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THE  sky  is  more  beautiful  when  there  are  clouds  in  it. 
When  the  sun  paints  the  lining  of  each  cloud  with  silver  and  crimson  and  gold, 
then  men's  eyes  are  lifted  up  even  beyond  the  eternal  hills  to  witness  the  promises  of 
God.   Moving  clouds  fill  man's  heart  with  symphonic  music,  their  beauty  touches  his  soul 
with   a  tender  caress. 

Life  also  is  more  tender  and  beautiful  after  some  clouds  have  come  into  it.   "Thy 
fate  is  the  common  fate  of  all,  Into  each  life  some   rain   must   fall." 

And  behind  the  clouds  is  God.    He  can  give  to  every  cloud  a  silver  lining. 
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Walter  P.  Reuiher,  head  of  the 
United  Automobile  Workers,  was 
presented  the  Clendenin  Award  for 
Distinguished  Service  to  Labor's 
Rights.  The  Workers'  Defense  League 
made  the  award  at  a  testimonial 
dinner  in  December. 

Fifty  blind  displaced  persons  from 
camps  in  Western  Germany  are  be- 
ing admitted  into  Norway  to  be 
trained  for  useful  work.  The  Inter- 
national Refugee  Organization  has 
given  money  to  build  a  workshop. 
An  equal  number  of  relatives  will 
accompany  these  blind  refugees. 
Norway  has  already  accepted  sev- 
eral hundred  DP's.  (WP) 

Concern  is  being  expressed  by  the 
American  Automobile  Association 
for  the  growing  number  of  accidents 
caused  by  intoxicated  teen  -  agers. 
Too  much  alcoholic  temptation  is 
placed  in  the  path  of  youth,  Lou  E. 
Holland,  president  of  the  AAA,  be- 
lieves. More  than  half  of  the  states 
permit  alcoholic  beverages  to  be 
sold  by  filling  stations,  and  roadside 
places  where  young  people  may  buy 
drinks  are  becoming  more  numerous, 
he  says. 


Dr.  A.  G.  Moron  was  recently  in- 
stalled as  the  first  Negro  president 
of  Hampton  Institute  in  Virginia. 
The  thirty-nine-year-old  educator  is 
an  alumnus  of  the  institute,  which 
usually  has  at  least  eight  white  stu- 
dents on  an  exchange  basis  and 
whose  faculty  is  drawn  from  mem- 
bers of  both  races. 

School  children  all  over  France  do- 
nated one  franc  each  last  summer 
to  provide  an  international  war  or- 
phans' holiday  camp  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  country.  The 
effort  brought  together  fifty  children 
from  sixteen  countries.  So  success- 
ful was  the  venture  that  plans  are 
being  worked  out  for  a  larger  camp 
next  year.   (WP) 

Exploitation  by  large  landholders 
of  Mexican  laborers  temporarily  in 
the  United  States  to  help  out  the  la- 
bor shortage  has  brought  action  from 
the  Mexican  government.  The  Mex- 
ican foreign  ministry  has  fixed  a 
minimum  wage  of  fifty  cents  an  hour 
as  contrasted  to  the  twenty-five  cents 
offered  by  some  farmers.  In  addition 
they  are  demanding  that  all  transient 
laborers  be  registered.  (WP) 


The  Campus  Drink  Problem 


The  International  Student  of  No- 
vember 1949  carries  a  number  of  col- 
lege student  guest  editorials  on  so- 
cial pressure  and  campus  drinking 
which  are  of  particular  interest  in 
connection  with  the  recent  drink 
tragedy  at  Ohio  State  University. 
Mr.  Harold  E.  Whipple  of  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan  University  says  that  drinking 
as  a  form  of  entertainment  has  be- 
come accepted  officially  or  unofficial- 
ly on  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
college  campuses,  and  attributes  this 
to  the  increased  toleration  of  drink- 
ing habits  in  the  general  public's 
mind.  This  public  acceptance,  he 
thinks,  is  the  soil  from  which  the 
plant  of  campus  drinking  springs. 
While  professedly  social  in  nature, 
campus  drinking  is  frequently  an  ef- 
fort to  avoid  rigid  academic  responsi- 
bilities. The  student  also,  it  seems,  is 
subjected  to  a  myriad  of  economic 
pressures  but  his  drinking  also  arises 
from  the  lack  of  immediate,  positive 
motives  in  his  life.  It  is  to  a  consid- 
erable extent  a  surface  problem.  As 
to  control,  Mr.  Whipple  suggests  that 
students  should  be  confronted  with 
reasons  that  are  intimately  relevant 
to  him  personally  "here  and  now." 
Student  organizations  can  be  effec- 
tive in  this  connection,  especially  if 


they  are  assisted  by  the  college  ad- 
ministration. He  suggests  action  by 
student  councils,  interfraternity 
councils,  panhellenic  councils.  Phi 
Beta  Kappa,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa, 
and  similar  organizations,  with  a 
view  to  bringing  about  a  curtailing 
and  ultimate  elimination  of  drinking 
on  campuses.  The  indoctrination  of 
incoming  freshmen,  with  emphasis 
upon  activities  which  do  not  involve 
drinking,  and  more  intramural  ac- 
tivities, will  help. 

Mr.  Allen  M.  Pool  of  Presbyterian 
College  suggests  the  responsibility  of 
older  students  who  frequently  do  not 
realize  thai  when  they  take  a  glass 
of  beer  with  their  lunch  in  some  off- 
campus  restaurant,  they  are  exerling 
an  influence  upon  younger  men. 

"Drinking,"  says  Mr.  Walter  W. 
Anderson,  Jr.,  of  Rutgers  University, 
"is  frequently  an  assertion  of  inde- 
pendence and  an  announcement  of 
maturity."  It  is  lime,  he  says,  that 
the  minority  of  campus  alcoholics 
were  subordinated  to  the  thinking 
majority. 

Mr.  John  F.  Cole  of  Marietta  Col- 
lege calls  attention  to  the  fact  thai 
the  drinking  custom  usually  begins 
before  arrival  at  college. 

— The  Clipsheet. 


Money  for  our  own  desires 

or  will  it  help  to  spread  the 

Christian   message? 


Mildred  C.  Ziegler 

Little  Swatara  Church,  Pennsylvania 

H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


The  Meaning 

» 

of  Christian  Stewardship 


CHRISTIAN  stewardship," 
two  words  that  sum  up  the 
privileges  and  obligations 
of  church  membership.  Where 
do  you  stand  in  relation  to  these 
privileges  and  obligations?  Into 
which  of  the  following  groups 
would  you  classify  yourself? 

Statistics  show  that  thirty-nine 
per  cent  are  active  in  the  life 
and  witness  of  the  church.  These 
attend  its  services  regularly,  give 
systematically  and  shoulder  re- 
sponsibility for  the  carrying  on 
of  its  work.  Fourteen  per  cent 
consist  of  those  who  attend  wor- 
ship at  irregular  intervals,  share 
but  little  in  church  activities  and 
support  Christian  work  indiffer- 
ently. Forty-seven  per  cent  of 
those  who  claim  affiliation  with 
the  church  are  members  in  name 
only.  Some  are  difficult  to  locate 
on  any  membership  roll.  Few  at- 


tend its  services  or  take  active 
interest  in  its  work  and  witness. 
What  does  it  mean  to  you  to 
be  a  member  of  a  Christian 
church?  Is  it  merely  having  your 
name  on  the  membership  roll — 
accepting  what  the  church  has  to 
offer,  yet  having  little  or  no  part 
in  its  great  spiritual,  missionary 
and  social  program?  There  is  joy 
in  the  fellowship  of  Christ's  serv- 
ice and  in  being  a  member  of 
Christ's  church.  The  church  is 
not  just  a  "social  club."  It  is  a 
family — the  household  of  God — 
the  organ  of  Christ's  mind  and 
purpose  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind.  As  members  of  this 
fellowship,  Christ  calls  us  to 
work  with  and  for  him,  to  share 
the  task  of  building  his  kingdom, 
first  in  our  own  lives,  then  in 
the  community,  the  nation  and 
the  world  in  which  we  live. 


A  steward  is  one  who  admin- 
isters affairs  or  things  not  his 
own  for  purposes  in  accordance 
with  the  will  of  the  owner.  A 
Christian  steward  administers 
God's  things  for  God's  purposes. 
Stewardship  is  the  acceptance 
from  God  of  personal  responsi- 
bility for  all  of  life  and  life's 
affairs. 

Too  frequently  we  cherish 
false  ideas  of  Christian  steward- 
ship. We  think  it  relates  only  to 
the  spending  and  giving  of  mon- 
ey. It  does,  of  course,  but  this 
is  only  part  of  stewardship. 
There  are  many  other  ways  that 
you  may  practice  Christian  stew- 
ardship in  your  own  church:  (1) 
as  an  elder  or  office  bearer,  (2)  as 
a  Sunday-school  teacher,  (3)  in 
women's   activities,   such   as   la- 
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dies'  aid,  (4)  in  regular  church 
attendance,  (5)  as  a  choir  mem- 
ber, (6)  as  a  Bible  leader,  (7)  as 
a  youth  leader. 

A  person  or  group  of  persons 
serving  the  public  (in  church, 
school  or  community)  can  be  a 
good  steward  according  to  Gal. 
6:10:  "As  we  have  therefore  op- 
portunity, let  us  do  good  unto  all 
men,  especially  unto  them  who  ' 
are  of  the  household  of  faith." 

A  good  steward  by  participat- 
ing in  programs  in  public  school, 
in  Sunday  school  and  church  as 
well  as  in  community  activities 
will  discover  his  or  her  talents 
and  dedicate  them  to  the  Lord's 
service  by  accepting  responsibili- 
ties wherever  duty  calls.  Our 
talents  never  can  come  to  their 
best  use  until  we  see  them  as  a 
gift  from  God  bestowed  upon  us 
for  the  constructive  and  helpful 
service  of  society. 

Let  us  go  back  to  the  part  that 
"giving"  plays  in  Christian  stew- 
ardship. There  are  at  least  eight 
ways  in  which  a  Christian  stew- 
ard should  give:  1.  cheerfully — 
"The  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giv- 
er" (2  Cor.  9:7);  2.  proportion- 
ately— "As  God  hath  prospered" 
(1  Cor.  16:2) ;  3.  systematically— 
"On  the  first  day  of  the  week" 
(1  Cor.  16:2) ;  4.  regularly— "Lay 
by  in  store"  (1  Cor.  16:2);  5. 
scripturally — "Bring  ye  all  the 
tithe"  (Mai.  3: 10) ;  6.  sacrificially 
— "Shall  I  bring  that  which  cost 
me  nothing?"  (2  Sam.  24:24);  7. 
lovingly — "Not  grudgingly"  (2 
Cor.  9:7);  8.  blessedly— "It  is 
more  blessed  to  give"  (Acts  20: 
35). 

To  give  nothing  means  that  I 
care  little  whether  the  cause  of 
Christ  lives  or  dies,  whether  the 
church  carries  on  or  closes  its 
doors.  To  give  sparingly  means 
that  I  am  lukewarm  regarding 
Christ's  work,  and  that  I  receive 
no  joy  or  blessing  in  giving.  To 
give  only  to  my  local  church 
means  that  I  am  unsympathetic 
to  the  wider  needs  of  humanity 
and   unwilling   to   promote   the 
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missionary  enterprises  of  my 
church.  To  give  systematically 
and  proportionately  means  that 
I  want  to  share  in  the  privileges 
and  responsibilities  of  my  church 
at  home  and  abroad  and  to  prac- 
tice true  Christian  stewardship. 
To  give  from  a  full  heart  means 
that  I  testify  to  my  faith  in 
Christ  and  his  church,  thus 
bringing  blessing  to  my  own  life 
and  to  the  lives  of  others. 

More  -than  30,000  young  people 
in  the  1025  congregations  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  handle 


Drum  Call 

Violet  Pfaltzgraff 

Garkida,  N.  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

As  the  pagan  drum  doth  boldly 
beat 

In  the  soft  moonlight 

Of  a  warm  still  night, 
There  are  pagan  hearts  that  beat. 

As  the  drums  beat, 

Tum-a-dee-tum, 
As  the  pagan  feet  go 

Thump-a-dee-thump, 
As  drum  rhythm  and  feet  do  meet, 

Waiting, 

Waiting, 

Ever  waiting, 
Our  Savior's  heart  doth  bleed. 

As  drum  doth  beat 

And  pagan  feet, 

And  pagans  hearts,  too, 
Are  in  search, 

Ever  in  search, 
For  release  from  ancient  fear. 
Ever  searching  but  only  groping 
near, 

In  darkest  night  of  heart  and 
soul, 
The  pagan  heart  doth  searching, 

Searching, 

Ever  searching  go. 

As  the  drum  doth  call  our  dark 

friends  to  meet, 
As   the   drum   doth   beat  for  the 

pagan  fete, 
I  view  the  task  and  see  my  fault, 
But  the  Savior  says, 
"I  am  ever  near. 
My    strength    is    sufficient    for 
thee." 
His  strength  is  sufficient  for  me! 

My  heart  then  cries, 
"Oh,  use  me,  Lord. 
As  the  farmer,  the  hoe, 
As  the  mechanic,  the  drill, 
Use  me,  use  me, 
For   my   heart   would   do    Thy 
will." 


money  each  week.  Some  they 
spend  for  ice  cream  and  candy, 
some  for  clothing,  some  for 
amusement,  and  some  they  give 
to  the  church.  What  they  give 
to  the  church  may  help.  The  art 
of  true  living  lies  in  joyous  giv- 
ing. 

Men  of  science  inform  us  that 
we  do  not  know  half  of  our  real 
value.  We  do  not  know  what  tal- 
ents we  possess  until  we  have  a 
chance  to  bring  them  to  light 
and  improve  them.  Our  life  is 
so  priceless  a  possession  that  it 
is  a  supreme  tragedy  to  lose  it. 
"For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if 
he  shall  gain  the  whole  world, 
and  lose  his  own  soul?  or  what 
shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
his  soul?"  (Matt.  16:26).  The 
secret  of  a  successful  and  happy 
life  consists  in  taking  time  to 
live.  "A  man's  life  consisteth  not 
in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
which  he  possesseth"  (Luke  12: 
15).  One  of  the  practical  con- 
tributions Christianity  makes  to 
the  happiness  of  man's  everyday 
life  is  that  it  teaches  him  to  take 
pleasure  in  simple  things.  No 
wiser  thing  was  ever  said  than 
that  statement  of  the  great 
Thinker,  Jesus:  "Man  does  not 
live  by  bread  alone"  (Matt.  4: 
4). 

Our  church  is  in  urgent  need 
of  Christian  young  men  and 
women  as  candidates  for  its  pul- 
pit ministry,  to  serve  in  its  home 
and  overseas  mission  fields  and 
to  engage  in  other  full-time  work 
for  the  extension  of  Christ's 
kingdom.  Here  is  where  Chris- 
tian stewardship  finds  its  high- 
est and  noblest  expression. 
Whether  you  choose  to  serve  him 
on  the  mission  fields,  in  the  pul- 
pit, in  the  Sunday  school,  in  the 
home,  on  the  farm,  or  in  the 
city — there  is  a  definite  contribu- 
tion which  you  can  make 
through  the  Advance  With 
Christ  program.  Contribute  your 
talents  and  your  means  through 
your  local  home  church  for  the 
greatest  benefit  of  your  local 
community.  Be  a  leader.  Ad- 
vance with,  and  through,  Him. 


EDITORIAL 


The  Church   Has  Not 
Failed 

EXTANT  in  our  world  today- 
is  an  idea  that  the  Chris- 
tian church  has  largely 
failed,  and  that,  at  the  present 
time,  even  more  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  it  is  still  failing. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  such  an 
opinion  should  prevail.  In  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  an  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  inform 
some  of  the  teachers  who  are 
being  trained  in  the  school  of 
education  that  the  church  has 
not  failed.  It  was  suggested  there 
in  a  recent  address  that  the 
public  schools  should  write  in- 
to their  textbooks  some  of  the 
excellent  attributes  of  our  civi- 
lization that  have  come  to  us  by 
way  of  the  church. 

Before  the  church  took  a  hand 
in  civil  affairs  there  were  no 
hospitals  which  were  open  to  all 
faiths.  There  were  no  institu- 
tions which  took  in  the  mentally 
disabled,  cared  for  them  and 
tried  to  bring  them  to  normal 
living.  There  were  no  societies 
for  the  strengthening  of  the  life 
of  our  youth  such  as  the  Boy 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Campfire 
Girls  and  many  others. 

In  addition  to  these  things, 
there  are  rapidly  growing  in 
many  of  our  communities  strong 
Parent  -  Teacher  Associations, 
service  clubs  and  other  varied 
associations  whereby  the  citizens 
of  the  community  co-operate 
with  the  duly  elected  authorities 
to  lessen  juvenile  delinquency  or 
to  improve  living  conditions  for 
the  city's  children  and  youth. 

All  of  these  things  stem  from  a 
religious  inspiration  and  moti- 
vation. They  are  traceable  back 
to  the  church.  In  recent  decades 
the  church  has  come  out  of  its 
institutional  walls.  Like  the 
early  church  it  has  reached  into 
every  facet  of  life  and  has  touch- 
ed every  hour  of  the  day.    This 


is  the  church  at  its  daily  task. 

Recently,  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  one  of  its  decisions,  has  given 
rise  to  the  impression  that  in 
America  the  church  and  the 
state  oppose  each  other. 

This  impression  is  wrong  and 
the  Supreme  Court  was  in  error 
in  framing  a  basis  for  it.  The 
church  and  the  state  are  not 
enemies  of  each  other.  The  peo- 
ple who  are  the  best  members 
of  the  church  are  also  the  best 
members  of  the  state.  The  state 
must  depend  upon  Christian 
people  if  it  is  to  endure.  Our 
children  are  the  responsibility  of 
both  the  church  and  of  the 
school.  If  the  churches  and  the 
schools  do  not  together  produce 
great  citizens  for  tomorrow's 
world  there  will  be  no  such 
citizens.  It  is  good  that  at  least 
some  of  our  schools  are  under- 
taking to  recognize  the  impor- 
tant place  the  church  has  in 
building  our  society. 

The  influence  of  the  church 
grows  wider  and  wider  in  our 
world.  It  should  continue  to  do 
so.  Is  it  not  God's  instrument 
for  our  growth,  redemption  and 
abundant  life? 

Preachers  and  Parlors 

RECENTLY,  a  fellow  min- 
ister and  I  went  into  a 
home  to  pay  a  short  visit. 
In  this  home  the  traditional  par- 
lor still  existed;  it  started  me  to 
thinking  about  parlors. 

The  parlor  was  an  accepted 
part  of  every  home  a  generation 
ago.  Usually  it  was  set  off  from 
the  rest  of  the  house  as  a  little- 
used  room.  In  the  wintertime  it 
usually  went  unheated  except 
for  special  occasions.  In  the 
summertime  the  shades  were 
drawn  so  that  the  sunlight  would 
not  fade  the  rug  or  dim  the 
covers  of  the  chairs.  Usually, 
the  chairs  were  upholstered  and 
stiff-backed.     This    was    not    a 


place  of  great  comfort;  it  was 
not  generally  a  very  vital  part 
of  the  home. 

When  the  preacher  came, 
however,  he  was  immediately 
ushered  into  the  parlor. 

On  the  visit  referred  to  above 
the  tradition  was  adhered  to  and 
the  preachers  were  taken  into 
the  parlor. 

These  preachers  did  not  feel 
that  they  belonged  in  the  parlor, 
however.  They  felt  that  the 
minister,  as  he  represents  re- 
ligion, belongs,  rather,  in  every 
part  of  the  house.  To  seem  to 
place  religion  in  the  parlor  is  to 
misunderstand  the  place  of  re- 
ligion. 

Accordingly,  we  presently  left 
the  parlor  and  came  with  the 
family  out  into  the  living  room. 
There  the  chairs  were  more  com- 
fortable. There  a  fire  was  burn- 
ing. There  we  relaxed  and 
talked  about  the  family  inter- 
ests. Some  of  the  children  were 
away  in  school;  some  were  still 
at  home.  Religion  placed  its 
arms  around  all  of  the  members 
of  the  family  and  its  interests 
undergirded  them. 

We  had  not  quite  reached  the 
fulfillment  of  the  place  of  re- 
ligion in  the  home,  however, 
until  we  went  into  the  kitchen. 
Here  we  sat  down  together  to 
drink  a  cup  of  tea  and  eat  a 
slice  of  watermelon.  Some  jars 
were  being  processed  in  the 
pressure  cooker.  The  work  of 
providing  for  the  physical  needs 
of  man  was  under  way  in  this 
room.  This  was  the  economic 
end  of  the  house.  The  preacher 
belonged  here  too.  Jesus  talked 
about  the  economic  aspects  of 
life  about  as  much  as  any  other 
aspect.  No  phase  of  life  can  be 
really  religious  unless  the  eco- 
nomic undergirdings  of  life  are 
touched  by  religion. 

Most  of  us  do  not  have  par- 
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lors  in  our  homes  any  more. 
When  the  preacher  comes,  he 
goes  directly  into  the  living 
room;  he  belongs  all  over  the 
house. 

Religion  should  be  like  that. 
It  must  also  go  out  to  the  barn 
and  across  the  cultivated  fields; 
it  must  accompany  the  worker 
to  his  workbench  or  to  his  office 
desk.  Life  cannot  be  depart- 
mentalized away  from  religion; 
religion  belongs  in  every  phase 
of  life. 

Without  religion  it  really  isn't 
life. 


What  Is  the  Relation 

Between  Hands 

and  Hearts? 

IN  THE  twenty-fourth  Psalm, 
the  writer  inquires  who  it  is 
that  shall  ascend  into  the  hill 
of  the   Lord,   and  who  will  be 
able    to    stand    in    God's    holy 
place. 

In  seeking  to  give  an  answer 
to  this  question,  the  psalmist 
suggests  that  if  one  wishes  to  do 
these  things,  he  must  have  a  pure 
heart  and  clean  hands. 

The  psalmist  seems  to  believe 
that  these  two  things  are  related 
to  each  other.  He  would  imply 
that  one  cannot  easily  achieve 
pureness  of  heart  without  at  the 
same  time  having  cleanness  of 
hands.  Moreover,  both  of  them 
are  essential  if  one  is  to  dwell 
close  to  God. 

The  psalmist  was  right.  As 
one  worships  in  the  tabernacles 
of  Jehovah  and  seeks  for  pure- 
ness of  heart,  this  closer  walk 
with  God  will  manifest  itself  in 
his  daily  living.  After  he  has 
known  God  intimately,  the 
things  which  his  hands  do  will 
be  clean  things.  He  will  no  long- 
er despoil  his  hands  by  taking 
that  which  does  not  belong  to 
him,  by  apportioning  to  himself 
more  than  his  share,  or  by  with- 
holding from  others  that  which 
rightfully  belongs  to  them.    His 
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hands  will  share  all  of  God's 
blessings  with  others. 

Likewise,  if  one  would  seek 
to  do  righteous  acts  and  to  have 
his  hands  engaged  in  worthy 
community  activities,  these  ac- 
tions can  be  effective  only  when 
they  flow  from  a  worshipful  and 
loving  heart. 

To  seek  to  do  either  one  of 


these  things,  worship  or  work, 
without  the  other  is  to  go  against 
the  natural  order  of  things.  To 
have  holy,  worshipful  lives  ex- 
press themselves  in  clean,  Chris- 
tian, community  and  world-wide 
activities  is  the  way  God  would 
have  it. 

Clean  hands  and  pure  hearts 
belong  together. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Crack-ups 


TWO   things   have  headlined  the 
news   during   the   week   of   this 
writing.  They  are  airplane  acci- 
dents and  sex  crimes. 

Airplane  disasters  during  the  last 
few  weeks  have  mounted  beyond 
those  of  any  recent  period.  Passen- 
gers have  been  endangered  or  killed 
by  scores  and  half  hundreds  in 
America,  Europe,  India  and  else- 
where around  the  world. 

In  a  similar  manner  sex  offenses 
have  either  suddenly  mounted  or 
news  reporters  have  focused  unusual 
attention  upon  them.  High  school 
boys  and  girls  have  met  in  rented 
rooms  or  in  taverns  to  smoke  mari- 
juana, and  to  drink.  The  usual 
promiscuities,  of  course,  have  fol- 
lowed. Young  girls,  thirteen-  to  six- 
teen-years-old,  have  been  found 
soliciting  the  attentions  of  older  men 
along  the  city  streets.  They  report 
that  men  are  easily  found  who  will 
pay  enough  for  their  services  to  en- 
able the  girls  to  dress  flashily  and  to 
wear  gaudy  "jewelry."  Men  have 
molested  and  in  some  cases  brutally 
murdered  small  children.  Older 
men  have  engaged  in  unnatural  acts 
with  teen-age  boys.  Drunkenness  at 
all  ages  has  been  rampant. 

Why  would  airplane  accidents  and 
sex  misdemeanors  mount  at  the 
same  time?  Is  there  any  relationship 
between  them? 

There  is  at  least  this  much  rela- 
tionship: Both  kinds  of  crack-ups 
are  due,  in  the  main,  to  failure  in  the 
human  element,  to  a  weakness  with- 
in the  individual. 

Recently  I  asked  a  dispatcher  at 
one  of  the  world's  busiest  airports 
why  there  were  so  many  plane 
crack-ups  when  automatic  and  in- 
strumental flying  and  landing  de- 
vices were  being  utilized  more  and 
more  all  the  time.  His  reply  was  that 
split-second  decisions  on  which  de- 
pended the  life  or  death  of  scores  of 
people  are  still  necessary  in  all  fly- 


ing. If  the  individual  fails  or  cracks 
first,  the  airplane  crack-up  results. 
Many  accidents  in  any  field  can  be 
traced  finally  to  the  failure  of  an  in- 
dividual. 


In  the  moral  realm  the  same  thing 
is  true.  Why  do  respectable  youth 
"go  wrong"?  Why  do  old  men  molest 
children?  Why  do  homes  break  up? 
It  all  goes  back  again  and  again  to 
human  failure,  to  the  breakdown  of 
an  individual  or  a  home  along  the 
line  somewhere.  That  failure  pays 
off  in  the  many  other  failures  further 
down  the  line. 

Why  should  a  church  or  a  church 
paper  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
morbid  sex  crimes  that  infest  our 
land? 

For  too  long  the  church  has  shied 
away  from  facing  up  to  that  sort  of 
sin;  it  has  closed  its  eyes  to  it  as  if  it 
did  not  exist,  or  it  was  recognized  as 
existing  only  in  places  other  than 
our  own  communities. 

But,  like  a  spreading  cancer,  the 
long  fingers  of  the  disease  have  final- 
ly reached  info  almost  every  commu- 
nity. Our  newspapers  fell  us  that 
this  type  of  sin  has  crept  into  "good" 
homes  and  into  Park  Avenue 
churches. 

That  offers  no  excuse  for  any  of  us 
io  proclaim  with  sanctity  and  solem- 
nity, "This  generation  is  going  to  the 
dogs."  If  any  generation  is  to  be 
blamed  it  should  be  the  one  which 
has  allowed  these  things  to  happen. 
Because  of  the  increasing  tempo  and 
tension  of  our  daily  living  the  com- 
ing generation  will  need  more  strong 
men  than  any  previous  one.  We  will 
need  them  to  fly  our  fast  airplanes 
and  to  keep  our  national  life  moral 
and  clean. 

What  is  the  solution  to  crack-ups, 
all  kinds  of  crack-ups?  Strengthened 
individuals. 

And  where  are  they  to  come  from? 
From  strengthened  homes,  strength- 
ened  churches    and    upright   living. 


Betty  King 

Associate  in  the  Research  Missionary 
Library,  Union  Seminary 


An   engineer?    an   agriculturalist?    an   office 

secretary?    The  church  may  be  able  to  use 

you   in   full-time   Christian   service 


Ambassadors  of  Christian   Service 


YOU  know  what?  I  think  I'd 
like  to  be  a  missionary," 
murmured  Russell,  just  as 
we  were  all  getting  comfortable 
in  my  living  room  last  Sunday 
night  after  church.  Five  or  six 
of  us  usually  end  the  day  with 
a  "think-talk"  session  in  some- 
one's house  after  young  people's 
meeting,  and  Russell  is  always 
the  one  who  has  the  most  ideas. 
You  never  can  tell  what  he'll 
bring  up  in  the  way  of  informa- 
tion about  such  things  as  phono- 
graph records  or  physics  or  as- 
tronomy. This  time  he  gave  us 
quite  a  jolt. 

Pat  was  the  first  to  react.  "Mis- 
sionary? I  thought  you  said  you 
got  all  knotted  up  inside  when 
you  had  to  make  a  speech." 

"So  the  budding  engineer 
blooms  into  a  jack-in-the-pulpit," 
mused  Eleanor,  shaking  her 
head.  Eleanor  is  quite  the  prac- 
tical sort,  and  this  announce- 
ment came  as  a  special  shock  to 


her.  She  has  always  counted 
Russell  on  her  side  as  cool-head- 
ed and  stable,  and  here  he  was 
making  what  sounded  like  a 
wild  statement.  All  of  us  were 
surprised.  Everybody  likes  Rus- 
sell, and  we  all  admire  his  strong, 
clean  Christian  character,  but  he 
is  not  exactly  equipped  to  write 
sermons  or  lead  prayer  meetings. 
"Well,  Miss  Eleanor,  did  it  ever 
occur  to  you  that  the  budding 
engineer  could  be  a  missionary 
engineer?"  he  asked.  And  he 
reached  into  his  inside  coat  pock- 
et and  pulled  out  a  much-folded 
booklet,  about  the  size  of  a  sheet 
of  notebook  paper,  with  eight 
close-printed  pages  in  small  type. 
"This  thing,"  he  said,  "is  an  edu- 
cation. It's  a  listing  of  hundreds 
and  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
missionary  jobs  that  are  open 
now;  and  they  aren't  all  preach- 
ing jobs.  Say,  Eleanor,  do  you 
know  they  need  office  secretaries 
in  Africa?    I've  been  looking  this 


thing  over  with  you  in  mind,  and 
you  can  go  to  a  mission  station 
in  the  Belgian  Congo  or  to  a  sem- 
inary in  South  Africa  or  to  an  of- 
fice in  China." 

"Are  you  kidding?'  Eleanor 
wanted  to  know.  "Do  they  really 
send  out  missionaries  just  to 
take  dictation  and  type?" 

"Yes,  and  do  bookkeeping  and 
filing  and  all  the  little  things  you 
love  so  much  here  at  home."  Rus- 
sell knows  Eleanor  is  a  whiz  at 
correspondence  even  if  she  does 
not  get  along  too  well  with  math. 

Ann,  the  youngest  of  us,  was 
curious  about  Russell's  mission- 
ary job.  "Where  are  you  going, 
Russ?  What  does  an  engineering 
missionary  do?  Build  bridges  so 
the  other  missionaries  can  get 
where  they're  going?" 

"It  says  here  they  need  a  civil 
or  mechanical  engineer  in  Paki- 
stan, to  'render  advisory  and 
practical  services  over  a  large 
area'  for  a  Christian  technical 
bureau,"  he  read  importantly. 

"Oh!   Where's  Pakistan?' 

I  went  into  my  brother's  room 
and  rummaged  around  for  his 
big  globe.  By  the  time  I  found 
it  on  his  closet  shelf,  Pat  had  al- 
ready explained  what  and  where 
Pakistan  is,  and  then  of  course  I 
remembered  it  wouldn't  be  on 
the  globe  anyhow,  since  our 
globe  is  prewar  and  Pakistan  be-, 
came  a  nation  only  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  But  the  globe  was 
handy  for  the  rest  of  the  eve- 
ning as  we  spun  from  one  coun- 
try to  another  investigating  the 
amazing  variety  of  missionary 
jobs  on  Russell's  list. 

JANUARY     7,     1950  7 


Pat  quizzed  Russell  some  more 
about  the  Pakistan  job,  and  Russ 
admitted  he  probably  wouldn't 
be  able  to  fill  it  because  it  would 
be  several  more  years  before  he 
would  be  a  qualified  engineer. 

"But  it's  the  principle  of  the 
thing,"  Russell  insisted.  "When 
I  am  ready  to  go  to  work,  there'll 
probably  be  a  missionary  open- 
ing somewhere,  and  you  bet  I'm 
going  to  look  into  it.  It's  an  eye- 
opener  just  to  know  that  mission- 
aries do  something  besides 
preach  and  teach  and  doctor  peo- 
ple and  translate  the  Bible." 

"Well,  with  engineers  and  typ- 
ists and  all,  I  guess  there's  not 
much  missionary  pioneering  left 
to  be  done,"  sighed  Ann.  Ann  is 
the  romantic  sort  who  likes  tales 
of  hardship  and  adventure. 

"Oh,  yes,  there  is,"  said  Elea- 
nor, who  had  taken  the  booklet 
from  Russell  and  was  rapidly 
scanning  the  columns.  "Look 
here,  this  is  under  'Evangelistic 
and  General  Church  Work,'  and 
it  says  'Algeria — Couple  for  pio- 
neer church  work.'  'Angola' 
(that's  Africa  too)— 'Couple  for 
pioneer  work  in  Dembos  Tribe.' 
Just  think  of  doing  the  first  mis- 
sionary work  in  a  savage  Afri- 
can tribe!  And  farther  on  they 
talk  about  'opening  up  a  great- 
new  field  of  work'  in  Colombia, 
South  America.  And  look  here: 
'Siam — Woman  to  develop  na- 
tion-wide program  for  women  of 
the  church.'  And  'Sumatra— Two 
couples  for  pioneer  work  among 
Bataks.' " 

Pat  was  reading  over  Eleanor's, 
shoulder.  "Say,  these  jobs  aren't 
all  foreign,"  he  told  us.  "Here 
they  want  a  dentist  for  a  hos- 
pital in  Arizona."  He  turned  back 
to  the  section  headed  "Educa- 
tion" and  whistled.  "Whew, 
there  are  a  lot  of  teaching  jobs 
listed  here.  Listen  to  this: 
'Alaska — Commercial,  music,  and 
science  teachers  for  a  junior  col- 
lege.' 'Japan — Home  economics 
teacher.'  'China — English  teach- 
ers.' 'Korea — Physics  and  Chem- 


From   the   Nation's   Capital 


A.  Stauffer  Curry 


The  general  character  of  federal 
legislation  pertaining  to  United 
States  foreign  relations  has  much 
to  do  with  the  future  peace,  or  lack 
of  it,  in  the  world  as  a  whole.  The 
first  session  of  the  eighty-first  Con- 
gress took  some  significant  steps  in 
international  affairs,  which  may  or 
may  not  lead  to  peace. 
Treaties  ratified 

Two  international  treaties  were 
ratified  during  this  session  of  Con- 
gress: (1)  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty, 
by  which  twelve  nations  agreed  to 
consider  an  armed  attack  on  one  as 
an  attack  upon  all,  and  (2)  the  In- 
ternational Wheat  Agreement,  by 
which  the  signers  agreed  to  buy 
and  sell,  within  the  next  four  years, 
450  million  bushels  of  wheat  each 
year  within  a  fixed  price  range.  The 
maximum  of  this  range  is  $1.80  per 
bushel  while  the  minimum  is  $1.50 
the  first  year  and  decreases  to  $1.20 
the  fourth  year.  About  half  of  our 
wheat  export  will  likely  be  sold 
under  this  agreement. 
Treaty  not  ratified 

A  very  important  international 
treaty  has  not  been  ratified  by  our 
Senate.  It  is  the  United  Nations 
Convention  on  Genocide,  which 
would  outlaw  mass  murder  such  as 
practiced  by  the  Nazis  and  others 
in  the  past.  The  form  of  the  treaty 
was  approved  by  the  United  Nation's 
Assembly  and  is  now  before  each 
member  nation  for  ratification.  As 
was  done  in  the  case  of  other  pro- 
posed treaties,  congressional  hear- 
ings will  be  held  to  weigh  the  merits 
of  the  Convention,  likely  in  Janu- 
ary. 
Relief  and  aid  laws  passed 

Congress  passed  a  number  of  laws 
giving  aid  to  various  peoples  around 
the  world.  Sixteen  million  dollars 
was    authorized   to    aid    Palestinian 
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istry;  biology;  mathematics.'  And 
here  are  teaching  jobs  in  high 
schools  and  elementary  schools 
and  junior  colleges  in  Arizona 
and  Kentucky,  New  Mexico  and 
North  Carolina." 

"You  see,  these  jobs  are  listed 
in  sections,"  Russell  pointed  out. 
"First  by  kind  of  job:  agricultur- 
al; business  and  administration 
(that's  you,  Eleanor) ;  Christian 
rural  work;  Christian  social  and 
community  service;  educational; 
evangelistic  and  general  church 


work;  literacy  and  literature; 
medical  —  dentists,  doctors, 
nurses  and  technical  and  admin- 
istrative workers;  religious  edu- 
cation; and  technical  and  indus- 
trial (that's  I  and  my  engineer- 
ing). Then,  under  the  kind  of 
job  are  listed  the  different  coun- 
tries, and  under  them  the  specific 
jobs.  They  list  full-term  or  "ca- 
reer" service  openings,  and  then 
short-term  service  for  three 
years  or  so.  Eleanor,  did  you  see 
this  three-year  job  in  Egypt  as 


refugees,  made  homeless  by  the  di- 
vision of  that  unhappy  land  between 
Arabs  and  Jews.  Another  law  con- 
tinued, until  June  30,  1950,  at  least, 
the  United  States  support  of  the 
United  Nations  International  Chil- 
dren's Emergency  Fund  (UNICEF). 
Much  of  the  work  of  UNICEF  has 
been  in  Palestine.  Still  a  third  law 
authorized  the  use  of  funds  paid  by 
Finland  on  her  World  War  I  debt 
for  exchange  of  students  and  educa- 
tional materials.  A  fourth  law  made 
available  four  million  dollars  for 
Chinese  students  stranded  in  this 
country. 
Economic  and  military  aid 

Over  five  billion  dollars  were  ap- 
propriated for  aid  to  Marshall  Plan 
countries;  forty-five  million  dollars 
were  voted  for  the  Greek- Turkish 
arms  aid  program,  while  almost  a 
billion  dollars  were  appropriated  to 
the  army  for  occupation  costs,  in- 
cluding much  relief,  in  occupied 
countries.  An  additional  billion  and 
a  third  dollars  were  authorized  for 
military  aid  to  help  the  Atlantic 
Pact  signatories,  as  well  as  Greece, 
Turkey,  Iran,  Korea,  the  Philippines 
and  China.  The  law  giving  this  lat- 
ter authority  is  known  as  the  Mutual 
Defense  Assistance  Act  of  1949. 
Reciprocal  trade 

The  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements 
Act  was  extended  for  another  three 
years.  Many  observers  feel  the  poli- 
cy involved  in  this  act  is  basic  in  a 
program  of  world  peace. 
To  be  considered  at  next  session 

Legislation  on  Truman's  Point 
Four,  an  International  Trade  Organ- 
ization, contributions  to  internation- 
al organizations  such  as  the  World 
Health  Organization,  a  loan  to  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
building  fund,  World  Organization, 
and  other  items  will  be  considered. 


private  secretary  to  a  college 
president?  How  would  you  like 
that?" 

"Well,  I  don't  know.  Being  a 
missionary  doesn't  sound  so  out- 
of-this-world  after  all.  I  never 
knew  they  needed  ordinary  peo- 
ple like  me.  I  guess  I  never 
thought  about  it,  or  I  would  have 
known  mission  stations  need  sec- 
retaries and  business  managers. 
And  mission  schools  need  agri- 
cultural teachers  and  supervisors 
and  caretakers." 

"I'm  glad  they  still  need  min- 
isters, evangelists  and  counselors 
and  social  workers  and  religious 
education  workers,"  added  Ann. 
"I  sort  of  think  it  would  be  nice 
to  be  a  director  of  religious  edu- 
cation. Russell,  if  you're  inter- 
ested in  foreign  missions,  what 
should  you  do  about  it?" 

"It  says  here  on  the  back  page 
that  you  ought  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  personnel  or  candidate 
secretary  of  the  mission  board. 
I  guess  we'd  like  to  go  out  under 
our  own  church.  Our  minister 
could  tell  us  where  to  write.  You 
don't  have  to  say  definitely  you 
are  going  to  be  a  missionary. 
This  list  is  produced  by  the  Stu- 
dent Volunteer  Movement.  Prob- 
ably they  can  help  you  in  get- 
ting information  about  work  un- 
der other  mission  boards.  You 
tell  them  you're  interested,  and 
they  give  you  information  and 
help  you  choose  courses  in  school 
and  that  sort  of  thing.  Of  course, 
if  our  denomination  doesn't  need 
an  engineer  when  I'm  ready  to 
go,  I  might  go  under  another 
board.  There's  a  great  deal  of  co- 
operation among  denominations 
in  foreign  mission  work.  That's 
one  thing  I  like.  The  important 
thing  is  that  you're  a  Christian, 
not  what  particular  shade  of 
Christian  you  are." 

When  the  others  had  gone 
home  and  I  was  washing  the  co- 
coa cups,  my  head  was  full  of  the 
things  they  had  been  saying.  I 
suppose  I  had  known  before  that 
"missions"  covered  a  lot  of  ter- 
ritory, but  seeing  the  names  of 
all  those  countries  in  print  with 


specific  jobs  under  them  brought 
home  to  me  as  never  before  how 
big  a  job  the  churches  are  doing 
in  the  world.  Seeing  the  variety 
of  vocations,  all  listed  under 
"missionary  service,"  helped  me 
see  what  a  complete  job  the 
church  is  trying  to  do — teaching 
people  how  to  farm  the  land  so 
they  may  be  healthy,  teaching 
them  to  read  so  they  may  learn 
the  truth,  teaching  them  to  sing 
and  build  and  work  and  worship 
together  in  a  whole  community 
dedicated  to  Jesus  Christ.  In 
our  "think-talk"  sessions  on  Sun- 
day nights,  we  don't  often  say  the 
most  important  things  we  are 
thinking.  For  instance,  I  think 
all  of  us  were  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  an  engineer  is 
thought  of  on  the  mission  field 
as  a  real  missionary.  We  didn't 
talk  about  the  reasons  for  think- 
ing about  being  missionaries,  but 
the  reasons  were  in  our  minds  as 
we  looked  around  at  each  other 
and  realized  how  much  it  means 
to  us  to  have  Christian  back- 
grounds and  to  be,  in  our  own 
ways,  followers  of  Jesus. 

Before  Russell  left  Sunday 
night,  I  copied  down  the  name 
and  address  of  the  organization 
that  publishes  the  list  of  mis- 
sionary openings,  called  Chris- 
tian Horizons  1949.  It  tells  what 
denominations  have  the  open- 
ings, and  whether  they  want  sin- 
gle men  or  women  or  married 
couples  for  the  particular  places. 
The  Student  Volunteer  Move- 
ment, 156  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  10,  N.  Y,  puts  out  Chris- 
tian Horizons  and  distributes  it 
to  mission  boards  and  interested 
individuals.  If  your  mission 
board  hasn't  sent  copies  to  your 
church,  you  can  get  them  from 
the  Student  Volunteer  Move- 
ment. 


This  article  was  made  available  through 
the  syndicated  services  of  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious  Education. 


"Go  therefore  and  make  disci- 
ples of  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit" 
(Matt.  28:  19  R.S.V.). 


Not  Disobedient 
Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr. 

Pastor,  English  River  Church,  Iowa 

THE  secret  of  every  life  is 
to  be  found  in  the  center  of 
its  obedience.  Some  are  obe- 
dient to  the  demon  within,  some 
to  the  God  within,  and  some  are 
always  torn  between  the  two, 
consequently  drifting  on  the 
"misty  flats"  of  life. 

Paul  said  to  King  Agrippa,  "I 
was  not  disobedient  to  the  heav- 
enly vision"  (Acts  26:19).  From 
his  youth,  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a 
conscientious  follower  of  God, 
but  when  the  vision  came  on  the 
Damascus  road,  it  meant  the  con- 
version of  his  entire  life.  Paul 
was  not  disobedient!  What 
grand  results  God  achieved, 
through  that  obedience,  in  Chris- 
tian personality.  Do  we  allow 
Christ  to  transform  our  personal 
lives,  according  to  his  will? 

The  vision  meant  responsi- 
bility. Saul  was  to  become  the 
great  ambassador  of  Christ  to 
the  Gentiles.  He  was  not  dis- 
obedient to  his  assignment.  He 
was  determined  to  preach 
"Christ  crucified,"  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  lesser  themes.  So 
the  gospel  message  became  cre- 
ative through  the  dedicated  life 
of  the  young  convert  of  the  Way. 
The  gospel  of  joy,  love,  grace, 
peace,  eternal  life,  the  trinity 
and  the  kingdom  of  God  found 
exaltation  in  the  life  and  preach- 
ing of  Paul.  Are  you  willing  to 
accept  your  assignment? 

The  vision  meant  courage.  Saul 
was  not  disobedient.  He  faced 
a  thousand  new  dangers  with 
faith  in  his  eternal  Christ.  And 
now  Paul,  the  prisoner,  was  sup- 
posedly on  trial  before  King 
Agrippa,  yet  Paul  puts  the  ques- 
tion to  the  king:  "Do  you  be- 
lieve?" He  was  preaching,  as 
always,  for  a  verdict.  The  king 
was  under  conviction  but  put 
off  decision.  The  courage  and 
faithfulness  of  Paul  led  to  the 
conversion  of  thousands  and  the 
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Factors  Which  Make 

for  Success  and  Happiness 

in  Marriage 


Produced  by  The  National  Department  of  Home 
and  Family  Life. 


T.  F.  Henry 

Professor  of  Sociology 
Juniata  College 


JACK  is  middle-aged,  steady, 
wealthy,  a  Roman  Catholic 
and  an  ardent  Democrat. 
Betty  is  seventeen,  frivolous, 
poor  and  a  Baptist;  her  parents 
have  long  been  strong  Republi- 
cans. Thrown  into  each  other's 
company  at  their  place  of  em- 
ployment they  dated  and  became 
infatuated  with  each  other,  so 
that  they  seriously  talk  about 
marriage.  Should  they  do  it?  If 
they  do,  they  are  certain  to  face 
some  difficult  problems.  They 
might  be  able  to  adjust,  but  it 
would  not  be  easy,  and  might 
prove  impossible. 

One  cause  for  difficulty  in  mar- 
riage is  what  is  called  a  "mixed 
marriage."  A  mixed  marriage  is 
any  marriage  in  which  there  is 
at  least  one  important  point  of 
great  difference.  Jack  and  Bet- 
ty's would  be  a  mixed  marriage 
on  the  basis  of  not  just  one,  but 
several    points    of    importance. 


establishment  of  many  Christian 
churches  across  the  Roman  em- 
pire. Have  you  allowed  Christ 
to  undergird  your  life? 
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Mixed  marriages  always  present 
problems  of  adjustment,  and  fre- 
frequently  result  in  failure  and 
unhappiness. 

On  the  other  hand,  similarity 
is  a  key  word  in  marriage  suc- 
cess and  happiness.  Similarity 
of  social  background,  age,  inter- 
ests, standards,  education,  re- 
ligion has  been  found  to  be  most 
favorable  for  success  and  happi- 
ness. 

A  number  of  studies  in  this 
general  field  point  out  additional 
factors  which  are  favorable  for 
success  and  happiness  in  mar- 
riage. The  absence  of  conflict  be- 
tween parents  and  children  is  a 
good  sign.  A  good  adjustment  to 
social  affairs  in  general  is  a  prom- 
ise of  good  adjustment  in  mar- 
riage. Going  together  a  year  or 
more  is  better  than  any  period 
of  time  less  than  a  year.  Long 
engagements  are  good,  even  up 
to  two  years.  One  study  empha- 
sizes the  value  of  church  and 
Sunday-school  attendance.  The ' 
young  man  who  attends  Sunday 
school  beyond  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, on  the  basis  of  this  one 
study,  is  regarded  as  a  much 
more  favorable  prospect  for  a 
good   marriage   partner.     Home . 


discipline,  "firm  but  not  harsh," 
is  helpful  in  rearing  the  kind  of 
children  who  later  make  good  in 
marriage.  "Very  strict  or  very 
lax  discipline  is  unfavorable." 
Having  received  wholesome  sex 
instruction  is  important.  One 
writer  says,  "More  sex  instruc- 
tion from  parents,  and  less  from 
others,  especially  children." 

There  are  usually  about  three 
stages  in  the  courtship  process  of 
most  couples  before  marriage: 
dating,  the  less  serious  contacts 
with  persons  of  the  opposite  sex. 
The  purpose  here  is  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  other  young  peo- 
ple. Courtship  proper  is  the  pe- 
riod when  the  couple  begin  to 
specialize  on  each  other.  It  is  a 
time  to  learn  to  know  each  other 
thoroughly.  This  period,  before 
the  engagement,  and  before  a 
couple  become  strongly  attached' 
to  each  other  is  the  proper  time 
to  think  about  some  of  these 
factors  which  make  for  success 
and  happiness  in  marriage.  Be- 
fore the  heart  strings  become  so 
closely  entwined  that  to  call  a 
halt  to  the  relationship  hurts 
deeply  is  the  time  to  consider 
and,  if  wisdom  suggests  breaking 
off,  then  they  had  better  do  it. 


The  House  of  God 

Blanche  Wolfkill 

Hagerstown,  Maryland 

A  soothing  silence  in  the  vaulted  nave. 
Inspiring  reverence  in  every  heart. 
Bowed  heads  in  quiet  meditation; 
Thy  people  wait,  and  there  Thou  surely  art. 

The  organ  plays,  sweet  music  fills  the  senses; 
The  choir  its  grateful  message  gladly  sings; 
God's  messenger,  in  prayer  and  Scripture  lesson 
And  sermon,  humbly  shares  these  heavenly  things. 

Thy  solemn  temple,  be  it  great  or  humble. 
The  house  of  prayer  and  praise  shall  ever  be; 
And  may  our  thoughts  as  manifest  in  actions 
Be  lifted  by  our  visits  spent  with  Thee. 


^Ue  ^bacillm  ay  Ztebnal  Becusutu 


THE  Doctrine  of  Eternal  Se- 
curity is  being  taught  with 
great  emphasis  by  certain 
Bible  teachers.  Because  of  it 
some  congregations  have  been 
thrown  into  confusion  and  mem- 
bers are  perturbed,  not  being 
certain  about  the  truths  involved 
in  it.  The  doctrine  simply  stated 
is,  "Once  saved  always  saved," 
or  "Once  in  grace  always  in 
grace."  This  means  that  if  a 
person  is  once  saved  it  is  im-- 
possible  for  him  to  be  lost  re- 
gardless of  what  his  conduct  may 
be  afterwards,  for  he  has  be- 
come a  child  of  God  and  so  can 
never  be  anything  else.  Even 
though  he  may  be  a  bad  child, 
yet  he  is  still  a  child  and  will 
not  be  cast  out  forever.  Some 
Christians  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  doctrine  by  doing  wicked 
things  in  the  belief  that  they 
could  not  come  into  condemna- 
tion since  they  were  once  saved. 
Is  this  scriptural  or  not?  Is  this 
doctrine  true  or  false?  It  be- 
hooves us  all  to  know  what  the 
truth  is  on  this  subject  lest  we 
fall  into  error.  The  answer  can 
be  found  in  the  Bible. 


J.  M.  Blough 

Long-time  Missionary  to  India 
Tyrone,  Pennsylvania 

Excerpts  from  an  article  written  and 
printed  some  years  ago.  Continuing 
confusion  on  this  issue  has  led  to 
requests  that  this  article  be  lifted  up 
again. 

How  are  we  saved? 

"For  by  grace  have  ye  been 
saved  through  faith"  (Eph.  2: 
8). 

Two  factors  enter  into  the 
process  of  man's  salvation,  name- 
ly, grace  on  the  part  of  God, 
and  jaith  on  the  part  of  man. 
John  3:16  teaches  this  very 
plainly.  God  sent  his  Son  into 
the  world  because  of  his  great 
love  for  us,  and  all  that  he  did 
for  our  salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  measure  of  his  grace 
toward  us.  Without  it  no  one 
could  be  saved.  But  another  fac- 
tor is  also  necessary:  "That  who- 
soever believeth  on  him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life." 
This  is  the  faith  which  is  re- 
quired on  the  part  of  man.  He 
must  accept  the  Lord  Jesus  who 
is  the  way  of  salvation.  This  is 
the    only   way   for    man    to    be 


saved.  God  compels  no  one  to 
accept  this  salvation,  but  he  of- 
fers it  freely  to  all.  We  are  not 
predestined  to  be  saved  or  lost, 
but  "whosoever  will"  may  be 
saved.  Man  is  free  to  choose  for 
himself. 

How  is  salvation  maintained? 

"Who  are  kept  by  the  power 
of  God  through  faith  unto  sal- 
vation ready  to  be  revealed  in 
the  last  time"   (1  Peter  1:5). 

Again  two  factors  enter  into 
the  process  of  our  salvation 
(maintaining  our  salvation) : 
power  on  the  part  of  God,  and 
faith  on  the  part  of  man.  Salva- 
tion once  received  must  be  main- 
tained until  it  comes  to  comple- 
tion at  the  end  of  our  earthly 
pilgrimage.  This  is  accomplished 
through  co-operation  between 
God  and  man.  God  securing  by 
his  effective  power,  and  man  re- 
taining through  his  faith.  This 
faith  must  be  a  living  faith 
which  leads  to  faithfulness  in 
the  saved  individual.  Now  faith- 
fulness, as  we  shall  see  later, 
consists  of  (1)  abiding  faith.  (2) 
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constant  love,  and  (3)  willing 
obedience.  These  are  the  vir- 
tues of  the  Christian  life  which 
are  essential  to  maintain  its  sal- 
vation. This  statement  needs  to 
be  proved,  but  first  let  us  con- 
sider the  first  factor,  God's  part 
in  this  process. 

The  doctrine  of  assurance 

From  the  following  verses  we 
shall  see  that  the  Lord  is  both 
willing  and  able  to  save  all  who 
will  come  to  him. 

"For  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  an- 
gels, nor  principalities,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  powers,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  crea- 
ture, shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord"  (Rom. 
8:38,  39). 

"Now  unto  him  that  is  able 
to  guard  you  from  stumbling, 
and  to  set  you  before  the  pres- 
ence of  his  glory  without  blem- 
ish in  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only 
God  our  Savior,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  be  glory,  majes- 
ty, dominion  and  power,  before 
all  time,  and  now,  and  for  ever 
more.   Amen."  (Jude  24,  25). 

These  quotations  are  sufficient 
to  show  that  God  is  able  to  keep 
and  protect  his  own  from  every 
enemy  for  evermore.  This  is  in- 
deed "eternal  security."  O  bless- 
ed assurance!  Yes,  we  do  have 
the  assurance  that  we  are  safe 
and  secure  in  the  hands  of  a 
loving  Lord. 

Can  a  saved  person  fall  away? 

Now  we  come  to  the  crucial 
question:  Is  it  possible  for  one 
who  was  once  saved  to  turn  away 
from  God  and  be  lost?  Does 
God's  power  keep  us  regardless 
of  our  attitude  to  him  and  our 
conduct  in  life?  We  have  the 
assurance  that  God  can  keep  us, 
but  is  this  independent  of  our 
faith  and  faithfulness?  This  is 
the  question  that  needs  to  be 
answered. 

"God  spared  not  angels  when 
they  sinned,  but  cast  them  down 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 


The  Church  Empowered 

Acts  2:  1-41 


Prayer   pays 

On  Pentecost  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  born.  The  birth  followed 
a  period  of  prayer  which  lasted  for 
ten  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
the  Holy  Spirit  came.  It  came  as  a 
fire;  it  burned  out  the  dross  and 
warmed  men's  hearts;  it  set  them 
aglow  with  an  insuppressible  flame. 

The  church  needs  a  rebirth  in  our 
day.  Perhaps  the  first  thing  neces- 
sary, if  that  is  to  come  about,  is  a 
ten-day  prayer  meeting.  Perhaps  it 
would  take  longer  than  that  now 
since  there  is  a  good  bit  of  dross 
overlaying  and  smothering "  the 
church.  If  the  church  could  pray  in 
one  accord  today  until  the  Holy 
Spirit  could  be  set  aflame  within 
every  heart,  then  Pentecost  could 
come  again. 
Pentecost    puts    men    to    work 

After  this  praying  band  in  the  up- 
per room  had  received  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  upper  room 
could  not  contain  them.  They  burst 
out  of  there  with  a  rushing  sound 


even  greater  than  the  sound  of  the 
wind  which  brought  the  Spirit. 

Where  did  they  go?  Instead  of 
rushing  away  from  the  market  place 
and  the  city  streets  as  they  had  done 
only  fifty  days  before,  they  now 
rushed  directly  back  to  those  places. 
Instead  of  hiding  from  the  multi- 
tudes, out  of  fear  of  what  might  hap- 
pen to  them,  they  now  pressed  them- 
selves upon  the  multitude  fearlessly, 
thinking  only  of  what  they  might  do 
to  the  multitude. 

If     the     church     experienced     a 
Pentecost    today,    one    of    the    first 
things  it  would  do  would  'be  to  get 
to  work. 
Preaching   to   the   heart 

When  Peter  preached  to  the  mul- 
titudes, they  were  cut  to  the  heart. 
He  did  not  preach  in  platitudes.  He 
told  them  wherein  they  were  weak, 
what  their  sins  were.  He  made  it 
very  clear  to  them  wherein  salvation 
could  be  found.  Three  thousand  of 
them  were  baptized  that  day. 

That  was  a  great  sermon! 
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to  hell,  and  committed  them  to 
pits  of  darkness,  to  be  reserved 
unto  judgment"  (2  Peter  2:4). 
See  also  Jude  6.  Even  angels 
could  sin  and  lose  their  blessed 
estate. 

Adam  and  Eve  were  pure  and 
lived  in  the  fellowship  of  God, 
but  they  lost  their  beautiful 
home  in  the  garden.  They  made 
the  wrong  choice. 

"Remember  Lot's  wife"  (Luke 
17:32).  She  was  saved  from 
burning  Sodom,  but  perished 
along  the  way  because  she  was 
too  eager  for  the  things  that 
were  left  behind,  and  disobeyed 
the  command  of  the  Lord. 

The  children  of  Israel  were 
saved  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt 
only  to  be  destroyed  in  the  wil- 
derness because  they  lost  their 
faith  and  disobeyed. 

Unfaithful  disciples.  "Upon 
this  many  of  his  disciples  went 
back,  and  walked  no  more  with 
him.  Jesus  said  therefore  unto 
the  twelve,  Would  ye  also  go 
away?"    (John  6:66,  67).    Here 


we  see  that  it  was  a  daily  choice 
whether  one  would  follow  Jesus 
or  not;  and  Jesus  recognized  the 
possibility  of  the  twelve  also  for- 
saking him. 

Ananias  and  Sapphira  yielded 
to  covetousness  and  lied  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  thus  came  to 
grief   (Acts  5:1-10). 

Now  I  know  that  some  would 
contend  that  in  these  above  ex- 
amples those  who  were  lost  had 
never  been  really  saved.  Of 
course,  only  God  can  know  that. 
But  from  the  record  we  have  I 
cannot  see  how  this  position  can 
be  established. 

"But  he  that  endureth  to  the 
end,  the  same  shall  be  saved" 
(Matt.  10:22  and  24:13).  "Abide 
in  me,  and  I  in  you.  ...  If  a 
man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast 
forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  with- 
ered" (John  15:4,  6).  "He  that 
saith  he  abideth  in  him  ought 
himself  also  to  walk  even  as  he 
walked"  (1  John  2:6).  These 
verses  are  sufficient  to  show  that 
it  is  man's  responsibility  to  re- 


main  faithful,  and  also  that  it  is 
possible  for  him  to  be  unfaithful 
and  thus  lose  fellowship  with 
God  and  be  cut  off. 

"But  take  heed  to  yourselves, 
lest  haply  your  hearts  be  over- 
charged with  surfeiting,  and 
drunkenness,  and  cares  of  this 
life,  and  that  day  come  on  you 
suddenly  as  a  snare"  (Luke  21: 
34).  "Wherefore  let  him  that 
thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed 
lest  he  fall"  (1  Cor.  10:12). 
"Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the 
faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be 
strong"  (1  Cor.  16:13).  "Take 
heed,  brethren,  lest  haply  there 
shall  be  in  any  one  of  you  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  falling 
away  from  the  living  God"  (Heb. 
3:12). 

If  it  is  impossible  for  Chris- 
tians to  fall  away,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  all  these  warnings 
and  exhortations?  And  many 
more  like  them  might  be  given? 
Are  they  simply  written  for  ef- 
fect? Did  the  apostles  believe 
what  they  wrote,  or  were  they 
simply  trying  to  frighten  the 
Christians?  The  solemn  truth  re- 
mains that  falling  away  is  a 
possibility. 

"For  if  we  sin  willfully  after 
that  we  have  received  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth,  there  remain- 
eth  no  more  a  sacrifice  for  sins, 
but  a  certain  fearful  expectation 
of  judgment,  and  a  fierceness  of 
fire  which  shall  devour  the  ad- 
versaries" (Heb.  10:26,  27).  "For 
if,  after  they  have  escaped  the 
defilements  of  the  world  through 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  they  are 
again  entangled  therein  and 
overcome,  the  last  state  is  be- 
come worse  with  them  than  the 
first"   (2  Peter  2:20). 

These  verses  declare  emphati- 
cally that  such  as  have  been  en- 
lightened and  saved  from  the 
sins  of  the  world,  and  even  have 
been  made  partakers  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  may  fall  away  into  a 
condition  worse  than  at  first.  It 
seems  very  clear  that  these  had 
once  been  saved.  With  such  defi- 
nite statements  before  us  it  is 


hard  to  see  how  any  one  can 
have  the  courage  to  teach  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  security  as 
some  do. 

Conclusion 

We  must,  therefore,  conclude 
that  a  saved  person  can  be  -lost, 
but  it  is  never  due  to  the  lack 
of  God's  willingness  or  power  to 
save.  It  can  only  happen  if  a 
person  loses  his  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  his  Savior  (for  faith  is 
always  essential  to  salvation) ; 
or  if  he  fails  in  his  love  and  de- 
votion to  the  Lord  and  breaks 


his  commandments,  and  thus 
falls  into  the  sins  of  the  world. 
Praise  the  Lord  for  the  assurance 
that  no  one  need  have  any  fear 
of  being  lost,  for  the  Lord  will 
keep  us.  But  every  Christian 
must  remember  that  it  is  his  re- 
sponsibility always  to  choose  the 
right,  to  abide  in  Christ,  to  stand 
fast  in  the  faith,  to  hold  fast  the 
truth  and  to  remain  faithful  to 
the  end.  He  that  overcomes  shall 
inherit  the  eternal  blessings. 
"Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will 
draw  nigh  to  you." 


Kenneth  I.  Morse,  Appointed  Editor 


Raymond  R.  Peters 

General  Secretary 


AT  THE  recent  meeting  of 
the  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Kenneth  I.  Morse 
was  elected  unanimously  as  edi- 
tor of  the  Gospel  Messenger  suc- 
ceeding Desmond  W.  Bittinger, 
who  has  resigned  to  become  pres- 
ident of  McPherson  College,  be- 
ginning July  1,  1950.  Bro.  Morse 
is  well  qualified  both  in  training 
and  successful  editorial  experi- 
ence to  assume  this  important 
position  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

Kenneth  Morse  has  been  serv- 
ing as  youth  editor  for  the  past 
six  and  one-half  years.  In  this 
capacity  he  has  been  responsible 
for  editing  the  story  paper  for 
young  people  and  writing  the 
teachers'  and  pupils'  material  for 
the  Uniform  Sunday-school  les- 
sons for  youth  as  well  as  editing 
graded  lessons  for  intermediates. 
For  the  past  five  years  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  hym- 
nal committee  and  on  its  sub- 
committee on  literary  values. 

Kenneth  graduated  from  Juni- 
ata College  in  1934  and  received 
his  master's  degree  in  English 
literature  from  Pennsylvania 
State  College  in  1940.  In  addi- 
tion, he  took  a  year's  graduate 
work  in  the  field  of  philosophy 
at  Princeton  University  and 
part-time  work  for  three  years 
at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


He  taught  for  seven  years  in 
the  public  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. For  two  years  he  served 
as  adult  adviser  to  the  Middle 
Pennsylvania  youth  cabinet.  He 
was  licensed  and  installed  into 
the  ministry  in  the  First  church 
of  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  ordained  to  the  eldership  by 
the  Elgin  church. 

Bro.  Morse  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herman  V.  Morse  of 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  In  1941 
he  was  married  to  Margery  Han- 
awalt.  They  have  three  children, 
David,  six  years,  Paul,  four 
years,  and  Elizabeth  Ann,  two 
years. 

JANUARY     7,     1950  13 


The  General  Brotherhood  Board  Meets 

Raymond  R.  Peiers 

General  Secretary 


THE  week  of  November  7 
was  a  busy  one  for  members 
of  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board  as  they  worked  together 
in  Elgin  as  a  board,  in  commis- 
sions, as  directors  of  the  pension 
plan  and  of  the  publishing  house, 
as  well  as  in  a  number  of  sub- 
committee meetings. 

A  major  block  of  time  in  this 
meeting  was  given  to  review  and 
consideration  of  our  total  pro- 
gram on  the  Brotherhood  level. 
Programs  and  plans  in  Brethren 
Service,  Christian  education,  for- 
eign missions,  ministry  and  home 
missions,  and  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  were  reviewed.  Spe- 
cial attention  was  given  to  an 
analysis  of  the  foreign  mission 
program  and  the  plans  projected 
for  enlarged  work.  Everywhere 
enlarged  opportunities  present 
themselves,  limited  only  by  lack 
of  personnel  and/or  finance. 

The  board  feels  the  need  to 
continue  study  of  program  in  or- 
der to  establish  relative  empha- 
ses as  plans  and  budget  are  rec- 
ommended for  the  future.  It  has 
asked  its  committee  on  goals  and 
program  to  continue  study  on 
this  matter  and  bring  a  report  to 
the  March  1950  meeting.  This 
committee  (Norman  J.  Baugher, 
Burton  Metzler,  William  M. 
Beahm,  Hylton  Harman,  Paul  M. 
Robinson  and  Harper  S.  Will 
with  Raymond  R.  Peters,  ex  of- 
ficio) has  also  been  assigned  to 
study  the  query  passed  by  Annu- 
al Conference  calling  for  an 
over-all  study  of  our  church  pro- 
gram. The  findings  of  this  com- 
mittee will  be  reviewed  by  the 
entire  board. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  report- 
ed that  during  the  last  year  the 
following  people  had  severed 
their  relationship  with  the  board 
and  publishing  house  as  a  result 
of  the  effort  to  keep  spending 


within  income:  Arthur  H.  Pur- 
sell,  personnel  secretary;  A. 
Stauffer  Curry,  field  secretary; 
Merlin  Shull,  minister  to  nonres- 
idents; Julian  Griggs,  assistant 
in  peace  education;  John  D. 
Metzler,  Jr.,  assistant  in  relief 
and  rehabilitation;  E.  M.  Hersch, 
manager  of  the  publishing  house, 
F.  G.  Murphy,  foreman  in  the 
mailing  department.  Clinton 
Heckert  and  Revie  Slaubaugh, 
foremen,  transferred  to  John  F. 
Cuneo  Company  with  the  sale 
of  the  hard-bound  book  bindery. 
Merlin  Shull  is  working  in  the 
mailing  department  in  a  super- 
visory relationship.  Earl  H. 
Kurtz,  formerly  secretary-treas- 
urer, is  now  serving  as  manager 
of  the  publishing  house  and  Rob- 
ert Greiner  is  serving  as  treasur- 
er on  a  one-third  time  basis 
while  he  continues  as  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  board.  While 
some  of  the  responsibilities  car- 
ried by  people  who  left  the  staff 
have  been  shifted  to  others,  a 
number  of  services  to  the  Broth- 
erhood have  had  to  be  reduced 
as  a  result  of  limitation  in  staff 
personnel. 
Another     committee     of    the 


board  has  been  working  on  rec- 
ommendations for  more  effective 
promotion.  The  committee  in  re- 
porting to  the  board  suggested 
that  all  financial  promotion 
should  have  as  its  purpose  the 
promotion  of  the  church  of 
Christ  and  that  emphasis  should 
be  placed  on  the  Christian's  priv- 
ilege and  duty  to  give  to  the 
great  causes  of  organized  Chris- 
tianity today.  The  committee 
felt  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  to 
lift  up  needs  beyond  the  local 
church  and  that  much  of  this 
should  be  done  by  regional,  dis- 
trict and  local  personnel. 

Because  current  giving  has 
lagged  behind  the  amount  need- 
ed to  carry  on  the  Brotherhood 
program  as  authorized  by  An- 
nual Conference,  matters  of 
finance  and  promotion  called  for 
careful  consideration.  The  re- 
sponse of  the  churches,  some  of 
them  giving  more  than  they  did 
last  year,  is  appreciated.  Even 
so,  giving  at  the  end  of  the  first 
eight  months  of  the  current  fiscal 
year  was  $4,000  less  than  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  This 
leaves  a  balance  of  $667,000  to  be 
raised  in  the  last  four  months  as 
over  against  $633,000  raised  dur- 
ing the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Unless  the  church  responds  in 
an    unprecedented    way    before 
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March  1,  1950,  the  board  is  faced 
with  cutting  additional  phases 
of  the  present  program.  In  ad- 
dition, if  the  church  is  to  launch 
out  in  any  new  projects  or  di- 
rections, comparative  cuts  will 
need  to  be  made  in  other  areas 
of  our  present  work. 

Requests  for  loans  and  grants 
to  churches  far  exceed  the  funds 
available.  In  keeping  with  sound 
investment  principles  in  not 
placing  too  large  a  percentage  of 
investment  funds  in  one  type  of 
loan,  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board  voted  that  not  more  than 
thirty  per  cent  of  funds  entrust- 
ed to  the  church  for  investment 
should  be  placed  in  church  loans. 
This  represents  a  slight  increase 
in  the  .  amount  available  for 
church  loans  but  not  enough  to 
cover  the  large  number  of  re- 
quests for  such  loans. 

Plans  were  set  in  motion  to 
celebrate  in  1951  the  one  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  our  gen- 
eral church  publication,  begun 
as  the  Gospel  Visitor.  The  board 
also  considered  the  program  for 
displaced  persons  and  called  up- 
on the  churches  to  make  re- 
newed efforts  to  help  settle  refu- 
gees and  displaced  persons  and 
to  give  them  assistance  in  their 
problems  of  adjustment. 

J.  M.  and  Anna  D.  Blough, 
D.  J.  and  Anna  Lichty  and  Sadie 
Miller,  all  of  whom  have  served 
forty  or  more  years  as  mission- 
aries in  India,  and  Frank  H.  and 
Anna  Crumpacker,  who  have 
served  for  more  than  forty  years 
in  China,  were  recognized  in  one 
of  the  sessions  of  the  board. 

In  considering  editorial  policy 
for  the  Gospel  Messenger,  the 
board  voted  that  a  group  of  con- 
tributing editors  should  be  cho- 
sen annually  to  counsel  with  the 
editor  and  to  write  frequently 
for  its  pases.  While  the  board 
will  continue  its  administrative 
responsibilities  to  the  Gospel 
Messenger,  it  was  felt  that  this 
procedure  would  provide  a  broad 
base  for  developing  editorial  pol- 
icy. Announcement  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Kenneth  I.  Morse 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

My  husband  and  I  have  been  mar- 
ried seven  months  now  and  are  quite 
happy.  However,  there  is  one  thing 
that  has  been  giving  me  concern  of 
late  and  I  decided  to  ask  your  advice. 

Somehow  when  we  started  our  life 
together  in  our  little  apartment,  we 
drifted  into  the  habit  of  eating  our 
meals  without  first  expressing 
thanks.  My  husband  came  into  the 
church  just  before  we  were  married, 
but  was  not  reared  in  a  Christian 
home.  I  realize  now  I  should  have 
taken  the  initiative  in  the  very  be- 
ginning, but  since  I  didn't,  I  men- 
tioned it  to  him  the  other  day  and  he 
feels  it  would  be  embarrassing  when 
we  have  company  and  that  it  isn't 
necessary  anyway.  It  really  bothers 
me  because  I  want  our  home  to  be 
Christian  and  to  me  grace  at  meals 
belongs  in  it. 

Do  you  think  it  is  worth  pushing 
for  and,  if  so,  how  shall  I  go  about 
getting  it  done? 

A  Concerned  Wife. 
Dear   Friend, 

To  sit  down  to  a  table  with  plenty 
of  food,  nourishing  food,  upon  which 
our  very  physical  life  depends,  and 
not  pause  to  give  thanks  to  God,  the 
Ultimate  Giver  of  all  food,  seems  to 
me  to  be  bold,  self-sufficient,  and  un- 
christian. So  I  agree  with  you  that 
grace  at  meals  belongs  in  a  Christian 
home  and  commend  you  for  being 
enough  concerned  about  its  lack  in 
your  home  to  do  something  construc- 
tive about  it. 

Gratitude  is  one  of  the  noblest  at- 
titudes   of    the    human    heart    and, 


when  sincerely  expressed,  kindles  a 
spark  of  spiritual  fellowship  between 
the  one  saying  thanks  and  the  one 
being  thanked.  When  it  is  being 
given  to  God,  it  brings  out  in  us 
the  feelings  of  humility,  co-opera- 
tion, respect  and  reverence  along 
with  the  consciousness  of  the  near- 
ness of  God.  Surely  any  ceremony 
or  rite  which  fosters  these  qualities, 
so  essential  to  the  building  of  good 
home  life,  is  worth  pushing  for. 

I  would  like,  first  of  all,  to  suggest 
the  importance  of  your  doing  the 
pushing  in  a  loving,  redemptive  way 
and  not  in  a  "better  than  thou" 
frame  of  mind.  Your  attitude  is  so 
important.  Plan  that  the  next  time 
you  mention  it  or  make  suggestions 
as  to  an  approach,  it  be  during  a  time 
of  relaxed,  happy  conversation  and 
not  in  connection  with  a  strained 
situation. 

To  start  with,  you  might  make 
your  grace  at  meals  a  short  period 
of  silent  thanks.  Some  people  join 
hands  across  the  table  during  this 
time.  Or  you  might  invite  a  young 
man,  whom  your  husband  respects, 
and  his  wife  to  eat  a  meal  with  you 
and  ask  this  friend  to  give  thanks. 
Then  to  get  started  in  audible  ex- 
pression, you  might  write  several 
short  prayers  of  thanks  or  copy  some 
from  a  book  of  prayers  or  a  hymnal 
and  have  one  typed  and  lying  beside 
the  plate  of  one  of  you  to  be  read. 
Later  a  choice  one  could  be  mem- 
orized and,  with  you  leading  the 
way,  we  would  hope  that  spon- 
taneous thanks  would  develop. 

Your  Counselor. 


to  succeed  the  present  editor  is 
found  on  page  13. 

Members  of  the  board  come 
from  all  sections  of  the  Brother- 
hood and  truly  represent  the 
church.  The  board  has  been 
working  together  for  three  years 
and  is  growing  in  the  spirit  of 
understanding  and  of  procedures 
in  working  together  as  a  family 
on  common  problems.  The  prob- 
lem of  proper  balance  in  the 
Brotherhood  program  is  a  large 
one  and  one  which  needs  con- 
stant study  and  evaluation.  The 
board  continues  to  welcome  sug- 
gestions from  the  Brotherhood. 


A  Song  in  the  Night 

Perhaps  at  night  the  line  of  a 
hymn  will  come  to  us  when  we 
are  restless  and  find  sleep  dif- 
ficult. 

This  verse  came  to  me  and  I 
found  it  helpful  and  perhaps  you 
will  too.  So  I  will  copy  it  for 
you. 

Simply  trusting  every  day, 
Trusting  through  a  stormy  way, 
Even  when  my  faith  is  small 
Trusting  Jesus,  that  is  all. 
— Julia  Graydon,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Mrs.  Burton  Meizler  of  McPherson,  Kansas,  suffered 
a  painful  injury  in  a  recent  fall.  She  is  in  the  McPherson 
County  hospital.  They  are  appreciating  the  prayers  and 
good  wishes  of  the  church  in  their  behalf. 

Ray  Petersime  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  holds  the  nation- 
al championship  so  far  for  the  number  of  displaced 
persons  he  has  been  able  to  place  in  homes  in  this 
country.  His  picture  was  recently  featured  widely  in 
the  secular  and  religious  press. 

The  local  Elgin  church  has  been  active  in  bringing 
displaced  persons  to  their  city  and  community.  These 
persons  have  been  interviewed  over  the  local  radio, 
have  visited  many  of  the  churches  and  are  becoming 
active  participants  in  the  community  life. 

At  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Tuesday  night  classes  are  being  held 
for  DPs,  refugees  and  others  who  have  come  to  this 
country  out  of  Europe.  Allen  Weldy  of  the  Brethren 
participates  in  this  program  as  well  as  do  others  who 
have  dependent  persons  in  their  homes  or  churches. 

Larry  Gara,  the  college  instructor  at  Bluffton,  Ohio, 
who  was  imprisoned  for  having  told  his  students  to 
follow  their  conscience  in  the  matter  of  military  con- 
scription, has  now  been  released  on  probation.  Since 
he  must  report  regularly  to  a  probation  officer  in  Detroit, 
he  has  taken  a  job  near  by  as  a  bricklayer. 

More  than  fifty  church  leaders  and  pacifists  from 
twenty  countries  met  recently  in  India  for  a  study  of 
the  peacemaking  and  peace-building  techniques  of 
Mahatma  Gandhi.  About  fifteen  Americans  were  in- 
cluded in  this  group.  They  are  seeking  for  new  insight, 
new  power  and  new  courage  to  build  peace  in  the  world. 

Ninety  Brethren  families  have  received  German  high 
school  students.  There  seem  to  be  so  many  good  results 
from  this  program  that  an  additional  100  students  are 
being  brought  to  America  to  be  placed  in  Brethren 
homes.  Many  of  these  German  children  are  attending 
Brethren  services  and  are  learning  a  lot  about  our 
understandings  of  the  Christian  way  of  life.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  benefits  from  this  year  of  Christian 
fellowship  in  the  U.S.  may  pay  off  in  many  years  of 
Christian  service  back  in  Germany  when  these  students 
return. 

At  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  the  women's  work  became  the 
instruments  through  which  a  new  church  has  been 
started.  The  first  meeting  of  Brethren  in  Kingsport  was 
an  organization  of  Brethren  women  in  the  city.  There 
were  nine  charter  members.  Before  long,  they  were  able 
to  join  their  families  to  the  group  through  an  organized 
Sunday  school.  At  the  present  time  they  are  meeting  in 
a  private  home  for  worship  and  church  school.  Eleven 
have  been  baptized  into  the  group  recently.  In  Septem- 
ber of  1948  the  Kingsport  Church  of  the  Brethren  was 
organized.  Lots  were  purchased  and  plans  were  made 
for  the  construction  of  a  church  building.  The  women 
are  continuing  their  organization.  They  will  be  at  the 
heart  of  the  building  enterprise  and  will  seek  to  raise 
as  much  money  for  it  as  they  can.  Let  us  not  underrate 
the  power  of  the  women! 
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The  American  Bible  Society  recently  shipped  54,000 
Korean  New  Testaments  to  Korea.  They  have  sent 
Scriptures  in  Braille  to  Japan.  They  have  published 
two  volumes  of  Scriptures  in  Spanish  Braille. 

A  national  conference  on  church  and  war  will  be  held 
in  Detroit  in  May  to  study  methods  of  promoting  peace 
in  a  world  which  seems  geared  to  war.  Dr.  Albert 
Edward  Day  will  be  the  leader  of  the  group.  Thirteen 
denominations  are  co-operating  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  A.  Cassel  from  Weslaco,  Texas, 
send  appreciation  for  the  interest  and-  the  prayers  of 
the  church  in  Bro.  Cassel's  behalf.  He  has  been  ill  for 
some  time  and  they  are  hoping  that  the  sunshine  of 
Rio  Grande  Valley  will  be  of  benefit.  Their  home  has 
been  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

The  Methodist  commission  on  world  peace,  with  its 
headquarters  in  New  York,  has  begun  a  drive  for  uni- 
versal reduction  of  armaments.  Twenty-four  thousand 
ministers  are  enrolled  in  this  campaign.  The  goal  is  to 
persuade  the  United  States  to  take  the  lead  in  armament 
reductions.   Other  nations,  it  is  believed,  will  follow. 

The  Kokomo  Tribune  and  the  Indianapolis  News  of 
Indiana  featured  quite  prominently  the  story  of  a  dis- 
placed persons  family  which  was  brought  to  Kokomo 
by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  there.  At  first  Mrs. 
Garibian  feared  very  much  to  go  to  a  church  party  meet- 
ing for  she  thought  that  party  meant  Communist  Party. 
Robert  Byerly  is  the  pastor  of  the  Kokomo  church. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  advisory  council  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  a  budget  of  more  than  $3,000,000 
for  the  publication  of  Scriptures  in  1950  was  adopted. 
This  is  an  increase  of  $800,000  over  the  1949  budget. 
They  have  a  courageous  program  of  spreading  the  Scrip- 
tures to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Ross  D.  Murphy  is  the 
Brethren  representative  on  this  advisory  committee. 

Lewis  Naylor,  pastor  of  the  South  Beatrice  church  in 
Nebraska,  has  been  calling  attention  through  his  bulle- 
tin to  the  articles  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  which  have 
lifted  up  the  theme  of  the  year,  Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life.  The  people  of  his  congregation  are  undertaking  to 
deepen  their  spiritual  lives  in  different  ways,  one  of 
which  includes  a  widening  service  to  their  fellow  men. 

Many  cities  and  towns  across  the  country  and  many 
universities  are  participating  actively  in  the  United 
Evangelistic  Campaign  which  is  sweeping  our  country 
under  the  direction  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches. 
In  Philadelphia  the  Baptists  set  out  to  gain  10,000  new 
members  in  one  week  and  surpassed  their  goal.  In  other 
cities,  mayors,  city  councils,  Sunday-school  and  church 
leaders  are  co-operating  in  this  new  evangelical  effort. 

Brother  and  Sister  Forrest  L.  Weller  of  the  University 
of  South  Dakota  have  been  broadcasting  over  KUSD 
for  some  time  on  the  subject,  Your  Family.  Beginning 
in  November,  their  broadcast  continued  each  week 
throughout  the  months  of  December  and  January.  They 
will  likely  expand  this  service  in  the  future  and  will 
be  able  to  be  heard  over  a  wider  area.  In  addition  to 
radio  broadcasting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weller  travel  widely 
giving  lectures  on  family  life. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Dr.  Kagawa  from  Japan  left  in  December  for  a  six 
months'  evangelistic  tour  in  the  British  Isles.  There  are 
many  who  await  eagerly  to  hear  what  this  Christian 
leader  will  say  as  he  challenges  the  world  to  follow 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  Gospel  Messenger  expresses  its  thanks  for  the 
many  Christmas  cards  and  Christmas  greetings  which 
were  directed  its  way.  This  was  a  thoughtful  thing  for 
the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  to  do.  We  appreci- 
ated also  the  many  Christmas  bulletins  and  district 
releases  which  came  to  us. 

Brother  and  Sister  David  G.  Wine  of  the  Enders 
church,  Nebr.,  and  their  thirteen  children  celebrated  the 
golden  wedding  anniversary  of  the  parents  on  Jan.  1. 
Brother  and  Sister  Wine  held  open  house  to  which  many 
of  the  friends  and  neighbors  came  from  long  distances 
to  wish  them  continuing  golden  years. 

The  young  adult  organization  of  the  Western  District 
of  Pennsylvania  are  active  and  enthusiastic.  They  an- 
ticipate sending  regular  releases  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger telling  of  their  work.  At  one  of  their  recent 
meetings  they  adopted  as  a  project  the  giving  of  a  $100 
duplicating  machine  for  the  Africa  training  school. 
They  will  select  other  projects  as  the  years  progress. 
They  produce  a  young  adult  paper  entitled  Young  Adult 
Spotlight. 

The  Wichita.  Kansas,  church  is  dedicating  its  new 
building  on  Sunday,  Jan.  8.  The  Saturday  night  preced- 
ing there  will  be  a  dedication  of  the  organ  and  an  organ 
recital.  The  dedication  services  on  Jan.  8  will  fill  the 
entire  day.  The  speaker  will  be  D.  W.  Bittinger  of  Elgin. 
Morning  services  will  be  at  eleven.  There  will  be  after- 
noon services  and  in  the  evening  the  a  cappella  choir 
from  McPherson  College  will  give  a  program  at  seven; 
at  eight  Bro.  Bittinger  will  give  the  concluding  message. 

Brother  and  Sister  William  H.  Rummel  of  near 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  after  reading  Rufus  Bowman's  article 
suggesting  that  we  sacrifice  a  meal  frequently  and  give 
that  amount  to  the  cause  of  the  kingdom,  felt  con- 
strained to  move  in  that  direction.  Accordingly,  they 
sent  almost  the  total  amount  of  their  income  for  one 
month  to  the  General  Brotherhood  Board.  They  are 
aged  people  and  their  income  is  not  large  but  they 
were  willing  to  make  this  sacrifice,  they  said,  "In 
order  that  the  young  people  who  were  pictured  on  the 
cover  of  the  Messenger  and  who  wish  to  go  to  the  mis- 
sion field  but  are  not  able  on  account  of  finances  can 
go  more  quickly." 

At  Holmesville,  Nebr..  the  South  Beatrice  church  de- 
cided to  establish  a  Lord's  corn  crib.  The  project  was 
started  by  the  homebuilders'  class,  of  which  Mrs.  Ronald 
Orr  is  president.  The  Lord's  corn  crib  was  set  up  on 
the  church  lawn.  The  farmers  of  the  community  brought 
in  loads  of  corn  as  a  donation  to  the  work  of  the  church, 
both  local  and  world-wide.  In  a  very  short  time  the 
crib  was  filled  to  overflowing.  In  addition  to  this,  Robert 
Mohler  of  McPherson,  Kansas,  who  owns  a  farm  in  that 
vicinity,  asked  the  men's  work  whether  they  would  care 
to  build  a  corn  crib  for  him  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  an 
hour  for  their  work.  The  men  built  Bro.  Mohler  a  corn 
crib  in  567  hours.  This  money  also  is  to  go  for  the 
work  of  the  kingdom. 


One  church  writes:  "Our  church  had  a  100%  club  a 
few  years  ago.  Some  of  our  members  thought  that  it 
cost  the  church  too  much  and  we  discontinued  it.  It 
was  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  our  church  has  ever 
made.  Now  we  are  trying  again  to  set  up  a  club  since 
it  will  help  us  locally  and  in  understanding  the  Brother- 
hood program." 

The  Dixon  church  of  Illinois  has  set  up  for  the  month 
of  March  and  into  April  a  very  interesting  series  of 
Lenten  services.  They  have  different  speakers  from 
different  churches,  some  Brethren  and  some  from  other 
denominations,  to  meet  with  them  on  Wednesday  night 
for  special  Lenten  emphasis.  They  prefer  this  to  con- 
centrating the  entire  effort  in  the  pre-Easter  meeting. 
Some  of  their  Brethren  speakers  are  Jesse  Ziegler, 
Wayne  Crist,  Foster  Statler  and  Clarence  Fike. 

The  column.  Your  Family  Counselor,  begins  in  this 
issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  It  will  deal  with  family 
problems.  Feel  free  to  write  either  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger; to  Ruth  Shriver,  secretary  of  the  Family  Life 
Committee;  or  to  either  of  the  three  names  appearing 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  submitting  your  questions. 
They  will  be  answered  in  due  time  through  the  column 
and  any  names  or  personal  identifications  will  be  with- 
held. We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  you  as  to 
what  you  think  of  this  column. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    Harold    R.   Myers    of   Elkhart,    Ind.,    in    the    Okeechobee 
church,  Fla.,  Jan.  17-29. 

Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  the  Chambersburg 
church,  Pa.,  Jan.  8. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Tyrone  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Pulaski  church,  Va. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bremen  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bareville  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Va. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Keyser  church,  W.  Va. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Hooversville  church,  Pa. 

Seven  added  to  the  Clear  Creek  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Red  River  church,  Ohio. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Dupont  church,  Ohio. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Woodbury  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Little  River  church,  Va. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Battle  Creek  church,  Mich. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Peach  Blossom  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Painter  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Upper  Conewago  church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  New  Enterprise  church,  Pa. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  in  the  Chippewa  Valley  church.   Wis. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Nicholas  Garden  church.  Oregon. 

Twenty-nine  baptized  in  the  Carson  Valley  church.  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Mechanicsburg 
church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Longmeadow 
church,  Md. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Rossville 
church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Hutchinson 
church,  Kansas. 

Twenly-two  baptized  and  seventeen  reconsecrated  in  the  Pine 
Creek  church,  Ind. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  8 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Church  Empowered.— Acts  2:  1-41. 
Memory  Selection:  Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins;  and 
you  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    Acts  2:38. 

CBYF  Topic  for  January,  Japan. 
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The  Church  of  the  Brethren 


Harvey  M.  Landis 

Falfurrias,  Texas 


on  the  MEXICAN  BORDER 


THE  Falfurrias  project  has  been 
taking  shape  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Bro.  John  Stump, 
in  co-operation  with  the  district, 
originated  and  promoted  the  idea 
of  a  church-sponsored  school  for 
Mexican  youth  to  be  located  here. 
His  death  some  years  ago  left  the 
project  in  a  declining  condition. 
The  property  was  taken  over  by 
the  Texas  and  Louisiana  District, 
which  in  turn  leased  it  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission.  Since  then 
the  two  organizations  have  co-op- 
erated in  the  task  of  developing 
here  a  vocational  school  with  a 
strong  religious  emphasis. 

Falfurrias  is  ninety  miles  from 
the  Mexican  border.  The  popula- 
tion of  this  part  of  Texas  is  about 
seventy-five  per  cent  Mexican.  The 
problem  of  race  prejudice  is  very 
real  and  is  evident  in  the  fact  that 
Mexican  workers  are  victims  of 
segregation  and  discrimination  in 
employment  much  as  the  Negro 
workers  are  in  other  places.  A  little 
visiting  in  the  rural  areas  near  us, 
plus  a  brief  trip  across  the  border, 
gives  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
needs  to  be  met.  Adequate  housing, 
sanitation  and  vocational  skills  are 
sadly  lacking.  Religion  with  a  prac- 
tical social  and  spiritual  emphasis  is 
needed  as  much  here  as  in  any 
foreign  land. 

The  vision  is  twofold.  We  hope  to 
reach  out  into  our  immediate  com- 
munity through  the  church  and 
church  school,  recreational  and  club 
programs,  and  also  to  draw  from 
across  the  border  promising  Mexican 
youth  who  will  learn  the  skills  that 
will  help  them  raise  the  standards 
of  living  in  their  home  communities. 
They  will  also  learn  the  Christian 
attitudes  and  dynamic  which  will 
transform  the  basic  hopelessness  of 
their  people   into   a  living  hope  in 


Christ,  without  which  no  program 
of  social  betterment  can  be  lasting. 
The  long-range  vision  is  that  some 
follow-up  program  may  be  devel- 
oped to  extend  a  strong  missionary 
influence  from  this  place  into  the 
villages  across  the  border.  Also,  this 
may  become  a  training  center  for 
new  workers  in  a  growing  Church 
of  the  Brethren  mission  program 
in  South  America. 

The  initial  steps  in  establishing 
this  school  are  to  develop  the  farm 
and  provide  adequate  housing  for 
staff  and  a  shop  building.  Income 
for  the  support  of  this  program  is 
partly  from  B.S.C.  and  partly  from 
the  oil  and  gas  wells  on  the  prop- 
erty. Labor  is  provided  at  present 
by  groups  of  volunteers  from  church- 
es representing  the  five  regions  of 
the  Brotherhood,  who  receive  in- 
itial training  at  New  Windsor.  These 
young  people  are  without  technical 
training  or  experience,  and  the 
group  changes  every  few  months. 
While  this  presents  some  problems 
in  an  ongoing  program,  these  young 
people  are  receiving  valuable  train- 


A  young  member  is 
added  to  the  church  at 
Falfurrias  by  Harvey 
Landis.  Bro.  Landis  is 
supervising  the  proj- 
ect's construction  work 
and  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  manual  training 
school  when  it  com- 
mences 


ing  and  are  making  a  noteworthy 
contribution.  In  future  years  the 
church  may  feel  a  growing  appre- 
ciation for  these  early  developments 
made  on  the  Falfurrias  farm  because 
the  church  will  realize  that  what 
may  be  lacking  in  professional  de- 
tails is  more  than  balanced  by  the 
spirit  of  devotion  and  love  for  the 
church  which  motivates  the  succes- 
sive groups  of  young  people  who  are 
doing  the  work. 

At  the  present  time  two  couples 
are  employed  on  the  staff — one  to 
head  up  the  farm  development,  the 
other  the  construction  program. 
There  are  ten  volunteers  serving  on 
the  project.  In  the  past  year  205 
acres  have  been  cleared  of  a  thick 
growth  of  mesquite  and  cactus  and 
put  under  cultivation  or  productive 
pasture.  A  fine  dairy  herd  is  being 
developed,  for  dairying  is  one  of 
the  most,  productive  sources  of  in- 
come in  this  area.  There  are  at 
present  ten  cows  and  six  heifers  in 
the  growing  herd.  A  grade-A  dairy 
barn  has  been  built  and  has  been 
in  use  for  some  time.   An  additional 
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barn  is  being  constructed  from  ma- 
terials salvaged  from  the  old  barn. 
A  good  income  was  realized  last  year 
from  the  farm  and  herd. 

The  shop  has  been  built  and  will 
be  equipped  to  teach  such  skills 
as  welding,  sheet  metal,  woodwork, 
auto  mechanics,  radio  repair,  as  well 
as  barbering  and  other  hobbies 
which  may  appeal  to  the  students. 

The  first  house  was  completed  in 
October  1949.  It  is  a  six-room  house 
to  be  occupied  by  a  staff  family. 
Construction  for  the  next  eight  or 
nine  months  will  center  upon  the 
building  of  the  church.  With  the  aid 
of  Bro.  Forrest  U.  Groff,  a  beautiful 
Spanish  mission  type  structure  has 
been  planned.  It  will  be  of  aggre- 
gate composition  blocks  with  steel 
window  frames  which  will  give  the 
qualities  of  endurance  needed  in  this 
climate.  The  immediate  construc- 
tion will  likely  be  only  the  sanctu- 
ary with  a  large  semibasement  be- 
low. For  the  immediate  future  this 
will  serve  both  the  educational  and 
recreational  needs  of  the  church.  The 
plans  include  the  eventual  addition 
of  an  educational  wing  composed 
of  six   adequate   classrooms. 

All  services  at  the  present  must 
be  held,  as  they  have  for  many 
years,  in  the  inadequate  space  pro- 
vided in  the  old  dormitory  building. 
Crowded  conditions  in  the  past  dis- 
couraged efforts  to  expand  the 
church  outreach  into  the  community. 
The  call  of  the  Falfurrias  congrega- 
tion for  the  1950  district  meeting 
has  been  accepted.  Every  effort  will 
be  made  to  have  the  new  church 
ready  by  next  July.  As  soon  as  the 
church  is  completed  another  staff 
house  is  to  be  built;  so  the  strenu- 
ous building  program  will  continue 
throughout  this  year. 

The  school  program  will  be  in- 
itiated just  as  soon  as  the  construc- 
tion program  is  over  the  peak  so 
that  students  can  be  properly  housed 
and  sufficient  staff  time  be  released 
for  teaching. 


Nappanee  service  center  received 
77,500  pounds  of  material  for  the 
pieces-for-peace  project  of  the  Unit- 
ed Council  of  Church  Women.  Car- 
rying through  the  idea  of  rehabilita- 
tion, this  project  was  to  provide  cloth 
and  thread  for  the  women  of  Europe 
and  Asia  so  that  they  could  make 
their  own  clothing  necessities. 

During  the  month  of  November, 
37,000  pounds  of  other  clothing,  2% 
tons  of  food  and  over  3  tons  of  used 
fats  for  soap  were  received  at  the 
center.  The  soap  processed  amounted 
to  6,836  pounds. 


A  VOLUNTEER  SPEAKS 


IT  IS  a  slow  job  and  one  far 
from  completed,  but  gradually 
the  Brethren  vocational  school 
at  Falfurrias,  Texas,  is  materializ- 
ing. The  new  dairy  barn  is  finished, 
and  the  house  and  shop  building  are 
nearly    completed. 

The  purpose  of  constructing  the 
buildings  and  developing  the  project 
is  to  give  some  Mexican  youths  vo- 
cational training  and  religious  edu- 
cation. It  is  impossible  to  set  up 
such  a  project  in  Mexico.  Mexican 
boys  will  be  brought  here  for  a  year 
at  a  time  and  taught  the  things  that 
will  be  most  helpful  to  them  when 
they  go  home. 

Although  some  time  will  be  given 
to  classroom  studies,  the  main  em- 
phasis of  the  school  will  be  on  voca- 
tional training.  As  it  is,  few  Mexi- 
cans have  the  opportunity  to  learn 
any  mechanical  skills;  consequently, 
they  are  forced  to  do  the  most 
menial  tasks.  If  they  can  be  taught 
manual  skills  here,  such  as  metal 
work,  woodworking,  auto  mechanics 
and  some  electrical  work,  then  when 
they  go  home  they  will  be  the  be- 
ginning of  a  movement  that  will  bet- 
ter the  living  conditions  of  the  poor 
people  in  Mexico.  By  thus  helping 
them  materially,  an  opening  will  be 
made  for  some  missionary  work, 
which  is  the  ultimate  goal. 

The  present  personnel  consists  of 
ten  volunteers  and  two  directors 
and  their  families.  When  the  build- 
ings are  completed  and  the  school 
under  way,  the  Mexican  students 
will   work    with   the    volunteers    at 


least  part  of  each  day.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  only  work  being  done 
with  Mexicans  is  bringing  some  from 
the  surrounding  community  to  the 
church  service  and  church-sponsored 
recreation.  This  condition  brings  up 
one  of  our  main  problems;  that  is, 
how  we  can  keep  up  our  morale  or 
enthusiasm  when  we  cannot  see  the 
immediate  results  of  our  work.  At 
times  our  daily  tasks  seem  far  from 
bringing  help  to  the  Mexican  people. 
However,  we  try  to  keep  in  mind 
that  we  are  laying  the  groundwork 
for  a  project  with  unlimited  possi- 
bilities and  that  however  undra- 
matic  our  work  may  seem,  if  it  will 
eventually  be  uplifting  to  our  fellow- 
man,  it  is  certainly  a  most  worthy 
task. 

We  find  also  that  while  we  are 
trying  to  help  others  we  get  experi- 
ence that  is  very  beneficial  to  our- 
selves. Group  living  makes  us  feel 
the  need  for  more  knowledge  on  how 
to  get  along  with  people  and  how 
to  understand  and  work  with  each 
other  so  that  each  individual  will 
be  able  to  contribute  his  best. 

Also,  when  you  are  exposed  to 
the  pitiable  conditions  of  some  peo- 
ple, you  realize  more  fully  the  re- 
sponsibility of  being  a  Christian  in 
the  present  age. 

We  feel  that  putting  money  and 
time  into  projects  such  as  this  one 
is  the  best  way  to  show  people  that 
we  have  an  unselfish  religion  that 
not  only  is  uplifting  to  us,  but  one 
that  is  interested  in  helping  all  man- 
kind toward  a  more  abundant  life. 


Volunteers  play  a  large 
part  in  the  construction 
work  at  the  Falfurrias  proj- 
ect. Vernon  Tully,  a  mem- 
ber of  its  first  volunteer 
service  unit,  is  shown  at 
work  on  one  of  the  build- 
ings 
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IF  WE  want  church  school  teach- 
ers to  grow  in  knowledge,  in 
faith  and  in  teaching  ability,  we 
must  first  pick  teachers  who  are 
capable  of  growth.  And  to  enlist 
such  teachers  we  must  challenge 
them  with  a  really  worth-while  job. 
A  high  standard  of  work  can  never 
be  achieved  when  just  any  "willing 
soul"  is  judged  capable  of  teaching. 
So  long  as  the  criteria  for  selecting 
teachers  is  no  higher  than  this  and 
so  long  as  the  method  of  selection  is 
"catch  as  catch  can"  or  a  "game  of 
tag,"  there  is  no  use  trying  a  "train- 
ing in  service"  program. 
We  enlist  the  best  teachers 

One  day  I  called  in  the  home  of 
one  of  the  finest  women  I  have 
known.  She  was  reared  in  a  Chris- 
tian home,  was  a  graduate  of  a 
church  college,  the  mother  of  three 
fine  children,  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  services  of  the  church,  a  worker 
in  the  women's  society,  a  Junior 
Leaguer,  a  past  president  of  the 
P.T.A.  She  had  a  charming  person- 
ality and  was  genuinely  religious. 
She  was  just  the  kind  of  person  we 
needed  and  wanted  on  the  staff  of 
our  church  school.  But  when  I  in- 
vited her  to  teach  she  said,  "I  feel 
honored  that  you  have  invited  me 
to  teach  in  the  church  school,  but 
I  can't  accept.  I  have  had  no  train- 
ing for  such  work." 

Of  course,  I  did  not  accept  her 
refusal.  It  was  up  to  me  to  do  a 
good  job  of  salesmanship.  I  had  to 
convince  her  on  three  points: 

First,  I  challenged  her  to  partici- 
pate in  a  first-rate  educational  pro- 
gram. She  was  aware  that  the  kind 
of  teaching  being  done  in  our  school 
was  very  different  from  what  she 
had  received  as  a  child.  Her  chil- 
dren were  learning  things  that  she 
had  never  dreamed  of  when  she  was 
their  age.  This  was  why  she  felt  un- 
equal to  the  task. 

Second,  I  had  to  show  her  that 
she  did  actually  possess  many  of 
the  qualifications  essential  for  good 
teaching.  She  was  gracious,  kind, 
charming  in  personality;  she  loved 
the  church;  she  had  a  wholesome 
outlook  on  life;  she  had  many  of 
the  fine  traits  of  character  that  go 
to  make  up  the  day-by-day  life  of  a 
Christian.  She  had  something  of 
herself  to  give  to  others.  That  is  the 
essence  of  good  teaching. 

And  third,  I  had  to  convince  her 


that  she  could  learn  on  the  job.  She 
did  not  then  have  all  the  factual 
background  she  would  need,  but  she 
was  a  growing  person  and  we  had 
provision  in  our  organization  for 
helping  teachers  acquire  the  tech- 
niques of  teaching  and  the  content 
of  religion.  As  I  told  her  about  our 
"training   in  service"   program  con- 


and  described  the  work  of  the  de- 
partment. It  was  decided  that  she 
would  work  in  the  sixth  grade.  A 
full  year  of  materials,  both  teacher 
and  pupil,  were  placed  in  her  hands 
so  that  she  could  begin  preparation 
for  her  work  with  an  over-all  view 
of  what  the  curriculum  for  the 
year  would  be. 


Helping  Teachers 

Grow  in  Service 


L.  F.  Sensctbcrugh 
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ducted  in  all  departments  of  the 
church  school,  she  became  interest- 
ed, and  agreed  with  me  that  "only 
they  who  are  growing  can  cause 
others  to  grow."  Before  I  left  I  had 
her  promise  to  serve  in  the  church 
school,  if  she  were  elected  by  the 
board  of  education,  on  condition  that 
we  would  provide  for  her  training. 

It  happened  that  I  made  the  in- 
itial approach  in  this  case.  It  might 
have  been  the  pastor  or  the  de- 
partment superintendent.  We  were 
always  on  the  lookout  for  the  best 
qualified  persons  in  the  community 
to  fill  vacancies  in  our  staff.  When  a 
prospect  was  found  at  least  two  oth- 
er persons  in  places  of  responsibility 
called  on  her  to  evaluate  her  quali- 
fications and  to  interpret  to  her  the 
nature  of  the  program  being  con- 
ducted. On  the  basis  of  their  re- 
ports her  name  would  be  presented 
to  the  board  of  education  for  formal 
election.  This  procedure  helped  to 
keep  the  standards  high  and  to 
make  it  an  honor  to  be  asked  to 
teach  in  our  church  school. 
We  orient  them  to  the  work 

In  the  case  of  this  woman,  I  re- 
ported my  visit  to  the  junior  super- 
intendent, since  that  was  the  age 
group  she  seemed  most  interested 
in.  It  is  important  to  put  a  new 
worker  where  she  will  be  happiest 
and  have  the  best  chance  of  success. 
The    superintendent    called    on    her 


Then  came  a  period  of  preparation 
and  orientation.  It  was  arranged 
that  she  make  a  number  of  visits 
to  the  junior  department  and  to  a 
class  where  good  teaching  was  in 
progress.  She  would  attend  the 
faculty  meetings  each  month,  take 
part  in  the  study,  enjoy  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  other  teachers  in  the  de- 
partment, and  gain  some  insight  into 
the  problems  being  faced  by  the 
other  workers. 

Soon  she  would  be  invited  to  sub- 
stitute for  some  teacher  who  was 
absent,  but  only  when  she  had  had 
sufficient  time  to  make  special  prep- 
aration for  that  particular  assign- 
ment. She  would,  if  possible,  take 
a  class  in  which  she  had  been  a 
visitor,  sitting  as  a  member  of  the 
group,  so  that  she  would  not  be  a 
stranger  to  them  or  they  to  her. 

This  is  the  way  the  large  pep 
cent  of  the  teachers  and  superintend- 
ents who  have  worked  with  me  have 
been  enlisted  and  oriented  to  their 
work.  After  being  given  a  definite 
assignment  they  began  their  actual 
program  of  "training  in  service." 
By  this  term  we  mean  the  helping  of 
persons  who  have  had  little  or  no 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  modern  use  of  the  Bible, 
and  whose  faith,  though  strong,  of- 
ten leaves  them  inarticulate  when 
confronted  by  some  perplexing  ques- 
tion of  a  child  or  youth. 


We  give  them  training 

What  should  be  the  nature  of  a 
"training  in  service""  program? 

1.  Begin  where  the  people  are. 
Discover  their  lacks  in  a  knowledge 
of  Bible  and  religion. 

2.  Work  out  with  the  workers' 
council,  or  when  it  is  a  large  school, 
with  each  department  faculty,  a 
four-  or  five-year  course  of  study. 
The  time  of  meeting,  the  frequency 
and  the  course  of  study  should  be 
determined  by  democratic  process. 
The  pastor,  superintendent,  director 
or  other  leader  should  accommodate 
his  schedule  to  the  convenience  of 
the  majority  of  the  group  to  be 
trained.  He  has  no  more  important 
job. 

3.  So  plan  each  meeting  that  it 
will  provide  for  good  fellowship  and 
mental  and  spiritual  growth.  Per- 
sonal enrichment  is  as  important  as 
specific  training.  If  the  group  is  not 
too  large,  meeting  in  a  home  or 
from  home  to  home  provides  a  so- 
cial contact  that  is  enriching.  Light 
refreshments  add  to  the  social  fea- 
ture and  provide  opportunity  for 
informal  discussion. 

4.  Devote  enough  time  to  each 
study  to  enable  the  group  to  grasp 
the  true  significance  of  the  subject 
matter  under  consideration.  Too  ' 
much  "teacher  training"  has  been  a 
mere  smattering.  The  writer  spent 
twenty  one-hour  periods  with  a  pri- 
mary faculty  group  in  a  study  of 
the  Gospel  of  Mark.  That  course 
laid  the  foundation  for  future  study 
and  trained  the  members  of  the 
group  in  Bible  reading  and  Bible 
study. 

5.  Every  group  should  take  some 
basic  studies  such  as  An  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Old  Testament,  Intro- 
duction to  the  New  Testament,  The 
Life  of  Jesus,  Letters  of  Paul,  His- 
tory of  the  Church,  the  Program  of 
the  Church,  The  Social  Mission  of 
the  Church,  Problems  of  Christian 
Faith,  Problems  of  Christian  Living. 

6.  Not  every  faculty  group  need 
make  the  same  study  at  the  same 
time.  A  survey  of  the  curriculum 
materials  being  used  may  be  the 
basis  for  special  study.  Certainly 
the  needs  of  the  workers  will  vary 
with  the  age  group  in  which  they 
are  teaching.  High  school  students 
face  certain  moral  and  religious 
problems  that  grow  out  of  their 
school  experiences.  The  church 
needs  to  train  workers  who  can  help 
students  face  and  solve  their  prob- 
lems in  the  light  of  Christian  faith. 
A  year  devoted  to  a  study  of  Re- 
ligion and  Social  Problems  is  at 
once  enriching  to  the  faith  of  the 
teacher  and  helpful  to  the  student 
with  whom  those  insights  are  shared. 


HELPS    FOR 

FEBRUARY    ACHIEVEMENT 

Fulfillment  of  Conference  -ap- 
proved world-wide  program  objec- 
tives is  possible  only  if  every  dollar 
of  the  Brotherhood  Fund  of  $1,137,- 
000  is  in  hand  before  Feb.  28,  1950. 
An  Open  Letter  to  the  Brotherhood, 
and  Dare  We  Fail  .  .  .  are  fliers  which 
graphically  point  up  the  importance 
of  achievement.  Every  member 
should  see  these  before  making  his 
Achievement  Offering  on  Feb.  12. 
(Pastors  and  superintendents  will 
receive  sample  copies.) 

Clip  the  form  below  and  order 
quantity  for  your  needs.  Address 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

. . .  An  Open  Letter  to  the  Brother- 
hood, two  -  color  flier  carrying 
Rufus  D.  Bowman's  deep  con- 
cern for  the  church. 

. . .  Dare  We  Fail  .  .  .  ,  flier  giving 
tragic  facts  on  what  failure  will 
mean. 

. . .  Achievement   offering   envelopes. 


7.  The  newer  workers  may  need 
a  course  on  methods  and  techniques. 
However,  it  is  more  important  that 
the  study  groups  take  up  matters  of 
content,  so  that  the  teachers  will 
have  something  to  teach.  Training 
in  methods  comes  "on  the  job,"  with 
planning  class  sessions  and  trying 
out  new  methods  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  department  superin- 
tendent or  the  director. 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  wide 
variety  of  studies  that  may  be  used 
to  give  proper  training  to  the  work- 
"ers.  They  will  learn  to  love  it  if 
they  are  truly  growing  in  the  proc- 
ess. The  purpose  in  such  a  program 
is  not  to  "hand"  something  to  the 
teacher  that  she  can  "hand"  on  to 
her  pupils,  as  was  too  often  the  case 
in  the  old-fashioned  "teachers'  meet- 
ing." The  purpose  is  to  stimulate 
thinking,  stir  the  teachers  to  dis- 
cussion, cause  them  to  ask  questions, 
inspire  them  to  know  more,  chal- 
lenge them  to  know  the  truth.  As 
they  come  to  know  the  truth  they 
will  become  living  teachers. 
Why  training  is  necessary 

The  first  condition  for  a  success- 
ful program  of  "training  in  service" 
is  that  the  minister  and  the  board  of 
education  shall  be  aware  of  the 
need  of  church  school  teachers  for 
such  training.  When  they  realize 
this  keenly  they  will  provide  the 
resources     necessary     for     meeting 


these  needs.  Here  are  some  of  the 
reasons,  as  they  occur  to  me: 

First,  a  large  number  of  otherwise 
well-educated  people  still  hold  to 
childish  ideas  of  religion.  Somehow 
they  fear  to  know  the  truth  because 
the  truth  will  shatter  their  childish 
faith.  They  mistake  childish  for 
childlike.  Paul  says  he  grew  up  and 
put  away  childish  things,  but  many 
moderns  think  it  is  a  mark  of  piety 
to  hold  on,  especially  in  matters  of 
religion. 

Secondly,  there  is  a  widespread 
idea  that  teaching  is  "telling"  some- 
one something.  Rather,  teaching  re- 
ligion is  a  process  of  sharing  a  grow- 
ing experience.  When  the  church  re- 
alizes this  and  when  teachers  really 
begin  to  "grow  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  then 
the  foundations  have  been  laid  for 
an  honest-to-goodness  "training  in 
service"  program. 

Thirdly,  there  is  no  place  but  the 
church,  or  the  churches  of  the  com- 
munity in  co-operation,  where  teach- 
ers can  get  it.  If  the  teaching  is 
to  be  worthy  of  the  Great  Teacher, 
the  local  church  must  provide  a  con- 
tinuous program  of  growth  in  serv- 
ice. 


Reprinted  from   the  International  Journal 
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VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


Like  a  Mighty  Army  is  a  film 
drama  with  a  strong  emphasis  on 
stewardship   and  home  missions. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Harrison  City, 
was  so  self-satisfied  its  members 
went  to  sleep.  No  one  seemed  to 
care — excepting  Eddie  Collins,  a  gas 
station  operator.  "Are  we  a  social 
club  or  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ?" 
he  asked. 

How  this  layman  stirred  his  con- 
gregation into  action — how  this  con- 
gregation gained  new  strength  as  it 
brought  the  gospel  to  others  is  the 
story  of  this  powerful  motion  pic- 
ture, LIKE  a  MIGHTY  ARMY. 

Showing  time:  45  minutes.  Rent- 
al,   $12.00    from 

Visual  Education  Service 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD 

BOARD 

22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Suggestion  to  church  workers: 
This  column  will  appear  each  week. 
Clip  the  descriptions  for  future  ref- 
erence. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetia  C.  Mow 


Left:    a  street  scene;  right,  river 
boats 


Bessie  Crim 

Tzechung,  West  China 


A 


Ri 


iver 


A  RIVER  cruise  is  always  inter- 
esting and  exciting  when  taken 
on  the  T'ou  Chiang  River  in 
Szechuan,  China.  It  was  time  for 
the  monthly  excursion  to  Neichiang, 
twenty-five  miles  down  the  river 
from  Tzechung.  The  laboratory  tech- 
nician, a  student  nurse  and  I 
made  up  the  passenger  list.  The 
hospital  servant  always  plans  for 
these  river  cruises  and  settles  on  the 
price  to  be  paid. 

Cruising  here  in  China  is  much 
cheaper  than  in  America.  At  home 
one  usually  does  considerable  think- 
ing about  the  price  of  a  river  cruise, 
but  here  the  thought  that  it  may 
be  a  little  too  expensive  or  that  we 
could  find  a  cheaper  method  of  trans- 
portation never  enters  our  heads.  It 
is  a  very  cheap  method  in  West 
China. 

Ventilation  on  the  river  boat  is 
good,  because  there  are  no  doors  or 
windows  to  close.  Seats  are  com- 
fortable if  you  provide  your  own 
pillow  and  blanket.  Your  food,  well 
it  is  just  as  tasty  as  you  want  to 
make  it,  for  this  too  must  be  car- 
ried along.  After  seeing  the  mem- 
bers of  the  crew  prepare  their  rice 
and  pig-ear  soup,  we  decide  our  box 
lunch  is  a  little  more  to  our  liking. 
Reading  material?  Yes,  we  have  that 


22 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


too,  if  we  think  to  take  a  good  book 
along.  Recreation  is  provided  also; 
the  crew  is  kind  enough  to  let  us 
take  our  turn  at  rowing  if  we  want 
a  little  exercise.  We  have  no  wor- 
ries about  our  clothes  getting  dirty 
from  a  coal-burning  engine,  because 
our  cruiser  is  rowed  by  six  men. 

The  morning  arrived  for  the 
cruise.  It  did  not  look  too  promis- 
ing because  of  the  rain  and  the 
muddy  streets.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  riverside,  there  was  the  usual 
arguing  by  many  people  who 
thought  they  could  steal  a  ride  on 
our  chartered  cruiser.  The  hospital 
servant  won  the  argument  and  at 
7:15  we  were  on  our  way. 

The  river  was  smooth  except  for 
a  few  small  waves.  The  oarmen 
were  good  and  we  rocked  very  little. 
We  talked  with  the  crew  for  a 
while  and  then  decided  to  read  or 
take  a  nap.  The  laboratory  techni- 
cian made  his  bed  on  the  floor  and, 
covered  with  a  blanket,  he  was  soon 
fast  asleep.  He  continued  to  sleep 
soundly  for  a  couple  of  hours  as  the 
crew  splashed  the  water  with  their 
oars.  I  decided  to  read  a  while,  and 
occasionally  I  tried  to  catch  bits  of 
the  conversation  between  the  stu- 
dent nurse  and  the  crew.  They 
spoke  a  local  river  dialect  and  I  had 
great  difficulty  trying  to  understand 
them.    Part  of  the  time  the  student 


would  speak  a  language  she  knew  I 
understood.  I  found  taking  a  nap 
more  difficult  than  did  the  Chinese.  I 
have  been  sleeping  on  soft  mattress- 
es too  long  to  enjoy  a  nap  on  the 
floor. 

At  11:30  the  odors  from  the  Chi- 
nese food  made  us  hungry;  so  we 
decided  to  open  our  box  lunches. 
Our  lunch  consisted  of  rolls  with 
cherry  preserves,  hard-boiled  eggs 
and   peanuts. 

The  ripening  tangerines  in  the  or- 
chards; the  sugar-cane  fields  and  the 
bamboo  groves  reminded  us  of  God's 
goodness  to  us  and  we  were  indeed 
thankful  that  the  crops  looked  so 
good.  Good  crops  mean  so  much  to 
the  people  in  this  area. 

At  2:15  p.m.  we  docked  at  Nei- 
chiang. Our  letters  had  failed  to 
get  through;  so  no  one  had  come  to 
meet  us.  This  was  a  small  matter 
which  was  quickly  taken  care  of 
by  one  of  the  crew  members.  He 
knew  that  by  carrying  our  things  to 
the  hospital,  he  would  be  rewarded 
for  his  kindness.  Upon  our  arrival 
at  the  hospital  we  were  served 
noodles  and  tea.  As  we  ate  our 
noodles  we  complimented  ourselves 
on  being  able  to  have  such  a  fine 
time  for  only  $2.00.  We  hope  that 
many  of  our  friends  in  America 
will  be  able  to  enjoy  a  river  cruise 
in  China  some  day. 


The  Church  at  Home 
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Married  a  Minister 


Her   Church 


Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher 

Trotwood,  Ohio 


I  MARRIED  a  minister.  After  our 
marriage  vows  were  spoken,  I 
was  installed  as  a  minister's  wife. 
When  a  woman  marries  a  minister 
she  assumes  a  share  of  his  work 
greater  than  in  perhaps  any  other 
vocation.  The  extent  of  her  love  for 
the  church  and  the  Lord  determines 
her  usefulness  and  attitudes.  One 
question  I  faced  at  once  was  what 
place  I  should  take  in  the  churches 
my  husband  would  be  called  to 
serve.  May  I  humbly  share  with 
you  some  of  my  convictions  growing 
out  of  nearly  thirty  years  of  pastoral 
work? 

Shall  we  start  with  Sunday  serv- 
ices? The  number  of  capable  lay 
workers  and  the  abilities  of  the  pas- 
tor's wife  all  enter  into  the  picture 
of  her  participation.  No  two  church- 
es have  the  same  needs.  For  me  to 
teach  a  class,  sing  in  the  choir,  or 
otherwise  serve  in  places  of  appoint- 
ment or  election  would  add  to  my 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  entertain  a  caller 

The  importance  of  the  minister's  wife  is  indisputable  not  only  in 
her  own  family  circle  but  also  in  the  modern  community  and  in  church 
life.  Her  vocation,  like  that  of  her  husband,  is  special  and  significant. 
She  influences  profoundly  the  success  of  the  cause  to  which  the  minis- 
ter has  dedicated  himself. 

Believing  that  our  readers  are  interested  in  looking  through  the 
eyes  of  those  whose  vocation  is  that  of  the  wife  of  a  minister,  we  are 
running  a  series  of  articles  on  I  Married  a  Minister.  Through  this  series 
we  hope  to  have  a  composite  but  intimate  picture  of  the  minister's  wife, 
discovering  the  sources  of  her  laughter  and  her  tears,  her  problems  and 
her  inspirations,  her  disappointments  and  her  rewards. 


already  full  program  of  church  work. 
Still  more,  when  I  do  these  things 
I  may  be  depriving  another  of  the 
opportunity  of  growth  through  exer- 
cise. There  have  been  times  when 
I  felt  it  a  responsibility  to  serve 
for  a  limited  time  when  there  was 
some  special  need.  Is  there  a  happy 
medium  between  "she  thinks  she  has 
to  run  the  church"  and  "she  is  so 
stubborn  she  will  not  do  anything"? 
Rather  than  be  the  motor  that  runs 
the  church,  I  choose  to  put  oil  on 
the  machinery  and  help  keep  out 
the  sand. 

There  are  many  things  that  would 
go  undone  if  I  used  all  my  time  and 
strength  for  specified  jobs.  I  have 
a  special  concern  for  welcoming 
strangers,  giving  encouragement  and 
appreciation  where  needed  and  love 
to  call  in  homes.  I  have  felt  it  nei- 
ther wise  nor  necessary  to  go  with 
my  husband  to  the  church  entrance 


Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Fisher 


Photos  by 
D.  M.  Shank 


JANUARY     7,     1950 


23 


to  greet  people  as  they  leave.  I  want 
to  be  less  formal  about  it.  At  com- 
munions and  baptismal  services  the 
deacons'  wives  are  usually  willing 
to  look  after  the  physical  prepara- 
tions. That  leaves  me  free  to  help 
in  the  spiritual  preparations  and  in- 
cidental things  that  come  up. 

There  are  times  when  the  con- 
gregation expects  the  minister's 
wife  to  be  the  church  hostess.  It 
may  be  a  church  basket  dinner  or 
it  may  be  the  entertaining  of  a  visit- 
ing group  or  a  conference.  How 
much  I  should  serve  in  the  church 
kitchen  depends  on  the  number  of 
other  women  available  and  a  con- 
sideration of  where  I  am  most 
needed. 

Church-school  classes  invite  both 
of  us  to  their  class  meetings.  These 
are  delightful  occasions  when  we 
can  learn  to  know  our  people  better 
in  their  age  groups.  We  can  better 
understand  the  interests  and  projects 
of  each  class.  Women's  classes  usu- 
ally invite  only  the  wife.  Mutual 
viewpoints,  you  see. 

For  myself,  I  prefer  not  to  serve 
on  church  boards  or  committees. 
These  can  usually  be  constituted  of 
able  lay  people  interested  in  that 
particular  phase  of  the  work.  That 
leaves  me  free  to  give  my  co-opera- 
tion to  the  church-wide  program 
and  problems  involving  all  phases 
of  church  life. 

When  it  comes  to  women's  work, 
that  presents  some  different  ques- 
tions. I  consider  it  for  the  good  of 
the  work  that  lay  women  take  the 
leadership  as  much  as  possible  and 
that  I  stand  by  them.  Then  there 
is  the  question  of  how  regularly  I 
shall  attend  aid  society.  We  meet 
every  week  as  many  of  your  aids 
do.  With  the  work  of  the  women 
as  my  special  interest,  it  really  is 
a  great  joy  to  fellowship  with  them 
on  every  occasion  when  they  get 
together  for  work  or  study.  But  how 
to  be  two  women  all  wrapped  up 
in  one  person  is  something  I  have 
not  been  able  to  solve.  The  Lord 
and  I  have  had  many  sessions  in 
trying  to  keep  the  right  balance  of 
things.  How  to  be  the  mother  of 
three  children,  a  housekeeper  and 
do  all  the  things  that  only  the  Lord 
and  the  pastor's  family  know  need 
to  be  done  is  the  $64  question.  Of 
one  thing  I  am  sure:  almost  every 
minister's  wife  will  love  every  part 
of  women's  work.  The  congregation 
should  respect  her  judgment  of  what 
her  time  and  strength  will  permit 
her  to  do. 

A  minister's  wife  needs  to  be  well 
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informed.  She  should  know  church 
literature,  the  church  calendar,  dis- 
trict and  Brotherhood  interests  and 
personnel.  I  think  it  is  really  in- 
excusable for  any  of  us  ministers' 
wives  not  to  know  a  great  deal  about 
women's  work:  materials  available, 
district  and  national  budgets,  per- 
sonnel and  where  to  look  for  the 
type  of  help  our  women  may  be 
needing. 

Topping  all  other  abilities  and 
places  to  serve,  there  is  no  place 
we  can  serve  so  fully  and  unreserv- 
edly as  in  sharing  our  faith  and 
Christian  experience.  The  servant 
of  God  has  his  hands  upheld  and 
his  work  strengthened  when  I,  his 
wife,  share  his  love  for  God.  I  want 
to  share  his  prayer  life,  his  concern 
for  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church 
family  and  the  salvation  of  others. 
Certainly  no  amount  of  attention 
to  my  home,  my  church  or  myself 
should  overshadow  faith  and  devo- 
tion. 

In  my  own  right,  by  my  own 
choice,  as  a  minister's  wife,  I  be- 
came a  partner  of  God,  walking  hand 
in  hand  with  my  husband  to  serve 
the  church  of  the  living  God. 

Women's  Work — Anklesvar 

Ruth  Brooks 

Anklesvar,  India 

THE  Ankleswar  women's  organi- 
zation is  fortunate  in  having  a 
comparatively  large  number  of 
trained  and  talented  women  mem- 
bers. Several  are  the  wives  of  teach- 
ers in  the  vocational  training  college, 
several  are  themselves  teachers  in 
the  practical  arts  school  and  local 
high  school,  others  are  housewives 
with  training  in  our  mission  schools 
and,  to  complete  the  picture,  some 
are  illiterate. 

It  was  decided  that  responsibilities 
be  more  widely  distributed  and  to 
that  end  committees  were  appointed 
for  Bible  study  and  prayer,  Christian 
home  activities,  temperance  work, 
sewing  and  garden  contest.  The  last 
named  carries  through  our  rainy 
season  and  gives  attention  to  the 
beautifying  of  the  church  grounds, 
as  well  as  helping  in  the  productivity 
and  beauty  of  individual  home  gar- 
dens. Many  women  know  how  to 
sew,  and  to  earn  -money  for  the 
Lord's  work  they  undertook  the  sew- 
ing of  simple  garments. 

The  Christian  home  committee  has 
been  busy  with  programs  of  teaching 
about  the  importance  and  responsi- 
bilities of  a  thoroughly  Christian 
home.  They  have  translated  and  are 
having  printed  for  sale  the  motto: 
"Christ  is   the   head   of  this   house, 


the  unseen  guest  at  every  meal,  the 
silent  listener  of  every  conversation." 
They  have  tried  to  popularize  reli- 
gious pictures  for  the  home  instead 
of  film  people.  They  have  stressed 
the  importance  of  family  devotions 
and  sponsored,  with  the  help  of  the 
church  officials;  a  Christian  home 
festival  during  Christmas  vacation. 

The  temperance  committee  under- 
took a  definite  block  of  work  in  the 
past  year.  With  independence  came 
the  decision  of  the  government  to 
establish  prohibition  of  liquor  and 
narcotics  in  large  sections  of  this 
land.  In  support  of  this  effort,  the 
women's  group  saw  the  need  of 
teaching  the  youth  in  our  schools  the 
scientific  reasons  for  an  alcohol-  and 
tobacco-free  enjoyment  of  life.  Ma- 
terial in  the  vernacular  is  scarce,  but 
the  teachers  have  co-operated  well 
in  helping  to  translate  and  adapt 
much  carefully  worked  out  material 
which  we  were  fortunate  in  obtain- 
ing from  America.  The  young  men 
in  the  training  college  wrote  essays 
on  alcohol  while  several  juniors  gave 
story-readings  from  memory,  and  a 
number  of  posters  were  made.  Sev- 
eral lawyers  and  teachers  of  the  high 
school  staff  acted  as  judges  of  the 
essays  at  a  tea  party  held  in  our 
bungalow.  A  public  program  to 
which  friends  from  the  bazaar  were 
invited  was  held  at  the  church. 
Prizes  were  presented  to  the  winners 
by  the  chairman  of  the  local  school 
board  and  the  women's  organization. 
Our  organization  won  the  beautiful 
purple  and  white  satin  banner  from 
other  women's  groups  in  Gujarat. 

Each  of  the  above  committees 
takes  responsibility  for  public  pro- 
grams throughout  a  period  of  several 
months,  and  the  Bible  study  and 
prayer  committee  supplies  the  refer- 
ences for  the  women's  meetings  held 
each  Sunday.  It  also  conducts  the 
program  each  fifth  Sunday  of  any 
month.  It  decided  that  a  topical 
study  of  subjects  would  in  time  give 
us  a  better  understanding  of  our  re- 
ligion. At  present  we  are  busy  on 
the  subject  of  stewardship. 

Please  remember  us  in  your 
prayers,  that  our  vision  may  grow, 
and  each  woman  continue  to  contrib- 
ute constructively  according  to  her 
ability. 


Coming  Soon 

Youth  Week — January  21 

India  Number — January  28 

Brotherhood  Week — February  11 

A  Story  oi  a  Youth  Trip  Around  the  World 

A  Story  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Weber  in  England 


Anniversary 

and    Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Blickenstaff  of  Oakley, 
HI.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anni- 
versary on  Aug.   20,    1949.    Flowers,   gifts, 


greeting  cards,  well  wishes  and  congratu- 
lations of  many  friends  were  received. 

The  couple  were  married  in  the  home 
of  Grandma  Burgett,  Astoria,  111.,  on  Aug. 

29,  1899,  by  Elder  John  Demy.  Levi  is  the 
son  of  Leonard  and  Sarah  Frantz  Blick- 
enstaff of  Oakley,  111.,  and  Martha  Ellen  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Burgard 
of  Astoria,  111.  They  have  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Oakley,  111.,  worshiping  and 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Oakley  Brick  church;  they  served  in  the 
office  of  deacon  and  trustee  for  many 
years. 

Both  had  children  by  a  previous  mar- 
riage and  two  were  born  to  their  union. 
They  are:  Leo  R.  Blickenstaff  of  Chico, 
Calif.,  Verna  M.  Blickenstaff  of  Bulsar, 
India,  Orley  G.  Davis  and  Dan  L.  and  John 

E.  Blickenstaff,  all  of  Chicago.— Dan  L. 
Blickenstaff,  Chicago,  111. 

Keesler-Hammond. — Leonard  R.  Keesler 
of  Milford,  Mich.,  and  Virginia  B.  Ham- 
mond of  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  Nov.  10,  1949,  in 
the  Pontiac  church,  Mich.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— L.  W.  Shafer,  Pontiac,  Mich. 

Kile-Clark. — Wayne  F.  Kile  of  Bremen, 
Ind.,  and  Faye  Lois  Clark  of  Lakeville,  Ind., 
Nov.  12,  1949,  in  the  Pine  Creek  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — E.  Wayne  Gerdes,  N. 
Liberty,  Ind. 

Landess-McSpadden. — Fred  L.  Landess  of 
Lamar,  Colo.,  and  Ruby  McSpadden  of 
Wiley,  Colo.,  June  10,  1949,  in  the  Wiley 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  F.  Bur- 
ton, Wiley,  Colo. 

Ludwig-Plasterer. — Howard  Ludwig,  Jr., 
and  Joan  Plasterer,  both  of  Ephrata,  Pa., 
Nov.  5,  1949,  in  the  Ephrata  church,  by  the 
■undersigned. — Wilfred  N.  Staufer,  Ephrata, 
Pa. 

Miller-Lutz. — Harald  E.  Miller  and  Vera 
J.  Lutz,  both  of  Peru,  Ind.,  Nov.  19,  1949,  in 
the  Mexico  church,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Robert  L.  Sink,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Mohler-Holiinger. — Henry  T.  W.  Mohler 
and  Catherine  P.  Hottinger  of  Linville,  Va., 
in  the  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — M. 
J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Oliver-Slanberry. — Melvin  E.  Oliver  and 
Doris  G.  Stanberry,  both  of  Bartlesville, 
Okla.,  Nov.  22,  1949,  in  the  home  of  the 
groom's  sister,  by  the  undersigned. — Elmer 

F.  Johnson,  Bartlesville,  Okla. 
O'Roark-Shiflet.— Garland     William     O'- 

Roark  and  Frances  Ann  Shiflet  at  the  par- 
sonage, by  the  undersigned. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Perich-Rulhledge. — John  Perich  and  Lou- 
ise  Rutledge,   both   of   Minot,   N.   D.,    Oct. 

30,  1949,  in  the  Minot  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Sylven  Stemen,  Carrington,  N. 
D. 

Showaller-Cline. — Clarence  E.  Showalter 
and  Ruth  E.  Cline,  in  the  Singers  Glen 
parsonage,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned.— M.  J. 
Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 


Sowers-Bryant. — Elvin  E.  Sowers  of  Ro- 
anoke, Va.,  and  Betty  Lou  Bryant  of  Clov- 
erdale,  Va.,  in  the  Cloverdale  parsonage. 
Oct.  18,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Chester 
I.  Harley,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Spilzer-Simmons. — Albert  M.  Spitzer  and 
Jean  A.  Simmons,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Haiiie  Miller  Alley 

In  the  early  hours  of  Nov.  1,  Hattie  Zel- 
ma  Miller  Alley  passed  away  at  the  Har- 
risburg  Polyclinic   hospital  in   Harrisburg, 


Pa.,  after  a  few  days'  illness.  The  next 
evening  a  memorial  service  was  held  in 
the  Stone  church,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  where 
the  Alley  family  has  lived  since  returning 
from  India  three  years  ago.  The  pastor, 
John  Middlekauff,  and  Elders  T.  F.  Henry 
and  H.  H.  Nye  were  in  charge. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Barren 
Ridge  church  near  Staunton,  Va.,  the  fu- 
neral service  was  held,  conducted  by  Ed- 


ward K.  Ziegler,  who  had  been  a  fellow 
missionary  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the 
local  pastor,  Homer  J.  Miller.  A  quartet 
from  Bridgewater  College  sang  songs  she 
had  always  loved.  Many  floral  pieces  and 
gifts  of  money  toward  mission  work  gave 
expression  to  the  love  of  friends.  Burial 
took  place  in  the  cemetery  near  the  church. 

In  the  immediate  family,  those  who  re- 
main behind  are  the  husband,  Howard  L. 
Alley,  three  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Laurence,  Dr.  Ralph,  Nurse  Erma  Alley 
Wagner,  Raymond,  Thelma  and  Nina. 
There  are  three  little  granddaughters,  Su- 
san and  Elizabeth  and  Margaret  Sue. 

Hattie  Miller  Alley  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  on  June  6,  1888,  to  Isaac  A. 
and  Mary  Wenger  Miller.  She  was  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  She 
attended  school  at  Hebron  Seminary,  the 
Harrisonburg  State  Normal  School.  Bridge- 
water  College,  Mt.  Union  College  and  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary.  During  these  years 
she  was  always  active  either  as  a  Sunday- 
school  teacher,  chorister,  secretary,  church 
clerk,  home  mission  worker  or  nurse.  Since 
she  was  reared  in  a  home  that  gave  the 
church  first  consideration  she  grew  up 
with  the  conviction  that  the  work  of  the 
kingdom  should  have  her  chief  concern. 
She  joined  the  church  at  the  age  of  twelve 
and  from  that  day  on  until  the  time  of  her 
death,  she  served  the  Lord  diligently  and 
gladly. 

While  at  Bridgewater  College  in  1912,  she 
met  Howard  L.  Alley  and  three  years  later 
they  were  united  in  marriage.  They  served 
the  Church  at  Canton,  Ohio,  and  later  the 
church  at  Frederick,  Md.  Both  of  them 
had  been  challenged  by  the  need  of  the 
India  mission  field  and  they  made  their  de- 
cision to  serve  as  missionaries  there. 

In  the  winter  of  1917,  Howard  and  Hattie 
and  one-year-old  son,  Laurence,  set  sail 
from  Seattle  going  by  way  of  the  Pacific. 

The  Alleys  were  to  live  at  Dahanu  and 
work  in  the  Marathi  district.  Even  while 
they   were    occupied    with   their   language 


About  Books 


Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House.  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


Bible  Homes  and  Families.  Mil- 
dred Speakes  Edwards.  Warner, 
1948.    $1.75. 

A  book  for  parents  to  read  to 
small  children.  The  Bible  stories 
about  homes  and  families  are  writ- 
ten simply  and  beautifully.  They 
show  God's  plan  for  happy  homes. — 
Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Man  From  Nazareth.  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick.  Harper,  1949.  282 
pages.    $3.00. 

In  this  book  Dr.  Fosdick  under- 
takes to  get  behind  the  records  in 
the  gospels  and  see  how  Jesus  ap- 
peared to  various  contemporary 
groups — to  the  crowds,  the  scribes 
and  Pharisees,  the  self-complacent, 
the  religious  and  moral  outcasts,  the 
women  and  children,  the  first  disci- 
ples, the  militant  nationalists,  and 
Jews  with  world-wide  outlook. 

First  he  takes  about  twenty-five 
pages  to  prove  that  Jesus  was  a 
real  man  and  not  a  myth.  His  ar- 
gument is  cogent — if  anyone  is  both- 
ered about  this  question.  For  the 
main  part  of  his  book  one  can  readi- 
ly imagine  the  difficulty  of  his  prob- 
lem of  getting  behind  the  points 
of  view  of  the  gospel  writers  to 
uninterpreted  facts.    To  do  this  he 


utilizes  what  he  considers  to  be  the 
results  of  critical  study  of  the  gos- 
pels without  undertaking  to  show 
the  why's  and  the  wherefore's. 
Form  criticism  he  finds  particular- 
ly valuable  here.  He  finds  many 
legendary  accretions  in  the  gospels, 
sometimes  wrong  views  of  things, 
especially  in  John,  unauthentic  re- 
porting, and  many  things  read  back 
into  Jesus  from  later  church  experi- 
ence. He  observes  that  the  virgin 
birth  is  of  Hellenistic  origin  and 
thinks  the  Great  Commission  runs 
counter  to  Jesus'  attitude.  These 
are  not  strange  ideas  to  scholars, 
but  few  of  the  popular  audience 
that  Dr.  Fosdick  wants  to  reach  will 
be  prepared  to  reckon  with  them; 
certainly    few   Brethren. 

Dr.  Fosdick  writes  in  his  usual 
straightforward  and  sincere  manner 
and  is  worth  a  careful  hearing. 
Many  will  find  stimulating  views 
in  these  pictures  of  Jesus.  One  can 
hardly  read  a  book  like  this  without 
doing  some  deep  thinking.  If  one 
does  not  want  to  do  some  deep 
thinking  he  had  better  leave  the 
book  alone. — Ernest  G.  Hoff. 
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study,  they  found  themselves  more  and 
more  tied  in  with  the  work  of  the  Dahanu 
station.  Hattie  did  a  lot  for  the  sick  people 
while  Dr.  Nickey  was  away.  Also  the  ed- 
ucational and  evangelistic  phases  of  work 
at  the  station  and  in  the  surrounding  vil- 
lages were  a  constant  challenge  to  her. 
Along  with  her  own  home  duties,  she  al- 
ways took  time  to  associate  closely  with 
the  Indian  women  and  help  them  wherever 
possible. 

During  their  second  term  of  service,  the 
Alleys  were  at  Palghar,  and  during  the 
third  term  they  lived  at  Ahwa.  In  both 
of  these  areas,  the  field  was  great,  includ- 
ing the  schools  and  homes  on  the  com- 
pound and  extending  many  miles  out  to 
the  villages  in  all  directions.  Although  Hat- 
tie  did  not  have  a  medical  degree,  she  was 
doctor  and  nurse  to  the  boys  and  girls  in 
the  schools  and  to  the  grown-up  people  on 
the  mission  compound  and  in  the  villages. 
The  Alley  home  in  itself  was  a  constant 
example  of  Christian  living.  Father  and 
mother  and  the  six  children  formed  a 
happy  circle  where  Christian  democracy 
was  practiced.  Much  credit  must  be  given 
to  Hattie  as  the  mother  in  her  home  be- 
cause of  her  wise  counsel,  industrious  hab- 
its, cheerful  spirit,  devoted  love  and  her 
increasing  faith  in  her  Savior. 

When  the  Alleys  returned  to  America  the 
second  time,  they  had  an  extended  fur- 
lough and  during  those  two  years  they 
were  in  pastoral  and  mission  work  at 
Schoolfield,  Va. 

It  was  during  their  last  term  of  service 
in  India,  which  had  lengthened  out  at 
least  two  years  beyond  the  regular  time, 
that  Hattie  went  to  the  Miraj  hospital  to 
receive  medical  care  for  herself.  The  op- 
eration was  considered  successful  and  for 
several  years  she  appeared  to  be  quite 
well.  She  carried  on  her  work  very  much 
as  usual.  Even  after  the  Alleys  returned 
to  America,  she  was  among  many 
churches,  and  in  summer  camps  and  she 
taught  her  Sunday-school  class  so  regu- 
larly that  even  closest  neighbors  did  not 
know  that  she  was  living  under  the  threat 
of  cancer.  Only  the  members  of  her  own 
family  knew  the  extent  of  her  suffering 
and  her  courage. 

On  the  Sunday  following  the  day  of  her 
death  the  Ahwa  church,  Dangs,  came  to- 
gether as  a  community  group  to  express 
their  love  for  Sister  Alley.  The  testimony 
that  was  expressed  again  and  again  was 
concerning  her  efficient  and  loving  care  for 
them  in  times  of  sickness.  Several  gov- 
ernment officials  came  to  present  their  re- 
spect. 

Hattie  Alley,  missionary  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  thirty-two  years,  has 
joined  the  group  of  twenty-five  other  In- 
dia missionaries  who  have  been  called  to 
higher  service.  Her  name  is  entered  along 
with  theirs.  She  served  her  church  well  as 
she  brought  the  love  of  Christ  Jesus  to  a 
wide  circle  of  India's  poor  and  needy  peo- 
ple. 

Mary  Jane  Kooniz 

Mary  Jane  Koontz,  daughter  of  Daniel  S. 
and  Elizabeth  Hetrick  Guyer,  was  born 
July  22,  1875,  near  Loysburg,  Pa.,  and 
passed  away  April 
3,  1949,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Russell  Sny- 
der of  Altoona,  Pa. 
In  1893  she  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Elder  Henry  S. 
Koontz.  He  pre- 
ceded her  in  death 
in  1944.  After  their 
marriage,  they  lived 
on  the  Koontz 
homestead,  where 
the  Koontz  church  now  stands,  until  they 
retired  from  farming.  They  then  made 
their  home  in  New  Enterprise.  Still  later. 
Sister  Koontz  lived  with  her  children. 

She  united  with  the  Koontz  church  at  an 
early  age  and  was  a  consistent,  loyal  and 
faithful  member  throughout  her  entire  life. 
She  was  a  willing  helper  to  her  husband 
in  his   ministry.    A   friendly   smile   and   a 


word  of  cheer  were  characteristic  of  her. 
To  know  her  was  to  love  her. 

Surviving  are:  five  children,  Herman  of 
Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Russell  Snyder  of 
Altoona,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Delmer  Ritchey  of  New 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Albert  Snyder  of  Ev- 
erett, Pa.,  and  Roy  of  Akron,  Ohio;  seven- 
teen grandchildren;  eleven  great-grand- 
children; and  one  brother,  Herman  H. 
Guyer  of  New  Enterprise. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Koontz  church  by  Elders  D.  I.  Pepple  of 
Woodbury,  Pa.,  and  Charles  Heltzel  of 
Conemaugh,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the  Koontz 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Russell  Snyder,  Altoona, 
Pa. 

Nettie  Glass 

Nettie  Glass,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Susan 
Brumbaugh,    was    born    July    2,    1864,    in 
Clover  Creek,  Pa.,   and  passed  away  Feb. 
11,  1949,  in  the  Fitz- 
gerald     nursing 
home. 

In  1896  she  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  David  H.  Glass, 
who  preceded  her 
in  death  in  1923.  In 
1883  she  moved  to 
Altoona. 

She  is  survived 
by  the  following : 
one  brother,  C.  B. 
Dilling  of  Altoona, 
Pa.;  several  nieces 
and  nephews;  and 
a  nephew,  William 
Ross,  who  was 
reared  in  her  home, 
and  who  is  now  sta- 
tioned in  Germany. 

She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  sixty-five  years,  and 
had  attended  many  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences and  gained  much  from  reading  the 
church  publications. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  First 
church,  Altoona,  by  Bro.  Kulp,  assisted  by 
Bro.  W.  S.  Long.  Interment  was  in  the 
Rose  Hill  cemetery,  Altoona. — Mrs.  Lorna 
E.  Geisinger,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Charles  H.  Maust 

Charles  H.  Maust  was  born  Sept.  20,  1872, 

at  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  and  passed  away  June 

4,  1949.    In  1896  he  was  united  in  marriage 

to  Winnie  Hardacre. 
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To  this  union  were 
born  nine  children. 
In  1902  Bro. 
Maust  and  his  fam- 
ily moved  to  Phin- 
ney  Ridge,  Wash. 
They  were  instru- 
mental in  starting 
the  Seattle  Church 
of  the  Brethren. 
He  was  uncompro- 
mising in  his  con- 
victions and  strong 
in  his  loyalty,  but 
he  was  forgiving 
and  generous  with 
others. 

Bro.  Maust  and 
his  family  were  pio- 
neers of  the  Seattle  church.  The  church 
met  in  their  home  for  five  years.  When 
the  church  was  built  on  Phinney  Ridge, 
Bro.  Maust  and  his  father,  Samuel  Maust, 
gave  generously  of  both  time  and  money. 
In  later  years  Bro.  Maust  was  active  in 
the  relief  program  of  the  church.  Bro. 
Maust  preached  in  the  Seattle  church 
and  was  for  many  years  its  presid- 
ing elder.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  he 
was  associate  elder  of  the  Covington 
church,  Wash.  It  was  his  hope  to  be  able 
to  help  build  a  church  again  outside  the 
city  where  he  lived.  Bro.  Maust  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  ecumenical  movement.  He 
was  an  ordained  elder  of  the  church. 

He  is  survived  by  the  following:  his  wife; 
five  children,  Mrs.  Norman  J.  Curran  of 
Seattle,  Wash.,  Mrs.  Carlos  B.  Livers  of 
North  Hollywood,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Johnson  of  Kingston,  Wash.,  Mrs.  Richard 
Graham  of  Seattle,  and  Harold  of  Seattle. 
Four  children,   several   grandchildren   and 


one     great-grandchild    preceded    him    in 
death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Butter- 
worth's  funeral  chapel  by  Elder  Bernard 
Suttle,  assisted  by  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  Evergreen  cemetery. — Clement 
Bontrager,  Kent,  Wash. 

Stella  Mae  Barnhart 

Stella  Mae  Barnhart,  daughter  of  William 
and  Nancy  Spall  Collins,  was  born  Dec.  19, 
1887,  and  passed  away  July  25,  1949.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  a  Mr.  Dailey.  To 
this  union  were  born  several  children. 
She  and  her  husband  were  united  with  the 
New  Hope  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  to- 
gether were  leaders  in  this  growing  church 
for  many  years.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elder  Jerry  Barnhart  of  Pyrmont,  Ind. 
They  made  their  home  in  the  town  of 
Pyrmont  for  nearly  ten  years.  Her  inter- 
est in  the  church  continued  and  she  had 
many  friends.  She  was  a  good  companion 
to  her  husband  in  his  ministry. 

A  brief  service  was  conducted  in  her 
home  at  Pyrmont,  after  which  the  body 
was  removed  to  her  former  home  commu- 
nity with  a  service  in  the  New  Hope 
church.  Burial  was  near  by. — G.  L.  Wine, 
Rossville,  Ind. 

Arthur,  Ora,  son  of  Joseph  and  Liza  Jane 
Arthur,  was  born  Aug.  22,  1873,  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  at  his  home  near 
Eldorado,  Ohio,  Oct.  21,  1949.  On  Nov. 
25,  1908,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Effie  F.  Deem.  He  is  survived  by  his 
^vife,  two  sons,  four  daughters,  one 
brother  and  eleven  grandchildren.  He 
joined  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  1920 
and  transferred  his  membership  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1929.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Prices  Creek 
church  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Green  Mound  cemetery 
at  New  Madison,  Ohio. — Henry  T.  Barn- 
hart, Dayton,  Ohio. 

Barringer,  Ina,  daughter  of  Noah  and 
Minerva  Butterbaugh,  was  born  near 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Oct.  4,  1883,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Nov.  3, 
1949.  She  was  married  to  Charles  Bar- 
ringer on  Oct.  16,  1909.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Elkhart  City  church.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  a  deacon,  three 
daughters,  two  brothers  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Elkhart 
City  church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Prairie  Street  cemetery. — G. 
W.   Phillips,   Elkhart,    Ind. 

Bowers,  Minnie  J.,  daughter  of  Theodore 
and  Ana  Jourden,  was  born  Feb.  5,  1870, 
near  Forreston,  111.,  and  died  Oct.  20,  1949, 
at  her  home  in  Dixon,  111.  On  Jan.  28,  1890, 
she  was  married  to  Tobias  C.  Bowers,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  on  Jan.  26,  1946.  She 
is  survived  by  three  sons,  four  daughters, 
ten  grandchildren,  three  great-grandchil- 
dren, two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  She 
was  baptized  in  girlhood  and  lived  faithful 
to  her  God  and  her  church.  She  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Dixon  church  and 
was  vi'tally  instrumental  in  its  founding. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  C.  B. 
Fike,  assisted  by  Bro.  William  E.  Thomp- 
son, at  the  Dixon  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Emmert  cemetery  east  of  Dixon. — Mrs. 
Harry  Buzard,  Dixon,  111. 

Brumbaugh,  Francis,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Susannah  Brumbaugh,  was  born  near 
Hartville,  Ohio,  Feb.  3,  1867,  and  died  Nov. 
14,  1949.  On  Feb.  7,  1889,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Frances  Gehman.  In  March 
of  1897  he  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  by  sixteen  years.  He  is  survived  by 
one  brother,  two  sons,  five  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandson.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Hartville  church  by 
the  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Burial  was 
in  the  Peace  cemetery  at  Hartville. — 
Glen  M.  Baird,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Brumbaugh,  Maggie,  daughter  of  Simon 
F.  and  Magdalene  Ford,  was  born  near 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  May  4,  1876,  and  died 
at  the  Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring, 
Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1949.  On  July  27,  1893,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ira  S.  Brumbaugh. 
She    is    survived    by    her    husband,    two 


daughters,  three  sons,  one  sister  and  one 
brother.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Mar- 
tinsburg  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Martinsburg  church  by  her 
pastor,  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson,  assisted  by 
Bro.  C.  O.  Beery.  Interment  was  in  the 
Fairview  cemetery  in  Martinsburg. — Mrs. 
C.    O.    Beery,    Martinsburg,    Pa. 

Butler,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Jemima  Roup  Whitehead,  was  born  at 
Ryde,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1871,  and  died  at  the 
Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
Aug.  30,  1949.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Edward  Butler  of  Martinsburg  on  Jan. 
13,  1892.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
five  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty-eight 
grandchildren,  thirteen  great-grandchil- 
dren and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Martinsburg  church  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Memorial  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
M.  G.  Wilson,  assisted  by  her  former 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  O.  Beery.— Mrs.  C.  O. 
Beery,    Martinsburg,    Pa. 

Cassel,  John  H.,  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  Walmer  Cassel,  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  May  28,  1857,  and  died  Nov. 
4,  1949,  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Adrian, 
Mich.  On  Feb.  11.  1877,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Susan  Miller,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children.  They 
had  the  honor  of  being  the  longest  mar- 
ried couple  in  the  state  of  Michigan.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son, 
one  grandson,  one  great-grandson  and  one 
great-great-granddaughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Harris  Creek  church 
near  Bradford,  Ohio,  by  his  pastor,  Bro. 
H.  H.  Hendricks.  Burial  was  at  Harris 
Creek. — H.   H.   Hendricks,   Adrian,   Mich. 

DeFries,  Mertie  Bertha,  daughter  of 
Enoch  and  Harriett  Tom  Hoover,  was  born 


April  5,  1875,  near  Milford.  Ind.,  and  died 
Nov.  12,  1949,  at  her  home  near  Milford, 
Ind.  She  is  survived  by  four  daughters, 
two  sons  and  four  grandchildren.  Her  hus- 
band died  on  July  15,  1933.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  New  Salem  church,  of 
which  she  was  a  member,  by  the  former 
pastor,  Bro.  Howard  J.  Kreider  of  Liberty 
Mills,  and  burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Damaris  Morehouse,  Milford, 
Ind. 

Heckman,  Daniel  K.,  son  of  Henry  and 
Anna  Stoner  Heckman,  died  Nov.  7,  1949, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Brandt's  church.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Heck- 
man. three  daughters,  two  sons,  two  step- 
daughters, one  stepson,  two  brothers  and 
six  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Brethren  M.  B.  Mentzer  and  Wayne 
A.  Nicarry.  Burial  was  in  the  St.  Thomas 
cemetery. — Savilla  Yeager,  Chambersburg, 
Pa. 

Linkswiler,  John  William,  was  born  Feb. 
4,  1889,  at  Franklin  Hill,  Md.,  and  died 
Oct.  30,  1949.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  on  Sept.  7,  1949.  He  is  survived  by 
three  children,  four  grandchildren,  two  sis- 
ters and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Westernport  church  by 
the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Philos  cemetery. — J.  E.  Dettra,  Western- 
port,  Md. 

Miller,  Idella,  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Peter  D.  Berkey,  was  born  in  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.,  Aug.  4,  1868,  and  died 
Nov.  3,  1949.  In  1889  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Frank  S.  Miller,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  sons.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  West  Goshen  church.  She 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  three  grandchil- 
dren, five  great-grandchildren,  one  sister 
and   one   brother.     Her   husband   preceded 
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her  in  death  in  1908.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  West  Goshen  church  by  Breth- 
ren M.  D.  Stutsman  and  D.  C.  Berkebile. 
Interment  was  in  the  West  Side  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Eckstadt.  Goshen,  Ind. 

Musser,  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Martin 
Alexander  and  Eliza  Jane  Gaba.  was  born 
Oct.  23,  1883,  near  Baileyton,  Tenn.,  and 
died  Jan.  24.  1949.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Charles  W.  Musser  on  Sept.  7,  1903. 
About  one  year  later  she  joined  the  church. 
Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  in  June 
1940.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  six 
grandchildren  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Lick  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  by  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker,  the 
pastor.  Burial  was  in  the  Shiftier  cemetery 
near  Bryan,  Ohio. — Mrs.  Gertrude  Gaba, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Skipper,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Deborah  Cornell  Stuller,  died  Nov.  5.  1949, 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Randalls- 
town,  Md.  She  was  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Long  Green  Valley  church.  Funer- 
al services  were  held  in  the  Meadow 
Branch  chrurch  by  Elders  J.  M.  Prigel  and 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  F.  E. 
Williar.  Interment  was  in  the  Meadow 
Branch  church  cemetery. — William  E. 
Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Rader,  John,  was  born  Nov.  15,  1875,  and 
died  June  22,  1949.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Troutville  church  for  many  years.  He 
served  for  many  years  as  deacon  and 
church  treasurer.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Berta  Rader  on  Nov.  30,  1898.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sons,  three 
daughters,  one  sister  and  three  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  D.  H. 
Miller  and  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the 
Troutville  cemetery.  —  Walter  McDonald 
Kahle,  Troutville,  Va. 

Rieley,  Jerry,  was  born  March  9,  1870, 
and  died  Oct.  6,  1949.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Troutville  church  for  many  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Annie  C.  Lay- 
man on  Nov.  15,  1893.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  five 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  D.  H.  Miller  and  the 
writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Trinity  cemetery. 
—Walter  McDonald  Kahle,  Troutville,  Va. 

Ward,  Sadie  R.,  daughter  of  David  and 
Nancy  Stoner  Bender,  died  Oct.  28,  1949,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  She  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Fourth  Street 
church.  She  is  survived  by  three  sons,  two 
daughters,  seven  grandchildren  and  three 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Brethren  Wayne  Nicarry  and  M. 
B.  Mentzer.  Burial  was  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  cemetery  at  Upton,  Pa. — Sa- 
villa Yeager,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Wiley,  Lomax  S.,  son  of  Herold  T.  and 
Erma  Wiley,  was  born  Sept.  23,  1923.  near 
Roanoke,  111.,  and  died  April  7,  1945.  near 
Tokyo,  Japan.  His  body  was  returned  for 
reburial  on  Oct.  2,  1949.  He  is  survived  by 
his  parents,  three  brothers  and  three  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ira  T.  Hiatt. 
Interment  was  in  the  Panther  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— J.   E.   Small,   Roanoke,   111. 

Williams,  Luther  McKinley,  son  of  Hen- 
rietta and  Pascal  B.  Williams,  was  born 
March  13,  1898,  in  Bridgewater,  Va..  and 
died  at  the  home  of  his  niece  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  Oct.  5,  1949.  On  July  15.  1921.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Hazel  Hetler  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  children.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Bridgewater, 
Va.,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  placed 
his  church  letter  in  the  Detroit  church. 
Mich.,  in  1920.  He  served  two  different 
times  on  the  ministerial  board,  of  which  he 
was  a  member  at  the  time  of  his  passing. 
He  served  on  the  Scout  committee  of 
troop  470  sponsored  by  the  church.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  one  daugh- 
ter, two  sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Detroit  church  by 
J.  Perry  Prather  and  in  the  Naperville 
church,  111.,  by  Merlin  Shull.  Burial  was 
in  the  Naperville  cemetery.— J.  Perry 
Prather,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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Arizona 
Phoenix.    Firsi.— Since    our    last    report, 
nine  members  have  been  added  by  letter. 
During  the   week   prior   to   our   rally   day 
services,  which  were  held  Oct.  9,  a  canvass 
of   the    surrounding   neighborhood   of   the 
church    was    made    to    encourage    church 
attendance.     At    the    Sunday-school    hour 
on    rally    day    the    children    presented    a 
program   of  songs   and   Scripture   reciting, 
with    the    pastor    bringing    the    morning 
message.    On  Oct.  16  Bro.  Roy  Miller  con- 
ducted our  services  while  the  pastor  was 
attending  the  district  conference  at  Santa 
Ana,    Calif.     Brother    and    Sister    Mahon 
were  our  delegates  to  the  conference.    On 
the   evening   of   Nov.    3   we   held   our   fall 
love    feast    with    one    of    the    largest    at- 
tendances  in   several  years.     Sunday  eve- 
ning group  meetings  for  all  ages  are  held 
prior    to    the    regular    services.     Speakers 
for    the    adult    Bible    group    in    the    past 
months    have    been    Bro.    Stanley    Beam, 
speaking    on    Protestant    Church    History; 
Dover  Cummings  on  Studies  in  Ephesians; 
Clyde   Miller  on   Prophecy,   Old  and  New 
Testament,   and  Pastor  J.   G.   Mahon.    On 
Thanksgiving  Day  we  held  our  praise  and. 
thanks     services.      Our     midweek     prayer 
meetings    are    well    attended. — Dover    M. 
Cummings,   Phoenix,   Ariz. 
California 
Empire.— Our     pastor,      Bro.      Paul      K. 
Brandt,  was  the  guest  speaker  recently  at 
a     harvest     meeting     in     the     Waterford 
church.   He  also  spoke  to  the  Modesto  con- 
gregation   at    their    Thanksgiving    service. 
We   met   at   the   church   on    Thanksgiving 
morning  for  an  hour  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving.    An    offering    was    lifted    to    send 
to   Calvin  Tooker,  one  of  our  young  men 
who  is  giving  a  year  to  Brethren  volunteer 
service  as  a  teacher  in  a  Negro  high  school 
and  junior  college  at  Prentiss,  Miss.    The 
money  will  be  used  to  increase  the  library 
facilities    at    the    school.     The    La    Verne 
College  chapel  choir,   under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Elias  Brightbill,  presented  a  sacred 
concert     on     the     evening     of     Nov.     25. 
Brother  and  Sister  Lynn  Blickenstaff,  mis- 
sionaries on  furlough  from  India,  spoke  to 
us  on  the  evenings  of  Dec.  1  and  2.    Sister 
Blickenstaff  addressed  the  women's  groups 
at  their  annual  missionary  meeting  on  the 
afternoon  of  Dec.  1.    They  also  presented 
slides   of   their   work.     On    Dec.    4   at   the 
evening    worship    hour    we    observed    our 
love   feast.     Our    young   people    presented 
the  play,  If  He  Had  Not  Come,  during  the 
Christmas   season.— Anna   Kathryn   Heisel, 
Empire,  Calif. 

Glendora. — Since  our  last  report,  three 
persons  have  been  baptized  and  three  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  letter.  We  "took 
120  pounds  of  soap,  90  pounds  of  clothing 
and  28  pairs  of  shoes  to  the  Brethren 
relief  center  in  Los  Angeles.  In  October 
103  pounds  of  clothing,  6  comforts,  9 
Christmas  bath  towel  kits,  65  pairs  of 
shoes  and  16%  pounds  of  soap  were  col- 
lected. Rev.  Byron  Adams,  Hopi  Indian 
missionary,  occupied  the  pulpit  one  Sun- 
day. The  offering  of  $36.20  was  given  for 
the  Hopi  Indians.  On  Oct.  9  Bro.  Leland 
Brubaker  spoke.  The  film,  The  Voice  of 
the  Deep,  edited  by  Dr.  Irwin  Moon,  was 
shown  at  evening  union  services  in  Octo- 
ber. At  the  evening  union  services  on 
Nov.  13  the  La  *  Verne  College  men's 
quartet  and  the  ladies'  violin  trio  pre- 
sented a  program.  The  offering  for  the 
college  was  thirty-one  dollars.  The  offer- 
ing for  local  relief  was  $48.75.  Total  cash 
and  pledges  for  the  building  fund  are 
$11,740.43.  The  building  of  the  new  unit, 
under  the  direction  of  Charles  Hoff,  is 
progressing  rapidly  with  volunteer  labor. 
—Mary  E.  Ford,   San  Dimas,   Calif. 

Santa  Ana. — Our  church  was  host  to  the 
annual  district  conference  of  Southern 
California  and  Arizona  on  Oct.  13-16.  Our 
pastor,  Joseph  R.  Jennings,  will  be  the 
moderator  next  year.    Bernice  Hoover  and 
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Ruth  Sissel  were  our  delegates  to  the 
Conference.  Under  the  leadership  of  our 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  Vera  New- 
comer, our  board  of  Christian  education 
has  sponsored  teacher  training  in  the 
Sunday  evening  services  once  a  month,  be- 
ginning in  September.  The  guest  speakers 
have  been  Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht  of 
Pomona;  Harvey  Emley,  principal  in  one 
of  our  local  schools;  Mrs.  Ruth  Jones, 
teacher  of  released-time  religious  educa- 
tion in  Santa  Ana  and  Cecil  J.  Brower, 
superintendent  of  La  Habra  schools.  Our 
ladies'  aid  and  service  circle  organizations 
have  made  valuable  contributions  in  im- 
proving our  church  plant,  buying  ad- 
ditional choir  robes,  assisting  in  district 
projects,  sewing  for  relief  and  sending 
relief  packages  to  the  Los  Angeles  dis- 
tributing center.  Several  letters  of  ap- 
preciation have  been  received  by  in- 
dividual members  from  European  re- 
cipients. The  men's  service  group  has  been 
busy  carpentering,  painting  and  plastering 
in  making  needed  improvements.  Our  ad- 
jacent property  has  been  black-topped  to 
be  used  as  a  parking  lot  and  for  young 
people's  recreational  activities  during  the 
week.  At  our  last  council  we  voted  to 
continue  the  100%  Gospel  Messenger  club 
to  be  financed  by  personal  subscriptions. 
Bro.  John  Wyne  is  our  church  elder  and 
Bro.  Merlin  Brubaker  is  moderator  of  our 
church  business  sessions.  A  prayer  cell 
meets  for  an  hour  each  Sunday  evening 
preceding  the  evening  services.  On  Nov. 
10  a  church  dinner  was  held  at  which  an 
offering  was  taken  to  help  pay  off  our 
current  building  debt.  We  co-operated  in 
the  union  Thanksgiving  services  which 
were  held  under  the  auspices  of  our  city 
council  of  churches.  Our  Christmas  pro- 
gram will  be  presented  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  23  by  our  Sunday  school. — Iva  A. 
Carl,  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

Colorado 

Denver. — On  the  evening  of  Nov.  8  we 
met  in  council  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Jay  G. 
Myers,  presiding.  Because  of  the  illness 
of  our  elder,  Bro.  Howard  C.  Long,  it  was 
necessary  to  elect  another  elder  and  Bro. 
Irvin  Ihrig  was  elected.  Other  officers  were 
also  elected.  Bro.  I.  J.  Sollenberger  has 
been  preaching  each  Sunday  in  Colorado 
Springs,  but  Bro.  McConkey  will  soon  as- 
sume that  charge.  Bro.  H.  M.  Fields 
preaches  at  Antioch'  each  Sunday.  Bro. 
Galen  Hostetler  is  in  charge  of  the  men's 
work.  Sister  Sadie  Leter  is  president  of 
the  women's  work.  Bro.  Charles  E.  Zunkel 
was  here  on  Oct.  9  in  the  interest  of  the 
religious  census  of  Denver.  Some  follow- 
up  work  is  being  done.  Our  communion 
was  held  on  Oct.  2.  —Mrs.  Laura  M.  Fields, 
Englewood,  Colo. 

Fruita. — Three  bags  of  clothing  for  re- 
lief were  sent  by  the  church  to  Brethren 
Service.  Several  persons  from  our  congre- 
gation assisted  in  the  community  peach 
canning  for  relief.  Swan  soap  wrappers 
are  being  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  Lever  Brothers  relief  project.  Our 
delegates  reporting  from  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Wiley  were  Josephine  Ulrich  and 
Mrs.  Vera  Harper.  During  the  absence  of 
our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  W.  Hoover,  on  an 
evangelistic  tour,  several  interesting  ad- 
dresses have  been  given.  Everett  Fasnacht 
spoke  in  the  interest  of  India's  mission 
work.  A  junior  choir,  composed  of  fifteen 
young  people,  is  being  organized.  We  met 
in  regular  council  with  Elder  Hoover 
moderating.  After  the  election  of  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers,  we  decided  to 
keep  the  pulpit  filled  on  the  Sundays  our 
pastor  would  be  absent.  Our  aid  has  made 
eight  quilts. — Mrs.  Omer  Henry,  Fruita, 
Colo. 

Florida 
Tampa. — Our  church  met  in  fall  council 
on  Sept.  18;  officers  were  elected.  Bro.  A. 
D.  Crist  was  re-elected  as  elder  and  pastor 
for  another  year.  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected  and  installed  on  Oct.  2.  A 
building  committee  was  appointed.  We  are 
greatly  in  need  of  more  room  for  our  Sun- 
day-school work.  Our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Winter  Park  were  Sisters 
Vera  Resue  and  Marian  Gunn.   The  men's 
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work  decided  to  install  a  water  heater  in 
the  baptistry  and  investigate  putting  up 
signs  to  direct  tourists  and  visitors  to  our 
church.  The  men  are  ready  to  work  on  the 
much-needed  educational  building  as  soon 
as  the  plans  are  mature  and  funds  can  be 
raised.  The  youth  rally  held  Oct.  16-23  was 
a  week  of  special  activity.  Rev.  Bragan 
from  St.  Petersburg  directed  the  meeting. 
Each  evening  he  showed  stereopticon 
views  on  the  Life  of  Christ  and  on  the 
subjects  upon  which  he  spoke.  The  inter- 
est was  good  and  resulted  in  several  con- 
versions. On  Oct.  30  Elder  Bower  of  Win- 
ter Park  preached  for  us  in  the  morning. 
He  had  with  him  five  members  of  the 
young  people's  cabinet,  who  participated  in 
the  service.  They  encouraged  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  youth  fellowship,  which  was  ac- 
complished the  same  evening.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Nov.  13.  Elder  B.  Frank 
Long  of  Arcadia  was  with  us  for  this  serv- 
ice. Our  elder,  Bro.  Crist,  officiated.  Mem- 
bers from  Lakeland,  Arcadia,  Sarasota  and 
St.  Petersburg  were  present.  Some  of  the 
Tampa  folks  spent  some  time  at  Camp  Ith- 
iel—  Alice   M.    Graybill,   Tampa,   Fla. 

Winter  Park. — We  met  in  council  on 
Sept.  12  to  reorganize  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  C.  E.  Bower  was  retained  as  elder  and 
the  writer  was  elected  as  Messenger  agent 
and  correspondent.  Our  church  enter- 
tained our  district  conference  at  Camp  Ith- 
iel,  our  new  district  camp  eight  miles  west 
of  Orlando,  Oct.  7-9.  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter  of 
Bridgewater  was  the  guest  speaker.  Fol- 
lowing the  conference,  he  visited  all  of 
the  churches  in  the  district.  Interest  and 
attendance  have  been  increasing  in  our 
church  under  the  pastorate  of  Bro.  Floyd 
Biddix.  Rev.  Josef  Herschkwotz,  a  Jew, 
who  was  in  an  Austrian  concentration 
camp,  spoke  to  us  on  Oct.  30.  We  held  our 
communion  services  Oct.  30.  Bro.  Harold 
Myers  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  will  hold  our  evan- 
gelistic services  in  January.  We  are  plan- 
ning a  Thanksgiving  meeting,  followed  by 
a  dinner  in  Bethany  Hall.  A  Christmas 
program  is  also  being  planned.  Our  wom- 
en's work  has  been  busy  with  relief  cloth- 
ing. They  packed  three  large  bundles  of 
pieces  for  peace  in  co-operation  with  the 
Council  of  Church  Women  of  Winter  Park. 
We  have  Wednesday  evening  prayer  meet- 
ings, at  which  we  have  been  studying  the 
doctrines  of  our  church.  We  have  a  care- 
taker's cabin  at  our  camp  that  we  will  of- 
fer rent  free  to  anyone  caring  to  occupy 
it  as  we  have  no  money  to  hire  a  care- 
taker at  present. — Mrs.  C.  E.  Bower,  Winter 
Park,  Fla. 

Idaho 

Weiser. — The  work  at  this  place  is  pro- 
gressing nicely  under  the  leadership  of 
Brother  and  Sister  E.  J.  Glover,  our  part- 
time  pastors.  Bro.  Glover  is  also  our  eld- 
er. During  the  two  years  of  their  work 
here  seventeen  persons  have  been  added  to 
the  church,  fifteen  of  them  by  baptism.  At 
our  recent  council  meeting  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  the 
evening  of  World  Communion  Sunday  with 
Bro.  Glover  presiding.  Brother  and  Sister 
Lynn  Blickenstaff  stopped  here  en  route 
from  district  meeting  and  presented  a  pro- 
gram of  their  work  in  India.  Several  mem- 
bers from  here  attended  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Bowmont.  During  the  past  few  years 
substantial  improvements  have  been  made 
on  the  church  plant.  A  basement  has 
been  added.  The  next  project  will  be  the 
decorating  of  the  interior  of  the  sanctuary. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  active  and  has 
helped  materially  in  the  building  project, 
in  relief  work  and  in  various  other 
projects.    The   church   correspondent   and 


Messenger  agent  for  the  coming  year  is  the 
undersigned.  We  hope  to  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club  for  1950  as  we  have  had  the 
past  few  years. — Emma  K.  Miller,  Weiser, 
Idaho. 

Illinois 
Hurricane  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on 
Sept.  16,  with  Elder  R.  E.  Pepple  presiding. 
Church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Pepple 
was  retained  as  our  elder  but  we  will  be 
without  a  pastor  after  March  1.  A  fare- 
well social  was  held  for  our  pastors,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  F.  A.  Oliver.  They  have  now 
moved  to  Salem,  Iowa,  but  Bro.  Oliver  will 
fill  our  pulpit  on  Dec.  4.  On  Nov.  20  Bro. 
Virgil  Finnell  delivered  a  temperance  lec- 
ture at  the  church.  A  union  prayer  meet- 
ing was  held  in  our  church  on  Nov.  9. 
The  community  sing  will  be  held  in  our 
church  on  Nov.  27. — Mrs.  Pearl  Parker, 
Pleasant  Mound,  111. 

Milledgeville.— Bro.  Melvin  Ritchey  and 
his  wife  have  moved  into  the  parsonage 
and  are  serving  the  church  here.  The  chil- 
dren's department  raised  money  to  send 
friendship  packets  overseas.  Some  of  the 
adult  classes  financed  the  reflooring  of  two 
rooms  at  the  Mt.  Morris  Brethren  home. 
Mrs.  Orion  Stover  and  Lyle  Livengood 
were  our  delegates  to  the  district  confer- 
ence at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  and  brought  back 
interesting  reports.  The  pastor  conducted 
an  inspiring  consecration  service  for  Sun- 
day-school officers  and  teachers.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  World  Com- 
munion Sunday  evening  with  Bro.  Ritchey 
presiding.  The  yearly  father  and  son  fel- 
lowship supper  was  held  at  the  church  on 
Oct.  7.  Our  ladies'  aid  meets  one  day  a 
week  for  quilting  and  sewing.  The  young 
people  play  volleyball  at  the  high  school 
gym  each  Wednesday  evening.  The  school- 
teachers of  Milledgeville  were  guests  at 
our  Thanksgiving  dinner  at  the  church. 
Our   pastor    preached    the    sermon    at    the 


union  Thanksgiving  service  held  at  the 
Lutheran  church.  Four  of  our  young  peo- 
ple attended  the  district  rally  at  Freeport 
and  the  intermediate  rally  was  held  in  our 
church  on  Nov.  27.  Our  Sunday-school 
workers  were  well  represented  at  the  dis- 
trict leadership  training  conference  at  the 
Dixon  church.— Mrs.  A.  S.  Kreider,  Mil- 
ledgeville, 111. 

Indiana 

Andrews.— During  our  fall  revival  meet- 
ings two  persons  were  baptized  and  two 
were  received  by  letter.  Since  our  last 
report,  a  new  roof  has  been  put  on  the 
church.  The  work  of  building  classrooms 
in  the  basement  of  the  church  is  in  prog- 
ress. Our  aid  society  holds  a  market  once 
a  month  and  the  average  earnings  are 
twenty  dollars.  The  aid  group  is  sewing 
gowns  and  slips  as  our  cut-garment  proj- 
ect. The  group  has  just  completed  three 
comforters  for  relief. — Mrs.  Kenneth  L. 
Shaffer,   Andrews,    Ind. 

Ladoga. — We  met  in  regular  council  on 
Nov.  6  with  Albert  Harshbarger,  our  elder, 
presiding.  Church  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Two  letters  were  re- 
ceived. We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  DP 
family  living  on  the  Paul  Stoner  farm 
since  Nov.  16  and  so  glad  they  are  wor- 
shiping with  us  at  Bethel.  The  aid  society 
has  been  very  active  in  many  fields  of 
work.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Lloyd  Evans,  hopes 
to  organize  a  men's  work.  Bro.  Evans 
and  his  wife  are  serving  our  church.  Our 
Through  the  Bible  Study  and  prayer  meet- 
ings each  week  are  well  attended  and  are 
growing  in  interest.  Dec.  18  is  our  Christ- 
mas family  night  at  the  church  with  a 
tree,  a  treat  and  a  program. — Mrs.  Lucile 
Moore,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

New  Paris. — Our  church  met  in  council 
on  Sept.  1  and  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  was 
re-elected  elder.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren      young      people      of      Northern 
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Indiana  held  their  district  fall  conference 
at  our  church  Sept.  24  and  25.  Bro.  C.  D. 
Bonsack  conducted  our  evangelistic  meet- 
ings Oct.  2-16,  closing  with  our  com- 
munion on  the  17th.  One  person  was 
baptized  before  the  meetings  began.  Our 
church  is  still  helping  with  relief  work. 
Of  the  plane  load  of  heifers  that  were 
sent  to  Venezuela,  six  were  sent  from  our 
church.  Bro.  Abe  NefT  went  in  the  plane 
with  them.  The  Christian  Service  class 
had  as  its  project  for  this  year  the  send- 
ing of  Bro.  Leonard  Blickenstaff  and  his 
family  back  to  India.  Our  church  took 
part  in  the  buying  of  a  truck  for  the 
mission  in  Flat  Creek.  Ky.  The  ladies'  aid 
is  still  busy  making  garments  for  relief 
and  helping  at  the  Nappanee  relief  center. 
— Mrs.    Ethel   Fryman,   New  Paris,   Ind. 

North  Winona. — We  enjoyed  our  harvest 
meeting  and  home-coming  on  Sept.  11, 
with  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester 
as  the  guest  speaker.  Some  of  our  women 
attended  the  two-day  camp  at  Camp  Mack 
on  Sept.  14  and  15.  Brother  and  Sister  Rob- 
ert Sink  spent  two  weeks  helping  us  in  a 
revival  beginning  Oct.  3.  Two  persons 
were  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  at  North  Manchester  in 
October.  Our  men  were  well  represented 
at  our  district  men's  meeting  at  the  Center 
church  both  morning  and  evening  on  Nov. 
5.  Several  of  our  women  attended  the 
women's  rally  at  the  Nappanee  communi- 
ty building  on  Nov.  17.  During  the  eve- 
ning worship  hour  on  Oct.  30  the  film.  My 
Name  Is  Han,  was  shown.  On  the  after- 
noon of  Nov.  5  an  inspirational  baptismal 
service  was  held  in  our  church.  The  North 
Webster  church  baptized  fifteen  applicants. 
Our  aid  meets  twice  a  month  to  sew  for 
relief.  We  are  busy  at  present  sewing  in- 
fant clothing. — Mrs.  Alma  E.  Hanawalt, 
Pierceton,  Ind. 

Peru. — Since  our  last  report,  Brethren  E. 
Lee  Burrous,  Dean  Myers  and  Arnold  Flora 
have  been  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
Our  delegates  to  the  district  conference, 
which  was  held  in  North  Manchester,  were 
Sisters  Glee  Orpurt  and  Nora  Hollenberg. 
Sister  Goldie  Killian  has  resigned  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Bloomfield  church  and  is  doing 
evangelistic  work.  It  was  decided  to  place 
the  full  responsibility  of  the  work  in 
Bloomfield  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of 
administration  to  handle  as  they  see  fit. 
Our  church  has  a  DP  family  from  Ukraine, 
consisting  of  a  father,  mother  and  four 
children.  The  church  is  sponsoring  anoth- 
er family  and  the  Dr.  E.  Lee  Burrous  fam- 
ily is  sponsoring  one.  Bro.  I.  D.  Leather- 
man  conducted  an  evangelistic  meeting 
Oct.  4-16.  Sister  Leatherman  held  a  special 
program  for  the  children  in  a  separate 
room.  One  person  was  received  into  the 
church  after  the  meeting.  Our  women  are 
still  collecting  and  mending  clothing  for 
relief.  Recently  we  made  pads  for  hospital 
patients  at  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home.  We 
have  lost  three  of  our  number  by  death. 
The  Sunday  evening  program  on  Nov.  13 
was  in  charge  of  some  young  people  from 
Manchester  College.  Their  theme  was 
Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life. — Mrs.  H. 
F.  Peters,  Peru,  Ind. 

Wawaka. — Bro.  Arthur  Morris  was  the 
speaker  for  our  harvest  meeting  this  fall. 
Our  communion  services  on  Nov.  5  were 
well  attended.  An  auction  is  being 
planned  to  take  place  in  the  town  com- 
munity building  on  Nov.  29,  the  proceeds 
of  which  will  go  into  our  building  fund. 
The  young  people  of  the  church  recently 
conducted  the  Sunday  evening  worship 
service  and  other  groups  are  to  share  in 
these  programs  during  1950.  The  women's 
work  group,  which  has  an  average  at- 
tendance of  twenty-two  members,  has 
finished  four  dozen  garments  for  relief 
and  is  now  making  twelve  layettes  for  the 
same  purpose.  Their  funds  are  used  in 
helping  to  keep  up  the  parsonage,  for 
the  church  budget,  Camp  Mack  and  the 
various  activities  of  the  district  women's 
work.  Several  members  of  the  group 
attended   the   women's   rally   at  Nappanee 
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on  Nov.  17.  The  men  of  the  church  have 
sown  thirty-five  acres  of  wheat,  the  pro- 
ceeds going  to  the  building  fund.  In  the 
near  future  we  plan  to  begin  work  on 
the  excavating  of  the  proposed  church 
basement.  At  present  the  men  are  helping 
to  canvass  the  local  community  for  dona- 
tions of  grain  and  money  for  CROP.  The 
young  people's  group  expect  to  use  money 
earned  by  selling  Christmas  cards  for 
Youth  Serves. — Blanche  B.  Frick,  Wawaka, 
Ind. 

Iowa 

Franklin. — We  have  had  Henry  G.  Sny- 
der with  us  as  pastor  for  the  past  six 
months.  We  had  Brethren  Oliver  Davis- 
son  and  Stanley  Evans  and  their  wives 
with  us  in  a  two  weeks'  meeting.  Our 
communion  service  was  held  Sept.  30 
with  Bro.  Davisson  presiding.  Bro.  F.  A. 
Oliver  and  his  family  of  Libertyville  at- 
tended services  at  Franklin.  We  have 
had  electric  lights  installed  in  the  Frank- 
lin church  recently.  We  have  a  com- 
munity supper  and  program  at  the  church 
once  a  month  with  good  attendance. — Mrs. 
Ella  Petticord,  Leon,  Iowa. 

Iowa  River. — Several  of  our  young  peo- 
ple attended  the  sectional  youth  retreat 
held  at  the  Fernald  church  on  Oct.  1  and 
2  with  Bro.  Paul  Haworth  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  as  the  guest  speaker. 
On  the  morning  of  Oct.  2  the  installation 
of  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  for 
the  new  year  was  held,  followed  by  the 
baptism  of  one  young  person.  In  the 
evening  our  love  feast  was  held  with 
our  pastor  presiding.  The  Lord's  acre 
auction  sale  sponsored  by  the  men's  work 
organization  was  held  Oct.  29.  The  pro- 
ceeds amounted  to  $732.  Recently  an 
offering  of  $133  was  taken  for  aid  to  the 
earthquake-stricken  area  in  South  Ameri- 
ca. A  church  grounds  beautification  proj- 
ect has  been  started  by  the  Wide  Awake 
Sunday-school  class.  Tulip  bulbs  were 
planted  on  Nov.  12.  Joe  Kennedy  and 
Merlin  Miller  represented  our  CBYF  at  the 
youth  conference  at  McPherson,  Kansas, 
Nov.  11-13.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Kennedy  at- 
tended regional  conference  Nov.  13-17  as 
delegates  from  the  men's  and  women's 
work  organizations.  The  ladies'  aid  con- 
tinues to  quilt  and  make  comforters. 
Clothing  has  been  collected  for  relief. — 
Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Miller,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Ivesler. — Bro.  Forrest  Weller  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  South  Dakota  brought  us  a  very 
inspiring  message  on  Sept.  4.  Our  workers' 
retreat  was  held  at  Pine  Lake  on  Sept.  6, 
with  Bro.  Charles  Zunkel  as  the  speaker. 
The  county  convention  of  the  W.C.T.U.  was 
held  at  Ivester  on  Sept.  8;  Conrad  and 
Grundy  Center  unions  were  our  guests.  A 
leaders'  training  school  was  held  in  the 
evenings,  Sept.  12-14,  at  Pine  Lake  with 
Lorell  Weiss,  Ray  Zook  and  Charles  Zunkel 
as  the  leaders.  On  Sept.  18  the  teachers 
of  the  surrounding  schools  were  our  guests. 
Promotion  and  rally  day  was  held  Sept. 
25,  with  the  children  participating  in  the 
Sunday  morning  program.  The  men  did 
work  about  the  church  by  increasing  the 
parking  area,  spreading  rock,  trimming 
bushes,  etc.  Communion  services  were 
held  at  Ivester  at  an  evening  service.  On 
Oct.  4  we  held  our  quarterly  council 
meeting  with  Bro.  Vernon  S.  Powell  of 
Kingsley  as  the  moderator.  The  area  men's 
rally  was  held  here  Oct.  9  and  consisted 
of  a  supper  and  a  workers'  conference. 
On  Oct.  19  the  sectional  women's  rally  was 
held  at  Greene.  On  Oct.  26  Ivester  was 
represented  at  a  missionary  meeting  at 
Whitten.  The  speaker  was  a  missionary 
to  Africa.  Our  women's  work  has  collected 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  be  given  to  re- 
lief and  filled  270  quart  cans.  On  Oct.  30 
the  W.C.T.U.  presented  a  Sunday  evening 
program  of  stories  and  music,  followed 
by  a  film. — Mrs.  Howard  Sheller,  Eldora, 
Iowa. 

Maxwell.— At  our  council  meeting  we 
elected  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
and  appointed  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting  at  the  Stover  Memorial  church  in 
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Des  Moines.  Bro.  G.  A.  Zook  was  re- 
elected elder.  Bro.  Harold  Wheeler  was 
given  an  indefinite  license  to  preach.  Sis- 
ter Alice  Gooden  was  also  licensed  to  the 
ministry.  Our  pastor  attended  the  leader- 
ship training  school  at  Pine  Lake  on  Sept. 
12-14.  Some  of  our  young  people  attended 
the  sectional  youth  conference  at  Fernald 
on  Oct.  1  and  2.  On  Oct.  7  our  pastor  was 
ordained  to  the  eldership  with  Brethren 
Paul  Miller  and  G.  A.  Zook  in  charge  of 
the  service.  Following  the  ordination  serv- 
ice, we  held  our  love  feast.  Rev.  Iver  Rut- 
en,  who  has  served  on  the  mission  field  in 
French  West  Africa  for  five  years,  attended 
our  fellowship  meeting  on  Nov.  4.  He 
showed  slides  and  told  us  about  the  mis- 
sion work  in  that  field.  The  members  of 
the  church  are  co-operating  very  well  with 
the  program  of  the  church.— Mrs.  LUlie 
M.  Bucklew,  Maxwell,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Garden  City.— Our  church  co-operated 
with  the  African  Methodist  church  in  a 
vacation  Bible  school  with  ninety-two 
children  enrolled.  Three  of  the  teachers 
were  from  the  Negro  church.  The  aid 
meets  every  week  to  quilt  and  a  newly 
organized  young  women's  aid  meets  twice 
a  month.  Six  boxes  of  relief  clothing  have 
been  sent  and  two  comforts  and  several 
washcloth  kits  will  go  to  Kassel,  Germany, 
where  one  of  our  young  women,  Wilma 
Kuns,  is  working  in  Brethren  Service. 
Sunday-school  and  church  officers  and 
teachers  were  elected  and  installed  on 
Oct.  2.  Three  young  people  and  our  pastor 
attended  the  young  people's  camp  at 
Tonganoxie.  Two  of  our  young  people 
are  at  McPherson  College  this  year.  Dis- 
trict meeting  met  in  our  church  on  Oct. 
7-9.  The  pastor  was  elected  to  serve 
on  the  Standing  Committee  at  Annual 
Conference.  Our  cradle  roll  superin- 
tendent, Mrs.  Calvin  Mills,  has  been  ac- 
tive in  enlisting  babies  in  the  cradle  roll. 
She  planned  a  special  service  recognizing 
cradle  roll  members  and  certificates  were 
given  to  thirty  children.  Since  our  last 
report  ten  persons  have  been  received  into 
church  membership,  five  by  letter,  four  by 
baptism  and  one  by  former  baptism.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  a  revival  meeting 
within  the  next  few  weeks. — Mrs.  Herb 
Daugherty,  Garden   City,  Kansas. 

Monitor. — Officers  for  the  year  were 
elected  at  our  last  council.  Bro.  W.  H. 
Yoder  will  be  our  elder.  Bro.  Oliver  C. 
Dilley  is  our  pastor.  Our  annual  birthday 
dinner  will  be  held  on  Nov.  25.  On  Dec. 
2  we  will  have  a  community  night  supper, 
songs,  special  music  and  moving  pictures. 
Several  persons  from  our  congregation 
went  to  the  Southwestern  Kansas  district 
meeting.  We  held  our  fall  love  feast  on 
Oct.  2.  We  plan  to  have  our  school  of  mis- 
sions   during    January,    closing    with    the 


mission  moving  pictures  on  Japan.  Our 
Homebuilders  met  for  their  aid  meeting 
on  Nov.  8  and  made  eight  new  com- 
forters and  collected  clothing  for  relief. 
We  are  also  making  washcloth  mending 
kits. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Stutzman,  Conway, 
Kansas. 

Kentucky 

Constance. — Four  of  our  junior  boys  and 
one  young  person  attended  Camp  Sugar 
Grove  this  summer.  This  is  the  first  group 
to  attend  camp  for  several  years.  A  class 
from  the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  visited  us 
on  Sept.  25.  This  group  was  with  us  eleven 
years  ago,  at  which  time  they  dedicated 
our  well.  On  Oct.  2  fifteen  from  the  Con- 
stance church  attended  the  communion 
services  at  the  Cincinnati  church.  Circuit 
No.  8  of  the  Southern  Ohio  men's  work 
met  at  our  church  on  Oct.  9.  Bro.  Harley 
M.  Coppock  of  Miami,  N.  Mex.,  conducted 
our  revival  services  Oct.  11-23.  Three  per- 
sons were  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Thanis  Darner  was  with  us  on  Oct. 
30,  showing  slides  and  telling  of  her  ex- 
periences in  a  work  camp  in  Germany  this 
summer.  On  Nov.  6  the  Bible  story,  The 
Prodigal  Son,  was  presented  in  pantomime 
and  song  by  the  Ameladee  male  chorus  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  Howard  J.  Er- 
baugh. — Mrs.  Edna  Conely,  Constance,  Ky. 

Rock  House. — We  had  a  two-week  revival 
at  our  church  beginning  Oct.  2,  with  our 
communion  service  at  the  end  of  the  first 
week.  The  interest  was  much  better  than 
it  had  been  for  some  time.  Two  persons 
were  reclaimed  and  one  was  baptized.  We 
had  a  good  choir  on  Oct.  16.  The  worship 
spirit  seems  to  go  on  now  since  the  revival 
is  over.  Bro.  Keither  Wilson  of  Turkey 
Creek  was  the  evangelist  and  also  presided 
at  the  communion  services. — Thelma  Be- 
mus,  Heisey,  Ky. 

Maryland 

Broadfording. — We  just  closed  a  very 
successful  revival  meeting  with  Bro.  J.  W. 
Fidler  as  the  evangelist.  He  brought  us 
very  inspiring  messages.  We  had  special 
music  each  evening.  As  a  result  of  the 
meetings,  twenty-two  persons  were  bap- 
tized. Three  were  baptized  this  summer. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  12.  Bro. 
Francis  Litton  presided  over  our  love  feast 
and  preached  for  us.  On  Nov.  13  we  lifted 
our  quarterly  mission  offering.  In  the 
evening  of  Nov.  18  the  men's  work  group 
of  Middle  Maryland  held  its  meeting  at 
our  church.  We  had  a  service  on  Thanks- 
giving morning.  We  lifted  an  offering  for 
missions  on  Thanksgiving  and  also  on  the 
Sunday  morning  following.  We  expect  to 
have  a  Christmas  program  by  the  children. 
— Harry  C.  Myers,  Maugansville,  Md. 

Froslburg. — The  Western  Maryland  dis- 
trict women's  work  meeting  was  held  in 
our  church  with  a  good  program  on  the 
theme,  Homebuilders  Are  World  Builders. 


Two  members  of  the  youth  peace  caravan 
were  in  our  church.  The  junior  CBYF  has 
completed  the  study  of  a  unit  on  migrants 
and  is  now  busy  with  the  Christmas  pro- 
gram. The  district  youth  round  table  was 
held  in  our  church  on  Oct.  23.  The  Frost- 
burg  Council  of  Church  Women  held  their 
world  community  meeting  in  our  church 
on  Nov.  4.  A  number  of  pieces-for-peace 
packages  and  a  large  amount  of  used 
clothing  were  donated.  Our  women's 
work  group  is  now  quilting  and  sewing. 
They  have  also  been  collecting  clothing 
for  several  needy  families.  Our  annual 
Thanksgiving  banquet  was  held  on  Nov. 
22.  The  food  and  fruits  collected  were 
given  to  the  local  hospital  and  several 
families.  Since  our  last  report  six  new 
members  have  been  added  to  our  church. 
— Mrs.   O.  F.  Bowman,   Frostburg,  Md. 

Locust  Grove. — We  held  our  love  feast 
on  Oct.  30  with  Bro.  Berkley  Bowman  pre- 
siding. Our  young  married  people's  class 
is  sponsoring  a  newsletter  which  is  sent 
bimonthly.  We  plan  to  make  this  paper 
serve  the  program  of  the  total  church. 
Nine  members  from  our  Sunday  school 
are  enrolled  in  a  five-week  leadership 
training  school.  Our  ladies'  aid  met  in 
the  home  of  Sister  Lulu  Leatherman.  The 
CBYF  held  its  meeting  on  Nov.  13  at  the 
church  with  Rev.  Fred  Smith  of  the  Tem- 
perance League  of  Maryland  as  the  guest 
speaker.— B.   R.   Purdum,   Mt.   Airy,   Md. 

Piney  Creek. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Oct.  23,  with  Bro.  E.  E.  Baugher  of 
Hanover,  Pa.,  presiding.  Visiting  Brethren 
were    E.    E.    Baugher    and    Samuel    Wey- 


bright.  Several  of  our  members  were  un- 
able to  attend  because  of  sickness  so  they 
were  given  communion  in  their  homes. 
The  district  meeting  was  held  at  our 
church.  We  observed  our  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary on  Oct.  9  with  Bro.  Warren  Bowman 
of  Bridgewater  College  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. A  quartet  from  the  college  presented 
special  music.  We  had  a  dedication  serv- 
ice for  our  remodeled  church.  The  young 
people  had  as  their  guest  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  27  Eugene  Stambaugh  of  Gettys- 
burg College,  who  played  a  musical  in- 
strument.— Virgie  A.  Bowers,  Taneytown, 
Md. 

Michigan 
Detroil,  First. — Our  anniversary  dinner 
was  held  Sept.  30  with  Sheldon  Rahn  of 
the  Detroit  Council  of  Churches  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected.  Bro.  M.  B.  Wil- 
liams was  elected  superintendent  of  the 
Chinese  Sunday  school.  It  is  with  deep 
regret  that  the  church  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Perry 
Prather,  who  have  gone  to  Waterloo,  Iowa. 
Bro.  Prather  preached  his  farewell  sermon 
on  Nov.  13,  after  which  he  and  Mrs. 
Prather  were  presented  with  a  monetary 
gift.  We  are  now  without  a  pastor.  Bro. 
William  Gnagey,  who  has  been  our  as- 
sistant pastor,  will  take  over  as  many  of 
the  duties  as  he  can  assume  with  his 
regular  job  as  a  schoolteacher.  On  Nov. 
20  we  had  with  us  Bro.  J.  H.  Mathis  of 
North  Manchester,  who  delivered  an  in- 
spiring message.    Our  annual  fall  festival 
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This  fictional  story  of  the  love  of  a  moth- 
er for  her  son  unfolds  in  the  town  of 
Nazareth,  where  Joseph  seeks  and  wins 
maiden,  Mary  •  As  the  years  go  on, 
a  towering  figure,  characterized  by  a  pro- 
found faith,  a  sacrificial  spirit,  a  deep  spirituality  and  a 
•  practical  wisdom,  a  woman  who,  like  her  famous  Son,  was 
acquainted  with  grief  and  accustomed  to  sorrow  •  In 
vivid  stories,  life  in  the  household  of  Joseph  is  portrayed, 
with  Jesus,  as  a  growing  boy  and  a  mature  man,  a  prominent 
member  of  it  •  Mary's  relationships  with  her  Son  are 
reverently  delineated,  and  her  influence  on  Him  is  suggested 
•  This  book  is  fiction,  but  it  is  more  than  that— it  is  a 
tender  and  touching  story  that  mothers  of  all 
creeds  can  understand.    Price,  $3.50. 
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The  Apostle.  A  fictional  reconstruction  of  the 
life  and  work  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  Price,  $3.75. 
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was  held  Oct.  21  and  over  $300  was  cleared. 
A  number  of  improvements  have  been 
made.  Thirty  new  members  have  been 
received  during  the  past  five  months  by 
baptism  and  letter.  We  expect  to  have 
several  different  speakers  with  us  in  the 
next  few  months  until  a  pastor  can  be 
secured.  The  Manchester  alumni  group 
will  meet  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  Russell  Bright  on  Dec.  3  for  a 
social  evening. — Mrs.  Walter  K.  Gordon, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Missouri 
Greenwood. — Owing  to  the  co-operation 
of  different  people,  our  vacation  Bible 
school,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
thirty-eight,  was  the  largest  one  we  have 
had  so  far.  The  offerings  totaled  six  dol- 
lars and  were  given  toward  the  project, 
pictures  for  children  everywhere.  The  old- 
er girls  pieced  a  child's  quilt  for  relief 
and  the  older  boys  made  chairs  from 
orange  crates  for  the  use  of  the  younger 
children.  The  preaching  for  our  revival 
meeting  was  done  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  R. 
L.  Gass,  and  Bro.  Glenn  Swinger,  pastor 
of  the  Cabool  church.  Sister  Mabel  Cripe 
of  Wichita,  Kansas,  spent  a  part  of  her 
vacation  in  our  midst  and  helped  very  ably 
in  the  song  service.  Three  young  people 
were  baptized  and  there  were  several  re- 
consecrations.  Six  friendship  packets  were 
given  by  the  Sunday  school  to  be  dis- 
tributed overseas  for  Christmas.  As  a  re- 
sult of  the  efforts  of  the  women  of  the 
church  and  neighborhood,  a  large  Christ- 
mas package  has  been  sent  to  a  German 
family.  Twelve  baby  gowns  from  the  cut- 
garments  department  have  been  made.  Ar- 
ticles of  various  types  have  also  been 
made  for  relief  at  home  and  abroad. — 
Birdie  Morris,  Cabool,  Mo. 
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Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,   Elgin,  111. 

No.  418.  Wanted:  Woman  to  keep  house 
and  care  for  two  children  for  working, 
widowed,  mother.  Write:  P.  O.  Box  934, 
Newport  News,   Va. 

No.  419.  Wanted:  Secretary.  Midwest 
F.  O.  R.  Shorthand,  typing  essential.  In- 
terest in  pacifism  preferred.  Salary  5170  a 
month.  Write:  A.  G.  Watson,  Room  601, 
740  Rush  St..  Chicago  11,  111. 

No.  420.  Wanted:  An  elderly  lady,  in- 
valid or  convalescent  to  care  for  in  my 
Brethren  home  for  weekly  wages.  Experi- 
ence and  18  months  training.  Write:  Opal 
V.  Rantz,  Roann,  Ind. 

No.  421.  Wanted:  Brethren  sister  would 
like  working  for  board  for  one  year  and 
raising  poultry  on  shares.  Write:  Lillie  J. 
Fox,  Houghton  Lake,  Star  Route,  Mich. 

No.  422.  For  sale:  15  senior  choir  robes, 
white  tops  and  black  bottoms.  Write:  Mrs. 
Fern  Thornton,  Huron  St.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  References  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow,  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296,  Buchman,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


Name 


R.   D.   or   St. 
P.  O 


Zone 


State 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


Plattsburg. — Our  revival  meeting  was 
held  Aug.  28 — Sept.  11  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Albright.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro.  Charles 
Nettleton  of  Rinard,  Iowa.  Bro.  Nettleton 
conducted  the  song  service  and  preached 
several  times.  Fifteen  of  our  group  at- 
tended the  district  rally  at  Rockingham. 
At  our  fall  council  Bro.  Lyle  Albright  was 
elected  elder  for  another  year.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  was  observed  Oct.  2. 
Following  the  service  a  basket  dinner  was 
enjoyed,  after  which  a  program  on  the 
history  of  our  church  was  presented  by 
Bro.  Ernest  VanDreu.  Twenty  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  our  district  conference  at 
Mound  City.— Mrs.  Ollie  Ullery,  Plattsburg, 
Mo. 

Rockingham. — We  held  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival meeting  during  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber. As  a  result,  we  had  seven  converts. 
Our  meeting  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Ralph 
Hoover  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.  At  the 
close  of  this  meeting  our  neighboring 
church,  Bethany,  enjoyed  a  two  weeks' 
meeting.  At  the  close  of  these  four  weeks 
of  meetings  the  Rockingham  and  Bethany 
congregations  held  a  joint  communion, 
which  was  well  attended.  On  the  after- 
noon of  Nov.  20  we  held  a  members' 
meeting  to  decide  whether  we  could  locate 
a  displaced  persons  family  in  our  com- 
munity. It  was  left  in  the  hands  of  our 
elder  and  the  presidents  of  our  women's 
work  and  men's  work.  Our  women's  aid 
society  has  been  holding  sales  so  that  we 
can  make  some  much  needed  repairs  on 
our  basement  before  the  district  meeting 
next  fall.  We  are  also  starting  to  work 
on  our  Gospel  Messenger  subscription 
club.— Mrs.  Floyd  Hawkins,  Stet,  Mo. 

North  Carolina 
Fraternity. — The  young  people  have  been 
studying  the  Book  of  Ephesians.  Bro. 
Olden  Mitchell  held  our  revival.  There 
were  six  additions  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  two  by  letter  since  our  last  re- 
port. Three  dozen  cut-garments  were  re- 
cently received  from  New  Windsor  and 
are  being  made  by  the  women's  work.  A 
junior  choir  has  been  organized  with  Mrs. 
H.  R.  Crater,  Jr.,  as  the  director.  Choir 
robes  have  been  purchased  for  the  chil- 
dren and  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  13  a 
dedication  service  was  held.  The  children 
of  our  church  gave  a  program  on  Thanks- 
giving evening;  gifts  of  food  and  clothing 
were  brought  for  relief.  A  young  adult 
Bible  class  has  recently  been  organized. 
Rally  day  was  held  the  last  Sunday  in 
September,  followed  by  an  installation 
service  for  all  officers  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  H. 
Flora,  brought  the  morning  message.  On 
the  evening  of  Oct.  24  Bro.  Frank  Crum- 


packer,  pioneer  missionary  to  China,  gave 
an  interesting  talk  and  showed  pictures 
on  the  conditions  and  needs  in  China 
today.  On  Nov.  20  several  of  our  young 
people,  together  with  other  young  people 
of  the  district,  met  at  the  Christiansburg 
church  for  their  fall  retreat. — Mrs.  James 
W.  Dunn,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Bradford. — Our  church  program  has 
been  moving  forward  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  Friend  Couser, 
and  his  wife.  The  attendance  and  interest 
at  our  Sunday-school  and  worship  services 
have  been  increasing.  We  have  dedicated 
our  recorder,  which  was  purchased  to 
record  the  services  for  our  shut-ins.  The 
women's  work  group  filled  towels  for 
Brethren  Service  and  sent  relief  clothing, 
comforters,  grease  and  filled  pocketbooks 
for  relief.  We  sent  eleven  dozen  cans 
of  fruit,  vegetables  and  jelly  to  Bethany 
Hospital  for  Thanksgiving  and  are  now 
sewing  for  the  hospital.  We  have  a  75% 
Messenger  club.  This  past  year  we  have 
done  some  remodeling  and  redecorating  at 
the  church  and  purchased  an  organ.    Dur- 


ing the  past  year  we  gave  $985  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  and  added  $898.96  to 
our  parsonage  fund.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  1.  We  have  just  closed  our 
evangelistic  services  with  Bro.  Howard 
Erbaugh  as  the  evangelist.  As  a  result 
of  these  meetings,  twenty-eight  persons 
have  been  baptized,  two  are  awaiting  the 
rite  and  four  were  received  by  letter. 
Margaret  Diltz,  Bradford,  Ohio. 

Cedar  Grove. — Our  revival  services  were 
held  Oct.  9-16,  with  Bro.  C.  O.  Brubaker, 
our  pastor,  as  the  evangelist.  Communion 
services  were  held  on  Saturday  evening 
during  the  meetings.  We  are  having  Bible 
study  every  Wednesday  evening  and  are 
studying  the  Book  of  Romans.  The  ladies' 
aid,  which  meets  twice  a  month,  is  making 
aprons  and  pillowcases  and  is  quilting. 
They  helped  the  Hollansburg  community 
to  make  up  twenty-three  packages  for 
overseas.  The  men  of  the  church  are 
working  on  the  church  basement  and  soon 
will  have  it  completed.  On  Sept.  27  the 
Beech  Grove,  Castine,  Prices  Creek  and 
Cedar  Grove  churches  met  at  our  church 
for  the  quarterly  men's  meeting. — Mrs. 
Ruth  Deaton,   New  Madison,   Ohio. 

East  Chippewa. — Since  our  last  writing, 
Bro.  Wendell  Flory  gave  a  missionary 
talk  in  our  church.  One  letter  of  mem- 
bership has  been  received.  Sixteen  pack- 
ages of  pieces  for  peace  were  sent  from 
our  church.  They  were  dedicated  at  the 
Orrville  World  Community  Day  service. 
The  building  fund  offering  on  Oct.  30 
amounted  to  $945.10.  The  previous  offering 
for  this  fund  was  $1,080.  Rev.  Besse  of  the 
Dunkard  Brethren  church  in  North  Canton 
preached  for  us  while  our  pastor,  Bro. 
McFadden,  was  holding  three  revival 
meetings.  Bro.  Clair  Brubaker  preached 
for  us  on  Nov.  20  so  that  Bro.  McFadden 
could  preach  at  New  Philadelphia,  the  oc- 
casion being  the  golden  wedding  ob- 
servance of  Brother  and  Sister  A.  H. 
Miller.  A  Thanksgiving  program  was  pre- 
sented on  the  evening  of  Nov.  20.  We  are 
very  happy  to  have  three  German  stu- 
dents in  our  church.  A  retreat  for  youth 
leaders  was  held  in  our  church  on  Nov. 
25  and  26.  Through  the  generosity  of  Bro. 
Harold  Steiner  and  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  men  of  the  Chippewa,  Paradise  and 
East  Chippewa  churches  a  building  was 
erected  on  his  premises  in  Wooster,  where 
Brethren  relief  goods  and  Church  World 
Service  relief  goods  will  be  stored  until 
the  Brethren  Service  truck  can  pick  them 
up. — Sarah   Blough,   Orrville,    Ohio. 
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(T  WAS  an  embarrassing  moment  at  Cana  in  Galilee.  The  supplies  were  running  short; 
the  host  feared  that  the  memories  of  the  marriage  occasion  would  be  marred  for- 
ever by  this  lack  of  foresight. 

Mary  sensed  the  embarrassment;  being  a  gracious  woman  she  wanted  to  alleviate  it 
if  she  could. 

She  was  not  sure  what  he  would  do,  but  she  had  a  big  Son  in  whom  she  had  unlimited 
confidence.   "Whatever  he  tells  you  to  do,"  she  said  to  those  in  charge,  "do  that!" 

That  is  good  advice.  Jesus  has  told  us  a  lot  of  things  to  do  which  we  have  not 
tried. 

We   would   greatly   profit   if   we    could  equal  this  mother's  faith. 
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AROUND  THE  WORLD 


A  German  Council  of  World  Cit- 
izens has  been  founded  at  a  meeting 
of  seventeen  branches  of  the  German 
World  Citizen  Movement  in  Ham- 
burg. 

Help  for  Negroes  in  a  court  battle 
to  end  racial  segregation  in  a  uni- 
versity was  voted  by  the  executive 
council  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  at  its  recent  meeting.  Only 
the  Southern  Presbyterians  dis- 
sented. 

Italian  peasants,  hard-up  and 
landless,  will  have  soil  of  their  own 
to  till  with  the  government's  move 
to  break  up  big  estates.  This  land 
reform  is  expected  to  create  a  pool 
of  nearly  four  million  acres  from 
which  small  farms  can  be  given  to 
capable  peasants.  Compensation  is 
to  be  given  the  present  landowners 
and  the  future  farmers  will  be 
helped  through  co-operatives  to  buy 
farm  equipment  and  to  market  their 
produce.  (WP) 


Nearly  one  thousand  new  Meth- 
odist congregations  were  organized 
and  as  many  new  churches  built  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years.  This  report 
has  been  given  by  the  denomina- 
tion's board  of  missions  and  church 
extension. 

Japanese  seeking  education  in  the 
United  States  are  being  helped  by 
the  Japan  chapter  of  the  Military 
Government  Association.  Funds  for 
travel  and  incidental  expenses  not 
covered  by  scholarships  are  being 
raised   through   public   subscription. 

"The  first  real  world  school"  for 

children  was  opened  this  fall  at 
Copenhagen,  Denmark.  Called  the 
Bernadotte  School,  it  is  coeducation- 
al and  open  to  children  of  all  nation- 
alities regardless  of  race,  religion  or 
economic  level.  Above  all,  the  school 
aims  at  a  broad  international  culture. 
Two  hundred  seventy  pupils  from 
twelve  countries  were  present  on  the 
opening  day.   (Friends  Intelligencer) 


The  Challenge  of  China 


Evangelical  enthusiasm  is  ex- 
pressed by  some  Chinese  Christian 
leaders  at  the  prospects  of  a  period 
of  flux  wherein  the  teachings  of 
Christ  will  have  the  greatest  oppor- 
tunity of  generations  as  the  old  roots 
are  stirred  and  the  fallow  soil  turned 
for  new  seed  planting.  Much  of  the 
missionary  efforts  of  the  past  will  be 
swept  away  —  including  the  brick 
houses  of  the  missionaries,  the  New 
England  church  spires  and  school 
buildings  that  nestled,  so  incongru- 
ously, among  the  sloping  roofs  of  the 
East.  But  Christian  thought  will  be 
reborn  in  new  forms,  forms  forged 
infinitely  closer  to  the  minds  of  yel- 
low and  brown  men  than  was  possi- 
ble when  interpreted  through  South- 
ern or  New  England  idiom  in  either 
architecture  or  ceremony.  Only  as 
the  universal  Christian  truths  be- 
come as  fundamental  a  Chinese  her- 
itage (or  Indie  or  Korean,  etc.)  as 
they  are  American,  English,  etc.,  do 
they  make  their  full  impact. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Chris- 
tians in  Asia  are  thus  the  real  bul- 
wark against  communism.  Time  is 
on  their  side  and  God  works  slowly 
'and  patiently  with  them.  Already 
there  are  many  rumblings  between 
China  and  Moscow  over  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  Chinese  leaders  are  not 
following  the  "Moscow  line."  With 
the  Communist  front  cracking  in  a 
dozen  places  in  Europe,  with  the 
Balkan  Communist  controls  about  to 


break  into  flames,  with  the  miracle 
of  great  modern  India  still  caught  up 
in  the  spell  of  the  immortal  Gandhi, 
standing  as  a  wall  to  balance,  re- 
strain and  restore  Asia's  equilibrium, 
is  it  really  true  that  we  can  think 
only  of  making  one  last  lunge  at 
white  supremacy  and  imperialism? 
Are  we  so  spiritually  and  intellectu- 
ally impoverished  in  government 
and  business  that  we  can  create  no 
more  effective  or  noble  challenge  for 
communism  than  that? 

What  could  be  done?  Many 
things!  Why  do  we  not  meet  in  an 
international  conference  with  Asia's 
non-Communist  religious,  education- 
al and  business  leaders.  Christian 
and  non-Christian  —  one  conference 
in  Japan  for  East  Asia,  one  in  India 
for  Central  Asia?  Send  America's 
spiritual,  intellectual  and  business 
leaders  as  delegates,  with  our  diplo- 
mats there  to  listen  in — but  with  the 
warmakers  kept  out.  Let  these  who 
think  constructively  on  how  to  build 
peace  by  being  peaceful  confer  pa- 
tiently and  thoroughly  until  a  policy 
of  American  support  can  be  worked 
out  that  will  meet  our  abilities  and 
their  needs.  Then  we  would  be  on  a 
new  path  toward  a  mental  climate  in 
which  war  would  be  regarded  as  the 
impractical  and  adolescent  approach 
to  world  problems  which  it  is.  There 
are  a  thousand  things  we  could  be 
doing  toward  achieving  this  world 
maturity. — Between  the  Lines. 


SUNSHINE 
IN  THE  PARSONAGE 


Children    grow    in    radiance 
and  spiritual  tone  in  the  par- 
sonage 


Inez  Long 

Dayton,  Ohio 


Photo  by  Walter  Hering 


RECENTLY  a  prospective 
young  coed  was  being  in- 
terviewed in  her  home  with 
the  purpose  of  interesting  her 
in  attending  one  of  our  church 
colleges.  The  mother's  reaction, 
spoken  in  good  humor,  but  con- 
veying nevertheless  a  basic,  un- 
derlying feeling,  was  this,  "I 
don't  know  whether'  I  want  my 
daughter  to  go  to  that  college 
or  not.    She  might  fall  in  love 


with  one  of  those  young  preach- 
ers up  there  and  half  starve  to 
death  the  rest  of  her  life." 

This  mother  meant  well,  but 
she  was  dead  wrong.  The  wisest 
Man  who  ever  lived  said,  "Man 
does  not  live  by  bread  alone." 
And  preachers  don't  starve  to 
death.  I  would  rather  trust  my 
welfare  to  a  congregation  of 
Christians  who  loved  me  than  to 
the  strongest  labor  union.   How- 


ever, the  average  church  mem- 
ber and  the  American  people  at 
large  have  a  sort  of  patronizing 
pity  for  those  who  live  in  the 
parsonage.  Our  Catholic  breth- 
ren have  done  a  far  better  job 
than  we  Protestants  in  advertis- 
ing their  servants  of  the  church. 
Current  stories  in  books  and  on 
the  screen,  telling  of  those  who 
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are  dedicated  to  serving  God  in 
the  Catholic  Church,  have  a  radi- 
ant, thrilling  tone.  I  feel  that 
way  about  life  in  a  Protestant 
parsonage.  I  have  found  only 
sunny  days  there. 

In  the  first  place,  when  a  girl 
marries  a  minister,  she  lives  in 
the  sunshine  of  a  person  dedi- 
cated to  a  great  cause.  When 
her  young  husband  dedicated  his 
heart  and  his  talents  to  God  and 


the  church  and  entered  the  min- 
istry, a  new  glow  and  power 
came  into  his  life  which  is  not 
given  to  those  of  us  who  feel  no 
sacred  calling.  There  is  power 
in  ministers.  During  the  war, 
when  my  husband  and  I  lived  on 
a  divinity  school  campus,  the 
young  divinity  school  students 
would  sing  in  chapel  services,  "A 
mighty  fortress  is  our  God,  a  bul- 
wark never  failing."  I  shall  nev- 


er forget  the  thrill  of  hearing 
this  army  of  well-selected  young 
men — men  strong  in  voice  and 
mind  and  spirit — who  were  pre- 
paring for  war,  not  against  flesh 
and  blood,  but  against  spiritual 
darkness  in  men's  hearts.  There 
is  great  power  in  dedicated  lives, 
and  the  minister's  wife  lives  in 
the  sunshine  of  her  husband's 
dedication. 

Continued  on  page   14 


EDITORIAL 


The  Kingdom 

IN  RECENT  years  there  has 
been  considerable  theological 
discussion  concerning  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Some  who  pre- 
viously prayed  with  earnestness 
that  the  Lord  would  use  them  in 
kingdom  building  were  told  that 
man  cannot  in  any  manner  build 
the  Lord's  kingdom.  Many  who 
prayed  from  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
"Thy  kingdom  come,"  asked 
themselves  afterward,  "How 
does  the  kingdom  come  and  what 
does  the  Lord  want  me  to  do  in 
connection  with  its  coming?" 
They  were  told  it  would  come 
out  of  heaven  in  the  Lord's  own 
time  and  that  man  would  have 
nothing  .to  do  with  it.  As  a  re- 
sult of  the  variety  of  conflicting, 
but  conscientious  teaching  about 
the  kingdom,  some  Christians 
have  become  hesitant  to  pray  at 
all  about  it  for  fear  they  may 
pray  wrongly. 

Into  this  disturbed  thought 
comes  a  quotation  from  Walter 
Rauschenbush  which  would 
seem  to  shed  some  light  concern- 
ing the  kingdom.  "The  kingdom 
is  for  each  of  us  the  supreme 
task  and  the  supreme  gift  of 
God,"  he  said.  "By  accepting  it 
as  a  task,  we  experience  it  as  a 
gift." 

This  would  indicate  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  always  to  be 
considered  as  a  gift  from  God.  It 
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would  seem  to  place  Mr.  Rau- 
schenbush on  the  side  of  those 
who  say  that  man  does  not  build 
the  kingdom,  that  it  is  God's 
kingdom  and  that  it  emanates 
from  him.  It  would  evaluate  the 
kingdom  as  God's  supreme  gift 
to  his  children. 

But  it  would  go  beyond  that 
and  give  man  a  job  in  the  build- 
ing or  the  fulfilling  of  the  king- 
dom. God  sets  it  as  a  supreme 
task  for  his  children  to  see  that 
the  kingdom  comes  on  the  earth. 

Rauschenbush's  statement 
would  seem  to  indicate  also  that 
the  kingdom  is  an  experience,  a 
growing  experience.  The  king- 
dom is  something  which  begins 
to  come  within  us,  first  of  all.  It 
comes  as  a  gift  of  God,  but  it 
comes  through  our  acceptance 
of  it  and  our  working  for  it. 
Eventually  the  kingdom  is  not 
only  within  us;  it  exists  beyond 
us.  It  can  exist  in  the  society  in 
which  we  live.  It  can  exist  in 
our  institutions  and  in  all  of 
our  relationships.  There,  also,  it 
comes  as  a  gift  of  God,  but  it 
must  come  through  the  instru- 
mentalities of  men. 

We  are  to  work,  therefore,  that 
the  kingdom  might  come  in  us 
and  beyond  us.  And  when  it 
comes,  it  will  have  come  as  God's 
supreme  gift  to  his  children. 

Understanding  these  things, 
we  should  be  able  to  pray  with 
more  ardor  and  expectancy, 
"Thy  kingdom  come." 


What  Makes  a  House 
a  Home? 

14.  Friends 

THOUGH    a    home    may   be 
very  self-contained  it  needs 
friends  to  round  out  the  full- 
ness of  its  joy. 

It  is  excellent  when  this 
friendship  circle  can  be  wide. 
Friendship  becomes  deeper  when 
members  of  other  races  and  of 
other  nationalities  can  sit  down 
together  as  friends  in  the  home. 
A  mixing  of  colors  adds  beauty 
to  the  home.  And  broadening  of 
cultural  backgrounds  adds  depth 
to  each  family  member.  That 
child  who  has  not  had  opportuni- 
ty to  play  with  members  of  other 
races  and  of  other  nationalities 
has  not  been  fully  equipped  to 
enter  the  kind  of  life  we  must 
now  lead. 

Blessed  is  that  home  which 
has  many  friends  and  friends 
from  all  walks  and  levels  of  life. 
What  makes  a  house  a  home? 
Friends! 


"I   Felt  Nothing" 

AN  AMERICAN  soldier  re- 
centty  shot  a  Russian  sol- 
dier who  had  ventured  into 
the  American  zone  of  Berlin, 
killing  him  instantly.  When  he 
was  asked  later  how  he  felt 
about  shooting  down  an  officer  of 
a  country  with  which  we  are  not 
at  war,  he  replied,  "I  was  busy 


with  shooting.  I  felt  nothing." 
This  simple  phrase  I  jelt  noth- 
ing probably  explains  how  it  is 
that  a  good  many  of  the  things 
which  happen  in  our  world  can 
happen. 

Take  war  as  an  example.  Some 
time  ago  a  few  boys  dropped  a 
bomb  over  Hiroshima,  and  200,- 
000  people  were  killed  or 
wounded.  In  those  moments, 
little  children  were  torn  from 
their  mother's  arms.  Sick  pa- 
tients in  hospitals  were  blown 
through  the  sides  of  their  rooms. 
Older  children  in  classrooms 
were  completely  consumed. 

The  boys  in  the  airplane  far 
overhead  looked  back  and  prob- 
ably "felt  nothing,"  or  if  they 
felt  anything,  it  was  elation  over 
a  mission  completed  successful- 

Had  one  of  those  young  men 
been  urged  to  crush  or  beat  to 
death  anyone  of  the  multitude  of 
children  which  he  did  kill,  he 
probably  could  not  have  done  it. 
But  since  this  was  in  mass,  and 
since  it  was  in  war  routine,  they 
could  come  back  to  do  it  again 
and  again  if  necessary  and  prob- 
ably say,  "I  felt  nothing." 

In  like  manner,  we  can  read 
of  the  behavior  of  juvenile  de- 
linquents; we  can  read  of  the 
sentencing  of  mere  children  to 
terms  in  prison;  we  can  read  of 
mothers  who  must  follow  dis- 
honorable professions  'in  order 
to  get  money  with  which  to  feed 
their  children.  When  we  read 
of  these  things  they  seem  far 
from  us.  Moreover  most  of  these 
crimes  are  committed  by  the 
kind  of  people  with  whom  we  do 
not  usually  associate.  We  read, 
but,  when  we  have  finished  read- 
ing, we  can  say,  "I  felt  nothing." 

And  yet,  as  members  of  the 
society  in  which  these  crimes  oc- 
cur, we  are  at  least  partially  re- 
sponsible for  their  occurrence. 
We  should  feel  something. 

We  read  also  of  the  suffering 
of  millions  of  dispossessed  in 
China,  in  Europe,  in  India  or  in 
Pakistan.  We  read  of  pestilence 
and  famine  which  sweeps  always 


in  the  wake  of  war.  We  read  of 
DP  families  housed  in  tiny  cu- 
bicles in  various  areas  of  the 
world.  And  as  we  read  of  them, 
we  lay  the  paper  down  and  pres- 
ently we  can  say,  "I  felt  noth- 
ing." 

But  God  doesn't  want  it  to  be 
that  way.    Jesus  came  into  the 

world  to  lift  up  the  individual. 
t 


He  told  us  that  God  cares  enough 
about  the  individual  that  even 
the  hairs  of  his  head  are  num- 
bered. God  does  not  want  us  to 
shoot  down  our  neighbors  and 
say,  "I  felt  nothing."  Neither 
does  he  want  us  to  leave  anyone 
in  hunger  or  suffering  or  delin- 
quency and  say,  "I  felt  nothing." 
God  so  loved  the  world. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Even  Americans  Get  Their 
Values  Mixed  Up  Sometimes 

WITH  flashy  spreads  our  bill- 
board, magazine  and  news- 
paper advertisers  tell  us  that 
if  we  smoke  the  right  brand  of  ciga- 
rettes we  can  have  steady  nerves, 
unflinching  courage,  good  complex- 
ions, nonirritated  throats  and  in 
general  be  all-round  good  fellows 
and  girls. 

They  are  spending  $50,000,000  a 
year  in  advertising  to  convince  us 
of  these  things  and  the  American 
people  have  fallen  for  it,  fallen  hard. 

We  spend  about  four  billions  of 
dollars  for  cigarettes  each  year  out 
of  pure  indulgence  or  to  achieve 
these  advertised  ends.  We  smoke  an 
average  of  about  2,000  cigarettes 
each  per  year.  With  them  we  foul 
up  railroad  coaches  and  make  blue 
the  after-dinner  atmosphere  of 
formal  occasions. 

Now  the  doctors  tells  us  that  "lung 
cancer,  a  rare  condition  fifty  years 
ago,  has  become  so  common  in  recent 
years  that  now  there  is  evidence  in- 
dicating that,  at  least  in  males,  it  is 
the  most  common  visceral  cancer." 

Seeking  a  cause  for  this  increase, 
the  doctors  noted  the  rapid  rise  in 
cigarette  smoking  during  the  past 
fifty  years.  They  saw  a  connection. 
They  said  that  in  400  cases  of  proved 
lung  cancer  it  has  been  very  rare  to 
encounter  a  case  in  which  the 
patient  has  not  been  an  excessive 
cigarette  smoker  for  years  or  who 
has  not  formerly  smoked  cigarettes 
excessively. 

They  said  further  that  when  a 
woman  had  lung  cancer  it  turned  out 
that  almost  invariably  she  had  been 
a  heavy  cigarette  smoker. 

These  things  are  worth  thinking 
about.  We  can  very  easily  get  our 
values  mixed  up. 

Oeveral    times    now    we    have    ex- 
ploded   some    experimental    atomic 


bombs.  Soon  we  will  explode  some 
more.  Each  time  they  become  more 
powerful;  the  first  ones  we  call 
model  T's.  We  proclaim  that  we 
have  perfected  bombs  now  so  that 
we  can  really  blow  things  to  pieces; 
they  are  the  ultimate  in  destructive 
force. 

Recently  Russia  set  off  a  few 
atomic  explosions  also.  For  a  while 
they  did  not  say  much  about  what 
they  were  doing  but  presently  in 
the  UN  Vishinski  explained  that  the 
atomic  explosions  were  moving 
mountains  and  redirecting  rivers  so 
that  thousands  of  square  miles  of 
unusable  land  could  become  pro- 
ductive and  inhabitable. 

Our  scientists  said  it  could  not  be 
true.  But  diagrams  and  maps  soon 
appeared  to  indicate  how  it  might 
be  true. 

Now  we  do  not  know  for  certain 
whether  the  Russian  claim  is  true 
or  not.   Very  probably  it  is  not. 

But  up  to  now  we  have  said,  "We 
have  atomic  power.  We  can  really 
smite  and  destroy  with  it."  Russia, 
on  the  other  hand,  says,  "We  have 
atomic  power  too.  We  are  reclaiming 
and  building  with  it." 

True  or  not,  they  are  a  long  jump 
ahead  of  us  in  publicity  and  propa- 
ganda. Their  psychology  reaches 
the  masses  of  the  world's  "little  peo- 
ple." Are  we  not  also  doing  some- 
thing constructive  with  atomic  pow- 
er that  we  could  advertise? 

American  publicists  get  mixed  up 
in  their  values  sometimes. 


iVmerica  is  a  great  nation.  Our 
power  for  doing  good  in  the  world  is 
almost  unlimited.  We  are  commis- 
sioned to  do  it. 

Would  it  not  be  smart  to  publicize 
the  "good"  more  and  the  "defense" 
less?  Cannot  our  publicity  be  posi- 
tive? 


JANUARY      14.      1950 


Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Through  Commitment  for  Service 
in  Needy  America 


Harold  E.  Kettering 

Pastor,   Stanardsville,   Virginia 


INASMUCH  as  ye  have  done 
it  (or  done  it  not)  unto  one 
of  the  least  of  these  my  breth- 
ren, ye  have  done  it  (or  done  it 
not)  unto  me."  Here  the  Master 
sets  forth  a  strong  challenge  for 
service  among  the  needy.  A 
commitment  of  life  and  posses- 
sions is  implied.  Severe  judg- 
ment follows  indifference  and 
neglect.  When  prayer  remains 
merely  inward  and  does  not  bear 
fruit  in  deeds  done  in  love  for 
the  dispossessed,  it  degenerates 
rapidly  toward  hypocrisy.  It 
does  not  necessarily  take  wealth 
to  make  persons  selfish  and  un- 
responsive to  human  need.  Can 
we  today  discharge  our  Chris- 
tian responsibility  and  obliga- 
tion to  the  needy  by  small  con- 
tributions to  organized  and  pri- 
vate charities? 

What  about  the  needy  in 
America?  Poverty,  prejudice, 
and  lack  of  medical,  educational 
and  religious  service  have  a 
blighting  effect  upon  personali- 
ties. A  definite  challenge  for 
service  presents  itself  in  Ameri- 
ca today  among  the  minority 
groups,  such  as  the  Negro  and 
the  American  Indian. 

One  of  the  historic  peace 
churches  is  taking  definite  steps 
to  build  a  church-operated  men- 
tal institution  to  care  for  mental 
patients.  Here,  too,  is  a  great 
field  of  service.  Work  among  the 
migrant  groups  affords  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  demon- 
strate the  application  of  the 
Christian  faith. 
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Consecrated  laymen,  teachers 
and  ministers  are  needed  in  mis- 
sion points  across  the  country. 
Christian  doctors,  nurses  and 
schoolteachers  are  sorely  needed 
in  retarded  areas  of  this  country 
as  well  as  on  foreign  fields.  The 
field  for  service  "among  the  low- 
ly" is  white  unto  the  harvest. 
"Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,  that  he  will  send 
forth  labourers  into  his  harvest." 

As  Jesus  drew  back  the  cur- 
tain of  opportunity  for  the  rich 
young  ruler,  the  sons  of  Abra- 
ham passed  by.  They  were  un- 
dernourished, shabbily  dressed 
burden-bearers.  The  young  man 
was  not  willing  to  be  freed  from 
the  slavery  of  ease  and  wealth, 
and  so  turned  away  without  ex- 
periencing the  true  purpose  of 
life,  companionship  with  Christ 
and  his  followers  through  serv- 
ice. 

It  is  not  what  we  have  gotten 
or  what  we  can  get  that  is  of 
importance  to  the  Master,  but 
what  we  can  share  of  ourselves. 
I  was  standing  by  the  side  of  a 
young  schoolteacher  who  made 
his  decision  to  teach  in  a  one- 
room  school  in  a  remote  moun- 
tain hollow.  The  salary  was  to 
be  meager  and  the  teaching 
equipment  outmoded,  if  avail- 
able. This  young  man  had  pre- 
viously been  offered  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  a  well  -  equipped 
school  with  an  excellent  salary. 
However,  he  felt  the  call  to 
serve  in  a  needy  area.  He  had 
a  school  debt  and  needed  more 
money  to  purchase  a  car.  A  few 
of  his  thoughts  while  he  made 


his  choice  are  worthy  of  note. 

He  was  aware  of  the  tempta- 
tion that  he  might  teach  pri- 
marily for  money  the  remainder 
of  his  teaching  career  if  he  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  better  school 
and  higher  salary.  As  he  looked 
at  the  lonely  schoolhouse  located 
in  the  hollow  and  knowing  that 
the  boys  and  girls  had  had  no 
teacher  the  previous  year  except 
for  a  short  period  during  the 
summer,  he  asked,  "Will  these 
children  have  a  teacher,  if  I 
teach  elsewhere?"  Being  in- 
formed that  the  possibility  was 
very  unlikely,  he  unhesitatingly 
replied,  "I'll  teach  here.  These 
children  need  a  school."  Admi- 
rable are  those  commitments 
which  are  made  on  the  basis  of 
need. 

There  are  many  rugged  fron- 
tiers for  pioneering  in  the  king- 
dom. There  are  young  men  and 
women  in  our  colleges  who  feel 
the  call  to  serve  in  needy  areas, 
but  the  opportunities  for  this 
kind  of  service  are  often  not 
presented  by  the  person  who 
knows  about  them.  It  occurs 
to  them  that  no  one  would  be 
interested  anyhow.  Let  us  not 
be  mistaken.  There  are  poten- 
tial Schweitzers  and  Oberlins 
eagerly  waiting  to  invest  their 
lives  in  the  larger  services  of  the 
kingdom.  How  can  they  respond 
except  as  they  are  brought  face 
to  face  with  the  opportunities. 

Marginal  areas  populated  by 
the  poor  and  oppressed  classes 
with  a  high  birth  rate  have  be- 
come the  seedbed  of  our  civiliza- 
tion.   Aside  from  our  Christian 


Fritz  Henle 

Consecrated  workers  are  needed  in  the  byways  of  our  land  to  serve 
families  like  the  one  pictured  here 


responsibility  we  need  to  give 
serious  thought  to  and  make  def- 
inite plans  for  the  forgotten  peo- 
ple within  our  gates,  for  only  so 
can  we  prevent  the  infiltration 
and  spread  of  communism  within 
our  country. 

Severe  moments  of  discour- 
agement and  loneliness  may 
come  to  those  who  launch  out  to 
serve  beyond  the  well  -  beaten 
path  when  plans  fail  and  prog- 
ress is  slow.  This  is  God's  danger 
signal  to  us.  We  have  reached 
the  end  of  our  own  resources. 
Divine  resources  are  needed.  Self 
has  come  to  the  foreground  and 
our  vision  of  the  Christ  is  gradu- 
ally fading.  At  such  times  major 
decisions  must  be  postponed.  If 
we  continue  in  the  Master's  love 
the  stars  will  shine  again.  An 
adequate  faith  and  philosophy  of 
life  is  essential  to  keep  emotion- 
ally sensitive  to  human  misery 
and  maintain  a  haunting  vision 
of  the  abundant  life  for  the  dis- 
possessed. 


Consciously  doing  the  will  of 
God  releases  additional  power 
and  increases  one's  capacity  for 
service.  Servants,  consecrated 
workers  are  needed  in  the  by- 
ways of  this  fair  land  of  ours — 
dreamers  who  will  dream  of 
things  as  they  ought  to  be  and 
with  a  living  faith  set  out  to  ful- 
fill those  dreams. 

A  prayer  by  Bishop  Westcott 
reveals  that  deepening  the  spir- 
itual life  is  a  two-pronged  activ- 
ity— it  receives  power  from  God; 
it  transforms  it  into  helpfulness. 

Blessed  Lord,  who  for  our 
sakes  wast  content  to  bear  sor- 
row and  want  and  death,  grant 
unto  us  such  a  measure  of  thy 
Spirit  that  we  may  follow  thee 
in  all  self-denial  and  tenderness 
of  soul.  Help  us  by  thy  great 
love,  to  succor  the  afflicted,  to 
relieve  the  needy  and  destitute, 
to  comfort  the  sorrowful,  to 
share  the  burdens  of  the  heavy- 
laden,  and  ever  to  see  thee  in 
all  that  are  poor  and  desolate. 


Our  Present  Difficulty 

Merlin  E.  Garber 

Pastor,   Roanoke.   Virginia 

A  QUESTION  often  asked  by 
earnest  Christians  is  this: 
"Should  I  give  my  tithe  in- 
to my  church  or  should  I  distrib- 
ute it  around  among  worth-while 
community  enterprises?"  The 
very  nature  of  the  question  sug- 
gests at  least  two  things:  First, 
there  is  a  departure  from  Bib- 
lical giving;  and  second,  here  is 
a  clue  to  our  present  difficulty. 

A  study  of  the  Scripture  it 
seems  to  me  indicates  that  tith- 
ing should  be  done  through  the 
medium  of  the  church.  Mai.  3: 
10  says  that  we  are  to  bring  all 
the  tithe  into  the  storehouse.  The 
church  is  the  storehouse.  It  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  church 
to  receive  the  tithe  and  to  admin- 
ister the  tithe  for  Christ.  The 
great  needs  of  relief  and  reha- 
bilitation, peace,  missions,  Chris- 
tian education  and  evangelism 
are  to  be  met  by  the  church  from 
the  tithe.  If  the  individual  Chris- 
tian fails  to  bring  the  tithe  into 
the  storehouse  to  be  adminis- 
tered, then  it  seems  to  me  his 
giving  is  unscriptural. 

Our  present  lack  in  supporting 
the  Brotherhood  Fund  grows  out 
of  our  failure  to  abide  by  these 
principles.  Many  congregations 
have  not  been  faithful  in  admin- 
istering the  tithe.  Finance  boards 
have  kept  the  whole  tithe,  or 
more  than  they  should  for  local 
and  current  expenses.  Every 
church  budget  should  be  exam- 
ined to  see  whether  a  legitimate 
share  is  for  Brotherhood  use. 

Then  it  seems  to  me  the  indi- 
vidual tither  has  not  been  faith- 
ful in  presenting  the  tithe  to 
the  church.  Recently  in  a  talk 
with  some  twenty  Christians  who 
tithed,  only  two  gave  the  full 
tithe  to  the  church.  The  rest  dis- 
posed of  the  tithe  on  impulse  and 
by  indirect  methods.  Some  were 
sending  goodly  sums  of  money  to 
Europe    to    individual    families. 
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MANY  folks  have  comment- 
ed about  the  drudgery  and 
hardships  of  having  a 
home.  This  has  caused  me  to 
spend  much  time  in  thinking 
about  this  problem.  I  do  know 
that  a  home  can  be  fun. 

As  children  in  our  homes,  we 
can  help  to  make  our  homes  fun 
by  being  helpful,  thoughtful, 
courteous;  in  fact,  by  being  a 
Christian.  I  can  hear  someone 
say,  "Oh,  but  you  don't  know  my 
father  or  my  mother  or  my 
brother  or  my  sister  or  the  kids 
next  door."  Maybe  so,  but  Jesus 
said  that  we  should  have  a  for- 
giving spirit.  I  know  it  will  not 
help  me  or  the  other  fellow  if 
1    am    rude,    discourteous    and 


The  family  plays  together 


Ewing  Galloway 


lazy.  The  virtues  that  we'd  like 
to  see  in  our  future  homes  can 
best  be  attained  by  practicing 
them  in  our  present  situations. 

Sometime  during  high  school 
or  soon  afterward,  many  of  us 
begin  to  think  about  preparing 
for  our  lifework.  The  prepara- 
tion will  vary  with  the  work 
that  we  aim  to  do.  Two  days  be- 
fore I  left  to  go  to  college,  a 
Sunday-school  chum  of  mine 
said  to  me  at  our  council  meet- 
ing, "You  can't  have  any  fun  in 
college  unless  you  have  plenty 
of  money  and  a  car."  Well,  the 
next  four  years  of  college  life 
were  far  from  dull  for  me.  I  did 
not  have  much  money  but  I  had 
fun.  I  worked  for  thirty  to  thir- 


ty-five hours  per  week  in  addi- 
tion to  studying,  attending  class- 
es and  carrying  on  intramural 
activities  and  church  work.  Dur- 
ing summer  vacations  I  labored 
in  the  harvest  fields  from  early 
morning  until  late  at  night.  All 
this  I  did  so  that  I  might  pre- 
pare for  my  lifework. 

This  winter  at  a  farmers'  in- 
stitute a  group  of  farmers  were 
asked  how  much  money  a  young 
man  would  need  to  set  up  farm- 
ing so  that  he  could  rent  a  farm 
on  the  halves.  The  estimates 
varied  from  $3,000  to  $10,000  for 
stock  and  machinery.  Not  many 
of  the  youth  in  our  church  will 
be  able  for  several  years  to  save 
$10,000  to  get  started  in  farming. 


They  had  not  checked  as  to  the 
relative  needs  of  these  particular 
families,  nor  had  they  examined 
to  see  whether  other  agencies 
were  duplicating  their  efforts. 
Above  all,  there  was  no  specific 
Christian  testimony  being  given 
for  the  Lord.  Such  tithing  at- 
tempts, it  seems  to  me,  are  al- 
most futile  in  the  light  of  pres- 
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ent  very  challenging  conditions. 

If  we  can  correct  these,  our 
weaknesses  now,  we  can  meet 
the  Brotherhood  Fund.  If  the 
tithing  Christians  would  prac- 
tice storehouse  tithing,  and  if  lo- 
cal churches  would  have  world 
vision,  we  would  meet  our  obli- 
gations without  difficulty. 

My  visit  to  Europe  convinced 
me  that  needs  there  are  demand- 
ing.   Sacrificial  offerings  beyond 


our  tithe  are  required  to  meet 
the  larger  ministry  of  our  church 
to  a  broken,  sin-sick,  and  war- 
weary  world. 

The  Brotherhood  Fund  does 
not  even  represent  an  adequate 
witness  in  the  light  of  our  pres- 
ent resources  and  world  needs. 
To  withhold  our  dollars  which 
can  be  translated  into  redeemed 
minds,  bodies  and  souls  is  to  fail 
Christ. 


But  yet  I  hope  several  can  be 
farmers.  Maybe  some  of  them 
can  take  a  bit  more  time  and 
raise  some  of  their  stock.  Maybe 
they  can  farm  on  the  thirds  for 
a  while  so  that  the  man  who  al- 
ready has  the  machinery  can 
furnish  it.  Yes,  there  will  be 
ways  to  get  started,  if  our  young 
men  have  patience  and  the  in- 
centive to  work  hard.  Getting 
started  in  business  can  be  fun. 

And  then  courtship  can  be  fun. 
One  wants  to  beware  of  court- 
ing companions  who  must  spend 
a  great  deal  for  eats  and  enter- 
tainment. Christian  homes,  the 
church  and  often  your  communi- 
ty provide  good  programs  and 
wholesome  living.  Homemade 
games  and  homemade  eats,  plus 
a  few  friends,  can  make  a  very 


happy  life  is  to  add  your  person- 
ality to  what  you  do.  Many  of  us 
are  in  a  rut  of  buying  ready- 
made  things  so  that  all  we  have 
to  do  is  to  eat  them,  wear  them 
or  just  write  in  the  place  and 
time.  Life  can  be  much  more 
happy  if  you  will  add  your  own 
personality  to  things  you  do. 
Weddings  are  a  good  place  to  put 
this  idea  to  practice.  A  few 
years  ago  a  fine  young  couple 
came  to  our  home  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  their  wedding. 
"We  can't  have  a  church  wed- 
ding for  we  do  not  have  enough 
money,"  said  they.  I  suggested 
that  they  did  not  need  to  spend 
any  more  money  for  a  church 
wedding  than  for  a  home  wed- 
ding. This  surprised  them,  for 
they  had  not  seen  that  that  was 


The  family  worships  together 


enjoyable  evening.  You  can  read 
books  together.  You  can  go 
places  together.  I  once  knew  a 
couple  who  did  much  of  their 
courting  by  rendering  a  service 
to  someone.  They  attended 
young  people's  meetings,  class 
meetings,  church  and  family 
gatherings  or  called  on  a  neigh-; 
bor.  Today  they  are  missionaries 
for  our  church.  Courting  can  be 
fun  and  still  be  free  from  world- 
ly entanglements. 

Weddings   can   be   joyous   oc- 
casions.  One  of  the  secrets  of  a 


true.  They  so  liked  the  idea  of 
being  married  in  the  church  in 
which  they  worshiped  that  they 
set  out  to  have  an  inexpensive 
wedding  there.  Mother  and 
grandmother  brought  ferns  from 
their  homes  as  decorations.  The 
families  and  close  relatives  gath- 
ered at  the  church.  There  was  no 
music  but  at  the  designated  hour 
the  couple  came  in  the  door  and 
walked  together  down  the  aisle 
to  the  altar.  They  were  married 
in  a  simple  ceremony.  Another 
Brethren   couple   had    a   simple 


but  plain  ceremony.  The  neigh- 
bors had  gladly  given  flowers 
from  their  gardens  as  decora- 
tions for  the  altar.  A  little  crepe 
paper  and  a  few  candles  made 
up  the  rest  of  the  decorations. 
Nearly  200  guests  and  relatives 
from  far  and  near  crowded  into 
the  church  to  see  this  couple 
start  a  new  home.  Yes,  weddings 
can  be  joyous. 

But  your  joy  is  not  ended  at 
the  wedding.  Setting  up  house- 
keeping, your  work  and  your 
new  life  are  fun,  too.  Finances 
may  be  limited  so  that  you  need 
to  make  some  of  your  household 
furnishings.  It  should  be  a  happy 
experience  to  set  up  a  plan  and 
keep  within  your  means.  There 
will  be  floods  and  storms  in  life: 
unexpected  sickness,  misfortune,, 
business  reverses  and  the  like. 
This  will  tend  to  upset  your  gen- 
eral plan.  But  it  will  be  fun  to 
use  your  Christianity  in  helping 
to  solve  these  problems. 

It  will  be  a  joy  to  start  your 
religious  life  together  in  your 
new  home  and  in  the  church. 
One  night  a  few  years  ago,  a 
friend  shared  with  me  an  ex- 
perience that  had  added  to  the 
happiness  of  their  Christian 
home.  They  had  a  family  and 
they  had  been  working  in  and 
giving  regularly  to  their  church. 
But  both  of  them  sensed  that 
they  were  not  as  happy  as  they 
thought  they  could  be.  One  day 
they  decided  that  the  first  thing 
to  come  from  their  pay  check 
was  a  tenth  to  be  used  only  for 
the  program  of  the  church.  This 
brought  a  joy  that  they  had  nev- 
er experienced  before.  Today, 
they  are  missionaries,  too,  in 
their  field. 

Family  devotions,  attending 
church  and  taking  an  active  part 
in  its  program  with  our  family 
can  be  joyous.  In  fact,  the  whole 
of  family  living  can  be  fun.  This 
is  especially  true  when  God  is 
truly  the  unseen  partner  in  all  of 
our  family  life. 

God  bless  our  homes. 
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Judaism  and  Christianity 


VOLTAIRE  called  this  "the 
supreme  paradox  of  his- 
tory"—  though  Jesus  was 
born  a  Jew,  lived  as  a  Jew  and 
died  a  Jew,  his  followers  are  not. 
At  this  season  of  the  year  it 
might  be  well  to  point  out  the 
inter  -  relatedness  and  interin- 
debtedness  of  Christianity  and 
Judaism. 

What  Christianity  owes  to  Juda- 
ism 

1.  As  Judaism  is  the  mother 
of  religion,  and  both  Christian- 
ity and  Mohammedanism  are 
daughter  religions,  Christianity 
owes  Judaism  filial  respect. 

2.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  a  classic  literature 
revealing  a  historic  experience 
fraught  with  ethical  significance. 
The  New  Testament  was  written 
by  Jews,  and  the  origin  of  prac- 
ically  every  word  can  be  traced 
to  either  the  Old  Testament  or 
the  Talmud. 

3.  The  central  figure  in  Chris- 
tianity is  a  Jew.  Christianity  is 
a  combination  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus  and  the  religion  about  Je- 
sus. 

4.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  most  of  its  ritual. 
The  hymns  of  the  church  were 
based  upon  Jewish  Psalms.  The 
ethical  admonition  and  respon- 
sive readings  were  taken  largely 
from  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes  and 
Job. 

5.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  its  passion  for  social 
justice  and  social  salvation.  The 
early  Christian  church  empha- 
sized individual  salvation. 

6.  Christianity '  is  indebted  to 
the  literature. of  Judaism  for  the 
parables  of  Jesus,  a  most  ef- 
fective pedagogical  technique. 

7.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  its  God  concept — 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  in  and 
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through    and    because    of    the 
brotherhood  of  man. 

8.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  its  concept  of  res- 
urrection, which  in  modern 
times  has  evolved  largely  to 
a  faith  in  immortality. 

9.  Christianity  is  indebted  to 
Judaism  for  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, the  basis  of  all  civiliza- 
tion, the  Magna  Charta  of  hu- 
manity— also  for  the  doctrine 
that  the  moral  law  is  as  inevi- 
table as  the  law  of  gravity.  The 
Ten  Commandments  are  not  vi- 
olated; they  are  illustrated.  If 
you  break  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, the  Ten  Commandments 
will  break  you. 

But   the   mother   religion   is   also 
indebted  to  the  daughter 

1.  Judaism  owes  Christianity 
gratitude  for  its  missionary 
work,  having  brought  the  pagan 
world  ninety  per  cent  to  the 
Jewish  way  of  life. 

2.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  broadcasting 
and  disseminating  the  teachings 
of  the  Hebrew  Bible,  which  has 
been  a  best  seller  for  500  years. 

3.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  disseminating 
the  teachings  of  the  Talmud,  in 
that  so  much  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  taken  directly  from  Tal- 
mudic  literature  otherwise  in- 
accessible to  the  multitudes. 

4.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  universalizing 
the  idea  of  God  as  a  God  of 
love,  which  was  first  given  to 
the  world  by  the  prophet  Mo- 
ses 740  years  before  Jesus. 

5.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  making  more 
widely  known  the  doctrine  of 
redemptive  love  as  found  in 
Jewish  teachings  and  as  exem- 


plified in  the  work  of  the  Sal- 
vation Army. 

6.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  its  simplifica- 
tion, and,  therefore,  the  more 
extensive  education  of  human- 
ity, in  the  fundamentals  of  re- 
ligion. 

7.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  its  counsel  of 
perfection,  not  perfectionism, 
but  a  methodology  of  human  im- 
provement. 

8.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  broadcasting  to 
all  of  mankind  the  idea  of  the 
immortality  of  the  soul. 

9.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  its  appeal  to  the 
ignorant,  the  downcast,  the  de- 
classe and  the  sinner,  holding 
before  all  men  the  idea  that  man 
is  his  brother's  keeper. 

10.  Judaism  is  indebted  to 
Christianity  for  its  world-wide 
emphasis  of  Hillel's  Golden  Rule 
as  the  focal  point  in  Judaeo- 
Christian  ethics. 

"With  each  so  deeply  indebt- 
ed to  the  other,  it  behooves  nei- 
ther to  fall  below  its  God-given 
opportunity.  No  man's  creed  is 
wrong  whose  deed  is  right. 
Righteousness  is  nonsectarian. 
The  arbitrary,  artificial,  man- 
made  distinctions  between  man 
and  man  cannot  and  dare  not  be 
allowed  to  obliterate  the  God- 
made  resemblances.  "Have  we 
not  all  one  Father?" 

From  James  O.  Supple's  column,  Chicago 
Sun-Times.  Used  by  permission 


"I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  .  .  . 

"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me.  Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or 
any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is 
in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the 
earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the 
water  under  the  earth"  (Ex.  20: 
2-4). 


Knee-deep  in  Snow 

Knee-deep  in  snow,  the  quiet  fir  trees  stand. 
Their  heavy  branches  bent  beneath  God's  hand; 
For  He  it  is  who  fits  each  snow-flake  there. 
Enough  for  loveliness,  enough  to  bear. 

And  passing  by,  I  wonder  if  they  know 
How  beautiful  they  are,  knee-deep  in  snow; 
Or  do  they  fret  within  and  sigh  for  spring 
And  long  to  feel  the  brush  of  blue-bird's  wing? 

Knee-deep  in  snow,  sometimes  we  too  must  stand 
And  bear  the  gentle  weight  of  God's  kind  hand. 
Oh,  help  us  Lord,  to  chafe  not,  but  to  grow 
In  stature,  as  we  stand  knee-deep  in  snow! 

— Selected 


The  Christian   Experience 


THE  church  today  lacks  a 
real  understanding  of  the 
place  of  the  Christian  ex- 
perience in  determining  our  be- 
lief and  action.  The  Christian 
experience  can  lead  to  dynamic 
Christian  living;  it  can  lead  to 
a  peaceful  world  and  to,*  the 
kingdom  of  God.  ■ 

Only  when  the  things  we  see 
are  brought  into  harmony  with 
the  things  we  cannot  see  will 
the  Christian  experience  be  fully 
understood.  This  involves  a  bal- 
ance or  harmony  between  body 
and  spirit,  between  faith  and 
knowledge,  between  the  things 
of  this  world  and  the  things  of 
the  other  world.  At  first  thought 
this  appears  to  be  a  simple  task, 
but  when  we  think  again,  we  be- 
come aware  of  our  tendency  to 
overemphasize  the  body  and  to 
deny  the  spirit. 

The  balance  between  body  and 
spirit  is  an  important  thing.  The 
body  is  ever  present,  hence  the 
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need  for  emphasis  on  the  spir- 
itual life.  Since  the  body  must 
be  cared  for  physically,  the 
Christian  becomes  involved  in 
economic  systems  in  order  to 
feed  and  clothe  himself.  These 
systems  as  they  operate  in  our 
world  are  corrupt  and  can  ulti- 
mately lead  to  the  destruction  of 
Christian  personality  and  moral- 
ity. 

The  person  who  is  given  total- 
ly to  the  things  of  the  body  is 
driven  to  thinking  in  terms  of 
the  temporary  value  of  goodness. 
Ultimately  he  may  become  cal- 
loused to  the  point  of  being  un- 
able to  distinguish  between  good 
and  evil. 

This  makes  it  necessary  to  in- 
troduce along  with  the  body  a 


vital  concept  of  the  spirit.  The 
spirit  is  the  quality  most  fre- 
quently left  out  of  the  balance. 
Spiritual  values  are  completely 
divorced  from  temporary  con- 
siderations and  the  utility  of  the 
moment.  Therefore,  the  spirit  is 
able  to  consider  absolute  stand- 
ards of  good  and  evil.  Here  we 
are  compelled  to  do  good  regard- 
less of  the  consequences  to  our 
bodies.  Jesus  had  a  deep  under- 
standing of  the  spiritual  values 
and  a  harmony  between  body 
and  spirit.  This  harmony  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  suffer  per- 
secution and  death  on  a  cross 
and  to  exhort  his  followers  to 
suffer  persecution  for  righteous- 
ness' sake. 

Nothing  is  more  difficult  to  un- 
derstand, for  instance,  than  to 
love  your  enemies.  Yet  Jesus 
would  have  us  remember  the 
spirit;  by  him  we  are  called  to 
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love  our  enemies  and  to  suffer 
persecution  and  death  for  good- 
ness' sake.  This  can  be  accom- 
plished only  within  the  area  of 
spirit  in  which  we  are  governed 
by  faith  alone. 

However,  to  press  the  things 
of  the  spirit  only  is  almost  as 
grievous  an  error  as  to  live  to- 
tally on  the  plane  of  the  body. 
Carried  to  the  extreme  we  can 
deny  the  body,  look  upon  it  as 
evil,  and  seek  removal  from  the 
body  and  the  things  of  this 
world.  To  the  Christian,  this  is 
impossible.  The  thing  we  seek 
is  to  find  the  appropriate  bal- 
ance between  body  and  spirit, 
between  faith  and  intelligence. 
Within  the  harmony  of  these  op- 
posite positions  lies  the  true  area 
of  the  Christian  experience. 

We  must  have  the  eternal  and 
absolute  laws  of  goodness  which 
the  spirit  demands.  We  must 
care  for  the  physical  needs  of 
our  bodies;  yet  we  cannot  suc- 
cumb only  to  their  demands.  We 
must  do  good  regardless  of  the 
consequences  to  the  body.  We 
must  supplement  our  faith  with 
knowledge.  In  short,  we  must 
find  a  balance  between  body  and 
spirit,  faith  and  knowledge,  this 
world  and  the  other  world. 

With  this  general  considera- 
tion of  the  Christian  experience 
in  our  thinking,  we  can  move  to 
a  more  specific  understanding  of 
the  Christian  life  and  expres- 
sion. 

Our  thinking  in  terms  of  the 
spirit  leads  us  to  a  belief  in  God 
as  the  author  of  life  and  spirit. 
To  give  thanks  to  God  for  this 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
kingdom  that  is  within  us,  we 
must  worship  God. 

In  the  area  of  worship  we 
praise  and  adore  God  in  thank- 
fulness for  his  rich  gifts.  This  is 
a  vital  part  of  the  Christian  ex- 
perience. Here  we  meet  to  wor- 
ship, to  make  a  joyful  noise  unto 
God,  to  sing  hymns  and  psalms, 
to  read  from  God's  Word,  to  of- 
fer prayers,  to  speak  of  the  won- 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Fellowship  in  the  Early  Church 

Acts  2:  42—5:  42 


A    loving    fellowship 

After  the  Holy  Spirit  had  taken 
possession  of  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  the  upper  room,  they 
quickly  began  to  tell  their  story. 
At  the  center  of  their  message  was 
their  faith  in  the  resurrection  and 
in  the  continuing  existence  and 
nearness  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Their  love  for  Christ  drove  them 
at  once  into  the  multitudes.  Love 
for  Christ  automatically  manifested 
itself  in  love  and  redemptive  efforts 
for  their  fellow  men.  Three  thou- 
sand were  taken  into  this  fellowship 
on  that  first  day. 

These  new  recruits,  likewise,  were 
bound  first  of  all  in  loving  fellow- 
ship to  the  resurrected  Christ. 
Secondly,  and  inevitably,  they  were 
bound  also  in  loving  fellowship  to 
each  other.  Accordingly,  they  began 
to  worship  together,  pray  together 
and  to  eat  together.  To  cause  them 
to  love  God  and  to  love  their  fellow 
men  was  a  part  of  the  work  of  the 
same  Holy  Spirit. 

A   daring   fellowship 

This  fellowship  which  manifested 
itself  in  common  prayer  and  the 
breaking  of  bread  together  had  in  it 
also  an  element  of  risk.    Only  two 


months  before,  the  same  leaders  who 
were  now  proclaiming  the  message 
with  such  fearlessness  had  been 
frightened,  fleeing  people.  But  now 
they  were  no  longer  afraid.  Those 
who  had  put  their  leader  to  death 
must  have  looked  with  amazement 
upon  the  courage  of  this  group. 

If  Christians  in  this  day  had  to 
risk  more,  they  might  have  both  a 
greater  fellowship  and  deeper  spirit- 
ual experiences. 

A  sharing  fellowship 

Naturally,  since  they  loved  each 
other,  they  shared.  There  were  some 
among  them  who  had  large  houses 
and  these  they  opened  to  those  who 
had  no  houses.  There  were  some 
who  never  needed  to  be  hungry. 
They  shared  gladly  from  their  store 
with  those  who  were  always  hungry. 
Into  this  fellowship  came  people  of 
all  nations,  races  and  languages,  but 
when  they  got  in  the  fellowship,  they 
were  brothers. 

If  this  spirit  of  Christianity  had 
continued  through  the  years,  the 
world  might  be  a  very  different 
place.  We  can  be  thankful  that 
through  extensive  Christian  service 
this  spirit  of  sharing  has,  at  least  in 
part,  come  back  to  the  church. 
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ders  of  his  gifts  and  to  offer  the 
creations  of  our  hands  to  him. 
For  such  worship  we  must  build 
church  houses  of  beauty,  we 
must  write  hymns  and  great  mu- 
sic, we  must  build  organs,  we 
must  develop  voices  and  choirs, 
we  must  create  beautiful 
stained-glass  windows  and  paint- 
ings. The  best  our  hands  can 
produce  we  dedicate  to  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  No  Christian  ex- 
perience is  complete  without 
worship. 

The  second  area  of  the  Chris- 
tian experience  is  spiritual 
growth  and  development.  Here 
we  are  concerned  with  the  in- 
dividual, the  problems  he  faces, 
the  trials  he  stands,  and  the  bal- 
ance he  seeks  between  body  and 
spirit.  At  this  point  our  Sunday 
worship  services  are  inadequate 
and  we  are  forced  to  employ  the 


small  group;  we  shift  responsi- 
bility from  the  pastor  onto  the 
layman  and  his  fellowship  group. 

This  group  seeks  to  discover  a 
desirable  balance  between  body 
and  spirit,  faith  and  knowledge, 
in  the  problems  that  life  pre- 
sents. This  group  must  consider 
the  labors  of  the  individual  and 
his  struggle  for  his  physical 
needs,  and  it  must  prepare  him 
to  discover  the  balanced  life 
through  prayer,  study  of  the  Bi- 
ble, discussion,  thinking  and  pas- 
toral counseling.  This  is  the  area 
in  which  the  Brethren  must 
move  forward.  We  must  learn 
how  to  bring  all  the  experiences 
of  life  into  harmony  with  a 
Christian  balance  between  body 
and  spirit. 

In  order  to  get  outside  and 
away  from  ourselves  and  over- 
come the  temptation  of  selfish- 


•ness,  We  must  direct  our  atten- 
tion to  the  welfare  and  growth 
of  those  about  us.  This  third 
area  of  the  Christian  experience 
we  call  service. 

In  the  area  of  service  we  are 
committed  to  a  simple  life  of 
doing  good.  When  an  opportun- 
ity presents  itself,  we  strive  at 
once  to  do  good.  We  are  not 
concerned  with  material  rewards 
for  the  deed;  we  have  no  other 
consideration  than  whether  it  is 
good  or  right.  In  this  area  we 
must  consider  the  evils  of  racial 
prejudice.  We  must  right  the 
wrongs  here  regardless  of  the 
consequences  to  "my"  purse  or 
"my"  body.  We  must  consider 
the  evils  of  war.  We  must  cease 
to  kill  and  maim  personality  re- 
gardless of  the  consequences  to 
"my"  nation  or  "my"  body. 


Some  tasks  require  more  than 
we  as  individuals  can  give  in 
life  and  money  and  so  we  join 
together  with  others  to  sponsor 
"group  action"  in  the  areas  of 
home  missions,  missions  and  re- 
lief and  rehabilitation. 

The  spirit  causes  us  to  wor- 
ship, to  strive  to  grow,  and  to 
serve  by  doing  good,  and  thus 
we  come  to  the  unity  of  the 
Christian  experience.  We  are 
motivated  by  God,  so  we  wor- 
ship and  adore  him.  We  seek 
the  continuance  of  his  gifts;  we 
strive  to  grow  spiritually.  We 
desire  to  do  goodness  in  a  self- 
less manner.  God  answers  the 
prayer  of  our  lips  and  of  our 
lives  by  continuing  his  presence 
with  us,  by  continuing  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  we  have 
found  the  Christian  experience. 


That  They  All  May  Be  One 


Clement  Bontrager 

Pastor,  Kent,   Washington 


Part  III 


What  about  us? 

One  is  made  to  wonder  wheth- 
er the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  within  herself  the  stuff  to 
pioneer  in  the  ecumenical  move- 
ment. Coming  out  of  an  ecu- 
menical pietism  she  ought  to  be 
somewhat  fitted  for  the  new  role 
which  may  be  thrust  upon  her. 
But  are  we  able  for  such  a  task? 
We  have  some  things  definitely 
in  our  favor  when  it  comes  to 
leading  out  in  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

For  one  thing,  we  have  the 
name  Brethren.  What  a  name!  It 
is  a  New  Testament  name.  When 
will  we  put  meaning  into  that 
word?  Moreover,  we  have 
washed  feet  and  eaten  the  Lord's 
Supper  for  many  years.  These 
two  rites  speak  eloquently  about 
the  ecumenical  church.  In  wash- 
ing feet  we  have  professed  hu- 
mility.   We  have   said  that  we 


were  servants  of  all.  In  the  sup- 
per we  have  proclaimed  our  es- 
sential oneness  with  all  men.  We 
have  eaten  the  covenant  meal  to- 
gether which  binds  man  to  man. 
In  common  with  other  Christian 
Communions  we  have  partaken 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  our 
Lord  in  the  symbols  of  bread 
and  wine.  This  is  perhaps  the 
greatest  of  all  ecumenical  rites. 
For,  as  Paul  said,  "is  Christ  di- 
vided?" (1  Cor.  1:13). 

Should  not  our  emphasis  on 
simplicity  give  us  right  and  rea- 
son to  be  among  the  leaders  in 
the  ecumenical  movement? 
Should  not  our  emphasis  on 
peace  among  the  nations  lead 
us  to  suppose  that  we  ought  first 
to  work  for  peace  among  the 
churches?  For  if  we  cannot  take 
leadership  in  this  movement  as 
churchmen,  how  can  we  hope  to 
speak  to  a  world  prone  to  war? 


Just  what  will  it  mean  for  us 
Brethren  to  be  an  active  part  in 
the  movement  that  leads  to  a 
united  church? 

If  we  are  truly  interested  in 
the  ecumenical  church,  we  must 
receive  all  of  God's  people;  we 
ought  to  make  adjustments  to 
meet  the  needs  of  those  who 
come  to  be  with  us  from  other 
than  Brethren  backgrounds.  This 
will  sometimes  mean  the  use  of 
forms,  ceremonies  and  practices 
which  have  come  to  mean  so 
much  to  other  groups  of  Chris- 
tian people.  Sometimes  the 
Quaker  silence  should  be  used. 
These  and  other  things  could 
well  be  used  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  advancement  of  the 
church. 

Moreover,  we  should  not  will- 
fully infringe  on  territory  and 
work  already  adequately  cared 
for.  It  will  mean  a  heroic  will- 
ingness to  pioneer  in  the  areas 
of  co-operation  and  united  action 
such  as  we  have  scarcely 
dreamed  of  yet.  For  the  united 
church  will  not  come  until  men 
begin  to  reach  for  it  in  the  name 
of  Christ. 

Something  brand  new  is  re- 
quired in  this  matter  of  church 
and  the  form  the  church  is  to 
take.  And  a  brand  new  attempt 
must  be  made  at  unifying  the  be- 
lievers in  Christ  everywhere.  St. 
Paul  dealt  with  this  problem,  al- 
though in  another  setting,  in  his 
day.  Then  it  was  the  Jew-Gen- 
tile problem.  He  gave  his  thought 
so  well,  and  it  is  so  basic  that  it 
has  become  the  classic  in  uniting 
divergent  groups.  In  Eph.  2:11- 
22:  ".  .  .  to  make  of  twain  one 
new  man,  so  making  peace; 
that  he  might  reconcile  both  unto 
God  in  one  body"  (See  verses  15, 
16.)  This  is  exactly  what  must 
take  place  when  opposites,  or 
divergents,  unite.  It  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  each  retaining  his 
own  identity  but  of  each  becom- 
ing a  part  of  a  new  creation.  So 
in  marriage,  "and  they  twain 
shall  be  one  flesh." 
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How  is  all  this  to  come  about? 
Will  man  have  any  part  in  the 
process?  Man  usually  has  the 
opportunity  to  work  along  with 
God  in  the  shaping  of  means  and 
ends.  Shall  this  united  church 
come  largely  by  man's  efforts  or 
more  largely  by  the  power  of 
God?  Shall  it  be  a  matter  of 
evolution  or  revolution?  Shall 
it  be  the  ordinary  and  common 
laws  of  growth  and  development, 
or  shall  it  be  the  law  of  the 
miraculous,  the  law  of  the  apoca- 
lyptic? This  is  an  age-old  ques- 
tion and  we  cannot  answer  it 
fully  here. 

Perhaps  both  are  required.  We 
must  work,  and  work  harder 
than  we  ever  have  worked  yet 
for  that  new  united  church;  but 
we  cannot  expect  to  get  the  work 
done  by  ourselves  alone.  The 
Spirit  must  work.  The  new 
church  must  come  from  within. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  a  longer  time 
than  we  now  think  before  we 
will  be  able  to  say,  "Lo,  here!  or 
Lo,  there!"  Perhaps  some  of  us 
will  never  be  able  to  put  our 
finger  just  on  the  spot  and  say, 
"Here  it  is."  If  we  are  in  Christ, 
however,  we  will  not  despair, 
"for,  behold,  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you"  (Luke  17:20-37). 
Ever  working  on  toward  the  goal, 
with  the  sure  knowledge  that 
the  seed  of  all  that  the  ecumeni- 
cal church  can  ever  mean  is  al- 
ready within  us,  we  will  live  as 
though  it  had  already  arrived. 

And  for  men  of  faith  it  has  ar- 
rived. But  for  its  fullness  the 
apocalyptic  is  also  required.  God 
will  work  and  make  "even  the 
wrath  of  man  to  praise  him." 
The  ecumenical  church  is  com- 
ing. Already  the  "shape  of  things 
to  come"  seems  to  be  imposing  it- 
self upon  things  as  they  are. 
Something  very  real  is  in  the  off- 
ing. May  God  give  us  wisdom 
to  be  willing  co-operators  in  the 
shaping  of  the  body  of  Christ, 
which  is  the  church  united. 

"All  mine  are  thine,  and  thine 
are  mine"    (John  17:10  R.S.V.). 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Preacher, 

I  am  nine  years  old  and  a  girl.  I 
go  to  Sunday  school  with  my  par- 
ents. I  have  a  nice  teacher.  We  talk 
about  God.  What  can  you  tell  me 
about  God?  Does  he  have  a  last 
name?  How  old  is  he?  Is  he  every- 
where? What  does  he  do?  Do  you 
think  he  likes  me?  When  will  I  learn 
to  know  him  well? 

A  Little  Girl. 
Dear  Little  Girl: 

You  have  asked  me  some  hard 
questions,  but  I  will  answer  each  one 
as  best  I  can. 

1.  God  has  many  names.  He  has 
more  than  a  hundred  names.  Some 
people  talk  to  him  by  one  name  and 
some  by  another.  The  different 
names  were  used  because  people 
were  trying  to  show  what  God  was 
like  by  the  name  they  called  him. 
The  man  who  wrote  the  Psalms 
liked  best  the  name  Lord.  ("The 
Lord  is  my  shepherd."  "The  Lord  is 
thy  keeper.")  Jesus  liked  best  the 
name  Father.  He  used  it  ninety-four 
times.  Of  all  the  names  for  God  I 
like  Father  best  as  his  last  name,  be- 
cause God  is  like  a  good  father. 

2.  God  is  very  old.  A  long,  long 
time  ago  before  the  world  began, 
God  was  getting  it  ready  to  begin. 
He  is  the  oldest  thing  in  the  world 
and  he  will  last  longer  than  anything 
else. 

3.  God  is  everywhere.  He  does  not 
have  a  body  as  we  do,  because  a 
body  cannot  be  two  places  at  the 
same  time.   God  is  like  a  thought,  a 


wind,  a  spirit  and  so  he  can  be  any- 
where  and   everywhere. 

4.  God  keeps  very  busy.  He  works 
day  and  night.  There  are  so  many 
wrong  things  he  has  to  help  make 
right  that  he  never  gets  to  sleep. 
Some  children  are  in  trouble;  he 
has  to  help  them.  Some  people  are 
sick;  he  has  to  look  after  them.  Some 
people  are  sorry  for  what  they  have 
done;  he  has  to  forgive  them.  Some 
old  people  are  all  alone  and  he 
has  to  visit  with  them.  Some  people 
are  sad  and  he  has  to  make  them 
glad.  Some  people  have  evil 
thoughts  and  he  has  to  watch  them. 
He  does  these  things  for  the  millions 
and  millions  of  people  in  the  whole 
world.  That  is  why  he  is  so  busy 
all  the  time. 

5.  I  am  sure  God  likes  you.  God 
loves  all  children  and  their  parents. 
The  best  thing  about  God  is  how 
very  very  much  he  loves  people 
like  you  and  me. 

6.  Yes,  you  will  learn  to  know 
God  well.  It  will  take  a  long  time  to 
see  what  God  is  like  because  he 
is  so  big  and  good.  Men  like  your 
grandfather  and  his  -  grandfather 
talked  to  God  all  their  lives  to  get 
to  know  him  better,  but  even  then 
they  did  not  know  everything  about 
him.  God  is  so  good  and  big  that 
you  will  not  know  all  about  him 
even  when  you  are  a  big  lady.  That 
is  another  wonderful  thing  about 
God;  there  is  so  much  of  him  he  is 
never  used  up. 

Your  Counselor. 


14 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Sunshine  in  the  Parsonage 

Continued  from  page  4 

In  the  second  place,  when  a 
girl  marries  a  minister  she  feels 
the  sunshine  of  God's  spirit  in  a 
way  she  never  felt  it  before.  I 
have  always  been  impressed  with 
the  light  which  burns  in  some 
churches  as  a  symbol  of  the  holy 
sacraments  ready  to  be  given 
when  needed.  I  like  to  feel  that 
a  light,  too,  burns  over  the  pas- 
tor's study  when  he  is  searching 
out  the  Word  of  Truth,  week  aft- 
er week,  to  give  to  his  needy 
people.  The  light  grows  brighter, 
too,  when  prayers  for  the  sick 
and  the  neglected,  the  poor  in 


heart  and  the  sins  and  weakness- 
es of  us  all,  are  lifted  up  from  the 
parsonage.  In  such  ways  a  girl 
comes  face  to  face  with  God  in  a 
particular  way  when  she  enters 
a  parsonage.  She  is  expected  to 
do  and  say  things  which  usually 
come  with  age  and  maturity.  She 
has  to  grow  fast.  She  has  to  learn 
to  say  "yes"  early.  She  has  to 
promise  God  that  she  will  not  re- 
fuse to  do  any  job  he  asks  her 
to  do.  Some  of  us  would  drift 
through  half  our  lives  without 
making  such  decisions,  and  how 
much  poorer  we  would  have 
been!  When  a  girl  marries  a 
minister,  she  says  "yes"  not  only 


to  his  proposal  but  also  to  his 
calling  and  his  God. 

In  the  third  place,  the  min- 
ister's wife  raises  her  family  in 
a  sunny  environment.  Most  peo- 
ple pity  the  minister's  child.  I 
do  not — not  when  I  see  every- 
where in  public  life  the  witness 
which  the  products  of  the  parson- 
age family  are  making.  Society 
is  better  for  having  many  of  its 
leaders  cradled  in  the  sunshine 
and  radiance  of  the  spiritual  tone 
of  the  parsonage.  Some  of  the 
happiest  memories  of  my  child- 
hood are  those  Sundays  when  we 
would  go  to  the  home  of  one  of 
my  grandfathers  and  the  adults 
would  sit  around  the  dinner  table 
discussing  the  great  issues  of  life. 
When  there  were  visiting  min- 
isters, my  eyes  were  opened  and 
my  vision  widened  to  the  joys 
of  Christian  service.  This  winter 
we  were  privileged  to  have  a  vis- 
iting minister  in  our  home  for  a 
week  and  he  and  our  son  became 
great  pals.  The  influence  of  such 
servants  of  God  upon  little  chil- 
dren cannot  be  measured.  The 
close  contact  of  these  personali- 
ties within  the  radius  of  the  fam- 
ily circle  keeps  the  parsonage 
alive  with  growing  ideas  and 
Christian  concerns. 

In  high  school  I  worked  as  a 
student  helper  to  the  girls'  ad- 
viser. I  visited  her  often  after 
graduation  and  always  remem- 
ber her  with  a  note  at  Christmas. 
Just  before  my  marriage  I  wrote 
her,  telling  her  I  was  going  to 
marry  a  minister.  Quickly  came 
her  enthusiastic  reply,  "You  have 
only  happy  days  ahead.  I,  my- 
self, was  the  daughter  of  a  Lu- 
theran minister.  Your  life  will 
be  full  and  rich." 

If  you  pity  the  parsonage  fam- 
ily, I  can  only  wish  for  you  a 
new  appreciation  of  the  sunshine 
which  flows  into  the  home  of 
your,  minister.  And  I  could  have 
no  better  wish  for  your  daughter 
— or  your  granddaughter — than 
that  she  might  someday  live  in 
the  radiance  of  a  parsonage  as  I 
have  lived.  For  there  is  always 
sunshine  in  a  parsonage. 


Even   Cows   Can    Fly 


Accounts  of  the  shipping  of  heif- 
ers to  Venezuela  by  air  have  come 
to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We 
have  attempted  to  bring  into  one 
article  the  most  important  parts  of 
all  of  them. 


"Have  you  ever  seen  a  horse  fly?" 
might  well  be  worded  today,  "Have 
you  ever  seen  a  cow  fly?" 

Yes,  cows  are  flying,  not  by  their 
own  power,  but  by  airborne  trans- 
ports. The  scene  at  the  airport  in 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  last  June  is  evi- 
dence of  it,  when  twelve  heifers, 
donated  by  the  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
Brethren,  were  transported  by  air  to 
Venezuela.  The  heifers  were  shipped 
through  the  Heifer  Project  Commit- 
tee, whose  headquarters  are  located 
at  New  Windsor,  Md. 

After  each  cow  had  been  loaded  in- 
to her  proper  riding  place  and  her 
ration  of  food  was  pboard,  she  settled 
herself,  as  a  contented  cow  should,  in 
preparation  for  the  long  2,500-mile 
air  cruise  that  would  bring  her  to 
her  destination.  Orientation  was  not 
difficult  for  these  heifers.  Perhaps 
they  sensed  the  importance  of  their 
mission. 

Air-going  cowboys  attended  these 
cattle  in  their  flight.  The  first  lap  of 
their  journey  took  them  to  the  South, 
where  they  were  then  placed  aboard 
an  ocean-hopping  plane  and  taken 
on  to  South  America. 

An    informal    dedicatory    service 


was  planned  before  their  take-off 
in  charge  of  Bro.  Paul  Phillips, 
chairman  of  the  local  committee. 
Bro.  Joe  Dell  of  New  Windsor  ex- 
plained the  project  and  prayer  was 
offered  by  Bro.  Mark  Schrock  of 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Modestly  disclaiming  personal 
credit  for  their  donations,  the  farm 
spokesmen  in  their  own  plain  terms 
sounded  the  keynote  of  the  whole 
relief  project — just  plain  folks  in 
prosperous  Indiana  giving  practical 
help  to  less  fortunate  neighbors. 
Without  fanfare  and  with  a  min- 
imum of  international  politics  or 
governmental  red  tape,  the  commit- 
tee and  its  volunteer  helpers  have 
gone  quietly  about  their  vast  reha- 
bilitation task  in  several  parts  of  the 
world.  This  shipment  was  just  one 
more  such  incident. 

Bro.  Abe  Neff,  a  Goshen  farmer, 
made  the  trip  with  the  cattle.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Orville  Sherman,  and 
her  husband  are  Brethren  Service 
workers  in  Venezuela. 

Similar  scenes  took  place  at  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  De- 
catur, 111.  L.  John  Weaver  accom- 
panied the  Dayton,  Ohio,  shipment, 
and  Joe  Dell  went  with  the  shipment 
from  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 

These  heifers   are   being  supplied 
to  the  European  refugees  coming  in- 
to the  reception  center  at  El  Trompil- 
Continued   on  page  25 
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C.  S.  Erbaugh  has  changed  his  address  from  New- 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  to  Sebring,  Fla.,  General  Delivery.  He 
will  continue  at  the  Florida  address  until  April. 

In  Scranion,  Pa.,  Catholic,  Jewish  and  Protestant 
youth  joined  together  to  distribute  toys  during  the 
Christmas  season.  They  worked  together  to  repair  the 
toys  before  they  distributed  them  to  the  needy  of  all 
three  faiths. 

Three  zeros  were  omitted  from  Forrest  L.  Weller's 
article  on  Christmas  which  appeared  in  the  Dec.  24 
Gospel  Messenger.  The  total  approximate  listing  of 
Christians  in  the  world  should  have  been  600,000,000 
instead  of  600,000.  Zeros  sometimes  make  a  lot  of  differ- 
ence! 

At  Annision,  Ala.,  a  number  of  the  ministers  of  the 
city  helped  the  sheriff  to  smash  $100,000  worth  of 
whiskey,  wine  and  beer  against  the  courthouse  wall. 
One  of  the  ministers  said,  "This  is  the  greatest  thing 
that  has  ever  happened  in  Calhoun  County.  It  has  saved 
150  lives,  150  divorces  and  5,000  children  who  could  have 
starved  to  death." 

The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church  are  undertaking 
to  familiarize  themselves  with  communist  theory,  strate- 
gy and  tactics.  They  believe  that  in  order  to  combat 
communism  we  should  understand  it  and  its  methods 
of  working.  They  believe  also  that  the  application  of 
the  Christian  principles  to  our  day  and  time  will  be 
the  best  means  of  combating  communism. 

At  Mays  Landing,  N.  J.,  unemployment  became  such 
a  serious  problem  that  hunger  was  a  constant  threat. 
The  people  of  the  town  met  and  joined  in  prayer  to 
God  that  some  way  out  might  be  discovered.  As  a  result 
of  these  prayers,  the  people  of  the  city  themselves  un- 
dertook to  set  up  a  dress  factory  which  would  give  them 
employment.  A  good  start  has  been  made.  They  will 
keep  on  praying  and  they  believe  their  problems  will 
be  solved. 

The  world's  first  pacifist  congress  was  held  in  India 
throughout  the  month  of  December.  To  this  came  in- 
dividuals from  all  over  the  world  belonging  to  every 
race  and  speaking  many  different  languages.  These  peo- 
ple were  honorably  received  in  the  land  of  Gandhi. 
They  were  featured  in  the  various  cities  and  had  visits 
with  the  governmental  dignitaries  including  Nehru.  It 
is  hoped  by  many  that  their  studies  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  techniques  by  which  the  world  may  save 
itself  from  suffering  and  suicide. 

Because  of  the  increasing  commercialization  of 
Christmas  a  strong  reaction  has  set  in  among  Christian 
people.  It  was  accentuated  at  Christmas  time  1949  and 
will  be  in  full  swing  by  Christmas  1950.  The  undertak- 
ing is  being  sponsored  by  the  religious  organizations  of 
the  country.  The  effort  is  to  spiritualize  Christmas. 
"Santa  must  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  rival  of  the 
Holy  Child."  Twenty-seven  denominations  will  summon 
140,000  local  churches  next  year  to  underwrite  the  spir- 
itualization  of  Christmas.  Rockford,  111.,  was  one  of  the 
pioneering  cities  in  this  undertaking. 
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George  W.  Hilton,  joint  pioneer  missionary  to  China 
along  with  the  F.  H.  Crumpackers,  died  at  Hemet,  Calif., 
on  Dec.  19.  Further  obituary  information  will  appear 
in  due  time. 

Covington,  Ind.,  opened  the*  new  year  with  a  Bible 
marathon.  Beginning  on  Dec.  31,  they  read  the  Bible 
in  ten-minute  intervals  and  kept  it  up  until  all  of  it 
was  read.  Their  assumption  was  that  it  would  take 
about  a  day  to  read  it  through. 

Missionaries  from  all  the  fields  are  writing  saying 
that  any  curtailment  in  the  missionary  giving  would 
greatly  handicap  the  work  of  the  church  in  their  areas. 
They  are  praying  that  the  church  at  home  will  continue 
to  remember  its  brothers  overseas  they  they  too  may 
have  the  light  of  the  gospel  of  hope  and  salvation. 

The  Pope's  message  from  Rome  to  celebrate  Christ- 
mas and  the  beginning  of  1950,  "the  holy  year,"  was 
sent  out  over  the  air  in  more  than  twenty  languages. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  this  year  would  begin  an 
era  of  peace  in  the  world;  that  in  this  peaceful  era  we 
would  solve  the  world's  pressing  social  problems  and 
bring  about  a  world-wide  religious  revival. 

In  December  the  city  council  and  the  board  of  esti- 
mate of  New  York  City  voted  to  bar  all  discrimination 
in  publicly  assisted  housing  in  New  York  City.  This 
is  considered  by  public-spirited  New  Yorkers  as  a  great 
victory  for  democracy  and  tolerance.  They  say,  "New 
York  has  established  the  pattern  for  the  country.  We 
hope  that  other  towns  will  follow  its  example  promptly." 

Church  organizations  in  Pennsylvania  are  backing  a 
drive  to  get  every  voter  registered  and  to  the  ballot  box 
on  election  day.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Christians  who 
are  underwriting  this  campaign  that  for  every  voter 
to  vote  embodies  the  highest  type  of  honesty,  efficiency 
and  Christian  ideals.  "In  order  to  be  a  good  Christian 
a  person  must  be  a  good  citizen,"  say  the  members  of 
the  committee.  Pennsylvania's  governor  is  backing  this 
drive  also. 

The  Oneonta  church  of  Alabama  was  recently  de- 
molished in  a  tornado.  Even  the  piano  was  blown  to 
pieces.  At  the  same  time  the  home  of  at  least  one  of 
the  members  of  the  parish  was  destroyed.  One  of  the 
members  was  fatally  injured  in  the  catastrophe.  The 
little  church  is  prayerfully  entering  into  the  enterprise 
of  rebuilding.  They  deserve'  the  prayers  and  the  help 
of  the  Brotherhood  in  order  that  they  may  once  again 
have  a  place  of  worship. 

At  Garden  City,  Kansas,  the  Methodists  have  devised 
a  unique  plan  to  solve  preacher  shortages.  They  have 
set  up  a  scholarship  fund  whereby  they  are  able  to  send 
one  student  into  the  full-time  ministry  each  year.  The 
individual  chosen  is  financed  through  college  and  semi- 
nary. If  he  continues  in  the  ministry,  he  need  not  repay 
the  scholarship  money;  if  he  takes  up  some  other  pro- 
fession, the  money  is  placed  back  into  the  scholarship 
fund  for  other  use.  Garden  City  has  been  able  to  place 
one  youth  in  religious  training  by  this  means  for  each 
of  the  last  several  years.  They  believe  that  if  other 
churches  adopted  it  enough  ministers  could  be  trained 
to  care  for  the  churches  of  America.  Garden  City  is 
investing  about  $1,500  per  year  in  this  enterprise. 
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At  Easl  Gary,  Ind.,  for  one  week  the  parishioners 
visited  the  pastor  instead  of  having  the  pastor  visit  the 
parishioners.    It  was  called  "Visit-the-Preacher"  week. 

F.  A.  Vaniman,  prominent  McPherson,  Kansas,  citi- 
zen and  churchman,  passed  away  on  Dec.  24.  Burial 
was  on  Dec.  27.  More  concerning  the  helpful  service 
he  rendered  to  the  college  and  to  the  Western  Region 
will  appear  later. 

Thirty-six  more  displaced  persons  families  for  the 
Brethren  arrived  on  one  ship  recently.  They  are  at  New 
Windsor.  More  assurances  for  their  settlement  are 
needed  at  once.  Your  church  should  adopt  a  family. 
Write  to  New  Windsor,  Md. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Board  offices  were:  Wilmer  Hurst  of  Ephrata, 
Pa.;  Harold  Garner  of  Westminster,  Md.;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Cowan  of  Oakhurst,  Calif.,  and  Jackie  and 
Barbara,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chalmer  Faw  of  Chicago,  111. 

At  the  University  of  Vermont  the  students  have 
banded  themselves  together  in  what  they  call  an  organ- 
ization of  "Muscular  Christians."  They  discover  needs 
in  the  local  community  and  set  out  to  meet  them  by 
the  application  of  muscles  to  the  problem.  Recently 
they  helped  a  needy  farmer  paint  his  home. 

Howard  Bosler  writes  from  the  Leper  Colony  in  Af- 
rica: "During  the  first  half  of  1949  we  admitted  375  new 
cases.  During  this  period  we  treated  1,617  cases  of 
leprosy.  There  are  332  children  with  leprosy  in  the 
elementary  school.  There  are  200  more  in  adult  classes. 
There  is  an  attendance  at  our  church  which  ranges  from 
500  to  700." 

The  Golden  Rule  Foundation  is  appealing  to  the  tax- 
payers of  America  to  give  the  fifteen  per  cent  of  their 
income  which  is  allowed  on  income  tax  return  for 
benevolences.  If  this  were  done,  they  claim  that  over 
$30,000,000,000  would  be  given  for  benevolent  purposes 
and  would  be  tax  exempt.  This  is  more  than  ten  times 
the  amount  which  statistics  indicate  -we  actually  are 
giving  to  benevolences. 

The  Walnut  Grove  church  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  cele- 
brated the  twentieth  anniversary  of  Brother  and  Sister 
J.  A.  Robinson  as  pastors  of  their  church.  About  450 
people  attended  open  house  on  Saturday  evening.  On 
Sunday  services  continued  throughout  the  day.  At  the 
evening  service  Bro.  Robinson  and  his  two  minister 
sons  appeared  in  the  pulpit  together.  Each  of  them 
spoke.  Paul  Robinson,  pastor  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  de- 
livered the  main  evening  message. 

CRALOG  recently  delivered  to  a  twenty-five-year- 
old  German  girl  who  had  recently  returned  from  an 
internment  camp  in  Russia,  the  100,000th  parcel  of  wel- 
fare material.  At  the  same  time,  the  25,000th  parcel 
of  relief  goods  to  prisoners  of  war  was  handed  to  a 
forty-two-year-old  prisoner  who  also  had  come  back 
from  the  East.  The  dispensers  of  these  materials  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  "Donations  of  clothing  material 
from  abroad  will  continue  so  that  we  will  be  able  to 
keep  up  this  distribution  of  parcels  until  the  need  is 
past." 


The  district  youth  cabinet  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 
responded  substantially  to  the  call  of  the  National  Youth 
Cabinet  by  pledging  $500  for  passage  of  a  new  mission- 
ary to  the  mission  field. 

Plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  Christian  university 
in  Japan  are  moving  toward  completion.  The  faculty 
members  are  being  selected.  It  is  the  hope  of  those 
who  are  setting  up  this  enterprise  that  it  will  lead 
toward  the  Christianization  of  Japan  and  that  a  Christian 
Japan  will  become  a  barrier  to  advances  of  communism 
in  that  area. 

Edwards  E.  Lyons  of  Bethany  Seminary  has  written 
some  poetry  which  he  has  submitted  for  publication  to 
various  magazines.  As  these  poems  are  published  and 
he  receives  remuneration  for  them,  he  turns  it  over 
to  the  Brotherhood  budget.  Thus  he  is  using  his  talent 
for  the  good  of  the  church.  The  suggestion  is  that  others, 
in  this  or  similar  ways,  may  be  interested  to  do  likewise. 

Again  this  year  at  Christmas  time  a  letter  was  di- 
rected to  President  Truman  asking  him  to  grant  Christ- 
mas amnesty  for  imprisoned  World  War  II  conscientious 
objectors.  About  seventy  of  America's  prominent  citizens, 
including  clergymen,  authors  and  businessmen,  signed 
it.  Among  other  things  the  letter  said,  "Men  who  have 
endeavored  literally  to  follow  the  teachings  of  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount  should  not  therefore  be  permanently 
relegated  to  second-class  citizenship."  Other  letters 
asking  for  amnesty  for  those  imprisoned  in  the  recent 
draft  were  likewise  sent  to  the  President. 

Vladimir  Andrejew  writes  us  as  follows:  I  am  a  DP 
of  Russian  nationality.  I  came  from  Germany  and  ar- 
rived on  Sept.  25,  1949,  with  my  wife,  daughter  and  son 
in  the  U.S.A.  My  sponsor  is  Charles  Hinkle  of  Port 
Republic,  Va.  After  my  coming,  on  the  second  day 
Pastor  Foster  M.  Bittinger  and  the  members  of  the 
Mill  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  brought  us  aid — food, 
clothing  and  furniture.  These  were  presented  by  about 
eighty-five  persons.  And  my  wife  has  a  gift,  a  General 
Electric  wringer  washer,  from  the  Home  Builders  class. 
We  express  many,  many  thanks  to  the  pastor  and  to 
all  the  people  who  helped  us  so  much.  May  God  bless 
this  church  for  its  deep  humanity  and  in  all  its  holy 
affairs.   May  it  develop  in  the  name  of  God." 

Gains  for  the   Kingdom 

Twenly-nine  baptized  in  the  Carson  Valley  church.  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Pasadena 
church,  Calif. 

Six  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Raisin  City 
church,  Calif. 

Twelve  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Beech 
Grove  church,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized  and  seventeen  received  by  letter  in  the  First 
church,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  15 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons  the  International  Bible  Lessons  jor  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  oj  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Fellowship  in  the  Early  Church— Acts 

2:42 5:42.    Memory  Selection:    Now  the  company  of  those  who 

believed  were  of  one  heart  and  soul,  and  no  one  said  that  any  of 
the  things  which  he  possessed  was  his  own.  but  they  had  every- 
thing in  common.    Acts  4:32. 

CBYF  Topic  for  January,  Japan. 
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Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


They  All  Receive  Your  Help 

the  children,  the  young  people,  the  sick  and  aged 


The  children  of  Germany  suffered  from  the  lack  of  milk  during 
the  time  their  bodies  required  it.  As  a  result,  many  became 
victims  of  rickets  and  tuberculosis.  These  children  will  benefit 
so  much  from  the  Swiss  goats  which  were  purchased  by  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission.  M.  R.  Zigler,  director  of  Brethren 
work  in  Europe,  examines  the  goats  and  chats  with  the  children. 


These  three  children  are  delighted  with  the  carton  of  food  and 
clothing  which  Mrs.  Eldon  Burke  has  just  delivered  to  them  as 
a  gift  from  Brethren  Service.  The  mother,  too,  is  happy  since 
she  knows  that  her  husband's  meager  income  is  not  nearly  suffi- 
cient to  care  for  the  needs  of  the  family  which  includes  three 
other  children.  One  of  the  children  has  tuberculosis,  and  her 
own  health  is  very  poor. 
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At  the  Kaltenstein  Castle  in  Germany,  a  youth  village  for  de- 
linquent boys  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission and  the  YMCA.  To  have  the  boys  do  their  own  work 
and  govern  themselves  is  a  new  concept  of  life  and  government 
for  such  an  institution.  Under  this  setup  Byron  Royer.  who  is 
in  charge  at  Kaltenstein,  is  very  well  pleased  with  the  changes 
which  have  been  made  in  these  boys  who  have  known  only 
hunger,  crime  and  punishment  during  the  past  number  of  years. 


In  co-operation  with  the  Reconstruction  Committee  of  the  Protestant  Churches 
in  Austria,  the  Brethren  Service  Commission  has  contributed  food  for  packages 
which  are  distributed  to  400  sick  and  aged  persons  each  month.  The  elderly 
gentleman  smiles  happily  as  his  food  package  goes  into  his  knapsack.  The 
young  woman  to  the  right  presents  her  father's  papers  because  he  is  no 
longer  able  to  come  for  his  own  food  package. 


Photos  by  J.  Henry  Long 


Brethren   Service   gives   lard   for   the   home   for   aged 

refugees  in  Berlin-Buckow-Ost.    Happily   this  woman 

spreads  a  slice  ol  bread  with  lard  in  her  room. 


A  refugee  doctor  at  the  Thalham  hospital,  St.  Georgen, 
Austria,  administers  to  a  patient.  This  hospital  for  tuber- 
culosis patients  has  received  many  gifts  of  food,  medicine, 
bedding,  clothing  and  equipment  from  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


Revitalizing  the 

LOCAL  CHURCH  LIBRARY 


Mrs.  Fred  Hollingshead 

Harrisburg,   Pennsylvania 


PROTESTANT  leaders  of  today- 
are  discovering  that  many  of 
our  church  members  are  not 
sure  what  they  believe;  or  if  they 
have  definite  beliefs,  they  do  not 
know  the  basis  of  their  beliefs.  It 
makes  us  re-evaluate  our  teaching, 
preaching,  worship  and  personal 
work  to  see  what  can  help  to  under- 
gird  our  regular  methods  of  propa- 
gating the  Christian  faith.  The  local 
church  library  can  do  much  to  ac- 
complish this  mission  by  helping  to 
counteract  the  secularism  and  ma- 
terialism of  the  day  with  wholesome 
Christian  reading. 
Every  Church  Can  Do  It 

Many  churches  report  their  librar- 
ies have  become  stagnant  and  the 
books  are  untouched  year  in  and 
year  out.  The  average  church  must 
rely  upon  volunteer  workers  who 
must  prepare  to  do  the  job  because 
there  is  no  professional  service  avail- 
able. However,  plans  can  be  worked 
out  even  in  small  churches  for  ade- 
quate personnel,  finances,  and  pro- 
motion. 

It  is  true  we  have  access  to  city, 
school,  county,  and  state  libraries 
but  one  must  consider  that  their  first 
interest  is  not  books  of  religious  and 
moral  nature.  A  recent  trip  to  the 
city  library  and  the  state  library 
verify  what  two  state  librarians  told 
me  several  months  ago:  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  church  to  provide 
her  own  up-to-date  resource  mate- 
rials in  reading.  People  attending 
their  own  churches  regularly  have 
more  easy  access  to  these  materials 
than  if  they  had  to  go  on  their  own 
initiative  to  public  libraries.  This  is 
the  day  of  specialized  libraries  and 
the  church  must  not  lag  behind. 
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Getting  the  Wheels  in  Motion 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  ways 
suggested  by  church  librarians  to  re- 
vive the  old  library.  It  is  logical  to 
start  with  what  we  have  in  books, 
personnel  and  space  and  try  to  uti- 
lize them  to  best  advantage.  It  takes 
someone  with  vision  and  also  oppor- 
tunity to  present  ideas  to  the  proper 
boards  for  approval  to  get  a  start. 
This  library  revival  can  start  with 
the  pastor,  the  board  of  Christian 
education,  the  board  of  administra- 
tion, a  class,  or  an  individual.  When 
the  idea  gets  through  a  board,  it 
should  appoint  a  library  committee 
which  carries  plans  into  fruition. 
The  committee  may  well  be  com- 
posed of  chief  librarian,  typist  and 
cataloger,  reviewer  and  head  of  the 
promotion  committee.  The  promo- 
tion committee  should  have  repre- 
sentatives from  each  age  group  in 
the  church  and  special  interest 
groups  if  desired.  It  is  well  to  have 
the  library  staff  approved  by  coun- 
cil. It  would  seem  to  simplify  the 
administration  if  one  librarian  would 
do  all  the  work,  but  most  volunteer 
workers  do  not  have  time  to  do  the 
complete  job  as  it  should  be  done. 

Paying  the  Bills 

How  may  these  books  be  obtained? 
A  report  of  the  libraries  in  the  East- 
ern Pennsylvania  district  last  year 
shows  an  addition  of  twelve  to 
eighty  books  in  five  libraries — Bare- 
ville,  Salunga,  Hatfield,  East  Peters- 
burg, and  Elizabethtowh.  One  li- 
brary is  supported  by  a  class,  anoth- 
er by  regular  offerings,  but  more 
report  that  the  library  is  in  the  reg- 
ular church  or  Sunday-school  budget 
ranging  from  $36  to  $60  a  year  on  a 
monthly  or  quarterly  allotment. 
Hatfield  reported  a  "library  emphasis 
Sunday"  with  two  offerings  totaling 


$98.  Donations  of  money  are  always 
accepted  but  donations  of  books  are 
not  solicited  because  of  the  possibili- 
ty of  receiving  undesirable  books. 
The  library  staff  should  prepare  a 
list  of  recommended  books.  This  list 
could  be  posted  on  the  bulletin 
board,  and  donations  should  be  cho- 
sen from  it.  An  entirely  new  library 
was  started  in  the  Welty  church  in 
Southern  Pennsylvania  by  the  gen- 
erous donation  of  money  as  a  memo- 
rial. 
The  Training  of  the  Librarian 

The  librarian  should  be  a  person 
who  is  much  interested  in  the  total 
church  program,  one  who  is  well 
read,  who  handles  details  with  care 
and  who  understands  people.  It 
would  be  well  if  she  could  attend 
a  school  for  church  librarians  such 
as  the  one  sponsored  by  the  South- 
ern Baptists  which  convenes  at 
Ridgecrest,  N.  C,  for  one  week  an- 
nually. In  fact,  one  person  from  a 
district  could  be  trained  this  way 
and  conduct  a  workshop  for  local 
church  librarians.  The  volunteer  li- 
brarian can  do  much  to  teach  herself 
by  studying  these  materials:  The 
Church  Library  Manual  by  Althoff*, 
Suggestions  for  Your  Church  Li- 
brary (list  of  recommended  books), 
The  Library  in  the  Local  Church, 
Suggested  Fiction  and  Biography, 
and  Looking  for  Books  for  Children? 
A  ten  per  cent  discount  is  offered 
by  the  Publishing  House  on  book 
orders  for  church  libraries. 

Equipment  for  the  library  may  be 
very  ideal;  but  in  the  average 
church,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
get  along  only  with  the  facilities 
that  are  absolutely  necessary.  A 
readily  accessible  place  is  desirable 
where  one  can  really  browse  and 
have  adequate  room  and  light,  but 
a  church  should  have  a  library  in  a 
hallway  rather  than  none  at  all.  In 
some  cases  it  has  been  effective  to 
have  the  children's  library  in  their 
division  and  the  youth  and  adult  li- 
brary near  their  groups.  In  this  ar- 
rangment  one  card  catalog  can  be 
used  for  both  places  if  separate  li- 
brary hours   are  held.    If  sufficient 


*The  Church  Library  Manual  may  be 
borrowed  from  the  Brethren  Loan  Library 
at  Elgin,  or  purchased  from  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House  for  50c  paper,  or  75c 
cloth  binding.  The  other  leaflets  are  avail- 
able free  from  the  Christian  Education 
Commission. 


funds  are  available,  double  equip- 
ment can  make  it  possible  for  all 
age  groups  to  be  served  simultane- 
ously. The  librarian  may  have  to 
improvise  a  desk,  a  supply  cupboard, 
card  catalog,  charging  tray  and  port- 
able bulletin  board. 

Books  for  Circulation 

What  kind  of  books  we  put  in  our 
library  depends  upon  our  local  area 
and  public  library  facilities.  We 
need  books  that  are  not  duplicated 
in  accessible  public  libraries  in  the 
fields  of  Christian  culture  and  char- 
acter building  and  religion.  In  the 
adult  library,  we  definitely  need 
books  on  Biblical  reference,  personal 
Christian  living,  church  doctrines, 
evangelism,  worship,  peace,  temper- 
ance, stewardship,  Christian  mar- 
riage and  family  life,  recreation  and 
administration  for  church  and  Sun- 
day-school officers.  We  should  not 
expect  each  year's  officers  continu- 
ally to  buy  their  own  resource  books. 
The  small  budget  will  not  allow 
much  fiction  unless  there  is  no  oth- 
er available  source  of  good  fiction. 
Religious  fiction  and  biographies  are 
helpful.  Perhaps  the  women's  work 
group  will  buy  the  graded  mission 
study  books  for  the  church  and  put 
them  in  the  library.  Those  taking 
the  leadership  training  courses  may 
donate  or  sell  their  books  for  that 
section  of  the  library.  Outdated  un- 
usable books  can  be  sold  to  the  Sal- 
vation Army  when  other  agencies 
will  not  take  them.  Unusable  me- 
morial books  found  in  the  dead  li- 
brary can  be  stored  in  another  place 
if  necessary  to  keep  best  relation- 
ships. 

If  we  follow  the  standards  of  the 
goals  in  Christian  education  for  se- 
lection of  children's  books,  we  will 
have  a  well  balanced  children's  li- 
brary. We  want  them  to  grow  in 
relationship  to  God,  to  Jesus,  to  the 
Bible,  to  the  church,  in  their  person- 
al character  and  in  relation  to  others. 
There  are  many  new  books  on  the 
recommended  lists  that  do  this  very 
thing  and  could  well  take  the  place 
of  the  comics  that  plague  the  coun- 
try. 

A  Plan  for  Classification 

It  is  a  good  policy  to  have  our  li- 
braries classified  according  to  the 
standard  library  classification  using 
the  abridged  Dewey  Decimal  Sys- 
tem. This  means  the  books  appear 
on  the  shelv.es  according  to  subjects 
under  ten  classifications:  000 — gen- 
eral works;  100 — philosophy;  200 — 
religion;  300 — social  science;  400 — 
languages;  500 — science;  600 — useful 
arts;  700— fine  arts;  800— literature; 
900  —  history  and  travel.  Special 
further   classifications   are  B — biog- 


Adult  Fellowship   Forum   Notes 


Lowell  Heisey,  who  has  completed 
his  work  as  Western  Regional  Forum 
Director,  reports  encouragingly  of 
the  progress  of  the  forum  movement 
in  that  region: 

"It  appears  that  forum  programs 
have  become  a  worth-while  part  of 
the  program  of  many  churches  and 
district  conferences  in  this  region. 
The  following  examples  of  the  use 
of  forum  programs  in  recent  months 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention: 

"In  Nebraska  the  South  Beatrice 
church  has  a  forum  about  every  Sun- 
day evening.  Also  in  this  district, 
forums  were  held  in  young  people's 
camp  and  in  family  camp,  the  four 
topics  in  the  latter  being  on  the 
church  and  the  community,  the  state, 
mental  health,  and  the  unchurched. 

"Northeastern  Kansas  District 
Conference  had  a  forum  entitled  The 
Ocean  Grove  Conference,  as  an  effec- 
tive and  unusual  method  of  making 


a  report  on  the  conference.  The 
Sabetha  church  has  held  forums  en- 
titled Can  Small  Churches  Support 
Their  Preachers?,  The  Liquor  Ques- 
tion, and  What  Shall  We  Do  About 
Our  Young  People — Especially  Sun- 
day Activities?  The  Morrill  church 
had  one  forum  based  on  a  film  on 
the  race  question  and  a  forum  on 
the  pacifist  question. 

"The  Southwestern  Kansas  Dis- 
trict Conference  featured  a  forum  on 
The  Church  and  Its  Community, 
stressing  types  of  services  and  ac- 
tivities the  church  could  provide  for 
urban  and  rural  communities.  The 
McPherson  church  has  had  Sunday 
evening  forums  on  Stewardship,  The 
Church  and  Its  Ministry,  and  What 
the  Lenten  Season  Should  Mean  in 
the  Life  of  Our  Church. 

"The  Kansas  State  Young  People's 
Camp  conducted  a  thought-provok- 
ing forum  on  How  to  Tell  Right  and 
Wrong,  with  both  campers  and  lead- 
ers on  the  panel. 

"There  are  undoubtedly  many 
more  forum  programs  in  the  region 
also;  however,  perhaps  the  titles  of 
these  few  forums  can  give  other 
churches  an  idea  of  the  values  and 
versatility  of  forum-type  programs." 


raphy;  F — fiction;  J — juvenile  liter- 
ature; C — children's  books  to  eight 
years;  and  E — picture  books  for  very 
young  children.  Each  book  has  a  call 
number  in  relation  to  its  subject 
classification  and  is  arranged  nu- 
merically in  the  system  and  then  by 
author  letter  within  the  classifica- 
ton.  There  are  ten  main  subdivisions 
in  each  classification  which  will 
further  classify  the  book.  Shelf  la- 
bels mark  the  ten  main  divisions 
and  care  for  subject  classification. 
Although  public  libraries  have  a 
subject,  an  author  and  a  title  card 
in  the  catalog,  an  author  and  title 
card  are  sufficient  with  the  above 
plan  in  the  church  library.  There 
may  be  a  professional  librarian  in 
the  church  or  community  who  would 
be  willing  to  help  in  classification. 

Promotion  for  Success 

The  promotion  committee  is  on 
the  job.  This  committee  must  be 
constantly  working  on  library  pub- 
licity in  all  age  group  meetings  and 
special  interest  groups.  The  bulletin 
board  should  always  have  some  pub- 
licity that  attracts  the  attention  of 
the  passer-by.  If  the  promotion  com- 
mittee and  librarian  are  real  li- 
brary enthusiasts,  the  enthusiasm 
will  surely  permeate  the  church. 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


INTO  THE  GOOD  GROUND  is  a 
new  type  of  Biblical  film.  Through 
a  series  of  events,  Dan  Gardner, 
though  familiar  with  the  Bible,  is 
aroused  to  the  realization  that  his 
religion  has  not  been  as  vital  as  he 
had  thought  it  was. 

This  film  is  not  all  that  one  could 
hope  for  in  the  treatment  of  this 
Christian  concern.  However,  it  has 
much  value  and  can  be  used  very 
effectively  as  a  discussion  starter  in 
leadership  training  classes,  parent- 
teacher  meetings,  Bible  classes, 
young  people's  meetings,  and  Sun- 
day evening  services.  It  will  help 
every  person  who  sees  it  to  become 
aware  of  the  real  value  of  the  Bible 
in  life. 

Running  time:  30  minutes.  Rent- 
al:   $10.00. 

VISUAL  EDUCATION  SERVICE 

General  Brotherhood  Board 

22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anelta  C.  Mow 


■ 


Nursing  at  the  Garkida   Leper  Colony 


THE  nurse  at  the  Garkida  leper 
colony  has  varied  duties.   Never 
can  life  be  dull  here,  for  there 
are  many  interesting  things  to  do. 

To  begin  with  there  is  the  nurs- 
ery. For  some  years  it  was  the 
custom  to  take  newborn  children 
of  leprous  mothers  to  the  Garkida 
nursery  or  to  send  the  mothers  home 
with  their  infants.  Many  of  the 
babies  did  not  do  well  on  .  the 
formula  and  many  died.  Also,  the 
leper  woman,  going  home  to  poor 
living  conditions,  often  lost  her 
baby. 

So  far  seventeen  babies  are  be- 
ing cared  for  in  the  nursery.  Young 
girls  who  are  almost  well  and  com- 
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pletely  noninfectious,  take  care  of 
them  in  the  daytime.  Older  women 
take  care  of  them  when  the  girls  are 
in  school.  An  older  woman  and  a 
girl  work  together  at  night. 

Because  the  mothers  are  sick,  they 
have  not  all  been  able  to  nurse  their 
children  as  long  as  we  could  have 
liked.  However,  all  of  them  gave 
their  infants  a  very  good  start  and 
most  of  them  went  over  on  cow's 
milk  with  little  or  no  difficulty. 
They  are  developing  well  and  are 
a  real  joy  not  only  to  us  who  care 
for  them  but  to  their  mothers  and 
fathers   as   well. 


For  some  time  we  have  been 
using  the  new  men's  ward.  It  is 
almost  always  full  and  sometimes  it 
is  necessary  to  put  children  on  mats 
on  the  floor  between  the  beds. 

The  women's  ward  is  almost  fin- 
ished now.  That  will  mean  that  the 
old  building  can  be  used  for  over- 
flow from  the  men's  ward.  The  new 
buildings  have  room  for  eighteen 
beds  each. 

For  the  most  part  our  ward  pa- 
tients are  those  with  ulcers  on  their 
legs  and  feet.  This  is  the  best  way 
to  keep  them  off  their  feet,  thus 
giving  the  ulcers  a  chance  to  heal 
more  quickly.  Also,  we  often  have 
patients  recovering  from  surgery. 

Many  of  our  acutely  ill  patients 
are  cared  for  in  their  own  villages. 


The  village  dispensers  bring  in  the 
reports  of  their  sick  each  morning 
and  necessary  medicines  are  pre- 
scribed. The  patient  is  admitted  to 
the  hospital  if  the  illness  is  really 
serious. 

Mondays    and   Thursdays    are   in- 
jection   days.     It    takes    about    six 


hours  on  those  days  to  inject  ap- 
proximately eight  hundred  patients. 
These  patients  are  given  hydnocar- 
pus  oil.  One  hundred  more  patients 
are  treated  with  a  new  drug  called 
diasone. 

More  and  more  patients  are  com- 
ing for  treatment.    Those  of  us  who 


work  here  are  thankful  that  many 
of  them  are  children  and  young  peo- 
ple. Many  of  them  can  expect  to 
become  well,  for  their  disease  is  not 
far  advanced.  Here  in  our  church, 
school  and  hospital  they  are  learn- 
ing many  things  which  will  help 
them  when  they  return  home. 


The  Church  at  Home 
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I  Married  a  Minister 


Mrs.  Charles  E.  Zunkel 

Elgin,  Illinois 


Her  Spiritual    Life 


The  Bible  and  the  cross  are  central  in  the  Zunkel  home 


YES,  I  married  a  minister,  and 
it  was  the  fulfillment  of  my  hap- 
piest childhood  dreams.  The 
college  chimes  played  I  Love  You 
Truly,  announcing  to  the  campus 
friends  that  another  couple  were 
taking  their  marriage  vows  back  in 
the  home  community.  This  time  it 
was  a  bride  saying,  "I  do"  to  a 
preacher  -  lover.  The  "I  do"  had 
much  more  promise  in  it  than  "to 
love  and  cherish  until  death  do  us 
part."  In  those  two  simple  words 
she  was  saying  to  him,  "I  do  prom- 
ise to  be  the  wife  of  a  minister  and 
share  with  you  all  the  varied  ex- 
periences that  involves."  It  was  not 
looking  through  "a  glass  darkly" 
for  you  see,  in  this  case,  father  and 
older  brothers  were  ministers. 

As  a  young  lady  I  taught  a  rural 
school.  My  "no's"  to  the  farmer 
lads,  when  they  wanted  to  court  the 
schoolteacher,  evoked  this  comment 
from  the  lady  in  whose  home  I 
boarded,   "Oh,  she'll  wait  until  she 


goes  to  college;  then  she'll  marry  a 
preacher."  That  was  it,  but  how 
did  she  know?  I  did  go  to  college 
and  there  met  that  preacher  lad  and 
Cupid  shot  his  fatal  dart. 

That  was  over  twenty  years  ago 
and  I  still  say  that  being  a  minister's 
wife  is  the  most  thrilling  life  ever. 
I  love  it!  Many  is  the  time  a  dear 
sister  has  confided,  "Oh,  I  would 
never  want  to  be  a  preacher's  wife," 
but  her  sympathy  was  all  wasted 
and  I  told  her  so.  "I'd  rather  be 
that  than  anything  else  I  know," 
I  would  hurriedly  respond,  and  how 
surprised  she  looked! 

If  I  had  the  gift  of  writing,  I 
think  I  could  write  a  book  on  why 
I  love  it.  There  are  so  many  chal- 
lenging sides  to  it;  but  I  am  asked 
to  tell  only  about  the  spiritual  life 
of  a  minister's  wife.  I  must  leave 
the  rest  for  someone  else. 

What  woman  other  than  the  min- 
ister's wife  has  the  constant  pull  to 
be  her  best  self  and  grow  in  grace! 


How  good  to  share  day  by  day  the 
soul's  longings  and  satisfactions  with 
one's  lover,  himself  the  man  of  God, 
whose  soul  yearnings  are  to  discover 
God  in  all  his  beauty!  For  the  two 
to  come,  hand  in  hand,  daily  to  the 
throne  of  grace  is  real  spiritual  re- 
freshment. 

When  the  children  were  ill,  I 
used  to  feel  it  would  be  nice  being 
married  to  a  doctor;  he  would  know 
just  what  to  do.  But  even  above 
physical  health,  important  as  it  is, 
I'd  rather  my  child  would  grow  in  a 
deepening  experience  of  God.  A 
child  is  doubly  blessed  whose  dad 
can  give  guidance  in  his  search  for 
God.  Sometimes,  however,  this 
preacher-dad  may  be  a  little  too 
advanced  in  his  approach.  Our  lit- 
tle son  asked  many  times,  "Where 
is  God?"  Finally  his  father  thought 
he  was  old  enough  to  understand 
that  God  is  in  us,  that  he  lives  in 
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us  and  makes  us  do  kind  things. 
Weeks  later,  just  out  of  the  blue, 
the  little  fellow  asked,  "Mother, 
what  does  God  eat?  Does  he  eat  our 
bones?" 

Then  there  is  the  constant  pull 
which  conies  from  the  association 
with  the  good  people  of  the  parish. 
In  no  other  work  is  one  thrown  into 
such  close  contact  with  the  best  of 
people.  In  our  first  parish  we  used 
to  call  on  an  aged  lady  who  was 
confined  to  her  home.  She  never 
wanted  to  talk  of  her  own  ills,  but 
was  eager  always  to  share  in  con- 
versation about  the  church.  She 
would  call  us  by  name  and  say, 
"Now  do  not  become  discouraged. 
God  will  bless  you  and  help  you." 
We  always  left  her  home  with  His 
benediction  resting  upon  us.  More 
than  a  dozen  years  had  elapsed  after 
we  left  one  church,  when  a  Christ- 
mas letter  from  one  dear  old  sister 
informed  us  that  there  was  never  a 
day  passed  but  that  she  remembered 
us  in  our  work.  She  has  recently 
been  called  home,  but  the  memory 
of  her  still  pulls  our  souls  upward. 

A  young  layman  in  another  par- 
ish was  very  prominent  in  church 
and  community  life.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful businessman  and  a  very  hard 
worker.  He  one  time  said  to  my 
husband,  "You  know,  when  I  am 
dead  tired  at  night,  there  isn't  any 
better  way  for  me  to  relax  than  to 
jump  into  my  car  and  go  talk  to 
someone  about  becoming  a  Chris- 
tian." Well,  the  warm  friendship  of 
these  godly  people  is  a  constant  pull 
to  be  one's  best. 

There  are  so  many  looking  to  the 
minister's  wife  for  comfort,  help  and 
inspiration.  This,  in  itself,  is  a  great 
challenge.  We  cannot  give  to  others 
what  we  do  not  have  ourselves. 
Therefore,  how  can  we  lead  our  peo- 
ple to  a  deepening  fellowship  with 
the  Christ  if  we  do  not  have  it 
ourselves?  And  I  take  it  that  this 
is  the  first  great  task  of  the  minister 
and  his  wife. 

It  is  so  very  easy  for  the  minister's 
wife  to  neglect  her  soul  nurture. 
She  must  be  a  good  housekeeper  for 
she  lives  in  a  glass  house,  always 
open  to  the  public  eye;  she  has  her 
children  to  mother  and  her  husband 
who  needs  her  companionship!  In 
addition  there  is  "that  material  Mrs. 
Brown  wants  for  missionary  meet- 
ing, devotions  to  lead  at  Home 
Builders,  the  young  people  are  want- 
ing a  play  for  Christmas,  the  sick 
are  eager  for  a  call,  the  visiting  min- 
ister is  to  be  entertained,  a  couple 
wants  to  be  married  in  the  parson- 
age living  room,  a  speech  is  to  be 


prepared  for  the  women  at  district 
meeting,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 
Amidst  it  all,  if  she  is  a  true  lover 
of  God  and  wants  above  all  else  to 
live  moment  by  moment  in  his 
presence,  the  time  is  hers  to  sit 
at  his  feet  and  learn.  If  she  fails 
in  this,  sooner  or  later  she  sadly  re- 
alizes her  strength  is  not  sufficient; 
her  preacher-husband  has  a  nervous, 
jittery  and  complaining  wife  and  the 
church  flock  is  minus  a  radiant  shep- 
herdess to  inspire  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  with  this  ever-present 
Help,  she  surprises  even  herself.  She 
has  done,  not  simply  what  she  could, 
but  she  has  done  what  she  couldn't." 
Her  rewards  are  priceless  —  souls 
won,  heartaches  eased  and  joys 
shared.  She  has  friends  from  coast 
to  coast  and  they  are  the  best  of 
people,  cultured,  refined  and,  most 
important  of  all,  they  are  good. 

When  our  young  minister  son  de- 
cides to  take  unto  himself  a  help- 
meet,   I    hope    he    does    not    feel 


ashamed  to  ask  her  to  be  the  wife 
of  a  minister.  I  recently  told  a 
young  Bethany  student,  "A  minister 
should  never  be  ashamed  to  ask  his 
lady  love  to  share  his  lot  in  the 
ministry.  It  is  the  greatest  honor 
that  can  be  paid  her." 

"When  I  grow  up,"  said  our  little 
three-year-old,  "I'm  going  to  be  a 
preacher's  wife."  Then  she  added, 
"I  want  to  be  a  mother  and  have 
little  children  too."  Through  these 
years  she  has  observed  the  laughter 
and  the  tears  of  such  a  one.  Should 
she  some  day  say  "I  do"  and  joy- 
ously become  mistress  of  a  manse,  I 
should  feel  honored. 

Yes,  I  married  a  minister  and  I 
love  it!  My  spiritual  struggles  have 
been  many  and  I  have  in  no  sense 
achieved,  but,  for  the  sweet  fellow- 
ship with  the  Father  which  is  mine, 
I  say  "thank  you"  to  my  minister- 
husband  and  to  the  dear  saints 
throughout  the  Brotherhood,  who 
are  a  constant  challenge. 


The   Door   Is   Opening 


Ira  S.  and  Mary  G.  Petre 

Chibuk,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 
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AN  AFRICAN  father  became 
angry  with  God's  greatest  gift 
known  to  him,  his  child.  He 
drove  it  from  his  home.  The  child 
was  forced  to  spend  the  night  in 
the  bush  in  darkness  and  fear.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  child  was  de- 
voured by  a  hyena. 

The  father  later  came  into  con- 
tact with  Christianity  through  med- 
ical help  given  to  him  and  his  fam- 
ily, friendly  contacts  and  the 
preached  Word.  This  year  he  has 
sent  a  son  to  school  saying  that  he 
wanted  his  son  to  progress  as  other 
children. 

A  second  father  drove  his  twelve- 
year-old  son  out  because  he  wanted 
to  attend  school.  The  son  went  for- 
ty-two miles  to  Garkida  to  school. 
After  a  number  of  weeks  the  father 
came  to  our  house  begging  us  to 
help  him  take  his  son  back  home. 
He  agreed  to  allow  the  boy  to  at- 
tend school  later  on.  Sometime  later 
the  boy  did  return  to  school  but 
only  after  having  been  beaten  by 
the  father  in  his  endeavor  to  keep 
the  son  from  attending  school.  The 
father  said,  "You  choose  either  your 
home  or  the  school."  The  boy  has 
chosen  the  school.  A  fine  Christian 
teacher  has  come  to  his  assistance. 
The  father  continues  to  breathe  out 
threatenings  on  his  son  and  the 
Christian  way. 


To  our  people  here  school  is  very 
definitely  a  part  of  the  church  since 
Bible  is  taught  there. 

One  Saturday  night  an  old  witch 
doctor  came  to  our  house  because 
his  daughter  was  sick.  We  arose 
from  sleep  and  listened  to  his  story. 
He  told  us  he  had  tried  every  medi- 
cine he  knew  and  failed.  We  gave 
him  enough  medicine  to  last  until 
morning. 

Early  the  next  morning  before 
going  to  hold  church  services  in  a 
village  ten  miles  away,  I  rode  out 
to  see  the  sick  daughter  and  supply 
her  with  more  medicine. 

After  a  few  days  of  continued 
treatment  the  woman  was  well. 
Word  came  to  us  by  our  dispenser, 
a  nephew  of  the  old  witch  doctor, 
that  the  latter  was  showing  a  new 
attitude  toward  the  work  of  the 
mission.  He  said,  "If  I  had  my  life 
to  live  over  now  I  would  enter 
school  and  learn  the  work  of  a  dis- 
penser." 

This  old  man  is  now  quite  a  regu- 
lar attendant  at  church  services. 
One  encouraging  aspect  of  the  work 
here  is  that  a  number  of  older  people 
are  attending  services. 

Pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work 
in  the  heart  of  our  older  people  and 
win  them  to  Christ.  If  we  can  win 
the  parents  the  children  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  follow. 


. 


Even  Cows  Can  Fly! 

Continued  from  page  15 

lo,  Venezuela.  This  .  center  lies  in 
a  valley  containing  thousands  of 
acres  of  fertile  land.  The  Martin 
Strates  and  the  Orville  Shermans 
are  the  B.S.C.  workers  located  here. 

To  date,  their  work  has  consisted 
primarily  in  planning  and  supervis- 
ing the  conversion  of  an  old  sugar 
refinery  at  the  center  into  a  modern 
dairy  barn.  They  have  been  engaged 
also  in  laying  plans  for  distribution 
of  a  part  of  the  heifers  and  off- 
spring among  refugee  farmers  after 
they  have  been  resettled  upon  small 
tracts  of  land.  Part  of  the  animals 
will  make  up  the  dairy  herd  which 
will  provide  milk  for  the  refugees  at 
the  center. 

There  are  many  contributions 
which  are  possible  through  an  agri- 
cultural mission  type  of  project  such 
as  this.  Plans  are  in  the  process  of 
formation  to  introduce  directly,  to 
both  immigrants  and  natives,  im- 
proved farming  methods.  The  opera- 
tion and  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
connection  with  the  center  may  pro- 
vide part  of  this  educational  pro- 
gram. 

There  are  many  problems  to  be 
faced  and  overcome  in  rendering  a 
service  to  these  people.  The  refugee 
comes  from  a  background  and  cul- 
ture which  is  quite  foreign  to  that 
found  in  Venezuela.  Our  workers 
mentioned  that  oftentimes  a  real 
need  has  been  for  someone  who  will 
listen  understandingly  and  sympa- 
thetically to  these  people  who  have 
endured  so  much  suffering  and  to 
encourage  them  to  take  heart  again. 

Undoubtedly  the  greatest  need  in 
Venezuela  today  is  the  birth  of  a 
new  morality  which  has  its  foun- 
dation in  the  Christian  concept  that 
we  are  our  brother's  keeper.  Where 
men  lack  a  sense  of  responsibility 
and  justice  toward  their  fellow  men, 
there  hope  indeed  is  dim.  The  agri- 
cultural mission  project  gives  prom- 
ise of  being  an  effective  tool  to  reach 
men's  hearts  and  lead  them  to  ac- 
ceptance of  these  Christian  princi- 
ples. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Southern  California  and  Arizona 
District   Conference 

The  sixty-second  conference  of  the 
Southern  California  and  Arizona 
District  convened  in  the  Santa  Ana 
church,  Oct.  13-16,  1949.  The  busi- 
ness session  was  in  charge  of  the 
moderator,  H.  L.  Ruthrauff.    Joseph 


Jennings,  pastor  of  the  Santa  Ana 
church,  was  elected  moderator  for 
1950.  The  delegates,  numbering 
forty-three,-  accepted  the  invitation 
to  hold  the  1950  conference  in  Glen- 
dale,  Ariz. 

Bro.  Leland  Brubaker,  secretary 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Commission, 
was  present.  He  spoke  at  several 
meetings,  then  delivered  the  closing 
address  on  Sunday  evening.  A  com- 
bined choir  sang  several  numbers, 
under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  Robert 
Walker.  —  Burton  E.  Forney,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  secretary. 

Southern    Ohio    Women's    Camp 

On  Sept.  14  women  from  ages 
twenty-four  to  eighty-one  left  their 
homes  and  family  responsibilities 
behind  them  to  enjoy  the  experi- 
ences of  camping  for  two  days  at 
Camp  Sugar  Grove,  Ohio.  This  was 
the  first  women's  camp  ever  to  be 
held  in  the  Southern  Ohio  District. 
There  were  eighty-nine  full-time 
campers  and  twenty-two  daytime 
campers.  They  represented  thirty 
congregations.  The  campers  met 
with  fifteen  teachers  and  interest 
group  leaders   in  profitable   classes. 


These,  with  a  devotional  period  each 
day  and  campfire  and  vesper  service, 
comprised  the  more  serious  part  of 
camp  life. 

The  women  with  active  children 
and  home  management  problems 
will  long  remember  the  freedom 
from  daily  schedules.  It  was  a  great 
experience  in  fellowship  among 
Christian  women  of  all  ages,  and  an 
experience  which  can  be  repeated 
annually  with  much  profit. 

Unusual  items  of  interest  in- 
cluded: a  parade  of  aprons  modeled 
by  their  designers;  a  one-act  play 
with  an  all-women  cast  which  was 
prepared  and  produced  at  the  camp; 
a  choral  group;  a  practical  demon- 
stration of  party  favors;  the  making 
of  shell  decorations  and  jewelry;  and 
an  entertaining  book  review  was  giv- 
en by  our  dean,  Rachel  Keltner. 

Seven  campers  were  over  seventy 
years  of  age  and  four  were  under 
thirty.  Plans  for  the  camp  were 
made  by  Mrs.  Moyne  Landis,  district 
president,  and  the  cabinet.  The 
teachers  were  Minnie  Bright,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Fisher,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher,  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Long  and  Mrs.  Walter  Stine- 
baugh.  —  Mrs.  John  Long,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 


About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


How  io  Teach  Ihe  Bible.  Joseph 
M.  Gettys.  John  Knox  Press,  1949. 
164  pages.    $2.00. 

At  last  here  is  a  practical  book 
for  Sunday-school  teachers  and  min- 
isters who  want  to  teach  the  Bible 
more  effectively  to  young  people 
and  adults.  It  begins  where  we  are 
and  goes  into  the  regular  lessons. 
It  has  possibilities  for  making  the 
Sunday  school  a  real  school  for 
learning  to  practice  Bible  teachings. 
The  point  of  view  will  fit  well  into 
Brethren  uses,  with  the  minor  ex- 
ception of  an  illustration  or  so. 
Don't  say  that  you  can't  be  an  effec- 
tive teacher  until  you  have  given 
this  book  a  chance  at  you. — Ernest  G. 
HofJ. 

Give     Me     Thy     Vineyard.      Guy 

Howard.       Zondervan,      1949.       288 
pages.    $3.00. 

The  scene  is  laid  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains  a  few  years  ago.  Hiram 
Jackson,  an  innocent  outlaw  wanted 
for  the  murder  of  a  representative 
of  an  electric  comparer  which  was 
changing  life  in  the  mountains,  re- 
mained in  hiding  near  his  home  for 
almost  five  years  until  the  actual 
murderer  was  found.  Among  his 
staunch   friends   during   this   period 


was  his  fiancee,  Rose  Gurney,  and 
the  man  who  was  both  preacher  and 
schoolteacher  in  the  community. 
Through  their  influence  Hiram  be- 
came a  Christian  upon  being  cleared 
of  the  charges  against  him.  The  plot 
carries  those  requisite  qualities 
which  hold  the  reader's  interest.  The 
narrative  is  told  in  a  free,  rather 
colloquial  manner.  The  characteri- 
zation of  the  mountain  people  is  re- 
alistic and  sympathetic.  The  author 
is  the  "walkin'  preacher  of  the 
Ozarks";  his  novel  is  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize  in  the  Zondervan 
$10,000  International  Fiction  Contest. 
— Ora  W.  Garber. 

The  Cousins.  Helen  Foster  Ander- 
son. Augustana  Book  Concern,  1946. 
198   pages.    $2.00. 

The  story  of  a  happy  and  whole- 
some summer  for  the  girls  and  boys 
of  a  little  Swedish  community. 
Their  buoyant  faith,  and  their  daily 
care  of  little  lame  Birget  was  re- 
warded when  she  actually  walked 
again.  The  reader  is  aware  of  mean- 
ingful character  development  in  the 
story,  influenced  much  by  self-for- 
getting Astrid. — Genevieve  Crist. 
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Anniversary 

and    Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary- 
Mr.    and    Mrs.    Jasper    Sherck    of    New 
Paris,   Ind.,   celebrated   their   fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  at  their  home,  where  over 


200  guests  called  to  wish  them  well. 

Brother  and  Sister  Sherck  are  deacons  in 
the  church.  They  have  also  served  the 
church  as  Sunday-school  teachers  for  many 
years.  Bro.  Sherck  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  music,  and  has  served  the 
church  in  that  capacity.  The  couple  have 
always  been  faithful  and  active  members 
in  the  work  of  the  church. 

Brother  and  Sister  Sherck  have  the  fol- 
lowing children:  six  sons,  Truman  and 
Jasper,  Jr.,  of  Middlebury,  Ind.,  Willis, 
Harvey,  Noble  and  Arthur  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Roy  Mishler  of  To- 
peka,  Ind.,  Mrs.  Dan  West  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
Stark  of  Goshen,  Ind.  They  also  have 
thirty  grandchildren  and  nine  great-grand- 
children.—Mrs.  Dan  West,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Anderson-McFadden. — Howard  Anderson 
of  Delphi,  Ind.,  and  Mae  McFadden  of 
Monticello,  Ind.,  Nov.  20,  1949,  in  the  Pike 
Creek  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Jay  J. 
Johnson,  Monticello,  Ind. 

Baker-Morrison. — Thomas  W.  Baker  and 
Carmelita  Morrison,  Nov.  26,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — Elmer  F.  John- 
son, Bartlesville,  Okla.  • 

Barber-Dearing. — Thomas  Barber  and 
Rosalie  Dearing,  both  of  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  in  the  Eversole  church,  Nov.  12,  1949, 
by  the  undersigned. — J.  Oliver  Dearing, 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Berkey-Gehman. — Irvin  K.  Berkey  and 
Hazel  J.  Gehman,  Nov.  25,  1949,  by  Bro. 
C.  H.  Gehman. — Mrs.  Wayne  Adkins, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Brumbaugh  -  Robertson.  —  Harold  G. 
Brumbaugh  of  San  Fernando,  Calif.,  and 
Marilyn  Fae  Robertson  of  Sacramento, 
Calif.,  Oct.  23,  1949.— Mrs.  Margaret  Eshle- 
man,  Del  Paso  Heights,  Calif. 

Burkepile-Massey. — Fred  M.  Burkepile  to 
Univae  Massey,  both  of  Fruitdale,  Ala., 
Oct.  5,  1949,  by  Bro.  Walter  Replogle,  at  his 
home. — Mrs.  Imo  Carpenter,  Fruitdale, 
Ala. 

Clark-Alien. — Myron  Clark  of  Clayton, 
Mich.,  and  Betty  J.  Alten  of  Hudson,  Mich., 
Nov.  12,  1949,  in  the  groom's  home,  by  the 
undersigned. — H.  H.  Hendricks,  Adrian, 
Mich. 

Craft-Clement. — Herbert  Craft  and  Ruth 
Clement,  both  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in  the 
Hollins  Road  church,  Oct.  23,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — A.  J.  Caricofe,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Crater-Clark. — Charles  Crater  of  Hudson, 
Mich.,  and  Vedetta  Clark  of  Clayton, 
Mich.,  Nov.  12,  1949,  in  the  bride's  home, 
by  the  undersigned. — H.  H.  Hendricks,  Ad- 
rian, Mich. 

Ghrist-Hostetler. — Edwin  Ghrist  and  Car- 
olyn Hostetler,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Sept. 
23,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Rayl-Neaihawk. — Alton  W.  Rayl  and  Lor- 
raine Neathawk,  both  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in 
the  Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke,  Nov.  14, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Ralph  E.  Shober, 
Roanoke,  Va. 
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Stauffer-Kaney. — James  L.  Stauffer  of 
Polo,  111.,  and  Helen  E.  Kaney  of  Bailey- 
ville,  111.,  Nov.  8,  1949,  in  the  bride's  home, 
by  Dr.  I.  L.  Schweitzer  of  Naperville,  HI. 
— B.  Wayne  Crist,  Polo,  111. 

Strain- Warner. — Charles  E.  Strain  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  and  Esther  Jayne  Warner 
of  Union,  Ohio,  in  the  Salem  church,  Nov. 
23,  1949,  by  the  undersigned.— C.  C.  Sol- 
lenberger,  Union,  Ohio. 

Stum-Jumper. — Paul  Russell  Stum  and 
June  Barbara  Jumper,  both  of  Newville, 
Pa.,  Nov.  16,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Cyrus  B.  Krall,  Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Wright-McFalls.— William  L.  Wright  of 
Nace,  Va.,  and  Betty  Jane  McFalls  of  Hol- 
lins, Va.,  in  the  groom's  home,  Nov.  19, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Chester  I.  Har- 
ley,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Zell-Fox.— John  L.  Zell  and  Gladys  D. 
Fox,  in  the  Lititz  church,  Pa.,  Jan.  22,  1949, 
by  the  undersigned. — Jacob  T.  Dick,  Lititz, 
Pa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Elias  Long 

Elias,   son  of   Samuel   and  Mary  Elmira 

Tanner   Long,   was   born   near   Shellsburg, 

Iowa,   Dec.  8,   1856,   and  passed  away  Oct. 

5,  1949,  at  his  home 

in  Mt.   Morris,   HI. 

At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  because  of 
the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, he  was  called 
upon  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  o  f 
the  head  of  the 
family. 

In  1882  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Phena  Jane  An- 
derson. To  this  un- 
ion were  born  six 
children.  He  and 
his  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversary  in 
1932.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  in  1933. 

After  their  marriage,  he  and  his  wife 
moved  west  and  broke  and  improved  a 
quarter  section  of  virgin  prairie  near  Britt 
in  north  central  Iowa.  A  few  years  later 
both  he  and  his  wife  became  members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  They  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  and  Bro. 
Long  and  his  wife  assumed  leadership  in 
developing  a  congregation  in  this  new 
country.  There  they  labored  for  years  as 
respected  leaders  of  the  church.  When 
services  were  discontinued  because  of  the 
migration  westward,  they  placed  their  let- 
ters with  the  Greene  congregation  but  they 
continued  to  work  with  the  Evangelical 
and  United  Brethren  congregations. 

In  1915  they  retired  from  farm  work  to 
live  in  Mt.  Morris  so  they  could  be  near  a 
Brethren  church  and  college. 

He  is  survived  by  the  following:  five 
children,  Henry  L.  and  Emery  Q.,  both  of 
Britt,  Iowa,  Roy  C.  of  Freeport,  111.,  Har- 
vey L.  of  Mt.  Morris  and  Chicago,  111.,  and 
Mrs.  Lulu  Mae  Stouffer;  eleven  grand- 
children; and  fourteen  great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Mt.  Morris  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  F.  E.  McCune.  Burial  was  made 
in  the  Oakwood  cemetery. — Foster  B.  Stat- 
ler,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Ethel  Coppock 

Ethel  Coppock,  daughter  of  Columbus 
and  Calista  Tenny  Oaks,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  Dec.  26,  1881,  and 
died  Oct.  19,  1949,  at  her  home  in  Tipp 
City,  Ohio. 

In  1907  she  Was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elder  Claude  V.  Coppock.  In  1908  she  and 
her  husband  united  with  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1910  her 
husband  was  called  to  the  ministry  and 
she  faithfully  accepted  the  responsibility 
of  a  minister's  wife.  In  1922  she  and  her 
husband  answered  the  call  of  the  district 


mission  board  and  served  in  the  Bremen 
and  Circleville  missions  of  Southern  Ohio, 
and  at  Sidney,  Ohio. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  C.  V. 
Coppock;  a  foster  daughter,  Mrs.  Viola 
Baldwin  of  Cedarville,  Ohio;  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Zoe  Mills  of  Dayton,  Ohio;  four 
brothers,  Bert  and  Earl  Oaks  of  Tipp  City, 
Jesse  of  Troy,  Ohio,  and  Judson  of  West 
Milton,  Ohio;  six  grandchildren. — C.  V. 
Coppock,  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

Agnes  Royer  Schlotman 

Agnes    Schlotman,    daughter    of   Reuben 

and  Mary  Royer,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1856,  in 

Union   County,    Pa.     At    the    time    of    her 

death  she  was  nine- 

^    -    -  ,  ty- three     years     of 

age. 

When  she  was 
eight  years  old  her 
parents  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Il- 
linois. 
In  1872  she  was 
1  united  in  marriage 
I  to  Samuel  Schlot- 
man. To  this  union 
were  born  seven 
I  children.  In  1873 
they  moved  to  Cass 
County,  Nebr., 
where  they  lived 
for  nearly  twelve 
I  years.  In  1885  they 
moved  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating on  a  farm  near  Missouri  Valley, 
where  they  resided  until  1918,  when  they 
moved  into  the  city.  They  lived  there  un- 
til the  death  of  Bro.  Schlotman  in  1926. 
She  and  her  husband  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1921.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Sister  Schlotman 
made  her  home  on  the  old  home  place 
with  her  daughter,  Estella,  until  the  time 
of  her  passing. 

In  1880  she  and  her  husband  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Daily  devo- 
tions and  prayers  were  commonplace  in 
their  home.  In  1912  they  helped  organize 
the  Council  Bluffs  church,  Iowa.  Her  fav- 
orite pastimes  included  reading  the  Bible 
and  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

She  is  survived  by  the  following:  four 
daughters,  Mrs.  Dora  Haight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Cox  and  Mrs.  Estella  Clizbe,  all  of  Mis- 
souri Valley,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Laura  Kelly  of 
Hugo,  Colo.;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Anna  Earl  of 
Eagle,  Nebr.;  thirty  grandchildren;  sixty- 
seven  great-grandchildren;  and  eleven 
great-great-grandchildren.  Three  children, 
Mrs.  Rosa  Carper,  Fred  and  John  W.,  pre- 
ceded her  in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Missouri 
Valley  by  Bro.  Homer  Caskey  of  Council 
Bluffs.  Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Grove  cem- 
etery.— Mabel  Haight,  Missouri  Valley, 
Iowa. 

Buck,  Anna  Marlene,  daughter  of  Paul 
and  Myra  Landis  Buck,  was  born  Sept.  11, 
1933,  and  died  Nov.  14,  1949.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  parents,  three  sisters,  four 
brothers,  and  her  grandparents.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  Shanks  church  by 
Bro.  Harry  Aldinger,  assisted  by  Bro.  Noah 
Risser.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Bertha  M.  Shissler,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Delawder,  Richard  Carson,  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Melvinia  Ashenfelter  Delawder, 
was  born  Sept.  21,  1869,  and  died  Nov.  7, 
1949,  in  his  home  at  Lost  City,  W.  Va.  He 
was  first  married  on  Aug.  7,  1891,  to 
Elenora  Frances  Christman,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  forty  years  ago.  To  this 
union  were  born  nine  children.  On  March 
21,  1915,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Lovilia  Fitzwater.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  children  and  twenty-one  grand- 
children. He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned, and  his  elder,  Bro.  J.  C.  Kohne. 
— Joseph  M.  Mason,  Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Draper,  Lillie  Edith,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Miller,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1869, 
and  died  Nov.  23,  1949.  She  taught  school 
in  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  for  seven  years. 
On  Dec.  12,  1894,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Fred  Draper.    To  this  union  were 


born  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  on  Nov. 
19,  1947.  In  her  early  teens  she  became  a 
member  of  the  Ivester  church  and  for 
many  years  was  a  faithful  Sunday-school 
teacher.  She  called  for  the  anointing  serv- 
ice a  few  days  before  her  decease.  She 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  four  daughters, 
eighteen  grandchildren,  six  great-grand- 
children, two  sisters  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Ivester 
church  by  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey.  Burial 
was  in  the  Sheller  cemetery. — Mrs.  Kath- 
erine  Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Goghnour.  Harold,  was  born  June  7, 
1890,  at  King,  Pa.,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1949, 
at  his  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  the  former  Mary  Mock,  three 
sons,  five  daughters,  fifteen  grandchildren, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Services  were  held  at  the  home  by  the 
undersigned,  and  burial  was  in  the  Lower 
Claar  cemetery. — J.  Stanley  Earhart,  East 
Freedom,    Pa. 

Haldeman,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Risser  Mohler,  was  born  near 
Covington,  Ohio,  May  30,  1868,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Morrill,  Kansas,  Nov.  24, 
1949.  In  December  1888  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Joshua  M.  Eisenbise,  and  to 
this  union  five  children  were  born.  Her 
"husband  preceded  her  in  death.  On  Nov. 
26,  1927,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Dr.  W.  H.  Haldeman.  She  became  a  Chris- 
tian early  in  life  and  remained  faithful 
to  her  church  and  her  Master  until  her 
death.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
four  children,  fourteen  grandchildren, 
fifteen  great-grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  two  stepchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Morrill  church  by  the 
writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Morrill 
cemetery. — L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Holland,  Mattie,  was  born  June  5,  1874, 
at  Tyner,  Ind.,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  at  Leavenworth,  Wash.,  Oct. 
7,  1949.  She  united  with  the  church  in 
1921  and  remained  faithful  until  death. 
She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband 
and  one  son.  She  is  survived  by  four 
sons,  four  daughters,  sixteen  grandchil- 
dren and  six  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  undersigned. — 
John  R.  Peters,  Outlook,  Wash. 

Hollar,  Susan,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one    years.     She    was    a    member    of    the 


Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Green- 
mount  congregation,  Northern  Virginia. 
She  is  survived  by  several  children  and 
grandchildren.  Memorial  services  were 
held  in  the  Linville  Creek  church  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Robert  Hoover. 
— M.  J.   Craun,   Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Huffman,  James,  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Linville  Christian  church  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  I.  C.  Senger. 
Burial  was  in  the  near-by  cemetery. — M. 
J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Lechner,  Naomi,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Price,  was  born  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  Dec.  26,  1861,  and  died  Oct.  11,  1949. 
In  1879  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Joseph  S.  Lechner.  In  early  adulthood 
this  couple  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  For  more  than  fifty  years 
she  very  ably  assisted  her  husband  in  the 
lay  work  of  the  church  and  in  the  deacon's 
office.  The  husband  and  two  sons  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  one  son,  thirteen  grand- 
children, sixteen  great-grandchildren  and 
three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Crystal  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Elder  Samuel  Bollinger. 
Interment  was  in  the  Crystal  Township 
cemetery  beside  her  husband. — Wilmer  M. 
Lehman,  Crystal,  Mich. 

Lowe,  Floyd  Davis,  was  born  in  Shep- 
pard,  Va.,  June  18,  1892,  and  died  Nov. 
19,  1949.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Josie  Lowe.  He  was  married  to  Maud  Lew- 
alien  on  Nov.  2,  1915.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1917. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  ten  children, 
fifteen  grandchildren,  his  mother,  four 
sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Stanley  church  by 
Bro.  Rhett  Petcher  of  Rice  Lake.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Edson  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Nora    Winkler,    Stanley,    Wis. 

Miles,  Charles  Hezekiah,  son  of  Marshall 
and  Mary  Benjamin  Miles,  was  born  Dec. 
22,  1872,  in  Camp  Point,  111.,  and  died 
Nov.  9,  1949.  In  1898  he  was  married  to 
Edna  Deringer.  He  was  interested  in  the 
affairs  of  his  church.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  five  daughters,  one  son,  fourteen 
grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  one 
brother,  three  half  brothers  and  two  half 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
his  pastor,  Bro.  J.  A.  Strohm,  assisted  by 
the    pastor    of    the    Christian    church    of 
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Leonard,  Rev.  Smith  Terpining.  Burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. 
— J.  A.  Strohm,  Leonard,  Mo. 

Molsbee,  Opal  Irene,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  N.  A.  McCarty.  was  born  June 
21,  1904,  in  Summerville  County,  Texas, 
and  died  in  Nocona,  Texas,  Nov.  24,  1949. 
She  was  married  to  Glen  Allen  Molsbee  of 
Nocona  on  Dec.  23,  1923,  and  to  this  union 
three  daughters  were  born.  She  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  1918.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
three  daughters,  four  grandchildren,  her 
parents,  six  sisters  and  three  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Nocona 
church  by  the  pastor,  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Edward  Davis.  Burial  was  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — J.  A. 
Eby,   Nocona,  Texas. 

Moneyheffer,  Hall  Caroline,  was  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  in  1862  and  died 
Oct.  5,  1949,  near  Nappanee,  Ind.  Her 
husband,  Henry  Moneyheffer,  died  in  1933. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  three  daughters,  one  son,  twenty- 
one  grandchildren  and  twenty-seven 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Nappanee  church  by 
Bro.  LeRoy  Fisher.  Burial  was  in  the 
Union  Center  cemetery. — Mrs.  Hazel 
(5rasz,   Nappanee,   Ind. 

Pryor,  Theopolis  Calvin,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Louise  Kline  Pryor,  died  at  his  home 
near  Wolfsville,  Md.,  Nov.  23,  1948,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  seven  daughters,  four 
sons,  two  sisters,  five  brothers  and  several 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Grossnickles  church,  where  he 
had  been  a  member  for  many  years,  by 
Bro.  McKinley  Coffman,  assisted  by  C. 
Basil  Grossnickle  and  the  writer.  Burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. 
— Samuel   D.    Lindsay,   Hagerstown,   Md. 

Riiienhouse,  Harley  Deforest,  son  of 
Jesse  and  Alma  Harmon  Rittenhouse,  was 
born  Nov.  24,  1883,  near  Overbrook, 
Kansas,  and  died  Nov.  8,  1949.  in  Ottawa, 
Kansas.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
one  sister,  two  nephews  and  one  niece. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  McVey's 
mortuary  in  Ottawa  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery 
west  of  Centropolis,  Kansas. — J.  M.  Ward, 
Ottawa,   Kansas. 

Studebaker,  Charles,  son  of  David  and 
Adeline  Bowers  Studebaker,  was  born  in 
Douglas  County,  Kansas,  and  died  in  the 
University  of  Kansas  hospital  in  Kansas 
City,  Kansas,  Nov.  27,  1949,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  He  is  survived  by  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Lamb  funeral  home  in  Ottawa,  Kansas, 
by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  cemetery  west  of  Centropolis. 
—J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Swiharl,  Earl  H.,  son  of  Nathan  and  Ro- 
seta  Yeager  Swihart,  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1887,  near  Argos.  Ind.,  and  died  Oct.  3, 
1949.  in  the  Memorial  hospital  in  South 
Bend.  Ind.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  as  a  youth.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ivy  Moneyheffer  at 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  March  12.  1917.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  three 
sons,  one  brother,  one  sister  and  six 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Nappanee  church  by  Bro.  S.  W. 
Longenecker,  the  pastor,  and  burial  was  in 
the  South  Union  cemetery  near  Nappanee. 
— Mrs.  Hazel  Grasz,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Swilzer,  Charles,  was  born  in  Felton 
County,  111.,  July  20,  1877,  and  died  Nov. 
12,  1949.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  when  very  young.  He  served 
as  Sunday-school  teacher  and  superin- 
tendent as  well  as  on  boards  of  local 
churches.  He  was  also  correspondent  and 
agent  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  and 
agent  for  the  Brotherhood  Insurance  Com- 
pany. On  Dec.  26.  1897.  he  was  married  to 
Georgia  Virginia  Bussell,  and  to  this  union 
eleven  children  were  born.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  eight  children,  twenty-two 
grandchildren  and  fourteen  great-grand- 
children.    Funeral    services    were    held    in 
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the  Ferris  Center  Disciples  of  Christ 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Elder  Samuel  Bollinger.  Interment  was 
in  the  Ferris  Township  cemetery. — Wilmer 
M.  Lehman,  Crystal,  Mich. 

Weaiherford,  Grace  A.,  was  born  in 
Kingsport,  Tenn.,  Oct.  7,  1892,  and  died 
there  Nov.  8,  1949.  She  is  survived  by  her 
mother,  one  son,  one  sister,  two  brothers 
and  one  granddaughter.  Her  husband  died 
Oct.  31,  1948.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Oakley  church.  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman  con- 
ducted the  funeral  services  at  the  Daw- 
son and  Wikoff  funeral  home  in  De- 
catur, 111.  Burial  was  in  the  Point  Pleasant 
cemetery  near  Long  Creek,  111. — Idabelle 
Hood,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Wogaman,  Grover  Cleveland,  son  of 
Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Moul  Wogaman, 
was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  15, 
1885,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Horatio, 
Ohio,  Nov.  22,  1949.  On  Oct.  29,  1908,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Naomi  Warner, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren. He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
wife  and  one  son.  He  is  survived  by  eight 
children.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Oakland  church  with  Elder  Law- 
rence Kreider  officiating,  assisted  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Oakland 
cemetery.  —  Moyne  Landis,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio. 

Young,  Simon,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth Young,  died  at  his  home  in  Hartville, 
Ohio,  Nov.  13,  1949,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann  Heckman  on  Dec.  1,  1885.  His  wife 
died  on  May  14,  1897,  and  their  only  son 
passed  away  on  Feb.  22,  1931.  On  Dec. 
3,  1899,  he  was  married  to  Celesta  Ann 
Kinsley,  who  preceded  him  in  death  June 
14,  1934.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children.  He  is  survived  by  four  children 
and  thirteen  grandchildren.  He  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  February 
1916.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Hartville  church  by  the  undersigned.  In- 
terment was  in  the  near-by  Peace  ceme- 
tery.—Glen  M.  Baird,  Hartville,  Ohio. 
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California 

Los  Angeles,  Calvary. — During  the  past 
year  twenty-three  members  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  church.  Our  church,  which 
was  seriously  damaged  by  fire  in  Decem- 
ber 1947,  has  been  rebuilt  and  is  now  clear 
of  debt.  Two  young  men  of  the  congre- 
gation, Paul  Armantrout  and  Dick  Mason, 
are  serving  as  part-time  assistants  to  the 
pastor  and  as  directors  of  club  work.  A 
part-time  parish  worker,  the  undersigned, 
is  assisting  in  church  visitation.  The  Hi- 
BY  group,  under  the  leadership  of  Harold 
Cessna,  has  increased  in  attendance  in  a 
remarkable  way  and  meets  every  Sunday 
evening  in  the  junior  chapel.  The  college 
BY,  under  Bro.  Royal  Glick,  continues  very 
active.  Three  Brownie  troops  meet  in  our 
basement  each  week  and  released-time  re- 
ligious education  classes  from  the  local 
school  use  our  church  each  week.  As  a 
part  of  our  program  of  expansion,  we  have 
taken  over  two  of  our  church-owned  apart- 
ments to  be  used  as  classrooms.  The  men's 
brotherhood  has  enjoyed  supper  meetings 
and  programs  each  month.  The  women's 
work  organization  is  busy  sewing,  quilting, 
doing  relief  work,  etc.  Our  Sunday  eve- 
ning service,  The  Hour  of  the  Evening 
Star,  is  held  at  six  and  is  followed  by  the 
two  BY  groups.  Our  pastor,  H.  L.  Ruth- 
rauff,  was  elected  to  the  1950  Standing 
Committee  at  our  Southern  California  and 
Arizona  district  conference.  Our  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  was  observed  on  Nov.  13, 
with  Bro.  Harold  Fasnacht,  president  of 
La  Verne  College,  as  the  speaker  and  the 
girls'  string  trio  from  the  college  and  the 
Calvary  choir  furnishing  the  music.  A 
dramatized  historical  sketch  was  prepared 
by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff  and  was  presented 
by  several  of  the  members.— Barbara  Bob- 
inet,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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Sacramenio. — The  junior  department  of 
the  Sunday  school  has  raised  funds  enough 
to  buy  a  goat  for  Okinawa.  A  rally  day 
program  was  presented  by  the  children  of 
our  Sunday  school.  A  Negro  group  joined 
with  us  in  our  love  feast  and  at  a  later 
time  presented  a  Sunday  afternoon  mus- 
ical program  for  us.  In  appreciation  for 
the  help  we  had  given  them  in  outfitting 
their  choir  with  robes  the  offering  lifted 
was  given  to  us.  An  every-member  can- 
vass has  been  made  and  a  copy  of  Deep- 
ening the  Spiritual  Life  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  each  person.  Brother  and  Sister 
L.  A.  Blickenstaff,  missionaries  on  fur- 
lough, were  with  us  Nov.  22  and  23  and 
showed  slides  of  their  church  work  in 
India.  On  Nov.  27  we  had  our  Thanksgiv- 
ing service  and  an  offering  was  lifted  for 
home  missions.  At  the  evening  service  a 
reading,  Thanks  Given  on  a  Red  Table- 
cloth, was  given  by  Sister  Ruth  Robbins 
and  a  picture  of  our  Africa  mission  field, 
Piercing  the  Shadows,  was  shown.  On  the 
morning  of  Dec.  4  a  pageant,  Lullabies  of 
the  World,  was  presented  by  the  sisters  of 
the  church.  Our  various  Sunday-school 
groups  have  been  sponsoring  projects  to 
raise  funds  to  be  used  in  the  furtherance 
of  Christian  welfare.  The  church  secured 
a  Sunday-school  bus  and  has  only  a  very 
small  unpaid  balance  remaining.  Our  pro- 
gram chairman  is  working  toward  a  mean- 
ingful Christmas  program. — Mrs.  Margaret 
Eshleman,  Del  Paso  Heights,  Calif. 

Illinois 
Batavia. — A  new  pulpit  Bible  and  a  fifty 
dollar  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Wright 
of  Canada  in  memory  of  her  parents  were 
recently  dedicated.  Some  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  front  of  the  church. 
The  junior  class  will  report  on  its  study  of 
the  Bible  at  the  Christmas  season.  Moving 
pictures  are  shown  one  Sunday  evening  a 
month.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  sent  600  pounds 
of  clothing  and  100  pounds  of  soap  for  re- 
lief. We  have  given  $175  towards  a  new 
furnace  for  the  parsonage  and  $25  to  a 
refugee  camp  and  are  forming  a  fund  to 
install  a  new  organ  in  the  church  for 
Christmas.  We  filled  Christmas  towels  for 
children  overseas. — Mrs.  Alfred  Hunt,  Ba- 
tavia, 111. 

Indiana 
Pittsburg. — We  met  in  council  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Lewis  Deardorff,  presiding  and 
elected  church  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Cross  of  La  Porte  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  our  rally  day  services.  His 
singers  also  furnished  the  music  both  aft- 
ernoon and  evening.  Bro.  Dolar  Ritchey  of 
Hollansburg,  Ohio,  held  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival for  us.  Seven  persons  were  received 
for  baptism.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  making 
garments  for  relief.  We  sent  several  boxes 
of  clothing  and  five  kits  for  relief  and  are 
helping  the  needy  at  home.  Our  young 
people's  group  is  working  hard.  The  Sun- 
day school  is  working  on  the  Christmas 
program. — Mrs.  Bertha  Wilsey,  Flora,  Ind. 

Iowa 
Panther  Creek. — Ralph  Smeltzer  was 
with  us  one  evening  and  told  of  his  work 
in  Austria.  Mrs.  Clara  Li  K'an  and  her 
son,  Kelly,  were  with  us  one  Sunday.  Sis- 
ter K'an  brought  us  interesting  messages 
both  morning  and  evening.  The  men's 
work  has  remodeled  and  redecorated  the 
parsonage.  Several  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  at  the  Stover 
Memorial  church  in  Des  Moines.  Brethren 
Bob  West,  Maurice  Messamer  and  Roy 
Crouse  were  our  delegates.  A  recent  re- 
port from  our  Brethren  Service  center 
credits  us  with  580  pounds  of  clothing,  214 
pounds  of  grease  and  167  pounds  of  mis- 
cellaneous articles  for  relief  for  1949,  be- 
sides several  new  garments  from  New 
Windsor,  which  were  finished  and  returned. 
Our  women  canned  fifty-seven  quarts  of 
peaches  for  the  old  folks'  home.  We  ob- 
served World-wide  communion  Sunday 
with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  E.  Miller, 
preaching.  One  member  has  been  added 
to  the  church.  One  of  our  youth,  James 
Sheaffer,  who  had  been  serving  at  the 
Brethren  Service  center  at  New  Windsor, 
is  now  in  Germany  helping  with  Brethren 
Service    reconstruction    work    there.     The 


father    and   son   banquet    was    held    with  ■ 
Bro.  Dale  Brown  of  the  Stover  Memorial  . 
church  in  Des  Moines  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Book  recently  observed   j 
their  sixty-fifth  wedding  anniversary.    The   : 
Dallas    Center    church,    with    Bro.    Walter 
Royer  as  leader,  had  charge  of  our  C.  W. 
hour    one    Sunday    evening.     The    Panora   j 
church  was  also  represented  and  the  film. 
Shepherd  of  India,  was  shown.    Two  car-  f 
loads  of  children's  workers  and  young  peo-   , 
pie    attended    the    regional    conference    at 
McPherson.    Union  Thanksgiving  services  j 
were  held  at  our  church  with  Rev.   Clar-   [ 
ence  Thiele  of  the  Adel  Methodist  church 
delivering  the  message.    Our  home  mission 
offering  was  $149.82.    Recently  our  church 
was  guest  of  the  Dallas  Center  church  at   i 
an  evening  service,  song  festival  and  fel- 
lowship hour.    Our  church  met  in  an  all- 
day    meeting   on    Dec.    1    for    our    regular 
business.     Bro.    Bob    West    and   Mrs.    Paul 
Miller   were   elected   delegates   to   Annual 
Conference. — Nettie  H.  Reiste,  Adel,  Iowa. 

Nebraska 

Beatrice. — Several  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  district  conference  at  Enders 
and  our  delegates,  Bro.  Swigart  Miller  and 
Sister  Delores  Arterburn,  brought  back 
very  interesting  reports.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  2.  One  of  our  Sunday- 
school  boys  was  baptized  after  the  preach- 
ing service  prior  to  the  love  feast.  The 
first  Wednesday  night  of  each  month  is 
all-church  night,  when  the  members  meet 
at  the  church  for  a  social  time.  The  dif- 
ferent Sunday-school  classes  take  their 
turn  in  planning  the  program  and  serving 
refreshments.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
Thursday  afternoon  of  each  week  to 
quilt.  They  have  also  tied  several  com- 
forters for  relief.  On  Nov.  20  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  met  for  a  covered  dish 
supper.  After  supper,  John  Harmon 
showed  the  sound  film,  The  Prodigal  Son. 
— Susan  Roelofsz,  Beatrice,  Nebr. 

Ohio 

Center. — The    junior    church    has    been 

very  active.  They  have  sent  seventy-five 
dollars  for  the  care  of  lepers  besides 
several  CARE  packages.  They  have  also 
gathered  enough  sales  tax  Stamps  to'  pur- 
chase a  record  player  for  their  worship 
services.  Brethren  Willis  Kurtz  of  Kent, 
M.  M.  Taylor  and  Elmer  Frick  have 
brought  the  messages  on  the  two  Sundays. 
Five  persons  have  been  baptized  since  our 
last  report.  Our  communion  service  was 
held  Oct.  5  with  Bro.  Grubb  in  charge. 
Family  night  was  observed  in  October. 
The  sound  motion  film,  Reaching  From 
Heaven,  was  shown.  Bro.  Robert  Sherfy 
held  evangelistic  services  on  Oct.  23-30. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  sewing  old 
and  new  relief  garments  and  quilting. 
They  sent  fourteen  pieces-for-peace  pack- 
ages to  New  Windsor.  These  packages 
were  dedicated  at  the  November  family 
night.  The  men's  work  has  reorganized. — 
Mrs.  Grace  Glass,  Louisville,  Ohio. 

East  Nimishillen. — Five  persons  were 
baptized  on  the  Sunday  following  decision 
day.  The  men's  project  of  rebuilding  a 
dwelling,  that  had  previously  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  for  the  Ivan  Yoder  family 
has  been  completed.  Three  bags  of  cloth- 
ing were  packed  and  sent  for  foreign  re- 
lief by  the  ladies'  aid.  The  young  people 
and  intermediates  have  made  the  church 
basement  a  suitable  worship  center  for 
their  morning  devotional  period.  Our 
home-coming  was  held  on  Oct.  9  with  Bro. 
William  H.  Beahm,  dean  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Bro.  C.  C.  Louder  of  the  Black  River 
church  held  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meet- 
ings for  us. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh,  Hart- 
ville, Ohio. 

Ft.  McKinley. — Four  members  have  en- 
tered our  fellowship  through  letter  and 
five  by  baptism.  Our  giving  is  above  that 
of  last  year.  In  the  year's  mission  em- 
phasis a  mission  play  was  presented  by 
the  young  people  and  we  invited  the  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  church  to  an  interchurch 
fellowship.  Bro.  Harold  Miller,  pastor  at 
the  Piqua  church,  led  our  evangelistic 
efforts  this  fall.  Our  congregation  has 
purchased  a  six-room  house  on  two  acres 


of  land  as  our  parsonage.  Following  some 
remodeling  and  redecorating,  our  pastor 
and  his  family  have  moved  into  the  house. 
Sept.  25  was  dedicatory  Sunday.  Dr. 
Norman  Wine  delivered  the  address  and 
open  house  was  observed  in  the  afternoon. 
During  the  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
Landis  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galen  Paul  were 
elevated  to  the  deaconship.  Our  women's 
work  program  is  growing  through  study 
and  service.  1950  is  a  promising  year  for 
us. — Lois  Teach  Paul,   Dayton,   Ohio. 

Lick  Creek. — We  held  our  communion 
on  World  Communion  Sunday  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Edward  Kintner,  presiding.  At 
a  meeting  on  Oct.  5  plans  were  laid  for 
personal  visitation  evangelism  in  our- 
church  area.  Bro.  Lichty,  retired  mis- 
sionary to  India,  spoke  to  us  on  Oct.  4. 
Our  home-coming  service  was  held  on 
Oct.  23  with  Bro.  Leonard  Custer,  pastor 
of  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  Ind.,  as  the 
guest  speaker.  The  ministerial  association 
of  the  county  sponsored  a  chapel  at  the 
Williams  CouAty  fair.  Films,  organ 
music,  worship  periods  and  religious 
literature  proved  an  effective  means  of 
bringing  religion  to  the  attention  of 
many  attending  the  fair.  Our  pastor  par- 
ticipated and  a  number  of  Brethren  films 
were  shown.  The  Homemakers  Sunday- 
school  class  sent  a  special  offering  for 
the  Florida  hurricane  sufferers.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker,  spoke  at  a 
harvest  meeting  in  the  Pine  Creek  church, 
Ind.  The  women's  work  canned  for  relief 
250  quarts  of  peaches,  which  were  donated 


from  the  Stombaugh  orchard.  They  col- 
lected much  used  clothing  and  packed 
eleven  personal  packages  for  overseas  re- 
lief at  one  aid  meeting.  Our  newsletter 
celebrated  its  first  anniversary.  It  is  pub- 
lished monthly  by  our  pastor,  his  wife  and 
helpers.— Mrs.  Crystal  Moore.  Bryan,  Ohio. 
New  Carlisle. — The  work  of  remodeling 
our  church  building  is  progressing  very 
nicely.  When  finished,  a  nursery  and 
Sunday-school  and  social  rooms  will  have 
been  added.  A  picture  window  and  the 
planting  of  new  shrubbery  have  added 
to  the  outward  appearance.  The  men's 
work  has  been  active  in  helping  to  pro- 
mote the  building  program.  We  are  meet- 
ing in  the  school  auditorium  for  worship 
at  the  present  time.  Our  Sunday-school 
attendance  has  been  increasing  steadily 
and  the  spiritual  life  and  activities  of  the 
church  membership  have  been  growing 
under  the  leadership  and  personal  work 
of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Sherfy. 
Several  persons  have  been  added  to  the 
church  membership  by  baptism  and 
letter  during  the  year.  A  junior  choir  of 
about  thirty  children  has  been  organized. 
The  movie  projector,  which  was  recently 
purchased,  has  been  very  valuable  in  pro- 
moting relief  work,  peace  and  temperance 
programs.  Two  German  students  are  liv- 
ing in  the  homes  of  two  of  our  families 
this  year.  They  have  been  helpful  in 
establishing  better  international  relation- 
ships. Several  displaced  persons  from 
neighboring  communities  have  visited  our 
Sunday   school   recently    and    have    given 
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us  very  interesting  information.  As  a 
Thanksgiving  project,  our  children's  de- 
partment donated  241  cans  of  milk  to  be 
sent  to  the  needy  children  of  Europe. 
Friendship  packets  were  sent  to  the 
European  children  for  Christmas  and  other 
relief  projects  were  promoted.  The  Sun- 
day school  and  all  the  church  organiza- 
tions were  reorganized  for  the  new  year 
by  Oct.  1  and  a  new  church  directory  was 
published  and  sent  to  each  family.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro. 

C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  who  will  assist 
us  in  a  revival  meeting  in  March. — Mrs. 
Guy  E.  Studebaker,  New  Carlisle.  Ohio. 

Painler  Creek  and  Red  River. — Our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Byron  Miller,  and  his  wife 
have  begun  their  work  here.  Several 
members  of  the  Red  River  church  and 
neighbors  helped  to  harvest  the  fall  crops 
for  the  John  Fox  family  because  of  an 
accident  in  the  family.  Bro.  Miller  and 
his  family  are  moving  into  the  former 
Honeyman  property,  purchased  by  the 
churches  for  our  new  parsonage.  Several 
of  our  young  people  have  been  attending 
meetings  of  the  Southern  Ohio  District 
for  the  past  several  weeks  and  will  con- 
clude with  a  youth  rally  on  Nov.  27  at 
the  Lower  Miami  church  with  Bob  Mc- 
Fadden  as  the  speaker.  The  adult  work- 
ers' meeting  was  held  at  the  Brookville 
church  with  Bro.  James  Renz  of  Chicago 
as  the  speaker.  We  are  continuing  our 
100%  Messenger  club.  The  ladies'  aids 
of  both  churches  have  been  busy  making 
clothing  and  comforters  and  quilting. 
Several  towel  kits  were  sent  overseas. 
Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  was  with  us  on  Nov.  19. 
Our  pastor  has  been  conducting  a  Bible 
study  and  prayer  meeting  each  Wednes- 
day evening.  Our  pastor  will  conduct  re- 
vival meetings  at  Red  River  Nov.  27 — Dec. 
4. — Mrs.  Cora  Spitler,  Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Springfield  (N.  E.  Ohio) — Every  family  In 
the  Springfield  church  will  receive  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  The  church  and  Sun- 
day-school treasuries  will  split  the  cost 
of  the  subscriptions.  Bro.  Dale  Ardys 
Young  was  licensed  to  the  ministry.    Bro. 

D.  R.  McFadden  of  the  East  Chippewa 
church  conducted  the  licensing  ceremony. 
Our  church  building  has  been  raised  off 
the  foundation  while  the  basement  is 
being  enlarged.  Sunday  morning  services 
are  being  held  in  the  near-by  Roosevelt 
grade  school.  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  former 
president  of  Bridgewater  College,  will 
hold  meetings  here  for  one  week  during 
Lent.  Ten  of  our  members  are  attending 
weekly  leadership  training  classes  at  the 
Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  church 
in  Akron.  Annual  union  Thankgsiving 
services  were  held  at  the  Mogadore 
Methodist  church  with  Rev.  Raymond 
Wreath,  pastor  of  the  Mogadore  Church 
of  Christ,  as  the  speaker.  Russell  and 
Elizabeth  Young  are  our  representatives 
to  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Protestant 
Juvenile  Protective  League  in  Akron.  Bro. 
Boyd  Xutz,  who  is  home  after  a  year  at 
Port  Elizabeth,  Africa,  conveyed  greetings 
from  the  Caperoad  Baptist  church  there. — 
Mrs.    Luella    Cordier,    Mogadore,    Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Pleasant  Plains. — Our  home-coming  was 
held  Oct.  16,  with  Bro.  McAuley  of  Mc- 
Pherson  College  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  Nov.  6.  The 
presence  of  Brother  and  Sister  Albert  Wil- 
liams of  Thomas  added  much  to  the  serv- 
ice. Our  pastor.  Bro.  Harold  Correll.  and 
his  wife  attended  the  regional  conference 
at  McPherson  during  the  middle  of  No- 
vember and  two  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  youth  retreat  just  preceding 
it.  Our  parsonage  now  has  a  roof  and 
windows  and  we  hope  to  have  it  ready 
for  dedication  early  in  1950.  It  is  being 
built  entirely  by  volunteer  labor.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  pre-Easter  meetings 
to  be  held  by  Bro.  Lester  Facan  of  Wiley, 
Colo.— Cecil   Ford,   Aline.    Okla. 

Pennsylvania 
Allenlown.— Bro.  Ammon  P.  Wenger  and 

his     family,     formerly     of     Muncie.     Ind.. 
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moved  to  Allentown  to  serve  as  our  new 
pastors.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Oct.  9, 
with  a  special  program,  by  the  children. 
Evangelistic  services  were  held  Oct.  30 — 
Nov.  6,  with  Bro.  Bernard  King  of  the 
First  church  of  York  as  the  evangelist. 
Three  persons  were  baptized  and  five 
were  received  by  transfer  of  letter.  Six 
cartons  of  clothing  were  collected  to  be 
sent  to  New  Windsor.  The  men's  and 
women's  work  annual  Christmas  party 
was  held  at  the  parsonage  on  Dec. 
3.  A  class  in  Bible  study  has  been  formed; 
it  is  at  present  studying  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  A  new  Sunday-school  class 
has  been  started  for  young  adults.  The 
church  has  received  a  gift  of  individual 
communion  glasses  and  tray  from  Brother 
and  Sister  Charles  Wolford.  Our  fall  love 
feast  was  observed  on  Nov.  27.  Bro.  Henry 
G.  Bucher,  dean  of  Elizabethtown  College, 
held  a  Bible  institute  in  our  church  on 
Nov.  20.— Mrs.  G.  R.  Saylor,  Kutztown,  Pa. 

Canaan. — Our  church  just  closed  a  very 
busy  and  successful  year.  We  had  a  week 
of  evangelistic  meetings.  We  are  very 
grateful  that  we  now  have  adequate  facili- 
ties to  conduct  our  own  love  feast.  The 
Canaan  church  is  one  of  seven  appoint- 
ments in  this  congregation.  We  have  a 
very  active  Sunday  school.  The  women's 
work  group  is  busy  making  bedding  and 
gathering  relief,  material.  Mrs.  Crum- 
packer,  missionary  to  China,  and  Virgil 
Finnell  were  recent  guest  speakers.  The 
church  officers  for  the  new  year  have  been 
elected.  At  present  the  young  people  are 
busy  working  on  their  Christmas  play. 
—Mrs.   Orpha   Collier,   Gibbons   Glade,  Pa. 

Conewago.— Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  were  Brethren  Earl  Eshleman  and 
Roy  Brandt.  Since  our  last  report,  two 
letters  of  membership  were  granted.  Eight 
of  our  women  attended  the  women's  work 
meeting  at  the  Middle  Creek  church.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  at  the  Bachmanville 
house  Oct.  1  and  2,  when  Brethren  M.  B. 
Mentzer  and  Ollie  Hevener  were  with  us. 
The  Longenecker  male  quartet  presented 
a  program  at  the  Bachmanville  house  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  2,  sponsored  by  the 
CBYF.  On  Oct.  9  a  temperance  sermon 
was  delivered  at  the  Conewago  house  by 
Bro.  Herbert  Wolgemuth.  On  Oct.  23  a 
German  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Grant  Umberger  of  Lebanon  and  German 
singing  was  led  by  Robert  Weiss  of  New- 
manstown  at  the  Conewago  house,  spon- 
sored by  the  men's  work  group.  On  Oct.  30 
a  missionary  sermon  was  delivered  at  the 
Bachmanville  house  by  Rev.  Elwood  Shel- 
ly.—Bertha  M.  Shissler,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

County  Line. — We  had  two  weeks  of  re- 
vivals, closing  with  our  love  feast  on  Oct. 
9.  Our  revivals  were  conducted  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  E.  Q.  Gleim.  Two  persons 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 
and  two  by  letter.  The  100th  anniversary 
of  the  church  was  held  with  approximately 
eighteen  ministers  and  former  pastors  par- 
ticipating. A  Thanksgiving  play,  The  First 
Thanksgiving,  written  by  our  pastor,  was 
presented  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  20.  We 
are  preparing  a  Christmas  program  to  be 
presented  Christmas  night.  Our  ladies'  aid 
has  done  some  sewing  and  is  working  on 
quilts.— Olive  M.  Nedrow,  Jones  Mills,  Pa. 

Fairview. — Five  juniors  have  been  bap- 
tized. On  Oct.  23  we  had  a  home-coming 
and  observed  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  dedication  of  our  church  house. 
Bro.  Virgil  C.  Holsinger  of  Millvale,  Pa., 
who  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Fairview  church,  preached  the  morning 
sermon.  Our  afternoon  speaker  was  Mrs. 
Sannie  Shelly  Beery,  formerly  of  Fair- 
view,  who  gave  a  history  of  our  church 
activities.  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Juniata  Col- 
lege delivered  the  evening  message.  Bro. 
Paul  Brumbaugh  and  Mrs.  Ernest  A. 
Brumbaugh  represented  our  church  at  the 
district  meeting  held  in  the  Woodbury 
church.  In  our  quarterly  meeting  on 
Nov.  28  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ernest  A.  Brum- 
baugh, was  re-elected  presiding  elder  and 
John  Loose,  Homer  Pheasant  and  Allison 
Brumbaugh  were   elected  to   the  office  of 
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deacon. — Mrs.  Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh,  Wil- 
liamsburg,  Pa. 

Farminglon-Bethel  and  Wharton  Fur- 
nace.— The  Bethel  church  observed  a 
home-coming  service  with  Bro.  B.  B.  Lud- 
wick,  a  former  pastor,  as  the  morning 
speaker  and  Rev.  Charles  Sumey  of  Wi- 
nona Lake,  Ind.,  as  the  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning speaker.  For  the  first  time  the  Bethel 
church  elected  its  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  so  they  could  take  office  on 
Oct.  1.  The  writer  was  elected  Messenger 
correspondent.  At  the  last  district  meet- 
ing of  Western  Pennsylvania  the  Bethel 
church  petitioned  that  we  become  a  sep- 
arate congregation  from  the  Markleysburg 
circuit.  The  petition  was  granted  and  here- 
after we  shall  be  known  as  the  Farming- 
ton-Bethel  church  to  distinguish  us  from 
other  churches  named  Bethel.  Our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  were  Mrs. 
Ruth  Umbel,  Charles  Baxter  and  Pastor 
W.  C.  Sell.  We  now  have  an  active  men's 
brotherhood  and  ladies'  aid.  Our  adult 
class  is  also  very  active  in  church  and 
community  affairs.  A  young  married  peo- 
ple's class  is  being  formed  and  will  have 
its  first  class  session  on  Jan.  1.  The  church 
held  a  Thanksgiving  service  on  Thanks- 
giving Eve  with  Supt.  Arnold  Hager  in 
charge.  Our  pastor  held  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival service  in  the  Wharton  Furnace 
church  Nov.  6-20.  Special  music  and  dele- 
gations from  surrounding  churches  kept 
the  interest  high.  As  a  result  of  the  meet- 
ings, nine  persons  were  baptized  and  two 
await  the  rite.  Carl  Snyder,  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Wharton  Furnace 
church,  was  called  by  death.  A  youth  fel- 
lowship has  been  formed.  They  presented 
a  Thanksgiving  program,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  turkey  dinner.  The  Fayette 
County  Sabbath  School  Association  have 
elected  two  of  the  Wharton  Furnace  mem- 
bers and  our  pastor  to  the  county  execu- 
tive board.  On  Nov.  27  district  No.  9  held 
a  Sunday-school  rally  in  the  Wharton  Fur- 
nace church  with  Bro.  Meade  M.  Snyder, 
Fayette  County  president,  delivering  the 
message.  Our  pastor  was  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  the  state  convention  at  Johnstown.  Both 
churches  are  preparing  for  Christmas  pro- 
grams and  are  taking  part  in  the  com- 
munity Christmas  tree  events. — Alice  Sell, 
Farmington,  Pa. 

Johnstown,  Roxbury. — We  were  happy  to 
have  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Blough 
with  us  recently.  Bro.  Blough  delivered 
a  missionary  address  at  the  morning  serv- 
ice. Since  our  last  report,  we  have  re- 
ceived into  the  church  twelve  by  bap- 
tism and  one  by  letter.  Our  missionary 
society  is  planning  to  support  a  mission- 
ary, Bro.  Herbert  Michael,  in  Africa.  We 
also  have  given  a  home  to  a  DP  family, 
consisting  of  a  father,  mother  and  five 
children.  We  are  making  plans  to  cele- 
brate the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  or- 
ganization of  our  church  on  Dec.  4.  The 
new  pipe  organ  will  be  installed  in  the 
church  sometime  after  the  first  of  the 
year. — Mrs.  Mabel  Lambert,  Johnstown, 
Pa. 

Lebanon. — Oct.  2  was  our  communion 
day  with  Elder  Phares  J.  Forney  of  the 
East  Petersburg  church  as  the  speaker  in 
the  morning.  He  also  presided  at  the  com- 
munion service.  Seven  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  follow- 
ing a  week  of  special  services  conducted  by 
Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis.  On  Oct.  4  we  held  our 
semiannual  business  meeting  and  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected. 
The  missionary  union  service  was  attended 
by  twelve  of  our  women.  At  this  service 
101  bundles  were  brought  and  consecrated 
for  relief.  Our  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  installed  at  the  regular  morn- 
ing service  on  Oct.  16  by  our  pastor,  Carl 
W.  Zeigler.  In  the  evening  the  Lititz 
church  choir  presented  a  musical  program 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Robert  Sollen- 
berger.  Our  pastor  had  charge  of  the 
church  service  at  our  county  home  and  the 
junior  choir  sang  several  numbers.  The 
Lebanon  County  Sunday-school  Associa- 
tion held  a  dinner  conference  in  our  social 
rooms.  Many  of  our  church  members  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  in  the  Middle 
Creek  church.  Our  delegates  were  Iram 
Lentz,  David  Stauffer,  Mrs.  George  Frantz 


and  Mrs.  Stanley  Kettering.  Our  church 
members  accompanied  the  choir  to  the 
Lititz  church,  where  they  presented  an 
entire  evening  of  song  and  instrumental 
solos.  Mary  Brubaker  and  Anthony  Stran- 
garity  were  married  by  the  pastor  in  our 
church. — Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Lititz. — On  the  evening  of  Sept.  4  we 
were  privileged  to  have  Sister  Velva  Jane 
Dick,  returned  missionary  from  Africa  and 
sister  of  our  pastor,  with  us.  Sister  Dick 
gave  a  talk  and  showed  slides  of  the  work 
being  done  there.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Quinter 
Miller  were  our  guests  on  Sunday-school 
promotion  day.  A  preaching  mission  was 
held  in  our  church  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Lititz  ministerium.  Rev.  John  R.  Waser 
of  Bethlehem  was  the  speaker  at  these 
meetings.  Bro.  David  Albright  of  Eliza- 
bethtown was  the  leader  at  a  music  insti- 
tute Oct.  23.  A  clothing  and  pieces-for- 
peace  drive  was  sponsored  by  the  women's 
work.  Recently  the  senior  choir,  women's 
chorus  and  the  chapel  choir  presented  a 
musical  program  at  the  Lebanon  church. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  Leba- 
non church  choir  give  a  program  in  our 
church  a  couple  weeks  later.  The  Myers- 
town  church  presented  their  play,  The 
Pageant  of  the  Sowers,  to  the  Lititz  church 
recently.  Our  love  feast  was  held  the  first 
Sunday  in  November  with  our  pastor,  Eld- 
er Jacob  T.  Dick,  presiding.  Our  recent 
Brethren  Service  offering  amounted  to 
$344,  $79  of  which  were  given  by  the  young 
people  for  the  goat  fund.  The  peace  cara- 
van with  Bro.  Ralph  Dull  of  Brookville  as 
its  representative  was  in  our  church  Nov. 
25 — Dec.  2.  The  home  mission  offering, 
which  was  taken  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
will  be  given  for  the  building  of  the  new 
Jennersville  church.  A  Sunday-school  and 
church  workers'  banquet  for  the  churches 
of  Lititz  was  held  in  our  church  on  Dec. 
1.  Clara  Li  K'an  was  a  guest  speaker  in 
the  Lititz  church  recently.  The  men's 
work  organization  will  be  responsible  for 
the  relief  garden  project  next  year.  The 
annual  missionary  candlelight  service  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  4.  Our  speaker 
was  Sister  Grace  Clapper  of  Johnstown. 
Collectors  have  just  finished  a  drive  for 
the  proposed  educational  building  which, 
according  to  plans,  will  be  attached  to  the 
main  church  building.  A  special  collection 
was  taken  recently  for  the  organ  fund, 
making  the  total  in  that  fund  $2,000.  On 
Dec.  11  the  film,  Shepherd  of  India,  was 
shown.  On  Dec.  17  a  Christmas  party  was 
held  for  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school. 
On  Dec.  18  a  Christmas  musicale  was  pre- 
sented by  both  choirs  of  the  church.  On 
Dec.  15  the  young  people  baked  Christmas 
cookies  to  be  given  to  the  shut-ins  and 
the  sick.  On  Dec.  23  the  young  people 
went  Christmas  caroling.  On  January  1  a 
mission  film,  Sunrise  Over  Nigeria,  will  be 
presented.  On  Jan.  15  the  Elizabethtown 
deputation  team  will  bring  the  message. 
On  Jan.  22  a  musical  concert  by  a  quintet 
from  the  Curtis  school  of  music  will  be 
presented. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz, 
Pa. 

Little  Swatara. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
Oct.  7  and  8.  Brethren  Perry  Liskey  of 
Annville,  Berkey  Knavel  of  Myerstown 
and  Diller  Myers  of  Bareville  were  with 
us.  A  group  of  student  volunteers  from 
Elizabethtown  College  presented  a  pro- 
gram. Our  prayer  meetings  are  well  at- 
tended. The  young  people  had  charge  of  a 
Sunday  evening  program  with  Rev.  Mayer 
from  Shartlesville  as  the  speaker.  Bro. 
Galen  Kilhefner  of  Elizabethtown  was  the 
instructor  at  our  Bible  institute.  The 
Chiques  quartet  presented  a  musical  pro- 
gram. At  the  present  time  there  is  one 
DP  family  in  cur  congregation.  On  Oct. 
23  our  neighboring  congregations  pre- 
sented a  program  of  music  at  our  church. 
—Betty   Snyder,   Bethel,   Pa. 

Lower  Claar. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct. 
23,  with  Elder  D.  I.  Pepple  presiding,  and 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Pepple  was  elected  elder  for  the  thir- 
tieth year.  Bro.  Elmer  Ebersole  of  the 
Dunnings  Creek  church  closed  a  two 
weeks'  revival  on  Oct.  16.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  Oct.  30.  Mrs.  Lloyd  E.  Walter  and 
Mrs.  Fred  L.  Walter  were  our  delegates  to 


the  district  meeting  at  the  Woodbury 
church  on  Oct.  20.  Several  women  from 
our  church  attended  the  women's  work 
meeting  on  Oct.  19  at  the  Woodbury 
church.  We  gave  a  donation  of  soap  for 
relief  at  the  women's  work  meeting. — Mrs. 
Fred  L.   Walter,   Claysburg,   Pa. 

Marsh  Creek. — Since  our  last  report, 
nine  members  have  been  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism,  three  by  letter 
and  one  was  reclaimed.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlos- 
ser  held  one  week  of  revival  meetings 
at  the  Marsh  Creek  house  on  Oct.  31 — Nov. 
6.  The  work  of  the  church  is  progressing 
very  nicely.  Bro.  Robert  W.  Knechel  is 
our  pastor.  The  young  people  sponsored 
an  evening  meeting  for  soap  for  relief. 
Six  members  of  our  women's  group  at- 
tended the  week  of  women's  camp  at 
Camp  Swatara.  Thirty-nine  pieces  were 
given  for  the  pieces-for-peace  project. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  2,  with 
Elder  Michael  Kurtz  presiding.  The  pastor 
and  Walter  A.  Keeney,  Jr.,  served  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  A  tes- 
timonial service  was  held  at  the  Marsh 
Creek  house  in  honor  of  Elder  B.  F. 
Lightner  in  recognition  of  his  work  and 
contributions  to  the  church. — Mrs.  Walter 
A.  Keeney,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Martinsburg. — Since  our  last  report,  one 
person  was  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.  Paul  Dilling,  Glenn  Rhodes  and 
Edwin  Bridenbaugh  and  their  wives  were 
installed  into  the  office  of  deacon.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson,  preached  a 
series  of  sermons  on  Conversion  and  on 
Cures  for  the  Soul's  Diseases.  We  have 
made  108  cut  garments  and  given  four 
large  bundles  of  pieces  for  peace  to  relief 
and  the  Sunday-school  primary  department 
gave  twelve  washcloth  kits  for  children  of 
Europe.  The  church  contributed  to  the  dis- 
trict's call  for  a  piece  of  soap  from  every 
member.  Prayer  meetings  are  being  held 
weekly  in  the  homes.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  at  Woodbury  on  Oct.  20 
were  Bro.  G.  B.  Wineland  and  Sisters  Min- 
nie Kensinger,  Esther  Wineland  and  Irma 
Dilling.  Bro.  William  Kinsey,  crayon  artist 
and  Bible  teacher,  held  a  week's  meeting 
Oct.  23-30.  The  district  men's  banquet  was 
held  at  our  church  on  Nov.  2,  with  Bro. 
Paul   Robinson   as   the   speaker.     A   union 


mission  study  class  is  being  held  in  our 
church.  The  book  being  studied  is  Japan 
Begins  Again.  Children's  mission  classes 
are  being  held  on  Sunday  evenings  with 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Wilson  as  the  director.  A 
teachers'  training  class  is  being  taught  by 
Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery.  On  Nov.  13  the  Friend- 
ship Sunday-school  class  presented  a 
Thanksgiving  program  at  the  old  folks' 
home.  Elder  Fred  R.  Zook,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  congregation  died  Nov. 
20.  He  was  a  minister  for  forty-one  years, 
serving  as  presiding  elder,  pastor  and  evan- 
gelist at  different  periods  and  places.  Nine 
babies  have  been  consecrated  since  our 
last  report.  Mrs.  Clara  Li  K'an,  a  Christian 
from  our  China  mission,  gave  an  interest- 
ing and  instructive  address  in  our  church 
on  Nov.  22.  Mrs.  Helena  Kruger,  Bro. 
James  Renz,  national  director  of  temper- 
ance, and  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman,  former  pas- 
tor, have  spoken  in  our  church  since  our 
last  report. — Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Martinsburg, 
Pa. 

Mingo. — A  two  weeks'  evangelistic  serv- 
ice was  held  by  Bro.  Howard  Bernhard 
of  Florin,  Pa.,  Sept.  25— Oct.  9.  As  a  re- 
sult, ten  people  received  the  rites  of  bap- 
tism. At  our  last  council  two  church  let- 
ters were  granted.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  were  Brethren  Ralph  Jones 
and  Harry  Hartley.  Our  Thanksgiving 
service  was  held  at  Mingo  with  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Hess  bringing  the  message.  Both  Sun- 
day schools  are  planning  Christmas  pro- 
grams but  the  service  on'  Christmas  Day 
will  be  held  at  Skippack.  The  Sunshine 
class  planted  three  acres  of  corn  this  sum- 
mer which  yielded  a  fine  crop.  This  corn 
is  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  will  go 
toward  the  Mingo  building  fund. — Mrs. 
Paul  List,  Royersford,  Pa. 

Sipesville. — On  Oct.  5  we  met  in  coun- 
cil and  elected  our  church  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter,  our 
pastor,  was  elected  to  serve  his  ninth  term 
as  elder.  Our  revival  services  were  held 
Oct.  10-23,  with  Bro.  I.  Clifford  Paul  of 
Meyersdale  as  the  evangelist.  Thirteen 
persons  were  baptized  and  seven  letters 
were  received.  The  men's  work  is  spon- 
soring the  Messenger  club.  Union  Thanks- 
giving services  will  be  held  Nov.  23  at  the 
Casbeer  Lutheran  church.    Bro.  Showalter 
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will  deliver  the  message.  Bess  Darr,  A.  G. 
Maust  and  Roy  Wolford  were  our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  at  Windber.— 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Maust,  Sipesville,  Pa. 

Unionlown. — At  our  quarterly  council 
meeting  officers  were  elected  for  the  year. 
Five  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
regional  youth  conference  at  the  Palmyra 
church.  Fourteen  of  our  members  repre- 
sented this  church  at  the  district  meeting, 
Oct.  26  and  27,  in  the  Windber  church.  We 
participated  in  the  city  national  Christian 
teaching  mission  Oct.  27 — Nov.  3,  with  Dr. 
H.  Leroy  Brininger,  staff  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Council  of  Churches,  as  the 
guest  leader  for  our  church.  Fifty -five 
members  assisted  in  taking  a  religious 
census  of  the  city  on  the  afternoon  of  Oct. 
30.  Bro.  Perry  L.  Huffaker  conducted  a 
week's  preaching  mission  for  us  Nov.  13-20. 
A  very  impressive  communion  service  con- 
cluded the  week's  meetings.  Nine  young 
people  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism. — Mrs.  Pearl  Cunningham,  New 
Salem,  Pa. 

Waynesboro. — At  the  autumn  meeting  of 
our  women's  work  organization  the  play 
entitled  The  Golden  Thread  was  presented. 
We  observed  World  Communion  Sunday  by 
having  our  preparatory  service  in  the 
morning  and  our  love  feast  in  the  evening. 
At  our  missionary  association  meeting  on 
Oct.  5  Marion  Ecker  told  us  of  some  of 
her  experiences  in  a  work  camp  in  Austria 
this  summer.  She  was  an  exchange  teach- 
er in  England  last  year.  On  the  evening  of 
Oct.  16  Rachel  Bowers,  who  spent  a  year 
in  volunteer  service  work  at  the  Hawick 
Scotland  Bernardo  home  for  children,  told 
of  the  life  and  work  of  Dr.  Barnardo.  the 
founder  of  these  homes,  which  today  num- 
ber ninety-one   in  the  British  Isles.    At  a 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  418.  Wanted:  Woman  to  keep  house 
and  care  for  two  children  for  working, 
widowed,  mother.  Write:  P.  O.  Box  934, 
Newport  News,  Va. 

No.  419.  Wanted:  Secretary.  Midwest 
F.  O.  R.  Shorthand,  typing  essential.  In- 
terest in  pacifism  preferred.  Salary  $170  a 
month.  Write:  A.  G.  Watson,  Room  601, 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicago  11,  111. 

No.  420.  Wanted:  An  elderly  lady,  in- 
valid or  convalescent  to  care  for  in  my 
Brethren  home  for  weekly  wages.  Experi- 
ence and  18  months  training.  Write:  Opal 
V.  Rantz,  Roann,  Ind. 

No.  421.  Wanted:  Brethren  sister  would 
like  working  for  board  for  one  year  and 
raising  poultry  on  shares.  Write:  Lillie  J. 
Fox,  Houghton  Lake,  Star  Route,  Mich. 

No.  422.  For  sale:  15  senior  choir  robes, 
white  tops  and  black  bottoms.  Write:  Mrs. 
Fern  Thornton,   Huron   St.,   Toledo,   Ohio. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  Reference  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow.  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296.  Buchman,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin.  111. 
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schoolhouse  on  Oct.  29.  The  proceeds  were 
used  to  help  pay  for  seats  for  the  church. 
On  Oct.  23  twenty-five  of  our  young  people 
and  their  Sunday-school  teacher,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Morefield,  enjoyed  a  bus  trip  to  Na- 
tural Tunnel,  Va.  They  took  a  program  to 
a  colored  church  on  Nov.  6. — Mrs.  Harrison 
Kilday,  Greenville,  Tenn. 

Virginia 

Aniioch. — Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller  has  been 
our  pastor  for  one  year.  The  parsonage 
was  dedicated  with  special  morning  and 
afternoon  services  and  a  basket  lunch.  Our 
pastor  preached  the  sermon  in  the  morn- 
ing and  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney  delivered 
the  dedicatory  address  in  the  afternoon. 
A  special  offering  in  cash  and  pledges 
amounted  to  $3,140.47.  The  remaining  in- 
debtedness is  $3,200.  Since  our  last  report, 
our  church  has  been  host  to  the  regional 
youth  workshop,  the  district  children's 
,T  workers'  conference  and  the  district  youth 

■^ame    " banquet.    A  series  of  six  evangelistic  serv- 
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business  meeting  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  16 
we  re-elected  our  pastor,  Bro.  George  L. 
Detweiler,  and  his  wife  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  20  our  youth 
fellowship  sponsored  a  piano  recital  by 
Zola  Mae  Shaulis,  seven-year-old  prodigy 
of  Millville,  N.  J.  The  World  Community 
Day  service  was  held  in  our  church  in  the 
afternoon  of  Nov.  4,  with  Rachel  Bowers 
as  the  guest  speaker.  Packets  of  pieces  for 
peace  were  presented  and  consecrated  for 
foreign  relief.  On  Nov.  6  we  united  with 
others  of  our  local  churches  in  a  union 
Reformation  Day  service.  The  offering  re- 
ceived at  our  service  on  the  morning  of 
Thanksgiving  Day  was  equally  divided  be- 
tween home  and  foreign  missions.  Bro. 
Wilfred  N.  Staufer,  pastor  of  our  church  at 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  was  the  guest  speaker  dur- 
ing our  evangelistic  meetings  Nov.  6-13. 
These  meetings  were  preceded  by  our 
evangelistic  visitation  campaign.  Eleven 
persons  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  one  on  former  baptism. — Sudie 
M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

West  Greentree. — Our  harvest  meeting 
was  held  in  a  barn  on  the  farm  of  Bro.  Roy 
Kaylor.  Twenty  ministers  took  part. 
Brother  and  Sister  Isaac  Earhart  of  Texas 
were  present.  The  offering  amounted  to 
$290.69.  Our  displaced  persons  family,  con- 
sisting of  a  father,  mother  and  two  chil- 
dren, arrived  in  October.  We  have  fixed 
a  home  for  them  and  they  have  started 
housekeeping  again.  Our  revival  at  Green- 
tree  with  Bro.  Phares  Forney  of  East  Pe- 
tersburg as  the  evangelist  closed  on  Nov. 
5.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  6  and 
7  with  Bro.  Forney  presiding.  Other  min- 
isters present  were  Brethren  Jessie  Hoff- 
man from  Mingo,  Samuel  Myer  from  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Benjamin  Stauffer  from 
Mastersonville.  We  raised  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  be  used  to  buy  cattle  for  Mexico. 
The  cattle  were  bought  and  will  be  deliv- 
ered, starting  Nov.  21.  Our  elder,  Bro. 
Abram  Eshelman,  will  accompany  the 
driver. — Mrs.  Ezra  Hess,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Windber. — Our  evangelistic  meetings 
were  held  Sept.  28— Oct.  9  with  Bro.  David 
K.  Hanawalt  as  the  guest  minister.  Eight 
were  baptized.  The  meetings  closed  with 
communion  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  9.  A 
rally  day  program  and  an  installation  serv- 
ice for  new  officers  were  held  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Oct.  2.  Missionary  Grace  Clapper 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  serv- 
ices on  Oct.  16.  The  district  meeting  was 
held  here  Oct.  26  and  27.  The  young  peo- 
ple from  the  Somerset  church  presented 
the  play,  What  Man  Hath  Put  Asunder,  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  23.  Bro.  Stewart  B. 
Kauffman,   pastor    of   the   Everett   church, 


delivered  the  morning  messages  on  Nov.  6 
and  13,  while  our  pastor  was  conducting 
services  in  the  Everett  church.  The  young 
people  presented  the  one-act  comedy,  Wil- 
lie Carves  the  Turkey.  Union  Thanksgiv- 
ing services  were  held  in  the  Windber 
Methodist  church  with  our  pastor  deliver- 
ing the  sermon.  Sister  Clara  Li  K'an  of 
China  spoke  at  the  evening  services  on 
Nov.  20. — Mrs.  Wayne  Adkins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Tennessee 

Mountain  Valley. — The  remodeling  of 
our  church  is  still  in  progress.  Mrs.  Caleb 
Gaby,  Mrs.  William  Morefield  and  her 
daughter  and  the  writer  represented  our 
church  at  the  district  women's  work  con- 
ference at  the  White  Horn  church  on  Oct. 
29.    Our  women   served   a   supper   at  the 


ices  have  been  held  at  the  outpoints  in  the 
congregation.  Forty-four  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
twelve  by  letter.  Several  of  our  members 
attended  the  district  conference  at  the 
Bassett  and  Mt.  Hermon  churches.  Thir- 
teen adults,  one  young  person  and  two 
children  have  joined  the  Fellowship  of 
Tithers.  The  men  of  the  church  raised 
$118.50  for  the  Pulaski  parsonage  project. 
At  the  last  men's  fellowship  supper  the 
film,  Answer  for  Anne,  was  shown.  We 
now  have  one  DP  family  in  our  congrega- 
tion. The  women  have  given  clothing, 
quilts,  feed  bags,  etc.,  for  relief.  The 
young  married  people's  Sunday-school 
class  enjoys  a  potluck  supper  and  discus- 
sion period  one  night  a  month.  At  our 
quarterly  council  Bro.  Z.  E.  Mitchell  was 
elected  elder  for  this  year.  An  installa- 
tion service  for  church  and  church  school 
officers  and  teachers  was  held  Oct.  2.  On 
the  fifth  Sunday  night  of  each  month  we 
have  union  services  with  the  Presbyterian 
and  Methodist  churches.  Bro.  Frank  Crum- 
packer,  pioneer  missionary  to  China,  had 
charge  of  our  communion  service  on  Nov. 
5.  Our  home-coming  was  held  Nov.  6. — 
Mrs.  R.  Elbert  Milliron,  Rocky  Mount,  Va. 


New  aids  to  using  the  Old  Book  .  . . 

How  to  Study  and  Use  the  Bible 

by  Park  Hays  Miller 

Introduces  the  Bible  as  a  collection  of  books  and  shows  how 
each  dovetails  into  a  record  of  God's  providence  and  grace. 
Reviews  the  whole  Bible  story.  Discusses  tools  for  Bible 
study — translations,  the  concordance,  the  atlas,  etc.  Gives 
sample  study  procedures  for  two  books,  Amos  and  Philip- 
pians.  Contains  practical  suggestions  for  the  Bible  teacher. 
Price,  $1.75. 

How  to  Teach  the  Bible 

by  Joseph  M.  Geitys 

A  practical  book  for  teachers  and  ministers  who  want  to 
teach  the  Bible  more  effectively.  Discusses  such  things  as 
preparing  to  teach  the  lesson,  preparing  the  pupils  to  learn, 
making  the  lesson  plan,  introducing  the  lesson,  using  illus- 
trative material,  and  bringing  the  lesson  to  life.  Its  view- 
points will  be  largely  approved  by  the  Brethren.  Price, 
$2.00. 
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But    I    60    €n    Forever 

THIS  river's  beginnings  are  in  the  snowbound  peaks  of  the  high  mountains.  Its  mouth 
is  a  thousand  miles  away  where  the  waves  beat  ceaselessly  upon  the  shore.  In  between 
it  leaps  and  plays,  turns  wheels,  waters  thirsty  land,  carves  rocks  in  the  heat  of  the  day 
and  carries  canoes  in  the  moonlight. 

Men  build  their  homes  on  its  banks  or  watch  twilight  reflections  in  its  ripples.  Years 
pass  by.  Governments  rise  and  fall.  Generations  come  and  go.  But  the  river  goes  on 
forever. 

God's  love  is  like  that. 

"And  out  again   I  curve  and  flow 
To  join  the   brimming  river, 
For  men  may  come  and  men   may  go, 
But  I  go  on  for  ever."— Tennyson 
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More  than  two  thirds  of  the  gro- 
cers of  America  refuse  to  sell  alco- 
holic beverages,  according  to  a  state- 
ment by  the  American  Business 
Men's  Research  Foundation.  The 
members  of  the  Independent  Gro- 
cers' Alliance  are  almost  solidly 
against  the  sale  of  beer  in  their 
stores.  Yet  only  six  states  forbid 
the  sale  of  beer  in  grocery  stores; 
twelve  others  ban  also  hard  liquors 
in  groceries  and  delicatessens. 

Rev.  Donald  J.  Walton,  pastor  of 
the  DeWitt  Memorial  church  in  New 
York's  lower  East  Side,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  were  signally  honored  for 
their  twenty  years  of  service  in  that 
neighborhood.  Four  hundred  of  their 
neighbors,  most  of  them  Jews,  feast- 
ed them  at  a  typically  Jewish  meal 
and  lavished  gifts  on  them  to  show 
their  affection.  The  tributes  were 
spoken  spontaneously  from  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  Rev.  Walton 
ministers  to  a  congregation  made  up 
of  twenty-one  nationalities.  On 
Jewish  holidays  the  bells  of  the 
church  ring  and  Hebrew  music  is 
played  through  records  and  an  am- 
plifier; on  Sunday  the  bells  call  the 
Christian  parishioners  to  worship. 


London  is  experimenting  in  cer- 
tain sections  with  the  "junk  play- 
ground." Copied  from  the  one  first 
laid  out  by  the  Copenhagen  workers' 
co-operative  housing  association,  this 
experiment  in  child  welfare  uses 
old  buildings,  derelict  autos,  build- 
ing rubble,  wheelbarrows  and  old 
tools  instead  of  the  conventional 
playground  equipment.  It  is  claimed 
to  be  effective  against  juvenile  de- 
linquency by  giving  play  to  the 
imagination  and  releasing  creative 
instincts.  (WP) 

A  racial  relations  program  was 
adopted  by  the  Southern  delegates 
of  fifteen  Protestant  denominations 
at  the  second  Southeastern  Inter- 
church  Convocation.  The  recom- 
mendations for  improving  racial  re- 
lations included:  working  to  correct 
mistakes  of  history  and  false  tra- 
dition, "upon  which  much  prejudice 
is  based";  encouraging  ministerial 
associations  to  become  interracial; 
close  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
Negro  and  white  Christians  in  ob- 
taining equality  of  educational  op- 
portunity; and  systematic  exchange 
of  ministers,  speakers  and  choirs  in 
Negro  and  white  churches. 


As  an  Englishman  Sees  the  U.  S. 


I  commence  this  article  with  the  admis- 
sion that  what  I  witnessed  in  America  with 
respect  to  what  has  been  called  the  "witch- 
hunt of  the  reds,"  made  a  deep  impression 
on  my  mind.  I  saw  how  easy  it  was,  once 
a  certain  attitude  to  communism  had  been 
adopted,  to  slide  rapidly  into  a  situation 
where  any  form  or  degree  of  radical  opin- 
ion on  social,  economic  or  political  affairs 
could  be  silenced  by  a  variety  of  methods, 
thus  doing  serious  damage  to  basic  human 
rights. 

I  discovered  that  the  American  mind  is 
peculiarly  prone  to  panic,  and  I  wondered 
why  this  was.  Eventually  I  came  to  cer- 
tain conclusions  on  the  matter. 

Probably  the  basic  reason  is  the  com- 
parative youth  of  the  nation's  history. 
Three  hundred  years  is  not  long  when  it 
comes  to  building  up  that  subtle  thing  we 
call  tradition  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  the 
most  powerful  factor  in  maintaining  the 
stability  of  a  civilization. 

But  there  are  other  factors  in  the  Ameri- 
can situation  which  have  made  the  build- 
ing up  of  tradition  a  most  difficult  process. 
One  is  the  rapid  rate  of  expansion  of  the 
population  during,  say,  the  last  hundred 
years,  and  especially  during  the  last  fifty. 
Another  factor  is  the  wide  variety  of  na- 
tions from  which  this  veritable  sea  of  im- 
migration  came. 

The  latter  was  associated  with  the  great 
trek  west,  with  gold  rushes,  land  grab- 
bings,  oil  discoveries,  etc.,  and  a  ■welter  of 
scrambling  for  advantage  and  money-mak- 
ing without  parallel  in   history. 

As  a  result,  the  United  States  today 
stands  alone  as  the  proud  possessor  of  im- 
mense natural  resources,  and  of  equally 
immense  bank  balances. 


At  the  moment,  the  United  States  is 
somewhat  startled  and  possibly  flattered  to 
find  herself  the  world's  only  valid  creditor 
nation,  yet  that  very  fact  compels  her  to 
support  by  her  natural  and  financial  re- 
sources, the  economy  of  many  anxious 
nations  in  the  West  and  in  the  East. 

Arising  out  of  this  astonishing  situation, 
the  American  people  are  the  victims  of  two 
major  fears,  which  in  turn  produce  a  third 
which  is  even  more  devastating. 

The  two  fears  are  these:  First,  that  the 
American  economy  may  also  collapse  in 
due  course,  and  possibly  at  no  distant  date, 
and,  second,  that  if  collapse  occurs,  no  one 
knows  what  can  be  done  about  it.  From 
these  two  fears  comes  a  third,  that  greatest 
of  American  bugbears,  the  fear  of  com- 
munism. 

Now  the  trust  of  most  Americans,  es- 
pecially businessmen  and  politicians,  in 
"progress"  and  "the  American  way  of 
life,"  is  so  profound  that  they  never  take 
thought  about  an  alternative  to  it.  Yet  it 
is  the  most  nebulous  thing  in  America:  it 
rests,  in  large  measure  on  values,  prin- 
ciples and  practices  that  are  fundamentally 
antisocial,  as  a  minority  of  Americans  well 
know. 

It  is  here  that  the  dangerous  vacuum  in 
the  American  mind  occurs,  and  its  existence 
unfits  the  United  States  for  world  leader- 
ship in  the  critical  decades  which  lie 
ahead.  Unless  that  vacuum  is  filled  with  a 
real  alternative  to  communism,  which  will 
also  be  an  alternative  to  "the  American 
way  of  life,"  American  politics  will  be 
moribund,  a  mere  defence  of  the  status 
quo,  the  failure  of  which  will  strengthen 
the  fear  of  communism  and  hasten  the  third 
war. — Wilfred  Wellock  in  Peace  News. 


The  crowded  Chinese  quarters  in 

Hong  Kong.    Here  East  and  West 

meet.    Note  the  advertisement  on 

the  wall 
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Global  Goodwill  Toor 
Touches  Twenty  Countries 


LONG  before  the  atomic 
bomb  fell  on  Hiroshima, 
Monroe  and  Isabel  Smith 
had  a  dream — a  dream  of  a  good- 
will trip  to  Japan  and  on  around 
the  world.  Last  summer  that 
dream  came  true,  but  not  with- 
out much  hard  work.  The 
Smiths  along  with  twenty-nine 
other  Americans,  and  a  Paki- 
stanian  student,  circled  the 
globe,  visiting  a  score  of  coun- 
tries and  four  island  possessions 
in  Asia,  Africa  and  Europe.  In 
seventy  days  we  covered  more 
than  30,000  miles,  mostly  by  air, 
but  during  our  stopovers  we 
traveled  by  boat,  train,  bus, 
truck,  streetcar,  subway,  jeep, 
cable  car,  camel,  donkey,  horse 
and  buggy,  jinrikisha,  and  bi- 
cycle and  afoot.  This  first  ven- 
ture of  its  kind  was  sponsored 
by  Youth  Argosy,  Inc.,  and  was 


personally  conducted  by  the 
Smiths,  who  founded  and  now 
direct  the  organization. 

We  Lived  Simply 

'  Unlike  ordinary  American 
tourists,  we  lived  simply.  On 
the  first  night  the  men  pressed 
their  sleeping  bags  and  air  mat- 
tresses (not  all  had  the  latter) 
into  service  on  a  concrete  ware- 
house floor  in  Oakland.  We  had 
mattressless  beds  in  the  Tokyo 
and  New  Delhi  YMCA's.  Often 
we  traveled  at  night,  sleeping  on 
the  plane.  In  Egypt  we  slept  un- 
der the  stars  at  the  base  of  the 
Pyramids  and  one  night  we 
spread  out  our  sleeping  bags  by 
the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Simple  living 
plus  the  hospitality  of  our  hosts 
kept  costs,  exclusive  of  air 
transportation,  to  $3.05  a  day 
per  person  from  Bradley  Field, 


Conn.,  to  Athens.  Accommoda- 
tions from  Rome  on  were  some- 
what more  expensive.  The  total 
cost  of  the  trip  without  extras 
was  $1,445.  We  used  our  col- 
lapsible bicycles  in  Oakland, 
Hawaii  and  Japan,  but  for  prac- 
tical reasons  stored  them  in  our 
summer  home  (a  DC-4  trans- 
port) the  rest  of  the  trip. 

We  were  a  motley  crew,  six- 
teen men  and  sixteen  women, 
ranging  in  age  from  seventeen  to 
fifty  years.  Coming  from  four- 
teen states  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  we  represented  various 
religious  and  occupational  back- 
grounds. Abdul  Ghafur  Sheikh 
from  Nairobi,  British  East  Af- 
rica, was  a  Moslem  and  the  only 
non-American  to  make  the  com- 
plete   trip.     There    were    four 
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Jews.  Among  the  others  who 
were  Protestant  were  four  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren: Artis  Andes,  a  schoolteach- 
er of  Fort  Defiance,  Virginia; 
Edward  P.  Hurt,  a  radio  station 
operator  of  Nampa,  Idaho;  Ruth 
Shenk,  a  U.  S.  food  inspector  of 
Sheridan,  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
present  writer  who  was  respon- 
sible for  the  educational  pro- 
gram of  the  world  flight.  Charles 
J.  Dorkins,  our  official  photog- 
rapher, and  Nurse  Flora  Evans 
were  Negroes. 

We  Tried  To  Understand 

Despite  our  diversity  there 
was  a  common  bond — a  genuine 
desire  to  see  and  to  understand 
people  in  faraway  places  with 
strange-sounding  names.  Some 
countries  were  torn  by  civil  war, 
others  were  occupied  by  foreign 
armies,  and  still  others  were  un- 
der religious  or  political  domi- 
nation. Every  land,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Switzer- 
land, was  suffering  from  World 
War  II  and  its  aftermath.  In 
short,  we  saw  a  world  which 
knew  no  peace,  a  world  living 
under  the  shadow  of  an  all-too- 
possible  conflagration  between 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  West. 

But  we  saw  more  than  coun- 
tries, we  saw  people — the  tur- 
bulent masses  of  the  Far  East 
who  are  shaking  off  the  shackles 
of  imperialism,  the  backward 
peoples  of  the  Arab  world,  who 
are  looking  desperately  to  the 
West  for  technical  know-how 
and  material  aid,  and  the  people 
in  Europe  who  are  trying  to  re- 
build a  shattered  civilization  be- 
tween two  worlds. 

We  talked  with  kings  and  beg- 
gars, with  prime  ministers  and 
coolies,  with  capitalists  and 
Communists,  with  university 
presidents  and  people  who  could 
not  write  their  names.  From  all 
we  tried  to  learn  and  to  under- 
stand. We  were  not  out  to  sell 
Coca-Cola,  Standard  Oil  or  the 
U.  S.  foreign  policy.  We  were 
overwhelmed  by  our  warm  wel- 
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come  in  all  countries.  Students 
entertained  us  and  served  as  our 
guides.  People  opened  their 
homes.  They  gave  us  gifts, 
urged  us  to  write  and  told  us 
to  come  back  again  "and  stay 
longer  the  next  time,  please!" 

We  saw  firsthand  the  excel- 
lent fruits  of  Christian  missions, 
especially  in  Japan,  Hong  Kong, 
Thailand  (Siam) ,  India  and  Iran 
(Persia).  We  talked  with  mis- 
sionaries and  YMCA  secretaries, 
who  were  our  major  contacts. 
They  told  us  that  Christianity 
"out  here"  as  at  home  had  failed 
to  reach  the  working  classes.  The 
church  was  too  often  identified 
with  the  dying  imperialism  of 
the  white  man.  Karl  Marx  has 
a  tremendous  influence.  The 
younger  churches  are  being  put 
to  the  test  under  the  impact  of 
rising  nationalism  on  one  hand 
and  the  industrialization  of  an- 
cient feudal  cultures  on  the  oth- 
er. 

The  Far  East 

Taking  off  from  Bradley  Field, 
Conn.,  early  on  July  10,  we  flew 
westward  with  stops  at  Denver 
and  Oakland,  giving  twenty-five 
Swiss  youth  hostelers  a  free  hop 
to  California.  Hawaii  with  its 
variety  of  racial  groups  living  on 
a  nonsegregated  basis  is  a  good 
example  for  the  mainland.  Em- 
phasizing the  desirability  of 
statehood,  President  Gregg  M. 
Sinclair  of  the  University  of 
Hawaii,  commented  ironically, 
"Well,  I  guess  we  are  not  mature 
enough;  we  haven't  had  a  race 
riot  yet!" 

After  a  short  stop  at  Wake 
Island,  where  we  saw  the  skulls 
of  some  of  the  18,000  Japanese 
who  were  said  to  have  starved 
during  the  U.  S.  war  blockade, 
we  pushed  on  to  occupied  Japan. 
We  were  met  by  Tokyo  students 
who  acted  as  guides  and  inter- 
preters. We  visited  the  Great 
Buddha  at  Kamakura  and  the 
city  of  Nikko.  Several  of  us  had 
a  conference  with  Prime  Minis- 
ter Shigeru  Yoshida  and  spoke 
over  Radio  Tokyo. 

As  we  landed  in  the  British 


colony  of  Hong  Kong,  the  Chi- 
nese Communists  were  driving 
toward  Canton,  just  seventy 
miles  away.  Crown  reinforce- 
ments were  arriving  almost  dai- 
ly. In  the  Chinese  quarter  of 
the  city  I  saw  people,  masses  of 
humanity,  piled  on  top  of  one 
another — working,  eating,  sleep- 
ing, selling,  buying,  gambling, 
singing  and  dancing  in  the  nar- 
row streets.  Before  leaving  this 
colorful  place  we  picked  up  a 
Norwegian  missionary  teacher 
and  took  her  on  to  Copenhagen. 
Thailand,  a  backward  Bud- 
dhist country,  is  much  like 
southern  China.  We  introduced 
something  new  in  the  capital 
city  of  Bangkok  (population,  1,1 
000,000) ;  one  of  our  boys  took 
over  the  piano  in  a  restaurant 


Four  Brethren  Members  of  the  Tour 

Left  to  light:    Ernest  Lefever.  Ruth  Shenk, 
Artie  Andes  and  Edward  P.  Hurt 

and  we  did  the  Virginia  Reel  to 
the  delight  of  both  manager  and 
guests. 

In  India  we  stopped  at  Cal- 
cutta, a  seething  city  of  human- 
ity and  cows,  and  at  New  Delhi. 
In  Calcutta  we  visited  the  Gan- 
dhi Memorial  on  the  banks  of 
the  sacred  Ganges.  One  of  the 
top  experiences  of  the  summer 
was  a  two-hour  chat  with  Prime 
Minister  Pandit  Nehru,  as  we 
sat  about  on  the  floor  of  his 
Delhi  home  drinking  tea. 

The  Middle  East  and  Israel 

Leaving  Karachi,  we  flew  to 
Teheran,  the  capital  of  Iran, 
staying  at  a  Presbyterian  mis- 
sion. We  did  everything  from 
studying  how  a  Persian  rug  is 
made  to  having  an  informal  vis- 
it with  His  Majesty,  Mohammed 
Raza  Pahlavi,  king  of  Iran.   He 


served  us  ice  cream  as  we  sat 
beneath  the  trees  of  his  palace 
garden.  Two  Iranian  students 
joined  us  and  came  to  America. 

In  Egypt  we  slept  by  the  Gizeh 
Pyramids,  as  5,000  years  of  his- 
tory looked  down  upon  us.  Be- 
fore crawling  into  our  sleeping 
bags,  we  climbed  to  the  top  of 
the  second,  singing  American 
songs  in  the  moonlight  as  armed 
guards  walked  back  and  forth 
on  the  Sahara  sand  "protecting" 
us  from  bandits. 

Flying  north  from  Cairo  we 
saw  the  green  Nile  valley,  the 
life  belt  of  that  ancient  culture. 
We  had  to  stop  at  Cypress  be- 
fore landing  in  the  Jewish  state 
of  Israel;  visitors  are  not  permit- 
ted to  enter  directly  from  an 
enemy  Arab  country.  Jerusalem 
was  divided  between  two  war- 
ring camps,  the  holy  places  be- 
ing under  Arab  rule.  The  U.  S. 
consul  told  me  there  was  one 
chance  in  a  hundred  that  we 
could  cross  the  truce  line.  I 
tried.  We  did  the  "impossible" 
and  were  deeply  rewarded.  We 
also  visited  Nazareth,  Tiberias, 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  modern 
Tel  Aviv.  The  Jews  have 
brought  Western  culture  to  Pal- 
estine and  have  made  the  desert 
bloom,  but  what  right  have  they 
to  take  the  land  away  from  an- 
other people? 

Behind   the   Iron   Curtain 

We  had  fascinating  visits  in 
Istanbul  (Turkey),  Athens  and 
Rome.  In  Geneva  eight  of  us 
left  our  plane,  Argonaut  the 
First,  and  with  A.  Stauffer  Cur- 
ry, spent  about  a  week  each  in 
Germany,  Austria  and  Czecho- 
slovakia. In  Vienna  we  stayed 
in  the  YMCA,  which  the  Breth- 
ren summer  work  camp  had 
helped  to  recondition. 

Our  sojourn  in  Prague,  the 
capital  of  a  Communist  state, 
was  a  rich  experience.  We  lived 
in  the  home  of  a  Protestant  pas- 
tor. During  our  seven-day  visit 
we  talked  with  government  of- 
ficials, party  leaders,  educators, 
churchmen  and  ordinary  people. 
We    took    hundreds    of    photo- 


Czechoslovaki- 
an  girls,  mem- 
bers of  a  youth 
C  ommunist 
group,  prepar- 
ing for  a  parade 


graphs.  At  that  time  the  church 
was  the  only  institution  free 
from  government  domination, 
but  on  October  14,  1949,  a  new 
law  was  passed  changing  that 
situation. 

I  had  been  in  Czechoslovakia  a 
year  before;  during  my  second 
visit  I  found  the  people  more 
critical  of  the  regime.  Controls 
had  become  tighter  in  every 
area  of  life,  probably  because 
of  the  dangerous  heresy  of  Tito- 
ism.  Many  told  us  that  from 
seventy  to  eighty-five  per  cent 
of  the  people  would  vote  anti- 
Communist  if  a  free  election 
were  held.  "We  are  utterly  help- 
less,"  they   said.     "We   are   the 


victim  of  powers  over  which  we 
have  no  control." 

As  our  DC-4  circled  over  the 
twinkling  lights  of  New  York 
City  on  September  14,  I  was 
glad  to  be  home.  How  much 
goodwill  had  our  trip  created? 
That  was  for  others  to  say.  But 
of  one  thing  we  were  sure — it 
was  the  top  educational  experi- 
ence of  our  lives.  World  prob- 
lems would  no  longer  be  flat  and 
vague,  but  real  and  living — as 
real  as  the  student  in  Czecho- 
slovakia who  said:  "I  don't  envy 
you  because  you  are  an  Ameri- 
can. I  envy  you  because  of  the 
freedom  you  have  as  an  Ameri- 
can." 


Write  a  Book  in  1950 

Mattie  Renner 

Washington,  D.  C. 


EACH  of  us  can  write  a  liv- 
ing book  for  1950.  It  will 
contain  twelve  chapters 
with  three  hundred  sixty-five 
pages.  It  must  be  written  in 
living  activities  rather  than  in 
musty  pages. 

If  we  are  to  write  this  book 
well,  we  must  first  dedicate  our 
lives  to  God  so  that  each  chap- 
ter we  live  will  be  filled  with 
pages  radiating  love  and  kind- 
ness. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  things 
which  inspire  us  to  live  spiritu- 
ally: God  revealing  himself  to 
us  through  nature  or  through  the 
life  of  a  Christian  person  or 
through  a  good  sermon  or 
through  spiritual  music. 


We  should  ask  God's  help  each 
day  to  be  able  to  show  someone 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact 
on  that  day  that  the  life  of  a 
Christian  is  the  only  life  to  live. 
The  Christian  life  gives  us  that 
peace  of  mind  and  courage  to 
face  our  trials  and  burdens 
which  money  cannot  buy.  It 
gives  us  poise  and  self-assurance. 
Jesus  has  promised,  "I  will  never 
leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee." 

Let  us  resolve  each  month  to 
do  something  the  way  Jesus 
would  like  us  to.  Then  when 
the  year  ends  we  will  have  a 
year  to  look  back  over  that  will 
be  worthy  of  his  "well  done." 
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EDITORIAL 


Youth  Are  Important 

Guest    Editorial    by    Don    Snidei, 
National    Director    of    Youth 

IN  EVERY  community  in  our 
land  new  homes  are  being 
constructed  —  some  modest 
but  beautiful,  others  pretentious 
and  grand,  some  temporary, 
some  permanent,  some  on  an  as- 
sembly-line scale,  others  unique 
and  individualistic.  These  at- 
tract our  attention,  our  com- 
ments, our  money  and  our  time. 

But  in  every  community  in 
our  land  there  are  other  build- 
ings being  constructed  which  are 
more  important  than  any  build- 
ings made  of  stone  or  wood.  They 
are  the  unfinished  structures  of 
growing  boys  and  girls,  young 
men  and  young  women.  They  de- 
serve more  of  our  attention,  our 
concern,  our  pay  checks  and  our 
time  budget. 

Youth  Week  is  an  annual  rec- 
ognition of  this  important  en- 
gineering process  which  is  quiet- 
ly at  work  in  our  midst.  This 
year  the  theme  is  God  Designs — 
Youth  Build.  The  churches  and 
youth  serving  agencies  of  every 
community  are  urged  by  the 
United  Christian  Youth  Move- 
ment to  plan  special  observances 
for  youth  during  this  week. 

May  I  venture  a  few  strongly 
felt  statements.  If  the  youth  of 
your  community  seem  not  to  be 
following  the  Master  Architect 
in  the  building  of  their  lives  it 
is  the  fault  of  the  adults  in  your 
-community.  Youth  are  pliable 
and  will  follow  creative  and  en- 
thusiastic leadership.  The  homes, 
the  churches,  the  schools  are 
failing  if  these  youthful  builders 
get  their  patterns  of  building 
without  a  thought  of  religion. 

If  your  community  does  not 
observe  Youth  Week,  or  give 
any  similar  co-operative  recog- 
nition to  its  young  people,  some 
ons  is  asleep  and  maybe  it  is  you. 

6  GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


If  thousands  of  dollars  are  going 
into  additional  homes,  new  busi- 
nesses, new  cars  and  very  few 
to  expansion  in  public  education, 
community  recreation  and  reli- 
gious work,  how  can  you  expect 
your  youth  to  build  lives  which 
are  not  cheap  and  artificial? 

God  has  noble  designs  for  man. 
Slowly  and  painfully  man  is  dis- 
covering them.  However,  his 
great  task  now  seems  to  be  to 
develop  the  moral  power  to  build 
what  he  sees  the  plans  call  for. 
Many  youth  are  building  lives 
according  to  this  plan.  You  can 
see  it  in  their  faces.  You  can 
learn  about  it  from  their  friends. 
You  can  trace  it  wherever  they 
go,  in  whatever  they  do. 

But  they  are  too  few  in  num- 
ber in  most  communities.  Youth 
Week  is  an  opportunity  to  reach 
others — through  press  and  radio, 
through  mass  meetings  and  proj- 
ects— with  the  architect's  plans 
for  spiritual  and  moral  founda- 
tions without  which  all  building 
is  flimsy,  foolhardy  and  faulty. 
Youth  Week  deserves  the  sup- 
port and  concern  of  every  Chris- 
tian in  America. 


How  Can  I  Make  My 
Church  Attractive? 

WHEN  I  began  to  think  on 
the  subject  above,  I  took 
a  pencil  and  jotted  down 
different  ways  in  which  I 
thought  my  church  might  be 
attractive.  Presently,  I  had  be- 
fore me  a  list  of  fourteen  differ- 
ent things. 

First  and  foremost,  of  course, 
is  the  spirit  of  Christ.  Christ 
must  always  be  the  center  of 
every  church  if  it  is  to  live  or  be 
attractive.  But  how  can  that 
spirit  be  expressed? 

1.  No  church  is  attractive  if 
the  people  who  worship  there 
are  not  attractive.  The  most 
important  thing  about  a  church 
is  its  people.    No  mighty  things 


can  be  done  by  a  church  unless 
its  people  are  willing  that  they 
should  be  done  and  have  faith 
that  they  can  be  done.  Christ 
felt  himself  limited  in  certain 
villages  when  he  was  on  earth 
because  the  people  lacked  faith 
in  him.  The  spirit  of  God  can- 
not be  in  any  church  unless  the 
spirit  of  God  is  in  the  people  who 
worship  in  that  church.  That  is 
the  only  way  God  can  get  into 
a  church. 

The  attractiveness  of  a  church, 
therefore,  is  directly  dependent 
upon  the  attractiveness  of  its 
people.  If  they  are  a  warm, 
friendly,  happy,  confident  peo- 
ple, there  will  be  many  who  lack 
these  qualities  who  will  want  to 
come  to  such  a  church  in  order 
to  fellowship  with  people  who 
do  have  them  so  that  they  too 
can  acquire  such  qualities. 

Great  preachers  are  important 
if  there  are  to  be  great  churches. 
But  no  preacher,  no  matter  how 
great,  ever  built  a  church  alone. 
There  were  many  parishoners 
who  stood  beside  him  and 
worked  with  him.  Both  are  nec- 
essary. Around  the  preacher 
and  his  friendly  helpers  and  co- 
workers a  great  church  can 
grow. 

Some  churches  have  labeled 
themselves  with  attractive 
labels:  "The  Friendly  Church," 
"The  Church  of  the  Open  Door," 
"The  Church  of  the  Friendly 
Handshake,"  "The  Community 
Church."  These  titles  are  often 
helpful.  But  if  the  people  who 
worship  in  the  church  are  not 
what  the  title  indicates  the  let- 
down is  more  disappointing  than 
if  there  had  been  no  expecta- 
tion of  friendliness  or  attractive- 
ness there.  Titles  like  that 
should  be  used  only  when  they 
grow  out  of  that  kind  of  spirit 
within  the  church. 

Each  individual  church  mem- 
ber would  do  well  to  say  to  him- 
self when  he  starts  to  church 


on  Sunday,  "Today  my  church 
will  be  attractive  on  not  attrac- 
tive in  proportion  to  how  attrac- 
tive or  unattractive  I  am.  I 
must  become  attractive  in  order 
that  my  church  may  be  attrac- 
tive." 

When  the  individual  under- 
takes this,  he  finds  that  it  will 
not  long  be  necessary  for  him  to 
try  to  be  friendly  and  attractive. 
Very  soon  it  will  become  a  na- 
tural part  of  him.  It  will  spread 
from  him  to  others  and  from 
others  to  him  until  an  attractive 
church  will  develop,  just  as  at- 
tractive as  the  people  who  make 
it  up. 

2.  The  second  thing  I  have  on 
my  list  for  an  attractive  church 
is  the  architecture  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  church. 

Some  churches  fill  one  with 
melancholia  before  he  ever  gets 
through  the  door.  The  outside 
appearance  may  be  drab.  If 
the  building  looks  as  if  only  by 
continuous  effort  can  it  hold  it- 
self together  it  cannot  give  the 
impression  of  a  marching 
church.  It  will  appear  rather 
to  be  a  sitting,  almost  a  squat- 
ting church. 

It  is  unfortunate  when  a 
church  is  constructed  with 
architecture  of  that  kind.  Per- 
haps some  shrubbery  about  it 
and  some  landscaping,  a  steeple 
or  a  spire,  or  an  attractive  front 
entrance  might  help  to  liven  it 
up  and  make  it  appear  a  bit 
more  like  a  forward-reaching 
church. 

It  is  well  when  the  architec- 
ture of  a  church  can  proclaim 
to  all  who  come  near  it,  "Here 
is  housed  a  congregation  of  peo- 
ple who  are  on  their  toes  for  the 
kingdom  of  God.  They  meet 
here  to  worship  and  work  and 
fellowship."  Architecture  can 
say  that. 

The  interior  of  the  church, 
likewise,  needs  to  be  attractive. 
The  design  of  the  church,  the 
layout  of  the  sanctuary,  the 
grouping  of  the  rooms  should 
all  be  achieved  with  an  idea  of 
artistry    and    efficiency.     They 


should  blend  together  for  a  wor- 
shipful effect. 

It  is  excellent  when  a  church 
sanctuary  suggests  that  here 
men  come  to  pray  and  to  meet 
God.  Almost  automatically  peo- 
ple find  themselves  going  rever- 
ently into  their  pews  with  the 


expectation  that  today  they  will 
be  helped. 

When  people  go  for  the  first 
time  into  a  church  which  has 
about  it  this  spirit  of  worship 
and  whose  people  are  attractive 
and  loving  and  friendly,  they 
usually  go  back. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Looking  Backward  and  For- 
ward at  Mid-century 

TECHNICALLY  we  came  farther 
during  this  fifty  years  than  we 
had  in  several  hundreds  of  years 
prior  to  it. 

Fifty  years  ago  fifteen  miles  an 
hour  seemed  a  preposterous  speed; 
last  night  the  radio  announced  the 
serious  possibility  of  coast-to-coast 
transportation  across  the  U.S.A.  in 
forty-five  minutes.  Radio,  television, 
international  telephone,  movies, 
plastics,  neon  and  fluorescent  light- 
ing, streamlining,  these  have  come  in 
fifty  years.  They  have  brought  em- 
ployment for  millions  and  an  entire- 
ly different  manner  of  living  for  all. 

2.  Remarkable  as  our  technical  ad- 
vances have  been,  even  more  amazing 
is  our  flagrant  misuse  of  them.  In  no 
half  century  before  have  we  blown 
up  so  much  valuable  property,  anni- 
hilated so  many  women  and  chil- 
dren, destroyed  so  many  homes,  dis- 
located as  many  people  or  heaped  up 
as  much  suffering  as  in  this.  We 
have  behaved  like  an  unhappy  fami- 
ly of  children  playing  with  dyna- 
mite, delighting  in  its  explosive 
destructiveness. 

3.  Fortunately  by  mid-century  we 
have  begun  to  see  the  foolishness  of 
this  course  of  procedure. 

The  churches  are  trying  to  pull 
themselves  out  of  belligerent  divi- 
siveness  and  to  act  with  some  uni- 
formity and  co-operation.  They  are 
trying  to  get  the  spiritual  man  into 
some  measure  of  control  over  the 
mechanical  or  scientific  man.  The 
teachings  of  Jesus  are  being  exam- 
ined with  renewed  interest  and  hope. 

The  nations  are  trying  to  learn  to 
live  together.  They  have  discovered 
only  a  few  of  the  basic  principles  of 
such  co-operative  living  as  yet.  But 
there  are  a  few  indications  that  men 
may  be  able  to  learn. 

4.  At  mid-century  two  ideologies 
seem  to  be  striding  toward  each  oth- 
er, each  determined  to  trample  the 
other  to  death.  The  rising  threat  is 
that  they  will  trample  all  civilization. 


What  then  is  it  safe  to  predict  for 
a  fifty-year  future?  Let  us  make  a 
few  guesses. 

1.  Religion  will  become  more  im- 
portant instead  of  less.  Protestants 
will  learn  to  work  together.  Chris- 
tians will  seek  guidance  and  strength 
from  God  and  will  undertake  to  ap- 
ply them  in  their  total  lives.  This 
will  mean  better  homes,  better  com- 
munities, better  schools,  better 
churches,  some  form  of  co-operative 
world  government.  Catholicism  will 
either  go  along  with  enlightened  re- 
ligious thinking  or  it  will  slowly  lose 
its  hold  upon  men.  The  non-Chris- 
tian religions  will  join  in  this  com- 
mon world  community  enterprise. 

2.  Communism  will  continue  to  be 
a  goad  to  democracy  and  to  religion. 
It  will  say  as  it  has  been  saying, 
"Practice  what  you  preach  or  get  out 
of  the  way  for  us."  If  the  prediction 
in  No.  1  comes  true,  then  commu- 
nism will  presently  become  a  waning 
philosophy.  If  Christianity  does  not 
apply  its  teachings  to  life,  commu- 
nism will  probably  take  over  in  a 
major  way. 

3.  We  will  invent  many  more 
gadgets.  We  will  go  faster,  talk 
further,  eat  better  and  do  less  physi- 
cal work  as  we  go  along.  We  will 
probably  set  up  a  whole  new  source 
of  motive  power.  These  things  will 
seem  much  less  important  to  us, 
however,  as  we  grow  apace  with 
them  spiritually.  We  will  presently 
concentrate  almost  as  hard  upon  see- 
ing these  advantages  come  to  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Africa  and  elsewhere  a* 
we  have  concentrated  upon  getting 
them  for  ourselves.  Necessity  if  not 
altruism  will  force  us  to  this. 

4.  All  of  these  predictions  will 
flounder  at  once  and  fail  if  we  have 
another  war.  A  war  may  come.  If  it 
does,  it  will  be  because  men  lacked 
the  courage  to  do  right. 

Christians  should  start  the  second 
half  of  the  century  with  prayer. 
They  should  keep  at  it.  "To  pray 
without  ceasing"  is  urgent  now. 
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The  Indian  People  Spoke  Through  Flowers 


SAY  it  with  flowers,"  is  a 
slogan  we  often  hear  in  our 
country.  It  did  not  mean 
much  to  me  until  the  visit  to 
India.  The  Indian  people  have  a 
beautiful  custom  of  expressing 
their  friendship  and  welcome  by 
garlanding  their  visitors  with 
flowers  and  by  placing  a  bouquet 
in  their  hands.  The  Brubakers 
and  the  Bowmans  were  garland- 
ed forty-four  times.  The  flowers 
which  hung  about  our  necks 
were  beautiful.  They  came  from 
the  market  places,  from  homes  of 
Christians,  from  the  rose  gardens 
of  Dahanu,  and  from  the  Dangs 
(forests)  near  Ahwa.  But  the 
spirit  expressed  through  the 
flowers  was  even  more  beautiful. 
The  Indian  people  are  deeply  ap- 
preciative of  what  the  Brethren 
are  doing  for  them.  We  felt  that 
we  represented  the  home  church 
in  receiving  the  gratitude  given 
to  our  people. 

In  Indian  homes  we  noticed 
that  the  tea  cups  were  always 
filled  to  the  brim.  Sometimes 
they  would  run  over.  That  was 
a  mark  of  hospitality.  They  said, 
"Our  cup  runs  over  with  joy  for 
having  our  friends  with  us." 
They  spoke  through  flowers  and 
also  through  tea. 

This  leads  us  to  notice  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  Indian 
Christians.  To  be  sure  they  have 
the  weaknesses  of  human  nature 
just  as  the  American  Christians 
have.  I  have  seen  a  few  of 
them  get  hotheaded.  The  prac- 
tical aspects  of  Christianity,  the 
ethical  and  moral  applications  of 
the  gospel,  must  constantly  be 
stressed  for  people  breaking 
away  from  old  habit  forms.  But 
the  Indian  Christians  as  a  whole 
manifested  a  beautiful  spirit,  and 
lovely  qualities  of  character 
came  shining  through  their  na- 
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tures.    Here  are  some  of  them. 

Reverence.  The  Indian  people 
take  off  their  shoes  before  enter- 
ing the  church.  Bro.  Brubaker 
and  I  preached  in  Our  stocking 
feet.  When  the  Indian  Christians 
are  seated  in  church  they  bow 
their  heads  for  a  few  moments  in 
prayer.  After  the  benediction  is 
given  they  remain  in  prayer  for 
a  brief  period  before  departing. 
They  leave  the  church  more  qui- 
etly than  we  do. 

Patience.  Eastern  people  do 
not  get  in  a  hurry.  They  also 
exercise  unusual  patience.  A 
striking  example  of  this  was  our 
experience  with  the  Jamoli 
church.  We  had  had  a  hard 
drive  that  day  in  Sister  Wars- 
tier's  jeep  through  Rajpipla 
State.  Sometimes  the  roads  were 
almost  impassable  and  we  would 
leave  them  and  drive  through 
the  fields.  The  people  expected 
us  to  arrive  about  one-thirty  in 
the  afternoon,  but  we  got  there 
at  five.  The  people  were  still 
there.  We  had  our  program  and 
they  served  tea.  How  many  of 
us  would  have  waited  from  one- 
thirty  until  five? 

Kindness  to  strangers.  We 
rode  on  many  trains  in  India. 
Almost  without  exception  the 
people  were  very  kind  to  us. 
After  leaving  the  Jamoli  church 
mentioned  above,  we  drove  to- 
ward Umalla  where  Brother  and 
Sister  William  Kinzie  and  Sister 
Warstler  are  stationed.  Around 
seven-thirty  in  the  evening, 
about  two  miles  out  of  Umalla, 
we  ran  out  of  gasoline.  Several 
in  our  party  walked  to  Umalla 
to  get  fuel.  It  so  happened  that 
our  jeep  stopped  just  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  outside  of  an- 
other   village.      We    foreigners 


must  have  been  objects  of  curi- 
osity. First,  a  group  of  boys  came 
to  see  us.  They  looked  the  jeep 
over  in  a  thorough  fashion  and 
talked  very  friendly  to  us  (Miss 
Warstler  interpreting) .  The  boys 
went  back  to  the  village  and  told 
their  parents  and  neighbors 
about  us.  Then  ten  men  and 
boys  came.  The  men  asked  what 
had  happened,  insisted  on  bring- 
ing us  tea,  and  offered  to  put  us 
up  for  the  night.  One  old  man 
after  looking  the  jeep  over  asked 
what  it  cost.  Sister  Warstler 
said,  "Between  four  and  five 
thousand  rupees."  The  old  man 
became  very  thoughtful  and  said, 
"Five  thousand  rupees  and  here 
it  sets!  It's  useless."  We  had  a 
good  laugh.  The  old  man  was 
thinking  of  how  the  oxen  took 
him  places  about  three  miles  per 
hour.  In  due  time  a  third  party 
of  nine  men  and  children  came. 
In  this  group  was  the  patel 
(mayor)  of  the  village.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  he  could 
do  for  us.  This  group  stayed 
until  the  gasoline  came  in  order 
to  see  that  nothing  harmed  us. 
They  said,  "Your  Jesus  God  did 
well  to  get  you  this  close  home 
before  the  petrol  ran  out.  He 
brought  you  here  so  we  and  our 
children  could  see  you  and  visit 
with  you."  It  was  a  gracious  act 
of  kindness  to  strangers. 

Love  for  music.  The  writer  has 
never  seen  people  who  love  mu- 
sic more  than  the  Indians.  They 
sit  on  the  ground  and  sing  for 
hours.  The  young  women,  the 
young  men  and  the  children  en- 
joy singing  special  songs.  They 
frequently  create  new  songs.  A 
number  of  welcome  songs  were 
written  for  the  deputation.  A 
few  were  given  to  us  in  English. 
On  the  next  page  are  two  of 
them.  i  I 

Hospitality.  The  Indian  peo- 
ple are  unusually  hospitable  in 


The  Brubakers 
and  Bowmans 
garlanded  with 
flowers,  an  ex- 
pression of  wel- 
come and  grati- 
tude 


their  homes.  If  you  stop  for  a 
little  while  they  want  to  serve 
tea.  If  you  do  not  stay  long 
enough  for  tea,  they  serve  fruit, 
candy  or  cakes.  If  you  go  for  a 
meal,  the  guests  are  served  first, 
and  the  best,  even  if  sometimes 
members  of  the  family  go  hun- 
gry. Politeness  and  hospitality 
to  guests  were  beautifully  dem- 
onstrated to  us. 

Love  for  home  and  children. 
The  Indian  people  frequently 
have  large  families.  The  women 
are  homebuilders.  They  have 
not  entered  public  life  very 
much.  When  more  are  sensing 
their  freedom  in  the  new  India 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
not  neglect  their  homes.  When 
the  women's  meeting  was  held 
at  Anklesvar,  some  of  the  wom- 
en were  away  from  home  for  the 
first  time.  Homebuilding  is  a 
primary  concern  of  Indian  peo- 
ple. 

"We  will  have  prayer  at  this 
home,"  said  Bro.  Chalmer  Shull, 
as  we  were  walking  through  the 
village  of  Ahwa.  The  mother  had 
lost  a  precious  baby.  There  she 
stood  before  us,  sad-eyed,  but 
revealing  her  faith  in  God.  The 
prayer  was  in  the  Marathi  lan- 
guage but  we  were  gripped  by 
a  spirit  above  all  languages.  The 
suffering  and  sympathizing  God 
was  lifting  the  burden  from  that 
home. 

A  sense  of  achievement.  The 
Indian  people  like  to  take  re- 
sponsibility. They  want  to  get 
ahead.    They  enjoy  seeing  their 


young  people  make  good.  And 
here  and  there  we  found  out- 
standing marks  of  achievement. 
For  instance,  the  headmaster  of 
our  school  at  Vyara  has  one  of 
the  best  records  of  any  head- 
master in  Baroda  state.  His  pu- 
pils had  the  highest  percentage 
of  passes  in  the  government  ex- 
amination for  the  sixth  standard. 
,  Of  the  123  who  took  the  examin- 
ations,  a  total  of  32  passed.  Of 
the  123  there  were  24  from  the 
Brethren  group  and  17  of  our 
young  people  passed  (according 
to  educational  standards  of  In- 
dia this  was  a  high  percentage  of 
passing) . 

The  last  good-by  at  Bulsar  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten.  We  had 
worshiped  through  the  commun- 
ion service  on  Saturday  evening 
and  the  Sunday  morning  church 
service.  In  early  afternoon  the 
women  had  gathered  at  the 
church  to  express  their  gracious 
appreciation  to  Sisters  Brubaker 
and  Bowman.  About  the  middle 
of  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the 
station  to  get  our  train  for  Bom- 
bay. We  discovered  forty-three 
members  there  to  see  us  off. 
When  we  found  our  seats  on  the 
train,  they  came  in  and  placed 
flowers  about  our  necks  and  bou- 
quets in  our  hands.  These  ex- 
pressions were  for  the  home 
church.  They  were  saying  to 
you,  "Thank  you,  for  sending  the 
gospel  to  our  people."  They  were 
saying,  "God  bless  you,  for 
schools  and  hospitals,  and 
churches."     They    were    saying, 


Welcome  Song 

Chorus 

We    welcome    you,    our    dear 

friends. 
By  your  coming  our  homes   are 

brightened. 
With  much  love,  we  honor  you. 

With  joy  we  were  expecting  you; 
So  todcry  our  hopes  are  fulfilled. 
We  gladly  welcome  you  to  our 
homes. 

May   we    have    happy   Christian 

fellowship. 
This  meeting  is  precious  to  us. 
Dear  guests,  we  welcome  you. 

The  workers  in  the  Christian  com- 
munity, 

The  leaders  and  directors  of  this 
work, 

All  give  you  a  hearty  welcome. 

May  your  visit  among  us  be  fruit- 
ful, 
And  God  be  glorified  by  it. 
Receive  this  our  prayer  for  you, 
We  give  you  a  hearty  welcome. 

Hearty  Welcome,  Beloved  Guests! 

O  what  joy  'tis  today,  Re  loll, 
Beloved  guests  have  come,  Re,  oh, 
what  a  joy! 

To  you  we  wholeheartedly,  Re  loll, 
Give  you  a  warm  welcome,  Re,  oh, 
what  a  joy  I 

Beloved  Bowmans,  Brubakers,  Re 

loll, 
Welcome  we  today   all,   Re,   oh, 

what  a  joy  I 

We  do  rejoice  to  see  you,  Re  loll, 
In  our  midst  these  days,  Re,  oh, 
what  a  joy! 

May  this  beautiful  season,  Re  loll, 
Abound  in  rich  blessings,  Re,  oh, 
what  a  joy! 


"Tell  our  people  in  America  that 
we  are  all  one  in  Jesus  Christ." 
They  were  saying  what  the 
young  minister  said  to  me  at  the 
close  of  the  retreat  for  Indian 
workers  as  he  shook  my  hand 
and  pointed  up.  "If  we  do  not 
see  each  other  here,  we  will  meet 
when  life's  morning  dawns." 

Has  our  money  been  wasted 
that  we  have  given  for  missions? 
That  question  has  been  answered 
for  me.  The  Lord  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  see  the  soul  of 
the  Indian  church. 
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Witnessing  for  Christ 
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THE  one  great  work  Christ 
committed  to  his  church  is 
that  of  witnessing.  Acts  1:8 
tells  us,  "But  ye  shall  receive 
power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  come  upon  you,  and  ye  shall 
be  witnesses  unto  me.  .  .  ."  Wit- 
nesses of  Christ's  deity,  of  his 
death  for  our  sins,  of  his  resur- 
rection for  our  justification,  wit- 
nesses of  his  power  to  save. 

It  is  estimated  that  if  one  per- 
son would  win  one  soul  in  a  year 
and  in  turn  that  soul  would 
win  another  and  so  on  in  a  con- 
tinuing chain,  the  whole  world 
could  be  won  in  thirty  years. 
How  marvelous  then  is  the  ap- 
peal to  witness  for  Christ. 

Witnessing  for  Christ  has  for 
its  first  objective  the  winning  of 
souls  for  Christ.  This  means  the 
bringing  of  souls  into  fellowship 
with  Christ.  Now  let  the  vine- 
and-the-branches  teaching  of  Je- 
sus be  brought  into  the  picture 
as  the  goal  to  be  reached  for 
every  individual.  This  would 
mean  definite  union  with  Christ. 
Such  a  union  is  an  organism. 
Christ  becomes  the  vine,  the  life, 
the  sustaining  supply  to  each 
member,  which  means  the  full- 
est commitment  of  life  to  him. 

When  Jesus  was  about  to  leave 
his  disciples  to  go  back  to  heaven 
to  become  the  Great  High  Priest, 
by  and  through  whom  they  shall 
have  direct  access  to  heavenly 
blessings  and  power,  he  made 
clear  to  them  that  the  Holy 
Ghost,  whom  he  would  send, 
would  come  to  live  in  the  life 
of  everyone,  to  maintain  the 
union  of  the  disciple  and  Christ. 
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His  purpose  in  this  was  three- 
fold: to  continue  giving  the  dis- 
ciple the  presence  of  himself,  his 
truth  and  his  blessing;  to  witness 
himself  through  the  gospel  they 
would  live  and  preach;  and  to 
convict  sinners  that  they  would 
repent  of  their  sins  and  accept 
him  as  their  Savior.  Thus  he 
has  given  an  open  way  for  the 
cycle  to  continue  in  life  commit- 
ment to  him.  To  have  become  a 
member  of  this  fellowship  with 
Christ  is  the  greatest  joy  of  life. 
This  is  eternal  life  for  he  is 
Eternal  Life.  This  is  the  basis 
for  the  ongoing  of  the  church. 

Christ  has  not  only  given  us 
the  processes  of  life  commitment 
to  him,  but  he  also  has  given  to 
us  the  processes  of  growth  in 
him.  This  he  gives  us  through 
his  Word.  The  Bible  is  the  writ- 
ten Word.  He  is  the  living  Word. 
As  we  read  the  written  Word 
and  yield  ourselves  to  its  teach- 
ing, the  Holy  Ghost  within  us 
gives  us  understanding  of  the 
riches  of  .his  grace,  sanctifies  us 
to  the  purposes  and  work  of 
Christ  and  equips  us  with  power 
of  growth  and  services. 

Much  waiting  in  his  presence, 
much  feeding  from  his  word, 
therefore,  needs  to  be  done  to  in- 
sure this  growth.  But  the  joy 
of  it  all  is  that  the  spiritual  ap- 
petite of  the  life  committed  to 
Christ  is  as  keen  as  the  physical 
for  human  needs. 

In  this  field  of  growth  for  the 
church  we  not  only  use  the  regu- 
lar avenues  of  Sunday-school  and 
worship  services,  but  also  pro- 
vide extra  meals  spiritually.  Just 
before  our  love  feast,  Oct.  2  and 
3,  we  had  a  meeting  conducted 


entirely  by  the  laity,  with  the 
objectives  of  fuller  commitment 
to  Christ,  spiritual  enrichment 
from  the  Word  and  consecration 
to  larger  service.  Two  weeks 
were  used  for  these  services.  On 
Monday  nights  we  held  cottage 
prayer  meetings.  These  were 
planned  by  districts.  Seven 
were  held  the  first  Monday  night, 
nine  the  second.  The  attendance 
at  these  meetings  was  223.  These 
meetings  used  forty-eight  work- 
ers, each  having  a  leader,  a  chor- 
ister and  a  pianist.  All  used  the 
same  Scriptures  teaching  the 
meaning  of  the  love  feast,  for 
which  all  of  the  two  weeks  was 
a  preparation. 

The  meetings  held  in  the 
church  auditorium  during  four 
nights  of  each  of  the  two  weeks 
took  for  the  basis  of  meditation 
the  Book  of  Ephesians,  present- 
ing the  doctrine  of  grace,  the 
first  half  of  the  book,  during  the 
first  week;  and  the  application 
and  manifestation  of  grace  in  the 
lives  of  believers,  the  second  half 
of  Ephesians,  the  last  week.  We 
were  not  unmindful  of  Paul's 
doxology,  recorded  in  the  middle 
of  the  book,  which  the  whole 
church  endeavored  to  memorize 
and  repeat  in  unison  each  eve- 
ning. 

The  singing,  in  addition  to  con- 
gregational, consisted  of  special 
numbers  by  individuals,  organ- 
izations and  classes  thus  using  an 
array  of  folks  in  this  field;  the 
Scripture  reading  was  done  by 
the  laity,  assigned  two  weeks  in 
advance;  the  expository  mes- 
sages were  brought  by  four  men 
and  four  women,  elected  at  the 
July  council  meeting;  the 
prayers  were  offered  by  a  differ- 
ent person  or  persons  each  eve- 
ning; the  offerings  were  lifted  by 
the  trustees  and  others  appoint- 
ed; the  ascription  and  benedic- 
tion were  led  by  one  of  our  eight 
ministers,  the  pastor  leading  this 
closing  part  the  first  evening,  his 
only  part  in  the  public  meeting. 
No  person  was  used  more  than 
one  time  in  the  meeting. 

By  the  time  the  meeting  was 


coming  to  a  close  the  congre- 
gation could  read  from  memory 
and  with  greater  understanding 
the  great  grace  of  our  Lord,  as 
expressed  in  Paul's  doxology  or 
ascription  in  Eph.  3:20,  21,  "Now 
unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  ex- 
ceeding abundantly  above  all 
that  we  ask  or  think,  according 
to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us, 
unto  him  be  glory  in  the  church 
by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all 
ages,  world  without  end.  Amen." 

Through  the  meeting  eleven 
were  received  into  church  fel- 
lowship by  baptism  and  by  letter. 
The  love  feast  was  held  on  Sun- 
day and  Monday  evenings  of 
Oct.  2  and  3.  The  feet-washing 
service  with  its  symbol  in  wash- 
ing gave  new  meaning  to  the 
sanctifying  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  washing  clean  our  hearts 
from  all  pride  and  evil  ways,  and 
renewing  in  us  the  fellowship  of 
service  for  one  another  and  for 
a  needy  lost  world.  The  supper, 
the  fellowship  of  the  body  of 
Christ,  signifying  unity  and  one- 
ness, was  impressive. 

The  spirit  of  grace  plowed 
deeper  furrows  of  meaning  in 
John's  statement,  "For  he  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he 
hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God 
whom  he  hath  not  seen"  (1  John 
4:20b).  The  communion  of  the 
bread  and  the  cup,  the  "vine  and 
branches"  flow  of  life,  was  deep- 
ened in  the  meaning  of  grace  as 
we  sang  quietly  from  our  hearts, 
"Alas,  and  did  my  Savior  bleed, 
and  did  my  Sovereign  die? 
Would  he  devote  that  sacred 
head  for  such  a  worm  as  I?"  It 
is  indeed  when  we  meet  the 
cross  with  spiritual  meaning 
that  the  efficacy  of  his  blood  is 
signified  in  the  cup. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  many 
of  the  four  hundred  and  five  who 
participated  in  the  love  feast  and 
communion  services  said,  "This 
was  a  spiritual  experience." 

The  fellowship  of  service  natu- 
rally follows  the  life  of  commit- 
ment and  growth.  Service  is  a 
spontaneous  fruitage.  This  mani- 
fests itself  through  sacrificial  liv- 


ing and  giving  for  others.  Some- 
times it  is  helpful  to  channel 
some  special  giving.  For  an  ex- 
ample of  this  we  recite  an  activi- 
ty of  the  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  of  1948.  The  school  under- 
took to  sponsor  the  raising  of  a 
fund  to  buy  a  heifer  for  overseas 
relief.  In  due  time  the  heifer 
was  secured  and  at  the  dedica- 
tion was  named  Hope.  The  chil- 
dren, more  than  a  hundred  of 
whom  were  present  at  this  serv- 
ice at  the  close  of  the  school, 
were  very  happy.  Today  Hope 
is  contributing  a  large  service  for 
a  home  in  Germany.  More  than 
a  justifying  reward  has  come  re- 
cently when  we  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  father  of  the  fam- 
ily, expressing  gratitude  for  the 
gift.  Also  enclosed  with  the  let- 
ter was  a  picture  of  Hope  and  by 
her  side,  sitting  on  a  stool  was 
this  man,  holding  a  pailful  of 
milk.    It  is  great  joy  to  contrib- 


ute to  the  happiness  of  others. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  this  year 
the  vacation  Bible  school  spon- 
sored the  raising  of  $300  for  the 
transportation  of  Melody  Ann 
Eikenberry,  six  years  old,  to  the 
Africa  mission  field  with  her  par- 
ents. Certainly,  though  the  par- 
ents of  our  children  contributed 
most  of  this  money,  the  act  of 
bringing  the  offerings  to  the 
church  day  by  day  for  two 
weeks  and  the  giving  largely  at 
the  closing  program  of  the  school 
presages  a  great  present  and  fu- 
ture missionary  fellowship  for 
the  children  and  Melody  Ann. 
As  we  look  across  the  years,  let 
us  hope  that  some  of  our  chil- 
dren will  join  her  on  the  mission 
field. 

"I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the- 
branches:  he  that  abideth  in  me 
and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit:  for  without  me 
ye  can  do  nothing"  (John  15:5). 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 


The  First  Christian  Martyr 
Acts  6:  1—8:  4 


A    deacon    at    work 

Stephen  apparently  was  not  one  of 
the  original  120.  Perhaps  he  was 
converted  on  that  first  day  of 
Pentecost.  He  seems  to  have  been 
converted  all  over.  His  zeal  set  him 
on  fire  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

First  they  appointed  him  to  wait 
on  tables.  He  did  this  well.  But  he 
was  not  satisfied  to  work  for  the 
Lord  only  with  his  hands.  He  was 
willing  to  serve  those  who  were  al- 
ready in  the  church,  but  he  was 
eager  to  draw  more  in.  Accordingly, 
he  preached  everywhere  he  went. 
His  life  and  his  work  coincided.  He 
told  and  he  lived  the  message  of  the 
Lord. 

Changing    the    customs 

The  Jerusalem  fathers  who  had 
slain  Jesus  only  a  matter  of  months 
before  were  greatly  chagrined  to 
see  a  young  fellow  like  Stephen  pro- 
claiming the  same  message  which 
Jesus  had  proclaimed  and  proclaim- 
ing it  with  the  same  faith  and  en- 
thusiasm. They  felt  that  something 
would  have  to  be  done.  If  this 
message  were  not  destroyed  at  once, 
it  would  turn  the  world  upside  down. 


Accordingly,  they  seized  Stephen. 
They  tried  to  find  legitimate  charges 
against  him,  but  the  best  they  could 
do  was  to  charge  him  with  changing 
the  customs. 

On  the  one  hand  was  the  very 
Spirit  of  God,  the  Holy  Spirit,  seek- 
ing to  enter  their  hearts  and  change 
their  lives.  On  the  other  hand  were 
their  customs.  Anything  which 
would  change  the  customs  was 
wrong.  They  were  willing  to  kill 
Stephen  and  to  suppress  the  spirit 
of  God  in  order  to  preserve  the  cus- 
toms. 

There    are    people    like    that    in 
Christianity  today. 
Can    Christianity    be    killed? 

Through  the  death  of  Stephen 
Christianity  was  scattered  and  em- 
powered. Stephen  planted  the  seeds 
of  universal  Christianity  at  least  in 
the  life  of  Saul.  He  watered  them 
with  his  own  blood.  Through  Paul 
Christianity  grew  across  the  then 
known  world.  Christianity  can 
never  be  suppressed.  The  blood  of 
the  martyrs  engenders  the  faith. 
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CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 


Gerald  Hollinger 

East  Petersburg  Church,  Pennsylvania 


WHAT  is  stewardship?  Un- 
doubtedly and  unfortu- 
nately, many  people  are 
under  the  impression  that  it  is 
simply  "getting  the  money." 
Many  times  this  word  is  heard 
only  when  there's  a  budget  to 
be  underwritten  or  a  fund  to  be 
raised.  This  is  how  the  United 
Stewardship  Council  defines  it: 
Christian  stewardship  is  the 
practice  of  systematic  and  pro- 
portionate giving  of  time,  abili- 
ties and  material  possessions, 
based  upon  the  conviction  that 
these  are  a  trust  from  God,  to 
be  used  in  his  service  for  the 
benefit  of  all  mankind.  That  is 
a  technical  explanation  of  the 
word.  Now  let's  break  that  down 
into  its  component  parts. 

Did  you  ever  hear  anyone  say, 
"My  time  is  valuable"?  That 
may  be  true,  but  stop  and  think. 
What  makes  one's  time  valuable? 
It  is  when  he  is  spending  his 
time  in  helping  and  assisting  oth- 
ers or  doing  something  for  the 
general  welfare  of  someone  not 
quite  so  fortunate  as  himself. 
When  someone  asks  you  to  help 
in  planning  a  church  activity  do 
not  say,  "Ask  Mr.  Smith  or  Miss 
Jones.  They  have  more  time 
than  I  do."  Every  one  is  given 
the  same  amount  of  time.  Use  it 
in  a  constructive  way.  A  true 
steward  of  God  will  spend  some 
time  of  each  day  in  reading  his 
Bible,  and  religious  literature 
and  in  prayer  and  meditation. 

Next  let  us  consider  abilities. 
Each  one  of  us  has  been  given 
some  talent  or  ability.  Only  by 
using  it  can  we  develop  it.  Some 
of  us  are  just  naturally  leaders. 
Others  of  us  are  followers  and 
good   workers.    Just  remember 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts 

A  donating  purse,  hours  of  time  and  generous  use  of  the  talents  for  the 
cause  of  Christ — these  are  the  marks  of  the  true  steward 
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that  no  matter  what  your  abili- 
ties are,  it  takes  all  kinds  of  peo- 
ple to  build  a  community.  The 
more  we  are  able  to  discover  the 
abilities  of  individuals  the  great- 
er accomplishments  we  are  able 
to  bring  about.  A  scriptural  pas- 
sage says:  "Be  ye  doers  of  the 
word  and  not  hearers  only." 

In  the  third  place,  consider  our 
material  possessions.  This  in- 
cludes particularly  money.  The 
work  of  the  church  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  the  use  of 
money.  Paul  had  a  plan  to  give. 
We  must  give  weekly,  personal- 
ly, purposefully,  voluntarily  and 
proportionately.  In  1  Cor.  16:2 
he  writes:  "Upon  the  first  day  of 


the  week  let  every  one  of  you 
lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath 
prospered  him,  that  there  be  no 
gatherings  when  I  come."  In 
other  words  give  according  to 
what  you  have.  And  in  2  Cor. 
9:7:  "Every  man  according  as  he 
purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him 
give:  not  grudgingly,  or  of  neces- 
sity: for  God  loveth  a  cheerful 
giver."  Everyone  of  us  should 
give  as  an  investment  in  God. 

Dr.  Arthur  Henry  Limouze 
once  said,  "Our  talents  never  can 
come  to  their  best  use  until  we 
see  them  as  a  gift  from  God  be- 
stowed upon  us  for  the  con- 
structive and  helpful  service  of 
society."  If  every  one  of  us  uses 


tKe  talents  God  has  given  him 
to  the  greatest  advantage  pos- 
sible, he  will  be  setting  an  ex- 
ample of  good  Christian  steward- 
ship to  others.  And  stewardship 
cannot  be  taken  alone.  One  can- 
not be  a  good  steward  unless  he 
tries  to  teach  others  to  use  their 
abilities.  Therefore  stewardship 
and  evangelism  go  hand  in  hand. 

Statistics  show  that  we  give 
six  times  as  much  money  to  lux- 
uries as  we  do  to  church.  Actu- 
ally these  two  should  be  equal, 
at  the  least.  We  ought  to  give 
as  much  to  the  church  as  we  do 
to  all  luxuries.  First  we  give 
ourselves,  then  our  time  and 
money  to  relief,  missions,  our 
family  and  our  church.  A  Chris- 
tian plans  his  giving  and  gives 
according  to  his  plan.  Do  you 
give  the  leftovers  to  God? 

Money  talks.  How  we  earn  it, 
spend  it  and  share  it  describes 
our  character.  We  are  spending 
too  much  on  ourselves  and  neg- 
lecting the  needs  of  the  church. 
Here  are  a  few  quotations  on 
spending  our  money:  "He  is  no 
fool  who  parts  with  what  he  can- 
not keep  to  get  what  he  shall 
not  lose."  "All  property  may  be 
ennobled  or  enhanced  in  value 
by  the  divine  uses  to  which  it  is 
put." 

Jesus  had  some  teachings  on 
stewardship.  He  taught  that 
heavenly  things  have  priority: 
"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you."  He  also 
taught  us  to  invest  wisely:  "Lay 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  in 
heaven."  And  we  will  be  recom- 
pensed: "Give  and  it  shall  be 
given  unto  you."  If  you  are  a 
true  steward  of  God  you  have  a 
responsibility.  He  has  given  you 
talent,  ability,  a  means  by  which 
to  earn  a  living  and  innumerable 
other  things.  All  these  were  not 
given  without  purpose.  God  ex- 
pects us  to  use  them  wisely  and 
with  a  sense  of  earnestness  for 
"unto  whom  much  is  given,  of 
him  shall  much  be  required." 

Real  Christianity  means  a  ded- 
ication of  all  one  has  and  is. 


From    the    Nation's    Capital 


A.  Stauffer  Curry 


A  "White  Paper" 

Much  has  been  written  lately 
about  the  State  Department's  recent 
"white  paper"  on  China.  A  copy  of 
this  "paper"  now  on  my  desk  runs 
to  1,054  pages  and  is  about  the  size 
of  an  encyclopedia  or  old-fashioned 
"doctor  book",  common  in  many 
Brethren  homes.  It  is  a  research 
document  of  the  first  order,  designed 
to  provide  a  basis  for  future  policy 
between  the  United  States  and 
China. 
Eight  Basic  Chapters 

In  addition  to  an  endless  number 
of  "annexes" — sometimes  called  the 
"appendix"  —  there  are  eight  basic 
chapters  to  the  book.  The  first  one 
gives  a  detailed  history  of  American 
policy  in  China.  The  second  chapter 
traces  the  development  of  Chinese 
communism  since  1921.  Chapter  IV 
describes  the  Yalta  agreement  and 
the  Chinese-Russian  treaty  of  1945. 
Chapters  III,  V  and  VI  analyze  the 
periods  of  service  of  Ambassador 
Patrick.  J.  Hurley,  George  C.  Mar- 
shall and  Ambassador  John  Leighton 
Stuart,  respectively.  The  military 
situation  and  the  program  of  mili- 
tary aid  from  the  United  States  are 
described  in  Chapters  VII  and  VIII. 
Two  Incorrect  Assumptions 

Already  last  winter  I  heard  a  lead- 
ing State  Department  official  say 
that  two  false  assumptions  by  the 
United  States  were  inherent  in  our 
relations     with    China.      First,     the 


United  States  assumed  that  our  mili- 
tary help  to  Nationalist  China  would 
prevent  aggression  by  the  Commu- 
nists. Instead,  said  he,  the  sending 
of  military  help  simply  seemed  to 
hasten  and  intensify  the  attack  of 
the  Communists.  Second,  the  United 
States  assumed  that  military  aid 
would  strengthen  the  Nationalist 
government.  Instead  it  strength- 
ened, in  the  final  analysis,  the  Com- 
munists. 
Communists    Have    Equipment    We 

Gave 

The  Communists  now  have  prac- 
tically all  of  the  two  billion  dollars' 
worth  of  military  equipment  the 
United  States  gave  Nationalist  China 
since  World  War  II.  The  Nationalist 
armies  simply  disintegrated  and 
turned  over  everything  to  the  Com- 
munists. Says  Secretary  Acheson  in 
his  letter  of  transmittal  of  the 
"white  paper"  to  President  Truman: 
"The  Nationalist  armies  did  not  have 
to  be  defeated;  they  disintegrated. — 
The  Communists,  on  the  other  hand, 
through  a  ruthless  discipline  and 
fanatical  zeal,  attempted  to  sell 
themselves  as  guardians  and  liber- 
ators of  the  people."  (They  obvious- 
ly succeeded.) 
A  New  Policy  Needed 

The  old  military-aid  policy  of  the 
United  States  has  failed.  A  new 
policy  is  being  sought.  The  State 
Department  is  seeking  the  help  of 
many  agencies  interested  in  peace. 


The  Sunday  Newspaper 
Versus  the  Bible 

Wm.     Kinsey 

Greencastle,  Pennsylvania 

HOW  big  is  the  Bible?  It 
is  usually  conceded  to  be 
a  big  book.  How  large  is 
the  Sunday  newspaper?  How 
does  it  compare  with  the  Bible? 
Larger  or  smaller?  Heavier  or 
lighter? 

Recently,  I  brought  into  the 
house  for  another  family  their 
Sunday  newspaper.  Being  rath- 
er impressed  with  its  weight,  I 
placed  it  upon  the  scales.  (The 
neighbor  folks  were  away  for 
the  day.)  Becoming  more  curi- 
ous, I  proceeded  to  make  some 
comparisons  between  it  and  the 
Bible.  My  copy  of  the  Bible  is 
the  American  Revised  Version, 


bourgeois  type,  leather  binding, 
printed  on  ordinary  paper. 

Following  are  the  compari- 
sons: 

1.  The  Sunday  paper  con- 
tained 198  pages,  which  were  32 
by  23  inches,  and  116  pages  meas- 
uring 16  by  21  inches.  The  Bible 
contained,  in  the  Old  Testament, 
922  pages,  5x/2  by  8  inches,  and 
in  the  New  Testament,  285  pages, 
same  size. 

2.  The  Sunday  paper  con- 
tained ordinary  newsprint,  pic- 
tures, comics  and  advertise- 
ments. My  Bible  is  of  bourgeois 
type,  and  contains  a  few  maps. 

3.  The  Sunday  paper  meas- 
ured 182,268  square  inches.  My 
Bible  measured  53,108  square 
inches. 
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4.  The  Sunday  paper  con- 
tained 1,265  square  feet;  my 
Bible,  369  square  feet. 

5.  The  area  of  surface  of  the 
Sunday  paper  formed  a  square 
thirty-five  feet  by  thirty-five 
feet;  my  Bible,  a  square,  nine- 
teen feet  by  nineteen  feet. 

6.  The  weight  of  the  Sunday 
paper  was  three  and  one-half 
pounds.  My  Bible  was  two  and 
three-fourth  pounds.  However, 
about  one  fourth  of  this  weight 
is  extra-Biblical  matter;  Bible 
Dictionary,  Concordance,  etc., 
which  rightly  should  be  deduct- 
ed. 

7.  The  ratio  in  sizes  is  about 
1.75  to  1  counting  three-fourths 
pound  off  for  the  extra-Biblical 
matter,  or  three  and  one -half 
pounds  to  two  pounds.. 

The  above  comparisons  were 
made  between  the  October  8, 
1948,  Sunday  issue,  and  my  own 
Bible  which  is  the  common,  or- 
dinary-sized Bible  in  use.  The 
number  of  Sunday  copies  of  this 
one  paper  issued  for  the  month 
of  October,  1948  were  308,434, 
which  would  weigh  529  tons. 
Counting  twenty  tons  to  a  car- 
load, it  would  require  about 
twenty-seven  cars  to  carry  the 
Sunday  papers  for  this  particu- 
lar month. 

This  is  simply  the  size  and 
business  of  only  one  Sunday  pa- 
per in  but  one  city  of  our  coun- 
try. It  is  a  bit  hard  to  conceive 
the  size  of  the  Sunday  news- 
paper business  of  our  country, 
the  paper  required,  the  labor, 
and  the  money  expended.  How 
many  people  peruse  these  car- 
loads of  Sunday  papers  and  how 
many  hours  are  required?  When 
one  thinks  of  all  the  other  pa- 
per used  in  the  making  of  books, 
etc.,  one  wonders  whether  the 
pulpwood  required  will  sooner 
or  later  denude  the  country  of 
her  forests. 

We  have  just  passed  Universal 
Bible  Sunday.  There  has  been 
an  appeal  for  universal  Bibfe 
reading.  Would  it  not  be  a  good 
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thing  if  the  Bible  could  replace 
the  Sunday  paper.  It  is  being 
scientifically  proved  that  we  are 
what  we  eat  and,  ethically,  I 
suppose  we  are  what  we  read, 
too.  A  famous  bishop  once  said, 
"People  will  not  be  better  than 
the  books  they  read.  What  we 
read  declares  what  we  are,  or 
makes  us  what  we  are."  "Give 
heed  to  reading,"  said  Paul  to 
Timothy.  "Blessed  is  he  that 
readeth,"  said  the  Revelator. 
"Reading  maketh  a  full  man," 
said  one  who  spoke  wisely.  We 
plead  for  reading,  first  of  all  the 
Bible,  God's  Word;  then  good 
books,  magazines,  etc.  Why 
read?    Well,  why  eat? 

In  the  parable  of  the  sower, 
the  good-ground  Christians  are 
"they  that  hear  the  word,  and 
understand  it."  In  the  syna- 
gogues they  heard  the  word  read. 
Jesus  stood  up  in  the  synagogue 
and  read  the  Word  to  the  listen- 
ers. He  once  said,  "Let  him  that 
readeth,  understand."  Read  the 
Word,  and  transmute  it  into  life. 
Make  the  Word  become  flesh 
and  character.  The  Word  re- 
veals the  will  of  God,  and  Jesus' 
way  of  life.  It  contains  food  for 
the  soul  and  comfort  for  all  of 
life.  Let  the  Bible  have  first 
place  in  the  home,  not  the  Sun- 
day newspaper.  The  reading  diet 
of  the  people  determines  the 
character  of  the  nation. 


The  Classics 

Maude  Woods  Plessinger 

Greenville,   Ohio 

I've  walked  through  marbled  cor- 
ridors 

And  viewed  the  works  of  art. 
The  ageless  masterpieces  of 

The  artist's  hand  and  heart. 
I've  heard  the  classics  rendered — 

Greatest  of  the  symphonies — 
Been  enraptured  and  ennobled 

By  their  wondrous  melodies. 

But  never  yet  has  art  improved 

On  Nature's  handicraft 
In  her  world-wide  laboratory 

By  the  Master  Workman  staffed. 
Nor  has  a  melody  appealed 

As  strongly  to  the  ear 
As  the  symphonies  of  Nature 

When  the  soul  is  tuned  to  hear. 


Where  Is  Our  Faith? 

Loren  Bowman 

Wenatchee,  Washington 

WE  SET  our  goals  demo- 
cratically as  a  Brother- 
hood! And  our  delegates 
act  in  good  faith  in  establishing 
our  yearly  program  at  Annual 
Conference.  Yet  we  face  once 
more  a  serious  threat  to  our  pro- 
gram, because  our  financial  sup- 
port is  lagging. 
O  b  viously 
there  have 
been  some 
"spots  of  un- 
certainty" i  n 
the  economic 
picture  during 
this  year.  And 
there  are  some 
forebodings  about  tomorrow.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  issue  is 
deeper.  Where  is  our  faith?  This 
is  the  real  question! 

In  material  security?  Have  we 
as  Christians  been  overcome  by 
the  mood  of  our  times?  Are  we 
at  the  place  where  we  are  ready 
to  trade  the  security  of  our  "re- 
sources of  faith"  for  the  promises 
of  "economic  well-being"  tomor- 
row? As  Christians,  have  we 
been  blinded  by  security  meas- 
ures, by  success  psychology,  by 
gadget  propaganda,  by  surface 
satisfactions?  In  short,  have  we 
been  taken  in  by  these  panaceas 
that  have  already  been  proved 
as  inadequate  for  the  basic  needs 
of  our  times?  Are  we  basically 
materialists?  Are  we  ready  to 
trade  the  spirit  of  adventure, 
peace  of  mind,  and  unselfish 
service  for  the  empty  assurance 
of  things?  What  we  support  with 
our  means,  our  efforts,  and  our 
ideals  reveals  the  nature  of  our 
faith. 

In  other  causes?  Have  we  as 
Christians  been  guilty  of  losing 
our  "first  love"?  Have  causes 
other  than  the  church  enlisted 
our  sympathies  and  our  support? 
This  is  not  to  question  the  good 
purposes  of  community  organiza- 
tions. It  is  not  to  suggest  that 
the  individual  Christian  is  free  of 


civic  responsibility.  But  in  these 
days  of  struggle  for  success  in 
our  vocations,  we  need  to  raise 
the  questions  of  how  many 
causes  we  can  effectually  serve 
and  also  what  the  really  signifi- 
cant causes  are.  As  Christians, 
are  our  social  clubs,  our  civic  or- 
ganizations, our  recreational  en- 
deavors and  our  church  auxil- 
iaries sapping  our  energy  and 
our  money  so  that  we  have  noth- 
ing left  for  the  major  task  of 
Christian  witnessing?  Is  our 
faith  in  "other  causes"  rather 
than  in  the  church? 

In  our  church  program?  Have 
we  any  faith  in  what  the  church 
at  large  is  doing?  Is  our  church 
program  basically  irrelevant  to 
the  needs  of  today's  world?  Are 
relief  and  reconstruction  needed 
today?  Do  we  consider  the  re- 
lationship between  volunteer 
service,  German  students  in 
American  homes,  the  location  of 
displaced  persons,  and  a  better 
tomorrow?  Have  we  thought  of 
the  connection  between  the 
Great  Commission  and  our  con- 
tinuance of  world  missions?  Do 
we  as  confused,  distraught  peo- 
ple need  the  renewal,  forgive- 
ness and  direction  which  true 
Christianity  brings?  I  know  of 
no  organization  that  offers  more 
than  the  church.  So  let  us  sup- 
port what  we  have  approved  and 
democratically  correct  what  is 
wrong,  that  our  church  may  be 
more  effective.  Let  us  give  some- 
thing for  our  faith!  And  if  we 
love  our  church,  one  way  to 
prove  our  love  in  terms  all  men 
can  understand  is  to  support  our 
church's  ministry  to  a  sin-sick 
world. 


Worst  in  the  Church 

Roy  White 

Chicago,  Illinois 

TO   EARN   the   title,    Worst 
Person  in  the  Church,  you 
need  only  follow  these  sim- 
ple rules: 

1.  Defend  your  faults,  rather 
than  repenting. 

2.  Share  your  weakness,  rath- 


er than  your  strength.  Seek 
others  to  share  your  weaker 
moments.  Together,  you  may 
even  get  the  church  to  bless  your 
lapses. 

3.  Slander  those  who  try  to 
live  on  a  higher  plane  than 
yourself.  Watch  them  critically; 
use  your  imagination  if  one  of 
them  seems  to  stumble. 

Once  you  acquire  the  habit  of 
defending  yourself  rather  than 
witnessing  for  Christ,  while  you 
drag  down  the  weak  and  slan- 
der the  strong,  you  are  a  candi- 


date for  the  title,  Worst  Person 
in  the  Church.  It  is  easy.  Many 
earn  that  distinction. 

Where  To  Find  Him 

I  read  the  other  day  of  a  little  girl 
who  used  to  wait  for  her  mother  to 
come  and  take  her  home  after  Sun- 
day-school was  over.  One  day,  how- 
ever, she  went  with  some  of  her 
little  friends  into  the  church.  When 
her  mother  found  her  there  she 
asked  the  little  girl  why  she  went 
into  the  church.  She  replied,  "I  went 
into  the  church  to  see  God." — Julia 
Graydon,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

We  heard  you  speaking  about 
Making  a  Success  of  Marriage  and 
you  stressed  the  importance  of 
similarity  of  background.  We 
wanted  to  ask  for  help  with  our  son, 
John,  who  is  twenty-two.  He  is  en- 
gaged to  Mary   ,  who 

is  twenty-one.  She  is  a  lovely  girl 
and  we  like  her  very  much,  but  she 
is  a  Roman  Catholic.  She  will  never 
come  to  church  with  John  and  says 
our  church  is  not  really  a  church. 
They  would  have  to  be  married  by 
the  priest  and  make  some  promises. 
John  was  raised  in  our  church  and 
feels  a  bit  uneasy  about  the  fact 
that  Mary  is  Catholic.  They  went 
to  high  school  together  and  her 
parents  are  very  fine  people.  What 
can  we  do  and  what  should  we  do? 

A  Worried  Father  and  Mother. 
Dear  Friends: 

You  are  facing  a  problem  that  you 
share  with  many  other  parents  and 
it  is  a  difficult  one.  It  would  be  best, 
first  of  all,  to  rid  ourselves  of  cer- 
tain anxieties  which  are  based  on 
misinformation  and  prejudice. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  a 
Christian  church.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
church  universal,  just  as  the  Eastern 
Orthodox  and  the  Protestant  church- 
es are.  Catholics  worship  the  same 
God  and  Christ  that  we  do.  Most  of 
their  members  are  just  ordinary 
people  like  the  members  of  our 
church.  There  are  good  and  bad,  as 
among  us.  Their  priests  and  nuns  are 
their  ministers  and  teachers.  Often 
they  are  self-sacrificing  people  with 
beautiful  spirits. 

Unfortunately,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church  believes  it  is  the  only  true 
church — much  as  some  Protestant 
churches  did  one  hundred  years  ago. 


They  feel  that  for  one  of  their  mem- 
bers to  marry  a  Protestant  is  like 
marrying  an  unbeliever.  They  re- 
quire an  agreement  that  the  children 
should  be  reared  Catholic.  A  Catho- 
lic girl  is  not  considered  married  un- 
less married  by  a  priest.  Good 
Catholics  are  not  permitted  to  wor- 
ship in  Protestant  churches. 

All  of  this  makes  it  very  difficult — 
although  not  impossible  —  for  a 
strongly  religious  Protestant  and  a 
strongly  religious  Catholic  to  build 
the  most  successful  marriage.  Why 
not  secure  from  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  (297  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York  City)  the  little  pamphlet, 
Shall  I  Marry  a  Catholic?  and  give 
it  to  John  and  Mary  to  read.  This 
matter  is  of  concern  to  both  of  them. 

Much  evidence  would  indicate 
that  such  a  marriage  is  not  most 
wise.  But  suppose  the  young  people 
are  so  committed  to  each  other  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  reconsider- 
ing. Certainly  then,  the  part  of 
wisdom  for  the  parents  is  to  take 
Mary  as  a  genuine  daughter  and 
share  with  her  all  the  areas  of  life 
in  which  she  can  share.  You  will 
not  want  to  make  her  feel  like  an 
outsider. 

If  Roman  Catholicism  provides 
more  spiritual  reality  than  your  own 
church,  perhaps  John  will  eventually 
become  a  Catholic.  If  your  own 
wins,  if  your  family  atmosphere, 
your  church  fellowship  prove  to  be 
more  genuine  than  that  of  Roman 
Catholics — perhaps  Mary  may  later 
become  a  good  Protestant.  At  any 
rate,  if  the  decision  is  made,  then 
your  role  will  be  to  love  and  help. 
Your  Counselor. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Kathleen  Louise  Wolfe  was  born  on  Dec.  28,  1949, 
into  the  home  of  Claude  and  June  Wolfe,  our  mis- 
sionaries to  Ecuador. 

Mrs.  S.  E..  Houff  of  Fincastle,  Va.,  died  Jan.  2  at  her 
home  after  five  months  of  illness.  Surviving  are  her  hus- 
band, Sidney  Houff,  and  two  sons,  James  L.  Houff  and 
Robert  E.  Houff. 

The  Harrisburg  church.  Pa.,  will  conduct  a  week  of 
spiritual  emphasis  and  evangelistic  meetings  from  Jan. 
15-22.  D.  W.  Bittinger  from  Elgin  will  be  the  speaker 
during  the  week.  Visitors  from  near-by  churches  are 
invited. 

The  Indiana  pastors*  conference  will  be  held  in  the 
Third  Christian  church,  17th  and  Broadway,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.,  Jan.  24-26.  Outstanding  speakers  will  be  pres- 
ent including  D.  Elton  Trueblood  and  Bishop  John  S. 
Stamm. 

Harold  Bradi's  address  is  231  Benton  Place  instead  of 
Menton  Place  as  we  had  it  in  a  recent  Messenger.  Bro. 
Bradt  is  a  leader  of  congregational  music  and  would  be 
glad  to  be  of  service  in  this  way  in  evangelistic  meetings 
in  churches  which  need  such  musical  leadership. 

The  Basseit  church,  Va.,  is  holding  a  special  celebra- 
tion in  honor  of  the  thirty-five  new  members  baptized 
into  their  church  during  the  last  year.  These  members 
have  completed  a  special  course  on  the  meanings  of 
church  membership.  The  celebration  will  be  Feb.  23,  at 
7:00  p.m.  The  announcement  says,  "Fun,  food,  fellow- 
ship, worship  for  all." 

Brother  and  Sister  William  Emory  of  Bristol,  Va., 
write  to  suggest  that  if  all  of  us  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  can  make  Christ  the  head  of  our  churches  and 
the  head  of  our  homes  then  we  can  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  and  advance  with  Christ.  We  should  seek  not  to 
do  our  own  wills  but  always  to  do  His  will,  they  suggest. 

William  M.  Beahm  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  will 
be  the  speaker  at  the  meetings  celebrating  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  the  church  building  at 
Second  church,  York,  Pa.,  on  Jan.  21  and  22.  Sessions 
are  scheduled  for  Saturday  at  7:45  p.m.  and  for  Sunday 
at  10:  45  a.m.,  3:00  p.m.,  and  6:45  p.m.  The  theme  of  the 
meetings  is  Effective  Christian  Living. 

The  Oneonta  church  in  Alabama  sends  us  word  that 
following  the  recent  tornado,  which  completely  destroyed 
their  church,  the  members  gathered  themselves  together 
and  resolved  to  rebuild  a  substantial  house  of  worship. 
They  plan  a  brick  church,  forty  by  sixty  feet.  It  is  their 
hope  to  do  as  much  of  the  work  themselves  as  they  can 
so  that  the  expenses  of  building  will  not  be  great.  The 
neighborhood  has  generously  responded  to  their  need. 
The  bricklayers'  union  has  promised  to  come  on  Sat- 
urdays and  lay  brick  without  charge.  The  brick  manu- 
facturers have  promised  to  sell  brick  at  half  price.  The 
hauling  will  be  done  by  members  and  neighbors  without 
charge.  The  community  has  suffered  for  two  successive 
years  with  crop  failures.  Cotton  and  tomatoes  are  their 
chief  products.  They  solicit  the  prayers  and  the  interest 
of  the  church  as  they  undertake  to  rebuild  their  house 
of  worship. 


Ora  Mote,  wife  of  Arthur  Mote,  who  was  pastor  at 
Detroit  for  about  fourteen  years,  died  at  Eugene,  Oregon, 
in  early  January. 

L.  Hortense  Lear  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  writes  to  urge 
all  Brethren  to  continue  their  gallant  fight  against  al- 
cohol in  this  country.  She  recommends  very  highly  the 
reading  of  the  National  Voice. 

The  article  appearing  in  the  Dec.  24  issue  in  the 
Local  Church  section,  reporting  on  the  Southern  Califor- 
nia district  retreat  for  deacons,  was  credited  mistakenly 
to  D.  L.  Brubaker.  We  intended  to  say  that  it  was 
written  by  D.  Earl  Brubaker. 

DeWitt  L.  Miller  of  Washington  recently  spoke  to  the 
Eastern  District  of  Maryland's  men's  work  in  the  Pipe 
Creek  church.  The  men  voted  at  this  meeting  to  give 
$3,000  in  money,  labor  or  material  to  the  Dundalk  churcr 
project  in  Baltimore. 

In  Southern  Ohio  the  district  board  of  education  is 
sponsoring  a  school  of  church  music  in  the  West  Milton 
church  on  Jan.  8,  15,  22,  29,  and  Feb.  12.  The  sessions 
will  be  held  from  2:30-4:00  each  Sunday  afternoon  of 
these  dates.  At  each  session  an  outstanding  speaker  will 
present  some  phase  of  worship  through  music.  This  will 
be  followed  by  a  hymn  sing  and  study  of  hymn  values 
which  will  be  led  by  Perry  Huffaker.  Speakers  are  Ken 
Morse — Jan.  8,  William  Beahm — Jan.  15,  Clyde  Forney — 
Jan.  22.  On  Feb.  12  Alvin  Brightbill  will  lead  a  great 
hymn  sing  in  the  Trotwood  high  school  at  2:30  p.m. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Brotherhood  Find 

I  Goal /  1,137,000 

When  returning  to  the  United   States 
after  being  away  for  a  time,  one  is  im-  ' 
pressed   by   the    availability   of  material  j 
things.    Stacks  of  clothing,  endless  quan- 
tities of  household  equipment  and  furni- 
ture,  and   thousands   of   shiny   new   cars 
have  created  a  strong  desire  for  "ready  j 
*-/&       cash."    Surely  no   country   in  the   world 
has  so  many  things  to  buy  and  so  much 
with  which  to  buy.   Are  we  saying,  "Well,  j 


H 


k 


Cumulative   receipts   to   Dec.    31,    1949 — $630,835 
Remainder  to  receive  by  Feb.  28.  1950 — $506,165 


I  have  done  without  all  these  years,  now 
I'm  going  to  buy  some  of  the  things  I  want 
for  myself"? 

Yes,  the  wealth  of  America  amazes  me. 
How  I  wish  we  could  also  spend  liberally 
so  more  spiritual  influence  could  be  felt 
in  a  world  that  thinks  of  us  only  as  the 
possessor  of  dollars.  Surely  we  have 
enough  dollars  that  we  have  some  to 
spare.  Granted  our  generosity  has  touched 
the  hearts  of  the  poor  in  other  lands.  They 
know  we  have  shared  because  of  the  love 
of  God  in  our  hearts.  Pray  that  our  light 
will  continue  to  shine  in  a  world  that  begs 
for  human  sympathy  and  understanding. 
— Mrs.  Eldon  Burke,  B.S.C.  worker, 
temporarily  in  America. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  pastor  of  the  Olivet  church 
at  Thornville,  Ohio,  suggests  that  one  of  the  best  ways 
for  us  to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  this  year  is  to  deepen 
Christian  living  in  our  homes. 

Two  India  missionaries,  Sadie  J.  Miller  and  Verna 
Blickenstaff,  arrived  in  San  Pedro,  Calif.,  on  Dec.  29, 
1949.  They  came  from  Bombay  on  the  freighter,  Silver 
Moon,  and  report  a  very  good  trip. 

The  J.  H.  Moore  Memorial  church  of  Sebring,  Fla., 
plans  its  dedication  services  Sunday,  Jan.  22.  Bro. 
James  Moore  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Bro.  H.  B. 
Heisey  is  the  pastor.  A  picture  and  story  of  this  church 
will  appear  in  the  Messenger  later. 

To  miss  a  meal  each  week  from  December  to  February 
as  suggested  by  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  seemed  to  be  a 
minimum  sacrifice  to  help  reach  the  Brotherhood  Goal, 
write  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  Carr,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Marian  of  Udell,  Iowa,  who  among  many  others  have 
followed  the  suggestion. 

Seeds  of  Hope  are  needed  for  the  countries  of  Europe. 
These  seeds  should  be  sent  at  once  to  New  Windsor,  Md., 
since  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  in  Europe  by  March  1 
for  spring  planting.  Those  who  do  not  care  to  purchase 
seeds  for  shipment  could  send  $2.00  as  a  special  means 
of  sending  packages  of  Seeds  of  Hope  to  Europe. 

Immediately  before  Christmas  seventy-nine  displaced 
persons  arrived  at  New  Windsor.  Many  of  them  were 
able  to  get  into  their  new  homes  for  Christmas.  Some 
remained  at  the  center.  Immediately  following  Christ- 
mas, thirty-eight  more  dependent  persons  arrived.  They 
are  being  placed  in  homes  as  rapidly  as  possible.  More 
assurances  are  needed. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Board  offices  are  as  follows:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean 
Rohrer  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Chicago;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Welch  and  children,  Helen,  Kenneth,  and 
Carla  Jeane  and  Linda  Fischer,  all  of  Lake  Odessa, 
Mich.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Roffensperger  and  Danny 
and  Shirley  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

The  new  hymnal  is  moving  toward  completion.  The 
editorial  staff  gave  final  consideration  to  the  hymns  for 
the  second  half  of  the  book  during  the  week  between 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day.  After  the  manuscripts 
are  photostated,  they  will  be  sent  to  the  platemaker  who 
is  already  working  on  the  first  half  of  the  book.  The 
new  hymnal  can  be  printed  and  bound  as  soon  as  these 
are  completed. 

i 

Many  Christians  are  earnestly  seeking  for  a  deepen- 
ing of  their  spiritual  lives.  This  is  indicated  by  the  very 
rapid  growth  of  religious  retreats.  In  the  American 
Magazine  Robert  Hampshire  writes  as  follows:  "In  all 
probability  not  fewer  than  200,000  Americans  now  re- 
tire into  monastic  silence,  prayer  and  meditation  for 
at  least  two  days  a  year.  The  world  has  never  seen  any- 
thing quite  like  the  present  spontaneous  desire  on  the 
part  of  so  many  men  and  women  to  seek  days  of  volun- 
tary seclusion  with  God."  Let  us  pray  that  out  of  this 
great  amount  of  time  spent  with  God  there  may  come 
a  renewal  of  spiritual  consecration  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 


On  Jan.  1,  Galen  T.  Lehman  terminated  his  pastorate 
at  Huntington,  Ind.,  to  become  associate  secretary  of  the 
Central  Region.  His  address  is  changed  therefore  from 
Huntington  to  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Several  thousand  copies  of  the  Jan.  14  issue  had  been 
printed  before  we  caught  the  error  in  the  rental  charge 
for  the  film,  Into  the  Good  Ground.  This  should  be  cor- 
rected to  read  $10.00  rather  than  $1.00,  if  your  Mes- 
senger was  one  of  these  first  copies. 

Youth  Week  is  Jan.  29— Feb.  5.  Don  Snider,  Di- 
rector of  Youth  Work,  has  written  the  editorial  this  week 
to  commemorate  that  event.  Our  youth  of  today  are 
the  church  of  tomorrow.  They  give  promise  of  a  strong 
and  growing  church.   May  God  bless  them. 

I  W.  Moomaw,  long-time  missionary  to  India  now 
working  with  Rural  Missions,  has  recently  written  a  new 
book,  The  Farmer  Speaks.  Copies  may  be  secured  by 
writing  to  the  Rural  Missions  Co-operating  Committee, 
156  Fifth  Ave.,  NY.  The  cost  is  $2.50  per  copy. 

The  latest  news  from  China  is  encouraging.  Prior  to 
the  Communists  taking  over  in  West  China  we  had  re- 
ceived word  from  our  people  there  that  as  far  as  they 
knew  they  were  completely  prepared  for  the  turnover. 
Since  then  we  have  had  no  word.  Just  today  we  received 
a  telegram  from  the  Methodists  in  New  York  stating  that 
all  West  China  personnel  including  all  Church  of  the 
Brethren  missionaries  have  been  liberated  and  are  safe. 
We  should  all  rejoice  and  join  our  hearts  in  prayers 
for  the  future. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  m.,  in  the  Lib- 
erty church,  Tenn..  Jan.  31— Feb.  12. 

Bro.  Harold  R.  Myers  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  in  the  Miami  church, 
Fla..  Jan.  31— Feb.  12. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Wabash  church,  Ind. 

Thirteen  received  in  the  Lititz  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Center  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Upper  Claar  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Liberty  Mills  church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Mount  Etna  church,  Iowa. 

Three  received  by  letter  in  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  White  Oak  church, 


Pa. 


One  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Bassett  church, 


Va. 

Five  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Clay  County  church, 
Fla. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Spring  Run 
church,  Pa. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Hanoverdale 
church,  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Logansport 
church,  Ind. 

Thirty-one  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Water- 
ford  church,  Calif. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  received  by  former  baptism  in  the 
Waynesboro  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  and  one  by  former  baptism  in  the  Calvary 
church,  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  January  22 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  The  First  Christian  Martyr. — Acts  6:  1 — 
8:4.  Memory  Selection:  "'Be  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
you  the  crown  of  life.'  "    Rev.  2:  10. 

CBYF  Topic  for  January,  Japan. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


TRIED  BY  FIRE 


THIS  has  been  one  of  those  re- 
warding days  which  comes  in 
work  like  this  after  months  in 
which  we  often  asked  ourselves 
whether  we  were  actually  accom- 
plishing anything. 

Oh,  of  course,  we  have  an  ever- 
abiding  faith  that  good  Christian 
friendship  with  the  boys  is  bound 
to  help  and,  along  with  this,  some 
of  our  hopes  in  Christian  methods 
of  social  work  will  "rub  off"  if  we 
are  with  the  youth  village  staff 
enough. 

But  today  has  been  different  and 
I  want  to  tell  you  about  it! 

Today  started  off  as  a  day  of 
tragedy.  In  line  with  our  emergency 
program  I  had  left  early  to  spend 
the  day  interviewing  DP's  concern- 
ing migration  to  America.  My  wife 
and  the  M.  R.  Ziglers,  who  were 
preparing  to  leave  after  a  visit  with 
us,  heard  more  excitement  than  usu- 
al in  this  already  noisy  spot. 

Two  things  were  immediately  evi- 
dent. A  barracks  not  far  away  in 
which  twenty-three  refugees  were 
living  was  burning,  and  our  boys 
were  dropping  everything  and  run- 
ning to  help. 

If  only  my  words  could  describe 
the  light  in  the  eyes  of  Rudi,  the 
Kaltenstein  boys'  president,  that 
night  when  he  told  me  about  our 
boys  and  what  they  did.  This  nine- 
teen-year-old boy  who  was  a  profes- 
sional newspaper  reporter  in  the 
Soviet  Zone  and  who  has  had  too 
many  experiences  for  a  man  twice 
his  age,  had  tears  of  happiness  in 
his  eyes  when  he  described  how  the 
boys  had  come  through. 

The  boys  had  rushed  into  the  bar- 
racks time  and  again  (while  the  citi- 
zens of  Vaihingen-Enz  stood  back) 
bringing  out  what  little  they  could 
save  for  these  destitute  people.  A 
part  of  this  time  they  were  in  dan- 
ger of  the  roof  falling  in  on  them, 
but  after  what  these  boys  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  past,  this  had  been 
unimportant. 

One  boy,  an  endangered  youth,  had 


brought  out  the  purse  of  one  of  these 
refugee  women  without  touching 
one  pfennig  of  the  money  in  it.  Oth- 
er boys  brought  out  a  trunk  which 
unfortunately    came    open,    spilling 


These  two  stories  of  bar- 
racks fires  among  the  refu- 
gees whom  Brethren  Service 
is  trying  to  help  in  Austria 
and  Germany  arrived  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other. 

It  is  a  moving  experience 
to  read  how  people  who  are 
themselves  in  great  need 
gave  of  their  meager  posses- 
sions to  help  the  victims. 

Suppose  our  generosity 
were  tried  by  fire.  How 
would  we  respond? 

Perhaps,  if  we  could  be  on 
the  spot  and  see  the  flames, 
we  would  be  as  ready  to 
help  as  the  Kaltenstein  boys. 
But  we  are  far  away,  and 
Europe's  need  is  becoming 
an  old  story. 

Yet  thai  need  is  as  real  as 
ever.  The  house  of  all  Eu- 
rope was  burned  down  by 
war.  There  are  millions  of 
war  victims  whose  need  is 
scarcely  less  urgent  than 
that  of  those  whose  barracks 
burned  a  few  months  ago. 

Our  Achievement  Offering 
is  approaching.  There  is 
grave  danger  that  our 
Brethren  Service  budget 
may  not  be  raised,  though 
it  has  been  sharply  reduced 
in  the  past  two  years. 

Will  you  give  as  though 
your  generosity  has  been 
tried  by  fire? 
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possessions   and   some   money.    The 
boys  replaced  it  all. 

You  must  realize  what  this  means 
in  a  community  where  some  citizens 
opposed  the  start  of  the  youth  vil- 
lage, not  wanting  this  type  of  boy 


in  this  quiet  rural  community.  Our 
project  was  delayed  some  time  by 
this  opposition.  You  must  realize, 
also,  what  this  means  in  a  communi- 
ty where  even  now  our  boys  are 
not    always    trusted. 

(The  next  day  in  the  Vaihingen- 
Enz  newspaper  the  mayor  wrote  a 
special  commendation  of  the  Kalten- 
stein boys  and  their  action.  He  said 
that  this  would  stand  as  an  example 
to  the  citizens  of  Vaihingen.) 

But  Rudi's  eyes  really  lit  up  when 
he  told  of  the  meeting  they  held 
before  he  came  to  our  apartment. 

When  it  was  evident  that  all  the 
refugees  lost  much  in  the  fire  and 
some  lost  everything,  one  of  the  boys 
suggested  that  they  call  an  emergen- 
cy parliament  session  to  discuss  how 
they  might  help.  (The  boys  are  gov- 
erned by  their  own  youth  parlia- 
ment.) 

The  Brethren  Service  Commission 
has  sent  a  fine  supply  of  clothing  for 
the  boys,  but  at  my  suggestion  the 
boys  have  been  asked  to  earn  this 
clothing  by  a  special  point  system 
based  on  their  work  and  behavior 
record.  They  are  allowed  a  certain 
number  of  points  per  week  and  a 
point  price  is  attached  to  each  item 
in  the  clothes  room. 

Tonight  at  the  parliament  meeting 
these  boys,  who  are  virtually  desti- 
tute themselves,  voted  to  give  their 
clothing  points  for  two  weeks  to 
allow  this  amount  of  clothing  to  be 
given  to  these  unfortunate  refugees. 
This  amounts  to  approximately  one 
third  of  a  suit  from  each  boy. 

This  was  the  decision  of  this  group 
of  boys,  almost  everyone  of  whom 
had  lived  at  some  time  or  another 
on  black  market  profits;  who  have 
been  repeatedly  described  as  the 
most  self-centered  social  group  in 
Germany;  who  have  often  roamed 
Germany  without  anyone  except  the 
police  noticing;  who  have  the  war 
indelibly  etched  on  their  lives;  and 
whom  very  few  people  believe  even 
yet  they  can  trust. 

The  next  day  I  visited  the  burned 
barracks  with  the  committee  of  three 
boys  sent  by  the  Kaltenstein  youth 


The  refugees  whose  living  quarters  were  destroyed  by  lire  in  Austria  and  Germany 
lived  in  barracks  similar  to  that  shown  above.  These  crowded  barracks  containing 
sometimes  more  than  a  hundred  people  living  together  are  the  only  homes  many  have 
known  lor  years.  Refugees  like  those  shown  above  who  have  so  little  shared  their 
meager  possessions  with  the  destitute 


The  Kaltenstein  boys  not  only  risked  their  lives  to  remove  the  limited  belongings  of 
refugees  from  the  burning  barracks,  but  gave  up  their  own  two  weeks'  allotment  of 
clothing  in  order  that  they  might  share  their  blessings  with  the  homeless.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  they  have  so  very  little  themselves.  Two  members  of  the  Kaltenstein 
youth  village  are  shown  above 


parliament  to  survey  the  needs  of 
the  refugee  families.  I  have  rarely 
seen  such  a  fine  piece  of  social  work 
done  by  anyone.  It  was  done  entire- 
ly without  adult  help.  (I  was  along 
only  to  take  pictures.) 

In  my  wildest  optimistic  hopes  for 
Kaltenstein  I  never  dreamed  I 
would  see  anyone  lean  on  boys  this 
age  as  these  refugee  women  leaned 
on  these  three.  The  first  lady,  who 
will  surely  have  a  child  in  a  month 
or  two,  was  out  on  this  frosty  morn- 
ing without  a  coat  digging  around  in 
the  ashes  of  her  home  for  anything 
she  could  salvage.  The  confidence 
and  strength  she  gained  from  the 
committee  (three  boys  in  their  teens) 
was  wonderful. 


As  the  other  people,  shaking  from 
the  cold,  filed  over  to  the  boys,  each 
in  his  turn  was  helped  in  a  way 
much  more  important  than  the  cloth- 
ing he  was  to  receive. 

I  would  hesitate  to  even  imply 
that  the  life  in  Kaltenstein  has  given 
these  boys  what  we  have  admired 
so  much  during  those  two  days.  But 
of  this  I  am  convinced — life  in  Kal- 
tenstein makes  it  possible  for  the 
fine  things  that  may  lay  hidden  in 
a  boy's  life  to  come  out. 

As  we  learn  to  know  these  boys 
and  the  other  youth  in  Germany 
better  and  better,  the  conviction  is 
ever  recurring  that  surely  the  future 
of  Germany  lies  in  its  youth.  The 
help  we  give  these  youth  today  and 


tomorrow  can  very  possibly  turn  the 
whole  tide  of  history. 

I  hope  this  story  is  as  warming  to 
the  people  at  home  —  to  everyone 
who  has  contributed  in  any  way  to 
Kaltenstein  —  as  it  is  to  us  sitting 
here  in  our  Kaltenstein  apartment. 
Byron    Royer 

Early  Sunday  morning  the  refugees 
in  camp  Weigsheid  were  awakened 
by  a  fire  in  barracks  46.  The  fire 
was  caused  from  an  overheated  stove 
in  a  crowded  room,  and  by  the  time 
the  seventy-five  occupants  of  the 
barracks  were  aroused  from  their 
slumbers,  they  barely  had  time  to 
leap  from  the  windows  of  the  flam- 
ing wooden  building.  All  were  able 
to  make  their  way  to  safety  except 
a  two-  and  one-half-year-old  child. 

Even  though  the  fire  brigade  ar- 
rived within  seven  minutes  after  the 
alarm  was  turned  in,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  anything  to  be  saved.  These 
people  who  had  so  little  must  again 
face  starting  over  with  nothing! 
When  one's  possessions  are  so  few 
they  also  are  more  dear  and  difficult 
to  replace. 

The  other  residents  of  the  camp, 
already  living  in  overcrowded  rooms, 
opened  their  arms  and  welcomed 
the  homeless  to  take  refuge  with 
them.  They  also  generously  loaned 
clothing  so  that  the  fire  victims  could 
appear  in  public  the  next  day. 

Then  when  things  looked  so  dark 
and  hopeless  for  the  future,  the  news 
had  spread  about  the  disaster,  and 
God's  goodness  showed  in  the  hearts 
of  man.  The  poor  refugees  from  oth- 
er camps  went  through  their  meager 
belongings  and  gathered  together  a 
sizeable  amount  of  clothing  to  give 
to  the  homeless. 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  That  this 
poor  widow  hath  cast  more  in,  than 
all  they  which  have  cast  into  the 
treasury: 

"For  all  they  did  cast  in  of  their 
abundance;  but  she  of  her  want  did 
cast  in  all  that  she  had,  even  all  her 
living." 

It  was  thrilling  and  heart-warming 
news  to  hear  that  God  does  live  in 
the  hearts  of  men,  and  even  though 
their  possessions  are  few,  they  are 
still  willing  to  share.  Then  I  asked 
myself,  "Have  we,  who  have  been 
blessed  with  more  material  things 
than  these  refugees,  been  willing  to 
share  to  the  same  degree?" 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  those  who 
have  suffered  greatly  can  more  easily 
sympathize  with  others  in  need  and 
recognize  suffering. 

Bernelta    Eisenbise 
Linz,  Austria 
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The  Local  Church- 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


FOLLOWING  are  suggestive 
standards  and  traditions  which 
it  is  felt  if  put  into  practice 
would  enable  the  church  to  strength- 
en family  life  in  our  homes.  In  re- 
turn strong  homes  would  invigorate 
the  church. 

I.  Church,  home  and  youth  togeth- 
er should  do  all  that  is  possible  to 
give  youth  strong  virile  bodies  and 
healthy  emotional  maturity. 

This  is  a  fundamental  preparation 
for  happy  marriage  which  begins 
early  and  is  of  primary  significance. 
Though  physical  health  cannot  be 
guaranteed,  it  should  be  the  best 
within  the  limits  of  capability.  The 
church  camping  and  recreation  pro- 
gram though  having  primary  spirit- 
ual values  should  see  the  develop- 
ment of  the  healthy  body  as  one  of 
its  chief  objectives.  The  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  spirit.  The  doctrine 
of  simple  living  must  be  brought 
up  to  date  and  made  attractive  in 
its  daily  application  at  home,  in  the 
church  and  in  social  practices  and 
affairs. 

Emotional  health  and  maturity  is 
an  even  more  significant  factor  in 
marriage.  Physical  handicaps  can 
more  easily  be  adjusted  to  and  com- 


pensations made.  Emotional  weak- 
ness or  inactivity  is  itself  a  lack  of 
adjustment  to  life.  More  than  any- 
thing else  family  life  is  living  to- 
gether with  people.  Healthy  emo- 
tional reactions  are  absolutely 
essential  to  keep  these  relationships 
happy.  This  foundation  for  a  happy 
marriage  must  be  laid  early,  and 
most  of  it  happens  in  the  home. 
Psychologists  indicate  that  emotion- 
al patterns  of  behavior  are  estab- 
lished in  the  first  few  years  of  life. 
This  is  the  home's  golden  opportuni- 
ty. The  church  should  help  young 
adults  with  children  to  know  how  to 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
and  responsibility. 

II.  The  church  and  youth  should 
establish  definite  aids  to  prepare  for 
happy  and  enduring  marriages. 

A.  The  church  will  give  courses  at 
ages  needed:  to  youth  in  prepara- 
tion for  marriage,  and  to  young 
adults  to  carry  on  in  home  life. 

B.  Youth  will  come  to  the  pastor 
of  the  church  for  guidance  and  coun- 
seling at  least  six  weeks  and  prefer- 
ably several  months  before  the  wed- 
ding to  think  through  the  steps  of 
preparation  necessary. 

The  pastor  may  be  justified  in  re- 


The  home  and  the  church  must  unite  forces   to  begin  early  to  place   the  child  in   an 
environment  in  which  Christian  character  is  molded 
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THE  CHURCH 

AND  ; 

HAPPY  I 

MARRIAGES 


Vernon  Miller 

Pastor,   Fresno,    California 


fusing  to  perform  a  ceremony  if  ad- 
equate counseling  is  not  agreed  to. 
The  church  is  not  merely  a  rubber 
stamp  to  be  magically  applied  to 
guarantee  a  successful  marriage. 
The  church  does  have  a  philosophy 
and  way  of  life  which  is  a  powerful 
force  to  insure  happiness  in  any 
marriage.  That  philosophy  and  way 
of  life  must  be  understood  and  be- 
come a  vital  part  in  the  thinking 
and  faith  of  the  couple.  The  religious 
ceremony  symbolizes  that  faith  —  it 
does  not  create  it. 

If  the  couple  is  really  serious 
about  evaluating  their  fitness  for 
each  other  and  for  marriage,  the 
evaluating  process  should  begin  ear- 
ly in  the  engagement  before  public 
announcement.  A  broken  engage- 
ment is  heart-breaking  but  a  thou- 
sand times  better  than  a  broken 
home.  Earnest  individuals  consult 
others  before  investing  their  capital 
in  a  partnership  business  enterprise. 
It  is  also  wise  for  youth  to  seek  the 
guidance  of  God  through  the  coun- 
seling facilities  of  the  church  in  the 
greatest  partnership  of  all  in  which 
they  plan  to  invest  their  entire  life. 

C.  The  wedding  ceremony  should 
be  a  church-centered  tradition  with 
the  reinforcement  of  the  power  of 
God  and  his  church. 

The  commercial  wedding  chapel  is 
a  secularization  of  life  which  the 
church  should  oppose  with  all  its 
strength.  Already  we  have  secular- 
ized too  much  of  life.  The  church 
of  God  should  be  the  center  of  our 
living.  These  major  events  of  life 
should  focus  in  the  church. 

Photo  by  Harold  L.  Phillips 


A  church  wedding  is  not  just  for 
show.  It  need  not  be  costly.  It  can 
express  the  simple  life  and  be  rich 
in  the  traditions  of  the  fellowship 
of  the  Christian  congregation.  It  is 
a  religious  rite,  indicating  the  faith 
of  the  participants  that  God  is  cen- 
tral in  all  of  life.  If  the  wedding 
is  not  in  the  church  it  should  be  in 
a  home.  The  home  is  a  center  of 
religion  as  much  as  the  church. 

D.  Another  specific  aid  of  the 
church  to  strengthen  the  home  is  a 
home  dedication  service. 

A  house  is  more  than  a  mere  build- 
ing. We  would  not  think  of  using 
a  new  church  for  the  worship  of 
God  without  a  special  service  of 
dedication.  A  house  will  be  used 
about  fifty  times  as  many  hours  per 
week  for  the  purpose  of  Christian 
education  and  worship  of  God  as  the 
church.  Lovely  services  of  dedica- 
tion have  been  worked  out.  It  may 
be  just  the  pastor  and  the  family. 
A  few  friends  may  be  invited.  Or, 
it  may  be  a  fellowship  occasion  for 
the  church  or  a  class  group. 

E.  The  bringing  of  a  small  child 
to  be  presented  unto  the  Lord  in  a 
service  of  dedication  is  a  joining  of 
hands  on  the  part  of  the  church  and 
the  home  to  say:  "We  have  a  God- 
given  opportunity  and  task  to  do. 
We  pray  God's  help  in  every  hour 
and  year  of  growth  unto  Christlike- 
ness." 

III.  The  church  fellowship  should 
be  concerned  about  helping  young 
married  couples  solve  Ihe  difficult 
financial  problems  facing  them  in 
the  establishment  of  homes  under 
our  present  economic  system. 

This  used  to  be  done  by  giving  a 
cow,  chickens,  the  south  forty,  or  a 
barn  raising. 

Today  it  might  be  in  the  form  of: 
A  credit  union  —  such  as  many 
churches  have,  assistance  in  securing 
positions  of  work,  exchange  labor  in 
building  new  homes,  a  court  of  cot- 
tages to  be  rented  to  young  couples 
until  they  are  able  to  build  their 
own  homes  and  to  elderly  couples 
who  wish  to  retire  and  have  a  small 
place  near  the  church. 

IV.  Young  couples  will  select  one 
church  home  for  their  new  family 
before  the  time  of  the  wedding. 

In  most  cases  the  choice  should 
be  made  definite  during  the  period 
of  engagement.  It  should  not  be 
merely  discussed  and  put  off  to  be  de- 
cided after  the  wedding.  It  is  mean- 
ingful and  appropriate  if  the  actual 
transfer  of  membership  or  joining 
of  the  church  is  done  in  advance  of 
the  wedding.  It  gives  an  indication 
of  the  important  place  religion  has 
in  the  life  of  the  couple. 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


If  you  want  an  authentic  report 
on  the  conditions  of  displaced  per- 
sons and  refugees  in  Germany,  you 
will  want  to  schedule  the  film  RE- 
PORT ON  REFUGEES.  It  was  pro- 
duced in  January  1949,  by  the  British 
foreign  office,  but  because  of  its 
startling  truth  was  released  to  relief 
agencies  only  within  recent  months. 

Considerable  time  is  spent  in  por- 
traying the  way  in  which  DPs  move 
from  place  to  place  and  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  live  when 
they  "settle  down."  One  Brethren 
relief  worker  after  seeing  this  film 
said,  "It  is  the  most  accurate  por- 
trayal of  the  conditions  under  which 


millions  of  people  are  living  in  Eu- 
rope. Every  church  must  see  it  to 
be  informed  on  the  subject  of  refu- 
gees and  displaced  persons." 

This  picture  will  be  an  ideal  take- 
off for  a  discussion  of  the  DP  prob- 
lem and  local  planning  for  assisting 
the  plight  of  these  people.  It  can 
also  be  used  effectively  as  a  stimulus 
for  continued  support  of  our  relief 
program  which  ministers  to  these 
people  in  Europe. 

The  sound  track  is  very  poor.  Lit- 
tle actual  description  is  necessary  to 
make  the  meaning  of  this  picture 
clear,   however. 

Running  time:    30  minutes.    Rental: 
$4.00  from 
VISUAL   EDUCATION  SERVICE 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Suggestion  to  church  workers: 
This  column  will  appear  each  week. 
Clip  the  description  for  future  refer- 
ence. 


The  choice  should  be  a  free  one 
decided  and  agreed  upon  by  the  cou- 
ple themselves.  The  pastors  and  par- 
ents may  be  consulted  for  guidance 
but  the  free  choice  must  be  made 
by  the  couple.  In  the  long  run  any 
church  will  balance  out,  gaining  as 
many  as  it  loses  in  this  process. 

That  church  home  should  then  be- 
come the  focal  center  around  which 
the  new  family  moves  in  its  special 
contacts  and  daily  living. 

V.  And  of  course,  it  is  hoped  that 
in  God's  good  grace,  children  will 
be  set  in  ihe  midst  of  the  home,  for 
"of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

The  home  and  the  church  must 
unite  forces  to  begin  early,  even  be- 
fore the  birth  of  the  child,  to  place 
that  child  in  an  environment  which 
will  give  him  an  understanding  of 
God's  beautiful  kingdom  of  eternal 
living  which  begins  with  joy  now. 
As  the  child  grows,  the  home  and 
the  church  school  and  the  church 
will  work  together  to  mold  Chris- 
tian character.  The  church  will  use 
the  best  methods  to  bring  the  eternal 
truths  of  the  Bible  into  the  life  of 
the  child. 

The  home  will  realize  that  all  reli- 
gious training  cannot  be  turned  over 
to  the  church.  The  home  will  assume 
its  major  role  of  making  religion  a 
vital  experience  of  life.  Enrolling 
a  child  in  the  church  school  will  be 
seen  to  carry  with  it  responsibilities 
of  co-operation  by  the  parents  in 
the  home. 

Education  actually  takes  place  in 
the  home.  The  church  can  only  help 
to  insure  that  it  is  Christian  educa- 
tion. The  church  and  the  home  must 
work  together. 


Gold   Mine   for 
Church    Workers 

These  are  some  of  the  features  of 
the  monthly  International  Journal  of 
Religious  Education: 

1.  Methods  for  superintendents, 
pastors,  and  directors  of  religious 
education,  including  ideas  on  how 
to  plan  and  carry  forward  the  total 
program  —  Sunday,  vacation,  and 
through-the-week  activities. 

2.  Worship  programs  —  rich  re- 
sources and  plans  for  every  Sunday 
of  the  year,  graded  for  primary,  jun- 
ior, intermediate,  and  senior-young 
people's  groups. 

3.  Helps  for  teachers  —  well-writ- 
ten, down-to-earth  accounts  of  the 
best  examples  of  Christian  teaching 
being  done  today. 

4.  Pageants  and  plays — for  Christ- 
mas and  Easter  and  on  temperance, 
world  order,  race  prejudice  and  oth- 
er important  issues. 

5.  Guidance  for  parents  —  articles 
on  the  Christian  home  and  practical 
helps  for  a  church  program  of  parent 
education. 

6.  Also  featured  regularly  are  en- 
riching devotional  and  Biblical  ar- 
ticles and  materials,  new  visual  aids, 
news  of  denominations  and  councils 
and  reviews  of  new  books. 

The  International  Journal  is  highly 
recommended  as  a  valuable  tool  for 
the  church  worker.  Write  to  the 
Christian  Education  Commission  for 
further  information  and  for  free 
sample  copies. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


Under  the  light  of  Christianity  the  witch 
doctor  and  medicine  man  become  dis- 
pensers of  healing  medical  aid.  Juju 
groves  give  way  to  Christian  dispensa- 
ries such  as  that  at  Garkida  which  is  pic- 
tured here 


Ruth  and  Lawrence  Clark 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


«t 


Unto  the  Uttermost  Parts — ' 


WE  HAD  been  hunting  and 
were  homeward  bound 
from  our  vacation  in  the 
bush.  For  days  on  end  we  had 
forded  swollen  rivers,  trekked 
through  swamps  and  endless 
bush,  through  storm  and  hot  sun, 
and  had  slept  in  some  of  the 
most  primitive  of  villages.  On 
this  day  we  had  left  Kobchi.  It 
looked  as  if  it  would  storm  but 
we  needed  to  be  on  our  way 
home.  A  most  severe  electrical 
storm  came  suddenly  and  we 
were  quickly  engulfed  in  a  tor- 
rent of  rain.  Our  carriers  were 
ahead  with  our  loads  and  we 
walked  leading  our  horses  also 
loaded  with  trek  equipment.  The 
path  soon  became  a  raging 
stream  and  we  sloshed  along 
for  hours  completely  drenched. 
Progress  was  slow.  Singing  and 
joking  broke  the  monotony  and 
helped  keep  spirits  high. 
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It  was  getting  dark  but  ahead 
we  could  see  a  village.  We  had 
hoped  for  some  time  that  our 
journey  would  soon  lead  us  to  a 
village  where  we  might  rest  for 
the  night,  for  all  of  us  were  most 
weary.  From  a  distance  this  vil- 
lage looked  large  and  prosperous. 
We  looked  forward  to  comfort- 
able quarters  for  the  night,  a 
warming  fire  for  ourselves,  feed 
for  our  horses  and  men.  As  we 
swam  our  horses  through  sever- 
al small  streams  approaching  the 
village  we  passed  through  beauti- 
ful green  fields  of  rice  and  lus- 
cious fields  of  tall  guinea  corn. 
Indeed  the  crops  looked  as  if  the 
people  would  not  suffer  famine 
this  year. 

Our  path  led  us  along  the  sides 
of  high  walled  compounds  until 
we  came  to  the  home  of  the  Lo~ 
hin  or  village  head.  He  was  wait- 
ing for  us  at  the  entrance  of  his 
large  mud  -  walled,  fortresslike 
compound  and  greeted  us  in  a 


tongue  unfamiliar  to  us.  The 
greeting  was  genuine.  He  greet- 
ed us  as  friends  although  we 
were  dirty,  soaked  with  the  slime 
of  the  path,  tired  and  riding  two 
equally  gaunt  and  weary  horses. 
He  soon  had  a  fire  going  and  had 
us  seated  in  his  best  seats  warm- 
ing our  wet  bodies.  A  crowd  be- 
gan to  gather,  for  here  were  two 
white  men. 

Since  our  carriers  had  not  ar- 
rived we  asked  if  any  one  could 
speak  Bura  and  from  the  group 
came  a  small  girl,  who  had  been 
to  Lassa  and  Garkida.  Our 
thanks  to  the  chief  was  quickly 
translated  and  his  men  began  ex- 
tensive preparations  for  our  com- 
fort. The  little  girl  to  our  sur- 
prise pointed  out  the  location  of 
the  school,  our  mission  school, 
and  told  us  that  they  had  a  mis- 
sion trained  mallam  or  teacher. 
Faces  beamed  as  more  and  more 
of  the  school  children  came.  The 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Ediled  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Married  a  Minister 


Her  Opportunities 


Mrs.  Homer  D.  Kimmel 

Grants  Pass,  Oregon 

WHAT  minister's  wife  has  not 
at  some  time  felt  that  she 
was  living  in  a  glass  house; 
probably  she  thought  a  little  bitterly 
that  it  was  a  glass  house  through 
which  the  world  sees  as  through  a 
glass  darkly.  And  yet  what  a 
wealth  of  opportunity  this  house  of 
hers  affords! 

The  minister's  wife  enters  into, 
and  is  a  part  of,  her  husband's  pro- 
fessional life  in  a  most  significant 
way.  Few  wives  have  the  opportuni- 
ty to  share  in  their  husband's  work 
in  the  measure  that  she  does.  What 
a  privilege  it  is  to  be  a  partner  of 
one  whose  workshop  is  the  world. 

Life  at  the  parsonage  is  full  of 
surprises.  We  never  know  when  the 
phone  rings  or  the  bell  calls  us  to 
the  door  just  what  is  in  store  for 
us.  Daily  contact  with  people  of  all 
ages   is   our  great   privilege. 

Thrice  blest  is  the  parsonage  fam- 
ily whose  "head-of-the-house"  is 
alert  to  the  needs  of  others  whether 
they  belong  to  his  parish  or  not.  I 
remember    the    night    our    "daddy" 


Barry  tries  his  hand  at  paint- 
ing (right),  Carole  and  Claud- 
ia are  wondering  if  those 
hens  have  provided  break- 
fast eggs 


picked  up  a  young  Negro  in  the  tele- 
graph office.  Alone  in  a  strange 
community,  stranded  without  money 
or  friends,  he  welcomed  my  hus- 
band's invitation  to  stay  with  us 
until  relatives  could  wire  him  mon- 
ey. 

As  we  retired,  we  realized  the 
morning  would  bring  a  new  experi- 
ence for  our  children  who  had  never 
before  come  in  contact  with  a  per- 


Mrs.  Kimmel 
combs  her 
daughter's  hair 
while  the  other 
two  children 
are  looking  at  a 
new  book 


son  of  another  race.  We  debated  in 
our  own  minds  if  we  should  pre- 
pare the  way,  fearful  lest  embar- 
rassing questions  would  greet  our 
visitor  upon  their  meeting.  Deciding 
against  pointing  up  any  differences 
in  our  coloring,  we  were  relieved 
when  both  guest  and  little  folk  met 
with  acceptance  and  approval — no 
questions  asked!  In  the  days  that 
followed  the  children  gathered 
around  the  piano  as  our  new  friend 
played  and  sang  the  songs  of  his 
people. 

Then  there  was  the  time  my  hus- 
band brought  home  the  teen-age 
loser  in  a  street  fight.  As  I  stitched 
up  the  torn  clothing  with  the  chil- 
dren looking  on,  they  had  a  first- 
hand lesson  on  settling  difficulties  in 
a  more  peaceable  fashion. 

We  walk  to  the  library.  One  of 
the  children  shout  as  they  recognize 
our  parked  car.  "But  what  is  it  do- 
ing at  the  jail,  Mother?"  one  asks. 
"Why,  Jesus  wants  us  to  visit  those 
in  prison.  That's  what  daddy  is  do- 
ing." Such  a  host  of  questions  that 
follow:  "Why  are  people  put  in 
prison?"  "Can't  they  get  out?"  "Are 
they  really  bad  people?" 

Then  there  was  the  time  the 
minister's  wife  had  her  faith  in  hu- 
man   nature    strengthened    tenfold. 
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Probably  there  is  not  a  minister 
alive  who  has  not  at  some  time  fallen 
victim  to  the  clever  and  vicious 
scheming  of  unprincipled  individu- 
als who  make  their  living  by  play- 
ing upon  the  sympathy  of  Christian 
people.  And  I  suppose  it  is  because 
a  minister's  wife  must  scheme  end- 
lessly in  order  to  make  one  pay- 
check last  until  the  next  one  comes 
along  that  a  note  of  bitterness  creeps 
into  her  soul  as  it  is  discovered  too 
late  that  they  have  been  duped  by 
some  unscrupulous  character. 

On  this  particular  afternoon  my 
husband  called  me  into  the  study. 
With  him  was  a  man,  young  in 
years,  old  in  experience,  whose  dis- 
eased body  smelled  of  the  poison 
of  running  sores.  His  grandfather, 
he  said,  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren;  hence  he  had  sought 
us  out  for  help.  I  always  put  my 
tongue  in  my  cheek  on  that  one; 
I  had  discovered  that  it  was  easy 
for  a  person's  forebears  to  suddenly 
become  ardent  Methodists  if  calling 
at  the  Methodist  parsonage  a  few 
blocks  away. 

He  was  badly  in  need  of  cloth- 
ing, so  I  scurried  around  to  see  what 
was  available.  He  was  a  big  man; 
none  of  my  husband's  things  would 
do.  Then  I  remembered  those  things 
of  my  brother's  that  I  was  planning 
to  cut  up  for  new  garments  for  our 
boy.  As  I  took  them  in,  I  heard  my 
husband  offering  him  the  use  of  our 
bath  facilities.  I  think  I  stopped 
breathing  for  a  minute.  Then  I 
heard  him  say,  with  a  beaming  face, 
"Mister,  I  wouldn't  do  that.  You 
have  three  fine  children,  and  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  you  to  do 
them  any  harm."  I  really  felt  love 
in  my  heart  for  that  man  then  and, 
as  he  left  with  assurances  that  he 
would  never  forget  us,  I  knew  that 
I  would  never  forget  him  either. 

I  have  said  very  little  of  the  joy 
that  comes  of  trying,  as  best  one 
knows  how,  to  serve  the  people  in  a 
given  parish.  The  thrill  that  comes 
as  one  of  the  girls  you  have  come 
to  love  comes  to  you  and  tells  you 
of  her  plans  for  her  approaching 
wedding.  Today  with  divorce  more 
and  more  on  the  increase,  the  min- 
ister's wife  has  come  to  feel  a  tre- 
mendous responsibility  toward  mak- 
ing the  married  lives  of  couples  suc- 
cessful as  she  counsels  with  the 
prospective  bride.  Need  one  mention 
the  happiness  one  feels  as  the  ado- 
lescent youngster  takes  his  stand  for 
Christ  and  his  kingdom.  And  the 
fellowship  of  spirit  one  feels  for  the 
bereaved  as  one  of  their  loved  ones 
is  laid  to  rest. 
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Yes,  I  love  my  glass  house.  True, 
the  world  may  look  in,  and  while 
that  may  be  one  reason  for  keeping 
the  house  in  order,  how  much  more 
important  it  is  .to  keep  the  glass 
shined  and  polished  so  that  all  who 
live  within  may  look  out  with  the 
clear  vision  that  comes  with  un- 
derstanding, tolerance,  appreciation 
and  love. 


"Unto  the  Uttermost  Parts—" 

Continued  from  page  22 

members  of  the  mission  church 
wore  happy  countenances.  They 
looked  well  and  their  clothes  and 
bodies  were  clean.  The  whole  at- 
mosphere of  this  village  was  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  others 
that  had  been  shared  with  us 
these  past  days.  Here  was  sin- 
cere friendliness  based  not  upon 
fear  or  respect  especially  of  the 
white  man,  but  a  quality  of 
friendship  based  upon  mutual 
understanding.  Here  was  clean- 
liness of  body.  Here  too  were 
straightforward  eyes,  clear  and 
intelligent,  which  mirrored  train- 
ing and  commitment  to  a  better 
way  of  life.  The  care  and  the 
prosperity  of  their  community 
spoke  on  every  hand  of  an  in- 
fluence that  had  caused  them  to 
have  well-cared-for  and  prop- 
erly tended  farms.  This  was  a 
great,  visible  contrast  to  neigh- 
boring villages. 

The  coming  of  Christ  to  this  Af- 
rican village  had  done  miracles 
for  these  folks.  The  mission  has 
done  a  noble  work  here  and  our 
thanks  and  prayers  go  out  to 
those  good  folk  who  have  come 
out  of  Lassa  through  the  years 
with  hearts  of  love  and  the  mes- 
sage of  Christ  to  lift  these  people 
out  of  their  great  poverty  of  soul 
and  body.  A  life  of  futility  and 
despair  has  been  replaced  with  a 
life  of  hope  and  progress.  It  is  on 
the  front  lines  of  the  mission  that 
one  can  see  the  remarkable  re- 
sults of  the  outreach  of  the 
church.  Words  cannot  express 
adequately  the  powerful  effect 
the  evangelizing  mission  of  the 
church  is  having  in  an  area  like 
this.  It  is  only  by  seeing  and  liv- 
ing with  them  that  the  meaning 


of  the  saving  power  of  the  gos- 
pel takes  on  a  far  greater  sig- 
nificance than  ever  before. 

The  outstanding  work  the  mis- 
sion is  doing  here  needs  to  con-j 
tinue.  The  work  needs  to  be  en-; 
larged.    New  personnel  need  to, 
commit  themselves  to  a  sacrifi-! 
cial  work  of  service.    Workers 
are  needed  who  are  willing  to; 
subject  themselves   to   rigorous 
living   and   work   among   these 
people    who    hunger    after    the 
words  of  Jesus.  It  is  a  hard  job, 
one  full  of  privations  and  hours 
of   toil,    to   reach   these   people 
whose  homes  are  in  the  bushiest 
of  bush.  If  this  country  assigned 
to  the  church  is  to  be  won  for1 
Christ,  not  only  must  consecrated 
personnel  be  willing  to  incon- 
venience themselves  at  times  al- 
most to  the  point  of  exhaustion, 
but,  in  addition,  there  must  be; 
a    whole    cloud    of    interested 
brethren  at  home  who  without 
ceasing  pray  that  the  work  might 
go     forward,     who     make     the 
work  of  the  kingdom  the  first 
and    foremost    consideration    of; 
their  lives,  and  who  thoughtfully  | 
and  prayerfully  plan  their  lives  i 
and  their  resources  that  through 
them  the  great  evangelistic  mis- 
sion of  the  church  might  reach 
out  to  these  people,  a  people  ask- 
ing for  the  Word  of  Life,  who 
are  interested  in  our  Christ  and 
who  know  and  are  aware  to  some 
extent  of  the  unmeasurable  rich-  i 
es   of  his   unbounded   love   for 
them. 

Can  we  do  less  than  commit  all ! 
that  we  are  and  have  to  him 
when  the  need  is  so  urgent? 

We  can  look  back  on  the  days 
of  this  trek  with  joy  and  thanks- 
giving. Our  lives  were  spared 
under  most  trying  circumstances. 
But  the  greatest  adventure  of 
the  trek  was  the  joy  of  seeing 
the  blessings  of  the  work,  the 
toil  and  sacrifice,  of  the  mission 
in  its  evangelistic  endeavor  at 
Ngurthlaku. 

Jesus'  commission  to  his  dis- 
ciples to  keep  on  telling  the  mes- 
sage of  salvation  applies  to  all 
time  and  to  all  space. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Nebraska   District    Meeting 

The  meeting  of  the  District  of  Ne- 
braska convened  at  the  Enders 
church,  Nebr.,  Oct.  7-9. 

The  meeting  was  developed 
around  the  theme,  Deepening  the 
Spiritual  Life.  We  were  glad  to  have 
with  us  Brethren  Rufus  D.  Bowman 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Earl 
M.  Frantz  of  McPherson  College, 
Paul  Wagoner  of  the  regional  staff, 
Mrs.  Gordon  Yoder,  regional  chil- 
dren's work  director  and  our  district 
workers.  Bro.  Bowman  brought 
powerful  and  soul-stirring  messages 
enriched  by  his  recent  tour  of  the 
mission  and  service  fields  around  the 
world.  A  conference  choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Bro.  Paul  Wagoner, 
provided  music  for  the  conference. 

The  churches  were  well  repre- 
sented in  the  business  session  of  the 
meeting.  Bro.  Lewis  Naylor  served 
as  moderator.  The  budget  for  dis- 
trict work  was  increased.  The  dele- 
gates also  approved  Nebraska's 
share,  $7,000,  of  the  Brotherhood 
Fund.  A  desire  to  purchase  a  perma- 
nent camp  site  was  reaffirmed. 

A  goodly  number  of  young  people 
were  in  attendance,  and  we  appreci- 
ated their  fine  Christian  leadership. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  ad- 
ninistration  indicated  a  still  press- 
ng  need  for  leadership  in  the  church 
)f  our  district. ,  "The  harvest  is  truly 
?reat  and  the  laborers  are  few."  The 
nembership  of  the  board  of  admin- 
stration  was  increased  through  the 
adoption  of  Part  C  of  the  Commis- 
;ion  of  Fifteen  report. 

Bro.  Lewis  Naylor  was  elected 
noderator  of  the  1950  conference 
vhich  will  be  held  at  the  South  Be- 
itrice  church,  Nebr.  Bro.  Clinton 
Weber  was  elected  to  the  1950 
Standing  Committee,  with  the  un- 
lersigned  as  alternate.  —  Wilbur 
hoover,  Enders,  Nebr. 

Northern  Indiana  Women's  Camp 

The  second  women's  camp  of  the 
Northern  Indiana  District  women's 
vork  was  held  at  Camp  Mack,  Sept. 
4-15,   with   142   women   enrolled. 

Mrs.  Nina  Weldy  of  the  Elkhart 
-ity  church,  Ind.,  was  dean  of  the 
amp.  The  teachers  were  Mrs.  Clara 
Can  of  China,  now  of  Bethany  Bib- 
ical  Seminary,  Mrs.  Jeanette  Tolle 
•f  the  First  church,  South  Bend, 
nd.,  Mrs.  Paul  Halladay  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Kathren 
lolsopple  of  Elgin,  111. 

Mrs.  H.  I.  Ruddick  of  Mishawaka, 
nd.,  state  president  Indiana  Council 


of  Church  Women,  spoke  on  Talents 
and  How  We  Use  Them  at  the  ban- 
quet in  the  evening. 

The  Hobby  Hour  proved  to  be  of 
much   interest  to   the  women. 

The  camp  project  was  the  pur- 
chasing of  warm  clothing  for  the 
unfortunate  people  of  Ecuador,  who 
were  in  the  earthquake  area.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  was 
given  for  this  project. 

The  camp  closed  with  an  impres- 
sive Galilean  service  and  friendship 
circle. — Mrs.  Eldon  Evans,  New  Par- 
is, Ind.,  secretary. 

Women's  Work  Camp 

The  women's  work  of  the  South- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania  held  its 
first  camp  at  Camp  Swatara,  Aug. 
30  to  Sept.  1.  Mrs.  J.  I.  Thomas  was 
moderator  and  Mrs.  Carroll  Volland 
was  chairman  of  the  program  com- 
mittee. We  had  a  varied  and  inter- 
esting program  with  some  excellent 
speakers,  Mrs.  Helena  Kruger,  a 
postwar  relief  worker  in  Europe; 
Velva  Jane  Dick,  returned  mission- 
ary to  Africa;  Martha  Martin  of  Eliz- 
abethtown  College;  Mrs.  George 
Wright;  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Baugher. 

Because  of  the  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse of  those  present,  the  women's 
work  is  planning  another  camp  for 
next  year.  An  offering  of  $90  was 
lifted  to  buy  screens  for  the  audi- 
torium.— Mrs.  Cyrus  G.  Bucher,  Big- 
lerville,  Pa. 

About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


Northern  Virginia  Women  Hold 
Rally  Day 

The  women's  work  cabinet  met 
with  the  local  cabinets  of  the  North- 
ern District  of  Virginia  in  an  all-day 
rally  in  the  Fairview  church,  Unity 
congregation,  Oct.  8. 

The  morning  session  was  in  charge 
of  the  district  president,  Mrs.  Joe 
Miller. 

The  Greenmount  women's  group 
led  the  worship  service,  which  was 
followed  by  a  short  business  session. 
Our  district  president  brought  the 
morning  message.  As  a  challenge 
she  used  the  beautiful  coloring  of 
autumn  leaves  as  an  example  of  how 
we  as  a  group  of  Christian  women 
may  develop  and  enrich  our  lives 
by  sharing  and  serving  the  Master 
and  in  active  service  our  lives  may 
reflect  and  add  color  and  beauty  as 
the  rich  coloring  of  autumn. 

The  noon  lunch  was  served  by 
the  Unity  women's  group.  Following 
the  noon  hour,  we  were  led  in  wor- 
ship by  the  Valley  Pike  women's 
group. 

The  afternoon  session  was  in  the 
form  of  a  seminar  with  the  district 
cabinets  meeting  with  local  cabinets 
to  discuss  various  matters  and  give 
information  to  local  women's  work 
activities. 

At  the  close  of  the  seminars  we 
met  in  general  assembly  using  as  a 
closing  challenge  the  picture  film 
entitled,  God  in  Our  Homes  empha- 


Crisis  in  Education.  Bernard  Id- 
dings  Bell.  Whittlesey  House,  1949. 
237  pages.    $3.00. 

Thoughtful  observers  of  the  cur- 
rent American  scene  will  do  well 
to  read  Crisis  in  Education.  Because 
of  neglect  of  basic  liberal  studies, 
including  philosophy  and  religion, 
American  education  is  turning  out 
a  product  so  juvenile  that  the  aver- 
age American,  "untaught  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  race,"  is  "competent 
neither  to  rule  nor  to  be  ruled." 
He  will  fall  a  ready  prey  to  the 
dictatorship  of  the  state.  Dr.  Bell's 
survey  of  education  takes  in  every- 
thing from  elementary  schools  to 
universities  with  their  postgraduate 
and  professional  schools.  Chapters 
are  devoted  to  the  home  and  to 
religious  education.  Many  readers 
will  not  agree  with  his  case  for  Fed- 
eral aid  for  education,  including 
parochial  education,  but  this  is 
somewhat  aside  from  his  main  the- 
sis. Supporters  of  the  church  college 
will    find    much    to    encourage    and 


much  to  guide  them  in  this  book. — 
C.  E.  Davis. 

The  Vatican  in  World  Politics. 
Avro  Manhattan.  Gaer  Associates, 
1949.    444  pages.   $3.75. 

This  is  a  book  which  deals  with  the 
Catholic  Church  as  a  political  state. 
It  is  a  careful  study,  based  on  very 
wide  research,  and  seems  to  present 
a  general  analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  case.  The  study  points  out  that 
the  Vatican  is  one  of  the  focal  points 
around  which  the  conditions  of  our 
world  revolve.  The  Vatican  controls 
some  400,000,000  people  throughout 
the  world  across  national  bounda- 
ries. At  the  present  time,  a  great 
world  conflict  seems  to  be  shaping 
up  between  Catholicism  and  commu- 
nism. This  book  is  a  study  of  some 
of  the  influences  which  the  Vatican 
has  exerted  in  the  past,  and  of  the 
probable  shaping  up  of  the  future  if 
present  tendencies  continue. — D.  W. 
Bittinger. 


JANUARY     21.     1950 


25 


sizing  the  great  need  for  more 
prayer  and  family  worship  in  our 
homes. 

The  day  was  one  of  fine  fellowship 
and  inspiration  with  115  district  and 
local  cabinets  in  attendance.  —  Mrs. 
David  Huffman,  district  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

Anniversary 

and    Weddings  .  .  . 

Celebrate  Fifty-fifth  Wedding 
Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Cummings  cele- 
brated their  fifty-fifth  wedding  anniversary 
on  Nov.  22,  1949,  at  their  home  in  Callaway, 
Va.  The  couple  were  married  Nov.  22,  1894, 
by  the  bride's  father,  Elder  D.  A.  Naff. 

Three  of  their  nine  children  were  present 
for  the  celebration,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Akers,  Mrs. 
C.  V.  Lavinder  and  W.  E.  Cummings,  all 
of  Roanoke,  Va.  Also  present  were  two 
grandchildren,  Fred  Akers  and  Mrs.  Seth 
Butner,  and  two  great-grandchildren,  Vicki 
and  Stephen  Butner. 

Their  other  children  are  as  follows :  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Dowdy,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Dowdy,  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Black  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Dover  N.  of 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Barnhart  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Myers  of 
Marks,  Fla.  The  couple  have  twenty-one 
grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchil- 
dren.— Dover  N.  Cummings,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Barber-Smiih. — George  E.  .  Barber  and 
Rosalee  M.  Smith,  both  of  Midland,  Mich., 
Dec.  10,  1949,  in  the  Shepherd  parsonage, 
by  the  undersigned. — Harold  I.  Deeter,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

Doutrich-Rank. — Earl  L.  Doutrich  and 
Erma  E.  Rank,  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Dec. 
10,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Carl  W. 
Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Dunbar-Henson. — Wayne  Dunbar  of  Ad- 
rian, Mich.,  and  Dorthy  Henson  of  Te- 
cumseh,  Mich.,  Oct.  29,  1949,  in  the  Ad- 
rian church  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. 
■ — H.  H.  Hendricks,  Adrian,  Mich. 

Elliott-Blohm.— Jack  Roger  Elliott  and 
Donna  M.  Blohm,  both  of  Adrian,  Mich., 
Nov.  6,  1949,  in  the  Adrian  church  par- 
sonage, by  the  undersigned. — H.  H.  Hend- 
ricks, Adrian,  Mich. 

Ettinger-Fausett. — Ivan  P.  Ettinger  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich.,  and  Doris  Fausett  of 
Shepherd,  Mich.,  Dec.  1,  1949,  in  the 
groom's  home,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Charles  A.  Spencer,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 

Fiddes-Simpson.  —  Terry  Fiddes  and 
Claire  Simpson,  both  of  Oakland,  Calif.,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride's  sister,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Grant  T.  McGuire,  Oakland, 
Calif. 

Genova-Taylor.  —  Frank  Genova  and 
Pauline  Taylor,  both  of  Pueblo,  Colo., 
Sept.  4,  1949,  in  the  Rocky  Ford  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Frank  E.  Nies,  Rocky 
Ford,  Colo. 

Hamm-Shewmaker.— Mark  B.  Hamm  and 
Bessie  Shewmaker,  in  the  Denver  church, 
Colo.,  Nov.  10,  1949,  by  Rev.  Vernon 
Hanks,  assisted  by  the  undersigned. — Jay 
G.  Myers,  Denver,  Colo. 

James-McCormack.  —  Frank  M.  James 
and  Ella  Jo  McCormack,  both  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  in  the  Hollins  Road  parsonage,  Sept. 
3,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  J.  Caricofe, 
Roanoke,  Va. 

Johnson-Miller. — Paul  Johnson  and  Lu- 
cile  Miller,  both  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov. 
27,  1949,  in  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio,  by  the 
bride's  grandfather,  the  undersigned. — C. 
Walter  Warstler,  Middletbwn,  Ohio. 

Kelly-Cain.— Maurice  Kelly  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  and  Joan  Cain  of  Warsaw,  Ind.,  Nov. 
19,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Kuhnerl-McNell.— Arthur  Kuhnert  of 
Denton,  Kansas,  and  Darlien  McNett  of 
Morrill,  Kansas,  Nov.  19,   1949,  by  the  un- 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 

These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


We  greatly  appreciate  receiving  the  Mes- 
senger every  week.  I  feel  that  the  editorial 
staff  is  doing  a  very  fine  job.  They  cover 
all  the  activities  of  the  church  in  a  most 
excellent  manner.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 
— Ray  A.  Kurtz,  Richland,  Pa. 

•  •       *       * 

I  was  proud  to  announce  yesterday  to 
my  congregation  the  excellent  rating  re- 
ceived by  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  the 
recent  analysis  made  of  the  religious  jour- 
nals. May  God  continue  to  bless  you  richly 
and  use  you  mightily  for  the  growth  and 
upbuilding  of  his  kingdom  through  his 
church. — R.  Truman  Northup,  San  Diego, 
Calif. 

•  *      •      * 

I  have  a  little  poem  here  which  fits  in 
with  the  What  Makes  a  House  a  Home? 
articles.  It  is  a  husband's  appreciation  of 
his  wife,   author  unknown. 

All  that  I  have  asked 
The  gods  have  kindly  given: 
A  home,  kind  friends  and  you. 
You  made  life  heaven 
As  the  glad  years  went. 
I  am  very  well  pleased  with  your  new 
Messenger  front  page  heading. — C.  E.  Bark- 
doll,  Naperville,  111. 

•  *       *      » 

We  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts  for  letting  us  have  your  Gospel 
Messenger.  It  is  being  very  much  read 
and  with  great  interest  in  our  Masaryk 
University  College,  where  around  300  ex- 
iled Czechoslovak  students  are  living. 

To  inform  you  about  our  life,  our  work 
and  program  we  send  you  a  copy  of  our 
booklet,  Czechoslovak  Students  in  Exile. 

Our  situation  here  is  not  very  good.  We 
escaped  before  the  Communistic  danger, 
saving  only  our  lives  and  now  we  are  here 
in  Germany  without  any  sources  of  liveli- 
hood other  than  that  which  IRO  gives  us 
or  some  organization  of  charity  which  give 
to  our  students  from  time  to  time  some 
clothes  or  food  or  book. — National  Union 
of  Czechoslovak  Students  in  Exile,  Ger- 
many. 


A  schoolteacher  friend  of  mine  clerks 
in  a  drugstore  in  summer.  She  could  testi- 
fy that  many  good  church  members  are 
using  nerve  medicine  containing  barbitu- 
rates and  using  some  patent  medicine  con- 
taining alcohol  as  a  preservative.  This 
combination  is  dangerous.  Religious  papers 
print  articles  about  alcohol  even  though 
church  members  are  not  supposed  to  be 
using  the  stuff.  I  believe  the  doctors  and 
nurses  need  to  be  educated  to  the  force  of 
public  opinion  against  barbiturates.  I  would 
like  to  see  them  placed  on  the  list  of  very 
dangerous  habit-forming   drugs. 

It  is  only  in  the  last  period  of  years 
they  have  come  into  use.  Doctors  use 
derivations  of  barbital  in  many  other  nerve 
medicines  and  bromides  and  sedatives,  and 
sleeping  pills  are  only  one  form  of  it. 
Doctors  give  very  few  tests  for  drug  al- 
lergy and  it  is  our  belief  that  many  minor 
nervous  troubles  become  major  nervous 
breakdowns  because  of  drug  allergy.  The 
seizures  of  epilepsy  may  call  for  pheno- 
barbital  but  why  should  a  mild  neuritic 
pain  call  for  a  doctor  giving  this  dangerous 
drug  to  a  patient,  or  acute  attack  of 
rheumatism  result  in  mental  disturbances 
caused  by  treatment  with  any  derivative 
of  barbital.  I  feel  that  we  need  to  have 
a  voice  from  someone  in  the  medical  or 
nursing  profession,  who  has  the  vision  to 
see  the  mental  hazards  in  these  drugs.  , 
Also  I  noticed  the  article  on  mental  health 
to  be  considered  by  the  minister  in  coun- 
seling. A  certain  minister  tried  to  advise 
a  woman  suffering  from  too  many  seda- 
tives  and  "shots"  from  a  very  good  reputa- 
ble  doctor  (as  they  are  considered).  What 
she  really  needed  first  was  freedom  from 
drug  sickness.  Spiritual  advice  is  hard  to  i 
penetrate  to  a  brain  that  is  paralyzed  by 
a  powerful  drug.  There  are  mountains  of 
ignorance  and  indifference  about  the  dan- 
gers  in  these  drugs,  but  Jesus  came  to 
set  the  prisoner  free.  The  prisoners  of  I 
drug  allergy  and  drug  addiction  are  not 
beyond  his  power  to  release  and  set  free. 
Praise  his  name. — Cora  Fyock,  Indiana,  Pa. 
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dersigned. — L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kan- 
sas. 

Lawson-Gross. — Kenneth  Lawson  of  Roy- 
al Center,  Iowa,  and  Lucille  Gross  of 
Monticello,  Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1949,  in  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Jay  J.  John- 
son, Monticello,  Ind. 

Lovell-Bernard. — William  F.  Lovell  and 
Marion  E.  Bernard,  both  of  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  Nov.  24,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — L.  A.  Bowman,  Martinsville, 
Va. 

Lowery-Kellenburger. — Dean  J.  Lowery 
of  Flora,  Ind.,  and  Eunice  J.  Kellenburger 
of  Reynolds,  Ind.,  Nov.  5,  1949,  in  the 
Guernsey  church,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Jay  J.  Johnson,  Monticello,  Ind. 

Milner-Bishop. — Oren  Milner  of  Clayton, 
Kansas,  and  LaVerne  Bishop  of  Norcatur, 
Kansas,  Nov.  24,  1949,  in  the  Maple  Grove 
parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — Leslie 
Rogers,  Norton,  Kansas. 

Orendo-Yonker. — Michael  Orendo,  Jr.,  of 
Fredericksburg,  Pa.,  and  Betty  Lou  Yonker 
of  Bethel,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1949,  in  the  Merkeys 
church,  by  the  undersigned.— George  G. 
Snyder,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Pearson-Kenaga. — Charles  Pearson,  Jr., 
and  Claudine  Kenaga,  both  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  Nov.  26,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Pence-Draper.  —  Laurence  Pence  and 
Hazel  Irene  Draper,  both  of  Eldora,  Iowa, 
Nov.  11,  1949,  in  the  First  Brethren  church, 
Clay  City,  Ind.,  by  Bro.  C.  A.  Flowers. — 
Mrs.  Katherine  Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Ressler-Britlon. — Marlin  C.  Ressler  and 
Clara  Anne  Britton  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa., 
Oct.  20,  1949,  in  the  Greencastle  church,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  John  E.  Rowland, 
Greencastle,  Pa. 

Remsburg-Polier. — E.  Gratton  Remsburg 
of  Keedysville,  Md.,   and  June   L.   Potter 


of  Yarrowsburg,  Md.,  at  the  bride's  home, 
June  25,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — New- 
ton L.  Poling,  Brownsville,  Md. 

Rool-Sander. — Fred  Root  and  Marjorie 
Sanders,  both  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  Oct. 
8,  1949,  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  Confer 
of  the  First  Christian  church. — Samuel  H. 
Flora,  Jr.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Rule-Nies. — Lawrence  J.  Rule  of  Goshen, 
Ind.,  and  Gloria  L.  Nies  of  Rocky  Ford, 
Colo.,  Oct.  8,  1949,  in  the  Rocky  Ford 
church,  Colo.,  by  the  undersigned. — Frank 
E.  Nies,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

Silver-Weigley. — Richard  Silver  and  Mar- 
jorie Weigley,  both  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  at 
the  bride's  home,  Oct.  23,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Harlan  C.  Grubb,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 

Sink-Ruff. — Paul  W.  Sink  and  Lavina 
Ruff,  both  of  Yakima,  Wash.,  in  the  Yaki- 
ma church,  Nov.  18,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Ward  E.  Pratt,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Sfinneite-Dahl. — Morton  Stinnette  and 
Bonnie  Jean  Dahl,  both  of  Denver,  Colo., 
July  30,  1949,  at  Camp  Pinecrest,  Palmer 
Lake,  Colo.,  by  the  undersigned. — Frank  E. 
Nies,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

Wallen-McWhorler. — Ivan  Lee  Wallen  of 
Bentonville,  Mo.,  and  Lucille  Mae  Mc- 
Whorter  of  Osceola,  Mo.,  Dec.  7,  1949,  in 
the  Osceola  Baptist  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— L.  L.  McWhorter,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Wampler-Hays. — Maurice  L.  Wampler  of 
Flat  Rock,  111.,  and  Rella  Hays  of  Law- 
renceville,  111.,  Nov.  26,  1949,  in  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Durward  Hays,  i 
Lawrenceville,  111. 

Wenner-Higdon. — David  E.  Wenner  of 
Brunswick,  Md.,  and  Helen  L.  Higdon  of 
Yarrowsburg,  Md.,  June  5,  1949,  in  the 
Brownsville  church,  Md.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Newton  L.  Poling,  Brownsville, 
Md. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Alley.  Jeptha  Ernest,  son  of  Elias  and 
Emmaline  Bishop  Alley,  was  born  in  Floyd 
County,  Va.,  March  24,  1880,  and  died  at 
his  home  near  Ferris,  111.,  Nov.  28,  1949. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
has  been  a  faithful  member,  serving  as  a 
deacon  for  several  years.  He  was  married 
to  Lola  May  Reed  in  Floyd  County,  Va., 
April  11,  1899.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  daughters,  one  brother,  four  sisters 
and  four  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  Dewey  Cave  of  Girard, 
111.,  assisted  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Reichel  of  Ham- 
ilton, 111.— Mrs.  J.  E.  Alley,  Carthage,  Mo. 

Armstrong,  Cora  Todd,  wife  of  the  late 
William  Armstrong,  died  Dec.  7,  1949,  at 
her  home  in  Staunton,  Va.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Emmanuel  Brethren 
church.  She  is  survived  by  six  sons,  six 
daughters,  two  sisters  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Em- 
manuel church  by  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Denver  J.  Davis.  Interment 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Betty  Shull, 
Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

Bailey,  Maude  L.,  wife  of  Henry  O. 
Bailey,  died  July  6,  1949,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  in  an  ambulance  en  route  to 
a  Logansport  hospital.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  her  mother,  one  sister,  one 
son  and  three  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Howard  church,  of 
which  she  was  a  member,  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  Perry  Coblentz.  Burial  was  in  the 
South  Union  cemetery. — Mrs.  Lillie  Bailey, 
Kokomo,  Ind. 

Baker,  Mary,  daughter  of  Rhinehart  and 
Rosan  Koontz  Replogle,  was  born  Feb.  20, 
1862,  and  died  at  her  home  at  Salem ville, 
Pa.,  Sept.  3,  1949.  On  Aug.  18,  1890,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  John  H.  Baker, 
who  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  sons,  two  daughters,  thirteen 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  New  Enterprise 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Salemville  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Cletus  S.  Myers.  Interment  was  in  the 
Burger  cemetery  near  Salemville. — Sara 
G.  Replogle,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Baker,  Mollie  W.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Ann  Snader  Weybright,  was  born 
May  9,  1870,  and  died  June  28,  1949.  She 
joined  the  church  at  Rocky  Ridge,  Md.,  in 
her  youth.  She  graduated  from  Juniata 
College  and  later  taught  school.  On  June 
18,  1902,  she  was  married  to  Chalice  W. 
Baker  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.  She  always  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  children's  work  of 
the  Sunday  school.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  daughters,  one  son  and  four 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Welty  church  by  Brethren  J.  I. 
Thomas  and  George  Detweiler.  Interment 
was  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery  in  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.— Mrs.  Walter  Bromley,  Edgemont. 
Md. 

Clapper,  Charles  W.,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Ann  Spangler  Clapper,  was  born  Aug. 
6,  1872,  and  died  at  his  home  near  East 
Berlin,  Pa.,  Nov.  23,  1949.  He  was  baptized 
in  the  Upper  Conewago  congregation  on 
May  26,  1946,  and  was  a  faithful  member 
until  death.  He  is  survived  by  his  second 
wife,  the  former  Fannie  Rae  Hamilton,  and 
ten  children.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Pittenturf  funeral  home  in  York 
Springs,  Pa.,  by  Elder  J.  Monroe  Danner. 
Interment  was  in  the  Ground  Oak  ceme- 
tery near  York  Springs.  Pa.— Frances  E. 
Shaffer,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Collier,  Arville  C,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Frances  Pratt  Collier,  was  born  Sept.  22, 
1886,  near  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio, 
and  died  Oct.  14,  1949.  On  Jan.  23,  1923,  he 
was  married  to  Eula  M.  Grove.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren  W. 
H.  Brower  of  Avery  and  J.  D.  Brower  of 
Keota.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near 
by.— Virgil  S.  Coffman,  South  English, 
Iowa. 

Cook,  Myrtle  Florence,  daughter  of  John 
W.  and  Lilly  Pearl  Dodson,  was  born 
April  23,  1926,  at  Sperryville,  Va.,  and  died 


Sept.  18,  1949,  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial 
hospital.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Wake- 
man's  Grove  church,  having  been  bap- 
tized Aug.  8,  1948.  In  January  1945  she 
married  Ernest  Franklin  Cook,  who  sur- 
vives. She  is  also  survived  by  one  sister, 
two  brothers  and  her  parents.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Wakeman's 
Grove  church  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Stevens.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ida 
Barrick,  Edinburg,  Va. 

Fike,  Jesse,  son  of  P.  S.  and  Christian 
Fike,  was  born  April  12,  1876,  in  Eglon,  W. 
Va.,  and  died  at  the  Easton  hospital,  Md., 
Oct.  19,  1949.  His  first  wife  was  Ona  Feath- 
er Miller,  who  passed  away  in  May  1928. 
Later  he  married  Ella  Sanger  of  Easton, 
Md.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  children,  eleven  grandchil- 
dren and  five  great-grandchildren.  Funer- 
al services  were  held  at  the  Fairview 
church  by  Brethren  Joseph  Rittenhouse 
and  Barry  Fox. — Mrs.  Barry  Fox,  Easton, 
Md. 

Hughes,  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Angeline  Hughes,  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1861,  in  Grantville,  Pa.,  and  died  Nov.  25, 
1949,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Harrisburg, 
Pa.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Big  Swatara 
congregation  for  many  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  son  and  two  brothers.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Kimmel 
funeral  home  by  Bro.  Norman  Patrick.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Hanoverdale  cemetery. 
—Anna   Mary   Patrick,   Hummelstown,   Pa. 

Knott,  Samuel  W.,  was  born  July  25, 
1877,  at  East  Bend,  N.  C,  and  died  in  the 
hospital,  Dec.  5,  1949,  after  being  hit  by  a 
car.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Anna 
Reik  on  May  28,  1912.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  one  daughter  and  six  brothers. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  during  the  last  few 
years  served  as  custodian.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Champaign  by  his  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Hope 
cemetery  at  Champaign.— Niels  Esbensen, 
Champaign,  111. 

Light,  Sallie  Yeagley,  was  born  Oct.  23, 

1873,  and  died  Nov.  21,  1949.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Midway  church 
for  almost  fifty  years.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  nine  years  ago.  She  is 
survived  by  one  daughter,  two  sons,  two 
stepdaughters,  eleven  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Midway  church  by  Brethren 
Samuel  Wenger  and  Aaron  Heisey.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Iona  United  Christian 
church  cemetery.— W.  K.  Kulp,  Kittaning, 
Pa. 

Little,  James  H.,  son  of  Roman  and  Lula 
Emig  Little,  was  born  Sept.  5,  1922,  at 
Table  Grove,  111.,  and  died  Nov.  25,  1949, 
at  the  Graham  hospital  in  Canton,  111.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  -age  of  fourteen  years.  On  Sept.  10, 
1943,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ge- 
neva Hughes.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  son,  his  brother  and  three  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Astoria 
church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Kira- 
cofe,  assisted  by  Rev.  Fred  Thompson. 
Burial  was  in  the  Astoria  cemetery. — Liz- 
zie Wherley,  Browning,  111. 

McClure,  Arthur  E.,  was  born  March  16, 

1874,  at  Madison,  Kansas,  and  died  at 
Dodge  City,  Kansas,  Nov.  27,  1949.  On 
Feb.  6,  1899,  he  was  married  to  Nora 
Hamilton,  and  to  this  union  three  children 
were  born.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  Matfield  Green,  Kansas,  by  the  writer. 
Interment  was  at  the  same  place. — Harvey 
R.  Hostetler,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Mikesell,  Ollie,  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Hettie  Niswonger  Mote,  was  born  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  19,  1869,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Union  City,  Ind.,  Aug.  26,  1949. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  holding  a  record  of  perfect  Sun- 
day-school attendance  for  many  years. 
Her  husband,  Herbert  Mikesell,  was  a 
faithful  deacon  until  his  death  fourteen 
years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
one  daughter  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services   were  held  by  Bro.   D.   G.   Berke- 


bile.  Interment  was  in  the  Brick  ceme- 
tery.—Mrs.  Claude  Mikesell,  Union  City, 
Ind. 

Reber,  Augusta,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  Luft,  was  born  in  1871  near  Bern- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Peru,  Ind.,  Nov.  26, 
1949.  In  1890  she  was  married  to  Elias  G. 
Reber,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  Soon  after  their  marriage,  they 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  in  1907,  she  served  as  matron 
of  Elizabethtown  College  for  eight  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Peru 
church  by  her  brother-in-law,  Bro.  D.  C. 
Reber,  of  North  Manchester  and  Bro.  F. 
M.  Hollenberg,  her  son-in-law. — D.  C.  Re- 
ber,  North   Manchester,    Ind. 

Rentschler,  Anna  B.,  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Lizzie  Balmer  Drybread  and  widow  of 
George  I.  Rentschler,  was  born  June  18, 
1895,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1949.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter,  two  grandchil- 
dren, three  sisters  and  two  brothers.  She 
was  a  faithful  attendant  at  church  when- 
ever health  permitted.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Elder  Jacob  T.  Dick  at 
Spacht's  funeral  home.  Interment  was  in 
Longenecker's  cemetery  west  of  Lititz. — 
Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Sellers,  William  Hiram,  son  of  Franklin 
and  Mary  Armentrout  Sellers,  was  born  at 
Bowmantown,  Tenn.,  June  18,  1866,  and 
died  in  his  home  at  Pleasant  Valley,  near 
Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  May  8,  1949.  On  Nov.  5, 
1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mattie 
Ellen  Garst,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  His  sons 
and  his  wife  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is 
survived  by  three  daughters,  one  sister, 
eight  grandchildren  and  eight  great- 
grandchildren. In  early  manhood  he  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
For  many  years  he  served  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church  as  treasurer  and  deacon. 
During  his  illness  he  was  anointed  several 
times  and  received  many  blessings  and 
healings  therefrom.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church  by 
Brethren  A.  M.  Laughrun  and  Niles  Hil- 
bert.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near 
by. — Mrs.  Albert  T.  Ferguson,  Jonesboro, 
Tenn. 

Shissler,  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Fannie  Hoover  Shissler,  died  Nov.  12,  1949, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  Is  survived 
by  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  over  sixty 
years  ago.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Miller  funeral  home  by  her  pas- 
tor, the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  Hof- 
fer's  cemetery. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Shoup,  Rose,  daughter  of  George  L.  and 
Sarah  Boyd,  was  born  May  10,  1871,  in  Car- 
roll County,  111.,  and  died  Nov.  10,  1949,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Frank  Shoup,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  on  Nov.  25,  1937.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter,  two  sons,  seven 
grandchildren,  five  great-grandchildren, 
two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Frank  funeral  home 
in  Lanark.  Burial  was  in  the  Lanark  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Virgil  Royer,  Lanark,  111. 

Snyder,  Elsie  B.,  daughter  of  James  C. 
and  Nancy  Burket  Wineland,  was  born  in 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  21,  1895,  and  died 
Nov.  20,  1949,  in  her  home  at  New  Enter- 
prise, Pa.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Woodbury  congregation  for  many  years. 
She  was  married  to  Jay  T.  Snyder  on  July 
10,  1918.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  children  and  two  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Holsinger  church 
by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  and  her  pastor,  Bro. 
H.  M.  Snavely.  Interment  was  in  the  Hol- 
singer cemetery. — Mrs.  Vernon  Stayer, 
Curryville,  Pa. 

Siahl,  Shirley  Ann,  four-day-old  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Stahl  of  Can- 
ton. Ohio,  died  in  the  Mercy  hospital.  She 
is  survived  by  her  parents  and  four  grand- 
parents. Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Bro.  G.  H.  Sheets  and  Rev.  Calvert  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Eden  cemetery. — Mrs.  Clyde  Barkley,  Mas- 
sillon,  Ohio. 
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Troup,  Melvin  Edward,  was  born  in  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Osceola,  Ind.,  Dec.  4,  1949.  He  is  survived 
by  two  sons,  two  daughters  and  one  broth- 
er. He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Osceola  church  by  the  undersigned. 
—Edward  Stump,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Wagner,  Catherine  B.,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Sarah  Ann  Baker  King  and  widow 
of  David  Wagner,  died  in  the  Lancaster 
General  hospital,  Oct.  18,  1949,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  She  was  a  long-time 
resident  of  Adams  County.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  twelve  years  ago. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Upper  Conewago 
congregation  for  many  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter,  three  sons,  seven- 
teen grandchildren  and  ten  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  home  ministers  at  the  Mummert  meet- 
inghouse. Burial  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery.— Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East  Ber- 
lin, Pa. 

Whitmer,  Nora  Agnes,  was  born  July  27, 
1904,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Hershey,  Pa., 
Nov.  18,  1949.  She  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  several 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  daughters,  two  brothers,  four  sisters 
and  one  grandchild.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  in 
the  Bowser  funeral  home  at  Hummels- 
town.  Interment  was  in  the  Hanoverdale 
cemetery. — J.  Herbert  Miller,  Hershey,  Pa. 
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Florida 
Okeechobee. — On  Oct.  16  we  were  happy 
to  have  with  us  the  entire  staff  personnel 
of  the  Belle  Glade  and  Pahokee  migrant 
labor  camp  units.  They  arrived  for  the 
noontime  fellowship  meal  with  us  at  the 
church  and  accompanied  the  young  people 
on  a  swimming  party  in  the  afternoon. 
Bro.  Dean  Kindy  brought  the  evening  mes- 
sage with  devotions  and  music  by  mem- 
bers of  the  volunteer  group.  Our  church 
was  host  to  the  other  churches  of  this 
community  on  Oct.  26,  when  Rev.  Josef 
Herschkowitz  visited  us.  Survivor  of  Da- 
chau, Rev.  Herschkowitz  is  the  field  secre- 
tary of  the  American-European  Bethel  Mis- 
sion. Our  women's  work  is  moving  into 
the  new  year  with  enthusiasm  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Frances  Hough.  The 
women  are  co-operating  more  closely  with 
the  national  women's  work  program  this 
year.  On  Nov.  13  we  held  our  love  feast 
with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Bruce  Flora,  and 
our  elder,  Bro.  Robert  La  Martin,  pre- 
siding. The  precedent  set  a  few  years  ago 
of  leaving  beneath  our  plates  a  thank  of- 
fering for  missions  and  Brethren  Service 
was  continued.  Through  co-operation  with 
our  pastor,  our  Sunday-school  attendance 
on  Dec.  4  reached  105,  which  number  rep- 
resents an  increase  of  over  40%  above  the 
average  attendance  for  the  past  year.  The 
CBYF  holiday  jamboree  will  again  be  held 
here  Dec.  29  and  30  at  the  special  request 
of  all  the  district  young  people.  Our  re- 
vival services  will  begin  Jan.  16  with  Bro. 
Harold  Myers  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Har- 
ry Frish,  Okeechobee,  Fla. 

Illinois 
Lanark. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Walter  Bow- 
man, and  his  family  have  been  with  us 
since  graduating  from  Bethany.  At  a  re- 
cent meeting  at  Camp  Emmaus  near  Mt. 
Morris,  the  young  people  of  the  district 
elected  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Carl  Smucker 
of  Rockford  to  be  co-workers  of  the  youth 
work.  The  pastor  and  several  young  peo- 
ple of  our  church  attended  a  meeting  in 
Freeport  recently.  Bro.  Bowman,  Mrs. 
Gerald  Lower  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bow- 
ers represented  us  at  the  district  meeting 
at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  Joe  Piesen  filled  our 
pulpit  here.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Joe  Piesen, 
his  wife  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Lower  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  North  Man- 
chester Oct.  17-20.    On  Nov.  13  Bro.  O.  D. 
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Buck  of  Franklin  Grove  and  Bro.  Carl 
Smucker  of  Rockford  were  here  to  conduct 
an  installation  service  for  Bro.  Joe  Piesen, 
who  was  ordained  to  the  eldership.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  Oct.  2.  A  number  of 
our  people  attended  the  district  leadership 
training  meeting  at  Dixon  Nov.  6.  The 
men's  organization  is  sponsoring  a  DP 
family,  consisting  of  the  parents,  twin 
boys,  five  years  of  age;  one  boy  four  and 
an  aunt,  eighty-two  years  of  age.  The 
men  have  rented  a  country  schoolhouse 
for  them  to  live  in  and  spent  a  day  saw- 
ing wood  for  their  furnace.  The  ladies' 
aid  and  the  women's  missionary  society  are 
very  active.  Some  are  now  serving  lunches 
for  farm  sales.  We  sent  fourteen  towel  kits 
and  numerous  other  things  for  relief,  gave 
$300  to  furnish  a  room  in  the  boys'  dormi- 
tory at  North  Manchester  and  spent  sev- 
eral days  canning  and  making  applebutter 
from  the  surplus  fruits  for  our  district 
meeting  to  be  held  here  next  fall.  Mrs.  Le- 
land  Brubaker  of  Elgin  and  Mrs.  Ellis 
Studebaker  of  Oak  Park  were  recent  guest 
speakers.  A  one-act  playlet,  We  Call  It 
Freedom,  ■was  presented  one  evening  and 
we  invited  the  men  to  be  our  guests.  The 
motion  picture,  Answer  for  Anne,  was 
shown  at  a  Sunday  evening  meeting.  A 
chicken  supper  and  bazaar  was  held  Nov. 
3.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  two  of 
our  former  pastors,  Bro.  H.  F.  Richards 
and  his  family  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
and  Bro.  I.  Clifford  Paul  and  his  family  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  with  us  recently  while 
they  were  on  their  vacations.  Seven  of  our 
members  have  died  during  the  past  year. 
— Mrs.  Virgil  Royer,  Lanark,  111. 

Romine. — On  Dec.  9  we  met  with  Bro. 
Ausby  Swinger  for  a  special  business  meet- 
ing and  he  decided  to  try  to  locate  with 
us  in  the  near  future.  We  plan  to  present 
a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  18.  On  Oct. 
30  Mrs.  Mildred  Ryan  presented  us  with 
pictures  of  scenes  surrounding  her  home  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska.  Several  of  our  young 
folks  attended  the  young  people's  meeting 
at  Martins  Creek  on  Oct.  30.  On  Oct.  6  Bro. 
A.  L.  Shafer  of  Greenville  filled  our  pulpit 
and  gave  us  an  interesting  temperance 
talk.  On  Oct.  13  our  primary  class,  under 
the  instruction  of  their  teacher,  gave  us 
a  demonstration  of  the  life  and  activities 
of  Noah.  The  ladies'  aid  are  completing 
the  packing  of  fruit,  clothing  and  a  com- 
fort for  the  relief  truck.  The  Pleasant 
Grove  church  has  also  brought  its  offering 
to  our  church  to  be  picked  up.  On  Nov. 
20  we  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  Musselman 
fill  our  pulpit.  He  also  consented  to  help 
us  occasionally  while  we  have  no  pastor. 
Our  ladies'  aid  had  an  all-day  meeting  on 
Wednesday  before  Thanksgiving  to  work 
on  quilts  and  to  hold  a  special  prayer  meet- 
ing. Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing 
nicely  and  we  hope  soon  to  be  back  on  our 
regular  schedule  of  worship  services  on  the 
first  and  third  Sundays.  Our  communion 
services  will  be  held  in  the  near  future. — 
Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Iuka,  111. 

Indiana 

Bremen. — Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Marion 
was  the  evangelist  for  our  revival  meet- 
ings, which  closed  Oct.  30.  As  a  result,  six 
persons  were  baptized  and  two  received  as 
associate  members.  Three  letters  were 
granted  recently.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
once  a  month  in  all-day  meetings  and  do 
relief  sewing  and  make  comforters.  They 
also  help  at  the  relief  center  at  Nappanee. 
We  made  articles  for  Bethany  Hospital  to 
sell.  The  men's  work  meets  once  a  month. 
They  have  been  helping  at  the  relief  cen- 
ter when  help  is  needed.  We  have  a  U- 
krainian  family,  Kyrilo  Kaysenko,  his  wife 
and  two  Sons,  and  a  German  student,  Ed- 
gar Blessing,  living  with  two  of  our  fam- 
ilies. The  children's  department  will  pre- 
sent a  program,  Christmas  Always  Lives, 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  11.  They  are  also 
making  and  buying  toys  for  children  in 
South  America.  On  Dec.  18  the  young 
people's  class  will  present  a  Christmas 
play.  The  young  married  people's  class 
and  the  Homebuilders  have  recently  pur- 
chased a  projector  to  use  in  the  visual  edu- 
cation program  of  our  church.  Our  church 
is  growing  spiritually  under  the  leadership 
of  our  pastor  and  his  wife.  The  attendance 
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has  been  on  the  increase  at  both  morning! 
and  evening  services.  A  group  from  the  | 
church  has  been  calling  at  the  homes  of 
the  sick  and  aged  for  a  few  weeks,  praying  i 
with  them,  reading  scripture  and  singing 
hymns. — Mrs.  Otis  Loucks,  Bremen,  Ind. 

Clear  Creek. — At  our  September  council 
meeting  we  elected  our  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers.  Bro.  Amsy  Snell  was 
elected  elder  and  Bro.  Roy  Gilmer  as  pas-' 
tor.  Our  church  aid  has  been  very  busy 
canning  fruit  and  vegetables  for  Bethany' 
Hospital.  They  sent  towel  kits,  clothing' 
and  comforters  to  Europe  for  Christmas,  i 
On  Nov.  7  we  had  our  fellowship  supper 
with  Clara  Li  K'an  and  her  son  as  our; 
guests.  Our  evangelistic  services  were  held 
Nov.  20-27  with  Sister  Goldie  Killion  as. 
the  evangelist.  Seven  persons  were  re-| 
ceived  into  the  church.  Our  love  feast  was! 
held  Dec.  4.— Mrs.  Erne  B.  Lininger,  Hunt- 
ington, Ind. 

Howard. — We  met  in  our  quarterly  coun- 
cil on  Dec.  1.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Thomas  A. 
Shively,  and  his  wife  and  our  pastors,  J 
Brother  and  Sister  Perry  Coblentz,  were 
with  us.  We  elected  our  church  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Shively  was  re-' 
elected  elder  and  we  retained  Bro.  Cob- 
lentz as  our  pastor.  We  have  recently  re-! 
ceived  some  new  members  by  letter.  Our 
ladies'  aid  met  in  an  all-day  meeting  Dec. 
7.  We  knotted  and  finished  a  comfort  and 
packed  a  large  box  of  clothing  which  wej 
had  made  during  the  summer  to  be  given' 
for  relief  at  Christmastime.  We  did  some; 
sewing  for  the  people  at  the  old  folks'* 
home  at  Mexico  and  also  have  some  jellies: 
and  spreads  for  the  home  for  Christmas. — i 
Mrs.  Lillie  Bailey,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Nappanee. — Since  our  last  report,  Bro.l 
Samuel  Longenecker  and  his  wife  were! 
installed  as  our  pastors  by  Bro.  Eldon  Ev-! 
ans  of  New  Paris.  Bro.  Evans  was  choseni 
as  our  elder  after  our  former  pastor  and; 
elder,  Bro.  Ray  Zook,  left  for  other  work1 
in  Iowa.  Before  the  Zooks  left,  a  fellow- 
ship supper  was  held  for  both  pastors.  A 
gift  was  presented  to  the  Zooks.  Visitingi 
speakers  have  been  Brethren  John  Fred- 
erick, Mark  Schrock,  William  Brubaker, 
and  John  Metzler.  Our  pastor  attended  the, 
regional  conference  at  Manchester  College] 
and  held  a  two  weeks'  meeting  in  the 
Woodland,  111.,  church.  One  Sunday  newi 
pulpit  furniture,  a  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.; 
John  Pfieffer  as  a  memorial  to  his  parents/ 
Brother  and  Sister  Leonard  Pfieffer,  whoj 
were  charter  members  of  this  church,  was] 
dedicated.  Our  communion  was  held  onj 
Nov.  3.  We  were  happy  for  the  help  ofl 
Bro.  Paul  Halladay  as  music  director,  who; 
assisted  Pastor  Longenecker  in  two  week-; 
end  meetings  recently.  A  harvest  sermon 
was  preached  one  Sunday  by  our  pastorl 
and  an  offering  was  lifted  for  home  mis-' 
sions.  A  number  of  churches  of  the  town 
held  a  union  service  at  our  church  on  the; 
evening  of  Reformation  Sunday  with  a! 
Lutheran  minister  from  Mishawaka  as  the; 
speaker.  The  women  have  been  quilting, 
sewing  and  making  garments  and  com- 
forters for  European  relief.  Bro.  Long- 
enecker conducted  a  very  beautiful  and 
impressive  candlelight  service  at  their  last 
monthly  evening  meeting.  The  men's  work 
is  sponsoring  the  DP  family  project.  They 
have  a  Ukrainian  family  of  four,  who  are 
nicely  located.  The  first  family  night  of  a 
series  was  enjoyed  Nov.  27  with  Bro.  Glen 
Weimer,  pastor  of  the  South  Bend  First 
church,  delivering  the  evening  message. 
Our  elderly  sister,  Callie  Moneyheffer,  has 
passed  away  recently.  At  the  last  council 
our  pastor  gave  a  report  of  his  work  since 
coming  here.  The  church  decided  to  have 
-a  directory  again  next  year,  prepared  by 


the  pastor.  On  Dec.  4  Brother  and  Sister 
Amos  Ruff  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary.  An  oil  burner  furnace 
was  installed  in  the  church  and  some  in- 
sulation work  was  done.  The  interest  and 
attendance  have  been  very  good  under  the 
leadership  of  Brother  and  Sister  Long- 
enecker. — Mrs.  Hazel  Grasz,  Nappanee, 
Ind. 

Rossville. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
council  on  Dec.  8  with  our  elder,  Bro.  G. 
L.  Wine,  presiding.  One  member  was  re- 
ceived by  letter.  During  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober we  had  a  group  of  young  people 
from  Manchester  College  with  us  at  our 
morning  services  and  the  women's  work 
sponsored  a  religious  film,  Answer  for 
Anne.  A  two  weeks'  revival,  with  Bro. 
Ray  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio,  as  the 
evangelist,  has  just  closed.  Seven  young 
people  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.  Special  numbers  in  song  were 
presented  by  our  own  singers  during  the 
meetings  and  by  the  neighboring  churches 
of  the  community. — Mrs.  Vernie  Jackson, 
Rossville,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Sheldon. — On  Sept.  11  we  heard  reports 
of  the  district  conference.  Our  annual 
business  meeting  was  held  Sept.  19.  Bro. 
Joshua  Schechter  presided  at  the  installa- 
tion services  for  our  new  pastor,  Bro. 
Gahm,    on    Sept.    26.     The    crop    from   the 


church  farm  was  bountiful.  The  annual 
church  supper  was  served  Oct.  11  and  the 
aid  Christmas  bazaar  on  Dec.  1.  Three 
delegates  attended  the  regional  conference 
at  McPherson  and  reported  to  the  congre- 
gation on  Nov.  27.  We  now  have  bulletins 
for  our  services  and  pastoral  visits  have 
begun.  Plans  for  the  Christmas  program 
and  New  Year's  watch  are  under  way. — 
Mrs.  Harold  V.  Evans,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 

Kansas 
Hutchinson. — On  Sept.  4  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Burton  Metzler  were  with  us  for  in- 
stallation services  for  our  new  pastor,  Bro. 
Charles  Dumond,  Jr.,  and  his  wife.  Sept. 
25  was  our  rally  day  and  installation  serv- 
ices were  held  for  all  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers.  Thirteen  of  our  folks  at- 
tended the  district  conference  at  Garden 
City.  Sisters  Ella  Burgin  and  Vivienne 
Moyer  were  our  delegates.  Bro.  Dumond 
led  us  in  a  revival  meeting  Oct.  16-30.  A 
number  of  students  from  McPherson  Col- 
lege came  down  to  help  with  the  music. 
Eight  adults  were  received  into  the  church, 
four  by  baptism  and  four  by  letter.  Com- 
munion services  were  held  on  Oct.  30.  Our 
Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  is 
growing.  Several  of  our  folks  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  McPherson.  A 
new  pulpit  was  dedicated  on  Nov.  27.  The 
project  of  purchasing  the  pulpit  was  in- 
itiated by  our  young  people.    The  women 


To  help  you  understand  the  Apostle  Paul  .   .   . 

During  February  and  March  the  Sunday-school  lessons  will 
center  around  the  part  played  in  early  Christianity  by  the 
greatest  of  all  the  early  church  leaders.  These  books  are  se- 
lected to  aid  you  in  understanding  his  life,  work  and  influence. 

PAUL.  By  Edgar  J.  Goodspeed 

In  writing  this  account  of  the  work  and  the  letters  of  Paul, 
Dr.  Goodspeed  has  employed  his  well-known  skill  in  making 
scholarly  data  interesting  to  and  understandable  by  the 
average  reader.   Price,  $2.75. 

PAUL    FOR    EVERYONE.   By  Chester  W.  Quimby 
A  vivid  and  simple  but  scholarly  portrait  of  Paul  and  a 
setting  forth  of  his  mission  and  method.    It  is  fair  and  con- 
siderate and  carries  deep  insights.   Price,  $2.00. 

THE  APOSTLE.  By  Sholem  Asch 

A  novel  on  the  life  of  the  Apostle  Paul  told  with  all  the  un- 
derstanding of  Jewish  customs  and  background  which  this 
eminent  Jewish  writer  could  employ.    Price,  $3.75. 

I.   PAUL.    By  Lester  Wolf 

Written  in  the  first  person  to  give  an  autobiographical  touch, 
this  is  an  unfolding  of  the  epic  career  of  the  great  apostle. 
Imaginative,  yet  factually  based.   Price,  $2.95. 

CONTEMPORARY  THINKING  ABOUT   PAUL. 

Compiled  by  Thomas  Kepler 
This  new  anthology  contains  fifty-five  significant  and  pro- 
vocative interpretations  of  Christ's  great  apostle,  by  more 
than  fifty  of  the  most  capable  New  Testament  scholars  of 
the  present  day.   Price,  $4.00. 
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and  girls  held  their  Christmas  party  on 
Dec.  1.  We  recently  held  a  bazaar  and  food 
sale,  made  comforters  for  Kassel,  Ger- 
many, and  filled  washcloth  kits  for  Aus- 
tria. The  men  have  been  painting  and  do- 
ing repair  work  on  the  inside  of  the  church 
and  filled  in  the  yard.  The  Beacon  Light 
class  served  a  supper  and  cleared  $150  to 
be  used  toward  painting  the  church  on  the 
outside.  Bro.  Raymond  Flora  was  our 
guest  speaker  on  Dec.  11  as  Bro.  Dumond 
was  in  Garden  City  for  a  week's  meeting. 
A  White  Gift  service  will  be  held  Dec.  18 
and  gifts  will  be  taken  to  the  old  folks' 
home  at  Darlow.  A  Christmas  program 
will  be  presented  by  the  Sunday  school 
and  church  Dec.  23  and  a  baby  dedication 
will  be  held  Dec.  25.  A  very  good  friend 
in  Indiana  recently  gave  the  Hutchinson 
church  parsonage  a  new  electric  refriger- 
ator.— Mrs.  Steve  Moyer,  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas. 

Pleasant  View. — Our  annual  business 
meeting  was  held  in  September  and  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Duane  Ramsey 
of  Wichita,  who  was  attending  McPherson 
College  and  who  had  been  serving  our 
church  as  student  pastor  for  two  years, 
handed  in  his  resignation  as  he  planned  to 
attend  Bethany  Seminary.  Bro.  Charles  A. 
Miller  of  Westphalia  was  secured  as  pas- 
tor and  he  and  his  wife  have  moved  here. 
Bro.  Miller  was  elected  elder  of  our 
church.  Several  families  have  moved  into 
our  community  and  our  church  attendance 
has  increased.  Our  fall  communion  serv- 
ice was  held  on  the  Saturday  evening  be- 
fore Thanksgiving.  Our  women's  work  is 
quilting,  making  comforters  and  collecting 
and  mending  clothing  for  relief.  We  meet 
twice  a  month.  The  women  of  the  church 
and  community  held  a  chicken  supper  in 
the  church  basement  this  fall.  Several 
persons  from  here  went  to  the  district 
conference  at  St.  John.  We  are  planning  to 
have  a  Christmas  program. — Mrs.  Russell 
D.  Showalter,  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Longmeadow. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Oct.  29  with  Bro.  Laban  Strife  preach- 
ing the  first  sermon.  Bro.  Cyrus  Strite 
preached  the  examination  sermon  and  of- 
ficiated at  the  evening  service.  Bro.  S. 
Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  was 
with  us  in  an  evangelistic  meeting  Nov.  1- 
13.  We  were  favored  with  special  music  by 
the  Manor  and  Broadfording  congregations 
and  by  Bro.  Charles  Rowland  of  Hunting- 
don, Pa.  Our  local  talent  also  provided 
quartets  and  duets.  As  a  direct  result,  five 
persons  were  baptized.  Three  members 
were  received  by  letter  recently.  Our  Sun- 
day evening  meetings  are  continuing  every 
two  weeks  with  a  different  class  of  the 
Sunday  school  responsible  for  the  meet- 
ings. The  women  hold  sales  at  the  Hagers- 
town  city  market  once  each  month  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  remodel 
our  church  kitchen.  We  have  held  several 
meetings  to  make  plans  for  remodeling  our 
church.  The  young  people  will  go  carol 
singing  on  Christmas  Eve.  They  will  also 
deliver  six  baskets  of  food  to  poor  families. 
The  young  people  have  sent  two  Christmas 
packages  to  Europe.  The  children  of  the 
Sunday  school  will  present  their  Christmas 
program  on  Christmas  morning.  The  Sun- 
day school  is  sending  a  sunshine  package 
to  Rufus  Petre,  a  missionary  child,  who 
was  seriously  burned  in  Africa.  He  is 
now  a  patient  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  in 
Baltimore,  Md.  Bro.  Wendell  Flory  of 
China  was  with  us  recently  and  showed 
pictures  and  told  us  of  his  work  in  China. 
Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  will  be  with  us  on  Jan. 
19  to  tell  of  his  relief  work  in  Europe. — 
Pearl   Petre,   Hagerstown.   Md. 

Peach  Blossom. — John  E.  Rowland  of 
Greencastle,  Pa.,  held  a  revival  in  the 
Fairview  house  Nov.  13-27.  Each  evening 
Bro.  Rowland  brought  illustrated  Bible 
stories  to  the  children.  Special  music  in 
the  form  of  men's  and  ladies'  choruses, 
duets  and  solos  helped  to  inspire  each  wor- 
shiper. Ten  persons  united  with  the  church 
and  were  baptized  Dec.   11   in  the  Denton 
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church.  The  ladies'  aid,  women's  work 
council  and  CBYF  have  all  been  busy  pro- 
moting programs  for  peace,  temperance 
and  youth  fellowship  meetings.  They  are 
also  making  and  collecting  clothing,  shoes 
and  grease  for  soap,  making  soap  and  visit- 
ing the  sick  and  aged.  A  large  amount  of 
relief  material  was  collected  by  the  Meth- 
odist, Brethren  and  other  churches  and 
clubs  and  sent  on  the  relief  truck  which 
came  on  Nov.  30.  Our  missionary  commit- 
tee, Anna  Hutchison,  William  Sanger  and 
Albert  Fike,  have  sponsored  mission  pro- 
grams and  the  study  of  the  new  mission 
books  as  listed  by  Elgin.  One  of  our  young 
men.  Ford  Secrist,  went  on  a  cattle  ship 
to  Germany  recently.  Bro.  Schlosser  of 
Elizabethtown  held  a  missionary  Bible  in- 
stitute at  the  Denton  church  for  our  Mar- 
dela  District.  The  district  women's  rally 
was  held  in  October  with  Mrs.  Peter  Kru- 
ger  as  the  guest  speaker.  She  gave  us  a 
vivid  picture  of  her  relief  work  in  different 
places  in  Europe.  .Our  new  church  house 
at  Easton  is  progressing  nicely.  We  hope 
to  have  a  dedication  service  at  Easter 
time. — Mrs.  Barry  Fox,  Easton,  Md. 

Michigan 

Battle  Creek. — Several  persons  from  our 
church  attended  the  Michigan  camp  dedi- 
cation at  Jehnsen  Lake  recently.  We  were 
privileged  to  have  Emmit  Hatch,  bass- 
baritone  soloist,  from  Manchester  College 
with  us  recently.  At  our  September  coun- 
cil meeting  church-school  officers  were 
elected.  Our  evangelistic  meetings  were 
held  Oct.  24— Nov.  6  with  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe 
of  Milford,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist.  Ten  per- 
sons were  taken  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  6.  We  are  happy  to  report  a 
100%  Messenger  club  again  this  year.  The 
women's  work  group  held  a  Christmas  tea 
at  the  church  on  Dec.  6.  Our  aid  has  been 
filling  boxes  for  relief  and  making  band- 
ages for  hospitals.  The  young  people  pre- 
sented a  play  on  Christmas  morning  en- 
titled The  Hidden  Gift.— Florence  M.  Snow, 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

New  Haven. — The  members  of  the  New 
Haven  church  met  in  council  Sept.  23  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  J.  J.  Cook,  presiding.  Oct. 
1  was  the  date  of  our  communion  service. 
Bro.  Harold  Deeter  of  Shepherd  presided. 
Our  combined  home-coming  and  harvest 
meeting  was  held  Oct.  23  with  Bro.  Lloyd 
Hoff  of  North  Manchester  as  the  speaker. 
Accompanying  Bro.  Hoff  were  two  college 
students,  Mr.  Stoner  and  Mary  Timmons, 
who  furnished  special  music.  The  report  of 
the  Lord's  acre  project  was  quite  satisfac- 
tory. Bro.  Gordon,  a  representative  of 
Manchester  College,  brought  us  the  mes- 
sage on  Nov.  20.  Our  state  field  representa- 
tive, Bro.  Arthur  Taylor  of  Flint,  Mich., 
preached  for  us  on  Dec.  4.  For  the  past 
several  weeks  the  ladies'  aid  has  been  hold- 
ing extra  meetings  to  hurry  along  the  re- 
lief work  and  get  ready  for  a  bazaar  and 
baked  goods  sale,  which  they  are  planning 
to  hold  in  the  near  future.  We  are  con- 
tinuing our  yearly  100%  Messenger  club. 
The  Bro.  J.  J.  Cook  family  is  sponsoring 
Bruno  Webber,  a  German  student,  for  a 
year. — Purl   Bosserman,    Middleton,    Mich. 

Ohio 

Dupont. — Our  church  met  in  a  business 
meeting  on  Sept.  16.  Bro.  Lyle  Klotz  held 
a  one-week  meeting  Sept.  18-25.  Thirteen 
young  people  were  taken  into  the  church 
and  baptized  in  the  Defiance  baptistry  on 
Sept.  27.  The  ladies'  aid  met  at  the  par- 
sonage on  Oct.  17  and  knotted  six  com- 
forts for  Sister  Fisher.  New  officers  were 
elected.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Walter  Fisher, 
held  a  week's  meeting  at  the  Black  Swamp 
church  the  first  of  October.  Several  per- 
sons from  our  church  motored  to  Adrian, 
Mich.,  while  David  Landis  was  holding  a 
two  weeks'  meeting  there.  Our  commu- 
nion was  held  Oct.  25. — Anna  Measel,  Oak- 
wood,  Ohio. 

Eden. — The  work  at  Eden  is  moving  for- 
ward nicely.  Our  membership  goal  was  an 
average  of  fifty  for  last  year  and  we  ex- 
ceeded that  goal  with  fifty-six  and  for  this 
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New  Testament 

in  pocket  sizes 
POCKET  SIZE— 41/8#/x61/4" 

Printed  on  a  fine  quality  of  India  paper 
that  makes  possible  a  Testament  only  five- 
sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick.  This  Testa- 
ment is  designed  for  daily  use,  in  pocket 
size,  with  an  extremely  clear  pronouncing 
type,  in  a  variety  of  beautiful  bindings. 
Weighs  only  seven  ounces.  * 

INDIA    PAPER— 5/16"    THICK 

No.  990X — Leatheroid,     limp     style, 

red  under  gold  edges $  4.00 

No.  99 IX — Genuine  leather,  limp  style,  red  under  gold  edges  $  5.00 

No.  993X — Genuine  morocco,   leather  lined,   limp  style,   red 

under  gold  edges , 9.00 

No.  994X — Genuine  morocco,  leather  lined,  overlapping  cov- 
ers, red  under  gold  edges    10.00 

No.  998X — White    leatheroid    (washable),    limp    style,    gold 

edges,  presentation  page   5.00 
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No.  602 — Leatheroid,  morocco  grain,  limp,  amber  edges 1.50 
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No.  604 — Genuine   leather,   morocco   grain,   limp,   red   under 

gold  edges  2.50 

No.  605 — Genuine  leather,  morocco  grain,  overlapping  covers, 

red   under   gold  edges    3.00 

No.  608 — White    leatheroid    (washable),    limp    binding,    gold 

edges,    confirmation   certificate    2.75 

No.  609 — White    leatheroid    (washable),    limp    binding,    gold 

edges,  marriage  certificate    2.75 

INDIA    PAPER    EDITION— 5/16"    THICK 

No.  690X — Leatheroid,  limp  style,  red  under  gold  edges $  3.00 
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year  we  have  a  start  of  ten  and  pray  for 
more.  The  work  on  the  church  has  been 
pretty  well  completed.  Dedication  services 
were  held  Oct.  23,  at  which  time  an  offer- 
ing of  more  than  $700  was  received.  Our 
guest  speakers  that  day  were  Brethren 
J.  D.  Zigler  and  Wilmer  Petry.  A  complete 
sound  system  has  been  installed  through- 
out the  church  as  a  memorial  gift  from  the 
families  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sylvester  Paulus 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forest  Kidwell.  On  Dec. 
5  our  junior  boys  and  girls  had  a  party  in 
the  church  basement.  The  ladies'  aid  is 
meeting  in  the  church  basement  to  do 
fancy  work.  We  are  working  hard  in  the 
Advance  With  Christ  movement.  We  ask 
for  your  prayers. — Mrs.  Clyde  Barkley, 
Massillon,  Ohio. 

West  Milton. — Our  fall  council  meeting 
was  held  Sept.  7  with  Elder  Moyne  Landis 
presiding  and  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Four  deacons  were  elected  at  this  meeting. 
Our  communion  was  held  Oct.  2.  Bro.  El- 
don  Petry  held  one  week  of  services  Oct. 
23-30.  Special  numbers  from  the  choir  and 
surrounding  churches  added  much  to  the 
success  of  these  meeting.  Two  folding  doors 
have  been  installed  in  the  Sunday-school 
rooms.  Betty  Sotzing,  one  of  our  young 
ladies,  left  Nov.  30  for  New  Windsor,  Md., 
where  she  will  give  a  year  of  service  to 
Church  World  Service.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Perry  Huffaker,  assisted  in  camp  work 
and  musical  institutes  during  the  summer 
and  fall.  He  also  assisted  in  two  evange- 
listic services  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  landscaping  and  planting  of 
shrubbery  and  trees  at  the  parsonage  is 
almost  completed.  On  Dec.  11  our  young 
folks  will  present  a  program,  One  of  the 
Nine.  On  Dec.  18  the  choir  will  present 
a  Christmas  cantata,  Yuletide  Memories, 
at  which  time  a  White  Gift  offering  will 
be  lifted  for  missions.  We  are  happy  to 
have  four  German  students  with  us  for  a 
year. — Alice  Aukerman,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Woodworth. — Mrs.  John  Furry  and  L.  W. 
Huffman  were  our  delegates  to  the  district 
conference.  Our  fall  business  meeting  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  29.  We  ob- 
served a  harvest  service  on  Sept.  11.  An 
offering  of  $109  was  received  for  missions 
and  relief.  Promotion  day  was  observed 
Sept.  25  and  rally  day  on  Oct.  2.  The  pastor 
was  away  holding  a  two  weeks'  evange- 
listic meeting,  attending  regional  confer- 
ence and  on  a  week's  vacation  during  the 
month  of  October.  In  his  absence  the  pul- 
pit was  filled  by  Judge  Phillips,  E.  G. 
Diehm  and  Willis  Kurtz.  Bro.  Kurtz 
showed  the  picture  of  Queen  Esther  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  23.  Our  fall  commun- 
ion service  was  observed  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  6.  A  week  of  spiritual  life  meet- 
ings were  held  Nov.  13-20.  A  Thanksgiving 
service  for  the  four  churches  of  our  com- 
munity was  held  in  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  23.  Our  pastor  delivered 
the  sermon  and  our  folks  furnished  the 
special  music.  An  offering  was  received  for 
missions  and  relief.  Through  gifts  and  free- 
will offerings  an  electric  organ  has  been 
purchased  and  will  soon  be  placed  in  the 
church.  The  young  people  will  present 
their  Christmas  program  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  21.  The  children's  Christmas  pro- 
gram will  be  presented  on  the  morning  of 
Dec.  25.— Mrs.  Clyde  Mulligan,  Poland, 
Ohio. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass.— Bro.  Lynn  Blickenstaff  and 
his  wife  spent  a  few  days  in  our  commu- 
nity in  the  early  part  of  October.  Several 
of  our  members  attended  the  Oregon  dis- 
district  conference  held  at  Portland  the 
latter  part  of  October.  The  Sunday  school 
is  preparing  a  Christmas  program.  Our 
new  parsonage  is  nearing  completion.  At 
our  recent  council  meeting  the  church  ac- 
cepted the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Homer  D.  Kimmel  and  his  wife,  to  become 
effective  June  1,  1950.— Martha  Harlacher, 
Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 

Nicholas  Garden. — A  number  of  our 
group  attended  the  Oregon  district  confer- 
ence in  Portland.  Two  community  youth 
came  into  the  church  by  baptism  during 
the  summer.  The  church  co-operated  in 
union  Sunday  evening  services  during  the 


summer.  A  craft  school  was  conducted 
during  the  summer  and  fall,  three  after- 
noons a  week.  Only  one  afternoon  a  week 
is  being  held  this  winter.  A  nursery 
play  school  is  also  being  held  one  after- 
noon a  week.  Community  people  have 
helped  in  these  projects.  We  miss  our 
volunteer  service  workers,  Truman  Wiles 
and  Joe  Shatto,  who  were  here  for  nine 
months.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Leland  Nelson, 
has  been  having  a  varied  Sunday  evening 
program.  A  children's  Christmas  program 
will  be  presented  on  Sunday  morning  with 
an  adult  play,  The  Other  Shepherd,  in  the 
evening.  Our  love  feast  will  be  observed 
on  New  Year's  Eve.  Friends  from  other 
churches  are  cordially  invited.  One  work 
night  a  month  is  being  observed  to  com- 
plete some  of  the  physical  needs  of  our 
church.  Our  annual  Armistice  Day  turkey 
dinner  was  very  successful  and  a  $300 
profit  was  realized  to  add  to  the  building 
fund.— Mrs.  Forrest  Groff,  Springfield, 
Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Carson  Valley. — Our  revival  meeting  was 
held  Oct.  3-16,  closing  with  our  love  feast. 
Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Ohio  was  the  evan- 
gelist. As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  twenty- 
nine  persons  accepted  Christ  and  were 
baptized.  Our  harvest-home  meeting  was 
held  Oct.  2.  Food  that  was  donated  was 
given  to  the  old  folks'  home  at  Martins- 
burg.  Our  women's  group  meets  all  day 
on  Wednesdays.  Sister  Rose  Blough  has 
donated  a  room  in  her  home  for  this  work. 
The  mixed  chorus  of  our  church,  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  Chester  Hoover,  has 
been  singing  in  the  neighboring  churches 
during  their  revivals. — Mrs.  Chester  Hoo- 
ver, Duncansville,  Pa. 

Hooversville. — The  basement  of  our 
church  has  been  remodeled  and  decorated. 
The  ladies  of  our  church  have  purchased 
a  gas  stove  for  the  kitchen.  The  dedica- 
tion service  was  held  for  the  basement  and 
a  social  hour  followed.  We  called  it  family 
night.  Bro.  W.  D.  Rummel  of  Glenshaw,  a 
former  pastor,  was  the  main  speaker.  On 
Aug.  7  we  celebrated  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  Quemahoning  congregation  of  which 
we  used  to  be  a  part.  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough  of 
Ohio  was  the  speaker  for  the  morning. 
Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  returned  missionary, 
was  the  speaker  for  the  afternoon.  Bro. 
Blough  dedicated  our  church  building  for- 
ty-six years  ago,  Bro.  W.  D.  Rummel  was 
the  speaker  for  the  evening.  We  were  glad 
to  have  Bro.  Rowland  of  Juniata  with  us 
in  the  afternoon.  He  gave  us  a  message 
in  song.  Bro.  George  Wright  of  Rummel 
held  a  week's  meeting  in  our  church  Oct. 
17-23.  On  Oct.  23  our  communion  service 
was  held  with  Bro.  Wright  presiding.  Six 
people  were  baptized  by  Bro.  Blough,  our 
pastor.  Our  church  was  represented  at  the 
state  Sunday-school  convention  in  Johns- 
town Oct.  11-13.  We  were  also  represented 
at  the  district  meeting  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania which  was  held  in  Windber.  On 
Nov.  6  Bro.  J.  W.  Yoder  was  with  us  and 
gave  a  talk  on  Rosanna's  Boys.  Union 
Thanksgiving  services  were  held  in  our 
church  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  24  with  Bro. 
Kenneth  Blough,  our  pastor,  delivering  the 
Thanksgiving  message.  A  number  of  bas- 
kets were  filled  by  members  of  our  church 
and  taken  to  the  old  folks'  home  at  Scalp 
Level.  An  organ  has  been  purchased  for 
the  church.  Milton  G.  Lohr  is  our  Sunday- 
school  superintendent. — Blanche  M.  Hersh- 
berger,  Hooversville,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — Several  of  our  Sunday-school 
teachers  attended  a  special  leadership 
training  school  at  Lebanon  Valley  College. 
E.  E.  Meyer,  the  president  of  the  Lebanon 
County  Sunday-school  Association,  and 
two  others  from  our  school  attended  the 
Association's  convention  in  Johnstown. 
Our  pastor,  Carl  W.  Zeigler,  held  a  two 
weeks'  meeting  at  the  Bareville  church. 
Our  senior  choir  sang  at  one  of  these  serv- 
ices and  several  of  our  members  visited 
these  meetings  during  our  pastor's  stay  in 
Bareville.  Brethren  Lester  Royer,  Armon 
Snowden  and  Iram  Lentz  and  Rev.  Harry 
Geissinger,  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Street 
Presbyterian  church,  filled  the  pulpit  at 
different  times  during  our  pastor's  absence. 
Our    young    people    motored    to    Bareville 


one  Sunday  afternoon  for  a  social  visit 
with  the  Bareville  young  people.  Our 
girls'  trio  sang  at  this  meeting.  Our  an- 
nual Thanksgiving  service  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening  with  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Chamberlain,  pastor  of  the  Palm  Lutheran 
church  of  Palmyra  as  the  speaker.  Gifts 
of  food  and  money  were  brought  to  this 
service  and  were  then  given  to  needy 
families  in  the  community.  Two  of  our 
couples,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Allen  Kettering  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Zimmerman,  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversaries 
during  the  month  of  November.  Several  of 
our  men  went  to  Camp  Swatara,  where 
they  are  helping  to  add  a  new  unit  to  the 
main  building  at  the  camp.  This  work 
will  continue  for  several  weeks.  Miss  Ber- 
tha Risser,  a  teacher  in  our  local  schools, 
showed  slides  of  her  tour  of  England  and 
Switzerland  and  her  work  as  a  rehabilita- 
tion worker  in  Germany.  Mrs.  Kenneth 
K'an  of  our  China  mission  field  spoke  in 
the  Myerstown  church.  Her  husband  is  a 
medical  doctor.  Many  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  dedicatory  services  held  in  the 
Annville  church.  Bro.  Lester  Royer  rep- 
resented our  congregation  in  the  Sunday 
morning  service. — Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Reinhold, 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Texas 
Falfurrias. — The  church  met  in  council 
Oct.  28  with  100%  of  the  resident  member- 
ship present.  Bro.  H.  M.  Landis  officiated 
at  the  request  of  the  elder.  The  letters  of 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Landis  and  her  daughter  were 
received  at  this  time.  Bro.  H.  M.  Landis 
was  asked  to  act  as  pastor  for  another 
year  and  other  church  officers  were 
elected.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov. 
23.  Several  nonresident  members  from 
the  Rio  Grande  Valley  came  about  ninety 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  418.  Wanted:  Woman  to  keep  house 
and  care  for  two  children  for  working, 
widowed,  mother.  Write:  P.  O.  Box  934, 
Newport  News,  Va. 

No.  419.  Wanted:  Secretary.  Midwest 
F.  O.  R.  Shorthand,  typing  essential.  In- 
terest in  pacifism  preferred.  Salary  $170  a 
month.  Write:  A.  G.  Watson,  Room  601, 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicago  11,  111. 

No.  420.  Wanted:  An  elderly  lady,  in- 
valid or  convalescent  to  care  for  in  my 
Brethren  home  for  weekly  wages.  Experi- 
ence and  18  months  training.  Write:  Opal 
V.  Rantz,  Roann,  Ind. 

No.  421.  Wanted:  Brethren  sister  would 
like  working  for  board  for  one  year  and 
raising  poultry  on  shares.  Write:  Lillie  J. 
Fox,  Houghton  Lake,  Star  Route,  Mich. 

No.  422.  For  sale:  15  senior  choir  robes, 
white  tops  and  black  bottoms.  Write:  Mrs. 
Fern  Thornton,  Huron  St.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  References  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow,  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296,  Buchman,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.   State   St.,  Elgin,  HI. 
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preaching  the  sermon.  Our  Thanksgiving 
offering  in  cash  and  pledges  amounted  to 
$1,324.29  and  will  go  toward  the  building 
fund.  The  children's  department  will  pre- 
sent a  program,  the  young  people  will  pre- 
sent a  Christmas  play  and  the  cho^r  will 
present  a  cantata  during  the  holiday  sea- 
son. Plans  have  been  made  to  do  more  in 
visual  education. — Mrs.  George  McNeill, 
Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin 

Chippewa  Valley. — We  met  in  our  quar- 
terly council  in  September  with  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Ralph  Martin,  presiding  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  new 
year.  Bro.  Rhett  Petcher  of  Rice  Lake  was 
chosen  elder.  Bro.  Ralph  Anderson  held 
our  revival  meeting  recently  and  one  per- 
son was  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
The  ladies'  aid  had  their  bazaar  and  food 
sale  on  Dec.  1.  The  Christmas  committee 
is  busy  with  the  program  which  will  be 

Name    held  Dec.  18.    The  men  of  the  church  are 

_     n           „  still   busy  remodeling   the   church.     There 

K.   D.  or   bt jjas  Deen  an  increased  interest  shown  in 
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Q  our  church  program  under  the  leadership 

btate  of  Bro.   Ralph  Martin.— Mrs.  John   Cripe, 
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miles  to  share  in  this  service  and  in  the 
Thanksgiving  meetings.  On  Thanksgiving 
Day  the  Brethren  Service  truck  arrived 
from  New  Windsor,  bringing  eight  Hol- 
stein  heifers  and  a  bull  calf,  registered 
stock,  donated  by  the  Lancaster  County 
churches  in  Pennsylvania  to  the  Falfurrias 
project.  Elder  Abram  Eshleman  from  the 
West  Greentree  congregation  accompanied 
the  truck.  At  8:30  a  praise  and  testimony 
service  was  held  on  the  lawn,  followed  by 
a  dedication  service  for  the  heifers  at  the 
corral.  Bro.  Firestone,  Bro.  Eshleman  and 
Bro.  Isaac  Earhart  spoke  at  this  service. 
The  Mennonite  group  who  worship  regu- 
larly with  us  were  also  present.  A  basket 
dinner  was  shared  on  the  lawn  at  one 
"o'clock  and  at  three  o'clock  Bro.  Eshleman 
delivered  a  Thanksgiving  message  to  the 
group.  He  remained  with  us  until  Sunday 
and  preached  the  morning  service.  We 
heartily  invite  any  of  the  Brethren  who  are 
interested  in  the  work  here  to  visit  us  and 
share  with  us  in  building  the  Kingdom  in 
this  vast,  almost  untouched  territory. — 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Landis,  Falfurrias,  Texas. 

Virginia 
Barren  Ridge. — In  the  absence  of  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Paul  Coffman,  Earl  Rolland  and 
W.  Donald  Clague  filled  the  pulpit.  The 
CBYF  had  as  a  guest  speaker  Dottie 
Leiter.  An  installation  service  was  held 
Sept.  25  for  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  the  coming  year.  Our 
revival  was  held  Oct.  2-9.  Twenty  towel 
kits  were  sent  to  relief.  The  church  gave 
our  pastor  a  new  typewriter.  Our  church 
sent  a  storm  relief  offering  to  Florida.  Dur- 
ing November  a  school  of  Christian  living 
was  conducted.  The  church  again  will  col- 
lect a  sacrificial  offering,  money  and  prod- 
ucts for  CROP.  Our  last  council  was  held 
Nov.  20,  with  our  pastor  in  charge.  The 
inside  of  the  church  has  been  redecorated. 
We  have  received  thirteen  new  members 
by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  Seven  let- 
ters were  granted.  The  union  Thanksgiv- 
ing service  will  be  held  in  our  church  this 
year.— Mrs.  Crystal  Allen,  Staunton,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Keyser. — We  met  in  regular  council  Sept. 
13.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  I.  S.  Long,  was  re- 
elected elder.  Evangelistic  services  were 
held  Sept.  18-25  by  Bro.  Jacob  T.  Dick  of 
Lititz,  Pa.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  five 
young  people  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  Oct.  2.  A  pen  and  pencil  set  was  pre- 
sented to  Bro.  Charles  Bobo  in  appreciation 
of  his  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service 
as     Sunday-school     superintendent.      Bro. 


Bobo  had  asked  to  be  relieved  in  order  to 
be  free  to  do  some  district  work.  The 
men's  work  in  the  Keyser  church  has  re- 
cently been  reorganized.  Our  young  peo- 
ple were  hosts  to  the  district  round  table 
Nov.  20.  Three  young  people  of  the  peace 
caravan  were  here  for  the  round  table  and 
spent  most  of  the  following  week  in  the 
Keyser  church  and  community  working  in 
the  interest  of  peace.  Plans  have  been 
made  for  a  mission  study  course  to  be 
held  during  the  month  of  January.  The 
union  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in 
our  church  with  Rev.  Robert  L.  Bridgers 


Mondovi,  Wis. 

Stanley. — The  Stanley  and  Worden 
churches  held  their  love  feast  jointly  at 
the  Stanley  church  on  Nov.  12.  On  Nov. 
27  an  all-day  harvest  festival  was  held  at 
the  Stanley  church  with  the  Maple  Grove, 
Worden  and  Chippewa  Valley  churches 
participating.  Bro.  Ralph  Martin,  pastor  at 
Chippewa  Valley,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Sister  Betty  Jo  Miller,  who  works  at  the 
Brethren  Service  center  in  Texas,  gave  an 
interesting  talk  on  Brethren  Service  work 
in  Texas  and  her  sister,  Roberta  Miller, 
who  works  at  New  Windsor,  Md.,  gave  a 
talk  on  the  work  there.  The  Miller  sisters 
are  daughters  of  Brother  and  Sister  Walter 
Miller,  who  have  charge  of  the  Stanley, 
Maple  Grove  and  Worden  churches.  An 
offering  of  twenty-five  dollars  was  lifted 
for  Brethren  Service.— Mrs.  Nora  Winkler, 
Stanley,  Wis. 


Bible  Game  Books  I 

By  Mildred  Olive  Honors 

BIBLE  CLUES.  This  book  makes  use  of  the  radio  quiz  clue  method  of 
identifying  Bible  facts,  etc.  An  entire  section  of  New  Puzzlers.  Colorful 
limp  paper  cover.   60  cents. 

BIBLE  QUOTATIONS.  Hundreds  of  unfinished  quotations  from  Psalms, 
Proverbs,  sayings  of  Jesus,  writings  of  St.  Paul.  More  of  those  interesting 
mathematical  puzzles.  Pages  of  dramatic  moments  in  the  Bible  and  other 
new  features.   6x9  inches.   Colorful  limp  paper  cover.   60  cents. 

RAINBOW  BOOK  OF  BIBLE  PUZZLES.  For 

boys  and  girls  from  eight  to  fifteen.  It  con- 
tains What's  My  Name?  quiz,  figure-it-out 
puzzles,  true-or-false  tests,  Bible  first  things, 
fill-in  stories,  pictures  to  color,  and  fasci- 
nating things  to  find  out.  60  cents. 


BIBLE  QUIZZES.  Bible  Alphabets,  Bible 
Kings  and  Queens,  Bible  Birds — Flowers — 
Animals,  Mathematical  Puzzles,  "Who  Said 
It?"  Bible  Zigzags,  Bible  Squares,  "Who? 
What?  Where?"  Bible  Jumbles,  Easter  and 
Christmas  Puzzles,  Easy  Questions  for 
Juniors,  "What  Happened  There?"  Facts 
about  the  Bible — Palestine — life  of  Jesus, 
the  twelve  disciples  in  rhyme,  true  or  false. 
Complete  answers  and  references  in  the 
back.  6x9  inches.  Colorful  limp  paper  cover. 
60  cents. 


MILDRED    OLIVE    HONORS 


MORE  BIBLE  QUIZZES.  Contains  quizzes  for  boys  and  girls  and  for  ad- 
vanced Bible  Students;  quizzes  on  religious  art,  music,  literature;  a  quiz  on 
missions  and  a  quiz  on  familiar  hymns.  True  or  false  tests.  Hundreds  of 
new  questions.  6x9  inches.  Colorful  limp  paper  cover.  60  cents. 
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""m  rj     'na"a   Looks 


or  wan 


Hopefully 


Bhi]  mother  and  child 

Hugh  Irwin  from  Monkmeyer 


THE  frank,  hopeful,  forward  look  in  the  eyes  of  this  Indian  mother  is  expressive  of  the 
spirit  of  India.  They  believe  that  a  way  can  be  discovered  whereby  the  Indian  child, 
and  every  child  of  the  future,  may  experience  more  of  the  abundant  life  than  they  now 
know. 

Christ  came  into  the  world  for  such  a  purpose. 

In  his  spirit  all  the  world  can  go  forward;  without  him  there  is  hope  for  none. 
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Racial  intolerance  is  growing  in 
South  Africa.  Evidence  of  this  is 
found  in  the  opening  of  the  fifth 
private  prison  in  the  Orange  Free 
State  from  which  black  convicts  are 
hired  out  to  farmers  as  cheap  labor; 
in  the  request  for  separate  hearses 
for  black  and  white  funerals  in  the 
Transvaal;  in  the  petitions  from 
various  groups  of  whites  to  the  gov- 
ernment that  all  condemned  black 
murderers  be  hanged  in  public. 

An  Indo-American  conference  was 

held  in  New  Delhi,  India,  the  middle 
of  December,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Council,  the  Institute 
of  Pacific  Relations  and  the  Indian 
Council  of  World  Affairs.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  conference  was  to  pro- 
mote mutual  understanding  and  to 
encourage  research  on  problems  of 
common  interest.  Six  presidents  of 
universities  and  representatives  of 
business  and  journalism  were  in  the 
American  delegation. 

Some  Factual  Observations 
About  Alcohol 

The  amount  of  alcohol  required  to 
make  a  person  drunk  varies  from  in- 
dividual to  individual. 

The  variable  susceptibility  to  al- 
cohol and  the  resultant  inability  to 
predict  physical  and  mental  reactions 
creates  a  hazard  that  is  dangerous  to 
society. 

A  relatively  low  alcoholic  content 
in  the  blood  causes  intoxication,  a 
medium  amount,  drunkenness  and  a 
larger  amount,  death. 

Alcohol  is  a  depressant,  creates  a 
false  stimulation  that  is  soon  dissi- 
pated and  is  followed  by  increased 
weariness. 

Alcohol  is  not  an  aphrodisiac  and 
depresses  body  and  mental  functions. 

Alcohol  may  serve  to  release  inhi- 
bitions and  makes  one  injudicious  in 
speech  and  action. 

Alcohol  does  not  increase  intelli- 
gence, improve  work  or  make  work 
easier. 

Alcohol  does  not  improve  ability; 
it  does  decrease  the  drinker's  recog- 
nition of  his  own  errors. 

Alcohol  is  a  narcotic,  irritates  a 
stomach  ulcer,  depresses  the  higher 
brain  centers,  lessens  judgment,  dis- 
cretion and  control. 

Alcohol  will  not  cure  snake  bite, 
shock  or  heat  stroke  and  may  be  in- 
jurious in  these  conditions. 

These  facts  and  others  warn  clear- 
ly against  the  use  of  alcohol  even  in 
moderation. 

— The  Foundation  Says. 


Milk  output  in  the  world's  major 
producing  areas  last  year  was  about 
ninety  per  cent  of  prewar  produc- 
tion, with  a  small  general  increase 
noted  in  Europe  despite  the  fact 
that  feed  supplies  are  still  below 
prewar  level. 

Japanese  who  renounced  their 
American  citizenship  after  being 
placed  in  concentration  camps  are 
now  entitled  to  reclaim  it.  A  recent 
decision  of  the  San  Francisco  court 
of  appeals  restored  citizenship  to 
three  who  had  asked  for  restoration. 
The  department  of  justice  in  Wash- 
ington has  announced  that  it  will 
not  contest  these  appeals  nor  ask 
the  Supreme  Court  to  review  the 
order  of  the  San  Francisco  court. 

The  story  of  an  ancient  Jewish 
colony  on  the  island  of  Elephantine 
in  the  Nile  in  Upper  Egypt  has  been 
brought  to  light  with  the  restoration 
of  nine  whole  papyri.  The  work  of 
preparing  the  documents  brittle  with 
age  has  been  done  by  Anthony 
Giambalvo,  technician  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Museum's  Egyptian  department. 
Dr.  Emil  G.  Kraeling,  a  former  lec- 
turer in  Semitic  languages  at  Colum- 
bia University,  is  now  engaged  in 
translating  and  interpreting  the  rec- 
ords. 

Film  production   for  and   by  the 

Protestant  churches  is  increasing  at 
such  a  rate  that  during  the  next 
year  the  churches  may  come  abreast 
of  and  more  fully  use  the  modern 
means  of  communication.  Three 
sound  films  dealing  with  Christian 
education  have  just  been  completed 
and  will  probably  be  released  for 
use  after  the  first  of  the  year.  In 
preparation  are  fifteen-minute  tran- 
scriptions of  a  devotional  nature  for 
radio  use,  several  sound  films  and 
filmstrips,  all  dealing  with  some 
phase  of  the  church  and  its  many 
avenues  of  service. 

Six  rules  for  combatting  commu- 
nism were  set  forth  by  J.  Howard 
McGrath,  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  talk  before  the 
National  Interfraternity  Association. 
They  are:  (1)  be  well  informed 
about  the  world  you  live  in;  (2)  be 
cognizant  of  the  history  of  American 
democracy;  (3)  exemplify  in  your 
conduct  and  thought  the  principles 
of  democratic  achievement;  (4)  know 
the  historical  facts  and  inner  mean- 
ing of  communism ;  (5)  learn  to  think 
straight,  obtaining  all  facts  before 
making  any  charges;  (6)  make  de- 
mocracy work. 


An   Interview 


with  a  Veteran   Missionary 


David  L.  Armacost 

Huntingdon,   Pennsylvania 


WE  LOOK  far  and  wide 
for  adventure,  for  happi- 
ness and  for  the  answers 
to  our  vexing  problems.  And,  as 
is  so  often  the  case,  the  adven- 
ture, the  happiness  and  the  an- 
swers are  close  at  hand  if  we 
would  only  recognize  them. 

People  have  for  centuries  been 
seeking  a  formula  for  peace  and 
brotherhood.  In  the  life  of  J.  M. 
Blough  is  the  formula.  Forty- 
six  years  of  service  on  the  India 
mission  field,  an  ardent  desire  to 
help  people,  a  life  of  giving  and 
not  of  taking. 

The  world  has  much  to  learn 
from  men  like  J.  M.  Blough. 

India  will  take  an  important 
part  in  Far  East  affairs  .  .  .  the 
British  withdrawal  from  India  is 
the  greatest  example  in  history 
of  375,000,000  people  gaining 
freedom  without  war  .  .  .  the 
Indian  government  plans  to 
make  India  self-sufficient  in  five 
years — these  are  some  of  the  sig- 
nificant statements  made  by  Bro. 
Blough,  veteran  of  forty-six 
years  on  the  India  mission  field. 

J.  M.  Blough,  a  quiet,  reserved 
scholarly  man,  was  born  in  Som- 
erset County,  Pa.,  in  1876.  He 
majored  in  English  at  Juniata 
College  and  was  graduated  in 
1903.  In  the  summer  of  that  year 
he  married  Anna  Detweiler  and 
together  they  sailed  for  India 
and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
mission  field. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  this 
mild-mannered,  energetic  man 
has  served  in  India,  at  various 
times  as  manager  of  a  boys'  or- 
phanage  and   boarding   schools, 


J.   M.   Blough,   veteran  missionary'   and  David  L.   Armacost,   college 

student 


principal  of  the  Bible  school,  edi- 
tor of  the  church  Sunday-school 
quarterly  and  united  church  pa- 
per in  the  Indian  language  and 
manager  of  village  schools. 

Until  his  return  from  India  in 
April,  Bro.  Blough  was  frequent- 
ly chairman  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  mission  and  the 
first  chairman  of  the  joint  coun- 
cil of  the  church  in  India. 

The  Brethren  mission  field  is 


in  the  Bombay  Presidency  ex- 
tending from  50  to  200  miles 
north  of  Bombay.  At  Vyara, 
where  he  last  served,  there  are 
five  churches,  3,000  Christians, 
twenty-five  village  schools  and  a 
boys'  and  girls'  boarding  school. 
In  the  entire  area  of  the  mis- 
sion there  are  nine  stations, 
twenty-one  congregations,  and  a 
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Christian  community  of  8,500. 

He  recalls  that  there  were  just 
three  congregations  and  eleven 
missionaries  in  this  area  when  he 
and  Mrs.  Blough  arrived  in  In- 
dia forty-six  years  ago.  Today 
there  are  twenty-one  congrega- 
tions and  thirty-five  mission- 
aries. 

"The  mission  situation  is  very 
bright,"  smiled  the  missionary 
confidently.  "The  government 
has  written  freedom  into  the 
constitution.  All  persons  are  en- 
titled to  freedom  of  religion  .  .  . 
to  profess,  practice  and  propa- 
gate their  own  religion. 

"The  attitude  of  the  govern- 
ment is  friendly.  In  fact,  the 
governor  of  Bombay  is  a  Chris- 
tian as  are  some  other  govern- 
ment officials.  The  leaders  of  the 
government  appreciate  the  work 
that  the  missionaries  have  done 
in  India,  especially  among  the 
needy  and  backward  classes." 

According  to  Bro.  Blough,  In- 
dia's attitude  toward  the  East- 
West  conflict  is  one  of  "strict 
neutrality."  India  desires  to  live 
at  peace  with  all. 

The  Indian  people  regard  the 
United  States  as  "rolling  in 
wealth  and  as  a  rather  hard- 
hearted creditor.  They  feel  that 
America  is  largely  without  re- 
ligion and  morality  ...  a  coun- 
try where  gangsterism  and  ma- 
terialism prevail.  They  have 
judged  us  by  the  films  and  trashy 
literature  which  are  sent  to  In- 
dia." 

1  "The  attitude  of  the  well-or- 
ganized religions  in  India  toward 
our  evangelistic  efforts  has  rath- 
er been  one  of  resentment," 
states  the  missionary.  "Mahatma 
Gandhi  preached  that  it  is  a  sin 
to  change  one's  religion." 

"However,"  he  pointed  out, 
"there  is,  on  the  whole,  great  ap- 
preciation of  our  medical  and  so- 
cil  work  in  ministering  to  the 
poor  and  needy  and  educating 
the  backward  classes." 

Economically,  India  is  not  an 
industrialized  nation.    Farming, 
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weaving  and  cotton  ginning  are 
the  principle  industries. 

But  according  to  the  scholar, 
"Industrialization  is  bound  to 
come."  Locomotives,  buses  and 
coaches,  which  formerly  were 
imported,  will  now  be  made  in 
India. 

The  standard  of  living  in  In- 
dia is  very  low.  Better  methods 
of  farming  are  needed,  for  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  population  de- 
pend on  farming  for  their  ex- 
istence. "In  many  places  it  is  the 
missionary  who  has  demonstrat- 
ed better  methods  of  farming 
and  showed  the  way  to  produce 
better  crops,"  noted  Bro.  Blough 
triumphantly. 

"Mahatma  Gandhi  is  consid- 
ered the  father  of  his  country 
for  he,  more  than  any  one  else, 
secured  independence  for  India," 
stated  the  teacher.  The  Indian 
people  fought  the  British  rule 
with  Gandhi  -  taught  civil  diso- 
bedience and  non-co-operation. 
Thousands  went  to  jail,  lawyers 
refused  to  practice,  teachers  re- 


signed their  jobs,  and  farmers 
refused  to  pay  taxes.  "In  this 
way  the  British  were  con- 
strained to  grant  independence." 

As  for  the  future  of  India  in 
world  affairs,  Bro.  Blough  reso- 
lutely believes  that  "India  will 
take  an  important  part  in  Far 
East  affairs."  Nehru,  head  of  the 
dominion  of  India,  is  "a  good 
leader  and  can  take  his  place  in 
any  group  of  statesmen." 

Commenting  on  the  over-all 
picture  of  mission  work,  Bro. 
Blough  pointed  out  that  mission- 
ary societies  are  asking  for  about 
2,500  missionaries  this  year.  The 
financial  situation  is  bad.  The 
ever-rising  cost  of  living  and  the 
fixed  budget  have  forced  curtail- 
ment of  mission  projects. 

However,  he  is  very  enthusias- 
tic about  opportunities  for  evan- 
gelism in  India.  He  cites  the  fact 
that  600  Indian  states  that  were 
formerly  under  rajahs  are  now 
open  to  missions,  and  several  of 
these  are  located  in  our  mission 
territory. 


Field 
Editors 


H.  Spenser  Minnich  and  Ruth  F.  Brooks  are  ihe  India  field 
editors  of  this  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  Spenser,  an 
inveterate  photographer,  has  recorded  many  interesting  scenes 
with  his  camera.  He  is  pictured  here  with  Mrs.  Minnich  as 
they  are  being  decorated  with  flowers. 

Several  of  the  Indian  Christians  have  shared  again  this 
year  their  thoughts  and  experiences.  Fellowship  with  them 
through  these  pages,  we  believe,  is  a  good  thing. 

Anetta  C.  Mow  has  brought  all  of  this  together  for  the 
special  India  issue. 


EDITORIAL 


The  Dreams  of  New  India 
C.  G.  Shull 

Ahwa,   India 

IN  MEETING  and  hearing  Ja- 
wahralal  Nehru,  America  has 
seen  incarnate  the  ideals  of 
modern  India.  In  one  of  Nehru's 
addresses  in  America  a  Bombay 
newspaper  reports  him  as  say- 
ing, "I  have  dreamt  of  what  In- 
dia should  be.  Sometimes  it  is 
important  to  dream  of  such 
things.  Sometimes  a  dream  is 
realized  to  a  certain  extent."  In 
these  words  Nehru  draws  his 
own  portrait.  First  and  fore- 
most, he  is  an  idealist. 

What  are  the  dreams  of  Nehru 
and  what  are  the  goals  which 
India's  statesmen  are  seeking? 

Education:  Increased  knowl- 
edge through  the  spread  of  pri- 
mary schools  and  adult  literacy 
may  be  mentioned  first.  India's 
leaders  are  fully  conscious  of 
the  fact  that  even  their  own 
security  in  office  is  dependent 
on  a  literate  citizenship,  not 
swayed  to  and  fro  by  false  and 
adverse  propaganda. 

In  a  concerted  effort  to  wipe 
out  illiteracy  the  government  is 
now  offering  rewards  of  four 
rupees  each  to  a  teacher  who  en- 
ables former  literates  to  pass 
simple  examinations  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic.  Special 
free  textbooks,  equipment,  and 
kerosene  are  provided  as  aids  in 
reaching  this  goal.  Similarly  the 
number  of  primary  schools  is 
being  greatly  increased.  In  nor- 
mal schools  free  training  is  of- 
fered to  prepare  teachers  and 
more  liberal  salaries  are  provid- 
ed. Simultaneously  one  detects 
a  new  desire  for  learning.  In 
some  cases  this  almost  takes  the 
form  of  a  renaissance.  There  is  a 
new  demand  for  reading  materi- 
als among  people  of  the  back- 
ward classes.  Even  the  poor 
come  with  a  readiness  to  pay 
cash  for  reading  matter. 


Temperance:  Some  of  India's 
millions  may  thank  the  govern- 
ment's prohibition  policy  for 
the  fact  that  they  now  have 
more  money  to  spend  for  books 
and  other  worth-while  articles. 
Money  is  not  going  into  bottles 
of  intoxicating  liquor,  nor  into 
lawsuits  and  quarrels,  as  it  was 
in  the  days  when  wine  flowed 
freely. 

The  government  is  earnest  in 
its  prohibition  policy.  It  turns 
a  deaf  ear  to  all  critics,  appoints 
special  prohibition  officers  in  all 
districts,  names  special  commit- 
tees to  prepare  textbooks  and 
plays,  and  challenges  youth  to 
appoint  special  committees  in 
every  school  from  primary  to 
college.  No  financial  sacrifice  in 
revenue  seems  too  great.  Appro- 
priations for  law  enforcement 
and  temperance  education  are 
lavish.  In  our  own  station  Gan- 
dhi's birthday  week  was  cele- 
brated by  four  public  temper- 
ance programs,  two  of  which 
were  sponsored  by  the  mission. 

Increased  Food  Production: 
Gandhi  week  celebrations  here 
witnessed  another  thing  of  in- 
terest. Leading  district  officials 
went  each  morning  of  the  week 
to  some  village  in  the  interest  of 
better  health  and  more  food  for 
the  poor.  Farmers  are  learning 
how  to  keep  their  villages  clean 
and  at  the  same  time  preserve 
stable  droppings  and  conserve 
refuse  for  increased  crop  yields. 
Resolute  efforts  are  being  made 
to  increase  crop  productions  and 
thereby  feed  India's  millions. 

Distribution  of  Wealth:  In- 
dia's dreamer  captured  the  heart 
of  America.  The  common  people 
of  India  have  no  better  friend 
than  their  prime  minister.  One 
of  his  passions  for  years  has  been 
to  effect  a  more  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  India's  wealth,  par- 
ticularly through  the  liquidation 
of  the  iniquitous  landlord  sys- 
tem.   By  so  doing  he  can  go  a 


long  way  toward  cutting  down  a 
Communist  front  before  that 
front  is  erected. 

Release  From  Debt:  The  ef- 
fort of  the  present  government 
to  help  the'  people  get  out  of 
debt  is  most  commendable.  The 
educational  method  of  using  a 
large  poster  is  one  way  of  at- 
tracting attention.  The  picture 
of  one  such  poster  is  found  on 
page  8. 

Untouchability:  At  the  foot  of 
the  scale  among  the  common 
folk  is  the  untouchable.  "To  be 
fit  for  a  free  society  you  must 
treat  people  with  respect  re- 
gardless of  race,  color,  creed,  or 
condition."  So  wrote  the  beloved 
Rev.  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle 
shortly  before  his  death.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  say  how  to  rank  respect- 
ively poverty,  illiteracy  and  un- 
touchability as  enemies  to  a  free 
democracy.  These  are  all  being 
tackled.  On  the  wall  of  the 
county  courthouse,  five  minutes 
walk  from  our  bungalow,  is  a 
significant  poster.  Its  pictures 
and  comments  present  a  call  to 
abolish    untouchability. 

Contribution  of  Missions: 
What  is  the  future  of  missions 
in  this  context?  It  is  to  be 
frankly  recognized  that  govern- 
ment is  now  attempting  to  meet 
many  needs  which  previously 
depended  more  or  less  solely  on 
the  missionary  effort.  Plans  are 
being  made  to  make  primary  ed- 
ucation, medical  aid,  and  other 
amenities  accessible  to  all.  In 
many  instances  the  confidence 
and  zeal  of  youth  characterize 
the  approach,  and  in  some  quar- 
ters one  senses  a  feeling  that  the 
assistance  of  outside  agencies 
may  not  be  needed.  Three  ob- 
servations may  be  made. 

First,  the  idealisms  for  which 
India  is  now  striving  are  in  no 
small  degree  the  fruitage  of 
Christian  missions  in  her  land. 
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In  every  area  mentioned  above 
missionaries  have  pioneered. 
Bombay's  affable  premier,  the 
Hon.  B.  G.  Kher,  is  a  graduate 
of  a  Bombay  Christian  college 
and  freely  acknowledges  his 
training  there  to  be  a  potent  fac- 
tor in  the  ideals  for  which  he 
strives.  Scores  of  other  India 
leaders  acknowledge  their  debt 
to  Christian  training. 

The  Economic  Crisis:  Today's 
paper  mentions  the  economic 
crisis  in  India  which  is  so  threat- 
ening that  the  government  of- 
ficials in  Delhi  are  volunteering 
to  cut  their  salaries  and  allow- 
ances by  fifteen  per  cent.  It  is 
hoped  that  lesser  officials 
throughout  the  land  will  follow 
suit  and  thus  save  funds  for 
needed  projects.  Can  India  real- 
ly finance  the  vast  projects  on 
which  she  wishes  to  embark? 

The  Greatest  Need  Is  Char- 
acter: Over  against  the  sacri- 
ficial spirit  of  many  outstanding 
patriots  what  shall  be  said  of 
the  all-too-common  black  mar- 
keting, profiteering,  inordinate 
greed,  and  callous  disregard  of 
the  welfare  of  others?  Our 
prime  minister  has  warned 
against  these  in  no  uncertain 
terms.  What  of  the  lethargy  that 
works  only  to  receive  the  pay 
check  with  little  manifest  de- 
votion to  country  or  a  spirit  of 
service  to  those  in  need?  What 
does  it  avail  to  spend  thousands 
for  schools,  dispensaries,  and 
hospitals  if  these  cannot  be 
staffed  by  capable  and  self-sac- 
rificing laborers?  Jane  Addams 
once  said  that  she  had  never 
seen  a  program  of  social  service 
which  could  continue  long  unless 
it  was  sustained  by  Christian 
love. 

The  task  of  Christian  missions 
is  thus  clear.  It  is  to  help  with 
all  the  resources  which  can  be 
mustered  to  undergird  this  vast 
land  with  that  stalwart  Christian 
character  which  alone  can  insure 
national  advance.  Only  the  dy- 
namic power  of  a  living  Christ 
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is  sufficient  for  this.  Without 
this  dynamic  power  beautiful, 
thrilling  schemes  appear  on  pa- 
per but  they  are  not  translated 
into  life  and  deed.    The  Chris- 


tian church,  therefore,  has  a  glo- 
rious opportunity  to  make  an 
indispensable  contribution  to- 
ward the  realization  of  India's 
ideals. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Time  Magazine  Missed  It 

EACH  year  Time  Magazine  places 
on  its  cover  at  the  beginning  of 
the  New  Year  the  picture  of  the 
one  whom  it  considers  to  have  been 
the  outstanding  man  of  the  year  just 
ended. 

In  1950  it  went  one  step  further — 
it  put  there  the  likeness  of  the  one 
whom  it  designated  "The  Man  of  the 
Half  Century."  The  man  whom  Time 
chose  for  this  distinction  was  Win- 
ston Churchill. 

If  is  very  difficult  when  one  is 
deeply  enmeshed  in  the  middle  of  an 
historical  period  to  see  what  the  long 
run  of  the  years  will  reveal  to  have 
been  significant  and  what  of  only 
short-time  prominence. 

This  writer  would  predict,  how- 
ever, that  Time  missed  it;  that  his- 
tory some  centuries  from  now  will 
not  rate  Winston  Churchill  as  the 
man  of  the  half  century,  1900-1950, 
but  rather  will  rate  him  as  a  very 
interesting  and  versatile  individual 
having  unusual  ability  and  a  keen 
sense  of  drama.  He  belonged  always 
to  the  immediate  present  however 
rather  than  to  the  emerging  future. 
He  was  a  rallying  point  for  the  status 
quo  rather  than  the  fertilizer  of 
growth  and  change. 

Chancellor  Hufchins  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  did  a  better  job  of 
selecting  the  builders  of  the  long  fu- 
ture. His  number  one  man  was 
Mohandas  Gandhi  of  India.  The  fol- 
lowing nine  in  descending  order 
were:  Albert  Einstein,  Sigmund 
Freud,  Albert  Schweitzer,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Roosevelt,  Winston  Churchill,  Nicho- 
lai  Lenin,  F.  D.  Roosevelt,  Sun  Yat- 
sen  and  Henry  Ford. 

Three  or  four  of  these  are  distinct- 
ly religionists.  Their  selection  indi- 
cates that  our  future,  if  we  are  to 
have  one,  must  have  more  religion  in 
it,  more  love  and  reverence  for  God, 
more  respect  and  love  for  our  fellow 
men.  Other  men  who  have  led  us  in 
that  direction  during  this  half  cen- 
tury and  will  be  determinants  of  the 
future  are  John  R.  Mott,  R.  E.  Speer, 
E.  Stanley  Jones,  Rabbi  Wise,  Joshua 
Liebman,  Rufus  Jones,  Cadman  and 
many  others. 

Either   we  are  heading  toward  a 


more  religious  emphasis  or  we  are 
heading  toward  death.  If  we  can  get 
past  war  and  death  and  emerge  into 
the  more  abundant  life  which  has 
been  promised  us,  then  those  who 
helped  lead  us  there  will  be  rated  as 
the  outstanding  and  appreciated 
servants  of  our  limes. 


T\  good  while  ago,  during  the  hot- 
test days  of  our  fighting  with  Ger- 
many, Henry  Morgenthau  conceived 
the  idea  that  when  victory  had  been 
achieved  we  should  reduce  Germany 
at  once  to  agricultural  status  and 
keep  her  that  way  henceforth. 

President  Roosevelt  accepted  the 
plan  and  in  a  hurried  conference  got 
it  agreed  upon  also  by  Winston 
Churchill.  Presently  it  became  the 
order  of  the  reconstruction. 

Accordingly,  when  the  war  ended, 
the  dismantling  of  Germany  facto- 
ries became  the  practice.  Shortly  we 
had  dismantled  750  manufacturing 
plants;  we  are  still  at  it. 

The  German  people  were  thrown 
out  of  work  and  a  second  plan  had  to 
be  set  up  to  feed  them.  This  one  was 
called  the  Marshall  Plan  and  it  was 
to  cost  us  some  six  billions  in  the 
initial  investments.  It  will  continue 
to  cost  us  in  those  proportions  as 
long  as  we  enforce  idleness  among 
the  German  people  —  there  are  far 
too  many  of  them  to  be  absorbed  in 
agricultural  enterprises  in  a  small 
country  like  Germany. 

We  did  decide  to  let  a  few  factories 
continue  to  operate.  For  instance, 
there  was  one  that  could  manufac- 
ture synthetic  fuel.  Germany  needed 
that  badly.  A  bombed  factory  was 
put  in  order  at  a  cost  of  some  mil- 
lions of  dollars  and  several  thousand 
people  returned  happily  to  work. 

Just  as  the  factory  got  into  good 
running  gear,  however,  there  came 
an  order  that  it  too  should  be  dis- 
mantled; the  money  for  its  condi- 
tioning was  wasted;  the  disheartened 
and  idled  workers  again  depended 
upon  the  Marshall  Plan  for  support 
and  food. 

That  does  not  make  good  sense  to 
many  of  the  people  of  the  world. 

Retaliation  is  neither  good  Chris- 
tianity nor  good  economics. 


Vyara    school    children    doing    banking   work   with 

Headmaster  Maganlal  Mangaldas  and  Missionary 

Lillian   Grisso 
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Vyara    Chris- 
tian     Co-opera- 
tive   Credit    So- 
ciety 


ACTUATED  by  the  old-time 
spirit  of  Brethren  service, 
the  early  missionaries 
tried  to  include  in  their  gospel 
ministry  a  service  to  India's  eco- 
nomically down-trodden.  Mis- 
sionaries and  Indian  church 
leaders  have  tried,  by  applying 
the  full  gospel,  to  help  solve 
these  problems. 

1.  Poor  health  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  poverty,  even  as  pov- 
erty is  also  a  cause  of  poor 
health.  And  among  the  causes 
of  poor  health  are:  insufficient 
food  and  undernourishment; 
amoeba  and  hookworm;  the  ma- 
larial mosquito;  T.B.,  causing 
five  times  more  deaths  than  in 
the  U.S.A.;  the  tropical  ulcer; 
and    the    clinging    hangover    of 


superstitions  which  are  supposed 
to  cure  disease.  An  alarmingly 
high  percentage  of  rural  India's 
population  spends  many  days 
annually  on  the  sickbed,  and 
often  at  the  farmer's  busiest 
season. 

Health  of  body  as  a  sound  eco- 
nomic principle  has  been  empha- 
sized along  with  mental  and  spir- 
itual health.  Health  and  medical 
instruction  and  service  have 
been  among  Christ's  instruments 
at  work  here.  Prophylactic  and 
preventive  medicines  are  being 
taken  by  the  more  enlightened 
Christians.  Prayer  is  requested 
by  Christian  schoolteachers, 
evangelists,  ministers  or  elders 
according  to  James. 

Influenced  by  the  patterns  of 


Christian  institutions,  the  Indian 
government  has  been  putting  an 
increasing  emphasis  upon  health 
in  her  schools. 

2.  The  caste  system  has  made 
it  difficult  for  the  Christian  to 
engage  in  an  occupation  of  an 
orthodox  caste.  But  the  correct- 
ing effect  of  Christian  and,  later, 
of  Gandhian  influence  upon  caste 
has  been  tremendous.  Our 
Brethren's  training  college  and 
schools  and  hospitals  and  wor- 
ship centers  have  always  been 
open  to  all  castes. 

Prime  Minister  Jawaharlal 
Nehru's  present  counsellor  in  In- 
dia's economic  problems,  Dr. 
John  Matthai,  a  Christian,  is 
also  concerned  about  the  poverty 
of  most  of  India's  Christians. 
K.  T.  Paul  and  other  Indian 
Christian  leaders  of  great  ability 
in  the  economic  field  have  also 
risen  to  high  governmental  po- 
sitions in  India.  It  is  heartening 
that  the  Christian  church  is  to 
have  the  co-operation  of  India's 
new  constitution  in  counteract- 
ing the  evils  of  caste.  But  most 
of  our  Indian  Brethren  will  have 
to  continue  for  some  time  to  en- 
dure economic  hardships  result- 
ing from  a  die-hard  caste  men- 
tality. 
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3.  Liquor  as  a  synonym  for 
medicine  is  still  a  household 
word  in  many  Indian  villages. 
But' through  Bible  teaching,  the 
home,  the  day  school,  the  pul- 
pit and  the  press,  and  abstinence 
organizations,  constant  educa- 
tion against  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages  as  a  drink  is  being 
given.  The  more  enlightened 
Christians  have  realized  that  the 
liquor  problem  also  makes  for 
grave  economic  problems.  The 
futility  of  using  cash  or  crops 
to  pay  off  the  daily,  monthly  or 
quarterly  liquor  bill  is  more  and 
more  obvious.  Strong  drink's 
economic  fetter  had  bound  my 
Indian  farmer  neighbor,  "No  use 
trying  to  improve,"  he  would 
say.  But  he  decided  to  follow 
Christ  more  closely.  He  over- 
came the  drink  habit.  He  is 
now,  by  Christ's  help,  leading 
others  out  of  liquor  bondage. 
The  new  government  of  India  is 
taking  steps  to  bring  about  pro- 
hibition. 

4.  Display  and  extravagance 
at  feasts  and  marriages  have 
been  an  economic  drain  upon 
first-generation  Christians. 

Pastors,  evangelists  and  dea- 
cons in  the  various  congrega- 
tions are  now  co-operating  to 
require  inexpensive  Christian 
weddings.  The  dowry  price 
has,  by  church  action,  been  de- 
creased. More  Christians  are 
coming  forward  to  be  married 
in  a  colorful,  simple,  quiet  way, 
soundly  financed.  The  money 
thus  saved  contribute  toward  in- 
vestment in  essential  home 
equipment. 

5.  A  careful  and  reverent 
handling  of  money  is  regarded 
as  a  feature  of  Christian  char- 
acter education.  The  child  is 
taught  that  each  coin  symbolizes 
a  great  partnership  of  three  per- 
sons: self,  neighbor  and  God. 
When  the  boarding  pupil,  for  ex- 
ample, is  allowed  pocket  money 
for  work  done,  he  can  purchase 
books,  stationery,  etc.,  and  thus 
become  acquainted  with  a  cor- 
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rect  use  of  money.  Upon  his 
return  from  home  after  each  va- 
cation the  money  which  the  pu- 
pil has  brought  is  deposited  with 
the  banker  (generally  a  teacher) 
in  the  school  bank.  On,  say, 
Friday  afternoon  each  pupil  may 
draw  out  the  equivalent  of  one 
or  more  cents  for  week-end  nec- 
essary expenditures,  including 
the  Sunday  offering.  With  each 
transaction  the  pupil  is  to  un- 
derstand what  his  balance  is. 

In  some  boarding  schools  the 
six  or  seven  pupils  in  each  cot- 
tage do  their  own  buying  and 
cooking  of  food  from  the  com- 
mon school  supply  store  or  from 
the  outside  market.  Each  pupil 
draws  upon  his  monthly  scholar- 
ship, or  amount  received  from 
home,  to  put  into  the  cottage 
group's  pocketbook.  Each  takes 
his  turn  as  manager  or  secretary- 
treasurer  for  a  month  at  a  time. 
A  housemaster,  or  housefather 
has  general  oversight. 

In  their  early  teens,  and  later, 
the  pupils  and  students  engage 
in  co-operative  farming  and  co- 
operative gardening  in  relation 
to  their  other  studies  and  in  re- 
lation to  life.    They  learn  by  ex- 
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The  captions  under  the  pictures  read,  top: 
"Debt  means  passing  your  days  in  slav- 
ery"; bottom:    "You  can  destroy  the  demon 

of  debt" 
The    smaller    print    says:     "Present    your 
request    for   government    relief   act   on   in- 
debtedness by  Sept.  29.  1949" 


perience  in  their  plots  and  fields 
the  value  of  co-operative  buying 
of  seeds,  water,  etc.,  and  also  of 
co-operative  selling. 

6.  Our  Indian  Brethren  need 
credit  and  land.  The  old  custom 
of  borrowing  from  the  money- 
lender, paying  a  high  rate  of  in- 
terest and  giving  a  devastating 
mortgage  on  whatever  property 
the  borrower  may  possess  is  still 
too  commonly  practised. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Commis- 
sion, through  the  years,  has  main- 
tained a  Land  Investment  Fund 
from  which  money  has  been  lent 
to  worthy  Christian  families  to 
purchase  land.  Having  repaid 
the  amount  by  not  more  than  ten 
yearly  installments,  the  pur- 
chaser obtains  the  title  to  the 
land.  There  is  not  much  in  this 
fund  at  present. 

In  addition  to  this,  indigenous 
Christian  co-operative  credit  so- 
cieties have  been  formed.  Where 
carefully  managed,  these  have 
continued  to  serve  commend- 
ably.  Where  ten,  and  up  to  forty 
or  more,  persons  feel  the  need 
of  financial  help,  and  possess  a 
genuine  desire  to  co  -  operate, 
they  have  organized  such  a  so- 
ciety. The  government,  having 
approved  these  several  societies, 
registered  them  and  inspect 
them  periodically. 

The  charter  members  of  these 
resource  co-operative  credit  so- 
cieties began  by  paying  into  the 
new  society  their  individual  sav- 
ings, and  buying  shares,  and  by 
borrowing  for  the  society  from  a 
central  bank,  or  from  the  mis- 
sion. They  then  had  enough  cap- 
ital from  which  to  make  loans  to 
each  other.  Each  member  is  en- 
couraged to  deposit  savings  pe- 
riodically and  to  try  to  get  out 
of  debt.  Members  of  such  a  so- 
ciety know  each  other  and,  nec- 
essarily, become  mutually  re- 
sponsible for  the  success  or  fail- 
ure of  the  society.  The  manag- 
ing committee,  elected  at  the  so- 
ciety's annual  meetings,  have  to 
see  that  loans  made  to  its  mem- 
bers at  a  moderate  rate  of  inter- 
est are  returned  in  periodical  in- 


Vocational  Training  College  Anniversary 


THE  Vocational  Training  Col- 
lege was  founded  at  Ank- 
lesvar  in  1924  by  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Mission.  On 
June  6,  1924,  the  opening  cere- 
mony for  the  first  building  was 
performed.  Along  with  the  col- 
lege building  there  was  a  line 
containing  five  rooms  for  hos- 
tel boys.  In  1928  the  main  two- 
story  building,  Rhodes  Memo- 
rial, was  added.  In  1940  two 
one-story  buildings  for  the  pri- 
mary school  were  added.  They 
are  also  called  the  Rhodes  Me- 
morial. They  constantly  remind 
us  of  the  love  and  generosity  of 
the  Rhodes  family  for  the  young 
people  of  India.  In  1946  two 
buildings,  one  for  training  col- 
lege students  and  the  other  for 
a  dining  kitchen  room  were  add- 
ed by  the  generous  contribution 
of  Sir  Sasoon  David  Trust  Fund, 
Bombay.  The  total  plant  com- 
prises one  main  building,  two 
primary  school  buildings,  one 
manual  arts  building  and  eight 
hostel  buildings.  The  student 
body  has  grown  from  24  to  210 
in  the  primary  school  and  from 
14  to  42  in  the  teachers'  training 
college  up  to  1949. 

General  Purpose  of  the  Col- 
lege: The  general  purpose  of  the 
college  is  to  prepare  men  for 
rural  life  and  leadership,  to  offer 
an  education  as  far  as  possible 


P.  G.  Bhagat 

Anklesvar,  India 


in  full  sympathy  with  the  high- 
est ideals  of  service  for  rural 
India  and  to  provide  an  opportu- 
nity for  young  men  of  limited 
means  to  earn  a  part  of  their 
school  expense.  Character  de- 
velopment through  student-self- 
help  and  rural  service  are  the 
concrete  goals. 

Courses  of  Study:  Three  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  courses  are  being 
taught:  (1)  Primary  Teacher's 
Certificate  Course.  A  full  basic 
training  college  course  spread 
over  two  years,  prescribed  by 
the  Government  Educational  De- 
partment, is  taught.  (2)  Prac- 
ticing School:  school  is  consid- 
ered as  a  basic  primary  school. 
The  basic  craft  is  agriculture 
which  is  being  taught  from  first 
to  seventh  standard.  (3)  Tech- 
nical School:  A  three  -  year 
course  in  woodcraft. 

Spiritual  Emphasis:  The  mot- 
to of  the  Vocational  Training 
College,  "The  glory  of  God  and 
service  of  mankind,"  is  always 
kept  before  the  eyes.  Frank 
effort  has  been  made  throughout 
the  years  to  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  students  through  daily 
morning  worship,  religious  in- 
structions   daily,    Sunday-school 


stallments.  The  money  bor- 
rowed must  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  requested, 
with  the  signature  of  two  sure- 
ties. 

During  its  last  seven  years, 
the  Vyara  Christian  Co-opera- 
tive Credit  Society  has  made  120 
loans  to  its  approximately  sixty 
members:  Most  of  them  were 
to  help  establish  homes. 

Accustomed  to  class  divisions, 
co  -  operation  "across  the  class 
line"  has  been  awkward.  And, 
yet,    when    Christ's    spirit    per- 


vades the  group,  a  co-operative 
mind  develops.  An  inspector  vis- 
iting our  Vyara  C.  C.  Society  re- 
marked: "These  men  know  how 
to  work  together." 

7.  For  twenty-five  years  our 
Brethren  Vocational  and  Teach- 
er Training  College  at  Anklesvar 
has  been  training  prospective 
farmers,  carpenters  and  rural 
primary  teachers  to  think 
through  and  apply  themselves 
with  head,  heart  and  hand  to 
these  and  other  common  rural 
economic  problems. 


lessons  and  Sunday  morning  and 
evening  services.  Not  only  this 
but  there  are  opportunities  in 
and  outside  the  classroom,  in  the 
field,  in  the  carpentry  shop  and 
on  the  playground  for  students 
to  grow  in  real  Christian  life. 
During  the  last  twenty-five  years 
many  young  people  have  chosen 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior. 
Some  of  them  are  very  good 
Christians  and  very  efficient 
workers  and  leaders  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  in  India. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  give 
practice  to  training  college  stu- 
dents to  conduct  Sunday-school 
classes  in  the  college  as  well  as 
in  the  village.  A  week  of  witness 
is  being  observed  each  year  and 
practically  all  the  students  and 
the  staff  members  take  active 
part  in  evangelistic  campaign.  A 
singing  band  is  playing  a  good 
part  in  evangelistic  efforts.  Gos- 
pels, scripture  portions  and 
tracts  are  being  sold  by  the  stu- 
dents every  year. 

Total  Students  Studied  in  the 
College:  In  1941  the  name  of 
the  Vocational  School  was 
changed  to  Vocational  Training 
College.  The  second-year  course 
was  introduced  the  same  year. 
During  the  last  twenty  -  five 
years,  161  students  have  taken 
first-year  courses  and  244  have 
taken  second-year  courses.  The 
final  examination  of  the  training 
college  is  called  the  Primary 
Teacher  Certificate  Examina- 
tion. There  were  1,717  pupils 
who  received  primary  education 
in  our  practicing  school,  out  of 
which  504  were  eligible  to  take 
the  final  examination  which  is 
called  the  Primary  School  Leav- 
ing Certificate  Examination.  The 
number  of  students  who  were 
able  to  take  the  woodcraft  ex- 
amination were  601  the  first 
year,  204  the  second  year  and  63 
the  third  year. 
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Sources  of  Income:  From  the 
very  beginning  the  financial  help 
was  given  by  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Commission.  The  college 
staff  and  the  students  deeply  ap- 
preciate it.  The  other  sources  of 
income  are  government  grants, 
student  fees,  carpentry  shop  and 
the  agricultural  products  which 
altogether  come  to  approximate- 
ly one  third  of  the  total  budget 
of  the  Vocational  Training  Col- 
lege. 

It  is  our  hope  that  more  finan- 
cial help  will  be  provided  for 
the  expansion  of  the  college  in 
the  future. 

Staff  and  Principals:  There  is 
a  staff  of  four  full-time  and  three 
part-time  teachers  in  the  train- 


ing college,  seven  teachers  in  the 
primary  school  and  two  teachers 
in  the  technical  school.  The 
teachers  are  trained  and  well 
qualified. 

Future  Needs:  A  growing  in- 
stitution needs  many  things.  I 
would  like  to  mention  some  of 
them  in  brief.  There  are  not 
adequate  and  decent  living  quar- 
ters for  the  staff  members.  Oth- 
er buildings  which  should  be 
provided  in  the  near  future  are 
an  assembly  hall,  more  class- 
rooms and  boarding  rooms. 

The  trustees  of  the  Sir  Dorab- 
ji  Tata  Trust,  the  trustees  of  the 
Sir  Sasoon  David  Trust  Fund, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhodes  and  daugh- 
ter Nora  and  friends  have  been 


generous  in  their  gifts  to  the  col- 
lege. Others  who  are  interested 
in  this  college  are  invited  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Brotherhood  Board 
that  it  might  continue  to  expand 
and  improve  its  program  of 
training  young  people  for  leader- 
ship in  rural  India. 

The  college  has  served  not 
only  our  church,  but  almost  all 
the  churches  and  the  missions 
working  in  Gujarat.  It  celebrat- 
ed its  twenty-fifth  anniversary, 
Silver  Jubilee,  Dec.  6-11,  1949. 
The  Honorable  Balasaheb  Kehr, 
Premier  of  the  Bombay  Govern- 
ment, opened  the  celebration. 

The  college  will  always  seek  to 
serve  the  church  and  rural  India.- 
Remember  it  in  your  prayers. 


1949,  a  Significant  Year  in  India 


AS  1949  began  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  group  in  In- 
dia were  not  only  the  usual 
ones  for  another  year  of  service, 
but  also  for  the  long-delayed 
visit  of  the  deputation  from  the 
home  church.  As  the  year  closes, 
we  look  back  on  the  blessings 
of  God  through  experiences  of 
joy  and  struggle  and  sorrow — a 
year  of  growth  in  many  ways. 

Eva  and  Spenser  Minnich,  our 
newest  arrivals,  paid  a  flying  vis- 
it to  most  of  the  mission  stations 
during  January,  before  settling 
down  to  the  treasurer's  work  in 
Bombay.  They  immediately 
seemed  to  feel  at  home,  and  wel- 
comed to  their  apartment  in 
Bombay  both  missionaries  and 
Indian  Christians.  Mrs.  Mary 
Blickenstaff  had  continued  main- 
taining this  apartment  as  a  guest 
place  for  traveling  missionaries 
until  the  Minnichs  could  come 
and  take  over.  She  then  left  for 
the  U.S.A. 

The  coming  of  the  deputation 
in  late  January  was  the  event 
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Rachel  Zigler 

Bulsar,  India 


around  which  programs  for  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year 
had  been  planned.  The  coming 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  S. 
Brubaker  proved  an  inspiration 
and  blessing  to  the  church  and 
to  the  missionaries.  Many  times 
it  was  mentioned  that  the  wom- 
en accompanying  the  deputation 
this  time  were  able  to  make  a 
unique  contribution. 

The  departure  of  the  Bloughs 
in  April  and  Miss  Sadie  Miller 
in  November  marked  the  end  of 
forty-six  years  of  service  in  In- 
dia. They  received  many  evi- 
dences of  the  affection  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  Indian  church 
in  the  farewell  meetings  held  for 
them.  Dr.  A.  Raymond  and  Dr. 
Laura  Cottrell  retired  in  Decem- 
ber after  thirty-six  years  of  serv- 
ice at  Bulsar.  The  Indian  com- 
munity and  the  missionaries 
alike  feel  that  the  going  of  these 
senior  missionaries  leaves  a  va- 


cancy which  will  be  difficult  to 
fill. 

The  first  women's  work  or- 
ganization in  the  First  District 
(Gujarat)  was  formed  under  the 
inspiration  of  Mrs.  Bowman  and 
Mrs.  Brubaker  at  the  women's 
institute  at  Anklesvar  in  March. 
Officers  elected  were:  president, 
Mrs.  N.  V.  Solanky;  vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Dhirajbai  D.  Simon; 
secretary,  Mrs.  Elizabethbai  C. 
Gershom;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Ratan- 
bai  V.  Hiradar.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  will  mark  the  beginning  of 
a  larger  participation  of  women 
in  the  total  church  program.  , 

To  make  possible  a  new  hos- 
pital for  Vyara  and  surrounding 
territory,  an  able  Parsi  friend, 
Mr.  R.  K.  Dabu,  offered  to  give 
money  for  hospital  buildings  at 
Vyara  if  the  mission  would  agree 
to  maintain  and  staff  it.  Hospital 
facilities  have  been  a  recognized 
need  of  the  Christian  people  and 
the  entire  community  at  this 
place  for  many  years.  Plans 
were  carried  forward  to  arrange 
for  the  acceptance  of  this  offer. 

Temperance  work  is  progress- 


ing  in  both  Christian  and  non- 
Christian  circles  of  India.  The 
Gujarat  W.C.T.U.,  of  which  our 
Vyara  W.C.T.U.  is  the  year's 
banner  union,  was  recognized  as 
the  best  regional  union  at  the 
All-India  Convention,  and  are 
therefore  the  present  custodians 
of  the  award,  the  Helen  Maidas 
cup.  Helen  Maidas  was  a  sister 
of  the  wife  of  the  present  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay  Province,  and  the 
cup  was  given  in  her  memory. 
She  was  an  ardent  temperance 
worker  and  at  her  death  a  few 
years  ago  left  a  substantial 
legacy  to  the  All-India  W.C.T.U., 
provided  that  within  five  years 
the  W.C.T.U.  would  duplicate 
the  amount.  In  addition  to  ag- 
gressive work  in  education,  the 
W.C.T.U.  is  now  striving  to  raise 
this  sum  of  money,  after  which 
the  total  amount  will  be  avail- 
able for  training  temperance 
fieldworkers. 

Laura  Sewell  and  Olive  Wise, 
having  completed  their  first  year 
in  India,  were  assigned  part-time 
work  as  they  continued  language 
study,  Laura  among  the  women 
of  Anklesvar  district,  beginning 
in  April,  and  Olive  at  the  Bulsar 
hospital  from  July  1.  Olive 
moved  into  her  new  apartment 
in  the  White  Line  at  Bulsar  in 
October.  The  girls  both  passed 
their  first  year  language  exami- 
nations during  the  year,  Laura 
in  March  and  Olive  in  Novem- 
ber. 

New  evangelistic  opportuni- 
ties opened  up  during  the  year, 
notably    in    the    old    Raj    Pipla 


State  area  and  surrounding  ter- 
ritory. In  this  section  Sagbara 
State  is  an  awakening  area  of 
interest  and  inquiry.  Anna 
Warstler  is  finding  her  jeep  of 
great  value  in  helping  her  and 
other  workers  to  reach  these  dis- 
tant places  where  there  is  hun- 
ger for  the  gospel,  and  William 
Kinzie  finds  his  horse  able  to 
cover  roads  otherwise  impass- 
able. Several  other  areas  near 
Bulsar  which  under  native  rul- 
ers had  been  closed  to  gospel 
preaching  have  come  into  the 
Indian  union,  which  did  away 
with  these  prohibitions.  Evan- 
gelistic groups  went  into  this  ter- 
ritory (formerly  Bansda  and 
Dharampur  states)  for  the  first 
time  during  1949  and  received 
an  eager  hearing. 

The  Bollinger  and  Dr.  Blick- 
staff  families  returned  from  fur- 
lough and  Verna  Blickenstaff 
left  for  furlough  during  the  year. 
Margaret  Brooks  left  in  April 
with  the  Bloughs  to  enter  col- 
lege in  America.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Cunningham  and  Larry  and 
Joycelyn  arrived  from  China  in 
July  and  will  serve  at  least  one 
term  in  India.  They  began  Gu- 
jarati  language  study  and  work 
in  the  Bulsar  hospital  as  a  wel- 
come and  much  needed  addition 
to  the  staff. 

The  mission  family  had  re- 
joiced to  hear  of  the  birth  of 
Stanley  Ellis  Blickenstaff  at 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  on  April 
1,  and  welcomed  him  to  India 
with  his  parents  in  August.  But 
after  only  one  month,  they  were 
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saddened  by  his  passing,  Aug.  26, 
at  Bulsar.  His  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Bulsar  cemetery  be- 
side others  of  the  mission  family. 

David  Lee  Carter  was  born  in 
the  Bulsar  Hospital  on  Sept.  16 
and  after  about  two  weeks  went 
home  with  his  parents  and  older 
brother,  Elvin,  to  Jalalpor, 
where  he  seems  to  be  adding  to 
the  joys  of  that  station. 

Two  new  motors  were  pur- 
chased late  in  1949  by  the  mis- 
sion, one  for  Jalalpor  Station  and 
one  for  Vyara.  The  program 
calls  for  two  more  early  in  1950, 
for  Dahanu  and  Ahwa,  so  that 
our  missionaries  may  serve  their 
areas  in  a  better  way. 

So  1949  ended  and  we  began 
a  new  year,  sure,  in  the  goodness 
of  our  Father,  to  hold  for  us  new 
opportunities  to  serve  Him  bet- 
ter, to  bring  glory  to  His  cause. 


A  Vocabulary  Test 

Ruth  F.  Brooks 

Vyara,   India 

Test  yourself  on  these  words  which 
relate  to  India.  See  answers  on  page 
23.  For  an  American  reader  five  cor- 
rect answers  is  very  good. 

1.  Gujarati:     a.  A    tribe    in   India — 

b.  A  peppery  food —  c.  A  lan- 
guage—   d.  Name  of  a  tree — 

2.  Vernacular:  a.  A  prevalent  dis- 
ease—  b.  A  vehicle  in  which  to 
ride —  c.  A  season  of  the  year —  d. 
Related  to  the  language  of  a  people — 

3.  Muslim:  a.  A  kind  of  cloth —  b. 
Someone  of  a  religious  sect —  c.  A 
kind  of  Persian  rug —  d.  A  breed  of 
cattle — 

4.  Pakistan:  a.  A  religious  cere- 
mony—  b.  Name  of  a  new  nation — 

c.  A  medicine —  d.  A  phase  of  lep- 
rosy— 

5.  Laubach:  a.  Prime  Minister  of 
India —  b.  Ambassador  to  Russia 
from  India —  c.  Leader  of  adult 
literacy —  d.  Famous  missionary 
surgeon — 

6.  Premchand  Bhagat:  a.  A  location 
in  Asia —  b.  An  Oriental  scent —  c. 
A  Christian  minister  going  to  Amer- 
ica—  d.  Name  of  a  new  book — 

7.  Bhajans:     a.  Something   to    eat — 

b.  A  manner  of  singing  in  worship — 

c.  A  folk  dance —  d.  A  railway 
coach — 
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GOD  AT  WORK! 
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God's  Continuing  Presence 

Gersom  Jivanji 

Anklesvar,  India 

I  worked  in  the  Bulsar  electric 
plant  for  nine  years.  I  drew  good 
pay  and  enjoyed  life,  but  I 
lacked  perfect  peace  in  my  heart. 

In  reading  his  Word,  the  Lord 
gave  me  this  promise,  "Go  ye — 
I  am  with  you  always."  I  was 
convinced  that  to  get  perfect 
peace  and  joy  I  must  do  what  he 
told  me  to  do.  I  got  some  help 
from  revival  meetings,  but  not 
what  I  needed. 

At  last,  in  spite  of  hard  times 
and  a  little  scholarship  in  the 
seminary,  my  wife,  Elizabeth, 
and  I  left  the  powerhouse  in 
Bulsar  and  joined  God's  power- 
house. We  entered  the  seminary 
for  a  four-year  course. 

We  have  had  heart  warming 
experiences  of  the  promise  of  His 
presence  as  in  the  verse  of  Matt. 
28:20,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
ways." 

One  Sunday  morning  we  had 
not  a  single  pie  (one  sixth  of  a 
cent)  to  give  in  the  offering.  I 
could  not  keep  my  eyes  from 
misting  at  the  thought.  I  prayed 
a  bit — and  then  I  recalled  a  post- 
age stamp  in  my  pocket  testa- 


12 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


ment.  I  gave  that  stamp  to  the 
Lord.  I  can  never  forget  that 
Sunday. 

One  Christmas  we  had  no 
coins  to  make  frocks  for  our 
daughters.  We  prayed  to  .  the 
Lord  and  told  him  our  needs.  A 
week  before  Christmas  Day  we 
received  a  gift  which  more  than 
covered  our  needs.  Glory  to  Him 
for  He  is  with  us  always. 

After  finishing  the  four  years 
at  the  seminary  we  were  placed 
in  the  village  of  Mor  -  Talou, 
where  a  village  church  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Anklesvar  District. 
That  year  the  Lord  called  my 
mother,  my  elder  sister  and  my 
younger  brother  to  eternal  peace 
in  three  months.  This  tested  me 
sorely.  If  I  had  not  had  this 
promise,  "Go  ye — I  am  with  you 
always,"  I  would  have  fainted  in 
the  way.  Now  I  praise  Him  for 
He  is  an  all-sufficient  Savior.  I 
want  to  press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Pray  for 
us  and  the  work. 


My  Experience  of  the  Lord 
in  His  Service 

Damodarbhai  P.  Rajvadi 

Anklesvar,  India 

I  am  not  worthy  that  God 
should  abide  with  me  and  give 
me  help.  I  feel  like  an  empty 
vessel,  but  I  have  given  myself 
entirely  into  his  almighty  hand. 

God  has  laid  firm  hold  on  me 
in  two  matters: 

Firstly,  in  reading  his  Word. 
Since  1945  I  have  read  the  Bible 
completely  through  thirteen 
times.  He  gave  me  a  hunger  for 
his  Word  and  by  reading  it,  I 
gain  light  and  strength. 

Secondly,  in  prayer.  In  often 
seeking  his  presence  I  am  stirred 
and  given  inspiration. 

In  my  weakness  and  ignorance 
God  has  given  me  the  experi- 


ence of  his  unending  mercy,  love 
and  invincible  power.  I  want  to 
testify  to  a  few  of  them. 

In  1921  I  was  given  charge  of 
the  work  in  a  fishing  village 
named  Bhat.  In  order  that  God 
might  work  mightily  I  pled  in 
prayer  for  the  people.  God  heard 
and  added  nineteen  men  and 
several  women  to  the  church. 
Some  of  these  fell  away  during 
the  persecution  of  1927  when 
they  were  denied  water  from  the 
village  well  and  commodities 
from  the  local  shop,  but  others 
stood  steady.  Of  those  who 
withstood  persecution,  Lallubhai 
Poonaji  is  a  shining  example  of 
one  specially  called.  He  has  been 
on  the  Vocational  Training  Col- 
lege staff  but  felt  called  to 
preach  and  teach  the  great 
things  of  God  among  his  people 
of  Bhat.  He  is  doing  effective 
work.   Praise  his  name! 

In  1945  I  fell  very  ill  with 
diabetes.  The  mission  sent  me 
to  Bulsar  hospital.  I  was  very 
discouraged.  God  showed  me  his 
love  and  mercy  through  the  lov- 
ing service  and  encouraging 
words  of  the  mission  doctor  and 
staff  there.  After  four  months 
I  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital 
and  return  to  my  home. 

When  I  began  work  again  I 
was  very  weak.  By  reading  my 
Bible,  I  realized  that  Jesus 
through  three  years  had  done 
many  wonderful  works  and  that 
he  wanted  to  do  such  today. 
Heb.  13:8  "God,  heal  me  today 
and  I  shall  become  your  wit- 
ness." In  answer  to  this  prayer, 
God  gave  victory  over  diabetes. 
Before  this,  I  was  unable  to 
walk  on  one  foot  or  to  use  my 
hand  to  write.  He  healed  me. 
Of  this  I  witness  to  Christians 
and  non-Christians.  Praise  his 
name. 

In  1947  I  was  called  as  a  pastor. 
Having  faith  in  God  I  accepted 
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the  position  in  his  holy  name 
and  came  to  Anklesvar.  On  June 
22  we  were  installed  into  the 
pastorship.  From  that  day,  the 
burden  of  the  church  has  been 
upon  me.  Standing  in  the  pres- 
ence of  God,  I  pled  that  he  would 
give  me  messages  according  to 
the  need  of  the  church.  I  prayed 
earnestly  and  kept  reading  his 
promises. 

I  use  these  two  helps  in  ser- 
mon preparation  —  the  continu- 
ous reading  of  the  scriptures  and 
prayer.  I  choose  the  text  with 
prayer.  Then  I  pray  according 
to  2  Chron.  14:11  and  offer  my- 
self as  a  laborer  in  the  harvest, 
Matt.  9:37,  38.  Remaining  at  His 
feet,  I  study  and  note  down  the 
leading  he  gives.  At  last,  he 
gives  such  a 'full  message  that  I 
cannot  complete  it,  for  God  nev- 
er gives  by  measure  but  out  of 
his  abundance.  Never  once  has 
he  failed  to  give  me  the  mes- 
sage. I  experience  great  weak- 
ness, but  as  I  speak,  power,  cour- 
age and  inspiration  come  to  me. 
Very  often  I  feel  stronger  after 
finishing  the  message  than  I  did 
before.   His  be  the  praise! 

On  Aug.  9  of  last  year  I 
walked  between  four  and  five 
miles  to  meet  the  Brethren  in 
Bacrole.  On  the  trip  both  going 
and  coming  I  felt  quite  strong. 
But  that  night  I  took  down  with 
a  sudden  cold  and  cough  and 
fever.  On  Aug.  14  I  had  to  give 
the  message.  I  did  not  like  to 
put  the  burden  of  the  Sunday's 
message  on  any  one  at  that  late 
date.  So  I  prayed  especially  for 
the  removal  of  my  illness,  and 
for  the  message.  When  I  awak- 
ened that  morning  my  pain  was 
gone.  Even  though  I  was  weak 
in  body  I  began  the  message  and 
finished  with  full  power  from 
God.   Praise  Him! 

These  are  only  a  few  of  His 
wonderful  mercies  to  me. 


Gershom     and 
his    wife,    Eliza- 
beth,   and   their 
daughters 
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Joy  in  Telling  Others 
of  Christ 

T.  B.  Jerome 

Bulsar,  India 

India  is  a  caste  country  and 
full  of  gods  which  the  people 
worship.  In  their  ignorance  they 
do  not  know  that  they  dishonor 
the  almighty  God. 

During  most  of  my  life,  my 
work  has  been  that  of  an  evan- 
gelist, telling  the  people  about 
the  Savior  of  mankind.  It  has 
been  a  wonderful  experience  to 
be  a  pastor  to  many  village  peo- 
ple living  in  the  area  of  Jalalpor, 
Anklesvar,  Andada,  Vali,  and 
Bamanvel. 

It  is  good  to  recall  the  early 
days,  even  before  I  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  in  1927.  I  re- 
member back  in  1918  when  I  was 
an  evangelist  and  was  supervis- 
ing the  mission  schools  in  Jalal- 
por Taluka,  in  the  eastern  part. 
A  teacher,  Motilal  Ayta,  was 
working  in  a  school  and  I  was 
teaching  him  about  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ.  He  became  convinced 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only 
Savior  of  the  world,  therefore  he 
was  baptized  by  Elder  J.  B.  Em- 
mert  who  worked  at  Jalalpor. 
He  was  the  first  convert  from 
his  caste. 

During  the  last  several  years 
I  am  the  pastor  at  Bulsar,  and 
my  work  continues  the  same 
with  the  central  purpose  of  win- 
ning people  to  Christ  and  helping 
them  to  serve  him  more  fully. 


He  Got  His  Permit 

Chaganlal  V.  Raval 

Bamanvel,  India 

A  well-known  and  respected 
farmer  lives  in  our  village.  He 
was  helpful  in  every  way  in  our 
work  for  the  Lord,  but  he  him- 
self would  not  become  a  Chris- 
tian. Many  Christian  workers 
urged  him  to  accept  Christ  but 
to  no  avail,  and  they  gave  up 
hopes  for  him.  One  day  he  and 
I  went  together  to  the  kerosene 
ration  shop.  There,  right  before 
me,  the  government  agent  put 
out  of  the  shop  several  men  who 
had  come  to  purchase  without 
permits.  There  was  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  kerosene  could 
be  bought,  but  these  men  were 
put  out  because  of  not  having  a 
permit. 

On  the  way  home,  I  said, 
"Khushal  brother,  why  were 
those  men  put  out  of  the  shop?" 
"They  did  not  have  a  kerosene 
permit,"  he  replied.  I  said,  "That 
is  just  right.  So  it  is  with  going 
to  heaven.  If  you  do  not  have  the 
permit  to  enter  then  you  cannot 
go  in  and  you  will  be  put  out." 
I  explained  many  things  to  him 
from  my  Scriptures.  About  two 
months  later,  he  came  to  me  for 
that  "permit."  I  opened  the  way 
for  him,  through  baptism.  Now, 
filled  with  a  peace  and  joy  he  had 
not  known  before,  he  is  very  use- 
ful in  the  Lord's  service. 


JANUARY     28,     1950 
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The  Call  of  India 

to   Brethren  Youth 


Edmund  D.  Soper 

Leonard  Theological  College 
Jubbulpore,    India 


AUGUST  15,  1947,  marked  the 
ending  of  two  centuries  of 
British  rule  and  India  was  in- 
dependent. We  Americans  had  had 
a  similar  experience  of  just  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  years  before, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  achievement 
of  independence  had  as  much  mean- 
ing to  the  Americans  of  that  day 
as  this  very  recent  experience  has 
had  to  the  Indians. 

What  has  this  to  do  with  the  call 
of  India  to  Brethren  young  people? 
Much,  and  in  many  ways,  both  fa- 
vorable and  unfavorable.  The  Indian 
people  are  taking  deep  breaths  of 
the  fresh  and  vitalizing  air  of  free- 
dom and  being  exhilarated  by  it,  in 
fact  being  intoxicated  by  it.  They 
look  back  on  the  British  occupation 
of  more  than  two  hundred  years  as 
a  degrading  oppression,  so  much  so 
that  everything  the  British  did  was 
felt  to  have  been  wrong,  calculated 
to  keep  them  in  perpetual  bondage. 
Some  day  they  will  recognize  that 
India  is  greatly  and  permanently  in- 
debted to  Britain  for  many  splendid 
contributions  to  her  highest  good. 
But  that  is  in  the  future.  They  are 
free,  India  has  achieved  independ- 
ence, and  that  fact  makes  everything 
else  pale  into  insignificance. 

This  attitude  is  affecting  the  work 
of  the  Christian  missionary  and  the 
church  in  a  confusing  manner.  One 
effect,  temporarily  at  least,  is  to 
make  Christian  work  more  difficult. 
Everything  Indian  has  an  exagger- 
ated luster  and  shines  like  stars  of 
the  first  magnitude.  The  people,  par- 
ticularly the  leaders  and  the  patri- 
otic young  people,  are  more  proud 
than  they  have  ever  been  of  their 
historic  heritage.  They  glow  as  they 
talk  of  their  ancient  culture  and 
their  voluminous  literature,  exalted 
poetry,  magnificent  epics,  dramatic 
works,  and  many  books  of  profound 
philosophy.  And  at  no  place  does 
this  pride  show  itself  more  vigorous- 
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ly  than  in  respect  of  their  religion. 
Why  should  they  look  to  any  foreign 
land  for  what  they  already  have? 
These  old  faiths  have  come  out  of 
Indian  life  and  are  fitted  to  meet 
its  needs.  The  result  has  been  what 
some  of  their  writers  speak  of  as  a 
renaissance.  Islam  is  not  quite  in 
the  same  situation,  but  Hinduism,  the 
great  religion  of  the  Indian  people, 
is  proudly  asserting  its  claim  to  a 
new  and  more  enthusiastic  alle- 
giance. Hinduism  and  patriotism 
are  equated. 

Some  day  the  inevitable  sobering 
process  will  have  done  its  work  and 
those  who  now  feel  so  self  sufficient 
will  realize  that  India  is  not  so  well 
off  as  the  enthusiasts  now  declare. 
They  will  face  the  serious  moral  and 
religious  condition  which  every 
thoughtful  observer  already  detects 
on  every  hand.  Dishonesty  in  busi- 
ness, cheating  in  education,  favorit- 
ism and  bribery  in  politics  are  even 
now  causing  anxious  concern  in  the 
hearts  of  earnest  Indians,  both  with- 
in and  without  the  Christian  ranks. 
And  combined  with  this  is  the  alarm- 
ing growth  of  agnosticism  and  athe- 
ism among  university  students,  in- 
dicating that  among  a  growing  num- 
ber of  the  more  highly  educated  the 
old  religions  are  not  sufficient  to 
bear  the  strain.  Some  are  already 
asking  whether  there  is  enough  mor- 
al earnestness  and  spiritual  vigor  in 
the  old  faiths  to  give  them  hope  for 
the  future.  So  there  are  signs  that 
a  more  attentive  ear  will  be  given 
to  the  Christian  message  than  it  is 
possible  to  secure  in  many  places 
just  now.  Here  is  one  of  the  oppor- 
tunities for  which  Christians  have 
been   hoping   and   praying. 

So  it  behooves  Brethren  young 
people — and  those  in  other  churches 
as  well — to  ask  themselves  if  this 
is  not  the  kind  of  opportunity  for 
which  they  have  been  looking,  an 
opportunity  which  will  challenge  all 
the  ability,  all  the  training,  and  all 
the    consecration   which   they   have 
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and  can  ever  hope  to  acquire.  Here 
is  a  land  of  400,000,000  people,  as 
brilliant  and  eager  as  any  people  on 
earth.  They  propose  to  make  India 
the  most  important  country  in  the 
world,  actually  leading  the  rest  of 
the  world  in  intellectual  and  spirit- 
ual achievement.  But  they  are  a 
people  who  must  have  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  if  they  are  ever  to  reach 
any  goal  at  all  which  is  lasting  and 
worth  while. 

We  have  been  casting  our  eyes 
somewhat  toward  the  future — no  one 
can  do  anything  else  as  he  faces  the 
problem  in  India  today.  But  the 
immediate  present  has  its  pressing 
challenge  too.  There  are  millions 
of  people  in  the  villages  who  cannot 
enter  into  the  full  current  of  their 
nation's  life  because  of  abject  pover- 
ty, illiteracy,  and  the  consequent 
ignorance  and  superstition  which  lie 
like  a  pall  over  these  inarticulate 
masses.  So  the  call  sounds  loudly 
for  the  doctor  and  nurse  to  minister 
to  their  physical  needs  and  relieve 
the  appalling  suffering  and  stem  the 
ravages  of  disease  and  the  epidemics 
which  take  their  heavy  toll  of  life 
on  every  hand.  And  there  is  the 
call  for  the  schoolteacher  as  well 
as  the  evangelist  and  the  social 
worker,  the  farmer  and  the  exten- 
sion worker.  Here  is  an  open  field 
for  a  young  man  or  woman  who  is 
willing  to  take  a  long  breath  and 
consecrate  his  whole  life  to  a  service 
which  will  take  out  of  him  all  he 
has  and  will  drive  him  back  con- 
stantly to  his  spiritual  resources. 
And  there  is  ample  reward  in  the 
substantial  results  which  will  come 
in  transformed  lives,  a  changed 
countryside,  boys  and  girls  for 
whom  a  life  of  opportunity  has 
opened  up  almost  miraculously,  and 
men  and  women  with  new  light  in 
their  eyes,  "a  light  not  seen  on  sea 
or  land,"  coming  from  the  new  life 
of  hope  and  victory  within. 

This  business  of  being  a  mission- 
ary in  India  is  not  child's  play.  No 
one  would  want  to  minimize  the 
place  of  deep  emotion  in  the  heart 
of  a  young  person  who  is  thinking 


of  coming  to  India,  but  a  word  of 
caution  may  not  be  amiss.  There  is 
the  danger  of  sentimentalism,  a 
gushing  emotional  reaction  to  a  fer- 
vent appeal  to  meet  a  crying  need. 
Something  deeper  is  needed,  a  care- 
fully thought-out  purpose  which 
comes  of  intelligent  and  informed 
appraisal  of  what  such  a  life  work 
means.  It  must  be  a  purpose  which 
involves  making  all  necessary  prepa- 
ration for  a  lifetime  service  under 
conditions  far  different  from  any- 
thing in  America.  This  must  include 
a  sound  knowledge  of  what  our  own 
religion  means,  Biblically  and  his- 
torically. This  knowledge  should  be 
deep  enough  and  go  far  enough  and 
be  on  a  foundation  sufficiently  broad 
to  enable  the  young  missionary  to 
be  open-minded,  so  that  he  can  see 
and  appreciate  what  is  good  in  other 
religions  as  well  as  what  is  unworthy. 

Such  preparation  involves  a  pretty 
thoroughgoing  self-discipline  in 
physical  and  mental  self-control  and 
in  the  cultivation  of  habits  of  devo- 
tion and  the  use  of  the  means  of 
grace  such  as  Bible  study,  prayer 
and  meditation.  A  young  person 
will  find  that  India  is  different  from 
America,  and  at  no  other  place  will 
he  realize  this  more  than  in  the  mor- 
al and  religious  atmosphere.  The 
religions  of  India — I  refer  particu- 
larly to  Islam  and  Hinduism — have 
had  a  deadening  effect  on  the  moral 
and  religious  sensibilities  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  missionary  must  possess  an 
extra  supply  of  conviction  and  spir- 
itual buoyancy  to  be  able  not  only 
to  carry  himself  but  to  lift  and  bear 
the  burdens  of  others. 

But  I  must  close  on  another  note, 
one  which  resounds  in  my  own  heart 
and  which  I  would  like  to  sound  for 
any  young  reader  who  may  be  on 
the  alert  to  choose  a  lifework  of 
significance  and  of  consuming  and 
rewarding  interest.  For  any  such 
who  finds  within  himself  a  growing 
desire  to  serve  his  fellow  men  and 
his  Lord,  nothing  could  be  more 
challenging  in  this  glorious  and  dan- 
gerous day  of  change  and  opportuni- 
ty, than  to  hear  the  call  of  India, 
and  enter  into  the  high  privilege  of 
serving  her  people  at  the  point  of 
their  deepest  and  most  poignant 
need! 

About  Our  Contributors 

Chalmer  Shull — does  educational  and  evan- 
gelistic work.  Has  served  twenty-nine 
years  in  India. 

Harlan  J.  Brooks — does  evangelistic  work. 
Has  served  twenty-live  years  in  India. 

P.  G.  Bhagat — headmaster  of  the  Vocation- 
al Training  College. 

Rachel  Zigler — works  with  the  women  and 
girls.  Is  serving  her  second  term  in 
India. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 


Unto  All  Men 

Acts  8:4—11:  18 


It  hurts  to  grow 

Peter  and  the  other  disciples  had 
been  commissioned  by  Jesus  to  teach 
the  gospel  unto  all  men  as  far  as 
to  the  ends  of  the  world.  It  was 
hard  for  them  to  see  that  Jesus 
meant  also  those  who  were  not  Jews. 
It  is  painful  to  grow.  Our  parents 
used  to  speak  of  the  growing  pains 
of  children.  The  growing  pains  of 
the  mind  are  even  more  severe. 
When  we  grow,  we  must  cast  aside 
many  childish  notions.  That  hurts. 
God  is  no  respecter  of  racial  differ- 
ences 

Peter  saw  all  manner  of  animals 
in  a  sheet.  Some  of  them  were  un- 
clean; since  they  were  not  segre- 
gated they  had  made  the  others  un- 
clean. But  God  said  that  Peter  was 
to  slay  and  eat.  Peter  felt  con- 
strained to  talk  back  to  God.  He  was 
sure  that  the  traditions  which  had 
come    down    through    the     written 


books  were  more  sacred  than  the 
very  words  of  God  which  echoed  out 
of  heaven.  God  had  to  change  Peter's 
mind  about  that. 

God  makes  no  distinction  between 
the  colors  of  people  or  the  kind  of 
hair  they  have.  The  differences  he 
notices  are  inside  differences.  Most 
of  us  have  not  gotten  much  farther 
in  our  Christian  growth  than  Peter 
on  the  roof  top. 
Christianity  is  a  full  fellowship 

When  Peter  was  convinced  that 
God  loves  equally  all  people  who 
do  righteously,  he  was  ready  to 
preach  the  whole  gospel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  did  not  welcome  Gentiles 
into  any  kind  of  associate  fellowship 
or  second-class  citizenship.  He 
preached  to  them  the  full  gospel  and 
was  ready  to  receive  them  as  full 
brothers  into  the  church.  It  is  at 
this  point  that  many  Christians  are 
stumbling  and  faltering  in  this  day. 


VISUAL    HELPS 

India  Film 

SHEPHERD  OF  INDIA  (16  mm  sound  film  in  natural  color) 

A  picture  taken  in  India  by  our  missionaries.  It  portrays 
the  change  which  takes  place  when  superstition  and  illiteracy 
give  way  to  education  and  the  Christian  faith.  Manilal  is  the 
son  and  grandson  of  former  witch  doctors.  He  became  a  faith- 
ful witness  for  Christ  among  his  own  people. 

Time,  35  minutes.  Regular  rental,  $8.00;  rental  before 
March  1,  1950,  $6.00. 

India  Slides  (2x2  colored  pictures) 

STRIKING   CONTRASTS   AND   RELIGIONS  IN   INDIA 

Pictures  taken  by  Amsey  Bollinger.   True  to  the  title,  these 
pictures  show  that  India  is  a  land  of  many  contrasts.  35  slides. 
Rental,  $1.50. 
THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  BULSAR  AREA 

The  scenes  taken  in  and  about  Bulsar  by  Earl  Zigler  show 
various  lines  of  church  work.  The  pictures  make  the  places 
seem  real  and  familiar  to  those  who  look  at  them.  In  this 
manner  one  may  feel  he  has  visited  Bulsar.  49  slides.  Rental, 
$1.50. 
AT    THREE   BRETHREN    STATIONS   IN   INDIA 

The  three  stations  are  Palghar,  Anklesvar  and  Vyara.  Earl 
Zigler  took  these  pictures  when  he  visited  at  these  places.  They 
are  the  same  scenes  which  anyone  would  take  if  he  had  the 
opportunity.  They  help  much  in  acguainting  us  with  the  work 
being  done  in  India.  33  slides.  Rental,  $1.50. 
THE   DEPUTATION   VISITS   INDIA 

When  the  members  of  the  deputation  visited  the  India  field, 
they  took  pictures  as  they  went  from  station  to  station.  This 
lecture  is  to  be  ready  for  the  churches  by  March  1,  1950.  52 
slides.  Rental.  $1.50. 
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To  Teachers  of  Children 

The  teacher's  helps  for  the  Graded  Bible 
Lessons  for  junior  and  primary  children  are 
found  on  pages  45  to  64  of  the  Bible  Study 
Monthly.  Teaching  Juniors  begins  on  page  45 
and  continues  through  page  54;  Teaching  Pri- 
mary Children  begins  on  page  55  and  continues 
through  page  64. 


Sadie  Miller  on  furlough  from  India  may  be  ad- 
dressed as  follows:  %  Mrs.  R.  P.  Lehmer,  2051  Fair 
Oaks,  S.  Pasadena,  Calif. 

M.  R.  Zigler.  our  European  representative,  will  speak 
in  the  Windber  church,  Pa.,  Feb.  12,  7:30  p.m.  He  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  young  adults  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Boards  offices  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Bergman 
of  Tulari,  Calif.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Smith  and 
daughter  of  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111. 

First  church,  York,  Pa.,  Bernard  N.  King,  pastor,  will 
broadcast  its  morning  services  every  Sunday  in  Febru- 
ary at  11:00,  WSBA,  900  on  the  dial.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing, Feb.  26,  Bro.  Ralph  W.  Schlosser  will  be  the  speaker. 
Bro.  Schlosser  will  also  speak  that  night  in  a  Bible 
institute. 

Jacob  F.  Replogle.  pastor  of  the  First  church  at  Balti- 
more, urges  his  people  to  read  the  current  issues  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  the  articles  on  Deepening  the 
Spiritual  Life.  He  say,  "Let's  not  pick  but  lift;  not  be 
suspicious  but  seek  to  understand  and  to  love.  Let's 
help  each  other  to  a  better  church." 

Martha  Martin  of  the  council  of  women's  work  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  has  submitted  to  the  women  of 
her  district  a  suggestion  whereby  they  can  read  through 
the  Bible  in  1950.  Suggested  readings  for  each  day  are 
listed.  She  suggests  further  that  the  women  memorize 
and  use  in  group  meetings  certain  passages  from  the 
Bible.  Suggested  passages  are  listed.  Books  which  help 
in  understanding  the  Bible  are  suggested.  A  work  sheet 
is  appended  on  which  the  women  can  list  special  Chris- 
tian work  done  during  the  year. 

The  present  draft  law  will  be  expiring  within  the 
year.  Already  the  military  have  been  pressing  to  have 
the  law  extended.  They  are  asking  that  it  be  extended 
for  an  indefinite  period.  They  are  having  difficulty  in 
giving  reasons  why  that  should  be  done.  They  have 
not  used  it  for  some  time  and,  recently,  they  released 
30,000  men  already  in  the  army  in  order  to  reduce  ex- 
penditures and  a  military  strength  beyond  maneuver- 
ability at  the  present  time.  They  need  the  draft  in  order 
to  keep  a  military  control  over  the  consciousness  of 
youth  as  completely  as  possible  but  they  do  not  like 
to  advertize  that.  We  are  told  that  plans  are  carefully 
laid  for  the  extension  of  the  conscription  principle  over 
most  of  American  life  as  rapidly  as  seems  feasible. 
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We  are  sending  $415.32,  which  is  our  contribution 
over  and  above  our  budget  item  for  the  Brotherhood 
Fund,"  writes  M.  H.  Diehl,  treasurer  of  the  Mt.  Morris 
church,  111. 

Paul  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Panther  Creek  church, 
Iowa,  is  broadcasting  the  morning  devotions  over  Sta- 
tion WOI,  640,  at  Ames  from  7:10-7:30  each  morning, 
Jan.  30  to  Feb.  4. 

Five  dollars  each  week  from  her  pay  check  one  sister 
in  Florida  sends  to  the  General  Brotherhood  Board.  She 
plans  to  do  this  until  she  has  contributed  $100  toward 
bringing  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  to  the  States.  Though  the 
future  is  not  too  certain  this  woman  thanks  God  that 
she  can  be  of  service. 

Ernest  Lefever  would  like  to  buy  four  books  which 
are  out  of  print:  Social  Thought  From  Lore  to  Science, 
by  Barnes  and  Becker  (two  volumes);  A  Theology  for 
the  Social  Gospel,  by  Walter  Rauschenbusch,  and  Social 
Sources  of  Denominationalism,  by  H.  Richard  Niebuhr. 
If  you  are  in  a  position  to  part  with  any  of  these  books, 
write  him  at  Yale  Divinity  School,  New  Haven  11,  Conn. 

The  Volunteer  is  a  little  paper  produced  each  month 
by  the  Brethren  Volunteer  Service  workers.  It  tells  of 
their  activities  in  the  various  parts  of  the  country  in 
which  they  work.  Now  that  some  of  them  have  gone 
overseas,  it  probably  will  recite  the  experiences  of  their 
work  and  service  abroad.  They  continue  to  need  young 
people,  goods  and  clothing,  recreational  equipment,  and 
financial  support,  they  say. 

The  One  Great  Hour,  which  was  observed  last  year 
by  united  Protestantism,  was  so  successful  in  securing 
help  for  the  needy  of  the  world  and  for  uniting  the 
churches  in  one  great  effort  that  it  is  to  be  repeated  this 
year.  It  is  to  be  called  "One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing."  It 
will  come  to  a  climax  on  Sunday,  March  12.  Nineteen 
major  denominations  with  a  total  membership  of  nearly 
25,000,000  are  co-operating  in  this  effort.  The  money 
given  and  subscribed  to  this  effort  will  go  through  local 
and  denominational  church  channels. 

Carl  Seidler,  pastor  of  the  Green  Hill  church,  Salem, 
Va.,  writes,  "Please  send  me  100  copies  of  the  booklet, 
The  Gospel  Messenger  Helps.  We  are  going  to  try  to 
have  a  Messenger  club  in  our  church.  I  feel  that  if  we 
can  establish  such  a  club  it  will  more  than  pay  off  in 
terms  of  making  the  general  program  of  the  church 
work;  it  will  help  also  in  Brotherhood  interest  and  in 
the  Brotherhood  Fund."  We  think  he  is  right.  We  would 
like  to  encourage  other  pastors  to  support  Messenger 
clubs. 

The  heifer  committee  has  completed  its  project  of 
shipping  2,750  goats  to  Okinawa.  There  is  hardly  a  place 
in  the  world  where  help  is  more  needed.  The  island  is 
scarred  from  end  to  end  with  the  ravages  of  war.  The 
residents  bear  in  their  spirits  the  scars  of  war  also.  The 
governor  of  the  island,  Shikiya  Koshin,  said  to  the  heifer 
committee:  "The  reconstruction  of  Okinawa  could  never 
be  accomplished  without  your  helping  hand  and  we 
believe  that  the  only  way  in  which  we  might  sufficiently 
express  our  gratitude  is  to  actually  bring  about,  through 
our  efforts,  a  truly  beautiful  and  peaceful  Okinawa." 
If  goats  can  help  to  bring  about  a  peaceful  island,  then 
that  is  good  Christian  work. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


The  Home  Missions  Council  of  North  America,  repre- 
senting twenty-nine  million  Christians  in  twenty-three 
major  Protestant  denominations,  held  a  comprehensive 
meeting  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  Jan.  24-27. 

The  Heifer  Committee  has  undertaken  to  send  1,200 
heifers  to  Germany.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  to  be 
helpful  to  needy  people  and  to  testify  of  the  Christian 
way  of  sharing.  So  far,  300  heifers  have  been  secured 
and  sent. 

Protestant  women  throughout  the  United  States  have 
begun  to  sign  an  ecumencial  register  of  church  women. 
Through  this  signature  they  indicate  their  willingness  to 
co-operate  in  a  movement  for  a  federated  church  and  ex- 
press a  testimony  of  their  faith  in  ecumencial  action. 
They  hope  to  lead  the  men  to  greater  ecumenicity. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Admisier  from  Paradise,  Calif.,  writes  to 
express  her  appreciation  for  the  Gospel  Messenger.  She 
likes  to  read  it  very  thoroughly  each  week  when  it  ar- 
rives, she  says.  She  suggests  that  various  Messenger 
readers  write  in  some  of  their  accounts  of  answered 
prayer.  She  would  like  to  see  some  of  these  appear  in 
the  Gospel  Messenger. 

In  the  latest  release  from  R.  E.  Mohler  to  the  men 
of  the  Brotherhood  he  says,  "Men's  work  has  adopted 
as  a  major  project  50,000  Messenger  subscriptions  by 
1951.  Not  only  the  Messenger  in  every  Brethren  home, 
but  why  not  place  it  in  the  waiting  rooms  of  the  various 
offices  of  your  city?  Doctors,  dentists  and  most  other 
professional  men  welcome  good  literature  in  their  of- 
fices.  Do  not  neglect  this  great  project." 

Leland  Groves,  pastor  of  the  Douglas  Park  church  of 
Chicago,  and  Roy  White  inquire  whether  there  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  farm 
areas  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  Illinois  or  elsewhere  who  would 
be  interested  in  receiving  some  of  the  boys  who  attend 
the  Douglas  Park  church  as  summer  visitors  and  helpers 
in  their  homes.  These  boys  need  to  get  out  of  the  city 
for  a  few  weeks  in  the  summertime.  It  would  do  the 
boys  much  good  and  it  could  do  the  homes  good  into 
which  they  might  be  invited.  Will  anyone  interested 
write  to  Leland  Groves,  1605  S.  California  Ave.,  Chicago 
8,  111.? 

Juniata  College 

A  new  program  for  specialized  study  in  church  lead- 
ership training  has  been  planned  at  Juniata  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  General  Brotherhood  Board.  In  addition 
to  several  recommended  courses,  a  course  in  principles 
of  church  education  taught  by  Tobias  F.  Henry  has  been 
added  to  the  curriculum.  The  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  will  award 
a  college  level  leadership  training  certificate  to  students 
who  take  the  new  program. 

A  gift  of  $28,000  from  the  late  W.  Emmert  Swigart, 
who  died  Dec.  17,  1949  in  Huntingdon,  has  made  possible 
the  acquisition  of  a  building  to  be  used  by  the  music 
department.  The  building,  adjacent  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  campus,  will  be  known  as  Swigart 
Music  Hall  in  honor  of  the  Swigart  family  and  will  be 
ready  for  use  by  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Swigart,  a  graduate  of 
Juniata  in  1906,  was  past  president  of  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation and  former  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

A  concert  by  the  Marianne  Kneisel  String  Quartet 


was  the  closing  event  in  another  successful  Parents 
Day  held  on  college  hill  on  Nov.  5.  Class  visitation,  open 
house  in  the  dormitories,  and  a  football  game  were  the 
traditional  activities  scheduled  to  entertain  visiting  par- 
ents of  students.  On  Nov.  9  Whittemore  and  Lowe,  duo- 
pianists,  appeared  as  the  opening  artists  in  the  Hunting- 
don community  concert  series  held  in  Oiler  Hall. 

G.  Wayne  Glick,  instructor  in  Biblical  studies,  repre- 
sented Juniata  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Brethren 
Student  Christian  Movement  at  Ashland  College,  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  Eight  students  accompanied  Professor  Glick 
to  the  conference  held  Nov.  24-27. 

Berkeley  Square,  Juniata's  second  arena  production, 
completed  a  six-night  run  in  Oiler  Hall  before  delighted 
audiences  who  watched  the  action  from  seats  on  the 
stage.  The  fantasy-drama  was  presented  by  the  Masque, 
dramatics  club,  and  directed  by  Miss  Esther  M.  Doyle. 
Leads  were  taken  by  Vera  L.  Compton,  Arlington,  Va., 
and  Donald  C.  Norris,  Ambler,  Pa. 

The  freshman  class  won  the  thirteenth  annual  all- 
class  night  with  a  satire  on  the  founding  of  Juniata 
College  entitled  Alfarata's  Wigwam.  Entirely  written, 
directed  and  acted  by  students,  the  skits  were  judged 
by  five  judges  on  the  basis  of  script,  staging  and  per- 
formance. This  is  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  all- 
class  night  that  a  freshman  class  has  won. 

The  fourth  annual  presentation  of  the  Christmas 
story  by  the  chapel  choir  was  given  in  Oiler  Hall  on 
Dec.  11.  The  choir,  directed  by  Prof.  Donald  S.  Johnson, 
college  organist,  and  assisted  by  thirty  members  of  the 
college  student  body  and  community,  presented  The 
Incarnate  Word,  by  Robert  Elmore.  The  pageant  was 
divided  into  four  parts:  The  Prophecy,  The  Nativity, 
The  Adoration  of  the  Magi  and  the  Eternal  Manger. 
Authentic  Biblical  costumes  added  realism  to  the  pag- 
eant. 

The  Margaret  Webster  Shakespeare  Company  played 
a  return  engagement  at  Juniata  on  Dec.  12  when  they 
presented  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew  in  Oiler  Hall. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Myers- 
town  church,  Pa.,  Feb.  12-26. 

Gains  for  the   Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Reedley  church,  Calif. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Frqstburg  church,  Md. 

One  baptized  in  the  Four  Mile  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Center  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Manor  congregation,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Bachelor  Run  church,  Ind. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Clover  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Ohio. 

Six  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Virden 
church,  111. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  29 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  Unto  All  Men. — Acts  8:4 — 11:18.  Mem- 
ory Selection:  Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I  have  com- 
manded you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the  close  of  the 
age.    Matt.  28:  19-20. 

CBYF  Topic  for  January,  Japan. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


A  Volunteer  Speaks  Frankly 


I  BESEECH  you  therefore,  breth- 
ren, by  the  mercies  of  God,  that 
ye  present  your  bodies  a  living 
sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God, 
which  is  your  reasonable  service." 

Truly  this  statement,  this  plea, 
given  by  the  great  man  Paul,  cen- 
turies past,  is  one  of  the  most  daring 
and  really  deep  challenges  that  has 
ever  been  put  to  either  us  of  the 
present  age  or  to  those  of  the  age 
of  Paul. 

In  order  for  one  to  give  his  body 
wholly  to  God  as  a  living  sacrifice, 
one  has  to  be  a  living  example  of 
the  Beatitudes.  Humble,  merciful, 
pure,  searching,  meek  and  more  than 
that,  we  of  volunteer  service  feel 
that  there  must  be  a  definite  step 
taken  toward  Christian  service,  be 
it  on  the  home  field  or  on  the  foreign 
field;  be  it  at  home  or  a  few  thousand 
miles  from  home.  As  is  evident,  we 
of  volunteer  service  hold  the  con- 
viction that  we  must  serve  in  some 
way,  apart  from  home.  In  some  way 
we  must  show  our  love  for  the 
church  and  for  humanity  in  some 
definite  soul-searching  service. 

We  of  the  project  here  at  Spring- 
field, Oregon,  feel,  as  I  am  sure  do 
all  the  others  of  volunteer  service, 
that  the  main  goal  of  any  Christian 
work  should  be  to  further  the  king- 
dom of  Almighty  God,  our  Father. 
We  feel  that  volunteer  service  is  a 
definite  step  toward  this  vastly  im- 
portant goal.  However,  I  would  im- 
press upon  those  of  you  who  are 
reading  this  that  B.V.S.  is  not  all 
that  it  sounds  to  be.  I  am  not  saying 
that  an  attempt  has  been  taken  pur- 
posely to  gloss  over  this  service,  but 
I  do  feel  that  there  are  a  lot  of  young 
people  coming  into  B.V.S.  with  an 
entirely  wrong  concept  of  what  is 
going  to  be  expected  of  them.  Then, 
not  only  is  the  organization  of  B.V.S. 
glossed  a  bit,  but  we  who  are  in 
this  service  are  sometimes  thought 
of  as  "left-wingers,"  "happy-go- 
lucky,"  perhaps  even  "angels." 


18 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Joseph  W.  Shcrtto 

Carlisle,  Pennsylvania 


Speaking  for  us  in  Springfield,  we 
are  not  angels  by  any  means,  nor 
are  we  perfect  in  our  strivings  to 
be  holy,  acceptable  unto  God.  We 
have  not  yet  mastered  the  humble- 
ness of  Christ;  we  have  not  learned 
how  to  be  truly  meek;  at  times  we 
have  a  trend  toward  un-Christian 
anger.  All  these  and  more  keep  us 
from  being  so-called  angels.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  this,  that  we  are 
striving  and  searching  for  the  Way, 
and  are  trying  to  apply  the  teachings 
of  Christ  to  our  daily  lives. 

When  I  came  into  B.V.S.  I  ex- 
pected to  do  great  things — looking 
at  it  in  the  sense  of  doing  something 
really  outstanding.  Our  work  at 
Springfield  is  not  outstanding.  It  is 
work  of  meager  importance,  work  of 
little  significance — until  all  has  been 
put  together  as  a  whole.  Several 
times  the  question  has  been  put  to 
us,  "Just  how  do  you  explain  the 
fact  that  you  came  into  B.V.S.  to 
express  your  trend  toward  pacifism 
or  world  peace,  and  now  are  doing 
only  janitor's  work  and  working  with 
children?"  That  is  a  good  question, 
and  the  only  way  we  can  answer 
it  is  to  point  out  that  peace  begins 
in  the  human  heart.  Thomas  Kelly 
pointed  out  that  "on  the  inner  strug- 
gle rests,  ultimately,  the  outer  pag- 
eant of  history."  Then  can  we  do 
much  toward  this  inner  struggle  by 
talking  in  front  of  princes  and  presi- 
dents alone?  No.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  .the  common  people  are 
the  people  of  America  and  the  people 
of  God.  Perhaps  we  are  doing  sex- 
ton's work  here,  but  we  are  freeing 
the  pastor  to  do  more  of  his  duties; 
a  pastor  who  before  had  to  do  much 
of  the  janitor  work  himself.  Then 
we  are  saving  the  church  money 
that  can  be  used  in  other  Christian 
work.  As  to  working  with  children, 
who  can  say  that  working  with  chil- 
dren is  not  important?    It  is  one  of 


the  most  important  things  in  the 
world.  Without  the  proper  back- 
ground and  teachings  we  cannot  ex- 
pect children  to  grow  up  seeking 
constantly  for  the  way  of  peace. 

Back  at  New  Windsor  during  our 
training  period  it  was  stressed  that 
there  are  four  main  points  to  B.V.S. 
— fellowship,  study,  devotions  and 
work.  All  these  were  needed  to 
make  a  balanced  diet.  On  our  proj- 
ect it  is  felt  that  these  same  four 
are  needed  to  make  a  go  of  things. 
Without  fellowship  we  would  be  lost 
here.  Three  thousand,  five  hundred 
miles  away  from  home  we  do  need 
friends  and  their  fellowship.  At  this 
point  I  will  say  this,  if  the  churches 
and  people  of  other  projects  are  co- 
operating like  the  church  here,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  what  those  proj- 
ects have  been  growing.  The  people 
here  are  behind  us  both  in  co-opera- 
tion and  fellowship.  We  here  are 
expected  to  take  at  least  fifteen  hours 
a  week  for  personal  study,  for  it  is 
a  known  fact  that  personal  study 
enables  one  to  do  his  work  better. 
Do  we  get  fifteen  hours  every  week? 
No.  But  it  is  our  own  fault  if  we 
do  not.  Devotion  is  a  matter  that  is 
pushed  back  a  bit.  Most  people  hesi- 
tate to  talk  about  it.  It  embarrasses 
people,  but  without  devotions,  both 
personal  and  group,  it  would  be  very 
impossible  for  us  to  carry  on  our 
work  here.  Devotions  can  mean  so 
much.  We  are  thankful  that  there 
are  people  here  who  will  share  with 
us  our  meditative  needs.  Work?  Our 
work  here  is  made  up  of  physical, 
mental  and  spiritual  works.  Work- 
ing with  children  in  Bible  school, 
working  with  them  in  crafts,  hobbies 
and  games.  Helping  to  build  a  decent 
playground.  Working  for  a  church 
lawn  and  keeping  it  nice  once  we 
have  it.  Doing  carpentry,  plumbing, 
painting  and  electrical  work.  Mak- 
ing our  programs.  Working  with  the 
young  people.  Substituting  in  the 
pulpit.  Giving  a  hand  at  camp. 
Playing  chime  records  for  the  com- 
munity each  evening.  Teaching  Sun- 


day  school.  Working  on  visitation. 
Directing  a  junior  choir.  All  these 
and  more  are  what  make  up  our 
work.  Plenty  to  do?  You  said  it. 
And  when  they  are  all  put  together 
it  makes  for  a  direct  approach  to 
building  the  kingdom  of  God.  In- 
significant in  part?  Yes.  But  they 
are  very  significant  as  a  whole. 

What  would  I  do  if  I  had  it  to 
do  over  again?  What  would  my 
buddy  do?  Both  of  us  feel  that  we 
would  grasp  the  opportunity  just  as 
fast,  if  not  faster  than  we  did  before. 
Then  what  can  we  say  to  future 
members?  Think  it  over.  Weigh  val- 
ues. Look  at  the  good  side  and  then 
look  at  the  side  that  is  not  told  too 
often.  The  side  that  has  group  living 
problems.  The  side  that  has  home- 
sickness and  depressing  moments. 
Then  look  again  at  the  bright  side 
with  its  satisfying  comfort  and  hap- 
piness. The  side  with  the  joy  of 
serving  God  and  making  your  testi- 
mony a  living  one.  Then  if  you  do 
decide  to  join  with  us,  stick  with  it 
through  thick  and  thin.  Hard  as  it 
may  be  to  do. 

Last  of  all,  we  would  express  our 
thanks  to  all  those  who  helped  to 
make  volunteer  service  a  reality — 
the  young  people  who  talked  it  up 
at  Annual  Conference,  the  people 
who  passed  the  recommendation, 
our  leaders  in  training,  the  staff  at 
New  Windsor  and  Elgin  and  the  folks 
who  have  so  graciously  opened  proj- 
ects in  which  we  may  serve — all 
those  who  in  a  small  or  large  way 
have  opened  this  splendid  opportuni- 
ty for  those  who  are  young  in  spirit. 
Thanks  to  all,  and  let's  have  a  grow- 
ing experience,  both  physically  and 
spiritually. 

Notes  .  .  . 

The  German  high  school  student, 
Anna-Luise  Greger,  whose  story  was 
featured  in  the  Dec.  31  Messenger, 
has  received  word  of  the  death  of 
her  mother.  We  extend  our  deepest 
sympathies  to  Anna-Luise. 

Berneita  Eisenbise,  who  is  in 
charge  of  individual  package  distri- 
bution in  Austria,  writes  that  the 
one  thing  that  impresses  her  greatly 
after  visiting  in  the  homes  is  how 
very  clean  the  tiny  and  crowded 
rooms  are  kept. 

Persons  sending  individual  pack- 
ages to  Austria  should  note  the  new 
address:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, US  AC  A  Field  Office  (LUA), 
A.P.O.  174,  %  Postmaster,  N.  Y. 
These  packages  will  be  returned  to 
the  sender  if  they  have  the  incorrect 
address. 


YOUNG  AMBASSADORS  OF  GOODWILL 


THREE  hundred  baby  chicks  left 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  late  September 
by  airline  for  a  trip  including 
New  York,  Paris,  Prague,  Sofia  and 
Russe,  Bulgaria.  The  chickens,  150 
Leghorns  and  150  New  Hampshire 
Reds,  were  donated  by  the  Lancaster 
County  Farm  Bureau  and  sent  by 
the  Brethren  Service  Commission  to 
the  Agricultural  College  in  Russe, 
Bulgaria,  to  be  used  for  breeding 
purposes.  Of  the  300  chicks,  297 
are  now  alive.  One  died  en  route, 
one  died  a  natural  death  after  arrival 
and  one  met  with  an  accident. 

The  manager  of  the  state  poultry 
farm  in  Sofia,  where  the  chicks  were 
taken  care  of  for  a  short  time,  wrote: 
"the  chickens  have  proved  to  be 
exceptionally  healthy  chicks  .  .  .  the 
management  of  the  farm  thanks  you 
for  the  service  you  have  rendered." 

The  officers  in  charge  of  this  poul- 
try farm  became  very  enthusiastic 
about  the  chicks  and  asked  that  they 


As  an  appreciation  of  the  contri- 
bution the  volunteer  service  workers 
made  to  the  orthopedic  clinic  at 
Lichtenau,  Germany,  two  doctors 
performed  a  leg  operation  on  Wilma 
Fae  Kuns.  This  operation  which 
would  have  been  very  costly  had 
it  been  performed  in  the  United 
States  was  made  at  very  little  cost 
for  Brethren  Service.  The  doctors 
and  staff  were  much  impressed  with 
the  "real  illustration  of  high  Chris- 
tian spirit."  Wilma  is  recovering 
from  the  operation  quite  well  but 
will  be  unable  to  use  her  leg  for 
some  months. 


be  permitted  to  retain  a  portion  of 
the  flock.  B.S.C.  wrote  the  director 
of  the  International  Children's  Emer- 
gency Fund  suggesting  that  she  work 
out  the  distribution  of  the  chicks 
with  the  two  institutions,  explaining 
that  "our  concern  is  that  the  greatest 
good  may  be  achieved  in  the  agricul- 
tural program  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  people." 

How  300  day-old  chicks  came  to  be 
sent  to  an  agricultural  college  in 
Bulgaria  goes  directly  to  the  Heifer 
Project.  During  the  past  year,  work- 
ing through  the  International  Chil- 
dren's Emergency  Fund,  the  Heifer 
Project  Committee  supplied  dairy 
animals  to  centers  in  Bulgaria. 
H.P.C  funds  were  used  to  purchase 
top  quality  animals  in  Switzerland 
for  use  at  these  milk  production 
centers. 

A  director  at  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege in  Russe,  impressed  by  this, 
asked  if  it  would  be  possible  for  a 
few  birds  to  be  sent  him  for  breeding 
purposes.  After  he  revealed  that 
they  would  be  able  to  feed  and  care 
for  the  chicks,  Brethren  Service  de- 
cided to  ship  a  few  hundred  chicks. 
The  Lancaster  County  Farm  Bureau 
offered  its  help  and  contributed  300 
while  B.S.C.  paid  transportation  via 
air  to  Bulgaria. 

These  small  but  significant  projects 
carried  on  are  "the  medium  of  es- 
tablishing mutual  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  people  whom  we 
formerly  thought  of  as  enemies." 
Chicks,  and  many  similar  projects, 
do  work  for  peace. 
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IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


Adults   can — and   must — continue 

to  learn  and  grow,  both  for  their 

own  sakes  and  to  fit  them  to  be 

teachers   and   leaders 

EVEN  though  it  may  be  conceded 
that  the  average  adult  class  in 
the  average  Sunday  school  will 
probably  continue  to  base  its  pro- 
gram rather  regularly  upon  the  In- 
ternational Uniform  Lessons,  we 
should  also  recognize  that  there  are 
times  and  occasions  when  a  class 
could  with  great  profit  enter  for  a 
period  upon  some  field  of  special 
study.  Fortunately  a  very  wide  vari- 
ety of  courses  and  materials  is  avail- 
able. 

New  Approaches  lo  Bible  Study 

The  Standard  Leadership  Training 
Curriculum,  the  Learning  for  Life 
Series,  and  many  special  undated 
units  offer  many  possibilities.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  you  feel  the  need 
for  more  detailed  and  systematic  Bi- 
ble study,  think  of  the  value  of  such 
Standard  First  Series  courses  as  an 
Introduction  to  the  Bible,  A  Brief 
Survey  of  the  Old  Testament,  A 
Brief  Survey  of  the  New  Testament, 
The  Life  of  Jesus,  The  Life  and  Work 
of  Paul.  Or  you  might  take  such 
Standard  Second  Series  courses  as 
How  the  Bible  Came  to  Be,  The  Old 
Testament,  The  New  Testament,  The 


C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission 

Prophets  and  Their  Messages,  Jesus 
and  His  Teachings  and  Paul  the  Man 
and  His  Work.  In  this  same  area, 
you  could  also  call  upon  the  Learn- 
ing for  Life  Series  and  find  several 
textbooks  listed  for  use  under  the 
general  headings  of  The  Bible,  The 
Old  Testament,  The  Old  Testament— 
Except  for  the  Books  of  the  Proph- 
ets, The  Prophetic  Movement,  The 
Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus  and  The 
Rise  of  the  Christian  Church.  Ex- 
ploring the  Bible  by  our  own  Dr. 
E.  G.  Hoff,  is  an  inexpensive  text 
that  will  give  a  class  an  excellent 
introduction  to  the  Bible  in  a  quar- 
ter's study.  So  there  need  be  no 
lament  that  you  would  lack  Sunday- 
school  materials  for  studying  the  Bi- 
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ble  in  a  systematic  way.    They  are 

available.   All  you  need  to  do  is  use 

them. 

For  Study  of  the  Church 

Perhaps  you  want  to  study  about 
the  church.  Standard  Second  Series 
offers  The  Purpose  and  Program  of 
the  Church,  The  Church  Through 
the  Centuries  and  The  Church  and 
Social  Action.  The  Learning  for  Life 
Series  can  offer  you  a  variety  of 
textbooks  under  such  division  head- 


ings as  The  Church  in  History,  The 
Church  in  the  Community,  The 
Christian  Mission  in  America  and 
The  Christian  World  Mission.  If  an 
emphasis  upon  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  is  wanted,  and  it  should 
be  included,  use  You  and  Your 
Church  by  DeWitt  L.  Miller  which 
runs  for  a  quarter,  or  Why  Brethren? 
a  very  interesting  series  of  seven 
studies  based  upon  free  pamphlets 
and  tracts.   You  will  find  either  one 


very  informative  and  worth  while. 
If  a  more  extended  study  of  Brethren 
history  is  wanted,  try  J.  E.  Miller's 
The  Story  of  Our  Church. 

On  Personality  Growth 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  ways 
people  learn  and  grow,  you  might 
try  Understanding  Adults,  Second 
Series  Course  411-b.  A  text  by  the 
same  name,  written  by  Donald  R. 
Gorham,  would  offer  a  good  basis 
for  the  study.  Special  units  named 
A  Growing  Personality  and  Under- 
standing Myself  and  Others  are  also 
available.  If  you  are  concerned 
about  parental  problems,  such 
Standard  Courses  as  Understanding 
Our  Pupils,  The  Growth  of  Christian 
Personality  During  Childhood,  The 
Child's  Approach  to  Religion,  and 
Understanding  Youth  would  offer 
valuable  guidance. 

Parents  Can  Learn,  Too 

Under  the  general  heading  of 
Christian  Family  Life  the  Learning 
for  Life  bulletin  offers  a  considerable 
selection  of  texts  and  authors  in  each 
of  the  following  subdivisions:  The 
Christian  Home;  The  Home  as  a 
School  of  Christian  Character;  The 
Home,  Church  and  Community 
Working  Together;  and  Education 
for  Marriage  and  Parenthood.  The 
Christian  Home  magazine  carries 
monthly  outlines  for  study  particu- 
larly suitable  for  parents'  groups. 
Adults  don't  have  to  merely  grope 
in  the  dark  for  help  on  these  prob- 
lems. Adult  Sunday-school  classes 
can  turn  on  the  light  if  they  want  to. 

For  Study  on  the  Christian  Way  of 
Life 

If  you  want  to  branch  out  in  the 
broad  fields  of  the  implications  of  the 
Christian  faith  in  the  areas  of  eco- 
nomics, stewardship,  race  relations, 
missions,  and  international  affairs, 
there  are  many  good  materials  avail- 
able, some  of  them  even  written  by 
our  own  Brethren.  In  the  field  of 
mission  study  the  Missionary  Educa- 
tion Movement  produces  a  new  se- 
ries of  study  courses  each  year.  They 
are  always  up-to-date  and  timely. 
Special  units  on  evangelism,  temper- 
ance, and  rural  life  are  available. 
In  fact,  a  wide-awake  class  can  dis- 
cover materials  on  just  about  any- 
thing that  an  adult  Sunday-school 
class  could  legitimately  want  to 
study.  It  is  obvious  that  many  of 
these  courses  would  also  be  of  inter- 
est to  youth  groups  and  classes.  In 
addition  there  are  others  of  special 
interest  to  young  people.  Further 
information  on  these  sources  may  be 
had  by  writing  to  Don  Snider,  Youth 
Director. 

In  the  Learning  for  Life  plan  you 


can  secure  an  Interest  Finder  at  a 
cost  of  a  few  cents  each.  The  use 
of  this  device  enables  each  member 
of  the  class  to  indicate  the  areas 
of  his  or  her  own  interest  and  offers 
guidance  to  the  teacher  or  committee 
that  selects  the  courses  to  be  offered. 
This  interest  poll  would  be  just  as 
valuable  to  help  determine  the 
course  of  study  even  when  sources 
other  than  Learning  for  Life  text- 
books are  used  for  the  study  itself. 

If  your  adult  church  school  or  class 
is  interested  in  elective  courses  for 
adults,  I  would  suggest  ordering  four 
sources    of    information: 

Educational  Bulletin  410,  Learning 
for  Life,  35c 

Educational  Bulletin  501,  First 
Series  Course,  25c 

Educational  Bulletin  502,  Second 
Series  Course,  35c 

Adult  Study  Course  Packet,  free 
on  loan  from  the  Loan  Library. 

The  church  school  should  offer  its 
pupils  the  courses  they  need  to  grow 
in  their  Christian  understanding  and 
character.  It  should  provide  them 
with  the  religious  resources  they 
need  to  live  as  Christians  in  their 
world.  The  curriculum  can  be  flexi- 
ble enough  to  meet  human  needs. 
The  core  of  that  curriculum  will 
always  be  the  Bible  but  most  of  us 
need  to  get  the  Bible  out  into  the 
wider  areas  of  our  lives.  The  idea 
of  elective  units  is  not  less  Bible 
but  more  application  of  the  Bible 
to  life. 

•       •       • 

When  one  ceases  to  become  better, 
one  ceases  to  be  good.  When  growth 
ceases,  decay  sets  in. 


Helps  for  Speakers 
and   Teachers 

The  Minister's  File  Service  was 
begun  a  year  ago  by  Chalmer  E.  Faw 
of  the  faculty  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.  It  has  grown  in  favor 
with  ministers  and  Christian  educa- 
tors of  many  denominations. 

Not  only  is  there  a  growing  core- 
file  of  basic  resource  materials  but 
also  a  File  Bulletin  giving  instruc- 
tion in  the  gathering,  filing  and  use 
of  your  own  materials. 

If  you  are  looking  for  illustrations, 
quotations,  poetry  selections,  and 
scriptural  seedthoughts  for  your 
preaching  or  Sunday-school  teach- 
ing, get  in  touch  with  The  Minister's 
File  Service,  3435  W.  Van  Buren  St., 
Chicago  24,  111.  The  subscription 
price  is  $4.50  for  five  issues  or  one 
dollar  a  packet. 


Daily  Bible  Readings 

If  you  would  like  to  join  with 
thousands  of  other  Christians  in  a 
systematic  plan  for  Bible  reading, 
you  may  secure  a  copy  of  "Daily 
Bible  Readings  for  1950"  from  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Dept.  U, 
450  Park  Ave.,  New  York  22,  N.  Y. 
The  leaflet  is  available  free  of  charge 
in  quantities  up  to  50  copies.  For 
50  or  more  copies  a  modest  charge  of 
25c  per  50  is  asked  to  assist  in  meet- 
ing the  costs.  A  limited  number  of 
copies  are  also  available  from  the 
Christian  Education  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  HI. 


Adult    Fellowship    Forum    Notes 

the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
One  hour  spent  occasionally  on  Sun- 
day night  or  on  a  week  night  by 
folk  who  enjoy  looking  at  a  topic 
of  mutual  interest  is  time  well  spent. 
"Some  churches  like  the  idea  of 
a  panel  discussion  led  by  a  smaller 
group  and  later  turned  into  a  general 
group  free  discussion.  Others  use 
one  leader  to  direct  the  discussions 
and  the  entire  church  to  serve  as 
participants.  Either  procedure  may 
be  used  to  good  advantage,  as  there 
are  unlimited  subjects  that  should 
appeal  to  the  interests  of  many. 
Some  churches  have  already  ap- 
pointed local  forum  directors  and 
others  who  have  not  done  so  are 
encouraged  to  add  this  worth-while 
activity    to   their    church    program." 


The  District  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  Northern  Indiana  now 
includes  in  its  ranks  an  Adult  Forum 
director.  Mr.  Allen  Weldy  has  been 
elected  to  this  responsibility.  "This 
new  department  provides  for  timely 
discussion  of  vital  issues  confronting 
alert  and  forward  looking  churches 
today,"  according  to  the  District 
Meeting  minutes.  "The  adult  fellow- 
ship forum  idea  in  the  Brotherhood 
is  quite  young,"  continues  the  report; 
"however,  in  some  sections  it  has 
appealed  to  the  interests  of  a  great 
many  church  people.  In  our  district 
the  forum  program  is  an  agency  of 
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Woodstock,  known  over  all  the  lands; 
Woodstock,  sung  of  on  every  hand  .  .  . 
Rugged  and  steep,  though  the  pathway  be, 
Palms  come  with  striving,  you  know. 


Emma    K.    Ziegler    with   four   children   of   our    India    missionaries,    who 

attend  the  Woodstock  school:    Linda  Kay  Shull,  Esther  Ruth  Shull,  John 

M.  Kinzie  and  Alexander  H.  Kinzie 


Emma  K.  Ziegler 

Landour,  India 


Woodstock  —  Known  Over  All   the   Land 


IN  THIS  year's  report  to  the 
board  of  directors'  meeting  in 
May,  the  principal,  Mr.  R.  L. 
Ewing,  said,  "An  Indian  army  of- 
ficer, recently  traveling  by  train 
in  South  India  in  the  same  com- 
partment with  a  missionary, 
said,  'There  are  some  of  us  who 
consider  Woodstock  the  best 
school  in  India.'  A  member  of 
the  United  States  Foreign  Serv- 
ice in  India,  enrolling  his  daugh- 
ter, remarked,  'I  wonder  if  you 
realize  how  widely  Woodstock  is 
known  all  over  the  world.'  Only 
a  few  days  ago  a  certain  senora 
in  Brazil  wrote  to  arrange  for 
the  admission  of  her  daughter 
in  1950.  An  English  business- 
man in  a  letter  received  two 
days  ago,  also  arranging  for  his 
son's  admission  in  1950,  said, 
'Woodstock  is  the  only  school 
to  which  I  feel  I  could  entrust 
his  education  in  India.'  " 

Brethren  children  first  became 
students  at  Woodstock  School  in 
1920.  In  the  twenty-nine  inter- 
vening years  seventeen  children 
have  graduated  from  the  school. 
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These  are:  Leah  Ebey;  Josephine 
and  Elizabeth  Wagoner;  Made- 
leine Long;  Dallas  Fox;  David 
and  Stephen  Blickenstaff;  Ray- 
mond, Lawrence,  Erma  and 
Thelma  Alley;  Gordon  and  Lori- 
ta  Shull;  Betty  Jean  and  Mar- 
garet Brooks;  and  Richard  and 
Virginia  Bollinger.  This  is  to 
say  nothing  of  all  the  other 
Brethren  children  who  have 
been  enrolled  in  the  school  at 
one  time  or  another. 

The  student  body  is  composed 
of  children  of  many  denomina- 
tions and  missions  as  well  as 
children  of  nonmissionaries  and 
non-Christians.  Seventy  per  cent 
of  the  student  body  of  400  is  com- 
posed of  children  of  missionaries. 
Forty-two  different  missions  are 
represented.  Sixteen  nationali- 
ties live  here  together  and  study, 
work  and  play  side  by  side — a 
junior  United  Nations  which 
could  demonstrate  to  the  United 
Nations  meeting  in  New  York 
"how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity."  There  is  a  teaching  and 
house  staff  of  fifty,  out  of  which 
twenty-seven  are  missionaries. 


The  writer  of  this  article  is  the 
representative  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  the  staff  of  the 
school.  Other  mission  represent- 
atives who  have  served  in  this 
capacity  during  the  past  twenty- 
three  years  are  Mrs.  C.  G.  Shull, 
who  was  Susan  Stoner,  Ralph 
Townsend  and  Joe  Bowers.  Ver- 
na  Blickenstaff  also  served  as 
school  nurse. 

To  be  a  mission  representative 
on  the  staff  of  the  school  means, 
so  far  as  the  mission  obligation 
is  concerned,  that  the  salary  of 
the  teacher  which  is  the  regular 
missionary  allowance,  comes 
from  mission  funds  and  not  from 
the  school.  The  school  has  no 
financial  obligation  to  the  teach- 
er at  all;  this  is  the  obligation  of 
the  mission  and  the  church.  Be- 
cause the  mission  is  affiliated 
with  the  school  the  children  of 
the  mission  get  certain  financial 
discounts  that  others  are  '  re- 
quired to  pay.  The  mission  also 
has  taken  the  obligation  to  pay 
Rs.  833  (about  $185)  yearly  to 
the  school  to  help  its  finances,, 
besides  the  furnishing  of  a  teach- 
er. 


Because  a  missionary  is  giving 
her  or  his  time  as  a  teacher  in 
a  school  such  as  this  is  no  reason 
for  making  apologies.  How  often 
missionaries,  leaving  to  go  back 
to  their  work  on  the  plains 
after  having  been  here  in  the 
mountains  for  a  month  or  more 
on  vacation,  have  said  to  the 
teacher  of  their  children,  "I  am 
so  glad  my  child  is  in  your 
care"  or  "It  makes  me  feel 
good  that  our  children  have 
teachers  who  are  interested  in 
them."  The  minds  of  the  parents 
are  at  rest  concerning  their  chil- 
dren who  are  hundreds  of  miles 
away  from  them,  and  they  are 
free  to  concentrate  on  their  mis- 
sionary activities.  A  missionary 
teacher  also  has  opportunity  to 
teach  Hindu  and  other  non- 
Christian  children.  Thus  some 
telling  missionary  work  is  done 


with  these  children,  since  Bible 
teaching  is  given  in  each  class 
three  periods  a  week. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
can  feel  proud  of  and  happy 
about  its  children  who  have  gone 
through  Woodstock  School  and 
who  are  making  worth  -  while 
contributions  along  many  lines 
in  the  church  or  elsewhere.  We 
commend  Woodstock  School  to 
your  interest  and  prayers. 

God's  Ways  Are  Mysterious 

Chaganlal  V.  Raval 

Bamanvel,  India 

Quite  a  few  years  ago  I  was 
assisting  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  in 
evangelistic  meetings.  A  magic 
lantern  slide  broke  and,  falling, 
gashed  my  foot  and  cut  an  ar- 
tery. I  lost  much  blood  and  later 
tetanus  set  in.  I  went  to  the  Bul- 


sar  Mission  Hospital,  but  my 
condition  worsened.  Dr.  Cottrell 
sent  word  to  my  station  that  I 
could  not  live  long.  In  my  semi- 
conscious state  I  vowed  to  the 
Lord  that  if  he  spared  me  for 
a  long  life,  I  would  serve  him  in 
any  location  and  in  any  difficul- 
ty. He  healed  me  and  by  his 
leading  I  am  serving  those  who 
as  yet  do  not  know  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  I  believe  I  am 
called  to  loose  them  from  their 
bonds.  Truly  God's  ways  are 
mysterious. 

Answers  to  India  Vocabulary 

1. — c.     Gujarati— a  language 

2. — d.  Vernacular — related  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  people 

3. — b.  Muslim — someone  of  a  religious 
sect 

4. — b.    Pakistan — name   of  a   new  nation 

5. — c.    Laubach — leader  of  adult  literacy 

6. — c.  Premchand  Bhagat — a  Christian 
minister  going  to  America 

7. — b.  Bhajans — a  manner  of  singing  in 
worship 
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Dundalk  Church 


Raymon  Eller,  pastor  of  the  Dundalk  church,  and  his  wile 


THE  six-year-old  Dundalk  church 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  is  a  most 
strategic  area  for  home  mission 
work  according  to  S.  Earl  Mitchell, 
fieldman  for  Eastern  Maryland.  He 
says,  "I  was  in  Dundalk  for  a  one- 
week  meeting  closing  last  Oct.  23. 

"I  visited  in  most  of  the  homes 
of  the  congregation  and  quite  a  few 
homes  in  the  community  around  the 
church  where  they  are  just  begin- 
ning to  make  a  little  impression. 
There  are  several  hundred  un- 
churched families  within  a  few 
blocks  of  the  church.  Several  chil- 
dren from  these  homes  are  begin- 
ning to  attend  and  the  parents  are 
showing  interest. 

"The  present  building  is  crowded 
much  too  closely  to  be  comfortable 
or    adequate    on    Sundays.     Several 


people  have  stated  that  they  do  not 
want  to  come  and  keep  others  away 
from  church. 

"It  certainly  looks  to  me  like  a 
good  field  for  a  growing  church,  if 
we  can  provide  an  adequate  build- 
ing and  keep  a  good  strong  pastor 
in  charge.  And  we  have  a  good 
strong  pastor  in  charge.  Bro.  Ray- 
mon E.  Eller  has  done  excellent 
work  there  during  the  last  five  years 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  he  should 
certainly  stay  on  much  longer." 

During  the  past  year  the  Dundalk 
congregation  with  its  present  mem- 
bership of  111  gave  an  average  of 
$66.50  per  member  to  the  total 
church  program.  Since  the  erection 
of  the  chapel  parsonage  in  the  win- 
ter of  1947,  they  have  paid  off  $6,000 
on  the  $8,000  indebtedness  remain^ 


ing  after  the  day  of  dedication  and 
will  complete  the  remaining  $2,000 
soon.  Since  its  organization  on 
Sept.  12,  1943,  the  church  has  more 
than  doubled   its  membership. 

Dundalk  offers  one  of  the  most 
promising  fields  in  the  Brotherhood 
for  growth  and  expansion.  The  par- 
sonage -  chapel,  although  adequate 
for  the  church's  beginning,  has  long 
been  outgrown  and  a  church  build- 
ing is  needed  badly,  if  the  program 
is  to  grow  and  expand  as  it  holds 
promise. 

Dare  we  fail  with  our  home  mis- 
sion dollars  through  the  Brother- 
hood Fund  to  help  in  church  ex- 
tension for  Dundalk  and  other 
worthy  places! 
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1948  India  Mission  Field 
Statistics 


Table  I — Foreign  Staff 
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Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Annual  Conference  Committee  on 
Understanding  and  Reconciliation 

The  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Ocean  Grove  Conference  was  called 
upon  to  consider  situations  in  the 
Brotherhood  where  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  church  were  in  jeop- 
ardy. Since  the  committee  functions 
in  such  instances  in  an  advisory 
rather  than  a  judicial  capacity,  and 
since  it  is  limited  in  its  service  be- 
cause of  its  size  and  widely  scattered 
representation,  it  was  decided  to  ap- 
point a  small  Committee  on  Under- 
standing and  Reconciliation  as  a 
permanent  committee  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee.  Their  action  was 
approved  by  the  Conference  of  1949 
and  the  following  Brethren  were 
named  on  the  committee:  Rufus  D. 
Bowman,  Burton  Metzler,  J.  W. 
Lear,  W.  H.  Yoder  and  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man. Rufus  D.  Bowman  has  resigned 
from  the  committee.  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man was  named  at  Ocean  Grove  as 
chairman.  The  committee  has  con- 
sidered its  assignment  by  the  Con- 
ference and  has  agreed  upon  the 
following  statement  as  a  statement 
of  policy  and  procedure. 

The  statement  was  submitted  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  with 
the  request  that  it  be  given  publicity 
through  the  columns  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger. 

First:  It  is  the  function  of  the 
Committee  on  Understanding  and 
Reconciliation  to  promote  under- 
standing between  and  among  groups 
in  troubled  areas  of  the  Brotherhood. 
It  conducts  no  trials,  passes  no  in- 
criminating judgments  and  imposes 
no  disciplinary  measures.  Its  minis- 
try is  one  of  reconciliation  and  har- 
mony through  education,  interpre- 
tation and  prayer. 

Second:  The  committee  may  func- 
tion as  a  committee  of  the  whole  or 
by  smaller  representation  as  judg- 
ment and  circumstances   determine. 

Third:  The  committee  will  re- 
spond to  invitations  from  the  officials 
of  the  local  church,  or  the  elders  of 
the  district,  or  upon  the  joint  invita- 
tion of  all  factions  in  any  given  area 
of  trouble.  Members  of  the  commit- 
tee may  be  active  in  their  regions 
in  suggesting  to  church  leaders  that 
the  committee  is  ready  to  serve  upon 
proper  invitation. 

Fourth:  The  committee  will  seek 
"to  offer  an  unhurried  service  to 
churches  where  its  help  is  needed. 
It  will  act  as  a  patient  listener  to 
individuals  and  groups.  It  will  ap- 
point conferences  for  discussion,  in- 


terpretation and  teaching  on  such 
subjects  as  are  found  to  be  pertinent 
to  the  situation.  It  will  seek  to  ob- 
tain personal  and  private  commit- 
ments to  peace  and  harmony  and 
will  try  to  crystallize  these  commit- 
ments into  group  action  of  concord 
and  reconciliation. 

Fifth:  The  committee  will  seek  to 
interpret  actions  of  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  of  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board  and  of  movements  and  trends 
within  the  church  in  the  interest  of 
clear  understanding  and  the  preser- 
vation among  us  of  the  spirit  of  love 
and  unity. 

Sixth:  The  committee  will  exer- 
cise great  care  not  to  identify  itself 
with  any  party  or  group  in  any  given 
situation  except  where  it  becomes 
clearly  its  duty  to  uphold  one  or  the 
other  party.  In  cases  where  disci- 
plinary action  is  demanded  the  case 
will  be  transferred  to  the  proper 
authority  for  such  action. 

Seventh:  The  committee,  when  re- 
sponding to  an  invitation  from  a 
given  congregation  or  group,  will 
establish  itself  in  some  neutral  situ- 
ation where  all  parties  will  have 
free  and  ready  approach  to  the  com- 
mittee for  conference,  interview  and 
discussion.  All  conferences  with  in- 
dividuals or  groups  will  be  orderly, 
calm  and  courteous.  Otherwise,  the 
committee  will  promptly  terminate 
its  service  until "  such  time  as  such 
assurances  are  given. 

Those  congregations  which  feel 
that  this  committee  could  be  helpful 
in  any  local  situations  may  address 

About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


Moderator  C.  C.  Ellis,  Secretary  Wil- 
liam M.  Beahm  or  the  chairman, 
Paul  H.  Bowman.  —  William  M. 
Beahm,  secretary  of  Annual  Confer- 
ence. 

Young  Adult  Work  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania 

The  young  adults  have  been  meet- 
ing regularly  in  the  churches  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  have  oc- 
casional district  get-togethers.  They 
publish  a  young  adult  paper,  which 
they  circulate  among  themselves 
from  time  to  time.  This  year  they 
sponsored  a  young  adult  week-end 
camp  at  Camp  Swatara.  The  camp 
began  on  Saturday  and  continued 
through  until  Sunday  evening.  They 
were  particularly  happy  to  have  Dr. 
Kenneth  K'an  of  China  with  them. 

On  June  26  the  young  adults  held 
their  annual  fellowship  with  the 
Lititz  young  adults  as  hosts.  Don 
Snider  and  Rufus  P.  Bucher  were 
the  speakers  who  brought  messages 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  A 
panel  was  conducted  on  the  pro- 
posed emphases  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict. It  was  under  the  leadership  of 
J.  Herbert  Miller.  Christian  home- 
making,  evangelism,  church  service, 
fellowship,  tithing  and  the  Camp 
Swatara  project  were  the  emphases 
discussed.  Between  the  afternoon 
and  evening  session,  a  covered-dish 
meal  was  served.  A  vesper  service 
was  conducted  against  a  hillside  not 
far  from  the  church.  Twenty-five 
congregations      were      represented. 


Appleseed  Farm.  Emily  Taft 
Douglas.  Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1948. 
128  pages.  $1.50. 

This  is  the  story  of  pioneers  on 
an  Indiana  farm  and  their  friend, 
Johnny  Appleseed,  just  as  Aunt  Mil- 
lie told  it  to  Penny,  whose  father 
works  in  United  Nations.  Appleseed 
Farm  is  the  kind  of  story  Brethren 
children  will  enjoy. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Life  and   Teachings   of  Jesus.    T. 

Franklin  Miller.    Warner,   1949.    124 
pages.    75c  and  $1.50. 

Those  who  are  selecting  a  text- 
book for  the  First  Series  Leadership 
Training  Course  120a,  Life  of  Jesus, 
will  do  well  to  consider  this  book. 
The  author,  who  is  the  general  sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  the  Church  of  God, 
Anderson,  Ind.,  opens  the  book  with 
an  outstanding  chapter  on  "The 
World  Into  Which  Jesus  Came." 
Two  chapters  are  devoted  to  an  out- 


line of  the  life  of  Jesus.  The  contri- 
bution of  the  several  gospels  is 
covered  in  a  chapter,  "Four  Books, 
One  Story."  The  chapter  on  "What 
Did  Jesus  Teach?"  pays  attention 
to  the  kingdom,  God,  righteousness, 
service,  possessions,  man,  and  sin. 
A  final  chapter  gives  suggestions 
about  teaching  the  life  of  Christ  to 
the  different  groups. — C.  E.  Davis. 

ABC  Stories  of  Jesus.  M.  S.  Ed- 
wards. Warner  Press,  1949.  64 
pages.     $1.75. 

This  is  a  pleasing  book  of  colorful 
pictures  and  rhythmic  text  telling 
the  story  of  Jesus.  Each  story  is 
introduced  by  a  letter  of  the  alpha- 
bet, the  initial  letter  of  a  keyword 
in  the  story.  Very  young  children 
will  learn  the  well-chosen  Bible 
verses,  and  older  children  will  enjoy 
this  reverent  story. — Hazel  Kennedy. 
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Two  hundred  young  adults  attended 
throughout  the  day.  The  offering 
amounted  to  $70.96. 

The  cabinet  consists  of  five  mem- 
bers. J.  Herbert  Miller  is  president. 
—Mrs.  Mildred  I.  Wagner,  Bethel, 
Pa. 

District  Meeting,  First  West 
Virginia 

The  district  meeting  of  First  West 
Virginia  was  held  in  the  Petersburg 
church  Sept.  9-10.  Bro.  I.  S.  Long 
was  moderator,  J.  E.  Whitacre,  read- 
er, and  Galen  Fike,  writing  clerk. 
Brethren  J.  M.  Blough,  Ora  Delauter 
and  Rufus  King  were  the  guest 
speakers. 

All  of  the  congregations  were  rep- 
resented at  the  conference.  Results 
of  the  election  are  as  follows:  Stand- 
ing Committee  delegates,  M.  L.  Rig- 
gleman  and  Jesse  Arnold  Deacon; 
alternates,  Ellsworth  Harman  and 
Mrs.  Ruth  Whitacre;  moderator,  J. 
E.  Whitacre;  assistant  moderator,  D. 
B.  Spaid;  reader,  Samuel  Flora. 

The  entire  meeting  was  spiritual 
throughout.  We  were  glad  to  have 
with  us  two  of  our  aged  brethren, 
P.  I.  Garber  and  B.  W.  Smith,  who 
was  eighty-nine  years  old  on  Sept. 
4.  Brief  remarks  were  made  con- 
cerning his  life  as  a  church  leader 
in  our  district  by  E.  T.  Fike,  J.  E. 
Whitacre,  Mrs.  Ethel  Whitehair  and 
D.  B.  Spaid. 

Bro.  P.  I.  Garber  led  our  closing 
devotions. — Daniel  B.  Spaid,  acting 
writing  clerk. 

Middle  Indiana  District 
Conference 

The  1949  district  conference  of 
Middle  Indiana  was  held  at  Man- 
chester College,  Aug.  17-20.  The 
theme  of  the  conference  was  Lead 
On,  O  King  Eternal.  Rufus  and  Eva 
Bowman,  having  recently  returned 
from  the  deputation  trip,  gave  some 
timely  addresses.  W.  W.  Slabaugh 
was  in  charge  of  the  Bible  hour 
periods.  Greetings  from  the  grateful 
orphans  of  the  Konstancin  Orphan- 
age, near  Warsaw,  Poland,  were 
brought  by  the  daughters  of  Leonid 
and  Augusta  Jesakow,  Mary  and 
Lili.  This  family  housed  the  group 
who  stayed  in  Poland  some  weeks 
after  the  second  shipload  of  heifers 
for  Poland  were  delivered  there  in 
1946. 

Next  year  the  conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Spring  Creek  church. 
Delegates  elected  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  1950  were  Leonard  Cus- 
ter, Russell  Bollinger,  Russell  Wel- 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 

These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.    It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


I  think  it  is  a  grand   idea  to  have   the 
Messenger's  church  name  on  the  cover. — 
C.  H.  Wolgemuth,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
»      »       •      • 

Your  paper  is  one  of  the  most  inspiring 
of  any  religious  magazines  I  see.  My 
courage  is  renewed  whenever  the  Gospel 
Messenger  arrives.  —  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Hem- 
ingway, Washington,  D.  C. 

*  *       •       * 

As  I  have  compared  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger with  the  other  religious  papers,  I 
have  found  none  that  can  compare  with 
it  as  to  scope  of  practical  and  inspira- 
tional articles.  The  specific  instead  of 
general  suggestions  you  offer  are  some- 
thing found  in  few  other  places. — Paul  M. 
Shoger,   Oswego,  111. 

*     *     *     * 

The  Gospel  Messenger  which  you  have 
been  sending  to  me  because  I  am  a  hospital 
patient  quit  coming  recently.  It  has  been 
a  great  satisfaction  to  me  and  to  all  the 
other  men  in  the  ward  with  whom  I  share 
it.  I  like  very  much  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  church  and  I  like  to  see  an 
occasional  poem  of  mine  printed  in  the 
magazine.  It  is  printed  very  nicely.  I 
would  like  very  much  to  have  the  maga- 
zine continue  to  come  if  you  can  send  it 
to  me.  With  every  good  wish  to  you. — 
Chester  Lee  Thompson,  Medical  Lake, 
Wash. 

•  *      •      * 

In  the  May  14  issue  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger I  noticed  an  article  entitled  The 
Church's  Greatest  Enemy.  The  writer  says 
that  the  church's  greatest  enemy  is  the 
member  who  does  not  attend,  therefore 
does  not  understand  its  program.  I  would 
like  to  suggest  some  reasons  why  people 
do  not  attend  church:  (1)  The  pastor  does 
not  present  his  sermon  in  a  pleasing  way. 
He  talks  either  too  loud  or  too  low.  (2) 
The  pastor  preaches  only  about  money  and 
seems  to  be  trying  to  get  all  he  can  from 
the  members  who  are  there.  (3)  The  pastor 
uses  words  which  are  beyond  the  under- 
standing of  his  hearers.  He  is  educated, 
but  he  is  not  educated  in  the  right  way 
to  make  himself  understood  by  those  who 
listen. 

Some  times  the  difficulty  is  with  the 
members.  Some  members  do  not  live  ac- 
cording to  the  practices  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Others  who  see  their  lives  do  not 
come  to  church  because  they  feel  they 
are  hypocritical.  Some  members  of  the 
church  are  pious  on  Sunday,  but  in  their 
business  practices  they  are  not  honest. — 
Ora  Ostrander,  Shreveport,  La. 


Dear   Congressman: 

During  the  past  year  the  hearts  of 
all  true  Christians  have  been  saddened 
because  of  the  persecution  of  a  cardinal 
of  the  Catholic  faith.  Again  we  are'  hor- 
rified at  the  news  that  Bulgaria  has  moved 
against  fifteen  Protestant  clergymen.  Our 
newspapers  and  our  radios  are  loud  in 
their  denunciations  of  governments  which 
refuse  to  recognize  a  loyalty  higher  than 
that  to  one's  state.  It  is  right  that  we 
should  protest  the  flouting  of  religious 
liberty  wherever  it  is  found  and  against 
whosoever  it  is  directed. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  a  philosophy 
of  government  exists  in  our  world  which 
robs  people  of  all  liberty  of  thought  and 
action  in  every  area  of  life.  Every 
thoughtful  citizen  should  be  grateful  that 
the  accident  of  birth  or  the  incident  of 
fortune  has  made  of  them  a  citizen  of 
this  country.  But  as  a  mother  is  the 
most  deeply  pained  when  her  own  child 
is  ill,  so  am  I  the  most  deeply  hurt 
because  of  laws  in  the  land  I  love  which 
take  from  our  citizens  freedom  in  the 
matter  of  conscience. 

The  present  draft  law  makes  it  a  serious 
offense  for  a  minister,  or  any  person, 
to  read  from  Christ's  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  then  to  tell  a  young  man 
to  put  it  into  practice  literally. 

I  take  it  that  God  is  just  as  much 
concerned  about  the  young  men  we  are 
casting  into  prison  because  their  con- 
sciences refuse  to  operate  within  the  nar- 
row orbits  our  lawmakers  and  our  mili- 
tary men  have  defined  for  them,  as  he 
is  about  cardinals  or  clergymen  of  any 
church  in  any  land.  As  a  Christian  I 
dare  be  no  less  concerned.  I  want  the 
nations  of  the  world  to  seek  to  build 
upon  moral  principles  which  are  equally 
binding  upon  all  men  in  all  nations.  If 
religious  freedom  is  to  be  desired  in  one 
nation,  it  should  be  desired  in  all  nations. 
If  I  detest  throwing  men  into  prison  in 
other  lands  because  they  dare  to  be  true 
to  the  light  as  they  see  it,  the  more  I 
must  detest  it  here  because  I  am  the 
more  responsible  for  it  here  by  reason 
of  my  vote  and  my  freedom  to  voice  a 
protest  against  it. 

If  the  matter  being  publicized  in  regard 
to  the  church  in  Europe  is  really  a  matter 
of  religious  liberty,  then  let  us  first 
cleanse  the  inside  of  our  cup,  as  Christ 
once  told  some  other  leaders,  and  having 
cleansed  the  inside,  the  outside  will  shine 
with  such  a  gleaming  lustre  that  all  the 
world  will  want  what  we  here  have. — 
Ruth  B.   Statler,   Somerset,  Pa. 
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ler.  The  officers  elected  for  next 
year's  conference  were  Charles 
Oberlin,  moderator,  E.  Paul  Weaver, 
reader,  and  C.  Ray  Keim,  writing 
clerk. 

The  spirit  throughout  the  entire 
meeting  was  excellent.  —  L.  W. 
Shultz,  Milford,  Ind. 

Northeastern  Kansas  District 
Conference 

The  district  conference  of  North- 
eastern Kansas  met  Sept.  23-25  at 
the  Rock  Creek  church.  The  open- 
ing devotions  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  D.  W.  Kesler.  Guest  speakers 
from  outside  of  the  district  were 
Brethren  James  Elrod,  Charles 
Zunkel  and  Wendell  Flory. 

The  elders'  body  met  for  its  busi- 


ness session  on  Friday  morning.  The 
business  session  of  the  conference 
was  in  the  afternoon.  During  the 
supper  hour  on  Friday,  Bro.  Wendell 
Flory  gave  an  interesting  explana- 
tion of  the  Three  Phases  of  Brethren 
Service. 

The  moderator's  address,  The 
Lure  of  the  Unfinished,  was  deliv- 
ered Friday  evening  by  A.  Blair 
Helman  of  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  elders, 
women's  work  and  men's  work 
groups  met.  Saturday  evening 
Charles  Zunkel  challenged  both  pas- 
tors and  lay  members  with  the  mes- 
sage, When  Church  and  Pastors 
Work  Together. 

During  the  Sunday-school  hour  on 
Sunday,  James  Elrod  gave  a  temper- 
ance message,  followed  with  the  ser- 


mon  by  Wendell  Flory,  missionary 
to   China. 

The  conference  closed  Sunday  af- 
ternoon with  an  installation  and 
dedication  program,  led  by  the  mod- 
erator. 

Twenty-seven  delegates  from  six- 
teen congregations  were  present. 
One  congregation  was  not  repre- 
sented. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
election:  Moderator  for  1950,  Hylton 
Harman,  reading  clerk,  Floyd  Jar- 
boe,  Standing  Committee  delegate, 
A.  Blair  Helman,  alternate,  D.  W. 
Kesler. 

The  conference  next  year  will  be 
held  in  the  Navarre  church,  Kansas. 
— L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

"Words  We  Soy" 

Often  we  talk  much  and  say  little. 
If  each  of  us  would  repeat  Psa.  19: 14 
many  times  during  the  day,  I  am 
confident  things  would  go  smoother. 
"Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and 
the  meditation  of  my  heart,  be  ac- 
ceptable in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my 
strength,  and  my  redeemer." 

Often  we  speak  when  we  should 
listen  and  be  silent.  "A  word  fitly 
spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in 
pictures  of  silver"  (Prov.  25:  11). 

After  we  have  spoken  harsh  or 
unkind  words,  they  cannot  be  re- 
called. Would  we  say  the  same 
words  if  Jesus  were  standing  in  per- 
son beside  us?  Let  us  stop,  think 
and  listen,  and  ask  God's  guidance  in 
the  words  we  say.  —  Mrs.  Melvin 
Funk,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

A  Plebiscite  for  War  Suggested 

The  most  vital  issue  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  the 
world  today  is  the  threat  of  another 
war  more  terrible  than  all  previous 
wars  combined.  It  is  unjust  to  com- 
pel innocent  men  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  on  battlefields,  at  the  discretion 
of  less  than  one  tenth  of  one  per 
cent  of  our  population  who  put  us 
into  war. 

It  is  this  small  per  cent  who  are 
the  instigators  of  wars  and  for 
whose  benefit  wars  are  fought.  They 
are  beyond  military  age  and  know 
full  well  they  are  exempt  from 
military  service  under  the  present 
regime. 

We  suggest  an  amendment  to  our 
Constitution  and  the  World  Charter, 
giving  the  people  a  direct  voice  in 
all  issues  pertaining  to  war  to  the 
effect  that  before  any  war  is  de- 
clared a  plebiscite  or  referendum  of 
all  voters,  including  those  from  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  be  taken.  The 
vote    should     be     compulsory     and 


Size  of 

Number  of 

congregation 

congregations 

3-  25  members 

40 

26-  60 

158 

61-125 

282 

126-200 

219 

201-300 

139 

301-500 

121 

500-  up 

51 

Our  Evangelistic  Record 

A.  L.  Maust  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  points  out  some  interesting  facts 
concerning  evangelism  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

He  has  compiled  the  following  statistics: 

Percentage  remaining  Percentage  making 

unchanged  or  losing  gains  in  membership 
membership 

82  18 

64  36 

48  52 

42  58 

43  57 
42  58 
20  80 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  congregations  above  500  made  the 
largest  percentage  gains  whereas  those  that  were  quite  small  had  the 
poorest  record;  eighty  per  cent  of  our  largest  churches  gained  whereas 
eighty-two  per  cent  of  our  smallest  churches  lost  membership  or  remained 
unchanged.  Churches  with  less  than  sixty  members  seem  to  be  having  a 
difficult  time  of  it  as  far  as  membership  increases  go.  When  they  get  to  be 
above  a  hundred,  they  do  better  evangelistically. 

The  breakdown  does  not  indicate  which  are  rural  and  which  are  urban 
churches.  If  it  is  correct  that  most  of  our  larger  churches  are  urban  then 
it  would  appear  that  we  are  doing  somewhat  better  evangelistically  in  our 
urban  churches  than  in  our  rural  churches.  There  are  exceptions  to  this, 
however. 

Bro.  Maust's  report  indicated  further  that  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  are 
the  two  states  which  surpassed  all  others  in  the  number  of  new  members 
added  to  the  church  last  year. 


registered,  and  if  a  majority  should 
vote  in  favor  of  preparedness  (con- 
scription) those  so  voting  should 
thereby  immediately  constitute 
themselves  members  of  the  military 
to  serve  on  battlefields  (regardless  of 
age).  Thus,  those  responsible  for 
wars  would  fight  them  instead  of 
compelling  innocent  men  to  serve 
and  die  in  their  stead  and  for  their 
sins. — Nathan  H.  Heston,  Nampa, 
Idaho,  who  lost  a  son  in  the  last 
'war. 

Middle  Missouri  District  Meeting 

The  district  meeting  of  Middle 
Missouri  was  held  in  the  Warrens- 
burg  church,  Oct.  1-3. 

Much  inspiration  was  brought  to 
this  conference  by  the  following 
guest  speakers:  Bro.  D.  W.  Bittinger, 
editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  Bro. 
W.  W.  Peters,  president  of  McPher- 
son  College,  Bro.  James  H.  Elrod  of 
McPherson,  Kansas,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Western  Region,  and 
Prof.  R.  F.  Wood  of  the  State  Teach- 
ers College,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

The  men  in  their  meeting  voted 
to  start  a  district  loan  fund  for  those 
entering  the  ministry. 

L.  L.  McWhorter,  moderator,  was 
in  charge  of  the  business  session. 

W.  H.  Bray  was  chosen  as  our 
delegate  to  Standing  Committee  for 


the  1950  conference. 
Leeton,  Mo. 


Ira  Saxton, 


Anniversary 

and    Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Flory  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  on  Nov. 
8,    1949.     A   reception    was    given   in   their 


honor  at  the  Cedar  Creek  church.  The  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Glen  Mulligan,  conducted  a  short 
service  of  Scripture,  poems  and  prayer. 
The  ladies  of  the  church  served  refresh- 
ments. The  couple  received  many  lovely 
gifts  and  greetings. 

Bro.  Flory  was  born  at  North  English, 
Iowa,  and  Sister  Flory,  the  former  Lydia 
Alice  Garber,  was  born  near  Portland,  Ind. 

The  couple  were  married  at  Portland, 
Ind.,  Nov.  8,  1899,  by  Elder  W.  K.  Simmons 
of  Union  City,  Ind.  They  have  six  children 
and   twelve  grandchildren. 

They  have  both  been  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  an  early  age, 
and  have  been  very  active  in  the  work  of 
the  church. 


JANUARY     28,     1950 


27 


After  having  been  called  to  the  ministry, 
Bro.  Flory  spent  four  years  at  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  and  has  served  pastor- 
ates in  the  following  churches:  Batavia, 
Polo,  Rockford  and  Naperville,  111.,  Root 
River,  Minn.,  and  Cedar  Creek,  Ind. 

In  1944,  after  twenty-five  years  of  pastor- 
al work,  they  retired  from  the  active  min- 
istry; however,  they  are  still  active  in  the 
church  and  community. — Leah  Hogue,  La- 
otto,  Ind. 

Fiftieth  Anniversary- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  W.  Moyers  of  Ames, 
Okla.,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary on  Nov.  13,  1949.    A  special  pro- 


gram was  given  in  their  honor  in  the  Ames 
church  by  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother 
and  Sister  Virgil  Weimer.  Following  a 
family  dinner,  open  house  was  held  where 
friends  called  to  offer  their  congratulations 
and  best  wishes  and  present  them  with 
gifts. 

Bro.  Moyers  was  born  near  Peck,  Kan- 
sas, in  1879,  and  Sister  Moyers,  the  former 
Florence  Smith,  was  born  near  Pawnee 
City,  Nebr.,  in  1878.  The  couple  were 
married  Nov.  15,  1899,  in  Ames,  by  Bro. 
Emmanuel  J.  Smith,  brother  of  Mrs.  Moy- 
ers. 

Brother  and  Sister  Moyers  have  lived 
most  of  their  married  life  in  or  near  Ames 
and  Enid,   Okla.,   and  McPherson,  Kansas. 

Their  four  children  are  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Noel  Hedges  and  Raymond  of  Drummond, 
Okla.,  Mrs.  B.  L.  Freed  of  Homestead, 
Okla.,  and  Mrs.  Ted  Sturgeon  of  Ames, 
Okla.  They  also  have  eleven  grandchil- 
dren, two  great-grandchildren  and  a  foster 
son,  Millard  Provolt  of  Enid,  Okla. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moyers  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Ames  church. — Mrs.  B.  L. 
Freed,  Homestead,   Okla. 

Blood-Miller.— Hollis  C.  Blood  and  Helen 
Eloise  Miller,  Dec.  7,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — John  B.  Wieand,  Ce- 
dar Rapids,  Iowa. 

Byer-Shively. — Robert  J.  Byer  of  Kim- 
mel,  Ind.,  and  Lois  Shively  of  Churubusco, 
Ind.,  Nov.  19,  1949,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murry  Shive- 
ly, by  the  undersigned. — T.  G.  Weaver, 
Columbia  City,  Ind. 

Grandle-Conner. — Paul  Grandle  of  Mc- 
Cune,  Kansas,  and  Joan  Conner  of  Chero- 
kee, Kansas,  Nov.  19,  1949,  at  the  Osage 
church  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Francis  L.  Shenefelt,  McCune,  Kansas. 

Haynes-Lewis. — George  R.  Haynes  and 
Winifred  Lewis,  both  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
in  the  Stover  Memorial  church,  Dec.  18, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Dale  Brown, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Huni-Lavy. — Mearl  P.  Hunt  and  Joyclyn 
A.  Lavy,  both  of  Arcanum,  Ohio,  in  the 
Wabash  City  parsonage,  Nov.  19,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned.— W.  C.  Stinebaugh,  Wa- 
bash, Ind. 

Jennings-Blickensiaff .  —  Merle  Jennings 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Martha  Mae 
Blickenstaff,  Dec.  17,  1949,  in  Topeka,  Kan- 
sas, by  the  undersigned.— Dan  L.  Blicken- 
staff, Chicago,  111. 

Kutz-Natale.— Allen  J.  Kutz  of  Summit 
Station,   Pa.,   and    Stefannie   A.   Natale   of 


Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  Dec.  17,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — George  G.  Sny- 
der, Bethel,  Pa. 

Loughin-Lichly. — George  O.  Loughin  of 
Downingtown,  Pa.,  and  Marion  Lichty  of 
Glenmore,  Pa.,  in  the  Coventry  church, 
May  21,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  How- 
ard Keiper,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Mariin-Helmer. — Ernest  Martin  of  Lud- 
low Falls,  Ohio,  and  Barbara  Helmer  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  at  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Dec.  21,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Dean  L.  Frantz,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

Mishler-Rush.— Lloyd  C.  Mishler  of  Mid- 
dlebury,  Ind.,  and  Ruth  N.  Rush  of  Howe, 
Ind.,  in  the  English  Prairie  church,  Ind., 
Oct.  30,  1949,  by  the  undersigned.— J.  S. 
Zigler,  Howe,  Ind. 

Musselman-Mounlain. — Charles  A.  Mus- 
selman  of  Claysburg,  Pa.,  and  Barbara  J. 
Mountain  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  the  Leamers- 
ville  church,  Dec.  24,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— J.  Stanley  Earhart,  E.  Freedom, 
Pa. 

Warnke-Rubinkam. — Wallace  Warnke  of 
Salome,  Ariz.,  and  Wilhelmina  Rubinkam 
of  Beverly  Shores,  Ind.,  Dec.  1,  1949,  in  the 
Michigan  City  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Darrel  C.  Fryman,  Michigan  City, 
Ind. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Bernard  Wilbur  Huff 

Bernard  Wilbur,  son  of  John  H.  and 
Martha  Cline  Huff,  was  born  at  Ft.  Defi- 
ance, Va.,  Jan.  22,  1884,  and  died  at  his 
home  Sept.  23,  1949. 
He  received  his 
education  from  the 
Augusta  County 
public  schools,  Au- 
gusta Military 
Academy  and 
Bridgewater  Col- 
lege. 


In  1908  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Lucretia  Wise. 
To  this  union  were 
born  four  children. 
Early  in  life  he 
united  with  the 
church.  In  1907  he 
was  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon  and 
served  the  church  faithfully  in  this  ca- 
pacity until  1920,  when  the  church  called 
him  to  the  ministry.  In  1935  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  eldership.  Besides  serving  as 
a  free  minister  in  his  congregation,  he 
also  served  the  White  Hill  congregation  as 
pastor  and  elder  for  several  years. 


Bro.  Huff  taught  school  several  years 
and  was  especially  interested  in  weekday 
religious  education.  He  served  as  trus- 
tee of  Bridgewater  College  for  several 
years.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  help- 
ing organize  the  Augusta  Rockingham 
Bank  in  Mt.  Sidney  and  served  as  its 
president  from  the  time  it  was  organized 
until  it  was  merged  with  the  Weyers  Cave 
Bank.  He  also  helped  organize  and  served 
for  several  years  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Augusta  Co-operative  Farm  Bureau. 

Those  surviving  are:  his  wife;  four  chil- 
dren, Gladys  Huff  at  home,  Mrs.  Walter  R. 
Switzer  of  Staunton,  Va.,  Mrs.  Garland  F. 
Miller  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Griffith  B. 
Huff  of  Stuarts  Draft,  Va.;  four  grandchil- 
dren, four  sisters  and  one  brother,  Mrs. 
Erne  Cline  of  Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  Mrs.  Elsie 
Click  of  Des  Plaines,  111.,  Mrs.  Fern  Meyer- 
hoffer  of  Dayton,  Va.,  Mrs.  Icie  Diehl  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  Mr.  Howard  Huff  of 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Pleasant  Valley  church,  Weyers  Cave,  Va., 
by  Brethren  M.  R.  Wolfe  and  Boyd  E. 
Cupp.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  ad- 
joining the  church. — Mrs.  Boyd  Cupp, 
Staunton,  Va. 

James  H.  Force 

James  H.,  son  of  Jeremiah  S.  and  Caro- 
line H.  Force,  was  born  March  31,  1869,  in 
Kankakee,  111.,  and  passed  away  Oct.  13, 
1949,  at  his  home,  Scott  City,  Kansas. 

In  1891  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sarah  Evelynia  Helsel,  who  survives  him. 
To  this  union  nine  children  were  born. 
Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
Brother  and  Sister  Force  come  from  Ness 
County  to  make  their  home  in  western 
Kansas.  Soon  after  this,  Bro.  Force  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1907 
he  was  installed  as  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1915  he  was 
ordained  to  the  eldership.  He  has  served 
faithfully  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  for 
many  years,  ministering  at  the  Prairie 
View  church,  near  Friend,  Kansas,  and 
Scott  City,  Kansas,  and  in  Oregon. 

For  sixteen  years  he  served  as  probate 
judge  of  Scott  City.  He  retired  from  this 
service  in  1949.  His  life  was  filled  with 
many  good  deeds. 

He  is  survived  by  the  following:  eight 
children,  Alfred  L.  of  Modena,  Utah,  Nor- 
man H.  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  James  M.  of  San 
Mateo,  Calif.,  Kenneth  O.  of  New  York,  N. 
Y.,  Olen  H.  of  Vancouver,  Wash.,  Mrs. 
Carol  Getker  of  Panaca,  Nev.,  Mrs.  Avis 
Young  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Rodenbeek,  both  of 
Scott  City;  sixteen  grandchildren;  and 
eleven  great-grandchildren.  A  son,  Eth- 
ridge  L.,  preceded  him  in  death. 

Burial  was  in  the  local  cemetery. — Ed- 
ward L.  Murray,  Friend,  Kansas. 
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Abram  S.  Thomas 
Abram  Sager,  son  of  Elder  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Swope  Thomas,  was  born  at 
Spring  Creek,  Va., 
Sept.  25,  1859.  and 
died  at  Dayton,  Va., 
Aug.  29,  1949.  He 
received  his  early- 
education  at  the 
public  school  in  his 
home  community. 
In  1879  he  became  a 
member  of  the 
Beaver  Creek 
Church  of  the 
Brethren.  In  1880, 
when  Bridgewater 
College  began  op- 
eration as  Spring 
Creek  Normal,  he 
became  one  of  its 
first  students. 

In  1882  he  was  married  to  Annie  Eliza- 
beth Sanger.  The  couple  established  their 
home  on  the  Thomas  farm  in  the  Beaver 
Creek  congregation,  where  they  lived  for 
more  than  fifty  years. 

Bro.  Thomas  served  in  the  office  of  dea- 
con for  ten  years.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
to  the  ministry.  He  served  the  Beaver 
Creek  congregation  throughout  most  of  his 
ministry.  During  his  more  active  years  he 
held  many  evangelistic  meetings.  He 
served  the  Second  District  of  Virginia  ten 
times  as  the  conference  moderator  and 
fourteen  times  as  delegate  to  Standing 
Committee.  He  traveled  many  miles  in 
serving  the  district's  mission  territory  in 
the  mountains  of  West  Virginia.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  in  1942,  Bro.  Thomas 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  J.  Wilbur  of 
Dayton,  Va.  Bro.  Thomas  is  also  survived 
by  four  other  children,  Mrs.  Susan  Cath- 
erine Frye  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Mrs.  Mary 
Alice  Miller  of  Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  Mrs.  Effie 
Elizabeth  Miller  of  Troutville,  Va.,  and 
Frank  E.  of  Bridegwater,  Va.;  and  nine 
grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchil- 
dren. " 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Beaver 


Creek  church  by  three  ministers  of  the 
home  congregation,  Brethren  S.  D.  Glick, 
E.  S.  Coffman  and  F.  Wise  Driver.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church. — D.    H.    Miller,    Troutville,    Va. 

Savannah  Myers 

Savannah  Myers,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  E.  Sellers  Baum,  was  born  Dec.  28, 
1871,  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  died  Feb.  7, 
1949,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jessie  Lehman  of 
York,   Pa. 

She  united  with 
the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years 
and  had  been  a 
member  of  the  New 
Fairview  congrega- 
tion for  the  past 
thirty-three  years. 

In    1898    she    was 
united    in   marriage 
to   Andrew   N.    My- 
ers,   who    preceded 
her  in  death  sixteen 
years   ago.    To   this   union   were   born   six 
children,  three  of  whom  preceded  her  in 
death. 

She  is  survived  by  the  following:  three 
children,  Mrs.  Myles  Lehman,  George  F. 
and  Calvin  A.;  two  brothers,  William  and 
John  Baum;  one  sister,  Ellen  Bahn;  and 
eight  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld- 
er Michael  Markey  and  Bro  Murray  Leh- 
man in  the  New  Fairview  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church.— N.  F.  Reber,  R.  8,  York,  Pa. 

Cable,  Myrtle  R.,  was  born  in  Ohio  Aug. 
9,  1889,  and  died  Nov.  15,  1949,  in  the 
Yakima  hospital.  She  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  Alonzo  Cable.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  having  served  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  office  of  deacon.  She  is  sur- 
vived  by   three   sons,   two   daughters,    one 
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To  own  an  annuity  bond,  one  does  not  need  to  be  rich.  Many 
who  hold  our  annuity  contracts,  from  $500  on  up,  are  members  of 
modest  means.    They  have  found  our  annuity  plan  attractive  for: 

•  It  guarantees  annuity  payments  to  them  semiannually;  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  not-  missed  a  payment  since  issuing 
the  first  annuity  in  1897. 

•  It  frees  them  from  the  perplexing  problems  of  reinvesting  funds. 

•  It  makes  it  easy  for  them  to  provide  that  any  residue  of  funds 
after  death  shall  go  to  advance  the  cause  of  their  selection 
within  the  program  of  the  church. 

Members  of  the  church  have  invested  $2,218,468  in  our  an- 
nuity bonds.  If  you  would  like  the  security  and  satisfaction  they 
acknowledge,  write  today  for  complete  information.  You  will  not 
be  obligated. 

clip  here  and  mail 

General  Brotherhood  Board 

Department  S 

22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  IU. 

Please  send  full  information  concerning  your  Annuity  Plan. 

Name   

Address  

Date  of  birth  


brother  and  thirteen  grandchildren. — Ward 
E.  Pratt,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Doll,  George  William,  son  of  the  late 
Joseph  W.  and  Malinda  Rotruck  Doll,  was 
born  at  Antioch,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  15,  1874,  and 
died  Nov.  30.  1949.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Lillie  Rotruck  Doll;  four  daughters; 
two  grandsons;  two  sisters  and  three  broth- 
ers. He  was  a  member  of  the  Knobley 
church  for  twenty  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  L.  H.  Fike  and  B.  B.  Lud- 
wick. — B.  B.  Ludwick,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Dunkle,  Walter  Edward,  son  of  Simon 
and  Ida  Stone  Dunkle,  was  born  May  28, 
1893,  in  Snake  Spring  Township,  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1949,  at  his 
home  in  Snake  Spring  Township.  On 
Sept.  10,  1917,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Lillian  Redinger.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  children,  one  sister  and  three 
brothers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Snake 
Spring  Valley  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Shoemaker  funeral  home 
by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was  in 
the  Everett  cemetery. — Mrs.  Phebe  Shuss, 
Everett,  Pa. 

Fanning,  Ernest  D.,  son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  Fanning,  was  born  April  4,  1881, 
in  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  died  Dec. 
8,  1949,  at  his  home  near  Argos,  Ind.  He 
was  married  to  Clara  Miller  of  North  Man- 
chester. He  was  a  member  of  the  Walnut 
congregation  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons, 
two  daughters,  twelve  grandchildren,  two 
great-grandchildren  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Walnut 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Elder  C.  C.  Cripe  of  Milford,  Ind.  Burial 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Elder  T.  G. 
Weaver,  Columbia  City,  Ind. 

Halierman,  Jacob  Charles,  son  of  Jack- 
son and  Amanda  Halterman,  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1878,  in  Lower  Cove,  W.  Va.,  and 
died  Dec.  3,  1949,  near  Needmore,  W.  Va. 
He  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  His  wife  and  one  daughter  pre- 
ceded him  in  death.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Mt.  View  church  by  Elder  J.  C.  Kohne,  as- 
sisted by  Elder  L.  H.  Miller.  Interment 
was  in  the  Mt.  View  cemetery. — Naomi  D. 
Kohne,  Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Hougendougler,  William  Harry,  son  of 
John  and  Rachel  Hougendougler,  was  born 
July  26,  1873,  in  Henry  County,  Mo.,  and 
died  Nov.  9,  1949.  On  Dec.  25,  1892,  he  was 
married  to  Betty  Holmes  and  to  this  union 
were  born  six  children.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  nine  months  ago.  He  is  survived  by 
three  children,  three  sisters,  one  brother, 
three  grandchildren  and  five  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Bear  Creek  Methodist  church  by  Breth- 
ren A.  W.  Argabright  and  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Bear  Creek  cemetery. — L. 
L.  McWherter,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Karns,  Minnie  Alice,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Harriett  Landis  Bowman,  died  at  her 
home  in  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Nov.  29,  1949,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  On  Nov.  6, 
1886,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Isaac 
J.  Karns  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  children.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, two  brothers  and  one  son,  Lon  R. 
Karns,  who  is  a  minister  in  the  Happy 
Corner  church.  Sister  Karns  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Trotwood  church.  Services 
were  held  at  the  Trotwood  church  by  the 
undersigned. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood, 
Ohio. 

Koonlz,  Kathryn,  wife  of  David  Koontz, 
died  in  the  Memorial  hospital,  Pottstown, 
Pa.,  Sept.  6,  1949,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
She  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  having  become  a  member 
at  an  early  age  in  the  Royersford  congre- 
gation. Funeral  services  were  held  by  her 
pastor,  Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper,  assisted  by 
Bro.  William  G.  Nyce  of  the  Harmonyville 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Mingo 
church  cemetery. — D.  Howard  Keiper, 
Pottstown,  Pa. 

Kyle,  Ida  J.,  daughter  of  the  late  Peter 
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and  Barbara  Wissinger  Keiper,  was  born  in 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  March  30,  1872,  and  died 
Dec.  3,  1949.  Her  husband,  Michael  M. 
Kyle,  died  in  1926.  Mrs.  Kyle  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  church  and  an  active 
member  of  the  women's  Bible  class.  She  is 
survived  by  five  sons,  four  daughters, 
twenty  grandchildren,  eight  great-grand- 
children and  four  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church 
by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson.  Interment  was  in 
Headrick's  cemetery. — Emelia  Gran  Stray- 
er,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Wampler,  Mary  E.  A.,  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Mary  W.  Andes,  was  born  May  15, 
1867,  near  Timberville,  Va.,  and  died  Nov. 
6,  1949,  at  her  home  near  Broadway,  Va. 
In  1901  she  was  married  to  John  Samuel 
Wampler,  who  died  in  1947.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Linville  Creek 
church.  She  is  survived  by  one  son  and  two 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  Bro.  Robert  D.  Hoover  and  Elder  John 
C.  Myers.  Interment  was  in  the  Linville 
Creek  cemetery  near  by. — Mark  R.  Wam- 
pler, Broadway,  Va. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


Pennsylvania 

Mechanicsburg. — Since  the  death  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  our  church  has 
been  having  supply  preachers  until  we  are 
able  to  secure  a  pastor.  We  held  our  love 
feast  and  communion  on  Oct.  2.  Bro.  Ralph 
H.  Frey  of  Elizabethtown  preached  the  ex- 
amination sermon  and  officiated  at  the 
communion  service,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ira 
M.  Hart,  our  elder.  Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich 
of  Annville  conducted  our  evangelistic 
services  Nov.  6-20.  As  a  result  of  these 
special  services,  two  persons  were  received 
by  baptism  and  five  by  letter.  Our  church 
is  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  family  of  DPs. 
One  of  our  brethren  has  built  this  family 
a  house  and  plans  to  give  the  man  work  on 
his  farm.  The  children  of  the  Sunday 
school  packed  twenty-one  friendship  pack- 
ets, which  were  sent  to  children  abroad. 
The  women  of  our  church  sent  twelve 
pieces  for  peace.  The  children  will  present 
their  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  18.  A 
church  Christmas  social  has  been  planned 
for  the  evening  of  Dec.  19  at  which  time 
a  program  will  be  presented  and  the  treats 
for  the  children  will  be  distributed.  Our 
church  has  done  extensive  remodeling  and 
we  are  planning  to  have  our  dedication 
service  in  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Herman 
J.  Bowser,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

New  Enterprise. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Oct.  16.  In  the  afternoon  preceding  the 
love  feast  three  persons  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  On  Oct.  23  the  cor- 
nerstone of  the  new  church  was  laid  with 
an  appropriate  service  with  Bro.  T.  F. 
Henry  as  the  guest  speaker.  Other  minis- 
ters of  the  community  also  took  part  in 
the  service.  A  rededication  of  the  Water- 
side church  was  held  Nov.  6  with  Bro.  G. 
E.  Yoder,  a  former  pastor,  as  the  speaker. 
The  following  evening  Bro.  Harvey  Kline 
of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  began  a  week's 
meeting  in  the  Salemville  church.  Many 
homes  were  visited.  There  were  seven  de- 
cisions for  Christ  during  the  meetings  and 
five  later.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  was  with 
us  for  a  Bible  institute  during  the  follow- 
ing week  end  and  three  more  decided  for 
Christ.  Jan.  2  will  mark  the  close  of  the 
fourth  year  of  Bro.  Cletus  S.  Myers'  serv- 
ing as  our  pastor.  During  this  period  101 
persons  have  been  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  Our  elder,  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler, 
held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  at 
Natrona  Heights  recently  and  Bro.  Myers 
held  a  similar  meeting  at  the  Holsinger 
church  in  the  Dunnings  Creek  congrega- 
tion. Two  of  our  families  have  taken  Ger- 
man students  into  their  homes  and  they 
are  adapting  themselves  quite  well  to 
American  life. — Sara  G.  Replogle,  New 
Enterprise,  Pa. 

Rockwood. — Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  do- 
ing splendid  work  under  the  direction  of 


our  president,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Saylor.  Our 
men's  group  launched  the  Lord's  acre  as 
their  project  this  summer  and  sowed  thirty 
acres  of  buckwheat.  Our  church  made  a 
donation  to  the  Okeechobee  church  for  the 
disaster  caused  by  the  hurricane  there.  We 
met  in  council  on  Sept.  13  for  the  election 
of  church  officers.  The  installation  service 
was  conducted  the  following  Sunday  by 
the  pastor.  Our  love  feast  and  communion 
service  was  held  Oct.  9.  Our  church  at- 
tendance has  increased  and  we  anticipate 
a  greater  ingathering  in  the  year  ahead. — 
Mrs.  Walter  F.  Berkebile,  Rockwood,  Pa. 

Spring  Run. — Bro.  Daniel  Haldeman,  Jr., 
served  as  our  summer  pastor,  returning  to 
Bethany  Seminary  in  the  fall.  The  young 
people  have  been  very  active  in  their  en- 
tire program.  Their  local  project  is  im- 
proving the  No.  6  schoolhouse  which  is 
owned  by  them  and  used  as  their  place  of 
meeting.  At  present  they  are  raising 
money  to  buy  a  furnace  for  it.  Our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Henry  Esbensen,  and  his  fam- 
ily arrived  Sept.  4  and  have  taken  up  the 
work  with  enthusiasm.  Our  home-coming 
was  held  Sept.  11  with  Bro.  Luther  Harsh- 
barger  as  the  speaker.  We  held  our  com- 
munion on  Oct.  1  and  on  Oct.  2  Rev.  Poul- 
son  occupied  the  pulpit  in  the  interest  of 
the  Men's  Dry  League.  Our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  at  Woodbury  Oct.  18 
and  19  were  the  pastor  and  Mrs.  L.  G.  Dun- 
mire.  Our  evangelistic  services  were  held 
Oct.  23 — Nov.  6  with  our  local  ministers 
and  our  pastor  preaching  the  first  week 
and  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  of  Johnstown  the 
second  week.  As  a  result  of  these  meet- 
ings, eight  persons  were  baptized  and  one 
awaits  the  rite.  Our  congregation  joined 
with  the  other  churches  of  the  locality  in 
a  union  Thanksgiving  service  held  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Twenty-five  Christ- 
mas towel  bundles  were  sent  by  classes 
and  individuals.  Our  women's  work  group 
joined   the   district   women's   work   in   the 


soap  project,  contributing  about  165  cakes. 
The  aid  society  held  a  successful  chicken 
supper  and  bazaar  on  Dec.  3.  A  number  of 
our  singers  are  joining  in  the  county- wide 
presentation  of  Handel's  Messiah  on  Dec. 
6. — Mrs.  Loyd  G.  Dunmire,  Mattawana,  Pa. 
Tyrone. — Sister  Marie  Stanley  and  the 
pastor,  Bro.  M.  J.  Weaver,  served  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  which  was 
held  in  the  Woodbury  church  in  October. 
Both  the  women's  work  and  the  men's 
work  have  been  organized  during  the  past 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  .  . 

This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  References  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow,  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296,  Buchanan,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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We  have  in  our  stockroom  an  oversupply  of  a  number  of 
good  usable  Brethren  books.  We  want  you  to  have  the 
benefit  of  these  books,  each  of  which  carries  its  own  dis- 
tinctive value.   Accordingly  we  make  this  offer: 

For  every  full  dollar  sent  to  us  during  February 
for  other  Brethren  books  you  will  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  copy  of  any  one  of  these  six  titles  named 
below  for  only  35  cents.  Please  give  alternate 
choices,  numbering  your  order  of  preference. 

Title  Author  Regular  Price 

Basic    Belief    Edward  Frantz $1.25 

Brethren  Preaching  Today  .  .  32  Brethren  Ministers  $2.00 

His  Days  and  Ours C.  C.  Ellis   $1.00 

The  Mastery  of  the  Master  .  .DeWitt  Miller $1.00 

The  Teacher's  Appreciation 

of  the  Old  Testament  ...  .J.  Hugh  Heckman   . .    90c 

Munition  Maker  of  Galilee  .  .Ralph  Byers $1.00 


Brethren  Publishing  House  .  .  Elgin.  Illinois 
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year.  The  church  has  had  a  deeper  inter- 
est in  missions  since  they  assumed  the 
support  of  Sister  Laura  Sewell  of  India 
last  spring.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  conducted 
our  evangelistic  services  the  first  two 
weeks  of  October.  Ten  persons  were  bap- 
tized the  following  evening.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  Oct.  23.  We  are  happy  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Blough  living  in 
our  midst  and  are  grateful  for  the  help 
and  inspiration  they  give  us. — Mrs.  M.  J. 
Weaver,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Upper  Claar. — Our  church  started  its 
new  Sunday-school  year  on  Oct.  2  with  a 
record  attendance.  The  church  sent  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  and  Chester  Musselman 
as  delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  On 
Oct.  23  Bro.  Elmer  Hoover  of  Elizabeth- 
town  preached  for  us.  On  Oct.  30  Brother 
and  Sister  Border  of  Flintstone,  Md., 
preached  both  morning  and  evening  and 
on  Nov.  6  Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter  of  Leamers- 
ville  preached  for  us.  On  Nov.  7  Bro.  J. 
Stanley  Earhart  of  Leamersville  began  a 
two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting.  We  had 
special  music  by  groups  from  the  Carson 
Valley,  Henrietta  and  Leamersville 
churches  and  by  individuals  from  several 
adjoining  churches.  Bro.  Earhart  visited 
in  ninety  different  homes  and  preached 
two  sermons  at  union  chapel.  As  a  result 
of  the  meetings,  ten  persons  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  We  held  our  fall 
love  feast  Nov.  20  with  the  largest  attend- 
ance in  many  years. — Stella  Walter,  Clays- 
burg,  Pa. 

Upper  Conewago. — Bro.  Olen  B.  Landis 
of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  was  with  us  in  an 
evangelistic  meeting  Nov.  6-20.  Two  per- 
sons have  been  baptized  as  a  result  of  these 


meetings.  Elders  Henry  Miller  of  Me- 
chanicsburg  and  James  Sellers  of  Spring 
Grove  have  been  recent  guest  speakers. 
Elder  Edward  Wingert  of  the  Back  Creek 
congregation  brought  the  sermon  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  Mummert  house. 
— Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East  Berlin.  Pa. 

West  Conestoga. — At  our  last  council 
Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Harnly  and  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Alvin  Bollinger  were  in- 
stalled as  deacons.  Elder  Ralph  Jones  of 
Trappe  preached  our  harvest-home  sermon. 
The  Maple  Grove  male  chorus  presented 
a  musical  program.  The  Berean  Bible  class 
entertained  the  Neffsville  orphans  at  a 
picnic.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
were  Brethren  Henry  Wenger,  Bard  Krei- 
der  and  Harvey  Markley.  Bro.  Christ  Gib- 
bel  delivered  a  missionary  message.  On 
Sept.  28  the  women's  work  meeting  was 
held  at  Middle  Creek.  The  women  donated 
over  1,000  pieces  of  soap  and  600  pieces  of 
material  for  relief.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
Oct.  1  and  2  with  Brethren  Howard  Mer- 
key,  David  Gibbel  and  Milton  Hershey  as 
the  guest  speakers.  Bro.  Merkey  officiated. 
The  a  cappella  male  chorus  from  East 
Petersburg  held  a  sacred  hymn  sing  spon- 
sored by  the  Gleaners'  class.  The  mission- 
ary meeting  in  conection  with  the  district 
meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  was  held 
in  the  Middle  Creek  church.  Our  annual 
Bible  institute  was  held  Nov.  6  with  Bro. 
Elmer  Hoover  of  Elizabethtown  as  our  in- 
structor. The  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
and  home-coming  of  the  Middle  Creek 
church  was  held  Nov.  13  with  Elders  Sam- 
uel Hess,  Ralph  Schlosser  and  Frank  Carp- 
er as  the  guest  speakers.  Several  persons 
from  our  men's  work  group  went  to  Camp 


Swatara  to  aid  in  the  building  project. 
Bro.  Harry  Doner  of  Akron  delivered  the 
Thanksgiving  message.  Our  women's  aid 
society  held  their  annual  sale  the  first 
week  in  December.  On  Christmas  night 
we  expect  to  present  a  Christmas  program. 
— Emma  L.  Zook.  Lititz,  Pa. 

Woodbury. — We  had  evangelistic  meet- 
ings at  each  church  house  during  the  last 
three  months.  Bro.  S.  G.  Meyer  from 
Fredericksburg,  Eastern  District,  was  the 
evangelist  at  the  Holsinger  church;  Bro. 
David  H.  Markey,  pastor  of  the  Westmont 
church  in  Johnstown,  at  the  Curryville 
church  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  M.  Snavely, 
at  the  Woodbury  church.  As  a  result  of 
the  meetings,  twelve  persons  were  bap- 
tized. Brother  and  Sister  H.  Alley,  returned 
missionaries  to  India,  were  at  the  Curry- 
ville house.  Since  this  meeting  Sister  Al- 
ley has  been  called  by  death.  Sister  Ken- 
neth K'an  and  her  son  of  China  were  at 
the  Woodbury  church.  Curryville  had  an 
electric  organ  installed.  A  Christmas  pro- 
gram will  be  presented  by  the  Sunday 
schools  at  the  three  churches.  In  January 
our  quarterly  council  meeting  will  be  held 
to  elect  our  new  church  officers. — Mrs.  Ver- 
non Stayer,  Curryville,  Pa. 

Tennessee 
French  Broad. — We  reorganized  our  Sun- 
day school  on  Sept.  25.  Our  communion 
service  was  held  Oct.  29.  A  group  of  chil- 
dren from  the  Kingswood  school  visited  us 
recently  and  presented  a  program  of  sacred 
music  and  an  offering  was  lifted  for  the 
school.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ova  Edwards,  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Jarrett 
Maurice.    The  union  Thanksgiving  service 
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going  to  the  parsonage  fund.  The  parson- 
age was  dedicated  the  first  Sunday  of  No- 
vember with  Bro.  Guy  Wampler  bringing 
the  message.  He  also  officiated  at  the  fall 
communion  held  in  the  evening,  following 
the  parsonage  dedication  and  open  house. 
Our  pastor  has  been  chosen  to  attend  the 
conference  of  the  Home  Missions  Council 
of  America  as  a  delegate  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Bro.  Wampler  has  also  been 
placed  on  the  Standing  Committee. — Mrs. 
Paul  Phibbs,  Pulaski,  Va. 

Wakeman's  Grove. — On  the  evening  of 
Oct.  8  we  had  our  annual  love  feast.  An 
offering  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Commis- 
sion amounting  to  $141  was  lifted  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  9.  The  young  people  re- 
cently reorganized  and  have  been  meeting 
regularly  each  first  and  third  Sunday  eve- 
ning. Bro.  Olen  Landis  was  ordained  to  the 
*  eldership  by  Bro.   C.  E.  Long  on  Oct.   16. 

Our   ladies'    aid   met    at   the   church   and 

Name    helped    the    men    paint    the    yard    fence. 

They  are  planning  to  make   comforts  for 

R.   D.   or   St ~ relief  at  our  next  meeting  which  will  be 

_    „                                                                                                     „  held    all    day   at   Sister    Retta   Wakeman's 
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was  held  at  the  Baptist  church  with  our 
pastor  in  charge.  The  annual  bazaar,  spon- 
sored by  the  ladies'  aid,  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  2.  The  proceeds  amounted 
to  $122.25  and  will  be  used  on  the  parson- 
age. We  are  planning  a  Christmas  program 
to  be  presented  on  Christmas  night. — Mrs. 
Ethel  M.  Jones,  Dandridge,  Tenn. 

Virginia 

Bassett. — Our  evangelistic  services  were 
held  Oct.  17-30  with  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman 
as  the  guest  minister.  One  person  was  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism,  three 
by  letter  and  one  member  was  reconse- 
crated. Bro.  Bowman  officiated  at  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  22.  The  men  of  the  church 
gave  $100  for  the  Pulaski  church  parson- 
age. The  women's  group  sold  a  quantity 
of  vanilla  to  help  finance  special  projects. 
We  have  finished  filling  the  five-gallon  can 
of  grease  for  peace.  Our  young  adult  class 
continues  to  grow.  We  are  studying  a 
course  on  Christian  Happiness  in  the 
Home.  Several  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  CBYF  district  round  table  at 
Christiansburg  on  Nov.  20.  Five  of  the 
girls  were  awarded  the  annual  perfect 
attendance  pin  of  the  church  school  on 
Oct.  2.  Our  junior  choir  meets  each  Sun- 
day evening  for  practice  and  recreation. 
We  now  have  a  church  paper,  The  Bassett 
Brethren  Visitor,  which  is  published 
monthly  by  our  pastor.  The  Boy  Scout 
Troop  of  our  church  participated  in  the 
recent  wilderness  camporee  in  Patrick 
County  and  out  of  the  sixteen  troops  pres- 
ent ours  was  judged  the  third  best.  Our 
church  co-operated  with  the  churches  of 
the  community  in  a  union  Thanksgiving 
service  at  the  high  school  on  Nov.  23. — 
Sue  Stone,  Bassett,  Va. 

Lebanon. — Recently  we  decided  to  pur- 
chase several  acres  of  land  for  a  parson- 
age. Plans  for  building  were  presented  and 
approved.  We  will  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  again.  Our  communion  service  was 
held  Oct.  23.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  6 
the  CBYF  sponsored  the  address  given  by 
Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  of  Bridgewater 
College  on  the  subject,  Marriage  and  Fam- 
ily Life.  Bro.  A.  Joseph  Caricofe  of  Roa- 
noke was  with  us  in  a  revival  meeting  Nov. 
10-20.  Four  young  people  were  received  by 
baptism.  Union  Thanksgiving  services 
were  held  at  our  church  with  Rev.  R.  L. 
Brill,  pastor  of  the  E.U.B.  Church,  bring- 
ing the  message.  Recently  our  women's 
work  group  collected  and  sent  172  pounds 
of  clothing  to  New  Windsor.  Plans  have 
been  made  for  a  Christmas  program. — Mrs. 
Boyd  Cupp,  Staunton,  Va. 

Pulaski. — We  have  met  in  regular  coun- 


cil three  times  and  for  several  call  meet- 
ings since  our  last  letter  to  the  Messen- 
ger. Bro.  S.  B.  Alderman  is  our  new  eld- 
er. Chester  Harley  and  David  B.  Wampler 
spoke  over  the  radio  station  on  morning 
devotions.  Mrs.  D.  B.  Wampler  and  Ray- 
mond Phibbs  were  our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict conference.  Bro.  Wampler  was  in 
charge  of  conference  music  and  a  mixed 
quartet  from  out  church  furnished  spe- 
cial music.  A  young  German  student  from 
Bridgewater  College  was  with  us  Sept.  25 
and  delivered  two  messages.  The  month 
of  October  was  observed  with  a  personal 
evangelistic  campaign.  Prior  to  this,  the 
pastor  gave  a  course  of  instruction  to  those 
wishing  to  co-operate  and  each  Tuesday 
evening  the  teams  met  for  prayer  and  as- 
signments before  going  out  to  visit  in  the 
homes.  The  results  of  these  visits  were  re- 
ported at  prayer  meetings  on  Wednesday 
evenings.  Five  persons  were  baptized  as 
a  result.  During  this  campaign  Bro.  Wam- 
pler preached  evangelistic  sermons  each 
Sunday  morning.  Bro.  Cyrus  Kiracofe  of 
Eaton,  Ohio,  was  with  us  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  23  showing  slides  of  his  work  in 
China,  delivering  and  distributing  cattle 
for  relief.  He  also  talked  to  the  CBYF. 
The  women's  organization  has  been  very 
active,  meeting  monthly  and  raising  money 
to  pay  on  the  parsonage.  They  have  spon- 
sored an  ice-cream  social,  quilted  two 
quilts,  sold  greeting  cards  and  vanilla  and 
had  a  parcel-post  sale  with  all  the  profits 


place.  We  lost  one  member  by  death  since 
our  last  report. — Mrs.  Ida  Barrick,  Edin- 
burg,  Va. 

Western  Ml.  Carmel. — A  fellowship  meal 
was  held  at  the  church  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  25  as  a  welcome  for  the  new  mem- 
bers at  Evergreen.  Brother  and  Sister  O. 
R.  Hersch  showed  the  picture,  Break  of 
Day,  at  the  Evergreen,  Shady  Grove  and 
Mountain  Grove  churches  recently.  The 
youth  fellowship  group  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict held  its  rally  and  round  table  at  the 
Mountain  Grove  church  on  Nov.  6.'  Harry 
Gardner  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
morning  service  and  the  student  preachers' 
chorus  of  Bridgewater  College  were  in 
charge  of  the  afternoon  service.  Bro.  D. 
D.  Fleishman  of  Nokesville  was  with  the 
Mountain  Grove  church  Nov.  6-13.  Bro. 
Fleishman  and  Pastor  Kettering  visited  in 
many  homes.  Four  experienced  carpenters 
from  Manheim,  Pa.,  put  in  two  days'  work 
on  our  community  building  Nov.  18  and 
19  and  worshiped  with  the  Evergreen 
group  on  Sunday.  The  women  served 
lunch  at  the  church  for  the  work  group  on 
Dec.  19  and  held  their  sale  in  the  after- 
noon. The  proceeds  went  toward  a  new 
floor  in  the  church.  The  Evergreen  church 
held  her  love  feast  on  Nov.  27  with  Bro. 
J.  H.  Morris  presiding.  Bro.  Morris  is 
spending  some  time  with  us  as  a  volunteer 
service  worker.  A  Bible  study  and  prayer 
meeting  group  has  been  organized  in  each 
of  our  three  church  communities.  Friend- 
ship packets  were  sent  to  New  Windsor  for 
overseas  relief.  The  women  also  sent  feed 
bags  and  are  working  on  comforters  for 
relief.  Bro.  Howard  Alley  was  at  the  Ev- 
ergreen church  on  Nov.  28  and  brought  an 
interesting  message  from  India,  illustrated 
by  pictures.  An  offering  was  taken  for 
missions. — Nelie  Wampler,  Geer,  Va. 
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will  respond,  the  author  calls  for  a  basically  evangelistic  program 
to  meet  the  untouched  needs  of  humanity  buried  under  manifold 
social  wrongs. 
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DURING  the  day  he  taught  in  the  temple.  There  religious  leaders  argued  with  him  over 
fine  points  which  to  him  did  not  seem  very  important.   It  was  easier  then  and  it  is 
easier  now  to  argue  than  to  follow. 

"But  at  night  he  went  out  and  abode  in  the  Mount  of  Olives"  (Matt.  21:39).  His 
heart  yearned  for  these  people  and  beyond  them  for  all  people  through  the  ages  to 
come.  How  could  he  break  through  their  institutionalized  and  formalized  religion  to  put 
saving  grace  and  life  and  growth  into  it? 

He  still  yearns  in  the  same  way.  When  will  we  let  him  put  more  grace  and  growth 
into  our  religion? 
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Fourteen  members  of  the  Japanese 
parliament  will  spend  fifty  days  in 
the  United  States  studying  American 
state  and  federal  legislatures. 

A  great  drive  is  on  in  Poland  to 
eradicate  illiteracy.  Fifteen  thou- 
sand courses  are  attended  by  225,000 
persons  at  a  time.  It  is  hoped  to 
finish  the  campaign  by  the  end  of 
1950.  (WP) 

At  least  120  voluntary  work  camps 
of  youth,  functioning  for  public 
service  in  seventeen  countries,  were 
in  existence  in  the  summer  of  1949. 
The  UNESCO  made  the  report  after 
a  checkup.  (WP) 

Two  students.  Miss  Usha  Roy  and 
P.  Balakrishnan  Nair,  have  been  se- 
lected by  the  government  of  India 
to  represent  that  country  at  the  New 
York  Herald  Tribune  forum  for  high 
schools  in  March  1950.  Selection  was 
made  on  the  basis  of  an  essay  com- 
petition held  by  various  educational 
institutions. 

The  ancient  manuscripts  in  St. 
Catherine's  monastery  on  Mt.  Sinai 
are  to  be  microfilmed  for  the  Library 
of  Congress.  The  importance  of  these 
manuscripts,  written  in  Greek,  Latin, 
Arabic,  Syriac  and  a  number  of  other 
languages,  has  long  been  recognized, 
but  their  contents  have  been  largely 
unknown.  It  is  hoped  that  the  micro- 
filming of  the  500,000  pages  will  help 
to  throw  light  on  ancient  times. 


Dr.  Walter  A.  Maier,  conductor  of 
the  Lutheran  Radio  Hour  died  re- 
cently. Since  1935  he  had  been 
known  for  his  radio  programs,  most 
widely  known  of  which  is  the  Lu- 
theran hour,  heard  over  1,200  radio 
stations  throughout  the  world. 

An  Indian  school  was  opened  in 
January  to  its  first  600  children  in 
a  wartime  hospital  in  the  foothills 
of  the  Wasatch  Mountains,  Utah.  In 
a  year's  time  the  school  will  house 
2,000  Navajo  children  from  Utah, 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  The 
school,  a  few  miles  from  Great  Salt 
Lake,  is  in  the  heart  of  Utah's  rich- 
est orchard  land. 

American  Christian  Youth,  says 
Rev.  Jan  Mirejovsky,  a  recent  visitor 
to  the  U.S.A.,  "are  prepared  to  listen 
to  new  ideas,  eager  to  get  new  in- 
formation and  they  respect  the 
opinions  of  others  .  .  .  Many  of  them 
are  also  aware  of  their  responsibility 
for  the  world-wide  Christian  com- 
munity and  for  the  improvement  of 
the  present  situation  of  the  world." 

Nearly  20,000  full-time  workers  in 
various  capacities  will  be  needed  by 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  next 
four  years,  according  to  Rev.  Harold 
W.  Ewing,  secretary  of  the  denomi- 
nation's inter-board  committee  on 
Christian  vocations.  Of  these  only 
5,000  are  ministers;  nearly  11,000  are 
doctors,  nurses  and  medical  techni- 
cians. 


Skidrow  Growing 


The  nation's  skidrow  population  is 
on  the  increase,  a  United  Press  sur- 
vey of  forty-five  cities  showed. 

Hardship  and  suffering  this  winter 
may  be  "tragic,"  authorities  said — 
perhaps  the  worst  since  the  blackest 
days  of  the  depression. 

An  estimated  95,000  "forgotten" 
men  are  living  in  blighted  districts 
in  Los  Angeles,  New  York,  Boston, 
New  Orleans  and  Chicago  alone. 
Countless  thousands  of  others  are 
scattered  in  major  cities  across  the 
country. 

The  condition  under  which  they 
live  would  be  unbelievable  to  the 
average  person,  welfare  workers 
said,  and  few  cities  were  reported 
doing  anything  about  them. 

The  survey  revealed  a  grim  pic- 
ture of  an  army  of  derelict  men, 
stripped  of  their  pride,  clad  in  cast- 
offs  and  willing  to  do  almost  any- 
thing for  the  price  of  a  drink. 

They    sleep    in    alleys,    doorways. 


parks  or  vermin- ridden  flophouse 
beds  for  which  they  pay  as  little  as 
twenty  cents  a  night.  Mission  houses 
are  too  crowded  to  help  more  than  a 
few. 

Narcotics  are  sold  along  with  wood 
alcohol,  bay  rum,  canned  heat  and 
wine  for  a  "cheap  drink." 

Young  men  in  greater  numbers 
than  ever  before  are  "hitting  the 
street"  discouraged  and  out  of  work, 
with  family  troubles  or  maladjusted 
for  other  reasons,  the  survey  showed. 

Many  of  the  youths  are  World  War 
II  veterans,  authorities  said.  They 
have  lowered  the  average  skidrow 
age  from  sixty  to  forty  in  the  past 
ten  years. 

In  addition,  old-timers  who  were 
absorbed  by  war  jobs  are  back  again, 
stumbling  around  in  the  gutters  of 
the  big  city  derelict  districts. 

The  situation  is  expected  to  get 
worse  as  the  warm  weather  jobs  fall 
off. — Clipsheet. 


DARE  WE  FAIL  HIM? 


AFTER  prayerful  consideration  the  Annual  Conference  approved  a  General  Brotherhood 
Fund  budget  of  $1,137,000  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  Our  program  plans  were  made  ac- 
cordingly. To  January  1,  1950,  only  $630,835  had  been  received.  The  year  closes  Febru- 
ary 28.  We  cannot  be  true  to  our  obligations  at  home  and  abroad  if  our  goal  is  not 
completely  attained.  Christ's  work  will  suffer.  Each  of  us  has  an  opportunity — through 
the  ACHIEVEMENT  OFFERING— to  help  in  reaching  this  goal.    Dare  we  fail  Him? 

General  Brotherhood  Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois 


EDITORIAL 


"Operation  Union" 

THE  London  Times  recently- 
devoted  part  of  its  editorial 
section  to  a  striking  eulogy 
of  "Operation  Union"  which  has 
taken  place  in  India  in  the  past 
year.  A  year  ago  there  were  in 
India  562  princely  states  operat- 
ing almost  independently.  The 
London  Times  said  that,  after 
more  than  a  hundred  years  of 
British  government,  this  patch- 
work of  state  jurisdictions  made 
the  political  map  of  the  union 
of  India  still  appear  to  be  a  crazy 
quilt. 

Then  the  new  government  of 
India  took  over  and  undertook 
an  operation  which  seemed  to 
the  London  Times  to  be  more 
difficult  than  that  which  Bis- 
marck undertook  when  he  tried 
to  unify  the  German  Reich  not 
so  many  years  ago. 

The  562  princely  states  have 
followed  several  different 
schemes  whereby  they  became 
a  part  of  the  union  of  India. 
Three  hundred  of  them  were 
merged  into  six  big  unions  and 
two  hundred  more  of  them  were 
merged  into  adjoining  Indian 
territory.  Today  there  are  only 
fourteen  states  left  which  have 
neither  joined  a  larger  union  nor 
merged  with  Indian  territory. 
The  London  Times  says,  "The 
transformation  has  been  pro- 
found but  peaceful." 

There  are  many  things  still 
existing  in  India  which  are  far 
from  satisfactory.  Some  who 
live  there  write  of  great  in- 
justices which  still  continue. 
Very  likely  these  injustices  will 
continue  for  some  length  of 
time;  perhaps  as  long  as  the 
state  of  India  continues,  for  it 
is  difficult  for  any  state  to  rule 
out  injustice.  But  from  the 
longer  historical  view,  the  thing 
which  has  been  done  in  India  is, 
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in  many  respects,  amazing. 
Sometimes  it  is  much  easier  to 
bring  about  union  in  top  or- 
ganization than  it  is  to  bring  it 
about  across  the  street  or  across 
the  jungle  path.  But  some  of 
this  is  being  done  in  India.  Ap- 
parently, there  is  taking  place 
in  India  progress  which  the  rest 
of  the  world  and  even  Christian 
churches  should  examine  care- 
fully. 

Could  it  be  that  if  our  spirits 
were  right  and  our  intentions 
were  high  and  honest,  "Opera- 
tion Union"  could  occur  in  a 
major  way  in  our  world  instead 
of  "Operation  Discord"  which 
now  seems  to  have  first  place? 


Where    Is    Liberty? 

EVERY  school  boy  and  girl 
long  ago  learned  at  least 
one  sentence  from  Patrick 
Henry's  great  address  on  liberty, 
"Give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death!" 

Since  that  time  America  has 
characterized  herself  as  the  land 
of  liberty.  Our  citizens  have 
fought  within  our  borders  and, 
in  more  recent  years,  far  beyond 
our  borders,  in  order  that  this 
thing  which  we  call  liberty 
might  be  kept  alive  in  America. 
We  have  stated  also  that  it  is 
our  highest  purpose  to  see  that 
liberty  is  restored  to  all  the 
peoples  of  the  earth  from  whom 
it  has  been  taken. 

Since,  in  America,  we  value 
liberty  so  highly  and  have  placed 
it  thus  at  the  apex  of  our  nation- 
al dream,  it  is  fitting  to  ask  the 
question,  "What  is  liberty?" 

Liberty  is  something  which  all 
men  yearn  for,  but  which  most 
men  are  not  ever  sure  they  have 
achieved.  Liberty  is  not  some- 
thing which  is  placed  over  one 
from  the  outside  like  a  cloak  or 
a  cap.  Instead,  liberty  is  some- 
thing  which   must   begin   from 


within  and  unless  it  is  within, 
no  outside  circumstances  can 
ever  cause  us  to  believe  that  we 
have  liberty. 

Liberty  is  a  condition  of  the 
heart.  There  are  possibilities  for 
any  man  that  he  may  be  en- 
slaved by  a  foreign  power,  but 
there  are  a  thousand  more 
chances  that  his  enslavement 
will  be  very  different  from  that. 
He  is  much  more  likely  to  be 
enslaved  by  fear,  by  bad  habits, 
by  religious  narrowness. 

The  Hebrew  people  in  the  days 
of  Christ  were  enslaved  by  the 
law.    Certain  verses   and  catch 
phrases   had   enslaved   them   so 
that  they  were  not  at  all  free. 
When  Jesus  came  to  set  them 
free,  to  open  their  minds  to  new 
truths  and  to  the  glory  of  God, 
they    were    so    completely    en- 
slaved by  their  religion  that  even 
the  Son  of  God  could  not  reach 
them.    They  killed  him  instead. 
There  are  many  in  the  world 
today    who    are    similarly    en- 
slaved by  religious  verses   and 
catchwords.  Their  minds  are  not 
free  to  grow,  their  hearts  are  not 
free  to  love.   They  know  only  a 
little  about  God  and  they  have 
enslaved  themselves  completely 
to  that  little,  thus  making  them- 
selves unfree  to  grow  into  big- 
ger understandings  of  him  and 
of  his  love. 

There  are  others  who  are  en- 
slaved to  the  very  word  liberty 
itself.  They  believe  that  Ameri- 
ca, as  she  was  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred years  ago,  epitomized  the 
very  peak  of  liberty.  They  want 
her  to  remain  that  way.  Any 
change  which  might  improve  her 
they  resist.  Any  criticism  of  her 
present  policies  which  might 
cause  her  to  grow  into  much 
better  policies,  thev  take  as  de- 
tractions from  libertv.  Those 
who  seek  to  hero  America  prow 
thev  ]phel  as  un-American.  Such 
an  attitude  is  a  denial  of  real 


liberty,  for  liberty  is  a  condition 
of  the  mind  which  enables  one 
to  grow. 

Or  one  may  be  enslaved  by 
bad  habits.  The  desires  of  his 
flesh,  the  hungers  of  his  stomach 
may  determine  the  course  of  his 
whole  life.  He  is  not  able  to  do 
what  he  wants  to  do  because  he 
has  let  his  bodily  appetites  dom- 
inate everything  else.  Such  a 
man  has  almost  no  liberty  de- 
spite the  fact  that  he  thinks  he 
is  very  free. 

What  then  is  liberty?  Paul  hit 
on  it  quite  directly.  He  said, 
"Where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is, 
there  is  liberty"   (2  Cor.  3:17). 


What  Makes  a  House 
a  Home? 

15.  Rooms  and  Furnishings 

A  HOUSE  can  be  a  home 
without  many  rooms  and 
without  many  furnishings. 
But  the  home  is  more  complete 
when  there  are  adequate  rooms 
and  appropriate  furnishings.  We 


will  not  have  achieved  what  we 
really  desire  to  achieve  for  each 
other  as  brethren  in  God's  world 
until  every  home  can  be  decently 
housed,  and  until  there  can  be 
adequate  rooms  for  the  children 
who  comprise  the  home. 

In  these  rooms  it  is  excellent 
when  the  furnishings  are  adapt- 
ed to  those  who  live  in  the  rooms 
or  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
rooms.  There  should  be  boys' 
rooms  and  girls'  rooms.  If  at  all 
possible,  there  should  be  a  play- 
room and  a  workroom.  There 
should  be  a  living  room  or  a  rest- 
ing room. 

There  do  not  need  to  be  any 
rooms  set  apart  only  for  com- 
pany. When  company  comes, 
they  should  come  into  the  house 
where  the  people  live  and,  for 
the  time  being,  they  should  live 
with  them.  Houses  are  made  to 
be  lived  in  and  to  be  used.  Fur- 
nishings should  be  adapted  for 
service  and  use. 

What  makes  a  house  a  home? 
Proper  rooms  and  proper  fur- 
nishings can  help! 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Young  Eastern  Churches 
May  Lead  Christendom 

IN  EARLY  December  the  young 
churches  of  East  Asia  held  an 
eight-day  meeting  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand.  Their  purpose  was  to  work 
out  a  blueprint  whereby  the  young 
churches  of  the  eastern  part  of  our 
world  might  work  together  better  for 
their  common  interests.  It  was  the 
first  meeting  of  its  kind  ever  to  be 
held.  The  areas  represented  con- 
tained more  than  half  of  the  Chris- 
tians in  all  so-called  mission  lands 
and  more  than  eighty-five  per  cent  of 
all  the  Christian  colleges  and  schools 
in  the  East. 

Ninety-eight  delegates  were  pres- 
ent from  sixteen  Eastern  countries. 
Each  church  group  was  eager  to  less- 
en its  dependence  upon  Western 
churches  and  to  turn  instead  in  the 
direction  of  a  united  Christian 
church  of  the  East. 

The  major  countries  represented 
were:  Burma,  China,  Indonesia,  In- 
dia, Pakistan,  Indo-China,  Korea, 
North  Borneo  and  The  Philippines. 


Representatives  from  the  mother 
churches  in  America  and  Europe 
were  present  to  meet  with  the  East- 
ern delegates.  Present  also  were  im- 
•portant  officials  from  the  World 
Council,  the  Federal  Council  and  the 
International  Missionary  Council. 

Since  communism  is  pressing  reso- 
lutely upon  each  of  these  countries, 
an  effort  was  made  to  discover  the 
thought  of  the  Eastern  churches  con- 
cerning communism.  The  resolution 
which  they  adopted  declared  that  "a 
Christian  must  distinguish  between  a 
social  revolution  which  seeks  justice 
and  a  totalitarian  ideology  which  in- 
terprets and  perverts  it."  They  went 
on  to  say  that  they  believe  social 
change  will  come  rapidly  in  the  East- 
ern countries  and  that  if  the  Chris- 
tian churches  do  not  direct  it  and  in- 
fluence it,  communism  will.  They 
believe  that  the  task  of  the  churches 
in  China  and  elsewhere  is  specifically 
"to  provide  a  moral  and  religious 
foundation  for  a  new  sense  of  social 
freedom  and  economic  justice  among 
the  people." 

They    believe    that    the    churches 


must  face  up  squarely  to  their  social 
mission.  They  must  bridge  the  gap 
between  church  and  labor,  between 
town  and  country,  between  secular 
domination  of  life  or  spiritual  domi- 
nation. They  said,  "We  must  seek  to 
win  to  the  Christian  faith  people  in 
Communist  areas,  even  the  Commu- 
nists themselves.  We  must  outthink, 
outlive  and,  if  necessary,  outdie  the 
Communists."  They  heartily  en- 
dorsed the  religious  liberty  clause  in 
the  United  Nations  Charter  on  Hu- 
man Rights  which  insists  upon  equal 
rights  for  all  people  regardless  of 
color,  race  or  language. 

The  conference  appointed  a  repre- 
sentative whose  task  it  will  be  to 
further  these  purposes  and  help  to 
build  a  growing  Eastern  Christian 
fellowship. 

The  Fundamentalist  group,  like- 
wise, sent  delegates  to  Bangkok.  As 
they  have  done  several  times  recent- 
ly, these  delegates  set  up  a  competi- 
tive conference.  They  are  reported 
to  have  urged  that  Christian 
churches  withdraw  from  China  and 
from  other  areas  which  are  now 
passing  into  Communist  control. 

Many  Christians  hope  that  the  East 
Asian  churches,  being  much  freer 
from  the  centuries  of  traditionalism 
which  has  grown  around  Western 
Christianity,  may  practice  more  en- 
thusiastically and  more  completely 
the  simple  teachings  of  Jesus.  If 
they  can  do  this,  Christianity  may 
once  more  become  the  vital  and  cou- 
rageous movement  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Paul  when  it  moved  from  Asia 
toward  the  West. 

In  Japan  a  Christian  university  is 
being  opened  backed  by  the  com- 
bined forces  of  Protestantism  in 
North  America  and  in  Japan.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  ambitious  efforts  of 
its  kind  ever  to  be  undertaken  by 
united  Christian  forces.  When  it  is 
completed,  it  will  be  one  of  the  finest 
educational  institutions  ever  to  be 
opened  anywhere  either  with  state  or 
private  backing. 

It  is  possible  that  this  undertaking 
will  pave  the  way  to  co-operative 
Christian  educational  institutions  in 
America  and  in  other  lands.  Grow- 
ing slate  requirements  make  it  diffi- 
cult for  church  people  to  continue  to 
finance  our  multiplicity  of  small 
church-related  colleges. 

Following  the  lead  of  our  Eastern 
Brethren,  we  may  eventually  learn 
to  work  together  better  everywhere. 
Is  that  not  a  lesson  which  Christians 
should  learn? 

How  long  will  it  take  us? 
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WHAT'S  RIGHT 

WITH  THE  BRETHREN? 


HAT'S      right 
with  the  Breth- 
ren?   Let  us  an- 
swer   in    the    first 
place      that      our 
view  of  the  author- 
ity  and   value   of 
the     Holy     Scrip- 
tures   is    and    has 
always  been  a  source  of  strength. 
One  of  the  oldest  observations 
on  record  about  the  conduct  of 
the  Brethren  was  written  by  a 
German   count's   daughter   who 
lived  at  Schwarzenau.   She  said, 
"They  spend  their  time  in  Bible 
study,  in  prayer,  and  in  deeds  of 
kindness  and  charity."   Hand  in 
hand  with  that  view  has  been 
our   emphasis   on   obedience   to 
what  the  Scriptures  teach.    The 
early  Brethren  were  baptized  in 
accordance  with  the  Scriptures. 
From   the   first  they  sought   to 
obey  the  Scriptures.  You  cannot 
become  more  fundamental  than 
that!  Many  of  the  so-called  Fun- 
damentalists who  rail  upon  all 
and  sundry  who  are  not  of  their 
exact  company  take  their  hasty 
departure  from  us  at  this  point. 
The  Brethren  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  to  exercise  force  in 
causing    a    person    to    join    the 
•church  is  not  according  to  the 
New  Testament.    Hence  no  in- 
fants were  baptized.    They  em- 
phasized    peace     because     they 
found  that  emphasis  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  New  Testament 
was  the  members'  guide.     That 
is  why  they  never  wrote  a  creed, 
a  thing  which  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin    commented     upon     in     his 
famed  Autobiography  and  which 
was   regarded  by  him   as  most 
sensible. 
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John  F.  Locke 

Pastor  Brethren  Church  near  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia 

Excerpts  from  the  moderator's  address  to 
the  Sixty-Second  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Southeastern  District  Conference  of  Breth- 
ren Churches  held  at  Linwood,  Maryland, 
Tune  14-16.   1949 

The  Brethren  just  studied  the 
New  Testament  and  tried  to  be 
a  New  Testament  church  and 
logically,  easily  and  naturally 
they  acquired  a  distinct  charac- 
ter. The  world  noted  that  they 
refused  to  swear  oaths;  they 
stayed  out  of  pagan  law  courts; 
they  practiced  the  eighteenth 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew  in  their 
relations  with  each  other;  they 
held  the  right  of  individual  con- 
science above  the  decrees  and 
commands  of  the  state  in  the 
matter  of  bearing  arms.  They 
lived  a  simple  life.  Their  ideal 
was  that  the  home  should  be  a 
center  of  fellowship.  Extrava- 
gances and  luxuries  and  frivo- 
lous living  were  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  New  Testament; 
so  the  Brethren  lived  a  good 
simple  life,  uncluttered  and  un- 
hampered by  social  customs  and 
practices  in  variance  with  the 
New  Testament.  No  member 
was  allowed  to  engage  in  the 
liquor  traffic. 

Their  study  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment led  to  the  keeping  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  with  its  ancient 
attendants  of  love  feast,  feet 
washing,  the  kiss  of  charity  and 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 
They  anointed  the  sick  with  oil 
and  they  practiced  the  laying  on 
of  hands  and  prayer  for  each  one 
after  baptism.  They  were  demo- 
cratic, letting  the  people  rule  the 
church. 

All    these    things    which    the 


Brethren  had  from  their  study 
of  the  New  Testament,  we  have 
or  should  have. 

We  have  a  wonderful  name 
Brethren,  emphasizing  the  fam- 
ily spirit  and  relationship.  The 
name  reminds  us  that  "One  is 
our  Master."  The  name  ought 
to  remind  all  the  little  would-be 
dictators  that  brotherly  love  can- 
not exist  in  any  but  a  family- 
like atmosphere.  Politicians  do 
not  create  brotherhood  even 
among  themselves. 

Our  long  history  of  being  right 
on  such  questions  of  slavery, 
temperance,  war,  the  preserva- 
tion and  purity  of  happy  family 
life  from  the  inroads  of  easy  di- 
vorce and  low  ideals  of  marriage 
.  .  .  should  help  us  as  we  walk 
the  road  of  today  and  tomorrow. 
We  are  certainly  right  on  our 
recently  renewed  emphasis  on 
our  youth  program. 

We  have  believed  in  missions. 
No  church  is  right  that  is  not 
missionary. 

We  have  some  strong  churches 
and  able  pastors. 

Our  laymen  are  on  the  march 
and  intend  to  do  great  things  for 
the  Lord. 

Let  us,  therefore,  implement 
our  ideals  and  express  our  prin- 
ciples and  beliefs  by  making  an 
honest  effort  to  accomplish  the 
following: 

To  be  doers  of  the  Word.  Let 
each  church  and  pastor  among 
us  place  renewed  emphasis  on 
Biblical  truth — particularly  set- 
ting forth  what  the  New  Testa- 
ment teaches,  and  relating  these 
teachings  to  the  life  and  prob- 
lems of  individuals  of  today. 
There  is  one  type  of  fundamen- 
talism which  seems  wholly  to 
by-pass   the   application   of  the 


New  Testament  to  living.  Let  it 
never  become  the  Brethren  type. 
What  the  church  needs  most 
today — above  more  well-trained 
and  consecrated  ministers  even, 
certainly  more  than  buildings, 
and  more  elaborate  worship — is 
the  leadership  and  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Pentecost  was  pre- 
ceded by  preparation.  Let  us 
seek  the  Spirit's  counsel  and  en- 
lightenment by  a  renewed  em- 
phasis on  Bible  study.  Our  won- 
derful New  Testament  name 
should  prompt  us  to  the  doing 
of  brotherly  acts.  There  is  one 
that  is  at  hand  at  our  very  doors, 
namely  the  strengthening  of  the 
church  and  the  enlargement  of 
its  fellowship  in  the  area  of  fra- 
ternal goodwill  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  If  various  kinds 
of  Lutherans  can  get  together  in 
the  United  Lutheran  Church,  if 
United  Brethren  and  Evangeli- 
cals can  get  together,  if  several 
Methodist  bodies  can  unite  to 
do  a  larger  work  and  enjoy  a 
happier  brotherly  fellowship, 
certainty  we  should  not  be  un- 
willing honestly  and  in  complete 
goodwill  to  explore  these  pos- 
sibilities among  and  with  Breth- 


ren who  like  ourselves  hold  the 
same  precious  faith. 

Denominations  are  learning  to 
work  together  even  while  they 
remain  organically  separate. 
The  identity  of  these  bodies  is 
not  being  disturbed,  but  witness 
is  being  borne  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  the  true  children  of  God 
when  we  act  brotherly  in  our 
relationships.  The  man  outside 
the  church  is  often  left  outside 
because  of  our  being  so  busy 
with  bickering  and  littleness 
that  we  have  no  energies  for  the 
real  task  of  witnessing.  Distinc- 
tive faith  and  practice,  inde- 
pendence and  freedom  of  action 
certainly  cannot  and  will  not  be 
hindered  by  the  honest  practice 
of  brotherly  goodwill  and  co- 
operation. Fraternal  relations 
begin  inside  of  you;  they  cannot 
be  imposed  or  enacted  by  a  con- 
ference. If  you  love  God  you 
will  love  your  brother  also  is  the 
New  Testament's  view.  May  we 
so  succeed  in  being  obedient  to 
the  will  of  God  that  we  can 
make  real  progress  in  loving  our 
Brethren  also. 

One  of  the  first  things  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  goodwill  and 


Both  the  Brethren  Church  and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  look  upon 
Germantown   as   the  mother   church,   for  these   two   groups  have   a 

common  heritage 


co-operation  in  the  Brethren 
family  of  denominations  would 
be  to  learn  to  know  them  and 
positively  refrain  from  any  and 
all  bearing  of  false  witness.  Let 
the  church  be  led  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  matter  of  fraternal  rela- 
tions is  cared  for.  And  it  will  be 
cared  for  in  the  Lord's  way  and 
according  to  the  New  Testament 
.  .  .  not  by  the  working  of  vicious 
propaganda  with  envyings,  jeal- 
ousies, hates,  strifes,  which  mur- 
der goodwill  and  love  and  the 
good  name  of  Brethren. 

The  day  of  increasing  intem- 
perance in  which  we  live  calls 
for  us  to  strike  some  telling 
blows  at  a  traffic  which  would 
enslave  our  fellow  men,  seeking 
to  mislead  the  very  elect. 

Nobody  is  left  out  of  the  de- 
signs of  this  big  and  much-fav- 
ored business.  It  gets  away  with 
murder  all  the  time.    It  is  rob- 
bing us  of  money  and  that  which 
is    priceless.     We    dare    not    as 
Christians  stand  idly  by.  Here  is 
a  tree  that  is  evil.    It  is  not  of 
the  Father's  planting.  It  must  be 
uprooted  and  consigned  to  the 
continual  fires  of  indignation  by 
alerted  children  of  God.    Let  us 
seek    to    safeguard    our    youth 
against  it  by  home   instruction 
and   example   as   well   as   more 
formal     teaching      in      Sunday 
school,   youth   camps,    Christian 
Endeavor    and    other    agencies. 
Let  us  help  its  victims  as  Alco- 
holics   Anonymous    does.     The 
church  must  help  these  poor  fel- 
lows back  to  the  way   of  true 
temperance  which  is  total  absti- 
nence from  alcoholic  beverages 
for  our  own  and  our  brother's 
sake. 

It  is  great  to  have  been  right 
in  the  past.  It  is  good  to  belong 
to  a  group  whose  history  has 
been  honorable  on  the  great  is- 
sues that  had  to  be  faced  in 
former  times.  In  our  day  let  us 
don  the  full  armor  of  God  and 
stand  against  the  wiles  of  the 
devil  as  he  comes  in  his  various 
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We  are  not  content  to  use  the 
machinery  and  methods  of 
fifty  years  ago  in  our  homes 
and  on  our  farms.  Are  we 
satisfied  to  use  the  methods 
and  procedures  of  our  fathers 
in  the  church  when  they  are 
not  adequate  for  new  con- 
ditions? 


Marvin  E.  Clingenpeel 

Pastor,  Fairfax  Church,  Virginia 


SERVING  THE  PRESENT  AGE 


THE  chief  objective  of  the 
church  is  always  to  serve 
the  present  age.  We  cannot 
serve  the  past.  The  best  prepara- 
tion for  the  future  is  the  ade- 
quate meeting  of  the  situations 
of  the  present.  The  past  is  gone 
forever.  The  future  is  yet  to  be. 
It  is  in  the  present  that  we  make 
our  contribution. 

The  experience  of  the  past 
should  help  us  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  the  present.  We  should 
profit  by  the  experiences  of  those 
who  have  gone  before.  In  1708 
when  Alexander  Mack  and  his 
seven  associates  decided  to  estab- 
lish a  new  church  wherein  they 
could  worship  God  in  harmony 
with  their  understanding  of  the 
New  Testament  teaching  and 
practice,  they  were  endeavoring 
to  meet  conditions  as  they  found 
them.  They  were  not  perpetu- 
ating a  tradition.  They  were 
blazing  a  new  trail.  When  they 
left  their  native  land  and  faced 
the  hazards  of  crossing  the  At- 
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lantic  and  of  establishing  them- 
selves in  a  new  land,  they  were 
sacrificing  for  a  principle.  They 
were  searching  for  the  will  of 
God  and  responding  to  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

During  the  colonial  days  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War  the 
German  Baptist  Brethren  filled 
an  important  place  in  the  colo- 
nies. They  served  their  age  and 
served  it  well.  They  established 
a  high  precedent  for  the  genera- 
tion ahead.  They  were  active  in 
education.  They  started  the  first 
Sunday  school  to  teach  the  Bible 
to  young  adults  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. They  used  the  press  as  a 
means  of  promoting  Christian 
ideals.  They  served  not  only 
their  own  but  their  day  and 
generation.  Dr.  Flory  says  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  other  group  of 
a  thousand  people  had  as  much 
influence  upon  the  life  of  the  col- 
onies as  did  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren. 

When  the  Revolutionary  War 
approached,  rather  than  take  the 
oath    of   allegiance    as   was   re- 


quired in  Pennsylvania,  many  of 
them  migrated  into  other  areas. 
This  meant  hardship  and  great 
financial  loss.  It  involved  the 
leaving  of  established  homes,  the 
disposing  of  property  at  a  sacri- 
fice, and  the  going  out  into  pio- 
neer territory  and  hewing  out 
homes  in  the  Wilderness.  They 
chose  hardship  and  sacrifice  rath- 
er than  compromise  on  Chris- 
tian principles  and  their  consci- 
entious conviction  against  par- 
ticipation in  armed  conflict. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  century,  after  a  long  period 
of  lapse  into  conservatism  and 
narrow  dogmatism,  our  church 
again  became  interested  in  edu- 
cation, Sunday  schools,  mission 
work  and  church  papers  as  a 
means  of  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  church.  Out  of  the  awak- 
ening of  that  period  and  the 
broadening  of  their  horizons 
there  developed  the  comprehen- 
sive and  constructive  church  pro- 
gram of  our  generation. 

As  we  look  back  across  the 
years  we  see  much  in  our  church 


that  might  have  been  different 
and  better.  But  in  spite  of  their 
shortcomings  our  fathers  devel- 
oped an  enviable  reputation. 
They  were  known  and  respected 
in  the  areas  in  which  they  lived 
for  their  honesty,  uprightness 
and  integrity.  They  succeeded 
in  developing  a  type  of  character 
and  a  way  of  life  that  excelled. 

We  find  in  the  church  of  our 
fathers  much  that  was  prophetic. 
Their  open  -  mindedness  and 
search  for  truth  were  generously 
rewarded.  God  spoke  through 
them  to  their  day.  They  took  an 
advanced  stand  against  the  man- 
ufacture, sale  and  use  of  bever- 
age alcohol.  Our  church  is  some- 
times known  as  the  oldest  tem- 
perance society  in  existence.  In 
the  early  days  our  church  took 
a  position  on  slavery  that  later 
was  sanctioned  by  the  churches 
generally.  For  generations  our 
church  has  maintained  a  position 
on  war  that  is  becoming  more 
and  more  adopted  by  leaders  in 
other  churches.  In  relation  to 
personal  purity  and  integrity 
they  excelled;  in  relation  to  tem- 
perance, slavery  and  war  they 
were  prophetic. 

On  the  whole  our  fathers 
served  their  day  and  age  well. 
They  have  given  us  an  enviable 
heritage.  The  challenge  to  our 
day  is  to  enrich'that  heritage  and 
pass  it  on;  to  serve  our  age  as 
well  as  our  fathers  served  their 
age,  recognizing  that  our  age  is 
different  from  theirs. 


new  conditions.  The  fact  that  a 
certain  form  or  procedure  or 
method  of  action  seemed  ade- 
quate back  in  the  horse-and-bug- 
gy  days  of  our  fathers  is  not  suf- 
ficient evidence  that  such  forms 
and  procedures  are  adequate  in 
the  present  motor  age. 

New  situations  and  changing 
scenes  require  new  ways  and 
means  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the 
Christian  life.  We  continue  to 
raise  hogs,  cattle  and  chickens, 
but  we  use  methods  and  pro- 
cedures different  from  those  of 
our  fathers.  We  continue  to 
grow  corn,  wheat  and  hay,  but 
our  methods  of  planting,  culti- 
vating and  harvesting  are  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  our  fathers. 
We  go  to  church,  to  shop,  to 
work  and  to  visit  our  friends  by 
automobile  and  sometimes  by 
airplane;  our  fathers  went  by 
foot,  horseback  or  buggy.  Our 
fathers  dried  vegetables  and  fruit 


and  salted  down  meat  for  winter 
use;  we  put  it  in  the  deep  freeze. 

Our  people  generally  are  pro- 
gressive when  it  comes  to  using 
modern  methods,  machinery  and 
conveniences  in  the  home,  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  shop.  But  often 
we  are  extremely  conservative 
in  matters  of  church  and  religion. 
It  is  not  unusual  to  see  church 
people  with  modern  homes,  the 
latest  model  cars,  the  newest 
type  of  farm  machinery  and  the 
latest  equipment  in  farming,  sat- 
isfied with  a  church  building, 
equipment,  program  and  proce- 
dure of  fifty  years  ago.  Not  only 
are  they  satisfied  but  they  stand 
in  the  way  and  object  to  the 
modernization  of  church  machin- 
ery and  procedures.  Progressive 
folk  in  other  areas  often  tend  to 
be  conservative  in  religion. 

We  no  longer  have  the  same 
type  of  schools  our  fathers  and 
grandfathers  had.   We  have  big- 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

The  First  Gentile  Church 


Acts  11:19—13:3 
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ur  age  can  best  be  served  by 
garnering  the  principles  that  our 
fathers  held  dear  and  under- 
standing their  prophetic  insights 
and  applying  them  or  imple- 
menting them  in  the  life  of  our 
day.  It  is  not  merely  a  matter 
of  preserving  and  promoting  the 
traditions  and  procedures  of  the 
years  gone  by.  It  is  a  matter  of 
evaluating  principles  and  discov- 
ering ways  and  means  of  gearing 
them  into  the  conditions  con- 
fronting us  in  the  present  age. 
It  is  a  matter  of  adjusting  meth- 
ods and  procedures  to  cope  with 


The  laymen  build  a  church 

Persecution  set  in  at  Jerusalem 
and  the  Christians  were  scattered. 
As  they  fled  they  continued  to  testi- 
fy. When  the  lay  people  arrived  in 
a  new  city  with  their  families,  they 
had  to  think  of  lodging  and  liveli- 
'hood.  But  these  worries  did  not 
keep  them  from  telling  of  the  thing 
which  was  uppermost  in  their  hearts, 
their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  their 
love  for  him.  Accordingly,  in  every 
town  they  soon  surrounded  them- 
selves with  followers.  They  met  for 
worship.  The  synagogue  was  not  the 
center,  but  a  streamside,  an  open 
gravel  pit,  any  place  where  men 
could  gather  together  and  talk  about 
God  and  to  God.  At  Antioch  they 
built  a  church  in  this  manner. 

Barnabas 

Soon  the  elders  at  Jerusalem  and 
elsewhere  heard  of  this  strange 
church  at  Antioch,  which  was  lay 
built  and  lay  directed.  Here  all  man- 
ner of  people  were  meeting  together 
and  many  of  the  Jewish  traditions 
were  not  being  kept  central. 

Accordingly,  Barnabas,  an  elder  of 
the  church,  was  selected  to  go  and 


bring  the  people  into  line. 

Two  things  are  outstanding  about 
Barnabas.  He  was  open-minded  and 
tolerant.  The  traditional  practices 
were  not  as  important  to  him  as 
the  warmhearted  love  these  strange 
and  differing  people  had  for  Christ. 
He  had  no  scolding  to  do.  He  joined 
himself  to  this  church. 

A  second  thing  about  Barnabas 
was  that  he  knew  his  own  limitations 
and  went  in  search  of  a  man  who 
was  stronger  than  he.  He  called  Paul 
of  Tarsus. 

Christians 

The  things  this  church  at  Antioch 
were  doing  were  so  different  from 
those  of  any  other  religious  group 
that  a  new  name  had  to  be  found 
for  these  people.  They  were  first 
called  Christians  at  Antioch. 

There  is  no  finer  name  than  this. 
Christians  are  Christ  doers.  In  this 
day  we  call  ourselves  fundamental- 
ists or  liberals  or  Methodists  or 
Brethren  or  something  else.  None  of 
these  names  is  as  sufficient  as  the 
name  Christian. 
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ger  and  better  buildings.  We 
have  more  and  better  equipment. 
We  have  more  comprehensive 
curricula.  We  have  more  thor- 
oughly trained  teachers.  But  in 
many  cases  we  have  the  same 
type  of  church  buildings  and 
program  that  our  grandfathers 
had  back  in  the  days  of  mud 
roads,  oxcarts  and  buggies.  We 
use  the  latest  and  best  in  other 
areas  but  seem  to  think  that  the 
church  can  and  should  get  along 
without  adjustment  or  improve- 
ment. 

We  offer  our  children,  our 
young  people  and  our  neighbors 
an  outmoded,  antiquated  one- 
horse  church  program  and  then 
we  are  amazed  at  their  indiffer- 
ence, and  when  they  turn  their 
backs  upon  the  church  we  won- 
der why.  Who  would  in  our  age 
try  to  make  a  living  on  a  farm 
with  a  one-horse  plow?  And  yet 
we  seem  to  think  a  one-horse 
church  program  should  be  ade- 
quate. God  forbid,  and  forgive  us 
our  shortsightedness. 

If  the  church  is  to  gain  and  to 
hold  the  respect  of  our  children, 
our  young  people  and  our  neigh- 
bors it  must  be  made  more  at- 
tractive and  challenging.  It  must 
offer  a  program  adjusted  to  our 
age.  The  church  needs  to  be 
somewhat  comparable  to  the 
public  school  in  building,  equip- 
ment and  trained  leadership. 
How  can  the  children  rightfully 
appreciate  and  respect  it  if  it  is 
not?  The  church  needs  to  be  suf- 
ficiently large  to  offer  attractive 
opportunities.  In  some  instances 
this  may  mean  the  merging  or 
consolidating  of  churches  of  the 
same  denomination  or  of  differ- 
ent denominations.  We  merge 
and  consolidate  the  schools,  why 
not  the  church? 

A  news  item  in  the  daily  paper 
recently  pointed  in  the  right  di- 
rection. In  a  town  of  about  1,500 
population  with  seven  small 
churches,  the  Congregational 
church,  which  had  been  without 
a    minister    for    several    years, 


10 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


merged  with  the  Presbyterian. 
They  came  to  see  that  they  could 
accomplish  their  objective  bet- 
ter by  working  together  rather 
than  separately. 

In  analyzing  the  state  of  the 
church  in  our  day,  it  seems  as  if 
the  church  is  too  much  apart 
from  life,  it  has  much  the  nature 
of  being  tacked  on  the  edge  rath- 
er than  being  an  integral  part 
of  life.  Rather  than  being  a  ma- 


Quaint  Rules  for  Church 
Decorum 

Thou  shalt  not  come  to  service 
late. 

Nor  for  the  Amen  refuse  to  wait. 

Thy  noisy  tongue  thou  shalt  re- 
strain 

When  speaks  the  organ  its  refrain. 

But  when  the  hymns  are  sounded 
out 

Thou  shalt  lift  up  thy  voice  and 
shout. 

The  endmost  seat  thou  shalt  leave 

free 
For  more  must  share  the  pew  with 

thee. 
The  offering  plate  thou  shalt  not 

fear. 
But     give     thine     uttermost    with 

cheer. 

Thou   shalt   to   the   minister   give 

heed. 
Nor  blame  him  when  thou'rt  dis- 
agreed. 
Unto  thy  neighbor  thou  shalt  bend. 
And,  if  a  stranger,  make  a  friend. 
And  so,  by  all  the  spirit's  grace. 
Thou  shalt  show  God  within  this 
place. 

—Old  Selection. 


jor  interest  and  rating  as  a  fun- 
damental essential  in  the  lives 
of  the  members,  the  church  is 
often  relegated  to  the  back- 
ground. It  is  an  institution  that 
is  considered  essential  but  not 
given  priority.  Most  church 
members  would  not  want  to  be 
without  the  church.  They  would 
insist  on  having  the  church 
available  for  weddings,  funerals, 
Easter  and  Christmas  services. 
They  want  a  church  to  which 
they  can  go  when  it  is  not  too 
hot  or  too  cold,  when  they  feel 
so  inclined  and  when  they  have 


no  where  else  to  go.  But  they 
insist,  indirectly  at  least,  that  the 
church  has  no  claim  to  priority 
over  these. 

The  church  is  too  often 
financed  out  of  pin  money  and 
-leftovers,  instead  of  from  tithes 
for  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 
Many  church  members  make  no 
provision  for  the  work  of  the 
church.  They  seem  to  think  the 
church  will  run  on  its  own  mo- 
mentum. They  make  regular 
provision  for  the  landlord,  the 
grocer,  the  butcher  and  the  utili- 
ties, but  the  church  finds  no  place 
in  their  budgets.  A  trifle  from 
the  pocket  change  after  other 
things  have  been  provided  is  all 
the  church  gets. 

The  failure  is,  I  think,  in  a  lack 
of  concern  for  moral  and  spirit- 
ual values,  lack  of  concern  for 
the  eternal  values  represented 
by  the  church.  We  are  much  con- 
cerned about  bigger  barns,  larg- 
er farms,  more  stocks  and  bonds 
and  bigger  dividends.  It  is  time- 
ly, therefore,  that  in  the  current 
Advance  program  the  major  em- 
phasis is  on  Deepening  the  Spir- 
itual Life.  When  our  spiritual 
lives  have  been  enriched  and 
deepened,  when  we  become  more 
genuinely  spiritual,  then  a  larger 
share  of  our  time,  our  talents 
and  our  resources  will  be  avail- 
able for  kingdom  purposes 
through  the  agency  of  the 
church.  As  spirituality  devel- 
ops and  consecration  of  life  in- 
creases, and  a  larger  share  of 
life  is  invested  in  the  work  of 
the  church,  then  the  satisfac- 
tions of  life  will  multiply.  Life 
is  so  often  insipid,  flat  and  un- 
satisfying because  we  turn  our 
backs  upon  and  trample  under 
foot  the  way  of  life  revealed  by 
Jesus. 

We  can  improve  the  state  of 
the  church  and  also  the  fullness 
of  our  own  lives  by  devoting 
more  of  our  time,  our  talents,  our 
interests,  our  prayers  and  our 
resources  to  the  church.  Give  the 
best  you  have  to  the  church  and 
the  kingdom  and  the  best  will 
come  back  to  you. 
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Literary  Values 

of  the   New  Hymnal 


Morley  Mays 

Dean  of  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania 


THE  attention  paid  by  the 
Hymnal  Committee  to  the 
literary  qualities  of  the 
hymns  which  it  has  selected  for 
the  new  Brethren  hymnal  has 
had  but  one  purpose  in  view. 
That  purpose  was  to  make  rea- 
sonably certain  that  every  hymn 
in  the  new  book  would  contrib- 
ute in  full  measure  to  the  spir- 
itual enrichment  of  every  one 
who  would  use  it.  The  new  hym- 
nal, above  all  else,  is  to  be  a 
manual  of  worship  for  the 
church,  the  home  and  the  indi- 
vidual. 

Those  of  the  committee  who 
took  special  responsibility  for 
examining  the  literary  values  of 
the  many  hymns  considered 
sought  conscientiously  to  avoid 
any  appearance  of  striving  for 
fine  words  or  beautiful  phrases 
for  their  own  sake.  It  is  easy 
to  assume  that  anything  literary 
is  slightly  artificial  or  empty  of 
meaning.  In  regarding  some- 
thing as  literary  we  may  give  it 
a  false  and  gaudy  beauty.  The 
literary  is  sometimes  thought  to 
be  for  the  delicate  delight  of  the 
few  who  have  special  talents  for 
appreciating  anything  beautiful. 
Doubtless  there  are  some  with- 
in the  Brotherhood  who  have 
been  apprehensive  lest  the  new 
hymnal  be  a  literary  master- 
piece rather  than  a  manual  of 
worship.  From  time  to  time  fears 
have  been  expressed  that  the 
hymnal  would  be  high-brow  and 
unsuited  to  the  religious  needs 
of  the  average  person  who  would 
use  it.  Perhaps,  it  was  thought, 
the   hymnal   would  be   for   the 


highly  educated  and  the  cultured 
and  not  also  for  the  less  learned. 

Fortunately,  both  in  intent  and 
accomplishment,  it  is  possible  to 
allay  the  fears  of  those  who  ex- 
pect the  new  hymnal  to  be  high- 
ly literary  in  the  sense  which  has 
just  been  suggested.  When  the 
Hymnal  Committee  decided  to 
make  literary  values  one  aspect 
of  its  study,  it  did  so  out  of  the 
conviction  that  the  message  of  a 
hymn  cannot  be  considered  to 
the  total  exclusion  of  the  way  in 
which  that  message  is  conveyed. 
Any  claim  that  the  form  of 
speech  in  a  hymn  is  unimportant 
rests  on  a  false  distinction.  It 
is  not  possible  to  ignore  the  lan- 
guage of  a  hymn,  because  the 
message  and  the  form  of  lan- 
guage in  which  it  is  clothed  com- 
bine in  an  inseparable  union. 
The  language  represents  either 
the  clarity  or  the  confusion,  the 
grace  or  the  clumsiness,  with 
which  the  message  is  conceived. 
A  nobly  and  beautifully  worded 
hymn  represents  a  noble  and 
beautiful  concept.  A  crude  state- 
ment is  but  the  embodiment  of 
a  crude  idea. 

Whose  concept  of  God  is  not 
richer  and  more  vital  for  hav- 
ing sung  of  him  as  "Lord  of  all 
being  throned  afar,  whose  glory 
flames  from  sun  and  star,  center 
and  soul  of  every  sphere,  yet  to 
each  loving  heart  how  near"? 
There  is  no  ring  of  literary  arti- 
ficiality about  a  beautiful  hymn 
line  like  that,  because  it  repre- 
sents a  profound  and  enriching 
understanding  of  the  nature  of 
God.  In  this  sense  only,  then,  of 


discovering  adequate  concepts 
clothed  in  appropriate  language, 
the  new  hymnal  may  be  said  to 
bow  to  the  claims  of  literary 
merit. 

Who  of  us  would  wish  our 
hymnal  to  be  anything  less  than 
this?  No  one  objects  to  the  Bible 
because  of  the  literary  excel- 
lence which  it  has  been  univer- 
sally recognized  as  having.  The 
Psalms  are  really  hymns,  and  for 
beauty  of  expression  they  are 
unsurpassed.  Why  should  we  not 
strive  to  emulate  them  in  the 
praise  and  petition  of  all  our 
worship?  If  every  hymn  which 
we  sing  had  the  literary  merit 
of  the  Psalms  it  would  indeed 
be  an  enviable  accomplishment. 

The  hymnal  remains  the  most 
readily  available  and  perhaps 
the  sole  means  for  general  par- 
ticipation in  the  service  of  pub- 
lic worship.  As  such  it  is  the 
outlet  for  the  expression  of  our 
deepest     spiritual     experiences. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  singing 
of  good  hymns  is  a  means  of 
giving  back  to  us  new  spiritual 
elevation  and  enlightenment. 
For  any  Christian  it  would  be 
a  mark  of  genuine  spiritual 
growth  to  find  and  appreciate 
new  ways  of  saying  and  singing 
the  old,  old  truths  of  our  faith. 
One  cannot  long  engage  in  con- 
gregational singing  without  be- 
ing either  enriched  or  impover- 
ished in  Christian  living.  The 
new  hymnal  is  dedicated  to  the 
hope  that  for  all  who  will  use  it 
the  genuinely  literary  excellence 
of  its  contents  will  be  a  source  of 
joy  and  growth. 
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Drinking 

From 

the 


Giving 
Fountain 


William  Hole 
Gramstorff  Bros.,  Inc. 


Elmer  F.  Johnson 

Pastor,   Bartlesville,   Oklahoma 


JESUS  CHRIST  had  as  one  of 
his  main  interests,  the  thing 
which  Brethren  are  empha- 
sizing this  year,  the  Deepening 
of  the  Spiritual  Life.  Let  us  look 
at  him  and  his  method  as  he  pro- 
ceeds to  shed  light  upon  the 
process. 

Food  and  drink  are  essential 
to  life  and  procuring  them  has 
always  been  a  problem  for  the 
human  race.  It  is  true  that  "man 
does  not  live  by  bread  alone," 
but  it  is  just  as  true  that  man 
does  not  live  without  bread.  The 
problem  which  poses  itself  is  not 
a  question  of  what  we  can  dis- 
pense with,  but  rather  one  of  get- 
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ting  things  in  their  proper  order. 
Jesus  helped  the  Samaritan 
woman  and  us  to  find  an  answer. 
Wrong  desires  must  be  replaced 
with  right  ones. 

Jesus,  travel-worn  and  weary, 
hungry  and  thirsty,  sat  down  on 
the  curb  of  Jacob's  well  while  his 
followers  went  for  food.  Soon  a 
woman  came  to  draw  water  for 
her  household.  Jesus  asked  for 
a  drink.  His  boldness  surprised 
her  and  in  the  course  of  their 
conversation  he  was  able  to  sug- 
gest to  her  the  need  for  deepen- 
ing her  spiritual  life.  To  her  and 
to  us  he  said,  "You  will  need  to 
rearrange  your  thinking  and 
your  life;  you  are  too  much  tak- 
en up  with  temporal  things;  you 


have  been  too  busy  trying  to 
satisfy  the  desires  of  the  flesh; 
you  are  woefully  ignorant.  If 
you  knew  the  gift  of  God,  you 
would  be  asking  for  a  drink,  and 
he  would  have  given  thee  living 
water."  To  the  disciples  he  had 
said,  "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness." 

The  disciples  were  quite  sur- 
prised on  their  return  from  the 
village;  the  Master  was  rested 
and  refreshed.  When  they  ques- 
tioned among  themselves,  he 
gave  them  answer,  "I  have  meat 
to  eat  that  ye  know  not  of;  my 
meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  my 
Father."  Knowing  about  Christ 
is  not  enough,  we  must  know 
him,  personally  and  intimately. 


He  is  the  Bread  and  Water  of 
life.  Having  become  acquainted 
with  him,  discovering  his  will 
and  consecrating  our  lives  to 
him  we  are  able  to  do  away  with 
some  desires  and  rearrange  oth- 
ers. Life  then  becomes  trans- 
formed for  us. 

Too  often  we  have  pointed  to 
victory  in  a  military  conquest  or 
success  in  the  economic  field  as 
evidence  of  God's  approval  upon 
our  lives  and  activities.  God 
plays  no  favorites  among  the  na- 
tions or  peoples.  He  does  not 
give  evidence  of  any  plans  to  set 
up  a  material  kingdom.  He  un- 
doubtedly loves  all  as  much  as 
he  loves  any  one.  Surely  we  need 


in  our  day  to  take  a  fresh  look 
at  God  in  Christ.  He  crossed  ra- 
cial borders,  broke  down  barriers 
of  caste  and  trod  upon  the  tra- 
ditions of  men  with  utter  aban- 
don. He  was  in  close  touch  with 
his  Father  and  ours.  He  visited 
with  his  Father  very  frequently, 
by  searching  the  Word,  by  med- 
itation and  by  prayer.  He  dis- 
covered God's  will  and  received 
God's  spirit  this  way. 

Jesus  learned  early  in  life  the 
lesson  all  must  learn:  our  God 
is  more  than  a  God  of  "Thou 
shalt  not."  He  is  also  a  God  of 
"Thou  shalt"  and  is  saying  to  us, 
"This  do  and  thou  shalt  live," 
and   "If   ye   know   these   things 


From    the    Nation's    Capital 


A.  Stauffer  Curry 


Representatives  of  at  least  nine 
denominational  and  interdenomina- 
tional groups  met  recently  in  the 
city  of  Washington  to  plan  and  co- 
ordinate a  series  of  political  educa- 
tion and  action  seminars  for  the  win- 
ter and  spring  of  1949-1950.  In  gen- 
eral, these  seminars  are  for  the 
purpose  of  acquainting  Christian 
people  with  the  activities  of  govern- 
ment and  the  relationships  and 
responsibilities  of  Christians  to  gov- 
ernment. 

Interdenominational    general    semi- 
nars 

A  series  of  two  general  seminars 
is  being  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
Congregational,  Methodist,  Baptist, 
and  Presbyterian  churches  plus  the 
United  Council  of  Church  Women. 
The  Friends,  Lutherans,  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  Brethren  are  also  co- 
operating in  the  planning  and  ad- 
ministration of  these  seminars.  They 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  7-10  and  April 
18-21,  1950.  Adults,  including  min- 
isters, laymen  and  laywomen,  will 
be  invited.  Quotas  have  been  as- 
signed various  denominations. 
Seminars  on  rural  life 

The  above-mentioned  interdenom- 
inational group  is  also  sponsoring  a 
rural  seminar  for  March  7-10,  1950. 
Last  year  at  least  five  Brethren  rep- 
resentatives attended  the  rural  sem- 
inar. As  this  is  written  the  Friends 
are  also  planning,  tentatively,  a  ru- 
ral seminar  for  Jan.  31  to  Feb.  11, 
1950. 
"Graduate"  seminar  is  new 

Inasmuch  as  many  persons  at- 
tended seminars  in  the  last  half- 
dozen  years,  it  was  felt  wise  to  plan 
a  "graduate"  seminar,  in  which  high- 


ly specialized  work  will  be  done,  for 
persons  who  would  like  to  return  to 
Washington  for  this  type  of  study. 
It  will  be  held  May  9-12,  1950,  and 
is  sponsored  by  the  same  interde- 
nominational group. 
Denominational  adult  seminars 

A  number  of  denominations  are 
planning  seminars  specifically  for 
groups  of  adults  in  their  respective 
fellowships.  The  schedule  is  as  fol- 
lows: Disciples  of  Christ,  March  13- 
16;  and  the  National  Lutheran  Coun- 
cil, April  3-4,  1950. 
Student  seminars  most  numerous 

Many  seminars  are  being  planned 
for  students,  both  by  denominations 
and  by  interdenominational  groups, 
as  follows:  Presbyterian,  U.S.A., 
Feb.  17-19;  Baptist,  Feb<  19-21;  Meth- 
odist, Feb.  26-28;  United  Christian 
Youth  Movement,  March  2-4;  Nation- 
al Intercollegiate  Christian  Council, 
March  26-28  and  April  23-25. 

The  Friends  have  the  biggest  line- 
up of  student  seminars  as  follows: 
two  college  student  seminars,  Feb. 
23-26  and  April  20-23;  a  Young 
Friends  seminar,  March  23-26;  three 
high  school  seminars,  Feb.  16-19, 
March  16-19,  and  April  13-16,  1950. 
Brethren  plan  for  adults  and  youth 

The  Brethren  Service  Commission 
is  planning  a  seminar  for  youth  and 
adults,  including  ministers,  for  May 
2-5,  1950.  Up  to  100  people  can  be 
accommodated.  Last  spring  and 
summer  101  people  attended  two 
seminars  sponsored  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission.  Members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  are  also 
invited  to  attend  the  interdenomina- 
tional general,  rural  and  "graduate" 
seminars. 


happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them." 
Our  great  fund  of  knowledge, 
our  wonderful  skill  in  arts  and 
crafts,  our  ingenuity  and  ability 
in  the  fields  of  commerce  and  in- 
dustry are  all  good  in  their  place 
but  these  things  have  somehow 
been  disappointing  and  have  left 
us  with  an  empty  feeling.  Be- 
sides we  have  had  instruments 
placed  in  our  hands  that  are 
frightening  us  badly.  Why  not 
sit  with  Christ  at  Jacob's  well 
and  let  him  enlighten  us?  The 
world  needs  to  know  Christ,  to 
bow  at  his  feet  in  penitence,  to 
get  a  new  lease  on  life.  "If  thou 
knewest  the  gift  of  God,  .  .  ."  All 
our  problems  would  quickly  dis- 
solve and  vanish  if  we  knew  the 
Gift  of  God  and  were  drinking 
freely  from  that  "Living  Foun- 
tain." 

"The  woman  saith  unto  him, 
Sir,  give  me  this  water."  God 
help  us  all  to  say  as  much. 


What's  Right? 

Continued  from  page  7 

guises,  seeking  to  mislead  the 
very  elect. 

Today  war,  slavery,  intemper- 
ance and  materialism  are  still 
with  us.  We  must  stand  where 
our  Lord  taught  us  to  stand, 
where  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
lead  us  to  stand  on  the  great 
questions  of  our  time.  How  can 
we  avoid  war  and  establish 
peace  and  justice?  We  know  that 
it  is  not  enough  to  be  against 
evil;  we  must  be  for  its  opposite. 

How  can  we  help  people  to 
marry  and  live  together  so  that 
domestic  tragedies  can  be  avoid- 
ed and  family  life  be  made  more 
Christian?  How  shall  we  teach 
young  people  about  such  prob- 
lems as  communism,  gambling, 
drinking,  etc.,  and  inculcate  such 
spiritual  ideals  in  them  as  to 
meet  their  daily  temptations 
arising  out  of  life  situations?  Our 
young  people  are  tomorrow's 
church  as  we  all  know,  and  our 
responsibility  is  plain. 
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Seminary  Students  Study  Labor 


Gordon  Shull 

Yale   Divinity   School 
New   Haven,    Connecticut 


DURING  1948,  we  donated  a 
$250,000  clothing  factory  to  the 
people  of  Carrara,  Italy,  to 
help  its  Italian  fellow  workers  re- 
habilitate themselves.  This  plant  is 
now  in  operation." 

I  pinched  myself,  blinked  my  eyes 
and  looked  again.  The  words  were 
still  there,  in  black  and  white.  But 
they  were  hard  to  believe! 

For  this  was  not  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, but  the  annual  convention  of  a 
labor  movement.  And  I  was  reading, 
not  the  Brethren  Service  page  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger,  but  the  Amal- 
gamated Clothing  Workers'  page  of 
labor's  annual  report! 

"So  the  church  has  no  monopoly 
on  brotherhood"  I  thought.  "And  the 
B.S.C.  has  no  monopoly  on  brother- 
hood at  Carrara,  either.  For  even 
after  the  clothes  Brethren  gave  to 
the  men  and  women  of  Carrara  have 
been  worn  to  shreds,  the  gift  of  the 
Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers  of 
America  will  be  going  strong,  help- 
ing these  same  men  and  women  to 
clothe  themselves." 

But  that  was  not  all.  I  pinched 
myself  again  when  I  read,  in  an- 
other pamphlet,  that  "in  1947  the 
labor  movement  canceled  its  annual 
dinner  and  used  the  funds  to  send 
CARE  packages  to  Germany." 

I  was  at  the  convention  for  only 
two  days,  but  time  after  time  I  came 
face  to  face  with  facts  just  as  sur- 
prising as  these. 

There  was  the  conversation  with 
Charles  Weber,  for  example.  As  an 
ordained  Methodist  minister,  Weber 
spent  some  eight  years  on  the  fac- 
ulty of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York  before  he  entered  the 
labor  movement.  His  eyes  kindled 
when  he  said,  "You  know,  our  last 
state  convention  passed  a  resolution 
against  racial  discrimination  .  .  ." 

I  wish  you  could  have  met  George 
Guernsey.  He  had  been  president 
of  his  Epworth  League  in  Chicago 
(it  is  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow- 
ship now).  He  taught  mathematics 
for  a  while  after  he  had  finished 
college,  but  somehow  or  other  he 
was  not  satisfied.   "You  see,"  he  said, 


Labor  donated  a  $250,000  clothing  factory  to  Carrara,  Italy.  These  are 

some  of  the  more  than  200  workers  who  were  given  a  new  lease  on 

life  through  the  jobs  which  it  afforded 
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"we  teach  that  two  plus  two  equals 
four.  But  we  never  give  them  a 
problem  like  this:  If  a  man  is  earn- 
ing $26  a  week,  and  has  a  wife  and 
three  kids,  how  much  can  he  afford 
for  rent?  For  groceries?  For  medical 
care?" 

But  how  did  it  happen  that  I,  a 
seminary  student,  was  attending  a 
labor  convention?    Here's  how: 

The  poster  on  the  seminary  bulle- 
tin board  had  been  an  eyecatcher. 
Newspaper  headlines,  pasted  on  the 
poster,  had  blazed,  "STEEL  INDUS- 
TRY PARALYZED  BY  MAMMOTH 
STRIKE" — and  there  were  pictures 
to  prove  it. 

Here,  then,  was  an  unbeatable 
combination:  a  labor  convention 
coming  right  in  the  midst  of  a  na- 
tion-wide steel  strike  and  a  chance 
to  sit  down  and  pepper  labor  leaders 
with  our  questions.  For  eighty  stu- 
dents in  sixteen  seminaries  this 
"double  feature"  was  too  good  to 
miss. 

The  questions  came  thick  and  fast. 
The  discussions  were  lively.  Would 
you  like  to  get  in  on  a  few  of 
them?— 

What  is  this  Religion  and  Labor 
Foundation  that  sponsored  this  con- 
ference for  seminary  students? 

We  learned  that  it  is  an  organiza- 
tion that  seeks  to  bring  churchmen 
and  labor  union  members  face  to 
face,  so  they  can  talk  with  each 
other,  instead  of  just  about  each 
other. 


What  does  labor  want  Congress 
to  do? 

We  spent  a  full  evening  on  this 
question.  We  learned  that  labor 
wants  much  more  than  the  repeal  of 
the  Taft-Hartley  Act.  They  work 
also  for  such  things  as  admitting 
displaced  persons  to  this  country, 
soil  conservation,  a  Missouri  Valley 
Authority  to  match  TVA,  repeal  of 
the  oleomargarine  tax  and  a  national 
health  insurance  program  to  raise 
the  level  of  America's  health  and 
against  universal  military  training. 

What  does  labor  think  about  farm 
prices? 

We  were  told  that  labor  wants 
farm  prices  kept  high.  "In  the  first 
place,  the  farmer  is  a  human  being 
and  deserves  a  good  life  just  as  much 
as  the  next  man."  In  the  second 
place,  when  Farmer  Brown  gets  high 
prices,  he  can  afford  to  buy  the 
things  Worker  Jim  makes  in  the 
factory,  just  as  Jim  can  buy  more 
and  better  groceries  when  his  wages 
are  high. 

If  Farmer  Brown  would  get  lower 
prices  and  there  were  no  subsidy, 
then  he  would  have  to  quit  buying 
the  things  he  wants ;  the  stores  would 
not  be  able  to  sell  their  goods;  they 
would  cancel  their  orders  to  the  fac- 
tory where  Jim  works,  and  Jim 
would  be  out  of  a  job. 

That  means  Jim  would  not  be  able 
to  buy  groceries;  Brown  could  not 
sell  his  eggs  or  pork.  So  Brown 
would   have   even   less   money,    the 


goods  on  the  store  counters  would 
pile  higher  and  higher,  the  factories 
would  shut  down  and  there  would 
be  much  food  and  merchandise 
around,  with  many  people  needing 
it  badly,  but  no  one  able  to  buy  it. 
Depression! 

Labor  understands  something  that 
all  of  us  must  understand:  that 
farmers  and  workers  are  on  the  same 
team  in  this  fight  against  depression! 

What's  the  point  in  demanding 
higher  wages  when  it  simply  forces 
prices  up? 

"There  isn't  any  point  in  that," 
came  the  quick  answer.  But  higher 
wages  do  not  have  to  force  prices  up. 
We  believe  that  higher  wages  should 
come  out  of  profits,  not  out  of 
boosted  prices." 

We  learned  the  facts  on  which 
they  based  their  case:  In  1948, 
American  industries  had  twenty-one 
billion  dollars  left  over  after  taxes. 

Wages  have  gone  up  15%  since 
1939,  in  terms  of  what  a  dollar  will 
buy.   Profits  have  gone  up  65%. 

This  is  exactly  what  happened 
between  1924  and  1929.  The  amount 
of  things  produced  went  up  35%; 
profits  went  up  72%;  wages  went  up 
5%.  The  people  did  not  have  the 
money  to  buy  what  they  had  pro- 
duced. Things  began  to  stack  up  in 
the  warehouses;  the  people  who  had 
a  lot  of  money  did  not  want  them; 
the  people  who  did  want  them  did 
not  have  any  money. 

The  men  with  the  money  tried  to 
invest  it  in  new  businesses.  But 
why  manufacture  anything  when  no 
one  has  the  money  to  buy  it? 

That  is  what  happens  when  wages 
do  not  keep  up  with  profits.  That  is 
what  labor  leaders  see  when  they 
say  wages  must  be  raised  without 
forcing  prices  any  higher,  if  we  are 
to  avoid  a  depression. 

The  thing  that  discourages  me," 
said  a  seminary  student  who  had 
grown  up  in  a  steel  town,  "is  the 
leaders  in  the  local  unions.  They 
just  don't  have  the  idealism  that  you 
national  leaders  have.  They  are  out 
for  dough,  dough,  dough  .  .  .  and 
lots  of  times  they  do  not  seem  to  un- 
derstand why  they  are  on  strike.  Un- 
ion affairs  can  be  a  mighty  petty 
thing." 

"Too  true,"  admitted  the  labor 
leader.  "Far  be  it  from  me  to  claim 
that  our  labor  unions  are  perfect. 
That  is  one  reason  why  we  are  so 
eager  to  have  unselfish  and  intelli- 
gent people  get  into  the  labor  move- 
ment. 

What  shall  we  as  Christians  do 
about  the  labor  movement? 

We  wished  that  there  might  have 
been  more  time  to  talk  about  this 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

We  find  ourselves  in  a  community 
and  in  a  circle  of  acquaintances  who 
entertain  on  a  rather  lavish  basis — 
fine  china  and  silverware,  ex- 
panded menus,  etc. — which  we  can- 
not keep  up  with  in  time  or  money. 
My  husband  feels  we  should  go 
ahead  and  invite  these  friends  and 
others  into  our  home  for  meals  and 
do  it  in  a  way  which  will  not  put  too 
great  a  strain  on  the  budget,  having 
plain,  wholesome  food  and  even  us- 
ing paper  napkins.  However,  I  am 
more  sensitive  about  these  things 
and  feel  we  should  wait  to  enter- 
tain until  we  can  get  our  standard  of 
living  raised  to  a  higher  level.  What 
do  you  think? 

A  Young  Wife. 

Dear    Friend, 

Before  I  give  you  my  thoughts  on 
your  problem,  I  want  to  share  with 
you  two  life  incidents. 

A  young  girl  had  just  been  mar- 
ried. A  favorite  aunt  of  her  hus- 
band came  to  her  and  said,  "Have 
people  in  your  home  to  meals.  Even 
if  you  have  to  slice  the  bread  a  little 
thinner,  have  guests.  It  is  so  good 
for  families." 

A  mother  found  herself  near  meal- 
time with  unexpected  company.  The 
question  of  what  to  serve  was  being 
anxiously  discussed.  The  father-in- 
law  said  quietly,  "Ten  years  from 
now  they  will  not  remember  what 
they  had  to  eat  in  your  home  but 


they  will  remember  whether  or  not 
they  were  welcome." 

I  don't  think  you  want  to  put  off 
having  these  friends  in  your  home  to 
meals  until  you  can  keep  up  with 
them.  To  the  extent  you  do  this, 
you  are  depriving  yourself  and  your 
family  of  the  heart-warming  and 
spirit-lifting  joy  which  hospitality 
brings  to  a  home  and  you  are  caus- 
ing your  friends  to  miss  the  special 
touch  in  their  lives  your  home  alone 
can  give  them. 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
major  ills  of  family  life  is  the  frantic 
struggle  "to  keep  up  with  our  neigh- 
bors" which  makes  for  living  beyond 
one's  means  with  its  resultant  fric- 
tion and  unhappiness.  Simplicity  of 
living  is  one  of  our  most  precious 
Brethren  teachings.  You  and  your 
husband  really  have  a  unique  op- 
portunity to  place  the  emphasis  in 
your  entertaining  where  it  should 
be,  on  friendly  atmosphere,  high  con- 
versation and  creative  beauty,  rather 
than  on  the  things  money  can  buy. 

Try  to  overcome  your  sensitive- 
ness by  rethinking  values  and  start 
with  what  you  have — paper  napkins 
and  all  —  without  any  apologies. 
Tasty  food,  graciously  served  in  a 
home  where  the  spirit  of  hospitality 
is  genuine,  will  be  an  enriching  ex- 
perience in  the  lives  of  your  friends 
and  make  them  want  to  come  again. 
They  will  remember  that  they  were 
welcome. 

Your  Counselor. 


very  important  problem.  We  did  not 
draft  any  statement,  but  each  of  us 
came  to  some  tentative  conclusions. 
Some  of  us  felt  that,  until  we  receive 
more  light  on  the  subject,  our  atti- 
tude and  our  acts  will  be  something 
like  this: 

We  will  not  become  yes-men  for 
the  labor  movement.  Always  our 
loyalty  to  all  mankind  under  God 
will  be  higher  than  our  loyalty  to 
any  particular  group  of  men.  In 
times  of  tension  between  labor  and 
management,  our  first  concern  will 
be  that  everyone  in  the  community 
shall  have  a  chance  to  study  both 
sides  of  the  question. 

We  will  remember  that  one  of  the 
great  missions  of  the  church  is  that 
of  reconciliation.  We  will  offer  our 
time  and,  if  necessary,  our  church  fa- 
cilities to  fulfill   this  ministry. 

We  will  not  "pass  by  on  the  other 
side"  any  longer.  We  will  not  let  our 


ministry  of  reconciliation  blind  our 
eyes  to  injustice  or  muzzle  our 
mouths  to  a  loving  but  prophetic  ex- 
posure of  sin  wherever  we  find  it,  in 
the  ranks  of  labor  or  of  management. 

As  churchmen  we  will  invite  labor 
and  management  to  our  youth  fel- 
lowships, our  men's  clubs  and  our 
ladies'  organizations  about  their  pur- 
poses and  hopes.  We  will  try  to 
expand  our  church  programs  to  meet 
the  needs  of  working  people. 

As  individuals  we  will  visit  labor 
and  management  meetings,  get  ac- 
quainted with  their  leaders  and  find 
out  what  their  problems  are. 

We  will  ask  piercing  questions 
about  the  Christian  relationship  be- 
tween the  wage  of  the  lowest  paid 
worker  and  the  salary  of  the  top 
executive  and  we  shall  suggest  that 
the  Golden  Rule  be  applied. 


FEBRUARY     4,     1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Richard  Joseph  arrived  in  the  home  of  Richard  and 
Ann  Burger  on  Jan.  13.  His  father  and  mother  are 
serving  their  second  term  on  the  Africa  field. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Royer  Schlotman,  whose  obituary  ap- 
peared in  the  Jan.  14  issue,  died  on  Sept.  30,  1949,  at 
nearly  ninety-four  years  of  age.  This  information  was 
omitted  from  the  item. 

Payette  church,  Idaho,  will  observe  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  its  organization  with  an  all-day  meeting  on 
Sunday,  March  12.  The  celebration  will  be  a  home- 
coming for  any  members  who  have  lived  in  this  con- 
gregation. 

Thirty- four  members  of  Middle  Creek  Sunday  school 
of  the  West  Conestoga  congregation,  Pa.,  adopted  the 
"miss-a-meal"  suggestion  of  Rufus  D.  Bowman  and  are 
sending  $170  extra  to  achieve  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
goal.  This  encouraging  word  comes  from  the  superin- 
tendent, Bro.  Charles  Zook. 

Ira  E.  Foutz  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  been  supply- 
ing the  Messenger  offices  for  a  good  many  years  with 
clippings  from  Eastern  papers.  These  have  been  very 
valuable  in  keeping  up  with  the  news,  and  in  finding 
significant  activities  which  are  being  carried  forward 
by  earnest  Christians.  The  news  of  such  activities  is 
frequently  lost  on  the  back  pages  of  our  daily  press. 

Grace  W.  Hewitt  sends  us  a  clipping  from  Portland, 
Oregon,  encouraging  America  to  strengthen  her  homes 
in  these  days  when  she  is  spending  so  much  thought 
otherwise  toward  what  she  calls  national  defense.  The 
clipping  points  out  the  evils  of  letting  children  grow 
up  with  unsupervised  radio  programs  and  comic  books. 
It  points  out  also  the  evils  of  our  modern  divorce  sys- 
tem. 

Winter  Park  church,  Fla.,  will  celebrate  its  twenty- 
fifth  birthday  on  Feb.  15.  Bro.  Warren  Bowman,  presi- 
dent of  Bridgewater  College,  will  bring  three  messages 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  12,  at  11:00  a.m.  and  2:30  and  7:30 
p.m.  The  church  will  recognize  its  charter  members 
and  pay  tribute  to  Bro.  C.  E.  Bower,  who  has  given 
twenty-three  years  of  service  to  the  church.  The  con- 
gregation, starting  with  twenty  -  two  members,  now 
has  a  membership  of  170.  Bro.  Floyd  N.  Biddix  is  the 
pastor. 

President  Truman  received  an  open  letter  from  710 
German  steel  workers  urging  him  to  call  a  halt  to  the 
dismantling  of  industrial  organizations  in  Germany.  The 
letter  started  out  like  this:  "It  is  with  heavy  hearts  that 
we  come  to  you  .  .  .  for  help  in  our  despair.  We  are  to 
see  the  complete  destruction  of  the  plant  which  is  our 
livelihood.  The  reason  for  this  we  can  never  under- 
stand." The  letter  ended:  "Dear  Mr.  President,  if  you 
can't  help  us  and  help  us  quickly,  we  and  our  fami- 
lies will  be  lost.  Will  you  not,  as  the  leader  of  the  great- 
est and  most  humane  nation  in  the  world,  save  our 
plant  and  make  it  possible  for  us  to  live  as  decent, 
useful  people?"  To  this  letter  was  signed  in  small 
writing  the  names  of  the  710  workers  and  heads  of 
families  who  depend  upon  this  steel  plant  for  their 
livelihood. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Robert  Ebey  of  Castaher,  Puerto  Rico,  sent  us  recent- 
ly bulletins  of  the  church  service  there.  They  were 
printed  in  Spanish  and  they  were  very  attractive.  The 
new  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Puerto  Rico  seems  to 
be  advancing. 

Calvin  and  Harriett  Bright  write  from  West  China 
to  tell  of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  church  there. 
Their  letter  sounds  very  encouraging  indeed.  Though 
there  is  uncertainty  because  of  changes  in  government, 
yet  quietly  the  work  of  the  church  and  the  work  of 
Christian   growth   advances. 

At  Elizabethiown,  Pa.,  there  has  been  a  steady 
growth  in  the  Christmas  mission  offering  over  a  period 
of  years.  The  record  which  they  have  sent  us  reads  as 
follows:  1946— $1,955;  1947— $2,103;  1948— $3,641;  1949 
—$3,753.  May  God  bless  the  Elizabethtown  church  as  it 
reaches  out  in  this  way  toward  world  evangelism. 

A  very  attractive  and  thought-provoking  booklet  en- 
titled Forbidden  Neighbors  has  been  produced  by  the 
New  York  State  Committee  on  Discrimination  and 
Housing.  This  book  can  be  secured  by  writing  that  com- 
mittee in  New  York  City.  The  booklet  is  designed  to  be 
of  special  help  during  Brotherhood  Week,  Feb.  12-19. 
The  address  is  35  West  32nd  St.,  New  York  1.  The  price 
is  twenty  cents. 

A  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  meeting  (FAO) 
of  the  United  Nations  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
at  the  end  of  November.  Dan  West  was  the  Brethren 
representative  on  the  committee.  The  committee  dis- 
cussed how  to  get  surpluses  in  some  countries  and  un- 
derproduction and  hunger  in  other  countries  together. 
They  believe,  if  this  problem  can  be  solved,  war  can 
be  removed  from  international  affairs. 

M.  S.  Rao  of  the  Madras  Guardian,  one  of  India's 
oldest  Christian  newspapers,  said  recently  in  New  York, 
"The  best  service  missionaries  can  render  to  India  is  to 
come  in  great  numbers,  as  partners  in  service,  to  main- 
tain the  feeling  that  the  church  in  India  is  still  part  of 
the  world  church."  The  right  kind  of  missionaries,  he 
continued,  can  help  India  maintain  international  ties 
by  breaking  down  the  long-standing  Indian  resentment 
against  white  men  as  exploiters  and  imperialists. 

John  Detrick,  writing  from  Communist  -  occupied 
China,  where  he  has  been  carrying  on  his  mission  work 
for  more  than  a  year,  says,  "We  are  surrounded  with 
new  laws,  new  ideas,  new  methods,  new  ideologies.  We 
are  now  learning  whether  we  are  open-minded,  adapt- 
able to  new  situations,  and  inventive  in  re-expressing 
the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love.  We  thank  God 
for  our  opportunities.  Only  a  few  foreigners  are  in 
the  interior.  The  Chinese  rightfully  now  have  the  po- 
sitions of  administration  in  all  organizations.  We  are 
still  feeling  our  way  in  a  new  territory,  but  we  know 
that  the  need  for  love  will  increase  daily  and  must  be 
expressed  through  us.  We  have  faith  in  Him,  and  we 
ask  you  to  have  faith  in  Him.  You  can  best  support  us 
now  by  developing  an  open-mindedness  which  will  sift 
the  truth  from  error  by  facing  facts  instead  of  preju- 
dices, by  leading  yourself  and  your  neighbors  into  co- 
operative efforts  for  every  just  and  good  work  in  your 
community  and  by  understanding  the  great  world  tur- 
moil through  the  eyes  of  God." 


THEME   FOR  1950:   Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


A  group  of  fifteen  editors  left  for  Europe  about  mid- 
January  to  make  a  tour  of  the  continent  in  order  that 
they  might  evaluate  from  firsthand  information  the 
Marshall  Plan.  They  were  to  visit  England,  Germany, 
Italy  and  France  and  other  areas  where  Marshall  goods 
have  gone.  Among  the  group  were  editors  or  editorial 
representatives  from  the  Des  Moines  Register,  The  Cleve- 
land Press,  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  The  Minne- 
apolis Tribune,  The  Toledo  Blade  and  many  others. 

Benton  Rhoades,  missionary  to  Ecuador,  writes  that 
as  he  and  others  were  engaged  in  distributing  relief 
goods  which  had  been  sent  from  America  for  the  vic- 
tims of  the  earthquake  there,  they  were  set  upon  by 
a  fanatical  mob.  Shots  were  fired,  clubs  were  used, 
some  damage  was  done  to  their  equipment  and  one 
innocent  bystander  was  killed.  The  missionaries  had 
distributed  clothing  during  the  day  and  had  returned  in 
the  evening,  at  the  invitation  of  the  villagers,  to  show 
an  educational  moving  picture.  It  was  during  the  show- 
ing of  the  picture  that  the  attack  came.  A  newspaper 
says  that  a  number  of  the  leaders  of  the  attacking  mob 
were  identified  and  that  it  was  religious  fanaticism 
which  brought  about  the  attack.  Some  of  the  children 
of  the  leaders  of  the  mob  had  received  relief  goods 
during  the  distribution  earlier  in  the  day.  This  illus- 
trates how  sharply  antagonistic  the  religious  fanatics 
of  parts  of  South  America  are.  They  are  confused  by 
the  pronouncements  of  their  priests  and  take  these  ex- 
treme methods  to  give  expression  to  a  religion  which 
they  do  not  understand. 

La  Verne  College 

Summer  session  plans  have  been  announced  for  1950. 
Instituting  a  new  venture  in  this  respect,  courses  are 
being  scheduled  in  education,  psychology,  audio-visual 
education,  practice  teaching,  physical  education,  history, 
arts  and  crafts,  physical  science  survey  and  English  in 
the  six  weeks'  session,  June  26  to  Aug.  4.  Charles  E. 
Wagoner,  associate  professor  of  chemistry  and  dean  of 
men,  will  be  the  director. 

Seven  student  Christian  leaders  and  their  sponsor, 
Prof.  Herbert  Hogan,  attended  the  Brethren  Student 
Christian  Movement  Conference  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  over 
Thanksgiving  week  end.  Accompanying  Hogan  were 
Margaret  Brubaker  of  Grants  Pass,  Oregon;  Roy  Belcher 
of  Empire,  Calif.;  Dorothy  Sheets  of  Seattle,  Wash.; 
Ellen  Kalafatis,  North  Hollywood,  Calif.;  Phyllis  Sayre, 
Modesto,  Calif.;  and  Marilyn  Neher  and  Ralph  Click, 
both  of  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Washington  district  conference  elected  Harold  Baker 
of  Wenatchee  to  the  college  board  of  trustees.  He  will 
replace  Ross  A.  Heminger  of  Wenatchee  in  1950,  whose 
term  expires  at  that  time. 

Four  La  Verne  College  seniors  will  be  listed  in  the 
1949-50  Who's  Who  Among  Students  in  American  Uni- 
versities and  Colleges:  Mark  Bontrager,  student  body 
prexy  from  Kent,  Wash.;  Mary  Woody  Melhorn,  who 
came  to  La  Verne  from  Oakland;  Eunice  Crumpacker 
Rupel,  whose  home  before  her  marriage  was  Los  Ange- 
les; and  Delmar  S.  Stanley,  student  body  treasurer, 
Olympia,  Wash. 

Dorothy  Merritt,  dean  of  women  and  a  member  of  the 
faculty  in  the  departments  of  English  and  art  since  1925 
except  for  brief  interims,  is  taking  a  second  semester 
leave  of  absence  to  tour,  with  her  husband,  in  France, 
Italy,  Austria,  Switzerland,  Holland  and  Spain. 


A  student  deputation  team  gave  programs  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  San  Diego  and  Phoenix  and 
Glendale,  Arizona,  and  in  the  Methodist  church  in 
Blythe,  Calif.,  from  Dec.  29  to  Jan.  2.  Making  up  the 
team  were  Ellis  Harms  of  Kent,  Wash.,  Neva  Jo  Eisen- 
bise  of  Pasadena,  Arlene  Johnson  of  Gridley,  Ray  Wirth 
of  Modesto  and  Mary  Heiny  of  Empire. 

New  era  banquet  is  scheduled  for  March  3,  1950.  It 
will  mark  the  close  of  the  regional  conference  to  be  held 
on  the  college  campus  Feb.  23  to  March  3. 

A  bequest  amounting  to  more  than  $13,000  has  recent- 
ly been  received  from  the  estate  of  Guy  C.  Whitney 
of  Laton,  Calif.  The  will  of  the  deceased  stipulated  that 
the  funds  be  used  for  the  education  of  ministers  and 
Christian  workers. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  Harold  R.  Myers  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  in  the  Tampa  church, 
Fla„  Feb.  14-26. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leaiherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Knob 
Creek  church,  Tenn.,  Feb.  14-26. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Bunkertown 
church,  Pa.,  Feb.  26 — March  12;  in  the  Burnham  church,  Pa., 
March  19— April  2. 

Gains   for  the   Kingdom 

Four  added  to  the  Concord  church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Center  church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Moscow  church,  Va. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Boones  Mill  church,  Va. 

Six  added  to  the  Linville  Creek  church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Myersville  church,  Md. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Claysburg  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Ohio. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Hanover  church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Westernport  church,  Md. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Cherry  Lane  church,  Pa. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church,  Ind. 

Three  received  by  letter  in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ind. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Ind. 

One  received  on  former  baptism  in  the  Lena  church,  111. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  West  Manchester  church,  Ind. 

Six  received  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  Long  Beach  church, 
Calif. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Coventry 
church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Mineral  Creek 
church,  Mo. 

One  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Warrensburg 
church.  Mo. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Yellow  Creek 
church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Alliance 
church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Black  River 
church,  Ohio. 

Six  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt.  Etna 
church,  Iowa. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  eleven  received  by  letter  in  the  Spring- 
field church.  111. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Big  Swa- 
tara  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the  Mill 
Creek  church,  Va. 

Forty-one  added  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  San  Fernando 
Valley  church,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  and  twelve  received  by  letter  in  the  Eastwood 
church,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized,  four  received  by  letter  and  one  reclaimed  in  the 
Union  Center  church,  Ind. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  5 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  First  Gentile  Church.  Acts  11:19— 
13:3.  Memory  Selection:  In  Antioch  the  disciples  were  for  the 
first  time  called  Christians.    Acts  11:26. 

CBYF  Topic  for  February,  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
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PEACE  CARAVANS  CARRY  CN 


Lorell  Weiss 

Director  of  Social  Education 


DURING  the  past  two  and  one- 
half  years  peace  caravans  of 
Brethren  young  people  have 
visited  more  than  one  fifth  of  all 
Brethren  congregations  in  the  United 
States.  About  thirty  young  people 
have  participated.  The  majority 
gave  or  are  giving  a  full  year  to 
this  work  without  pay  except  for 
a  small  monthly  allowance  for  per- 
sonal necessities. 

What  has  this  activity  been  like? 
What  good  has  it  done?  At  what 
points  is  it  open  to  criticism? 

The  history  and  nature  of  caravan- 
ing  will  already  be  familiar  to  many 
readers.  The  idea  of  having  young 
people  travel  among  the  churches 
in  small  teams  to  teach  and  preach 
peace  was  first  tried  by  the  Brethren 
about  fifteen  years  ago.  It  was  re- 
vived in  the  fall  of  1947  as  an  out- 
growth of  a  peace  institute  at  Salina, 
Kansas,  that  summer. 

During  the  winter  of  1947-8  it  was 
primarily  a  regional  venture  of  the 
Western  Region.  In  the  spring  the 
Central  Region  joined  in  the  pro- 
gram, and  during  the  summer  a  spe- 
cial team  of  La  Verne  College  stu- 
dents caravaned  briefly  in  some 
Pacific  Coast  districts. 

In  the  fall  of  1948  peace  caravan- 
ing  became  a  national  program.  The 
social  education  department  of 
Brethren  Service  now  assumed  re- 
sponsibility for  the  selection,  train- 
ing, assignment  and  general  super- 
vision of  caravaners. 

The  regions,  however,  have  con- 
tinued to  carry  heavy  responsibili- 
ties. They  determine  whether  there 
shall  be  caravaning  in  their  terri- 
tory, arrange  travel  schedules  for 
the  teams  and  give  the  young  people 
appropriate  guidance  as  needed. 

As  adequate  records  are  not  avail- 
able for  the  first  year  when  supervi- 
sion was  entirely  regional,  this  re- 
view will  deal  mostly  with  the  past 
eighteen  months  since  the  program 
became  national. 


Caravaners  who  have 

served  since  September 

1948 

Paul  Mason,  Dawn,  Mo. 
Doris  Ruth  Myers,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
Alma  Moyers,  Brandonville.  W.  Va. 
Julia  Laprade,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 
Laban  Striie,  Hagersiown,  Md. 
Dorothy  Brandt,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Ruth  Warstler,  Goshen,  Ind. 
Urban  Long,  Ada,  Ohio 
Gloria  Nies,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
Rodney  Davis,  Elgin,  111. 
Herbert  Williams,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Ralph  Dull,  Brookville,  Ohio 
Hilda  Rumsey,  Lafayette,  Ohio 
Jeanne  Schrock,  Goshen,  Ind. 
Peggy  Eberly,  Elizabethfown,  Pa. 
Henry  Eckenrode,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Four  regions  have  participated  in 
that  time.  The  Southeastern  Region 
has  kept  caravaners  busy  almost 
continuously  much  of  the  time.  The 
Central  Region  used  one  team  until 
last  December  and  may  resume  the 
program  later.  The  Eastern  Region 
has  used  one  team  much  of  the  time 
since  January  1949.  The  Western 
Region  used  a  team  for  only  a  few 
weeks  in  the  spring  of  1949,  but  it 
had  as  many  as  three  teams  at  once 
during  the  winter  of  1947-8. 

A  team  is  usually  made  up  of  two 
or  three  persons,  sometimes  more. 
The  usual  practice  is  to  spend  a  week 
in  a  church.  Caravaners  are  ready 
to  teach  Sunday-school  classes  of  al- 
most any  age,  to  occupy  the  pulpit 


Peace  caravaners 
live  out  of  suitcases 
and  automobile 
trunks.  The  above 
picture  shows  the 
Ford  furnished  the 
caravaners  by  the 
men's  work  of  the 
Southeastern  Region 
loaded  and  ready 
for   traveling 


if  that  is  desired  and  to  meet  with 
almost  any  type  of  church  gathering. 

The  caravan  likes  best  of  all, 
however,  to  discuss  the  problems  of 
peace  with  the  same  group  of  people 
for  several  evenings  in  succession. 
Even  if  this  group  is  quite  small — as 
it  frequently  is — caravaners  feel  that 
more  real  progress  is  made  by  this 
method. 

They  feel,  moreover,  that  discus- 
sions are  superior  to  speeches.  They 
believe  that  more  real  thinking  is 
done  in  discussions.  There  is  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  both  sides  of  the 
question.  While  clear  conclusions 
are  not  as  easily  reached,  and  people 
are  more  likely  to  go  away  unsettled 
and  dissatisfied,  caravaners  consider 
this  is  a  sign  of  growth,  of  real  con- 
cern over  the  problem. 

The  caravan's  principal  goal  is 
Christian  peacemaking,  but  this  is 
broadly  interpreted.  In  their  discus- 
sions caravaners  permit  some  choice 
of  topics.  The  variety  of  subjects 
requested  is  surprisingly  large. 
Some  of  the  topics  discussed  are: 
Our  Brethren  Heritage,  What  Makes 
a  Growing  Church?  Practical  Chris- 
tianity, Organization  of  the  Church, 
Discipline  and  Peace,  Peace  in  the 
Home,  Peace  in  the  Church  and 
Peace  in  the  World. 

Caravaning  benefits  both  the  cara- 
vaner  and  the  entertaining  church. 
The  benefits  to  the  caravaner  are 
real  and  easily  observed.  He  gains  a 
larger  and  more  accurate  under- 
standing of  what  our  denomination 
is  like.  He  learns  about  the  interest- 
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ing  and  rather  surprising  differences 
among  congregations  and  the  various 
sections  of  the  Brotherhood.  He 
learns  about  the  total  program  of 
our  church  and  how  the  local  people 
respond  to  it  or  fail  to  do  so.  He 
learns  about  the  varied  and  compli- 
cated problems  which  our  ministers 
face. 

They  also  get  firsthand  practice  in 
peaceful  neighborliness.  Since  they 
travel  in  teams,  they  must  learn  to 
live  with  one  another.  It  is  a  strain 
to  put  up  with  one  another's  peculi- 
arities and  failings  for  weeks  on  end. 
They  must  live  out  of  suitcases  and 
automobile  trunks.  Thus  they  them- 
selves must  put  to  test  the  principles 
they  are  trying  to  teach.  It  is  grati- 
fying that  in  the  past  eighteen 
months  the  caravaners  have  won 
many  victories  over  these  personal 
difficulties. 

But  the  caravaners  could  not  be 
happy  if  they  alone  benefited.  With- 
out exception  they  give  a  year  of 
service  because  they  want  to  help 
the  church  and  the  cause  of  peace. 
What  does  the  church  gain  from  car- 
avaning?  This  is  not  quite  as  easy 
to  answer.  Like  many  phases  of 
the  church's  work,  its  fruits  are  not 
all  immediately  apparent. 

In  general  it  seems  safe  to  say  that 
the  smaller,  less  prosperous  churches 
have  given  caravaning  a  warmer 
welcome  and  greater  appreciation. 
Though  there  are  many  striking  ex- 
ceptions, the  larger  churches  are 
likely  to  be  more  cautious  about  let- 
ting a  caravan  in  and  more  critical  of 
its  efforts.  Large  churches  have 
busy  "programs"  which  they  dislike 
to  disturb  or  interrupt. 

The  smaller  churches  are  not  as 
"program-conscious"  and  appreciate 
a  caravan  as  a  welcome  break  in 
the  year's  routine.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  the  small  church  to  get 
more  people  out  for  week-night 
meetings  and  to  give  larger  offerings. 

One  of  the  most  striking  values 
to  the  local  church  is  connected  with 
the  fact  that  caravaners  are  young 
people.  There  is  something  stimulat- 
ing in  seeing  young  people  voluntari- 
ly giving  a  year  to  the  church. 
Though  they  may  be  immature,  their 
willingness  and  enthusiasm  are  im- 
pressive. The  young  people  in  the 
local  church  rejoice  that,  for  once, 
the  visiting  dignitaries  are  also 
young.  In  a  number  of  cases  cara- 
vans have  given  local  youth  groups 
encouragement  and  guidance  to  or- 
ganize or  improve  existing  organiza- 
tions. 

The  emphasis  on  the  value  of  dis- 
cussion and  fellowship  in  small 
groups  is  still  new  to  a  number  of 


Caravaners  help 
build  fellowship 
among  young  peo- 
ple through  recrea- 
tion. Doris  Ruth 
Myers,  a  Southeast- 
ern caravaner,  leads 
a  youth  group  at 
Pulaski,  Va.,f  in 
some   games 


churches,  and  caravaners  have  actu- 
ally been  able  to  introduce  new 
techniques  of  religious  education. 

A  very  important  benefit  results 
from  the  fact  that  these  young  peo- 
ple believe  sincerely  in  the  Brethren 
doctrine  of  peace.  Our  people  are 
in  considerable  danger  of  forgetting 
this  part  of  our  heritage,  neglecting 
it  or  even  intentionally  suppressing 
it.  Here  is  a  group  who  believe  and 
proclaim  it.  They  do  not  force  it 
down  anyone's  throat  but  ask  people 
to  sit  down  in  fellowship,  think  to- 
gether and  talk  things  over.  The 
result,  they  are  confident,  will  be 
better  understanding  of  Brethren 
peace  beliefs  and  greater  devotion  to 
them. 

As  might  be  expected,  there  are 
various  criticisms  of  the  caravaners 
and  their  methods.  Many  are  de- 
served; some  seem  uncalled  for.  A 
common  charge  is  that  caravaners 
are  immature,  and  this  can  scarcely 
be  denied.  What  else  could  one  ex- 
pect young  people  to  be?  Ought  we 
not  be  grateful  that  they  are  reme- 
dying their  immaturity  in  such  a 
wholesome  way? 

Another  observation  is  that  cara- 
vaners are  not  well  enough  informed, 
and  this  they  readily  admit.  But 
they  are  learning;  in  fact,  they  have 
the  best  reasons  for  getting  more 
information.  Those  in  their  audi- 
ences who  are  better  informed  can 
help  them  by  exercising  patience 
and  offering  kindly  suggestions. 

The  criticism  that  caravaners  do 
not  seem  to  know  what  they  believe 
is  probably  deserved  in  some  cases. 
Caravaners  are  eager  to  get  other 
people  to  talk  and,  therefore,  try 
to  hold  back  their  personal  opinions. 
They  believe  in  airing  both  sides 
of  the  question,  and  this  may  disturb 
the  dogmatic  person. 

Other  criticisms  deal  with  the  car- 
avaner's  conduct,  speech  and  person- 
al appearance.  Sometimes  they  of- 
fend against  local  standards  in  these 
respects,  usually  through  ignorance. 
The  impulse  to  criticize  wrinkled  or 
informal  clothing  might  be  resisted 
if   one   remembers    that    caravaners 


are  constantly  traveling  and  have 
an  allowance  of  not  more  than  $10 
a  month  for  their  personal  needs. 

Sometimes  pastors  or  churches  be- 
come uneasy  because  the  caravaners 
get  on  controversial  ground.  In  their 
training  caravaners  are  urged  to  be 
as  tactful  as  it  is  possible  for  earnest 
young  people  to  be.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  cannot  be  asked  to  com- 
promise their  convictions  or  the 
cause  of  peace  by  avoiding  all  con- 
troversy. They  must  testify  for  the 
truth. 

A  clear  but  courteous  exposition  of 
peace  teaching  may  have  an  ulti- 
mately wholesome  effect  even  though 
some  people  are  disturbed.  Bro.  I.  S. 
Long  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  reports  such 
a  case.  While  a  caravan  worked  in 
his  church,  they  spoke  in  the  local 
high  school.  A  student  correspond- 
ent for  a  near-by  paper  attacked 
them  sharply,  saying  among  other 
things: 

Tuesday  morning  "the  caravan,"  a  group 
of  young  people,  talked  to  the  students. 
Their  peace  talk  was  mostly  attacks  on 
the  United  States,  her  institutions  and  peo- 
ple; and  praise  of  most  everything  Russian. 

A  young  Methodist  woman,  how- 
ever, came  to  the  caravan's  defense 
and  wrote  a  fairly  lengthy  letter  to 
local  editors.    She  said,  in  part: 

I  met  these  caravaners,  went  to  meetings 
with  them  and  sat  up  until  wee  hours  of 
the  morning  in  bull  sessions.  I  did  not 
even  hear  them  slam  the  United  States  and 
they  definitely  did  not  praise  Russia,  but 
they  were  entirely  objective  in  their  treat- 
ment  of   ■world    problems. 

How  long  is  peace  caravaning  to 
continue?  Will  it  continue  indefinite- 
ly? No,  it  will  continue  only  as  long 
as  there  is  sufficient  demand.  In  fact, 
it  may  be  concluded,  for  the  time 
being  at  least,  this  coming  summer. 
Even  if  this  should  be  the  case,  the 
church  will  be  richer  for  three  years 
of  caravaning  for  peace. 


Chester  and  Lila  Peckover  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  early  in 
December  after  serving  two  years 
at   Castaner,    Puerto    Rico. 
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Program  Resources  for  Easter 


LENT  AND  EASTER  WITH  CHIL- 
DREN 

The  most  constructive  Easter  pro- 
grams for  children  grow  out  of  class- 
room work  and  study  as  a  natural 
result,  and  often  are  shared  with  the 
church  family  that  they  may  look 
beyond  the  door  and  into  the  work 
of  the  children's  department.  For 
suggestions,  see  the  Easter  sugges- 
tions in  the  various  units  of  the 
graded   lessons. 

For  the  Children's  Easter  Program 

The  News  That  Came  to  Nazareth, 
Ivy  Bolton.  2  scenes.  11  girls,  7  boys. 
A  play  telling  the  story  of  the  resur- 
rection of  Christ.   25c. 

Easter  Tidings.  A  service  of  music, 
responsive  readings  and  recitations 
for  the  Sunday  school.    12c. 

Each  in  His  Own  Way,  Genevieve 
Seese.  An  Easter  play  for  8  charac- 
ters— adults  and  children.  The  set- 
ting is  in  a  minister's  home  where 
several  children  struggle  to  catch 
the  meaning  of  Easter  and  finally 
demonstrate  through  an  act  of  gen- 
erosity that  they  have  the  true  spirit 
in  their  hearts.    10c. 

We  Share  Easter,  Dessie  R.  Miller. 
A  simple  play  for  a  large  or  small 
group  of  children  in  a  classroom 
setting.  Play  appears  to  be  an  out- 
growth of  regular  class  projects  and 
study.    10c. 

Boy  Who  Discovered  Easter,  The, 
Elizabeth  McFadden.  2  acts,  1  m., 
2  w.,  boy  of  12.  40  minutes.  Royalty 
$5.00.  A  play  telling  how  Easter 
came  to  an  orphan  boy  and  to  a 
doctor  who  had  lost  his  faith  in 
Easter.    40c. 

Children  Hear  About  Easter,  The, 
Frances  Hale  Underwood.  1  scene, 
9  boys,  8  girls.  25  minutes.  A  simple 
drama  of  some  New  Testament  East- 
er stories.  40c. 

Challenge  of  the  Cross,  Charles 
Marsh.  7  girls,  choir.  25  minutes.  A 
simple  drama  appealing  to  the  will- 
ingness to  do  the  service  intended 
for  us  to  do.  For  intermediate  girls. 
50c. 
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Paramount  Easter  Book,  No.  12. 
Collection  of  recitations  and  exer- 
cises for  those  who  want  this  type  of 
service.  35c. 

For  the  Children's  Reading  Table 

Easter  Chimes,  Harper.  Stories 
and  poems  for  Easter  and  spring. 
$2.75. 

Surprise  for  Mrs.  Bunny,  Steiner. 
A  storybook  for  young  children  in 
which  the  Easter  eggs  are  painted. 
50c. 

Country  Bunny,  Heyward.  An 
imaginative  and  effective  story  of  a 
lovable  bunny  mother.  $2.50. 

Nathan,  Boy  of  Capernaum,  Lillie. 
A  Jewish  boy  of  Capernaum  comes 
to  realize  after  the  death  and  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  that  He  will  always 
live  as  the  beloved  Friend.  Ages  8- 
14.   $2.75. 

WORSHIP      FOR      YOUTH      AND 

ADULTS 
Dramatic  Services 

Were  You  There  When  They  Cru- 
cified My  Lord?  by  Willis  and  Ells- 
worth, is  a  recent  well- written  pro- 
duction that  can  be  used  as  the  basis 
of  a  Sunday  evening  program  during 
the  Lenten  season,  or  on  an  evening 
during  Passion  Week.  It  is  to  be 
presented  by  seven  men  who  may 
speak  the  parts  they  portray  or  pose 
as  a  narrator  reads  or  speak  as  slides 
are  shown  on  a  screen.  A  solo  voice 


or  a  choir  is  needed.  This  is  an  in- 
terpretation from  the  New  Testa- 
ment of  the  events  of  Passion  Week, 
and  of  the  persons  whose  lives  were 
last  touched  by  Jesus  as  he  was  sent 
to  the  cross.  Price,  40c. 

The  Resurrection,  by  Rosamund 
Kimball,  is  a  series  of  tableaus,  with 
the  story  of  the  resurrection  told  in 
words  of  the  Bible  and  interludes 
and  background  of  instrumental 
Bach  passion  music.  Easy-to-follow 
directions  on  costuming  are  included, 
as  well  as  the  musical  themes.  A 
minimum  cast  of  7  men  and  7  women 
is  required.    30  minutes.   40c. 

The  Shadow  of  the  Cross,  by 
Aileene  Sargent,  requires  5  main 
characters,  chorus,  and  tableaus. 
The  action  centers  around  Ethan,  a 
guard  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus,  who 
is  led  to  believe  on  him.  Six  copies, 
at  35c,  must  be  purchased  for  per- 
mission to  produce. 

And  So  He  Doth  Redeem  Us,  by 
Bailey,    is   a   pageant    arranged   for 
easy  presentation.   A  large  or  small 
cast  may  be  used.   1  hour.   40c. 
Sunrise  Services 

A  high  point  of  worship  in  the 
Good  Friday-Easter  week  end  in 
many  churches  and  communities  is 
the  Easter  sunrise  service.  This  may 
be  planned  with  an  outdoor  setting, 
on  a  hill  from  which  the  sunrise  may 
be  seen.   A  simple,  worshipful  serv- 


ice  using  familiar  hymns  of  the  res- 
urrection, sung  by  congregation  or 
special  quarter  or  choral  groups;  ap- 
propriate scripture,  and  a  period  of 
meditation  and  prayer  may  be  as  ef- 
fective as  a  more  elaborate  presenta- 
tion. The  program  prepared  by  Vir- 
ginia Mae  Wood,  He  Is  Risen,  might 
well  be  used  as  a  complete  service,  or 
adapted.  It  is  available  at  35c.  An- 
other is  Sunrise  Easter  Service,  at 
25c. 

Candlelight  Services 

The  Tragedy  That  Opened  the 
Tomb,  by  Raymond  Hunter  Brown, 
is  a  Good  Friday-Easter  candlelight 
service  of  music,  poetry,  pictures,  and 
Scripture.  It  may  be  adapted  to  a 
very  simple  or  more  elaborate  pres- 
entation. 50c.  Another  Good  Friday 
service  of  music  and  poetry  is  The 
Seven  Sayings  of  Christ  on  the  Cross, 
5c. 

A  printed  order  of  worship,  suit- 
able for  Easter  Sunday,  and  includ- 
ing familiar  hymns,  a  pledge  of  dedi- 
cation and  responsive  passages,  is 
available  at  $2.25  per  hundred. 
General  Worship 

A  half-hour  service  of  worship, 
prepared  by  Kenneth  Morse,  is  suit- 
able for  the  youth  fellowship  devo- 
tional period  or  for  worship  in  any 
youth  or  adult  groups.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  use  and  may  be  adapted 
to  shorter  worship  periods.    5c. 

Suggestions  to  those  in  charge  of 
planning  the  church  program  for  the 
week  preceding  Easter  are  found  in 
Palm  Sunday  to  Easter,  by  Edward 
K.  Ziegler.  5c. 
Choral  Readings  and  Poetry 

Choric  Interludes,  by  M.  J.  Keefe, 
is  a  collection  of  poetry  arranged  for 
choral  speaking.  The  sections  on 
Easter  and  Lenten  meditations  will 
yield  materials  equally  useful  for 
solo  or  choral  reading.  $2.75. 
Music 

For  a  listing  of  recommended  an- 
them music,  write  to  the  Christian 
Education  Commission,  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 
Plays 

High  recommendation  goes  to  the 
two  plays,  The  Terrible  Meek,  by 
Charles  Rann  Kennedy,  and  Changed 
Command,  by  Marion  Wefer.  See  de- 
scriptions below. 

Three  other  plays  of  good  dramatic 
quality  should  be  noted.  For  He  Had 
Great  Possessions  and  Release,  by 
Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson,  are  two  dra- 
mas with  a  Biblical  setting.  Easter 
Wings,  by  Dorothy  C.  Allan,  brings 
the  Easter  message  to  modern  times. 
Plays  With  Bible  Setting 

Barabbas,  by  Mattie  B.  Shannon.  35c.  2 
scenes.    3  m.,  3  w.,   1   child.    30  min.    In- 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


Two  visual  aids  appropriate  for 
the  Easter  emphasis  are  recom- 
mended, a  sound  film  and  a  slide  set: 

JOURNEY  INTO  FAITH,  a  16mm 
film,  is  based  on  the  story  of  the 
two  men  from  Emmaus.  Cleopas 
loses  a  profitable  business  of  supply- 
ing sheep  to  the  temple  in  Jerusa- 
lem because  he  refuses  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  the  Master.  He  joins 
his  friend  Joel  in  organizing  a  move- 
ment that  will  overthrow  Roman 
authority.  Plans  are  interrupted  by 
news  that  Jesus  has  entered  the  city 
as  the  Messiah.  They  hurry  to  warn 
him,  only  to  arrive  too  late. 

Running  time:  34  min.  Rental: 
$8.00  per  day;  additional  days,  $4.00 
each.  Study  guide,  10c.  During  Lent 
and  for  Easter,  rental,  $14  per  day. 

EASTER  STORY  is  a  set  of  38 
Kodachrome  slides  by  Cathedral  Pic- 
tures, with  story  from  the  Scriptures. 
Rental,  $3.00. 

Order  early  from: 
VISUAL  EDUCATION  SERVICE 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


terior.  Seven  or  more  copies  must  be 
purchased  for  permission  to  produce.  The 
healing  of  his  little  daughter  and  his  own 
release  from  death  by  Jesus  bring  healing 
to  Barabbas.  A  moving  drama  of  the 
power    of    Christ. 

Changed  Command,  by  Marion  Wefer. 
50c.  Six  or  more  copies  must  be  purchased 
for  permission  to  produce.  1  act.  4  m., 
2  w.,  1  b.,  extras.  40  min.  A  skillfully 
written  drama  concerning  a  Roman  soldier, 
one  of  the  crucifixion  day  detail,  who  is 
deeply  touched  and  inwardly  moved  by 
what  he  has  witnessed,  and  who  incurs 
•the  death  penalty  by  changing  command 
from  Roman  authority  to  discipleship  to 
Jesus. 

The  Everlasting  Dream,  by  Bessie  M. 
Stratton.  40c.  3  m.,  3  w.,  1  b.,  1  g.,  extras. 
40  min.  This  play  depicts  the  slowly  grow- 
ing consciousness  of  Jesus'  divine  mission 
by  Mary,  his  mother,  and  culminates  in 
her  full  comprehension  after  his  death. 

The  Eyes  of  Faith,  by  Maxfield  and  Eg- 
gleston.  40c.  1  act.  10  w.  Antonia,  on  the 
eve  of  the  Passover,  is  fired  by  the  thought 
that  Jesus  may  return  from  the  dead  and 
she  will  be  healed  of  her  blindness.  She 
joins  with  Magdalene  in  her  search  for 
the  risen  Christ,  saying,  "No  one  that 
believes  in  him  will  remain  in  the  dark." 

For  He  Had  Great  Possessions,  by  Dor- 
othy Clarke  Wilson.  40c.  Five  copies 
must  be  purchased  for  permission  to  give 
the  play  once;  on  repeat  performances, 
$2.50  royalty.  A  highly  dramatic  account 
of  Ben  Azel,  the  rich  young  ruler,  and 
Asenath,  his  selfish  wife,  and  how  the 
crucifixion  and  resurrection  bring  them 
to  a  fuller  life  of  the  spirit. 

He  Lives,  by  Gertrude  Rockwell  Goudey. 
40c.  4  scenes.  4  m.,  5  w.  30  min.  Simple 
setting.  The  scene  of  this  play  centers 
about  the  life  of  the  rich  young  ruler  and 
presents  a  possible  sequel  to  the  single 
recorded  incident.  A  dramatic  story  of  the 
surrender  of  the  young  man  to  the  Christ 


through  the  stirring  events  of  the  cruci- 
fixion and  resurrection.  An  effective  musi- 
cal background   is   suggested. 

Release,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  40c. 
Five  or  more  copies  must  be  purchased  for 
permission  to  produce.  1  act.  6  m.,  2  w., 
off-stage  voices.  40  min.  Interior.  Fea- 
tures Barabbas  and  the  two  thieves  in 
prison  on  the  day  of  the  crucifixion.  The 
powerfully  dramatic  story  of  a  sinful 
man's  remorse,  deliverance  and  consecra- 
tion. 

The  Terrible  Meek,  by  Charles  Rann 
Kennedy.  40c.  1  act.  2  m.,  1  w.  50  min. 
To  be  played  in  darkness.  Tells  of  the 
conversion  of  the  centurion  at  the  time 
of  the  crucifixion.  A  striking  play  with 
a  peace  message. 
Plays  With  Modern  Setting 

Blessed  Are  They,  by  Walter  E.  Butts. 
40c.  1  act.  3  m.,  4  w.  Interior.  Easter 
Eve  finds  the  Rand  family  facing  fear, 
hatred,  despair  and  death.  The  Easter 
dawn  brings  faith,  love  and  life.  An 
excellent  interpretation  of  the  real  mes- 
sage of  Easter. 

Dust  of  the  Road,  by  Kenneth  Sawyer 
Goodman.  50c.  1  act.  3  m.,  1  w.  40  min. 
Interior.  Royalty  $5.00  when  no  admission 
is  charged,  $10  when  admission  is  charged. 
A  dramatization  of  the  old  legend  that 
Judas  is  allowed  to  return  to  earth  once 
a  year  to  plead  with  some  soul  tempted 
to   betray   friendship. 

Easter  Wings,  by  Dorothy  C.  Allan.  40c. 
1  m.,  2  w.,  1  b.  30  min.  In  the  birth 
of  a  butterfly  it  seemed  as  though  God 
had  touched  the  chrysalis  and  said,  "Arise, 
put  on  those  wings  and  fly,"  and  a  wom- 
an's faith   in   eternal  life  is  restored. 

It's  Easter,  Dr.  Jordan,  by  Sherwood 
Keith.  50c.  Two  copies  must  be  purchased 
to  produce  once;  repeats,  $1.00  each  per- 
formance. 1  act.  1  m.,  1  w.  A  "Pilgrim's 
Progress"  sort  of  story  dealing  with  the 
experiences  of  a  young  graduate  nurse  and 
a  promising  young  surgeon.  No  scenery 
required. 

The  Light  in  the  Window,  by  Dorothy 
Clarke  Wilson.  40c.  1  scene.  3  m.,  5  w., 
carolers.  40  min.  The  light  in  Aunt  Hope's 
window  threw  its  beam  into  the  lives  of 
a  variant  group  of  persons  and  brought 
a  home  and  mother  love  to  Shucky,  a 
lad  who  at  twelve  was  just  beginning  to 
discover  that  the  wages  of  sin  are  the 
only   ones   that  are  paid   in  full. 

The  Unlighted  Cross,  by  Dorothy  Clarke 
Wilson.  40c.  Ten  or  more  copies  must 
be  purchased  for  permission  to  produce. 
1  act.  8  m.,  7  w.,  and  several  "bit"  parts. 
1  hr.  Interior.  A  powerful  interpretation 
of  the  mission  of  the  church  to  the  present 
age. 

For  children's  plays,  see  section 
above  on  Lent  and  Easter  With  Chil- 
dren. 

All  materials  listed  here  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House.  Write  to  the  Christian 
Education  Commission,  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.  Examination  copies  of 
plays  and  pageants  may  be  borrowed 
for  ten-day  periods,  without  renewal, 
from  the  Loan  Library  at  the  same 
address,  at  a  fee  of  5c  for  two  items. 


The  Beginning  of  Lent  (Ash 
Wednesday)  this  year  falls  on  Febru- 
ary 22.  Next  week  Charles  E.  Zunkel 
offers  suggestions  which  should  un- 
dergird  your  Lenten  evangelistic  em- 
phasis: "Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life  and  Widening  the  Fellowship." 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


OFTEN  have  I  longed  to  tell 
others  the  wonderful  goodness 
of  God  to  me.  That  story  may 
help  others  to  find  answers  to  the 
problems  of  their  lives. 

As  a  child  I  attended  Sunday 
school  in  the  Methodist  chapel.  In 
my  early  teens  I  gave  my  heart  to 
God  and  as  time  went  on  I  found 
much  joy  in  service  in  God's  work, 
especially  in  the  Christian  Endeavor. 


the  time  to  go.  On  Feb.  18,  1905,  I 
set  sail  for  India,  arriving  in  Madras 
on  March  18.  For  nearly  eighteen 
months  I  did  all  that  I  could  to(  help 
in  the  Yercand  Protestant  orphan- 
age, which  was  in  the  Sheveroy 
Hills.  I  traveled  to  many  places  in 
South  India  trying  to  get  help  to 
carry  on  the  work.  The  children 
made  things  which  were  sold  to  help 
support   them.     However,    the    time 


God   Has  Directed 
My  Life 


come  about  by  what  any  of  the 
mission  family  had  ever  said  to  me, 
but  I  did  feel  within  myself  the 
desire  to  follow  my  Lord's  example. 
During  my  stay  in  India,  I  had, 
at  different  times,  a  lot  of  malaria 
fever  and  I  was  also  very  ill  with 
enteric  fever.  The  doctor  strongly 
advised  me  to  return  to  England  on 
account  of  my  health.  This  was 
easier  said  than  done,  for  I  did 
not  have  any  money  to  buy  my 
steamer  ticket.  However,  I  managed 
to  get  back  to  England  in  May  1908 
by  working  my  passage  home,  car- 
ing for  three  small  children  who 
were  traveling  with  their  parents. 
For  years  afterward  I  found  it  dif- 


Jennie  Weber 

Sefton,  England 


My  mother  died  when  I  was  nine 
years  of  age.  Long  before  this  my 
oldest  sister  went  to  India;  I  was 
too  young  to  remember  her  going. 
This  sister  had  served  on  the  staff 
of  the  paper,  The  Bombay  Guard- 
ian, which  at  that  time  was  run 
by  Quakers.  While  in  Bombay  she 
met  a  converted  Mohammedan  who 
was  engaged  in  Christian  work.  Soon 
they  married.  I  remember  when  my 
sister  and  her  husband  came  home 
from  India  and  what  a  lot  it  meant 
to  me  as  a  young  Christian. 

After  their  return  to  India,  there 
came  the  great  urge  to  me  to  give 
my  life  to  God's  service  in  India.  I 
was  willing  to  go,  but  my  father  was 
not  willing  to  have  me  go  and  tried 
in  every  way  to  make  it  clear  to 
me  that  it  would  be  best  for  me  to 
give  up  the  idea.  Later  my  father 
became  very  ill  and  for  about  two 
years  I  nursed  and  cared  for  him. 
The  night  before  he  died  I  was 
asked  to  leave  his  room  for  a  few 
minutes  as  he  wished  to  speak  to 
two  of  his  personal  friends  alone. 
He  told  them  that  he  was  no  longer ' 
opposed  to  my  going  to  India  and 
that  he  would  pay  my  expenses. 

About  this  time  my  sister  had 
opened  a ,  small  orphanage  for  na- 
tive and  Eurasian  children.  She 
wrote,  asking  me  to  come  to  South 
India  to  help  her.   This  then  seemed 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


came  when,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
funds,  we  were  obliged  to  send  the 
children  to  an  orphanage  on  the 
plains  and  the  work  at  Yercand  was 
closed.  Prior  to  this  Wilbur  B.  and 
Mary  Stover  and  Bertha  Ryan  had 
arrived  in  India  and  my  brother-in- 
law,  Abdul  Aziz,  met  these  new  mis- 
sionaries. He  helped  them  to  decide 
on  Bulsar  as  their  location. 

About  the  time  of  our  closing  the 
orphanage,  Abdul  was  offered  some 
Christian  work  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Everything  indicated 
that  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  go 
with  my  sister  and  her  husband  to 
Bulsar.  For  nearly  two  years  I  had 
the  joy  of  getting  to  know  the 
Brethren  mission  family.  Their  work 
was  in  its  infancy.  Those  were  the 
days  when  the  foundations  were 
laid.  It  was  a  great  joy  and  privi- 
lege for  me  to  have  been  able  to 
have  visits  in  the  homes  of  W.  B.  and 
Mary  Stover,  Amos  and  Flora  Ross, 
Adam  and  Alice  Ebey,  I.  S.  and 
Erne  Long,  E.  H.  and  Emma  Eby, 
Dan  and  Nora  Lichty,  Gertrude  and 
Jesse  Emmert,  J.  M.  and  Anna 
Blough,  and  to  have  known  Dr.  O. 
H.  Yereman,  Sadie  and  Eliza  Miller, 
the  McCann  family,  also  Stephen 
Berkebile  and  his  wife  and  small 
son,  Mamie  Quinter,  Charles  Bru- 
baker,  Josephine  Powell,  Ella  Miller 
and  John  and  Florence  Pittenger. 
While  I  was  in  Bulsar  I  was  baptized 
by  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough.    This  did  not 


ficult  to  understand  just  why  things 
had  turned  out  as  they  had,  for  it 
looked  as  if  I  had  wasted  my  time, 
money  and  health. 

Some  years  later,  I  had  the  joy 
of  seeing  again  some  of  the  mission 
family  as  they  traveled  to  and  from 
India  or  America.  In  1913,  I  mar- 
ried and  my  husband  enjoyed  the 
visits  of  my  friends.  As  time  went 
on  we  had  the  joy  of  entertaining 
many  of  the  missionaries  and  other 
workers  and  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  One  day  one  of  the 
Brethren  said  very  kindly  to  me, 
"If  ever  you  have  the  misfortune  to 
find  yourselves  in  a  very  tight  cor- 
ner, and  we  could  be  of  any  help  to 
you  and  Mr.  Weber,  write  and  let  us 
know  and  we  will  surely  help  you 
if  we  can."  Some  years  later,  we 
did  have  difficulties  and  we  won- 
dered just  what  we  could  do  re- 
garding the  future.  Then  I  recalled 
what  had  been  said  to  me.  The 
thought  came  to  me  that  perhaps 
this  was  the  way  God  had  opened 
for  us  to  solve  our  difficulties.  My 
husband  and  I  talked  the  matter 
over,  and  we  said,  "Perhaps  God 
wants  us  to  use  our  home."  Then, 
we  thought  of  the  past  days  and  be- 
gan to  reckon  up  how  many  of  the 
good  folks  we  had  had  in  our  home. 
We  found  we  could  count  over  sev- 
enty, and  quite  a  few  had  been  there 
more  than  once.  We  reminded  our- 
selves  that   they   did  not   all   come 


at  once.  So  we  decided,  with  God's 
help  and  blessing,  we  would  use  our 
home  as  a  Christian  guest  house, 
even  if  only  in  a  small  way. 

About  this  time  I  began  to  con- 
clude that  going  out  to  India  and 
staying  there  over  three  years  was 
not  the  entire  failure  and  defeat  that 
I  had  sometimes  thought.  God  had 
enabled  me  to  gain  some  knowledge 
through  my  having  been  in  India  so 
that  in  a  small  way  I  could  still  be 
his  helper  by  doing  what  I  could 
for  his  servants  who  were  passing 
through  my  homeland  to  and  from 
their  work.  By  having  been  "a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land"  I  knew 
just  what  folks  felt  like.  We  tried 
to  make  our  home  a  real  home  for 
all  who  came. 

I  would  have  tried  to  have  done 
more  and  for  a  longer  time,  but  I 
had  a  breakdown  in  health  and  we 
were  obliged  to  give  up  in  1936  and 
leave  London  and  come  to  Sussex, 
which  is  so  much  better  for  one's 
health  than  the  city. 


God  doesn't  always  count  failure 
as  we  do.  He  sees  the  end  from  the 
beginning.  He  has  made  up  for  all 
the  disappointment  that  I  had  over 
the  failure  of  my  hopes  and  plans 
to  work  for  him  in  India.  My  hus- 
band died  in  1938  and  then  followed 
the  terrible  years  of  the  war  with 
much  suffering  that  is  difficult  to 
understand.  Yet  God  in  his  goodness 
has  given  me  the  great  joy  of 
friendship  which  has  been  a  tre- 
mendous help  to  me.  I  have  en- 
joyed much  pleasure  by  being  a 
member  of  the  fellowship  of  non- 
resident members;  how  eagerly  I 
look  forward  to  the  bulletins!  I 
have  made  friends  in  America  and 
Canada  of  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  through  being  a 
pen  pal  to  quite  a  number  of  the 
boys  who  were  away  from  their 
homes  and  were  here  in  the  services. 
Also  I  was  in  touch  with  their  wives 
or  sisters  or  mothers.  Many  of  the 
boys  came  to  visit  me  here;  it  is  a 
joy  to  hear  from  them  still.    Then 


there  are  still  the  dear  friends  I 
have  on  the  mission  fields  and  also 
in  America.  I  wish  I  were  able  to 
write  more  often  than  I  do.  I  am 
able  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
church  and  its  activities  through  the 
Gospel  Messenger  and  other  church 
and  mission  papers.  Often  I  feel 
humbled  when  I  see  how  God  has 
worked  to  bring  about  all  that  this 
great  link  means  in  my  life  in  these 
days. 

Someone    wrote    these    lines    and 
called   them  What  the  Angel  Said: 

I  sat  and  thought  on  my  shattered 

plans,  the  things  I  had  tried  to 

do. 
For  disappointments  in  one  and  all 

had  followed  them  through  and 

through. 
An    angel    came,    and    stopping 

wrote,   "Put  an   'H'  where  you 

placed  the  'D', 
For    disappointments    in    earthly 

plans  are  His  appointments  for 

Thee." 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


New  Work  Opens  in  Seattle 


Three  Fourths  of  a   Congregation  Asks  for  Church   Mem- 
bership 


SUNDAY,  Sept.  11,  marked  the 
opening  of  the  new  work  in  Se- 
attle, Wash.,  in  the  Lakewood 
are#.  Victor  C.  Bendsen  is  the  pastor 
of  this  new  work.  Our  prayers 
should  go  with  this  family  who  labor 
in  unchartered  areas  of  work.  In 
another  growing  community  in  Se- 
attle Bro.  Walter  E.  Peckover  is  giv- 
ing pastoral  leadership  to  the  new 
work  in  the  Highpoint  area.  Our 
concern  and  prayers  are  in  this  work, 
too,  as  well  as  the  already  thriving 
work  at  Olympic  View  in  Seattle 
where  Bro.  Dewey  E.  Rowe  has  la- 
bored so  enthusiastically  and  cou- 
rageously. 

Starting  at  Highpoint  with  no 
building  as  a  church  but  only  a  com- 
munity hall  for  a  meeting  place  and 
no  members  to  gather  together  for 
services  but  only  a  potential  group, 
Bro.  Walter  E.  Peckover  bravely 
faced  the  situation  as  a  minister 
without  a  church  and  without  a 
membership  but  with  a  great  poten- 
tial and  a  great  spirit  of  service. 


Let's  see  some  of  the  heart  throbs 
of  one  who  works  so  closely  to  a 
new  mission  work.  Bro.  Peckover 
"writes  after  about  ten  weeks  on  the 
scene, 

"The  work  here  at  Highpoint  is 
beginning  to  take  shape.  We  did 
not  find  conditions  quite  as  we  had 
anticipated  but  there  is  reason  to  be 
encouraged.  We  had  the  thrilling 
experience  on  Sunday,  Nov.  6,  when 
twenty-six  came  forward  to  be  taken 
into  a  common  fellowship.  That  was 
the  first  time  that  three  fourths  of 
my  congregation  united  with  the 
church  at  one  time!  We  had  a  spe- 
cial service  for  them." 

Indeed  it  would  be  a  thrill  to  have 
twenty-six  people  in  any  service  ask 
for  membership  in  the  church  and 
to  serve  the  Lord  as  their  Master. 
But  when  that  number  represents 
three  fourths  of  the  total  group  pres- 
ent, one  knows  that  the  church  is 
vital. 

Bro.  Peckover  continues,  "Our 
Sunday-school  attendance  has  been 


Walter  and  Lila  Peckover 

averaging  about  seventy-five.  Last 
Sunday  there  were  ninety-one,  of 
whom  seventy-four  were  children. 
The  church  attendance  has  been  av- 
eraging about  thirty-six,  including 
children  and  adults.  Our  largest 
crowd  was  on  World  Communion 
Sunday  with  forty-eight  present. 

"The  spirit  of  the  group  is  very 
good.  The  congregation  is  beginning 
to  have  that  church  feeling  about 
it  which  comes  from  a  close  and 
enjoyable   fellowship. 

"We  have  succeeded  in  organizing 
a  board  of  administration  and  the 
ladies  have  organized  their  group 
which  meets  twice  each  month. 

"As  far  as  church  membership  is 
concerned  it  certainly  is  a  new  field. 
We  plan  to  emphasize  Christmas  and 
Easter  as  special  decision  days. 
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Managing  Committee  of  the  Khergam  Christian  Co-operative 

Credit  Society 


Khergam  Christian  Co-op- 
erative Credit  Society 

Earl  M.  Ziegler 

Bulsar,   Surat  District,   India 

THERE  was  a  twofold  purpose 
in  organizing  the  Khergam 
Christian  Co-operative  Credit 
Society:  (1)  to  provide  a  means 
where  underprivileged  people  could 
help  themselves  and  each  other  to  a 
better  level  of  living;  (2)  to  help 
to  establish  families  and  build  a 
Christian  community  where  none 
had  been  before. 


"The  need  of  a  church  building 
is  felt  rather  keenly.  It  is  difficult 
to  create  a  church  atmosphere  in  a 
community  hall.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward with  great  hopes  to  the  time 
when  we  will  have  a  new  church 
to  worship  in. 

"When  we  take  time  to  reflect  on 
the  work  here  it  is  apparent  that 
the  need  and  opportunities  are  great. 
We  pray  that  we  may  be  able  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  this  occasion." 

May  you  not  only  be  thrilled  by 
the  great  possibilities  and  opportu- 
nities in  the  Highpoint  work  in  Se- 
attle but  may  you  also  pray  for  the 
pastor  and  his  family  who  work  in 
this  unchartered  area  of  work.  May 
you  also  find  increased  joy  in  help- 
ing financially  the  home  mission  pro- 
gram of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
through  the  Brotherhood  Fund, 
which  assists  in  the  work  at  High- 
point  and  other  challenging  opportu- 
nities from  East  to  West  and  from 
North  to  South  across  this  great  land 
of  ours.  We  dare  not  fail  to  meet 
our  opportunities  in  home  mission 
work! 
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Khergam  is  an  Indian  village  lo- 
cated about  fifteen  miles  from  the 
railway  station  of  Bulsar.  Rev.  N.  V. 
Solanki,  local  evangelist  and  head- 
master of  the  school,  took  a  leading 
part  in  organizing  the  society.  He 
was  assisted  by  several  missionaries 
and  teachers,  and  a  few  of  the  more 
advanced  villagers.  The  first  work- 
ing capital  consisted  of  membership 
fees  and  a  loan  from  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  mission.  As  the  society 
grew  the  mission  loan  was  paid  back. 

From  a  small  beginning  there  has 
been  a  wholesome  and  steady  growth 
during  the  years.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  129. 

There  is  working  capital  of  Rs. 
(rupees)  10,398,  of  which  Rs.  4,036  is 
from  members,  Rs.  2,583  from  church 
and  mission  sources,  and  Rs.  3,879  is 
from  shares  and  share  dividends. 

During  the  past  five  years  loans 
were  made  for  the  following  pur- 
poses: to  buy  land,  Rs.  11,021;  to 
pay  old  debts,  Rs.  8,349;  to  buy  oxen, 
Rs.  4,776;  to  buy  carts,  Rs.  1,151;  to 
build  homes,  Rs.  3,278;  for  education, 
Rs.  1,337;  for  weddings,  Rs.  1,240;  for 
excavating  wells,  Rs.  555;  to  buy 
clothing,  Rs.  211;  to  buy  food,  Rs.  125. 

At  present  only  eight  members  are 
in  arrears  on  their  payments  to  the 
society  for  funds  borrowed.  There  is 
but  one  case  of  complete  default  in 
payments  during  the  entire  history 
of  the  society. 

The  society  has  made  possible  the 
development  of  a  Christian  commu- 
nity. Without  its  help  the  securing  of 
land,  homes  and  livestock  would 
hardly  have  been  possible.  Many 
have  made  use  of  both  the  religious 
opportunities  and  the  financial  help. 
Some  who  came  only  for  "the  loaves 
and  fishes"  fell  by  the  wayside. 

Of  course,  there  have  been  difficul- 
ties. Chief  among  these  are  the  ig- 
norance of  the  members  regarding 
the   principles   of   co-operation  and 


the  businesslike  methods  necessary 
if  the  society  is  to  succeed.  The  pov- 
erty of  members  has  kept  the  work- 
ing capital  low  and  has  made  the 
recovery  of  loans  difficult  at  times. 
On  the  other  hand  we  can  clearly 
see  an  increasing  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion among  members  and  a  growing 
sense  of  pride  and  faith  in  the  society 
as  a  helpful  asset  to  wholesome 
Christian  community  life. 


The  Value  of  My  Faith 

G.  K.  Satvedi 

Bulsar,  India 

Since  the  establishment  of  the 
Brethren  mission  and  church  in 
India,  the  brotherhood  has  spent 
many  hundreds  of  dollars  along 
with  the  valuable  lives  of  mis- 
sionaries to  let  India  know  the 
unspeakable  gift  of  God  for  sal- 
vation of  souls.  Thousands  have 
responded  to  it,  yet  I  dare  say, 
if  there  was  no  soul  saved  other 
than  my  own,  the  Brethren  con- 
tribution does  not  exceed  the 
value  of  my  own  salvation.  My 
wife  also  gratefully  says  so. 

Christ  Only 

Nagarji  Dhanjibhai  Bhagat 

Vali,  India 

In  1890  I  was  born  in  an  illiter- 
ate idol-worshiping  family.  At 
about  twelve  years  of  age  I  be- 
came a  Christian.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  I  gave  my- 
self completely  to  Christ's  work. 
I  kept  learning  more  and  more 
of  Jesus.  I  am  convinced  that 
only  Christ  saves  from  sin.  He 
is  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the 
Life.  He  only  was  the  sinless 
one,  the  Beginning  and  the  End. 
His  proclaimed  promises  give 
me  trust  in  him,  and  I  get  much 
joy  in  proclaiming  his  message 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  did  well 
in  sending  Elders  W.  B.  Stover, 
S.  N.  McCann  and  D.  L.  Forney 
as  pioneer  missionaries.  We  got 
to  hear  the  message  early  and 
for  this  our  hearts  overflow  with 
joy.  In  India  there  is  much  need 
for  evangelists  and  we  shall  con- 
tinually pray  for  the  spread  of 
the  gospel. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

A  Tribute  to  the  Gospel  Messenger 

Many  blessings  to  those  noble  men, 
Who  dared  to  do  the  right; 
Who  gave  to  us  the   Messenger 
By  laboring  day  and  night. 

They  labored  hard  and  long  and  well 
In  a  world  of  sin  and  woe, 
To  give  to  us  this  magazine; 
'Twas  many  years  ago. 

It    brought    us    news    from    foreign 

lands, 
Where   missionaries   true 
Tell  to  the  lost  and  ruined  tribes 
The  old,  old  story,  new. 

It  told  us  of  revivals  held, 
How  God  did  bless  the  Word; 
We  read  how  saints  were  sanctified, 
How  sinners  found  the  Lord. 

How  oft  when  I  perused  its  page 
My  soul  was  blessed  and  thrilled 
I've  always  read  of  victories, 
And  souls  were  spirit-filled. 

Then     too,     it     sometimes     sadness 

brought 
When  loved  ones  passed  away, 
Which  told  us  that  we  too  must  die — 
We'll,  therefore,  watch  and  pray. 

It  too   has   helped   to   spread    good 

news, 
Salvation   and   God's   love 
Of  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  toward 

men 
And  of  God's  heaven  above. 

— Submitted  by  J.  B.  Longenecker, 
Orrville,   Ohio. 


District  Meeting  of  Northern 
Indiana 

The  ninetieth  district  meeting  of 
Northern  Indiana  was  held  at  Camp 
Mack,  Aug.  15-18,  with  all  of  the 
forty-eight  churches  represented. 
The  conference  theme  was  Christian 
Discipleship. 

The  first  session  was  sponsored 
by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 
They  had  made  a  trip  previously  to 
the  Flat  Creek  mission  in  Kentucky. 
During  the  conference,  they  received 
an  offering  for  a  truck  that  was  bad- 
ly needed  there.  The  truck,  together 
with  an  electric  refrigerator,  a  wash- 
er, other  electrical  appliances  and 
food,  was  dedicated.  Total  contribu- 
tions for  the  truck  amounted  to 
$1,543.  Total  offerings  taken  during 
the  conference  totaled  $2,518. 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  was  present  dur- 
ing the  conference  and  gave  seven 
challenging    addresses,    emphasizing 


A   Permanent  Camp   Site  for  Michigan 

In  the  fall  of  1948,  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Kimmel  of  Lake  Odessa, 
Mich.,  members  of  the  Sunfield  church,  gave  $5,000  to  the  District  of  Michi- 
gan for  the  purchase  and  development  of  a  camp  site  for  youth.  A  camp 
site  committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Harold  S.  Chambers,  had  been 
looking  for  a  site.  With  the  receipt  of  this  gift,  they  were  stimulated  to  look 
with  greater  diligence.  They  finally  chose  a  thirty-nine-acre  plot  on  Jehnsen 
Lake  near  the  Rodney  church,  Big  Rapids,  Mich.  They  were  able  to  make 
the  purchase  for  $2,000,  leaving  $3,000  for  the  initial  steps  in  development 
of  the  site  for  camp  purposes. 

Once  the  site  was  purchased,  the  committee  proceeded  at  once  to  lay 
plans  and  to  hire  a  foreman  to  direct  the  work.  Volunteer  laborers  were 
used.  Bulldozing,  building  erection,  well-digging,  etc.,  went  forward  and 
in  three  weeks  we  were  ready  to  occupy  the  camp  with  the  first  group  of 
young  people.  It  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Aug.  7,  with  about  300  persons 
present.  Homer  Kiracofe,  pastor  of  the  Sugar  Ridge  church,  was  the  foreman 
and  more  than  100  men,  women  and  young  people  gave  of  their  time  in  the 
work. 

Michigan  is  quite  happy  at  being  able  to  secure  a  camp  and  to  have 
it  operating  so  quickly.  Ultimately  we  may  build  an  auditorium  on  the 
grounds  and  hold  our  annual  district  meetings  there. — Harold  S.  Chambers, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


Bible  reading,  prayer,  church  at- 
tendance and  full  surrender  as  the 
key  to  a  happy  life  and  the  greatest 
progress  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

The  conference  devotions  were 
gleaned  from  various  parts  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer.  Several  able  and 
challenging  addresses  were  given  by 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manches- 

About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


ter,  Ind.  These  all  stressed  the  need 
for  Bible  reading,  prayer  and  full 
consecration  on  the  part  of  the  disci- 
ple of  Jesus. 

More  than  550  young  people  and 
their  leaders  attended  the  service  on 
youth  night,  at  which  time  Bro. 
Bowman  challenged  them  with  the 
message,   Commitment  of  Life.    All 


God's     Grace     and     Man's     Hope. 

Daniel  Day  Williams.    Harper,  1949. 
215  pages.   $2.75. 

The  book  comes  as  a  stimulating 
and  helpful  offering  into  a  world 
busy  with  theological  discussions. 
Mr.  Williams  believes  that  the  good 
society  or  the  kingdom  of  God  can 
come  into  the  world.  He  believes 
that  the  Christian  religion  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  our  social  relation- 
ships and  our  social  institutions.  He 
believes,  however,  that  this  can 
come  only  through  God's  grace.  At 
the  center  of  all  theology  must  be 
love.  This  book  deals  in  a  significant 
way  with  the  place  of  love  in  the- 
ology. Neither  liberalism  nor  neo- 
orthodoxy  is  significant  without  love 
at  the  center.  He  quotes  Walter 
Rauschenbusch  concerning  the  king- 
dom: "The  Kingdom  is  for  each  of 
us  the  supreme  task  and  the  su- 
preme gift  of  God.  By  accepting  it 
as  a  task  we  experience  it  as  a  gift." 
The  liberal  would  emphasize  the 
task.  The  orthodox  would  empha- 
size the  gift.  The  author  believes 
that  love  ties  these  two  together. 
The  book  is  a  compilation  of  the 
lectures    given    at    the    Colgate-Ro- 


chester Divinity  School  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  under  the  Rauschenbusch  Lec- 
tureship Foundation.—  D.  W.  Bitting- 
er. 

From  the  Nile  to  the  Waters  of 
Damascus.  William  Arndt.  Con- 
cordia Publishing  House,  1949.  143 
pages.    $2.00. 

An  account,  in  diary  fashion,  with 
over  a  hundred  photographs  of  a 
two-month  trip  in  1948  through  the 
towns  and  countrysides  of  Palestine 
and  vicinity.  Written  with  Sunday- 
school  teachers  in  mind,  it  will  be 
of  interest  to  all  students  of  the 
Bible.— Ernest  G.  Hoff. 

George  Washington.  Genevieve 
Foster.  Charles  Scribner's  Sons, 
1949.   96  pages.   $2.00. 

The  story  of  George  Washington 
is  told  with  charm  and  simplicity 
for  older  boys  and  girls.  The  cus- 
toms of  the  day  (some  of  them  not 
acceptable  to  Brethren  people)  help 
to  make  this  a  clear,  authentic  pic- 
ture of  George  Washington.  Dreams, 
achievements,  hardships  and  tri- 
umphs are  thrillingly  told. — Hazel 
Kennedy. 
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went  home  with  the  impression  that 
this  was  one  of  the  most  worth- 
while conferences  ever  attended  in 
Northern  Indiana. 

At  the  business  session  the  follow- 
ing elections  were  made  with  Elders 
Russell  A.  Sherman  as  moderator, 
S.  W.  Longenecker  as  reader  and 
C.  C.  Cripe  as  writing  clerk.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  study  our 
representation  on  Standing  Commit- 
tee, and  another  to  consider  the  or- 
der of  business  for  district  meetings 
in  the  future.  The  historical  com- 
mittee in  conjunction  with  commit- 
tees from  Middle  and  Southern  In- 
diana are  faithfully  working  at  their 
task,  hoping  to  complete  the  new 
history  of  the  church  in  Indiana  in 
1950.  Delegates  elected  to  Standing 
Committee  for  1950  are:  S.  W.  Long- 
enecker, R.  A.  Sherman  and  C.  C. 
Cripe;  alternates  are  H.  S.  Bowers, 
Edward  Stump  and  Ralph  Petry. 
Arthur  C.  Keim  was  elected  moder- 
ator for  1950,  and  Russell  A.  Sher- 
man as  reading  clerk. — C.  C.  Cripe, 
Milford,  Ind. 


Some   Things  We   Owe  Our 
Ministers 

A  child  knows  whether  a  parent's 
love  is  possessive  and  selfish,  or 
whether  it  is  objective  and  under- 
standing. A  minister  also  knows 
that  about  the  people  in  his  church 
and  community. 

One  minister  often  heard  remarks 
of  admiration  and  respect  from  the 
people  of  his  community.  Never- 
theless, it  never  occurred  to  these 
people  that  this  admired  pastor  was 
also  serving  them.  When  respectable 
citizens  fail  to  affiliate  themselves 
with  their  local  church,  they  silently 
vote  against  the  minister  whom  they 
verbally  admire.  A  minister  must 
have  some  feeling  of  security  from 
the  community  he  serves. 

Some  church  members  are  well- 
wishers.  For  reasons  of  their  own 
they  do  not  support  the  church  budg- 
et. This  is  very  discouraging  for  a 
pastor  who  wants  the  church  pro- 
gram to  grow.  More  than  anything 
else  a  pastor  must  be  able  to  see  a 
developing  program.  An  insecure 
future  cripples  his  confidence. 

Some  church  members  loyally  at- 
tend services  and  support  the  church 
budget  because  of  a  feeling  of  duty. 

A  few  church  members  (may  their 
tribe  increase)  loyally  attend  serv- 
ices, support  the  budget,  and  fellow- 
ship with  their  pastor.  From  these 
comes  strength  for  the  pastor  and 
for  the  church. — A  Minister's  wife. 


Readers  Write 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.    It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


26 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


I  personally  wish  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  Gospel  Messenger — its  "new 
look,"  emphasis  on  up-to-date  and  down- 
to-earth  timely  practical  topics,  and  the 
prescription  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
formula  as  the  most  probable  cure  for  our 
economic,  political  and  international  dis- 
tress.— E.  W.  Brumbaugh,  Troy,  Ohio. 
*  ■  *  *  * 
I  read  with  interest  your  editorial  in 
Thinking  About  the  News,  Federal  Aid  to 
Education  of  Sept.  11. 

The  Spellman-Roosevelt  flare-up  was  and 
is  interesting.  It  gave  vent  to  a  pent-up 
feeling  that  is  disturbing  our  national  edu- 
cational system.  Agitation  can  be  made 
helpful.  History  tells  us  that  the  early 
schools  of  our  nation  were  almost  entirely 
under  church  or  religious  jurisdiction. 

The  bigotry  of  some  and  the  sectarian 
prejudice  of  others  in  trying  to  curb  the 
free  and  democratic  thinking  of  the  masses 
in  the  field  of  religion  seemingly  led  to 
the  attempt  to  exclude  all  religious  instruc- 
tion from  the  free  and  government-sup- 
ported schools. 

Man  is  basically  religious.  He  will  wor- 
ship. Someone  has  said,  "Man  is  a  reli- 
gious animal."  There  is  something  in  the 
human  soul  that  reaches  out  for  some- 
thing outside  himself. 

We  Christians  think  the  way  to  satisfy 
that  longing  is  found  in  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  and  particularly  the  New  Testa- 
ment. If  I  had  been  reared  elsewhere  or 
under  a  different  environment,  I  might 
hope  to  find  that  satisfaction  in  the  Koran 
or  Veda  or  some  other  religious  literature. 
Some  seemingly  do. 

America  is  Christian,  symbolically  at 
least.  The  highest  official  takes  oath  of  of- 
fice by  putting  hand  upon  the  Bible,  the 
nationally  accepted  Book  of  our  religion. 
But  here  we  are  excluding  the  Book  of  our 
accepted  religious  belief  from  our  youth 
in  the  most  formative  period  of  their  life. 
A  paradox. 

What  shall  we  do  then? 
First,  Protestantism  must  solve  its  petty 
divisional  differences.  Second,  Romanism 
and  Protestantism  must  come  more  nearly 
to  a  unity  of  the  faith.  This  we  know  has 
not  yet  been  attained.  Every  taxpayer 
has  a  right  to  the  benefits  of  the  tax 
money. 

Parents  are  responsible  for  the  religious 
beliefs  and  training  of  their  children  to 
a  certain  age  or  to  the  age  of  mature 
thinking. 

It  is  not  a  matter  now  of  what  the  Con- 
stitution says  or  what  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  meant.  For  that  we  do  not 
know.  It  is  now  a  matter  of  what  is  right 
between  man  and  man. 

It  may  take  generations  yet  before  a 
peaceful  solution  is  reached  and  the  true 
doctrines  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  are  taught 
without  fear  or  prejudice  as  a  regular 
course  in  the  curriculum  of  our  public 
school  system. 

Personally,  I  do  not  believe  a  govern- 
ment dole  or  tax  should  be  given  to  any 
group  to  promote  the  teaching  of  their 
dogma  or  their  particular  sectarian  beliefs. 
I  do  believe  federal  aid  should  be  given 
to  the  needy  upon  a  nonsectarian  basis. — 
J.  E.  Rolston,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 
*       «       *       * 

Just  now  I  am  reading  in  number  17  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger  that  arrived  here 
today  below  the  heading,  From  the  Na- 
tion's Capital,  what  there  is  written  about 
the  help  for  displaced  persons.  Are  we  not 
displaced  persons  too?  That  is  a  question 
which  might  be  discussed  soon.  What  John 
D.  Metzler,  Jr.,  wrote  below  the  heading, 
On  Helping  Displaced  Persons  Find  Their 
Places  (number  14),  proves  right  to  us 
word  by  word. 

I  enjoy  each  number  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger with  the  same  satisfaction.  Its  read- 
ing belongs  to  the  few  little  joys  that  have 
been  remained  to  us. 

Now  we  were  only  limited  to  our  wages 
and  these  are  low.    I,  for  example,  earn 


25c  an  hour.  Moreover,  we  work  only 
thirty  hours  weekly  because  there  are 
many  difficulties  of  trade.  So  I  earn  only 
seven  to  eight  dollars  weekly.  With  this 
amount  I  shall  feed  and  dress  a  family 
of  seven  persons  (among  them  four  grow- 
ing children)  and,  moreover,  pay  rent, 
electric  lighting,  wood  and  coal  for  firing 
and  all  the  other  inevitable  things  of 
housekeeping.  That  would  perhaps  have 
been  possible  if  the  prices  had  not  been 
raised  so  much  but  during  the  war  in 
comparison  to  prewar  times  wages  were 
raised  fifteen  per  cent  while  the  prices 
were  raised  200  to  300  per  cent.  Under 
these  conditions  our  life  is  an  incessant 
struggle  for  the  most  indispensable  things 
of  livelihood.  Do  you  understand  that  I 
have  sorrows? 

God  be  praised  that  the  one  family  in 
Maryland  who  supports  us  with  a  food 
or  clothing  parcel  now  and  then  has  not 
forgotten  us  entirely.  Temporarily  it 
seemed  most  people  in  the  States  were 
influenced  by  world  press  news  about  im- 
proved conditions  in  Germany.  Without 
their  help  we  would  be  near  the  border 
of  the  abyss  or  would  be  fallen  down  there 
what  God  may  prevent. 

The  hope  for  his  kindness,  omnipotence 
and  justice  is  the  only  hope  we  still  have 
after  so  many  worldly  hopes  have  been 
destroyed.  To  it  our  whole  confidence  is 
clinging. 

Indeed,  as  long  time  we  are  living  on 
earth  we  would  like  to  stand  on  our  own 
feet  again  but  where  is  a  place  to  do  so? 
We  hoped  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
would  find  such  places  but  month  after 
month  is  passing  away  without  a  result. 
We  cannot  live  in  this  narrowness.  The 
best  solution  to  this  problem  would  be 
our  return  into  our  home  where  our  an- 
cestors were  living  since  more  than  seven 
hundred  years  and  where  wide  areas  are 
uncultivated  now.  God  lead  the  minds  of 
the  statesmen  who  will  meet  in  Paris  soon 
that  they  will  find  out  what  will  serve  the 
world  peace.— Hans  Purschwitz,  Germany. 
•      •      •      • 

Accept  my  sincere  congratulations  on 
your  editorial,  Federal  Aid  to  Education, 
which  appeared  in  the  Sept.  17  issue  of  the 
Messenger.  It  is  refreshing  to  find  an  ob- 
jective statement  in  this  day  of  heated  con- 
flict. It  is  commendable  that  you  are  able 
to  present  both  sides  of  the  argument  and 
to  admit  that  we  have  a  great  deal  of 
progress  to  make  in  this  country  before 
we  find  an  adequate  solution. 

In  my  judgment  you  reflect  a  true  demo- 
cratic journalism  and  you  do  your  read- 
ers a  great  service. — L.  K.  Bishop,  Chicago, 
111. 

I  wish  there  was  some  way  that  I  could 
have  you  understand  how  very  much  I 
enjoy  the  Gospel  Messenger.— Mrs.' W.  I.  T. 
Hoover,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

*     *     *     * 

Excuse  me  giving  you  trouble  with  my 
letter.  Your  kind  address  I  got  from 
our  senior  parson  of  the  Protestant  church 
at  Kossie.  I  begged  him  to  give  me 
an  address  in  order  to  write  to  America. 
Excuse  me  please.  I  am  seeking  a  con- 
nection with  the  "new  world"  and  I 
have  no  relatives.  The  parcels  sent  from 
U.S.A.  were  received.  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  parcel. 

And  now  something  about  myself.  I 
am  boy  of  18.  I  am  5  feet  and  8  inches 
long.  I  attend  the  seventh  class  of  the 
high   school. 

Please  forgive  me  if  there  are  many 
faults  in  this  letter.  I  learn  English  only 
at  home  and  I  have  no  opportunities  to 
improve  myself  in  it. 

I  hope  I  shall  soon  receive  your  answer. 
— Diony's  Meszaros,  Kosice,  Kriva  u.  c.  4, 
Czechoslovakia. 

This  letter  came  to  us  via  P.  S.  Hock- 
man,  Robney,  W.  Va.,  whose  name  was 
in  one  of  the  parcels  received  in  Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Auville-Driver. — Stanley  Auville  and  Lois 
E.  Driver,  both  of  Dayton,  Va.,  Oct.  22, 
1949,  at  the  Sangerville  parsonage,  by  the 
undersigned. — I.  J.  Garber,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

Beckner-Flory. — W.  O.  Beckner  of  Elgin, 
111.,  and  Bessie  M.  Flory  of  Defiance,  Ohio, 
Dec.  23,  1949,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
sister,  Mrs.  Ralph  Hammon  of  Defiance, 
Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — F.  H.  Crum- 
packer,  Elgin,  111. 

Brodbeck-Slewari. — Howard  L.  Brodbeck 
and  Margaret  G.  Stewart  of  Douglassville, 
Pa.,  in  the  Coventry  church  parsonage, 
Nov.  24,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  How- 
ard Keiper,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Callaway-McShane. — James  Callaway  of 
Eaton,  Ohio,  and  Joyce  McShane  of  Phil- 
lipsburg,  Ohio,  Dec.  3,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — L.  John  Weaver, 
Eaton,  Ohio. 

Cook-Byrd. — Clay  A.  Cook  and  Lois  C. 
Byrd,  both  of  Dayton,  Va.,  Dec.  10,  1949, 
at  the  Sangerville  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed.— I.  J.  Garber,   Bridgewater,  Va. 

Darnall-Myers. — Earl  Darnall  of  Elkhart, 
Kansas,  and  Mildred  K.  Myers,  in  the 
Westminster  church,  Md.,  Dec.  20,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Harold  Bomberger, 
Westminster,  Md. 

Deaton-Riley. — Donald  Deaton  and  Mary 
Riley,  both  of  Eaton,  Ohio,  March  11,  1949, 
by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — L.  John 
Weaver,  Eaton,  Ohio. 

Erisman-Loser.  —  Ronald  Erisman  and 
Bernice  Loser,  both  of  Eaton,  Ohio,  in  the 
Eaton  church,  June  26,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— L.  John  Weaver,  Eaton,  Ohio. 

Gardner-Ripley. — Gerald  Gardner  and 
Frances  Ripley,  Sept.  29,  1949,  in  the  Raisin 
church,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — Wilbur 
I.  Liskey,  Raisin,  Calif. 

Garner- Yeager. — Warren  K.  Garner  of 
White  Cottage,  Ohio,  and  Helen  J.  Yeager 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  in  the  Walnut 
Street  church,  Dec.  17,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— H.  P.  Garner,  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Grove-Meeks. — Eugene  Grove  of  Staun- 
ton, Va.,  and  Hazel  Meeks  of  Waynesboro, 
Va.,  in  the  Staunton  church,  Nov.  19,  1949, 
by  the  undersigned. — Olden  D.  Mitchell, 
Staunton,  Va. 

Harshman-Smock. — Richard  Harshman  of 
Union  City,  Ind.,  and  Annabelle  Smock  of 
Lynn,  Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — James  M.  Moore, 
Union  City,  Ind. 

Hayes-Reid. — Howard  Hayes  and  Colleen 
Reid,  Oct.  29,  1949,  in  the  Denair  Naz- 
arene  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wilbur 
I.  Liskey,  Raisin,  Calif. 

Hoke-Crowell. — Lloyd  Hoke  of  Arcanum, 
Ohio,  and  Claudine  Crowell  of  Eaton,  Ohio, 
in  the  Eaton  church,  Dec.  11,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — L.  John  Weaver,  Eaton, 
Ohio. 

Kauffman-Corle. — Albert  R.  Kauffman  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  and  Doris  Ann  Corle  of 
Woodbury,  Pa.,  Dec.  25,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — H.  M.  Snavely, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Kline-Roadcap. — Homer  M.  Kline,  Jr., 
and  Virginia  Lee  Roadcap,  both  of  Broad- 
way, Va.,  Dec.  17,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Hagers- 
town,  Md. 

Kline-Stegmair. — Morris  Kline  and  Pa- 
tricia Stegmair  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  Oct. 
1,  1949,  in  the  Chapel  of  Roses,  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — Donald  E. 
Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Kovach-John. — Donald  Kovach  and  Fran- 
ces John,  both  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  in  the 
Coventry  church,  Sept.  10,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — D.  Howard  Keiper,  Potts- 
town, Pa. 

Padgett-Long.— Jack  F.  Padgett  of  Had- 
donfield,  N.  J.,  and  Nancy  K.  Long  of  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  in  the  First  church,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  Dec.  21,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Daniel  M.  Long,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rhoads-Fisher. — Charles  E.  Rhoads  and 
Doris  Fisher,  both  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  in  the 
Coventry  church,  Oct.  15,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— D.  Howard  Keiper,  Pottstown, 
Pa. 
Rock-Martin.— Harold  D.  Rock  and  Mar- 


garet E.  Martin,  both  of  Troutville,  Va.,  in 
the  Cloverdale  parsonage,  Dec.  17,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned. — Chester  I.  Harley,  Clov- 
erdale, Va. 

Schooley-Riley. — George  Schooley  and 
Betty  Riley,  both  of  Eaton,  Ohio,  March  9, 
1949,  in  the  Eaton  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— L.   John   Weaver,   Eaton,   Ohio. 

Simmons-Michael. — Kirt  L.  Simmons  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Lillie  C.  Michael  of 
Mt.  Solon,  Va.,  Nov.  8,  1949,  at  the  Sang- 
erville parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — 
I.  J.  Garber,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Smith-Martin. — Robert  A.  Smith  and 
Verna  Lue  Martin,  Dec.  24,  1949,  at  the 
Bassett  church  parsonage,  Va.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Garnett  E.  Phibbs,  Bassett,  Va. 

Spitler-Hess. — Dale  Spitler  and  Esther 
Hess,  both  of  Ludlow  Falls,  Ohio,  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Ohio,  Nov.  26,  1949, 
by  the  undersigned. — Dean  L.  Frantz, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Barnes,  Silas  A.,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1874, 
and  died  in  the  University  of  Maryland 
hospital  in  Baltimore  Nov.  23,  1949.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  six  grandchildren,  one  great-grand- 
child and  one  half  sister.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Han- 
over, Pa.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  William  Feiser  funeral  home  by  Elder 
J.  M.  Stauffer.  Burial  was  in  the  Deer 
Park  cemetery  in  Maryland. — A.  P.  Het- 
rick,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Boyer,  Levi,  son  of  Allen  and  Leah  Boy- 
er,  was  born  March  24,  1850,  in  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1949,  at  the 
Bourquin  nursing  home  in  Warren,  where 
he  had  made  his  home  for  several  months. 
He  was  married  March  6,  1884,  to  Katie 
Kritzer  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lena  church,  111.  He  is 
survived  by  one  brother,  one  daughter,  one 
son,  three  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Leamon  funeral  chapel  by  Bro. 
Galen  G.  Gerdes  of  Yellow  Creek.  Burial 
was  in  the  Lena  burial  park. — Clara  Sand- 
rock,  Lena,  111. 

Boyer,  Theodore  Arthur,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  Boyer,  was  born  May  21,  1871, 
and  died  in  a  Freeport  hospital,  HI.,  Dec. 
3,  1949.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Lena.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Georgia;  one  son;  one  daugh- 
ter and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Lena 
by  Bro.  J.  E.  Smeltzer.  Interment  was  in 
the  Yellow  Creek  cemetery. — Clara  Sand- 
•rock,  Lena,  111. 

Dubble,  Harry  L.,  son  of  Joel  and  Pris- 
cilla  Pfoutz  Dubble,  was  born  Dec.  20,  1871, 
and  died  Oct.  24,  1949.  He  was  married  to 
Mary  Gibble,  who  preceded  him  in  death 
on  May  9,  1930.  Bro.  Dubble  was  baptized 
Feb.  12,  1893,  and  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Heidelberg  church.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  a  second  time  on  May  24,  1938, 
to  Vernie  Z.  Johnson.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  sons,  one  daughter,  four 
stepchildren,  five  brothers,  two  sisters,  ten 
grandchildren,  twenty-five  great-grand- 
children and  two  great-great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Heidelberg  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Candace  Royer,  My- 
erstown,  Pa. 

Eck,  Luster  O.,  son  of  Perry  and  Myrtle 
Kreider  Eck,  was  born  near  Painter  Creek, 
Ohio,  Aug.  19,  1897,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Kemp  Park,  Sept.  30,  1949.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sons,  three  daugh- 
ters, two  sisters  and  nine  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Happy 
Corner  church  by  the  writer  and  Elder  Ira 
Oren.  Interment  was  in  the  Newcomers 
cemetery. — Lon  Karns,  Dayton,   Ohio. 

Engle,  Harvey  E.,  son  of  Jacob  M.  and 
Mollie  Huffman  Engle,  was  born  near  Little 
York,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1871,  and  died  Nov.  28, 
1949.  On  June  11,  1896,  he  was  married  to 
Minnie  Denlinger  and  soon  thereafter  he 
united  with  the  Happy  Corner  church.  He 
was    called    to    the    office    of    deacon    and 


served  as  chairman  of  the  deacon  board 
for  many  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  three  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Happy  Corner  church  by  the 
writer  and  Elder  Albertus  Bucklew.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. — 
Lon  Karns,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Farringer,  Levi  David,  son  of  Henry  and 
Lydia  Farringer,  was  born  on  the  Farringer 
homestead  near  Lena,  111.,  May  10,  1877,  and 
died  Oct.  27,  1949.  At  an  early  age  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  In  early  manhood  he  attended 
Mount  Morris  College.  Services  were  held 
at  the  Leamon  funeral  chapel  by  Breth- 
ren J.  E.  Smeltzer  and  Galen  G.  Gerdes. 
Burial  was  in  the  Yellow  Creek  cemetery. 
— Clara  Sandrock,  Lena,  111. 

Foresman,  Cora  May,  was  born  July  1, 
1877,  in  Idaville,  Ind.,  and  died  Oct.  24, 
1949,  in  the  Alta  Vista  hospital  in  Alta- 
dena,  Calif.  On  Nov.  10,  1897,  she  was 
married  to  Guy  Foresman.  She  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Prior  to  her  passing  she  received  the 
anointing  service.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  sons,  one  grandson,  three 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Reynolds,  Eberly,  Utter- 
McKinley  chapel  in  Pasadena  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Mountain 
View  mausoleum  in  Altadena,  Calif. — 
Donald  E.  Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Freemyer,  Clara  Dell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Hill,  was  born  Aug.  14, 
1881,  at  Onargo,  111.,  and  died  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  hospital  in  Sterling,  Colo.,  Nov. 
22,  1949.  In  1902  she  was  married  to  James 
P.  Freemyer.  She  is  survived  by  five  daugh- 
ters, three  sons,  five  sisters,  three  brothers, 
twenty-two  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Haxtun  church  by  Bro.  Leonard 
Birkin,  pastor  of  the  church. — Mrs.  Warren 
D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Gordon,  Robert  E.,  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1874,  in  Howard  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
Nov.  23,  1949,  at  his  home  in  Midland, 
Mich.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Myr- 
tle Hyatt  on  Nov.  15,  1893.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Poseville  Methodist  Church.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sons,  one 
daughter,  thirteen  grandchildren,  thirteen 
great-grandchildren  and  three  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed from  the  Wilson  funeral  home.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Midland  cemetery. — Ervin 
Weaver,  Midland,  Mich. 

Griffith,  Harvey  L.,  was  born  in  Lexing- 
ton, Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  11,  1861, 
and  died  Sept.  21,  1949.  He  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  served  as  a  deacon  in  the  Myers- 
dale  church,  Pa.,  and  was  a  former  member 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  church.  He 
is  survived  by  three  children.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Turner  and  Stev- 
ens chapel  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  Somerset 
County. — Donald  E.  Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
Haynes,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Susanah  Lehner,  was  born  Oct.  11,  1868,  in 
Richland  Township,  DeKalb  County,  Ind., 
and  died  Dec.  9,  1949.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Edward  Haynes  Aug.  21,  1890, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren. She  is  survived  by  six  children, 
twenty-five  grandchildren  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Jan.  23,  1893.  She  and  her 
husband  were  called  to  the  office  of  deacon 
May  13,  1905.  Her  husband  preceded  her 
in  death  by  seventeen  years.  She  did  much 
sewing  for  relief.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Cedar  Lake  church  by  her  pas- 
tor, assisted  by  Bro.  Russell  Sherman.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Union  cemetery  near 
Garrett. — Ralph  L.   Fry,   Auburn,  Ind. 

Heckman,  Daniel,  was  born  June  9,  1872. 
and  died  Nov.  8,  1949,  in  the  Chambersburg 
hospital,  Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  brothers,  five  children  and  several 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Back  Creek 
congregation  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Brethren  Wayne  Nic- 
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ary  and  M.  B.  Mentzer.  Interment  was  in 
the  St.  Thomas  cemetery. — Elizabeth  Heck- 
man,  Lemasters,  Pa. 

Heisel,  Mary  Anne,  daughter  of  David 
Alonzo  and  Mary  Louisa  Tadlock  Doo- 
little,  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Ind., 
June  29,  1868,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1949.  She 
was  married  April  6,  1890,  to  William  C. 
Heisel  at  Edmond,  Norton  County,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  nine  children.  In 
1895  she  united  with  the  Quinter  church, 
Kansas.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in 
death  June  29,  1930.  Eight  children,  twen- 
ty-one grandchildren,  one  of  whom  is  Lena 
Wirth,  missionary  to  Africa,  and  ten  great- 
grandchildren survive.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  writer  from  the  Moore 
funeral  home.  Interment  was  in  the 
Modesto  cemetery. — Paul  K.  Brandt,  Em- 
pire, Calif. 

Leary,  Bertha,  widow  of  Franklin 
Leary,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter 
Dec.  2,  1949.  She  was  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Coventry  church  and  served  as 
janitress  of  the  church  for  over  fifty  years. 
She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  two 
grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper,  in  the  Coventry 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  East  Coven- 
try Mennonite  cemetery. — D.  Howard  Kei- 
per, Pottstown,  Pa. 

Marsh,  Ogle  James,  son  of  James  and 
Pearl  Marsh,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1919,  in 
Roscommon,  Mich.,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1949, 
at  his  home  in  Midland,  Mich.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
having  been  baptized  on  April  2,  1944.  He 
is  survived  by  his  parents,  two  sisters,  two 
brothers  and  both  grandmothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Midland  church 
by  the  undersigned,  his  pastor.  Burial  was 
in  the  Midland  cemetery. — Ervin  Weaver, 
Midland,  Mich. 

McKonley,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the 
late  Eli  and  Sarah  Grim  McKonley,  was 
born  Sept.  29,  1858,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1949, 
at  the  home  of  her  brother-in-law.  She  is 
survived  by  one  brother.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Han- 
over, Pa.  Services  were  held  in  the  Han- 
over church  by  Elders  J.  M.  Stauffer  and 
E.  E.  Baugher.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt. 
Olivet  cemetery. — A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover, 
Pa. 

Morningstar,  Addie,  daughter  of  Alberta 
and  Annaliza  Pepple,  was  born  March  25, 
1879,  and  died  at  her  home  at  Churubusco, 
Ind.,  Dec.  5,  1949.  She  was  married  to 
Joseph  Morningstar.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  one  daughter,  one  grand- 
daughter, three  brothers,  one  sister  and  a 
foster  sister.  She  accepted  Christ  as  her 
Savior  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Pleasant 
Hill  church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Riverview  cemetery  near  Chu- 
rubusco.— Elder  T.  G.  Weaver,  Columbia 
City,  Ind. 

Oldham.  William  Irvin,  son  of  Harry  and 
Emma  Wright  Oldham,  was  born  in  Bed- 
ford County,  Pa.,  June  7,  1911,  and  died 
Oct.  31,  1949.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Faye  Lehman  Oldham;  his  father,  four 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Rummel  church  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  George  W.  Wright.  Burial 
was  in  the  Richland  cemetery. — Mrs.  How- 
ard Holsinger,  Windber,  Pa. 

Piisenbarger,  Lena  Chloe,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Minnie  Bodkin  Simmons,  was 
born  March  9,  1902,  and  died  Oct.  20,  1949. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Harvey  Pit- 
senbarger  March  20,  1924.    She  is  survived 


by  her  nusband,  her  mother,  one  brother 
and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  several  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Thorn 
Chapel  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  I.  L. 
Bennett.  Interment  was  in  the  Totten 
Chapel  cemetery. — Mrs.  Kennie  Bodkin, 
Sugar  Grove,  W.  Va. 

Richards,  Robert  R.,  was  born  in  Ramey, 
Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  July  11,  1890,  and 
died  in  the  Memorial  hospital  in  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  June  9,  1949,  as  the  result  of  an 
accident  at  work.  Bro.  Richards  united 
with  the  Berkey  church  near  Windber,  Pa., 
in  1925.  In  1930  he  transferred  his  letter 
to  the  church  at  New  Paris,  Pa.,  and  in 
1940  to  the  Nanty  Glo  church,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  serving  on  the  official  board  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Alice  Newcomer  Richards;  two 
daughters;  six  grandchildren;  four  broth- 
ers; two  sisters  and  two  half  brothers.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Nanty  Glo 
church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  John  W.  Brum- 
baugh, and  Chalmer  C.  Dilling.  Interment 
was  in  the  Berkey  cemetery  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa. — Emily  Dumond  Fresh,  Nanty 
Glo,  Pa. 

Ripple,  Norman  W.,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Christina  Berkebile  Ripple,  was  born  in 
Paint  Township,  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
April  16,  1873,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1949,  at  the 
Windber  hospital.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Elizabeth  Weaver;  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Scalp  Level  church  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  H.  Rosenberger,  assisted  by 
Bro.  George  W.  Wright  of  Windber.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  A.  J. 
Casseday,  Windber,  Pa. 

Sandrock,  Ewald,  son  of  Adam  and  Clara 
Krug  Sandrock,  was  born  in  Reichen- 
Sachsen,  Germany,  April  29,  1862,  and  died 
Sept.  15,  1949.  On  Nov.  22,  1887,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Wagner  and 
to  this  union  were  born  three  children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  is  survived 
by  his  daughter,  one  brother  and  two  sis- 
ters. His  wife  and  two  sons  preceded  him 
in  death.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Services  were 
held  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
Bro.  J.  E.  Smeltzer.  Interment  was  in  the 
Lena  burial  park. — Clara  Sandrock,  Lena, 
111. 

Seese,  Raymond  J.,  son  of  Mahlon  and 
Nannie  Seese,  was  born  at  Nokesville,  Va., 


+ 


Aug.  3,  1901,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1949,  at  his 
home  in  Bethesda,  Md.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ruth  Armentrout  May  24,  1924, 
and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born. 
Bro.  Seese  became  a  member  of  the  church 
at  ten  years  of  age.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Washington  City 
church  by  DeWitt  L.  Miller  and  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Cedar  Hill 
cemetery. — Jacob  H.  Hollinger,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Sheets,  Barbara,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Showalter,  was  born  April  20, 
1874,  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Madisonburg,  near  Wooster, 
Ohio,  Dec.  15,  1949.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Samuel  Sheets  June  16,  1897, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  ten  children. 
Her  husband  and  two  sons  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  is  survived  by  two  daughters, 
six  sons,  seventeen  grandchildren,  three 
great-grandchildren,  one  sister  and  two 
brothers.  She  was  a  long-time  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Chippewa  church  by 
the  pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  Canaan 
cemetery .■ — David  R.  Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Shong,  Wesley  E.,  son  of  David  and  Mar- 
tha Shong,  was  born  May  22,  1864,  in  Del- 
aware Township,  Defiance  County,  Ohio, 
and  died  Oct.  7,  1949.  On  Oct.  29,  1889,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma  Sponsell- 
er.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sons, 
one  brother,  one  sister,  six  grandchildren 
and  five  great-grandchildren.  He  was  a 
long-time  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  for  many  years  served  as  a 
deacon.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Moats  funeral  home  in  Sherwood,  Ohio, 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  M.  D. 
Neher.  Interment  was  in  the  Sherwood 
cemetery. — Orville  Noffsinger,  Defiance, 
Ohio. 

Sink,  Gertrude  Hoff,  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Susannah  Trent  Hoff  and  wife  of  Berk- 
ley D.  Sink,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1890,  in  Car- 
roll County  near  Camden,  Ind.,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Kokomo,  Ind.,  Nov.  12,  1949. 
In  1914  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Sink.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Howard  church  west 
of  Kokomo,  Ind.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  four  children,  six  grandchildren 
and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Howard  church 
by  the  undersigned. — Robert  A.  Byerly, 
Kokomo,  Ind. 
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Stonerock,  Thomas  C,  was  born  in  Ver- 
sailles, Ohio,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  Oct.  15,  1949.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Happy  Corner  church.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Susie  C.  Stonerock;  one 
daughter;  eight  grandchildren;  one  great 
grandchild  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Happy  Corner  church 
by  the  writer  and  Elder  Ira  Oren.  Burial 
was  in  the  Abbotsville  cemetery. — Lon 
Karns,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Troul,  Sarah  Myers,  was  born  Aug.  23, 
1861,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1949.  She  married 
the  late  Isaiah  Bennett  Trout  on  Sept.  15, 
1882,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren. Early  in  life  the  deceased  became  a 
member  of  the  Donnels  Creek  church. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Littleton  funer- 
al home  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  by  Robert  L. 
Sherfy  of  New  Carlisle,  Ohio.  Interment 
was  in  the  Myers  cemetery  near  the  Don- 
nels Creek  church. — John  B.  White,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Wieland,  Ray,  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary 
Wieland,  was  born  in  Ionia  County,  Mich., 
Nov.  7,  1895,  and  died  Nov.  6,  1949,  at  his 
home  in  Freeport,  Mich.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Wilmina  Troyer  Nov.  26,  1916, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  six  children. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  six  children, 
eight  grandchildren,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  He  united  with  the  Elmdale  church 
in  1916  and  remained  a  faithful  member 
unto  the  end.  He  was  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  church  clerk.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
the  elder  of  the  congregation,  Bro.  Roy  J. 
McRoberts,  in  the  Elmdale  church. — Earl 
Funderburg,  Alto,  Mich. 
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California 
Long  Beach. — Since  our  last  report  three 
persons  have  been  received  into  our  fellow- 
ship by  letter.  Robert  G.  Walker  was  li- 
censed and  installed  to  the  ministry  and 
became  associate  pastor  with  Bro.  Norman 
J.  Baugher,  who  is  serving  his  fifth  year 
as  our  pastor.  Florence  Smith,  Norlyn 
Dull,  and  Robert  G.  Walker  represented 
us  at  the  district  Conference  in  Santa  Ana. 
Home-coming  day  was  observed  on  Oct. 
30  with  an  all-day  service.  At  the  close  of 
the  afternoon  program  a  tour  was  made 
through  the  new  church  building  which  is 
now  in  progress.  In  the  evening  the  Melo- 
diairs  of  La  Verne  College  presented  the 
program.  On  the  Sunday  morning  preced- 
ing Thanksgiving  the  special  offering  re- 
ceived for  district  missions  amounted  to 
$141.47.  Our  members  participated  in  the 
union  Thanksgiving  service  held  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  in  the  Grace  Methodist 
church.  Several  of  our  church  school 
workers  are  attending  the  city  leadership 
training  school  conducted  each  Tuesday 
evening  in  the  First  Congregational  church. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
tron,  who  are  responsible  for  a  recording 
of  the  Sunday  morning  service,  those  de- 
prived of  attendance  may  enjoy  the  re- 
cording in  their  homes.  Films  we  have 
recently  enjoyed  are  The  Templed  Hills 
and  Answer  for  Anne.  Guest  speakers 
during  the  past  quarter  have  been  Bro. 
Edward  Frantz  and  Royal  D.  Glick  at  the 
Sunday  worship  services  in  the  absence  of 
our  pastor;  Lynn  Blickenstaff,  who  spoke 
on  The  India  Scene  one  Sunday  evening; 
Galen  B.  Ogden  at  the  afternoon  service 
of  the  home-coming  program;  Donald  E. 
Rowe,  pastor  of  the  Pasadena  church  and 
Rev.  Harper  Sakane,  American-Japanese; 
Paul  Studebaker,  pastor  of  the  Covina 
church  and  J.  Onis  Leonard,  public  rela- 
tions director  of  La  Verne  College,  who 
spoke  at  the  men's  brotherhood  meetings. 
Dr.  Ida  Metzger,  former  missionary  to 
India,  talked  at  the  women's  missionary 
meeting.  A  school  of  missions,  to  be  con- 
ducted four  Sunday  evenings  in  January, 
has  been  planned  and  is  co-sponsored  by 
the  women's  missionary  society  and  the 
evangelism  and  missions  commission.  A 
Christian  program  of  music  was  presented 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18.   The  young  peo- 


ple presented  a  Christmas  pageant  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  evening.  The  new  church 
building  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily 
and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  dedicate  it  about 
the  Easter  season. — Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike, 
Long  Beach,   Calif. 

Delaware 

Bethany  —  Rededication  day  for  our 
church  was  held  on  Oct.  23  with  Bro.  J.  H. 
Hollinger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  delivering 
the  dedicatorial  address.  George  McDanial 
and  his  family  gave  the  church  an  electric 
organ  as  a  gift,  which  was  dedicated  in  the 
afternoon  with  a  recital  by  Collins  H. 
Driggs.  In  the  evening  the  new  stained- 
glass  windows  were  dedicated.  Revival 
meetings  were  held  Oct.  25 — Nov.  6  by 
Bro.  Lester  Fike  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  The 
meetings  began  with  a  candlelight  service. 
As  a  result  of  these  meetings,  ten  persons 
were  baptized.  Elder  Walter  Mahan  was 
with  us  for  the  love  feast  service  on  Nov. 
13.  Union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held 
with  the  Methodist  church  on  Nov.  20.  The 
church  Christmas  party  was  held  Dec.  16  at 
the  schoolhouse  and  the  Christmas  pro- 
gram at  the  church  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing.— Mrs.  Violet  Schrock,  Farmington,  Del. 

Florida 

Clay  County.— On  Nov.  13  Elder  C.  E. 
Bower  of  Winter  Park  began  our  one-week 
revival.  As  a  result,  one  young  father  was 
reclaimed  and  his  wife  and  four  inter- 
mediates were  baptized.  On  Dec.  3  the 
local  women's  work  sponsored  a  bazaar 
and  chicken  supper,  which  netted  over 
$100,  which  has  been  set  aside  to  help  put 
a  new  roof  on  our  church.  We  are  plan- 
ning to  make  some  other  improvements  on 
the  church.  Our  Lord's  acre  garden  is 
coming  along  nicely.  Two  bushels  of  onion 
sets  have  been  planted  and  are  doing  well. 
We  plan  to  plant  another  bushel  soon  and 
later  to  plant  a  patch  of  cabbage.  Our 
Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  is 
steadily  increasing.  The  children  and 
young  people  are  preparing  a  Christmas 
program  to  be  presented  on  Christmas 
night.  At  our  last  council  the  writer  was 
elected  local  Messenger  agent  and  cor- 
respondent.— Mrs.  J.  D.  Reish,  Doctors  In- 
let, Fla. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — Installation  services  for  Sun- 
day-school and  church  officers  were  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe, 
on  Oct.  2.  On  Oct.  30  the  Astoria  and 
Woodland  churches  held  a  joint  harvest 
meeting  in  the  Astoria  church  with  Bro. 
Wendell  Flory  as  the  guest  speaker.  The 
church  met  in  regular  quarterly  council 
on  Dec.  6  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Dewey  Cave 
of  Girard,  presiding.  The  men's  work 
group  gave  a  good  report  concerning  re- 
pairs and  improvements  at  the  church  and 
parsonage.  They  are  also  working  with  the 
CROP  movement.  The  women's  work 
have  been  making  applebutter.  They  also 
canned  fruit  and  vegetables  and  collected 
clothing  for  relief.  They  report  having 
sent  105  pounds  of  clothing  and  941  pounds 
of  food  to  Nappanee  recently.  The  Mes- 
senger agent  reports  a  100%  Messenger 
club.  The  attendance  at  Sunday-school  and 
church  services  has  been  on  the  increase 
the  past  few  months. — Lizzie  Wherley, 
Browning,  111. 

Canton. — Bro.  C.  H.  Cameron  and  his 
wife  have  begun  their  work  here.  They 
and  several  of  our  members  attended  the 
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June   13-18,   Grand   Rapids,   Mich. 
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DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Ohio,  Northwestern — Defiance,  March  14-16. 
Virginia,  Second — Sangerville,  March  29-31. 


district  conference  at  La  Place.  October 
was  rally  month.  The  junior  department 
won  the  contest  for  attendance  increase. 
The  women's  work  was  reorganized.  Our 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  1.  In  a  recent  shipment 
to  Nappanee  by  the  relief  truck  were  110 
pounds  of  soap  donated  by  the  young 
people  of  this  district  at  a  rally  held  in 
this  church;  101  pounds  of  waste  fat;  sev- 
eral comforters  made  by  our  women's 
work:  185  pounds  of  wood  and  295  pounds 
of  clothing  and  bedding,  part  of  which 
were  donated  by  other  denominations  in 
this  community.  The  children's  department 
and  two  of  the  older  classes  have  sent  gifts 
to  Austria  to  be  distributed  by  Rosemary 
Block,  who  is  a  member  of  this  church. 
The  Christmas  program  was  presented  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  18  by  the  children,  the 
intermediates  and  the  young  people. — Mrs. 
Pearl  Rohrer,   Canton,   111. 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — Our  church  met 
in  the  church  basement  on  Thanksgiving 
morning  for  breakfast  and  a  short  service. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Leland  Groves,  and  his 
family  were  unable  to  be  there  because 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Grove's  father.  On 
Dec.  8  we  had  our  annual  supper  and  sale. 
A  short  program  was  presented  following 
the  supper. — Lilian  Dama,  Chicago,  111. 

Decatur — Bro.  Eldo  Henricks  was  elected 
at  our  last  business  meeting  as  our  elder. 
Our  first  church  night  of  the  year  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  26,  when  Dr. 
Cheny  Rich  of  Decatur  showed  motion  pic- 
tures of  his  trip  to  Europe.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  5  and  on 
the  morning  of  Nov.  6  Bro.  Earl  Traughber, 
Jr.,  preached  the  morning  message.  Bro. 
A.  P.  Musselman  of  Girard  preached  an 
ordination  sermon  during  the  afternoon 
service,  at  which  time  Brother  and  Sister 
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Traughber  were  ordained  to  the  ministry. 
The  young  people  have  been  holding  regu- 
lar meetings.  A  group  of  twenty-three 
young  people  went  to  the  farm  of  George 
Fulk  near  Bethany  and  picked  enough 
corn  to  amount  to  fifty  dollars.  The  funds 
will  be  used  for  recreational  equipment. 
The  young  people  presented  the  Christmas 
play,  White  Christmas,  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  25.  The  boys'  fellowship  club  meets 
regularly  each  Monday  evening  at  the  Y.M. 
C.A.  and  is  sponsoring  a  basketball  team 
in  the  interchurch  basketball  league.  A 
girls'  club  meets  regularly  on  Thursday 
evenings.  Recently  the  church  enjoyed  a 
concert  given  by  Bro.  Emmit  Hatch  of 
Manchester  College.  The  janitor's  home 
on  the  north  side  of  the  church,  which  was 
renovated  during  the  summer,  is  now  be- 
ing used  for  the  primary  department.  Our 
Sunday-school  attendance  has  been  in- 
creasing. Christmas  programs  were  pre- 
sented Dec.  18  by  the  primary  and  junior 
departments.  The  intermediate  depart- 
ment will  present  a  program  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Jan.  1. — Mrs.  D.  M.  Barone,  De- 
catur, 111. 

Lena. — Brother  and  Sister  J.  E.  Smeltzer 
have  taken  up  the  work  here.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Oct.  28  we  had  a  potluck  supper  at 
the  church.  Bro.  Smeltzer  installed  the 
officers.  Gifts  were  presented  to  our  pastor 
and  his  wife.  Brother  and  Sister  Smeltzer 
were  installed  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  30  by 
Elder  Foster  B.  Statler.  World  Community 
Day  was  observed  with  the  six  churches 
co-operating  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  4. 
Mrs.  Rufus  Bowman  of  Oak  Park  was  the 
speaker.  There  were  eighty-one  bundles  of 
pieces  for  peace,  seventeen  of  which  were 
received  from  our  church.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  6  the  young  people  had  charge 
of  the  services.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewie  David 
of  Canton  were  visitors  and  Mr.  David 
showed  colored  slides  entitled  Take  Heart. 
The  union  men  and  missions  meeting  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  13  at  the  Eng- 
lish Lutheran  church  with  Bro.  Smeltzer 
as  the  speaker.  The  aid  is  quilting  and 
sewing  for  relief.  We  sent  out  about  500 
pounds  of  clothing.  Since  our  last  report, 
we  lost  four  of  our  older  members,  Levi 
Boyer,  Ewald  Sandrock,  Levi  D.  Farringer 
and  Theodore  Arthur  Boyer,  by  death. — 
Clara  Sandrock,  Lena,  111. 

Springfield. — During  the  past  year  there 
were  thirteen  members  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism,  eleven  by  letter  and 
one  by  confession  of  faith.  The  women's 
council  held  a  bazaar  and  bake  sale  on 
Dec.  7.  The  proceeds  will  go  to  carry  on 
their  program  throughout  the  coming  year. 
They  also  packed  three  packets  of  pieces 
for  peace  for  World  Community  Day.  A 
jamboree  was  held  at  the  church  and  the 
proceeds  went  to  help  the  camp  at  Astoria. 
We  also  decided  to  give  our  birthday  of- 
ferings for  this  newly  constructed  camp. 
Several  members  of  the  congregation  are 
investing  five-dollar  bills  in  various  proj- 
ects to  make  possible  a  new  organ  for 
the  church.  We  hope  to  have  it  by  the 
first  of  the  year. — Margaret  Scrogum, 
Springfield,  111. 

Indiana 
Bachelor  Run. — We  held  our  communion 
services  on  Oct.  15  with  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Herbert  Fisher,  presiding.  Bro.  Harlan 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  Flora  church  and  Bro. 
John  Laprad,  pastor  of  the  Pitsburg 
church,  were  present  and  assisted  in  the 
service.  On  Oct.  23  we  held  our  harvest 
and  home-coming  service  with  Bro.  D.  E. 
Smucker,  professor  of  the  Mennonite  Sem- 
inary in  Chicago,  as  the  guest  speaker.  He 
delivered  the  sermon  in  the  morning;  in 
the  afternoon  a  program  was  held  with 
Bro.  Carl  Smucker  as  the  speaker.  Our 
Thanksgiving  offering  was  given  for  gen- 
eral missions.  The  men's  organization 
made  an  improvement  on  the  parsonage 
grounds  by  tearing  away  the  old  barn  and 
building  a  new  garage.  On  Nov.  20  the 
younger  members  of  the  church  and  their 
families  held  a  dinner  at  the  church  in 
honor  of  the  members  who  were  seventy 
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by  John  D.  Roop 

A  revision  of  the  volume  of  like  name  written  by  Brethren  Moomaw 
and  Roop  after  the  first  world  war,  this  book  does  two  main  things: 

•  Gives  a  record  of  the  experiences  of  conscientious  objectors  during 
World  War  I. 
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during  World  War  I  and  suffered  for  them. 
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years  of  age  or  over.  On  Dec.  7  we  held 
our  quarterly  council  meeting  with  the 
writer  in  charge.  We  elected  church  of- 
ficers for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Herbert 
Fisher,  our  pastor,  was  chosen  elder  and 
Bro.  Charley  Wray  was  elected  Messenger 
agent  and  correspondent.  The  church  de- 
cided to  use  the  100%  Messenger  plan 
again.  The  sisters'  aid  society  has  been 
sewing  for  relief,  the  Mexico  Welfare 
Home  and  the  Red  Cross.  They  held 
several  sale  dinners,  a  bazaar  and  a  market. 
Since  our  last  report  one  person  has  been 
received  into  the  church  fellowship  by 
baptism  and  two  older  members,  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Douglas  and  Sister  Lettie  Cline,  have 
passed  away. — William  L.  Angle,  Bring- 
hurst,  Ind. 

Beech  Grove. — Our  church  met  in  council 
on  Dec.  13;  at  this  time  the  board  of  ad- 
ministration for  our  church  was  set  up. 
Three  persons  were  received  by  letter. 
Our  pastor,  E.  L.  McCullough,  recently 
held  a  two  weeks'  revival  at  the  Wind- 
fall church.  Thomas  Davis  and  Marion 
Norris  filled  our  pulpit  during  his  absence. 
Our  children's  department  gave  money  and 
sent  dried  milk  to  the  needy  children  last 
year  and  this  year  they  are  supporting 
James  Russell  Bowman,  son  of  missionaries 
in  Africa.  We  meet  each  Wednesday  eve- 
ning for  Bible  study  and  prayer.  Our 
pastor  will  serve  on  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  We  have 
a  100%  Messenger  club.  On  Jan.  29  we  are 
having  community  singing.  Our  church 
bulletin  is  sent  each  week  to  about  eighty 
homes.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
made  quite  an  improvement  on  our  church 
building.  The  men  of  our  church  donated 
most  of  the  work.  Our  large  outside  bul- 
letin board  was  given  by  the  men's  work 
and  the  automatic  light  switch  for  it  was 
given  by  one  of  the  deacons.  Our  ladies' 
aid  meets  each  week  to  quilt.  They  are 
giving  $100  to  missions  besides  giving  to 
many  other  places  in  need.  Our  relief 
offering  was  $321.90  this  year.  We  sent  120 
pounds  of  clothing  and  over  200  pounds  of 
grease  for  relief  here  and  abroad.  A 
Christmas  program  was  presented. — Mrs. 
Leonard  Reeves,  Pendleton,  Ind. 

Fairview. — Our  church  met  for  business 
on  Dec.  6.  Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger  was 
re-elected  as  our  elder  for  another  year 
and  other  church  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  We  decided  to  continue 
our  family  night  services  one  Sunday 
evening  a  month.  Interesting  programs 
were  presented  by  our  young  people.  The 
young  people's  convention  was  held  at  our 
church  on  Oct.  29  and  30.  About  sixty 
young  people  from  different  churches  were 
present  and  presented  a  program  on  Sun- 
day.   Our  aid  society  made  two  comforters 


and  gave  other  clothing  and  food  to  a  fam- 
ily of  six  who  had  lost  all  their  clothing 
and  bedding  when  their  home  burned;  the 
church  gave  them  fifty  dollars  in  money. 
The  men's  work  has  all  the  corn  picked 
and  has  done  work  on  the  church  lawn  and 
basement.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance 
is  increasing.  Our  pastor  is  Bro.  Waldo 
Kinsel,  who  came  here  from  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary;  the  church  is  progress- 
ing under  his  leadership.  Several  of  our 
young  folks  went  Christmas  caroling  and 
presented  a  Christmas  program  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18. — Mrs.  Hattie  Peter,  La- 
fayette, Ind. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  .  . 

This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,   Elgin,   111. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  References  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow,  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296,  Buchanan,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  426.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
help  on  Kansas  beef  cattle  farm.  $140  or 
more  according  to  ability.  Dwelling,  chick- 
en house  and  milk  furnished.  Three- 
fourths  mile  from  church.  Write:  O.  F. 
McGonigle,  Nickerson,  Kansas. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md„  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Bal- 
timore. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Liberly  Mills. — We  met  in  regular  quar- 
terly council,  with  Elder  Leonard  Custer 
presiding.  Brethren  John  Detwiler  and 
Paul  Leckrone  were  relicensed  to  the  min- 
istry for  another  year.  The  church  will 
recommend  to  the  district  ministerial  board 
and  district  elders'  body  that  Bro.  Leck- 
rone be  ordained  within  the  next  year. 
Good  attendance  and  interest  were  mani- 
fested during  our  recent  revival  services 
conducted  by  our  pastor,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Edward  Stump  of  Osceola.  Two  elderly 
people  were  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  at  the  close  of  these  services  with 
Bro.  Stump  presiding.  Our  aid  society  con- 
tinues to  do  relief  sewing,  making  com- 
forters, babies'  layettes  and  blankets.  In- 
stead of  having  our  usual  Christmas  gift 
exchange,  we  sent  four  boxes,  averaging 
twenty  pounds  in  weight,  to  a  girls'  or- 
phanage in  Warsaw,  Poland. — Lizzie  Heet- 
er,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Middlebury. — The  men  meet  regularly 
once  a  month.  The  aid  society  has  sent 
a  number  of  boxes  of  clothing,  shoes,  bed- 
ding, etc.,  for  relief.  Bro.  Grover  Cripe, 
before  his  passing,  gave  five  dollars  to  the 
children  to  invest  and  recently  they 
turned  in  the  proceeds  amounting  to  $50.65 
plus  $5  which  was  held  back  for  next 
spring.  On  Halloween  several  classes  went 
tricking  or  treating  and  gave  the  articles 
received,  which  included  143  boxes  of  jello, 
130  bars  of  soap,  122  pencils,  toothpaste, 
washclothes,  etc.,  to  relief.  Two  boxes 
were  sent  to  Puerto  Rico  and  three  to  Ger- 
many. Brother  and  Sister  Hirt  of  Monti- 
cello  were  visitors  on  Dec.  11  and  brought 


us  the  evening  message.  The  young  mar- 
ried women  of  the  church  have  organized, 
calling  themselves  the  Friendship  Group. 
Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Garver  have 
opened  their  home  to  a  family  from  Es- 
tonia. The  peace  caravan  was  with  us  re- 
cently. Several  of  our  sisters  furnished 
personal  aid  kits  for  hospital  use  in 
Austria.  For  Christmas  the  children  had 
charge  of  the  morning  service  and  the 
young  people  had  charge  of  the  evening 
service. — Orpha  Nusbaum,  Middlebury, 
Ind. 

Pipe  Creek. — Our  Sunday-school  and 
church  have  organized  for  the  work  of  the 
year  with  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively  as  our  elder. 
We  held  our  birthday  supper  at  the  school 
gym  with  a  program  and  fellowship  hour. 
Our  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  on  the 
Sunday  before  Thanksgiving  with  a  fel- 
lowship dinner.  Bro.  Arthur  F.  Morris  was 
our  guest  speaker.  We  furnished  the 
Thanksgiving  dinner  again  this  year  for 
the  old  people  at  the  Mexico  home.  Our 
aid  meets  regularly  twice  a  month  in  an 
all-day  meeting  and  we  are  quilting,  sew- 
ing for  relief,  etc.  Each  year  the  aid,  un- 
der the  direction  of  our  president,  Martha 
Hessong,  sponsors  a  comforter  knotting  in 
the  gym  of  the  schoolhouse  to  which  the 
entire  church  is  invited.  We  knotted  and 
finished  nine  comforters  for  relief  this 
year.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger  club 
again  this  year.  On  Dec.  18  our  annual 
Christmas  program  was  presented  by  the 
entire  Sunday  school.  Our  Christmas  of- 
fering amounted  to  $385.06.  Bro.  Clarence 
Sink  was  with  us  for  a  week's  evangelistic 


Ou*  feblualu  beck  sale  is  onl 

As  was  announced  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, we  have  in  our  stockroom  an  oversupply  of  good  and 
usable  Brethren  books.  We  want  you  to  have  the  benefit  of 
these  books,  each  of  which  carries  its  own  distinctive  value. 
We  are  accordingly  making  this  offer: 

For  every  full  dollar  sent  to  us  during  February  for 
other  Brethren  books  you  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  copy  of  any  one  of  these  six  titles  named  below  for 
only  35  cents.  Please  give  alternate  choices,  num- 
bering your  order  of  preference. 


Title  Author  Regular 

Basic  Belief   Edward  Frantz 

Brethren  Preaching  Today  .  .32  Brethren  Ministers 

His  Days  and  Ours C.  C.  Ellis 

The  Mastery  of  the  Master  .  .  DeWitt  Miller 

The  Teacher's  Appreciation 

of  the  Old  Testament  •  ■  •   J.  Hugh  Heckman  .  . 

Munition  Maker  of  Galilee  .  .  Ralph  Byers  .... 


A  copy  of  the  catalog  describing  the  books  published 
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meetings. — Mrs.  T.  A.  Hopper,  Walton,  Ind. 

Pleasant  View. — The  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
8  with  the  elder,  Edward  Kintner,  pre- 
siding. One  member  was  received  by 
letter.  We  decided  to  so  some  remodeling 
in  the  primary  department.  On  Thanks- 
giving evening  the  church  enjoyed  a  fel- 
lowship supper  in  the  church  hall.  An  of- 
fering was  taken  for  home  missions,  after 
which  there  was  a  program  of  readings  and 
recitations;  the  ladies  of  the  aid  society 
presented  a  play  entitled  Sewing  for  the 
Heathen.  The  aid  society  has  been  doing 
quilting  and  relief  sewing.  They  are  plan- 
ning to  put  a  new  floor  in  the  church  hall. 
The  young  people  of  the  church  presented 
a  play  on  Christmas  night  entitled  The 
Other  Shepherd. — Mrs.  Amsa  Snell,  South 
Whitley,  Ind. 

Spring  Creek. — The  Liberty  Mills  church 
was  host  to  a  union  service  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  23,  when  the  play,  The  Good  Shep- 
herd, was  presented.  Bro.  Edward  Kint- 
ner brought  the  morning  message  on  Oct. 
23  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Cus- 
ter, who  spoke  in  the  Lick  Creek  church. 
On  Oct.  20  the  men  of  the  church  and  com- 
munity husked  corn  for  Bro.  Delmar  Po- 
land, who  was  seriously  ill.  Bro.  H.  F. 
Richards  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting,  beginning  Oct.  24.  A  good  atten- 
dance with  a  fellowship  supper  marked 
our  family  night  at  the  church  on  Thanks- 
giving evening.  Rev.  Foster  C.  Jones,  pas- 
tor of  the  Troy  Center  Presbyterian 
church,  was  our  guest  speaker.  The  Will- 
ing Workers  class  sponsored  the  project  of 
sending  Christmas  gift  packages  to  the 
home  mission  field  in  Kentucky.  A  large 
box  of  packages,  containing  clothing  and 
toys,  was  collected  and  wrapped  in 
Christmas  paper  and  six  dollars  in  cash 
was  sent.  The  primary  department  will 
have  a  party  on  Dec.  17.  Our  aid  society 
filled  and  sent  two  barrels  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  to  Bethany  Hospital.  We  col- 
lected and  wrapped  white  gifts  containing 
pieces  of  yard  material,  print  patches, 
sacks,  needles,  thread,  pins,  buttons,  etc., 
for  relief.  Our  service  offering  on  Dec.  18 
will  go  toward  the  project  of  sending  heif- 
ers into  Western  Germany.  We  have  at 
least  two  heifers  ready  to  send  soon  and 
one  of  the  men  from  our  church  plans  to 
go  along  with  the  shipment.  Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  Dec.  5,  with  Elder  Ed- 
ward Kintner  presiding.  Bro.  Custer  will 
meet  soon  with  the  district  board  to  make 
plans  for  the  district  meeting,  which  will 
be  held  at  our  church  next  August.— Mrs. 
Ada  Stumpff.  South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Wabash. — Two  new  members  were  bap- 
tized as  the  result  of  meetings  held  by 
Bro.  E.  Paul  Weaver.  Communion  services 
followed  the  evangelistic  meeting  on  Oct. 
16.  A  fellowship  supper  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  20,  when  Brother  and  Sister 
W.  C.  Stinebaugh  were  introduced  to  the 
congregation.  Later  in  the  evening  a  busi- 
ness session  was  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  L. 
Hartsough,  at  which  Brother  and  Sister 
Stinebaugh  were  invited  to  become  our 
pastors.  They  took  up  their  work  here  on 
Nov.  6.  Members  of  the  church  prepared 
the  parsonage  and  helped  move  Brother 
and  Sister  Stinebaugh.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  20  the  CBYF  sponsored  the  showing 
of  the  sound  film,  The  African  Prince;  an 
offering  of  $62.52  was  received  for  the 
Brotherhood  Fund.  The  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
2,  with  Bro.  William  Eberly  of  Roann  as 
the  speaker.  The  children  of  the  church 
presented  a  Christmas  program  during  the 
regular  morning  church  hour  on  Dec.  18, 
followed  by  a  Christmas  story  by  the  pas- 
tor's wife.  The  young  people  presented  a 
candlelighting  service  in  the  evening.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  doing  relief  sewing. 
They  have  also  been  helping  the  church 
financially  on  their  building  fund  project 
in  which  a  house  next  to  the  church  has 
been  purchased  where  the  future  Wabash 
church  will  be  built.  The  house  is  now 
being  used  as  a  parish  house. — Olive  Bever, 
Wabash,  Ind. 
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Kansas 

Parsons. — Bro.  J.  Henry  Long  of  Elgin 
was  with  us  in  a  ten-day  service.  He 
showed  the  picture,  Brethren  Serve  the 
Needy  in  the  Name  of  Christ,  pictures  of 
Schwarzenau  and  others.  At  the  close  of 
the  services  one  person  was  received  by 
baptism.  The  meeting  was  followed  by 
our  love  feast  with  Bro.  Long  officiating, 
assisted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Enberg.  Bro. 
Long  had  the  privilege  of  delivering 
messages  over  the  radio  here  during  the 
devotional  hour.  The  T.  J.  Reed  family  of 
Galesburg  has  invited  a  German  girl 
student  to  live  in  their  home  for  a  year 
and  the  church  is  sponsoring  a  D.P.  family. 
Our  church  was  well  represented  at  our 
district  conference,  which  was  held  in  the 
Osage  church  with  our  pastor  as  moder- 
ator. A  Christmas  program  was  presented 
with  Elizabeth  Farran  as  director. — Mrs. 
Julia  Jones,  Parsons,  Kansas. 

Topeka. — Oct.  23  was  church  fellowship 
night,  after  which  the  film,  Salt  of  the 
Earth,  was  shown.  In  the  absence  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Charles  Dumond,  Sr.,  who  was 
holding  meetings  in  the  Kansas  City 
church,  Mo.,  the 'pulpit  was  filled  by  Dr. 
J.  D.  Bright  of  Washburn  College  and  Bro. 
Leonard  Lowe.  The  youth  fellowship  spon- 
sored the  evening  services.  Robert  Stover 
showed  pictures  and  spoke  of  his  experi- 
ences while  in  Japan.  Armin  Samuelson, 
who  had  traveled  in  Sweden  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  4-H  club,  showed  pic- 
tures and  told  of  his  experiences  while 
there.  In  November  an  offering  of  eighty- 
nine  dollars  was  taken  for  CROP.  In  No- 
vember we  had  a  fellowship  service  and 
the  picture,  Sunrise  Over  Nigeria,  was 
shown.  December  was  decision  month.  On 
New  Year's  Day  new  members  were  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  baptism.  We  have 
purchased  a  new  parsonage  located  at  1028 
Lincoln.  The  house  was  redecorated  before 
our  pastor  and  his  family  moved  in.  On 
Dec.  11  the  new  parsonage  was  dedicated 
with  Bro.  James  Elrod  of  McPherson  de- 
livering the  dedicatory  address.  Bro.  W. 
B.  DeVilbiss  of  Ottawa,  a  representative  of 
the  district  mission  board,  also  participated 
in  the  program.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  18 
the  children  presented  the  Christmas  pro- 
gram under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Leonard 
Lowe.  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  will  be 
with  us  the  last  week  in  January  for  mis- 
sion emphasis  week.  On  Dec.  4  a  wedding 
was  held  in  our  church  when  Phyllis  Smith 
and  Clifford  Oshel  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  Lois  Du- 
mond and  Robert  Stover  will  be  united  in 
marriage  at  a  church  wedding. — Mary  M. 
Smith,  Topeka,   Kansas. 


Pennsylvania 

Scalp  Level. — Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  gave  us 
a  report  of  the  mission  work  in  India.  Sis- 
ter Blough,  whom  our  congregation  has 
helped  to  support,  was  unable  to  accom- 
pany him  but  she  visited  the  congregation 
later.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Daryl  Parker  and  Dr. 
Kenneth  K'an  have  been  our  guest  speak- 
ers, each  bringing  a  message  of  the  great 
need  of  missionary  work  in  China.  Ap- 
proximately $400  was  realized  from  our  an- 
nual building  fund  bazaar  held  in  Novem- 
ber. Our  Boy  Scout  troop  participated  in 
this  for  the  first  time  and  contributed 
thirteen  dollars.  Dr.  F.  E.  Mallott  of 
Bethany  Seminary  ably  conducted  our 
Bible  institute  on  Nov.  20-27.  A  feature  of 
great  interest  to  the  children  was  his 
stories  of  African  animals.   He  was  also  the 


speaker  for  the  community  Thanksgiving 
service,  which  was  held  in  our  church.  Our 
building  fund  rally  service  was  held  Oct. 
27,  when  $3,250  was  added  to  our  fund, 
which  now  totals  $27,735.  We  failed  to 
reach  our  goal  of  $30,000  because  of  the 
coal  strike.  At  our  attendance  recognition 
service  awards  were  given  to  forty-two 
persons  credited  with  perfect  attendance 
at  Sunday  school.  On  Dec.  18  Bro.  Wilbur 
Mullen  of  our  congregation,  who  has  re- 
turned after  spending  two  and  a  half  years 
in  Brethren  Service  work  in  Europe, 
brought  us  an  interesting  report  of  his 
work  there.  Our  aid  has  sewed  and 
packed  clothing  for  relief.  They  helped 
purchase  a  coffee  urn  for  church  use.  Bro. 
Edwin  Crist,  who  at  present  is  serving  as 
interim  pastor  of  the  First  church  in  Phil- 
adelphia was  ordained  to  the  full  ministry. 
A  Christmas  program  was  presented  on 
Christmas  evening. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Casseday, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Little  River. — Bro.  John  Graham  of  Bue- 
na  Vista  held  our  revival  meeting  and,  as 
a  result,  three  persons  were  baptized  and 
two  reconsecrated.  During  the  same  period 
we  had  our  Bible  school,  directed  by  our 
minister,  Bro.  Elwood  Humphrey,  assisted 
by  Mary  Alice  Peters,  a  graduate  from 
Berea  College,  Ky.  As  a  result  of  the 
school,  our  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
greatly  increased.  The  Sunday  school  re- 
cently purchased  a  bus  to  transport  those 
desiring  to  attend  church  and  Sunday 
school  from  the  surrounding  community. 
At  our  council  in  March  we  decided  to 
build  a  new  church  as  we  were  advised 
that  the  old  one  was  beyond  repair.  All 
the  church  organizations  are  working  for 
funds  for  the  new  project.  We  have  $4,100 
thus  far  in  our  campaign.  Our  ladies'  aid  is 
very  active.  The  young  people  meet  once 
a  month  and  are  also  active  in  their  pro- 
gram. Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  2  with 
Bro.  Humphreys  presiding,  assisted  by  Bro. 
E.  P.  Carper.  We  held  our  council  in  Sep- 
tember and  elected  new  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  The  undersigned  was  elected 
as  Messenger  correspondent. — Mrs.  Clyde 
Campbell,  Goshen,  Va. 


Just  the  thing 


for  parents,  kindergarten  teachers  and  other  workers 
with  small  children 

Each  of  these  books  by  Caroline  Horowitz  is  6V2  by  8Vs 
inches  in  size,  contains  ninety-six  pages,  has  over  one  hun- 
dred illustrations,  and  is  bound  in  sturdy  cardboard.  Each 
presents  excellent  play  ideas  such  as  those  who  work  with 
children  are  constantly  needing.  And  the  price  is  only  50 
cents  per  copy. 

EIGHTY  PLAY  IDEAS.   For  preschool  children. 

PLAY-ALONE  FUN.    For  children  six  to  nine. 

SIXTY  SWELL  PLAYMATE  GAMES.    Planned  especially 
for  two  children,  aged  seven  to  thirteen. 

FORTY  RAINY-DAY  GAMES.    For  children  nine  to  four- 
teen. 

These  books  will  put  new  zest  into  your  child's  play! 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 
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The   industrial   arts   school   of  the 

University  of  Puerto  Rico  has 
awarded  the  first  seven  of  thirty 
scholarships  to  students  from  neigh- 
boring places  in  the  Caribbean.  Ini- 
tial awards  went  to  youths  from 
Jamaica,  British  Honduras,  St.  Vin- 
cent and  Dominica.  (WP) 

A  conference  on  juvenile  delin- 
quency was  recently  held  in  Lodz, 
Poland,  one  of  the  chief  industrial 
center  of  that  country.  Among  other 
resolutions  the  conference  decided  to 
establish  reform  and  detention 
homes  so  that  the  young  delinquent 
need  not  spend  the  time  before  trial 
with  adult  criminals  from  whom  he 
might  learn  new  crime  techniques. 

More  than  100,000,000  pounds  of 
milk  has  been  purchased  from  the 
U.S.  surplus  by  the  UN  International 
Children's  Emergency  Fund.  This 
milk,  when  reconstituted,  will  fill  a 
billion  cups  and  the  Fund  can  extend 
its  aid  for  child  feeding  this  winter 
to  many  more  children  and  can  in- 
crease the  ration  of  those  now  re- 
ceiving it.  (United  Nations  Bulletin) 


The  idea  of  world  government  was 
unanimously  approved  by  fifteen 
Swiss  groups  for  international  or- 
ganization and  peace,  the  Council 
of  Swiss  Peace  Associations.  In  the 
declaration  drawn  up  in  their  recent 
meeting,  they  said,  "War  can  only 
be  abolished  by  establishing  a  gov- 
ernment superior  to  all  the  states 
of  the  world,  which  shall  apply  to 
each  state  and  individual  the  world 
federal  laws  and  which  shall  guaran- 
tee to  each  individual  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  men  and  citizens." 

Promolion  of  an  international  flag 
as  a  symbol  of  international  friend- 
ship is  the  object  of  Lady  Butter- 
field's  trip  around  the  world.  She 
believes  that  the  children  of  the 
world  can  be  educated  for  peace  as 
easily  as  the  children  of  Germany 
were  taught  war  by  Hitler.  Chil- 
dren from  all  over  the  world  are  be- 
ing asked  to  submit  designs  for  the 
flag  as  well  as  for  friendship  stamps. 
The  friendship  flag  plan  is  already 
in  different  stages  of  development  in 
thirty-four  countries;  in  six  it  is  al- 
ready working  in  the  schools. 


Conscription:    An  Evil  In  Itself 


There  is  a  growing  apathy  on  the 
subject  of  conscription,  but  pacifists 
should  keep  it  in  the  forefront  of  dis- 
cussion and  keep  the  public  con- 
science uneasy  about  it. 

We  get  used  to  evils  if  there  is  no 
continual  protest.  Even  some  paci- 
fists seem  reluctant  to  protest  against 
conscription,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
only  a  "weapon  of  war"  and  must  be 
accepted  so  long  as  governments  be- 
lieve in  war. 

But  a  lad  of  18  is  not  a  weapon.  He 
is  a  person.  To  challenge  conscrip- 
tion, therefore,  is  utterly  different 
from  challenging  a  new  jet  plane  or 
a  new  type  of  submarine.  We  are 
challenging  a  moral  wrong  inflicted 
afresh  every  three  months  upon  im- 
mature personalities  for  whom  we 
are  all  responsible. 

Conscription  may  be  only  a 
"symptom"  of  the  root  disease  of 
war.  But  no  doctor  can  neglect 
symptoms.  A  hemorrhage  may  be 
only  a  symptom  of  a  deeper  disease, 
but  if  if  is  not  stopped  the  patient 
may  bleed  to  death  before  the  dis- 
ease can  be  dealt  with.  Conscription, 
if  indefinitely  continued,  will  create 
in  the  nation  a  mentality  which  will 
make  its  conversion  to  pacifism  a 
practical  impossibility.  .  .  . 

That   is  what  is   happening  now. 


We  are  letting  the  poison  of  militar- 
ism be  poured  into  the  milk-bottles 
of  our  youths'  education,  because  the 
nation  is  afflicted  with  the  lunacy  of 
war's  necessity. 

On  the  other  hand,  agitation 
against  conscription  can  be  a  most 
powerful  lever  against  the  consent  to 
war  itself. 

People  for  the  most  part  are  not 
theorists.  They  are  convinced  by 
consequences;  they  judge  a  policy  to 
be  wrong  when  they  see  it  working 
out  in  undesirable  ways.  Their  be- 
liefs about  the  justification  of  war, 
for  instance,  received  a  severe  shock 
by  the  ruthless  destruction  of  Hiro- 
shima. 

But  conscription  means  teaching 
our  young  men  to  do  that.  It  is  their 
compulsory  instruction  in  all  the  arts 
and  crafts  of  mass-destruction.  It  is 
thus  the  deliberate  corrupting  of 
their  minds  and  the  deadening  of 
their  consciences,  and  this  process  is 
itself  a  condemnation  of  war. 

...  So  now  it  is  for  us  to  show  that 
war  can  only  be  maintained  and  our 
precarious  "security"  achieved  by 
this  outrage  upon  the  conscience  and 
liberties  of  our  young  men. 

—CLAUD  COLTMAN, 
in  Peace  News. 


My  town,  my  country,  my 
world  ore  not  any  longer 
big  enough;  henceforth,  it 
must  be  my  world-wide 
Christian   fellowship 


Henry  Smith  Leiper 

Associate   General   Secretary 
World  Council  of  Churches 
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SHALL  WE  GIVE 

i 

THE  ANTS  A  CHANCE? 


A  FRIEND  of  mine  once 
asked  the  well  -  known 
playwright,  Eugene  O'- 
Neill, for  a  brief  summary  of 
his  philosophy  of  life.  This  was 
his  reply:  "If  the  human  race 
is  so  stupid,  that  in  2,000  years 
it  hasn't  had  brains  enough  to 
appreciate  that  the  secret  of  hap- 
piness is  contained  in  one  sim- 
ple sentence  (which  you'd  think 
any  school  kid  could  understand 
and  apply)  then  it's  time  we 
dumped  it  down  the  nearest 
drain  and  let  the  ants  have  a 


chance.  That  simple  sentence  is: 
'For  what  shall  it  profit  a  man 
if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?'  " 

In  this  time  of  rearming  Eu- 
rope and  Atlantic  Pacts,  one  is 
tempted  to  rephrase  the  Master's 
question  thus:  "What  shall  it 
profit  the  American  nation  if  it 
gain  material,  scientific  and  eco- 
nomic supremacy  and  lose  its 
own  soul?" 

If  the  wrong  answer  is  given 
to  that  question,  it  will  not  be 
wholly  because  of  the  "wolfish- 


ness  of  the  wolves,  but  rather  be- 
cause of  the  sheepishness  of  the 
sheep,"  as  the  young  pastor,  Rev. 
William  M.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  a 
church  in  Edgartown,  Mass.,  put 
it  in  a  recent  thoughtful  sermon. 

The  soul  of  a  nation  is  a  com- 
posite thing,  obviously,  and  in 
its  general  complexion  it  reflects 
the  characteristics  which  pre- 
dominate in  the  men  and  women 
who  compose  it. 

Looked  at  from  a  broader  per- 
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spective,  the  problem  exists  on 
the  world  scale,  and  it  has  been 
well  stated  by  the  French  aviator 
poet,  Exupery,  whose  kit  con- 
tained a  letter  to  an  American 
friend  found  after  his  death  in 
an  air  battle  during  the  late  war. 
Here  are  his  dramatic  words: 
"Look,  my  American  friends, 
something  new  is  in  formation  in 
our  planet.  The  material  prog- 
ress of  modern  times  has  indeed 
linked  mankind  by  a  sort  of 
nervous  system.  The  contacts 
are  innumerable,  the  communi- 
cations are  instantaneous.  We 
are  materially  bound  together 
like  cells  in  the  same  body.  But 
this  body  does  not  have  a  soul. 
This  organism  has  not  grown 
conscious  of  itself." 

What,  in  that  context,  does  the 
word  soul  mean?  Just  as  we 
have  no  way  to  study  the  soul 
of  a  person  except  by  observing 
how  that  person  acts  and  reacts 
in  contact  with  other  persons,  so 
we  are  compelled  to  observe  how 
human  groups,  large  or  small, 
act  and  react  if  we  wish  to  un- 
derstand how  much  or  how  little 
soul-force  they  possess.  We  must 
seek,  therefore,  to  assess  spiritu- 
al attitudes,  loyalties,  relation- 
ships, standards  of  right  and 
wrong,  laws  of  conduct,  habits 
of  mind — if  we  are  to  come  to 
any  understanding  of  the  state 
of  national  or  international 
health  today,  and  with  such 
things,  either  for  the  person  or 
for  the  community,  Christianity 
is  rightly  —  indeed  inevitably  — 
concerned,  else  it  is  a  mockery 
for  Christians  to  pray:  "Thy 
will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven." 

From  the  point  of  view  of  one 
who  has  long  pondered  the  prob- 
lem of  a  world  now  a  physical 
neighborhood  but  not  yet  a  spir- 
itual community,  the  task  of  the 
church  is  to  grow  a  soul  for  the 
one  world  which  will  either 
learn  to  realize  its  oneness  in  the 
purpose  of  God  or  will  inevitably 
destroy  itself. 
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Wholeness  of  soul  is  found 
where  all  the  aspects  of  person- 
ality are  centered  round  the  con- 
scious personality — the  "I" — and 
religious  experience  shows  that 
the  healthiest  "I"  is  that  one 
whose  individuality  is  purpose- 
fully oriented  toward  the  will 
of  God — by  commitment  freely 
made  and  consistently  main- 
tained. 

The  chief  instrumentality  of 
the  modern  church  for  the  de- 
velopment of  a  world  soul  is  the 
ecumenical  movement,  in  it  is 
stressed  the  intention  of  God 
that  his  children  should  feel 
themselves  to  have  a  place  in 
the  common  household  of  the 
world.  (Incidentally,  ecumeni- 
cal which  is  a  word  no  longer 
than  economical  and  which  de- 
rives from  the  same  Greek  word 
meaning  house,  ought  to  be  a 
household  word  among  Chris- 
tians, particularly  since  it  means 
household!) 

This  movement,  as  William 
Temple  pointed   out   five  years 


ago,  is  "the  great  fact  of  our 
time."  But  the  "sheepishness  of 
the  sheep"  in  the  church's  fold  is 
nowhere  more  in  evidence  than 
when  it  comes  to  their  failure  to 
see  its  relevance  to  the  ver.y  situ- 
ations which  fill  the  sheep  with 
vague  foreboding.  The  "wolfish- 
ness  of  the  wolves"  would  be  far 
less  of  a  menace  to  our  modern 
world  if  the  sheep  would  listen 
to  the  voice  of  their  one  shep- 
herd who  calls  them  to  a  new 
and  dynamic  "togetherness"  as 
a  kind  of  living  soul  for  the  dis- 
tracted and  divided  world. 

Lacomte  du  Noiiy  reminds  us 
in  his  tremendously  prophetic 
book,  Human  Destiny,  that  only 
a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
people — he  says  about  one  per 
cent — really  help  to  determine 
the  climate  and  dimension  of 
society.  The  growth  in  effective- 
ness and  outreach  of  the  ecumen- 
ical movement  —  the  emphasis 
upon  familyhood  in  the  Chris- 
tian    church     throughout     the 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Washington 

October  5,  1949 
Dear  John: 

Respect  for  human  dignity  is  the  central  issue  in  the  world 
struggle  today. 

America  is  dedicated  to  the  conviction  that  all  people  are 
entitled  by  the  gift  of  God  to  equal  rights  and  freedoms  even 
though  they  may  differ  in  religious  persuasion,  in  social  and 
political  views  or  in  racial  origin.  Our  greatness  is  and  will 
be  measured  by  the  degree  of  our  recognition  of  this  funda- 
mental truth. 

At  a  time  like  this  our  people,  with  others  of  like  devotion 
to  freedom  and  human  dignity,  must  demonstrate  a  greater 
measure  of  fraternity  and  unity  than  ever  before.  There  prob- 
ably has  never  been  a  time  in  history  when  true  brotherhood 
was  so  indispensable  to  the  welfare  of  our  own  nation  and  to 
the  peace  and  freedom  of  the  entire  world. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Americans  can  make  no  greater  con- 
tribution to  all  mankind  than  to  stand  united-,  without  a  state- 
imposed  uniformity,  for  the  achievement  of  that  peace  and 
freedom  for  which  all  people  everywhere  pray. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
Harry  S.  Truman 
Honorable  John  L.  Sullivan, 
General  Chairman  Brotherhood  Week, 
National  Conference  of  Christians 

and  Jews, 
New  York  16,  New  York. 


world — would  be  enormously  ac- 
celerated if  many  more  persons 
were  to  take  it  seriously  and 
make  their  own  efforts  to  inter- 
pret and  propagate  its  ideas. 

The  people  of  the  churches 
should  not  be  regarded  as  the 
servants  of  the  movement  but  as 
its  friends.  The  movement  is 
their  collective  servant!  But  to 
serve  effectively  it  needs  to  be- 
come a  part  of  their  religious 
thinking,  praying  and  acting.  It 
may  sound  like  a  bromide  to  say 
it  again:   but  there  is  profound 


truth  in  the  observation  of  the 
Frenchman  who  said:  "Nothing 
is  real  until  it  is  local." 

Christians  have  a  unique  op- 
portunity now — du  Noiiy  says 
the  greatest  in  2,000  years  of 
their  history — "to  give  the  world 
guidance  and  comfort."  They 
can  do  it  through  helping  Ameri- 
ca to  develop  a  soul  that  is  sensi- 
tive and  consciously  oriented 
towards  the  larger  world  neigh- 
borhood of  which  America  is  so 
important  a  part.  They  can  do 
it    by    persistently    identifying 


themselves  with  the  concept  of 
world  citizenship;  learning  to 
say  not  only  my  town,  my  coun- 
try, but  my  world;  not  only  my 
church,  my  denomination,  but 
my  world-wide  Christian  fellow- 
ship! Those  who  persist  in  say- 
ing "the"  world,  and  "the  world- 
wide" Christian  fellowship  are 
identifying  themselves  with  that 
sheepishness  of  the  sheep  which 
is  bound  to  bring  world  conflict 
and  world  catastrophe  if  it  is  not 
corrected  in  time  to  thwart  the 
wolfishness  of  the  wolves! 


EDITORIAL 


In  Mysterious  Ways 

Guest  Editorial  by  Ora  Huston 
Brethren  Service  Commission 

GOD  works  in  mysterious 
ways  to  get  his  followers 
to  do  his  will.  A  striking 
illustration  is  the  present  situa- 
tion in  interracial  justice.  On 
the  one  hand,  churches  and 
Christian  institutions  are  slow 
to  advocate  or  practice  inter- 
racial brotherhood;  on  the  other 
hand,  groups  that  do  not  profess 
Christian  principles  and  in  gen- 
eral work  for  selfish  ends  some- 
times surpass  the  church  in  pro- 
claiming the  cause  of  world 
brotherhood. 

The  most  vocal  promiser  of 
brotherhood  on  a  world  basis  is 
the  Soviet  Union.  Day  after  day 
in  conversation,  speeches,  books, 
magazines,  newspapers,  over  the 
radio  and  on  the  screen — official- 
ly and  unofficially — the  Soviet 
Union  speaks  the  cause  of  those 
who  are  discriminated  against 
because  of  race  or  nationality. 
To  many  colored  listeners  this 
is  a  strange  and  welcome  voice. 
Never  before  have  many  of  these 
heard  white  lips  promote  their 
welfare. 

We  discount  the  Soviet  prom- 
ises but  they  are  having  their 
effect.  Thousands  of  foreign  stu- 
dents who  had  planned  to  get 
their  education  in  America  are 


now  attending  colleges  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Some  of  them  did 
come  to  the  United  States  the 
first  year.  They  were  discrim- 
inated against  in  restaurants,  ho- 
tels and  hospitals,  on  the  trains, 
and  sometimes  in  the  schools. 
These  experiences  hurt  deeply. 
They  went  elsewhere  their  sec- 
ond year.  Reports  of  their  ex- 
periences were  carried  back  to 
their  homes  and  villages;  many 
who  had  planned  to  come  to 
America  went  elsewhere. 

Hz  very  major  discrimination 
against  black,  yellow,  red  or 
brown  person  in  America,  Eng- 
land or  South  Africa  is  reported 
around  the  world.  The  people 
in  Asia,  Africa,  South  America 
and  the  islands  of  the  sea  fre- 
quently know  more  about  our 
racial  practices  than  the  average 
American  citizen.  They  know  of 
our  inferior  segregated  schools, 
north,  east,  south  and  west. 
When  their  officials  come  to  the 
United  States  and  cannot  get  ho- 
tel accommodations,  the  story  is 
passed  from  one  to  another  un- 
til it  becomes  a  national  insult. 
When  hoodlums  whip,  lynch, 
burn  or  destroy  life  and  property 
of  colored  people,  it  becomes 
headlines  around  the  world  the 
same  day. 

When  Christian  nations  do  not 


praise  God  in  their  interracial 
relationships,  pagan  nations  cry 
out  for  justice! 

In  our  own  land  "politics"  call 
for  civil  rights  while  many 
churches  ponder  uneasily  what 
position  they  should  take.  The 
situation  is  quite  complicated 
and  we  cannot  understand  all 
of  the  implications.  Some  things 
should  be  clear  however: 

(1)  Every  Negro  boy  and  girl 
should  have  a  chance  for  a  good 
education.  They  are  not  getting 
it. 

(2)  Every  sick  or  wounded 
person  should  have  medical  and 
hospital  care.  Many  die  on  the 
outside  of  the  hospital  because 
of  their  color  or  race.  "Some 
hospitals"  will  not  admit  "some 
groups."  Not  even  when  they 
have  room  and  no  other  hospitals 
are  available. 

(3)  Every  man  is  entitled  to  a 
chance  to  work.  He  is  further 
entitled  to  decent  wages  for  the 
job  he  does.  No  person  or  group 
of  persons  has  a  right  to  deprive 
another  of  advancement,  im- 
provement, security  and  oppor- 
tunity to  care  for  his  home  and 
children.  And  yet  it  happens. 
It  happens  because  of  race,  color 
or  nationality. 

(4)  It  is  the  business  of  the 
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courts  to  administer  justice.  Our 
police  officers  are  to  protect  the 
life  and  property  of  every  per- 
son. In  some  places  there  is  a 
vast  difference  in  the  justice  and 
protection  afforded.  The  differ- 
ence can  be  seen  in  treatment  of 
those  under  arrest,  sentences 
given,  and  fines  imposed. 

(5)  In  some  areas  less  than 
one  half  of  the  citizens  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  older  are 
allowed  to  vote.  The  disfran- 
chisement is  based  on  race.  To- 
day there  is  a  new  call  for  po- 
litical freedom;  but  it  has  not 
come  from  the  church.  It  has 
come  from  political  parties  and 
individual  politicians. 

Some  significant  advances  are 
being  made.  There  is  a  new  po- 
litical etiquette  being  developed 
in  the  interracial  field.  It  is 
striking  hard  at  our  social  cus- 
toms, customs  upheld  and  sup- 
ported by  Christian  people.  This 
new  political  etiquette  is  under- 
mining the  barriers  that  separate 
God's  children. 

"The  children  of  this  world 
are  in  their  generation  wiser 
than  the  children  of  light." 

The  war  broke  many  of  our 
cherished  customs  and  tradi- 
tions. Among  the  casualties  were 
some  of  our  social  prejudices 
and  traditions.  Men  returned 
from  their  service  in  the  armed 
forces  to  ask  new  questions.  Why 
can  we  trust  the  military  de- 
fense of  our  land  but  not  the  bal- 
lot to  all  races? 

Labor  unions  are  speaking  up 
for  racial  equality  in  the  field  of 
•employment.  Health  officials  are 
working  for  a  broader  health 
program  across  all  lines.  Disease 
does  not  know  the  color  of  its 
victim's  skin. 

The  church  is  also  interested 
in  interracial  justice,  human 
rights  and  goodwill.  But  we 
have  been  slow  to  speak,  and  our 
voice  has  been  weak.  We  have 
hesitated  and  faltered  while  oth- 
er groups  have  been  proclaiming 
the  cause  of  brotherhood. 
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God  does  not  ultimately  de- 
pend upon  the  "children  of  this 
world"  to  do  his  will,  but  upon 
"the  children  of  light."  The  time 
may  come  when  it  is  internation- 
ally expedient  to  discriminate 
against  some  race.  It  may  be  the 
white  race!  In  some  places  it  is 
now  politically  wise  to  build  bar- 
riers against  brotherhood.  It 
may  become  so  in  other  places 
in  the  future.  Training  men  to 
hate  and  kill  is  a  poor  basis  for 
enduring  fellowship. 

Interracial  justice  and  good- 
will must  have  a  more  enduring 
basis  than  is  furnished  by  the 
passing  expediencies  of  time.  It 
must  be  rooted  and  grounded  in 
Christian  principles  and  support- 
ed by  the  church. 

The  best  Christian  practice 
now  and  in  the  future  is  inter- 
racial goodwill  and  brotherhood! 


What  Makes  a  House 

a  Home? 

16.  Books  and  Music 

BOOKS  are  reservoirs  which 
contain  the  beautiful 
thoughts  and  the  interest- 
ing records  of  the  past.  Music 
is  the  reservoir  into  which  man 
has  poured  the  emotions  of  his 
soul.  Paintings  contain  the  beau- 
ties which  man  saw  with  mind's 
eye  and  was  able  to  translate  into 
color  and  line  and  movement. 
Poetry  is  the  laughter  arid  the 
tears  which  have  stored  them- 
selves up  to  enrich  us  and  enliven 
us  from  across  the  years. 

It  is  too  bad  when  homes  try 
to  get  along  without  these 
friendly  aids.  Around  the  fire- 
side, families  need  to  read  to- 
gether and  to  sing  together.  Thus 
they  can  bind  up  the  frazzled 
edges  of  worry  and  care. 

Why  try  to  get  along  without 
these  things  which  add  much 
to  our  joy  and  to  the  complete- 
ness of  our  living?  What  makes 
a  house  a  home?  Books,  and  po- 
etry, and  painting,  and  music! 


The  Funniest  Thing 

THE  funniest  thing  is  people." 
This  statement  is  made  over 
and  over  by  one  of  today's 
radio  comedians.  It  seems  to  be 
true.  It  applies  to  people  from 
the  ages  of  babyhood  to  seventy 
and  equally  to  those  who  live  in 
Boston  or  in  Timbuktu. 

And  one  of  the  funniest  things 
about  people  concerns  their  ap- 
praisals of  themselves. 

When  we  lived  in  Africa,  I 
once  asked  the  leader  of  a  tribe, 
whom  we  knew  intimately, 
"What  is  the  significance  of  your 
tribal  name?" 

With  gleaming  pride  he  an- 
swered, "It  means  the  men." 

He  hastened  to  assure  me  that 
throughout  all  of  their  history 
they  had  been  so  distinctly  the 
men  that  no  other  name  could 
fittingly  be  applied  to  them. 
They  were  the  best  warriors,  the 
best  artists,  the  best  singers,  the 
best  farmers  .  .  .  ;  in  fact,  they 
were  undoubtedly  the  men. 

This  interested  me  enough  that 
I  asked  many  other  tribal  groups 
concerning  the  significance  of 
their  tribal  names.  In  many 
cases  the  answer  was  the  same, 
"It  means  the  men."  And,  of 
course,  they,  too,  quickly  ex- 
plained why  no  other  name  could 
appropriately  apply.  Were  they 
not  the  best  hunters,  the  best 
this  and  that  ad  infinitum? 

Further  anthropological  stud- 
ies concerning  Indonesia,  the  Pa- 
cific islands,  South  America  and 
elsewhere  revealed  many  other 
groups  of  people  whose  names 
to  them  unquestionably  meant 
the  men. 

All  of  this  prepares  one  for  a 
journey  from  America  to  Europe 
or  for  a  trip  through  Europe  or 
among  the  states  within  America 
or  for  a  tour  of  the  various  de- 
nominational groups.  Are  not 
many  of  us  also  the  men?  We 
are  the  whites  or  the  Jews  or  the 
Americans  or  the  Bostonians  or 
the  Brethren  or  the  something 
else. 

"The  funniest  thing  is  people." 


Now,  unbelievable  as  it  may 
eem,  none  of  us  is  really  the 
inal  achievement  in  anything. 
Jome  of  us  are  the  recipients  of 
nany  more  advantages  than  oth- 
irs  and  because  of  that  we  may 
lave  rnore  or  know  more.  But 
hat  does  not  make  us  better, 
lather  it  means  that  we  owe 
nore  to  more  people. 

What  do  we  owe? 

We  owe  gratitude  to  those 
vho,  down  through  the  centu- 
ries, have  accumulated  piece  by 
)iece  the  blessings  we  enjoy;  we 
)we  service  and  help  to  those 
n  our  world  who  are  not  in  line 
;o  receive  as  many  blessings  as 
we  have  received;  we  owe  to  the 
[uture  the  refinement  of  all  of 
these  good  things. 

Truth,  particularly  the  truth  of 
Sod,  belongs  to  everyone.  Be- 
fore God  all  men  are  the  men. 

That  is  good  to  think  about 
during  Brotherhood  Week. 

The  Lips  of  the  Righteous 

SOLOMON,  who  had  acquired 
great  wisdom,  wrote  one 
day,  "The  lips  of  the  right- 
eous feed  many." 

Solomon  knew  something 
about  hunger.  He  had  seen  parts 
of  his  kingdom  in  famine  from 
time  to  time.  He  had  read  about 
the  hungers  of  his  forefathers  in 
the  wilderness  when  they  had 
sought  out  the  Promised  Land. 

But  Solomon  knew  that  there 
is  a  hunger  which  is  deeper 
even  than  stomach  hunger.  He 
knew  that  there  is  an  empti- 
ness which  is  more  painful  than 
bodily  emptiness.  He  knew  that 
the  words  of  wisdom  and  coun- 
sel which  come  from  the  right- 
eous and  which  emanate  from 
heaven  are  life  sustaining. 

In  these  days  of  acute  physical 
hunger  around  the  world  we 
need  to  share  the  things  that  re- 
move physical  hunger  but,  just 
as  important,  all  of  those  who 
know  the  Words  of  God  are  com- 
missioned to  share  them,  so  that 
from  the  lips  of  the  righteous 
the  hungry  may  be  fed. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Our  Kids 

THE  appellation,  "the  kids,"  may 
not  be  the  best  one  for  them  but 
it  is  an  inclusive  and  convenient 
one.  Seemingly  they  apply  it  will- 
ingly to  themselves  from  early  child- 
hood when  they  say,  "It's  just  us 
kids"  up  to  later  youth  when  they 
sign  themselves,  "Your  married 
kids."   So  perhaps  we  can  use  it  too. 

"What's  wrong  with  the  kids  of 
1950?"  "How  come  today's  kids  are 
like  they  are?" 

These  questions  we  hear  often;  the 
young  people  hear  them  too. 

Before  suggesting  any  answers  we 
should  take  a  careful  look  at  "the 
kids"  of  1950.  There  are  both  nega- 
tives and  positives  in  their  behavior. 

Negative  —  In  Rockford,  111.,  two 
little  girls  successfully  worked  a 
shakedown  or  extortion  racket  on 
another  girl  for  some  months.  They 
threatened  to  pull  her  hair  and  gen- 
erally beat  her  up  if  she  did  not  pay 
them  a  specified  sum  of  money  each 
day.  The  little  girl  victim  was 
granted  a  daily  allowance  by  her 
parents.  All  of  this  the  racketeers 
got.  They  demanded  more;  the  little 
girl  got  more.  When  they  upped  the 
demand  to  sixty-five  cents  per  day 
and  the  little  girl  tearfully  de- 
manded that  much  from  the  parents 
they  became  suspicious  and  finally 
got  her  to  reveal  the  racket.  The  ex- 
tortionists were  presently  appre- 
hended after  they  had  secured  more 
than  fifty  dollars  from  the  little  girl. 
All  of  the  participants  in  this  big- 
time  racket  technique  were  in  the 
beginning  grades  of  school. 

Positive — In  Roanoke,  Va..  a  white 
man  looking  like  a  tramp  was  walk- 
ing along  one  of  the  city  streets.  A 
colored  lad  inquired,  "Shine,  Mis- 
ter?" 

The  vagabond  replied,  "Yes,  I'd 
like  a  shine.  But  what  do  you  do 
when  a  fellow  doesn't  have  any  mon- 
ey?" 

Without  hesitancy  the  colored  lad 
responded,  "Yes,  sir,  I'll  give  you  a 
shine  anyway!" 

As  the  lad  knelt  to  his  shoe  box, 
Sam  Crews,  the  supposed  tramp, 
thrust  ten  silver  dollars  into  the 
boy's  pocket.  He  informed  the  sur- 
prised boy  that  he  was  looking  for 
the  true  Christian  spirit. 

Negative  —  In  northern  Indiana 
three  boys  carried  on  a  campaign  of 


general  theft  for  a  period  of  a  year 
or  more.  When  finally  apprehended 
they  admitted  stealing  hundreds  of 
dollars  worth  of  material  from  many 
homes  and  businesses  and  storing 
their  loot  in  a  convenient  shack. 

Positive  —  During  the  Christmas 
and  Thanksgiving  holidays  thou- 
sands of  college  youth  gave  up  trips 
to  their  homes  in  order  to  attend 
Christian  youth  conventions. 

At  Ashland,  Ohio,  sixty  or  more 
Brethren  youth  assembled  for  three 
days  to  discuss  the  Christian  life  and 
its  implications  for  our  campuses, 
our  communities  and  our  world. 
Some  of  them  drove  nonstop  for  a 
thousand  or  even  two  thousand  miles 
to  make  the  trip. 

At  the  University  of  Illinois  two 
thousand  Methodist  youth  met  to 
discuss  the  Christian  use  of  power  in 
the  secular  world. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  seminary 
youth  met  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  to  dis- 
cuss the  meanings  and  applications 
of  Christianity  in  our  day. 

At  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  youth  met  for  a  similar 
purpose;  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  the 
Baptist  youth  met;  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  youth  held  their 
meeting  at  Westerville.  Ohio. 

Everywhere  they  are  searching. 
They  are  trying  to  find  the  deep- 
down,  inner  meanings  of  Christiani- 
ty and  how  to  apply  them. 

What  is  wrong  with  our  kids? 
Nothing  that  their  pops  and  moms 
and  their  society  are  not  responsible 
for.  The  kids  do  only  what  we  have 
taught  them,  whether  it  be  negative 
or  positive. 

The  judge  in  sentencing  the  Indi- 
ana boys  said,  "Some  of  the  parents 
involved  in  this  matter  are  guilty  as 
aiders  and  abettors  because  of  their 
inadequacy  as  parents.  .  .  .  They  do 
not  know  or  try  to  understand  thai 
these  boys  are  growing  up  in  a  na- 
tion greatly  different  from  the  one 
in  which  they  grew  up;  they  think 
only  of  themselves." 

Thank  God,  some  of  our  youth  are 
searching.  They  are  finding  some  an- 
swers. They  are  talking  about  really 
applying  Christianity  to  some  of  our 
problems:  race,  war,  economic  in- 
equities, social  stratification,  politics, 
business,  denominationalism.  If  they 
do,  it  will  hurt  some  of  their  pops 
and  moms.  Our  youth  are  moving. 
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PREJUDICE  IS  DAD  BUSINESS 


LINCOLN'S  LEGACY 


Eric  Johnston 


Former  President,  Chamber  of  Commerce! 
of  the  U.S.A. 


Courtesy  Institute  for  American  Democracy,  Inc. 


OF  ALL  the  social  problems 
that  face  our  country  in 
this  era  of  crisis,  that  of 
national  unity  is  the  most  chal- 
lenging. 

We  are  all  of  us,  in  our  several 
ways,  seeking  to  preserve  Amer- 
ica. But  what  all  of  us  have  in 
mind  is  not  simply  the  physical 
preservation  of  our  country.  It 
is  the  preservation  of  those  hu- 
man values  which  are  implicit  in 
the  word  America — the  freedom, 
the  opportunities,  the  equalities, 
celebrated  in  our  national  songs 
and  poetry  and  books  and  holi- 
day speeches. 

Race  hatreds  and  group  intol- 
erance simply  do  not  jibe  with 
any  of  the  formulas  of  freedom 
so  dear  to  the  American  heart. 
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To  the  extent  they  are  allowed 
to  flourish,  they  threaten  to 
change  the  American  dream  into 
a  nightmare. 

Let  us  not  underestimate  the 
threat.  Race  and  group  tensions 
are  increasing  to  an  alarming  de- 
gree. Men  and  women  who 
should  know  better  —  who  do 
know  better  —  allow  themselves 
to  mouth  the  catch  phrases  of 
anti-Semitism  and  anti-foreign- 
ism,  of  antibusiness,  or  antilabor, 
antifarm.  Most  of  them  are  not 
themselves  aware  that  they  have 
been  infected  by  the  virus  of  in- 
tolerance which  recently  had  the 
whole  world  writhing  in  the 
fever  of  war.  Wherever  thy  oc- 
cur, episodes  of  violence  are 
symptoms  of  pressures  and  emo- 
tions and  maladjustments  which 
are  nation-wide. 


First,  we  must  confront  the 
reality.  Intolerance  endangers; 
not  merely  the  small  groupsj 
against  whom  it  is  directed  but; 
the  country  as  a  whole.  The  ob-! 
streperous  hatemongers  and; 
their  stupid  or  frivolous  fellow! 
travelers  must  be  made  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  not  smart  to  rock) 
the  American  boat  in  which 
they,  too,  are  passengers. 

If  they  achieve  the  calamity) 
of  race  persecutions,  they  will 
drag  America  down  to  a  bar 
barian  level  and  we  will  pay  for 
it  in  death  and  suffering  and  na- 
tional degeneration.  Once  the 
poison  enters  a  nation's  blood- 
stream, the  entire  population  is 
doomed. 

If  the  day  ever  comes  in  this 
country  when  tolerance  gives 
way  to  internal  enmities  and  per- 
secutions and  discriminations,  itj 
will  be  the  end  of  American  civ- 
ilization. Viewed  from  the  nar- 
rowest vantage  point  of  the  na- 
tion's well-being,  quite  aside 
from  human  and  moral  consider- 
ations, the  growth  of  doctrines  of 
race  and  group  hatreds  repre- 
sents a  major  economic  threat. 
America  has  prospered  because 
it  has  provided  avenues  of  eco- 
nomic expression  to  all  men  who 
had  the  urge  and  the  capacity  to 
advance  themselves.  Wherever 
we  erect  barriers  on  the  grounds 
of  race  or  religion,  or  of  occupa- 
tional or  professional  status,  we 
hamper  the  fullest  expansion  of 
our  economic  society.  Intoler- 
ance is  poor  economy.  Preju- 
dice doesn't  pay.  Discrimination 
is  destructive. 

Freedom  of  the  individual  is 
the  most  vital  condition  for  cre- 
ative life  in  economy  as  in  every 


other  department  of  human  ex- 
istence. Such  freedom  is  impos- 
sible where  men  are  restricted 
by  reason  of  race  or  origin,  on 
the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other, 
paralyzed  by  fears  and  hatreds  of 
their  neighbors. 

There  are  some  in  our  country 
—  industrialists,  white  collar 
workers,  laboring  people  —  who 
hold  to  the  myth  that  economic 
progress  can  be  attained  on  the 
principle  of  the  unbalanced  see- 
saw. They  think  that  if  some 
groups  can  be  forever  held  down, 
the  others  will  forever  enjoy  eco- 
nomic privileges  and  prosperity 
at  the  end  which  is  up.  But  it 
does  not  work  that  way.  Such  a 
policy  merely  tends  to  drag 
down  the  whole  economic  level. 
True  economic  progress  demands 
that  the  whole  nation  move  for- 
ward at  the  same  time.  Intoler- 
ance is  a  species  of  boycott  and 
any  business  or  job  boycott  is  a 
cancer  in  the  economic  body  of 
the  nation. 

The  totalitarians  who  looked 
on  us  as  "mongrels,"  as  a  chaos 
of  clashing  cultures,  learned 
their  mistake.  We  always  must 
remember  that  America  is  a  na- 
tion made  up  of  the  people  of 
all  lands.  In  the  metallurgical 
industry,  it  is  never  the  purest 
metal  that  is  the  toughest.  In 
order  to  make  it  tough,  you  have 
to  combine  it  with  other  metals. 
We  in  America  are  an  alloy  of 
all  the  peoples  in  the  world.  Oth- 
ers have  learned  that  an  amal- 
gam of  many  ingredients  can  be 
stronger  and  more  flexible  than 
any  one  of  these  ingredients 
alone. 

Let  us  not  apologize  for  the 
amazing  variety  of  our  human 
material  here  in  America.  Let  us 
not  deny  that  there  are  differ- 
ences in  race  and  that  our  coun- 
try has  all  the  fifty-seven  vari- 
eties of  God's  humanity.  Let  us 
merely  make  clear  that  these  dif- 
ferences cannot  be  measured  on 
any  scale  of  good,  better  and 
best.  They  are  all  equally  valid 
and  all  must  contribute  to  the 
mosaic  of  American  life. 


Subtract  from  the  grand  total 
of  America  the  contributions  of 
our  racial  and  religious  and  eco- 
nomic minorities — and  what  re- 
mains? Subtract  foreign  -  born 
Andrew  Carnegie  from  our  met- 
allurgical industry  or  David 
Sarnoff  from  American  radio 
or  George  Gershwin  from  our 
native  music  or  Marian  Ander- 
son from  our  concert  stage  or 
Norwegian-born  Knute  Rockne 
from  our  football  or  Dutch-born 
Edward  William  Bok  from  pub- 
lishing or  Russian-born  Major 
de  Seversky  from  American  avi- 
ation or  Belgian-born  Leo  H. 
Backeland  from  American  chem- 
ical achievements  or  slave-born 
Dr.  George  Washington  Carver 
from  biological  developments. 
The  temptation  -is  to  list  hun- 
dreds who  have  thrown  their 
particular  genius  into  the  Amer- 
ican melting  pot. 


It  is  this  vision  of  a  society 
wonderfully  rounded  by  reason 
of  its  many  racial  contributions 
— of  an  inter-nation  within  the 
borders  of  a  vast  nation — that 
should  be  brought  home  to  every 
American  child  and  adult.  In 
pointing  out  our  achievements 
to  those  who  preach  division  and 
distrust  we  are  protecting  that 
part  of  our  history  that  still  lies 
in  the  future. 

The  danger  today  comes  be- 
cause existing  prejudices  are  be- 
ing stimulated  by  deliberate 
propaganda.  It  is  that  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  combat  with 
all  the  skills  and  energies  that 
we  have.  The  fight  against  intol- 
erance is  not  merely  our  duty  as 
decent  human  beings.  It  is  the 
indispensable  condition  of  our 
survival  as  free  individuals  and 
as  a  properous  nation. 


LET'S  DO  AWAY  WITH  THE  LOCK- 


Co«rt»iy  Institute  tor  American  Democracy,  Inc. 


FEBRUARY    11.    1950 


Of 

Human 

Rights 

and 

Freedoms 


William  G.  Mather 

Professor  of  Rural  Sociology 
Pennsylvania  State  College 


WHEN  one  considers  the 
appalling  amount  of  mon- 
ey and  human  lives  spent 
in  the  past  war  for  a  peaceful 
world,  the  confusion  and  fear  of 
the  present  day  is  a  ghastly  joke. 
It  should  begin  to  be  plain  that 
peace,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  is  not  to  be  bought  with 
that  kind  of  coin.  It  has  some 
other  price,  a  price  which  we 
who  have  thus  far  survived  may 
find  even  more  hard  to  pay. 

The  present  postwar  revolu- 
tion is  a  continuance  of  the 
world-wide  struggle  of  men  who 
feel  themselves  unfairly  treated 
to  remove  the  handicaps  and  dis- 
criminations other  men  have  put 
in  their  way.  The  churches  of 
Christ  have  a  great  stake  in  the 
matter,  for  these  rising  peoples 
are  looking  for  leadership  and 
testing  out  philosophies  and  re- 
ligions. 

Christians  must  decide  wheth- 
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er  men  are  to  treat  one  another 
as  if  each  were  a  nuisance  to  be 
suppressed  or  tolerated,  a  con- 
venient thing  to  be  used  for  one's 
own  benefit,  or  a  son  of  God 
whom  Jesus  of  Nazareth  thought 
worth  enough  to  die  for.  Many 
Christians  have  served  man  rath- 
er than  God  and  put  their  coun- 
try, their  race  or  their  economic 
class  before  their  religion,  and 
denied  to  other  groups  the  God- 
given  rights  and  freedoms  they 
have  insisted  upon  for  them- 
selves. This  has  done  Chris- 
tianity no  good  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  but  has  put  it  on  the 
defensive  against  those  who  eas- 
ily publicize  before  the  world 
the  un-Christlike  way  some 
Christians  treat  persons  of  other 
races,  creeds,  economic  classes 
and  systems  of  thought. 

The  best  defense  of  Christian- 
ity is  the  active  practice  of  it. 
Christian  performance  must  sur- 
pass Communist  promise  if  it  is 
to  survive.   That  price — the  liv- 


ing of  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
is  harder  to  pay  than  monej 
from  our  fattening  pockets  or 
blood  from  the  veins  of  our  sonsi 
It  means  that  we  have  to  change.! 
not  other  people,  but  ourselves., 
That  is  hard.  Changing  ourselves: 
involves  first  admitting  that  we 
have  been  wrong.  That  is  still 
harder.  For  some  of  us  it  bor- 
ders upon  heresy  and  treason. 

As  the  Catholic  bishops  have; 
recently  said,  "Much  of  the  con-1 
fusion  and  chaos  about  us  is  at- 
tributable more  directly  to  the; 
inaction  of  Christians  than  to  the! 
effectiveness  of  the  feverish  ef- 
forts of  the  destroyers.  .  .  .  Thei 
crisis  is  at  hand.  Today  every 
Christian  must  face  the  full 
Christian  vision  and  with  no! 
thought  of  compromise  must: 
seek  vigorously  to  live  it.  Every: 
day  he  must  ask  himself,  'What 
am  I  doing  to  build  a  more  Chris-  i 
tian  world?' " 

There  are  certain  definite  anc 
specific    applications    of    Chris- 1 


Essentials  of  Peace 

Resolution  Adopted  by  General  Assembly  of  the  U  N,  1949 


The  General  Assembly 

1.  Declares  that  the  Char- 
ter of  the  United  Nations,  the 
most  solemn  pact  of  peace  in 
history,  lays  down  basic  prin- 
ciples necessary  for  an  en- 
during peace;  that  disregard 
of  these  principles  is  primari- 
ly responsible  for  the  contin- 
uance of  international  ten- 
sion; and  that  it  is  urgently 
necessary  for  all  members  to 
act  in  accordance  with  these 
principles  in  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation on  which  the  Unit- 
ed Nations  was  founded; 

Calls  upon  every  nation 

2.  To  refrain  from  threat- 
ening or  using  force  contrary 
to  the  Charter; 

3.  To  refrain  from  any 
threats  or  acts,  direct  or  in- 
direct, aimed  at  impairing 
the  freedom,  independence, 
or  integrity  of  any  state,  or 
at  fomenting  civil  strife  and 
subverting  the  will  of  the 
people  in  any  state; 

4.  To  carry  out  in  good 
faith  its  international  agree- 
ments; 

5.  To  afford  all  United 
Nations  bodies  full  co-oper- 
ation and  free  access  in  the 
performance  of  the  tasks  as- 
signed to  them  under  the 
Charter; 

6.  To  promote,  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  preserving  the 
dignity  and  worth  of  the  hu- 
man person,  full  freedom  for 
the  peaceful  expression  of 
political  opposition,  full  op- 
portunity for  the  exercise  of 
religious  freedom,  and  full 
respect  for  all  the  other  fun- 
damental rights  expressed  in 


the  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights; 

7.  To  promote,  nationally 
and  through  international  co- 
operation efforts  to  achieve 
and  sustain  higher  standards 
of  living  for  all  peoples; 

8.  To  remove  the  barriers 
which  deny  to  peoples  the  free 
exchange  of  information  and 
ideas  essential  to  international 
understanding  and  peace; 

Calls  upon  every  Member 

9.  To  participate  fully  in 
all  the  work  of  the  United 
Nations; 

Calls  upon  the  five  perma- 
nent MEMBERS  OF  THE  SECU- 
RITY Council 

10.  To  broaden  progres- 
sively their  co-operation  and 
to  exercise  restraint  in  the 
use  of  the  veto  in  order  to 
make  the  Security  Council  a 
more  effective  instrument  for 
mairitaining  peace; 

Calls  upon  every  nation 

11.  To  settle  international 
disputes  by  peaceful  means 
and  to  co-operate  in  support- 
ing United  Nations  efforts  to 
resolve  outstanding  problems; 

12.  To  co-operate  to  attain 
the  effective  international 
regulation  of  conventional 
armaments;   and 

13.  To  agree  to  the  exer- 
cise of  national  sovereignty 
jointly  with  other  nations  to 
the  extent  necessary  to  at- 
tain international  control  of 
atomic  energy  which  would 
make  effective  the  prohibi- 
tion of  atomic  weapons  and 
assure  the  use  of  atomic  en- 
ergy for  peaceful  purposes 
only. 


tian  teaching  and  practice  that 
must  be  made  today  in  the  area 
of  human  rights  and  freedoms. 
We  have  long  neglected  to  do  so, 
assuming  that  because  there  are 
many  self-styled  Christians  in 
our  society  that  society  must 
therefore  be  Christian.  We  have 
in  addition  been  so  busy  de- 
nouncing the  loss  of  freedoms  in 
other  societies  that  we  have 
overlooked  their  decline  in  our 
own. 

Does  everyone  have  a  right  to 
freedom  of  religion? 

Does  everyone  have  a  right  to< 
freedom  of  the  press,  speech,  and 
inquiry? 

Does  every  person  have  a  right 
to  full  participation  in  the  eco- 
nomic resources  of  a  communi- 
ty? That  is,  should  a  person  be 
handicapped  in  employment  be- 
cause of  his  race,  color,  class, 
sex,  birth,  nationality  or  creed 
or  should  we  expect  him  to 
change  those  things  to  conform 
to  the  majority? 

Does  every  person  have  a  right 
to  full  participation  in  the  social 
and  public  life  of  a  community? 
If  he  has,  then  what  of  the  Ne- 
gro who  buys  or  attempt  to  buy 
a  house  in  that  part  of  town 
where  Negroes  are  not  living? 

Does  every  person  have  a  right 
to  full  participation  in  the  po- 
litical life  of  his  community? 
More  than  the  poll  tax  is  under 
discussion  at  this  point.  Some 
pretty  basic  concepts  of  justice 
are    currently   threatened. 

These  are  but  samples  of  the 
humorous,  irritating,  tragic  and 
horrifying  problems  that  face  us 
today  in  the  field  of  human 
rights.  They  will  come  up  again 
and  again  until  they  are  settled 
and  settled  in  accord  with  the 
laws  of  God  and  his  universe. 
In  the  United  Nations,  which 
the  churches  of  America  worked 
mightily  for,  the  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  has  worked  out 
a  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 
In  our  own  country  the  Presi- 
dent's    Committee     on    Human 
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Exit  Jim  Crow 


Gordon  Shull 

New  Haven,   Connecticut 


THERE  are  four  of  us,"  Rev. 
Russell  was  saying.  "Here 
are  the  tickets." 

Tim  Jones,  usher  at  the  audi- 
torium, frowned  and  bit  his  lip. 
His  mother  hadn't  told  him  there 
would  be  days  like  this!  Neither 
had  the  boss  .  .  . 

Tim  knew  that  the  auditori- 
um's policy  was  crystal  clear. 
Negros  shall  be  seated  on  the 
mezzanine  floor. 

But'  this  was  the  orchestra 
floor.  And  one  of  Rev.  Russell's 
friends  was  a  Negro. 

Tim  wanted  to  repeat  the  old 
stand-by:  "You  will  be  seated  on 
the  mezzanine  floor,  sir."  But 
somehow  Rev.  Russell's  clerical 


Of  Human  Rights 

Continued  from  page  11 

Rights  released  a  report  upon  the 
state  of  the  nation  in  that  regard 
on  Oct.  29,  1947.  The  First  As- 
sembly of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Amsterdam  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  proposals  of 
the  United  Nations  and  itself 
adopted  a  Declaration  on  Reli- 
gious Liberty.  In  addition  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America  has  itself 
made  pronouncements  on  vari- 
ous issues  of  human  rights  at 
several  times. 

We  need  now  to  make  an  in- 
clusive and  definitive  statement 
of  Christian  conviction  regard- 
ing the  freedoms,  rights  and 
responsibilities  which  all  men 
have  been  given  from  God  their 
Creator.  No  glib  answer  will 
do.  Too  many  thousands,  op- 
pressed, beaten  down,  shut  out, 
are  straining  their  ears  to  hear 
what  Christians  will  say  and  do. 
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collar,  plus  the  casual,  friendly 
confidence  of  the  foursome,  got 
in  the  way. 

There  was  no  time  to  think. 
Nervously  he  seated  the  group. 

Tim  hoped  the  other  ushers 
hadn't  noticed.  But  of  course 
they  had.  After  a  whispered 
huddle,  they  decided  that  it  was 
too  late;  they  couldn't  create  a 
scene  by  throwing  the  minister 
and  his  friends  out,  now.  "But 
we've  got  to  be  more  careful 
after  this,"  said  the  head  usher 
sternly. 

That  was  just  the  beginning. 

Next  day  the  Daily  News  car- 
ried it  a  big  step  farther.  The 
editorial  said: 

CIVIC  AUDITORIUM  ENDS 
DISCRIMINATION 

Last  night  the  civic  auditorium 
announced  that  it  had  reversed  its 
former  policy  of  excluding  Ne- 
groes from  the  orchestra  floor. 

It  was  a  dramatic  announce- 
ment! For  it  came,  not  as  a  vague 
promise,  but  as  a  concrete,  visible 
act.  .  .  . 

By  seating  a  Negro  on  the  or- 
chestra floor,  the  auditorium  man- 
agement, in  one  swift  stroke, 
wrought  a  victory  for  democracy 
which  no  public-spirited  citizen 
will  soon  forget.  Congratulations 
to  the  Civic  Auditorium  and  to  its 
manager,  Joseph  Dixon! 

Tim  scratched  his  head.  What 
would  happen  next? 

He  soon  found  out.  JNTo  one 
bothered  to  count  the  number  of 
times  the  auditorium's  telephone 
rang.  "Hello!  May  I  speak  to 
Mr.  Dixon!  .  .  .  Mr.  Dixon,  this 
is  Shafer,  superintendent  of 
schools.  I've  just  read  the  Daily 
News — and  it  was  very  good 
news!  Congratulations  on  your 
new  policy  toward  Negroes  .  .  ." 

And  so  it  went.  Businessmen, 
preachers,  teachers,  ordinary 
folk  he  had  never  heard  of  be- 


fore— they  all  thanked  him  for 
his  "new  stand  for  democracy 
and  justice." 

Dixon  threw  up  his  hands.  "I 
guess  I'll  get  letters  tomorrow!" 

He  did. 

So  did  the  editor  of  the  Daily 
News — as  anyone  who  read  the 
Letters  to  the  Editor  column 
could  plainly  see.  It  went  on  for 
several  days.  The  preachers  even 
mentioned  it  on  Sunday. 

After  all  that,  there  was  only 
one  thing  to  do.  From  here  on 
out,  Dixon  told  the  ushers,  all 
Negroes  would  learn  what  it  was 
like  to  sit  on  the  orchestra  floor. 

Lucky  coincidence?  Hardly 
that.  Someone  had  to  make  a 
beginning;  someone  had  to  "stick 
his  neck  out."  In  this  case  Rev. 
Russell  was  willing  to  be  the  one. 
He  led  in  breaking  the  tradition. 
Enlightened  public  opinion  sup- 
ported him.  The  victory  was 
won. 

Some  of  us,  who  are  just  as 
zealous  as  Rev.  Russell,  but  not 
quite  so  wise,  might  have  tried 
other  ways.  A  public  statement 
at  a  conference.  Or  a  flaming  let- 
ter to  the  editor,  lashing  out 
against  discrimination  in  thea- 
ters or  restaurants  or  jobs.  Or  a 
dramatic  campaign,  complete 
with  all  the  trimmings:  public 
speeches,  petitions,  posters,  even 
picket  lines. 

Men  of  goodwill  who  are  "wise 
as  serpents"  know  that  some- 
times an  effort  aimed  at  the 
one  weakest  spot  in  the  enemy's 
ranks,  can  accomplish  far  more 
than  a  lot  of  protest  and  noise. 

Jesus'  Presence 

In  the  sixth  chapter  of  John, 
verses  19-21,  we  read  of  Jesus  walk- 
ing on  the  sea  and  saying  to  the 
disciples  who  were  in  a  boat,  "It  is 
I,  be  not  afraid." 

He  saw  their  difficulty  in  reaching 
land  and  we  are  told  when  they 
knew  him,  "they  willingly  received 
him  into  the  ship  and  immediately 
the  ship  was  at  the  land  whither  they 
went." 

Do  you  call  on  Jesus  when  you  are 
in  trouble  or  distress? 

Try  him,  he  will  not  fail  if  you  are 
in  earnest  when  your  call  goes  up 
to  him. — Julia  Graydon. 


Children  to  Palestine 


Tamar  De  Sola  Pool 


IN  1943,  a  small  group  of  Chris- 
tians in  Boston,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
A.  Eliot,  asked  one  another  what 
they  as  Christians  could  do  to 
atone  for  the  horrors  and  cruel- 
ties Jews  were  permitted  to  suf- 
fer in  a  Christian  world.  They 
felt  the  need  of  doing  something 
other  than  denouncing  Hitler 
and  Germany.  They  wanted 
more  than  verbal  dissociation 
from  unutterable  crimes.  They 
had  to  do  something. 

"Why  don't  you,"  someone 
said,  "help  save  the  Jewish  chil- 
dren? Why  don't  you  as  Chris- 
tians help  in  the  Youth  Aliyah 
(Youth  Immigration)  to  Pales- 
tine?" Thus  Children  to  Pales- 
tine, Inc.  came  into  being. 

How  to  help  Jewish  youth, 
hounded,  haunted  and  dispos- 
sessed, to  go  upward  and  onward 
to  their  new  homeland  became, 
for  the  first  time,  the  concern  of 
an  organized  group  of  Chris- 
tians. Dr.  Eliot,  now  well  past 
eighty  years,  is  still  an  active 
participant  in  Children  to  Pales- 
tine, though  in  the  chairmanship 
he  has  been  succeeded  by  Henry 
H.  Perry,  a  Quaker  and  a  nation- 
al director  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee.  Es- 
sentially religious  in  its  outlook, 
the  committee  has  brought  to- 
gether many  men  and  women  of 
the  Christian  community. 

In  addition  to  its  direct  service, 
the  committee  aims  also  to  en- 
gender a  spirit  of  fellowship 
among  Christian  children  for 
those  of  other  faiths.  It  co- 
operates with  Hadassah,  the  of- 
ficial representative  of  Youth 
Aliyah  in  America,  some  of 
whose  representatives  are  on  the 
board  of  Children  to  Palestine. 

What    is    this    Youth    Aliyah 


movement  which  has  stirred  the 
hearts  of  sensitive  Christians, 
even  as  it  has  captured  the  de- 
votion and  services  of  countless 
Jewish  men  and  women  the 
world  over? 

Here  I  shall  attempt  in  meager 
words  to  tell  the  story  of  30,000* 
children;  of  30,000  out  of  the 
2,000,000  Jewish  children  of  pre- 
Hitler  Europe,  of  30,000  out  of 
the  170,000  who  survived  the 
holocaust. 

In  the  early  1930's,  a  Jewish 
woman  in  Germany,  Recha  Frey- 
er,  asked  Henrietta  Szold,  Amer- 


•  There  are  now  45,000  children. 


ican  pioneer  in  Palestine,  found- 
er of  Hadassah  and  recognized 
as  the  outstanding  Jewish  wom- 
an of  her  time,  to  take  the  Jew- 
ish children  en  masse  out  of 
Germany. 

We  are  told  that  often  a  move- 
ment or  an  idea  is  the  lengthened 
shadow  of  a  person.  Youth  Ali- 
yah bears  out  that  definition.  It 
is  the  lengthened  shadow  of  the 
great  American,  Henrietta  Szold, 
who  gave  to  the  movement  in 
her  lifetime  what  it  retains  to- 
day, a  purity  and  an  uplift  that 
bring  heart  and  strength  to  all 
who  seek  to  serve  childhood  any- 
where. 

The  blueprint  was  therapeutic 
from  the  start.  The  children, 
who  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
schools,  were  gathered  under 
Youth  Aliyah  into  social  units 
and  immediately  restored  to 
group  life.  All  was  done  that 
could  be  done  to  give  them  who 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

The  Gospel  Moves  Westward 
Acts  13:  2—14:  28 


A  living  church  is  missionary 

The  church  at  Antioch  first  set 
itself  to  reform  its  own  city.  It  be- 
came a  "service"  church.  It  looked 
after  the  widows,  the  juvenile  de- 
linquents, the  criminals,  the  hungry; 
it  did  many  other  things. 

But  it  was  not  content  to  look  at 
one  area  alone.  It  began  to  look  all 
around  the  world;  soon  it  sent  out 
missionaries. 

Luke  gives  us  the  record  of  one 
missionary  movement.  That  was  the 
one  that  penetrated  toward  the 
West,  finally  reached  Rome,  and 
from  there  finally  came  to  us  in  Eu- 
rope. But  from  Antioch  there  were 
other  missionary  movements  as  well. 
Some  went  deep  into  Africa;  some 
into  India;  some  even  into  China. 
It  would  be  very  excellent  if  we 
could  have  other  books  of  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  which  would  tell  of 
these  journeys. 

Christianity  costs 

As  Paul  and  Barnabas  went  first 
to  Barnabas'  own  island,  Cyprus,  and 
then  northward  into  the  continent 
of  Asia,  moving  westward  toward 
Europe,   they  found  that  the  going 


was  not  always  easy.  They  had  to 
be  away  from  their  homes  and  fam- 
ilies. They  had  to  be  away  from 
the  brethren  they  knew.  They  had 
to  withstand  gibes  and  tauntings. 
Finally  Paul  was  stoned  and  left 
for  dead.  They  had  to  flee  from  town 
to  town,  but  it  never  occurred  to 
them  to  give  up  their  Christian  faith 
or  to  turn  from  their  missionary  ef- 
forts. 

Putting  down  roots 

Finally,  when  it  was  time  for  them 
to  turn  back  toward  home,  they  went 
back  the  way  they  had  come.  Into 
every  town  from  which  they  had 
been  driven  away  they  returned. 
Here  they  gathered  together  the 
remnants  of  the  group  who  had  be- 
come followers.  They  elected  elders 
and  organized  churches  and  put 
down  roots.  Each  church  was  to  be- 
come self-sustaining  and  from  it 
were  to  go  out  propagating  mission- 
aries. Life  and  growth  and  strength 
came  to  them  quickly  for  they  were 
close  to  the  heart  of  God. 
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ALL  TOGETHER  NOW- GIVE  IT  THE  AXI 


tourte$y  Inttifutt  for  American  Democracy,  Inc. 


were  derided,  calumnied  and  de- 
spised a  sense  of  personal  worth 
and  social  significance. 

The  blueprint  was  not  a  mere 
utilitarian  pattern  for  a  dynamic 
economy.  The  child  and  concern 
for  the  child  were  the  core  of  the 
problem.  It  was  understanding 
of  the  child's  heart,  not  the  need 
for  his  labor,  which  led  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  remarkable,  in- 
tegrated work-study  program. 

The  Youth  Aliyah  leaders, 
from  Recha  Freyer  and  Henri- 
etta Szold  to  the  youngest,  have 
been  neither  psychiatrists  nor 
technicians  in  education.  But 
they  were  possessed  of  great  love 
and  deep  understanding.  Out  of 
these  was  compounded  the  heal- 
ing remedy  against  Hitler's  mor- 
tal sting. 

The  day  of  the  arrival  of  a 
group  is  marked  by  thanksgiv- 
ing, by  stoppage  of  labor  and 
beautiful  ceremonial.  It  is  a  day 
of  days.  In  what  other  country 
on  earth  is  the  immigrant  wel- 
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corned  thus  and  pressed  to  share 
the  home  though  humble,  the 
food  though  sparse,  the  bit  of 
earth  limited  though  this  be? 

Youth  Aliyah  has  done  much 
for  the  youth  it  has  rescued.  But 
it  has  done  something  too  for  the 
conscience  of  mankind.  It  has 
brought  Jew  and  Christian  to- 
gether in  common  service. 
Through  that  service  it  has  cre- 
ated a  bond  of  understanding 
which  no  amount  of  written  ma- 
terial and  no  outpouring  of 
words  could  possibly  have  done. 

In  every  community  where 
Children  to  Palestine  has 
brought  its  message,  a  deep  in- 
ner transformation  has  taken 
place  among  those  whom  the 
message  has  reached.  Because 
it  was  an  appeal  of  the  child, 
it  spoke  to  the  heart  of  children. 
It  has  come  to  the  schools  in  the 
form  of  graphic  material,  mov- 
ing pictures  and  exhibits,  essay 
writing  and  fund-raising  efforts. 
The  Christian  child  has  learned 
that  a  suffering  Jewish  child  is 
his  responsibility;  and,  by  learn- 


ing to  care  for  the  least  of  them, 
he  learns  to  rise  to  the  highest. 
The  contribution  of  Children  to 
Palestine  to  Youth  Aliyah  in 
terms  of  dollars  and  cents  may 
not  be  sizable.  But,  in  terms  of 
comfort  that  solidarity  and 
friendship  bring,  it  has  proved 
very  significant  to  the  Jewish 
children  in  Europe  and  Pales- 
tine. Its  contribution  to  the 
strengthening  of  a  faith  in  the 
future,  which  some  day  will 
overcome  hatred,  cruelty  and 
persecution,  is  immeasurably 
important  and  significant. 

Reprinted  from  Children  to  Palestine, 

Woman's  Press  Magazine 
By  permission  of  the  Woman's  Press. 

Of  One  Blood,  All 

Mrs.  Marian  L.  Kuns 

Dayton,  Ohio 

I  WONDER  why  we  cannot 
spend  our  short  time  on  this 
glorious  earth  in  harmony 
with  our  fellow  men,  regardless 
of  their  race  or  religion.  Can  we 
by  any  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion think  that  we  shall  spend 
eternity  with  our  fellow  Ameri- 
cans only  or  people  of  the  white 
race  or  even  our  brothers  of  the 
Protestant  faith?  All  of  us  know 
that  each  person  in  the  world 
was  created  by  God.  Would  he 
abolish  one  of  us  because  of  the 
color  of  our  skin,  the  shape  of 
our  nose  or  the  slant  of  our  eyes? 
Let  us  remember  this  quota- 
tion, "For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son  .  .  ."  (John  3:16). 
Does  not  the  word  world  mean 
mankind?  Is  it  not  so  that  Je- 
sus said,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself"  (Mark  12: 
31)? 

Let  us  all  search  deeply  into 
our  hearts.  Do  we  find  hatred 
for  people  of  the  Jewish  faith  or 
instantaneous  distrust  of  our  Ne- 
gro brethren  already  implanted 
there?  Let  us  pluck  out  this 
seed  of  intolerance  before  it  is 
too  late.  We  should  not  let  it 
become  embedded  so  deeply  that 
it  destroys  us,  or  our  children 
and  eventually  all  of  mankind. 


Always  let  us  bear  in  mind 
that  our  children  learn  from  us, 
through  our  actions  and  our 
speech.  Let  us  resolve  not  to 
prejudice  our  children  against 
others  by  thoughtlessly  spoken 
words.  Let  us  allow  them  to 
grow  up  full  of  their  natural 
love  for  all  men.  If  we  must 
condemn  a  neighbor,  let  it  be 
for  an  actual  crime  he  himself 
has  committed,  not  just  because 
he  was  born  a  Jew  or  a  Catho- 
lic, or  because  his  skin  is  yel- 
low or  black. 

Recently  my  small  son  and  his 
grandmother  were  standing  near 
a  Negro  boy  and  his  mother.  The 
Negro  child  came  up  to  my  son, 
grinned  and  said,  "Hi!"  My  son 
reached  out  and  took  hold  of  the 
other  child's  hand.  He  turned 
the  Negro  child's  hand  over  and 
over  in  his,  examining  it  care- 
fully and  noting  a  difference.  He 
then  looked  up  at  the  Negro  boy, 
smiled  broadly  and  said,  "Hi!" 
in  return. 

Racial  intolerance  had  not  af- 
fected either  child  yet  and,  with 
the  Lord's  help,  we  pray  it  never 
shall.  The  seed  of  racial  or  re- 
ligious intolerance  is  not  born 
into  us  or  our  children.  If  we 
have  this  seed  in  our  hearts,  let 
us  do  all  we  can,  with  the  help 
of  prayer,  to  cast  it  out  forever. 
Even  more  important,  let  us  not 
prejudice  our  children  against 
any  race  or  form  of  religion. 


Prejudice  Knows  No 
Boundaries 

Don  L.  Dise 

Oak   Park,   Illinois 

MARIA  UTABE  is  a  Japa- 
nese American.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  she 
was  forced  to  give  up  her  home 
and  her  job  on  the  West  Coast. 
She  was  "relocated"  in  Chicago. 
The  Chicago  agency  sent  her 
to  be  interviewed  for  a  position 
as  secretary  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Chicago  Housing  Authority. 
Because  of  her  excellent  quali- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Some  months  ago  my  husband 
died  suddenly.  We  had  lived  togeth- 
er happily  for  almost  a  score  of 
years.  Now  it  seems  that  my  life  is 
ended.  Why  do  these  tragedies 
come?  Can  life  have  meaning  for 
me  now  that  death  has  come  to  the 
one  I  love  more  than  life? 

A  Lonely  Woman. 
Dear  Friend, 

Death  is  one  of  the  prime  shocks 
of  life.  Since  life  moves  from  birth 
toward  maturity  it  would  seem  that 
we  ought  to  be  conditioned  for  the 
time  when  "death  makes  its  arrest" 
and  physical  life  as  we  know  it 
ceases.  But  since  we  love  life  we 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  transi- 
tion from  physical  existence  to  spir- 
itual personality.  In  other  words, 
we  are  really  never  ready  for  death 
when  it  comes.  Jesus  carefully 
trained  his  disciples  for  the  time 
when  he  would  not  be  with  them 
in  body  in  order  that  they  might 
apprehend  his  spiritual  life  and 
know  that  he  continued  to  live.    It 


is  necessary  for  us  to  prepare  for 
physical  separation  from  loved  ones. 
This  is  possible  because  we  believe 
in  God  who  made  us  for  fellowship. 
Our  faith  in  him,  his  purposes  and 
his  ability  to  sustain  spiritual  life 
perpetually  and  gloriously  is  the  pri- 
mary resource  for  comfort  (which 
merely   means   "strength"). 

You  ask  why?  So  did  Jesus  on  the 
cross.  "My  God,  why?"  So  did  a 
father.  "Why?  Where  was  God  when 
my  son  died?"  And  his  minister- 
friend  answered,  "He  was  where  he 
was  when  his  own  son  died."  A  God 
who  loves  and  cares  turns  the  edge 
of  grief's  bitterness,  adjusts  the  focus 
of  life  from  that  which  is  lost  to  that 
which  we  can  never  lose,  and  lights 
the  way  for  the  bereaved  through 
the  further  duties  of  this  life  to  the 
gateway  of  life  everlasting.  Grieve, 
yes.  Do  not  throttle  your  emotions. 
But  work,  also.  There  is  much  work 
for  you  to  do  and  your  responsibili- 
ties to  life  are  extensive.  Have  faith 
in  God  and  thus  "life  is  ever  lord 
of  death." 

Your  Counselor. 


flcations,  Maria  was  hired  imme- 
diately. "Report  to  work  Mon- 
day morning  at  nine."  Her  new 
position  was  in  the  office  of  a 
500-unit  apartment  building  on 
Chicago's  south  side. 

As  Maria  entered  her  new  of- 
fice she  met  six  other  girls  who 
worked  there,  all  Negroes.  Im- 
mediately the  other  girls  closed 
the  office  files,  covered  their 
typewriters  and  put  on  their 
coats.  "We  will  not  work  with 
a  dirty  yellow  Jap,"  was  their 
unanimous  decision. 

As  they  were  about  to  leave 
the  office  a  well-known  figure 
appeared.  He  is  a  Negro  mini- 
ster, an  attorney  and  an  alder- 
man in  the  Chicago  city  council. 
"What's  this,  a  holiday?"  he 
asked.  The  six  girls  explained 
their  reason  for  leaving  as  Maria 
stood  by,  tears  in  her  eyes  and 
a  lump  in  her  throat. 

The  very  capable  alderman,  at- 
torney and  minister  was  up  to 


the  situation.  He  took  on  at  once 
the  role  of  labor  mediator.  "I 
am  a  Republican,"  he  said,  "by 
my  own  choice.  We  are  Negroes, 
Maria  is  Japanese  by  God's 
choice.    We  are  all  his  children." 

The  six  Negro  girls  agreed. 
They  took  off  their  coats,  uncov- 
ered their  typewriters  and  start- 
ed to  work. 

Maria  dried  her  eyes  as  she 
turned  to  her  new-found  friend. 
"Oh,  thank  you,  sir.  I  do  want 
this  job  very  much.  You  see  the 
last  place  I  worked,  everyone 
else  was  Jewish  and  I  just  hate 
the  Jews." 

A  streetcar  on  47th  Street 
drowned  out  the  minister's 
prayer  to  everyone  but  to  God. 
"Help  thy  children,  O  Lord,  to 
be  more  understanding,  to  love 
one  another,  to  practice  brother- 
ly love,  for  it  is  the  only  hope 
for  us  all." 
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Associate  Secretary,  Central  Region 

Bro.  Galen  Lehman  began  his  work  as  as- 
sociate secretary  of  the  Central  Region  on 
Jan.  1.  This  work  is  in  the  promotion  of  the 
general  church  program  in  the  states  of  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  Previ- 
ous to  the  coming  of  Bro.  Lehman,  the  work 
had  been  directed  by  J.  H.  Mathis  with  part- 
time  assistance.  Bro.  Mathis  will  continue  to 
work  in  the  area  of  ministerial  placement  and 
Bro.  Lehman  will  give  special  attention  to 
peace  education,  church  finance,  camps,  training 
conferences,  the  Brethren  Service  program  and 
Christian  education. 

Bro.  Lehman  comes  out  of  a  background  of 
experience  which  gives  excellent  qualifications 
for  this  position.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Morris 
College  and  Bethany  Seminary  and  did  gradu- 
ate work  at  Northwestern  University.  He  has 
held  pastorates  at  Batavia  and  Springfield,  111.; 
Conway,  Kansas;  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  and 
Huntington,  Ind. 

The  Lehmans  will  live  at  601  N.  Wayne  St., 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 


L.  John  Weaver  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
general  committee  for  a  co-operative  evangelistic  effort 
in  Preble  County,  Ohio. 

The  Christian  people  of  Italy  are  determined  to  put  on 
an  active  campaign  to  convert  the  Communists  among 
them  to  the  Christian  way  of  life.  Already  they  are 
achieving  some  success. 

Pastor  Niemoeller's  statement  that  it  would  be  better 
to  unite  Germany  under  the  Communists  than  to  keep  it 
under  the  present  East-West  split  has  not  received  full 
agreement  on  the  part  of  other  Germans.  Niemoeller 
later  said  that  it  would  be  best  to  unify  Germany  under 
the  UN. 

I.  M.  McCune  of  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  wrote  at 
the  end  of  January:  "It  is  snowing  steadily  here.  The 
temperature  is  twenty  degrees  below  zero.  It  has  been 
cold  since  Dec.  10.  We  seldom  have  such  long-continued 
cold.  We  have  been  spared  windstorms;  so  the  roads  are 
still  pretty  good.  If  the  weather  stays  cold  another 
month,  stock  losses  may  be  heavy  as  feed  supplies  may 
not  be  adequate." 

Dr.  Frank  Laubach  left  New  York  on  Jan.  16  to  jour- 
ney again  to  Africa,  where  he  will  spend  some  time  in 
his  literacy  campaign.  Dr.  Laubach  is  challenging  the 
world  to  send  Christian  technicians  and  workers  into 
these  backward  areas,  where  they  can  support  them- 
selves through  their  professions  but  will  teach  Chris- 
tianity in  everything  they  say  and  do.  Dr.  Laubach 
spent  considerable  time  in  his  recent  trip  in  America 
visiting  among  the  Brethren.  He  spoke  very  highly  of 
the  work  they  are  doing  around  the  world. 
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The  WCTU  is  celebrating  its  diamond  jubilee  this 
year.  This  will  culminate  in  a  great  jubilee  celebration 
in  Philadelphia  on  Aug.  16-24. 

In  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  for  more  than  thirty  years  a  de- 
partment store  has  started  each  business  day  with 
prayer.  The  movement  was  started  by  William  Gould, 
founder  and  president.  He  is  Jewish.  He  and  his  suc- 
cessors believe  that  prayer  is  the  right  way  to  start  the 
day. 

Swedish  Pen  Pal  Club.  All  girls  between  the  ages  of 
thirteen  and  seventeen  who  would  like  to  write  to  a 
girl  in  Sweden  send  your  name,  address,  age,  and  special 
interests,  if  you  like,  to  the  Youth  Office,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.  They  will  be  published  in  the  weekly  news- 
paper, Allers  Familj  Journal,  in  Sweden  and  you  will 
hear  soon. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Nowak  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  prepared  a 
series  of  poems  which  were  used  by  the  Detroit  church 
in  celebrating  a  recent  anniversary.  One  of  them  was 
dedicated  to  the  ladies'  aid,  another  to  the  work  of  the 
women's  council,  another  to  the  men's  work,  another  to 
the  mothers'  club,  another  in  honor  of  the  new  members, 
etc.  On  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  these  poems  were 
read  by  different  people  representing  these  different 
organizations.  It  made  a  very  interesting  program.  The 
poems  are  on  file  here  for  anyone  who  would  care  to 
receive  suggestions  along  this  line. 


r>  Brotherhood  Find 

Goal $1,137,000 

"At  our  district  conference  it  was  de- 
cided by  a  majority  vote,  after  prayer,  to 
continue  our  advance  and  to  find  ways  of 
doing  it  even  in  the  face  of  budget  reduc- 
tions.    I   proposed   that   if    we   thirty-six 
V     adults    (not    counting    children    supports) 
4     who  were  getting  missionary  support  of 
$787  a  year  would  give  a  tenth  of  our  sal- 
Cumulative  receipts  to  January  25,  1950 — $732,876 
Remainder    to    receive    by    February    28,    1950 — 
$404,124 

aries,  that  would  provide  $2,833.  This  sug- 
i      gestion  was  taken  up  after  we  had  already 
2     given   our  offering   of   $500.    It   was   ap- 
proved in  the  closing  session  of  our  meet- 
ing, and  the  treasurer  went  home  with  the 
papers  on  which  we  all  wrote  our  pledge. 
This,  our  second  offering,  will  enable  us 
to  open  up  our  new  station  on  Nov.  8.  For 
a  number  of  us  this  is  the  second  tithe, 
i      We  do  not  send  word  of  this  to  blow  our 
4    own  trumpet.   In  deep  consecration  to  the 
very  great  opportunities  that  are  ours  we 
gave  this  sacrificial  offering." — H.  Stover 
Kulp   (excerpt  from  letter  received  from 
Africa  mission  in  January  1950). 

A  generous  measure  of  their  devotion 
among  us  in  the  homeland  would  spell 
ACHIEVEMENT. 


THEME   FOR  1950:   Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Abraham  Lincoln  said  these  things: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  help  strong  men  by  tearing  down  big 
men. 

3.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  en- 
couraging class  hatred. 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich. 

5.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more 
than  you  earn. 

6.  You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

Nurse  Velva  Jane  Dick  has  safely  returned  to  Africa 
from  her  furlough  and  will  be  stationed  at  Garkida 
during  this  tour. 

The  young  adults  of  Western  Pennsylvania  will  hear 
an  address  by  M.  R.  Zigler  on  Feb.  12  in  the  Windber 
church,  Pa.  The  young  adult  organization  of  this  area 
is  very  enterprising  and  busy.  They  are  seeking  to  raise 
money  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  church  throughout 
the  world. 

The  Gospel  Messenger  is  sent  free  for  three  months 
to  all  new  couples  whose  weddings  are  sent  in  as  an- 
nouncements to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  make  no 
charge  for  this  and  are  glad  to  render  this  service  to 
the  new  homes.  We  encourage  pastors  to  send  us  wed- 
ding announcements. 

The  men's  winter  conference  of  Southern  Ohio  will 
be  held  in  the  Oakland  church  March  5  at  2:15  p.m.  The 
annual  mission  rallies  of  Southern  Ohio  will  be  held 
in  the  Brookville  and  Covington  churches  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  5.  Speakers  will  be  William  M.  Beahm,  Wendell 
Flory,  C.  Ernest  Davis  and  M.  R.  Zigler. 

In  Douglasville,  Ga.,  the  unemployed  millworkers 
met  for  prayer  that  something  might  be  done  to  better 
their  situation.  After  the  newspapers  had  written  ac- 
counts of  this  prayer  meeting  gifts  were  sent  to  Douglas- 
ville in  order  that  the  unemployed  need  not  starve. 
They  are  continuing  to  pray  for  employment. 

Dr.  Kagawa,  noted  Japanese  Christian  leader,  is  now 
in  England,  where  he  will  conduct  a  six  months'  evange- 
listic tour  among  the  British  people.  Dr.  Kagawa  said 
he  hoped  that  his  visit  would  result  in  the  coming  of 
British  missionaries  to  Japan's  miners  and  other  laborers 
in  order  that  Christianity  might  grow  among  these 
people. 

The  Mechanicsburg  church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania 
will  hold  its  dedication  service  on  Sunday,  Feb.  26. 
There  will  also  be  services  beginning  Friday  evening, 
Feb.  24.  The  speaker  will  be  George  Klinefelter,  local 
minister  of  the  Reformed  Church  and  president  of  the 
ministerium.  On  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  25,  Hiram 
Gingrich  of  Annville,  Pa.,  will  be  the  speaker.  There 
will  be  three  services  on  Sunday,  Feb.  26.  The  sermon, 
at  10:30,  will  be  preached  by  Vernon  Grimm  of  Hanover, 
Pa.;  the  dedicatory  sermon  will  be  preached  at  2:00  p.m. 
by  George  L.  Detweiler,  pastor  of  the  Waynesboro 
church,  and  Bro.  Detweiler  will  also  bring  the  closing 
message  on  Sunday  evening  at  7:30.  All  friends,  former 
members  and  pastors  are  given  a  welcome  to  these  serv- 
ices. 


Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  took  up  the  pastoral  duties  of 
the  McPherson  church,  McPherson,  Kansas,  soon  after 
Jan.  1.  His  new  address  is  1301  E.  Euclid  St.,  McPherson. 
Bro.  Zeller  had  served  the  Elgin  church  for  more  than 
six  years  before  moving  to  McPherson. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

Bethany  entered  the  winter  quarter  with  136  in  the 
Seminary  and  51  in  the  Bible  Training  School. 

Jesse  H.  Ziegler  was  granted  a  diploma  in  counsel- 
ing and  guidance  from  the  American  Board  of  Exam- 
iners in  Professional  Psychology.  He  is  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Research  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Education. 

Chalmer  E.  Faw  presented  a  paper  to  the  Chicago 
Society  of  Biblical  Research  on  Nov.  21,  entitled  The 
Writing  of  First  Thessalonians. 

Alvin  F.  Brightbill  and  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Mow  par- 
ticipated in  a  Christian  mission  at  Aurora,  111.,  Nov 
29 — Dec.  3.  Bro.  Brightbill  served  as  a  leader  in  the 
Christian  Student  Conference  held  at  Ashland  College 
during  the  Thanksgiving  holidays. 

Dean  William  M.  Beahm  attended  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sions conference  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  Jan.  10  to  13. 

W.  W.  Slabaugh  was  the  Bible  lecturer  at  the  re- 
cent McPherson  regional  conference. 

Prof.  Wilhelm  Pauck  from  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago gave  an  interesting  but  serious  lecture  to  the 
Bethany  students  on  How  the  German  People  See 
Themselves  Today. 

Six  students  from  Bethany  attended  the  Intersemi- 
nary  Conference  during  the  Christmas  holidays  at 
Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  111. 

The  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary,  in  affiliation  with 
Bethany,  sent  out  an  octette  to  tour  the  churches  of 
Oklahoma  during  the  holidays. 

Mrs.  David  Yeatter  served  as  a  leader  in  the  recrea- 
tion workshop,  held  at  New  Windsor,  Md.,  during  De- 
cember. 

President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  participated  in  the  re- 
gional conference  at  Manchester  College  and  in  the 
Bible   institute   at  Elizabethtown   College. 

A  very  valuable  forum  was  held  on  Alcohol  Educa- 
tion, Dec.  2.  The  entire  morning  was  spent  discussing 
the  facts  about  strong  drink  and  outlining  a  program 
of  education  for  the  churches. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Akron  church,  Pa. 
Two  baptized  in  the  Tampa  church,  Fla. 
Four  added  to  the  Glendale  church,  Md. 
One  baptized  in  the  Middlebury  church,  Ind. 
Four  baptized  in  the  New  Salem  church,  Ind. 
Four  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Flint,  Mich. 
Five  baptized  in  the  Eden  church,  Canton,  Ohio. 
Four  received  by  letter  in  the  Plymouth  church,  Ind. 
Two  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Windfall  church,  Ind. 
Sixteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt.  Etna 
church,  Iowa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  12 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  jor  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Gospel  Moves  Westward.  Acts  13: 
2 — 14:28.  Memory  Selection:  When  they  arrived,  they  gathered 
the  church  together  and  declared  all  that  God  had  done  with 
them,  and  how  he  had  opened  a  door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles. 
Acts  14:27   (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  February,  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
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Wings  Over  Asia 


A  CWS  Release  by  Dick  Bell 


ON  AUG.  7,  1945,  an  American 
plane  sped  through  the  skies 
over  Japan,  bearing  a  cargo 
of  death  —  the  atomic  bomb,  which 
hurled  the  world  into  a  new  era, 
and  leveled  the  city  of  Hiroshima. 

On  Aug.  22,  1949,  another  Ameri- 
can plane  winged  its  way  over  Ja- 
pan. But  its  cargo  contained  a  prom- 
ise of  life  —  sixty  grams  of  strepto- 
mycin to  help  in  the  battle  for  the 
life  of  a  child  afflicted  with  tubercu- 
losis in  a  resurrected  Hiroshima. 

In  an  age  of  atomic  knowledge, 
Christians  had  not  forgotten  the 
more  ancient  teaching,  "Inasmuch  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me." 

This  second  mission  to  Japan 
started  when  Norman  Cousins,  edi- 
tor of  the  Saturday  Review  of  Liter- 
ature, cabled  the  American  Broad- 
casting Company  from  Japan  that 
he  had  seen  a  girl  —  little  Nobuko 
Takiuchi  —  dying  of  tuberculosis  in 
Hiroshima.  Could  a  radio  appeal  be 
made  for  streptomycin? 

Feeling  that  a  general  network 
radio  appeal  would  bring  in  more 
response  than  the  situation  called 
for,  the  American  Broadcasting 
Company  asked  Church  World  Serv- 
ice if  a  shipment  of  medicine  could 
be  made  to  the  girl.  The  interde- 
nominational relief  agency,  repre- 
senting twenty-three  major  Protes- 
tant and  Eastern  Orthodox  commun- 
ions, decided  that  such  an  urgent 
need  should  be  met,  and  machinery 
was  set  in  action  to  ship  the  needed 
streptomycin.  It  was  estimated  that 
purchase  and  shipping  would  cost 
$50.  Although  individual  appeals 
must  normally  be  met  by  Church 
World  Service  committees  in  the 
field,  the  rules  were  set  aside  in  this 
case,  and  by  8:00  p.m.,  Aug.  17, 
a  plane  bearing  the  precious  medi- 
cine left  New  York. 

Hardly  had  the  purchasing  of  the 
medicine  been  started  when  another 
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request  was  received  by  Church 
World  Service.  This  was  a  request 
from  the  Protestant  congregation  of 
the  New  York  state  hospital  for  the 
cure  of  tuberculosis  at  Raybrook, 
N.  Y.  The  request  was  that  the  en- 
closed funds  be  used  by  Church 
World  Service  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ing of  children  overseas,  especially 
children  afflicted  with  tuberculosis. 
And  enclosed  with  the  letter  was — 
$50. 

Notified  of  the  story  of  Nobuko 
Takiuchi,  the  contributors  were  de- 
lighted that  their  funds  should  be 
used  for  her.  Collected  over  many 
Sundays  in  donations  of  10c,  5c  and 
even  lc,  this  collection  meant  much 
to  them,  and  they  hoped  to  corres- 
pond with  little  Nobuko  directly  at 
some  future  time. 

And  so  the  medicine  went  on  its 
way  by  air,  forwarded  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  On  Aug.  22,  Dr.  G.  Ernest 
Bott,  CWS  director  for  Japan,  met 
the  plane  in  Tokyo  and  forwarded 
the  sixty  grams  of  streptomycin  to 
Dr.  Asano  at  the  Hiroshima  Memori- 
al hospital  and  treatment  was  begun. 

1945  to  1949  —  four  short  years! 
Four  years  during  which  Christians 
in  America,  wealthy  and  poor, 
healthy  and  sick,  have  given  of  what 
they  have  to  aid  their  brothers  over- 
seas who  have  less.  Four  years  of 
sharing  to  show  those  who  suffer 
that  America  can  mean  life  instead 
of  death. 

And  in  the  years  to  come,  Chris- 
tians will  continue  to  give  practical 
demonstration  of  the  fact  that  in  a 
confused  atomic  age,  one  clear  call 
still  sounds  above  the  tumult  and 
the  shouting — the  call  to  Christian 
service,  to  bring  to  others  the  conso- 
lation of  Him  who  comes  "with  heal- 
ing in  his  wings." 

Watch  the  Messenger  for  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  program,  a  se- 
quel to  the  One  Great  Hour  of  last 
year. 


Mrs.  Mary  Balodis.  a  Lat- 
vian who  came  with  her 
husband  from  Germany  last 
September,  teaches  English 
to  the  displaced  persons 
during  the  few  days  they 
are  at  the  New  Windsor 
service  center.  She  also 
serves  as  interpreter  and 
assists    in    many    ways. 

Seventy-nine  displaced 
persons  arrived  two  days 
before  Christmas  through 
the  Brethren  blanket  assur- 
ances with  Church  World 
Service.  Many  of  these  folks 
were  able  to  be  with  their 
sponsors  and  in  a  new  home 
for  Christmas.  The  few  who 
remained  at  the  service  cen- 
ter in  New  Windsor  enjoyed 
a  unique  Christmas  Eve 
with  the  center  folks.  Two 
days  after  Christmas  anoth- 
er ship  brought  thirty-eight 
additional  people. 

Assurances  are  coming  in 
from  every  region  in  the 
Brotherhood,  for  which  we 
are  grateful.  But  a  few 
weeks  like  these  will  re- 
quire many  more.  Can  you 
help  a  family  find  a  home? 

A  refugee  put  into  words 
the  hopes  of  homeless  peo- 
ple: "Flowers  drop  their 
seeds  into  the  earth  that 
after  darkness  and  apparent 
death  a  new  and  fuller  life 
may  be  brought  to  birth. 
And  who  knows  but  that 
our  present  troubles  and 
sacrifices  may  not  be  the 
seed  from  whence  a  better 
future  for  our  children  will 
presently  stem?" 


For  an  ideal  take-off  on  a  discus- 
sion of  the  problem  of  displaced  per- 
sons and  ways  whereby  the  local 
church  can  help  these  people  now, 
show  the  film 

REPORT  ON  REFUGEES 

This  documentary  film  produced 
by  the  British  government  in  Janu- 
ary 1.949  is  so  revealing  and  true  that 
relief  agencies  worked  for  almost 
nine  months  to  have  it  released  for 
public  showings. 

Report  on  Refugees  shows  the 
wanderings  and  living  conditions  of 
refugees  and  displaced  persons  in 
Germany.  The  sound  track  is  very 
poor,  but  narration  is  almost  unnec- 
essary to  carry  the  message  of  need 
and  want  which  this  picture  por- 
trays. 

Showing  time:  30  minutes.  Rental 
fee:  $4.00. 

Place  your  reservation  for  the  film 
through  the  Visual  Education  Serv- 
ice, 22  S.  Stale  St.,  Elgin.  111. 

Notes  .  .  . 

Last  year's  mental  hospital  and 
group  living  unit  at  the  Fellowship 
House,  Elgin,  111.,  contributed  the 
following  to  the  Thalham  refugee 
tuberculosis  hospital:  192  ampules 
of  10%  calcium  gluconate,  125  grams 
streptomycin,  195  surgical  masks,  80 
surgical  caps  and  70  yards  of  white 
material  for  uniforms.  The  money 
for  this  project  was  accumulated  by 
eating  a  sacrificial  meal  each  week 
and  using  the  money  thus  saved  for 
purchasing  material  and  medicine. 
The  surgical  caps  and  masks  were 
made  by  the  group.  In  addition  to 
this  material  aid  project,  the  unit 
turned  over  approximately  $1,300  to 
the  volunteer  service  project. 

In  the  colored  slide  lecture  which 
Byron  Royer  gives  the  German  peo- 
ple, he  attempts  to  show  them  the 
beautiful  country  in  which  they  live 
and  particularly  directs  the  follow- 
ing statement  to  the  young  people 
who  want  to  leave  Germany:  "You 
who  have  such  a  beautiful  home  like 
Germany  should  first  learn  to  know 
it  thoroughly  and  feel  the  wish  to 
stay  here  and  help  rebuild  it  into 
a  peace-loving  country  in  a  peaceful 
world  order." 

The  voluntary  relief  agencies  of 
Austria  are  devoting  an  increasing 
proportion  of  their  efforts  to  the 
problems  of  the  Volksdeutsch  refu- 
gees. They  realize  that  these  refu- 
gees remain  a  most  serious  problem 
to  Austria — an  obstacle  to  her  eco- 
nomic and  social  recovery.  The  cold 
and  hunger  of  many  of  the  refugees 
during  this  winter  will  be  as  bad, 
if  not  worse,  than  previous  winters. 


THE  TERRIBLE  MEEK 

•  An  easily  staged  play  that  moves  swiftly  and  dramatically.  Requires 
only  three  voices,  yet  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  plays.  Contains  a  trace 
of  rough  language  in  its  early  stages.  Takes  only  40  minutes  to  perform. 
Price  35  cents. 

HAVE  YOU  SEEN 

•  the  new  study  guide  for  Sunday-school  groups?  Calling  All  Peacemakers 
by  Gordon  Shull  is  packed  full  of  information  and  searching  questions  for 
young  people's  and  young  adult  groups. 

HAVE  YOU  HEARD 

•  Isaiah  and  the  United  Nations,  a  half  hour  recorded  program  originally 
put  on  over  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System  by  the  Eternal  Light  pro- 
gram? It  is  especially  valuable  for  church  or  civic  groups  studying  the 
United  Nations.  Groups  hearing  the  records  a  second  time  report  high 
value  from  such  "double  featuring."  Superb  voices  and  technique.  Since 
it  was  produced  by  a  Jewish  group,  the  musical  background  is  a  bit 
different  from  what  most  of  us  are  used  to.  Rent  these  records  from  the 
Visual  Education  Service,  Elgin,  for  $1.25. 


In  evaluating  this  summer's  work 
camp  experience  at  Steindorf,  Aus- 
tria, John  and  Ruth  Copps,  Marsh- 
field,  Wis.,  write  the  following: 
"Work  camp  taught  us  that  Euro- 
peans— Austrians,  French,  Germans 
and  others  —  have  hopes  and  ideals 
not  unlike  those  that  Americans 
hold.  The  average  American,  we 
fear,  thinks  that  Europe  is  constant- 
ly in  the  process  of  'hatching'  a  new 
war,  that  the  words  Europe  and  war 
are  somehow  synonymous.  Our 
work  camp  associations  have  made 
us  realize  that  these  and  other  con- 
ceptions are  wrong." 


A  Strange  Coincidence! 

Earl  Quimby 

THIS  is  the  story  of  young  Jacob 
Deshazer  of  Madras,  Oregon. 
.  About  seven  years  ago,  he  was 
one  of  the  bombers  of  General  Doo- 
little's  famed  force  that  bombed 
Tokyo.  Young  Deshazer  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Japanese  after  the 
bombing  of  Tokyo.  He  was  put  into 
prison  and  later  given  a  Bible  by 
a  sympathetic  Japanese  guard. 
(Kindly  note!)  Reading  this  Bible 
in  the  prison  led  to  his  conversion. 
He  wrote  home  to  his  mother  that 
he  hoped  to  get  home  shortly,  that 
he  wanted  to  return  to  college  and 
complete  his  education,  that  he 
hoped  to  prepare  for  the  ministry 
and  later  return  to  Japan  as  a  mis- 
sionary. The  high  dream  of  this  lad 
never  faded.  He  did  return  to  this 
country,  finished  his  college  and 
seminary  work  and  became  a  mis- 
sionary. 

At  the  inspiring  regional  meeting 
of  the  Foreign  Missions  Advance, 
held   in   Rochester,   N.   Y„    Oct.    26, 


1948,  young  Deshazer  was  there  as 
a  member  of  the  team  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church.  It  also  happened 
that  at  that  same  regional  meeting 
was  the  Rev.  Takuo  Matsumoto, 
head  of  the  Hiroshima  girl's  school, 
Hiroshima,  Japan.  He  had  been  in 
the  center  of  the  explosion  of  the 
first  atomic  bomb;  his  school  was 
totally  destroyed  and  hundreds  of 
faculty  and  students  were  killed,  but 
he  himself  marvelously  escaped.  We 
got  the  two  men  together,  the  one 
who  dropped  the  bombs  on  Japan 
(not  the  atomic  bomb,  of  course)  and 
the  one  belonging  to  the  Methodist 
Church  (now  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  Japan),  the  other  to  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  of  the  United 
States.  They  were  both  Christian 
preachers.  They  had  nothing  against 
each  other.  In  Christ,  they  were 
brothers.  Each  had  forgiven  the 
other  even  long  before  they  met. 
They  stood  before  us  with  clasped 
hands.  The  incident  demonstrates 
again  the  power  of  Christianity  to 
survive  beyond  the  horrors  of  war, 
even  atomic  war. 

Young  Deshazer  arrived  in  Japan 
for  his  mission  work  early  in  1949. 
He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the 
Free  Methodist  church  of  Tokyo 
with  180  persons  in  attendance.  He 
spoke  in  the  church  which  the  Free 
Methodist  people  in  this  country  had 
completed  a  few  days  earlier;  they 
had  made  it  available  for  Jacob 
Deshazer  to  begin  his  missionary 
work.  He  said  that  first  Sunday  with 
his  new  congregation,  "I  am  very 
glad  to  be  with  you  this  morning.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  a  wonderful 
time  with  you." 

— From  ZIon's  Herald 
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An  Approach  to 

Lenten   Evangelism 


Charles  E.  Zunkel 

Secretary,  Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Commission 


Part  I.    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life  of  Church  Members 


TO  DEEPEN  the  spiritual  life  of 
church  members  is  a  primary 
concern  for  every  pastor.  Every 
one  of  us  longs  to  see  that  happen. 
More  and  more  I  am  eager  to  find 
a  few  simple  handles  to  get  at 
these  things  which  need  being  done. 
I  shall  attempt  to  offer,  therefore, 
a  few  suggestions  which  are  not  new, 
but  to  me  are  very  important.  They 
are  not  listed,  necessarily,  in  the 
order  of  their  importance. 

1.  Using  the  Bible.  We  must  find 
ways  to  encourage  all  of  our  people 
to  have  a  meaningful,  regular  use 
of  the  Bible.  We  ourselves  must 
have  it  first.  Out  of  the  riches  of 
our  own  experience  will  issue  an 
influence  and  a  witness  that  will 
bear  fruit.  Beyond  this  we  must 
seek  ways  of  directing  the  attention 
of  our  people  to  the  message  of 
some  book  of  the  Bible,  from  time 
to  time.  I  have  tried  having  the 
people  read  a  Gospel,  for  instance, 
while  I  preached  from  it.  The  sug- 
gested readings  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  from  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas  may  be  used.  The  Bible 
Society  also  publishes  a  year-around 
cycle  of  reading.  Biblical  preaching 
will  stimulate  interest  in  the  riches 
of  the  Book.  So,  a  variety  of  meth- 
ods needs  to  be  employed  to  get  a 
maximum  result. 

2.  Time  io  Pray.  Prayer  life  must 
be  encouraged  and  undergirded. 
Here,  again,  the  minister's  own 
prayer  life  may  be  a  great  stimu- 
lus. Little  do  we  realize  the  uncon- 
scious influence  of  our  prayer  hab- 
its and  our  prayers. 
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Beyond  this,  we  could  well  spend 
several  sessions  either  of  prayer 
meetings  or  of  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices in  discussion  of  and  teaching  for 
effective  personal  prayer  life.  Such 
a  study  as  Bro.  Wieand's,  The  Prayer 
Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus,  is  one 
that  has  been  useful  to  me.  E.  Stan- 
ley Jones'  How  to  Pray  is  also  help- 
ful. Our  people,  as  well  as  we  min- 
isters, want  to  know  how  to  have 
rich  experience  in  the  things  we 
encourage  them  to  do.  We  often  fail 
at  asking  for  things  to  be  done  and 
not  telling  how  to  do  them. 

Prayer  meetings  of  the  church 
should  be  much  more  useful  if  we 
concentrated  our  efforts  in  getting 
all  who  come  to  pray.  So  often  only 
the  few  do  pray. 

Prayer  cells  may  be  the  answer  to 
a  prayer  meeting  that  attracts  only 
"the  faithful  few."  But  these  should 
be  given  some  attention  by  some- 
one, the  minister  or  others,  who 
can  guide  them  into  creative  experi- 
ences. 

Family  prayers  may  be  and  should 
be  encouraged.  Perhaps  here,  also, 
is  a  place  for  time  to  be  spent  with 
our  people  in  suggesting  how  to  do 
it  and  when  to  find  time  to  do  it.  A 
sharing  of  experiences  by  those  who 
do  it  will  greatly  encourage  those 
who  want  to  begin  but  do  not  be- 
cause they  have  seemingly  insur- 
mountable problems. 

3.  Stewardship  Education.  Train- 
ing in  stewardship  will  be  a  rich 
and  rewarding  method  of  aiding  in 
the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life. 
I  am  convinced  that  stewardship  is 
not  a  method  primarily  of  raising 
budgets   and  paying   bills.    It   is   a 


means  of  enriching  and  deepening 
a  person's  experience  and  fellowship 
with  God.  Time  spent  in  the  how 
and  why  of  stewardship  will  bring 
rich  fruitage.  People  feel  unsure  of 
it.  They  fear  they  can  not  trust  the 
Lord  to  see  them  through  in  their 
needs.  Often  they  do  not  understand 
how  to  do  it.  Or,  they  do  not  see 
why  they  should.  Literature  put 
into  their  hands  and  discussion  meet- 
ings where  questions  are  welcomed 
and  discussion  is  free  help  greatly 
in  this  work,  as  well.  With  profit  I 
have  used  a  series  of  leaflets  from 
Laymen's  Foundation  of  Chicago. 
These  can  be  gotten  at  cost  and 
give  a  wealth  of  material  to  under- 
gird  our  efforts. 

4.  A  Witness  for  Christ.  Witness- 
ing is  essential  to  growth.  We  need 
to  train  our  converts  to  bring  in 
their  friends  and  family  to  the 
Christ  to  whom  they  have  commit- 
ted their  lives.  We  will  grow  more 
in  numbers,  as  we  ought  to  grow, 
when  every  convert  becomes  again 
"an  informal  missionary"  as  he  was 
in  the  life  of  the  early  church.  Once 
people  learn  the  art  and  practice  it, 
their  joy  will  not  let  them  rest. 
They  will  double  and  quadruple  the 
efforts  of  their  good  pastor  in  win- 
ning souls. 

There  ought  to  be  experimenta- 
tion in  a  wholesome  use  of  testi- 
monial. I  think  there  is  place  for 
it.  We  have  seen  its  perversion  and 
so  have  shied  from  using  it  at  all. 
But  life  will  be  strengthened  if  we 
can  use  it  to  the  enrichment  of  all. 

5.  A  Better  Teaching  Job.  Finally, 
ours  is  the  task  of  better  teaching  in 
all  areas  of  the  Christian  life.  To 
deepen  spiritual  life  we  must  teach 
our  people  in  all  the  complex  issues 
and  relationships  of  life,  how  to  live 
as  Christians.  Our  Sunday  schools 
ought  to  be  geared  to  do  this  task 
and  do  it  well.  Studies  in  prepara- 
tion for  courtship  and  marriage,  in 
the  formation  and  development  of 
homes,  in  the  Christian  family,  and 
child  nurture — all  of  these  should 
be  definite  assets  in  deepening  the 
spiritual  life  of  our  members. 

Always  we  must  ask  ourselves  how 
our  efforts  can  be  made  more  ef- 
fective in  teaching  our  people  to 
live  as  Christians.  In  doing  this  we 
will  deepen  their  spiritual  lives. 


Part  II.    Widening  the  Fellowship 


FELLOWSHIP  is  one  of  the  key 
words  in  the  life  and  work  of 
the  church,  local  and  beyond. 
In  fact,  the  church  should  be  essen- 
tially and  primarily  a  fellowship. 
Its  redemptive  task  becomes  effec- 
tive within  a  redemptive  fellowship. 
Consider  the  churches  established  by 
the  Apostle  Paul,  for  instance.  Con- 
verts came  out  of  the  degrading  life 
of  heathenism.  Their  whole  lives 
needed  transformation.  Thus  it  was 
that  complete  newness  of  life  was 
wrought,  it  seems  to  me,  out  of  the 
transforming,  redeeming  fellowship 
of  sympathetic,  understanding  breth- 
ren and  sisters  by  the  grace  and 
mercy  of  God.  God  wrought  the  re- 
deeming work  of  Christ  through  the 
lives  and  ministry  of  those  of  the 
Christian  fellowship  and  had  it  not 
been  for  this  channel  how  much  the 
redeeming  work  might  have  been 
limited ! 

Likewise,  the  nurture  of  Chris- 
tians and  their  opportunities  for 
service  are  made  possible  in  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  church.  Christian 
teaching  and  Christian  development 
take  place  best  in  a  fellowship,  for 
there  should  be  understanding,  pa- 
tience and  helpfulness  to  meet  every 
need. 

Redemption,  nurture  and  service 
are  primary  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
They  are  also  primary  needs  for 
every  person.  It  is  my  conviction 
that  these  take  place  best  in  the 
fellowship  of  a  Christian  church. 

If  these  things  are  true,  then  we 
can  readily  see  the  need  for  widen- 
ing the  fellowship  of  t  he  church. 
Evangelism  does  not  take  place  ex- 
cept as  the  good  news  of  Christ  is 
brought  to  those  who  need  it.   Mass 


evangelism  or  preaching  evangelism 
is  not  effective  unless  those  who 
need  the  good  news  are  present  to 
hear  it.  The  early  Christians  went 
everywhere  telling  what  God 
through  Christ  had  done  for  them 
and  inviting  their  fellows  into  this 
redeeming  fellowship.  Too  much 
we  Christians  of  today  act  as  though 
we  were  members  of  a  closed  cor- 
poration. If  we  do  not  tell  others 
what  joys  and  what  marvelous  re- 
demption are  ours,  how  shall  they 
learn  of  it?  Too  many  churches,  I 
suspect,  loathe  the  thought  of  seek- 
ing redemption  of  a  drunkard,  an 
immoral  person,  or  even  a  sinner  of 
less  social  status  than  ours.  My  breth- 
ren, this  ought  to  be  our  burning 
passion.  To  bring  such  a  one  to  new- 
ness of  life  in  Christ  ought  to  be 
our  supreme  joy.  But  we  are  too 
complacent,  too  respectable  or  too 
unconcerned.  Jesus  said  "I  came  not 
to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners." 

Push  this  matter  of  widening  the 
fellowship  a  bit  further.  When 
strangers  come  to  our  churches,  too 
often  we  stand  about  with  our 
friends  before  services  and  after  dis- 
missal, not  trying  to  acquaint  our 
guests  with  our  friends  and  certain- 
ly not  trying  hard  to  make  them  a 
part  of  our  warm  fellowship.  We 
have  had  much  strength  in  this 
friendly  visiting  at  the  church.  We 
can  and  must  use  it  to  warm  and 
win  the  hearts  of  the  strangers  or 
guests. 

One  can  push  this  idea  still  fur- 
ther and  see  what  possibilities  of 
widened  fellowship  there  are  when 
we  think  of  opening  our  hearts  to 
all  classes  and  all  races.  The  church 
must    be    all-inclusive,    above    and 
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beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  man. 
For  that  reason  it  is  not  limited  to 
any  particular  nation,  class  or  group. 
Brethren  have  had  a  rich  heritage  in 
not  being  class-bound  or  discrimina- 
tory toward  any  group.  Jesus'  invi- 
tation was,  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye 
.  .  .  ."  Ours  can  be  no  less.  Let  us 
make  it  so  by  conscious  effort  and 
practice! 

A  few  concrete  suggestions  may 
be  in  place:  (1)  Let  us  take  the 
time  and  make  the  effort  to  bring 
at  least  one  neighbor  into  our  church 
services.  I  mean  one  who  does  not 
already  have  a  church  relationship. 
When  you  have  one  in,  you  will 
joyously  seek  another  and  another. 
Invite  the  mother  to  women's  work 
and  take  her  as  your  guest.  Invite 
the  father  to  some  men's  fellowship 
meeting.  Invite  the  various  mem- 
bers to  the  Sunday-school  class,  the 
youth  group  or  some  other  open  fel- 
lowship group  of  the  church.  Pre- 
pare the  group  ahead  of  time,  if 
need  be,  to  receive  them  warmly. 
Let  your  Mary  tell  her  teacher  that 
next  Sunday  she  is  bringing  Susan 
to  the  class;  the  teacher  can  have  the 
class  prepared  to  receive  her  warm- 
ly. It  may  take  a  good  many  efforts 
to  win  your  neighbor  family  for 
Christ  and  your  church  fellowship. 
If  so,  make  as  many  attempts  as 
necessary. 

(2)  Let  every  church,  in  its  cab- 
inet meeting,  Sundy-school  workers' 
conference,  and  other  groups  discuss 
ways  of  making  the  fellowship  warm 
and  attractive.  A  few  appointed 
"greeters,"  such  as  service  clubs 
have,  may  help,  if  they  are  gracious, 
tactful  and  truly  friendly.  But  these 
are  only  additional  workers  in  this 
task.  Let  each  Christian  study  how 
to  overcome  his  timidity  and  be 
friendly  to  strangers.  Remember,  the 
first  concern  is  to  make  your  guest 
feel  at  ease.  When  you  have  done 
that  you,  too,  will  be  so.  He  is  more 
strange  than  you  are,  for  you  are 
among  your  friends. 

(3)  Cultivate  the  Master's  concern 
for  those  less  fortunate  than  you. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  condescending 
to  be  decent  to  them.  It  is  a  matter 
of  your  heart  going  out  to  them  in 
their  need,  whatever  it  is.  It  is  so 
easy  for  us  to  become  modern  day 
Pharisees  with  the  attitude,  "Lord, 
I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  .  .  .  this 
publican."  We,  too,  may  have  our 
publicans!  Read  and  reread  the 
gospels,  catching  anew  his  concern. 

(4)  Cultivate  the  inclusive  spirit. 
Let  our  circles  be  drawn  to  take  in 
more  and  more  who  are  in  need  of  a 
loving  fellowship. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Diet  is  very  impor- 
tant in  leprosy  treat- 
ment. Didu,  a  teach- 
er, is  telling  some  of 
his  students  about 
the  vitamin  content 
of  guavas.  This  fruit 
is  becoming  very 
popular  among  them 


Hope  for  the  Hopeless  — 


Can  Leprosy  Be  Cured? 


CHALMOOGRA  OIL  has  been 
used  in  the  treatment  of  lep- 
rosy for  many  centuries.  How- 
ever, Dr.  Ernest  Muir,  who  is  prob- 
ably the  greatest  known  leprologist, 
states  that  chalmoogra  oil  is  about 
ten  per  cent  of  the  treatment.  In 
treating  leprosy  one  must  make  an 
effort  to  clear  up  common  ailments 
such  as  ulcers,  intestinal  parasites 
and  fever.  He  must  also  furnish  a 
good  balanced  diet,  physical  exer- 
cise and  mental  contentment. 

It  has  been  found  that  sulfa  drugs 
are  not  effective  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease.  About  ten  years  ago  a 
related  group  of  drugs,  the  sulphones 
were  tried  and  found  effective. 
Promin,  diasone  and  sulphetrone  are 
the  three  sulphones  that  have  been 
used  successfully.  In  1948  the  Amer- 
ican Mission  to  Lepers  furnished 
$1,600  worth  of  diasone  tablets  daily 
for  a  year.  Swollen  hands  and  feet 
became  normal,  aching  joints  and 
fevers  cleared  up,  and  appetites  and 
ability  to  rest  at  night  improved.  In 
1948  but  one  in  twenty  of  the  most 
advanced  cases  were  chosen  for  this 
treatment.    At  the  end  of  the  year 


22 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


their  improvement  was  spectacular. 
So  for  1949  the  American  Mission 
to  Lepers  sent  us  100,000  tablets  or 
$2,650  worth  of  diasone.  Since  this 
treatment  had  become  so  popular  it 
was  necessary  to  make  a  very  care- 
ful study  of  the  1,500  cases  in  order 
to  choose  those  most  needing  the 
drug.  Everybody  wanted  diasone. 
When  the  examinations  were  com- 
pleted there  were  140  very  sick  pa- 
tients who  badly  needed  the  treat- 
ment but  only  100  could  be  treated 
with  the  diasone  available.  Then 
followed  one  of  the  most  difficult 
experiences  that  I  have  had  while 
working  in  the  colony,  that  of  choos- 
ing those  who  could  receive  this  al- 
most miraculous  relief  from  suffer- 
ing and  misery.  A  long  line  was 
formed  and  the  children  were  asked 
to  step  out  first  to  form  the  treat- 
ment line.  Then  one  by  one  the 
adults  were  chosen  until  100  had 
been  selected.  There  followed  pa- 
thetic stories  and  begging  for  relief. 
Tears  of  hopelessness  were  shed  by 
grown  men  and  women.  One  man 
said,  "Yesterday  when  I  was  chosen 
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I  was  so  happy  and  now  today  my 
heart  is  heavy  again."  After  re- 
fusing the  forty  I  returned  home 
feeling  unable  to  do  any  more  con- 
structive work  that  day. 

Of  course,  as  long  as  these  drugs 
are  so  expensive  no  great  number 
of  those  with  leprosy  can  be  treated. 
Just  recently  sulphetrone  has  been 
released  as  successful  in  treating  the 
disease  and  it  can  be  secured  at  $8.00 
per  year  per  leper.  This  is  not  pro- 
hibitive in  cost  and  may  become 
widely  used. 

The  colony  hospital  employs  sev- 
enty-four medical  workers  who  have 
been  chosen  from  the  colony  school. 
Many  of  them  are  now  free  from 
leprosy  but  have  remained  after 
their  treatment  was  completed  to 
help  those  still  needing  treatment. 
Five  of  these  work  daily  at  the  mi- 
croscope examining  specimens  for 
diagnosis.  The  others  work  in  the 
nursery,  inject  cases,  take  tempera- 
tures and  care  for  the  seriously  ill. 

More  than  300  children  and  100 
adults  attend  the  elementary  school 
and  village  classes.  The  church  at- 
tendance is  regularly  above  600. 
These  activities  add  to  their  hap- 
piness and  contentment. 

Diet  is  a  very  essential  part  of 
the  treatment.  We  have  improved 
their  diet  during  the  past  year  by 
feeding  the  children.  Each  morning 
100  gallons  of  mush  is  prepared. 
This  hot  mush  consists  of  one  part 
soya-bean  meal,  one  part  peanut 
meal  and  two  parts  guinea  corn 
meal.  One  of  the  scenes  I  wish  you 
might  see  is  the  300  children  with 
their  gourd  dishes  lining  up  and  re- 
ceiving their  hot  mush.  The  only 
limit  in  quantity  is  the  capacity  of 
their  stomachs.  The  ward  cases  also 
receive  this  meal.  Each  week  two 
or  three  cattle  are  butchered  from 
the  colony  herd  of  more  than  150 
cattle.  An  electric  driven  hammer 
mill  grinds  the  corn  for  those  cases 
with  hands  too  mutilated  to  do 
grinding.  The  patients  in  the  colony 
use  more  than  200  tons  of  corn  year- 
ly. About  one  third  of  this  is  raised 
in  the  colony  by  the  patients.  They 
also  grew  eleven  tons  of  peanuts  last 
year.  This  year's  crop  will  be  still 
larger. 

There  will  be  more  than  1,700 
people  with  leprosy  treated  in  the 
Garkida  leper  colony  this  year.  Up 
to  October  there  had  been  376  new 


cases  admitted.  Each  year  when  the 
leprosy  board  of  the  province  meets 
I  am  criticized  for  spending  more 
than  was  budgeted.  Our  financial 
statement  shows  that  during  the  past 
year  we  spent  nearly  $1,000  more 
than  we  had  been  allotted.  When 
questioned  about  this  I  answered 
that  this  would  happen  annually  un- 
less we  discontinued  admitting  cases. 
The  district  officer  agreed  that  "none 


should  ask  in  vain."  When  it  is  pos- 
sible to,  "raise  them  from  the  depths 
of  misery  to  the  heights  of  Christ's 
love,"  it  is  hard  to  turn  them  away. 
Since  only  the  ill  can  remain  in 
the  colony,  those  who  enter  are 
separated  from  their  children  and 
husband  or  wife.  This  situation  of- 
ten ends  in  divorce  and  unhappiness. 
This  past  year  the  government  set 
aside    2,560    acres    about   five   miles 


from  the  colony  where  cases  of 
leprosy  that  are  not  infectious  can 
come  with  their  families  and  receive 
treatment.  These  early  cases  are 
usually  strong  enough  to  farm  and 
support  their  families.  So  at  this 
place  they  can  establish  permanent 
homes  in  a  Christian  environment. 
The  medical,  educational  and  evan- 
gelistic work  is  supervised  by  the 
staff  from  the  colony.   The  project  is 
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BRIEFS  FROM  THE 
HOME  FRONT 


Andrew  and  Louise  Holderreed 


Rural  Pastor  of  the  Year  Citation. 

Rural  Life  is  a  vital  part  of  the 
ongoing  program  of  Ministry  and 
Home  Missions.  We  are  happy  to 
congratulate  Bro.  Murray  Wagner  on 
the  honor  given  him  recently  in  be- 
ing cited  as  the  "Rural  Pastor  of 
the  Year"  in  the  state  of  Virginia. 
The  Progressive  Farmer  carries  an 
account  of  this  honor  designated  to 
one  of  our  Brethren  ministers.  He 
is  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church  near  Weyers  Cave  in  Second 
Virginia  district.  Certainly  this  ci-  ■ 
tation  is  a  fine  designation  to  come 
to  one  of  our  rural  men. 

Foreign  Missionaries  Serve  at  Home. 

At  least  three  missionaries  to  for- 
eign lands  who  can  not  yet  go  to 
their  respective  fields  of  appoint- 
ment are  serving  in  home  mission 
charges.  Leonard  Vaughn  and  his 
wife,  under  appointment  to  China, 
in  September  took  pastoral  leader- 
ship of  the  Irricana  churches  in  the 
province  of  Alberta,  Canada. 

Charles  M.  Bieber  and  his  wife, 
under  appointment  to  Africa,  on  Oc- 
tober 1  assumed  pastoral  care  of  the 
Lincoln  church  in  the  capital  city 
of  Nebraska. 

Andrew  H.  Holderreed  and  his 
wife,  China  missionaries  returned  to 
the  States  because  of  conditions  in 
China,  in  September  took  pastoral 
responsibilities  for  the  work  at  Sun- 
nyside,  Washington. 


Nicholas     Garden     Church     Serves 
Community. 

The  Nicholas  Garden  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Springfield,  Oregon,  is 
a  community  church  that  is  literally 
serving  the  community.  During  the 
summer  through  the  co-operation  of 
the  Willamalane  Park  district  the 
church  was  able  to  sponsor  a  play- 
and-handcraft  program,  which  was 
in  operation  from  9:00  to  4:00  p.m. 
each  day  Monday  through  Friday. 
This  program  was  a  huge  success 
with  as  many  as  a  hundred  children 
participating  in  a  single  day.  In  ad- 
dition, during  part  of  the  summer 
a  class  in  textile  painting  was  con- 
ducted one  afternoon  a  week  for  the 
women  of  the  church  and  communi- 
ty. Plans  are  to  keep  this  program 
going  throughout  the  school  year. 
However,  meetings  are  three  after- 
noons each  week,  3:30  to  5:00  p.m. 

Pastor  Lee  Nelson  continues, 
"There  has  been  much  speculation 
on  the  part  of  some  people  as  to  how 
well  these  community  people  would 
accept  our  district  church  activities. 
We  were  happy  to  learn  that  the 
Nicholas  Garden  church  had  the 
largest  representation  at  our  summer 
camp  of  any  church  in  the  district. 
A  total  of  35  attended  camp  either 
part  of  the  time  or  all  of  the  time." 

Pastor  Nelson  tells  of  their  fellow- 
ship period:  "One  of  the  men  of  the 
community,   now   a   member  and   a 


trustee  of  the  church,  suggested  the 
idea  of  having  a  fellowship  period  at 
the  close  of  each  of  our  Sunday 
morning  services  during  which  time 
coffee  and  doughnuts  would  be 
served  to  those  who  stayed  to  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  one  an- 
other. There  were  some  misgivings 
in  the  minds  of  some  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  program.  However, 
after  five  months  it  is  proving  to  be 
one  of  the  very  helpful  and  whole- 
some aspects  of  the  church  program. 
Outsiders  have  remarked  about  the 
friendly  spirit  of  the  group  and  how 
they  appreciated  being  able  to  know 
the  folks  with  whom  they  wor- 
shiped." 

Your  Home  Mission  dollar  through 
the  Brotherhood  Fund  helps  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  extend  its 
mission  in  America.  Dare  we  fail? 


Lee  and  Madeline  Nelson 
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very  popular  and  soon  many  families 
will  establish  residence  there.  Only 
small  children  who  cannot  be  cared 
for  by  relatives  are  allowed  in  the 
homes. 

So  now  we  have  5,000  acres  where 


we  can  care  for  2,000  lepers  and  per- 
haps more  if  they  ask  for  admis- 
sion. If  you  think  you  would  like 
to  help  in  this  work  remember  we 
need  more  missionaries  and  funds 
to  carry  it  on  as  it  continues  to  grow. 


The  Little  Church  Grows 


"And  I  also  say  unto  thee  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this 
rock  I  will  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 


J.   Calvin   Bright 

Chengtu,  West  China 


in  a  meeting  for  three  hours.  Some 
of  them  hold  a  baby  or  two  with  a 
child  standing  by  the  mother's  side. 
Ofter  the  mother  has  a  small  baby 
strapped  to  her  back  and  holds  an- 
other in  her  arms,  standing  through 
the  whole  evening  service.  Our 
equipment  is  so  meager  that  there 
are  not  enough  benches  to  accommo- 
date all  who  come.  Many  a  person 
at  home  in  the  United  States  would 
not  stand  very  long  if  the  service 
lasted  much  over  an  hour.  Here  our 
problem  has  been  to  close  the  meet- 
ing. These  people  are  hungry  for 
the  Bread  and  Water  of  Life.  Many 
questions  are  being  asked  us  about 
this  Way  which  we  preach  and 
teach. 

Pray  for  the  church  in  China  as 
it  is  being  battered  and  tossed  by  the 
waves  of  sorrow  and  tragedy  that 
it  may  truly  be  the  rock  and  power 
in  this  hour  of  suffering!  China  is 
in  a  time  of  confusion.  If  ever  she 
needed  a  message  of  hope,  it  is  now. 


IN  THESE  times  of  travail  full  of 
rumors,  tragedy,  sorrow  and  hard- 
ship, there  is  still  the  brighter 
side  to  be  seen.  If  we  look  on 
the  political  scene  we  see  only  de- 
cay and  disintegration.  The  war 
lords  are  ready  to  fight  among  them- 
selves and  are  very  corrupt.  While 
out  on  the  horizon  we  see  another 
power  ready  to  come  in  and  take 
over.  If  we  look  at  the  economic 
situation  we  see  chaos  and  despair, 
for  the  life  savings  of  many  have 
been  swept  away  by  extreme  infla- 
tion. Hopelessness  and  sorrow  are 
written  on  the  faces  of  the  teeming 
refugees  who  come  trudging  into  the 
"promised  land"  of  our  province, 
which  is  now  so  crowded  that  these 
sufferers  feel  a  hostility  from  their 
brothers.  What  of  all  this  tragedy? 
Where  is  hope  to  be  found  when  the 
world  is  so  cruel,  and  the  future 
seems  so  hopeless? 

The  hope  of  the  world  is  in  the 
Christian  faith  in  people.  Not  just 
any  people,  but  the  people  who  are 
God-conscious,  and  who  seek  to 
build  his  kingdom.  This  is  the  rock 
and  foundation  which  gives  stability 
in  the  time  of  travail,  strength  to 
endure  tribulation,  and  a  powerful 
witness  at  all  times  which  evil 
forces   cannot  break. 

We  have  again  witnessed  the  great 
miracle  of  God  working  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  working  profound 
changes.  In  the  Chang  Shun  Kai 
chapel  in  this  great  city,  which  was 
opened  only  last  October,  we  now 
have  thirty  sincere  inquirers.  Each 
evening  they  come  early  to  the  serv- 
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ice,  and  each  one  takes  a  definite 
responsibility.  Some  sing  the  Chris- 
tian hymns  at  the  church  gate  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  passing 
crowds  that  a  Christian  worship 
service  is  about  to  begin.  Others 
usher  in  the  guests  and  get  the 
names  and  addresses  of  as  many  as 
it  is  possible.  Others  pass  out  tracts 
on  the  general  program  of  the  eve- 
ning evangelistic  service.  Others  are 
in  the  prayer  room  praying  earnestly 
for  the  evening's  meeting  that  God 
would  grant  power  and  wisdom  to 
the  one  delivering  the  evening  mes- 
sage, and  to  open  the  hearts  of  the 
hearers  that  the  message  might  fall 
in  "good  soil,"  and  also  that  those 
giving  a  testimony  of  what  Christ 
means  to  them  might  speak  in  terms 
of  life  and  truth.  These  messages 
give  a  testimony  of  the  sinner  saved 
by  grace,  and  the  peace  of  God 
which  passes  understanding.  "Praise 
God!  Praise  God!"  is  the  joyful  re- 
sponse of  those  who  have  the  Christ. 
Some  have  come  to  be  learners 
through  their  children  who  were  in 
the  vacation  Bible  school  the  past 
summer.  These  children  learned 
Christian  songs,  Bible  stories  and  Bi- 
ble verses,  and  they  carried  them 
back  home  to  their  parents.  And 
now  these  parents  are  telling  how 
peace  is  entering  their  homes  in  a 
new  and  different  way.  "I  have 
found  the  first  peace  of  my  life 
here,"  said  one. 

This  little  band  of  believers  has 
morning  watch  at  6:30  each  morn- 
ing to  be  "undergirded"  with  spir- 
itual strength  for  the  day.  They 
have  a  patience  that  is  amazing.  It 
is  nothing  for  them  to  stand  packed 


Casting   the   Nets 


Chaganlal  V.  Raval 

Bamanvel,  India 


Near  our  village  is  a  river 
which  was  seen  by  Brethren 
R.  D.  Bowman  and  L.  S.  Bru- 
baker.  Our  village  Christians 
catch  fish  in  this  river.  Their 
nets  are  so  large  that  it  takes 
twelve  to  fifteen  men  to  manage 
one.  Before  these  men  throw  in 
their  nets  they  hold  a  prayer 
service.  They  have  made  the 
promise  that  the  income  from 
the  first  fishes  caught  is  to  be 
used  for  the  Lord's  service.  One 
year  they  gave  over  fifty-one 
rupees  ($17)  in  this  way.  One 
time,  even  though  they  had 
prayed  they  caught  not  even  one 
fish.  They  became  very  thought- 
ful over  that  fact.  Then  one  man 
said,  "There  are  two  among  us 
who  worship  the  idols;  now  can 
they  be  joined  with  us  in 
prayer?"  Upon  this  the  Chris- 
tians earnestly  requested  the  two 
men  to  leave  off  idol  worship. 
The  two  men  were  impressed  by 
the  appeal,  and  now  the  entire 
group  is  Christian. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Christ  Speaks  to  Both  Labor  and 
Management 

I  have  before  me  an  article  writ- 
ten for  the  Carpenter's  Union  maga- 
zine under  the  heading,  "Christ,  the 
Carpenter,"  in  which  the  writer  en- 
deavors to  show  of  Christ  (1)  that  he 
was  labor  organizer,  (2)  that  he 
taught  the  principle  of  unity,  (3) 
that  he  was  a  trade  unionist  in  that 
his  desire  was  to  benefit  mankind 
without  compensation,  (4)  that  he 
taught  equality,  and  (5)  that  every 
trade  union  temple  becomes  a  temple 
of  Christ.  I  am  happy  to  note  that 
he  recognizes  one  of  Christ's  strong- 
est teachings,  unity.  Were  this 
teaching  followed  at  all  times,  it 
would  mean  the  solving  of  the  ma- 
jority of  our  problems  whether  they 
be  economic,  social  or  moral.  Christ 
tells  us  plainly  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  that  the  labor  of  sincere  love 
would  be  the  solution  of  our  prob- 
lems of  life. 

Just  as  surely  as  men  unite  for  the 
good,  not  of  any  particular  union  or 
organization,  but  of  mankind  as  a 
whole  and  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  or  applying  the  golden  rule 
whether  it  be  toward  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
the  C.  I.  O.,  the  U.  M.  W.,  or  any 
other  organization,  creed  or  color, 
the  results  which,  I  think  most  of 
us  would  like  to  see,  would  be  forth- 
coming. 

I  think  we  all  appreciate  the  sacri- 
fice which  has  been  made  in  the 
past  by  any  and  all  who  have 
labored  for  the  economic  and  social 
uplift  of  humankind,  and,  while  I 
feel  that  much  has  been  accom- 
plished, I  also  believe  that  had  we 
followed  more  carefully  the  wise 
council  and  advice  which  Christ 
gave  us  and  followed  up  with  an 
example  of  love,  forbearance  and 
tolerance,  we  would  be  much  farther 
on  the  road  to  success  from  the 
angle  of  both  the  laborer  and  the 
employer. 

I  wish  that  I  could  feel  as  the 
writer  of  the  article  referred  to 
above  that  every  labor  temple  could 
become  the  temple  of  Christ.  But  if 
that  were  to  happen  could  there 
any  longer  be  strikes,  bloodshed, 
violence  and  the  taking  of  human 
lives  in  labor-management  disputes. 

If  each  of  us  would  take  Christ  as 
our  leader  there  would  exist  the 
finest  harmony  between  labor  and 
management,  for  then  we  would 
each  work  for  the  interests  of  all. 

Were  Christ  here  today,  he  would 
battle  against  tyranny,  exploitation 


and  injustice,  but  always  with  the 
law  of  love.  He  would  be  just  as 
fair  and  impartial  to  management  as 
labor  and  just  as  fair  to  labor  as 
management.  He  would  not  sanction 
the  breaking  of  the  golden  rule  by 
either  party. 

Christ  would  have  us  look  at  both 
sides  with  unbiased  and  unpreju- 
diced minds. 

He  has  given  us  a  rule  which,  if 
followed,  will  enable  us  to  overcome 
all  differences.  Its  success  will  so 
far  exceed  guns,  stories,  abusive 
language  and  action  that  we  will  be 
amazed  at  the  gratifying  results  to 
be  obtained.— J.  C.  Groff,  El  Monte, 
Calif. 

A  Comment 

Nokesville,  Virginia 

Bro.  Beahm,  now  in  his  nineties 
still  reads  the  Gospel  Messenger. — 
Ed. 

In  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  Sept. 
3  it  is  noticed  that  we  have  what 
might  be  classified  as  a  "labor  issue." 

The  picture  on  the  front  page 
seems  to  show  a  man  overwhelmed 
in  this  machine  age  or  one  bent  on 
producing  a  new  machine  as  a  labor 
saver.  Anyhow,  we  are  living  in  a 
machine  age. 

This  gospel  magazine  of  Sept.  3  is 


given  mainly  to  a  social  and  growing 
political  party  in  American  national 
life. 

The  Federal  Council  labor  mes- 
sage commands  careful  and  critical 
study  (see  pages  7  and  8). 

There  are  three  parables  in  the 
New  Testament  on  labor  and  com- 
pensation: (1)  working  in  the  vine- 
yard, (2)  working  with  the  talents, 
(3)  each  working  with  a  pound. 

A  ringing  call  is  hereby  made  for 
a  wise  analysis  and  true  exposition 
of  these  three  parables  of  the 
Savior  on  work  and  reward. 

The  writer  has  often  wondered  in 
recent  years  just  why  the  Gospel 
Messenger  deems  it  a  wise  policy 
to  discuss  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing man  and  yet  does  not  publish 
a  number  in  the  interest  of  the  em- 
ployer who  gives  a  job  to  the 
worker.  The  three  parables  of  our 
Lord  surely  give  due  attention  to 
both  the  capitalist  and  the  laborer. 

America,  a  labor  and  capitalist 
nation,  is  indeed  the  greatest  na- 
tion in  human  history,  wherein  any 
and  every  laborer  may  become  an 
employer  or  capitalist.  Is  it  not  true 
that  the  capitalist  today  was  at  one 
time  a  laborer?  Are  not  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  Father  both  Workers 
and  Employers?  "My  Father  work- 
eth  hitherto  and  I  work"  (John  5:  17). 


About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


Resources     for    Worship.      A.     C. 

Reid.  Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1949.  154 
pages.    $2.00. 

An  excellent  book  of  chapel  ad- 
dresses given  at  Harvard  University 
and  Wake  Forest  College.  They  are 
■  brief  but  discerning  and  stimulating 
insights  which  flow  in  each  case 
from  meditation  upon  Scriptural 
passages.  They  could  serve  as  bases 
for  expanded  lessons  on  the  themes. 
— Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

Ricardo's  White  Horse.  Alice 
Geer  Kelsey.  Longmans,  Green  and 
Co.,  1948.    179  pages.    $2.25. 

Ricardo  wanted  a  horse  and  one 
day  his  Tio  Jose  gave  him  his  very 
own  pretty  white  horse,  Blanquito. 
How  Ricardo  tamed  the  horse,  took 
his  injured  father  to  the  Brethren 
hospital  at  Castaher,  took  over  his 
father's  work  as  caminero  and  won 
a  special  prize  is  the  interesting 
story  told  with  authentic  Puerto 
Rican  local  color.  Ricardo's  favorite 
uncle,  Tio  Jose,  who  had  been  in  the 
United  States  army  during  the  war, 
took  the  boy  on  a  trip  to  the  city, 
where  Ricardo  saw  many  new  things. 
— Hazel  Kennedy. 


How  to  Study  and  Use  the  Bible. 

Park  Hays  Miller.  W.  A.  Wilde,  1949. 
142  pages.    $1.75. 

A  man  of  long  and  rich  experience 
in  the  church  and  Sunday  school  has 
written  an  unusually  simple  and 
helpful  little  book  to  aid  the  average 
person  to  use  his  Bible.  By  the  use 
of  the  books  of  Amos  and  Philip- 
pians  he  shows  how  to  go  at  Bible 
study,  utilizing  the  various  helps 
available  in  addition  to  direct  study. 
The  closing  section  gives  basic  prin- 
ciples of  teaching  the  Bible  to  others. 
Sunday-school  teachers  and  students 
alike  should  profit  by  studying  this 
book.— Ernest  G.  Hoff. 

Twenty  Missionary  Stories.  Basil 
Miller.   Warner  Press,  1949.   $1.25. 

Each  story  concerns  a  different 
event  or  a  different  person.  Every 
story  has  a  very  definite  appeal  and 
gives  information  and  inspiration. 
Such  a  book  gives  much  help  to  a 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  a 
teacher  and  the  leader  of  a  mission 
group. — Anetta  C.  Mow. 


FEBRUARY    11,    1950 


25 


Also  see  the  implied  teaching  in  the 
three  parables  of  both  Father  and 
Son  as  Employers. 

Some  Messenger  writers  should 
contribute  a  classic  essay  on  the 
Golden  Rule  applied  to  both  capi- 
talist and  laborer  in  full  and  com- 
plete co-operation  even  as  my  two 
hands  co-operate. 

In  a  certain  sense  capital  is  only 
the  epitome  of  labor.  Therefore, 
carnal  antagonism  or  carnal  war- 
fare is  but  a  species  of  suicide.  I 
grant,  however,  a  wholesome  oppo- 
sition between  labor  and  capital 
may,  and  perhaps  should  exist,  like 
unto  the  harmonious  opposition  be- 
tween my  thumb  and  four  fingers  on 
my  right  hand.  I  cannot  shake 
hands  with  my  brother  without  op- 
position. The  greatest  ecstacy  may 
be  found  in  this  doctrine  of  harmo- 
nious opposition.  I  recommend  a 
brotherhood  of  labor  and  capital. 

Harmonious  opposition  is  a  law 
of  the  universe. — I.  N.  H.  Beahm, 
Nokesville,  Va. 


Anniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  and  Sister  Ross  C.  Davidson  of  near 
Hillsboro,  Ohio,  celebrated  their  sixtieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  Christmas  Day, 
with  an  anniversary  dinner  at  their  home. 
Their  daughter  and  her  family,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Claude  Davidson  and  their  eleven 
children  of  near  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  ap- 
proximately seventy-five  relatives  and 
friends  were  with  them  to  help  celebrate 
the  occasion. 

The  couple  were  married  Dec.  24,  1889. 
Bro.  Davidson  is  eighty-two  years  old  and 
Sister  Davidson  is  seventy-seven.  They 
are  both  enjoying  good  health  despite 
their  advanced  ages. 

The  Davidsons  have  been  members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years 
and  have  rendered  much  faithful  service 
to  the  church  and  community. — Otto  Laur- 
sen,  Hicksville,  Ohio. 

Baughman-Shively. — James  Baughman  of 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  Elizabeth  Pearl 
Shively  of  Churubusco,  Ind.,  Jan.  6,  1950, 
in  the  Blue  River  church,  Ind.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—T.  G.  Weaver,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

Benedicl-Doiierer.— Charles  H.  Benedict, 
Jr.,  of  Mountville,  Pa.,  and  Mary  Jane  Dot- 
terer  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Nov.  6,  1949,  in  the 
Lancaster  church,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Berkey-Gehman. — Irvin  C.  Berkey  and 
Hazel  J.  Gehman,  both  of  Windber,  Pa., 
Nov.  25,  1949,  in  the  Windber  church,  by 
the  bride's  father,  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Gerald  O'Donnell  of  Parkerford, 
Pa.— C.  H.  Gehman,  Windber,  Pa. 

Berry-Killen. — Richard  Berry  of  Foun- 
tain City,  Ind.,  and  Sarah  Jane  Killen  of 
Liberty,  Ind.,  in  the  Four  Mile  church,  Ind., 
Dec.  18,  1949,  by  the  undersigned.— Ray- 
mond Risden,  Kitchel,  Ind. 

Cady-Hengel. — James  M.  Cady  of  Lewis- 
ton,  Minn.,  and  Bernett  M.  Hengel,  in  St. 
Joseph's  rectory.— Mrs.  William  E.  Wright, 
Utica,  Minn. 


Readers  Write 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


We  just  want  to  tell  you  how  much  we 
enjoyed  the  article,  Will  Christ  Come 
Again?  by  Calvert  N.  Ellis  in  the  Oct.  15 
issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  feel 
there  should  be  more  such,  either  reprints 
or  our  younger  ministers  encouraged  to 
think  more  along  such  lines. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Percy  Finifrock,  Barnum,  Minn. 

*  *        *        * 

We  are  happy  indeed  for  the  richer  spir- 
itual tone  of  the  Messenger  and  Horizon 
articles,  as  well  as  other  publications 
which  you  send  out.  The  recent  articles  in 
the  Messenger  on  The  Lord's  Supper  and 
the  covering  did  our  souls  good.  Several 
members  mentioned  those  articles  to  us. 
The  Let's  Face  It  section  of  Horizons  really 
is  getting  down  to  heart  religion.  The  Fel- 
lowship of  Nonresident  Members  booklets 
have  such  rich  and  inspirational  articles. 
We  thank  God  for  these  and  pray  that  he 
may  continue  to  bless  and  build  each  one 
of  you  who  must  feel  the  burdens  of  these 
tasks  pretty  keenly.  Yours  for  greater 
service  for  the  master.— Mrs.  F.  C.  Rohr- 
er,  Creekville,  Ky. 

*  *        *         * 

The  greatest  truth  put  forth  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  recently  came  from 
Bro.  Curry.  It  is  about  our  church's 
greatest  need.  He  says  in  brief:  "We 
are  prepared  as  to  organization,  as  to 
administration  setup,  as  to  having  in- 
telligence and  education  and  as  to  finance; 
but    we    are   not   prepared   spiritually." 

In  my  town  is  a  sister  church  with 
about  fifty  families.  They  are  middle-class 
people  economically.  They  have  less  edu- 
cation than  Brethren  people.  But  the 
midweek  prayer  meeting  has  an  average 
of  thirty  people  out;  they  spend  thirty 
to  forty  minutes  in  actual  audible  prayer. 
Result:  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting 
just  closed  with  twenty  new  confessions 
for  Christ.  Their  Sunday  school  is  reach- 
ing children  of  the  lower  middle  class. 
Pledges  were  made  at  the  close  of  the 
revival  for  $2,750  for  missions  and  their 
last  year's  pledges  were  oversubscribed. 
Last  year  this  church  raised  a  budget  of 
over  $12,000,  including  $5,000  in  cash  on 
a  new  building.  They  have  seven  or  eight 
young  people  in  schools  preparing  for 
special  Christian  service.  These  people 
make  me  as  a  Brethren  feel  very  small. — 
O.  E.  Gibson,  Westmont,  111. 


Accept  my  sincere  congratulations  on 
your  editorial,  Federal  Aid  to  Education, 
which  appeared  in  the  Sept.  17  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  It  is  refreshing  to  find 
an  objective  statement  in  this  day  of 
heated  conflict.  It  is  commendable  that 
you  are  able  to  present  both  sides  of  the 
argument  and  to  admit  that  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  progress  to  make  in  this 
country  before  we  find  an  adequate  so- 
lution. 

In  my  judgment,  you  reflect  a  true  demo- 
cratic journalism  and  you  do  your  readers 
a  great  service.— L.  K.  Bishop,  director, 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  Inc.,  Chicago,  111. 

*  •  *  * 
I  have  just  finished  reading  the  article, 
Grass  Roots  World  Government,  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  As  the  Bible  plainly 
teaches  us  that  the  great  war,  Armageddon, 
is  to  come  and  plainly  hasn't  yet  come, 
how  does  Mr.  Dunbar  reconcile  the  Bible 
and  his  stand  with  the  United  Nations  or- 
ganization? 

Does  he  think  this  man-made  organiza- 
tion is  going  to  prevent  this  war  which  the 
Bible  teaches  us  will  destroy  this  present 
world?  If  he  thinks  this,  and  his  stand  in- 
dicated he  does,  then  he  and  those  who  fol- 
low him  are  in  for  a  great  disappointment. 
If  the  United  Nations  organization  can't 
prevent  this  destruction  of  Armageddon, 
then  it  is  false  and  useless,  which  it  is  no 
doubt,  and  if  so,  he  is  teaching  and  advo- 
cating some  mighty  wrong  things.  Better 
stop,  look  and  see.  If  God  was  for  the 
United  Nations  organization,  then  I  would 
be  for  it  but  it  is  evident  that  he  isn't. 
Why  be  for  it? 

Christ  will  not  come  back  to  this  earth 
in  human  form  as  some  erroneously  teach. 
As  he  went  so  shall  he  come.  He  went  in 
the  clouds  and  disappeared  invisible.  You 
shall  see  him  coming  in  the  clouds  in- 
visible as  he  went  and  the  nations  shall 
mourn  and  the  chief  men  and  great  men 
shall  hide  themselves  (United  Nations' 
heads  and  heads  of  religions  such  as  stand 
for  it). 

The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  going  to 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and 
he  is  going  to  rule  them  with  a  rod  of 
iron  and  he  is  going  to  dash  them  to  pieces 
(regardless  of  the  United  Nations).— Clyde 
Smith,  Broadway,  Va. 
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Collins-Bolkin.— Walter  H.  Collins,  Jr., 
and  Carolyn  Botkin,  both  of  Staunton,  Va., 
Dec.  23,  1949,  in  the  Staunton  church,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Olden  D.  Mitchell, 
Staunton,  Va. 

Crispell-Mohler. — Russell  M.  Crispell  of 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  Marion  E.  Mohler  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Nov.  5,  1949,  at  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Wayne  H. 
Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Crouch-Findlay. — Guy  L.  Crouch  of  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  and  Georgia  Findlay  of 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8,  1950,  in  Glendale, 
Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — Van  B.  Wright, 
Glendale,  Calif. 

Dyson- Yarian. — Dick  Dyson  and  Rosella 
Yarian,  in  the  Roann  church,  Ind.,  Dec.  31, 
1949.— William  R.  Eberly,  Laketon,  Ind. 

Forsythe-Solt. — David  K.  Forsythe  and 
Mertie  C.  Solt,  both  of  Burnham,  Pa.,  Nov. 
27,  1949,  in  the  Burnham  church,  Pa.,  by 
Bro.  Eli  S.  Keeny  of  Burnham.— Mrs.  Eli 
S.  Keeny,  Burnham,  Pa. 

Gardner-Wheeler. — Richard  F.  Gardner 
of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  Reva  Elizabeth 
Wheeler  of  Descanso,  Calif.,  in  the  San 
Diego  church,  Nov.  29,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— R.  Truman  Northup,  San  Diego, 
Calif. 

Lawrence-Siewari. — Herbert  Lawrence, 
Jr.,  and  Mary  Stewart,  both  of  Peru,  Ind., 
in  the  Peru  church,  Dec.  25,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — F.  M.  Hollenberg,  Peru, 
Ind. 


Masl-Nesiel. — Fred  M.  Mast,  Jr.,  and 
Frances  E.  Nestel,  both  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
Nov.  19,  1949,  in  the  Lancaster  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Maiihews-While. — Frances  E.  Matthews 
of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  C.  Helen  White  of 
Shippensburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  22,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned,  in  his  home. — J.  Linwood  Eis- 
enberg,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 

McCarler-Snyder  —  Malcolm  McCarter 
and  Wilma  Snyder,  both  of  Peru,  Ind.,  Dec. 
25,  1949,  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind.,  by  the 
undersigned. — Robert  L.  Sink,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Schott-Shaver. — Luther  Schott  of  Upper 
Darby,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  Ellen  Shaver  of  Al- 
toona,  Pa.,  in  the  First  church,  Altoona, 
Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Stephen  G.  Mar- 
gush,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Small-Royer.— Dean  L.  Small  of  Mt.  Wolf, 
Pa.,  and  Jeanne  Romayne  Royer,  of  York, 
Pa.,  Dec.  30,  1949,  in  the  First  church, 
York,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned.— Chester  H. 
Royer,  York,  Pa. 

Slump-Dallon. — Alvin  M.  Stump  and  Re- 
becca Ann  Dalton,  both  of  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  Dec.  23,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Boones  Mill, 
Va. 

Weaver-Reiken. — James  C.  Weaver  and 
Evelyn  L.  Reiken,  both  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1949,  in  the  Luther- 
an church,  by  the  undersigned.— T.  G. 
Weaver,  Columbia  City,  Ind. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Elder  John  L.  Royer 

John  L.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sallie  Leisey 
Royer,  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  20,  1865,  and  died  Nov.  14,  1949. 

In  1890  he  was  married  to  Lizzie  Krall. 
To  this  union  were  born  thirteen  children, 
ten  of  whom  survive.  In  1893  he  and  his 
wife  were  baptized  in  the  old  Tulpehocken 
congregation,  Pa.  In  1908  Sister  Royer 
passed  away.  In  1911  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Fannie  Bright.  One  daughter  was 
born  to  this  union.  Sister  Royer  passed 
away  in  1935.  In  1947  he  was  married  to 
Jennie  Kreiner. 

In  1903  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry, 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  ministry  in 
1905,  and  in  1920  was  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship. 

He  taught  in  the  public  schools  for  twen- 
ty-seven years.  He  served  his  church  also 
as  Sunday-school  teacher  and  Sunday- 
school   superintendent. 

He  retired  from  active  ministry  because 
of  failing  health  about  two  years  ago.  The 
last  year  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the 
Brethren  Home,  Neffsville,  Pa. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sons,  six 
daughters,  six  stepchildren,  forty-one 
grandchildren  and  twenty-three  great- 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Heidel- 
berg church.  Burial  was  in  the  Heidelberg 
•cemetery. — Candace  Royer,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Snyder 

B.  F.,  son  of  John  and  Barbara  Detrick 
Snyder,  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  10,  1860,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  North  Manchester,  Ind.  Most 
of  his  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio. 

His  chief  interest  was  his  church,  in 
which  he  worked  as  layman,  deacon,  min- 
ister and  elder.  In  1887  he  and  his  wife 
were  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Three  years  later  he  was 
■elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  In  1897  he 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and  four 
years  later  he  was  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship. He  served  pastorates  in  the  Stony 
Creek  and  Bellefontaine  churches,  Ohio. 
He  also  gave  much  time  to  mission  points 
in  the  days  of  the  free  ministry.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a  member  of  the  North- 
western Ohio  mission  board  and  served  as 
trustee  of  the  Old  Folk's  Home,  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  for  many  years.  He  served  as  mod- 
erator of  district  meeting  several  times  and 
served  the  district  as  representative  to 
Standing  Committee.  His  good  judgment 
and  sense  of  fair  play  made  him  an  excel- 
lent helper  on  committees  and  in  church 
activities.  He  also  served  a  number  of  oth- 
er churches  in  the  district  as  elder. 

In  1883  he  was  married  to  Erne  Yoder. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Kintner  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
Paul  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Randall  of  Lima,  Ohio,  Silas  of  Van  Wert, 
Ohio,  Levi  of  Rapid  City,  S.  Dak.,  and 
Rudolph,  who  died  in  1934. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in  1902, 
he  was  married  to  Susanna  Marshall  of 
"Willis,  Va.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  Mrs.  Mary  Shultz  of  Bellefon- 
taine, Ohio,  Mrs.  Homer  Kreglow  of  De- 
graff,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Henman  of 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  His  second  wife  died 
in   1916. 

Some  time  later  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Eller  of  Quinter,  Kansas,  who  also 
preceded  him  in  death. 

The  last  three  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  the  Old  Folk's  Home  at  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

He  is  survived  by  nine  children,  one  step- 
child, thirty-four  grandchildren  and  forty- 
four  great-grandchildren. — Mrs.  W.  E.  Kost, 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Bolner,  Rachel  Virginia,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Auvil,  was  born  in  Bar- 
bour County,  W.  Va.,  and  died  Dec.  26, 
1949,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
She  was  married  to  D.  T.  Bolner  in  1892. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  five  children, 


two  brothers,  thirteen  grandchildren  and 
five  great-grandchildren.  She  was  baptized 
at  the  Shiloh  church  in  1904  by  Elder  Obed 
Hamstead.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Shiloh  church  by  the  undersigned. 
— Emra  T.  Fike,  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va. 

Burgess,  Grant,  son  of  John  and  Harriett 
Shears  Burgess,  was  born  March  20,  1873, 
near  Petersburg,  W.  Va.,  and  died  Dec. 
7,  1949.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five 
children,  twenty  grandchildren,  five  great- 
grandchildren and  two  sisters.  On  March 
6,  1904,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mag- 
gie Lee.  He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  D.  B.  Spaid  of  Eglon, 
W.  Va.,  assisted  by  the  writer. — A.  N.  Bur- 
gess, Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 

Cline,  Lettie  Lue  Ella,  daughter  of  David 
and  Rebecca  Brown,  was  born  near  Bring- 
hurst,  Ind.,  Oct.  4,  1870,  and  died  Nov.  30, 
1949.  On  Aug.  17,  1890,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Henry  Jefferson  Cline,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  on  July  6,  1933.  To 
this  union  four  children  were  born.  She  is 
survived  by  two  brothers,  nine  grandchil- 
dren and  four  great-grandchildren.  She  be- 
came a  member  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  in  1910  and  transferred  her  mem- 
bership to  the  Bachelor  Run  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1930.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Bachelor  Run  church  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Brethren  Robert 
Sink  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  and  Will  Angle.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery. 
— Herbert  Fisher,  Bringhurst,   Ind. 

Coffman,  Anna  B.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catherine  Weaver  Erb,  was  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  June  14,  1870,  and 
died  Dec.  27,  1949,  at  the  home  of  her  son. 
She  was  married  to  Henry  Coffman  on 
Sept.  12,  1895.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  by 
three  years.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons 
and  five  grandchildren.  Services  were  held 
in  the  English  River  church  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  South 
English,  Iowa. 

Dean,  Louis  Whitwood,  son  of  Charles  O. 
and  Olivia  Colahan  Dean,  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1876,  at  Rockport,  Ohio,  and  died  Dec. 
16,  1949,  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  On  Nov.  24, 
1904,  he  was  married  to  Mamie  Bates.  Four 
children  were  born  to  them.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  East  Dayton  church.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  two  daughters,  two 
sons  and  seven  grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  East  Dayton 
church  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry.  Interment  was 
in  the  Woodland  cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  H. 
Petry,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Eakrighl,  Catherine  E„  daughter  of  Amos 
and  Mary  J.  Seitner,  was  born  near  Disko, 
Ind.,  Oct.  4,  1862,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
'  her  son  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
She  was  married  to  George  W.  Eakright  in 
1889.  The  husband,  five  sons  and  one 
daughter  survive.  For  many  years  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Wabash  City  church, 
where  she  and  her  husband  reared  their 
family  and  served  faithfully  in  the  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  South 
Pleasant  church  near  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Earl  Hos- 
tetter.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near 
by. — Edward  Kintner,  North  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Flory,  Susann,  daughter  of  David  and 
Susann  Boyd,  was  born  Nov.  14,  1864,  in 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  died  Dec.  26, 
1949.  She  was  married  to  Emanuel  Flory  on 
Feb.  13,  1883,  in  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  children.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  five  children, 
thirteen  grandchildren,  twelve  great- 
grandchildren and  one  great-great  grand- 
child. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Harris  Creek  church  by  Bro.  H.  E.  Hel- 
stern.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Galen  Detrick,  Bradford, 
Ohio. 

Follz,  Harry  E.,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Savilla  Fahrney  Foltz,  died  at  the  Brook 
Lane  convalescent  home  near  Leitersburg, 
Md.,  Jan.  3,  1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  He  is  survived  by  two  sisters,  one 
niece  and  five  nephews.  His  parents  and 
an  infant  brother  preceded  him  in  death. 


Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Bast 
funeral  home  in  Boonsboro  by  the  writer 
and  Bro.  Harold  Green.  Interment  was  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining  the  Fahrney's 
church  near  Mapleville. — S.  D.  Lindsay, 
Hagerstown,  Md. 

Franlz,  Daniel  C,  son  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  Cripe  Frantz,  was  born  near 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  May  12,  1876,  and 
died  Dec.  20,  1949,  in  the  Wabash  City 
hospital,  Ind.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Sarah  Metzger  on  Jan.  21,  1905.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  He  united  with  the  Manchester 
congregation  in  1915.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Elder  Ed- 
ward Kintner.  Burial  was  in  the  Fairview 
cemetery. — H.  F.  Richards,  North  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

Jackson,  Ulysses  S.,  died  Nov.  7,  1949,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Meyersdale  church 
for  many  years.  He  was  preceded  in  death 
by  his  wife  and  one  son.  He  is  survived 
by  one  daughter,  two  sons,  twelve  grand- 
children and  fifteen  great-grandchildren. — 
J.  Ewing  Jones,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Jones,  Abner  W.,  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
Jones,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1866,  and  died  Dec. 
25,  1949.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Jane 
Cloppie  of  Louisville  on  Jan.  31,  1894.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  seven  children, 
thirteen  grandchildren,  six  great-grand- 
children and  five  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Champaign  church  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Wood- 
lawn  cemetery  at  Champaign. — Niels  Es- 
bensen,  Champaign,  111. 

Kephart,  Thurman  J.,  son  of  William 
and  Ada  Ross  Kephart,  died  in  Somerset, 
Pa,,  Nov.  8,  1949.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  his  father,  three  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough.  Burial  was  in  the 
Somerset  County  memorial  park. — Mrs. 
Samuel  J.   Cupp,   Somerset,  Pa. 

Koontz,  Emma  Susan,  daughter  of  Mi- 
chael and  Ellen  Myers  Lippy  and  wife  of 
Willie  T.  Koontz,  was  born  April  20,  1887, 
in  Frederick  County,  Md.,  and  died  at  the 
Frederick  Memorial  hospital,  Dec.  18,  1949. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four  chil- 
dren, nine  grandchildren,  two  great-grand- 
children, three  sisters  and  three  brothers. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Beaver  Dam  church  by  Elder  Jesse 
Klein  and  Bro.  Samuel  Harley.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Beaver  Dam  cemetery. — 
Treva  E.  Glisan,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Meyers,  Galen  R.,  son  of  Mahlon  J.  and 
Mary  Cable  Meyers,  was  born  in  Milford 
Township,  Pa.,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1949,  in 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years.  His  wife.  Fern  Zerfoss  Meyers,  and 
one  sister  survive.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough.  Burial  was 
in  the  Somerset  County  Memorial  park. — 
Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp.  Somerset,  Pa. 

Miller,  Cora  May,  daughter  of  Hanson  J. 
and  Barbara  E.  Speck  Diehl,  was  born  in 
Adams  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  21,  1877,  and  died 
at  the  Guilford  nursing  home  in  Boons- 
boro, Md.,  Dec.  14,  1949.  In  her  girlhood 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. In  1909  she  was  married  to  Elias  Mil- 
ler, who  preceded  her  in  death  twenty-six 
years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  one  daugh- 
ter and  one  foster  son,  who  is  a  minister 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Grove  funeral 
home  in  Waynesboro  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
George  L.  Detweiler.  Interment  was  in  the 
Green  Mount  cemetery  at  York,  Pa. — Su- 
die  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Myers,  Etta  Mae,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Aim  Bollinger,  was  born  in  Astoria, 
111.,  Sept.  13,  1881,  and  died  in  the  Dixon 
hospital,  Oct.  28,  1949.  On  Aug.  20,  1903,  she 
was  married  to  Edward  Myers  at  Astoria, 
111.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  sons.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  five  sons,  eight 
grandchildren,  four  sisters  and  five  broth- 
ers. She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  She 
was  active  in  the  women's  work.  Funeral 
services   were    held    in   the    Dixon   church 
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by  Bro.  Clarence  E.  Fike,  assisted  by  Bro. 
William  Thompson,  and  on  the  following 
day  at  the  Astoria  church  by  Bro.  Fike,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  A.  L.  Whitmore  and 
Homer  Kiracofe.  Interment  was  in  the 
South  Fulton  cemetery  in  Astoria. — Edward 
Myers,  Dixon,  111. 

O shorn,  Henry  F.,  son  of  Uriah  and  Het- 
tie  Osborn,  was  born  Feb.  17,  1866,  at  Go- 
shen, Ind.,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  in  Pineland,  Texas,  Dec.  17,  1949.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
an  early  age.  He  is  survived  by  four  chil- 
dren, seven  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  First  Methodist  church  by  Rev.  Ira 
J.  Waldon,  assisted  by  Rev.  Harlan  Pate 
and  Rev.  R.  E.  Barclay.  Interment  was  in 
the  Pleasant  Grove  cemetery. — Wyman 
Roberts,  San  Augustine,  Texas. 

Phillips.  Bessie  I.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Mclntire  and  wife  of  David 
Phillips,  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa., 
and  died  Dec.  23,  1949,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-one years.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  First  church  in  York,  Pa.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  daughters, 
five  sons  and  eight  brothers  and  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Baumei- 
ster  Colonial  mortuary  in  York.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mummerts  meetinghouse  ceme- 
tery.— Bernard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Rookstool,  Levi,  was  born  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  July  25,  1873,  and  died  Dec. 
13,  1949.  On  Aug.  20,  1898,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Ganger.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  sisters.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  West  Goshen  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  West  Goshen  church  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  D.  G. 
Berkebile.  Interment  was  in  the  West  Side 
cemetery. — M.  D.  Stutsman,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Shockey.  Price,  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann 
Rebecca  Harbaugh  Shockey,  was  born  in 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Dec.  22,  1890,  and  died  in 
the  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  state  hospital,  Dec.  30, 
1949.  In  his  teens  he  united  with  '  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Waynesboro. 
He  is  survived  by  an  aunt.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Grove  funeral  home  at  Waynes- 
boro by  Bro.  George  Detweiler.  Interment 
was  in  the  Burn's  Hill  cemetery. — Sudie  M. 
Wingert,   Waynesboro,   Pa. 

Srouf e,  George,  son  of  Wesley  and  Sarah 
Sroufe,  was  born  near  Wijmot,  Ind.,  May  3, 
1872,  and  died  Dec.  19,  1949,  at  his  home  in 
North  Manchester,  Ind.  In  1896  he  was 
married  to  Rosa  Renicker.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  three  children,  three  grand- 
sons, two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Soon 
after  marriage  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  Virgil 
Meyer,  pastor  of  the  local  Nazarene  church. 
Burial  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. — H. 
F.  Richards,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Warner,  Pearl  May,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
and  Mary  Gilbert,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1884, 
and  died  Dec.  16,  1949.  On  Oct.  18,  1913,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lewis  Warner, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  foster 
sons,  seven  brothers,  one  sister  and  five 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Harris  Creek  church  by  Bro.  H.  E. 
Helstern.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek 
cemetery.— Mrs.  Galen  Detrick,  Bradford, 
Ohio. 

Whiteneck,  Martin  F.,  son  of  Martin  and 
Elizabeth  Whiteneck,  was  born  in  Bond 
County,  111.,  Dec.  31,  1865,  and  died  Dec. 
24,  1949.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Hessie  Hart  at  Mt.  Hope,  Kansas,  Feb.  24, 
1892.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pleasant 
Plains  church  at  Aline.  One  son  preceded 
him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  daughters,  four  sons,  twelve  grandchil- 
dren, two  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  his 
pastor,  Harold  G.  Correll,  assisted  by  Rev. 
L.  C.  Hiles  of  the  Pleasant  View  Holiness 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  View 
cemetery.— Harold  G.  Correll,  Aline,  Okla. 

Zook,  Lucinda  Ellen,  daughter  of  David 
L.  and  Mary  Ream  Paul,  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1878,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1949,  at  her  home  in 
North   Manchester,    Ind.     As    a    child    she 
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united  with  the  Salamonie  church.  On 
Christmas  Day  in  1901  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ward  Zook  at  the  home  of  her 
parents.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  She  is  survived  by  three  chil- 
dren, six  grandchildren  and  six  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Walnut 
Street  church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  at  Lancaster,  Ind. — H.  F.  Richards, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


California 

Glendale. — We  observed  rally  day  on 
Oct.  2.  Our  regular  business  meeting  was 
held  Oct.  9.  We  decided  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  publish  our  local  church 
paper,  The  Assistant  Pastor,  once  a 
month.  A  planning  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  plan  for  the  entire  future 
church  plant.  We  hope  to  erect  a  recrea- 
tion hall  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  On 
Oct.  16  Sister  Cora  Fisher  of  Trotwood, 
Ohio,  was  with  us.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  conference  were  Sisters  Ruth 
Storck  and  Naomi  Beam.  On  Oct.  23  re- 
ports were  given  by  those  who  had  at- 
tended various  sessions  of  the  district  con- 
ference. On  Oct.  30  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  of 
La  Verne  gave  us  a  soul-searching  message. 
Our-annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held 
Nov.  6  in  Elysian  Park  with  vesper  services 
in  the  evening.  On  Nov.  13  we  had  a 
home-coming  and  the  rededication  of  our 
remodeled  church  with  Bro.  Frank  Howell 
as  the  guest  speaker.  We  enjoyed  a  pot- 
luck  dinner  and  fellowship  at  the  noon 
hour.  A  main  feature  of  the  program  was 
the  unveiling  of  a  bronze  plaque  in  mem- 
ory of  our  first  pastor,  Bro.  George  C.  Carl. 
On  Dec.  4  and  5  Bro.  James  Bowman,  mis- 
sionary on  furlough  from  Africa,  was  with 
us  and  showed  pictures  and  lectured  on 
his  work  on  the  mission  field.  On  Dec.  11, 
Bible  Sunday,  the  sound  film.  The  Message 
of  Peace,  was  shown.  On  Dec.  18  a  Christ- 
mas program  was  presented  by  the  three 
combined  choirs  and  the  children  and 
young  people  of  the  church,  closing  with  a 
white  gift  service.  The  various  classes 
brought  offerings  of  food  and  clothing  for 
relief  in  Europe.— Kathryn  M.  Royer,  Glen- 
dale, Calif. 

McFarland.— At  least  thirty-three  of  our 
members  attended  the  district  meeting  at 
Empire  Oct.  20-23.  Our  young  people  pre- 
sented a  play,  Mud  Walls,  at  the  BY  meet- 
ing one  Sunday  afternoon.  On  district 
meeting  Sunday  our  own  church  had  a 
unique  service.  It  was  a  wire  recording  of 
the  full  Sunday  morning  service  of  our 
local  Methodist  church,  which  had  been 
made  a  few  Sundays  previous.  Our  Sun- 
day evening  services  have  included  forums, 
singspirations  and  films,  among  which  were 
Sunrise  Over  Nigeria,  a  film  of  our  own 
mission  in  Africa,  and  We  Bear  Witness 
from  the  American  Bible  Society,  a  visual 
report  of  Christian  deputations  who  visited 
Japan  after  the  war.  Forums  have  been 
held  on  the  divorce  question  and  on  Keep- 
ing Christmas  Christian.  One  Sunday  eve- 
ning David  Coffman  told  us  of  his  ex- 
periences in  Uncle  Sam's  Boarding  Houses. 
The  Gideons  had  charge  of  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing service  and  the  La  Verne  College 
chapel  choir  presented  a  program  one 
Sunday.  A  basket  dinner  honoring  the 
members  of  the  choir  was  held  in  the  base- 
ment after  the  choir  program.  In  Novem- 
ber Dr.  John  M.  Swomley,  associate  sec- 
retary of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation, 
spoke  on  some  of  the  world  problems.  Bro. 
Lynn  Blickenstaff  showed  slides  of  India 
one  evening  in  December.  The  Friendship 
club  held  a  very  successful  bazaar  and  din- 
ner on  Nov.  29.  The  men  of  the  church 
were  guests  of  the  Bakersfield  men's  work 
organization  in  December.  They  enjoyed 
a  turkey  dinner  and  program.  The  primary, 
junior  and  intermediate  departments  gave 
a  very  unique  and  interesting  Christmas 
program  in  the  evening  of  Dec.  18 — Mrs. 
Ben  Lehman,  Delano,  Calif. 

San  Fernando  Valley.— Our  church  was 
dedicated  less  than  two  years  ago  but  our 


attendance  has  so  increased  that  we  are 
building  a  new  sanctuary  with  ten  ad- 
ditional Sunday-school  rooms.  On  Nov.  27 
we  held  impressive  ground-breaking  cere- 
monies with  Bro.  Harry  Thomas  of  Pomona 
delivering  the  morning  sermon  and  Bro. 
I.  V.  Funderburgh  offering  the  prayer. 
Forty-one  new  members  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  letter  and  baptism  during 
the  past  year.  At  the  present  time  the 
pastor's  home  and  study,  the  church  kit- 
chen, hallways  and  every  other  inch  of 
space  available  is  being  utilized  for  classes. 
As  a  temporary  help  a  two-classroom  cot- 
tage was  built  with  the  garage  and  this  too 
is  full.  Bro.  Paul  Mohler  of  Pasadena  and 
Bro.  Harvey  Brubaker  of  La  Verne  oc- 
cupied the  pulpit  while  the  pastor  was  on 
vacation.  In  November,  while  our  pastor 
was  recuperating  from  a  tonsilectomy, 
Brethren  Roy  Slick  and  Harry  Thomas 
preached  for  us.  We  observed  World  Com- 
munion Sunday  in  the  morning  with  the 
sacraments.  Our  young  people  are  spon- 
soring the  purchase  of  a  projector  and 
started  off  the  project  with  a  pie  and  cake 
social  that  netted  around  $128.  At  present 
they  are  adding  to  that  amount  by  the  sale 
of  Christmas  cards  and  by  other  activities. 
Our  new  officers  for  the  year  took  office  in 
October.  We  also  celebrated  the  birthdays 
of  our  Sunday-school  members  with  two 
banquets.  A  Christmas  program  was  pre- 
sented by  the  children  on  Dec.  18. — Mrs.> 
Addie  C.  Taylor,  San  Fernando,  Calif. 

Colorado 
Haxlun. — On  Nov.  23,  in  place  of  our 
usual  Wednesday  night  prayer  meeting  and 
Bible  study,  there  was  a  union  Thanksgiv- 
ing service  at  the  Methodist  church  with 
our  pastor  as  the  speaker.  The  music  was 
provided  by  the  host  church  and  an  offer- 
ing was  taken  for  CROP.  A  petition  was 
circulated  on  Nov.  6  against  the  granting 
of  a  liquor  license  to  the  local  American 
Legion  hall  and  the  license  was  denied. 
On  Dec.  11  an  offering  was  lifted  for  the 
American  Bible  Society.  On  Dec.  4  Dr. 
Davie  addressed  the  young  people  in  the 
evening  on  the  subject  of  Liquor  and  Its 
Effects.  Since  our  last  report,  one  of  our 
members,  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  was  called 
by  death.  Our  pastor's  son,  Vergean  Birkin, 
returned  recently  from  Puerto  Rico.  Our 
ladies'  aid  met  with  Mrs.  Willard  Hart  on 
Nov.  9  with  Mrs.  Irene  Livingston  assist- 
ing. Mrs.  Erickson  was  the  devotional 
leader.  On  Nov.  30  they  met  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Hazel  Burton  and  Mrs.  Mabel 
Stryker  was  co-hostess.  The  devotional 
leader  was  Mrs.  Segrid  Larson.  On  Dec. 
14  the  annual  Christmas  party  was  held  at 
the  church.  After  the  devotional  period 
a  program  was  presented  by  the  speech 
class  of  the  high  school.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  gift  exchange.  Our  Sunday 
evening  Bible  class  has  now  started  to 
study  the  book  of  1  Corinthians. — Mrs. 
Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Illinois 

Pleasant  Grove. — We  held  our  council 
meeting  on  Nov.  26  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Ausby  Swinger,  in  charge.  Visiting  Breth- 
ren from  Romine  and  Walnut  Grove  were 
present.  Six  of  our  church  group  attended 
the  CBYF  sectional  meeting  at  Walnut 
Grove  on  Oct.  30.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  at  La  Place  were  Robert 
Wells  and  Lillie  Ulrey.  Bro.  Don  Ridgely 
of  Parkersburg  was  with  us  on  Dec.  11  and 
delivered  both  morning  and  evening  mes- 
sages. The  women's  work  sent  eighty 
quarts  of  food  to  the  old  folks'  home  at 
Girard.  We  correspond  with  a  family  in 
Germany  and  sent  them  a  gift  package. 
Our  church  plans  to  be  in  the  100%  Mes- 
senger club  again  this  year.  Our  Sunday 
school  offering  of  Nov.  27  was  sent  to  home 
missions. — Lillie   Ulrey,    Christopher,    111. 

Polo. — World  Community  Day  was  held 
in  our  church  with  the  other  churches  of 
the  community  uniting.  Mrs.  Ruth  Worrell, 
former  secretary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Church  Women,  was  the  speaker.  Sixty 
packs  of  pieces  for  peace  were  turned  in 
that  day.  We  continue  to  do  relief  sewing. 
Bro.  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  professor  of 
psychology  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 


spent  three  Sunday  evenings  with  us.  The 
men  of  the  church,  including  the  pastor, 
have  spent  many  days  working  at  Camp 
Emmaus,  our  district  youth  camp.  The 
men  also  built  a  new  garage  at  the  parson- 
age. The  annual  father  and  son  banquet 
was  held  early  in  November  and  pictures 
of  Ecuador  were  shown.  The  church  and 
community  were  happy  to  welcome  Clar- 
ence and  Lucile  Heckman  home  from  their 
missionary  endeavors  in  Africa.  The  work 
of  the  church  is  progressing  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  B.  Wayne  Crist,  who  is 
serving  his  fourth  year  with  us.  He  was 
county  chairman  of  CROP  for  1949.  Our 
church  sponsored  the  coming  to  America 
of  the  Ernest  Freimanis  family  of  five 
DPs  from  Latvia.  George  Miller,  one  of  our 
college  boys,  is  giving  a  year's  time  to 
volunteer  service  and  is  stationed  at  New 
Windsor.— Lulu  M.  Plum,  Polo.  HI. 

Indiana 

Andrews. — Our  regular  family  night  was 
held  in  December  in  the  form  of  a  com- 
bination Christmas  party  and  family  night. 
After  the  potluck  supper  a  playlet  en- 
titled A  Light  in  My  Window  was  pre- 
sented and  gifts  were  given  to  all  the  chil- 
dren. The  building  of  new  classrooms  in 
the  basement  is  in  progress  and  the  Boy 
Scout  members  of  our  church  have  helped 
with  many  hours  of  work.  The  men  and 
boys  meet  to  work  on  the  basement  and 
the  ladies  serve  the  dinner.  The  ladies' 
aid  distributed  Christmas  boxes  to  our 
shut-in  members  and  aged  friends.  The 
children's  department,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  their  superintendent,  Mrs.  Henry 
Crull,  presented  the  Christmas  program 
on  Sunday  morning  and  a  white  gift 
offering  was  taken  for  missions.  Our  aid 
continues  to  meet  each  week  to  make  com- 
forts for  relief  and  to  work  on  the  cut- 
garment  project.  A  missionary  program  is 
held  once  a  month  and  an  offering  is  taken 
for  missions. — Mrs.  Kenneth  Shaffer,  An- 
drews, Ind. 

Buck  Creek. — At  our  regular  business 
meeting  two  deacons  were  elected.  Our 
harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  were 
held  Nov.  6.  The  farmers  brought  in  sam- 
ples of  their  bountiful  crops.  Our  guest 
speaker,  Bro.  William  Tinkle,  of  Upland, 
Ind.,  brought  the  morning  and  afternoon 
messages.  Our  two  weeks'  revival  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Galen  G.  Gerdes  of  Pearl 
City,  111.,  closed  Nov.  20.  Sister  E.  C.  Teeter 
had  charge  of  the  song  services.  Several 
near-by  churches  brought  us  special  mes- 
sages in  song.  On  Dec.  4  the  evening  serv- 
ice was  conducted  by  Sister  Ruth  Detro  of 
Muncie,  who  showed  pictures  of  war-torn 
China  and  Japan  and  spoke  of  the  con- 
ditions which  existed  there.  On  Dec.  11 
we  met  in  our  regular  business  'with  E. 
C.  Teeter  presiding.  We  decided  to  hold 
our  Christmas  services  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22.  Officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  In  November  nineteen  of 
our  aid  members  met  at  the  Ball  hospital 
in  Muncie  and  did  sewing  for  the  needy 
there.  On  Dec.  14  we  met  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Neva  Cross  for  our  Christmas  meet- 
ing. Part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  a  social 
way  with  a  dinner  at  the  noon  hour,  after 
which  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  Following  the  election  we  had  our 
gift  exchange.  We  also  decided  to  pay 
fifty  dollars  to  the  remodeling  fund  of  the 
church  building  which  is  well  on  the  way 
to  completion.  We  have  been  doing  much 
relief  work  during  the  past  year. — Mrs. 
John  E.   Oxley,   Losantville,   Ind. 

Center. — The  women's  work  fellowship  of 
Polk  Township  was  held  at  our  church  on 
Nov.  4  with  our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Noble 
Bowman,  as  the  speaker  for  the  afternoon. 
The  men's  work  meeting  of  Northern  Indi- 
ana was  held  here  on  Nov.  6.  Our  pastor 
held  a  week  of  revival  meetings  in  Octo- 
ber and  two  persons  were  baptized.  The 
young  people  painted  the  church  and  we 
sanded  the  floors  and  purchased  new  car- 
pets. There  has  been  some  work  done 
in  the  basement  and  a  new  roof  has  been 
put  on  the  church.  We  had  a  Thanksgiving 
supper  and  the  children  brought  articles 
to  be  sold  at  auction.  The  money  was 
sent    to    Brethren    Service.     Two    of    our 


boys,  Roy  Good  and  Donald  Birk,  who 
spent  a  year  in  Brethren  volunteer  service, 
are  now  at  home.  Our  ladies'  aid  meets 
once  a  month.  They  made  apple  butter  to 
help  pay  for  the  church  carpet.  The  young 
people's  class  went  Christmas  caroling  and 
took  gift  baskets  to  several  needy  homes. 
—Ruth  Birk,  Walkerton,  Ind. 

Kokomo. — During  the  Sunday  morning 
services  on  Oct.  16,  with  Bro.  Albert  Harsh- 
barger  officiating.  Brethren  Charles  Rogers, 
Lawrence  Deardorff  and  Arthur  Green  and 
their  wives  were  installed  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  Our  DP  couple  arrived  on  Nov.  22 
from  Stuttgart,  Germany.  Originally  they 
were  from  Armenia.  At  present  their  home 
is  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  Byerly,  and 
his  family.  We  have  found  much  joy  in 
having  the  Garibians  with  us.  Work  and 
permanent  housing  will  be  provided  for 
them.  We  met  in  quarterly  council  in  De- 
cember and  elected  church  officers.  Bro. 
Russell  L.  Showalter  was  re-elected  elder. 
A  building  fund  for  a  new  church  building 
was  started.  Our  church  members  have 
responded  to  this  action  by  supporting  a 
systematic  giving  program  to  increase  the 
fund.  Our  Christmas  program  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  Our  CBYF  has 
been  organized  and  plans  to  meet  weekly, 
as  well  as  have  social  fellowship  occasions. 
We  are  now  in  our  school  of  missions, 
meeting  each  Sunday  evening  during  the 
month  of  January.  There  are  classes  for 
all  ages.  Along  'with  the  mission  school, 
we  will  have  three  evenings  of  fellowship 
lunches  served  by  the  church  school 
classes.  Sister  Elizabeth  Hendrix  is  the 
director  of  the  school.  Our  women  will 
serve  a  dinner  for  the  ministers  of  the 
district  when  they  convene  in  a  confer- 
ence here  on  Jan.  14.  The  women's  coun- 
cil has  been  active  in  quilting  and  sewing 
for  relief.  The  group  is  taking  the  lead  in 
resettling  our  DP  couple.  Several  of  our 
members  are  attending  a  county  leadership 
training  school  during  January  and  Febru- 
ary. Our  pastor  is  one  of  the  instructors 
in  the  school.  Our  pastor  is  delivering  a 
series  of  sermons  on  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. We  hope  to  have  a  100%  Gospel 
Messenger  club.  We  will  observe  Man- 
chester day  on  March  5  with  Bro.  T.  Wayne 
Rieman  speaking  at  the  morning  service. 
—Mrs.  Ethel  Shelbert,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Mt.  Pleasant. — As ,  a  direct  result  of  our 
revival  conducted  by  Rev.  Frank  Niles  in 
October  fourteen  new  members  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  Later  three  more  per- 
sons were  baptized.  At  the  quarterly  coun- 
cil held  on  Oct.  2  church  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  N.  H. 
Miller  was  re-elected  elder.  Our  present 
Messenger  agent  is  Mrs.  Owen  Price  and 
the  writer  is  correspondent.  A  Christmas 
program  was  presented  by  all  classes  of  the 
Sunday  school  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25. 
Our  church  co-operated  with  the  other 
churches  of  the  community  in  the  Week 
of  Prayer  services  conducted  during  the 
first  week  of  January.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
N.  H.  Miller,  preached  at  the  Summit 
Chapel  M.  E.  church  on  Tuesday  evening 
and  Rev.  Bragg  of  the  E.U.B.  church  of 
Bourbon  preached  at  our  church  on  Wed- 
nesday evening.  On  the  morning  of  Jan. 
8  a  group  of  young  people  from  Man- 
chester College  conducted  our  morning 
service.  Over  the  noon  hour  they  and  our 
young  people  were  entertained  at  the  home 
of  one  of  our  group.  A  round-table  discus- 
sion was  held  in  the  afternoon. — Mrs.  F.  J. 
Wiedeman,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Syracuse. — Bro.    Galen    Gerdes    of    Pearl 


Announcements  .  .  . 

ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

REGIONAL    CONFERENCE 
Pacific   Coast— La  Verne,   Calif.,   Feb.  25 — 
March  3. 

DISTRICT    MEETINGS 
Ohio,  Northwestern — Defiance,  March  14-16. 
Virginia,  Second — Sangerville,  March  29-31. 


City,  111.,  held  our  revival  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, after  which  five  persons  were  bap- 
tized. Our  communion  and  love  feast 
was  held  on  Monday  evening  following  the 
close  of  the  revival.  During  the  summer 
and  fall  our  church  co-operated  with  the 
other  churches  in  town  in  union  services 
once  a  month,  at  which  time  the  host 
church  would  provide  the  speaker.  Bro. 
Rufus  Bowman  spoke  at  our  meeting  and 
told  of  conditions  as  he  had  seen  them  in 
Europe.  On  Christmas  morning  the  ele- 
mentary department  presented  a  program 
and  in  the  evening  a  musical  program  was 
rendered.  We  are  planning  for  Mrs.  Anna 
Mow  to  be  with  us  in  March  for  a  mis- 
sionary meeting.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been 
meeting  each  week  and  the  ladies  have 
been  busy  with  comfort-knotting,  quilting 
and  fancy  work.  Our  church  ladies  are  co- 
operating with  the  other  church  women 
of  our  town  and  have  formed  a  local 
council  of  church  women,  which  works 
along  with  the  ministerial  organization  to 
promote  Christian  service  in  our  com- 
munity. This  council  is  planning  the  serv- 
ice for  World  Day  of  Prayer.  Recently  we 
had  some  pictures  shown  at  our  evening 
service,  which  were  provided  by  the 
WCTU.  Twice  each  month  the  pulpit  is 
filled  by  our  young  ministers,  Brethren 
Roy  Stiffler  and  Lavon  Symensma,  who 
were  licensed  last  summer.  We  have  added 
twenty-four  members  by  baptism  in  the 
last  sixteen  months. — Mrs.  Leonard  Barn- 
hart,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Union  Center. — Our  annual  election  of 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers  was 
held.  Eldon  Evans  was  elected  elder.  In- 
stallation services  were  held  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Arthur  Keim.  Evangelistic  meetings 
were  held  Nov.  14-27  by  J.  W.  Whitacre 
of  Keyser,  W.  Va.  One  person  was  re- 
claimed, four  were  received  by  letter  and 
two  by  baptism.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
Oct.  15.  The  women's  and  men's  work 
have  been  reorganized  for  the  coming  year. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  made  garments  and 
comforters  for  relief.  They  have  turned  in 
111  pounds  of  clothing,  17 ','2  quarts  of 
applesauce  and  174  pounds  of  food.  They 
have  also  had  three  sale  dinners.  The  men 
have  picked  corn  on  the  church  farm  and 
the  proceeds  went  toward  the  new  church 
parsonage.  Our  speaker  for  both  morning 
and  evening  services  on  Dec.  11  was  Mrs. 
K'an,  a  Chinese  woman.  Our  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  Dec.  13.  The 
primary  department  made  fruit  plates  for 
the  shut-ins  of  the  church.  A  dedication 
service  for  babies  was  held  on  Christmas 
Day.  About  forty  young  people  caroled  at 
the  homes  of  our  thirty  sick  and  shut-in. 
Ingrid  Whoop,  a  German  exchange  student, 
spoke  on  Sunday  morning  on  Christmas  in 
her  own  land.  A  play,  Honesty  Is  the 
Best  Policy,  was  presented  on  New  Year's 
evening  by  the  intermediate  group.  The 
children  of  the  church  have  brought  gifts 
for  the  Delmar  hospital.— Mrs.  Veloris  Neff, 
Nappanee,  Ind. 

Walnut  Street. — This  church  is  sponsor- 
ing two  Latvian  families.  They  have  hous- 
ing and  work  here  in  town.  Recently  a 
food  shower  was  held  for  them.  The  stu- 
dent assistant  to  our  pastor  is  Robert  Mc- 
Fadden  of  Troy,  Ohio.  A  number  of  inter- 
esting guest  speakers  have  been  with  us 
for  Sunday  evening  services  and  several 
sound  films  have  been  shown.  Twenty- 
three  members  have  been  received  by  let- 
ter and  baptism  and  several  letters  have 
been  granted.  A  second  dedication  service 
for  babies  and  small  children  was  held  in 
November.  Each  week  a  devotional  serv- 
ice is  held  at  the  parsonage  the  hour  be- 
fore choir  rehearsal.  The  men's  work 
organization  was  in  charge  of  an  interest- 
ing Thanksgiving  service  with  Bro.  R.  V. 
Bollinger  as  the  speaker.  More  than  sev- 
enty-five pieces  for  peace  were  given  by 
the  women's  work.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
made  several  comforters  for  relief  and 
has  done  much  quilting.  Several  older 
folks  of  the  church,  among  whom  were 
Brother  and  Sister  G.  A.  Snider  and  W. 
H.   Shull,   have  passed  away  recently  and 
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are  greatly  missed.  On  Christmas  morn- 
ing the  children  presented  a  Christmas 
program  directed  by  Mrs.  Herman  Conine, 
assisted  by  the  junior  choir,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Lowell  Coats.  In  the  evening  a  beau- 
tiful carol  and  candlelighting  program 
was  presented  by  the  pastor,  a  guest 
speaker,  George  Phillips  of  Elkhart,  and 
the  adult  choir,  directed  by  Mrs.  Leigh 
Freed.  Our  church  business  meeting  was 
held  Jan.  5. — Edna  Mae  Younker,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

West  Manchester. — Two  letters  were  re- 
ceived and  one  was  granted.  Our  elder 
was  re-elected  to  serve  us  again  this  year. 
Oct.  13  was  guest  day  at  our  regular  aid 
meeting;  at  this  time  we  entertained  some 
of  our  district  cabinet  members.  Our 
workers  have  been  very  busy  in  different 
phases  of  aid  work.  We  sent  in  $100  for 
aid  kits.  Our  evangelistic  meeting  began 
on  Oct.  31,  with  Sister  Goldie  Killion  of 
Peru,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist,  and  closed 
Nov.  13.  Our  Thanksgiving  service  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  24,  with  Bro. 
Holderread  as  the  speaker.  At  our  Decem- 
ber council  Guy  Cripe,  Noah  Shively  and 
Bruce  Young  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  They  and  their  wives  will  be  in- 
stalled to  office  at  a  later  meeting.  Our 
Christmas  play  was  presented  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18.  One  of  our  men  gave 
a  heifer  to  relief  and  our  men's  organiza- 
tion also  bought  one. — Mrs.  Mary  Young, 
North  Manchester,   Ind. 

Yellow  Creek. — The  young  people  held  a 
debate  one  Sunday  evening.  Our  ladies' 
aid  cooked  seventeen  gallons  of  apple 
butter  on  Oct.  5.  They  also  had  a  bazaar 
and  bake  sale  and  have  been  busy  quilting 
and  making  comforters.  Bro.  Charles 
Stouder,  Jr.,  of  the  Elkhart  Valley  church 
held  our  revival  Nov.  7-20.  Seven  persons 
were  baptized  and  one  was  reconsecrated. 
Our  communion  was  held  Nov.  21  with  Bro. 
Stouder  presiding.  Our  women  attended 
the  women's  rally  in  Nappanee  on  Nov.  17. 

Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  .  . 

This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  423.  Wanted:  Immediately,  depend- 
able, general  farm  hand,  capable  of  caring 
for  livestock,  and  handling  machinery. 
Prefer  Brethren  family.  References  neces- 
sary. Write:  Roscoe  Cobbs,  R.  5,  Hunting- 
ton,  Ind. 

No.  424.  Brethren  widow,  74  years  of 
age,  desires  middle-aged  Brethren  man  and 
wife  to  care  for  her  in  her  own  home. 
Write:  Mrs.  Fannie  R.  Lavell,  P.  O.  Box 
296,  Buchanan,  Va. 

No.  425.  Wanted :  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  426.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
help  on  Kansas  beef  cattle  farm.  $140  or 
more  according  to  ability.  Dwelling,  chick- 
en house  and  milk  furnished.  Three- 
fourths  mile  from  church.  Write:  O.  F. 
McGonigle,  Nickerson,  Kansas. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Bal- 
timore. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Suggested  reading  for  Lent .  .  . 

The  Bridge 

Arthur  Weniworih  Hewitt    $1.50 

In  vivid  phrases  are  pictured  the  terrible  reality  and  the 
pain  of  many  of  life's  experiences.  And  just  as  fearlessly 
the  source  of  hope  and  spiritual  triumph  is  pointed  out. 

These  Shared  His  Passion,  Cross  and  Power 

Edwin  M.  Poteat    $1.95 

A  one-volume  edition  of  three  well-known  books  formerly 
published  as  These  Shared  His  Passion,  These  Shared  His 
Cross,  and  These  Shared  His  Power. 

In  the  Light  of  the  Cross 

Harold  C.  Philips    $2.00 

An  illuminating  examination  of  the  sins  that  caused  Jesus 
to  be  crucified  and  still  call  for  the  redemption  of  the 
cross  today. 

Signs  of  Hope  in  a  Century  of  Despair 

Elton  Trueblood  $1.00 

Gives  evidence  that  our  time  may  be  a  flowering  time,  and 
that  right  in  the  middle  of  our  century  of  storm  there  are 
signs  of  a  new  and  powerful  reformation. 

The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

Walter  Thomas  Conner    $2.25 

A  discussion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Old  Testament  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  Spirit  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

The  Greatest  Story  Ever  Told 

Fulton  Oursler    $2.95 

A  brilliant  book  which  tells  the  story  of  Jesus  in  fiction 
form.  It  is  excellent  in  spirit  and  in  general  true  to  the 
Biblical  story. 

The  Scarlet  Lily 

Edward  Murphy    $1.00 

A  fictional  story  of  Mary  Magdalene  and  how  her  burning 
hatred  of  Jesus  changed  to  sincere  devotion  after  she  learned 
to  know  him. 

The  Robber 

Bertram  Brooker  $3.00 

A  novel  woven  around  the  experiences  of  Barabbas  during 
the  last  year  of  his  life.  Other  important  characters  of  that 
day  are  in  the  story. 


Mary 

Sholem  Asch 


$3.75 


30 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


The  simple  story  of  a  mother's  love  for  her  son— the  great 
story  of  the  mother  of  Jesus.  A  novel  of  unusual  merit. 

The  Robe 

Lloyd  C.  Douglas    $2.75 

The  story  of  Marcellus  Gallio,  the  Roman  tribune  who  cast 
lots  for  Jesus'  robe,  and  won. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
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The  children  presented  a  Thanksgiving 
program  on  Nov.  27.  At  the  Dec.  2  council 
meeting  we  elected  church  officers.  The 
young  people  presented  a  Christmas  play, 
Mimi  Lights  the  Candle,  on  Dec.  18.  The 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program 
on  Dec.  25.  Our  prayer  meeting  is  held 
each  Wednesday  evening  at  the  homes 
during  the  winter  months. — Mrs.  Hazel 
Weaver,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Iowa 
Ml.  Etna. — Prayer  service  and  Bible 
study  each  Wednesday  evening  are  well 
attended.  The  men  had  our  church  re- 
wired and  had  fluorescent  lights  installed. 
Our  community  rally  day  was  held  Oct.  6 
with  dinner  at  the  church.  Bro.  Gerald 
Rogers  of  Lenox  delivered  the  morning 
message  and  Rev.  Ed  Reimer  of  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  of  the  Mennonite  faith  brought  the 
message  in  the  afternoon.  The  Carl  and 
Mt.  Etna  Methodist  churches  and  the  Salem 
and  Mt.  Etna  churches  of  the  Brethren 
each  presented  a  special  number  of  music. 
A  mission  offering  was  taken  for  the  dis- 


trict mission  board,  which  amounted  to 
$146.  Several  of  our  men  put  the  roof  on 
the  parsonage  garage  on  Dec.  8.  George 
Cramer  and  Company,  a  Corning  decor- 
ator, ,  was  employed  by  Sister  Clara  Cum- 
mings  to  decorate  the  interior  of  the 
parsonage.  The  ladies'  aid  continues  to 
meet  regularly  with  an  increase  in  attend- 
ance and  have  contributed  to  all  the  wom- 
en's work  projects.  They  are  working  on 
comforts  for  relief  and  have  sent  170 
pounds  of  clothing  and  bedding  since 
March  1,  some  of  which  was  contributed 
by  the  Methodist  and  Free  Methodist 
churches.  Gifts  were  sent  to  the  shut-ins 
of  the  community  at  Christmas.  Dec.  11 
brought  to  a  close  a  very  successful  revival 
in  our  church.  The  meeting  was  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Howard  Keim,  Jr.,  of  South 
English  and  Bro.  Leo  Caskey  of  Lenox. 
Seven  persons  came  forward  in  this  meet- 
ing. Six  persons  were  baptized  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  18  and  one  was  received 
by  letter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18  with  our  pastor  presid- 
ing.— Grace  Mae  Davison,  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 


Widely  read  -  -  widely  acclaimed 

are    these    three    novels    with    Biblical    settings,    by 
Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson 


THE     BROTHER 

The  brother  is  James,  the  proud,  self-righteous, 
Law-abiding  Pharisee  who  was  the  brother 
of  Jesus.  The  story  relates  with  deep  penetra- 
tion and  sympathetic  insight  how  James  came 
to  understand,  through  years  of  inner  struggle 
and  outward  conflict,  that  Jesus  was  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  Law  to  which  he  was  devoted. 
Price,  $2.50. 


THE     HERDSMAN 

The  herdsman  around  whom  this  peculiarly 
appealing  narrative  is  woven  is  Amos,  the  sheep 
herder  and  prophet  of  Tekoa,  who  dared  to 
preach  social  justice  to  his  unscrupulous  and 
grasping  fellow-Hebrews  in  the  eighth  century 
B.  C,  in  an  age  which,  like  our  own,  saw  many 
social  inequalities  and  injustices  accepted  as  a 
matter  of  course.   Price,  $3.00. 


PRINCE    OF     EGYPT 

The  prince  is  the  slave-born  Hebrew  child, 
Moses,  who  grew  up  in  the  court  of  the 
Pharaoh  as  the  adopted  son  of  an  Egyptian 
princess.  Set  against  the  background  of  the 
unmatched  splendor  and  color  prevailing  at 
the  time  of  Egypt's  lushest  imperialism,  the 
struggle  of  Moses  as  he  identified  himself  with 
his  own  people  is  told  in  a  fascinating  manner. 
Price,  $3.50. 
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Kansas 

Quinier. — The  Burr  Oak  church  was  host 
to  the  Northwestern  Kansas  district  meet- 
ing Oct.  14  and  15.  John  Sheets  took  charge 
of  our  local  service  at  this  time.  At  the 
harvest  meeting  on  Oct.  23  a  basket  dinner 
was  enjoyed  with  services  both  morning 
and  afternoon.  A  good  offering  expressed 
our  appreciation  for  a  bountiful  harvest. 
Bro.  Earl  Frantz,  director  of  public  rela- 
tions at  McPherson  College,  has  visited  our 
church  and  community  in  the  interests  of 
the  college.  Both  the  youth  meeting  and 
the  regional  conference  were  well  attended 
by  our  members.  A  choir  has  been  or- 
ganized under  the  leadership  of  Wilmer 
Ikenberry  and  Mrs.  L.  Carl  Cox,  our  regu- 
lar organist.  Union  Thanksgiving  services 
were  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  offering  was  used  for  Bibles  for  Japan. 
The  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  J.  Wilburn  Lewal- 
len,  has  spent  some  time  at  the  Research 
hospital  in  Kansas  City  but  is  home  now 
and  is  somewhat  improved  in  health.  The 
primary  and  intermediate  departments  of 
the  church  school,  assisted  by  the  choir, 
presented  their  Christmas  program  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  18.  The  CBYF  presented 
a  Christmas  radio  program  on  Dec.  25  and 
Bro.  Clarence  McConkey  of  Denver,  Colo., 
delivered  the  New  Year's  message.  The 
women  continue  to  quilt,  tie  relief  com- 
forters and  send  clothing  to  New  Windsor. 
They  contributed  29  packages,  weighing 
200  pounds,  of  pieces  for  peace.  The  an- 
nual bazaar  and  food  sale  were  held  on 
Dec.  2.  A  new  rug  and  draperies  have  been 
purchased  for  the  parsonage  and  100  fold- 
ing chairs  have  been  ordered  for  the  din- 
ing hall.  A  New  Year's  oyster  stew  supper 
and  evening  of  fellowship  were  enjoyed  by 
a  large  group.  Universal  Week  of  Prayer 
services  have  been  held  in  the  Presby- 
terian, Methodist  and  Brethren  churches  of 
Quinter.  Our  DP  family,  consisting  of  five 
members,  will  be  with  us  soon  and  prep- 
arations are  being  made  to  welcome  them. 
— Mrs.  D.  Louis  Bowman,  Quinter,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Myersville.— Our  love  feast  was  observed 
on  World  Communion  Sunday.  Our  young 
people's  group,  including  some  of  their 
invited  friends,  motored  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  a  chartered  bus  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  historical  places.  Our  women's 
work  sponsored  the  presentation  of  the 
film.  The  African  Prince,  at  one  of  their 
recent  meetings.  Our  preaching  mission 
was  held  Nov.  27 — Dec.  4  with  Bro.  Earl 
M.  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  as  the 
guest  evangelist.  Several  of  our  lay  mem- 
bers contributed  their  time  and  labor  to 
the  construction  of  a  movable  baptistry  for 
our  church.  Our  dedication  service  for 
this  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  11 
and  at  the  same  time  two  new  members 
were  baptized.  The  annual  heart  sister 
Christmas  party  was  held  at  the  home 
of  our  pastor's  wife,  Sister  Pauline  Lind- 
say, in  Hagerstown.  A  social  hour  of  games 
and  revealing  of  sisters  through  the  ex- 
change of  gifts  was  enjoyed.  Refreshments 
were  served.  Our  Christmas  program  was 
presented  by  the  children's  department  on 
Dec.  22.— Jeanette  Rice,  Thurmont,  Md. 

Michigan 

Elmdale.— Several  of  our  folks  attended 
the  joint  Bible  institute  held  at  the  Thorn- 
apple  church  over  the  week  end  of  Oct.  29. 
Brethren  Chalmer  Faw  of  Chicago  and  S. 
B.  Wenger  of  Charlotte  were  the  guest 
speakers.  We  held  our  fall  love  feast  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  5.  Several  of  our 
young  people  took  part  in  the  Freeport 
WCTU  speech  contest  in  October.  We  met 
for  our  quarterly  business  meeting  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  8  with  Elder  Roy  Mc- 
Roberts  presiding.  The  Sunday-school 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program  on 
Christmas  morning.  We  held  a  watch-night 
service  at  the  church  on  New  Year's  Eve. 
Bro.  Glenn  Fruth  of  Woodland  was  the 
guest  speaker.— Mrs.  Ray  Wieland,  Free- 
port,  Mich. 
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Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


Missouri 

Warrensburg. — Nine  young  people  and 
our  pastor  and  his  wife  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  at  McPherson  in  No- 
vember. Our  communion  service  were  held 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  23,  With  Bro.  L.  A. 
Walker  in  charge,  assisted  by  Bro.  E.  A. 
Markey.  Six  new  members  were  received 
into  the  church  this  fall,  five  by  letter  and 
one  by  baptism.  This  fall  the  ladies  helped 
to  package  quilt  scraps  in  the  pieces  for 
peace  project.  They  did  this  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  city  council  of  church 
women.  The  junior  Sunday-school  pupils 
and  teachers  packed  a  box  of  food  for  a 
needy  family  at  Thanksgiving  time.  The 
young  people's  group  went  caroling  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18.  They  went  to  several 
nursing  homes,  the  county  home  and  to  the 
homes  of  friends  who  were  shut-ins.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  L.  A.  Walker,  who  is  also 
district  fieldman,  is  in  charge  of  a  new 
16mm  sound  projector  which  the  district 
has  bought.  Recently  the  picture,  My 
Name  Is  Han,  was  shown  at  our  church. 
The  first  church  night  of  the  season  was 
held  on  Dec.  4.  After  the  program  and 
supper,  the  group  met  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil. Our  annual  father  and  son  banquet 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  26.  One 
of  our  Sunday-school  youths,  James  Baile, 
was  awarded  the  American  Farmer  degree 
this  fall.  We  have  an  active  group  of 
young  people,  sponsored  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Turnbow,  with  our  pastor  as  as- 
sistant.— Mrs.  George  Scott,  Warrensburg, 
Mo. 

North  Dakota 

Ellison. — On  Nov.  6  the  annual  harvest 
meeting  was  held  with  Brethren  Charles 
Zook  of  Minot  and  Bro.  Byron  Snyder  of 
York  as  the  speakers.  Our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Mrs.  Roy  Santman,  was  ill 
for  a  while.  Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Flora, 
former  pastors,  visited  this  territory.  The 
annual  council  meeting  was  held  for  the 
election  of  officers  with  Bro.  E.  C.  Zook 
of  Cando  and  Zion  in  charge.  Quite  a  few 
of  the  Ellison  people  attended  the  harvest 
meeting  at  Cando  on  Nov.  20.  The  mem- 
bers are  again  asked  to  keep  a  Sunday- 
school  offering  box  this  winter  when  not 
able  to  attend  elsewhere.  This  will  be 
turned  in  next  spring  to  help  pay  expenses 
for  next  year.— Mrs.  Harley  Perich,  Ege- 
land,  N.  Dak. 

Ohio 

Canton,  Maple  Avenue. — On  Nov.  6  our 
pastor  brought  the  preparatory  message  at 
the  Paradise- Wooster  church  in  the  after- 
noon and  presided  at  the  communion  serv- 
ice in  the  evening.   On  the  evening  of  Nov. 
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6  the  Shilo  Baptist  junior  choir  presented 
a  musical  program  of  Negro  spirituals.  The 
church  auditorium  has  been  redecorated 
and  a  new  lighting  system  has  been  in- 
stalled. On  Nov.  10  our  women's  work  was 
host  to  the  women's  work  of  the  Center 
church.  The  women's  work  sold  J.  W. 
Fyock  products  and  received  a  coffee  urn. 
Six  members  have  been  taken  in  by  letter 
since  our  last  report.  One  dozen  chairs 
were  given  to  the  church  by  a  relative  of 
our  pastor  in  memory  of  her  husband  and 
the  adult  Bible  class  donated  six  chairs. 
On  Dec.  17  and  18  the  CBYF  winter  -rally 
met  at  our  church  with  James  Renz  and  T. 
Wayne  Rieman  as  the  speakers.  In  the 
evening  Jim  Low  showed  educational  pic- 
tures.— Plezzie  Maust  Myers,  Canton,  Ohio. 
Pleasant    View. — Bro.   Ray   O.    Shank    of 
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Whither  Thou  Goest  is  a 
novel  interpreting  Brethren 
life  from  the  viewpoint  of 
the  parsonage.  It  should  be 
in  your  home. 

Price,  $2.50 

Brethren  Publishing   House 
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Covington,  conducted  a  one-week  revival 
Oct.  2-9.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  four 
persons  were  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  16.  Ward 
Miller  and  Clyde  Koogler  were  installed  as 
deacons  on  Oct.  16.  Our  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  Nov.  16;  with  Rev.  Ira 
Jones  of  Lima  as  the  guest  speaker.  On 
Nov.  20  a  dedication  service  for  ten  babies 
was  held  by  Bro.  Edgar  G.  Petry.  In  the 
evening  we  had  a  community  hymn  fes- 
tival. Our  Thanksgiving  service  was  held 
Nov.  23.  We  will  have  our  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  Dec.  25  and  a  Christmas  party  for 
our  children  on  Dec.  29. — November  Driver, 
Lima,  Ohio. 
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•  Others  of  the  ninety  poems  may  be  new  to  most 
readers,  but  will  find  places  among  their  favorites. 

•  Still  others  will  make  their  individual  appeal 
according  to  the  interests  and  tastes  of  the  indi- 
vidual reader. 

•  All  are  representative  of  the  thinking  of  one 
who  knows  human  life  intimately— the  author  is  a 
pastor's  wife — and  has  found  the  good  in  it. 
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If  the 

World 

Will 

Pray 


Eva  Luoma 


AS  YOUTH  look  upward  there  are  many  things  which  come  easily  between  them  and 
God.  Their  view  of  him  may  be  obscured  by  increasing  concerns  about  education, 
jobs,  housing,  marriage,  family,  A-bombs,  H-bombs,  the  purposes  of  life  and  the  directions 
of  civilization. 

But  if  they  will  pray  and  wait  for  God  to  talk  to  them,  the  obscurities  can  be  les- 
sened. If  all  the  world  will  pray  on  this  World's  Day  of  Prayer  and  on  all  other  days, 
the  sun  can  rise  rather  than  set  over  the  future. 
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Discrimination  based  on  "color, 
race  or  nationality"  in  the  member- 
ship of  all  college  organizations  has 
been  banned  by  a  vote  of  the  Har- 
vard University  student  council. 

Six  Japanese  technicians  are  train- 
ing an  initial  group  of  300  Indian 
refugees  for  new  jobs.  The  Nehru 
government  invited  them  for  in- 
struction in  cottage  industries,  the 
making  of  toys,  laces,  soaps,  knitting 
needles,  varnishes  and  bamboo  ar- 
ticles. (WP) 

Dr.  Rajendra  Prasad,  who  has  been 
described  as  the  first  and  closest  of 
Gandhi's  disciples,  was  inaugurated 
on  Jan.  21  as  the  first  president  of 
the  Indian  republic.  He  will  serve 
a  five-year  term  and  may  be  re- 
elected. Simple  and  self-effacing,  he 
works  a  spinning  wheel  as  Gandhi 
did. 

Norway's  project  to  raise  a  memo- 
rial in  Israel  to  the  twenty-seven 
Jewish  refugee  children  killed  in  a 
plane  crash  near  Oslo  has  become 
an  international  exchange  of  good- 
will. In  a  national  drive  Norwegians 
have  already  received  guarantees  for 
eighteen  of  the  thirty  buildings  they 
are  contributing  to  a  pioneer  farm 
colony  in  Israel.  The  Israeli  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  knowing  of  the  short- 
age of  citrus  fruits  in  Norway,  is 
shipping  1,000  cases  of  oranges  to 
Norwegian  school  children.   (WP) 


To  encourage  young  artists  to 
study  rural  surroundings  the  govern- 
ment of  India  has  established  eight 
scholarships.  The  recipients  agree 
to  live  for  three  months  in  a  village 
not  less  than  five  miles  from  the 
nearest  railway  station  and  ten  miles 
from  the  nearest  town.  (WP) 

A  six-week  summer  workshop  in 
education  has  been  planned  by  the 
University  of  Maryland  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  French  ministry  of 
education.  The  workshop  will  be 
held  at  Sevres,  France,  a  suburb  of 
Paris.  Those  taking  the  course  will 
earn  six  hours  of  credit  in  education. 

Nomadelfia,  city  of  love  and  broth- 
erhood, has  come  into  being  in  a 
former  concentration  camp  in  Italy 
because  of  the  dream  and  tireless 
work  of  Father  Zino  Saltini.  The 
former  lawyer  gathered  the  home- 
less children  around  Modena,  Italy, 
together  and  then  appealed  for  food 
and  money  for  their  care.  When  the 
concentration  camp  was  evacuated 
he  and  his  children  and  young  peo- 
ple moved  in  and  cleaned  up  the 
barracks,  put  up  workshops  and 
schools  and  built  family-style  hous- 
es. The  uniqueness  of  Nomadelfia 
lies  in  its  being  built  on  family  units. 
The  children  are  divided  into  small 
groups  under  the  care  of  a  young 
girl  who  is  giving  her  life  to  this 
work.  (WP) 


If  Not  This,  Then  What? 


It  is  now  abundantly  evident  that  mil- 
lions of  the  most  thoughtful  people  in  the 
United  States  are  deeply  convinced  that 
something  must  be  done  to  relieve  the 
exceedingly  bad  situation  which  has  arisen 
out  of  the  custom  of  using  alcoholic  bever- 
ages and  the  conduct  of  the  traffic  which 
serves  that  custom. 

Further  presentation  of  the  case  is  hardly 
needed.  Drunkenness,  as  indicated  by  ar- 
rests, is  at  least  twice  as  prevalent  as  it 
was  in  the  first  year  of  repeal  of  national 
prohibition.  Drunken  driving  and  the  mur- 
derously reckless  driving  which  so  fre- 
quently results  from  drinking  short  of 
drunkenness  is  so  prevalent  as  to  have 
forced  itself  upon  the  attention  of  every 
responsible  person  who  uses  an  automo- 
bile. Our  jails  are  overflowing;  half  of 
all  the  time  of  our  police  departments  is 
concerned  with  drunkenness  and  more 
serious  offenses  connected  with  drinking. 
The  American  press,  with  a  fidelity  to  its 
reportorial  duty  beyond  all  praise,  is  filling 
the  columns  across  the  nation  with  news 
stories  of  the  most  shocking  brutality  to 
women  and  children,  directly  due  to  the 
consumption  of  beer,  wine  or  whisky.  In- 
cidents of  the  most  disturbing  character 
have  happened  in  collegiate  institutions 
of  the  highest  standing  and  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Experienced  edu- 
cators are  raising  the  question  whether 
or  not  the   young  people  in   their   charge 


are  being  systematically  exploited  to  their 
own  damage. 

But  why  should  the  bill  of  specifications 
be  drawn  out  ad  infinitum?  The  case  is 
proven:    Something  must  be  done. 

The  question  is  what? 

We  have  had  an  experience  with  nation- 
al prohibition  which  developed  one  most 
unhappy  aspect:  the  determination  of  a 
minority  to  sabotage  its  enforcement.  But 
even  the  people  who  co-operated  with  the 
underworld  in  the  destruction  of  the  law 
by  participating  in  its  violation  and  inciting 
others  to  its  violation,  surely  don't  now 
take  the  position  that  nothing  must  be  done 
to  limit  the  ravages  of  alcohol  among  our 
population. 

Very  well,  since  something  must  be  done, 
a  proposal  has  been  made  in  the  form 
of  the  Longer  Bill  to  deprive  the  liquor 
traffic  of  some  of  the  facilities  of  promotion 
of  the  use  of  their  product.  A  mild  pro- 
posal, certainly,  and  one  which  has  the 
support  of  many,  many  people  who  would 
disavow  designation  as  "Drys." 

If  this  proposal  is  to  be  rejected,  in 
what  other  direction  can  we  turn  at  the 
moment  for  relief?  Relief  there  will  be — 
make  no  mistake  about  that.  More  than 
fifty  millions  of  people  are  firmly  demand- 
ing it  and  other  millions  stand  by  in  sup- 
port. 

— The   Clipsheet. 


Around  the  World 


in  PRAYER 


Russell   Greene  West 

Pastor,  Pampa  church,  Texas 


God  needs  not  iteration  nor  vain  cries: 
That  man  communion  with  his  God  might 

share 
Below,    Christ    gave    the    ordinance    of 

prayer; 
Vague  bambages,  and  witless  ecstasies. 
Avail  not:  ere  a  voice  to  prayer  be  given 
The  heart  should  rise  on  wings  of  love  to 

heaven. 

— Sir  Aubrey  de   Vere 


Courtesy  Saturday  Evening  Post 


THE  promotion  of  an  annual 
world  day  of  prayer  among 
God's  people  is  the  natural 
outgrowth  of  the  times  in  which 
we  are  living.  It  has  come  upon 
us  in  the  fullness  of  time  like  the 
blossom  to  a  flower,  the  birth  of 
a  new  child  or  the  breaking  of 
springtime.  The  need  for  such  a 
day  was  imperative  and  its  com- 
ing inevitable. 

We  passed  through  a  long  pe- 
riod of  time  in  which  we  con- 
cerned ourselves  largely  with  de- 
nominational loyalties  and  in  the 
establishment  of  deep  convic- 
tions and  sound  doctrines.  But 
today,  while  building  upon  these 
eternal  foundations,  we  must  lift 


up  the  world-wide  aspect  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

In  the  days  of  Nehemiah  each 
separate  tribe  was  set  apart  to 
build  up  its  section  of  the  wall. 
But  regardless  of  how  well  each 
tribe  had  constructed  its  sector, 
the  plan  of  God  was  incomplete. 
There  came  a  time,  as  recorded 
in  Neh.  4:6,  when  the  work  of 
each  separate  group  was  joined 
together  into  a  finished  structure. 
Even  so,  in  the  years  gone  by  we 
have  built  up  little  segments  of 
brotherhood  all  over  the  world. 
Today  we  must  join  them  to- 
gether into  the  brotherhood  of 
man  under  the  Fatherhood  of 
God. 


As  we  thus  approach  the  world 
day  of  prayer  for  1950 — the  mid- 
dle of  the  twentieth  century — 
there  are  three  things  for  which 
I  would  like  to  suggest  we  pray. 

That  the  day  may  bring  us  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  all. 

I  can  think  of  nothing  more 
imperative  just  now  than  for  all 
of  God's  people  to  kneel  before 
him  in  humble  penitence  and 
earnest  prayer.  We  all  need  to 
repent  humbly  for  any  part  we 
may  have  had  in  the  secularism 
and  materialism  of  our  day. 
There  is  abroad  in  the  world  to- 
day a  tendency  to  rely  upon  hu- 
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man  wisdom,  learning,  resources 
and  achievements.  The  highways 
of  human  relationships  are  about 
all  jammed  up  with  such  atti- 
tudes as  our  so-called  "get  tough" 
policies.  What  we  need  now,  as 
God's  people,  is  to  seek  his  Spirit, 
wisdom  and  guidance  for  the 
critical  age  in  which  we  live. 

As  I  understand  it,  this  is  not 
to  be  merely  a  day  of  reflection 
and  meditation,  but  a  day  of 
earnest  prayer  to  God.  If  we  are 
ever  to  come  to  "the  golden  age" 
of  righteousness,  brotherhood 
and  peace,  we  are  most  likely  to 
arrive  there  through  "the  golden 
gate  of  prayer."  Therefore,  let 
this  be  a  day  of  turning  to  God. 

That  the  day  may  bring  us  all  to- 
gether as  God's  redeemed  chil- 
dren. 

If  there  is  a  bright  ray  of  hope 
on  our  world  horizon  today  it  is 
most  likely  the  glow  that  comes 
from  the  determination  of  God's 
people  to  get  together  in  Chris- 
tian love  and  co-operation.  The 
very  fact  that  we  can  have  a 
World  Day  of  Prayer,  a  World 
Council  of  Churches,  and  a  thou- 
sand other  movements  in  the 
field  of  goodwill  and  co-operation 
is  cause  for  universal  rejoicing. 

The  New  Testament  is  simply 
filled  with  evidence  that  God 
wants  his  people  to  live  in  unity, 
love  and  co-operation.  After  all, 
there  is  but  one  body  in  Christ. 
This  body  is  made  up  of  re- 
deemed people  everywhere,  peo- 
ple who  through  regeneration 
have  been  born  again  and  made 
new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus. 
This  body  is  universal,  breaking 
across  all  man-made  boundary 
lines.  The  pleas  of  Jesus  in  John 
13  that  we  love  one  another,  his 
earnest  prayer  in  John  17  that  we 
all  be  united  in  one,  the  constant 
anxiety  of  Paul  lest  there  be  di- 
visions in  the  church  —  how 
strange  that  so  long  we  restricted 
their  application  to  the  confines 
of  our  own  denomination,  and 
every  other  denomination  was 
content  to  do  the  same! 


True,  the  closest  and  richest 
Christian  fellowship  will  always 
be  found  in  the  local  congrega- 
tions, but  to  me  it  is  a  source  of 
eternal  joy  to  know  that  I  am  a 
member  of  the  universal  body  of 
Christ  and  that  as  such  it  be- 
comes my  sacred  privilege  to 
help  promote  unity,  love,  co-op- 
eration and  a  better  understand- 
ing among  God's  people  around 
the  world.  May  this  world  day 
of  prayer  make  way  for  new  ad- 
vances toward  that  "one  fellow- 
ship in  Christ  Jesus." 

That  the  day  may  bring  us  to  the 
will  of  God  as  revealed  in 
Christ. 

No  man  can  hope  for  answered 
prayer  apart  from  the  revealed 
will  of  God.  Neither  can  any  one 
hope  to  know  the  will  of  God 
apart  from  the  life  and  teachings 
of  Christ.  Most  of  us  believe  that 
God  has  a  plan  for  our  personal 
living  and  for  our  world-wide 
problems.  But  it  simplifies  our 
search  to  know  that  God's  will, 
his  plan,  will  not  be  found  out- 


side of  Christ.  For  our  day,  and 
for  every  day,  he  is  the  way,  the 
truth  and  the  life.  Is  yours  a  per- 
sonal problem?  Then  Christ  is 
the  answer.  Is  our  problem  so- 
cial, moral,  spiritual,  economic, 
interracial,  international?  Then 
Christ  is  the  way  out. 

How  utterly  indispensable  are 
his  teachings  for  a  world  like 
ours!  Let  us  look  at  just  a  few 
of  them.  Love  God  with  all  your 
heart.  Love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.  Love  your  enemies. 
Forgive  seventy  times  seven. 
Love  one  another  even  as  I  have 
loved  you.  A  soul  is  worth 
more  than  all  the  world.  God 
loves  sinners.  God  loves  every- 
body. God  is  our  loving  heavenly 
Father.  We  are  his  children.  We 
ought  to  be  brothers.  Sin  is  dis- 
obeying God,  either  doing  what 
he  forbids,  or  disregarding  what 
he  commands.  All  men  are  sin- 
ners. No  man  can  save  himself 
from  sin.  Salvation  from  sin  and 
the  gift  of  eternal  life  come  as 
gifts  of  God  to  those  who  accept 
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The  First  Prayer  in  Congress 

OLORD,  our  heavenly  Father,  high  and  mighty  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  dost  from  thy  throne  behold 
all  the  dwellers  on  earth  and  reignest  with  power  su- 
preme and  uncontrolled  over  all  kingdoms,  empires  and  gov- 
ernments, look  down  in  mercy,  we  beseech  thee,  on  these 
American  States,  who  have  fled  to  thee  from  the  rod  of  the 
oppressor  and  thrown  themselves  on  thy  gracious  protection, 
desiring  to  be  henceforth  dependent  only  on  thee.  To  thee  they 
have  appealed  for  the  righteousness  of  their  cause.  To  thee  do 
they  now  look  up  for  that  countenance  and  support  which  thou 
alone  canst  give.  Take  them,  therefore,  heavenly  Father,  under 
thy  nurturing  care,  give  them  wisdom  in  council  and  valor  in 
the  field,  defeat  the  malicious  designs  of  our  cruel  adversaries, 
convince  them  of  the  unrighteousness  of  their  cause,  O  God  of 
Wisdom,  and  direct  the  councils  of  this  honorable  assembly. 
Enable  them  to  settle  things  on  the  best  and  surest  foundation 
that  the  scene  of  blood  may  be  speedily  closed,  that  order, 
harmony  and  peace  may  be  effectually  restored  and  truth  and 
justice,  religion  and  piety  prevail  and  flourish  amongst  thy 
people.  Preserve  the  health  of  their  bodies  and  the  vigor  of 
their  minds,  shower  down  on  them,  and  the  millions  they  are 
here  to  represent,  such  temporal  blessings  as  thou  seest  ex- 
pedient for  them  in  this  world  and  crown  them  with  everlasting 
glory  in  the  world  to  come.  All  this  we  ask  in  the  name  and 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son,  our  Savior.   Amen. 

In  Teachers'  Military  Journal,  under  date  of  December  1777,  is  found  a  note 
containing  the  identical  first  prayer  in  Congress,  made  by  Rev.  Jacob  Duche, 
a  gentleman  of  great  eloquence.    Here  it  is — an  historical  curiosity. 


Christ  as  their  personal  Savior,     who  seek  always  to  obey  his  will,     us  come  boldly  in  the  name  of 


repent  of  their  sins,  and  are  bap- 
tized into  the  fellowship  of  God's 
redeemed.  This  gospel  must  be 
preached  to  all  the  world.  God 
gives  the  Holy  Spirit  to  those 


As  we  come,  therefore,  to  this 
world  day  of  prayer,  let  us  come 
in  the  name  of  the  one  who  never 
took  a  single  step  in  any  direc- 
tion outside  the  will  of  God.  Let 


him  who  taught  that  when  we 
pray  we  should  say  to  the  Father, 
"Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will 
be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heav- 
en." 


EDITORIAL 


On  My  Desk 

ON  MY  desk  facing  me  dur- 
ing all  my  working  hours 
are  three  pictures.  At  the 
left  is  Hofmann's  painting  of  the 
face  of  Christ.  He  portrays  Christ 
at  the  moment  when  he  looked 
with  a  mingling  of  hope  and  ap- 
prehension at  the  rich  young  rul- 
er whom  he  loved  deeply.  The 
promising  youth  was  having 
trouble  to  clarify  his  values. 
Could  it  be  that  money  or  power 
or  position  would  come  between 
him  and  Christ? 

Christ  looked  upon  the  trou- 
bled man  with  tender  and  en- 
treating love.  The  picture  does 
not  show  the  young  man.  He 
might  be  any  man.  He  might  be 
a  Brethren.  He  might  be  a  min- 
ister. He  might  be  me. 

Christ  keeps  on  looking  and 
waiting. 

JM  ext  to  this  picture  is  Sallman's 
face  of  Christ.  It  too  is  a  strong 
face.  On  it  there  is  no  question, 
only  assurance. 

Sallman  pictured  Christ  with 
his  eyes  lifted.  They  see  far 
down  the  future.  They  overlook 
the  centuries;  they  see  past  1950, 
past  2,000,  up  to  the  end  of  time 
whenever  that  will  be.  This  face 
portrays  the  spirit  of  the  man 
who  set  his  followers  to  praying, 
"Thy  kingdom  come."  In  these 
eyes  there  is  victory,  not  defeat. 

This  Christ  too  keeps  on  look- 
ing. When  will  the  victory  come? 

lo  the  right  of  both  of  these 
pictures  is  the  picture  of  Al- 
brecht  Durer's  Praying  Hands. 
They  are  upraised  in  the  direc- 


tion of  this  victorious  and  this 
expectant  Christ. 

Diirer  pictures  hands  which 
are  work  lined.  They  are  not  dis- 
couraged hands;  though  they 
have  worked  much  they  are  not 
tired  hands.  They  express  en- 
treaty, worship  and  confidence. 

They  seem  to  be  offering  some- 
thing: the  owner  of  the  hands. 
They  are  offering  the  service  of 
these  hands  and  this  heart  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Master,  for 
kingdom  enterprises.  They  are 
praying  that  the  kingdom  might 
come  and  that  these  hands  might 
be  useful  in  helping  it  to  come. 

I  ictures  like  these  can  help  an 
editor  as  he  carries  on  his  work 
from  day  to  day;  they  can  help 
anyone  who  is  willing  to  be 
helped. 

It  seems  to  this  writer  that  if, 
on  the  World  Day  of  Prayer, 
there  could  be  an  earnest  offering 
of  individual  hearts  everywhere 
to  the  Master  for  his  cleansing 


and  of  individual  hands  for  his 
service,  we  would  not  need  to 
worry  about  the  future. 

Christ  is  Lord  of  life  and  Lord 
of  the  future.  He  waits  and 
yearns  for  followers  and  serv- 
ants who  will  go  forward  with 
him  victoriously  into  the  king- 
dom for  which  he  laid  down  his 
life. 

How  shall  we  pray  on  this 
World's  Day  of  Prayer? 

A  Good  Quotation 

YOU  will  never  bury  the 
hatchet  as  long  as  you  are 
in  the  hair  splitting  busi- 
ness." This  seems  like  a  good 
piece  of  information  for  people 
in  almost  any  profession.  It  has 
application  for  ministers  and  re- 
ligious workers  as  well  as  for 
any  other  group. 

Hair  splitting  was  not  among 
the  virtues  which  Paul  enumer- 
ated when  he  was  setting  forth 
the  ideals  toward  which  Chris- 
tians should  grow  and  the  char- 
acteristics they  should  manifest 
and  practice. 

Love  and  forgiveness  are  bet- 
ter attributes  than  hair  splitting! 

I   Have  Kept  the  Faith 

IN  THE  beginning  of  the  life 
of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  he  had 
felt  great  reverence  for  what 
he  termed  The  Faith.  He  thought 
that  it  had  to  be  "kept"  or  pro- 
tected. He  was  willing  to  pun- 
ish people  who  seemed  to  him 
to  be  changing  the  faith.  He 
shed  the  blood  of  many  in  or- 
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der  that  the  faith  might  be  kept. 

Then  one  surprising  day,  Saul 
discovered  that  that  is  not  the 
way  to  keep  the  faith.  He  learned 
that  one  cannot  keep  the  faith 
by  beating  other  people  down  or 
destroying  them.  That  destroys 
the  faith  rather  than  keeps  it. 

So  Paul  set  out  to  proclaim 
the  faith  in  love.  Other  people 
beat  him  down.  He  carried  on 
his  body  many  stripes.  But  he 
inflicted  no  more  stripes. 


When  his  body  was  marked 
deeply  and  his  life  was  about 
run,  from  a  prison  of  suffering, 
he  said,  "I  have  kept  the  faith." 

We  get  mixed  up,  too,  just  as 
Saul  did.  We  sometimes  think 
we  must  defend  the  faith  by 
hurting  people.  That  never 
works. 

We,  too,  can  keep  the  faith 
when  we  are  willing  to  live  it, 
to  proclaim  it  and,  if  need  be, 
to  suffer  or  even  to  die  for  it. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


A  Holy  Year  for  the 
Catholics 

WITH  great  ceremony  four  holy 
doors  were  opened  by  the 
Pope  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  giving  entrance  to  the  four  pa- 
triarchal basilicas  in  Rome.  Thus  be- 
gan a  holy  year  for  the  Catholics. 

These  holy  years  mean  much  to 
them.  Since  Catholics  number  a  sig- 
nificant percentage  of  total  Christen- 
dom and  -are  exerting  a  wider  and 
sharper  influence  in  world  affairs 
with  each  passing  year,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  Protestants  and  others  be- 
come more  interested  and  informed 
about  Catholic  belief  and  practice. 

During  the  holy  year,  1950,  it  is 
planned  that  1,048  pilgrimages  from 
forty-three  countries  will  be  con- 
ducted to  Rome.  More  than  3,000,000 
visitors  are  anticipated.  This  will  be 
a  good  year  for  transport  and  hotel 
people. 

The  Catholics  have  called  this 
'The  Year  of  the  Great  Return  and 
the  Great  Pardon."  Catholics  who 
visit  the  basilicas  this  year  will  mer- 
it as  a  special  jubilee  indulgence  the 
remission  of  all  temporal  punish- 
ment due  to  sin.  Furthermore,  cer- 
tain significant  pronouncements  will 
probably  be  made  by  the  Pope  this 
year. 

He  may  define  the  "Dogma  of  the 
Assumption."  If  so,  it  will  hence- 
forth be  gospel  that  Mary,  the  moth- 
er, was  assumed  bodily  into  heaven. 
The  Pope  may  also  make  it  "truth" 
instead  of  "rumor"  that  the  Apostle 
Peter  was  actually  buried  beneath 
the  great  church  in  Rome  which 
bears  his  name.  It  is  anticipated  also 
that  there  will  be  more  than  a  score 
of  canonizations  and  beauiifications 
during  the  year. 
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Protestants  understand  little  of 
these  things.  It  would  be  helpful  to 
them  if  they  could  understand  more 
about  them  and  why  Protestants  do 
not  have  them. 

An  article  of  this  length  cannot  be- 
gin to  examine  the  differences  be- 
tween Protestant  and  Catholic  reli- 
gious concepts.  It  can  only  point  out 
that  as  a  basic  concept  the  Catholics 
accept  the  church  as  an  extension  of 
God  and  of  God's  will  unto  the 
world.  They  believe  that  as  supreme 
pontiff,  the  Pope,  when  he  speaks  in 
the  name  of  the  church,  speaks  the 
very  words  and  will  of  God;  his 
words  at  such  times  can  have  in 
them  no  error.  If  he  says,  for  in- 
stance, that  Mary's  body  was  as- 
sumed into  heaven,  then  it  was.  God 
protects  his  church  and  the  pontiff 
from  error. 

Since  the  church  is  the  expression 
of  God's  will  in  the  world  and  since 
God  protects  it  from  error,  the  Cath- 
olics are  willing  to  accept  it  as  com- 
pletely authoritarian.  Who  among 
them  would  wish  to  change  or  modi- 
fy the  very  words  of  God?  This  be- 
lief releases  them  from  continuous 
inquiry  concerning  spiritual  matters 
and  gives  them  a  sense  of  spiritual 
security  and  finality  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  achieved. 

Protestants,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
gard the  church  very  differently.  To 
them  it  is  a  body  of  disciples,  a  fel- 
lowship of  learners.  They  believe 
that  imputing  to  any  one  person  the 
right  to  speak  with  finality  for  God 
deadens  other  men's  spiritual  quest 
and  growth.  They  believe  such  a 
concept  of  God  is  stultifying,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  Father  God  who  wishes 
to  speak  directly  to  the  hearts  of  all 
of  his  children. 

These  differences  may  never  be 
bridged.  Some  hearts  yearn  for  au- 
foritarianism;  it  is  easy.  Other  hearts 


yearn  for  questing  and  growth;  it  is 
much  harder.  God  likely  is  compre- 
hending and  loving  enough  to  under- 
stand both. 

There  is  an  important  aspect  of 
these  differences  which  should  be 
looked  at,  however.  Two  authoritar- 
ian powers,  Catholicism  and  commu- 
nism are  coming  more  and  more 
sharply  into  conflict  with  each  pass- 
ing moment.  As  they  rub  up  against 
each  other  increasingly  in  numerous 
geographic  spots  in  the  world  and  as 
they  sharpen  their  ideological  con- 
flict everywhere  in  the  world,  the 
danger  of  a  death- dealing  explosion 
increases.  Protestantism  stands  more 
or  less  in  the  middle  and  consequent- 
ly has  a  very  significant  influence. 

Though  Catholicism  is  a  religious 
authoritarianism  and  communism  is 
a  social  dictatorship,  they  share  cer- 
tain aspects  of  absolutism  which 
bring  them  into  sharp  conflict.  One 
of  these  is  easily  recognizable;  it 
strikes  at  a  tender  spot,  the  pocket- 
book.  Both  claim  ownership  of  land. 
The  church  is  unwilling  for  its  vast 
acreages  to  be  divided  or  communal- 
ly owned  as  is  the  communist  prac- 
tice. 

It  has  been  customary  through  the 
ages  to  conduct  war  over  land  own- 
ership. Little  thought  has  ever  been 
given  to  the  fact  that  those  who  bled 
or  died  in  the  conflict  did  not  hold 
much  land  either  before  it  began  or 
after  it  ended! 

There  are  other  points  at  which 
these  two  author  it  arianisms  conflict: 
where  and  how  can  we  worship? 
how  can  one  train  his  children? 
marriage  practices,  etc. 

Each  side  courts  adherents.  If  a 
war  is  to  ensue  between  them,  num- 
bers and  resources  are  important. 
Already  the  Pope  has  publicly  in- 
vited the  Protestants  to  return  to  the 
"true  church"  during  this  holy  year. 
The  communists,  likewise,  have  been 
seeking  expansion  among  all  groups 
for  more  than  a  decade. 

A  war  between  these  two  totali- 
tarian regimes  would  be  called  a 
"holy  war."  It  would  not  at  all  solve 
the  chief  problem  for  thai  is  authori- 
tarianism or  totalitarianism  itself; 
rather  it  would  only  enhance  it.  We 
would  end  up  in  a  dark  age  in  which 
there  would  remain  little  of  the 
abundant  life  either  spiritually  or 
otherwise. 

The  Protestants  hold  a  key  hand, 
it  seems  to  this  writer.  They  should 
keep  on  praying  and  working.  They 
should  not  move  quickly  in  a  wrong 
direction.  They  have  a  gospel  to 
preach  to  both  authoritarianisms. 
God  can  use  them  if  they  are  willing 
to  be  used. 


Can  the 
Preacher 

Be 
Saved? 


X.  L.  Coppock 

Pastor,  Independence,   Kansas 


IT  IS  an  old  story  that  the 
day  of  popularity  for  the 
preacher  has  waned.  In  times 
past  the  preacher  and  the  school- 
teacher were  the  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  the  community. 
They  taught,  preached  and  edu- 
cated from  chancel  and  platform. 
They  were  called  upon  many 
times  for  counseling.  In  addi- 
tion, the  preacher  often  took 
baskets  of  food  to  the  less  for- 
tunate, the  funds  likely  coming 
from  what  we  called  the  poor 
fund  of  the  church,  from  friends 
or  from  his  own  larder.  This  op- 
portunity of  service  is  now  left 
to  benevolent  organizations  oth- 
er than  the  church. 

It  was  not  so  necessary  in 
times  past  that  the  preacher 
wear  himself  out  during  the 
week  drumming  up  a  congrega- 
tion for  Sunday.  When  he  arose 
to  speak  at  the  church  they  were 
there  awaiting  his  message. 
Church  was  almost  the  only 
place  people  had  to  go  in  those 
days.  Many  went  for  other  pur- 
poses than  worship,  perhaps  to 
see  a  neighbor  to  whom  he  could 
not  phone  about  help  the  next 
week.  I  have  heard  ladies  say 
they  could  hardly  wait  for  Sun- 


day to  have  some  place  to  go  to 
wear  their  new  clothing;  this 
place  was  church.  These  motives 
might  not  have  been  good  ones 
for  church  attendance  but  the 
people  were  there  to  help  make 
an  audience  for  the  preacher. 
They  received  the  message  and 
often  become  members  of  the 
church.  I  would  not  object  if 
a  hundred  or  two  extra  would 
come  to  our  church  next  Sun- 
day even  if  the  motives  were  not 
the  best;  I  would  make  an  effort 
to  reward  their  coming  with  an 
inspirational  message. 

But  as  time  moved  on  more 
opposition  arose  for  the  strug- 
gling preacher.  The  community 
became  filled  with  organizations 
of  various  kinds  for  many  pur- 
poses. None  of  them  can  be  crit- 
icized seriously,  but  all  of  them 
bid  for  time,  talent  and  sub- 
stance, and  this  fact  has  not 
made  it  any  easier  for  the 
preacher.  He  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge and  added  to  the  church 
program  a  multiplicity  of  auxil- 
iaries that  also  demand  time,  tal- 
ent and  substance.  He  has  varied 
his  service  from  continuous 
preaching  to  the  use  of  pictures, 
plays,  pageants,  pantomimes,  or- 


gan recitals,  oratory,  feasts  and 
festivals.  For  the  most  part, 
these  are  all  good,  but  it  does 
not  solve  the  preacher's  problem 
of  saving  himself  as  a  necessary 
professional  leader  in  society. 
Other  organizations  can  do  all 
these  things  too,  and  even  bet- 
ter. As  a  professional  leader  the 
preacher  is  losing  ground. 

We  did  have  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  a  distinctive  of- 
fice we  called  the  eldership.  We 
still  have  the  office  but,  with  an 
exception  or  two,  the  distinction 
or  specific  duties  of  such  an  of- 
fice have  gone.  Recently  I  asked 
an  administrator  who  had  or- 
dained a  young  minister  to  the 
eldership  what  he  said  to  him. 
The  administrator  said  that 
there  was  not  much  to  say.  In 
the  past  I  have  endeavored,  with 
a  few  helpers  and  candles,  to 
make  an  impressive  service  of 
the  ordination  of  an  elder.  But 
like  the  other  brother,  I  have 
lost  my  speech.  What  shall  I 
say  now  that  will  increase  his 
opportunity  of  service  and  pro- 
tect his  professional  and  sacred 
office  as  a  minister  and  elder? 
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Ministers  and  laymen  can  offi- 
cially do  almost  everything  I 
might  say  to  him  regarding  his 
new  obligation  as  elder.  Not 
quite  all,  but  is  there  enough  left 
to  justify  the  existence  of  the 
office?  I  am  not  objecting,  not 
even  criticizing  the  recent  move- 
ments in  the  church  that  have 
brought  this  to  pass.  I  am  also 
recognizing  the  ability  of  lay- 
men and  women  to  dispense 
these  obligations  as  efficiently 
as  once  the  elders  did.  I  am  just 
wondering  about  saving  the 
preacher.  I  wish  someone  who 
can  wisely  state  it  would  send 
a  query  to  Annual  Conference 
asking  what  is  the  excuse  for 
the  ordination  of  an  elder. 

In  the  very  thought-provoking 
article  of  Mr.  Trueblood's  in  the 
Messenger  columns  of  August  13, 
he  accuses  the  preacher,  with 
the  aid  of  the  choir,  of  stealing 
the  whole  show  and  at  the  close 
of  the  sermon  going  to  the  exit 
to  hear  the  nice  things  folks  have 
to  say  about  the  sermon  or  serv- 
ice. This  is  a  little  rough  on  the 
preacher,  is  it  not?  Most  pas- 
tors know  that  it  is  not  always 
nice  things  which  are  said  at  the 
exit.  Some  of  my  sermons  have 
been  torn  into  so  many  pieces 
there  that  I  have  never  tried  to 
put   them   together   again. 

I  do  not  think  that  saving  the 
preacher  is  a  hopeless  cause.  But 
I  do  think  if  he  is  saved  he  must 
save  himself.  Every  platform 
and  parlor  now  has  a  speaker, 
but  the  preacher  has  the  most 
significant  message  of  all,  the 
gospel  of  victory.  He  is  the  only 
professional  man  especially  con- 
secrated to  proclaim  this  mes- 
sage. If  he  departs  too  far  from 
it  he  is  a  lost  preacher.  My 
neighbor  recently  said,  "My 
preacher  preaches  the  gospel;  I 
can  read  books  at  home."  In 
the  sickroom  or  when  life  ends, 
the  preacher  is  called  upon;  he 
has  no  professional  competition 
in  this  field  of  opportunity.  His 
commission  is  not  as  wide  as  we 
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Just  a  Minute  .  .  . 
DeWitt  L.  Miller 

Washington,  D.   C. 

JUST  a  minute  there.  I  know 
you  are  busy  but  I  would 
like  to  have  two  minutes  of 
your  time.  It  is  very  important. 
Thanks. 

In  light  of  the  needs,  physical 
and  spiritual,  do  you  think  the 
program  of  the  church — the  pro- 
gram of  the  kingdom  of  God  on 
earth  —  is  too  big?  Of  course, 
you  don't,  and  I  don't  either, 
when  it  is  put  that  way.  The 
forces  of  righteousness  need 
more  resources,  not  less,  with 
which  to  oppose  evil  and  carry 
on  a  positive,  aggressive  pro- 
gram. You'd  agree  to  that, 
wouldn't  you?  Of  course,  you 
would.  So  would  I.  That  is  why 
I  felt  so  good  when  I  found  out 
the  church  had  given  more  mon- 
ey to  the  Brotherhood  Fund  in 
the  first  seven  months  of  this 
church  year  than  it  did  a  year 
ago.  And  while  we  are  on  the 
subject  let  me  thank  you  for 
what  you  did.  But,  wait  a  min- 
ute. In  that  seven  months — and 
that  is  over  half  the  year — we 
raised  only  a  little  better  than 
a  third  of  the  amount  needed  to 
carry  on  our  church  program  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Now  we  come  to  the  final 
month  of  the  fiscal  year.  In  elev- 
en months  we  gave  a  total  of 
$745,552.  This  means  we  are 
faced  with  a  great  challenge  to 
our  Christian  stewardship.  To 
fulfill  our  task  and  meet  all  our 
self  -  imposed  commitments,  we 
will  need  to  give  $391,448  in  Feb- 


sometimes  think.  Sermon  and 
service  is  the  field  of  the  preach- 
er. If  he  is  saved  he  must  work 
in  his  own  field  more,  in  others' 
less.  If  the  preacher  proclaims 
the  primary  and  most  significant 
message  of  all  and  serves  man- 
kind regardless  of  race,  creed  or 
color,  he  should  be  saved.  Can 
the  preacher  be  saved?  What  do 
you  think? 


ruary.  I  know  that  sounds  large 
but  before  you  say  it  cannot  be 
done  let  us  consider  something 
else  for  a  minute. 

The  other  day  I  got  through 
the  mail  a  pamphlet  listing  those 
who  belong  to  the  Fellowship  of 
Tithers.  I  didn't  count  them  but 
there  couldn't  be  many  over  two 
thousand,  including  those  who 
would  not  allow  their  names  to  1 
be  published.  Do  you  realize  that 
is  only  one  out  of  every  ninety 
of  our  members?  I  don't  want 
you  or  anyone  else  to  try  and 
tell  me  our  program  is  too  big 
when  only  one  in  ninety  is 
bringing  "the  whole  tithe  into 
the  storehouse."  Some  time  ago 
one  of  our  finest  ministers  said 
to  me,  "The  only  way  to  meet 
the  responsibilities  placed  upon 
the  church  by  the  material,  mor- 
al and  spiritual  needs  of  our 
time  is  with  a  pentecost  of  stew- 
ardship." I  think  he  is  right, 
don't  you? 

(A)  If  you  are  a  tither,  be  a 
missionary  tither — get  others  to 
tithe.  (B)  If  you  are  not  a  tither, 
won't  you  tell  us  of  a  better  way 
for  the  church  to  meet  its  Chris- 
tian responsibility  in  these  days. 
If  you  can't  do  that  let  me  insist 
that  the  law  of  the  tithe  is  bind- 
ing upon  the  Christian  until  the 
love  of  Christ  constrains  us  to 
give  more  than  the  tithe. 

Thanks  for  your  time.  I  hope 
it  may  have  helped  you  to  see 
what  we  have  all  got  to  do  if 
we  are  to  be  able  to  look  our- 
selves in  the  face  without  being 
ashamed  on  February  28. 


BRETHREN  RELIEVE 


IN  THE  GOCR  LIFE 


[T  HAS  been  well  said  that 
Christ  asks  of  us  one  thing — 
and  that  is  our  all.  Those  who 
vere  contemporary  associates  of 
iur  Lord  heard  this  prerequisite 
rom  his  own  lips  when  he  said, 
If  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
et  him  deny  himself,  take  up 
lis  cross,  and  follow  me.  For 
whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall 
ose  it;  and  whosoever  will  lose 
lis  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it." 
Whosoever  he  be  of  you  that 
orsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he 
annot  be  my  disciple." 

These  are  straightforward 
vords,  and  they  strongly  imply 
hat  for  Christians  the  claims  of 
lesus  Christ  give  second  place  to 
10  other.  Jesus  pointed  out  to 
he  rich  young  ruler  that  his 
noral  qualifications  for  the  king- 
lom  were  excellent,  but  that  un- 
ess  he  emptied  himself  of  all  he 
leld  dear  by  losing  his  life  in  the 
vill  of  God,  he  could  not  attain. 

The  blood  of  the  first  century 
nartyrs  flowed  in  triumphant 
estimony  of  their  complete  con- 
ecration  to  Jesus  Christ.  Unre- 
ervedly  they  followed  him  to 
he  chamber  of  torture  and  to 
leath.  Down  through  the  ages 
hat  has  been  true.  Rather  than 
:ompromise  with  the  mandates 
»f  state  religion  the  early  Breth- 
en  paid  the  price  of  self-abase- 
nent  and  came  at  great  peril  of 
ife  and  safety  to  the  shores  of 
he  new  world,  where  they  ham- 
nered  out  a  New  Testament 
:hurch  on  the  anvil  of  religious 
reedom. 

What  they  have  given  us  as  a 
leritage  is  precious.  What  we 
ire  adding  to  that  heritage  in 
he  areas  of  peace,  missions  and 
ocial  action  we  can  evaluate  in 
)art.    How  the   Church  of   the 


Horace  H.  Mohler 

Happy  Corner  Congregation,  Dayton,  Ohio 

Brethren  will  respond  as  new 
and  effectual  doors  of  opportuni- 
ty open  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Those 
who  see  visions  and  dream 
dreams  are  doing  a  good  job  and 
in  a  global  way.  They  who  exe- 
cute the  task  of  making  Christ 
known  around  the  world  are  es- 
tablishing for  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  something  of  a  reputa- 
tion. 

But  life  consists  not  in  repu- 
tation. How  do  we  stand  in  the 
area  of  holy  living?  What  have 
we  done  with  our  heritage  in 
this  respect?  Like  the  rich  young 
ruler,  we  need  to  look  at  our- 
selves objectively,  for  there  may 
be  something  lacking.  Have  we 
left  all  to  follow  Christ?  Do  we 
give  him  first  place? 

Unless  this  exacting  specifica- 
tion applies  to  each  of  us  per- 
sonally— as  it  must  to  the  Ec- 
clesia  collectively  —  we  deceive 
ourselves  when  we  pretend  to 
discipleship.  Modes  and  meth- 
ods may  quite  properly  change, 
but  the  finished  product  must 
not.  Christ  asks  of  his  own  com- 
plete consecration  of  purpose 
and  holiness  of  life,  "till  we  all 
come  .  .  .  unto  the  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of 
Christ."  Let  us  examine  our- 
selves and,  if  need  be,  repent. 

Once  the  Brethren  made  much 
of  self  denial.  Their  whole  lives 
were  built  around  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  lesser  things 
fell  in  line.  For  them  this  had 
applications  to  clothing  and  jew- 
elry. They  took  St.  Paul's  adjur- 
ation seriously  wherein  he 
stated:  "To  be  carnally  minded 
is   death:    but  to  be  spiritually 


minded  is  life  and  peace"  (Rom. 
8:6).  Jesus  showed  us  the  im- 
possibility of  loving  God  and 
mammon.  We  may  have  im- 
proved the  formula — perhaps  we 
love  mammon  and  God — in  that 
order.  Could  it  be  true  that  what 
is  left,  after  we  have  filled  bulg- 
ing food  lockers  and  safety  de- 
posit boxes,  we  send  to  Germany 
and  Poland  and  China?  Perhaps 
we  should  send  our  hearts  as 
well,  and  give  our  world  neigh- 
bors the  same  priority  as  our- 
selves. "Charity  .  .  .  seeketh  not 
her  own." 

We  would  not  want  to  say  that 
we  can  render  dual  service  to 
God  and  Satan,  but  perhaps  our 
actions  lend  support  to  some 
such  conflicting  situation.  We 
witness  the  spectacle  of  lethar- 
gic church  attendance  and  empty 
prayer  services — or  not  at  all — 
while  some  Brethren  see  nothing 
too  wrong  with  the  dance,  the 
theater  and  the  lodge,  and  in  a 
few  areas  even  Brethren  are  said 
to  operate  some  of  these  places 
of  amusement.  By  a  process  of 
rationalization  we  have  begun 
to  call  bad  good.  Happily,  this 
does  not  apply  to  all  or  even  to 
the  majority,  but  "a  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump."  The 
holy  horror  of  the  Apostle  James 
sounds  out  a  ringing  reproof  for 
both  his  day  and  our  generation: 
"Ye  adulterers  and  adulteresses, 
know  ye  not  that  the  friendship 
of  the  world  is  enmity  with 
God?" 

We,  too,  are  "a  chosen  genera- 
tion, a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy 
nation,  a  peculiar  people" — if 
we  are  Christ's.  Like  the  breth- 
ren at  Corinth  we  are  called  to 
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KNEEL  to  pray  because  I  need 
Refreshment  after  rush  and  greed 
The  .world  displays  in  thought  and  deed. 

I  kneel  tp  pray  because  a'space- 

Wfth  C*ajd  clui  chpnge .  my  commonpldee 

.  Sniall  attitudes  and  give  me  grace— 

Can  give   n®  --race  to  rise  and  go 
ft  be!  i  -an,  grace  to  grow, 

Scferne        •        jwk  oi  him  to  show. 

T  '       f      -i  1 

1  ineel  to  pray  and  rise  renewed 


"th  fr<|sM| 
>m  tefsi  -i 


ety  afid  use  renewed  ;'■ 
motflded  thought  fond-  mood 
ifh  mm  ■  In  solitude;.  ■'■ 


be  saints.  We  should  not,  as  D. 
L.  Moody  observed,  be  praying 
for  God  to  rill  us  when  we  are 
already  full  with  something  else. 
Might  we  be  making  our  wor- 
ship a  mere  adjunct  of  our  re- 
ligion? There  is  a  multiplicity  of 
activities  in  the  modern  church, 
mostly  well  directed  and 
planned — if  we  do  not  lose  sight 
of  their  reason  for  existence. 
There  is  no  activity  pleasing  to 
God  that  does  not  glorify  him. 
Here  again  we  may  rationalize 
unwisely.  It  is  possible  to  dedi- 
cate our  churches  to  the  service 
of  the  Lord  and  render  the  dedi- 
cation meaningless  and  invalid 
by  making  them  marts  of  mer- 
chandise and  centers  of  social 
amusement.   "My  house  shall  be 
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called  a  house  of  prayer.  .  .  ."  It 
does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
God  has  pronounced  a  blessing 
upon  a  session  of  frivolity  merely 
because  an  invocation  has  been 
uttered  at  the  beginning  and  a 
benediction  at  the  ending.  They 
that  fear  the  Lord  speak  often 
one  to  another — and  about  spir- 
itual things.  When  Christians 
gather  for  lesser  purposes  they 
do  small  honor  to  their  head. 

The  Sunday  school  should  cor- 
relate but,  not  dominate  the 
church  program.  Any  tendency 
to  substitute  the  one  session  for 
the  other  is  not  a  healthy  one. 
Both  are  needful  to  the  growing 
Christian.  It  ought  to  be  habi- 
tual practice  to  be  present  at 
both.  If  children  are  not  brought 
to  the  sanctuary  in  their  youth 
they  will  not  care  to  come  in 


their  maturity.  Parents  who  do 
not  set  an  example  in  this  re- 
spect are  robbing  their  children 
of  a  priceless  heritage  and  God 
of  his  glory. 

Are  we  mindful  of  the  daily 
need  of  prayer?  Our  strength  is 
in  the  Lord,  not  in  technological 
progress  and  mechanisms.  Para- 
doxically our  labor-saving  de- 
vices have  given  us  less  time  to 
pray  and  more  time  to  "plan." 
"Except  the  Lord  build  the 
house,  they  labour  in  vain  that 
build  it."  Most  Christians  pause 
thrice  daily  for  food.  How  often 
do  we  pause  for  guidance,  for 
strength,  for  wisdom?  How  often 
do  we  seek  spiritual  food  from 
God's  word?  Or  pray  for  each 
other? 

We  say  that  the  man  who  suc- 
ceeds is  the  man  who  looks 
ahead.  Jesus  taught  us  to  pray, 
"Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread."  We  live  in  a  planning 
age,  an  age  of  system  and  cost 
accounting.  But  James  warns 
"Go  to  now,  ye  that  say,  Today 
or  tomorrow  we  will  .  .  .  buy 
and  sell  and  get  gain  ...  ye 
know  not  what  shall  be  on  the 
morrow."  We  ought  to  live  one 
day  at  a  time  with  God. 

The  burden  of  God's  will  fo: 
men  in  all  ages  has  been  right- 
eousness of  purpose  and  separa 
tion  from  evil.  Activated  by  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  we  cannot 
walk  in  any  other  way.  This  is 
not  negative  goodness;  it  is  god 
liness  of  the  most  positive  kind. 
"Sanctify  yourselves  therefore, 
and  be  ye  holy:  for  I  am  the  Lord 
your  God." 
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01  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 


Brethren  Music  and 
Worship  Conference 

Grand  Rapids,  June  10-13 
Paul  Halladay 

North  Manchester,  Indiana 

THIS  article  brings  to  our 
entire  Brotherhood  the  an- 
nouncement of  a  conference 
on  music  and  worship.  Previous 
and  continuing  notices  are  go- 
ing out  through  the  Ministry  of 
Music  and  other  channels.  The 
Christian  Education  Commission 
with  the  Music  and  Worship 
Committee  and  the  Hymnal 
Committee  are  conducting  this 
conference  which  will  be  held  at 
Grand  Rapids,  directly  preceding 
the  Annual  Conference.  We  be- 
lieve this  to  be  an  unusual  oppor- 
tunity for  those  interested.  If 
this  is  your  field  of  interest,  plan 
to  attend.  Specific  information 
follows. 

The  purpose  is  primarily  to  in- 
troduce materials  of  the  new 
hymnal.  Even  though  the  new 
book  will  not  be  ready,  we  will 
have  many  of  the  new  songs 
available  on  song  sheets  and  the 
worship  materials  will  be  on 
hand  in  like  manner.  The  school 
will  give  instruction  in  the  vari- 
ous areas  of  music  leadership 
and  it  will  be  of  value  to  min- 
isters and  others  working  in  the 
field  of  worship. 

The  curriculum  includes  lec- 
tures, rehearsals,  hymn-singing 
sessions,  worship  services  and 
sectional  meetings  of  special  in- 
terest groups.  By  way  of  ex- 
ample, some  of  the  topics  are: 
How  You  Got  This  Hymnal, 
Learning  New  Hymns,  How  to 
Direct  Congregational  Singing, 
Building  the  Worship  Service. 
Much  time  will  be  given  to  learn- 
ing new  hymns  and  to  methods 
in  teaching  new  hymns  to  a  con- 
gregation. Special  interest 
groups  will  include  the  study  of 
conducting,  of  organ  and  piano 
accompanying,  of  hymnology 
and  of  conducting  services  of 
worship. 


The  teaching  staff  includes  all 
members  of  the  Music  and  Wor- 
ship Committee,  some  members 
of  the  Hymnal  Committee,  and 
others  chosen  for  their  special 
aptitudes  and  interests. 

Who  should  attend?  Anyone  is 
welcome.  Those  responsible  for 
any  part  of  the  music  program 
of  the  local  church  will  receive 
valuable  instruction.  Members 
of  music  committees  will  do 
well  to  attend.  Ministers  can  re- 
ceive a  double  benefit  from  wor- 
ship studies  in  the  nonmusical 
area  as  well  as  the  musical.  It 
is  our  suggestion  and  hope  that 
local  churches  and  districts  will 
assist  financially  in  sending  their 
leaders.  In  some  cases  the  per- 
sons for  this  school  could  well 
represent  the  local  church  as  a 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference. 

Time  and  place.  The  confer- 
ence begins  with  an  important 
fellowship  session  on  Saturday 
night,  June  10,  and  will  conclude 
on  Tuesday  evening;  the  final 
session  will  be  the  opening  serv- 
ice of  the  Annual  Conference. 
Registration  will  begin  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon  in  the  auditori- 


um just  across  the  street  from 
the  Pantline  Hotel.  The  auditori- 
um building  contains  various 
conference  rooms  and  our  regis- 
tration and  sessions  will  be  in 
the  Black  and  Silver  Room. 

Registration  fee  is  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents.  This  fee  includes 
the  song  sheets  and  other  printed 
materials  extracted  from  the 
forthcoming  hymnal  to  be  used 
in  the  conference. 

Lodging  and  meals  will  be 
cared  for  by  each  individual  as 
is  the  case  for  all  who  attend  An- 
nual Conference.  Advance  res- 
ervations for  rooming  will  cer- 
tainly be  wise.  Watch  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  such  information 
in  later  issues.  Be  certain  to 
make  the  date  of  your  reserva- 
tions clear,  inasmuch  as  this  pre- 
cedes the  general  Conference. 

Annual  Conference  choir  will 
include  all  registrants  in  this 
school  who  can  remain  and 
would  like  added  training 
throughout  the  general  Confer- 
ence. This  will  also  be  another 
opportunity  to  serve  the  Annual 
Conference  program. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 


Winning  Christian  Freedom 
Acts  15: 1-35;  Gal.  2 


Tradition  or  freedom 

As  the  Antioch  church  expanded 
in  influence  and  outreach,  it  drew 
into  it  many  people  of  many  races 
and  of  all  colors.  There  was  an 
elder  from  Africa,  Niger.  With  these 
varying  backgrounds  competing  they 
did  not  regard  Jewish  traditions  as 
essentially  more  sacred  than  any 
other  traditions.  This  bothered  the 
people  of  Judea  and  a  committee 
was  set  to  see  whether  they  were 
paying  proper  respect  to  the  heritage 
which  had  come  down  to  them. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  told  the  delega- 
tion that  a  heritage  was  excellent, 
but  that  it  should  be  an  inspiration 
to  send  men  forward  rather  than  a 
brake  to  hold  men  back. 

Eventually,  it  seemed  that  a  coun- 
cil meeting  to  discuss  the  entire 
matter  was  in  order. 

The  function  of  a  council  meeting 

At  this  first  council  the  pros  and 


cons  of  tradition  were  discussed. 
Eventually  it  began  to  appear  that 
for  men  to  receive  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  to  act  freely  under  its  direction 
is  more  pleasing  to  God  than  the 
formal  observance  of  traditions. 
What  had  seemed  like  chasms  too 
wide  to  be  crossed  were  crossed  easi- 
ly in  this  first  council  meeting.  The 
council  meeting  was  the  place  to 
lay  everything  on  the  table,  to  wait 
for  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  to  follow  the  direction  of  the 
best  thought  which  came  from  the 
group.  It  was  a  place  for  a  meeting 
of  minds,  for  the  baptism  of  individ- 
ual opinion  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

By  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 

Paul  put  the  capsheaf  on  by  say- 
ing that  traditionalism  or  the  works 
of  the  law  alone  will  save  no  man. 
Faith  in  Christ  alone  can  do  that. 
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"Know  you  what  it  is  to  be  a  child? 
. .  .It  is  to  be  something  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  man  of  today. . . . 
It  is  to  turn  pumpkins  into  coaches 
and  mice  into  horses . . .  and  noth- 
ing into  everything" 


Paul    H.    Bowman 
Flora  H.   Bowman 

Timberville,  Virginia 

Produced  by  the  Family  Life  Department 
of  the  Brotherhood 


WE  RESOLVE 


THE  strange  world  of  child- 
hood! No  two  such  worlds 
are  identical,  and  the  sum 
of  their  experiences  never  adds 
up  to  the  same  thing. 

Physically  the  child  belongs 
to  the  biological  world  which 
contributes  to  him  cells,  organs, 
pigments  and  his  peculiar  fea- 
tures. He  also  belongs  to  the 
psychological  world  which  in- 
volves his  intellectual  and  emo- 
tional capacities  and  inherent 
tendencies.  He  is  also  subject  to 
sociological  forces  which  deter- 
mine attitudes,  standards,  cus- 
toms, ideals  and  patterns  of 
thought  and  of  conduct. 

The  little  creature  we  so  glib- 
ly call  "our  child"  is  a  bundle  of 
untold  possibilities.  He  is  a  com- 
plex and  delicate  piece  of  hu- 
man machinery  which  involves 
most  of  the  major  sciences  of 
mankind  and  presents  to  the 
home,  the  church  and  the  school 
their  most  interesting  and  chal- 
lenging task. 

The    mistakes    which    parents 
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make  in  the  rearing  of  children 
are  peculiar  in  that  little  ex- 
perimentation is  possible.  In 
many  instances  we  can  "profit 
by  our  mistakes,"  but  not  in  re- 
lation to  our  children.  Such  mis- 
takes are  hard,  if  not  impossible, 
to  undo,  and  they  become  evi- 
dent to  us  after  our  chance  to 
profit  from  them  is  gone  for- 
ever. 

It  may  be  that  the  most  con- 
structive attitude  toward  the 
problem  of  the  "child  in  our 
midst"  is  expressed  in  the  short 
sentence,  "I  resolve."  At  least 
those  who  have  been  over  the 
road  can  resolve  to  give  some 
guidance  to  those  who  come  aft- 
er them  in  the  hope  that  a  more 
worthy  parentage  may  emerge 
and  that  the  childhood  of  the 
race  may  have  the  blessed  heri- 
tage of  a  good  home.  In  that 
spirit  we  venture  to  put  out 
some  caution  signals  which  have 
sprung  out  of  both  experience 
and  observation. 

Let  us  beware  of  the  one-child 
family. 
The  ideal  family  should  pro- 


vide experience  in  all  those  hu- 
man relationships  which  are  pos- 
sible within  the  family — the  re- 
lationship of  father  and  son, 
of  mother  and  son,  of  father  and 
daughter,  of  mother  and  daugh- 
ter, of  brother  and  sister,  of 
brother  and  brother,  of  sister 
and  sister.  Each  of  these  rela- 
tionships contributes  to  the  com- 
pletion of  a  human  personality, 
but  only  two  of  them  are  pos- 
sible in  the  one-child  family.  It 
takes  wise  parents  to  rear  a  sin- 
gle child  without  doing  untold 
damage  to  its  personality  and 
often  to  its  character.  One  child 
does  not  lessen  the  responsibility 
of  parents  nor  relieve  the  strain 
of  family  life.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  adds  immeasurably  to 
the  task  of  parents  unless  the 
child  is  compelled  to  pay  the 
price  in  his  development  for 
those  absent  relationships.  Even 
at  best,  it  is  impossible  for  a 
parent  to  play  the  role  of  brother 
and  sister  in  a  measure  at  all 
comparable  to  the  real  experi- 
ence of  those  relationships. 


Let  us  beware  of  creating  for  our 
children  wrong  basic  attitudes. 
No  true  parent  would  delib- 
erately impart  a  wrong  attitude 
to  a  child,  but  a  word  wrongly- 
spoken  by  a  parent  or  a  shrug 
of  the  shoulder  or  a  contemptu- 
ous smile  or  an  unkind  act  are 
frequently  the  beginning  of 
wrong  attitudes  in  children.  At- 
titudes color  our  entire  lives  so 
that  black  may  appear  to,  be 
white  and  white  to  be  black  to 
the  person  whose  attitudes  are 
basically  wrong.  No  child  was 
ever  born  a  snob  or  a  bigot  or  a 
cynic.  When  our  children  show 
prejudices  against  Negroes,  Chi- 
nese, Jews,  Catholics  and  others, 
they  are  tainted  by  the  attitudes 
of  our  adult  world.  When  they 
reveal  contempt  for  good  man- 
ners and  politeness,  for  high 
scholarship  in  school  and  for  the 
noble  things  of  religion,  they  are 
usually  reflecting  the  contagious 
prejudices  of  their  elders. 

The  failure  of  parents  to  de- 
velop wholesome  and  construc- 
tive attitudes  in  their  children 
creates  for  the  public  school,  and 
even  for  the  college,  one  of  their 
most   difficult   problems.    It  re- 


quires great  wisdom  and  infinite 
patience  to  break  through  the 
walls  of  prejudice  which  im- 
prison so  many  young  people 
and  restrict  the  development  of 
a  healthy  personality. 

Let  us  beware  of  depriving  our 
children  of  their  rightful  de- 
gree of  independence. 

The  law  of  development  in 
personality  and  character  de- 
mands an  element  of  free  choice. 
It  requires  great  wisdom  to  ex- 
tend to  the  child  the  degree  of 
freedom  he  is  capable  of  using 
and  at  the  time  in  his  develop- 
ment when  he  most  needs  to 
come  into  the  exercise  of  that 
right.  But  the  time  comes  when 
he  must  learn  to  do  things  for 
himself;  when  he  must  begin  to 
make  first  minor  and  then  major 
decisions;  when  he  must  stand 
on  his  own  feet  and  walk  alone. 
Parental  sympathy  and  wisdom 
do  not  abandon  him  to  the 
whims  and  fancies  of  imma- 
turity in  the  matter  of  his 
choices,  any  more  than  they 
would  thrust  him  on  a  danger- 
ous precipice  when  his  legs  were 
yet  wobbly  and  his  steps  feeble 


God  in  Christ 

Glen  Weimer 

THE  best,  most  illumining  and  truly  saving  fact  in  life  is  God 
with  us  in  Christ.  So  we  put  it  in  song,  voice  it  in  poetry, 
story  and  deed.  The  love  of  God  is  the  foundation  source, 
and  nurturing  sea  of  every  precious  human  love.  God  endlessly 
warms  and  renews  the  human  spirit  with  the  light  of  Christ. 
Aye,  he  touches  my  heart  through  you  in  whom  this  gentle 
light  so  brightly  burns. 

Since  God  has  so  graciously  visited  the  world,  life  need 
not  be  a  straw  in  the  wind.  Life  can  be  a  burning  candle  in  the 
wind.  Life  can  be  the  love  of  God  walking  the  streets  of  the 
earth.  Really,  there  is  no  time  for  anything  but  to  love,  to  be 
a  channel  of  the  love  that  came  to  the  world  in  Jesus.  How 
soon  the  candle  of  life  is  spent,  if  love  has  not  been  its  light. 
The  love  of  God  seeks  hearts  in  which  to  be  born,  lives  in  which 
to  live.  Will  we  take  in  this  precious  child  of  God? 

May  God  bless  you,  friend,  and  make  you  a  window 
through  which  men,  women  and  children  may  see  the  face  of 
God  as  it  was  seen  in  Christ.  May  God  make  your  hands  as 
Christ's  hands,  your  voice  as  his  voice,  your  feet  as  his  feet, 
your  fellowship  with  others  as  fellowship  with  him.  Thus  his 
peace  shall  garrison  your  heart,  and  his  joy  shall  keep  you 
steadfast.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  for  the  singing  spirit 
which  he  has  given  us  in  Jesus  Christ. 


and  uncertain.  The  youth  has 
the  right  to  choose  his  religion, 
his  mate,  his  profession,  his  ca- 
reer, but  his  choices  must  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  principles 
and  ideals  which  a  good  home 
and  a  thoughtful  community 
have  imparted  to  him  by  the 
processes  of  training  and  edu- 
cation. 

These  processes  begin  early  in 
life  in  the  simple  tasks  of  cloth- 
ing oneself,  feeding  oneself,  car- 
ing for  the  puppy,  keeping  toys 
in  order  and  doing  simple  er- 
rands without  too  close  adult 
supervision.  It  involves  the  right 
of  making  some  mistakes  in 
these  simple  matters  and  of  suf- 
fering the  consequences  of  those 
mistakes. 

Let   us    beware    of    abandoning 

parental  authority. 

It  is  not  a  simple  problem  to 
correlate  parental  authority  and 
the  degree  of  freedom  which  the 
development  of  the  child  de- 
mands. But  it  is  essential  that  he 
learn  to  recognize  some  authori- 
ty outside  himself,  and  the  nor- 
mal and  natural  experience  is 
to  begin  with  the  authority  ex- 
ercised by  the  father  and  moth- 
er. The  "center  of  gravity"  in 
the  life  of  the  modern  child  has 
shifted  largely  from  parents  and 
home  to  other  centers  of  authori- 
ty, such  as  the  school,  the 
"gang,"  the  crowd,  or  the  team 
or  clique.  Our  educational  sys- 
tem, even  our  churches,  have 
sometimes  encouraged  this  shift 
of  parental  responsibility  and 
have,  in  so  doing,  contributed  to 
both  delinquent  parentage  and 
delinquent  children. 

Our  modern  children  need  to 
be  overshadowed  by  that  au- 
thority which  emerges  from 
parental  conviction  in  matters 
of  religious  faith  and  standards 
of  right  and  wrong.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  preaching.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  quietly  and  consistent  liv- 
ing day  by  day  by  clear-cut  con- 
victions   which    tell    their    own 
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An  Hour  With  Karl  Barth 

A.  Stauffer  Curry 

Washington,  D.  C. 

During  a  visit  to  Europe  last 
summer  Bro.  Curry  was  able  to 
have  this  following  interview  with 
Karl  Barth,  the  famed  theologian. 

Dr.  Karl  Barth,  the  eminent 
and  world-renowned  theologian, 
first  apologized  for  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  his  being  in  the 
midst  of  cleaning  his  study  on 
a  hot  August  afternoon,  we 
would  have  to  talk  on  his  back 
porch.  The  beauty  of  his  garden 
and  yard  made  a  guest  very  glad 
he  arrived  in  the  midst  of  office- 
cleaning.  A  series  of  questions 
and  answers  filled  the  next  hour, 
interrupted  only  with  tea  served 
by  his  Catholic  maid.  Here  is  a 
summary: 

What,  in  a  general  way,  is  the 
main  work  of  the  Christian 
church?  The  main  work  of  the 
church  varies  under  different 
circumstances.  Sometimes  it 
may  be  to  evangelize;  sometimes 
it  is  to  give  relief  and  Christian 
service;  sometimes  it  is  only  to 
pray.  But  in  the  main,  the  chief 
work  of  the  church  is  to  preach 
and  do  evangelistic  work.  The 
chief  work  is  to  hold  up  Christ 
as  the  Savior  of  the  world. 


story  in  the  mind  of  a  child. 
Parents  who  are  neutral  on  mor- 
al and  social  issues  are  a  puz- 
zle to  children  and  create  for 
them  a  spiritual  poverty  which 
is  tragic  in  its  consequences. 

America  is  now  in  desperate 
need  of  home  life  in  which  all 
of  the  rich  and  formative  rela- 
tionships of  the  family  are  pre- 
served, where  children  are  nur- 
tured in  constructive  attitudes 
toward  life,  where  freedom  un- 
der law  prevails  and  where  a 
sense  of  authority  is  cultivated 
in  the  parent-child  relationship 
as  a  basis  for  recognizing  finally 
the  Great  Authority  which  is 
over  and  above  all  of  us. 
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Under  what  circumstances  is 
the  chief  work  of  the  church 
only  to  pray?  The  church  in  cer- 
tain Eastern  Countries — Commu- 
nist-dominated countries,  for  ex- 
ample— can  not  expand,  preach 
and  teach  in  the  normal  and  usu- 
al way.  Therefore,  only  to  pray  is 
its  chief  work.  In  fact,  the  Chris- 
tian church  must  maintain  its 
fellowship  with  God  through 
prayer  in  all  circumstances,  re- 
gardless of  what  they  may  be.  In 
the  fellowship  of  prayer  lies  the 
real  security  and  future  of  the 
church. 

Should  the  church  do  relief 
work?  It  is  very  important,  and 
for  a  short  time  may  need  to 
be  the  chief  work.  But  it  must 
be  remembered  that  there  are 
other  things  to  be  done,  and  re- 
lief is  not  permanently  the  only 
or  chief  work.  To  degenerate  in- 
to simply  giving  relief  is  to  make 
the  church  merely  a  social  serv- 
ice agency. 

What  methods  should  be  pri- 
marily used  in  a  program  of 
evangelism?  The  very  best 
method  of  evangelism  is  a  "liv- 
ing church."  A  living  church  is 
one  which  is  close  to  God  and 
in  a  living  relationship  with  God. 
There  must  be  a  body  of  "alive" 
believers,  an  "alive"  church  to 
witness  to  the  world. 

How  would  you  describe  the 
dead  or  non-alive  church?  A  non- 
alive  church  is  one  which  over- 
emphasizes the  small  details  of 
administration  and  organization, 
even  though  these  are  necessary, 
but  does  not  have  a  living  rela- 
tionship with  Jesus  Christ.  Too 
often  the  church  is  concerned 
with  committees  and  mechanics 
and  forgets  the  basic  fellowship 
with  Christ.  We  must  seek  to  be 
close  to  him  and  in  union  with 
God.  He  pointed  out  that  while 
he  taught  systematic  theology, 
he  was  not  a  systematician. 

What  is  the  method  of  coming 
close  to  God?  For  example,  if 
a  minister  feels  his  is  not  an 
alive  church  what  should  he  do? 
There   is  no  universal  method; 


Karl  Barth 


the  people  must  feel  the  pres- 
ence of  God.  It  may  be  that  the 
minister  has  to  begin  with  him- 
self through  prayer  and  by  per- 
sonally feeling  and  realizing  Je- 
sus Christ  and  him  crucified. 

Some  people  say  the  church  is 
weak  and  ineffective.  How  can 
the  church  be  made  more  effec- 
tive in  the  world?  Barth  an- 
swered that  to  look  for  weak- 
ness and  ineffectiveness  is  a  seri- 
ous error  and  implies  a  "journal- 
istic approach"  to  religion.  At 
Amsterdam  a  group  of  reporters 
interviewed  him  and  revealed 
they  were  much  concerned  about 
size,  growth,  number  of  mem- 
bers, the  budget,  the  possibili- 
ties for  growth  of  the  church, 
and  the  like.  The  reporters  were 
fully  amazed  when  he  said  the 
church  perhaps  should,  or  even 
must,  remain  small.  A  small 
church  throughout  the  world, 
but  one  which  is  alive  and  re- 
mains alive  is  the  important 
thing.  To  look  for  ineffectiveness 
or  weakness  in  a  church  ends  in 
a  vicious  circle  and  gets  nowhere. 
We  must  seek  to  make  the 
church  alive  in  Christ  Jesus. 

What  do  you  think  about  the 
American  church,  particularly 
regarding  its  needs  and  weak- 
nesses? Assuring  me  that  he  had 
never  been  in  America  and  so 
could  give  only  impressions,  he 


said  he  believes  American  re- 
ligious workers  are  far  too  busy. 
Church  "staffs,"  "religious  secre- 
tariats," "committee  meetings," 
"doing  things,"  all  make  life  very- 
busy  for  Americans.  Also,  the 
American  church  needs  more 
theologians.  There  are  not 
enough  scholars  in  this  field. 

Some  people  say  the  way  to 
stop  communism  is  by  maintain- 
ing prosperity,  employment,  high 
wages  and  the  like.  How  do  you 
think  the  communist  influence 
can  be  stopped?  The  way  to  stop 
communism  is  to  preach  Christ 
and  the  gospel  and  to  strengthen 
the  church!  The  church  can 
support  such  plans  as  ECA  and 
others  to  maintain  prosperity, 
but  remember  that  prosperity 
may  disappear  and  is  only  tem- 
poral. When  it  disappears,  the 
church  still  has  its  central  mes- 
sage to  proclaim. 

Regarding  Catholicism  and 
Christianity,  the  Catholic  Church 
is  a  "worldly"  organization  and 
must  be  treated  as  such.  Car- 
dinal Mindszenty  in  Hungary 
was  an  advocate  of  a  worldly 
church.  Communism  was  not 
fighting  Christianity  when  it 
tried  Mindszenty,  but  was  fight- 
ing a  worldly  system.  He  quickly 
added  there  is  a  lot  of  Chris- 
tianity in  Catholicism;  there  are 
some  devout  Christian  Catholics 
but  the  hierarchy  and  worldly 
activities  of  the  Catholic  Church 
are  not  Christian. 

What  is  the  place  of  the  philos- 
ophy of  nonviolence  in  the  Chris- 
tian system?  The  state  is  a  nec- 
essary function  of  society.  There- 
fore, Christians  must  defend  the 
state.  Barth  said  he  was  a  sol- 
dier at  the  Swiss  border  for  four 
years  during  World  War  II. 

Can  a  Christian  kill  his  fellow 
man  and  remain  in  unity  with 
God?  Yes,  in  defending  the  state 
in  warfare  the  Christian  can  kill 
and  be  one  with  God. 

Some  people  think  you,  or  at 
least  some  of  your  followers,  are 
not  favorable  to  religious  educa- 
tion. Is  this  true?  He  answered 
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Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

Things  in  our  home  about  have 
me  down.  I  am  thirty-five  and  have 
three  children,  twelve,  nine,  and 
three  years  old.  When  my  father 
died  about  five  years  ago  it  seemed 
the  only  thing  for  Mother  to  do  was 
to  come  and  live  in  our  home.  She 
has  been  here  ever  since.  I  love 
her,  I  am  sure,  but  sometimes  I 
think  I  just  can't  stand  her  trying 
to  control  our  lives.  My  husband 
has  been  very  patient  but  sometimes 
Mother's  meddling  causes  a  strain 
between  us.  It  seems  especially  hard 
on  our  children  since  it  seems  she 
has  a  genuine  dislike  for  our  nine- 
year-old  son.  Do  you  have  anything 
to  suggest  that  will  help  our  situa- 
tion? 
A  Concerned  Mother  and  Daughter. 

Dear  Friend: 

Likely  you  feel  guilty  to  raise 
questions  like  this  about  your  moth- 
er, who  is  probably  considered  as 
a  wonderful  person  by  everybody 
outside  your  home.  Don't  feel  too 
guilty.  It  is  good  to  bring  these 
feelings  into  the  open  with  someone. 

You  and  your  husband  both  feel 
that  you  have  some  obligation  to 
your  mother.  Thus  far,  the  only  way 
you  could  see  to  show  your  affection 
and  discharge  your  duty  was  by  hav- 
ing her  in  your  home.  In  some  cases, 
it  works  out  quite  well  for  three 
generations  to  live  in  the  same 
household.  This  is  true  only  where 
the  grandparents  genuinely  love  and 
appreciate  the  grandchildren  and 
steadfastly  refrain  from  meddling  in 
their  discipline.    Grandparents  must 


conceive  of  their  children  as  mature 
and,  therefore,  capable  of  carrying 
the  responsibility  for  rearing  their 
children.  It  is  probably  much  more 
often  almost  impossible  for  a  suc- 
cessful living  together  of  three  gen- 
erations because  of  the  tendency  in 
so  many  older  people  to  feel  that 
the  old  ways  were  the  best  ways 
and  that  today's  children  are  going 
to  the  dogs. 

There  are  several  answers  that 
other  people  have  found  to  your 
kind  of  problem.  Perhaps  the  moth- 
er could  spend  time  with  each  of 
her  children  so  that  she  would  be 
in  each  home  just  part  of  the  year. 
Or,  perhaps  you  could  subtly  help 
your  mother  to  find  a  companion 
with  whom  she  could  be  happily 
remarried.  Perhaps  she  has  a  broth- 
er or  sister  who  is  living  alone  with 
whom  she  could  live.  Many  older 
people  find  they  have  a  much  nicer 
time  living  in  a  home  for  older  peo- 
ple where  conditions  are  more  near- 
ly congenial  to  their  interests.  Some- 
times it  is  the  finding  of  a  new  and 
creative  interest  in  the  form  of  hand- 
work that  changes  an  older  person's 
whole  disposition  in  the  home.  This 
is  a  positive  approach. 

Until  you  can  get  something  like 
this  worked  out,  why  not  get  a  little 
vacation  and  the  enlarged  perspec- 
tive that  comes  with  it  by  arranging 
for  several  weeks  or  a  month  of 
visiting  the  other  children  or  rela- 
tives by  Mother? 

P.  S.  You  and  Mother  might  be 
helped  by  reading  Lawton's  book, 
Aging  Successfully,  obtainable 
through  the  Loan  Library. 

Your  Counselor. 


that  he  believes  in  it  very  much, 
but  the  quality  is  important.  Re- 
ligious education  must  not  teach 
only  that  there  is  a  Great  Spirit 
or  Soul  Force  in  the  universe, 
but  that  our  religion  must  be 
personalized.  He  doesn't  like  the 
term  religious  education  but 
Christian  education.  To  make 
religious  education  Christian,  we 
must  teach  that  religion  is  per- 
sonalized in  Jesus  Christ  our  Re- 
deemer. 

A  very  pleasant  hour  was  end- 
ed   with    the    following    casual 


questions  as  we  walked  toward 
the  steps  for  a  photograph. 

Do  you  accept  the  designation 
of  being  neo  -  Orthodox?  The 
term  is  oversimplified.  Who 
knows  what  orthodox  is?  Ortho- 
doxy is  relative.  Whoever  uses 
the  designation  neo-Orthodox  is 
void  of  reason. 

Do  you  agree  in  any  way  with 
Albert  Schweitzer?  He  is  not  a 
theologian  but  a  philosopher  and 
historian.  He  is  a  humanitarian, 
but  does  not  like  that  term. 
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District  Fieldmen's  Meeting 

Representatives  of  forty-one  districts  and  the 
five  regions  of  the  Brotherhood  met  at  Elgin, 
Jan.  18  to  20,  to  share  problems  and  to  plan 
together  for  the  future  program  of  the  church 
on  the  district  level.  This  group  was  comprised 
of  employed  district  fieldmen,  representatives  of 
boards  in  districts  where  there  are  no  em- 
ployed fieldmen,  and  regional  staff  members. 

Throughout  the  meeting  the  group  kept  be- 
fore it  the  goal  of  district  work — that  of  serving 
the  needs  of  the  local  church.  Some  time  was 
spent  in  considering  adequate  organization  and 
effective  methods.  Needs  and  high  lights  of  the 
church  program  received  much  careful  thought. 

A  fine  spirit  of  fellowship  and  unity  and  a 
high  enthusiasm  were  developed  in  the  three 
days  which  the  group  spent  together.  One  of 
the  observations  growing  out  of  this  meeting 
is  that  there  is  much  work  being  done  by  active, 
devoted  district  leaders.  Reports  from  a  number 
of  districts  indicate  increased  activity  as  a  result 
of  the  inspiration  of  the  district  fieldmen's  meet- 
ing.— Raymond  R.  Peters. 


W.  C.  Sell  has  time  for  an  evangelistic  service  before 
Easter.  If  any  church  is  interested,  he  may  be  addressed 
at  Farmington,  Pa. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  and  General  Boards  offices  were:  Everett  Beck- 
man  and  Jean  Raeder,  both  of  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary. 

Bernard,  young  son  of  the  Fred  Hollingsheads,  pas- 
tors at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  died  on  Sunday,  Feb.  5,  as  the 
result  of  an  accident  which  fractured  his  skull.  This 
information  came  to  us  by  telegram. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Boyd  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Nampa, 
Idaho,  on  Jan.  4,  1950.  He  had  asked  that  there  be  few 
flowers  at  his  funeral.  Instead,  those  who  wished  should 
give  to  a  memorial  fund  for  missions.  Thus  far  there  has 
been  received  $133.  More  concerning  his  life  will  appear 
later. 

Pastor  and  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Robinson  were  guests  of 
honor  at  an  anniversary  reception  held  recently  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  to  commemorate  their  ten  years  of 
leadership  in  the  church  there.  Donovan  R.  Beachly, 
Sr.,  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  and 
toastmaster.  Various  ministers  from  the  city  of  Hagers- 
town were  present  and  spoke  of  the  work  of  Bro.  Robin- 
son. Warren  D.  Bowman,  president  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege, also  spoke  briefly.  The  main  speaker  was  Calvert 
N.  Ellis,  president  of  Juniata  College.  A  sterling  silver 
tea  service  was  presented  to  the  Robinsons  upon  this 
occasion.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Robinson,  parents 
of  Paul,  were  present  from  Johnstown,  where  they 
recently  had  been  similarly  commemorated  for  twenty 
years  of  pastoral  service. 


Sadie  J.  Miller,  missionary  to  India,  changes  her  ad- 
dress from  South  Pasadena,  Calif.,  to  1310  E.  Whittier 
Blvd.,  Whittier,  Calif. 

Fenion  H.  Platter  of  Front  Royal,  Va.,  will  conduct 
morning  devotions  over  radio  station  WFTR  (1450)  from 
8:15  to  8:30,  Feb.  20-24.  Those  not  too  far  distant  should 
listen. 

Mrs.  Roy  B.  Teach  died  Feb.  3.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  Cerro  Gordo  on  Sunday  and  at  New  Car- 
lisle, Ohio,  on  Tuesday.  More  concerning  her  life  will 
appear  later. 

Brother  and  Sister  C.  R.  Oellig  of  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
celebrated  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  on  Jan.  23. 
Their  two  daughters,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Large  and  Mrs.  J.  I. 
Thomas,  gave  a  dinner  in  their  honor. 

Gordon  Shull's  article,  Seminary  Students  Study  La- 
bor, in  the  Feb.  4  issue  contained  a  statement  that  labor 
wants  farm  prices  kept  high.  The  intent  was,  rather, 
that  labor  favors  keeping  income  for  farmers  on  a  par 
with  the  incomes  received  by  others.  This  may  necessi- 
tate farm  subsidies  such  as  that  proposed  by  the  Bran- 
nan  plan.  Labor  favors  such  subsidies  when  they  are 
necessary  to  support  the  farmers'  income. 

The  churches  in  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada,  observed 
World  Bible  Sunday,  Dec.  11,  in  a  unique  way.  Many 
of  the  members  and  attendants  of  these  churches 
came  from  other  countries.  One  part  of  the  church 
service  consisted  of  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  represented.  So  the  Bible  was 
read  in  Swedish,  Danish,  English  and  Chinese.  Other 
nationalities  represented  in  our  membership  are  Scotch, 
German,  Italian,  Dutch,  U.  S.,  Irish,  Polish  as  well  as 
the  native  Canadian.  The  Irricana  churches  are  perhaps 
the  most  heterogeneous  congregations  in  our  Brother- 
hood. 

Gospel  Messenger  clubs  were  renewed  from  Oct.  1, 
1949,  to  Jan.  1,  1950,  as  listed  below.  Some  wrote:  "We 
have  saved  our  church  a  substantial  amount  by  forming 
a  club."  Does  your  church  have  a  club?  If  not,  why  not 
organize  one.   Remember  50,000  Messengers  by  1951. 


-Bakersfield,  Laton,  Paradise,  San  Francisco, 
Glendale,   First,  La  Verne,   Pasadena,  Santa 
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Pacific   Coast 

Northern  California- 

Glendale,   Ariz., 

Ana. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana — Moscow,  Twin  Falls,  Weiser. 
Oregon — Albany,  Mabel,   Weston. 
Washington — Mt.   Hope,   Outlook,   Tacoma,   Wenatchee  Valley. 

Western 

Colorado — Bethel,  Fruita. 

Middle  Iowa — Cedar,  Dallas  Center,  Des  Moines,  Stover  Memorial, 

Des  Moines  Valley,  Fernald,  Panther  Creek. 
Northern  Iowa — Lewiston,  Minneapolis,  Root  River,  Worthington. 
Southern  Iowa — English  River,  Monroe  County. 
Northeastern  Kansas — Kansas  City,  First  Central,  Washington. 
Northwestern  Kansas — Belleville,  North  Solomon. 
Southeastern  Kansas — Verdigris. 
Southwestern    Kansas  —  Bloom,    Hutchinson,    Monitor,    Newton, 

Prairie  View. 
Middle  Missouri — Turkey  Creek. 
Northern  Missouri — Plattsburg. 

Southern  Missouri — Carthage,  Greenwood,  Peace  Valley. 
Nebraska — Afton,  Beatrice. 
North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana — Carrington,  Minot,  Pleasant 

Valley,  Poplar  Valley,  Surrey. 
Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas,  and  New  Mexico — Pleasant  Plains, 

Waka. 
Texas  and  Louisiana — Roanoke. 

To  be  continued 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


C.  A.  Wrighi  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  is  moving  to  Villamont, 
Va.  He  will  have  some  time  open  for  evangelistic  meet- 
ings.  He  can  be  contacted  at  his  new  address. 

Harvey  S.  Kline,  pastor  at  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  writes 
that  he  will  have  time  for  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the 
near  future.  Any  church  desiring  his  services  should 
contact  him  at  Franklin  Grove. 

Waldo  E.  Kinsel,  pastor  of  the  Fairview  congregation, 
Southern  Indiana,  will  be  moving  into  the  newly  pur- 
chased parsonage,  one-fourth  mile  east  of  the  church, 
on  March  1.  His  address  will,  therefore,  be  changed  to 
R.  4,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Tobias  Henry  of  Juniata  College  will  be  the  speaker 
at  the  young  adult  district  fellowship  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania to  be  held  at  the  Heidelberg  church  on  March 
26.  There  will  be  an  afternoon  session  at  two  o'clock, 
a  fellowship  supper  and  an  evening  session. 

The  slate  of  Pennsylvania  has  allocated  $65,750  to  a 
Quaker  self-help  housing  project  in  Philadelphia  in 
which  the  needy  families  are  converting  slum  dwellings 
into  modern  apartments.  The  state  has  appraised  the 
activity  and  favors  it  sufficiently  to  help  support  it. 

Bro.  Lloyd  Duncanson  of  Lewiston,  Minn.,  was  li- 
censed to  the  ministry  on  Jan.  1,  1950,  by  Brethren  Roy 
Stern,  Alvin  Klotz  and  Ray  Zook  at  Lewiston.  Brother 
and  Sister  Duncanson  left  immediately  for  a  course  of 
study  at  Bethany  Seminary,  following  which  they  will 
take  up  the  work  at  the  church  at  Guthrie,  Minn. 

In  Coffeyville,  Kansas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Elias  lost 
two  children  when  a  fire  destroyed  their  home.  The 
Kiwanis  Club  immediately  got  to  work  to  organize  a 
home  emergency  drive.  Less  than  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  fire  carpenters  began  work.  People  from  the 
city  came  to  help.  Money  was  donated.  Within  a  few 
weeks  a  new  home  was  ready  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias 
were  able  to  step  into  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  are  Negroes. 

Teachers  in  the  following  fields  are  needed  by  some 
of  our  colleges:  biology,  physical  education  for  women, 
general  physical  and  earth  sciences,  English,  psychology, 
economics  and  business  administration,  chemistry, 
music,  Bible  and  education  with  an  emphasis  upon 
supervision  of  student  practice  teaching.  These  staff 
people  are  also  needed:  matron  of  girls'  dormitory  and 
dietitian.  Interested  persons  who  have  superior  prepara- 
tion and  qualifications  in  these  fields  may  make  inquiry 
of  C.  Ernest  Davis,  Secretary,  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Manchester  College 
Miss  Belly  Lou  Preston,  assistant  professor  of  Span- 
ish, has  received  a  Pan  American  World  Airways  travel 
fellowship  for  the  year  1950.  She  expects  to  study  phil- 
ology in  the  University  of  Chili  in  Santiago.  She  will 
terminate  her  work  at  Manchester  for  this  year  at  the 
end  of  the  winter  term  and  will  fly  to  South  America, 
leaving  March  10.  Her  studies  will  continue  through 
the  school  year  there  from  March  to  December. 

Several  faculty  members  attended  their  professional 
meetings  during  the  holidays — in  Chicago,  Cincinnati, 
Rock  Island,  New  York  City  and  elsewhere.  Among 
them  were  Professors  Earl  Garver,  R.  H.  Miller,  Ercell 
Lynn,  Harry  Moore  and  Gladdys  Muir. 


The  addition  to  the  men's  dormitory  (Old  Dorm)  is 
slowly  being  built.  Winter  weather  has  retarded  the 
program  but  we  expect  it  to  be  completed  by  early 
spring. 


Clausen  on  our 

Students  and 

to  his  ministry. 

,  has  been  add- 

dramatic  work. 

school  teacher, 

religious  educa- 


From  Jan.  9  to  11  we  had  Bernard 
campus  for  a  religious  emphasis  period 
faculty  looked  forward  with  expectancy 

Miss  Eleanor  Yinger  of  Albion,  Mich, 
ed  to  the  faculty  to  assist  in  speech  and 
She  has  had  wide  experience  as  a  high 
in  Red  Cross  work,  and  as  a  director  of 
tion  in  a  large  church  in  Cleveland. 

Wayne  Miller,  a  Manchester  graduate  of  1948  who 
received  his  M.A.  in  speech  at  Purdue  last  year,  is 
spending  the  year  at  Manchester.  Just  now  he  is  giv- 
ing his  time  to  admissions  and  student  recruiting. 

On  Dec.  11,  a  chorus  of  nearly  250  voices,  assisted 
by  an  orchestra  of  more  than  40  pieces,  rendered  the 
entire  Messiah  by  Handel  with  unusual  success  under 
the  direction  of  Prof.  Arthur  Kennedy. 

Many  friends  of  the  college  have  remembered  us 
with  gifts  during  recent  weeks.  Some  seventy  have 
joined  the  Sustaining  Membership  Club,  others  have 
contributed  to  the  development  fund,  which  now  ex- 
ceeds $180,000  and  others  have  contributed  to  the  col- 
lege, "to  be  used  as  seems  best  to  you."  To  all  these 
our  hearty  thanks! 

March  22  will  be  pastors'  day  at  Manchester  College. 
One  feature  of  the  day's  program  will  be  an  address 
by  Bishop  Bromley  Oxnam.  The  pastors  will  be  the 
guests  of  the  college  and  the  program  of  the  day  will 
be  an  attempt  to  familiarize  the  pastors  with  the  pro- 
gram and  purposes  of  the  college. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in  the  Moxham  church, 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  March  6-12. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Sell  of  Farmington,  Pa.,  in  the  Bethel  church,  Pa., 
April  9-16. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Lealherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Har- 
risonburg church,  Va.,  March  5-12. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Peters  Creek  church,  Va. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Independence  church,  Kansas. 

Nine  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Lititz  church, 
Pa. 

Five  baptized  and  three  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Adrian  church, 
Mich. 

Two  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Imperial  Heights 
church,  Calif. 

Seventeen  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Clover- 
dale  church,  Va. 

Three  baptized  and  sixteen  received  by  letter  in  the  Indian- 
apolis church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Meadow 
Branch  church,  Md. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  and  former  bap- 
tism in  the  Nampa  church,  Idaho. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  19 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Winning  Christian  Freedom. — Acts  15: 
1-35;  Gal.  2.  Memory  Selection:  For  freedom  Christ  has  set  us 
free;  stand  fast  therefore,  and  do  not  submit  again  to  a  yoke  of 
slavery.    Gal.  5:1  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  February,  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
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From  Church  Door 
to  Capital 


THE  scene  is  at  the  church  door 
after  Sunday  morning  services. 
Brother  N.  Quirer:  Good  morn- 
ing, Brother  Pastor,  that  was  a  good 
sermon.  By  the  way,  what's  this 
Washington  business  you  announced 
this  morning? 

Pastor:  It's  another  Brethren  sem- 
inar to  Washington.  You  know,  there 
have  been  some  before.  I  believe 
there  were  two  last  year — a  general 
one  in  the  spring  and  one  in  the  sum- 
mer especially  for  youth. 

N:  I  don't  understand  all  these 
fancy  names.  What  do  they  mean  by 
a  seminar?  I  always  thought  a  sem- 
inar was  some  kind  of  a  thingumbob 
at  a  university. 

P  (smiling):  Well,  you're  right, 
but  the  word  is  borrowed  quite  a  bit 
nowadays.  You  see,  in  general,  a 
seminar  is  a  study  group.  This 
Brethren  seminar  to  Washington  is 
a  group  that  intends  to  study  our 
government  in  Washington. 

N:  Can't  they  do  that  at  home 
without  going  to  all  that  expense? 
After  all,  my  boy  is  studying  govern- 
ment in  high  school. 

P:   How  does  he  like  it? 

N:  Well,  not  much,  I'll  have  to  ad- 
mit. He  says  it's  terribly  dry.  But 
you  know  how  kids  are.  They  don't 
always  appreciate  a  course  until  later 
on. 

P:  Yes,  that's  often  true.  But  I 
have  an  idea  that  if  he  could  go  to 
this  seminar,  his  course  would  mean 
a  lot  more  to  him. 

N:  What?  Send  a  kid  all  the  way 
to  Washington?  He'd  play  hookey 
from  the  meetings. 

P:  Would  he  do  that?  Maybe  his 
father  could  go  along  and  keep  him 
on  the  straight  and  narrow  path. 

N:  Hmm!  Maybe  it  wouldn't  be  a 
bad  idea.  But,  first,  I  want  to  know 
more  about  what  goes  on  there. 

P:  Here  comes  B.S.  He  was  at  the 
seminar  last  May.  Let's  have  him 
tell  us  how  it  went.   O  B.S. 
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Brother  B.S.  Repp:  Yes. 

P:  B.S.,  Brother  N.  here 
is  asking  about  these 
Washington  seminars. 
You  went  last  year. 
Would  you  tell  him  what 
it  was  like? 

B.S:  Certainly.  I  really 
found  it  worth  the  time 
and  money,  and  I'd  like 
to  see  someone  from  this 
congregation  go  this  year. 
You  know,  I'm  the  Breth- 
ren Service  representa- 
tive, and  I  am  sort  of  re- 
sponsible. 

N:  Well,  what  did  you 
do  there? 

B.S:  Phew!  I'll  have  to  stop  and 
think.  We  went  around  so  fast  and 
saw  so  many  places  and  heard  so 
many  different  people  talk  that  I 
don't  know  where  to  begin.  We 
visited  three  or  four  different  gov- 
ernment departments,  including  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  We  saw  the 
Senate  in  session,  and  some  of  the 
fellows  saw  the  House  meet  too.  I 
didn't;  I  was  in  another  meeting. 

N:  Was  that  all? 

B.S:  Oh,  no,  not  by  a  long  ways. 
One  of  the  high  lights  was  a  meeting 
with  Senator  Douglas  in  his  office. 
You  know,  the  new  senator  from 
Illinois. 

N:  Kind  of  a  radical,  isn't  he? 

B.S:  Well,  I  used  to  think  so,  but 
I  wouldn't  say  that  any  more.  That 
man  made  quite  an  impression  on 
me. 

JV:  I  understand  that  he  doesn't 
believe  in  peace. 

B.S:  He's  not  a  pacifist,  that's  true. 
Of  course,  there  are  a  lot  of  Brethren 
who  aren't  either.  I  personally  am, 
but  I  must  say  that  I  had  to  respect 
the  Senator's  views  even  though  I 
didn't  agree  with  him.  He  was  kind 
and  friendly  but  very  clear  in  stating 
what  he  believes  and  does  not  be- 
lieve. 

JV:   This  really  sounds  interesting. 
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But  is  that  the  whole  story  now? 

B.S:  No,  it  isn't.  We  met  some  of 
the  people  from  these  international 
agencies  too.  You  know,  the  FAO, 
the  IRO  and  things  like  that. 

N:  I  don't  really  know  what  they 
are.  This  alphabet  soup  has  confused 
me  ever  since  the  New  Deal  began. 

B.S:  Well,  the  FAO  is  the  Food 
and  Agriculture  Organization,  one  of 
the  organizations  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. It  is  trying  to  figure  out  how 
all  the  people  of  the  world  can  be 
supplied  with  adequate  food  through 
better  farming  methods  and  better 
distribution.  The  IRO  is  the  Interna- 
tional Refugee  Organization,  which 
has  been  helping  to  relocate  war 
refugees.  It  was  good  to  learn  that 
the  United  Nations  is  really  accom- 
plishing things  in  these  fields. 

N:  Didn't  it  get  tiresome  to  go  to 
so  many  meetings  and  sit  around  all 
the  time? 

B.S:  Yes,  sometimes  it  did.  Wash- 
ington had  an  early  warm  spell  and 
was  really  sticky.  I  couldn't  keep  the 
crease  in  my  trousers.  Some  of  the 
discussions  did  get  a  little  tedious. 
But,  when  it  was  all  over,  I  felt  that 
I  really  had  learned  a  lot.  It  cer- 
tainly helped  me  to  understand  what 
Washington  is  like.  And,  by  the  way, 
I  haven't  said  anything  yet  about 
what  we  learned  that  the  churches 
are  doing  in  Washington. 


N:  You  mean  the  lobbyists? 

B.S:  Well,  strictly  speaking,  they 
are  not  all  lobbyists.  Some  denomi- 
nations do  have  their  representatives 
registered  as  lobbyists.  These  make 
a  regular  practice  of  representing  the 
denomination's  views  on  certain 
kinds  of  legislation  of  real  concern 
to  that  church.  But  many  of  the 
churches  maintain  Washington  of- 
fices in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with 
what  the  government  is  doing,  to  run 
such  errands  as  getting  passports  for 
missionaries  and  once  in  a  while  to 
testify  before  House  or  Senate  com- 
mittees. You  see,  presenting  testi- 
mony before  a  committee  is  not  con- 
sidered lobbying.  It  was  a  revelation 
to  see  how  much  service  some  of 
these  denominational  offices  render. 

N:  What  did  all  this  cost?  Your 
pocketbook  must  have  been  quite 
a  bit  lighter  when  you  got  back. 

B.S:  Yes,  the  cost  was  a  real  item. 
Travel  between  here  and  Washington 
is  a  big  part  of  it.  Our  stay  in  Wash- 
ington was  fairly  cheap  when  you 
consider  everything.  Rooms  could  be 
had  for  as  low  as  $1.50  a  night,  and 
one  could  get  along  on  an  average  of 
$2.50  for  meals.  We  ate  a  number  of 
our  meals  in  government  building 
cafeterias  where  prices  are  fairly 
reasonable.  Of  course,  there  were 
several  special  dinners  too.  Those  ran 
higher.  Then  one  has  to  allow  some- 
thing for  getting  around  in  Washing- 
ton. We  had  to  visit  a  good  many 
places.  People  with  cars  had  some 
trouble  finding  places  to  park.  Some 
found  their  way  around  on  street- 
cars, but  this  took  a  little  time.  Some 
used  taxis  which  are  fairly  cheap 
in  Washington.  Also,  I  understand 
that  the  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion will  charge  a  little  registration 
fee  this  year. 

N:  But  wouldn't  that  much  money 
come  in  handy  for  the  Brotherhood 
Fund  or  even  with  our  own  local 
budget  here.  I  do  hope  that  people 
who  go  will  not  reduce  their  regular 
giving.  This  ought  to  be  something 
extra  for  most  people.  Don't  you 
think  so,  B.S.? 

B.S:  Yes,  I  agree.  Certainly  we 
would  not  want  to  cut  down  our 
regular  giving.  But  look  at  how 
many  of  us  spend  money  on  personal 
pleasures.  Some  go  to  Florida  for 
the  winter.  Some  spend  quite  a  bit 
on  entertainment.  Why  not  combine 
a  vacation  and  sight-seeing  trip  with 
some  real  learning? 

N:  Well,  pastor,  what  do  you 
think?  B.S.  has  just  about  sold  me 
on  the  idea  of  going  and  taking 
Ralph. 

P:  I  think  it  would  be  a  fine  idea. 

N:  How  about  yourself,  pastor? 
Why  don't  you  go  too?   You  haven't 


This  year's  general  Breth- 
ren Seminar  to  Washington 
will  be  held  May  2  to  5.  It 
is  open  to  laymen  and  wom- 
en, ministers  and  young  peo- 
ple—  in  fact,  any  interested 
Brethren. 

Attendance  will  be  at  the 
individual's  expense  except 
where  congregations,  dis- 
tricts or  other  groups  wish 
to  send  someone  as  a  dele- 
gate or  give  him  financial 
help. 

Those  interested  should 
write  immediately  to  Lorell 
Weiss,  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  General  Broth- 
erhood Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 


been  to  any  of  these  seminars  yet, 
have  you? 

P  (soberly) :  That's  true.  I  believe 
in  them,  but  I  haven't  been.  You 
know,  we  pastors  have  lots  of  meet- 
ings to  go  to.  I  couldn't  work  it  in 
last  May.  Then,  too,  it  would  have 
been  a  little  bit  hard  to  raise  the 
money. 

N:  Maybe  we  can  do  something 
about  that.  Will  you  have  the  time 
open  this  year? 

P:   So  far,  it  is  open. 

N.  (thinking):  Wonder  if  we 
couldn't  make  up  a  carload?  There'd 
be  the  pastor,  my  boy,  Ralph,  and 
myself.  That  would  leave  room  for 
two  or  maybe  even  three  more. 
Wonder  if  anybody  else  would  like  to 
go? 

B.S:  If  no  one  else  from  this 
church  wants  to  go,  how  about  some- 
body from  Pleasant  Center  or  one 
of  the  other  congregations? 

N:  That's  a  good  idea. 


A  Bridge  Between  Nations 

THE  mother  of  a  German  student, 
Ernst  Taucher,  who  is  staying  in 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
B.  Lantz,  Monticello,  Ind.,  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  the  pastor  of  the 
church  in  that  community: 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  which 
made  me  cheerful  and  quiet.  I  must 
tell  you  that  I  have  the  highest  es- 
teem with  the  manner  by  which  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  realizes 
Christianity.  Millions  of  men  live  on 
earth  under  the  name  of  "Christians" 
without  following  one  of  the  com- 
mandments Christ  has  given  us.  The 
families  of  your  church  make  an  ex- 


cellent piece  of  real  Christian  work 
in  helping  to  dry  the  tears  and  to 
soften  the  dreadful  wounds  war  has 
caused. 

A  large  part  of  German  people  are 
refugees.  That  means  they  had 
house  and  home  in  the  east  of  Ger- 
many, east  of  the  Oder-Neisse  Line. 
These  districts  were  annexed  1945  by 
Russia  and  Poland.  The  inhabitants 
fled  or  they  were  killed,  carried  off 
or  driven  away  from  their  native 
soil.  Twelve  million  came  into  the 
west  of  Germany  where  the  towns 
were  destroyed.  They  live  here  in  a 
misery  which  is  not  to  be  described. 
My  family  is  one  of  them. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  grateful 
young  hearts  of  the  German  boys 
and  girls  to  whom  Brethren  families 
give  so  much  love  and  help  will  be 
the  best  bridge  between  our  nations 
and  may  contribute  to  avoid  war  for 
all  time. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  my  son  is 
with  a  fine  family  who  does  for  his 
best  and  who  is  feeling  for  him  like 
friends  do.  I  hope  that  he  may  con- 
tinue to  show  his  gratitude  by  help- 
ing with  the  work  as  much  as  he  can 
and  by  behaving  as  fair  as  he  knows. 

I  wish  you  a  happy  Christmas. 
May  God  bless  you  and  all  men  who 
show  their  brethren  that  love  and 
faith  are  not  dead  in  the  world. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Hanna  Taucher 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from 
an  article  by  Paul  Mohler,  Pasadena, 
Calif.: 

".  .  .  Peacemakers  are  the  most 
needed — the  most  valuable  people  in 
the  world  today.  Fortunately  for 
the  world  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  them,  some  busier  than  others, 
some  better  than  others,  some  more 
effective.  .  .  .  What  the  world  needs 
right  now  is  for  the  peacemakers  to 
take  the  lead  in  world  affairs  and 
build  sound  foundations  for  uni- 
versal and  lasting  peace. 

"Right  now  the  militarists  are 
leading  our  country.  They  claim  that 
they  have  the  right  way  to  maintain 
peace.  Their  way  is  to  prepare  for 
war.  Nobody  is  doing  much  to  op- 
pose them.  The  church  is  very  quiet. 
She  seems  to  think  either  that  the 
militarists  are  right  or  that  it  is 
useless  to  oppose  them.  I  think  that 
is  wrong  on  both  counts.  Further- 
more, I  think  that  the  church  should 
lead  the  nation  in  its  thinking  and 
its  action  in  relation  to  other  coun- 
tries. To  be  efficient  peacemakers, 
we  need  to  follow  after  the  things 
that  make  for  peace. 
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IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


BUILDING  and 
EQUIPMENT  for 

Christian   Education 


Forrest  U.  Groff 

Church  Building  Counselor 

THE  church  has  at  least  four  dis- 
tinct functions,  all  dedicated  to 
the  one  great  purpose  of  evange- 
lism: worship,  Christian  education, 
fellowship,  social  functions  and  rec- 
reation. Each  is  a  part  of  the  others 
and  all  serve  the  same  end.  If  any 
one  of  the  functions  ceases  to  serve 
as  an  evangelistic  agency,  it  no  long- 
er has  a  reason  to  exist  within  the 
church.  We  dare  not,  therefore, 
eliminate  any  one  of  the  functions. 
They  are  all  needed  to  fulfill  the 
ultimate  purpose  of  the  church. 

When  we  build  or  remodel  we 
must  give  as  much  thought  and 
study  to  the  needs  for  Christian  ed- 
ucation as  we  do  to  the  needs  for 
worship,  fellowship  and  the  social 
functions  of  the  church.  As  an  ar- 
chitect and  builder  I  am  very  much 
concerned  that  we  provide  adequate 
buildings  and  equipment  for  Chris- 
tian education.  But  as  a  churchman 
I  am  also  aware  that  the  truths  we 
teach,  that  the  spiritual  atmosphere 
we  create  and  that  the  efforts  and 
zeal  put  forth  by  the  teachers  can 
do  much  to  overcome  many  inade- 
quacies in  our  buildings.  The  most 
adequate  Christian  education  plant 
in  itself  cannot  get  the  job  done. 
It  requires  the  consecrated  efforts 
of  every  pupil,  leader  and  teacher 
in  the  church  school. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  educa- 
tional building  and  equipment  are 
not  the  only  prerequisites  to  a  suc- 
cessful church  school  they  do  play 
an  important  role  and  ought  to  be 
given  far  more  consideration  than 
most    of   us    are    willing    to    admit. 
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Often  we  are  willing  to  go  along 
with  noisy,  overcrowded  children's 
classrooms  in  dark,  damp,  dingy 
basements  or  with  the  absolute  in- 
effective bedlam  of  six  to  eight  adult 
classes  meeting  in  the  sanctuary  be- 
cause we  don't  know  any  better  or 
because  we  are  not  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice  necessary  to  remedy  the 
situation. 

Before  we  can  build  effectively  for 
Christian  education  we  must  know 
"what  is  our  purpose  or  goal."  Many 
of  us  are  not  aware  of  the  purpose 
of  the  church  school;  therefore,  how 
can  we  know  what  our  needs  are. 
Most  of  us  are  not  enough  concerned 
to  take  the  time  or  effort  to  study 
our  needs.  It  is  easier  to  go  along 
as  we  have  for  years.  We  cannot 
promote  an  effective  Christian  edu- 
cation program  without  first  analyz- 
ing our  present  program.  We  usually 
gear  our  program  to  our  existing 
building  and  equipment.  And  often 
when  we  realize  the  ineffectiveness 
of  our  efforts  we  decide  to  remodel 
or  rebuild,  but  with  little  thought 
of  our  real  purpose.  Too  often  we 
fail  to  study  our  program  in  rela- 


tion to  our  present  and  future  needs 
and  therefore  we  burden  the  future 
generation  with  a  building  that  is 
just  as  inadequate  for  them  as  ours 
has  been  for  us.  Qualified  help  and 
counsel  should  be  sought  in  planning 
an  effective  Christian  education  pro- 
gram for  the  future.  There  are  many 
good  books  and  pamphlets  available 
which  may  be  studied. 

We  must  study  our  own  particular 
situation  and  plan  to  build  to  meet 
our  needs.  The  needs  of  one  church 
school  may  be  vastly  different  from 
those  of  another.  The  size  of  the 
Sunday  school,  the  training  and 
number  of  teachers  available,  the' 
background  of  the  pupils,  the  type 
of  community  being  served,  the  fi- 
nancial ability  of  the  church,  etc., 
must  all  be  considered  in  planning 
the  most  effective  Christian  educa- 
tion facilities  for  our  particular  situ- 
ation. When  we  plan  a  home  for 
our  family  we  plan  it  to  meet  our 
own  peculiar  needs.  It  may  be  per- 
fectly functional  for  our  family  but 
might  utterly  fail  to  meet  the  needs 
of  another  family.  Therefore,  we 
must  be  careful  about  copying  an- 
other church  school  plan  without 
first  carefully  considering  all  factors 
involved. 

After  an  adequate  program  has 
been  outlined  and  the  needs  deter- 
mined, plans  may  be  drawn  which 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  carrying 
out  of  an  effective  church-school  pro- 
gram. 

Adequate  room  should  be  provided 
for  each  department  and  at  the  same 
time  multiple  use  of  rooms  should 
be  encouraged  whenever  possible. 
At  the  best  a  church  building  is  the 
most  costly  of  any  building  for  the 
amount  of  use.  Permanent  walls  and 
partitions  are  much  more  effective 
in  most  instances  than  movable  par- 
titions, draperies  or  screens.  How- 
ever, there  are  places  where  such 
facilities  may  be  very  effectively  and 
economically  used.  The  present 
trend  is  toward  fewer  but  larger 
classrooms,  with  adequate  facilities 
for  group  worship  either  within  the 
classroom  for  the  smaller  children 
or  in  a  special  chapel  for  the  older 
pupils.  Sometimes  the  same  worship 
room  may  be  used  by  different 
groups  at  different  times  during  the 
church-school  hour. 

It  is  extremely  important  that  the 
pupil   should   feel   at   home   in   his 


Helps  for  Interfaith 
Relief  Effort 


MM  12, 1950 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 


Our  Brotherhood  will  be  co-op- 
erating again  with  sixteen  other 
Protestant  communions  representing 
24,228,611  members  in  a  second  na- 
tion-wide One  Great  Hour  of  Shar- 
ing appeal  for  funds  with  which  to 
meet  overseas  relief  and  reconstruc- 
tion needs.  Outstanding  materials 
have  been  prepared  co-operatively 
to  help  each  denomination  picture 
its  own  overseas  program  which  its 
members'  offerings  are  to  support. 
Every  member  should  see  these  be- 
fore responding  to  this  great  united 
appeal  scheduled  for  March  12.  (Pas- 
tors and  superintendents  will  receive 
sample  copies.) 

Clip  this  form  and  order  copies 
you  will  need.  Address  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 

Three-color  poster 

Attractive   folder    describing 

great  need 

Local  Leaders'  Manual 

Radio  Program  Guide 

Church  bulletin  insert 

Offering  envelope  in  color 


surroundings — "in  the  house  of  God." 
The  small  children  should  find  it 
easy  to  enter  their  rooms.  They 
should  not  be  expected  to  climb 
many  steps  up  to  the  second  and 
third  floors,  nor  to  descend  into  the 
basement.  Their  rooms  should  be 
warm,  light  and  well-ventilated,  and 
contain  more  floor  space  than  we 
often  allow.  Each  department  should 
be  planned,  if  possible,  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  age  group  to  be  housed 
therein.  The  child  should  progress 
gradually  and  naturally  from  the 
simple  worship  experience  under- 
standable to  a  small  child,  to  that 
of  the  adult. 

The  church-school  program  should 
not  be  totally  divorced  from  that 
of  the  church  worship  program.  The 
building  arrangement  can  aid  in  uni- 
fying the  total  church  program  as 
it  can  also  tend  to  segregate  the 
church-school  program  from  the 
worship  program  of  the  church. 

Just  as  the  church-school  buildings 
and  rooms  need  to  cause  the  pupil 
to  feel  right  at  home,  so  the  furnish- 
ings and  equipment  ought  to  be  sized 
and  fitted  .  for  the  particular  age 
group  to  be  served.  Chairs,  tables, 
blackboards,  bulletin  boards,  cup- 
boards and  storage  should  all  be  in 
keeping  with  the  age  of  the  pupils. 
Reliable  information  is  available  giv- 
ing the  proper  sizes  of  tables  and 
chairs  for  the  various  groups. 

Elbert  M.  Conover's  new  book, 
The  Church  Builder,  gives  much  in- 
formation on  appropriate  classroom 


equipment  and  is  a  worth-while  book 
for  any  church  library.  Good  and 
properly  fitted  equipment  need  not 
be  expensive.  Much  of  it  can  be 
made  by  the  men  of  the  church  at 
a  very  reasonable  figure. 

When  we  plan  to  remodel  or  build 
new  for  Christian  education: 

1.  Let  us  study  our  program  far 
in  advance  of  our  actual  building 
experience. 

2.  Let  us  organize  effectively  for 
this  study,  using  all  available,  re- 
liable resources,  such  as  books,  in- 
terdenominational literature,  and  de- 
nominational counsel. 

"  3.  Let  us  not  be  bound  by  custom 
or  tradition  but  rather  look  toward 
the  future  with  open  minds. 

4.  Let  us  build  to  fit  our  particular 
needs  with  proper  rooms  and  equip- 
ment for  each  age  group. 

5.  Let  us  not  expect  the  building 
and  equipment  to  solve  all  our  Chris- 
tian education  problems  but  let  us 
build  in  a  way  that  our  facilities, 
our  program  and  our  teachers  to- 
gether may  do  the  best  job  possible 
in  educating  and  integrating  for  the 
most  effective  evangelism,  realizing 
that  the  Christian  education  function 
is  only  a  part  of  the  total  church 
program. 

Our  Christian  education  buildings 
and  equipment  should  be  just  as 
attractive,  just  as  functional  and  just 
as  economical  as  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  consecrated  Christian  people 
can  possibly  make  them.  We  should 
not  be  satisfied  with  less  than  our 


sacrificial  efforts  can  make  available. 
And  it  must  be  understood  that  to 
provide  adequate  Christian  educa- 
tion facilities  requires  far  more  than 
our  traditional  or  customary  giving. 
It  requires  sincere,  sacrificial  giving 
on  the  part  of  every  Christian. 

For  further  answers  to  your  ques- 
tions relative  to  building  for  Chris- 
tian education  you  may  write  to: 
Christian  Education  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 
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Audio- Visual  Materials  for 
Leadership  Training 

2x2  Slides 

CHANGING  THE  PRIMARY 
ROOM  (50  colored  slides).  Rental 
$1.50.  This  set  shows  the  transforma- 
tion of  an  ordinary  primary  room 
to  one  which  is  better  and  more 
attractive. 

THE  CHURCH  MUST  TEACH 
(56  colored  slides).  Rental  $1.50. 
This  slide  lecture  deals  with  the 
problem  of  securing  and  developing 
teachers  for  the  church-school  pro- 
gram. 

IMPROVE  YOUR  TEACHING  (51 
colored  slides).  Rental  $1.50.  We 
see  here  the  experience  of  a  discour- 
aged Sunday-school  teacher  and  how 
new  vision  and  courage  came 
through  a  friendly  and  experienced 
teacher. 

TEACHING  THE  BIBLE  (67  col- 
ored slides).  Rental  $1.50.  With  a 
well-written  script  this  slide  set  is 
valuable  in  the  training  of  teachers 
to  teach  the  Bible  to  juniors  and 
intermediates. 
35mm  Film  Strips 

LEARN  A  LOT  AND  LIKE  IT 
(with  recorded  script).  Rental  $1.50. 
Through  the  use  of  a  well-narrated 
script  and  a  combination  of  photo- 
graphs and  drawings  the  audience 
of  teachers  can  be  led  to  a  fuller 
vision  of  what  church-school  teach- 
ing can  be. 

VISITING  TEACHER.  Rental  50c. 
This  film  strip  is  prepared  to  help 
teachers  see  the  need  of  visiting  in 
the   homes    of   church-school   mem- 
bers.  Help  is  given  on  how  to  make 
such  a  visit  successfully. 
VISUAL   EDUCATION   SERVICE 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


JULY  at  Garkida  is  a  beautiful 
month,  any  year.  Rains  bring 
forth  beauty  which  hides  the 
ugly  brown  scars  of  the  dry  season. 
Viewed  from  a  hilltop,  everything 
seems  perfect!  Yet  in  all  this  beauty 
stalks  a  grim  silent  character,  which 
I  will  call  Delay.  To  illustrate,  let 
me  tell  a  few  stories,  all  of  which 
happened  in  midsummer. 


forearm  is  broken  and  two  bones 
protrude  from  nasty  gashes  in  the 
flesh.  The  parents  mix  up  a  filthy 
black  poultice  containing  a  high  cul- 
ture of  bacteria,  and  this  is  smeared 
on  the  wound.  The  arm  is  tightly 
bound  with  strips  of  bark,  which,  as 
the  arm  swells,  acts  like  a  tourni- 
quet, and  the  circulation  to  the  hand 
is  stopped.   After  a  few  days  of  pain 


Garkida  hospital,  but  it  might  as 
well  have  been  a  hundred.  Pre- 
natal clinic?  Yes,  indeed,  but  not  for 
her!  Who  ever  heard  of  such  a 
thing?  Her  mother  gave  birth  to- 
her  without  the  slightest  trouble,  and 
she  could  have  hers  the  same  way. 
Any  examining  doctor  would  have 
known  she  could  not  have  a  baby 
without  assistance.    Yet  Fulani  cus- 


DELAY  and 


Lloyd  R.   Studebaker,  M.  D. 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


MODERN  SUR6ERY 


Intussusception 

A  young  Bura  girl,  aged  twelve, 
was  carried  to  the  mission  hospital 
from  a  village  fifteen  miles  distant. 
For  more  than  two  weeks  she  was 
kept  at  home,  acutely  ill  with  a 
form  of  intestinal  obstruction,  in 
which  one  part  of  the  bowel  tele- 
scopes into  another  part.  This  can 
be  cured  with  modern  surgery,  but 
one  must  not  delay.  Every  hour  of 
waiting  adds  to  its  fatality.  To  most 
Buras  the  word  emergency  is  un- 
known, and  so  it  was  in  this  case. 
Try  a  few  more  native  herbs;  let  the 
witch  doctor  in  —  perhaps  he  can 
chase  away  the  evil  spirit.  Investi- 
gate, find  out  who  has  mysteriously 
poisoned  the  child,  catch  the  culprit 
and  take  him  to  court.  Delay,  de- 
lay, delay!  Finally,  when  all  else 
has  failed,  try  the  white  doctor. 
Well,  yes,  he  has  the  knowledge,  the 
modern  surgical  technique;  he  can 
operate.  The  child  is  opened,  a  large 
section  of  gangrenous  bowel  must 
be  amputated.  Technically,  the  oper- 
ation is  a  success.  Yet  the  child  dies 
from  starvation,  exhaustion,  toxemia, 
delay. 

Compound  fracture 

A  Fulani  girl  climbs  into  a  tree 
in  search  of  food,  slips  and  falls.    A 
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and  agony  the  skin  of  the  hand  and 
lower  arm  begins  to  come  off  be- 
cause of  gangrene,  and  there  is  the 
characteristic  odor  of  dead  flesh,  a 
discharge  of  pus,  and  a  large  col- 
lection of  flies.  All  of  this,  were  it 
a  Westerner,  would  light  up,  some- 
where in  the  recesses  of  the  head, 
a  big  neon  sign  flashing  red  the 
words,  emergency — hurry — hospital! 
After  about  two  weeks  had  passed 
some  kind  of  a  bell  rang  to  suggest 
the  idea,  white  doctor;  so  a  twenty- 
five  mile  trek  to  Garkida  ensued. 
Since  modern  surgery  must  deal  rad- 
ically with  decayed  flesh  and  rotting 
bones,  the  amputation  was  just  be- 
low the  shoulder.  This  child  sur- 
vived the  toxemia  and  blood  stream 
infection  which  had  set  in,  even 
in  spite  of  delay,  but  she  must  go 
through  life  with  only  one  arm,  a 
truly  serious  handicap  in  Africa, 
where  only  a  few  can  earn  bread  by 
other  means  than  the  hands. 

Child  bride  becomes  emergency  ma- 
ternity 

Amshetu,  another  Fulani  girl,  said 
to  be  sixteen,  but  appearing  to  be 
nearer  fourteen,  was  a  child  bride  a 
short  time  ago.  She  was  so  young 
that  when  she  became  an  expectant 
mother,  she  went  to  live  with  her 
mother  until  the  child  was  born. 
This  was  only  three  miles  from  the 


torn  rules  that  women  should  be  left 
untouched,  to  bear  their  children  as 
best  they  can. 

After  four  days  of  hard  labor,  and 
after  all  contractions  had  stopped, 
the  policy  of  delay  was  abandoned 
and  the  girl  was  brought  to  the 
hospital  maternity  ward.  A  quick 
examination  revealed  the  following: 
a  dead  baby,  exhaustion  and  tox- 
emia, a  greatly  distended  bladder. 
This  was  no  longer  a  case  where 
the  doctor  could  choose  among  half 
a  dozen  or  more  procedures  to  help 
this  mother.  Delay  had  reduced  the 
choices  to  one  only,  an  operation  to 
save  the  mother.  It  was  done  quick- 
ly, without  further  delay.  Thanks  to 
penicillin  and  sulfadiazine,  this  girl 
was  saved  from  death  by  puerperal 
sepsis,  but  days  of  pressure  on  the 
bladder  had  worked  the  evil  effect 
of  a  tourniquet  to  the  blood  vessel. 
Necrosis  soon  followed,  and  a  hole 
appeared  in  the  bladder.  American 
women  today  know  little  of  this 
complication,  yet  it  was  not  uncom- 
mon before  the  days  of  modern  ob- 
stetrics, and  it  is  very  common  in 
Africa,  where  most  women  still  give 
birth  outside  of  hospitals  and  with- 
out doctors. 

These  unhappy  women  go  about, 
deserted  by  their  husbands,  shunned 
by  all  who  meet  them,  avoided  by 
their  own  relatives,  forlorn  creatures 
with  scarcely  a  friend!  A  permanent 
lasting  repair  of  this  injury  is,  even 
today,  one  of  the  most  difficult  of 
operations.  We  know  not  what  lies 
ahead  for  our  Fulani  child  bride. 
Her  husband  will  most  certainly  de- 
Continued  on  page  24 


The  Church  at  Home 


Peoria  church,  Illinois 


HOME  MISSION 
BRIEFS 


Work  Grows  at  Tiffin,  Ohio 

EM.  HERTZLER,  who  June  1, 
1949,  took  up  the  new  work  at 
Tiffin,  Northwestern  Ohio, 
states  after  a  very  busy  summer  and 
fall  doing  exploratory  work  in  the 
city  of  Tiffin  that  he  feels  that  some 
very  worth-while  work  has  been  ac- 
complished. During  this  period  they 
were  obliged  to  use  temporary  quar- 
ters as  a  place  of  worship. 
Bro.  Hertzler  writes, 

It  has  been  very  interesting  to  see  the 
small  quarters  fill  up  Sunday  after  Sunday. 
Even  though  our  average  attendance  is 
only  twenty-eight,  we  can  say  that  we 
usually  have  a  full  house.  However,  the 
fact  is  that  the  persent  quarters  are  too 
small  for  us  to  continue  using  during  the 
coming  months.  For  the  summer  while  we 
were  able  to  have  doors  and  windows 
open,  the  small  quarters  were  sufficient 
to  get  by  but  now  that  we  will  need  to 
keep  doors  and  windows  closed,  the  small 
room  will  become  too  uncomfortable  for 
the  growing  number  of  people  we  have. 

Our  next  location  in  the  city  should  be 
where  we  intend  to  locate  permanently. 
Very  careful  surveys  have  been  made  and 
we  have  found  a  very  desirable  section 
of  the  town  to  locate.  ...  In  co-operation 
with   district   and   Brotherhood   representa- 


tives we  are  making  these  studies.  .  .  . 
Right  now  we  are  in  the  process  of  decid- 
ing whether  to  rent  or  to  build  a  basement. 

Brethren  C.  H.  Deardorff,  Charles 
E.  Zunkel  and  J.  H.  Mathis  are 
working  closely  with  these  people 
in  their  plans. 


Summer  Pastors 

THE  thirty-one  summer  pastors 
who  served  in  a  common  bond 
of  fellowship  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Idaho  and  from  Florida  to  Dakota 
unanimously  report  a  most  helpful 
experience  during  the  summer 
months.  It  is  a  very  real  challenge 
to  these  young  men  to  give  of  their 
best  to  the  service  of  the  church. 
One  summer  pastor  told  that  upon 
arrival  he  was  advised  there  were 
no  young  people  in  that  particular 
church  but  on  visitation  he  found 
several  scattered  around  and  by  the 
end  of  the  summer  eighteen  young 
people  of  the  church  and  community 
were  meeting  regularly  for  study 
and  fellowship. 

Summer  pastors  find  a  great  joy 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 

Dare  we  care  enough  to  give  our 
Home  Mission  dollars  in  sufficient 
amounts  that  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
will  be  raised  in  full! 


in  leading  people  into  the  fellowship 
of  the  church  through  baptism.  Life 
commitments  for  Christian  service 
for  the  young  men  themselves  be- 
come more  and  more  definite  as  sum- 
mer pastors  experience  the  thrill 
and  the  joy  of  Christian  service! 


Peoria,  Illinois 

PEORIA,  Illinois,  is  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  cities  in  the 
United  States  and  the  second 
largest  city  in  Illinois.  Even  before 
the  war  a  number  of  people  were 
interested  in  starting  a  church  in 
Peoria.  About  1945  the  Southern 
Illinois  Board  of  Administration  de- 
cided that  it  would  support  a  pastor. 
So  a  summer  pastor  first  served 
there  and  then  a  student  pastor.  In 
the  spring  of  1947  Lorrel  Eikenberry 
came  as  a  student  pastor  and  upon 
his  graduation  in  June  1949  assumed 
full-time  duties  as  pastor.  When 
Bro.  Eikenberry  first  came  the  aver- 
age attendance  was  twenty-five, 
whereas  now  it  is  seventy-five. 

When  the  group  started  holding 
meetings  they  met  in  a  store  build- 
ing, then  in  a  Free  Methodist  church 
on  Sunday  afternoons.  Lots  were 
bought  in  a  good  location  that  sur- 
veys show  is  fertile  ground  for  a 
church.  When  the  group  could  not 
get  a  building  permit  during  the 
war,  they  build  a  little  24  x  50  struc- 
ture and  then  they  built  a  14  x  24 
room  at  the  back  which  they  have 
now  outgrown.  The  average  attend- 
ance at  the  1947  Bible  School  was 
45;  in  1948,  it  was  83;  in  1949  the 
average  attendance  was  120.  The 
group  has  outgrown  its  present  fa- 
cilities and  even  the  enlarged  build- 
ing is  figuratively  bulging  at  the 
seams  with  the  growing  attendance. 
The  need  for  a  church  building  on 
the  location  owned  by  the  church 
is  apparent.  The  eighteen  member 
families  are  giving  to  the  church 
building  fund  as  well  as  to  the  $2,020 
local  budget.  Many  Brethren  and 
others  are  moving  into  this  industrial 
city. 

Shall  we  care  for  the  spiritual 
needs  or  be  content  with  having  once 
had  a  little  church  in  Peoria? 
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Continued  from  page  22 
sert  her,  unless  she  can  be  healed 
quickly,  but  the  operation  must  be 
delayed  until  she  fully  recovers 
from  the  present  ordeal.  She  may 
never  become  a  mother.  Delay  stalks 
as  a  killer  and  mutilator! 

The  new  light 

But  a  new  light  is  dawning  in 
Africa.  All  is  no  longer  punctuated 
by  delay.  Six-week-old  Anjikwi 
was  brought  to  the  hospital  the  sec- 
ond day  of  his  illness.  He  was  vom- 
iting everything  he  swallowed,  even 
water.  He  cried  with  pain,  and  there 
was  a  small  hard  swelling  in  his 
right  groin.  Even  though  his  mother 
did  not  understand,  she  knew  the 
safest  thing  was  to  go  to  the  mis- 
sion hospital  at  once  and  not  delay 
with  the  usual  efforts  of  her  fore- 
fathers. This  proved  to  be  another 
case  of  intestinal  obstruction,  this 
time  due  to  strangulated  hernia,  a 
rare  thing  in  so  young  a  patient.  A 
few  years  ago,  any  Bura  woman 
would  have  run  away  in  fright  at 
the  suggestion  that  a  knife  should 
be  used  on  her  baby.  And  if  she 
did  not  run,  she  would  have  delayed 
by  first  sending  for  her  husband, 
who  might  be  away  on  a  journey 
and  not  expected  back  for  several 
days.  In  this  case  the  mother  came 
without  waiting  for  the  husband, 
who  was  away,  and  the  operation 
was  completed  before  he  arrived, 
even  though  he  was  indignant  that 
she  had  allowed  it  without  consult- 
ing him. 

Thanks  to  faith,  which  has  been 
slowly  and  painfully  established  in 
the  hearts  of  many  in  Buraland  dur- 
ing the  many  years  of  treating  the 
sick,  we  were  given  in  time  the 
green  light  on  little  Anjikwi.  An 
emergency  operation  freed  the  stran- 
gulated bowel  before  it  became  gan- 
grenous. Once  it  was  released,  vom- 
iting stopped,  and  Anjikwi  went  to 
work  nursing  like  a  little  bear,  mak- 
ing up  for  lost  time! 

Christ  and  delay 

In  bringing  Christ  to  Buraland 
there  has  been  the  same  delay.  As 
the  primitive  man  is  unable  to  see 
the  lifeline,  which  can  save  his  body 
from  the  destructive  forces  of  dis- 
ease, in  the  form  of  the  mission  hos- 
pital, so  he  is  unable,  in  a  short 
period,  to  see  the  lifeline  which  can 
save  his  soul,  in  the  form  of  Jesus 
Christ.  But  faith,  however  long  de- 
layed, does  come  eventually,  and  is 
today  flourishing  in  the  hearts  of 
many  African  Christians.  In  them 
lies  the  hope  and  salvation  for  all 
of  Africa! 


Sadie    Miller    and    Verna    Blickenstaff    leaving    Bombay,    India 


A  Pioneer  Missionary  Returns 


Anna  Lichty 

Franklin  Grove,  Illinois 
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SADIE  MILLER,  pioneer  mission- 
ary to  India  arrived  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  the  United  States 
several  days  after  Christmas.  She 
and  Verna  Blickenstaff,  who  has 
served  as  a  trained  nurse  for  twenty- 
nine  years  in  India,  came  home  to- 
gether. Sadie  has  given  forty-six 
years  of  faithful  service  to  India  and 
is  now  due  to  retire.  She  first  sailed 
to  India  in  the  autumn  of  1903  and 
returned  to  India  from  her  last  fur- 
lough in  1937 — twelve  years  ago. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  think  of 
Sadie  remaining  in  the  States  this 
time  and  not  returning  to  India. 
And  for  one  who  has  given  most  of 
a  lifetime  in  servce  among  a  people 
in  great  need  of  spiritual  and  physi- 
cal help  it  is  even  more  difficult  to 
realize  that  she  shall  not  return  to 
them. 

When  Sadie  went  to  India,  a  young 
woman  of  twenty-five  years,  she 
"put  her  hand  to  the  plow  and  never 
looked  back."  She  learned  the  lan- 
guage well.  She  spoke  it  fluently, 
idiomatically  and  without  foreign  ac- 
cent. She  did  not  find  it  difficult  to 
adapt  herself  to  the  simple  Indian 
way  of  living.  Inconveniences  were 
not  considered  self-denials.  Self  was 
lost  in  service  for  others.  She  has 
had  the  joy  of  leading  souls  out  of 
darkest  paganism  into  the  gospel 
light. 


One  of  Sadie's  chief  interests  was 
to  help  the  backward  classes  realize 
the  value  of  educating  their  girls. 
In  winter  and  summer  seasons  she 
toured  among  villages  in  isolated 
areas.  She  would  pitch  her  tent  in 
a  village  and  spend  several  weeks 
teaching  the  women  and  girls  to  sew 
and  knit,  as  well  as  to  sing  and  learn 
Bible  stories.  With  her  Indian  help- 
ers she  conducted  evangelistic,  tem- 
perance and  rural  uplift  meetings. 
During  monsoon,  when  she  was  un- 
able to  travel  in  the  district,  she 
often  spent  several  months  in  the 
Anklesvar  girls'  school,  teaching 
handwork.  During  her  years  of  serv- 
ice she  has  spent  most  of  her  time 
in  boarding  schools  and  district 
evangelism  in  the  Anklesvar,  Umal- 
la,  Jalapor  and  Vyara  areas. 

During  the  last  four  months  that 
Sadie  was  in  India  many  friends, 
individually  and  also  in  groups, 
came  to  give  their  farewells.  Each 
time  she  felt  the  pain  of  separation 
keenly,  but  realized  that  this  was 
the  people's  way  of  expressing  their 
love  and  appreciation.  So  she  ac- 
cepted their  final  respects  with  all 
the  courage  and  cheer  she  could 
muster. 

Now  Sadie  has  changed  her  field 
of  service.  Let  us  pray  for  her  that 
she  may  find  a  happy  and  useful 
service  in  the  homeland. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Friendship 

It  has  been  said  that  a  friend  is 
one  who  knows  all  about  you  and 
still  loves  you. 

One  can  bear  grief,  but  it  takes 
two  to  be  glad.  The  sky  is  more 
blue,  birds  sing  more  sweetly  and 
our  friends  are  more  gracious  when 
we  are  filled  with  love  for  someone 
else. 

Should  we  like  one  friend  more 
than  another?  Human  life  goes  on 
best  when  each  of  us  devotes  most 
of  his  love  and  his  powers  to  some 
few  people.  Certainly  we  ought  to 
like  one  friend  better  than  another 
so  long  as  we  like  that  friend  for 
the  right  thing.  If  one  has  more 
love,  tenderness,  faithfulness  and 
honor  than  another,  we  do  wrong 
not  to  love  him  or  her  for  these 
things  more  than  we  love  someone 
else  who  has  less  of  them. 

It  is  also  right  that  love  should 
be  rewarded  by  love  and  cheerful- 
ness by  cheerfulness.  The  very  fact 
helps  and  encourages  people  to  show 
their  best  side  to  the  world. 

One  of  the  most  important  facts 
in  life  is  that  the  qualities  one  pos- 
sesses tend  to  call  forth  the  same 
qualities  in  other  people.  The  loving 
mother  makes  loving  children  and 
cruelty  generally  breeds  cruelty. — 
Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Adult  Camping  Can  Be  Successful 

In  Iowa  an  adult  camp  did  not 
come  into  being  until  the  youth 
cabinet  took  the  initiative  by  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  three  for- 
mer campers  to  make  plans  for  an 
adult  camp. 

There  were  no  funds  with  which 
to  work  but  the  committee  members 
went  ahead  with  arrangements,  pay- 
ing their  own  expenses.  The  camp 
was  advertised  throughout  the 
churches  of  Iowa,  Minnesota  and 
South  Dakota;  then  the  committee 
faced  what  was  felt  to  be  its  big- 
gest problem:  would  there  be  any 
campers?  Church  membership  in 
this  section  is  strongly  rural;  could 
farmers  arrange  for  others  to  do 
their  chores?  Would  threshing  be 
out  of  the  way?  By  campfire  time 
on  the  first  evening,  the  committee 
was  amazed  and  delighted  to  find 
that  forty-eight  had  registered. 

That  first  camp,  August  8-10,  1941, 
at  Camp  Pine  Lake,  near  Eldora, 
Iowa,  was  held  against  a  background 
of  tremendous  international  events, 
and  the  campers  conducted  thought- 
Continued  on  next  page 


^^^^Mmhu^^t^^ 


% : •M «.!;*» <vj: «<.:>':'. 


Youth  Class  Buys  Bulletin  Board 

The  young  people's  class  of  the  Ashland  City  church,  Ohio,  has 
recently  presented  the  bulletin  board,  shown  above,  to  the  church.  It  is 
the  end  result  of  three  years'  work.  To  raise  funds  for  the  project,  in 
addition  to  special  offerings,  the  class  sponsored  ice-cream  socials  and 
jitney  and  chili  suppers  and  gathered  waste  paper. 

The  final  result  is  not  only  a  bulletin  board  for  the  church,  but  also 
a  deeper  fellowship  and  closer  co-operation  within  the  class  which 
come  with  working  together  and  the  giving  of  time  and  money  for  a 
common  goal.  The  members  of  the  class  hope  that  what  they  have  done 
will  be  an  inspiration  for  others  to  do  likewise. — Mary  Jean  Cocanour. 
Ashland,  Ohio. 


About  Books 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,   Illinois. — Ed. 


Sam   Higginbollom:     Farmer.    An 

Autobiography.  Scribner's,  1949.  232 
pages.    $3.00. 

This  book  is  Sam  Higginbottom's 
autobiography  and,  as  an  auto- 
biography, it  has  a  most  enhancing 
and  personal  attraction.  After  many 
requests  were  made  that  he  should 
tell  his  own  story,  he  complied  and 
has  done  so  in  a  modest  yet  compre- 
hensive manner.  It  is  a  simple  and 
honest  statement,  and  it  reveals  his 
unshaken  faith  and  his  unwavering 
courage  as,  rising  out  of  his  own  deep 
poverty  as  a  boy,  he  gave  his  time 
and  energy  as  a  farmer-missionary 
to  help  the  poor  peasants  of  India.  It 
shows  that  missions  include  all  kinds 
of  honest  work  and  touch  every 
phase  of  life.  This  book  should  be 
used  in  our  church  libraries.  It 
should  be  read  by  every  member  of 
our  homes  from  the  intermediates 
on  up.  Even  juniors  would  enjoy 
the  book. — Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Worship  Services  for  Purposeful 
Living.  Alice  A  Bays.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury,    1949.    256   pages.    $2.50. 

Alice  Bays  has  added  still  another 
new  book  to  her  series  of  books  con- 
taining worship  resources.  The  new 
collection  contains  twenty  com- 
pletely  planned   services   for   youth 


and  twenty-four  stories  and  biogra- 
phies which  teachers  and  program 
planners  will  find  useful  for  many 
purposes.  Several  of  these  stories 
and  biographies  appeared  originally 
in  Horizons  and  other  church  story 
papers.  They  have  been  abridged 
and  adapted.  A  teacher  of  a  youth 
or  intermediate  class  should  acquire 
this  new  resource  book  for  either 
his  personal  library  or  the  church 
library. — Kenneth  Morse. 

Called— In  Honor.  Charles  B.  Tup- 
per.  Bethany  Press,  1949.  158  pages. 
$2.00. 

An  unusually  fine  book,  giving  a 
creative  interpretation  of  ministerial 
ethics.  Begins  with  The  New  Testa- 
ment Grounding  of  the  Ministerial 
Call.  Moves  on  into  the  "warm,  de- 
pendable, creative,  religious  matrix 
out  of  which  high  ethical  conduct" 
issues  —  "the  maturing  frontage  of 
life  dedicated  in  faith  and  love  to 
the  Father's  purpose  for  mankind." 
The  remainder  of  the  book  applies 
these  basic  principles  in  the  various 
areas  of  a  minister's  life  in  relation- 
ship to  his  church,  other  ministers, 
the  community,  etc.  —  Charles  E. 
Zunkel. 
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ful  discussions  on  the  best  way  of 
living    in    this    age    of    crisis.     The 
camp  emphasis  was  on  The  Christian 
Home. 

The  adult  camp  program  schedule 
is  usually  very  flexible;  the  open- 
ing campfire  is  planned  in  advance, 
but  the  camp  director  meets  the 
first  evening  with  his  faculty  and 
other  leadership  and  together  they 
make  plans  for  the  remainder  of 
camp.  Even  this  schedule  is  subject 
to  change  as  the  need  presents  it- 
self. Often  the  camp  program  em- 
phasis is  built  around  the  theme 
adopted  by  Annual  Conference. 
Adult  campers  take  a  keen  inter- 
est in  missionary  and  service  proj- 
ects and  have  contributed  substantial 
sums  toward  them.  They  have 
helped  improve  the  camp  by  building 
cabins  and  purchasing  additional 
land.  Many  of  the  features  familiar 
to  youth  camps  are  enjoyed — good 
times  at  table,  sharing  the  work, 
recreation;  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
"visiting"  in  good  Brethren  fash- 
ion. An  elected  librarian  maintains 
a  scrapbook. 

Adult  camp  is  directed  by  its  own 
organization  and  financed  by  a  fee 
which  is  paid  upon  registration. 
Members  of  the  official  body  meet 
during  the  winter  with  the  youth 
cabinet  and  members  of  the  camp 
corporation  in  a  planners'  meeting, 
which  discusses  activities  and  lead- 
ership for  all  of  the  year's  camps. 

With  the  enrollment  in  1948  dou- 
ble that  of  1941,  camp  leaders  are 
convinced  that  Iowa's  adult  camp 
has  a  definite  place  in  the  program 
of  the  church  and  are  looking  for- 
ward with  confidence  to  even  more 
meaningful  camp  experiences  in  the 
future. — Ota  Lee  Russell. 

"But  Ye  Shall  Receive  Power" 

In  his  last  conversation  with  his 
chosen  apostles,  Jesus  commanded 
them  not  to  depart  out  of  Jerusalem, 
but  to  wait  for  power  from  the 
Father. 

In  obedience  to  his  command,  they 
tarried,  continuing  in  prayer  and 
supplication  until  the  promise  of 
the  Father  was  fulfilled  when  he 
sent  to  them  the  Holy  Ghost.  They 
preached  boldly  and  unafraid.  And 
there  were  added  unto  them  that 
day  about  three  thousand  souls. 

This  is  the  source  by  which  we 
have  power  to  witness  for  Christ 
and  to  win  souls  unto  him. 

Some  education  is  essential  and 
more  can  be  helpful.  But  it  is 
not  that  power.  Did  we  ever  stop  to 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


I  like  the  new  heading  on  the  Gospel 
Messenger.  May  the  Lord  continue  to 
make  the  Messenger  a  blessing  to  all  who 
read  it. — Harold  R.  Myers,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

*        *        *        * 

The  last  two  issues  of  the  Messenger  be- 
fore Oct.  22,  1949,  were  ideal  on  Christian 
principles.  Then  came  the  World  Order 
issue,  full  of  world  order  poison.  What 
are  we  coming  to?  We  dare  not  flinch  from 
the  whole  truth  or  we  may  fail  in  the  first 
resurrection.  Are  we  judging  by  God's 
Word  our  ways  and  doings  of  this  life  that 
we  need  not  be  judged?  The  wicked  fall 
under  the  most  severe  judgment  after  the 
second  resurrection  before  the  battle  of 
Armageddon.  Are  we  not  willing  to  bear 
trials  and  tribulations  to  be  worthy  saints 
to  enter  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  Lamb's 
bride?  Do  we  want  to  be  in  God's  care 
during  the  Armageddon  battle  when  God 
fights  this  battle  for  the  redeemed? — Wil- 
liam H.  Allen,  Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 

I  enjoy  every  department  of  our  fine 
church  paper,  especially  that  of  The  Local 
Church. 

In  the  number  of  Aug.  13  the  writer  of 
Child  Care  During  Church  Time  interested 
me  but  I  can't  agree  on  most  of  her  points. 

Of  course,  my  own  career  as  a  church 
attendant  began  in  the  early  seventies 
when  baby  sitters  had  not  yet  been  thought 
of  and  babies  were  generally  brought  to 
church  at  the  age  of  one  or  two  months. 
Then  the  mother's  smile  was  its  whole 
world.  Too  bad  to  change  that  for  a 
new  face  every  Sunday! 

The  nursery  plan  would  be  impractical, 
even  impossible,  in  most  of  the  rural 
churches  where  often  there  is  no  extra 
room. 

Then,  when  the  child  is  ready  to  grad- 
uate from  the  nursery  to  the  beginner  or 
primary  classes  and  into  the  worship  serv- 
ice, that  will  be  a  great  change  to  make 
and  he  will  probably  cause  more  trouble 
than  he  could  have  as  an  infant  and  it  will 
be  much  more  embarrassing  to  all  at  that 
age.  Playtime  will  suddenly  be  over;  talk- 
ing out  loud  won't  do  any  more;  to  him 
everything  will  seem  all  wrong.  Here  may 
come  the  tiny  start  of  rebellion  against 
church  attendance.  But  what  else  was 
gained  by  the  nursery  experience?  Oh, 
yes,  his  mother  was  entirely  carefree  and 
worship  was  entirely  undisturbed,  or  was 
it?  Since  mothers  are  as  they  are,  a  de- 
voted mother's  thoughts  will  wander  to 
the  nursery.  So  I  feel  sure  that  she  can 
worship  with  her  child  right  by  her  or  in 
her  arms  and  get  a  greater  spiritual  uplift 
and  with  her  special  technique  with  her 
own  she  can  at  the  same  time  get  by  with 
so  little  annoyance  that  the  sermon  can  go 
on  without  a  break  for  any  in  the  audi- 
ence. 

Surely  the  parents  can  take  care  of  this 
problem  more  efficiently  than  two  women 
in  the  nursery  with  the  whole  group  can 
possibly  do. 

I  have  the  greatest  delight  in  seeing  fam- 
ilies take  their  little  ones  along  into  the 
church  sanctuary  every  Sunday  where 
they  enjoy  the  music,  learn  to  sing,  put 
their  birthday  pennies  in  the  urn  and  also 
into  the  other  offerings;   they  absorb  the 


very  atmosphere  of  the  house  of  God  and 
just  naturally  grow  into  the  church.  In 
this  way  came  the  strong  leaders  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  such  are  our 
hope  for  the  church  of  the  future. — Sarah 
Ranck,  Roann,  Ind. 


In  commenting  on  the  editorial  about 
ministers  going  to  court,  I  would  like 
to  say  that  I  think  a  pastor  of  any  com- 
munity properly  related  to  the  people 
of  that  community  should  be  of  great 
help  to  people  in  this  kind  of  trouble. 
He  will  find  them  in  all,  or  nearly  all, 
localities.  There  are  so  many  more  of 
them  than  one  would  ever  imagine.  But 
the  pastor  must  live  in  such  close  touch 
with  the  people  that  they  may  know  him 
and  have  confidence  that  he  will  help 
them  without  exposing  them  to  the  public. 
In  my  experience  with  the  large  number 
of  people  who  came  to  me  for  help  I 
needed  to  report  to  the  law  only  one 
case,  and  that  was  not  reported  until 
I  had  obtained  his  consent  for  me  to  do  so. 

I  have  talked  with  many  preachers  who 
have  said  they  never  had  such  help  asked 
for,  never  had  such  confessions  from  peo- 
ple. That  is  the  trouble,  few  preachers 
have  had  the  confidence  of  the  people.— 
S.  E.  Thompson,  Neodesha,  Kansas. 


Ohio  and  Indiana,  two  states  with  large 
Brethren  memberships,  will  determine 
next  year  the  political  futures  of  Senator 
Capehart  and  Senator  Taft. 

According  to  the  columns  of  Marquis 
Childs  and  Joseph  Alsop,  Murray  D.  Lin- 
coln, head  of  the  Ohio  Farm  Bureau,  leader 
of  the  nation's  consumer  co-operative 
movement  and  a  founding  father  of  CARE, 
will  oppose  Senator  Taft. 

In  Indiana,  the  most  potent  vote  getter 
since  Paul  McNutt,  Governor  Henry 
Schricker,  will  surprise  no  one  if  he 
challenges  Capehart;  by  law,  the  "gentle- 
man in  the  white  hat"  can  not  succeed 
himself. 

Lincoln  verses  Taft  will  be  a  difficult 
decision  for  many  Brethren  to  make. 
Taft's  opposition  to  UMT,  the  conduct  of 
the  war  crimes  trials,  the  North  Atlantic 
Pact  and  conscription  of  railroad  workers 
on  strike  can  not  be  overlooked.  His  sup- 
port of  "home  rule"  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  his  general  ability,  independence 
and  courage  has  gained  Senator  Taft  the 
respect  of  his  bitterest  opponents. 

Brethren  voters  will  cast  more  intelligent 
votes,  certainly,  if  a  goodly  number  of 
letters  are  directed  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
Governor  Schricker  during  the  next  few 
months.  What  do  these  men  think,  for 
instance,  of  UMT,  statehood  for  Hawaii 
and  Alaska,  federal  funds  for  church 
schools,  civilian  control  of  atomic  energy, 
recriprocal  trade  agreements  and  the 
"warm  peace"? 

As  Marquis  Childs  told  the  Brethren  at 
New  Windsor  several  summers  ago,  we 
must  concentrate  on  supporting  the  right 
men  before  elections;  pressure  on  poor 
congressmen,  by  letter  or  lobby,  is  ridicu- 
lous if  not  "indecent." — Wilbur  Dunbar, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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consider  that  very  few  men  were 
chosen  by  God  to  become  great  lead- 
ers because  of  their  education?  Let 
us  look  at  Moses,  a  resident  of  Egypt 
for  forty  years,  educated  in  the 
splendor  of  the  Egyptian  court,  but 
not  called  out  to  be  the  leader  of 
Israel  until  he  had  spent  forty 
more  years  in  Midian  caring  for  the 
flocks  of  Jethro,  the  priest.  Also, 
Paul  with  the  education  of  his  day 


found  it  necessary  after  his  conver- 
sion to  go  off  into  Arabia  to  be  alone 
with  God  and  for  his  final  prepara- 
tion for  the  work  to  which  he  was 
called.  When  Jesus  selected  his 
twelve  apostles,  he  did  not  choose 
the  highly  educated  men  but  rather 
the  reverse. 

Is  there  not  grave  danger  that  we 
in  this  generation  are  going  to  the 
other    extreme    by    depending    too 


much  on  education,  social  service, 
reaching  more  people  in  our  recrea- 
tional centers,  spending  money  to 
erect  buildings  that  are  being  used 
for  social  purposes  when  the  need 
is  so  great  for  more  missionaries 
and  more  ministers  of  the  gospel? 
Let  us  not  be  guilty  of  shortening 
the  ropes  to  the  mission  fields,  at 
home  or  abroad,  because  of  lack  of 
funds. 

Many  of  us  recall  how  years  ago 
we  were  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  Japan  would  open  its  doors 
to  receive  the  gospel.  Well,  that  day 
has  come  in  that  country  as  well  as 
in  many  other  countries.  Are  we  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  ready  to 
do  our  part?  In  this  hour  of  crises 
let  us  be  willing  to  use  what  the 
Lord  has  placed  in  our  hand  and 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
let  us  go  forward  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenge. Those  whom  he  is  calling 
may  not  have  had  a  college  educa- 
tion as  yet  although  they  have  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  their 
Lord  and  knowledge  of  his  word. 
With  the  preparation  as  found  in 
Eph.  6:  13-18,  shall  they  wait  for 
further  preparation  when  the  need 
is  so  great? — Mrs.  Frank  Keiser, 
North  Liberty,  Ind. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Aldhizer-Landes. — Fairfax  F.  Aldhizer  of 
New  Hope,  Va.,  and  June  E.  Landes  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  Oct.  1,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Virgil  V.  Bral- 
lier,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Atkinson-Bowles. — Mitchell  Orn  Atkin- 
son and  Freda  E.  Bowles,  both  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  Aug.  20,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — Virgil  V.  Brallier,  Waynes- 
boro, Va. 

Ball-Biehl.— William  Ball  and  Audrey 
Biehl,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  July  23, 
1949,  at  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Virgil  V.  Brallier,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Barnes-  Leiler. — Bobbie  Barnes  and  Dor- 
othy L.  Leiter,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Va., 
Dec.  23,  1949,  in  the  Waynesboro  church,  by 
Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  assisted  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Virgil  V.  Brallier,  Waynesboro, 
Va. 

Borchardi-Duke. — Herbert  Borchardt  and 
Virginia  Duke,  both  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
Jan.  13,  1950,  in  the  Calvary  church,  Calif., 
by  the  undersigned. — M.  S.  Frantz,  Los  An- 
geles, Calif. 

Cawley-Tuff. — E.  Vernon  Cawley  of  Ar- 
rowwood,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  Margaret 
Agnes  Tuff  of  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  in 
the  Knox  United  church,  Calgary,  Oct.  11, 
1949,  by  Rev.  G.  P.  MacLeod.— Leonard 
Vaughn,  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Coffey-Smilh.— Pat  L.  Coffey  and  Nellie 
I.  Smith,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  July  30, 

1949,  by  the   undersigned,    at   his   home. — 
Virgil   V.   Brallier,   Waynesboro,   Va. 

Cook-Jacobs. — Donald  Cook  and  Helen 
Jane  Jacobs,  both  of  Albia,   Iowa,  Jan.  8, 

1950,  in  the  Monroe  County  church,  by  the 
undersigned.— W.  H.  Brower,  Albia,  Iowa. 

Critzer-Harlow. —  Billie  L.  Critzer  of 
Greenfield,  Va.,  and  Leona  M.  Harlow  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  July  29,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home.— Virgil  V.  Brallier, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Finch-Keim. — Harry  Finch  of  Los  An- 
geles, Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Grace  Keim  of  Nam- 
pa,  Idaho,   Sept.   30,   1949,   in  the   Imperial 


Heights  church,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— M.  S.  Frantz,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Gilley-Nolen.— Johnnie  B.  Gilley  of  Critz, 
Va.,  and  Hattie  M.  Nolen  of  Martinsville, 
Va.,  Jan.  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — P.  L.  Nolen,  Bassett,  Va. 

Gowell-Kinlner. — Dale  Edwin  Gowell  of 
Hart,  Mich.,  and  Betty  Mae  Kintner  of 
Custer,  Mich.,  in  the  Sugar  Ridge  church, 
Mich.,  Dec.  3,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Perry  R.  Hoover,  Custer,  Mich. 

Jones-Wilson. — Leonard  Jones  and  Mary 
Wilson,  both  of  Custer,  Mich.,  in  the  Sugar 
Ridge  church,  Mich.,  Oct.  22,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — Perry  R.  Hoover,  Custer, 
Mich. 

Kidwell-Cordero. — John  Kidwell,  former- 
ly of  McPherson,  Kansas,  and  Eudelia 
Cordero  of  Castaner,  Puerto  Rico,  Dec.  24, 
1949,  in  the  Castaner  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, by  the  undersigned. — Robert  Ebey, 
Castaner,  Puerto  Rico. 

Messer-Koch. — Norman  Messer  of  Grun- 
dy Center,  Iowa,  and  Dorothy  Koch  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  Dec.  30,  1949,  in  Waterloo, 
by  Bro.  W.  D.  Oetting. — Mrs.  Howard 
Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Raynes-Harris. — Claude  E.  Raynes  of 
Lynwood,  Va.,  and  Geraldine  Harris  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  Oct.  22,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Virgil  V.  Brallier, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Sellers-Flora. — Richard  Dean  Sellers  of 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  and  Virginia  Rose  Flora  of 
Trotwood,  Ohio,  in  the  bride's  home,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  C.  Flora,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Shidler-Eiler. — John  Shidler  and  Elnora 
Eiler,  both  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  in  the  home 
of  Kenneth  Hooley,  Jan.  6,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — C.  C.  Cripe,  Milford,  Ind. 

Sines-Pearce. — Stanley  Lee  Sines  and 
Ruth  Elizabeth  Pearce,  both  of  Cresap- 
town,  Md.,  Jan.  2,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed at  his  home. — O.  F.  Bowman,  Frost- 
burg,  Md. 

Smiih-Fitzgerald.— Clifford  L.  Smith  and 
Catherine  K.  Fitzgerald,  both  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  Aug.  27,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Virgil  V.  Brallier, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Steward-Breeding. — George  Steward  of 
Greensboro,  Md.,  and  Rose  Breeding  of 
Denton,  Md.,  Nov.  21,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — E.  M.  Sherfy,  Den- 
ton, Md. 

Suler-Miller.— Ralph  E.  Suter  of  South 
English,  Iowa,  and  Evelyn  Miller  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  Sept.  24,  1949,  in  the  home 
of  and  by  the  bride's  brother,  the  under- 
signed.— Paul  E.  Miller,  Adel,  Iowa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


-Armstrong,  Cora  Todd,  widow  of  William 
Armstrong,  died  Dec.  7,  1949,  at  her  home 
in  Staunton,  Va.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Emmanuel  church.  She  is  survived  by  six 
sons,  six  daughters,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Emmanuel  church  by  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Denner  J.  Davis  and  Bro. 
I.  J.  Garber.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Betty  Shull,  Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

Bear,  Sally,  was  born  July  27,  1878,  and 
died  Nov.  25,  1949.  She  is  survived  by  one 
sister  and  four  brothers.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hostetler  church,  Pa.,  for  many 
years. — J.  Ewing  Jones,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Boomershine,  Jesse  C,  son  of  John  and 
Melinda  Boomershine,  was  born  in  Clay 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  near 
Brookville,  Nov.  21,  1860,  and  died  Oct.  27, 
1949.  On  Nov.  27,  1881,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  C.  Beachler,  who  passed 
away  five  years  ago.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Brookville  church.  He  is 
survived  by  one  son,  one  granddaughter 
and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  James  H.  Beahm.  Burial  was 
in  the  Arlington  cemetery. — Mrs.  W.  Rus- 
sell Miller,   Brookville,   Ohio. 

Brown,  Frank  J.,  son  of  John  P.  and 
Amond  Murray  Brown,  was  born  Jan.  31, 
1892,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1949.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  brothers  and  five  sisters. 
He  joined  the  church  in  1915. — Mrs.  Regina 
Fike,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Brown,  Lawrence  M.,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Brown,  was  born  Oct.  5, 
1911,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1949,  at  his  home 
near  Summerfield,  Kansas.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  Feb.  14,  1940,  to  Anna  Bernasek 
and  to  this  union  one  daughter  was  born. 
In  October  1947  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Richland  Center,  Kan- 
sas. Funeral  services  were  held  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  Samuel  A.  Garber,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Stover  of  McLouth,  Kansas,  at  the 
Richland  Center  church.  Burial  was  in 
the  Race  Hill  cemetery  at  Axtell,  Kansas. 
— Mrs.    Eva    Fralin,    Summerfield,    Kansas. 

Burkharl,  Jacob  H.,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Stauffer  Burkhart,  was  born  near 
Shippensburg,  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Oct. 
12,  1893,  and  died  Dec.  9,  1949,  at  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marie 
Trimmer  Burkhart;  one  daughter;  his 
mother;  two  brothers  and  three  sisters.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Harrisburg  church 
for  thirty-four  years,  in  which  he  served 
as  a  deacon  and  usher.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Elders  H.  K.  Balsbaugh,  and 
R.  R.  Baugher,  at  the  Fackler  funeral  home 
in  Harrisburg.  Interment  was  in  the  Pros- 
pect Hill  cemetery  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. — 
Fred  Hollingshead,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Burkeholder,  Saloma  Cline,  died  Jan.  13, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  Middle  River  church 
community  and  was  faithful  to  the  Breth- 
ren all  her  life.  At  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years  she  was  married  to  Dr.  John  D. 
Burkeholder.  A  paper  was  found  in  her 
Bible  which  outlined  in  detail  her  funeral 
service.  Brethren  Frank  Y.  Garber  and 
Floyd  Mitchell,  elder  and  pastor  of  the 
Middle  River  church,  conducted  the  fu- 
neral service  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  church 
and  Elder  C.  E.  Long  of  the  Mill  Creek 
church  and  Murray  L.  Wagner,  pastor  of 
the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  conducted  the 
service  at  the  Middle  River  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Middle  River  cemetery. — 
Murray  L.  Wagner,  Weyers  Cave,  Va. 

Buzzard,  William  H.,  son  of  John  and 
Lydia  Buzzard,  was  born  near  New  Car- 
lisle, Ohio,  Jan.  24,  1880,  and  died  Jan.  6, 
1950.  In  1910  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Eliza  Weinland  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  one  daughter  and  five 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter  near  Gettys- 
burg, Ohio,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Ernest  Bartlett,  pastor  of  the  local 
M.  E.  Church.  Burial  was  in  the  Mennon- 
ite  cemetery  near  New  Carlisle. — Moyne 
Landis,  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 

Cawley,  Violet,  daughter  of  the  late  E. 
C.  and  Pearl  Cawley,  was  born  March  20, 
1919,  at  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
died  in  the  General  hospital  in  Calgary, 
Canada,  as  the  result  of  injuries  received 
in  a  train  accident  Dec.  29,  1949.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years.  She  is  survived 
by  her  mother,  three  brothers  and  two 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Cal- 
gary by  the  undersigned.  —  Leonard 
Vaughn,  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Conner,  Mary  Fahnestock,  died  in  Win- 
chester Memorial  Hospital,  Va.,  Jan.  5, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  several  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Salem  church  near  Ste- 
phens City,  Va.,  by  Floyd  Wine,  Cephas 
Fahnestock  and  W.  L.  Riggleman—  Cephas 
Fahnestock,  Winchester,   Va. 

Damkoehler,  Frank,  was  born  in  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  Sept.  20,  1880,  and  died  at 
the  Paulina  Stearns  hospital  in  Ludington, 
Mich.,  Dec.  11,  1949.  On  June  15,  1920,  he 
was  married  to  Bula  Thompson,  who  sur- 
vives. Bro.  Damkoehler  was  interested  in 
community  betterment  activities  and  was 
a  faithful  member  and  trustee  of  the  Sugar 
Ridge  church.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  son,  one  daughter,  four  sisters,  one 
brother  and  one  grandchild.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Stephens  funeral 
home  in  Scottville  by  the  undersigned.— 
Perry  R.  Hoover,  Custer,  Mich. 
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Elam,  Mary  Eve,  daughter  of  the  late 
Malcolm  and  Mary  Harper  Muir,  was  born 
near  Patoka,  111.,  Feb.  14,  1879,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Mulberry,  111.,  Jan.  6, 
1950.  She  was  married  to  Everett  E.  Elam 
at  Greenville,  111.,  Sept.  10,  1900.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son, 
five  daughters  and  ten  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Mulberry  Grove  by  Rev.  Dallas 
Newby.  Burial  was  in  the  Mulberry  Grove 
cemetery. — Everett  E.  Elam,  Mulberry 
Grove,  111. 

Eller,  Amos,  son  of  Jacob  and  Magda- 
lene Peters  Eller,  was  born  near  Roanoke, 
Va.,  July  28,  1867,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter  in  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  Dec. 
25,  1949.  On  March  7,  1894,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ida  Kinzie,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  in  1944.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  three  grandchildren,  one 
sister  and  one  brother.  Besides  raising 
their  own  family,  he  and  his  wife  opened 
their  home  to  five  other  children  tempo- 
rarily in  need  of  a  home.  In  1922  he  and 
his  wife  were  called  to  the  office  of  deacon, 
in  which  office  they  served  as  long  as 
health  permitted.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Cerro  Gordo  church  by  Breth- 
ren W.  T.  Heckman  and  Roy  B.  Teach. 
Burial  was  in  the  West  Frantz  cemetery 
near  Cerro  Gordo. — Mrs.  Daniel  Hessong, 
Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Foltz,  Edward  Sherman,  son  of  Samuel 
M.  and  Ann  Shiffler  Foltz  and  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Hagerstown  church, 
Md.,  was  born  near  Mapleville,  Md.,  Dec. 
31,  1865,  and  passed  away  at  his  home  Nov. 
25,  1949.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Hause  Dec.  25,  1889.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1898  and 
served  for  more  than  fifty  years  as  a  dea- 
con in  the  church.  He  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  two  sons,  one  sister,  three 
brothers,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  elev- 
en great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Hagerstown  church  by 
his  pastor,  Paul  M.  Robinson,  and  burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  at  the  Broadfording 
church. — Paul  M.  Robinson,  Hagerstown, 
Md. 

Frantz,  Lloyd  Lewis,  son  of  Russell  and 
Mabel  Frantz,  was  born  in  Sidney,  Ind., 
Sept.  15,  1924,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1949,  at 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Liberty  Mills. 
He  spent  about  three  years  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  In  1944,  before  going  over- 
seas, he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Thomp- 
son of  Lake  Charles,  La.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  his  parents,  two  brothers  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Eel  River  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Eel  River  cemetery. 
— J.  Earl  Hostetter,  Claypool,  Ind. 

Gohner,  Susan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  H.  Luitjens,  was  born  Nov.  16,  1885, 
near  Eldora,  Iowa,  and  died  at  the  Allen 
Memorial  hospital  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Jan. 
10,  1950.  On  April  5,  1905,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ernest  Gohner,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  Jan.  29,  1948.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  this  union.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ivester  church  for  many  years. 
She  called  for  the  anointing  service  twice 
during  her  extended  illness.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  sons,  two  granddaughters, 
one  great-grandaughter,  two  brothers, 
three  sisters  and  two  half  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Ivester  church 
by  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey.  Burial  was  in 
the  Sheller  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard  Shel- 
ler,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Kingery,  Mary  Elizabeth;  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Catharine  Craig  Humbert,  was 
born  July  10,  1861,  in  Carroll  County,  Ind., 
and  died  Jan.  10,  1950,  at  her  home  in 
Greene,  Iowa.  On  June  7,  1883,  she  was 
married  to  Aaron  Kingery  at  Greene,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  eight  children. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  who  passed  away 
Jan.  5,  1932,  and  two  sons.  She  is  survived 
by  six  children,  eighteen  grandchildren  and 
twenty-eight    great-grandchildren.     Funer- 
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al  services  were  held  by  the  undersigned  in 
the  church  in  Greene.  Interment  was  in 
the  Rose  Hill  cemetery  in  Greene. — Gerald 
Mease,  Greene,  Iowa. 

Ludwig,  Mary  G.  Mohler,  daughter  of 
the  late  Morris  W.  and  Lizzie  Mohler  and 
wife  of  R.  S.  Ludwig,  was  born  Aug.  6, 
1898,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1949,  in  the  Lan- 
caster General  hospital.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Lancaster  church.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  two  daughters,  two 
grandsons,  four  brothers  and  five  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Melling- 
er  funeral  home  at  Denver,  Pa.,  by  her 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in 
the  Mohler  cemetery  at  Ephrata,  Pa. — 
Wayne  H.  Dick,   Lancaster,   Pa. 

Madlem,  Clara  Overholser,  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Monroe  Overholser,  was 
born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  24, 
1895,  and  was  killed  in  an  automobile  ac- 
cident in  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  4,  1950.  She 
became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life.  She  is  survived  by 
her  father,  one  brother,  four  sisters,  three 
daughters  and  one  grandchild.  Services 
were  held  at  the  Culp  funeral  home  in 
Goshen  by  Irvin  Miller.  Interment  was  in 
the  Yellow  Creek  cemetery. — Irvin  Miller, 
Goshen,   Ind. 

Mason,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Burkett  Hardin,  was  born  Nov. 
27,  1877,  at  Corrigansville,  Md.,  and  died 
Jan.  10,  1950.  She  was  married  to  William 
A.  Mason  in  1897  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  children.  She  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  one  son  and  one 
daughter.  She  is  survived  by  two  brothers, 
one  daughter,  six  grandchildren  and  four 
great-grandchildren.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
having  united  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Hyndman  cemetery. — John 
H.   Buffenmyer,   Hyndman,   Pa. 

McCurdy,  Mildred  Irene,  daughter  of  Ir- 
vin and  Mabel  Freeze,  was  born  June  6, 
1925,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  died  Nov.  9, 
1949,  in  the  city  of  her  birth.  She  united 
with  the  East  Dayton  church  when  nine 
years  of  age.  On  Sept.  4,  1948,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ellison  McCurdy, 
to  which  union  was  born  one  child.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter, 
her  father,  her  stepmother,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  East  Dayton  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry.  In- 
terment was  in  Memorial  Park  Cemetery. — 
Henry  T.  Barnhart,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Miller,  Sadie  Alice  Martz,  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Julia  Moser  Martz,  was  born  May 
24,  1879,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1949.  She  is 
survived  by  five  sisters.  In  1919  she  was 
married  to  Harvey  L.  Miller,  who  passed 
away  fifteen  months  after  their  union.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Meyersdale  church 
for  forty  years,  during  which  time  she 
was  a  faithful  and  consecrated  worker  in 
the  aid  society  and  other  activities  of  the 
women's  work. — Mrs.  Regina  Fike,  Meyers- 
dale,  Pa. 

Perry,  Henry  Oliver,  son*of  Jasper  N. 
and  Minerva  J.  Perry,  was  born  July   12, 

1875,  in  Henry  County,  Mo.,  and  died  Jan. 
2,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Lottie  Estella  Shick  at  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
March  10,  1910,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  sons.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  April  21,  1926.  In  1941  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Stone,  who 
also  preceded  him  in  death  May  27,  1944. 
He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  August  of  1893.  He  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  one  brother,  two  sisters  and  three 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned  in  the  McFarland 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Delano 
cemetery  at  Delano,  Califs — John  I.  Coff- 
man,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Rau,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Mariah  Newcomer,  was  born  near  Carey, 
Ohio,  June  2,  1858,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1950. 
She    was    married    to    Emanuel    Bower    in 

1876.  Three  children  and  her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by 
one  son  and  four  daughters.  In  Septem- 
ber 1923  she  was  married  to  Daniel  C.  Rau, 
who  preceded   her   in  death  in   1940.    She 


first  united  with  the  Church  of  Christ  but 
later  changed  her  membership  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  Oak  Grove 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Harrold  funeral  home  by  the  undersigned. 
— Oliver  Royer,  Fostoria,   Ohio. 

Winegord,  Benjamin  S.,  son  of  the  late 
John  and  Margaret  Winegord,  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1873,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1949.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  church  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
sons  and  a  foster  daughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Mill  Creek  church  by 
Brethren  Homer  J.  Miller  and  Joseph 
Pence.  Burial  was  in  the  Mill  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port  Republic, 
Va. 

Wisseman,  Sherri  Eileen,  infant  daugh- 
ter of  Ray  and  Lucille  Wisseman,  died  in 
the  Hazel  McGilvery  hospital  in  Myers- 
dale,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents 
and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Maple  Glen  church  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Ross  Speicher,  Accident,  Md. 

Wood,  Warren  D.  C,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Lamb  Wood,  was  born  June  14,  1880, 
at  Alexis,  111.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Hax- 
tun,  Colo.,  Dec.  7,  1949.  On  April  16,  1909, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ella  Priscilla 
Sears  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter.  He  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  March  1,  1927.  He  worked  as 
a  veterinarian  for  several  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  one 
grandson,  two  brothers  and  two  nieces. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Haxtun 
church  by  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin. — Mrs.  War- 
ren D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 
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Missouri 

Bethany. — The  men's  group  of  our 
church  sponsored  a  Thanksgiving  supper 
for  the  tenth  consecutive  year.  Raymond 
Flory  of  McPherson  College  was  the  guest 
speaker  and  the  ladies'  quartet  of  McPher- 
son furnished  special  music.  The  offering 
amounted  to  $124.30.  The  men's  group  also 
sponsored  a  field  of  corn  and  one  of  oats. 
The  profit  from  these  projects  is  being 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  church 
building  which  will  soon  be  ready  for  the 
roof.  The  ladies'  aid  has  made  contribu- 
tions to  both  the  church  building  and  re- 
lief. At  the  last  business  meeting  the 
church  voted  unanimously  to  get  a  dis- 
placed persons  family  if  housing  can  be 
worked  out. — James  Mason,  Dawn,  Mo. 

Mineral  Creek. — On  the  evening  of  Oct. 
16  we  held  our  love  feast  with  Elder  Har- 
rison Freeman  presiding.  The  ladies'  aid 
meets  every  week  to  quilt.  During  the  past 
year  they  quilted  seventeen  quilts  and 
packed  several  boxes  of  clothing  for  relief. 
We  have  had  three  additions  to  the  church 
since  our  last  report,  one  by  baptism  and 
two  by  letter.  Our  guest  ministers  the 
past  summer  have  been  Brethren  W.  M. 
Stephens,  James  Ward,  R.  L.  Gass  and  L. 
L.  McWhorter.  Our  pastor,  Elder  William 
H.  Bray,  visited  several  of  the  churches  in 
the  Middle  Missouri  District.  He  will  again 
represent  the  district  at  the  1950  Annual 
Conference.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  25  we 
had  a  Christmas  program  directed  by  our 
program  leader,  Mrs.  Laura  Ebersole.  We 
were  happy  to  have  visitors  from  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  California  and  other  states,  as 
well  as  from  churches  in  our  own  district. 
— Clara  Fultz,  Leeton,  Mo. 

North  Carolina 

Brummetts  Creek. — We  met  in  our 
regular  council  meeting  on  Dec.  10  and  11. 
Bro.  Charles  Lewis  was  installed  as  deacon. 
Bro.  J.  R.  Jackson  of  Galax,  Va.,  is  our 
pastor.— Hattie  Howell,  Relief,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Akron,  Eastwood.  —  Revival  meetings 
were  held  in  our  church  Nov.  6-13  by  Bro. 
C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.  Three  young 
men  gave  their  hearts  to  Jesus  during  the 
meetings  and  were  baptized  by  our  pastor^ 
Bro.  Wilmer  A.  Petry.    On  Nov.  13  we  ate 


Brethren    boys   and   girls - 

and  others,  too,  are  enjoying  these  interesting  and  informing  books 
about  Brethren  children.  Are  you,  Brethren  parents,  giving  your  chil- 
dren the  opportunity  to  read  and  enjoy  them? 

SnowBall  Comes  to  the  Early  Family 

by  Desmond  W.  Billinger 

John,  Evelyn,  Bill  and  Ben  Early  were  whole- 
some, happy,  fun-loving  children  who  lived  with 
their  parents  on  a  farm  in  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  about  four  decades  ago.  The  account 
of  what  happened  in  the  experiences  of  these 
Brethren  children  and  of  their  pet  lamb,  Snow- 
Ball,  will  interest  and  delight  Brethren  children 
of  the  present  day.   Price,  $1.00. 


Little  Red   Hummy 

by  Myrtle  Crist  Porter 

With  a  western  Kansas  setting,  this  book  has 
grown  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  back- 
ground of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Reading 
it,  one  shares  the  typical  pioneer  experiences  of 
the  Frantzes,  such  as  a  prairie  fire,  the  coming  of 
grasshoppers,  a  prairie  blizzard,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  wheat  growing  in  western  Kansas.  It  up- 
holds the  Brethren  life  principles  and  makes 
them  attractive.  Price,  $1.25. 
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our  noonday  meal  in  the  church  basement 
and  in  the  afternoon  Bro.  Bonsack  con- 
ducted a  forum.  We  met  in  our  regular 
quarterly  council  on  Dec.  9  with  Bro.  Petry 
acting  as  moderator  in  the  absence  of  our 
elder,  Bro.  Elmer  Brumbaugh.  Twelve 
persons  were  received  into  our  church 
by  letter  at  this  meeting.  We  relicensed 
Ivan  Fausnight,  who  is  now  attending 
Bethany  Seminary,  and  Carroll  Petry,  who 
is  attending  Manchester  College,  to  the 
ministry.  Bro.  H.  Ison  Phillips  and  his 
wife  were  ordained  to  the  ministry.  Breth- 
ren A.  H.  Miller  and  D.  R.  McFadden, 
who  are  members  of  the  ministerial  board, 
officiated  at  the  ordination.  Carroll  Petry 
and  Margaret  James  were  in  charge  of  the 
Hour  of  Power  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  21. 
Margaret  made  a  chalk  drawing  of  the 
little  town  of  Bethlehem  while  the  con- 
gregation sang  carols  and  Carroll  led  the 
prayer  period.  The  Northeastern  Ohio 
CBYF  winter  rally  was  held  Dec.  17  and 
18  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church  of  Canton. 
Twelve  of  our  young  people  attended  this 
rally.  The  young  people  went  caroling  at 
the  homes  of  the  sick  and  shut-in  on 
Christmas  Eve.  The  CBYF  also  sponsored  a 
Christmas  play,  The  Scarlet  Ribbon,  which 
was  presented  on  Christmas  evening. — Mrs. 
Ruby  Neff,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Alliance. — We  held  our  semiannual  busi- 
ness meeting  on  Nov.  13  with  Elder  G.  S. 
Strausbaugh   presiding.     Bro.    Strausbaugh 


also  presided  at  our  communion  which  fol- 
lowed in  the  evening.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, three  persons  have  been  received  by 
baptism  and  two  by  letter.  A  surprise  cele- 
bration was  held  for  our  pastor  and  his 
wife.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  D.  Zigler,  on 
their  silver  wedding  anniversary.  They 
were  presented  with  a  silver  tray  con- 
taining fifty  silver  dollars.  Bro.  Wendell 
Flory  was  with  us  one  evening  and  spoke 
on  the  conditions  in  China  and  showed  pic- 
tures of  the  work  there.  Our  pastor  takes 
his  turn  with  the  other  Protestant  pastors 
of  our  city  in  conducting  daily  devotions 
over  our  local  radio  station  WFAH.  When 
our  turn  comes  we  also  present  a  half  hour 
church  program  in  co-operation  with  the 
other  churches  of  Alliance.    A  newly   or- 


Announcemenfs  .  .  . 

ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

REGIONAL   CONFERENCE 
Pacific   Coast— La   Verne,    Calif.,   Feb.   25 — 
March  3. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Ohio,  Northwestern — Defiance,  March  14-16. 
Virginia,  Second — Sangerville,  March  29-31. 


ganized  men's  quartet,  directed  by  Don 
Peters,  recently  sang  on  one  of  our  pro- 
grams over  WFAH.  Our  trustees  and  fin- 
ance board  made  a  special  effort  to  raise  a 
liberal  Thanksgiving  offering  to  be  applied 
to  our  current  indebtedness.  A  slack  in 
labor  conditions  in  our  city  has  resulted 
in  a  falling  behind  in  our  church  giving. 
Our  women's  work  organization  held  their 
annual  Christmas  dinner  on  Dec.  12.  On 
Dec.  18  the  children  of  our  church  school 
presented  a  Christmas  program.  On  Dec. 
23  the  young  people's  class  will  present  a 
play  entitled  White  Christmas.— Mrs.  Her- 
bert Zigler,  Alliance,  Ohio. 

Black  River. — Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  con- 
ducted our  revival  services  this  fall  and 
four  persons  were  received  by  baptism  and 
one  by  letter.  Glen  Coats,  one  of  our  boys 
who  is  attending  Ashland  College  and  who 
is  licensed  to  the  ministry,  preached  for  us 
in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  who  was  in 
evangelistic  meetings  at  the  East  Nimishil- 
len  and  Owl  Creek  churches.  Our  com- 
munion was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
16  with  a  good  attendance.  The  ladies  meet 
regularly  each  week  to  quilt  and  do  relief 
sewing.  We  just  completed  two  dozen 
ready-cut  garments  from  New  Windsor. 
Our  family  night  was  well  attended  with 
Dr.  R.  B.  Fisher  of  Medina  as  the  speaker. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  presented  on 
Christmas  morning.  The  ladies  will  hold 
a  dinner  and  reveal  their  sunshine  sisters 
in  the  near  future.— Mrs.  C.  C.  Louder, 
Spencer,  Ohio. 

Eagle  Creek. — On  Dec.  16  our  church  met 
in  council  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  J.  Angle- 
meyer,  presiding.  We  will  have  a  100% 
Gospel  Messenger  club  this  year.  On  Dec. 
25  we  had  a  dedication  service  for  the 
babies.  Our  children  presented  a  Christ- 
mas program  and  Mrs.  Jene  Pister  from 
Petersburg,  Va.,  rendered  a  selection  on 
the  solovox.  On  Jan.  8  R.  J.  Jeffreys  of 
Columbus  gave  a  lecture  on  prohibition. 
We  are  very  sorry  to  hear  that  our  pastor's 
wife,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Anglemeyer,  is  in  the 
hospital  with  pneumonia.  The  Bible  class 
met  with  Mrs.  Hattie  Bame  and  her  daugh- 
ter for  their  January  meeting.  On  Jan.  12 
the  ladies'  aid  will  sew  for  the  benefit  of 
polio.— Mrs.  Charles  Martin,  Mt.  Blanchard, 
Ohio. 

Fairview. — Our  regular  business  meeting 
was  held  Dec.  6  and  church  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  J.  A. 
Guthrie  was  elected  elder.  Bro.  J.  H.  Good 
was  with  us  in  an  evangelistic  effort  the 
latter  part  of  October.  Three  Sunday-school 
pupils  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  and  our  love  feast  was  observed 
with  Bro.  Good  presiding.  Union  Thanks- 
giving services  of  the  Township  were  held 
in  our  church  with  special  music  and  a 
sermon.  Bro.  Stover  Kulp  was  in  our 
church  shortly  before  his  return  to  Africa. 
A  deputation  from  North  Manchester  were 
with  us  in  a  Bible  institute  the  week  end 
of  Dec.  3.  Our  men  have  reorganized.  A 
Christmas  program  was  presented  on 
Christmas  night  by  the  Sunday  school. 
—Gertrude  E.  Guthrie,  Metamora,  Ohio. 

Hartville.— Our  pastor  preached  a  series 
of  sermons  on  Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life  through  Bible  study,  through  prayer 
and  through  commitment.  On  the  morning 
of  Oct.  2  we  had  installation  services  for 
all  church  officers,  church  school  workers 
and  the  choirs.  In  the  evening  we  had  our 
candlelight  communion  service  with  our 
pastor  and  Willis  Kurtz  presiding.  Several 
of  our  members  attended  the  regional  coiv 
ference  at  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  in  Octo- 
ber. The  CBYF  meet  regularly  twice  a 
month.  They  had  a  Dutch  girl  as  their 
guest  recently  and  she  gave  some  interest- 
ing facts  about  Holland.  They  also  held  a 
round-table  discussion.  What  Is  Success? 
led  by  the  pastor.  They  packed  baskets  at 
Thanksgiving  time  for  some  of  the  aged 
shut-ins  in  the  community.  On  Nov.  6 
the  community  Prince  of  Peace  contest  was 
held  at  our  church,  sponsored  by  the  Ohio 
council  of  churches.  On  Nov.  13  the  Joy 
Bell  Ringer,  Wilbur  Fish,  of  Columbus  pre- 
sented   an   interesting    program    of    sacred 
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GosUemp&usSuf,  ^UinJUtta  About  Paul 

An  anthology  compiled  by  Thomas  S.  Kepler 

•  Dr.  Kepler  has  chosen  these  fifty-five  interpretations  of 
the  Apostle  Paul  from  a  wide  range  of  contemporary  writ- 
ing by  more  than  fifty  outstanding  New  Testament  students. 
Various  schools  of  New  Testament  thought  are  represented. 

•  This  anthology  offers  the  thoughtful  reader  the  opportu- 
nity to  become  acquainted  with  the  greatest  interpreter  of 
Christ,  and  to  catch  something  of  his  love,  hope,  patience, 
courage  and  faith  for  living  today. 

Price,  $4.00 
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music  on  novelty  instruments  such  as 
musical  glasses,  piccolo,  cowbells,  London 
cricket  bells,  vibra-harp  and  singing  saw. 
On  Nov.  17  a  family  night  supper  was  held 
at  the  church  sponsored  by  the  men's  and 
women's  work.  It  was  followed  by  a  pro- 
gram and  separate  business  meetings.  Our 
Thanksgiving  offering  for  home  missions 
amounted  to  $181.16.  Community  Thanks- 
giving services  were  held  at  the  Church  of 
God  with  the  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
Church  bringing  the  message.  On  Dec.  18 
our  Christmas  program,  Why  the  Chimes 
Rang,  was  presented  in  a  candlelight  set- 
ting. Our  Christmas  offering  for  world- 
wide missions  amounted  to  $214.27.  We 
have  lost  six  of  our  older  members  by 
death  during  the  past  few  months.- — Mrs. 
Lottie  Pontius,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Oakland. — Bro.  Glenn  McFadden  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  came  to  our  church  for  evangelistic 
meetings  on  Nov.  27.  Our  church  base- 
ment has  been  redecorated.  On  Dec.  18  the 
playlet,  The  Christmas  Child,  was  pre- 
sented. A  Christmas  party  was  held  for 
our  displaced  persons  families  in  the 
Gettysburg  community.  A  small  gift  was 
presented  to  each  DP.  Thirty-six  persons 
were  awarded  Robert  Raikes  awards  for 
their  attendance  at  Sunday  school  during 
the  past  year.  Our  DP  family  has  moved 
into  the  new  home  which  the  men's  work 
sponsored.  Our  women's  work  has  been 
active  in  sending  pieces  for  peace  and  in- 
fants' clothing  to  the  needy  children  in 
Europe.  The  remodeling  of  our  kitchen  is 
progressing  nicely.  Sister  Bernice  Peter- 
sime  was  privileged  to  go  on  the  tour  to 
Europe.  We  are  eagerly  awaiting  to  hear 
her  interesting  report. — Mrs.  Mildred  Mil- 
ler, Versailles,  Ohio. 

Potsdam. — Our  regular  council  meeting 
was  held  Dec.  3.  Bro.  Clarence  Erbaugh  of 
North  Manchester  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  Manchester  day  on  Oct.  23.  They 
solicited  our  members  during  Manchester 
week.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  23  Bro.  Paul 
Getz,  who  had  spent  much  time  in  Poland, 
was  our  speaker.  On  Nov.  15  Bro.  Blow, 
a  retired  missionary,  gave  a  very  interest- 
ing talk.  Some  of  our  men  toured  to 
Turkey  Creek  to  help  build  the  new  par- 
sonage and  brought  back  an  interesting  re- 
port. The  ladies'  aid  are  still  quilting  and 
at  present  they  are  doing  some  sewing  for 
relief.  We  are  all  happy  to  have  our  DP 
family  with  us  now.  They  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boris  Klints  and  their  daughter  from 
Latvia.  Mrs.  Klints'  mother  came  along 
with  them.  Bro.  Emerick  preached  a  very 
interesting    Christmas    sermon.     The    pri- 
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mary  department  had  devotions  and  pre- 
sented a  Christmas  program  on  Christmas 
morning.  Our  young  people  attended  the 
young  people's  conference  at  Pitsburg  Dec. 
29— Jan.  1.— Mrs.  Velma  Heck,  Laura,  Ohio. 

Salem. — We  were  favored  with  some 
fine  temperance  thoughts  by  our  temper- 
ance secretary,  Bro.  James  Renz,  one  Sun- 
day in  October.  Bro.  Paul  Noffsinger  was 
a  speaker  at  our  church  recently.  Bro.  J. 
M.  Blough,  a  returned  missionary  of  India, 
was  with  us  at  our  love  feast.  He  preached 
a  missionary  sermon  and  gave  a  talk  to 
the  children  on  Sunday.  There  was  a  good 
response  to  the  call  for  pieces  for  peace. 
About  sixty  yards  of  material,  besides 
thread,  scissors,  etc.,  were  donated.  The 
missionary  committee  showed  the  sound 
film,  The  Salt  of  the  Earth,  on  Nov.  27.  The 
past  year  our  aid  canned  1,235  cans  of 
food  for  relief.  Large  and  small  com- 
forters were  made  and  much  second-hand 
clothing  was  sent  to  the  needy  and  other 
new  garments  were  made.  On  Dec.  7 
twenty-one  of  our  women  had  an  enjoyable 
day  at  the  Brethren  home  at  Greenville 
sewing  and  visiting.  The  children  pre- 
sented a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  18 
under  the  direction  of  their  leaders.  On 
Dec.  19  the  mothers  and  daughters  spent 
the  evening  together  at  the  church  with 
two  DP  women  as  the  speakers.  Instead 
of  having  a  gift  exchange  we  took  prac- 
tical gifts  for  the  kitchens  of  our  DP 
families,  whom  we  are  looking  for  in  the 
near  future. — Katie  Flory,  Union,  Ohio. 

Walnut  Grove. — We  have  been  having 
our  own  Sunday  evening  services  since 
last  summer.  We  studied  Doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  then  the  Early 
Church.  Recently  we  bought  a  projector 
and  frequently  have  pictures  which  add 
much  to  the  services.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  hearing  a  young  Negro,  who 
will  lead  the  evening  service  on  Jan.  15. 
We  are  also  planning  a  missionary  study 
for  Jan.  22.  The  young  people  are  furnish- 
ing a  recreation  room.  The  women's  aid 
has  been  making  comforters  for  relief.  We 
had  a  baked  goods  sale  just  before  Christ- 
mas. We  filled  towels  for  Brethren  Serv- 
ice and  also  sent  relief  clothing.  Bro.  Owen 
Shankster  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
this  fall.  He  has  been  our  pastor  for  the 
past  year. — Mrs.  Chester  Kintner,  Alvord- 
ton,  Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Ames. — Albert  Williams  of  Thomas  was 
re-elected  elder  at  our  last  council  meet- 
ing. The  young  people's  class  has  had 
several  entertainments  recently.  They  are 
active  in  making  money  to  give  toward  the 
building  fund  of  the  church.    The  young 


adults  are  meeting  every  Wednesday  eve- 
ning at  the  church  for  Bible  study.  Our 
church  sent  several  Christmas  boxes  to 
those  in  need.  Some  of  the  Sunday-school 
classes  are  not  exchanging  gifts  this  Christ- 
mas but  are  giving  gifts  to  the  church.  The 
Dorcas  society  keeps  handmade  articles  on 
sale  throughout  the  year  in  the  home  of 
one  of  the  members.  Mrs.  Evert  Reynolds 
was  hostess  for  our  annual  Dorcas  society 
dinner  and  Christmas  exchange.  Albert 
Williams,  our  field  secretary,  visited  us 
recently  in  our  Sunday  morning  service. 
The  county  Sunday-school  convention  was 
held  in  our  church  in  October.  Bro. 
Francis  Shenefelt  and  his  family  of  Mc- 
Cune,  Kansas,  visited  with  our  church 
group  on  Thanksgiving. — Mrs.  B.  L.  Freed, 
Homestead,  Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Big  Swatara. — Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  are  Sister  Clara  Frysinger  and 
Brethren  Paul  Grimm,  Earl  Kuntz  and 
Clarence  Wagner.  Our  delegates  to  Annual 
Meeting  are  Brethren  Harold  Fahnestock 
and  Hiram  J.  Frysinger.  This  year  several 
Christmas  towels  and  washcloths  were 
packed  for  overseas  and  sent  to  New 
Windsor.  Several  teachers  and  other  mem- 
bers of  our  church  attended  the  week-end 
laboratory  school  held  at  Palmyra.  One  of 
the  young  girls  from  our  congregation  is 
giving  a  year  of  volunteer  service  and  is 
stationed  at  New  Windsor.  We  also  have 
a  German  student  with  us.  On  Nov.  20 
we  dedicated  our  remodeled  church.  The 
morning  message  was  brought  to  us  by 
Bro.  Frank  S.  Carper  of  Palmyra.  The 
dedication  service  was  held  in  the  after- 
noon with  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  presi- 
dent of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  as  the  speaker.  For  the  closing 
message   Bro.   S.   Earl  Mitchell   of  Myers- 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  426.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
help  on  Kansas  beef  cattle  farm.  $140  or 
more  according  to  ability.  Dwelling,  chick- 
en house  and  milk  furnished.  Three- 
fourths  mile  from  church.  Write:  O.  F. 
McGonigle,  Nickerson,  Kansas. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Bal- 
timore. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  M  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write :  Clyde  Hodgden,  R.  4, 
Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429:  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 


irille,  Md.,  was  the  speaker.  The  offering 
Eor  the  day  amounted  to  $4,179-73  and  went 
to  the  building  fund.  Evangelistic  services 
were  held  Nov.  21 — Dec.  4  with  Bro.  Nevin 
Zuck  of  Elizabethtown  as  the  evangelist, 
rwelve  persons  were  baptized  and  one 
better  was  received  as  the  result  of  the 
•neetings.  Six  letters  were  granted  since 
jur  last  report.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
Oec.  10  and  11  with  Bro.  Alton  Bucher  of 
Heidelberg,  Bro.  Norman  Weaver  of  East 
rairview  and  Bro.  Berkey  Knavel  of 
Myerstown  as  our  visiting  ministers.  At 
jur  council  on  Dec.  17  we  had  with  us 
3rethren  Norman  Musser  and  Henry  King, 
who  installed  Brother  and  Sister  Mark 
Wagner  and  Brother  and  Sister  Paul 
jrimm  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Brother  and 
sister  Harold  Fahnestock  were  ordained  to 
he  ministry.  Hiram  J.  Frysinger  was  re- 
elected as  elder  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
\  group  of  young  people  from  the  CBYF 
net  at  the  church  on  Christmas  Eve  and 
jresented  a  program  which  was  followed 
>y  Christmas  caroling.  Our  Christmas  pro- 
;ram  was  presented  on  Christmas  evening 
ind  we  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  S.  Clyde 
Weaver  of  East  Petersburg  as  our  guest 
;peaker. — Anna  Mary  Patrick,  Hummels- 
own,   Pa. 

Center  Hill. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Mc- 
Celvey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merle  Toy,  Mr.  and 
drs.  Earl  Anthony,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Haypool  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carman  Bowser 
vere  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Our 
tastor,  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp,  was  re-elected 
ilder.  Our  women's  class  made  thirty-six 
ayettes,  four  comforters  and  one  quilt  for 
elief  besides  sending  used  articles  and 
:oap.  Mabel  Claypool,  one  of  our  members. 


was  consecrated  for  service  on  the  India 
mission  field.  She  is  now  attending 
Bethany  Seminary.  Our  regular  fall  union 
services  were  held  Oct.  2-9.  Four  neigh- 
boring churches  joined  us  in  these  meet- 
ings, which  were  very  well  attended.  The 
pastors  of  the  churches  brought  the  mes- 
sages. Revival  meetings  were  held  Oct. 
31— Nov.  13  with  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes  as  the 
evangelist.  Five  members  were  received 
by  baptism.  The  ninth  circuit  rally  was 
held  Dec.  11  in  the  Natrona  Heights  church. 
The  program  in  the  afternoon  was  pre- 
sented by  the  young  people  of  the  Oak- 
dale,  Plumcreek  and  Center  Hill  churches. 
In  the  evening  the  young  people  of  the 
Natrona  Heights  church  presented  a 
Christmas  play.  The  children  of  our 
church  presented  a  Christmas  program  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  25. — Mrs.  Carman 
Bowser,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Cherry  Lane. — Fourteen  persons  have 
been  baptized  since  our  last  report.  Bro. 
B.  M.  Rollins  held  our  revival  meeting. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  Nov.  13  with  the 
largest  attendance  since  the  church  was 
started.  The  young  people's  chorus  of 
circuit  no.  4,  under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
Berger  Baker  of  Salemville,  presented  a 
program  of  Christmas  music  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  18.  Our  annual  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  presented  by  the  Sunday  school 
on  Dec.  23.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  again  this  year.  Our  women's  work 
has  been  active  filling  towels  and  hand- 
bags for  relief.  They  are  also  sewing  cut 
garments  from  New  Windsor. — Mrs.  Guy  S. 
Fern,  Clearville,  Pa. 

Claysburg. — The  church  and  the  parson- 
age  have  been   painted   on   the   outside,   a 
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Is  pur  church  needing  new  humnals? 


If  so,  you  do  not  need  to  wait 
until  THE  BRETHREN  HYMNAL, 
now  being  compiled,  is  available. 
You  can  secure  new  copies  of 
HYMNAL  —  CHURCH  OF  THE 
BRETHREN  on  a  plan  recently 
adopted  by  the  directors  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House.  Here 
are  the  details  of  it: 

•  Hymnals  secured  after  October 
5,  1949  (the  date  on  which  the  plan 
was  adopted),  will  be  bought  at  the  regular  price — ninety 
cents  a  copy  in  lots  of  twelve  or  more,  carriage  extra. 

•  These  hymnals  may  be  traded  in  on  copies  of  THE 
BRETHREN  HYMNAL  for  an  allowance  of  sixty  cents  a 
copy  if  they  are  in  reasonable  condition,  and  if  they  are 
traded  in  within  ninety  days  after  the  publication  of  the 
new  hymnal. 

•  This  means  that  you  have  the  use  of  new  copies  of 
HYMNAL— CHURCH  OF  THE  BRETHREN  for  a  year  or 
more  at  the  cost  of  thirty  cents  a  copy,  plus  carriage.  With 
this  liberal  offer  open  to  you,  you  do  not  need  to  use  hymnals 
that  are  badly  worn. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


new  roof  has  been  put  on  the  parsonage 
and  improvements  added  in  the  basement. 
The  men's  work  group  has  been  active, 
holding  monthly  meetings.  On  Nov.  15  they 
visited  the  Rock  Hill  church  and  led  in  the 
evening  Bible  study.  The  women's  group 
sew  one  day  each  week  and  have  given 
clothing,  soap  and  fat  for  relief.  The 
young  people  have  been  meeting  each  Sun- 
day evening.  The  young  adults  meet  at 
the  same  time  and  are  studying  You  and 
Your  Church.  The  adult  group  meet  in 
Bible  study  on  Sunday  evening  before  the 
regular  church  service.  The  younger  group 
have  the  Sunday  evening  service  once  each 
month.  Bro.  Guy  S.  Fern  began  a  two 
weeks'  evangelistic  service  closing  with  our 
love  feast  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  9.  One 
person  was  baptized  at  the  close  of  the 
meetings,  one  prior  to  the  special  services 
and  one  has  been  baptized  since.  The  dele- 
gates to  our  district  conference  held  at 
Woodbury  in  October  were  Mrs.  Charles 
Fyock,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Claycomb  and  Ruth 
Ebersole.  On  Oct.  23  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough 
was  with  us  in  a  morning  and  evening 
service  and  an  offering  of  $104  was  sent 
for  missions.  Representatives  from  the 
Middle  and  Western  Districts,  who  are 
planning  the  Camp  Harmony  program  for 
the  coming  year,  were  entertained  in  our 
church  on  Nov.  19  in  an  all-day  meeting. 
Union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  in 
our  church  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23  with 
the  Methodist  pastor,  Rev.  Ardell  Gould, 
as  the  speaker.  Our  young  adults  held  a 
splendid  Thanksgiving  service  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  27.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  18 
our  choir  presented  the  Christmas  cantata. 
Wonderful,  and  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25 
the  Sunday-school  children  presented  a 
program  of  songs,  recitations  and  exercises. 
— H.  D.  Miller,   Claysburg,  Pa. 

Coventry.— Word  was  received  that  our 
heifer  was  sent  to  Germany.  Our  women's 
work  installed  two  new  electric  stoves  in 
the  kitchen.  Our  folks  helped  in  the  re- 
ligious survey  taken  in  the  community. 
The  two  young  men  of  the  youth  caravan 
arrived  Oct.  7.  Mrs.  J.  Ralph  Saylor  was 
host  to  them  during  their  two  weeks'  stay. 
Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  2. 
Four  young  married  men  came  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  two  others  by 
letter.  On  Oct.  23  we  celebrated  the  225th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  church 
with  an  all-day  meeting.  Bro.  Paul  H. 
Bowman  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the 
morning.  The  evening  was  given  over  to 
our  missionaries,  H.  Stover  and  Christina 
Kulp,  who  served  the  Africa  field  for 
twenty-five  years,  after  a  fellowship  sup- 
per in  the  social  room.  A  purse  was  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  congregation.  The 
men's  work  held  a  banquet  on  Oct.  19.  We 
had  three  delegates  to  the  district  meeting 
which  was  held  in  the  Calvary  church, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Nov.  1  and  2.  On  Dec.  18 
a  play.  Under  the  Stars,  was  presented  by 
the  CBYF.  Our  children's  program  was 
presented  on  Dec.  19.  On  Dec.  24  a  candle- 
lighting  service  was  held.  The  children's 
and  adults'  choirs  helped  in  this  service. 
Two  of  our  members,  Mrs.  David  Koontz 
and  Mrs.  Bertha  Leary,  were  called  by 
death.  Our  missionary,  Velva  Jane  Dick, 
will  leave  the  States  for  the  Africa  field 
on  Jan.  12.  Our  New  Year  council  met 
on  Jan.  4.  The  committees  are  working 
on  funds  and  plans  for  improvements  to 
our  building. — Mrs.  Emma  L.  Rinehart, 
Pottstown,  Pa. 

Ephrala. — One  of  our  young  men,  Wilmer 
R.  Hurst,  who  was  giving  volunteer  serv- 
ice at  New  Windsor,  has  been  assigned  to 
duty  in  Vedora,  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  9,  with 
Bro.  Ray  Kurtz  of  Richland  presiding.  Our 
rally  day  speaker  was  Mr.  C.  Grey  Watson 
of  Cynwyd.  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  was  with  us 
for  a  week  of  evangelistic  services.  Our 
pastor  served  as  evangelist  in  the  Maitland 
church.  The  annual  luncheon  fellowship 
was  held  in  the  social  room  with  Bro. 
Berkey  Knavel  as  the  guest  speaker.  A 
speech  contest,  sponsored  by  the  local  W. 
C.T.U.,    was    held    in    our    church    on    the 
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community.  Bro.  Robert  Earl  Houff  has 
been  installed  as  our  pastor.  Elder  and 
Mrs.  S.  D.  Glick  and  Mrs.  Job  Evers  have 
taken  young  German  boys  into  their  homes 
for  a  year.  They  both  have  enrolled  in  the 
high  school.  We  are  happy  to  welcome 
them  to  Beaver  Creek.  We  have  lost  by 
death  our  elder  emeritus,  A.  S.  Thomas. 
On  Dec.  4  we  met  in  quarterly  council  with 
Elder  S.  D.  Glick  presiding.  Bro.  Paul 
Sanger,  Jr.,  of  Bridgewater  College  di- 
rected  the  children's  chorus.  The  young  i 
people  of  the  church  presented  a  Christmas 
play,  The  Empty  Room,  on  Dec.  18.  The 
Christmas  music  was  directed  by  Galen 
Miller. — Louisa  Shirky,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Washington 

Outlook. — Communion  service  for  the 
Outlook  and  Sunnyside  churches  was  held 
in  the  Outlook  church  on  Oct.  9,  with  Bro. 

Name  -. H.  Harner  in  charge.  We  enjoyed  a  home- 
coming service  on  Nov.  20  with  a  basket 

R.   D.   or   St dinner  in  the  church  basement.  In  the  eve- 

ning  Brother  and  Sister  A.  R.  Fike  of  Boise, 

P-  O Zone  State  Idaho,    presented    the    film,    The    Beloved 

Troubadour.  Elder  F.  A.  Wagner  delivered 
the  message  on  Nov.  27  in  the  absence  of 
our  pastor,  B.  J.  Fike,  who  had  gone  to 
Reedley,  Calif.,  to  attend  the  golden  wed- 
ding of  his  sister.  Elder  John  Peters  and 
his  wife  of  Wenatchee  have  located  in  the 
Outlook  community.  The  Wheelon  or- 
chestra of  Sunnyside  presented  a  musical 
program  of  hymns  and  sacred  songs  on 
Dec.  4.  The  Gideons  had  charge  of  the 
services  on  Dec.  11.  The  children  of  the 
Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25.  The 
young  people  had  for  their  project  this 
year  the  raising  of  rutabagas  for  the  Front 
Street  mission  in  Yakima.  They  took  them 
two  tons.  They  also  canned  fruit  and 
vegetables  for  the  mission.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  been  very  busy  all  the  year. — Mrs. 
Anna  Myers,  Outlook,  Wash. 
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evening  of  Nov.  5.  On  Nov.  13  Bro.  Warren 
Kissinger  was  our  guest  minister.  In  the 
evening  the  W.  W.  Moyer  chorus  presented 
a  program  of  sacred  music  sponsored  by 
the  CBYF.  Sister  Clara  Li  K'an,  a  native 
leader  of  our  church  in  China,  spoke  at 
a  missionary  meeting  one  evening.  Our 
women  have  been  busily  engaged  in  mak- 
ing comforters  for  relief.  Their  Christmas 
fellowship  was  held  on  Dec.  8.  A  Christmas 
service  was  held  by  the  CBYF  and  the 
choir  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  The  chil- 
dren's department  presented  a  program  on 
Christmas  morning.  The  vesper  service  in- 
cluded Christmas  Blessings,  the  Christmas 
story  in  colored  slides.  The  Christmas 
offerings  were  given  for  world-wide  mis- 
sions.— Mabel  M.  Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

Free  Spring. — We  held  a  home-coming 
with  Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle, 
a  former  pastor,  as  the  speaker.  On  Oct.  2 
Rev.  Joseph  Tice,  representative  of  the 
Men's  Christian  Temperance  League  of 
Pennsylvania  gave  us  a  temperance  lecture. 
On  Oct.  16  Bro.  A.  S.  Baugher  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College  was  with  us  in  a  Bible  in- 
stitute. On  Nov.  5  our  young  people  pre- 
sented the  missionary  play,  Robert  and 
Mary,  a  missionary  romance.  Brother  and 
Sister  Frank  Musser  were  our  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting  held  at  Chambers- 
burg.  Our  revival  meetings  were  held  Nov. 
7-20  with  Bro.  Howard  Whitacre  as  the 
evangelist.  On  Dec.  4  Bro.  Hoover  of  Eliza- 
bethtown  College  was  with  us  in  the  in- 
terest of  men's  work.  We  held  our 
Christmas  party  for  the  Sunday  school  in 
the  church  basement  on  Dec.  15. — Mrs. 
Oscar  Graybill,  Mifflintown,  Pa. 

Manor. — Our  work  has  been  going  for- 
ward under  the  direction  of  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Robert  Kneff,  who  has  been  with  us 
for  one  year.  We  had  a  two  weeks'  evan- 
gelistic service  at  the  Purchase  Line 
church  with  Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter  as  the 
evangelist.  Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Peru, 
Ind.,  held  the  evangelistic  services  at  the 
Diamondville  church.  As  a  result  of  these 
meetings,  ten  persons  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  and  several  were  re- 
claimed. We  held  an  all-day  home-coming 
service  at  Purchase  Line  with  Brethren 
M.  J.  Weaver,  Dorsey  E.  Rotruck  and  Paul 
Lemmon  as  the  speakers.  We  also  had  an 
all-day  rally  on  Oct.  16  with  Brethren  J.  A. 
Robinson,  George  Wright  and  D.  E.  Ro- 
truck speaking  on  Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life.  One  of  our  former  members,  Lila 
Berkey  Peckover  and  her  husband,  Ches- 
ter Peckover,  who  have  been  working  at 
Castaner,  Puerto  Rico,  recently  showed 
pictures  of  their  work  there.  The  young 
people's  class  at  Diamondville  raised  an 
acre  of  beans  for  relief.    Twenty  bushels 


were  sent  to  New  Windsor  and  more  than 
three  bushels  were  given  to  the  old  folks' 
home  at  Scalp  Level.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  25  forty-one  members  from  our  con- 
gregation went  to  the  old  folks'  home  and 
presented  a  musical  program.  At  this 
same  time  a  donation  of  foodstuffs  were 
taken  to  the  home. — Mrs.  Clyde  Patterson, 
Clymer,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Beaver   Creek. — Our  women's   work   has 
been  busy  helping  the  flood  sufferers  of  our 
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Have  you  Taken  Advantage  of  This  Offer? 

In  two  previous  issues  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  we  told  you 
about  the  February  book  sale  now  in  progress.  But  knowing 
how  easy  it  is  to  delay  doing  those  things  we  fully  intend  to  do, 
we  are  reminding  you  again  of  these  good  books  which  you 
may  secure  at  a  special  price  during  February.  Here  is  our 
offer: 

For  every  full  dollar  sent  to  us  during  February  for 
other  Brethren  books  you  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  copy  of  any  one  of  these  six  titles  named  below  for 
only  35  cents.  Please  give  alternate  choices,  num- 
bering your  order  of  preference. 


Title                                           Author            Regular  Price 
Basic  Belief   Edward  Frantz $1.25 


.32  Brethren  Ministers  $2.00 

,C.  C.  Ellis $1.00 

.DeWitt  Miller $1.00 


Brethren  Preaching  Today 

His  Days  and  Ours 

The  Mastery  of  the  Master 

The  Teacher's  Appreciation 

of  the  Old  Testament  ...  -J.  Hugh  Heckman  . .      90c 

Munition  Maker  of  Galilee  .  .Ralph  Byers $1.00 

Brethren  Publishing  House  .  .  Elgin,  Illinois 
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A  Perry  Picture 


JESUS  sat  over  against  the  offering  box  in  the  temple  one  day  and  watched  while 
coins  were  being  dropped  into  it.    Some  men  rattled  in  a  great  amount  of  money 
wd  went  away  pleased  with  themselves.    That  was  their  reward. 

A  widow  dropped  in  a  couple  of  pennies.  They  did  not  rattle  much.  She  gave  out 
if  her  need  because  she  loved  the  kingdom.  And  the  kingdom  grew  within  her.  That  was 
ler  reward. 

Money  can  separate  men  from  God;  for  some  it  can  take  the  very  place  of  God.  But 
noney,  rightfully  earned  and  fittingly  used,  can  bless  both  the  giver  and  the  receiver. 
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Eighty-eight  Boys'  Towns,  pat- 
terned after  the  famous  Nebraska 
institution,  are  now  in  existence. 
The  latest  to  come  into  being  is 
Angel's  Court,  a  home  for  boys  or- 
ganized in  Japan  by  a  Tokyo  lawyer. 
There  are  thirty-four  other  homes 
in  foreign  countries  and  fifty-three 
in  the  United  States;  two  of  the  lat- 
ter are  for  girls. 

One  in  every  four  school  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  seven 
years  were  served  a  nutritionally 
balanced  hot  lunch  in  1949.  The  na- 
tional school  lunch  program  made 
this  possible.  Last  year's  record  was 
nearly  a  million  more  pupils  served 
than  in  1948.  The  total  cost  was  330 
million  dollars;  the  average  cost  of 
the  lunches  was  25  cents,  in  which 
the  federal,  state  and  local  govern- 
ments and  the  parents  all  share. 


Conscription: 

An  Evil  in  Itself 

Perhaps  the  weightiest  considera- 
tion for  pacifists  is  that  the  perpetua- 
tion of  universal  military  service  will 
progressively  frustrate  their  purpose 
of  winning  the  nation's  verdict 
against  war. 

We  are  rearing  a  generation  which 
will  be  mentally,  psychologically  and 
morally  proof  against  appeals  and 
arguments  for  pacifism. 

If  now  we  allow  conscription  to 
take  firm  root  in  our  nation's  life,  we 
shall  not  escape  the  consequences. 
One  of  the  consequences  may  be  that 
pacifist  agitation  will  decline;  it  may 
even  be  made  illegal,  for  conscription 
is  a  long  step  towards  the  totalitarian 
state. 

In  this  country  [England]  there 
were  more  than  60,000  CO's  in  the 
last  war;  in  Germany  there  were  less 
than  50,  and  they  were  beheaded. 
Judging  by  the  low  percentage  of 
CO's  amongst  the  youths  now  being 
called  up,  it  would  seem  that  our 
cause  is  already  losing  ground. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  moment  is 
particularly  opportune  for  intensified 
protest.  The  arguments  for  conscrip- 
tion based  on  "practical"  grounds  of 
expediency  are  now  notoriously 
crumbling.  They  are  being  over- 
borne by  counterarguments  on  eco- 
nomic, industrial  and  even  military 
grounds. 

This  is  the  moment.  By  a  concen- 
trated effort  now,  conscription  might 
be  overthrown. 
— Claud  Coltman,  in  Peace  News. 


A  world-wide  scientific  study  of 
races  and  racial  relations  is  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  United  Nations 
Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization.  This  is  a  part  of  a 
fight  against  discrimination  against 
minorities. 

Latest  available  statistics,  which 
are  for  1948,  show  that  church  mem- 
bers are  53.3  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  dis- 
tribution is  practically  unchanged — 
60  per  cent  Protestant,  33  per  cent 
Roman  Catholic,  6  per  cent  Jewish. 
The  percentage  increase  was  a  little 
more  than  for  the  previous  year — 
Protestant,  2.98  per  cent;  Catholic, 
3.09  per  cent. 

Nearly  100,000  children  were 
thrown  into  adult  jails  alongside 
hardened  criminals  last  year,  the 
Children's  Bureau  estimates.  Youth 
were  found  in  road  gangs  and  serv- 
ing sentences  in  penitentiaries.  In 
thirty-four  of  the  forty-eight  states 
children  were  found  in  jails  with 
grownups  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
most  of  these  states  have  laws  pro- 
tecting children  from  this  kind  of 
treatment. 

Discrimination  in  public  housing, 
in  the  church  and  in  church-related 
centers  such  as  settlements,  homes, 
hospitals,  colleges  and  seminaries 
was  hit  by  the  delegates  to  a  con- 
ference on  the  church  in  the  city. 
The  churches  were  also  urged  to  set 
up  study  classes,  economic  surveys 
and  conferences  in  an  effort  to  solve 
vice,  crime,  delinquency,  drunken- 
ness, divorce,  recreation  and  leisure, 
labor  and  industry,  problems  of  city 
life. 

The  federal  payroll  includes  2,- 
004,918  civilians.  Out  of  every  hun- 
dred of  these  civilian  employees 
forty  are  in  the  military  establish- 
ment, twenty-six  handle  the  mail, 
ten  work  in  the  veterans'  adminis- 
tration, four  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  Treasury,  four  take  care  of  the 
interests  of  business  and  agriculture, 
three  work  in  the  Interior  depart- 
ment, two  and  a  half  look  after 
public  health,  social  security,  old- 
age  assistance  and  other  social  serv- 
ices benefits,  one  slaves  in  General 
Service,  doing  errands,  purchasing 
and  odd  jobs,  one  strives  for  peace 
and  recovery  in  State  department  or 
ECA,  one  enforces  the  law  and  four 
run  the  Panama  Canal,  TVA,  gov- 
ernment printing  office,  all  labor  re- 
lations and  twenty  odd  jobs. 


Church  bells  still  ring,  but  men  do 

not  heed  them  as  they  once  did; 

other  methods  are  needed  to  win 

men  to  Christ 


J.  A.  Robinson 

Pastor,  Walnut  Grove  Church 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania 


Samuel  Myslis 
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METHODS  WIN  MEN 


THE  greatest  thing  in  the 
world  is  the  soul  of  man; 
the  greatest  organization  on 
earth  is  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  the  soul  is  the  great- 
est thing  and  the  church  is  the 
greatest  organization,  then  the 
greatest  work  in  the  world  is  the 
bringing  of  this  greatest  thing, 
the  soul,  and  the  greatest  or- 
ganization, the  church,  together. 
This  is  the  work  of  evangelism. 
While  evangelism  is  the  first 
great  work  of  the  church;  it  is 
also  the  very  life  of  the  church. 
The  church  cannot  stand  still; 
she  will  either  move  forward  or 
backward;  she  must  evangelize 
or  she  will  fossilize.    She  must 


save  the  souls  of  men  to  save 
her  own  soul. 

The  first  prerequisite  of  a  pro- 
gram of  evangelism  for  the  lo- 
cal church  is  an  evangelistic 
church.  The  church  must  feel 
she  has  a  definite  responsibility 
to  the  unreached  of  the  commu- 
nity. She  must  provide  a  fertile 
atmosphere  in  which  to  welcome 
and  nourish  the  new  recruits 
coming  into  the  church.  They 
must  be  received  and  assimilated 
into  the  church  group  and  given 
a  definite  responsibility  in  the 
function  of  the  church.  One  of 
the  greatest  reasons  why  so 
many  members  are  so  unhappy 
in   their    Christian   relationship 


and  are  finally  lost  to  the  church 
is  that  they  carry  no  definite  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  second  thing  necessary  in 
the  local  church  program  of 
evangelism  is  the  pastor's  pro- 
spective membership  list.  The 
church  dare  not  wait  for  the  un- 
reached voluntarily  to  enlist  in 
the  church  forces.  Prospects  liv- 
ing in  the  community  should  be 
noted  by  the  members  and  their 
names  reported  to  the  pastor.  In 
most  cities,  the  Welcome  Com- 
mittee, the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, or  whatever  the  organiza- 
tion may  be  which  contacts  new 
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residents  coming  into  the  city 
will  be  glad  to  submit  their 
names  to  the  city  ministerial  as- 
sociation, where  the  various  pas- 
tors should  select  those  of  their 
denomination  or  community. 
The  pastor  should  always  have  a 
prospect  list  of  prospective  mem- 
bers. These  should  consist  of 
contacts  made  through  couples 
married,  funerals  preached,  chil- 
dren consecrated,  homes  visited, 
as  well  as  of  every  nonchurch 
member  of  the  homes  of  his  par- 
ish and  every  Sunday-school 
scholar  of  church  membership 
age  who  is  not  a  member.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  each  member  of 
the  church  living  in  the  com- 
munity should  be  on  the  alert 
for  new  families  moving  into  the 
community,  and  contact  should 
be  made  with  them  at  once  and 
names  reported  to  the  pastor. 

A  third  essential  in  the  local 
church  program  is  pastoral  vis- 
itation evangelism.  The  wide- 
awake pastor  will  be  constantly 
on  the  lookout  for  new  families 
and  welcome  them  into  the  com- 
munity. That  first  visit  to  the 
strange  family  in  a  new  commu- 
nity means  so  much  to  them. 
This  visit  should  be  followed  by 
other  visits  from  persons  or 
groups  to  which  the  newcomer 
should  be  attached,  with  the 
hope  of  enrolling  them.  All  the 
while  the  pastor  continues  his 
personal  contact  through  his  reg- 
ular visitation. 

A  fourth  necessity  in  the  lo- 
cal evangelistic  program  is  a 
year  -  round  church  evangelism. 
Evangelism  is  not  a  once-a-year, 
one-  or  two-week  effort,  but  a 
year-round  job.  The  evangelis- 
tic campaign  should  continue 
fifty-two  weeks  in  the  year.  The 
visitation  by  individuals  or 
groups  should  be  continuous. 
The  pulpit  evangelistic  program 
should  be  constant.  In  the  nor- 
mal church,  more  people  unite 
with  the  church  during  the  year 
than  come  during  any  special 
mass  evangelistic  campaign.  The 
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church  should  make  the  most  of 
special  occasions  of  the  year, 
such  as  Holy  Week,  Easter,  Fam- 
ily Week,  children's  day  and  the 
Christmas  season. 

The  Sunday  school  is  a  fifth 
evangelistic  factor.  We  are  told 
that  80  per  cent  of  the  members 
of  the  church  come  in  through 
the  Sunday  school;  thus  the  Sun- 
day school  offers  a  great  oppor- 
tunity for  evangelism,  both  for 
youth  and  age.  The  Sunday- 
school  should  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  seeing  that  every  pu- 
pil of  membership  age  is  influ- 
enced for  the  Christian  way  of 
life.  The  teacher  of  the  class  has 
a  rare  opportunity  to  implant 
the  spirit  of  Christ  and  the  teach- 
ings of  our  Lord  in  the  mind  and 
heart  of  the  pupil  and  should 
make  every  effort  to  evangelize 
each  unsaved  soul.  Far  too  many 
of  our  homes  make  no  use  of  this 
opportunity  to  implant  these 
great  lessons  of  Christian  nur- 
ture in  their  children;  this  only 
increases  the  teacher's  responsi- 
bility. The  unsaved  pupils  of 
the  class  should  occupy  a  major 
place  on  the  prayer  list  of  the 
superintendent,  teacher  and  pas- 
tor. 

A  sixth,  and  most  vital  essen- 
tial in  the  local  church  program 
of  evangelism,  is  that  of  lay  vis- 
itation evangelism.  Here  the  lay- 
men and  laywomen  are  organ- 


ized into  teams  of  two  each  and 
trained  to  go  out  into  the  homes 
of  prospective  members  to  sit 
down  with  them  in  a  quiet  way 
and  talk  to  them  about  their 
eternal  interests  and  their  obli- 
gation to  the  church.  This  plan 
is  most  effective  because  in  this 
busy  age  they  are  pleased  that 
somebody  has  taken  time  out  to 
show  an  interest  in  their  spiritu- 
al welfare.  In  our  congrega- 
tion, some  months  ago,  five  or 
six  teams  were  out  four  eve- 
nings one  week,  making  con- 
tacts with  the  unsaved;  as  the 
result  thirty-nine  people  were 
baptized  into  the  church. 

Of  course,  back  of  every  plan 
inaugurated  by  the  church,  there 
must  be  much  planning  and  in- 
cessant prayer.  Only  when  the 
church  has  a  passion  for  souls 
and  is  willing  to  travail,  can  she 
give  birth  to  souls  into  the  king- 
dom of  God.  A  prayer  list  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  group  of 
people  of  the  congregation  who 
are  willing,  with  the  pastor,  to 
hold  the  prospective  members 
before  the  throne  of  God  each 
day.  Three  things  are  vitally  es- 
sential in  promoting  a  program 
of  evangelism  in  the  local 
church:  divine  power,  human 
wisdom  and  Christian  living. 
Each  of  these  is  essential  in  the 
building  of  a  strong  program  of 
evangelism  for  the  local  church. 


Planning, 
essential  for 
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EDITORIAL 


Brethren  Can   Become 
Effective  Evangelists 

Guest    Editorial    by    Ernest    E.    Muntzing, 

Bethany    Biblical    Seminary,    Chicago, 

Illinois 

EVANGELISM,"  according  to 
a  current  definition,  "is  the 
presentation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  so  that  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  men  will  come 
(1)  to  put  their  trust  in  God 
through  Christ;  (2)  to  accept 
Christ  as  their  Savior  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  sin;  (3)  to 
serve  him  in  the  fellowship  of 
the  church;  and  (4)  to  follow 
him  in  the  vocations  of  the  com- 
mon life." 

Does  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren today  need  a  rebirth  of  evan- 
gelism? The  very  life  and  suc- 
cess of  the  total  Brotherhood  and 
its  program  depends  in  a  very 
real  sense  upon  what  we  do 
about  evangelism.  Would  it  not 
appear,  therefore,  that  it  is  time 
for  us  to  become  more  evange- 
listically  active  now? 

What  can  be  done  about  it? 
This  is,  of  course,  the  all-impor- 
tant question,  and  the  thing  that 
constitutes  the  main  burden  of 
this  special  issue  of  the  Messen- 
ger. On  other  pages  will  be 
found  many  practical  and  help- 
ful suggestions  that  will  throw 
light  on  this  vital  problem.  Be- 
low are  a  few  things  which 
would  seem  to  me  to  belong  in 
the  final  answer. 

1.  Let  each  of  our  1,023  or- 
ganized churches  never  rest  until 
there  is  developed  and  main- 
tained a  magnetic  church  life. 
Over  an  Alabama  powerhouse 
there  can  be  seen  a  sign  which 
reads:  "Source  of  light,  heat, 
power."  Is  not  that  the  sort  of 
a  sign  that  outsiders  need  to 
read  in  the  life  of  each  local  fel- 
lowship? Let  a  church  be  found 
at  all  times  practicing  unques- 
tioned Christian  ethics,  both  in 
word  and  deed;  let  a  church  de- 
velop a  spirit  of  genuine  Christ- 


like love,  unity  and  fellowship 
among  its  members;  let  it  be  pos- 
sessed of  a  spirit  of  contagious 
Christian  joy  from  day  to  day; 
let  it  be  found  carrying  on  a 
strong  program  of  prayer  and 
Christ  -  centered  teaching  and 
preaching;  let  the  people  be 
found  rejoicing  over  the  oppor- 
tunity of  sharing  generously  of 
their  material  possessions  for 
Christian  purposes;  let  the 
church  be  found  showing  a 
warm,  genuine  spirit  of  friend- 
liness towards  visitors;  let  it  be 
found  meeting  some  of  the  real 
human  needs  present  at  its  own 
"doorsteps,"  as  well  as  in  distant 
places.  Such  a  church  will  find 
that  the  cause  of  evangelism  has 
been  automatically  and  tremen- 
dously strengthened. 

2.  Let  each  church  seek  at  all 
times  to  maintain  an  evangelistic 
atmosphere.  The  pastor  would 
seem  to  constitute  the  key  here. 
If  the  pastor  sets  a  good  exam- 
ple in  doing  personal  evange- 
lism, if  he  remembers  the  un- 
saved frequently  in  his  public 
prayers,  if  he  frequently  injects 
a  definite  evangelistic  note  into 
his  regular  Sunday  messages, 
concluding  such  messages  with 
an  invitation  to  the  unsaved  to 
accept  Christ  and  if  his  general 
attitude  towards  evangelism  is 
good,  a  healthy  evangelistic  at- 
mosphere will  be  the  result. 

3.  Let  each  church  have  an 
active  trained  lay  evangelistic 
organization.  The  aim  of  this 
group  would  be  to  work  closely 
and  zealously  with  the  pastor  in 
keeping  a  live  and  growing  list 
of  prospects,  whom  they  will  re- 
member in  prayer  regularly 
and  through  personal  evangelism 
seek  to  win  to  Christ  and  into 
the  church  fellowship.  They  will 
also  help  the  new  converts  to 
feel  that  they  are  a  real  part  of 
the  church  fellowship. 

4.  In  some  areas  the  church 
should  seek  to  provide  a  means 


of  transportation  for  every  boy, 
girl,  young  person  and  adult  who 
would  desire  to  come  to  Sunday 
school  and  church,  but  who  have 
no  opportunity.  One  of  the 
best  spiritual  investments  many 
churches  could  make  would  be  to 
arrange  the  regular  use  of  a  bus 
to  transport  pupils  to  Sunday 
school  and  church. 

5.  Let  each  church  arrange  for 
two  series  of  evangelistic  meet- 
ings yearly  —  a  one-week  pre- 
Easter  service,  and  a  one-  or 
two-week  meeting  at  some  other 
time.  Much  careful  planning,  ad- 
vertising and  prayer  (both 
planned  and  unplanned)  should 
precede  such  evangelistic  efforts. 

6.  Let  every  church  that  pos- 
sibly can  begin  one  or  more  "out- 
posts," or  mission  points.  This, 
I  believe,  has  been  one  of  our 
sad  deficiencies  for  many  years. 
But  it  is  vitally  important  that 
much  careful  and  prayerful 
groundwork,  including,  finally,  a 
house-to-house  survey  of  the 
field  precede  such  a  move. 

Of  course,  all  of  these  sugges- 
tions presuppose  the  assumption 
that  there  is  present  a  real  evan- 
gelistic passion — a  passion  born 
of  the  humble,  but  confident, 
conviction  that  we  know  where- 
of we  speak,  because  we  through 
faith  have  personally  come  to 
know  Christ  in  the  beauty  of  his 
saving,  transforming  power. 

If  all  of  us  would  begin  doing 
what  we  know  we  ought  and  can 
do  by  God's  grace,  I  have  faith 
to  believe  that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  would  soon  find  itself 
in  the  midst  of  a  great  and  need- 
ed era  of  spiritual  awakening, 
growth  and  kingdom  outreach. 

I  Tried  to  Light  a   Fire 

WE   HAVE   a  fireplace   in 
our  home.    Last  evening 
I  tried  to  build  a  fire  in 
it  so  that  the  family  could  en- 
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joy  its  light  and  warmth.  I 
crumpled  some  paper,  carefully 
laid  some  kindling  on  this,  and 
then  placed  a  larger  log  and  some 
coal  above  that.  It  was  ready  to 
be  lighted. 

The  next  step  was  to  get  a 
match  and  poise  myself  to  set 
a  blaze  to  the  paper.  The  chil- 
dren waited  expectantly.  Soon 
we  would  have  a  blazing  fire.  I 
struck  the  match  along  the  side 
of  the  fireplace  with  anticipa- 
tion. Nothing  happened. 

What  was  the  trouble?  The 
field  was  "white  unto  the  har- 
vest." The  fireplace  was  ready 
for  lighting.  I  had  a  match.  It 
looked  all  right.  Its  shape  was 
correct.  It  had  a  head  on  it. 
The  difficulty  was  that  I  could 
get  no  fire  into  the  match.  I 
struck  it  against  the  brick,  but 
no  heat  ensued.  We  could  get 
no  fire  in  the  fireplace,  and  we 
could  enjoy  no  light  and  warmth 
from  it  until  we  got  a  match 
which  could  be  fired  up. 

Presently,  we  got  another 
match.  We  struck  it  along  the 
edge  of  the  fireplace.  It  heated 
up.  It  consumed  itself  with 
flame.  We  touched  this  flame  to 
the  paper.  We  enjoyed  a  de- 
lightful time  beside  the  fireplace. 

I  he  fields  of  the  world  are 
"white  unto  the  harvest"  now. 
We  have  prayed  for  a  long  time, 
"Thy  kingdom  come." 

If  the  flame  of  Christian  love 
and  Christian  salvation  has  not 
Mazed  up  brightly  across  the 
world  the  fault  may  be  with  the 
matches.  We  are  the  matches. 
We  need  to  come  aflame  with  the , 
love  of  God  and  with  enthusiasm 
for  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  need 
to  be  consumed  by  a  passionate 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
This  fire  will  then  spread^  itself 
across  the  world  in  the  greatest 
evangelistic  effort  and  achieve- 
ment since  the  first  century. 

We  all  want  to  light  a  great 
evangelistic  fire  in  1950  and 
henceforth.     If  we   can   get   it 


started  first  in  ourselves,  and 
ourselves  break  into  warmth  and 
heat  then  we  can  transmit  it  to 
others. 


Brothers,  shall  we  join  our- 
selves together  and  with  the 
Lord  as  we  light  a  great  evan- 
gelistic fire  this  year? 


Thinking  About  the  News 


And  So  We  Go  Round  and 
Round 

WHEN  people  get  together  ei- 
ther in  official  meetings  or  un- 
officially, the  talk  soon  gets 
around  to  money  and  budgets. 

This  seems  to  be  true  in  church 
groups,  business  groups  or  political 
groups. 

The  President  of  the  United  States 
recently  proposed  a  national  budget 
of  $42,000,000,000,  then  stated,  with 
little  apparent  concern,  that  it  would 
entail  a  deficit  of  $5,500,000,000.  This 
could  rather  easily  be  added  to  our 
national  debt  which  has  now  climbed 
to  the  300  billion  bracket. 

In  church  circles  likewise  the  ques- 
tion is  deficit  spending  or  how  to  get 
along  without  it.  Present  needs  are 
immense;  instead  of  decreasing  they 
seem  to  increase  both  at  the  local 
level  and  at  the  world-wide  level: 
Europe  needs  help,  Africa  needs 
Christian  expansion,  China  is  in  a 
crisis  and  needs  Christian  guidance, 
India  is  in  transition  and  is  receptive 
to  Christian  leadership  and  South 
America  needs  Christian  enlighten- 
ment. 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
wonders  how  it  can  curtail  such  an 
important  program  of  Christian  ad- 
vance. On  the  other  hand  the  local 
congregation  wonders  how  much 
longer  if  can  put  off  remodeling  the 
church  to  meet  its  changing  needs. 

Within  the  families  of  the  nation 
similar  problems  arise:  Can  we  af- 
ford to  send  our  children  to  a  Chris- 
tian college?  Can  we  rehabilitate  or 
replace  a  worn-out  car?  How  can  we 
pay  our  taxes?  Can  we  afford  to 
adopt  the  tithe  as  a  minimum  in  giv- 
ing? 
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here  does  our  money  go?  Why 
are  there  deficit  spending  at  national 
levels  and  shortages  at  all  other  lev- 
els? 

Some  answers  are  not  hard  to  find. 
At  the  national  level  a  very  high  per- 
centage of  our  income  has  to  go  for 
"security,"  or  "national  defense." 
It  has  been  publicized  widely  that 
nearly  eighty  cents  out  of  every  fed- 
eral dollar  is  required  to  pay  for  past 
and  future  wars.  Most  of  our  citizens 


realize  also  that  in  spite  of  our  tre- 
mendous outlay  we  have  less  feeling 
of  security  with  each  passing  year. 
Our  multiplied  billions  plunge  with 
frightening  splashes  into  the  same 
pool  of  insecurity  where  all  other 
nations  are  likewise  tossing  the  heart 
and  core  of  their  financial  resources. 

For  instance,  we  spent  billions  on 
a  bomb  which  was  to  be  the  ultimate 
in  security  only  to  discover  that  oth- 
ers had  done  likewise.  Now  none  of 
us  is  certain  whose  bomb  is  better 
and  all  of  us  are  afraid. 

We  have  already  embarked  on  an- 
other bomb  project,  the  hydrogen 
bomb.  Others  are  doing  likewise. 
This  frightens  all  of  us  still  more  and 
increases  our  deficits. 

And  so  internationally  we  go 
round  and  round. 

Is  it  not  as  if  I  were  to  try  to  pay 
my  rent,  my  taxes,  my  utilities,  edu- 
cate my  children,  clothe  and  feed  the 
family,  and  seek  to  lay  aside  a  few 
dollars  for  hospitalization  and  old- 
age  securities  out  of  twenty  cents 
from  each  dollar  of  my  income?  The 
other  eighty  cents  I  would  use  to 
stud  my  front  yard  with  arsenals  and 
stockpile  my  basement  with  ammu- 
nition. All  my  neighbors  would  do 
the  same.  It  would  be  hard  on  our 
pocketbooks  and  our  securities. 

Should  world  neighbors  not  be 
able  to  think  of  something  less  fool- 
ish and  less  expensive? 

J\t  the  nongovernmental  level  also 
we  waste  a  lot  of  good  hard  cash; 
$15,000,000,000  for  crime  and  $9,000,- 
000,000  for  alcohol  to  mention  only 
two  items.  At  the  same  time  we  gave 
only  a  little  over  $1,000,000,000  for 
churches,  church  schools,  district  and 
brotherhood  programs  and  all  forms 
of  world-wide  relief  and  benevo- 
lence. 

If  we  could  change  these  propor- 
tions, we  would  not  need  to  spend  so 
much  time  in  our  church  meetings 
talking  about  how  to  stretch  budgets 
to  meet  heart -touching  need. 

1  he  place  to  begin  on  all  of  this 
is  within  the  human  heart.  The 
church  should  help  at  every  level  of 
life. 

Lefs  begin! 


A  Jdcufman  jdaoJzl  at  &uaMf&Uim 


THE  day  of  the  revival  meet- 
ing as  an  effective  means  to 
introduce  individuals  into 
in  intimate  relationship  with 
Sod  and  into  the  warm  fellow- 
ship of  the  church  is  largely 
past.  The  fact  that  after  many 
years  we  have  failed  to  reach 
a  relatively  large  percentage 
of  our  population  is  sufficient  ev- 
idence that  it  is  now  high  time 
to  adopt  methods  of  evangelism 
that  will  demonstrate  to  the  un- 
churched folk  the  value  of 
church  relationship  and  fellow- 
ship. Many  people  have  become 
mobile  since  the  beginning  of 
World  War  II  and  individuals  as 
well  as  whole  families  have  left 
the  home  community  and 
church.  Finding  themselves 
strangers  in  another  community 
they  are  too  timid  or  indifferent 
to  become  associated  with  any 
church  in  their  new  environ- 
ment. From  the  standpoint  of 
the  church  they  are  soon  lost 
and  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
we  re-establish  them  into  the 
fellowship.  It  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  say,  "We  main- 
tain our  beautiful  church  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Central  and 
Main;  let  those  who  are  inter- 
ested come  because  it  is  their 
responsibility." 

The  professional  minister  has 
a  very  vital  part  in  community 
evangelism,  but  it  is  quite  clear 
that  we  cannot  expect  him  to 
reach  the  vast  unchurched  popu- 
lation without  the  dynamic  as- 
sistance of  his  laity.  Upon  him, 
and  perhaps  a  few  key  persons, 
falls  the  responsibility  to  pro- 
vide incentives  for  a  group  to 
participate  in  fellowship  evange- 
lism. These  incentives  may  be 
supplied  by  especially  prepared 
sermons,  programs,  study  groups 
and  personal  work  pointing  out 
the  value  of  the  spiritual  uplift 
of  an  entire  community. 


Floyd  R.  Wagoner 

Chicago,  Hlinois 


If  there  are  unchurched 
strangers  in  the  community, 
many  interested  laymen  will 
want  some  practical  suggestions 
relative  to  finding  them  and  ob- 
taining pertinent  information  in 
regard  to  their  attitudes  towards 
religion.  The  layman  has  a  nat- 
ural point  of  contact  with  many 
of  these  people  that  is  seldom 
available  to  his  pastor  and  he 
may  become  very  effective  in  the 
fine  art  of  fellowship  evangelism, 
especially  if  he  has  had  some 
training.  This  program  provides 
stimulus  for  the  spiritual  growth 
of  the  layworker  as  well  as  sal- 
vation for  his  neighbor.  As  he 
develops  a  deep  sincere  concern 
for  his  fellow  men  he  finds  it 
well  worth  his  efforts  to  enrich 
his  own  life  through  study  and 
prayer.  He  learns  that  happiness 
and  security  stem  from  a  desire 
for  the  welfare  of  everyone  in 
the  community  and  that  selfish- 
ness, greed,  hate,  envy  and  sharp 
dealing  are  impractical  from  a 
Christian's  standpoint,  as  well 
as  -from  an  economic  and  social 
point  of  view.  One  soon  learns 
that  to  allow  such  destructive 
principles  to  dominate  his  daily 
living    defeats    his    own    efforts 


MARCH  12, 1950 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 


while  he  is  trying  to  win  his 
neighbor.  He  develops  equal 
concern  for  the  unsaved  banker 
who  lives  up  on  Park  Avenue 
and  for  the  day  laborer  who 
lives  down  behind  the  slaughter- 
house; he  discovers  that  Jesus 
has  a  message  that  is  vital  for 
both  of  them.  One  of  his  most 
effective  tools  is  the  day-by-day 
demonstration  of  the  value  of  the 
Christian's  way  of  life. 

If  the  lay  evangelist  has  re- 
ceived proper  training  he  will 
generally  use  words  and  phrases 
that  are  easily  understood  by  his 
neighbor  whereas  the  minister 
will  often  use  professional  terms 
which  quite  frequently  are  not 
fully   understood,   if   at  all,   by 
the  man  of  the  street  who  will 
not  ask  the  meaning  lest  he  be- 
tray his   ignorance.    Neighbors, 
friends  and  even  strangers  can 
intelligently      discuss      common 
problems  by  the  usage  of  terms 
that  are  thoroughly  familiar  to 
each  other  and  frequently  per- 
suade their  fellow  workers  on  a 
common  course  of  action.  It  has 
been  demonstrated  that  they  can 
do    the    same    when    discussing 
church,  spiritual  values  and  God. 
The  day-by-day  demonstration 
by  the  lay  evangelist  of  his  way 
of  life  is  a  very  valuable  asset; 
in  fact,  without  that  he  will  not 
accomplish    much,    but    that    is 
not  sufficient  to  win  many  of  his 
associates.    He  will  greatly  en- 
hance the  value  of  that  asset  if  he 
courteously  calls  attention  to  the 
benefits  to  be  gained  from  his 
Christian  living  and  warmly  in- 
vites his  neighbor  to  join  him,, 
offering    him    every    assistance 
possible.  He  will  not  antagonize 
him    and    will    carefully    avoid 
costly  arguments.    Every  sales- 
man  knows  that   it   is   easy  to 
win  an  argument  but  at  the  same 
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time  lose  the  sale  and  the  same 
is  equally  true  in  evangelism. 

Laymen   working   as   a   team 
with   their  pastor   as   their   in- 
structor  and   demonstrator   can 
avail  themselves  of  another  very 
valuable  aid  and  power.  This  im- 
portant factor  has  been  definitely 
experienced    by    a    group    who 
have  been  meeting  each  Wednes- 
day evening,  except  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  for 
a  number  of  years  for  the  pur- 
pose of  community  evangelism. 
In  their  meetings  they  discuss 
the  experiences  of  the  previous 
Wednesday   evening,    lay   plans 
for  the  future,  and  make  assign- 
ments for  visitation  to  be  made 
that  evening.   But  the  most  im- 
portant part  is  the  power  and  in- 
spiration derived  from  the  short 
prayer  service  engaged  in  by  all 
who  care  to  do  so.    This  quiet 
prayer  service  is  a  renewed  con- 
secration  of  every  worker,  re- 
quests for  divine  guidance  and 
■wisdom  in  every  visitation  and 
a  special  blessing  for  individuals 
who    have    unusual    problems. 
Every  team  making  calls   that 
evening   knows    that    it    is    not 
alone.  Without  the  strength  and 
inspiration  gained  through  these 
devotional  services  it  would  be 
very  difficult  for  them  to  con- 
tinue and  their  efforts  would  not 
be  very  effective. 

Further  opportunities  are  in 
store  for  the  lay  evangelist  when 
his  neighbors  and  friends  come 
into  the  church;  he  can  help 
them  with  Bible  study,  and  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  various 
church  functions.  Some  of  these 
new  members  can  soon  become 
effective  evangelists  making  im- 
portant contributions  to  the 
church  and  community.  It  is 
highly  important  that  the  church 
thoroughly  assimilate  the  new 
members  as  soon  as  possible. 

Experience  has  taught  that 
some  of  the  most  effective  and 
permanent  results  are  achieved 
by  the  work  with  children  and 
young    people    when    they    are 
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Frank  Ross 


The   layman   has   a  natural   point   of   contact  with  the  unchurched 
strangers  in  a  community  which  helps  him  to  do  effective  work  in 

fellowship  evangelism 


brought  into  the  Sunday  school, 
CBYF.  Through  the  constant 
carefully  planned  visitation  pro- 
gram in  the  unchurched  homes, 
the  interest  of  the  parents  of  the 
children  is  often  aroused  as  they 
become  acquainted  with  the  Sun- 
day school. 

It  is  apparent  that  effective 
evangelism  is  the  heart  and  core 
of  the  growing  church,  requir- 
ing the  special  continuous  at- 
tention of  the  Sunday  school, 
clubs,  departments  and  boards. 

We   want   the   community   in 


which  we  live  and  rear  our  fami- 
lies to  maintain  a  high  degree  of 
moral  and  spiritual  influence. 
How  can  we  do  better  than  in- 
vite all  of  our  neighbors  and 
friends  to  partake  with  us  of 
the  richest  blessing  ever  offered 
to  us;  the  love  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man?  To  extend 
these  invitations  with  love,  offer- 
ing assistance  where  it  is  need- 
ed, regardless  of  race,  color  or 
standing  in  the  community, 
throughout  the  months  and 
years  is  fellowship  evangelism. 


, 


New  Frontiers  in  Evangelism 


High   Point,  Seattle 

Walter  Peckover 

Seattle,  Washington 

A  FEW  years  ago  an  article 
in  a  current  magazine,  tell- 
ing of  the  sudden  growth 
of  villages,  towns  and  cities  in 
industrial  areas  and  of  the  lack 
of  spiritual  guidance  among  their 
people  came  to  my  attention.  It 
is  difficult  to  understand  what 
these  conditions  are  like  until 
one  goes  into  such  a  situation. 
In  these  unchurched,  congest- 
ed areas  there  are  various  types 
of  individuals.  Many  have  some 
religious  background,  but  for 
various  reasons  have  lost  all  con- 
nection with  their  church.  Oth- 
ers desire  to  attend  church  serv- 
ices regularly.  Another  group, 
desiring  to  free  themselves  from 
the  influence  of  the  church,  have 
attempted  to  lose  themselves  in 
a  large  city.  This  is  character- 
istic of  High  Point,  which  is  a 
government  housing  project  in 
the  city  of  Seattle,  Washington. 
After  we  had  come  to  High 
Point  we  discovered,  first,  that 
there  are  1,300  families  in  this 
project  and  about  2,000  in  the 
surrounding  territory  who  are 
unchurched;  second,  that  there 
are  weekday  activities  in  the 
community  hall  for  the  children 
and  adults,  sponsored  by  the 
city;  third,  that  the  Council  of 
Churches  had  organized  and 
maintained  a  Sunday  school  for 
about  three  years. 

Organizing  and  starting 
church  services  was  the  first 
task.  September  18  was  set  as 
the  opening  date.  Twenty-four 
adults  were  present  for  that  first 
service.  Since  then  there  has 
been  a  steady  growth  in  both 
Sunday-school  and  church  at- 
tendance. October  2,  World  Com- 
munion Sunday,  was  observed 
with  forty-eight  present. 


November  6  was  decision  Sun- 
day. Twenty-six  were  taken  into 
the  church  fellowship;  twenty- 
one  by  letter  and  five  by  bap- 
tism. It  is  a  thrilling  experi- 
ence to  see  over  half  of  a  congre- 
gation come  to  the  altar  in  one 
service  to  take  the  vows  of  faith- 
fulness to  Christ  and  the  church. 

The  government  authorities 
have  granted  us  the  use  of  the 
community  hall  for  our  Sunday 
school  and  church  services.  How- 
ever, we  feel  very  keenly  the 
need  of  a  church  building  as  the 
hall  is  not  adequate  to  meet  the 
growing  needs  of  the  Sunday 
school.  In  the  second  place,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  create  the  spirit 
of  reverence  in  a  building  that 
has  been  used  for  all  types  of 
entertainment  through  the  week. 

There  are  many  gratifying  ex- 
periences which  come  as  a  result 
of  having  a  part  in  this  work. 
For  example,  to  find  families  that 
are  interested  in  hearing  about 
the  saving  power  of  Christ  and 
then  to  be  able  to  lead  them  to 
accept  Christ  as  their  personal 
Savior  bring  joy  to  your  heart. 
Another  heart-warming  experi- 
ence was  a  call  in  a  home  where 
the  mother  has  been  ill  for  a 
long  time.  Because  of  this  long 
illness  she  has  been  persuaded 
to  try  several  different  faith 
doctrines  which  only  added  to 
her  spiritual  and  mental  confu- 
sion. After  discussing  the  Scrip- 
tures and  the  promises  of  Christ 
we  were  requested  to  pray  for 
her  physical  healing.  At  the  close 
of  the  prayer  service  in  that 
home  we  left  feeling  that  the 
Lord  has  called  us  to  a  great 
work.  In  some  of  the  homes  a 
member  of  the  family  has  told 
us  that  this  is  the  first  time  in 
five  years  that  a  minister  has 
called  in  the  home. 

We  were  greatly  impressed  by 
the  number  of  individuals  who 


stated  over  and  over  how  glad 
they  were  to  have  a  minister  and 
his  family  in  their  midst.  These 
and  many  other  like  experiences 
reveal  the  greatness  of  the  work 
which  is  before  us. 

To  win  people  to  the  saving 
knowledge  of  Christ  has  been  the 
task  of  the  church  since  the  day 
of  Pentecost.  When  we  hear  the 
challenge  of  Matt.  28:19:  "Go, 
therefore,  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations,"  we  usually  think  in 
terms  of  foreign  missions.  Here 
in  our  country  "the  fields  are 
white  unto  harvest." 

In  High  Point  and  in  many 
other  congested  areas  like  it  are 
many  individuals  that  need  the 
saving  power  of  Christ.  It  is  my 
conviction  that  they  will  be  won 
to  Christ  only  as  we  carry  the 
gospel  to  them.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  has  been  given  the 
opportunity  and  responsibility  to 
minister  to  these  groups.  These 
are  the  new  frontiers  in  evange- 
lism. It  is  our  earnest  prayer 
that  the  church  will  meet  the 
needs  of  these  new  fields. 


Newport  News,  Virginia 
L.  W.  BlackweU 

Hampton,  Virginia 

AS  ONE  looks  to  the  days 
that  are  gone,  one  sees 
Newport  News  and  its  sur- 
rounding localities  as  an  area  to 
which  a  steady  stream  of  work- 
ing people  flowed  owing  to  the 
varied  industries.  These  people, 
Christians  and  non  -  Christians, 
came  from  almost  all  parts  of 
Virginia  and  other  states.  Many 
longed  for  their  home  churches 
and  thus  kept  that  love  of  Christ 
and  his  work  aglow  within  their 
hearts.  And  when  the  way  be- 
came dark  John  4:35  always 
brought  great  light.  "Say  not  ye, 
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There  are  yet  four  months,  and 
then  cometh  the  harvest?  be- 
hold, I  say  unto  you,  Lift  up 
your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields; 
for  they  are  white  already  to 
harvest."  With  this  challenge, 
an  evangelistic  program  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  sprang 
forth  in  this  area;  those  already 
in  the  church  put  forth  their  ef- 
forts, coupled  with  fervent 
prayer,  for  an  ever-growing  and 
strong  church. 

Now  that  we  have  gone  safely 
over  the  more  difficult  hurdles, 
we  can  see  how  the  precious  fel- 
lowship with  one  another  has 
meant  so  much.  We  constantly 
urge  all  to  bring  with  them  to 
church  those  souls  who  may  be 
hungering  after  righteousness, 
people  they  may  daily  come  in 
contact  with,  for  that  invitation 
will  spread  the  first  wave  of 
warmth  of  the  wonderful  fellow- 
ship the  church  holds  for  all. 

Our  evening  services  have 
been  mainly  devoted  to  an  evan- 
gelistic sermon,  for  the  oppor- 
tunity should  be  ever  present 
for  those  seeking  souls  to  find 
Christ  and  accept  his  way  of  life 
and  work  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  others  traveling  the  same 
road. 

The  fact  that  many  have  been 
strangers,  having  possibly  only 
their  immediate  families  in  this 
locality,  has  given  the  church  a 
great  opportunity  to  offer  a  place 
of  worship  where  any  newcom- 


ers are  welcomed  in  the  family 
of  God.  So  that  new  faces  will 
not  be  new  the  next  time,  a  vis- 
it is  made  to  the  homes  to  bind 
that  fellowship  we  so  much 
treasure. 

The  power  and  necessity  of 
prayer  is  being  stressed  in  our 
midweek  services,  for  without 
prayer  our  evangelistic  efforts 
are  empty.  Sincere  prayer  and 
faith  have  been  a  great  encour- 
agement as  we  labor  on  in  the 
Lord's  work. 

In  our  effort  to  reach  every 
soul  possible  the  church'  pur- 
chased a  bus  which  before  each 
service  covers  a  wide  area  bring- 
ing in  those  without  transporta- 
tion. 

We  cannot  all  be  missionaries 
to  some  faraway  land  but  we 
come  to  realize  more  every  day 
that  those  frontiers  are  very 
often  at  our  own  back  door. 

We  are  making  a  wholehearted 
effort  to  show  the  youth  of  the 
church  how  Christ  and  his 
church  will  have  a  bearing  on 
their  lives  so  that  they  will  never 
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want  to  depart  from  him. 
Through  their  lives  the  youth 
they  come  in  contact  with  are 
influenced. 

We  have  found  also  that  the 
interest  taken  in  a  child  often 
"sent"  to  Sunday  school  will 
eventually  bring  the  parents. 
We  are  rewarded  for  our  labor, 
for  the  Lord  said  in  Mark  8:34: 
"Whosoever  will  come  after  me, 
let  him  deny  himself  and  take 
up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  It 
is  our  prayer  always  that  his 
spirit  will  lead  us  on. 


San  Fernando  Valley 
W.  T.  Lucketl 

Van  Nuys,  California 

THE  San  Fernando  Valley  in 
Southern  California  is  re- 
puted to  be  the  spot  where 
the  population  is  making  a  more 
rapid  growth  than  anywhere  else 
in  the  world.  In  the  center  of 
this  phenomenal  growth  we  have 
a  church  that  is  less  than  five 
years  old.  Some  Brethren  people 
have  lived  in  this  valley  for  years 
and  were  members  of  the  Glen- 
dale  church,  a  distance  of  some 
fifteen  miles.  In  May  of  1945 
they  started  having  meetings  in 
their  homes  for  fellowship  and 
worship.  In  September  of  the 
same  year  they  organized  with 
thirty  -  eight  charter  members 
and  started  Sunday  school  and 
worship  services  in  a  clubhouse. 
The  first  year  they  had  no  pas- 
tor; however,  Bro.  Edward  Lan- 
der and  Bro.  I.  V.  Funderburgh, 
pastors  of  the  Glendale  and  Pas- 
adena    churches     respectively, 


Right:  The  bus 
by  which  many 
are  brought  to 
church  services 
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preached  and  made  other  valu- 
able contributions  to  this  new- 
born church.  On  September  1, 
1946,  Bro.  Mervin  Baker  became 
the  first  pastor  and  did  some 
very  fine  foundation  work. 

The  fervent  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  potential  field  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  dis- 
trict board  of  administration  of 
Southern  California  and  with 
the  financial  assistance  of  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  a 
building  site  of  three  hundred 
feet  by  three  hundred  feet  was 
bought.  This  big  building  site 
proved  to  be  a  fine  thing  for  ex- 
pansion. The  new  building  has 
five  Sunday-school  classrooms 
and  a  chapel  with  a  legal  seating 
capacity  of  eighty-five.  It  was 
occupied  in  September  of  1947 
and  dedicated  January  10,  1948. 

When  we  came  here  to  serve 
we  could  look  to  the  south  two 
miles  and  see  the  General  Mo- 
tors assembly  plant.  Between  us 
and  this  plant  was  a  stock  ranch 
on  which  sheep  were  grazing. 
Now  on  this  stock  ranch  there 
are  two  thousand  homes,  occu- 
pied. There  are  more  than  three 
thousand  children  in  this  city, 
known  as  Panorama  City.  And 
building  is  going  on  all  around 
us — a  theater  which  seats  one 
thousand  people,  super  markets 
and  dwelling  houses  in  every 
direction. 

In  a  short  time  the  new  build- 
ing was  inadequate  to  care  for 
the  rapidly  growing  Sunday 
school  and  the  district  board  of 
administration  of  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia helped  us  to  build  a  cot- 
tage which  cares  for  forty  in  the 
Sunday  school.  In  the  past  year 
our  Sunday  school  has  more  than 
doubled  in  attendance  and  the 
worship  services  experienced  a 
healthful  growth.  Forty  -  one 
were  added  to  the  church  mem- 
bership— mostly  from  the  new 
people  in  the  community.  The 
present  membership  is  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  The  Sunday- 
school  attendance  for  the  month 
of  November  averaged  one  hun- 
dred eighty-three.    All  available 


From   the   Nation's   Capital  a.  stauHer  cuny 


Peter  Marshall's  prayers 

I  was  able  to  secure  through  Sen- 
ator Lucas'  office  a  copy  of  the 
prayers  offered  by  Senate  Chaplain 
Peter  Marshall — now  deceased — dur- 
ing 1947  and  1948.  Some  excerpts 
indicate  the  fine  spiritual  tone  of 
these  prayers. 
".  .  .  no  short  circuits" 

"Our  heavenly  Father,  in  this  mo- 
ment of  prayer,  when  there  is  silence 
in  this  Senate  chamber,  may  there 
not  be  silence  in  thy  presence. 

"May  our  prayers  be  heard. 

"May  '  no  short  circuits  be  made 
by  our  lack  of  faith,  our  high  pro- 
fessions joined  to  low  attainments, 
our  fine  words  hiding  shabby 
thoughts,  or  friendly  faces  masking 
cold  hearts  .  .  ." 
".  .  .  more  important  than  winning 

votes" 

"We  have  an  uneasy  feeling  that 
we  have  not  been  right  or  consistent 
and  have  risked  the  peace  of  the 
world  for  lesser  gains  at  home.  Only 
if  thy  Spirit  guide  our  spokesmen 
and  shape  our  policies  can  this  na- 
tion regain  the  respect  of  the  world 
and  merit  thy  blessing.  Winning 
peace  in  the  world  must  become 
more  important  than  winning  votes 
in  America.  God,  direct  our  Senators 
to  do  what  is  right  for  Jesus'  sake 
and  the  sake  of  peace  and  good 
conscience." 

".  .  .  we  never  pray  .  .  .  work  our- 
selves to  death" 

".  .  .  Often  we  pray  for  that  which 
is  already  ours,  neglected  and  un- 
used. Sometimes  we  pray  for  that 
which  can  never  be  ours  and  some- 
times for  that  which  we  must  do 
for  ourselves. 


"How  many  times  we  never  pray 
at  all,  and  then  work  ourselves  to 
death  to  earn  something  that  is  ours 
for  the  asking. 

"Help  us  to  understand  that  faith 
without  works  is  dead  and  works 
without  faith  can  never  live.  Amen." 
".  .  .  as  hard  .  .  .  and  as  easy  as 

possible" 

".  .  .  Direct  our  government  that 
it  may  ever  make  it  as  hard  as  pos- 
sible to  do  wrong  and  as  easy  as 
possible  to  do  right.  To  that  end, 
incline  our  leaders  to  the  eternal 
truths  thou  hast  revealed  in  the  Bi- 
ble and  in  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Lord.  Amen." 
".  .  .  that  T  is  in  the  middle  of  sin" 

"We  confess,  O  Lord,  that  we  think 
too  much  of  ourselves,  for  ourselves 
and  about  ourselves. 

"If  our  Lord  had  thought  about 
himself,  we  would  not  now  be  bowed 
in  prayer,  nor  have  the  liberty  in. 
which  and  for  which  to  pray. 

".  .  .  Help  us  to  see,  O  Lord,  that 
T  is  in  the  middle  of  sin,  and  let 
no  man  among  us  think  more  highly 
of  himself  than  he  ought  to  think,  to 
the  end  that  we  may  be  used  of 
thee  in  thy  service  for  the  good  of 
all  mankind. 

"Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen." 

Books  can  be  secured 

By  writing  to  one's  Senator  it  is 
possible,  in  many  cases,  to  secure  a 
free  copy  of  this  sixty-six-page  book 
(Senate  Document  170,  80th  Con- 
gress, 2nd  Session).  In  all  cases  it 
can  be  secured  for  thirty  cents  by 
writing  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D.  C. 


space  is  used  for  Sunday-school 
classes,  the  parsonage,  the  pas- 
tor's study,  vestibules  and  the 
chapel.  On  World  Communion 
Sunday  in  our  morning  services 
we  gave  a  communion  service  of 
the  bread  and  wine.  The  chapel 
was  filled  and  many  expressions 
of  appreciation  came  to  me  from 
the  new  people  in  this  commu- 
nity. These  new  people  are  tak- 
ing hold  of  the  work  in  a  fine 
way.  They  are  serving  as  Sun- 
day-school teachers  and  on  the 
church  boards. 

The  General  Brotherhood 
Board  and  the  board  of  adminis- 
tration  of   Southern   California 


came  to  our  rescue  and  at  the 
present  we  are  building  again. 
We  will  have  ten  more  Sunday- 
school  classrooms  and  a  beautiful 
sanctuary,  which  will  seat  three 
hundred  people.  We  hope  to  be 
in  this  building  by  Easter.  We 
are  starting  a  class  in  evangelism 
and  by  Easter  we  hope  to  bring 
into  the  church  a  number  of 
those  reached  by  the  visitors. 

In  many  years  of  pastoral 
service  this  is  the  most  thrilling 
and  potential  field  we  have  ob- 
served or  in  which  we  have 
served. 
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A  church  need  not  wait  for  a  re- 
vival to  add  new  members;  other 
methods    of    evangelism    can    be 
used 


I.  V.  Funderburgh 

Pacific  Regional  Secretary 
La  Verne,  California 


Harmon 


L- .  i..  ti  >X.x  §  TMM 


Searching  for  Effective  Method 


A  MINISTER  once  included 
in  his  annual  report  this 
statement:  "No  additions; 
haven't  had  a  revival  yet."  A 
conviction  that  such  a  philoso- 
phy of  evangelism  is  erroneous 
led  the  Pacific  Coast  regional  sec- 
retaries into  action.  Believing 
that  no  church  need  wait  for  a 
revival  to  gain  new  members, 
that  there  are  practicable  meth- 
ods of  evangelism  workable  in 
any  church,  and  that  the  harvest 
truly  is  white,  the  regional  office 
approached  the  pastors  of  the 
region  regarding  the  advisability 
of  a  series  of  seminars  or  insti- 
tutes on  evangelism.  The  idea 
was  well  received.  Pastors 
throughout  the  region  seemed 
eager  for  help  to  do  what  they 
all  felt  needed  to  be  done.  Plans 
were  set  up  for  conferences  in 
each  district  with  the  exception 
of  Canada. 

These  conferences  were  really 
pastors'  retreats.  Local  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  the  district 
ministerial  secretaries  or  the  of- 
ficers of  the  pastors'  associations. 
Those  most  rich   in   fellowship 
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and  inspiration  were  occasions 
where  the  pastors  lived  together 
for  the  greater  part  of  two  days. 
Meals  were  prepared  and  served 
at  cost  by  the  ladies  of  the  local 
church.  In  one  instance  the  pas- 
tors' wives  took  care  of  these  de- 
tails. 

A  serious  purpose  was  appar- 
ent in  the  approach  to  methods 
and  techniques  of  promoting  an 
effective  evangelism  in  the  lo- 
cal church.  A  sense  of  comrade- 
ship in  a  common  urgent  task 
was  evident  as  the  groups  were 
led  from  time  to  time,  by  those 
of  their  own  number,  in  praise, 
confession  and  intercession.  The 
sessions  were  informally  con- 
ducted. The  discussions  were 
pointed  and  stimulating.  There 
was  much  sharing  of  experience. 
Tensions  were  released  occasion- 
ally by  appropriate  recreation 
arranged  by  the  local  pastor. 

To  guide  the  thinking,  a  syl- 
labus was  prepared  in  the  re- 
gional office,  which  included  such 
topics  as  Organizing  the  Local 
Church  for  Effective  Evangelism, 
Training  of  Laymen  for  the  Task, 
Techniques  of  Family  Visitation, 
Problems   of   Assimilation,    and 


Setting  Up  a  Continuous  Pro- 
gram for  Reaching  the  Unsaved. 
A  brief  bibliography  was  sug- 
gested. 

Consideration  of  the  direct  ap- 
proach through  family  visitation 
claimed  a  major  portion  of  the 
time.  The  techniques  of  success- 
ful visitation  were  well  outlined 
in  the  charts,  They  Went  Forth 
Two  by  Two.  In  one  retreat  use 
was  made  of  the  slide  film,  Bring- 
ing Christ  to  the  Home. 

The  object  of  these  institutes 
was  to  discover  valid  ways  and 
means  by  which  busy  pastors 
might  train  and  use  laymen  in 
their  congregations  to  be  "fishers 
of  men."  Sidney  Powell  in  his 
Toward  the  Great  Awakening 
says:  "The  next  great  advance  in 
Protestant  Christianity  waits  on 
the  laymen."  When  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  was  asked  the  secret  of 
his  success  he  replied:  "I  preach 
on  Sunday,  but  I  have  hun- 
dreds of  men  who  preach  during 
the  week." 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that 
laymen  can  be  more  effective  in 
personal  evangelism  than  min- 
isters. Somehow  ministers  are 
taken  for  granted,  but  an  ap- 


proach  by  one's  own  neighbor  or 
business  associate  is  usually  re- 
spectfully honored.  A  study  in 
Iowa  some  time  ago  revealed 
that  approximately  six  per  cent 
of  those  accepting  Christ  and 
uniting  with  the  church  came  as 
a  result  of  some  theology  or  doc- 
trine, while  sixty-seven  per  cent 
came  as  a  result  of  the  influence 
of  some  friend. 

The  pastors  were  quite  prac- 
tical in  their  analysis  of  evan- 
gelistic procedures.  For  exam- 
ple, one  topic  which  drew  con- 
siderable attention  was  how  best 
to  receive  new  members  into  the 


tations  should  be  carefully  stud- 
ied. 

Emphasis  on  "front  door  evan- 
gelism" is  to  be  avoided.  Some 
attention  needs  to  be  given  to 
stopping  the  leaks  in  member- 
ship. So  an  important  area  of 
consideration  was  the  problem 
of  assimilation  of  new  members, 
conserving  the  results.  This  is  a 
much  neglected  field  in  church 
promotion.  Each  pastor  agreed 
to  study  his  own  congregation 
and  apply  those  devices  which 
have  proved  helpful  elsewhere 
in  enlisting  the  interest  and  con- 
serving the  support  of  all  new 
members. 


i  Evangelism 


church.  Should  they  all  be 
brought  to  the  front  and  intro- 
duced to  the  congregation? 
Should  a  reaffirmation  of  faith  be 
required  of  one  coming  in  by 
letter?  Should  anyone  be  asked 
to  wait  until  there  is  a  group 
ready  to  unite  with  the  church? 
On  these  questions  various  ex- 
periences were  shared  and  opin- 
ions expressed.  There  was  com- 
mon agreement  on  the  value  of 
a  membership  day.  A  special 
and  significant  public  recogni- 
tion of  new  members  is  good  for 
participants  and  congregation. 
While  there  are  special  days  and 
seasons  for  the  evangelistic  em- 
phasis, it  is  not  wise  generally 
to  postpone  the  reception  of  any- 
one coming  by  letter  or  baptism. 
In  one  group  the  public  in- 
vitation came  in  for  close  scru- 
tiny. How  frequently  should  a 
public  invitation  be  given?  What 
manner  of  response  is  best  to 
suggest?  What  place  does  the 
altar  have  in  present-day  evan- 
gelism? All  agreed  that  pastors 
should  certainly  not  neglect  the 
public  invitation,  but  exercise 
discretion  in  its  use.  The  tech- 
niques of  issuing  effective  invi- 


There  was  unanimous  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  an  ongoing  pro- 
gram of  evangelism,  in  place  of 
the  spasmodic,  hit-and-miss  ef- 
fort so  often  found.  One  suggest- 
ed the  setting  up  of  an  evange- 
lism committee,  chiefly  com- 
prised of  laymen,  who  would  or- 
ganize and  direct  a  continuous 
effort.  Another  proposed  that  the 
deacons  be  enlisted  in  a  perma- 
nent visitation  program.  The  ide- 
al is  for  the  whole  church  to  be  at 
wprk  in  presenting  the  claims  of 
Christ  to  those  who  do  not  know 
him.  An  evangelistic  church  is 
a  growing  church  and  a  spiritual 
church. 

What  are  the  values  derived 
from  these  conferences?  Of 
course,  the  ultimate  value  in 
the  local  churches  will  be  re- 
flected in  the  ingatherings  re- 
ported in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Some  more  immediate  tangible 
outcomes  were  apparent,  how- 
ever, in  all  the  conferences 
where  a  full  day  or  two  days 
were  spent  together.  There  was 
an  appreciation  of  the  common 
effort  in  which  all  were  pledged 
to  engage  in  the  coming  months. 
An  urgency  seemed  to  dominate 


the  importance  of  an  evangelis- 
tic ministry.  There  was  a  unity 
in  purpose.  All  pledged  to  co- 
operate in  the  United  Evangelis- 
tic Advance.  In  one  group  the 
pastors  offered  their  services  to 
one  another  in  the  various 
preaching  missions  throughout 
the  district.  Observance  of  the 
hour  of  prayer  for  one  another 
each  Saturday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock,  or  at  another  time  agreed 
upon,  was  a  parting  promise. 

Five  conferences  were  held  in 
the  region  and  a  total  of  sixty 
hours  were  spent  in  conference, 
prayer  and  fellowship.  A  closer 
bond  of  pastoral  comradeship 
grew  out  of  the  hours  spent  to- 
gether in  thinking  through  the 
evangelistic  imperative.  There 
was  encouragement  in  the  re- 
newal of  a  spiritual  kinship  in 
the  highest  calling  on  earth. 

It  is  indeed  heartening  to  dis- 
cover a  common  desire  on  the 
part  of  these  servants  of  God  to 
minister  more  effectively  in  the 
work  of  the  kingdom.  To  have 
fellowshipped  with  these  leaders 
of  the  region  in  such  an  intimate 
fashion  and  on  such  urgent  busi- 
ness brought  a  never-to-be-for- 
gotten spiritual  uplift.  May  the 
spirit  of  the  Master  be  near  us 
all  as  we  together  witness  unto 
him. 

Now 

As  I  go  about  my  work  a  verse 
of  a  hymn  or  a  verse  of  Scrip- 
ture sometimes  comes  to  me  sud- 
denly. Here  is  a  recent  one: 
"Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may 
be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while 
he  is  near." 

It  is  the  latter  part  of  the 
verse  I  want  to  emphasize  espe- 
cially, "Call  ye  upon  him  while 
he  is  near." 

Sometime  he  may  seem  far 
away  and  we  may  long  to  feel 
his  presence.  Do  not  wait  for 
that  time.  "Call  ye  upon  him 
while  he  is  near." — Julia  Gray- 
don,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Teaching  Evangelism 
in  the  Seminary 

Chalmer  E.  Faw 

Chicago,  Illinois 

BETHANY  has  always  been 
evangelistic  and  missionary 
in  her  emphasis.  It  was  a 
part  of  the  vision  of  her  found- 
ers that  the  seminary  should  be- 
come a  radiating  center  of  evan- 
gelistic power  both  in  the  home- 
land and  throughout  the  far- 
flung  mission  fields  of  the  church. 
The  Bible  text  motto  of  the 
school  has  aLways  been  "Pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest, 
that  he  would  send  forth  labor- 
ers into  his  harvest."  To  fulfill 
this  vision  and  implement  this 
motto  the  seminary  has  always 
offered  courses  in  evangelism, 
both  in  the  broader  ranges  of  the 
field  and  in  the  specific  area  of 


personal  evangelism  and  soul- 
winning.  Not  only  has  evange- 
lism been  taught  in  theory 
through  the  years,  but  it  has 
been  translated  into  concrete  ex- 
perience through  the  practical 
work  department  of  the  school, 
in  which  students  participate  in 
many  different  religious  efforts 
in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

Not  only  has  evangelism  been 
one  of  the  major  emphases  of  the 
seminary  but  it  has  always  been 
the  natural  outgrowth  of  the 
whole  curriculum.  Every  course, 
whether  in  the  field  of  Bible, 
Christian  doctrine,  practical  the- 
ology, personal  counseling  or 
Christian  education,  makes  its 
contribution  to  an  understand- 
ing and  effective  expression  of 
evangelism.  Furthermore,  every 
teacher  on  the  faculty  is  dedi- 
cated  to    a   strong  program   of 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

Planting  a  Church  in  a  Pagan  City 
Acts  15:36—18:22;  1  Cor.  5:9—6:20;  2  Cor.  6:11—7:1 


A  wicked  city 

Paul  had  recently  gone  to  Athens, 
a  great  intellectual  city.  There,  on 
Mars  Hill  among  the  philosophers, 
he  had  proclaimed  the  message  of 
salvation.  It  made  little  impression. 
Paul  presently  turned  away,  seem- 
ingly in  discouragement,  from  a  city 
which  was  so  educated  that  it  was 
satisfied  with  itself. 

Paul  went  next  to  Corinth.  Of 
all  the  cities  of  history  Corinth  has 
the  record  of  being  one  of  the  most 
wicked.  Even  the  temple  which  was 
built  to  Aphrodite  had  a  thousand 
priestesses  who  gave  themselves  in 
prostitution  to  the  worshipers.  This 
was  one  of  the  means  of  filling  the 
temple  coffers  with  gold.  Vice  and 
sin  were  highly  commercialized  and 
deeply  entrenched. 

But  Paul  went  into  this  wicked 
city.  Even  if  Christianity  could  not 
change  those  who  were  self-satisfied, 
Paul  hoped  that  it  could  have  some 
effect  in  a  city  which  was  knee-deep 
in  sin. 

What  Christ  can  do  for  a  wicked  city 

Paul  did  not  feel  that  when  sin 
was  rampant  in  the  world  Christian 
people  should  slip  out  the  back  way 
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and  let  sin  devour  the  people.  He 
did  not  subscribe  to  the  philosophy 
which  later  caused  Christians  to  go 
to  the  mountaintops  and  build  mon- 
asteries in  which  to  bury  themselves. 
Rather,  he  plunged  into  the  midst  of 
all  of  this  sin  and  there  he  taught 
courageously  the  principles  of  pure, 
undefiled  Christianity.  He  said  to 
these  sin-drenched  people,  "Ye  are 
the  temple  of  the  living  God.  God 
will  be  a  Father  to  you  and  ye  shall 
be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the 
Lord  Almighty."  Paul  had  unfailing 
faith  in  the  power  of  Christianity  to 
remake  a  person,  to  remake  a  society 
and  to  remake  a  wicked  city. 
Let  us  cleanse  ourselves 

Paul  did  not  expect  cleansing  to 
come  about  automatically  or  without 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  sinners.  He 
said,  "Having  therefore  these  prom- 
ises, dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanse 
ourselves  from  all  filthiness  of  the 
flesh  and  spirit."  Those  Christians 
in  this  day  who  call  out,  "Lord, 
Lord,"  and  expect  God  to  do  every- 
thing else  are  not  the  kind  of  Chris- 
tians Paul  was  challenging.  In  the 
power  of  God  he  wanted  the  Chris- 
tian to  take  hold  of  himself  and 
cleanse  himself.  Paul  wants  the 
Christian  in  the  power  of  God  to 
make  a  man  of  himself. 


Christian  evangelism,  partici- 
pates in  one  or  more  special 
evangelistic  efforts  outside  the 
seminary  each  year,  and  gives 
personal  encouragement  and  im- 
plementation to  the  evangelistic 
interests  of  the  students. 

In  her  emphasis  upon  evange- 
lism, Bethany  has  been  true  to 
her  Brethren  heritage  in  stress- 
ing a  strong  New  Testament  type 
of  gospel  witness  as  against  the 
evangelistic  excesses  which  have 
characterized  some  individuals 
and  groups  of  our  day.  She  has 
stressed  the  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  as  the  basis  of  evan- 
gelism, deep  consecration  and 
spiritual  maturity  as  the  pre- 
requisite, the  exaltation  of  both 
Christ  and  his  body,  the  church, 
as  the  goal,  and  the  reaching  of 
all  classes  of  people,  both  saved 
and  unsaved,  as  the  great  need. 

These  interests  and  emphases 
are  well  represented  in  the  pres- 
ent courses  offered  in  this  field. 
Included  here  are  the  several 
classes  in  foreign  missions,  a 
most  important,  aspect  of  the 
program  of  evangelism.  Then 
there  is  the  basic  course  in  evan- 
gelism, required  of  all  students 
working  for  the  B.D.  degree  and 
one  of  the  alternative  require- 
ments for  all  M.R.E.  candidates. 
This  course  begins  with  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  meaning  and  na- 
ture of  evangelism,  laying  a 
strong  doctrinal  foundation  for 
an  understanding  of  the  field. 
This  is  followed  by  a  careful  and 
enlightening  review  of  the  his- 
tory of  evangelism,  with  the 
spotlight  of  emphasis  upon 
American  revivalism.  These  con- 
siderations give  perspective  to 
those  who  would  do  evangelistic 
work  in  our  times.  The  third 
phase  of  the  course  deals  with 
the  method  and  program  of  evan- 
gelism, discussing  the  wide  range 
of  evangelistic  opportunities  of 
our  day:  revival  meetings,  Holy 
Week  services,  Bible  institutes, 
camp  programs  and  personal 
evangelism.  Two  levels  of  evan- 
gelism are  emphasized  through- 
out:   reaching  the  unsaved  and 


deepening  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  people  already  in  the  Chris- 
tian fold. 

Although  personal  evangelism 
is  dealt  with  as  a  part  of  the 
basic  course,  a  separate  and  spe- 
cialized study  of  this  important 
aspect  of  the  work  is  provided 
in  the  annual  course  in  visitation 
evangelism,  which  has  been  set 
up  as  a  combination  instructional 
and  laboratory  subject.  Its  aim 
is  twofold:  to  train  young  min- 
isters to  be  good  visitation  evan- 
gelists themselves  and  to  help 
them  become  administrators  of 
lay  evangelistic  efforts  in  their 
congregations.  The  whole  range 
of  visitation  or  community  evan- 
gelism is  covered,  beginning 
with  the  spiritual  prerequisites 
for  evangelism,  catching  the 
vision  of  the  evangelistic  poten- 
tialities of  the  average  church, 
and  ways  in  which  a  church  can 
be  awakened  to  a  vision  of  its 
possibilities.  This  is  followed  by 
detailed  instruction  in  survey 
work  and  doorbell  ringing,  fol- 
low-up calling  and  fellowship 
cultivation,  and  then  the  deeper 
level  aspects  of  evangelism:  the 
appeals,  the  questions  leading  to 
decision,  induction  into  the  fel- 
lowship and  the  postconversion 
cultivation.  Class  sessions  are 
held  in  the  First  church,  and  a 
half  hour  of  each  two-hour  ses- 
sion is  spent  in  connection  with 
the  local  Fellowship  of  Service, 
a  volunteer,  year-round  visita- 
tion evangelism  group  of  the  lo- 
cal church.  Then  after  the  first 
four  sessions  of  intensive  instruc- 
tion, the  students  begin  calling 
in  the  neighborhood  in  collabora- 
tion with  the  Fellowship  of 
Service.  Floyd  Wagoner,  co- 
founder  and  present  chairman  of 
this  local  evangelistic  fellowship, 
assists  in  class  instruction,  bring- 
ing to  the  group  the  fruit  of  years 
of  consecrated  community  evan- 
gelistic work.  As  the  students 
go  out  into  the  homes  of  the 
neighborhood  they  are  accom- 
panied by  older  and  more  ex- 
perienced visitors  who  help  pre- 
pare them  for  the   time  when 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

I  have  a  problem  which  I  do  not 
believe  is  unique  with  my  husband 
and  me,  but  is  rather  common  among 
young  parents  such  as  we  are.  Our 
daughters  are  three  and  five-and-a- 
half  years  old  now  and  we  are  both 
equally  concerned  about  their  physi- 
cal well-being  and  wholesome  char- 
acter development,  but  we  disagree 
on  methods  of  bringing  this  about. 

I  have  been  reading  articles  on 
more  recent  methods  of  child  train- 
ing and  have  been  attending  a  moth- 
ers' study  group.  These  articles  and 
discussions  in  the  group  have  been 
very  helpful  in  giving  me  attitudes 
and  methods  I  feel  are  best  for  deal- 
ing with  the  children,  but  my  hus- 
band, busy  as  he  is,  has  not  had 
these  opportunities  and  feels  he 
doesn't  need  anyone  to  tell  him  how 
to  raise  his  children.  He  has  the 
more  strict,  patriarchal,  "talking 
down  to"  attitude  toward  them. 

How  can  we  get  closer  together 
in  our  viewpoints  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  all  concerned? 

A   Young   Mother. 

Dear  Friend, 

Your  task  of  bringing  about  this 
desired  change  in  your  husband  is 
not  an  easy  one,  but  it  is  worth 
trying,  since  the  welfare  of  your 
children  is  involved.  However,  as 
you  undertake  means  of  giving  him 
a  more  wholesome  approach  to  child 
training,  keep  in  mind  always  this 
thought:  the  maintaining  of  the  atti- 
tudes of  love,  respect  and  compan- 
ionship between  you  and  your  hus- 


they  themselves  can  help  train 
others. 

After  the  quarter  is  over  the 
student  is  encouraged  to  con- 
tinue in  the  Fellowship  of  Serv- 
ice as  his  practical  work  assign- 
ment for  the  rest  of  the  year.  In 
this  way  the  lessons  learned  dur- 
ing the  course  are  driven  home 
through  even  wider  experience. 
Many  stories  could  be  told  of 
the  worth-while  experiences  of 
the  students  in  community  evan- 
gelism and  of  the  results  for  the 
kingdom  among  those  who  have 
been  visited  by  the  student 
group.  Even  greater  accom- 
plishments await  these  students 


band  and  between  you  as  parents 
and  your  children  is  more  important 
to  the  highest  development  of  your 
children  than  the  methods  you  use. 
If  you  become  so  concerned  and 
troubled  over  the  situation  and,  as 
a  result,  criticize  your  husband  when 
he  is  disciplining  the  children,  this 
conflict  —  angry  words,  unkind  looks 
— will  do  more  harm  than  a  wrong 
method. 

Could  you  help  to  bring  it  about 
that  there  would  be  a  series  of  dis- 
cussions on  child  training  and  the 
home  in  the  Sunday-school  class 
you  both  attend? 

Or  could  you  speak  to  your  pastor 
about  having  a  school  of  family  liv- 
ing on  Sunday  evenings  for  a  month 
or  more  in  which  both  fathers  and 
mothers  would  share? 

Perhaps  you  could  invite  the  fa- 
thers to  some  of  your  mothers'  study 
group  meetings  when  especially  per- 
tinent questions  were  to  be  dis- 
cussed, if  this  study  group  cannot 
always  include  both  parents. 

Or  perhaps  you  could  have  some 
young  father,  whom  he  admires, 
tactfully  present  the  other  viewpoint 
to  him,  not  as  a  lecture  but  as  shar- 
ing a  concern. 

When  you  see  a  helpful  article  in 
some  good  magazine  as  The  Chris- 
tian Home,  leave  it  lying  open  there 
on  the  breakfast  table,  for  instance, 
in  the  hope  that  he  may  read  it. 

Agreement    and    co-operation    in 

child  training  on  the  part  of  parents 

is  important  enough  to  merit  all  the 

effort  and  prayer  you  can  put  into  it. 

Your  Counselor 


in  future  years  as  they  go  out 
over  the  country  and  duplicate 
their  efforts  manyfold  in  lay 
groups  which  they  will  be  able 
to  inspire  to  do  this  type  of  work. 
Bethany  now  offers,  through 
her  practical  work  department, 
an  outlet  for  genuine  evangelistic 
witness  and  supervised  training 
not  only  in  this  community  evan- 
gelism effort,  but  also  in  rescue 
mission  work,  work  among  the 
delinquent,  or  near-delinquent  in 
the  Parental  Home,  work  among 
the  sick  in  Cook  County  hospital, 

Continued  on  page  24 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Network 
Broadcasts 

March  2,  9:30-10:00  p.m.,  Mutual:   Relief  needs 

in  Japan. 
March  4,  Living  1950,  4:00-4:30  p.m.,  NBC:  Dis- 
placed persons. 
March  9,  10:30-11:00  p.m.,  ABC:   Documentary 

on  the  needs  of  the  world  which  Christians 

should  be  ready  to  meet. 
March  11,  6:30-7:00  p.m.,  CBS:    Roundup  story 

of  the  Christian  challenge  to  be  presented 

on  Sunday,  March  12. 

Times  given  are  Eastern  Standard.  Please 
check  your  local  newspaper  for  the  exact  time 
of  each  broadcast. 


M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  be  in  the 
Chicago  and  California  areas  during  this  week:  Feb.  26, 
Chicago  and  York  Center;  March  1-3,  Pacific  Coast  re- 
gional conference;  March  4,  Bakersfield  and  Lindsay; 
March  5,  Fresno  and  Modesto. 

Two  Volunteer  Service  workers  were  recent  guests 
through  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  and  General 
Boards  offices.  They  are:  Nancy  Boose  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
who  will  be  stationed  in  Chicago,  and  Mary  Jo  Howell 
of  Walteria,  Calif.,  who  will  be  stationed  at  Klamath 
Falls,  Oregon. 

Requests  from  European  libraries  for  books  on  Breth- 
ren life  and  history  remind  us  how  scarce  copies  of  the 
Brumbaugh  and  Falkenstein  histories  now  are.  Anyone 
willing  to  part  with  a  good  copy  of  either  is  asked  to 
write  to  the  Brethren  Service  Commission,  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  HI. 

The  Pleasant  Plains  church  will  dedicate  its  parson- 
age at  Aline,  Okla.,  on  March  26.  Bro.  Lester  Fagan  of 
Wiley,  Colo.,  will  bring  a  message  in  the  morning  and 
will  preach  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  afternoon. 
There  will  be  a  basket  dinner  at  noon.  Friends  of  the 
church  from  far  and  near  are  invited  to  share  this  happy 
day. 

Sunday  schools  and  churches  desiring  audio-visual 
materials  for  use  with  the  1950  International  Uniform 
Lessons  should  order  Bulletin  No.  SL-3,  Audio-Visual 
Materials  Uniform  Series- 1950,  costing  25c,  from  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House.  This  bulletin  prepared  by 
the  visual  education  fellowship  of  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  lists  motion  pictures, 
film  strips  and  slides  that  are  suitable  for  integration 
with  the  uniform  lessons  this  year. 

In  his  broadcast  at  Christmas  time  the  pope  invited 
all  Protestants  to  come  back  into  the  Catholic  Church. 
This  would  be  a  return  to  true  Christianity,  he  believed. 
In  their  recent  meeting  in  Dallas,  Texas,  Dr.  C.  Oscar 
Johnson,  president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  invited 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  come  into  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  explained  that  Baptists  date  their  origin  to  Biblical 
times  even  as  the  Catholics  do.  Some  maintain,  he  said, 
that  John,  the  disciple  of  Jesus,  was  the  original  Baptist. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Fellowship  of  Tithers  roll  was  noticeably  enlarged  by 
enrollment  of  several  members  of  the  Washington,  D.  C, 
church  recently.  The  Brotherhood  Fund  office  reports 
a  steady  enrollment  from  the  churches. 

Men's  work  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  has  decided  to  provide 
Lord's  treasury  boxes  for  all  local  members  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Tithers.  The  men  also  are  continuing  their 
project  to  enroll  other  members  in  the  fellowship. 

East  Fairview  church,  near  Manheim,  Pa.,  will  dedi- 
cate its  new  building  on  Feb.  26;  R.  W.  Schlosser  of 
Elizabethtown  is  the  dedicatory  speaker.  Following 
the  dedication,  W.  N.  Staufer  will  begin  a  revival  serv- 
ice. H.  A.  Merkey  is  the  elder  in  charge. 

The  India  mission  will  receive  a  jeep  as  the  result  of 
a  recent  commitment  by  the  Young  Men's  class  of 
Palmyra,  Pa.,  to  provide  $1,000.  Since  Bethany  Seminary 
students  had  already  accepted  a  similar  goal  toward 
this  approved  and  much  needed  project,  mission  workers 
are  deeply  grateful  to  both  groups. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Shull  passed  away  at  his  home  in  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  at  about  the  year  end.  He  was  a 
minister  and  was  the  father  of  six  preacher  sons,  two 
of  whom  are  now  missionaries  on  the  India  field.  In 
addition,  some  of  his  daughters  are  married  to  ministers. 
The  story  of  his  life  will  appear  in  due  time. 

Dewey  D.  Fleishman,  pastor  at  Nokesville,  Va., 
writes,  "I  thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to  you  and  to 
the  Messenger  readers  to  know  that  the  Nokesville 
church  is  continuing  its  100%  Messenger  club  for  1950. 
having  maintained  the  club  for  two  years.  The  Messen- 
ger is  also  being  sent  to  friends  of  the  church.  We  be- 
lieve this  is  a  worthy  evangelical  undertaking.  I  try  to 
keep  my  people  reading  the  Messenger  by  pointing  out 
articles  and  news  releases  which  I  think  especially  valu- 
able to  them." 

We  believe  Bro.  Fleishman  is  wise  to  avail  himself  of 
the  help  of  the  church  paper.  We  commend  his  action  to 
other  pastors. 

More  100%   Gospel  Messenger  clubs  received  since 
Oct.  1,  1949: 
Central  Region 

Northern  Illinois  —  Chicago,  Douglas  Park,  Franklin  Grove, 
Milledgeville,   Mt.   Morris,   Polo,  Yellow   Creek. 

Southern  Illinois — Allison  Prairie,  Astoria,  Canton,  Cerro  Gordo, 
Girard,  La  Place,  Liberty,  Oak  Grove,  Walnut  Grove, 
Woodland. 

Middle  Indiana  —  Bachelor  Run,  Clear  Creek,  Hickory  Grove, 
Liberty  Mills,  Lower  Deer  Creek,  Mexico,  Pipe  Creek,  Pleasant 
Dale,  Pleasant  View,  Santa  Fe,  Spring  Creek,  Wabash  County, 
West  Eel  River,  West  Manchester. 

Northern  Indiana  —  Bethel,  Blissville,  Cedar  Lake,  Ft.  Wayne, 
Nappanee,  North  Liberty,  Yellow  Creek. 

South  Indiana — Anderson,  Beech  Grove,  Ladoga,  Nettle  Creek — 
Brick,  Nettle  Creek — Locust  Grove,  Nettle  Creek — White  Branch, 
Pyrmont,  Rossville,  Windfall. 

Michigan — Battle  Creek,  Crystal,  Elmdale,  New  Haven,  Onekama, 
Oeark,  Thornapple. 

Northeastern  Ohio — Center,  Maple  Grove,  Mohican,  Olivet,  Spring- 
field,  Wooster. 

Northwestern  Ohio — Defiance,  Deshler,  Pleasant  View,  Ross,  Silver 
Creek — Walnut  Grove,  Sugar  Creek. 

Southern  Ohio — Covington,  Eversole,  Greenville,  Happy  Corner, 
Lower  Miami,  Painter  Creek,  Pitsburg,  Pleasant  Valley,  Poplar 
Grove,  Salem,  Springfield,  Turkey  Creek,  West  Charleston, 
West  Milton,  Wolfe  Creek. 

To  be  continued 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


The  Peace  News,  published  in  England,  featured  in 
a  recent  issue  the  story  of  Service  for  Peace.  This  is 
a  book  by  Melvin  Gingerich  of  the  Mennonite  Central 
Committee  and  tells  of  the  work  of  conscientious  ob- 
jectors during  the  last  war. 

Edward  S.  Foltz  had  compiled  the  Gains  for  the  King- 
dom, the  weddings  and  the  deaths  each  year  as  they 
are  published  in  the  Gospel  Messenger.  He  passed  away 
last  November  and  his  grandson  completed  the  work 
for  last  year.  The  report  is  as  follows:  Gains  for  the 
Kingdom— 5,759;  Weddings— 772;  Deaths,  1,067. 

At  Sipesville,  Pa.,  where  C.  O.  Showalter  is  pastor, 
the  Messenger  100%  club  has  been  completed.  They 
sent  a  list  of  eighty-six  homes  which  will  receive  the 
paper.  Seven  free  papers  were  sent  to  community 
homes.  They  say  that  the  club  rate  has  saved  the  church 
more  than  seventy  dollars.  We  would  like  to  suggest 
that  the  club  rate  would  save  many  other  churches 
many  dollars  and  get  the  Messenger  into  more  homes. 

Lula  Stanbke  of  Leeton,  Mo.,  sends  the  following  sen- 
timents in  answer  to  the  question,  What  Makes  a  House 
a  Home?:  A  real  home  is  a  playground.  It  is  a  work- 
shop. It  is  a  forum:  honest,  open  discussion  of  life's 
great  problems  belong  in  the  family  circle.  A  real  home 
is  a  secret  society:  loyalty  to  one's  family  should  mean 
keeping  silent  on  family  matters.  It  is  a  co-operative 
league:  households  nourish  in  peace  where  the  interest 
of  each  is  the  interest  of  all. 

The  Fred  Hollingsheads,  pastors  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
have  decided  to  establish  a  memorial  mission  fund  in 
memory  of  Bernard,  their  young  son  whose  death  by 
accident  was  announced  last  week.  Bernard  was  very 
much  interested  in  the  children  in  Africa;  gifts  of  money 
have  been  given  in  place  of  flowers,  and  his  family  have 
decided  to  dedicate  it  to  Africa.  If  others  who  knew 
Bernie  care  to  contribute  to  this  fund,  it  will  carry 
forward  Bernard's  cheerful  spirit. 

The  Langer  Bill,  which  would  prevent  interstate  ad- 
vertising of  alcohol  will  be  before  this  Congress.  Thou- 
sands of  people  across  the  country  are  writing  their 
congressmen  urging  the  passage  of  this-  bill.  It  would 
eliminate  this  distasteful  kind  of  advertising  from  our 
national  periodicals  and  newspapers  and  from  the  radio. 
The  Henry  R.  Luce  publications,  Time,  Life,  etc.,  re- 
ceived nearly  $13,000,000  last  year  in  advertising  whisky, 
beer,  wine  and  other  alcoholic  beverages. 

Elizabethtown  College 

During  February,  March  and  April  the  a  cappella 
choir  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  David  Albright  will 
appear  in  many  churches  of  Eastern  and  Southern  Penn- 
sylvania. The  college  men's  chorus  is  scheduled  for 
programs  from  February  through  May  in  churches  not 
reached  by  the  choir. 

President  A.  C.  Baugher  announces  that  Dr.  Fred 
Corson,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  Phila- 
delphia area  and  former  president  of  Dickinson  College, 
will  deliver  the  address  at  the  forty-eighth  commence- 
ment. 

The  summer  work  conference  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Universities  will  be  held  at 
Dickinson  College,   Carlisle,   Pa.,  June   20,   21,  and   22. 


The  workshop  will  consider  the  theme,  "The  community 
and  international  responsibility  of  the  college."  Presi- 
dent Baugher  is  a  member  of  the  planning  committee 
and  will  serve  as  chairman  of  the  group  considering  the 
community  responsibility  of  the  college. 

The  second  semester  enrollment  of  350  includes  two 
foreign  students:  Roland  von  Hentig,  brother  of  Hart- 
mut  von  Hentig,  Elizabethtown's  German  student,  and 
Andre  Yon  of  Paris,  France. 

It  is  now  possible  for  students  to  enroll  for  a  three- 
year  course  in  laboratory  technology  and  to  serve  in 
a  recognized  hospital  laboratory  for  the  fourth  year. 
Upon  the  completion  of  this  year  of  laboratory  training 
the  student  is  eligible  for  a  B.S.  degree  in  science.  Dr. 
Charles  and  Dr.  Bessie  Apgar  are  advisers  to  these 
majors.  Dr.  E.  E.  Zeigler,  pathologist  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital  and  Dr.  Heid,  pathologist  at  the  Lancaster  Gen- 
eral Hospital  are  special  lecturers  for  the  course. 

Katherine  Bacon,  English  pianist  and  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Julliard  School  of  Music,  appeared  in  a 
concert  recently.  Sponsored  by  the  Association  of  Amer- 
ican Colleges  Miss  Bacon  spent  two  days  on  campus  and 
conferred  with  students  and  faculty. 

Elizabethtown  is  co-operating  with  local  churches  in 
Bible  extension  programs.  Classes  are  in  progress  at 
Annville  and  Ephrata  under  the  direction  of  R.  W. 
Schlosser  and  Nevin  Zuck,  respectively. 

Work  on  the  library  is  progressing  nicely  and  in- 
dications are  that  it  will  be  completed  according  to 
schedule.  Announcement  concerning  dedication  will  be 
made  later. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Bro.   R.   W.   Schlosser  of   Elizabethtown,   Pa.,   in   the    Salunga 
church,  Pa.,  March  12-26. 

Bro.  Dewey  D.  Fleishman  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  in  the  Denton 
church,  Md.,  March  12. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Flint  church,  Mich. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Va. 

Ten  added  to  the  Mountain  Grove  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Kansas  City  church,  Mo. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Dunnings  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Washington  church,  D.  C. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Sugar  Valley  church,  Pa. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Lancaster  church,  Pa. 

Forty-two  baptized  in  the  Martinsburg  church,  Pa. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Eversole  church,  Ohio. 

Seventeen  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa. 

Five  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  SaUsbury 
church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Annville 
church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Brookville 
church,  Ohio. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Goshen 
City  church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Donnels 
Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  26 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Planting  a  Church  in  a  Pagan  City 
(Temperance).— Acts  15:36—18:22;  1  Cor.  5:9—6:20;  2  Cor.  6:11— 
7:1.  Memory  Selection:  You  are  not  your  own;  you  were  bought 
with  a  price.   So  glorify  God  in  your  body.    1  Cor.  6:  19-20  (R.V.S.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  February,  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
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POOR,  NEEDY  EUROPE 


Lawrence  W.  Shultz 

Milford,   Indiana 


THE  members  of  the  party  in 
Brethren  Tour  I — Seeing  Europe 
with  a  Purpose — wish  that  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  America 
could  share  their  impressions  of  Eu- 
rope during  the  tour  Sept.  26 — Nov. 
29,  1949. 

(Please  Note  —  The  members  of 
this  party  bore  the  expenses  of  the 
tour.  The  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion sponsored  the  tour  which  was 
directed  by  the  writer  of  this  ar- 
ticle.) 

October  3-12:  ENGLAND,  WALES. 
SCOTLAND.  Britain  has  been  hard 
hit  since  the  war  by  lack  of  trade 
outlets,  huge  war  debts,  heavy  gov- 
ernment taxes  and  deficits,  overpop- 
ulation (540  to  the  square  mile)  and 
last  September  by  the  lowering  of 
the  value  of  the  pound  sterling.  This 
reduction  to  less  than  two  thirds 
of  its  former  value  has  made  it  very 
difficult  for  the  laborer  to  make  ends 
meet.  Wages  have  not  increased  and 
the  price  of  food  and  clothing  has 
gone  up  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. 
There  is  poverty  in  much  of  Britain. 

October     13-21:     SCANDINAVIA. 

The  countries  of  Norway  and  Den- 
mark suffered  too  from  the  recent 
devaluation  of  much  of  Europe's  cur- 
rency. They  also  suffered  during  the 
war  from  the  occupation  although 
in  Denmark  there  was  no  fighting. 
There  was  in  certain  areas  of  Nor- 
way a  great  amount  of  destruction, 
but  the  Norwegians  say  that  the  Ger- 
mans were  not  able  to  destroy  the 
ocean  and  the  mountains.  Here  is 
their  main  source  of  livelihood — fish, 
timber  and  minerals.  Norway  is 
slowly  recovering.  Denmark's  four 
million  people  have  struggled  for- 
ward to  produce  food  for  themselves 
and  for  thousands  of  refugees  that 
have  come  since  and  during  the  war. 
There  are  still  many  displaced  per- 
sons in  Denmark.    They  have  come 


from  the  East  Baltic  area — Germany 
and  Poland.  This  small  nation  has 
done  more  than  its  share.  Sweden, 
rich  and  proud  and  untouched  by 
the  war,  has  helped  too,  but  she  is 
very  prosperous. 

October  22-27:  POLAND  AND 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA.  Here  are  two 
very  tense  areas  under  the  shadow 
of  the  so-called  Iron  Curtain  with 
thirty-seven  million  people.  Poland 
lost  in  the  city  of  Warsaw  alone 
more  people  by  death  during  the 
war  than  Britain  and  America  to- 
gether did.  More  than  one  third 
of  its  people  were  killed.  Poland 
is  slowly  recovering.  There  is  much 
tuberculosis  and  malnutrition  in  this 
land  of  more  than  a  million  orphans. 
Our  B.S.C.  heifers  are  helping  much 
in  the  areas  where  they  were  dis- 
tributed. Prices  are  very  high;  e.g., 
coffee  in  Czechoslovakia  is  $35  per 
pound.  We  had  only  transit  visas 
so  were  not  able  to  stay  long. 

October  28  —  November  7:  HOL- 
LAND, GERMANY,  SWITZER- 
LAND. The  low  countries  (Holland 
and  Belgium)  are  recovering  rather 


rapidly.  Switzerland  is  doing  well 
now  that  the  tourist  trade  has  begun 
again  since  the  war.  It  is  in  Germany 
that  we  saw  great  need — Germany 
is  smaller  than  it  was  in  1940.  If 
you  subtract  the  area  of  Indiana 
from  that  of  Texas,  you  have  the 
area  now  occupied  by  sixty-seven 
million  German  people,  a  few  more 
than  before  the  war.  Here  are  dis- 
placed people,  escapee  refugees, 
wandering  endangered  youth.  At 
Uelsen  camp  alone  in  the  British 
zone  there  are  still  400  to  700  people 
coming  through  each  night  to  escape 
from  the  Russian  zone.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  there  are  from  eight  to 
ten  million  refugees  now  in  Ger- 
many. It  is  truly  a  wasteland  of 
bombed-out  cities,  currency  twice- 
devalued  in  recent  months,  unem- 
ployment, and  refugees  living  every- 
where in  shacks  and  old  barracks. 

At  Kassel,  Kurtis  Naylor  is  direct- 
ing the  relief  work  of  our  church 
in  Germany.  Edson  Sower  and  his 
volunteer  work  campers  helped  to 
renovate  a  barracks  at  Lichtenau 
for  a  hospital.  Now  they  are  working 
with   youth    groups    of   Kassel   and 
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Pictured  above  are  the  members  of  the  first  Brethren  Tour — Seeing  Europe  with  a  Pur- 
pose. Seated  are  Nettie  Weybright,  Syracuse,  Ind.;  Dr.  M.  M.  Nickel,  Wichita,  Kansas: 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Miami,  Fla.;  Margaret  Clausen,  Toledo,  Ohio;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  W.  Shultz,  Milford,  Ind.  Standing  are  T.  A.  Hopper.  Walton,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Ray  Petersime, 
Gettysburg.    Ohio;    Joe    E.   Wolf,   Franklin    Grove,    111.;    R.   C.   Brumbaugh,   Miami,   Fla. 


lelping  to  repair  their  youth  center. 
Wary  Coppock  is  doing  an  excellent 
ob  of  distributing  material  aid  to 
he  needy  of  Kassel,  said  to  be  the 
yorst  hit  of  all  German  cities  (77% 
)f  its  dwellings  made  uninhabitable). 
Pastor  August  Schwab,  in  whose 
lome  I  stayed  overnight,  lost  2,000 
)f  his  parishioners  in  twenty  minutes 
n  one  air  raid. 

There  are  upwards  of  200,000  en- 
iangered  youth  roaming  over  Ger- 
nany.  Byron  Royer  and  his  family, 
with  some  German  helpers,  are 
working  in  a  youth  village  (Jugend- 
iorf)  at  Kaltenstein  Castle  near 
Stuttgart.  There  are  many  of  these 
tillages  being  started  over  the  nation 
to  help  these  youth.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent work  to  give  these  young 
men  a  new  start  and  motivation  in 
life. 

While  at  Frankfurt  we  listened  to 
Verna  Rapp  and  John  Eberly  tell 
of  the  distribution  of  the  first  three 
shipments  of  heifers  to  Germany. 
Enough  more  are  sought  in  the  fu- 
ture to  reach  the  goal  of  1,200.  Ger- 
many needs  a  healthy  restocking  of 
its  cattle  population. 

I  had  seen  the  destruction  of  War- 
saw and  Danzig,  Poland,  but  I  did 
not  dream  that  Bremen  and  Cologne, 
Stuttgart  and  Frankfurt,  Kassel  and 
Nuernberg  would  look  almost  as 
much  destroyed.  The  sad  thought 
is  that  in  Germany  so  little  has  been 
done  to  repair  the  damage.  In  War- 
saw (except  the  Ghetto)  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  building  going  on 
everywhere. 

November  8-18:  ITALY.  AUS- 
TRIA. GERMANY  AGAIN.  Poor, 
poor  Italy!  The  wars  of  many  cen- 
turies and  the  exactings  of  the  dom- 
inant church,  the  cost  of  the  great 
cathedrals  and  great  religious  pag- 
eantry, the  poor  soil  and  many 
mountains  have  made  Italy  an  im- 
poverished nation.  Most  of  its  forty- 
seven  million  people  are  very  poor. 
It  is  said  in  Italy  that  there  are 
four  very  important  factors  —  the 
Communists,  the  Catholic  Church, 
the  Marshall  Plan  and  the  high  birth 
rate. 

Little  Austria  (about  the  size  of 
Indiana)  possesses  beautiful  moun- 
tains, but  it  has  a  heavy  load  of 
{Volksdeutsch  refugees.  There  are 
thousands  of  these  descendants  of 
German  foreparents  now  forced 
from  the  nations  surrounding  Aus- 
tria to  the  east.  They  are  now  living 
in  Volksdeutsch  barracks  camps,  and 
most  of  them  are  in  the  American 
zone.  The  largest  of  these  camps 
is  the  Haidlager  Camp  near  Linz 
which  is  on  the  Danube  River — the 
boundary  line  between  the  American 


and  Russian-held  Austrian  zones. 
In  this  camp  there  are  5,000  of  these 
Volksdeutsch.  In  all  Austria  there 
are  between  150,000  and  300,000  of 
these  homeless  people.  At  Linz  un- 
der the  direction  of  Russell  Eisenbise 
we  saw  trucks  being  loaded  to  carry 
supplies  of  clothing,  shoes  and  hos- 
pital needs  to  various  centers  in  the 
American  zone.  Rosemary  Block  is 
doing  excellent  work  in  aiding  the 
hospitals  in  this  area.  Ira  Gibbel 
at  Vienna  makes  the  necessary  gov- 
ernmental contacts  to  carry  on  the 
extensive  program  in  Austria.  Joe 
Mow  is  busy  working  on  the  many 
cases  of  displaced  people  who  hope 
to  get  to  America.  The  schools,  hos- 
pitals and  families  of  these  Volks- 
deutsch need  our  prayers  and  our 
help.  They  are  our  relatives.  Sigrid 
Stroetzel's  cry  is:  "Please  help  us 
find  a  place  we  can  call  home." 

In  Geneva,  M.  R.  Zigler  and  his 
helpers,  Dorothy  Jones  and  Alice 
Kachkachian,  are  directing  our  relief 
work  for  the  continent,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  the  high  regard 
with  which  they  are  held  by  all  the 
Protestant  forces  who  have  their 
centers  there.  Our  church  can  well 
be  happy  that  we  are  represented 
there. 

Europe  is  very  needy.  They  need 
us  and  our  support.  The  Marshall 
Plan  is  not  enough.  The  hour  of 
opportunity  for  Protestantism  to 
help  Europe  is  now.  Shall  we  hear 
and  heed  the  call  of  refugees,  wid- 
ows and  orphans,  the  homeless  and 
the  sick?  Let  us  put  our  charity 
not  into  words  but  deeds. 


Notes  .  .  . 

Nappanee  service  center  has  pro- 
duced 604,541  pounds  of  soap  since 
the  beginning  of  operations. 

A  Middle  Indiana  project  contrib- 
uted a  number  of  bicycles  for  the 
use  of  German  and  Austrian  pastors. 

In  the  Feb.  4  Gospel  Messenger  the 

name  of  Stanley  Barkdoll,  Copemish, 
Mich.,  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  list  of  caravaners  who  have 
served  since  September  1948. 

Caroling  on  Christmas  Eve  was  in- 
troduced as  a  means  of  celebrating 
Christmas  in  Kassel,  Germany,  by 
some  of  the  volunteers  and  Brethren 
Service  workers.  An  international 
group  was  formed  as  the  evening 
progressed,  and  carols  were  sung  in 
both  English  and  German,  usually 
ending  with  Silent  Night  in  which- 
ever language  each  person  desired. 

From  Sacramento,  Calif.,  comes  a 
note    of    appreciation    to    Brethren 


MARCH  12, 1950 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SUING 

Now  is  the  hour  of  opportunity 
for  Brethren  to  show  their  love  for 
the  needy  people  of  the  world  by 
giving  more  food,  clothing,  medi- 
cine and  money.  Now  is  not  the 
time  to  say,  "We  have  done 
enough.  Let  somebody  else  take 
over  for  a  change."  Now  is  the 
time  when  our  giving  may  mean 
the  difference  between  peace  and 
war.  If  we  do  not  heed  the  call 
of  the  refugees,  widows,  orphans, 
homeless  and  sick,  communism 
will  have  fertile  soil  in  which  to 
grow. 

Sunday  morning,  March  12, 
1950,  at  11:00  a.m.,  is  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  in  which 
all  Protestantism  will  share  its 
blessings  with  the  needy  people 
of  the  world.  The  gifts  of  Brethren 
people  will  be  used  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  Brethren  Service. 
Brethren  Service  relief  workers  in 
Germany  and  Austria  cany  with 
these  gifts  our  message  of  love 
which  gives  new  faith  and  hope 
to  the  recipients. 

Be  sure  to  attend  and  to  share! 


Service  for  the  quick  and  dependable 
handling  of  a  request  to  deliver  a 
bicycle  to  a  specific  person.  The 
writer  mentions  that  he  was  glad 
to  have  confirmed  from  the  thank- 
you  letter  he  received  his  feeling 
that  the  gifts  of  Brethren  Service 
are   administered  in  Christ's  name. 
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A"  Plan  for 
STRENGTHENING 
LOCAL  LEADERSHIP 


Clement  Bontrager 

Kent,  Washington 


IT  ALL  began  with  a  dream:  a 
dream  of  a  more  Christian  ap- 
proach to  the  problem  of  meeting 
the  medical  needs  of  people.  Often 
the  people  who  need  medical  care 
the  most  cannot  afford  to  pay  for 
it  at  present  hospital  prices  and 
physicians'  fees.  The  dream  had 
validity.  It  contemplated  a  group  of 
Christian  people  in  a  medical  co- 
operative employing  a  competent 
physician  and  nurse  to  look  after 
the  needs  of  the  people.  Preventive 
medicine  was  to  be  a  major  in  the 
plan,  with  health  education  in  the 
homes  and  periodic  examinations  of 
the  group  members.  Incidentally, 
with  the  present  possibility  of  a 
compulsory  health  plan  which  may 
well  become  another  political  prob- 
lem, why  should  not  the  church  pi- 
oneer in  group  medicine? 

The  dream  aside.  It  was  while 
the  writer  was  ministering  as  pastor 
of  a  rural  church  in  the  Okanogan 
Valley  of  northern  Washington  (1938- 
1946)  that  something  did  happen. 
The  church  was  well  located  in  a 
fruitful  valley.  The  members  were 
fruit  growers  and  workers.  About 
1944  a  young  minister-businessman 
moved  into  the  community  and  built 
the  most  modern  apple  packing  plant 
in  the  whole  area.  As  head  of  a 
going  business  he  helped  the  church. 

However,  before  he  came  other 
members  of  the  church  had  already 
done  an  excellent  piece  of  work  put- 
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ting  the  church  in  the  forefront  of 
community  life.  A  member  of  the 
school  board  was  a  member  of  the 
church.  The  same  person  was  also 
the  chairman  of  the  local  co-opera- 
tive's board  of  directors.  A  young 
teacher  moved  in  to  become  athletic 
director  in  the  local  high  school. 
Several  of  the  members  of  the 
church  were  already  occupying  lead- 
ing positions  in  the  community.  A 
young  man  who  had  been  raised  in 
the  community  had  previously  re- 
turned to  become  principal  of  the 
junior  high  school.  The  church  was 
well  established. 

About  1945  there  developed  an  op- 
portunity for  a  good  physician  to 
move  into  the  community.  Already 
our  Catholic  friends  had  been  wiser 
than  we  in  that  they  built  at  Tonas- 
ket,  Wash.,  the  only  hospital  in  the 
whole  area.  The  writer  had  made 
some  efforts,  previously,  to  have  a 
Christian  doctor  move  in,  but  to  no 
avail.  And  then  Dr.  R.  Vernon  Kin- 
zie,  lately  out  of  the  U.S.  Public 
Health  Service  and  stationed  at  Se- 
attle, Wash.,  on  the  staff  of  the  Mar- 
ine hospital,  with  a  wife  who  is  a 
minister,  became  interested  in  mov- 
ing into  a  promising  location.  There 
was  the  usual  work  connected  with 
such  things;  the  writer  made  a  call 
on  the  Kinzies,  and  finally  they  de- 
cided to  look  things  over. 

This  call  by  the  doctor  and  his 
family  to  the  church  and  community 
was  an  interesting  development.  The 
doctor  and  his  family  came  by  train 
to  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  about  117  miles 


to  the  south  of  Tonasket.  They 
looked  things  over.  There  was  a 
conference  with  the  person  in 
charge  at  the  hospital.  There  was 
a  visit  to  a  local  physician.  Mrs. 
Kinzie  preached  in  the  morning  at 
Sunday  church  services  and  the  doc- 
tor gave  a  talk  that  evening.  The 
doctor  and  his  family  took  plenty 
of  time  to  make  up  their  minds 
and  finally  decided  to  move  to 
Tonasket.  The  doctor's  specialty  was 
just  what  was  needed  in  that  com- 
munity. It  turned  out  to  be  a  happy 
arrangement. 

Did  the  church  benefit  from  the 
coming  of  the  doctor  and  his  family? 
It  did.  It  could  not  have  turned 
out  otherwise,  for  back  of  the 
Kinzies  is  a  long  story  of  hard  work, 
devotion,  and  self-sacrifice  for  the 
doctor  to  get  his  training.  Mrs.  Kin- 
zie had  training  for  church  work. 
She  had  pastored  in  both  Methodist 
and  Brethren  churches.  They  had 
considered  going  to  the  mission  field 
as  workers.  As  they  were  deeply 
interested  in  the  work  of  healing  and 
in  the  life  of  the  church,  they  found 
much  to  do.  All  the  training  of 
past  years  was  called  into  play.  The 
family  became  almost  like  another 
pastor's  family.  The  church  leaned 
heavily  on  this  couple.  There  were 
teaching,  supervising,  preaching  and 
serving  on  boards  and  committees. 
On  his  way  to  church  it  was  not 
at  all  unusual  for  the  doctor  to  be 
called  out  to  minister  as  a  healer  to 
those  in  need.  Sometimes  there  was 
surgery   to  be   done   during   church 


services  and  the  doctor  had  to  miss 
church  entirely  that  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Church  work  and  healing  went 
hand  in  hand.  The  doctor  would 
leave  to  look  after  a  serious  case 
and  Mrs.  Kinzie  would  say,  "I'll  be 
praying  for  you."  Success  crowned 
the  work  of  the  doctor,  but  perhaps 
the  greatest  of  all  successes  is  the 
imprint  this  family  has  made  on  the 
life  of  a  community. 

1  his  rural  community  is  not  the 
only  one  where  Christian  profession- 
al people  have  moved  in  to  give 
much  needed  help.  At  Springfield, 
Oregon,  Pastor  Leland  A.  Nelson 
writes  concerning  a  family  that 
moved  into  his  church:  "The  doctor 
is  very  active  in  the  church.  He 
serves  as  a  trustee,  chairman  of  that 
board  and  also  on  the  official  board, 
and  is  willing  to  teach  on  occasion 
as  well  as  to  speak  to  the  entire 
group  as  a  Christian  layman.  His 
wife  also  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
finance  board  and  on  the  board  of 
Christian  education."  The  essentials 
in  this  article  could  be  duplicated 
again  and  again  were  the  faithful 
services  of  some  doctors,  teachers, 
lawyers  and  others  publicized.  Serv- 
ing quietly  in  local  churches,  they 
flavor  the  entire  life  of  church  and 
community. 

What  are  the  benefits  such  persons 
can  give  in  a  local  church  situation? 
For  one  thing,  there  is  often  a  need 
to  be  filled.  To  have  someone  fill 
that  need  in  the  name  of  Christ  lifts 
ordinary  service  until  it  becomes 
holy  service.  For  another  thing,  such 
an  arrangement  cannot  but  "raise 
the  sights"  of  a  church  and  commu- 
nity. There  must  be  a  wider  outlook, 
a  more  comprehensive  program, 
higher  goals  as  a  result  of  the  service 
of  such  persons.  Again,  it  brings 
leadership  of  an  excellent  caliber 
into  the  local  situation.  In  many 
churches  there  are  those  with  willing 
hearts  but  woefully  untrained  hands. 
To  add  to  the  group  already  hard 
at  work  in  church  or  community, 
trained  leadership  is  something 
many  a  pastor  prays  for  but  so  often 
fails  to  realize.  It  brings  to  a  local 
church  the  kind  of  persons  we  usual- 
ly send  abroad  as  missionaries.  Such 
persons  find  their  mission  fields 
nearer  home,  but  the  fields  are  none 
the  less  needy.  Moreover,  such  help 
raises  the  prestige  of  a  church.  And 
while  this  is  not  the  most  important 
goal,  the  effectiveness  of  the  church's 
witness  is  increased  when  it  has  the 
respect  of  the  people  of  a  communi- 
ty. The  early  church  had  "favor 
with  all  the  people."  And  I  have 
an  idea  that  some  professional  help 


LOOKING    AHEAD...  to  March  and  April 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing March  12 

Palm  Sunday April  2 

Good  Friday April  7 

Easter April  9 

National  Christian  College  Day April  23 

Christian  Education,  Colleges,  and  Bethany  Seminary  Emphasis  . .  April  23 

Youth  Program  Topics:  March — "Teach  Us  to  Pray."  See  Feb.  12  Horizons; 
April — New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age.    See  Mar.  12  Horizons 

A  midyear  retreat  for  your  church  school  staff,  several  days  in  length,  could 
be  a  real  source  of  growth. 

Definite  plans  should  be  made  early  for  the  observance  of  Christian  Family 
Week  in  May.  Leaflets  on  the  observance  of  Family  Week  in  homes 
and  in  churches  have  been  mailed  to  pastors  and  superintendents. 

Each  church  is  entitled  to  one  delegate,  for  two  hundred  members  or  less, 
in  the  Annual  Conference  voting  body.  Plan  to  be  fully  represented  by 
thoughtful  people. 


is  needed  in  a  local  church  to  give 
balance  to  the  membership.  St.  Paul 
found  professional  men  of  true  serv- 
ice to  him.  There  was  "Zenas,  the 
lawyer"  and  "Luke,  the  beloved 
physician."  Paul's  work  was  the 
better  for  these  men  in  the  profes- 
sion. 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


WITH  BRETHREN  SERVICE  IN 
AUSTRIA  is  a  new  kodachrome 
2"  x  2"  slide  set  just  released  by  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission. 

The  seventy  well-photographed 
scenes  tell  the  story  of  Brethren 
Service  work  in  kindergartens,  vo- 
cational training  schools,  agriculture, 
public  health  and  material  aid  in 
Austria.  One  of  our  returned  relief 
workers  narrates  these  pictures  on 
two  twelve-inch  records,  which  ac- 
companies the  slides. 

This  set  is  particularly  suitable  for 
showing  in  Sunday-school  classes, 
class  meetings,  youth  meetings  and 
Sunday  evening  services. 

Rental,  $2.00;  showing  time,  15 
minutes;  available  from 

VISUAL  EDUCATION   SERVICE 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD 

BOARD 

22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  IU. 

Suggestion  to  church  workers: 
Clip  this  description  for  future  refer- 
ence. 


A  Note 
Regarding  Mailing   Lists 

An  attempt  is  made  by  the  Breth- 
ren Publishing  House  to  keep  up-to- 
date  mailing  lists  of  local  and  district 
church  officers.  The  task  is  a  very 
complex  one,  and  there  is  a  constant 
effort  to  set  up  better  procedures. 
There  are  a  number  of  ways  in  which 
you  can  help: 

1.  Let  us  know  as  soon  as  a  change 
has  been  made  in  either  district 
board  or  local  church  officers.  When 
writing  concerning  such  change,  in- 
dicate 

(a)  The  name  and  address  of  the 
person  to  be  added  to  the  mailing 
list,  (b)  the  specific  office  or  offices 
which  the  person  holds,  (c)  the  dis- 
trict or  district  and  local  church 
represented,  and  (d)  the  name  of  the 
person  who  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
mailing  list. 

2.  Let  us  know  promptly  of  any 
changes  of  addresses.  When  writing 
concerning  change  of  address  give 
district  or  district  and  local  church, 
and  wherever  possible  the  code  given 
on  the  envelopes  which  the  person 
has  received. 

3.  Write  us  concerning  any  dupli- 
cations in  mailings.  Some  are  an 
oversight;  others  are  sent  because 
names  are  written  in  a  way  that 
duplications  cannot  be  recognized. 

Address  all  communications  re- 
garding mailings  to  the  General  Sec- 
retary's Office,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


TODAY 
BEFORE 
YOUR 
EYES 


Benton  Rhoades 

Quito,  Ecuador 
Photos  by  Martin  A.  Janson 

Left:  Ruins  of  an  apartment  house  in  the 
background;  rude  shelters  in  which  to  live 
have  been  made  with  straw  mats 


THE  shipment  of  relief  goods 
given  by  Brethren  for  aid  of 
earthquake  sufferers  in  Ecuador 
arrived  about  Christmas  time.  The 
shipment,  assembled  and  sent  by 
the  Brethren  Service  center  at  New 
Windsor,  included  approximately  a 
ton  of  uncooked  cereal  foods,  a  ton 
of  dried  milk,  800  pounds  of  chil- 
dren's clothing  and  blankets,  and 
around  200  pounds  of  soap.  The 
goods  was  of  excellent  quality  and 
arrived  in  fine  condition. 

The  distribution  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  joint  Protestant  relief 
committee,  organized  soon  after  the 
quake  and  active  since  that  time. 
This  committee  is  composed  of  na- 
tional Ecuadorian  Protestants  as  well 
as  members  of  the  various  missions 
working  in  this  country. 

The  first  week  of  January  was  set 
for  the  work  of  distribution  of  the 
Brethren  shipment.  The  work  was 
assigned  to  four  of  us  representing 
four  of  the  evangelical  missions  in 
Ecuador.  One  of  our  group  was  a 
young  missionary,  Leslie  Cole,  who 
has  spent  most  of  the  time  since 
the  earthquake  traveling  in  jeep  and 
on  foot  through  the  most  affected 
areas,  aiding  people  in  the  recon- 
struction of  their  houses  and  dis- 
tributing the  Scriptures  among  those 
whose  spiritual  hunger  has  increased 
with  this  crisis.  Through  him  we 
were  made  aware  of  two  pertinent 
facts  facing  us  as  we  were  to  begin 


distribution.  One,  though  there  is 
an  awakening  of  interest  in  a  more 
vital  religion,  there  is  also  in  process 
a  revival  of  Catholic  fanaticism  led 
by  the  political  conservatives  and 
by  certain  rural  priests  who  have 
felt  the  influence  of  a  dead  religion 
slipping  away.  Two,  there  are  still 
remote  rural  villages  where  the  loss 
of  homes  and  property  was  almost 
100%  which  have  not  as  yet  been 
reached  by  any  relief  or  expression 
of  concern  from  the  outside  world. 
Our  decision  was  to  go  to  these  vil- 
lages. 


Monday,  Jan.  2,  we  spent  in  the 
city  of  Ambato,  sorting  and  packag- 
ing goods  for  distribution.  On  Tues- 
day we  started  out  on  country  roads 
with  two  loaded  vehicles,  one  the 
property  of  the  Andean  Indian  mis- 
sion, and  the  other  a  surplus  army 
communications  car  of  the  radio  sta- 
tion HCJB.  Our  plan  was  to  stop 
in  a  rural  village  and  begin  to  play 
recorded  national  music  from  loud- 
speakers, thus  calling  together  the 
people.  Then  we  would  attempt  an 
orderly  distribution  of  goods.  The 
gift,  we  knew,  would  be  only  a  token 
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With  the  destruction  of  the  modern  market  in  Ambata  there  was  no 

food  available.    Food  as  well  as  drinking  water  was  supplied  by 

means  of  trucks  like  the  one  shown  above 


compared  to  the  need.  For  many  of 
the  people  do  not  yet  have  more 
than  a  small  shelter  of  leaves  over 
the  ruins  of  what  was  once  their 
homes.  Once  the  goods  was  distrib- 
uted to  all  present,  we  would  state 
that  the  gift  was  from  our  Christian 
brothers  in  North  America,  that  our 
instructions  were  to  give  it  freely 
in  the  name  of  Christ  and  that  any 


thanks  they  wished  to  render  should 
be  rendered  not  to  us  or  to  those 
who  sent  the  goods  but  to  God  who 
puts  it  in  the  hearts  of  Christians 
to  share  when  there  are  those  in 
need.  During  this  time  some  of  us 
would  be  circulating  among  the  vil- 
lagers visiting,  answering  inquiries 
and  finally  leaving  with  them  for 
future   reading   a  simple   statement 


of  the  spiritual  and  Scriptural  basis 
of  Christian  relief  work.  Then  we 
would  pass  to  another  village. 

Early  Tuesday  morning  we  visited 
and  distributed  goods  in  the  village 
of  Quinchibana.  Before  leaving,  we 
asked  the  people  assembled  if  they 
would  appreciate  our  stopping  on 
our  return  to  Ambato,  which  would 
be  about  nightfall,  to  show  an  edu- 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yodet 


F.  C.  Rohrer  brings  home  the  truck  given  the  Flat 
Creek  congregation  by  Northern  Indiana 


ELECTRICITY  COMES 


TO  CLAY  COUNTY 
KENTUCKY 


The  truck  has  helped  greatly  in  getting  supplies  for 
building  the  Mud  Lick  church 


THOSE  were  big  headlines  in  the 
life  of  the  people  of  the  Flat 
Creek  congregation  in  Clay 
County,  Kentucky,  when  electric 
lines  were  finally  carried  in  August 
across  the  mountains  and  creeks  into 
the  homes  of  these  good  people.  Not 
only  did  it  mean  good  lights  to  read 
by  but  it  made  available  the  use  of  a 
few  electrical  appliances  to  facilitate 
the  basic  work  of  daily  tasks. 

On  Aug.  24  Bro.  Ferdie  Rohrer 
returned  from  the  district  meeting 
of  Northern  Indiana,  to  Flat  Creek 
with  the  new  three-fourth  ton  Chev- 
rolet truck,  a  new  Kelvinator,  a 
used  electrical  sweeper,  Maytag 
washer,  two  electrical  lamps,  canned 
food  and  used  clothing.  Surely  that 
was  "Christmas"  in  August  for  the 
people  of  Flat  Creek!  In  gratitude 
for  these  gifts  Sister  Rohrer  says, 
"How  eager  we  are  to  be  more  faith- 
ful to  the  Master  who  through  those 


loving  hearts  in  Northern  Indiana 
sent  so  many  blessings  to  us." 

The  work  at  Flat  Creek  continues 
to  expand  with  the  opening  of  a 
new  outpost  at  Mud  Lick.  In  the 
Mud  Lick  community  lived  people 
without  religious  services  and  in- 
fluence. So  the  missionary  zeal  of 
the  leaders  at  Flat  Creek  spread  to 
Mud  Lick,  where  services  were  pro- 
vided once  a  month.  Undaunted  by 
the  lack  of  a  place  to  meet,  they 
prayed  about  it  and  found  a  solution. 
Resources  were  provided  for  the 
building  of  a  church  at  Mud  Lick. 

Bro.  Ferdie  Rohrer  and  others  of 
the  Flat  Creek  group  worked  steadi- 
ly on  the  construction  of  the  Mud 
Lick  house  from  Aug.  8  to  its  com- 
pletion. One  day  late  in  August  be- 
fore school  started  the  young  people 
joined  the  carpentering  from  5:00 
a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

The  people  at  Mud  Lick  were  in- 


terested in  the  building  of  a  church 
and  in  having  someone  live  there 
to  hold  a  Sunday  school  regularly 
for  them.  Many  children  and  older 
ones  stopped  in  to  talk  with  the 
workers  while  construction  went  for- 
ward on  the  church.  Mrs.  Rohrer 
says,  "We  want  to  live  with  them 
and  we  pray  that  our  lives  will 
show  that  the  Christian  life  is  best. 
The  hope  is  to  provide  a  greater 
program  than  preaching  only  once 
a  month  and  to  show  them  what 
our  Savior  is  like.  .  .  .  Sometimes 
learning  to  pound  nails  and  saw 
lumber  has  tired  us  but  it  is  a  good 
feeling,  knowing  that  we  have 
helped  in  the  Lord's  work.  We  have 
had  good  times,  too,  as  we  worked." 
The  field  at  Mud  Lick  is  open  for 
Christian  leadership  from  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren!    Dare  we  fail  now! 
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cational  film.  The  idea  was  well 
received  and,  after  a  full  day  of 
distribution  in  four  other  more  re- 
mote communities,  we  returned  to 
Quinchibana  to  fulfill  our  promise. 
A  crowd  of  rural  people  had  gath- 
ered and  the  film-showing  had  be- 
gun, when  we  heard  gunfire  from 
a  hillside  field  overlooking  the  group. 
It  was  the  beginning  of  a  premedi- 
tated attack  upon  ourselves  and  the 
others  present,  doubtless  incited  dur- 
ing the  day  by  local  religious 
leaders.  There  followed  some  twen- 
ty shots  and  throwing  of  stones  by 
the  attackers,  people  of  the  same 
village  and  among  them  those  who 
had  received  aid  for  their  families 
in  the  morning.  The  most  serious 
result  was  the  wounding,  resulting 
later  in  the  death,  of  one  farmer, 
Salamon  Ramos,  who  was  shot  with 
a  rifle  bullet. 

Our  work  was  suspended  for  one 
day  following  the  above  incident, 
upon  insistence  of  police  authorities. 
After  that  day  we  requested  per- 
mission to  continue  distribution  and 
without  the  protection  of  armed 
guards  which  had  been  offered.  This 
request  was  granted  and  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  area.  The 
public  opinion  which  followed 
seemed  quite  favorable  to  evangeli- 
cal work  as  was  the  newspaper  cov- 
erage which  brought  to  light  the  aid 
we  had  given  voluntarily  to  the 
family  of  the  victim  during  the  night 
and  day  following  the  attack  and 
our  eagerness  now  to  continue,  with- 


out offense,  our  work  of  doing  good 
for  the  people  of  the  province.  The 
attackers  are  being  held  for  trial 
and  there  is  considerable  censure 
of  the  fanatical  forces  back  of  the 
uprising.  The  crisis  has  served  to 
clear  the  air  of  indifference  and  it 
seems  that  God  will  find  use  for 
even  this  shameful  incident  to  ac- 
complish ends  of  his  own  beyond  our 
thinking  or  planning. 

The  following  days  of  distribution 
were  without  major  difficulties.  The 
village  of  Cotalo,  buried  away  in 
a  tiny  valley  an  hour's  treacherous 
drive  from  any  other  populated  cen- 
ter turned  out  in  mass  and  the  dis- 
tribution was  organized  personally 
by  a  chosen  village  leader  barefooted 
and  in  his  poncho  like  the  rest  of 
his  fellows.  In  other  villages  we 
were  invited  into  some  shelter  and 
served  coffee,  eggs  or  fruit.  In  some, 
the  church  bells  (invariably  sup- 
ported now  by  poles  in  the  village 
square  since  the  churches  have  fal- 
len) were  rung  by  some  villager 
calling  the  people  together  from 
where  they  were  working  in  their 
fields  or  on  their  houses.  Then  fol- 
lowed always  the  distribution,  the 
explanation,  and  the  expressions  of 
appreciation  (with  much  handshak- 
ing) from  people  who  have  lost  all 
and  were  now  receiving  their  first 
outside  help.  The  emotion  most 
common  among  the  country  people 
was  amazement:  amazement  that 
the  gift  was  given  without  any  ob- 
ligation or  requirements   upon  the 


receiver,  that  its  motivation  was 
deeply  religious  and  that  it  had  ac- 
tually reached  them  in  the  remotest 
areas  when  so  many  other  affected 
towns  are  more  accessible  and  more 
politically  important. 

In  the  little  town  of  Unamuncho, 
a  farmer,  Solis,  who  was  touched 
years  ago  by  Protestant  missionaries 
and  who  has  been  a  sincere  believer 
and  a  follower  of  Christ  since  that 
time,  stood  before  his  people  as  we 
were  boarding  our  cars  to  drive 
away  from  their  village.  We  heard 
him  saying,  "Neighbors,  this  is  what 
I  have  been  reading  to  you  from  the 
Bible  and  seeking  to  teach  to  you 
these  many  years.  Today  you  have 
seen  before  your  eyes  a  true  expres- 
sion of  the  religion  of  Christ." 

Teaching  Evangelism 

Continued  from  page  15 

work  with  community  boys  and 
girls  in  both  Settlement  House 
programs  and  in  our  local  church 
recreational  program  —  all  of 
these  opportunities  to  do  evan- 
gelistic work  while  in  school. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  is 
dedicated  to  a  revival  of  New 
Testament  evangelism  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  is 
doing  all  that  she  can  through 
teaching  and  clinical  training  to 
bring  that  revival  about  in  the 
next  few  years. 


A  Lenten   Devotion 

Martha  N.  Parker 

Shanghai,    China 

Christ  taught  them  daily,  those  he  had  chosen. 
By  each  word,  by  each  deed,  by  his  everyday  life. 
But  would  they  endure,  these  twelve,  his  appointed. 
Or  falter  and  fail,  midst  hatred  and  strife? 
He  knows  that  they  see  it,  the  storm  that  is  gathering. 
He  knows  that  they  sense  desperate  issues  at  hand. 
One  more  supreme  effort  to  gird  them  with  courage. 
To  bind  them  together  with  love  as  the  band. 

So  that  memorable  night  in  a  small  upper  chamber. 

In  fellowship  deeper  than  ever  before. 

He  shared  to  the  utmost  his  hopes  and  his  visions. 

Though  the  failure  of  Judas  was  troubling  him  sore. 

So  taking  a  towel  he  knelt  down  to  give  them 

A  vision  of  service  they  ne'er  would  forget. 

And  then  he  admonished  them,  "Love  one  another. 

Through  thus  humbly  serving,  you  love  will  beget." 

When  Judas  had   left  them,   Christ   continued  his 

teaching. 
Challenging,  promising,  telling  them  more. 
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Giving  them  glimpses  of  trials  before  them. 
Showing  them  visions  of  victories  in  store: 
The  grain  of  wheat  that  must  die  to  bring  fruitage; 
His  own  life  be  given  that  others  might  live; 
Greater  works  they  would  do,  he  promised,  by  fol- 
lowing 
The  Counselor  and  Guide  which  the  Father  would 
give. 

Thus  did  he  seek  to  fill  them  with  courage. 

To  prepare  them  for  trials  he  knew  were  ahead. 

Yet  one  thing  more  he  felt  that  they  needed; 

This  he  would  give  through  the  breaking  of  bread. 

"This  do  and  remember!   Remember  I  love  you!" 

The  cup,  too,  he  gave  as  his  life  blood  poured  forth. 

And  then,  "Let's  be  going!    Let's  face  what's  before 

us! 
And,  lo,  I  am  with  you  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Now  today  as  we  gather  for  Lenten  devotions. 
When  all  of  us  feel  desperate  issues  at  hand. 
While  storm  clouds  are  heavy,  and  things  look  the 

darkest. 
Compelling  and  challenging,  still  comes  his  com- 
mand: 
"This  do  and  remember!  Remember  I  love  you! 
Arise!    Let's  go  hence,  and  meet  what's  in  store. 
In  me  there  is  peace  midst  the  world's  tribulation." 
So  arise,  and  go  forward.  He  goeth  before! 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

A  DP  Family  Comes  to  Milford 

Soon  after  we  had  made  applica- 
tion for  a  family,  we  received  word 
that  one  was  ready  for  us.  So  we 
provided  living  quarters  for  the 
family  in  the  basement  of  our 
church  until  their  house  is  ready. 

Before  their  arrival  the  ladies' 
aid  canned  tomatoes,  beans,  corn 
and  peaches  for  them.  We  furnished 
their  living  quarters  with  second- 
hand furniture  in  good  usable  con- 
dition. By  quick  work  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  and  others,  this 
home  was  nearly  ready  for  them 
when  they  arrived  on  Aug.  31.  The 
second  evening  after  their  arrival 
we  held  a  shower  for  them.  Many 
good  gifts  of  food,  dishes,  kitchen 
equipment,  soap,  towels,  etc.,  were 
brought  in.  Since  then  the  family 
has  been  provided  with  clothing. 

Our  family  is  from  Ukraine.  They 
were  taken  from  there  for  slave 
labor  in  Germany.  The  family  con- 
sists of  Michael  Skrumelak,  fifty, 
and  his  wife,  Yadaukia,  thirty-seven, 
and  three  children,  Michael,  five, 
Nicolas,  three,  and  Maria,  nineteen 
months.  They  could  speak  no  Eng- 
lish. Michael  was  a  farmer  in  his 
native  land. 

With  them  came  Veljko  Zivkovic, 
thirty-eight,  as  interpreter,  who  will 
remain  here  for  some  time.  With 
such  a  name,  we  just  call  him  Will. 
He  intends  to  change  his  name,  says 
it  is  too  difficult  for  the  English 
language.  Will  is  from  Yugoslavia. 
He  was  a  lawyer,  a  university  grad- 
uate, who  speaks  seven  languages, 
although  English  is  his  poorest.  He 
admits,  "I  cannot  good  speak  Eng- 
lish." He  studied  English  for  him- 
self from  books.  By  listening  closely 
it  is  possible  to  understand  most  of 
what  he  says,  but  he  has  difficulty 
understanding  us. 

These  people  cannot  say  and  do 
enough  to  express  their  gratitude 
to  the  church  for  bringing  them 
here.  The  Skrumelaks  use  their  na- 
tive greeting,  a  kiss  on  the  hand, 
upon  greeting  you  and  again  at  your 
departure  and  to  express  thanks.  A 
few  evenings  after  their  arrival,  our 
pastor  entered  our  church  and  found 
Michael  on  his  knees  before  the 
altar  in  prayer. 

Will  says  that  although  he  fought 
the  Germans  in  the  war,  they  are 
nice  people  and  he  likes  them.  He 
has  been  among  the  Russians  and 
says  they  are  nice  people,  too.  He 
says  it  is  only  their  politics  that 
are  wrong.  He  seems  to  have  a 
very  high  regard  for  all  Americans. 


The  children  are  very  lovable  and 
cunning.  Little  Michael  and  Nicolas 
kiss  my  hand  with  grave,  quaint, 
grown-up  courtesy  whenever  I  enter 
their   home. 

We  have  all  gained  as  much  bene- 
fit from  the  contact  with  our  foreign 
friends  as  have  they.  One  person, 
on  this  point,  says,  "I  wish  all 
of  you  could  have  the  experience 
of  associating  with  one  of  these  dis- 
placed pilgrim  families.  They  are 
in  much  the  same  position  as  were 
many  of  our  foreparents  several 
centuries  ago  when  they  came  to 
our  shores  seeking  a  place  of  refuge 
and  religious  freedom.  They  appre- 
ciate more  than  you  can  know  your 
deeds  of  kindness.  The  Lord  will  cer- 
tainly bless  you  abundantly." 

Their  deep  appreciation  of  their 
humble  possessions  has  made  us 
more  appreciative  of  our  own  great 
blessings.  Best  of  all  we  are  learning 
to  know  a  few  foreign  people  first- 
hand, and  find  it  a  rich  experience. 
I  know  when  I  now  read  about 
Yugoslavia  in  the  news,  it  has  ceased 
to  be  just  one  of  those  countries  in 
Europe,  but  is  the  "country  Will 
came  from."  And  never  again  will 
I  hear  or  see  anything  about  the 
Ukraine  without  seeing  it  as  a  back- 
ground for  our  interesting  Ukrainian 
family. — Cecil  Flook,  Milford,  Ind. 


About  Books 


In    Simple    Faith   Abiding 

Perhaps  I  am  very  simple  in  my 
thinking,  but  it  rather  irks  me  to 
have  the  gospel  of  Jesus  made  out  to 
be  such  a  complicated  affair. 

To  me,  the  gospel  is  the  essence 
of  Christianity.  Christianity  is  a 
way  of  living,  living  by  the  pattern 
cut  out  by  Jesus.  It  is  a  simple  pat- 
tern, easy  to  read.  Jesus  said,  "I 
am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life. 
No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but 
by  me." 

We  are  told  in  the  Bible  to  "be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved."  If  we  believe 
on  the  Lord,  we  will  love  him;  lov- 
ing him,  we  will  do  his  command- 
ments. What  are  his  command- 
ments? Jesus  said  the  first  and 
greatest  commandment  is:  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with 
all  thy  heart,  soul,  mind  and 
strength.  And  the  second  is  like 
unto  it,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself." 

And  who  is  my  neighbor?  Even 
he   to   whom   I   may   be   of  service. 

Simple?  Yes.  Easy?  No,  for 
many  are  the  snares  and  pitfalls 
put  in  the  path  by  the  evil  one, 
Satan,  but  we  have  the  assurance 
from  God  that  we  will  not  be  tried 
beyond  that  we  are  able  to  bear. — 
Mrs.  Pearl  Metzger,  Meridian,  Idaho. 


Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


The  Children's  Party  Book.  Mary 
Breen.  Grosset  and  Dunlap,  1941. 
239  pages.    $1.49. 

The  parties  for  very  young  chil- 
dren in  this  book  suggest  menus 
which  provide  a  balanced  festive 
meal — no  rich  refreshments  at  odd 
hours  to  spoil  a  child's  supper.  The 
invitations,  games,  favors,  decora- 
tions, menus  are  all  interesting  and 
well  suited  to  the  age  for  which 
planned.  Get  the  book  and  give  a 
party;  you'll  have  fun,  whether  the 
guests  are  three  or  fourteen  years 
old. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Pandita  Ramabai  —  India's  Chris- 
tian Pilgrim.  Basil  Miller.  Zonder- 
van,  1949.   121  pages.  $1.50. 

Basil  Miller  has  written  a  thrilling 
and  challenging  account  of  Pandita 
Ramabai,  filling  this  short  story  of 
her  life  with  amazing  facts.  Her  life 
has  inspired  a  great  host  of  people 
to  live  a  more  faithful,  courageous 
and  devoted  life  for  Christ.  She  was 
born  a  Hindu.  In  utter  devotion  to 
the  Hindu  gods,  the  family  made 
pilgrimages  over  India  from  one  end 
to  the  other.   They  gave  up  all  they 


possessed  in  the  search  to  find  God. 
Finally  their  health  was  broken  and 
one  by  one  they  died  until  only 
Ramabai  and  her  brother  remained. 
The  brother  and  sister  experienced 
shocking  revelations  when  they  be- 
gan to  see  and  understand  the  decep- 
tions of  some  of  the  Hindu  priests. 
Then  her  brother  died  and  Ramabai 
was  overwhelmed  with  grief.  Her 
heart  was  hungry.  Shortly  after  this 
she  discovered  a  little  pamphlet — it 
was  the  gospel  of  St.  Luke.  Then 
she  learned  to  know  a  Christian  mis- 
sionary and  soon  realized  a  comfort 
and  satisfaction  she  had  never 
known  before.  She  became  a  Chris- 
tian and  her  life  and  experiences 
grew  from  that  time  forward.  It 
is  nothing  less  than  a  miracle  that 
she  should  establish  the  great  Chris- 
tian school,  known  around  the  world 
as  the  Ramabai  Mukti  (Salvation) 
Mission.  Hundreds  of  girls  have  en- 
tered its  doors  to  change  from  hope- 
less widows  and  outcastes  into  love- 
ly Christian  women. — Anetta  C. 
Mow. 
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Be  Not  Weary 

One  year  in  the  Northwest  there 
was  the  promise  of  a  big  barley  crop. 
As  harvesttime  drew  near,  rust 
struck  the  crop  and  in  a  few  days 
the  entire  crop  was  ruined.  The 
heads  did  not  fill.  It  was  not  worth 
harvesting.  All  of  the  farmers  were 
discouraged.  One  farmer,  walking 
through  his  field  one  day,  noticed 
one  stalk  of  clean  ripe  barley,  its 
head  uplifted  and  full  of  mature 
grains. 

He  saved  this  head  and  carefully 
planted  the  grains  in  his  garden  the 
next  year.  When  the  barley  was 
ripe,  but  not  yet  harvested,  the  farm- 
er went  away  from  home  for  a  few 
hours.  The  horses  broke  out,  found 
their  way  into  the  garden  and  ate 
the  heads  of  barley.  When  the 
farmer  arrived  home,  he  was  heart- 
sick. Looking  carefully  he  found 
a  few  grains  the  horses  left  on  the 
ground.  These  he  saved  and  planted 
the  next  year.  Today  he  is  known 
throughout  the  Great  Northwest  as 
the  man  who  produced  a  rustproof 
barley,  which  has  become  a  great 
boon  to  barley  raisers. 

Many  years  ago  in  a  little  country 
parish  a  faithful  pastor  labored  to 
win  souls  for  Christ.  Several  years 
went  by;  only  one  name  had  been 
added  to  the  church  membership 
record.  He  was  only  a  boy,  aged 
eleven. 

The  official  board  called  on  the 
pastor  and  told  him  they  thought 
he  ought  to  resign,  as  for  several 
years  no  one  had  been  "added  to  the 
church."  The  pastor  replied,  "Yes, 
there  was  one,  wee  Bobby  Moffat. 
Of  course,  he  is  so  small  that  maybe 
he  doesn't  count."  Not  many  years 
afterward  the  great  Robert  Moffat 
became  the  famous  pioneer  mis- 
sionary. 

Pastors  and  ministerial  boards 
should  not  be  weary  in  well-doing. 
In  due  season  a  crop  of  rustproof 
saints  may  be  grown  in  your  local 
parishes,  who  may  become  a  great 
blessing,  not  only  to  the  Great 
Northwest  or  one  continent,  but  to 
the  whole  world. — Mrs.  Clarence  R. 
Cripe,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Weddings  .  .  . 

Benander-Myers. — Elbert  Lee  Benander 
of  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  Doris  Jean  Myers 
of  Ottawa,  Kansas,  Dec.  18,  1949,  in  the 
Centropolis  Christian  church,  Kansas,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa, 
Kansas. 

Berzens-Muravski. — Laimons  Berzens  and 
Vilma  Muravski,  both  of  Bradford,  Ohio, 
Jan.  21,  1950,  in  the  Oakland  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Moyne  Landis,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio. 


Readers  Write 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


We  do  not  want  to  miss  one  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  if  we  can  avoid  it.  When 
my  husband  comes  in  at  night,  he  asks, 
"Did  the  Messenger  come  today?"  There 
are  so  many  good  things  in  the  Messenger. 
We  want  it  in  our  home  always. — Mrs.  Her- 
man Cline,  Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 
*     »     •    • 

How  many  of  our  Christian  people  rea- 
lize the  danger  facing  our  religious  free- 
dom as  well  as  other  freedoms  by  commu- 
nism? I  have  just  finished  reading  a  series 
on  communism  prepared  and  released  by 
the  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities, 
U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  consisting 
of  100  things  you  should  know  about  com- 
munism in  the  U.S.A. 

For  example,  the  head  of  the  Communist 
party,  on  one  occasion  at  least,  spoke  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City.  Only  a  few  months  ago  the  legislative 
secretary  of  the  Communist  party  ad- 
dressed a  conference  of  100  ministers  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  I  think  it  most  impor- 
tant that  ministers  and  other  church  lead- 
ers who  are  not  well  informed  on  commu- 
nism read  the  booklet. — Eva  Kackley, 
Keezletown,  Va. 

*        *        *        * 

Not  long  ago  I  read  the  Revelation  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life.  Believe  me,  I 
didn't  know  that  there  were  such  things 
in  the  Bible  and  I  know  that  there  are 
more  young  people  just  like  me  who  do 
not  know  what  is  written  in  the  Revela- 
tion. I  wonder  how  many  older  people 
know  about  them.  My  advice  to  young  and 
old  alike  is  to  read  and  study  them  be- 
cause the  things  which  are  written  there 
are  already  coming  to  pass. 

Today  when  we  go  to  church  the  preach- 
er never  tells  us  about  the  ending  of  time 
and  Christ's  coming.  They  either  tell  us 
about  worldly  things  or  they  take  their 
text  from  another  part  of  the  Bible.  Is  it 
because  the  preachers  are  afraid  that  it 
won't  suit  the  congregation  or  is  it  be- 
cause they  themselves  don't  want  to  hear 
or  tell  of  the  ending  of  time  and  what  is 
written   in   the   Revelation? 

I  would  like  for  all  preachers  and  minis- 
ters to  send  me  their  answers  to  my  ques- 
tion, "Why  do  preachers  neglect  to  preach 
about  the  prophecy  and  the  Book  of  Reve- 
lation?"— Janet  L.  Abshire,   Luray,  Va. 


We  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger  every 
week  and  don't  know  how  we'd  get  along 
without  it.  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
Annual  Conference  for  several  years,  but 
I  got  much  good  from  it  anyway  through 
the  Messenger.  That  picture  of  the  dele- 
gate body  in  this  week's  paper  was  very 
good,  and  we  are  thankful  for  those  who 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  enjoy  it.  We 
wish  you  success  and  hope  you  can  be 
editor  for  a  long  time  to  come. — Mrs.  O.  V. 
Dilling,  Decatur,  Ind. 

•    *     *     • 

From  the  Russian  standpoint,  all  the 
friendship  pacts  with  border  countries 
are  defense  measures.  We  know  that 
we  ourselves  want  friendly  countries 
along  our  borders.  In  spite  of  its  size, 
the  USSR  knows  it  is  not  as  strong  as 
the  U.S.A.,  and  consequently  fears  us  in 
our  possession  of  the  atom  bomb  and 
our  warlike  military  alliances.  As  a  his- 
toric peace  church  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  cannot  support  a  national  com- 
mitment to  go  to  war  automatically  and 
entangle  ourselves  in  Europe's  quarrels 
and  dissensions. 

We  should  rather  urge  our  country  to 
set  such  an  example  of  fairness  to  all 
citizens  economically  as  well  as  politically, 
and  also  by  the  upholding  and  enforcing 
of  our  constitutional  guarantees  of  equal 
civil  rights  to  all  races,  that  the  world 
will  again  look  on  us  as  a  model  to 
be  copied.  Unpleasant  as  it  is  to  con- 
template, other  countries  have  left  us 
far  behind  in  economic  democracy  and 
in  equality  of  civil  rights  for  minority 
races.  Until  we  remedy  these  things,  the 
world  will  not  again  look  to  us  for  lead- 
ership.— Mrs.  Edna  B.  Finley,  Baldwin 
Park,  Calif. 

*     *     *     * 

No  other  nation  around  the  world  can 
cope  with  the  people  of  the  States  in  re- 
spect to  helpfulness  and  charity.  I  hope 
you  will  not  comprehend  that  like  a  flat- 
tery but  like  the  sober  statement  of  a  fact 
that  is  acknowledged  with  deep  thankful- 
ness here  though  we  didn't  send  a  Merci 
train  till  now.  In  fact,  your  people  have 
realized  our  Lord's  commandment,  "Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  and 
thereby  brought  much  light  into  the  dark- 
ness and  preserved  thousands  of  us  from 
despair. — Hans  Purschwitz,  Germany. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Bowser-Klein.  —  Kenneth  Bowser  and 
Eldora  Klein,  both  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  June 
11,  1949,  in  the  First  Methodist  church, 
Fresno,  by  the  undersigned.— Vernon  F. 
Miller,  Fresno,   Calif. 

Buchanan-Harris. — Stanley  L.  Buchanan 
of  Luray,  Va.,  and  Janet  E.  Harris  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  the  Bridgewater  par- 
sonage, Dec.  31,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Dias-Uncapher. — James  Dias  and  Lois 
Uncapher,  in  the  Morrellville  church,  Pa., 
Dec.  3,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Roy  S. 
Forney,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Faw-Hudson. — Ralph  Faw  and  Bertha 
Hudson,  both  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  Dec. 
22,  1949,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.— S.  H.  Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Gates-Voile. — William  Gates  of  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  and  Kathryn  Joyce  Voile  of  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas,  at  the  Richland  Center 
church,  Dec.  18,  1949,  by  Bro.  S.  A.  Garber 
of  Virginia,  Nebr. — Mrs.  Evan  Fralin,  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas. 

Graves-Leslie — James  Graves  and  Wilma 
Jo  Ann  Leslie,  Jan.  27,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville, 
Ind. 

Haas-Decorse. — Harry  H.  Haas,  Jr.,  and 
Erma  Decorse  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  the 
Wilmington  church,  Sept.  17,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — Norman  F.  Ford,  Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

Halsey-Neugebaur — William  E.  Halsey 
and  Beulah  J.  Neugebaur  of  Waterford, 
Calif.,    Nov.    26,    1949,    in    the    Waterford 


church,  by  the  undersigned. — Leo  H.  Miller, 
Waterford,  Calif. 

Johnson-Jones. — Harold  Johnson  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Esther  Jones  of  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  Dec.  17,  1949,  in  the  Ever- 
sole  church,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Oliver 
Dearing,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Klair-Hass. — Samuel  J.  Klair  and  Mrs. 
Jennie  Haas,  both  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  in 
the  Wilmington  church,  Nov.  12,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned. — Norman  F.  Ford,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

Knieriem-Pearson. — Homer  Knieriem  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  Inez  Pearson  of 
Boothwyn,  Pa.,  in  the  Wilmington  church, 
Del.,  May  29,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Norman  F.   Ford,   Wilmington,   Del. 

Luper-Darland. — Paul  Luper  and  Leona 
Darland,  Dec.  2,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home.— G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Mellen-Pearson. — Daniel  Mellen  of  Lima, 
Pa.,  and  May  Pearson  of  Boothwyn,  Pa., 
in  the  Wilmington  church,  Del.,  Oct.  15, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Norman  F. 
Ford,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Oshel-Smith.— Clifford  Oshel  and  Phyllis 
Smith,  in  the  Topeka  church,  Kansas,  Dec. 
4,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Charles 
Dumond,   Sr.,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Spiiler-Hughes.— Vernon  L.  Spitler  and 
Effie  Hughes,  both  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  Oct.  27, 
1949,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Fresno  church,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Vernon  F.  Miller, 
Fresno,  Calif. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Gertrude  Flora  Bowman 

Gertrude  Flora  Bowman,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Flora,  was  born 
July  22,  1899,  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  and 
passed  away  Aug.  28,  1949,  at  her  home 
near  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

In  1925  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elder  Berkley  O.  Bowman. 

She  had  resided  in  the  Union  Bridge 
community  for  the  past  twenty-four  years, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  church 
until  she  became  ill.  She  will  always  be 
remembered   for   her   cheerful   disposition. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  four 
children,  Fred,  pastor  of  the  churches  at 
Grottoes  and  Pleasant  Hill,  Va.,  Freda, 
James  and  Lois  at  home;  six  brothers,  J. 
C.  Flora  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  H.  B.  Flora  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  J.  Alfred  Flora  of  Trot- 
wood,  Ohio,  G.  C.  Flora,  C.  A.  Flora  and 
W.  E.  Flora,  all  of  Franklin  County,  Va.; 
and  one  sister,  Mrs.  William  Garst  of  Ro- 
anoke, Va. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Union 
Bridge  church  by  Bro.  Samuel  A.  Harley, 
assisted  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Bixler.  Burial  was 
in  the  Pipe  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Russell 
V.  Quesenberry,  Linwood,  Md. 

Myrta  V.  Leavell 

Myrta  V.  Leavell,  daughter  of  W.  H.  and 
Ruth  Stanley,  was  born  at  Unionville, 
Iowa,  Sept.  24,  1872,  and  died  Nov.  16, 
1949,  at  her  home  in  Berkeley,  Calif. 

In  1892  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Oliver  W.  Leavell.  To  this  union  seven 
children  were  born. 

In  1892  she  joined  the  fellowship  of  the 
Fairview  church.  Soon  after  joining  the 
church,  she  and  her  husband  consecrated 
their  lives  to  the  Christian  ministry. 

In  1911  the  family  moved  to  California. 
In  1931  they  moved  to  Oakland. 

She  is  survived  by  seven  children,  six 
grandchildren,  seven  great-grandchildren 
and  two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned  at  the  East  Lawn  chapel,  Oak- 
land, Calif.— Grant  T.  McGuire,  Oakland, 
Calif. 

Frederick  D.  Anthony 

Frederick  D.,  son  of  David  and  Nancy 
Anthony,  was  born  March  27,  1873,  near 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  passed  away  May 
10,  1949. 

Bro.  Anthony  united  with  the  church  at 
an  early  age.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry.  In  1897  he  graduated  from  Ju- 
niata College. 

In  1902  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Susie  C.  Shriner. 

In  1898  he  began  to  serve  the  Plumcreek 
congregation  as  pastor  and  continued  to 
serve  in  Pennsylvania  churches  for  four- 
teen years.  From  1912  to  1920  he  served  the 
Woodberry  church,  Baltimore,  Md.  In  the 
course  of  his  ministry  Bro.  Anthony  con- 
ducted many  revival  meetings.  Because 
of  his  interest  in  Christian  education,  Blue 
Ridge  College  employed  his  services  as 
field  director  in  1935. 

Owing  to  ill-health  Bro.  Anthony  was 
forced  to  retire  from  active  pastoral  work 
in  1938;  however,  he  held  revival  services 
after  this  date. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Josephine  S.  Imhoof  and 
Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Janda,  both  of  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Druid 
Ridge  cemetery.— F.  E.  Williar,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

George  William  Hilton 

On  Dec.  18,  1949,  George  W.  Hilton 
passed  away  at  the  Arlington  hospital  near 
Riverside,  Calif.  Burial  took  place  at 
Hemet.  During  the  past  several  years  Bro. 
Hilton  has  suffered  from  ill-health. 

George  Hilton  was  born  Sept.  21,  1880.  in 
Benton  County,  Iowa.  He  was  left  father- 
less when  he  was  eight  years.  He  had  three 
brothers  and  one  sister.  The  mother  and 
her    children    struggled    along    to    supply 


their  daily  needs.  While  still  a  young  boy, 
George  was  hired  out  to  a  farmer  for  his 
board,  clothes  and  schooling.  Regular  at- 
tendance at  school  was  always  difficult, 
but  when  he  had  the  opportunity  he  made 
good  progress. 

While  living  in  North  Dakota,  where  he 
had  taken  up  a  homestead,  he  met  Blanche 
Cover.  On  June  30,  1902,  they  were  mar- 
ried. In  this  same  year  he  was  baptized 
into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Their 
home  was  located  110  miles  from  the 
church,  but  it  was  while  living  in  this  isola- 
tion that  they  felt  the  call  of  the  mission 
field. 

Looking  forward  to  preparation  for  city 
mission  work,  they  attended  McPherson 
College  in  1906-07.  While  here  they  decided 
to  offer  themselves  as  missionaries  for  the 
China  field.  On  June  30,  1907,  George  was 
called  to  the  ministry  and  the  following 
year  he  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree. 
Then  the  Hiltons  attended  Bethany  Bible 
School.  While  in  Chicago,  George  became 
deeply  interested  in  work  among  the 
Chinese  people  living  in  the  city  and  he 
helped  to  start  church  work  among  the 
Chinese  in  connection  with  Bethany's  pro- 
gram. 

Then  on  Aug.  30,  1908,  the  Hiltons  sailed 
to  China  in  the  first  group  of  Church  of 
the  Brethren  workers  for  the  China  field. 
Along  with  the  task  of  learning  the 
Chinese  language,  there  was  the  added 
responsibility  of  finding  the  territory 
where  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  should 
be  located.  After  months  of  consideration, 
and  after  several  long  treks  were  made, 
Ping  Ting  Chow  and  Liao  Chow  in  Shansi 
Province  were  selected. 

Civil  war  was  in  progress  when  the  party 
arrived  and  they  were  compelled  to  settle 
in  Tientsin.  Famine  had  been  raging  in 
the  province  of  An  Hwei  for  three  years. 
Bro.  Hilton  decided  to  answer  the  call  for 
helpers  to  feed  the  hungry  in  that  area. 
Was  it  the  subconscious  impress  of  hunger 
and  poverty  in  his  own  early  life  that  made 
that  work  hard  for  him?  Physically  it 
seemed  more  than  he  could  endure.  After 
a  short  time  he  returned  to  Tientsin  with 
sixteen  orphan  boys.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  orphanage  work  in  our 
China  mission.  Ministering  to  these  boys 
was  a  joy  he  never  forgot. 

George  had  a  keen  ear  for  the  Chinese 
language  and  made  splendid  progress  in 
the  spoken  language.  He  had  a  great  capac- 
ity for  friendship  and  won  many  Chinese 
friends  and  told  them  of  his  Lord.  How- 
ever, his  body  seemed  unable  to  endure  the 
strain  of  pioneer  mission  work  in  China; 
so  he  returned  to  the  States  in  April  1910. 
His  work  created  much  interest  in  China, 
and  he  and  his  family  returned  to  China 
with  six  recruits  in  the  autumn  of  1911. 

By  the  summer  of  1912,  political  condi- 
tions looked  more  hopeful  and  the  Hiltons 
went  to  Liao  Chow  to  open  the  work  there. 
While  making  their  home  livable  they  were 
also  making  friends  for  their  Savior  and 
doing  much  in  a  medical  way  to  relieve 
human  suffering. 

Again  Bro.  Hilton's  health  failed.  The 
mission  had  no  doctor.  He  went  to  a 
neighboring  mission  where  he  improved 
for  awhile.  Soon  after  his  return  home  he 
was  ill  again  and  he  sailed  for  America  in 
the  summer  of  1913. 

Soon  he  was  in  pastoral  work,  serving  in 
Seattle,  Los  Angeles,  McFarland,  Hermosa 
Beach,  Santa  Ana,  Yakima  and  Bethel  in 
Nebraska.  Then  his  health  failed  and  he 
took  to  the  open  spaces  and  lived  for 
several  years  in  the  California  desert. 

He  composed  some  music.  He  under- 
stood and  loved  the  beauty  of  stones  and 
gave  high  school  lectures  concerning  them. 
His  was  a  very  versatile  mind.  His  heart 
was  always  deeply  touched  when  he  saw 
human  suffering.  Many  who  knew  him 
felt  he  bore  a  heavy  measure  of  life's  trials 
and  disappointments.  He  leaves  behind 
him  one  who  was  a  faithful,  devoted  and 
patient  companion  through  many  years 
of  trial  and  uncertainty.  His  son,  John, 
lives  in  southern  California,  where  he 
paints  the  beauty  of  the  desert  and  con- 
tributes to  western  magazines. — Anna 
Crumpacker.  Elgin,  HI. 


Bomberger,  Annie,  wife  of  Bro.  Harry 
Bomberger,  died  at  her  home  in  Manheim, 
Pa.,  Nov.  18,  1949,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Elder  Isaac 
and  Fannie  Witmer  Gibble.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  sons,  three 
daughters  and  one  brother.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  almost  fifty  years.  Services  were  held 
in  the  Chiques  house  by  Brethren  Milton 
L.  Hershey,  C.  W.  Gibbel  and  David  Gibble. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Susan  M.   Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Copeland,  Charles  K.,  was  born  May  1, 
1906,  in  Lamar,  Colo.,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1949,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  Wiley,  Colo.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  lone  U.  Cope- 
land,  one  son,  his  mother,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Todd  Memorial  chapel  in  Pomona  by 
Galen  B.  Ogden.  Interment  was  in  the 
Pomona  cemetery.— Galen  B.  Ogden,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

Fox,  Webster  H,  son  of  George  J.  and 
Sarah  Lutz  Fox,  was  born  in  Miami  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  March  25,  1884,  and  died  in  the 
Good  Samaritan  hospital  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  19,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  son,  one  great-grandchild,  one  sister 
and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Salem  church  by  his  pastor, 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Harold 
Helstern.  Burial  was  in  the  church  ceme- 
tery.— C.  C.  Sollenberger,  Union,  Ohio. 

Evans,  Jacob  Grabill,  son  of  John  and 
Maria  Grabill  Evans,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1857,  and  died 
Jan.  17,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Hargleroad  Sept.  4,  1881.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  on  Aug. 
26,  1935.  He  is  survived  by  six  children, 
twelve  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. He  united  with  the  Glen- 
dale  church  in  the  fall  of  1935.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  building  of  the  Silver  Lake 
church  near  Roseland,  Nebr.,  and  the  South 
Los  Angeles,  Calvary  and  Glendale  church- 
es. Funeral  services  were  held  in  Glendale 
by  Elder  William  Wertenbaker  of  La 
Verne,  assisted  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Forest  Lawn  cemetery. — Van 
B.   Wright,   Glendale,    Calif. 

Flory,  David  S.,  was  born  Sept.  1,  1879, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  North 
Wales,  Pa.,  Nov.  28,  1949.  He  is  survived 
by  two  sons,  two  daughters,  three  brothers, 
one  sister,  seven  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild.  Services  were  held  by 
Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  in  the  Annville 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  United 
Christian  cemetery  at  Campbelltown,  Pa. — 
Viola  Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Fuhrman,  Joanna  Wolfgang,  widow  of 
Charles  W.  Fuhrman,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Dec.  9,  1949,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  She  is  survived  by  her 
daughter,  three  stepsons,  one  brother  and 
three  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Black  Rock  church.  Upper  Codorus  con- 
gregation, for  many  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Black  Rock  church 
by  Elders  N.  S.  Sellers  and  George  M. 
Resser.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.—Mark  A.  Wildasin,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Hariman,  Adam,  son  of  John  Hartman, 
died  in  the  York  hospital,  Pa.,  Sept.  25, 
1949,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Codorus 
church  for  many  years.  His  wife,  Emma, 
preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by 
one  eon,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren, 
two  great-grandchildren  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Codorus 
church  near  Loganville,  Pa.,  by  Elders  R. 
W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and 
M.  M.  Hartman.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dal- 
lastown,  Pa. 

Hartman,  Carl  W.,  son  of  William  G. 
Hartman,  died  Dec.  18,  1949,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  by 
Elder  S.  C.  Godfrey.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Mary  A.  Lehman, 
Dallastown,  Pa. 
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Be  Not  Weary 

One  year  in  the  Northwest  there 
was  the  promise  of  a  big  barley  crop. 
As  harvesttime  drew  near,  rust 
struck  the  crop  and  in  a  few  days 
the  entire  crop  was  ruined.  The 
heads  did  not  fill.  It  was  not  worth 
harvesting.  All  of  the  farmers  were 
discouraged.  One  farmer,  walking 
through  his  field  one  day,  noticed 
one  stalk  of  clean  ripe  barley,  its 
head  uplifted  and  full  of  mature 
grains. 

He  saved  this  head  and  carefully 
planted  the  grains  in  his  garden  the 
next  year.  When  the  barley  was 
ripe,  but  not  yet  harvested,  the  farm- 
er went  away  from  home  for  a  few 
hours.  The  horses  broke  out,  found 
their  way  into  the  garden  and  ate 
the  heads  of  barley.  When  the 
farmer  arrived  home,  he  was  heart- 
sick. Looking  carefully  he  found 
a  few  grains  the  horses  left  on  the 
ground.  These  he  saved  and  planted 
the  next  year.  Today  he  is  known 
throughout  the  Great  Northwest  as 
the  man  who  produced  a  rustproof 
barley,  which  has  become  a  great 
boon  to  barley  raisers. 

Many  years  ago  in  a  little  country 
parish  a  faithful  pastor  labored  to 
win  souls  for  Christ.  Several  years 
went  by;  only  one  name  had  been 
added  to  the  church  membership 
record.  He  was  only  a  boy,  aged 
eleven. 

The  official  board  called  on  the 
pastor  and  told  him  they  thought 
he  ought  to  resign,  as  for  several 
years  no  one  had  been  "added  to  the 
church."  The  pastor  replied,  "Yes, 
there  was  one,  wee  Bobby  Moffat. 
Of  course,  he  is  so  small  that  maybe 
he  doesn't  count."  Not  many  years 
afterward  the  great  Robert  Moffat 
became  the  famous  pioneer  mis- 
sionary. 

Pastors  and  ministerial  boards 
should  not  be  weary  in  well-doing. 
In  due  season  a  crop  of  rustproof 
saints  may  be  grown  in  your  local 
parishes,  who  may  become  a  great 
blessing,  not  only  to  the  Great 
Northwest  or  one  continent,  but  to 
the  whole  world. — Mrs.  Clarence  R. 
Cripe,  Goshen,  Ind. 


Readers  Write 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Benander-Myers. — Elbert  Lee  Benander 
of  Topeka.  Kansas,  and  Doris  Jean  Myers 
of  Ottawa,  Kansas,  Dec.  18,  1949,  in  the 
Centropolis  Christian  church,  Kansas,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa, 
Kansas. 

Berzens-Muravskl. — Laimons  Berzens  and 
Vilma  Muravski,  both  of  Bradford,  Ohio, 
Jan.  21,  1950,  in  the  Oakland  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Moyne  Landis,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio. 


We  do  not  want  to  miss  one  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  if  we  can  avoid  it.  When 
my  husband  comes  in  at  night,  he  asks, 
"Did  the  Messenger  come  today?"  There 
are  so  many  good  things  in  the  Messenger. 
We  want  it  in  our  home  always. — Mrs.  Her- 
man Cline,  Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 
*     •     •     • 

How  many  of  our  Christian  people  rea- 
lize the  danger  facing  our  religious  free- 
dom as  well  as  other  freedoms  by  commu- 
nism? I  have  just  finished  reading  a  series 
on  communism  prepared  and  released  by 
the  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities, 
U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  consisting 
of  100  things  you  should  know  about  com- 
munism in  the  U.S.A. 

For  example,  the  head  of  the  Communist 
party,  on  one  occasion  at  least,  spoke  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City.  Only  a  few  months  ago  the  legislative 
secretary  of  the  Communist  party  ad- 
dressed a  conference  of  100  ministers  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  I  think  it  most  impor- 
tant that  ministers  and  other  church  lead- 
ers who  are  not  well  informed  on  commu- 
nism read  the  booklet. — Eva  Kackley, 
Keezletown,  Va. 

*        *        *        * 

Not  long  ago  I  read  the  Revelation  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life.  Believe  me,  I 
didn't  know  that  there  were  such  things 
in  the  Bible  and  I  know  that  there  are 
more  young  people  just  like  me  who  do 
not  know  what  is  written  in  the  Revela- 
tion. I  wonder  how  many  older  people 
know  about  them.  My  advice  to  young  and 
old  alike  is  to  read  and  study  them  be- 
cause the  things  which  are  written  there 
are  already  coming  to  pass. 

Today  when  we  go  to  church  the  preach- 
er never  tells  us  about  the  ending  of  time 
and  Christ's  coming.  They  either  tell  us 
about  worldly  things  or  they  take  their 
text  from  another  part  of  the  Bible.  Is  it 
because  the  preachers  are  afraid  that  it 
won't  suit  the  congregation  or  is  it  be- 
cause they  themselves  don't  want  to  hear 
or  tell  of  the  ending  of  time  and  what  is 
written  in   the   Revelation? 

I  would  like  for  all  preachers  and  minis- 
ters to  send  me  their  answers  to  my  ques- 
tion, "Why  do  preachers  neglect  to  preach 
about  the  prophecy  and  the  Book  of  Reve- 
lation?"— Janet  L.   Abshire,   Luray,   Va. 


We  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger  every 
week  and  don't  know  how  we'd  get  along 
without  it.  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
Annual  Conference  for  several  years,  but 
I  got  much  good  from  it  anyway  through 
the  Messenger.  That  picture  of  the  dele- 
gate body  in  this  week's  paper  was  very 
good,  and  we  are  thankful  for  those  who 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  enjoy  it.  We 
wish  you  success  and  hope  you  can  be 
editor  for  a  long  time  to  come. — Mrs.  O.  V. 
Dilling,  Decatur,  Ind. 

•     •     •    * 

From  the  Russian  standpoint,  all  the 
friendship  pacts  with  border  countries 
are  defense  measures.  We  know  that 
we  ourselves  want  friendly  countries 
along  our  borders.  In  spite  of  its  size, 
the  USSR  knows  it  is  not  as  strong  as 
the  U.S.A.,  and  consequently  fears  us  in 
our  possession  of  the  atom  bomb  and 
our  warlike  military  alliances.  As  a  his- 
toric peace  church  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  cannot  support  a  national  com- 
mitment to  go  to  war  automatically  and 
entangle  ourselves  in  Europe's  quarrels 
and  dissensions. 

We  should  rather  urge  our  country  to 
set  such  an  example  of  fairness  to  all 
citizens  economically  as  well  as  politically, 
and  also  by  the  upholding  and  enforcing 
of  our  constitutional  guarantees  of  equal 
civil  rights  to  all  races,  that  the  world 
will  again  look  on  us  as  a  model  to 
be  copied.  Unpleasant  as  it  is  to  con- 
template, other  countries  have  left  us 
far  behind  in  economic  democracy  and 
in  equality  of  civil  rights  for  minority 
races.  Until  we  remedy  these  things,  the 
world  will  not  again  look  to  us  for  lead- 
ership.— Mrs.  Edna  B.  Finley,  Baldwin 
Park,  Calif. 

*     »    *     * 

No  other  nation  around  the  world  can 
cope  with  the  people  of  the  States  in  re- 
spect to  helpfulness  and  charity.  I  hope 
you  will  not  comprehend  that  like  a  flat- 
tery but  like  the  sober  statement  of  a  fact 
that  is  acknowledged  with  deep  thankful- 
ness here  though  we  didn't  send  a  Merd 
train  till  now.  In  fact,  your  people  have 
realized  our  Lord's  commandment,  "Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  and 
thereby  brought  much  light  into  the  dark- 
ness and  preserved  thousands  of  us  from 
despair. — Hans  Purschwitz,  Germany. 
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Bowser-Klein.  —  Kenneth  Bowser  and 
Eldora  Klein,  both  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  June 
11,  1949,  in  the  First  Methodist  church, 
Fresno,  by  the  undersigned. — Vernon  F. 
Miller,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Buchanan-Harris. — Stanley  L.  Buchanan 
of  Luray,  Va.,  and  Janet  E.  Harris  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  the  Bridgewater  par- 
sonage, Dec.  31,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Dias-Uncapher. — James  Dias  and  Lois 
Uncapher,  in  the  Morrellville  church,  Pa., 
Dec.  3,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Roy  S. 
Forney,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Faw-Hudson. — Ralph  Faw  and  Bertha 
Hudson,  both  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  Dec. 
22,  1949,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.— S.  H.  Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Gates- Voile. — William  Gates  of  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  and  Kathryn  Joyce  Voile  of  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas,  at  the  Richland  Center 
church,  Dec.  18,  1949,  by  Bro.  S.  A.  Garber 
of  Virginia,  Nebr. — Mrs.  Evan  Fralin,  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas. 

Graves-Leslie — James  Graves  and  Wilma 
Jo  Ann  Leslie,  Jan.  27,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville, 
Ind. 

Haas-Decorse. — Harry  H.  Haas,  Jr.,  and 
Erma  Decorse  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  the 
Wilmington  church,  Sept.  17,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — Norman  F.  Ford,  Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

Halsey-Neugebaur. — William  E.  Halsey 
and  Beulah  J.  Neugebaur  of  Waterford, 
Calif.,    Nov.    26,    1949,    in    the    Waterford 


church,  by  the  undersigned. — Leo  H.  Miller, 
Waterford,  Calif. 

Johnson-Jones. — Harold  Johnson  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Esther  Jones  of  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  Dec.  17,  1949,  in  the  Ever- 
sole  church,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Oliver 
Dearing,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Klair-Hass. — Samuel  J.  Klair  and  Mrs. 
Jennie  Haas,  both  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  in 
the  Wilmington  church,  Nov.  12,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned. — Norman  F.  Ford,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

Knieriem-Pearson. — Homer  Knieriem  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  Inez  Pearson  of 
Boothwyn,  Pa.,  in  the  Wilmington  church, 
Del.,  May  29,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Norman  F.   Ford,   Wilmington,    Del. 

Luper-Darland.— Paul  Luper  and  Leona 
Darland,  Dec.  2,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville,  Ind. 

MeUen-Pearson. — Daniel  Mellen  of  Lima, 
Pa.,  and  May  Pearson  of  Boothwyn,  Pa., 
in  the  Wilmington  church,  Del.,  Oct.  15, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Norman  F. 
Ford,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Oshel-Smith.— Clifford  Oshel  and  Phyllis 
Smith,  in  the  Topeka  church,  Kansas,  Dec. 
4,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Charles 
Dumond,   Sr.,  Topeka,   Kansas. 

Spitler-Hughes. — Vernon  L.  Spitler  and 
Erne  Hughes,  both  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  Oct.  27, 
1949,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Fresno  church,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Vernon  F.  Miller, 
Fresno,  Calif. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Gertrude  Flora  Bowman 

Gertrude  Flora  Bowman,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Flora,  was  born 
July  22,  1899,  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  and 
passed  away  Aug.  28,  1949,  at  her  home 
near  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

In  1925  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elder  Berkley  O.  Bowman. 

She  had  resided  in  the  Union  Bridge 
community  for  the  past  twenty-four  years, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  church 
until  she  became  ill.  She  will  always  be 
remembered   for   her   cheerful   disposition. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  four 
children,  Fred,  pastor  of  the  churches  at 
Grottoes  and  Pleasant  Hill,  Va.,  Freda, 
James  and  Lois  at  home;  six  brothers,  J. 
C.  Flora  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  H.  B.  Flora  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  J.  Alfred  Flora  of  Trot- 
wood,  Ohio,  G.  C.  Flora,  C.  A.  Flora  and 
W.  E.  Flora,  all  of  Franklin  County,  Va.; 
and  one  sister,  Mrs.  William  Garst  of  Ro- 
anoke, Va. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Union 
Bridge  church  by  Bro.  Samuel  A.  Harley, 
assisted  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Bixler.  Burial  was 
in  the  Pipe  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Russell 
V.  Quesenberry,  Linwood,  Md. 

Myria  V.  Leavell 

Myrta  V.  Leavell,  daughter  of  W.  H.  and 
Ruth  Stanley,  was  born  at  Unionville, 
Iowa,  Sept.  24,  1872,  and  died  Nov.  16, 
1949,  at  her  home  in  Berkeley,  Calif. 

In  1892  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Oliver  W.  Leavell.  To  this  union  seven 
children  were  born. 

In  1892  she  joined  the  fellowship  of  the 
Fairview  church.  Soon  after  joining  the 
church,  she  and  her  husband  consecrated 
their  lives  to  the  Christian  ministry. 

In  1911  the  family  moved  to  California. 
In  1931  they  moved  to  Oakland. 

She  is  survived  by  seven  children,  six 
grandchildren,  seven  great-grandchildren 
and  two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned  at  the  East  Lawn  chapel,  Oak- 
land, Calif.— Grant  T.  McGuire,  Oakland, 
Calif. 

Frederick  D.  Anthony 

Frederick  D.,  son  of  David  and  Nancy 
Anthony,  was  born  March  27,  1873,  near 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  passed  away  May 
10,  1949. 

Bro.  Anthony  united  with  the  church  at 
an  early  age.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry.  In  1897  he  graduated  from  Ju- 
niata College. 

In  1902  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Susie  C.  Shriner. 

In  1898  he  began  to  serve  the  Plumcreek 
congregation  as  pastor  and  continued  to 
serve  in  Pennsylvania  churches  for  four- 
teen years.  From  1912  to  1920  he  served  the 
Woodberry  church,  Baltimore,  Md.  In  the 
course  of  his  ministry  Bro.  Anthony  con- 
ducted many  revival  meetings.  Because 
of  his  interest  in  Christian  education,  Blue 
Ridge  College  employed  his  services  as 
field  director  in  1935. 

Owing  to  ill-health  Bro.  Anthony  was 
forced  to  retire  from  active  pastoral  work 
in  1938;  however,  he  held  revival  services 
after  this  date. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Josephine  S.  Imhoof  and 
Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Janda,  both  of  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Druid 
Ridge  cemetery.— F.  E.  Williar,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

George  William  Hilton 

On  Dec.  18,  1949.  George  W.  Hilton 
passed  away  at  the  Arlington  hospital  near 
Riverside,  Calif.  Burial  took  place  at 
Hemet.  During  the  past  several  years  Bro. 
Hilton  has  suffered  from  ill-health. 

George  Hilton  was  born  Sept.  21,  1880,  in 
Benton  County,  Iowa.  He  was  left  father- 
less when  he  was  eight  years.  He  had  three 
brothers  and  one  sister.  The  mother  and 
her    children    struggled    along    to    supply 


their  daily  needs.  While  still  a  young  boy, 
George  was  hired  out  to  a  farmer  for  his 
board,  clothes  and  schooling.  Regular  at- 
tendance at  school  was  always  difficult, 
but  when  he  had  the  opportunity  he  made 
good  progress. 

While  living  in  North  Dakota,  where  he 
had  taken  up  a  homestead,  he  met  Blanche 
Cover.  On  June  30,  1902,  they  were  mar- 
ried. In  this  same  year  he  was  baptized 
into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Their 
home  was  located  110  miles  from  the 
church,  but  it  was  while  living  in  this  isola- 
tion that  they  felt  the  call  of  the  mission 
field. 

Looking  forward  to  preparation  for  city 
mission  work,  they  attended  McPherson 
College  in  1906-07.  While  here  they  decided 
to  offer  themselves  as  missionaries  for  the 
China  field.  On  June  30,  1907,  George  was 
caUed  to  the  ministry  and  the  following 
year  he  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree. 
Then  the  Hiltons  attended  Bethany  Bible 
School.  While  in  Chicago,  George  became 
deeply  interested  in  work  among  the 
Chinese  people  living  in  the  city  and  he 
helped  to  start  church  work  among  the 
Chinese  in  connection  with  Bethany's  pro- 
gram. 

Then  on  Aug.  30,  1908,  the  Hiltons  sailed 
to  China  in  the  first  group  of  Church  of 
the  Brethren  workers  for  the  China  field. 
Along  with  the  task  of  learning  the 
Chinese  language,  there  was  the  added 
responsibility  of  finding  the  territory 
where  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  should 
be  located.  After  months  of  consideration, 
and  after  several  long  treks  were  made, 
Ping  Ting  Chow  and  Liao  Chow  in  Shansi 
Province  were  selected. 

Civil  war  was  in  progress  when  the  party 
arrived  and  they  were  compelled  to  settle 
in  Tientsin.  Famine  had  been  raging  in 
the  province  of  An  Hwei  for  three  years. 
Bro.  Hilton  decided  to  answer  the  call  for 
helpers  to  feed  the  hungry  in  that  area. 
Was  it  the  subconscious  impress  of  hunger 
and  poverty  in  his  own  early  life  that  made 
that  work  hard  for  him?  Physically  it 
seemed  more  than  he  could  endure.  After 
a  short  time  he  returned  to  Tientsin  with 
sixteen  orphan  boys.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  orphanage  work  in  our 
China  mission.  Ministering  to  these  boys 
was  a  joy  he  never  forgot. 

George  had  a  keen  ear  for  the  Chinese 
language  and  made  splendid  progress  in 
the  spoken  language.  He  had  a  great  capac- 
ity for  friendship  and  won  many  Chinese 
friends  and  told  them  of  his  Lord.  How- 
ever, his  body  seemed  unable  to  endure  the 
strain  of  pioneer  mission  work  in  China; 
so  he  returned  to  the  States  in  April  1910. 
His  work  created  much  interest  in  China, 
and  he  and  his  family  returned  to  China 
with  six  recruits  in  the  autumn  of  1911. 

By  the  summer  of  1912,  political  condi- 
tions looked  more  hopeful  and  the  Hiltons 
went  to  Liao  Chow  to  open  the  work  there. 
While  making  their  home  livable  they  were 
also  making  friends  for  their  Savior  and 
doing  much  in  a  medical  way  to  relieve 
human  suffering. 

Again  Bro.  Hilton's  health  failed.  The 
mission  had  no  doctor.  He  went  to  a 
neighboring  mission  where  he  improved 
for  awhile.  Soon  after  his  return  home  he 
was  ill  again  and  he  sailed  for  America  in 
the  summer  of  1913. 

Soon  he  was  in  pastoral  work,  serving  in 
Seattle,  Los  Angeles,  McFarland,  Hermosa 
Beach,  Santa  Ana,  Yakima  and  Bethel  in 
Nebraska.  Then  his  health  failed  and  he 
took  to  the  open  spaces  and  lived  for 
several  years  in  the  California  desert. 

He  composed  some  music.  He  under- 
stood and  loved  the  beauty  of  stones  and 
gave  high  school  lectures  concerning  them. 
His  was  a  very  versatile  mind.  His  heart 
was  always  deeply  touched  when  he  saw 
human  suffering.  Many  who  knew  him 
felt  he  bore  a  heavy  measure  of  life's  trials 
and  disappointments.  He  leaves  behind 
him  one  who  was  a  faithful,  devoted  and 
patient  companion  through  many  years 
of  trial  and  uncertainty.  His  son,  John, 
lives  in  southern  California,  where  he 
paints  the  beauty  of  the  desert  and  con- 
tributes to  western  magazines. — Anna 
Crumpacker.  Elgin,  111. 


Bomberger,  Annie,  wife  of  Bro.  Harry 
Bomberger,  died  at  her  home  in  Manheim, 
Pa.,  Nov.  18,  1949,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Elder  Isaac 
and  Fannie  Witmer  Gibble.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  sons,  three 
daughters  and  one  brother.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  almost  fifty  years.  Services  were  held 
in  the  Chiques  house  by  Brethren  Milton 
L.  Hershey,  C.  W.  Gibbel  and  David  Gibble. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Susan  M.   Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Copeland,  Charles  K„  was  born  May  1, 
1906,  in  Lamar,  Colo.,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1949,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  Wiley,  Colo.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  lone  U.  Cope- 
land,  one  son,  his  mother,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Todd  Memorial  chapel  in  Pomona  by 
Galen  B.  Ogden.  Interment  was  in  the 
Pomona  cemetery.— Galen  B.  Ogden,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

Fox,  Webster  H,  son  of  George  J.  and 
Sarah  Lutz  Fox,  was  born  in  Miami  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  March  25,  1884,  and  died  in  the 
Good  Samaritan  hospital  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  19,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  son,  one  great-grandchild,  one  sister 
and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Salem  church  by  his  pastor, 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Harold 
Helstern.  Burial  was  in  the  church  ceme- 
tery.—C.  C.  Sollenberger,  Union,  Ohio. 

Evans,  Jacob  Grabill,  son  of  John  and 
Maria  Grabill  Evans,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1857,  and  died 
Jan.  17,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Hargleroad  Sept.  4,  1881.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  on  Aug. 
26,  1935.  He  is  survived  by  six  children, 
twelve  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. He  united  with  the  Glen- 
dale  church  in  the  fall  of  1935.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  building  of  the  Silver  Lake 
church  near  Roseland,  Nebr.,  and  the  South 
Los  Angeles,  Calvary  and  Glendale  church- 
es. Funeral  services  were  held  in  Glendale 
by  Elder  William  Wertenbaker  of  La 
Verne,  assisted  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Forest  Lawn  cemetery. — Van 
B.   Wright.   Glendale,    Calif. 

Flory,  David  S.,  was  born  Sept.  1,  1879, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  North 
Wales,  Pa.,  Nov.  28,  1949.  He  is  survived 
by  two  sons,  two  daughters,  three  brothers, 
one  sister,  seven  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild.  Services  were  held  by 
Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  in  the  Annville 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  United 
Christian  cemetery  at  Campbelltown,  Pa.— 
Viola  Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Fuhrman,  Joanna  Wolfgang,  widow  of 
Charles  W.  Fuhrman,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Dec.  9,  1949,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  She  is  survived  by  her 
daughter,  three  stepsons,  one  brother  and 
three  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Black  Rock  church,  Upper  Codorus  con- 
gregation, for  many  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Black  Rock  church 
by  Elders  N.  S.  Sellers  and  George  M. 
Resser.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.—Mark  A.  Wildasin,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Harlman,  Adam,  son  of  John  Hartman, 
died  in  the  York  hospital,  Pa.,  Sept.  25, 
1949,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Codorus 
church  for  many  years.  His  wife,  Emma, 
preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by 
one  eon,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren, 
two  great-grandchildren  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Codorus 
church  near  Loganville,  Pa.,  by  Elders  R. 
W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and 
M.  M.  Hartman.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dal- 
lastown,  Pa. 

Harlman,  Carl  W.,  son  of  William  G. 
Hartman,  died  Dec.  18,  1949,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  by 
Elder  S.  C.  Godfrey.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Mary  A.  Lehman, 
Dallastown,  Pa. 
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Hoslelter.  Leah  A.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
K.  and  Mary  Jane  Allwein  Etter,  was  born 
April  3,  1893,  and  died  in  the  Lancaster 
General  hospital,  Pa.,  Nov.  23,  1949.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  six  sons,  two 
daughters  and  twelve  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Annville 
church  by  Brethren  Hiram  Gingrich  and 
Perry  Liskey  of  the  Annville  church.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Hanoverdale  cemetery. 
— Viola  Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Keeny,  Verna,  wife  of  Jacob  F.  Keeny 
and  daughter  of  Jesse  Peterman,  died  at 
her  home  in  New  Freedom,  Pa.,  Sept.  29, 
1949,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Codorus  con- 
gregation for  many  years.  She  is  survived 
by  one  daughter  and  four  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Harten- 
stein  funeral  home  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Myers  of 
the  Dunkard  Brethren  church.  Burial  was 
in  the  New  Freedom  cemetery. — Mary  A. 
Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Kline,  Jacob  Andrew,  son  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  Miller  Kline,  was  born  in 
the  Broadway  community,  Va.,  Sept.  15, 
1870,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  Nov.  23,  1949.  On  Nov.  13,  1901,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Etta  Floyd  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter  and  one  sister.  He  united  with 
the  Linville  Creek  church  in  his  early 
twenties.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Garbers  church  by  his  pastor,  assisted 
by  Elders  W.  F.  Flory  and  O.  F.  Bowman. 
Interment  was  in  the  Oak  Lawn  ceme- 
tery at  Timberville,  Va. — A.  R.  Showalter, 
Dayton,  Va. 

Krout,  John  Henry,  son  of  Nelson  and 
Mary  Krout,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1883,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  New  Salem,  Pa.,  Nov. 
28,  1949.  He  was  married  to  Matilda  God- 
frey, and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five  sons, 
six  daughters,  twenty-nine  grandchildren, 
three  great-grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
three  sisters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Codorus  church  by 
Elders  S.  C.  Godfrey  and  S.  A.  Lehigh. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
—Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Landis,  Annie,  wife  of  Bro.  Harry  Landis, 
died  Sept.  20,  1949,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
son  and  two  brothers.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  Services  were  held  at  the  Longe- 
necker  house  by  Elder  C.  W.  Gibbel  and 
Rev.  Lloyd  May.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Susan  M.  Cassel, 
Manheim,  Pa. 

Lehigh,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Mathias  and 
Mary  Grim,  was  born  May  22,  1863.  She 
was  married  to  Abraham  Lehigh  on  July  4, 
1880.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
twenty-five  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by 
eight  children,  thirty-seven  grandchildren, 
forty-eight  great-grandchildren,  eight 
great-great-grandchildren,  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Lower  Conewago  congregation  for  twenty 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Mummerts  meetinghouse  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Elder  J.  Monroe  Dan- 
ner  of  East  Berlin  and  the  undersigned  of 
Dillsburg,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery 
adjoining  the  church. — J.  Albert  Cook, 
Dillsburg,  Pa. 

Minnick,  William  Isaac,  son  of  William 
Isaac  and  Catherine  Shank  Minnick,  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1867,  and  died  in  the 
hospital  at  New  Castle,  Ind.,  Jan.  17,  1950. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Middletown,  Ind.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  four  daughters,  one  sis- 
ter, six  grandchildren  and  seven  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Ora 
H.  Zirkle,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  W.  E. 
Hamilton.  Burial  was  in  the  Miller  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Alice  Zirkle,  Middletown,  Ind. 

Mohler,    Anna    Rutt,    widow    of    Israel 
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Mohler,  was  born  July  20,  1875,  and  died 
Dec.  24,  1949.  She  is  survived  by  one  son, 
one  daughter,  one  foster  daughter,  eight 
grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Blue  Ball  church  by  Brethren 
John  L.  Myer  and  Amos  Heisey.  Burial 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Mark 
Royer,  Denver,  Pa. 

Myers,  Margaret  Lydia  Hoffman,  widow 
of  Albert  Myers,  was  born  Oct.  3,  1865, 
and  died  Jan.  3,  1950,  in  the  Krout  con- 
valescent home.  She  is  survived  by  one 
son,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren  and 
one  brother.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  church  for  many  years.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Olewiler  funeral  home  in  Red 
Lion.  Interment  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
cemetery  by  Elders  S.  C.  Godfrey  and 
George  H.  Keeny. — Mary  A.  Lehman, 
Dallastown,  Pa. 

Oren,  Byron  Lee,  son  of  Byron  and 
Cathrine  Rike  Oren,  was  born  at  Taylors- 
burg,  Ohio,  Sept.  12,  1934,  and  died  at  the 
Good  Samaritan  hospital  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  6,  1950^  On  Oct.  15,  1945,  he  was 
baptized.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents 
and  two  sisters.  Services  were  held  at 
the  Happy  Corner  church  by  the  writer 
and  Bro.  James  H.  Beahm.  Interment  was 
in  the  Bethel  cemetery.  —  Lon  Karns, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Parr,  William  W.,  son  of  Marion  and 
Salina  Parr,  was  born  March  13,  1869,  and 
died  at  his  home  at  Crimora,  Va.,  Dec.  31, 
1949.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  ten  children,  forty- 
four  grandchildren  and  forty-four  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned,  his  pastor,  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
River  View  cemetery  in  Waynesboro,  Va. 
— Fred  M.  Bowman,   Grottoes,  Va. 

Raver,  Lydia  Ann,  widow  of  David  Raver, 
died  in  the  Carlisle  hospital,  Jan.  11,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Codorus  church  for 
many  years.  She  is  survived  by  one  son  and 
several  grandchildren.  She  had  been  a 
guest  at  the  Brethren  home  near  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  for  some  time.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Codorus  church  by  Elders  S.  C. 
Godfrey  and  George  H.  Keeny.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mary  A. 
Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Renlzel,  Henry  R.,  was  born  July  24,  1861, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Nov. 
14,  1949.  He  was  .a  loyal  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years, 
attending  services  at  the  Bermudian 
church  in  the  Lower  Conewago  congrega- 
tion. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Ber- 
mudian meetinghouse  by  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Elder  Charles  Altland.  Burial 
was  in  the  Altland  meetinghouse  cemetery. 
—J.  Albert  Cook,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

Roush,  George,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Roush,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  Oct.  13,  1872,  and  died  Jan.  19,  1950. 
On  July  11,  1896,  he  was  married  to 
Minerva  May  Sherman,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  five  children.  Three  grandchil- 
dren were  also  raised  in  the  home.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  three  children,  seven 
grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  united  with  the  church  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Elkhart  City  church  by 
Bro.  Edward  Stump,  assisted  by  the  writer. 
Interment  was  in  the  Prairie  Street  ceme- 
tery.—G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Schofield,  Sarah  Christman,  died  at  her 
home  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  31,  1949, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  April  1,  1906,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Bro.  T.  T.  Myers.  Her  hus- 
band, Dr.  A.  Curtis  Schofield,  preceded  her 
in  death  by  eleven  years.  He  was  for 
many  years  the  teacher  of  the  A.C.S.  ladies' 
Bible  class.  Both  were  consistent  and 
liberal  in  general  benefactions  as  well  as 
in  their  contributions  to  the  church.  Re- 
cent evidence  of  Sister  Schofield's  gen- 
erosity is  a  five  thousand  dollar  bequest 
to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  First  church, 
Philadelphia,    and    two    thousand    dollars 


to  the  Neffsville  orphans'  home. — Mary  K. 
Spence,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sense nbaugh,  Enos  E.,  son  of  Adam  and 
Elizabeth  Sensenbaugh,  was  born  in  Car- 
roll County,  Ind.,  Dec.  4,  1866,  and  died  in 
a  Jacksonville,  111.,  hospital  Jan.  5,  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Eliza  Alsbury  of  Oakley, 
111.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren. He  and  his  wife  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Oakley,  HI., 
Sept.  18,  1896.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter  and  one  stepdaughter.  Serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Moran  and  Son's 
funeral  home  in  Decatur  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Frantz  ceme- 
tery.—D.  J.  Blickenstaff,  Oakley,  111. 

Shanaman,  Harry,  son  of  the  late  George 
and  Ida  Spangler  Shanman,  was  born  at 
Kleinfeltersville,  Pa.,  March  14,  1897,  and 
died  at  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  Nov.  21,  1949.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Florence  Macie 
Layser  on  April  3,  1920.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Myerstown  church  in  which 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  men's  work 
organization.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  four  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Myerstown  church  by  the  un- 
dersigned, assisted  by  Bro.  Frank  Layser. — 
Berkey  Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Sharp,  William  P.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Perry  Sharp,  was  born  near  Liberty  Cen- 
ter, Ohio,  July  24,  1867,  and  died  in  a  To- 
ledo hospital  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  He  was  married  to  Emma  Stutz- 
man  in  1893  and  to  this  union  ten  children 
were  born.  About  fifty  years  ago  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  His  wife,  six  daughters  and  two 
sons  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  eleven  grandchil- 
dren, six  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Fair  View  church  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie. 
Burial  was  in  the  Amboy  cemetery. — Ger- 
trude E.  Guthrie,  Metamora,  Ohio. 

Sheitzer,  M.  Kathryn,  'was  born  Oct.  4, 
1877,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1949.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Lancaster  church 
for  many  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  at  the 
Groff  funeral  parlor  in  Lancaster.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Riverview  burial  park  at 
Lancaster. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Wetzel,  Warren  Grant,  son  of  Alpheus  A. 
and  Beulah  Sterner  Wetzel,  died  at  the 
Hanover  General  hospital,  Pa.,  Jan.  3, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  parents,  one  brother,  one  sis- 
ter, his  maternal  grandmother,  his  paternal 
grandparents  and  his  paternal  great-grand- 
mother. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Black  Rock  church  by  Elder  N.  S.  Sellers. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mark  A.  Wildasin,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Whistler,  Mary,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Leah  Wenger  Gibble,  died  Oct.  23,  1949,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  son,  one  daughter,  eight  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Huntsdale  church.  Services 
were  held  by  Bro.  O.  J.  Hassinger  in  the 
Shulenberger  funeral  home.  Interment 
was  in  the  Newville  cemetery. — Mrs.  James 
A.  Ott,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Wildasin,  Paul  Edgar,  son  of  Grace  Smith 
Wildasin,  died  Dec.  3,  1949,  at  Manchester, 
Md.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He 
is  survived  by  his  mother  and  one  sister. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Black  Rock 
church,  Upper  Codorus  congregation. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Black 
Rock  church  by  N.  S.  Sellers.  Burial  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mark  A.  Wild- 
asin, Lineboro,  Md. 

Winters,  Lizzie,  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Elizabeth  Smith  Kreider  and  widow  of 
Cyrus  Winters,  was  born  Nov.  19,  1874, 
in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Cleona,  Pa.,  Jan.  8,  1950.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  on  March 
7,  1938.  She  is  survived  by  two  stepchil- 
dren, two  grandchildren,  two  great-grand- 
children, two  brothers  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Annville 
church  by  Brethren  Hiram  Gingrich  and 
Perry  Liskey.  Interment  was  in  the  South 
Annville  cemetery. — Viola  Dissinger,  Leb- 
anon,  Pa. 
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Cherry  Grove. — A  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  was  conducted  Oct.  3-16  by  Bro. 
Ellis  Guthrie  of  Marion,  Ohio.  Installation 
services  were  held  for  our  Sunday-school 
officers  on  Oct.  2.  Bro.  John  Heckman  of 
Polo,  Ill.„gave  an  interesting  talk  of  his  ex- 
periences in  Africa  on  the  morning  of  Oct. 
30.  Our  annual  birthday  supper  was  held 
on  Armistice  Day.  The  offering  amounted 
to  $40.56.  The  children  of  the  lower  classes 
presented  a  program  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing. The  young  people's  class  went  carol- 
ing and  delivered  fruit  baskets  to  the  shut- 
ins  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  17.  A  farewell 
party  was  held  for  the  president  of  our 
ladies'  aid,  Mrs.  Glyde  Collinson,  on  Dec.  1. 
The  Collinsons  moved  to  Loyal,  Wis.,  in 
December. — Pearl  Puterbaugh,  Lanark,  111. 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — On  Dec.  18  our 
church  was  decorated  for  the  Christmas 
season.  In  the  evening  the  choir  presented 
the  Christmas  program.  The  cantata,  The 
Music  of  Bethlehem,  was  rendered.  On 
Dec.  25  the  Sunday-school  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  presented  and  a  little  gift  was 
given  to  each  person.  In  the  evening  we 
had  a  candlelight  service.  On  Dec.  31  we 
met  in  the  basement  of  the  church  and  en- 
joyed the  last  evening  of  1949  together.  We 
had  games  and  a  social  until  eleven  o'clock, 
following  which  two  pictures  were  shown, 
a  short  service  was  held,  hymns  were 
sung,  a  poem  was  recited  by  the  writer  and 
the  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. — Mrs. 
Lilian  Dama,  Chicago,  111. 

La  Place. — At  our  birthday  supper  on 
Oct.  12  we  lifted  an  offering  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  missionary,  after  which  a  pic- 
ture, The  Man  Who  Forgot  God,  was 
shown.  On  Oct.  23  we  had  a  special  candle- 
light service  for  the  installation  of  CBYF 
officers.  Rev.  Louis  L.  Miller,  representing 
the  Temperance  League,  delivered  an  ad- 
dress one  Sunday  morning.  On  Nov.  6  the 
Gideons  were  with  us  and  in  the  evening 
the  Capital  Spiritualaires  presented  a  mu- 
sical program.  Following  the  service  on 
Thanksgiving  Eve  we  held  a  miscellaneous 
shower  for  a  DP  family,  who  are  living  in 
our  community.  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  was 
with  us  in  a  revival  Nov.  28 — Dec-  11. 
One  Sunday-school  pupil  was  baptized.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  at  the  close  of  the 
revival.  The  CBYF  presented  a  Christmas 
play,  Let  Nothing  Ye  Dismay.  On  Christ- 
mas morning  we  had  a  white  gift  service. 
Plans  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  new  year 
include  a  school  of  missions  the  last  four 
Sunday  evenings  in  January,  the  observ- 
ance of  Youth  Week  and  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer  and  a  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet. The  women's  group  canned  505 
quarts  of  food  for  relief  and  Bethany  and 
made  several  Christmas  baskets. — Mrs.  Es- 
tella  E.  Emmert,  La  Place,  111. 

Indiana 

Loganspori.  —  Bro.  Herbert  Fisher 
preached  for  us  one  Sunday  evening  in  the 
fall.  Our  men's  work  sponsored  a  supper 
which  netted  $100.  Bro.  Garland  Borden  of 
the  Loon  Creek  church  held  a  revival  for 
us  Nov.  1-13,  closing  with  a  candlelight 
communion  at  which  he  officiated.  One 
evening  a  group  from  his  home  church 
chartered  a  bus  and  came  to  attend  his 
meeting  and  their  choir  rendered  several 
special  numbers  during  the  service.  Nine 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.  Bro.  Ben  Hirt  was  the  special 
speaker  at  the  forty-third  anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  our  church  here  on 
Nov.  20,  which  was  also  our  annual  home- 
coming. The  next  evening  about  eighteen 
persons  drove  to  Burnettsville  to  attend 
Bro.  Hirt's  revival,  at  which  time  Bro. 
Richey  sang  a  solo.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy 
Richey,  had  charge  of  the  devotions  over 
WSAL  on  Thanksgiving  morning,  at  which 
time  our  choir  sang  two  numbers.  Bro. 
Richey  also  had  charge  of  the  devotions 
each  morning  Dec.  5-10.  Sister  Dorotha 
Sebert  conducted  them  one  morning  at 
Bro.  Richey's  request.    About   twenty-five 
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of  our  members  attended  The  Messiah  at 
Manchester  College  both  afternoon  and 
evening  on  Dec.  11.  A  group  of  our  young 
people  attended  the  conference  at  Mexico 
on  Dec.  4  and  the  sectional  young  people's 
conference  at  Roann  on  Dec.  18.  On  a 
recent  Sunday  morning  ten  church  letters 
of  the  Ullery  family  were  read.  Our  Christ- 
mas program  was  held  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning. The  Town  of  Bethlehem  was  pre- 
sented in  song  and  story.  The  Richey  fam- 
ily was  presented  with  a  purse  and  two 
comforts.  We  united  with  the  city  churches 
in  the  Week  of  Prayer  services  which 
were  held  in  the  Christian  church  Jan.  1-7. 
Bro.  Richey  will  preach  on  the  evening  of 
Jan.  2.  The  Homebuilders  donated  $100  to 
pay  on  the  new  church  mimeograph  which 
was  purchased  recently.  The  Bereans  plan 
to  hold  a  chicken-noodle  supper  on  Jan. 
24  to  pay  the  balance  of  eighty  dollars. — 
Mrs.  Florence  E.  B.  Arnold,  Logansport, 
Ind. 

Middlebury. — Our  pastors,  Brother  and 
Sister  Homer  Schrock,  went  to  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  where  Bro.  Schrock  conducted  a 
two  weeks'  revival.  In  his  absence  Bro. 
Levi  Arnold  of  Elkhart  delivered  the  mes- 
sage one  Sunday.  Bro.  George  Sherck  of 
Goshen  preached  the  next  Sunday  and 
Bro.  John'  Tomlonson  delivered  the  mes- 
sage on  the  last  Sunday.  We  held  our  an- 
nual birthday  dinner  on  Nov.  20.  The  of- 
fering was  $37.50.  A  Thanksgiving  program 
was  presented  in  the  afternoon.  Our  aid  is 
busy  sewing  for  relief.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  10  several  members  gathered  at  the 
church  and  knotted  six  comforters  for  re- 
lief. Several  of  the  members  presented 
a  Christmas  play  entitled  Why  Christmas? 
on  Christmas  Eve.  Since  our  last  report 
one  person  has  been  baptized.  We  have  a 
75%  Messenger  club. — Mrs.  Lizzie  Berkey, 
Middlebury,  Ind. 

New  Salem.  —  Kenneth  Hollinger  of 
Thornville,  Ohio,  assisted  in  our  revival 
meetings,  which  were  held  Nov.  28 — Dec. 
11;  as  a  result,  four  persons  were  bap- 
tized on  Dec.   18.    The  ladies'    aid   held   a 


Announcements  .  .  . 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

REGIONAL  CONFERENCE 
Pacific   Coast— La   Verne,   Calif.,   Feb.   25 — 
March  3. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Ohio,  Northwestern — Poplar  Ridge,   March 

14-16. 
Virginia,  Second — Sangerville,  March  29-31. 


gift  exchange  party  and  fixed  food  boxes 
for  the  needy.  They  continue  to  sew  and 
knot  comforters  for  relief.  On  Dec.  25 
the  primary  department  presented  a 
Christmas  program  in  the  morning  and  on 
Christmas  evening  the  young  people  pre- 
sented the  play,  The  Empty  Room.  After 
the  play  the  young  people  sang  carols  to 
the  shut-ins.  On  Jan.  11  a  fellowship  meal 
and  family  night  were  enjoyed  with  the 
young  people  and  young  married  people's 
classes  in  charge. — Mrs.  Demaris  More- 
house, Milford,  Ind. 

Plymouth. — We  met  in  our  regular  coun- 
cil meeting  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  7  with 
Bro.  E.  W.  Gerdes  presiding.  Four  letters 
were  received.  Brother  and  Sister  Harold 
Markley,  Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Nifong 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Carl  Coplen  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  On  Nov.  4 
several  of  our  ladies  attended  World  Com- 
munity Day  services  at  the  Church  of  God. 
Sister  Ruth  Troyer  had  charge  of  the  dedi- 
cation service  for  the  bundles  for  relief. 
On  Nov.  17  twenty-two  of  our  sisters  at- 
tended the  women's  rally  at  Nappanee.  To 
this  meeting  we  took  relief  clothing,  used 
fats  and  nineteen  towel  kits  for  a  hospital 
in  Austria.  The  offering  from  our  church 
went  to  the  ministerial  scholarship  fund. 
On  Nov.  17  the  mother  and  daughter  meet- 
ing was  held  with  a  pottery  display.  On 
Nov.  23  there  was  a  union  Thanksgiving 
service  sponsored  by  the  ministerial  asso- 
ciation. On  Nov.  27  the  ladies  helped  Net- 
tie Senger,  returned  missionary  from 
China,  prepare  and  serve  a  Chinese  sup- 
per. Miss  Senger  showed  pictures  of  China 
and  gave  a  talk.  The  offering  amounted  to 
$29.17.  The  ladies'  aid  is  making  twelve 
cut-garments  from  New  Windsor.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Merlin  Cassell,  will  be  absent  for 
the  next  two  weeks  as  he  is  bringing  his 
family  home  from  New  Mexico,  where  his 
wife  was  trying  to  get  relief  from  arthri- 
tis. M.  R.  Zigler,  the  Brethren  Service 
director  in  Europe,  will  speak  in  our 
church  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of 
Feb.  7. — Mrs.  Frank  Markley,  Plymouth, 
Ind. 

Union  Grove. — We  are  happy  to  report 
an  increased  attendance  and  interest  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  1949.  On  Nov.  9 
the  young  people  had  charge  of  the  prayer 
meeting.  Following  this  service  they  spon- 
sored an  all-church  birthday  party.  The 
tables  were  decorated  to  represent  each 
month  of  the  year  and  appropriate  re- 
freshments were  served.  Into  a  large  arti- 
ficial birthday  cake  each  person  placed  an 
offering  equal  to  the  years  of  his  age.  This 
money  was  used  for  the  district  youth 
project.     Nov.    20   marked    another    home- 
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coming  day.  A  large  bouquet  of  chrysan- 
themums was  presented  to  the  two  oldest 
persons  present.  The  men's  work  has  been 
active  in  giving  the  material  aid  needed  to 
care  for  the  church  property.  They  also 
held  a  chili  supper  for  all  church  families. 
The  organized  Sunday-school  classes  have 
each  had  its  own  Christmas  class  party. 
On  Christmas  morning  the  children's  de- 
partment presented  a  program.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  CBYF  presented  the  play,  Why 
Christmas? — Lula  R.  Tinkle,  Albany,  Ind. 
Windfall. — Our  revival  meeting  was  held 
Nov.  28— Dec.  11  with  Bro.  Estle  McCul- 
lough  of  Pendleton,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist. 
Two  persons  were  baptized  and  two  were 
reclaimed.  At  a  called  council  Brethren 
Estle  McCullough  and  G.  L.  Wine,  repre- 
senting the  ministerial  board  of  the  dis- 
trict, ordained  Brother  and  Sister  Tommy 
Davis  to  the  eldership.  Our  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  on  Dec.  12  with  Elder 
Alva  Hewitt  presiding  and  church  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  Hewitt,  was  retained  for  an- 
other year.  We  had  services  at  the  church 
on  New  Year's  Eve  with  a  good  attend- 
ance. Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is 
increasing.  The  young  people  of  the  church 
donated  money  to  buy  a  bulletin  board  for 
the  church.  The  community  was  saddened 
by  the  recent  death  of  Bro.  Marion  Stout, 
a  long-time  member  of  the  church. — Mrs. 
Beulah  Johnson,   Sharpsville,   Ind. 

Iowa 

Council  Bluffs.— The  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  Jan.  6.  Mrs.  Ambrose  will  continue 
as  our  Gospel  Messenger  representative. 
A  music  committee  was  elected,  whose 
duty  will  be  to  secure  church  music,  an 
organist,  a  choir  director,  etc.  We  de- 
cided to  unite  with  the  Protestant  churches 
of  our  city  in  an  annual  every-member 
canvass  for  our  financial  budget.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Homer  Caskey,  recently  gave  a 
series  of  lessons  on  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  which  were  enjoyed  by  all. — Mrs. 
J.  H.  Ambrose,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Kingsley. — Since  our  last  report,  our  la- 
dies' aid  has  reorganized.  We  have  two 
meetings  a  month,  one  of  which  is  an 
afternoon  meeting  which  is  for  our  social 
and  business  gathering.  The  other  meeting 
is  our  work  day,  which  is  an  all-day  meet- 
ing. The  junior  adult  Sunday-school  class 
has  organized  for  Sunday  evening  gather- 
ings and  Bible  study.  On  the  evening  of 
Dec.  18  we  saw  the  film,  Shepherd  of  In- 
dia. Our  Christmas  program  was  presented 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  23.  The  young  peo- 
ple put  on  a  three-act  play.  Following  the 
program  they  went  caroling.  On  Christ- 
mas Day  we  had  consecration  services. 
Five  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
state  rally  at  South  English  on  Dec.  28  and 
29.  The  Methodist,  Congregational  and 
Brethren  churches  are  having  a  leadership 
training  school  for  six  Monday  evenings, 
beginning  Jan.  2.  The  three  ministers  each 
teach  a  class.  This  is  the  fourth  year  these 
classes  have  been  held. — Irene  Vannorsdel, 
Kingsley,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Mont  Ida. — We  are  continuing  our  union 
church  services  with  the  Methodist  church 
on  Sunday  evenings.  The  two  churches 
presented  a  union  Christmas  program  in 
the  Methodist  church  on  Christmas  Eve. 
The  sound  pictures,  The  Power  of  God, 
King  of  Kings,  Conversion  of  Saul  and  The 
Apprenticeship  of  Paul,  were  shown  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Wat- 
kins  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Watkins  represented 
us  at  our  district  conference  held  at  the 
Osage  church  near  McCune.  We  planned 
and  completed  our  relief  sewing  by  Nov. 
1.  We  made  a  dozen  large  comforters  and 
a  dozen  small  ones  and  sorted  and  mended 
several  boxes  of  used  clothing  and  a  large 
box  of  shoes.  Bro.  Ralph  Loshbaugh  was 
re-elected  to  serve  us  as  elder  and  Mrs. 
Omer  Vanscoyoc  as  Messenger  agent  and 
correspondent.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club.  Bro.  Edward  Duncan  of  Barnum, 
Minn.,  spent  two  weeks,  Nov.  20 — Dec.   4, 


with  us  in  a  revival  meeting.  He  accom- 
panied our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  E.  Loshbaugh,  on 
a  large  survey  of  the  Mont  Ida  community 
and  visited  in  many  homes.— Mrs.  Omer 
Vanscoyoc,  Welda,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Flower  Hill. — Three  of  our  men  attended 
the  men's  rally  held  at  the  Pipe  Creek 
church  on  Nov.  9.  Two  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  children's  workers'  conference 
held  at  New  Windsor  on  Nov.  12.  The  la- 
dies' aid  presented  the  play,  The  Unlighted 
Cross,  on  Nov.  13.  They  have  since  given 
the  same  play  at  the  University  Park 
church  and  are  planning  to  present  it 
again  at  the  Bush  Creek  church  on  Jan.  22. 
The  ladies'  aid  sponsored  a  fellowship  sup- 
per in  the  church  basement  on  Nov.  22. 
They  collected  food  and  clothing  for  a 
needy  family  on  Thanksgiving  and  again 
on  Christmas.  District  pulpit  exchange 
Sunday  was  Nov.  27.  Bro.  J.  Cline  Bow- 
man of  Baltimore  preached  for  us  and  our 
pastor  preached  at  Dundalk.  A  movie  of 
African  missions  was  shown  in  the  eve- 
ning. Our  Christmas  program  was  pre- 
sented on  Dec.  23.  We  have  been  using  the 
offering  taken  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each 
month  for  our  parsonage  debt.  We  have 
paid  a  total  of  $1,000  on  our  parsonage  debt 
since  we  dedicated  the  parsonage  in  May. 
The  young  people  are  still  meeting  every 
Wednesday  and  have  contributed  twenty 
dollars  toward  the  parsonage  debt. — Mrs. 
Wallace  M.  Embrey,  Derwood,  Md. 

Glendale. — During  the  past  year  we  re- 
modeled and  made  improvements  on  our 
church.  We  held  our  rededication  services 
and  our  home-coming  with  Bro.  Calvert  N. 
Ellis  delivering  the  dedication  service  and 
Bro.  Charles  Heltzel  delivering  the  home- 
coming message.  Four  new  members  were 
received  into  our  church  during  our  fall 
meeting.  One  letter  of  membership  was 
granted.  Our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing were  Durwood  Roland  and  Junior  Teet- 


er. Our  Sunday  school  presented  a  Christ- 
mas program.  A  Christmas  tree  was  decor- 
ated with  one-dollar  bills  which  will  be 
sent  for  missions.  Watch-night  services 
were  held  on  New  Year's  Eve,  at  which 
time  an  $800-note  was  burned.  Our  regular 
quarterly  council  was  held  Jan.  3  with  Eld- 
er Howard  Whitacre  presiding.  Our  spring 
revival  will  begin  April  23  with  Bro.  C.  D. 
Bonsack  as  the  speaker.  The  ladies'  aid 
is  planning  to  quilt  some  more.  They  have 
had  several  other  projects  and  have  helped 
to  raise  money  for  our  church.  We  have 
an  active  men's  work.  These  men  helped 
to  remodel  the  church. — Mrs.  Audrey  M. 
Nazelrod,  Flintstone,  Md. 

Manor. — Our  fall  communion  service  was 
held  on  Oct.  23,  with  Bro.  Fred  Spitzer  pre- 
siding. The  union  Thanksgiving  service 
was  held  in  the  Downsville  Christian 
church  on  Nov.  23,  with  Rev.  Ankrum  of 
the  St.  James  Progressive  Brethren  church 
delivering  the  message.  The  Manor  young 
people  delivered  several  fruit  baskets  to  ' 
the  sick,  aged  and  shut-in  folks.  Bro.  Wen- 
dell Flory,  missionary  to  China,  delivered 
an  inspiring  message  on  Dec.  4.  The 
drama,  The  Christmas  Guest,  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  Willis  Kitchen,  was  pre-  i 
sented  by  the  combined  youth  groups  of 
Downsville  and  the  Manor  congregations 
on  Dec.  23.  The  Downsville  Sunday  school  i 
presented  its  Christmas  program  on  Christ-  i 
mas  morning.  The  Manor  Sunday  school 
presented  When  Angels  Sang  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  26.  The  union  New  Year's 
service,  consisting  of  readings,  congrega- 
tional singing  and  a  presentation  of  the  . 
drama,  The  Christmas  Guest,  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Manor  church  in  the  Fairplay 
community  hall  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  1. 
Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  who  is  visiting  the  Mid- 
dle District  of  Maryland,  spoke  to  the 
members  of  the  three  churches  of  the 
congregation  on  Jan.  13. — Naomi  H.  Coff- 
man,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Welly.— There  is  still  a  small  indebted- 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


The  Story  of  Our 


has  been  well  told  in  two  books 
of  pictures  with  accompanying 
explanatory  comments 

Fifty  Years  In  India 
Anelia    C.    Mow,    compiler 


Station  by  station  the  account  of  the 
first  fifty  years  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  mission  in  India  is  related.  Hundreds  of  pictures 
are  shown  and  explained  briefly.  Lists  of  missionaries,  a 
map,  and  attractive  end  sheets  add  to  the  interest  and  value 
of  the  volume.  It  is  a  book  for  home  and  church  libraries, 
one  which  is  enjoyed  by  children  as  well  as  adults.  Price, 
$1.00. 

Pictures  of  the  Golden  Jubilee 
Photographs    by    Amsey    F.    Bollinger 

The  Golden  Jubilee  of  1945  in  the  church  in  India  celebrated 
the  close  of  fifty  years  of  work  by  the  mission  and  the  as- 
sumption of  the  responsibility  for  the  work  by  the  Indian 
church.  The  fifty-three  pictures  in  the  book  show  various 
phases  of  the  jubilee  celebration.  Bound  in  heavy  durable 
paper.  Price,  25c. 

Brethren  Publishing  House  .  .  .  Elgin,  Illinois 
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by 
E.  Stanley 
Jones 


TheWaV 


THE    WAY 


ABUNDANT 
LIVING 


The  Way  To 

POWER    AND 

POISE 


A      devotional 
writer   who   is   a 
favorite  with  many 
thousands    of    mature 
and     developing     Chris- 
tians, E.  Stanley  Jones  has 
been  instrumental  in  leading 
their  thinking  into  channels  that 
are    constructive    and    Christ-cen- 
tered.   These  three  books  will  help 
you  to  grow  in  the  spiritual  life.   Each 
contains  one  page  of  devotional  reading 
for  each  day  in  the  year.   The  price  of  each 
is  $1.25. 


Brethren    Publishing  House 


Elgin,    Illinois 


ness  on  our  building  project.  In  both  of 
these  projects  the  men's  and  women's 
groups  participated  jointly.  The  Sunday- 
school  children  sent  several  washcloth 
packets  to  school  children  overseas.  The 
young  people  had  a  soap  project  and  the 
women  sent  new  dress  material  packages 
and  gathered  used  clothing  for  relief. 
There  are  several  DP  families  in  our  com- 
munity, one  of  whom  lives  in  our  own 
congregation.  We  observed  our  fall  com- 
munion on  Nov.  12.  Bro.  Mentzer  of  the 
Back  Creek  congregation.  Pa.,  presided  at 
both  the  preparatory  and  love  feast  serv- 
ices. During  the  winter  our  pastor  con- 
ducted a  Bible  study  and  forum  in  the 
evenings  after  the  young  people's  meetings. 


The  children  presented  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  Christmas  morning  during  the 
worship  hour. — Esther  V.  McCormick, 
Highfield,  Md. 

Minnesota 

Lewiston. — Six  women  of  our  congrega- 
tion attended  the  regional  meeting  at  Min- 
neapolis. Thanksgiving  services  were  con- 
ducted by  our  young  people.  The  collec- 
tion amounted  to  $58.15  and  was  given  to 
general  missions.  Pieces  for  peace  were 
dedicated  by  the  women  of  the  church  on 
Nov.  6.  The  speaker  for  our  worship  was 
Harl  Russell  of  Elgin,  111.  An  all-day  meet- 
ing was  held  by  the  women  to  pack  relief 
clothing  for  Brethren  Service.    Grease  was 


If  you  have  wondered 

— why  ministers  love  their  work  de- 
spite its  many  problems 

— why  a  minister's  wife  is  so  impor- 
tant in  the  church's  life 

— why  a  minister's  children  have  pe- 
culiar problems  to  face 

— what  life  looks  like  from  the  van- 
tage point  of  a  Brethren  parsonage 


Then  you  should  read 
WHITHER    THOU    GOEST 

a   novel   by   Ruth   B.    Statler 


In  this  delightful  and  sparkling  story  is  a  fascinating  account 
of  the  pastoral  experiences  of  John  and  Mary  Jane  Keller, 
who  were  Church  of  the  Brethren  pastors  during  the  period 
including  and  between  the  two  world  wars.  It  will  help  you 
answer  these  and  many  other  questions  about  the  life  and 
work  of  the  minister,  and  will  increase  your  understanding 
of  your  church.   Price,  $2.50. 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


also  collected.  On  Dec.  11  Bro.  Ray  Zook, 
district  fieldman  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  spoke 
for  us  in  the  evening.  The  junior  depart- 
ment of  our  Sunday  school  contributed  ten 
dollars  for  the  Brethren  Service  bicycle 
fund.  Word  was  received  from  Russell 
Eisenbise  of  Austria  that  our  gift  package 
for  a  boy  had  been  received.  All  depart- 
ments of  the  church  took  part  in  our  pro- 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  426.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
help  on  Kansas  beef  cattle  farm.  $140  or 
more  according  to  ability.  Dwelling,  chick- 
en house  and  milk  furnished.  Three- 
fourths  mile  from  church.  Write:  O.  F. 
McGonigle,  Nickerson,  Kansas. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  V2  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write:  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  In  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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two  weeks'  revival  at  Bassett,  Bro.  J.  W. 
Hess  of  our  own  congregation  and  Bro. 
Marshall  R.  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater  College 
supplied  the  pulpit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland 
Wampler  presented  a  program  of  pictures. 
The  women's  organization  served  a  turkey 
and  ham  supper  on  Nov.  9,  the  results  of 
which  netted  about  $380.  This  will  be 
placed  in  the  building  fund  to  be  used  to- 
ward the  equipment  of  the  new  church 
kitchen.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  13  we 
were  privileged  to  have  as  our  guest  speak- 
er Dr.  Eddy  Asirvatham,  a  native  of  Mad- 
ras, India,  -who  is  now  professor  of  missions 
and  Christian  international  relations  at 
Boston  University.  The  three  circles  and 
mothers  and  daughters  held  a  joint  meet- 
ing at  the  church  on  Dec.  9  with  Mrs.  An- 
drew McCaskey,  the  director  of  the  Home- 
builders  department,  in  charge  of  the 
program.    Our  father   and   son   week   was 

vr  observed   Dec.    12-18.     On   the   evening   of 
' Dec.  18  the  Christmas  cantata,  The  King 

R    D    or   St  Cometh,  was  presented  by  our  senior  choir 

under   the   direction   of   Bro.    Stinebaugh. 
Zone  State  T'ie  service  was  presented  by  the  children 

on  Christmas  morning  under  the  leadership 
Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       of  Mrs-  Olen  Miller,  director  of  children's 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address.  work/    °n  Christmas  night  the  play,  The 

Empty  Room,  was  presented  by  a  cast  of 

- characters    from    our    congregation.     In   a 

recent  meeting  with  Bro.  Forrest  U.  Groff, 
our  new  church  architect,  the  building 
committee  unanimously  approved  some 
changes  made  by  Bro.  Groff  in  the  plans 
of  our  new  church.  At  a  later  meeting  of 
the  committee  we  decided  to  begin  the  con- 
struction of  our  new  sanctuary  early  in  the 
spring  of  1950. — Ruth  M.  Good,  Harrison- 
burg, Va. 

Hollywood.— On  Oct.  23  Bro.  Paul  Swigart 
and  his  family  were  with  us.  Bro.  Swigart 
brought  the  morning  message.  Oct.  30  was 
our  harvest  home-coming  day  with  Bro.  W. 
E.  Cunningham  and  his  son  of  Waynesboro 
as  our  guest  speakers  both  morning  and 
afternoon.  On  Nov.  6  Bro.  David  Nolley  of 
Nokesville  preached  for  us.  We  observed 
our  communion  service  on  Nov.  20  with 
Bro.  Paul  Swigart  presiding.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  his  daughter  and 
a  friend.  On  Dec.  1  Bro.  Howard  Alley  was 
with  us  and  showed  pictures  of  his  work 
in  India.  Bro.  G.  W.  Beahm  of  Nokesville 
preached  for  us  on  Dec.  4  and  18. — Marian 
E.  Quann,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Moscow.  — Our  one-week  evangelistic 
service  was  held  by  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  of 
Myersville,  Md.  As  a  result  eight  young 
people  were  baptized.  Our  church  is  happy 
to  have  a  German  young  man  going  to 
high  school.  The  Christmas  program  of  the 
church  was  presented  on  Dec.  23.  Our 
Thanksgiving  offering  for  missions  a- 
mounted  to  seventy  dollars.  Our  ladies'  aid 
society  elected  new  officers  at  a  recent 
meeting.  Our  sacrificial  offering  for  this 
year  was  $54.25.  We  are  also  sending  an 
additional  offering  for  missions. — Mary  C. 
Harper,  Mt.  Solon,  Va. 


gram  on  Christmas  Day.  Rev.  Albert 
Mickle  preached  for  us.  Contributions 
amounted  to  fifty-four  dollars. — Mrs.  Wil- 
liam E.  Wright,  Utica,  Minn. 

Missouri 
Mountain  Grove. — Since  our  last  report, 
our  Sunday  school  chartered  a  school  bus 
one  Sunday  and  drove  to  Poplar  Bluff, 
where  we  were  guests  of  the  Negro  Bap- 
tist Church.  We  had  charge  of  the  morn- 
ing worship  services.  The  morning  mes- 
sage was  delivered  by  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins, 
our  pastor.  After  the  services  we  were 
served  a  fine  dinner  by  our  colored  breth- 
ren in  their  church  basement.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  they  returned  the  visit  and 
their  pastor,  Bro.  White,  delivered  the  mes- 
sages. Their  choir  also  rendered  some  spe- 
cial musical  numbers.  We  served  them 
dinner  at  our  church.  We  hope  to  make 
this  an  annual  affair.  We  regret  that  the 
Vance  Harris  family  has  moved  out  of  our 
district.  However,  we  are  happy  for  the 
return  of  the  Lee  Thornhill  family,  who 
are  also  splendid  workers  in  the  church. 
Our  council  meeting  was  held  with  our 
elder,  Alva  C.  Fike,  in  charge.  Mrs.  Le- 
Roy  Riley  was  elected  Messenger  corres- 
pondent and  Bro.  Adkins  was  elected  elder. 
— Mrs.  LeRoy  Riley,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo. 

Oklahoma 
Barllesville. — We  were  happy  to  have 
Bro.  Albert  Williams,  district  fieldman  of 
Thomas,  and  Bro.  Kenneth  Thralls,  district 
financial  secretary  of  Billings,  visit  us  in 
December.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Elmer  John- 
son, his  wife  and  his  granddaughter  visited 
relatives  in  Northwest  Kansas  the  week 
preceding  regional  conference  and  repre- 
sented us  at  the  conference  at  McPherson, 
Kansas,  in  November.  The  church  has 
shipped  more  than  100  pounds  of  used 
clothing  for  overseas  relief  Huring  the  past 
few  months  and  has  another  collection 
about  ready  for  shipment.  The  women's 
work  group  have  had  a  prosperous  year 
and,  as  a  result,  the  church  is  enabled  to 
start  the  new  year  debt  free.  Plans  have 
been  made  and  arrangements  are  being 
completed  for  our  revival  in  the  spring.  We 
expect  to  have  Bro.  D.  D.  Harner  and  his 
wife  as  the  speakers  beginning  March  27 
and  closing  on  Easter  Sunday.  Our  church 
is  co-operating  with  the  other  churches  of 
the  city  in  a  city-wide  religious  survey  on 
Feb.  5.  Our  attendance,  interest  and  offer- 
ings have  been  very  good  during  the  fall 
and  the  holiday  season.  During  the  past 
few  weeks  we  have  been  holding  our  mid- 
week prayer  meetings  in  the  homes.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  having  visitors 
from  McPherson  College  on  Jan.  15,  when 
they  will  furnish  a  guest  minister  and   a 


quartet.  At  the  morning  service  we  will 
have  a  mortgage-burning  ceremony,  a  bas- 
ket lunch  and  Christian  fellowship  at  the 
noon  hour. — Mrs.  E.  F.  Johnson,  Bartles- 
ville,  Okla. 

Virginia 

Concord. — We  held  a  week's  revival 
meeting  with  Bro.  Loyd  Gochenour  as  the 
evangelist.  Four  new  members  were  added 
to  the  church.  Our  church  was  host  to  the 
South  River  district  Sunday-school  conven- 
tion. Our  last  council  meeting  was  held 
Oct.  2  with  Bro.  Boyd  Cupp,  our  new  elder, 
presiding.  We  elected  church  officers.  We 
are  happy  to  report  a  very  active  ladies' 
aid  society.  Extensive  repair  work  was 
done  on  the  church  building  and  the  ladies' 
aid  contributed  toward  the  expenses.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  the  first  Sunday  of 
November  with  Bro.  Boyd  Cupp  presiding, 
assisted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  Figgers. 
— Frances  Heslep,  Fairfield,  Va. 

Harrisonburg. — We  observed  our  com- 
munion service  on  World  Communion  Sun- 
day with  Ora  DeLauter,  director  of  minis- 
try and  home  missions  of  the  Southeastern 
Region,  leading  us  in  our  meditations.  Our 
annual  home-coming  and  rally  day  was  cli- 
maxed by  an  old-fashioned  hymn  sing  in 
the  evening  under  the  leadership  of  Bro. 
Galen  Stinebaugh.  Through  the  efforts  of 
the  men's  service  club,  the  B-Z  class  and 
Bro.  C.  S.  Munday,  for  his  donation  of 
crushed  stone,  the  church  grounds  have 
been  very  much  improved  by  grading  and 
providing  more  parking  space.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  our  pastor,  who  was  conducting  a 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  month  Club  selection  for  March 

THE    ATONING    LIFE 

by   Henry    Sylvester   Nash 

Is  the  atoning  life  of  which  Christ  was  the  Great  Exemplar 
attainable  in  this  present  world  and  by  ordinary  people  like 
ourselves?  This  book,  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Book  for  Lent, 
is  both  a  powerful  argument  that  it  is  a  possible  attainment 
and  a  ray  of  light  showing  the  path  to  be  taken. 

Copies  of  The  Atoning  Life  will  be  mailed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month 
Club  on  March  10. 

Regular  price,  $1.00;  price  to  Brethren  ministers,  80  cents 
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ANDREW  met  the  Lord  and  something  happened  inside  of  him  which  had  never  hap- 
pened before.   He  had  met  the  Messiah  face  to  face.   To  him  this  was  good  news, 
the  best  in  the  world. 

Good  news  demands  telling.    And  whom  should  he  tell  but  his  brother?   Straight- 
way Andrew  brought  Peter  to  Christ. 

Most  of  us  are  very  eager  to  tell  good  news  to  our  brothers.  But  sometimes  we  find 
it  hard  to  tell  them  this  best-of-all  newsf  news  of  the  Christ  whom  we  have  met. 

With  our  words  and  by  our  lives  we  should  tell  it.  Our  brothers  want  to  know.   The 
vor/d  needs  to  know.   The  world  can  know  if  each  of  us  will  tell  his  brother. 
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Colleen  Townsend,  twenty  years 
old,  has  renounced  a  Hollywood  ca- 
reer for  church  work.  She  plans  to 
enter  a  theological  school  and  train 
as  a  foreign  missionary  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Dr.  Joseph  Fort  Newton,  who  in 

1939  was  voted  one  of  the  five  fore- 
most Protestant  ministers  in  the 
United  States,  died  recently  at  his 
home  near  Philadelphia.  He  was  the 
author  of  thirty  books  on  historical 
and  religious  subjects. 

Shamaldharee  Lall  of  India  has 
been  appointed  as  a  new  assistant 
secretary-general  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. Having  served  his  government 
since  1946  as  secretary  to  the  min- 
istry of  labor,  Mr.  Lall  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  department  of  confer- 
ence and  general  services  of  the  U.N. 

More  than  a  million  and  a  half  cop- 
ies of  the  UN  text  of  the  Declaration 
of  Human  Rights  have  been  pub- 
lished, in  poster,  folder  and  booklet 
form  in  the  five  official  languages, 
since  it  was  proclaimed  on  Dec.  10, 
1948.  In  addition,  texts  prepared  or 
approved  by  the  authorities  have 
been  collected  in  Burmese,  Danish, 
Esperanto,  Finnish,  German,  Greek, 
Iranian,  Irish,  Japanese,  Macedoni- 
an,' Norwegian,  Portuguese,  Serbo- 
Croatian,  Sinhalese,  Slovene,  Swed- 
ish, Tagalog  and  Turkish.  Human 
rights  has  been  the  theme  of  radio 
programs  in  many  countries.  (UN 
Bulletin) 


The  Mexican  ministry  of  home  af- 
fairs, disturbed  by  the  effects  of  al- 
coholism on  the  public  health,  has 
asked  radio  stations  not  to  broadcast 
liquor  advertisements.  The  headway 
made  by  the  government's  campaign 
to  reduce  the  consumption  of  pulque 
by  fostering  the  use  of  soft  drinks 
is  being  threatened  by  high-pressure 
advertising. 

Clarence  Pickett,  for  twenty  years 
executive  secretary  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  will  re- 
tire April  1,  though  he  will  remain 
in  a  consultative  capacity.  Succeed- 
ing him  is  Lewis  Hoskins,  who  has 
been  the  committee's  director  of  per- 
sonnel. The  committee  has  a  full- 
time  staff  of  500  paid  and  volunteer 
workers. 

Eight   hundred   alcoholics   in  two 

years  have  been  rehabilitated  by  the 
New  York  welfare  department's 
bureau  of  alcoholic  therapy.  For 
every  dollar  spent  this  reclamation 
of  chronic  drinkers  has  saved  the 
city  ten  dollars  in  the  annual  costs 
of  alcoholism  in  courts,  jails,  hos- 
pitals and  welfare  payments.  At 
Bridge  House,  which  is  operated  as 
the  rehabilitation  center,  a  staff  of 
therapists  seek  to  restore  the  exces- 
sive drinker  to  productive  living 
through  lectures  and  personal  coun- 
seling. It  is  estimated  that  sixty-six 
per  cent  of  those  entering  are  re- 
turned to  a  productive  life  after  a 
year  of  treatment. 


It's  Bad  All  the  Way  Around 


Here's  the  story  of  a  seventeen- 
year-old  boy  who  suffocated  his 
cousin  after  a  drinking  party  involv- 
ing teen  agers.  He  tried  to  sober  his 
companion  up  by  beating  him  but 
that  never  works.  In  the  fight  the 
boy  on  top  held  his  hands  on  the 
victim's  throat  and  nose  to  make 
him  "give  up."  He  died. 

Why  did  this  boy  drink?  Possibly 
he  read  about  drinking  by  "big 
shots."  He  saw  drinking  in  the  mov- 
ies—drinking by  very  attractive  peo- 
ple in  very  attractive  homes.  He 
picked  up  a  magazine  from  your 
table  and  saw  a  "Man  of  Distinction" 
advertisement  which,  by  suggestion, 
connected  the  customs  of  drinking 
with  success,  wealth  and  power. 
Perhaps  he  saw  a  "Home  Life  in 
America"  series  depicting  the  use  of 
beer  as  harmless  and  a  way  of  enjoy- 
ing one's  self  with  friends. 


How  about  your  daughter?  She 
told  her  mother  last  night  that  she 
had  to  have  a  "cocktail  gown." 
What  is  the  suggestion  there?  Her 
mother  yesterday  bought  a  "cocktail 
table."  Do  you  have  a  bar  in  your 
basement?  If  your  girl  gets  to  drink- 
ing, you  may  some  day  be  face  to 
face  with  an  emergency  which  will 
be  utterly  shocking  to  you.  Proba- 
bly in  your  wildest  imaginings,  you 
simply  could  not  have  pictured  your 
daughter  in  such  a  situation.  It 
won't  mean  she  is  a  bad  girl  either; 
it  will  just  mean  she  was  caught  in 
a  bad  situation  and  may  be  the  vic- 
tim of  a  bad  custom  promoted  by  a 
bad  traffic. 

What  is  your  responsibility  in  this 
connection  anyway?  Make  up  your 
mind,  brother,  and  do  it  while  your 
feet  are  warm  and  your  head  is  cool. 
— The  Clipsheet. 


Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura  Cottrell  on  stand  in  square  of  Bulsar,  India,  when  more  than  a  thousand  Hindu  and 
Moslem  friends  honored  them  before  their  departure  for  America 


India   Honors 


Missionary  Doctors 


THE  sun  was  already  low  in 
the  sky  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  December  5, 
as  we  Bulsar  missionaries  piled 
into  the  mission  jeep  and  started 
for  the  square  of  our  city.  We 
had  been  invited,  along  with  oth- 
er citizens  of  Bulsar,  to  do  honor 
to  Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura  Cot- 
trell, who  were  shortly  to  retire 
after  having  spent  their  mission- 
ary career  as  medical  doctors  in 
Bulsar.  We  arrived  to  find  the 
entire  square  lavishly  done  in 
the  true  Indian  manner — a  plat- 
form built,  the  entire  space  cov- 
ered with  a  canopy,  paper  flags 
and  streamers,  the  supporting 
pillars  decorated  with  banana 
plants,  a  loud-speaker  on  the 
platform,  and  chairs  and  bench- 
es to  seat  hundreds.  Although 
we  were  not  late  in  arriving,  the 
square  was  already  thronged 
with  people  from  all  walks  of 
life,  most  of  them  grateful  for- 
mer patients,  and  we  could  not 


Rachel  Zigler 

Bulsar,  India 


have  found  seats  if  special  chairs 
had  not  been  brought  in  for  us. 
Soon  people  were  standing  all 
around  the  edges  and  those  who 
could  not  get  nearer  were  crowd- 
ed on  a  rise  of  ground  at  one 
side. 

The  program  began  almost  on 
time — this  fact  in  itself  being  a 
gracious  tribute  to  the  Cottrells, 
who  are  known  to  appreciate 
promptness,  for  most  such  func- 
tions I  have  attended  in  India 
have  begun  late.  A  citizen  of 
the  city  whom  the  Cottrells  have 
known  since  he  was  a  high  school 
boy  was  made  honorary  chair- 
man, and  the  speechmaking  be- 
gan. While  many  Christian  peo- 
ple were  present,  the  program 
was  arranged  by  non-Christians, 
and  as  far  as  I  know  no  Chris- 
tian person  had  any  part  in  plan- 


ning or  carrying  it  out.  A  well- 
known  doctor  of  the  city  sent  his 
comfortable  car  to  bring  the 
guests  of  honor,  not  even  leaving 
this  for  the  mission  staff  to  ar- 
range. One  after  another,  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Bulsar 
spoke  of  their  appreciation  and 
gratitude,  some  of  them  being 
fellow  doctors  who  had  found 
the  Cottrells  always  ready  to  co- 
operate and  help.  The  speeches 
were  interspersed  with  songs 
and  Indian  folk  dances  given  by 
the  girls  from  the  local  high 
school.  At  the  closej  the  guests 
of  honor  were  garlanded  and 
presented  with  a  silver  casket 
mounted  with  a  silver  statue  of 
Gandhiji,  with  a  carved  cross  on 
one  side  and  the  symbolic  In- 
dian wheel  or  chakra  on  the  oth- 
er. At  the  same  time  they  were 
given  a  satin  scroll  inscribed 
with  a  letter  of  appreciation  and 
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honor.  Flowers  were  then  pre- 
sented to  certain  other  guests, 
including  the  missionaries  pres- 
ent. 

This  occasion  was,  as  far  as  I 
know,  unique  for  the  city  of  Bul- 
sar.  Although  Christians  have 
lived  in  Bulsar  for  many  years — 
there  was  a  Christian  cemetery 
here  when  the  Stovers  first  came 
— and    our    mission    has    been 


villages  to  serve  people  whom 
Hindus  regard  as  little  above  ani- 
mals. Truly  these  Christian  mis- 
sionaries make  men  of  such  peo- 
ple." Both  of  these  statements 
brought  forth  hearty  applause 
from  the  audience.  Several  men- 
tioned the  cross  and  chakra  sym- 
bols on  the  casket,  as  represent- 
ing the  interrelation  of  India  and 
America    (God   grant   that   the 


knowing  they  would  not  see  their 
faces  again  this  side  of  heaven. 
As  one  man  said,  most  of  the 
Christians  in  Bulsar  under  thir- 
ty-five years  of  age  had  been 
born  under  the  ministry  of  Dr. 
Laura,  and  many  throughout  the 
whole  mission  area  and  almost 
all  of  the  Christians  had  received 
their  care  at  one  time  or  another. 
Dr.  Laura  said,  "It  is  different 


working  here  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  yet  the  city  as  a  whole 
has  seemed  to  stand  aloof  and  to 
regard  the  Christian  community 
as  outsiders.  But  in  this  meeting 
there  was  the  warmest  personal 
regard  expressed,  and  speaker 
after  speaker  testified  to  the 
spirit  of  selfless  service  that  they 
had  seen  in  the  lives  of  these 
doctors,  who  had  gone  into  every 
type  of  home  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  had  taken  care  of 
cases  which  other  doctors  had 
given  up  as  hopeless,  had  given 
without  counting  the  cost  in  en- 
ergy or  time,  and  through  it  all 
had  shown  a  spirit  which  every- 
one had  to  recognize  as  coming 
from  contact  with  Christ.  One 
man  stated,  "I  have  not  been 
much  in  favor  of  Christian  evan- 
gelism, but  if  Christianity  pro- 
duces men  like  Dr.  Cottrell,  then 
it  must  be  a  true  religion."  An- 
other said,  "I  myself  have  seen 
them  go  from  hut  to  hut  in  the 
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cross  be  the  true  symbol  of 
America!)  and  as  the  two  em- 
bodying the  highest  ideals  of  the 
revered  Gandhi ji.  This  occasion 
was  not  only  a  tribute  to  the  Cot- 
trells  personally,  but  to  Chris- 
tian missions  as  well.  There  can 
be  no  better  witness  for  Christ 
than  lives,  through  which  the 
non-Christian  community  can 
see  his  spirit  shining  forth.  It 
was  evident  that  the  people  of 
Bulsar  recognized  that  it  is  from 
Christ  that  the  strength  and 
grace  to  serve  in  this  way  have 
come.  Also  evident  was  the  fact 
that,  whatever  the  present  atti- 
tude of  India  toward  Christ,  and 
toward  active  evangelistic  ef- 
forts, she  is  grateful  for  unselfish 
Christian  service  in  his  name. 

Many  of  those  present  were 
those  who  had  themselves  been 
born  at  the  hospital,  and  had 
known  the  doctors  from  child- 
hood. They  were  truly  sorry  to 
see  them  go  from  India,  but  the 
Christian  community  were  espe- 
cially grieved  to  see  them  go, 


Left:  The  Bombay  fellowship  at 
the  H.  Spenser  Minnich  home. 
Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura  Cottrell 
are  toward  left  of  next  to  back  row. 
To  the  left  and  right  of  them  are1 
Kankubai  and  G.  E.  Satvedi 

Below:    The  Cottrells  on  the  ship 
just  before  leaving  Bombay 


when  we  part  from  the  Chris- 
tians. We  hope  to  see  them  again 
on  the  other  side."  I  am  sure  that 
their  hearts  are  sad  for  their 
many  non  -  Christian  friends 
whom  they  served  so  well  and 
yet  whom  they  were  not  able  to 
lead  all  the  way  to  the  feet  of 
the  Christ,  whom  they  have 
loved  and  served  and  who  has 
guided  them  through  all  these 
years. 


EDITORIAL 


To-day's  Youth  Are  Better 

THOSE  of  us  who  are  be- 
coming older  sometimes 
look  at  our  youth  with  some- 
thing of  envy.  In  the  language 
of  the  day  we  may  say,  "What 
do  they  have  that  we  ain't  got!" 
They  have  an  urge  to  do. 

Youth  seem  to  be  bubbling 
over  with  boundless  energy. 
They  expend  themselves  through 
long  hours,  rest  a  bit  and  are 
ready  to  expend  themselves 
again.  Sitting  still  is  more  ex- 
hausting to  them  than  hard 
work.  They  do  not  want  to  re- 
main static.  They  want  to  be  a 
part  of  change.  They  are  filled 
with  an  irrepressible  urge  to  do 
something. 
They  have  boundless  energy. 

The  old  traditions  are  not  in- 
violable to  them.  Habits  of  long 
standing  do  not  control  them. 
Their  energy  thrusts  them  in 
where  angels  fear  to  tread  and 
they  do  not  even  discover  that 
angels  fear  to  tread  there.  They 
have  an  irrepressible  urge  to  do 
and  boundless  energy  to  expend. 
They  are  willing  to  learn. 

They  do  not  enter  upon  their 
tasks  with  preconceived  ideas 
concerning  how  they  should  be 
done.  They  are  willing  to  try 
new  methods.  If  one  method 
fails,  they  are  willing  to  try  an- 
other. Their  minds  are  not  set 
to  execute  old  ideas  but  to  dis- 
cover new  ones.  They  are  will- 
ing to  advance  step  by  step  along 
the  highway  of  achievement. 
They  are  willing  to  grow. 

They  are  devoted  to  God. 

Many  things  are  said  concern- 
ing the  waywardness  of  this  gen- 
eration. In  actual  fact  they  are 
as  devoted  to  worship  and  to  God 
as  any  generation  which  the 
church  has  ever  produced. 
Among  the  Brethren  this  gen- 
eration is  likely  far  more  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  God  than 
were   some   of   the   generations 


which  the  church  has  produced. 
The  youth  of  the  Brethren  are 
not  interested  in  holding  the 
church  back,  but  in  guiding  it 
courageously  forward.  The  at- 
tributes which  they  have  are  ex- 
cellent. Through  these  God  can 
•  work.  The  future  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  can  be  more 
glorious  through  the  consecrated 
devotion  and  service  of  the  youth 
of  today  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  Let  us  stand  by  our 
youth  and  let  us  pray  that  God 
may  use  them  mightily  through 
the  days  and  years  of  the  future. 


The  Personality  of  a  Church 

SOCIOLOGISTS  have  deter- 
mined recently  that  when  a 
husband  and  a  wife  are  liv- 
ing together  happily,  they  have 
a  personality  which  is  their  per- 
sonality. This  personality  is 
different  from  the  personality  of 
either  of  them  separately.  It  is 
much  more  than  a  merging  or 
a  leveling  off  of  the  two  person- 
alities as  they  have  come  to- 
gether. The  sociologists  insist 
that  it  cannot  be  regarded  other 
than  as  a  new  personality  quite 
distinct  from  and  bigger  than 
the  personalities  of  either  of 
them  singly;  that  it  is  a  third 
personality  in  the  partnership. 

Each  marriage  partner  con- 
tinues to  have  his  own  person- 
ality. These  personalities  should 
have  been  modified  and  made 
more  attractive  by  the  marriage 
relationship.  These  personali- 
ties are  important.  But  more 
important  than  either  of  these 
is  the  third  personality,  the  per- 
sonality of  the  marriage  or  the 
home.  Sociologists  say  that  if 
the  home  is  to  be  happy  then 
attention  must  be  given  to  this 
third  personality. 

In  similar  manner  an  oper- 
ating, progressive  church  seems 
to  have  a  personality  of  its  own. 


This  personality  is  not  the  per- 
sonality of  the  minister  or  the 
elder  or  even  a  combined  and 
leveled-off  merging  of  the  per- 
sonalities of  all  the  membership. 
The  personality  of  the  church  is 
more  than  all  of  that  put  togeth- 
er. It  is  a  new  personality  which 
has  grown  up  and  comes  to  be 
known  as  the  personality  or  the 
character  of  the  church. 

The  people  of  the  community 
come  to  know  the  personality  of 
the  church  in  their  midst.  They 
speak  of  the  church  almost  as  if 
it  were  a  person;  as  if  it  could  be 
seen  and  have  its  hand  shaken. 

When  an  individual  from  a 
church  which  has  a  personality 
is  engaged  in  business  or  in  con- 
versation with  other  people  they 
tend  to  rate  him  by  the  person- 
ality of  his  church.  If  the  per- 
sonality of  his  church  is  more 
beautiful  than  his  own  then  the 
personality  of  his  church  lifts 
him  and  gives  him  a  status 
which  he  would  not  have. 

This  happens  in  many  Breth- 
ren churches;  such  churches  are 
a  blessing  to  each  individual 
member. 

In  other  churches,  the  person- 
ality of  the  church  may  be  un- 
inviting; its  members  may  be 
bickering,  devisive,  nonco-oper- 
ative.  When  this  is  true,  then 
the  personality  of  the  church 
detracts  from  and  pulls  down 
the  personality  of  each  individ- 
ual who  belongs  to  it.  When 
people  meet  members  of  that 
church,  even  if  they  do  not  know 
them,  they  think  less  of  them 
than  they  should,  for  the  church 
personality  has  pulled  them 
down. 

Let  us  give  attention  to  the 
building  of  beautiful  personali- 
ties for  ourselves,  our  churches 
and  our  homes.  In  each  case 
they  should  be  representative 
of  the  spirit  of  Christ. 
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What  Makes  a  House 
a  Home? 

17.  Hobbies 

HOBBIES  can  be  devices  for 
growth.  Perhaps  the  moth- 
er collects  bells.  The  son 
takes  photographs.  The  daugh- 
ter collects  Madonnas.  The  fath- 
er collects  coins  and  stamps  and 
canes.  Each  smaller  child  can 
begin  a  collection. 

Occasionally,  all  of  them  do 
carving  together,  or  mount  pic- 
tures together  or  study  together 
the  intricacies  of  one  or  the  oth- 
er of  their  hobbies.  Their  edu- 
cation enlarges  with  their  hob- 
bies. Each  knows  something  he 
can  tell  the  others  which  they 
had  not  known.  They  share  in- 
formation; they  grow  together. 

Hobbies  can  take  many  forms. 
They  can  be  individual  or  they 
can  be  mutual.  They  can  add 
spice  to  individual  living  and  to 
family  life. 

Hobbies  are  ways  of  sharing 
and  ways  of  growing.  What 
makes  a  house  a  home?  Hobbies 
can  help! 


Christianity  Is  Growing 

SOON  after  the  Revolutionary 
War  a  census  was  made  of 
the  Christians  in  this  coun- 
try. The  finding  was  that  about 
twenty  per  cent  were  members 
of  a  church;  eighty  per  cent  were 
not.  After  about  another  centu- 
ry, another  census  revealed  that 
about  a  third  of  the  population 
of  this  country  were  members 
of  the  Christian  church;  the  oth- 
er two  thirds  were  not. 

A  recent  survey  has  revealed 
that  now  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States 
more  than  one  half  of  its  people 
claim  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

This  is  not  quite  the  way  we 
usually  hear  it.  We  usually  hear 
that  the  country  is  getting  worse 
and  worse,  that  there  is  less  and 
less  interest  in  the  church  and 
the  Christian  program.  Some- 
how it  is  easy  for  us  to  look  on 
the  dark  side. 

Let  us  not  believe  that  things 
are  dark  and  beyond  hope,  when 
this  may  be  only  the  dawn.  The 
sun  may  be  coming  up. 


Thinking   About   the    News 


Chain  Reactions  and 
Suicide 

SEVERAL  years  ago  President 
Roosevelt  faced  the  question: 
"Shall  we  or  shall  we  not  make 
an  atomic  bomb?"  He  decided  yes. 
Thus,  the  processes  of  atomic  fission, 
.from  the  very  first,  were  set  in  the 
direction  of  destruction  rather  than 
(helpfulness. 

The  next  questions  followed  quick- 
Sly.  Shall  we  use  it?  If  so,  where? 
The  scientists  did  not  agree.  One 
group  said:  "Let's  not  use  it  at  all; 
no  good  can  come  from  wholesale 
murder."  A  second  group  said: 
"Let's  warn  Japan  that  we  have  it; 
let  the  world  send  scientific  observ- 
ers and  let  us  drop  it  on  an  uninhab- 
ited island  somewhere.  If  Japan  does 
not  then  surrender,  we  can  drop  it  on 
them  after  this  warning."  The  third 
group  of  scientists  said,  "Let's  drop  it 


6 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


without  warning  on  a  Japanese  city." 

President  Truman  made  the  deci- 
sion. Hiroshima  was  the  result. 

Time  has  moved  on.  Again  we  are 
at  step  number  one  in  a  similar  chain 
reaction  of  events.  Science  has 
learned  how  to  make  a  bomb  not  of 
fission  but  of  fusion.  They  call  it  the 
H-bomb,  and  they  claim  it  can  be  a 
hundred  or  a  thousand  times  as  de- 
structive as  the  atomic  bomb.  Its 
construction  will  involve  large  ex- 
penditures. 

For  a  while  the  papers  were  full  of 
pros  and  cons  about  the  H-bomb. 
Some  said,  "Build  it.  Since  'our  ene- 
mies' will,  there  is  no  other  possible 
course  we  can  follow." 

Others  thought  differently.  The 
Protestant  Episcopal  Weekly  pro- 
posed that  a  representative  citizens' 
committee  composed  of  men  and 
women  of  industry,  labor,  science, 
education  and  religion  be  called  from 
across  the  nation  to  "study  this  prob- 
lem in  all  its  ramifications  and  to  ad- 
vise with  the  President  of  the  United 


States  before  any  fateful  decision  is 
made.  This  is  not  just  a  question  of 
national  security,  important  as  that 
is.  It  is  a  question  of  the  survival  of 
the  human  race.  This  question  of  the 
H-bomb's  manufacture  must  not  be 
answered  in  secret  sessions  of  mili- 
tary and  diplomatic  officials,  not 
even  by  a  single  government." 

These  sentiments  were  transmitted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  an  open  letter.  Certain  military 
officials  also  indicated  to  him  their 
serious  questionings  as  to  whether 
such  a  bomb  would  add  to  our  na- 
tional security.  Jewish  rabbis  and 
Christian  leaders  pleaded  against  its 
manufacture.  Senator  McMahon  pro- 
posed that  we  embark  on  a  serious 
peace  crusade  instead  and  prepare  to 
spend  fifty  billion  dollars  if  neces- 
sary to  make  it  succeed. 

In  spite  of  all  this  the  President 
gave  orders  for  the  bomb  to  be  man- 
ufactured. 

Several  interesting  observations 
can  be  made  at  this  point. 

a.  This  decision  has  grown  out  of 
fear  and  mistrust.  It  is  the  very  kind 
of  thing  the  Russian  leaders  need  to 
keep  their  people  in  trembling  fear 
of  us.  We  cannot  now  appeal  over 
the  heads  of  their  leaders  to  the  Rus- 
sian people. 

b.  Turning  our  inventive  abilities 
and  a  large  amount  of  our  resources 
over  to  destructive  aims  cripples  our 
good  intentions.  No  outstanding  con- 
structive device  has  yet  come  out  of 
the  forces  of  atomic  fission  even 
though  the  scientists  tell  us  that  in- 
finite good  would  result  if  they  were 
free  to  work  constructively.  Is  it 
henceforth  to  be  that  way  with  most 
of  our  discoveries  and  inventions? 

c.  In  all  of  the  recent  pages  of  dis- 
cussion of  the  H-bomb  there  was  se- 
rious reference  to  the  possibility  of 
having  the  UN  outlaw  or  control  all 
atomic  weapons  whether  fission  >or 
fusion.  This  seems  so  obviously  the 
only  sensible  thing  to  do  that  it  is 
amazing  the  world  leaders  cannot 
discover  ways  to  do  it. 

d.  Neither  was  there  any  discus- 
sion of  the  morality  of  world-wide 
annihilation  of  innocent  peoples  and 
of  cultural  developments.  Surely  our 
diplomats,  scientists  and  world  lead- 
ers must  be  conscious  of  such  moral 
issues.  If  they  are  not  the  effective- 
ness of  the  teaching  program  of  our 
churches  up  to  now  is  open  to  serious 
questioning! 

To  bomb  or  not  to  bomb — there  are 
many  ramifications  to  such  a  ques- 
tion. What  nation  among  us  has  suf- 
ficient courage  and  enough  Christi- 
anity to  offer  saving  leadership  from 
international  suicide? 


The    Moderator's    Column 

Why  Do  We  Observe  Lent? 

Charles  C.   Ellis 

Huntingdon,   Pennsylvania 


THIS  is  a  question  that  might 
not  occur  to  any  one  to 
whom  the  observance  has 
become  customary.  However,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
a  Scriptural  observance,  and  that 
historically  it  seems  to  have  no 
official  sanction  prior  to  the 
Council  of  Nicea  in  the  year  325, 
perhaps  the  question  may  not  be 
amiss.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  not 
all  the  Protestant  churches  con- 
tinued the  observance  after  the 


Reformation,  and  the  historians 
of  our  own  denomination  cer- 
tainly do  not  indicate  that  our 
brethren  gave  it  any  considera- 
tion. 

Lent  seems  to  have  been  ob- 
served always  as  a  period  of  fast- 
ing. It  grew  out  of  an  observance 
which  seems  to  have  sprung  up 
after  the  days  of  the  apostles. 
This  was  a  literal  fasting  for 
forty  hours  from  Good  Friday 
afternoon  until  Easter  morning. 


THINKING  OF  GOD 


Glen  Weimer 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

God's  love  is  a  joyous,  giving  love. 

God  pressed  the  world  to  his  heart  in  the  giving  of  Jesus. 

God  has  defined  his  love  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  Jesus  traces  in 
a  life  of  tears  and  joy  the  life  of  God. 

God  has  outlined  his  gracious  will  in  the  living  of  Jesus. 

God  summons  every  person  to  live  Christ,  to  walk  in  his  steps 
today.  Fellowship  with  Jesus  is  a  matter  of  the  spirit,  of 
letting  God  use  one's  life  to  the  limit,  of  allowing  God  to 
turn  life  into  creative  love.  Fellowship  with  Jesus  means 
standing  with  those  in  trouble,  opening  doors  of  new  life 
to  the  frustrated,  setting  free  the  sin  bound,  encouraging 
the  downcast,  upbearing  the  wounded  to  the  healing  hand 
of  God,  lifting  the  cup  of  water  to  fevered  lips,  handing  the 
loaf  of  bread  to  the  hungry,  easing  the  pain  of  the  sick 
and  lonely.  Such  is  the  meaning  of  walking  with  Jesus 
today- 
God  will  not  honor  a  vague,  undefined,  blurred,  static  disciple- 
ship.  God  requires  hearts  that  throb  with  the  Master's 
spirit  of  travail  for  a  new  world  and  a  new  race  of  men. 

As  a  rainbow  newly  formed  stands  out  clearly  in  a  still  dark- 
ened sky,  so  must  the  Master's  followers  evidence  a  radi- 
ant distinctiveness  in  a  darkened  age. 

God  values  man's  moment-by-moment  devotion  to  the  highest, 
man's  hour-by-hour  faithfulness  to  the  healing  and  guiding 
light,  man's  day-by-day  sensitivity  to  human  need. 

God's  love  in  getting  through  one  life  at  a  time  changes  the 
world. 

As  an  artist  imperfectly  paints  a  gorgeous  landscape,  so  is 
everyone's  imitation  of  Jesus. 

O  God,  come  to  each  heart,  and  flood  it  with  the  glory  that 
was  in  Christ,  until  joy  unspeakable,  unconquerable,  fills 
the  soul  and,  overflowing,  passes  on  into  the  joy-hungry 
lives  of  men  and  women. 


Through  varied  modifications  it 
became  at  length  a  forty-day  ob- 
servance, in  which  for  literal 
fasting,  there  was  substituted  the 
refraining  from  the  use  of  meat 
and  the  substitution  of  fish  in- 
stead. 

Except  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  even  this  has  become 
largely  a  dead  letter.  In  fact,  the 
general  observance  of  Lent  has 
lost  much  of  its  significance  as 
a  time  of  penitence  and  self-de- 
nial. With  the  increasing  secu- 
larization of  our  common  life, 
the  frivolities  which  in  an  earlier 
day  were  taboo  during  this  pe- 
riod are  permitted  to  run  their 
usual  course  unhindered. 

There  has  grown  up,  however, 
in  many  Protestant  churches  the 
feeling  that  the  Lenten  season, 
or  at  least  Passion  Week,  is  an 
appropriate  time  to  endeavor  to 
turn  men's  thoughts  to  Christ 
and  the  church.  Many  of  our 
own  pastors  have  come  in  recent 
years  to  share  this  feeling,  and 
doubtless  for  most  of  us  this 
would  probably  be  the  answer 
as  to  why  we  observe  Lent. 

It  will  be  noted  however  that 
this  emphasis  reaches  its  climax 
on  Easter  morning;  and  the  after- 
Easter  slump  is  as  universal  as 
the  pre-Easter  emphasis.  This 
brings  us  to  another  interesting 
question  which  will  be  the  basis 
of  a  later  discussion. 
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THE  COMMUNITY  PLANS 


COMMUNITY  is  becoming  a 
hard -worked,  much  used 
word.  We  now  speak  of 
community  improvement,  com- 
munity co  -  ordination,  school 
community,  church  community 
and  even  world  community. 
Though  we  may  grow  tired  of 
the  word  or  even  be  confused  by 
it,  its  increasing  use  is  a  trend  in 
the  right  direction.  It  shows  we 
are  thinking  of  ourselves  as  a 
unit,  even  across  lines  that  for- 
merly divided  us.  We  are  becom- 
ing conscious  of  the  fact  that  ev- 
erybody lives  in  a  community 
and  that  no  one  can  escape  re- 
sponsibility nor  can  any  be  ex- 
cluded. 

Some  within  a  community  ac- 
cept it  without  much  thought  of 
its  quality.  Others  see  communi- 
ty needs  and  shortcomings,  are 
dissatisfied  and  express  them- 
selves in  ways  such  as  "Why 
don't  they  do  something  about 
it?"  A  third  group  comprise  the 
leaven;  they  see  the  need  and 
say,  "We  are  the  community. 
Let's  get  to  work."  This  group 
may  comprise  only  a  few  inter- 
ested individuals  such  as  minis- 
ters, teachers,  or  civic-minded 
citizens.  Or  it  may  be  a  church, 
Sunday-school  class,  club,  school 
or  any  other  group. 

There  are  some  common  re- 
sponsibilities which  the  whole 
community  can  best  assume,  and 
likewise  some  common  activities 
which  should  include  all  of  the 
community.  Such  may  include 
health  facilities  and  standards, 
delinquency,  recreation  facilities, 
community  cannery,  school 
lunch,  library,  adult  and  family 
educational  and  cultural  facili- 
ties, training  school  for  church 
workers,  farm  co-ops,  cleanup 
campaign,  or  whatever  the  need 
may  be. 
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Foster  M.  Bittinger 

Pastor,  Mill  Creek  Church,  Virginia 


In  a  certain  urban  railroad  and 
mining  community  a  minister  be- 
came concerned  because  there 
were  more  saloons  than  church- 
es, a  rising  delinquency  rate,  and 
not  a  single  desirable  place  for 
respectable  youth  to  go  for  an 
evening  of  fun  and  fellowship; 
there  was  no  adequate  play- 
ground or  park  for  whites  and 
nothing  but  "black  earth"  for 
Negroes. 

He  spoke  of  his  "concern"  to 
some  of  the  ministers,  to  the 
school  principals,  to  the  editors 
of  the  local  paper,  to  the  "Ro- 
tary Club,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  to  others.  It  was 
agreed  to  call  a  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  all  local  churches, 
clubs,  schools,  and  other  organ- 
izations of  the  community.  A 
good  representation  came.  The 
needs  were  presented  and  dis- 
cussed.    Other    meetings    were 


called  with  all  interested  citizens 
attending,  and  at  times  with  out- 
standing speakers  and  counselors 
present.  Out  of  it  came  a  co-or- 
dinated program  of  recreation, 
cultural  development  and  play- 
ground development  for  all 
classes  and  races.  Places  were 
provided  for  family  outings  and 
picnics.  Cleanup  and  beautifi- 
cation  programs  were  started. 
Youth  and  children  were  im- 
pressed with  the  concern  of 
older  folks  for  their  welfare  and 
the  delinquency  rate  declined. 
The  community  continues  to  de- 
velop in  happiness,  wholesome 
living,  and  attractive  desirabil- 
ity. 

In  another  instance,  a  group  of 
church-minded  people,  seeking 
an  overflow  outlet,  discovered 
some  eroded,  worn-out  land  in 
the  Atlantic  tidewater  region 
which  could  be  bought  for  about 
$10  per  acre.  A  few  church  fam- 
ilies bought  and  moved  in.  They 
corrected  the  acidity  of  the  soil 
with  cheap,  crushed  oyster  shell, 


Playgrounds  instead  of  weed-grown  lots  come  into  existence  when 
the  community  works  together 


started  orchards,  repaired  tum- 
ble -  down  buildings,  erected 
schools  and  a  church.  Others 
were  attracted  and  came.  Fami- 
nes grew  up  and  remained.  Now 
the  community  unit  comprises 
thousands  of  acres  of  fertile,  pro- 
ductive land.  It  can  be  "spotted" 
by  tourists  because  of  its  well- 
painted  houses,  large  barns  and 
silos,  attractive  poultry  houses, 
and  beautiful  church.  The  young 
people  have  their  community- 
church  activities  and  are  happy 
and  content.  Some  of  the  land  is 
now  worth  $500  to  $1000  per 
acre.  Community  planning  and 
co-operation  have  brought  them 
happiness,  wholesome  living  and 
money. 

Years  ago  a  group  of  teachers 
became  concerned  about  the  lack 
of  library  facilities  for  their  rural 
communities.  They  recommend- 
ed that  the  school  board  pur- 
chase a  bookmobile.  This  the 
board  did  not  do,  but  ways  were 
found  to  do  it  otherwise.  Now 
this  bookmobile  covers  three 
counties  and  one  out  of  ten  peo- 
ple is  using  the  facilities  of  a 
good  library,  supported  by  inter- 
library  loans  from  the  state  li- 
brary. 

These  are  only  a  few  examples. 
Every  community  has  needs 
which  only  the  whole  communi- 
ty can  meet.  Every  whole  com- 
munity will  profit  by  working  to- 
gether. Some  one  must  learn  the 
needs  and  resources  of  the  com- 
munity. He  must  be  concerned. 
He  must  let  the  people  know  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  them 
care.  A  few  people  with  the  at- 
titude of  "let's  go  to  work"  can 
do  it.  Yet  you  will  be  wise  to  get 
the  help  and  counsel  of  some  ex- 
perts easily  and  freely  available, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  errors  of 
judgment  and  overenthusiasm 
which  even  the  best-intentioned 
people  have  made. 


"Speaking  the  truth  in  love,  we  are  to 
grow  up  in  every  way  into  him  who  is 
the  head,  into  Christ,  from  whom  the  whole 
body  .  .  .  makes  bodily  growth  and  up- 
builds itself  in  lave." 


A  Protestant  Temple  of 
Goodwill 

H.  H.  Helman 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio 

THE  full  measure  of  the  pres- 
ent handicap  of  divided 
Protestantism  cannot  now 
and  may  never  be  fully  known. 
The  power  to  save  a  rapidly  dis- 
integrating world  could  be  great- 
ly multiplied  if  there  were  but 
one  church.  The  power  could  be 
increased  were  there  more  co- 
ordination and  open  co-operation 
among  the  divided  churches.  We 
are  undoubtedly  paying  a  tre- 
mendous price  for  our  divisions 
into  competing  and  even  wran- 
gling denominations. 

We  talk  freely  about  the  need 
for  unity  among  the  churches. 
We  seem  to  believe  it  should  be 
and  will  come  to  pass  in  the 
future.  We  are  much  less  will- 
ing, however,  to  do  anything  sig- 
nificant about  it  now,  or  face 
seriously  any  move  to  help  bring 
it  about  in  our  day.  The  dilem- 
ma is  one  of  implementing  our 
real  convictions. 

One  of  the  most  significant 
moves  in  America  to  make  Prot- 
estant co-operation  and  unity 
really  work  is  a  project  under 
the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches,  to 
be  known  as  the  Temple  of  Good- 
will. This  project  involves  the 
erection  of  a  Protestant  temple 
in  downtown  Columbus,  both  as 
a  center  of  co-operating  Ohio 
churches,  and  with  a  possibility 
of  becoming  the  headquarters  for 
co-operating  Protestantism  in  all 
America. 

The  assembly  of  the  Ohio 
Council  of  Churches  has  ap- 
proved the  general  idea  and  a 
committee  is  working  on  details 
and  also  "feeling  out"  the  vari- 
ous denominations  about  moving 
their  headquarters  into  the  tem- 
ple when  builded.  It  is  intended 
that  the  matter  shall  be  placed 
before  the  proper  representa- 
tives of  all  the  denominations 
and,  if  favorably  received,  then 
before  the  conferences.  Both  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches  and 


the  International  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education  have  been  ap- 
proached about  using  the  temple 
for  their  headquarters  and  inter- 
est has  been  shown  by  both  or- 
ganizations. Other  international 
church  agencies  and  interdenom- 
inational groups  would  be  in- 
vited to  consider  moving  their 
headquarters  to  the  temple. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Lamb,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Ohio  Council  of 
Churches,  says,  "There  is  noth- 
ing in  Christendom  more  needed 
and  that  would  be  more  signif- 
icant than  a  national  Protestant 
headquarters  where  all  leaders 
of  Protestantism  may  be  housed 
under  one  roof,  so  there  can  be 
worked  out  daily  united  church 
programs. 

"Because  of  economy  of  trans- 
portation for  organizations  of  na- 
tional scope  the  low  cost  of  liv- 
ing and  other  economies  of  op- 
eration, Columbus  is  best  situ- 
ated and  best  prepared  of  all 
cities  to  act  as  host  to  all  national 
denominational  and  interdenom- 
inational headquarters." 

Whether  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  may  be  or  should  be 
interested  in  this  project  remains 
to  be  seen.  With  all  our  boards 
located  at  Columbus  they  would 
be  much  nearer  the  center  of 
Brethren  population.  Time  and 
expense  saved  in  travel  would 
undoubtedly  be  great.  The  priv- 
ilege of  rubbing  shoulders  daily 
with  other  board  members  with 
identical  tasks  certainly  should 
be  wholesome. 

If  plans  for  a  large  convention 
auditorium  in  the  temple  ma- 
terializes it  would  provide  facili- 
ties in  the  Central  Region  for  en- 
tertaining our  Annual  Confer- 
ences. 

Of  course,  it  is  all  a  beautiful 
dream  so  far,  but  one  which  is 
encouraging  to  those  who  feel 
that  something  more  should  be 
done  about  Protestant  co-opera- 
tion and  unity.  If  it  materializes 
it  would  be  a  significant  symbol 
of  united  Protestantism. 
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FEAR  rules  the  lives  of  men, 
women  and  children  around 
the  world  because  nations, 
to  carry  forward  a  successful 
war,  deliberately  implanted  ha- 
tred in  the  hearts  of  their  citi- 
zens. Now  war  allies  are  ene- 
mies, and  enemies  are  allies  dur- 
ing peacetime. 

Suspicion  is  cast  towards  every 
individual  who  advocates  peace, 
for  fear  still  rules.  The  answer 
to  fear  is  Christian  love.  The 
trustee  of  this  gift  of  God  is 
the  Christian  church.  It  is  the 
strength  mentioned  by  Christ 
in  declaring  that  "the  gates  of 
hell  will  not  prevail  against  it." 
Millions  of  Christian  people  have 
been  caught  in  a  human  trap 
like  rats  from  which  they  can- 


A  neighbor  helps  the  young  mother  (a  displaced  person)  to  care  for  the 
newborn  baby,  who  has  come  into  the  world  under  miserable  conditions 
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not  be  freed  by  their  own  in- 
itiative. The  Christian  people 
have  the  answer.  The  answer 
must  come  through  demonstra- 
tions of  love.  Every  dollar  giv- 
en for  relief  and  reconstruction 
and  every  package  for  relief  ex- 
press love  and  friendship  and 
immediately  fear  begins  to  van- 
ish. A  personal  contact  of  a 
church  representative  with  a 
gift  rapidly  eliminates  suspicion. 
I  have  spent  two  years  in 
Europe  since  the  war  witnessing 
the  struggle  back  from  the  hor- 
rors of  war.  The  people  tread- 
ing the  streets  and  highways  still 
pass  by  the  rubble  of  their 
homes,  churches,  schools,  busi- 


ness houses  and  hospitals.  Most 
of  them  are  wearing  old  gar- 
ments given  to  them.  They  are 
seeking  work  but  there  is  so 
much  unemployment.  Pay  is  un- 
equal to  the  cost  of  living;  so 
they  cannot  buy  the  materials 
they  see  in  the  stores  however 
much  they  may  need  the  mer- 
chandise displayed.  This  condi- 
tion brings  frustration,  despair 
and  hopelessness. 

The  delivering  of  gifts  gives 
people  hope  and  patience  to  wait 
a  little  longer  for  the  peace- 
makers of  the  earth.  The  world 
awaits  the  message  of  Christ,  as 
it  did  the  day  Christ  was  born. 
The  gifts  of  mercy,  materials  by 


which  men  live,  are  still  the 
greatest  testimony  of  Christian 
brotherhood. 

Christian  people  must  con- 
tinue to  share.  Sharing  will 
probably  demand  our  cherished 
resources  for  twenty-five  years. 
Hatred,  necessary  to  carry  on  a 
world  war,  was  not  developed  in 
a  few  years.  The  re-establish- 
ing of  Christian  world  brother- 
hood will  take  many  years  of 
vigorous  Christian  strategy  to 
rebuild.  I  have  witnessed  the 
building  of  brotherhood  between 
former  enemies  by  the  sharing 
of  gifts  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

Needs  still  cry  out  from  all  the 
countries  of  Europe.  Every- 
where there  is  need  for  clothing, 
food  and  shelter.  Millions  are 
still  refugees  and  homeless  look- 
ing for  materials  to  feed  and 
clothe  old  people  and  children. 
I  spent  several  weeks  in  Greece 
where  the  war  has  just  ended. 
Here  is  a  nation  where  most  of 
the  people  belong  to  one  church. 
Many  of  their  churches  have 
been  destroyed.  Many  of  the 
homes  of  farmers  were  burned, 
their  animals  slaughtered  and 
their  children  kidnapped.  Many 
of  their  ministers  were  killed. 
They  are  a  courageous  people. 
They  hesitate  to  ask  for  help. 
Most  of  the  Christians  on  earth 
know  about  their  suffering. 
Christians,  if  they  desire  peace 
on  earth  and  the  continuance  of 
the  Christian  church  in  that  area, 
must  immediately  dispatch  per- 
sons and  materials  to  these  peo- 
ple before  fear  and  despair  grip 
them.  They  must  have  an  ex- 
pression of  love  to  prove  the 
reality  of  the  Christian  church 
in  the  life  of  the  world. 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar- 
ing is  really  a  voting  time  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the 
Christian  church  shall  continue 
as  a  great  influence  on  the  earth. 
We  must  not  fail.  The  church 
must  go  farther  than  the  nations. 
We  must  feed  enemies.  We  must 
give  more  liberally.  We  can 
do  it  in  the  name  of  Christ  who 
gives  us  strength. 


Divine  Revelation 


Through  the  Church 


A.  R.  Coffmcm 

Professor  of  Bible  and  Philosophy 
La  Verne  College,  California 


THERE  is  abundant  testi- 
mony that  the  revelation  of 
Scripture  is  through  the 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (1 
Peter  1:10-12;  2  Peter  1:20-21;  2 
Tim.  3:16).  Certainly  it  is  not 
out  of  place  to  call  the  Scriptures 
the  written  Word  of    God. 

Then  there  is  the  personal 
Word  that  is  none  other  than  the 
Savior  and  Lord  Jesus,  the 
Christ.  John  in  the  very  first  of 
his  gospel  tells  us  that  he  was  in 
the  beginning  with  God  and  was 
made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us 
so  that  we  beheld  his  glory.  This 
Word  came  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  (Matt.  1:18-20 
and  Luke  1:35). 

But  there  is  a  third  Word  of 
revelation  that  we  do  not  empha- 
size so  often.  It  is  not  only  indi- 
vidual but  of  the  group.  This  is 
also  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  Spirit  came  upon  the  church 
at  Pentecost  as  recorded  in  the 
second  chapter  of  Acts.  Paul  in 
writing  to  the  Corinthian  church 
(2  Cor.  3:2-3)  says  that  they  are 
his  epistle  known  and  read  of  all 
men,  manifestly  declared  to  be 
the  epistle  of  Christ  ministered 
by  him,  written  not  with  ink,  but 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God; 
not  in  tables  of  stone,  but  in 
fleshy  tables  of  the  heart.  This 
agrees  with  the  teaching  of  Je- 
sus (Matt.  10:19-20;  Luke  12:11- 
12;  John  14:26;  15:20;  16:13;  1 
John  4:6  and  13). 

In  conversation  with  Bro.  Sol- 
oman  Shoemaker  of  Hartville, 
Ohio,  these  three  phases  of  the 
Word  through  the  Spirit  came 
to  me.  The  church  ought  to  give 
a  corporate  witness;  God  wants 
such    a    living    revelation;    the 


world  surely  needs  it.  In  order 
to  do  that  we  shall  have  to  find 
a  way  to  have  individuality  in 
ecumenicity.  In  the  present  age 
when  "we  see  through  a  glass 
darkly"  we  cannot  expect  to* 
have  all  to  agree.  If  thinking 
were  identical  then  the  matter 
of  thinking  would  be  done  away,, 
for  thought  is  a  comparison  of 
ideas.  However,  there  must  be" 
a  corporate  testimony;  it  is  the 
will  of  the  Master  that  it  be. 
This  testimony  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  closely  organizational. 
It  must  not  transgress  upon  con- 
viction, for  there  cannot  be  unity 
of  power  with  compromise.  Is 
it  not  possible  that  the  fac- 
tors that  divide  us  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  could  be  re- 
solved if  all  would  abandon 
themselves  in  the  supreme  de- 
sire for  the  infilling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?  That  would  mean  that 
loose  liberalism  and  formal  or- 
thodoxy would  both  need  to  be- 
come humble  and  find  an  empha- 
sis other  than  has  been  true  so 
many  times.  We  were  in  a  con- 
ference that  upheld  sanctifica- 
tion  and  got  this  message  there- 
from that  we  think  is  valid, 
namely,  that  an  emphasis  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  solve  problems 
so  great  that  they  baffle  the  hu- 
man spirit  alone.  In  line  with 
this  we  make  the  suggestion  that 
we  have  a  year  of  earnest  prayer 
for  the  moderator  of  our  church 
and  his  helpers,  steer  free  of  agi- 
tated conversation  and  adverse 
criticism,  and  see  if  we  do  not 
find  ourselves  approaching  a  cor- 
porate testimony  in  the  church. 


MARCH  4,    1950 


11 


The    Evangelistic    Emphasis 


Charles  R.  Oberlin 

Pastor,  Marion  church,  Indiana 


CHURCHES  giving  little  em- 
phasis to  evangelism  have 
few  converts.  Churches 
concentrating  in  a  special  effort 
once  a  year  get  some  results. 
But  only  the  churches  that  give 
the  year  -  round  emphasis  to 
evangelism  get  results  that  are 
highly  commendable  in  the  light 
of  the  Scriptures. 

The  early  apostolic  church  was 
enthusiastically  evangelistic. 
Paul's  ambition  was  to  save  the 
lost  (1  Cor.  9:19-22).  Philip  ran 
to  contact  his  prospective  con- 
vert (Acts  8:30).  Threats  of  the 
authorities  and  even  confinement 
did  not  dampen  the  evangelistic 
ardor  of  Peter  and  John  (Acts 
4—5). 

Members  of  the  early  church, 
as  recorded  in  the  second  chap- 
ter of  Acts,  were  churchgoers. 
They  were, filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  united  in  purpose. 
They  believed  in  and  practiced 
the  Christian  doctrines.  They 
spent  much  time  in  Bible  study, 
prayer  and  praise.  They  prac- 
ticed self  -  denial,  putting  first 
things  first.  These  elements  mak- 
ing up  the  program  of  the  church 
gave  emphasis  to  evangelism.  If 
the  church  of  today  will  include 
these  elements  in  her  program, 
the  program  will  be  saturated 
with  the  spirit  of  evangelism. 
Three  of  the  outstanding  ele- 
ments are:  the  Holy  Spirit,  unity 
and  prayer.  For  emphasis  we 
connect  four  verses  of  the  Scrip- 
tures found  in  Acts  1:14;  2:1, 
4,  41.  "They  were  all  with  one 
accord  in  one  place.  All  .  .  .  con- 
tinued with  one  accord  in  prayer 
and  supplication.  And  they  were 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  began  to  speak  ...  as  the 
Spirit  gave  them  utterance.  Then 
they    that    gladly   received    his 


word  were  baptized:  and  the 
same  day  there  were  added  unto 
them  about  three  thousand 
souls." 

The  Holy  Spirit  with  its  power 
for  service  has  been  promised  to 
all  Christians  (Acts  1:8).  If  the 
life  of  a  professed  Christian  is 
void  of  this  power  it  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  has  not  asked 
for  it  (Matt.  7: 11) ,  or  he  may  not 
have  waited  upon  God  (Luke  24: 
49),  or  he  may  not  have  been 
fully  cleansed  (Acts  2: 38).  Only 
when  the  church  seeks  earnestly 
for  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  proper  emphasis  be  given 
to  evangelism  (Acts  1:4,  8).  The 
results  that  follow  will  be  mar- 
velous (Acts  2:41,  47). 

"In  union  there  is  strength"  is 
an  old  adage  with  significance 


that  has  never  diminished.  Any 
individual  or  group  of  folk  in 
the  church  with  evangelistic  ar- 
dor can  do  much  in  an  effort  to 
evangelize.  But  only  when  the 
minister,  official  board,  heads 
of  departments,  church  -  school 
teachers  and  the  laity  catch  the 
spirit  of  evangelism  will  the 
church  give  the  Biblical  empha- 
sis to  evangelism  (Acts  1:1;  Eph.v 
4:11-16). 

Prayer  will  help  prepare  the 
church  for  success  in  evangelism. 
I  recall  a  series  of  evangelistic 
meetings  in  a  city  where  I  held 
a  pastorate  during  which  the  cus- 
*  tomary  personal  calling  was  not 
done.  Instead,  the  evangelist, 
the  pastor  and  the  church  lead- 
ers spent  the  afternoon  of  each 
day  in  earnest  prayer  for  the  un- 
saved on  the  prayer  list.  The 
meetings  were  a  pronounced  suc- 
cess. Many  souls  were  saved. 
Some  months  ago  I  read  of  a 
missionary  who  decided  to  spend 
more  time  in  prayer  for  the  un- 

Continued  on  next  page 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Ephesus,  a  Center  of  Christian  Influence 
Acts  19: 1—20: 16;  Eph.  4:  17-32 
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Paul  went  to  the  center 

Paul  believed  that  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  was  for  all  and  that  it 
was  sufficient  for  every  need.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  went  without  hesita- 
tion to  the  very  center  of  the  educa- 
tional and  industrial  activities  of  his 
day  in  order  that  he  might  press 
the  claims  of  Christianity  in  these 
centers.  Ephesus  was  a  great  com- 
mercial center.  Ships  came  and  went 
there.  Paul  was  willing  to  spend 
some  years  in  a  center  like  that 
because  he  saw  possibilities  for  a 
spread  of  the  message  of  Christ  from 
there  along  the  trade  routes. 
He    sought    out    the    disciples    and 

added  more 

When  Paul  came  into  this  great 
city,  he,  first  of  all,  sought  out  the 
Christians  who  had  come  there  be- 
fore him.  These  were  to  become  a 
nucleus;  from  them  a  church  could 
grow.  There  is  a  good  thought  here 
for  the  Christian  churches  of  our 
time.  Many  of  our  people  are  mov- 
ing from  city  to  city.    If  there  is 


no  other  denomination  of  their  own 
in  the  city  to  which  they  go,  they 
may  be  lost  to  the  church.  Even 
if  there  is  such  a  denomination  they 
quite  often  fail  to  become  interested 
in  it  and  are  lost  to  the  church. 
Paul  did  not  wait  for  them  to  come 
to  him.  He  sought  them  out.  He 
went  from  house  to  house  preaching. 
He  preached  also  in  the  market 
place.  He  set  others  to  preaching. 
These  were  Paul's  methods  for 
church  building. 
He  expected  transformed  men 

Paul  knew  the  problems  of  the 
laboring  man.  He  knew  his  tempta- 
tions and  his  shortcomings.  Paul, 
himself,  was  a  laborer.  He  expected 
these  common  people  to  be  trans- 
formed by  the  gospel  of  Christ.  He 
told  them  to  put  away  lying,  that 
they  should  not  steal  or  be  angry 
or  be  corrupt  in  their  conversations. 
Bitterness,  clamor  and  evilspeaking 
should  not  be  a  part  of  their  lives., 
Strong  churches  can  grow  from 
strong  men. 


On  Lifting  Our  Sights 
Bob  McFadden 

Troy,   Ohio 

THE  giving  of  the  Christian 
message  to  others  is  essen- 
tial if  we  would  have  it 
grow  in  us.  This  seems  to  be  a 
universal  axiom.  Giving  is  a 
two-way  affair — both  the  giver 
and  the  receiver  are  blessed.  Ap- 
preciation of  our  material  pos- 
sessions grows  when  we  are 
aware  of  others'  needs  and  re- 
spond to  their  needs. 

The  church  is  calling  for  per- 
sonal commitment  of  means  and 
of  life  to  meet  the  challenge  of 
our  age.  Christians  believe  in 
tithing;  even  more,  we  believe  in 
sacrifice.  There  is  a  deep  joy  in 
knowing  that  through  sacrificing 
we  have  made  others  better. 

A  church  maintains  a  system 
of  giving  and  a  budget.  How  ac- 
curately it  represents  answers  to 
local  and  world  needs  deter- 
mines to  a  large  extent  the  finan- 
cial response  of  its  members. 
Much  of  the  church's  finance  is 
invested  in  its  ministry  to  the 
local  community,  and  rightly  so. 
However,  a  church  must  have  an 
outreach  or  the  church  dies. 

The  Brotherhood  Fund  pro- 
vides some  of  the  channels  for 
the  outreach  of  the  local  church. 
When  the  budget  is  well  cared 
for,  missionaries  go  out  to  for- 
eign fields;  home  mission  church- 
es are  built;  Christian  educa- 
tional materials  are  prepared;  a 
service  program  becomes  a  re- 
ality; leaders  are  trained  and  the 
church  advances  for  Christ. 

One  branch  of  our  church's 
service  program  is  Volunteer 
Service.  So  far  the  young  people 
have  largely  supported  this 
phase  of  our  outreach.  As  a 
church,  we  not  only  are  helping 
to  construct  communities,  but 
we  are  also  making  an  invest- 
ment for  the  future.  The  train- 
ing and  experience  that  "volun- 
teers" are  now  receiving  is  mak- 
ing them  strong  members  of  the 
future  church.  They  are  con- 
tributing   to     the    building    of 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Two  years  ago  I  resigned  my  job 
as  stenographer  in  an  established 
firm  to  get  married.  For  three  years 
before  marriage  I  earned  my  own 
money  and  spent  it  as  I  chose.  Now 
my  husband  earns  the  family  income 
and  he  spends  it.  What  I  need  he 
doles  out  penuriously.  He  scoffs  at 
my  pride  in  being  an  efficient  busi- 
nesswoman, saying  that  women 
have  little  "business  sense." 

A  Puzzled  Wife. 
Dear  Friend, 

You  must  talk  frankly  to  your  hus- 
band about  money  management  in 
the  modern  home.  It  will  be  difficult, 


but  with  grace  and  perseverance  you 
may  succeed  in  a  candid  discussion 
of  family  finance.  You  might  get 
your  husband  to  agree  to  do  the 
shopping.  (Husbands  are  notoriously 
inadept  and  uneconomical  food  shop- 
pers!) Such  an  experience,  but- 
tressed with  carefully  kept  expense 
accounts,  might  convince  your  hus- 
band that  it  is  good  business  sense 
to  share  with  you  the  financial  re- 
sponsibility of  the  family.  You  might 
help  to  get  a  discussion  group  started 
in  the  local  church  on  family  prob- 
lems, one  of  which  might  deal  with 
the  financial  principle  and  practice 
of  the  family.        Your  Counselor. 


peace,    a   process   that   is   more 
difficult  than  making  war. 

Giving  is  part  of  the  Christian 
faith.  It-  is  an  essential  matter 
of  spiritual  concern.  "Do  you 
give?"  is  a  question  that  has 
more  than  monetary  implica- 
tions. We  could  as  fittingly  in- 
quire, "Are  you  growing?  Are 
you  reaching  out  beyond  your- 
self? Are  you  a  Christian  wit- 
ness?" 


The  Evangelistic  Emphasis 

Continued  from  preceding  page 

saved,  and  less  time  teaching. 
From  the  first  day  the  decision 
was  put  into  effect  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  souls 
born  into  the  kingdom.  One  of 
our  great  American  preachers 
wore   himself  out   agonizing  in 


prayer  for  the  unsaved.  He  died 
young,  but  he  was  instrumental 
in  leading  large  numbers  of  souls 
into  a  saving  relationship  with 
Christ.  Jesus  admonishes  his 
children  to  pray  that  the  church 
might  be  baptized  with  the  spirit 
of  evangelism,  and  thereby  given 
an  urge  to  send  forth  evangelists 
and  missionaries  in  an  effort  to 
reap  the  great  harvest  of  souls 
before  it  is  too  late. 

I  am  delighted  that  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  placed  evan- 
gelism at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  church  interests  to  be  em- 
phasized during  our  Advance 
With  Christ  movement.  I  would 
urge  that  the  churches  through- 
out the  Brotherhood  place  a 
greater  emphasis  on  evangelism 
at  once  and  continue  with  that 
emphasis  indefinitely.  In  order 
that  our  evangelism  be  the  type 
that  will  evangelize  there  must 
be  a  deepening  of  the  spiritual 
life,  which  is  the  special  Brother- 
hood emphasis  for  the  year.  If 
this  is  to  be  realized  the  elements 
of  success  found  in  the  early 
church  must  become  elements  in 
the  program  of  the  church  of  to- 
day. God  grant  that  we  may  go 
forward  in  evangelism,  always 
giving  the  great  work  a  Scrip- 
tural emphasis. 


MARCH   4,    1950 
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D.W.Kurtz- 
Servant  of  the  Church 


His  Life 

Warren  W.  Slabaugh 

DANIEL  WEBSTER  KURTZ  was 
born  at  Hartville,  Ohio,  Oct.  9, 
1879,  and  died  at  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  Nov.  22,  1949.  Memorial  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  La  Verne 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Galen  B.  Ogden,  and  Elder 
J.  W.  Lear. 

He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  May  5,  1899;  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry  in  1904  and 
was  ordained  as  elder  at  the  First 
church  in  Philadelphia  on  May  7, 
1909.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Ethel  Wheeler  on  Sept.  7,  1909. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  sons, 
Albert  Wheeler,  Royce  Emerson  and 
Bernard  Robertson,  who  with  their 
mother  survive  him. 

Bro.  Kurtz  early  in  life  expressed 
an  unalterable  desire  to  secure"  an 
adequate  education  and  pursued  this 
course  at  great  sacrifice.  He  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Juniata  College  in  1905;  he  studied 
at  Yale  Divinity  School,  1905-1908, 
receiving  the  degrees  of  Master  of 
Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Divinity.  The 
following  year  was  spent  in  Germany 
studying  in  the  Universities  of  Berlin, 
Leipzig  and  Marburg.  Returning  to 
America,  he  took  another  year  of 
graduate  study  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  received  as  hon- 
orary degrees:  D.D.  from  Juniata 
College  in  1910,  and  LL.D.  from  La 
Verne  College  in  1931.  His  education 
<Jid  not  end  with  graduations;  he 
was  a  lifelong  student  and  untiring 
reader.  He  build  up  a  large  library, 
from  which  generous  gifts  of  books 
went  to  Bethany  Seminary  and  to 
McPherson  and  La  Verne  colleges. 
His  principal  fields  of  interest  were 
theology,  church  history,  philosophy 
and  religious  education. 

The  central  passion  of  his  life  was 
the  church  of  his  Lord.  There  is 
little  question  that  he  had  the  best 
theological  education  of  any  man  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  of  his 
day.  It  is  significant  that  he  began 
and  closed  his  active  ministry  in  the 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


fields  of  parish  work.  He  held  three 
important  pastorates:  First  church 
of  Philadelphia,  1910-1914;  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  1927-1932;  and  La 
Verne,  Calif.,  1937-1944.  He  was  a 
dynamic  speaker  and  brought  to  the 
pulpit  the  fruitage  of  his  years  of 
study,  coupled  with  his  skills  as  a 
public  speaker.  His  sermons  were 
marked  by  their  depth  of  under- 
standing of  the  central  truths  of  the 
gospel,  and  their  breadth  of  applica- 
tion to  the  needs  of  men. 

His  Special  Contributions 
as  an  Educator 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  an  educator.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  his  talents  should 
have  been  recognized  early,  and  that 
he  was  called  from  the  pastoral  min- 
istry to  become  an  executive  in  the 
field  of  education.  He  became  presi- 
dent of  McPherson  College  in  1914; 
during  his  tenure  of  thirteen  years 
in  that  institution  he  was  instru- 
mental in  building  up  its  physical 
equipment  and  greatly  increasing  the 
enrollment.  Under  his  administra- 
tion the  college  achieved  accredit- 
ment  in  the  North  Central  Associa- 
tion. Again  in  1932  he  resigned  his 
pastorate  at  Long  Beach  to  become 
the  president  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.  Here  he  served  in  ac- 
ceptable fashion  during  the  trying 
years  of  the  depression,  building  up 
the  enrollment  and  strengthening 
the  cause  of  theological  education 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  in  the  forefront  of 
leadership  in  his  church  in  the  field 
of  religious  education.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion of  Kansas,  1918-1919.  He  at- 
tended three  World  Sunday  School 
Conventions  held  abroad:  Zurich, 
1913,  Tokyo,  1920,  and  Glasgow,  1924. 
At  the  last  two  he  was  honored  with 
a  place  as  a  speaker  on  the  program. 
He  was  in  constant  demand  as  a 
lecturer  and  preacher  through  the 
years  and  was  widely  known  beyond 
the  circles  of  his  own  church.  He 
was  a  co-worker  in  the  national 
preaching  mission,  1936-1937.  He 
will  be  remembered  also  as  an  au- 
thor; the  better  known  of  his  books 


D.    W.    Kurtz   when    president   of 
McPherson 

are:  Fundamental  Doctrines  of  the 
Faith,  Nineteen  Centuries  of  the 
Christian  Church,  The  Human  Prob- 
lem, The  Symphony  of  Life,  The  Mes- 
sage of  the  Church,  The  Gospel  of 
Jesus. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  loyal  to  the  church 
of  his  choice  and  preferred  to  serve 
it,  though  he  had  many  offers  from 
without.  During  his  tenure  at  the 
seminary,  when  for  a  time  he  re- 
ceived but  half  of  his  modest  salary, 
he  refused  an  offer  to  become  presi- 
dent of  a  university.  He  was  a  good 
churchman  and  his  leadership  was 
early  recognized.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  General  Education  Board, 
1915-1928.  The  church  honored  him 
by  choosing  him  as  moderator  of 
Annual  Conference  four  times. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  honors 
this  man  of  God  in  his  passing 
and  holds  him  in  grateful  remem- 
brance as  a  great  scholar,  a  compel- 
ling preacher,  a  wise  administrator, 
a  loyal  churchman  and  above  all  a 
good  servant  of  his  Lord.  Some  of 
us  who  knew  him  more  intimately 
remember  him  also  as  a  congenial 
friend  and  a  good  neighbor. 

As  a  Churchman. 

Rufus  D.  Bowman 

DANIEL  WEBSTER  KURTZ  was 
a  churchman.  His  central  in- 
terest was  in  the  church.  He 
knew  church  history.  He  was  a  stu- 
dent of  the  modern  movements  of 
Christianity.  The  program  of  the 
church  in  our  world  was  on  his 
heart. 

Bro.  Kurtz  knew  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  He  not  only  knew  the 
Brotherhood  of  his  day,  he  was  one 


As  a  Minister 

C.  Ernest  Davis 

DR.  D.  W.  KURTZ  prepared  well 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
securing  a  broad  education 
with  emphasis  upon  the  fields  of  lan- 
guages, church  history,  theology  and 
philosophy. 

He  was  also  most  fortunate  in  his 
marriage.  Ethel  L.  Wheeler,  of  Mon- 
roe, Conn.,  whom  he  married  on 
Sept.  7,  1909,  gave  him  the  sympa- 
thetic understanding  and  patient, 
behind-the-scenes  support  needed  by 
a  man   of   genius   in   an   extremely 


of  our  greatest  authorities  on  Breth- 
ren history.  He  had  studied  in  Ger- 
many and  had  read  many  of  the 
original  manuscripts.  Some  of  his 
findings  gave  fresh  insights  into  our 
heritage.  He  often  wrote  and  spoke 
on  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

Bro.  Kurtz  loved  the  church.  He 
could  have  been  a  university  presi- 
dent but  he  chose  to  remain  in  the 
main  stream  of  the  church's  life.  He 
could  have  accepted  many  other  po- 
sitions, but  through  decision  he  re- 
mained an  active  and  devoted  Breth- 
ren minister.  However,  his  horizon 
was  not  bounded  by  our  Brother- 
hood. He  carried  in  his  mind  a  vision 
of  the  kingdom.  He  was  used  as 
a  lecturer  and  preacher  by  many 
churches.  When  the  preaching  mis- 
sion was  first  organized  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  team  with  dis- 
tinction. The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  produced  few  men  who  have 
been  used  more  widely  in  the  Chris- 
tian world. 

As  a  churchman,  Bro.  Kurtz  was 
a  theologian.  His  point  of  view  was 
Christ  centered.  His  book,  The  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus,  presents  his  convictions. 
The  booklet,  The  Message  of  the 
Church,  also  gives  his  point  of  view. 
He  says,  "The  Christian  message  is 
Christ  himself." 

Bro.  Kurtz  was  a  student  of  the 
Bible,  of  theology  and  of  philosophy. 
He  put  the  three  together.  He 
brought  to  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren an  interpretation  of  Christian 
doctrine  which  will  bless  our  Broth- 
erhood for  generations.  In  the  per- 
spective of  history  he  probably 
stands  as  the  man  who  read  most 
widely  of  all  our  churchmen. 

During  his  life  and  work,  D.  W. 
Kurtz  interpreted  the  meaning  of 
the  church.  He  served  his  Master 
through  the  church.  If  his  voice 
could  speak  to  us  today,  I  believe 
he  would  say,  "I  was  a  churchman." 


busy  life.  She  created  a  home  at- 
mosphere of  culture  and  charm  and 
gave  much  time  to  the  guidance  of 
the  three  sons  that  blessed  their 
marriage.  Everywhere  the  Kurtzes 
served — churches,  colleges,  and  sem- 
inary —  Mrs.  Kurtz  is  highly  re- 
spected and  loved  not  only  for  the 
great  contribution  she  made  to  the 
life  and  work  of  her  husband  but 
also  for  her  own  rare  qualities  and 
sterling  worth. 

Dr.  Kurtz  held  three  pastorates. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  went 
to  the  First  church,  Philadelphia, 
on  a  salary  of  $85  per  month  and 
was  later  raised  to  $100  per  month. 
A  parsonage  was  provided.  Dr. 
Kurtz  never  received  a  really  large 
salary  in  all  his  life.  He  turned 
down  many  attractive  offers  and  de- 
liberately served  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  a  dynamic  speaker 
with  a  voice  that  needed  no  ampli- 
fication. He  learned  to  speak  before 
the  days  of  public  address  systems 
and  could  be  clearly  heard  in  even 
the  largest  auditorium.  He  reduced 
his  sermon  notes  to  a  single  small 
page,  memorized  the  outline,  and 
was  able  on  five  minutes  notice  to 
give  any  one  of  a  hundred  great 
addresses.  Many  people  will  remem- 
ber hearing  Dr.  Kurtz  stir  great  au- 
diences on  such  subjects  as  The 
Meaning  of  the  Symbols,  The  Ideals 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Win- 
ning the  World  Through  Childhood, 
The  Gospel  of  Truth,  The  Gospel  of 
Love,  The  Gospel  of  Peace,  The  Gos- 
pel of  Victory,  The  Gospel  of  Service, 
and  The  Symphony  of  Life,  to  men- 
tion but  a  few. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  an  artist  in  the 
pulpit.  Well  do  I  remember  his  own 
classification  of  artists  as  he  gave 
it  in  his  great  lecture,  The  Philoso- 
phy of  Art.  He  said  there  are  three 
classes  of  artists:  First,  there  are 
the  titanic  artists.  These  are  the 
great  thinkers  and  philosophers 
among  the  artists,  those  who  deal 
with  great  themes  and  rise  to  the 
heights  in  the  adequate  expression 
of  the  good  and  true.  He  gave  as 
examples,  Aeschylus,  the  poet; 
Michelangelo,  painter,  sculptor,  and 
architect;  and  Beethoven,  musician. 
Second,  there  are  finished  artists, 
those  who  take  a  limited  section  of 
reality  and  give  it  such  a  beautiful 
treatment  and  adequate  expression 
that  they  yield  us  great  satisfaction 
and  pleasure.  Examples  he  gave 
were  Sophocles,  a  poet;  Raphael,  a 
painter;  and  Mozart,  a  musician. 
Third,  there  are  artists  who  are 
merely  clever.  They  entertain  and 
amuse  but  their  work  is  without  the 


quality  and  the  significance  of  the 
titanic  artists  or  the  exquisite  work- 
manship of  the  finished  artists.  He 
gave  as  examples  Andrea  del  Sarto, 
painter;  Heine,  poet;  and  Chopin, 
musician;  he  backed  up  his  classifi- 
cations with  keen  and  critical  insight 
and  judgment. 

By  all  odds,  Dr.  Kurtz  was  a  ti- 
tanic artist  as  a  preacher.  While  it 
is  true  that  he  could  take  a  limited 
subject  and  give  it  adequate  and  sat- 
isfying treatment,  he  was  at  his  best 
in  dealing  with  the  great  major 
themes.  He  painted  with  a  big  brush 
and  bold  strokes.  His  preaching  was 
in  a  major,  not  minor,  key.  He  did 
not  paddle  around  in  the  sluggish 
waters  of  religious  bayous  and 
sloughs  but  boldly  struck  out  to 
where  the  major  currents  of  life  and 
truth  ran  with  all  their  power.  When 
he  got  through  saying  that  in  the 
matter  of  salvation  "either  God  does 
it  all,  man  does  it  all,  or  God  and 
man  co-operate,"  you  felt  that  the 
ground  had  been  cleared  for  a  real 
discussion,  and,  when  he  got  through, 
you  somehow  had  a  feeling  that  the 
last  word  needed  had  been  said.  You 
understood  the  issue.  It  was  such 
great  preaching  that  made  him  a 
favorite  in  world  Sunday-school  con- 
ventions, youth  conferences,  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  national  preach- 
ing mission.  As  a  minister,  he  had 
little  interest  in  priestcraft;  he  was 
in  the  succession  of  the  prophets. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  really  at  his  best 
in  the  pulpit.  There  you  forgot  all 
elements  of  clay  and  the  sheer  genius 
of  the  man  and  the  power  of  his 
great  mind  shone  forth  with  trans- 
forming glory.  Remembering  him, 
I  know,  cynics  and  theorists  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  that  there 
will  always  be  a  place  for  preaching 
in  the  church  program  and  for  the 
lecture  method  in  education,  pro- 
vided you  have  preachers  and  lec- 
turers approaching  the  caliber  of 
D.  W.  Kurtz. 

Having  had  the  opportunity  to 
know  Dr.  Kurtz  intimately  through 
close  association  in  various  relation- 
ships, I  feel  confident  that  in  the 
eternal  world,  this  titanic  artist  in 
the  field  of  preaching  will,  in  the 
words  of  Kipling,  feel  perfectly  at 
home  splashing  "at  a  ten  league  can- 
vas with  a  brush  of  comet's  hair." 


"Let  the  elders  who  rule  well  be 
considered  worthy  of  double  honor, 
especially  those  who  labor  in  preach- 
ing and  teaching." 


MARCH   4,    1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  Stone  church  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  John 
C.  Middlekauff,  pastor,  had  the  following  note 
boxed  off  in  a  recent  Sunday  bulletin: 
The  Gospel  Messenger  Helps  to — 

1.  Build  a  Brotherhood  family  feeling. 

2.  Inform  us  about   the  work  of   our  church 

around  the  world. 

3.  Challenge  the  church  to  further  growth  and 

service. 

4.  Improve     and     extend     the     local     church 

program. 

5.  Undergird  the  pastor's  spiritual  ministry. 

6.  Evangelize  the  unsaved. 

7.  Share  the  news  within  our  denomination. 

8.  Know   about  the  great  work   of   the   total 

church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

9.  Evaluate  the  news  of  the  day  in  the  light 

of  Christian  principles. 
10.  Inspire  all  of  us  to  more  beautiful  Christian 
living. 


Alice  D.  Sell  broadcast  the  morning  devotions  over 
Station  WNIQ  from  11:45-12:00  each  day  from  Feb.  13- 
17.  She  called  her  services  "The  Lighted  Window." 

The  Evangelistic  Emphasis,  by  Charles  R.  Oberlin, 
which  appears  on  page  12  of  this  issue,  is  one  of  the 
series  of  articles  based  on  the  year's  theme,  Deepening 
the  Spiritual  Life. 

Mechanicsburg  church.  Pa.,  has  postponed  its  dedica- 
tion until  March  24,  25,  26,  because  of  the  illness  of 
its  elder,  Ira  M.  Hart.  The  same  schedule  of  services 
as  announced  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  Feb.  11  will 
be  followed. 

In  Peoria,  111.,  Jan.  31  was  set  aside  as  annual  high 
school  religious  emphasis  day.  A  religious  program, 
under  the  direction  of  church  laymen,  ministers  and 
youth  leaders  was  held  in  the  high  schools.  Its  purpose 
was  to  bring  more  religion  into  our  daily  consciousness. 

Why  not  write  to  Representative  Carl  Vinson,  Chair- 
man, House  Armed  Services  Committee,  and  Representa- 
tive Dewey  Short,  ranking  Republican  on  that  com- 
mittee, and  tell  them  that  you  see  no  need  for  extending 
the  draft  law  beyond  its  expiration  time  in  the  spring? 
It  is  not  being  utilized,  it  is  a  drain  upon  our  budget  to 
maintain  and  it  keeps  us  in  a  class  of  conscripted  people. 
They  can  be  addressed  at  the  House  Office  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

More  than  a  thousand  delegates  at  the  Home  Missions 
Conference  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  at  the  end  of  January, 
called  on  churches  everywhere  to  unite  behind  a  broad 
program  aimed  to  insure  human  rights  for  minority 
groups,  to  combat  the  growing  secularization  of  both 
the  church  and  society,  and  to  put  an  end  to  competing 
church  interests  and  rivalries.  They  recommended  par- 
ticularly that  segregation  and  discrimination  now  prac- 
ticed by  some  churches  and  church-supported  institu- 
tions be  brought  to  an  end  as  quickly  as  possible. 


16 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Speakers  at  the  Northwestern  Ohio  district  meeting, 
March  14-15,  will  be  Rufus  Bowman,  George  Phillips, 
J.  H.  Mathis,  E.  M.  Hertzler  and  others.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Defiance. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Garst,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  S.  H.  Garst 
of  Blountville,  Tenn.,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Staunton,  Va.,  on  Feb.  7.  Dr.  Garst  was  a  widely-known 
doctor  and  surgeon  in  the  Southeastern  Region. 

These  are  the  remaining  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
broadcasts.  Be  sure  to  listen  and  learn  more  of  the  needs 
of  the  people  of  the  world:  March  4— N.B.C.,  4:00-4:30 
p.m.;  March  9— A.B.C.,  10:30-11:00  p.m.;  March  11— 
C.B.S.,  6:30-7:00  p.m.  The  time  given  is  Eastern 
Standard. 

Elder  David  G.  Wine  of  Wauneta,  Nebr.,  died  on  Feb. 
13.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Feb.  16  at  the  Enders 
church,  Nebr.,  where  he  had  served  for  half  a  century 
and  which  largely  owed  its  growth  and  existence  to  the 
work  of  Bro.  Wine.  More  about  his  life  and  work  will 
appear  later. 

Operation  Good  Samaritan  is  to  be  the  name  or  over- 
all title  for  the  radio  presentation  during  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  Wide  publicity  is  being  given  to  the 
hour.  Over  100,000  local  congregations  will  participate. 
Nearly  25,000,000  people  will  be  touched.  The  date  for 
this  observance  is  March  12. 

S.  L.  Barnhart  and  Lee  G.  Whipple  officiated  at  the 
installation  of  Ralph  G.  Rarick  into  his  new  pastorate 
at  Live  Oak,  Calif.  The  occasion  was  an  all-day  gather- 
ing and  fellowship  luncheon  of  the  churches  in  the  Live 
Oak  area.  Bro.  Rarick  moved  from  Hollidaysburg,  Pa., 
and  can  now  be  addressed  at  Live  Oak. 

International  work  camps.  Qualified  young  people, 
twenty- one  years  of  age  or  older  (some  exceptions 
made),  interested  in  attending  one  of  the  Brethren 
Service  international  work  camps  this  summer  should 
immediately  write  to  the  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111, 
for  application  blanks  and  detailed  information.  Four 
work  camps  will  be  held  this  summer,  two  in  Germany 
and  two  in  Austria.  A  knowledge  of  the  language  is 
desirable  but  not  necessary. 

More  100%  clubs  received  since  Oct.  1: 
Eastern  Region 

Eastern  Pennsylvania — Akron,  Allentown,  Chiques,  East 
Fairview,  East  Petersburg,  Fredericksburg,  Harris- 
burg,  Hatfield,  Heidelberg,  Hershey-Spring  Creek, 
Lake  Ridge,  Maiden  Creek,  Midway,  Mingo,  Mount- 
ville,  Palmyra,  Reading,  Spring  Grove,  Springville, 
Swatara,  Little,  White  Oak. 

Middle  Pennsylvania — Clover  Creek,  Clover  Creek-Cross 
Roads,  Hollidaysburg,  Martinsburg,  Woodbury, 
Woodbury-Curryville. 

Southeastern  Pennsylvania — Norristown,  Springfield. 

Southern  Pennsylvania — Codorus,  Hanover,  Sugar  Val- 
ley. 

Western     Pennsylvania   —   Bethel,     Fairview-Sculton, 
Johnstown,  Moxham,  Middle  Creek,  Middle  Creek- 
Pike  Run,  Plumcreek,  Rockton,  Sipesville. 
.  To  be  continued 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


The  churches  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  Northern  Illi- 
nois District  will  hold  a  men's  work  meeting  at  York 
Center  on  March  12  at  2:30.  Supper  will  be  served  at 
5:30  p.m.  by  the  York  Center  women. 

A  Quaker  sponsored  seminar  on  world  food  problems 
was  held  in  Washington  at  the  end  of  January.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  was  interested  in 
having  a  group  of  farmers  who  are  religiously  motivated 
come  to  Washington  at  their  own  expense  to  discuss 
American  food  surpluses.  Similar  seminars  will  be  held 
in  the  future  sponsored  by  various  denominations. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  continue 
his  tour  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Region  during  the  week, 
March  6-12.  He  will  be  in  the  following  churches: 
March  6,  San  Francisco  or  Oakland,  Calif.;  March  7, 
Sacramento,  Calif.  (Live  Oak,  Chico,  Yuba  City,  Para- 
dise); March  9,  Portland,  Oregon,  (Springfield  and  Al- 
bany); March  10,  Olympic  View,  Seattle,  Wash.  (Lake- 
wood  and  High  Point);  March  12,  Wenatchee,  and  Yaki- 
ma, Wash. 

The  eighth  annual  conference  of  the  Rural  Life  As- 
sociation is  to  be  held  at  Bluffton  College,  Bluffton, 
Ohio,  March  16-18.  The  general  theme  of  the  meeting 
will  be  Building  the  Community.  Leaders  will  be  Charles 
F.  Brannan,  United  States  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
I.  W.  Moomaw,  educational  secretary  of  Agricultural 
Missions,  Inc.,  New  York  City,  and  various  denomina- 
tional leaders  from  the  Friends,  the  Brethren  and  the 
Mennonites. 

Juniata  College 

President  Calvert  N.  Ellis  conferred  degrees  on  twen- 
ty-one men  and  two  women  at  midyear  commencement 
and  convocation  exercises  held  in  Oiler  Hall  on  Jan.  30. 
Dr.  Harry  V.  Masters,  president  of  Albright  College, 
Reading,  Pa.,  delivered  the  commencement  address.  As 
part  of  the  convocation  program,  President  Ellis  wel- 
comed fifteen  new  students  and  formally  opened  the 
spring  term.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  second  semes- 
ter is  609. 

The  modern  addition  to  the  dinirfg  hall,  constructed 
at  a  cost  of  $110,000,  was  opened  officially  at  a  dedication 
dinner  on  Jan.  30.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years  all 
resident  students  are  being  served  at  one  seating.  Presi- 
dent Calvert  N.  Ellis  and  Jack  F.  Padgett,  president  of 
the  Student  Senate,  were  guest  speakers  at  the  dinner 
served  for  the  student  body  and  representatives  of  the 
administration  and  board  of  trustees. 

The  a  capella  choir  opened  its  eighteenth  season  on 
Jan.  28  with  a  nine-day  tour  of  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  Directed  by  Prof.  Charles  L.  Rowland, 
the  thirty-five  voice  choir  gave  sixteen  public  concerts 
in  churches  and  high  schools  in  fifteen  towns  during 
the  tour.  Ten  other  towns  in  central  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland  are  included  in  the  season's  itinerary  of 
twenty-seven   concerts. 

Swigari  Music  Hall,  a  newly-acquired  building  to  be 
used  exclusively  by  the  music  department,  was  opened 
officially  on  Jan.  30  when  classes  met  for  the  first  day 
of  the  spring  term.  The  building  was  purchased  in 
November  through  a  gift  of  the  late  W.  Emmert  Swigart, 
who  died  at  his  home  in  Huntingdon  on  Dec.  17,  1949. 

Ira  Reid,  professor  of  sociology  at  Haverford  College, 


was  the  principal  speaker  in  the  second  program  of  dis- 
cussions sponsored  by  the  Religious  Planning  Commis- 
sion on  the  subject  of  courtship  and  marriage  problems. 

Dr.  Ansley  C.  Moore,  minister  of  the  Sixth  United 
Presbyterian  church  in  Pittsburgh,  was  the  leader  in  the 
week  of  spiritual  emphasis  observed  at  Juniata  College 
Feb.  6-9.  Chapel  discussions  and  evening  seminars  were 
led  by  Dr.  Moore  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Heritage, 
the  theme  for  the  third  of  the  programs  planned  by  the 
Religious  Planning  Commission. 

Katherine  Bacon,  world-renowned  pianist,  was  heard 
in  a  concert  in  Oiler  Hall  on  Feb.  10.  Miss  Bacon,  who 
has  been  guest  soloist  with  the  New  York  Philharmonic 
Orchestra,  appeared  at  Juniata  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association  of  American  Colleges. 

George  Dolnikowski,  a  Russian  displaced  person,  has 
started  to  work  as  janitor  at  Juniata  College  after  being 
sent  here  from  the  service  center  at  New  Windsor,  Md. 
His  transportation  from  Europe  was  arranged  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  George  has  taken  out  his  first 
papers  for  American  citizenship  and  would  like  to  pre- 
pare to  teach  languages  in  an  American  high  school. 

With  Out  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 

Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  in 
the  Cushing  church,  Okla.,  March  5-19;  in  the  Bartlesville  church, 
Okla.,  March  26 — April  3. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Meyer  church,  Fredericks- 
burg congregation,  Pa.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Bro.  Ralph  Jones  of  Trappe,  Pa.,  in  the  Middle  Creek  church, 
West  Conestoga  congregation,  Pa.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Bro.  Moyne  Landis  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  in  the  South  Whitley 
church,  Ind.,  May  14-21. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Pits- 
burg  church,  Ohio,  March  14-26. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Petry  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Eastwood  church, 
Akron,  Ohio.  March  13-19. 

Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Rheems 
church,  West  Greentree  congregation,  Pa.,  March  12-26. 

Brother  and  Sister  Jesse  Whilacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  in  the 
Swatara  Hill  church,  Elizabethtown  congregation,  Pa.,  March  12- 
26. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Lindsay  church,  Calif. 

Two  received  in  the  Glendale  church,  Calif. 

One  baptized  in  the  Bartlesville  church,  Okla. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Blue  River  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Hollidaysburg  church,  Pa. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Conewago  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Root  River  church,  Minn. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Liberty  church, 
Tenn. 

Twenty  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Buffalo 
church,  Pa. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Anderson 
church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Mansfield 
church,  Ohio. 

Thirty-one  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Water- 
ford  church,  Calif. 

Ten  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  nine  received  by  letter 
in  the  Front  Royal  church,  Va. 

Forty-two  baptized  and  twenty-nine  received  by  letter  in  the 
Walnut  Grove  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  5 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Ephesus,  a  Center  of  Christian  Influ- 
ence.— Acts  19:1—20:16;  Eph.  4:17-32.  Memory  Selection:  Be 
strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  strength  of  his  might.  Eph.  6:10 
(R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  March,  Teach  Us  to  Pray. 
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01  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 
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Prepare  to  Share 


What? — Money  to  purchase  food,  clothing,  shelter  and  medi- 
cine for  the  relief  of  suffering  millions  in  Europe  and  Asia, 
and  to  resettle  displaced  persons. 

Where? — Your  local  church. 

When? — Sunday  morning,  March  12,  1950,  at  11  a.m.  If  your 
church  is  not  observing  the  ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHAR- 
ING and  you  want  to  participate  along  with  nearly  all  of 
Protestantism,  send  your  contributions  to  the  Financial  Pro- 
motion Office,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.,  specifying  that  credit  should  be  given  to  ONE 
GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING. 

Why? — Because  Europe  and  Asia  still  require  help.  Although 
much  relief  has  been  given  by  churches  and  other  or- 
ganizations, there  is  still  great  need.  Although  some  jobs 
are  available,  there  aren't  nearly  enough,  for  a  good  per- 
centage of  Germany's  factories  have  been  dismantled. 
Although  clothing  and  most  foods  are  no  longer  rationed, 
people  do  not  have  the  money  with  which  to  buy  them, 
and  costs  are  exorbitant. 


LAST  year's  One  Great  Hour  was 
such  a  success  that  more  than 
100,000  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Drthodox  churches  of  nineteen  major 
denominations  with  a  total  member- 
ship of  24,479,953  are  co-operating 
again  this  year  in  a  concerted  appeal 
for  world  relief,  reconstruction  and 
interchurch  aid.  The  great  difference 
between  the  1949  program  and  that 
of  this  year  is  the  change  of  empha- 
sis from  one  radio  program  to  an 
actual  hour  of  sharing  when  special 
offerings  will  be  received  for  relief 
and  reconstruction.  However,  the 
four  major  networks  will  feature 
oroadcasts  before  March  12. 

Although  Church  World  Service  is 
priding  the  entire  campaign,  each 
Darticipating  denomination  will  make 
ts  own  appeal  in  its  own  way.  In 
nany  instances  a  worship  and  dedi- 
:ation  service  will  be  arranged  for 
:  Sunday  morning,  March  12,  at  11 
i.m.  Receipts  are  to  go  through  the 
•egular  denominational  channels. 
3rethren  Service  will  receive  the 
DNE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 
offerings  for   its   program   of  relief, 

econstruction    and   resettlement    of 
jiisplaced  persons. 

'  Our  relief  workers  can  give  only 
|vhat  you  have  shared.  Many  times 
jhey  have  had  to  turn  needy  people 

way  from  their  doors  because  their 

upplies  are  so  small  in  comparison 


with  the  need.  Read  what  Dean 
Neher,  one  of  the  volunteers  at  Kas- 
sel,  Germany,  writes,  and  then  see 
if  you  can't  dig  down  in  your  pocket- 
book  a  little  bit  further  to  take  care 
of  those  extras  that  Brethren  Service 
workers  have  to  turn  away: 

One  evening  Barbara  Boggs  and  I 
took  a  load  of  twenty-five  friendship 
packets  to  an  orphanage  about  twen- 
ty miles  north  of  Kassel.  It  was  a 
very  needy  place;  one  tiny  girl  who 
didn't  have  any  shoes  was  walking 
around  the  cold  rooms  with  holes  in 
her  stockings.  As  we  left  the  packets 
and  headed  back  for  Kassel,  we  both 
wished  that  we  would  have  had 
enough  for  each  of  the  thirty-seven 
children. 

Many  people  are  not  reached  by 
government  agencies  or  church  or- 
ganizations. These  people  are  still 
suffering  from  lack  of  medicine,  food, 
clothing  and  shelter.  Even  though 
many  items  of  food  and  clothing  are 
no  longer  rationed,  they  are  unable 
to  purchase  them.  Brethren  Service 
is  attempting  to  reach  these  people 
through  their  relief  workers  and  in- 
dividual-package program.  Read  of 
the  plight  of  one  family  in  Germany. 

.  .  .  Our  life  just  means  fighting  for 
being.  We  could  not  even  buy  the  ra- 
tions we  could  get.  Now  many  things 
are  unrationed,  but  we  do  not  have 
the  money  to  buy  anything. 


Are  the  European  people  grateful 
for  the  help  they  have  received? 
You  have  seen  on  these  pages  many 
times  letters  of  thanks  that  have 
been  received  by  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Commission  and  by  individuals. 
On  Christmas  Eve  the  German  an- 
swer to  the  One  Great  Hour  broad- 
cast of  the  American  churches  last 
year  was  carried  by  stations 
throughout  all  of  Western  Germany 
and  beamed  to  America  by  short 
wave,  A  number  of  people  partici- 
pated in  this  program  of  expressing 
"the  gratitude  of  Germany,  above 
all,  that  of  the  Protestant  churches, 
for  the  help  that  they  have  received 
from  their  brethren  throughout  the 
world  during  these  past  long  and 
difficult  four  years." 

In  the  following  excerpt  from  a 
letter  by  the  director  of  the  office 
of  resettlement  in  Upper  Austria, 
the  Austrian  government  expresses 
its  thanks  for  the  work  of  Brethren 
Service: 

This  letter  is  meant  to  express  the 
gratitude  of  all  the  recipients  of  gifts 
in  the  past.  We  hope  that  it  reaches 
all  of  the  donors  who  have  helped  to 
make  these  distributions  possible 
and  who  have  in  any  way  helped  to 
make  this  great  relief  organization 
[Brethren  Service]  possible.  We 
would  like  these  people  to  realize 
that  their  gifts  have  really  been  help- 
ful to  these  unfortunate  people  here. 
In  expressing  our  gratitude  for  the 
past  help,  we  would  like  at  the  same 
time  to  entreat  your  future  help  for 
all  these  people  who  will  not  be  able 
to  start  a  new  life  by  themselves. 

Church  of  the  Brethren  congrega- 
tions contributed  approximately 
$45,000  for  last  year's  One  Great 
Hour.  This  proved  that  Brethren 
people  will  respond  to  a  united  ap- 
peal for  a  great  cause  even  after 
giving  liberally  for  the  Achievement 
Offering  the  month  before.  Can  we 
not  do  better  this  year  and  give  the 
1950  Brotherhood  Fund  a  good  start? 
The  need  is  just  as  great  —  if  not 
greater.  Now  is  the  hour  when  the 
renewed  faith  and  hope  of  Chris- 
tians, brought  about  by  gifts  of  love, 
will  help  stop  the  flow  of  commu- 
nism. 

The  Feb.  25  Messenger  listed  the 
major  network  radio  broadcasts. 
Check  your  local  newspapers  for  the 
exact  time  of  each  broadcast.  Listen 
and  prepare  to  share!  Attend  the 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 
program  at  your  local  church  Sun- 
day, March  12,  and  share! 

Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens,  and 
so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ  (Gal.  6:  2). 


MARCH   4,    1950 


19 


The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clement 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


WHAT  CAN  WE  DO  ABOUT 
INACTIVE    MEMBERS? 


Howard  H.  Keim.  Jr. 

Pastor,   South  English,   Iowa 
Photo  by  Keystone 

ONE  of  the  concerns  of  every 
pastor  is  the  inactive  member. 
This  classification  comprises 
from  one  third  to  two  thirds  of  the 
membership  of  Protestant  churches. 
These  individuals  were  baptized  into 
the  Christian  fellowship.  What  is  the 
reason  for  their  inactivity?  Some 
may  have  been  brought  into  the 
church  by  pressure  or  force.  In  some 
instances  the  conversion  experience 
was  not  genuine;  there  was  no  real 
"turning  about,"  no  change  of  life. 
In  other  cases  the  church  is  to  blame 
for  inadequate  teaching  and  prepara- 
tion for  church  membership  of  those 
who  have  grown  up  in  the  church. 
Sometimes  the  sinful  and  secular  in- 
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fluences  of  the  community  are  too 
strong,  the  home  foundations  too  un- 
steady, and  the  church  too  anemic. 
Sometimes  the  new  member  has 
been  taken  in  and  then  left  to  shift 
for  himself.  The  old  cliques  in  the 
church  went  merrily  and  selfishly  on 
their  way,  leaving  the  convert  cold 
and  friendless.  It  should  be  recog- 
nized, too,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  and 
premeditated  choice  of  some  people 
to  be  inactive  church  members. 

Thousands  of  people  who  move 
from  one  community  to  another  fail 
to  move  their  church  membership. 
They  want  to  "shop  around"  or  they 
want  to  take  a  vacation  from  religion 
and  all  church  responsibility.  They 
taste  the  pleasures  of  the  world  and 
soon  get  out  of  the  habit  of  going  to 
church.  Sunday  is  a  day  of  selfish 
pleasure  seeking,  for  many. 

Can  we  do  anything  about  it?  Yes! 
We  may  also  find  some  consolation  in 


the  fact  that  this  is  not  a  new 
phenomenon.  It  has  happened  in 
every  age  since  man  first  awakened 
to  the  glory  of  God.  Jesus  was  con- 
cerned about  these  people  in  his  day. 
When  he  sent  out  the  twelve  he 
said,  "Go  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel"  (Matt.  10: 6).  In  our 
day  there  are  several  ways  in  which 
we  may  go  to  these  "lost  sheep." 

1.  Go  by  mail. 

A  great  deal  of  business  is  being 
done  by  mail.  The  average  church 
is  not  doing  as  much  as  it  could  by 
this  method.  Mail  service  is  com- 
paratively cheap  and  quite  effective. 
Most  people  enjoy  receiving  mail, 
especially  personal  mail.  Most 
churches  send  out  occasional  mime- 
ographed letters.  The  weekly  bul- 
letins may  be  mailed  to  those  who 
are  not  in  the  worship  service.  But 
more  effective  than  these  is  the 
handwritten  greeting.  Everyone  has 
a  birthday  once  a  year.  A  greeting 
from  the  pastor  with  a  personal  note 
of  encouragement  will  be  greatly 
appreciated,  even  by  inactive  mem- 
bers. 

The  pastor  may  minister  to  those 
who  live  at  a  distance,  through  a 
systematic  plan  of  letter  writing 
which  includes  all  the  nonresident 
members,  once  a  year.  This  letter 
should  be  joyous  and  positive  in  out- 
look, calling  attention  to  special  and 
significant  activities  of  the  church. 
It  should  be  warm  with  Christian 
love,  giving  encouragement  in  the 
Way  and  calling  attention  to  a  signif- 
icant verse  of  Scripture. 

2.  Go  in  fellowship. 

The  church  may  include  inactive 
members  in  the  informal  fellowship 
gatherings  and,  by  circling  them  with 
Christian  friendship,  win  them  into 
active  participation  in  the  program 
of  the  kingdom.  Class  parties,  socials 
and  picnics  will  attract  some  who 
may  then  be  encouraged  in  further 
participation. 

The  church  should  never  cheapen 
the  gospel  nor  minimize  the  Chris- 
tian's responsibility  to  take  up  the 
cross,  deny  self  and  follow  Christ. 
But  all  of  us  are  social  beings.  Many 
people  are  lost  to  the  church  for 
want  of  a  warm  Christian  friendship. 
They  find  friendship  in  secular  or- 
ganizations and  give  their  devotion 
to  them.  Jesus'  friendship  saved 
Zacchaeus,  Mary  Magdalene,  Peter 
and  a  host  of  others. 


How  Can   We  Start  an   Audio-Visual 
Aid    Department   in   Our  Church? 


John  F.  Young 

Middlebury,  Indiana 


rHE  success  or  failure  of  any  un- 
dertaking is  usually  determined 
by  the  guidance  it  receives  and 
I  the  support  it  is  given  from  those 
horn  it  affects.  The  use  of  audio- 
sual  aids  in  the  church  program  is 
)  exception.  It  is  not  the  purpose 
1  this  article  to  present  the  short- 
imings  and  the  successes  of  the  use 
I  aids  in  the  church,  but  rather  to 
ve  some  specific  suggestions  that 
ay  help  church  groups  to  organize 
1  audio-visual  aid  department  in 
ich  a  way  that  it  will  benefit  the 
itire  church. 

When  the  term  audio-visual  aid  is 
sed,  the  following  are  called  to 
lind:  still  pictures,  maps,  charts, 
lackboard,  globes,  drama,  speci- 
lens,  projected  pictures  (slides  and 
paque),  recorders,  phonograph  re- 
adings, motion  pictures,  flannel- 
raphs,  filmstrips  and  other  items 
sed  to  aid  us  in  the  thing  we  are 
•ying  to  accomplish. 

Learn  what  has  been  and  is  being 

done  in  this  field. 

Attend  audio-visual  workshops 
nd  conferences.  Read  all  available 
terature  on  the  subject.  Visit  and 
bserve  churches  where  aids  are 
sed. 

Arrange  local  forums,  directed  by 
n  expert  in  audio-visual  aid  utiliza- 
ion.  Contact  the  audio-visual  aid 
irector  in  your  district.  He  has  in- 
Drmation  of  value  and  is  willing  to 
elp  you. 
[.  Develop  an  understanding  and  an 

appreciation  of  audio-visual   aids. 

Invite  a  special  group  or  class  in 
le  church  to  have  the  development 
E  such  a  department  as  their  proj- 

± 

Encourage  Sunday-school  groups 
I)  use  inexpensive  aids,  such  as  the 

lackboard,    bulletin    board,    maps, 

at    pictures    and    charts.     Present 


well-planned  services  where  audio- 
visual aids  are  used.  This  will  show 
the  congregation  what  aids  can  do 
to  add  to  a  worshipful  atmosphere. 

Above  all,  stress  the  fact  that  all 
aids  are  what  their  name  implies — 
aids;  they  are  not  substitutes  for  the 
teaching  and  preaching  program. 
III.  Experiment  and  evaluate  by  ac- 
tually using  all  aids  possible. 

Once  a  group  becomes  interested 
in  the  use  of  aids  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  some  experimenting  may 
be  done.  Most  groups  have  found  it 
is  well  to  start  with  inexpensive  aids 
and  work  into  bigger  things. 

Someone  in  the  group,  perhaps  the 
audio-visual  aid  director,  should 
keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  bene- 
fits and  shortcomings  of  aids  as  they 
are  used.  A  file  on  audio-visual  aids 
has  been  found  to  be  more  beneficial 
than  "memories." 

Evaluation  will  lead  toward  con- 
tinued improvement;  without  it, 
failure  is  almost  inevitable.  Once  the 
department  is  started  it  is  compara- 
ble to  a  child — its  growth  is  deter- 
mined by  the  care  it  receives  and  the 
experiences  it  encounters.  If  we 
want  it  to  develop  into  a  grownup 
that  will  "go  about  doing  good,"  we 
must  give  the  audio-visual  aid  pro- 
gram our  guidance,  our  financial  sup- 
port and  our  belief  that  it  can  give 
to  our  church  program  added  value. 
References: 

Department  of  Audio-Visual  Edu- 
cation, General  Brotherhood  Board — 
Church  of  the  Brethren,   Elgin,   111. 

Visual  Aids  in  the  Church,  by 
Rogers  and  Vieth. 

Church  Films  (published  quarter- 
ly), H.  Thorpe  Covington  Co.,  605  W. 
Washington  Blvd.,  Chicago,  111. 

Audio-Visual  Aids  to  Instruction, 
by  McKoen  &  Roberts,  McGraw-Hill 
Book  Co.,  New  York. 


tion,  at  stated  intervals,  or  as  called 
upon.    Every  church  should  have  a 
personal  visitation  campaign  at  least 
once  a  year. 
4.  Clear  the  records. 

If  all  methods  fail  to  revive  the  in- 
active member,  as  they  sometimes 
will,  what  then?  For  the  sake  of 
keeping  the  records  of  the  church 
reasonably  accurate,  there  should  be 
a  definite  plan  of  procedure,  adopted 
by  the  church  council.  "An  active 
member  is  one  who  avails  himself  of 
the  public  means  of  grace  by  attend- 
ing some  regular  church  service,  or 
a  communion  service,  or  contributes 
to  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  the 
various  enterprises  in  such  a  way  as 
he  is  able"  (Annual  Conference  min- 
utes, 1932,  p.  7).  Members  who  are 
inactive  for  two  years  might  have 
their  names  removed  from  the  active 
roll  and  published  records.  If  they 
later  request  a  church  letter  it  may 
be  granted. 

Church  letters  should  not  be 
mailed  to  individuals.  They  should 
be  transferred  from  church  to 
church.  Sending  letters  that  are  un- 
requested  may  cause  further  offense. 

Let  us  keep  all  our  dealings  on 
the  level  of  Christian  love  and  kind- 
ness that  the  church  of  Christ  may 
be  built  up.  Let  us  always  remem- 
ber that  every  soul  is  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  God. 


Active  men's  and  women's  organi- 
itions  in  the  church  can  be  a  great 
essing  to  the  church.  A  plan  which 
>me  churches  find  helpful  is  to  get 
lult  classes  grouped  in  small  fel- 
wship  circles  of  three  families  each, 
ne  of  the  families  in  a  circle  may 
s  inactive.  They  meet  in  one  an- 
her's  homes  for  meals  and  fellow- 
ip,  sharing  in  the  responsibility  for 
e  meals.  The  groups  are  re- 
uffled  quarterly. 


3.  Go  in  person. 

Consistent  Visitation,  which  is 
done  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  will 
strengthen  any  church.  Inactive 
members  are  spiritually  sick.  They 
should  not  be  babied,  but  they 
should  be  visited,  encouraged  and 
built  up  through  intercessory  prayer. 
If  the  pastor  does  a  good  job  of 
visiting,  he  can  also  get  the  co- 
operation of  some  consecrated  lay- 
men who  will  help  in  personal  visita- 


VISUAL   AIDS 


IT  CAN  HAPPEN  IN  SUMMER 
is  the  filmstrip  which  can  help  every 
local  church  in  its  planning  for  a 
vacation  church  school.  Produced  in 
recent  months  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  this 
filmstrip  is  an  excellent  "how-to-do- 
it" visual  aid  which  every  pastor 
or  Sunday-school  superintendent 
might  use  with  profit.  It  will  go  a 
long  way  to  boost  interest  in  church- 
es where  interest  in  vacation  church 
schools  has  been  weak.  The  script 
was  prepared  by  Dessie  Miller,  our 
director  of  children's  work. 

IT   CAN  HAPPEN   IN   SUMMER 

may  be  secured  from  your  regional 

director  of  children's  work  or  from 

VISUAL   EDUCATION    SERVICE 

General  Brotherhood  Board 

22  S.  State  Street 

Elgin,  111. 

Rental,  50c.  The  sale  price  is  $2.50 

from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 
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H    Our  Mission  Work 

he  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneiia  C.  Mow 


Evangelism 


Lepers  building  a  road 


WHEN  people  talk  about  lep- 
rosy, immediately  a  feeling 
of  horror  and  revulsion  comes 
over  us,  because  for  thousands  of 
years  leprosy  has  been  a  disease  of 
the  most  loathsome  nature.  It  has 
caused  rulers  to  abdicate  their 
thrones,  families  to  be  divided,  hus- 
bands to  leave  their  wives,  mothers 
and  children.  It  has  meant  that 
lepers  must  spend  the  rest  of  their 
lives  as  social  outcasts,  begging  a 
morsel  to  eat  in  order  to  extend  their 
miserable  existence  a  few  days  more. 

Jesus  wrought  some  of  his  most 
memorable  miracles  in  the  healing 
of  leprosy,  and  the  example  which 
he  gave  to  his  followers  has  been 
followed  by  the  Christian  church 
in  its  effort  to  alleviate  the  suffering 
of  this  dread  disease.  For  many 
centuries  the  church  was  the  only 
agency  which  did  try  to  help  lepers, 
and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is 
following  a  true  Christian  tradition 
in  its  work  among  the  lepers  of 
Northern  Nigeria.  The  work  which 
was  begun  in  the  early  days  of  the 
mission  has  grown  now  to  a  colony 
of  over  1,500  patients  undergoing 
treatment  and  living  almost  normal 
lives  in  little  villages  scattered  over 
the  more  than  5,000  acres  of  fertile 
river  valley.  The  work  which  was 
begun  among  the  people  of  the 
immediate  area  has  been  extended 
so  that  people  come  from  more  than 
150  miles  for  treatment,  and  there 
are  forty-six  different  languages  rep- 
resented. 

Even  though  these  people  live  here 
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primarily  for  the  treatment  of  their 
sickness,  from  the  founding  of  the 
colony  Christian  evangelistic  work 
has  been  carried  out  among  the 
lepers  with  excellent  results.  To- 
day, the  leper  colony  has  a  large 
flourishing  and  enthusiastic  church, 
which  is  practically  self-supporting 
and  self-governing.  The  church  is 
led  by  the  African  pastor,  Maisule, 
along  with  the  church  committee, 
which  is  made  up  of  the  elected  rep- 
resentatives of  the  congregation.  The 
missionaries  are  represented  only  by 
the  elder  and*  the  advisory  pastor. 
With  this  type  of  organization,  the 
Africans  feel  that  it  is  their  own 
church  much  more  than  if  the  mis- 
sionaries did  everything,  and  they 
feel  as  if  they  can  bring  forward 
their  own  ideas. 

Each  little  village  in  the  colony 
has  its  own  chapel,  and  the  day  is 
begun  and  ended  with  prayers.  Out 
of  these  prayer  groups,  led  by  the 
African  Christians,  comes  an  interest 
in  the  message  of  Christ.  For  many 
it  is  the  first  time  they  have  heard 
the  good  news  of  the  gospel.  This 
new  interest  is  furthered  and  nur- 
tured in  the  schools  for  children  and 
adults,  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Sunday  school  and 
regular  church  services.  For  those 
who  are  advancing  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  gospel,  there  are  special 
classes  teaching  the  ones  who  are 
seeking  baptism  or  the  Christian 
covenant.  All  of  these  groups  are 
powerful  factors  in  the  growth  of 
the  church  among  the  lepers. 

The  Sunday  church  services  are 
the   high   point  of   the   week.    Im- 


Girl    carrying    water.     She   is   a! 
resident  in  the  leper  colony 

mediately  after  the  divisional  Sun-| 
day-school  classes,  the  congregation! 
gathers  in  the  church  building.   The} 
building  is  not  large  enough  for  all 
to   sit   inside,    so    many   sit   in   the' 
windows   or  even  on  the  platform. 
The  joyous  enthusiasm  of  the  con- 
gregation, expressed  in  their  singing, 
is  a  never-failing  source  of  inspira- 
tion  to  any  person  attending.    Be- 
cause of  the  large  number  of  lan- 
guage groups  represented,  the  serv-j 
ices  are  always  in  two  languages  :j 
Bura,   the  language   of  the  missionj 
area,  and  Hausa,  the  lingua  franca] 
of   West   Africa.    The   sermons   are 
usually  given  by  one  of  the  African 
Christians,  with  occasionally  one  by 
a    missionary,     and    their    sermons 
show    thoughtful    preparation    and 
deep  devotion. 


To  see  the  growth  of  the  lepers  in 
Christian  service  and  knowledge, 
climaxing  in  the  acceptance  of  Christ 
and  baptism,  is  the  greatest  joy  of 
the  missionary  staff.  But  for  the 
new  Christians  it  is  only  the  be- 
ginning of  their  work,  because  prac- 
tically all  are  filled  with  a  desire  to 
win  other  souls  to  Christ  in  the  spirit 
of  the  early  Christian  church.    Not 


only  in  the  ones  remaining  many 
years  in  the  colony  is  this  found, 
but  those  who  return  home  to  their 
own  people  carry  the  gospel  of 
Christ  with  them.  Thus  the  evan- 
gelistic force  of  the  leper  colony  is 
extended  far  beyond  its  boundaries. 
However,  there  are  still  many 
problems,  and  the  work  needs  the 
prayers  of  the  whole  church.    The 


temptations  to  fall  away  into  sin 
or  to  lapse  back  into  paganism  or 
Mohammedanism  are  always  great, 
much  greater  than  an  American 
Christian  has  to  face.  But  with  the 
continued  support  of  the  church  in 
prayer  and  funds,  God  willing,  the 
work  among  these  unfortunate  peo- 
ple will  become  a  greater  force  in 
spreading  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Church  at  Home 
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More  Than  a  Century 
of  Service 


ON  SUNDAY,  Oct.  2,  1949,  the 
Sidney  church  of  Southern 
Ohio  celebrated  its  one  hun- 
dred ninth  anniversary;  it  was  also 
the  time  of  dedication  for  its  newly 
remodeled  church  building.  In  a  spe- 
cial service  Charles  E.  Zunkel,  sec- 
retary of  the  Ministry  and  Home 
Mission  Commission,  brought  the 
message. 

By  the  year  1800  a  number  of 
Brethren  people  had  settled  in  the 
region  of  Mosquito  Creek,   east  of 


the  city  of  Sidney.  At  first  they  held 
their  meetings  in  the  homes  and  the 
love  feasts  were  held  in  the  barns 
of  the  members. 

The  group  become  an  officially 
organized  body  in  the  year  1806.  The 
membership  grew  until  seventy-five 
members  decided  to  build  a  house 
of  worship.  A  red  brick  building  was 
erected  southeast  of  the  village  of 
Pasco.  It  was  completed  in  1840  and 
can  still  be  seen  on  the  same  site 
but  is  now  used  as  a  residence. 


Top:    Sidney 
church  today 


Left:     Old    Sid- 
ney church 


In  1894  the  building  occupied  by 
the  Methodists  in  Sidney  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Ohio  and  South  Streets  was 
purchased  and  the  organization 
moved  to  the  city  of  Sidney. 

In  1905  a  part  of  the  present  build- 
ing was  erected  on  Grove  Street.  In 
1914  a  wing  was  added  to  the  build- 
ing. The  district  mission  board 
granted  the  right  of  self-support  in 
1919.  Several  minor  improvements 
were  added  to  the  church  from  time 
to  time. 

On  Easter  1948,  a  drive  was  started 
for  a  $10,000  building  program.  By 
the  following  Easter  more  than  the 
$10,000  had  been  raised.  The  work 
was  started  on  a  new  basement  thir- 
ty feet  north  with  classrooms  above. 
The  main  auditorium  was  enlarged 
and  refinished.  The  entire  building 
was  improved  and  redecorated  plus 
the  addition  of  choir  room  and 
classrooms. 

Bro.  Jesse  Bowser  has  been  pastor 
of  the  church  for  the  past  four  years. 
Seventy-five  members  have  been 
added,  bringing  the  membership 
to  265. 

The  Sidney  church  has  had  a 
splendid  history  and  we  trust  that 
it  has  an  even  greater  future  for 
growth  in  kingdom  building. 
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ILLCREST  SCHOOL  is  one  of 
the  great  experiments  in  race 
relations  and  brotherhood 
building  in  northern  Nigeria  and  per- 
haps in  all  Africa.  Missionaries  go 
out  for  the  specific  purpose  of  work- 
ing with  the  African  in  the  village, 
but  when  their  children  and  the  in- 
stitution which  is  providing  their 
education  accept  the  races  with  their 
peculiar  customs  as  being  equal  to 
their  own  race,  we  can  say  that  even 
these     children     are     missionaries. 

This  attitude  of  brotherhood  often 
seems  strange  to  some  pupils  and  to 
some  patrons.  A  Syrian  father 
brought  his  two  sons  to  enter  school. 
He  had  with  him  all  of  their  bag- 
gage and  politely  inquired,  "Will 
you  please  show  me  where  the  Syr- 
ian boys  stay  so  that  I  might  take 
in  their  things?"  He  was  told  that 
there  was  no  separation  of  races  and 
nationalities  here  in  our  school. 
Later  his  expressions  revealed  that 
this  idea  was  quite  new  to  him. 

The  Hillcrest  School  student  body 
is  composed  of  a  widely  scattered 
group  as  far  as  the  location  of  their 
homes  is  concerned.  The  opening  of 
a  school  year  is  an  interesting  spec- 
tacle. Children  are  scheduled  to  ar- 
rive in  almost  every  conceivable 
way.  Our  own  mission  children  must 
come  over  four  hundred  miles  by 
truck.  Others  are  brought  by  their 
parents  while  some  are  sent  under 
the  charge  of  some  African  em- 
ployee. A  number  of  the  parents 
have  never  seen  the  school,  for  they 
send  their  children  by  air.  The  cos- 
mopolitan group  is  composed  of 
British,  American,  Danish,  Swedish, 
Polish,  African,  Indian  and  Syrian 
children.  In  some  cases  there  is 
only  one  of  each.  Catholics,  Prot- 
estants and  Mohammedans  work, 
play,  eat,  study  and  worship  to- 
gether as  one  family  with  no  more 
ill  will  being  manifest  than  could 
be  expected  from  a  homogeneous 
collection  of  any  one  nationality. 
Each  possesses  his  own  personality 
with  its  weaknesses,  fears,  loves  and 
accomplishments.  They  represent 
widely  different  financial  and  cul- 
tural backgrounds.  Some  of  the 
Syrian  patrons  could  purchase  and 
operate  Hillcrest  School  from  their 
income  while  others  live  on  a  mis- 
sionary allotment  or  the  miscellane- 
ous gifts  from  churches  and  friends. 
In  spite  of  this  background,  each 
child  has  surrendered  himself  to  the 
project  of  trying  to  live  happily  to- 
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gether  under  one  roof  and  around 
one  table.  They  make  friends  read- 
ily and  share  with  them  the  last 
piece  of  candy.  The  six-year-old 
who  was  unable  to  speak  English 
has  been  a  special  project  of  all 
the  children.  Many  times  during  the 
course  of  a  day  some  little  person 
could  be  found  pointing  to  an  ob- 
ject and  repeatedly  calling  the  Eng- 
lish name  for  it.  It  was  a  particular 
joy  to  all  when  Joseph  began  to  say 
his  first  English  words.  One  night  a 
seven-year-old  rushed  up  and  ex- 
claimed, "Joseph  can  say  pajamas, 
shoe  and  good  night." 

Many  interesting  things  happen  in 
a  situation  such  as  this.  The  audi- 
ble petitions  that  are  prayed  by  the 
younger  children  are  really  touching, 
for  they  always  remember  each 
member  of  their  families  and  any 
of  their  friends  "who  are  in  travel 
this  night."  In  this  group  we  have 
never  a  shortage  of  stories  of  how 
the  hyenas,  leopards  and  snakes 
roam  close  around  their  compounds. 
Then  there  are  experiences  of  get- 
ting stalled  in  the  middle  of  a  ris- 
ing river,  being  forced  to  sleep  out 
all  night  in  pouring  rain,  of  thieves 
taking  much  of  the  household  goods 
or  of  Daddy  and  Mother  working 
to  help  people  to  learn  to  love  Jesus. 

When  people  visit  the  school  they 
are  impressed  with  the  tremendous 
amount  of  work  that  has  gone  into 
the  building  of  the  school  and  board- 
ing home  and  into  the  planning  of 
the  school  program.  This  good  work 
has  earned  for  the  school  a  reputa- 
tion throughout  Nigeria  and  other 
sections  of  Africa.  The  knocking  for 
admittance  is  an  increasing  crescen- 
do. Among  the  present  applications 
is  an  American  Negro  missionary 
desiring  that  his  children  have  the 
advantage  of  an  American  educa- 
tional system.  Word  was  received 
today  from  the  Nigerian  education- 
al officer  that  another  British  of- 
ficer had  refused  to  come  to  Ni- 
geria until  he  was  assured  education 
for  his  two  daughters.  The  prov- 
ince public  works  administrator 
wished  to  leave  his  children  with  us 
while  he  and  his  wife  go  back  to 
England  for  a  year  of  leave.  What 
can  we  say  to  these  and  many  oth- 
ers? The  school  is  filled  to  capacity. 
The  experiment  is  limited.  Moham- 
medans are  very  difficult  to  reach 
with  a  religious  program,  but  many 
are  seeking  education  here.  When 
once  enrolled,  they  automatically  at- 
tend morning  devotions  and  evening 
prayers.  Those  in  the  upper  grades 
are  required  to  take  the  Bible  course. 
Surely  this  would  be  one  way  of 
teaching  Christ  to  those  who  do  not 
know  him. 


A  fifteen-year-old  Catholic  boy  who 
has  attended  our  school  for  several 
terms  has  declared  that  as  soon  as 
he  is  old  enough  to  be  on  his  own, 
he  intends  to  join  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  be  a  missionary.  A 
Mohammedan  boy  wrote  home,  "I 
like  it  here  and  especially  do  I  like 
the  prayers   and  church  service." 

Hillcrest  School  has  never  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Africa  mission  budget. 
From  time  to  time  it  has  gotten 
grants  from  its  funds  for  building 
and  equipment  and  the  five  staff 
members  are  paid  from  mission 
funds.  The  plan  is  for  the  school  to 
be  self-supporting  and  we  believe 
it  can  be,  but  with  our  present 
charges  for  schooling,  we  cannot 
hope  to  build  or  expand.  The  tuition 
is  all  that  any  parent  can  or  would 
afford  since  we  draw  the  larger  part 
of  our  student  body  from  mission 
families.  We  are  in  serious  need  of 
a  chapel  for  worship  and  an  addi- 
tional classroom.  But  as  all  mission 
budgets  for  the  year  have  been  cut, 
we  cannot  hope  for  these  for  sev- 
eral years.  As  a  result,  many  must 
be  turned  away  and  we  lose  that 
opportunity  for  witnessing.  In  an- 
swer to  our  closed  doors,  plans  are 
being  made  to  build  other  schools 
which  will  be  run  entirely  on  a 
secular  basis.  To  these  schools  will 
go  the  Mohammedans  and  others 
that  could  be  influenced  for  Christ. 

Hillcrest  School  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  life  of  our  present  Af- 
rica mission  program  as  it  trains 
Brethren  youth  and  influences  oth- 
ers in  the  s*pirit  of  brotherhood. 


Indian  Christians  Come 
to  America 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Khantilal  Bhagat  of 
Anklesvar,  India,  arrived  in  America 
on  Sept.  3,  1949.  The  first  members 
of  the  Indian  Church  of  the  Brethren 
to  visit  this  country  stayed  first  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ira 
Moomaw,  former  missionaries  to  In- 
dia. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bhagat  are  attend- 
ing school  at  Andover  Newton,  near 
Boston,  Mass.  Mr.  Bhagat's  father, 
Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat,  plans  to  come 
to  the  United  States  next  April.  The 
Bhagats  traveled  with  a  friend  who 
is  on  a  goodwill  speaking  tour  in ; 
the  United  States. 

The  Amwell  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Sergeantsville,  N.  J.,  were  hosts 
to  these  fellow  Christians  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  4.  The  church  planned  a  cov- 
ered-dish meal  and  a  day  of  fellow- 
ship so  that  they  might  become 
acquainted  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bhagat.—  Sarah  C.  Delts,  Stockton,! 
N.J. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

rwenty  Years  of  Pastoral  Service 
Celebrated 

The  week  end  of  Dec.  4  was  a 
•ed-letter  event  in  the  history  of  the 
Walnut  Grove  church,  Johnstown, 
?a.  It  was  a  celebration  in  honor 
>f  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
jastoral  service  of  Bro.  J.  A.  Robin- 
ion.  The  committee  arranged  for 
m  open  house  program  on  Saturday 
jvening,  which  was  held  in  the 
:hurch  parlors.  Almost  400  guests 
greeted  our  pastor  and  his  wife  at 
hat  time.  A  special  service  was  held 
>n  Sunday  morning.  Bro.  J.  A.  Rob- 
nson  brought  the  message,  My 
Dream  for  This  Church.  Both  the 
idult  and  junior  choirs  sang  an- 
hems.  The  afternoon  service  was 
n  the  form  of  a  recognition  service, 
tt  which  were  greetings  from  the 
ocal  church,  the  region  and  the 
Western  District,  the  assistant  pas- 
or,  the  Conemaugh  Valley  and  city 
ninisteriums.  Several  letters  and 
elegrams  were  read  which  had  been 
ent  by  those  who  could  not  attend. 
Appropriate  remarks  were  given  by 
he  sons  of  Brother  and  Sister  Rob- 
nson,  Paul  M.,  pastor  of  the  Hagers- 
own,  Md.,  church,  and  Donald,  also 
i  minister  who  is  attending  Juniata 
College.  The  evening  message,  Un- 
inished  Business,  was  brought  by 
Bro.  Paul  M.  Robinson.  Special  mu- 
ic  was  contributed  by  J.  Lloyd  Jones 
tnd  Ray  Berkebile.  The  pastor  and 
lis  wife  received  many  useful  gifts 
md  a  generous  love  offering  in  cash, 
["he  church  has  appreciated  the  serv- 
ces  of  both  our  pastor  and  his  wife 
ind  our  good  wishes  go  to  them  as 
hey  start  their  twenty-first  year  of 
service.  May  God  bless  them  both 
vith  health  and  strength  and  a  dou- 
ble portion  of  his  spirit.  —  Emelia 
jran  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

A  Vital  Test  Case  Concerning 
Alcohol 

We,  of  the  church,  are  faced  with 
real  "test  case"  of  our  ability  to 
'.ght  the  alcoholic  evils  that  exist 
within  our  midst.  The  United  States 
irewer's  Foundation  has  undertaken 
3  place  beer  in  every  American 
ome.  They  are  seeking  to  gain  their 
esired  end  by  the  "Home  Life  in 
onerica"  series  of  advertisements  in 
ur  magazines.  The  distilled  liquor 
ldustry  is  attempting  to  get  its 
roducts  advertised  widely  over  the 
ir  in  addition  to  other  means  of 
ivertising. 
The  "test  case"  will  come  during 
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BROTHERHOOD  FUND  SUGGESTED  GOALS 
Fiscal    Period    March    1,    1950    lo    September    30,    1950 

WHEN  we  plan  and  purpose  to  achieve,  we  marshall  our  spiritual  and 
financial  resources  to  accomplish  the  desired  end.   Like  Paul,  it  is  our 
privilege  and  responsibility  to  "press  on  toward  the  goal"  (see  Phil. 
3:  14)  as  we  serve  through  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

District  goals  that  add  up  to  seven  twelfths  of  the  year's  Brotherhood 
Fund  total  of  $1,152,000,  as  approved  by  Conference,  are  given  below.  As 
the  church  operates  on  a  new  fiscal  year,  beginning  Oct.  1,  1950,  these 
goals  are  seven  twelfths  of  annual  sums  inasmuch  as  the  "change-over" 
fiscal  period  is  from  March  1,  1950,  to  September  30,  1950.  These  district 
objectives  are  based  upon  those  that  had  been  approved  by  district  meetings 
for  the  previous  year,  plus  the  addition  of  approximately  2%  to  equal  the 
seven-month  Brotherhood  Fund  goal  of  $672,000 — seven  twelfths  of  $1,152,- 
000.  As  thirty  of  the  districts  will  hold  conferences  during  the  short  fiscal 
period,  consideration  of  a  suggested  short-term  goal,  and  also  the  financial 
objective  for  the  full  year  beginning  Oct.  1,  1950,  might  well  be  major 
items  of  business.  District  meeting  affords  an  unsurpassed  opportunity  for 
democratic  action  on  what  members  will  be  asked  to  do  in  support  of  the 
wider  outreach  of  the  church. 

Regional  secretaries  have  advised  district  board  members  of  these  sug- 
gested goals.  It  is  the  hope  that  all  members  will  accept  the  goal  of  their 
district  as  a  minimum  challenge.  This  and  more  is  necessary  if  the  church 
would  fulfill  her  world  mission. 

While  budget  items  appear  in  dollars,  it  is  always  well  to  interpret 
them  in  terms  of  the  spiritual  ministry  whch  these  dollars  represent. 


Florida  and  Georgia  $  3,845 

Mardela    6,500 

Maryland,    E 19,825 

Maryland,  M 13,300 

Maryland,  W 1,775 

N.  &  S.  Carolina 850 

Tennessee    2,130 

Virginia,  E 3,250 

Virginia,  1st 8,000 

Virginia,  N 14,200 

Virginia,    2nd    15,675 

Virginia,  S 7,275 

West  Virginia,  1st   7,395 

West  Virginia,  2nd 800 


SOUTHEASTERN  REGION 
TOTAL 


$104,820 


Colorado $  4,725 

Iowa,  M 10,650 

Iowa,  N.,  Minn.,  S.  Dak 1 1,250 

Iowa,  S 2,975 

Kansas,  N.  E 4,750 

Kansas,  N.  W 3,550 

Kansas,  S.  E 2,000 

Kansas,  S.  W 8,775 

Missouri,  M 1,000 

Missouri,  N 2,400 

Missouri,  S 800 

Nebraska    4,100 

North  Dakota  &  E.  Montana 3,500 

Oklahoma    5,325 

Texas  and  Louisiana 2,100 


Pennsylvania,  E $  88,750 

Pennsylvania,  M.  . . ., 35,500 

Pennsylvania,  S.  E.  &  N.  J.  &  Del.  .  9,725 

Pennsylvania,  S 35,500 

Pennsylvania,  W 34,325 


EASTERN  REGION  TOTAL 


$203,800 


California,   N $  18,900 

California,  S 17,000 

Canada    1,500 

Idaho   and  W.  Montana    4,800 

Oregon    1,500 

Washington   5,600 


WESTERN  REGION  TOTAL  $  67,900 

Illinois,  N.,  &  Wis $  22,500 

Illinois,  S 11,250 

Indiana,  M 33,125 

Indiana,  N 39,650 

Indiana,  S 13,600 

Michigan    8,575 

Ohio,  N.  E 20,100 

Ohio,  N.  W 11,825 

Ohio,  S 53,250 


CENTRAL  REGION  TOTAL  $213,875 

Brotherhood-at-large  $  32,305 


PACIFIC   COAST  REGION 
TOTAL 


$  49,300 


BROTHERHOOD  TOTAL  GOAL 
(7-month  period) 


$672,000 


this  session  of  Congress.  Senator 
Langer  of  North  Dakota  has  intro- 
duced a  bill,  S.  1847,  to  ban  alcoholic 
beverage  advertising  from  the  mails 
and  over  the  air.  This  would  elimi- 
nate such  advertising  from  all  means 
of  communication  of  an  interstate 
nature.  This  would  mean  that  any 
newspaper,  magazine,  radio  broad- 
cast   or    television    broadcast    that 


crossed  any  state  border  would  be 
barred  from  carrying  such  advertis- 
ing. 

This  is  essentially  the  same  bill 
that  Senator  Capper  of  Kansas 
worked  for  so  enthusiastically.  We 
should  be  thankful  that  we  have 
great  Americans  who  will  champion 
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the  very  best  causes  and  be  our  serv- 
ants. 

The  case  really  tests  the  interest 
and  earnestness ,  of  Christians. 
Frances  Willard's  statement,  "The 
alcohol  traffic  would  kill  the  church 
if  it  could,  and  the  church  could 
kill  the  alcoholic  traffic  if  it  would," 
is  still  true.  What  will  we  do  in 
this  case? 

The  Christian  Education  Commis- 
sion authorized  James  Renz,  the  tem- 
perance secretary,  to  appear  and  tes- 
tify at  the  hearing  on  behalf  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  is  a  great 
opportunity  and  a  large  responsibili- 
ty. The  hearing  was  on  Jan.  12  and 
13,  1950,  in  Washington,  D.C. 

We  suggest  the  following: 

1.  Contact  your  congressman  or 
senator  now  and  express  your  desire 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

2.  Get  a  copy  of  the  bill  and  study 
it  in  your  Sunday  evening  forum 
meeting  or  in  your  Sunday-school 
class  or  some  other  meeting. 

3.  Talk  to  your  neighbors  about 
it.  Work  with  your  council  of 
churches,  ministerial  associations,  or 
other  community  organizations  to 
get  total  community  support. 

4.  Plan  now  to  put  on  a  letter 
writing  campaign  when  word  is  giv- 
en that  the  time  is  appropriate. 

5.  Study  the  problem  of  alcoholic 
beverage  advertising  as  it  relates 
itself  to  your  local  newspaper,  radio 
stations,  and  magazines  that  you  sub- 
scribe to. 

Will  we  aid  in  the  passage  of  this 
bill?  Will  the  alcoholic  beverage 
industry  win  the  test  case?  Will 
every  American  home  be  invaded 
by  the  advertising  of  all  alcoholic 
beverages  in  every  means  of  com- 
munication? Or  will  we  say  that 
we  are  now  ready  to  unite  with  all 
the  other  forces  of  clean  living  and 
eliminate  such  advertising  from  our 
midst? 

We  now  invite  you  to  join  with 
all  the  churches  and  organizations 
that  shall  fight  to  eliminate  such 
advertising  and  seek  to  make  the 
radio,  television,  magazines  and 
newspapers  means  of  communication 
that  we  are  happy  to  have  our  chil- 
dren use.  — James  Renz  ' 

Brethren  Anthems  Requested 

The  Music  and  Worship  Commit- 
tee of  the  church  has  set  to  work 
upon  another  venture,  that  of  com- 
piling, with  a  view  to  eventual  pub- 
lication, anthems  from  our  own 
authors  and  composers.  The  particu- 
lar kind  of  works  we  have  in  mind 


is  material  for  choirs:  anthems,  re- 
sponses, amens,  descants  or  other 
works  suitable  for  use  in  our  public 
worship.  These  should  be  easily 
within  the  vocal  ability  and  general 
musicianship  of  our  typical  church 
choirs. 

For  the  anthems,  we  suggest  that 
they  be  written  with  soprano  and 
alto  parts  on  the  same  staff  and  like- 
wise the  bass  and  tenor.  While  the 
strict  structural  simplicity  of  hymn 
tunes  need  not  be  followed,  we 
would  encourage  a  reasonable  re- 
straint from  elaboration.  The  texts 
can  be  from  any  source,  scriptural 
or  otherwise.  We  also  suggest  that 
submitted  descants  be  upon  well- 
known  hymns. 

The  Hymnal  Committee  received 
some  manuscripts  that  did  not  quite 
conform  to  the  structural  pattern 
necessary  for  a  hymnbook,  but 
showed  real  merit.  Such  a  group 
of  numbers  could  well  form  a  nucle- 
us around  which  to  build  our 
compilation. 

It  is  the  committee's  desire  to  con- 
tact every  possible  resource  of  the 
church  in  the  person  of  authors  and 
composers.  We  appreciate  the  co- 
operation of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
in  giving  this  open  invitation  to  all 
who  "have  the  gift"  to  submit  manu- 
scripts. Should  you  wish  further 
information  write  to  Donald  Fred- 


Abouf  Books 


erick  at  McPherson  College  or  the 
undersigned  at  Manchester  College; 
they  form  the  subcommittee  at  work 
on  this  item.  Manuscripts  should  be 
sent  to  one  or  the  other  of  these 
men. — Paul  Halladay,  for  the  Music 
and  Worship  Committee. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Harman  of  Harman, 
W.  Va.,  observed  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary on  Aug.  31,  1949.    Many  friends 


and  relatives  called  to  extend  congratula- 
tions and  the  couple  received  many  lovely 
and  useful  gifts.  The  couple  have  spent 
their  entire  life  in  this  community  and 
have  been  faithful  church  members.  Mrs. 
Harman  served  as  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent for  a  number  of  years. 

To  this  union  were  born  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living.  They  also  have 
eleven  grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
child. Five  of  their  children  were  present 
for  the  occasion.  The  couple  are  the  par- 
ents of  the  present  elder  of  our  church, 
Bro.  E.  S.  Harman. — Sara  Mae  Judy,  Har- 
man, W.  Va. 


Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


26 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


You  and  Psychiatry.  William  Men- 
ninger  and  Munro  Leaf.  Scribners, 
1949.    175  pages.    $1.50. 

This  book  is  by  one  of  the  most 
noted  psychiatrists  in  the  country 
who  is  saying  directly  to  all  of  us 
the  things  he  believes  we  ought  to 
know  about  how  personalities  grow 
and  why  we  do  what  we  do.  It 
is  a  comprehensive  statement  in  sim- 
ple language  of  what  psychoanalytic 
psychiatry  sees  as  the  developmental 
process  in  the  normal  and  the  ab- 
normal personality.  Although  men- 
tioning the  name  of  Freud  only  a 
few  times,  the  book  is  clearly  a 
statement  of  Freudian  theory  and 
results.  In  this  review  the  reviewer 
chooses  only  two  aspects  to  comment 
on:  (1)  the  candid  and  frank  discus- 
sion of  sex;  (2)  the  implications  for 
religion  in  such  a  book.  The  review- 
er would  suggest  that  anyone  who 
cannot  stand  hearing  someone  talk 
frankly  (but  not  obscenely)  about 
sex  and  other  natural  processes 
should  not  read  this  book.  Or  per- 
haps he  should  and  get  jarred  out 
of  an  attitude  that  can  spell  only 


emotional  difficulty  for  himself  and 
his  children.  The  discussion  of  the 
development  of  the  personality  and 
its  relation  to  the  early  years  of 
sexual  maturation  is  confirmed  at 
nearly  every  point  from  our  own 
counseling  practice.  We  are  ap- 
proaching a  healthier  day  when  par- 
ents will  be  able  to  speak  as  frankly 
with  their  children  about  sex  as  this 
book  does  to  the  parents.  This  is 
not  a  book  about  religion  but  one 
about  science.  Psychological  science 
has  something  to  say,  however,  about 
how  some  highly  discussed  religious 
goals  can  be  accomplished.  Menning- 
er's  statement  (page  45),  "We  learn 
to  love  because  our  parents  first 
loved  us,"  sounds  strangely  similar 
to  a  disciple's  statement,  "We  love 
him  because  he  first  loved  us."  There 
is  much  in  this  book  that  deals  with 
the  "stuff"  of  life  and  that  is  the 
grist  for  the  religious  mind.  In  an 
age  when  we  need  to  learn  much 
more  about  keeping  peace  of  mind 
and  rearing  children  with  peace  of 
mind,  this  book  can  be  helpful. — 
Jesse  H.  Ziegler. 


Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Small  of  Roanoke, 
111.,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anni- 
versary on  Jan.  1,  1950.  A  special  program 
of  poems  and  music  was  given  in  their 
honor  by  the  family.  Special  numbers  were 
played  by  Mrs.  Alan  Karschner  on  the  ma- 
rimba. Bro.  Hiatt,  the  pastor,  gave  a  talk 
on  the  sacredness  of  the  home  and  mar- 
riage vow,  closing  with  God's  blessing  on 
the  Smalls,  who  have  faithfully  served  the 
Panther  Creek  church  for  fifteen  years. 

Afterward  a  dinner  was  served  to  the 
family  and  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small  were  married  in 
Smith  Center,  Kansas.  The  couple  have  six 
children,  thirteen  grandchildren  and  five 
great-grandchildren.  The  children  are  as 
follows:  Mrs.  William  Miller  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Mrs.  Glen  Elliott  of  Fredericksburg, 
Iowa,  Mrs.  Loren  Garver  of  Decatur,  111., 
Francis  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Asher  of 
Mission,  Kansas,  and  Rufus  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.— Mrs.  Ira  T.  Hiatt,  Roanoke,  111. 

Golden  Wedding 

Elder  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Ward  of  Ottawa, 
Kansas,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  at  their  home  on  Jan.  1,  1950. 


A  family  dinner  was  held  at  noon  and 
ninety-three  guests  called  to  offer  congrat- 
ulations. Many  cards,  flowers  and  gifts 
were  also  received. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  were  married  Jan. 
1,  1900,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ward's  aunt 
and  uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Wilford, 
with  Bro.  I.  L.  Hoover  officiating.  In  1893 
Bro.  Ward  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Appanoose,  Kansas,  and  has 
held  his  membership  there  since  that 
time.  In  1906  he  was  called  to  the  ministry 
and  in  1920  was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 
He  has  always  served  in  the  free  ministry. 
Mrs.  Ward  united  with  the  church  at  Ap- 
panoose in  1900. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children.  The  youngest  daughter, 
Lois,  died  in  1935  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
Those  living  are:  Orlo  of  Osawatomie, 
Kansas,  Mrs.  Raymond  Bainer,  Mrs.  Roy  W. 
Browning,  John  L.  and  Eugene,  all  of  Ot- 
tawa, Kansas,  Roscoe  of  Pomona,  Kansas, 
Mrs.  Wayne  C.  Black  of  Tonganoxie,  Kan- 
sas, and  Mrs.  Burke  Devers  of  San  An- 
tonio, Texas.  They  also  have  fifteen  grand- 
children and  one  great-grandchild. — Mrs. 
Roy  W.  Browning,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Golden  Anniversary 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  C.  Snavely  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary 
on  Nov.  4,  1949,  at  their  home  near  Ver- 
montville,  Mich.  A  happy  family  reunion 
was  held  when  relatives  gathered  to  recall 
the  past  and  share  their  present  joys. 

I.  C.  Snavely  and  Virginia  Wine  were 
married  by  Bro.  A.  D.  Sollenberger  at  her 
home  near  Octavia,  Nebr.  They  immedi- 
ately began  work  in  the  Kearney  mission, 
Nebr.  During  the  years  that  followed,  the 
Snavelys  spent  three  years  at  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  and  held  pastorates  in 
Nebraska,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Colorado.  They  are  now  members  of  the 
Sunfield  congregation. 

The  couple  have  five  children  as  follows: 
Dale  L.  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Bernice  Bark- 
doll  of  Copemish,  Mich.,  Gladys  Welch  of 
Lake  Odessa,  Mich.,  Dr.  Lyle  E.  of  Glas- 
gow, Ky.,  and  Duane  E.  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

All  of  the  five  children  and  their  families 
spent  the  anniversary  day  with  their  par- 
ents.   Over  100  friends  called  at  the  open 


house  to  present  their  good  wishes.  Many 
letters  and  greetings  came  from  friends 
from  afar  to  this  couple  who  are  laboring 
so  faithfully  in  the  Master's  work. — Ber- 
nice J.  Barkdoll,  Copemish,  Mich. 

Bubb-Ruih. — Harvey  Bubb,  Jr.,  and  Doris 
Ruth,  both  of  Astoria,  HI.,  in  the  bride's 
home,  Dec.  24,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Homer  Kiracofe,  Astoria,  HI. 

Cline-Nichols. — Dorwin  S.  Cline  and  Bet- 
ty Mae  Nichols,  both  of  Nickerson,  Kansas, 
Dec.  10,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — H.   C.  Lehman,  Nickerson,   Kansas. 

Jordan-Hess. — Richard  Jordan  and  Jean 
Hess,  Aug.  28,  1949,  in  the  Ashland  Dickey 
church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — W.  H. 
Miley,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Landis-Dyson. — Dick  Landis  of  Wabash, 
Ind.,  and  Carolyn  Dyson  of  Roann,  Ind., 
Jan.  20,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — William  Eberly,  Roann,  Ind. 

Painter-Stegemoller, — Robert  G.  Painter 
of  Rillton,  Pa.,  and  Wilma  Louise  Stege- 
moller  of  Herminie,  Pa.,  Jan.  27,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — Fenton  H. 
Platter,  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Rexrode-Smiih. — Gale  Rexrode  and  Cath- 
erine E.  Smith,  both  of  Clover  Hill,  Va., 
Jan.  27,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — L.  M.  Clower,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Rowe-Kesler. — Glen  A.  Rowe  of  North 
Liberty,  Ind.,  and  Rosemary  Kesler  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  Jan.  22,  1950,  in  the  Sec- 
ond church,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— H.  W.  Eshelman,  South  Bend, 
Ind. 

Snyder-Taylor. — Burton  Snyder  and  Vir- 
ginia Ann  Taylor,  both  of  St.  John,  Kan- 
sas, Jan.  22,  1950,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  by  the  undersigned. — Wil- 
mer   E.   Brubaker,   St.   John,    Kansas. 

Siover-Dumond.  —  Robert  Stover  and 
Lois  Irene  Dumond,  in  the  Topeka  church, 
Kansas,  Dec.  22,  1949,  by  the  undersigned, 
the  bride's  father,  assisted  by  the  groom's 
father,  Bro.  Henry  'Stover.  —  Charles 
Dumond,  Sr.,  Topekaf  Kafnsas. 

Slump-Pearson.  —  Harvey  Stump  of 
Hockessin,  Del.,  and  Ilene  Pearson  of 
Boothwyn,  Pa.,  in  the  Wilmington  church, 
Nov.  12,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Norman 
F.  Ford,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Sruriwani-MUls. — Donald  Sturtwant  and 
Shirley  Mills  of  Kingsjey,  Iowa,  in  the 
Kingsley  church,  Jan.  18,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Vernon  S.  Lowell,  Kingsley, 
Iowa. 

Swiizer-Sieyer.  —  Walter  Switzer  and 
Marilyn  Steyer,  both  of  Waterford,  Calif., 
Jan.  20,  1950,  in  the  Waterford  church,  by 
Rev.  C.  Wesley  Brown  and  the  under- 
signed.—Leo  H.  Miller,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Thomas-Guishall. — Albertus  W.  Thomas 
and  Hazel  E.  Gutshall,  both  of  New  Ger- 
mantown,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Glenn  L.  Gingrich, 
Blain,  Pa. 

Turner-Stone. — Walter  Turner  and  Elsie 
Stone,  both  of  Bassett,  Va.,  in  Chesterfield, 
S.  C.j  Dec.  24,  1949.— Garnett  E.  Phibbs, 
Bassett,  Va. 

Unz-Draper. — Clyde  D.  Unz  of  Reddick, 
111.,  and  Martha  Louise  Draper  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  in  the  Flora  church,  Jan.  15,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora, 
Ind. 

Wert-Kerstetter.— Arthur  K.  Wert  of 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  J.  Kerstetter  of 
Mifflinsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Buffalo  church, 
Jan.  28,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Mervyn 
W.  Mensch,  Mifflinsburg,  Pa. 

Wildman-Conner. — Wallace  Wildman  of 
Macy,  Ind.,  and  Marilee  Conner  of  Peru, 
Ind.,  Dec.  29,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — Robert  L.  Sink,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Wren-Davison.  —  Jack  E.  Wren  and 
Clarice  Davison,  both  of  Fresno,  Calif., 
Nov.  12,  1949,  in  the  Fresno  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Vernon  F.  Miller,  Fresno, 
Calif. 

Yoder-Pike. — Glen  E.  Yoder  of  Haven, 
Kansas,  and  Jean  Pike  of  Nickerson,  Kan- 
sas, Jan.  4,  1950,  at  the  Salem  Community 
church,  Nickerson,  Kansas,  by  the  under- 
signed.— H.  C.  Lehman,  Nickerson,  Kan- 
sas. 

Ziegler-Everidge.  —  Ralph  W.  Ziegler 
of  Elgin,  HI.,  and  Dorothy  R.  Everidge  of 
Winston-Salem,   N.    C,   in   the   Fraternity 


church,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  M. 
R.  Zigler  of  New  Windsor,  Md—  S.  H. 
Flora,   Winston-Salem,   N.   C. 

Zook-Brock.— Jesse  E.  Zook  of  Minot, 
N.  Dak.,  and  Mary  Ann  Brock  of  South 
English,  Iowa,  in  the  Methodist  church, 
South  English,  Dec.  24,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Charles  A.  Zook,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Leson  R.  Callihan 

Leson  Roy,  son  of  David  and  Anna  Mil- 
ler Callihan,  was  born  Dec.  27,  1896,  and 
died  Dec.  14,  1949. 

In  1916  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Hazel  Miller.  To  this  union  twelve  chil- 
dren were  born. 

Bro.  Callihan  and  his  family  lived  most 
of  their  lives  near  the  Holsinger  church. 
He  was  always  an  ardent  and  loyal  worker 
in  his  church.  For  many  years  he  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent  and  teacher. 
For  fourteen  years  he  was  a  deacon.  His 
Christian  life  has  been  an  inspiration  and 
guiding  light  to  aD  who  knew  and  loved 
him. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Glenn  of  Fishertown,  Pa., 
Mrs.  Thelda  Smith  of  St.  Georges,  Del., 
Mrs.  Anna  Hoffman  of  Windber,  Pa.,  Al- 
bert of  McComb,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Verla  Hinson 
of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  and  Phyllis,  Belva,  Rob- 
ert, Nancy,  Barbara  and  Susan  at  home. 
A  son,  Alton,  preceded  him  in  death  a 
year  ago. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pavia 
church  by  Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Ralph  Todd.  Burial  was  in  the 
Fishertown  cemetery. — Mrs.  Russell  Mickle, 
New  Paris,  Pa. 

Lulu  H.  Dove 

Lula  H.  Dove,  daughter  of  David  E.  and 
Sarah  Nininger  Huff,  was  born  near  Fin- 
castle,  Va.,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1949,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Boaz  of 
Cloverdale,  Va. 

She  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  her  youth  and  gave  it  her 
loyal  support  throughout  her  life.  In  1948 
she  gave  a  Moeller  pipe  organ  to  the 
Cloverdale  church  in  memory  of  her  late 
husband. 

She  retained  a  vital  interest 'in  her  wide 
circle  of  friends,  in  all  of  her  neighbors,  in 
community  affairs  and  current  events  until 
her  passing. 

She  is  survived  by  three  children,  Mrs. 
R.  D.  Boaz,  Mrs.  L.  N.  Layman  and  Dr.  F. 
D.  Dove,  all  of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  five  grand- 
children and  three  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Clov- 
erdale church  by  Brethren  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man, J.  S.  Crumpacker  and  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Daleville 
cemetery.— Chester  I.  Harley,  Cloverdale, 
Va. 

Katie  Ruth  Bowman 

Katie   Ruth,    daughter    of   Josephus    and 
Lydia  Ikenberry  Bowman,  was  born  Aug. 
31,  1896,  near  Callaway,  Va.,  and  died  Oct. 
4,    1949,    in    a    Roa- 
noke hospital,  Va. 

She  completed  her 
academic  work  at 
Daleville  and  taught 
school  for  several 
years,  after  which 
she  returned  to 
Daleville  and 
Bridgewater,  where 
she  received  her 
A.B.     degree.      She 

ISte^ .       continued    her 

teaching  until  her 
health  forced  her  to  retire  several  years 
ago.  During  her  retirement  she  lived  a 
reasonably  active  life  with  her  parents  at 
Callaway,  Va. 

During  early  childhood  she  united  with 
the  Bethlehem  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Except  for  brief  periods  during  her  edu- 
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cation  and  teaching,  she  remained  an  ac- 
tive member  of  her  local  church. 

Regardless  of  health,  location  or  voca- 
tion, Katie  was  always  active  in  church 
work  in  several  capacities.  She  gave  of 
her  time  and  strength  in  vacation  Bible 
schools — in  preparation  of  materials  and 
in  training  schools  and  in  teaching.  She 
was  one  of  the  group  who  initiated  camps 
for  younger  girls  at  La  Monte  and  at 
Bethel.  She  served  in  local,  district  and 
regional  children's  work  during  more  re- 
cent years  and,  previous  to  her  death,  was 
preparing  for  publication  a  book  of  stories 
for  boys  and  girls. 

Wherever  she  lived,  worked  or  was 
known  she  was  admired,  loved  and  hon- 
ored. Among  her  accomplishments  were 
character,  sacrifice  and  kindliness. 

Besides  her  parents  and  one  grandmoth- 
er, she  is  survived  by  three  sisters  and 
three  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Bethlehem  church  by  Oscar  R.  Fike,  New- 
ton C.  Peters^-  and  Guy  Wampler.  Burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by.— Stover  D. 
Bowman,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Boop,  Parker  J.,  son  of  Simon  and  Eliza- 
beth Boop,  was  born  May  26,  1870,  and  died 
Jan.  21,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  six  sons, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  church.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Glen  Iron  E.  U.  B.  church 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Laurelton  cemetery. — Mervyn  W.  Mensch, 
Mifflinburg,  Pa. 

Dilling,  Jennie  K.,  daughter  of  John  C. 
and  Catharine  Kensinger,  was  born  Aug. 
31,  1879,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1949,  at  her 
home.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Homer  N.  Dilling  on  Dec.  29,  1898.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  five  sons,  three 
daughters,  seventeen  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Smithfield  church,  where 
funeral  services  were  held  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  A.  Emmert  Frederick,  assisted  by 
Brethren  G.  S.  Batzel  and  M.  G.  Wilson. 
Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery 
at  Martinsburg. — Mrs.  Fred  Hoover,  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Pa. 

Eizler,  Claude  R.,  son  of  Augustus  and 
Ardelia  Ecker  Etzler,  died  very  suddenly 
at  the  home  of  his  sister-in-law.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Edna  G. 
Etzler,  two  sons,  one  granddaughter,  four 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Locust  Grove  church  by 
Elders  William  Baker  and  Carl  F.  Smith. 
Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — B. 
R.  Purdum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md. 

Gaull,  Aaron  Sylvester,  was  born  in  1873, 
at  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Alberta,  Canada,  Jan.  19,  1950.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Queens  Park  cemetery  at 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada. — I.  M.  McCune, 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Good,  Luther  Milton,  was  born  Dec.  4, 
1890,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Palmyra,  Pa., 
Jan.  17,  1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years 
and  held  membership  in  the  Spring  Creek 
church  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Helen,  one  son,  one 
sister  and  one  grandchild.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned  at  the  Bow- 
ser funeral  home  at  Hummelstown.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Spring  Creek  cemetery. — 
J.  Herbert  Miller,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Hoover,  Alvin,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1882,  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  died  Jan.  2,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  was  married 
to  Rachel  Pearl  Johnson  on  Oct.  25,  1908. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  two 
daughters,  one  adopted  daughter  and  ten 
grandchildren.  He  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was 
a  long-time  deacon  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  serving  as  church  clerk  and 
teacher  of  the  adult  Sunday-school  class. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Hill  Crest 
cemetery  at  Weiser,  Idaho. — E.  J.  Glover, 
Weiser,  Idaho. 

McFadden,     Effie     Lytle,     was     born     in 
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Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  12,  1882,  and 
died  Jan.  20,  19f)t;1  She  was  married  to 
Jacob  Siegle  in  J.S02  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  children.  Her  husband  died  in 
1906.  She  was  married  to  A.  H.  McFadden 
on  Jan.  26,  1908,  and  to  this  union  was 
born  one  daughter.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband»  three  children,  two  stepchil- 
dren, fourteen  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandchild, one  sister  and  three  brothers. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Paradise 
church  for  over  forty  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  E. 
M.  Cullen,  assisted  by  her  former  pastor, 
Bro.  George  Sheets,  of  Canton,  Ohio.  In- 
terment was  in  the  East  Chippewa  ceme- 
tery.— Gladys  Showalter,  Dalton,  Ohio. 

Smallwood,  Ethel  Mae  Knicely,  wife  of 
Charles  R.  Smallwood  and  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Knicely,  died  at  the  Rock- 
ingham Memorial  hospital  in  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  Dec.  5,  1949,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  Her  infant  son  preceded  her  in 
death  on  Dec.  4,  1949.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  thirty- 
three  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, four  sons,  three  daughters,  two 
grandchildren,  her  parents,  six  brothers 
and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Middle  River  church  by  Bro. 
Floyd  Mitchell,  assisted  by  Bro.  Frank 
Garber.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Raymond  Moore,  Ft.  De- 
fiance, Va. 

Smart,  Brice  Alvin,  son  of  Joe  F.  and 
Maggie  Elma  Smart,  was  born  Jan.  18, 
1931,  near  Wilmington,  Ohio,  and  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  Jan.  8,  1950. 
Boatman,  Harry  Richard,  son  of  Harry  R. 
and  Geneva  Faith  Boatman,  was  born 
June  29,  1932,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1950  after 
an  automobile  accident;.  Both  boys  were 
members  of  the  East  Dayton  church. 
Brice  and  Richard  had  been  fast  friends 
since  early  childhood  and  had  spent  much 
time  together.  Brice  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  five  sisters  and  five  brothers. 
Richard  is  survived  by  his  parents,  two  sis- 
ters and  two  brothers.  A  double  funeral 
service  was  held  in  the  East  Dayton  church 
by  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  T. 
Barnhart,  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  and  Sister 
Goldie  Killion.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  H.  Petry,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Smith,  Ida  M.,  widow  of  George  E.  Smith, 


died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  at  the 
home  of  her  son  in  Westminster,  Md.  She 
is  survived  by  four  sons,  three  daughters, 
eight  grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Black  Rock 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Black  Rock  cemetery. — Harold  Z. 
Bomberger,  Westminster,  Md. 

Switzer,  Charles  E.,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Susan  Switzer,  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  111.,  in  1877  and  died  Nov.  12, 
1949,  at  the  home  of  his  daughters  in 
Grayling,  Mich.  He  was  married  to  Geor- 
gia V.  Bussell  of  Bealton,  Va.,  Dec.  26, 
1898,  and  to  this  union  were  born  thirteen 
children.  He  is  survived  by  five  sons, 
three  daughters,  twenty-two  grandchildren 
and  seventeen  great-grandchildren.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
fifty-eight  years  ago.  He  has  lived  in  the 
communities  of  the  Vestaburg,  Zion,  Crys- 
tal, Midland  and  Washington,  D.  C, 
churches  and  served  as  church  clerk,  Mes- 
senger agent  and  superintendent  and  on 
various  church  boards.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Brethren  Grub,  Wilmer 
Lehman  and  Samuel  Bollinger.  Burial  was 
in  the  Finis  cemetery. — Mrs.  Charles  E. 
Switzer,  Vestaburg,  Mich. 

Vanirump,  Emily  Francis,  daughter  of 
David  B.  and  Sarah  Rhodes,  was  born  Oct. 
31,  1858,  and  died  at  her  home  Dec.  26, 
1949.  She  taught  school  for  several  years. 
On  Dec.  26,  1879,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  John  C.  Vantrump,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  thirty-seven  years  ago.  No 
children  were  born  to  this  union  but  two 
foster  children  were  cared  for  in  the  home. 
She  became  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  early  in  life.  She  taught  in  the 
Sunday  school  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Wakenda 
church  for  over  sixty  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  sister  and  several  nieces  and 
nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Wakenda  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Elder  Henry  Mankey.  Burial 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Oscar  Ear- 
ly, Stet,  Mo. 

Warner,  Hannah  E.,  daughter  of  W.  A. 
and  Rosie  Norris,  was  born  July  4,  1888, 
at  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1949. 
On  March  24.  1906,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Orlando  Warner  and  four  children 
were  born  to  this  union.   She  was  baptized 


into  the  Salem  church  in  1907.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  daughters,  two 
sons,  twelve  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandchild, one  sister  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Brethren 
James  H.  Beahm  and  Enos  Brumbaugh  in 
the  Brookville  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Bethel  cemetery. — Mrs.  W.  Russell  Miller, 
Brookville,  Ohio. 


Church  News 


Ohio 

Reading. — Our  elder,  Bro.  G.  S.  Straus- 
baugh,  has  been  filling  our  appointments. 
At  our  home-coming  Bro.  Adam  Miller  was 
our  guest  speaker  and  Bro.  Zeigler  led  in 
devotions.  Music  was  furnished  by  our 
farm  women's  chorus  and  a  violin  solo  was 
rendered  by  Sister  Howenstein.  Beginning 
Nov.  1  Bro.  Glenn  Bowlby  of  the  Canton 
First  church  was  with  us  four  evenings, 
closing  with  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  6.  On 
Nov.  20  our  annual  thank  offering  social 
was  held  and  a  program,  consisting  of  two 
plays,  The  High  Priced  Hat  and  The  Pearly 
Gates,  and  special  music  was  presented. 
An  offering  amounting  to  $103.24  went  for 
home  missions.  On  Dec.  4  we  met  in  our 
business  meeting  with  Bro.  G.  S.  Straus- 
baugh  presiding.  Our  women's  work  made 
ten  quilts,  sent  five  relief  sacks  of  cloth- 
ing and  bedding  to  New  Windsor,  made 
four  dozen  relief  skirts  and  slips,  gave 
sixty-three  dollars  to  different  home  and 
national  projects,  made  eight  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  from  labels  from  the 
Christian  Herald  church  help  plan  for  our 
parsonage  fund.  Our  young  people  and 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program 
including  the  pageant,  The  Earth  Receives 
Her  King. — Rena  Heestand,  Homeworth, 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
Huntingdon. — Our  fall  love  feast  was  well 
attended.  There  have  been  several  bap- 
tisms since  our  last  report.  Midweek 
prayer  meetings  are  interesting  and  profit- 
able. We  were  saddened  by  the  death  of 
several  members,  including  Sister  Alley, 
returned  India  missionary  who  lived  here 
for  several  years,  on  Nov.  1  and  Bro.  W. 
Emmert  Swigart  on  Dec.  17.    Our  minister 


and  members  of  the  congregation  were  ac- 
tive in  helping  defeat  Sunday  movies  in 
our  town  at  election  time.  The  young  peo- 
ple meet  regularly.  They  went  caroling  at 
Christmas  time  and  helped  distribute  bas- 
kets of  food  to  needy  families.  The  Pi- 
oneers, directed  by  Brother  and  Sister  J. 
R.  Conner,  have  also  been  active.  The 
junior  choir  is  directed  by  Janice  and 
Janet  Carper  of  Canton,  Ohio,  students  at 
Juniata  College.  Our  library,  supervised 
by  Mrs.  Forrest  Jackson,  has  received  some 
new  books  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
brotherhood.  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  has  been  ill 
at  his  home  for  some  time.  Members  of  the 
congregation  were  actively  engaged  in 
helping  to  promote  cottage  prayer  meet- 
ings in  the  homes  during  the  first  week  of 
January.  The  women's  work  banquet  was 
held  Nov.  28.  Christmas  candlelighting 
services  were  held  in  the  church  on  Dec. 
25. — Mrs.  Chester  Shuler,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — On  the  first  of  December  we 
observed  family  night.  Devotions  were  in 
charge  of  the  Lester  Unger  family.  Several 
instrumental  and  vocal  musical  numbers 
were  enjoyed  and  a  chalk  talk  was  given 
by  Rev.  E.  Allan  Chamberlain,  pastor  of 
the  Seventh  Street  Lutheran  church  of  the 
city.  The  young  people's  group  attended 
the  district  youth  fellowship  held  in  the 
Richland  church.  David  Albright,  profes- 
sor of  music  at  Elizabethown  College,  had 
charge  of  a  musical  festival  one  Sunday 
evening.  On  Dec.  18  our  young  people  pre- 
sented a  pageant,  The  -Holy  Nativity.  Our 
church  had  charge  of  a  pre-Christmas  radio 
program  which  consisted  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental numbers  given  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  girls  and  young  people's 
choruses.  On  Christmas  Day  the  children 
of  the  church  presented  their  program  and 
had  full  charge  of  the  evening  service.  Our 
pastor,  Carl  W.  Zeigler,  had  an  attack  of 
pneumonia,  so  the  watch  night  services 
were  in  charge  of  Lester  Royer.  Marlin 
Brightbill,  son  of  our  music  director,  sang 
a  solo  during  the  candlelight  prayer  serv- 
ice. Seven  of  our  girls  presented  a  candle- 
light pageant.— Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Reinhold, 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Long  Run. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
held  our  harvest-home  service  with  Bro. 
Henry  Krommes  of  the  Maiden  Creek 
church  bringing  the  message.  Bro.  Frank 
Layser  of  Myerstown  filled  the  pulpit  in 
the  absence  of  our  pastor.    On  Oct.  2  the 
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I   Missionary  stories  to  read  or  to  tell 

Workers  with  children  are  constantly  in  need  of  new 
Y  missionary  stories  to  use  in  Sunday  school,  Sunday  eve- 

X  ning  meetings,  or  vacation  church  school.    Pastors  can 

make  constant  use  of  such  stories.  And  every  Christian 
home  should  have  them  available  to  read  to  the  children 
or  for  the  children  to  read.  These  three  new  books  of 
missionary  stories  by  Basil  Miller  will  supply  excellent 
stories  to  read  or  to  tell.  The  price  of  each  book  is  $1.25. 

TWENTY  MISSIONARY  STORIES  FROM  AROUND  THE 
WORLD 

TWENTY-FOUR  MISSIONARY  STORIES  FROM  CHINA 

TWENTY-TWO  MISSIONARY  STORIES  FROM  JAPAN 


Broaden  your  own  horizons — enlarge  your  children's  world 
and  their  sympathies — stimulate  interest  in  the  missionary 
endeavor — undergird  the  expansion  program  of  the  church. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


Bareville  church  presented  a  program  and 
Paul  Wenger  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage. In  the  afternoon  we  held  our  rally 
with  an  old-fashioned  hymn  sing  led  by 
George  Frantz  of  Midway.  On  Oct.  9 
Salunga  presented  a  program  with  Bro. 
Earl  Brubaker  filling  the  pulpit.  On  Oct.  16 
Bro.  Ralph  Ebersole  of  Little  Swatara  was 
here  for  the  morning  and  evening.  On 
Nov.  6  we  held  our  love  feast  with  Bro. 
John  Ebersole  of  the  Salunga  church 
preaching  the  examination  sermon  in  the 
morning  and  presiding  at  the  love  feast 
in  the  evening.  On  Nov.  20  students  from 
Elizabethtown  College  presented  a  pro- 
gram with  Bro.  Israel  Royer  preaching  the 
sermon.  The  Christmas  program  was  held 
in  the  evening  of  Dec.  25.  The  prayer 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  homes  on  Wed- 
nesday evenings  during  the  winter  months. 
— Mrs.  Helen  P.  Reber,  Bowmanstown,  Pa. 

Neffsville  Home. — Thirteen  persons  have 
been  called  by  death  during  the  year.  We 
have  our  daily  devotions.  We  used  the 
American  Bible  Society  daily  Bible  read- 
ings from  Thanksgiving  till  Christmas.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  many  of  our 
surrounding  churches  come  to  give  us 
messages  in  song  and  preaching  at  the  mid- 
week prayer  meetings  and  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  There  were  twenty-two  Breth- 
ren churches  represented.  Bro.  J.  L.  Miller 
of  the  Southern  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  one  of  the  speakers  on  the  district 
mission  program,  was  here  to  deliver  a 
message.  Brethren  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  and 
Rufus  Bucher  also  brought  us  messages. 
We  also  had  a  visit  from  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger editor,  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger. 
Our  gifts  for  the  year  were  fifty  dollars  to 
the  Brotherhood  fund,  fifty  dollars  to  the 
Lancaster  General  hospital  and  forty-two 
dollars  to  the  welfare  drive.  Sister  Velva 
Jane  Dick  recently  gave  us  a  talk  and 
showed  pictures  of  the  Africa  mission  field. 
The  offering  at  this  meeting  was  twenty- 
one  dollars.  Many  groups  came  to  sing 
for  us  during  the  Christmas  season. — Sallie 
E.  Shaffner,  Neffsville,  Pa. 

New  Fairview. — Our  congregation  recent- 
ly gave  an  offering  of  $3,115  to  the  Brother- 
hood Fund  for  relief  and  missionary  work 
and  shortly  thereafter  another  offering  of 
$200.87  was  lifted  for  missionary  work.  Sup- 
port has  also  been  given  to  local  welfare 
work  in  the  church  and  a  number  of 
brethren  and  sisters  have  been  helped.  A 
musical  program  was  recently  presented  by 
the  church  chorus  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  Dan  Myers,  the  octet  and  a  quartet  of 
young  men.  The  youth  fellowship  spon- 
sored a  Christmas  program  on  Christmas 
Eve.  The  Yorkana  Sunday  school  put  on 
a  Christmas  program  on  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning before  Christmas.  Bro.  Murray  Leh- 
man, one  of  our  ministers,  is  conducting  a 
Bible  study  class  at  Yorkana.  The  subject 
is  the  Book  of  Revelation.— Norman  F. 
Reber,  York,  Pa. 

Somerset.— The  Lord's  Supper  was  ob- 
served in  our  church  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  2.  On  Oct.  9  Bro.  Alvin  Alderfer  de- 
livered the  morning  message.  At  our  reg- 
ular fall  council  meeting  church  officers 
and  delegates  to  district  meeting  were 
elected.  Zola  Mae  Shaulis,  child  prodigy, 
gave  a  piano  concert  to  a  large  audience. 
On  Nov.  4  Muriel  Lester,  social  worker, 
world  observer  and  lecturer,  delivered  an 
address  entitled  The  Church— the  Hope  of 


Announcements  .  .  . 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Mardela — Denton,  Maryland,  April  5. 
Ohio.  Northwestern— Poplar  Ridge,   March 

14-16. 
Ohio,   Southern— West  Milton,   April  25-27. 
Virginia,    Northern— Pleasant    View,    April 

14,  15. 
Virginia,  Second— Sangerville,  March  29-31. 
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the  World.  Maude  Shafer  delivered  the 
morning  message  on  Nov.  6.  Our  workers' 
conference  was  held  Nov.  9.  Prof.  Hinkle 
of  Bedford  was  the  speaker  at  our  father 
and  son  banquet.  On  Dec.  18  a  Christmas 
program  and  candlelight  service,  entitled 
Let  Earth  Receive  Her  King,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  BYPD.  On  Christmas  eve- 
ning the  Sunday  school  presented  a  play 
entitled  The  Miracle  of  an  Old  Shoe. — 
Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Springville. — During  the  past  six  months 
the  Mohler  house  has  been  undergoing  a 
program  of  remodeling.  Our  services  are 
held  each  Sunday  at  the  Cocalico  house. 
The  ladies'  aid  held  a  sale  recently,  the 
proceeds  of  which  will  be  used  to  buy 
new  pulpit  furnishings  for  the  Mohler 
house.  Recent  missionary  speakers  have 
been  Emma  Snyder  of  Nigeria,  Africa,  and 
i>ur  '  own  Clara  Myers  of  Africa,  who 
brought  a  message  on  Dec.  28.  We  en- 
joyed a  Bible  institute  on  Dec.  11  under  the 
direction    of    Bro.    Henry    G.    Bucher    of 


"Sunshine" 
Krystal  Plaques 

Made  of  durable  material  and  fin- 
ished with  "Hy-Glo"  which  protects 
and  intensifies  the  colors.  Washable 
and  unbreakable. 
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Each   $1.35 
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N2705.  Christ  at  Dawn 

N2706.  Jesus  the  Children's  Friend 
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N2300.  Head  of  Christ 
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N2302.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 

N2303.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

N2304.  The  Boy  Christ 

N2305.  Christ  at  Dawn 

N2306.  Jesus  the  Children's  Friend 

Please  order  by  number 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Elizabethtown  College  and  a  program  by 
a  group  of  student  volunteers  from  the  col- 
lege on  Dec.  4.  Our  members  have  aided 
in  the  giving  of  soap  and  feed  bags  to  re- 
lief. Guest  ministers  during  the  Christ- 
mas season  were  David  Markey  of  Bethany 
Seminary  and  Donald  M.  Royer,  professor 
of  sociology  at  Manchester  College.  It  is 
hoped  that  we  may  recontinue  our  serv- 
ices and  have  our  service  of  dedication  at 
the  Mohler  house  within  the  next  few 
months. — Mrs.  D.  Mark  Royer,  Denver,  Pa. 

Tire  Hill. — Our  harvest-home  service  was 
held  Nov.  20.  Our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  the  Windber  church  were 
Mrs.  Ernest  Blough  and  Mrs.  Dorsey  E. 
Rotruck.  Our  Thanksgiving  service  offer- 
ing went  to  home  missions.  Our  church 
participated  in  the  world-wide  Bible  read- 
ing schedule.  Our  young  people  sponsored 
a  project  of  filling  eight  fruit  baskets  and 
delivering  them  to  the  old  folks'  home  at 
Windber.  A  Christmas  treat  was  given  to 
the  children  at  a  Christmas  party  on  Dec. 
19.  During  the  Christmas  season  a  covered 
dish  dinner  was  held  in  honor  of  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  D.  E.  Rotruck,  and  his  family,  and 
useful  gifts  were  given  to  them.  The  chil- 
dren's Christmas  program  and  our  white 
gift  service  were  held  on  the  morning  of 
Dec.  25.  Seventy  dollars  were  given  by 
the  women's  work  for  the  neighborhood 
needy  at  Christmas.  The  Christmas  Story 
in  song  was  given  by  the  choir  and  a 
candlelight  service,  Let  Earth  Receive  the 
King,  was  held  by  the  choir  and  the  con- 
gregation. Many  inspiring  suggestions  were 
given  by  our  church  members  at  our 
New  Year's  church  service.  Bro.  William 
Rummel  is  giving  our  members  many  in- 
spiring messages  in  songs  and  words. — 
Mrs.  Alfred  G.  Weaver,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Welsh  Run. — We  had  Bro.  Ammon 
Merkey  of  Lebanon  with  us  for  a  three- 
session  Bible  conference.  On  Nov.  5  we 
held  our  love  feast  with  a  good  attendance. 
Visiting  brethren  present  were  Hartman 
Rice,  Bro.  Yohe,  Clarence  Horst  and 
Clarence  Showalter.  On  Nov.  6  we  were 
happy  to  have  with  us  Bro.  Hartman  Rice 
and  Bro.  Yohe.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  we 
held  a  service  conducted  by  the  home 
brethren.  An  offering  of  eighty-six  dollars 
was  lifted  for  foreign  missions.  On  Nov. 
27  we  had  with  us  Bro.  Myers  of  Bareville, 
Pa.,  and  Bro.  David  Lehigh.  Our  Christmas 
service  was  conducted  by  the  home  breth- 
ren.— John  D.  Martin,   Mercersburg,   Pa. 

White  Oak. — Our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Middle  Creek  were  Breth- 
ren Graybill  Hershey,  Milton  Hershey, 
Paul  Wagner  and  John  Bruckhart.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  recently  at  Longeneck- 
ers.  Visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  Noah 
Martin  of  Spring  Grove,  Paul  Newcomer 
of  Pleasant  Hill,  Harry  Fahnestock  of  Pine 
Grove,  R.  E.  Myer  of  Middle  Creek,  Sam- 
uel Eshleman  of  Chiques  and  John  Heven- 
er  of  Neffsville.  On  Oct.  23  Bro.  Harry 
Neff  delivered  a  missionary  sermon  at 
Graybills  and  an  offering  was  lifted  for 
missions.  Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York  was 
the  evangelist  at  the  revival  meetings  at 
White  Oak.  As  a  result,  fifteen  persons  ac- 
cepted Christ.  The  new  church  building 
was  dedicated  Nov.  20.  Brethren  A.  A. 
Price  of  Harleysville;  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of 
Nokesville,  Va.;  David  Gibble  of  Chiques 
and  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg 
were  tlje  speakers  at  the  all-day  service. 
On  Nov.  27  fourteen  persons  were  baptized 
and  one  was  reclaimed.  We  placed  a  DP 
couple  in  one  of  our  homes.  At  Christmas- 
time fruit  boxes  were  given  to  shut-ins  by 
the  young  people  who  went  caroling  on 
Christmas  Eve.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  J. 
M.  Blough,  returned  missionary,  to  be  with 
us  on  Jan.  8  at  both  morning  and  evening 
services  at  Manheim. — Kathryn  M.  Bru- 
baker,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Tennessee 
Liberty. — Bro.  Ernie  Rowe  was  re-elected 
as  our  pastor  and  elder.  Several  from  our 
church  attended  the  district  meeting  at 
the  Johnson  City  church.  Bro.  Warren 
Bowman  was  the  speaker.  We  decided  to 
give  our  fifth  Sunday  offerings  to  the  Camp 
Placid  project.  The  fifth  Sunday  offering 
for  October  amounted  td  $35.88.    Ministers 


present  for  our  regular  fall  love  feast  were 
Brethren  Ernie  Rowe,  John  A.  Pritchett 
and  Paul  Howell.  The  women's  work  has 
been  very  busy  during  the  past  year,  rais- 
ing money  for  our  church  building  fund. 
The  first  nine  months  they  raised  $1,006. 
They  have  also  contributed  clothing, 
evaporated  milk  and  a  layette  to  relief.  On 
Jan.  4  we  had  family  night  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackie  Douglas.  A  covered 
dish  supper  was  served  after  which  a  pro- 
gram was  presented.  We  then  presented 
our  mite  boxes.  Brother  and  Sister  Bever- 
ly Smith  were  with  us  for  our  Thanksgiv- 
ing program.  The  building  fund  for  a  new 
church  is  growing.  Bro.  A.  M.  Laughren 
was  our  guest  speaker  on  the  morning  of 
Nov.  27.  The  young  people  of  our  church 
presented  a  Christmas  program  and  a 
pageant  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  25.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  a  revival  meeting  to  be 
held  the  last  two  weeks  of  February  by 
Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman. 
— Luella  Isenberg,  Jonesboro,  Term. 

Virginia 

Boones  Mill. — George  W.  Bowman,  Jr., 
was  elected  as  elder,  Mrs.  Owen  Ikenberry 
as  Messenger  agent  and  the  writer  as 
church  correspondent.  Our  delegates  to 
district  meeting  were  I.  D.  Hoy,  Buford 
Flora  and  G.  W.  Bowman,  Jr.  Also  at  this 
election  Dallis  and  Paul  Abshire,  N.  J. 
Donahoo  and  Paul  Laprade  were  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  Since  our  last 
report,  five  persons  have  been  baptized  into 
the  church.  The  Bqpnes  Chapel  congrega- 
tion joined  us  in  our  communion  services 
on  Oct.  15.  On  Nov.  27  the  ladies  of  the 
church  had  charge  of  the  morning  service, 
a£  which  time  they  presented  a  program 
on  missions.  Mrs.  John  Shickle  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  this  meeting.  Our  Christ- 
mas program  was  held  on  Dec.  23.— Mrs. 
Paul  H.  Abshire,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Cloverdale. — Two  German  girls  arrived  to 
spend  a  year  in  homes  which  have  been 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  425.  Wanted:  Someone  to  have  faith 
in  young  Brethren  farmer,  33  years  old 
with  family  of  two  children,  who  desires 
to  buy  an  80-acre  farm  home,  but  lacks 
financial  backing.  Can  give  good  refer- 
ences for  credit  and  working  ability. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  426.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
help  on  Kansas  beef  cattle  farm.  $140  or 
more  according  to  ability.  Dwelling,  chick- 
en house  and  milk  furnished.  Three- 
fourths  mile  from  church.  Write:  O.  F. 
McGonigle,  Nickerson,  Kansas. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  V2  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write:  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car. '  Write :  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 


provided.  They  have  enrolled  as  students 
of  Troutville  high  school.  Our  monthly  re- 
lief offering  was  sent  for  relief  among  our 
people  in  the  area  of  Okeechobee,  Fla., 
which  was  damaged  by  the  hurricane.  Our 
evangelistic  meetings  were  held  with  Bro. 
Jacob  Replogle  of  Baltimore  as  the  speak- 
er. Paul  Foster  of  Blue  Ridge  directed  the 
music.  Seventeen  persons  were  baptized 
and  one  was  received  by  letter.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Nov.  13.  The  men  spon- 
sored a  potluck  supper  on  Nov.  21.  A 
Sunday-school  class  for  young  married 
people  has  been  organized.  Our  Thanks- 
giving offering  amounted  to  $1,800.  A  male 
chorus  of  twelve  ministers  from  Bridge- 
water  gave  a  sacred  concert  on  Dec.  4.  The 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program 
at  the  morning  service  on  Dec.  18.  The 
choir  and  young  people  presented  their 
program  on  Dec.  22.  The  offering  lifted 
will  go  for  our  district  mission  program. 
Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  our  guest  speaker  on 
Jan.  8  at  the  morning  service.  Dr.  Wayne 
W.  Womer  of  the  Virginia  Church  Tem- 
perance Council  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  evening  service. — Mrs.  C.  M.  Snider, 
Cloverdale,  Va. 

Linville  Creek. — An  installation  service  in 
charge  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  Hoover, 
was  held  for  the  officers  and  teachers  of 
the  Sunday  school  on  Oct.  9.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  special  message  to  the  Sunday- 
school  workers  by  Elder  John  C.  Myers  at 
the  church  service.  'Two  babies  were  con- 
secrated at   this  service   also.    Several   of 


our  teachers  attended  the  workshop  at 
Timberville  Oct.  14-16  and  all  of  the  teach- 
ers and  superintendents  of  the  children's 
department  visited  the  demonstration 
classes  held  Oct.  16,  at  which  time  the  sub- 
stitute teachers  were  in  charge  of  the 
classes  at  our  church.  The  young  people 
elected  officers.  The  installation  of  youth 
officers  for  the  Northern  District  of  Vir- 
ginia was  held  at  our  church  on  the  eve-  • 
ning  of  Oct.  16  with  Bro.  Donald  Clague 
as  the  speaker.  A  music  class  was  con- 
ducted by  Ina  Mason  during  the  month 
of  October.  At  the  close  of  the  school 
several  numbers  were  sung  by  the  class  at 
the  morning  service.  Our  church  had  a 
two  weeks'  revival  in  November  with 
Pastor  Hoover  and  Bro.  M.  J.  Craun 
preaching  the  first  week  and  Bro.  Joseph 
Whitacre  of  Petersburg,  W.  Va.,  preaching 
the  second  week.  Our  communion  was 
held  on  Nov.  20.  Special  music  was 
brought  to  us  by  Bro.  Walter  and  Sister 
Anna  Wampler  of  the  Greenmount  congre- 
gation and  Theodore  Whitacre  of  Peters- 
burg, W.  Va.  Six  persons  were  added  to 
our  church  membership.  We  are  happy  to 
have  a  German  high  school  girl  worship- 
ing with  us.  She  is  making  her  home  with 
the  Carroll  Wampler  family.  Bro.  Paul  H. 
Bowman  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon 
for  the  new  church  addition  on  Nov.  13. 
We  now  have  ample  space  to  take  care  of 
the  increased  enrollment  in  our  church 
school.  New  oil  furnaces  were  installed  in 
both  the  old  and  new  buildings.    The  men 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club 

has  been  serving  its  members  for  three  and  one- 
half  years.  Many  have  been  the  expressions  of  ap- 
preciation of  the  services  given. 

IT  WORKS  THIS  WAY— 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Gish  Fund  agreement  certain  in- 
come is  to  be  used  for  making  good  books  available  to  min- 
isters of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  reduced  costs.  This 
applies,  of  course,  only  to  those  books  which  a  minister  needs 
for  his  personal  use. 

The  Book  of  the  Month  Club  arrangement  provides  that 
each  month  a  new  book  selected  by  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
and  Home  Mission  Commission  is  offered  to  our  ministers 
at  the  regular  Gish  Fund  discount  of  20%. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Gdspel  Messenger  for  each  month 
the  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  the  following  month 
is  announced  and  a  brief  statement  about  its  author,  content 
and  price  is  given.  If  a  club  member  does  not  wish  to  receive 
that  particular  title  he  notifies  the  Brethren  Publishing  House 
at  once. 

On  the  10th  of  each  month  a  copy  of  the  book  selected 
for  that  month  is  mailed  to  each  member  of  the  club,  and  the 
price  is  charged  to  his  account.  It  is  expected  that  if  a  member 
has  not  given  notice  that  he  does  not  wish  that  book  he  will 
keep  it. 

IF  YOU  ARE  NOT  A  MEMBER— 

You  may  join  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month 
Club  simply  by  writing  to  the  Brethren  Publishing  House 
and  asking  to  be  enrolled.  There  are  no  dues  or  fees.  Why 
not  share  in  the  benefits  offered  by  the  book  club? 


CAP  GOODS  we  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


BRETHREN       PUBLISHING 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 
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and  women  sponsored  a  church  sale  for 
the  benefit  of  the  building  fund  at  the 
Broadway  Fire  House  on  Nov.  23.  Our 
church  joined  in  the  union  Thanksgiving 
services  at  the  Broadway  United  Brethren 
church.  The  annual  church  supper  was 
held  Dec.  8.  The  proceeds  went  toward 
the  building  fund.  The  young  people  pre- 
sented their  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  18 
and  the  children  presented  one  on  Dec.  25. 
An  offering  for  missions,  amounting  to 
seventy  dollars,  was  taken  at  the  children's 
program.  Our  council  meeting  was  held 
Dec.  30. — Mrs.  Roy  Kline,  Broadway,  Va. 

Manassas. — Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  held  a 
meeting  for  us  recently  and,  as  a  result, 
there  were  eleven  conversions.  At  our 
Thanksgiving  services  a  substantial  offer- 
ing was  given  o  missions.  The  offering  on 
Christmas  Daj  was  $488.  The  Sunday- 
school  library  is  being  revived  and  new 
books  added.  Our  council  on  Jan.  8  was 
held  with  Elder  J.  M.  Kline  presiding.  Our 
budget  for  the  year  was  met,  leaving  a 
small  balance  in  the  treasury.  The  writer 
was  elected  church  correspondent.  Bro. 
Howard  Alley  was  with  us  on  the  morning 
and  evening  of  Jan.  15.  Our  school  of  mis- 
sions is  in  progress.  Our  church  was  rep- 
resented at  the  spritual  life  conference  at 
Bridgewater  College.  The  women  are  busy 
with  relief  work  and  securing  Messenger 
subscriptions.— Mrs.  Alice  C.  Blough,  Man- 
assas, Va. 

Middle  River.— Bro.  Floyd  Mitchell  has 
held  two  meetings  this  year,  one  at  Chim- 
ney Run  and  the  other  at  Grottoes.  A  dis- 
trict rally  of  the  CBYF  was  held  at  the 
church  on  Nov.  10.  The  men  have  given  a 
donation  to  the  young  people  for  a  piano 
to  be  used  for  morning  worship.  The  dis- 
trict meeting  of  men's  work  will  be  held 
at  the  church  on  Jan.  31.  Bro.  Olden 
Mitchell  will  speak  at  their  quarterly  meet- 
ing on  Jan.  18.  Two  of  the  adult  classes 
have  listed  as  one  of  their  objectives  for 
the  year  the  painting  and  fixing  of  the 
rooms  used  by  the  primary  department.  In 
December  the  choir  secured  the  services  of 
Mrs.  Naomi  Wolfe  Ardinger  of  Bridge- 
water  as  director.  On  Christmas  night  a 
pageant  was  presented  with  music  fur- 
nished by  the  choir.  We  decided  at  coun- 
cil to  continue  our  100%  Messenger  club. 
Almost  $2,000  were  realized  from  the  Lord's 
acre  project.  Part  of  it  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  and  part  of  it  will  be 
used  to  install  a  heating  plant  in  the  par- 
sonage. A  sum  of  money,  which  was  willed 
to  the  church  by  a  deceased  sister,  will 
also  be  used  for  this  purpose.  The  women 
gave  $10  for  a  CARE  package.  An  all-day 
sewing  for  relief  was  held  on  Jan.  11.  They 
are  also  co-operating  with  the  district  proj- 
ect to  furnish  some  pillowcases  and  sheets 
for  relief.  Several  comforters  have  been 
made  and  given  to  the  needy  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  book,  Great  Women  of  the 
Bible,  by  McCartney  has  been  purchased 
and  will  be  studied  at  future  meetings. — 
Mrs.  Raymond  Moore,  Ft.  Defiance,  Va. 

Mill  Creek.— Our  revival  meeting  was 
held  Oct.  2-9  with  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  as  the 
evangelist.  One  person  was  received  by 
baptism.  On  Dec.  18  five  more  were  added 
to  our  number  by  baptism  and  one  on  for- 
mer baptism.  Two  of  these  were  dis- 
placed persons  from  Europe,  who  are  now 
living  in  our  congregation.  During  the 
year  we  have  had  an  addition  of  thirty-five 
members  and  a  loss  of  fifteen.  A  singing 
school  led  by  Bro.  A.  J.  Fitzwater  was 
held  in  our  church  Nov.  7-9.  In  Novem- 
ber a  community  leadership  training  school 
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presented  by  the  school.- 
rington,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


-Mrs.  Lettie  Cher- 


West  Virginia 
Crab  Orchard. — On  Dec.  9  our  regular 
quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  with 
•  our  newly  elected  elder,  Bro.  Henry  Eller, 
presiding.  We  decided  to  organize  a  men's 
work.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Mark  W.  Wolfe, 
was  given  the  responsibility  of  organizing 
the  group.  We  also  voted  to  have  Hart- 
man  Rice  of  Shady  Grove,  Pa.,  as  our 
next  year's  evangelist.  Bro.  Eller  remained 
over  the  week  end  with  us  and  delivered 
a  very  inspirational  message  on  Sunday 
morning.  On  Thanksgiving  evening  we 
had  a  program  consisting  of  music  and  a 
short  message  by  Bro.  Elbert  Clower  of 
the  Pleasant  View  congregation.  Special 
i  music  was  presented  by  the  Stanley  quar- 

•  tet  of  Oak  Hill  and  the  Tineher  duet  of  the 

Pleasant    View    congregation.     Our    choir 

Name   and  home  quartet  also  participated  in  the 

program.   The  ladies'  aid  entertained  their 

R.   D.   or   St . husbands  at  their  monthly  meeting  on  Dec. 

14.    A  reception  for  several  new  members 
Zone  State  was  held  following  the  meeting. 


MY    NEW   ADDRESS    IS 


p.  o. 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


was  held  in  our  church.  The  leaders  were 
John  Locke,  M.  R.  Wolfe,  Edna  King  and 
Ruth  Dickerson.  The  ministers  of  this  dis- 
trict and  the  local  church  cabinet  met  in 
a  fellowship  meeting  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
27  with  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter  as  the  speaker. 
Our  two  women's  work  groups  met  in  a 
joint  all-day  meeting  on  Dec.  7  with 
Mrs.  Warren  Bowman  as  our  guest  speak- 
er.— Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port  Republic,  Va. 
Peters  Creek. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
had  a  week's  evangelistic  services  with 
Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell  of  Myersville,  Md.,  as 
the  evangelist.  Four  persons  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.  A  relief  cloth- 
ing drive  was  sponsored  by  our  church  in 
November.  We  had  our  Thanksgiving  serv- 
ice on  Thanksgiving  night.  Since  our  pas- 
tor's resignation,  the  pulpit  has  been  filled 
by  different  ministers  of  our  district.  The 
children's  department  presented  a  Christ- 
mas program  on  Dec.  22.  We  prepared 
twenty-seven  baskets  of  fruits  and  canned 
goods  for  the  sick,  shut-in  and  needy  for 
Christmas.  The  young  people  sponsored 
the  singing  of  carols  in  the  community  at 
Christmastime. — Mrs.  C.  E.  Vinyard,  Roa- 
noke, Va. 

Washington 

Sunnyslope.— On  Oct.  26  a  women's  work 
rally  was  held  at  the  Wenatchee  church 
at  which  our  church  was  well  represented. 
This  meeting  was  in  honor  of  our  national 
women's  work  president,  Mrs.  Fisher. 
World  Community  Day  was  observed  joint- 
ly with  other  local  churches  on  Nov.  4  and 
we  packed  a  bundle  of  materials  for  the 
project,  pieces  for  peace.  We  served  as 
hosts  to  the  district  conference,  which  was 
held  Nov.  16-20.  Speakers  at  the  confer- 
ence were  I.  V.  Funderburgh;  J.  W.  Lear; 
Harold  Fasnacht,  president  of  La  Verne 
College,  and  Hazel  Rothrock,  missionary  to 
China.  Hazel  Rothrock  also  spoke  at  one 
of  the  women's  work  meetings.  In  prepara- 
tion for  the  conference  much  work  was 
done  by  the  church  members  on  the  new 
kitchen  and  storeroom.  The  women  pur- 
chased an  electric  range  and  coffeemaker. 
The  young  adults  class  sponsored  an  all- 
church  Halloween  social,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  used  to  purchase  and  install 
a  drinking  fountain  in  the  church  base- 
ment. The  district  young  people's  rally 
was  held  jointly  with  the  district  confer- 
ence. Speakers  for  the  young  people's 
meetings  were  Vernard  Eller  and  Bro. 
Fasnacht.  Six  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  youth  conference  at  the  Rich- 
land Valley  church  Nov.  25-27.  Our  church 
has  adopted  a  family  of  DPs  and  is  bring- 
ing  them    to    our   valley.     This   family   is 


from  Hungary  and  we  are  expecting  their 
arrival  at  any  time.  Our  pastor  and  his 
wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Noble  Deardorff, 
have  gone  East  for  an  extended  visit  with 
relatives.  They  expect  to  be  gone  about 
two  months  and  during  their  absence  our 
services  will  be  conducted  by  different 
brethren.  Bro.  Jay  Eller  brought  us  the 
message  on  Christmas  Day  and  Bro. 
Vernard  Eller  will  preach  for  us  on  New 
Year's  Day.  We  will  observe  New  Year's 
Eve  with  a  watch  service  at  the  church. 
— Mrs.  Aubrey  M.  Pobst,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 
Tacoma. — We  met  in  a  special  called 
council  on  Dec.  4  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Barnett  of  Bremerton  presiding,  assisted 
by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  Barnhart.  Our 
building  program  was  the  main  item  of 
business.  The  Messenger  agent  succeeded 
in  securing  the  100%  Gospel  Messenger 
club.  Our  building  committee  is  eager  to 
push  forward  with  our  building  which  we 
need  badly.    Our  Christmas  program  was 


On  the 
Friday  evening  before  Christmas  a  '  pro- 
gram, consisting  of  two  plays  and  carols 
by  the  choir,  was  presented.  The  CBYF 
meets  each  Sunday  evening.  Recently  they 
presented  a  program  for  a  neighboring 
church.  Our  music  department  is  progress- 
ing nicely  under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
James  Stanley.  We  have'  a  choir  organized 
and  also  have  a  quartet.  At  Christmastime 
several  baskets  of  vegetables,  candy  and 
fruit  were  distributed  to  some  needy  fami- 
lies. The  children's  department  is  increas- 
ing in  number  and  they  have  their  own  de- 
votional period  and  classes  in  the  church 
basement.  New  chairs  have  been  bought 
for  the  children's  department  and  the 
young  people's  class. — Mrs.  D.  F.  Gamble, 
Crab  Orchard,  W.  Va. 

Harman. — Since  our  last  report,  our  Sun- 
day school  has  been  progressing  very  nice- 
ly. Our  revival  meeting  was  held  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Warren  and  Ruth  Hoov- 
er of  Kansas.  The  meeting  closed  on  Sun- 
day evening  with  our  love  feast.  We  lifted 
an  offering  for  world-wide  missions  in 
memory  of  Bro.  Ezra  Fike  of  Eglon.  Mrs. 
Freda  Yokum  and  Sara  Mae  Judy  repre- 
sented our  church  at  the  district  confer- 
ence which  was  held  in  Petersburg. — Sara 
Mae  Judy,  Harman,  W.  Va. 
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ike  Uesehi  ^kall  Blossom 


DESERTS  have  in  them  a  hard  beauty.   Cacti  are  spiney  but  they  produce  a  delicately 
colored  flower.  If  one  is  willing  to  suffer  the  hard  things  of  a  desert,  he  is  rewarded 
by  the  unsuspected  beauty  which  is  there. 

But  deserts  are  more  beautiful  when  streams  of  water  reach  them.  Then  "the  desert 
shall  blossom  like  a  rose"  (Isaiah). 

The  deserts  of  life  are  like  that,  too.  There  is  beauty  even  in  the  hard  places  if  we 
can  see  it. 

Isaiah  was  sure  that  there  are  better  days  ahead.  Streams  will  flow  into  our  world's 
deserts  sometime,  he  said.  Our  job  is  to  keep  on  building  the  pathways  which  let  the 
living  water  in. 
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No  government-insured  mortgage 

can  be  obtained  on  any  property  on 
which  ownership  or  rental  is  re- 
stricted on  the  basis  of  race,  color 
or  creed  by  a  written  agreement. 
This  regulation  has  been  in  force 
since  the  first  of  February. 

Segregation  because  of  color  was 
ended  in  the  schools  of  East  St. 
Louis,  111.,  at  the  end  of  the  first 
semester  this  year.  For  the  first  time 
in  eighty-five  years  Negro  and  white 
children  attended  the  same  schools. 
Though  school  and  city  officials  were 
apprehensive  of  trouble,  the  occasion 
passed  off  very  harmoniously. 

Nearly  two  hundred  children  liv- 
ing near  the  campus  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Nanking,  China,  receive  a 
daily  hot  meal  provided  by  the  uni- 
versity. The  older  children  attend  a 
class  taught  by  the  students  and  then 
with  the  younger  ones  get  cod  liver 
oil  and  rice  gruel  plus  vegetables  and 
beans. 

The  United  States  has  the  lowest 
proportion  of  book  readers  of  six 
countries  recently  surveyed.  Only 
one  adult  in  five  reads  books;  in 
England,  which  had  the  highest  rat- 
ing, over  half  of  the  adults  were 
book  readers.  The  comparison  with 
England  is  more  pointed  when  the 
schooling  of  those  surveyed  is  con- 
sidered: only  one  person  in  seven 
in  England  has  gone  beyond  ele- 
mentary or  grade  school;  in  the 
United  States  the  figure  is  over  fifty- 
three  per  cent. 


Only  five  to  eight  per  cent  of  the 
American  Catholic  population  lives 
on  farms,  the  directors  of  the  Nation- 
al Catholic  Rural  Life  Conference 
pointed  out  in  a  recent  statement. 
They  said  further  that  this  low  ratio 
"brings  about  biological,  social,  eco- 
nomic and  even  religious  effects  that 
are  dangerous  to  any  group." 

Fellowship  House,  a  coffin  factory 
that  has  become  a  laboratory  in 
goodwill,  is  celebrating  its  ninth 
year.  Out  of  a  belief  that  racial  and 
religious  bugaboos  can  be  erased  a 
few  volunteers  established  Fellow- 
ship House.  Now  there  are  3,000 
members  and  735  volunteers  giving 
6,000  hours  a  month  to  one  of  its 
twenty-eight  goodwill  projects.  One 
of  the  brotherhood  boosters  is  the 
doll  library  of  200  figurines  depicting 
real  people;  trained  librarians  tell 
the  stories  behind  the  dolls  to  as- 
semblies of  children. 

A  plan  for  a  world  government  has 
been  offered  to  the  Senate  foreign 
relations  subcommittee  by  Senator 
Taylor  of  Idaho.  The  resolution 
would  empower  the  President  to  call 
a  general  conference  of  the  UN  to 
adopt  a  constitution  for  a  "true  world 
government."  If  not  called  within 
a  year  after  resolution  was  approved, 
the  President  "should  call  world  con- 
stitutional convention  of  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  adopting  a  world  government  con- 
stitution." This  Senate  committee  is 
studying  several  resolutions  designed 
to  strengthen  the  United  Nations. 


Christians  and  Conscription 


Eminent  soldiers,  politicians  and 
economists  have  said  that  compul- 
sory military  service  is  a  mistake. 
We  say  it  is  a  sin  and  we  do  so  be- 
cause as  Christians  we  are  bound 
wholly  to  reject  war  and  the  prep- 
aration for  war. 

Military  conscription  may  reason- 
ably be  opposed  because  it  interferes 
with  education,  it  breaks  up  home 
life,  it  segregates  young  men  in  un- 
natural conditions  which  are  morally 
dangerous,  it  takes  many  workers 
out  of  productive  industry,  and  it  is 
an  unwarrantable  infringement  of 
personal  liberty. 

We  condemn  military  conscription 
because  of  its  purpose.  It  trains  men 
for  war,  which  involves  the  use  of 
atom  bombs,  bacterial  warfare, 
obliteration  bombing  and  other  in- 
human devices  which  war  now 
necessitates.    War  being  what  it  is. 


preparation  for  it  must  be  morally 
wrong  and  unchristian. 

Conscription  perpetuates  the  war 
mentality,  for  it  creates  in  men's 
minds  the  idea  that  training  for  war 
is  a  normal  obligation  of  the  com- 
munity. If  people  learn  to  think  in 
terms  of  war,  war  thereby  becomes 
more  probable. 

We  declare  that,  as  Christians;  we 
must  oppose  this  evil  system  and  the 
policy  of  preparation  for  war  which 
is  said  to  make  it  necessary. 

We  believe  that  the  Christian  faith 
calls  men  and  nations  to  renounce 
the  use  of  armed  force  as  incom- 
patible with  the  teaching  and  ex- 
ample of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  rely 
solely  upon  the  moral  and  spiritual 
resources  which  are  available  to 
those  who  put  their  trust  in  God. 
— A  statement  issued  by 
an    English    committee. 


Providing  Love  and  Security 
for  All  Members  of  the  Family 


One  evening  a  week  may  well  be  family 

night  when  all  members  oi  the  family  do 

something  together 


Howard  and  Winifred  Keim 

South  English,  Iowa 
Presented  by  the  Family  Life  Department 


Walter  Hering 


A  TRULY  Christian  home 
should  be  an  island  of 
Christian  democracy.  If 
all  members  of  the  family  are  to 
be  happy,  each  must  feel  that 
he  is  loved  and  wanted  and  nee-  • 
essary  in  the  family  circle.  In. 
this  kind  of  a  home  there  is  no 
room  for  a  dictator,  whether  par- 
ent or  child.  But  members  of 
the  family  will  share  their  lives 
in  a  joyous  Christian  spirit. 

Certain  procedures  are  help- 
ful. The  family  may  well  set 
aside  one  evening  each  week  as 
family  night,  when  they  spend 
the  evening  together.  It  should 
be  varied  from  time  to  time.  It 
may  include  something  special 
for  the  evening  meal.  There 
should  be  an  occasional  family 
council,  where  matters  of  family 


importance  will  be  discussed 
democratically.  At  times  it  will 
include  play,  outings,  worship 
experiences  and  work. 

Boys  will  grow  up  with  more 
respect  for  the  women  of  the 
household,  if  they  learn  to  share 
in  some  of  the  household  chores, 
such  as  cooking,  doing  dishes, 
washing  windows,  making  beds 
and  dusting.  Girls  also  may  well 
learn  to  do  some  of  the  less 
strenuous  outdoor  chores.  Will- 
ingness to  assume  responsibility 
is  an  important  phase  of  growing 
up.  Every  member  of  the  family 
should  have  some  regular  tasks, 
in  harmony  with  his  age  and 
ability.  Responsibilities  should 
be  added  as  capacity  increases. 

The  family  will  enjoy  working 
together  on  some  project,  such 


as  building  an  outdoor  fireplace 
or  a  playground.  They  should 
find  joy  in  playing  together,  va- 
cationing together  and  hiking  to- 
gether. Family  picnics  are  lots 
of  fun. 

Each  member  of  the  family 
should  have  a  fair  share  in  the 
family  income,  which  he  may 
use  for  personal  needs  and  for 
which  he  will  give  a  regular  ac- 
counting. It  will  include  benevo- 
lences and  savings. 

While  sharing  is  important,  in- 
dividuals also  have  a  need  for 
some  privacy.  A  child  will  en- 
joy having  a  shelf,  drawer  or 
desk  where  his  private  treasures 
will  be  unmolested.  The  privi- 
lege, however,  should  carry  with 
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EDITORIAL 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

WE  HAVE  now  become 
familiar  with  the  picture 
of  the  church  spire  and 
the  caption  underneath  it,  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  The 
clock  hands  are  at  11:00;  the 
needle  at  the  top  of  the  spire 
points  patiently  upward. 

One  hundred  thousand  con- 
gregations with  nearly  25,000,- 
000  members  are  participating  in 
a  great  Christian  effort  on 
March  12. 

The  spiritual  benefits  will  be 
manyfold.  One  of  the  chief  cred- 
it items  will  accrue  to  the  par- 
ticipants themselves.  For  many 
generations  Christian  people 
have  pulled  against  each  other 
when  they  should  have  been 
pulling  together  for  the  king- 
dom. While  they  argued  the 
world  drifted  nearer  and  nearer 
an  abyss  of  destruction  and  de- 
spair. Sin  crept  into  our  per- 
sonal lives,  into  our  corporate 
society  and  into  the  church.  In 
Christ's  name  we  did  many  un- 
christian things. 

Now,  at  least  for  one  hour,  25,- 
000,000  Christians  will  pull  to- 
gether in  a  common  cause.  They 
will  be  at  the  command  of  the 
only  Leader  any  of  them  claim 
as  Master  and  Lord.  It  will  do 
them  good  to  work  together.  It 
should  also  bring  delight  "to  their 
Lord,  who  must  have  waited 
anxiously  through  the  years  for 
such  an  hour  to  emerge  among 
his  children. 


A  second  benefit  will  accrue 
directly  to  those  of  God's  crea- 
tion who  are  most  needy.  The 
proceeds  from  this  hour  of  shar- 
ing will  be  used  to  resettle  DP's, 
to  aid  refugees,  to  support  mis- 
sion undertakings  in  Asia  and 
Europe  and  to  continue  the  total 
Christian  program  around  the 
world.  These  proceeds  will  be 
handled  through  regular  denom- 
inational channels. 

1  here  are  some  in  the  Christian 
family  who  will  not  co-operate 
in  this  joint  effort.  They  will 
say,  "This  is  only  the  social  gos- 
pel; it  is  not  the  saving  gospel; 
it  is  not  of  God." 

It  is  easy  to  become  confused 
when  making  such  distinctions. 
The  same  Lord  who  said,  "Ye 
must  be  born  again,"  said  also, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me."  Saving  and 
serving  are  closely  related.  Who 
among  us  can  refrain  from  serv- 
ing the  Lord  who  saved  us?  And 
how  can  he  be  served  better 
than  by  serving  these  least,  even 
as  he  commanded,  in  order  that 
they  too  might  be  saved. 

Jesus  was  a  redeeming  Savior. 
He  lived  among  people;  he  was 
a  part  of  a  social  world.  His 
salvation  was  for  people,  all  peo- 
ple. Healing,  relief,  cups  of  cold 
water  occupied  a  good  bit  of 
his  time  and  was  central  in  his 
message  of  salvation. 

To  one  who  loves  the  Lord 
with  his  whole  heart  and  who  is 


so  warm  toward  all  of  his  neigh- 
bors that  he  loves  them  as  he 
loves  himself,  these  distinctions 
between  a  saving  gospel  and  a 
social  gospel  seem  more  argu- 
mentative than  helpful. 

"And  now  abideth  faith,  hope, 
love,"  says  the  Scriptures,  "and 
the  greatest  of  these  is  love." 
God  is  love. 


0 


ne  hour  of  sharing  is  not 
enough.  It  is  only  a  meager  be- 
ginning. Every  hour  of  every 
day  should  be  an  hour  of  shar- 
ing. 

And  what  glorious  things  we 
have  to  share:  a  message  of  sal- 
vation, friendship,  fellowship, 
brotherhood,  nurture,  home  visi- 
tation, even  cups  of  cold  water. 

What  Makes  a  House 
a  Home? 

18.  Christian  Homes  Are  Made 
in  Heaven 

WE  HAVE  now  spent  more 
than  two  years  through 
the  pages  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  considering  the  ques- 
tion, "What  makes  a  house  a 
home?" 

First  we  examined  nearly  for- 
ty different  pictures  of  homes 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.  We 
saw  Fiji  Islanders  living  in  grass 
houses,  Eskimos  living  in  snow 
and  ice  and  Americans  living  in 
rolling  mountains,  on  far-reach- 
ing plains  or  in  the  modern  cliff 
dwellings  known  as  big  city 
apartment  houses. 


it  the  responsibility  of  keeping 
said  area  in  a  decent  and  respect- 
able condition. 

Kindness  and  courtesy  toward 
one  another  are  important.  Be- 
cause we  are  in  the  same  family 
gives  us  no  license  to  be  rude  or 
unkind  to  one  another.   Parents 
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should  guard  against  a  tendency 
to  say  cutting  things  to  each  oth- 
er before  children  and  friends. 
Children  should  be  respected  as 
individuals. 

When  criticism  or  correction  is 
necessary,  it  should  be  done  in 
love,  rather  than  in  anger.  It 
should  aim  toward  helpfulness 
and  improvement. 


"Love  is  patient  and  kind;  love 
is  not  jealous  or  boastful;  it  is 
not  arrogant  or  rude.  Love  does 
not  insist  on  its  own  way;  it  is 
not  irritable  or  resentful;  it  does 
not  rejoice  at  wrong,  but  rejoices 
in  the  right.  Love  bears  all 
things,  believes  all  things,  hopes 
all  things,  endures  all  things"  (1 
Cor.  13:4-7). 


As  we  examined  these  various 
homes,  we  asked  ourselves  over 
and  over,  "What  are  the  common 
factors  in  all  of  them  that  can 
make  a  house,  any  kind  of  a 
house,  into  a  home?" 

Next  we  undertook  to  discover 
some  answers  to  the  continued 
question.  In  a  few  paragraphs 
each  nearly  a  score  of  general 
factors  have  been  discussed. 

What  makes  a  house  a  home? 
All  of  these  are  important:  peo- 
ple, mothers,  fathers,  children, 
love,  worship,  a  sense  of  mutual 
task,  respect,  laughter,  confi- 
dence, play,  vacations,  forgive- 
ness, rooms  and  furnishings, 
books  and  music,  hobbies  and 
friends. 

A  home  is  not  something  you 
leave  behind  when  you  move; 
that  is  only  a  house  and  some 
furnishings.  The  home  is  what 
you  take  along. 

Some  of  us  have  set  our  homes 
down  in  many  communities, 
even  in  many  countries.  But  no 
matter  where  the  home  is  love 
can  be  there  and  laughter  and 
God.  If  those  are  not  there,  it  is 
not  a  home. 

The  Christian  home  is  just  one 
step  this  side  of  heaven — in  fact, 
it  can  be  an  extension  of  heaven 
into  the  world,  for  Christian 
homes  are  made  in  heaven. 

May  each  reader  who  has  fol- 
lowed this  series  or  been  inter- 
ested in  it  have  that  kind  of  a 
home. 

God  bless  our  homes! 


Where  No  Counsel   Is 

THE  world  is  changing  more 
rapidly  than  our  imagina- 
tion can  follow.  New  instru- 
ments of  communication  and 
transportation  have  moved  us 
elbow  to  elbow.  Our  greatest 
need  is  to  learn  to  live  together. 
Though  we  would  like  to  talk 
with  each  other  and  deal  with 
each  other  as  brothers  our  differ- 
ent languages  and  traditions  and' 
our  nationalism  stand  as  barriers 
between  us.  Much  of  the  time 
we   become   a   quarreling,   con- 


fused family,  refusing  to  recog- 
nize our  family  relationships. 

In  the  face  of  this  the  church 
has  not  spoken  as  clearly  or  as 
authoritatively  as  it  should.  Is 
the  church  not  God's  voice  on 
the  earth?  Are  we  not  all 
God's  chosen  people?    Does  not 


God  desire  co-operation  and 
peace  among  us?  Should  not  the 
church  then  talk  to  the  world 
and  counsel  it? 

A  long  time  ago,  Solomon  said, 
"Where  no  counsel  is  the  people 
perish"  (Prov.  11:14). 

Solomon  was  right. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Hot  Potato! 

YESTERDAY  the  government  de- 
cided to  dump  50,000,000  bush- 
els of  potatoes.  The  farmers 
had  been  paid  for  them;  the  govern- 
ment had  first  secured  this  money  in 
the  form  of  taxes  from  these  very 
same  farmers  and  from  the  rest  of  us. 
The  potatoes  were  rotting.  So,  of 
course,  they  had  to  be  dumped. 
Their  final  resting  place  was  to  be 
some  harbor  or  river  bottom  or  the 
depths  of  the  surging  sea. 

As  the  potatoes  splashed  to  their 
final  repose  a  little  child  in  Chicago 
looked  out  of  sunken  eyes  at  the 
despairing  efforts  of  its  mother  to 
find  sufficient  food  to  feed  a  hungry 
family  on  the  income  which  she 
could  secure  from  her  part-time 
work. 

Some  Negro  sharecropper  children 
paused  in  play  beside  their  one-room 
cabin  which  stood  on  stilts  in  the 
winter's  mud.  They  seemed  to  be 
listening  hungrily  to  the  splash  of 
potatoes  being  dumped. 

Not  far  away  a  group  of  "poor 
while"  children  sat  listlessly  on  the 
sunny  side  of  their  cabin.  They  re- 
ally were  not  white  though;  they 
were  a  sallow  yellow.  Hookworm 
and  malnourishment  had  taken  the 
sparkle  from  their  eyes  and  dead- 
ened the  color  of  their  skins. 

In  a  Mississippi  River  town  a  fam- 
ily of  children  surprised  their  moth- 
er with  a  bag  of  potatoes  one  eve- 
ning. She  said,  "I  know  you  want  to 
help,  children,  but  even  if  we  have 
little  we  will  not  steal." 

They  replied,  "We  did  not  steal; 
these  washed  up  from  the  river." 

Mostly  to  herself  the  mother  said, 
"I  guess  it  is  good  we  live  by  the 
river;  if  we  had  lived  by  the  sea  the 
salt  water  might  have  spoiled  them." 

In  a  European  DP  camp  a  mother 


boiled  a  few  potatoes  while  the  fami- 
ly waited  for  supper.  These  were  her 
last;  where  would  she  get  more?  In 
China,  India  and  elsewhere,  hunger 
is  written  into  many  little  faces.  It 
seems  almost  as  if  old  men  and  wom- 
en live  in  little  children's  bodies, 
bodies  which  through  a  decade  had 
never  been  properly  fed  or  had  a 
chance  to  grow. 

Does  this  kind  of  thinking  do  any 
good?  Is  there  any  value  in  looking 
across  the  world  while  our  too  many 
potatoes  splash  to  dumping  places? 

It  should  lead  to  at  least  two  con- 
clusions. 

a.  We  have  not  shared  enough  yet. 
While  hunger  continues,  sharing 
must.  And  we  must  not  always  look 
so  far  away  that  we  fail  to  see  hun- 
ger near  at  hand. 

b.  Sharing  is  not  enough;  we  must 
rectify  conditions  which  prevent  us 
from  bringing  our  surpluses  and  the 
need  of  the  world  together.  Surely  it 
is  not  beyond  the  power  of  a  demo- 
cratic society  or  impossible  in  a  free 
enterprise  economy  to  meet  such  a 
problem.  If  some  adjustments  are 
necessary  in  our  thinking  or  some 
modifications  in  our  economy,  it  is 
better  to  make  them  in  the  spirit  of 
progress  and  growth  than  to  have 
both  our  way  of  life  and  the  people 
of  the  world  suffer. 

Can  not  our  economists  and  our 
government  officials  work  out  a  solu- 
tion to  this  problem? 

Some  of  them  are  trying.  At  an 
FAO  meeting  in  Washington  recently 
some  plans  were  made.  Dan  West 
wrote  about  them  in  the  Christian 
Century. 

The  teachings  and  the  spirit  of  the 
New  Testament  could  help  a  lot  on 
such  issues.  In  fact,  the  issues  will 
never  be  solved  permanently  until 
they  are  solved  in  the  spirit  of  the 
New  Testament.  Christians  must 
help  find  the  solutions. 
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The  Foreign  Mission  Secretary 
talks  about  China 


NO  HESITATING  HERE 


REPORTS  coming  out  of 
Communist  China  are  bet- 
ter than  most  folks  ex- 
pected them  to  be.  There  are  in- 
dications that  the  Christian 
church  in  China  instead  of  be- 
ing crushed  is  taking  on  new 
life.  At  the  October  1949  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Christian 
Council  of  China,  held  in  Shang- 
hai, there  were  a  number  of 
things  clearly  stated  which  I 
think  will  help  us  to  know  what 
the  church  of  Christ  in  China  is 
doing  and  planning  to  do  under 
this  new  government.  A  mes- 
sage was  sent  by  this  organiza- 
tion to  all  Christians  in  China. 
This  was  the  third  such  message 
sent  in  the  last  few  months.  In 
it  was  a  section  called  "Some 
Facts  of  History."  In  this  sec- 
tion it  was  pointed  out  that  "a 
real  contribution  to  the  early  be- 
ginnings and  humble  struggles 
of  this  movement  which  has  now 
awakened  China  to  her  new  des- 
tiny was  made  by  the  Christian 
church  in  the  teaching  and  prac- 
tice of  science,  the  promotion  of 
literature  in  the  vernacular,  pho- 
netics, or  romanization,  educa- 
tion in  general,  the  emancipation 
<©f  women  and  of  the  working 
man,  and  the  raising  of  the  level 
of  living  for  rural  people." 

This  statement  futher  says,  "In 
recent  years  the  contribution 
made  by  the  church  has  on  all 
sides  been  surpassed.  The  church 
not  only  views  this  fact  without 
the  slightest  dismay,  but  feels  a 
keen  joy,  since  the  function  of 
the  heavenly  kingdom  among 
men,  originally  likened  to  that 
of  yeast  and  the  dough,  is  a  task 
of  showing  the  way  and  of  set- 
ting things  afoot.  In  this  new  sit- 
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uation  the  church  had  readily 
accepted  criticism  and  engaged 
in  its  own  seK-examination.  We 
must  discover  our  faults  and 
truly  repent  for  them.  On  no 
account  are  we  to  pride  our- 
selves on  our  pioneering  pro- 
gressiveness,  but  we  must  make 
sure  that  in  all  departments  of 
Christian  service  we  strive 
towards  making  complete  the 
Christian's  distinctive  contribu- 
tion. To  sum  up,  the  Christian 
church  in  China  must  serve  the 
people,  individuals,  small  groups 
and  the  masses  with  Christian 
faith  in  Christian  love." 

From  this  meeting  there  also 
came  a  message  from  Chinese 
Christians  to  mission  boards 
abroad.  "From  now  on  a  new 
political  concept,  a  new  philos- 


ophy, a  new  creed  and  a  new 
mode  of  life  will  be  instilled  into 
the  masses  of  the  people  with 
a  vigor  that  is  hitherto  unknown. 
Much  of  Western  culture  that 
has  been  introduced  in  recent 
years  will  be  re-examined  and 
shorn  of  its  undesirable  ele- 
ments. Out  of  this  will  be  born 
a  new  China,  radically  different 
from  the  old.  Compared  with 
the  present  moment,  the  change 
of  dynasties  in  the  4,000  years 
has  little  significance;  the  rev- 
olutions of  1911,  of  1927,  and  the 
war  of  resistance  are  but  wave- 
lets in  the  rapids  of  time.  There 
are  challenges  and  difficulties  ly- 
ing ahead.  Just  how  the  Chris- 
tian gospel  can  be  witnessed  to 
in  a  clime  that  is,  by  virtue  of 
its  ideology,  fundamentally  ma- 
terialistic and  atheistic,  presents 
a  challenge  stronger  than  ever 
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Fritz  Henle  from  Monkmeyer 

Caravan  on  the  road  to  Peking 


before.  Whatever  the  external 
clime  may  be,  the  burden  falls 
upon  us  Christians  to  demon- 
strate the  efficiency  and  suffi- 
ciency of  the  gospel  as  exempli- 
fied in  the  life  of  Christ." 

This  document  also  answers 
the  question  as  to  whether  there 
is  a  place  for  the  missionary  in 
China.  "There  is  nothing  in 
principle  which  makes  the  fu- 
ture position  of  the  missionary 
untenable,  or  renders  his  service 
unnecessary.  On  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  definite  challenge  to 
work  and  serve  under  adverse 
circumstances,  and  to  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  ecumenical  fellow- 
ship. The  future  contribution 
of  the  missionary  will  lie  along 
the  lines  of  special  service  proj- 
ects, and  not  along  administra- 
tive lines.  To  be,  to  share  and  to 
live  will  be  a  significant  contri- 
bution in  itself.  The  missionary 
from  now  on  will  be  living  and 
working  in  a  setting  that  is  en- 
tirely foreign  to  the  newcomer. 
Difficult  physical  and  mental  re- 
adjustments will  be  demanded 
from  him.  The  missionary  will 
be  placed  in  a  political  environ- 
ment which  will  be  much  differ- 
ent from  the  one  he  is  accus- 
tomed to.  The  missionary  will 
be  living  in  an  economic  en- 
vironment whose  standard  of 
living  is  much  lower  than  the 
one  he  is  accustomed  to,  and  in 
which  practice  of  austerity  will 
be  the  rule  rather  than  the  ex- 
ception for  some  time  to  come. 
Travel  is  likely  to  be  restricted. 
Adjustment  for  families  is  likely 
to  prove  more  difficult." 

1  hen  there  is  the  question  of 
whether  we  will  be  able  to  sup- 
port our  missionaries  if  they  do 
stay  in  China.  "There  is  noth- 
ing in  principle  that  prevents 
|  its  continuance.  It  is  understood 
that  mission  funds  are  still  wel- 
come provided  no  strings  are  at- 
tached. It  is  to  be  stressed  here, 
however,  that  such  financial  sup- 
port should  be  regarded  as  tem- 
porary in  nature,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Chinese  church  to 


build  up  its  own  support  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit."  This 
message  which  was  signed  by 
nineteen  Chinese,  every  one  of 
them  a  distinguished  churchman 
and  citizen,  concludes  by  say- 
ing, "The  Christian  movement 
will  have  its  due  place  in  the 
future  Chinese  society  and  will 
have  a  genuine  contribution  to 
make.  Its  future  road  will  not 
be  a  bed  of  roses.  To  build  a 
new  nation  from  the  ruins  of 
the  old  will  not  be  easy;  neither 
will  it  be  easy  to  build  a  gen- 
uinely Chinese  Christian  move- 
ment. Difficult  as  it  is,  the  task 
will  be  easier  if  we  can  clear 
away  some  of  the  unnecessary 
obstacles  in  the  way  which  we 
ourselves  can  remove.  The  Chi- 
nese church  will  not  emerge 
through  this  historical  change 
unaffected.  It  will  suffer  a 
purge,  and  many  of  the  withered 
branches  will  be  amputated.  But 
we  believe  it  will  emerge  strong- 
er and  purer  in  quality,  a  more 
fitting  witness  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ." 

1  hrough  the  American  Board 
comes  a  statement  from  one  of 
its  missionaries  in  China  which 
gives  us  a  glimpse  into  the  spir- 
itual life  of  the  Chinese.  "Re- 
cently we  talked  over  with  close 
friends  our  perplexing  problems 
and  came  away  with  these  im- 
pressions. First,  many  of  the 
problems  that  we  feel  are  felt 
equally  by  Chinese  Christian 
workers  because  the  inner  cir- 
cle of  Communists  still  remain 
as  aloof  from  non-Communist 
Chinese  as  from  foreigners.  Sec- 
ond, difficulties  felt  because  of 
a  conflict  of  ideologies  are  just  as 
great  for  Chinese  Christians  as 
for  us.  One  Chinese  friend  said, 
'We  are  bearing  our  side  of  the 
cross;  you  bear  yours  and  we 
will  go  forward  bearing  it  to- 
gether.' Third,  they  felt  that  al- 
though opportunities  for  Ameri- 
cans to  work  in  schools  will  de- 
crease, opportunities  to  work 
among  the  Christian  groups  are 
sufficient  to  absorb  all  we  can 


Is  This  the  Year? 
Wilma  W.  Burton 

Is  this  the  year  the  prophets  fore- 
told 

That  the  King  in  his  glory  and  love 

Might  come  to  gather  up  his 
saints. 

And  bear  them  safely  above? 

Is  this  the  year  the  harvest  will 

end? 
And   God's    grace   for   men   will 

cease? 
Is  this  the  year  men's  work  will 

fail? 
And  the  nations  know  no  peace? 

Will  there  be  the  gnashing  of  teeth 
With  failing  hearts  from  fear? 
Will  there  be  tears  of  deep  re- 
morse? 
I  wonder,  is  this  the  year? 

I  know  not.  Lord,  as  no  man  can. 
In  what  year  thy  coming  shall 

be- 
But  if  this  is  the  year,  may  I  be 

found 
Ever  faithful  in  working  for  thee. 


put  into  our  work.  Fourth,  the 
hostility  that  exists  towards 
Americans  springs  from  the  im- 
pression that  the  American  gov- 
ernment is  hostile  to  the  People's 
Government.  It  can  only  be 
eliminated  by  a  rapprochement 
between  the  two  governments." 
More  specifically  in  the  area 
which  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  we  still 
have  organized  worship  being 
carried  on.  Reports  gathered  by 
John  Detrick  in  Peking  indicate 
that  the  Tai  Yuan  Fu  church  is 
holding  regular  Sunday  services 
and  Show  Yang  Christians  are 
meeting  for  worship  as  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself.  The  Ping 
Ting  group  of  Christians  are 
meeting  for  regular  services.  In. 
our  new  area  in  West  China  re- 
ports from  our  workers  there  in- 
dicate that  the  new  chapel 
opened  at  Tzechung  is  having 
splendid  response  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese  people.  This  is 
where  our  beloved  Elder  Yin  is 
working.  At  Neichang  the  new- 
work  opened  in  co-operation 
with  the  Methodists  is  also  hav- 
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ing  a  splendid  response.  Bessie 
Crim  writing  from  Tzechung 
states  that  they  are  extremely 
busy  in  the  hospital. 

These  are  real  indications 
that  the  work  of  the  ghurch  is 
going  forward  even  in  our  own 
area  and  that  our  churches  and 
our  Christian  work  at  the  pres- 
ent time  have  not  been  closed 
or  unduly  restrained. 

There  emerge,  therefore,  at 
least  three  clear  conclusions 
from  information  that  we  re- 
ceive on  every  hand.  First,  mis- 
sionaries are  still  needed  and 
much  wanted  in  China  and  from 
all  indications  there  will  be  an 
opportunity  to  make  lasting  con- 
tributions for  a  long  period  of 
time  to  come.  Second,  there  is 
no  present  principle  by  the  gov- 
ernment now  in  power  which 
will  deny  financial  support  to 
those  who  are  working  in  China 
for  the  church.  Third,  commu- 
nism presents  to  Christianity  in 
China  the  greatest  challenge  it 
has  ever  had  since  the  days  of 
Morrison.  The  Chinese  church 
of  Christ,  therefore,  stands  to- 
day more  conspicuously  than 
ever  before  for  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  truth  of  the  world. 

Therefore,  during  these  tragic 
days  of  need  in  China,  for  any 
of  us  to  withhold  our  financial 
support  or,  worse  still,  to  with- 
hold spiritual  support  from  our 
Chinese  Christian  colleagues  or 
from  our  missionaries  in  China 
would  be  to  place  a  great  ob- 
stacle in  their  way.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  the  church  is  a  uni- 
versal church.  Let  us  do  all  we 
can  to  strengthen  and  to  bolster 
up  the  sincerity  of  their  faith, 
praying  that  God  will  give  them 
strength  for  the  tasks  that  are 
theirs  in  order  that  there  shall 
come  forth  even  in  these  trou- 
bled days  a  strong,  courageous 
and  united  church.  There  is  "no 
hesitating  here."  May  we  have 
that  same  courageous  spirit  to 
push  forward  and  to  do  our  best 
for  the  kingdom  of  God. 


THE  CHURCH 
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THE  spirit  of  brotherhood 
must  prevail  among  Chris- 
tians of  every  race  and  na- 
tion if  it  is  to  prevail  at  all. 
Brotherhood  was  the  apostle 
Peter's  name  for  the  church. 
The  members  of  the  church  are 
brothers.  Peter  had  learned  that 
God  has  no  favorites, .  "But  in 
every  nation  he  that  feareth  him, 
and  worketh  righteousness,  is  ac- 
cepted with  him."  Therefore, 
"love  the  brotherhood."  The  Ap- 
ostle John  also  plainly  teaches 
that  the  first  duty  of  Christians 
is  to  love  fellow  Christians.  The 
Apostle  Paul's  conception  of  the 
church  is  much  the  same.  To 
Paul  the  church  was  a  brother- 
hood. He  teaches  that  there  is 
"neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there 
is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there 
is  neither  male  nor  female:  for 
all  are  one  in  Christ."  "As  many 
as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
they  are  the  sons  of  God."  Being 
sons,  they  are  brothers,  and  be- 
ing brothers  they  are  to  love  one 
another.  Concerning  love  of  the 
brethren,  he  writes:  "Ye  need 
not  that  I  write  unto  you:  for 
ye  yourselves  are  taught  of  God 
to  love  one  another  .  .  .  we  be- 
seech you,  brethren,  that  ye  in- 
crease more  and  more"  in  this 
spirit  of  brotherly  love.  This  is 
his  exhortation  to  all  Christians 
of  every  age. 

These  men  were  true  to  our 
Lord  who  was  constantly  re- 
minding his  disciples  that  he  was 
their  Master  and  all  they  were 
brethren.  "A  new  commandment 
I -give  you,  That  ye  love  one  an- 
other: as  I  have  loved  you,  that 
ye  also  love  one  another.  By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another."  The  distinctive 
note  of  the  Christian  life  is  here 
proclaimed  to  be  love  for  one's 
fellow  Christians  —  irrespective 
of  color  or  race.  All  who  own 
the  name  of  Christ,  who  loved 
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them  and  gave  his  life  for  them 
are  brothers.  There  ought  to  be 
no  color  line,  no  geographical 
line,  no  cultural  line,  no  econom- 
ic line.  There  is  "no  difference" 
in  Christ;  we  are  one.  This  truth 
is  eloquently  proclaimed  in  the 
words  of  In  Christ  There  Is  No 
East  or  West. 

"All  Christly  souls  are  one  in 
him  throughout  the  whole  wide 
earth."  This  is  a  truth  that  no 
war  can  destroy.  There  is  a  bond 
of  love,  of  fellowship,  of  brother- 
hood that  girdles  the  globe.  This 
fact  holds  the  promise  of  univer- 
sal brotherhood. 

The  world  will  be  led  in  the 
path  of  brotherhood  not  by  rea- 
soning, by  force,  by  eloquence, 
by  legislation,  by  church  resolu- 
tions, but  by  the  demonstration 
of  the  love  of  Christians  one  for 
another.  It  is  by  the  brotherli- 
ness  of  those  who  believe  in 
Christ  that  the  hard  heart  of  the 
world  is  to  be  softened  and  the 
truthfulness  of  Jesus'  words 
established.  The  world  is  to  be 
brought  to  God  by  Christians 
loving  one  another. 

The  New  Testament  picture 
of  the  church  is  a  brotherhood,  a 
family.  The  church  was  known 
as  "the  household  of  faith"  and 
the  "family  of  God."  Christians 
called  one  another  not  Christians 
but  brethren.  They  greeted  one 
another  with  the  kiss  of  brother- 
ly love.  Their  sacraments  were 
linked  to  the  supper  table.  The 
church  was  a  communion  of 
brothers.  A  favorite  name  for 
the  church  in  the  early  Christian 
centuries  was  brotherhood. 

Yes,  the  church  is  a  brother- 
hood— a  congregation  of  faithful 
men  and  women  ever  striving  to 
learn  and  live  the  new  command- 
ment, looking  unto  Jesus  Christ 
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There  is  "no  difference"  in  Christ;  we  are  one  in  him 


for  power  to  understand  and 
practice  the  law  of  love  in  daily 
life.  The  new  commandment  is 
the  standard  by  which  all 
churches  must  be  measured,  and 
in  the  light  of  this  standard  the 
church  universal  knows  herself 
to  be  poor  and  blind  and  naked. 
The  very  thing  which  the  New 
Testament  asserts  to  be  the  one 
thing  needful  and  without  which 
the  world  cannot  be  won  to 
Christ  is  the  thing  which  is  least 
abundant. 

Love  is  the  law  of  the  church — 
the  brotherhood.  Love  is  the 
badge  of  discipleship.  Love  is 
the  power  which  overcomes 
envy,  prejudice,  greed,  selfish- 
ness, suspicion  and  hate.  Victory 


for  the  cause  of  Christ  is 
achieved  and  the  day  of  brother- 
hood is  brought  closer  as  Chris- 
tians manifest  genuine  Christ- 
like love. 

The  secret  of  the  progress  of 
the  early  church  lies  revealed  in 
the  exclamation  of  the  pagan 
crowd:  "Behold  how  these 
Christians  love  one  another."  The 
church  of  Christ  was  born  out  of 
redemptive  love.  The  church 
was  founded  by  the  greatest 
Lover  of  men  for  the  express 
purpose  of  kindling  the  fire  of 
love — of  man  to  God,  and  man 
to  man. 

We  have  talked  loosely  about 
the  brotherhood  of  man  but  uni- 
versal brotherhood  can  never  be- 


come a  reality  apart  from  the 
Christian  ideal.  The  Commu- 
nist philosophy  of  brotherhood 
is  a  hollow,  lifeless,  spiritless 
thing.  Brotherhood  to  be  abiding 
must  be  a  spiritual  creation,  the 
work  of  men  and  women  who 
have  been  recreated  in  Christ.  It 
is  a  fellowship  of  the  sons  of  God 
in  harmony  with  the  will  and 
purposes  of  God  the  Father. 
Brotherhood  is  what  the  world 
is  clamoring  for,  and  it  is  an  ex- 
ample of  brotherhood  which  the 
Christian  church  must  give  and 
can  give  as  we  share  the  bless- 
ings God  has  so  richly  bestowed 
upon  us  with  those  who  are  in 
desperate  need. 

"In  the  Last  Days" 

We  read  in  2  Tim.  3:  1-2:  "This 
know  also,  that  in  the  last  days 
perilous  times  shall  come.  .  .  .  For 
men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud, 
blasphemous,  disobedient  to  parents, 
unthankful,  unholy." 

This  is  not  a  new  theme.  Many 
are  speaking  and  writing  about  these 
words  and  their  application  to  today. 
The  last  four  are  the  ones  I  want 
to  dwell  on  for  a  little  time.  "Blas- 
phemous" —  that  means  what  we 
often  hear  on  the  street  or  in  other 
places  and  sometimes,  alas,  in  the 
home.  The  other  day  I  had  to  give 
up  reading  a  book  because  of  the 
profanity  in  its  pages. 

"Disobedient  to  parents."  One 
could  write  a  book  on  this  alone. 
No  respect  for  father's  and  mother's 
advice,  and  then  the  jail  or  the  peni- 
tentiary claims  youth! 

"Unthankful."  This  is  close  to  the 
words  just  mentioned  for  often  chil- 
dren forget  all  that  the  parents  have 
done  for  them,  especially  in  early 
life,  and  no  word  of  thanks  is  given 
for  kindness  shown  us  by  a  kind 
Father  in  heaven. 

"Unholy."  The  holy  things  in  life 
are  being  desecrated  by  broken  fam- 
ily life,  by  disregard  of  God's  laws, 
by  falling  away  of  church  and  Sun- 
day-school attendance. 

If  we  all  read  our  Bibles  more 
we  would  "think  on  these  things" 
which  point  to  the  "perilous  times" 
which  are  with  us  now.  By  thinking 
on  them  diligently  perhaps  we  could 
find  a  way  to  work  ourselves  away 
from  them. — Julia  Graydon. 
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Just  a  handful  of  grain  for  the  family — this  is  famine 
in  India 


Lawrence  W.  Shultz 

North  Manchester,  Indiana 


Church  World  Service 


ON  SUNDAY,  March  12, 
1950,  Americans  in  their 
churches  have  an  unusual 
opportunity  to  share  together  in 
One  Great  Hour. 

May  I  present  five  reasons  for 
our  observing  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing? 

To  help  meet  the  desperate  need 
that  still  exists. 

Relief  is  still  needed.  Let  no 
one  say  it  is  not.  In  overpopu- 
lated  Germany  there  are  millions 
of  refugees  —  displaced  persons 
looking  forv  a  place  they  can 
again  call  their  home,  thousands 
of  endangered  youth  roaming 
the  land,  and  many  children  and 
babies  that  need  shoes  and 
clothing. 

In  Kassel  alone  4,000  newborn 
babies  this  winter  needed  neces- 
sary baby  clothes;  2,000  children 
stay  out  of  school  because  they 
have  no  shoes;  8,000  children  go 
to  school  with  only  bread  in  their 
lunch  baskets.  We  saw  women  in 
a  church  aid  society  trying  to 
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patch  old  clothes  that  would 
hardly  hang  together.  They  said 
to  us,  "Do  not  throw  any  clotl> 
ing  away  in  America.  We  can 
use  it  to  patch  and  repair  cloth- 
ing in  some  way." 

Europe  is  still  a  continent  of 
teeming  populations,  many  of 
whom  live  in  barracks  and  old 
sheds.  Many  of  these  barracks 
were  former  army  quarters  and 
are  now  occupied  by  poverty- 
stricken  and  homeless  refugees. 
In  Denmark  are  the  DP's;  in 
Germany  are  the  DP's  and  es- 
capees from  the  Soviet  zone  plus 
the  endangered  youth;  and  in 
Austria  are  the  expelled  Volks- 
deutsch.  Everywhere  are  hos- 
pitals, orphanages  and  institu- 
tions that  need  help.  The  es- 
capee camps  especially  are  needy 
spots.  Cash  will  help  these  peo- 
ple with  food  and  clothing. 

To  aid  our  relatives. 

Do  you  remember  that  most 
of  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  stem  from  an- 
cestral roots  in  Germany?  Our 
names  are  their  names  also.  How 


familiar  are  Miller,  Meyer, 
Schmid  or  Smith,  Metzger, 
Brumbaugh  —  to  name  a  few 
that  you  see  and  hear!  The  rea- 
son today  that  most  of  us'  are 
not  in  the  desperate  plight  as 
are  many  of  our  cousins  is  that 
our  forefathers  came  west  to 
America  instead  of  going  east  or 
southeast  as  the  foreparents  of 
these  refugees  did.  So  these  un- 
fortunates are  our  relatives.  Do 
we  feel  a  family  tie?  Will  we 
share? 

To  share  social  and  spiritual  fel- 
lowship. 

Europe  is  hungry  for  that. 
Sigrid  Stroetzel  would  say  to 
you  as  she  writes  to  me,  "Does 
any  one  care  what  happens  to 
us?  Your  visit  and  gift  and  let- 
ter have  given  us  new  hope  again 
after  five  years  in  this  refugee 
camp."  She  is  a  talented  young 
lady  of  twenty-two.  She  also 
said  that  they  had  come  to  think 
that  there  were  no  people  left 
in  the  world  who  had  hearts  of 
sympathy.  Have  your  gifts 
brought  you  in  contact  with  in- 


dividuals  in  another  land?  The 
fellowship  is  deep  when  you 
share  with  another's  need. 

So  in  these  lands  of  Germany, 
Poland,  Austria  and  Denmark 
we  should  hold  up  the  hands 
of  the  pastors  and  deaconesses 
who  serve  in  these  parishes 
by  sharing  our  good  life  with 
their  poverty-stricken  parishion- 
ers. Even  in  England  (October 
1949)  in  a  well-to-do  middle- 
class  home  we  were  served  food 
that  they  had  saved  for  weeks 
from  their  rations.  To  eat  with 
them  was  a  spiritual  experience. 
When  we  give  to  the  Lord  we 
give  only  to  aid  others — to  pro- 
mote through  others  his  kingdom 
in  this  world.  We  may  no  long- 
er offer  up  burnt  offerings  of  oil 
and  animals  as  sacrifice.  He  does 
not  delight  in  that.  He  is  pleased 
by  our  sharing. 

To  restore  the  good  name  of 
America. 

We  do  not  sense  the  situation 
or  need  in  this  regard  that  ex- 
ists in  central  Europe  today.  Pre- 


cision bombing  by  American 
planes  left  all  the  large  cities 
of  Germany  in  ruins — 50  to  80 
per  cent  destroyed.  The  loss  of 
life  was  terrific.  Pastor  August 
Schwab  of  Kassel,  in  whose 
home  I  stayed  overnight  on 
October  31  (Martin  Luther 
night)  near  Schwarzenau,  lost 
2,000  of  his  parishioners  in  one 
air  raid  of  twenty  minutes.  De- 
-valuation  of  the  German  mark 
twice  has  made  the  German  peo- 
ple very,  very  poor.  The  occu- 
pying forces  did  it. 

Occupation  forces  are  using 
the  best  quarters  in  these  cities 
and  thereby  displace  a  half  mil- 
lion families  from  their  homes. 
Many  troops  live  with  their  fam- 
ilies and  use  only  part  of  the 
houses  when  housing  is  so  lim- 
ited. One  officer  with  a  family 
of  four  is  occupying  an  eleven- 
room  house  and  needs  only  a 
part  of  it.  The  owners  of  the 
houses  are  living  in  barracks  or 
garages.  Misbehavior  on  the 
part  of  many  of  our  young  over- 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

Church  Organization  and  Leadership 
Acts  6: 1-6;  20:  17—21:  6;  1  Cor.  12;  1  Tim.  3 


"And  in  those  days  the  church  grew" 

It  grew  at  almost  an  incredible 
speed.  Into  it  came  people  from 
differing  national  groups.  In  it  also 
were  people  from  all  economic  levels. 
Different  races  were  numbered 
among  its  members. 

Since  it  was  large  and  since  it 
had  in  it  all  these  different  back- 
grounds, it  became  necessary  to  or- 
ganize it.  It  would  not  be  well  if 
those  who  were  preachers  and  teach- 
ers would  spend  all  their  time  in 
meeting  the  little  problems  of  over- 
lapping interests. 

Accordingly,  a  church  organization 
was  set  up  which  was  based  upon 
the  specific  needs  of  the  time  and 
place.  Some  who  were  particularly 
qualified  for  teaching  became  apos- 
tles and  teachers.  Others  who  were 
qualified  otherwise  became  deacons 
or  servants  to  carry  out  the  internal 
functionings  of  the  church. 
Working  through  the  organization 

As  Paul  journeyed  from  place  to 
place  he  set  up  other  churches  and 


each  followed  a  similar  pattern  of 
organization.  It  was  very  close  to 
the  people  and  very  informal.  When 
he  needed  to  contact  some  of  the 
churches  and  was  not  able  to  get 
there  himself,  he  called  together 
some  of  the  elders  of  the  church. 
Thus,  he  could  transmit  his  mes- 
sages through  them  to  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  He  utilized  the  organ- 
ization which  he  had  set  up  as  a 
teaching  device.  At  all  levels  in 
the  organization  people  were  evan- 
gelists. The  deacons  went  out  and 
preached.  Some,  such  as  Stephen, 
preached  with  evangelical  fervor. 
The  church's  primary  job 

It  was  clear  from  the  first,  how- 
ever, that  the  church's  primary  job 
was  not  to  maintain  an  organization. 
Any  thought  of  a  pope  or  a  line  of 
archbishops  seems  never  to  have  en- 
tered Paul's  and  Peter's  minds.  The 
primary  job  of  the  church  was  a 
teaching,  evangelizing  job.  The 
apostolic  church  organization  was 
geared  to  that  end. 


seas  forces  gives  a  bad  name  for 
us.  One  young  person  said  that 
they  never  knew  that  any  Amer- 
icans were  different  than  what 
they  saw  in  the  troops. 

Dismantling  of  factories  for 
reparations  has  destroyed  hope 
and  opportunity  for  recovery  in 
many  quarters.  Unemployment 
is  everywhere  and  though  much 
of  the  rubble  is  removed  there 
is  little  reconstruction  going  on. 
Our  good  name  needs  to  be  re- 
stored. "A  good  name  is  to  be 
chosen  rather  than  great  riches." 

To  achieve  for  ourselves  real  joy, 

A  friend  in  Ohio  and  another 
in  Indiana  were  overflowing, 
with  happiness  as  they  gave  sub- 
stantial sums  to  be  shared  with 
the  needy  of  Europe.  In  Eng- 
land, in  Poland,  in  Germany  and 
in  Austria  as  this  aid  was  re- 
ceived the  response  was  electric. 
Though  the  recipients  disliked  to 
receive  aid,  yet  their  need  forced 
them  to  do  so  and  they  sent 
words  and  letters  of  gratitude  to 
the  donors.  To  help  others  in  the 
time  of  suffering  and  calamity  is 
to  help  ourselves  achieve  joy  and 
real  satisfaction.  There  is  no  oth- 
er way. 

So  in  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  we  again  can  prove  to 
the  world  that  the  Light  shines 
in  our  hearts,  that  they  may  see 
good  works  and  so  glorify  the 
Father  of  us  all.  Our  sharing 
becomes  electric  currents  that 
flow  around  the  world  rapidly 
to  bring  faith,  hope  and  respon- 
sive love  to  the  hearts  of  men.  I 
went  into  a  church  last  year  on 
the  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday. 
Only  three  of  the  audience  had 
heard  the  One  Great  Hour  broad- 
cast the  night  before.  There  had 
been  no  plans  even  for  an  offer- 
ing. The  elder  kindly  asked  the 
audience  if  they  would  like  to 
share.  Gladly  that  morning  they 
gave  $150.  That  sum  was  good 
for  an  audience  of  not  many 
people. 

Let  us  use  the  opportunity  for 
One'  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 


MARCH    11.    1950 
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Baby  o'  Mine 

Mrs.  J.  Galen  Wampler 

Linville,  Virginia 


How  can  you  be  so  sweet. 

Baby  o'  mine? 
You're  just  like  anyone  else— two  hands,  two  feet 

And  eyes  that  shine. 
Yet  your  form  is  unscarred  by  the  ravages  of  sin. 
You're  a  picture  of  purity  without  and  within. 
You  represent  physical  perfection  complete. 
That's  why  you  can  be  so  sweet. 

How  can  you  be  so  sweet. 

Baby  o'  mine? 
You  resemble  no  sage  with  wisdom  replete 

In  form  or  design. 
Yet  you  reveal  a  knowledge  most  priceless  to  man, 
You  hold  no  prejudice  of  race  or  clan. 
You  smile  alike  on  all  you  meet. 
That's  why  you  can  be  so  sweet. 

How  can  you  be  so  sweet. 

Baby  o'  mine? 
You  dwell  in  no  palace  nor  ruler's  seat 

Nor  mansion  fine. 
Yet  you  hold  a  distinction  no  monarch  can  claim. 
An  honor  too  holy  to  receive  earthly  fame. 
You're  the  place  where  earth  and  heaven  meet. 
That's  why  you  can  be  so  sweet. 
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Cite    llteie  Cln\j  z>imon  Petete    lo^axil 


UPON  meeting  Simon  Bar- 
Jona,  Jesus  gave  to  him 
the  name  of  Peter,  which 
in  the  Greek  means  "Rock."  Je- 
sus even  declared  that  it  is  on 
such  faith  as  Peter's  that  he  will 
build  his  church.  It  is  a  bit  dif- 
ficult for  one  to  see  why  Jesus 
thought  of  Peter  in  such  a  way, 
for  there  was  not  too  much  con- 
sistency at  times  in  his  life. 

Peter  was  quick  to  make  prom- 
ises but  broke  his  promises  just 
as  easily.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
Last  Supper  Peter  made  the  gal- 
lant promise  that  he  would  stay 
by  Jesus  even  though  all  men 
forsook  him.  He  even  declared 
that  he  would  die  before  he  for- 
sook his  Lord.  But  Peter  had 
overestimated  himself.  He  did 
not  have  the  backbone  which  he 
thought  he  had. 
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Ralph  L.  Schrock 

Pastor,  Flint  Church,  Michigan 


Not  only  did  Peter  make  prom- 
ises he  was  not  man  enough  to 
keep,  but  he  was  one  who  was 
forward  and  quick  tempered.  He 
was  one  who  would  fight  at  the 
drop  of  a  hat.  We  find  evidence 
of  this  when  the  people  came  to 
arrest  Jesus.  Peter  drew  his 
sword  and  cut  off  the  ear  of 
the  servant  of  the  high  priest. 
We  wonder  how  Jesus  could  see 
in  Peter  the  characteristics  he 
wanted  when  his  cause  was  to 
be  won  with  love  and  patience 
and  fortitude. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  whole 
story  of  Peter's  life.  If  it  were 
it  would  be  tragic.  Peter  was  a 
strong  leader  in  his  day.  In  his 
time  they  had  a  race  problem 
similar  to  the  one  we  have  to- 


day. Christianity  was  for  the 
Jew  and  the  Jew  alone.  Peter 
was  not  free  from  this  prejudice. 
But  through  a  vision  Peter  did 
become  convinced  that  the  gos- 
pel was  for  all,  and  he  became 
the  leader  in  taking  the  gospel 
to  the  Gentiles.  Peter  became  a 
stalwart  Christian  in  the  church 
of  his  day,  although  he  did  come 
to  this  place  after  many  failures. 
I  guess  it  must  have  been  for 
what  Peter  could  become  that 
Jesus  chose  him  and  called  him 
"Rock." 

Ljvil  today  is  just  as  real  as  it 
ever  was.  We  need  people  who 
have  the  stability  and  the  cour- 
age to  stand  out  against  the 
wrongs  of  our  day.  We  need  in- 
dividuals who  are  big  enough  to 
understand  that  this  world  and 
Christianity  are  for  all  people 
and  not  only  for  the  few  most 


fortunate  in  the  world.  We  need 
those  who  are  big  enough  to  un- 
derstand other  races  and  nation- 
alities. We  need  those  who  have 
the  initiative  to  make  friends 
with  the  Japanese,  the  Negro  and 
the  Russian.  We  need  those  who 
have  the  courage  to  give  them  an 
equal  place  in  the  sun  as  did  the 
early  Christian  era  need  men 
like  Peter  and  Paul  to  take  the 
gospel  to  the  Gentiles.  Then  we 
need  those  who  are  big  enough 
to  have  faith  that  all  Japanese, 
Negroes  and  Russians  are  not 
like  some  individuals  of  each 
group.  We  need  people  today 
who  are  big  enough  to  have  faith 
in  the  power  of  the  love  of 
Christ  rather  than  in  the  power 
of  weapons.  Furthermore,  we 
need  people  who  are  self-giving 
rather  than  self-getting.  We  need 
more  people  who  will  give  a 
year  of  their  lives  to  Brethren 
Service  or  some  similar  project. 
We  need  more  people  who  will 
give  more  work  to  the  local 
church.  The  local  church  suffers 
often  because  men  are  too  much 
involved  with  getting  things  that 
merely  satisfy  their  own  desires. 
The  need  for  people  with  char- 
acter like  Peter's  is  as  great  now 
as  it  ever  was.  Through  such 
people  will  the  kingdom  come. 

Are  we  big  enough  to  measure 
up  to  the  problems  which  face 
us  today?  Are  we  big  enough  to 
come  up  to  Peter's  standard? 
Peter  did  great  things.  But  we 
must  remember  what  Peter  was 
when  Jesus  met  him.  He  was  a 
man  who  had  weaknesses.  He 
made  promises  that  he  did  not 
fulfill.  He  was  quick  tempered 
and  prejudiced.  But  he  became 
a  "rock"  in  the  early  church.  In 
many  respects  we  are  not  very 
different  from  Peter.  Therefore, 
we  should  not  judge  ourselves 
by  our  weaknesses,  but  by  what 
we  can  become.  I  wonder  if 
Christ,  as  he  looks  at  us  today, 
can  see  in  us  the  same  strength 
and  stability  of  character  as  he 
saw  in  Peter.  Are  you  a  Simon 
Peter? 


Whether  Force  or  Love 


H.  A.  Brandt 

La  Verne,  California 


THOSE  who  see  work  to  do, 
and  who  have  a  mind  to  do 
it,  face  the  problem  of  meth- 
od. A  gardener,  finding  a  rank 
shoot  from  a  large  rose  vine 
drooping  over  his  path,  thought 
to  fasten  it  up  and  out  of  the 
way.  But  he  pushed  the  turgid 
stem  back  a  little  too  quickly. 
Broken,  it  had  to  be  cut  off  and 
thrown  away.  A  seven-year-old 
boy  was  so  eager  to  get  his  work 
of  watering  the  grapevines  done 
that  he  neglected  to  make  basins 
big  enough  to  hold  the  precious 
irrigation  water.  One  can  hear 
his  mother  say:  "Can't  you  wait, 
son,  until  I  show  you  what  to 
do?" 

And  so,  whether  clearing  the 
garden  path,  watering  the  grape- 
vines, breaking  a  colt,  or  build- 
ing an  empire  there  is  the  ques- 
tion of  method.  In  what  spirit 
shall  the  task  be  undertaken? 
What  is  the  best  technique  for 
getting  the  necessary  work  done? 
These  are  questions  which  really 
go  as  deep  as  one's  philosophy. 
At  the  extremes  of  possible  pro- 
cedure, perhaps  as  the  horns  of 
the  dilemma,  stand  the  way  of 
force  and  the  way  of  love. 

There  is  no  mistaking  that 
much  that  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  world  has  been 
through  the  appeal  to  force.  Em- 
pires are  builded  that  way.  In- 
deed, one  might  almost  say  that 
but  for  the  discovery  of  how  to 
do  things  quickly  and  by  force 
in  a  crisis,  empires  would  scarce- 
ly have  come  into  existence.  It 
was  Menes  of  Egypt  who  discov- 
ered that  two  kingdoms  could  be 
united  to  make  a  greater.  To  the 
Persians,  and  especially  to  Da- 
rius the  Great,  must  go  the  honor 
of  perfecting  the  idea  of  empire. 
His  great  kingdom  was  divided 


into  provinces.  Thus  kingdoms 
could  be  added  as  provinces  un- 
til the  aggregate  became  an  em- 
pire. As  provinces  could  be  add- 
ed almost  indefinitely,  the  world 
became  the  limit  of  conquest. 
Alexander  the  Great  was  the 
first  to  achieve  this;  the  Romans 
the  first  to  make  empire  really 
enduring.  Since  Rome  there 
have  been  a  number  of  costly  ef- 
forts to  duplicate  World  domin- 
ion. 

The  use  of  force  to  the  extreme 
and  on  a  large  scale  has  not  been 
clear  gain.  Results  have  usual- 
ly been  at  rather  frightful  costs. 
Burned  cities,  remnants  led  into 
captivity,  cultures  all  but  de- 
stroyed— these  are  some  of  the 
items  of  cost.  Rome  climbed  to 
power  the  bloody  way.  Napoleon 
on  St.  Helena  and  the  more  re- 
cent aspirants  now  dead  indi- 
cate that  conquerors  and  would- 
be  conquerors  frequently  pay  a 
heavy  personal  price.  The  arith- 
metic of  force  is  proof  enough  of 
the  need  for  discovering  and  us- 
ing a  more  excellent  way.  The 
skeletons  of  two  stags,  horns 
locked,  illustrate  the  worst  that 
can  happen  under  force.  That  is, 
both  sides  vanquished.  But  how- 
ever it  is  figured  the  use  of  force 
is  sure  to  pose  a  problem  in  sub- 
traction. Let  us  say  that  two 
enter  the  lists.  If  one  is  com- 
pletely vanquished  and  the  vic- 
tor unhurt,  the  result  is  one  for 
two.  If  one  is  killed  and  the  oth- 
er badly  hurt  the  result  is  less 
than  one  sound  man  for  two.  Va- 
rious results  are  possible,  but 
never  as  much  as  two  for  two. 

The  level  of  intelligence  is  a 
very  important  factor  when 
other    and     more    constructive 
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ways  of  doing  things  are  consid- 
ered. The  child,  before  he  under- 
stands the  perils  of  fire  or  the 
steep  stairway,  may  need  to  be 
forcefully  restrained.  Older  stub- 
born children  present  a  very 
difficult  management  problem. 
Adults  as  cranks,  and  in  mobs, 
exhibit  a  minimum  of  intelli- 
gence. Evil  men  and  predatory 
peoples  sink  lower  than  wild 
beasts.  Is  there  no  way  but  re- 
straint at  the  caveman  level? 

However,  ignorance  and  pos- 
sible failure  do  not  necessarily 
invalidate  the  better  way.  They 
do  show,  nevertheless,  that  a 
more  excellent  way  can  be  hard 
to  introduce  and  costly  to  apply. 
Certainly  not  so  costly  as  the 
wholesale  slaughters  in  war,  yet 
dear  in  terms  of  martyrs'  blood. 
The  prophets  have  a  record  of 
heavy  sacrifice.  "Which  of  the 
prophets  have  not  your  fathers 
persecuted?"  Yet  when  such  are 
vanquished  physically  there  re- 
mains a  plus  item  because  of  the 
moral  factor  involved.  This  is 
because  moral  values  are  intrin- 
sically valid.  Truth  cannot  be 
altered  by  fiat.  He  who  fights  the 
eternal  is  himself  eventually  de- 
stroyed. This  is  why  the  greater 
the  moral  values  involved  in  a 
conflict,  the  greater  the  plus  fac- 
tor remaining  in  case  of  death 
or  disaster. 

How  potent  is  the  soul  force  of 
one  who  has  suffered  vicariously!  * 
Jesus  seemed  sure  that  his  suffer- 
ings would  ultimately  win  men's 
hearts.  The  plan  of  salvation  as 
revealed  in  John  3:16  rests  on 
the  effective  winsomeness  of 
God's  gift  of  his  only  Son.  The 
martyrdom  of  Stephen  seems 
rather  clearly  to  have  eventuated 
in  the  conversion  of  Saul,  who 
became  Paul.  It  is  said  that  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed 
of  the  church.  Thus  it  seems  that 
another  way,  the  way  of  good- 
will, has  yielded  some  rather 
striking  results  under  hard  con- 
ditions; that  is,  where  the  good 
person  met  the  evildoer.    When 


the  good  man  meets  someone 
amenable  to  reason  there  are 
better  chances  of  success. 

In  reviewing  the  prospects  for 
success  in  the  use  of  the  two 
extremes  in  method,  it  should 
be  kept  in  mind  that  normal  liv- 
ing is  not  balanced  on  the  verge 
of  conflict.   Most  individuals  are 


amenable  to  reason.  Most  com- 
munities and  even  nations  have 
internal  peace.  Normal  contacts 
are  on  a  high  level.  Thus  billions 
in  business  are  carried  on  in  con- 
fidence that  buyer  and  seller  are 
gentlemen. 

There  is  more  goodwill  in  the 
hearts  of  men  than  most  of  us 
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Secretary      Johnson     pleads     draft 
extension 

In  late  January  Defense  Secretary 
Johnson  read  to  the  House  Armed 
Services  Committee  four  reasons 
why  Selective  Service  should  be  con- 
tinued after  the  present  law  expires 
on  June  24,  1950. 
Effect  abroad 

First,  said  the  secretary,  there  is 
the  "possible  effect  abroad  of  failure 
to  extend  the  act."  He  argued  that 
continuation  of  Selective  Service 
"gives  notice  to  the  world  that  we 
are  determined  to  be  strong  and 
faithful  to  our  obligations"  such  as 
the  Atlantic  Pact  and  military  aid 
program  (MAP).  In  the  ensuing 
question  period,  some  committee 
members  indicated  that  economic 
aid  abroad  is  better  than  military 
aid. 
Precious  savings  in  time 

"Second,"  Secretary  Johnson  con- 
tinued, "there  would  be  a  precious 
saving  in  time  if  an  emergency 
should  require  the  return  to  induc- 
tions." (Without  Selective  Service 
it  would  take  seven  months  to  be 
able  to  induct  300,000  men  per 
month,  but  with  it  only  three  months 
would  be  required.)  A  committee 
member  asked  how  there  could  be 
a  savings  in  time  if  military  camps 
were  allowed  to  be  closed  as  is  now 
the  case.  Two  leading  committee 
members  argued  that  a  strong  re- 
serve would  save  just  as  much  or 
more  time  than  Selective  Service. 
Guarantee  strong  military  posture 

Secretary  Johnson's  third  argu- 
ment was  that  Selective  Service  con- 
tinuation "will  guarantee  a  strong 
military  posture."  Without  Selective 
Service  there  is  the  risk  that  en- 
listments will  fall  off.  On  this  point 
committee  questioning  was  severe. 
Chairman  Vinson  asked  why  Selec- 
tive Service  is  needed  if  the"  armed 
forces  we  now  have  are  being  re- 
duced. Rep.  Kilday  pointed  out  that 
the  army  will  not  now  take  raw 
recruits,  is  now  actually  reducing 
forces   below  the  approved  budget, 


and  still  asks  for ,  Selective  Service 
extension.  He  also  showed  that  the 
navy  and  air  force  take  raw  recruits. 
Only  the  army  wants  Selective  Serv- 
ice. (He  further  indicated  that  the 
selectees  under  the  present  law  are 
practically  all  out  of  the  army  and 
the  army  is  still  reducing  forces.) 
Representative  Johnson  (not  Secre- 
tary Johnson)  asked  if  a  better  re- 
cruiting program  would  not  be 
cheaper  and  at  the  same  time  stimu- 
late enlistments  as  effectively  as  Se- 
lective Service.  Representative 
Brooks  said  we  want  to  get  away 
from  regimentation  in  peacetime. 
Maintenance  of  strong  reserve  forces 
The  secretary  argued,  in  the  fourth 
place,  that  a  Selective  Service  law 
would  help  stimulate  enlistments  in 
the  reserve  forces.  Some  committee 
members  asked  if  a  strong  recruit- 
ment program  and  a  program  of 
adequate  pay  would  not  also  stimu- 
late the  necessary  enlistments. 

UMT  by  back  door? 

One  representative  asked  Secre- 
tary Johnson  if  draft  extension 
meant  that  there  would  be  a  later 
request  for  universal  military  train- 
ing. "Not  during  the  three-year  ex- 
tension period,"  was  his  reply.  The 
implication  seemed  to  be  that  after 
the  three-year  period  universal  mil- 
itary training  would  be  requested. 

"Stand-by"  legislation 

At  the  end  of  the  session  Repre- 
sentative Vinson  asked  if  the  ad- 
ministration would  agree  to  having 
the  present  law  remain  on  the  books 
with  the  provision  there  should  be 
no  inductions  except  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress.  The  Secretary 
answered  not  by  a  joint  resolution 
by  Congress  but  that  inductions 
should  take  place  in  case  of  an 
emergency  declared  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Vinson  jeeringly  replied  there 
is  "always  some  kind  of  emergency.'*" 
As  he  left,  the  defense  secretary 
promised  to  confer  with  President. 
Truman  at  luncheon  to  discover  if! 
the  latter  would  approve  this  com- 
promise, v 


suspect.  Americans  as  a  nation 
are  generous,  often  sentimental. 
All  they  need  is  to  be  touched  in 
the  right  way.  Else  how  could 
the  story  of  some  dumb  creature 
so  often  make  the  headlines?  A 
snake  in  a  spider's  web,  a  spar- 
row nesting  in  some  cranny  of 
a  skyscraper,  the  hen  who  adopts 
an  orphan  kitten,  these  all  get 
the  tears  of  a  softhearted  public. 
A  certain  wild  tribe  of  the  Ama- 
zon Valley  was  notorious  for  its 
hostility  to  visitors.  Then  there 
came  a  doctor  that  way.  He  ven- 
tured to  show  goodwill  and  was 
soon  received  in  like  spirit.  It 
was  later  discovered  that  the 
wild  men  were  not  worse  than 
others,  but  having  suffered  much 
from  the  vilest  type  of  traders, 
they  had  in  self-defense  under- 
taken to  respond  in  kind. 

Now  who  could  say  the  last 
word  on  the  relative  merits  of 
force  or  love?  Indeed,  if  they 
represent  the  extremes  in  meth- 
od, then  they  are  not  the  only 
ways  of  getting  things  done.  Con- 
sider how  much  must  lie  be- 
tween the  two.  At  varying  points 
between  force  and  love,  as  all- 
out  methods,  there  must  be  com- 
binations of  firmness  with  gentle- 
ness, kindness  with  tact,  which 
will  bring  the  desired  result 
without  the  appeal  to  force  on 
the  one  hand,  or  suffering  to  the 
death  on  the  other.  Under  usual 
conditions,  if  one  will  love  his 
neighbor  as  well  as  himself,  he 
will  find  that  he  has  good  neigh- 
bors. 

Our  Prisoners  of  War 

Irving  Pflaum 

IN  JAPAN  and  Germany, 
we've  been  making  quite  a 
fuss  lately  over  the  soldiers 
of  these  enemy  countries  who 
disappeared  as  prisoners  of  war 
in  Russia.  Quite  rightly  an  ac- 
counting is  demanded  from  the 
Soviet  government — which  can't 
give  it  because  so  many  German 
and  Japanese  PW's  died  while 
in  Russian  hands. 

Our  own  skirts  are  clean.  We 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

I  never  thought  I'd  write  a  letter 
like  this,  but  maybe  you  can  tell  me 
whether  I  am  doing  something 
wrong.  I  am  a  married  man  —  have 
been  for  fifteen  years.  My  wife  and  I 
have  two  children  and  love  each  oth- 
er and  them  dearly.  I  have  been  do- 
ing extra  work  to  help  get  a  new  car 
we  need.  We  have  spent  almost 
nothing  for  recreation  or  fun.  No 
money  and  no  time.  We  snap  at  each 
other  at  the  table  and  sometimes  in 
the  presence  of  others.  We  are 
ashamed  but  it  soon  happens  again. 
Have  you  any  suggestions? 
A  Husband,  who  wants  to  do  belter. 

Dear  Friend, 

It  sounds  to  me  as  though  your 
marriage  is  a  very  good  one  and 
the  things  that  you  mention  are 
symptoms  which  indicate  that  for 
a  little  while  you  have  permitted 
your    values    to    get    upside    down. 


Your  attitude  is  a  wholesome  one 
in  seeking  outside  suggestions  now. 
Why  not  try  the  following:  (1) 
Get  a  physical  checkup  on  the 
chance  that  there  is  a  chronic  infec- 
tion or  malnutrition  that  is  coloring 
all  your  reactions.  (2)  Start  eating 
good  substantial  breakfasts  if  you 
are  now  rushing  through  just  a  bite. 

(3)  Forty-eight  hours  of  rest,  even 
in   a   hospital,    would   be   excellent. 

(4)  Agree  with  the  family  to  set 
aside  one  night  a  week  for  family 
fun  of  all  kinds.  (5)  Buy  your  wife 
a  new  hat  or  insist  on  her  buying 
one.  (6)  Consider  whether  the  im- 
provement of  your  family  relation- 
ship would  not  be  worth  more  than 
getting  the  new  car  so  soon. 

You  really  don't  need  help,  I  be- 
lieve. You  need  to  have  time  enough 
to  sit  down  with  your  family,  relax, 
talk  about  what  has  been  happening, 
and  then  chart  a  new  schedule  for 
the  family.  Your  Counselor. 


treated  PW's  decently,  on  the 
whole,  in  this  country.  We  paid 
them  for  honest  work  well  done. 
Most  German  PW's  were  gypped 
in  changing  their  dollar  checks 
into  marks  after  they  were  sent 
home,  but  that's  a  relatively  mi- 
nor sin. 

Many  people  would  call  our 
treatment  of  American  conscien- 
tious f  objectors  another  minor 
sin.  But  I  don't  think  it  is.  In 
'contrast  to  our  anxiety  over 
Japanese  and  German  PW's,  and 
our  kindness  toward  German 
Nazis,  our  attitude  toward  our 
own  CO's  is  a  major  blemish  on 
the  American  conscience. 

From  5,000  to  7,000  Americans 
have  carried  the  mark  of  dis- 
loyalty into  civilian  life  for  four 
years  after  the  end  of  hostilities. 
These  CO's,  who  were  not  par- 
doned individually  by  the  Presi- 
dent, have  been  deprived  of 
their  civil  rights  long  after  they 
paid  the  price  we  demanded  of 
them  during  the  war. 

Of  some  43,000  U.S.  "objec- 
tors" to  the  last  war,  more  than 
6,000  were  imprisoned,  12,000 
took  civilian  work  under  Selec- 


tive Service  and  25,000  did  non- 
combatant  work  in  the  army. 
After  the  war,  Mr.  Truman  par- 
doned 1,533  CO's  individually. 

But  the  CO's  served  an  aver- 
age of  three  years'  confinement 
during  the  war.  And  after  be- 
ing released,  some  3,500  men 
were  branded  as  second-class 
citizens  without  voting  rights. 

Admittedly  they  violated  the 
law.  But  it  was  a  wartime  law. 
Usually  peace  brings  official 
forgiveness — it  has  brought  our 
forgiveness  even  for  convicted 
Nazis,  released  for  good  behav- 
ior before  their  sentences  were 
completed. 

Why,  then,  weren't  all  CO's 
forgiven  promptly,  on  complet- 
ing their  punishment?  Could  it 
be  because  they  stick  to  their 
conscientious  beliefs  about  war? 

If  that  is  why  our  defense 
chiefs  have  opposed  an  amnesty 
for  the  CO's,  then  we  are  punish- 
ing men  solely  for  their  ideas. 
Nothing  could  be  less  American 
than  that. 

By  permission  of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Garnett  E.  Phibbs,  pastor  of  the  Bassett 
church,  Va.,  writes  to  his  people  in  the  Bassett 
Brethren  Visitor, 

"Many  people  Ihink  they  can  keep  abreast 
of  their  church  without  reading  their  church 
paper.  It  just  cannot  be  done.  The  Gospel  Mes- 
senger is  a  good  paper.  Every  week  it  comes  full 
of  articles  and  sermons  by  our  best  ministers 
and  leaders.  It  has  news  about  all  our  churches, 
announcements  of  special  services,  thought-pro- 
voking interpretations,  hints  and  plans  and  sug- 
gestions for  the  work  of  the  church.  Perhaps 
you  don't  read  every  article  every  week  (few 
people  do)  but  having  the  Gospel  Messenger  in 
your  home  is  one  of  the  best  influences  on  your 
children,  friends  and  neighbors  and  yourself. 
You  can't  invest  your  money  better  than  to  take 
your  church  paper." 


The  Springfield  church.  111.,  will  broadcast  its  services 
over  WTAX  during  the  month  of  May.  Pastor  Leland 
Emrick  will  speak  over  WCVS  on  March  29  at  7:00  p.m. 

Dr.  Harold  Miller  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  has  undergone  a 
very  serious  operation  in  the  hospital  at  Philippi,  W.  Va. 
He  and  his  wife  will  appreciate  the  prayers  of  the  church 
in  his  behalf. 

Pastor  Niemoeller  of  Germany  believes  that  the  pres- 
ent cold  war  crisis  may  be  utilized  to  force  the  Evangel- 
ical or  Protestant  church  into  the  lap  of  Roman  Cathol- 
icism. He  thinks  Protestants  should  be  aware  of  this 
danger. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  will  discuss  the 
hydrogen  bomb  as  a  moral  issue  in  its  meeting  in 
Geneva  in  February.  It  is  their  belief  that  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  bomb  is  more  than  a  matter  for  the  consider- 
ation of  one  nation. 

A  copy  of  the  History  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
of  the  Southern  District  of  Ohio,  edited  by  Jesse  O. 
Garst,  is  wanted.  A  Brethren  Almanac  for  1905  or  1906 
is  also  desired.  If  you  have  either  one  or  both  of  these 
which  you  would  be  willing  to  dispose  of,  write  I.  J.  Coy, 
750  Chestnut  St.,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

John  D.  Roop.  Linwood,  Md.,  informs  us  that  he  will 
attend  the  World  Convention  of  Religions  for  the  Foun- 
dation of  Peace,  in  London,  Aug.  18-24,  representing 
the  Christianity  versus  War  Association.  Bro.  Roop  is 
the  author  of  a  book,  Christianity  vs.  War,  which  has 
had  a  wide  sale  beyond  Brethren  circles. 

Wilmer  E.  Biubaker,  pastor  at  St.  John,  Kansas,  tells 
us  that  the  Messenger  agent  in  his  church  is  seeking  to 
get  subscriptions   in   poetic   fashion.    This   little   poem 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  member  of  the  church: 
"Are  you  doing  good  in  your  neighborhood, 
Or  are  you  saying,  I  would  if  I  could? 
Will  you  stop  worrying,  and  do  not  roam, 
Then  put  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  your  home." 
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Newton  D.  Cosner,  pastor  of  the  Akron  church,  Ohio, 
died  Thursday,  Feb.  23,  we  are  informed  by  a  wire 
received  in  the  Messenger  office.  An  account  of  his  life 
will  appear  later. 

The  Waynesboro  church  will  be  broadcasting  the 
eleven  o'clock  services  each  Sunday  during  the  month 
of  March.  Station  WAYB,  Mutual,  in  Waynesboro,  is  the 
outlet  for  these  services. 

To  local  women's  work  officers:  For  economy  reasons 
the  Local  Women's  Work  Bulletin  is  being  sent  to  local 
presidents  only,  with  the  understanding  that  the  presi- 
dent will  attempt  to  share  with  her  cabinet  members 
the  materials  therein. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas,  and 
many  other  statesmen,  ministers,  businessmen  and  farm 
representatives  have  given  their  endorsement  to  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  They  particularly  like  the  title, 
"Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens  and  so  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ."    This  celebration  is  for  March  12,  1950. 

A  new  Mother-Daughter  and  National  Family  Week 
order  list  will  be  mailed  to  local  and  district  women's 
work  presidents  within  the  next  two  weeks.  Please  note 
that  there  is  an  increased  cost  on  nearly  all  mother- 
daughter  banquet  programs.  Please  refer  to  the  new 
order  sheet  rather  than  to  the  Catalog  for  Church  Work- 
ers or  other  previous  order  sheets. 

The  Ohio  ministers  in  their  conclave  at  Columbus 
passed  a  resolution  condemning  the  manufacture  of  both 
hydrogen  and  atomic  bombs.  They  called  upon  the  Pres- 
ident to  lead  a  peace  effort  to  abolish  all  such  weapons. 
At  this  same  conference  they  voted  to  make  available 
$1,200  in  scholarships  for  rural  clergymen  so  that  they 
could  attend  summer  refresher  courses. 

J.  E.  Clayton,  outstanding  Negro  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  has  recently  received  two 
high  honors.  At  the  celebration  of  his  seventieth  birth- 
day he  received  gifts  and  letters  of  congratulation  from 
U.  S.  senators,  businessmen  and  prominent  white  leaders 
of  the  South.  A  little  later,  upon  the  celebration  of  his 
fiftieth  wedding  anniversary,  he  and  his  wife  were  simi- 
larly greeted  with  gifts  and  letters  from  across  the 
United  States. 

More  100%  Gospel  Messenger  clubs  received  since  Oct.  1, 

1949: 
Southeastern  Region 

Mardela — Denton,  Peach  Blossom. 

Eastern    Maryland  —  North    Baltimore,    Beaver    Dam, 

Dundalk,  Frederick,  Meadow  Branch,  Monocacy,  Pipe 

Creek,  Pipe '  Creek-Union  Bridge. 
Middle  Maryland — Beaver  Creek,  Hagerstown,  Pleasant 

View,  Westernport. 
North  and  South  Carolina — Golden. 
Eastern  Virginia  —  Mt.  Carmel-Cedar  Grove,  Newport 

News,  Richmond. 
First  Virginia — Cloverdale. 

Northern  Virginia  —  Salem-Jubilee,  Unity,  Woodstock- 
Valley  Pike. 
Second  Virginia — Buena  Vista,  Lebanon,  Middle  River, 

Moscow. 
Southern  Virginia — Bethlehem,  Bethlehem-Monte  Vista, 

Laurel  Branch. 
Second  West  Virginia — Shiloh,  Valley  River. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


The  Central  Region  will  hold  a  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  training  conference  at  Man- 
chester College,  beginning  on  Friday,  March  24, 
at  7:30  p.m.,  and  continuing  through  a  final 
dinner  conference  at  5:30  p.m.,  on  Saturday, 
March  25.  The  program  includes  laboratory 
schools  on  Saturday  for  each  department. 


A  four-day  conference  was  held  in  Detroit  on  the 
theme,  The  Church  and  Economic  Life.  Four  hundred 
fifty  men  from  all  over  the  United  States  sat  together 
to  study  this  subject.  Among  them  were  churchmen, 
statesmen,  businessmen,  laboring  men.  All  of  these 
people  feel  that  the  Christian  principle  must  work  in 
economics. 

Charles  C.  Rohrer  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  is  con- 
tinuing his  active  campaign  for  peace.  He  sends  out 
frequent  news  releases  and  visits  prominent  clegrymen, 
newspapermen  and  legislators.  He  believes  that  a  realis- 
tic approach  to  the  problem  of  peace  would  make  peace 
possible;  continued  manufacture  of  powerful  bombs  mil- 
itates against  peace. 

« 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  complete 
his  tour  of  the  Pacific  Coast  churches  with  the  meeting 
at  Nampa,  Idaho,  on  March  13.  Then  he  will  visit  West- 
ern Region  churches  as  follows:  March  14,  Denver, 
Colo.;  March  15,  Lincoln,  Nebr.;  March  16,  17  and  19, 
McPherson  and  McPherson  College,  Kansas;  March  18, 
Eden  Valley,  Kansas;  March  19,  p.m.,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Coons  of  Hartford  City,  Ind.,  writes  that  in 
response  to  a  request  in  the  Messenger  that  people  tell 
something  of  God's  power  of  prayer  in  their  lives,  she 
wishes  to  tell  of  how  God  healed  her.  She  had  been 
bedfast  and  the  doctors  believed  she  had  little  hope 
of  recovery.  She  prayed  for  healing  and  the  Lord  heard 
her.  Immediately  thereafter  she  began  to  improve  and 
today  she  has  health  beyond  the  average  for  her  age. 
She  believes  in  the  power  of  prayer. 

Bro.  John  Allegri,  who  for  many  years  was  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Brooklyn  and  under 
whose  leadership  it  came  to  be  a  strong  evangelical 
church,  passed  away  recently  at  the  Neffsville  Brethren 
Home,  Pa.  The  church  in  Brooklyn  celebrated  its  fiftieth 
anniversary  recently.  On  this  occasion  John  H.  Musto, 
the  present  pastor,  sent  us  a  volume  of  material  telling 
of  the  growth  of  the  church  and  of  its  present  wide 
outreach  and  of  the  work  of  Bro.  Allegri.  It  is  our  hope 
to  have  this  story  appear  later  in  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

The  district  chorus  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  is  pre- 
senting a  concert  in  the  Elizabethtown  College  audito- 
rium on  Saturday,  March  11,  at  8:00  p.m.,  with  Nelson 
Huffman  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  as  guest  conductor.  The 
program  was  planned  and  sponsored  by  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  music  and  worship  commission,  E.  G. 
Myer,  chairman.  Participating  churches  are:  Annville, 
Big  Swatara,  Chiques,  East  Fairview,  East  Petersburg, 
Elizabethtown,  Elizabethtown  College,  Ephrata,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Harrisburg,  Hershey,  Lancaster,  Lebanon, 
Lititz,  Mountville,  Myerstown,  Palmyra,  Salunga,  Spring 
Grove,  Stevens  Hill,  West  Greentree,  White  Oak. 


CROP,  which  began  in  August  1947,  now  has  organi- 
zations in  thirty-five  states.  So  far,  they  have  collected 
nearly  2,500  railroad  cars  of  food  for  shipment  overseas. 

Bethany  Hospital 

The  doctors'  staff  of  Bethany  Hospital  has  recently 
purchased  the  basement  and  two-flat  building  immedi- 
ately north  of  the  present  building.  This  gift  is  much 
appreciated,  as  it  increases  the  value  of  the  property 
and  provides  much  needed  room.  The  doctors'  lobby, 
externes'  room,  sewing  room,  pharmacy,  women's 
lounge,  shop  and  storage  rooms  are  now  located  in  the 
newly-acquired  building.  A  runway  has  been  built  to 
connect  the  two  buildings  and  double  automatic  fire- 
proof doors  have  been  installed. 

The  first  floor  of  the  hospital  which  was  closed  during 
the  shortage  of  nurses  has  been  opened  for  patients  since 
the  new  building  has  been  acquired,  providing  room  for 
fifteen  additional  beds. 

The  Bethany  Hospital  Auxiliary  recently  reorganized 
with  the  following  officers:  president,  Mrs.  Ellis  M. 
Studebaker;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Wm.  Bergmann;  re- 
cording secretary,  Mrs.  Walter  Young;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  James  Coursey,  and  treasurer,  Mrs.  Perry 
Rohrer.  One  of  their  major  projects  is  the  management 
of  the  Coffee  and  Gift  Shoppe  off  the  lobby. 

Dale  Kesler,  head  of  the  maintenance  department, 
and  Olive  Kesler,  anesthetist,  and  daughters  are  moving 
to  a  farm  in  Stanley,  Wis.,  April  1.  Members  of  the 
personnel  and  staff  are  sorry  to  lose  the  Keslers  who 
have  served  the  hospital  for  a  number  of  years. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Reuel  B,  Prilchetl  of  White  Pine,  Term.,  in  the  Manheim 
church,  White  Oak,  Pa.,  March  19— April  2. 

Bro.  Lon  Karris  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Pittsburg  church,  Ind., 
April  3-9. 

Bro.  E.  Myrl  Weyani  of  Rock  Hill  Furnace,  Pa.,  in  the  New 
Paris  church,  Pa.,  April  3-16. 

Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in  the  Antioch  church, 
Va.,  April  30 — May  7. 

Bro.  Kenneth  Fisher  of  Mooreland,  Ind.,  in  the  Upper  Fall 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Bro.  Olho  Hassinger  of  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  in  the  Martinsburg 
church,  W.  Va.,  March  19-26. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Carlisle 
church,  Pa.,  April  3-9;  in  the  Rouzerville  church,  Pa.,  April  9-23; 
in  the  Dundalk  church,  Md.,  April  27 — May  7. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Brick  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bremen  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Iowa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Hermon  church,  Va. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Union  City  church,  Ind. 

Fifiy-lwo  baptized  in  the  Palmyra  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Independence  church,   Kansas. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  Laurel  Branch  church,  Va. 

Seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church.  Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Adrian  church, 
Mich. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt.  Joy 
church,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  12 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Church  Organization  and  Leadership. — 
Acts  6:1-6;  20:17—21:6;  1  Cor.  12;  1  Tim.  3.  Memory  Selection: 
Do  your  best  to  present  yourself  to  God,  as  one  approved,  a  work- 
man who  has  no  need  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  handling  the  word 
of  truth.    2  Tim.  2:  15   (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  March,  Teach  Us  to  Pray. 
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Blocks  Are  Laid  — 

A  Community  Is  United 


Vernon  Merkey 

Bridgewater,   Virginia 

THE  real  purpose  of  the  project 
in  Greeny  County,  Va.,  as  I  see 
it,  is  to  get  the  people  of  Bacon 
Hollow  and  the  surrounding  com- 
munity to  become  more  self-support- 
ing than  they  had  been  in  former 
years,  to  help  them  feel  a  responsi- 
bility and  to  get  them  started  in  a 
more  profitable  occupation  of  their 
own. 

The  B.V.S.  work  there  has  been 
mostly  the  erecting  of  the  communi- 
ty building.  It  is  a  two-story  cinder 
block  building. 

Ivan  Lobban  from  Clovis,  N.  Mex., 
and  I  went  to  Greene  County  to  live 
and  work  with  H.  E.  Kettering  and 
his  family  on  Dec.  1,  1948.  Then 
on  Feb.  28,  John  Morgan  of  Ander- 
son, Ind.,  joined  our  group.  As  we 
worked  excavating  for  the  basement 
with  pick  and  shovel,  our  aims  were 
high,  because  we  thought  of  what 
the  building  could  do  for  the 
community. 

"Can  just   a  community  building 


help  the  people  get  a  better  start 
at  life?"  were  our  thoughts  while 
we  worked.  We  decided  it  could  if 
used  in  the  right  way. 

When  the  building  is  completed 
the  farmers  can  come  there  and 
repair  farm  machinery  in  the  base- 
ment, and  also  gain  new  ideas.  The 
second  floor  will  be  used  for  youth 
meetings  and  recreation,  which  is 
also  needed  very  badly.  The  kitchen 
would  be  used  to  serve  refreshments. 

It  will  be  a  place  to  teach  the 
people  different  crafts,  such  as  leath- 
er work,  basket  weaving,  making 
hand-woven  rugs,  which  the  people 
can  do  on  rainy  days  or  in  spare 
time  and  become  less  dependent  on 
other  people  for  work. 

At  the  present  time  a  few  of  the 
people  from  Bacon  Hollow  have  jobs 
in  Charlottesville,  the  nearest  town, 
which  means  traveling  twenty  miles, 
morning  and  evening. 

The  people  of  the  community  are 
financing  the  building;  this  will  help 
them  to  realize  more  what  went  into 
it,  and  they  will  feel  more  like 
using  it. 

In   the   future    they   plan   to    get 


A  group  of  last  sum- 
mer's work  campers  at 
Greene  County  assist 
in  the  laying  of  the 
blocks  for  the  commu- 
nity house.  Work  isn't 
the  only  thing  campers 
do.  A  day's  activities 
include  eating,  work- 
ing, playing,  discussing 
and  worshiping  to- 
gether 


Along  with  the  volunteers, 
five  full-time  and  eleven 
part-time  work  campers 
contributed  much  towards 
completing  the  community 
building  for  Greene  County. 

This  summer  two  work 
camps  will  be  held  in  Vir- 
ginia, one  at  Christiansburg 
and  one  in  Princess  Anne 
County.  The  Christiansburg 
camp  will  be  located  at  Mt. 
Jackson,  a  somewhat  iso- 
lated community  where 
church  activities  are  now 
being  revived.  Repairing 
and  redecorating  the  church 
building,  improving  and 
landscaping  the  grounds, 
conducting  a  vacation  Bible 
school  and  a  recreational 
program  for  children  and 
youth  will  be  some  of  the 
activities  for  the  summer. 
I  Working  with  Negroes  in 
migrant  camps  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Virginia  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  will  be  the 
project  of  the  Princess  Anne 
County  camp.  This  includes 
operation  of  a  child  care 
center  for  children  under  six 
while  parents  are  working 
in  the  fields,  a  recreational 
program  for  older  children 
and  at  night  for  adults,  con- 
ducting a  two  weeks'  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  and  assist- 
ing with  Sunday  school. 

See  next  week's  Messen- 
ger for  a  listing  of  other 
summer  service  opportuni- 
ties, including  students-in- 
industry,  mental  hospitals, 
international  work  camps, 
relief  centers  and  communi- 
ty- service. 
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outside  youth  groups  to  come  in  for 
week-end  camps,  youth  rallies,  etc. 
Of  course,  we  met  with  several 
problems.  There  were  eight  of  us 
living  together  —  Jim  Mason,  who 
was  teaching  school  in  Mutton  Hol- 
low, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettering  and 
their  two  small  boys,  aged  four  and 
five  and  one  half  years.  We  all 
helped  with  the  housework.  It  does 
become  hard  to  practice  Christianity 


at  all  times  under  crowded  condi- 
tions. I  believe  one  thing  that  would 
have  made  things  much  easier  would 
have  been  to  talk  things  over  before 
they  became  problems. 

We  got  discouraged  when  we  tried 
to  get  help  or  co-operation  from  the 
local  people,  and  the  work  was  slow. 
Until  we  began  to  lay  blocks  the 
progress  we  made  was  hardly  visi- 
ble, except  for  the  rock  we  were 
piling  up.  When  we  started  laying 
blocks  things  changed.  One  way  to 
overcome  such  discouragements  is 
to  keep  a  long-range  goal  in  mind, 
and  also  a  lesser  goal.  We  should 
have  kept  in  mind  what  the  building 
would  be  used  for  and  how  much 
people  would  appreciate  it  when 
finished. 

I  feel  as  if  my  year  of  volunteer 
service  for  the  church  has  been  very 
worth  while.  It  has  been  educational 
and  has  helped  a  needy  area. 

E.  Stanley  Jones  comments: 
The  movement  called  ONE 
GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING  picks 
out  of  the  Christian  gospel  the  very 
center  and  purpose  of  that  gospel. 
God  shared  it  with  us,  and  we  must 
share  it  with  others.  I  am  grateful 
for  the  movement. 


B.S.C.   and   CWS 
Co-operate 

Close  co-operation  between  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission  and 
Church  World  Service  has  existed 
all  along  the  line  in  overseas  relief 
and  reconstruction  work.  The  New 
Windsor  service  center  maintained 
by  B.S.C.  is  utilized  by  CWS.  The 
two  groups  share  representatives  in 
Bremen,  Germany,  where  Eldon 
Burke  serves  CRALOG,  the  inter- 
denominational relief  agency,  as  well 
as  in  Geneva,  where  M.  R.  Zigler 
handles  service  to  refugees  and 
interchurch  aid  in  co-operation  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches.  In 
Austria  CWS  shipments  are  routed 
through   the   B.S.C.   representatives. 

During  the  past  eight  months  CWS 
has  served  as  shipping  agents  for 
part  of  B.S.C.  goods  (as  it  does  for 
various  denominations),  and  during 
that  time  more  than  one  million 
pounds  were  sent  to  various  coun- 
tries, principally  Germany,  Austria, 
Italy,  Puerto  Rico  and  Ecuador. 

The  Brethren  Service  Commission 
helps  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Church 
World  Service  by  contributing  to  its 
total  budget. 


This  is  a  scene  at 
one  of  the  many 
Church  World  Serv- 
ice offices  in  Ger- 
many. The  faces  of 
the  women  light  up 
as  they  joyfully  ex- 
amine the  overcoat 
that  one  has  re- 
ceived 


Children  at  a  refu- 
gee camp  at  Sial- 
cote  on  the  Kashmir 
border  wait  with 
their  cans  to  receive 
their  allotment  of 
milk.  Milk  powder 
comes  from  Ameri- 
can churches 
through  CWS  for 
children  who  are 
very  underweight, 
seriously  ill  or  very 
young 


Can  We  Quit  Now? 

It  will  take  twenty-five  years  of 
good  giving  to  finish  the  job  and  to 
restore  love. 

Some  of  you  have  already  heard 
this  statement,  and  others  of  you 
will  be  hearing  it  from  the  lips  of 
M.  R.  Zigler,  who  is  now  touring 
the  country  interpreting  our  Euro- 
pean program  of  relief  and  recon- 
struction and  co-operation  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

What  is  the  job  to  which  Bro. 
Zigler  refers?  It  is  the  job  of  sharing 
our  material  blessings  with  those 
who  are  less  fortunate  than  we. 

Why  is  it  that  so  many  people  have 
the  idea  it  is  time  to  quit  our  job  of 
service  and  to  divert  all  our  efforts 
and  income  to  other  fields?  Certain- 
ly these  pages  haven't  given  that 
idea.  Letters  of  gratitude  to  individ- 
uals for  gifts  received  do  not  say 
that  help  is  no  longer  needed. 

Do  not  Christ's  teachings  reveal  to 
us  that  every  time  we  feed  the  hun- 
gry, clothe  the  naked,  take  the  stran- 
ger in,  visit  the  prisoner,  that  we  are 
ministering  unto  him?  If  this  is  true, 
then  will  our  job  ever  be  finished? 
There  will  always  be  hungry,  naked, 
homeless  and  sick  people  in  the 
world;  that  is,  until  the  living  con- 
ditions of  the  masses  of  the  people 
can  be  lifted,  possibly  through 
United  Nations  organizations. 

Most  of  the  Europeans  are  already 
members  of  some  denomination  or 
group,  but  the  churches  cannot  even 
begin  to  meet  the  needs  of  their 
people  and  the  millions  of  refugees 
who  were  forced  to  flee  their  coun- 
tries. The  gifts  that  Brethren  Service 
distributes  are  given  in  Christ's 
name  and  help  to  rekindle  the  spark 
of  faith  and  hope  that  has  almost 
died  out. 

It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  know 
that  the  Brethren  are  not  the  only 
people  who  are  concerned  about  the 
plight  of  these  unfortunate  people. 
A  big  indication  of  this  is  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  appeal 
which  nineteen  major  Protestant  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  communions  and 
seven  interdenominational  bodies  are 
supporting. 

Listen  to  the  final  broadcast  of 
the  campaign  tonight  from  6:30  to 
7:00  p.m.  (E.S.T.)  over  CBS. 

Attend  church  tomorrow  and 
share.  Remember,  twenty-five  years 
is  a  long  time,  but  one  year  can  be 
a  lifetime  to  those  who  do  not  have 
warm  beds  to  sleep  in,  enough  food 
to  eat  and  sufficient  clothing  to  keep 
their  bodies  healthy. 
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IT  WAS  the  second  morning  of  the 
meetings  of  the  regional  and  dis- 
trict fieldmen,  and  the  brethren 
were  slowly  making  their  way  up 
the  three  flights  of  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House  stairs.  At  the  second  land- 
ing, one  of  them  dropped  into  a  chair 
beside  the  near-by  reading  table.  He 
turned  to  his  companion.  « 

"You  know,  if  I  had  to  make  this 
climb  every  day,  it  wouldn't  be  long 
before  I'd  be  canvassing  the  Broth- 
erhood for  funds  for  an  elevator  for 
the  Publishing  House!"  Pausing  for 
a  few  minutes  to  catch  his  breath,  he 
spied  the  edge  of  a  bookshelf  on  the 
opposite  wall.  He  noticed  that  it 
seemed  to  be  the  beginning  of  a 
whole  series  of  bookshelves  that  dis- 
appeared into  another  room.  He  was 
glad  for  an  excuse  to  delay  the  ascent 


BOOKS  for  the  BORROWING 


Two    short,    short    stories    introducing    you   to    the   services    of   the 

Loan  Library  at  Elgin 


to  the  fourth  floor  a  little  longer,  and 
curious  to  know  what  lay  on  the 
other  side  of  the  passageway  beside 
the  shelves. 

"Good  morning,"  smiled  the  young 
lady  behind  the  desk,  not  seeming 
to  notice  his  little  start  of  surprise. 

"Good  morning,"  he  responded. 
"This  looks  like  quite  a  collection 
of  books."  And  he  scanned  the  rows 
of  shelves  lining  three  sides  of  the 
little  room. 

"Yes,  it  really  is.  There  are  over 
three  thousand  of  them  here  now." 

"But  who  uses  them — the  workers 
in  the  building  here?" 

"Well,  yes,  many  of  them  do  bor- 
row books  now  and  then,  but  the 
library  is  really  for  the  people  out  in 
the  churches.  You  can  see  here  a 
number  of  books  that  have  just  been 
returned  by  borrowers.  My  next  job 
this  morning  is  to  unwrap  them  and 
put  them  back  on  the  shelves."  She 
motioned  in  the  direction  of  a  stack 
of  packages  addressed  "Loan  Li- 
brary, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111." 

"So  this  is  the  Loan  Library."  He 
glanced  at  the  titles  of  a  few  of  the 
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books  on  the  shelves.  "Why  here 
is  a  book  that  I  must  take  back  to 
one  of  the  young  fellows  in  our 
CBYF.  He  has  been  helping  to  plan 
their  socials  and  has  been  coming 
to  me  for  ideas.  Looks  like  there 
are  plenty  of  them  right  here  in  this 
book,  in  black  and  white!"  .  .  .  More 
browsing,  and  a  few  minutes  later: 
"Here's  one  for  our  young  people's 
class.  They're  beginning  a  course 
on  child  study  next  week.  You 
know,  I  certainly  had  no  idea  that 
there  were  this  many  good  books 
available  just  for  the  asking." 

"Plus  a  nominal  fee,"  reminded  the 
librarian  good-naturedly.  "We 
charge  seven  cents  for  each  book 
borrowed.  This  is  to  help  pay  for 
the  cost  of  the  postage  to  send  the 
book,  and  the  time  it  takes  for  check- 
ing it  in  and  out  and  preparing  it  for 
mailing.  You  can  see  that  it  doesn't 
,  actually  take  care  of  all  of  the  costs, 
but  it  is  one  of  the  services  that  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  believes 
is  worth  while  to  make  available  to 
our  people." 

The  harmony  of  I  Love  Thy  King- 
dom, Lord,  sung  by  the  men  begin- 
ning their  morning  meeting  in  the 


conference  room  above,  reminded 
our  fieldman  friend  of  his  destina- 
tion. "I'm  surely  glad  that  I've  dis- 
covered the  Loan  Library.  I  wish  the 
people  in  my  church  could  see  how 
many  good  books  there  are  here  at 
their  very  finger  tips.  May  I  take 
these  two  with  me?" 

"I'll  check  them  out  for  the  usual 
three-week  period,  if  that's  all  right 
with  you.  Books  are  ordinarily  due 
in  the  office  three  weeks  after  the 
borrower  actually  gets  them,  which 
allows  about  two  weeks  for  reading, 
since  it  takes  two  or  three  days  to  a 
week  to  come  through  the  mail.  And 
here  are  a  couple  of  Loan  Library 
Catalogs  you  might  want  to  take 
with  you  for  the  people  in  your 
church  who  will  be  interested.  That 
would  be  the  next  best  thing  to  a 
visit.  There  are  quite  a  few  new 
books  that  aren't  listed  yet  in  the 
catalog,  but  you  will  find  these  men- 
tioned soon  in  the  Messenger.  I  hope 
you  do  tell  your  friends  about  the 
library,  because  there  are  valuable 
and  interesting  books  here  for  every- 
body." 

•     •     • 

It  is  mail  opening  time  at  22  S. 
State  St.,  in  Elgin. 

"Please  send  me  some  missionary 
plays  from  the  Loan  Library  for 
examination.  Our  women's  group 
would  like  to  present  a  play  as  part 
of  the  closing  session  of  our  School 
of  Missions.  We  are  going  to  study 
especially  our  mission  work  in 
China." 

Now  there  is  somebody  mho  knows 
what  she  wants.  It  is  easy  to  serve 
people  who  give  us  an  idea  of  exactly 
what  purpose  they  are  trying  to  ac- 
complish. I'll  refer  that  letter  to  the 
missionary  education  department  to 
suggest  what  plays  would  he  espe- 
cially suitable  ....  Now  for  the  next 
letter. 

"Please  send  materials  on  temper- 
ance at  once.  We  are  having  a  pro- 
gram next  Sunday  night  and  would 
like  some  suggestions." 

Oh,  dear!  I  wonder  what  kind  of 
meeting  it  is — a  CBYF,  a  women's 
group,  or  something  for  the  whole 
church?  If  she  had  only  given  us  a 
little  more  information.  There  are 
really  some  good  program  sugges- 
tions and  study  guides  available,  but 
it's  hard  to  know  with  so  little  infor- 
mation which  would  be  appropri- 
ate.  Now  let's  see,  how  many  days 


iway  is  the  program — seven,  eight, 
line.  We  should  really  allow  a 
veek's  time  for  mailing,  since  it  goes 
fourth  class.  I'm  afraid  that  will  not 
\eave  very  much  time  for  them  to 
olan  their  program.  We  could  send 
the  material  first  class  if  we  knew 
she  would  not  mind  paying  the  extra 
postage.  As  soon  as  the  mail  is  fin- 
ished I'll  take  this  letter  up  to  the 
temperance  secretary  to  suggest  what 
should  be  included.  .  .  .  Here's  a 
memorandum  from  the  children's  de- 
partment. 

"One  of  our  local  children's  work- 
srs  has  written  saying  she  would 
like  to  have  some  good  children's 
books  for  their  church  library,  and 
asks  us  to  suggest  several  of  the  best 
ones  from  which  they  can  choose 
when  they  have  the  money  avail- 
able. She  asks  if  there  are  some  in 
the  loan  library  that  could  be  bor- 
rowed, too.  I  believe  we  should 
send  her  the  peace  trunk.  Please 
charge  it  out  to  her  at  the  address 
below  for  a  period  of  six  weeks." 

An  excellent  idea!  The  peace  trunk 
is  packed  with  storybooks  that  chil- 
dren love  and  that  at  the  same  time 
teach  worth-while  lessons  in  Chris- 
tian living.  It's  a  good  way  for 
churches  to  supplement  their  own 
libraries,  especially  if  they  find  it 
difficult  to  buy  all  the  books  they 
would  like  to  have. 

"We  would  like  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  books  to  use  for  reference  in 
our  Leadership  Training  Class.  The 
following     books    have     been     sug- 
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gested  in  the  Leader's  Guide  as  good 
resource  material,  and  I  notice  they 
are  also  listed  in  the  1949  Loan 
Library  Catalog.  We  should  like  to 
keep  these  books  for  four  weeks, 
since  they  will  be  needed  by  the 
class  for  that  length  of  time.  Accord- 
ing to  the  catalog,  it  is  possible  to 
make  ths  special  arrangement." 

He  is  right.  And  if  they  would  like 
an  extension  of  time,  that  can  be  ar- 
ranged, too,  except  for  any  book  that 
somebody  else  may  have  called  for  in 
the  meantime.  This  man  is  helping 
himself  by  becoming  familiar  with 
the  appropriate  bulletins  and  cata- 
logs. We'll  send  the  books  out  this 
afternoon. 


Books   Recently   Added   to   the 
Loan  Library  Shelves 

Brethren  Ideals  for  Juniors,  Dessie 

Miller.  1948. 
The  Brethren  ideals  presented  in 
story  form  for  boys  and  girls  to  read, 
or  for  teachers  and  parents  to  tell 
to  children  of  junior  ages.  In  mime- 
ographed form. 

Recreation  for  Adults,  Harbin. 
Can  the  church  build  a  spiritual 
fellowship  without  providing  op- 
portunities for  the  adult  members 
to  get  together  socially?  In  this 
book,  the  writer  takes  a  look  at 
!  recreation,  offers  plans  for  providing 
recreation,  examines  the  possibili- 
ties *f  or  indoor  and  outdoor  recrea- 
tion in  the  country  and  in  the  city, 
iand  gives  a  useful  bibliography  and 
j  resource  materials. 

Recreation  for  Youth,  Harbin. 
This  book  is  a  guide  for  the  com- 
mittee   or    persons    responsible    for 
"ecreation  in  the  church.  It  goes  into 


the  philosophy  of  recreation,  plans 
for  a  program,  program  pointers  and 
possibilities,  gives  suggestions  for  the 
various  kinds  of  recreation,  names 
resource  organizations,  and  lists  a 
useful  bibliography. 

Folk    Art    of    Rural    Pennsylvania, 

Frances  Lichten.  1946. 
A  profusely  illustrated  book  about 
the  arts  in  clay,  flax,  wool,  straw, 
stone,  iron  and  tin  which  thrifty 
pioneers  of  the  long-established 
Pennsylvania  German  countryside 
stored  in  attics,  sheds,  barns  and 
closets.  A  look  into  this  book  quietly 
teaches  the  beauty  inherent  in  sound 
craftsmanship  and  stresses  the  vir- 
tues that  were  needed  for  its  fashion- 
ing— patience  and  application. 

Before     You    Marry,     Sylvanus    M. 

Duvall.  1949. 
This  book  was  written  to  provide  the 
kind  of  foresight  that  makes  for 
years  of  happy  wedded  life.  A 
hundred  and  one  questions  that  most 
persons  ask — or  should  ask — before 


they  take  the  plunge  into  matrimony 
are  asked  and  answered  in  the  book. 
Dr.  Duvall  analyzes  the  complex 
state  of  "being  in  love,"  and  inter- 
prets it  in  terms  of  everyday  ex- 
periences and  ordinary  situations. 

One    Foot    on    the    Land,    Ralph    A. 
Felton.    1947. 

Stories  of  sixteen  successful  rural 
churches. 

Christianity  and  Communism,  John 

Bennett.  1948. 
A  serious  attempt  to  understand 
what  communism  really  is  and  what 
the  Christian's  attitude  toward  it 
should  be.  Reverend  Bennett  points 
out  that  communism  really  sprang 
from  a  Christian  base,  but  that  now 
it  has  deflected  itself  into  a  denial  of 
its  own  origins.  Those  who  would 
like  to  understand  the  real  problem 
apart  from  all  of  the  propaganda 
which  has  been  brought  to  bear  on 
it  could  well  read  this  book. 

Older  People  and  the  Church,  Maves 

and  Cedarleaf.  1949. 
This  book  is  the  first  comprehensive 
attempt  to  study  the  relationship  of 
the  Protestant  churches  to  people 
over  sixty  years  of  age.  In  nontech- 
nical language  it  summarizes  the 
findings  of  many  professional  groups 
about  older  people,  pointing  up  proc- 
esses of  significance  for  the  pastor. 
In  addition,  it  reports  on  two  first- 
hand studies,  one  on  pastoral  care 
of  older  people  and  the  other  on 
group  work  with  older  people.  Its 
purpose  is  to  serve  as  an  inclusive 
book  of  background  material  and 
concrete  action  suggestions  for 
church  leaders  concerned  with  the 
ministry  of  the  church  to  those  in 
later  maturity. 


MARCH   11,    1950 


21 


'h   Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


The  Inquiring   Photographer  Trails 
a  Missionary  Miss  Sahib 


H.  Spenser  Minnich 

Bombay,  India 


Wondering  much  about  the  work  of  a 
missionary  Miss  Sahib,  the  inquiring  pho- 
tographer set  out  one  day  to  trail  Miss  Anna 
Warstler. 


Miss  Warstler  regards  her  devotional  period  as 
an  essential  in  having  spiritual  power  for  her  work.  I 
saw  her  seated  in  Bible  reading  and  prayer.  She 
was  on  the  veranda  of  her  home  at  the  edge  of  the 
great  jungle  country- 
Near  the  Miss  Sahib's  home  stands  the  beautiful 
little  Umalla  church.  Each  morning  the  bell  is  rung, 
calling  the  women  of  the  community  to  prayer. 
Gurniben,  the  wife  of  Chhotulal,  farmer  at  the  mission 
compound,  is  seen  ringing  the  bell  at  7:45.  The  In- 
dian women  take  turns  in  leading  the  meetings  and 
the  Miss  Sahib  rejoices  to  note  their  spiritual  growth. 

Gadima  (Grandmother  Harkhibai)  really  does  not 
know  her  age,  but  must  have  seen  about  eighty 
years.  She  became  a  Christian  at  the  time  of  the 
disastrous  famine  in  1906.  Now  wrinkled  with  age 
she  often  visits  the  church  or  sits  alone  and  assumes 
this  posture  in  prayer.  She  was  observed  by  the 
Miss  Sahib,  who  did  not  disturb  her. 

The  inquiring  photographer  came  by  the  home  of 
Reshomlal  and  found  his  wife  teaching  Vajiyaben, 
an  illiterate  woman,  to  read.  Vajiyaben  is  a  mother 
of  five  children.  Both  women  are  Christian  and, 
realizing  that  Christianity  at  its  best  requires  literacy. 


the  Miss  Sahib  encourages  literate  women  to  help 
others  not  so  fortunate  to  be  able  to  read. 

Vijiya  very  eagerly  brings  an  outline  picture  of 
the  boy  Jesus  at  twelve  which  he  has  colored  at 
home.  Vijiya  is  in  the  class  of  Christian  education 
in  Umalla.  The  photographed  learned  that  the  Miss 
Sahib  is  consultant  in  religious  education  for  all  the 
Brethren  church  schools  in  India.  In  addition  to  her 
very  busy  life  she  teaches  this  children's  group  partly 
to  be  in  very  close  touch  with  children  and  thus  be 
more  able  to  give  good  counsel  to  other  adults  in 
similar  work. 

Reshomlal  and  Sundarben,  who  was  pictured 
teaching  Vajiyaben,  are  employed  workers  of  the 
Joint  Council  giving  full  time  to  the  work  of  the 
church.  They  have  come  to  the  Miss  Sahib's  bunga- 
low to  receive  printed  materials  for  teaching  religious 
education  and  sewing  material  for  work  among  the 
women  of  their  village.  Sundarben  is  receiving  guilt 
blocks  which  she  will  use  with  the  women  in  making 
small  covers  for  babies,  pillowcases,  etc. 

This  fine  couple  present  a  real  Christian  chal- 
lenge to  the  people  among  whom  they  work.  Their 
neat  home  with  its  beautiful  flower  garden,  their 
pleasant  ways,  their  splendid  service  rendered  in 
Christ's  name  have  all  helped  them  to  become  a 
beloved  pair  in  the  isolated  village  of  Deria.  The 
message  of  salvation  is  being  given  to  hundreds  by 
Reshomlal  and  Sundarben  and  other  workers. 

The  photographer  had  heard  the  Miss  Sahib  refer 
to  a  friendly  Moslem  home.  Being  curious  he  readily 
went  with  her  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  home.  He  found 
it  to  be  a  shoemaker  and  tailor  shop  in  the  village 
of  Umalla.  We  were  greeted  cordially  and  intro- 
duced to  most  of  the  eleven  members  of  the  home. 

The  grandfather  was  busy  cobbling  shoes  and 
the  grandmother  took  us  into  the  inner  room  where 
two  daughters  were  busy  preparing  food.  The  grand- 
mother was  so  hospitable  that  the  Miss  Sahib  had 
to  drink  a  cup  of  tea  with  her.  (The  photographer 
also  had  tea  but  could  not  drink  his  tea  and  take 
pictures  at  the  same  time.)  The  twenty-five-year-old 
son,  who  makes  shoes  with  his  father,  grew  most 
interested  in  the  conversation  which  soon  turned  to 
the  religion  of  Mohammed  and  Christ.  The  Miss 
Sahib  spoke  of  Jesus  as  a  great  teacher  and  Savior. 

The  young  man  leaning  forward  said  eagerly, 
"Could  you  get  me  a  picture  of  Jesus?"  The  Miss 
Sahib  promised  to  find  him  one.  The  photographer 
was  thinking  all  the  time  that  the  kindly  life  and  good 
witness  of  the  Miss  Sahib  was  a  better  picture  of  the 


Christ  than  any  likeness  which  could  be  printed  on 
paper.  (Later  in  the  day  this  Moslem  family  sent  the 
photographer  a  delicious  melon.) 

The  day  was  full  of  more  pictures — students  call- 
ing at  her  home,  a  visit  from  the  Mamletdar  repre- 
senting the  district  magistrate,  conferences  with  W. 
G.  and  Pauline  Kinzie,  whose  bungalow  stands  near 
by  and  who  are  an  encouraging  couple  to  the  Miss 
Sahib  as  well  as  sharers  in  the  great  task  of  bringing 
Christ  to  these  thousands  of  people. 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


COMPARATIVE    STATISTICS    FOR    1948    AND    1949 

For  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  reported  for  the  years  ending  Sept.  30, 

1948,  and  Sept.  30,  1949 


SEVERAL  items  in  the  following  report  are  of  special 
significance  to  church  workers.  Financial  aspects 
of  the  report  show  an  increase  in  giving  in  com- 
parison to  the  preceding  year.  Records  in  baptism 
indicate  a  slight  decrease.  The  total  membership  in- 
dicates a  net  loss  as  compared  to  the  preceding  year. 
Average  attendance  at  Sunday  school  shows  an  increase. 
These  and  other  trends  merit  the  careful  consideration 
and  study  of  all  church  leaders. 

Ministry  1948  1949 

Free-ministry  churches 103  119 

Part-time  ministers   394  366 

Full-time  ministers   392  405 

Membership 

Baptisms   6,414  5,947 

Net  gain   2,837  711f 

Membership   185,799  185,088 

Inactive  resident  members   20,162  19,222 

Nonresident  members  19,458  19,125 

Families    in   the    (594)    601    churches 

reporting 36,163  39,614 

Congregations 

Congregations    ' 1,023         1,025 

Church  Activities — Average  Attendance* 

(765)  778  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (74,909)  78,793  at  morning  service. 

(433)  481  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (25,160)  27,039  at  evening  church  service. 

(154)  163  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (4,293)  5,258  at  adult  Sunday  evening 
meetings. 

(346)  398  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (5,944)  6,638  at  CBYF. 

(54)  42  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  (603)  423  at  intermediate  Sunday  evening  meetings. 

(59)  69  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  (659)  780  at  Junior  League. 

(203)  231  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (3,773)  4,337  at  men's  meetings. 

(102)  93  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  (2,702)  2,716  at  missionary  society. 

(566)  596  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (8,448)  8,633  at  ladies'  aid. 

(100)  118  congregations  reported  total  average  attend- 
ance of  (2,307)  2,617  at  homebuilders. 

579  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance  of 
57,869  a^  fall  communion. 

507  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance  of 
51,879  at  spring  communion. 

Sunday-school  Enrollment* 

(996)  988  Sunday  schools  reported. 

1948  1949 

Nursery 7,105        7,580 

Beginners    8,509        8,543 

t  Loss. 

•  The  figures  appearing  within  the  parentheses   (     )   are  the  1948 
data. 


Primaries    11,677  12,394 

Juniors     11,209  11,669 

Intermediates    9,939  9,885 

Young  People   16,273  16,272 

Adults    46,804  48,863 

Total  Number  Officer's  and  Teachers  . .  11,873  12,133 

Home  Department  2,158  1,964 

Grand  Total  Enrollment  125,547     129,303 

Sunday-school  Average  Attendance  1948  1949 

Adults    36,192  37,929 

Young  People   12,924  13,205 

Intermediates   8,002  8,296 

Children    24,506  26,212 

81,624      85,642 

Publications  Used  1948  1949 

Brethren  graded  lessons  701  702 

Other  graded  lessons 136  128 

(Our  Young  People)  Horizons    836  708 

(Our  Boys  and  Girls)  Journeys 800  672 

(Our  Children)  Tell  Me 516  467 

Bible  Study  Monthly 824  828 

Brethren  Uniform  Quarterly: 

Children    300 

Young  People   676  687 

Adults    , 767  831 

Education  (1949) 

433  churches  reported  1,812  workers'  conferences. 

182  weekday  religious  education  classes  were  held. 

648  daily  vacation  Bible  schools  were  offered: 

Community    370 

Denominational    278 

Finance  Given  for —  1948  1949 

Pastors'  salaries  $   970,847.99  $1,030,509.45 

Pastors'  expense  allowance  . .  39,496.84  43,371.79 

Capital  building  expense 1,060,736.56  1,388,127.62 

Sunday  school 212,811.24  231,074.18 

All  other  local  expense 792,454.79  792,285.72 

District  work 172,752.64  198,947.37 

Brotherhood  Fund  707,104.38  721,054.44 

College  in  area 89,151.47  58,546.69 

Other  items   311,213.82  321,847.03 

Total    $4,356,569.73    $4,785,764.29 

Budget 

406  churches  reported  using  budget  system  in  1949. 

376  churches  reported  using  weekly  envelopes  in  1949. 

The  Fellowship  of  Tithers  now  numbers  2,711. 

Parsonages  owned  by  the  various  churches  of  the  Breth- 
ren total  445.  • 

Parsonages  rented  by  Brethren  churches  total  43. 

1949  Annual  Reports  show  a  total  of  292  giving  non- 
residents. 

163  churches  reported  a  property  indebtedness  total  of 
$921,085.37. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Blessed  Are  the  Peacemakers 

As  long  as  men  will  prepare  for 
war  the  world  needs  the  saving  con- 
secration of  peacemakers.  In  the 
months  immediately  before  us  we 
must  become  active  once  more.  Otl 
Armistice  Day  our  warmakers  used 
their  oratorical  powers  to  beat  their 
war  drums.  Secretary  of  the  Army 
Gray  gave  a  two-point  program  for 
peace  (?).  He  asked  for  permanent 
peacetime  conscription  and  for  UMT. 

Peacemakers  should  realize  that 
the  warmakers  are  getting  ready  to 
put  this  program  across  in  1950.  For 
thirty-one  years  they  have  been  try- 
ing it.  Now  they  are  renewing  their 
efforts.  Realistically  we  should  re- 
member that  in  1948  one  of  our  great 
assets  was  the  fact  that  the  navy 
and  air  force  both  felt  that  they 
could  get  along  without  conscription. 
They  said  that  they  wanted  it  be- 
cause the  army  wanted  it.  Now  with 
unified  armed  services  we  may  well 
expect  a  unified  chorus  calling,  "We 
want  UMT."  No  one  will  dare  to 
give  a  dissenting  note. 

Peacemakers  still  have  the  good- 
will of  most  of  the  church  leaders 
of  America,  the  educators,  the  farm- 
ers and  other  independent  thinkers. 
We  must  make  the  will  towards 
peace  more  vocal  in  every  com- 
munity. We  must  help  the  people  of 
our  nation  and  of  every  nation  to 
realize  the  utter  uselessness  of  war. 

One  of  our  greatest  challenges  now 
is  to  demonstrate  clearly  the  fact 
that  if  we  want  peace  we  must  pre- 
pare for  peace.  If  we  want  war, 
we  prepare  for  war.  Too  many  oth- 
erwise intelligent  people  still  are 
fooled  by  that  oddity,  "If  you  want 
peace  prepare  for  war."  The  people 
of  the  world  would  like  to  have 
security.  It  is  easily  demonstrable 
that  preparation  for  war  has  never 
brought  security  to  any  nation. 

In  the  weeks  before  us  Brethren 
and  other  peacemakers  should  unite 
their  efforts  in  every  county,  district 
and  state.  These  people  should  or- 
ganize and  find  ways  of  promoting 
peace. 

A  few  specific  suggestions  for  ac- 
tion follow: 

1.  We  should  use  the  facilities  of 
church  groups,  farm  groups,  educa- 
tional groups,  labor  organizations, 
civic  clubs  and  the  like  to  promote 
interest  and  study  in  the  ways  of 
building  peace  and  in  the  dangers 
of  UMT  and  conscription. 

2.  We  should  promote  public  dis- 
cussion  groups   and   forums   on  the 


subject.  We  might  have  one  speaker 
use  the  subject,  If  you  want  peace, 
prepare  for  war.  Another  speaker 
could  present,  If  you  want  peace, 
prepare  for  peace. 

3.  When  our  congressmen  are 
home  we  should  work  with  them. 
They  are  looking  for  votes.  Leading 
citizens  from  all  sections  of  their 
respective  districts  should  call  upon 
them  pointing  out  the  dangers  of 
UMT  and  peacetime  conscription  in 
a  democracy. 

4.  At  conferences  and  conventions 
of  all  interested  groups  we  should 
present  resolutions  against  UMT  and 
the  draft  in  peacetime.  Resolutions 
help  to  guide  the  national  legislative 
representatives  of  the  Farm  Bureau, 
Grange,  NEA,  PTA,  WCTU,  etc.  Our 
voice  should  be  crystal  clear. 

5.  We  should  write  letters  to  the 
editors  of  papers,  to  congressmen,  to 
radio  commentators  and  to  all  whose 
vote  or  influence  is  vital.  In  these 
letters  or  visits  we  should  present 
well-thought-out  reasons  for  our 
thinking.  We  should  be  prepared  to 
help  them  to  see  the  errors  of  the 
militarists'  solution  to  the  problem 
of  security. 

6.  In   sermons,    in   talks   and   ad- 

About  Books  .  .  . 

Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 


dresses,  in  our  prayers  we  should 
always  remember  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  We  should  use  his  methods. 
We  should  work  with  him  and  for 
him.  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers. — 
E.  Paul  Weaver,  Huntington,  Ind. 


You — a  Home  Missionary? 

Can  children  from  city  slums  be- 
come Brethren  Christians?  Yes.  We 
listed  some  we  knew  recently. 

Strangely,  every  one  on  the  list 
had  been  away  from  the  city  in  a 
Brethren  home  for  a  summer  or  two. 
It  makes  a  difference  if  a  fellow  can 
get  away  from  the  old  gang,  spend 
a  while  in  a  real  Christian  home, 
see  more  of  God's  handiwork,  find 
more  time  to  think,  have  definite 
duties  to  perform. 

At  Douglas  Park  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Chicago,  we  have  a  group 
of  fellows  who  are  church  members. 
At  our  last  communion  there  were 
five  little  guys  near  me  who  behaved 
as  well  as  any  adult.  They  were 
eager,  open  and  sincere.  There  is 
not  a  bad  one  in  the  lot — yet. 

If  you  invited  one  for  the  summer, 
you  would  have  to  tell  him  every- 
thing; answer  a  hundred  questions. 


Palestine  Is  Our  Business.  Millar 
Burrows.  Westminster,  1949.  156 
pages.    $2.50. 

This  book  was  written  by  an 
American  Christian  who  is  disturbed 
by  what  is  happening  in  Palestine. 
It  is  his  conviction  that  the  Arabs 
have  been  wrongly  treated.  He  un- 
dertakes to  be  fair  to  both  sides,  but 
he  says  that  he  is  motivated  by  a 
strong  desire  to  point  out  the  in- 
justices which  he  feels  the  Jews  have 
inflected  upon  the  Arab  residents  of 
Palestine.  The  book  is  a  careful  rec- 
ord of  his  findings  in  several  trips 
into  Palestine,  and  can  well  be  read 
by  those  who  are  interested  in  seeing 
justice  done  in  Palestine. — Desmond 
W.  Bittinger. 

The  Ministry.  J.  Richard  Spann. 
Abingdon,    1949.     208    pages.     $2.00. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three 
parts:  The  Minister's  Prerequisites; 
The  Minister's  Work,  and  The  Min- 
ister's Personal  Life.  It  is  simply 
written  and  is  quite  readable.  How- 
ever, reading  the  book  left  me  dis- 
appointed. Three  chapters  were 
quite  worth  while:  His  Qualifica- 
tions, by  Bishop  Paul  B.  Kern;  As 
Director  of  Public  Relations,  by  A. 
Frank  Smith;  and  His  Study,  by  D. 


Elton  Trueblood.  All  three  of  these 
chapters  brought  something  new  to 
the  literature  in  this  field.  For  the 
younger  minister  who  has  not  read 
widely  in  this  field  this  book  will 
be  challening  and  helpful.  The  ma- 
ture minister  will  not  likely  find 
very  much  that  is  new. — Raymond  R. 
Peters. 

My  Faith  Looks  Up.  Russell  L. 
Dicks.  Westminster,  1949.  96  pages. 
$1.50. 

An  unusual  little  book  of  great 
value.  It  has  a  positive  approach 
to  problems  of  worry,  guilt,  fear, 
failure  and  other  troubles  which 
beset  us.  Dr.  Dicks  in  this  volume 
discusses  the  heart  of  each  of  these 
attitudes  and  proceeds  to  give  de- 
votional and  inspirational  selections 
and  prayers,  pointing  the  way  to 
stability  and  health  of  mind  and 
spirit.  Excellent  suggestions  are 
made  for  mental  and  physical  re- 
laxation, as  well.  It  is  a  fine  volume 
for  any  who  need  to  replace  despair 
with  hope,  anxiety  with  trust,  doubt 
with  faith.  It  would  be  especially 
helpful  for  those  who  are  ill. — 
Charles  E.  Zunkel. 
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You  would  be  his  boss,  his  oracle. 
If  you  do  not  want  to  be  bothered, 
he  will  do  as  well  as  he  can.  Yet 
he  would  do  better  if  you  would  take 
him  as  your  project  for  a  time. 

If  God  leads  you  to  volunteer  as 
a  missionary  in  this,  contact  our 
pastor,  Leland  Grove,  1605  S.  Cali- 
fornia Ave.,  Chicago  8,  111.  —  Roy 
White,  Chicago,  111. 

Northern  Virginia  Women  Hold 
Rally  Day 

The  women's  work  cabinet  of  the 
Northern  District  of  Virginia  met 
with  the  local  cabinets  of  the  district 
in  an  all-day  rally  in  the  Fairview 
church,  on  Oct.  8,  1949. 

The  morning  session  opened  with 
the  district  president,  Mrs.  Joe  Mil- 
ler, in  charge.  The  Greenmount 
women's  group  led  the  worship  serv- 
ice followed  by  a  short  business 
period.  Mrs.  Miller  brought  the 
morning  message.  She  used  the 
beautiful  coloring  of  autumn  leaves 
as  an  example  of  how  we  as  a  group 
of  Christian  women  may  develop 
and  enrich  our  lives  by  sharing  and 
serving  the  Master  and  how  in  active 
service  our  lives  may  reflect  and 
add  color  and  beauty. 

The  afternoon  session  was  in  the 
form  of  a  seminar  with  district  cab- 
inets meeting  with  local  cabinets  to 
discuss  various  matters  and  give  in- 
formation to  local  women's  work  ac- 
tivities. Later  we  met  in  general 
assembly  to  see  the  film,  God  in 
Our  Homes,  which  emphasized  the 
great  need  of  more  prayer  and  fami- 
ly worship  in  our  homes. 

The  day  was  one  of  fine  fellowship 
and  inspiration  with  115  district  and 
local  cabinets  in  attendance.  —  Mrs. 
David  Huffman,  Broadway,  Va. 

Overcoming  Fear  and  Superstition 

An  old  superstition  says  that  if 
a  bird  flies  into  your  house  there 
will  be  a  death  in  your  family.  Our 
family  recently  came  face  to  face 
with  this  superstition.  Early  last 
spring  a  bird  flew  into  our  house. 
I  was  struck  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  came  and  went.  It  seemed  quite 
purposeful,  as  though  it  knew  where 
it  was  going  and  why,  as  though  it 
were  bringing  a  message. 

Sometime  later  our  little  girl  took 
sick  with  the  scarlet  fever.  Then 
another  member  of  the  family  came 
down  with  it.  Of  course,  I  was  re- 
minded of  the  bird  incident  and  the 
superstition,  especially  when  the 
doctor    seemed    puzzled    about    the 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 

These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


The  modern  Christian  is  prone  to  fall 
into  idolatry.  Must  we  have  chimes  in  the 
church  towers  to  call  us  to  the  house  of 
God?  And  must  we  have  the  supposed 
picture  of  Jesus  and  a  cross  and  flowers 
to  cause  us  to  worship?  And  must  we 
have  instrumental  music  to  raise  our  spir- 
ituality? If  so,  are  we  not  idol  worshipers? 
John  4:24:  "God  is  a  Spirit;  and  they 
that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth."  We  begin  the  new 
year  with  celebrations.  Valentine  Day 
soon  follows.  Next  comes  Easter  with  its 
decorations  and  programs,  then  Mother's 
Day,  Father's  Day  and  children's  day. 
Then  comes  Memorial  Day  with  its  pro- 
grams and  decorations,  followed  by  class 
parties  and  class  meetings,  pjcnics,  potluck 
dinners,  suppers,  banquets  with  guest 
speakers,  Sunday-school  picnics,  vesper 
services,  sunrise  services,  Fourth  of  July 
celebration,  home-comings,  etc. 

Then  comes  evangelistic  meetings  to 
bring  in  new  recruits.  Thanksgiving  is 
here  with  plenty  of  good  things  to  eat  and 
a  jolly  good  time,  starving  the  soul.  Shop- 
ping is  on  from  now  until  Christmas. 
Christmas  bells  are  ringing.  Presents  are 
exchanged,  worshiping  St.  Nicholas  rather 
than  Jesus.  The  year  is  ended  with  no 
room  for  Jesus  and  there  will  be  no  room 
for  us  in  heaven. 

The  Christian  people  seem  to  put  the 
blame  on  the  rulers  of  this  world  for  the 
present  condition;  but  instead  these  rulers 
are  chosen  for  this  very  purpose  to  bring 
judgment  upon  the  apostate  religious  sys- 
tem. If  all  Christians  would  repent  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes  as  Nineveh  did,  God 
might  repent  of  the  judgment  that  he  had 
promised  upon  this  idolatrous  generation. 
— Henry  Baughman,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 


*     »     » 


I  enjoy  the  Gospel  Messenger  very  much; 
wouldn't  know  how  to  get  along  without 
it.  I  can't  say  how  long  I  have  been  a 
reader  but  I  read  it  before  I  joined  the 
church.  I  joined  at  the  age  of  twenty  and 
am  now  eighty.  So  I  just  couldn't  get 
along  without  it. 

May  the  Lord's  blessings  be  on  the  edi- 
tors and  contributors  who  give  us  such  a 
good  paper.  My  wish  for  all  is  a  happy 
and  prosperous  year. — Rebecca  Mays,  Boli- 
var, Mo. 


For  those  who  are  interested  in  influ- 
encing public  opinion,  and  registering 
their  conviction  with  the  public,  there 
is  an  avenue  open  that  in  my  judgment 
is  often  overlooked  by  Christian  people. 
I  refer  to  the  public  opinion  columns  of 
the  daily  papers.  Nearry  all  "daily  papers 
have  a  section  where  letters  to  the  editor 
are  published. 

This  section  of  the  paper  is  quite  popu- 
lar with  the  public,  and  is  read  by  a  far 
larger  number  than  most  other  sections 
of  our  nation's  daily  papers,  according  to 
surveys  that  have  been  made.  Frequently 
we  complain  about  certain  conditions  in 
our  communities  and  in  our  nation,  rather 
than  do  something  about  it. 

My  experience  has  been  that  the  papers 
have  printed  every  letter  I  have  written 
them,  word  for  word. 

Few  people  seem  to  question  the  ad- 
visability of  our  nation  joining  a  perma- 
nent North  Atlantic  defense  alliance.  We 
have  gotten  so  used  to  allowing  the  mili- 
tary to  make  major  decisions  in  govern- 
mental policy  that  it  is  considered  futile 
to  raise  any  objections.  Before  we  become 
a  party  to  such  an  alliance,  may  I  take 
the  liberty  to  voice  some  doubts  as  to 
its  wisdom? 

By  joining  such  an  alliance  our  nation 
will  be  casting  aside  a  principle  of  foreign 
policy  that  has  been  followed  since  the 
time  of  George  Washington,  when  he 
warned  our  nation  against  joining  any 
entangling  alliances. 

What  will  it  cost?  Nobody  seems  to 
know,  except  to  say  that  the  first  year 
it  will  cost  over  a  billion  dollars. 

What  guarantee  will  we  have  that,  if 
we  join  this  alliance,  the  European  powers 
will  not  use  our  help  to  back  up  a  reac- 
tionary colonial  policy,  as  the  Netherlands* 
has  been  doing  in  Indonesia,  with  equip- 
ment from  our  country?  Will  that  make 
America  popular  in  the  world,  and  will 
it  help  to  promote  democracy,  or  more 
likely  will  it  not  play  into  the  hands 
of  the  Communist  forces  in  those  coun- 
tries? 

We  would  urge  our  nation  to  consider 
carefully  every  angle  of  this  momentous 
decision,  before  deciding  to  depart  so  far 
from  our  historic  policy  of  no  entangling 
alliances. — Galen  T.  Lehman,  Huntington, 
Ind. 


cases.  I  resolved  to  take  this  whole 
matter  to  God  in  earnest  prayer. 
I  believe  there  is  a  power  greater 
than  that  of  fate;  faith  and  prayer 
enables  one  to  lay  hold  of  it.  We 
need  not  succumb  to  fear  if  we  trust 
that  higher  power,  God  and  his  love. 
Through  prayer  we  were  made  to 
trust  and  to  be  unafraid. — Mary  E. 
Stroup,  Weston,  Oregon. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


26 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Boomershine-Millhaler. — Roger  E.  Boom- 
ershine  of  Gowen,  Mich.,  and  Yuvon  Lou 
Milthaler  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Jan.  29, 
1950,  in  the  Grand  Rapids  parsonage,  by 
the  undersigned,  the  groom's  father. — Reu- 
ben Boomershine,   Gowen,  Mich. 

Eshleman-Sieffey. — Kenneth  L.  Eshleman 
and  Merla  Lou  Steffy,  both  of  Stevens,  Pa., 
Feb.  4,  1950,  in  the  Akron  church.  Pa.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Warren  S.  Kissinger,  Ak- 
ron, Pa. 

Fox-Slaion. — Haston  D.  Fox  and  Nannie 
A.  Staton,  both  of  Buena  Vista,  Va.,  Dec. 
24,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— John  F.  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 


Good-Buchanan. — David  B.  Good,  Jr.,  and 
Mildred  Gazelle  Buchanan,  both  of  New 
Market,  Va.,  in  the  Cedar  Grove  church, 
Dec.  31,  1949,  by  the  undersigned.— N.  J. 
Miller,  Mt.  Jackson,  Va. 

Gruber-  VanDyke.  —  Lincoln  Gruber  of 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  Edna  Ruth  VanDyke  of 
Beaverton,  Mich.,  at  the  Beaverton  church, 
Dec.  30,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Ernest 
R.  Jehnsen,  Beaverton,  Mich. 

Harclerode-Browell. — Howard  P.  Harcle- 
rode  of  Everett,  Pa.,  and  Joan  Browell  of 
Hopewell,  Pa.,  in  the  Everett  church  par- 
sonage, Feb.  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Stewart  B.  Kauffman,  Everett,  Pa. 

Kesner-CIark. — John  R.  Kesner  of  Key- 
ser,  W.  Va.,  and  Bernice  Jean  Clark  of 
McCool,  Mo.,  in  the  McCool  church,  Jan. 
31,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— I.  S.  Long, 
Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Pringle-Weaver. — Euguene  Pringle  and 
Alice  Weaver,  both  of  Pleasant  Plain,  Ohio, 
Feb.  4,  1950,  in  the  Owensville  parsonage, 
by  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church. — 
Anna  Lesh,  Goshen,  Ohio. 

Schrink-Towne. — William  C.  Schrink  and 
Barbara  Nadine  Towne,  both  of  Claremont, 
Calif.,  Feb.  5,  1950,  in  the  Claremont  Com- 
munity church,  by  the  undersigned. — Galen 
B.  Ogden,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Wagner-Rega.— Ray  Wagner  of  Hershey, 
Pa.,  and  Jean  Rega  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
Dec.  28,  1949,  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church, 
by  Bro.  William  Gauntz. — Letabelle  Mc- 
Kenzie,  Elgin,  111. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Elder  J.  J.  Scrogum 

John  Jacob,  son  of  George  and  Rebecca 
Barger  Scrogum,  was  born  Jan.  12,  1867,  in 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  died  Dec.  7, 
1949,  in  Elkins,  W.  Va. 


His  early  life  was  spent  near  Weyers 
Cave  and  Crimora,  Va.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Astoria, 
111.  After  completing  his  education,  he 
taught  school  for  several  years  before  en- 
tering church  work.  He  spent  over  fifty 
years  in  the  work  of  the  church  in  Illi- 
nois, Michigan,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Vir- 
ginia. He  organized  three  new  churches, 
Hart,  Mich.,  and  Black  Fork  and  Elkins, 
W.  Va.  He  was  still  active  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

He  spent  ten  years  in  travel  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  General  Mission  Board,  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  and  Elizabethtown 
College. 

The  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  mission  work  in  West  Virginia, 
preaching  in  the  Glady,  Bowden,  Bemis, 
Wildell,  Norton,  Black  Fork  and  Elkins 
churches.  During  the  first  few  years  he 
had  a  regular  circuit  among  the  mountain 
churches  where  he  preached  five  sermons 
every  week  for  more  than  five  years. 
Sometimes  he  walked  as  many  as  fourteen 
miles  to  reach  the  mission  points  and  iso- 
lated members.  So  faithful  was  he  to  his 
church  that  he  attended  church  for  forty- 
four  years  and  eight  months  without  miss- 
ing a  single  Sunday. 

His  wife,  Rebecca  Miller,  preceded  him 
in  death  seven  years  ago. 

He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Arthur,  pas- 
tor of  the  Living  Stone  church,  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  Ira,  teacher  and  writer  of 
La  Verne,  Calif.;  two  daughters,  Edith  of 
Elkins,  and  Ada,  pastor  of  the  Elkins 
church;  two  grandchildren;  one  great- 
grandchild; and  one  brother,  Stuart,  of 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  ceme- 
tery, near  Weyers  Cave. — Ada  Scrogum, 
Elkins,  W.  Va. 

Isaac  J.  Harshbarger 

Isaac  J.  Harshbarger  was  born  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Va.,  July  8,  1864,  and  died 
at  Girard,  111.,  Dec.  8,  1949. 

In  1889  he  was  married  to  Martha  Bru- 
baker,  who  preceded  him  in  death  in  1946. 
Their  home  was  an  example  of  spirituality 
and  service  to  the  church. 

In  1889  he  was  baptized  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
to  the  ministry  in  the  old  Pleaasnt  Hill 
church  and  in  1902  was  ordained  to  the  eld- 
ership. He  served  fifty-six  years  as  a  min- 
ister in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He 
devoted  much  of  his  time  and  talent  to 
the  free  ministry.  Many  came  to  him  for 
advice  and  consultation.  He  had  sufficient 
material  blessings,  and  the  consciousness 
of  having  lived  and  served  in  making  first 
things  first.  The  last  two  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  at  the  Brethren  Home,  Girard, 
111. 

He  is  survived  by  one  son,  J.  R.  of  Ros- 
coe,  m.;  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Ralph  G. 
Rarick  of  Live  Oak,  Calif.,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Downes  of  Lombard,  111.,  and  Mrs.  L.  T. 


Weddle   of  Girard,   HI.;    eleven  grandchil- 
dren; and  four  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Girard 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Dewey  Cave.  Interment  was  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.— A.  P.  Musselman, 
Girard,  111. 

Edward  A.  Markey 

Edward  A.,  son  of  Amos  and  Nancy  Fritz 
Markey,  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Mo., 
July  14,  1869,  and  passed  away  Dec.  30, 
1949. 

He  was  educated  at  McPherson  College, 
Mt.  Morris  College  and  Stanford  Univer- 
sity. 

In  1898  he  was  married  to  Anna  Belle 
Katherman,  who  survives.  To  this  union 
were  born  five  children. 

Bro.  Markey  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  builders  of  the  Warrensburg  church 
and  served  as  minister  for  nearly  thirty 
years.  His  chief  interest  was  the  welfare 
and  work  of  the  church.  He  served  on  the 
board  of  trustees  of  McPherson  College. 
Although  he  was  blind  for  several  years, 
Bro.  Markey  was  active  in  the  church  and 
took  an  interest  in  current  affairs. 

Besides  his  wife,  he  is  survived  by  the 
following:  five  children,  Ephraim  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  Mrs.  Opal  Ulrey  of  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  Glenn  E.  of  Independence,  Kan- 
sis,  Mrs.  Leona  Bihr  of  Washington,  Mo., 
and  Mrs.  Anna  Belle  Spicer  of  Chicago,  111.; 
three  grandchildren;  a  nephew,  Jack  E. 
Gilkeson  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.;  and  a  niece, 
Helena  Gilkeson  of  Anatola  College,  Soloni- 
ca,  Greece. — Mrs.  George  R.  Scott,  War- 
rensburg, Mo. 

Mary  Ellen  'Bashore 

Mary  Ellen  Bashore,  daughter  of  Daniel 


and    Barbara    Ward, 
County,   Pa.,  June   9 


was  born  in  Perry 
1863,  and  died  Nov. 
16,  1949,  at  her  home 
in  Lewistown,  Pa. 

She  had  been  a 
member  of  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many 
years  and  was  true 
and  loyal  to  her  be- 
lief. At  the  time  of 
her  death  she  was  a 
member  of  the 
Shaw  Avenue 
church,  Lewistown, 
Pa.  She  had  a  kind 
and  loving  disposi- 
tion and  was  loved 
by  all  who  knew 
her. 

In  1883  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  David  C.  Bashore, 
who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1947.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  son. 

Brother  and  Sister  Bashore  served  two 
years  as  steward  and  matron  of  the  Breth- 
ren Home,  Neffsville,  Pa.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband,  the  remainder  of  her  life 
was  spent  with  her  son  and  his  family  in 
Lewistown.  She  and  her  husband  were 
both  talented  and  interested  in  music. 

She  is  survived  by  her  son,  Russell  W. 
Bashore,  two  grandchildren  and  three 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Barr 
funeral  home  by  Brethren  Lawrence  Ruble 
and  Eli  Keeny.  Burial  was  in  the  Lost 
Creek  cemetery  in  Juniata  County. — Mrs. 
Lottie  L.  Bashore,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Biiiinger,  James  F.,  son  of  Noah  and 
Elizabeth  Broadwater  Bittinger,  was  born 
near  Grantsville,  Md.,  Sept.  22,  1873,  and 
died  Jan.  1,  1950,  in  the  Halifax  district 
hospital  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  He  was 
twice  married.  Both  wives  and  his  only 
son  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  one  grandson  and 
four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Maple  Grove  church  in  Grantsville, 
Md.,  by  Paul  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Hag- 
erstown  church.  Burial  was  in  the  near-by 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Arthur  Resh,  Grantsville, 
Md. 

Bowman,  Benjamin  J.,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Bowman,  was  born  July  22,  1865, 
in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and  died  at 


his  home  in  Ray  County,  Mo.,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young  man. 
He  was  twice  married,  both  companions 
and  two  children  having  preceded  him  in 
death.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed at  the  Wakenda  church,  assisted  by 
Elder  E.  W.  Mason.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining  cemetery. — Oscar  Early,   Stet,   Mo. 

Butler,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Anna  Mariah  Miller  Mort,  was  born 
May  17,  1868,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1950,  at  the 
home  of  her  son.  She  united  with  the  Sum- 
mit Mills  church  in  her  early  years  but 
later  transferred  her  membership  to  the 
Maple  Grove  congregation.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Henry  Clay  Butler  sixty- 
eight  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  four  daughters,  thirty-seven  grand- 
children, fifty-nine  great-grandchildren,  six 
great-great-grandchildren  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Lutheran 
church  in  Grantsville  by  Bro.  Ross  Speich- 
er,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Beahm.  Burial 
was  in  the  Grantsville  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ar- 
thur Resh,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Cline,  John  Henry,  was  born  July  12, 
1868,  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  Jan.  24,  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Hazel  Davis  in  Washington, 
Iowa,  in  1918.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  five  sons.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned  at  the  Pruit  undertak- 
ing parlors.  Burial  was  in  the  Sunnyside 
cemetery. — B.  J.  Fike,  Outlook,  Wash. 

Crawford,  Charles  C,  was  born  at  Ply- 
mouth, Ind.,  Aug.  4,  1867,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  July  30,  1949. 
On  Nov.  26,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Laura 
C.  Kabrich,  who  preceded  him  in  death  in 
July  1939.  He  was  a  member  of  the  We- 
natchee church.  He  is  survived  by  two 
daughters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Jones  and  Jones  funeral  chapel 
by  Bro.  Jay  Eller.  Interment  was  in  the 
Memorial  Park  cemetery. — Grace  Craw- 
ford, Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Eads,  Elbert  F.,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Tenn.,  March  28,  1870,  and  died  in 
St.  Mary's  hospital  in  Decatur,  111.,  Jan. 
28,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Amanda  Boyd, 
who  died  in  1933.  In  1938  he  "was  married 
to  Mrs.  Alice  Haines.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  four  daughters,  two  sons,  one  step- 
daughter, one  stepson,  one  sister,  five 
brothers,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  ten 
great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Brick  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Dawson  and  Wikoff  funeral 
home  by  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman,  assisted  by 
Bro.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff.  Interment  was  in 
the  Point  Pleasant  cemetery. — Idabelle 
Hood,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Jester,  Earl  Milton,  died  at  Memorial  hos- 
pital, Bartlesville,  Okla.,  Jan.  17,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned  in  the  Mem- 
ory chapel  of  the  Moore's  funeral  residence 
in  Bartlesville,  Okla.  Interment  was  in 
the  Memorial  park. — Elmer  F.  Johnson, 
Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Martin,  David,  son  of  Tobias  W.  and  Jul- 
ian Martin,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
wife,  Rachel  R.  Martin,  died  ten  years  ago. 
He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  was  a  regular  church 
attendant  when  health  permitted.  He  is 
survived  by  nine  daughters  and  three  sons, 
all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  forty  grandchildren,  forty- 
two  great-grandchildren  and  one  great- 
great  grandchild.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Locust  Grove  church  by  Elder 
William  E.  Baker,  assisted  by  Brethren 
David  Klein  and  Carl  F.  Smith.  Interment 
was  in  the  church  cemetery.— B.  R.  Pur- 
dum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md. 

Parks,  Harold,  son  of  Kelly  and  Rosa 
Martin  Parks,  was  born  March  9,  1917,  and 
died  Dec.  27,  1949.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Harriet  Lohr  Parks,  two  daughters, 
his  father,  one  brother  and  five  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Rummel 
church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  G.  W.  Wright, 
assisted    by    Bro.     Clarence    Rosenberger, 
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pastor  of  the  Scalp  Level  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard 
Holsinger,  Windber,  Pa. 

Powell,  Jennie  Bell,  daughter  of  Welling- 
ton and  Alvina  Bond  Fisher,  was  born  in 
Douglas  County,  Kansas,  Oct.  30,  1873,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Douglas  County,  Jan.  20,  1950.  On  Oct.  6, 
1897,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Arlie 
Powell,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in  Oc- 
tober 1926.  To  this  union  were  born  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  She  is  survived  by 
one  son,  one  daughter,  four  grandchildren 
and  three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Appanoose 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Floyd  L.  Jarboe.  Burial  was  in  the 
Appanoose  cemetery. — J.  M.  Ward,  Otta- 
wa, Kansas. 

Reber,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  H.  and 
Caroline  Strause  Reber,  was  born  May  28, 
1860,  near  Bernville,  Pa.,  and  died  in  West 
Lawn,  Pa.,  Jan.  4,  1950.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Wellington  Christ,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  fourteen  years  ago. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren many  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by 
two  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Kirkhoff  funeral  home  in  Bernville 
by  Henry  H.  Reber.  Burial  was  in  Haag's 
cemetery  in  Bernville. — Henry  H.  Reber, 
Centreport,  Pa. 

Sanger,  Lewis  C,  son  of  David  and  Eliz- 
abeth Gochenour  Sanger,  was  born  at 
Sangerville,  Va.,  Feb.  1,  1879,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Jan.  24,  1950. 
He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  was  married  to  Pearl 
Bucher  on  Feb.  21,  1906.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  one  brother,  who  is  an  elder  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Bridge- 
water  church  by  his  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Elder  Minor  C.  Miller 
and  Rev.  W.  C.  Bates.  Interment  was  in 
the  Woodbine  cemetery  at  Harrisonburg, 
Va. — Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Shoemaker,  Annie  Laurie,  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Barbara  Miller  Wolf,  was 
born  Sept.  12,  1868,  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and 
died  Jan.  3,  1950,  at  the  Leon  nursing  home 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  On  March  6,  1890,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Emmet  L.  Shoe- 
maker, and  to  this  union  were  born  four 
children.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in 
death  on  March  5,  1948.  She  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  one  daughter,  three  grandsons, 
three  great-grandchildren,  three  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  She  was  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  cemetery. — 
Lyle  C.  Albright,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 

Simpson,  Rosalee  Ida,  daughter  of  Arten- 
nis  and  Esta  Bowman  Sines,  was  born 
June  7,  1911,  near  Brookside,  W.  Va.,  and 
died  Nov.  20,  1949,  in  the  Johns  Hopkins 
hospital  at  Baltimore.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Robert  Simpson.  She  was  bap- 
tized in  the  Maple  Spring  church.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Maple  Spring  church  at  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  by 
Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum,  pastor  of  the  Liv- 
ing Stone  church  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Ralph  Bowman,  pastor  of  the 
Maple  Spring  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Maple  Spring  cemetery  in  Eglon. — Mrs. 
Wilma  Waybright,  Oakland,  Md. 

Smith,  Vernon  W.,  son  of  Basil  and  Fran- 
ces Smith,  died  Jan.  23,  1950,  at  his  home  in 
Westminster,  Md.,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Meadow  Branch  congregation  for  many 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ger- 
trude M.  Petry  Smith,  six  sons,  one  daugh- 
ter, thirteen  grandchildren,  three  great- 
grandchildren, one  brother  and  two  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Meadow  Branch  church  by  Elder  William 
E.  Roop  and  Bro.  H.  Z.  Bomberger.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Wil- 
liam E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Waller,  Charles  A.,  died  at  his  home,  May 
23,  1949,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Reisters- 
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town  congregation  and  was  one  of  its  dea- 
cons from  its  beginning.  He  was  also  an 
early  trustee  and  died  still  holding  that 
office.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  sev- 
eral years  ago.  They  never  had  any  chil- 
dren of  their  own  but  raised  six  foster  chil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  St. 
Paul's  Lutheran  church  at  Arcadia  by  Eld- 
er William  E.  Roop  and  Bro.  George  A. 
Early.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  church 
cemetery. — Lavinia  C.  Wenger,  Westmin- 
ster, Md. 

Walter,  Harry  I.,  died  in  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins hospital  in  Baltimore,  Md;,  Jan.  14, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He 
was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Reisters- 
town  congregation.  His  wife,  Lydia  Pearce 
Walter,  preceded  him  in  death  several 
years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
who  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  one  half  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  St.  Paul's  Lutheran 
church  in  Arcadia  by  Elder  William  E. 
Roop  and  Bro.  George  A.  Early.  Interment 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Lavinia  C. 
Wenger,  Westminster,  Md. 
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California 

Covina. — A  union  revival  meeting  was 
held  in  the  grammar  school  during  the 
month  of  November.  Brother  and  Sister 
Bob  Prickett  held  meetings  for  us.  On 
Nov.  27  Bro.  James  Bowman,  missionary 
on  furlough  from  Africa,  delivered  the 
morning  message.  At  the  close  of  the  serv- 
ice a  special  cornerstone-laying  service  was 
held  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Studebaker,  in 
charge.  Later  in  the  afternoon  a  reception 
and  tea  was  held  in  honor  of  Bro.  Bow- 
man. On  Nov.  29  the  choir  presented  a 
special  program.  The  money  is  to  be  used 
to  help  pay  for  the  choir  robes.  Dedica- 
tion services  for  the  new  sanctuary  were 
held  Dec.  4.  Our  new  electric  organ,  which 
was  given  by  the  Finch  brothers,  was  dedi- 
cated at  the  morning  worship  to  Bro.  D.  A. 
Fesler,  who  had  led  the  singing  for  about 
thirty-five  years.  At  the  afternoon  services 
our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  Hersch,  deliv- 
ered the  dedicatory  message.  Greetings 
from  the  Covina  ministerial  union  were 
given  by  the  Baptist  pastor.  The  moder- 
ator of  the  District  of  Southern  California, 
Bro.  Joe  Jennings,  was  present  with  greet- 
ings from  the  district.  The  regional  secre- 
tary, Bro.  I.  V.  Funderburgh,  gave  a  talk. 
In  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  was 
presented  by  one  of  the  staff  organists, 
Mr.  Selby  Dibelius,  of  Forest  Lawn  Memo- 
rial park.  A  quartet  from  La  Verne  pre- 
sented several  numbers.  On  the  evening 
of  Dec.  11  the  moving  picture,  Reaching 
From  Heaven,  was  shown.  On  Dec.  18  a 
Christmas  program  was  presented  by  the 
children.  At  the  evening  hour  a  cantata 
was  presented  by  the  choir.  Several  gifts 
and  money  were  brought  to  the  service 
to  be  given  to  a  needy  family.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  1  a  candlelighting  service 
was  held.  On  Jan.  8  a  group  of  La  Verne 
College  students  presented  a  program.  Our 
congregation  will  continue  in  the  100% 
Messenger  club.  Some  individuals  of  the 
church  will  be  responsible  for  furnishing 
a  home  and  living  expenses  for  a  German 
high  school  student  for  the  school  year. — 
Mrs.  Tempie  S.  Funk,  Covina,  Calif. 

Imperial  Heights. — Our  church  program 
is  moving  forward  under  the  guidance  of 
our  pastor,  M.  S.  Frantz,  and  his  wife.  The 
attendance  and  interest  at  our  Sunday- 
school  and  worship  services  are  increasing. 
The  juniors,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Frantz,  pre- 
pared and  sent  gift  packages  to  children 
overseas.  A  Christmas  party  was  enjoyed 
by  all  on  Dec.  16.  The  children  presented 
their  program  on  Christmas  morning.  The 
choir  presented  a  cantata  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  18,  directed  by  Eugenia  Brubaker.  On 
Nov.  13  Bro.  James  B.  Bowman  had  charge 
of  both  services.  In  the  evening  he  showed 
colored  pictures  of  the  work  in  Africa. 
Two  young  ministers,  who  are  attending  La 
Verne  College,  gave  their  testimony  and 
messages    on    Nov.    20.     At    the    quarterly 


business  meeting  in  December  plans  were 
presented  and  approved  for  building  an- 
other unit  to  our  church  plant,  including  a 
sanctuary  seating  about  200  and  a  base- 
ment, which  will  provide  more  classroom 
space,  and  a  social  hall.  The  work  will  be- 
gin as  soon  as  possible.  Two  persons  were 
baptized  recently  and  one  awaits  baptism. 
— Mrs.  Charles  Ardinger,  Hawthorne,  Calif. 

Colorado 
Denver. — Our  Christmas  program  was 
presented  by  the  elementary  department  of 
the  Sunday  school.  We  had  a  white  gift 
service  also.  On  New  Year's  Eve  a  watch 
meeting  was  held  and  a  chili  supper  was 
served.  The  women's  group  report  that 
during  1949  they  sent  to  Brethren  Service 
fourteen  large  comforters,  twelve  hospital 
gowns,  thirty-nine  girls'  dresses,  three  baby 
quilts,  one  box  of  assorted  clothes  for 
babies  and  one  box  of  bandage  material. 
They  also  sent  fifteen  baby  quilts,  fourteen 
girls'  dresses,  some  large  comforters  and 
several  boxes  of  used  material  to  the  Nava- 
jos.  They  have  helped  locally  also.  They 
sent  out  fifteen  cheer  boxes.  They  de- 
cided to  study  a  mission  book  this  year. 
Mrs.  Agnes  Gleason  has  been  assigned  to 
help  in  the  Denver  church.  We  have  had 
several  interesting  talks  by  Brethren  Serv- 
ice workers.  We  have  a  training-for-serv- 
ice  class  and  have  added  a  home  depart- 
ment to  our  Sunday  school. — Mrs.  Laura 
M.  Fields,  Englewood,  Colo. 

District  of  Columbia 
Washington. — A  reception  was  held  for 
our  new  pastor  and  his  family  with  Dr. 
Oscar  Blackwelder  delivering  the  welcom- 
ing address.  At  one  of  our  evening  services 
the  film.  Reaching  From  Heaven,  was 
shown.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  spoke  to  us 
on  Implications  of  the  World  Situation  for 
Christians.  Joan  Williams,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  interchurch  fellowship,  spoke 
at  our  young  people's  meeting  on  Nov.  6. 
The  young  people  had  charge  of  the  eve- 
ning worship  service  and  presented  the 
play,  The  Bishop's  Candlesticks.  On  the 
evening  of  Nov.  15  different  members  par- 
ticipated in  a  panel  discussion  on  Our 
Church  Twenty  Years  From  Now.  The 
men  of  our  church  had  charge  of  the  eve- 
ning worship  service  on  Nov.  20.  Elder  J. 
H.  Hollinger  spoke  on  Our  Contributions 
to  Our  Church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt 
L.  Miller,  spoke  at  our  community  Thanks- 
giving services  held  Nov.  23.  Bro.  Joseph 
Glick,  our  assistant  pastor,  brought  our 
Thanksgiving  message  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  The  film,  Answer  for  Anne,  was 
shown  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  27.  On  the 
evening  of  Dec.  4  a  panel  discussion  on 
How  to  Use  Our  Bible  was  held  by  several 
members.  On  Dec.  18  a  Christmas  message 
in  song  and  pageant  was  presented  by  the 
choirs  and  other  members  of  the  church. 
Since  our  last  report,  four  persons  have 
been  baptized  and  one  baby  has  been 
dedicated. — Mrs.  Carl  L.  Williams,  Alex- 
andria, Va. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — A  candlelighting  worship  serv- 
ice was  held  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  1.  Fol- 
lowing this  service  Edward  Hurt,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Youth  Argosy  Around 
the  World  flight  this  summer,  showed  pic- 
tures and  gave  a  talk  on  his  trip.  A  drama- 
tization of  the  Christmas  story,  written  and 
directed  by  Austin  Eiler,  was  presented  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  On  Christmas  night 
the  choir  presented  a  musical  program. 
The  white  gift  offering  was  given  to  the 
unfortunate  children  of  our  city  and  to 
our  DP  family.  They  are  nicely  settled  in 
a  house  provided  by  Bro.  Richard  V.  Keim 
on  the  Willowdale  farm.  The  young  adults 
gathered  the  supplies  and  furnishings 
which  were  donated  and  had  the  house 
in  readiness  for  occupancy  when  the  family 
arrived.  Bro.  R.  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville, 
Pa.,  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting 
in  November.  Eighteen  members  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  membership,  thir- 
teen by  baptism  and  five  by  letter  and 
former  baptism.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Nov.  26  with  breakfast  at 
the  church  the  following  morning.  Home- 
coming  day   observances   on   Nov.   27   cli- 


maxed  our  special  fiftieth  anniversary 
meetings.  The  juniors  are  rolling  bandages 
for  our  mission  hospitals  at  their  Sunday 
evening,  meetings.  The  CBYF  sent  several 
Christmas  gift  boxes  to  their  Greek  refu- 
gee family.  A  school  of  missions  on  Japan 
was  held  in  all  departments  on  the  Sunday 
evenings  during  the  month  of  January. 
Special  features,  including  motion  pictures 
on  Japan,  dramatizations  and  an  address 
by  a  former  missionary  to  Japan,  were  pre- 
sented at  the  worship  service  following  the 
study  period.  An  adult  membership  doc- 
trinal class  is  being  held  on  Thursday  eve- 
nings and  a  class  for  children  is  held  at 
the  regular  Sunday-school  hour. — Mrs.  Roy 
S.  Parker,  Nampa,  Idaho. 

Indiana 

Burnellsville. — We  held  a  one  week's 
evangelistic  meeting  during  Thanksgiving 
week  with  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  as  the  evan- 
gelist. The  Logansport  and  Buffalo 
churches  came  in  a  delegation  and  each 
presented  a  special  musical  number.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  of 
that  week  with  Bro.  Roy  Richey  holding 
the  self-examination  service  and  Bro.  Hirt 
conducting  the  remainder  of  the  service. 
The  primary  department  presented  a  short 
Christmas  program  on  Dec.  18.  We  are 
planning  to  hold  a  week's  pre-Easter  meet- 
ing with  Lewis  Deardorff  of  the  Pittsburg 
church  as  the  speaker.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
been    busy    quilting    and  -  making    girls' 


dresses  and  baby  gowns  for  relief.  They 
voted  to  take  a  special  offering  at  Thanks- 
giving time  instead  of  holding  a  bazaar  or 
bake  sale. — Lena  Shull,  Burnettsville,  Ind. 
Indianapolis,  First. — Since  our  last  report, 
we  have  installed  Bro.  Daniel  M.  Long  as 
our  pastor.  Several  members  were  able  to 
get  to  regional  conference  for  a  day  but 
our  pastor  represented  us  for  the  whole 
conference.  We  had  ten  teams  of  two 
people  each,  who  met  two  evenings  for  in- 
struction on  visitation  evangelism,  led  by 
the  pastor.  Then  from  Nov.  11-14  we  vis- 
ited people  in  their  homes  and  invited 
them  to  join  the  church.  We  received  three 
persons  by  baptism  and  sixteen  by  letter. 
The  teams  were  very  enthusiastic  over 
the  results  and  plan  to  meet  during  the 
year  for  follow-up  work.  We  participated 
in  the  union  Thanksgiving  service  spon- 
sored by  the  North  Side  ministerium.  On 
Dec.  9  we  had  a  family  fellowship  dinner 
and  spent  the  evening  together  learning  to 
know  some  of  the  new  members.  On  Dec. 
18  we  held  our  Christmas  vespers  and  aft- 
erward went  caroling  around  the  city,  re- 
turning to  the  church  for  a  chili  supper. 
We  had  a  party  for  the  children  on  Christ- 
mas Eve.  Our  juniors  and  intermediates 
have  been  meeting  several  Sunday  after- 
noons for  a  social  time.  They  hope  to  be- 
gin a  junior  choir  soon.  Plans  are  being 
made  for  the  coming  of  Bro.  T.  Wayne 
Rieman  for  our  post-Easter  meetings. — 
Paul  Merriman,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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Monlicello. — Our  church  is  sponsoring  a 
German  youth,  Ernst  Taucher,  who  is  mak- 
ing his  home  with  the  L.  B.  Lantz  family 
and  attending  the  Monticello  high  school. 
Several  members  attended  the  White  Coun- 
ty school  of  Christian  living  at  the  Monti- 
cello  Methodist  church.  Communion  serv- 
ices were  held  at  Pike  Creek  recently.  On 
Nov.  20  the  young  people  presented  the 
play,  The  Builders.  Our  fall  revival  serv- 
ices were  held  Nov.  28 — Dec.  11  with  Bro. 
Ross  Noffsinger  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  as 
the  evangelist.  The  young  people  went 
caroling  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  19  and 
afterwards  returned  to  the  parsonage, 
where  they  enjoyed  a  chili  supper  and 
Ernst  told  them  of  Christmas  in  Germany. 
On  Dec.  23  a  Christmas  candlelighting 
service  was  held  at  Pike  Creek  and  on 
Christmas  night  Guernsey  presented  a 
playlet  entitled  What's  the  Matter  With 
Christmas? — Opal  Foster,  Monon,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Dale. — On  Jan.  4  our  church  met 
in  council  with  Elder  E.  Paul  Weaver  pre- 
siding and  Bro.  Russell  Weller  assisting. 
We  were  happy  to  have  with  us  Sister 
Nettie  Senger,  who  directed  our  devotions 
for  us.  Our  men's  work  has  been  working 
and  has  been  very  generous  in  contribu- 
tions to  worthy  causes.  We  are  happy  to 
report  that  our  electric  organ,  which  we 
purchased  last  spring,  has  been  paid  for. 
Margaret  Geisel,  who  has  spent  several 
weeks  in  foreign  countries,  was  with  us 
on  Thanksgiving  evening  and  gave  us  a 
talk  and  showed  slides  on  the  conditions 
of  the  war-torn  countries.  Our  ladies'  aid 
met  for  an  all-day  meeting  on  Jan.  5  and 
quilted,  sewed  comforter  blocks  and  did 
relief  sewing.  Our  intermediate  class  held 
a  candlelight  service  on  Dec.  18  and  then 
on  Christmas  morning  our  primary  depart- 
ment presented  a  program.  Anyone  pass- 
ing by  Pleasant  Dale  is  welcome  to  wor- 
ship with  us  at  any  time. — Mrs.  Charles 
Liby,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Ivester. — On  the  evening  of  Nov.  6  the 
sound  film,  Collecting  and  Distributing 
CROP,  was  shown.  Eight  of  our  men  went 
to  the  Slifer  church  to  help  with  work  on 
the  parsonage  there.  In  the  absence  of  our 
pastor  on  Nov.  13  Mr.  R.  H.  Lingard,  secre- 
tary of  the  YMCA  at  Marshalltown,  deliv- 
ered the  message.  Brother  and  Sister 
Heisey  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Kruschwitz  at- 
tended the  regional  conference  at  McPher- 
son.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  Des- 
mond Bittinger  with  us  on  Nov.  19  and  20. 
On  Saturday  evening  he  showed  pictures 
of  home  life  and  spoke  at  both  morning 
and  afternoon  services  on  Sunday.  An- 
nual Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at 
the  church  with  a  special  offering  for  home 
missions.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  Dec.  1  with  Mr.  Roy  Cunningham, 
secretary  of  the  YMCA  in  Ames,  as  the 
speaker.  The  program  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing was  presented  by  the  children  and  was 
followed  by  the  children's  white  gift  of- 
fering. The  cantata,  The  Chorus  in  the 
Skies,  was  presented  by  the  choir  under 
the  direction  of  Galen  Albright  on  Christ- 
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Virginia,  Second— Sangerville,  March  29-31. 
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Pennsylvania 

April  2,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 
April  7,  7  pm,  Spring  Run. 
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mas  evening.  The  young  people  went  car- 
oling at  fifteen  homes  after  the  services. 
The  women's  work  prepared  fifteen  plates 
of  fruit  and  cookies  for  the  shut-ins  and 
elderly  folks  of  our  community.  On  Dec. 
24  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Meyers  observed 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  Our 
young  people  attended  the  tri-district 
youth  rally  at  the  English  River  church  on 
Dec.  29-30.  On  Dec.  31  the  CBYF  held  a 
New  Year's  Eve  banquet. — Mrs.  Howard 
Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Maryland 
Meadow  Branch. — Bro.  Alley,  a  returned 
missionary  who  had  been  on  the  India 
mission  field  for  thirty  years,  gave  us  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  the  work  at  that 
place.  Our  home  enrichment  group  spon- 
sored a  sacred  vocal  program  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herman  Smith  of  York  as  the  guest 
singers.  We  met  in  council  meeting  with 
Elder  George  Early  presiding.  Scott  Gar- 
ner, William  High  and  Emma  Bixler  repre- 
sented our  congregation  at  the  district 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Piney 
Creek  church.  Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz  of  the 
Germantown  church  conducted  a  week  of 
evangelistic  services.  Five  new  members 
were  baptized  into  the  church  and  four 
were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  Waltz  offi- 
ciated at  our  semiannual  love  feast.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  contributed  $287  toward  the 
painting  of  the  social  room.  They  are  also 
contributing  toward  the  district,  national 
and  regional  projects.  Several  of  the 
church  organizations  have  conducted  spe- 
cial services  and  the  offerings  have  been 
given  to  reimburse  the  church  repair  fund. 
The  Gleaners  class  held  installation  serv- 
ices for  their  newly-elected  officers  with 
Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  as  the  guest  speaker. 
The  Faithful  Workers  organized  and  dis- 
tributed fifty  baskets  of  fruit  to  the  sick 
and  shut-ins  at  Thanksgiving.  They  have 
also  given  aid  to  unfortunate  families  in 
the  community.  They  contributed  a  heifer 
for  Germany.  Several  boxes  of  food  were 
distributed  to  various  families  by  the  con- 
gregation. The  Gleaners  class  remembered 
many  shut-in  friends  with  candy  and  or- 
anges at  Christmastime.  The  young  peo- 
ple's department  went  caroling,  after  which 
a  Christmas  party  was  held  in  the  social 
room  of  the  church.  On  the  evening  of 
Dec.  18  the  play,  No  Room,  was  presented 
by  the  young  people.  The  primary  depart- 
ment presented  their  Christmas  program 
on  Christmas  morning.  Several  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  youth  rally 
which  was  held  in  the  Westminster  church. 
— Mrs.  William  E.  Brown,  Westminster,  Md. 

Michigan 

Adrian. — Our  evangelistic  services  were 
held  recently.  Five  persons  were  baptized 
and  three  are  awaiting  the  rite.  Brother 
and  Sister  Willard  Graf  were  called  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  Brother  and  Sister  Willis 
Bosserman  were  relicensed  to  the  ministry. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  working  on  comforters. 
At  the  January  business  meeting  the 
church  authorized  the  building  of  a  bap- 
tistry in  the  basement,  redecorating  the  in- 
terior and  laying  carpet.  We  had  a  Bible 
institute  two  days  in  November  with  Bro. 
Lynn  and  Bro.  Bollinger  of  the  college  as 
the  leaders.  We  are  planning  to  observe 
Manchester  Day. — Mrs.  Virginia  Bosser- 
man, Adrian,  Mich. 

Sunfield. — We  observed  an  all-day 
Thanksgiving  service  with  a  sermon  in  the 
morning,  a  basket  dinner  and  a  varied 
service  in  the  afternoon  and  voted  to  repeat 
it  again  next  year.  Elder  I.  C.  Snavely  and 
his  wife  observed  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  over  the  week  end  of  Nov.  6. 
Their  entire  family  of  children  and  grand- 
children were  at  the  morning  church  serv- 
ice and  Bro.  Galen  Barkdoll  preached  for 
us.  Our  pastor  was  ill  and  unable  to  be 
present.  A  group  of  ministers  of  the  dis- 
trict and  their  wives'  met  in  our  church  in 
early  December  for  a  short  retreat.  Our 
ladies'  aid  is  supporting  various  worthy 
projects,  besides  a  constant  relief  program 
and  giving  special  gifts  at  Christmas  time. 
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A  year  ago  they  raised  a  fund  for  a  new 
hardwood  floor  for  the  church  and  it  is 
now  ready  to  be  laid.  Our  special  Christ- 
mas service  was  one  of  Scripture  reading, 
carols  and  candlelighting  in  which  all  had 
a  part  on  Dec.  18.  Our  young  people  toured 
the  community,  singing  carols  to  many 
shut-ins  and  elderly  people.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Gandy,  and  Elder  I.  C.  Snavely  held 
five  days  of  special  Bible  study  between 
Christmas  and  New  Year's.  While  winter 
travel  is  difficult,  we  are  discontinuing 
Sunday  evening  services. — Mrs.  Virginia 
Snavely,  Vermontville,  Mich. 

Thornapple. — Two  of  our  church  families 
have  German  students,  Use  Feurcht  and 
Johannes  Guitdis,  in  their  homes.  Three  of 
our  Negro  friends  were  with  us  in  worship 
recently  and  favored  us  with  two  solo 
numbers.  Our  Bible  institute  was  held 
Oct.  28-30  with  Bro.  S.  B.  Wenger  of 
Charlotte  and  Bro.  Chalmer  E.  Faw  of 
Chicago,  111.,  as  the  speakers.  Our  regular 
council  meeting  was  held  in  December. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  presented  on 
Dec.  18  with  a  play  and  special  instru- 
mental music  consisting  of  German  Christ- 
mas carols  by  our  two  German  students. — 
Grace  Weaver,  Clarksville,  Mich. 

Woodland. — Our  pastor  conducted  one 
week  of  revival  meetings  in  November. 
Two  DP  families  from  Latvia,  to  be  spon- 
sored by  two  families  of  our  church,  are 
expected  to  arrive  soon.  Two  other  fami- 
lies have  opened  their  homes  to  two  Ger- 
man exchange  students,  who  are  now  at- 
tending our  local  high  school.  The  women's 
work  met  their  last  year's  budget  and 
started  the  new  year  with  a  small  balance. 
The  men's  work  recently  helped  the  church 
by  giving  $100  toward  the  purchase  of 
seventy-five  new  chairs  which  will  replace 
the  benches  in  our  remodeled  basement. 
A  candlelight  Christmas  service  was  held 
on  Dec.  18.  Our  family  night  fellowship 
supper  and  program  was  held  on  Dec.  28. 
— Mrs.  Owen  Smith,  Woodland,  Mich. 

New  Mexico 

Clovis. — Our  annual  birthday  dinner  and 
family  night  was  held  on  Nov.  23.  Each 
family  was  represented  on  the  program. 
Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  on  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  night  with  the  elder,  H.  M. 
Coppock,  of  Miami  in  charge.  Our  Christ- 
mas program  was  given  on-  Christmas 
night  by  the  children's  department.  They 
presented  a  pageant  which  told  the  Christ- 
mas story.  The  pastor,  Lawrence  Lehman, 
and  one  of  the  young  people  attended  the 
district  youth  rally  held  at  the  Antelope 
Valley  church  in  Oklahoma  over  New 
Year's  week  end.  In  the  absence  of  the 
pastor  the  Sunday  morning  service  con- 
sisted of  a  recording  of  a  sermon  by  Guy 
West.  In  the  evening  a  film.  Salt  of  the 
Earth,  was  shown.  On  Jan.  2  Kenneth 
Thralls,  pastor  of  the  Antelope  Valley 
church,  talked  at  our  church  on  the  sub- 
ject of  stewardship.  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  on  Jan.  11  with  the  elder  pre- 
siding. We  decided  to  have  a  Sunday  eve- 
ning committee  to  plan  programs  for  at 
least  part  of  the  evening  services.  Our 
congregation  is  challenging  the  Miami 
church  to  a  contest  in  Sunday-school  at- 
tendance and  daily  Bible  reading.  We  are 
planning  on  having  pre-Easter  services 
with  Bro.  Click  of  Kentucky  conducting 
the  services. — Mary  Lou  Bowman,  Clovis, 
N.  Mex. 

Ohio 

Donnels  Creek. — New  officers  and  teach- 
ers were  elected  and  appointed  for  the 
coming  year.  The  1950  budget  was  passed 
by  the  council  on  Nov.  9.  The  men's  work 
have  harvested  155  acres  of  corn,  which 
netted  them  $1,238,  and  a  field  of  soybeans, 
which  netted  $300.  The  women's  work  has 
been  busy  sewing  for  relief  and  is  now 
making  comforters  for  the  DP  families  that 
are  coming.  One  family  of  five  arrived  in 
New  York  on  Jan.  9.  The  men  and  women 
of  the  church  presented  a  new  car  to  our 
pastor  and  his  family  on  Dec.  28.  Our  evan- 
gelistic meetings  were  held  Nov.  13-27  with 
Bro.  Edward  Murray  of  Garden  City,  Kan- 
sas, as  the  evangelist.  Three  new  members 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 


and  one  by  letter.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ross 
Noffsinger,  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelstic 
meeting  at  Monticello,  Ind.  On  Jan.  8  J. 
Henry  Long  of  Elgin,  111.,  was  with  us. 
On  May  14  our  church  chorus  will  sing 
over  the  Columbia  radio  network  on  the 
Columbia  Church  of  the  Air  program  for 
Rural  Life  Sunday. — Helen  Warren,  Spring- 
field, Ohio. 

Stonelick. — Our  church  has  advanced 
more  this  year  than  it  had  in  the  past 
fifty  years.  Much  repair  work  has  been 
done  on  the  church  building  and  grounds. 
We  put  on  a  membership  contest  which 
increased  our  attendance  more  than  100%. 
We  are  now  free  of  debt.  On  Nov.  5  our 
communion  was  held,  followed  by  an  all- 
day  meeting  on  Sunday.  Elder  I.  G.  Bloch- 
er  delivered  the  sermon  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  Bro.  Brumbaugh  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
was  the  song  leader.  On  Dec.  31  we  had  a 
spiritual  watch  meeting  led  by  Bro.  Jess 
Grossnickle.  During  the  evening  a  hand- 
painted  picture  of  Christ,  which  was  made 
by  Sgt.  Robert  Snider  of  Japan,  was  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Mable  Grossnickle,  grand- 
mother of  Sgt.  Snider. — Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Carr, 
Marathon,  Ohio. 

Trotwood. — We  are  in  the  second  year  of 
our  family  nights  with  a  fellowship  hour 
and  group  discussion.  During  January  we 
had  a  school  of  missions.  Our  women's 
work  group  have  been  making  relief  gar- 
ments. Thannas  Darner,  one  of  our  girls, 
and  J.  Henry  Long  of  Elgin  recently 
showed  pictures  and  gave  interesting  talks 
on  their  Brethren  Service  projects  in  Aus- 
tria. A  group  of  our  young  people  attended 
the  winter  conference  at  the  Pitsburg 
church.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  18  the 
children  presented  their  Christmas  pro- 
gram and  in  the  evening  the  senior  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Sister  Thelma  Shell- 
haas,  presented  the  cantata,  The  World's 
Redeemer.  Our  Christmas  offering  was 
$400.  On  Jan.  7  we  observed  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  our  church,  which  was  the 
beginning   of   our   anniversary   year.    Bro. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin.  111. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  V2  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write;  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  430.  Would  like  to  locate  on  poultry 
farm  or  general  farm  on  shares.  Willing  to 
work  up,  Brethren,  34  year^,  single.  Write: 
Ralph  E.  Jelf,  6659  Apple  Rd.,  R.  4,  Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 

No.  431.  Wanted:  Young,  widowed  moth- 
er of  two  small  sons  needs  home  and  prop- 
er training  for  boys.  In  exchange  can  do 
office  work,  practical  nursing,  play  several 
musical  instruments,  teach,  keep  house, 
willing  to  learn  any  kind  of  work.  Write: 
P.  O.  Box  934,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Recent  fiction  titles  ol  distinctive  meh.it 


Mary 


by  Sholem  Asch   $3.50 

In  this  his  latest  book  the  famous  Jewish  author  of  The  Nazarene  and 
The  Apostle  has  completed  one  of  the  greatest  trilogies  of  modern 
literature.  Mary  is  the  simple  story  of  a  mother's  love  for  her  son 
and  the  great  story  of  the  mother  of  Jesus.  Mary  is  first  met  in  the 
village  of  Nazareth.  Through  sacrifice  and  a  profound  faith  she 
emerges  as  a  towering  personality,  a  worthy  mother  and  teacher  of 
the  boy  who  became  the  greatest  figure  in  world  history.  While 
the  reader  cannot  accept  all  of  the  author's  reconstruction  of  the 
Biblical  story  he  will  be  amply  rewarded  for  having  spent  a  few 
hours  with  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  books  of  fiction. 


$3.50 


Prince  of  Egypt 

by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson 

A  tale  of  one  of  history's  most  fabulous  ages. 
The  Egypt  is  the  empire  of  the  Pharaohs  over 
three  thousand  years  ago.  The  prince  of  Egypt 
is  Moses,  son  of  Hebrew  slave  parents,  adopted 
son  of  the  Egyptian  princess.  Reared  as  an 
Egyptian  nobleman,  torn  by.  his  conflicting  loves 
for  two  women,  haunted  by  the  half-formed 
visions  that  would  one  day  change  the  thinking 
of  the  world,  this  strange  prince  turned  his  back 
on  all  the  ambitions  Egypt  could  have  fulfilled 
and  led  his  enslaved  race  out  into  the  wilder- 
ness to  found  a  new  nation  dedicated  to  God. 
A  book  for  the  discriminating  adult  fiction 
reader. 


The  Dream  Gate 

by  Marcus  Bach   $3.00 

The  first  book  of  fiction  by  this  author,  who  writes  understandingly 
of  minority  religious  groups,  The  Dream  Gate  is  winning  the  ap- 
proval of  discriminating  readers  of  fiction.  Reflecting  Mr.  Bach's 
sympathetic  appreciation  of  small  religious  sects,  this  novel  is  a 
tender,  touching  story  about  a  Hutterian  community  in  South  Da- 
kota. It  is  not  only  a  fascinating  tale,  but  also  contains  a  spiritual 
message  of  startling,  universal  and  timely  importance. 


Give  Me  Thy  Vineyard 

by  Guy  Howard   $3.00 

No,  the  scene  is  not  laid  in  the  Israel  of  King 
Ahab's  time;  it  is  in  the  Ozark  Mountains  in  our 
own  time.  Mr.  Howard  (the  author  of  The  Walkin' 
Preacher  of  the  Ozarks),  in  this  novel  has  created 
the  ruggedly  human,  yet  sensitively  spiritual,  story 
of  Hiram,  a  hunted  but  innocent  outlaw,  and  his 
sweetheart,  Rosie,  who  lived  and  loved  among  the 
mountains  where  life  is  swift  and  love  is  costly. 
A  distinctly  Christian  story  told  with  vigor  and 
freshness. 


The  Robber 


by  Bertram  Brooker 


$3.00 


Written  by  a  Canadian  author,  this  new  novel  of  the  times  of  Jesus 
already  seems  destined  to  a  place  alongside  the  other  outstanding 
novels  based  on  Bible  times  and  people.  The  robber  is  Barabbas, 
who  is  characterized  as  a  man  not  naturally  evil,  but  one  who  had 
become  embittered  at  the  way  the  common  people  were  being  op- 
pressed by  the  Herods,  the  priestly  group  and  other  men  of  wealth. 
The  plot  is  simple  and  vigorous;  the  characters  are  very  lifelike;  the 
spiritual  insight  is  penetrating. 

We  are  happy  to  commend  to  you  these  outstanding  new 
books  of  fiction. 
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T.  E.  Karns,  a  charter  member,  gave  the 
history  of  our  church  and  our  pastor,  Bro. 
E.  R.  Fisher,  delivered  the  sermon.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  on  Palm  Sunday 
evening. — Altha  M.  Bowman,  Trotwood, 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Annville. — Our  evangelistic  meeting  was 
held  with  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  as  the  evan- 
gelist. A  prayer  service  was  held  each 
evening  before  the  meeting.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Dec.  17  and  18.  The  visiting 
ministers  were  Bro.  Sollenberger  of  Carlisle 
and  Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland.  Our 
church  joined  with  the  Annville  Council  of 
Churches  in  a  union  week  of  prayer  serv- 
ices which  were  held  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  church  Jan.  2-6.  The 
speaker  was  Dr.  Raymond  I.  Lindquist, 
pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Orange,  N.  J.  On  Sunday  evening,  Jan. 
15,  B>-o.  Herbert  Miller,  pastor  of  the 
Spring  Creek  church,  delivered  a  message 
on  the  subject  of  peace.  He  was  sponsored 
by  the  board  of  Christian  education  of  our 
church.  On  Jan.  1  we  had  a  hymn  insti- 
tute conducted  by  Bro.  W.  David  Albright, 
music  instructor  at  Elizabethtown  College. 
— Viola  Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Burnham. — Our  rally  and  home-coming 
was  held  recently.  The  speaker  for  the 
rally  service  was  Bro.  E.  W.  Strausser  of 
Yeagertown  and  the  speaker  for  the  home- 
coming service  was  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  of 
Huntingdon.  We  remodeled  our  basement 
and  installed  a  kitchen.  Union  Thanksgiv- 
ing services  were  held  in  our  church.  The 
Sunday  evening  before  Christmas  the 
young  people  presented  a  Christmas  pag- 
eant entitled  Gift  Divine  and  on  Christ- 
mas morning  the  children  presented  a 
program.  Our  church  took  part  in  the 
union  Week  of  Prayer  services.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  revival  services  to 
be  held  March  26— April  9  by  Bro.  John 
Rowland  of  Greencastle— Mrs.  Eli  S 
Keeny,  Burnham,  Pa. 

Dunnings  Creek. — The  message  of  the 
morning  session  of  our  home-coming  serv- 
ice was  delivered  by  our  local  pastor,  Bro. 
Elmer  E.  Ebersole.  The  afternoon  session 
was  in  charge  of  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of 
New  Enterprise  and  in  the  evening  Bro. 
Cletus  Myers  of  New  Enterprise  began  a 
two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting.  Six  per- 
sons were  baptized.  The  climax  of  the 
meeting  was  our  love  feast.  Each  of  our 
three  churches  held  a  Thanksgiving  serv- 
ice with  the  offerings  going  to  missions 
and  each  one  had  its  own  Christmas  pro- 
gram with  the  offerings  being  sent  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund.  Our  young  people's 
group,  which  was  organized  by  Bro.  Elmer 
E.  Ebersole  and  his  wife,  is  progressing 
very  nicely.  They  meet  the  first  Sunday 
afternoon  of  each  month  for  one  hour  of 
Bible  study  and  one  hour  of  recreation. — 
Mrs.  Russell  Mickle,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

East  Fairview. — For  the  past  few  months 
we  have  been  meeting  in  the  basement  of 
our  new  church  for  our  Sunday  morning 
worship.  Work  at  the  church  is  nearing 
completion.  The  date  for  our  dedication 
services  is  still  somewhat  indefinite.  The 
women's  work  group  is  busy  on  special 
projects.  At  the  December  class  meeting 
each  member  brought  a  finished  article 
such  as  aprons,  pillowcases,  etc.,  to  sell. 
The  CBYF  is  very  busy  working  on  various 
projects.  They  are  planning  to  furnish  the 
young  people's  social  room.  On  Christmas 
Eve  forty  young  people  went  Christmas 
caroling  by  bus.  On  Jan.  1  we  held  our 
love  feast  services  with  Brethren  OUie 
Hevener  and  Harold  Fahnestock  presiding. 
We  are  expecting  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival meeting  immediately  following  our 
dedication.— Esther  D.  Sauder,  Manheim, 
Pa. 

East  McKeesport.— We  closed  the  year 
with  a  watch-night  service.  Nov.  1  closed 
a  year  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  Stanley 
Fadely.  We  have  received  a  number  of 
folks  by  baptism  and  letter,  making  fifty- 
nine  charter  members  in  our  church.  We 
held  our  fall  communion  service  on  Nov. 
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of  Peace,  was  presented  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  18  by  the  choir. — Mrs.  Regina  Fike,* 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Texas 

Waka. — We  held  a  welcoming  party  for 
our  new  pastor,  Alvin  F.  Klotz,  and  his 
family.  We  have  had  several  films,  The 
Kindled  Flame  and  The  African  Prince. 
We  built  two  rooms  and  a  garage  at  the 
parsonage.  We  had  a  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  Dec.  2.  The  young  married  folks' 
class  holds  a  meeting  every  Sunday  eve- 
ning before  the  evening  services  begin. 
We  have  fellowship  night  every  first  Sun- 
day night  of  the  month.  After  the  evening 
services,  we  gather  in  the  basement  and 
have  a  short  program  and  refreshments. 
We  have  a  choir  now.  We  had  a  Christmas 
cantata  on  Dec.  18. — Mrs.  Dan  Elledge, 
Waka,  Texas. 

! , Virginia 

Brocks  Gap,  Mi.  Grove. — Our  services  are 

or   St „ : still  conducted  by  the  free  ministry.    We 

have  seven  appointments  each  month  and 
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6.  Our  coelder,  Bro.  Brougher,  was  pres- 
ent with  us  for  this  service.  We  now  have 
a  junior  church  with  Sisters  Josephine 
Huhn  and  Hilda  Shoemaker  in  charge. — 
Mrs.  Blaine  Davis,  McKeesport,  Pa. 

Fredericksburg. — Bro.  Paul  Forney  spoke 
to  us  at  a  temperance  and  social  purity 
program  at  Meyer's.  Brethren  Graybill 
Hershey,  Berkey  Knavel,  Iram  Lentz  and 
Reuben  Myers  brought  messages  at  our 
fall  love  feast.  Bro.  Lester  Royer  delivered 
the  harvest-home  sermon  and  the  children 
brought  gifts  of  the  harvest  which  were 
distributed  to  several  of  our  less  fortunate 
members.  A  DP  family  has  been  resettled 
in  the  church  community.  Bro.  Conway 
Bennett  delivered  the  Thanksgiving  mes- 
sage. The  CBYF  and  the  young  adults 
harvested  their  Lord's  acre  of  corn  on  the 
farms  of  David  Bashore  and  Ray  Lentz. 
The  ladies'  aid  completed  thirty  com- 
forters for  overseas  relief.  Several  of  our 
members  assisted  in  the  building  program 
at  Camp  Swatara.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  'were  Clyde  Bomberger  and 
Ammon  Merkey.  An  all-day  home-coming 
meeting  was  held  at  Wolfe's  union  house 
recently.  A  number  of  towel  kits  were 
sent  to  Bro.  Ira  Gibbel  in  Austria  by  the 
young  adult  and  the  adult  Bible  classes. 
The  junior  class  also  sent  twelve  wash- 
cloth kits.  At  our  December  council  Bro. 
S.  G.  Meyer  was  re-elected  elder  for  a 
three-year  term.  Brother  and  Sister  Am- 
mon Merkey  were  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship. The  church  decided  not  to  discon- 
tinue Sunday  school  at  Fredericksburg. 
Five  members  attended  the  women's  work 
meeting  at  Middle  Creek.  William  and  An- 
na Mae  Meyer  were  selected  as  CBYF  ad- 
visors. The  CBYF  presented  a  Christmas 
program  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  The 
children's  program  was  held  on  Dec.  25. 
The  CBYF  went  caroling  on  Christmas 
Eve. — Mrs.  Light  M.  Bomberger,  Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Meyersdale. — The  youth  fellowship  of  our 
church  has  an  interesting  and  worth-while 
program  for  the  winter  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  Alice  Clapper,  Blanche  Moser 
and  Yvonne  Arnold.  Bro.  Nelson  Huffman, 
a  teacher  and  soloist,  and  Miss  Weybright, 
organist,  both  of  Bridgewater  College,  pre- 
sented a  musical  program  to  the  two  choirs 
of  our  church  one  evening  and  to  the  pub- 
lic and  congregation  the  following  evening 
and  Sunday  morning.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  held  at  the  Windber 
church  were  Howard  Speicher,  Mrs.  Nan- 
nie Tressler,  Harvey  E.  Arnold,  Daniel  W. 
Long  and  Bro.  I.  C.  Paul.  Our  newly 
formed  junior  choir  of  twenty-eight  voices 
is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Beggs,  as- 


sisted by  Mrs.  Louise  Long.  Werner  Weiss- 
bridt,  one  of  the  ninety  German  students 
brought  to  this  country,  is  making  his 
home  at  Ralph  Martz's  home  for  the  winter 
and  is  attending  the  Meyersdale  senior 
high  school.  Our  Christian  emphasis  week 
was  held  Dec.  4-11  with  Bro.  Leland  S. 
Brubaker,  former  missionary  to  China,  as 
the  speaker.  The  junior  department  of  our 
Sunday  school  collected  enough  Swan  soap 
wrappers  to  have  fifty  bars  of  soap  sent  to 
Europe.    The  Christmas  pageant.  The  Star 


have  four  ministers  in  charge.  We  help 
other  churches  when  they  are  in  need.  Our 
quarterly  council  was  held  Dec.  31  and  we 
re-elected  Bro.  O.  W.  Ritchie  as  elder  in 
charge.  We  are  building  a  new  church 
house.  The  ground-breaking  services  were 
held  recently  with  C.  W.  Ritchie  breaking 
the  ground  and  Robert  Hoover,  pastor  of 
the  Linville  Creek  congregation,  preaching 
the  ground-breaking  sermon.  We  had  Bro. 
J.  L.  Dove  of  Ft.  Seybert,  W.  Va.,  to  hold 
our  revivals  for  us.  As  a  result,  ten  per- 
sons were  added  to  the  church.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  Nov.  5,  with  Elder  John 
Huffman  and  C.  E.  Nair  presiding.  The 
Mountain  Grove  church  mourns  the  loss 
of  Bro.  Huffman,  who  was  buried  on  Jan. 
1.  We  are  planning  to  have  a  week's  meet- 
ing April  2-8  with  our  love  feast  on  the 
8th.— Olen  S.  Lantz,  Broadway,  Va. 
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Fourteen    Plays  for  the   Church 

Edited  by  Kai  Jurgensen  and  Robert  Schenkkan 

i 

Simple,  beautiful  old  religious  plays,  originally  written 
in  and  for  the  church;  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
dramatic  material  available 

Divided  into  three  groups:  plays  for  the  Christmas  sea- 
son; plays  for  the  Easter  season;  plays  for  other  occasions 

Compiled  especially  for  those  who  direct  church  activities, 
the  book  contains  illustrations  of  costumes  and  notes  and 
diagrams  concerning  production 


Contents 


The  Birth  of  Jesus 

Herod  and  the  Kings 

The  Annunciation,  the  Birth 

and  the  Shepherds 
The  Innocents 
The  Second  Shepherds  Play 
The  Raising  of  Lazarus 
The  Sacrifice  of  Isaac 

Price, 


St.  Nicholas  and  the  Scholars 
The  Fleury  Sepulchre  Play 
The  Journey  to  Emmaus 
The  King  of  Glory 
The  Resurrection  of  Christ 
The  Redentin  Easter  Play 
The  Tragedy  of  Job 


$3.00 
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He  Is  Watching  Us 

7  HE  figure  of  Thomas  Jefferson  looks  out  from  the  Jefferson  Memorial  across  the 
city  of  Washington.  In  the  foreground  of  his  vision  is  the  Washington  Monument 
and  just  beyond  it  the  White  House.  He  seems  to  be  meditating  about  the  nation  he 
helped  to  create  and  the  government  which  came  into  being  following  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  which   his  quill  pen   set   down. 

He  believed  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  that  all  are  endowed  with  certain 
inalienable  rights.  He  believed  also  that  when  any  government  disregards  these 
things  it   is  the   duty   of  the   governed   to   change  it  or  to  overthrow  it. 

Freedom,  to  him,  especially  included  men's  minds.  He  wrote  in  1805,  "I  have 
sworn  upon  the  altar  of  God  eternal  hostility  against  every  form  of  tyranny  over  the 
minds  of  men." 

With  countless  other  witnesses  who  have  gone  before,  he  watches  over  us  in 
these  days  to  see  whether  we  can  develop  and  enlarge  the  heritage  which  they  gave 
to  us. 
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Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  has  been 
awarded  the  Prince  Carl  medal  by 
the  Swedish  government.  The  award 
was  made  for  her  "outstanding  work 
in  the  field  of  national  and  inter- 
national   humanitarianism." 

The  Jim  Crow  theme  is  perpetu- 
ated in  national  advertising;  ads  pur- 
portedly representative  of  American 
life  never  show  a  Negro  except  as 
a  second-class  citizen.  In  a  study 
made  of  advertising  it  is  claimed 
that  the  Negro  is  shown  only  as  an 
"Uncle  Tom"  or  "Aunt  Jemima" 
or  as  wild  savages,  comic  buffoons 
or  grinning  redcaps. 

An  annual  employment  plan  has 
been  in  operation  in  the  Proctor  and 
Gamble  soap  factories  for  a  number 
of  years.  By  this  plan  the  employee 
is  guaranteed  forty-eight  weeks  of 
work  every  year  or  its  time  equiv- 
alent. Among  the  results  have  been 
no  major  labor  difficulty  in  sixty 
years,  a  low  labor  turnover  and  a 
high  production  rate  per  worker. 


Youth's  Responsibilities  is  the 
theme  for  Boys  and  Girls  Week, 
which  will  be  observed  in  communi- 
ties throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada  from  April  29  to  May  6. 
The  program  is  designed  to  focus 
public  attention  upon  the  interests, 
activities,  potentialities  and  prob- 
lems of  youth  and  to  give  impetus 
to  character -building  activites  of 
youth-serving  agencies. 

A  resolution  asking  President  Tru- 
man to  call  a  meeting  of  world 
leaders  to  work  out  a  plan  for  in- 
ternational control  of  atom  and 
hydrogen  weapons  was  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  delegates  to  the 
conference  of  the  National  Council 
of  Presbyterian  Men.  The  state- 
ment called  also  for  control  of  "other 
physical  forces  of  warfare  designed 
to  destroy  civilians  en  masse."  The 
resolution  further  said  that  "effective 
voices  of  religious  and  spiritual 
forces"  should  be  invited  to  the 
meeting. 


The  Christian  Citizen  and  the  Liquor  Traffic 


The  closer  the  liquor  problem 
gets  to  the  heart  of  the  home,  the 
more  important  it  becomes  to  the 
Christian  citizen.  The  custom  of 
the  home  itself  is  most  important 
of  all.  Next  in  importance  is  the 
neighborhood  environment,  then, 
the  impact  and  influence  of  the 
local  community,  its  social  customs, 
its  facilities  and  suggestion,  its  po- 
litical organization.  All  of  these  are 
determining  factors  affecting  the 
very  character  of  our  homes,  the 
training  of  our  children. 

It  means  much  to  the  citizen  of 
Hastings,  Nebraska,  as  to  whether 
or  not  liquor  is  sold  in  New  York 
City,  because  his  son  may  go  there 
to  find  employment,  and  his  daugh- 
ter may  go  there  to  seek  artistic 
training.  There  are,  of  course,  an  in- 
finite number  of  ways  in  which  the 
sale  of  liquor  in  New  York  City 
may  affect  his  life  and  happiness, 
but  primarily,  what  is  done  in  Has- 
tings is  of  greater  importance  to 
him. 

The  average  man  instinctively  re- 
alizes this.  He  may  not  be  a  "Dry," 
but  he  does  not  want  liquor  sold  on 
his  street.  He  says,  "Keep  the  tav- 
erns downtown;  keep  them  out  of 
the  residential  districts."  He  may 
finally  reach  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  better  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
town  entirely,  although  he  is  will- 
ing for  the  near-by  city  to  have  sa- 


loons, night  clubs,  cocktail  rooms. 

These  things  being  true,  the  right 
of  the  citizen  to  protect  his  imme- 
diate environment  is  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  him. 

The  term  "local  option"  is  fre- 
quently used  erroneously  for  "prohi- 
bition." Local  option  is,  only  the 
right  of  choice  which  is  the  very 
essence  of   democracy. 

Sooner  or  later,  the  liquor  ques- 
tion may  come  up  for  decision  in 
your  local  community.  If,  and  when 
that  time  comes,  ask  yourself  and 
your  neighbors  these  questions: 

1.  Will  there  be  more  liquor  sold 
in  this  community  if  the  liquor  traf- 
fic is  legalized? 

2.  Will  the  interest  of  my  family 
(and  your  family)  be*  best  served 
by  increasing  the  amount  of  liquor 
sold  and  consumed  here? 

3.  Will  the  economic  interest  of 
the  community  be  served  by  in- 
creasing   liquor    consumption? 

4.  Will  the  community  environ- 
ment be  improved  by  licensing  the 
sale  of  liquor? 

5.  Will  social  problems  increase  in 
number  and  seriousness  if  we  license 
liquor  sale,  or  will  they  be  decreased 
by  such  a  policy? 

6.  Does  liquor  revenue  derived  by 
the  community  from  licensing  the 
sale  of  liquor,  really  "pay"? 

7.  Will  "business"  be  better  in  a 
dry  town? — The  Clipsheet. 


PERSONAL  DEVOTIONS 


Give  me  grace  to  ascend  thy  holy 
hill,  O  Lord,  that  I  may  attain 
clearer  visions  and  greater  under- 
standing oi  thee.  Through  Christ, 
I  pray.   Amen 


J.  Richard  Wareham 

McPherson  College,  McPherson,  Kansas 


Religious  News  Service 


A  HOBBY  is  sometimes  de- 
fined as  an  "engrossing 
pursuit,"  which  clearly 
states  my  feeling  concerning 
personal  devotions.  It  is  an  en- 
grossing pursuit— a  hobby.  And 
it  is  a  very  useful  hobby  in  that 
it  helps  me  to  understand  the 
basic  principles  of  our  existence. 
It  helps  me  to  understand  God 
and  the  will  of  God.  It  helps  me 
to  understand  myself. 

The  two  essentials  to  consider 
in  developing  this  hobby  into  a 
breath-taking  and  glorious  ex- 
perience are  time  and  ways.  We 


all  have  time,  twenty-four  hours 
a  day,  to  do  the  things  we  deem 
most  important,  so  each  person 
can  easily  take  care  of  this  first 
consideration.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted, however,  that  so  few  of  us 
bring  that  discipline  into  our 
use  of  time,  to  set  a  portion  of 
each  day  for  unhurried  waiting 
before  God.  The  second,  ways 
of  developing  personal  devo- 
tions, is  the  one  which  makes 
this  hobby  an  engrossing  pur- 
suit. I  shall  mention  a  few  of 
the  ways. 

Collections.     This    would    in- 


clude quotations,  heartwarming 
stories,  and  great  poetry.  Quo- 
tations include  those  concise 
statements  that  great  minds  of 
all  times  have  made  concerning 
the  Christian  way.  They  are 
pointed  and  like  a  single  beam 
of  light  on  a  dark  night.  A  few 
examples  are: 

"God  does  not  comfort  us  to 
make  us  comfortable,  but  to  make 
us  comforters"  (Anonymous). 

"We  can  lead  others  no  further 
than  we  go  ourselves"  (Garrison). 
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"I  wept  because  I  had  no  shoes 
— until  I  met  a  man  who  had  no 
feet"  (Arabian  Proverb). 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the 
quotations  out  of  the  thousands 
that  are  available.  Those  heart- 
warming stories,  or  illustrations, 
that  show  "the  touch  of  the  Mas- 
ter's hand,"  can  provide  rich  nu- 
triment for  the  spirit.  Some- 
times it  is  a  good  poem  that 
opens  the  door  to  the  deeper 
truths  of  life.  Great  Christian 
poetry  is  like  an  artesian  well  to 
the  thirsty  soul.  Collections  can 
open  a  wide  field  for  us. 

Reading  books  and  pamphlets. 
First  of  all,  in  this  group,  I 
would  suggest  the  Bible,  the 
source  of  infinite  knowledge  and 
inspiration.  I  would  suggest  that 
we  learn  to  read  it  for  history, 
trends  and  ideas,  for  inspiration- 
al gleanings,  and  for  the  story 
which  includes  humor,  sadness, 
goodness,  sin  and  many  other  at- 
titudes and  feelings.  Some  other 
books  which  are  helpful  in  per- 
sonal devotions  are:  The  Way, 
by  E.  Stanley  Jones;  Something 
to  Live  By,  by  Dorthea  S.  Kop- 
plin;  St.  Augustine's  Confessions. 
Some  pamphlets  that  deal  with 
spiritual  awakening  and  devel- 
opment are:  The  Upper  Room, 
edited  by  J.  Manning  Potts,  Lit- 
tle Lessons  in  Spiritual  Efficien- 
cy, by  Roy  L.  Smith;  Letters 
By  A  Modern  Mystic,  by  Frank 
Laubach.  Many  others  could  be 
included. 

Music  and  art.  Here  one  might 
study  hymn  tunes  and  hymn 
words  trying  to  understand  what 
is  behind  their  writing  and 
composition  in  order  to  find 
which  are  the  best.  Then  one 
can  sing  them  with  full  mean- 
ing and  benefit.  Learn  to  make 
a  "joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord." 
There  is  much  room  out  in  God's 
nature  where  the  birds  will  en- 
joy singing  with  you,  no  matter 
how  poor  a  technical  job  you  do. 
Sometime  this  may  give  you  the 
inspiration  to  write  the  words 
or  music  for  a  hymn  yourself. 
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Also,  one  could  learn  to  appre- 
ciate the  best  in  music  by  listen- 
ing to  opera,  recitals  and  sym- 
phonies and  letting  them  be- 
come a  part  of  you.  There  are 
equal  opportunities  in  the  field 
of  art. 

Creative  writing.  Your  own 
spiritual  experiences,  interest- 
ing topics,  and  other  subjects 
that  might  help  in  the  under- 
standing of  the  Christian  way 
put  into  your  own  words  can  be 
very  meaningful.  Learning  to 
express  yourself  in  writing — let- 
ting ideas  and  thoughts  take 
form  as  they  move  through  your 
mind  and  pen — can  be  a  great 
experience. 

God's  nature.  God  is  all  about 
us  if  we  will  only  open  our 
eyes  and  look.  Long,  regular 
walks  in  the  country  where  one 
can  watch  closely  the  color 
changes  in  sunrises  and  sunsets, 
stop  to  listen  to  the  songs  of 
birds,  the  rustle  of  the  weeds 
and  leaves,  and  the  ripple  of 
a  stream,  and  then  at  night  spot 
the  different  constellations, 
bright    stars    and    planets    and 


learn  some  of  the  facts  and 
stories  concerning  them — these 
walks  raise  life  to  glorious 
heights.  But  we  must  learn  to 
retain  a  consciousness  of  those 
heights  even  during  the  daily 
routine  with  its  usual  activities. 

Human  nature.  The  people 
around  us  can  be  an  endless 
source  of  interest  and  inspira- 
tion. What  makes  them  happy 
and  sad,  lovable  and  hateful, 
selfish  and  unselfish,  humble  and 
proud,  active  and  inactive,  kind 
and  unkind?  Each  day  provides 
ample  opportunity  for  us  to  as- 
sociate with  many  personalities 
who,  in  some  way,  interpret 
God's  goodness. 

Prayer.  I  intentionally  saved 
this  until  last  because  it  is  the 
most  helpful.  Prayer  is  talking 
to  God,  talking  with  God,  and 
letting  God  talk  to  us.  Prayer 
is  drawing  near  and  realizing 
that  God  is  God.  It  is  encour- 
aging a  life  attitude  which  is 
centered  in  God.  Prayer  is  co- 
operating with  the  divine  by 
aligning  our  desires,  our  will, 
our  lives  to  him.     It  is  a  com- 


The   Way   to   Successful    Living 

Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  here  summarizes  briefly  the  faith  he  preaches  and 
its  place  in  the  world  today 

CHRISTIANITY  is  the  science  of  successful  living.  It  is  a 
practical,  usable  way  of  life — a  clearly  defined  system 
of  formulas  and  techniques  drawn  from  the  Bible.  Believe 
in  these  principles  and  procedures,  practice  them  persistently, 
and  you  can  overcome  fear,  conquer  worry,  eliminate  the  sense 
of  guilt,  master  feelings  of  inadequacy  and  inferiority,  change 
defeat  into  victory;  in  short,  live  a  well-disciplined,  happy  and 
useful  life. 

The  technique  and  formulas  of  Christianity  will  work  when 
worked.  So  effective  are  they  that  they  have  the  characteris- 
tics of  an  exact  science.  Mastery  of  these  spiritual  laws  can 
revolutionize  one's  life.  I  see  it  happen  constantly. 

The  most  important  function  of  the  preacher  is  to  remind 
people  of  the  great  things  that  can  take  place  in  their  lives 
through  the  power  of  God.  It  is  not  enough  to  tell  people  they 
ought  to  pray  and  have  faith.  They  must  also  be  shown  how 
to  pray,  how  to  have  faith.  Through  the  centering  of  one's 
self  in  Christ,  a  person's  life  can  be  changed.  Everything  may 
become  new  and  radiant.  We  must  remind  people  once  again 
that  through  faith  in  Christ  and  the  sincere  practice  of  Christ's 
method  of  thinking  and  living,  any  person  can  have  an  amaz- 
ing new  life. 


plete   surrender.     It   is   fellow- 
shipping  through  the  greatest  of 
all  fellowships.     Prayer   is    es- 
sential. 
There    are    many    enjoyable 


ways  of  developing  personal  de- 
votions. I  hope  through  sincere 
and  conscientious  effort  I  may 
find  more  of  them  as  I  travel 
along  life's  road,  so  that  I  may 


better  experience  the  things 
that  are  lasting  and  eternal.  De- 
veloping personal  devotions  is 
my  favorite  hobby.  It  is,  in- 
deed, an  "engrossing  pursuit." 


EDITORIAL 


In  Appreciation 

RECENTLY,  a  suggestion  was 
made  to  this  office  that  the 
work  of  some  of  the  faithful 
servants  of  the  church  be  lifted  up 
before  the  entire  Brotherhood  so 
that  our  people  could  pray  for 
them  with  greater  intelligence  and 
deeper  earnestness.  Accordingly, 
in  this  and  subsequent  Messengers 
brief  statements  of  appreciation 
will  be  written  dealing  with  sev- 
eral differing  kinds  of  workers  in 
the  kingdom. 

Our  Foreign  Workers 

We  commission  our  foreign 
workers  with  the  laying  on  of 
hands;  we  send  them  out  with 
the  Chautauqua  salute  at  Annu- 
al Conference  and  with  fare- 
wells at  the  boat.  Sometimes  we 
regard  their  work  as  glamorous. 
Occasionally  we  envy  them  their 
opportunities  to  see  the  faraway 
places  of  the  earth.  We  may  not 
think  enough  about  the  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  which  will 
confront  them. 

We  should  remember  that 
they  are  going  away  from  their 
own  homes  and  from  their  own 
people.  Perhaps  their  parents 
are  old  and  may  not  be  living 
when  they  return.  Some  boat- 
side  farewells  must  be  forever  as 
far  as  this  earth  is  concerned. 
Because  foreign  workers  must 
leave  their  home  communities, 
the  people  they  have  known  all 
their  lives,  the  situations  with 
which  they  are  familiar,  the 
land  which  they  have  called 
their  homeland  there  are  often 
behind  -  the  -  scene  heartaches 
which  many  people  do  not  know 
about. 

A  second  difficulty  which  con- 
fronts foreign  workers  centers 
in    their    own    families.     They 


would  like  to  have  normal  fami- 
lies the  same  as  any  of  the  rest 
of  us.  But  the  rearing  of  a  fam- 
ily in  a  different  civilization  and 
culture  is  not  easy. 

What  about  schools?  There 
may  be  no  schools  to  which  the 
children  can  go  until  they  have 
returned  to  America.  What 
about  their  playmates?  They 
may  need  to  grow  up  in  a  cul- 
ture which  will  be  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  they 
will  live  during  their  adult  lives. 
Can  they  grow  up  properly  in 
one  culture  and  be  prepared  to 
live  later  in  another?  How  long 
can  the  family  remain  together? 
Will  it  be  necessary  for  the  par- 
ents and  the  children  to  be  sep- 
arated when  the  children  are 
only  six  or  eight  years  old  in 
order  that  they  may  have  edu- 
cational advantages  in  America 
while  their  parents  return  to  the 
foreign  country?  As  young  for- 
eign workers  plan  for  their  own 
homes  and  families  their  prob- 
lems are  many. 

Another  question  which  con- 
fronts them  concerns  their  own 
futures.  How  much  certainty 
can  they  have  concerning  it? 
Will  their  health  hold  up  when 
they  must  eat  different  kinds  of 
food,  live  in  a  climate  different 
from  that  in  which  they  were 
brought  up?  Will  the  country 
into  which  they  are  going  be 
overridden  by  wars  and  may 
they  need  to  spend  some  time 
in  concentration  or  prison  camps 
before  they  get  home  again?  Or 
if  their  lives  can  be  lived  out 
fairly  normally,  what  about 
their  old  age?  If  their  health 
gives  way  at  an  earlier  age  than 
it  would  in  the  homeland,  will 


they  be  taken  care  of?  Can  they 
provide  proper  medical  attention 
for  their  children  when  doctors 
and  dentists  are  far  between? 

Deciding  to  work  overseas  is 
not  an  easy  decision  to  make.  To 
those  who  have  counted  the  cost 
and  have  gone  out  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  we  owe  our  appreci- 
ation. 

But  something  should  be  said 
on  the  other  side.  There  are  re- 
wards which  come  to  overseas 
workers.  And  these  rewards  are 
not  small. 

One  of  the  greatest  is  that  un- 
der the  work  of  their  hands  they 
can  see  the  kingdom  of  God 
grow.  Perhaps  they  moved  into 
a  community  where  Christianity 
was  unknown.  There  in  their 
own  lifetimes  they  can  see  a 
church  spring  up.  They  can  see 
it  send  out  its  own  missionaries. 
They  can  see  something  of  the 
spirit  of  apostolic  Christianity  at 
work.  These  overseas  workers 
can  feel  themselves  to  be  an  on- 
going part  of  the  great  work  of 
the  kingdom.  They  can  feel 
themselves  to  be  in  God's  will. 
That  is  a  reward  which  is  be- 
yond expressing  in  words. 

Another  reward  is  that  they 
do  see  the  far  places  of  the  earth. 
They  learn  that  the  places  in 
which  they  lived  and  which  they 
called  home  are  only  small 
places  among  God's  total  crea- 
tion.. They  learn  that  there 
are  other  cultures  older  than 
theirs  and  perhaps  more  ad- 
vanced than  theirs;  that  there 
are  other  philosophies  which  are 
filled  with  great  and  beautiful 
truths.    They   learn   that   there 
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are  neighborly  people  every- 
where; that  the  world  is  big  and 
that  God  is  good. 

Still  another  reward  is  that 
their  own  family  relationships 
are  likely  to  develop  into  very 
strong  loyalties.  Since  they  live 
in  a  different  culture  and  since 
the  people  all  around  them  speak 
a  different  language,  the  chances 
are  that  their  own  family  will 
come  to  lean  very  heavily  upon 
each  other  and  that  family  at- 
tachments will  be  built  up  which 
no  miles  of  separation  later  in 
life  can  destroy  or  relax. 

Overseas  workers  will  likely 
develop    a    very    close    kinship 


with  God.  They  are  working 
hand  in  hand  with  him  for  his 
great  kingdom's  sake.  The  tasks 
are  too  great  for  them  to  do 
alone.  They  become  friends  of 
God. 

Most  of  these  things  can  be  de- 
veloped at  home  as  well  and 
many  people  do  develop  them. 
But  for  those  who  work  in  other 
lands,  they  become  necessities. 

Our  appreciation  should  go  out 
to  our  overseas  workers.  We 
should  lift  them  up  to  God  in  our 
prayers  and  share  with  them 
through  letters  and  friendship. 
May  God  bless  our  foreign 
workers. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


In  the  Eighty-first  Congress 

THIS  session  of  Congress  is  mov- 
ing along.  So  far  not  so  much 
grist  has  come  out  of  the  mill 
but  there  are  some  important  grists 
for  the  grinder  to  work  upon. 

The  following  are  a  few  that  are 
in  the  hopper  or  are  waiting  to  get 
into  it. 

1.  Will  Alaska,  Puerto  Rico  and 
Hawaii  be  granted  statehood?  There 
seem  to  be  few  convincing  reasons 
why  statehood  should  not  be  granted. 
The  United  Stales  may  be  able  to 
offer  convincing  leadership  in  "colo- 
nial administration"  if  our  statesmen 
are  smart  enough  and  willing. 

2.  Will  we  legislate  seriously  con- 
cerning civil  rights?  This  is  such  a 
good  political  football  that  the  legis- 
lators may  refuse  to  do  anything 
about  it  other  than  try  to  use  it  as  a 
vote  catcher  for  many  years  to  come. 
However,  there  are  a  few  legislators, 
likely  very  few,  who  have  strong 
convictions  concerning  civil  rights. 
South  Africa  and  the  U.S.A.  are 
eliciting  some  pity  from  the  rest  of 
the  world  for  their  lack  of  realism 
as  they  face  the  civil  rights  issue. 

3.  Will  federal  aid  be  granted  to 
education?  This  is  another  issue 
which  is  tied  up  in  prejudice,  fear, 
religious  apprehension  and  states' 
rights.  While  we  dodge  those  buga- 
boos, the  children  suffer;  their  edu- 
cational opportunities  are  exceeding- 
ly unequal.  Some  steps  forward  may 
be  taken  but  it  is  unlikely  that  this 
problem  (like  number  2  above)  will 
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be  completely  solved  until  some  of 
our  social  fears  have  been  outgrown. 

4.  Is  it  safe  to  grant  equal  rights 
to  women?  This  will  likely  be  sub- 
mitted as  a  proposed  Constitutional 
amendment?  If  it  is  passed,  it  may 
affect  women's  income  in  some  jobs 
and  professions  as  well  as  the  ease 
with  which  they  can  get  into  certain 
professions.  But  not  to  grant  such 
equality  legally  is  to  place  ourselves 
as  less  "free  and  enlightened"  than 
certain  "more  backward"  countries 
where  such  equality  seems  already  to 
have  been  granted. 

5.  Will  the  $1,229,240  which  was 
earned  by  conscientious  objectors 
and  set  aside  in  a  frozen  fund  be 
utilized  now  for  world-wide  relief? 
Walter  Judd  has  introduced  such  a 
bill.  A.  S.  Sabath  is  chairman  of 
House  Rules  Committee  which  could 
bring  the  bill  to  the  floor.  Actually, 
the  amount  above  is  only  one  tenth 
of  the  amount  earned  by  the  CO's 
who  worked  without  pay  during  the 
war  but  it  is  all  that  is  in  the  frozen 
fund. 

6.  Will  Congress  implement  the 
President's  point  four?  The  Presi- 
dent suggested  that  we  help  the 
"backward"  or  colonial  peoples  of  the 
world  to  the  place  where  they  can 
help  themselves  to  a  fuller  realiza- 
tion of  their  possibilities.  Some 
maintain  that  such  action,  if  altru- 
istically undertaken,  would  be  the 
surest  guarantee  that  these  areas 
would  not  come  under  Communist 
dominance.  They  believe  such  aid 
would  be  a  long  step  toward  world 
community  and  world  peace.  Others 
say  we  cannot  afford  it  or  we  are 


not  the  world's  Santa  Claus. 

7.  Shall  wholesale  interstate  liquor 
advertising  be  curbed?  Many 
churchmen  and  temperance  groups 
spoke  for  this.  It  was  opposed  by 
certain  industrial  and  advertising 
agencies. 

8.  Shall  river  valley  develop- 
ments similar  to  TVA  be  extended 
to  the  Missouri  River  and  the  Colum- 
bia River?  Some  decry  such  de- 
velopments as  socialistic.  Others  say 
they  are  musts  if  we  would  preserve 
our  natural  resources  and  conserve 
our  soil  which  is  perhaps  the  most 
valuable  natural  resource  of  all. 

9.  Shall  selective  service  be  ex- 
tended when  it  expires  on  June  24? 
The  administration  favors  extension 
for  three  years.  There  seems  to  be 
little  need  for  it  and  it  is  very  ex- 
pensive. It  has  cost  $914  to  draft 
each  man  because  of  all  of  the  over- 
head involved.  Selective  service  has 
not  been  used  for  some  time  since 
there  are  more  volunteer  recruits 
than  the  military  needs  at  present. 

There  are  other  bills  in  the  offing 
also.  They  involve  immigration 
policy,  American-Indian  affairs,  so- 
cial security,  rent  controls,  the 
Taft-Hartley  Law,  housing  displaced 
persons,  genocide  and  so  on. 

It  is  hard  for  congressmen  to  know 
how  to  vote  on  these  issues  when 
they  weigh  their  votes  against  their 
own  political  futures — that  is,  when 
the  issues  are  used  as  political  ruses 
and  political  footballs.  It  is  easier 
for  them  to  know  how  to  vote  when 
the  issues  are  judged  on  a  basis  of 
right  and  wrong. 

If  we  can  get  more  congressmen 
to  represent  us  who  are  willing  to 
vote  on  the  rightness  or  wrongness 
of  issues  rather  than  totally  on  a 
basis  of  political  expediency,  we  will 
have  strengthened  our  country  and 
our  position  in  the  world.  These 
better  congressmen  will  not  come 
into  being  unless  Christians  bring 
them  into  being. 

Until  this  is  done,  we  will  need  to 
continue  to  express  to  our  congress- 
men our  understanding  as  Christians 
concerning  the  rights  and  wrongs  of 
some  of  the  issues  before  them. 

Be  Careful 

In  the  Y.M.C.A.  room  of  a  certain 
college  there  hangs  a  sign  which 
reads  thus:  "Be  careful  how  you 
live;  you  may  be  the  only  Bible 
some  people  read." 

Be  careful  in  your  work  and  in 
your  play.  Someone  is  always 
watching  you  and  you  will  either 
hinder  or  help. — Julia  Graydon,  Har- 
risburg,  Pa. 


"O  God  of  peace,  who  hast  taught  us  that 

in  returning  and  rest  we  shall  be  saved, 

in  quietness  and  in  confidence  shall  be 

our  strength" 


F.  C.  Neuman 

Elizabethtown  College 
Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


The  Value  of  Spiritual  Tranquillity 


IN  HIS  first  epistle  to  the  Thes- 
salonians  (4:11),  Paul  gives 
valuable  counsel  for  success- 
ful living.  He  says:  "And  that 
ye  study  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do 
your  own  business,  and  to  work 
with  your  own  hands,  as  we 
commanded  you."  Even  im- 
prisonment was  no  obstacle  to 
Paul's  spiritual  tranquillity. 

What  nobler  study  can  there 
be  than  the  study  of  how  to  be 
quiet?  Stillness  is  strength;  ex- 
citement is  weakness. 

How  do  you  feel  when  your 
day's  work  is  over?  Are  you 
able  to  be  so  quiet  that  you  hear 
that  still  small  voice  through 
which  the  Lord  speaks  to  you? 
I  linger  a  moment  in  the  quiet 
classroom  after  the  young  men 
have  scattered  to  their  homes. 
I  think  of  them  seriously  in  the 
loneliness  of  the  classroom  and 


ask  myself  whether  or  not  I  was 
able  to  enrich  someone's  under- 
standing and  to  strengthen  some- 
one's character.  I  cannot  hear 
this  still  small  voice  in  the  rush 
of  my  daily  work  between  tests 
and  lectures,  teaching  and  argu- 
ing. I  have  to  wait  until  my  soul 
gets  quiet. 

As  a  father,  before  I  go  to 
bed  I  cannot  help  taking  a  final, 
fleeting  look  at  my  little  boy 
after  his  mother  puts  him  to 
bed.  There  is  perfect  quietness 
within  me  and  around  me.  And 
while  I  am  looking  at  my  little 
boy  I  hear  the  still  small  voice 
again  that  asks  me:  Are  you 
worthy  of  this  little  companion 
that  makes  your  life  so  beauti- 
ful? Were  you  kind  and  firm 
and  cheerful  enough  with  him 
as  the  sun  was  running  its  daily 
course?   And  did  you  make  any 


contribution  today  or  yesterday 
in  directing  his  will  and  his  in- 
stincts to  a  meaningful  purpose 
in  his  future  life?  These  and 
similar  questions  occur  only  in 
the  quietness  of  our  souls. 

Sometimes  I  observe  waiters 
nervously  rushing  from  table  to 
table  in  the  restaurants;  I  see 
hungry,  impatient  guests  who 
make  the  waiters  even  more 
nervous.  I  think  of  preachers 
who  are  yelling  and  scolding  and 
I  think  of  newspapermen  whose 
only  ambition  consists  of  stir- 
ring up  the  lowest  instincts  like 
rabble  rousers  at  public  meet- 
ings. And  I  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion how  much  happier  could 
they  make  themselves  and  us 
if  they  followed  St.  Paul's  ad- 
vice to  be  quiet.    A  quiet  mind 
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The  Cardinal 


Lina  N.  Stoner 

A  gleeful  cardinal  up  in  a  tree 

Warbles  his  message  in  sheer  ecstasy. 

"Now  tell  me,  my  beauty,  who  taught  you  your 

song 
That  cheers  and  inspires  me  all  day  long? 
Where  did  you  get  your  plumage  so  grand 
Fashioned  for  you  by  some  master  hand?" 

He  perched  himself  on  the  highest  bough 
And  said  in  his  language;  "I'll  tell  you  now; 
God  is  my  Father,  he  taught  me  to  sing. 
He  gave  me  my  mantle,  he  guides  my  wing. 
I  sing  to  his  children,  I  love  their  ways; 
My  spirit  soars  upward,  I'm  thrilled  with  his 
praise." 


keeps  us  in  events  but  above 
them.  It  makes  us  keenly  aware 
of  and  responsive  to  every  sob 
or  smile.  We  can  share  political 
parties  or  literary  movements 
but  the  quiet  mind  keeps  us 
from  completely  losing  ourselves 
in  any  of  them. 

I  thank  God  for  being  able  to 
be  quiet  and  to  preserve  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  objectivity.  How 
else  would  I  have  been  able  to 
survive  all  the  terrors  of  com- 
munism and  fascism  in  my  birth 
city,  Vienna?  I  never  believed  in 
the  greatness  or  even  original- 
ity of  Adolf  Hitler.  Nazism  as 
well  as  communism  is  as  old  as 
mankind.  Their  fruits  are  the 
unchanging  fruits  of  pride,  cru- 
elty and  theft.  They  were  throw- 
ing my  most  precious  books  out 
of  the  window;  they  were  burn- 
ing them.  They  compelled  me  to 
wash  their  dirty  Nazi  cars.  They 
called  me  on  the  telephone  at 
midnight,  forcing  me  to  walk  to 
distant  places;  they  deprived  me 
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of  my  home,  of  my  job,  of  my 
fatherland,  but  I  never  got  ex- 
cited. The  quietness  of  my  soul 
finally  disarmed  them. 

In  times  of  revolutions  and 
persecutions  you  can  succeed 
only  with  your  spiritual  weap- 
ons, with  your  calmness,  with 
your  self-control,  with  your  un- 
shakable faith  that  the  good  in 
man  will  and  must  prevail.  I 
saw  in  Vienna  within  one  gener- 
ation kings,  Fascists,  and  Com- 
munists rise  and  fall.  I  saw  the 
parading  of  thousands  of  men 
and  women  in  long,  dense  lines 
expressing  in  delirious  shouts 
their  worship  for  emperors, 
fuhrers  and  comrades.  On  my 
part  it  was  mortally  dangerous 
not  to  participate  in  their  emo- 
tional orgies,  but  I  kept  quiet! 
I  saw  huge  posts  in  many  Ger- 
man cities,  posts  as  big  as  houses, 
with  slogans:  "We  thank  God 
for  Hitler"  or  "Hitler  makes 
History"  or  "The  world  belongs 
to  Germany."  But  I  kept  quiet, 
because  I  knew  it  was  false 
prophecy. 


I  believe  in  the  eternal  values 
of  religion.  I  believe  that  right 
and  truth  are  fundamentally  in- 
dependent of  events,  people  and 
seasons.  You  and  I  know  that 
hatred  enslaves  and  injures  the 
hater.  If  we  hate  Negroes  or 
Jews  or  Catholics,  we  only  de- 
prive ourselves  of  the  fullness 
of  life  and  we  make  a  prison  for 
ourselves.  Do  not  let  us  forget 
that  we  are  living  through  an  ex- 
tremely stormy  period.  Hurri- 
canes are  raging.  How  can  we 
meet  these  hurricanes?  Only 
through  our  determination  to 
keep  quiet  and  to  keep  faith  in 
the  ideals  and  unsurpassed  eth- 
ical values  of  our  religion.  That 
does  not  mean  that  we  want  to 
flee  from  any  tempest,  however 
strong,  or  avoid  any  struggle, 
however  furious,  but  we  should 
like  to  belong  among  those  who, 
without  any  shadow  of  self- 
righteousness,  may  feel  that  we 
have  a  strong  foundation  in  our 
faith  and  that  this  faith  will 
eventually  restore  the  world 
and,  I  hope,  a  better  world. 
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IF  ONE  were  searching  for 
a  single  word  to  describe  the 
meaning  of  the  days  through 
which  this  generation  is  pass- 
ing, he  might  well  make  use  of 
the  word  gestation."  Not  child- 
birth, to  be  sure:  but  "world- 
birth."  The  parents  of  cosmo- 
politanism and  nationalism  are 
giving  life  to  a  one-world  cul- 
ture. Or  if  you  want  to  use  a 
theological  term,  you  could  say 
that  the  religious  cultures  of  the 
past  are  giving  way  to  ecumen- 
icity. The  mood  of  humanity  in 
this  hour  is  a  strange  mixture  of 
two  contradictory  emotions  — 
agony  and  exaltation,  fear  and 
expectation.  We  are  deathly 
afraid  of  losing  our  security  but 
at  the  same  time,  we  are  look- 
ing longingly  for  a  brighter  and 
a  better  day. 

The  revolution  of  the  twenti- 
eth century  is  sweeping  us  either 
into  the  face  of  the  most  destruc- 
tive peril  ever  witnessed,  or  into 
the  face  of  the  most  glorious  op- 
portunity ever  imagined.  The 
revolution  of  this  century  is  no 
respecter  of  persons  or  institu- 
tions. For  the  first  time  in  re- 
corded history,  a  global  age  is 
wrapping  all  mankind  with  a 
single  garment  of  destiny  and  is 
willing  a  common  fate  for  us  all 
regardless  of  nationality,  race  or 
creed.  The  precise  form  which 
the  common  life  will  take  in  the 
new  age  which  is  being  born  no 
one  dare  forecast  at  this  moment. 

In  this  kind  of  a  world  the 
Protestant  church  in  general  and 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
particular  find  themselves  in  this 
year  of  our  Lord.  And  the  lay- 
man has  a  much  greater  voice  in 
determining  what  the  role  of  the 
church  of  tomorrow  shall  be  than 
most  of  us  are  willing  to  admit. 

Current  threats  and  challenge 

One  of  the  forces  of  which  the 
churchmen  of  this  age  must  take 


Jesse  D.  Reber 

Associate    Executive    Secretary- 
Pennsylvania  Council  of  Churches 


careful  recognition  is  the  new 
ideologies  which  are  calling  for 
men's  allegiance.  Communism  is 
currently  the  most  aggressive  of 
these,  but  they  have  recently  in- 
cluded fascism  and  national  so- 
cialism. These  idologies  demand 
undivided  allegiance  of  their  ad- 
herents. They  may  tolerate  re- 
ligion, but  they  do  so  grudgingly. 
Russian  communism  has  frankly 
proclaimed  that  religion  is  the 
opiate  of  the  people. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  appeal  of 
communism  is  the  fact  that  it 
promises  to  give  the  common 
man  status.  To  many  millions 
who  have  been  virtually  en- 
slaved either  by  politics  or  by 
economic  poverty,  this  promise 
of  freedom  is  alluring.  The  re- 
cent military  victory  of  commu- 
nism has  had  the  effect  of  adding 
great  prestige  to  its  boast,  so 
much  so,  that  communism  has  ac- 
quired more  disciples  in  thirty- 
two  years  than  the  Christian 
church  in  eighteen  centuries. 

The  second  force  of  the  twenti- 
eth century  which  threatens  the 
very  foundations  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  is  the  growing  pow- 
er of  the  state.  The  state  is  as- 
suming more  and  more  of  the 
functions  which  once  belonged 
to  the  church.  I  call  your  at- 
tention to  three  aspects  of  this 
problem. 

In  some  of  the  totalitarian 
states  which  have  been  hostile 
to  the  church  a  determined  ef- 
fort has  been  made  to  deprive  the 
church  of  educating  its  youth. 
-  Also,  in  the  early  church  and 
for  many  years  thereafter,  one 
of  the  chief  functions  of  the 
church  was  to  feed  the  hungry 
and  to  heal  the  sick.  Today  we 
expect  the  state  to  care  for  many 


phases  of  human  need.  To  meet 
these  needs  taxes  have  mounted 
and  are  continuing  to  mount  and 
consequently  have  cut  into 
sources  of  gifts  to  the  church. 

Perhaps  the  most  sinister  influ- 
ence of  this  state  power  is  the 
claim  the  state  makes  for  the 
loyalty  of  men.  The  early  Chris- 
tians insisted  that  if  it  came  to 
a  choice,  they  would  serve  God 
rather  than  men.  The  martyr- 
doms of  the  first  century  were 
largely  on  this  issue. 

A  third  force  in  our  culture 
which  is  either  a  threat  or  a 
challenge  to  the  church  is  what 
may  be  called  secularism.  Sec- 
ularism insists  that  the  main  goal 
of  life  is  to  be  obtained  not 
through  the  Christian  faith,  but 
in  achieving  food,  clothing  and 
shelter,  and  improving  "the 
standard  of  living."  If  the  church 
of  Christ  is  to  live,  it  must  also 
meet  head  on  and  solve  this 
problem. 

Finally,  let  me  call  your  at- 
tention to  another  influence  in 
our  modern  civilization  which 
threatens  the  effectiveness  of  the 
church.  The  present  century  has 
witnessed  a  vast  dislocation  of 
population  which  has  made  it 
increasingly  difficult  for  a  sec- 
tarian church  to  follow  its  mem- 
bers. Someone  has  estimated 
that  forty-two  per  cent  of  all  the 
people  living  in  the  United 
States  have  moved  at  least  once 
since  1940. 

These  then  are  some  of  the 
problems  which  the  church  of 
tomorrow  will  have  to  deal  with. 
Will  we  let  them  overwhelm  us 
and  destroy  us?  Or  will  we  ac- 
cept the  challenge  and  make 
them  opportunities  to  build  and 
support  the  kind  of  a  church 
which  in  the  name  and  the  power 
of  Christ  can  successfully  cope 
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with  the  most  complicated  and 
the  most  far-reaching  problems. 
If  the  latter  is  our  aim,  what  kind 
of  a  church  will  it  take  to  con- 
quer the  forces  which  destroy 
men,  both  body  and  soul?  If  the 
church  survives  to  serve  future 
generations,  and  I  believe  it  will, 
it  will  be  a  church  which  adapts 
itself  to  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
age  it  serves. 

March  and  retreat 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
not  a  static  and  finished  mechan- 
ism: it  is  rather  a  dynamic  or- 
ganism. 

Professor  Kenneth  S.  Latou- 
rette  detects  four  epochs  of 
march  and  retreat  in  the  history 
of  the  church.  The  earliest, 
stemming  directly  from  the  ini- 
tial impulse  in  the  life,  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus,  carried  the 
Christian  movement  roughly 
through  five  centuries,  until  it 
had  penetrated  almost  every  out- 
post in  the  then  known  world. 

But  then  the  church  began  to 
live  on  the  fat  of  the  land  and 
during  the  next  five  hundred 
years  its  decline  was  steady,  un- 
til by  the  tenth  century  Chris- 
tianity had  been  reduced  to  a 
fraction  of  its  great  previous 
strength. 

Then  about  950  A.  D.  some- 
thing happened.  Men  once  more 
became  willing  to  live  and  to 
die  for  Christ  and  his  cause. 
They  saw  a  world  desperately 
in  the  need  of  the  healing  power 
of  Christ.  They  set  their  minds 
and  bodies  to  work  in  bringing 
Christ  to  their  world.  So  once 
again  Christianity  began  to  ex- 
tend itself  far  beyond  its  earlier 
borders.  More  than  that,  it  set 
the  cultural  pattern  in  Europe 
and  for  some  of  the  rest  of  the 
world  for  several  hundred  years. 
But  again  vitality  slackened  and 
decay  set  in,  until  the  sixteenth 
century  found  a  thoroughly  cor- 
rupt and  dissipated  church. 

The  sixteenth  century  reform- 
ers found  the  Bible  and  trans- 


Thinking   About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

The  Faith  That  Sustained  the  Church 
Acts  21:  7—26:  32;  Rom.  5: 1-8;  Heb.  12: 1-3;  1  John  1 


An  Unstoppable  Faith 

After  Paul  had  been  converted  and 
his  faith  began  to  manifest  itself  in 
Christian  action,  there  was  nothing 
which  could  stop  him.  He  was  stoned 
and  left  for  dead,  he  was  beaten 
and  he  was  shipwrecked,  but  no  mat- 
ter where  he  was  or  what  happened 
to  him,  he  continued  his  testimony 
and  told  of  his  faith.  He  said,  "I 
continue  witnessing,  both  to  small 
and  great."  When  he  was  brought 
bound  before  King  Aprippa,  he  used 
the  occasion  to  speak  of  his  faith. 
The  Basis  of  Such  a  Faith 

Paul  was  like  one  who  had  been 
dead  and  had  come  back  to  life.  He 
had  had  a  personal  experience  with 
the  Lord.  He  liked  to  point  out  that 
Jesus  had  made  a  special  manifesta- 
tion to  him. 

Two  things  were  very  clear  in  his 
mind.  One  was  that  Jesus  lived. 
There  were  no  doubts  in  his  mind 
about  the  resurrection,  for  he  had 


beheld  Jesus  alive  and  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father.  He  had  heard 
his  voice  and  had  felt  his  power. 

The  second  thing  was  that  Christ 
had  died  not  for  his  friends  alone  or 
even  for  the  righteous  but  "in  that 
while  we  were  yet  sinners  Christ 
died,  for  us." 

The  continuing  basis  of  Paul's  un- 
quenchable   faith    was    that    Jesus 
lives. 
What  to  Do  With  Such  Faith 

But  Paul  could  no  more  think  of 
binding  up  such  a  faith  within  him- 
self than  he  could  think  of  denying 
it  openly.  Now  that  he  had  it  there 
was  only  one  thing  to  do  about  it; 
that  was  to  proclaim  it  and  live  it. 
He  said,  "Let  us  lay  aside  every 
weight  and  the  sin  that  does  so  easily 
beset  us  and  let  us  run  with  patience 
the  race  which  is  set  before  us." 
That  to  him  was  the  only  possible 
manifestation  of  faith. 

Let  us  live  it  and  teach  it. 
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lated  it  into  the  vernacular  of 
the  people.  Bible  reading  became 
very  popular.  In  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  men  found  Christ  once 
more  as  their  Lord  and  Savior 
whose  grace  saved  all  who  had 
faith  to  believe  on  him.  In  the 
upswing  of  this  third  epoch  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  was 
born. 

But  once  more  the  progress 
curve  dipped  downward,  though 
not  for  long.  Some  of  us  still  re- 
member the  enthusiasm  and  the 
early  progress  of  this  fourth 
epoch.  It  was  characterized  by 
the  slogan,  "The  evangelization 
of  the  world  in  this  generation." 
When  the  Bible  study  movement 
got  beyond  the  scholars  and 
reached  the  common  man  the 
Great  Commission  was  discov- 
ered and  literally  thousands  of 
young  people  gave  their  lives 
and  Christians  at  home  gave 
their  millions  to  carry  the  gospel 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
world. 

Ah,  but  wait  a  minute.  Do 
you  remember  1914?  One  morn- 


ing we  awoke  and  heard  that  a 
royal  prince  had  been  shot  and 
that  incident  set  off  the  greatest 
human  slaughter  known  to  his- 
tory up  to  that  time.  Then  you 
remember  that  when  the  world 
had  exhausted  itself  it  had  to 
stop  fighting,  and  when  the  fight- 
ing ceased,  we  began  to  say, 
"Never  again."  And  for  twenty- 
five  years  we  kept  on  saying, 
"Never  again."  But  all  the  while 
we  were  getting  ready  to  do  it 
again.  What  happened  to  the 
Christian  message?  Had  it  not 
covered  the  earth?  What  was 
wrong?  Can't  the  Christian  gos- 
pel meet  the  needs  of  an  age 
that  is  characterized  by  "a  one- 
world  culture,"  and  the  atomic 
bomb? 

Perhaps  we  should  go  back 
and  examine  our  preaching  of 
that  day.  If  we  did  we  would 
find  that  the  message  of  Christ 
was  diluted,  maybe  diluted  with 
too  much  Brethrenism  and  Lu- 
theranism  and  Presbyterianism, 
etc.  Certainly  we  diluted  the 
message  of  Christ  with  too  much 


Western  culture  and  secularism. 

A  denomination  is  a  more  or 
less  static  mechanism  which  can- 
not save  man  in  an  age  like  this. 
Commitment  to  a  sect  or  sub- 
scribing to  a  folkway  cannot  save 
men.  That  is  what  Martin  Luther 
discovered  when  he  found  the 
Bible.  By  grace  through  faith 
are  we  saved.  In  Jesus  Christ 
alone  is  there  salvation. 

Yes,  we  are  entering  upon  a 
new  epoch.  For  fifty  years  or 
more,  some  farsighted  men  have 
been  dreaming  and  talking  and 
working  for  it.  In  1948  at  Am- 
sterdam, Holland,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  was  offi- 
cially born.  Over  140  denomina- 
tions came  together  and  said,  "In 
the  name  of  Christ  we  are  going 
to  stay  together  to  work  together 
in  those  areas  in  which  we  find 
agreement.  We  are  going  to  stay 
together  to  study  in  those  areas 
in  which  we  have  not  yet  found 
agreement." 

Division  is  wrong 

No,  I  am  not  contending  that 
unity  is  the  only  characteristic 
needed  in  the  church  of  tomor- 
row. But,  thank  God,  we  have 
come  to  see  that  until  there  is 
more  unity  in  the  church  of 
Christ,  it  will  not  be  strong 
enough  to  meet  the  demands  of 
this  new  age  regardless  of  what 
its  other  characteristics  are. 
Divisions  are  wrong  because  they 
ignore  the  spirit  and  teachings 
of  Christ.  In  the  greatest  hour  of 
agony  in  all  of  his  life,,  Jesus 
prayed  earnestly  for  the  unity  of 
his  followers,  those  living  and 
those  yet  to  be  born. 

Divisions  are  wrong  because 
they  are  unscriptural.  The  early 
Christians  after  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, were  "of  one  heart  and 
soul"  and  all  those  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  early  church 
know  what  a  power  these  Chris- 
tian pioneers  were. 

Divisions  are  wrong  because 
they  are  wasteful.  According  to 
Dr.  Charles  C.  Morrison,  there 
are  14,000  Roman  Catholic 
churches  in  this  country.    Prot- 


estants have  230,000  local  church- 
es. Protestantism  with  only  twice 
the  membership  of  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  supports 
seventeen  and  one-half  times  the 
number  of  churches.  Nearly  all 
these  churches  exist  side  by  side 
with  other  Protestant  churches 
in  small  and  large  communities. 

We  should  be  better  stewards 
of  the  resources  which  God  has 
given  us  than  we  are. 

Searching     for     the     ecumenical 
church 

This  consciousness  that  divi- 
sions are  wrong  is  not  peculiar 


Beatitude 

Edwin  E.  McDonald 

Pueblo,  Colorado 

The  twisted,  gnarled  skyline  oak. 
Withstanding    Nature's    vengeful 

stroke. 
Has  faced  each  season's  varied 

mood 
In  poignant,  mute  beatitude — 
This  scrubby  oak  stands  unaware. 
But  I  see  God's  great  handwork 

there. 


to  this  modern  age.  Down 
through  the  centuries  there  has 
been  a  continual  search  by  God- 
fearing men  for  the  ecumenical 
church. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  their 
failure  was  that  unity  was  sought 
on  the  wrong  basis.  Unity  was 
sought  on  the  basis  of  doctrine. 
Now  what  a  man  believes  is  very 
important.  But  sometimes  our 
so-called  convictions  are  nothing 
more  than  sanctified  prejudices. 
On  the  great  doctrines  of  God, 
Christ,  the  church  and  salvation 
there  is  general  agreement 
among  all  evangelical  Christians. 

Another  basis  for  unity  which 
"has  been  advocated  by  some  is 
organization.  But  what  we  need 
is  unity  and  not  uniformity.  The 
day  of  denominationalism  in  the 
Protestant  church  is  not  past.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  in  my  estima- 
tion it  would  be  a  major  tragedy 
to  swallow  up  our  denominations 
in  one  great  superorganization. 


I,  for  one,  want  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  to  live  and  to  grow 
and  to  work,  but  I  hope  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  realizes 
that  it  does  not  have  the  whole 
truth.  That  would  make  it  om- 
niscient. The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  does  have  a  truth,  per- 
haps several  truths.  When  you 
pool  the  Brethren  truths  with  the 
Lutheran,  Methodist  and  Presby- 
terian truths,  you  have  a  larger 
truth  than  the  Brethren  can  pos- 
sibly have.  In  the  final  analysis 
there  is  only  one  foundation  up- 
on which  the  Church  of  Christ 
can  be  built.  That  foundation  is 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

The  layman  is  especially  fitted 
to  make  a  large  contribution  to 
the  church  of  tomorrow  as  it 
meets  the  demands  of  the  new 
day  that  is  now  dawning  upon 
us.  In  his  everyday  life  the  lay- 
man lives  with  the  problems 
which  a  one-world  culture  and 
an  atomic  age  present.  The  lay- 
man has  long  been  conditioned 
to  see  the  need  for  co-operation. 
In  many  areas  of  business  and  in- 
dustry, smaller  units  have  found 
a  way  of  developing  a  co-opera- 
tive enterprise.  In  many  ways 
these  co  -  operative  enterprises 
are  reaching  around  the  world. 

Also,  of  necessity,  the  layman 
has  become  efficiency  minded. 
The  efficiency  of  a  given  enter- 
prise rests  upon  the  elimination 
of  waste. 

Down  through  the  centuries 
whenever  the  church  has  been 
most  effective,  it  has  been  char- 
acterized by  the  participation  of 
large  lay  forces.  So  shall  it  be 
tomorrow.  If  the  churches  of 
tomorrow  are  to  meet  the  de- 
mands which  are  upon  us,  the 
laymen  will  need  to  share  an  in- 
creasing responsibility  in  giving 
the  church  the  right  kind  of  sup- 
port and  guidance.  Certainly  the 
demands  of  this  hour  are  tre- 
mendous, but  our  resources  are 
sufficient,  if  in  the  name  of 
Christ  we  can  present  a  unified 
front  in  witnessing  to  the  gospel. 
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Brethren  and  the  Bible  Standard 


MAN  needs  a  standard  by 
which  to  measure  his  life, 
a  criterion  by  which  to 
determine  which  way  he  should 
move  in  thought,  word  and  deed. 
Such  a  standard  is  easily  acces- 
sible— the  Bible.  The  text  makes 
clear  this  proposition:  "All  scrip- 
ture is  given  by  inspiration  of 
God,  and  is  profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness; 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per- 
fect, throughly  furnished  unto 
all  good  works."  However,  it 
is  amazing  that  only  a  compara- 
tively few  folk  go  to  the  trouble 
of  studying  the  standard  in  or- 
der that  they  might  know  how 
to  make  their  lives  conform  to  it. 
Many  use  other  standards.  Some 
follow  the  dictates  of  their  con- 
science, or  are  influenced  by  pub- 
lic opinion.  Others  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  their  parents,  or  a 
hero  friend.  But  none  of  these 
things  can  serve  as  a  perfectly 
safe  criterion,  all  the  time.  To 
follow  these  patterns  may  mean 
that  one's  life  is  falling  far  short 
of  God's  ideal.  Therefore,  there 
is  only  one  infallible  guide  for 
men's  lives,  the  Bible.  It  is  the 
only  safe  standard  for  individu- 
als, families,  churches  and  na- 
tions. This  fact  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  from  its  inception. 

Only  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  can  man  know  the  way  of 
righteousness  and  be  prepared  to 
walk  thereon  in  Christian  con- 
duct. "All  scripture  is  .  .  .  prof- 
itable ...  for  instruction  in 
righteousness."  Goethe,  the 
greatest  figure  in  German  liter- 
ature, wrote,  "It  is  my  belief 
in  the  Bible,  the  fruit  of  deep 
meditation,  which  has  served  me 
as  the  guide  of  my  moral  and 
literary  life." 

Without  the  illuminating  pow- 
er of  the  Bible  man  errs,  stum- 


12 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Chas.  R.  Oberlin 

Marion,  Indiana 


bles  and  falls.  He  is  not  able  to 
discern  between  right  and 
wrong.  He  cannot  see  the  pit- 
falls of  the  devil.  But  thanks  be 
to  God,  a  correct  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  will  expel  all  darkness 
from  the  way,  and  man  can  walk 
in  safety.  David  said,  "Thy  word 
is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a 
light  unto  my  path." 

Many  of  the  admonitions  con- 
tained in  the  Scriptures  are  di- 
rected to  the  individual.  He  is 
urged  to  study,  to  live  and  to 
teach  others  its  sacred  message. 
This  fact  has  not  been  over- 
looked by  leaders  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Some  of  the 
passages  our  churchmen  fre- 
quently emphasize  in  their 
teaching,  in  order  to  help  indi- 
viduals appreciate  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  Bible  and  its  mes- 
sage are:  "Search  the  Scrip- 
tures." "Study  to  show  thyself 
approved  unto  God."  "Keep  the 
ordinances."  "Blessed  are  they 
that  do  his  commandments."  "If 
any  man  shall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy,  God  shall  take  away 


The  Word,  a  Witness 

John  H.  Arion 
Dayton,  Virginia 

Our  Savior  has  spoken. 
His  teaching  is  plain. 
His  lessons  are  easy. 
And  none  of  them  vain. 
His  light  is  yet  shining. 
His  truth  is  for  all. 
With  work  in  his  kingdom — 
For  great  and  for  small. 

The  Word  is  a  witness. 
That  all  may  now  hear. 
And  learn  of  these  lessons — 
So  rich,  and  so  dear. 
For  people  now  hearing 
Get  food  from  above. 
To  cheer  every  spirit 
And  fill  them  with  love. 


his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life." 
"So  then  every  one  of  us  shall 
give  account  of  himself  to  God." 

Moses  instructed  the  children 
of  Israel  to  regard  carefully  all 
of  the  commandments  and  stat- 
utes of  God.  The  head  of  each 
household  was  admonished  by 
him  to  teach  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  diligently  unto  his  chil- 
dren in  the  home,  both  morning 
and  evening.  "Therefore  .  .  . 
lay  up  these  my  words  in  your 
heart  .  .  .  teach  them  to  your 
children,  speaking  of  them  .  .  . 
when  thou  liest  down,  and  when 
thou  risest  up"  (Deut.  11:18-19). 
The  Word  of  God,  alone,  was  the 
standard  of  living  for  the  fami- 
lies of  Israel.  The  precepts  of 
the  Lord,  as  found  in  the  Bible, 
should  be  the  rule  of  practice 
for  the  lives  of  all  families  in  all 
generations.  Not  many  children 
have  become  delinquent  who 
were  raised  up  in  a  home  where 
the  Bible  was  revered. 

In  Brethren  family  life  the 
Bible  was  carefully  regarded  as 
the  only  safe  criterion  for  all 
conduct.  Whenever  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  validity  of  a 
proposal,  it  was  settled  by  the 
Bible.  A  question  frequently 
asked  in  conversation  among 
Brethren  was,  "What  does  the 
Bible  say  about  it?"  The  guid- 
ance of  the  Book  was  sought 
daily. 

The  apostolic  church  went  ev- 
erywhere preaching  the  gospel 
in  order  that  men  might  know 
its  message  and  be  influenced 
thereby  (Acts  8:4).  Paul  ad- 
monished Timothy  to  "preach 
the  word"  (2  Tim.  4:2).  Before 
ascending  to  his  Father,  Jesus 
said  to  the  eleven  disciples, 
"Teach  all  nations  ...  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you"  (Matt. 
28:19-20).  The  Scriptures  were 
greatly  revered  by  the  early 
church  and  they  were  the  basis 
of  all  its  teaching. 


The  precepts  of  the  Lord  should  be  the  rule  of  practice  for  the  lives 

of  all  families 


When  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren was  founded,  Alexander 
Mack  and  his  companions  used 
the  Bible  as  their  criterion.  They 
spent  much  time  in  searching 
the  Scriptures  and  in  prayer,  be- 
fore going  forward  in  the  great 
adventure  of  organizing  a 
church.  They  wanted  to  be  sure 
that  such  a  move  would  be  in 
harmony  with  the  will  of  God, 
and  that  every  tenet  of  faith  of 
the  new  church  be  found  in  the 
New  Testament.  In  referring  to 
the  days  just  before  the  organi- 
zation of  the  church  in  his  book, 
The  History  and  Doctrines  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Otho  Winger  says,  "They  mutu- 
ally agreed  to  lay  aside  all  hu- 
man creeds,  confessions  of  faith 
and  catechisms,  and  to  give 
themselves  individually,  by 
prayer  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
the  search  for  truth  in  God's 
Book,  and  having  found  it  to 
follow  it  wherever  it  might  lead 
them." 

Throughout  her  entire  exist- 
ence the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren has  been  careful  to  accept 
all  doctrines,  principles  and  rites 
taught  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  to  oppose  every  thing  op- 
posed by  it.  The  New  Testa- 
ment is  her  only  creed.  Her  Con- 
ference decisions  are  supported 


by  Scriptural  references.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  Sunday  school 
Scriptural  memorization  con- 
tests were  held.  Brethren 
preachers  in  those  days  were 
Bible  preachers.  Whatever  their 
subjects  every  point  was  made 
clear  by  use  of  Bible  references, 
quoted  or  read.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  is  truly  a  Bible 
church.  I  am  delighted  to  be 
a  member  of  such  a  church. 

Nations  willing  to  accept  as  a 
standard  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
as  recorded  in  the  Bible  will 
do  right.  And  what  a  change 
such  a  decision  would  make 
in  all  nations!  Instead  of  war 
there  would  be  peace.  Instead 
of  drunkenness  there  would  be 
soberness.  Instead  of  race  prej- 
udice there  would  be  race 
equality.  Instead  of  confusion 
and  unrest  there  would  be 
contentment.  Instead  of  cap- 
ital and  labor  troubles  there 
would  be  harmony  between 
employer  and  employee.  In- 
stead of  selfishness  there  would 
be  the  spirit  of  sharing  and 
a  practice  of  the  Golden  Rule. 
There  would  be  no  internation- 
al differences  that  could  not 
be  settled  by  arbitration.  The 
world  would  become  a  great 
brotherhood,  motivated  by  love 
and     goodwill.      Bunseru    once 


said,  "The  Bible  is  the  only 
cement  of  nations,  and  the  only 
cement  that  can  bind  religious 
hearts  together."  Following  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  would  make 
nations  Christian,  not  pagan. 
Problems,  arising  anywhere  and 
at  any  time  in  the  life  of  any 
nation,  would  be  more  easily 
solved. 

Even  our  scientists  have 
turned  to  the  leaders  of  religion 
as  a  means  of  protection  against 
a  possible  destruction  of  the 
world  by  deadly  weapons  of 
their  own  creation.  Yes,  my 
friends,  the  Bible  is  a  safe  cri- 
terion for  any  nation. 

The  Bible  indeed  is  the  Book 
of  books.  The  men  who  wrote 
it  were  inspired  (2  Tim.  3:16). 
As  a  guide  to  and  upon  the  way 
of  righteousness  it  is  infallible 
(Psa.  19:7;  119:105).  Every 
word  of  its  contents  is  spotless- 
ly pure  (Prov.  30:5;  Psa.  19:8). 
Its  message  is  immutable  (Matt. 
5:18).  It  cannot  be  destroyed 
(Psa.  119:89;  Luke  21:33).  All 
of  the  atheists  and  critics  of  the 
world  have  not  been,  nor  shall 
they  be,  able  to  destroy  it.  Je- 
sus once  said,  "Heaven  and  earth 
shall  pass  away,  but  my  words 
shall  not  pass  away." 

Because  of  these  characteris- 
tics, the  Bible  is  invaluable  as 
a  standard  in  the  life  of  indi- 
viduals, families,  churches  and 
nations.  The  founders  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  its 
leaders  throughout  the  years 
have  handed  down  to  the  chil- 
dren of  this  generation  a  sacred 
heritage  by  accepting  the  Bible 
as  their  only  criterion.  Let  us 
not  betray  their  reverence  and 
devotion  to  the  sacred  Book,  but 
keep  alive  this  heritage  by  giv- 
ing the  Bible  its  rightful  place 
in  all  of  life's  activities. 


0  how  love  I  thy  law! 

It  is  my  meditation  all  the  day. 

1  have  more  understanding  than 
all  my  teachers: 

For     thy     testimonies      are      my 
meditation. 


MARCH    18,   1950 
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Your  Dollars  in  Ecuador 

Benton  Rhoades 

HE  WHO  spends  other  peo- 
ple's money  ought  to  be 
ready  to  give  a  strict  ac- 
counting. Let  us  have  a  look  at 
expenditures  in  the  new  Ecuador 
mission  field  during  the  past 
three  years. 

The  first  dollars  sent  to  Ecua- 
dor by  the  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
mission were  spent  to  buy  twen- 
ty-five acres  of  land,  mostly 
wooded.  It  lies  in  the  edge  of 
the  Calderon  area,  one  of  the 
larger  and  more  needy  Indian 
areas  of  Ecuador. 

The  next  dollars  were  spent 
constructing  homes  for  three 
missionary  families.  We,  the 
Wolfe  and  Rhoades  families, 
have  established  ourselves  on 
this  land  to  live  as  farmers 
among  farmers.  One  residence 
remains  to  be  occupied  by  the 
next  missionary  family  to  join 
us,  probably  a  trained,  full-time 
agriculturist.  For,  besides  being 
our  home,  the  Bella  Vista  farm 
is  becoming  a  small  experiment 
station  where  we  try  out  prac- 
tices in  fertilizing,  cropping,  and 
livestock  care  for  this  area.  With 
the  money  that  you  send,  we  are 
able  to  try  new  things,  even  with 
the  possibility  of  occasional  fail- 
ure, in  order  to  learn  and  dem- 
onstrate to  the  Indian  farmer 
what  he  himself  cannot  afford 
to  chance  on  his  small  plot  until 
proved. 

Dollars  were  sent  to  purchase 
a  pick-up  truck  for  use  in  the 
farming  operation.  With  an  ex- 
tra seat  behind  and  a  canvas  roof, 
it  is  also  the  mission  car  for  two 
families.  In  the  same  way, 
equipment  and  machinery  have 
been  purchased,  from  time  to 
time,  when  necessary.  This 
equipment  consists  mostly  of 
hand  tools  except  for  the  electric 
plant,  feed  grinder,  power  tools 
for  woodworking,  and  a  moving 
picture  projector  which  shows 
educational  films  to  the  Indians 


massed  together  at  the  mission 
farm  each  Saturday  evening. 

Last  year  another  farm  was 
bought,  more  depleted  than  the 
first — around  seventy  acres  of 
hillside  in  need  of  reforestation 
and  around  thirty  acres  which  is 
tillable  but  fast  becoming  a  sys- 
tem of  ditches  for  want  of  sound 
conservation  practices.  This  farm 
lies  more  nearly  at  the  center  of 
the  community.  On  it  were  the 
remains  of  the  old  hacienda 
(houses,  stables,  church,  for- 
tress) from  which  a  large  part  of 
this  vast  area  was  once  feudally 
controlled.  This  old,  decaying 
building  (eleven  rooms,  one  win- 
dow) Brethren  funds  have  now 
repaired  into  an  attractive  school 
plant  complete  with  classroom, 
library,  shop,  dining  room  and 
kitchen,  office,  sleeping  rooms  for 
national  workers  and  chapel. 

The  new  evangelical  school  is 
just  ending  its  first  month  there. 
School  began  in  the  face  of 
definitely  organized  opposition 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
of  this  area.  This,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
families  without  schooling  and 
that  no  attempt  was  being  made 
by  the  existing  Roman  church  to 
meet  the  need.  Besides  school  in 
the  hacienda  vieja  (old  house), 
there  is  church  every  Sunday, 
medical  clinic  once  a  month  with 


a  doctor  on  that  day,  first-aid 
ministrations  daily,  Scriptures 
for  sale,  and  always  a  friendly 
welcome  to  those  who  come  to 
visit  and  play  at  sports  in  the 
old  patio  which  is  now  a  well- 
equipped  playground.  Our  next 
great  need  is  for  a  Brethren  doc- 
tor and  nurse  who  can  be  here 
on  the  job  every  day.  Opportuni- 
ties for  this  type  of  service  are 
increasing. 

This  property  is  yours,  Breth- 
ren, and  these  services  you  are 
making  possible.  The  people 
here  ask  us  often  who  pays  the 
bill.  We  tell  them  that  you 
Brethren  —  farmers,  teachers, 
businessmen,  workers — all  have 
given  and  continue  to  give  that 
they  might  know  Christ  and  the 
abundant  life.  The  people  pay 
some  small  fee  for  practically 
every  service  rendered  by  the 
mission  but  realize  that  it  is  in 
nowise  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
type  of  service  rendered.  They 
have  never  known  a  religion  of 
sharing  —  crumbs,  yes  —  but  not 
sharing.  Your  giving  and  sup- 
port of  this  work  is  to  these  peo- 
ple one  of  the  most  important 
and  amazing  things  about  your 
religion  and  mine.  By  it,  they 
are  moved  to  search  for  the  Lord 
who  sends  us  out  and  who  moves 
you  at  home  to  support  our  mis- 
sion here. 
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Our  first  mission  home  under  construction 


Songs,  Old  and  New 

Perry  L.  Huffaker 

West  Milton,   Ohio 

"You  may  break,  you  may  shat- 
ter the  vase  if  you  will, 
But  the  scent  of  the  roses  will 
remain  with  us  still." 

AS  YOU  open  the  crimson 
binding  of  the  long  expect- 
ed new  Brethren  hymnal 
the  "lavender  and  old  lace"  of 
nostalgic  hymns  will  steal  into 
your  musical  senses.  Mingled 
with  this  will  be  new  and  pun- 
gent scents  which  will  lift  your 
soul  in  musical  ecstasy.  Some 
musical  vases  which  have  con- 
tained for  you  an  old  poetic 
bouquet  may  have  succumbed 
to  the  dry-rot  of  nonusage.  Oth- 
er vases  may  have  been  shat- 
tered by  too  much  usage  or 
abuse.  In  many  such  cases  you 
will  find  their  flowers  of  thought 
blooming  in  new  musical  vases. 
As  you  further  examine  the 
page-shelves  of  the  new  hymnal, 
you  will  find  many  eternal  mu- 
sical  and  poetic  flowers,  which 
perpetually  bloom  in  the  reli- 
gious experiences  of  mankind. 

In  some  time-honored  musical 
vases  will  be  found  the  new 
flowering  of  poetic  thought.  Or 
some  vases  may  be  decorated 
with  new  designs  which  will 
help  to  enhance  their  useful- 
ness. Some  of  the  former  vases 
were  garishly  decorated  with 
much  afterbeat  and  echo.  These 
designs  have  been  simplified 
with  straightforward  harmonies, 
which  make  them  more  singable 
vehicles  for  the  interpretation  of 
the  text. 

A  Brethren  hymnal  would  not 
be  worthy  of  the  name  if  there 
were  not  some  bouquets  of  po- 
etic and  musical  thought  by 
Brethren  folks.  You  will  find 
the  perennial  genius  of  Bro.  Wm. 
Beery  gracing  the  musical  vases 
•  of  the  hymnal.  Other  new  vases 
will  be  placed  on  the  page- 
shelves  for  your  inspiration. 
New  Brethren  bouquets  of  mu- 
sical and  poetic  flowers  will  be 
found  in  new,   and   also   time- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear   Counselor, 

Perhaps  I  shouldn't  bother  you 
with  this  problem  of  mine  for  I  think 
I  know  what  I  should  do,  but  just 
need  some  re-enforcement  to  my  will 
in  the  matter. 

I  am  the  busy  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren and,  as  you  may  well  imagine, 
am  kept  on  the  go  from  rather  early 
in  the  morning  until  night.  Because 
of  the  fact  that  I  consider  my  chil- 
dren more  important  than  my  house, 
I  like  to  stop  my  work  and  give  them 
time  when  I  feel  they  need  me.  This 
practice  makes  it  difficult  to  schedule 
my  day  especially  since  I  have  much 
natural  schedule-resistance  within 
myself  to  contend  with.  Therefore, 
the  hours  push  me  around  my  work 
and  my  days  pass  without  my  find- 
ing time  for  personal  devotions. 

I  know  I  am  missing  help  which  I 
need  and  I  really  want  to  get  it  in. 
How  would  you  suggest  I  go  about 
doing  it  under  the  circumstances? 
A  Busy  Mother. 
Dear  Friend, 

This  may  sound  rather  blunt,  but 
I  feel  the  answer  to  your  problem 
lies  in  how  badly  you  want  to  get 
personal  devotions  into  your  daily 
program.  We  usually  find  a  way  of 
getting  done  the  thing  that  is  really 
important  to  us. 

Some  people,  the  more  methodical 
type,  arrive  at  this  point  of  urgency 
simply  by  reasoning  that,  since  they 
take  time  out — usually  three  times  a 
day — for  food  for  physical  well-be- 
ing, surely  they  should  take  time  out 


for  food  for  spiritual  well-being,  and 
they  put  into  their  day  a  time  for 
meditation  and  prayer.  Others,  often 
those  whose  lives  are  less  easily 
scheduled,  as  mothers  of  small  chil- 
dren, pastors'  wives  and  women  who 
work  outside  the  home,  reach  this 
point  only  after  experiencing  some 
hard  knocks  or  definite  crises  in  their 
lives  which  bring  them  face  to  face 
with  their  need  of  help  beyond  them- 
selves. I  hope  you  will  not  wait  until 
life  becomes  so  tangled  for  you  that 
you  snatch  at  a  devotional  time  as 
a  last  resort,  but  that  you  will  take 
yourself  in  hand  and  get  it  started 
soon. 

It  need  not  be  a  long  period,  but 
one — preferably  near  the  beginning 
of  the  day — just  long  enough  to  ab- 
sorb some  thoughts  that  will  stretch 
your  soul,  long  enough  to  look  quiet- 
ly to  God  as  your  Friend  and  Com- 
panion, and  view  the  day's  tasks  in 
the  light  of  his  will.  You  will  go 
from  these  moments  with  the  con- 
sciousness that  God  will  be  with  you 
through  the  day  and  you  will  be 
amazed  at  the  difference  it  makes  to 
you  in  poise,  in  adequacy  and  in  con- 
tentment. 

There  will  be  days  after  you  get 
started  when  it  will  seem  impossible 
to  get  it  in.  It  happens  in  any  moth- 
er's day.  But  keep  right  on  trying 
and  it  will  become  more  and  more 
an  essential  part  of  your  day,  a  part 
which  puts  a  benediction  on  all  the 
rest. 

Your   Counselor. 


tested,  forms.  Many  offerings 
were  made  by  Brethren  compos- 
ers and  authors.  Some  of  them 
were  of  such  excellence  that 
they  passed  the  exacting  stand- 
ards of  the  committees.  Others 
needed  much  editing,  and  many 
showed  promise  for  the  future 
of  our  hymnody.  To  these  Breth- 
ren folks  we  would  say,  "Keep 
writing,  and  perfecting  your 
genius." 

If  some  musical  vase  or  po- 
etic bouquet  of  sacred  memory 
for  you  has  been  shattered  do 
not  reject  the  hymnal  before  you 
look  further.  In  most  cases  the 
scent-of-the-roses  values  of  that 
vase  may  have  been  transformed 


into  a  more  exquisite  offering  in 
a  different  form.  Your  Hymnal 
Committee  has  labored  long  and 
earnestly  that  the  spiritual  gar- 
den of  the  new  hymnal  may 
produce  flowers  of  artistic  love- 
liness and  inspiration;  that  the 
inspirational  incense  of  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost  may  challenge  your  souls 
to  paths  of  service. 

"Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell 
in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom; 
teaching  and  admonishing  one 
another  in  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with 
grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord." 


MARCH    18,    1950 
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50,000  Messengers  by  1951 

In  1951  we  will  celebrate  100  years  of  the 
revival  of  publication  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  There  should  be  50,000  homes  re- 
ceiving the  Gospel  Messenger  by  that  time. 
Men's  and  women's  work  groups  across  the 
Brotherhood  are  sponsoring  this  drive.  Annual 
Conference  will  give  special  note  to  the  revival 
of  publication.  Let's  support  our  church  paper. 


Sadie  Miller,  missionary  to  India,  changes  her  street 
address  in  Whittier,  Calif.,  to  14320  E.  Whittier  Blvd. 

The  Pomona  church  in  California  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  19,  following  a  week  of  special  church 
activities. 

Ninefy-iwo  countries,  including  the  Fiji  Islands  and 
others  from  the  tropic  to  the  Arctic  regions,  joined  in 
the  World's  Day  of  Prayer  on  Feb.  24. 

Marjorie  Little,  Ivadel  Snavely  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Dell,  sailed  from  New  York  as  members  of  a  new  vol- 
unteer unit  for  Europe.  They  are  now  in  Europe  settling 
into  their  volunteer  work. 

Ed  C.  Metzger  of  Chicago,  111.,  who  has  campaigned 
vigorously  against  military  conscription,  has  again  be- 
gun his  efforts.  He  urges  all  Brethren  to  join  in  remov- 
ing the  draft  law  from  our  books  after  it  expires  in 
June. 

Over  twenty  preliminary  registrations  have  already 
been  received  for  the  Brethren  Music  and  Worship 
Conference  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  June  10  to  13.  They 
come  in  almost  every  mail.  It  will  be  helpful  if  all 
who  plan  to  attend  will  indicate  their  intention  to  the 
Christian  Education  Commission,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Six  Brethren  young  people,  the  first  volunteer  unit 
to  Europe,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. They  told  of  their  work  and  said,  "We  urge  that 
more  young  people  become  interested  in  the  problems 
of  peace,  especially  to  the  point  of  investing  a  year  of 
their  lives  in  it."  The  full  letter  will  appear  in  Horizons 
presently.  The  young  people  sending  the  letter  were: 
Wilma  Kuns,  Barbara  Boggs,  Joann  Lehman,  Jake 
Sheaffer,  Don  Durnbaugh  and  Dean  Neher. 

Brother  and  Sister  S.  E.  Thompson  of  Neodesha,  Kan- 
sas, were  honored  with  a  birthday  dinner  in  January. 
Their  birthdays  came  near  together.  Bro.  Thompson 
was  eighty  years  old.  Sister  Thompson  was  sixty-six 
years  old.  Bro.  Thompson  has  been  in  the  ministry  since 
1891.  He  has  served  as  pastor  in  five  different  states, 
and  has  served  on  the  district  mission  board.  He  began 
the  work  in  Garden  City,  Kansas.  In  addition,  he  has 
held  evangelistic  services  over  a  good  part  of  the  United 
States.  They  were  honored  by  many  guests,  many  tele- 
grams and  many  telephone  calls  as  they  celebrated  their 
birthdays. 
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Rebecca  Ann  was  born  recently  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benton  Rhoades,  missionaries  to  Ecuador,  South 
America. 

The  Bernard  Hollingshead  memorial  gift  given  for 
Africa  missions  at  the  time  of  Bernard's  death  reached 
almost  $500.  The  money  was  sent  to  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board. 

Jacob  Landis  of  Redcliff,  Alberta,  Canada,  writes  as 
follows:  "I  am  celebrating  my  ninety-second  year  in 
March  1950.  I  read  every  number  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger without  glasses.  We  wish  you  well." 

A  very  good  idea  of  the  work  of  the  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee can  be  secured  by  reading  the  series  of  articles 
about  the  hymnal  that  is  appearing  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger.  Watch  for  The  New  Hymnal  as  a  Handbook 
of  Worship,  by  A.  C.  Baugher,  chairman  of  the  Hymnal 
Committee. 

J.  Perry  Prather,  pastor  of  the  Waterloo  City  church, 
Iowa,  will  have  charge  of  the  morning  worship  over 
KAYX  (1090),  Waterloo,  7:30  to  8:00  a.m.,  during  the 
Sundays  of  March.  Bro.  Prather  has  recently  moved  to 
Waterloo  from  the  Detroit,  Mich.,  pastorate.  His  address 
is  1203  Randolph  St. 


The  following  75%  Gospel  Messenger  clubs  have  been 
received  since  Oct.  1,  1949: 
Northern  California — Empire. 
Southern  California  —  Glendora,  Hermosa  Beach,  Los 

Angeles-Bella  Vista. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana — Nezperce. 
Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin — Lena. 
Southern  Illinois — Virden. 
Middle  Indiana — Flora. 
Northern  Indiana — Middlebury. 
Southern  Indiana — Fairview. 
Middle  Iowa — Muscatine,  Panora,  Robins. 
Northern  Iowa — Sheldon,  Waterloo,  Libertyville,  South 

Keokuk. 
Northeastern  Kansas — Ottawa. 
Northwestern  Kansas — Burr  Oak. 
Southeastern  Kansas — Fredonia,  Galesburg,  Parsons. 
Mardela — Bethany. 

Eastern  Maryland — Flower  Hill,  Sams  Creek. 
Middle  Missouri — Mineral  Creek,  Warrensburg. 
Southern  Missouri — Shoal  Creek. 
Nebraska — Octavia. 
North  and  South  Carolina — Flat  Rock. 
Northeastern  Ohio — White  Cottage,  Zion  Hill. 
Northwestern  Ohio — Dupont,  Hickory  Grove. 
Southern  Ohio — Bear  Creek,  Cincinnati,  Harris  Creek, 

Piqua,  Stone  Lick,  Union  City. 
Middle  Pennsylvania — Burnham. 
Southern    Pennsylvania  —  Mt.    Olivet,    Ridge,    Upper 

Codorus. 
Western  Pennsylvania  —  Pleasant  Hill,  Shade  Creek- 

Berkey,  Shade  Creek-Blough,  Uniontown. 
Tennessee — Limestone. 

Northern  Virginia — Cooks  Creek,  Timberville. 
Second  Virginia — Elk  Run,   Sangerville-Briery  Branch, 

Sangerville-Emanuel,  Waynesboro,  Redoak. 
First  West  Virginia  —  Allegheny,  Eglon-Brookside,  Eg- 

lon-Maple  Spring,  Morgantown,  Old  Furnace,  Peters- 
burg, Terra  Alta. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


The  Southern  Baptists  now  carry  on  mission  work  in 
120  centers  in  twenty-four  nations. 

New  Carlisle  church.  Ohio,  will  rededicate  the  re- 
modeled church  house  on  Sunday,  March  19.  Bro.  Rufus 
Bowman,  president  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  will  be  the  speaker;  the  service  will  begin 
at  2:30. 

Rufus  Petre,  son  of  missionary  Ira  Petre  who  flew 
8,000  miles  in  thirty-two  hours  to  receive  special  care 
in  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  for  severe  burns  on  his  hands 
received  in  Africa,  is  now  out  of  the  hospital.  He  has 
joined  his  family  at  Middletown,  Md. 

Conrad  Bergendoff.  president  of  Augustana  College, 
Rock  Island,  111.,  says  that  if  we  are  not  able  to  breach 
the  gap  between  religion  and  education,  we  will  see 
the  church  wandering  away  to  obscurity,  and  education 
breeding  a  group  of  superlords  who  will  lead  us  all  to 
revolution. 

The  intermediates  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  got  in- 
terested in  providing  better  play  equipment  for  the 
children's  home  at  Neffsville,  Pa.  Various  groups  of 
them  put  on  projects,  and  a  total  of  $130  was  raised 
for  this  project.  Mrs.  G.  R.  Saylor  of  Kutztown,  Pa., 
is  director  of  intermediate  work  for  the  district. 

The  Hattie  Z.  Alley  memorial  scholarship  fund  has 
been  established  in  her  memory  to  help  Indian  young 
people  to  achieve  educational  advancement  looking 
toward  church  leadership  and  Christian  service.  The 
fund  was  begun  with  money  given  instead  of  flowers 
at  the  time  of  Mrs.  Alley's  death.  It  has  now  reached 
the  $1,000  mark  and  is  increasing.  Bro.  Alley's  address 
is  1808  Scott  St.,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

La  Verne  College 

Second  semester  enrollment  figures,  as  this  goes  to 
press,  show  total  enrollment  greater  than  first  semester. 
Although  the  number  of  regular  students  may  be  a 
little  below  first  semester's  280,  grand  total  will  reach 
more  than  325  when  all  specials  are  counted,  as  com- 
pared with  first  semester's  312. 

Regional  conference,  for  the  Pacific  Coast  area,  meet- 
ing on  the  campus  beginning  Feb.  23,  closes  on  Friday 
evening,  March  3,  with  the  annual  New  Era  banquet. 
Speaker  at  the  annual  banquet  will  be  Dr.  J.  Richard 
Sneed,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Los 
Angeles.  Dr.  Sneed  has  just  completed  a  month's  series 
of  daily  broadcasts  over  the  nation-wide  Mutual  network 
in  the  interests  of  evangelism. 

Dr.  Harold  C.  Urey,  internationally  known  professor 
of  chemistry  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and  holder  of 
the  1934  Nobel  Prize  in  science,  was  a  guest  speaker  in 
La  Verne  on  Jan.  21.  Sponsored  by  the  college  in  behalf 
of  the  community,  Dr.  Urey  spoke  in  the  college  church 
before  an  audience  of  more  than  1,200  people,  including 
more  than  200  visiting  faculty  members  and  students 
from  near-by  colleges.  His  subject,  The  Origin  of  the 
Earth,  was  most  timely  and  stimulating,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Urey  is  currently  heading  a 
group  of  outstanding  research  scientists  in  the  study  of 
the  earth's  origin  and  temperature.  During  his  brief 
stay  in  La  Verne,  he  visited  with  his  mother  and  step- 
father, Mrs.  M.  Alva  Long  and  Rev.  Long,  and  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Ray  Cullen. 


Enid  Fischer,  instructor  of  physical  education  and 
biology  laboratory  assistant  during  the  past  two  years, 
has  been  appointed  acting  dean  of  women  for  this  se- 
mester in  the  absence  of  Dean  Dorothy  Merritt,  who 
has  taken  a  leave  of  absence  to  tour  Europe.  Miss 
Fischer  is  a  graduate  of  La  Verne  and  has  done  graduate 
work  at  Claremont  Graduate  School. 

Mrs.  Laura  E.  Haugh,  who  for  more  than  twenty-nine 
years  taught  speech  and  dramatics  at  La  Verne,  passed 
away  on  Dec.  11.  Hundreds  of  alumni  whose  privilege 
it  was  to  have  studied  with  her  will  remember  her 
untiring  efforts  to  lift  up  the  cultural,  the  beautiful,  and 
ideals  of  perfection. 

The  alumni  midyear  reunion  was  held  in  La  Verne  on 
Feb.  4.  More  than  200  alumni,  wives  and  husbands  gath- 
ered to  watch  the  La  Verne  Leopards  win  double-header 
basketball  games  from  Westmont  college  and  to  enjoy 
a  program  reminiscent  of  college  days  gone  by. 

A  peace  institute  will  be  featured  during  the  last  two 
weeks  of  the  college's  first  summer  session — July  24  to 
Aug.  4.  The  course  will  be  offered  as  a  seminar  in  in- 
ternational relations,  under  the  direction  of  Gladdys 
Muir,  director  of  peace  studies  at  Manchester  College, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  La  Verne  staff.  One  half  of 
the  course  will  be  offered  during  a  morning  seventy-five- 
minute  period,  the  other  half  during  two  afternoon 
fifty-minute  periods.  Thus,  one  or  two  hours'  credit 
may  be  earned. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  James  H.  Beahm  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  Hillcrest 
Brethren  church,  Dayton,  Ohio,  March   19-31. 

Bro.  Paul  Fike  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Chicago,  111., 
in  the  Painter  Creek  church,  Ohio,  April  2-9. 

Bro.  Charles  Zunkel  of  Elgin,  Ell.,  in  the  East  Petersburg 
church,  Pa.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Bro.  Samuel  A.  Harley  of  Linwood.  Md.,  in  the  First  church, 
York,  Pa.,  March  26— April  2. 

Bro.  Charles  R.  Oberlin  of  Marion,  Ind.,  in  the  Buffalo  church, 
Ind.,  March  27 — April  2. 

Bro.  Jacob  H.  Hollinger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  Luray 
church,  Va.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Lealherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  East 
Dayton  church,  Ohio,  March  28 — April  9. 

Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman  of  Timberville,  Va.,  in  the  Springfield 
church,  Northeastern  Ohio,  April  2-9. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Woodland  church,  111. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Oakdale  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Liberty  church,  Tenn. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Norristown  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  West  Marion  church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Germantown  church,  Pa., 

Two  baptized  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Tenn. 

Twenly-five  added  to  the  Central  church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Forly-two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Martins- 
burg  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple 
Spring  church,  Pa. 

Eighteen  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Living 
Stone  church,  Cumberland,  Md. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  19 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Faith  that  Sustained  the  Church. — 
Acts  21:7—26:32;  Rom.  5:1-9;  Heb.  12:1-3;  1  John  1.  Memory 
Selection:  I  know  whom  I  have  believed  and  I  am  sure  that 
he  is  able  to  guard  until  that  Day  what  has  been  entrusted  to  me. 
2  Tim.   1:12   (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  March,  Teach  Us  to  Pray. 
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DONALD  RUMMEL  of  Elgin,  111., 
asks  himself  this  question  as  he 
studies  a  map  of  the  United 
States  and  holds  in  his  hand  the  fold- 
er Invest  Your  Summer  1950,  pre- 
pared by  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement.  Many  young  people  and 
young,  adults  ask  themselves  the 
same  question  each  spring. 

For  some  their  vacations  this  year 
will  be  the  trip  to  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  for  Annual  Conference.  A 
large  number  will  go  to  young  peo- 
ple's camps.  Quite  a  few  will  serve 
as  counselors  in  children's  camps. 
Others  will  go  to  summer  resorts  in 
the  mountains  or  at  the  beaches. 
Many  students  will  find  it  necessary 
to  take  jobs  for  the  summer.  Then 
there  will  be  some  who  will  wonder 
how  they  can  spend  an  enjoyable 
summer  and  at  the  same  time  work 
in  some  area  of  social  service. 

For  those  who  are  motivated  by  a 
sincere  desire  to  express  their  love 
for  all  people  by  service,  there  are 
many  work  camps  in  the  United 
States  in  which  they  might  partici- 
pate this  summer.  A  better  under- 
standing of  the  problems  of  the  Ne- 
groes and  migrants  may  be  obtained 
from  actually  working  with  these 
people.  Religious  education  and  va- 
cation Bible  schools  will  be  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  a  number 
of  the  camps.  There  will  also  be 
recreational  activities,  art  and  craft 
classes,  home  visitation,  construction 
work  and  study  and  discussion 
periods. 

Four    international    work    camps 
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will  be  open  to  forty  young  people 
who  wish  to  travel  to  Austria  and 
Germany.  Here  activities  might  in- 
clude the  direction  of  summer  camp 
programs  for  children,  reconstruc- 
tion work  or  assistance  to  regular 
Brethren  Service  relief  workers. 
As  one  of  last  year's  work  camp- 
ers expresses  it,  "I  was  able  to  make 
the  acquaintance  of  people  here  who 
think  the  same  as  I  do,  who  are  in- 
stilled by  Christian  love,  who  have 
the  same  in  mind,  namely,  to  bridge 
that  which  separates  us  and  to  find 
that  which  joins  us  together." 

The  two  Brethren  Service  relief 
centers  can  use  any  number  of  peo- 
ple for  any  length  of  time  during  the 
summer  on  a  maintenance-subsist- 
ence basis,  assisting  with  cutting, 
sewing,  sorting,  mending,  baling  and 
shipping  clothing  for  relief.  Other 
duties  at  New  Windsor  may  include 
cooking  and  serving  in  the  cafeteria, 
office  work  or  maintenance  work.  At 
Nappanee  they  may  be  making  soap. 

Young  people  who  find  it  neces- 
sary to  earn  money  during  the  sum- 
mer in  order  to  continue  their  school- 
ing but  yet  are  interested  in  fellow- 
shipping  with  a  group  of  concerned 
individuals  have  several  choices. 
For  those  who  would  like  to  conduct 
a  firsthand  study  of  the  problems  of 
labor  and  industry  by  working  in 
a  factory,  shop  or  institution,  there 
is  the  students-in-industry  project. 
Then  there  are  a  number  of  mental 
hospitals  in  which  students  may 
make  a  study  of  the  social  problems 
involved  in  mental  illness  while 
working  as  attendants  and  receiving 
regular  wages. 


As  you  will  see  from  the  following 
list,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
camps  and  different  types  of  projects 
from  which  to  choose  and  a  wide 
range  of  territory  covered  from  the 
East  to  the  West.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  receiving  application  blanks 
or  more  detailed  information,  write 
to  the  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE 

Chicago,  111. 

Dates:    June  26 — July  12. 

Project:  Recreational  program  for 
children  in  community  around  First 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  including 
the  building  of  a  community  play- 
ground. 

Size:  Ten  young  people  eighteen 
years  or  older. 

Cost:  $10  per  week.  Some  scholar- 
ship aid  available. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Dates:   July  2-30. 

Project:  Construction  and  educa- 
tional work  at  the  Carver  Neighbor- 
hood Center  in  an  area  predominant- 
ly occupied  by  Negroes. 

Size:  Twelve  to  fifteen  persons, 
preferably  college  or  senior  high 
school  age. 

Cost:    Approximately  $1  per  day. 
Some  scholarship  aid  available. 
Clovis,  N.  Mex. 

Dates:   July  2-30. 

Project:  Building  a  playground 
and  directing  organized  recreation, 
camps  and  crafts  in  a  Negro  com- 
munity. 

Size:  Eight  to  ten  mature  young 
people. 


Cost:    Approximately  $1  per  day. 
Some  scholarship  aid  available. 
Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

Dates:  July  2-30. 

Project:  Recreational  activities 
and  religious  education  among  mi- 
grant laborers,  mostly  Spanish 
speaking. 

Size:  Eight  to  ten  mature  young 
people. 

Cost:    Approximately  $1  per  day. 
Some  scholarship  aid  available. 
Fresno,  Calif. 

Dates:  June  9-16. 

Project:  Physical  and  religious 
work  among  underprivileged  people. 
Special  emphasis  on  the  study  of 
the  community  and  how  it  can  be 
improved  and  enriched. 

Size:  Fifteen  to  twenty-five  young 
people  senior  hgh  school  or  college 
age. 

Cost:    Approximately  $1  per  day. 
Some  scholarship  aid  available. 
Modesto,  Calif. 

Dates:  July  1 — Aug.  13. 

Project:  Assisting  in  a  continuing 
program  of  well-rounded  community 
service  by  home  visitation,  relief 
work,  arts  and  crafts,  recreation,  day 
nursery,  canning  and  religious  edu- 
cation. 

Size:  Three  young  women  and 
three  young  men. 

Cost:  Approximately  $40  for  food; 
lodging  in  tents  wtliout  charge. 
Christiansburg,  Va. 

Dates:   To  be  supplied.  t 

Project:  Repairing  and  redecorat- 
ing church  building  and  improving 
church  grounds  in  Mt.  Jackson  com- 
munity. Conducting  a  vacation  Bible 
school  and  recreational  program  for 
children  and  youth. 

Size:     Five    young    people    high 
school  age  or  older. 
Cost:  $1  per  day. 

MIGRANT    CAMP    SERVICE 

Princess  Anne  County,  Va. 
Dates:   June  20— July  15. 
Project:     Work    with    Negroes    in 
I  migrant  camps  in  co-operation  with 
the   Virginia    Council   of   Churches. 
Care  for  children,  assist  with  Sunday 
;  school,  conduct  vacation  Bible  school 
and    recreational    program    for    all 
rfges. 

Size:  Six  young  people  eighteen 
!  years  or  older,  two  adults.  , 

Cost:  $1  per  day. 

STUDENTS-IN-INDUSTRY 

Chicago,  111. 

Dates:   June— Sept.  2. 

Project:  Firsthand  study  of  indus- 
trial problems  while  working  on  an 
actual  job.  Students  must  secure 
own  employment. 

Size:   Ten  to  twelve  persons. 


Cost:  Room,  $4.40  per  week. 
Board  on  co-operative  basis.  Unit 
fee  of  $15.  A  successful  job  should 
pay  student  enough  to  cover  these 
expenses  and  have  some  surplus. 

SUMMER    MENTAL    HOSPITAL 
SERVICE 

Catonsville,  Md. 

Dates:    June  19— Sept.  11. 

Project:  Work  as  attendants  in 
Spring  Grove  state  hospital  receiving 
regular  wages.  An  interesting  pro- 
gram including  local  concerts,  weekly 
worship  services,  visiting  speakers, 
study  and  discussion  is  planned. 

'Size:  Twenty-five  men  and  twen- 
ty-five women. 

Cost:   Seven  percent  of  salary. 

Crownsville,  Md. 

Dates:   June  19— Sept.  11. 

Project:  Work  as  attendants  in  a 
Negro  mental  institution  receiving 
regular  wages.  Unit  program  in- 
cludes trips  to  Washington,  Balti- 
more or  Annapolis  in  addition  to 
weekly  worship  services,  lectures, 
study  and  discussion. 

Size:  Twelve  men  and  twelve 
women. 

Cost:   Seven  percent  of  salary. 
Fulton,  Mo. 

Dates:   June  19— Sept.  11. 

Project:  Work  as  attendants  in  a 
mental  institution  receiving  regular 
wages.  A  program  similar  to  those 
of  Catonsville  and  Crownsville  will 
be  conducted. 

Size:  Eight  men  and  seven  women. 

Cost:  Seven  percent  of  salary. 
Please  note:  The  year-round  mental 
hospital  units  at  Crownsville,  Md., 
and  Elgin,  111.,  can  still  take  ad- 
ditional members.  If  you  are  in- 
terested in  this  avenue  of  service, 
write  to  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, General  Brotherhood  Board, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

RELIEF    CENTER    SERVICE 

New  Windsor,  Md. 

Dates:  Any  length  of  time  during 
the  summer. 

Project:  Assisting  with  cutting', 
sewing,  sorting,  mending,  baling  and 
shipping  clothing  for  relief.  Cooking 
and  serving  in  the  cafeteria.  Office 
work.  Maintenance  work. 

Size:   Any  number. 

Cost:  Maintenance-subsistence  ba- 
sis. 

Write  Roy  Hiteshew,  Brethren 
Service  Center,  New  Windsor,  Md., 
for  additional  information. 

Nappanee,  Ind. 

Dates:  Any  length  of  time  during 
the  summer. 

Project:  Assisting  with  sorting, 
mending,  baling  and  shipping  of  re- 


PERSONNEL  NEEDS  FOR 
PUERTO  RICO 

2  graduate  nurses;  two-year  volun- 
teer/basis. 

1  superintendent  of  nurses;  two- 
year  volunteer  basis  or  permanent 
staff  basis;  to  be  in  charge  of 
nurses'  services  of  the  hospital. 

2  academy  teachers — general  high 
school  subjects;  two-year  volun- 
teer basis. 

1  grade    teacher — tutor    children    of 
staff,    also    other    project    duties; 
two-year  volunteer  basis. 
Interested  people  should  send  their 
applications     to     W.     Harold     Row, 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

lief  clothing.  Make  soap  from  used 
fats. 

Size:   Any  number. 

Cost:  Maintenance-subsistence  ba- 
sis. 

Information  may  be  secured  from 
Charles  Light,  Brethren  Service  Cen- 
ter, Nappanee,  Ind. 

INTERNATIONAL    SUMMER 
SERVICE 

Germany  and  Austria 

Dates:    July  10— Aug.  20. 

Projects:  Activities  might  include 
direction  of  summer  camp  programs 
for  European  children,  children's 
club  work,  physical  reconstruction 
projects  or  assistance  to  regular 
Brethren  Service  relief  workers.  An 
added  attraction  for  this  summer's 
campers  will  be  the  witnessing  of 
the  passion  play  at  Oberammergau, 
Germany,  where  the  original  passion 
play  was  performed,  before  taking 
over  the  summer's  duties.  Some  op- 
portunity for  travel  to  points  of  in- 
terest. Plans  call  for  four  units,  two 
in  Germany,  two  in  Austria.  A 
knowledge  of  the  language  is  de- 
sirable but  not  necessary. 

Size:  A  total  of  forty  qualified 
young  people. 

Cost:  Approximately  $500  to  $600, 
depending  on  distance  from  home  to 
port  of  departure,  amount  of  travel 
in  Europe  and  personal  require- 
ments. 

Interested  persons  should  begin 
correspondence  immediately  with 
the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  It 
is  desirable  that  applications  be  com- 
pleted in  early  April. 

Some  summer  service  project 
needs  you.  "Work,"  says  Kahlil 
Gibran,  "is  love  made  visible." 
Make  your  love  visible  by  serving 
your  fellow  man  this  summer. 
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MORE  BOOKS  for  the  BORROWING 


FOR  THE  MINISTER 
Pastoral  Counseling  in  Family  Rela- 
tionships, Leland  Foster  Wood. 
1948. 
A  discussion  of  very  practical  situa- 
tions that  could  arise  in  any  parish. 
To  these  problems  Dr.  Wood  has 
brought  many  valuable  insights 
based  upon  an  excellent  view  of 
Christian  marriage.  This  pamphlet 
is  one  of  the  books  within  the  price 
range  of  almost  any  minister  that 
will  help  him  be  a  better  pastor  to 
young  couples  of  the  church  and 
community  both  before  and  after 
marriage.  One  of  the  most  valuable 
features  of  the  booklet  is  the  bibli- 
ography, which  could  well  be  a  guide 
to  every  minister  in  his  reading  on 
this  very  important  problem.  This 
book  would  make  the  basis  for  very 
valuable  discussions  in  young  mar- 
ried people's  clubs  and  classes.  Sun- 
day evening  programs  could  be  built, 
using  this  as  a  reference  book. 
How  the  Church  Grows,  Roy  Burk- 

hart.  1947. 
This  is  a  rich,  thought -provoking  dis- 
cussion of  what  the  true  church 
should  be.  The  author  gives  us  cour- 
age that  these  ideals  can  be  achieved. 
He  also  insists  that  this  will  call  for 
new  and  better  preaching  and  will 
demand  new  leadership.  The  book 
should  have  a  wide  reading  in  our 
church. 

FOR  YOUNG  ADULTS 

Young    Laymen  —  Young    Church, 

John  Oliver  Nelson.  1948. 
The  great  possibilities  of  vital  Chris- 
tian fellowship  in  a  local  church  are 
revealed  in  this  book,  which  includes 
scores  of  illustrations  of  what  young 
laymen  have  done  when  they  took 
their  churchmanship  seriously.  It  is 
a  very  useful  handbook  for  study 
and  action  for  young  adult  groups. 
Anyone  who  reads  this  book  thought- 
fully cannot  help  receiving  a  re- 
kindled faith  and  a  deeper  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Christian  movement. 

FOR  LEADERS  OF  WORSHIP 

An    Approach    to     Choral     Speech, 

Mona  Swann. 
Techniques    for    the    director    of    a 


We  listed  on  these  pages  last  week 
some  of  the  newest  additions  to  the 
Loan  Library  at  Elgin.  Described  be- 
low are  more  of  the  books  thai  have 
been  placed  in  circulation  since  the 
most  recent  Loan  Library  Catalog 
has  been  printed.  For  a  complete 
listing  of  titles  that  may  be  bor- 
rowed, see  also  the  catalog,  a  copy  of 
which  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Christian  Education  Commission. 
Any  book  may  be  borrowed  for  a 
three-week  period  for  seven  cents. 
Please  send  the  required  amount 
with  the  order  to  the  Brethren  Loan 
Library,  Elgin,  111. 


choral  speaking  group,  and  sugges- 
tions on  the  use  of  this  medium  as 
an  aid  to  worship. 
Choric  Interludes,  J.  J.  Keefe. 
Readings  arranged  for  choral  speak- 
ing. Includes  Biblical  readings  plus 
a  wealth  of  religious  and  secular 
poetry  appropriate  to  seasons  and 
special  occasions. 

Worship  Services  for  Purposeful  Liv- 
ing, Alice  Bays.   1949. 
Twenty  completely  planned  worship 
services  for  youth. 

FOR  PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS 
Some     Time     Every     Day,     Mabel 

Niedermeyer.  1948. 
An  excellent  devotional  book  for 
junior  boys  and  girls.  The  author 
writes  out  of  a  broad  background 
of  experience  and  truly  speaks  the 
language  of  children.  The  thoughts, 
Scripture  selections,  prayers  and 
poems  are  planned  to  help  junior 
children  think  of  God  in  relation  to 
their  everyday  experiences.   Materi- 
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als  are  included  for  special  occasions. 
Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys  and  Girls, 

Welker  and  Barber.  1948. 
This  is  a  compilation  from  a  devo- 
tional booklet  for  children  which  is 
published  quarterly.  It  will  fill  a 
real  need  for  family  worship  mate- 
rial and  may  prove  helpful  to  church 
school  leaders.  The  ideas  presented 
are  varied  and  are  phrased  in  terms 
of  the  child's  own  experiences. 
Let's    Tell    the    Truth    About    Sex, 

Howard  Whitman.  1948. 
This  is  a  very  excellent  book  which 
will  help  parents  and  teachers  of 
any  age  group.  The  information  is 
factually  sound  and  in  line  with 
Christian  concepts  concerning  sex. 
It  is  written  in  a  simple,  readable 
style  with  enough  case  studies  and 
illustrations  to  clarify  all  points.  The 
discussion  is  frank  and  the  author 
has  been  successful  in  covering  and 
suggesting  preventive  measures  for 
most  of  the  problems  related  to  sex 
in  society. 
Guiding      Children      in      Christian 

Growth,  Mary  Alice  Jones.  1949. 
For  reading  and  discussion  by  par- 
ents and  teachers  in  the  home  or 
the  church. 
New    Ways   in   Discipline,   Dorothy 

Baruch.  1949. 
The  author  sets  forth  a  new  concept 
of  child  discipline,  adapting  many 
of  the  methods  of  psychology  and 
psychiatry  to  handling  of  discipline 
problems. 

FOR  TEACHERS  OF  CHILDREN 
Our     Concern     Is     Children,     Irene 

Smith  Caldwell.  1948. 
This  book  will  answer  the  questions 
of  many  church  school  teachers.  It 
is  written  in  a  clear,  readable  style 
and  gives  concrete  help  and  sugges- 
tions. It  covers  the  major  areas  of. 
importance  in  a  rather  comprehen- 
sive way  and  touches  on  many  prob- 
lems and  interests  which  workers 
with  children  are  conscious  of.  It 
should  be  in  every  local  church  li- 
brary. 
Story   Sermons   and   Plans   for   the 

Junior  Church,  Gannaway.  1949. 
Children  and  Religion,  Dora  P.  Chap- 
lin.  1948. 
This  is  a  well-written  book  with  a 
sound  educational  philosophy.    The 


author  writes  out  of  a  background  of 
experience  in  an  Episcopal  church, 
where  she  is  director  of  religious 
education.  Out  of  this  experience 
and  a  fine  background  and  educa- 
tional training,  she  has  written  a 
book  which  gives  a  sound  basic  point 
of  view  concerning  religious  work 
with  children  as  well  as  specific  help 
and  suggestions  for  many  phases  of 
the  work. 

Teaching  the  Beginner  Child.  Paul- 
ine Hargis.  1948. 
A  very  helpful  booklet  on  the  nature 
and  needs  of  kindergarten  children, 
as  well  as  methods  and  ways  of 
working  with  them  in  the  local 
church.  Written  in  a  very  simple 
and  readable  style.  Should  be  placed 
in  local  church  libraries  and  used 
by  superintendents  and  teachers  who 
are  working  with  four-  and  five- 
year-old  children.  Should  be  espe- 
cially helpful  to  beginning  teachers. 
There's  Music  in  Children,  Emma 
Sheehy.    1946. 

This  book  shows  that  love  for 
rhythm  and  music  is  natural  to  chil- 
dren. It  suggests  how  adults  can 
best  lead  them  into  an  appreciation 
for  and  the  creative  expression  of 
music. 
Great  Art  and  Children's  Worship. 

Jean  Louise  Smith,  1948. 
This  book  offers  valuable  guidance  to 
teachers  of  children  who  have  little 
training  in  art  but  appreciate  the 
great  paintings  and  sculpture  of  a 
religious  nature.  Stories  and  sugges- 
tions given  will  help  the  teacher 
to  interpret  great  masterpieces  in 
a  way  which  will  lead  children  to 
appreciate  them  and  recognize  their 
religious  significance.  Suggestions 
are  also  given  for  securing  and  pre- 
I  serving  reproductions. 

I   ON  THE  TEACHING  PROGRAM 
j   Audio-Visual  Resource  Guide  in  Re- 
ligious Education,  I.  C.  R.  E.   1949. 

A  guide  on  materials   available  in 

the   field   and   how   such   materials 

may  be  obtained. 
I  Christian    Education    Through    the 
Church,  Frank  McKibben.    1947. 

An  interesting  present-day  discus- 
j  sion  of  ways  of  helping  persons  to 
i  grow  in  the  church  as  a  Christian 

fellowship,  Christian  nurture  in  the 
}  home,  developing  Christian  leaders, 
I  Christian    education    in    the    larger 

community.  The  author  is  a  teacher 
i  of  note  in  Garrett  Biblical  Institute. 


ON  WORLD  CONDITIONS 

Now  Is  the  Time  to  Prevent  a  Third 

World  War.  Kirby  Page.   1946. 
This  is  a  book  which  needed  to  be 
written.    It  is  more  than  one  book; 
it  is  two  or  three.  Chapters  I  and  II 
dealing  practically  and  courageously 


Colorful  Helps  for  Christian 
Education  —  Bethany  Bibli- 
cal Seminary-College 
Emphasis 

Christian  education,  including  the 
work  of  Brethren  colleges,  as  well 
as  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary's  sig- 
nificant place  in  the  Brotherhood, 
will  be  given  special  emphasis  in 
local  churches  either  on  April  16 
or  23.  A  new  two-color,  bulletin-size 
flier  is  available  for  free  distribution. 
(Pastors  and  superintendents  will 
receive  sample  copy.)  Fill  in  num- 
ber you  will  need,  clip  and  send  to 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  Dept. 
2,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

To  Create  a  Christian  Climate, 

the  flier  in  two  colors  with 
artist's  drawings  of  college  and 
seminary  buildings,  and  with 
vital,  interpretive  messages  on 
the  three  phases  of  Christian 
education  included  in  the 
emphasis. 

Offering  envelopes  in  color. 


with  the  duty  of  the  church  and  of 
every  man  in  an  atomic  age  should 
be  read  by  every  Christian.  The 
latter  parts  which  examine  the  his- 
tory of  the  church  in  relation  to  war 
and  the  backgrounds  and  causes  of 
our  two  world  wars  will  irritate 
some  readers  but  they  will  be  wel- 
comed by  all  who  like  the  truth  and 
who  are  not  afraid  of  it. 
Behind  Soviet  Power.  Jerome  Davis. 

1949. 
Jerome  Davis  was  studying  to  be- 
come   a    minister.     In    1915,    while 
working  with  Sir  Wilfred  Grenfell  in 
Labrador,   he   was  brought  face   to 
face  with  the  deadly  results  of  World 
War  I,  and  volunteered  as  a  Y.M.C.A. 
worker    among    Allied    captives    in 
German  prison  camps.   It  fell  to  his 
lot  to  go  to  Russia.    He  stayed  for 
two  and  a  half  years  and  learned  to 
speak  Russian  fluently.   At  intervals 
over   a   period    of   thirty   years,    he 
has  been  privileged  to  study  the  Rus- 
sian scene  and  out  of  that  acquaint- 
ance with  Russia  he  submits  his  case 
for  Stalin  and  other  leaders  and  for 
the  Russian  people. 
Signs  of  Hope  in  a  Century  of  De- 
spair, Elton  Trueblood.    1950. 
The  analyst  of  things  spiritual  lays 
a    solid    foundation    for    Christian 
optimism  which  takes  into  account 
the  failures  of  the  past,  the  crises 
of  the  present  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  future. 

FOR  RECREATION  LEADERS 
The  Pleasure  Chest,  Helen  and  Larry 

Eisenberg.    1949. 
A  treasure  store  of  ideas  for  recrea- 


tion for  many  kinds  of  groups.   Has 
a  use  in  leadership  groups. 

OF  GENERAL  INTEREST 

Brethren  Preaching  Today.    1947. 

Thirty-two  sermons  by  contemporary 

preachers    of    the    Church    of    the 

Brethren. 

Studies  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  Albert 

C.  Wieand.    1947. 
The  book  consists  of  carefully  pre- 
pared questions   and  outlines  for  a 
devotional  study   of   the   Gospel  of 
John.    The  author  spares   no   pains 
and  expects  the  reader  to  spare  none 
in  searching  for  meaning   and  the 
inspiration  in  this  gospel.    There  is 
no  time  for  matters  of  introduction, 
historical  relationships  or  doctrinal 
development.   All  the  effort  is  given 
to  direct  study  to   get  the  content 
and  spirit  of  the  book.   Bro.  Wieand 
is  an  inspired  guide  here. 
Great   American    Negroes,   Richard- 
son.  1945. 
Twenty-one  Negro  men  and  women 
who  have  achieved  in  the  areas  of 
music,  athletics,  education,  science, 
literature,    the   church   and   politics 
are   given  biographical  sketches   in 
this  book. 
How    We    Got    Our    Denominations, 

Stuber.  1948. 
A  condensed  and  accessible  story  of 
church  history,  providing  a  compre- 
hensive record  of  the  Christian 
church  from  its  beginning  down  to 
the  present.  A  major  part  of  the 
book  deals  with  the  church  in  Amer- 
ica. Intended  for  general  reading, 
the  book  is  designed  also  for  study 
groups. 
Reality     of     the     Spiritual     World, 

Thomas  Kelly.   1947. 
Four  addresses  on  God,  the  spiritual 
world,  and  prayer. 

The  Current  Advance 

Leaflets  on  Deepening  the  Spirit- 
ual Life,  the  current  Advance  With 
Christ  emphasis,  are  still  available 
free.  Also  helpful  in  promoting  this 
emphasis  is  the  packet,  Commitment 
of  Life,  issued  a  year  ago.  This 
packet,  in  addition  to  the  1948-49 
Advance  leaflets,  includes  pamphlets 
under  the  following  titles: 

Are  These  Things  Religious? 
Power  for  Daily  Living 
The  Marks  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
How  Can  I  Find  God? 
New  Life  in  Your  Home 
The  World  Is  Ours  to  Serve 
Possibly  the  Ministry? 
All  of  this  material  may  be  secured 
free  by  writing  to  the  office  of  the 
General   Brotherhood   Board,    22   S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Maisule  going  to  church  on  Easter  1949  takes  two  of  his  three  children 
with  him  on  his  bicycle 


WE  CRY   FOR  A  TEACHER 


Maisule,  the  African  Prince 

Garkida,  Nigeria 


THE  church  is  moving  forward  at 
the  leper  colony.  Many  people 
attend  services.  In  1948  our 
average  attendance  was  some  over 
four  hundred  but  this  year  it  has 
been  above  six  hundred  each  Sun- 
day. We  meet  also  in  different 
groups.  Each  week  about  two  hun- 
dred attend  the  women's  meetings. 
There  are  about  two  hundred  chil- 
dren who  have  a  service  one  evening 
each  week.  Once  every  month  the 
church  members  have  their  own 
meeting  and  on  another  evening  each 
village  comes  in  a  body  and  in  turn 
sings  and  repeats  Scripture  verses; 
then  we  all  worship  together. 

The  people  enjoy  these  services 
very  much  and  we  know  that  they 
were  made  possible  because  of  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ  which  filled  our 
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hearts.  We  wish  especially  to  thank 
you  for  the  electric  lights,  for  now 
we  can  enjoy  these  services  whether 
it  is  day  or  night.  In  this  way  we  are 
able  to  lead  many  to  Christ.  In  one 
day  recently  sixty-one  people  took 
the  covenant  and  are  preparing  for 
baptism.  Never  before  have  there 
been  so  many  at  one  time. 

There  is  one  thing  which  we  need 
very  badly.  If  it  is  at  all  possible  I 
hope  you  can  help  us.  Even  though 
we  have  all  these  meetings  there  is 
no  one  who  can  spend  his  full  time 
helping  us.  Sometimes  Dr.  Bosler 
helps  us  and  sometimes  Mr.  Parris 
comes  from  Garkida  and  helps  us, 
but  we  are  crying  for  a  teacher  who 
does  not  have  so  many  other  duties. 
I  am  praying  that  you  will  send  us  a 
leader— Matthew  9:  37  and  Luke  10: 
2.  Please  do  not  be  wearied  with  our 
asking. 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


We  Visit  Hildi 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Pfaltzgraff 

Lassa,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

SOME  TIME  ago  a  village  evan- 
gelist came  back  from  his  week- 
end tour  with  a  message  that 
the  Hildi  people  are  asking  for  a 
school.  There  is  much  government 
red  tape  in  starting  a  school,  to 
say  nothing  about  finding  a  teacher. 
But  the  Hildi  people  were  not  go- 
ing to  wait  long  for  the  white  man 
to  answer  them.  The  next  week  a 
delegation  of  the  village  came  in 
person  to  ask  for  a  school. 

So  this  past  week  we  went  in 
the  jeep  to  visit  the  Margi  village 
about  forty  miles  away.  We  had  a 
motor  road  part  of  the  way  but  the 
rest  of  the  way  was  made  through 
peanut  patches,  corn  fields  and 
places  where  only  jeeps  could  go. 
We  found  a  most  friendly  and  eager 
people  awaiting  us. 

First  we  went  to  salute  the  chief. 
He  told  us  the  interesting  story  of 
his  people  who  now  live  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain.  Some  years  ago, 
when  the  chief  was  still  a  small  boy 
herding  goats,  the  Fulani  tribe  came 
to  conquer  the  village  of  Hildi.  The 
whole  village  at  that  time  lived  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  Although 
their  farms  were  in  the  valley  be- 
low, the  rocks  and  steep  crevices 
protected  their  compounds  from  the 
enemy.  For  seven  months  the  Fulani 
people  surrounded  their  village.  For 
seven  months  the  native  blacksmiths 
made  arrowheads  from  crude  iron 
on  mud-built  forges,  using  large  goat 
skins  for  bellows.  Their  fellow  men 
shot  these  arrows  down  upon  the 
enemy.  The  people  of  the  village 
would  steal  down  through  the  am- 
bush at  night  to  get  water  to  give 
to  the  survivors.  When  the  rains 
stopped,  water  was  so  scarce  that 
the  adults  took  bark  from  off  the 
monkeybread  trees  and  chewed  it 
to  make  saliva  which  they  gave  to 
their  dying  children.  Then  they  de- 
cided upon  the  strategy  of  abandon- 
ing their  village.  In  the  moonlight 
one  by  one  the  Margis  stole  down 
from  their  hilltop  village  to  other 
villages.  And  so  it  was  that  at  the 
end  of  seven  months  when  the  Fu- . 
lani  tribe  finally  gained  an  entrance 
to  the  village,  there  were  no  Margis 


there  to  conquer,  only  empty  com- 
pounds. 

Then  when  the  chief  finished  his 
story  he  looked  earnestly  at  Risku, 
who  accompanied  us,  and  asked, 
"And  have  these  white  people  come 
to  do  the  same,  or  have  they  come 
to  help  us?"  "They  have  come  to 
help  you;  they  want  to  help  you," 
was  the  reassuring  answer. 


After  our  visit  with  the  chief  we 
climbed  the  high  mountain  so  that 
we  could  better  see  the  lay  of  the 
village.  It  was  a  stiff  climb.  We 
remembered  that  only  ten  years  ago 
all  the  folks  had  to  make  that  climb 
to  get  home  from  their  farms.  It 
is  only  ten  years  now  that  these 
Margi  people  feel  safe  to  live  down 
in  the  open  valley.    I  do  not  know 


how  the  women  ever  carried  their 
supply  of  water  up  that  climb  in 
big  gourds  without  spilling  it.  I 
had  trouble  keeping  my  helmet  on 
my  head! 

Now  the  old  compounds  on  the 
summit  are  all  in  ruins  and  the  path 
is  shut  with  tall  grass.  The  guides 
showed  us  various  burial  grounds  at 
the   top   of   the   mountain.    A   very 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


A  Dream 
Fulfilled 


Mrs.  Ordo  M.  Pletcher 

Sebring,  Florida 


THE  Sebring  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  was  organized  Dec.  12, 
1916,  in  a  small  chapel  on  Poin- 
settia  Avenue  near  Pine  Street.  The 
site  was  given  to  the  church  by  Mr. 
George  Sebring,  the  founder  of  the 
town.  The  cofounders  of  the  church 
were  Elder  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Garst  and 
Elder  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore.  The 
other  charter  members  were  Elder 
and  Mrs  Riley  Peters,  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  H.  Kimmel,  Brother  and 
Sister  E.  M.  Cottrell,  Brother  and 
Sister  Taylor  Arnold,  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  W.  Lutz  and  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Stout.  Bro.  Garst  is  the  only  charter 
member  of  the  church  living. 

In  the  year  1919  the  chapel  was 
moved  to  the  corner  of  Oak  and 
Pine  Streets  and  a  small  Sunday- 
school  building  was  erected  on  the 
back  of  the  new  location. 

Increased  attendance  became  so 
great  that  by  the  year  1921  a  new 
sanctuary  was  built  and  the  former 
chapel  became  the  annex.  Dedica- 
tion of  this  new  edifice  took  place  in 
January  1922,  with  Elder  D.  H.  Zigler 
of  Broadway,  Va.,  as  the  speaker. 

Brethren  Moore  and  Garst  both 
served  the  church  in  the  capacity  of 


elder  and  pastor  in  the  beginning 
of  this  congregation.  Pastors  have 
been  J.  H.  Morris,  D.  E.  Miller,  Mc- 
Kinley  Coffman,  D.  D.  Fleishman;  at 
present  H.  B.  Heisey  is  pastor.  Local 
brethren  who  have  served  as  interim 
pastors  for  short  periods  have  been 
H.  A.  Spanogle,  Edgar  Stauffer,  I.  R. 
Pletcher,  and  Fred  Hollenberg. 

Lack  of  sufficient  Sunday-school 
rooms  and  the  crowded  conditions 
during  the  winter  season  caused 
many  persons  to  feel  the  need  of 
enlarged  facilities.  In  January  1948, 
a  building  committee  was  appointed 
consisting  of  the  following  persons: 
Edgar  Stauffer,  chairman,  Katherine 
Rinehart,  treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Marchand,  secretary,  John  Hollen- 
berg, Wm.  Hollinger,  Mrs.  Chalmer 
Barley,  Frank  Sargent,  B.  R.  Iken- 
berry,  C.  O.  Rogers,  and  Harry 
Swank.  Later  J.  D.  Wampler  was 
added  to  the  committee. 

Work  began  on  the  new  church  on 
July  5,  1948,  with  a  ground-breaking 
service,  at  which  the  elder,  Edgar 
Stauffer,  turned  the  first  shovel  of 
earth.  The  cornerstone  laying  took 
place  in  a  service  led  by  the  pastor, 
H.  B.  Heisey  on  Nov.  27,  1948.    The 


first  Sunday  service  to  be  held  in  the 
new  sanctuary  was  February  27, 
1949,  months  before  the  new  build- 
ing was  finished.  But  the  old  build- 
ing had  to  be  vacated  so  it  could  be 
moved  over  to  the  new  structure. 

The  congregation  decided  that  the 
new  sanctuary  should  be  a  memorial 
to  the  cofounders  of  the  Sebring 
church — Elders  J.  H.  Moore  and  J. 
H.  Garst.  Elder  Garst  was  consulted 
and  declined  the  honor  of  having  his 
name  used.  Thus  the  name  of  the 
church  is  the  J.  H.  Moore  Memorial 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

On  Jan.  22,  1950,  the  church  was 
dedicated  with  special  dedicatory 
worship  and  praise.  Elder  James  M. 
Moore,  pastor  of  the  Poplar  Grove 
church  of  Southern  Ohio  and  the 
son  of  the  cofounder  of  the  church 
in  Sebring,  brought  the  dedicatory 
message  on  The  House  of  God.  The 
prayer  and  benediction  were  given 
by  Elder  J.  H.  Garst,  the  remaining 
charter  member  of  the  church.  The 
church  was  filled  to  capacity  on 
dedication  Sunday  for  all  three  serv- 
ices of  the  day. 
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large  stone  standing  about  fifty  feet 
high  was  pointed  out  to  us  as  one 
of  their  gods  which  they  now  wor- 
ship and  believe  in.  On  the  very  top 
of  the  mountain  we  found  a  stone 
propped  up  in  the  center  of  a  hoed 
off  space.  This,  we  were  told,  was 
their  rain-god.  About  fifteen  feet 
from  the  rain-god  we  saw  his  house 
which  looked  like  one  of  the  peo- 
ple's houses,  only  much  smaller. 
Just  at  that  time  we  could  hear  rain 
in  the  distance;  it  sounded  like  a 
large  water  fall. 

At  the  edge  of  the  cliff  we  could 
look  down  over  the  village.  It  is 
the  largest  Margi  village.  It  lay 
peaceful  and  quiet  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  It  was  a  pretty  picture, 
each  compound  separated  from  its 
neighbors  by  grass-woven  fences. 
And  in  each  compound  we  could  see 
the  different  huts  for  the  different 
wives  and  then  a  cook  house,  a  goat 
house,  also  both  large  and  small 
grain  bins  made  of  mud  and  all 
topped  by  their  own  cone-shaped 
grass  roofs.  In  each  compound  we 
could  see  children  playing  and 
chickens  peacefully  searching  for 
food.  It  is  a  village  open  to  Christ. 
They  are  asking  for  a  teacher. 

That  evening  we  had  services  in 
the  moonlight.  About  eighty-four 
men  were  there.  They  seemed  to 
hang  on  every  word  that  came  out 
of  the  mouths  of  the  two  evangelists 
who  were  with  us.  They  never 
doubted  a  word  of  it  and  they  want- 
ed to  hear  more.  They  were  prom- 
ised that  if  they  wanted  to  hear 
more  about  this  Friend  Jesus,  we 
would  be  glad  to  tell  them  more  if 
they  would  meet  under  this  same 
fig  tree  at  sunrise. 

Long  before  sunrise  we  were 
awakened  by  the  sound  of  youthful 
voices  singing  a  native  melody.  It 
was  merry  and  light  in  its  tune. 
After  that  we  could  hear  the  groan 
of  the  grinding  stone  as  some  Margi 
woman  near  by  began  her  day's 
work.  Before  we  had  time  to  break- 
fast the  chief  was  there  to  ask  more 
about  the  way  of  God.  At  that  sun- 
rise service  there  were  not  just 
eighty-four  men,  but  over  200  men 
to  learn  more  about  this  loving  Fa- 
ther and  his  Son,  Jesus.  Yes,  they 
want  a  school.  They  want  to  learn 
more  about  this  heritage  of  life- 
without-end.  They  do  not  want  to 
call  it  a  school;  they  would  like  to 
call  it  a  house  of  God,  for  there  they 
will  meet  to  salute  him!  They  want 
this  knowledge  now  for  their  chil- 
dren. They  already  had  the  site 
picked  out  where  they  want  the 
house  of  God  built.   It  is  at  a  place 
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where  all  the  village  would  have  ac- 
cess to  it  and  where  one  entering 
the  village  can  easily  see  it. 

These  folks  who  once  fought  hun- 
ger and  thirst  for  freedom  are  now 
seeking  a  greater  freedom.  These 
eager  folks  from  out  of  a  rich  back- 
ground are  now  asking  for  a  teacher 
to  show  them  the  way  to  their  God 
whom  they  did  not  know  before. 

Are  we,  as  a  church,  prepared  to 
answer  the  call?  "Send  us  a  teach- 
er; we  are  waiting  in  our  darkness." 


FOOTPATHS 

Violet  Pfaltzgraff 

Garkida,  N.  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

AFRICAN  footpaths  are  no  fun 
to  the  tourist  but  they  are  a 
pleasure  to  the  poet.  For  all 
through  the  African  bushland  run 
footpaths  beaten  hard  by  bare  feet. 
They  reach,  someone  has  said,  all 
the  way  from  the  most  southern  tip 
of  the  continent  up  through  the  tall 
grass  at  times  and  again  through 
marshes,  and  then  again  through 
rocky  places,  up  hill  and  down  until 
they  end  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 
There  is  no  disturbing  of  nature  to 
make  the  paths  straight,  for  they 
patiently  wind  around  the  anthill 
and  the  fallen  tree  alike. 

The  footpaths  are  not  empty  for 
they  pulsate  with  life  carrying  com- 
munications from  one  village  to 
another.  And  with  that  life,  the 
Western  world  is  beginning  to  flow, 
too.  Down  those  hot  patient  paths 
go  traders  bringing  their  wares  and 
the  white  man  his  whisky.  Down 
those  paths  consecrated  to  travel  by 
tired  black  feet  also  goes  the  Mo- 
hammedan. And  with  him  he  carries 
the  news  that  is  holy  to  him:  news 
of  a  dead  prophet  who  meant  to 
lead  men  to  God.  And  then  again 
one  can  see  the  missionary  of  Christ 
going  down  those  paths  carrying 
with  him  the  news  that  is  holy  to 
him:  the  news  of  a  risen  Lord  and 
the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

As  one  sees  those  paths  wind  in 
and  out  one  is  made  to  think.  You 
know,  as  fellow  members  of  the 
human  race  we  are  responsible  i  for 
what  happens  to  our  fellow  men. 
And  each  small  task  that  we  do  or 
do  not  do  affects  our  neighbors.  And 
so  if  you  do  not  believe  that  Christ 
was  meant  for  our  African  brother 
then  be  sure  that  you  never  give 
a  cent  to  missions  or  never  forget 
not  to  mention  this  project  of  His 
in  prayer.  But  if  you  have  bene- 
fited by  His  grace  then  you  will 
want  the  same  privilege  for  the  Af- 
rican.  And  throwing  heart  and  soul 


into  your  belief  of  redemption  for 
all  men  you  will  want  to  support 
missions  not  only  by  giving  financial  | 
support  but  also  by  remembering  to 
ask  in  prayer  that  the  living  God 
will  guide  and  give  aid  in  each  mi-  ! 
nute  case. 

What  are  you  sending  down  those  j 
paths  of  Africa?  You  cannot  be  neu-  j 
tral.  You  are  for  or  against.  Is  it  I 
castoffs  of  Western  civilization,  or  i 
is  it  the  Bible  and  the  hope  that  goes  I 
with  it?  Does  it  matter  to  you  which  I 
is  placed  in  those  black  hands  first: 
the  Koran  or  the  Bible?  It  matters 
to  Him. 


Medical  Progress  Is  Being 
Made 

Mary  N.  Dadisman 

Northern  Nigeria,  British  West  Africa 

WHAT   are   the   trends   in  the 
medical    work    in    Bura    and 
Margi  land   after  twenty-six 
years  of  work  amongst  the  Buras  and 
Margis?    In  the  very  early  years  of  j 
the  medical  work  the  majority  of 
the  people   were   afraid  to   try  the  I 
white  man's  medicine  lest  they  bring 
the  wrath  of  the  gods  upon  them-  I 
selves.    Only  those  people  who  felt  ' 
that  there  could  be  nothing  worse 
in  store  for  them  than  what  they  : 
had    already    suffered    ventured   to 
come  to  the  mission  hospital.    But  i 
as  these  very  extreme  cases  became  J 
relieved  others  began  to  see  that  the 
white  man's  medicine  really  was  ef- 
fective;  then  they  began  to  go  to 
him  too  until  today  we  can  hardly 
find  enough  time  or  money  to  care 
for  all  who  come.  Whereas  formerly 
patients  came  only  in  the  extremities 
of    their    sufferings    we    now   have 
many  who  come  as  soon  as  an  ulcer 
begins  or  as  soon  as  they  have  symp- 
toms of  any  sort  that  lead  them  to 
think  that  they  are  not  entirely  well. 
It   is   a   challenge   to  see   a  mother 
come  with  her  wee  babe  that  has 
just  been  burned  before  she  has  put 
something  unsterile  on  it.  She  comes 
with  complete   confidence  that  the 
burned  area  will  heal  quickly  with- 
out infection  and  pus  and  each  day 
she  says  "thank  you"  over  and  over 
when  she  sees  that  the  denuded  area 
is    growing    smaller    and    smaller. 
Though  many  come  to  the  hospital 
early  there  are  still  those  who  wait 
until  it   is   too   late   or   almost  too 
late  before  they  come  and  there  are 
some  who  will  not  come  at  all.  But 
we  praise  God  for  the  many  who 
do  come  early  and  for  those  who 
are  really  beginning  to  try  to  have 
better  food,  purer  water  and  cleaner 
compounds. 


Brotherhood 
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Recreational  Leaders'  Laboratory 

On  the  laps  of  seventy-five  work- 
shoppers  seated  in  a  circle  in  the 
auditorium  at  the  Brethren  center 
at  New  Windsor,  Md.,  was  an  assort- 
ment of  handicrafts  such  as  rugs 
woven  on  looms,  reed  baskets  and 
mats,  shell  craft  jewelry,  plastic 
paperweights,  hand-tooled  leather 
belts  and  carved-wood  animals.  It 
was  the  last  day  of  1949  but,  more 
important,  the  last  day  of  the  first 
recreational  leaders'  laboratory  spon- 
sored by  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. In  turn  each  person  was  sharing 
with  the  group  his  creative  achieve- 
ments of  the  week. 

Have  you  ever  seen  a  boy  hold 
up  with  pride  a  scarf  and  say,  "I 
knitted  this  four  times  this  week"? 
You  should  have  heard  one  lady  who 
was  rather  inconspicuous  all  week 
rise  and  show  the  group  a  half  dozen 
beautiful  products.  One  was  a  dried 
apple  doll.  With  quite  a  bit  of  feel- 
ing she  said,  "This  is  my  grand- 
mother, the  sweetest,  dearest  person 
I  ever  knew."  One  leader  said,  "I'll 
never  forget  the  look  on  the  face  of 
one  workshopper  when  he  threw  his 
own  first  boomerang.  In  faith  he 
worked  three  hours  in  the  shop  shap- 
ing it.  When  the  test  time  came  his 
face  revealed  a  glorious  'it-actually- 
works-and-I-did-it'  expression."  One 
church  is  certain  to  profit  in  more 
ways  than  one  for  sending  its  repre- 
sentative. He  made  a  beautiful  set 
of  collection  plates — his  first  experi- 
ence of  working  with  a  lathe. 

Let  us  go  around  the  clock  on 
one  of  the  five  days  at  New  Windsor 
between  Christmas  and  New  Year. 
Because  we  believe  that  worship 
is  the  highest  form  of  recreation, 
each  breakfast  was  concluded  with  a 
"thought  for  the  day."  At  nine 
o'clock  "Cheesy"  Voran  made  twenty 
minutes  fly  by  as  we  forget  our- 
selves in  group  singing.  Then  we 
had  ninety  minutes  for  a  forum.  The 
last  hour  each  morning  was  spent  in 
small  groups  learning  active  games 
and  how  to  lead  them.  From  two  to 
four  in  the  afternoon  twenty  craft 
skills  were  offered.  From  four  to 
five,  small  groups  met  for  leader- 
ship helps  in  camping,  music,  social 
planning  and  folk  games. 

At  the  noon  meal  there  was  an- 
other lengthy  song  fest  and  during 
the  evening  meal  stunts  and  skits 
were  shared.  From  7:30  to  8:15  each 
evening  we  planned  social  recrea- 
tion followed  by  an  hour's  discussion 
period.   Then  came  a  snack,  a  dem- 
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These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.    It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


I  welcome  each  number  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  with  big  joy.  Its  reading  gives 
me  many  inspiration  and  edification. 
There  are  many  articles  which  find  our 
full  approval. 

Besides  we  are  eager  for  all  publications 
which  describe  the  conditions  in  Germany. 
So  we  pursued  with  excitement  what  you 
published  from  the  diary  of  Mr.  Raymond 
R.  Peters.  There  we  could  confirm  every 
sentence.  Nothing  is  exaggerated  there 
and  nothing  is  taken  too  easy.  Especially 
we  were  impressed  by  his  following  con- 
siderations, "or  suppose  all  of  the  people 
of  German  descent  would  be  forced  to 
leave  U.S.A.  ...  it  would  include  many 
Brethren  .  .  .  we  would  be  forced  to  leave 
everything  and  flee  to  Canada,  South 
America,  etc.  This  is  a  crazy  world."  We 
felt  there  is  a  man  who  is  trying  to 
understand  the  hard  fate  we  are  bearing 
as  refugees,  what  it  means  to  lose  all 
vital  things.  Indeed,  we  learned  that 
many  things  are  not  as  vital  as  the 
average  man  thinks  and  what  it  means 
when  our  Lord  says,  "Lay  hot  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal."  So  we 
are  in  permanent  danger  to  become  hope- 
less, but  we  believe  that  there  would  be 
places  in  the  marvelous  world  which  God 
has  given  all  mankind  where  there  we 
could  find  the  things  all  of  us  are  inter- 
ested in  how  you  wrote — homes,  places 
of  worship,  schools  and  work  to  do.  Like 
the  psalmist,  "we  lift  our  eyes  unto  the 
hills,  whence  cometh  our  help,"  and  there 
Is  no  hopelessness. — Hans  Purschwitz,  Ger- 
many. 


Does  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  follow  the  Ten 
Commandments  when  they  observe  pagan 
Sunday  as  the  Lord's  Day  instead  of  the 
seventh  day,  Saturday,  as  the  Lord  so 
plainly  commanded.  If  we  do  not  observe 
the  seventh  day,  why  not?  Will  you  write 
an  editorial  explaining  why  we  observe  a 
pagan  day  instead  of  a  Lord's  day?— G.  W. 
Miller,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Just  recently,  I  attended  a  youth  rally, 
a  district  rally  of  a  well-known  district 
in  my  own  beloved  Brotherhood.  There 
were  close  to  one  hundred  youth  in  at- 
tendance. 

In  the  afternoon  the  program  included 
a  discussion  led  by  a  capable  discussion 
leader  of  our  church.  Among  other  lead- 
ing questions  asked  the  group  by  the 
leader  was,  "How  much  money  would 
you  like  to  make  per  week?"  The  range 
was  wide — $35  to  $500  per  week,  to  be 
exact.  The  discussion  was  led  to  the 
question,  "How  would  you  spend  $500 
per  week?"  One  lad  suggested  that  the 
government  would  get  20%,  he  would 
give  70%  to  the  Lord's  work,  and  live 
on  10%.  This  is  good,  I  thought.  I  venture 
to  guess  that  not  many  of  the  adults 
present  would  have  apportioned  it  quite 
that  way.  But  now  comes  the  thing  that 
disturbs  me.  One  lad  said  this:  "If  I 
had  that  much  money  to  spend,  I  would 
have  to  do  a  lot  of  praying."  The  remark 
was  passed  over  lightly.  One  of  the  min- 
isters in  the  group  was  led  to  quote  from 
the  words  of  Jesus:  "How  hardly  can  a 
rich  man  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  The  scripture  was  ignored. 
Then  came  another  quotation:  "What 
shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  The  re- 
sponse? Further  investigations  were  not 
made  into  what  the  Bible  teaches. 

So  now  I'm  disturbed!  If  we  cannot 
give  God's  word  to  our  youth  upon  which 
they  may  build  their  lives,  what  have 
we  to  give  them?  Youth  are  confused. 
No  wonder.  So  are  parents.  Where,  if 
not  in  the  Scriptures,  can  we  become 
settled? 

We  are  teaching  our  youth  today  to 
build  a  peaceful  world,  and  rightly  so. 
But  on  what  basis:  some  man-made 
philosophy,  or  the  way  of  peace  shown 
us  by  Christ  and  revealed  in  the  Scrip- 
tures? Our  youth  are  making  money  in 
proportions  unheard  of  in  an  earlier  time. 
How  can  they  know  how  to  use  it  in 
a  Christian  way  unless  we  give  them 
the  way  Jesus  taught  in  the  Scriptures? — 
From  a  Sunday-school  teacher  of  youth. 


onstration  and  closing  worship. 

During  the  week  two  resource 
leaders  shared  recent  experiences  in 
Europe.  Mrs.  Priscilla  Urner  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  who  had  attended 
an  international  folk  festival  in  Italy 
several  months  earlier,  shared  au- 
thentic folk  music  and  dances  that 
she  picked  up  traveling  in  different 
countries.  Miss  Rachel  Garner  of 
Westminster,  Md.,  whose  original 
dried  apple  dolls  are  nationally 
known,  shared  her  experiences  in 
the  Scandanavian  countries  where 
she  spent  four  months  studying 
homecrafts.  A  lady  in  a  DP  family 
being  processed  through  the  Breth- 
ren relief  center  at  the  time  taught 
the  group  a  unique  method  of  mak- 
ing leather  artificial  flowers  with 
hot  iron  prongs. 

Camp  leaders,  local  church  leaders 
and  college  campus  leaders  were 
trained  in  recreational  leadership 
skills  such  as  conducting  games, 
music,  socials  and  crafts.  Twice  a 
.day  there  were  lengthy  discussions 
and    forums    on    the    philosophy    of 


recreation,  recreation  and  the  family, 
and  the  church's  responsibility  for 
recreation. 

The  laboratory  was  partially  sub- 
sidized by  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  and  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Commission  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board.  An  area  com- 
mittee was  elected  to  follow  through 
with  a  self-supporting  similar  work- 
shop in  the  East  next  year.  Na- 
tional funds  will  be  shifted  to  the 
Western  Region,  probably  McPher- 
son,  Kansas,  for  a  demonstration 
laboratory  next  year  with  the  hope 
that  this  area  can  likewise  follow 
through  with  a  self-supporting  lab- 
oratory. There  are  tentative  plans 
for  a  super  laboratory  in  two  years 
in  the  Central  Region  to  continue  to 
train  leaders  for  other  workshops. 

New  Windsor  is  an  ideal  place  for 
a  laboratory  of  this  kind  because 
here  Brethren  Volunteer  Service 
workers  are  being  trained.  Each 
unit,   which  spends   two   months   in 
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training  prior  to  serving  on  a  proj- 
ect for  ten  months,  is  given  much 
training  in  recreational  and  leader- 
ship skills.  The  crafts  program  has 
been  growing  steadily  under  the 
supervision  of  Genevieve  Crist  and 
Ed  Crill.  Equipment  and  facilities 
at  the  center  are  excellent  for  train- 
ing leaders. — Don  Snider,  National 
Youth  Director. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  G.  Wine  of  near 
Enders,  Nebr.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  Sunday,  Jan.  1, 
1950,  with  a  family  reunion,  at  which  all 
of  their  thirteen  children  were  present. 
Open  house  was  held  for  relatives  and 
friends. 

Bro.  Wine,  born  at  Forrestville,  Pa.,  in 
1871,  and  Sister  Lottie  Keller  Wine,  born 
at  Lincolnville,  Pa.,  in  1880,  were  married 
at  Octavia,  Nebr.,  the  first  day  of  the 
twentieth  century,  Jan.  1,  1900. 

Bro.  Wine  has  been  an  active  minister 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  over 
fifty  years.  Many  of  those  years  as  a  min- 
ister were  spent  in  Chase  County,  Nebr. 
The  Wine  family  are  musicians,  each 
one  playing  an  instrument  in  the  family 
band.  The  seven  girls  often  sang  vocal 
numbers  as  also  did  the  six  boys. 

Their  children  are  as  follows:  Leta  Wine 
of  Chicago,  111.,  Mrs.  Walter  Jensen  of 
Benkelman,  Nebr.,  Newell  of  Brighton, 
Colo.,  Mrs.  Lee  Trowbridge  of  Missoula, 
Mont.,  Mrs.  Lee  Warnke  of  Ft.  Collins, 
Colo.,  Ronald  of  Kersey,  Colo.,  Lee  of 
Blunt,  S.  Dak.,  Mrs.  Floyd  Van  Dyke, 
Glenn,  Mrs.  George  Oltman,  Gerald,  and 
Vesta  Wine,  all  of  Enders,  Nebr.  The 
couple  also  have  a  large  number  of  grand- 
children.— Submitted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wine,  Enders,  Nebr. 

Note:  Since  this  was  prepared  for  use, 
Bro.  Wine  has  passed  away. 

Golden  Wedding 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Blickenstaff  of 
Nampa,  Idaho,  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  Jan.   16,   1950. 


The  couple  were  married  in  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 
Swartz  of  Pyrmont,  Ind.  In  1909  they 
moved  to  Nampa  and  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Nampa  church  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  They  served  in  the  office 
of  deacon  for  many  years  and  in  other 
activities  of  the  congregation. 

All  seven  children  were  present  for  the 
reception.  They  are  Dr.  Paul  E.  of  Port- 
land, Oregon,  Dr.  Ray  E.,  Isaac  and  Le- 
Roy,  all  of  Nampa,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Gilbert  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scheel  of 
Omaha,   Nebr.,   and   Mrs.   E.   L.   Dowd   of 


Kewanee,  111.  They  also  have  fourteen 
grandchildren.  —  Ruth  Gilbert,  Nampa, 
Idaho. 

Celebrate  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.   Clayton  of  Chicago, 
111.,   celebrated   their   golden   wedding   an- 
niversary on  Dec.  28,  1949,  with  open  house. 
The    couple    were 
married  on  Dec.  28, 
1899,  at  Sister  Clay- 
ton's   grandparents' 
home       in       Littig, 
Texas. 

They  are  the 
parents  of  four 
children,  two  of 
whom  are  living. 
They  are  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth Bills  of  Kans- 
as City,  Mo.,  and 
Joseph  E.,  Jr.,  of 
Chicago.  The  cou- 
ple also  have 
grandchildren. 
Sister  Clayton  is 
of  age  and  Brother 
Bro.  Clayton  is  a  min- 
ister in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. — D.  W. 
Bittinger,  Elgin,  111. 


sixty-seven     years 
Clayton  is  seventy. 


Albright-Beine. — Earl  Albright  and  Vada 
Beine,  both  of  Lena,  111.,  Nov.  23,  1949,  in 
the  Dixon  church,  111.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— C.  A.  Bryan,  Dixon,  HI. 

Bietry-Fellers. — Eugene  Bietry  and  Grace 
Elisabeth  Fellers,  both  of  New  Paris,  Ohio, 
in  the  Cedar  Grove  church  of  Southeastern 
Ohio,  Feb.  12,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
C.  O.  Brubaker,  Hollansburg,  Ohio. 

Bronson-Baker.  —  Wylie  Bronson  and 
Joan  Baker,  both  of  McCune,  Kansas,  at 
the  Osage  church  parsonage,  Jan.  29,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Francis  L.  Shene- 
felt,  McCune,  Kansas. 

Clark-Kopp. — DeWayne  A.  Clark  of  Clay- 
ton, Mich.,  and  Clela  Marie  Kopp  of  Osseo, 
Mich.,  Jan.  22,  1950,  in  the  Congregational 
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church,  Ramson,  Mich.,  by  the  under- 
signed.—H.  H.  Hendricks,  Adrian,  Mich. 

Colosino-Blocker.— Michael  L.  Colosino  of 
Dundalk,  Md.,  and  Alfretta  Blocker  of 
Monongah,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  21,  1950,  in  the 
Dundalk  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned.— 
Raymon  E.  Eller,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Cooksey-Nifong. — Arthur  W.  Cooksey  of 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  Lorna  Mae  Nifong 
of  Bourbon,  Ind.,  Jan.  16,  1950,  in  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— N.  H.  Miller,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Dearr-Smiih. — Marvin  D.  Dearr  and  Er- 
line  Smith,  both  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  at 
the  Santa  Ana  church,  Feb.  12,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  R.  Jennings,  Santa  Ana, 
Calif. 

Elledge-Hankins. — Bert  Elledge,  Jr.,  and 
Alice  Hankins,  both  of  Edgewood,  Iowa, 
Sept.  10,  1949,  in  the  Leon  Harbaugh  home, 
Garber,  Iowa,  by  the  undersigned. — Beryl 
R.  McCann,  Garber,  Iowa. 

Franiz-Witmore. — Byron  D.  Frantz  and 
Eula  Witmore,  both  of  McPherson,  Kan- 
sas, in  the  McPherson  church,  Dec.  21, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Earl  M.  Frantz, 
McPherson,  Kansas. 

Hobel-Davison. — James  A.  Hobel  of  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  and  Gertrude  E.  Davison  of 
Oregon,  HI.,  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Nov.  5,  1949,  by  the  undersigned.— C. 
A.  Bryan,  Dixon,  HI. 

Kline-Lindenberger. — Clifford  W.  Kline 
and  Mildred  June  Lindenberger,  both  of 
Burnham,  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1950,  in  the  Burn- 
ham  church,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  Eli  S.  Keeny.— 
Mrs.  Eli  S.  Keeny,  Burnham,  Pa. 

Knighi-Wilhelm.— Aulton  L.  Knight  of 
Dundalk,  Md.,  and  Peggy  Wilhelm  of  Mid- 
dle River,  Md.,  in  the  chapel-parsonage, 
Jan.  21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Ray- 
mon E.  Eller,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Swinger-Kruckeberg. — James  R.  Swinger 
of  Arcanum,  Ohio,  and  Alice  M.  Krucke- 
berg  of  Versailles,  Ohio,  in  the  Trinity  Lu- 
theran church,  Versailles,  Aug.  28,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned. — W.  R.  Swinger,  Pitsburg, 
Ohio. 


Any  books  mentioned  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Ed. 
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Flossie     and     Bossie.      Eva     Le- 

Galliene.  Harper,  1949.  210  pages. 
$2.00. 

Children  may  like  this  story  of 
two  bantam  hens  who  wanted  to 
be  mothers.  Older  people  will  enjoy 
the  gentle  satire.  For  children  of 
ten  years  and  older. — Hazel  Ken- 
nedy. 

My  Call  to  Preach.  E.  A.  Hunter, 
compiler.  Tidings,  1946.  93  pages. 
35  cents. 

A  challenging  little  book  present- 
ing the  personal  experiences  of  fif- 
teen Methodist  ministers  in  their 
individual  calls  to  preach.  It  should 
be  valuable  to  young  men  faced  with 
God's  call  to  the  ministry  and  heart- 
ening to  ministers  who  have  ac- 
cepted that  call.  Bishop  Edwin  Holt 
Hughes  devotes  a  chapter  to  the 
rewards  of  the  ministry — a  chapter 
which  is  rich  indeed! — Charles  E. 
Zunkel. 

Contemporary  Thinking  About 
Paul.  Thomas  S.  Kepler,  compiler. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1950.  442 
pages.   $4.00. 

Here  is  a  collection  of  the  best 
writings  on  the  various  phases  of 
Paul's  situation,  life,  work  and  the- 


ology. It  is  a  compilation  from  more 
than  fifty  scholars  in  several  coun- 
tries and  religious  groups.  In  such 
a  work,  one  would  not  expect  con- 
tinuity, but  the  compiler  has  done 
an  excellent  piece  of  work  in  or- 
ganization. One  would  not  expect 
unity  in  point  of  view;  the  require- 
ment in  selection  was  that  the  writ- 
ers be  from  the  stream  of  historical 
study.  Very  useful  for  the  serious 
student  of  Paul. — Ernest  G.  Hoff. 

Twenty-four  Missionary  Stories 
From  China.  Basil  Miller.  Warner 
Press,  1949.    109  pages.   $1.25. 

Basil  Miller  has  found  these  sto- 
ries about  Chinese  Christians  in 
various  denominational  magazines 
and  church  papers.  Each  account 
is  true  and  is  told  with  feeling  and 
understanding.  The  book  reveals  the 
power  of  Christian  influence  in  in- 
dividual lives  and  in  the  uplift  and 
benefits  which  come  to  groups  of 
people  and  entire  communities.  A 
missionary  storybook  like  this  might 
well  be  placed  on  the  center  table 
in  a  home  where  the  children  as 
well  as  the  parents  could  pick  it  up 
frequently  and  read  a  chapter. — 
Anetta  C.  Mow. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Elsie  Woods  Eikenberry 

Elsie  Eikenberry,  daughter  of  James  and 
Emma  Smith  Woods,  was  born  Jan.  4,  1881, 
at  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  and  passed  away  at  her 
home  in  Wenatchee, 
Wash.,  Oct.  15,  1949. 
In  1900  she  was 
married  to  Maurice 
Eikenberry  at  Wor- 
thington,  Minn.  Aft- 
er a  number  of 
years  at  Worthing- 
ton  and  Barnum, 
Minn.,  where  they 
served  as  rural  mail 
carrier,  lumberman, 
school  janitor  and 
assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  they 
moved  to  We- 
natchee,  Wash.,  in 
1919,  where  they 
have  since  resided 
and  have  been  faithful  members  of  the 
local  church.  She  served  her  church  ac- 
tively and  faithfully.  She  was  interested 
in  those  around  her  and  a  devoted  mother. 
Surviving  are  four  sons,  Dale  and  Wil- 
liam of  Seattle,  Wash.,  Merle  of  Fresno, 
Calif.,  and  Otto  of  Wenatchee;  one  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Beulah  Jordon  of  Wenatchee; 
sixteen  grandchildren;  and  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Boitnott  and  Mrs.  Geneva  Shoe- 
maker, both  of  Wenatchee. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Wenatchee  church  by  Bro.  Loren  Bowman. 
— Geraldine  Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 


Peter  I.  Garber 

Peter  Isaac,  son  of  Elder  Jacob  A.   and 

Mary  Elizabeth   Myers    Garber,   was   born 

in  Greenmount,  Va.,  Aug.  5,  1877,  and  died 

Oct.  15,  1949,  at  his 

home  in  Petersburg, 

W.  Va. 

At  a  very  early 
age  he  joined  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

In  1899  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Lillle  Frances 
Cline.  To  this  un- 
ion two  daughters 
and  four  sons  were 
born. 

In  1910  Brother 
and  Sister  Garber 
were  called  to  serve 
in  the  Christian 
ministry.  The  first 
twenty  years  he  operated  his  farm  near 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  labored  faithfully 
as  a  part-time  servant  of  the  Lord.  In 
1930  he  answered  the  call  to  give  all  of 
his  time  to  the  church.  He  moved  to  Pe- 
tersburg and  was  elder  and  pastor  of  the 
Bethel  and  Walnut  Grove  congregations 
until  a  few  months  before  his  death.  While 
Bro.  Garber  gave  full  time  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry  he  received  only  part-time  fi- 
nancial support.  Bro.  Garber  helped  in  the 
building  of  the  church  and  the  parsonage 
and  spent  many  days  and  weeks  in  labor 
and  in  field  solicitation.  He  served  almost 
forty  years  in  the  ministry.  Bro.  Garber 
was  one  of  five  boysin  his  parents'  home, 
four  of  whom  became  elders  and  ministers 
in  the  church,  and  the  other  one  a  deacon. 
Those  surviving  are:  his  wife;  six  chil- 
dren, Jacob  M.  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  Edward 
F.  of  Elkton,  Va.,  Mrs.  Luther  Alt  and 
Clarence  B.,  both  of  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
Cline  and  Mrs.  Forest  Sites,  both  of  Pe- 
tersburg, W.  Va.;  one  brother,  D.  B.  Garber 
of  Barboursville,  Va.;  and  twelve  grand- 
children. 

A  brief  service  was  held  at  the  home  by 
the  undersigned.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Greenmount  church,  Va.,  by 
Bro.  Luther  S.  Miller,  assisted  by  Bro.  C. 
E.  Long  and  the  undersigned.  Burial  was 
in  the  cemetery  near  the  church. — Joseph 
E.  Whitacre,  Petersburg,  W.  Va, 


Lydia  G.  Best 
Mrs.  Lydia  G.  Best,  aged  sixty-four  years, 
wife  of  William  T.  Best,  was  born  in  Eph- 
rata.  Pa.,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1949,  at  the  home 
of      her      daughter, 
Mrs.   George  Mayer 
of  Wilmington,  Del. 
A  resident  of  the 
Wilmington  vicinity 
for      over      thirty 
years,  Mrs.  Best  was 
a    charter    member 
of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren     at    Rich- 
ardson    Park,     Del. 
After   the   death   of 
her     husband,     she 
mj  I    /    /       £  had  made  her  home 

,f      ?     /  ;      '•  with    her    daughter, 

df UsJL  d. ..A..Jt,>ix^,^Jk  A    devoted    mem- 

ber of  the  church. 
Sister  Best  taught  Sunday-school  classes 
for  years,  served  as  home  department  su- 
perintendent and  regularly  visited  every 
home  in  the  congregation.  She  and  her 
husband  had  served  on  the  deacon  board 
since  the  organization  of  the  Wilmington 
congregation  in  1916.  Her  cheerful  disposi- 
tion and  positive  outlook  upon  all  phases 
of  life  endeared  her  to  a  host  of  friends. 
She  is  survived  by  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
George  Mayer,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Bosserman  of 
East  Berlin,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Anna  Best,  mis- 
sionary to  the  Belgian  Congo,  Africa,  now 
studying  in  Belgium;  three  sons,  Olois  of 
Orlando,  Fla.,  Lewis  and  Wilbur  of  Wil- 
mington, Del.;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Katie  Whit- 
man of  Ephrata,  Pa.;  and  eight  grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  River- 
view  cemetery,  Lancaster,  Pa. — Norman  F. 
Ford,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Charles  Altland 

Charles  Altland  was  born  March  21,  1868, 
and  passed  away  Nov.  29,  1949. 

In  1892  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Amanda  Gochenour.  They  went  to  house- 
keeping on  the  farm  on  which  he  lived  all 
of  his  life. 

In  1900  Bro.  Altland  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  and  in  1918  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership;  he  served  faithfully  in  this  ca- 
pacity all  of  his  life. 

He  is  survived  by  sons,  a  daughter  and 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Bermudian  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  J.  Melvin  Jacobs.— J.  Albert 
Cook,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

Laura  H.  Haugh 

Laura  Harshbarger  Haugh,  wife  of  Prof. 
Benjamin  S.  Haugh  of  La  Verne,  Calif., 
was  born  March  21,  1877,  in  Huntingdon, 
Pa.,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1949. 

She  attended  McPherson  College,  Kansas, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Academy  of 
Shorthand  and  Speech  in  1899.  From  1902 
to  1904  she  taught  at  Manchester  College, 
Ind. 

In  1904  she  was  married  to  Benjamin  S. 
Haugh.  Sister  Haugh  taught  speech  and 
dramatics  in  La  Verne  College  for  three 
years.  From  1907  until  1911  she  attended 
the  College  of  Expression  in  Chicago  and 
graduated  in  1911.  At  the  same  time  she 
also  taught  at  Bethany  Bible  School. 

For  two  years  she  taught  at  McPherson 
College  and  in  1913  returned  to  La  Verne 
College,  where  she  was  a  member  of  the 
faculty  until  her  retirement  in  1939.  She 
received  her  A.B.  degree  from  La  Verne 
College  in  1920  and  her  M.A.  degree  from 
the  University  of  California  in  1924,  having 
taught  also  at  the  university  while  studying 
for  her  Master's  degree.  So  far  as  is 
known,  Professor  and  Mrs.  Haugh  were 
the  only  couple  ever  to  have  received  the 
award  of  service  of  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission  for  thirty-five  years  of 
service  together  in  Christian  higher  edu- 
cation in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  La  Verne  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 


Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  La 
Verne  church  by  Brethren  Galen  B.  Og- 
den,  Cleo  C.  Beery  and  Harold  D.  Fas- 
nacht.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Ever- 
green cemetery,  La  Verne. — Galen  B.  Og- 
den.  La  Verne,  Calif. 

A.  K.  Trimmer 

Andrew  Kenton  Trimmer  was  born  July 
24,  1864,  in  Kentucky  and  died  at  the  coun- 
ty hospital,  Quinter,  Kansas,  Nov.  12,  1949. 

Bro.  Trimmer  grew  to  young  manhood 
in  Adams  county,  Pa.  In  1886  he  came  to 
Gove  County  and  homesteaded  a  quarter 
section  of  land  near  Quinter. 

In  1887  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Alice 
Wagner  of  Pennsylvania.  To  this  union 
were  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom, 
Joseph,  Wilda  and  Harry,  preceded  him  in 
death. 

Bro.  Trimmer  operated  a  general  mer- 
chandise store  at  Quinter  in  the  late  1880's. 
He  bought  the  Quinter  Republican  in  1889. 
In  1895  the  family  moved  to  Gove  where  he 
purchased  the  Gove  County  Gazette,  which 
has  been  know  as  the  Gove  County  Repub- 
lican-Gazette. Bro.  Trimmer  was  editor 
for  sixty  years. 

For  many  years  he  served  as  city  clerk 
and  as  city  councilman  in  Gove. 

Bro.  Trimmer  was  a  member  of  the 
Quinter  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  a 
devout  Christian. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  four  children, 
Lydia  Trimmer  and  Theodore,  both  at 
home,  Ernest  of  Gove,  Mrs.  Claude  Thomas 
of  Garfield,  Kansas;  four  grandchildren; 
and  one  great-grandchild. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Gove 
Methodist  church  by  Rev.  V.  J.  Smith  of 
Gove.  Interment  was  in  the  Quinter  ceme- 
tery.— E.  R.  Trimmer,  Gove  Kansas. 

Jennie  B.  Royer 

Jennie  B.  Royer,  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Emma  Mantell  Saxe,  was  born  May  19, 
1887,  at  Mogadore,  Ohio,  and  died  Jan.  10, 
1950,  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

In  1907  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Warren  Paul  Kreiner,  who  died  in  1936. 
Later,  she  was  married  to  Bro.  John  Royer 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  also  preceded  her  in 
death. 

She  is  survived  by  four  sons,  four  sis- 
ters, one  brother  and  ten  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Spring- 
field church,  Northeastern  Ohio,  by  Bro. 
C.  H.  Petry,  assisted  by  Bro.  L.  R.  Hol- 
singer.  Interment  was  in  the  Maple  Hill 
cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  H.  Petry,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Frick,  Austa  M.  Alheim,  was  born  in  Up- 
per Sandusky,  Ohio,  Jan.  21,  1896,  and  died 
Feb.  1,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Lester 
Frick  in  Albion,  Ind.,  June  29,  1918.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Osceola,  Ind.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  one  son,  five  daugh- 
ters, six  grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
four  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Goshen  City  church  by  Elders  Edward 
Stump,  her  pastor,  and  T.  E.  George.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  West  Goshen  cemetery. — 
Edward  Stump,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Greenwood,  Erma  R.,  daughter  of  M.  F. 
and  Dora  Sutphin  Woods,  was  born  at  Cen- 
tralia,  Wash.,  Oct.  1,  1912.  She  was  married 
to  Ralph  E.  Greenwood  on  Nov.  24,  1932. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  her  moth- 
er, two  sons,  two  daughters,  two  brothers 
and  six  sisters.  She  was  active  in  the  local 
church  and  contributed  much  to  the  musi- 
cal program  of  the  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  church  by  her  pas- 
tor, Loren  S.  Bowman. — Geraldine  Eller, 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Herizog,  Harriet,  was  born  at  Olathe, 
Kansas,  Dec.  21,  1871,  and  died  near  the 
home  of  her  daughter  at  Anacortes,  Wash., 
June  23,  1949.  She  was  married  to  Elder 
Phares  Hertzog  and  spent  all  of  her  mar- 
ried life  as  the  wife  of  a  pioneer  church 
elder.  She  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
church  at  Yakima,  Wash.,  before  moving 
into  the  mountains  above  Leavenworth, 
when  the  Brethren  began  an  early  coloni- 
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zation  at  Plain.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band and  the  disbandment  of  the  church 
there,  she  retired  to  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
where  she  held  her  last  membership.  She 
is  survived  by  six  sons,  one  daughter,  four- 
teen grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild, 
one  brother  and  three  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  her  elder,  Jay  Eller. 
Interment  was  at  Leavenworth,  Wash. — 
Geraldine  Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Houff,  Ida  Frances  Landis,  died  Jan.  24, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She 
is  survived  by  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  faith 
but  one  of  her  children  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Pleasant  Valley  Church  of  the 
Brethren  near  Weyers  Cave.  Fueral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Salem  Lutheran 
church  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  P.  J.  Bame,  as- 
sisted by  the  undersigned. — Murray  L. 
Wagner,  Weyers  Cave,  Va. 

Howdyshell,  Mae  Lillie,  daughter  of  J. 
W.  and  Julie  Rexrode  Howdyshell,  was 
born  April  7,  1928,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1949. 
She  is  survived  by  two  sisters  and  four 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Emmanuel  church,  of  which  she  was  a 
member,  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Foster,  assisted  by 
Bro.  M.  C.  Sanger.  Burial  was  in  the 
church  cemetery. — Betty  Shull,  Mt.  Solon, 
Va. 

Johnson,  Delia,  was  born  at  California, 
Mo.,  Jan.  8,  1879,  and  died  in  Wenatchee, 
Wash.,  May  8,  1949.  She  was  married  to 
William  Johnson  at  Billings,  Mo.,  Sept.  13, 
1900.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
in  1936.  She  was  born  into  a  Lutheran 
home  and  entered  into  the  program  of  the 
church.  After  her  marriage,  she  went  with 
her  husband  to  the  Baptist  church,  where 
she  took  an  active  part  as  a  singer,  teacher 
and  superintendent  of  small  children. 
After  her  husband's  death,  she  made  her 
home  with  her  youngest  daughter,  where 
she  became  an  active  and  faithful  worker 
in  the  Wenatchee  Valley  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  two  daugh- 
ters and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  Jay  Eller  of  the  Wenatchee 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Memorial 
Park  cemetery  at  Wenatchee. — Geraldine 
Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Lawson,  Robert  L.,  son  of  Mark  and  Re- 
becca Garber  Lawson,  was  born  March  20, 
1863,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1950.  He  is  survived 
by  one  stepson  and  several  nieces  and 
nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church  near  Crimora,  Va., 
by  the  pastor,  Fred  M.  Bowman.  Interment 
was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — Fred 
Bowman,  Grottoes,  Va. 

Malehorn,  Helen  Myrtle,  daughter  of  An- 
drew Jackson  and  Ellen  Koontz  Malehorn, 
died  at  her  home  in  Westminster,  Md.,  Jan. 
30,  1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
She  is  survived  by  one  sister.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  the  ladies'  aid  society  of 
the  Meadow  Branch  church  for  many 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  H.  Bankard  and  Son  funeral 
home  in  Westminster  by  Elder  William  E. 
Roop  and  Rev.  Eugene  C.  Woodward,  pas- 
tor of  the  Methodist  church. — Mrs.  William 
E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Oberholzer,  Linnie  May,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Mary  Alice  Myers  Kriner,  was 
born  Sept.  27,  1888,  in  Franklin  County, 
Pa.,  and  died  Jan.  7,  1950.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jacob  Oberholzer  on  Nov. 
30,  1911,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight 
children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
seven  children,  nine  grandchildren,  three 
sisters  and  two  brothers.  She  united  with 
the  Shanks  church  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  she  and  her  husband  were  called 
to  the  office  of  deacon  in  1937.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Shanks  church  by 
Elder  E.  B.  Wingert  and  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining. — 
Clarence  Sho waiter,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Painter,  Mary  Drain,  wife  of  Jesse  C. 
Painter,  died  at  her  home,  Jan.  7,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  six  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons.   Funeral  services  were 
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held  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  John  T.  Graham, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Galen  Lingenfelter,  pastor 
of  the  First  Brethren  church. — Mrs.  John 
Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Palmer,  Edith,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  Grove  Norris,  was  born  Nov.  9,  1873, 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Sturgis,  Mich.,  Feb.  1,  1950.  At 
an  early  age  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  at  the  time  of 
her  death  was  a  member  of  the  Florence 
church.  On  Jan.  12,  1919,  she  was  married 
to  Sylvester  Palmer.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  one  brother  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed at  the  Sturgis  Nazarene  church. 
Burial  was  at  Lagrange,  Ind. — Glenn  I. 
Rummel,  Constantine,  Mich. 

Reed,  Staunton  T.,  son  of  C.  D.  and  Sarah 
Reed,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1864,  and  died  Feb. 
6,  1949,  at  the  home  of  his  son,  G.  C.  Reed, 
in  Floyd  County,  Va.  He  was  married  to 
Parlhenia  Weeks  on  Oct.  25,  1888.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Beaver  Creek  church 
for  several  years,  in  which  he  had  served 
as  a  deacon.  He  is  survived  by  one  son, 
one  daughter,  seven  grandchildren  and 
six  great-grandchildren.  His  wife  preceded 
him  in  death  on  Feb.  1,  1948.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Beaver  Creek  church 
by  Brethren  N.  S.  Mannon  and  Everett 
Reed.  Burial  was  in  the  family  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Vashti  R.  Chandler,  Christiansburg, 
Va. 
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California 

Laion. — Our  new  Sunday-school  class- 
rooms and  fellowship  center  have  been  in 
use  for  some  time  but  they  are  not  quite 
completed.  The  furnishing  of  their  own 
classrooms  is  a  project  of  the  intermedi- 
ates and  of  the  CBYF.  The  young  adults 
are  furnishing  the  nursery  and  have  also 
purchased  an  electric  heater  for  the  begin- 
ner room.  They  are  also  sponsoring  the 
church  recreational  program  each  Wed- 
nesday evening  at  the  new  fellowship  cen- 
ter. The  men's  work  has  been  concentrat- 
ing on  the  completion  of  the  church  addi- 
tion, but  has  worked  several  days  on  cut- 
ting wood  and  cleaning  up  the  yard.  The 
women's  work  made  a  shipment  of  cloth- 
ing for  relief  to  San  Francisco  in  Novem- 
ber. We  sent  gift  subscriptions  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  to  some  members  and  others 
who  are  interested  in  the  church  but  would 
not  have  otherwise  received  our  church 
publication.  This  helps  to  keep  our  church 
in  the  100%  Messenger  club.  Released-time 
classes  for  religious  education  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  local  school  meet  each  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  in  the  church  fellowship 
center  and  Sunday-school  rooms.  This  is 
a  united  church  project  but  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  has  assumed  all  financial  re- 
sponsibility for  this  work.  The  enrollment 
has  doubled  since  the  beginning  of  the 
project  in  October  and  includes  95%  of  the 
Protestant  children  in  the  local  school.  Our 
church  cooperated  with  three  other  local 
churches  in  sponsoring  a  union  temperance 
meeting  on  Nov.  6  and  a  union  Thanks- 
giving service  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23. 
At  the  latter  service  food,  clothing  and 
money  were  brought  for  the  needy  people 
in  this  area.  We  have  sent  contributions  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  Commission,  La  Verne 
College  and  the  district  board.  Lynn  and 
Mary  Blickenstaff  were  with  us  on  the 
evenings  of  Dec.  13  and  14.  Our  Christmas 
church  fellowship  night  was  held  Dec.  14. 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Jenkinson,  Laton,  Calif. 

Paradise. — The  church  held  a  food  show- 
er for  our  new  pastors,  Bro.  and  Sister 
Glen  R.  Montz,  and  some  of  the  men  have 
assisted  them  in  building  their  own  home. 
They  have  given  the  church  a  used  mimeo- 
graph machine,  which  will  be  very  useful. 
We  are  sending  them  to  the  regional  con- 
ference at  La  Verne  College  in  February. 
In  March,  prior  to  Easter,  we  will  engage 
in  a  visitation  program.  Then  our  pastor 
will  speak  each  evening  during  Holy  Week. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  April  7.  Un- 
ion  Thanksgiving    services    were    held   in 


our  church  for  the  first  time  on  Nov.  24. 
The  Christmas  play,  And  There  Were 
Shepherds,  was  presented  on  Dec.  18.  Ver- 
nard  Eller  spent  one  day  visiting  the  mem- 
bers in  the  interests  of  La  Verne  College. 
Bro.  Harold  D.  Fasnacht  delivered  a  talk 
about  the  college  one  Wednesday  evening. 
In  November  we  enjoyed  having  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lynn  Blickenstaff  with  us;  they 
showed  their  pictures  of  India,  and  visited 
in  the  homes  while  they  were  here.  They 
also  spent  one  morning  at  the  elementary 
school  showing  their  pictures  to  the  sev- 
enth and  eighth  graders,  taught  by  Mr. 
Butterbaugh.  The  church  was  host  to  the 
circuit  No.  1  youth  rally  on  Dec.  4.  Our 
ladies'  aid  has  been  tying  comforters;  it 
has  made  fifty  pounds  of  soap  for  relief. 
A  building  council  is  working  on  plans  for 
an  addition  to  our  church.  We  hope  to 
begin  building  in  the  spring.  One  day  last 
fall  the  men  built  a  small  house  for  a  wid- 
ow. Several  work  days  have  been  held  at 
the  church.  The  young  adults,  with  the 
help  of  some  others,  held  a  clean-up  day 
at  the  church  on  Jan.  2. — Mrs.  Fred  But- 
terbaugh, Paradise,  Calif. 

Colorado 

First  Grand  Valley. — Our  Sunday-school 
and  church  attendance  has  been  good.  At 
the  November  community  night  meeting 
the  films,  Showing  the  Work  of  CROP  and 
Answer  for  Anne,  were  shown  to  a  large 
audience.  On  Nov.  30  the  Sunday-school 
workers'  council  met  at  the  L.  A.  Lapp 
home  in  Grand  Junction  for  a  covered 
dish  supper.  Following  a  program  of 
Christmas  musical  numbers,  Mrs.  Harlan 
Anderson,  our  district  secretary  of  wom- 
en's work,  gave  a  report  of  the  regional 
conference  at  McPherson,  Kansas.  Plans 
were  made  for  our  annual  Sunday-school 
birthday  party  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  25. 
Bro.  J.  G.  Myers,  pastor  of  the  Denver 
church  was  here  in  December  and  deliv- 
ered the  sermon  on  Sunday  morning.  He 
also  met  with  the  Sunday-school  teachers 
and  workers  on  Saturday  evening  and  with 
the  young  people  on  Sunday  evening.  On 
Nov.  20  the  primary  and  junior  depart- 
ments and  their  teachers  entertained  their 
parents  at  a  dinner  at  the  church  with  the 
children  presenting  a  program  afterward. 
The  Fruita  church  choir  presented  their 
Thanksgiving  musical  program  for  US'  and 
Sister  Maude  Brown  gave  a  travelog  of 
her  trip  to  Germany.  Our  aid  society  has 
been  meeting  every  two  weeks  to  quilt  and 
mend  clothing  to  send  away.  Our  project 
for  this  year  is  redecorating  our  church. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  held  on 
Christmas  night.  The  worship  program  was 
presented  by  the  primary  children  and  the 
choir  presented  the  cantata,  Chimes  of 
the  Holy  Night,  directed  by  Bro.  E.  F. 
Weaver.  After  the  program,  the  young 
people  went  caroling. — Mrs.  Berma  Norton 
Kelley,  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 
Idaho 

Twin  Falls. — Brother  and  Sister  Lynn 
Blickenstaff,  missionaries  to  India,  were 
here  for  a  few  days  and  told  about  their 
work  and  the  great  need  there.  They  also 
showed  us  some  interesting  pictures.  Sev- 
eral members  attended  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Bowmont.  On  Nov.  15  the  ladies' 
aid  was  hostess  at  a  tea  for  the  women's 
work  council  in  the  church  auditorium.  A 
picture,  Liquor  As  the  Doctor  Sees  It,  was 
shown.  The  senior  guild  sponsored  a  fam- 
ily night,  featuring  a  birthday  dinner.  The 
proceeds  of  this  family  dinner  will  go  to- 
ward finishing  the  church  basement.  The 
junior  guild  had  talent  night  and  each 
member  brought  a  sample  of  her  talent. 
The  guild  had  a  Christmas  party  for  their 
families.  On  Nov.  27  the  film,  Answer  for 
Anne,  was  shown.  Our  Christmas  program 
was  presented  on  Dec.  24.  There  was  an 
offering  and  white  gift  service  after  the 
program.  Some  of  the  group  went  caroling 
on  Dec.  25.  Bro.  Roy  McAuley  of  McPher- 
son, Kansas,  preached  for  us.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  film.  Child  of  Bethlehem,  was 
shown.  Our  New  Year's  evening  'service 
was  held  in  charge  of  the  Altruist  class. 
After  the  service,  there  was  a  fellowship 
hour  in  the  church  parlor. — Mrs.  Gertrude 
Kerlin  Holloway,  Filu,  Idaho. 
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PASTOR'S  INDIVIDUAL  COMMUNION  SET 

Makes  possible  a  simple  service  at  the  bedside  of  those  to  whom  the 
symbol  of  fellowship  needs  to  be  taken — the  shut-in,  the  sick,  the  dying. 
Convenient  for  carrying;  easily  slipped  into  the  pocket.  The  case  is  made 
of  lasting  material,  leather  covered,  lined  with  purple  velvet.  Fully 
equipped  with  three  glasses,  flagon,  metal  container  for  wafers  or  bread, 
and  small  silver-plated  bread  plate.    Size  6%  x  3V4  x  l3,i  inches.    Price  $5.00 


ALUMINUM    COMMUNION    SERVICE 

Our  special  service  of  aluminum  is  so  finely  finished  that  very  few  are 
able  to  distinguish  it  from  silver  when  the  two  materials  are  placed  side 
by  side.  The  aluminum  is  light  weight  and  durable,  and  does  not  tarnish. 
One  to  four  trays  can  be  placed  upon  one  base.   Only  the  top  tray  requires 

a  cover,  as  each  tray  becomes  a  cover  for  the  one  beneath.  The 
base  and  the  cover  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  but  will  add 
very  much  to  the  appearance. 

Aluminum  iray — wilh  forty  glasses,  $9.50 

Aluminum   iray — wilh   ihiriy-iive   glasses,   S9.25 

Aluminum  cover,  $3.25 

Aluminum  base,  $3.00 

Extra  communion  glasses,  $1.25  per  dozen 

Bread  Plates  (10  inch) 

No.  1     Aluminum,  narrow  rim,  $3.00 
No.  2    Aluminum,  broad  rim,  $3.00 
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Indiana 

Blissville. — We  met  in  our  regular  coun- 
cil the  first  Tuesday  in  December  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  John  Stump,  presiding.  Besides 
our  regular  business  we  decided  to  have 
Sunday  school  and  preaching  services  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  William  Loucks,  every 
Sunday  morning,  but  no  services  in  the 
evening.  Some  planning  was  done  for  re- 
modeling our  church  and  making  a  base- 
ment. On  Christmas  evening  we  had  a 
very  nice  program  and  a  short  play  en- 
titled The  Guiding  Star.  On  New  Year's 
Day  Bro.  Phillip  Zinn  from  Bethany  Semi- 
nary brought  the  message  to  us.  On  Jan. 
22,  Mrs.  K'an,  a  Chinese  lady,  was  with  us 
for  a  service. — Mrs.  Sam  Yazel,  Plymouth, 
Ind. 

Goshen  City.— We  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  our  church  on  Nov.  13  with 
Bro.  H.  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  as  the  guest  speaker. 
The  afternoon  was  given  to  reminiscences, 
honoring  the  charter  members,  only  ten  of 
whom  are  living.  At  our  revival  Nov.  27 — 
Dec.  11,  Bro.  R.  G.  Rarick,  now  of  Cali- 
fornia, was  the  evangelist.  Eleven  persons 
were  baptized  and  five  letters  were  read. 
Two  persons  were  baptized  before  the  re- 
vival and  one  soon  after.  The  children,  in- 
cluding the  junior  department,  presented  a 
Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
18.  The  juniors,  wearing  their  new  choir 
robes,  sang  several  numbers.  They  filled 
four  large  baskets  with  fruit  as  gifts  and 
then  presented  a  short  Christmas  program 
to  several  shut-ins  and  others.  Forty-nine 
young  people  went  caroling  on  Christmas 
evening  after  church  and'  sang  at  twenty 
homes.  The  ladies'  aid  contributed  to  the 
Austrian  sanitarium  eighty-five  towel  kits, 
clothing,  bed  linens  and  fifty  pounds  of 
new  white  material.  They  also  quilted  fif- 
teen quilts  and  made  seventeen  large  com- 
forters for  relief.  Help  was  given  to  many 
other  causes  and  $100  to  the  building  fund. 
—Mrs.  Mary  Burger,  Goshen,  Ind. 


Salamonie. — Our  revival  meetings  were 
held  by  Bro.  Kenneth  Long  of  Union  City, 
Ohio.  Two  people  were  received  by  letter 
into  the  church.  The  children's  department 
presented  a  Christmas  program  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  18.  The  children  then  gave 
their  white  gift  offering.  Later  the  church 
congregation  presented  their  white  gift  of- 
fering which  amounted  to  $1,353.  We  have 
two  new  choirs,  the  adult  mixed  choir  led 
by  Bro.  Richard  L.  Coolman  and  the  junior 
girls'  choir  led  by  Mrs.  John  A.  Hacker. 
The  adult  choir  sponsored  an  all-church 
Christmas  caroUng  party.  The  ladies'  aid 
society  held  its  regular  Christmas  auction 
and  gave  the  proceeds  to  the  Mexico  Wel- 
fare home.  The  church  held  a  fellowship 
supper  on  Jan.  9  in  honor  of  and  to  take 
care  of  the  expenses  of  the  basketball  team 
in  the  county  church  league.  Our  pastor 
and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  E.  Paul 
Weaver,  were  gone  from  the  church  for  a 
month.  They  underwent  operations  at  the 
Mayo  Clinic.  The  pulpit  was  taken  care  of 
by  two  student  ministers  and  Brethren  R. 
H.  Miller  and  Lloyd  Hoff  — Mrs.  Richard  L. 
Coolman,  Lancaster,  Ind. 

Iowa 
Cedar. — On  Thanksgiving  morning  we 
had  a  harvest  festival  service  with  respon- 
sive reading,  prayer  and  songs  with  every- 
one present  participating.  The  thank  of- 
fering was  $238.  Large  boxes  of  canned 
fruit  and  vegetables  were  taken  to  the  Sun- 
shine mission  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Family 
night  was  observed  in  the  church  parlors 
in  November  with  a  potluck  supper,  fol- 
lowed by  the  film,  Unto  Thyself  Be  True. 
The  men's  work  purchased  and  helped  to 
install  a  new  stoker.  The  sectional  men's 
conference  at  Garrison  was  attended  by 
eight  men  from  this  church.  Bro.  Byron 
Dorcas  gave  a  report  on  the  regional  con- 
ference of  men's  work.  On  the  evening  of 
Dec.  11  Brother  and  Sister  Clarence  Heck- 
man  showed  a  film  of  their  work  in  Africa. 


A  Christmas  program  was  presented  by  the 
children  and  young  people.  The  offering 
amounted  to  $139.62.  After  the  program, 
treats  were  given  out.  At  our  last  council 
meeting  we  decided  to  have  semiannual 
meetings.  Our  contribution  for  CROP  was 
$110.  The  women's  sectional  meeting  will 
be  held  in  our  church  on  Feb.  10. — Blanche 
E.  Spear,  Clarence,  Iowa. 

Cedar  Rapids. — Attendance  at  all  serv- 
ices has  been  on  the  increase  over  the 
preceding  year.  Several  special  services 
have  increased  the  midweek  attendance. 
The  family  fellowship  supper,  the  father 
and  daughter  banquet  and  the  Christmas 
programs  were  well  attended.   The  men  re- 
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ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Mardela — Denton,  Md.,  April  5. 
Ohio,  Southern— West  Milton,  April  25-27. 
Virginia,  Northern— Pleasant  View,  April 

14,  15. 
Virginia,   Second  —  Sangerville,   March   29- 

31. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Indiana 

April  6,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
Pennsylvania 
April  2,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 
April  7:  7  pm,  Spring  Run. 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Salisbury. 

Virginia 
April  8,  Mountain  Grove. 


MARCH    18,    1950 
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CAP  GOODS  we  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


cently  held  a  breakfast  at  the  church.  Gay- 
len  Ritchie  is  doing  a  fine  piece  of  work  in 
organizing  the  young  people  and  much 
interest  is  being  shown.  The  women  have 
been  busy  piecing  quilts  for  relief.  They 
will  have  five  ready  to  send  in  the  next 
truckload.  The  district  fieldman,  Bro.  Ray 
Zook  of  Waterloo,  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk.  Several  persons  attended  the  regional 
conference  and  brought  back  good  reports. 
The  sound  film,  Salt  of  the  Earth,  was 
shown  recently.  Bro.  David  O.  Schechter 
had  charge  of  the  evening  services  on 
Nov.  13.  Several  Thanksgiving  baskets 
were  placed  in  needy  homes,  and  our  sick 
and  shut-ins  were  remembered  with  fruit, 
cookies,  candy  and  cards.  Preparations 
were  made  to  start  the  new  year  with  a 
candlelight  service  and  school  of  missions. 
Plans  are  under  way  for  a  proper  Easter 
observance.  Since  our  last  report  Bro. 
Wieand  has  made  226  pastoral  calls. — Violet 
M.  Snyder,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Greene. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Gerald  Mease, 
attended  the  regional  ministerial  confer- 
ence at  McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  13-17.  The 
children  of  our  Sunday  school  presented  a 
program  on  Christmas  Eve.  The  young 
people's  class  gave  a  chalk  talk.  An  offer- 
ing was  lifted  for  missions.  On  the  Sunday 
evening  prior  to  Christmas  our  pastor  and 
a  group  of  singers  from  the  young  people's 
class  and  the  young  married  people's  class 
went  caroling  to  the  shut-ins.  The  home 
department  of  our  Sunday  school  gave  six 
dollars  for  relief  and  mission  work  in  In- 
dia. In  December  the  women  of  the  church 
gave  sixty-seven  pounds  of  clothing  for 
European  relief.  Sister  Libbie  Kingery,  our 
oldest  charter  member,  passed  away  at  her 
home  on  Jan.  10  after  being  a  shut-in  for 
several  years. — Elsie  A.  Pyle,  Greene,  Iowa. 

Libertyville. — On  Thanksgiving  Day  we 
had  a  special  service.  We  held  our  regular 
quarterly  church  council  on  the  afternoon 
of  Dec.  4.  A  Wayne  Carr  was  retained  as 
our  elder  and  all  church  officers  were 
elected.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  18  the 
children  and  young  people  of  the  church 
presented  a"  Christmas  program  which 
terminated  with  a  white  gift  service.  The 
gifts  were  shared  with  different  families 
and  groups,  one  of  which  was  our  home  at 
Marshalltown.  Bro.  Ellis  Angle  and  his 
family,  our  pastors,  were  also  presented 
with  a  Christmas  gift  from  the  church.  We 
have  seventeen  members  who  have  made 
known  that  they  are  tithers.  Our  aid  group 
is  busy  meeting  for  all-day  meetings  once 
a  month.  We  are  making  quilt  tops,  sewing 
for  relief,  selling  Christmas  cards  and  jello, 
fixing  sunshine  boxes  and  having  a  white 
elephant  sale.  We  have  a  75%  Messenger 
club  and  Mrs.  Paul  Sommer  is  our  Mes- 
senger agent. — Mrs.  Wayne  Carr,  Liberty- 
ville, Iowa. 

South  Waterloo. — Our  church  was  repre- 
sented at  the  Western  Region  conference  at 
McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  13-17  by  six  peo- 
ple, one  of  whom  was  our  pastor.  Harvest- 
home  Sunday  was  observed  on  Nov.  20 
with  a  potluck  dinner  and  a  program.  On 
the  evening  of  Nov.  29  the  men's  chorus 
from  Root  River,  Preston,  Minn.,  pre- 
sented a  full  evening  program.  A  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  and  a  father  and 
son  banquet  were  very  well  attended.  On 
Dec.  18  Bro.  Clarence  Heckman  and  his 
wife,  who  are  home  on  furlough  from  the 
Africa  mission  field,  spoke  at  both  serv- 
ices and  showed  the  film,  Piercing  the 
Shadows.  On  Dec.  19  the  children's  Christ- 
mas party  was  held  in  the  church  parlors. 
Four    young    people    attended    the    state 
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young  people's  rally  at  English  River  on 
Dec.  25.  The  men's  work  drive  netted 
$1,737  and  the  CROP  drive  netted  approxi- 
mately $2,000.  Seventeen  persons  were 
taken  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  let- 
ter. The  men's  work  have  several  new 
projects  in  mind  for  the  coming  months. 
The  annual  church  meeting  was  held  June 
10  with  Bro.  Sink  as  moderator.  The  Mes- 
senger is  finding  its  way  into  110  homes. 
One  hundred  new  hymnals  will  be  ordered 
and  the  bulletins  will  be  increased  to  250 
as  our  attendance  grows.  Plans  are  being 
made  for  pre-Easter  services,  vacation 
Bible  school,  camp,  etc. — Mrs.  R.  C.  Hollis, 
Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Waterloo. — Installation  services  for  our 
new  minister,  Brother  Perry  Prather  and 
his  wife,  were  held  Nov.  20,  with  Bro.  Ray 
Zook  in  charge.  A  reception  followed  in 
the  church  parlors.  The  children  presented 
the  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  18  with  the  junior  and  senior  choirs 
assisting.  White  gift  offerings  of  $426  were 
presented  by  the  various  classes  and  or- 
ganizations of  the  church.  The  annual 
church  business  meeting  was  held  on  Jan. 
8.  Brethren  O.  W.  Hamer  and  Perry  Prath- 
er were  elected  coelders  of  the  church. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  interest,  at- 
tendance and  giving.  The  pastor's  train- 
ing class  for  church  membership  will  be 
held  at  the  Sunday-school  hour  during  the 
Lenten  season.  The  church  asked  the  pas- 
tor to  direct  a  two  weeks'  pre-Easter  serv- 
ice beginning  March  26  and  closing  Easter 
Sunday  morning.  The  communion  will  be 
held  Easter  evening. — Mrs.  John  C.  Thomp- 
son, Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Kentucky 
Flat  Creek. — The  new  Mud  Lick  building 
was  dedicated  on  Nov.  12  by  Elder  Manly 
H.  Deeter  and  Pastor  F.  C.  Rohrer.  Breth- 
ren Monroe  and  Harlan  Sizemore  and  a 
laymember,  Bro.  Walter  Garrison,  also 
brought  messages.  This  building  is  used 
jointly  as  a  house  of  worship  and  living 
quarters  for  the  workers.  On  Nov.  25 
Sisters  Eunice  Breshears,  a  Brethren  Vol- 
unteer Service  worker,  and  Mareta  Shrider 
moved  to  Mud  Lick.  Our  heartfelt  thanks 
go  to  the  friends  of  Northern  Indiana  who 
sent  us  a  truckload  of  furniture.  We  are 
also  grateful  to  other  friends  of  Indiana 
and  Ohio  who  furnished  other  much 
needed  articles.  On  Nov.  27  the  Mud  Lick 
Sunday  school  was  started.  Both  interest 
and  attendance  are  good.  Preaching  serv- 
ices continue  once  a  month.  Interest  is  also 
good  in  our  other  four  Sunday  schools. 
Sisters  Norma  Hillsamer  and  Bernice  Wil- 
son have  taken  over  the  work  at  the  Eli- 
sha's  Creek  Sunday  school.  We  are  happy 
to  have  Sister  Norma  Hillsamer,  who  had 
completed  one  year  of  volunteer  service, 
return  to  us  after  paying  a  visit  to  her 
parents  in  Michigan.  Our  regular  winter 
business  meeting  was  held  a  month  early 
to  enable  our  elder,  Bro.  Deeter,  to  be 
present.  He  left  soon  afterwards  for  Flori- 
da for  the  winter.  Bro.  Deeter  is  regaining 
his  health  slowly  after  having  a  cataract 
removed  from  his  left  eye.  Recently  Bro. 
Monroe  Sizemore,  pastor  at  Elisha's  Creek, 
Bro.  Manly  Deeter  and  other  interested 
people  met  to  reroof  the  church  and  cover 
the  ceiling  with  celotext.  Bro.  H.  S.  Bowl- 
ing has  sawed  the  logs  that  were  at  the  mill 
for  the  new  addition  to  the  Flat  Creek 
church. — Mareta   Shrider,   Plank,   Ky. 

Michigan 

Flint. — Since  our  last  report,  three  adults 
and  one  intermediate  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Emmit  Hatch 
favored  us  with  a  musical  program.  Bro. 
Russell  Bollinger  of  Manchester  College 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  harvest  meet- 
ing. Our  women's  group  have  placed  a 
box  near  the  church  entrance  to  receive 
the  weekly  gifts  for  relief.  Instead  of  the 
mite  box  each  of  us  plans  to  earn  a  dollar 
for  missions.  We  are  now  working  on 
comforters  for  our  Michigan  camp.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  we  sent  182  pounds  of 
used  clothing,  candles,  etc.;  1,920  pounds 
of  pieces  for  peace;  1,021  pounds  of  grease 
for  soap  and  250  pounds  of  Ivory  soap. 
Our  CBYF  holds  its  meetings  the  first  Sun- 


day of  the  month,  the  young  adults  hold 
theirs  the  second  Sunday,  the  fellowship 
class  holds  its  meeting  the  third  Sunday 
and  family  night  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday. 
Our  children's  department  has  finished  the 
magic  carpet  and  is  ready  to  begin  another 
project.  Our  fellowship  class  bought  two 
dozen  songbooks  to  be  used  at  our  monthly 
class  meetings. — Mary  Frederick,  Flint, 
Mich. 

Missouri 
Osceola. — Our  three  nights'  meeting  was 
held  Nov.  23-26  by  Bro.  William  Bray  of 
Leeton  and  closed  with  our  communion 
on  Nov.  26.  The  young  people's  rally  was 
held  in  the  Osceola  church  on  Dec.  3  and 
4  with  good  attendance  and  a  good  pro- 
gram. Our  men  have  installed  electric 
lights  in  the  church.  Our  aid  meets  once 
a  month.  The  ladies  have  placed  a  new 
rug  in  the  pulpit  and  are  piecing  a  quilt. — 
Ella  Stong,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Nebraska 
Kearney. — Our  young  people  have  been 
very  interested  in  building  up  our  Sunday 
school  and  our  youth  group.  They  have  or- 
ganized a  craft  class  under  the  leadership 
of  Sister  Marydae  Robinson.  Our  Brethren 
youth  camp  near  Kearney  will  soon  be  in 
full  swing.  Our  children,  with  the  help  of 
the  older  people,  have  started  to  remodel 
the  basement,  in  which  we  expect  to  have 
a  kitchen  and  general  meeting  place  for  all 
our  organization.  At  present  we  are  -in  the 
process  of  ceiling  and  redecorating.  We 
hope  to  have  everything  ready  by  April. 
The  first  Thursday  of  every  month  is  fel- 
lowship night,  when  we  have  a  covered 
dish  supper  and  spend  the  evening  in 
games  and  visiting.  This  Christmas  we  en- 
tertained the  parents  of  our  craft  class 
with  a  Christmas  tree  and  party.  We  also 
went  Christmas  caroling  at  some  of  the 
homes  of  our  shut-ins  and  old  people.  The 
ladies'  aid  meets  every  second  Wednesday 
of  the  month.  We  have  just  finished  our 
first  quilt  since  the  election  of  new  officers. 
— Mrs.  Henrietta  Robinson,  Kearney,  Nebr. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  V2  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write:  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  HI. 

No.  430.  Would  like  to  locate  on  poultry 
farm  or  general  farm  on  shares.  Willing  to 
work  up,  Brethren,  34  years,  single.  Write: 
Ralph  E.  Jelf,  6659  Apple  Rd..  R.  4,  Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 

No.  431.  Wanted:  Young,  widowed  moth- 
er of  two  small  sons  needs  home  and  prop- 
er training  for  boys.  In  exchange  can  do 
office  work,  practical  nursing,  play  several 
musical  instruments,  teach,  keep  house, 
willing  to  learn  any  kind  of  work.  Write: 
P.  O.  Box  934,  Newport  News,  Va. 


New  junior  and  primary  Sunday-school  lessons 

We  are  now  able  to  offer  simple  graded  Bible  lessons  for  use  in  Sunday  schools  in 
which  there  are  too  few  children  for  close  grading.  They  replace  the  so-called  Uniform  Les- 
sons— which  were  no  longer  uniform  because  of  adaptation  to  child  level.  Qualified  Brethren 
writers  and  editors  prepare  them  and  lift  up  Brethren  values. 

The  lessons  follow  the  Cycle  Graded  outlines  of  the  International  Council  of  Religious 
Education.  The  method  is  such  that  teachers  who  have  used  Uniform  Lessons  can  easily  learn 
to  use  them.  They  fit  the  abilities  and  needs  of  our  children.  Now  you  can  make  the  Bible 
meaningful  to  primaries  and  juniors. 

Junior  Lessons,   1949-1950 


Spring 

Summer 

What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Christian  (2) 
Living  as  Christians  in  the  Family  (5) 
Songs  of  Praise  (6) 

Stories  of  Bible  Pioneers  (9) 
What  God  Expects  of  Us  (4) 

Primary  Lessons,   1949-1950 

Telling  the  Story  of  Jesus  (9) 

Outdoors  With  Bible  People  (5) 

Our  Church  (4) 

Stories  of  David  (4) 

• 

Learning    and    Growing    in    God's 
World   (4) 

GRADED   BIBLE   LESSONS 


FOR    JUNIOR    GROUPS 


FOR    PRIMARY    GROUPS 


Brethren  Junior  Quarterly 

for  each  pupil — per  quarter,  single  copy, 
12c;  5  or  more  copies  to  one  address,  10c 

Bible  Study  Monthly 

contains  teacher's  helps — 3  or  more  to 
one  address  per  quarter,  30c;  $1.10  per 
year.  One  copy,  $1.25  per  year 

Teaching  Pictures  for  Juniors 

one  for  the  class — $1.50  per  set  per  quar- 
ter 


Primary  Bible  Lesson   Leaflets 

for  each  child — 15c  per  quarter;  60c  per 
year 

Bible  Study  Monthly 

contains  the  teacher's  helps — $1.25  per 
year;  3  or  more  to  one  address  per  quar- 
ter, 30c;  $1.10  per  year 

Primary  Handwork 

for  individual  pupil  use — 15c  per  set  per 
quarter 

Teaching  Pictures  for  the  Primary  Class 

one  for  each  class — $1.50  per  set  per 
quarter 


BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
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MY    NEW   ADDRESS    IS  .  .  . 
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R.  D.  or  St. 
P.  O 


Zone 


State 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


Ohio 

Brookville. — Seven  persons  were  baptized 
one  Sunday  morning.  The  junior  depart- 
ment gave  $109.66  to  the  heifer  fund.  Bro. 
E.  R.  Fisher  was  re-elected  elder.  World 
Community  Day  services  were  held  at  the 
E.U.B.  church  with  Paul  Getz,  recently  re- 
turned from  work  in  Poland,  as  the  speak- 
er. One  evening  in  November  we  had  pic- 
tures, explained  by  Thannis  Darner  of 
Trotwood,  who  was  engaged  in  rehabilita- 
tion work  in  Germany  under  the  direction 
of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  Our 
community  Thanksgiving  services  were 
held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23  at  the 
Trinity  Lutheran  church  with  our  pastor  as 
the  speaker.  Bro.  Beahm  had  charge  of  the 
service  at  the  Brethren  home  at  Green- 
ville on  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  11.  The  play, 
White  Christmas,  directed  by  Noel  Landis, 
was  presented  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18. 
On  Christmas  Sunday  the  children  led  in 
the  morning  worship  and  the  white  gift 
offering  was  lifted.  Lately  we  have  re- 
ceived ten  members  by  letter.  On  New 
Year's  Eve  we  had  a  worship  and  fellow- 
ship service  which  closed  with  a  candle- 
lighting  service.  On  the  following  Wednes- 
day evening  we  began  our  midweek  prayer 
services. — Mrs.  W.  Russell  Miller,  Brook- 
ville, Ohio. 

East  Nimishillen. — Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  district  minis- 
terial meeting  held  at  the  church.  On 
Christmas  Eve  a  pageant  portraying  the 
birth  of  Christ  was  presented  and  an  offer- 
ing of  $89.27  was  lifted  for  Brethren  Serv- 
ice. On  the  Sunday  preceding  Christmas 
the  young  people's  class  presented  a  play 
entitled  The  Empty  Room.  A  project  of 
the  primary  department  was  the  raising 
of  a  Christmas  offering  amounting  to  $28.59 
for  Sister  Grace  Eshelman  to  buy  Biblical 
pictures  for  Chinese  children.  On  Jan.  1 
the  picture,  Queen  Esther,  was  shown.  Re- 
cently a  choir  has  been  organized  and  is 
being  directed  by  Doris  Hess. — Mrs.  A.  J. 
Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Eversole. — The  Emericks  of  Richmond, 
Ind.,  presented  a  program  one  Sunday  eve- 
ning. Six  persons  were  baptized,  two  let- 
ters were  received  and  two  letters  were 
granted  within  the  past  six  months.  During 
the  winter  months  we  have  been  having 
cottage  prayer  meetings.  Interest  and  at- 
tendance have  increased.  On  Nov.  20  the 
churches  of  the  community  held  a  union 
Thanksgiving  service  at  the  Johnsville  E. 
U.B.  church.  The  offering  at  this  service 
went  toward  the  religious  education  pro- 
gram in  our  local  school.  On  Dec.  4  Bro. 
Paul  Getz  gave  a  very  interesting  message 
on  his  work  in  Poland.   On  Dec.  23  the  Sun- 
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day  school  presented  a  pageant  called  The 
Light  in  Your  Window.  The  children  also 
presented  a  short  program  preceding  the 
pageant.  On  Christmas  evening  the  young 
adult  class  went  caroling.  They  visited  a 
number  of  homes  and  afterward  returned 
to  the  church  for  a  chili  supper.  The  wom- 
en of  our  church  will  be  hostesses  to  the 
Southern  Ohio  women's  work  conference 
March  11. — Louise  McNelly,  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Buffalo. — A  cantata.  Back  to  Bethlehem, 
was  presented  on  Dec.  26  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Sister  Belva  Fleming.  A  very  im- 
pressive candlelight  consecration  service 
was  held  on  Jan.  1.  Bro.  Paul  A.  Lemon 
of  Lewisburg  delivered  the  message.  The 
work  of  remodeling  our  church  is  progress- 
ing. According  to  plans  drawn  by  Bro. 
Deardorff  we  have  added  an  entrance 
tower.  We  also  added  an  addition  con- 
sisting of  a  kitchen,  church-school  rooms 
and  a  chancel.  A  new  heating  system  will 
be  installed  and  the  church  redecorated. 
The  men's  work  is  sponsoring  an  evening 
service  once  a  month.  They  are  also  spon- 
soring a  100%  Messenger  club  this  year. 
Our  attendance  increased  35%  over  last 
year.  Eleven  had  perfect  attendance.  We 
received  twenty  new  members  by  baptism 
during  the  year  and  six  by  letter.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  having  Bro.  Paul  R. 
Yoder  of  Huntingdon  in  a  meeting  June 
5-11. — Martha  A.  Mensch,  Mifflinsburg,  Pa. 

Leamersville. — Since  our  last  report  five 
of  our  Sunday-school  teachers  enrolled  at 
the  district  teachers'  training  school.  On 
Nov.  1  Bro.  William  Kinsey  was  with  us 
and  gave  an  interesting  chalk  talk.  On 
Nov.  6  our  pastor,  J.  Stanley  Earhart,  con- 
ducted services  at  the  Morrison  Cove  home 
at  Martinsburg.  A  large  delegation  accom- 
panied him  and  presented  special  music. 
Our  pastor  held  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at 
Upper  Claar.  During  his  absence  the  pulpit 
was  filled  by  Bro.  Roscoe  Wareham  of  Mar-  ' 
tinsburg,  Bro.  E.  E.  Ebersole  of  New  Paris 
and  E.  H.  Weber  of  New  Jersey.  On 
Thanksgiving  evening  Sister  Kenneth  K'an 
and  her  son,  Kelly,  were  with  us  and,  gave 
a  talk  on  the  work  in  China.  Our  pastor 
has  conducted  morning  devotions  over  Al- 
toona  radio  stations  at  different  times.  Our 
men's  work  has  decided  to  sponsor  the 
support  of  Bro.  James  Bowman  on  the  Af- 
rica mission  field.  The  women's  work 
group  meets  each  week  to  sew.  Our  young 
people  and  junior  departments  have  good 
meetings.  Our  prayer  meeting  is  growing 
in  interest  and  attendance.  At  Christmas 
time  a  group  of  our  people  sang  Christmas 
carols  for  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  On  Christ- 
mas Day  there  were  ten  children  dedicated 
to  the  Lord.  The  Sunday-school  children 
presented  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  23. 


Our  Christmas  offering  for  missions 
amounted  to  $107.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we 
had  an  impressive  watch-night  service. 
Recently  we  had  a  sound  film  entitled 
Stephen,  First  Christian  Martyr.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro.  R. 
W.  Schlosser  in  February  for  a  Bible  in- 
stitute.— Rachel  Claar,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Salisbury. — The  church  met  in  council  on 
Jan.  19  with  Elder  A.  Jay  Replogle  as 
moderator;  plans  for  the  remodeling  of  the 
church  were  discussed.  Mrs.  Annie  Maust 
is  superintending  the  redecorating  of  the 
children's  departments  and  she  and  the 
children  are  financing  the  work.  The  wom- 
en's work  group  bought  an  electric  stove 
for  the  kitchen  and  the  men's  organized 
Bible  class  is  sponsoring  the  installment  of 
a  water  heater.  Ernest  Miller  and  Gertrude 
Yoder  were  appointed  to  assist  the  pastor 
in  revising  the  church  membership  list.  On 
Nov.  6  five  persons  were  baptized  and  four 
letters  have  been  received  since.  A  Christ- 
mas program  was  presented  on  Dec.  18. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  evening 
of  April  9. — Mrs.  P.  S.  Davis,  Springs,  Pa. 

Sugar  Valley. — The  young  people's  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  church.  Bro.  David 
Hanawalt,  regional  youth  director,  ad- 
dressed the  group  at  the  morning  and  aft- 
ernoon sessions.  Mark  Ebersole  of  Eliza- 
bethtown  spoke  at  a  Bible  Institute.  J.  W. 
Yoder  of  Huntingdon  gave  his  lecture,  Ro- 
sanna  of  the  Amish.  Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver 
conducted  our  annual  evangelistic  meet- 
ings. Thirteen  persons  were  baptized.  The 
meetings  were  concluded  by  our  love  feast 
on  Saturday  evening  and  the  regular  Sun- 
day evening  service,  followed  by  a  fellow- 
ship meal  the  next  morning.  A  deputation 
from  Elizabethtown  College  visited  the 
church  and  delivered  the  morning  sermon 
and  rendered  special  music. — Mrs.  Dana  Z. 
Eckert,  Lamar,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Unity. — Our  pastor,  Jesse  Robertson, 
held  a  week's  meeting  at  the  Fairview 
house  and  six  members  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  Since  then,  a 
number  of  others  have  expressed  the  desire 
to  join  the  church  and  will  be  baptized 
soon.  On  Dec.  4  Bethel  held  an  all-day 
home-coming  meeting  with  the  dedication 
of  the  new  parsonage  as  the  high  light  of 
the  day.  Bro.  J.  W.  Hess  of  Harrisonburg 
delivered  the  dedicatory  address.  Our  par- 
sonage was  completed  with  very  little  in- 
debtedness and  has  been  occupied  by  the 
pastor  since  November.  Christmas  pro- 
grams were  presented  by  both  churches. 
Besides  readings  and  songs  by  the  small 
children,  the  pageants,  And  There  Were 
Shepherds  and  The  Lost  Christmas,  were 
presented.  Many  boxes  of  food  and  re- 
membrances were  distributed  in  the  com- 
munity during  the  Christmas  season.  The 
pastor  also  received  a  shower  of  food  and 
gifts.  The  holiday  season  was  saddened  by 
the  illness  and  death  of  our  presiding  eld- 
er, Bro.  J.  D.  Huffman.  At  our  January 
council  meeting  Bro.  C.  E.  Nair  was  elected 
elder,  Bro.  D.  W.  Huffman,  minister  and 
Brethren  Justin  Dove,  Harris  Turner  and 
O.  R.  Emswiler,  deacons. — Wilma  Robert- 
son, Broadway,  Va. 

West  Virginia 

Mt.  View. — Bro.  D.  Paul  Greene,  Jr.,  was 
installed  as  our  pastor  recently  and  is  now 
in  the  full  work  of  the  church.  The  men's 
group  held  a  father  and  son  banquet  on 
Dec.  13.  The  guest  speaker  was  Rev.  Fred- 
rick W.  Smith  of  the  Temperance  League 
of  Baltimore,  Md.  On  Dec.  23  our  Christ- 
mas program  was  presented  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  junior  department  superin- 
tendent. The  pageant,  A  Light  in  My  Win- 
dow, was  also  presented.  The  young  adult 
class  held  a  bake  sale  on  Christmas  Eve  to 
add  to  their  funds  which  are  to  be  used 
to  purchase  a  carpet  for  the  church.  They 
also  provided  fruit  baskets  for  the  sick  and 
shut-ins.  Our  women's  society  made  150 
gallons  of  apple  butter  again  this  year.  The 
money  was  added  to  the  building  fund. 
Everyone  is  working  for  our  much  needed 
parsonage,  which  is  our  main  project  at 
present,  as  our  pastor  is  living  in  a  near- 
by community.— Mrs.  Olyn  Collis,  Ger- 
rardstown,  W.  Va. 
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WITH  A  KISS 


A  Perry  Picture 


A  I  KISS  symbolizes  love  and  heart  union.  To  make  it  mean  less  than  that  is  to 
betray  a  very  sacred  symbol.  Judas,  with  thirty  pieces  of  betrayal  silver  al- 
ready in  the  bag  fastened  to  his  belt,  here  betrayed  both  his  Master  and  the  symbol 
of  love. 

Jesus  still  loved  Judas.    But   he   seems   to   be  startled  by   an   act   which   made   a 
mockery  of  love  and  of  the  symbol  of  love. 

Are   we    not    betrayers    of    Christ    and   of  love   when   we   call   ourselves   Christian 
and   are   not? 
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Costa  Rica  has  provided  three  and 
a  quarter  million  dollars  for  educa- 
tion in  the  1950  budget.  One  and 
three  quarter  million  dollars  has 
been  allocated  for  public  works  and 
only  one  million  for  all  defense  and 
police  expenditures. 

Maurice  A.  Dawkins  became  the 
first  Negro  member  of  the  ministeri- 
al staff  of  Community  church,  New 
York,  on  Brotherhood  Sunday.  Rep- 
resentatives of  different  faiths  and 
races  participated  in  the  service  of 
installation.  Mr.  Dawkins  will  serve 
the  church  as  minister  of  education. 

Television  is  the  most  important 
influence  on  family  habits  since  the 
automobile,  a  report  of  a  survey  of 
400  Washington,  D.C.,  families  as- 
serts. Television  has  cut  into  movie 
going,  reading,  radio  listening,  card 
playing,  ironing  and  knitting.  Mem- 
bers of  families  who  have  had  a 
television  set  for  more  than  two 
years  reported  that  they  stayed 
home  more. 

Today's  children  live  in  an  en- 
vironment which  stresses  disregard 
for  human  life,  according  to  Prof. 
Jesse  D.  Crawford,  who  spoke  at  a 
meeting  of  the  International  Coun- 
cil of  Religious  Education.  "Movies, 
comic  books,  the  atom  bomb  and 
war  planes  confuse  children  and 
make  it  difficult  for  them  to  reach 
an  understanding  of  the  worth  and 
dignity  of  man,"  the  educator  said. 


Dr.  Gordon  C.  McNeilly,  a  young 
medical  reserve  officer,  has  volun- 
teered to  take  over  the  care  of  the 
lepers  on  Tinian  Island  in  the 
Pacific.  He  and  his  wife  and  their 
two  children  will  move  to  the  island 
about  May  1.  Before  going  he  will 
receive  special  training  at  the  leper 
hospital  at  Carville,  La.,  and  at  the 
leprosarium  on  Molokai  Island. 

James  E.  Craig,  former  chief  edi- 
torial writer  for  the  New  York  Sun, 
has  been  named  managing  editor 
of  The  Protestant  World,  national 
interdenominational  weekly  news- 
paper that  will  begin  publication  in 
the  fall.  A  newspaper  man  for  for- 
ty-three years,  Mr.  Craig  said  that 
he  had  accepted  the  post  because  he 
wished  to  devote  the  remainder  of 
his  life  and  energy  to  certain  re- 
ligious ideals  which  he  has  deeply 
at  heart. 

All  students  in  training  for  full- 
time  Christian  service  at  the  West 
China  Union  Theological  College  are 
taking  agriculture  courses  at  the  uni- 
versity and  are  doing  demonstration 
work  on  the  campus.  The  women 
are  taught  weaving,  and  a  course  in 
midwifery  is  being  given  at  the 
university  hospital  and  nurses'  train- 
ing school.  These  courses  are  de- 
signed to  qualify  students  for  re- 
munerative work  which,  under  the 
new  regime,  they  may  have  to  do  in 
addition  to  teaching  and  preaching. 


Areas  of  Work  for  Pacifists 


Vera  Brittain  of  England  was  a 
delegate  to  the  world  pacifist  confer- 
ence, held  in  India  in  December  1949. 
In  writing  about  the  conference  she 
suggests  six  areas  of  work  for  British 
pacifists  which  arise  from  the  de- 
liberations of  the  conference.  They 
are  pertinent  for  all  pacifists. 

1.  Pacifists  should  make  a  com- 
parative study  of  outstanding  centers 
of  possible  world  conflict,  with  a 
view  to  discovering  what  practical 
measures  of  reconciliation  can  be 
taken  by  pacifists  and  other  in- 
terested groups. 

2.  Trained  "peace  armies"  should 
be  developed  to  exercise  themselves 
by  continual  service  to  the  com- 
munity in  peacetime,  and  to  prepare 
for  war,  should  it  come,  by  special 
nonviolent  techniques. 

3.  A  study  should  be  made  of  the 
world-wide  character  of  racial  dis- 
crimination and  of  the  extent  to 
which  nonviolent  resistance  against 


it  should  form  pari  of  the  immediate 
work  of  "peace  armies." 

4.  The  world  pacifist  movement 
should  develop  a  considered  and 
consistent  policy  in  relation  to  Com- 
munist peace  propaganda. 

5.  Western  pacifists  should  ex- 
amine how  far  Gandhi's  basic  educa- 
tion policy  is  applicable  to  countries 
other  than  India.  In  India,  and  not 
least  in  official  circles,  there  has  been 
unquestionably  a  pacifist  recession 
since  Gandhi's  death.  Hence  arises 
the  significant  reflection  that  paci- 
fism appears  to  succeed  best  when  it 
is  identified  with  some  vital  and  con- 
structive national  need. 

6.  Pacifists  should  attempt  to  un- 
derstand other  peoples  in  terms  of 
the  teachings  of  the  great  world  re- 
ligions, and  to  work  out  for  ultimate 
educational  purposes  a  synthesis  of 
the  values  which  in  each  major  faith 
contribute  to  social  and  political 
peace. — Peace  News. 


For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself, 

and    no    man    dieth    to    himself 

(Rom.  14:7) 


Glen  E.  Norris 

Pastor,  Ambler,  Pennsylvania 


I   BELONG 


MAN  was  made  for  fellow- 
ship. God  has  so  consti- 
tuted man  that  for  his 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being 
man  needs  to  have  a  sense  of  be- 
longing. It  is  abnormal  for  any- 
one to  be  so  individualistic  as  to 
desire  complete  independence  of 
his  fellow  men.  It  is  also  an  ab- 
normality, caused  by  sin,  for  a 
person  not  to  desire  the  experi- 
ence of  knowing  that  he  belongs 
to  God.  If  freedom  means  the 
opportunity  to  advance  in  the 
direction  of  the  fulfilment  of 
one's  highest  and  best  possibili- 
ties, then  freedom  must  be 
sought  within  that  fellowship 
with  God  and  man  which  God 
himself  intended. 

For  us  this  means  a  fellow- 
ship with  God  through  accept- 
ance of  Christ.  We  must  belong 
to  Christ.  The  basis  of  this  be- 
longing is  that  Christ  has  pur- 
chased us  at  the  cost  of  his  own 
blood.  God  has,  therefore, 
through  Christ  a  just  claim  on  us. 
The  Christian  and  the  sinner  are 
alike  in  this,  that  God  as  Cre- 
ator and  Redeemer  has  a  just 
claim  on  the  life  of  each  one. 


They  differ  in  that  the  Christian 
recognizes  this  claim  while  the 
sinner  does  not.  Both  must  some 
day  give  an  account  of  them- 
selves before  God.  In  a  peculiar 
sense,  however,  the  Christian  be- 
longs to  Christ  in  a  way  that  the 
sinner  does  not.  The  Christian  is 
a  member  of  the  household  of 
faith.  He  belongs  to  the  family 
of  God. 

The  acknowledgment  of  God's 
claim  on  us  results  in  a  certain 
response  on  our  part.  Some  say 
we  should  dedicate  ourselves  to 
God  and  his  service.  Now,  since 
to  dedicate  means  to  give,  this 
seems  to  imply  that  we  really  be- 
long to  ourselves  until  we  hand 
ourselves  over  to  God.  This  is 
to  overlook  the  truth  that  "ye 
are  not  your  own."  The  expres- 
sion used  by  the  Apostle  Paul  to 
indicate  the  right  response  on 
our  part  is,  "yield  yourselves 
unto  God  (Rom.  6:13).  This  rec- 
ognizes the  claim  that  God  al- 
ready has  on  us.  This  yielding,  as 
is  plain  from  the  context,  means 
an  active  placing  of  ourselves  at 
the  disposal  of  God  to  be  used  in 
whatever  way  he  may  ask. 


A  recognition  of  God's  claim 
involves  the  duty  of  glorifying 
God  in  our  bodies  (1  Cor.  6:20). 
This  requires  self-discipline  ex- 
ercised in  a  reasonable  care  for 
the  health  and  efficiency  of  our 
bodies  that  they  may  be  fit  in- 
struments for  the  service  of  God. 

We  as  Christians  know  that  we 
belong  to  God.  Since  all  believ- 
ers in  Christ  stand  in  this  rela- 
tion to  God  as  Father,  we  as 
Christians  also  belong  to  one 
another.  We  ought,  therefore,  to 
have  a  strong  feeling  of  kinship 
with  all  who  are  of  the  household 
of  faith.  This  sense  of  belonging 
to  the  brotherhood  of  the  faith- 
ful throughout  the  world  will 
have  its  most  immediate  field  of 
expression  in  the  local  church  to 
which  we  belong.  Here  is  where 
the  practical  results  of  our  loy- 
alty to  Christ  and  his  church 
will  first  be  evident. 

These  truths  should  be  in  mind 
as  we  gather  for  the  love  feast 
service.  The  various  ordinances 
of  the  church  which  we  practice 
on  this  occasion  are  designed,  we 
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believe,  to  intensify  our  aware- 
ness of  "belonging."  The  service 
of  feetwashing  reminds  us  of  a 
love  that  impels  each  to  be  the 
servant  of  the  other,  and  sug- 
gests mutual  obligation.  The 
love  feast  is  an  expression  of  the 
fellowship  of  faith,  a  reminder  of 
our  brotherhood  in  Christ.  The 
bread  and  the  cup  serve  to  re- 
mind us  of  the  basis  on  which 
our    fellowship    with    God    and 


with  one  another  has  been  made 
possible — the  sacrifice  of  himself 
which  Christ  voluntarily  made 
that  God  might  have  a  people 
for  his  own  possession. 

Indeed,  the  fact  that  we  are 
not  our  own,  that  we  belong  to 
Christ  and  to  a  holy  fellowship 
is  a  fact  of  which  we  should  be 
conscious  all  along,  and  not 
merely  when  we  gather  for  the 
communion  service.  This  aware- 


ness should  be  an  encourage- 
ment and  a  spiritual  help  to  us 
as  we  live  in  the  midst  of  a  world 
that  does  not  want  to  recognize 
any  obligation  to  God.  Let  us, 
however,  seriously  think  at  this 
time  about  this  relationship  of 
belonging,  that  we  may  be 
moved  to  enter  most  fully  into 
the  spirit  of  the  communion  serv- 
ice and  may  receive  from  it  the 
greatest  spiritual  uplift. 


EDITORIAL 


In  Appreciation 
Ministers  and  Workers  at  Home 

TO  HAVE  paid  ministers  and 
missionary  workers  in  the 
home  church  is  a  relatively 
new  development  among  the 
Brethren.  During  our  earlier 
years,  the  minister  was  called 
from  among  the  people  of  the 
local  congregation.  Usually  he 
was  well  along  in  life  before  he 
received  such  a  call.  The  congre- 
gation wanted  to  see  whether  he 
could  "rule  well  his  own  house," 
and  whether  he  was  a  good  man- 
ager of  his  own  affairs  before 
they  called  him  to  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  being  a  minister. 
Accordingly,  the  minister  was 
often  the  best  farmer  in  the  com- 
munity and  probably  the  busiest. 
He  had  earned  the  "right  to  be 
a  minister"  by  the  kind  of  life 
he  had  lived  and  the  kind  of 
home  he  had  built.  Instead  of 
having  things  done  for  him,  the 
minister,  in  this  early  pattern, 
was  often  looked  to  as  the  one 
who  should  do  things  for  all  the 
other  people  of  the  congregation. 
Since  he  probably  was  the  most 
wealthy  he  was  expected  to  give 
the  major  portion  of  the  money 
to  keep  the  church  going.  He 
was  expected  to  furnish  the 
team  to  bring  the  widows  to 
church. 

When  the  paid  or  professional 
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minister  grew  up  within  the 
church,  many  of  these  expecta- 
tions were  transferred  to  this 
new  minister.  He  was  expected 
to  have  a  car,  one  which  worked 
dependably  and  looked  good 
enough  to  clothe  him  with  the 
dignity  which  belonged  to  a 
minister.  He  was  expected  to 
gather  up  the  children  for  Bible 
school,  to  take  the  widows  and 
the  aged  home  after  church,  to 
run  the  errands  for  the  sisters' 
aid  society,  and  to  be  all-around 
chore  boy. 

In  addition  to  that,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  minister's  family 
would  be  exemplary.  If  one  of 
his  children  committed  an  indis- 
cretion that  was  very  much 
worse  than  for  any  other  child 
of  the  congregation  to  commit 
it,  or  so  the  community  regard- 
ed it. 

When  the  church  finally  could 
afford  a  parsonage,  they  likely 
regarded  it  as  property  belong- 
ing to  all  the  members  of  the 
congregation.  The  minister  who 
lived  in  it  probably  had  little 
privacy.  Sometimes  a  ladies'  aid 
society  room  was  set  up  in  the 
parsonage  and  the  sisters  came 
to  work  when  it  suited  them 
rather  than  when  it  suited  the 
pastor's  wife  to  have  them  in  her 
home. 

Since  it  was  difficult  for  any 
family  to  live  up  to  all  the  ex- 
pectations which  surround  the 
minister's  family,  it  usually  be- 


came necessary  for  pastors  to 
move  every  few  years.  Accord- 
ingly, they  could  have  little 
sense  of  security;  they  could 
never  be  quite  sure  whether 
they  would  be  able  to  finish  any 
well-laid  plans  before  they 
would  need  to  look  for  another 
home  and  place  of  work. 

Many  of  these  things  are  im- 
proved now.  The  Brethren  are 
finally  growing  up  in  their  un- 
derstanding of  how  to  appreciate 
and  to  treat  a  pastor  or  mission- 
ary worker. 

But,  from  the  beginning,  the 
pastor  and  missionary  worker 
have  always  had  many  rewards 
which  overbalanced  all  of  the 
disadvantages  referred  to  above. 

The  minister  was  called  upon 
to  help  people  in  time  of  real 
and  tragic  need.  When  sickness 
or  death  came  into  the  home, 
the  minister  was  there  to  uphold 
the  brokenhearted.  When  new 
homes  were  started,  he  was 
there  to  give  advice  and  to  bless 
the  solemnities  with  prayer.  He 
brought  comfort  to  the  aged  and 
lent  a  helping  hand  to  children. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  min- 
ister could  always  taste  the  joy 
of  leading  men  to  God.  He  could 
see  the  minds  of  men  growing 
under  his  instruction.  He  could 
feel  that  he  was  working  for 
eternity. 

Moreover,  he  was  helping  to 
build  a  community.  His  inter- 
ests reached  out  beyond  the  lit- 


tie  church  he  served  and  took  in 
the  whole  of  his  community.  He 
was  glad  to  encourage  various 
organizations  and  clubs  as  they 
grew  up  within  the  community 
to  strengthen  the  home  and  en- 
rich the  community  life. 

Finally,  the  minister  could  feel 
that  he  was  seeking  to  build 
God's  kingdom  according  to  the 
great  commission. 

These  are  rewards  which  are 
eternal. 

Realizing  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties and  some  of  the  rewards  of 
our  ministers  and  missionary 
workers,  let  us  appreciate  them 
more. 


A  Thoughtful  Mailman 

A  LETTER  came  to  this  of- 
fice recently  which  was  dif- 
ferent from  most.  It  was 
sent  by  a  mailman  or  letter  car- 
rier in  Miami,  Florida. 

It  came  about  this  way.  The 
Gospel  Messenger  has  been  go- 
ing to  a  reader  in  Miami.  Sud- 
denly this  Messenger  reader 
died.  Her  sister  came  and  heart- 
brokenly  took  the  body  home  to 
Ohio  for  burial. 

When  the  next  Messenger 
came,  the  mailman  who  carried 
it  to  the  home  of  the  deceased 
reader  took  time  to  sit  down 
and  write:  "This  reader  of  your 
paper  died  last  week.  Why  do 
you  not  send  the  remaining  is- 
sues of  your  magazine  to  her  sis- 
ter in  Ohio?  Perhaps  your  maga- 
zine will  have  some  words  that 
will  be  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
bereaved  on  her  sudden  grievous 
loss."  He  then  gave  us  the  name 
and  address  of  the  sister  in  Ohio. 
The  mail  carrier  took  of  his  time 
to  send  us  this  message. 

Sometimes  we  look  for  big 
events  to  save  us  from  our 
confusion  and  apprehension. 
Thoughtful,  Christian  acts  like 
this  one  enlarged  and  elaborated 
from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the 
other  would  help  to  make  this 
the  kind  of  a  world  Jesus  talked 
about  when  he  spoke  of  "my 
kingdom." 


Thinking  About  the  News 


When  Fear  Is  at  the  Throttle 

ONCE  or  twice  I  have  been  in 
an  accident  which  would  not 
have  been  necessary.  It  re- 
sulted when  fear  paralyzed  the  in- 
dividual upon  whose  instantaneous 
decision  the  accident  or  its  avoid- 
ance depended.  In  some  cases  the 
danger  was  not  acute  and  the  de- 
cision which  would  have  avoided  it 
was  as  simple  as  pressing  a  brake. 
But  no  decision  was  made — we  pro- 
ceeded unchecked  toward  inevitable 
disaster. 

One  soon  loses  confidence  in  the 
driver  who  cannot  think  or  act  in 
time  of  crisis. 

Such  loss  of  confidence  is  being 
expressed  in  some  of  our  economic 
and  national  leadership  in  these  days 
of  repeated  crises.  It  is  the  hope 
of  all  of  us  that  many  things  are 
being  done  by  our  leaders  to  avoid 
world  catastrophe.  But  judging  from 
the  statements  of  governmental 
higher-ups,  including  those  of  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
the  evidences  of  courageous  leader- 
ship are  not  strong. 

And  the  lime  is  short.  Not  loo 
short  yet,  but  there  is  no  lime  to 
waste. 

Four  years  ago  we  proposed 
through  Ihe  UN  a  plan  for  world 
atomic  controls.  It  was  based  on 
the  assumption  that  we  alone  had 
the  atomic  bomb.  The  Russians  like- 
wise proposed  a  plan.  II  was  based 
on  a  wider  supply  of  facts,  for  they 
knew  that  they  also  had  the  bomb. 
We  would  not  go  along  with  their 
plan  nor  they  with  ours.  So  no 
controls  were  set  up.  Instead,  both 
.  nations,  at  great  expense  to  them- 
selves, stockpiled  instruments  of 
death. 

Now  we  are  making  the  H-bomb. 
We  are  not  sure  whether  Russia  has 
it.  Some  claim  thai  Russia  has  al- 
ready detonated  three  such  bombs, 
that  she  is  well  ahead  of  us  in  jet 
propelled  engines  with  which  to  de- 
liver bombs  and  that  we  are  con- 
siderably behind  in  the  armaments 
race. 

Whether  these  things  be  true  or 
not  it  should  now  be  clear  that  no 
nation  can  maintain  a  monopoly  in 
any  kind  of  armament  and  thai  the 
"security  of  force"  is  no  security 
at  all.  Russia  and  America  are  fast 
incurring  the  mistrust  of  all  other 
peoples. 

In  the  face  of  all  of  this,  our  gov- 
ernmental leaders  say,  "We  stand 
by  out  alomic  control  plans  of  1946. 
If  Russia   will   signify  her   willing- 


ness to  accept  them,  we  will  deal 
with  her."  This  is  juvenility  of  a 
high  order. 

It  is  my  honest  opinion  that  if  our 
leaders  do  not  come  up  with  serious 
and  realistic  plans  for  world  under- 
standing they  are  being  basically 
unpatriotic.  Moreover,  they  are  not 
acting  as  true  representatives  of  the 
will  of  the  people  who  elected  them 
to  leadership  and  who,  from  every 
side,  are  urging  them  to  courageous 
action. 


W 


hat  then  shall  Ihey  do?  Many 
proposals  have  been  made.  Not  all 
are  valid,  of  course,  but  certainly 
destruction  and  doom  are  not 
inevitable. 

1.  Let  Stalin  and  Truman  meet 
in  the  light  of  the  new  develop- 
ments and  seek  to  reach  up-to-date 
understandings. 

2.  Turn  over  all  atomic  develop- 
ment and  materials  to  the  UN — giv- 
ing it  the  proper  powers  to  limit 
atomic  development  to  constructive 
ends. 

3.  Seek  seriously  for  world  gov- 
ernment with  legislative  and  ad- 
ministrative  powers. 

4.  Let  the  United  States  set  aside 
an  amount  equal  to  that  which  they 
spend  each  year  for  armaments  and 
designate  it  to  help  the  needy  com- 
mon people  of  the  world  including 
the  Russian  people.  Or  let  them  set 
aside  one  half  as  much  for  helpful 
ends  as  they  spend  for  armaments. 
This  is  in  the  direction  of  the  Sen- 
ator McMahon  plan.  It  could  be  the 
highest  kind  of  realism  and  the  best 
paying  investment  we  ever  made. 

5.  Let  us  send  toys,  greetings, 
foodstuffs  to  the  Russian  peoples. 
General  Bradley  said  the  other  day, 
"Reach  the  Russian  people  with 
goodwill  and  I  can  go  fishing,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Why  not  at 
least  try  to  reach  them  and  let 
Bradley  fish. 

6.  Discourage  the  inflammatory 
news  broadcasts  of  the  Heaiter-Kal- 
tenborn  variety  which  render  na- 
tional and  world  -  wide  disservice 
each  day. 

None  of  these  lines  are  written 
out  of  hysteria  or  out  of  antipathy 
to  anyone.  This  writer  has  so  much 
faith  in  human  beings  when  the 
power  of  reasonableness  and  of 
Christianity  has  hold  of  them  that 
he  sees  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  behave  like  the  adults  God  in- 
tended us  to  be. 
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Man's  Part  in  God's  Plan 


AND  as  it  is  appointed  unto 
man  once  to  die,  but  after 
this  the  judgment:  so 
Christ  was  once  offered  to  bear 
the  sins  of  many;  and  unto  them 
that  look  for  him  shall  he  ap- 
pear the  second  time  without 
sin  unto  salvation."  The  words 
many  and  them  that  look  for 
him  stand  out  with  unusual  sig- 
nificance. Naturally  the  ques- 
tion arises,  "Why  not  every 
one?" 

In  the  first  three  chapters  of 
Genesis  the  idea  is  plainly  set 
forth  that  man  was  created  a 
creature  of  choice,  a  privilege 
and  responsibility  not  granted  to 
any  other  of  God's  created  be- 
ings. He  was  made  in  the  im- 
age and  likeness  of  his  Creator, 
with  almost  limitless  dominion 
and  power  over  his  surround- 
ings; he  was  not  a  machine 
wound  and  set  to  operate  in  a 
specific  groove. 

However,  man  did  the  for- 
bidden thing  and  broke  off  his 
intimacy  with  his  Maker.  The 
restoration  of  this  close  com- 
munion with  God  took  a  long 
time  and  cost  the  lifeblood  of 
the  Son  of  God  on  Calvary's 
cross.  And  yet  there  are  many 
who  still  reject  that  plan  of  sal- 
vation. Even  in  the  days  of 
Jesus'  earthly  career,  and  among 
those  of  his  own  nation,  he  was 
;given  little  consideration,  as  is 
stated  in  John  1: 11-13:  "He  came 
tunto  his  own,  and  his  own  re- 
ceived him  not.  But  as  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  the  sons  of 
God,  even  to  them  that  believe 
on  his  name:  which  were  born, 
not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of 
man,  but  of  God." 

Jesus  had  a  similar  message 
for  Nicodemus,  when  he  came 
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inquiring  after  the  way  of  life. 
He  told  his  inquirer  in  no  un- 
certain terms  that  "ye  must  be 
born  again."  To  Nicodemus  this 
was  a  mystery,  for  "how  can 
a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old?" 
Jesus  gave  him  to  understand 
that  while  we  may  not  have 
anything  to  do  about  our  natu- 
ral birth  we  very  definitely  do 
with  our  spiritual  birth;  we  must 
at  least  exercise  faith  and  be 
willing  for  it  to  take  place,  for 
"he  that  believeth  on  him  is  not 
condemned:  but  he  that  be- 
lieveth not  is  condemned  al- 
ready, because  he  hath  not  be- 
lieved in  the  name  of  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God." 

The  little  taxgatherer  up  the 
sycamore  tree  necessarily  had 
to  respond  to  Jesus'  invitation  to 
descend  and  walk  with  him 
along  the  road  with  the  rest  of 
the  crowd  before  salvation 
could  come  his  way.  It  caused 
him  to  loosen  up  his  purse 
strings  and  to  restore  any  pos- 
sible ill-gotten  gain  to  its  right- 
ful owner,  for  Jesus  said,  "For 
the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 
It  was  this  hearty  response  that 
caused  Jesus  to  say,  "This  day 
is  salvation  come  to  this  house." 

Jesus  made  it  very  plain  that 
the  individual  had  very  much  to 
do  with  his  relationship  to  the 
kingdom  of  God  when  he  said, 


The  Sun  Breaks  Through 

Emily  Ruth  Over 

Roaring  Spring,  Pennsylvania 

Oft  morning  finds  the  sky  o'ercast. 
No  trace  of  ethereal  blue; 
Yet  on  and  on  the  robin  sings 
Until  the  sun  breaks  through. 

Thus   life  may  bring  its   dismal 

days. 
And  friends  may  prove  untrue; 
Let's  trust  in  him  who  understands 
And  watch  the  sun  break  through! 


"If  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take 
up  his  cross,  and  follow  me" 
(Matt.  16:24).  And  when  his 
disciples  noticed  the  indifference 
of  the  crowd  to  his  teaching, 
they  seemed  very  much  dis- 
turbed and  said  unto  him,  "Lord, 
are  there  few  that  be  saved? 
And  he  said  unto  them,  Strive  to 
enter  in  at  the  strait  gate:  for 
many,  I  say  unto  you,  will  seek 
to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be 
able"  (Luke  13:23-24).  It  seems 
to  me  that  he  meant  to  say, 
"Watch  your  own  step."  Then 
he  told  them  too,  that  the  going 
would  not  always  be  easy,  for 
"ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for 
my  name's  sake:  but  he  that  en- 
dureth  to  the  end  shall  be  saved" 
(Matt.  10:22).  He  reminded 
them  also  that  lip  service  would 
not  suffice,  for  "not  every  one 
that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven"    (Matthew  7:21ff.). 

Then  he  applies  the  test  of 
true  discipleship  still  further 
when  he  says,  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments."  And 
again,  "If  a  man  love  me,  he 
will  keep  my  words:  and  my 
Father  will  love  him,  and  we 
will  come  unto  him,  and  make 
our  abode  with  him.  He  that 
loveth  me  not  keepeth  not  my 
sayings:  and  the  word  which  ye 
hear  is  not  mine,  but  the  Fa- 
ther's which  sent  me"  (John  14: 
15,  23,  24).  "If  any  man's  will 
is  to  do  his  will,  he  shall  know 
whether  the  teaching  is  from 
God  or  whether  I  am  speaking 
on  my  own  authority"  (John  7: 
17,  R.S.V.). 

Frequently  Jesus  refers  to  his 
oneness  with  his  Father  and  to 
his  doing  only  his  Father's  will. 
He  says,  "No  man  can  come  unto 
me,    except    the   Father   which 


or  Man's  Salvation 


W.  H.  Zigler 

Churchville,    Virginia 


hath  sent  me  draw  him:  and  I 
will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day" 
(John  6:44).  There  must  some- 
how be  that  spark  of  the  divine 
in  us  that  makes  contact  with 
the  divine  nature  of  the  Father. 
That  something  needs  to  be  cul- 
tivated in  us  and  by  us  so  as 
to  keep  that  saving  relation  pos- 
sible, for  Jesus  says,  "At  that 
day  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in 
my  Father,  and  ye  in  me,  and  I 
in  you"  (John  14:20).  And  Paul 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  in  1 
Cor.  3:9  that  "we  are  labourers 
together  with  God:  ye  are  God's 
husbandry,  ye  are  God's  build- 
ing." And  he  also  says,  "For 
ye  are  bought  with  a  price: 
therefore  glorify  God  in  your 
body,  and  in  your  spirit,  which 
are  God's"   (1  Cor.  6:20). 

Even  though  we  are  to  do  our 
part,  to  "work  out  [our]  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling"    (Phil.    2:12b),    yet    our 


own  goodness  cannot  complete 
the  task  (Eph.  2:4-10).  And  then 
that  great,  general  and  final  in- 
vitation of  Rev.  22:17,  which 
says,  "And  the  Spirit  and  the 
bride  say,  Come.  And  let  him 
that  heareth  say,  Come.  And  let 
him  that  is  athirst  come.  And 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely." 

But  even  God,  with  all  of  his 
absolute  goodness  and  holiness 
and  mercy,  grows  impatient  with 
the  foolishness  and  hardhearted- 
ness  of  man,  for  his  justice  is 
as  strong  as  his  mercy.  There- 
fore, as  learned  from  the  Scrip- 
tures as  well  as  from  secular 
history,  nations,  cities,  peoples 
and  even  individuals  who  resist 
his  entreaties  have  to  suffer  the 
consequences  of  their  deeds.  I 
think  that  it  must  have  been  a 
realization  of  this  fact  that 
gripped  Jesus,  when  from  some 
vantage  point  he  overlooked  his 


"Jesus  an- 
swered him. 
'Truly,  truly,  I 
say  to  you,  un- 
less one  is  born 
anew,  he  can- 
not see  the 
kingdom  of 
God' "     (R.S.V.) 


William  Hole 
Gramstorff  Bros., 
Inc. 


beloved  city  and  said,  "O  Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem,  which  killest 
the  prophets,  and  stonest  them 
that  are  sent  unto  thee;  how  oft 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  chil- 
dren together,  as  a  hen  doth 
gather  her  brood  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not!"  (Luke 
13:34). 

However  painful  this  must 
have  been  to  Jesus,  it  certainly 
was  no  new  thought  to  him  since 
he  knew  well  the  scriptures  and 
recalled  Psa.  9: 16-17,  which  says, 
"The  Lord  is  known  by  the 
judgment  which  he  executeth: 
the  wicked  is  snared  in  the  work 
of  his  own  hands.  .  .  .  The  wick- 
ed shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and 
all  the  nations  that  forget  God." 
With  this  knowledge  at  hand  it 
was  most  natural  for  him  to  set 
forth  the  judgment  scene  as  por- 
trayed in  Matt.  25:31-46,  where 
each  is  assigned  to  his  own  right- 
ful place:  the  righteous  to  "life 
eternal,"  and  the  wicked  to  "ev- 
erlasting punishment." 

Intelligent  human  beings  are 
few  who  deliberately  expect  to 
take  up  their  future  abode  in 
hell,  but  the  course  that  they 
are  pursuing  cannot  take  them 
elsewhere.  It  must  have  been 
in  the  light  of  this  fact  that  Paul 
said,  "For  we  must  all  appear 
before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ;  that  every  one  may  re- 
ceive the  things  done  in  his  body,, 
according  to  that  he  hath  done^. 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad. 
Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of 
the  Lord,  we  persuade  men  .  .  ."' 
(2  Cor.  5:10-11).  Jesus,  in  his 
parable  of  the  sower  as  recorded 
by  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke, 
gave  us  to  understand  that  it 
was  our  job  to  sow  the  seed — 
the  Word — and  the  harvest  de- 
pended largely  on  its  reception 
in  the  soil. 
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IT  IS  night.  All  is  quiet  ex- 
cept for  the  warm  wind  pass- 
ing through  the  leafless  trees. 
Overhead,  gathering  clouds  shut 
out  the  silvery  light  of  the  stars. 
All  is  dark  and  silent.  Rain  be- 
gins to  fall.  Gently  it  comes  at 
first,  then  harder  and  faster.  All 
space  seems  to  be  full  of  the 
water  pouring  out  of  the  heav- 
ens. Gusts  of  wind  carry  whole 
masses  of  raindrops  and  add  to 
the  majesty.  The  dry  earth  soaks 
up  the  water  and  is  refreshed. 
Across  the  sky,  lightning  flashes. 
What  a  few  minutes  ago  was 
dark  is  now  filled  with  the  light 
of  day.  The  great  trees,  silhouet- 
ted by  this  gray  light,  take  on 
new  beauty.  In  the  distance  is 
heard  the  rumble  of  thunder. 
The  storm  gives  a  feeling  of 
power  and  majesty.  The  great 
God  must  be  very  near. 

Hours  pass.  The  storm  clouds 
have  disappeared.  All  is  quiet. 
With  the  enchanting  light  from 
the  moon,  the  whole  earth  has 
become  a  wonderland.  The 
weary  world  has  been  asleep 
for  a  long  time  but  out  under 
the  stars  alone  there  is  no  feel- 
ing of  loneliness.  God  is  near. 
I  can  feel  his  presence.  A  sense 
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QindQod 


Wayne  Zunkel 

Manchester  College 
North  Manchester,  Indiana 


of  peace  fills  my  very  being. 
The  hard  problems,  which  once 
seemed  so  big,  now  shrink  to 
their  correct  size  for  I  am  near 
the  heart  of  God.  Cares  melt  and 
I  seem  able  to  face  the  world  no 
matter  what  happens. 

I  lift  my  eyes  again  to  the 
heavens.  The  sky  seems  so  great. 
As  I  pick  out  individual  stars,  I 
begin  to  realize  the  size  of  it  all. 

"He  who  made  the  Pleiades  and 

Orion, 
Who  turns  dense  darkness  to 

dawn, 
And  darkens  day  into  night; 
Who   summons  the  waters   of 

the  sea, 
And  pours  them  out  upon  the 

face  of  the  earth — 
The  Lord  is  his  name!" 

Amos,  too,  must  have  felt  God 
as  I  can  feel  his  presence.  How 
great  my  Creator  is.  How  small 
I  am.  "When  I  see  the  heavens, 
the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the 
moon  and  the  stars  which  thou 
hast  formed;  what  is  man  that 
thou    shouldst    think    of   him?" 

What  place  do  I  have  in 
God's  plan?  Without  him,  I  am 
nothing.  Living  with  him,  I  can 
be  everything.  If  the  human  soul 
is  his  greatest  creation,  greater 
even  than  the  universe  with  all 


of  its  glory,  then  what  can  I  be- 
come? If  this  earth  was  mold- 
ed, those  stars  scattered,  and 
these  trees  and  tiny  blades  of 
grass  nurtured  only  as  a  set- 
ting for  man,  then  what  could  I 
be  if  I  were  aware  of  the  power 
that  God  has  for  me? 

What  about  tomorrow?  Will 
I  lose  this  peace  I  have  found 
tonight?  In  the  noise  and  hustle 
can  I  hope  to  keep  this  inner 
satisfaction  that  I  feel  now? 
What  can  I  hope  for?  If  man  is 
the  greatest  thing  that  he  has 
made  should  I  be  able  to  see 
him  in  the  faces  of  people,  just 
as  I  have  been  made  aware  of 
his  presence  in  the  storm  and  in 
the  calm  that  followed?  Must  I 
seek  his  face  in  the  faces  of  those 
he  made  in  his  image?  Can  I 
keep  a  sense  of  God's  nearness 
unless  I  do  this  and  share  him? 

The  wind  blows  cold  against 
my  face.  Its  gentle  caress  is  re- 
freshing and  serves  as  a  chal- 
lenge— a  challenge  to  do  better. 
It  is  very  late  now,  but  I  am  not 
tired.  Walking  with  God  is  re- 
laxing. In  the  distance  are  the 
lights  of  the  town.  There  I  will 
be  with  people  who  do  not  know 
the  peace  of  God.  And  if  I  am 
to  keep  the  peace  I  feel  now,  I 
must  share  it. 


It  seems  as  though  God  is 
speaking  to  me.  He  says,  "A 
great  man  is  like  a  mighty  oak 
tree.  The  oak  grows  strong  and 
provides  a  support  for  the  tired. 
It  grows  tall  and  provides  shade 
for  all  who  are  weary  from  the 
heat  of  the  sun.  But,  at  first 
glance,  you  do  not  see  all  of  the 
oak.  Below  the  ground  are  its 
roots  that  go  deep  into  the  heart 
of  the  earth.  These  roots  are  en- 
twined with  the  roots  of  other 
great  trees,  searching  for  water 
to  quench  its  thirst.  You  must 
be  like  that!  You  must  be  strong 
so  that  others,  weary  of  life's 
load,  may  come  to  you  and  find 
rest.  You  must  provide  shelter 
for  the  weak  and  friendship  for 
the  friendless.  When  you  do  this 
you  will  find  even  greater  peace 
than  you  have  found  tonight.  As 
you  learn  to  share  the  heartaches 
and  pains  of  others,  you  will  feel 


even  more  intensely  my  spirit. 
Tomorrow  you  may  fail.  You 
may  lose  sight  of  this  peace 
many  days  for  becoming  a  son  of 
God  is  the  greatest  thing  you 
will  ever  accomplish  and  is 
therefore  the  hardest  thing  you 
will  ever  do.  It  is  hard  work 
and  some  days  you  will  not 
want  to  work  hard.  But  do  not 
give  up.  Keep  trying.  If  you 
knock  long  enough  and  try  hard 
enough  you  will  begin  to  feel  my 
presence  more  and  more  and  feel 
less  and  less  of  despair.  Seek  and 
you  will  find.  Remember,  you 
do  not  build  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  The  kingdom  is  here 
and  you  enter  it." 

It  is  a  long,  hard  road,  but  I 
shall  try.  May  I  be  aware  that 
God  is  with  me  as  I  try  not 
to  become  discouraged.  I  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  keep  me 
aware. 
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God   Is  Hope 

Glen  Weimer 

Pastor,  First  Church,  South  Bend,  Indiana 

God  never  gives  up  the  struggle  to  reach  and  redeem  man. 

God  sees  good  where  men  see  only  darkness  and  darkness 
where  men  see  only  good. 

God  never  abandons  his  ministry  of  carrying  lighted  candles 
into  the  souls  of  men  and  women. 

God  keeps  kindling  the  redeeming  flame  of  goodness  in  each 
generation. 

God  is  the  source  of  lives  that  are  like  sunny  days;  God  is  the 
maker  of  lives  that  are  like  rainbows  in  the  world's  poor 
dripping  days. 

God  labors  in  hope  and  incites  hope  in  man. 

As  the  farmer,  year  after  year,  breaks  the  soil  and  sows  in 
hope,  so  God,  century  after  century  breaking  the  fallow 
ground  of  the  human  heart,  sows  his  good  seed  in  ex- 
pectancy. 

How  marvelous  the  hope  of  God!  God's  hope  is  in  each  person 
and  in  each  generation.  God  hopes  for  and  awaits  the 
goodly  harvest  of  good  in  each  life.  God  desires  each  per- 
son to  be  a  window  into  life  to  others. 

How  unwearying,  steadfast,  patient,  and  persistent  is  the  hope 
of  God! 

How  full  of  love  this  hope  is;  how  full  of  hope  this  love  is! 

God  is  a  God  of  undying  hope,  else  human  history  would  have 
ended  ages  ago.  As  plants  spring  up  through  the  rubble 
of  ruined  cities,  so  divine  hope  lives  on  and  through  human 
tragedy. 

O  God  of  hope,  thou  includest  me  in  thy  hope.  Enable  me  to 
add  to  thy  joy.  Make  the  sacred  fire  of  the  Master's 
spirit  to  consume  me.  Amen. 
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Where  to  Give! 
Roy  White 

Chicago,  Ulinois 

THE  love  of  Christ  constrains 
us  to  love  others  and  to  help 
them.  Yet  our  means  are 
limited.  Where  can  we  help 
best? 

At  home.  "If  any  provideth 
not  for  his  own  ...  he  hath  de- 
nied the  faith  .  .  ."  (1  Tim.  5: 
8).  We  need  not  apologize  for 
trying  to  live  well.  We  must  only 
love  our  neighbor  as  ourself 
(Mark  12:31).  He  wants  to  live 
well  too.  Charity  does  begin  at 
home.  The  danger  is  that  it  end 
there. 

Fellow  Christians  have  a  spe- 
cial claim  upon  us  (Gal.  6:10). 
We  may  well  examine  a  program 
if  it  features  world  needs  and 
has  no  proper  relief  in  the  local 
area.  If  none  is  needed,  that  is 
splendid  and  very  remarkable. 

Where  spiritual  ends  are  best 
promoted  (John  6:27).  Surely 
a  good  steward  must  think  twice 
when  told,  "Never  mind  the  ser- 
mon; just  give  me  the  dough." 
When  we  must  keep  silent  in 
giving,  is  it  not  so  that  someone 
else  may  speak?  How  far  can  a 
wise  Christian  support  such  a  sit- 
uation? 

As  Christ  gave.  Jesus  never 
took  material  needs  lightly;  nor 
did  he  ever  forget  that  spiritual 
needs  were  more  basic.  Material 
•  want  on  a  large  scale  is  the  re- 
sult of  spiritual  poverty.  Lead 
men  to  Christ  and  they  will  set 
up  their  own  charity  system. 

Yet  Jesus  would  not  let  an  in- 
nocent child  wait  for  lunch  until 
papa  became  a.  believer.  The  love 
of  Christ  may  be  better  taught 
by  deeds  than  by  words — by  a 
loaf  than  by  a  sermon.  A  hungry 
man  in  desperate  quest  for  food 
probably  will  have  no  time  to 
hear  you. 

Fortunately,  Christ  is  capable 
of  leading  sincere  believers  into 
his  way  of  giving,  even  in  the 
present  confused  situation. 
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Present  Call 
Present  Service 


Dewey  D.  Fleishman 

Pastor,  Nokesville,  Virginia 


Ernest  Lefever 

To  these  children  and  others  like  them  around  the  world  and 

to  their  fathers  and  mothers  we  are  commanded  to  "go  . . .  and 

preach  the  gospel" 


EVERY  Christian  must  con- 
sider the  question  of  mis- 
sions and  expansion.  Be- 
hind it,  all  considerations  of 
convenience  and  comfort  fade 
away  into  insignificance.  Are 
we  ready  to  retreat  when  war 
sweeps  away  the  progress  of  a 
hundred  years  of  missionary 
work?  Do  we  ask,  "What's  the 
use?"  when  a  nation  like  Ger- 
many discounts  Christianity  and 
worships  the  god  of  blood  and 
war,  when  we  behold  the  de- 
struction made  by  so  -  called 
Christian  nations,  and  the  appar- 
ent decline  of  long  years  of  mis- 
sionary endeavors. 

To  answer  the  question  is  im- 
perative. What  are  the  Master's 
orders?  The  answer  is  found 
in  the  words  of  our  Lord  to  his 
disciples.  "Go  ye  therefore,"  he 
said,  "  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to 
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observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway." 

We  are  not  to  gather  from  this 
that  the  task  is  easy,  that  it  was 
to  be  accomplished  immediate- 
ly. They  were  to  "get  going," 
they  were  to  obey  orders,  they 
were  to  rejoice  in  doing  so,  and 
their  reward  would  be  the  con- 
stant presence  of  their  Leader. 

Jesus  prefaced  his  command 
by  this  statement:  "All  power  is 
given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.  Go  ye  therefore."  At  no 
time  had  he  made  a  more  as- 
suring statement.  The  fact  that 
our  Leader  possesses  all  power, 
qualifies  him  to  give  his  orders. 
Christ  could  bring  the  world  to 
his  feet  without  our  help,  but  he 
does  not  intend  to  do  so.  We 
have  a  part  in  bringing  a  lost 
world  into  his  fold.  We  are  his 
messengers,  evangels  and  teach- 
ers. 

Missions  are  the  unfinished 
task  of  the  church.  We  recall 
that   Andrew   was   the   first   of 


all  the  apostles  to  be  summoned 
to  the  side  of  Christ.  He  also  in- 
vited his  own  brother,  Peter,  to 
share  with  him  the  blessings  he 
had  gained. 

Christ  must  have  pre  -  emi  - 
nence,  for  unless  he  is  Lord  of 
all,  he  is  not  Lord  at  all.  The 
church  must  give  the  whole  gos- 
pel to  the  whole  world.  Christ 
gives  himself  to  all  men.  We, 
in  turn,  must  share  him  with 
others. 

Christianity  grows  and  ad-' 
vances  through  sharing.  No  one 
can  be  a  true  Christian  alone. 
Self-interest  and  self-attention 
are  unhealthy  for  the  soul.  Mar 
must  live  and  fellowship  with 
others.  His  faith  will  perish  ij 
it  is  not  given  a  wider  scop* 
among  God's  children. 

God's  promises  stand  unshak 
en.  What  he  says  he  will  do 
What  he  tells  us  to  do  he  ex 
pects  us  to  do.  His  command  i 
to  give,  pray  and  go.  If  we  wil; 
obey  his  commands,  the  godles 
air  of  confusion,  strife  and  uv. 


belief  will  gradually  clear  and 
we  will  be  on  our  way  in  an  Ad- 
vance With  Christ  at  which  the 
whole  world  will  sit  up  and  take 
notice.  At  no  time  in  our  his- 
tory was  there  greater  need  for 
this  all-out  effort  for  God  in  the 
teaching  and  preaching  of  the 
gospel  than  now.  We  must  give 
until  Christ  says  it  is  enough. 
Each  Christian  must  be  a  wit- 
ness. 

"Go  ye  .  .  .  and  preach  the 
gospel,"  keeping  in  mind  that 
"all  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  in  earth."  "Make 
disciples  .  .  .  ,"  said  the  Master. 
What  did  he  mean?  He  meant 
that  they  should  gather  around 
them  those  men  and  women  who 
would  follow  him.  They  might 
not  always  do  their  best  or  be 
their  best,  but  they  would,  at 
least,  be  on  their  way. 

Nowhere  in  the  Bible  are  we 
led  to  believe  that  we  are  to 
convert  people,  but  everywhere 
we  get  the  impression  that  this 
is  God's  work.  Our  task  is  not 
to  remake  people;  that  is  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Church- 
es have,  at  times,  decided  to 
bar  the  door  of  church  fellow- 
ship against  those  who  did  not 
measure  up  to  certain  stand- 
ards. Jesus  did  not  set  the 
church  as  the  doorkeeper.  He 
is  the  door.  Some  fail  to  re- 
member that  the  church  is  not 
an  organization  wherein  wholly 
sanctified  saints  are  enrolled. 
Rather  it  is  a  company  of  men 
and  women  to  whom  the  "pure 
Word  of  God  is  preached  and 
administered." 

"Baptize  them,"  says  Jesus. 
"Baptism  is  an  outward  sign  of 
i  an  inward  process."  In  obedi- 
:  ence  to  this  rite  we  are  received 
'  into  God's  fellowship  and,  there- 
fore, it  cannot  be  neglected  with- 
out serious  spiritual  impairment. 

The  omission  of  doctrinal 
preaching  has  been  a  weakness. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
those  who  are  being  criticized 
for  preaching  doctrine.  As  a  re- 
sult some  have  attempted  to  stir 
the   emotions    of   congregations 


without  an  adequate  foundation 
of  sound  doctrine.  Who  does  not 
like  to  listen  to  a  good  sermon? 
But  to  the  average  man  a  good 
sermon  may  not  always  be  intel: 
ligent  preaching,  and  the  sermon 
which  meets  approval  does  not 
always  edify  its  hearers.  Ig- 
norance of  sound  doctrine  has  led 
thousands  of  people  astray. 
Many  good  people  have  allowed 
themselves  to  be  deceived  in  fail- 
ing to  recognize  that  the  doc- 
trine to  which  they  subscribe  is 
contrary  to  the  Word  of  God.  We 
ministers  cannot  justly  criticize 
our  people  for  falling  away  if  we 
fail  to  feed  them  on  the  Word 
of  God.  Observe  the  advertise- 
ments of  cults  and  you  will  find 
that  they  are  proposing  to  an- 
swer questions  which  come  to  a 
great  many  sincere  Christian 
people.     If    we   cannot    answer 


their  questions,  our  people  wiU 
go  to  those  who  do. 

"How  can  a  man  be  born 
again?"  was  the  question  that 
Nicodemus  asked  Jesus.  Jesus 
answered  him  immediately. 
This  question  has  lost  none  of 
its  importance  with  the  passing 
of  the  years.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  men  and  women  in  our 
churches  who  really  want  to 
know  how  to  live  the  Christian 
life.  And  we  teachers  and  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  must  not 
fail  to  point  out  the  way. 

This  fact  should  challenge  us 
to  give,  pray  and  go.  We  have 
his  promise  —  the  promises  of 
Jesus.  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 
A  new  translation  gives  fresher 
meaning  to  these  bracing  words 
of  our  Lord.  "Lo,  I  am  with  you 
all  the  days."  That  includes  the 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

The  Church  in  Rome 
Rom.  1:  1,  7-15;  15:  22-29;  16;  Acts  27—28;  Phil.  1:  12-20;  4:  22 


Paul's    conception   of   the    Christian 
church 

By  the  time  of  this  lesson  Paul 
had  spent  many  years  in  the  service 
of  the  church.  His  body  bore  the 
marks  of  his  love  for  the  Lord. 

During  this  service,  his  concep- 
tion of  the  church  had  grown.  He 
no  longer  believed  it  was  an  insti- 
tution which  belonged  only  to  the 
Jews  or  to  the  people  of  Asia  or  to 
any  geographic  or  racial  group. 
Paul  believed  that  it  was  the  power 
of  salvation  "to  everyone  who  be- 
lieveth,"  even  to  those  who  were  the 
direct  enemies  of  his  own  people. 

In  our  day  Paul  would  have  said 
that  Christianity  should  not  turn 
away  from  communism  but  rather, 
that  it  is  the  power  of  salvation  unto 
all  Communists.  Paul  had  now  be- 
come an  internationalist.  He  be- 
longed only  secondarily  to  small 
groups.  His  first  loyalty  was  to  the 
church,  and  the  church  embraced  the 
world. 
Paul  and  Rome 

Since  Paul  believed  this,  it  was 
only  natural  that  he  should  have  a 
continuous  yearning  to  go  to  Rome. 
He  had  visited  the  capitals  of  the 
world,  but  he  wanted  to  go  also  into 
the  central  capital  of  civilization.  If 
Christianity  was  for  all  the  world, 


then  from  this  capital  city  it  would 
have  an  unusual  opportunity  to  be 
spread  to  all  the  world.  According- 
ly, his  desire  to  come  to  Rome  and 
from  there  to  see  the  gospel  preached 
even  to  Spain  and  to  England  was 
something  which  he  could  not 
quench.  Christianity  to  Paul  was 
not  something  for  the  side  streets 
but  something  which  belonged  at 
the  center  of  everything. 
Paul,  ihe  servant 

When  Paul  finally  came  to  Rome 
it  was  different  from  what  he  had 
anticipated.  He  came  not  as  a  tri- 
umphant minister  but  as  a  convict, 
a  prisoner.  The  Christians  heard  of 
his  coming  and  met  him  a  two  or 
three  days'  journey  out.  They 
brought  him  into  Rome  and  there 
with  chains  on  his  hands  he  was 
able  to  proclaim  Christ. 

Chained  to  a  Roman  soldier,  he 
went  up  and  down  the  streets  of 
Rome,  where  people  from  all  over 
the  world  gathered  and  to  them 
he  taught  the  message  of  salvation 
which  he  had  learned  during  his 
lifetime.  Whether  in  chains  or  not 
was  only  secondary;  Paul  had  to 
preach,  for  he  was  a  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ. 
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discouraging  days,  when  the 
loyal  are  disloyal,  the  dark  and 
the  bright.  Every  condition  of 
life,  whatever  it  is,  is  covered  by 
this  promise.  He  stands  by  our 
side  "through  thick  and  thin"  as 
long  as  life  lasts. 

This  promise  was  not  given 
only  to  preachers.  It  is  to  all 
men.  All  are  commissioned  to 
proclaim  the  gospel  to  every 
creature.  All  of  his  followers 
are  his  messengers,  his  priests, 
his  evangelists. 

When  we  consider  our  Lord's 
command,  "Go  ye  .  .  .  ,"  we  will 
see  that  it  is  his  order  and  not 
that  of  one  of  his  followers.  It 
is  the  command  of  the  Christ 


of  history,  of  prophecy;  it  is  the 
command  of  the  Christ  of  every 
day.  It  is  a  present  call  for  a 
present  service. 

Let  us  support  the  missionary 
cause.  These  men  and  women  of 
God  are  your  representatives; 
they  are  your  proxies.  You  must 
assume  responsibility  for  them. 
You  must  give  and  give  gener- 
ously. Give  until  Christ  stops 
giving  to  you!  As  God  was 
stirred  to  give  his  only  Son, 
even  to  the  shameful  cross,  that 
we  might  live,  so  may  we  be 
sufficiently  moved  to  give  our- 
selves to  him  that  he  can  give 
himself  once  more  to  us. 

So  give,  pray  and  go! 


feebiviG  tke  nuncbu 


Dan  West 

Goshen,  Indiana 


A  CIVILIZATION  which  can- 
not provide  the  primary 
necessities  of  life  for  its 
people  is  one  which  cannot  en- 
dure. One  of  the  urgent  needs 
of  the  world  today  is  food.  Pro- 
longed hunger  causes  social  and 
political  unrest  and  hinders  co- 
operation, not  only  between  na- 
tions, but  even  within  nations." 
These  words  from  Sir  John  Orr 
(now  Lord  Orr)  two  years  ago, 
carry  even  more  meaning  than 
they  did  then. 

Not  more  than  one  half  of  the 
world's  people  get  enough  food 
of  any  kind.  And  every  day,  on 
the  average,  there  are  55,000 
more  mouths  to  feed.  Also  the 
war  was  ruinous  to  soil,  to  sus- 
tained production  and  distribu- 
tion and,  most  fundamental,  to 
confidence  in  one's  fellow  men. 
Because  of  these  and  other  rea- 
sons, there  is  less  food  per  capita 
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in  the  world  than  there  was  be- 
fore the  war. 

To  solve  this  growing  problem, 
the  FAO  (Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization)  was  created  in 
1944.  It  has  done  many  things 
since  then,  including  these:  in- 
troduced hybrid  corn  from  North 
America  to  Europe  and  the  Near 
East;  sweet  potatoes  from  Oki- 
nawa to  the  U.S.A.,  tea  seed  from 
China  to  Yugoslavia;  worked 
against  hog  cholera  in  Poland, 
rinderpest  in  China  and  Ethio- 
pia, bovine  tuberculosis  in  Eu- 
rope; promoted  soil  erosion  con- 
trol in  Greece,  forest  manage- 
ment in  Latin  America,  fisheries 
development  in  the  Indo-Pacific 
area;  made  the  first  world  food 
survey;  developed  a  world  food 
parliament  of  sixty-one  nations 
where  the  world's  food  situation 
can  be  seen,  production  can  be 
measured  against  consumer 
needs,  and  common  action  can 
be  planned. 


The  fifth  session  of  the  FAO 
was  held  in  Washington  in  No- 
vember 1949.  It  worked  on  hard 
problems.  Three  were  of  high- 
est importance:  the  permanent 
site  for  FAO  headquarters,  the 
"technical  assistance"  program 
and  the  problem  of  surplus  foods 
in  some  places  and  starvation 
elsewhere. 

Site 

With  strong  invitations  from 
the  U.S.A.,  Denmark  and  Swit- 
zerland, Rome,  Italy,  was  voted 
the  permanent  site.  It  was  a 
close  vote,  thirty  for  Rome  and 
twenty-eight  for  an  American 
location. 

Technical  assistance 

Last  January  President  Tru- 
man recommended  sharing  tech- 
nical skills  and  workers  with  the 
needy  countries  of  the  world  and 
pledged  the  help  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  the  long-time  job 
of  helping  people  to  help  them- 
selves. Many  governments  are 
now  interested. 

The  following  efforts  were  rec- 
ommended: (1)  increasing  pro- 
duction of  useful  things,  (2)  pre- 
venting useful  things  from  being 
damaged  or  destroyed  before 
use,  (3)  better  distribution  to 
consumers,  (4)  encouraging  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  food 
and  agriculture. 

Assistance  is  intended  to  help 
small  producers  most.  In  some 
countries  efforts  will  go  toward 
irrigation,  drainage  and  the  use 
of  fertilizers;  in  others,  toward 
forestry;  in  still  others,  fisheries. 
In  all  countries,  help  is  needed 
on  nutrition,  rural  welfare  and 
economic  development. 

Some  consideration  must  be 
given  toward  "a  better  balance 
of  human  and  physical  re- 
sources"— maybe  including  mi- 
gration and  resettlement. 

Such  a  gigantic  program  can- 
not be  handled  by  FAO,  but  they 
may  organize  and  train  fellow; 
countrymen  to  teach  the  small 
producers.  But  this  will  take1 
time.  Speedy  results  are  morel 
likely  in  "preventing  loss   and 
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Pakistan  children  being  given  food 


destruction  of  goods  already  pro- 
duced." FAO  can  conduct  re- 
search as  to  what  ought  to  be 
done,  can  organize  resources  and 
personnel  and  make  outside  as- 
sistance available. 

Of  course  the  quality  of  the 
persons  who  give  this  technical 
assistance  will  make  the  differ- 
ence between  success  and  fail- 
ure. They  want  people  "of  high 
moral  character  and  ready  sym- 
pathy and  understanding  of  ru- 
ral culture  and  conditions." 

Too  much  food — the  problem  of 
distribution 

Let's  look  at  one  example 
(wheat,  beans,  butter  and  eggs 
are  similar  problems).  Cuba 
and  some  other  sugar-producing 
countries  have  a  surplus  of  sug- 
ar. Italy  and  some  other  coun- 
tries do  not  have  enough.  At 
first  that  looks  like  a  simple 
problem — ship  it  and  sell  it  to 
;  the  sugar-hungry  Italians.  But 
there  are  some  difficulties  in  the 
way:  tariffs,  differing  money 
values,  lack  of  co-operation. 

The  problem  was  not  solved 
even  on  paper,  and  they  were 
clearly  agreed  that  it  cannot  be 
solved  apart  from  the  "dollar 
problem."  No  one  has  seen  any 
way  to  solve  that  yet. 


They  are  sure  that  any  nation- 
al action  must  take  "one  or  more 
of  three  forms:  (a)  free  gifts; 
(b)  long-term  credits;  (c)  con- 
cessional prices."  In  any  case, 
what  one  country  does  affects 
others.  Also  they  saw  the  need 
for  short  -  term  and  long  -  term 
plans;  further,  that  action  should 
be  taken  on  individual  commodi- 
ties. 

Research  and  investigation  are 
needed  and  plans  must  be  flex- 
ible. But  there  are  real  head- 
aches for  the  new  chairman  of 
the  conference,  Sr.  Oscar  Gans, 
Cuban  ambassador  to  U.S.A.,  for 
the  staff  and  for  all  the  rest  of 
us. 

If  we  cannot  solve  the  short- 
term  problem  both  in  terms  of 
foods  and  dollars,  our  Russian 
critics  will  have  too  much  evi- 
dence to  support  their  argu- 
ments; and  more  countries  may 
move    toward    communism. 

In  the  long  run,  this  problem 
must  be  settled  if  we  want  to 
live  together  on  this  planet.  It 
will  require  our  best  intelligence 
and  honest  Christian  adventure 
— whatever  we  call  it.  It  will  re- 
quire study  and  toil  and  sacrifice, 
if  not  blood  and  tears,  to  re- 
construct the  world  on  a  peace- 
ful basis. 


The  Most  Important  Life 
Ever  Lived 

Emile  E.  Watson 

Columbus,  Ohio 

THE  power,  influence  and  ra- 
diating effect  of  the  life  of 
one  good  man,  of  one  good 
woman  is  amazing.  The  presi- 
dency of  the  United  States  is 
the  highest,  the  most  responsible 
and  distinguished  position  in  our 
nation.  There  are  thirty-two 
men  who  have  been  presidents 
of  the  United  States  yet  I  seri- 
ously doubt  if  the  great  major- 
ity of  our  population  could  name 
more  than  six  or  seven  of  the 
first  twenty -five  presidents  of 
our  country. 

But  nineteen  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago  there  was  born 
a  Man  who  lived  the  short 
span  of  life  of  only  thirty-three 
years.  Even  though  nineteen 
hundred  years  have  passed,  dif- 
ficulty would  be  had  in  finding 
any  one  in  this  entire  country 
who  does  not  know  His  name. 
They  know  many  things  about 
Him  and  His  life. 

There  was  such  dynamic  pow- 
er, potency  and  influence  within 
the  life  of  this  lowly  Nazarene, 
that  for  the  past  nineteen  hun- 
dred years  it  has  powerfully  in- 
fluenced the  history  of  the  entire 
world.  This  one  Man  is  today 
influencing  the  lives  of  some  six 
hundred  millions  who  are  em- 
bracing Christianity. 

The  influence  of  the  lowly 
Nazarene  has  been  powerful  but, 
alas,  it  has  not  yet  been  decisive. 
Right  still  struggles  in  a  world 
dominated  by  poisonous  vipers. 
Both  the  challenge  and  the  re- 
sponse are  clear. 

The  people  of  every  neighbor- 
hood throughout  the  nation  cry 
out  for  the  influence  of  good 
men  and  women,  men  and  wom- 
en who  reflect  the  influence  of 
the  supremely  good  Nazarene 
who  was  born  in  a  lowly  manger 
in  Bethlehem. 


MARCH  25.   1950 
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Approaching    the    Problem    of    Peace 


Clara   &   Bruce   Wood 

Missoula,  Montana* 


YOU  want  peace — we  are 
sure  you  do.  And  so  do 
hundreds  of  millions  of  peo- 
ple all  over  the  world  want 
peace.  And  it  is  pathetic  that  in 
spite  of  the  great  desire  for 
peace,  peace  tends  to  elude  us. 
Goodwill  is  essential  for  the 
building  of  peace,  and  yet  we  are 
convinced  that  the  establishing 
of  peace  requires  much  more 
than  just  goodwill. 

Although  we  Brethren  in  the 
past  were  hesitant  to  take  part 
in  government,  we  have  defi- 
nitely been  trying  in  recent 
years  to  influence  government, 
especially  in  the  area  of  mili- 
tary graining  and  peace.  This 
is  for  the  good,  but  it  carries  with 
it  a  great  responsibility — the  re- 
sponsibility of  being  adequately 
informed  and  fair  and  straight  in 
our  thinking.  Partly  as  a  result 
of  our  experience  in  Europe  do- 


*  Clara  and  Bruce  Wood  recently  returned 
from  Poland,  where  they  were  doing 
rehabilitation  work  under  the  Brethren 
Service     Commission 


ing  relief  and  reconstruction 
work,  we  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  problem  of  peace 
is  much  more  involved  and  comes 
much  closer  home  than  is  usually 
realized.  It  includes  the  prob- 
lems of  trade,  population,  edu- 
cation, economics,  international 
organization,  and  so  on. 

Hand  in  hand  with  the  prob- 
lem of  peace  goes  the  problem  of 
democracy,  and  by  democracy 
we  do  not  mean  authoritarianism 
or  totalitarianism  posing  as  de- 
mocracy. For  where  there  are  op- 
pression, injustice,  lack  of  civil 
liberties,  lack  of  brotherhood, 
lack  of  personal  freedom  to  think 
and  live  according  to  one's  own 
conscience,  and  the  lack  of  chan- 
nels for  correcting  such  condi- 
tions peacefully,  there  can  never 
be  peace  for  any  length  of  time. 
For  peace  to  exist  under  such 
conditions  would  mean  the 
thwarting  of  the  will  of  God, 
which  could  not  go  on  for  long. 
We  cannot  rightfully  expect  to 


reap  peace  from  the  seeds  of  in- 
dividual and  national  selfishness, 
of  racial  prejudice,  of  social  in- 
justice and  of  indifference. 

For  the  Christian  to  be  in- 
strumental in  the  building  of 
peace,  he  must  be  first  of  all  a 
consecrated  individual — conse- 
crated to  live  out  the  will  of 
God  as  he  sees  it  for  him.  With- 
out this  consecration,  the  Chris- 
tian will  be  unconverted  in  some 
areas,  especially  in  those  areas 
where  it  would  at  first  be  painful 
to  him  to  change,  either  in  terms 
of  money  or  in  terms  of  social 
pressure.  And  faced  with  these 
pressures,  the  common  reaction 
is  to  think  of  all  the  reasons  pos- 
sible for  continuing  to  live  as  we 
have,  rather  than  becoming  con- 
verted in  these  areas  and  reshap- 
ing our  lives  accordingly. 

Straight  and  fair  thinking  is 
especially  difficult  for  those  who 
are  absolutely  convinced  they 
are  right  in  their  position  and 
that  there  can  not  be  another 
right  position.  And  with  people 
who  are  very  critical  of  our 
government  and  its  military  and 
international  policies,  there 
seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  place 
the    blame    completely    on    the 
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IMPATIENCE 

Dear  Spring, 

Do  not  delay  to  brighten  Mother  Nature's  gray. 
She  is  prettier  far  in  green. 
With  polka  dots  of  every  sheen! 
Quickly  cheer  her  worried  brow 
By  coming  to  her  now! 

Dear  Spring, 

We've  waited  long  to  hear  your  song. 
New  life  you'll  bring  each  passing  day. 
New  hope  to  cheer  us  on  our  way. 

Dear  Spring, 
Do  not  delay! 


Ann  King  Nies 

Adamstown,  Pennsylvania 
Photo  by  Religious  News  Service 


side  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  to  explain 
everything  Soviet  Russia  does  as 
only  justifiable  reactions  coun- 
tering the  moves  of  our  United 
States.  This  type  of  thinking  is 
not  justified  by  the  facts,  is  un- 
fair, is  unwise,  and  shows  a  very 
serious  failure  to  comprehend 
and  appreciate  the  problems  in- 
volved in  relations  between 
countries. 

There  is  both  good  and  bad  in 
the  internal  and  external  actions 
of  our  country  and  other  simi- 
larly democratic  countries  on  one 
side,  and  in  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal actions  of  Soviet  Russia 
and  the  other  countries  under 
Communist  control  on  the  other 
side.  It  is  important  that  we  who 
wish  to  influence  our  govern- 
ment should  be  well  informed 
both  concerning  day-to-day  hap- 
penings nationally  and  inter- 
nationally, and  concerning  the 
backgrounds  and  the  ongoing 
situations  which  give  rise  to  day- 
to-day  happenings.  Needless  to 
say,  this  is  a  rather  big  order,  but 
the  adequate  functioning  of 
democracy  requires  it. 

Many  people  with  whom  we 
have  talked  since  arriving  home 
have  had  very  little  appreciation 
and  understanding  of  the  prob- 
lems of  a  diplomat.  They  have 
not  appreciated  how  difficult  it 
is  to  try  to  be  fair  and  co-opera- 
tive in  the  face  of  known  deceit 
and  ulterior  motives,  and,  in  ad- 

t  dition,  to  know  the  best  way  to 
react  to  bitter  haranguing  and 

:  name-calling    and    misconstruc- 

,  tion  of  motives,  all  of  which  if 
left    unanswered    has    a    great 

;  propaganda  effect  for  the  other 
side.  And  it  is  pertinent  to  re- 
member that  a  discussion  of  this 
type  could  not  safely  be  engaged 
in  or  printed  in  a  country  sub- 
ject to  Communist  control. 

The  desired  approach  to  the 
problems  of  peace,  democracy 
and  the  Communist  challenge  is 
not  one  of  defense,  but  rather 
one  of  offense  in  a  peaceful 
sense.  This  offense  requires  con- 
secrated,   well-informed    people 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

I  am  jusi  about  at  the  end  of 
my  rope.  My  husband  has  been 
drinking  for  years.  He  seems  to  be 
getting  worse  and  worse.  I  can't 
say  anything  to  him  about  it  but 
what  he  becomes  angry  and  often 
strikes  me.  I  hate  to  think  about 
what  is  happening  to  our  children 
as  a  result  of  the  way  our  home  is 
going.  Do  you  have  any  sugges- 
tions as  to  what  I  can  do? 

A  Desperate  Mother. 

Dear  Friend, 

You  are  in  a  situation  that  seems 
very  difficult  indeed.  There  is  some 
answer  which  is  the  best  answer 
for  your  problem.  That  answer  may 
itself  be  unpleasant  and  you  will 
need  to  weigh  carefully  your  de- 
cision. 

If  your  husband  has  been  drink- 
ing excessively  for  years,  we  will 
need  to  face  the  fact  that  a  change 
for  the  better  is  difficult.  It  can  al- 
most be  said  that  change  is  impos- 
sible until  he  comes  to  the  point 
where  he  is  desperate.  When  that 
time  comes,  the  organization  called 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  can  help  him. 
Their  help  is  simple  but  effective. 
It  requires  .putting  dependence  on  a 
higher  power,  refraining  from  alco- 
hol for  just  twenty-four  hours  at 
a  time,  providing  friendship  and 
fellowship  to  take  the  place  of  the 


drinking  companions,  helping  some- 
one else. 

It  would  be  well  to  look  carefully 
at  your  own  attitudes  toward  your 
husband.  Ask  such  questions:  Is  he 
drinking  to  escape  my  nagging?  Do 
I  make  him  feel  inferior  or  not  good 
enough  for  me  and  my  family?  Do 
I  act  like  a  martyr  when  I  am  with 
him?  Am  I  making  the  home  the 
kind  of  place  in  which  he  could  find 
delight  if  he  is  not  drunk? 

You  have,  no  doubt,  considered 
separation  as  you  have  thought  of 
the  effect  upon  the  children.  You 
will  need  to  face  the  gains  and  the 
perils  in  such  a  course  for  the  chil- 
dren. To  be  free  from  the  spectacle 
of  their  father  drunk  and  angry 
would  be  a  gain.  To  be  without  a 
father  who  has  good  days  as  well 
as  bad  is  a  peril  for  the  best  de- 
velopment of  the  children  unless 
some  Sunday-school  teacher  or  club 
leader  can  fill  the  role  of  the  father. 

Certainly  it  is  in  order  for  you 
to  seek  help  for  your  husband  by 
praying  for  him.  You  will  also  need 
to  pray  that  you  may  look  very  ob- 
jectively at  your  own  attitudes  and 
that  you  may  have  insight  to  make 
the  decisions  that  are  best  for  the 
entire  family.  There  is  no  easy  an- 
swer to  your  problem.  Any  answer 
to  it  will  have  its  quota  of  suffering, 
I  believe. 

Your    Counselor. 


who  are  eager  to  know  the 
truth,  and  then  to  give  the  time 
and  energy  to  add  to  goodwill 
the  positive  action  which  gives  it 
meaning  and  makes  it  effective. 
Many  of  the  criticisms  which  are 
made  of  American  democracy 
are  valid — we  do  have  much 
racial  prejudice,  lack  of  civil 
liberties  in  some  cases,  lack  of 
brotherhood  even  among  Chris- 
tians, lack  of  social  and  economic 
justice,  and  lack  of  some  of  the 
vision  for  want  of  which  people 
perish.  But  the  need  here  is  for 
more  democracy  and  not  less. 

If  we  want  to  influence  govern- 
ment, well  and  good,  and  we 
should  if  we  are  responsible  citi- 
zens in  a  democracy.  If  we  want 
to  see  Christian  principles  ap- 
plied, excellent.    But  let  us  be 


willing  to  give  the  time  and  ef- 
fort necessary  to  study  the 
problems  so  that  we  understand 
them,  so  that  when  we  make  sug- 
gestions and  support  or  object  to 
policies,  we  know  what  we  are 
doing.  The  progress  of  democra- 
cy is  often  slow  and  faltering,  but 
that  is  our  fault  and  not  the 
fault  of  anyone  else.  If  we  do  not 
like  communism,  fascism  and 
imperialism,  let  us  not  be  like 
the  religious  people  of  Jesus' 
day  whom  he  criticized  so  round- 
ly for  leaving  out  justice  and 
mercy  and  faith,  but  let  us  live 
out  our  Lord's  prayer — let  us 
pray  and  study  and  work  that 
his  will  may  be  done  on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven. 


MARCH  25,   1950 
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BROTHERHOOD  FUND  GIVING  ABOVE 
MILLION'  MARK 

When  the  books  were  closed  on  the  year 
ending  February  28,  1950,  it  was  found  $1,001,- 
829.85  had  been  received.  This  total  is  12% 
below  the  Conference-approved  budget  of 
$1,137,000.  Since  the  Brotherhood's  full  com- 
mitments could  be  met  only  if  the  entire  sum 
were  received,  much  of  the  work  was  severely 
handicapped  this  past  year. 

Nevertheless,  we  recognize  a  changing  econ- 
omy, local  building  programs,  and  other  factors 
were  hurdles  to  surmount  as  members  at- 
tempted throughout  the  year  to  reach  the  goal. 
Only  the  Father  knows  how  many  there  are 
of  consecrated  folk  who  gave  consistently  and 
liberally  in  support  of  the  church's  world-wide 
ministry.  May  the  Lord  richly  bless  you  who 
are  in  that  large  company. 

But  now  we  turn  to  the  new  task  at  hand. 
In  the  seven  month  fiscal  period — March  1,  1950 
to  September  30,  1950 — may  we  unitedly  "work 
that  which  is  good  toward  all  men"  (Gal.  6: 10). 
A  major  part  of  accomplishing  our  divine  pur- 
pose is  in  the  complete  achievement  of  Brother- 
hood Fund  budget  of  $672,000.  By  so  doing  we 
will  guarantee  that  the  church's  redemptive 
power  will  be  felt  increasingly  wherever  Christ 
has  led  our  people  to  serve.  We  would  do  our 
part  in  faith  believing  we  can  claim  his  great 
promises. 


Bro.  S.  E.  Caster  has  changed  his  address  to  the  Dar- 
low  Brethren  Home,  R.  2,  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

The  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  are  requested  for  the 
healing  of  Stanley,  the  five-year-old  son  of  Ronald  and 
Gladys  Rowland  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Sylvan  Stemen,  the  former  Eliza  Glessner, 
passed  away  March  3,  after  a  short  illness,  in  their 
Carrington  home  in  North  Dakota.  An  obituary  will 
appear  later. 

At  the  end  of  February  three  ships  on  three  consecu- 
tive days  brought  eighty-one  new  families  of  DP's  to 
New  Windsor  under  the  blanket  assurance  offered  by 
the  Brethren.  This  brings  the  total  to  207  families  cred- 
ited to  such  Brethren  assurances  so  far.  Conference 
voted  for  1,000  families  last  year.  Brethren  Service 
needs  more  homes  into  which  these  familes  can  go. 
Write  New  Windsor,  Md. 

Oscar  R.  Fike  writes  concerning  his  church:  "We  re- 
gard the  100%  Messenger  club  as  legitimate  missionary 
work.  We  want  all  of  our  members  to  receive  it,  and  it 
is  a  good  business  proposition  as  well.  We  place  the 
amount  for  the  renewals  in  the  budget,  and  then  we 
ask  each  person  to  contribute  that  amount  or  more 
if  he  will  to  the  budget.  As  a  pastor,  I  feel  that  the 
Messenger  is  necessary  to  keep  the  members  informed 
as  to  the  working  of  the  church." 
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Sister  J.  J.  Shaffer  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  writes  to 
express  appreciation  for  the  many  messages  of  comfort 
which  came  to  her  and  her  family  during  the  sickness 
and  death  of  Bro.  Shaffer. 

The  obituary  of  Anna  Mohler,  which  appeared  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  of  Feb.  25,  implies  that  her  husband, 
Isaac  Mohler,  preceded  her.  Bro.  Mohler  is  still  living. 
We  are  sorry  for  this  error. 

Ralph  Ebersole  of  Bethel,  Pa.,  has  accepted  the  pas- 
torate at  Reading,  Pa.,  and  accordingly  will  change 
his  address  to  619  Church  Street,  Reading.  Will  his 
correspondents  please  note? 

The  Greatest  Story  Ever  Told  will  broadcast  two 
Easter  programs,  April  2  and  April  9  at  5:30  p.m.  (EST). 
These  have  been  prepared  in  booklet  form  by  the  Amer- 
ican Broadcasting  Company. 

Fourteen  members  of  the  Japanese  Parliament  tour- 
ing America  were  given  receptions  by  various  churches 
and  were  invited  into  many  of  the  city  and  state  legis- 
lative bodies  of  our  country.  They  are  seeking  to  learn 
the  democratic  process. 

Charles  W.  Blough  of  Hollsopple,  Pa.,  writes  us  to 
state  that  he  believes  a  senator  who  will  vote  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  atom  bomb  and  then  pray  God  that 
we  will  never  use  it  is  not  being  realistic  either  in  his 
prayer  or  in  his  senatorial  vote. 

Brother  and  Sister  E.  S.  Rowland  of  Hagerstown,  Md., 
write  to  say,  "We  have  been  reading  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger for  forty-four  years.  It  is  a  spiritual  meal  to  our 
souls.  Our  congregation  in  Longmeadow  has  a  100% 
club." 

Wayne  E.  Wheeler,  pastor  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  who 
found  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  Ingham  County  sani- 
tarium for  tuberculosis  recently,  is  recovering.  He 
wishes  to  thank  the  people  of  the  church  for  their 
prayers  and  to  ask  them  to  continue  to  pray  for  his 
recovery. 

James  M.  Beahm,  pastor  at  Brookville,  Ohio,  is  hold- 
ing an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Brethren  church  in 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  believes  that  if  more  Brethren  and 
Church  of  the  Brethren  ministers  interchanged  pulpits  j 
and  evangelistic  meetings  the  fellowship  between  these 
sister  denominations  might  grow.      / 

Floyd  M.  Irvin  of  Eustis,  Fla.,  sent  in  only  that  part  I 
of  his  income  tax  which  would  not  be  used  by  the 
Federal  government  for  war  purposes.  The  rest  of  it,  j 
he  informed  them,  he  was  turning  over  to  a  useful 
church  program.  He  believes  that  if  many  more  people 
would  do  this  it  would  have  a  telling  effect  upon  mili- 
tary expenditures. 

Glenn  Price  of  Whittier,  Calif.,  writes,  after  having! 
read  the  interview  with  Karl  Barth,  to  say  that  accord- ; 
ing  to  Karl  Barth's  understanding  the  gospel  would  be:  | 
"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor,  and  hate  thine  enemy.; 
Excepting  only  that  if  thine  enemy  is  the  enemy  of  thy 
country,  and  if  he  smites  thee  in  warfare  as  is  the  custom ' 
of  men,  then  shalt  thou  draw  thy  sword  and  thou  shalt, 
smite  thine  and  thy  country's  enemy  and  kill  him.  And; 
thou  shalt  also  kill  the  friends  of  this  enemy  lest  they! 
should  smite  thy  country." 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


An  African  scholarship  fund  night  will  be  held  in  the 
Moxham  church  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Thursday  evening, 
March  23,  at  8  p.m.  The  returns  will  be  for  our  Africa 
mission  work.   John  D.  Ellis  is  the  pastor. 

Leonard  M.  Lowe  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  was  recently 
made  executive  secretary  of  the  Kansas  Co-operative 
Council.  Bro.  Lowe  has  been  serving  CROP  for  the  past 
year  or  more. 

In  Pennsylvania  a  special  effort  is  being  made  by  the 
churches  to  get  Christians  to  the  polls  for  the  primary 
elections  on  May  16.  Calvert  N.  Ellis,  president  of 
Juniata  College,  spoke  recently  in  this  state-wide  effort. 

In  the  obituary  of  Ida  M.  Smith,  which  appeared  in 
the  March  4  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  there  is  an 
error  in  the  listing  of  survivors.  It  should  read  three 
sons  and  four  daughters  instead  of  the  reverse  as  given. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  be  in 
Ohio,  March  27  to  April  2,  in  the  following  churches: 
March  27,  M.  E.  church,  Bryan;  March  29,  Lima  Church 
of  the  Brethren;  March  30,  Calvary  E.U.B.  church;  April 
2,  Woodworth  in  the  morning,  Hartville  in  the  afternoon 
and  East  Chippewa  in  the  evening. 

A  stand-by  selective  bill  (HR7442),  just  introduced 
in  Congress  by  Representative  Vincent,  provides  for  reg- 
istration, classification  and  continued  selective  service. 
Inductions  would  require  a  separate  law.  It  would  be 
well  to  write  Rep.  Vincent  and  others  of  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee  your  concern  about  this  bill. 

Sister  Delia  Claar  of  Claysburg,  Pa.,  who  recently 
celebrated  her  eighty -third  birthday,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  for  more  than  seventy  years.  The  oldest 
member  of  the  Lower  Claar  congregation,  she  never 
misses  Sunday  school  or  church  unless  she  is  ill.  With 
her  husband  she  served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for  fifty 
years. 

Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  pastor  of  the  Olivet  church, 
Thornville,  Ohio,  is  broadcasting  on  The  Church  by  the 
Side  of  the  Road  program  during  National  Family  Week. 
He  will  speak  over  WLW  (700  kilocycles),  from  8:30  to 
9:00,  on  Sunday  morning.  Numerous  churches  are  as- 
sembling to  hear  his  talk  and  will  follow  it  with  dis- 
cussions of  family  life  and  family  relationships. 

E.  Paul  Weaver  of  the  Salamonie  church  in  Indiana, 
writes:  "If  you  want  to  be  a  Communist,  read  a  Com- 
munist paper.  If  you  want  to  be  a  Catholic,  read  a 
Catholic  paper.  If  you  want  to  be  a  Mormon  read  a 
Mormon  paper.  If  you  want  to  be  a  Brethren  who  knows 
what  is  going  on  in  his  church  and  who  will  love  his 
church,  read  the  Gospel  Messenger." 

Elvin  Franlz,  pastor  at  Arriba,  Colo.,  in  reporting  to 
his  district  meeting,  told  them  that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  is  thoroughly  democratic.  He  said  in  his  re- 
port, "Another  thing  that  seems  important  to  me  is 
that  our  church  is  controlled  from  the  bottom  up.  The 
men  at  the  top  do  not  control  our  church.  They  only 
suggest.  We,  the  people,  choose  them  to  act  as  our 
resource  people  and  to  care  for  our  larger  church  pro- 
gram. In  reality,  they  are  the  servants  of  the  local 
churches.  I  feel  fortunate  that  I  had  a  chance  to  serve 
you  of  our  district  in  this  great  democratic  process." 


Manchester  College 

March  22  was  Pastors'  Day.  All  the  pastors  of  the 
region  were  the  guests  of  the  college  for  the  day. 
Bishop  Bromley  Oxnam  gave  the  chapel  address. 
A  new  motion  picture  entitled  The  Difference,  illustrat- 
ing the  effect  of  four  years  in  a  Christian  college  on  a 
young  man,  was  shown.  There  were  ten-minute 
addresses  by  several  members  of  the  administration  de- 
scribing the  work  of  the  college  and  a  response  by  a 
pastor. 

The  music  department  of  Manchester  College  gave 
the  opera,  Martha,  on  Feb.  3  and  4  with  different  casts 
each  evening.  It  has  been  recognized  as  an  outstanding 
performance. 

William  Gordon,  representing  the  men,  won  first 
place  in  the  state  oratorical  contest  at  St.  Joseph  College 
on  Feb.  9.  Betty  Lou  Hershberger,  representing  the 
women,  won  second  place  in  the  women's  division  of 
the  state  oratorical  contest. 

During  the  Lenten  season  the  Methodist  church  of 
our  town  is  bringing  a  series  of  outstanding  Methodist 
leaders  to  our  campus  who  will  also  speak  in  our  chapel. 
Among  them  are  Bishop  H.  Clifford  Northcott,  Dr. 
Gaston  Foote,  Mrs.  Vera  Chapman  Mace,  Bishop  Robert 
N.  Brooks,  Bishop  Bromley  Oxnam,  and  Dr.  John  W. 
Rustin. 

April  15.  at  8:00  p.m.,  is  the  time  that  Ralph 
Bunche,  Negro  peace  negotiator  in  Palestine,  will  speak 
at  Manchester  College.  Those  desiring  to  hear  Mr. 
Bunche  may  send  their  reservations  to  Dr.  L.  M.  Hoff 
at  the  college. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Lemoyne,  Pa.,  in  the  Newville  church, 
Pa.,  March  26— April  9. 

Bro.  Elmer  Hoover  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  in  the  Reading 
church,  Pa.,  April  2-9. 

Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  in 
the  Bartlesville  church,  Okla.,  March  27— April  9. 

Bro.  Earl  Brubaker  of  Salunga,  Pa.,  in  the  Mohler  church.  Pa., 
April  9-23. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Fredericksburg  church. 
Pa.,  March  26 — April  9. 

Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Peru,  Ind.,  in  the  Auburn  church,  Ind, 
April  2-9. 

Elder  Norman  Patrick  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Bareville 
church,  Pa.,  April  2-9. 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  in  the  Miller  house, 
Lower  Cumberland  congregation,  April  2-9. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bethel  church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Eden  church,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  in  the  Four  Mile  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Brownsville  church,  Md. 

Four  baptized  in  the  New  Salem  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Woodworth  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Buena  Vista  church,  Va. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Ottumwa  church,  Iowa. 

Thirty  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Chambers- 
burg  church,  Pa. 

Eleven  baptized,  one  reclaimed,  one  reconsecrated  and  two  re- 
ceived by  letter  in  the  Harrisburg  church,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  26 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Church  in  Rome.— Rom.  1:1,  7-15; 
15:22-29;  16;  Acts  27—28;  Phil.  1:12-20;  4:22.  Memory  Selection: 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel:  it  is  the  power  of  God  for  salva- 
tion to  every  one  who  has  faith,  to  the  Jew  first  and  also  to  the 
Greek.   Rom  1:16  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  March,  Teach  Us  to  Pray. 


MARCH   25,    1950 
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CURRENT 
ISSUES 


WITH  the  co-operation  of  our 
colleges  and  our  seminary,  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission 
will  this  summer  sponsor  several  in- 
stitutes or  short  courses  on  the  re- 
lationship of  the  church  to  certain 
current  issues. 

Elizabethtown  College  and  Mc- 
Pherson  College  will  be  hosts  to 
institutes  on  race  relations,  and 
La  Verne  College  to  one  on  inter- 
national relations  and  peace.  Beth- 
any's campus  will  be  the  scene  of 
an  institute  on  industrial  relations. 

With  some  adaptation  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  particular  college, 
these  four  institutes  will  follow  a 
fairly  uniform  pattern.  Each  will  be 
two  weeks  in  length.  Each  will  make 
available  some  regular  academic 
credit  to  those  who  can  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  host  institu- 
tion. Each  will  also  be  open  to  per- 
sons not  interested  in  credit  who 
may  attend  as  auditors. 

In  each  case  the  course  will  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  and  those 
attending  may  take  only  half  of  the 
work  if  they  so  desire.  In  the  case 
of  the  three  colleges,  these  insti- 
tutes are  essentially  parts  of  the 
regular  summer  sessions  of  the  in- 
stitutions. The  arrangement  will 
permit  regular  summer  session  stu- 
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dents  to  take  at  least  half  of  the 
institute's  work. 

It  is  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission's hope,  however,  that  there 
may  be  a  good  attendance  from 
Brethren,  young  and  old,  who  are 
not  regular  college  students.  These 
may  take  the  work  for  credit  if 
they  can  qualify,  or  they  may  come 
as    auditors. 

Credit  students  will  need  to  make 
regular  arrangements  for  college 
entrance  with  the  institution  in 
question,  if  they  have  not  already 
done  so.  They  will  pay  the  col- 
lege's regular  tuition  fee  for  the 
amount  of  credit  earned.  Auditors 
will  pay  a  nominal  registration  fee. 

The  general  plan  is  to  hold  one 
class  for  two  hours  daily  in  the 
morning,  and  the  other  for  the  same 
length  of  time  in  the  afternoon. 
There  are  also  to  be  a  number  of 
special  events — lectures,  pictures  or 
other  presentations  to  augment  the 
material  on  the  theme  of  the  insti- 
tute. 

Besides  these  four  institutes  there 
will  be  a  shorter  one  on  Christian 
political  action  at  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice center  at  New  Windsor.  It  will 
be  one  week  long.  Part  of  the 
time  will  probably  be  spent  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  visiting  and  studying 
the  activities  of  our  government. 

Immediately    following    this    in- 
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stitute  the  annual  interracial,  camp 
will  be  held  at  New  Windsor.  Some- 
what more  informal  in  character, 
it  is  a  co-operative  venture  between 
certain  colored  groups  and  the 
Brethren,  and  will  have  faculty  and 
camper  representatives  from  both 
groups. 

The  details  of  these  various  in- 
stitutes, in  so  far  as  they  are  com- 
plete, are  given  below.  Those  in- 
terested should  write  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission,  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 

ELIZABETHTOWN  COLLEGE 
Institute   of   Race    Relations:      A 

study  of  the  extent  and  seriousness 
of  interracial  tensions,  particularly 
in  the  United  States;  the  real  facts 
concerning  racial  differences;  and 
ways  in  which  the  church  can  work 
for  interracial  co-operation  and 
brotherhood. 

Dates:    June  19—30. 

Faculty:  Dr.  Alphonse  Hening- 
burg,  member  of  the  faculties  of 
Hunter  College,  Adelphi  College 
and  Yeshiva  University,  will  teach 
both  parts  of  the  course.  President 
A.  C.  Baugher  will  give  general  su- 
pervision. 

Credit:  A  maximum  of  two  se- 
mester hours  of  credit  may  be  earned 
by    students    who    meet    Elizabeth- 


town  College's  entrance  require- 
ments, attend  both  parts  of  the 
course,  complete  all  assignments  and 
pay  the  college's  regular  tuition  fee. 

Noncredit  students:  Persons  who 
do  not  desire  credit  but  are  gen- 
uinely interested  in  the  course  may 
attend  as  auditors.  They  should 
understand  that  the  class  activities 
will  be  according. to  regular  college 
procedures  and  standards. 

Expenses:  Tuition  for  credit  stu- 
dents, $10.00  per  semester  hour. 
Registration  fee  for  auditors,   $5.00. 

College  dormitory  room  and  meals 
on  campus,   $9.00   per   week. 

Mcpherson  college 

Institute  of  Human  Relations:    A 

study  of  the  church  and  race  rela- 
tions similar  to  the  one  at  Eliza- 
bethtown. 

Dates:  July  5—19. 

Faculty:  Dr.  Alphonse  Hening- 
burg  will  teach  both  parts  of  the 
course.  Dr.  Kenneth  Bechtel  of  the 
McPherson  faculty  will  give  gener- 
al supervision. 

Credit:  A  maximum  of  two  se- 
mester hours  of  credit  may  be  earned 
by  students  who  meet  McPherson 
College's  entrance  requirements,  at- 
tend both  parts  of  the  course,  com- 
plete all  assignments  and  pay  the 
college's  regular  tuition  fee. 

Noncredit  students:  Persons  who 
do  not  desire  credit  but  are  interest- 
ed in  the  course  are  welcome  to  at- 
tend as  auditors. 

Expenses:  Tuition  for  credit  stu- 
dents, $16.00  for  two  semester  hours. 
Registration  fee  for  auditors,  $2.00. 
College  dormitory  rooms,  $5.00  for 
two  weeks.  Private  homes,  off-cam- 
pus, approximately  $10.00  for  two 
weeks.  Meals  available  at  college 
cafeteria  or  downtown  cafes  about 
a  mile  from  campus. 

BETHANY  BIBLICAL  SEMINARY 
Institute    of    Industrial   Relations: 

A  study  of  the  physical  and  spiritu- 
al effects  of  our  present  American 
industrial  system;  its  tensions  and 
conflicts  among  labor,  management, 
consumer  and  government  groups; 
and  the  proper  duty  of  the  church 
in  the  situation. 

Dates:    July  10—21. 

Faculty:  Kermit  Eby,  associate 
professor  of  social  science  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  former- 
ly educational  director  of  the  CIO, 
will  teach  one  part  of  the  course. 
Lorell  Weiss,  director  of  social  edu- 
cation for  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, will  teach  the  other  part 
and  give  general  supervision. 

Credit:  A  maximum  of  three 
quarter-term  hours  of  credit  may  be 
earned  by  students  who  meet  Beth- 
any's standards  for  its  training  school 


or  seminary,  attend  both  parts  of 
the  course  and  complete  all  assign- 
ments. 

Noncredit  students:  Persons  who 
do  not  desire  credit  but  are  inter- 
ested in  the  course  are  welcome  to 
attend  as  auditors. 

Expenses:  Registration  fee  for 
credit  students,  $5.00;  for  auditors, 
$3.00.  Bethany  dormitory  rooms, 
$9.00  for  two  weeks.  Meal  arrange- 
ments to  be  announced  later. 

LA  VERNE  COLLEGE 

Institute  of  International  Rela- 
tions: A  study  of  the  current  in- 
ternational situation;  the  basic 
causes  and  nature  of  the  tensions 
now  existing;  possible  solutions; 
and  the  part  which  the  church  can 
play  in  building  international  good- 
will. 

Dates:    July  24 — Aug.  4. 

Faculty:  Dr.  Gladdys  E.  Muir,  pro- 
fessor of  history  and  peace  studies 
at  Manchester  College,  will  teach 
one  or  both  parts  of  the  course.  A 
second  instructor  may  be  announced 
later.  Dean  Charles  E.  Wagoner  of 
the  La  Verne  faculty  will  give  gen- 
eral supervision. 

Credit:  A  maximum  of  two  se- 
mester hours  of  credit  may  be  earned 
by  students  who  meet  La  Verne 
College's  entrance  requirements,  at- 
tend both  parts  of  the  course,  com- 
plete all  assignments  and  pay  the 
college's   regular   tuition   fee. 

Noncredit  students:  Persons  who 
do  not  desire  credit  are  welcome  to 
attend  as  auditors. 

Expenses:  Tuition  for  credit  stu- 
dents, $12.00  per  semester  hour.  Reg- 
istration fee  for  auditors,  $3.00.  Col- 
lege dormitory  rooms,  $8.00  per 
person  for  two  weeks  if  shared  with 
roommate.  Private  homes,  off-cam- 
pus, $8.00  to  $10.00  for  two  weeks. 
Meals  available  in  downtown  cafe, 
estimated  from  $1.25  to  $2.00  a  day. 

NEW  WINDSOR  CENTER 

Institute  of  Christian  Political  Ac- 
tion: A  study  of  our  government 
from  the  viewpoint  of  the  church; 
how  the  government  operates;  how 
citizens  participate  in  a  democracy; 
and  how  the  church  may  most  ef- 
fectively make  its  contribution  to 
a  wholesome  national  life. 

Dates:    July  23—30. 

Faculty:  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  of  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Objec- 
tors, will  be  the  principal  instructor. 
Other  instructors  or  speakers  may 
be  announced  later. 

Credit:  While  no  academic  credit 
will  be  available  for  this  institute, 
quality  of  instruction  will  compare 
with  regular  college  standards.  Any 
interested  person  is  welcome. 


National   Conference 

On   the  Church 

and  War 

An  interdenominational 
conference  on  The  Church 
and  War  will  be  held  at 
Detroit,  Mich.,  May  8-11, 
1950.  This  meeting  has  been 
called  by  peace  leaders  who 
feel  that  last  year's  Study 
Conference  on  the  Church- 
es and  World  Order,  held  at 
Cleveland,  made  unsatis- 
factory pronouncements  on 
the  "moral  use  of  American 
power." 

The  coming  conference 
promises  to  be  interesting 
and  inspiring  with  such 
speakers  as  Dr.  Henry  Hitt 
Crane  of  Detroit.  Much  of 
the  meeting  will  follow  the 
usual  "small  group"  pat- 
tern for  study  of  various 
phases  of  the  problem. 

The  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren has  been  allotted  a  sub- 
stantial quota  of  delegates. 
Probably  any  interested 
Brethren  peace  leader  will 
be  able  to  secure  creden- 
tials. Arrangements  for  ex- 
penses will  need  to  be 
made  by  the  individual. 
The  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission is  hoping  for  a 
good  delegation  but  cannot 
assume   expenses. 

Those  wishing  to  attend 
should  write  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Elgin,  111. 


Expenses:  Registration  fee,  $2.00. 
Board  and  room  at  New  Windsor 
center,  $2.75  per  day. 

NEW  WINDSOR  CENTER 

Annual      Interracial      Camp:       A 

camp  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  the 
Southeastern  Region  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  and  Storer  College 
of  Harpers  Ferry,  W.  Va.  Intended 
primarily  for  fellowship  between 
Negro  and  Caucasian  races  with 
leaders  and  campers  from  both 
groups.  Any  Christian  youth  or 
young  adult,  regardless  of  race,  cul- 
ture or  denomination,  is  welcome. 

Dates:   July  30 — Aug.  5. 

Faculty:    To   be   announced. 

Expenses:    To  be  announced. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


FOR  some  years  now,  America, 
by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, has  set  aside  a  week  for 
the  exaltation  and  strengthening  of 
family  life. 

Even  under  the  dark  clouds  of 
atomic  threat,  the  future  challenges 
us  to  great  important  goals  for  the 
human   race    of   which   family   life 


How  to  Plan  for  the  Week 
Certain  ready-made  plans  are  be- 
ing offered  you.  See  the  leaflets  How 
the  Church  May  Cooperate  and  Your 
Home  and  National  Family  Week 
(listed  elsewhere  on  these  pages) 
under  To  Help  You  Plan.  These  are 
the  interdenominational  plans  of- 
fered to  Protestant  churches  for  May 


NATIONAL 
FAMILY  WEEK 


May  7-14,  1950 


Ruth  M.  Shriver 

Department  of  Home  and  Family  Life 


calls  not  the  least.  If  the  world  can 
survive  its  current  holocaust,  then 
the  family  comes  next  in  its  need 
to  be  redeemed  in  our  society.  It 
is  not  superfluous,  is  it,  to  suggest 
that  perhaps  the  most  important  job 
to  be  done  right  now  for  the  fam- 
ily is  to  save  it  from  the  utter  de- 
struction that  is  war?  We  look  to 
our  peace  statesmen  to  help  us  there. 

On  the  assumption  that  through 
sheer  courage  and  unquenched  faith 
we  are  going  to  come  through,  let 
us  see  what  next  must  be  done  for 
our  families  in  their  struggle  to  sur- 
vive, not  only  war,  but  the  ravages 
of  a  new  society. 

"But  families  have  always  gotten 
along  before.  Why  do  we  have  to 
begin  to  work  at  it  so  hard  now?" 

Because  our  society  is  changing. 
Our  divorce  rate  and  our  juvenile 
delinquency  and  our  mental  break- 
downs testify  to  that.  Something  is 
different;  we  may  have  to  work  at 
it  a  while  to  find  out  just  what. 

We  Brethren  are  part  of  society 
and  we  are  not  untouched  by  what 
goes  on  about  us.  We  are  still  rela- 
tively secure,  but  we  have  to  work 
at  it  to  stay  that  way.  There  are 
signs  of  crumbling  in  spots. 
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1950.  (In  passing,  let  us  say  that 
there  are  suggestions  in  the  former 
for  community  interdenominational 
observances  as  well  as  for  individu- 
al churches.)  If  you  consult  all  of  the 
materials  listed,  you  will  not  lack  for 
ideas  on  what  to  do. 

May  we  suggest  one  other  possible 
approach,  in  addition?  Call  together 
your  leaders,  particularly  those  who 
work  with  the  adults  and  youth  in 
your  church,  and  ask  them  to  say 
what  are  the  urgent  needs  to  which 
National  Family  Week  should  min- 
ister in  your  church  this  year.  Your 
home  builder  director  of  women's 
work  and  your  children's  director 
ought  to  be  in  on  this  group  too. 

Ask  these  leaders  also  to  report 
any  plans  they  already  have  under 
way  in  their  groups.  Your  women's 
work  home  builder  department  may 
be  planning  a  banquet  or  tea.  Or 
they  may  be  wishing  they  could  plan 
for  some  function  to  which  the  whole 
church  could  be  invited.  By  having 
all  of  your  age-group  leaders  togeth- 
er, you  will  get  a  group  judgment  on 
what  will  be  the  most  significant  cel- 
ebration of  the  week  your  church 
could  have. 

We  hope  you  will  do  this  "grass 
roots"  thinking  first.  In  addition,  we 
refer  you  to  How  the  Church  May 


Co-operate — National  Family  Week 
1950  section  on  Plans  for  the  Local 
Church.  You  will  find  there  an  abun- 
dance of  ideas. 

Our  final  suggestion  would  be  that 
you  make  every  possible  effort  to 
capitalize  on  the  enthusiasm  of  this 
one  week  to  get  a  long-time  family 
life  emphasis  under  way.  We  quote 
point  No.  10  from  the  above  pam- 
phlet: 

Devote  an  entire  session  of  the  re- 
sponsible committees  or  boards  of  the 
church  to  a  consideration  of  the  pro- 
gram of  family  life  education  within 
the  church,  arranging  follow  -  up 
meetings  where  necessary. 
For  ihe  Long-time  Program 

(See  A  Guide  to  Planning  for 
Christian  Family  Life  Education  for 
details) 

1.  Make  somebody  or  some  group 
responsible  for  family  life  education. 

2.  Have  several  sermons  on  home 
life  during  the  year. 

3.  Plan  for  meetings  of  parents  and 
teachers  on  a  regular  basis. 

4.  Observe  National  Family  Week 
annually. 

5.  Use  one  or  more  films  or  sets  of 
slides  on  some  phase  of  home  life 
or  marriage. 

6.  Add  a  few  of  the  best  books 
and  pamphlets  to  your  church  libra- 
ry- 

7.  Add  one  or  more  magazines  re- 
lating to  family  life  to  your  library. 

8.  Get  as  many  subscriptions  as 
possible  for  the  Christian  Home  Mag- 
azine. 

9.  Have  a  series  of  discussions  for 
whatever  groups  are  ready  for  it 
— probably  young  adults,  youth  and 
adolescents  are  most  crucial. 

10.  Explore  ways  by  which  a 
church  can  help  a  young  married 
couple  either  to  buy  or  to  rent  prop- 
erty not  to  far  from  the  church. 


In  a  true  family  circle  a  father  and 
mother  first  clasp  each  other's  hands, 
liking  well  to  be  thus  clasped;  then 
they  stretch  out  a  hand  on  either 
side,  and  these  are  speedily  grasped 
by  children,  who  hold  one  another 
firmly  and  complete  ihe  ring.  The 
minute  that  two,  three,  four,  five  join 
in,  ihe  roundness  grows,  and  ihe 
merriment  too,  and  ihe  laughter  and 
the  power  io  do  things — a  family  cir- 
cle round  and  complete,  with  love 
and  harmony  between  all  its  com- 
ponent parts. — Kate  Douglas  Wiggin 


11.  Get  plans  under  way  to  make 
yours  a  seven-day-week  church. 

12.  Plan  for  an  adequate  counsel- 
ing program  either  through  the  pas- 
tor or  with  an  assisting  group  of  your 
trusted  lay  counselors. 

TO  HELP  YOU  PLAN 
Leaflet — How  the  Church  May  Co- 
operate —  National    Family    Week 
1950.  2c  each,  $1.75  per  100. 
Leaflet — Your    Home    and    National 
Family  Week — 2c  each,  $1.75  per 
100. 
Pamphlet  —  God    Works    Through 

E     Homes — for  a  week  of  family  wor- 
ship— Pages  of  Power  edition  for 
1950.   5c  each. 
(Free  samples  of  the  above  are  being 
sent  to  pastors  in  the  local  church) 

For  long-time  planning — 

Guide  to  Planning  for  Christian 
Family  Life  Education  in  Your 
Church  and  Mine,  1949-50.  25c 
each,  20c  in  lots  of  5  or  more. 

Classified  List  of  Marriage  and  Fam- 
ily Life  Publications.  Free. 

Christian  Home  Magazine — Monthly 
periodical,  approved  by  Christian 
Education     Commission     for     the 


LOOKING   AHEAD  ...  to   May 

National  Christian  Family  Week May  7-14 

Annual  Conference  Offering May  14 

Mother's  Day May  14 

Rural  Life  Sunday  (this  date  is  suggested  for  observance  in  Brethren 

churches — May  14  will  be  observed  in  some  denominations)   .  .May  21 
Pentecost  Sunday May  28 

Youth  Program  Topic:    "My  Dear  Ego."   See  April  29  Horizons. 

There  are  many  advantages  in  holding  elections  for  new  teachers  and 
church  officers  before  the  summer  months.  An  investment  in  summer  train- 
ing opportunities  for  teachers — workshops,  camps,  conferences — might  be 
well  placed. 

All  ages  may  co-operate  in  a  school  of  family  life. 

Plan  for  recognition  of  high  school  and  college  seniors  graduating  in 
May  and  June. 


Church  of  the  Brethren.  $2.00  per 

year. 

Order  all  of  the  above  from  the 
Home  and  Family  Life  Department, 
22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

Note:  Films,  slides  and  recordings 
listed  in  the  interdenominational  Na- 
tional Family  Week  leaflets  must  be 
ordered  from  those  sources  or  from 
other  depositories.  Not  available 
from  Elgin  Visual  Education  Service. 


Opportunities  for  Missionary  Education 


Attend  Missionary  Institutes 

In  many  areas  of  the  United  States, 
interdenominational  missionary  in- 
stitutes are  held.  Frequently  these 
may  be  found  not  too  far  from  your 
local  church  so  that  it  would  be 
possible  for  several  members  of  your 
church  to  attend  them. 

Since  many  denominations  agree 
each  year  upon  the  same  areas  of 
study  in  both  the  foreign  mission 
theme  and  the  home  mission  theme, 
it  is  especially  advantageous  that  lo- 
cal leaders  and  teachers  have  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  an  interde- 
nominational school  of  missions  or 
institute  where  all  may  co-operate  to 
study  together. 

Some  inquiry  should  be  made  by 
your  local  church  to  find  out  where 
such  institutes  and  study  courses  are 
held,  and  then  plans  can  be  made  for 
your  members  to  attend. 

Several  of  such  missionary  insti- 
tutes and  schools  are  listed  here,  and 
we  know  there  are  many  others  in 
other  areas  and  regions. 
Central  Region 
Indianapolis    Missionary    Education 

Institute.    Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May 

1-3. 
Geneva  Summer  School  of  Missions. 

Conference  Point,  on  Lake  Geneva, 


Williams  Bay,  Wis.,  Aug.  6-13. 
World  Missions  Institute  for  Church 

Leaders,  Lake  Geneva.  Conference 

Point,  on  Lake  Geneva,  Williams 

Bay,  Wis.,  July  17-21. 
Winona  Summer  School  of  Missions. 

Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  June  26 — July 

1. 

In  Chicago,  and  doubtless  in  other 
large  cities,  union  missionary  insti- 
tutes are  held  in  certain  local 
churches.  These  are  usually  a  one- 
day  meeting  when  several  churches 
join  in  a  day  of  inspiration  and  study. 

Eastern  Region 
Interdenominational    Conference    of 

Missions  Byndon  Wood,  Werners- 

ville,  Pa. 
Northfield    Missionary    Conference, 

East  Northfield,  Mass. 
Silver  Bay  Conference.    Silver  Bay, 

on  Lake  George,  N.  Y. 

Pacific  Region 

Asilomar  Missionary  Education  Con- 
ference.   Asilomar,  Pacific  Grove, 
Calif. 
Western  Region 
Boulder  School  of  Missions 
Southeastern  Region 

The  request  is  made  that  if  mis- 
sionary institutes  are  held  at  certain 
places  within  this  region,  the  name 


and  address  be  sent  to  the  Missionary 
Education  office,  22  S.  State  St.,  El- 
gin, 111. 

For  the  year  1950-1951  the  two 
themes  for  special  study  are  The 
Near  East  —  Islam,  and  Toward  a 
Christian  Community. 

Attend  Church  of  the  Brethren  Sum- 
mer Camps 

Special  sessions  in  missions  and 
missionary  education  are  provided  in 
all  our  church  camps.  Usually  a  mis- 
sionary home  on  furlough  is  present 
to  bring  inspiration  and  information 
concerning  our  own  mission  work. 

Secure  and  Study  Missionary  Teach- 
er Training  Books 
For  those  who  desire  to  know  and 
use  the  fundamental  principles  of 
missionary  education,  training  books 
are  available.  These  have  been  pre- 
pared for  teachers  of  various  age 
groups: 

Missionary  Education  in  Church, 
Harner  and  Baker,  $1.00. 

Missionary  Education  for  the  Jun- 
ior High  School  Age,  Griffiths,  50c. 
Presenting  Missions   (Young  Peo- 
ple), 50c. 

How  to  Head  an  Adult  Missionary 
Discussion  Group,  T.  H.  P.  Sailer,  10c. 

Attend  the  Mission  Sessions  at  An- 
nual Conference 

During  the  Annual  Conference  at 
Grand  Rapids  there  will  be  sectional 
conferences  on  missions  held  on 
Wednesday,  both  forenoon  and  after- 
noon. Early  on  the  mornings  of 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  mis- 
sion breakfast  conferences  are 
planned. 

Do  not  fail  to  spend  time  in  the 
mission  exhibit  and  to  secure  the 
new  mission  study  books  which  will 
be  on  the  sales  tables.  Mission  col- 
ored slides  will  be  shown. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneita  C.  Mow 


How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth 
good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace;  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good, 
that  publisheth  salvation;  that  saith   unto   Zion,   Thy  God  reigneth. 

Isaiah  52:  7 


Marianne  Michael 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


BEAUTIFUL  FEET 


THE  heavy  clomp,  clomp  of  rub- 
ber boots  draws  me  to  the  front 
window  and  looking  out  into 
the  heavy  dusk  I  see  the  shadowy 
figure  of  Kida.  Mail  is  in  from 
America —  and  to  one  who  has  been 
long  and  faraway  from  loved  ones, 
the  heavy  boots  which  herald  its 
coming  are  a  welcome  sound.  How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  those  who 
bring  good  news. 

My  small  daughter  is  unhampered 
by  sense  of  direction  in  her  travels. 
Whatever   pretty    thing    attracts    is 
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reason  enough  for  starting  out.  But 
here  she  pauses  in  her  explorations 
and  runs  back  and  presses  into  my 
hand  the  head  of  a  flower.  She  looks 
up  smiling  for  my  approval.  Wholly 
unawares,  she  has  pushed  God's 
world  into  my  hand.  Now  powerful 
are  the  sermons  of  the  very  young. 
How  beautiful  are  the  feet  .  .  . 

Little  Ruda  slips  confidently  into 
her  place  as  she  leads  her  young 
friends  in  the  song  which  opens  girls' 
club.  Her  face  is  beaming  as  she 
chooses  a  hymn  which  has  brought 
radiance  to  many  faces  in  Africa 
today.  Her  step  is  light  and  soft 
as  befits  a  ten-year-old  unfettered 
by  shoes.  I  think  of  the  blessing 
those  feet  will  be  in  her  village  in 
the  years  ahead  as  she  steps  out 
on  a  path  that  is  still  new  to  Africa, 
that  may  lead  to  mountaintops  of 
^experience  that  you  and  I  crave  for 
her  more  than  any  other  thing  the 
years  ahead  could  bring.  How  beau- 
tiful upon  the  mountain  .  .  . 

One  morning  I  went  into  the  home 
of  an  old  man,  critically  ill,  tired, 
waiting  for  death.  Yet  from  that 
frail  body,  distorted  by  disease, 
twitching  with  pain,  issued  a  peace 
that  would  be  hard  to  equal.  « He 
smiled  and  said  with  serenity,  "God 
is  great  and  good.   Pray  always  for 


my  soul  and  for  the  witness  that 
I  can  make  of  his  goodness."  Perhaps 
some  would  imagine  that  I  could 
bring  peace  into  that  humble  mud 
hut,  windowless,  a  fire  smoking 
moodily  in  the  center  of  the  dirt 
floor.  Some  things  are  needed  there, 
but  not  peace.  Peace  was  there  a 
hundredfold  when  I  came.  The  glad 
tidings  had  preceded  me  by  many 
years  and  were  overflowing  in  that 
little  room.  A  feeble  body,  lying  on 
a  grass  mat,  waiting  for  death,  the 
withered,  calloused  feet,  like  old 
leather  lying  quietly  (doubtlessly 
they  never  again  would  carry  him 
outside  his  compound  walls)  —  yet 
how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  those 
who  publish  peace!  What  higher 
tribute  could  we  pay  to  those  humble 
messengers  than  to  say  that  day 
after  day  they  had  gone  out  over 
easy  paths  or  rough,  never  hesitat- 
ing, to  bear  glad  tidings. 

I  stoop  through  the  low  door  and 
move  out  into  the  warm  sunshine 
of  September,  my  step  heavy  with 
my  thoughts.  Here  are  two  strong 
feet,  waiting  my  bidding  to  take  me 
wherever  I  may  choose.  Others  on 
the  path  can  tell  that  I  come  easily. 
I  think,  too,  they  can  tell  that  I 
come  happily.  But  do  they  always 
know  that  I  come  bringing  good 
tidings?  However  confidently,  how- 
ever easily,  however  happily  I  may 
come,  if  any  person  fails  to  know 
that  I  come  publishing  peace  to  peo- 
ple who  need  peace  so  desperately, 
how  useless  is  my  going. 

Good  tidings  are  precious  every- 
where to  every  people  today.  The 
paths  of  the  world  are  not  crowded 
by  those  who  come  publishing  peace. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Ediled  by  Alberia  Yoder 


A  Record 
of  Growth 


C.  S.  Ikenberry 


Excerpts    from    history    read    at    the    dedication    and 
home-coming,  Sept.   18.  1949 


Remodeled  Daleville  church 


The  Boielouri  Congregation 

THE  Daleville  congregation  had 
its  beginning  about  1780,  the 
time  the  German  settlers  came 
to  this  section  of  Virginia  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  When 
the  Dunkers  began  their  migrations, 
the  church  in  Botetourt  County  was 
established  before  the  erection  of 
church  houses;  services  were  held 
in  homes,  barns  and  schoolhouses. 
The  settlers  in  the  Daleville  section 
— Gishes,  Kinzies,  Sniders,  Nining- 
ers,  Wingers,  Lemons,  Stoners, 
Beckners,  Harshbergers,  Ammons, 
Noffsingers,  Hoffs,  Peterses,  Rifes, 
and  Graybills  and,  later,  Moomaws, 
Murrays,  Bonsacks,  Arnolds,  Fishers, 
Manguses  and  Crumpackers — began 
worshiping  without  churches. 

When  the  Valley  meetinghouse 
(Daleville  church)  was  erected,  sev- 
eral locations  were  considered  (one 
being  offered  by  Daniel  Kinzie  on 
his  farm  where  there  was  a  large 


spring,  on  the  road  between  Trout- 
ville  and  Daleville),  but  it  was  final- 
ly decided  to  use  the  lot  from  the 
Sperry  farm  that  we  now  have  here. 
The  Botetourt  congregation  is  the 
mother  church  for  a  number  of  con- 
gregations, the  pioneer  preachers  go- 
ing out  from  the  center  planting  the 
gospel  seed  in  many  sections  of  the 
state,  in  West  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee.  These  church 
houses  (Daleville,  Bethel,  Troutville, 
Blue  Ridge  and  Trinity)  built  and 
owned  by  the  Brethren  became  nu- 
clei for  many  other  union  churches 
which  were  controlled  only  in  part 
by  the  Brethren.  Such  places  of 
worship  were  Cloverdale,  Forest 
•  Chapel,  Asbury  at  Haymakertown, 
Mountain  View  on  upper  Catawba, 
Woodland,  Brick  Union,  Back  Creek, 
Cave  Rock,  Cross  Roads,  Waskeys 
Mill,  Copps  Church,  Painters  Chap- 
el, Mountain  View  and  Jeters  Chap- 
el in  Bedford  County  and  Hebron 


in  Craig  County,  making  a  total 
of  22  preaching  places  in  one  large 
congregation  with  a  membership  of 
700. 

In  the  early  days,  there  were  no 
elected  elders  in  charge.  The  senior 
elder,  by  common  consent,  was  con- 
sidered the  elder  in  charge.  In 
our  own  recollection,  such  elders  as 

B.  F.  Moomaw,  Jonas  Graybill, 
T.  C.  Denton,  Samuel  Crumpacker, 
D.  N.  Eller,  and  J.  A.  Dove  served. 
At  the  organization  of  the  Dale- 
ville congregation  in  1912,  D.  N. 
Eller  served  as  elder  in  charge  for 
two  years.  At  this  time  the  method 
was  changed  as  J.  W.  Ikenberry 
was  elected  in  1914  as  elder  in 
charge  and  served  until  1924.  C.  S. 
Ikenberry  was  then  elected  and 
served  consecutively  until  1947.  At 
his  retirement,  J.  P.  Bowman  suc- 
ceeded him  in  this  position. 

Through  the  years,  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Botetourt  church 
until  1912,  the  following  ministers 
labored  throughout  this  large  terri- 
tory —  Abraham  Gish,  Abraham 
Crumpacker,  David  Plain,  Joel 
Crumpacker,  Peter  Nininger,  Peter 
Nead,  B.  F.  Moomaw,  Jonas  Gray- 
bill,  Samuel  Crumpacker,  T.  C.  Den- 
ton, I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  J.  C.  Beahm, 

C.  E.  Arnold,  D.  N.  Eller,  C.  D. 
Hylton,  George  H.  Graybill,  L.  D. 
Ikenberry,  J.  A.  Dove,  J.  T.  Lay- 
man, L.  C.  Scaggs,  J.  W.  Ikenberry, 
J.  Z.  Gilbert,  C.  S.  Ikenberry,  E.  C. 
Crumpacker,  J.  S.  Crumpacker,  D.  P. 
Hylton  and  L.  C.  Coffman. 


Old  Daleville  church 
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There  were  also  many  consecrated 
deacons  whose  Christian  service  and 
living  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
development  in  this  church.  Dea- 
cons in  the  early  days  often  accom- 
panied the  ministers  on  visits  to  out- 
lying congregations  and  it  was  the 
custom  for  many  years  for  them 
to  conduct  the  devotional  services 
at  the  preaching  hour.  Deacons 
were  also  depended  on  to  make  the 
annual  visitation  of  members. 

Thus  with  constant  expansion 
and  growth,  by  the  year  1911  Trout- 
ville  had  become  a  strong  center, 
having  builded  in  1890;  Trinity  had 
a  growing  Sunday  school  in  the 
house  erected  in  1903  and  a  grow- 
ing church  community;  Cloverdale 
in  the  union  house  had  a  Sunday 
school  almost  as  large  as  Troutville 
and  Daleville;  there  were  six  other 
Sunday  schools  in  the  county,  with 
an  enrollment  of  837.  Regular 
preaching  services  were  held  at  22 
points  with  a  membership  of  about 
700.  The  church  said  the  territory 
was  too  large.  After  studying  the 
situation  carefully,  the  lines  were 
drawn  and  three  congregations — 
Daleville,  Cloverdale  and  Trout- 
ville— were   formed   in    1912. 

Daleville  Congregation  1912-49 

The  Daleville  division  met  in 
council  on  Dec.  15,  1912,  to  effect 
its  permanent  organization.  It  was 
decided  to  adopt  the  name,  Dale- 
ville congregation.  Elder  D.  N.  El- 
ler  was  selected  to  moderate  the 
meeting.  The  first  organization  was 
as    follows:    L.    C.   Coffman,    clerk; 

D.  V.  Shaver,  treasurer;  B.  R.  Iken- 
berry,  mission  treasurer;  Annie  El- 
ler,  correspondent;  C.  S.  Ikenberry, 
chorister;  D.  V.  Shaver  and  B.  R. 
Ikenberry  were  chosen  as  trustees 
as  T.  D.  Kinzie  and  R.  G.  Layman 
had  resigned.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing it  was  decided  to  organize  a 
local  missionary  circle.  J.  B.  Peters 
was  elected  chairman,  C.  W.  Mangus, 
vice  chairman  and  R.  P.  Nininger, 
treasurer. 

The  following  church  officials 
were  serving  at  the  time  of  the 
reorganization:  ministers:  T.  C.  Den- 
ton, D.  N.  Eller,  J.  A.  Dove,  J.  T. 
Layman,  J.  W.  Ikenberry,  C.  S. 
Ikenberry  and  L.  C.  Coffman.  Other 
ministers  who  served  through  the 
years  were  (some  of  whom  were 
teachers  and  students  at  Daleville 
College):    G.  O.  Reed,  J.  C.  Flora, 

E.  E.  Speicher,  Myers  Horner,  I.  E. 
Oberholtzer,  John  B.  White,  J.  M. 
Henry,  F.  D.  Dove,  W.  K.  Humbert, 
Raymond  R.  Peters,  Cecil  C.  Iken- 
berry,  C.   C.    Showalter,    Ray   Sho- 
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waiter,  Earl  Zigler,  S.  H.  Flora,  E. 
C.  Woodie,  Ira  Petry,  S.  D.  Bow- 
man, Jacob  Klepper,  John  Davis, 
Luther  D.  Bowman,  Henry  Eller, 
Benton  Alderman,  Ernest  Muntzing, 
Fred  Dancy,  Roy  E.  Clark,  M.  E. 
Clingenpeel,  E.  C.  Firestone,  J.  P. 
Flora,  W.  G.  Kinzie,  P.  L.  Nolen, 
J.  B.  Peters,  R.  B.  Pritchett,  J.  E. 
Seehorn,  N.  C.  Peters,  Elbert  C. 
Clower,  I.  T.  Hooker,  J.  S.  Showalter, 
C.  D.  Spangler,  Zion  Mitchell,  Park- 
er Flora,  Price  E.  Bowman,  J.  H. 
Wimmer,  Robert  Byrd,  D.  D.  Fleish- 
man, C.  H.  Cameron,  Frank  White, 
Sherfy  Randolph,  H.  P.  Edwards  and 
Clarence  Houchins. 

Deacons  were  C.  W.  Mangus,  W. 
K.  Coffman,  B.  R.  Ikenberry,  J.  F. 
Crowder,  G.  L.  Bowman,  K.  F.  Iken- 
berry, Jonas  Eller,  R.  C.  Huff,  Minor 
Ikenberry,  L.  W.  Garst,  J.  M.  New- 
ton, Russell  Coffman,  Fred  Bowman 
and  Frank  Duffy. 

In  the  minds  of  many  people, 
the  school  at  Daleville  was  a  con- 
tributing factor  to  the  moral  stand- 
ards and  Christian  ideals  of  the 
Daleville  church.  The  outstanding 
church  leaders  that  the  school 
brought  at  the  time  of  the  annual 
Bible  school,  including  evangelists, 
teachers  and  missionaries,  meant 
more  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church  than  we  perhaps  realize. 
Also  the  contribution  of  the  min- 
isters and  teachers  employed  by 
the  school  would  be  difficult  to 
evaluate.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  J.  Z. 
Gilbert,  L.  D.  Ikenberry,  D.  N.  El- 
ler, T.  S.  Moherman,  R.  D.  Boaz,  N. 
A.  Seese  and  F.  E.  Williar  served  as 
presidents. 

Church  expansion 

Jones  Chapel.  In  1919  a  Sunday 
school  was  organized  on  Tinker 
Creek  in  a  canning  factory  belong- 
ing to  B.  R.  Ikenberry  and  near  the 
home  of  Bro.  W.  S.  Jones.  A  re- 
vival service  was  held  and  eighteen 
were  baptized,  mostly  heads  of  fam- 
ilies in  that  community.  In  1921  the 
building  was  remodeled  into  a  very 
comfortable  church  house  and  given 
the  name  of  Jones  Chapel  (for 
Brother  and  Sister  Jones).  When 
Daleville  College  had  young  min- 
isters in  training  they  usually  con- 
ducted the  Sunday  school  and 
preaching  services  at  this  place.  At 
times  the  Daleville  Sunday  school 
contributed  superintendents  and 
teachers.  The  local  leadership  then 
took  charge.  This  chapel  served  its 
constituency  in  its  day  but  a  few 
years  ago  the  services  were  discon- 
tinued and  the  property  sold. 

Clifton  Forge  (Selma).  The  min- 
isters of  the  Botetourt  congrega- 
tion for  many  years  held  services 


at  Clifton  Forge  in  various  church 
houses.  A  goodly  number  of  mem- 
bers there  desired  a  separate  organ- 
ization and  on  Nov.  2,  1914,  Elder 
J.  T.  Layman  was  authorized  to  or- 
ganize this  group  into  a  separate 
organization.  This  was  done  and 
the  present  church  congregation 
known  as  Selma  was  added  to  the 
churches  of  the  First  District  of 
Virginia. 

Pleasant  Dale.  For  a  number  of 
years,  our  ministers  preached  in 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church  with  Elder 
T.  C.  Denton  having  this  for  his 
charge,  assisted  by  Elder  Jonas 
Graybill  and  others.  But  in  1916  we 
built  our  own  church  (Pleasant 
Dale)  and  now  have  two  regular 
preaching  days  each  month,  Sunday 
school  and  a  good  group  of  young 
people. 

Pastoral  program 

In  August  1918,  council  for  the 
first  time  discussed  the  question  of 
securing  a  full-time  pastor  but  no 
decision  was  reached.  The  parson- 
age question  soon  came  up  and  in 
1921  the  parsonage  was  erected  and 
Brother  W.  M.  Kahle  was  called  as 
pastor. 

In  August  1926,  just  in  time  for 
a  tent  revival  held  at  the  crossroad 
by  the  three  congregations,  Brother 
E.  F.  Sherfy  came  as  pastor  and  re- 
mained six  years.  During  this  'pe- 
riod the  daily  vacation  Bible  schools 
were  a  point  of  strong  emphasis  by 
Bro.  Sherfy;  the  Sunday  school  was 
increased  so  that  the  rooms  on  the 
second  story  were  provided,  and  an 
organ  purchased  for  the  Sunday 
school.  Bro.  Sherfy  held  three  re- 
vivals at  Pleasant  Dale,  five  at 
Jones  Chapel  and  two  at  Daleville. 
The  Austin  revival  in  1928  Brother 
Sherfy  considers  a  high  light  in  his 
service  here;  thirty  souls  being  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism, 
quite  a  number  of  whom  were  heads 
of  families. 

In  1923  the  church  decided  to  se- 
cure a  part-time  pastor  in  connec- 
tion with  teaching  at  the  academy. 
Raymond  R.  Peters  was  called  with 
two  associates,  J.  T.  Layman  for  the 
Pleasant  Dale  community  and  Fred 
Dancy  for  Jones  Chapel.  Twenty- 
nine  persons  were  baptized  during 
the  year  as  a  result  of  two  revivals 
conducted  by  the  pastor.  When  the 
academy  closed  the  pastor  resigned 
in  order  to  attend  Bethany  Semi- 
nary and  in  1933  Frank  E.  Williar 
was  called  on  a  part-time  basis  with 
the  associate  pastors  for  the  other 
communities.  Bro.  Guy  Wampler 
was  chosen  in  1935,  serving  very  effi- 
ciently the  three  communities  of  our 
congregation   on   full   time.    Emer- 


son  Shideler  served  for  one  year. 
They  were  followed  by  Edgar  S. 
Martin  who  served  seven  years.  Aft- 
er a  year  of  free  ministry,  the 
church  called  Bro.  R.  D.  Boaz  to 
begin  his  services  as  pastor  on  Sept. 
1,   1949. 

Daleville  church  is  in  fact  a  re- 
modeled church,  while  new  both  in- 
side and  out.  The  framing  is  most- 
ly of  the  church  erected  in  1903  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Bro.  B.  F. 
Nininger. 

For  several  years  this  church  was 
being  planned;  funds  were  being 
raised  and  a  definite  plan  for  the 
building  was  evolved.  Several  def- 
inite steps  were  taken  to  bring  us 
close  to  its  completion.  More  than 
forty  thousand  dollars  has  been 
paid  and  pledged  with  a  compara- 
tively small  indebtedness.  The  house 
was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Sept.  18, 
1949,  with  Elder  Roy  D.  Boaz  preach- 
ing the  dedicatory  sermon.  Much 
appreciation  should  be  given  the 
continued  work  of  the  following 
building  committee:  B.  R.  Ikenberry, 
chairman,  I.  D.  Layman,  vice-chair- 
man, R.  C.  Huff,  treasurer,  J.  C. 
Miller,  J.  H.  Ikenberry,  I.  E.  Dooley, 
J.  P.  Bowman  and  L.  W.  Garst,  who 
was  in  charge  of  construction. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

The  Way  Up  and  Out 

We  are  behind  in  our  giving 
again.  I  believe  all  Christendom  is 
up  to  date  in  giving  for  luxuries, 
liquor,  tobacco,  ice  cream,  beauty 
parlors,  chewing  gum,  etc.,  but  is 
behind  in  "rendering  to  God  the 
things  that  are  God's."  It  is  really 
distressing. 

In  Matt.  23:  23  the  Lord  Jesus  en- 
dorses the  tithe,  it  appears,  and  yet 
we  all  know  the  Old  Testament 
standard,  tithes  and  offerings,  was 
the  low  limit  in  Jesus'  thought.  He 
wants  you  and  me,  with  all  we  are 
and  have.  We  belong  to  Christ.  He 
has  redeemed  us  at  the  cost  of  his 
own  death  upon  the  cross  (1  Cor. 
6: 19-20).  We  are,  therefore,  to 
glorify  him  in  our  body  and  spirit 
which  are  his. 

The  widow's  mite  was  her  liv- 
ing; but  she  was  more  important 
than  her  mite.  And  you  are  more 
important  than  your  mite  or  than  all 
i  your  wealth. 

Deep  down  in  our  hearts  we  all 
I  hunger  and  thirst  for  the  rich  bless- 
ing of  our  God.  We  cannot  have 
(God's  life  without  fulfilling  the  con- 
1  ditions.  We  know  the  conditions  laid 
down  in  Mai.  3: 10:    "Bring  all  the 


tithes  into  the  storehouse  .  .  .  and 
prove  me  now  herewith."  I  be- 
lieve our  Father  in  heaven  will  still 
bless  by  that  standard.  But  let  us 
not  deceive  ourselves  in  believing 
he  will  honor  a  lower  standard.  Je- 
sus, in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
talked  of  something  higher. 

We  all  know  our  beloved  church 
is  not  growing  in  numbers  as  she 
should,  and  we  probably  know  why 
too;  yet  we  go  on  groveling  in  the 
dust  when  our  Lord  wishes  us  to 
live  in  the  highlands  of  the  spiritual 
life.  What  is  the  cause  for  our  lack 
of  zeal,  lack  in  prayer  life,  lack  in 
church  attendance,  lack  in  evan- 
gelistic fervor,  lack  in  giving  to 
God,  lack  in  zeal  to  "burn  out  for 
God"? 

Let  us  for  a  moment  think  of 
other  bodies  that  have  far  outgrown 
us.  The  Mormons  started,  I  believe, 
in  1830  and  today  they  count  over 
a  million  members.  Every  one 
promises  to  give  the  tithe  before  he 
is  taken,  into  the  fellowship.  What 
zeal  is  theirs! 

Or  think  of  the  Seventh-Day  Ad- 
ventists.  That  movement  started  in 
1840,  I  believe,  and  they  count  over 
500,000  members  today;  and  every 
one  of  them  gives  the  tithe  and  of- 
ferings. 

About  Books  .  .  . 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Did  you  ever  meet  one  of  them 
or  meet  a  Jehovah's  Witness  mem- 
ber? Did  he  not  do  his  very  best 
to  lead  you  into  better  light  as  he 
understands  it?    What  zeal  is  theirs! 

We  have  been  brought  up  to  be- 
lieve in  and  practice  the  whole 
counsel  of  God.  But  do  we?  How  few 
of  us  have  accepted  the  challenge 
of  God  in  Mai.  3: 10  and  have  ex- 
perienced the  "opened  heavens"? 
How  few  of  us  have  really  presented 
our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  unto 
God  (Rom.  12:1)?  How  few  of  us 
act  as  if  we  have  been  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire  (Matt.  3: 
11)?  If  we  had  experienced  these 
we  would  be  rid  of  our  inertia  for- 
ever and  we  would  have  the  fire 
with  all  it  does  for  the  soul,  fire  to 
witness  of  what  great  things  the 
Lord  has  done  for  us,  fire  to  pray, 
fire  to  give,  fire  to  go  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth  for  him.  Lord,  send  the 
fire! — I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Jewels  in  a  Barren  Field 

At  the  Christmas  season  towns  and 
homes  are  decorated  with  brightly 
colored  lights  and  Christmas  trees. 
Nature  sometimes  outdoes  all  of  this 
with  a  show  of  her  own. 

Someone,  who  is  more  observant 


Pastoral  Counselling.  Seward 
Hiltner.  Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1949. 
291  pages.   $3.00. 

A  practical  volume  which  deals 
with  principles  of  pastoral  counsel- 
ling, preparation  for  it,  and  resources 
for  it.  Throughout,  Dr.  Hiltner  has 
demonstrated  wrong  and  right  ap- 
proaches and  procedures.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly well  done  and  will  give 
anyone  who  studies  it  carefully 
much  insight  and  help  in  a  very 
important  and  worthy  task — pastoral 
counselling.  It  is  one  of  the  very 
best  books  on  this  subject. — Charles 
E.  Zunkel. 

I  Attacked  Pearl  Harbor.  Kazug 
Sakamaki.  Association  Press,  1949. 
134  pages.   $2.00. 

Translated  from  the  Japanese,  this 
is  the  simple  story  of  a  young  sailor 
who  took  part  in  the  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor,  was  captured  when  his 
midget  submarine  failed  him,  and 
lived  in  prison  camps  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war.  Some  of  his 
ideas  will  seem  strange,  but  there 
is  something  moving  about  the  hon- 
esty with  which  he  tells  how  his 
attitudes  changed  as  he  learned 
about  Americans. — Lorell  Weiss. 


They  Came  Here  First.  D'Arcy 
McNickle,  J.  B.  Lippincott,  1949. 
325  pages.    $3.75. 

The  author  is  well  qualified  to 
write  concerning  the  Indians,  who 
are  the  people  who  came  here  first. 
He  goes  back  to  the  beginning  of 
the  Indians  in  this  country  as  well 
as  anthropologists  have  been  able 
to  determine  such  beginnings.  He 
traces  their  route  of  migration  as 
they  came  from  Asia  and  journeyed 
southward,  filling  the  country  from 
east  to  west  until  they  came  to  the 
cold  areas  of  South  America.  He 
traces  the  various  civilizations  which 
grew  up  and  gives  reasons  why  they 
rose  and  why  they  fell.  It  is  a  book 
which  should  be  in  college  libraries 
and  which  should  be  utilized  when- 
ever studies  of  the  American  Indian 
are  made.  The  author  records  also 
the  shameful  history  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians  by  the  Spanish, 
the  English,  the  French,  and  others. 
He  brings  their  history  up  to  the 
present  time  and  tells  of  progress 
which  is  being  made  among  them. 
— D.  W.  Bittinger. 
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than  I  am,  pointed  out  this  glorious 
spectacle  to  me.  It  happened  in  a 
bleak,  barren  field,  thickly  over- 
grown with  several  years'  accumu- 
lation of  weeds.  During  the  night 
a  freezing  rain  gave  every  little 
branch  a  coating  of  ice.  When  the 
warm  morning  sun  shone  on  them 
the  ice  started  to  melt  and  many 
drops  of  water  clung  to  these  little 
branches.  Then  the  sun  like  the 
touch  of  a  master  hand  transformed 
these  drops  into  millions  of  brightly 
colored  lights  or  jewels  all  over  the 
field.  There  were  all  colors  and  the 
gentle  breeze  swaying  the  weeds 
made  these  lights  shimmer  and  glis- 
ten in  the  bright  sunlight. 

What  a  brilliant  transformation  in 
just  a  very  ordinary  drab,  barren, 
unsightly  field!  How  true  it  is  that 
we  often  find  treasures  and  rare 
jewels  in  the  most  unexpected  and 
seemingly  unlikely  places! 

Likewise  the  Great  Master  for  cen- 
turies has  made  spectacular  changes 
and  brilliant  transformations  in  bar- 
ren and  unyielding  lives. — Mabel  B. 
Young,  Telford,  Pa. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden   Wedding 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Studebaker  observed 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on 
Christmas  Day  in  their  home  at  Tipp  City, 


Ohio,  with  an  open  house  for  relatives  and 
friends. 

Louisa  Hershberger  and  C.  A.  Stude- 
baker were  married  on  Christmas  Day  in 
1899  in  the  bride's  home,  Loysburg,  Pa. 
The  couple  have  lived  in  their  present 
home  since  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
fifty  years  ago. 

Bro.  Studebaker  graduated  from  Juniata 
College  in  1897,  and  taught  at  Bethel  high 
school  when  it  was  first  established.  Most 
of  his  life,  however,  has  been  spent  in 
farming. 

Brother  and  Sister  Studebaker  and  their 
family  have  been  active  members  of  the 
West  Charleston  Church  of  the  Brethren 
since  the  time  it  was  built. 

All  of  their  seven  children  and  their 
fifteen  grandchildren  were  present  for 
the  celebration.  Their  children  are  Mrs. 
J.  Milton  Owen,  Emmert,  Mrs.  Warren 
Slanker,  and  James,  all  of  Tipp  City,  Mrs. 
C.  D.   Cocanower  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Mrs. 


Orville  Sherman  of  Hawthorn,  N.J., 
Robert  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Studebaker's 
three  brothers  and  three  sisters  and  their 
families,  Blair  Hershberger,  Mrs.  Maude 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  Josephine  Wineland,  Dr. 
Warren  Hershberger  and  Clad  Hershber- 
ger, and  Mrs.  Eliza  Archey,  all  of  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Pa.,  were  present  for  the  cele- 
bration. All  of  them  attended  the  wed- 
ding fifty  years  ago.  B.  F.  Studebaker  of 
Union,  Ohio,  who  was  best  man  at  the 
wedding,  was  also  present. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Studebaker 
family,  numbering  sixty  in  all,  attended 
service  at  the  West  Charleston  church. 
Following  the  service  a  turkey  dinner  was 
served  for  the  family  in  the  basement  of 
the  church,  after  which  open  house  was 
held  at  the  Studebaker  home  for  friends. 
— Mrs.  C.  D.  Cocanower,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Fiftieth   Wedding   Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Eller  of  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  Jan.  14,  1950.  Many  friends 
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and  relatives  called  during  the  open  house 
to  help  the  couple  celebrate  this  memora- 
ble occasion.  ' 

Bro.  Eller  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Va„  in  1875,  and  Sister  Eller, 
formerly  Sadie  Wenger,  was  born  in 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  1876.  They  were 
married  Jan.  14,  1900,  in  Gardner,  Kansas. 
They  made  their  home  in  Kansas  until 
1911,  when  they  moved  to  Empire,  Calif. 
In  1936  they  moved  from  Empire  to 
Pasadena,   Calif. 

The  couple  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ray 
Barnhart  of  Arcadia,  Calif.,  and  one  son, 
Nathan  J.  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  three 
grandsons. 

Brother  and  Sister  Eller  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age 
and  have  lived  useful  Christian  fives 
since  that  time.  Bro.  Eller  was  elected 
to  the  ministry  in  Empire,  Calif. — Mrs. 
Ray  Barnhart,  Arcadia,  Calif. 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  E.  Royer  of 
Hastings,  Mich.,  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  on  Feb.  4,  1950, 
with  open  house  at  their  home  for  their 
neighbors.  On  Sunday,  Feb.  5,  at  the 
Woodland  church,  the  congregation, 
friends  and  family  assembled  in  their 
honor.  The  morning  worship  service  was 
also  planned  in  observance  of  their  an- 
niversary. Their  ten  children  were  pres- 
ent and  twenty-three  grandchildren  were 
also  present. 

Mr.  Royer,  born  near  Greenville,  Ohio, 
in  1876,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
land church  since  his  marriage.  Mrs. 
Royer,  the  former  Ella  Smith,  was  born 
in  1878,  near  the  Woodland  church  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Woodland 
church  most  of  her  life. — Mrs.  Doris  Teet- 
er, Elgin,  111. 

Ankenbover-Hanson.  —  Richard  Anken- 
bover  and  Patricia  Hanson,  both  of  Ken- 
more,  N.  Dak.,  Feb.  18,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Ray  Harris,  Minot, 
N.  Dak. 

Bidlack-Eiler.  —  Richard  Bidlack  and 
Freda  Etter,  both  of  Continental,  Ohio,  Feb. 
4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
Walter  Fisher,  Dupont,  Ohio. 

Duger-Wiley. — Glenn  Duger  and  Donna 
Jean  Wiley,  Nov.  19,  1949,  at  Covington, 
Ky.,  by  the  undersigned. — Elmer  Brum- 
baugh, Kent,  Ohio. 

Fasick-Miller — Howard  Fasick  and  Mari- 


lyn Miller,  both  of  Arcanum,  Ohio,  in  the 
Arcanum  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church,  Nov.  26,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. 
— W.  R.  Swinger,  Pitsburg,  Ohio. 

Garber-Flory. — Gerald  L.  Garber  and 
Wanda  May  Flory,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
the  Trotwood  church,  Ohio,  Feb.  11,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trot- 
wood, Ohio. 

Hildreth-Elliott.— Ray  Hildreth  of  Ank- 
eny,  Iowa,  and  Irma  ElUott  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Feb.  14,  1950,  in  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  church,  by  the  undersigned. — G.  A. 
Zook,  Elkhart,  Iowa. 

Horsf-Howard.— Walter  Horst  of  Han- 
cock, Iowa,  and  Lucille  Howard  of  Ank- 
eny,  Iowa,  Feb.  12,  1950,  in  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  church,  by  the  undersigned. — G.  A. 
Zook,  Elkhart,  Iowa. 

Huff  ord-Miller.  —  Herbert  Hufford  and 
Patsy  Miller,  both  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  Jan. 
28,  1950,  at  the  groom's  home,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Lloyd  B.  Stauffer,  Hamilton, 
Ohio. 

Lightner-Warnick. — Lewis  Lightner  and 
Evelyn  Warnick,  Jan.  21,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — John  C.  Middlekauff,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa. 

Stulzman-Eppley. — Earl  C.  Stutzman  and 
Sally  Lou  Eppley,  both  of  Hollsopple,  Pa., 
in  the  Maple  Spring  church  parsonage, 
Feb.  2,  1950,  by  Bro.  John  M.  Geary.— Mrs. 
John  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Terrell-West. — Dale  Terrell  of  New  Leb- 
anon, Ohio,  and  Annabelle  West  of  Clayton, 
Ohio,  Feb.  3,  1950,  in  the  Trotwood  church, 
Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  R.  Fisher, 
Trotwood,  Ohio. 

Westenhoefer-Wise.  —  William  Westen- 
hoefer  III  of  Marietta,  Pa.,  and  Margaret 
E.  Wise  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Jan.  28,  1950,  in  the 
Ephrata  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wil- 
fred N.  Staufer,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

West-Siebbins.— Harry  E.  West  of  Clay- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Evelyn  Stebbins  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1950,  at  the  groom's  home, 
by  the  undersigned. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trot- 
wood, Ohio. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Mrs.  Ora  E.  Mole 

Mrs.  Ora  E.  Mote,  daughter  of  Charles 
C.    and    Susan    Neher    Gibson,    was    born 
July  5,  1888,  near  Girard,  111.,  and  passed 
away    Jan.    2,    1950, 
in  a  hospital  in  Eu- 
gene, Oregon. 

She  received  her 
elementary  educa- 
tion at  the  Pleasant 
Hill  school,  gradu- 
ated from  the  Au- 
burn high  school 
and  attended  Mt. 
Morris  College. 

In  1910  she  was 
married  to  Arthur 
O.  Mote.  They  lived 
on  a  farm  near 
Lake  Odessa,  Mich. 
Early  in  their  mar- 
ried life,  Bro.  Mote 
was  called  to  the 
ministry. 
Desiring  further 
education  they  entered  Manchester  Col-i 
lege  and  graduated  in  1920.  She  served  for 
two  years  as  director  of  religious  activities 
for  women  at  the  college. 

For  twelve  years  the  Motes  were  pastors! 
of  the  Detroit  church,  Mich.  Her  husbandj 
preceded  her  in  death  in  1937.  Mrs.  Mote,) 
however,  continued  to  serve  the  church.j 
After  a  pastor  was  secured  she  took  upl 
social  service  work  at  the  Evangelical  j 
Deaconess  hospital.  During  her  ten  years: 
of  hospital  work  she  continued  to  be  ac- 
tive in  the  Detroit  church. 

In  1948  she  moved  with  her  daughteil 
and  family  to  Eugene,  Oregon.  There  | 
she  was  chosen  president  of  women's  worti 
at  the  Nicholas  Garden  church,  Spring-1 
field,  Oregon.  She  gave  willingly  of  hei 
time  and  talents  as  long  as  health  per- 
mitted. 
She   is   survived   by  her   daughter   anc 


husband,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kirk,  two 
grandchildren,  her  twin  brother,  two  other 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  A  daughter  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  in  infancy. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Eugene, 
Oregon,  and  also  at  Lake  Odessa,  Mich., 
by  Bro.  Harley  Townsend.  Burial  was  in 
the  Lake  Odessa  cemetery. — Submitted  by 
the  family. 

Minnie    M.    and    George    A.    Snider 

Minnie  Margaret  Snider,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Barbara  Ann  Miller  Weaver, 
was  born  near  Lima,  Ohio,  Sept.  27,  1874, 
and  passed  away  Oct.  29,  1949. 

G.    A.,    son    of    George    L.    and    Rachael 


Snider,  was  born  near  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
March  28,  1871,  and  died  Nov.  24,  1949,  at 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

In  1897  Minnie  M.  and  George  A.  Snider 
were  united  in  marriage.  They  moved  to 
North  Manchester  twenty-six  years  ago. 

Sister  Snider  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Walnut  Street  church  and  a  devoted 
mother  and  helpful  companion  to  her 
husband  in  his  ministerial  activities.  She 
was  also  active  in  the  W.C.T.U.,  having 
served  as  county  president  and  state  vice- 
president  for  a  number  of  years. 

Bro.  Snider  attended  Mt.  Morris  Col- 
lege. Before  his  marriage,  he  was  called 
to  the  ministry.  He  taught  for  several 
years  in  the  public  schools  and  had  been 
a  long-time  worker  in  the  Sunday  school, 
a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  an  elder  of  a 
number  of  large  churches.  In  1910  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  trustee  board  of 
Manchester  College  and  served  as  sec- 
retary of  that  board  for  some  time.  In 
1916  he  became  chairman  of  the  board  and 
retained  that  position  until  1930.  From 
1930  until  the  early  forties  he  served  as 
field  secretary  for  the  college.  Bro. 
Snider  was  one  of  the  trustees  who  called 
Otho  Winger  to  the  presidency  of  Man- 
chester College;  he  was  associated  with 
President  Winger  during  the  thirty  years 
of  his  presidency. 

Bro.  Snider  was  also  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
and  served  also  as  trustee  of  the  Mexico 
Welfare  Home.  He  was  an  evangelist  and 
did  much  committee  work  for  district  and 
Annual  conferences.  His  efforts  were 
not  confined  to  the  local  community  and 
church,  but  to  the  broader  interests  of  the 
kingdom.  Bro.  Snider  was  a  man  of  im- 
pressive appearance  and  a  ready  and 
forceful  speaker.  He  had  initiative,  drive, 
enthusiasm,  good  practical  judgment, 
moral  courage  and  was  ready  to  give  his 
efforts  to  whatever  promised  to  make 
progress. 

They  are  survived  by  the  following  chil- 
dren: Ralph  W.  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Edgar 
B.  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  Mrs.  Irvin  Wendell 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Mrs.  Luman 
Hawkins  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  Mrs.  C. 
Perry  of  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  and  Mrs. 
Milo  Harley  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  and 
twelve  grandchildren.  Sister  Snider  is 
also  survived  by  two  sisters,  Mrs.  O.  P. 
Click  of  Colburn,  Colo.,  and  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Wampler  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.  Bro.  Snider 
is  also  survived  by  four  sisters  and  one 
brother. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  for 
Sister  Snider  by  Bro.  H.  F.  Richards  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  assisted  by  Elder 
Edward  Kintner.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  for  Bro.  Snider  in  the  Walnut 
Street  church,  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  by 
Bro.  H.  F.  Richards,  assisted  by  V.  F. 
Schwalm.  They  were  buried  in  Oaklawn 
I  cemetery.— H.  F.  Richards  and  V.  F. 
Schwalm,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Jacob  S.  Zigler 

Jacob  S.,  son  of  John  and  Sallie  Miller 
Zigler,  was  born  Feb.  26,  1873,  near 
Churchville,  Va.,  and  was  killed  near 
his  home,  Howe,  Ind.,  Jan.  11,  1950. 

In  1887  he  was  baptized  into  the  Beaver 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  served 
in  the  office  of  deacon  for  one  year.  In 
1907  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  and 
in  the  same  year  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership.  Bro.  Zigler  graduated  from 
Bridgewater  College.  He  served  the 
Beaver  Creek  congregation  in  his  early 
ministry.  During  his  more  active  years 
he  held  many  evangelistic  meetings  in 
Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 
He  also  taught  music  classes  and  spent 
many  years  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 

In  1902  he  was  married  to  Leila  E. 
Sanger  of  Fayetteville,  W.  Va.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters.  They 
lived  and  worked  in  the  Beaver  Creek 
congregation  until  1906,  when  they  moved 
to  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Fayetteville, 
W.  Va.  He  served  this  church  in  the  free 
ministry  for  sixteen  years.  In  1922  he  and 
his  family  moved  to  the  Selma  church, 
Va.,  where  he  held  his  first  pastorate.  In 
1925  he  moved  to  Portland,  Ind.,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  Portland  and 
Hickory  Grove  churches.  In  1929  he 
moved  to  the  Rock  Run  church,  near 
Goshen,  Ind.,  serving  there  for  twelve 
years.  In  1942  he  held  the  pastorate  of 
the  North  Winona  church,  Warsaw,  Ind., 
and  in  1948  took  charge  of  the  English 
Prairie  church,  Howe,  Ind.,  where  he  was 
serving  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  active  in  the  Northern  Indiana 
District,  serving  as  treasurer  for  nine 
years. 

His  first  wife  died  in  1930.  After  her 
death  he  was  married  to  Carry  Ulery  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  who  also  preceded  him  in 
death.  Later,  he  was  married  to  Anna 
F.  Cover  of  Tampa,  Fla. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  daugh- 
ters, Ola  O.  Garot  of  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
and  Ann  Lawrence  of  Richland  Center, 
Wis.,  and  five  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Rock 
Run  church,  Goshen,  Ind.,  by  Bro.  Galen 
Bowman,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ralph  Petry. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church.— Anna  F.  Zigler,  Howe,  Ind. 

Viola  M.  Gardner 

Mrs.  Viola  May  Gardner,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Annie  Smith,  was  born  at 
Good's  Mill,  Va.,  May  18,  1888,  and  passed 
away  May  30,  1949. 
She  spent  her 
early  life  at  Good's 
Mill  and  united 
with  the  Mill  Creek 
church  at  an  early 
age.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  she 
has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the 
Bridgewater  church. 
In  1912  she  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  John  F.  Gardner. 
She  is  survived 
by  her  husband, 
four  children,  Mrs. 
Raymond  Hilbert, 
Mrs.  Mearl  Gordon 
and  J.  Olin  Gard- 
ner, all  of  Bridgewater,  and  Charles  S. 
of  North  English,  Iowa,  and  seven  foster 
children. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Elder  C.  E.  Long  and  the  undersigned, 
at  the  Mill  Creek  church. — Edward  K. 
Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Beal,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Car- 
oline Saylor,  was  born  Nov.  3,  1861,  and 
died  Dec.  23,  1949.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
William  S.  Beal  at  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  June 
1,  1879,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  five 
grandchildren,  eleven  great-grandchildren 
and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Maxwell  by  Bro.  Laportie  R.  Bucklew.   In- 


terment was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery 
south  of  Maxwell. — Mrs.  Lillie  Bucklew, 
Maxwell,  Iowa. 

Bruere,  John  B.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Ida 
Stryker  Bruere,  was  born  near  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  Jan.  16,  1862,  and  died  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Feb.  5,  1950.  He  was  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
transferring  his  membership  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 
On  Jan.  26,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Lydia 
J.  Miller,  who  preceded  him  in  death.  Six 
children  were  born  to  this  union.  He  is 
survived  by  two  sons,  one  daughter,  a 
foster  daughter,  twelve  grandchildren  and 
thirteen  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Monroe  County 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Cuba  cemetery. — W.  H.  Brower,  Al- 
bia,  Iowa. 

Brumbaugh,  Henry  Dilling,  son  of  John 
and  Cathrine  Dilling  Brumbaugh,  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1868,  at  Fredericksburg,  Pa.,  and 
died  July  3,  1949,  at  the  Nason  hospital  in 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa.  In  1895  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Shoenfelt.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  son,  two  daughters, 
four  grandchildren,  five  great-grandchil- 
dren and  one  brother.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Clover  Creek  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  Brumbaugh  cemetery. — Ruth  E. 
Brumbaugh,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Carpenter,  Elizabeth  Catherine,  died  Jan. 
10,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
Her  husband,  George  E.  Carpenter,  and  one 
daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She 
is  survived  by  one  son,  one  grandson,  one 
sister,  five  nephews  and  two  nieces.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Valley 
Bethel  church  by  Bro.  R.  E.  Bussard,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  W.  S.  Gardiner.  Interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Genie  Bus- 
sard,  Bolar,  Va. 

Cart,  Charles  R.,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  Ohio,  Jan.  9,  1873,  and  died 
Feb.  5,  1950.  More  than  forty  years  ago 
he  united  with  the  Trotwood  church.  He 
was  married  to  Martha  Hoke,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters.  In  1912  he 
and  his  wife  were  called  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  A  little  over  a  week  before  his 
death  he  called  for  the  anointing  service. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  daughters, 
two  grandsons  and  two  sisters.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Trotwood  church  by  the 
undersigned. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 

Dickerhoof,  Ira,  son  of  Wilson  and  Cath- 
erine Harmon  Dickerhoof,  was  born  at 
Marlboro,  Ohio,  March  23,  1882,  and  died 
Jan.  15,  1950.  On  Dec.  26,  1909,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Florence  Youtzey. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  daughters, 
one  son,  two  grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Nov.  25,  1923.  He  had 
served  as  Sunday-school  superintendent 
since  1931,  as  a  deacon,  as  trustee  of  the 
Maple  Avenue  church  in  Canton,  Ohio,  and 
as  teacher  of  a  Sunday-school  class  for 
about  forty  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  Jacks  funeral  parlor  by  Elders  J. 
D.  Zigler,  D.  F.  Stucky  and  the  under- 
signed, his  pastor. — John  W.  Meyers,  Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

Eshleman,  Abraham  B.,  was  born  Oct.  3, 
1865,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1950,  at  his  home 
in  Lincoln.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  daughters,  four  sons  and  one  brother. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  BretHren  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Middle  Creek 
church  by  the  home  ministers.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Emma  L. 
Zook,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Goss,  Iva,  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Jessie  Miller,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1902,  and 
died  Jan.  28,  1950,  in  the  Lewistown  hos- 
pital, Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, Charles  Goss,  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  five  grandchildren,  three  broth- 
ers and  five  sisters.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Pine  Glen  church,  the 
Truth  Seekers  Bible  class  and  was  an  ac- 
tive   worker    in    the    ladies'    aid.     Funeral 
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services  were  held  in  the  Booth  funeral 
home  in  McVeytown,  Pa.,  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  Richard  Gottshall.  Burial  was  in 
the  Mattawana  cemetery  in  McVeytown. — 
Margaret  L.  Miller,  Mattawana,   Pa. 

Har  tie  road,  Benjamin  F.,  son  of  David 
and  Lora  York  Hartleroad,  was  born  in 
Butler  Township,  Ind.,  Dec.  29,  1860,  and 
died  April  3,  1949.  On  Jan.  15,  1883,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Frick,  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  on  Jan.  15,  1948.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  boys  and  seven 
girls.  He  was  received  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  Santa  Fe  church  on  Nov.  14, 
1907.  Family  devotions,  including  Bible 
reading  and  prayer,  were  held  regularly  in 
his  home.  On  Oct.  4,  1914,  he  and  his 
wife  were  called  to  the  office  of  deacon.  He 
is  survived  by  six  children,  two  brothers, 
fifteen  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great- 
grandchildren.— Milo  G.  Huffman,  Peru, 
Ind. 

Hess,  Eliza,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Cath- 
erine Evers,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1898,  and 
died  Jan.  18,  1950,  at  the  Rockingham 
Memorial  hospital  in  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Albert 
David  Hess  in  February  1919.  Early  in  life 
she  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  was  a  loyal  member  of  the 
ladies'  aid  society.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  son,  two  daughters  and  five 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Sangerville  church  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  I.  J.  Garber,  assisted  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Smith.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.— Anna  Mary  Click,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Martin,  Mary  Jane  Long,  was  born  in 
Ogle  County,  111.,  Dec.  6,  1863,  and  died 
Feb.  7,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Kinross,  Iowa. 
She  was  married  to  Charles  E.  Martin  on 
Dec.  25,  1882,  and  to  this  union  ten  chil- 
dren were  born.  She  is  survived  by  eight 
children,  thirty-three  grandchildren  and 
forty-two  great-grandchildren.  She  was 
a  long-time  member  of  the  English  River 
church.  She  called  for  the  anointing  serv- 
ice in  her  last  illness.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  English  River  church  by 
her  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Burial  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Howard  H. 
Keim,  Jr.,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Nofziger,  Margaret  Lehmer,  daughter  of 
John  and  Lydia  Gantzler  Lehmer,  was  born 
near  Franklintown,  Pa.,  Nov.  24,  1861,  and 
died  at  the  Covina  hospital,  Calif.,  Feb. 
2,  1950.  She  was  a  faithful  attendant  at 
church,  and  the  Bible  and  Gospel  Messen- 
ger were  her  constant  companions.  Her 
husband,  D.  I.  Nofziger,  preceded  her  in 
death  seven  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by 
four  daughters,  nine  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  Burial  was  in 
the  Oakdale  cemetery  at  Glendora,  Calif. 
— Olga  Kersteiner,  Coachella,  Calif. 

Risser,  Lizzie,  widow  of  John  Risser  and 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza  Conner 
Schrom,  was  born  June  12,  1864,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  granddaughter,  Jan. 
29,  1950.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than 
fifty-six  years.  Her  only  daughter  and  her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  Arnold  funeral 
home  in  Lebanon  by  her  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  Berkey  Knavel. 
Burial  was  in  Buchers  cemetery. — Carl  W. 
Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Teeters.  Ida  M.,  daughter  of  Madison  and 
Margaret  Shank  Teeters,  was  born  Feb. 
20,  1865,  on  a  farm  near  Loudonville,  Ohio, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  niece,  where 
she  had  lived  for  a  number  of  years, 
Nov.  8,  1949.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Plum  Run  church  and  when  this  church 
was  abandoned  several  years  ago,  her 
membership  was  transferred  to  the  Dickey 
church.  She  is  survived  by  several  nieces 
and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Fickes  funeral  home  at  Jeromeville, 
Ohio,  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Plum  Run  cemetery  east  of  Loudon- 
ville.— D.  E.  Sower,  Bristolville,  Ohio. 

Williams,  John  Clark,  was  born  at  Shell 
Rock,  Iowa,  April  1,  1881,  and  died  at 
Wenatchee,  Wash.,  in  January  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Gena  Thurston,  who  pre- 
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ceded  him  in  death  in  1947.  He  united  with 
the  Wenatchee  church  in  1948.  He  was 
married   to   Nora   Alice  Lawer   on  May   1, 

1948.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  two  grandchildren  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  the  Jones  and  Jones  chapel  by 
his  elder,  Bro.  Jay  Eller. — Geraldine  Eller, 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Weidler,  Alvin  B.,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Weidler,  died  at  his  home  in  Roths- 
ville,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
He  is  survived  by  one  son  and  two  grand- 
daughters. He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Middle 
Creek  church  by  Elder  H.  P.  Markley.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Emma  L.  Zook,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Whistler,  Willis  A.,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  Etter  Whistler,  died  Feb.  5,  1950, 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Carlisle,  Pa.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Huntsdale  church.  He 
is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter,  eight 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  on  Oct.  23, 

1949.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  O.  J.  Hassinger.  Interment 
was  in  the  Prospect  Hill  cemetery  at  New- 
ville.  Pa. — Mrs.  James  A.  Ott,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Whitaker,  Clyde  Raymond,  son  of  Dacon 
R.  and  Amanda  C.  Whitaker,  was  born 
Sept.  10,  1890.  in  Fairview,  111.,  and  died 
Jan.  29,  1950,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Red  Cloud,  Nebr.,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Stacia  Rae  Whitaker,  one  son  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Viewpark  Mortuary,  and  interment 
was  in  the  Inglewood  mausoleum. — Galen 
B.  Ogden,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Wilson,  Annie  E.,  daughter  of  Franklin 
and  Elizabeth  Shade  Forgy,  was  born  in 
Tuska,  Kansas,  Feb.  17,  1890,  and  died 
Jan.  11,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Williamsburg, 
Pa.  On  Aug.  20,  1913,  she  was  married  to 
John  W.  Wilson  at  McVeytown,  Pa.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons, 
three  foster  children,  one  sister,  one  broth- 
er and  three  grandchildren.  One  son  was 
killed  in  action  in  World  War  II.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Williamsburg  church  and 
the  Gleaners  Bible  class.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  home  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Alfred  Replogle.  Interment  was  in  the 
Presbyterian  cemetery  at  Williamsburg. — 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sollenberger,  Williamsburg, 
Pa. 
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California 
Lindsay. — Since  our  last  report  one  per- 
son was  baptized.  Our  church  united  with 
the  other  Lindsay  churches  in  a  Thanks- 
giving service  on  Wednesday  evening.  Ger- 
hard Mueller,  a  German  student,  is  making 
his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Shryer 
while  he  is  attending  Lindsay  high  school. 
On  Nov.  28  and  29  our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  E. 
Brubaker,  attended  the  pastors'  retreat  at 
the  Raisin  church.  The  Lynn  Blickenstaffs 
were  with  us  on  Dec.  11.  In  the  morning 
Bro.  Blickenstaff  delivered  the  sermon;  in 
the  evening  they  showed  slides  of  their 
work  in  India.  An  offering  was  sent  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund.  The  Sunday-school 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program 
on  the  morning  of  Dec.  18  and  in  the  eve- 
ning the  choir  presented  a  cantata  en- 
titled The  Choir  of  Bethlehem.  The  family 
Christmas  party  was  held  on  Dec.  23.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  school  of  missions 
on  the  study  of  India,  the  film,  Shepherd 
of  India,  was  shown.  The  school  will  close 
Feb.  5  with  an  Indian  dinner  and  program. 
The  annual  church  birthday  supper  was 
held  on  Dec.  24,  sponsored  by  the  women's 
auxiliary,  and  the  proceeds  were  given  for 
missions.  On  Jan.  1  Paul  Beard  showed 
colored  films  of  his  trip  to  Europe  on  a 
cattle  boat.  We  united  with  the  Lindsay 
churches  during  the  Week  of  Prayer.  Our 
pastor's  wife  is  directing  the  youth  fellow- 
ship group  in  plays  and  music,  which  they 
are  presenting  in  neighboring  churches. — 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Stutzman,  Lindsay,  Calif. 


Waierford. — We  had  our  harvest  home- 
coming on  Nov.  6.  Bro.  Vernon  F.  Miller  of 
Freno  spoke  in  the  morning  and  the  har- 
vest sermon  was  delivered  by  the  pastor  of 
the  Empire  church,  Bro.  Paul  K.  Brandt. 
The  occasion  was  the  beginning  of  a  two 
weeks'  revival  held  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Leo 
Miller.  Bro.  Paul  S.  Hersch  was  the  guest 
speaker  one  evening.  Twenty-four  persons 
were  baptized,  six  others  presented  their 
letters  and  on  Christmas  seven  more  were 
baptized.  We  were  fortunate  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  Lynn  Blickenstaff  with 
us  Dec.  3  and  4.  There  has  been  a  fine  re- 
sponse on  the  part  of  five  different  prayer 
groups.  The  adult  choir  presented  the 
Christmas  cantata  entitled  The  Song  of 
Holy  Night.  The  men's  and  women's  work 
groups  are  well  attended.  Our  pastor  is 
preaching  doctrinal  sermons  on  Sunday 
mornings.  The  Christmas  missionary  offer- 
ing was  $306. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Switzer,  Water-  j 
ford,  Calif. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — During  the  past  year  sixteen  I 
new   members    have    been    added   to    our 
church  by  baptism  and  seven  by  letter.  The  | 
figures  for  our  church  school  attendance  j 
are  showing  an  increase  in  that   depart-  j 
ment.  On  Dec.  18  the  primary  departments  I 
presented   a   Christmas   program   and   the  j 
youth  department  presented  a  Christmas  i 
pageant.   On  Christmas  night  a  sound  film  I 
on  the  life  of  Christ  was  shown.    During  f 
the   past   year   the    Ruth   Lillian   mothers'  I 
club  has  been  organized  by  the  mothers  j 
of  junior  age  children,  their  project  being  j 
the  church  nursery.    The   men's  work  is  { 
increasing   its   membership;    they   held   a  i 
rabbit  supper  for  the  teen-age  boys  and 
their     fathers     recently.      The     Anderson 
Council   of   Church  Women   secured   Rose  I 
Williams,  a  missionary  of  Evangelism  for  j 
Women,  to  lead  a  series  of  conferences  for  I 
education  in  personal  evangelism  in  accord  \ 
with  the  emphasis  on  evangelism  in  the ; 
Protestant    churches.     During    Christmas  i 
week  the  church,  under  the  direction  of ' 
Harry  and  David  Stoner,  brought  a  dis- ! 
placed  family  of  six  from  Belgrade,  Yugo-  j 
slavia,  and  have  refurnished  and  decorated ' 
a  house,  provided  food  and  are  now  teach- 1 
ing  the  younger  members  English.    Their1 
coming  was  assisted  by  the  Brethren  Serv-j 
ice  Commission. — Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Heagy,! 
Anderson,  Ind. 

Blue  River. — The  women  are  sewing  andi 
working  on  other  projects  for  relief.   Bro.i 
T.  G.  Weaver,  who  began  pastoral  service 
with   us   this   fall,   conducted   a   series  of 
evangelistic    services    for    us.     Six    youni 
people  were  baptized.   The  meeting  close 
with  our  communion  service  with  Bro.  R. 
A.  Sherman  presiding.  Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  Dec.  15,  at  which  time  churc! 
officers   were   elected.     Bro.    A.   F.   Mo: 
was  chosen  as  elder.  Mrs.  Lawrence  Stave- 
ly   was   elected   Messenger   corresponden 
and    agent.     We    are   trying   to    place   thi 
Gospel  Messenger  in  more  of  our  homes 
On  Christmas  morning  the  children  shared 
in  the  service  with  songs,  readings  and  ex 
ercises.    On  Christmas  evening  the  Home- 
builders  class  presented  The  Star  Gleams 
a  program  of  Christmas  carols  and  drama 
The  service  concluded  with  a  presentation 
of  gifts  for  relief.    On  Dec.  31  two  youni 
people  were  baptized.    Some  clothing  anc 
other  relief  materials  have  been  taken  tc 
the  Nappanee  relief  center.    Various  Sun- 
day-school classes   assumed  the   responsi- 
bility for  redecorating  and  improving  tlw 
parsonage.    Plans  are  under  way  for  re- 
decorating the  church  basement.    We  an 
looking  forward  to  deepening  our  spiritual 
life  and  enriching  the  church  fellowship 
— Mrs.  Lawrence  Shively,  Churubusco,  Ind 

Wakarusa. — Since  our  last  report  ou:; 
pastor,  Bro.  S.  W.  Longenecker,  resignet 
to  go  to  a  larger  church  and  field  in  whicl 
to  work.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  seem- 
ing Bro.  Stanley  Bittinger  as  our  pastor 
Brother  and  Sister  Bittinger  are  student 
at  Manchester  College  but  are  with  us  o> 
week  ends.  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger,  fathe 
of  our  pastor  and  editor  of  the  Gospe 
Messenger,  was  the  speaker  at  our  harves 
meeting.  Our  Sunday  school  and  chure 
are   growing   in  interest   and   attendanci 


Our  ladies'  aid  meets  every  two  weeks,  be- 
sides sewing  for  relief,  quilting,  etc.  Our 
main  project  is  to  buy  carpet  for  the 
church.  A  Christmas  program  was  pre- 
sented by  the  children  and  a  play  was  pre- 
sented by  the  young  married  people's  class. 
A  white  gift  offering  was  lifted  for  mis- 
sions on  Christmas  morning. — Mrs.  H.  O. 
Metzler,  Wakarusa,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Muscatine. — We  participated  in  a  new 
materials  relief  project,  sponsored  by  the 
United  Council  of  Church  Women,  recently 
and  also  sent  two  boxes  of  new  and  used 
clothing  to  Greece.  Dean  Buster  of  Grand- 
view  continues  to  preach  for  us  on  Sunday 
mornings  while  we  are  without  a  resident 
pastor.  A  program  was  presented  by  the 
Sunday  school  at  Christmas  time. — Irene 
Bowman,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Independence.— The  children's  Christmas 
program,  directed  by  the  children's  work- 
ers, was  presented  on  Dec.  18.  On  New 
Year's  Eve  a  watch-night  party  was  held 
in  the  social  room  of  the  church.  On  New 
Year's  night  a  pageant,  The  Voice  of  Time, 
by  X.  L.  Coppock,  was  presented.  Two 
persons  have  been  baptized.  The  women's 
work  group  served  dinner  at  a  sale  and 
cleared  thirty-five  dollars.  The  men  are 
cutting  hedge  posts  for  a  share.  The  CBYF 
is  entertaining  the  CBYF  of  the  Fredonia 
church  on  Feb.  13.  They  have  also  been 
singing  for  shut-ins.  The  church  is  plan- 
ning a  seventy-fifth  anniversary  home- 
coming early  in  the  summer. — Mrs.  Ed 
Boorigie,  Independence,  Kansas. 

Kansas  Cily. — Our  revival  services  were 
held  Nov.  27 — Dec.  4  with  Bro.  Lyle  Al- 
bright as  the  evangelist.  Since  then  two 
young  men  have  been  baptized  into  our 
church,  and  Ralph  Landes  and  Robert  Zim- 
merman were  installed  as  deacons.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Milton  Early,  dean  of  the 
training  school  and  Bro.  Hylton  Harman, 


finance  chairman,  were  the  speakers  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  city  council  of 
religious  education  oh  Dec.  8.  On  Dec.  18 
our  Christmas  cantata  was  presented  by 
some  of  the  members  of  our  church,  at 
this  time  the  candlelight  and  white  gift  of- 
fering services  were  held.  The  two  Kansas 
City  churches  conducted  a  joint  music  in- 
stitute January  13-15,  with  Bro.  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill  as  the  director.  It  has  been  a 
great  pleasure  to  all  of  us  to  have  our 
friend,  Lothar  Knauth,  a  student  from 
Germany,  with  us.  Regular  monthly  men's 
meetings  are  being  held  in  our  church 
each  month  for  business  and  social  reasons. 
The  men  have  been  remodeling  the  church. 
New  furnaces  were  installed. — Nadine 
Davis,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

McPherson. — The  regional  conference 
was  held  in  November  rather  than  Feb- 
ruary in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the 
previous  conference.  The  speakers  of  the 
conference  were  Dr.  Bernard  Claussen,  and 
national  and  regional  leaders.  The  confer- 
ence will  be  held  in  November  again  this 
year.  At  Christmas  time  the  children  pre- 
sented a  program.  The  Christmas  musicale, 
The  Dawn  of  Hope,  directed  by  Bro.  Don- 
ald R.  Frederick,  was  presented  two  eve- 
nings with  more  than  120  voices  from  the 
college  and  church  choirs  participating, 
supplemented  by  tableaux  presented  by  the 
college  dramatics  department.  The  school 
of  missions  was  held  every  Thursday  eve- 
ning during  the  month  of  January.  At 
each  meeting  there  is  a  fellowship  supper, 
followed  by  classes  for  the  various  groups. 
The  birthday  dinner  on  Sunday  evening, 
Jan.  29,  climaxed  the  series  of  meetings. 
Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  was  the  guest  speak- 
er for  the  occasion  and  gave  a  challenging 
message  on  the  mission  program.  Our 
goal  of  $1,500  was  met  in  the  missionary 
offering.  Bro.  Bowman  was  also  on  the 
college  campus  on  Monday.  On  Jan.  9 
Brother  and  Sister  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  and 
their  family  arrived  in  McPherson  to  take 


Have  you  seen  the  play 

John    Kline- 

A  Brother  in  Reality 

by  E.  Parker  Dupler 

If  so,  you  probably  wished 
you  could  own  and  read  a 
copy  of  it,  or  perhaps  pro- 
duce it  in  your  church. 

YOU  CAN.  The  play  has 
been  published.  In  paper 
binding  it  sells  for  75  cents. 
A  limited  number  were  bound 
in  cloth  and  sell  for  $1.00. 

IT  IS  HISTORICALLY  AUTHENTIC.  John  Kline  was  an 
elder  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
was  martyred  for  his  pacifist  convictions. 

TO  SECURE  PERMISSION  to  produce  the  play  twelve  or 
more  copies  must  be  purchased.  The  cast  consists  of  eleven 
men,  three  women  and  one  boy.   Simple  staging. 
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over  the  pastoral  duties  of  the  church. 
Bro.  Zeller's  installation  service  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Jan.  15  and  was  followed 
by  a  reception  for  the  family  in  the  church 
parlors. — Mae  Albright,  McPherson,  Kan- 
sas. 

Newton. — Our  women's  group  supported 
the  program  of  sewing  kits  and  comforters 
for  the  missionary  rally  held  in  the  Larned 
church  on  Dec.  7.  Four  of  our  women  at- 
tended the  meeting.  On  Dec.  18  our  Sun- 
day school  held  its  Christmas  program.  A 
play  was  presented  and  a  white  gift  and 
cash  offering  concluded  the  program.  On 
the  following  two  Sundays  the  Rev.  Rob- 
ert Unruh  of  the  MSnnonite  Church  was 
our  guest  speaker, -while  our  pastor  and 
his  family  spent  Christmas  in  Indiana. 
From  there  our  pastor  went  to  New  Wind- 
sor, Md.,  to  serve  as  a  leader  in  the  recre- 
ation workshop  for  a  week.  Our  children's 
department  furnished  eight  friendship  kits 
and  sent  them,  together  with  fifty-one  gar- 
ments, to  relief.  Another  shipment  of  sev- 
eral hundred  pounds  of  books  was  sent  to 
Faith  Cabin  Libraries.  Brother  and  Sister 
Crumpacker  held  an  evening  service  in 
our  church  on  Jan.  18.  — Mrs.  Joe  Will, 
Walton,  Kansas. 

Wichita,  First. — The  women's  council 
sponsored  a  tea  honoring  the  fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  Hostetlers'  coming  to  Wich- 
ita. The  men's  group  were  in  charge  of 
one  evening's  worship  service,  and  we  have 
had  Roy  McAuley  of  McPherson  and 
W.  Harold  Row  of  Elgin  as  guest  speakers. 
Use  Schwochow,  one  of  the  high  school 
students  from  Germany,  is  making  her 
home  with  one  of  our  families.  Towel  kits 
were  prepared  by  the  various  women's 
groups  for  the  Kassel,  Germany,  TB  chil- 
dren's project.  Our  Christmas  program  was 
a  combined  presentation  of  the  adult  choir 
and  the  children's  division.  White  gifts 
were  also  presented  at  this  service.  Our 
church  building  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh 
and  St.  Francis  was  sold  to  a  Pentecostal 
congregation.  Our  farewell  service  in  this 
building  on  Dec.  25  was  given  over  to  rem- 
iniscing by  the  charter  members  who  were 
present.  The  service  closed  with  the  turn- 
ing over  of  the  building  to  representatives 
of  the  new  congregation.  A  prayer  vigil 
was  held  in  the  chapel  of  our  new  build- 
ing from  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Dec. 
31  until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan. 
1  and  on  Jan.  1  the  first  services  were  held 
in  the  sanctuary.  Our  dedication  services 
had  to  be  postponed  owing  to  a  delay  in 
the  delivery  of  our  pews.  Through  the 
generosity  of  our  people,  we  were  able  to 
have  an  organ  installed  for  use  at  our 
first  service.  Mrs.  Ethel  Miller  has  been 
employed  as  a  part-time  community  work- 

Announcements  .  .  . 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Mardela— Denton,  Md.,   April  5. 
Ohio.  Southern— West  Milton,   April  25-27. 
Virginia,    Northern— Pleasant   View,    April 

14,  15. 
Virginia,    Second — Sangerville,    March    29- 
31. 

LOVE    FEASTS 
Illinois 
April  6,  Elgin. 
April  10,  La  Motte  Prairie. 

Indiana 
April  6,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
April  9,  Four  Mile. 
April  9,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 

Maryland 
April  6,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 

Oklahoma 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Bartlesville. 

Pennsylvania 
April  2,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 
April  7,  7  pm,  Spring  Run. 
April  9,  Hollidaysburg. 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Salisbury. 
April  16,  7  pm,  New  Paris. 

Virginia 
April  8,  Mountain  Grove. 
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er.  The  school  of  missions,  held  each  Jan- 
uary, was  highlighted  by  the  messages  of 
the  Frank  Crumpackers,  who  were  the 
guest  speakers  at  all  services  on  Jan.  16. 
Other  evening  speakers  were  Friends  Uni- 
versity students,  a  Japanese  boy  and  an 
English  girl  and  Dr.  Nickel,  who  gave  a 
report  on  her  recent  trip  to  Europe  as  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  Service  party. 
Bro.  Roy  McAuley  of  McPherson  College  is 
to  be  with  us  for  our  pre-Easter  services. — 
Salome  Terwillegar,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Minnesota 

Root  River. — On  Jan.  6  we  held  our  busi- 
ness meeting  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Clarence 
Sink,  presiding.  Officers  for  the  coming 
year  were  chosen  with  Bro.  Clarence  Sink 
as  our  elder  and  Bro.  Alvin  Kintner  as  our 
pastor.  Since  our  last  report  two  letters 
have  been  granted  and  two  received.  We 
now  have  two  displaced  families  in  our 
midst  and  they  attend  our  services  regular- 
ly. We  are  expecting  another  displaced 
man  to  come  soon.  The  county  Sunday- 
school  convention  was  held  in  our  church. 
The  main  auditorium  of  our  church  has 
been  redecorated.  The  men  had  as  their 
project  twenty  acres  of  corn.  Our  ladies' 
aid  packed  pieces  for  peace  and  gift  bags 
for  overseas.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Kintner, 
went  to  the  regional  conference  at  Mc- 
Pherson. We  had  services  on  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  and  an  offering  was  lifted  for  home 
missions.  Our  men's  chorus  presented  a 
concert  on  Nov.  25.  On  Nov.  27  we  ob- 
served rally  day.  On  Dec.  4  we  had  our 
birthday  supper.  On  Dec.  18  our  children 
and  their  leaders  presented  a  Christmas 
program.  Much  of  the  success  of  the 
program  was  due  to  our  junior  choir  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Carl  Ogg  and 
Joye  Broadwater.  Our  women's  work  has 
been  busy  in  different  ways.  Our  income 
for  the  year  was  $1,278.84.— Mrs.  W.  F. 
East,  Harmony,   Minn. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — During  most  of  last  year  we 
had  the  services  of  student  ministers  and 
instructors  from  the  Union  College  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  and  Elders  Wil- 
liams and  Ossmanson  often  brought  musi- 
cal talent  with  them  from  the  college.  Our 
new  pastors  are  Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
Beiber  and  their  family  from  Bethany. 
Some  of  the  men  and  women  worked  'hard 
to  have  the  parsonage  ready  for  them  by 
the  time  they  returned  from  the  district 
conference  at  Enders.  Three  carloads  from 
our  church  attended  district  meeting.  Our 
district  has  purchased  a  camp  site,  and 
plans  are  under  way  for  the  development 
of  the  project.  Our  young  folks  were 
awarded  the  Brethren  Service  cup  from 
this  district,  which  goes  to  the  group  which 
has  the  highest  per  capita  giving  during 
the  year.  The  Sunday  following  district 
meeting  over  fifty  guests  attended  open 
house  at  the  parsonage  even  though  it  was 
not  quite  completed.  Bro.  Hoff  met  with 
the  promotional  committee  to  make  fur- 
ther plans  for  the  new  parsonage,  which 
will  be  built  on  the  lots  at  Sumner  and 
Normal  Streets.  On  the  evening  of  Nov. 
6  our  love  feast  was  held.  The  CBYF  helped 
with  the  preparations  and  decorations. 
Three  of  our  members  attended  the  chil- 
dren's workers'  conference  preceding  re- 
gional conference  and  three  others  at- 
tended the  regional  conference.  On  the 
evening  of  Dec.  4  the  CBYF  had  charge  of 
the  entire  evening  service.  The  film,  And 
Now  I  See,  was  shown  and  the  freewill 
offering  went  for  youth  work.  On  Dec.  10 
we  had  a  mother  and  daughter  Christmas 
tea.  On  Christmas  morning  the  children 
and  adults  co-operated  in  presenting  a  pro- 
gram entitled  Christmas,  Lighted  Trees  or 
a  Lighted  World?  On  Dec.  30  watch-night 
services  were  held,  closing  with  a  candle- 
lighting  consecration  service.  The  Christ- 
mas missionary  offering  amounted  to  $88.64. 
Jan.  1  was  the  beginning  of  our  school  of 
missions,  which  was  held  each  Sunday  eve- 
ning of  January.  On  Jan.  4  the  l,adies  met 
and   mended   and   packed   three   boxes   of 
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clothing  for  relief.  Our  first  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  Jan.  13.  We  de- 
cided to  have  Bro.  Kenneth  Hartman'hold 
pre-Easter  meetings  and  to  conduct  our 
spring  love  feast  before  Easter.  Bro.  M.  R. 
Zigler  will  be  here  on  March  15  to  speak 
for  Brethren  Service  and  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches.  The  plans  are  completed 
for  our  birthday  dinner  on  Feb.  3.  The 
funds  will  go  to  the  national  project  of 
women's  work. — Mrs.  Thelma  Perkins,  Lin- 
coln, Nebr. 

New  Mexico 
Miami. — Bro.  Wilbur  Hoover  of  Cam- 
bridge, Nebr.,  filled  the  pulpit  several 
times  while  here.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Coppock  and 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Lapp  were  our  delegates  to  the 
district  conference  at  Wiley,  Colo.  Brother 
and  Sister  Peters  of  McPherson  College 
were  at  the  church  one  day.  Bro.  X.  L. 
Coppock  filled  the  pulpit  one  Sunday.  Six 
of  our  district  officers  were  with  us  for 
three  services  recently.  Brother  and  Sister 
E.  M.  Fasnacht  of  Wiley,  Colo.,  filled  the 
pulpit  one  Sunday  recently.  Rev.  Fred  Pat- 
ton,  a  Baptist  minister  of  Cimarron,  filled 
the  pulpit  several  Sundays  while  Bro.  Cop- 
pock was  away.  The  Christmas  program 
was  presented  by  the  young  people  and  the 
children.  The  young  people  presented  the 
pageant,  The  Littlest  Shepherd.  The  ladies' 
aid  painted  the  church  kitchen,  bought 
ceiling  for  the  basement  and  painted  the 
basement  walls.  The  men  are  starting  a 
farming  project  this  year.  Mr.  Mikesell  is 
furnishing  the  farming  land. — Mrs.  C.  C. 
Lapp,  Miami,  N.  Mex. 

Ohio 

Mansfield. — During  the  year  we  have 
granted  two  letters  and  received  three  new 
members,  two  by  letter  and  one  by  bap- 
tism. The  subdistrict  men's  work  meeting 
was  held  in  our  church  on  Jan.  8.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Roscoe  Swank  of  the  Owl 
Creek  church  were  with  us  on  the  evening 
of  Jan.  16,  when  they  showed  some  very 
interesting  slides  of  the  tractor  project  in 
Ethiopia.  The  women's  work  group  meet 
once  each  month  to  sew  on  cutout  gar- 
ments from  New  Windsor,  to  make  com- 
forters and  to  collect  clothing  and  soap 
grease  for  relief.  Ten  Christmas  gift  towel 
bags  and  two  bundles  of  cloth,  pieces  for 
peace,  were  sent  by  our  aid  to  the  New 
Windsor  center.  We  elected  two  deacons  at 
our  council  meeting.  Our  church  partici- 
pated in  the  national  teaching  mission  of 
the  city.  A  religious  census  was  taken  with 
Bro.  J.  Herman  Reinke  as  our  guest  leader 
in  the  campaign.  A  gas  converter  was  in- 
stalled into  our  furnace  this  fall. — Ruth 
Treace,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Marble  Furnace. — Our  council  meeting 
was  held  Dec.  10,  with  Elder  Friend  Couser 
presiding.  At  Christmas  time  the  primary 
children  and  juniors  presented  a  program. 
Bro.  J.  M.  Hedrick,  who  was  a  leading 
member  and  deacon,  and  his  mother,  who 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  ladies'  aid, 
and  Mrs.  Ella  Frost  have  been  called  by 
death.  We  have  had  several  programs  by 
Sunday-school  classes  from  the  churches 
near  Dayton.  Brethren  Carl  Lauer  of  Cir- 
cleville  and  Harold  Helstern  of  West  Mil- 
ton visited  our  church  recently  and  deliv- 
ered very  inspiring  messages.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  at  Easter  time  and  we 
are  looking  forward  to  a  revival  in  the  near 
future. — Irene  McGowan,  Peebles,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Conewago. — Bro.  Alton  Bucher  preached 
the  Thanksgiving  sermon  at  the  Conewago 
house.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger  club 
again  this  year.  Our  council  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Bachmanville  house  on  Dec.  15, 
with  our  elder,  Howard  Merkey,  presiding. 
Brethren  Norman  Musser  of  the  ministerial 
board  and  Norman  Weaver  were  with  us 
for  the  election  of  an  elder.  Bro.  Merkey's 
term  expired  and  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of 
the  Hanoverdale  congregation  was  elected. 
Since  our  last  report,  two  certificates  of 
membership  were  received.  Bro.  Clyde 
Weaver,  Jr.,  preached  for  us  on  Jan.  15. 
Fourteen  of  our  young  people  spent  a  day 
at  New  Windsor.— Bertha  M.  Shissler, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Hollidaysburg.— A  new  pipe  organ  with 
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Birthdays 

De  luxe  edition  of  an  attractive 
birthday  book  in  which  to  record 
names,  addresses  and  sentiments  of 
friends.  Padded  white  leatherette 
cover  with  forget-me-not  design  in 
color.   Price  $1.25. 

Bible  Birthday  Book 

A  neat  blue-bound  pocket-size  birth- 
day book.  A  Bible  verse  and  space 
for  three  names  for  each  day  of  the 
year.  Illustrated.  An  appropriate 
poem  introduces  each  month.  4  by 
6V3  inches.   Price,  50  cents. 


My  Book  of  Friendship 

A  small  volume  3Yz  by  5  inches, 
bound  in  buff.  One  page  for  each 
day  of  the  year,  each  page  including 
a  Bible  verse,  a  stanza  of  poetry  and 
space  for  possibly  ten  names.  Price, 
$1.50. 

Daily  Thoughts 

Padded  blue  or  red  cover.  Size,  4  by 
5y3  inches.  Each  page  has  two  days 
on  it.  Each  day's  space  includes  lines 
for  four  names,  a  Bible  verse,  sug- 
gested Bible  readings,  and  a  short 
bit  of  wisdom.   Price,  $1.50. 
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built-in  chimes,  a  sound  system  amplify- 
ing music  from  the  church  tower,  and  a 
candlelighted  open  Bible  and  cross  worship 
center  at  the  pulpit  have  added  much  to 
the  worship  and  program  of  the  church. 
We  have  been  using  the  Sunday  bulletin 
service  from  our  headquarters  at  Elgin. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ralph  Rarick,  gave  up  his 
work  here  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  Live 
Oak  church  in  Northern  California.  A 
farewell  service  was  held  for  him  by  the 
parish  and  a  monetary  gift  was  presented 
to  him.  He  and  his  wife  were  also  the 
guests  of  honor  at  a  banquet  sponsored 
by  the   Hollidaysburg   Ministerial   Associ- 


ation. Nine  babies  were  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  and  five  persons  were  baptized.  At 
present  we  have  no  pastor  but  Bro.  Edgar 
M.  Detwiler  of  New  Enterprise  is  our 
elder. — Mrs.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  Live  Oak, 
Calif. 

Myerslown. — Our  Thanksgiving  service 
■was  held  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Berkey 
Knavel,  and  was  highlighted  by  a  Thanks- 
giving table  on  which  our  young  people 
displayed  a  variety  of  food  and  produce. 
Mrs.  Clara  K'an  brought  us  a  message  por- 
traying her  welfare  work  with  Chinese 
children.  The  peace  caravan,  consisting  of 
Ralph  Dull,   Stanley  Barkdoll  and  Urban 


To  aid  you 

in  studying  the  Sunday-school  lessons  next  quarter 

THE  BOOK  OF  THE  TWELVE  PROPHETS— Volume  I 

A  paper-bound  volume  in  the  Harper  Annotated  Bible  Series 
which  gives  introductory  discussion  on  the  prophets  Amos, 
Hosea  and  Micah  and  offers  a  commentary  on  the  King  James 
Version  of  these  books.  Will  be  of  value  to  a  teacher  or  an 
individual  Bible  student;  could  be  used  by  classes  wishing  to 
carry  on  intensive  study.  Price,  50  cents. 

THE  BOOK  OF  THE  TWELVE  PROPHETS— Volume  II 

Another  paper-bound  book  in  the  same  series.  Affords  simi- 
lar help  on  the  prophets  Zephaniah,  Nahum,  Habakkuk,  Hag- 
gai,  Zechariah,  Obadiah,  Malachi,  Joel  and  Jonah.  Price,  75 
cents. 

AND  THE  PROPHETS Clovis  G.  Chappell 

In  these  eighteen  sermons  Dr.  Chappell  discusses  each 
prophet — his  mission,  his  accomplishments,  his  contribution 
— and  shows  how  his  teachings  apply  to  our  daily  lives. 
Price,  $2.00. 

THE  HERDSMAN 

.     .    .    Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson 

A  novel  based  on  the  life  and  public 
ministry  of  the  Old  Testament  prophet 
Amos.  Interesting  as  a  story  and  inform- 
ative concerning  Hebrew  life  in  the 
eighth  century  B.  C.  Lifts  up  the  rela- 
tion of  religion  to  social  justice.  Shows 
many  striking  similarities  between  the 
time  of  Amos  and  our  own  time.  Price, 
$3.00. 
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THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  PROPHETS     .     .     Gordon  Pratt  Baker 

For  those  who  really  want  to  think  deeply  about  man  and 
God  and  the  way  of  life,  here  is  fresh  stimulus,  guidance  and 
inspiration.  The  author  probes  deep  into  the  thought  of  seven 
of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  and  the  climax  of  prophetism 
in  Jesus.  Price,  $2.50. 

THE  GENIUS  OF  THE  PROPHETS     .    .     .     .    W.  Arthur  Faus 

A  Methodist  pastor  undertakes  to  show  the  real  character 
and  work  of  the  prophets  and  their  meaning  for  today.  He 
has  a  thoroughgoing  acquaintance  with  the  language,  his- 
tory and  literature  in  this  era;  he  assumes  the  results  of 
critical  study  and  goes  on  to  use  these  resources  creatively. 
Price,  $1.75. 
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Long,  was  with  us  for  a  week.  Early  in 
the  year  a  ten-dollar  bill  was  given  to  the 
men  to  be  invested.  The  local  men's  work 
annual  fall  fellowship  supper  was  the  oc- 
casion for  the  reporting  on  how  the  ten- 
dollar  bills  were  invested.  Approximately 
$1,073  were  reported  gained.  Our  Christ- 
mas season  was  highlighted  by  a  play  by 
our  young  people,  the  dramatization  in 
word  and  song  of  the  Christmas  story  by 
the  chorus,  a  program  by  the  children  of 
the  Sunday  school  and  a  service  of  conse- 
cration for  nine  children.  The  pastor,  as- 
sisted by  the  young  people,  held  a  candle- 
lighting  service  on  New  Year's  evening. 
Bro.  Ezra  Bucher,  treasurer  at  Elizabeth- 
town  College,  was  with  us  for  a  Bible  in- 
stitute. The  men's  work  sponsored  the 
placing  of  a  DP  family  on  one  of  our 
members'  farms.  Organ  chimes  were  in- 
stalled in  our  church  by  the  young  adult 
class  and  the  Sunday  school  installed  a 
public  address  system  throughout  the 
church.  Our  women's  work  contributed  25 
comforters,  6  layettes,  4  dozen  diapers,  33 
ladies'  handbags,  75  Friendship  packets, 
$25  for  food,  75  five-yard  bandages,  559 
pieces  of  soap,  74  jars  of  cream  and  a  total 
of  3,020  pounds  of  clothing,  food  and  grease 
for  relief  during  the  past  year.  During  the 
Christmas  season  they  packed  and  deliv- 
ered twenty-six  baskets  of  food  to  local 
people.  At  Christmas  time  letters  were 
sent  to  most  of  the  mission  stations.  At  the 
present  time  they  are  collecting  eyeglasses 
to  be  sent  to  Eyes  for  the  Needy,  Inc.  Our 
pastor  has  issued  a  quarterly  newsletter 
which  will  be  sent  to  each  home. — Beulah 
Balsbaugh,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  First. — In  the  absence  of  a 
regular  minister,  Bro.  Edwin  Crist,  a  stu- 
dent at  Eastern  Baptist  Seminary,  is  very 
ably  filling  our  pulpit.  During  the  past 
year  our  relief  workers  sent  35  baby  quilts, 
32  baby  shoes,  127  diapers,  3  pieces  for 
peace  bundles,  45  pounds  of  fat  and  871 
pounds  of  used  clothing  to  New  Windsor. 
Our  ladies  aid  society,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  five  members,  quilted  twelve 
quilts  and  made  several  aprons.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  this  work  were  distributed 
among  home  missions,  the  white  gift  offer- 
ing, the  Thanksgiving  offering,  the  Kulp 
children  fund,  and  the  women's  national 
project.  The  first  Sunday  of  each  month 
is  designated  as  missionary  Sunday.  The 
offering  for  that  Sunday  is  given  to  mis- 
sions. The  opening  exercises  often  center 
around  a  particular  missionary  project. 
On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  next  three 
months,  the  loose  offerings  of  the  church, 
as  well  as  the  Sunday-school  offerings,  will 
go  to  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  for 
missions.  Our  Thanksgiving  offering 
amounted  to  over  $2,500.  On  Dec.  4  Bro. 
Joseph  M.  Worrell  was  installed  as  a  life 
member  of  the  deacon  board  by  our  elder, 
William  I.  Book.— Mary  Kirk  Spence,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Virginia 

Fairfax. — Paul  Bowman  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  deacon  by  our  church  council. 
At  our  father  and  son  banquet  on  Dec.  2 
Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller  delivered  the  ad- 
dress. Bro.  H.  L.  Alley  presented  an  illus- 
trated lecture  on  India  on  Dec.  4.  The 
Christmas  story  was  presented  in  music 
and  pageant  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18  by 
the  children.  The  Fairfax  choral  club,  in 
co-operation  with  our  church  choir,  pre- 
sented a  Christmas  cantata,  The  Heavenly 
Child,  on  Dec.  26.  In  addition  to  the  prep- 
aration of  clothing  for  relief,  our  women's 
work  has  been  active  in  raising  funds  by 
sales  and  by  freewill  cash  offerings.  Dur- 
ing 1949  donations  to  Bridgewater  College, 
the  goat  and  heifer  project  and  the  Broth- 
erhood Fund  amounted  to  more  than  $200 
and  approximately  $950  was  put  into  the 
building  fund  for  our  new  church. — Bar- 
bara J.  Miller,  Arlington,  Va. 

Front  Royal. — Members  of  our  church 
worked  with  members  of  other  churches 
in  the  community  in  taking  a  religious  cen- 
sus of  the  area,  which  was  followed  by  a 
visitation  evangelism  campaign.    Our  Sun- 
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lief.  Material  aid  has  been  given  to  sev- 
eral local  families,  two  of  whom  lost  their 
homes  by  fire.  Our  morning  services  have 
been  broadcast  over  a  local  radio  station 
for  the  months  of  November,  December 
and  half  of  January.  Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober 
attended  the  spiritual  life  institute  at 
Bridgewater  Jan.  2-6.  We  are  studying 
the  India  mission  field  at  our  midweek 
services.  During  February  the  study  will 
be  on  church  doctrines. — Mrs.  C.  E.  Bow- 
man, Roanoke,  ya. 

Timberville. — Our  women  sponsored  the 
packing  of  towel  packages  again  and  sent 
twenty-eight  for  relief.  They  are  regularly 
sending  gifts  of  clothing,  foods  and  CARE 
packages  to  a  family  in  Europe.  They  meet 
once  a  month  and  have  a  fully  organ- 
ized women's  work  organization  under  the 
capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  Paul  Bowman. 
During  the  last  year  they  have  made  over 

Name    $900  and  have  spent  over  $400  of  that  for 

permanent  equipment  in  the  kitchen,  have 

R.  D.  or   St given  $25  for  mattresses  to  Camp  Bethel, 

$50   for   our   district   project   and   $200   to 

P.  O Zone  State  the  national  project.  They  have  also  united 

with  the   men's   organization   in   sponsor- 
Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       ing   a   75%    Messenger   club.    During   the 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address:  past  year  we  have  had  a  10%  increase  in 

Sunday-school   attendance   and   a   12%   in- 

^_^^^^^^_^^^^^^__^^^^^^_^^^^^_________^_^_^^____^_^_^^_^_^_       crease  in  church   attendance.    A  building 

committee  has  been  authorized  to  study 
our  needs  and  to  begin  to  formulate  plans 
of  action  for  increasing  the  present  build- 
ing to  meet  the  growing  needs.  During 
the  last  quarter  the  adult  department  of 
the  Sunday  school  has  sponsored  a  special 
study  of  the  distinctive  beliefs  of  various 
denominations.  On  different  Sundays  we 
had  visiting  leaders  from  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  church,  the  Methodist 
church  and  the  Baptist  church,  who  dis- 
cussed their  own  beliefs.  We  have  spent 
three  Sundays  on  the  distinctive  beliefs  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  ably  interpret- 
ed by  our  elder,  Bro.  Bowman.  Our  chil- 
dren's choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Benny  Knupp,  continues  to  be  an  asset 
to  our  worship  services.  They  sing  for  us 
every  second  Sunday  as  a  special  feature 
of  the  worship  service.  We  have  also  or- 
ganized an  adult  choir  recently.  Our  junior 
league  was  reorganized  in  the  fall  with  the 
children  assuming  cabinet  responsibilities. 
— Dove  Miller,  Timberville,  Va. 

Valley  Bethel. — Four  of  our  young  peo- 
ple attended  the  district  rally  at  Middle 
River.  A  Thanksgiving  service  was  held 
on  Nov.  27  following  Sunday  school.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eustis  Bussard  celebrated  their 
twenty-fifth  wedding  anniversary  on  Dec. 
4.  Our  Christmas  program  was  presented 
on  Christmas  Eve.  On  Dec.  16  Bro.  Ed- 
ward K.  Ziegler  gave  an  interesting  talk 
and  showed  slides  on  India.  The  same 
evening  Nancy  Flory  talked  to  those  in- 
terested in  children's  work  and  showed  us 
some  new  material  for  children.  Four  of 
our  members  attended  the  spiritual  life  in- 
stitute at  Bridgewater. — Genie  Bussard, 
Bolar,  Va. 


day  school  is  sponsoring  a  100%  Messen- 
ger club,  which  includes  a  subscription  for 
our  local  hospital.  Bro.  John  T.  Glick  of 
Bridgewater  held  our  revival,  closing  with 
our  love  feast.  This  was  the  second  love 
feast  held  in  our  mission  church.  During 
the  past  year  nine  members  were  received 
by  letter  and  ten  by  baptism  and  one  is 
awaiting  the  rite.  A  one-week  music 
school  was  conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  J. 
A.  Fitzwater.  Mrs.  Leslie  Fox  Keyser,  ele- 
mentary supervisor  of  county  schools, 
conducted  a  week's  training  school  in  our 
church.  Four  of  our  Sunday-school  classes 
sent  friendship  packets  to  New  Windsor. 
The  CBYF  has  been  sponsoring  the  bulle- 
tins for  our  morning  church  services.  They 
also  paid  twenty  dollars  on  the  building 
fund.  Slide  pictures  will  be  shown  every 
two  weeks  during  the  winter  months.  They 
also  conducted  the  morning  services  while 
our  pastor  was  in  a  revival  meeting  at  Ft. 
Seybert,  W.  Va.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
monthly  in  the  homes  of  members  and 
friends.  The  aid  sent  150  pounds  of  used 
clothing  to  New  Windsor  and  several  pack- 
ages direct  to  a  family  in  Germany.  The 
ladies  added  $370  to  the  building  fund.  The 
ladies'  aid  and  the  men's  group  each  con- 
tributed five  dollars  to  the  community  rec- 
reation association.  Several  of  the  men  at- 
tended the  district  banquet.  Bro.  A.  R. 
Showalter  and  his  wife  were  speakers  at 
our  family  night  services.  We  decided  to 
build  a  new  church  building  and  Bro. 
Deardorff  was  authorized  to  draw  up  the 
plans.  Our  interest  here  is  increasing. — 
Mrs.  Dewitt  H.  Witmore,  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Jones  Chapel. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  the  second  Saturday  evening  in  No- 
vember with  Bro.  Sweitzer  of  Ridgeway 
assisting.  The  Sunday  school  presented  a 
Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
22.  A  new  heating  system  has  recently 
been  installed  in  our  church.  The  women 
donated  a  new  coat  of  paint  for  the  Sun- 
day school.  At  a  recent  business  meeting 
Bro.  L..  A.  Bowman,  our  pastor,  was  also 
appointed  elder  and  it  was  disclosed  that 
twenty-two  people  had  come  into  the 
church  during  the  past  year.  A  shower, 
sponsored  by  the  women's  group  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Jan.  6  for  a  neighborhood 
family  whose  home  burned  recently.  Many 
useful  gifts  of  food  and  donations  of  money 
were  presented  to  the  unfortunate  family. 
— Ruth  H.  Turner,  Martinsville,  Va. 

Laurel  Branch. — We  met  in  council  on 
Jan.  22.  One  certificate  of  membership  was 
received  and  one  was  granted.  Twelve 
persons  were  added  to  our  church  by 
baptism  on  Nov.  5  as  the  result  of  a 
series    of    meetings    conducted    by    Bro. 


Rufus  McDannel.  Our  church  will  be  host 
to  a  children's  workshop  for  all  children's 
workers  of  the  district  on  Feb.  24-26.  The 
Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely  under 
the  guidance  of  Bro.  Clarence  Weeks.  A 
committee  of  five  was  chosen  to  secure  new 
benches  for  our  church. — Julia  Reed,  Floyd, 
Va. 

Mason  Cove. — Mrs.  Annie  Thomas  direct- 
ed our  Christmas  program  and  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Greenway  recited  Annie's  and  Willie's 
Prayer  as  a  story  for  the  children.  We 
think  our  Bible  class  has  been  successful 
in  helping  the  young  people  and  the  chil- 
dren. The  Bible  class  sings  special  num- 
bers at  both  morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices. We  had  as  our  guest  speaker  on  Jan. 
22  Bro.  Beahm.  Our  sympathies  go  out 
to  Mrs.  Yeatts  and  Mrs.  Deeds  in  the  loss 
of  their  fathers. — Mrs.  Bertha  Hale,  Salem, 
Va. 

Roanoke,  Ninth  Street.— Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp 
of  Kittanning,  Pa.,  held  our  revival.  Six 
persons  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  A  cherub  and  junior  choir  has 
been  organized  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Margie  Garst.  The  Bridgewater  clerical 
chorus,  directed  by  Philip  E.  Trout,  pre- 
sented a  program  of  music  on  Dec.  4.  The 
senior  choir  presented  its  program  of 
Christmas  music  at  the  evening  service  on 
Dec.  18.  On  Christmas  Eve  the  young 
people  went  caroling,  returning  to  the 
church  at  11:30  to  present  a  Christmas 
play.  About  fourteen  baskets  of  groceries 
were  given  to  needy  families  at  Christmas 
time.  The  women  of  the  church  meet 
each  Wednesday  to  quilt  and  sew  for  re- 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  April 

The  Gospel  and  Our  World 

by  Georgia  Harkness 

Both  penetrating  and  provocative,  this  is  a  clear  and  concise  analysis 
of  the  state  of  our  churches  today — and  a  compelling  statement  of 
what  they  must  do  to  link  the  Christian  faith  to  the  needs  of  the 


common  man. 


Copies  of  The  Gospel  and  Our  World  will 
be  mailed  to  members  of  the  Brethren 
Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  on 
April  10. 

Regular  price,  $1.50;  to  Brethren  ministers.  $1.20 
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Crosses   in    the    Garden   oi    the    Gods    at  the  scene  oi  the  Easter  sunrise  service 


EMPTY    CROSSES 


THREE  crosses  stand  empty  here  against  the  darkened  sky.  They  are  located  amidst 
the  startling  beauty  of  the  Garden  of  the  Gods  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 
At  Easter  time  each  year,  these  giant  rocks  echo  back  the  Hallelujahs  of  Handel's 
Messiah   while   the   rays  of  the   rising   sun   creep  into  the  crevices   between   the   rocks. 

We  are  glad  that  on  a  cross  like  this  central  one  "the  price  was  paid,  salvation 
is  free." 

But  do  we  consider  it  too  free?  Have  we  made  Christianity  too  easy?  Have 
some  of  the  world's  difficulties  come  upon  us  because  we,  in  our  day,  leave  the 
crosses  empty? 

"Take    up   thy   cross   and   follow    me." 


Gospel  Messenger  AROUND    THE    WORLD 

"Thy  Kingdom  Come" 
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28. 
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Fifteen  representatives  each  from 
Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden  and  Fin- 
land will  meet  at  Helsinki  in  August. 
It  is  the  occasion  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Scandinavian  Peace  Con- 
gress, which  links  the  pacifist  so- 
cieties in  all  four  countries. 

Girl  Scouts  celebrated  the  an- 
niversary of  the  founding  of  then* 
organization  on  March  12  by  con- 
tributing to  the  Juliette  Lows  World 
Friendship  Fund.  This  fund  will  be 
used  for  international  camps  and 
conferences,  for  food,  clothing  and 
gifts  to  those  who  need  them,  and 
for  exchange  of  leaders  and  Scouts. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Schmitt  of  Germany, 
ex-chairman  of  the  WN  (former 
victims  of  nazism),  protested  against 
any  remilitarization  of  that  country 
at  a  big  meeting  organized  by  the 
association.  He  also  recommended 
that  the  governments  of  the  eastern 
and  western  zones  include  in  their 
constitutions  a  declaration  that  the 
country  would  never  again  wage 
war. 

A  counseling  service  for  the  aged 
is  being  worked  out  by  a  committee 
representing  the  Federal  Council, 
Catholic  Charities,  National  Luther- 
an Council  and  Council  of  Jewish 
Federations  and  Welfare  Funds.  One 
of  the  goals  of  the  service  will  be 
to  stimulate  constructive  action 
through  the  development  of  methods 
and  resources  for  meeting  the  needs 
of  older  persons  and  for  providing 
opportunities  for  their  continued 
participation  in  social  and  economic 
life. 


To  counteract  the  divorce  rate 
fifty-seven  divorcees  banded  to- 
gether into  an  organization  called 
Divorcees  Anonymous.  Meeting  once 
a  week,  they  discuss  methods  of  pre- 
venting divorce  and  hold  conferences 
with  men  and  women  who  want 
help.  Since  its  beginning  last  Sep- 
tember the  organization  has  pre- 
vented at  least  twenty-five  separa- 
tions. 

James  O.  Supple,  religion  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times,  received 
an  award  from  the  Commission  on 
Human  Relations  of  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago. The  citation  said  that  the 
newspaperman  "has  reported  the 
constructive  activities  of  all  religious 
groups  with  honesty  and  fairness, 
has  given  proper  emphasis  to  the 
activities  of  these  groups  in  inter- 
group  relations,  and  in  his  dealings 
with  all  racial,  religious  and  ethnic 
groups  has  fulfilled  the  highest  dem- 
ocratic ideals." 

An  appeal  for  "a  gigantic  new 
effort  for  peace"  was  made  recently 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
The  council  called  upon  the  nations 
of  the  world  to  renew  negotiations 
to  break  the  present  deadlock  over 
international  control  of  atomic  ener- 
gy. "Man's  rebellion  against  his 
Creator  has  reached  such  a  point," 
the  statement  said,  "that,  unless 
stayed,  will  bring  self-destruction 
upon  him.  Let  each  ponder  .  .  . 
how  far  his  own  action  or  attitude 
contributes  to  the  danger  of  world 
suicide,  and  what  he  must  do  to  pre- 
vent it,  and  to  bring  the  nations  to 
understand  and  serve  one  another." 


Local  Option  Election  Results 

Twelve  hundred  thirty-one  local  option  elections  were  reported  held 
in  727  governmental  units  (54  counties,  375  cities  and  towns,  298  townships 
and  other  units)  in  22  states  during  1949,  with  the  following  results: 
403  elections  held  in  DRY  units  went  DRY — no  change 
118  elections  held  in  WET  units  went  DRY — Dry  gain  in  20  county  and  98 

other  unit  elections 
100  elections  went  DRY — former  status  not  given 

621  elections — total  DRY  in  42  county,  268  city  and  town,  and  311  other 
unit  elections 

454  elections  held  in  WET  units  went  WET — no  change 
61  elections  held  in  DRY  units  went  WET — Wet  gain  in  5  county,  20  city 

and  town,  and  35  other  unit  elections 
93  elections  went  WET — former  status  not  given 

608  elections — Total  WET  in  12  county,  310  city  and  town,  and  286  other 
unit  elections 
2  elections — TIE 

The  best  estimates  indicate  that  28,035  local  option  elections  have  been 
held  since  repeal,  of  which  the  drys  won  16,739. 


From  a  Perry  picture 

'Pilate  saith  unto  them.  What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  which  is  called  Christ?  They  all  say  unto  him,  let 

him  be  crucified" 


The  Prevailing  Voice 


ALL  of  us  are  conscious  of 
what  people  say.  We 
quickly  learn  to  gauge  our 
lives  according  to  the  group  with 
whom  we  live.  There  are  voices 
today  to  which  we  hearken  just 
as  did  Pontius  Pilate,  confronted 
by  the  innocent  Christ  and  the 
scheming  plotters  of  his  destruc- 
tion. The  pressure  is  on  each  of 
us  to  listen  to  voices  that  would 
prevail  against  us.  "They  all  say 
this"  or  "they  all  say  that."  So 
it  was  with  Pilate. 

Jesus  had  been  betrayed  by 
his  friends,  brought  before  a  mid- 
night session  of  the  hierarchy  on 
trumped-up  charges,  and  at  last 
he  stood  before  Pilate,  the  gov- 


Jacob  F.  Replogle 

Pastor,  First  Church,  Baltimore,  Maryland 


ernor.  Only  once  did  he  open  his 
mouth  in  his  own  defense  and 
that  to  acknowledge  the  king- 
ship of  the  Jews.  The  chief 
priests  and  elders  heaped  abuse 
and  false  accusations  upon  this 
innocent  man. 

Certainly  Pilate  saw  through 
it.  He  knew  that  for  envy  they 
had  brought  the  Christ  before 
him.  He  marveled  at  the  poise 
and  silence  of  Jesus.  Beyond  a 
doubt  he  was  not  guilty  of  any 
crime.  He  would  release  him. 
At  this  time  every  year  the  gov- 


ernment gave  one  prisoner  his 
freedom.  There  was  a  despicable 
character,  uncouth,  unkempt, 
vulgar.  Pilate  would  give  the 
people  their  choice  in  this  odd 
and  extreme  comparison.  It 
would  be  Jesus  the  Christ  or 
Barabbas.  Surely  they  would 
choose  Jesus.  It  was  the  only 
sensible  choice.  Even  Pilate's 
wife  advised  him  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  just  man.  But  the 
people's  voices  prevailed.  "Give 
us  Barabbas!"  But  what  about 
this  innocent  man?  "They  all  say 
unto  him,  'Let  him  be  cruci- 
fied!' " 
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So  Pilate,  willing  to  content 
the  people,  urged  that  Jesus  be 
publicly  flogged  and  released. 
But  they  all  said,  "Crucify  him." 
And  the  voices  prevailed.  In 
mock  purification,  Pilate  public- 
ly washed  his  hands  of  the  whole 
matter  and  condemned  Christ  to 
death. 

That's  the  old,  old  story  but 
it  is  as  up  to  date  as  you  and  I. 
For,  day  after  day,  we  too  must 
stand  in  the  judgment  hall  of 
our  consciences  and  decide  whose 
voice  prevails,  whether  to  listen 
to  what  they  all  say  or  whether 
to  hearken  unto  the  voice  of 
God. 

After  all,  who  are  the  "they" 
of  "they  all  say"?  Everybody 
has  accepted  this  or  whatever 
it  may  be.  We  have  taken  our 
own  Gallup  polls  and  then  de- 
clare, "They  all  say."  But  the 
"they"  are  not  all  the  people  but 
only  the  few  we  know  or  read 
about  or  with  whom  we  have 
contact.  What  "they  all  say"  has 
often  been  overriding  what  we 
know  to  be  right. 

Christ  has  made  his  mind  clear 
and  plain  for  our  day.  He  has 
summed  it  up  in  his  great  com- 
mandments: God  must  be  first 
and  we  must  deal  with  our  neigh- 
bors as  we  deal  with  ourselves. 
It  is  hard  sometimes  for  us  to 
see  that  what  Christ  said  and 
what  they  all  say  may  be  differ- 
ent, may  be  in  conflict.  The  song 
of  a  few  years  ago,  "Everybody's 
doing  it,  everybody's  doing  it 
now,"  prevails  in  our  ears  as 
over  against  the  still  small  voice 
of  God  whispering  to  our  minds 
and  hearts.  And  we  seem  to  be 
as  helpless  as  Pilate  before  the 
mass  mind,  before  what  "they  all 
say." 

For  example,  many  have  ac- 
cepted the  standard  of  liquor. 
"They  all  say"  a  few  drinks  will 
not  hurt  you.  "They  all  say"  you 
must  serve  cocktails  at  your  par- 
ties and  receptions.  This  day 
somewhere  in  this  city  a  father 
has  let  the  voice  of  his  associates 
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prevail  against  the  pleadings  of 
a  distressed  daughter  in  Illinois 
seeking  him.  This  morning  a 
young  husband  has  been  lured  by 
what  "they  all  say"  to  leave 
home  and  loved  ones  because  he 
allowed  ill-chosen  voices  to  pre- 
vail in  his  life. 

The  morality  of  the  crowd 
mind  is  in  opposition  to  the  di- 
vine mind.  And  you  must  choose 
which  voice  shall  prevail.  "They 
all  say"  it  is  all  right  to  have 
extramarital  relations.  "They  all 
say"  it  is  O.K.  to  play  fast  and 
loose.  But  Christ  in  no  uncertain 
terms  declares  that  to  look  upon 
another  and  to  lust  after  her  is 
sin. 

In  gambling,  "they  all  say"  a 
little  friendly  game  will  not  mat- 
ter. Or  everybody  goes  to  bingo 
parties,  places  little  bets  and  the 
like.  How  the  heart  of  Christ 
must  break,  even  as  in  the  judg- 
ment hall  of  Pilate,  as  he  sees 
his  children  and  even  his  church 
succumbing  to  what  "they  all 
say"  or  do. 

The  denial  of  equality  to  other 
races,  peoples  and  creeds  stems 
from  the  evil  of  accepting  the 
bigoted  crowd  mind.  In  a  parody 
of  the  popular  song  of  yesterday, 


Happiness 

Blanche  Wolflcill 

Hagerstown,  Maryland 

What  is  happiness? 

It  is  but  a  theme  oi  joy. 

Unuttered,  unexpressed. 

With  mind  uncluttered,  free  as  air. 

To  catch  and  hold  the  royal  fare 

That  deeds  of  kindness,  acts  of 

love. 
Examples  from  the  One  above. 
Provide  and  fill  to  overflowing 
Our  cup  of  life,  for  this  day's  know- 
ing. 

What  is  happiness? 
It  is  but  a  way  of  life. 
Open  to  all  who  seek. 
But  self-denial,  the  open  heart 
Must  of  this  way  be  such  a  part 
That  Self  can  never  even  see 
The  vain  desires  it  constantly 
Is  wishing  for,  and  will  instead 
Be  satisfied  with  daily  bread. 


well  may  we  test  the  voices  we 
hear.  "Is  it  true  what  they  say 
about  Dixie?"  Is  it  true  what 
they  say  about  Russia?  Is  it 
true  what  they  say  about  Ne- 
groes? Is  it  true  what  they  say 
about  white  folks?  Is  it  true 
what  they  say  about  Jews? 
About  Gentiles?  About  Catho- 
lics? 

Yes,  even  in  religion,  many 
will  accept  what  "they  say." 
People  do  not  like  religious  fer- 
vour, so  do  not  be  a  fanatic. 
Everybody  knows  you  need  to  go 
to  church  only  at  Christmas  and 
at  Easter.  They  say  all  you  need 
to  do  is  have  your  name  on  the 
church  roll  and  you  will  be 
saved.  Ah,  but  will  you?  Jesus 
said,  "Not  everyone  that  saith 
Lord,  Lord,'  shall  enter  the  king- 
dom Of  heaven  but  he  that  doeth 
the  will  of  my  Father  in  heaven. 
Blessed  is  he  who  heareth  my 
words  and  doeth  them,  I  will 
liken  him  unto  a  wise  man, 
which  built  his  house  upon  a 
rock,  and  the  storms  of  life  beat 
upon  that  house  and  it  stood, 
for  it  was  built  upon  a  rock." 
The  voice  of  God  had  prevailed. 

Look  again  at  the  voices  that 
spoke  to  Pilate  that  day.  Were 
they  the  unbiased,  the  calm  and 
deliberate  opinion  of  trustworthy 
men?  Far  from  that.  They  were 
the  voices  of  false  witnesses,  of 
cunning  and  crafty  bigots  seek- 
ing only  their  own  spoil,  of  mob 
intelligence  whipped  up  into  a 
frenzy.  These  were  they  who 
said,  "Crucify  him!"  So  it  is  to- 
day. The  voices  that  would  pre- 
vail in  our  lives  are  those  that 
seek  to  pull  us  down  to  the  crowd 
mind  and  level. 

Well,  where  does  this  "they  all 
say"  standard  lead?  Look  again 
at  Pilate.  He,  himself,  found  no 
fault  with  Christ  but  because  the 
incited  mob  called,  because  they 
said,  "Crucify  him!  Crucify 
him!"  their  voice  prevailed.  He 
did  not  have  the  moral  strength 
to  buck  the  crowd,  to  stand  out 
for  right  and  justice  against  what 
they  said,  against  what  he  knew 
was  wrong  and  a  miscarriage  of 


law.  The  result  of  listening  to 
what  they  all  said  ended  in  mor- 
al cowardice,  crucifixion  of  truth 
and  righteousness  and  personal 
oblivion.  Not  long  after,  cruel 
and  heartless  as  he  was,  he  was 
deposed  before  his  Roman  em- 
peror. Oblivion  swallowed  him, 
and  he  came  to  the  end  by  tak- 
ing his  own  life.  Yes,  Pilate  was 
on  trial  that  day,  not  Christ. 
Pilate's  doom  was  sealed,  for  he 
let  false  voices  prevail. 

There  is  a  way  to  resist  what 
they  all  say,  my  friend.  The 
cross  is  the  symbol  of  life  that 
would  not  give  up  to  the  crowd 
mind.  Christ  chose  to  die  rather 
than  to  play  false  with  what  he 
knew  was  the  voice  and  the  will 
of  God.   For  a  moment  it  seems 


what  they  all  say  conquers,  but 
Truth    forever    on    the    scaffold, 
wrong  forever  on  the  throne, — 
Yet    that    scaffold   sways    the   fu- 
ture, and,  behind  the  dim  un- 
known, 
Standeth  God  within  the  shadow, 
keeping  watch  above  his  own. 
It  may  be  that  the  only  way 
to    go    against   the    crowd   may 
again  be  to  go  to  a  cross.   If  the 
voice  that  prevails  in  your  heart 
be  God's,  you  may  have  to  go 
to  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  ask 
forgiveness  for  hearkening  to  the 
voices  of  the  past,  then  pray  for 
grace  and  strength  that  the  voice 
of  truth,  purity,  love  and  right- 
eousness might  prevail  in  your 
life.     For    this,    the    cross    was 
given. 

Truly  in  our  day,  as  in  the 


days  of  old,  that  cross  is  as  the 
shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land.  There,  in  the  shad- 
ows of  that  eternal  pillar,  there 
in  coolness  and  calmness  from 
the  heat  and  passion  of  the  day. 
There  under  the  shadow  of  that 
rock  are  the  tender  green  shoots 
of  moral  firmness.  The  cross,  as 
that  rock,  checks  the  drifting 
sands  of  the  world  and  holds 
back  what  they  all  say  as  the 
drift  would  engulf  us.  That  cross 
acts  as  the  eternal  sounding- 
board,  catching  the  many  voices 
of  the  world  and  so  muting  them 
that  the  Word  that  became  flesh, 
even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
might  be  heard.  Hearken  unto 
this  voice  for  it  would  prevail 
in  every  heart  and  mind. 


EDITORIAL 


Kings   and    Palm    Sunday 

AN  ARTIST,  catching  the 
real  spirit  of  Palm  Sunday, 
painted  a  picture  of  what 
might  have  occurred  at  the  Je- 
rusalem city  gate  on  that  long- 
ago  Palm  Sunday. 

The  artist  saw  two  kings  meet- 
ing in  the  narrow  gateway  space 
and  two  groups  of  followers  in- 
termingling and  jostling. 

One  king,  Pilate,  was  carried 
in  a  royal  litter  supported  on  the 
shoulders  of  stalwart  African 
slaves.  He  was  lifted  above  the 
heads  of  the  crowd;  in  luxurious 
ease  he  reclined  and  looked  con- 
descendingly and  disdainfully 
down  upon  his  subjects  and  serv- 
ants. He  was  followed  by  danc- 
ing young  men  and  maidens  who 
sang  his  praises  or  blew  upon 
timbrels  to  acclaim  him.  Elabo- 
rate palm  fans  waved  over  him. 
Military  men  surrounded  him  to 
keep  "the  rabble"  from  brushing 
against  his  royal  presence. 
Spears  attested  his  power  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  exer- 
cised it. 


The  other  King  rode  on  a  small 
burro.  He  was  not  lifted  above 
the  crowd  but  was  tightly  en- 
meshed among  them;  with  them 
he  was  thrust  back  against  the 
wall  to  make  way  for  the  officers 
of  the  state. 

He  did  not  look  down  from  a 
royal  bed  upon  subjects  and 
servants;  rather  he  looked  out 
over  the  heads  of  the  poor  and 
the  suffering  as  one  who  would 
serve  them.  As  he  entered  the 
city  those  whom  he  loved  and 
had  served  were  proclaiming 
him  a  king  but  they  did  not 
understand  the  manner  or  the 
character  of  his  kingship.  He 
was  set  to  serve  them  further — 
even  to  die  for  them  within  the 
week.  But  they  would  not  be 
able  to  comprehend  that  kind  of 
a  king.  Their  cries  of  acclaim 
would  presently  become  shouts 
of  condemnation. 

So  two  kings  passed  each  other 
in  the  gate.  One  looked  down 
upon  the  populace  in  disdain. 
Before  the  week  ended  he  would 
send  the  other  king  to  the  death 
of  a  criminal. 


The  other  King  looked  up  in 
love.  Teardrops  were  still  on 
his  cheeks,  tears  he  had  shed  for 
this  ostentatious  king  and  for  all 
the  other  people  in  this  hilltop 
city.  "O,  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem," 
he  had  wept,  "how  often  I  would 
have  saved  you,  but  you  would 
not!" 

Humbly  he  would  go  to  the 
cross  at  the  command  of  the  state 
king.  But  in  the  very  act  he 
would  reveal  the  extent  and  the 
timelessness  of  his  kingship. 

State  kings  and  state  rulers 
have  come  and  gone  since  then. 
In  a  long  succession  Pilates  have 
risen  and  fallen.  Many  of  them 
have  smiled  condescendingly  up- 
on the  church  and  the  things  for 
which  it  stood.  But  soon  they 
were  gone  and  their  kingdoms 
presently  passed  away  also. 

The  kings  still  meet  in  the 
gates. 

"Love,"  says  one,  "is  the  way." 

"Bombs,"  says  the  other,  "are 
surer  and  better." 

Across  the  rubble  of  crumbled 
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kingdoms  the  King  of  truth  and 
of  love  marches  on.  For  he  is 
the  King  of  life.  And  to  his  king- 
dom there  can  be  no  end. 

"But  I  Say  Unto  You" 

JESUS  was  not  afraid  to  pro- 
claim new  truth.  He  did  not 
deny  old  truth  or  cross  it  off; 
he  simply  enfolded  it,  accepted 
it  and  went  beyond  it. 

The  things  Jesus  asked  his  fol- 
lowers to  do  were  always  harder 
than  the  things  they  had  been 
asked  to  do  up  to  that  time.  For 
instance,  they  had  been  told  to 
love  their  friends  and  hate  their 
enemies.  Jesus  took  them  a  long 
step  ahead  of  that  when  he  said, 
"Love  your  enemies."  To  most 
of  them  it  did  not  make  sense. 
Even  to  forgive  their   enemies 


they  thought  was  very  difficult. 
A  man  should  hardly  be  asked 
to  do  that  indefinitely.  Peter 
thought  that  seven  times  would 
be  enough  for  a  man  to  forgive 
an  enemy. 

But  Jesus  said  in  effect,  "Keep 
on  doing  it  forever!"  Not  only 
must  you  forgive  him,  you  must 
learn  to  love  him. 

Even  yet  that  seems  an  impos- 
sible thing.  But  Jesus  sets  it  as 
our  goal. 

He  not  only  set  a  difficult  goal 
concerning  love;  he  set  many 
other  goals  just  as  hard.  We 
must  not  be  impure  in  our  minds. 
We  must  not  think  improperly 
even  in  privacy  or  in  the  dark. 

We  must  grow  big  if  we  would 
be  followers  of  Jesus.  "But  I  say 
unto  you,  'you  must  keep  on 
growing.' " 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Just  Feeling  Futile 

1  he  telephone  jangled  and  Mary 
answered  it.  "Hello.  Mary,  How  are 
you?" 

"I'm  feeling  mighty  futile  just 
now.     How  are  you  feeling?" 

"I'm  just  sitting  here  feeling 
futile  too." 

"I  guess  it  wouldn't  be  so  bad  for 
you  and  me  to  feel  futile,  Jane,  but 
Bob  has  begun  to  feel  futile  too  and 
he  tells  me  that  the  people  he  works 
with  are  also  beginning  to  manifest 
a  defeatist  feeling." 

"What  causes  this  futile  feeling  to 
sweep  over  our  town,  Mary?" 

"Well,  these  continuous  strikes 
certainly  help  to  get  it  right  down 
into  our  dooryard,  Jane.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  coal  strike.  We  were 
out  of  coal  and  we  could  get  only  a 
little  more  at  a  time.  One  evening 
we  broke  up  some  of  our  old  furni- 
ture to  burn  and  the  next  evening 
we  shoveled  some  twigs  and  sticks 
out  from  under  the  snow  which  we 
didn't  get  around  to  making  a  bon- 
fire out  of  last  fall.  Now  that  the 
coal  strike  is  ended  we  hear  that 
other  industries  will  strike  for  simi- 
lar benefits. 

"If  there  were  some  good  reason 
for  industrial  strife  which  we  could 
understand,    perhaps    we    wouldn't 

6  GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


feel  so  futile.  We  want  the  miners 
and  all  other  workers  to  have  every- 
thing that  belongs  to  them.  We  also 
would  like  for  owners  and  manage- 
ment to  feel  reasonably  sure  that 
their  interests  are  being  safeguarded. 
But  it  seems  to  us  that  there  should 
be  ways  in  a  civilized  country 
whereby  these  things  could  be 
worked  out  without  making  people 
cold  or  closing  churches  and  schools 
or  stopping  train  schedules  and 
generally  upsetting  the  whole  order 
of  things.  I  feel  that  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  do  better  than  we  are 
doing,  and  yet  I  know  of  no  place 
where  I  can  take  hold  to  help.  I 
guess  that  is  what  makes  me  feel 
so  futile. 

"But  forgive  me.  I  have  run  on  at 
great  length  and  I  didn't  intend  to; 
what  makes  you  feel  so  futile, 
Jane?" 

"Well,  some  of  the  same  things. 
The  coal  shortage  did  not  hurt  us 
much  for  we  heat  our  home  with 
gas.  But  there  are  other  things.  I 
have  just  been  reading  that  we  have 
eggs  stored  in  this  country  by  the 
millions  of  dozens  and  that  we  are 
storing  more.  Not  having  enough 
space  for  storage,  we  are  now  pro- 
cessing them  in  different  ways. 
England  needs  eggs  and  they  want 
to  buy.  I  hear  also  that  India  needs 
eggs  badly  and  that  they  would  buy 
all  we  have  at  a  reasonable  price.  But 


we  don't  know  how  to  sell.  It  would 
upset  the  economy  or  the  balance  of 
trade  or  something. 

"Then  there  are  potatoes.  We  are 
dumping  American  potatoes  and 
buying  from  Canada,  I  have  heard.  I 
know  there  are  many  people  in  our 
own  land  who  need  these  potatoes. 
There  are  some  even  in  our  own 
town.  And,  of  course,  there  are  mil- 
lions in  China,  Europe,  India,  Russia 
and  elsewhere  who  need  potatoes 
and  eggs. 

"I  wish  we  could  do  something 
about  these  things.  I  cannot  help 
remembering  that  we  live  under  a 
people's  government.  Maybe  that  is 
why,  as  one  of  the  people,  I  feel  so 
futile  when  I  cannot  seem  to  find 
any  place  to  take  hold. 

"You  would  think,  Mary,  that  a 
world  smart  enough  to  make  an 
atomic  bomb  ought  to  be  able  to 
discover  ways  to  get  surplus  eggs 
to  undernourished  children,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  wouldn't  you?" 

"Of  course  the  atomic  bomb  itself 
is  cause  for  a  feeling  of  futility,  isn't 
it,  Jane?" 

"Indeed  yes,  Mary.  No  one  really 
wants  to  make  the  bomb.  Everyone 
fears  it.  If  used,  it  will  mutilate  not 
armies,  but  civilians.  But  we  had 
better  not  discuss  that  now.  Even 
to  discuss  it  and  to  see  how  all  of  us, 
including  the  military,  would  like 
to  leave  off  manufacture,  but  ap- 
parently cannot,  only  adds  to  the 
futile  feeling  which  seems  to  be 
getting  us  down  today." 

"Jane,  how  can  we  escape  from 
futility?    Isn't  there  any  escape?" 

"I  think  there  is,  Mary.  In  fact,  I 
know  there  is.  It  lies  simply  in  ac- 
cepting the  principles  of  Christianity 
and  applying  them  to  personal  and 
national  life  and  conduct." 

"Bui  not  all  the  world  is  Christian, 
you  know?" 

"I  know  it,  but  all  people  have 
codes  of  decency  and  ideas  of  right 
and  wrong.  If  those  of  us  who  are 
Christian  would  live  up  to  our  Chris- 
tianity, don't  you  suppose  all  other 
peoples  would  respond  by  living  up 
to  their  higher  codes  too?  Perhaps 
we  could  get  a  civilized  world  that 
way." 

"Perhaps  it  would  work,  Jane.  We 
ought  to  try  it  at  least." 

"You  know,  Mary,  I  feel  a  bit 
better  now.  My  futile  feeling  is  not 
quite  as  intense.  I  think  we  will 
begin  by  being  more  decent  and 
Christian  within  our  own  family. 
Maybe  we  can  help  spread  it  from 
there." 

"We  will  work  at  it  too.  They  tell 
me  Christianity  and  uprightness  are 
catching!" 


HONESTLY  you  need  to  take 
and  read  your  church  pa- 
per. Judged  by  critics  not 
of  our  church  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger ranks  among  the  best  in 
the  nation.  In  content,  in  make- 
up, in  appearance  it  is  regarded 
as  tops.  If  you  would  be  in- 
formed regarding  what  the 
Brethren  are  doing  around  the 
world  the  Messenger  is  indis- 
pensable to  you.  Unless  you  are 
in  this  way  informed  how  can 
you  hope  to  be  transformed  in 
your  inner  life  and  heart? 

Also  you  need  to  read  the  Bi- 
ble every  day.  It  is  manna  to 
the  soul.  It  is  the  Word  of  God, 
the  Word  we  all  need  to  hear  and 
meditate  upon.  The  verse,  "As 
newborn  babes,  desire  the  sin- 
cere milk  of  the  word,  that  ye 
may  grow  thereby,"  has  always 
filled  my  soul  with  wonder  and 
joy.  For  are  we  not  all  spiritual 
babes  still?  Do  we  not  see 
through  a  glass  darkly?  Do  we 
not  still  know  only  in  part?  Yes, 
but  in  the  ages  to  come,  we  shall 
know  as  we  are  known  and  we 
shall  see  him  face  to  face.  Won- 
derful! 

We  need  to  worship  God  in 
the  spirit.  The  Master  urged  that 
"men  ought  always  to  pray  and 
not  to  faint."  Paul  said,  "Be 
anxious  for  nothing,  but  in  ev- 
erything by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion with  thanksgiving,  let  your 
requests  be  made  known  unto 
God,  and  the  peace  of  God  which 
passeth  all  understanding  shall 
keep  your  hearts  and  minds 
through  Christ  Jesus."  Wonder- 
ful advice!  Yet  many  of  us  do 
not  pray  at  all,  we  are  told,  and 
none  of  us  pray  half  as  much  as 
we  should.  If  one  does  not  love 
the  fellowship  of  the  Lord  here, 
how  can  he  hope  to  be  in  his 
fellowship  beyond  the  blue? 

We  need  to  testify  of  Christ 
always,  as  opportunity  offers. 
We  read  that  the  great  Antioch 
church  was  started  by  zealous 
laymen.  They  had  a  revival,  it 
appears,  even  before  an  ordained 
minister  came.  "The  hand  of  the 
Lord    was    with   them:     and    a 
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great  number  believed  and 
turned  to  the  Lord."  Barnabas 
and  Saul  came  later  and  "saw 
the  grace  of  God"  resting  upon 
them. 

Why  did  these  laymen  testify 
of  Christ?  They  had  an  experi- 
ence of  a  wonderful  Savior.  How 
could  they  keep  still?  They  told 
it  even  to  Gentiles.  The  Spirit 
of  God  rested  upon  them  clearly. 
I  wonder  why  lay  members  to- 
day allow  a  pastor  to  do  nearly 
all  the  work  of  a  church.  If  one 
has  a  genuine  experience  of 
God's  saving  grace  dare  he  keep 
still  and  be  a  mere  spectator? 

If  you  would  grow  in  the  di- 


vine life,  you  need  to  give  to 
God  "the  things  that  are  God's." 
I  refer  to  tithes  and  offerings, 
the  Old  Testament  standard. 
This  must  be  the  minimum  for 
us  Christians,  for  Jesus  always 
raised  the  standard  above  that 
of  the  Old  Testament,  you  recall. 
As  a  pastor  I  wish  to  assure 
every  reader  that  every  pastor 
desires  with  all  his  soul  your 
growth  in  the  divine  life.  Why 
does  he?  For  "they  watch  for 
your  souls  as  they  that  must  give 
account,  that  they  do  it  with  joy 
and  not  with  grief." 
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Whether  Doubt  or  Faith 


DOUBT  has  been  described 
as  uncertainty  of  mind.  It 
is  a  state  of  suspended 
judgment  owing  to  the  lack  of 
certain  knowledge  or  to  insuf- 
ficient facts.  Doubt  issues  in 
skepticism.  It  is  synonymous 
with  distrust,  hesitancy,  indeci- 
sion, incredulity  and  disbelief. 
It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that 
doubt  is  a  kind  of  omnibus  term 
used  to  cover  a  wide  sequence  of 
states  of  mind  running  from  hon- 
est questions  to  confirmed  skep- 
ticism. 

Doubt  has  its  legitimate  uses. 
It  is  a  stimulant  to  scientific  in- 
vestigation. Because  of  it  im- 
portant facts  are  uncovered. 
Doubt  as  to  the  adequacy  of  cer- 
tain conclusions  has  led  to  great 
discoveries.  The  child's  persist- 
ent why  and  the  older  person's 
wonder  about  the  problems  and 
mysteries  of  life  lead  on  into 
fuller  knowledge  of  the  truth. 
So  doubt  has  brought  many  se- 
cret things  to  light. 

But  doubt  also  has  its  abuses. 
When  it  issues  in  chronic  inde- 
cision the  result  may  be  a  nerv- 
ous and  frustrated  person,  per- 
haps a  superficial  attitude  toward 
life,  and  finally  a  settled  skepti- 
cism. Doubt  so  often  runs  to  fu- 
tile indecision  and  objection  that 
it  has  acquired  a  rather  unsavory 
reputation. 

The  weakness  of  doubt  lies  in 
the  fact  that  for  the  time  being 
it  tends  to  inhibit  the  ongoing 
program,  if  nothing  worse.  Thus 
if  I  fear  that  the  food  set  before 
me  will  not  agree  with  my  stom- 
ach, and  so  do  not  eat,  I  go  hun- 
gry. This  is  a  negative  program 
which  I  cannot  keep  up  indefi- 
nitely. Sooner  or  later  I  must 
find  what  I  think  is  the  proper 
food,  or  take  the  risks  and  eat 
what  is  set  before  me.  All  of 
life  is  much  like  that.   One  can 
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doubt  and  suspend  judgment  for 
a  time.  As  a  regular  procedure 
it  is  a  luxury  which  can  hardly 
be  indulged  indefinitely.  One 
must  eat  to  live;  one  must  act 
or  die.  I  cannot  sit  on  the  fence 
and  refuse  to  choose,  for  if  I  do 
my  very  default  becomes  a 
choice. 

1  he  world  was  never  a  very 
easy  place  in  which  to  live.  From 
the  very  first  men  were  aware  of 
a  kind  of  sword  of  Damocles 
hanging  over  their  heads  and 
threatening  their  very  existence. 
Hunger,  disease,  war  and  death 
have  taken  their  toll  in  strength 
and  life.  And  now,  as  though 
man  did  not  have  troubles 
enough,  he  has  contrived  to 
bring  the  threat  of  final  catastro- 
phe to  his  fingertips.  At  any 
moment,  so  we  are  made  to  un- 
derstand, some  irresponsible  or 
evil  person  can  touch  off  a  chain 
reaction  sufficient  to  blow  hu- 
manity into  kingdom  come.  Thus 
a  new  family  of  doubts  has  arisen 
to  test  the  spirit  of  man.  Will  he 
be  able  to  manage  this  terrible 
new  Frankenstein,  or  will  he 
have  his  way  with  us? 

Of  course,  this  is  not  the  first 
time  that  man  has  been  up 
against  the  terrible  alternative. 
What  he  must  have  faced  in  his 
dim  beginnings  one  can  only 
guess.  Recorded  history  tells  of 
profound  changes,  crises  and  ca- 
tastrophes which  seemed  at  the 
time  to  bring  him  to  the  very 
brink  of  destruction.  But  the  fact 
of  his  survival  is  a  matter  for  en- 
couragement. Let  us  take  it  as 
a  starting  point  for  a  review  of 
another  attitude  toward  life.  It 
is  the  very  opposite  of  doubt.  It 
is  the  attitude  of  faith. 

Now  faith  is  described  as  be- 
lief in  something  without  proof. 


We  read  that  it  is  a  conviction 
of  things  not  seen.  Faith,  is  syn- 
onymous with  assurance,  trust, 
confidence.  Like  doubt,  it  is  a 
kind  of  omnibus  term,  one  which 
has  its  uses  and  abuses.  For  ex- 
ample, there  is  the  blind  con- 
fidence of  those  who  follow  the 
blind  until  they  all  fall  in  the 
ditch.  At  the  other  extreme  are 
those  whose  acts  of  faith  are  the 
result  of  carefully  calculated 
risks.  They  proceed  into  the  un- 
known with  confidence  because 
they  have  weighed  values  and 
feel  that  they  have  chosen  wise- 
ly. Abraham  is  called  the  father 
of  the  faithful  and  his  act  of  leav- 
ing established  Ur  for  the  un- 
known lands  of  the  West  is  given 
as  an  example  of  faith.  We  would 
not  detract  from  the  glory  of  his 
choice.  However,  it  may  be 
pointed  out  that  what  we  know 
of  his  subsequent  life  indicates 
that  he  was  a  man  of  good  judg- 
ment, one  given  to  decisive  and 
effective  action  as  when  he  went 
to  the  rescue  of  captured  Lot.  It 
is  most  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  his  decision  to  leave  Ur  was 
not  a  thrust  in  the  dark,  but  a 
calculated  move  by  which  he  was 
convinced  he  could  gain.  "Faith 
is  the  assurance  of  things  hoped 
for"  in  the  sense  that,  glimpsing 
something  better,  one  decides  to 
make  the  supreme  effort  to  ob- 
tain it.  We  see  faith  exempli- 
fied in  the  actions  of  the  man 
who  found  hidden  treasure  in  a 
field.  He  hurried  to  sell  all  that 
he  had  in  order  that  in  one  su- 
preme financial  venture  he  might 
possess  that  field.  And  so  also 
for  the  merchantman  who  sold 
all  he  had  to  buy  the  pearl  of 
great  price. 

In  the  best  sense  faith  is  not 
something  fantastic  or  ill-con- 
sidered. Quite  the  contrary.  It 
is  action  based  on  judgments 
which  are  rational  and  convinc- 
ing. We  believe  that  the  position 


By  faith  has  man  taken  every  forward  step  in  his  prog- 
ress; by  faith  have  the  prophets  and  the  saints  suffered  and 
been  strengthened;  by  faith  the  farmer  sows  his  seed,  the 
searcher  looks  for  new  worlds  physically  and  spiritually. 


moves  from  one  realized  position 
to  another? 

Faith  is  soundly  rational  be- 
cause it,  too,  is  based  on  a  body 
of  experience  and  the  facts  which 
may  be  drawn  therefrom.  Take 
the  Eleventh  of  Hebrews  as  a 
sample  summary.  How  much 
have  the  centuries  added  since 
as  to  the  significance  of  faith! 
The  major  discoveries  in  science 
are  the  results  of  processes  of 
faith — the  careful  collection  of 
factual  materials,  the  study  and 
the  arrangement  of  the  same, 
then  tentative  interpretations, 
and  finally  the  authoritative 
word.  Now  what  we  know  of 
faith  itself,  and  of  its  workings, 
is  another  body  of  facts  eventua- 
ting in  a  science.  We  understand 
that  it  is  the  key  to  the  fullness 
of  life.  No  mighty  works  can  be 
done  except  there  be  faith  suffi- 
cient. He  who  takes  the  risks  of 
faith  is  the  one  who  advances 
from  objective  to  objective.  We 
not  only  learn  to  do  by  doing, 
but  we  also  discover  that  if  we 
do  not  start  we  never  get  started. 
Since  faith  works  let  us  see  how 
it  works  to  the  end  that  we  may 
be  more  effective  and  happy. 

In  the  present  world  prospect 
the  gloomy  outlook  seems  to 
counsel  doubt.  But  that  is  the 
Jeast  attractive  side  of  the  pic- 
ture. The  new  knowledge  which 
so  frightens  man  has  in  it  tre- 
mendous possibilities  for  good. 
Men  of  faith  will  accept  this 
challenge  and  concentrate  their 
efforts  in  the  constructive  fields. 
Shall  we  stay  in  the  dark  valley 
of  doubt,  or  shall  we  begin  to 
climb  the  hills  of  faith? 


Gordon  Palmquist 


of  faith  is  the  most  constructive 
and  sound  of  any  that  can  be 
taken.  It  is  constructive  because 
it  represents  deliberate  and  care- 
ful choice.  The  man  of  faith, 
with  Moses,  is  a  hardheaded  bar- 
gainer. He  looks  unto  the  recom- 
pense of  reward.  He  suffers  now 
in  view  of  greater  ultimate  gains. 
All  things  considered,  his  aim  is 
to  get  the  utmost  from  life.  Faith 


is  constructive  because  it  breaks 
the  bonds  of  indecision.  It  tends 
to  release  one's  powers.  The  man 
of  faith  usually  has  the  courage 
and  strength  of  ten.  Faith  is  con- 
structive because  it  issues  in  ac- 
tion and  the  flow  of  action  gives 
yet  more  courage  and  faith.  Does 
not  the  Master  suggest  that  there 
is  a  veritable  crescendo  of  things 
to  accomplish,  things  to  do  as  one 


"Therefore,  since  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  so  great  a  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses, let  us  lay  aside  every  weight, 
and  sin,  which  clings  so  closely,  and 
let  us  run  with  perseverance  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us,  looking  to  Jesus 
the  pioneer  and  perfecter  of  our 
faith"  (R.S.V.). 
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A  MATTER  OF  LIFE  OR  DEATH 


'HOW   OFT  SHALL  MY  BROTHER  TRESPASS   AGAINST   ME   AND   I  FORGIVE  HIM?' 


I  THINK  it  would  be  profitable 
for  Christians  to  examine  this 
text  more  closely,  not  with 
the  hope  that  we  will  ever  be 
able  to  fathom  its  unsearchable 
depths,  but  that  perhaps  we  may 
be  able  to  gain  a  more  practical 
understanding  of  it  and  its  un- 
derlying principles.  For  it  falls 
out  that  in  the  realm  of  everyday 
experience  it  is  easy  to  forgive 
those  whom  we  really  love,  or 
those  who  forgive  us.  It  seems 
purely  human  to  do  that,  for  in-k 
deed  all  humanity  does  it.  Nor 
is  it  a  hard  task  to  forgive  those 
who  in  ignorance  or  thoughtless- 
ness commit  some  trespass 
against  us,  once  we  are  con- 
vinced that  it  was  due  to  igno- 
rance or  thoughtlessness.  But 
once  our  egos  are  damaged,  once 
the  trespass  has  entered  into  the 
field  of  personal  relationships,  at 
once  our  humanity  fails  us,  and 
we  find  ourselves  floundering  in 
uncertainty.  We  have  more  diffi- 
culty with  personal  "forgive- 
ness" than  with  almost  every- 
thing else  combined. 

The  Christian  church  has  been 
constantly  plagued  by  the  demon 
of  unforgiveness.  Had  the  spirit 
of  forgiveness  been  fully  opera- 
tive in  the  lives  of  Christians,  as 
required  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
the  church  would  long  ago  have 
reached  the  land  of  its  dreams. 
But  view  with  me,  across  the 
years,  the  havoc  that  has  been 
wrought  among  the  churches, 
among  Brethren,  by  unforgive- 
ness growing  into  hatred  and 
vengeance.  Think  how,  had  the 
angel  of  forgiveness  been  per- 
mitted entrance  into  the  council 
chambers,  she  could  have  saved 
the  day  and  set  up  once  again 
the  banner  of  peace  and  good- 
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will.  Regret  sweeps  over  us 
when  we  think  of  the  goals  we 
lost,  the  heights  we  might  have 
won  but  didn't. 

Let  us  consider  the  personal 
implications  of  forgiveness.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  choice,  it  is  a 
matter  of  compulsion,  that  is,  if 
we  want  our  own  accounts 
cleared.  Jesus  commented  on  on- 
ly one  statement  of  the  prayer 
he  taught  his  disciples:  "For  if 
ye  forgive  not  men  their  tres- 


passes, neither  will  your  heaven- 
ly Father  forgive  you  your  tres- 
passes." Any  unforgiven  matter 
between  us  and  our  brother  con- 
stitutes an  impassable  barrier 
between  us  and  our  God.  And 
it  is  my  opinion  (based  upon 
Matt.  18,  and  Matt.  5:23-24)  that 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  waiting  until 
our  offending  brother  comes  and 
begs  forgiveness  but  for  our  own 
sakes,  as  well  as  that  of  our 
brother,  we  forgive  regardless  of 
whether  he  asks  it  or  not. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  field  in 
which  forgiveness  operates,  and 
the  extent  of  its  operation.  Con- 
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tained  in  the  question,  "How 
oft?"  is  the  suggestion  "Until 
seven  times."  Surely  seven 
times  would  be  sufficient.  Once 
had  been  exceeding  difficult;  sev- 
en times  was  a  tremendous 
stretch  of  the  flagging  will.  How 
glorious  our  church  and  commu- 
nity life  would  have  been  under 
many  circumstances,  had  we 
practiced  even  the  "seven  times 
philosophy"!  Many  heartaches 
would  have  been  avoided;  many 
imps  of  discord  and  contention 
would  have  been  put  to  flight 
before  they  had  time  even  to  ef- 
fect a  landing. 

"Seven  times"  is  a  commenda- 
ble suggestion;  it  may  be  a  good 
starting  point  for  those  not  ready 
to  take  the  next  step.  "Seven 
times"  would  transform  many  a 
church  into  a  veritable  heaven 
on  earth  and  would  attract  at- 
tention even  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  But  "seven  times"  is  only 
for  those  not  yet  grown  beyond 
the  "milk-fed"  stage. 

Note  that  Jesus  was  not  satis- 
fied to  wait  until  his  "milk-fed" 
followers  grew  up;  he  dared  to 
give  them  a  generous  slice  of 
"meat."  He  placed  the  goal  so 
high  that  even  yet  voices  are 
raised  above  the  parapets  of 
time,  declaring  it  to  be  impossi- 
ble. But,  without  apology,  Jesus 
said,  "I  say  not  unto  thee  until 
seven  times,  but  until  seventy 
times  seven." 

This  was  an  atomic  blast  at  the 
old  doctrine  of  justice  —  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth  —  and  the  shock  of  that 
blast  has  been  felt  down  across 
the  centuries.  It  is  even  yet 
shaking  civilization  to  its  very 
foundations.  In  the  name  of  jus- 
tice what  can  he  have  meant? 
Can  any  man  who  lives  in  the 
flesh  ever  climb  to  such  sublime 
heights?  Considering  human  na- 
ture to  be  what  it  seems  to  be, 
can  even  the  church  sensibly 
dream  such  lofty  dreams?  Well, 
whatever  we  may  think  about  it, 
there  it  is,  and  so  far  as  this 
writer  knows  no  ancient  manu- 
script has  ever  refuted  this  state- 


ment. It  is  contained  in  all  ver- 
sions of  the  New  Testament  and 
has  become  one  of  the  foundation 
stones  upon  which  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  to  be  built.  From  now 
on,  it  is  not  what  we  do  not 
understand  about  it  that  will 
bother  us,  but  what  we  do  un- 
derstand, and  know  for  a  cer- 
tainty. Forgiveness  is  central. 

Our  task  now  is  to  gain  per- 
spective. All  too  long  we  have 
regarded  this  command  as  ideal- 
istic, just  a  beautiful  thought  to 
be  framed  for  Sunday  discussion, 


and  for  wistful  dreaming.  But 
the  church,  if  it  is  to  fulfill  its 
mission  in  this  distraught  world, 
must  shake  off  its  fitful  sleep,  and 
cause  this  "beautiful  thought"  to 
become  "flesh  and  blood"  and 
walk  among  us.  Yet  it  is  more 
personal  than  that.  We  who 
make  up  the  church  must  make 
forgiveness  a  compelling  rule  of 
daily  living.  It  is  a  matter  of  life 
or  death,  for  "if  ye  forgive  not 
men  their  trespasses,  neither  will 
your  heavenly  Father  forgive 
you  your  trespasses." 


Are  Our  Treasures   Deteriorating? 


Gladys  Gochnour 

Waterside,  Pennsylvania 


AT  THE  season  of  the  year 
when  we  commemorate 
Holy  Week  we  should  feel 
drawn  very  close  to  our  Lord. 
It  is  a  good  time  to  rededicate 
our  lives  to  him.  When  we  think 
of  him  as  his  life  came  to  a  close 
here  on  earth,  we  are  made  to 
wonder  which  of  our  treasures 
are  of  real  value.  Our  Master 
had  no  earthly  possessions  ex- 
cept the  clothing  he  wore.  He 
needed  no  others  for  he  had  so 
little  time  to  spend  with  material 
things.  He  had  a  mission  to  ful- 
iill  on  earth.  His  time  was  short. 
It  was  brought  to  a  rapid  climax 
in  a  few  hours  with  the  agonizing 
prayer  in  the  garden  of  Gethsem- 
ane,  the  betrayal,  the  trial,  the 
crucifixion  and  death  which  took 
him  apart  from  his  Father  God 
for  a  short  time  that  he  might 
suffer  the  anguish  and  bitterness 
of  our  sins  so  that  we  might  have 
eternal  life.  The  tomb  could  not 
hold  him.  Finally,  he  arose  vic- 
torious over  death  and  the  grave. 
It  is  joyous  to  know  that  death 
is  only  the  passageway  into  a 
beautiful  home  filled  with  eter- 
nal treasures  which  never  de- 
teriorate. Jesus  had  no  treasures 
on  earth  to  leave  behind.  He  left 
only  his  friends  and  he  knew 
that  now  he  had  prepared  the 


way.  They  would  come  to  him 
if  they  were  faithful. 

But  what  about  us  today?  Are 
our  treasures  of  eternal  value? 
Or  are  they  deteriorating  day  by 
day  and  needing  constant  re- 
placement? Jesus  said,  "Where 
your  treasures  are,  there  will 
your  heart  be  also."  If  we  are 
Christian,  we  realize  this  is  true. 
Yet  we  go  about  trying  to  get 
all  the  material  possessions  we 
possibly  can  manage  in  order 
that  we  might  have  things  as 
good  or  a  little  better  than  our 
friends  and  neighbors  have. 
What  does  Jesus  think  of  this? 
He  knows  we  have  need  of  ma- 
terial things  and  has  provided 
means  for  us  to  have  them.  But 
are  we  living  as  Christians  when 
we  keep  reaching  for  more  and 
more,  while  many  of  our  breth- 
ren are  homeless,  cold  and  hun- 
gry? These  needy  ones  have  no 
earthly  treasures  in  many  cases, 
but  their  faith  in  God  permits 
them  to  have  heavenly  treasures. 

Our  desire  for  earthly  gain  has 
even  kept  us  from  reaching  our 
Brotherhood  goal.  Some  projects 
in  our  work  must  be  curtailed 
because  of  this.  In  a  recent  Mes- 
senger we  read  that  "there  is  a 
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THE  CROWD  AT  CALVARY 


AS  JESUS  went  from  his 
trial  to  his  crucifixion,  the 
Scriptures  say:  "There 
followed  him  a  great  company 
of  people."  The  Christ  who  was 
surrounded  by  crowds  during  a 
busy  ministry  was  destined  to  be 
watched  by  crowds  in  his  death. 
Part  of  the  inhumanity  of  the 
cross  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  was 
always  a  public  spectacle  meant 
to  intimidate  the  people  who 
watched  it.  Always  a  conspicu- 
ous site  was  chosen  so  that  it 
would  attract  widespread  atten- 
tion. The  privacy  of  death  was 
violated  by  gaping  crowds. 

It  was  a  crowd  which  helped 
to  crucify  Jesus.  The  people  who 
shouted  for  his  crucifixion  were 
inflamed  by  unscrupulous  agi- 
tators. And,  of  course,  in  every 
crowd  there  were  those  who  fol- 
lowed to  see  what  would  happen. 
Many  of  them  had  come  to  see  a 
spectacle  and  to  find  some  excite- 
ment in  an  otherwise  dull  exist- 
ence. The  morbid  taste  for 
horrors  existed  then  as  now.  Be- 
sides, there  were  dignitaries  at 
Golgotha  inviting  curious  eyes. 
The  ecclesiastical  authorities 
seem  to  have  come  to  the  cross 
to  make  more  bitter  the  suffer- 
ings of  Christ. 

A  man  in  a  crowd  is  not  him- 
self. He  is  either  exalted  or  de- 
graded, depending  upon  the 
crowd  in  which  he  moves.  Most 
people  cannot  resist  the  pressure 
of  numbers.    Alone,  or  in  small 


Elmer  Q.  Gleim 
Pastor,  County  Line  church,  Pennsylvania 


groups,  most  people  are  sensible 
and  just;  but  in  a  mass  they  re- 
vert to  primitive  passions  and 
tastes.  Men  will  do  in  war  what 
they  will  not  think  of  doing  in 
a  peaceful  society.  Men  in  a  mob 
will  lynch  and  be  sorry  for  it 
afterward.  Church  members 
will  stoop  to  very  selfish  prac- 
tices under  cover  of  business.  If 
the  men  who  shouted  for  Jesus' 
crucifixion  had  met  him  in  Ca- 
pernaum instead  of  Jerusalem, 
they  probably  would  have  ap- 
plauded him.  But  in  a  crowd 
these  people  were  gullible,  cruel, 
and  were  fooled  into  shouting  for 
Jesus'  death. 

Gilbert  Chesterton  wrote  a  de- 
lightful series  of  stories  about  a 
detective-priest  whom  he  called 
Father  Brown.  In  one  of  these 
stories,  Father  Brown  asks: 
"Where  would  a  man  hide  a 
grain  of  sand?  On  the  seashore. 
Where  would  he  hide  a  leaf?  In 
the  forest.  Where  would  a  mur- 
derer hide  a  victim?  On  a  bat- 
tlefield." This  line  of  reasoning 
helps  us  to  appreciate  the  fact 
that  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  a 
man  in  a  crowd  to  hide  his  sins. 
We  quickly  lose  our  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility in  a  crowd,  for  we 
are  swayed  by  crowd  enthusiasm. 
What  men  do  in  a  crowd  is  likely 
to  be  more  diabolical  than  what 


men  do  alone.  The  more  men 
live  in  masses  the  less  they  are 
guided  by  reason  and  the  more 
by  passion.  The  man  who  allows 
himself  to  be  caught  up  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  crowd  becomes 
a  slave,  not  having  his  own  will. 
He  drifts  with  the  current;  he 
loses  his  voice  and  becomes  a 
mere  echo. 

Behind  many  of  the  tragedies 
of  earth  is  a  public  whose  state 
of  mind  encourages  them.  Au- 
thorities, even  in  the  most  un- 
democratic countries,  cannot  act 
unless  they  control  public  opin- 
ion. The  more,  indifferent  and 
untrained  the  public  mind,  the 
greater  are  the  chances  for  wick- 
edness in  high  places.  Indiffer- 
ence and  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
the  crowds  of  Jerusalem  con- 
tributed to  Jesus'  death.  Luke 
gives  us  a  simple  but  sad  com- 
mentary on  the  people  who  stood 
by  the  cross:  "And  the  people 
stood  beholding."  One  can  read 
the  helplessness  of  the  crowd 
through  these  words.  Too  long 
had  they  remained  indifferent  to 
the  message  of  Jesus,  and  now 
they  were  helpless  to  prevent  his 
crucifixion. 

One  of  the  frequent  charges 
brought  against  the  Christian 
church  is  that  it  shows  a  kindly 
and  good-natured  toleration  of 
things  as  they  are.  The  church 
has  been  passive  and  weak  in  the 
face  of  flagrant  evils.  It  has  not 
lived    as    the    church    militant. 


boom  in  Protestant  church  build- 
ing with  a  $65,000,000  project  un- 
der way  and  a  $700,000,000  con- 
struction program  to  start."  Will 
this  be  a  blessing  to  our  world? 
In  many  cases  there  is  need  for 
remodeling  and  new  building; 
we  are  thankful  for  increased  at- 
tendance and  we  want  to  meet 
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the  needs  of  our  congregations. 
But  are  we  forgetting  that  God 
can  be  worshiped  just  as  effec- 
tively in  simple  churches  as  he 
can  in  very  elaborate  ones?  Per- 
haps the  latter  may  even  hinder 
true  worship  if  it  takes  our 
thoughts  from  him.  Then  again, 
we  think  of  our  brothers  in  other 
lands  where  their  churches  have 
been  bombed  to  the  ground.  Our 


workers  show  us  pictures  of  the 
remains  and  say:  "I  do  not  know 
whether  they  will  ever  be  able 
to  rebuild."  What  are  we  doing 
to  help  them?  "Am  I  my  broth- 
er's keeper?"  Are  our  treasures 
eternal,  or  are  they  wasting 
away  with  each  passing  day? 
Can  we  not  pray  as  Jesus  prayed 
in  times  of  temptation:  "Father, 
not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done"? 


~Jm 


Philip  Gendreau 

Along  this  street,  tradition  says,  Jesus  carried  the  cross  on  the  way  to 
Calvary,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people 


Many  members  have  used  it  to 
shut  themselves  away  from  the 
problems  of  society.  Not  always 
definite  on  what  it  stood  for,  the 
church  has  been  weak-kneed  be- 
fore evil.  Perhaps  the  words  of 
Luke  about  the  crowd  at  the  cru- 
cifixion are  also  applicable  to  the 
church:  "And  the  people  stood 
beholding." 

With  the  crowd  at  Calvary 
were  a  few  devoted  followers  of 
Jesus.  Luke  gives  us  a  poignant 
picture  of  them:  "And  all  his 
acquaintance,  and  the  women 
that  followed  him  from  Galilee, 
stood  afar  off,  beholding  these 
things."  Jesus'  friends  could  on- 
ly stand  dumbly  watching  the 
sufferings  of  their  Master.  It  is 
of  interest  to  observe  that  all  the 


believing  voices  were  silent  dur- 
ing these  hours  of  horrible  suf- 
fering. The  only  voices  heard  in 
his  defense  came  from  persons 
who  were  not  openly  avowed 
followers  of  his. 

In  many  ways  crowds  still  con- 
tribute to  the  crucifixion  of 
Christ  in  our  world.  National- 
ism, racism,  mobocracy  are 
movements  in  our  day  which 
crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh. 
It  is  a  real  temptation  for  a 
Christian  to  be  caught  in  these 
mass  movements,  and  thereby  to 
lose  his  voice,  his  individual  con- 
science, and  his  private  judg- 
ment. Berdyaev,  seeing  modern 
man  losing  his  individuality  in 
crowd  movements,  declared  that 
"the  face  of  man  is  hidden  by  the 


dark  shadow  of  a  collectivism 
that  has  no  face."  Christians 
need  to  develop  the  attitude  of 
nonconformity  to  crowds.  Chris- 
tianity will  become  a  greater 
moral  and  spiritual  power  when 
we  develop  Christians  who  will 
dare  to  be  Christians  in  a  crowd, 
and  who  will  not  "follow  a  multi- 
tude to  do  evil." 

Advance  With  Christ 

Honoria  Murray  Jarrels 

Penn  Laird,  Virginia 

Advance  with  Christ,  oh  helpless 
race; 

Your  progress  is  so  still. 
Beyond  there  is  a  special  place 

That   you   alone    can   fill. 
Beyond    are    heights    yet    unat- 
tained 

In  service  grand  and  bold. 
Beyond  are  raptures  to  be  gained 

No   Christless  soul   can  hold. 

Advance,  you  servants  of  the  soil 

Who  tend  the  flocks  and  lands. 
Advance,  you  men  of  menial  toil 

Who  labor  with  your  hands. 
Advance,  you  mothers  of  our 
youth 

To  nobler,  stronger  love. 
Advance,   oh  kings,   in  ways   of 
truth; 

Seek  guidance  from  above. 

Move  on,  let  not  your  talents  rust; 

Let  not  your  faith  be  slow. 
For  He  who  made  you  from  the 
dust 

Can  teach  you  how  to  grow. 
Surrender,  though  His  will  be  dim. 

Serve  well  beneath  His  rod. 
Forget  yourself  to  walk  with  Him 

Approved  of  man  and  God. 

Advance,   great  battles  must  be 
fought 
Against  the  force  of  sin. 
And  greater  things  must  still  be 
wrought 
Than   have    been   wrought   by 
men. 
Turn  now  to  Christ,  your  Lord  and 
King; 
Advance  in  soul  and  mind. 
Progressing  is  but  perishing 
If  Christ  is  left  behind. 


APRIL    1,    1950 


13 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

The  Church  Suffering  and  Triumphant 
Matt.  21: 1-16;  1  Peter  4: 12-19;  Rev.  7:  9-17 


The  place  of  suffering 

When  the  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment were  written,  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  were  under  persecution.  Many 
of  them  had  suffered  bitterly.  The 
writers  wished  to  bring  to  their  fel- 
low Christians  some  understanding 
of  the  place  of  suffering  in  Christian 
development  and  of  the  rewards  that 
would  come  to  those  who  endured 
to  the  end. 

When  iron  is  to  become  exceed- 
ingly strong,  it  must  be  burned  until 
all  its  impurities  are  burned  out. 
Steel  can  result  only  when  the  iron 
has  been  heated  white  hot.  Suffering 
has  a  similar  effect  upon  Christians. 
Out  of  suffering  can  come  strength. 
This  almost  always  happens  when 
one  suffers  courageously  for  a  noble 
cause. 
The  redeemed  are  triumphant 

John,  in  writing  from  the  isle  of 
Patmos,  wished  to  tell  the  suffering 
in  Rome  and  elsewhere  that  a  re- 
ward awaits  those  who  suffer.  The 
Book  of  Revelation  is  a  triumphant 
book.  Again  and  again,  we  are  told 
how  the  followers  of  the  Lamb  will 
gather  around  the  throne.  The  Lamb 


will  be  in  the  midst  of  them.  He 
will  be  their  shepherd.  He  will  guide 
them  to  springs  of  living  water.  He 
will  wipe  away  every  tear  from  their 
eyes.  Where  he  is,  they  will  be. 
What  greater  encouragement  could 
there  be  than  this? 

Sometimes  we  become  discouraged 
about  the  Christian  church.  But  it 
is  a  triumphant  group.  Those  who 
live  in  it  and  work  in  it  will  triumph. 
Christians  are  triumphant  people. 
Palm  Sunday 

This  is  a  good  lesson  for  Palm  Sun- 
day. Jesus  was  riding  toward  suf- 
fering. People  laughed  and  danced 
about  him.  They  shouted,  "Hosanna 
to  the  King."  But  there  were  tears 
in  his  eyes.  Before  him  was  a  city 
which  would  slay  him.  And  those 
who  were  now  shouting  "hosanna" 
would  soon  shout  "crucify."  It  was 
for  them  that  he  would  suffer  and 
through  his  suffering  that  victory 
would  come.  Many  Christian  vic- 
tories already  have  come.  Other  vic- 
tories are  yet  to  come.  There  may 
be  suffering  in  their  pathway  but 
the  end  for  the  people  of  God  is 
victory  and  triumph. 


These  Are   the    Facts 

about  our  relation  to  the  Federal  Council 


1941 — La  Verne,  California 

Annual  Conference  authorized 
constituent  membership  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and 
in  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
on  these  conditions: 

"It  is  understood  that  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  shall  not 
be  bound  by  any  action  of  these 
councils  and  in  no  way  compro- 
mises its  doctrinal  position  by 
this  action.  This  authorization  is 
made  out  of  a  desire  to  share  in 
the  larger  fellowship  of  the  Prot- 
estant world  and  to  be  a  more 
effective  comrade  of  other  Chris- 
tian groups  in  those  great  move- 
ments for  peace  and  world  recon- 
ciliation to  which  we  all  in 
Christ  owe  a  common  loyalty." 
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2942  —  Asheville,  North  Carolina 
In  response  to  a  distinct  re- 
quest the  La  Verne  action  was 
reconsidered.  The  vote  of  Con- 
ference was  to  reaffirm  the  La 
Verne  decision. 

1944 — Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania 
Here  the  subject  was  not  prop- 
erly business  before  Conference. 
However,  because  of  the  contin- 
ued agitation  of  some  who  were 
not  satisfied  with  these  two  de- 
cisions, and  in  the  interest  of 
harmony  the  moderator  re- 
quested Standing  Committee  to 
ask  Conference  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  study  the  entire  matter 
and  report  to  next  Conference. 

With  some  reluctance,  both  in 
Standing  Committee  and  in  Con- 
ference, this  irregular  procedure 
was  adopted  in  the  desire  to 
bring  harmony. 


A  committee  of  five  brethren 
respected  for  their  integrity  was 
appointed,  and  after  several 
meetings,  characterized  by  the 
utmost  candor  and  harmony,  the 
committee  prepared  their  report 
based  upon  a  thorough  study  and 
a  sincere  desire  to  be  fair  to  all 
the  interests  concerned. 
1945 — North  Manchester,  Indiana 

After  a  careful  study  of  the 
various  criticisms  the  conclusion 
of  the  committee  report  was  as 
follows: 

"Since  at  two  different  Confer- 
ences, all  who  voted  on  this  ques- 
tion had  signed  the  above  dec- 
laration (Declaration  of  Princi- 
ples and  Purposes);  since  the 
time-honored  custom  of  the 
Brethren  has  been  to  accept 
the  vote  of  the  church  as  the 
guidance  of  the  spirit  in  ac- 
cordance with  Matthew  18  and 
Acts  15;  and  since  our  experi- 
ence with  the  Federal  Council 
has  been  too  brief  to  warrant 
a  change  in  our  relationship 
to  it,  your  committee  is  led 
to  recommend  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee and  to  Conference  that 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
continue  its  co-operation  with 
the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
until  the  Holy  Spirit  leads  other- 
wise. Also  we  recommend  that 
a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  serve  for  three  years 
to  create  better  understanding 
where  it  is  needed,  and  to  make 
such  further  recommendation  to 
General  Conference  as  may  seem 
wise  for  the  peace  and  unity  of 
the  church." 

The  report  was  given  the  most 
careful  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion by  the  Conference,  after 
which  two  votes  were  taken. 
The  vote  to  leave  the  council 
was:  affirmative,  116;  negative, 
552.  To  accept  the  report  of  the 
committee  the  vote  was:  affirm- 
ative, 606;  negative,  40. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  should 
we  not  go  forward  as  a  Brother- 
hood, whatever  our  differences, 
with  a  sincere  effort  to  live  in 
the  spirit  of  this  Scriptural  ad- 


monition:  "And  grieve  not  the 
holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye 
are  sealed  unto  the  day  of  re- 
demption. Let  all  bitterness,  and 
wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour, 
and  evil  speaking,  be  put  away 
from  you,  with  all  malice;  and 
be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  ten- 
derhearted, forgiving  one  anoth- 
er, even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake 
hath  forgiven  you"  (Eph.  4:30- 
32). 


All  Inclusive 

Rebecca  Foutz 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

THE  Christian  gospel  is  a  per- 
fect whole.  When  Christ 
proclaimed  himself  and  his 
mission  at  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry,  his  message  covered  all 
of  life,  the  whole  being  —  soul, 
body,  mind  (Luke  4: 16-19) .  His 
subsequent  ministry  and  teach- 
ing bore  this  out. 

Also  when  anyone  accepts  the 
Christ  as  Savior,  he  is  supposed 
to  motivate  and  control  every 
phase  of  that  person's  life.  For 
he  gave  in  principle  how  to  meet 
every  problem  and  need. 

Then  when  Christ  was  ready 
to  return  to  his  former  glory, 
he  commissioned  his  followers  to 
go,  "teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things,  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you"  (Matt.  28:20).  No 
part  of  what  he  gave  is  to  be 
left  out.  It  includes  the  4th  and 
6th  chapters  of  John  as  well  as 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  He 
did  not  say  that  some  he  gave 
is  not  for  this  age  but  is  for  an- 
other dispensation. 

As  anything  that  is  a  whole  is 
usually  made  up  of  halves  or 
other  parts,  so  with  the  gospel. 
Christ's  deity  and  atonement  for 
sin  is  the  heart  of  it  and  is  of 
first  importance.  The  history  of 
the  church  has  been  that  oft- 
times  there  is  a  stopping  with 
these  and  other  basic  truths.  Be- 
cause much  of  Christ's  teachings 
go  against  selfishness  and  the 
carnal  nature,  it  is  easier  to  be- 
lieve just  certain  things.  That 
seemed  to  be  sufficient  and  was 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear   Counselor, 

Two  years  ago  I  was  divorced  from 
my  husband.  We  were  married  eight 
years  ago  but  were  never  happy. 
When  the  bitter  agonies  connected 
with  unhappiness  became  intolerable 
I  secured  a  divorce.  My  religious 
background  and  training  made  the 
action  a  source  of  inner  conflict,  but 
I  have  come  to  accept  the  necessity 
of  assured  separation.  My  son,  who 
is  three  years  old,  has  never  seen 
his  father  since  the  divorce  and 
we  do  not  talk  about  him.  But  now 
he  is  beginning  to  sense  that  he  is 
without  the  companionship  of  a 
father.  Other  children  are  inquisi- 
tive and  unkind.  He  wonders  how 
it  happens  that  he  has  a  mother  but 
no  father. 

A    Confused    Mother. 
Dear  Friend, 

Your  son  does  have  a  father.  The 
term  my  son  is  inaccurate.  All  chil- 
dren have  both  father  and  mother 


even  when  the  tragedies  of  life  rob 
them  of  one  or  both  of  their  parents. 
You  did  not  state  why  your  son  does 
not  see  his  father.  It  might  be  well 
for  him  to  visit  his  father  (apart 
from  the  emotional  murder  which 
a  visit  to  the  penitentary  or  asylum 
might  involve).  If  a  visit  is  not  pos- 
sible, for  some  reason  other  than  the 
personal  difficulties  between  the 
boy's  father  and  yourself,  you  will 
have  to  explain  to  your  son  that  he 
does  have  a  father. 

In  any  explanation  of  this  separa- 
tion of  his  father  and  mother  you 
should  not  blame  either  parent  for 
the  present  distress,  or  bring  up  the 
unpleasant  past  to  prove  your  al- 
truistic nature  or  blame  the  father. 
The  simple  statement,  "Daddy  and 
mother  don't  seem  to  like  each  other 
and  so  we  live  in  different  places" 
will  probably  mean  more  to  your  son 
than  any  more  precise  explanation. 
Your  Counselor. 


considered  orthodox.  It  was 
much  more  difficult  to  encom- 
pass the  whole — the  "all  things." 

The  Apostles'  Creed  omits  all 
of  Christ's  life  and  teaching,  go- 
ing from  his  birth  to  his  trial 
before  Pilate.  One  has  to  wonder 
how  much  this  omission  has  had 
to  do  with  the  sorry  history  of 
Europe  during  the  centuries.  All 
the  nations  there  have  had  the 
gospel,  even  having  state 
churches.  And  they  were  quite 
orthodox  in  the  generally  ac- 
cepted meaning  of  that  term. 

But  this  did  not  save  from  con- 
tinued wars  and  bloodshed,  caste 
and  class,  oppression  of  the  poor, 
even  to  the  spawning  of  commu- 
nism. A  flaming  belief  like  the 
latter  does  not  happen  without 
a  cause.  And  because  of  their 
claim  that  the  ruling  or  state 
church  failed  the  lower  strata  of 
people  in  helping  them  to  a  bet- 
ter life,  the  Communists  rejected 
the  God  the  church  seemed  to 
represent  and  set  up  gods  of  men. 

Certainly  something  was  lack- 
ing. And  as  the  so-called  Chris- 
tian church  was  so  generally  in 
power  over  that  continent,  she 


cannot  escape  her  share  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  conditions. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are 
those  who  stress  the  teachings  of 
Christ  to  the  minimizing,  even 
exclusion  of  his  deity  and  atone- 
ment. This  will  not  save  either, 
for  apart  from  who  he  is,  his 
teachings  have  neither  authority 
nor  power.  They  cannot  be  effec- 
tive on  a  human  basis  alone.  It 
is  because  the  One  who  gave 
them  knew  eternal  truth  as  no 
human  being  could  that  they 
show  the  only  way  to  the  more 
abundant  life  he  came  to  give. 
And  only  he  can  give  the 
strength  to  follow  that  way. 

At  times  it  is  said  that  Chris- 
tianity is  a  failure.  This  is  not 
true.  The  failure  is  with  those 
who  profess  it,  who  fail  to  accept 
and  apply  the  "all  things,"  the 
whole  that  the  gospel  is.  Until 
we  do,  it  cannot  accomplish  what 
it  was  meant  to.  Christ  summed 
up  Christianity  in  Matt.  22:37- 
40  —  right  relation  to  both  God 
and  our  fellow  men.  We  must 
love  and  serve  both. 
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Ervin    Weaver,    pastor    at    Midland,    Mich., 
writes  about  the  Gospel  Messenger: 

"Recently  we  have  had  several  programs  in 
our  church  in  the  evening  on  Sunday  based  on 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  Sometimes  we  call  it 
a  co-operative  sermon.  On  one  occasion  we  used 
the  article,  The  Christian  Experience,  in  the 
Jan.  14  issue.  There  were  five  speakers.  One 
gave  an  introduction,  and  another  gave  the 
conclusion.  On  another  evening  we  had  a  simi- 
lar program  with  the  general  theme,  Spiritual 
Life,  based  on  various  articles  in  the  Messenger. 
Last  Sunday  evening  we  had  a  program  using 
the  issue  on  Evangelism,  which  also  was  the 
general  theme.  It  brings  quite  a  number  of 
people  out,  and  we  feel  it  gives  them  something 
definite  to  work  on.  The  result  varies,  perhaps, 
but  those  that  participate  will  undoubtedly  get 
the  greatest  benefits.  I  am  planning  now  some- 
time to  use  the  editorials,  What  Makes  a  Home, 
for  at  least  two  programs." 


H.  Jesse  Baker,  formerly  of  Riverside,  Calif.,  should 
now  be  addressed  at  West  Manchester,  Ohio. 

James  L.  Houff  of  Hopewell,  Va.,  would  like  to  know 
of  Brethren  men  who  are  stationed  at  Army  Camp 
Lee,  Va. 

David  H.  Heckman  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  changes  his 
address  to  R.  2,  Box  13,  Udall,  Kansas.  Will  his  cor- 
respondents please  note? 

William  Beery,  long-time  music  leader  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  will  sing  again  over  WLS  (890)  in 
Chicago  on  April  7.  The  time  is  12:00-12:30.  This  will 
celebrate  his  ninety-eighth  birthday. 

The  Oilumwa  church  in  Iowa  with  Charles  Albin  as 
pastor  has  thirty-five  tithers.  The  pastor  says,  "It  is 
good  to  co-operate  with  God  in  his  kingdom  work.  God 
blesses  his  people." 

Jones  Chapel  near  Martinsville,  Va.,  has  submitted 
a  100%  Gospel  Messenger  club  renewal  since  the  recent 
listings  on  these  pages.  They  enlarge  their  club  by  more 
than  100%  by  taking  it  more  widely  into  their  church 
community. 

A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Washington  representative,  urges 
that  Brethren  write  their  senators  to  support  the 
Tydings  disarmament  resolution  and  oppose  the  exten- 
sion of  the  present  draft  law  which  will  expire  this 
spring.  He  suggests  writing  also  to  the  House  Armed 
Service  Committee  members  to  express  a  feeling  about 
the  draft.  At  this  writing  they  have  not  yet  decided 
what  to  recommend  concerning  it.  M.  E.  Tydings  is 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee. 
Other  members  are:  Russell,  Byrd,  Chapman,  Johnson, 
Kefauver,  Hunt,  Bridges,  Gurney,  Saltonstall,  Morse, 
Knowland  and  Cain. 


Paul  Beach  and  Earl  Zimmerman  of  the  First  church, 
Akron,  Ohio,  were  recently  licensed  to  the  ministry. 

East  Dayton  church,  Ohio,  will  hold  a  farewell  serv- 
ice on  April  9  at  2:30  p.m.  The  congregation  is  moving 
into  the  new  church  on  April  10. 

Bro.  Ernest  Wampler  has  been  chosen  to  represent 
China  on  the  Standing  Committee  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Wendell  Flory  is  the  alternate. 

Howard  Gamble  of  Persia,  Iowa,  was  killed  recently 
near  his  home.  He  was  a  son-in-law  of  Bro.  Earl  Jarboe 
and  his  wife  of  Lenox,  Iowa.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  three  small  children. 

Senator  Millard  E.  Tydings,  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Armed  Services  Committee,  appealed  to  President  Tru- 
man to  call  a  world  conference  for  disarmament  in  con- 
ventional and  atomic  weapons.  So  far  the  President  has 
refused  to  accept  such  advice. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  be  in  the 
Richland  church,  Ohio,  on  April  3,  in  the  Olivet  church, 
Ohio,  on  April  4;  in  the  Green  Tree  church,  Oaks,  Pa., 
in  the  morning  of  April  9  and  in  the  Bethany  church 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

One  of  our  colleges  needs  teachers  in  the  fields  of 
English  and  mathematics  and  a  college  nurse.  Properly 
qualified  persons  who  are  interested  are  asked  to  address 
inquiries  to  C.  Ernest  Davis,  Secretary,  Christian  Edu- 
cation Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

The  latest  word  we  have  received  from  the  folks  in 
China  is  that  all  are  well  and  happy  and  busy.  The 
Ernest  Wamplers  are  to  get  passage  on  the  S.  S.  Gordon 
around  March  20  and  will  be  arriving  in  the  States  some 
time  around  the  end  of  April.  The  Rolland  Florys  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  a  travel  permit  to  go  to 
Nanchang. 

Hopewell  church,  Va.,  a  home  mission  point,  is  to  be 
dedicated  April  30.  Services  will  be  at  11:00  a.m.,  3:00 
p.m.,  and  7:30  p.m.  All  are  invited  to  come  for  the  day 
and  bring  a  picnic  lunch.  The  goals  for  the  day  are  300 
attending  and  $300  for  the  building  fund.  Address  cor- 
respondence to  James  L.  Houff,  118  South  14,  Hope- 
well, Va. 
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Mrs.  Bertha  Conkling  of  Thomas,  Okla.,  writes:  "I 
am  a  Gospel  Messenger  subscriber.  I  have  been  taking 
the  Messenger  for  several  years.  I  think  it  is  one  of 
the  best  religious  papers  I  have  ever  read.  I  enjoy 
reading  it  so  much.  Hope  you  will  have  a  number  of 
new  subscribers  this  year.  I  am  seventy  years  old  in 
August.  Hope  I  will  be  able  to  read  the  Messenger  as 
long  as  I  live." 

From  200  to  300  displaced  persons  families  will  arrive 
in  March  and  April  at  New  Windsor.  Nearly  all  requests 
for  families  have  already  been  filled.  More  assurances 
will  be  needed  if  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  to  meet 
its  blanket  assurance  quota  of  1,000  families  given 
Church  World  Service.  Has  your  church  sponsored  a 
displaced  persons  family  yet?  If  not,  send  your  request 
for  one  to  Ben  Bushong,  Brethren  Service  Center,  New 
Windsor,  Md. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Ridgely  congregation,  Md.,  has  had  a  100%  Messenger 
club  ever  since  the  plan  began.  They  were  omitted  in 
the  Mardela  District  list  in  a  recent  Messenger  listing. 

Richmond  church,  Va.,  holds  meetings  each  Sunday 
at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  chapel  at  Byron  Road  on  the  Mechan- 
icsville  Pike.  We  invite  any  who  live  in  Richmond  to 
attend  services.  James  L.  Houff  of  Hopewell,  Va.,  would 
be  glad  for  names  and  addresses  of  any  Brethren  in 
that  vicinity. 

C.  Eichenberger  of  New  York  City  is  gathering  the 
names  of  thousands  of  people  to  be  sent  to  Washington, 
favoring  the  removal  of  interstate  advertising  for  al- 
coholic beverages.  He  says  that  150,000  signatures, 
100,000  letters  and  1,500  telegrams  were  sent  into  Wash- 
ington on  this  matter. 

Howard  Bosler,  a  missionary  to  Africa,  writes:  "Re- 
cently sixty-one  converts  stood  before  the  church  and 
made  their  covenant  with  God  to  live  the  Christian  way. 
They  are  under  instruction  now,  and  will  be  baptized 
later."  Dr.  Bosler  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Leper 
Colony  for  many  years. 

At  the  Home  Missions  Conference  in  Columbus  re- 
cently, it  was  proposed  that  a  method  be  worked  out 
whereby  ministers  could  spend  six  months  out  of  every 
four  years  in  some  other  job  than  their  ministerial  pro- 
fession. Thus,  they  could  get  closer  to  the  people  to 
whom  they  preach  and  could  learn  their  problems  better. 

Mrs.  Gene  Warner  of  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  writes  to  ex- 
press her  faith  in  the  good  days  of  the  future.  She  is 
thankful,  she  says,  for  all  the  days  of  the  past  including 
the  days  that  were  hard.  She  believes  the  church  should 
focus  its  mind,  however,  upon  the  future  and  even  if 
there  are  hard  days  there,  it  should  continue  to  go 
forward,  trusting  in  God  and  relying  on  him  for  strength. 

Elder  Joseph  N.  Cassel  of  Fairview  Village,  Pa.,  sends 
us  a  quotation  from  a  Philadelphia  lawyer:  "Any  time 
that  I  can  be  convinced  that  the  consumption  of  alcoholic 
beverages  lengthens  life,  promotes  health,  increases 
efficiency,  and  makes  for  better  family  relations,  I'll 
come  out  for  more  and  better  drinking.  •  So  far  the  testi- 
mony is  to  the  contrary  and  I  am  utterly  and  absolutely 
against  drinking." 

W.  E.  Burroughs  of  Independence,  Kansas,  wrote  to 
tell  us  what  a  committee  working  in  a  city  for  temper- 
ance can  do.  In  the  Independence  Daily  Reporter,  Nov. 
9,  1949,  there  were  six  conspicuous  liquor  advertise- 
ments. The  city  committee  got  to  work  against  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  in  the  Jan.  18,  1950,  paper  there  were 
no  liquor  advertisements  at  all.  Other  cities  should  seek 
to  follow  this  example. 

A.  L.  Maust  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  writes  to 
stress  the  extreme  importance  of  evangelism  in  any 
church  and  particularly  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  expresses  the  wish  that  every  issue  of  the  Messenger 
might  contain  one  or  two  strong  messages  with  evange- 
listic fervor.  He  wishes  also  that  each  sermon  preached 
throughout  our  Brotherhood  might  have  in  it  strong 
evangelistic  appeal.  Bro.  Maust  likes  the  book,  New 
Testament  Evangelism,  by  Arthur  Archibald  and  would 
be  glad  to  loan  it  to  anyone  who  would  care  to  borrow 
it  and  read  it.  His  address  is  712  N.  Nevada  St.,  Colorado 
Springs. 


Elected  to  various  offices  in  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  at  its  recent  meeting  were  the 
following:  C.  E.  Davis,  Anetta  C.  Mow,  Ray  M.  Peter- 
sime,  Ruth  Shriver,  Don  Snider. 

A.  Stauffer  Curry  has  on  hand  some  reprints  of  the 
thirty-one  page  report  of  his  trip  to  Europe  last  summer. 
Anyone  wishing  to  receive  it  should  write  him  at  941 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington  1,  D.C. 

Murray  Wagner,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  has  been  awarded  for  the  third  time 
first  prize  in  the  rural  sermon  contest  for  Virginia.  The 
title  of  his  sermon  was  Summer's  End  and  it  was 
preached  at  Pleasant  Valley  in  September  1949. 

Reuel  B.  Pritchett  of  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  is  conducting 
a  ballot  from  across  the  Brotherhood  to  determine  who 
will  be  rated  by  the  present  church  as  the  leading  figures 
in  the  development  of  Brethren  history.  He  is  asking 
for  four  names  to  be  submitted  as  the  outstanding  Breth- 
ren leaders  in  each  of  three  historic  periods:  a.  1708- 
1800;  b.  1800-1900;  c.  1900-1950.  When  he  has  tabulated 
his  ballots,  he  will  announce  to  the  church  the  highest 
number  of  votes  for  the  twelve  Brethren  leaders  for 
these  three  historical  periods.  All  others  voted  upon 
will  be  mentioned,  he  says.  Bro.  Pritchett  has  sent  out 
letters  to  many  individuals.  If  readers  of  this  paragraph 
have  not  received  a  ballot,  Bro.  Pritchett  would  be  glad 
to  have  you  make  a  ballot  as  described  and  send  it  to 
him.  Thus,  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  will  be  larger. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Lealherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Poplar 
Ridge  church,  Ohio,  April  11-23. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Cameron  of  Canton,  111.,  in  the  Canton  church,  111., 
March  26— April  6. 

Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  in  the  Charleston 
church,  Ohio,  April  2-9. 

Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Manor 
church.  Pa.,  April  21-30. 

Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  Lebanon 
church,  Pa.,  April  3-9. 

Bro.  A.  N.  Eshelman  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  in  the  Stonetown  Union 
church,  Pa.,  April  2-9. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Modesto  church,  Calif. 

Forty  baptized  in  the  Greenmount  church,  Va. 

Eighteen  baptized  in  the  Midway  church,  Pa. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Bush  Creek  church,  Md. 

Six  received  by  letter  in  the  Dundalk  church.  Md. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  Eel  River  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  and  faur  received  by  letter  in  the  Tampa  church, 
Fla. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Oakland  church, 
Calif. 

Eleven  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Conestoga 
church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Roaring  Spring 
church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Hopewell 
church,  Va. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  nine  received  by  letter  in  the  Myers- 
town  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized,  seven  received  by  letter  and  four  on  former 
baptism  in  the  Medford  church,  Oregon. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  2 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Church  Suffering  and  Triumphant. 
—Matt.  21:1-16;  1  Peter  4:12-19;  Rev.  7:9-17.  Memory  Selection: 
If  we  endure,  we  shall  also  reign  with  him.    2  Tim.  2:  12  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  April,  New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age. 
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Ministers  take 


A  JdooJz  at  JIgM&i 


THE  C.I.O.   CONVENTION 


Glen  M.  Bcrird 

Pastor,  Hartville  Church,  Hartville,  Ohio 


IT  WAS  the  privilege  of  three 
Brethren  ministers  from  North- 
eastern Ohio  (Glenn  Bowlby  of 
Canton,  Otis  Landis  of  Cleveland  and 
the  writer)  to  attend  a  two-day  ses- 
sion of  the  Seminar  for  Church 
Leaders  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  national  convention  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Industrial  Organization  at 
Cleveland,  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1. 

The  seminar  meetings  were  held 
in  the  downtown  Y.M.C.A.  and  the 
C.I.O.  convention  in  the  large  civic 
auditorium.  A  leader  of  the  labor 
movement  was  invited  to  speak  at 
each  seminar  session  after  which  a 
forum  discussion  allowed  freedom 
for  questions.  Some  of  the  subjects 
discussed  were:  What  the  C.I.O. 
Does  for  the  Individual,  The  Labor 
Movement,  Why  Labor  in  Political 
Action?  and  What  Does  Labor  Want? 
In  the  discussion  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  labor  movement  has  given 
a  real  "sense  of  belonging"  to  many 
people.  They  have  a  part  in  ar- 
ranging their  contracts,  and  thereby 
their  own  destiny,  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  before  the  labor  move- 
ment gained  its  present  strength.  In 
discussing  the  question,  "What  Does 
Labor  Want?"  it  was  stated  that  it 
may  be  best  answered  by  letting  the 
average  person  state  what  he  wants. 
What  labor  wants  is  not  decidedly 
different — a  fair  share  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation  and  some  sem- 
blance of  security.  It  was  stated  that 
in  our  society  as  now  ordered, 
"Many  are  too  old  to  work  and  too 
young  to  die." 

Part  of  each  day  was  given  to  the 
seminar  forums,  and  almost  an  equal 
part  for  the  group  as  a  whole  to  at- 
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tend  the  C.I.O.  convention  as  ob- 
servers. 

Philip  Murray,  president  of  the 
C.I.O.,  presided  at  the  sessions  and 
at  times  was  assisted  by  Walter 
Reuther,  president  of  the  United 
Auto  Workers,  a  C.I.O.  affiliate.  In 
Mr.  Murray's  opening  address  he 
gave  a  fair  presentation  of  the  un- 
equal distribution  of  wealth  in  our 
technological  age,  and  also  a  well- 
documented  background  for  the 
whole  pension  issue,  which  was  an 
important  item  of  business. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by 
representatives  of  the  three  religious 
faiths  (Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish)  on  different  occasions  and 
also  by  outstanding  national  figures 
such  as  Dean  Acheson,  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Oscar  W.  Ewing,  U.  S. 
security  administrator. 

One  of  the  important  items  for 
the  convention  was  the  "Communist 
purge."  It  was  quite  apparent  that 
the  convention  was  determined  to 
free  itself  from  any  connection  with 
communism.  This  was  to  be  com- 
mended, but  the  methods  used  might 
be  questioned.  The  convention  was 
democratic  in  giving  a  voice  to  the 
opposition,  but  it  seemed  undemo- 
cratic in  refusing  to  lend  an  ear  to 
the  opposition's  presentation.  The 
whole  issue  seemed  already  pre- 
determined. One  might  legitimately 
ask  if  there  is  not  danger  in  treating 
minorities  in  this  fashion  however 
much  one  may  disagree  with  them? 
It  surely  falls  short  of  the  Christian 
conception  of  loving  those  who  op- 
pose us;  even  disregarding  the  high 
Christian  ideal,  the  principle  of  de- 
mocracy seems  to  have  been  dam- 
aged. 

The  three  of  us  who  attended  the 


seminar  and  convention  under  the 
name  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
seemed  in  general  agreement  on  the 
following  observations: 

We  did  not  see  evidence  of  the 
common  conception  of  the  term  labor 
racketeer  in  our  contacts  in  the  vari- 
ous meetings.  On  the  whole,  we 
were  impressed  with  the  ability  of 
the  leadership  and  the  statesmanlike 
way  in  which  the  deliberations  were 
carried  on.  The  convention  seemed 
as  orderly  for  the  most  part  as  our 
national  church  conventions. 

It  was  very  apparent  that  the  labor 
movement  has  given  to  thousands  of 
people  a  very  real  "sense  of  be- 
longing" and  a  real  "cause"  which 
they  had  not  found  in  such  measure 
otherwise.  In  the  sessions  the  top 
officials  were  repeatedly  addressed 
as  "brother."  Quite  often  the  words, 
"our  cause"  or  "our  people,"  were 
spoken.  On  the  floor  and  in  small 
conversational  groups  around  the 
dinner  table,  we  observed  that  many 
of  the  leaders  deeply  felt  that  they 
"had  a  gospel  to  preach"  and  were 
really  engaged  in  carrying  out  some 
of  the  very  basic  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

It  was  evident  that  the  labor 
movement  welcomes  the  interest  of 
the  church  and  is  happy  to  state  the 
case  of  labor  to  men  of  religion.  One 
might  wish  that  the  church  would  as 
readily  welcome  labor  representa- 
tives to  their  national  convention. 
It  was  also  very  evident  that  the 
Catholic  Church  has  given  more  re- 
ligious leadership  to  the  movement 
than  have  the  Protestant  churches. 
It  seemed  to  all  of  us  very  important 
that  the  labor  movement  should  have 
real  religious  leadership;  for  while 
brotherhood  on  the  economic  level  is 
to  be  desired,  it  still  does  not  go 
far  enough  and  could  become  very 
dangerous  if  deep  religious  motiva- 
tion is  lacking. 

We  believed  also  that  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  much  to  con- 
tribute in  this  area  and  should  make 
its  contribution.    The  fact  that  our 


background  has  been  that  of  a  rural 
church  in  the  past  does  not  give  us 
the  right  to  be  unconcerned  about 
such  a  vital  issue  in  the  present, 
since  many  of  our  members  are  in 
industrial  areas  and  will  be  affected 
for  good  or  for  ill  by  the  turn  of 
such  movements  in  our  society. 
However,  to  give  any  leadership  to 
such  movements,  it  is  imperative 
that  we  free  ourselves  from  preju- 
dices, and  try  for  an  objective  un- 
derstanding of  the  whole  picture. 
We  fully  realize  that  such  a  sem- 
inar and  a  "look  in"  at  a  great  labor 
convention  is  not  by  any  means  the 
whole  economic  picture  and  that  the 


viewpoints  presented  by  any  one 
group  might  have  some  bias  as  to  the 
whole  economic  scene.  Of  course, 
this  is  exactly  what  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  has  in  mind  in 
arranging  this  as  only  one  of  a  whole 
series  of  such  seminars.  Others  are 
held  in  conjunction  with  other  na- 
tional conventions  such  as  those  of 
the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers, the  national  farm  organi- 
zations and  with  the  research  men  of 
the  universities.  The  aim  is  that 
religion  may  look  upon  the  whole 
economic  scene  objectively,  with- 
out bias,  and  give  religious  leader- 
ship. 


THE   A.   F.   OF   L   CONVENTION 


Walter  J.  Heisey 

Pastor,  Ivester  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa 


THE  Department  of  the  Church 
and  Economic  Life  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America  is  attempting  to 
deepen  the  interest  of  Protestant 
churches  in  the  organized  labor 
movement.  To  afford  opportunity  to 
study  the  movement  firsthand,  Sem- 
inars for  Church  Leaders  have  been 
arranged  to  run  concurrently  with 
national  labor  conventions.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  attend  one  of  these 
seminars  in  connection  with  the  con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  last  Oc- 
tober. 

As  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  be- 
comes more  interested  in  ministering 
to  people  in  cities  and  industrial 
areas,  the  need  for  understanding  the 
labor  movement  becomes  more  ap- 
parent. The  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board  is  launching  out  in  this  field. 
The  commission,  therefore,  arranged 
for  a  small  Brethren  delegation  at 
the  St.  Paul  meeting.  An  average  of 
thirty-five  people  attended  the 
seminar.  They  were  from  several 
denominations.  The  sessions  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  convention  were  very 
interesting.  We  received  a  warm 
welcome.  In  announcing  the  pres- 
ence of  the  seminar  group,  President 
Green  made  this  significant  remark, 
"I  know  you  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  the  ministers  of  the  Protestant 
churches,  many  of  them,  are  here 
this  morning  to  watch  our  work  and 
become  acquainted  with  our  aims, 
our  policies  and  our  objectives." 

Labor  seems  quite  eager  that  the 
leadership   of   the    churches   should 


become  better  acquainted  with  la- 
bor's aims  and  motives.  We  met 
many  of  the  national  and  inter- 
national leaders  who  are  forming 
A.  F.  of  L.  policies. 

The  seminars  were  addressed  by 
labor  leaders  who  were  attending 
the  convention.  These  speeches  were 
most  interesting  and  helpful.  Topics 
such  as  the  following  were  discussed: 
The  A.F.  of  L.— What  It  Is  and  How 
It  Works;  The  American  Labor 
Movement  —  Its  Contribution  to 
World  Peace,  Economic  Justice  and 
Progress;  How  Churches  and  Labor 
Unions  Can  Co-operate  in  Building 
Better  Communities.  The  speakers 
were  frank  and  fearless  in  their  pres- 
entations. They  pointed  out  weak- 
nesses of  both  the  church  and  labor. 

The  A.  F.  of  L.  seemed  quite  con- 
servative and  deliberate  in  its  poli- 
cies. The  delegates  did  not  seem 
rushed  in  their  sessions;  one  was  im- 
pressed with  the  mature  judgment  of 
the  business  as  presented.  Much 
of  the  business  was  done  in  com- 
mittees with  reports  brought  to  the 
open  conference  for  confirmation. 

Many  of  the  leaders  are  sincere 
and  devout  Christians.  The  over-all 
atmosphere  of  the  convention  would 
not  necessarily  give  that  impression, 
perhaps  not  any  more  than  a  session 
of  the  American  Congress.  But  as 
we  met  their  influential  leaders,  we 
were  impressed  with  their  sincerity. 
Those  who  spoke  to  the  seminar 
were  very  praiseworthy  men. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  better 
understanding  between  the  leaders 
of  the  Protestant  churches  and  the 
labor     movement.      Labor     frankly 


blames  the  churches  for  being  preju- 
diced and  intimidated  by  manage- 
ment. In  the  intimacy  of  the  seminar 
sessions,  with  selected  delegates  in 
attendance,  the  discussions  revealed 
a  prejudice  toward  the  labor  move- 
ment which  is  all  too  common  among 
church  leaders.  Labor  itself  seemed 
too  much  on  the  defensive. 

One  has  the  feeling  that  the  labor 
movement  is  large  and  powerful. 
Its  influence  can  be  wielded  for  good 
or  bad.  With  good  leadership,  labor 
can  be  directed  into  very  helpful 
and  constructive  channels.  Many  of 
the  resolutions  and  decisions  of  the 
St.  Paul  convention  were  forward- 
looking  and  humanitarian  in  their 
scope.  They  covered  health,  educa- 
tion, social  security  and  international 
problems.  The  churches  could  well 
afford  to  learn  from  some  of  these 
well-formulated  plans. 

It  is  evident  that  labor  will  wel- 
come the  sympathetic  and  unpreju- 
diced co-operation  of  church  leaders. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  a 
definite  contribution  to  make  in  this 
field,  and  her  leadership  should  be 
studying  this  responsibility  prayer- 
fully. 


Notes  .  .  . 

Three  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  attended  the  agricul- 
tural seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
Jan.  31  to  Feb.  10,  1950.  They  were: 
Enos  B.  Heisey,  R.  1,  Sheridan,  Pa.; 
Robert  L.  Honeyman,  West  Milton, 
Ohio;  Wilmer  Kline,  Manassas,  Va. 
The  seminar  studied  and  discussed 
the  question,  "What  could  and 
should  American  agriculture  do  for 
a  hungry  world?"  and  those  in  at- 
tendance were  asked  to  share  with 
others  what  they  acquired  from  the 
meetings.  These  Brethren  are  no 
doubt  willing  to  share  their  findings 
with  interested  church  groups. 

Last  November  $430  was  received 
from  the  Walnut  (Northern  Indiana) 
church,  Argos,  Ind.,  for  purchasing 
grade  heifers.  This  contribution 
started  as  the  project  of  the  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  of  the  church 
when  they  purchased  a  heifer  from 
a  member  of  the  congregation  who 
offered  to  raise  and  breed  it.  The 
$430  was  the  amount  of  money  it 
brought  at  a  sale.  This  is  a  very 
worthy  project  to  support  even 
though  it  does  not  receive  credit  for 
the  Brotherhood  Fund. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


DO  YOU  want  to  know  more 
about  the  alcohol  problem,  and 
what  your  local  church  can  do 
about  it!  Many  Brethren  are  asking 
for  facts  and  materials.  They  have 
asked  that  I  set  down  the  best  sug- 
gestions I  have.  I  am  undertaking 
to  give  in  concise  form  the  best  I 
have  on  this  problem. 

THE    PROBLEM 

A.  We  face  a  major  problem  in 
our  society. 

There  are  100  million  Americans 
over  fifteen  years  of  age.  Sixty-five 
million  of  them  (or  two  out  of  every 
three)  are  drinking.  Four  million  (of 
the  sixty-five  million)  drink  exces- 
sively— to  the  point  of  damage  to 
all  phases  of  life.  One  million  are 
alcoholic  addicts.  They  live  in  the 
Bowery — on  Skid  Row.  They  can- 
not do  without  alcohol. 

With  this  much  drinking  and 
drunkenness  in  the  general  popula- 
tion we  dare  not  evade  the  problem. 

B.  We  face  a  major  problem  in  our 
church. 

Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  found  in  his 
survey  that  "18%  of  our  Brethren 
youth  in  youth  camps  admit  having 
a  social  problem  about  drinking," 
and  that  "8.6%  of  our  Brethren 
youth  in  youth  camps  admit  they  are 
drinking." 

Enough  examples  of  Brethren 
adults  can  be  cited  to  prove  this  is 
not  just  a  youth  problem. 

We  face  a  major  problem.  Who 
can  answer  it? 

THE  MAJOR  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE 
CHURCH 

A.  It  is  a  major  function  of  the 
church  to  glorify  God. 

We  sing  hymns,  read  Scriptures, 
give  tithes  and  offerings,  have  fel- 
lowship, and  other  like  exercises 
to  glorify  God.  A  drinking  church 
cannot  glorify  God!  Let  Us  seek  to 
glorify  him. 

B.  It  is  the  function  of  the  church 
"to  redeem  the  sinner  and  perfect 
the  saint." 

The  church  should  make  the  sin- 
ner a  saint,  the  weak  man  strong, 
the  foolish  man  wise,  the  dishonest 
man  honest,  the  carnal  man  spiritual. 

Alcohol  reverses  the  process.  The 
saint  becomes  a  sinner,  the  wise 
foolish,  the  strong  weak,  the  honest 


WE  MEET  the 
ALCOHOL  PROBLEM 


James  Renz 

Temperance  Secretary- 


dishonest,  the  spiritual  carnal.  What 
would  happen  if  each  of  our  church- 
es were  to  take  seriously  the  func- 
tion of  redeeming  the  sinner? 

C.  It  is  the  function  of  the  church 
to  build  and  maintain  a  society  based 
on  the  New  Testament  and  Jesus' 
way  of  life. 

The  liquor  business  is  maintained 
to  meet  those  "needs  of  humanity" 
whose  fulfillment  is  disastrous  to 
society.  The  sale  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages is  never  encouraged  for  growth 
in  the  Spirit  of  Christ  or  as  an  aid 
in  building  his  kingdom.  In  the 
words  of  Dr.  Bernard  Clausen, 
"Clear  heads  never  choose  Calvert's 
(whisky).  Clear  heads  choose 
Christ!" 

The  church  has  the  answer  in 
these  functions.   What  must  we  do? 


THE  APPROACH  OF  THE 

CHURCH. 

Many  other  organizations  have 
surpassed  the  church  in  zeal — but 
we  have  the  real  answer.  Here  are 
eight  suggestions  for  the  local 
church. 

We  must  meet  without  equivoca- 
tion the  social  pressure  to  drink. 

Youth  and  adults  alike  are  under 
a  terrific  pressure  from  society  to 
drink.  Advertisements  glamorize 
drinking  and  the  drinker.  We  must 
make  it  popular  not  to  drink. 

The  church  must  educate,  using 
scientifically  sound  materials  and 
good  educational  procedures. 

There  are  now  many  schools  of 
scientific  study  on  the  alcohol  prob- 
lem. Our  own  Central  Region  School 
of  Alcohol  Studies,  and  others  as 
they  develop,  and  your  Temperance 
Secretary  will  aid  you.  Use  the  best 
in  materials!  Follow  the  best  pro- 
cedure! 


One  of  the  ways  to  meet  the  problem  of  alcohol  is  by  providing  whole- 
some social  and  recreational  opportunities 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  church  must  witness  to  the 
value  of  total  abstinence. 

Most  of  the  major  denominations 
are  now  carrying  on  a  Total  Ab- 
stinence Commitment  Day.  Part  of 
our  total  commitment  to  Christ  is 
commitment  to  total  abstinence. 
Pledges  do  count.  We  pledge  at  the 
time  of  baptism.  Let's  be  T.  A.'s 
(total  abstainers)! 

The  minister  (and  laymen)  must 
be  trained  and  willing  to  work  with 
those  who  use  alcohol. 

M.  T.  drank  for  twenty-five  years. 
The  church  never  helped  him  meet 
all  his  problems.  Finally,  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  did  help  him  meet  his 
problems  including  that  of  alcohol. 
The  church  did  not  help  him.  Now 
he  is  more  interested  in  Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  Let's  help  the  drinker 
meet  all  his  problems!  Let  us  put 
our  arms  of  love  around  the  drinker 
and  serve  God  and  man! 

We  must  recognize  that  the 
drinker  often  uses  alcohol  as  an 
escape  from  unpleasant  situations. 

When  we  do  not  "get  our  own 
way,"  we  are  cross  with  each  other; 
we  drink  excessive  amounts  of  cof- 
fee; we  take  out  our  anger  in  some 
other  way.  The  drinker  turns  to 
alcohol.  The  task  of  the  church  is 
to  help  people  meet  the  frustrating 
experiences  of  life  with  Christ.  Then 
such  escape  methods  are  unneces- 
sary. 

The  church  must,  through  the 
conversion  experience,  reach  and 
redeem  the  drinker. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  has  "stolen 
the  show"  from  the  church.  It  has 
made  much  of  the  experience  with 
a  "Power  greater  than  self."  Their 
program  of  rehabilitation  is  based 
on  man's  relation  to  God  and  re- 
demption by  doing  his  will.  The 
church  can  redeem  the  drinker  if  she 
will.  "Brethren,  if  a  man  be  over- 
taken in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  spirit- 
ual restore  such  an  one,  looking  to 
thyself  lest  thou  also  fall"  (Gal.  6: 
1). 

The  church  must  provide  for  social 
opportunities,  recreational  opportu- 
nities, family  group  visitation,  etc. 

We  must  open  wide  our  arms  to 
take  in  every  one  who  will  fellow- 
ship with  us.  The  Christian  duty 
demands  our  loving  fellowship  with 
all.  We  must  build  a  fellowship  that 
can  and  does  include  the  drinker. 

The  church  must  aid  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  alcohol  traffic. 

Every  inch  we  can  gain  against 
the  traffic  is  fine.  Every  foot  we 
can  gain — take  it!  Social  action  to 
aid  in  the  regulation  of  alcohol  in 
our     communities     is     a     necessity. 


For  Better  Understanding  of  the  Love  Feast 


Robert   Allen   Byerly 

Pastor,  First  Church,  Kokomo,  Indiana 


A  PROBLEM  of  the  parish  is  to 
have  the  love  feast  service 
mean  more  to  and  be  under- 
stood better  by  those  who  partake 
of  it.  The  conviction  has  been  grow- 
ing in  the  minds  of  many  Brethren 
pastors,  that  the  love  feast  is  not 
understood  by  the  members  of  a 
congregation  even  though  those 
same  members  have  observed  the 
rite  numerous  times  through  the 
years.  I  have  shared  in  this  con- 
viction and  have  endeavored  to  do 
something  about  it.  » 

At  our  last  love  feast  service,  ob- 
served on  the  evening  of  World  Com- 
munion Sunday,  we  prepared  a 
special  communion  bulletin,  giving 
the  complete  order  of  worship  for 
this  sacred  rite.  A  copy  of  this  ap- 
propriately designed  bulletin  was 
placed  at  each  place  set  at  the  com- 
munion tables.  A  copy  also  was 
given  to  all  visitors  and  observers. 

This  outline  of  the  love  feast  and 
communion  observance  was  very 
helpful  in  showing  the  scriptures 
used  in  the  service  and  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  sacraments.    The  pur- 


pose of  the  bulletin  centers  in  an 
educational  and  indoctrinational 
method. 

Probably  no  congregation  would 
want  to  prepare  this  bulletin  for 
every  love  feast  occasion,  but  once 
a  year,  or  whenever  there  are  many 
new  members  in  the  congregation, 
such  a  procedure  will  help  in  build- 
ing a  greater  appreciation  for  the 
service  and  will  provide  something 
to  be  used  for  future  reference  in  the 
home.  If  the  program  could  be  com- 
mercially printed,  there  could  be  in- 
cluded additional  details  and  devo- 
tional hymns  or  poems  which  would 
add  to  the  use  of  the  bulletin. 

The  testimony  of  those  who  com- 
muned at  our  last  love  feast  was 
that  the  detailed  order  of  worship 
was  a  real  asset  to  the  service.  New 
truth  and  inspiration  came  with  the 
better  understanding  of  the  religious 
rite.  Along  with  the  ever-present 
need  to  improve  our  facilities  for 
more  impressive  communion  serv- 
ices, I  suggest  that  this  method  of 
the  love  feast  bulletin  can  be  an 
important  aid  to  worship. 


Legislate  against  it!    Administer  the 
law! 

These  are  the  things  to  do.  How 
do  we  get  them  done? 

THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE 
PROGRAM 

A.  Plan  the  program  of  temper- 
ance education.  Plan  a  total  year's 
emphasis  for  all  age  groups.  The 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  or 
some  one  or  group  designated,  is  re- 
sponsible. Give  temperance  a  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  program  of 
your  church. 

B.  Study  the  community.  Have 
groups  visit  the  jail,  court,  welfare 
agencies,  etc.  Find  out  the  facts 
about  your  local  community.  Know 
the  problem  from  all  angles — how 
many  are  drinking,  where,  and  why? 
Have  the  facts  presented  to  your 
group. 

C.  Have  a  series  of  forums  or 
classes.  The  study  may  be  scheduled 
for  Sunday  evenings  or  some  week 
night.  Make  it  a  community  project. 
A  good  outline  is  Youth  and  Alcohol 
by  Henry  A.  Rickey. 

D.  Plan  for  worship  and  special- 
ized presentation.  Have  plays,  ora- 
torical  contests,    worship   programs, 


outside  speakers,  etc.  Vary  the  pro- 
gram to  appeal  to  all  age  groups  and 
individuals. 

E.  Use  the  best  literature.  Get 
some  good  piece  of  literature  into 
every  home  in  the  community.  Get 
the  literature  from  the  Temperance 
Secretary,  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission— General  Brotherhood 
Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
Visit  the  homes  as  you  distribute  the 
literature. 

F.  Sponsor  a  community  forum  on 
closing  night.  Invite  the  entire  com- 
munity. Present  the  facts  about 
your  community.  Plan  a  program 
to  meet  the  revealed  needs.  Plan 
for  immediate  and  future  action. 
Make  your  plans  inclusive  to  serve 
the  entire  community! 

G.  Carry  out  a  program  of  action. 
"The  liquor  traffic  would  kill  the 
church  if  it  could,  and  the  church 
could  kill  the  liquor  traffic  if  it 
would,"  said  Frances  Willard. 

We  face  a  major  problem.  The 
church  has  the  answer  in  its  func- 
tions. We  have  listed  the  things  to 
do  and  a  way  to  implement  them. 
The  rest  is  up  to  you! 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


The  Lord   Is  the  Strength 
of  My  Life 


Marianne  Michael 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


DO  YOU  know  what  it  is  to  be 
afraid?  Or  do  you  know,  too, 
what  is  freedom  from  fear? 
How  glibly  we  speak  of  those  things 
which  are  so  close  to  us. 

I  had  no  idea  of  the  depth  of  fear 
that  can  clutch  the  human  heart 
until  I  looked  into  the  eyes  of  men 
and  women  who  never  in  their  lives 
have  said,  "Of  what  shall  I  be 
afraid?"  because  never  for  a  day  in 
their  lives  have  they  known  and 
trusted  anyone  or  anything  which 
could  give  them  real  freedom  from 
fear. 

Civilization  has  cushioned  the 
shock  of  so  many  of  our  fears  that 
we  forget  that  primitive  fears  such 
as  stepping  on  a  snake  or  of  attack 
by  a  wild  animal  do  still  exist.  Lan- 
terns and  shoes,  tight  walls  and 
floors,  cement  walks  and  the  activity 
of  crowds  of  people  have  long  since 
protected  us  from  all  that.  We,  too, 
have  never  looked  into  an  empty 
grain  bin  with  the  grinding  stone 
standing  quiet  beside  it  and  known 
the  fear  that  only  hunger  lies  ahead 
until  harvest.  Civilization  has  told 
us  to  draw  on  our  savings  or  refer 
the  needy  to  an  agency,  or  to  use 
credit.  Among  a  primitive  people, 
alternatives  simply  do  not  exist.  If 
a  family  does  not  have  enough  in 
its  little  granary  to  last  from  one 
harvest  to  the  next,  only  one  thing 
will  happen.  In  our  culture,  too,  the 
time  has  long  since  passed  when  a 
mother  need  stand  helplessly  by  the 
side  of  her  child  ravaged  by  disease, 
and  know  that  there  is  no  help 
beneath  heaven  to  which  she  can 
turn  for  succor.  Africa  has  a  long 
way  to  go  before  a  mother  can  look 
down  into  the  face  of  her  newborn 
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child  and  feel  any  assurance  that 
she  will  see  him  grow  to  manhood. 
A  mother  does  not  name  her  child 
until  he  has  attained  some  size  be- 
cause she  must  first  wait  to  see  if 
he  is  going  to  live,  if  it  is  going  to 
be  worth  while  to  name  him.  What 
mother  looks  ahead  free  from  fear? 

Above  and  beyond  and  surpassing 
those  fears  that  are  simply  a  part 
of  daily  living,  as  ever-present  as 
the  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
are  the  fears  of  offending  unknow- 
ingly spirits  which  dare  not  be  of- 
fended. The  man  I  meet  on  the  path 
is  a  walking  picture  of  fear  with 
his  arms  virtually  covered  with 
charms  and  amulets.  His  mother 
bore  him  in  fear,  and  doubtless  her 
first  duty  to  her  newborn  son  was 
to  hang  a  charm  about  his  neck  and 
about  his  waist.  From  that  day  for- 
ward the  ever-increasing  exigencies 
of  life  have  forced  him  into  adding 
charm  after  charm  until  he  can 
scarcely  remember  the  reason  for 
them  all,  and  it  leaves  him  wonder- 
ing if,  after  all,  he  may  not  be  for- 
getting some  important  thing  from 
which  he  may  not  yet  be  protected. 

Perhaps  in  his  lifetime  he  may 
never  learn  to  look  up  and  to  say, 
"I  will  not  be  afraid."  One  day  his 
eyes  will  close,  ending  a  life  of  un- 
certainties but  with  only  dread  for 
the  unknown  which  lies  ahead.  His 
family  will  lay  him  to  rest  hurriedly, 
with  tears,  and  with  anxiety  too, 
lest  in  some  way  his  spirit  might 
not  be  at  rest. 

I  am  sorry  he  spent  his  life  afraid. 
I  am  sorry  that  there  are  millions 
all  around  him  who  are  not  looking 
onward  and  upward.  But  I  am  glad 
too  that  for  some  young  people  here 
today  the  story  will  be  different. 
The  boys  and  girls  who  have  already 
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been  contacted  by  the  mission,  who 
now  have  a  chance  to  learn  and  who 
are  under  Christian  leadership  in 
some  phases  of  their  lives  can  take 
hold  of  a  Power  outside  of  them- 
selves of  which  their  parents  never 
knew.  At  last  they  can  relax  in  the 
knowledge  that  there  is  a  loving  and 
caring  Father,  who  waits  patiently 
to  lead  us  until  he  can  grasp  our 
upreaching  hands.  What  abiding 
peace  as  the  young  Christian  casts 
all  those  fears  on  the  One  who  alone 
is  able  to  cast  out  fear! 

My  young  son  and  I  are  walking 
home  at  night;  the  wide  sweep  of 
a  rural  sky  stretches  over  us  and 
the  dew  is  heavy  on  the  peanut 
patches  beside  us.  I  feel  the  small 
brown  hand  held  tightly  in  my  own 
and  a  childish  face  looks  up,  saying, 
"We're  not  afraid,  are  we,  mommie?" 
No,  we  are  not  afraid.  We  are  just 
two  tired  people  walking  by  lantern 
light  to  the  home  which  is  just  up 
one  more  hill,  where  clean  beds  and 
good  rest  await  us.  No,  we  are  not 
afraid. 

But  surrounding  us  on  every  side, 
so  close  that  we  can  see  the  smoke 
drifting  up  from  their  firesides,  are 
other  mothers  and  sons  to  whom  life 
is  still  one  long  night.  The  darkness 
in  which  they  walk  is  so  enveloping, 
the  path  so  obscure  that  they  cannot 
find  their  way.  For  them  there  is 
no  soft  glow  of  a  lantern  in  the 
darkness,  no  strong  hand  reaching 
down,  no  spiritual  home  where  sweet 
rest  awaits.  They  do  not  look  up 
yet  and  say,  "We're  not  afraid."  Can 
you  picture  the  depth  of  that  dark- 
ness? Can  you  feel  the  loneliness 
of  walking  that  long  way  alone?  Do 
you  know  and  live  in  the  light  that 
can  pierce  that  darkness? 

Continued   on  page  24 


Through   the   engulfing   darkness 

comes  a  glowing  light  as  the  story 

of  Jesus  reaches  those  who  are 

guided  by  fear 


The  Church  at  Home 
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I  Married  a  Minister 


Irene  Bittinger 

Elgin,  Illinois 


FOR  many  women  life  seems  to 
consist  of  a  series  of  recipes, 
measurements,  needles  and  pins. 
In  the  process  of  cooking  and  baking, 
quantities  are  specific  and  exacting; 
in  the  realm  of  sewing,  attention  to 
detail  is  a  necessity;  even  the  mar- 
keting requires  skilled  eyes  and 
judgment. 

But  there  are  areas  of  a  woman's 
life  where  it  is  hard  to  measure  the 
relative  importance  of  things.  One 
cannot  say,  for  instance,  "You  need 
six  ounces  of  love,  eighteen  inches  of 
patience  and  three  cups  of  faith." 

If  we  could  make  such  measure- 
ments of  the  requirements  of  a  wom- 
an's life,  this  one  thing  would  be 
certain  as  concerns  a  minister's  wife, 
we  would  require  "more"  of  each 
ingredient  in  her  than  in  other 
women. 

Basically,  that  is  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation. The  minister's  wife's  job 
is  as  important  as  her  husband's  and 
he  depends  very  greatly  upon  her  for 
his  success.  She  must  be  able  to 
say  to  her  husband,  "Your  success 
is  mine,  and  my  success  is  yours! 
We  have  a  job  to  do  together  and 
wherein  I  can  help  you,  that  I  shall 
cheerfully  do."  It  often  happens 
that  respected  ministers  will  give 
much  credit  to  their  wives  for  their 
counsel,  their  faith,  and  their  judg- 
ment. Ministers  sometimes  fail  be- 
cause of  the  failure  of  the  wife  to 
understand  the  full  implications  of 
her  opportunities  or  if  she  under- 
stands them  she  is  not  trained  or 
willing  to  assume  them. 

There  are  a  number  of  factors  that 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the  min- 
ister and  his  wife.  Let  us  examine 
the  factor  of  appearance. 

It  should  be  the  concern  of  the 
wife  to  "look  her  husband  over"  be- 
fore he  leaves  the  house  to  see  that 
all  is  well.  The  Brethren  ideal  of 
the  simple  life  involves  much  more 
than  we  sometimes  think.  It  in- 
volves good  taste  and  widsom  in  the 
selection  of  fabric  and  color;  it  in- 
cludes neatness  and  cleanliness. 
Here,  again,  attention  to  detail  of 
Unes  suited  to  the  individual  pays 


Her  Appearance  Should    Help   Proclaim 
Her  Message 


big  dividends.  Blessed  is  the  minis- 
ter's wife  who  has  had  courses  in 
homemaking  and  dressmaking.  She 
will  be  forever  grateful  for  that 
knowledge  as  it  helps  her  in  her 
selections  of  materials  and  in  the 
making  of  needed  apparel. 

The  minister's  wife  should  keep 
in  mind  her  particular  congregation 
and  comunity  when  it  comes  to  the 
matter  of  clothes.  She  will  want  to 
keep  herself  and  family  somewhat 
within  the  tradition  and  standards 
upheld  there.  She  will  probably  not 
be  the  first  one  to  adopt  some  new 
style  nor  will  she  be  the  last  one — 
if  it  is  sensible  and  if  it  is  becoming 
to  her  own  person.  She  will  not  want 
to  have  her  clothes  make  her  a  con- 
spicuous person  within  her  group — 
in  either  direction.  The  best  dressed 
person  in  any  group  after  all  is  not 
the  one  who  is  most  expensively 
dressed  but  rather  the  one  whose 
total  appearance  is  that  of  poise  and 
charm.  This  can  be  created  by  giv- 
ing attention  to  details  of  line,  color, 
neatness,  cleanliness  and  daintiness. 

The  successful  minister's  wife  will 
think  not  only  of  the  appearance  of 
her  husband  and  herself.  She  will 
think  also   of  her   children   and   of 


her  home.  It  is  an  accepted  fact  that 
no  nation  can  rise  higher  than  the 
level  of  its  homes.  It  is  also  true 
that  it  is  better  to  teach  by  example 
than  by  word  alone.  This  is  true  of 
the  minister's  home.  There  is  no  area 
of  life  in  which  the  minister's  wife  is 
not  a  teacher.  Every  activity  of 
hers,  every  word  she  speaks,  almost 
every  idea  she  ponders  become  an 
example  to  someone.  How  wonder- 
ful then  if  the  home  of  the  minister 
can  really  be  one  where  God  is  con- 
fessed in  the  "beauty  of  their  ordered 
lives!" 

Perhaps  the  face  of  the  minister's 
wife  is  the  most  important  factor  in 
her  total  appearance.  No  longer  do 
we  think  of  the  minister's  wife  as  a 
frail,  wisp  of  a  woman  who  is  a 
clinging  vine.  The  minister's  wife  of 
today  needs  to  give  attention  to  the 
lines  of  her  face.  This  would  not 
concern  itself  as  much  with  cosmetics 
as  with  "happy  laughter — wrinkles 
about  the  eyes,"  a  sparkle  of  wel- 
come, a  gleam  in  the  pupils  and  a 
keen,  intelligent  and  eager  under- 
standing in  the  whole  facial  expres- 
sion.   Her  forehead  will  not  mirror 
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defeat  or  discouragement  but  rather 
will  indicate  the  courage  and  faith 
that  bring  dedication  to  the  high 
calling  of  helping  people  find  God. 
Her  voice  will  be  friendly  and  sin- 
cere; her  attitude  will  adjust  quickly 
to  the  attitude  of  the  one  who  comes 
for  help  or  counsel.  Her  bearing  will 
be  one  of  poise  and  charm.  She  will 
be  at  ease  in  any  company.  Her 
words  will  be  builders  of  goodwill 
and  peace.  Through  her  total  ap- 
pearance and  attitude  she  will  seek 
to  be  a  preserver  and  builder  of  that 
which  is  good  and  beautiful  and 
true. 


The  Lord  Is  the  Strength 

Continued  from  page  22 

How  tremendously  our  people  here 
need  the  assurance  that  God's  work 
moves  forward  in  the  hearts  and 
works  of  those  brethren  everywhere 
who  will  not  be  afraid,  who  need 
not  hold  back  anything  which  could 
be  used  to  the  furthering  of  his  king- 
dom, even  to  life  itself. 

I  have  friends  who  have  healthy 
babies,  tight  roofs  overhead,  clean 
food  to  eat,  soft  beds  at  night,  the 
tall  shadow  of  Christ's  church  in 
their  community,  yet  who  are  still 
afraid  that  it  is  not  enough.  What 
remains  to  give  them  such  radiant 
peace  within  themselves,  so  bound- 
less and  so  deep,  that  it  could  spill 
over  into  this  needy  land  to  light 
the  way  of  those  who  walk  in 
darkness? 

When  can  Africa  say  with  the 
psalmist: 

The  Lord   is   the  strength   of  my   life; 
Of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid? 


SOS 

Violet  Pfaltzgraff 

Lassa,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

A  COUPLE  of  years  ago  the  doc- 
tor was  going  to  Chibuk  to 
make  a  medical  trip.  The  trip 
was  long  and  hot  for  he  was  travel- 
ing by  bicycle  and  it  was  an  uphill 
climb.  Upon  reaching  one  of  the 
many  bends  of  the  Yedsaram  River, 
he  stopped  to  rest.  As  he  sat  on  the 
bank  resting,  he  noticed  some  shiny 
particles  in  the  sand.  He  picked 
one  up  and  pocketed  it  until  he 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  an- 
alyze it.  Upon  analyzing  it,  he  was 
certain  that  it  was  gold.  When  he 
told  me  about  the  ore  we  decided 
to  keep  it  a  secret.  We  did  not  want 
the  outside  world  to  know  that  some- 
where along  its  course,  the  Yedsaram 
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was  finding  ore  and  depositing  it  in 
its  sands.  We  were  going  to  keep 
it  a  secret,  for  we  did  not  want  to 
see  miners  coming  into  our  area, 
bringing  with  them  drinking  and 
debauchery.  And  we  rested  secure, 
believing  that  our  secret  was  safe. 

When  we  arrived  in  Lagos,  return- 
ing from  our  furlough,  we  found  a 
letter  of  welcome  awaiting  us  from 
one  of  our  senior  missionaries.  "In 
it  she  said,  "I  suppose  that  you  have 
heard  about  the  mine  prospects  near 
Mobi."  We  were  shocked  out  of  our 
complacency,  realizing  that  others 
knew  even  more  about  our  secret 
than  we  ourselves  could  guess.  And 
we  started  to  pray  that  the  amount 
of  ore  found  would  be  too  scanty 
to  begin  to  mine.  And  yet  the  sands 
of  the  Yedsaram  had  ore  washed 
with  it. 

The  rains  had  already  begun  be- 
fore our  return  from  America,  thus 
closing  some  of  the  dry  season  roads. 
Upon  reaching  Uba  we  stopped  and 
asked  a  Muslim  if  the  road  was  still 
open  to  Mitcika,  for  if  it  was  our 
trip  to  Lassa  would  be  easier.  The 
Muslim  answered,  "Yes,  the  roads 
are  open  as  far  as  the  mining  pros- 
pects, for  the  miners  have  been 
through  a  number  of  times." 

At  the  mention  of  the  miners  we 
were  made  to  realize  that  we  were 
praying  a  negative  prayer.  We  saw 
that  this  country  has  much  to  offer 
the  outside  world.  It  is  rich  in  folk- 
lore and  customs.  There  are  prod- 
ucts raised  of  which  the  outside 
world  demands  more  and  more.  Civ- 
ilization, too,  has  much  to  offer  to 
these  folk  with  its  beautiful  art  and 
music,  medicine  and  literature. 
Whether  by  way  of  mines  or  com- 
merce, modern  civilization  is  coming 
to  these  people. 

In  an  instant  we  saw  that  we  were 
facing  an  emergency,  a  crisis  in  the 
way  of  living  among  our  Margi 
friends.  Civilization  was  coming 
with  unabated  force;  nothing  will 
prevent  it  coming,  for  it  needs  Africa 
and  Africa  needs  it.  Upon  realizing 
that  the  crisis  was  already  upon  us, 
our  prayers  took  on  a  strong  positive 
aspect.  Our  one  request  of  Him  who 
promised,  "Ask  and  it  shall  be  giv- 
en," is  that  the  Margi  tribe  with  its 
immediate  neighbors  will  know  of 
his  power  and  love  within  this  gen- 
eration. If  ever  we  needed  his  guid- 
ance, it  is  now.  If  ever  we  needed 
your  co-operation  in  prayer,  it  is 
now.  Pray  with  us  for  the  complete 
evangelization  of  these  immediate 
tribes  that  they  may  meet  civiliza- 
tion with  Christ  to  lead  them. 

And  if  you  can,  come  over  and 
help  us. 


Agricultural  Missions  Anni- 
versary at  Cornell 

I.  W.  Moomaw 

Agricultural  Missions,  New  York  City 

THE  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
school  for  rural  missionaries  at 
Cornell  University  was  observed 
by  a  special  program  and  fellowship 
supper,  Jan.  20,  1950.  Present  were 
students  in  preparation  for  mission 
service,  missionaries  on  furlough, 
local  pastors  and  Cornell  faculty 
members  who  have  participated  in 
the  course  during  the  years. 

Dr.  E.  K.  Higdon  was  the  guest 
speaker  and  he  addressed  the  group 
on  Christian  Missions  in  Today's  Ru- 
ral World.  Said  he,  "Contrary  to 
popular  opinion,  there  are  many 
types  of  mission  work,  many  chan- 
nels through  which  people  may  be 
brought  into  a  saving  relationship 
with  Christ.  We  often  think  of  the 
ministry,  medicine  and  education  as 
the  only  forms  of  mission  service. 
...  In  addition  to  the  above,  are 
home  and  family  life,  agriculture, 
recreation,  leadership,  public  health, 
journalism,  development  of  co-opera- 
tives, and  youth  work." 

Dr.  Higdon  said  that  since  four 
fifths  of  the  people  to  be  served  by 
missionaries  are  rural,  it  is  essential 
that  there  be  adequate  training  in 
agriculture  and  rural  life.  This  is 
especially  true  because  missionaries 
are  sent  to  serve  and  develop 
churches  in  the  great  hunger  areas 
of  the  world.  Said  he,  "We  just  can- 
not develop  a  strong  church  among 
starving  people." 

For  the  past  twenty  years,  there 
have  been  special  courses  provided 
by  Cornell  University  during  the 
month  of  January  for  missionaries 
on  furlough.  The  teaching  has  been 
done  by  some  of  the  most  able  facul- 
ty members  there  in  addition  to  their 
regular  responsibilities.  The  subjects 
include  home  and  family  life,  rural 
education,  agronomy,  vegetable  gar- 
dening, poultry  husbandry,  soil  con- 
servation, problems  of  nutrition,  etc. 

To  date,  over  600  missionaries  of 
18  denominations  have  taken  train- 
ing at  Cornell  and  have  gone  to  serve 
in  38  different  countries.  John  H. 
Reisner  could  not  be  present,  but 
sent  a  letter  of  greeting  expressing 
the  deep  appreciation  of  Agricultural 
Missions  to  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
nell faculty,  whose  devoted  interest 
beyond  the  line  of  duty  has  made 
this  significant  training  possible. 

Those  present  paused  in  remem- 
brance of  missionaries  in  service  on 
various  fields  and  sent  them  a  special 
word  of  greeting. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Second  District  of  Virginia  Women 
Meet 

The  women  of  the  Second  District 
of  Virginia  met  in  the  Forest  Chapel 
church  on  Oct.  15  for  an  all-day 
meeting.  Mrs.  Elvert  F.  Miller,  who 
had  been  president  of  the  women's 
work  of  the  district  for  a  period  of 
the  past  three  years,  has  moved  from 
the  district  and  Mrs.  Homer  J.  Miller 
is  the  new  president.  She  presided 
aver  the  conference. 

Mrs.  Homer  J.  Miller  gave  an  in- 
teresting report  of  the  women's  work 
jf  the  Ocean  Grove  Conference.  Mrs. 
Dlden  D.  Mitchell  represented  the 
women  of  the  district  at  the  Virginia 
Council  of  Church  Women's  confer- 
ence in  Richmond,  Va.  She  gave  a 
■eport  of  the  council's  conference. 
\  unit  of  church  women  is  formed  in 
5taunton,  Va.,  where  her  husband  is 
>astor. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Showalter,  national  aid 
lirector,  gave  the  morning  address 
•n  the  theme,  Deepening  the  Spirit- 
lal  Life  Through  Aid  Relief. 

The  afternoon  was  used  as  a 
leriod  for  seminars.  The  district 
lirectors  of  the  six  departments  of 
somen's  work  each  conducted  a 
eparate  group  meeting.  Each  wom- 
n  present  had  opportunity  for  pre- 
enting  her  questions  concerning  her 
nterests. 

The  women  decided  to  have  their 
950  fall  conference  at  the  Valley 
Jethel  church,  Bolar,  Va.— Mrs.  Er- 
lest  B.  Craun,  Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  dis- 
rict  secretary  of  women's  work. 

Cradle   Roll   Started  in  Philadel- 
phia,   Spreads    Throughout 
Protestant     Churches 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Funk  of  Sebring,  Fla.,  and 
'hiladelphia,  Pa.,  sends  the  following  story 
f  the  beginning  of  the  cradle  roll : 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Thomas  became  a  mem- 
ier  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
'hiladelphia  after  she  had  married 
)r.  John  S.  Thomas  of  that  city.  On 
er  second  Sunday  among  the 
irethren,  she  was  appointed  as 
jacher  of  the  infant  class.  She  con- 
nued  as  their  teacher  for  many 
ears,  but  she  felt  that  they  really 
rere  not  infants  but  primaries  and 
lat  there  should  be  some  organiza- 
on  within  the  church  which  took 
l  the  tiniest  babies  and  the  infants, 
iter  about  fifteen  years  of  teaching 
ie  infant  class,  during  which  the 
lurch  had  constructed  and  moved 
ito  a  new  building,  she  continued 
i  pray  for  an  opportunity  to  develop 

real  infant's  department. 


a  city-wide  cradle  roll  idea  was 
started.  From  there  it  passed  on  to 
the  International  Sunday-school 
Convention  and  cradle  rolls  hence- 
forth were  sponsored  by  the  inter- 
national Sunday-school  movement. 
They  have  now  become  a  general 
part  of  most  Protestant  churches. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


One  Sunday  when  the  lesson  was 
about  the  raising  of  the  daughter  of 
Jairus,  Mrs.  Thomas  brought  along 
a  cradle  to  help  in  her  teaching  plan 
for  the  day.  During  the  week,  one 
of  the  children,  Georgie,  had  died. 
The  other  children  thought  she  had 
brought  the  cradle  to  represent  the 
vacant  place  of  Georgie.  They  said 
they  wished  there  was  some  way  in 
which  Georgie  could  be  "lifted  up" 
as  the  daughter  of  Jairus  had  been. 

Mrs.  Thomas  asked  them  to  bring 
along  with  them  the  next  Sunday 
the  names  of  all  the  children  in  their 
homes  who  were  not  yet  old  enough 
to  come  to  Sunday  school.  The  next 
Sunday  twenty-six  such  names  were 
brought  and  Mrs.  Thomas  tied  them 
to  the  cradle.  Thus,  it  seemed  that 
new  life  was  being  raised  up  for 
Georgie,  who  had  departed  from 
among  them. 

In  their  midst  was  the  cradle,  and 
on  the  cradle  was  a  roll.  Thus,  was 
born  the  words  cradle  roll. 

This  story  was  taken  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  in  Philadelphia,  and 

About  Books  .  .  . 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois.— Editor. 


Baker-Reiman. — Ronald  D.  Baker  of  Ber- 
lin, Pa.,  and  Doris  B.  Reiman  of  Stoney- 
creek  Township,  Pa.,  Jan.  15,  1950,  at  the 
bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. — Austin 
Cooper,  Berlin,  Pa. 

Baysinger-Moyers.— Lloyd  Baysinger  of 
Elizabeth,  111.,  and  Beatrice  Moyers  of 
Brandonville,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  11,  1950,  in  the 
Bethany  chapel,  Chicago,  111.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  111. 

Beriel-Sommers. — Kenneth  Beriet  and 
Ruth  Sommers,  Dec.  17,  1949,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Elmer  Brumbaugh,  Kent,  Ohio. 

Craig-Pippenger. — Dale  L.  Craig  of  Bre- 
men, Ind.,  and  Marilyn  S.  Pippenger  of 
Syracuse,  Ind.,  Feb.  25,  1940,  in  the  Syra- 
cuse church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Dale  E.  Gibboney,  Chicago,  111. 

Fillio-Sutterby.— Lloyd  Fillio  and  Helen 
Sjatterby,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Jan.  28. 
1950,  in  the  Elkhart  City  church,  Ind.,  by 
the  undersigned.— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart, 
Ind. 


Service  for  Peace.  Melvin  Gin- 
gerich.  Mennonite  Central  Commit- 
tee, 1949.   524  pages.  $3.00. 

This  book  is  a  history  of  Men- 
nonite Civilian  Public  Service;  it  is 
a  well-documented,  scholarly  study. 
The  attempt  is  at  an  objective  ap- 
praisal and  a  recording  of  essential 
facts.  The  publisher's  foreword  in- 
dicates that  "the  author  passes  no 
judgment  on  the  issues  involved  in 
his  history;  his  commission  was  to 
tell  the  story  in  its  comprehensive 
sweep  as  well  as  in  its  more  intimate 
details  so  that  our  generation  might 
know  as  thoroughly  and  as  accurate- 
ly as  possible  what  happened."  Care- 
ful reading  of  the  volume  sub- 
stantiates this  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  author.  However,  the  selec- 
tion of  the  materials,  and  their  treat- 
ment, in  themselves  indicate  the  bias 
of  the  author  in  favor  of  the  general 
outlines  of  the  program  as  it  de- 
veloped for  Mennonites.  To  me  the 
book  is  the  more  valuable  because 
this  is  so. 

Service  -for  Peace  begins  with  an 
excellent  discussion  of  the  Men- 
nonites in  America  and  their  war- 
time activities  which  indicate  them 
to  be  probably  the  most  consistent 
nonresistant  group  in  American  his- 
tory. It  is  then  related  how  the  Men- 
nonites co-operated  with  other 
groups,  especially  the  Friends  and 
the  Brethren,  to  plan  and  work  for 


peace  and  to  plan  an  alternative 
service  program  for  conscientious 
objectors  in  event  of  war  and  its  at- 
tendant conscription  laws.  After  re- 
lating the  origin  of  CPS  and  the 
National  Service  Board  for  Religious 
Objectors,  and  denning  the  pro- 
cedure by  which  a  conscientious 
objector  was  inducted  into  CPS,  the 
history  turns  to  a  description  of  Men- 
nonite CO's  in  camp  and  the  various 
types  of  projects  in  which  they 
served.  This  is  the  story,  first  of  all, 
of  the  base  camps,  and  then  of  the 
special  projects  which  developed 
later  in  the  program.  The  author 
then  attempts  to  outline  fiscal 
policies  and  administrative  patterns 
covering  the  entire  CPS  operations. 
An  evaluation  is  given  of  CPS  from 
the  standpoint  of  men  in  it  and  their 
religious  sponsors,  as  well  as  from 
that  of  the  larger  pacifist  and  non- 
pacifist  communities  outside  CPS. 
The  volume  closes  with  a  chapter 
on  the  Canadian  conscientious  ob- 
jector, indicating  that  the  Canadian 
system  differed  considerably  from 
that  followed  in  the  United  States. 
Dr.  Gingerich  has  rendered  a  sig- 
nificant service  in  writing  this  factual 
and  evenly  balanced  presentation  of 
the  Mennonite  experience  in  alterna- 
tive service  during  World  War  II. — 
W.  Harold  Row. 
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Fillmore-Bowman. — Charles  Fillmore  of 
Rockford,  111.,  and  Ruth  Bowman  of  Vi- 
enna, Va.,  in  the  Oakton  church,  Dec.  30, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Marvin  E. 
Clingenpeel,  Vienna,  Va. 

Ponnock-Weaver.— Joseph  E.  Pennock  of 
Norristown,  Pa.,  and  Virginia  Anne  Weaver 
of  Oaks,  Pa.,  Feb.  4,  1950,  in  the  Green 
Tree  church,  Oaks,  Pa.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Ivan  Fetterman,  Oaks,  Pa. 

Reynolds-Sumpier. — Joseph  P.  Reynolds 
of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  and  Mrs.  Louise 
Sumpter  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  25,  1949, 
in  the  Franklin  Grove  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— O.  D.  Buck,  Franklin  Grove, 
111. 

Robinson-Hay. — James  W.  Robinson  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Patricia  Jean  Hay  of 
Trotwood,  Ohio,  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Nov.  5,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. 
— E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,   Ohio. 

Shiftleii-Johnson.— Elwood  Shifflett  of  St. 
George,  Va.,  and  Sylvia  Johnson  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  Dec.  24,  1949,  in  the  Evergreen 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Harold  E. 
Kettering,  Stanardsville,  Va. 

Zook-Maleer. — John  I.  Zook  and  Mary 
Joanne  Mateer,  in  the  Stone  church,  Pa., 
Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— John  C. 
Middlekauff,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Anna  Balsbaugh 

Anna  Balsbaugh,  daughter  of  A.  L. 
and  Elizabeth  Flora  Miller,  was  born 
near  Mexico,  Ind.,  March  15,  1878,  and 
died  Nov.  1,  1949. 

In  1901  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elder  Walter  Balsbaugh  in  Jefferson 
Township,  where  they  resided  during  all 
of  their  married  life. 

Early  in  life  she  united  with  the 
Mexico  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She 
always  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life. 
She  and  her  husband  served  faithfully  in 
many  responsible  positions  in  the  church 
and  in  the  community.  She  always  mani- 
fested patience  and  Christian  courage 
through  all  of  her  many  hours  of  suffering. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two 
daughters,  two  sons,  four  brothers,  three 
sisters,  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  six 
great-grandchildren.  One  daughter  pre- 
ceded her  in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Mexico  church  by  the  pastor,  assisted  by 
Elder  T.  G.  Weaver.  Burial  was  in  the 
Greenlawn  cemetery. — Robert  L.  Sink, 
Mexico,  Ind. 

Cyrus  M.  Banlz 

Cyrus  M.  Bantz  was  born  in  Delaware, 
County,  Ind.,  May  13,  1872,  and  died  Jan. 
25,  1950. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  moved  to 
Carroll  County,  Tenn.  In  1891  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was 
the  first  person  to  be  baptized  by  triune 
immersion  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

In  1891  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Carrie  L.  Oren,  who  died  in  1936.  In  1891 
he  was  called  to  the  office  of  deacon.  In 
1897  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  and 
in  1902  was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 

In  1905  he  moved  to  Trotwood,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  active  in  the  free  ministry  in  the 
Trotwood  and  Bear  Creek  congregations. 
One  of  his  sons,  Wilbur,  also  became  a 
minister  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  De- 
catur church,  111.  Most  of  his  life,  since 
the  death  of  Sister  Bantz,  has  been  lived 
with  his  son,  Wilson. 

He  is  survived  by  four  sons,  Noah,  Wil- 
liam, Wilson  and  Wilbur;  three  daughters, 
Mrs.  Joe  Augustine,  Mrs.  William  Robbins 
and  Mrs.  Houck  Ely;  seventeen  grand- 
children; twenty-two  great-grandchildren; 
two  brothers;  a  sister;  two  half  brothers; 
and  two  half  sisters. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Trotwood  church  by  the  undersigned  and 
W.  H.  Holler.— E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood, 
Ohio. 
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Ida   Sommers 
Ida   Sommers,    daughter   of   Abner   and 
Lydia    Hershberger    Stutzman,    was    born 
June  5,  1882,  at  Milford,  Nebr.,  and  passed 
away    in    Ravenna, 
If       Ohio,  Sept.  26,  1949. 
In    1901    she   was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Joseph  Sommers, 
who    preceded    her 
in  death  in  1921.  To 
this  union  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  six 
of  whom  survive. 

In  the  earlier  part 
of  her  life  she  was 
a  member  of  the 
Mennonite  Church. 
In  later  years,  she 
and  her  children 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Kent, 
where  she  attended 
services  faithfully  as  long  as  health  per- 
mitted. 

Her  testimony  of  faith,  her  sincere  re- 
gard and  love  for  Christ,  her  love  of  old 
hymns  and  church  growth  became  a  part 
of  her  daily  living. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Kent  church  by  Brethren  A.  H.  Miller  and 
Elmer  Brumbaugh.  Burial  was  in  the 
Mennonite  cemetery,  Aurora,  Ohio. — Sallie 
Saxe,  Kent,  Ohio. 

Nancy  Ann  Gibboney 

Nancy     Ann     Gibboney,     daughter     of 

Hiram    Henry    and    Sarah   Rohrer    Smith, 

was  born  near  Akron,  Ohio,  April  7,  1868, 

and    died    Oct.    15, 

vr~ t~-     *  -  1949. 

At  an  early  age 
she  moved  with  her 
parents  to  Brad- 
ford, Ohio.  She  was 
a  member  of  the 
River  Brethren 
church  as  a  young 
girl.  In  later  years 
"   '.,.-         '   .  they  moved  to   Mt. 

fJEf-       Pleasant,    Pa.,    and 

I  helped   to   organize 

the  church  at  Alice 
— IK^SXJK'i      Mines.   In  1910  they 
moved  to  Bradford, 
Ohio.    Here  she  and  her  husband  became 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

In  1886  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Samuel  J.  Gibboney.  To  this  union  eleven 
children  were  born. 

She  is  survived  by  the  following  chil- 
dren: Albert  J.,  Mrs.  Jess  Wombold,  Jesse 
Leroy,  Sarah  Viola,  Elmer  Lee,  Emma 
Edith,  Arthur  Dewey,  Mrs.  Rex  Lemon, 
Daisy  Alice  and  Gerald  C;  she  is  also 
survived  by  thirty-six  grandchildren,  and 
twenty-eight  great-grandchildren.  Her 
husband  and  two  daughters  preceded  her 
in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Chester  Stocker  funeral  home  by  Breth- 
ren John  M.  Stover  and  E.  Friend  Couser. 
Interment  was  in  the  Harris  Creek  ceme- 
tery, Bradford,  Ohio.— Mrs.  Margaret  Kiltz, 
Bradford,  Ohio. 

Allegri,  John,  a  resident  at  the  Neffsville 
Brethren  Home  since  Sept.  16,  1948,  was 
born  Nov.  21,  1866,  and  died  at  the  home 
Jan.  25,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  one  son 
and  one  daughter.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
Brooklyn  church,  N.  Y.,  for  twenty-three 
years.  The  body  was  returned  to  Brooklyn, 
where  the  funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.— Alvin  Buch- 
er,  Neffsville,  Pa. 

Bowman,  Liza  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Add  Stults,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1871,  In 
Weatherford,  Texas,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1950, 
in  St.  Joseph's  hospital,  Orange,  Calif.  She 
was  baptized  into  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church  in  Texas  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  On  March  17,  1887,  she  was  married 
to  Samuel  H.  Bowman  in  Clay  County, 
Texas,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
son,  who  died  in  infancy.  They  later 
adopted  two  little  girls  whose  mother  had 
died.  They  served  the  Elk  City  church  in 
Texas  for  fifteen  years.   She  is  survived  by 


her  husband,  two  daughters,  six  grand- 
children, four  great-grandchildren,  two  sis- 
ters and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Hilgenfeld  funeral  home 
in  Anaheim  by  her  pastors,  Brethren  Nor- 
man J.  Baugher  and  Robert  C.  Walker. — 
Mearl  Pebley  Mossman,  Anaheim,  Calif. 

Eiler,  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  John  M. 
and  Susan  Denlinger,  was  born  July  4, 
1873,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Trotwood, 
Ohio,  Feb.  8,  1950.  On  Jan.  3,  1894,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Charles  Etter,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  four  children.  She 
joined  the  German  Baptist  church  in  No- 
vember 1894  and  remained  a  member  until 
Feb.  12,  1947,  when  she  and  her  husband 
united  with  the  Happy  Corner  church. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Happy  Corner 
church  by  the  writer  and  Elder  Ira  Oren. 
Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. 
— Lon  Karns,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Evans,  Ira  Clifford,  son  of  William  and 
Catherine  Evans,  was  born  near  Tipp  City, 
Ohio,  Aug.  1,  1903,  and  died  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Feb.  10,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Ida 
Marie  Locker  of  Dayton  on  June  20,  1927. 
He  united  with  the  Middle  District  church 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  although 
he  regularly  attended  the  Baptist  church 
which  was  near  their  home  in  Dayton,  he 
was  loyal  to  his  own.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  his  mother,  one  sister  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Middle  District  church  by  his  pastor, 
the  undersigned. — C.  V.  Coppock,  Tipp 
City,  Ohio. 

Forney,  Gerald  F.,  son  of  Jesse  W.  and 
Olive  Garman  Forney,  died  Feb.  7,  1950,  in 
Temple  University  hospital,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter, 
his  parents  and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Hanover  church  by 
Elders  J.  M.  Stauffer  and  E.  E.  Baugher. 
Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  cemetery. 
— A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Gray,  Howard  Tilden,  son  of  John  and 
Marietta  Gray,  was  born  Oct.  1,  1876,  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  died  Feb. 
17,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Anna  Keechle 
on  Dec.  10,  1896.  Twelve  children  werel 
born  to  this  union.  His  companion  andj 
two  children  preceded  him  in  death.  H< 
was  married  again  on  Dec.  12,  1945,  to  Mai 
Barr.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  four  daugh-j 
ters,  six  sons,  two  sisters,  two  brothers,! 
forty  grandchildren  and  twenty  great- 
grandchildren.— Mrs.  C.  H.  Petry,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Hamilton,  Silas  Stephen,  son  of  Elizabel 
and  Thomas  Hamilton,   was   born   in  thi 
state  of  Illinois,  July  27,  1864,  and  died  Feb. 
6,  1950.   On  Nov.  11,  1886,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rebecca  Ellen  Bray,  and  toj 
this  union  nine  children  were  born.   Foui 
children    and   his   wife   preceded   him   in) 
death.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Churcl 
of  the  Brethren  in  Deepwater,  Mo.,  wh< 
a  young  man.   He  is  survived  by  five  chil- 
dren, eight  grandchildren  and  seven  greal 
grandchildren.    Services  were  held  by  th< 
pastor,  the  undersigned. — Paul  B.   Stude- 
baker,  Covina,  Calif. 

Heasion,  Henry,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mt 
Paul  Heaston,  was  born  Dec.  10,  1883,  ani 
died  Jan.  24,  1950,  at  the  Huntingdon,  Ind. 
hospital.  Bro.  Heaston  was  a  faithful  dea^ 
con  of  the  Salamonie  church  and  was  ai] 
active  member  of  its  Fellowship  of  Tithen 
He  found  his  joy  not  in  giving  one  tenl 
but  in  giving  twenty  per  cent  or  thirty  pe 
cent  or  more  of  his  modest  income,  ft! 
served  the  district  as  a  member  of  tfo 
board  of  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home.  He  i! 
survived  by  his  wife,  Josie  Cloud  Heastorl 
two  daughters,  one  son,  seven  grandchil! 
dren,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Fuj 
neral  services  were  held  in  the  Salamoni1 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  b; 
Bro.  W.  G.  Stinebaugh.— E.  Paul  Weavei 
Huntington,  Ind. 

Henning,  Raymond  S.,  son  of  William  an 
Lydia  Henning,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1909,  i 
Hatfield,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Hal 
field,  Feb.  1,  1950.  He  was  married  to  E 
mira  Nyce  in  1939,  and  to  this  union  wei 
born  two  children.  He  was  a  member  < 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  is  sui 
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lved  by  his  wife,  two  children,  two  broth- 
rs  and  seven  sisters.  Funeral  services 
/ere  held  in  the  Hatfield  church  by  Breth- 
en  Ralph  Jones  and  Norman  Frederick, 
nterment  was  in  the  Hatfield  cemetery. 
-Harold  Kulp,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

Hise,  Garry  Wayne,  son  of  Vivian  Juan- 
ta  Hise,  died  Feb.  13,  1950,  at  the  home  of 
Is  grandmother  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
[e  is  survived  by  his  mother,  his  grand- 
mother, three  aunts  and  one  uncle.  Funer- 
1  services  were  held  from  the  Emmanuel 
hurch  by  Bro.  I.  J.  Garber.  Burial  was  in 
tie  Thornrose  cemetery  in  Staunton. — Bet- 
y  Shull,  Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

Judy,  Jesse,  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  Jane 
'oakum  Judy,  was  born  in  Petersburg,  W. 
'a.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Chester,  W. 
ra.,  Feb.  9,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
ears.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Zion  Hill 
hurch  near  Columbiana,  Ohio.  He  is  sur- 
ived  by  his  wife,  three  daughters,  one 
on,  two  brothers,  one  sisters,  nine  grand- 
hildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchildren, 
uneral  services  were  held  at  the  Arner 
uneral  home  by  Bro.  Strausbaugh.  Burial 
ras  in  the  Columbiana  County  Memorial 
ark,  Ohio. — Mrs.  Margaret  Judy,  Chester, 
7.  Va. 

Markel,  Rachel  May,  daughter  of  Simon 
.  and  Martha  C.  Null  Brown,  was  born  in 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  June  6,  1886,  and  died  in 
be  Waynesboro  hospital,  Feb.  11,  1950. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  she  consecrated 
er  life  to  her  Savior  and  united  with  the 
hurch  of  the  Brethren.  In  1904  she  was 
larried  to  John  H.  Markel.  She  is  sur- 
ived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter,  three 
randchildren  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
ervices  were  held  in  the  Grove  funeral 
ome  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  George  L.  Det- 
reiler.  Interment  was  in  the  Price  church 
emetery  near  Waynesboro. — Sudie  M. 
/ingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Martin,  Ralph  Edward,  son  of  Hiram 
nd  Lydia  Martin,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1883,  in 
larshall  County,  Ind.,  and  died  Feb.  10, 
350.  He  was  married  to  Bertha  M.  Price 
n  June  12,  1909,  and  to  this  union  were 
orn  two  sons.  Several  days  before  his 
eath,  he  called  for  the  minister  of  the 
hurch  of  the  Brethren  and  made  his  con- 
sssion  of  Christ  as  Lord  and  Master.  He 
sked  to  be  anointed  in  the  hope  of  be- 
oming  well  so  as  to  unite  with  the  church 
rirough  Christian  baptism.  He  is  survived 
y  his  wife,  one  son,  and  one  grandchild, 
uneral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
igned  in  the  Bremen  church.  Interment 
ras  in  the  Bremen  cemetery. — W.  Warren 
hoemaker,  Bremen,  Ind. 

Miller,  Minnie,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
lary  Shafer,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
)hio,  April  29,  1876,  and  died  at  her  home 
i  Creston,  Ohio,  Feb.  17,  1950.  On  Aug. 
9,  1895,  she  was  married  to  Peter  Weigley 
nd  to  this  union  were  born  one  daughter 
nd  one  son.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in 
eath.  On  July  3,  1943,  she  was  united  in 
larriage  to  James  Miller.  She  is  survived 
y  her  husband,  one  son,  three  grandchil- 
ren  and  one  brother.  She  was  a  long- 
ime  member  of  the  Chippewa  church  and 
/as  an  active  and  faithful  member  of  the 
idies'  aid.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
tie  Chippewa  church  by  her  pastor,  the 
ndersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  church 
emetery. — David  R.  Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Musser,  Barbara  Albert,  was  born  near 
iourbon,  Ind.,  Feb.  23,  1857.  and  died  Jan. 
B,  1950.  In  1873  she  was  married  to  Joseph 
lusser,  who  died  in  1926.  To  this  union 
'ere  born  eight  children.  She  is  survived 
y  two  sons,  four  daughters,  twenty-eight 
randchildren,  seventy-one  great-grand- 
lildren  and  twenty-two  great-great- 
randchildren.  She  united  with  the 
hurch  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young 
111,  Several  years  ago  she  became  a  mem- 
?r  of  the  First  Brethren  church  at  Nap- 
anee,  Ind.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
ie  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  Meyer  of  the 

irst  Brethren  church. — N.  H.  Miller,  Bout- 
mi,  Ind. 

Nusbaum,  Minnie,   daughter  of  Reinder 

id  Dora  Pelsma,  was  born  Nov.  5,   1869. 

id  died  Dec.  9,  1949.  On  May  10,  1891,  she 
I  as  married  to  Amos  Nusbaum,  who  pre- 

ded  her  in  death  on  April  27,  1931.    To 

is  union  three  children  were  born.    She 


is  survived  by  one  daughter,  one  son,  six 
grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  of  which 
she  was  a  member,  by  Brethren  Harvey 
Bowers  and  Irvin  Miller.  Burial  was  in  the 
Yellow  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Merrill 
Stickel,  Goshen,  Ind. 

O'Bryani,  Daniel,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  Ohio,  May  6,  1861,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Howard 
Baker  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  Jan.  4,  1950. 
He  was  married  to  Emma  Jane  Cummings 
Oct.  4,  1884,  and  to  this  union  five  children 
were  born.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
on  Jan.  6,  1944.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  forty 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Gratis  church,  where  he  held  his  mem- 
bership, by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro. 
William  Deaton.— C.  Walter  Warstler,  Mid- 
dletown, Ohio. 

Rabe,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  McQuisten,  was  born  June  25, 
1892,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1950.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Louis  Rabe  on  Aug.  9,  1913, 
at  Plymouth,  Ind.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Osceola  church.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  four  daughters,  sixteen  grand- 
children and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Osceola  church.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Osceola  cemetery. — Ed- 
ward Stump,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Reed,  Steven  Carl,  son  of  Carl  and  Lu- 
cille Reed,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1949,  in  Bre- 
men, Ind.,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1950.  He  was 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  in  the  Bremen 
church  on  Christmas  Day,  1949.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  parents  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Union  Cen- 
ter cemetery  near  by. — W.  Warren  Shoe- 
maker, Bremen,  Ind. 

Rowland,  John  H.,  died  Jan.  22,  1950,  at 
a  Rockford  hospital,  111.,  where  he  had 
been  a  patient  for  about  ten  weeks.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
early  manhood.  He  was  first  married  to 
Mary  Schisler  on  May  14,  1896,  and  she 
died  Feb.  15,  1925.  To  this  union  were  born 
one  daughter  and  one  son.  His  second  wife, 
two  children  and  nine  grandchildren  sur- 
vive.— Lizzie  Wherley,  Browning,  111. 

Royer,  John  Paul,  son  of  Jehu  and  Mary 
Bowers  Royer,  was  born  in  Westminster, 
Md.,  and  died  in  Bassano,  Alberta,  Canada, 
July  7,  1949.  He  was  married  to  Lucy  Jean 
Geiman  in  1895  at  Westminster,  Md.,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  In  1902  the  family  moved  to 
Colorado,  where  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  four  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty- 
five  grandchildren  and  eleven  great-grand- 
children. In  his  last  illness  he  was  anointed 
by  Bro.  Martin  Krieger,  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Arrowwood,  Al- 
berta, who  also  conducted  his  funeral  serv- 
ices in  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Bassano. 
Interment  was  in  the  Bassano  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger,  Modesto,  Calif. 

Shinham,  Vernie,  daughter  of  Elder  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Neibert  and  wife  of  Leslie 
Shinham,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Md.,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Broadfording  church.  She  is  survived 
by  three  sons  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Broadfording 
church  by  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay  and  Elder 
David  Petre.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery 
adjoining. — Harry  C.  Myers,  Maugansville, 
Md. 

Sionerook,  Amanda,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Susan  Zook  Weyant,  was  born  at 
Henrietta,  Pa.,  Sept.  14,  1862,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  niece  at  Curryville,  Pa., 
Jan.  22,  1950.  On  Feb.  25,  1885,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Henry  B.  Stonerook. 
She  is  survived  by  two  sisters,  one  brother 
and  forty-two  nieces  and  nephews.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Curryville  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Curry- 
ville church  by  a  former  pastor,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Clapper.  Interment  was  in  the  Diehl's 
Cross  Roads  cemetery.— Mrs.  Vernon  Stay- 
er,   Curryville,   Pa. 

Wallace,  Ida  Elizabeth  Dietz,  was  born 
Dec.  3.  1865,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.    She  was  twice  married.    Her 


first  husband,  John  Fyock,  died  in  1897. 
She  was  then  united  in  marriage  to  John 
J.  Wallace,  who  survives.  She  is  also  sur- 
vived by  five  children.  Sister  Wallace 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Scalp  Level  in  1883  and  later  transferred 
her  membership  to  the  Maple  Spring 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  her 
pastor,  Bro.  John  M.  Geary.  Burial  was  in 
the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  M. 
Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Whitehead,  Ella  Dohner,  was  born  near 
West  Milton.  Ohio,  Feb.  19,  1865,  and  died 
Jan.  20,  1950.  On  Feb.  8,  1894,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  Whitehead. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  In 
Christ  church  for  more  than  seventy  years. 
Because  of  failing  eyesight,  she  had  lived 
at  the  Messiah  Home  in  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
since  1947.  She  is  survived  by  one  broth- 
er, one  half  brother,  two  stepsisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Highland 
church  by  Ohmer  Herr. — Katie  Flory,  Un- 
ion, Ohio. 
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Canada 

Irricana,  Second. — A  one-day  Sunday- 
school  convention  for  this  district  was  held 
in  our  church  on  Nov.  11.  About  eighty 
persons  attended,  representing  the  three 
churches  in  this  district.  The  B.S.C.  volun- 
teer worker  at  Vidora,  Saskatchewan,  Rog- 
er Keiser,  was  also  with  us.  The  entire  day 
was  spent  in  panel  discussions  concerning 
the  best  techniques  to  use  in  dealing  with 
the  different  age  groups  in  the  Sunday 
school.  It  was  emphasized  that  all  our 
teaching  should  be  Bible  centered.  The  cli- 
max of  the  meeting  was  a  speech  by  Dr. 
Hughes,  M.D.,  of  Calgary,  who  is  an  out- 
standing Baptist  layman  of  this  area.  We 
decided  at  this  convention  that  this  district 
should  send  one  delegate  to  the  World 
Christian  Education  convention  at  Toronto. 
Mrs.  Arvid  Gilberg  was  chosen  as  our  dele- 
gate. We  will  plan  to  hold  similar  conven- 
tions in  our  district  in  the  future. — I.  N. 
McCune,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Colorado 
Bethel. — Dedication  services  were  held 
for  our  recreational  building  on  Thanks- 
giving week  end  with  Bro.  Earl  Frantz  of 
McPherson  College  as  the  speaker.  This 
building  has  been  a  very  busy  place  since 
the  dedication.  Bro.  Elvin  Frantz,  his 
wife,  his  brother  and  a  few  others  attended 
part  of  the  regional  conference  at  Mc- 
Pherson, Kansas.  The  women's  council 
canned  200  pints  of  vegetable  soup,  car- 
rots and  beets  for  relief.  On  Dec.  18  we 
had  our  Christmas  program,  which  was 
centered  around  the  white  gift  project. 
Elder  E.  M.  Fasnacht  and  his  family  were 
with  us.  The  gifts,  which  amounted  to 
about  ninety-three  dollars,  were  turned 
over  to  them  to  be  used  in  their  work  in 
India.  Several  persons  from  here  attended 
the  last  tri-county  Christian  Endeavor 
meeting  in  Arriba.  On  Jan.  21  the  camp 
committee  met  in  the  home  of  Bro.  Frantz. 
— Mrs.  S.  Schreiber,  Arriba,  Colo. 

Illinois 

Allison  Prairie. — Our  council  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  was  postponed  because 
of  flood  waters  shutting  a  large  number  of 
our  members  away  from  the  church.  We 
held  our  council  in  an  all-day  service  on 
Feb.  12  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Ausby  Swing- 
er, presiding.  We  had  an  all-day  meeting. 
Bro.  Swinger  delivered  two  sermons. 
Church  officers  were  elected.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  on  May  13. — Mrs.  Ruby 
Fisher,  Flat  Rock,  111. 

Bethel. — The  ladies  have  been  meeting 
once  a  week  to  sew  and  quilt  besides  hold- 
ing their  regular  monthly  meetings.  Our 
pastor  held  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  the 
Beaverton,  Mich.,  church.  Two  guest 
speakers  filled  the  pulpit  during  his  ab- 
sence.    On   the   evening   of   Nov.    13   Lois 
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Rupel  was  with  us  and  gave  us  a  very 
interesting  talk  about  her  work  with  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission;  she  also 
showed  slides  after  her  talk.  A  community 
Thanksgiving  service  was  held  Nov.  24  at 
the  Congregational  church.  The  CBYF 
held  its  annual  banquet  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  11,  with  Bro.  Gordon  Bucher  of  Beth- 
any Seminary  as  the  speaker.  The  installa- 
tion of  the  new  officers  was  held.  Five  of 
our  young  people  attended  the  rally  at 
Freeport  over  the  week  end  of  Nov.  26  and 
27.  On  the  last  two  Sunday  evenings  of 
November  the  pastor  preceded  his  sermons 
with  a  set  of  slides.  The  first  one  was  on 
the  life  of  Stephen  and  the  second  one  was 
on  Simon  Peter.  On  Dec.  11  the  young 
people  had  charge  of  the  evening  service 
and  presented  a  program  in  the  form  of 
a  discussion  called  The  Faith  That  Acts. 
The  film,  Answer  for  Anne,  was  shown  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  4.  The  adult  Christ- 
mas program  on  Dec.  18  was  the  Christmas 
story  as  told  by  St.  Luke  and  St.  Matthew, 
accompanied  by  the  carols  suited  to  the 
Scriptures.  The  annual  children's  Christ- 
mas program  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22.  A  white  gift  service  was  held  on 
the  morning  of  Dec.  25. — Virginia  Williams, 
Naperville,  111. 

Romine. — On  Dec.  18  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  presented  by  our  Sunday  school. 
We  decorated  a  tree,  exchanged  gifts  and 
gave  treats  to  the  children.  On  Jan.  8 
Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman  and  Bro.  Eikenberry 
visited  our  church  in  the  interest  of  the 
Peoria  church  building  and  Bro.  Heckman 
delivered  the  message.  On  Jan.  15  we  were 
happy  to  have  Bro.  Dow  Ridgely  fill  our 
pulpit  both  morning  and  evening.  Because 
of  ice  and  severe  weather  our  ladies'  aid 
failed  to  meet  at  regular  times  but  are 
quite  active  again  at  this  writing.  Our 
Sunday-school  attendance  was  also  lower 
during  the  winter.  Bro.  Ausby  Swinger, 
our  elder,  filled  our  pulpit  on  the  evening 
of  Jan.  29.  The  Pleasant  Grove  quartet 
presented  a  program  of  songs  on  the  after- 
noon of  Feb.  5.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  our  regular  schedule  of  worship  serv- 
ices twice  a  month  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture.— Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Iuka,  111. 

Indiana 

Brick. — Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  delivered 
many  inspiring  sermons  during  our  revival 
meeting.  Eleven  persons  were  baptized. 
The  women's  group  is  busy  each  week  with 
relief  work.  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  our  Euro- 
pean representative,  spoke  at  our  church 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Jan.  31  to 
part  of  the  Southern  District  of  Indiana. 
For  the  past  five  weeks  we  have  been 
having  special  missionary  meetings;  we 
are  studying  Japan,  with  Sister  Thelma 
Stout  in  charge.  We  have  had  different 
classes  for  the  different  age  groups,  round- 
table  discussions,  groups  representing  Jap- 
anese families,  readings  and  a  play  pre- 
sented by  the  young  people.  We  have 
taken  special  offerings  to  be  used  in  some 
projects  to  help  take  the  Christian  religion 
to  Japan. — Mrs.  Robert  Bowman,  Greens 
Fork,  Ind. 

North  Webster. — A  fellowship  dinner 
was  held  on  Jan.  29  as  a  farewell  to  our 
pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
James  Eshleman.  This  was  followed  by  a 
council  meeting  conducted  by  our  elder, 
Bro.  Russell  Sherman.  The  young  adult 
class  is  remodeling  and  redecorating  the 
church  basement.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
very  active.  Six  baby  layettes  have  been 
made  and  sent.  A  large  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing has  been  collected  and  sent  for  relief 
and  a  number  of  quilts  have  been  made. 
Plans  are  under  way  for  us  to  co-operate 
with  the  other  churches  in  town  in  the 
observance  of  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. 
Several  of  our  members  have  families  in 
Europe  to  whom  they  are  sending  food 
and  clothing. — Lois  Royer,  North  Webster, 
Ind. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — We  met  in  regular 
council  on  Dec.  23,  with  Elder  Carl  Hil- 
bert  in  charge;  officers  were  elected  for 
the  following  year.    The  men's  work  have 


harvested  their  corn  and  beans.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  been  meeting  once  a  month  this 
winter  and  is  making  comforters.  We  have 
purchased  a  new  gas  stove  for  the  kitchen 
and  100  new  chairs  for  our  dining  room. 
The  junior  department  presented  a  pro- 
gram on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25.  We  lost 
one  of  our  elderly  members,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Dellinger,  by  death  on  Jan.  2.  Our  Sunday- 
school  and  church  attendance  has  been 
good  this  winter.  We  have  also  been  hav- 
ing good  attendance  at  our  midweek  serv- 
ices.— Goldie  Spall,  Middletown,  Ind. 

West  Marion. — Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Monti- 
cello  was  with  us  for  a  week  of  meetings, 
at  the  close  of  which  two  persons  were 
baptized.  A  music  institute  was  held  Dec. 
2-4  with  A.  F.  Brightbill  as  the  instructor. 
Our  regular  business  meeting  was  held  on 
Dec.  6,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively, 
presiding.  On  Dec.  11  the  film,  King  of 
Kings,  was  shown.  On  Dec.  18  a  Christmas 
program  was  presented  by  the  young  peo- 
ple and  children,  and  on  Dec.  25  the 
evening  service  was  devoted  to  the  singing 
of  carols.  Three  persons  were  baptized  on 
Jan.  5.  On  Jan.  22  our  candlelighting  serv- 
ice was  held.  On  Feb.  12  our  church  at- 
tended the  Second  Baptist  church.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  a  film,  For  All 
People,  on  the  tolerance  of  the  races  was 
shown. — Margaret  Brubaker,  Marion,  Ind. 

Iowa 
Fairview. — We  met  in  December  to  or- 
ganize for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Charles 
Albin  was  re-elected  elder.  We  decided  to 
hold  our  election  of  church  officers  in  Au- 
gust to  shorten  the  business  of  the  Decem- 
ber council.  We  plan  to  have  communion 
services  during  Easter  week.  A  young 
adult  Bible  class  has  been  organized.  One 
young  lady  was  baptized  recently.  Bro. 
Harley  Yates  and  his  family  arrived  in 
November  to  take  up  pastoral  duties  here. 
Our  ladies  entertained  the  Appanoose 
County  aids.    Mrs.  George  Brown  of  Cen- 


terville  spoke  about  her  travels  through 
Europe  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  broth- 
erhood for  all  men.  Our  annual  birthday 
supper  was  held  in  November  with  the 
proceeds  going  toward  a  new  electric  stove. 
The  men's  group  met  several  days  to  do 
some  needed  repair  work  on  the  parsonage 
and  grounds. — Mrs.  Rosa  Burger,  Udell, 
Iowa. 

Maryland 

Beaver  Dam. — Several  Christmas  pro- 
grams were  presented  to  the  church.  The 
ministerial  board  has  planned  the  speakers 
for  the  morning  worship  from  January 
through  June;  the  young  people  and  the 
young  adults  will  alternate  in  'having 
charge  of  a  program  one  Sunday  each 
month.  The  young  adults  had  as  their 
project  a  100%  Messenger  club  and  this 
goal  was  reached.  Their  next  project  has 
been  one  half  of  the  Beaver  Dam  quota 
for  the  Dundalk  church.  The  next  project 
being  considered  is  a  Lord's  acre.  The 
Beaver  Dam  church  will  share  a  pastor 
with  the  Edgewood  and  Sams  Creek 
churches. — Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Glisan,  Union 
Bridge,  Md. 

Pleasant  View.  —  Wendell  Flory,  re- 
turned missionary  to  China,  gave  us  an 
interesting  talk  and  showed  slides  on 
China  mission  work  on  Nov.  30.  Brother 
and  Sister  Zigler  opened  the  parsonage  to 
a  midweek  fellowship  on  Dec.  28;  Bro.  Rob- 
ert Boyer,  a  student  minister  at  McPher- 
son  College,  was  the  guest  speaker.  On 
Dec.  22  the  volunteer  chorus  of  our  church 
presented  a  special  musical  program,  which 
was  arranged  and  directed  by  Bro.  Zigler. 
The  Gleaners  class  visited  the  Fahrney 
Memorial  home  recently  and  the  volun- 
teer chorus  presented  a  musical  program 
under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Zigler.  Our 
Christmas  message  was  delivered  by  Bro. 
Zigler  on  Dec.  18.  The  primary  department 
of  the  Sunday  school  presented  its  Christ- 
mas program  on  Christmas  morning.    At 
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The  Higher  Happiness 

by  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

Challenging,  timely  messages  that  show  how  the  Beatitudes 
of  Jesus  can  lead  men  to  lasting  joy  and  peace;  a  concrete 
guide  to  attaining  that  happiness  individually;  new  incentive 
and  power  for  sharing  it  with  others.  Price,  $2.00. 

What  Are  You  Living  For? 

by  John  Sutherland  Bonnell 

Twenty-four  sermons  showing  Christians  today  how  to  use 
the  resources  God  offers  to  answer  life's  basic  question, 
"What  are  you  living  for?"  They  hold  a  personal  message 
for  men  and  women  at  all  stages  of  the  Christian  life.  Price, 
$2.00. 

Personalities  in  Social  Reform 

by  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 

An  objective,  informative  study  of  six  heroic  thinkers  and 
their  pioneering  work  for  justice  and  brotherhood:  Sidney 
and  Beatrice  Webb,  Walter  Rauschenbusch,  David  Lilienthal, 
Mohandas  Gandhi,  and  Albert  Schweitzer.  Price,  $2.00. 
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Faithful  reproductions  in  full  colors  of  the  original  painting  by   Sallman 
on  the  best  quality  paper. 

Varnished,  mounted  on  heavy  board  for  framing 

L2400.    Size,  8  x  10  inches   60c 

L2500.    Size,  11  x  14  inches   $1.15 
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the  close  of  the  service  a  pageant  and 
flannelgraph  interpretation  of  The  Nativity 
was  given  by  the  intermediates  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Guy  ton  and  Mrs. 
Carl  Zigler.  Bro.  Ira  Petre,  returned  mis- 
sionary to  Africa,  was  our  guest  speaker 
on  Jan.  1.  Our  Christmas  gift  offering  for 
world-wide  missions  amounted  to  $295.77. 
Bro.  Zigler  has  formed  a  daily  Bible  read- 
ing club.  Those  who  follow  the  daily  read- 
ing will  read  the  Bible  through  this  year. 
Christmas  boxes  were  packed  for  the  needy 
by  the  ladies'  aid,  the  young  people's 
group  and  the  Gleaners  class.  Socials  were 
also  held  by  these  groups  and  Christmas 
programs  were  presented.  Our  aid  so- 
ciety sent  1,076  pounds  of  clothing  to  the 
New  Windsor  relief  center.  Our  church 
improvement  plan  is  going  forward  and 
some  of  the  work  has  been  completed.  Vis- 
ual aids  were  used  during  the  last  quarter. 
— Mrs.  Lawrence  Guyton,  Burkittsville,  Md. 

Michigan 
Crystal. — We  held  our  home-coming  and 
harvest  meeting  with  Bro.  Desmond  W. 
Bittinger  as  our  speaker.  We  brought  in 
the  proceeds  from  our  God's  acre  projects 
and  at  the  afternoon  meeting  we  dedicated 
the  church  farm  which  we  had  just  pur- 
chased with  the  proceeds  of  God's  acre 
projects  in  previous  years  and  the  gener- 
ous amounts  given  by  members  and  friends 
and  women's  work.  Our  women's  work 
group  is  active  and  meets  for  all-day  meet- 
ings once  a  month.  Our  special  project 
for  1949  was  bath  towels,  washcloths,  soap 
and  waste  fats  for  relief.  We  have  also 
sent  quite  a  bit  of  relief  clothing  to  New 
Windsor.  On  Dec.  21  we  had  a  family 
Christmas  party,  a  program  and  a  white 
gift  service  for  world-wide  missions. — 
Olive  Noll,  Crystal,  Mich. 

Minnesota 
Worthingion.— Our  Christmas  was  cli- 
maxed with  the  presentation  of  a  sacred 
cantata  entitled  A  King  Is  Given.  The  pri- 
mary department  packed  sixteen  towel 
kits  for  relief  and  sent  four  old  and  new 
picture  sets  to  our  Africa  mission  school. 
The  reorganization  of  our  Homebuilders 
class  into  two  classes  and  making  room  for 
our  younger  homebuilders  has  helped  us 
better  to  meet  the  needs  of  both  groups. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  new  year  our  pri- 
mary department  was  also  reorganized,  re- 
sulting in  the  junior  and  primary  classes 
having  their  opening  worship  service  sep- 
arate from  the  beginner  and  nursery  class- 
es. Our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  D.  Kyser,  is  con- 
ducting a  series  of  studies  on  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  Our  women's  work  group  has 
been  quilting,  doing  textile  painting,  em- 


broidering, and  making  rugs,  all  of  which 
help  to  finance  our  relief  program  and  to 
assist  in  the  drilling  of  a  new  well  on  the 
church  property  for  church  and  parsonage 
use.  We  have  sent  437  pounds  of  clothing, 
63  yards  of  material  for  the  pieces-for- 
peace  project,  buttons,  thread,  needles  and 
patterns  for  relief.  The  men's  work  proj- 
ect sponsored  the  fall  festival  on  the 
church  lawn.    The  displaced  Polish  family 
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ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Mardela — Denton,  Md.,  April  5. 
Ohio,  Southern— West  Milton,  April  25-27. 
Virginia,   Northern — Pleasant   View,    April 
14,   15. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Colorado 

April  6,  Denver. 

Florida 

April  6,  Winter  Park. 

Illinois 

April  6,  Elgin. 

April  10,  La  Motte  Prairie. 

Indiana 

April  6,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
April  7,  7  pm,  Pyrmont. 
April  9,  Four  Mile. 
April  9,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 
April  15,  7:30  pm,  Buchanan. 

Iowa 

April  6,  English  River. 

Maryland 

April  6,  Bush  Creek. 

April  6,  6:30  pm,  Meadow  Branch. 

April  6,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 

Ohio 

April  6,  Akron,  First. 

April  6,  7:30  pm,  Eaton. 

April  7,   7:30  pm,  East  Dayton. 

Oklahoma 

April  9,  7:30  pm,  Bartlesville. 

Pennsylvania 

April  2,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 
April  7,  7  pm.  Spring  Run. 
April  9,  Hollidaysburg. 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Salisbury. 
April  16,  6:30  pm,  Ephrata. 
April  16,  7  pm,  New  Paris. 

Virginia 

April  8,  Mountain  Grove. 


living  with  Brother  and  Sister  Joshua 
Schechter  is  doing  very  nicely. — Lelsa  Ed- 
strom,  Worthington,  Minn. 

North  Carolina 
Little  Pine. — We  had  the  best  Sunday- 
school  attendance  in  1949  that  we  have 
ever  had.  Our  goal  for  1950  is  to  beat  the 
1949  record  and  we  are  off  to  a  flying  start. 
A  slightly  used  twenty-seven  volume  Funk- 
Wagnall  Encyclopedia  set  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  foreign  mission  office  for 
use  in  the  Hillcrest  mission  school  at  Jos, 
West  Africa.  Some  of  our  members  at- 
tended a  Sunday-school  workers'  confer- 
ence at  the  Peak  Creek  church  on  Jan.  22. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  putting  gravel 
on  our  parking  area  soon.  The  young 
people  had  their  Christmas  program  on 
Dec.  24  and  the  church  was  filled  to  capac- 
ity. We  are  working  on  our  Easter  pro- 
gram at  present. — Mrs.  John  Vaughn,  En- 
nice,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Freeburg. — Brother  and  Sister  I.  R. 
Beery,  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  recently 
left  us  to  go  to  their  own  home  in  Pleasant 
Hill.  On  Jan.  29  the  Freeburg  and  Reading 
congregations  unanimously  voted  to  call 
Bro.  Dale  Gibboney  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  to  take  charge  about  June  1. 
Bro.  G.  K.  Beach  of  Akron  will  preach  for 
us  until  that  time.  Our  new  parsonage  is 
almost  completed.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been 
very  busy  the  past  year  raising  money  to 
pay  on  the  parsonage.  They  are  now  mak- 
ing comforters  for  relief.  The  men's  or- 
ganization raised  popcorn  last  summer. 
Our  Brethren  Service  offering  amounted  to 
$264.83  last  year.— Mrs.  Olive  Hahn,  Paris, 
Ohio. 

Gratis. — Our  church  co-operated  with  the 
other  two  churches  of  our  community  at 
Christmas  time  in  taking  baskets  of  fruit 
to  the  sick  and  aged.  The  three  churches 
joined  in  sponsoring  a  union  Christmas 
program  held  at  the  First  Brethren  church. 
The  young  people  of  our  church  presented 
the  play,  Why  Christmas?  with  the  children 
having  a  short  program  also.  The  ladies' 
aid  prepared  and  delivered  over  100  baskets 
of  homemade  cookies  and  candy  and  took 
them  to  the  Brethren  Home  at  Greenville 
and  to  the  Preble  County  home  for  the 
aged  at  Eaton.  Union  Sunday  evening 
services  are  held  each  Sunday  with  the 
ministers  of  the  town  each  taking  his  turn. 
These  services  have  been  held  successfully 
for  over  a  year.  Recently  a  union  Bible 
study  class  has  been  organized  under  the 
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direction  of  the  Methodist  pastor.  Rev.  R. 
A.  Norris,  and  is  studying  the  Book  of 
Romans.  At  a  recent  council  meeting  our 
pastor,  Bro.  John  Hurst,  handed  in  his 
resignation  to  accept  a  full-time  pastorate 
at  Circleville  in  the  spring.  One  Sunday- 
morning  we  were  favored  by  having  a 
converted  Jewess,  Mrs.  Powell,  of  Hamil- 
ton with  us;  she  gave  a  Bible  lecture  and 
a  flannelgraph  for  the  children.  —  Mrs. 
David  Kalter,  Camden,  Ohio. 

Springfield  (N.E.  Ohio). — Achievement 
day  was  observed  Feb.  12  with  the  Sunday- 
school  offering  being  sent  to  the  Brother- 
hood Fund  at  Elgin.  Bro.  Paul  Bowman, 
former  president  of  Bridgewater  College, 
will  hold  a  week  of  meetings  here  during 
Lent.  Our  love  feast  will  be  observed  on 
April  30.  The  missionary  committee  will 
present  the  play,  The  Golden  Thread,  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  26.  It  is  being  directed 
by  Ian  Lorah,  who  also  directed  the  Christ- 
mas play.  The  Fragrance  of  Myrrh,  put  on 
by  the  CBYF.  Former  Manchester  College 
students  in  our  congregation,  directed  by 
Roger  Ingold,  are  planning  the  Sunday 
morning  program  for  April  23  to  observe 
Manchester  College  day  in  conjunction 
with  International  College  Day.  Our  church 
council  voted  to  create  a  new  church  of- 
ficer, known  as  statistical  clerk,  to  be 
chosen  from  the  young  people's  group, 
whose  duties  will  be  to  see  that  quarterly 
business  reports  are  typed,  mimeographed 
and  distributed  to  church  families.  This 
will  eliminate  the  reading  of  detailed  busi- 
ness reports  at  the  quarterly  council  meet- 
ings. The  CBYF  gave  five  Christmas  bas- 
kets of  food  to  needy  families.  The  group 
had  charge  of  the  Sunday  morning  services 
on  Feb.  5  in  conjunction  with  Youth  Week. 
The  CBYF  entertained  the  Northeastern 
Ohio  CBYF  cabinet  on  Jan.  22.  The  pri- 
maries, juniors  and  intermediates  pre- 
sented the  Christmas  morning  service.  The 
white  gift  offering  sent  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice amounted  to  $162.97.  We  had  services 
for  five  Sundays  in  the  near-by  Roosevelt 
grade  school  while  the  basement  was  being 
finished.  Lenten  services  will  be  held 
each  Wednesday  evening  at  the  church  be- 
ginning on  Ash  Wednesday.  Wilson  Lutz, 
son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Boyd  Lutz  of  our 
congregation,  was  listed  in  Who's  Who  in 
American  Universities  and  Colleges.  He  is 
a  senior  at  Manchester  College.  He  was 
the  first  winner  of  the  Carl  Waldo  Holl 
scholarship  award. — Mrs.  Luella  Cordier, 
Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Troy. — The  school  bell  calls  us  to  worship 
these  days.  Since  Jan.  15  we  have  been 
holding  church  services  in  the  school  audi- 
torium. As  soon  as  the  spring  weather 
permits,  our  new  church  will  be  built  at 
the  edge  of  the  city  limits  on  the  Coving- 
ton Road.  Forrest  Groff,  General  Brother- 
hod  Board  building  counselor,  is  our  archi- 
tect. On  Dec.  24  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jude  Grisso, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  active  couples 
in  the  church,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary.  After  an  appropriate 
Christmas  Eve  service,  a  surprise  reception 
was  held  in  honor  of  the  Grissos.  This  win- 
ter Bro.  McFadden  is  conducting  a  Sunday 
evening  study  concerning  cell  groups  in 
the  hope  that  some  cell  groups  will  emerge. 
A  new  and  very  successful  project  is  the 
weekly  newsletter  which  is  published  en- 
tirely by  laymen.  The  editor  is  Mrs.  Joe 
Gnodle.  We  have  a  very  active  home  lo- 
cation committee  which  has  been  instru- 
mental in  locating  houses  for  people  who 
want  to  live  in  this  area.  In  this  manner 
we  have  gained  several  church  families. — 
Betty  Jane  Brumbaugh,  Troy,  Ohio. 

West  Charleston. — Our  revival  meetings 
were  held  by  Paul  Kinsel  of  Frederick, 
Md.  The  series  was  closed  with  our  love 
feast.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  18  the  chil- 
dren's department  of  the  Sunday  school 
presented  a  short  Christmas  program,  fol- 
lowed by  a  cantata  by  the  choir.  On 
Christmas  morning  a  special  Christmas 
service  was  held.  This  was  attended  by 
about  sixty  guests,  the  brothers,  sisters, 
children  and  grandchildren  of  Brother  and 
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Sister  Charles  A.  Studebaker,  who  were 
celebrating  their  golden  wedding  anniver- 
sary. Our  pastor  and  others  of  our  group 
have  been  attending  the  musical  institute 
held  each  Sunday  afternoon  through  Jan- 
uary at  West  Milton.  Our  young  people 
attended  the  district  young  people's  con- 
ference at  Pitsburg  Dec.  30— Jan.  1  and 
brought  back  a  report  on  Jan.  15.  One  of 
our  boys,  Ralph  Shroyer,  was  elected  to 
the  young  people's  cabinet.  Our  women's 
work  group  have  recently  redecorated  the 
walls  of  our  kitchen  and  dining  room. 
They  meet  once  a  month  to  sew  for  re- 
lief. During  the  past  year  we  have  made 
twenty-seven  comforters,  twenty-nine  ba- 
by quilts,  twelve  dresses,  twelve  wool 
skirts,  thirty-six  nightgowns,  thirty-six 
slips,  six  layettes  and  six  dozen  diapers  and 
sent  nine  towel  kits,  weighing  thirty-seven 
pounds,  to  New  Windsor.  Besides  this,  we 
are  sending  a  box  every  few  months  to  a 
pastor  and  his  family  in  Germany.  We 
have  a  Russian  man  and  his  wife  wor- 
shiping with  us  regularly;  they  have  been 
given  a  home  with  one  of  our  families. 
We  also  have  two  students  from  Germany, 
a  girl  and  a  boy.  The  students  told  us  much 
about  the  keeping  of  Christmas  in  their 
country  at  our  Christmas  fellowship  sup- 
per on  Dec.  19.  Our  people  had  a  sur- 
prise food  shower  for  our  pastor  and 
his  wife  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  21. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Kenneth  Frantz,  at- 
tended the  pastors'  conference  Jan.  30 — 
Feb.  2  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  We  plan  to  have 
Wendell  Flory,  missionary  on  furlough 
from  China,  with  us  on  the  evening  of 
Feb.  26. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Flora,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

While  Cottage. — A  Christmas  program 
was  presented  on  Christmas  evening  by 
the  children  of  the  Sunday  school.  On 
New  Year's  Day  the  annual  potluck  dinner 
of  the  adult  classes  was  held  in  the  base- 
ment. On  the  evening  of  Jan.  22  the  men's 
chorus  from  Mt.  Perry  presented  a  pro- 
gram. On  Jan.  29  Wendell  Flory  gave  an 
interesting  talk  on  missionary  work  in 
China.  Our  pastor  attended  the  Ohio  pas- 
tors' convention  at  Columbus  on  Jan.  29 — 
Feb.  2  and  reported  a  good  meeting.  The 
Star  class  is  using  for  discussion  in  its 
monthly  meetings  portions  of  DeWitt  Mil- 
ler's book.  You  and  Your  Church.  The 
women's  work  have  made  and  sent  com- 
forters and  clothing  to  relief  and  are  also 
doing  quilting  at  their  meetings. — Mrs.  Per- 
ry McGee,  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Germaniown. — The  members  of  our  con- 
gregation surprised  Pastor  and  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Waltz  on  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  be- 
ginning of  their  work  at  Germantown. 
Gifts  were  presented  to  both  of  them.  Our 
pastor,  who  was  elected  president  of  our 
regional  council,  also  served  as  moderator 
for  the  district  conference  in  the  Calvary 
church  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  old  stone 
building  adjacent  to  our  church  has  now 
been  removed  and  the  ground  leveled.  El- 
mer Hackman  and  Benjamin  F.  Waltz,  Jr., 
and  their  wives  were  installed  into  the 
office  of  deacon.  Five  babies  were  conse- 
crated and  three  persons  united  with  the 
church  by  baptism  since  our  last  report. 
On  Jan.  29  Don  Snider  spoke  in  our 
church  to  a  rally  of  the  district  cabinets 
and  leaders  of  young  people's  work.  Our 
church  was  honored  recently  when  our 
pastor  was  elected  as  a  trustee  of  the  Upper 
Burying  Ground,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
country. — Laura  B.  Waltz,  Mount  Airy,  Pa. 

Harrisburg. — Within  recent  months  the 
church  here  decided  to  support  a  mission- 
ary on  the  field  in  addition  to  our  other 
missionary  giving.  The  Willing  Workers* 
class  gave  $250  to  the  Achievement  Offer- 
ing, about  half  of  which  is  for  missions. 
A  memorial  mission  fund  is  being  built  up 
in  honor  of  Bernard  Hollingshead,  our  pas- 
tor's five-year-old  son,  who  recently  met  a 
tragic  death.  The  men's  work  organization 
has  collected  more  than  $100  of  their  $400 
goal  for  the  Camp  Swatara  building  fund. 
Volunteer  work  is  done  on  holidays  and 
Saturdays  by  some  of  the  men.  The 
women's  work  group,  for  the  second  year, 
had  an  eating  stand  at  the  Pennsylvania 


farm  show.  The  profit  is  being  used  to 
modernize  the  church  kitchen.  A  number 
of  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
church  and  Sunday-school  room's.  Our 
choir  sang  at  Hershey  and  Elizabethtown 
College  and  presented  the  cantata.  Song  of 
Christmas.  The  church,  through  the  wom- 
en's work,  gave  the  choir  a  banquet  in  ap- 
preciation for  their  services.  The  Juniata 
College  choir  and  the  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege male  chorus  presented  programs  re- 
cently. Bro.  Hollingshead's  recent  sermons 
on  the  Ten  Commandments  were  helpful 
and  inspiring.  His  ministry  to  the  sick  at 
home  and  in  the  hospitals  is  almost  a  full- 
time  job  in  itself.  Bro.  D.  W.  Bittinger, 
editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  held  a 
week's  series  of  meetings.  Several  persons 
will  be  baptized. — Lilian  F.  Willoughby, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Pleasant  Hill.— On  Nov.  20  Clara  Li  K'an 
of  China  told  of  her  work  as  a  missionary 
in  her  own  land.  Our  Thanksgiving  service 
was  sponsored  by  the  male  chorus  of  our 
church  with  songs,  poems  and  a  message 
by  Rev.  Carlsen  of  the  Cambria  City  mis- 
sion. The  Bell  sound  system  with  speakers 
in  the  tower  and  sanctuary,  which  was 
purchased  and  presented  to  our  church  by 
the  Joy  Bringers  Bible  class,  was  dedi- 
cated on  Dec.  17.  The  Christmas  program 
was  presented  by  our  choir  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  23.  On  Christmas  morning 
our  children's  department  delivered  the 
morning  message  in  song,  poems  and 
drama.  The  youth  department  of  our 
church,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Byers,  bought  several  baskets 
of  food  and  clothing  and  gave  them  to 
needy  families.  Gifts  were  also  bought  for 
children  at  the  Christian  Home  in  Johns- 
town. Our  CBYF  has  made  several  hun- 
dred pounds  of  soap  for  relief.  Their  at- 
tendance and  interest  continue  to  grow.  In 
the  spring  they  will  present  a  play.  They 
have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  buying 
a  sound  movie  projector  for  the  church. 
Our  giving  to  the  Brotherhood  has  in- 
creased 10%  over  a  year  ago.    Mr.  Perry 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin.  HI. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  \<z  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write:  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  430.  Would  like  to  locate  on  poultry 
farm  or  general  farm  on  shares.  Willing  to 
work  up,  Brethren,  34  years,  single.  Write: 
Ralph  E.  Jelf,  6659  Apple  Rd.,  R.  4,  Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 

No.  431.  Wanted:  Young,  widowed  moth- 
er of  two  small  sons  needs  home  and  prop- 
er training  for  boys.  In  exchange  can  do 
office  work,  practical  nursing,  play  several 
musical  instruments,  teach,  keep  house, 
willing  to  learn  any  kind  of  work.  Write: 
P.  O.  Box  934,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Hayden,  the  Quaker  miller,  of  Tecumseh, 
Mich.,  conducted  a  stewardship  clinic  and 
spoke  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  8.  We  plan 
to  have  him  show  his  picture,  God  Is  My 
Landlord,  on  Feb.  9.  Our  male  chorus  is 
planning  a  special  program  of  an  all-spirit- 
ual minstrel  in  February.  Each  Sunday 
evening  we  have  special  music  from  the 
tower  for  one  half  an  hour  before  the 
church  service  for  all  those  who  are  not 
able  to  attend  church. — Mrs.  Guy  Carney, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Reading. — We  have  had  an  electric  organ 
installed.  A  loud-speaker  has  been  pur- 
chased by  the  Willing  Workers  class  for 
the  nursery.  The  Joy  class  had  the  Apollo 
Four  of  East  Petersburg  as  their  guests. 
Mrs.  Helena  Kruger  was  the  speaker  at  our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  with  Bro.  Earl  C.  Brubaker 
of  the  Salunga  church  presiding.  Bro. 
Ebersole  conducted  a  consecration  service 
for  babies  on  Christmas  morning.  The 
combined  programs  of  the  CBYF  and  the 
Sunday  school  were  held  on  Christmas 
night.  Bro.  Ralph  Ebersole  has  recently 
been  elected  as  our  full-time  pastor.  Our 
spring  revival  meeting  will  be  held  during 
Holy  Week,   with   Bro.   Elmer   Hoover   of 


Elizabethtown  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Carl 
M.  Longenecker,  Reading,  Pa. 

Schuylkill. — On  Nov.  20  Bro.  Collier  of 
Philadelphia  delivered  a  temperance  ad- 
dress and  an  offering  of  $103  was  lifted.  In 
the  evening  a  film  on  Thanksgiving  was 
presented.  Bro.  Elmer  Hoover  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College  held  a  Bible  institute  in  our 
church  on  Nov.  27.  Part  of  the  ministerial 
board  was  present  at  our  regular  council 
meeting  which  was  held  on  Dec.  5.  At  that 
meeting  the  church  received  Brother  and 
Sister  Arthur  Wolfe  as  deacons.  The  writer 
was  elected  Gospel  Messenger  agent  and 
correspondent.  On  Dec.  11  the  Elizabeth- 
town  deputation  team  presented  a  musical 
program.  Both  Sunday  schools  presented 
Christmas  programs.  Our  guest  speakers 
were  Elder  H.  G.  Fahnestock  and  Bro.  Am- 
nion Merkey.  On  Dec.  26  the  young  peo- 
ple presented  a  Christmas  pantomime,  end- 
ing with  a  candlelight  service.  On  Dec.  31 
the  young  people  held  a  social  with  the 
young  people  from  the  Little  Swatara  and 
Fredericksburg  churches  as  their  guests. 
Following  the  social,  a  watch-night  service 
was  held  with  Bro.  David  Hanawalt,  re- 
gional director  of  young  people's  work,  as 
the  speaker.    Recent  guest  ministers  were 


flew  Vacation  cltulcli  school  texts 


The  Cooperative  Series 

FINDING  GOD  THROUGH  WORK  AND  WORSHIP  (for  juniors) 
Rich  in  factual  materials,  stories,  and  activity  and  recreation  sug- 
gestions. The  leader's  text  is  developed  in  two  units  of  two  weeks 
each;  the  units  may  be  used  separately.  Leader's  book,  $2.00;  pupil's 
book,  40  cents. 

The  Judson  Series 

Texts,  60  cents  each 
Worksheets,  one  set  for  each  pupil,  20  cents  each 

THE  CHURCH'S  MISSIONARY  OUTREACH 

LET'S   BE   FRIENDS.  GO    YE. 

Kindergarten  Junior 

OUR  WORLD  FAMILY. 

Primary 


INTO  ALL  THE  WORLD. 

Junior  high 


THE  BIBLE 
JESUS.   OUR    FRIEND.   Kindergarten 

MAKING  DISCOVERIES  ABOUT  THE  BIBLE.    Primary 
THE    BIBLE   FOR    ALL    THE    WORLD.   Junior 

THE    CHRISTIAN'S    GUIDEBOOK.    Junior  high 

GOD 
I    FIND    GOD.   Junior  high;  no  worksheets 

The  texts  named  above  are  only  the  newest  ones.  Many 
others  are  available.  See  Catalog  for  Church  Workers, 
Number  49,  or  write  to  us  for  the  leaflet  which  lists  all 
the  texts  available  for  use  in  1950. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,    ILLINOIS 


Brethren  Aaron  Heisey  and  William  A. 
Forrey.  The  aid  society  filled  a  number  of 
Christmas  boxes  with  fruit  and  candy  for 
shut-ins  and  needy  families.  They  are  also 
busy  quilting.  Several  of  our  men  are 
helping  to  add  a  new  unit  to  the  main 
building  at  Camp  Swatara/ — Mrs.  Arnold 
Zechman,  Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Smiihiield. — The  work  of  remodeling  our 
church  building  was  completed  and  on 
Nov.  20  we  held  our  home-coming  and 
church  enlargement  program.  Owing  to 
the  illness  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Bro.  T.  F. 
Henry  was  the  guest  speaker  both  morning 
and  afternoon  and  Bro.  Mahlon  Weaver 
was  the  evening  speaker.  With  volunteer 
labor  and  funds  provided  we  installed  an 
oil  furnace,  dug  out  the  entire  basement, 
providing  ample  Sunday-school  rooms  and 
a  modern  kitchen.  At  our  fall  council 
meeting  we  again  elected  Bro.  Emmert 
Frederick  as  our  elder.  Five  persons  were 
added  to  the  church  by  letter  and  several 
letters  were  granted.  Our  young  folks  pre- 
sented the  Christmas  play,  The  Empty 
Room,  the  offering  to  be  used  toward  the 
support  of  Sister  Ruth  Longenecker  who 
is  giving  a  year  of  volunteer  service.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  our  pastor,  Bro.  Frederick, 
and  his  wife  for  their  tireless  efforts  in 
the  work  of  our  church. — Mrs.  Fred  Hoo- 
ver, Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Walnut  Grove. — We  celebrated  the  twen- 
tieth anniversary  of  the  pastoral  service 
of  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  over  the  week  end 
of  Dec.  3  and  4.  The  CBYF  held  a  musical 
festival  on  Nov.  20.  On  Dec.  21  the  junior 
CBYF  presented  a  program  of  Christmas 
music  and  readings.  The  church  choir  pre- 
sented the  cantata,  The  Song  and  the 
Star,  under  the  direction  of  Ray  Berkebile. 
On  Christmas  morning  and  evening  a  pro- 
gram entitled  The  Holy  Nativity  was  pre- 
sented by  the  children.  The  music  for  the 
program  was  presented  by  the  junior  choir 
under  the  direction  of  Walter  L.  Davis. 
On  the  evening  of  Jan.  1  the  young  people 
held  a  candlelight  service  which  closed 
with  a  reconsecration  and  dedication  serv- 
ice by  the  entire  congregation.  On  Nov. 
27  a  joint  rally  of  circuits  1  and  2  was 
held  at  the  close  of  the  evening  service  and 
the  moving  picture.  Shepherd  of  India,  was 
shown.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  explained  the 
pictures  as  the  film  was  shown.  We  joined 
in  the  Thanksgiving  services  which  were 
held  at  the  Trinity  Lutheran  church.  Ru- 
fus  P.  Bucher  will  lead  our  evangelistic 
campaign  beginning  Feb.  5.  The  local 
Scout  troop,  under  the  leadership  of  Roy 
Strayer,  Jr.,  collected  and  repaired  about 
300  toys,  which  were  distributed  to  needy 
families  as  Christmas  gifts.  We  are  still 
a  receiving  center  for  food  and  clothing 
and  are  always  glad  to  help  fill  up  the 
Brethren  Service  truck  when  it  comes  from 
New  Windsor.  The  union  week  of  prayer 
services  for  the  east  end  of  Johnstown  was 
held  in  our  local  church  and  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  church.  A  combined  service  was 
then  held  on  the  closing  night  in  the  Dale 
E.U.B.  church  with  Rev.  J.  R.  Respass,  pas- 
tor of  the  A.M.E.  church,  and  his  choir  in 
charge  of  the  service.  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson 
reports  that  during  the  last  year  forty-two 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  and  twenty-nine  by  letter. — Emelia 
Gran  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Tennessee 
Jackson  Park. — Our  church  met  in  regu- 
lar council  on  Jan.  8,  with  Elder  Roy  E. 
Clarke  presiding.  Church  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  We  retained 
Bro.  Clarke  as  our  elder  and  Bro.  Beverly 
Smith  as  pastor.  Our  congregation,  though 
small,  has  been  steadily  progressing.  Re- 
cently the  men  of  the  church  reorganized; 
they  have  started  a  remodeling  project  in 
the  basement  of  the  church.  The  ladies  of 
the  church  have  purchased  a  new  electric 
stove  which  is  to  be  installed  in  a  new 
kitchen  as  a  part  of  the  basement  project. 
Recent  guest  ministers  bringing  the  morn- 
ing messages  have  been  Bro.  John  White, 
district  fieldman,  and  Bro.  S.  H.  Garst,  who 
was  with  us  for  home-coming  day.  The  aft- 
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ernoon  services  on  this  day  were  conducted 
by  Elder  A.  M.  Laughrun,  following  which 
the  group  had  a  hymn  sing.  Our  offerings 
for  home-coming  day  and  Christmas  Day 
totaled  over  $100.  Our  children's  and 
youth's  departments  presented  a  Christmas 
program  on  Christmas  morning. — Mrs. 
Phyllis  W.  Smith,  Blountville,  Tenn. 

Liberty. — Brother  and  Sister  Leatherman 
held  our  revival  Jan.  31 — Feb.  12.  There 
were  four  additions  by  baptism  and  one 
renewal.  Sister  Leatherman  entertained 
the  children  with  her  messages  which  were 
much  enjoyed  by  all.  We  bid  them  God- 
speed in  their  work. — Mrs.  J.  B.  Isenberg, 
Jonesboro,  Tenn. 

Virginia 

Aniioch. — We  began  special  church- 
school  worship  for  primaries  and  juniors. 
Our  church  was  host  to  a  leadership  train- 
ing school,  sponsored  by  four  churches  of 
the  district,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
sixty-three.  Our  Christmas  services  in- 
cluded The  Christmas  Story  in  Scripture 
and  Song  by  the  children;  a  family  Christ- 
mas party  with  surprise  gifts  for  our  pas- 
tor's family;  a  play  from  the  story,  A 
Christmas  Carol,  by  Dickens,  which  was 
presented  by  the  young  people,  and  a  white 
gift  service  on  Christmas.  Four  DP  fam- 
ilies have  moved  into  our  community.  A 
peace  institute  was  held  at  our  church 
Jan.  30 — Feb.  4  with  Dan  West  in  charge. 
— Mrs.  R.  Elbert  Milliron,  Rocky  Mount, 
Va. 

Bethel. — We  decided  to  let  the  young 
people  and  children  conduct  services  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  every  month.  Bro. 
Coffey  made  a  table  and  did  other  work 
that  added  much  to  the  looks  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  church.  One  person  donated 
an  organ  to  the  church.  Three  of  the  young 
men,  assisted  by  all  of  the  members, 
painted  the  inside  of  the  church.  Since  our 
last  report,  three  young  men  were  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon  and  two  were  elected 
trustees.  Our  revival  meetings  were  held 
by  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  E.  Cunningham.  Six 
persons  were  baptized.  We  expect  to  have 
Sunday  school  twice  a  month  through  the 
winter. — Mrs.  Pernie  Grisso  Proffitt,  Ar- 
rington,  Va. 

Buena  Vista. — During  the  month  of  De- 
cember our  Sunday  morning  worship  serv- 
ices were  broadcast  over  Station  WREL  in 
Lexington.  Through  the  combined  effort 
of  all  the  ministers  in  our  town  a  large 
amount  of  used  clothing  was  sent  to  New 
Windsor  for  relief.  The  women  of  the 
church  were  host  to  the  men  of  the  church 
in  a  fellowship  supper  held  in  the  com- 
munity hall  one  Saturday  evening.  Rev. 
M.    J.    Murray    of    the    local    Presbyterian 


church  was  the  speaker  for  the  evening. 
The  young  people  presented  the  play,  The 
Christmas  Voice,  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
18.  The  children's  department  presented 
a  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  23.  A  youth  choir  has  recently  been 
organized  under  the  leadership  of  Bro. 
Lewis  McCormick  with  about  twenty-two 
members  participating  and  has  been  fur- 
nishing special  music  at  several  of  our 
worship  services.  On  the  evening  of  Jan. 
22  Rev.  David  Lauderdale  of  the  Lexing- 
ton Presbyterian  church  exchanged  pul- 
pits with  our  pastor.  The  women  have  been 
having  all-day  quiltings  every  two  weeks 
during  the  winter  months.  They  made  one 
comforter  for  relief  and  contributed  sixty 
dollars  to  our  national  project.  We  are  en- 
joying a  series  of  lessons  on  The  Prayer 
Teachings  of  Jesus  at  the  midweek  services 
conducted  by  our  pastor.  Since  our  last 
report,  three  adults  have  been  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism. — Mrs.  John 
Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Monle  Vista. — Since  our  last  report,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Flora,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  For- 
est Bowman  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
Bowman  were  installed  in  the  office  of 
deacon  and  David  Webster  and  his  wife 


were  licensed  to  the  ministry.  This  couple 
left  for  Bethany  Seminary  to  prepare 
further  for  the  ministry.  The  Beth- 
lehem ladies  donated  for  relief  twenty 
comforters,  two  blankets  and  $100.15  in 
cash  from  their  mite  bags;  Monte  Vista 
donated  twenty-five  comforters  and  $83.65 
in  cash.  On  Dec.  18  we  presented  our 
Christmas  program.  In  the  afternoon  of 
Dec.  24  the  teachers  of  the  intermediates 
down  through  the  beginners  held  a  party 
for  the  children  with  100%  attendance.  We 
are  following  the  plan  used  last  year  by 
having  a  program  instead  of  our  preaching 
service  every  other  fourth  Sunday  night. 
The  Bethlehem  church  and  our  church  are 
co-operating  in  this  as  they  have  a  program 
every  other  fourth  Sunday  night  also.  We 
have  had  moving  pictures  in  our  church 
once  a  month.  Plans  are  being  laid  to  co- 
operate with  Bethlehem  for  our  district 
conference,  which  will  be  held  at  Bethle- 
hem in  July.  Plans  are  also  being  made 
to  redecorate  our  church  auditorium. — 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Webster,  Callaway,  Va. 

Mi.  Horeb. — We  sent  to  the  Brotherhood 
mission  fund  $33.26,  which  we  received 
from  a  special  offering.  The  women's  work 
of  the  church  recently  sent  sixty-six 
pounds  of  clothing  to  New  Windsor  for  re- 
lief. Our  district  budget  quota  of  fifty  dol- 
lars for  1949  has  been  raised.  Improvement 
of  the  church  property  is  in  progress  with 
completion  of  the  new  roof,  the  painting  of 
the  outside  and  the  seeding  of  the  yard  as 
the  principal  projects.  We  look  forward  to 
enlarging  our  church  school  program  as 
the  spring  months  come  and  a  drive  for  a 
larger  attendance  is  planned. — Virginia 
Robertson,  Cartersville,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Beanseltlemenl. — Several  of  our  young 
people  atended  the  district  round  table 
Nov.  20  at  the  Keyser  church.  They  also 
went  caroling  during  the  Christmas  holi- 
days. A  Christmas  program  was  presented 
at  the  church  on  Christmas  Eve.  The  play, 
A  Little  Child  Shall  Lead  Them,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  young  people.  The  increased 
interest  in  our  Sunday-school  program  is 
shown  by  the  volunteering  of  the  members 
to  conduct  the  opening  exercises  of  the 
Sunday  school  each  Sunday.  The  young 
people  have  responded  wonderfully.  We 
were  very  happy  to  have  on  Jan.  15  Bro. 
Charles  Bobo  and  the  quartet  from  the 
Keyser  church,  sponsored  by  the  men's 
work.  Work  is  continuing  on  the  base- 
ment. The  women's  work  met  on  Jan.  24 
for  an  entire  day  of  quilting. — Mrs.  Evelyn 
Bean,  Rock  Oak,  W.  Va. 


32 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


If  you  have  a  choral  speech  group  in  your  church 

you  will  need  materials  adapted  for  their  use. 


We  recommend 

CHORIC    INTERLUDES 

by  Mildred  Jones  Keefe 

•  This  book  includes  an  excellent  assortment  of  poetry  ar- 
ranged for  use  at  special  times  and  seasons. 

•  The  author  and  compiler  teaches  fine  arts  and  directs  the 
chapel  choir  of  the  School  of  Religious  and  Social  Work,  Bos- 
ton University. 

The  price  is  $3.25 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 
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"And  when  the  sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  .  .  .  went 
to  the  tomb  when  the  sun  had  risen.  .  .  .  And  entering 
the  tomb,  they  saw  a  young  man.  .  .  .  And  he  said  to 
them,  'Do  not  be  amazed;  you  seek  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
who   was   crucified.    He   is   risen,   he   is   not   here.' " 

"But  in  fact  Christ  has  been  raised  from  the  dead, 
the    first    fruits    of    those    who    have    fallen    asleep." 
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HE   IS   NOT   HERE 

7  HE  women  should  have  known  better.  He  had  told  them  over  and  over  that  he 
was  lite,  not  death;  that  a  tomb  could  not  long  enfold  the  "Light  of  the  World/' 
They  came  heartbrokenly  to  do  honor  to  a  dead  Christ.  But  joy  met  them  at  the 
tomb:    "He    is    risen!" 

It  was  hard  for  them  to   understand  it.    Even   now  some   do   not   comprehend   it. 
For  many  people  it  is  difficult  to  meet  the  living,  vibrant  Christ  face  to  face.    It  is 
easier  for  some  to  find  him  only  in  dimly  lit   cathedrals   or   in    historical   accounts. 
But  he  lives! 
He  wants  to  live  in   our  lives. 
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For  use  in  promoting  rural  educa- 
tion, the  former  government  of 
Colombia  ordered  a  strong  short- 
wave transmitter,  together  with  700 
receivers.  The  present  regime  ap- 
pears willing  to  go  ahead  with  the 
program.  (WP) 

Plans  for  a  national  organization 
to  promote  interracial  and  interfaith 
activities  were  announced  by  the 
student  delegates  from  seventeen 
northeastern  colleges  and  universi- 
ties meeting  at  Cornell  University. 
The  proposed  organization  will  work 
toward  the  establishment  of  inter- 
group  living  units  on  the  campuses. 

Portland,  Oregon,  became  the  sec- 
ond largest  city  in  the  United  States 
to  ban  discrimination  against  mem- 
bers of  minority  groups  in  public 
places.  A  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  city  council  makes  it 
illegal  for  restaurants,  hotels,  or 
other  public  places  to  refuse  service 
to  any  one  because  of  race.  Violation 
carries  the  penalty  of  a  $500  fine,  a 
six-month  jail  sentence  or  both. 

The  informality  of  the  American 
high  school  classroom  amazed  the 
twenty-five  students  of  Asiatic 
countries  visiting  the  United  States 
for  a  ten-week  stay.  They  were 
guests  of  the  annual  student  gov- 
ernment convention  of  the  New  York 
public  high  schools.  One  of  the 
Burmese  students  said  that  students 
and  teachers  can  work  together  for 
a  better  world  understanding. 

Organized  medicine  is  trying  to 
make  it  easier  for  foreign  doctors 
to  be  licensed  in  the  United  States 
while  still  maintaining  high  pro- 
fessional standards.  One  of  the  dif- 
ficulties DP  physicians  encounter  in 
taking  medical  tests  is,  of  course,  the 
language  barriers.  Another  difficulty 
encountered  in  easing  the  way  for 
DP  doctors  is  the  fact  that  the 
forty-eight  states  have  different 
regulations  regarding  examinations. 

Inspiring  students  to  think  for 
themselves  and  to  express  their  own 
ideas  has  been  listed  by  two  hundred 
teacher  college  presidents  and  deans 
of  schools  of  education  as  the  first 
essential  for  a  good  professor.  Other 
characteristics  include  emotional 
stability  and  maturity,  an  en- 
thusiasm for  teaching  that  inspires 
students  to  want  to  teach,  and  a 
friendly,  democratic,  tolerant  and 
helpful  attitude  in  his  relations  with 
students. 


The  people  of  Norway  have  pre- 
sented to  the  people  of  Denmark  a 
friendship  statue  symbolizing  the 
two  nations.  It  will  be  erected  in 
Copenhagen  in  gratitude  for  help 
given  to  Norway  during  the  occupa- 
tion. Funds  for  this  statue  and  for 
a  hostel  for  Danish  students  in  Nor- 
way were  raised  by  public  sub- 
scription. (WP) 

A  Methodist  church  in  Philadel- 
phia is  called  The  Church  That 
Friendship  Built.  German-Ameri- 
cans gave  the  bricks  to  build  one 
wall  of  it;  the  Chinese  did  the  same 
for  another  wall.  Negroes  were  the 
hod  carriers  and  Episcopalians  laid 
the  bricks.  A  Roman  Catholic  Italian 
sold  spaghetti  and  gave  the  proceeds 
to  the  church;  Jews  financed  the  bell 
tower.  Granite  blocks  bear  the  word 
peace  in  Italian,  Hebrew,  Latin  and 
Chinese. 

Nearly  two  thousand  students 
have  joined  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Youth  Movement  since  it  was  formed 
eight  years  ago  by  three  Arabs.  The 
individual  student  pledges  himself 
to  daily  prayers  and  Bible  reading, 
regular  attendance  at  Sunday  serv- 
ices, participation  in  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  at  least  four 
times  a  year  and  the  reading  of  at 
least  one  religious  book  every  year. 
The  movement  is  sympathetic  to  all 
efforts  toward  Christian  co-operation. 
(EPS) 

A  legislative  institute  has  been 
conducted  by  the  CIO  Textile  Work- 
ers Union  of  America  for  members 
active  in  local  unions.  Lasting  for 
four  days,  the  seminars  are  intended 
to  give  rank-and-file  leaders  around 
the  country  firsthand  opportunity 
to  see  the  federal  government  in  ac- 
tion. A  not  unimportant  by-product 
is  the  grass-roots  view  of  what  is 
happening  that  legislators  get  from 
the  interviews  with  the  union  mem- 
bers. 

A  co-operative  step  to  get  better 
prepared  teachers  for  the  nation's 
30,000,000  school  children  has  been 
taken  by  the  American  Association 
of  Colleges  for  Teacher  Education. 
Plans  are  under  way  to  establish  na- 
tion-wide principles  and  minimum 
standards  for  institutions  that  train 
teachers.  It  was  reported  at  the  an- 
nual conference  of  the  association 
that  only  about  one  third  of  the 
twelve  hundred  institutions  of  high- 
er learning  that  train  teachers  could 
meet    even    "minimum"    standards. 


"God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  .  .  .  ; 
and  there  shall  be  no  more  death;  neither 
sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be 
any  more  pain;  for  the  former  things  are 
passed  away" 


EASTER- 


WINDOW  TO   TOMORROW 


MANY  times  we  have  en- 
joyed a  sunset  with  its 
gold,  silver,  purple  and 
the  ever-changing  hues  until  at 
last  the  sun  sinks  below  the 
horizon  leaving  a  beautiful  after- 
glow. 

Ever  since  the  first  Easter, 
Christians  have  been  looking  into 
the  gold  of  life's  sunset  and  as 
the  hour  of  departure  arrives, 
they  say  with  confidence — "Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  val- 
ley in  the  shadow  of  death,  I 
will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art 
with  me  .  .  ."  We  do  not  know 
what  it  is  like  on  the  other  side, 
but  we  know  enough  about  Je- 
sus to  be  assured  that  life  to- 


ri. L.  Ruthrauff 

Pastor,   Calvary   Church,   Los   Angeles, 
California 
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morrow  will  be  very  acceptable. 
We  are  like  the  doctor's  dog  who 
followed  him  to  the  home  of  a 
patient  who  was  about  to  slip 
away.  The  sick  man  asked  the 
doctor  if  he  could  tell  him  what 
to  expect  beyond  death,  to  which 
the  doctor  replied  that  he  could 
not.  Just  then  the  doctor  opened 
the  door  and  in  bounded  his 
dog,  and  the  doctor  had  his  an- 
swer. He  turned  to  the  patient 
and  said,  "Sir,  I  do  not  know 
what  it  is  like  on  the  other  side, 


but  I  know  that  Christ  is  there 
and  that  we  will  be  with  him. 
My  dog  did  not  know  what  was 
on  the  other  side  of  this  door.  He 
only  knew  that  his  master  was 
there,  and  that  was  sufficient." 

Believing  Christ  who  said,  "I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life," 
we  watch  the  sun  pierce  the 
threatening  clouds  and  line  them 
with  silver.  We  "go  not  like  the 
quarry  slave  at  night,  scourged 
to  his  dungeon,  but  sustained 
and  soothed  by  an  unfaltering 
trust,"  we  approach  our  grave 
"like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery 
of  his  couch  about  him  and  lies 
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down  to  pleasant  dreams."  East- 
er has  taken  the  sting  out  of 
death.  It  has  placed  a  window 
in  the  grave  through  which  we 
look  into  the  eternal.  It  becomes 
the  passage  into  the  eternal  city 
not    made    with    hands,    where 


"God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
.  .  .  ;  and  there  shall  be  no 
more  death;  neither  sorrow,  nor 
crying,  neither  shall  there  be 
any  more  pain;  for  the  former 
things  are  passed  away." 
Yes,  Easter  is  the  day  of  new 


life  after  the  valley  of  death,  but 
it  is  also  the  assurance  of  a  safe 
passage  through  the  valley.  This 
is  the  rich  heritage  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  for  all  who  believe. 
This  is  the  gold  in  the  sunset  of 
life. 


EDITORIAL 


What   Easter  Means  to  Me 

Guest   Editorial   by  C.  D.  Bonsack, 
Elgin,  Illinois 

I  HAVE  often  regretted  that 
we  did  not  have  a  more  Chris- 
tian name  for  the  day  on 
which  we  celebrate  the  resur- 
rection of  our  Lord.  The  event 
that  put  new  life  into  the  faith 
of  the  disciples,  and  became  the 
dynamic  around  which  the  early 
church  grew,  demands  a  name 
untainted  by  possible  pagan  sig- 
nificance. But  since  we  learn 
that  it  takes  more  than  a  name  to 
keep  a  holy  day  sacred — Christ- 
mas for  example — it  behooves  us 
to  put  new  meaning  into  Easter, 
so  that  it  can  be  celebrated  as 
the  joyful  occasion  on  which 
Christ  conquered  both  death  and 
the  grave,  "and  became  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept"  (1 
Cor.  15:20). 

We  all  wish  for  a  glimpse  of 
the  deeper  meanings  of  Easter 
and  all  the  mysteries  about  life 
and  death  and  the  fulfilled  bless- 
ings beyond  the  grave.  But  like- 
ly in  our  present  state  we  are 
incapable  either  of  judging  or 
appreciating  the  values  of  the 
land  of  the  redeemed,  and  it  is 
better  that  we  walk  by  faith 
and  hope  in  him  who  knows  all 
and  from  whose  love  no  power 
can  separate  us.  So  while  others 
may  find  in  Easter  its  deeper 
meanings,  I  shall  mention  only 
a  few  of  its  more  general  as- 
surances to  me. 

Easter  assures  me  of  the  deity 
of  Christ.   After  the  frustration, 
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shame  and  brutality  of  Calvary, 
we  can  scarcely  blame  the  dis- 
ciples for  being  scattered.  Had  I 
been  there,  I  imagine  I  too  would 
have  taken  a  walk  to  Emmaus 
or,  perhaps  like  Peter,  been 
found  among  his  accusers  with 
the  spirit  of  a  coward!  They 
all  needed  something  to  help 
them  in  this  dark  hour.  Easter 
morning  assured  them  that  God 
was  in  their  midst,  touching  the 
earth:  angels  to  meet  the  wom- 
en, an  empty  tomb  and  the  Lord 
himself  to  speak  to  them.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  the  resurrection 
became  their  assurance  —  and 
ours — becoming  the  basis  for  ev- 
ery sermon  for  a  long  time  after- 
ward. They  now  felt  they  knew 
in  whom  they  believed. 

Easter  assures  us  of  the  truth 
of  the  Scriptures.  How  the  apos- 
tles, and  Paul  in  particular,  loved 
to  remind  both  Jews  and  gen- 
tiles that  Jesus  died  and  rose 
again  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  Sadducees  doubted 
the  possibility  of  any  resurrec- 
tion, but  Jesus  reminded  them 
that  it  was  because  of  their  ig- 
norance of  the  Scriptures  and  the 
power  of  God  (Matt.  22:28). 

Easter  assures  us  that  life  does 
not  end  at  the  tomb.  Easter 
is  the  season  of  hope.  All  anxi- 
eties were  cleared  away  for  the 
women  as  they  sought  to  min- 
ister their  token  of  love  for  his 
body.  "Where  did  they  lay 
him?"  "Who  shall  roll  away  the 
stone?"  and  other  questions 
haunted  them.  But  God  was 
there  first.  The  Roman  seal  and 
soldiers  could  not  hinder  God. 


Life  at  its  best  begins  with  East- 
er and  what  the  world  thought 
was  the  end  of  this  disturber 
proved  to  be  only  the  beginning 
of  life  indeed!  "If  a  man  die, 
shall  he  live  again"  was  the 
world's  great  question.  Yes, 
Easter  assures  us  that  we  shall 
live  again,  and  God  grant  that 
we  shall  keep  our  faith  strong, 
our  love  warm  and  Christ  near, 
so  that  we  shall  be  ready  for  the 
company  and  the  climate  of  our 
celestial  home! 

Easter  offers  a  world  -  wide 
hope.  The  risen  Lord  told  the 
women,  "Go  tell."  Good  news 
must  be  told,  and  this  is  the  very 
best.  If  it  is  not  told,  we  shall 
begin  to  doubt  it  for  ourselves. 
The  low  character  of  much  of  our 
social  and  home  life  is  due  to 
the  lack  of  mentioning  the  good 
news  of  hope  in  Christ.  Suspi- 
cion and  conflict  among  the  na- 
tions is  due  to  selfish  propagan- 
da. It  would  be  different  if  we 
manifested  our  loyalty  to  Him 
who  bids  us  to  deal  fairly  with 
all  men  and  nations,  telling  them 
the  good  news  too.  Our  educa- 
tion will  not  result  in  a  fruitage 
of  character,  wisdom  and  states- 
manship, if  we  deny  the  grow- 
ing generation  the  knowledge  of 
a  loving  Father  and  a  living  Re- 
deemer! Let  us  share  our  Easter 
hope  with  everybody,  in  season 
and  out! 

Easter  assures  us  that  our  hope 
of  eternal  life  is  in  Christ.  "God 
was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himself,  .  .  ."  (2  Cor. 
5:19).  "For  the  Father  judgeth 
no  man,  but  hath  committed  all 


judgment  unto  the  Son"  (John 
5:22).  Eternal  life  is  in  the  Son, 
and  "he  that  hath  the  Son 
hath  life;  and  he  that  hath  not 
the  Son  of  God  hath  not  life" 
(1  John  5:11,  12).  Easter  shows 
us  where  to  find  life  eternal,  for 
he  who  died  for  our  sins  God 
has  raised  up.  Easter  ought  to 
strengthen  our  faith  and  fill  us 
with  joy  to  help  others  to  know 
the  Lord  of  life  and  glory.  May 
we  all  be  blessed  to  this  end  and 
service. 

This  Was  Their  Easter 

MY  MOTHER  tells  with 
great  realism  of  how  she 
met  the  Lord.  In  a  time 
of  bitter  church  debate  and  re- 
sultant personal  confusion  the 
Lord  moved  up  the  valley  in 
which  my  mother  lived.  His 
glory  filled  it  from  side  to  side 
and  overflowed  beyond  it.  In 
quieting  words  he  told  her  that 
he  was  still  mankind's  Savior, 
that  he  was  bigger  and  more  im- 
portant than  any  church  argu- 
ment and  that  he  always  loved 
and  wished  to  save  the  dispu- 
tants on  both  sides.  He  told  her 
that  the  reason  people  argue 
about  him  is  that  they  know  so 
little  concerning  him;  that  to  ac- 
cept him  as  a  personal  friend  is 
always  more  helpful  than  long 
arguments  about  him  no  matter 
how  earnest  they  may  be. 

After  that  experience,  my 
mother  discovered  real  Christian 
peace.  She  had  a  much  more  ma- 
ture, mellow  and  hallowed  ap- 
proach to  the  Lord.  Theirs  was  a 
very  personal  and  a  very  real 
friendship.  The  church  also  fell 
into  its  proper  perspective  and 
she  was  less  disturbed  about  cer- 
tain modifications  and  changes 
which  came  about  in  it  with  the 
changing  of  the  years. 

Her  one  obsession  henceforth 
seemed  to  be:  Is  the  Lord  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine,  of  my 
friends  and  of  all  people?  Is  he 
personally  alive  in  my  church 
and  free  to  exercise  his  will  with 
the  people  of  every  church? 


It  must  have  been  an  experi- 
ence similar  to  that  which 
turned  Paul  inside  out  on  the 
Damascus  road.  Ever  afterward 
he  testified  that  he  had  met  the 
Lord  face  to  face  just  as  really  as 
had  Peter  and  all  the  others  who 
walked  with  him. 
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ne  of  the  meanings  of  Easter 
is  that  Jesus  is  alive.  He  is  as 
personally  interested  in  people 
today  as  he  was  interested  in 
Peter,  John,  Mary  Magdalene, 
Lazarus,  Jairus'  daughter  and 
the  Emmaus  disciples.  It  was 
only  natural  that  he  should  take 
time  for  a  conversation  with 
Saul  in  order  to  make  a  Paul 
out  of  him.  That  was  Paul's 
Easter.  It  was  only  natural  that 
he  should  similarly  talk  to  my 
mother  when  she  needed  him 
most.  That  was  mother's  Easter. 


Christ  has  come  to  many  more 
people  in  a  similar  personal  way. 
Those  times  have  been  their 
Easters.  He  is  alive!  He  stands 
ever  ready  to  help  any  of  us. 

Does  this  seem  too  mystical  and 
ethereal?  Perhaps  it  is  for  some. 
If  it  is  ethereal  for  some,  that 
supplies  no  reason  for  them  to 
enter  into  argument  with  those 
who  can  meet  him  face  to  face. 
Some  need  many  proofs,  Biblical 
and  otherwise,  of  Christ's  resur- 
rection; others  do  not  lean  upon 
such  things,  for  they  need  no 
convincing.  Whichever  way  it  is 
with  us,  the  central  fact  we 
should  never  forget  is:  He  lives! 
He  is  still  a  loving,  living  Savior. 
He  can  help  us  with  every  prob- 
lem personally  and  socially  if  we 
will  let  him. 

He  lives!  It  is  always  Easter 
for  those  who  believe. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Making  Hell  Tremble 

RECENTLY  much  of  the  United 
States  suffered  a  dim-out. 
Schools  were  closed.  Church 
programs  were  curtailed.  Business 
slowed  down.  The  health  program 
was  handicapped  by  lack  of  power 
and  light  for  the  hospitals. 

Steps  were  taken  toward  govern- 
mental seizure  of  certain  industries. 
Continued  failure  to  adjust  our 
economic  disagreements  could  lead 
'  rather  quickly  to  increasing  dic- 
tatorial governmental  controls  and 
the  eventual  collapse  of  the  Ameri- 
can dream.  Economic  war  can  pose 
a  real  danger. 

Our  misunderstandings  around  the 
world  likewise  turn  largely  upon  an 
economic  base.  Even  class  struggle 
and  racial  tensions  usually  center 
around  jobs,  incomes,  and  economics. 

In  spite  of  this  tremendous  cen- 
trality  of  economics  in  our  interna- 
tional, our  national  and  our  personal 
lives,  the  church  has  steered  clear  of 
facing  up  to  the  economic  problems 
of  our  times.  A  few  years  ago  some- 
one proclaimed  the  slogan,  "Let  the 
church  be  the  church."  For  a  few 
months  this  sounded  as  if  the 
church  might  undertake  to  do  again 
what  it  once  did  in  Antioch  and 
Corinth.  Not  many  people  know 
church  history,  however,  and  before 
long  there  were  unspoken  addenda 


to  the  slogan.  They  were:  And  let 
business  be  business,  politics  be 
politics,  nationalism  be  nationalism 
and  so  on. 

The  church  can  never  be  the 
church  if  it  is  pushed  off  into  only 
one  facet  of  man's  daily  life;  it  must 
possess  the  whole  man  and  affect 
his  whole  life  or  it  is  not  Christianity 
at  all. 


1  hree  years  ago  a  group  of  church- 
men, labor  leaders,  businessmen/ 
government  officials  and  agricul- 
turalists met  in  Pittsburgh  to  study 
the  church  and  economics.  It  re- 
quired considerable  time  at  that 
meeting  to  agree  that  the  church 
had  a  right  to  make  pronouncements 
in  the  economic  area. 

A  second  meeting  on  the  Church 
and  Economic  Life  was  held  late  in 
February  of  this  year  at  Detroit, 
Michigan.  To  the  meeting  again 
came  men  from  all  walks  of  life,  and 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  in- 
cluding Canada  and  Alaska.  After 
four  days  of  hard  work  in  discussion 
and  drafting  committees,  they  came 
up  with  some  very  good  pronounce- 
ments of  what  needs  to  be  done  to 
Christianize  our  economic  life.  From 
the  beginning  they  operated  on  the 
Continued  on  page  11 
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H.  Armstrong  Koberts 

WE  COME  TO  EASTER  NOT  ONLY  WITH  JOY  BUT  WITH  HUMILITY  AND  PENITENCE  AND  WONDER 


THERE  is  only  one  Easter, 
the  day  on  which  Christ 
rose  from  the  dead.  There 
are,  however,  four  ways  in  which 
Easter  comes  to  the  Christian  be- 
liever. 

Commonly  we  think  of  the 
Easter  that  comes  once  a  year. 
The  word  calls  up  a  picture  of 
crowded  churches,  music  with  a 
note  of  joy  and  triumph,  ser- 
mons that  speak  of  the  resur- 
rection and  our  hope  of  life 
everlasting.  But  Easter  has 
many  meanings  and  we  may 
bring  them  out  by  speaking  of 
the  four  Easters:  (1)  the  Easter 
which  is  a  one-time  day,  a  great 
one-time  happening  in  human 
history,  (2)  the  Easter  which 
comes  once  a  year,  (3)  the  East- 
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er  which  comes  once  a  week — 
Sunday,  the  Lord's  Day,  is  its 
weekly  celebration,  (4)  the 
Easter  which  is  every  day  for 
Christ's  followers. 

Easter  is  a  one-time  day.  It 
came  once  and  for  all  in  human 
history.  All  that  went  before 
was  preparation  for  it.  What 
followed  stemmed  from  it.  It 
was  the  beginning  of  a  new 
stage  in  the  story  of  God's  deal- 
ings with  men. 

Here  is  a  meaning  of  Easter 
which  we  often  overlook:  God 
is  the  living  God.  So  he  was  for 
the  Hebrew  prophets;  so  he  is 
for  Christian  faith.  When  we 
say  the  "living  God,"  we  are 
not  simply  declaring  that  God  is 
real,  that  he  exists.  We  are  con- 
fessing our  faith  in  the  God  that 
works,  the  God  of  a  great  pur- 


pose and  of  mighty  deeds,  who 
reveals  himself  through  his 
deeds.  The  prophets  were  no 
mere  repeaters  of  words  which 
a  distant  God  dropped  down 
from  heaven.  They  were  men 
who,  through  God's  Spirit,  saw 
God's  saving  deeds  and  saving 
purpose  in  Israel  and  for  the 
world. 

Christ  is  for  us  more  than  an 
example,  more  than  a  voice 
speaking  great  truths;  he  is  God's 
supreme  deed.  The  Word  had 
flesh.  It  was  a  life  that  spoke 
to  us,  a  life  that  wrought  for  us. 
We  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  Christ 
at  Christmas  time,  but  we  know 
the  meaning  of  that  birth  and 
the  full  meaning  of  that  life  only 
as  we  see  it  in  the  light  of  Good 
Friday  and  Easier.  Good  Friday 
shows  us  the  God  of  redeeming 


mercy,  of  infinite  love  which  suf- 
fers with  men  for  men.  Easter 
tells  us  that  in  the  Christ  who 
suffered  for  men  the  eternal  God 
and  his  power  were  present: 
"God  was  in  Christ  reconciling 
the  world."  Here  was  the  cen- 
tral deed  in  God's  work  in  hu- 
man history.  With  it  there  came 
a  new  stage,  a  new  and  mightier 
working,  with  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit,  the  creation  of  the  church, 
the  proclamation  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  promise  of  a  new  and 
redeemed  humanity  here  on 
earth.  The  God  of  love,  the  God 
of  power:  that  is  the  meaning  of 
these  two  great  days,  Good  Fri- 
day and  Easter. 

Never  was  this  word  of  Easter 
more  needed  than  in  this  year 
of  1950.  The  world  is  dark. 
Mighty  forces  of  evil  are  at  work. 
There  is  widespread  and  tragic 
suffering.  Men  look  at  the  fu- 
ture with  fear  and  despair.  Let 
us  Christians  look  back  to  that 


first  Easter  day.  It  did  not  mean 
that  all  suffering  had  ended  with 
Good  Friday.  It  did  mean  that 
the  mighty  God  was  at  work  in 
the  world  of  suffering  and  pain. 
It  did  mean,  for  that  weak  and 
persecuted  church,  a  joyous  con- 
fidence with  which  to  face  the 
future.  "Little  children,  .  .  . 
greater  is  he  that  is  in  you  than 
he  that  is  in  the  world." 

Easter  comes  once  a  year. 
More  and  more  our  Protestant 
churches  in  America  have  been 
recognizing  the  value  of  the  ob- 
servance of  the  church  year,  an 
observance  in  which  we  have 
been  rather  lax  as  compared 
with  the  church  across  the  sea. 
In  that  year  Easter  is  the  high 
point.  Advent  time  and  Christ- 
mastide,  the  Lenten  season,  Palm 
Sunday  and  the  days  of  Holy 
Week  leading  to  Good  Friday, 
all  these  have  their  consumma- 
tion in  Easter.  Here  our  deep- 
est faith  comes  to  expression.   It 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

The  Power  of  the  Resurrection  (Easter) 
1  Cor.  15;  Luke  24: 1-12 


The   resurrection 

In  all  of  Paul's  preaching,  as  he 
journeyed  up  and  down  over  the 
world,  he  emphasized  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ.  Paul  said, 
"Christ  died  for  our  sins.  He  was 
buried.  He  rose  again  the  third  day. 
This  was  the  fulfilling  of  the  Scrip- 
tures." 

In  an  effort  to  convince  men  of  the 
resurrection  Paul  gave  factual  evi- 
dence which  could  be  substantiated. 
He  told  of  times  and  places  where 
Christ  had  been  seen  and  named 
the  people  who  had  seen  him.  These 
people  were  still  living.  They  could 
be  asked  about  the  times  and  the 
places.  They  could  be  called  to  give 
testimony  to  those  who  were  waiver- 
ing.  In  Paul's  mind  there  was  no 
question  about  the  resurrection. 

It  was  a  well-substantiated  fact. 
He  was  seen  by  me 

But  most  convincing  of  all  the 
arguments,  as  far  as  Paul  was  con- 
cerned, was  that  Jesus  had  been 
seen  by  Paul,  himself.  Jesus  had 
come  out  of  heaven  to  meet  Paul 
on  the  Damascus  road.  When  Paul 
saw  him  alive  and  heard  him  talk 


and  talked  to  him,  he  had  no  further 
question  about  the  resurrection. 

This  is  the  most  convincing  argu- 
ment to  any  individual.  If  he  has 
Christ  within  him,  has  met  him  in 
the  way,  has  talked  with  him  and 
has  heard  Christ  talk,  he  needs  no 
lengthy  documentary  evidence  that 
Jesus  rose  and  that  he  lives.  If  we 
raise  questions  about  the  actuality  of 
Jesus,  we  are  giving  convincing 
proof  that  we  have  not  met  him  face 
to  face  and  cannot  call  him  "friend." 
The  best  way  to  convince  men  of  the 
actuality  of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  his 
resurrection  is  to  have  them  meet 
him,  talk  with  him,  work  with  him. 
Be  ye   steadfast 

Paul  ended  his  preaching  with  a 
note  of  action.  "Therefore,  my  be- 
loved brethren,  be  ye  steadfast,  un- 
movable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord."  That  is  the  way 
any  Easter  Sunday-school  lesson 
should  end.  It  is  the  way  sermons 
should  end.  It  is  the  way  any  study 
of  theology  or  Christianity  should 
end.  What  we  believe  should  flow 
into  our  own  lives  and  keep  us  stead- 
fast and  immovable  and  working. 


is  not  just  a  day  of  resurrection, 
witnessing  to  God's  power;  it  is 
the  resurrection  of  One  who  suf- 
fered and  died  for  men  as  a 
Servant  of  the  God  of  redeeming 
love.  The  Easter  joy  is  the  deep- 
er, with  a  certain  solemn  note, 
because  its  background  is  the 
conflict  and  the  cross  and  the 
tomb.  We  come  to  it  not  only 
with  joy,  but  with  humility  and 
penitence  and  wonder.  So  our 
Easter  hymns  have  their  special 
note  of  joy  as  against  this  back- 
ground. Here  is  one  from  an 
unknown  Latin  writer  of  long 
ago,  with  its  recurrent  Alleluias: 

The  strife  is  o'er,  the  battle  done; 
The  victory  of  life  is  won; 
The  song  of  triumph  has  begun. 
Alleluia! 

And  the  same  note  is  heard  in 
Charles  Wesley's  hymn: 

Love's  redeeming  work  is  done, 

Alleluia! 
Fought  the  fight,  the  battle  won; 

Alleluia! 
Death   in   vain   forbids   him   rise; 

Alleluia! 
Christ      has      opened      Paradise. 

Alleluia! 

Easter  comes  once  a  week. 
Our  Christian  Sabbath  is  not  the 
Jewish  Sabbath,  though  it  re- 
tains all  the  values  of  the  old 
day;  it  is  the  Lord's  Day,  the 
day  on  which  he  rose  from  the 
dead.  It  is  a  day  of  rest,  but 
its  note  is  not  negative;  it  means 
far  more  than  abstaining  from 
weekday  work  and  ways.  It  is  a 
day  of  worship  and  joy  and 
fellowship  for  those  who  call 
Jesus  Lord.  The  phrase  Lord's 
Day  occurs  but  once  in  the  Bible 
(Rev.  1:10),  though  there  are 
a  couple  of  interesting  references 
that  suggest  meetings  of  the  dis- 
ciples on  the  first  day  of  the 
week  (Acts  20:7;  1  Cor.  16:2). 
We  do  not  know  how  early  it 
was  recognized  as  the  Christian 
day  of  rest  and  worship.  Prob- 
ably this  weekly  witness  to  the 
Easter  faith  came  in  before  the 
once-a-year  celebration  of  East- 
er. 
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For  the  true  Christian  every 
day  is  a  holy  day  and  every  day 
is  Easter.  The  Easter  hope  is  one 
that  should  be  voiced  not  just 
once  a  year;  it  should  give  its 
light  and  confidence  to  every 
day  of  our  life.  The  mark  of 
change  and  decay  and  death  is 
upon  all  life.  Memento  mori,  the 
old  saints  used  to  say:  "Remem- 
ber that  you  are  to  die."  There  is 
a  better  word  than  that.  It  is 
the  Easter  word:  Remember  that 
you  are  to  live.  Death  is  the  one 
sure  thing  for  all.  No  loved  one 
is  so  dear  that  he  may  not  any 
time  be  taken  from  us.  No  life 
is  so  full  of  health  and  strength 
but  that  its  certain  end  will  be 
the  grave.  But  for  us  "death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory."  We 
need  that  faith  for  our  daily  life, 
to  give  us  quietness  and  confi- 
dence. 

But  there  is  a  deeper  sense 


in  which  Easter  has  meaning  for 
our  daily  life.  Paul's  emphasis 
was  equally  divided  between  the 
Easter  faith  in  a  future  resur- 
rection and  a  life  to  come  and 
the  faith  in  a  resurrection  here 
and  now.  In  the  Christian  faith 
there  is  a  present  tense  of  ex- 
perience as  well  as  a  future  tense 
of  hope.  There  is  an  eternal  life 
beyond  the  grave;  but  there  is 
an  eternal  life  which  begins 
here.  "You  have  been  raised 
with  Christ,"  Paul  declares. 
"You  have  died,  and  your  life 
is  hid  with  God  in  Christ."  "Con- 
sider yourselves  dead  to  sin  and 
alive  to  God."  "The  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Je- 
sus our  Lord"  (See  Rom.  6  and 
Col.  3). 

This  is  the  everyday  meaning 
of  Easter.  Easter  stands  for 
God's  power  over  death  and  his 
gift  of  life.    So  it  was  with  our 


Lord  on  that  first  Easter  day;  so 
it  should  be  with  us  here  and 
now.  With  him  it  came  once; 
with  us  Easter  is  to  be  a  daily 
experience  of  life.  Each  day  we 
are  to  die  to  sin,  die  to  the  old 
life  of  doubt  and  fear  and  self- 
ishness and  disloyalty  to  God. 
Each  day  we  are  to  be  raised 
anew  by  God's  grace  to  the 
Christ-life  of  faith  and  devotion, 
of  patience  and  love,  of  peace 
within  and  courage  for  life's 
tasks.  Here  is  the  Easter  faith, 
at  once  a  glorious  hope  as  we 
face  the  future  and  a  glorious 
reality,  the  reality  of  eternal  life 
here  in  the  midst  of  time.  But 
let  us  not  forget  that  we  can 
have  this  risen  life  only  as  we 
live  it.  The  kingdom  of  God  is 
both  gift  and  task.  We  can  have 
this  life  from  God  only  as  we 
live  it,  live  it  with  God  in  faith, 
with  men  in  love  and  service. 


DENYING  OUR  CHRIST 


AS  WE  review  the  events  of 
the  tragedy  that  led  to  Cal- 
vary and  then  to  the  first 
glorious  Easter,  we  seek  continu- 
ally for  new  insights  and  new 
lessons  from  the  circumstances 
then  that  apply  to  our  lives  to- 
day. 

Of  all  the  characters  surround- 
ing the  life  of  Jesus  I  believe 
that  Peter  has  impressed  more 
people  than  any  of  the  other  dis- 
ciples. Lovable,  likable,  laugh- 
able, impetuous  Peter,  one  of 
those  whom  Christ  was  depend- 
ing on  to  build  the  church!  Je- 
sus spoke  more  to  Peter  both  in 
blame  and  praise  than  to  any 
other  disciple.  No  other  disciple 
spoke  to  Jesus  as  he  did. 

I  can  visualize  Peter  as  a  large 
man,  rough  and  tough  as  a  fisher- 
man. Peter,  although  in  the  pres- 
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Earl  Snader 

Panora,  Iowa 

"Peter  said  to  him,  'Even  though 
they  all  fall  away.  I  will  not.' 
And  Jesus  said  to  him,  'Truly 
I  say  to  you,  this  very  night,  be- 
fore the  cock  crows  twice,  you 
will  deny  me  three  times.'  But 
he  said  vehemently,  'If  I  must 
die  with  you,  I  will  not  deny 
you' " 


ence  of  Christ  for  three  years, 
still  needed  to  be  seasoned.   His 
denial  and  repentance  produced 
the  real  Peter. 
The  Occasion  for  Denying  Christ 

Peter  followed  Jesus  at  a  dis- 
tance. Peter  who  had  been  one 
of  the  three  inner  group  now  fol- 
lowed "afar  off"  physically  and 
spiritually.  After  Jesus  rebuked 
him  for  using  the  sword  he  fled. 

We  know  people  today  who 
follow  Christ  afar  off.   Some  do 


not  go  to  church  or  if  they  do, 
they  sit  on  the  back  seats.  It 
is  dangerous  to  follow  Christ 
only  halfheartedly.  The  distance 
between  us  and  Jesus  is  a  re- 
sult of  our  own  act. 

"Right  into  the  courtyard  of 
the  high  priest."  In  other  words, 
Peter  went  into  the  enemy's 
camp  "to  see  the  end"  (Matt. 
26:58).  Peter  loved  Jesus  and 
maybe  he  thought  Christ  would 
perform  another  miracle.  Go- 
ing into  an  enemy's  camp  is  al- 
ways dangerous. 

He  sat  down  and  warmed  him- 
self by  the  fire.  Peter  probably 
was  colder  than  the  night  air 
made  him.  If  we  can  truly  un- 
derstand him,  we  must  believe 
that  he  had  many  mixed  emo- 
tions, among  them  was  fear 
which  always  tends  to  make  one 
cold. 

Sitting  down  by  the  fire  in  the 


camp  of  the  enemy  makes  one 
think  of  the  psalm  which  warns 
us  of  this  very  danger:  "Blessed 
is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in 
the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor 
standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners, 
nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the 
scornful"   (Psalm  1). 

Perhaps  Peter  thought  that  he 
might  be  able  to  be  a  spy  for 
Jesus  and  to  find  out  what 
charges  they  had  made  against 
him.  Jesus  does  not  need  spies, 
but  only  witnesses.  Temptation 
is  always  stronger  in  an  enemy's 
camp  when  we  are  away  from 
Christ.  Peter  did  not  intend  to 
sin,  but  temptation  came  very 
quickly. 

The  Denial 

Peter  pretended  not  to  know 
Jesus.  He  may  have  been  sin- 
cere in  doing  this,  for  if  he  would 
admit  that  he  had  known  Jesus, 
he  might  have  hindered  Jesus 
more.  But  when  we  tell  one  lie, 
we  have  to  fabricate  a  whole 
structure  of  falsehood  in  sup- 
port of  our  first  lie.  So  Peter  had 
to  tell  other  lies  in  order  to  be 
consistent  with  his  first  state- 
ment. 

"For  your  accent  betrays  you." 
What  a  blessed  compliment  to 
Peter  and  to  any  of  us!  When  we 
live  close  to  Christ  our  accent, 
our  lives,  will  be  tempered  by 
the  spirit  of  Jesus  so  that  other 
people  will  see  Christ  in  us.  If 
our  speech  and  actions  do  not 
tell  others  about  Christ,  it  prob- 
ably means  that  we  have  not 
lived  close  enough  to  him. 

Then  Peter  went  to  the  ex- 
treme as  Peter  generally  did,  and 
in  order  to  prove  himself,  he 
reverted  to  the  rough  language 
of  a  fisherman.  Peter  still  had 
many  of  the  old  habits  that  had 
not  yet  been  conquered.  Today 
we  see  people  who  claim  to  be 
Christians;  their  names  are  on 
the  books,  but  they  still  have  old 
habits. 

"And  then  the  cock  crowed." 
Peter  remembered  the  warning 
of  Jesus  and  went  out  and  wept 
bitterly.  In  contrast  to  Judas, 
Peter  did  the  right  thing.   Peter 


A  street  in  Old 
Jerusalem,  the 
way  which  Je- 
sus is  supposed 
to  have  taken 
as  he  carried 
his  cross  to  Cal- 
vary 


went  back  to  God,  while  Judas 
went  back  to  unsympathetic  en- 
emies. It  is  a  good  lesson  for 
us  to  remember;  if  we  are  truly 
repentant  and  turn  from  our 
sins,  God  is  willing  to  forgive  us. 
Why  Did  Peter  Sin? 

In  the  first  place,  he  contra- 
dicted Christ  at  the  supper.  Je- 
sus told  him  he  would  deny 
him,  but  Peter  instead  of  asking 
for  strength  to  overcome  temp- 
tation said  all  the  more  vehe- 
mently that  he  would  not  deny 
Jesus. 

In  the  second  place,  Peter 
placed  himself  above  the  others 
by  saying:  "Though  all  will  fail, 
I  will  not."  He  trusted  in  him- 
self and  was  proud  of  his  own 
strength. 

Whenever  we  contradict  the 
warnings  of  Jesus  and  trust  in 
ourselves  we  are  in  danger  of 
sinning.  We  have  in  the  Bible 
warnings  of  the  sins  we  are 
likely  to  commit.  We  should  ask 
for  guidance  in  meeting  and  con- 
quering them.  The  surer  we  are 
that  we  shall  not  commit  a  par- 
ticular sin,  the  more  likely  we 
are  to  sin. 


i _j 

Ernest  Lefever 

Jesus'  warning  to  Peter  was 
clear.  "And  he  came  and  found 
them  sleeping,  and  he  said  to 
Peter,  'Simon,  are  you  asleep? 
Could  you  not  watch  one  hour? 
Watch  and  pray  that  you  may 
not  enter  into  temptation;  the 
spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the 
flesh  is  weak.'"  (Mark  14:  37- 
38).  It  is  still  a  warning  to  us 
today.  Peter  failed  to  prepare 
for  the  trial  which  he  passed 
through.  The  world  today  needs 
people  who  have  been  prepared 
to  pass  through  all  kinds  of  tests 
and  who  have  come  through  vic- 
toriously. 

The  church  is  never  endan- 
gered by  outside  opposition.  The 
power  of  God  is  never  conquered 
by  dictators  and  atheists,  but  is 
hindered  by  those  who  betray  or 
ignore  the  cause  of  Christ.  We 
need  to  weep  bitterly  and  repent 
for  our  sins  that  we  may  be 
dynamic  in  our  Christian  wit- 
nessing. What  will  this  Easter 
mean  for  you  and  me  this  year? 
It  will  depend  upon  what  we  do 
with  Christ. 
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The  Cross  and  the  Empty  Tomb 


WE  DO  well  to  observe  that 
the  cross  (meaning  the 
death  of  Christ  on  the 
cross  of  Calvary)  and  the  empty 
tomb  (meaning  the  resurrection 
of  Christ  from  the  dead)  are 
closely  associated  in  the  New 
Testament.  Both  are  included  in 
Paul's  statement  of  the  gospel. 
Jesus,  in  predicting  his  suffer- 
ings and  death  in  Jerusalem,  also 
told  his  disciples  that  he  would 
rise  again. 

It  is  right,  of  course,  to  empha- 
size the  cross  of  Christ.  In  the 
cross  we  have  the  supreme  exhi- 
bition of  the  love  of  God  for  sin- 
ful mankind.  As  stated  in  Rom. 
5:8:  "God  commendeth  his  love 
toward  us,  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for 
us." 

The  cross  affords  also  the  per- 
fect expression  of  the  sacrificial 
spirit  of  Christ,  and  so  sets  be- 
fore us  as  an  example  that  self- 
giving  spirit  which  is  the  very 
life-principle  of  the  true  follower 
of  Christ.  "I  am  the  good  shep- 
herd: the  good  shepherd  giveth 
his  life  for  the  sheep  (John 
10: 11) .  "Hereby  perceive  we  the 
love  of  God,  because  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  us:  and  we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for 
the  brethren"   (1  John  3:16). 

The  cross  is  more,  however, 
than  simply  a  display  of  the  love 
of  God  and  the  greatest  example 
of  self-sacrifice.  It  is  also  a  dec- 
laration of  man's  need  of  recon- 
ciliation with  God,  and  is  de- 
clared to  be  that  which  provides 
the  basis  for,  and  makes  recon- 
ciliation a  reality.  "Christ  died 
for  our  sins."  Though  the  Scrip- 
tures may  not  explain  exactly 
how  the  death  of  Christ  results 
in  a  reconciliation  between  God 
and  man,  they  are  definite  in 
stating  the  necessity  for  that 
death  in  order  that  man  might 


Glen  E.  Norris 

Pastor,  Ambler,   Pennsylvania 


be  brought  into  right  relation- 
ship with  God. 

Yet,  in  stressing  the  cross,  we 
must  not  overlook  the  impor- 
tance of  the  empty  tomb.  The 
former  without  the  latter  would 
only  be  a  cause  for  despair.  "If 
Christ  be  not  raised,  your  faith 
is  vain"  (1  Cor.  15:17).  Of  what 
value  is  it  to  have  before  us  the 
perfect  ideal  of  a  self-sacrificing 
life  when  we  find  ourselves  un- 
able to  make  our  lives  conform 
to  the  divine  standard?  To  live 
a  Christlike  life,  which  means  a 
life  of  denial  of  self  and  of  com- 
mitment to   Christ,  we  need  a 


power  beyond  our  own — a  power 
that  can  come  only  by  the  union 
of  our  lives  with  a  living  Christ. 
"For  if,  when  we  were  enemies, 
we  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more, 
being  reconciled,  we  shall  be 
saved  by  his  life,"  that  is,  by  the 
life  he  now  lives  as  one  raised 
from  the  dead. 

Moreover,  without  the  empty 
tomb,  we  should  be  uncertain 
whether  Christ's  sacrifice  was  an 
effectual  basis  for  the  forgive- 
ness of  our  sins.  We  should  not 
know  whether  Christ  had  ac- 
complished his  purpose  or 
whether  his  cause  had  gone 
down  in  defeat. 

"But  now  is  Christ  risen  from 
the    dead."     Consequently,    we 
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H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


have  to  do  with  a  living  Christ, 
whose  presence  enables  us  to  live 
a  supernatural  life,  a  life  of 
which  the  moving  power  is  the 
love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts,  a  life  utterly  beyond 
those  who  have  no  vital  connec- 
tion with  Christ.  Because  he 
lives,  we  too  shall  live,  and  do 
live. 


Making   Hell   Tremble 

Continued  from  page  5 

assumption  that  the  church  is  com- 
missioned to  exert  an  influence  in 
economic  life;  it  "must  be  the  teach- 
er of  the  principles  of  conduct;  a 
voice  of  judgment;  a  guardian  of 
morals  and  spiritual  values  already 
won  and  the  herald  of  a  better  day." 

Many  of  the  statements  coming 
from  the  conference  were  clear  cut 
and  courageous.  They  will  appear  in 
booklet  form  and  should  become  a 
basis  of  study  in  church  groups  in 
every  local  congregation  in  America. 

Continued  study,  increasing  re- 
sponsibility and  further  growth  were 
the  watchwords  of  the  conference. 
"Christians  must  judge  all  economic 
systems  by  the  imperatives  of  the 
Christian  faith,"  it  insisted.  "Chris- 
tians must  not  identify  any  economic 
order  with  the  gospel.  The  Chris- 
tian gospel  is  not  found  in  Adam 
Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations  or  in 
Karl  Marx's  Kapilal.  It  is  to  be 
found  in  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
John  .  .  .  and  in  the  continuing 
revelation  of  God." 

Dean  H.  A.  Bosley  of  Duke  Uni- 
versity said  at  the  beginning  of  the 
conference  that  the  devil  had  coun- 
seled Screwtape  in  the  Screwlape 
Letters,  concerning  his  intended 
victim,  "Don't  let  him  see  the  church 
with  her  banners  flying,  for  that  is 
a  sight  at  which  all  hell  trembles." 

Some  church  banners  were  set 
flying  in  a  new  field  at  Detroit. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they 
can  be  set  flying  in  local  churches, 
and  in  the  hard  places  of  economic 
tension  in  our  own  land  and  around 
the  world. 

The  pronouncements  at  Detroit 
were  only  pronouncements.  Nothing 
will  really  have  happened  until  the 
pronouncements  lake  on  life.  Hell 
is  not  trembling  very  much  yet. 

But  if  the  church  will  seriously 
undertake  to  Christianize  all  of  our 
economic  relations,  hell  will  be 
forced  to  tremble.  Christians  will 
again  be  the  men  who  turn  the 
world  upside  down. 


Purim-The  Jewish    Easter 


Maeanna    Cheserton-Mangle 
Editor,  Religious  Press 


AMONG  the  Jews,  who  do 
not  celebrate  Easter,  there 
is  a  service  of  similar  joy- 
ous content.  It  is  the  festival  of 
"Purim."  It  is  celebrated  in  the 
Hebrew  month  of  Adar  (March) , 
and  commemorates  the  beautiful 
story  of  Esther  and  how  she 
saved  the  Jews  from  destruction 
in  the  reign  of  the  Persian  king, 
Ahasuerus   (485-464  B.C.) . 

In  the  synagogue  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Purim,  the  rabbi  reads 
the  traditional  service  and  re- 
tells the  story  of  Haman,  the 
king's  high  minister,  who  was 
angered  at  the  refusal  of  Morde- 
cai,  a  Jew,  to  bow  down  before 
him  according  to  royal  edict. 
Haman  persuaded  Ahasuerus  to 
issue  an  order  condemning  all 
the  Jews  in  Persia  to  death. 
Whereupon  Mordecai's  beautiful 
niece,  Esther,  whom  Ahasuerus 
had  made  queen,  risked  the 
king's  wrath  by  appearing  un- 
summoned  before  him  to  plead 
for  her  people.  Ahasuerus  or- 
dered the  wicked  Haman  ex- 
ecuted, while  Mordecai  was 
raised  to  high  estate  in  the  land. 

The  name  Purim  comes  from 
the  word  pur  meaning  "lot."  The 
term  refers  to  the  casting  of 
lots  before  Haman  to  determine 
the  day  of  disaster  for  the  Jews 
— a  day  which  turned  instead 
into  one  of  triumph.  According 
to  the  tradition  of  the  Purim 
season,  Jews  are  required  to  give 
shalah-monat  or  gifts  to  one  an- 
other  and   the   poor. 

The  importance  of  this  holiday 
is  evidenced  by  the  many  forms 
in  which  the  Purim  story  has 
been  perpetuated.  There  are 
Purim  songs,  plays,  dances,  pan- 
tomimes, paintings  and,  in  Tel 
Aviv,  Purim  parades  with  elab- 
orately decorated  floats  depicting 
tableaux  of  various  incidents  in 
the  ancient  story. 

Like  Easter,  which  occurs  at 


the  same  season  of  the  year, 
Purim  is  a  time  of  renewed  faith, 
symbolizing  for  Jews  a  rebirth  of 
hope  for  the  ultimate  triumph  of 
good  over  evil. 

Yet  gaiety  is  not  everywhere. 
A  small  group  often  gathers  and 
talks  of  responsibilities.  There 
are  sometimes  tears  for  those 
who  suffer  at  the  hands  of  mod- 
ern Hamans. 

All  about  us  are  opportunities 
to  serve  in  the  spirit  of  Purim 
and  Easter.  The  challenge  of  the 
displaced  persons  is  great.  The 
depressed  of  every  race  is  an 
open  field  for  us  to  aid.  Under- 
privileged groups  of  every  town 
and  hamlet  cry  for  succor.  Mean- 
while, the  council  chambers  are 
rife  with  argument  and  we  sit 
by;  laws  still  to  be  enacted,  laws 
still  to  be  enforced — laws  which 
will  erase  prejudice  and  dis- 
crimination, pride  and  discord. 

At  this  time  of  Purim  when 
we,  who  know  better,  are  being 
looked  upon  by  "so  great  a  cloud 
of  witnesses,"  let  us  defeat  the 
cunning  of  Haman  by  the  cour- 
age of  Esther,  the  wisdom  of 
Mordecai,  the  love  of  our  Father. 


Good  Friday 

Russell  S.  Shurte 

Flint,  Michigan 

Good  Friday;  good  for  whom? 
we  ask. 

This  day  when  Christ  fulfilled  his 
task. 

It  was  not  good  for  him  that  day — 

He  gave  his  precious  life  away. 

It  was  not  good,  O  God,  for  thee. 

With  breaking  heart  thy  Son  to 
see. 

His  bleeding  side,  his  thorn- 
crowned  head. 

His  body  crucified  till  dead. 

But  it  was  good  for  you  and  me 

Because  Christ  made  salvation 
free. 
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a  view  lease  on 


THE  dastardly  act  was  com- 
pleted. Christ  was  crucified 
and  his  body  was  placed  in 
the  tomb.  His  enemies  set  a 
seal  and  a  watch  over  it,  "lest 
His  disciples  come  by  night,  and 
steal  him  away,  and  say  unto 
the  people,  He  is  risen." 

We  see  in  the  eleven  disciples 
a  group  of  sad,  dejected  men. 
Why  wouldn't  they  be?  The 
One  on  whom  they  had  depend- 
ed and  looked  to  as  their  leader 
was  gone.  In  their  deep  sorrow 
they  evidently  had  forgotten  the 
Master's  own  words,  "Yet  a  little 
while,  and  the  world  seeth  me 
no  more;  but  ye  see  me:  because 
I  live  ye  shall  live  also." 

Peter  probably  recalled  the 
keen  disappointment  revealed  in 
Jesus'  eyes  when  Jesus  looked 
upon  him  as  the  cock  crew,  re- 
minding him  what  Jesus  had 
said  in  regard  to  his  denial.  He 
probably  felt  that  all  was  lost. 

Then,  on  that  third  day  Christ 
came  forth  as  victor  over  death, 
hell  and  the  grave.  When  the 
women  arrived  at  the  tomb  very 
early  in  the  morning  of  that  first 
day  of  the  week,  they  received 
a  message  from  the  angel,  "But 
go  your  way,  tell  his  disciples 
and  Peter  that  he  goeth  before 
you  into  Galilee:  there  shall  ye 
see  him  as  he  said  unto  you." 

Special  mention  was  made  of 
Peter,  the  impetuous  Peter. 
Again,  direct  attention  was 
called  to  Peter  when  Christ  met 
the  seven  while  they  were  fish- 
ing. What  does  this  singling  out 
of  Peter  mean?  It  no  doubt 
meant  that  Peter  was  to  take 
new  courage;  even  though  he 
had  denied  his  Master,  the  Lord 
had  not  forsaken  him. 

Christ's  appearances  were  pos- 
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itive  proof  of  his  resurrection, 
and  proof  that  death  does  not 
end  all  but  is  the  open  doorway 
into  a  brighter  and  fuller  life. 
What  hope  and  encouragement 
this  should  be  to  man!  We  strive 
so  diligently  for  material  things, 
forgetting  this  life  is  transitory, 
and  then  we  miss  out  on  so 
much  that  would  bring  real  hap- 
piness to  us. 

If  something  should  cross  our 
pathway  that  would  cause  a 
change  in  our  previously  laid 
plan  of  life,  would  we  look  upon 
it  as  defeat,  or  would  we  rise 


above  it  and  take- hold  of  what- 
ever new  opportunity  would  pre- 
sent itself? 

Dark  clouds  may  obscure  the 
blue  skies  for  a  time,  but  they 
do  have  a  silver  lining,  and 
when  the  cloud  gives  way  to 
the  sunshine  how  much  more 
beautiful  is  the  blue  of  the  sky! 
The  little  seed  which  is  placed 
in  the  ground  is  not  content  to 
remain  there  in  its  dark  sur- 
roundings, but  will  soon  take 
root  and  push  its  way  up  through 
the  ground  and  into  the  sun- 
shine. And  so,  on  this  Easter 
morn,  may  we  take  hold  of  a 
new  lease  on  life,  knowing  that 
Christ  rose  from  the  grave. 


A  Christian   Lawyer 


John  A.  Pritchett 

Attorney  at  Law,  Nashville,  Tennessee 


I 


T  WOULD  seem  to  me  that 
a  treatment  of  this  subject 
would  first  call  for  a  defi- 
nition of  what  is  meant  by  the 
term  Christian.  To  be  a  Chris- 
tian, one  must  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  truth  as  taught 
by  him.  He  must  be  a  member 
of  the  body  of  Christian  believ- 
ers, holding  to  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples as  enunciated  by  him:  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  When  a 
person  has  embraced  this  philos- 
ophy, has  become  regenerated 
by  subjecting  his  thinking  and 
his  actions  to  the  teachings  of 
Christ  and  has  subordinated  ev- 
erything which  he  does  to  this 
philosophy,  he  may  then  truly 
be  called  a  Christian. 

There  are  grave  misconcep- 
tions as  to  the  real  heart  and  soul 
of  many  individuals,  because  of 
their  vocation  or  the  type  of 
their  work.  We  cannot  all  be 
preachers,  teachers,  missionaries 
or  social  workers,  any  more  than 
we  can  all  be  farmers  or  bankers. 
But  to  say  that  we  can  not,  does 
not  mean  that  we  cannot  engage 
in  other  vocations  and  still  be 
Christian.  If  an  individual  has 
truly  been  converted  to  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  mat- 
ters not  what  his  vocation  may 
be,  so  long  as  it  contributes  to 
human  welfare  and  does  not  in- 
jure the  bodies,  and  contaminate 
the  souls  of  men. 

I  realize  that  there  are  persons 
who  feel  that  the  term  Christian 
lawyer  is  incompatible.  Howev- 
er much  I  disagree  with  this 
viewpoint,  I  do  so  without  being 
critical  of  these  individuals.  I 
do  feel,  however,  that  those  who 
hold  to  this  view,  do  so  without 
analyzing  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  legal  profession. 


Lawyers  like  other  professional 
people  are  compelled  to  spend 
several  years  of  intensive  study 
before  they  are  able,  or  before 
they  are  permitted,  to  take  the 
state  bar  examination.  Much  of 
this  training  is  on  the  ethics  of 
the  profession.  And  before  any 
applicant  for  admittance  to  the 
practice  of  law  is  licensed,  he 
is  subjected  to  a  very  rigid  scru- 
tiny as  to  his  moral  character. 
And  after  the  tribunal  before 
whom  the  applicant  has  submit- 
ted himself  for  admission  to  the 
bar  is  satisfied  that  his  academic 
and  professional  training  and  his 
moral  character  are  such  that  he 
is  qualified  to  be  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law,  the  applicant  is 
called  upon  to  take  certain  vows: 
to  uphold  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  live 
and  by  which  we  are  guaranteed 
our  freedom  under  God,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  the 
right  to  worship  God. 
There    are   also   persons   who 


Easter  Lilies 

Mrs.  John  D.  Stutzman 
Wauseon,  Ohio 

So  pure  and  white, 
Like  the  heart  of  our  Lord; 
So  meek  and  mild, 
As  the  Master's  word. 

So  celestial  and  bright 
As  his  promise  true; 
Dear  lilies  of  Easter, 
He  is  much  like  you. 

Our  Savior  who  died, 
And  arose  from  the  grave 
Is  sweet  and  beautiful 
Like  the  lilies  he  gave. 

May  rejoicing  and  singing 
And  praise  be  given 
To  the  Easter  lilies 
And  our  Lord  in  heaven. 


feel  that  lawyers  have  no  scru- 
ples against  following  a  course 
of  action  which  they  know  to  be 
wrong,  so  long  as  they  can  ob- 
tain a  fee  for  their  services,  or 
who  have  no  scruples  against 
prosecuting  or  defending  a  per- 
son regardless  of  his  guilt  or  in- 
nocence. I  also  challenge  this 
viewpoint  as  being  erroneous.  I 
do  not  claim  that  the  legal  pro- 
fession is  free  of  shysters  or  per- 
sons lacking  moral  virtues,  and 
neither  can  I  say  that  this  is 
true  of  any  other  profession  or 
vocation.  But  certainly  the  legal 
profession,  or  any  other  profes- 
sion or  vocation,  should  not  be 
judged  by  the  conduct  of  those 
in  it  who  do  not  adhere  to  eth- 
ical standards  of  conduct. 

Whether  we  believe  it  or  not, 
we  are  all  more  or  less  depend- 
ent upon  the  laws  of  our  land, 
which  is  the  culmination  of  cen- 
turies of  effort  on  the  part  of 
man  to  protect  our  God-given 
rights.  If  this  be  true,  is  it  not 
of  paramount  importance  to  us 
as  a  body  of  Christian  believers 
and  to  the  world  that  we  have 
Christian  men  and  women  who 
will  accept  the  challenge  of  the 
profession  whose  duty  it  is  to 
interpret  and  administer  these 
laws  properly,  in  order  that  our 
rights  and  privileges  may  be 
more  fully  protected? 

May  I  say  in  conclusion,  that 
I  do  not  wish  to  leave  the  im- 
pression that  to  adhere  to  certain 
professional  standards  of  con- 
duct, or  to  certain  moral  prin- 
ciples, is  enough.  Jesus  said,  "Be 
ye  followers  of  me,  even  as  I  also 
am  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heav- 
en." To  do  this,  we  must  be  will- 
ing to  sacrifice  our  selfish  desires, 
and  to  measure  our  conduct  by 
the  principles  laid  down  by  him. 
This  comes  through  conversion 
and  regeneration.  If  we  will  do 
this,  if  we  are  really  converted, 
we  will  have  no  trouble  in  de- 
termining the  right  course  to 
pursue  in  whatever  profession  or 
vocation  we  may  be  engaged  in. 
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Growing  Up  With  Christ 

Mrs.  Clarence  Cripe 

Goshen,  Indiana 

PAUL,  a  prisoner  in  Rome, 
wrote  to  the  church  at  Eph- 
esus  about  the  Christ,  whom 
he  calls  the  head  of  the  church: 
"And  his  gifts  were  that  some 
should  be  apostles,  some  proph- 
ets, some  evangelists,  some  pas- 
tors and  teachers,  .  .  .  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  build- 
ing up  the  body  of  Christ,  until 
we  all  attain  to  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  to  mature  manhood, 
to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fullness  of  Christ,  so  that  we 
may  be  no  longer  children, 
tossed  to  and  fro  and  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  doc- 
trine .  .  .  We  are  to  grow  up  in 
every  way  into  him  who  is  the 
head,  into  Christ." 

Growing  with  Christ  is  a  life- 
time process.  It  does  not  end 
when  we  have  attained  our 
growth  in  height  or  when  we 
reach  eighteen  or  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

The  person  of  any  age  who 
unites  with  the  church  does  not 
become  a  perfect  Christian  im- 
mediately. I  was  somewhat  dis- 
appointed to  discover  after  I  was 
baptized  and  saved,  according  to 
my  understanding  of  the  evan- 
gelist's preaching,  that  I  still  had 
the  same  desire  to  sin  that  I  had 
had  before.  Then  my  father  ex- 
plained to  me  that  uniting  with 
the  church  was  only  the  first 
step  in  becoming  a  Christian.  I 
would  have  to  read  my  Bible, 
pray  much  and  try  to  live  each 
day  as  Jesus  lived;  then  even 
after  thirty  or  forty  years  I 
would  not  be  a  perfect  Christian. 
But  if  I  kept  on  following  where 
Jesus  led  me,  I  would  grow  more 
like  him. 

A  self  -  righteous  individual 
will  never  grow  into  a  mature 
Christian.  Jesus'  old  friends  and 
neighbors  and  leaders  in  the  syn- 
agogue at  Nazareth  did  not  grow 
with    Christ.     Neither    did    the 


Pharisees  at  Jerusalem  and  at 
Capernaum  because  of  the  sin  of 
self  -  righteousness.  Though  his 
deeds  of  kindness,  his  messages 
of  love  and  goodwill  amazed 
them,  they  were  not  changed. 
His  messages  fell  like  good  seed 
on  the  beaten  path  among  the 
thorns  and  stones  and  were  lost. 
Instead  of  growing  with  him, 
they  tried  to  push  him  off  the 
cliff;  they  hated  him;  finally  they 
crucified  him. 

Jesus  did  not  choose  twelve 
perfect  individuals  to  start  the 
early  church.  Four  were  rough, 
ignorant  fishermen;  one  a  hated 
tax  collector;  one  a  pessimist 
who  was  sure  that  no  good  per- 
son could  come  out  of  Nazareth; 
one  a  doubter  who  was  slow  to 
believe  the  ways  of  truth;  one 
a  zealot,  a  politician.  He  called 
them  to  follow;  as  they  daily  fol- 
lowed, listened  to  his  words  and 


observed  his  prayer  life  and  kind 
deeds,  they  were  changed  into 
new  beings.  Only  one  out  of  the 
twelve,  Judas,  failed  to  grow 
with  Christ.  I  wonder  what  the 
ratio  is  today  after  nearly  two 
thousand  years  of  witnessing. 
We  can  become  like  Christ  if 
we  follow  in  his  steps.  But  we 
must  know  the  Scriptures  as  he 
knew  them.  We  must  be  famil- 
iar with  his  life  and  teachings, 
with  the  story  of  the  early 
church  and  with  Paul's  writings! 
As  we  make  these  passages  of 
the  Bible  a  part  of  us,  we  will 
grow  spiritually.  Prayer  will 
strengthen  our  faith.  Service 
and  self-denial  because  of  a  gen- 
uine love  for  men  and  God  will 
help  us  to  grow  further  into  ma- 
ture Christians.  As  we  grow  in 
the  likeness  of  Christ,  the  world 
will  say,  "These  people  are 
Christians." 
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A  PASTOR  WRITES  AN  EASTER  LETTER 
TO  HIS  CONGREGATION— 

Dear  Friend:  Easter  is  a  yearly  reminder  that  the  universe  is 
moral,  and  that  over  the  long  stretch  goodness  survives  and 
evil  suffers  defeat.  Easter  emphasizes  God's  mastery  over  life 
and  death.  Thus,  God  assures  every  heart  with  Christ's  victory 
over  the  cross  that  Jesus  lives  and  still  makes  himself  known 
to  those  who  love  him.  This  fact  strengthens  one  for  facing 
every  enemy  of  life,  even  death.  For  there  is  a  valley  through 
which  each  one  must  pass  to  a  land  of  unfading  light  and  of 
unshadowed  day — the  boundaryless  country  of  God  where  the 
sorrows,  handicaps  and  hindrances  to  life  are  lost  in  the  joy  of 
advancing  in  fellowship  with  God. 

We  carry  into  the  beyond  what  we  are  here  and  now, 
which  fits  or  unfits  us  for  life  with  God.  There  are  moments 
when  we  seem  to  stand  within  the  portals  of  that  Beyond  of 
God — where  our  loved  ones  are.  We  are  enveloped  in  a  kind  of 
guieting  peace,  and  sustaining  assurance  that  it  is  well  with 
them,  and  that  sometime  the  veil  of  separation  will  be  rent  and 
we  will  stand  with  them  again. 

Thus  it  was  and  is  with  Christ  and  his  own.  To  them  he 
comes — breathing  upon  them  his  peace.  His  presence  is  real- 
ized in  the  breaking  of  bread,  in  the  hours  of  sorrow,  weariness, 
pain,  loneliness,  and  successful  living.  He  comes  to  those  who 
love  and  yearn  for  him,  flooding  life  with  good,  and  making 
hope  to  sing  in  the  heart.  My  heart  abounds  in  gladness  be- 
cause he  lives  and  has  appeared  to  me  unnumbered  times. 
He  is  always  approachable,  available,  appropriable,  when  we 
meet  the  conditions  of  receptivity  and  response.  His  visitation 
and  touch  upon  life  are  the  blessed  dawn  that  concludes  a 
dark  night.  Through  his  comings  the  ever  new  music  of  God  is 
born  and  kept  alive  in  our  souls.  He  lives  and  makes  himself 
known  redeemingly  to  those  who  love  and  desire  him,  even 

now-  Sincerely, 


Glen  Weimer 
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Thinking  About  the  Brethren 
John  B.  White 

Fieldman,   Nashville,   Tennessee 

No  man  who  works  with  people 
should  ever  be  a  prophet  of  doom 
but  he  should  always  face  reality. 
This  writer  refuses  to  believe  that 
the  world  or  the  church  is  coasting 
to  ruin.  The  plain  teachings  and 
implications  of  God's  Word  are  that 
righteousness  and  truth  shall  prevail 
over  error.  A  church  which  is  Chris- 
tian cannot  fail  in  a  time  of  crisis. 
Crises  simply  mean  opportunity,  new 
courage,  new  hope,  new  life.  That 
is,  or  seems  to  be,  God's  way  of 
saving  man.  Herein  lies  the  heart 
of  the  New  Testament  message  on 
the  second  coming  of  our  Lord.  He 
comes  again  and  again  to  those  who 
humbly  seek  his  leading. 

As  I  have  moved  among  the 
churches  it  has  been  my  hope  and 
prayer  that  together  we  may  learn 
anew  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith 
on  all  fronts.  This  we  cannot  do 
unless  we  are  closely  allied  to  the 
Christ  and  to  one  another.  We  can- 
not hope  for  full  agreement,  but  if 
we  are  really  Christian  we  will  al- 
ways exalt  holy  living  above  divisive 
religious  propaganda. 

It  makes  a  difference  what  we  read 
or  hear  and  how  we  read  or  hear. 
No  man  or  group  of  men  has  ever 
grasped  all  the  Christian  message.  I 
find  church  members  with  closed 
minds  and  hearts.  Such  people  often 
pose  as  God's  sole  and  infallible 
representatives  in  a  given  situation. 
To  me  Brethrenism  has  always  car- 
ried with  it  the  implication  of  open 
minds,  hearts,  and  souls  for  new  and 
living  truth. 

Over  the  centuries  there  have 
been  important  matters  which  have 
rent  the  church  but  in  my  opinion  no 
very  important  issue  has  ever  di- 
vided Brethren.  On  the  important 
things  we  are  usually  in  agreement. 
Often  we  have  made  mountains  out 
of  mole  hills.  Our  great  need  at  this 
point  is  common  and  dependable 
knowledge  plus  a  willingness  to  seek 
after  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Je- 
sus. Without  these  there  can  be 
no  healthy  Christian  growth. 

As  I  move  among  Brethren  people 
I  find  some  discouraged  because  an 
old  order  is  passing.  Some  are  im- 
patient because  it  passes  so  slowly. 
Some  have  never  discovered  the 
nature  of  true  Brethrenism  and  now 
seek  other  and  strange  gods.  Then 
there  is  a  group  of  good  people  who 
are  satisfied  to  preserve  the  status 
quo  (as  though  it  can  be  done).  Last 
and  most  important,  there  are  those 
who  have  a  great,  living,  expanding, 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Our  son  wants  to  be  a  doctor. 
Earlier,  he  thought  of  the  ministry. 
He  is  eighteen  now,  and  ready  to 
go  to  college.  He  is  uncertain  wheth- 
er he  will  have  the  ability  or  the 
patience  or  the  funds  to  see  it 
through.    What  would   you   advise? 

Anxious    Parents. 
Dear  Friends, 

The  choice  of  a  vocation  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  important  of 
life's  decisions.  Often  young  people 
stumble  into  something  because  an 
opening  presents  itself.  Since  your 
son  seems  uncertain  about  what  he 
wants  to  do  he  could  take  one  of  the 
many  psychological  tests  available  to 
determine  the  profession  or  work 
for  which  he  is  best  fitted  (e.g.  The 
Kuder  Interest  Finder,  or  the  more 
extensive  battery  of  tests  offered  by 
professional  testing  bureaus  such  as 
the  Jewish  Vocational  Service).  The 
high  school  principal  could  advise 
where  such  tests  may  be  taken.  Such 
a  test  is  not  a  guarantee,  but  it  is  a 
highly  effective  common  sense  an- 
alysis  of  one's   abilities. 


Preparation  for  a  vocation — es- 
pecially a  highly  skilled  profession — 
will  take  a  long  time.  Granting  that 
your  son  has  the  ability  for  either 
the  ministry  or  medicine,  he  will 
need  a  persistence  which  requires  an 
act  of  will  if  he  is  to  become  fully 
trained  for  his  work.  Virtually  all 
things  are  possible  to  those  who  be- 
lieve they  are.  When  your  son  has 
definitely  determined  what  he  wants 
to  do  he  must  "do  it  with  all  his 
might."  Only  he  can  answer  by  pro- 
viding the  "plus"  necessary  to  see  it 
through. 

You  asked  about  money.  The 
financial  needs  in  the  field  of  medi- 
cine and  the  ministry  seem  formid- 
able. Do  not  let  the  total  frighten 
you,  nor  attempt  to  guarantee  a  suf- 
ficiency of  funds  for  all  training  be- 
fore any  training  begins.  Funds 
seem  to  have  a  way  of  coming  to 
real  students  who  prepare  devotedly 
for  their  life's  work.  Also,  there  are 
work  opportunities  by  which  the 
student  applies  his  training  as  he 
earns  his  way. 

Your  Counselor. 


working  faith.  To  those  a  full  and 
comprehensive  statement  of  faith 
made  today  would  not  be  appropri- 
ate tomorrow.  To  them  the  implica- 
tions of  the  lordship  of  Christ  are 
beyond  their  dreams. 

Brethrenism  has  always  said  to 
me  that  God  makes  one  demand  of 
us — right  living.  The  love  of  God 
expressed  in  Christ  can  make  no 
m'ore  far-reaching  demand.  All  our 
faith,  our  hope  and  our  love  should 
focus  on  this  central  theme  song. 
But  there  are  still  those  among  us 
who  would  devote  so  much  time  to 
the  mystery  of  our  faitn  that  they 
have  no  time  or  place  to  speak  of 
its  essence.  We  labor  to  make  Breth- 
renism practical,  workable  and  reai 
sonable  or  we  labor  in  vain.  The 
greater  the  crisis  the  greater  the  de- 
mands on  our  faith  in  a  righteous 
God  of  love. 

I  regret  that  we  have  churches 
apparently  quite  willing  just  to  live. 
But  the  church  should  be  the  whole 
church  all  the  time,  alert,  forgiving, 
praying,  giving  out  to  others  and  re- 
ceiving unto  itself  the  spirit  of  the 
Master.  The  church  is  never  against 
people  personally,  but  kindly  and 
with  understanding  against  error, 
and  championing  vital  spiritual  truth. 
Many  of  our  churches  need  to  have 


the  old  foundation,  Jesus  Christ, 
raised  up  and  made  beautifully  sim- 
ple, so  that  we  can  forget  personal 
differences  unrelated  to  that  for 
which  we  stand  or  should  stand.  If 
the  present-day  church  does  not  pro- 
mote world  peace,  community  peace, 
family  peace,  better  and  more  holy 
living  in  all  areas  of  life,  we  need 
to  examine  the  articles  of  our 
present  faith. 

The  church  is  a  servant  and  a 
teacher,  not  a  dictator.  It  must 
persuade  men  rather  than  attempt 
to  regiment  them  in  both  faith  and 
practice.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
emphatically  that  here  has  been  a 
weak  spot  in  our  policy.  We  now 
know  that  regimentation  was  bad 
and  for  the  most  part  have  discarded 
it.  We  are  slow  to  learn  the  art  of 
gently  leading.  It  involves  the  en- 
tire art  of  living,  loving,  being. 
Leading  people  aright  is  the  begin- 
ning and  the  end  of  redemption.  It 
is  God  in  man  reconciling  us  to  him- 
self. We  are  partners  with  him  in 
the  plan  of  salvation.  We  need  to 
know  more  about  our  part,  knowing 
that  God  can  be  depended  upon  for 
his  share.  We  need  most  of  all  a 
deepening  of  our  spiritual  life. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Ralph  Schrock,  pastor  of  the  Flint  church, 
Mich.,  will  represent  that  church  at  the  Annual 
Conference. 

The  delegates  from  Southern  Indiana  to  the  Grand 
Rapids  Standing  Committee  will  be  Carl  Hilbert  and 
E.  S.  McCullough. 

S.  W.  Longnecker,  R.  A.  Sherman  and  C.  C.  Cripe 
will  represent  Northern  Indiana  on  the  Grand  Rapids 
Standing  Committee. 

Floyd  Crist  has  been  chosen  to  represent  Northwest- 
ern Kansas  on  the  1950  Standing  Committee.  J.  Wilburn 
Lewallen  is  the  alternate. 

S.  W.  Burkhari,  charter  member  of  the  Cando  con- 
gregation at  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  passed  away  on  March  10. 
An  obituary  will  appear  later. 

Southern  Virginia  is  sending  Rufus  McDannel,  G.  L. 
Bowman  and  David  B.  Wampler  as  its  representatives 
on  the  1950  Standing  Committee. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Wolford  of  Ligonier,  Pa.,  writes,  "This 
year  will  mean  fifty  years  for  us  of  uninterrupted  read- 
ing of  our  church  paper,  the  Gospel  Messenger." 

A  sister  from  near  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  writes  to  sug- 
gest that  we  should  be  more  friendly  in  our  churches.  She 
believes  that  the  Brethren  are  losing  some  of  their 
earlier  fellowship  and  would  like  to  see  it  restored. 

The  delegates  to  the  1950  Standing  Committee  from 
Southern  Pennsylvania  are  O.  J.  Hassinger,  S.  C.  God- 
frey and  J.  M.  Danner.  The  alternates  are  George  L. 
Detweiler,  B.  N.  King  and  J.  M.  Baugher. 

Myron  C.  Taylor,  the  President's  representative  to  the 
Vatican,  has  resigned.  There  was  much  protest  against 
him  and  against  this  office  for  many  years.  Whether 
or  not  the  President  will  appoint  a  new  representative 
is  not  yet  certain. 

The  District  of  Southern  California,  in  an  effort  to 
improve  its  district  meeting  programs,  circulated  a 
questionnaire  asking  for  suggestions  concerning  speak- 
ers, topics,  the  use  of  lay  men  and  women,  youth  on 
the  program  and  so  on. 

Robert  L.  Sink  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  has  been  writing  to 
some  of  the  magazines  which  accept  large  advertise- 
ments from  licensed  beverage  industries.  He  is  protest- 
ing their  unethical  advertising  of  the  necessity  of  beer 
to  the  good  life. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  address 
the  Phoenixville,  Pa.,  Rotary  Club  at  noon  on  April  10; 
in  the  evening  he  will  speak  at  the  New  Fairview 
church,  Pa.  From  there  he  will  go  south  to  the  district 
conference  of  Northern  Virginia,  which  will  be  held  at 
the  Pleasant  View  church,  April  14  and  15.  On  Sunday, 
April  16,  he  will  be  at  the  Mill  Creek  church  for  the 
11:00  a.m.  service,  at  Weyers  Cave  in  the  afternoon  and 
at  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  Harrisonburg,  in  the 
evening. 
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Hopewell  church,  Va.,  is  broadcasting  its  Sunday 
morning  service  each  Sunday  in  April.  The  time  is 
11:00  a.m.  and  the  station  is  WHAP  (1340).  Those  living 
in  eastern  and  southeastern  Virginia  will  be  able  to  get 
these  broadcasts. 

A  suggestion  from  Mrs.  Joe  Wheat  of  North  Bend, 
Oregon,  is  that  the  local  churches  of  the  Brotherhood 
should  be  listed  in  the  phone  book  of  their  city  or  area 
so  that  people  who  might  be  in  those  areas  can  go  to  a 
Brethren  church  on  Sunday. 

Julia  Graydon  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  long-time  contrib- 
utor to  the  Gospel  Messenger,  broke  her  arm  as  the 
result  of  a  fall  in  December.  After  a  period  in  the 
hospital,  she  is  now  in  a  convalescent  home  at  238  S. 
Thirteenth  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Homer  Caskey  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  writes  to  bis 
people,  "The  Gospel  Messenger  is  a  weekly  magazine 
full  of  fine  Christian  news  concerning  the  church  and 
its  big  family  of  missionaries  and  workers.  No  family 
in  our  congregation  should  be  without  it.  Join  the  club 
now." 

Brother  and  Sister  David  Webster  of  the  Monte  Vista 
church,  Va.,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Lloyd  Duncanson  of 
the  Guthrie  church,  Minn.,  have  been  licensed  to  the 
ministry  recently,  we  are  informed.  No  doubt  there 
are  others  in  the  Brotherhood  of  whom  we  have  not 
heard. 

The  West  Milton  church  in  Ohio  celebrated  its  fifti- 
eth anniversary  on  Feb.  26.  Several  former  pastors  were 
present  and  more  than  a  dozen  charter  members  like- 
wise were  there.  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg,  Pa., 
brought  the  message.  A  very  full  day  was  enjoyed 
by  all. 

DeWitt  L.  Miller,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Washington, 
D.C.,  testified  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  genocide. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  this  bill  would  pass  Con- 
gress, and  assured  them  it  fit  into  the  belief  and  pattern 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  other  Christian 
churches. 

J.  C.  Mitchell  of  Clay  City,  Ind.,  writes  to  say  that  he 
is  ninety-three  and  one-half  years  old,  and  that  he  has 
been  a  constant  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  He 
says  he  believes  it  is  the  best  religious  magazine  in 
America.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  they  enjoy  the 
Messenger  together. 

Various  revivals  are  springing  up  in  the  cities  across 
the  United  States  and  reaching  a  peak  in  evangelism 
which  surpasses  anything  in  recent  years.  Philadelphia, 
Los  Angeles,  Boston  and  other  cities  have  experienced 
such  revivals.  Martha  H.  Keller,  pastor  at  Worthington, 
Minn.,  writes  to  point  out  that  this  is  a  sign  of  hope. 

Eight  hundred  fifty-eight  people  have  been  brought 
by  the  Brethren  service  from  Europe  and  located  in 
American  cities  and  churches  as  DP's  since  Sept.  1,  1949. 
Two  hundred  more  families  are  arriving  and  need  as- 
surances and  locations.  We  pledged  ourselves  at  Annual 
Conference  to  locate  1,000  families.  Let  us  keep  sending 
assurances  to  the  Service  Center,  New  Windsor. 


THEME  FOR  1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


A  new  bridge  spanning  the  Kennebec  River  has  been 
provided  with  a  book  for  names  of  churchgoers.  Those 
who  cross  the  river  going  to  or  from  church  are  allowed 
to  cross  toll  free. 

Ellisforde  church.  Wash.,  will  dedicate  the  education- 
al unit  of  their  church  plant  on  Sunday,  April  9.  The 
original  structure  had  been  entirely  destroyed  by  fire 
in  January  1949.  I.  V.  Funderburgh,  regional  executive 
secretary,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  S.  Loren  Bowman 
of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  will  hold  nightly  services  in  the 
week  following  Easter.  Miles  Blickenstaff  is  pastor  of 
the  congregation. 

Ray  M.  Pelersime  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  prominent 
layman  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  was  given  a 
signal  honor  at  the  meeting  of  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  at  Columbus  recently.  He  was 
elected  to  be  the  national  chairman  of  the  laymen's 
section  of  the  ICRE.  This  organization  comprises  thirty- 
nine  denominations.  Bro.  Petersime  has  been  very  ac- 
tive in  lay  activities  such  as  heifer,  egg  and  general 
relief  shipments  to  needy  peoples.  He  is  now  bringing 
a  great  number  of  DP's  to  this  country  and  holds  the 
national  championship  for  the  number  of  assurances 
given. 

The  La  Verne  College  chapel  choir  and  the  Melodi- 
aires,  popular  La  Verne  College  male  quartet,  will  give 
a  thirty-minute  broadcast  over  stations  of  the  western 
division  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  Sunday, 
April  16,  9:30  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  (Pacific  Standard  Time). 
Brethren  living  near  NBC  stations  in  the  Pacific  and 
Rocky  Mountain  areas  are  urged  to  contact  or  write 
their  local  NBC  stations,  urging  them  to  carry  the  net- 
work program  at  that  hour.  Stations  from  KOA  Denver 
and  westward  are  being  given  the  network  program. 
NBC  has  given  La  Verne  this  program  space  in  co- 
operation with  the  coming  of  National  Christian  College 
Day,  April  23. 

Elizabethtown  College 

Henry  van  Dyke's  The  House  of  Rimmon  will  be  pre- 
sented on  April  14  and  15  by  the  faculty  and  students 
as  a  benefit  performance  for  the  new  library  furniture 
fund.  Patron  subscriptions  sent  in  advance  will  serve 
as  admission  to  the  play,  an  Old  Testament  story  in 
which  the  Prophet  Elisha  —  A.  C.  Baugher  —  triumphs 
over  the  idol  Rimmon.  R.  W.  Schlosser  is  directing  the 
production. 

The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  choir  sang  before  an  audi- 
ence of  1,000  in  the  college  auditorium  on  March  11, 
when  Nelson  Huffman  of  Bridgewater  College  served 
as  guest  conductor  for  the  voices  from  twenty-one 
churches.  Prof.  E.  G.  Meyer  served  as  chairman  of  the 
district  commission  on  music  and  worship  planning  for 
the  concert. 

Miss  Martha  Martin,  instructor  in  Bible,  won  another 
poetry  award.  Her  poem,  Mother's  Light,  will  appear  in 
the  1950  National  Poetry  Anthology.  Miss  Martin's 
sonnet,  The  House  of  the  Lord,  included  in  the  1949 
anthology  will  appear  this  year  in  the  Poetry  Digest 
Annual  Anthology  of  Verse  with  a  photograph  and  short 
biographical  sketch. 

Dr.  Peter  L.  Agnew,  assistant  dean  of  the  school  of 
education,  New  York  University,  was  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  third  seminar  conducted  by  the  Harris- 


burg,  Lancaster  and  York  chapters  of  the  National 
Office  Management  Association  and  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege. The  conference  met  on  March  25  and  was  attended 
by  high  school  business  teachers  from  a  seven-county 
area. 

Four  students,  Patricia  Boggs,  Benjamin  Ebersole, 
Hartmut  von  Hentig  and  Armon  Snowden,  are  repre- 
senting Ecuador  at  the  model  United  Nations  Assembly 
meeting  at  City  College  of  New  York,  April  10-12. 

Dean  H.  G.  Bucher  announces  the  summer  class 
schedules  as  follows:  intersession,  May  30  to  June  17; 
summer  session,  June  19  to  July  29;  post  session,  July 
31  to  Aug.  19. 

The  forty-eighth  commencement  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  May  29,  at  10  a.m.  A  class  of  110  will  be 
graduated. 

Dr.  Nevin  Harner  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Seminary,  Lancaster,  will  be  the  speaker  at  the  alumni 
banquet  to  be  held  on  May  27  at  6  p.m. 

In  the  annual  forensic  tournament  of  debating  associ- 
ations of  Pennsylvania  Colleges  held  at  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  Elizabethtown  College  placed  fourteenth 
in  a  field  of  twenty-seven  contesting  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. Two  seniors  made  the  final  speaking  contests. 
Clyde  Weaver  placed  fourth  with  his  oration,  Pacifism, 
an  Approach  to  Peace.  For  his  extemporaneous  discus- 
sion on  Should  the  U.  N.  recognize  communist  China? 
Warren  Kissinger  placed  sixth. 

The  college  community  chorus  of  ninety  voices  under 
the  direction  of  Prof.  David  Albright  will  present  the 
oratorio,  The  Holy  City,  by  A.  R.  Gaul  in  the  auditorium 
on  April  28  at  8  p.m. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  in  the  Elizabethtown 
church,  Pa.,  April  16-23. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Glendale  church,  Md., 
April  23-30. 

Bro.  Howard  A.  Whilacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  in  the  Koontz 
church.  Pa.,  April  10-23;  in  the  Oak  Grove  church,  Md.,  May  15-28. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Spring- 
field church,  Pa.,  April  9-16. 

Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  in  the  Westernport 
church,  Md.,  April  17-30. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Liberty  church,  111. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Schoolfield  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  in  the  Barnum  church,  Minn. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Hanover  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Jennersville  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Five  received  by  letter  in  the  Nocona  church,  Texas. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church,  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  two  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Newport  News 
church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Lancaster 
church,  Pa. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  three  reconsecrated  in  the  Nanty  Glo 
church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Waynesboro 
church,  Pa. 

Four  received  by  letter  and  two  by  former  baptism  in  the 
Upper  Fall  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  9 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Power  of  the  Resurrection  (Easter). 
— 1  Cor.  15;  Luke  24:  1-12.  Memory  Selection:  Thanks  be  to  God, 
who  gives  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  1  Cor. 
15:  57  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  April,  New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age. 
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9  'leacU  Alepia  MpuLhU 


Calvin  Tooker,  Empire,  Calif.,  is 
spending  his  year  of  volunteer  serv- 
ice as  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Prentiss  Normal  and  Industrial  In- 
stitute, an  all-Negro  school.  His  arti- 
cle presents  a  picture  of  the  many 
barriers  Negro  students  must  over- 
come in  acquiring  an  education  in 
the  South. 

LIFE  in  the  South  can  be  almost 
anything  that  one  will  make  of 
it.  For  a  person  who  was  born 
in  the  North  and  reared  in  the  West, 
the  experience  of  living  in  the  South 
is  one  that  can  never  be  forgotten. 
In  the  first  place,  the  race  situation 
is  thrust  upon  him,  and  there  is  no 
way  to  keep  from  noticing  and 
thinking  about  it.  That  is  probably 
because  the  ideas  and  attitudes  under 
which  he  was  educated  have  been 
quite  different.  I  have  often  been 
told,  "There  is  no  race  problem  in 
the  South."  This  is  probably  true 
from  the  standpoint  of  one  who  was 
born  here  with  the  good  fortune  of 
having  a  Caucasian  complexion,  for 
to  such  people  the  present  status  of 
the  white  people  is  one  which  has 
existed  virtually  since  there  has 
been  an  America. 

Although  I  heartily  disagree  with 
the  station  allotted  to  the  Negro,  I 
have  no  right  to  condemn  those  who 
feel  that  it  is  a  necessity.  The  idea 
of  social  inequality  and  the  attitude 
of  denying  political  opportunities  for 
a  certain  portion  of  the  population 
are  something  which  is  inbred  in  a 
person  who  has  grown  up  in  the  deep 
South,  and  the  ideas  which  are  given 
to  us  as  a  part  of  our  nature  surely 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a  de- 
liberate attempt  to  perpetuate  some- 
thing considered  evil  by  an  outsider. 
Thus,  it  behooves  someone  who 
comes  from  the  outside  to  try  to  un- 
derstand the  reason  for  the  present 
racial  segregation  which  is  a  part 
of  the  way  of  life  in  this  portion  of 
our  vast  country. 


Calvin  Tooker 

Prentiss,  Mississippi 


In  addition  to  studying  the  basis 
for  segregation  in  the  South,  it  also 
behooves  us  to  take  inventory  of 
ourselves.  We  often  think  of  racial 
prejudice  as  something  peculiar  to 
the  South;  but  in  all  parts  of  this 
country  we  find  dislike  of  Jews, 
Chinese,  Japanese,  Mexicans  and 
Negroes.  Even  among  Brethren  I 
have  noticed  that  there  is  a  dislike 
or  mistrust  for  all  or  some  of  these 
racial  groups.  And  don't  think  that 
the  truth  of  this  national  feeling  of 
superiority  is  not  thrown  up  to  a 
person  who  is  working  for  better 
racial  relationships  here  in  the 
South.  It  is  a  little  more  obvious 
here,  but  it  is  not  much  more  vicious 
and  surely  not  more  evil. 

Unless  I  had  experienced  it  my- 
self, I  would  scarcely  have  believed 
that  in  the  United  States  in  the 
twentieth   century   there   is   a   large 


portion  of  our  population  not  en- 
joying the  opportunities  of  a  good, 
sound  education.  In  my  classes  at 
Prentiss  Institute,  an  all-Negro 
school,  I  have  found  many  students 
who  can  scarcely  read,  and  an  even 
larger  portion  who  are  unable  to 
express  themselves  in  good  English. 
The  spelling  and  the  sentence  con- 
struction that  I  am  encountering  is 
atrocious  and  is  so  generally  preva- 
lent that  it  cannot  be  attributed  to 
lack  of  mental  abilities.  My  students 
simply  have  not  been  given  the  prop- 
er rudiments  of  education  in  the 
public  schools;  their  teachers  are  so 
underpaid  that  well-educated  people 
are  not  enticed  to  teach  in  the  public 
schools.  To  meet  this  problem  of 
giving  my  students  some  tools  with 
which  to  seek  a  better  education  is 
to  me  a  thrilling  challenge.  Even  if 
I  do  not  impart  any  real  knowledge 
to  them,  I  earnestly  hope  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  give  them  some  instru- 
ments that  will  aid  them  if  they 
try    to    further    their    education    in 
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The  faculty  of  Prentiss  Normal  and  Industrial  Institute,  Prentiss.  Miss.,  is  shown  above. 

Calvin  Tooker.  a  volunteer  from  Empire.  Calif.,  (second  from  the  left  in  the  second  row), 

is  the  only  full-time  white   member  of  the  faculty 


some  other  institution  or  privately. 

The  school  in  which  I  am  teaching 
is  the  only  high  school  for  Negroes 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  It  receives 
some  public  support  but  is  de- 
pendent upon  private  donations  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  work  that 
needs  to  be  accomplished.  Teaching 
high  school  students  is  a  great  under- 
taking for  any  institution,  but  when 
it  is  necessary  to  teach  the  very  rudi- 
ments of  education  along  with  it,  the 
task  is  truly  Gargantuan. 

In  only  a  very  few  of  the  class- 
rooms do  we  have  desks;  the 
students  use  chairs  and  write  on 
their  laps  for  the  most  part.  We  do 
not  even  have  enough  funds  to  put 
in  an  adequate  heating  system;  as  of 
now  we  are  using  wood  stoves  that 
do  not  really  keep  the  rooms  as 
warm  as  they  should  be.  The  library- 
is  quite  meager,  and  until  this  fall 
the  books  were  not  in  any  sort  of 
order.  It  was  virtually  impossible  to 
find  the  books  one  desired  and 
needed.  It  came  as  quite  a  shock 
to  me  when  one  of  the  students  told 
me  that  the  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  the  library  (and  we  haven't 
accomplished  more  than  the  most 
rudimentary  changes)  have  brought 
about  quite  an  adjustment  on  the 
part  of  the  students.  To  be  able  to 
locate  books  and  to  be  compelled 
to  check  out  books,  and  especially 
"reserved"  books  for  only  one  hour, 
has  caused  adjustments  by  the 
students  which  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved necessary  for  high  school  or 
junior  college  students.  The  faculty 
is  well-educated  and  is  familiar  with 
what  a  good  library  is,  but  owing  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  so  much  to  be 
done,  has  been  unable  to  make  the 
Prentiss  Institute  library  what  it 
should  be. 

I  have  been  almost  stunned  at  the 
revelation  of  some  of  the  barriers  my 
students  have  to  overcome.  I  was 
told  by  one  of  my  students  that  at 
the  first  part  of  the  year  there  was 
quite  a  bit  of  discussion  as  to  wheth- 
er or  not  they  were  going  to  like 
having  a  "white"  instructor.  In  this 
community  this  is  quite  an  innova- 
tion and  a  new  venture,  both  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  white  and 
Negro  population.  But  the  students 
in  the  classroom  are  the  ones  who 
have  been  compelled  to  make  the 
greatest  adjustment  in  this  regard. 
In  the  second  place,  many  of  them 
ride  the  bus  for  as  far  as  twenty 
miles  one  way.  One  of  my  best 
students  told  me  that  by  the  time 
he  rode  the  bus  twenty  miles  it  was 
dark  when  he  got  home.  Then  he 
had  to  do  chores  and  what  time  was 
left  he  studied.    In  addition  to  this, 


many  of  the  homes  are  not  really 
conducive  to  education,  for  the 
parents  have  no  education  or  so 
very  little  that  they  can  be  of  no 
help  to  their  children.  That  is  not 
true  of  all  of  the  homes  but  of  a 
substantial  portion  of  them.  At 
school  we  do  not  have  enough  books 
to  go  all  the  way  around,  so  many 
of  my  students  are  unable  to  prepare 
lessons  ahead  of  class  time  even 
when  the  desire  is  there.  The  state 
has  "run  out  of  funds"  and  there- 
fore it  is  impossible  for  us  to  get 
enough  new  books  to  meet  our  needs. 
Truly,  the  needs'  which  I  see  all 
about  me  and  the  challenges  which 
confront  me  at  every  turn  constitute 
the  most  thrilling  experience  of  my 
life.  Nothing  can  be  of  greater  satis- 
faction than  to  know  a  person  is 
contributing  something  where  the 
need  is  great.  Surely  God  has  or- 
dained this  fact  and  made  it  one  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  his  great 
universe.  The  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren could  never  have  done  a  greater 
social  service  to  the  world  than  by 
creating  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission and  making  it  possible  for 
people  to  serve  those  in  need. 

Notes  .  .  . 

Two  volunteers  from  the  Septem- 
ber 1949  unit  at  New  Windsor,  Mar- 
jorie  Little  and  Ivadel  Snavely,  and 
Joe  Dell  and  his  recent  bride  Helen 
Metzler  sailed  on  the  S.  S.  Washing- 
ton from  New  York  on  Jan.  27  for 
Germany.  Marjorie  and  Ivadel  have 
joined  the  volunteer  service  unit  at 
Kassel.  Joe  Dell  worked  in  the  New 
Windsor  office  for  sixteen  months 
and  has  taken  over  John  Eberly's 
job  as  heifer  project  representative 
in  western  Germany.  John  returned 
to  this  country  in  December  and  is 
working  for  the  Heifer  Project  Com- 
mittee at  New  Windsor. 

The  Dec.  2  issue  of  the  Covenant 
Weekly,  a  publication  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Mission  Covenant  Church  in 
America,  makes  the  following  state- 
ment in  an  article  telling  about  our 
German  high  school  student  project: 

We  are  amazed  at  the  Christian 
love  and  charity  shown  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Their  ex- 
pression of  love  disturbs  us  because 
of  our  weak  efforts  to  alleviate  suf- 
fering among  our  brethren  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  been  sending  shiploads  of  food, 
clothing  and  heifers  ever  since  the 
war  ceased. 

A  pastor  writes  of  how  the  state- 
ment, "A  little  child  shall  lead 
them,"  has  added  meaning  when  said 
in  a  slightly  different  way,  "A  young 
lady  shall  lead  them."    In  telling  of 


How  Europe  Regards 

Brethren   Volunteer 

Workers 

Jan  Mirejovsky,  who  is  one  of  the 
youth  secretaries  of  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  and  who  visited  New 
Windsor  during  October,  wrote  these 
impressions  of  our  volunteer  service 
project  in  an  article,  Glimpses  of 
America,  for  the  November  1949 
News  Sheet. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is 
developing  an  interesting  scheme. 
Here  again  it  was  suggested  by  the 
young  people  and  seems  to  promise 
good  results.  They  call  it  Brethren 
Volunteer  Service  program.  The 
church  gives  a  special  two  months' 
training  to  a  group  of  about  100 
young  volunteers  in  a  year.  There- 
after they  are  sent  for  ten  months  to 
serve  in  hospitals  (very  often  mental 
hospitals),  in  the  camps  of  migrant 
workers,  in  the  inner  mission  work, 
in  relief  work  in  Europe  or  Asia,  in 
the  remote  areas  where  they  help 
the  pastors  and  teachers,  in  the 
slums  (Chicago),  etc.  The  church 
cares  for  the  travel,  board  and 
lodging  of  the  workers  and  pays 
them  only  $7.50  per  month  to  meet 
their  personal  expenses. 

The  number  of  volunteers  is  grow- 
ing, and  it  is  regarded  as  possible 
that  in  the  years  to  come  each  of  the 
1000  parishes  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  will  provide  one  volunteer 
who  would  serve  for  one  year  in  the 
field.  Thus  each  congregation  will  be 
directly  linked  to  and  personally  in- 
terested in  the  evangelistic,  mis- 
sionary, social  and  relief  work  done 
by  the  church  in  America,  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  which  of  course,  is 
not  only  fine,  but  important  and 
might  have  very  favorable  effects  on 
the   vitality   of   congregations. 


how  the  life  of  a  young  volunteer 
has  led  her  parents  to  revitalize  their 
church  relationship,  he  writes:  "This 
is  but  another  way  of  saying  that  the 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  for  our 
youth  is  paying  big  dividends.  Praise 
God  for  our  young  people.  As  they 
give  with  their  time,  possessions  and 
life,  so  may  we  older  folks  match 
that  devotion." 

The  dates  for  the  Fresno,  Calif., 
work  camp  were  erroneously  given 
in  the  March  18  Messenger  and 
should  be  June  9  to  July  16.  The 
students-in-industry  project,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  commences  June  5. 
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RECENT  news  releases  in  the 
papers  have  carried  the  in- 
formation that  gold  has  again 
been  discovered  in  Alaska.  Pros- 
pectors, merchants  and  persons  of  all 
walks  of  life  have  rushed  to  the 
scene. 

If  a  news  release  announced  to 
the  churches  that  there  was  a  gold 
mine  to  be  discovered  by  them  in  the 
summer,  what  would  happen?  Such 
is  the  case,  for  the  vacation  church 
school  is  a  veritable  gold  mine  in  the 
summer.  A  gold  mine  gives  to  those 
who  explore  and  work  it  a  rich 
treasure  in  precious  metal.  The 
vacation  church  school  offers  to  the 
church  which  explores  and  works  it 
a  rich  treasure  more  precious  than 
golden  metal.  It  is  the  treasure  of 
human  life,  of  boys  and  girls  grow- 
ing in  religious  concepts,  develop- 
ing Christian  attitudes  and  skills  in 
Christian  living. 
Prospecting 

What  is  to  be  found  in  this  summer 
gold  mine? 

The  consecutive  and  longer  time 
of  two  to  three  hours  each  day  for 
two  to  five  weeks  provides  opportu- 
nities for  co-operative  planning,  and 
for  carrying  through  and  evaluating 
study,  activities  and  experiences. 
Teachers  as  guides,  and  children  as 
participants,  in  all  planning  and 
work  make  a  vital  teaching  situation. 

Teachers  find  real  joy  in  guiding 
children  through  units  of  study  in 
the  vacation  church  school,  for  there 
is  time  enough  to  worship,  study, 
play  and  work  together  in  a  leisurely 
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The  treasure:  human  life,  boys 
and  girls  growing  in  religious  con- 
cepts, developing  Christian  atti- 
tudes and  skills  in  Christian  living 

yet  constructive  and  creative  way. 
The  vacation  church  school  answers 
the  plea  of  the  teacher  who  says,  "If 
I  only  had  time  to  plan  and  do  some 
of  the  interesting  activities  with  the 
children!" 

Because  there  is  consecutive  and 
ample  time  for  unhurried  work,  the 
children  develop  a  sense  of  security, 
and  have  opportunities  to  achieve 
through  worth-while  and  interesting 
activities  and  experiences.  They 
develop  a  sense  of  belonging  to  and 
having  fellowship  with  and  in  a 
group  of  children  and  adults  through 
a  unified  experience  in'  Christian 
living  as  they  worship,  work,  study, 
play  and  carry  through  service  proj- 
ects together.  These  are  vital  for 
character  development. 

Another  value  in  this  summer  gold 
mine  is  the  outreach  of  the  church 
that  is  made  possible.  As  un- 
churched children  are  enlisted,  new 
and  significant  contacts  are  made. 
These  new  children  are  prospects 
for  the  Sunday  church  school. 
Parent  enlistment  through  child  and 
home  contacts  is  a  further  rich  pos- 
sibility. 

The  vacation  church  school  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  to  try  out  in  an 
experimental  way  some  of  the 
methods,  plans  and  activities  which 
have  not  been  tried  before  because 
of  inadequate  time. 

The  opportunities  of  the  vacation 
church  school  challenge  and  train 
many  leaders  who  have  never  before 
taught  for  effective  work  with  boys 
and  girls  and  other  phases  of  church 
work. 

No  church  can  afford  to  ignore  or 


pass  up  the  exploration  of  this  gold 
mine  of  opportunity  and  challenge. 
Two  to  three  hours  each  day  for  two 
to  five  weeks  in  the  vacation  church 
school  is  the  equivalent  of  six 
months  to  a  year  of  teaching  in  the 
Sunday  church  school. 
Staking  the   Claim 

The  vacation  church  school  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  church  program, 
and  not  a  stepchild,  or  a  project 
tacked  on  to  the  other  church  ac- 
tivities. As  such,  it  should  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  board  or  com- 
mittee of  Christian  education.  This 
board  or  committee  may  wish  to  ap- 
point a  vacation  church  school  com- 
mittee to  plan  the  school.  If  so,  this 
committee  will  work  as  a  subcom- 
mittee of  the  board  and  in  full  co- 
operation with  it.  All  that  is  planned 
and  carried  through  will  be  done  in 
harmony  with  and  as  a  part  of  the 
total  church  program. 

The  vacation  church  school  will  be 
placed  in  the  year's  calendar  as  one 
of  the  church  activities.  An  adequate 
amount  of  money  for  administering 
the  school  will  be  included  in  the 
church  budget. 

Specific  planning  for  the  school 
should  begin  at  least  three  months 
in  advance  of  the  opening  of  the 
school  in  order  that  there  will  be 
sufficient  time  for  thorough  prepara- 
tion. 

After  the  dates  and  hours  of  the 
school  have  been  chosen,  the  course 
of  study  to  be  used  must  be  con- 
sidered. Most  vacation  church  school 
texts  have  been  developed  in  a 
series  of  related  subjects.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  a  text  for  each  of  the 


lepartments  —  kindergarten,  pri- 
nary,  junior  and  junior-high — de- 
/eloped  on  the  theme  of  the  church. 
When  this  general  subject  is  selected, 
ill  departments  in  the  school  follow 
;he  same  theme  and  work  in  the 
same  area  of  work.  This  provides 
mity  of  worship,  work  and  activity 
jn  age  levels.  Similarly  there  are 
;eries  of  texts  for  each  department 
ieveloped  on  the  themes  of  the 
Bible,  relationship  to  Jesus,  worship, 
lature,  Christian  living  and  the  like. 
[n  long-range  planning,  the  texts  of 
jne  series  or  related  to  one  theme 
would  be  used  this  year.  Those  of 
mother  series  would  be  used  next 
pear.  An  accurate  record  will  need 
to  be  kept  of  the  course  used  each 
pear  in  order  to  avoid  duplication 
and  provide  well-rounded  guidance 
Eor  the  children. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  will  be 
snlisted  at  an  early  date.  Each  de- 
partment will  need  a  superintendent 
or  supervising  teacher,  a  pianist,  and 
one  helper  for  every  ten  or  twelve 
children.  Regular  church  school 
teachers,  public  school  teachers, 
parents  and  older  young  people  are 
prospective  supervisors,  teachers  and 
assistants  for  the  various  groups. 
The  board  or  committee  of  Chris- 
tian education  should  discover  op- 
portunities in  the  community  for 
training,  such  as  vacation  church 
school  conferences,  institutes,  labora- 
tory schools,  or  training  courses,  and 
enlist  their  faculty  in  these.  If  such 
are  not  available  in  the  community, 
an  experienced  leader  from  another 
church  may  be  invited  to  counsel 
with  the  teachers.  Helpful  books  and 
pamphlets  may  be  secured  from 
denominational  headquarters  for  the 
use  of  the  teachers. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  first 
session  of  the  school  a  dedication 
service  of  the  teachers  is  challenging 
and  effective  in  strengthening  and 
under  girding  the  teachers;  such  a 
service  also  gives  information  to  the 
congregation  concerning  the  school. 
This  may  be  led  by  the  pastor  in  a 
brief  but  impressive  service  at  either 
the  morning  or  evening  worship. 

No  matter  how  fine  the  plans  or 
how  excellent  the  faculty,  disap- 
pointment may  result  unless  a 
thorough  piece  of  promotional  work 
is  planned  and  carried  through.  It  is 
impossible  to  guide  and  help  chil- 
dren unless  they  are  there.  An- 
nouncements in  the  departments  of 
the  church  school,  the  church  bul- 
letin, by  telephone,  radio,  mail, 
handbills,  newspapers,  posters  and 
from  the  pulpit  are  all  effective  in 
publicizing  the  school.  However, 
there  is  no  method  as   effective   as 


that  of  personal  contacts.  A  well- 
organized  and  planned  program  of 
home  visitation  to  invite  the  chil- 
dren, meet  the  parents  and  acquaint 
them  with  the  plan  and  purposes  of 
the  school  will  bring  rich  results. 

Space  and  equipment  will  be 
studied  and  evaluated  in  light  of  the 
needs  of  the  children  and  the  work 
to  be  done.  Classrooms  occupied  by 
adults  on  Sunday  may  be  utilized. 
The  outdoors  may  be  used  for  work 
and  play. 

Tables,  chairs,  piano,  play  space 
and  equipment  are  the  general  items 
of  equipment.  For  younger  children, 
housekeeping  toys,  blocks  and  other 
play  materials  will  be  needed.  Other 
materials  needed  such  as  crayons, 
paints  and  paper  will  depend  upon 
the  activities  related  to  the  study. 
Working   the   Mine 

As  the  leaders  and  committee 
members  work  together  they  will 
need  clear  understanding  of  their 
goals  and  objectives  and  how  to 
achieve  them.  The  goals  and  objec- 
tives will  be  related  to  the  needs  of 
children  and  the  course  of  study 
selected.  The  ways  to  achieve  these 
goals  will  determine  the  type  of 
daily  schedule  and  plan  of  procedure. 

The  vacation  church  school  be- 
comes   a    community    in    Christian 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


For  two  years  many  denomina- 
tions have  been  co-operating  with 
the  Protestant  Film  Commission  in 
the  production  of  three  curriculum 
enrichment  films.  These  are  now 
ready  for  use  by  the  churches. 

BIRTHDAY  PARTY  is  designed  to 
provide  material  on  the  Golden  Rule 
and  its  application  to  everyday  life. 
This  appealing  16mm.  sound  film 
realistically  combines  the  gentleness 
and  unwitting  cruelty  of  children  in 
the  story  of  ten-year-old  Janie,  her 
birthday  party,  her  uninvited  neigh- 
bor and  how  Janie  was  brought  to 
a  maturing  sense  of  her  Christian 
responsibility  toward  others. 

One  adult,  after  seeing  this  film, 
remarked,  "This  film  helped  me  see 
the  cruelties  in  my  own  childish 
ways  during  the  past  two  weeks." 

Running  time  30  minutes.  Rental 
$8.00. 

VISUAL   EDUCATION   SERVICE 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
The  second  film  in  this  series  will 
be  described  next  week. 


living.  Learning  to  live  must  be  ac- 
complished in  those  ways  and  situa- 
tions where  normal  living  is  done. 
Informal  teaching  and  methods 
replace  formal  classroom  procedures. 
Children  are  not  regimented  and 
marched  in  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell. 
There  are  interesting,  purposeful 
things  to  be  done  as  soon  as  the 
child  arrives.  Rather  than  watching 
a  clock  and  moving  from  one  thing 
to  another  because  a  definite  period 
of  time  has  elapsed,  the  experiences 
of  the  morning  progress  from  one  to 
another  in  an  orderly  way  and  in 
accord  with  the  interests  and  abili- 
ties of  the  children,  always  keeping 
in  mind  the  purposes  to  be  fulfilled 
and  skills  to  be  achieved.  Teachers 
become  "child-conscious"  rather  than 
"time-conscious"  leaders.  The  pro- 
gram will  be  flexible  to  meet  emerg- 
ing needs  and  interests. 

Informative  records  that  tell  some- 
thing of  the  child's  previous  experi- 
ences, home,  age,  abilities,  interests 
and  relationships  to  the  church  as 
well  as  give  a  picture  of  his  attend- 
ance will  be  kept.  Records  of  ex- 
pense, courses  of  study,  teachers  and 
teacher  training  will  provide  in- 
formation for  future  planning. 

Assaying  the   Values 

When,  out  of  the  joyous,  worth- 
while experiences  of  the  vacation 
church  school,  the  children  say,  "I 
wish  we  could  have  vacation  church 
school  all  summer,"  "Can't  we  have 
another  school?"  "Do  we  have  to 
stop?"  "Why  can't  we  go  on?"  or  "I 
wish  this  school  would  never  end!" 
then  the  leaders  know  that  all  their 
planning  and  work  has  been  worth 
while. 

In  assaying  the  values  teachers 
will  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully 
ask  such  questions  as  these:  How 
much  have  the  boys  and  girls  grown 
in  skills  in  Christian  living?  What 
Christian  attitudes  have  been  evi- 
denced in  the  daily  experiences? 
How  much  has  their  loyalty  to  the 
church  and  all  for  which  it  stands 
been  demonstrated?  Do  they  act  in 
more  Christlike  ways? 

As  the  teachers  think  through  and 
evaluate  the  experiences  of  the 
school,  definite  plans  should  be  made 
for  conserving  the  results. 

Changes  in  the  lives  of  boys  and 
girls,  in  character,  motives,  attitudes, 
loyalties,  actions,  all  in  accord  with 
the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  God's  purpose  and  plan  for  their 
lives,  these  are  the  treasure  to  be 
found  through  the  vacation  church 
school,  the  summer  gold  mine  of 
the  church. 
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A  Testimony  —  Past  and   Present 


A  VIOLENT  epidemic  of  influ- 
enza had  taken  hold  of  our 
town  and  reached  also  into  our 
school  group.  To  care  for  the  sick 
children  of  the  two  hostels,  one  for 
boys  and  one  for  girls,  our  bungalow 
was  converted  into  a  hospital  —  the 
well  caring  for  the  sick.  When  the 
children  had  almost  recovered,  the 
teachers  and  the  matron,  one  after 
another,  also  fell  victims.  Last  of 
all,  suddenly  my  turn  had  come,  not 
with  influenza  only  but  that  com- 
bined with  pneumonia. 

My  colleagues  used  all  their  re- 
sources but  nothing  would  reduce 
the  extreme  fever.  They  then  took 
me   by   car   to   the  railway  nearly 


Goldie  E.  Swartz 

Vada,   India 


fifty  miles  distant  and  from  there 
another  one  hundred  miles  to  our 
mission  hospital.  There  for  weeks 
the  raging  fever  continued  even 
though  the  very  best  medical  aid 
and  nursing  care  by  my  beloved 
co-workers  was  devotedly  given. 
The  doctors  were  perplexed  as  com- 
plications developed.  cAll  they  could 
diagnose  was  a  general  septicemia. 
For  weeks  there  was  almost  continu- 
ous high  fever  running  up  even  to 
106.  The  suffering  was  so  intense 
that  at  times  it  seemed  I  could  bear 


it  no  longer.  It  was  a  great  comforl 
to  know  that  our  whole  mission  f am 
ily,  together  with  the  little  schoo! 
family  left  behind  at  Vada,  were 
very  earnestly  praying  with  me  foi 
recovery.  At  no  time,  however,  die 
I  have  any  apprehension  that  I  mighl 
not  recover,  although  the  illness  was 
being  very  prolonged. 

One  day  I  found  myself  praying 
that  the  Lord  would  take  me  home 
to  himself,  away  from  the  excruciat 
ing  pain.  The  ensuing  response  was 
quite  the  unexpected.  There  was 
shown  to  me  a  very  wonderful  anc 
impelling  vision.  The  scene  was  thai 
of  coming  to  the  forks  of  a  road 
One  fork  was  the  entrance  into  ar 


Peking,  Tung  Chou 
Dec.  30,   1949 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crumpacker: 

I  am  very,  very  sorry  that  I  did  not 
write  you  for  such  a  long  time.  I  de- 
sired to  write  you,  when  I  received  your 
good  and  encouraging  letter  but  I  did 
not  do  so. 

Here  is  a  picture  of  my  family.  My 
father  and  my  third  girl  are  not  in  it. 
They  are  still  at  Ping  Ting.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  my  father  and  my  third 
girl  to  come  here  and  live  with  us,  but 
I  can  not  get  enough  money  for  them 
all.  My  big  boy,  Chen  Tun,  is  in  Jeffer- 
son Academy.  He  has  only  one  term 
lesson  for  the  senior  middle  school.  I 
do  not  think  I  can  help  him  to  enter  any 
university  or  college. 

My  big  girl.  Yen  Tsung,  is  in  the  second  year  of  senior  middle  school.  My  second  girl,  who 
came  from  LingTing,  is  in  the  Goodrich  girls'  school  here.  I  am  working  in  North  China  Chris- 
tian Rural  Service  Union. 

Would  you  like  to  know  something  about  our  church  at  Shansi?  I  think  if  you  can  know  the 
true  situation  in  which  some  of  your  friends  are  situated,  you  shall  be  very  happy.  More  than 
forty  members  of  our  church  at  Ping  Ting,  have  their  prayer  meeting  every  Sunday.  Show 
Yang's  people,  they  have  called  a  council  and  organized  all  Christians.  They  have  freedom  to  call 
meetings.  More  than  sixty  of  your  friends  are  in  Tai  Yuan.  They  have  meetings  every  Sunday. 
Now  we  have  decided  to  send  a  man  to  Ping  Ting,  to  Show  Yang  and  to  Tai  Yuan  to  see  our 
members.    They  all  are  eager  that  they  have  their  own  church. 

Thanks  for  that  help.  Please  give  my  best  wishes  to  your  son  and  daughter.  Hope  you  have 
a  happy  new  year. 

Sincerely  yours, 

H.  C.  Ku 


xquisitively  beautiful  garden  and  I 
new  instinctively  that  it  led  direct 
o  heaven.  Its  grandeur  and  peace- 
ulness  were  superb  and  satisfying, 
ts  sublimity  was  profound,  beyond 


of  this  picture  refreshed  my  soul. 
On  the  other  road  near  the  forks 
stood  a  large  group  of  children,  such 
as  our  Vada  school  group,  with  out- 
stretched   hands    beckoning    me    to 


were  before  me.  I  was  free  to  choose 
whichever  road  I  desired.  It  was 
up  to  me  to  make  the  choice.  Of 
course,  the  appeal  of  the  beckoning 
children  was  sufficient.    I  could  not 


/ords  of  portrayal.    Just  a  glimpse      come  to  them.  The  scene  and  appeals      do   otherwise  than  say,   "Lord,   for- 
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I  Married  a  Minister 


Her    Privileges 


Mrs.  Moyne  Landis 

Gettysburg,  Ohio 


Mrs.  Landis  at  the  entrance  of  her  home 


I  MARRIED  a  minister?  No,  I 
married  a  farmer  who  later  chose 
to  enter  the  ministry.  I  must 
confess  that  I  had  some  misgivings 
about  this  choice,  for  the  church  in 
which  I  was  raised  moved  its  minis- 
ters almost  yearly  and  we  never 
became  well  acquainted  with  them. 

Now,  after  more  than  thirty  years 
as  a  minister's  wife,  I  have  a  grow- 
ing satisfaction  in  this  choice,  for  I 
believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  highest 
callings  that  can  come  to  any 
person.  Therefore,  I  find  it  a 
privilege  to  be  a  helpmate  to  my 
minister  husband. 

I  have  sought  to  be  a  helpful 
critic  of  his  pulpit  work.  I  consider 
it  a  privilege  to  hear  him  preach 
Sunday  after  Sunday,  and  then  with 
him  evaluate  these  efforts.  Many 
times  this  effort  begins  as  we  drive 
homeward  from  the  service.  We  find 
places  for  constructive  criticism  and 
other  places  for  commendation. 

Another  privilege  is  to  know  that 
I   am   needed — not    alone    to    be    a 


homekeeper — but  also  for  the  plan- 
ning of  the  work  of  the  church,  home 
visitation  and  serving  on  various 
committees,  etc. 

It  was  a  great  privilege  to  raise 
our  family  in  a  parsonage.  We  had 
as  our  guests  other  ministers,  mis- 
sionaries, teachers,  students,  deputa- 
tion teams  and  a  great  variety  of 
church  leaders,  all  of  whom  made  a 
fine  contribution  toward  enriching 
the  outlook  of  our  children.  These 
contacts  were  an  aid  in  helping  the 
children  to  respect  their  father's  pro- 
fession as  well  as  to  respect  the  en- 
tire leadership  of  the  church. 

Being  a  minister's  wife  helped  me 
to  learn  what  has  escaped  many 
people:  that  church  leaders  are  just 
flesh  and  blood  and  that  they  are 
not  exempt  or  immune  to  most  of  the 
problems  that  all  other  people  face. 
They  too  face  all  the  problems  that 
are  incident  to  church  and  family 
life  and  they  toil  and  pray  for  the 
church  and  her  ministry.  I  learned 
that  they   were   men   to   whom   we 


could  go  for  needed  advice  and  that 
they  were  not  just  superior  persons 
elevated  to  a  position  of  influence 
from  which  they  could  give  direc- 
tion. They  were  our  brothers  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word.  The  names 
of  Winger,  Bonsack,  Ober,  Wieand 
and  many  others  were  familiar  in 
our  home  because  it  had  been  graced 
with  their  presence. 

Just  recently  I  experienced  a  new 
joy  because  of  serving  as  the  wife 
of  a  minister.  I  was  in  a  district 
ministerial  conference.  I  listened  to 
the  addresses  of  outstanding  church 
leaders  and  to  the  discussion  which 
followed.  And  suddenly  I  thought, 
"What  a  privilege!  How  my  life 
has  been  enriched!  How  my  out- 
look has  been  challenged!"  For  here 
were  our  ministers  working  together 
for  the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life 
of  the  church. 

It  is  indeed  a  privilege  to  be  a  min- 
ister's wife. 
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give.  I  am  thine,  and  at  thy  bidding 
I  am  ready  to  stay  and  still  travel 
onward  by  the  way  of  service." 

Weeks  passed.  The  fever  abated. 
The  pain  disappeared.  Strength  and 
health  returned.  Joyously  I  wrote 
to  my  colleagues  that  I  expected  to 
come  home  the  following  Saturday. 
But  for  some  unknown  reason  the 
letter  did  not  reach  them.  So  my 
arrival  was  most  unexpected;  even 
so  it  was  a  hearty  reception  that 
greeted  me.  One  of  the  schoolboys 
who  had  been  with  us  only  a  short 
time  remarked,  "Your  coming  back 
to  us  is  an  incident  like  that  of  Peter. 
Peter  had  been  put  in  prison.  Then 
one  night  God  opened  the  prison 
doors,  effected  his  release,  and  Peter 
very  unexpectedly  returned.  His 
friends  heard  a  knock  at  the  door 
and  opened  it,  but  could  hardly  be- 
lieve their  eyes.  Lo,  Peter  stood 
before  them!  Like  this  is  your  com- 
ing. While  you  were  away  so  very 
sick,  we  prayed  every  day  for  you. 
But  from  reports  of  your  condition 
that  came  at  times  we  didn't  know 
whether  we  would  ever  see  you 
again.  Now  here  you  are.  God  has 
made  you  well  and  brought  you  back 
to  us.  How  happy  we  are!" 

This  analogy  I  thought  very  re- 
markable, coming  as  it  did  from  a 


thirteen-year-old  lad  who  had  heard 
the  gospel  stories  for  the  first  time 
when  he  came  to  us  only  a  few 
months  previously. 

Time  rolls  on.  Years  have  passed — 
more  than  a  score.  Much  of  this 
period  Vada  has  been  without  a  resi- 
dent missionary.  Again  I  am  located 
here.  Many  of  the  experiences  with 
the  children  and  others  during  the 
recent  months  have  brought  to  my 
mind  with  renewed  freshness  the 
vision  shown  me  in  the  past.  To- 
gether with  this  cherished  memory 
comes  a  sense  of  humble  gratitude 
for  the  physical  healing  at  that  time, 
for  the  unseen  hand  continuously 
leading  on  in  paths  where  every 
need  has  been  met,  and  now  leading 
me  here  again  for  his  further  service. 

The  opportunities  are  many  and 
far-reaching.  Besides  the  visitation 
by  my  Indian  colleague  and  me  into 
the  homes,  many  groups  and  indi- 
viduals wend  their  way  to  my  "little 
home  by  the  side  of  the  road"  for 
a  chat,  for  counsel  or  just  for  fellow- 
ship. It  has  been  interesting  to  note 
how  the  children  began  coming.  At 
first,  rather  shyly  they  would  slip 
in,  linger  about  for  a  while,  then 
step  up  on  the  veranda.  When  they 
were  noticed  and  were  asked  if  they 


A  father  and  his 

two      sons      at 

Ahwa 

Notice  the  pumpkin 

growing      on      the 

thatched  roof 


24 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


would  like  to  come  in  to  read  or 
sing  the  invitation  has  been  readily 
accepted. 

Selected  books,  pictures  and  pa- 
pers are  kept  on  a  small  table  for 
their  use.  Sometimes  they  ask  me 
to  tell  the  stories  of  the  pictures 
they  look  at.  Sometimes,  childlike, 
they  just  ask  questions,  but  invari- 
ably before  leaving  they  request  that 
we  sing.  What  a  thrilling  joy  it  is 
to  make  friends  with  children  and 
youth! 

Aside  from  the  younger  children 
who  study  in  schools,  older  ones  and 
young  adults  also  come.  Some  of 
these  who  by  force  of  circumstances 
have  never  had  a  chance  to  study 
in  school  are  also  desirous  to  learn, 
at  least  to  be  able  to  read  and  write 
a  little.  For  such,  materials  especial- 
ly prepared  for  adults  to  become 
literate  are  likewise  kept  on  hand 
These  older  youth  usually  come  at 
noon  or  night  as  they  have  leisure. 

All  such  occasions  I  consider  op- 
portunities for  soul  adventure,  both 
for  those  being  served  and  the  one 
serving.  In  meeting  these  opportu- 
nities there  is  often  experienced  a 
genuine,  satisfying  joy,  so  over- 
whelmingly great  at  times  that  it 
wells  up  within  me  as  a  flood  and 
breaks  forth  in  exultant  praise.  Then 
one  realizes  truly  that  "the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  your  strength." 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  oc- 
casions of  deep  disappointment — 
nigh  unto  despair.  Most  perplexing 
problems,  difficulties,  distractions 
suddenly  bob  up  and  the  way  out 
is  not  always  instantly  clear.  But 
reflecting  a  bit  that  this  kingdom 
service  is  under  divine  direction, 
having  been  instituted  by  the  com- 
mission "go"  and  the  promise  "lo," 
a  submissive  yet  active  faith  is  all 
that  is  needed.  God  enlightens  and 
leads  the  way.  Where  he  guides  he 
also  provides. 

My  daily  prayer,  and  I  covet  the 
same  for  you,  is  that  I  may  live  in 
constant  converse  with  God  and  in 
full  responsiveness  to  his  will,  that 
I  may  keep  alive  the  heavenly  vision 
imparted  to  me,  and  in  faith,  courage 
and  his  partnership  surmount  the 
difficulties  and  frustrations  as  they 
arise.  Pray  that  the  little  Christian 
body  here  be  nurtured  and  upbuilt 
in  spiritual  unity  and  power,  and 
pray  that  we  his  children  wherever 
we  are  be  so  wrapped  in  God  and 
burning  with  his  passion  that  all  our 
thoughts,  attitudes,  desires  and  ac- 
tions will  so  manifest  a  blessed  fel- 
lowship with  him,  as  will  kindle  a 
desire  in  others  also  to  meet  God 
soul  to  soul  and  be  filled  with  hisi 
satisfying  fullness. 


5 


tors.  The  resurrection  scene,  how- 
ever, which  comes  as  the  climax,  will 
be  given  at  sunrise. 

In  all,  the  pageant  comprises  about 
fifty-five  separate  scenes  which  are 
presented  as  living  pictures.  The 
actors  do  not  speak,  but  resort  to 
pantomime.  The  gospel  story,  in  play 
form,  is  told  over  a  loud-speaker 
system  by  eight  unseen  persons  who 
provide  the  voices  of  the  actors  in 
the  drama.  Adding  realism  to  the 
pageant  is  the  presence  of  several 
hundred  farm  animals  loaned  by 
ranches  in  this  area. 

The  pageant  takes  place  at  a  "holy 
city"  located  on  640  acres  of  ground 
contributed  by  the  United  States 
Forest  Service — one  of  the  largest 
and  most  unusual  "stages"  in  the 
world.  Native  stone  was  used  en- 
tirely in  the  construction  of  the 
miniature  replica  of  Jerusalem 
erected  at  the  "holy  city."  It  includes 
the  walls  and  gateway  of  old  Jeru- 
salem, Calvary's  mount,  the  Temple 
court,  Pilate's  judgment  hall,  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane,  the  Lord's 
Supper  building,  and  the  Tomb  of 
Christ. 

Only  one  presentation  of  the 
pageant,  that  given  in  1931,  has  been 
hampered  by  bad  weather.    During 
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faster  Pageant  to  Be  Witnessed  by 
350.000 

An  estimated  350,000  persons  are 
sxpected  to  travel  to  the  Wichita 
Vlountains  in  the  chilly  dawn  of 
Caster  morning  to  witness  the  twen- 
y-fourth  annual  sunrise  Easter 
>ageant. 

A  nonsectarian  presentation  of  the 
ife  of  Christ,  the  pageant  contains  a 
)rologue  which  embodies  the  prayers 
)f  eleven  different  faiths.  The 
>ageant  will  get  under  way  while  it 
s  still  dark,  with  thousands  and 
housands  of  spectators  huddled  in 
he  huge  natural  bowl  formed  in  the 
pranite-ribbed  mountainside  twenty- 
;wo  miles  from  Lawton,  Okla. 

Dating  back  to  1926,  when  it  was 
irst  presented  with  a  cast  of  five  per- 
;ons,  the  pageant  on  April  9  will  be 
icted  by  no  less  than  3,000  Texans 
md  Oklahomans  of  various  faiths, 
rhey  will  require  three  and  a  half 
lours  to  recount  the  story  of  Christ's 
ife,  from  birth  to  resurrection. 

All  the  scenes  will  be  played  in 
he  darkness,  with  spotlights  and 
loodlights  used  to  pick  out  the  ac- 

\boui  Books  .  .  . 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
:onstitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


New  Ways  in  Discipline.  Dorothy 
iValter  Baruch.  Whittlesey  House, 
1949.   280  pages.   $3.00. 

An  excellent  analysis  of  the  prob- 
ems  of  children  which  create  be- 
lavior  situations  requiring  some 
:orm  of  discipline.  Ways  of  meeting 
;hese  situations  as  well  as  ways  of 
ivoiding  them  are  given  to  help  both 
parents  and  teachers.  Miss  Baruch's 
iiscussion  of  a  child's  need  to  relieve 
lis  anger  and  frustration  by  some 
:orm  of  expression  may  be  new  to 
jome  parents,  but  it  will  lead  to 
greater  effort  to  study  children  and 
xy  to  understand  how  they  feel. 
\  very  good  book. — Dessie  R.  Miller. 

Your  Child  From  Six  io  Twelve. 

Children's  Bureau,  Federal  Security 
Agency,  1949.   133  pages.   20  cents. 

An  excellent  inexpensive  guide  on 
-he  development  of  children  in  this 
ige  group.  Appears  to  have  included 
:he  best  research  and  study  related 
;o  all  phases  of  growth,  including 
he  factors  which  hinder  and  those 
vhich  stimulate.  There  are  helpful 
:uggestions  for  working  with  this 
ige  group,  for  both  parents  and 
eachers.  It  is  written  in  attractive 
tyle. — Dessie  R.  Miller. 


The  Dynamics  of  Parent-Child  Re- 
lationships. Percival  M.  Symonds. 
Columbia  University  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lications, 1949.  186  pages.  $2.50. 

A  very  excellent  scientific  and 
psychological  discussion  of  the  rela- 
tionships which  may  exist  between 
parents  and  children.  Shows  prob- 
lems which  arise  throughout  the 
lifetime  of  individuals  because  of 
rejection,  overindulgence,  and  other 
attitudes  of  parents  toward  their 
children.  Very  readable  and  may 
fill  a  need  which  is  not  covered 
completely  by  any  other  books  pro- 
moted at  the  present  time. — Dessie 
R.  Miller. 

Cocolo  Comes  to  America.  Bettina 
Ehrlich.  Harper,  1949.  32  pages. 
$2.50. 

Cocolo  is  a  little  donkey  who 
comes  to  America  with  his  young 
master;  here  they  both  work  to  buy 
steamship  tickets  for  Mamma  and 
Babbo,  who  had  to  stay  in  Ravaya- 
Reena.  Their  adventures  make  a 
fine  story  of  humor  and  delight. 
Pictures  by  the  author  make  this 
an  enchanting  book.  For  children 
seven  to  ten  years  old. — Hazel  Ken- 
nedy. 


the  night  before  Easter  a  storm 
whipped  down  all  the  setting,  but 
when  dawn  came  the  weather 
cleared  and  a  wooden  cross,  un- 
damaged by  the  elements,  could  be 
seen  clearly  at  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. 

Northern   Indiana   Men's   Work 
Rally 

A  capacity  crowd  attended  the 
Northern  Indiana  men's  work  mass 
meeting  held  at  the  Center  church 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  6,  1949.  At  the 
afternoon  meeting  Blaine  Carbiener 
of  the  Second  South  Bend  church 
served  as  chairman,  and  Homer 
Weldy,  district  music  director,  led 
the  men  in  group  singing.  Grant 
Steele  of  the  North  Liberty  congre- 
gation led  the  group  in  appropriate 
devotional  thoughts.  A  men'  chorus 
from  the  Pine  Creek  church  pre- 
sented several  numbers  of  music. 

Bill  Powers  of  Mt.  Morris,  111., 
president  of  the  national  men's  coun- 
cil and  guest  speaker  of  the  after- 
noon, was  introducted  by  council- 
man, Allen  Weldy  of  Elkhart.  Bro. 
Powers  gave  a  very  able  address  on 
the  subject,  Men  and  the  Deepening 
of  the  Spiritual  Life.  He  also  con- 
ducted an  impressive  installation 
service. 

During  the  business  session  of- 
ficers were  elected  as  follows:  Wal- 
ter Stutzman  of  West  Goshen,  music 
director;  Russell  Hartsough  of  Pine 
Creek,  member  of  the  nominating 
committee;  Owen  Price  of  Bourbon, 
president;  Harold  Berkey  of  West 
Goshen,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  afternoon  offering  for  the 
further  support  of  the  repair  of  the 
men's  dorm  at  Manchester  College 
amounted  to  $875.51.  The  project 
has  been  a  joint  responsibility  of  the 
men's  work  of  the  Central  Region 
for  the  past  three  years.  Other 
projects  of  the  district  are:  speaker 
exchange,  Lord's  Acre,  Messenger 
promotion,  evangelism  and  home 
missions,  and  the  B.S.C.  project  of 
locating   DP   families. 

The  local  men's  work  group  had 
charge  of  the  evening  service.  Ed 
Eastland  of  Nappanee  led  the  de- 
votions and  Albert  Borden  presided 
at  the  meeting.  George  Weybright, 
secretary  of  the  district  B.  S.  C, 
spoke  concerning  the  DP  project  and 
presented  those  of  our  foreign  breth- 
ren who  were  present,  an  exchange 
student  from  Germany  and  several 
of  the  DP  brethren.  Bro.  Noble 
Bowman,  pastor  of  the  Center 
church,  gave  the  benediction. — Al- 
len Weldy,  Elkhart,  Ind. 
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Anniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Fiftieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Thompson  of  Portis, 
Kansas,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  on  Sunday,  Feb.  5,  1950,  with 
open  house.  Many  friends,  relatives  and 
neighbors  called  to  extend  their  good 
wishes  to  the  couple. 

The  morning  worship  service  of  the  Por- 
tis church  was  centered  around  the  home. 
Bro.  W.  W.  McDaneld's  sermon  was  on  the 
theme,  Home  Building. 

Abby  E.  Thompson,  son  of  Chancy  and 
Mary  Thompson  of  Thomas  County,  Kan- 
sas, and  Mary  A.  Wagner,  daughter  of 
John  and  Emily  Wagner  of  Portis,  were 
married  Feb.  8,  1900. 

After  they  began  housekeeping,  the 
couple  made  their  home  first  at  Crystal 
Plains,  then  near  Covert;  in  1943  they 
moved  to  their  present  home  in  Portis. 
During  their  forty  years  of  residence  in 
the  Victor  neighborhood,  they  served  the 
church  first  .in  the  office  of  deacon  and 
later  in  the  ministerial  capacity. 

The  couple  have  three  children,  Veta 
Thompson  at  home,  Velma  Thompson  of 
Topeka,  Kansas,  and  Calvin  of  Grandview, 
Wash.,  and  two  granddaughters. — W.  W. 
McDaneld,  Portis,  Kansas. 

Beam — Greco. — Jack  Beam  and  Evelyn 
Greco,  Feb.  11,  1950,  in  the  Ft.  McKinley 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — John  D. 
Long,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Ebling-Faulkner. — Paul  Ebling,  Jr.,  and 
Mary  Ann  Faulkner,  Dec.  26,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — J.  S.  Ritten- 
house,  Queen  Anne,  Md. 

Filzwaler-Wilkins. — Melvin  A.  Fitzwater 
and  Audrey  Wilkins,  both  of  Mathias,  W. 
Va.,  in  the  Mathias  parsonage,  Jan.  22,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — J.  Michael  Mason, 
Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Francione-Slern. — Julius  Francione  and 
Beulah  Stern,  both  of  Chicago,  111.,  Feb.  26, 
1950,  in  the  First  church,  Chicago,  111.,  by 
the  undersigned,  and  Bro.  Donald  Stern. — 
Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  111. 

Gochenour-Barrick. — David  M.  Goche- 
nour  of  Maurertown,  Va.,  and  Frances  E. 
Barrick,  Feb.  18,  1950,  in  the  Wakemans 
Grove  church,  Edinburg,  Va.,  by  Bro.  Jo- 
seph W.  Miller,  Broadway,  Va.— Ida  Bar- 
rick, Edinburg,  Va. 

Heagy-Good. — Richard  Heagy  of  E.  Pe- 
tersburg, Pa.,  and  Evelyn  Good  of  Bare- 
ville,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1950,  in  the  Lancaster 
church,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Harold 
E.  Kettering,  Stanardsville,  Va. 

Hess-Schmidt. — Don  Hess  and  Myra 
Schmidt,  March  3,  1950,  in  the  Mack 
Memorial  church  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed.— John  D.  Long,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Hoagland-Cripe. — Joseph  Hoagland  of 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  and  Lena  Cripe  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  Feb.  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home.— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Howe-Schwalm. — C.  J.  Howe,  Jr.,  of 
Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and  Beulah  Schwalm  of 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  Dec.  10,  1949,  in  the  Elk- 
hart City  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. 
G.'  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart.  Ind. 

Lease-Stager.— Clark  R.  Lease  of  Green- 
ville, Ohio,  and  Opal  M.  Stager  of  Brad- 
ford, Ohio,  Dec.  28,  1949,  in  the  Painter 
Creek  church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Byron  Miller,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Ori-Myers. — LaMar  Ort  and  Estella  My- 
ers, both  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Feb.  18,  1950,  in 
the  Bethel  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Parrett-Clawson. — Carl  Parrett  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  and  Julia  Clawson  of  Radner,  Ind., 
Feb.  3,  1950,  in  the  Bachelor  Run  church, 
by  the  undersigned.  —  Herbert  Fisher, 
Bringhurst,  Ind. 

Ringer-Haynam. — Arthur  Ringer  and  Be- 
atrice Haynam,  in  the  Hartville  church, 
Feb.  5,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Glen  M. 
Baird,  Hartville,  Ohio. 


Rodier-Miller.— Vernon  Rodier  of  Vienna, 
Va.,  and  Mary  Miller  of  Arlington,  Va.,  at 
the  Falls  Presbyterian  church,  Feb.  21, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned  and  Rev.  Altfa- 
ther. — Marvin  E.  Clingenpeel,  Vienna,  Va. 

Shively-Fisher.— Allen  O.  Shively  of 
Leesburg,  Ind.,  and  Marcia  Fisher  of  Mil- 
ford,  Ind.,  Feb.  12,  1950,  in  the  First 
church,  Milford,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Paul   C.   Lantis,  Milford,  Ind. 

Summers-Hoit.— Raymond  L.  Summers 
and  Flora  M.  Hott,  both  of  Headsville,  W. 
Va.,  Feb.  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home.— I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 


sisters,  Mrs.  John  Holt  of  Calloway,  Va., 
and  Mrs.  John  Stump  of  New  Castle,  Va.; 
one  brother,  Noah  Shaver  of  Copper  Hill. 
Va.;  fifty-five  grandchildren;  seventy 
great-grandchildren;  and  seven  great-1 
great-grandchildren.— O.  D.  Eller,  Salem, 
Va. 
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Francis  A.  Vaniman 

Francis    Allen    Vaniman    was    born    at 

Virden,    111.,    May    15,    1865,    and    passed 

away  Dec.  24,  1949.    In  1887  he  was  united 

in   marriage  tc 
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Albert   J.    Fike 

Albert    J.,    son    of    Samuel    and    Emma 
Fike,  was  born  at  Eglon,   W.  Va.,  Dec.   4, 
1890,  and  passed  away  at  the  Easton  Memo- 
rial   hospital,     Nov. 
10,   1949. 

In  1916  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Sallie  Weaver  of 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Bro.  Fike  was  a 
consecrated,  active 
minister  in  the 
Peach  Blossom  con- 
gregation. He  was 
also  chairman  of 
the  ministerial 
board  and  elder  of 
the  Ridgely  church, 
Md.,  and  the  Beth- 
any church,  Far- 
mington,  Del.  He 
and  his  son,  Nor- 
man, owned  and  op- 
erated a  large  fruit  farm  near  Cordova,  Md. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons, 
Norman,  Paul  and  Emerson,  four  grand- 
children, one  sister,  Anna  Fike,  and  one 
brother,  Elmer. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Fair- 
view  church  by  Bro.  Walter  Mahan  of 
the  Green  Hill  church  and  the  home  minis- 
ters. Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoin- 
ing the  church. — Mrs.  Barry  Fox,  Easton, 
Md. 

Daniel  Harvey  Shaver 

Daniel  Harvey,  son  of  J.  A.  and  Nancy 
Wimmer  Shaver,  was  born  in  Floyd  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  July  25,  1860,  and  died  at  his  home, 
Bent  Mountain,  Va., 
aaoaM5K3MmMi^  -        Nov.   27,   1949. 

Bro.    Shaver    was 
baptized     into     the 
Church    of    the 
Brethren    by    Elder 
John  W.   Eller  sev- 
e  n  t  y     years     ago. 
During     his      early 
Christian    life    Bro. 
Shaver  was  chosen 
as    deacon    of    the 
Copper  Hill  church. 
In      1902      he      was 
called    to   the   min- 
istry and  nine  years 
later    was    ordained 
to  the  eldership. 
Bro.     Shaver's    first    marriage    was    to 
Cordelia    Wimmer.     To    them    were    born 
eleven   children,    four   of   whom   preceded 
him  in  death. 

His  second  marriage  was  to  Patricia 
Mills,  who  survives.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  two  of  whom  also  pre- 
ceded him  in  death. 

He  was  eager  that  each  person  look  for 
the  good  in  others,  and  his  faithful  Chris- 
tian example  both  in  his  home  and  his 
church  and  community  will  guide, 
strengthen  and  sustain  his  family  and 
friends. 

He  is  survived  by  the  following:  ten  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  G.  C.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Light  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  Mrs.  B.  H.  King  of  Bent 
Mountain,  Va.,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Bryant  and 
John  H.  of  Akron,  Ohio,  Emmert  of 
Arizona,  Mrs.  J.  V.  Grant  and  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Fralin,  both  of  Bent  Mountain,  Va.,  and 
Mrs.   L.   E.   Grant   of   Roanoke,    Va.;    two 
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Mary  Catherine 
Kuns  ox  C  e  r  r  c 
Gordo,  111.  To  this 
union  were  borr 
five  children,  foui 
of  whom  survive 
In  1887  Bro.  Vani- 
man homesteadec 
in  Scott  County 
Kansas,  and  in  1885 
he  moved  to  M© 
Pherson  County 
where  he  had  beer 
a  resident  since 
In  1898  he  foundec 
the  Peoples  State 
Bank  of  McPher- 
son,  and  served  as 
its  president  for  fifty  years.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

He  was  active  in  establishing  the  Mc 
Pherson  Y.M.C.A.,  and  served  for  manj 
years  on  its  board  of  directors;  he  alsi 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  thi 
Kansas  State  Y.M.C.A.  He  was  an  alumnus 
of  McPherson  College,  and  for  manj 
years  was  a  member  of  the  trustee  board 
and  executive  committee.  He  also  servec 
for  twenty  years  on  the  board  of  educa 
tion  for  the  city  of  McPherson. 

His  loyalty  to  his  church  was  paramounl 
and  he  helped  plan  and  finance  the  build- 
ing of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  of  Mc- 
Pherson. Other  activities  in  the  churcr 
included  years  as  Sunday-school  superin 
tendent,  teacher  of  a  college  class  anc 
a  member  of  the  board  of  deacons. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  four  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  Roscoe  C.  Ingalls  of  Alhambra 
Calif.,  Mrs.  George  Nevin  of  San  Dimas 
Calif.,  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Sargent  of  McPherson 
Kansas,  and  Mrs.  Earl  V.  Reed  of  Wichita 
Kansas;  eleven  grandchildren;  and  on< 
brother,  Otis  Vaniman  of  Ft.  Lauderdale 
Fla.  One  son,  Wilbur  F.,  preceded  him  ir 
death  in  1925.  '  1 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mc 
Pherson  church  by  Brethren  Burton  Metz 
ler  and  J.  J.  Yoder.    Burial  was   in  th< 
McPherson      mausoleum. — Submitted 
Mrs.  Vaniman,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

William  H.   Shull 

William  H.,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeti 

Brubaker    Shull,    was    born    near    Girard 

111     Sept.  29,  1868,  and  passed  away  Dec 

16,  1949. 

In  1891  he  wa 
united  in  marriag' 
to  Clara  E.  Gibson 
To  this  union  wer< 
born  ten  children 
all  of  whom  surviv 
him. 

Bro.  Shull  unitet 
with  the  Church  o 
the  Brethren  at  th 
age  of  eighteer 
At  twenty-seven  h 
was  elected  to  th 
office  of  deacon.  Ii 
1901  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry.  H| 
was  ordained  to  the  second-degree  min 
istry  two  years  later.-  In  1907  he  wa; 
ordained  to  the  eldership. 

Because  of  his  tactfulness  and  calrj 
judgment  he  became  presiding  elder  o 
many  churches,  including  the  Girard  conj 
gregation,  111.,  which  he  served  for  twent 
years,  and  the  Virden  church,  111.,  wher 
he  was  elder  for  ten  years. 

Bro.  Shull  served  as  a  farmer  preache 
and  gave  sacrifically  of  his  time  an! 
talents.  In  all  his  relationships  he  wa 
kind  but  firm  and  won  the  love  and  re 
spect  of  all  who  knew  him. 


He  served  as  trustee  of  Mt.  Morris 
College  for  three  years  and  for  six  years 
s  superintendent  of  the  men's  home  at 
lanchester  College.  He  also  served  as  a 
nernber  of  the  district  mission  board  of 
iouthern  Illinois,  and  on  numerous  other 
oards  and  committees  of  the  church  and 
ommunity. 

Six  of  his  seven  sons  entered  the  min- 
itry  and  two  of  his  daughters  became 
linister's  wives. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  seven  sons, 
lhalmer  and  Ernest,  both  missionaries  in 
ndia,  Jesse  of  Tekonska,  Mich.,  Merlin 
f  Elgin,  111.,  Russell  of  Chicago,  111.,  Ralph 
f  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Arthur  of 
idianapolis,  Ind.;  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Iverett  Brubaker  and  Mrs.  Charles 
unkel,  both  of  Elgin,  111.,  and  Mrs.  For- 
est Weller  of  Vermillion,  S.  Dak.;  twenty- 
vo  grandchildren;  five  foster  children; 
vo  great-grandchildren;  and  two  sisters, 
lis.  J.  C.  Whitmer  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lear, 
oth  of   California. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Wal- 
ut  Street  church,  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
y  Bro.  H.  F.  Richards,  assisted  by  Breth- 
jn  V.  F.  Schwalm  and  Edward  Kintner. 
;urial  was  in  the  church  cemetery,  North 
[anchester. — Charles  Zunkel,  Elgin,  111. 

Aaron  V.  Hoffman 

Aaron  Victor,  son  of  Mathias  and  Nancy 

offman,   was   born  in  Williamsport,   Md., 

an.    27,    1862,    and    died    at    his    home    in 

Waynesboro,     Pa., 

Dec.   12,   1949. 

He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  An- 
tietam  church. 

He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Ellie  Oiler 
Hoffman,  four 
daughters,  eight 
sons,  twelve  grand- 
children, three 
great  -  grandchil- 
dren and  one  sis- 
ter. 

Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the 
ime  by  Bro.  C.  M.  Valentine  and  Bro. 
eorge  L.  Detweiler.  Interment  was 
ade  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery. — 
leanor  C.  Hoffman,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Ansiine,  Barbara  Jean,  daughter  of  Mr. 
id  Mrs.  Reuben  Anstine,  died  Jan.  24, 
50,  at  the  age  of  four  months.  She  is  sur- 
ved  by  her  parents,  two  sisters  and  one 
•other.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
idersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  East  Nimi- 
lillen  church  cemetery. — Arthur  H.  Hess, 
orth  Canton,  Ohio. 

Baker,  Earl  E.,  son  of  James  and  Liza 
aker,  was  born  near  Vermont,  111.,  Aug.  3, 
95,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Canton,  HI., 
ov.  30,  1949.  He  was  first  married  to  Lou- 
la  Miller,  who  preceded  him  in  death, 
iter  he  was  married  to  Mildred  Spry,  who 
rvives.  He  is  also  survived  by  one  son, 
ro  daughters,  two  brothers,  three  sisters 
id  six  grandchildren.    He  was  a  member 

the  Canton  church.    Services  were  held 

the  Murphy  Memorial  home  by  his 
istor,  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in 
e  Greenwood  cemetery. — C.  H.  Cameron, 
inton,  111. 

Barefoot,  Harry  D.,  died  Jan.  28,  1950,  at 
e  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  is  sur- 
ged by  his  wife,  three  children,  two 
others  and  one  sister.  Services  were 
Id  by  the  writer  in  the  Methodist  church 

Pleasantville,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the 
wn  cemetery.— John  E.  Rowland,  Green- 
stle,  Pa. 

Cable,  James  M.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
ough  Cable,  was  born  in  Shade  Town- 
ip,  Pa.,  Nov.  5,  1864,  and  died  in  Jan- 
ry  1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Broth- 
svalley  church.  He  was  vitally  interested 
the  history  of  the  church  and  had  in  his 
ssession  many  books  of  the  early  history 
the  church  and  especially  records  of  the 
rly  church  in  this  locality.  He  was  in  the 
ocess  of  giving  help  to  the  rewriting  of 
i  history  of  the  local  congregation.  His 
fe,  Anna  B.  Mason  Cable,  preceded  him 
death  in  November  1932.    He  is  survived 

one  son,  one  sister  and  one  grandson. 


Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Johnson 
funeral  parlor  in  Berlin,  Pa.  Burial  was  in 
the  Berlin  cemetery. — H.  Austin  Cooper, 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Callihan,  Charles  G.,  died  Feb.  9,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  nine  children,  two  step- 
children and  one  brother.  Services  were 
held  by  the  writer  and  Bro.  E.  E.  Eber- 
sole  in  the  Holsinger  church  of  Alum  Bank, 
Pa.  Burial  was  at  New  Paris,  Pa. — John 
E.   Rowland,   Greencastle,  Pa. 

Davis,  Hanna,  daughter  of  Henry  K.  and 
Delilah  Whetstone  Ritchey,  was  born  May 
6,  1871,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Altoona, 
Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1950.  She  was  married  to 
Samuel  Davis  on  March  15,  1900.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  brother  and 
one  foster  son.  At  an  early  age  she  united 
with  the  First  Brethren  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Koontz  church 
by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Dodson,  Joseph  R.,  was  born  Aug.  31, 
1871,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1950.  His  wife  and 
five  sons  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sons,  six  daughters,  thir- 
ty-one grandchildren  and  nine  great-grand- 
children. He  was  a  member  of  the  Al- 
bright church,  where  funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey 
Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Gibble,  John  D.,  was  born  Nov.  24,  1865, 
and  died  Jan.  15,  1950.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Midway  church.  He  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  two  brothers,  one  sister,  two 
grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Midway  church.  Interment  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard  P.  Risser, 
Quentin,  Pa. 

Grubb,  Henry,  son  of  Himas  and  Fanny 
Snowberger  Grubb,  was  born  near  Clear- 
ville,  Pa.,  Oct.  17,  1874,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Loysburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  28,  1949.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Opha  Ritchey 
on  Dec.  23,  1897,  at  Everett,  Pa.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  son,  one  daughter, 
ten  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  at  his 
home  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was  in 
the  Koontz  cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Hardman,  Nancy  Jane,  daughter  of  Vin- 
cent D.  and  Mary  Priser  Campbell,  was 
born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  22, 
1865,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1950,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  near  Decatur,  Ind.  On  Dec. 
29,  1888,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Frank  M.  Hardman,  who  preceded  her  in 
death  on  Nov.  9,  1940.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children.  She  is  survived  by 
four  daughters,  one  son,  one  sister,  ten 
grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grandchil- 
dren.- She  was  baptized  Dec.  28,  1891,  into 
the  Spring  Creek  church.  She  was  a  char- 
ter member  and  the  first  president  of  the 
aid  society  of  her  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Spring  Creek  church 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Leonard  Custer,  and 
burial  was  in  the  near-by  cemetery. — 
Leonard  Custer,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Hoover,  Elizabeth,  died  in  the  Windber 
hospital,  Pa.,  Feb.  10,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  Services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  the  Geisel  funeral  home  in 
Pleasantville,  Pa.  Burial  was  at  Hoovers- 
ville,  Pa. — John  E.  Rowland,  Greencastle, 
Pa. 

Johnson,  Stephen  Raymond,  son  of  Mar- 
cellus  and  Carmine  Bollinger  Johnson,  was 
born  at  Waterford,  111.,  Feb.  10,  1883,  and 
died  at  Canton,  111.,  Dec.  23,  1949.  He  was 
married  on  June  24,  1906,  to  Florence 
Rachel  Wilson.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  daughters,  two  sons,  fourteen 
grandchildren  and  three  sisters.  He  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1916  and  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  about  1920. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Canton  church 
by  the  undersigned,  his  pastor.  Interment 
was  in  the  Greenwood  cemetery. — C.  H. 
Cameron,   Canton,   111. 

Jump,  Charles,  son  of  George  and  Kath- 
ryn  Jump,  was  born  April  4,  1880,  in  Indi- 
ana, and  died  at  his  home  near  Canton,  111., 
Dec.  2,  1949.  He  was  married  on  April  30, 
1905,  to  Luella  Lingenfelter,  who  preceded 
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him  in  death  on  Jan.  21,  1949.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  children.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  daughters,  one  son,  ten 
grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren, 
one  brother  and  one  sister.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Canton  church  by  the  under- 
signed, and  interment  was  in  the  Bethel 
cemetery. — C.  H.  Cameron,  Canton,  111. 

Lowe,  Ann  Ora,  daughter  of  Ora  and 
Ruth  Turley,  was  born  in  Carroll  County, 
Ind.,  Sept.  5,  1916,  and  died  Feb.  1,  1950. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lower  Deer 
Creek  church.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Lower  Deer  Creek  church  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Maple 
Lawn  cemetery  at  Flora,  Ind. — Herbert 
Fisher,  Bringhurst,  Ind. 

Moore,  Ruth  Virginia,  daughter  of  Har- 
vey and  Edna  Fouch  Harding,  was  born 
Feb.  4,  1917,  at  Brownsville,  Md.,  and  died 
at  the  Hagerstown  hospital,  Sept.  13,  1949. 
She  was  married  to  Harvey  L.  Moore  on 
Feb.  1,  1939,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  sons.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  and  served  in  the  field  of 
music.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  sons,  her  parents  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Browns- 
ville church  by  her  pastor,  Newton  L. 
Poling.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Mrs.  John  Jennings,  Browns- 
ville, Md. 

Musselman,  Ezra,  son  of  John  D.  and 
Catherine  Cripe  Musselman,  was  born 
Sept.  21,  1889,  near  Camden,  Ind.,  and  died 
Feb.  4,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Nellie  Balsbaugh  on  Oct.  25,  1910.  He 
and  his  wife  united  with  the  Mexico 
church  on  Jan.  1,  1913,  where  he  served  as 
deacon  for  thirty  years,  treasurer  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  trustee,  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  teacher.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  one 
son,  three  sisters  and  five  grandchildren. 
One  daughter  preceded  him  in  death.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Mexico 
church  by  his  pastor,  assisted  by  Elder 
H.  U.  Fisher.  Burial  was  in  the  Greenlawn 
cemetery  by  the  church. — Robert  L.  Sink, 
Mexico,  Ind. 

Oxley,  Ella  Josephine,  daughter  of  Ella 
F.  and  Joseph  M.  Adkins,  was  born  Oct.  10, 
1869,  at  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  died  Feb.  9, 
1950.  She  was  married  to  Daniel  L.  Oxley 
of  Cabool,  Mo.,  on  Jan.  15,  1888.  Her  hus- 
band died  Oct.  31,  1933.  In  early  youth 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  is  survived  by  five  daughters,  six 
sons,  two  sisters,  one  half  brother,  twenty- 
eight  grandchildren  and  twenty-eight 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Wiley  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton,  and 
interment  was  in  the  McClave  cemetery. 
—Mrs.  Paul  Cline,  McClave,   Colo. 

Schlining,  Edward  M.,  son  of  John  and 
Anna  Schlining,  was  born  in  Chicago,  111., 
July  27,  1893,  and  died  in  the  Hines  hospital 
at  Chicago,  Jan.  18,  1950.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  eight  children,  three  grandchil- 
dren, two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Carlisle  fu- 
neral home  by  Darrell  C.  Fryman.  Burial 
was  in  the  Greenwood  cemetery. — Darrell 
C.  Fryman,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 

Vogelsong,  Samuel  J.,  died  Jan.  29,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  four  children,  one  sister 
and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Myers  funeral  home  in  Me- 
chanicsburg,  Pa.,  by  the  writer.  Burial  was 
in  the  town  cemetery. — John  E.  Rowland, 
Greencastle,  Pa. 
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California 

Los  Angeles,  Bella  Vista. — In  December 
our  women  cleared  $170  at  their  clothing 
and  food  sale.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Dayton 
Root,  and  his  wife  were  able  to  move  into 
the  new  parsonage.  A  dedicatory  service 
was  held  with  Bro.  Harry  Thomas,  pastor 
at  Pomona,  in  charge.  We  plan  to  have  an 
all-church  birthday  dinner  on  Feb.  22.  By 
special  projects  and  class  donations  we  laid 
carpet  in  the  aisles  of  the  sanctuary  and 
paved  our  parking  lot.  Our  women  hold 
luncheon  meetings  once  a  month  with  pro- 
grams and  business  sessions  in  the  different 
homes.  At  other  times  those  who  like  to 
sew  meet  at  the  church  to  do  relief  sewing. 
At  present  there  are  six  comforters  in  the 
making.  The  women  have  paid  seventy- 
five  dollars  to  the  district  and  national 
budget  for  this  year.  The  district  officers 
of  women's  work  will  visit  our  group  in 
April.  In  March  our  women  will  enter- 
tain our  local  WCTU,  at  which  time  Miss 
Ethel  Hubler,  editor  of  the  National  Voice, 
will  speak.  The  released-time  religious 
education  classes  meet  in  our  church  each 
week.  The  San  Fernando  young  adults 
presented  a  temperance  play  in  our  church 
one  Sunday  evening.  We  enjoyed  a  pleas- 
ant New  Year's  Eve  service  with  games, 
the  picture,  The  African  Prince,  refresh- 
ments and  a  closing  worship  service  just 
before  midnight. — Nina  Crumpacker,  Al- 
hambra,  Calif. 

San  Francisco. — Our  attendance  has  been 
steadily  increasing.  Our  church  choir,  un- 
der the  direction  of  David  Kesler,  pre- 
sented a  half-hour  concert  at  the  district 
meeting  in  the  Empire  church.  On  Dec.  11 
David  Kesler,  music  teacher  at  the  San 
Rafael  high  school,  presented  the  high 
school  mixed  choir  in  its  fourth  annual 
concert  in  our  church.  Our  Christmas  pro- 
gram consisted  of  a  half  hour  of  music  by 
the  church  choir,  followed  by  a  one-act 
play.  Three  Wise  Men  Ride  By.  The  play 
was  directed  by  Marie  Fowden.  After  the 
service,  a  group  of  singers,  led  by  Mr.  Mays 
Heiny,  went  caroling.  On  the  following 
Sunday  the  church-school  departments  pre- 
sented their  Christmas  program.  On  Jan. 
29  our  church  entertained  the  youth  fel- 
lowship circuit  rally  of  Northern  Cali- 
fornia. In  a  recent  council  our  church 
adopted  the  volunteer  workers  program. 
Our  first  volunteer,  Mrs.  Ethel  Ward,  of 
Nebraska  is  here  and  is  living  in  a  room 
in  the  parsonage.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  getting  another  worker  soon. — Edna 
Kesler,  San  Rafael,  Calif. 

Colorado 

Denver. — We  met  in  council  with  Bro. 
Irvin  Ihrig  as  moderator.  The  men's  work 
is  sponsoring  a  Boy  Scout  organization. 
The  women's  work  meets  in  all-day  meet- 
ings every  week.  They  have  made  and 
sold  six  silk  quilts,  have  shipped  several 
boxes  of  clothing  for  relief  and  have  helped 
locally.  They  gave  clothing  and  food  to 
a  family  whose  house  burned.  Our  pre- 
Easter  services  will  be  held  jointly  with 
a  near-by  Congregational  church.  Our  visi- 
tation campaign  will  be  held  March  19-25. 
Our  communion  will  be  held  April  6.  Two 
Brethren  were  elected  to  the  Denver  Coun- 
cil of  Churches.  We  are  expecting  a  new 
pastor  this  fall.  The  young  people  held  a 
pie  supper  recently  and  aded  $105  to  their 
camp  fund.  The  second  fellowship  meeting 
was  held  on  Feb.  24.  There  is  much  illness 
among  our  elderly  members. — Mrs.  Laura 
M.  Fields,  Englewood,  Colo. 

Haxtun. — On  Dec.  18  the  evening  service 
was  in  charge  of  our  young  people.  A 
very  interesting  program  of  music  was  pre- 
sented, followed  by  a  lecture  and  colored 
pictures  taken  in  Puerto  Rico  by  Vergean 
Birkin.  After  the  evening  service  a  sur- 
prise party  was  held  in  honor  of  our  pas- 
tor's birthday.  On  Dec.  26  Brother  and 
Sister  A.  C.  Heaston  celebrated  their  gold- 
en wedding  anniversary  by  holding  open 


house  in  the  church  parlors.  The  speech 
class  of  the  high  school  presented  a  Christ- 
mas pageant  and  cantata  entitled  The 
Christmas  Song  of  the  Ages.  The  men  of 
the  church  helped  to  install  new  lights  in 
the  main  auditorium  of  the  church  and  put 
on  a  new  ceiling.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  15,  after 
a  basket  dinner  at  the  church.  One  of  our 
boys,  Loren  Erickson,  and  Carol  Potts  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Huston,  Texas,  on 
Jan.  20.  Our  choir,  together  with  others,  is 
practicing  on  The  Messiah  for  Easter,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  band  master  of  the 
local  high  school.  Several  of  our  members 
have  been  on  the  sick  list  for  some  time. 
An  Achievement  Offering  for  missions  and 
relief  was  lifted  on  Feb.  12. — Mrs.  Warren 
D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Illinois 

Hickory  Grove. — The  Hickory  Grove 
church  met  in  council  on  Jan.  29.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  Joseph  Piesen,  conducted  the 
business  meeting.  Our  church  will  hold 
World  Day  of  Prayer  services  on  Feb.  24 
in  co-operation  with  the  Hickory  Grove 
Methodist  church.  We  are  planning  to  hold 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  sunrise  services, 
followed  by  a  breakfast  in  the  church  par- 
lors.— Mrs.   Luther   Leavens,    Savanna,   111. 

La  Motle  Prairie. — Our  church  met  in 
council  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  26,  with  our 
pastor  and  elder,  Bro.  Durward  Hays,  pre- 
siding. We  decided  to  have  pre-Easter 
services  and  to  have  our  love  feast  on  the 


following  Monday.  We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club  again  this  year.  The  men  have 
given  $100  to  the  new  camp  in  our  district. 
We  have  been  having  prayer  meetings  in 
the  homes  this  winter  and  are  studying 
Acts,  led  by  our  pastor.  We  have  missed 
several  meetings  because  of  bad  weather 
and  high  water.  Our  vacation  school  com- 
mittee, which  we  had  last  summer,  has 
been  retained  for  this  year.  Our  aid  meets 
in  the  homes  this  winter. — Florence  Sey- 
mour, Palestine,  111. 

Woodland. — Two  persons  were  added  to 
the  church  since  our  last  report  and  were 
baptized  at  the  same  time  as  the  four  re 
ported  last  time.  The  young  people  pre 
sented  the  play,  The  Tinker,  in  our  church 
and  in  the  Astoria  church.  The  Mulberry 
school  presented  a  play  of  the  Nativity 
which  was  written  by  one  of  our  pupils, 
Five  of  our  men  attended  the  district  men's; 
meeting  at  Champaign.  We  have  a  100% 
Messenger  club.  Nine  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  interdenominational  school  oi 
religion,  of  which  our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  L 
Whitmore,  was  dean.  Our  DP  family  ar- 
rived on  Jan.  31.  Our  young  people  enter- 
tained the  Astoria  young  people  on  Feb 
3,  at  a  banquet.  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe  oi 
Astoria  was  the  speaker.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing six  of  our  young  people  gave  talks.  W< 
have  weekly  cottage  prayer  meetings.  The! 
Sunday-school  juniors  gave  their  January 
offerings  for  Gene  Rhoades  of  South 
America.  The  church  contributes  to 
temperance  ad  in  the  Canton  Daily  Ledger 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


A  very  significant  new  contribution  to  the  peace  literature  of 
the  historical  peace  churches  .  .  . 

Service  for  Peace 

by  Melvin  Gingerich 

0  An  open-minded  appraisal  of  the  Mennonite  civilian  pub- 
lic service  program  during  World  War  II  by  the  combined 
Mennonite  groups  under  the  leadership  of  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee. 

•  Discusses  the  Mennonites  in  America;  Mennonite  co- 
operation with  the  other  peace  churches,  particularly  the 
Friends  and  the  Brethren;  Mennonite  CO's;  Mennonite 
CPS  projects;  life  in  Mennonite  camps;  Mennonite  poli- 
cies; other  related  subjects. 

•  The  author  is  a  thorough  student  of  church  history  and 
has  taught  history;  though  standing  solidly  in  the  tradition 
of  the  Mennonites  he  achieves  a  highly  commendable 
degree  of  objectivity  in  his  discussion  of  the  CPS  program 
as  administered  by  the  Mennonites. 

•  Service  for  Peace  is  a  companion  volume  to  Pathways  of 
Peace,  by  Leslie  Eisan  (published  by  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  1948,  $2.50) ,  which  tells  the  story  of  Breth- 
ren CPS.  The  two  authors  conferred  together  frequently 
in  preparing  their  manuscripts. 

The  price  of  Service  for  Peace  is  $3.00 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUS'E 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


Regular  women's  work  meetings  are  held 
with  a  missionary  program  at  each  meet- 
ing. At  one  meeting  the  Homebuilders  pre- 
sented a  program  and  held  a  tea.  A  mis- 
sionary program  was  presented  one  Sun- 
day evening  when  the  mite  boxes  were 
opened;  the  total  was  $49.10.  The  women's 
work  canned  200  quarts  of  fruit  for  relief 
and  Bethany  Hospital  and  made  books 
of  Sunday-school  papers  and  sent  them  to 
a  mission  in  Virginia.  We  quilted  a  quilt, 
did  relief  sewing  and  contributed  food, 
clothing  and  used  fat  for  relief. — Annie 
Blickenstaff,  Astoria,  111. 

Indiana 
Four  Mile. — Since  our  last  report,  Mrs. 
Grover  Wine,  president  of  women's  work 
in  Southern  Indiana,  was  with  us  and 
brought  an  inspiring  message.  Bro.  Jeff 
Mathis  of  North  Manchester  was  here  and 
brought  the  message  on  Dec.  11.  On  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18  we  had  our  Christmas 
program  and  on  Dec.  25  our  pastor  read 
an  interesting  Christmas  story.  On  Jan.  5 
and  6  Bro.  Perry  Huffaker  of  West  Milton, 
Ohio,  conducted  a  music  institute  at  this 
place.  Bro.  Arthur  Miles,  a  representative 
of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  delivered  the 
message  here  on  Feb.  12.  Robert  Godsey 
of  Earlham  College  was  here  on  Feb.  19 
and  told  of  his  experience  in  a  work  camp 
in  Jamaica  last  summer.  He  also  showed 
pictures  taken  on  the  island.  One  of  our 
junior  boys  was  baptized  recently.  Our 
business  meeting  will  be  held  March  5  and 
our  love  feast  on  Easter.  Our  church  and 
the  Congregational  Christian  church 
united  in  observing  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer. — Alice  M.  Brower,   Liberty,   Ind. 

Kansas 
Navarre. — We    enjoyed    having    the    Mc- 
Pherson     College     male     quartet     at     our 

Announcements  .  .  . 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

Maxdela — Denton,  Md.,  April   12. 
Ohio,  Southern— West  Milton,   April  25-27. 
Virginia,    Northern — Pleasant    View,    April 
14,  15. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Florida 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Tampa. 
April  30,  Clay  County. 

Illinois 
April  10,  La  Motte  Prairie. 

Indiana 
April  9,  Four  Mile. 
April  9,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 
April  10,  Auburn. 
April  10,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
April  15,  7:30  pm,  Buchanan. 

Kansas 
April  23,  Maple  Grove. 

Maryland 
April   23,    6   pm,    Reisterstown,    Evergreen. 
April  30,  6  pm,  Baltimore. 
April  30,  6:30  pm,  Westminster. 
April  30,  7  pm,  Sams  Creek. 

Michigan 
April  8,  7:30  pm,  Flint. 
Ohio 
April  9,  Charleston. 
April  9,  Cincinnati. 
April  13,  Greenville. 
April  19,  Ashland  City. 
April  30,  Springfield  (N.E.  Ohio). 

Oklahoma 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Bartlesville. 

Pennsylvania 
April  9,  Hollidaysburg. 
April  9,  Hostetler. 
April  9,  6  pm,  Lebanon. 
April  9,  7:30  pm,  Salisbury. 
April  16,  6:30  pm,  Ephrata. 
April  16,  7  pm,  New  Paris. 
April  16,  7:30  pm,  Upper  Claar. 
April  30,  6:30  pm,  Mt.  Olivet. 
April  30,  7:30  pm,  Leamersville. 
May  6,  2  pm,  Conewago. 
Virginia 
April  8,  Mountain  Grove. 
April  23,  Lebanon. 
April  30,  4  pm,  Buena  Vista.  . 


church-night  fellowship  on  Dec.  12.  The 
children  decorated  their  Christmas  tree 
with  pairs  of  mittens,  which  were  pur- 
chased from  their  missionary  fund,  to  be 
sent  to  New  Windsor  for  relief.  The  play, 
Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  was  presented  on 
Christmas  night.  About  forty  young  adults 
and  their  families  enjoyed  a  chili  supper 
and  fellowship  at  the  parsonage  recently. 
The  men's  group  is  planning  a  fellowship 
evening.  During  four  Sunday  nights  in 
January  we  held  a  school  of  missions,  at 
which  time  the  mission  work  of  our  church 
in  South  America,  Africa,  India,  and  China 
was  presented.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
remodel  the  church  basement  this  spring 
in  preparation  for  our  district  meeting  to 
be  held  here  in  September.  On  Jan.  10  the 
Holland  property  was  sold  at  auction  with 
the  proceeds  going  to  the  district  building 
fund,  foreign  missions  and  the  local  church. 
— Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kan- 
sas. 

Maryland 

Baltimore,  First. — A  very  busy  and  suc- 
cessful year  has  just  closed  at  our  church. 
The  women's  work  organization  had  a  gen- 
eral meeting  and  Christmas  party  at  the 
church  on  Dec.  15,  at  which  time  a  kitchen 
shower  was  held  for  a  DP  family  who  had 
recently  arrived  from  Europe.  The  Sun- 
day-school Christmas  party  was  sponsored 
by  the  young  people,  who  presented  a 
unique  and  beautiful  arrangement  of  the 
Christmas  story.  A  film  was  also  shown. 
The  Golden  Star  class  sent  a  large  basket 
of  toys,  thirty  pounds  of  candy,  a  crate  of 
oranges  and  clothing  to  the  Helping  Up 
mission  for  needy  children.  On  Christmas 
Day  our  offering  for  the  church  building 
fund  was  given  and  amounted  to  $2,583.32. 
On  the  evening  of  Jan.  29  a  meeting  was 
sponsored  by  the  women's  mission  society 
with  Paul  Warner,  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  as  the  guest  speaker. 
The  mothers'  club  has  opened  a  church 
nursery  during  the  Sunday  services.  They 
have  also  undertaken  as  a  project  the 
building  of  a  library  of  worth-while  books 
for  parents.  On  Feb.  4  and  5  the  secretary 
of  the  Home  Mission  Commission  of  the 
Brotherhood  Board,  Bro.  Charles  Zunkel, 
visited  the  churches  in  this  area,  speaking 
in  our  church  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  5. 
Our  church  plans  to  have  a  100%  Messen- 
ger club  this  year. — Mrs.  Carlton  Allender, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Broadfording.  —  The  young  people  went 
Christmas  caroling  on  Christmas  Eve.  The 
children  of  the  Sunday  school  presented  a 
program  on  Christmas  night.  On  the  eve- 
nings of  Jan.  6-8  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell,  the 
district  executive  secretary  of  Eastern  and 
Middle  Maryland,  was  with  us  for  a  Bible 
study  of  the  Book  of  Acts.  On  Jan.  15 
Bro,.  James  Renz  was  with  us  at  the  morn- 
ing service.  We  are  expecting  to  have  a 
100%  Messenger  club  again  this  year.  Some 
of  our  people  heard  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  tell 
of  his  relief  work  in  Europe.  He  spoke  at 
different  churches  in  our  district.  We  were 
very  happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Ira 
Petre,  missionaries  to  Africa,  with  us  at 
the  morning  services  on  Feb.  12.  We  lifted 
an  offering  for  their  son  who  was  in  the 
hospital  with  a  burned  hand.  One  of  our 
members,  Bro.  Paul  Reid,  is  in  the  Balti- 
more hospital  with  a  serious  eye  injury. 
Our  ladies'  aid  society  has  been  very  busy 
sewing  and  making  garments  for  relief. — 
Harry  C.  Myers,  Maugansville,  Md. 

Brownsville. — A  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Brownsville 
church  with  Bro.  Carl  Zigler  of  Burkitts- 
viLle  as  the  evangelist.  As  a  result,  five 
persons  were  baptized.  Our  communion 
service  was  held  with  Bro.  Carl  Zigler  pre- 
siding. The  women's  work  held  their  an- 
nual mass  missionary  meeting  with  Mrs. 
Earl  Mitchell  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our 
offering  for  missions  was  eighty-one  dol- 
lars. A  reception  was  held  for  all  the  new 
members  that  came  into  the  church  during 
the  year.  A  Boy  Scout  club  has  recently 
been  organized  in  our  church  for  the  boys 
of  the  community.  Our  soap-for-relief 
project  was  sponsored  by  the  young  peo- 
ple. One  of  our  girls,  Oneida  Haines,  is 
giving   a   year   of   volunteer   service.     The 


Homebuilders'  class  is  sponsoring  the  re- 
modeling of  the  parish  hall.  Bro.  Wendell 
P.  Flory,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
spoke  in  all  three  churches  of  our  congre- 
gation and  showed  slides  of  the  work  in 
China.  Christmas  programs  were  presented 
in  all  three  churches.  The  children's  de- 
partment at  Brownsville  presented  the 
play,  Why  the  Angels  Sang,  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  19.  The  choir  presented  the  Christ- 
mas message  in  story,  picture  and  music 
on  Dec.  23.  A  school  of  missions  was  con- 
ducted four  Sunday  evenings  in  January. 
The  ladies'  aid  meets  each  week  to  quilt. — 
Mrs.  John  Jennings,  Brownsville,  Md. 

Living  Stone. — During  the  past  year  ten 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
letter  and  eight  by  baptism.  Cumberland 
Day  was  observed  with  Rev.  C.  M.  Helmick 
from  the  Pinto  Mennonite  church  bringing 
the  morning  message.  Dinner  was  served 
at  the  church,  followed  by  the  afternoon 
service  conducted  by  visiting  ministers. 
The  evening  service  included  sacred  music 
presented  by  the  male  chorus  of  the 
Meyersdale  church.  A  special  offering  was 
lifted  at  all  three  services  for  our  building 
fund.  Other  projects  to  raise  money  for 
the  building  fund  during  the  year  were  a 
box  social  held  by  the  young  people,  a 
bazaar  and  a  bake  sale  by  the  women's 
work  and  a  measuring  party  held  for  the 
entire  congregation.  At  a  recent  council 
meeting  we  decided  to  start  the  construc- 
tion of  our  new  church  building. — Ruth 
Buckle,  Cumberland,  Md. 

Westminster.  —  The  women's  fellowship 
prepared  a  large  number  of  towel  kits  and 
pieces  for  peace.  They  have  also  been 
active  in  tying  comforters  for  relief.  Their 
project  for  the  year  is  an  attempt  to  place 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  New 
Testament  in  every  home.  Elder  George 
Early  was  confined  to  his  home  for  almost 
four  months.  On  Dec.  4  Bro.  J.  Henry 
Long  gave  an  illustrated  sermon  on  the 
needs   of  Europe.     On   Christmas  morning 
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our  choir  presented  a  concert  of  special 
Christmas  music  followed  by  a  one-minute 
meditation  by  the  pastor.  The  children's 
Sunday-school  Christmas  program  was  held 
on  the  evening  before  Christmas.  On  Jan. 
1  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  former  pastor  of 
our  church,  was  the  speaker  for  a  com- 
munity vesper  service  in  our  church. 
Twenty-three  of  our  members  participated 
in  a  community  leadership  training  school 
held  in  our  church  Jan.  10 — Feb.  14.  On 
Feb.  12  our  youth  fellowship  was  host  to 
the  district  youth  round  table  held  in  the 
high  school  auditorium.  They  participated 
in  the  production  of  the  drama,  John 
Kline,  a  Brother  in  Reality,  produced  by 
the  youth  fellowship  of  the  Westminster 
subdistrict.  The  offering  for  Camp  Peniel 
was  in  excess  of  $160.  In  the  morning  of 
Feb.  12  Elders  Jacob  Hollinger,  Edward 
Bixler  and  George  Early  participated  in 
the  ordination  of  Pastor  and  Sister  Bom- 
berger  to  the  eldership.  At  present  our 
pastor  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the  local 
Red  Cross  campaign,  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  Westminster  ministerium,  treasurer 
of  the  Carroll  County  ministerial  associa- 
tion and  adult  adviser  of  the  subdistrict 
youth  fellowship.  The  regional  peace  cara- 
van spent  Feb.  4-10  in  our  church.  On  Feb. 
15  Dr.  A.  J.  Muste  spoke  in  our  church 
under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.  On  Feb.  28  our  young 
adult  class  held  its  banquet  with  Robert  F. 
Eshelman  of  Elizabethtown  College  as  the 
speaker.  Our  Lenten  program  will  include 
the  films,  Like  a  Mighty  Army,  God  Is  My 
Landlord  and  Journey  Into  Faith.  We  will 
also  have  an  Easter  cantata,  The  Words  on 
the  Cross.  The  community  three-hour 
Good  Friday  service  will  be  held  in  our 
church.  A  directional  sign  pointing  the 
way  to  our  church  has  been  erected  at  the 
main  street  of  the  town. — Elsie  Bowman 
Yohn,  Westminster,  Md. 

Michigan 
Ozark. — A  Christmas  program  was  pre- 
sented by  the  younger  Sunday-school 
classes.  The  ladies'  aid  made  cloth  toys  for 
the  small  children.  They  also  had  a  food 
shower  and  the  men  cut  wood  for  a  neigh- 
bor who  is  sick.  Our  Sunday  school  agreed 
to  send  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  American 
Bible  Society  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Fund.  The  Sunday  school 
is  helping  to  support  one  of  the  Ebey  chil- 
dren in  Puerto  Rico.  The  Sunday  school 
purchased  twelve  small  chairs  for  the  be- 
ginners class  and  Bro.  E.  A.  Ball  has  con- 
sented to  make  a  table  for  the  class.  A 
piano  was  purchased  for  the  church  re- 
cently.— Mrs.  Howard  Lovegrove,  Ozark, 
Mich. 

Minnesota 
Guthrie.— Brother  and  Sister  O.  E.  Stern, 
who  had  served  the  church  for  three  years, 
resigned.  Mrs.  Eva  Brallier  served  as  our 
pastor  until  Christmas.  During  the  winter 
months  we  have  been  having  regular  Sun- 
day-school services  in  the  homes.  Bro. 
Vernon  Powell,  acting  as  elder-in-charge, 
conducted  a  special  church  council  meet- 
ing at  which  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Soothoff  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnel  Byer 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  meeting  monthly  and 
has  been  gathering  clothing  and  making 
comforters  for  relief.  Recently  150  pounds 
were  sent  to  Nappanee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Duncanson  of  Lewiston  have  been 
licensed  to  the  ministry  and  will  serve 
their  first  pastorate  at  Guthrie  beginning 
March  1.— Mrs.  Neil  Eller,  Guthrie,  Minn. 

Missouri 
Kansas  City.— Our  pastor  and  his  family 
attended  the  regional  conference  at  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas.  The  Christmas  choir 
presented  a  cantata  under  the  direction  of 
Kay  Davis  with  Ruth  Sherman  at  the  pi- 
ano. A  recording  was  made  of  this  pro- 
gram to  play  to  shut-ins  and  sick  folks. 
Bro.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill  of  Bethany  Bibli- 
cal Seminary  held  a  two-day  music  insti- 
tute here  in  co-operation  with  the  First 
Central    church    of    Kansas    City,    Kansas, 
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Jan.  13-15.  A  Brethren  Service  offering, 
amounting  to  sixty  dollars,  was  lifted  on 
Jan.  29.  Our  church  participated  in  the 
city-wide  church  census.  On  Feb.  12  our 
pastor  exchanged  pulpits  with  Rev.  E.  E. 
Chappelle,  a  Baptist  Negro  minister,  in 
observance  of  Race  Relations  Sunday.  The 
women's  work  is  busy  quilting.  Our  church 
recently  purchased  seventy-five  new  hym- 
nals and  twenty-five  were  bought  by  the 
Great  Endeavor  class. — Mrs.  Gertrude 
Gaba,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Rockingham. — We  are  enjoying  the  fel- 
lowship of  a  DP  couple  and  their  child. 
They  came  to  us  from  Yugoslavia  and  have 
been  with  us  for  about  five  weeks.  We  are 
grateful  to  Bro.  Henry  Mankey,  our  pastor, 
for  sharing  the  parsonage  with  these  folks. 
Our  church  is  starting  some  needed  work 
on  the  basement.  We  plan  to  put  in  a  pres- 
sure system,  sink  and  drain.  We  are  also 
waterproofing  the  walls  and  painting  them. 
Our  tables  will  be  repaired.  The  ladies'  aid 
plans  to  finance  a  large  part  of  this  work; 
the  men's  work  will  see  that  the  work  gets 
done. — Mrs.  Floyd  Hawkins,  Stet,  Mo. 

Ohio 

Canton,  Maple  Avenue. — On  the  evening 
of  Dec.  11  Gladys  Doerschuk  gave  a  talk 
on  Brethren  Service.  On  Dec.  21  the  chil- 
dren's department  held  a  Christmas  party 
in  the  afternoon.  On  the  morning  of  Dec. 
25  the  children's  program  was  presented 
and  in  the  evening  Dr.  Richard  Yocum  gave 
us  a  talk  on  Alcatraz,  of  which  he  is  in 
charge.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  had  edu- 
cational pictures,  shown  by  Jim  Low,  and 
an  hour  of  devotion.  On  Jan.  1  Bro.  Arno 
Holderreed  of  West  Manchester  delivered 
the  evening  message.  On  Jan.  22  and  Feb. 
5  the  Happy  Homemakers  class  had  charge 
of  the  evening  service.  On  Jan.  15  we 
were  saddened  by  the  sudden  death  of 
Ira  Dickerhoof,  one  of  our  loyal  deacons. 
We  were  presented  with  a  velvet  drape  for 
our  pulpit  in  his  memory.  On  Feb.  5  two 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
letter.  We  have  a  large  group  of  Alcoholics 
Anoymous  members  coming  to  Sunday 
school  and  church.  On  Feb.  8  the  quarterly 
district  ministerial  meeting  was  held  in  our 
church.  Pius  Gibble  gave  a  book  study  of 
the  Gospel  of  St.  John  and  Edward  Culler 
talked  on  Anointing  for  Healing.  We  are 
taking  up  the  Book  of  John  at  our  midweek 
service. — Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Toledo,  First. — Bro.  Walter  F.  Berkebile 
of  Rockwood,  Pa.,  conducted  a  one-week 
revival  and,  as  a  result,  one  person  con- 
fessed Christ  and  is  awaiting  baptism.  The 
choir  recently  purchased  new  robes.  On 
Christmas  morning  a  cantata,  Chimes  of 
the  Holy  Night,  was  presented.  We  con- 
ducted a  mission  school  in  January,  which 
lasted  for  four  Sunday  nights.  The  chil- 
dren studied  Japan  while  the  adults  con- 
centrated on  India  and  Africa.  After  a  pot- 
luck  supper  each  Sunday  evening  an  ap- 
propriate mission  picture  was  shown.  The 
mens'  work  put  a  new  roof  on  the  Sunday- 
school  building.  Other  improvements  in- 
clude a  gas  burner  for  the  parsonage  and 
the  redecoration  of  the  church  auditorium. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Bro. 
Charles  D.  Bonsack  with  us  March  19-26. — 
Doris  Stutzman,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Union  City.  —  On  Dec.  11  Bro.  Moyne 
Landis  conducted  installation  services  for 
our  pastor  and  his  wife.  Brother  and 
Sister  Kenneth  Long.  Following  these 
services,  open  house  was  held  at  the  newly 
purchased  parsonage.  Bro.  Long  has  just 
finished  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  weekly  to 
knot  comforters  for  relief,  to  sew  for  Beth- 
any and  to  quilt.  An  infant  shower  was 
held  for  Kassel,  Germany,  and  gifts  were 
sent  to  the  Ernest  Shulls  in  India.  A  group 
of  men  attended  the  district  key  workers' 
meeting  at  the  Middle  District  church. 
New  chairs,  tables  and  a  picture  display 
board  have  been  purchased  for  the  chil- 
dren's department.  The  Golden  Rule  class 
sponsored  some  of  these  projects  and  met 
at  the  church  basement  to  paint  the  walls 
and  woodwork.  On  Dec.  18  the  junior  and 
senior  choirs  presented  Christmas  music 
and  slides.   Recently  the  junior  choir  sang 


for  the  old  folks'  home  at  Greenville,  after 
which  Bro.  Long  delivered  the  message. 
The  adult  choir  is  now  preparing  a  cantata, 
Sunrise  Over  Calvary,  for  Easter.  During 
the  next  few  months  a  committee  hopes 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  money  that  can 
be  raised  from  our  congregation  for  an 
organ  fund.  A  weekly  prayer  fellowship 
has  been  organized.  Bro.  Long  has  filled 
the  pulpit  at  Poplar  Grove  during  the 
absence  of  their  pastor.  Our  church  co- 
operated in  the  ,  Week  of  Prayer  services 
held  at  the  Methodist  church.  The  popular 
union  Wednesday  night  Lenten  services 
are  being  held  at  the  Christian  church. 
Bro.  Moyne  Landis  was  the  speaker  on 
Feb.  23.  Three  mission  emphasis  Sunday 
nights  were  observed  in  January:  Mrs. 
Ray  Petersime  reported  on  her  recent  trip 
to  Europe,  the  film,  Kenjii  Comes  Home, 
was  shown  and  a  fellowship  supper  was 
followed  by  a  Brethren  Service  talk  by 
Erich  Hofmann,  a  student  at  Manchester 
College. — Mrs.  Rachel  Keltner,  Union  City, 
Ind. 

Woodworth. — The  children's  department 
of  the  Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas 
program  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25.  A 
Christmas  offering  of  fifty-seven  dollars 
was  received  for  home  missions.  Eighteen 
Christmas  cheer  baskets  were  sent  to  needy 
families  and  shut-ins  of  the  community. 
Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Jan.  6,  with  Elder  W.  A.  Petry  in 
charge.  Bro.  A.  N.  Royer  and  his  wife 
and  Bro.  Kenneth  Garver  and  his  wife 
were  installed  as  deacons.  The  CBYF  have 
been  studying  the  book,  Homebuilders  of 
Tomorrow,  and  the  story  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  The  men  completed  pur- 
chasing an  electric  organ  and  installed  it 
in  the  church.  A  dedication  service  was 
held  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  5.  The  or- 
ganist of  the  Hammond  Company  presented 
a  recital  for  the  church  and  community  in 
the  afternoon.  Their  next  project  is  the 
purchasing  of  a  projector  for  the  church. 
The   various   women's   organizations   have 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin.  111. 

No.  427.  Wanted:  Brethren  couple  to 
take  over  24-acre  farm  near  Emmitsburg, 
Md.,  as  their  own,  in  exchange  for  keeping 
up  the  place  for  owner  who  works  in  Balti- 
more. Ideal  for  truck  farm  or  chickens. 
Located  on  main  highway,  9-room  home, 
outhouse,  garage.  Not  on  salary  or  shares. 
Would  sell  at  low  price  or  give  option  to 
buy  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
22  S.  State  St„  Elgin,  111. 

No.  428.  For  sale:  120-acre  farm,  5-room 
bungalow,  large  barn,  chicken  house, 
double  garage,  other  outbuildings,  all  in 
good  repair.  On  gravel  road,  Vi  mile  from 
Brethren  church,  3  miles  to  town.  Posses- 
sion March  1.  Write:  Clyde  Hodgden,  R. 
4,  Erie,  Kansas. 

No.  429.  Wanted:  Brethren  man,  single, 
to  help  on  small  farm  through  winter 
months  or  until  fully  employed,  in  ex- 
change for  room  and  board.  Should  have 
car.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  430.  Would  like  to  locate  on  poultry 
farm  or  general  farm  on  shares.  Willing  to 
work  up,  Brethren,  34  years,  single.  Write: 
Ralph  E.  Jelf,  6659  Apple  Rd.,  R.  4,  Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 

No.  431.  Wanted:  Young,  widowed  moth- 
er of  two  small  sons  needs  home  and  prop- 
er training  for  boys.  In  exchange  can  do 
office  work,  practical  nursing,  play  several 
musical  instruments,  teach,  keep  house, 
willing  to  learn  any  kind  of  work.  Write: 
P.  O.  Box  934,  Newport  News,  Va. 


A    Library   of    Brethren    Fiction 


Anna  Elizabeth 


by  Lucile  Long.  $1.50. 


Twelve-year-old,  mentally  alert,  red-haired  Anna  Eliza- 
beth Landis  was  the  oldest  of  a  large  family  of  children 
in  a  Brethren  home  in  Pennsylvania  two  centuries  ago. 
This  stqry  tells  about  life  in  that  long-ago  time,  and  es- 
pecially about  the  experiences  of  Anna  Elizabeth,  who 

found  life  complicated  and  perplexing  but  very  interesting.    Illustrated  by  Inez 

Goughnour  Long. 
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Anna  Elizabeth,  Seventeen 
by  Lucile  Long.  $2.00. 

After  five  years  Anna  Elizabeth  had  become  a  young 
lady  almost  ready  to  marry  her  childhood  sweetheart. 
The  summer  before  her  marriage  she  worked  away  from 
home,  came  in  contact  with  English-speaking  people 
and  in  general  broadened  her  outlook  on  life.  Illus- 
trated by  Ruth  Weimer. 

(When  ordered  together  the  two  Anna  Elizabeth  books  may  be  had  for  $2.25) 

SnowBall  Comes  to  the  Early  Family 
by  Desmond  W.  Biilinger.  $1.00. 

John,  Evelyn,  Ben  and  Bill  Early  were  normal,  healthy, 
wholesome,  fun-loving  children  who  lived  with  their 
parents  on  a  farm  in  the  Appalachian  Mountains  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  SnowBall,  their 
pet  lamb,  played  a  prominent  part  in  their  lives.  A  delightful  story  of  life  in  a 
Brethren  family  about  four  decades  ago.    Illustrated  by  Zeta  Rodgers  Brandt. 

Little  Red  Hummy 

by  Myrtle  Crist  Porter.  $1.25. 

Henry  and  Mary  Frantz,  the  children  of  Brethren  home- 
steaders on  the  western  Kansas  prairie,  lived  in  a  sod 
house.  Whitey  was  their  pet  hummy  (calf).  They  ex- 
perienced the  typical  hardships  and  joys  of  pioneer 
childhood.  The  story,  based  on  actual  incidents  in  the 
author's  family,  is  an  authentic  portrayal  of  Brethren 
life  in  western  Kansas  in  the  1890's.    Illustrated  by  Paul  Dailey 
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Whither  Thou  Goest 

by  Ruth  B.  Siailer.   $2.50. 

A  distinctive  and  thoroughly  enjoyable  novel  of  life  in 
a  Church  of  the  Brethren  parsonage.  The  whole  range 
of  human  experience — birth  and  death,  youth  and  age, 
sickness  and  health,  sin  and  righteousness,  joy  and  sor- 
row, laughter  and  weeping  —  is  represented  as  the  for- 
tunes and  misfortunes  of  Pastor  John  Keller  and  his 
family  are  traced. 
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been  quilting,  sewing,  etc.  They  have 
sponsored  several  fellowship  meetings  this 
quarter.  Two  persons  have  been  received 
by  baptism  since  our  last  report.  Our  first 
Hour  of  Power  service  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  16.  We  expect  to  observe 
Manchester  day  on  March  5. — Mrs.  Clyde 
Mulligan,  Poland,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Chambersburg. — Our  church  was  host  to 
the  Southern  Pennsylvania  district  meet- 
ing. On  Dec.  4  the  district  music  commit- 
tee sponsored  a  music  festival  at  our 
church  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  George 
Detweiler  of  Waynesboro.  Choral  groups 
from  the  participating  churches  provided 
the  music.  The  annual  Christmas  play, 
sposored  by  the  CBYF,  was  presented  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  The  play  chosen 
was  Why  Christmas?  and  was  directed  by 
Sister  Margie  Foust.  On  Jan.  8  Bro.  John 
Rowland  of  Greencastle  was  our  guest 
speaker.  Jan.  22  marked  the  close  of  a  suc- 
cessful revival  service  in  our  church  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  of  Altoona. 
As  a  result,  twenty-six  persons  were  bap- 
tized into  our  church.  Since  our  last  report, 
thirty  persons  have  been  received  by  bap- 
tism and  eight  by  letter. — Frances  O.  Ni- 
carry,   Chambersburg,   Pa. 

Hollidaysburg. — Since  we  have  been 
without  a  pastor,  our  pulpit  has  been  filled 
by  Brethren  Levi  Zeigler,  David  Hanawalt, 
Tobias  Henry,  C.  O.  Beery,  J.  M.  Blough, 
F.  J.  Byer,  our  elder,  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler, 
and  the  writer.  Bro.  Daniel  C.  Haldeman 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  conducted 
services  for  us  on  Dec.  18  and  was  chosen 
as  our  new  pastor.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  pre-Easter  services  to  be  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Haldeman,  followed  by  our 
love  feast  on  Easter  evening.  The  Halde- 
mans  will  begin  their  pastorate  in  June  and 
we  look  forward  to  a  progressive  program 
under  their  guidance.  Mrs.  Kenneth  K'an 
brought  us  an  interesting  message  on  the 
problems  of  China.  On  Christmas  morning 
the  young  people  presented  a  Christmas 
program.  We  have  a  very  active  CBYF 
group.  Our  church  bulletin,  a  regular  Sun- 
day feature,  is  being  continued  by  the  mu- 
sic committee  and  Bro.  Elmer  Brubaker. — 
Chester  N.  Baird,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Lower  Conewago. — A  very  impressive 
service  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Jan. 
29  at  the  Bermudian  church,  Lower  Cone- 
wago congregation.  Sister  Grace  Clapper 
gave  a  missionary  message,  after  which 
Bro.  Robert  Cocklin  licensed  O.  Wayne 
Cook  and  Glenn  Julius  to  the  ministry. 
Both  young  men  come  from  Brethren  back- 
grounds. Bro.  Cook  was  a  grandson  of  the 
late  Elder  Oliver  Cook  and  Bro.  Julius  a 
grandson  of  Elder  G.  W.  Harlacher,  who 
was  an  elder  in  charge  of  the  congregation 
at  the  time  of  his  death. — Ruth  Murphy 
Harlacher,   Dover,   Pa. 

Maple  Spring. — The  work  at  Maple 
Spring  continues  to  grow  numerically  and 
spiritually.  Since  our  last  report,  four 
members  have  been  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism  and  three  by  letter.  At  our 
church  council  on  Feb.  6  one  of  our  young 
men,  Bro.  Walter  Blough,  was  called  to  the 
ministry.  He  was  licensed  for  one  year 
the  following  Sunday  morning.  At  the 
same  council  plans  for  the  proposed  addi- 
tion to  the  church  were  presented  and  ap- 
proved. When  completed,  it  will  provide 
the  needed  extra  room  for  our  love  feast 
services,  ten  additional  Sunday-school 
rooms  and  a  Sunday-school  office.  On  Jan. 
9  a  group  from  the  Westmont  church  pre- 
sented a  musical  cantata  in  our  church. 
Our  church  participated  in  the  Week  of 
Prayer  services  with  the  Jerome  Lutheran 
church  and  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 
We  have  recently  organized  a  class  for 
young  married  people  in  our  Sunday 
school.— Mrs.  John  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple, 
Pa. 

Marlinsburg.— Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  India 
missionary,  spoke  in  our  church  on  Dec. 
11.  The  primaries  and  juniors  had  charge 
of  the  opening  for  the  Christmas  morning 
preaching  service.    A  candlelighting  serv- 


APRIL    8,    1950 


31 


MY    NEW   ADDRESS    IS 


Name 


R.  D.  or  St. 


P.  O Zone 


College  held  a  Bible  institute.  Twenty 
pupils  in  the  junior  department  recently 
received  Bibles  as  gifts  from  the  Sunday 
school.  On  Feb.  12  Bro.  David  Gibble  of 
Chiques  delivered  a  very  challenging  mis- 
sionary message. — Mildred  Miller,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Oakdale. — The  work  has  been  progressing 
under  the  direction  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
S.  K.  Bowser.  Brethren  Fred  Hetrick, 
George  Bright  and  Arthur  Shumaker  were 
chosen  as  deacons.  Since  our  last  letter, 
our  church  and  parsonage  exteriors  have 
been  painted;  other  repairs  and  remodel- 
ing have  been  done.  Our  revival  meeting 
was  held  with  Bro.  Fred  Hollingshead,  our 
former  summer  pastor,  as  the  evangelist. 
As  a  result  nine  persons  were  baptized. 
A  Chris'tmas  program  by  the  children  and 
young  people  was  presented  to  a  large 
audience  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  25.  The 
offering  lifted  for  'world-wide  missions 
amounted  to  $58.82.  Our  women's  work  has 
been  collecting  clothing  to  ship  to  New 
Windsor.  They  are  busy  quilting  at  the 
State  present  time.    We   have   an   active   CBYF, 

and  a  junior  CBYF  has  recently  been  or- 
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ice  and  carol  singing  were  sponsored  by 
the  CBYF.  A  play,  Memories,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  women's  missionary  society 
and  a  cantata,  The  King  of  Israel,  was  also 
presented.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  on  Dec.  30,  with  A.  K.  Rosewell  as 
the  speaker.  Sister  M.  G.  Wilson  attended 
the  conference  for  district  directors  and 
children's  cabinet  members  of  the  Eastern 
and  Southeastern  Regions  held  at  New 
Windsor  Dec.  3 — Jan.  1.  The  men's  work 
organization  holds  monthly  meetings.  On 
Jan.  25  Raymond  Sollenberger  of  the  Juni- 
ata College  faculty  was  the  speaker  and 
Cassel  Coffman  of  Hollidaysburg  was  the 
soloist.  The  primary  and  junior  missionary 
groups  completed  their  study  on  migrants 
and  made  a  contribution  of  twenty-five 
dollars  for  the  migrants.  The  groups  have 
now  begun  the  study  of  Japan.  The  wom- 
en's missionary  society  will  hold  its  annual 
luncheon  with  a  program  on  Feb.  13.  The 
district  missionary  director,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Werking,  will  be  present.  Bro.  M.  J. 
Brougher  conducted  our  revival  services 
Jan.  16-27  and,  as  a  result,  thirty-three 
persons  were  baptized  at  the  evening  serv- 
ice on  Jan.  29.  Following  the  baptism  each 
member  was  given  a  lighted  candle  sym- 
bolizing his  becoming  a  light  in  the  world. 
Previous  to  the  revival  three  persons  were 
baptized,  making  the  total  number  forty- 
two  received  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  con- 
ducted a  Bible  institute  in  our  church 
on  Feb.  10-12.  He  also  spoke  on  Sunday 
afternoon  at  the  closing  session  of  the 
community  leadership  training  school  of 
which  Pastor  M.  G.  Wilson  was  dean. — 
Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Mount  Joy.  —  Brother  and  Sister  Daryl 
Parker  and  their  sons  have  transferred 
their  membership  from  here  to  their  new 
location  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Helena  Kruger 
spoke  to  us  on  the  subject  of  displaced 
persons.  We  entertained  the  Greensburg 
ministerium  and  their  wives  with  a  chicken 
dinner.  The  church  purchased  a  new  ad- 
dressograph  for  the  pastor's  use  and  we 
are  now  mailing  weekly  bulletins  to  more 
than  one  hundred  families.  Our  father 
and  son  banquet  was  held  the  last  of 
November.  Two  Christmas  programs  were 
presented  on  Christmas  Day.  A  sixty- 
passenger  bus  has  been  purchased  by  the 
church  and  is  in  use  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing. We  have  decided  to  participate  in  the 
national  teaching  mission,  which  will  be 
held  in  our  community  in  September.  We 
are  pleased  with  our  new  congregational 
yearbook.  Our  women  have  been  active  in 
relief  work.  Missionary  Wendell  Flory 
spoke  to  our  congregation  on  Jan.  31.    Our 


pastor,  Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter,  has  pre- 
sented religious  films  in  quite  a  few 
churches  during  the  past  several  months. — 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Showalter,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 
Mounlville. — Since  our  last  report,  Bro. 
Peter  Heisey,  Robert  Young  and  A.  Stauffer 
Curry  were  recent  guest  speakers.  Visit- 
ing Brethren  at  our  love  feast  were  John 
Ebersole  of  Salunga  and  Vernon  Grimm  of 
Hanover.  A  visitation  program  was  spon- 
sored before  our  revival  meetings,  which 
were  held  by  Bro.  Robert  Hess  of  Chiques. 
At  Christmastime  fifty  fruit  baskets  from 
the  Sunday  school  were  distributed  to  the 
sick  and  aged  of  our  community  and  thir- 
ty-two towel  kits  were  sent  to  New  Wind- 
sor. Three  hundred  dollars  were  given  to 
the  needy  of  the  world  through  our  Christ- 
mas sharing  program,  The  CBYF  presented 
the  pageant.  Babe  of  Bethlehem.  On  Jan. 
2  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  the  minis- 
ters' meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  in 
our  church.  The  peace  caravan  representa- 
tives, Stanley  Barkdoll  of  Michigan  and 
Ralph  Dull  of  Ohio,  were  with  us  on  Jan. 
13-19.  A  few  months  ago  the  young  adult 
group  was  organized.  At  our  recent  bi- 
monthly meeting  Brother  and  Sister  Robert 
Hess  of  Chiques  led  a  discussion  on  Chris- 
tian homemaking.  The  making  of  ten  com- 
forters for  relief  has  been  one  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  our  aid  society  this  winter.  On 
Jan.  29  Bro.  Ezra  Bucher  of  Elizabethtown 


ganized. — Virginia  L.  Hetrick,  New  Bethle- 
hem, Pa. 

Virginia 
New  Bethel. — Our  church  work  is  mov- 
ing along  very  nicely  under  the  leadership 
of  Bro.  I.  D.  Hoy.  He  is  with  us  every 
fourth  Sunday.  We  held  a  business  meet- 
ing to  elect  two  deacons.  Our  ladies'  aid 
sponsored  the  buying  of  a  communion  set. 
Bro.  Crumpacker,  a  missionary  from 
China,  visited  our  church  and  showed 
slides  and  lectured  on  life  in  China.  Our 
offering  on  the  following  Sunday  morning 
was  for  missions.  Our  Sunday  school  had 
a  Christmas  tree  on  Dec.  23.  Bro.  Hoy 
filled  his  regular  appointment  on  Jan.  22 
and  an  offering  was  received  for  missions. 
In  the  afternoon  Bro.  Hoy  held  an  anoint- 
ing service  for  Bro.  Lester  Owen. — Mrs. 
Robert  L.  Watson,  Chatham,  Va. 

Wisconsin 

Stanley. — The  Stanley,  Maple  Grove  and 
Worden  young  people  are  working  together 
nicely  and  have  organized  a  CBYF.  They 
meet  for  Bible  study  and  a  social  hour 
every  two  weeks.  They  presented  a  mu- 
sical program  at  the  Stanley  church  at 
Christmas  time.  There  was  a  watch-night 
party  at  the  parsonage  on  Dec.  31.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Walter  Miller  have  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  the  Maple  Grove 
church  and  expect  to  be  moving  to  it  on 
April  1.  On  Jan.  14  Bro.  Geo.  Harvey, 
who  is  attending  Bethany  Seminary,  was 
with  us  and  delivered  the  sermon.  The 
Stanley  aid  society  has  pieced  and  com- 
pleted ten  comforters  and  eleven  baby 
quilts  for  relief.— Mrs.  Nora  Winkler,  Stan- 
ley, Wis. 
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LOOKIHG  UP 


TWO  of  America's  young  citizens  stand  within  the  Lincoln  Memorial  at  Washington, 
D.C.  At  their  right  is  the  massive  statue  of  Lincoln  seated  in  expectant  meditation. 
They  are  looking  up  to  read  his  famous  words,  "It  is  rather  for  us  the  living  to  be 
dedicated  here  to  an   unfinished  work.   .   ." 

The  work  of  finding  freedom,  freedom  for  all  men  everywhere,  is  unfinished.  That 
fact  gives  to  each  one  of  us  a  challenging  task.  Youth  like  those  pictured  here  must 
keep  working   at  it. 

Let   us  keep   on   looking   up. 
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India  is  supplying  nearly  500,000 
doses  of  anti-smallpox  vaccine  to 
Burma  at  the  latter's  request.  The 
transaction  is  being  handled  through 
the  World  Health  Office  in  Delhi. 

Twenty-five  Danish  farm  youths 
arrived  in  the  United  States  recently 
for  a  year  on  American  farms.  Seek- 
ing to  build  friendship  among  the 
peoples  of  the  world,  the  program 
is  sponsored  by  four  national  farm 
organizations.  It  is  hoped  to  expand 
it  to  include  other  nationalities, 
among  them  German  and  Japanese. 

William  H.  Hasiie,  former  gov- 
ernor of  the  Virgin  Islands  who  has 
moved  up  to  an  important  judgeship, 
appointed  Miss  Edith  G.  Jackson  ex- 
tension home  demonstration  agent, 
as  his  last  official  action  as  governor. 
Miss  Jackson  is  the  first  native  Negro 
Virgin  Islander  to  hold  such  an 
office.  (WP) 

The  winner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace 
declamation  contest,  held  annually 
by  the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches, 
was  Marcia  Hickman,  a  Van  Wert 
high  school  girl.  Forty-three  hun- 
dred boys  and  girls  competed  this 
year  in  this  contest,  the  finals  of 
which  are  held  at  the  pastors'  con- 
vention. First  prize  is  a  four-year 
free  tuition  college  scholarship  and 
$200. 


Mental  hygiene  centers  were 
opened  the  first  of  the  year  to  the 
public  in  all  district  capitals  and 
some  smaller  towns  of  Poland.  Their 
services  comprise  not  only  medical 
aid  but  treatment  to  persons  affected 
with  psychic  disorders  as  well  as  to 
alcoholics  and  drug  addicts.  There 
is  also  vocational  guidance  and 
counseling  in  child  psychology. 

The  Japanese  Christian  Peace  So- 
ciety is  actively  seeking  to  cultivate 
"friendly  relations  among  all  classes 
of  people  and  various  races,  and  to 
foster  international  goodwill  and 
harmony."  It  numbers  many  prom- 
inent figures  among  its  members. 
The  society  does  not  seek  to  enter 
politics.  After  a  study  of  peace  is- 
sues, it  does  make  recommendations 
to  the  appropriate  bodies.  (WP) 

Three  million  women  and  girls  are 
preparing  for  national  Y.W.C.A. 
week,  April  23-29.  The  theme  of 
the  week  is  A  Better  World  Begins 
With  You— Join  the  Y.W.C.A.  The 
events  scheduled  in  the  towns  and 
cities  throughout  the  land  are: 
Y.W.C.A.  Sunday  in  the  churches, 
the  23rd;  open  house  receptions,  the 
24th;  community  day,  the  25th; 
World's  Y.W.C.A.  membership  day, 
the  26th;  Y.W.C.A.  wives  achieve- 
ment day,  the  27th;  and  Y-Teen  day, 
the  28th. 


Resolution  of  the  National  Temperance  and 
Prohibition  Council 


The  National  Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Council  meets  annually  for  conference;  it 
.consists  of  twenty-two  temperance  organi- 
zations. The  following  resolution  was 
adopted   at   the    1950   meeting: 

Forasmuch  as  there  is  widespread  con- 
fusion concerning  the  exact  meaning  of 
"temperance,"   and 

Whereas,  the  American  people,  despite 
a  slight  decrease  in  alcohol  sales  last  year, 
are  still  consuming  132%  more  of  beer 
and  400%  more  of  hard  liquor,  per  capita, 
than  during  the  early  period  of  repeal; 
and 

Whereas,  many  of  the  great  TV  and 
radio  chains  will  undoubtedly  accelerate 
the  40%  crime  increase  through  the 
glamorous  use  of  suggestive  wet  dramas; 
and 

Since,  the  temperance  forces  of  America 
are  now  convinced  that  victory  over  the 
evils  of  alcohol  must  be  obtained  through 
creative  Christian  action,  now,  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  by  the  members  of  the 
National  Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Council, 

First:  That  we,  and  all  of  our  co-operat- 
ing agencies,  unequivocally  take  our  stand 
for  total  abstinence,  and  declare  this  to  be 
the  true  definition  of  temperance. 

Second:  That  while  we  welcome  the  full 
and  fair  revelations  of  science  on  the  ac- 
tions  of   alcohol  in  the  human   body,   we 


charge  our  people  to  remember  that  the 
scientific  and  physiological  aspects  of  this 
narcotic  drug  must  be  interpreted  in  the 
light  of  their  ethical  and  moral  effects  upon 
men  and  society. 

Third:  That  we  request  all  denominations 
to  agree  upon  some  annual  day  of  commit- 
ment, when  the  people  of  every  faith  shall 
be  challenged  to  take  this  high  ground 
of  personal  total  abstinence. 

Fourth:  That  we  heartily  commend  those 
states  and  colleges  which  are  establishing 
departments  of  alcohol  education,  and  urge 
thai  a  systematic  plan  of  education  be 
adopted  in  all  the  public  schools  of  Amer- 
ica, thus  using  every  possible  means  of 
so  impressing  the  facts  of  alcohol  upon 
the  consciousness  of  men  that  our  youth 
may  be  enlisted  in  new  adventures  of 
wholesome  living. 

Fifth:  That  we  heartily  commend  the 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  courageous 
ministers  whose  congregations  are  receiv- 
ing fearless  and  positive  presentations  of 
truth  concerning  the  Christian's  attitude 
and  action  toward  alcohol. 

Sixth:  That  we  encourage  every  partici- 
pating member  of  The  National  Temper- 
ance and  Prohibition  Council  to  renew 
emphasis  upon  the  importance  of,  prepara- 
tion for,  and  effective  follow-up  of  World 
Temperance  Sunday. 

— Clipsheet. 
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Purity    of    heart,    Bible    reading, 
prayer,  service — by  these  means 
we  feed  and  strengthen  our  spir- 
itual life 


THE  most  important  decision 
made  at  the  Ocean  Grove 
Conference  was  to  place  em- 
phasis this  year  on  Deepening 
the  Spiritual  Life;  for  the  great- 
est need  of  the  church  today  is 
not  money  or  organization  or 
leadership,  necessary  as  all  these 
are;  the  greatest  need  is  the  full- 
ness of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  all 
know  that  there  can  be  no  real 
advance  in  the  work  of  the 
church  without  the  power  of  the 
Spirit.  Organization  cannot 
bring  it  about;  money  and  effort 


cannot  do  it.  Without  steam  in 
the  boiler  the  engine  stands  help- 
less on  the  track;  so  without  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  the  church  is 
helpless  in  the  world.  "Ye  shall 
receive  power  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  come  upon  you"  (Acts 
1:8).  This  is  the  thing  which 
distinguishes  the  church  from 
the  world:  the  Spirit  of  God 
whom  the  world  cannot  receive. 
But  in  this  modern  age  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  the 
church  and  the  world  has  grown 
so  dim  in  many  places  that  it 


behooves  the  church  to  give  the 
most  earnest  heed  to  this  matter. 
However,  the  church  consists  of 
many  members.  If  the  church  is 
to  be  spiritual  the  members  must 
be  spiritual;  hence,  this  becomes 
the  responsibility  of  every  in- 
dividual member.  "For  as  many 
as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
they  are  the  sons  of  God"  (Rom. 
8:  14).  Paul  says:  "Be  filled  with 
the  Spirit"  (Eph.  5:18).  If  any 
one  desires  to  be  spiritual  it  is 
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imperative  for  him  to  seek  the 
fullness  of  the  Spirit,  for  it  is  im- 
possible to  be  spiritual  without 
it .  This  is  the  sine  qua  non  of  the 
spiritual  life. 

Now  how  can  we  become  filled 
with  the  Spirit?  Let  us  consider 
some  of  the  necessary  conditions 
and  important  aids. 

Purity  of  Heart 

The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  Spirit 
of  holiness;  hence,  he  cannot 
dwell  in  an  impure  heart.  We 
must  remember,  too,  that  he  is 
a  person;  therefore,  it  is  more 
proper  to  ask  how  much  of  us 
does  the  Spirit  have  rather  than 
to  ask  how  much  of  the  Spirit  we 
have.  It  is  a  self-evident  truth 
that  only  empty  vessels  can  be 
filled;  therefore  the  first  step  to 
Spirit-filling  is  to  become  empty 
and  clean  from  everything  that 
is  opposed  to  the  character  of  the 
Spirit.  For  the  sake  of  clarity 
we  will  consider  this  under  three 
heads: 

Self.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
enemy  most  of  us  have  is  self, 
for  self  desires  to  remain  the 
ruler  of  our  lives.  Christ  knew 
this;  he  said:  "If  any  man  would 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  him- 
self" (Matt.  16:24).  As  long  as 
self  rules  our  lives  there  is  no 
room  for  the  Spirit.  Self  must  be 
crucified,  as  Paul  says:  "I  have 
been  crucified  with  Christ;  and 
it  is  no  longer  I  that  live,  but 
Christ  liveth  in  me"  (Gal.  2:  20). 
We  must  learn  to  say  "no"  to 
self,  for  it  seeks  its  own  rather 
than  another's  good;  it  seeks  to 
receive  but  not  to  give;  it  seeks 
to  satisfy  the  flesh  and  this  is 
selfishness.  To  become  Spirit- 
filled  self  must  be  crucified.  A 
Christian  cannot  be  selfish. 

Worldliness.  "Love  not  the 
world,  neither  the  things  that  are 
in  the  world"  (1  John  2:  15). 
"The  lust  of  the  flesh  and  the 
lust  of  the  eyes  and  the  vainglory 
of  life"  are  of  the  world  and  so 
opposed  to  the  Spirit.  Christians 
are  in  the  world,  but  must  not 
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be  of  the  world.  They  must  not 
be  fashioned  according  to  this 
world,  but  be  transformed  (Rom. 
12:  2) .  It  is  impossible  to  become 
spiritual  while  we  love  the  world 
and  choose  to  be  like  the  world 
and  do  as  the  world  does.  We 
cannot  become  Spirit-filled  while 
enjoying  silly  comics  and  inde- 
cent movies,  or  spending  our 
time  in  clubs  and  parties,  or 
feeding  our  minds  on  novels, 
low-grade  magazines  and  Sun- 
day newspapers,  or  by  following 
foolish  fashions  and  make-up 
styles,  or  seeking  adornment 
with  jewelry  and  gorgeous  ap- 
parel. With  mind  and  heart 
filled  with  such  worldly  things 
how  can  we  be  filled  with  the 
Spirit?  It  is  impossible.  The 
world  with  all  its  sinful  pleas- 
ures must  be  given  up.  Too  much 
worldliness  has  crept  into  the 
church;  that  is  why  we  are  so 
powerless;  it  has  sapped  our 
strength. 

Sin.  "Let  not  sin  therefore 
reign  in  your  mortal  body,  that 
ye  should  obey  the  lusts  thereof" 
(Rom.  6:  12).  "The  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit 
against  the  flesh"  (Gal.  5:17). 
The  sins  of  the  flesh  are  manifest, 
says  Paul,  and  they  who  prac- 
tice   them    cannot    inherit    the 


kingdom  of  God.  Certainly  all 
open  sins  must  be  avoided,  but 
how  about  the  secret,  hidden  sins 
which  are  known  to  God  only? 
One  secret  sin  will  make  spirit- 
ual growth  impossible.  Sins  that 
are  harbored  in  the  heart,  such 
as  pride,  jealousy,  hatred,  re- 
venge, covetousness,  impurity, 
must  all  be  confessed  and  dis- 
carded, for  the  Spirit  is  the  Spirit 
of  holiness.  We  must  be  com- 
pletely cleansed — thoughts,  af- 
fections, desires,  motives. 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart; 
for  they  shall  see  God."  The 
whole  heart  and  life  must  be 
clean;  no  dark  corner  dare  be 
reserved  for  self  and  sin.  "Be  ye 
holy,  for  I  am  holy"  (I  Peter  1: 
16). 

Bible   Reading 

The  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God; 
it  gives  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness; it  tells  us  what  is  right  and 
wrong.  No  Christian  dare  be 
ignorant  of  its  teaching.  The 
Bible  gives  protection  against 
sinning.  "Thy  word  have  I  laid 
up  in  my  heart,  that  I  might  not 
sin  against  thee"  (Psa.  119:11). 
Jesus  knew  the  Bible  and  used  it 
to  defeat  the  tempter  in  the 
wilderness.  Satan  cannot  stand 
against  the  Word  of  God.  In  the 


Blest  are  the  souls  that  thirst  for  grace. 
Hunger  and  long  for  righteousness. 
They  shall  be  well  supplied  and  fed 
With  living  streams  and  living  bread. 

Blest  are  the  men  whose  feelings  move 
And  melt  with  sympathy  and  love. 
From  Christ  the  Lord  shall  they  obtain 
Like  sympathy  and  love  again. 

Blest  are  the  men  of  peaceful  life 
Who  guench  the  coals  of  growing  strife. 
They  shall  be  called  the  heirs  of  bliss. 
The  sons  of  God,  the  sons  of  peace. 

Blest  are  the  sufferers  who  partake 
Of  pain  and  shame  for  Jesus'  sake. 
Their  souls  shall  triumph  in  the  Lord. 
Glory  and  joy  is  their  reward. 

Oh,  that  the  Lord  would  guide  my  ways 
To  keep  his  statutes  still; 
Oh,  that  my  God  would  grant  me  grace 
To  know  and  do  his  will. 


These  stanzas  were  written  by  Mrs.  Frederick  and  sent  us  by  her  son  after  her  death. 


BLESSINGS 


Christian's  armor  it  is  the  sword 
of  the  Spirit.  Without  it  we  can- 
not live  victoriously.  From  this 
we  see  how  essential  it  is  that 
we  not  only  know  the  Bible  but 
also  know  how  to  use  it.  Blessed 
is  the  person  who  has  stored  his 
mind  with  the  precious  truths  of 
the  Bible.  What  a  great  blessing 
it  is  to  have  memorized  Bible 
verses  in  childhood.  Parents  and 
Sunday-school  teachers,  remem- 
ber the  wonderful  opportunity 
you  have  in  training  victorious 
Christians  by  filling  the  minds 
of  your  children  with  the  Word 
of  God. 

The  manna  on  which  the  spirit 
must  feed  is  the  Word  of  God. 
"Man  shall  not  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God"  (Matt.  4:4).  God  never 
speaks  an  idle  word.  The  mind 
grows  by  what  it  feeds  on;  so  if 
we  would  grow  spiritually  we 
must  feed  on  spiritual  food. 
Blessed  is  the  man  that  delights 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord  and 
meditates  on  it  day  and  night 
(Psa.  1:2).  The  most  valuable 
method  of  reading  the  Bible  is 
what  is  called  "devotional  read- 
ing," which  means  prayerful,  un- 
hurried reading  of  a  verse  or 
passage  and  feeding  upon  it,  i.e., 
immediately  appropriating  it  and 
applying  its  teaching  to  the  life. 
For  example,  we  read:  "Love 
your  enemies."  Then  we  must 
stop  right  there  and  examine 
ourselves  to  see  if  we  really  love 
everybody,  even  our  enemies. 
We  should  not  read  further  until 
we  are  persuaded  that  the  Spirit 
has  filled  us  with  such  love.  In 
this  way  we  become  spiritual. 

Prayer 

A  prayerless  Christian  cannot 
live  a  spiritual  life,  for  prayer  is 
the  Christian's  vital  breath;  no 
breath  means  no  life.  Certainly 
we  should  pray  three  times  a  day 
as  Daniel  did.  This  is  essential. 
But  Paul  urges  us  to  "pray  with- 
out ceasing"  (1  Thess.  5:17).  This 
means  that  the  spirit  should  con- 
stantly be  in  tune  with  God  so 


that  prayer  is  natural  always. 
"Practice  the  presence  of  God" 
which  enables  one  to  pray  any- 
where and  at  any  time.  When 
the  mind  is  free  from  work  for 
a  moment  let  it  turn  to  God  in 
praise  and  prayer  and  interces- 
sion. This  is  an  excellent  aid  to 
spiritual  growth. 

One  great  reason  for  lack  of 
spirituality  in  the  church  is  the 
lack  of  prayer  in  the  home. 
Many  family  altars  have  broken 
down,  or  have  never  been  estab- 
lished. The  family  does  not  meet 
as  a  group  for  Bible  reading  and 
prayer.  This  is  a  very  serious 
condition.  We  cannot  develop 
a  spiritual  church  unless  our 
homes  become  spiritual  centers, 
and  they  cannot  become  such  un- 
less the  family  altar  is  estab- 
lished and  all  the  members  of  the 
family  gather  around  it  daily. 
Lack  of  family  devotions  is  one 
great  cause  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency. Parents  must  set  a  good 
example  to  their  children  in 
spiritual  living.  God  forbid  that 
Brethren  should  ever  be  able  to 
say:  "I  never  heard  my  father 
pray." 

Spiritual  Service 

It  is  a  law  of  life  that  exercise 
builds  strength;  the  same  is  true 
in  the  spiritual  realm.  Do  we 
really  wish  to  deepen  our  spirit- 
ual life?  Then  it  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  engage  in  Christian 
service.  This  does  not  mean 
merely  that  we  ourselves  engage 
in  the  public  services  of  the 
church,  attend  prayer  meetings, 
Sunday  school  and  communion; 
these  are  all  means  of  grace  for 
our  own  good  and  dare  not  be 
neglected.  But  it  means  that  we 
engage  in  service  on  behalf  of 
others.  If  we  love  others  as  we 
love  ourselves  we  will  naturally 
seek  to  serve  them  and  do  them 
good.  Furthermore,  this  service 
must  be  in  the  will  of  God  as  a 
fully  consecrated  person.  We 
must  be  used  as  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  God  just  as  he  wills 
(Rom.  6:13;  12:1). 
One  should  begin  to  serve  as 


soon  as  he  is  converted.  All 
Christians  must  be  witnesses.  In 
this  modern  world  people  do  not 
seek  the  church;  the  church  must 
seek  them.  This  is  the  task  for 
every  member.  We  must  all  be- 
come personal  workers,  soul- 
winners.  As  Andrew  brought 
Peter  to  Christ,  so  we  must  bring 
others  to  Christ.  The  weakest 
and  the  youngest  can  witness. 
Not  the  ministers  alone,  but 
all  laymen,  women  and  men, 
must  engage  in  this  work.  We 
cannot  grow  strong  spiritually 
without  doing  it.  We  must  wit- 
ness to  the  love  of  God;  we  must 
persuade  others  to  accept  Christ. 
Do  something  worth  while  for 
Christ  and  the  church;  invite 
people  to  church  and  Sunday 
school;  teach  somebody  to  pray; 
encourage  somebody  to  witness; 
help  somebody  to  serve.  Oh, 
there  are  so  many  things  to  do. 
We  cannot  be  Christian  and  do 
nothing.  Work  now,  for  "the 
night  cometh  when  no  man  can 
work."  There  are  so  many  un- 
saved all  about  us.  Let  us  seek 
them  and  bring  them  to  Christ. 
When  all  church  members  be- 
come soul-winners  then  shall  we 
have  a  spiritual  church. 

"Not  Ye  That  Speak" 

Jesus,  when  he  had  called  his 
twelve  disciples,  gave  them  instruc- 
tions as  to  what  they  as  his  chosen 
ones  were  to  do. 

Among  other  things,  he  told  them 
they  would  have  to  testify  of  him 
before  great  rulers  and  then  he  said, 
"It  shall  be  given  you  in  the  same 
hour  what  ye  shall  speak." 

Then  followed  those  wonderful 
words,  not  only  for  them  but  for 
all  who  should  believe  on  his  name: 
"For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak,  but 
the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which 
speaketh  in  you." 

These  words  are  found  in  the  tenth 
chapter  of  Matthew.  How  helpful 
they  are  to  a  minister,  perhaps 
preaching  his  first  sermon,  and  what 
a  comfort  to  feel  that  the  Father 
speaks  the  message  through  him! 

How  many  Christian  martyrs 
have  been  given  the  words  of  the 
Father  to  answer  their  persecutors! 
Julia  Graydon,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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EDITORIAL 


How  the  Week  End  Goes 

Kenneth   Morse 

Youth  Editor   and   Editor-elect   of 
Gospel  Messenger 

YOU  can  hardly  turn  on  your 
radio  without  hearing  about 
the  "dear  hearts  and  gentle 
people"  of  some  radio  singer's 
home  town.  They  are  the  good 
folks  who  read  the  Bible  from 
Friday  till  Monday,  and  "that's 
how  the  week  end  goes." 

We  know  a  number  of  splendid 
people  who  are  also  devoted  to 
the  good  Book  and  who  read  it 
regularly,  not  only  from  Friday 
till  Monday,  but  every  day. 
Their  week  ends,  however,  are 
not  as  tranquil  as  the  song  would 
suggest. 

Take  the  Johnson  family,  for 
instance.  Because  Dad  teaches 
the  adult  class  in  his  church  he 
takes  his  lesson  preparation  quite 
seriously.  Beside  his  Bible  he 
keeps  on  hand  his  copies  of  the 
Adult  Quarterly  and  the  Bible 
Study  Monthly.  They  are  well 
marked  with  comments  and 
questions  in  Dad's  handwriting. 
Nor  does  he  hesitate  to  read  a 
book  or  two  in  connection  with 
his  teaching.  Some  members  of 
his  class  can  ask  searching  ques- 
tions and  Dad  has  discovered 
that  for  the  price  of  a  few  post- 
age stamps  he  can  call  on  the  re- 
sources of  the  Brethren  Loan  Li- 
brary. 

In  years  past  Mother  also 
taught  a  class.  But  right  now 
she  is  wrapped  up  in  the  home- 
builders  program  of  the  women's 
group  in  her  church.  You  would 
think  that  Mother  knew  all  about 
family  life  already,  having 
reared  five  children,  but  she 
wants  help  in  guiding  young 
parents  and  prospective  parents 
into  the  right  paths.  So,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  telephoning  which  it 
takes  to  get  a  special  conference 
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set  up,  Mother  is  busy  arranging 
for  a  speaker  from  the  college 
and  in  preparing  a  book  display 
for  the  homebuilders  to  see  and 
use. 

Martha's  week  end  includes 
more  church  activity  than  teach- 
ing the  kindergarten  class  on 
Sunday  morning.  That  is  an 
important  part  —  studying  her 
teacher's  materials,  choosing  the 
songs  and  story,  checking  to  see 
if  the  room  is  in  order.  But  on 
Friday  night  she  called  together 
the  mothers  of  her  five-year-olds 
and  they  talked  over  many  ac- 
tivities that  belonged  to  Martha's 
Sunday  responsibility. 

Mary,  now  a  senior  in  high 
school,  is  program  chairman  of 
her  CBYF.  She  attended  a  re- 
treat for  youth  leaders  last  week 
end,  and  she  returned  full  of  en- 
thusiasm for  her  job.  She  had 
purchased  a  youth  program  file 
and  already  she  is  discovering 
workable  ideas  in  Horizons  and 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  She  is 
setting  up  a  forum  on  youth  and 
alcohol  for  next  month  and  plan- 
ning a  series  on  basic  beliefs  for 
later  in  the  year.  She  is  now 
talking  up  the  youth  camp  for 
this  summer  and  looking  for- 
ward to  going  to  a  Brethren  col- 
lege next  fall. 

Mary's  brother,  Bob,  is  home 
from  a  college  for  the  week  end. 
He's  planning  to  go  to  Bethany 
next  fall  and  already  he  has  ap- 
plied for  an  apartment  there. 
Everyone  knows  that  after  their 
marriage  in  June,  Bob  and  Betty 
will  be  living  at  the  Corner 
church,  where  Bob  has  a  summer 
pastorate.  Dad  and  Mother,  of 
course,  are  proud  of  Bob  and 
they  are  counting  on  his  making 
a  real  contribution  to  the  church, 
not  only  next  summer  but 
through  a  lifetime  of  service. 

Looking  at  the  Johnson  family 
— and  many  Brethren  families 
like  them — you  can  rest  assured 
that  they  will  make  a  significant 


contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
church.  But  looking  closely  you 
can  also  see  that  the  church, 
through  its  departments  and 
agencies,  is  contributing  to  their 
growth  and  service.  In  the  field 
of  Christian  education  especially, 
the  church  works  closely  with 
active  members  of  the  local 
church  to  provide  materials  for 
guided  study,  to  give  training  in 
methods  of  working  with  all 
ages,  to  offer  adequate  educa- 
tional opportunities  in  college 
and  seminary  and  to  provide  in- 
formal training  in  camps  and 
conferences. 

The  church  of  the  Brethren 
needs  a  steady,  ongoing  program 
of  Christian  education  that  di- 
rectly serves  the  local  church. 
Because  such  a  program  is  al- 
ready in  operation,  it  deserves 
our  prayers  and  a  share  in  our 
gifts  for  the  Lord's  work. 

"Fear  Not" 

AT  NUMEROUS  times  in  the 
Biblical  record  God  sent 
angels  to  appear  to  men. 
Almost  invariably  the  angels  be- 
gan their  messages  with  the 
words  fear  not. 

These  opening  words  may 
have  been  thought  necessary  be- 
cause of  man's  natural  tendency 
to  fear  the  things  which  he  does 
not  understand.  It  is  under- 
standable that  an  angel  would 
speak  first  to  allay  man's  fear. 
But  fear  not,  the  opening  sen- 
tence out  of  heaven  each  time, 
has  more  than  local  application. 

If  God  would  speak  to  us  to- 
day directly  out  of  heaven,  the 
words  which  would  echo  from 
horizon  to  horizon  could  well  be 
"fear  not."  Our  world  trembles 
in  fear.  We  fear  each  other.  We 
fear  vague  national  groups  of 
whom  we  know  little,  but  of 
whom  we  have  been  told,  "They 
are  out  to  get  you."  The  em- 
ployee seems  to  fear  his  employ- 


er.  The  employer  has  fears  that 
his  employees  will  strike  or  by 
their  demands  cripple  his  in- 
come. We  fear  drunken  drivers 
on  the  highways.  We  fear  flood, 
or  drought. 

Concerning  many  of  these 
things  there  is  little  reason  for 
our  fears.  The  thing  we  need  to 
fear  most  is  fear  itself,  we  have 
been  told. 

If  we  could  fear  unrighteous- 
ness, littleness,  dishonesty  and 
discourtesy,  and  push  these 
things  away  from  us,  we  would 
be  better  off.  If  we  could  replace 
our  unreasoned  fears  with  love, 
righteousness,  meekness,  pa- 
tience and  tolerance,  and  seek 
to  cultivate  these  attributes  in 
ourselves  and  in  all  of  those  with 
whom  we  meet,  there  would  be 
less  fear  in  the  world. 

God  from  heaven  says  to  his 
people,  "Fear  not." 

On  Our  Knees 

A  MOTTO  which  came  to 
our  attention  recently  says, 
"When  you  are  swept  off 
your  feet,  get  on  your  knees." 

It  sounds  like  a  good  idea. 
There  are  many  things  which 
can  sweep  one  off  his  feet,  and, 
if  he  begins  to  lash  out  indis- 
criminately, he  may  injure  him- 
self or  others  before  he  can  rise 
again.  In  fact,  he  may  injure 
himself  so  much  that  he  can 
never  rise  again. 

Sorrow  sometimes  sweeps  one 
off  his  feet.  A  little  child  was 
deeply  loved  in  a  certain  family; 
in  their  imaginations  the  par- 
ents had  already  seen  him  grow 
to  adulthood  and  to  prominence. 
Then  came  the  sorrow  of  death 
and  separation.  Under  its  blows 
it  would  have  been  easy  for 
them  to  become  bitter  and  to 
feel  that  God  is  not  good.  They 
could  have  lashed  out  with  un- 
kind statements  about  God.  But 
because  they  stayed  on  their 
knees  long  enough,  they  were 
able  to  rise  again,  ready  for  the 
tomorrows. 

Or   perhaps   it   is   disappoint- 


ment which  strikes  one  off  his 
feet.  A  great  dream  may  die.  A 
well-planned  future  may  be 
changed.  In  times  like  that,  it 
is  easy  to  surrender.  It  is  easy 
to  accuse  others  when,  perhaps, 
the  fault  was  our  own.  But  if 
one  will  stay  on  his  knees  long 
enough,  he  can  rise  again  even 
stronger  for  the  future. 

Or  perhaps  it  is  fear  that 
strikes  one  down.  That  has  hap- 
pened to  many  individuals  and 


it  now  seems  to  be  striking  en- 
tire peoples  and  nations  into  pa- 
ralysis. When  overcome  by  fear 
we  lash  out  and  destroy  others 
and  in  turn  destroy  ourselves. 
If  we  could  spend  more  time  on 
our  knees,  perhaps  we  could 
overcome  the  fear.  Fear  keeps 
our  minds  from  working  and 
keeps  us  from  solving  our  prob- 
lems. 

When   we   are   swept   off  our 
feet,  let  us  get  on  our  knees. 


Thinking    About   the    News 


Americans  Are  Becoming 
Serious  About  This 

AMERICANS  are  getting  tired  of 
a  force -centered,  braggadocio 
approach  to  world  problems, 
which  has  for  a  long  time  charac- 
terized our  State  Department  and 
Presidential  attitudes.  Churchmen, 
serious -minded  legislators,  business 
executives,  agriculturalists  and  labor 
leaders  are  demanding  a  more  realis- 
tic   and    common-sense    approach. 

The  following  references  indicate 
that  fact. 

•  The  World  Council  of  Churches 
said,  "The  hydrogen  bomb  is  the 
latest,  most  terrible  step  in  the 
crescendo  of  warfare  which  has 
changed  war  from  a  fight  between 
men  and  nations  to  a  mass  murder 
of  human  life.  .  .  .  All  this  is  perver- 
sion; it  is  sin  against  the  moral  order 
by  which  man  is  bound;  it  is  sin 
against  God.  ...  As  representatives 
of  Christian  churches  we  appeal  for 
a  gigantic  new  effort  for  peace.  .  .  . 
We  urge  the  governments  to  enter 
into  negotiations  once  again.  .  .  ." 

•  The  Methodist  Commission  on 
World  Peace  has  begun  a  drive  to 
persuade  the  United  States  to  take 
the  lead  in  world  armaments  reduc- 
tion. They  have  so  far  secured  the 
names  of  24,000  ministers  in  such 
an  appeal. 

•  The  International  Council  of 
Religious  Education  has  proposed 
an  interfaith  conference  whereby 
"Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews  can 
bring  the  religious  mind  and  faith 
of  America  to  bear  upon  the  formula- 
tion of  policy  with  regard  to  the 
hydrogen  bomb.  Christians  must  not 
stand  before  the  world  paralyzed  in 
an  hour  of  crises." 

•  The  National  Study  Conference 
on  the  Church  and  Economic  Life 
said  that  Christians  everywhere 
must  exert  their  utmost  influence  to 


prevent  the  use  of  hydrogen  bombs. 
They  called  for  a  world  conference 
of  governments  on  this  issue  at  once. 

•  The  Commission  of  Churches  on 
International  Affairs,  a  World  Coun- 
cil agency,  is  asking  the  churches  of 
fifty  countries,  including  seven  in 
the  Soviet  sphere,  to  press  their 
governments  for  conferences  on  the 
reduction  of  military  armaments. 

•  A  New  York  clergyman  urges 
that  thousands  of  prayer  vigils  for 
peace  and  protesting  the  atomic 
bomb  be  staged  around  the  world. 

•  Senators  McMahon  and  Tydings 
are  urging  United  States  govern- 
mental expenditures  for  world  bet- 
terment of  amounts  comparable  to 
armament  expenditures  to  indicate 
that  we  seriously  desire  peace. 

•  Forty-eight  senators  have  gone 
on  record  as  favoring  some  form  of 
world  government  which  will  have 
real  power  to  act  upon  world  prob- 
lems. The  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  is  holding  hearings  on 
world  government  plans. 

•  Robert  Hutchins,  chancellor  of 
the  University  of  Chicago,  says,  "The 
time  has  come  to  try  another  policy 
and  one  that  is  compatible  with  our 
pretensions  as  a  Christian  nation. 
.  .  .  We  must  announce  our  inten- 
tions to  collaborate  in  the  formation 
of  a  world  government." 

Thus  from  churchmen,  statesmen, 
educators,  businessmen,  comes  a 
united  plea  that  our  government 
wake  up  and  act. 

Never  before  have  there  been 
more  insistent  and  honest  pressures 
placed  upon  the  American  govern- 
ment that  it  move  ahead  courage- 
ously in  the  best  interests  of  its 
citizenry. 

It  must  move  soon  or  deny  that  it 
any  longer  is  representative  of  the 
will  of  the  people. 
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A  Temperance  Program  That  Works 


ANY  temperance  program  to 
be  successful,  should  lay 
heavy  emphasis  on  an  ap- 
proach to  teen-agers,  and  it 
should  be  scientific,  honest  and 
positive.  It  must  be  based  on  an 
understanding  of  why  young 
people  drink. 

There  is  an  alcohol  education 
program  working  today  that  has 
been  unusually  successful  be- 
cause it  measures  up  to  these 
standards.  That  program  is  Al- 
lied Youth,  a  national  education 
program  working  with  teen- 
agers, bringing  them  the  facts 
about  alcohol  and  helping  relieve 
them  from  the  social  pressure 
for  drinking. 

Operating  from  national  head- 
quarters at  1709  M  Street,  N.  W., 
Washington  6,  D.  C,  under  the 
leadership  of  Executive  Secre- 
tary W.  Roy  Breg,  Allied  Youth 
has  established  active  groups  of 
Allied  Youth  in  more  than  half 
the  states  as  well  as  in  Hawaii 
and  Canada.  It  is  recognized  by 
leading  educators  and  religious 
organizations  as  the  most  out- 
standing and  most  successful 
youth  program  in  the  alcohol 
field.  It  is  of  particular  interest 
to  Brethren  people  because  it 
offers  an  excellent  way  of  im- 
plementing the  temperance  em- 
phasis of  the  Advance  for  Christ 
Movement. 

Allied  Youth  was  organized  in 
the  early  1930's  by  a  number  of 
Christian  leaders  who  were  seek- 
ing a  new  approach  to  the  drink- 
ing problem.  From  the  begin- 
ning it  has  been  nonpolitical, 
confining  itself  intensively  to  an 
education  and  recreation  pro- 
gram and  leaving  the  field  of 
political  action  to  other  groups. 
It  is  nonsectarian,  welcoming  in- 
to its  membership  young  people 
of  any  faith  or  of  no  faith.  It  is 
independent  and  unaffiliated,  al- 
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Kenneth  F.  Weaver 

Director  Public  Relations  for  Allied  Youth, 
Washington,   D.   C. 


though  it  enjoys  warm  friend- 
ship and  co-operation  from  such 
national  organizations  as  the  Na- 
tional Education  Association,  the 
General  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  and  the  National  Congress 
of  Parents  and  Teachers,  as  well 
as  from  leading  American  citi- 
zens. Raymond  R.  Peters,  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  Brother- 
hood Board,  is  a  member  of  Al- 
lied Youth's  National  Sponsoring 
Committee. 

The  Allied  Youth  technique 
is  to  work  through  high  schools, 
speaking  to  assemblies  and  ex- 
plaining the  alcohol  problem  to 
young  people.   Whenever  young 


people  show  an  interest  and 
whenever  the  school  administra- 
tion is  sympathetic,  Allied  Youth 
organizes  within  the  school  a 
club  known  as  an  Allied  Youth 
Post.  These  posts  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  Allied  Youth  to  ac- 
complish four  aims: 

Allied  Youth  meets  the  recre- 
ational and  social  needs  of  young 
people.  Wherever  it  finds  the  so- 
cial program  in  a  school  inade- 
quate it  undertakes  to  sponsor 
the  banquets,  picnics,  hikes,  hay- 
rides,  parties  and  other  social 
affairs  that  will  satisfy  teen- 
agers and  keep  them  happy.  In 
one  community  the  Allied  Youth 
Post  persuaded  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  estab- 
lish a  youth  center  and  let  the 
Allied  Youth  Post  manage  it. 


TIME  FDR   REBIRTH 


Every  New  Year's  Eve,  when 
millions  of  Americans  are  cele- 
brating by  getting  drunk,  more 
than  6,000  young  people  gather 
in  Detroit  for  the  biggest  dry 
party  in  all  America,  sponsored 
by  Allied  Youth. 

Allied  Youth  establishes  with- 
in the  school  a  fellowship  of 
young  people  who  do  not  believe 
it  is  necessary  to  drink  to  be 
smart.  Young  people  are  seldom 
interested  in  drinking  for  its  own 
sake,  and  if  they  drink  it  is  usual- 
ly because  they  feel  they  must 
follow  the  crowd.  These  young 
people  usually  find  it  simple  to 
stand  for  what  they  believe 
when  others  go  along. 

When  a  small  group  within  a 
school — sometimes  50,  sometimes 
100,  sometimes  more  than  500 — 
orally  declare  their  intention  to 
seek  positive  ways  of  living  that 
do  not  involve  alcohol,  it  often 
changes  the  attitude  of  the  entire 
school.  In  schools  from  coast  to 
coast  severe  drinking  problems 
have  been  broken  up  through 
Allied  Youth's  influence. 

Allied  Youth  also  helps  to  re- 
lieve the  pressure  on  young  peo- 
ple by  calling  attention  to  those 
nationally  prominent  persons 
who  do  not  drink.  Examples  are 
Miss  America  of  1947 — Barbara 
Jo  Walker;  Johnny  Lujack,  No.  1 
university  football  player  of 
1947;  Bob  Richards,  one  of  the 
world's  leading  pole  vaulters; 
Louise  Suggs,  the  famous  woman 
golfer;  and  Ginger  Rogers,  prom- 
inent movie  actress.  Frank  Gan- 
nett, New  York  publisher;  J.  C. 
Penney,  nationally  known  mer- 
chant, and  Robert  Dunlop,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sun  Oil  Company, 
are  typical  of  businessmen  who 
practice  sobriety. 

But  it  is  not  enough  just  to 
meet  the  specific  problems  which 
occasion  youthful  drinking. 
There  must  be  a  solid  foundation 
of  education  for  any  total  ab- 
stinence program.  Allied  Youth 
undertakes  to  lay  that  founda- 
tion of  facts  with  a  program  of 
publications,  including  a  month- 


The  Creator-Revealer 
Speaks 

(to   an    A-bomb,   H-bomb   world) 
Mary  Lou  Royer 

North    Manchester,    Indiana 

You  are  really  too  old  for  stem 

chastisement  .  .  . 
Thrice  shame  for  such  a  fate- 
But  what  have  you  done  with  eyes 

and  ears. 
With  mind  and  heart?  ...  It  is  late! 

My    lightning    and    thunder    are 

ominous  now  .  .  . 
Fear  them,  indeed  you  must. 
Awaken!   ...  So  chastened  and 

cleansed  in  long  rain 
Yield  then  to  the  vision  and  trust. 


ly  magazine  for  teen-agers  and 
periodic  program  bulletins  for 
posts.  In  addition,  it  encourages 
its  posts  to  hold  regular  discus- 
sion meetings,  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  basic  facts 
about  alcohol  and  its  relation  to 
man  and  society. 

Finally,  Allied  Youth  under- 
takes to  help  build  the  type  of 
characters  and  personalities  that 
have  no  place  for  beverage  alco- 
hol. In  the  final  analysis,  this  is 
the  real  solution  to  the  alcohol 
problem.  If  we  succeed  in  our 
personality-  and  character-build- 
ing program  we  do  not  have  to 
worry  about  the  rest.  This  ap- 
plies alike  to  the  alcohol  problem 
and  to  all  the  other  social  prob- 
lems which  beset  young  people. 

The  test  of  any  organization 
is  whether  it  works.  Measured 
by  that  test,  Allied  Youth  suc- 
ceeds remarkably  well.  Al- 
though it  has  had  a  very  small 
staff  throughout  most  of  its  his- 
tory, it  has  within  hardly  more 
than  a  decade  established  its  in- 
fluence from  New  Hampshire  to 
Texas  and  from  Florida  to  Cal- 
ifornia. It  is  known  everywhere 
as  an  authoritative  clearing 
house  on  alcohol  education  and 
information,  and  it  is  respected 
and  endorsed  by  educators. 

Allied  Youth  often  becomes 
the  most  popular  club  in  school. 
It  appeals  to  student  leaders  of 
every    kind.     In    one    Syracuse 


high  school  the  organizing  com- 
mittee which  undertook  to  es- 
tablish an  Allied  Youth  Post  in- 
cluded the  captain  of  the  football 
team,  the  president  of  the  stu- 
dent council  and  the  president, 
of  the  senior  class.  There  are 
schools  in  which  a  majority  of 
the  football  players  belong  to 
Allied  Youth.  In  one  Florida 
school  recently  a  girl  chose  to 
be  president  of  the  Allied  Youth 
Post  even  though  it  meant  giving 
up  being  president  of  the  entire 
student  body  of  1,500. 

One  has  only  to  visit  a  handful 
of  Allied  Youth  Posts  or  to  at- 
tend a  state  or  national  confer- 
ence of  Allied  Youth  to  see  the 
kind  of  alert,  intelligent,  young 
people  in  these  groups. 

Allied  Youth  even  appeals  to 
a  surprising  number  of  young 
people  who  have  already  adopt- 
ed drinking  practices.  In  Ten- 
nessee, for  example,  one  boy  who 
had  been  drinking  since  the 
eighth  grade  led  half  the  student 
body  into  the  membership  of  Al- 
lied Youth.  In  Miami,  Florida, 
where  Allied  Youth  organized 
seven  posts  in  one  month  early 
this  year,  one  young  man  made 
this  statement  in  the  student 
assembly:  "I  am  free  to  admit 
that  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  drinking  crowd  in  this 
school.  But  never  until  this 
morning  did  it  ever  occur  to  me 
to  question  whether  it  wasn't 
perfectly  all  right  for  me  to 
drink."  That  boy — who  had  been 
drinking  since  junior  high  school 
— became  president  of  his  Allied 
Youth  Post! 

Yes,  Allied  Youth  works,  be- 
cause it  is  a  positive  program. 
It  says  to  young  people,  "Here 
is  a  way  of  life  offering  you  more 
satisfaction,  more  success  and 
more  happiness  than  you  can 
achieve  through  the  practice  of 
drinking."  Modern  young  people 
are  quick  to  sense  the  value  in 
that  kind  of  program,  to  accept 
it  and  to  put  it  to  work  in  their 
schools  and  communities. 
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One  of  the  chief  means  of  realizing  unity 
in  marriage  is  a  Christian  viewpoint 


Tobias  F.  Henry 

Professor   of   Sociology,   Juniata   College 

Photo  by  Walter  Hering 
Secured  by  the  Family  Life  Department 


A  CHRISTIAN  INTERPRETATION 


MARRIAGE  is  an  institution 
of  divine  appointment," 
is  a  statement  included  in 
many  marriage  services.  Gen. 
2: 18  gives  authority  for  this 
statement,  saying,  "And  the 
Lord  God  said,  It  is  not  good 
that  man  should  be  alone;  I 
will  make  him  an  help  meet  for 
him."  Recognition  of  this  fact 
of  divine  purpose  is  essential  to 
any  Christian  interpretation  of 
marriage.  Marriage  is  more  than 
a  civil  contract.  It  is  a  sacred 
partnership. 

Recognition  of  God  in  court- 
ship is  a  necessary  second  step. 
The  choice  of  mate  is  one  of  life's 
most     important     ones.      What 
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should  be  more  natural  than  the 
seeking  of  divine  aid  in  this  im- 
portant decision!  Christian 
young  people  should  enter  into 
serious  commitments  only  in 
the  light  of  divine  reassurance. 
Jesus  gave  recognition  to  the 
courtship  process  in  Matt.  19: 
4-5,  when  he  said,  "He  which 
made  them  at  the  beginning 
made  them  male  and  female,  .  .  . 
for  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave 
father  and  mother,  and  cleave  to 
his  wife  .  .  ."  Young  people 
should  give  recognition  to  Him 
as  they  experience  what  He  ex- 
pressed. 

After  a  wise  choice  of  mate 
and  the  marriage  service  there 
follows  the  need  of  adjustment. 
Just  as  we  have  to  learn  any- 


thing new,  so  we  have  to  learn 
how  to  live  together.  Sometimes 
this  is  not  easy.  Here  again 
Christian  attitudes  offer  the  so- 
lution: love,  loyalty,  respect  for 
personality,  patience  and  all  the 
"fruit  of  the  Spirit,"  of  Gal.  5: 
22-23. 

Jesus  set  forth  the  goal  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  words  previ- 
ously quoted,  when,  after  speak- 
ing of  a  man  leaving  father  and 
mother  and  cleaving  to  his  wife, 
he  added,  "And  the  two  shall  be- 
come one  flesh."  Here  is  a  mar- 
vellous unity.  It  does  happen. 
"Two  hearts  beat  as  one."  Chris- 
tian purpose  constitute  the  chief 
means  by  which  this  unity  is 
realized. 

The  Christian  viewpoint  is  im- 


portant  also  in  relation  to  chil- 
dren, including  the  procreation 
of  children.  "And  God  said,  Be 
fruitful  and  multiply"  (Gen.  1: 
28) .  In  the  bringing  of  children 
into  the  world,  God  permits  hu- 
mans to  come  close  to  him  and 
to  share  in  his  work  of  creation. 

Then  this  same  viewpoint 
continues  throughout  the  whole 
period  and  program  of  child 
training.  Parents  who  really 
think  about  their  privileges  and 
'  responsibilities  are  led  to  seek 
the  help  of  Christ,  earnestly  de- 
siring to  obey  the  Word  when 
it  exhorts  that  children  be 
brought  up  "in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord"  (Eph. 
5:4). 

What  are  some  of  the  things 
which  should  happen  in  a  Chris- 
tian home?  The  following  not 
only  should  happen,  but  will 
happen  if  the  home  is  Christian. 
And  in  the  measure  that ,  they 
do,  they  will  help  make  the  home 
Christian.  It  is  to  be  recognized 
that  none  of  them  engaged  in 
halfheartedly   or   in   haphazard 


(3)  Christian  example.  "What 
you  are  speaks  so  loud  I  cannot 
hear  what  you  say." 

(4)  Christian  conversation. 
Watch  criticism  and  gossip.  "At- 
titudes are  as  contagious  as  the 
measles." 

(5)  Christian  instruction.  An- 
swer all  questions  honestly.  Use 
stories.  Remember  instruction 
takes  place  through  all  the 
means  suggested. 

(6)  Christian  art,  music,  lit- 
erature. Watch  the  pictures  you 
have  in  your  home.  Listen  to 
some  good  music  at  least  some 
of  the  time.  Include  the  Mes- 
senger in  your  literature. 

(7)  Co-operation  with  the 
church.  The  church  is  the  friend 
of  the  home.  Help  the  church 
and  the  church  will  help  you. 

(8)  Stewardship  and  service. 
Selfishness  is  the  enemy  of  the 
home.  Helpfulness  and  the  spir- 
it of  sharing  represent  the  heart 
of  Christianity.  Children  should 
have  their  own  church  enve- 
lopes. Families  should  face  ap- 
peals together. 


OF  MARRIAGE 


fashion  will  magically  produce 
the  Christian  quality  desired, 
but  the  practice  of  all  of  them 
diligently  and  faithfully  will  be 
found  most  helpful. 

A  program  for  Christian  fam- 
ily life  should  include  at  least 
the  following  items: 

(1)  Family  worship  —  some 
regular  schedule,  daily  if  pos- 
sible, but  if  not,  at  least  weekly. 
Use  the  Bible,  music,  stories, 
prayers.  Include  special  occa- 
sions such  as  Christmas.  Make 
use  of  devotional  booklets  such 
as  The  Upper  Room.  Encourage 
the  children  to  take  part. 

(2)  Grace  at  meals.  Thank 
God  for  all  his  goodness.  Be 
sure  to  have  children  take  turns 
in  leading. 


Consider  the  following:  "For 
*  the  assurance  of  a  harmonious 
home  life  that  is  to  eventuate 
from  the  mutual  surrender  of 
husband  and  wife,  and  later  of 
the  children  there  must  come 
about  a  loyal  surrender  to  God. 
.  .  .  The  joint  worship  of  God 
harmonizes  the  life  of  the  fam- 
ily as  it  merges  the  will  of  each 
other  in  the  divine  will.  Cen- 
tering around  him  and  drawing 
nearer  to  him  brings  us  closer 
to  each  other.  Listening  together 
to  the  voice  of  God  and  pur- 
posing to  do  his  will  brings  uni- 
son of  purpose.  Our  interests 
and  problems  grow  ever  more 
identified  because  we  look  at 
them  by  the  light  of  our  com- 
mon Father." — Verkuyl. 


After  Easter— What? 

Lawrence  E.   Lehman 

Pastor,  Clovis,  New  Mexico 

MANY  people  gathered  in 
our  churches  last  Sunday, 
Easter.  Perhaps  a  few 
were  more  intent  on  new  clothes 
— their  own  and  others' — than  on 
the  Scripture  readings,  prayers 
and  sermons,  but  probably  not 
many.  It  was  undoubtedly  a  day 
of  unusual  spiritual  blessing  and 
assurance  for  most  who  attended 
religious  services  and  heard 
again  the  eternally  new  and  re- 
freshing story  of  a  risen  Lord, 
who  dwells  today  in  the  hearts 
of  all  who  will  invite  him  to 
enter.  Surely  many  worshipers 
had  their  hearts  warmed,  their 
vision  enlarged  and  their  lives 
challenged  to  more  faithful  liv- 
ing in  the  likeness  of  Christ.  We 
give  thanks  to  God  for  all  he 
was  able  to  do  in  us  through  the 
observance  of  the  Easter  season! 
But  now  what?  Weeks  were 
spent  preparing  cantatas  and 
other  means  of  lifting  up  the 
great  truth  of  the  resurrection, 
but  now  Easter  is  past.  The  new 
bonnet  or  suit  has  been  worn;  the 
cantata  has  been  given;  record 
attendances  at  the  churches  have 
been  marked  up;  we  have 
thrilled  to  the  eternal  truth  of 
the  resurrected  Christ.  Now 
what?  Has  there  been  a  different 
quality  in  our  living  this  week? 
Do  we  love  each  other  more? 
Are  we  more  patient  of  another's 
slowness  or  dullness  or  even  un- 
faithfulness, as  our  Lord  was 
with  his  disciples?  Do  we  more 
consistently  make  decisions  in 
the  light  of  the  teachings  and  ex- 
ample of  Jesus?  Do  we  start 
each  day  with  a  prayer  and  a 
purpose  to  reflect  the  light  of 
Christ  in  every  relationship,  ev- 
ery meeting  with  others?  Do 
we  have  more  of  the  spirit  of 
forgiveness  displayed  by  our 
Lord  when  he  prayed  for  his 
tormentors  even  while  hanging 

Continued  on  page  15 
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President,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary- 
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Seeing  Bethany 


Students  in  si- 
lent prayer  in 
the  chapel  be- 
f  o  r  e  morning 
classes  begin 


W.    W.    Sla- 

baugh    teaches 

his     class     in 

Bible 


Those  who  en- 
roll in  the  class. 
Ministering  to 
the  Sick,  get 
practical  expe- 
rience through 
visiting  the  pa- 
tients in  Beth- 
a  n  y  hospital 
under  the  super- 
vision of  John 
Eller 
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WHY  didn't  I  know  more 
about  Bethany  before  I 
came?  Our  people  as  a 
whole  do  not  know  Bethany  as 
it  really  is.  The  Brotherhood 
should  know  Bethany  as  we 
students  discover  it  when  we 
come.  These  two  years  have 
meant  more  to  me  than  I  can 
ever  tell." 

These  words  from  a  student  in 
my  office  a  few  weeks  ago  have 
led  the  writer  to  produce  this 
article.  The  purpose  of  this 
presentation  is  to  give  our  people 
some  understanding  of  what  is 
happening  at  our  seminary.  We 
shall  not  dwell  on  such  obvious 
facts  that  Bethany  is  the  only 
seminary  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  that  it  is  owned, 
supported  and  controlled  by  the 
Brotherhood.  Our  young  people 
should  realize,  however,  that 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  is  a 
first-class  graduate  school,  fully 
accredited  by  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Theological  Schools. 
They  should  realize  also  that 
Bethany  Bible  Training  School 
offers  Bible  work  on  the  under- 
graduate level  and  provides  op- 
portunities for  mature  workers 
who  cannot  go  to  college.  Our 
church  people  as  a  whole  should 
know,  likewise,  that  Bethany 
educates  young  ministers,  min- 
isters' wives,  missionaries,  col- 
lege teachers,  Christian  educa- 
tian  workers,  Brethren  Service 
workers  and  church  musicians  in 
the  spirit  and  ideals  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Bethany  believes  that  students 
should  have  a  vital  experience 
with  God  through  prayer.  The 
school  has  always  held  that 
students  should  make  prayer 
central  in  their  lives.  Students 
are  asked  to  take  a  course  in 
Training  the  Devotional  Life. 
Four  worshipful  chapel  services 
are  held  each  week.  Beyond  this 


As  It  Is 


students  are  stimulated  to  carry- 
on  their  private  devotions.  This 
year  the  faculty  members  have 
witnessed  a  growing  interest  in 
private  prayer.  This  interest  is 
genuine  and  wholesome.  The 
writer  has  had  students  come 
into  his  office  and  stop  him  on 
the  street  to  talk  about  prayer. 
At  seven-thirty  in  the  morning, 
before  classes  start  at  eight,  a 
number  of  students  go  quietly 
into  the  chapel  for  silent  prayer. 

Bethany  holds  that  faculty 
members  need  the  fellowship  of 
prayer.  There  is  one  meeting  the 
writer  looks  forward  to  each 
week.  It  is  the  gathering  of  the 
faculty  for  prayer.  The  service 
is  not  formal.  It  is  the  sharing 
of  problems  and  needs,  and 
earnest  prayer.  When  one  facul- 
ty member  prays  for  another 
something  happens  to  the  fellow- 
ship. When  students  know  that 
faculty  members  hold  up  their 
hands  in  prayer,  something  hap- 
pens to  the  relationship  of 
faculty  and  students.  After 
twelve  years  of  sharing  in  these 
prayer  experiences  one  increas- 
ingly discovers  that  the  heart  of 
Christian  fellowship  is  a  group  of 
God's  children  practicing  the 
Divine  Presence. 

Bethany  recognizes  that  stu- 
dents and  faculty  members  grow 
together  through  the  Christian 
fellowship.  The  information 
gained  through  teaching,  re- 
search, and  study  is  not  the  sole 
object  in  a  seminary.  Growth 
takes  place  through  experience. 
The  seminary  must  provide  en- 
riching experiences  and  intro- 
duce control  into  experience  in 
terms  of  Christian  ideals.  The 
worshipful  chapel  services,  the 
many  student  activities,  the 
friendly  contacts  between  stu- 
dents and  faculty  members,  the 
stimulating  class  discussions  pro- 
vide experiences  for  growth  in 


A  session  of  the 
class  in  tech- 
niques  of 
preaching, 
taught  by  Prof. 
Brightbill 


A  German,  a 
Chinese,  a 
Frenchman  and 
five  Canadians 
are  among  the 
students  attend- 
ing Bethany 


Chalmer  F  a  w 
and  one  of  the 
students  in  his 
class  on  Visita- 
tion Evangelism 
make  a  call 


Christian  character.  The  thing 
most  frequently  mentioned 
about  Bethany  is  the  fellowship. 
This  is  not  only  a  student  fellow- 
ship; it  is  between  faculty  and 
students.  The  lines  of  communi- 
cation are  open.  Christ's  fol- 
lowers grow  together. 

It  is  interesting  also  that  with- 
in the  school  are  three  foreign 
students.  Clara  K'an  is  from 
China.  Maya  Stauch  is  from 
Germany.  Five  students  are 
from  Canada.  Andre  Goll  is  from 
France.  There  are  nine  former 
Brethren  Service  workers  at 
Bethany.  The  Mennonite  Bibli- 
cal Seminary  in  affiliation  with 
Bethany  has  twenty-eight  stu- 
dents in  the  fellowship. 

Bethany  teaches  that  students 
should  know  their  Bibles  and 
Christian  doctrine.  It  is  true  that 
the  course  of  study  is  broad.  It 
prepares  students  to  serve  Christ 
in  this  world.  But  basic  to  every- 
thing is  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  Bible.  Church  workers  must 
know  what  they  believe. 

A  student  in  one  of  our  col- 
leges asked  the  writer  this  ques- 
tion not  long  ago:  "What  is  the 
doctrinal  position  of  Bethany?" 
I  answered,  "The  Christ-centered 
position."  Christianity  is  cen- 
tered in  the  revelation  of  God 
through  Christ  Jesus.  This  means 
the  deity  of  our  Lord  and  the 
Christlikeness  of  God.  Through 
Jesus  God  spoke  his  word,  ex- 
pressed his  spirit,  and  revealed 
his  nature.  Christ  is  the  center 
of  the  New  Testament  and  the 
Old  Testament  looks  forward  to 
him.  The  Bible  is  the  Word  of 
God  to  man  and  Christ  is  the 
heart  of  this  revelation. 

Bethany  practices  personal 
evangelism  and  visiting  of  the 
sick.  Classes  in  personal  evan- 
gelism and  counseling  are 
taught.  But  the  program  does 
not  stop  here.  In  co-operation 
with  the  first  Church  of  the 
Brethren  students  are  given  ex- 
perience in  personal  evangelism. 
Likewise,   in   co-operation   with 
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Bethany  Faculty 


Bethany  Hospital  students  are 
given  experiences  under  guid- 
ance and  supervision  in  visiting 
the  sick.  The  counseling  pro- 
gram of  the  seminary  has  de- 
veloped as  a  great  asset. 

Bethany  offers  an  educational 
program  for  ministers'  wives.   It 


is  just  as  important  for  the  min- 
ister's wife  to  have  training  as 
for  the  minister.  A  special  course 
is  offered  for  ministers'  wives. 
Besides  this,  ministers'  wives 
take  other  courses  both  in  the 
seminary  and  training  school. 
Bethany     provides     a    strong 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

Amos  the  Prophet  and  His  Program 

Amos 


14 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Amos,  the  man 

For  the  rest  of  this  quarter  we 
will  pick  up  again  the  lessons  which 
ran  for  a  quarter  last  fall,  the  study 
of  Israel  and  the  prophets  which 
arose  in  Israel.  We  begin  with  Amos. 
Amos  is  one  of  the  most  clear  cut 
of  the  prophets.  He  was  a  poet  and 
his  writings,  though  not  set  in  poetry 
in  the  English  Bible,  are  poetic  in 
expression. 

Amos  was  a  farmer.  He  worked 
with  sheep  and  with  fruit  trees. 
While  he  walked  over  his  hills,  God 
talked  to  him.  He  talked  to  him 
through  the  processes  of  nature  and 
out  of  the  starry  sky.  He  preached 
for  upright  social  conduct  before  the 
Lord.  We  would  judge  that  his  own 
life  mirrored  his  teaching. 
Where  to  preach 

Amos  must  have  been  hesitant  to 
come  down  from  the  mountains 
with  mud  on  his  boots  and  the  smell 
of  sheep  in  his  garments  and  enter 
into  the  holy  places  of  the  temple 
and  into  the  courts  of  the  king.  But 
Amos  had  a  message  which  he  knew 
God  had  given  him  for  his  people, 


the  children  of  Israel.  Accordingly, 
Amos  went  not  to  the  back  streets 
or  to  the  outskirts  of  the  city  but 
directly  to  the  center  of  activities. 
And  there  before  the  priests  who 
were  corrupt  and  the  king  who  was 
careless  about  religion  he  preached 
a  message  of  reform.  He  said  God 
was  like  a  plumbline  and  that  al- 
ready Israel  was  sagging  badly  out 
of  plumb.  The  indications  were  that 
the  walls  could  not  be  straightened, 
but  that  destruction  would  need  to 
come  and  a  new  wall  would  need 
to  be  built.  This  was  an  alarming 
message  for  the  king  and  for  the 
priests  of  the  temple. 
Summer  fruit 

They  suggested  to  Amos  that  he 
go  back  to  his  sheep  and  to  his 
sycamore  trees.  But  Amos  said  to 
them,  "You  are  like  a  basket  of 
summer  fruit  which  will  presently 
spoil  and  God  will  cast  it  aside." 
When  Amos  saw  sin,  even  in  high 
places,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
nounce it  clearly  and  firmly. 

Preachers  and  churches  should 
have  some  of  Amos'  courage  now. 


course  of  study  for  missionaries, 
Christian  educational  workers, 
Brethren  Service  workers,  and 
church  musicians.  Most  of  our 
graduates  go  to  pastorates.  Some 
go  into  college  teaching.  The 
curriculum  has  been  organized 
so  that  young  people  may  be 
prepared  for  our  foreign  mission 
work.  A  strong  department  of 
Christian  social  ethics  has  been 
outlined  for  the  education  of 
Brethren  Service  workers.  The 
demands  of  the  church  for  as- 
sistant pastors,  church-school 
teachers  and  workers  with  chil- 
dren and  young  people  are  being 
met  through  a  strengthened 
Christian  education  department. 
Those  interested  in  church  music 
may  major  in  this  field  of  service. 

Bethany  believes  in  the  power 
of  preaching  and  that  the  local 
church  is  the  basic  unit  in  our 
church  life.  It  is  our  conviction 
that  prophets  are  still  needed 
and  that  our  pulpits  should  be 
strong.  The  seminary  empha- 
sizes the  content  of  preaching 
and  also  sermon  building,  the 
minister's  voice  and  delivery. 
Equipment  has  been  provided  for 
training  in  radio. 

Preparing  for  the  parish  min- 
istry is  one  of  the  strongest  em- 
phases of  our  seminary.  Courses 
are  taught  which  help  the  min- 
isters in  all  phases  of  the  local 
church  program.  Special  atten- 
tion is  given  to  parish  visitation, 
personal  evangelism,  counseling, 
building  the  church  school  pro- 
gram, preparing  worship  serv- 
ices and  church  administration. 
It  is  our  thought  that  the  minis- 
ter goes  to  the  local  church  not 
to  do  all  the  work,  but  to  work 
with  and  through  other  people. 
The  best  minister  helps  his  peo- 
ple become  strong  so  that  the 
church  hangs  together  when  he 
leaves. 

These  are  some  insights  into 
the  program  of  the  seminary. 
Pray  for  Bethany  that  God's 
will  may  be  done,  and  Jhat  the 
school  led  by  the  spirit  of  love 
may  fulfill  its  high  purpose. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Our  sixteen-year-old  daughter  has 
been  having  rather  regular  dates 
with  one  of  the  boys  in  our  youth 
group.  They  both  have  high  ideals 
and  I  feel  I  can  depend  on  their  con- 
duct; nevertheless,  I  can't  seem  to  go 
to  sleep  until  they  get  home  at  night. 
Because  of  this  fact  my  daughter 
thinks  I  don't  trust  her,  else,  she 
feels,  I  could  go  to  bed  and  to  sleep 
without  any  wakeful  concern.  I  try 
to  explain  to  her  that  it  is  not  that  I 
don't  trust  her,  but  just  that  we  live 
in  a  large  city  where  so  many  tragic 
things  may  happen  and  that  they  are 
young  and  immature  in  judgment 
and  that  these  things  naturally  give 
a  mother  concern.  She,  however, 
can't  seem  to  understand  and  it 
causes  some  strain  in  our  relation- 
ship. Have  you  any  suggestions  as  to 
how  I  can  help  her  to  see  it 
differently? 

A  Perplexed  Mother. 
Dear  Friend, 

It  is  always  commendable  to  be 
interested  in  better  family  relation- 
ships, but  in  the  happiest  of  families, 
there  are  times  when,  because  of 
differences  in  age  or  wisdom  or  at- 
titudes, complete  understanding  does 
not  prevail.  One  of  these  times  is 
often,  as  you  are  experiencing,  a  few 
years  just  before  the  young  person 


becomes  an  adult.  You,  with  your 
greater  experience,  see  the  possible 
dangers  and  pitfalls,  while  she,  with 
her  growing  sense  of  independence 
and  adequacy,  feels  all  is  well,  hence 
cannot  understand  the  loss  of  sleep 
on  your  part. 

If  you  will  just  be  patient  and  try, 
not  by  talking  and  explaining  but 
by  attitude  and  action,  to  let  her 
know  you  love  her  and  have  confi- 
dence in  her — in  spite  of  your  wake- 
fulness —  time  will  do  wonders 
toward  bringing  about  the  under- 
standing and  companionship  you  so 
much  desire. 

As  to  your  not  being  able  to  sleep 
until  your  daughter  returns  at  night, 
I  believe  any  mother  who  has  raised 
a  family  of  children  understands 
that,  but  it  is  not  entirely  to  our 
credit.  The  only  thing  we  can  do 
by  remaining  awake  that  we  couldn't 
do  if  we  slept  is  to  pray.  That  is 
important,  of  course,  but  can't  we, 
in  our  prayer  upon  retiring,  place 
our  children  in  the  protecting  care  of 
the  Father  and  rest? 

Someone  has  said  that  worry  is 
belief  that  evil  is  stronger  than  good. 
Confidence  in  God  and  in  our  chil- 
dren will  bring  about  inner  peace 
and  understanding.  Remember  this 
is  a  growing  time  for  both  parent 
and  child.  Your  Counselor. 


After  Easter,  What? 

Continued  from  page   11 

on  the  cross?  Do  we  live  more 
constantly  in  the  living  presence 
of  the  risen  Christ,  and  by  his 
power  overcome  temptation,  live 
righteously,  witness  to  his  love 
and  salvation,  and  win  others  to 
him?  In  short,  has  Easter  1950 
made  a  difference  and  helped  us 
to  know  in  continuing  experi- 
ence the  presence  and  power  of 
our  Lord  today? 

Or  have  we  resumed  "business 
as  usual"  and  gone  back  to  the 
same  old  level  of  living,  as  did 
Peter  and  six  other  disciples, 
who  even  after  they  had  seen 
the  risen  Christ  twice,  failed  to 
grasp  the  real  truth  of  the  living 
presence  of  their  Lord  and  went 
back  to  their  nets?  Jesus  said, 
"If  a  man  loves  me,  he  will  keep 


my  word,  and  my  Father  will 
love  him,  and  we  will  come  to 
him  and  make  our  home  with 
him"  (John  14: 23,  R.S.V.) .  Are 
you  letting  the  risen  Lord  live 
with  you  and  lead  you,  or  have 
you  sent  him  back  to  the  tomb? 
Peter  met  Christ  early  in  the 
morning  after  his  night  of  vain 
fishing  and  found  power  in  af- 
firming anew  his  love  for  Christ 
and  yielding  again  and  forever 
to  his  invitation,  "Follow  me." 
We  also  need  to  meet  Christ  in 
the  morning — every  morning — 
and  affirm  our  love  for  him  and 
say,  "Today  I  will  follow  thee." 
We  can  experience  the  year 
around  the  joy  and  assurance 
and  triumph  of  Easter,  as  we 
walk  day  by  day  in  the  living 
presence  of  our  Lord  and  Master. 


APRIL    15,    1950 
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Schools    oi    Alcohol    Studies 

Several  schools  of  alcohol  studies  will  be 
held  this  summer.  Brethren  in  areas  near  them 
should  attend  if  at  all  possible. 

The  Pennsylvania  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
will  be  held  at  Juniata  College,  July  17-21. 
Correspondence  concerning  it  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  college. 

The  Central  Region  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies  will  be  held  at  Camp  Mack,  July  24-29. 
Allen  Weldy  will  be  the  dean.  Correspondence 
concerning  it  can  be  addressed  to  James  Renz, 
Elgin,  111.,  or  Lawrence  Shultz,  Milford,  Ind. 

An  Intercollegiate  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
will  be  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  Aug.  27 — Sept. 
2.  Correspondence  concerning  it  can  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Intercollegiate  Association,  12 
N.  3rd  St.,  Columbus  15,  Ohio. 


Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  will  be  represented 
at  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference  by  Elders  B.  Wayne 
Crist  and  Clarence  B.  Fike. 

Roy  Myers  of  the  Valley  Point  church,  Aughwick 
congregation,  Pa.,  was  recently  licensed  to  the  ministry. 
David  Emerson  of  the  Nanty  Glo  church,  Pa.,  was  or- 
dained. 

Northeastern  Ohio  has  chosen  J.  Herman  Reinke  and 
Glen  Baird  to  represent  it  on  the  1950  Standing  Com- 
mittee. The  alternates  are  L.  B.  Oakes  and  Harlan 
Grubb. 

Annual  Conference  decided  to  have  the  financial 
church  year  run  from  Oct.  1  to  Sept.  30,  rather  than 
from  the  first  of  March  to  the  end  of  February  each 
year.  That  means  that  we  are  now  in  a  short  fiscal  year, 
March  1  to  Oct.  1,  1950. 

The  second  session  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
will  be  held  in  America.  It  will  come  in  1953.  The 
most  likely  sites  are  Northwestern  University,  Evanston, 
111.,  and  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  at  Amsterdam,  Holland. 

Long  Beach  church,  Calif.,  of  which  Norman  J. 
Baugher  is  the  pastor,  announces  a  week  of  dedicatory 
services  for  its  new  church  home,  April  16-23.  The  ac- 
tual dedication  will  occur  at  2:30  p.m.  on  April  23. 
Leland  S.  Brubaker  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  entire 
week  of  services.  The  new  church  is  located  at  3332 
Magnolia  Ave. 

The  youth  department  has  two  new  items  of  interest 
to  youth  and  their  leaders.  Come  Up  Higher  is  a  col- 
lection of  songs  for  camps  and  all  youth  meetings.  The 
price  range  is:  1-12  copies,  25c;  12-100  copies,  20c;  100 
and  over,  18c.  If  you  would  like  to  write  in  style, 
order  the  CBYF  automatic  pencil.  For  75c  you  can  get 
an  attractive  red  and  white  pencil  with  the  CBYF  em- 
blem and  Church  of  the  Brethren  Youth  Fellowship  in- 
scribed in  blue.  Order  now  from  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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The  mother  of  Bessie  Crim,  missionary  to  China, 
died  on  March  19.  She  had  been  ill  in  the  hospital  for 
two  or  three  weeks  prior  to  her  death. 

The  new  camp  site  of  Southern  Illinois  will  be 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  April  30.  Raymond  R.  Peters, 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
will  give  the  dedicatory  address. 

Delegates  from  the  District  of  Southeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  Eastern  New  York  and  Northern 
Delaware  to  the  Grand  Rapids  Standing  Committee 
will  be  D.  Howard  Keiper  and  John  H.  Musto.  The  al- 
ternates are  John  S.  Landis  and  B.  F.  Waltz. 

Hevener  church,  of  the  Pocahontas  congregation, 
Second  Virginia,  adapted  the  March-of-Dimes  idea  to 
a  Jar  of  Dimes  in  responding  to  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  according  to  word  from  Pastor  Robert  L. 
Byrd.  The  results  were  gratifying  for  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

Louise  Hershberger,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Hershberger 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  died  suddenly  on  March  23  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four  years.  She  was  the  devoted  mother  of  five 
children  and  with  her  husband  gave  sacrificially  to  the 
work  of  the  Mack  Memorial  church.  A  fuller  account  of 
her  life  will  be  sent  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  soon. 

The  Family  Counselor  column  seems  to  be  receiving 
a  wide  reading.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  family  life  de- 
partment and  appears  each  week.  The  counselors  so- 
licit your  problems  and  encourage  you  to  write  them. 
Questions  can  be  addressed  to  The  Family  Counselor, 
%  Family  Life  Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

R.  E.  Mohler,  in  his  letter  to  the  district  chairmen 
of  men's  work,  says,  "The  men  of  every  church  should 
feel  a  personal  responsibility  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  Certainly  there  is  no  other  organ  of 
our  church  that  does  as  much  to  keep  alive  a  conscious- 
ness of  our  general  program  as  does  the  Messenger.  I 
would  like  to  see  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  every 
Brethren  home." 

Ira  B.  Miller  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  writes  "I  like  the 
Gospel  Messenger  because  it  gives  us  direct  informa- 
tion of  church  work  everywhere  and  from  so  many  peo- 
ple who  are  our  acquaintances.  I  am  past  eighty  years 
old  and  have  impaired  vision  and  I  am  a  shut-in.  I 
really  think  the  Gospel  Messenger  should  be  heartily 
supported  and  I  would  be  pleased  to  support  our  min- 
istry with  my  prayers  and  other  help  possible." 

The   House   Armed   Service   Committee   is   the   key 

committee  in  determining  the  future  militarization  of 
America's  youth.  A  letter  to  each  member  would  take 
time  but  it  might  pay  off  in  terms  of  future  freedoms 
and  continuing  peace.  The  draft  law  will  be  up  for  ex- 
tension this  spring.  If  you  would  like  to  see  it  ter- 
minated, a  letter  addressed  to  these  representatives, 
%  House  Armed  Service  Committee,  House  Office  Build- 
ing, Washington,  D.  C,  might  help:  Havenner,  deGraff- 
enried,  Towe,  Hebert,  Farrington,  Vinson,  Hardy,  An- 
derson, Philbin,  Walsh,  Clemente,  Brooks,  Arends,  Riv- 
ers, Bartlett,  Doyle,  Norblad,  Shafer,  Sasscer,  Zandt, 
Fisher,  Short,  Blackney,  -Price,  Winstead,  Durham, 
Green,  Kilday,  Hefferman,  Johnson,  Cole,  Fernos-Isorn, 
Cavin,  Elston,  Patterson,  Meyer. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


In  1948  the  Selective  Service  system  used  41,279  men 
to  draft  30,049  men.  It  cost  $914  per  man.  Recruiting 
cost  averages  about  $134  per  man. 

Kenneth  Thralls,  pastor  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Com- 
munity church,  Okla.,  is  one  of  the  nominees  for  the 
rural  pastor  of  the  year  for  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 

In  the  obituary  of  William  Shull,  which  appeared 
in  the  April  8  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  there  is 
an  error  in  the  list  of  survivors.  It  should  have  been 
five  foster  grandchildren  instead  of  children. 

The  Bethel  church,  nine  miles  north  of  Arriba,  Colo., 
has  constructed  a  recreation  hall,  forty  by  eighty  feet, 
with  an  eighteen-foot  ceiling.  It  has  a  maple  floor  so 
that  it  can  be  used  for  roller  skating.  Many  other  ex- 
cellent uses  will  be  found  for  this  recreational  hall  by 
the  church  and  by  the  community.  Members  of  the 
community  constructed  it  almost  totally  by  volunteer 
labor.   Bro.  Elvin  Frantz  is  the  pastor. 

Paul  Reusche,  pastor  in  Hohenkampsweg,  Germany, 
writes  to  say  that  he  has  been  receiving  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  some  time  and  that  he  is  particularly 
impressed  by  the  very  personal  way  in  which  it  lifts 
up  religion  and  talks  to  people  about  religion.  He  be- 
lieves that  this  is  possible  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  be- 
cause the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  itself,  believes  in 
an  earnest  personal  application  of  religion. 

The  women  of  the  church  gave  a  total  of  $52,951.44, 
which  was  $12,951  more  than  their  pledge  of  $40,000, 
for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed.  Of  this  total  amount 
foreign  missions  received  $21,162;  home  missions,  $2,- 
645.26;  Christian  education,  $1,058.10;  Brethren  Service, 
$17,458.66.  Most  significant  was  the  total  of  $10,627.42 
designated  for  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  At  the  Orlando 
Conference  in  1947  the  women  voted  to  begin  moving 
in  the  direction  of  supporting  the  total  Brotherhood 
program  as  represented  in  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  The 
National  Council  of  Women's  Work  expresses  its  deep 
gratitude  for  this  response.  Our  finance  and  promotion 
department  and  the  various  program  and  service 
agencies,  missions,  Brethren  Service  and  others,  also 
desire  to  extend  their  appreciation.  There  will  be  a 
seven  months  fiscal  year,  March  1,  1950,  to  Oct.  1,  1950, 
to  raise  the  $23,000  the  National  Council  ,  is  recom- 
mending as  our  goal.  This  $23,000  is  approximately 
7/12  of  $40,000,  our  goal  for  the  twelve-month  year  just 
past.  There  will  be  official  approval  of  our  goal  by 
the  women  at  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference, 
but  three  months  of  the  seven  will  have  already  passed. 
Will  you,  therefore,  plan  to  send  your  contributions 
as  soon  as  possible? — National  Council  of  Women's 
Work. 

Juniata  College 

Annual  move-up  day  ceremonies  were  held  in  Oiler 
Hall  on  March  29  as  the  retiring  Student  Senate  mem- 
bers relinquished  their  offices  to  the  1950-51  senate. 
New  club  and  class  officers  also  took  over  their  new 
duties  at  this  time.  Vernon  C.  Showalter,  a  junior 
business  administration  student  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
was  elected  the  new  senate  president. 

The  Juniata  world  service  fund  drive  went  well  over 
the  $1,950  mark  as  students  set  out  to  raise  funds  for 
five    charitable    agencies.     The    all-inclusive    campaign 


includes  the  J.  M.  Blough  and  the  H.  Stover  Kulp 
funds,  the  world  student  service  fund,  the  American 
Red   Cross,   and  the   foreign   student   aid   fund. 

Juniata  College's  postwar  fund  campaign  for  one 
million  dollars  has  passed  the  halfway  mark.  President 
Calvert  N.  Ellis  announced  that  the  financial  report 
shows  a  total  of  $516,467  has  been  contributed  toward 
the  original  objective  which  was  set  in  1944.  The 
chief  project  for  the  postwar  fund  this  year  will  be  the 
memorial  physical  education  building  to  be  dedicated 
to  the  675  Juniata  men  and  women  who  served  in 
World  War  II.  Tentative  plans  have  been  to  break 
ground  for  the  building  this  spring. 

The  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  comic  opera,  Pirates  of 
Penzance,  was  presented  by  an  all-student  cast  of 
forty  on  March  17  and  18.  Proceeds  from  the  show 
went  to  the  foreign  student  aid  fund  established  two 
years  ago  to  help  pay  for  the  education  of  foreign 
students  at  Juniata. 

A  recording  of  the  main  events  in  the  1949-50  col- 
lege year  at  Juniata  was  prepared  by  a  student  com- 
mittee of  five  formed  to  "preserve  the  sounds  of 
Juniata's  passing  history."  The  recordings  have  been 
requested  for  use  at  various  alumni  gatherings. 

Juniata  Day  services  conducted  by  faculty  ministers 
in  Church  of  the  Brethren  charges  throughout  Penn- 
sylvania have  been  arranged  under  the  supervision 
of  Edgar  M.  Detwiler,  director  of  church  relations 
for  the  college.  An  all-college  communion  was  held 
in  Oiler  Hall  on  March  31  with  faculty  ministers  in 
charge. 

Fifteen  men  were  named  to  the  dean's  list  of  dis- 
tinguished students  for  the  fall  term.  The  list  included 
seven  seniors,  four  juniors,  three  sophomores  and  one 
freshman  who  achieved  an  average  of  90  or  above 
for  the  semester. 

Claire  Coci.  nationally  famous  organist,  presented 
a  recital  in  Oiler  Hall  on  March  26.  Miss  Coci  is  head 
of  the  organ  department  at  two  music  schools  in  New 
York  and  teaches  at  the  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

A  series  of  five  week-end  "career  conferences"  de- 
signed to  aid  college-minded  persons  explore  career 
opportunities  was  held  on  the  campus  in  March  and 
April.  Department  chairmen  and  faculty  members 
served  as  consultants  at  the  conferences  which  were 
held  on  social  studies,  science,  arts  and  literature,  home 
economics  and  business  administration,   and  education. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Brother   and    Sister    I.    D.    Leaiherman    of    Elgin,    111.,    in    the 
County  Line  church,  Ohio,  April  25 — May  7. 

Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  in  the  Scalp  Level 
church.  Pa.,  April  30 — May  7. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Lititz  church,  Pa., 
April  24-30. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eight  baptized,  three  awaiting  the  rite,  and  three  received  by 
letter  in  the  Champaign  church,  111. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  16 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  Amos  the  Prophet  and  His  Program. — 
Amos.  Memory  Selection:  Seek  the  Lord,  and  ye  shall  live. 
Amos  5:  6. 

CBYF  Topic  for  April,  New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


A  LAYMAN   HELPS  RESETTLE  DISPLACED  PERSONS 


Ray  M.  Petersime,  Gettysburg.  Ohio, 
answers  the  following  questions  asked  him 
regarding  the  part  he  has  played  in  the 
resettlement  of  displaced  persons,  and 
gives  general  information  regarding  these 
people.  In  his  capacity  as  chairman  of 
the  displaced  persons  committee  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Southern  Ohio, 
chairman  of  the  displaced  persons  com- 
mittee of  Darke  County  Council  of 
Churches,  member  of  Church  World  Serv- 
ice of  Ohio  and  representative  of  C.W.S. 
in  Ohio  on  CROP  committee,  he  has  made 
through  other  sponsors  assignments  for 
nearly  800  displaced  persons.  He,  himself, 
has  signed  a  number  of  assurances  for 
displaced  persons.  Over  one  half  of  his 
time  has  been  given  to  church  work  pro- 
moting the  resettlement  of  displaced  per- 
sons and  general  relief  work. 

Question:  Would  you  tell  how  you 
got  interested  in  resettling  displaced 
persons  in  the  first  place? 

Answer:  I  became  interested  in 
this  program  from  the  first  knowl- 
edge of  the  destitute,  dispossessed 
people  of  Europe.  I  got  firsthand 
information  on  the  terrible  condi- 
tions and  plight  of  the  displaced  per- 
sons as  I  traveled  in  Poland  and 
Germany  after  the  war.  I  knew  that 
there  were  many  good,  devoted 
Christian  people  in  these  dismal 
camps.  Having  an  intense  interest 
in  the  constructive  work  of  the 
church,  I  tried  to  bring  displaced 
persons  over  on  regular  quota  before 
the  present  bill  went  through.  Of 
course,  since  that  time  there  has 
been  a  great  opportunity. 

Question:  How  many  of  the  dis- 
placed persons  assigned  by  you  have 
been  credited  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  quota? 

Answer:  There  have  been  603 
credited  to  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren quota.  The  rest  cover  an  ex- 
cellent distribution  to  all  denomina- 
tions of  our  community  and  through- 
out the  states,  including  Methodists, 
Lutherans,  Friends,  Evangelical 
United  Brethren,  Christian,  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  and  Presby- 
terian. We  find  that  denominational 
lines  have  been  broken  down  great- 
ly in  the  displaced  persons'  attitude, 
and  this  is  also  influencing  our  com- 
munity's having  a  oneness  of  pur- 
pose and  spirit. 


Question:  Where  have  the  dis- 
placed persons  been  placed  as  far 
as  jobs  are  concerned? 

Answer:  The  job  opportunities 
vary  greatly  from  clerks  and  farmers 
to  highly  trained  medical  doctors 
and  surgeons.  In  some  instances 
substitutional  vocations  have  taken 
place.  For  instance,  Dr.  John  Golo- 
win,  medical  doctor  for  over  thirty 
years  in  the  Ukraine,  pursued  the 
hobbies  of  fruit  growing  and  bee- 
keeping. Now  his  hobbies  have  be- 
come his  vocations  in  this  country 
as  he  is  doing  expert  tree  pruning 
and  taking  care  of  many  stands  of 
bees  donated  by  interested  people 
in  the  community. 

Question:  How  has  the  Oakland 
Church  of  the  Brethren  (Southern 
Ohio),  of  which  you  are  a  trustee, 
participated  in  this  program? 

Answer:  The  Oakland  church  has 
sponsored  a  family  of  its  own,  and 
thirty  of  its  members  practically 
built  a  home  for  them  in  one  day. 


Moyne  Landis,  pastor  of  the  Oakland 
church,  deserves  a  lot  of  credit  for 
the  work  he  has  done  towards  this 
program  and  for  the  leadership  he 
is  giving  the  Oakland  church.  There 
are  forty-one  displaced  persons  now 
worshiping  in  our  congregation. 
Five  different  denominations  are 
represented  in  this  group,  and  some 
have  become  members  of  the  church. 
However,  most  of  them  are  Greek 
Orthodox  and  Lutheran.  They  have 
brought  us  a  great  inspiration  in 
so  many  ways.  The  reverence  and 
devotion  in  the  sanctuary  has  been 
very  fine. 

Question:  How  have  the  churches 
in  your  community  helped  in  the 
resettlement  of  displaced  persons? 

Answer:  The  churches  in  the  sur- 
rounding communities  have  been 
quite  devoted  to  the  resettlement 
of  displaced  persons.  When  one  fam- 
ily arrives  in  a  community,  it  is 
very  easy  to  locate  many  more  fam- 
ilies.  They  demand  a  very  high  re- 
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Ray  M.  Petersime,  incubator  manufacturer  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  and  prominent  lay 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  is  shown  talking  with  two  displaced  persons 
who  have  arrived  in  this  country.  At  left  is  Alex  Golowin,  who  came  from  Ukraine  with 
his  wife  and  seventeen-month-old  son.  Serge;  at  right  is  Alfred  Stalmanis,  a  refugee 
from  Latvia,  who  came  with  his  wife  and  four-year-old  son,  Sven.  Both  of  these  men 
are  now  doing  farm  work  in  Darke  County,  Ohio.   (Photo  by  Charles  R.  Moor) 


spect.  We,  of  course,  have  assigned 
most  of  these  families  directly,  which 
has  built  up  a  great  anticipation  be- 
tween the  sponsor  and  the  family. 
Confidence  is  immediately  estab- 
lished, and  it  spreads  throughout 
the  church.  The  church  family  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting,  of 
course.  The  men  commonly  provide 
a  work  calendar  showing  the  days 
each  one  is  to  furnish  work.  The 
displaced  persons  ordinarily  are 
skilled  in  many  different  ways  and 
quickly  pick  up  the  various  types 
of  work  with  the  personal  help  of 
the  employer  for  that  day.  They 
become  quickly  acclimated  to  the 
community,  acquainted  with  many 
people  and  respect  and  confidence 
are  established.  Of  course,  church 
classes  have  sponsored  families, 
church  organizations  and  individuals 
in  the  same  church.  In  one  large 
congregation  many  of  the  classes 
each  sponsored  a  family  and  the 
church  has  a  family. 

Many  churches  are  building  or 
rebuilding  houses  for  displaced  per- 
sons. The  best  arrangement  is  to 
have  the  work  done  after  the  family 
arrives  so  that  they  can  have  a  real 
part  in  it.  "We  much  prefer  this  to 
having  everything  ready  for  the 
family  when  they  first  arrive.  They 
enjoy  the  fellowship  very  much  and 
it  gives  them  a  feeling  of  stability 
and  worth-whileness.  This  is  some- 
thing that  they  have  not  had  for  so 
many  years  and  is  very  valuable. 

Question:  Do  you  feel  that  Prot- 
estant people  as  a  whole  are  doing 
all  they  can  in  resettling  these  refu- 
gees from  other  countries? 

Answer:  Although  it  is  true  that 
many  churches  and  communities  are 
co-operating  in  the  resettlement  of 
displaced  persons,  it  is  also  true  that 
Protestants  have  done  little  in  this 
displaced  persons  program  as  com- 
pared to  what  they  might  do.  One 
of  the  most  embarrassing  things  I 
have  ever  experienced  was  to  have 
a  Jewish  rabbi  in  a  certain  city  offer 
more  opportunities  for  Protestant 
displaced  persons  than  all  of  the 
Protestant  churches  together. 

Every  Brethren  church  should 
have  at  least  one  family  in  its  con- 
gregation or  community.  It  is  miss- 
ing something  vitalizing  and  reward- 
ing if  it  doesn't.  It  is  an  opportunity 
to  see  and  put  Brethren  service  into 
action  right  at  your  own  doorstep. 

Many  displaced  persons  have  ar- 
rived and  are  still  arriving  at  New 
Windsor  under  our  blanket  assur- 
ance quota  with  Church  World  Serv- 
ice. They  need  homes.  They  need 
friends.  They  need  renewed  faith 
and  hope  which  you  can  give  them. 


Europe   to  Me 
and   to   You 

The  writer  of  this  article  is  the 
wife  of  Ray  Petersime.  Mrs.  Peter- 
sime  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Brethren  tour,  Seeing  Europe  with  a 
Purpose,  and  is  giving  her  impres- 
sions of  Europe  below. 

EUROPE  is  a  land  of  differences, 
not  only  of  scenery  but  of  peo- 
ple— different  languages,  differ- 
ent customs,  different  kinds  of 
money  and  different  ideologies.  We 
of  America  cannot  realize  this  until 
we  come  in  contact  with  them  and 
have  these  differences  to  overcome 
in  traveling  from  one  small  country 
to  another. 

Much  of  Europe  is  still  beautiful. 
As  we  traveled  throughout  England, 
we  saw  many  nice  homes  with  beau- 
tiful flower  gardens.  The  roads  are 
narrow  and  winding  but  well  kept. 
There  were  many  sheep  and  cattle 
grazing  in  the  meadows;  here  and 
there  were  tall  cathedral  spires 
showing  above  the  treetops  or  a 
castle  on  a  hill. 

Nature  has  been  very  lavish  in 
Norway,  with  its  many  fjords,  moun- 
tains and  waterfalls.  We  advise  any 
future  travelers  not  to  miss  seeing 
Norway. 

Switzerland  has  the  Alps,  majestic 
in  their  height.  Here  the  people  live 
in  houses  made  of  wood  instead  of 
brick  and  stone.  The  Swiss  are  very 
energetic  and  have  built  a  rich  little 
country,  in  spite  of  its  ruggedness. 

The  people  of  Europe  do  not 
change  their  customs  easily.  They 
live  in  the  same  houses  that  their 
forefathers  lived  in.  They  use  the 
same  tools  for  farming.  Oxen  or 
maybe  cows  are  used  as  the  beasts 
of  burden.  Very  few  horses  are  seen 
over  Europe  and  very  few  tractors. 
Most  of  the  work  is  done  by  hand 
with  hoe  or  shovel. 

But  in  Italy  there  are  still  greater 
contrasts.  The  women  wash  their 
clothes  in  the  river  or  at  the  town 
fountain  and  hang  them  on  bushes 
to  dry.  They  carry  their  water  in 
large  pitchers  from  the  fountain  on 
their  heads  to  their  homes. 

In  between  all  of  this  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  Europe  still  lies  much 
destruction,  not  so  noticeable  in  the 
country  as  in  the  cities.  Very  few 
cities  escaped  this  destruction.  The 
rubble  of  brick  and  mortar  still  lies 
where  it  fell  when  the  city  was 
bombed.  Many,  many  houses  were 
destroyed,  and  very  few  have  been 
rebuilt;  hence,  people  are  living  in 
very  crowded  conditions,  many  fam- 
ilies in  one  room. 


Brethren   Service 
Calendar 

May  2-5.  BRETHREN  SEM- 
INAR TO  WASHING- 
TON. Open  to  anyone 
interested. 

May  8-11.  NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE  ON 
CHURCH  AND  WAR. 
Detroit.  Interdenomina- 
tional. Liberal  quota  for 
Brethren  delegates. 
Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, which  must  ap- 
prove delegates,  wel- 
comes inquiries. 

June  9— July  16.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  BRETH- 
REN WORK  CAMP. 
Fresno,  Calif.  Many 
others  will  begin  in  June 
or  July.  See  folder.  Sum- 
mer Service  for  1950. 

June  19-30.  INSTITUTE  OF 
RACE  RELATIONS. 
Elizabethtown  College. 
Other  institutes  on  cur- 
rent issues  later  at  Mc- 
Pherson,  Bethany,  La 
Verne  and  New  Wind- 
sor. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETH- 
REN INTERNATIONAL 
WORK  CAMPS.  Ger- 
many and  Austria. 

For  information  on  any  of 
these  events  write  to  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Elgin,  111. 
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As  we  traveled  over  the  highways, 
we  saw  many  people  walking  with 
packs  on  their  backs,  no  place  to 
call  home  and  no  job,  hence  no  food 
or  clothing.  There  are  millions  like 
that.  One  wonders  what  will  be  the 
outcome  of  all  this. 

In  the  midst  of  this  are  located 
several  of  our  Brethren  Service 
units,  trying  to  supply  in  a  small 
way  the  needs  of  these  people 
whether  it  be  food,  clothing  or  med- 
icine. We  know  that  this  has  been 
very  much  appreciated  by  the  people 
there.  How  much  of  this  work  can 
be  done  depends  on  us  here  at  home. 
Are  you  willing  to  share? 
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The  local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


The   children's   department   helps 

teachers    to    prepare    themselves 

for  leading  children  in  the  ways 

of    Christ 


EVERY  great  movement  of  his- 
tory has  been  basically  educa- 
tional, not  excepting  the  Chris- 
tian church.  Any  movement  which 
seeks  to  change  the  ideals  and  life 
patterns  of  a  people  soon  discovers 
that  it  must  be  absolutely  dependent 
upon  the  processes  of  education. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand, 
therefore,  the  importance  of  Christ- 
ian education  in  the  life  of  the 
church  today.  If  the  glorious  vision 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  makes 
all  of  life  subject  to  his  will  and  pur- 
poses, is  to  become  a  reality  in  the 
world  of  men,  they  must  first  be 
taught  to  understand  what  the  way 
of  Christ  means  for  their  lives,  and 
then  be  motivated  to  become  his  fol- 
lowers. This  is  the  educational  task 
of  the  church. 

The  thoughtful  Christian  has  come 
to  understand  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict between  Christian  education 
and  evangelism.  It  is  certainly 
granted  that  there  can  be  no  real 
Christian  life  without  individual  con- 
version, and  certainly  there  can  be 
no  genuine  conversion  without 
Christian  education.  "How  are  they 
to  believe  on  him  of  whom  they 
have  never  heard?  And  how  are 
they  to  hear  without  a  preacher?" 
(Rom.  10:  14).  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  determine  when  Jesus  was 
preaching  and  when  he  was  teach- 
ing, for  both  have  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  each  is  a  part  of  the  educa- 
tional process.  So  Christian  educa- 
tion at  its  best  is  evangelism,  and 
evangelism  at  its  best  is  Christian 
education.  We  can  see  how  inclusive 
is  this  educational  ministry,  reaching 
into  every  area  of  the  church's  life 
and  program. 

Moreover,  the  educational  work  of 
the  church  is  vital  because  it  deals 
directly  with  the  individual.  The 
crucial  point  of  the  whole  program 
of  the  church  lies  in  the  individual 
member  of  the  local  church.  To  meet 
his  needs,  and  to  influence  his  life, 
all  the  superstructure  of  organiza- 
tion on  the  levels  of  the  local  church, 
the  district,  the  region  and  the 
Brotherhood  exists. 


THE 

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
COMMISSION 


SERVING  the  LOCAL  CHURCH 


Paul  M.  Robinson 

Pastor,   Hagerstown,  Maryland 
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The  Christian  Education  Commis- 
sion endeavors  to  keep  this  fact  con- 
stantly in  mind,  since  its  work  is 
so  closely  related  to  the  individuals 
who  make  up  the  1,025  congregations 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In 
fact,  the  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission is  sometimes  referred  to  as 
"the  department  of  the  local  church." 
That  is  certainly  an  apt  phrase,  for 
perhaps  more  than  any  other  de- 
nominational agency,  the  Christian 
Education  Commission  touches  the 
life  and  work  of  the  local  congrega- 
tion at  practically  every  point. 

Think,  for  a  moment,  how  im- 
portant the  Christian  Education 
Commission  is  to  the  life  of  the  Sun- 
day school.  Most  of  our  churches 
will  agree  that  their  Sunday  school 
is  one  of  the  most  important  organi- 
zations of  their  local  program,  if  not 
the  most  significant.  It  is  the  teach- 
ing arm  of  the  church.  Through  its 
influence,  children  and  older  people 
alike  are  brought  into  a  knowledge 
of  the  Christian  way  of  life  and  into 
the  personal  fellowship  of  the  Savior 
himself.  The  Sunday  school  looks 
directly  to  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  to  supply  lesson  ma- 
terials for  its  teachers.  Through  the 
splendid  staff  of  editors  who  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  commis- 
sion, the  literature  which  is  so  es- 
sential to  good  teaching  is  made 
available  to  every  local  church.  In 
addition  to  the  task  of  adapting  the 


International  Uniform  lessons  for 
use  in  our  own  churches,  the  editors 
are  assigned  the  responsibility  of 
preparing  adequate  graded  lessons 
for  all  ages  which  will  interpret  the 
Scriptures  to  each  pupil  on  the  level 
of  his  own  understanding,  and  with 
the  emphasis  where  we  Brethren 
think  it  belongs. 

To  supplement  these  lesson  ma- 
terials, special  courses  in  Brethren 
doctrines  are  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  commission  to  in- 
struct further  our  pupils,  young  and 
old,  in  the  principles  for  which  the 
church  has  stood. 

Another  important  function  of  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  commission,  in 
a  time  when  there  is  so  much  ques- 
tionable literature  available,  is  to 
produce  our  own  Sunday-school 
papers  for  the  various  age  groups. 
No  one  can  ever  estimate  how  much 
good  influence  has  been  brought  into 
the  life  of  our  people  by  Tell  Me, 
Journeys,  Horizons,  and  their  an- 
tecedents. 

Along  with  the  literature  which 
is  produced  by  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission  for  use  in  the 
church  school  come  many  worth- 
while suggestions  for  the  teachers 
from  the  staff  of  specialists  in  the 
various  fields  of  education.  Chil- 
dren's workers  have  been  given  a 
new  vision  of  their  task  by  the 
constant  stream  of  materials  avail- 
able for  their  personal  growth  from 


the  office  of  the  children's  work 
director,  and  her  regional  and  dis- 
trict cabinets.  Workshops  and 
laboratory  schools  of  all  sorts  have 
been  held  in  every  part  of  the  Broth- 
erhood to  help  teachers  better  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  important 
task  of  moulding  the  lives  of  their 
pupils.  A  tremendous  advance  in  the 
area  of  training  for  teachers  of  chil- 
dren has  been  made  in  the  past  few 
years. 

Youth  work  has  held  an  important 
place  in  the  life  of  the  church  of  the 
past  three  decades.  The  Christian 
Education  Commission  knows  that 
these  young  people  are  tomorrow's 
church,  and  the  attitudes  and  life 
patterns  which  are  now  taking  root 
in  their  minds  will  largely  determine 
the  quality  of  the  life  of  the  church 
of  the  next  generation.  Consequent- 
ly, through  its  youth  director,  the 
commission  gives  guidance  to  these 
young  people  and  their  leaders,  by 
suggesting  programs  and  activities, 
by  directing  the  summer  camping 
program,  and  by  endeavoring  to  in- 
tegrate the  life  of  our  youth  with  the 
total  program  of  the  church. 

Men's  work  and  women's  work 
have  found  important  places  in  the 
life  of  our  local  congregations,  and 
they  too  look  to  the  Christian  Edu- 
cation Commission  for  guidance, 
through  their  respective  national, 
regional  and  district  directors. 

Other  areas  of  special  concern  of 
the  commission  are  in  the  fields  of 
home  life  and  temperance.   The  need 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


A  JOB  FOR  BOB  is  the  second  of 
the  curriculum  enrichment  films 
produced  through  the  joint  efforts  of 
the  Protestant  churches.  This  16mm. 
sound  film  tells  the  story  of  Bob, 
fresh  out  of  high  school  and  eager 
to  get  married.  When  he  is  told  he 
is  not  qualified  for  the  important  job 
he  wanted,  he  feels  crushed  and 
defeated  in  life.  The  story  of  how 
he  is  led  to  take  a  job  in  keeping 
with  his  abilities,  but  which  permits 
full  expression  of  his  personality 
should  prove  helpful  to  youth  and  to 
parents  everywhere. 

A  Job  for  Bob  lends  itself  to  a  good 
period  of  discussion. 

30  minutes.  Rental  $8.00  from 
VISUAL    EDUCATION    SERVICE 

General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.  Elgin,  111. 

The  third  film  in  this  series  will 
be  presented  next  week. 


Date 


General   Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

I  enclose  $ to  help  the  church 

maintain   its   Christian   Education   program. 

Please  use  as  follows: 

For    Christian    Education    Commission    Pro- 
gram      $ 

(Local    church,    family    life,    youth   work, 
temperance) 


For  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary    

(Training  ministers,  missionaries  and  local  workers) 

For  Brethren  Colleges   

(Annual  Conference  Appropriation) 

Name  Congregation 

District   Street 

City    State  


for  strengthening  the  ties  of  the 
Christian  family  has  been  obvious 
in  recent  years,  and  a  special  depart- 
ment has  been  established  to  work 
for  better  family  relations.  Through 
the  work  of  the  national  director, 
regional  committees  on  home  life 
are  being  established  to  reach  down 
into  local  churches  where  every 
available  means  of  encouraging  and 
maintaining  strong  family  relations 
is  used. 

The  problem  of  beverage  alcohol 
did  not  concern  Brethren  families 
directly  to  any  great  extent  in 
former  years.  Now,  we  must 
recognize  that  it  is  a  major  factor 
in  many  difficult  situations,  and  the 
church  is  throwing  her  resources 
completely  behind  the  ideal  of  total 
abstinence  from  the  use  of  liquor 
which  has  been  a  part  of  our 
heritage.  Through  its  national  direc- 
tor, a  vigorous  program  of  alcohol 
education  has  been  launched  by  the 
Christian  Education  Commission  to 
combat  this  evil  among  our  own 
people  and  in  the  social  order. 

Leaders  of  music  and  worship  are 
served  by  the  music  and  worship 
committee,  appointed  by  the  Chris- 
tian Education  Commission.  This 
committee  is  constantly  looking  for 
ways  in  which  to  strengthen  the 
local  music  ministry.  A  helpful  bul- 
letin, The  Ministry  of  Music,  is  pub- 
lished regularly  for  local  leaders. 
This  June  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  a 
Brethren  music  and  worship  confer- 
ence is  being  sponsored. 

The  new  Brethren  Hymnal,  which 
will  appear  in  1951,  has  been  pro- 
duced under  the  direction  of  the 
Christian  Education  Commission,  by 
its  specially  appointed  hymnal  com- 
mittee. 

Added  to  these  responsibilities  is 
the  task  of  promoting  leadership 
education  both  in  the  local  church 


and  in  the  church's  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  The  Christian  Edu- 
cation Commission  is  working  close- 
ly with  our  Brethren  colleges  in 
order  to  help  them  more  effectively 
to  serve  the  church  and  to  train  our 
young  people  for  Christian  leader- 
ship in  their  home  congregations. 

What  a  tremendous  scope  of  ac- 
tivity comes  within  the  respon- 
sibility of  this  important  commis- 
sion! No  wonder  it  may  be  called 
"the  department  of  the  local  church," 
for  it  undergirds  the  total  program 
of  the  church  at  every  level.  Almost 
everything  the  church  endeavors  to 
do  is  dependent  upon  the  work  of 
Christian  education. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  work 
of  Christian  education,  however,  is 
getting  the  people  of  our  churches 
to  realize  its  importance  and  signif- 
icance. Since  it  deals  so  much  with 
the  basic  structure  of  church  life,  it 
is  so  easily  taken  for  granted.  Its 
work  is  not  so  dramatic  or  spec- 
tacular as  much  of  the  splendid  work 
abroad  in  which  the  church  is  en- 
engaged.  Yet  without  the  money 
spent  in  this  department,  there  could 
be  little  program  in  the  other  areas 
of  church  life. 

On  Sunday,  April  23,  the  churches 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  give 
a  special  offering  for  the  work  of 
Christian  education,  either  for  the 
general  work  of  the  commission,  for 
the  colleges,  or  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.  Let  the  gifts  be  great, 
according  to  the  greatness  of  the 
need,  and  the  opportunity  which  God 
has  given  to  his  church.  By  under- 
girding  the  churches  of  the  Brother- 
hood at  their  base  with  a  strong 
program  of  Christian  training,  we 
shall  be  better  able  to  extend  the 
borders  of  his  kingdom. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetla  C.  Mow 


OUR  DAILY  BREAD 


Daily  the  cry  for  bread  comes  from  many  throats. 
Sometimes  it  is  weak  because  there  has  never  been 
enough  food.  Many  different  ways  are  used  to  sup- 
ply the  food  the  world  needs. 

Here  is  a  picture  story  of  the  toil  involved  in  supply- 
ing rice,  the  Chinese  "bread." 

The  Chinese  farmer  works  tirelessly  to  maintain  the 
fertility  of  his  land.  With  an  average  farm  holding 
of  only  3  1/3  acres  per  farm,  land  never  lies  idle, 
never  is  used  only  for  pasture.  There  is  no  com- 
mercial fertilizer  manufactured  in  China;  hence  the 
farmer  is  always  at  work  collecting  manure  and 
making  compost.  In  the  picture  above  he  is  fertiliz- 
ing his  land,  under  water. 


In  the  vast  rice  lands  of  centn 
and  south  China,  the  water  buffa- 
lo is  the  beast  of  burden.  He  can 
pull  about  half  as  much  as  a 
horse,  and  in  the  irrigated  field 
of  the  rice  bowl  is  right  at  home 
Often  the  land  is  never  drained  o: 
water  except  at  harvesttime.  Har 
rowing  and  preparing  the  land  un 
der  water  is  done  with  a  simple 
wood  and  bamboo  harrow  which 
is  dragged  along  and  stirs  up  the 
mud,  mixes  the  compost  and  levels 
the   earth. 

Plowing  is  also  accomplished  with 
the  water  buffalo.  The  plow  is 
simple  instrument  which  consists 
of  a  curved  piece  of  metal  fastened 
to  the  end  of  a  stick.  Pulled  along 
in  an  upright  position,  this  is  able 
to  plow  a  furrow  some  five  to  si> 
inches  deep.  Plowing  under  wate* 
means  that  you  do  not  have  tc 
wait  for  the  land  to  dry,  or  for  gooc 
weather. 


Threshing  the  grain  is  another  hand  process,  done  in 
much  the  same  way  for  the  past  3,000  years.  Sheafs 
of  rice  are  beaten  upon  a  small  board,  set  up  on  the 
threshing  floor,  near  the  home  of  the  farmer.  Great 
care  is  taken  to  save  every  grain.  The  yield  per 
acre  sometimes  reaches  forty  bushels.  With  an  av- 
erage of  only  three  acres  per  farm,  the  level  of  living 
may  be  imagined.  The  Chinese  reckon  that  an  adult 
can  live  on  2  \'z  bushels  per  month,  and  this  figure  is 
often  used  in  paying  wages  for  hired  help. 


Irrigating  the  rice  lands  is  a  major  task,  and  one  upon 
which  the  future  bread  of  life  depends.  From  deeper 
ivers  and  canals  large  bamboo  water  wheels  may 
oe  constructed,  which  are  powered  by  the  current 
md  may  lift  water  25-30  feet.  An  elevated  trough 
:atches  the  water  and  conducts  it  off  to  the  higher 
erraces  of  the  hillside. 


Most  of  the  irrigating  is  done  by 
man  power,  on  treadle  pumps, 
each  lifting  the  water  some  six  to 
ten  feet.  A  series  of  paddles 
pushes  the  water  up  a  trough,  and 
onto  the  next  terrace.  Sometimes 
the  same  water  is  handled  twenty 
to  thirty  times  up  the  side  of  a 
mountain.  The  claylike  texture  of 
the  soil  prevents  too  much  seep- 
age. Sometimes  boys  spend  their 
years  from  ten  to  thirty  on  these 
pumps.  The  girls  help  too.  It  is  a 
year-round  job.  The  task  of  pre- 
paring and  claiming  our  daily 
bread   is   never   easy. 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  MARRIED  A  MINISTER 


Her  Wider  Outlook 


Mrs.  Ross   D.   Murphy 
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Ross  and  Florence  Murphy  in  the  livinc 
room  of  their  home 
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YES,  I  married  a  minister  and 
that  was  almost  thirty-two  years 
ago.  I  am  now  approaching 
sixty-five  years  of  age,  so  you  see 
neither  Ross  nor  I  was  too  young 
when  we  made  this  venture.  I  had 
graduated  from  the  state  normal, 
Juniata  College  and  the  university 
graduate  school  with  a  sprinkling  of 
teaching  interspersed  and  was  then 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Blue 
Ridge  College.  Mr.  Murphy  joined 
me  there  where  together  we  spent 
an  additional  three  years.  We 
thought  we  were  headed  for  educa- 
tional work  in  connection  with  our 
Brotherhood  colleges. 

The  urge  came  for  my  husband  to 
continue  his  graduate  work.  We 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  it  was 
while  there  that  the  need  in  the 
pastoral  field  began  to  press  in  upon 
us  through  calls  from  widespread 
areas. 

For  my  own  part  I  was  beginning 
to  realize  that  any  opportunity  for 
service  which  might  be  found  in  the 
educational  field  could  be  duplicated 
in  pastoral  work.  So  many  prom- 
ising ministers  of  that  day  were  be- 
ing drawn  toward  our  college  facul- 
ties or  other  fields  in  education. 
There  were  three  Murphy  brothers, 
all  ministers,  but  the  other  two  had 
definitely  chosen  fields  in  education. 
Ross  was,  and  is,  basically  and 
fundamentally  a  pastor.  So,  I  think 
I  helped  to  steer  the  course  of  our 
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work  together  back  into  the  field 
in  which  he  already  had  considerable 
experience. 

It  was  during  our  long  period  of 
pastoral  work  in  one  of  our  large 
eastern  cities  that  many  doors  of 
opportunity,  outside  of  the  local 
church,  opened — many  more  indeed 
than  one  could  possibly  enter.  There 
was  the  women's  interdenomination- 
al work  of  the  city  just  beginning 
to  find  itself  and  I  was  privileged  to 
be  one  of  its  charter  members  repre- 
senting, of  course,  the  women  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Then,  there 
was  the  Women's  International 
League  for  Peace  and  Freedom, 
whch  reached  out  into  areas  where 
church  women  alone  could  not  al- 
ways work.  At  that  time  I  felt  it 
was  important  for  church  women  to 
be  active  in  these  fields  and  I  was 
glad  to  serve  in  behalf  of  the  church. 

The  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  having  its  headquarters 
in  Philadelphia  had  been  active 
since  the  years  of  the  first  world 
war  in  areas  of  service  in  which  our 
Brotherhood  was  now  becoming 
much  interested.  Before  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  had  become 
fully  organized  it  seemed  good  to 
have  a  representative  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  to  sit  in  on  the 
planning  and  deliberations  of  the 
AFSC  and  upon  invitation  from  the 
Friends  and  the  B.S.C.  to  do  so,  I  vol- 
unteered to  give  all  of  the  time  and 
energy  I  could  spare  in  this  capacity 
from  1937  to  1947. 


Just  as  the  Spirit  had  stirred  othei 
groups  of  women  into  greater  ac 
tivity  of  service,  so  during  the  lattei 
half  of  the  "Twenties"  our  womer 
were  moved  to  enlarge  their  ac 
tivity;  this  resulted  in  the  larger  pro 
gram  of  women's  work  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  This,  too 
offered  a  challenge  for  service  not  tc 
be  ignored.  The  best  thought  of  this 
transitional  period  plus  the  experi 
ence  of  active  service  was  needec 
to  direct  our  women's  work  towarc 
the  vision  of  the  great  need  fo] 
consecrated  effort  which,  at  the  time 
none  of  us  realized  was  so  close  al 
hand.  Our  women  have  responded 
nobly  and  I  have  always  been  grate 
ful  to  be  counted  as  one  of  th( 
"women"  of  the  church  and  to  b« 
able  to  share  with  the  rest  the  ex 
periences  of  the  two  decades  frorr 
1929  to  1949 — a  period  of  transition 
organization  and  service. 

During  the  years  of  war  our  grea 
concern  was  for  the  young  men  whc 
elected  either  CPS  or  the  military 
Many  anxious  hours  were  spent  ii 
their  behalf.  Both  Mr.  Murphy  anc 
I,  being  located  as  we  were  in  Phil 
adelphia,  had  unusual  opportunitie: 
to  assist  others  as  well  as  Bretfirei 
young  people.  At  this  time  Mr 
Murphy  was  chosen  to  serve  a: 
president  of  the  Federation  o 
Churches  in  the  city  and  minister 
of  other  denominations  frequentl? 
consulted  him  as  to  the  guidance  o 
their  own  young  men — especially  th> 
conscientious  objectors. 
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But  what  of  the  pastorate — our 
immediate  parish?  That  would,  in- 
deed, be  a  story  in  itself  which  the 
limitations  of  my  subject  will  not 
permit.  But  I  hasten  to  say  that  the 
sharing  of  the  experiences  in  the 
pastorate  provided  the  grass  roots 
from  which  the  inspiration  for  all 
other  service  stemmed.  I  have  been 
deeply  grateful  that  when  attempt- 
ing to  direct  women's  work,  I  could 
also  share  in  establishing  the  pro- 
gram of  its  various  activities  with 
the  women  of  my  own  home  church 
and  district,  where  all  church  work 
must  function.  And  I  could  with  a 
bit  more  ease  try  to  encourage  our 
young  people  to  volunteer  their  serv- 
ice knowing  that  I  too  was  sharing 
in  the  same  venture.  The  parish  has 
been  a  constant  inspiration  to  me. 

I  should  not  conclude  this  message 
without  mention  of  our  home  and  its 
contribution  to  whatever  service  we 
have  been  able  to  render.  I  can  only 
touch  upon  one  or  two  phases  in 
which  it  contributed  to  the  "wider 
sutlook."  Located  at  the  doorstep,  so 
to  speak,  of  service  abroad  and 
service  at  home,  it  was  our  privilege 
to  have  many  missionaries  and  serv- 
ice workers  in  our  home.  And  upon 
>ur  invitation  Elgin  staff  members 
frequently  dropped  in,  as  they 
passed  through  the  city,  for  a  chat 
ir  perchance  for  one  of  Ross'  early 
norning  breakfasts.  Then,  too,  our 
lome  was  the  parsonage  about  which 
nuch  might  be  said  that  is  irrelevant 
lere.  Our  home  has  always  been  to 
as  a  sanctuary — a  retreat — a  place  of 
nuch  needed  rest — a  sacred  gift 
from  God.  It  has  lately  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  city  to  the  country — 
from  the  midst  of  brick  walls  and 
concrete  pavement  to  blue  skies, 
aroad  valleys,  and  mountain  vistas. 
But  here  too  are  people — goodly 
people — kindly  people,  and,  wher- 
ever people  are,  there  opportunities 
for  service  may  be  found.  So  now 
again,  the  long  arm  of  service  has 
reached  into  this  our  last  retreat  and 
i  beckoning  hand  bids  us  share  our 
experiences  in  a  rural  area. 

No  service  that  I  have  been  priv- 
leged  to  render  has  been  unusual. 
I  have  been  but  one  of  many  who 
lave  engaged  in  like  service.  The 
rista  of  the  wider  outlook  has  not 
narrowed  even  though  for  me  it  may 
De  turning  toward  the  sunset,  yet  I 
im  sure  that  for  Christian  woman- 
hood the  look  ahead  is  toward  a 
greater  opportunity  to  serve. 

Yes,  the  minister  whom  I  married 
md  I  have  had  to  face  many  prob- 
ems  difficult  of  solution,  yet  the 
warmth  of  the  struggle  has  brought 
nany  a  glow  of  satisfaction. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

A  Tribute  to  J.  B.  Emmert 

Awakening  at  four  one  morning, 
I  began  to  think  of  the  departed 
J.  B.  Emmert  for  some  unaccount- 
able reason.  His  spirit  seemed  very 
near  to  me. 

I  first  met  him  eighteen  years  ago, 
when  he  was  an  overnight  guest  in 
our  home.  Only  one  incident  of  his 
visit  do  I  recall  distinctly.  After 
breakfast  I  was  eager  for  a  get-ac- 
quainted talk  with  him,  and  told 
him  so.  But  standing  up  and  smiling 
at  me  he  said:  "I  must  go  to  my 
room  and  have  my  devotions  first; 
then  we  can  talk." 

I  protested,  "But  we  have  so  little 
time  to  talk  and  we  do  not  know 
when  we  will  ever  have  another 
chance!" 

"Yes,  I  know,  but  I  must  first  have 
my  quiet  time  with  my  Lord."  So 
saying,  he  left  me. 

What  we  talked  about  afterward 
is  all  forgotten;  what  he  taught  me 
by  his  prayer  example  lives  on.  I 
sensed  that  morning,  and  in  the 
church  services  that  followed,  that 
here  was  a  Christian  different  from 

About  Books  .  .  . 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
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House,  Elgin.  Illinois. — Editor. 


any  I  had  ever  contacted  before. 

Our  next  meeting  was  at  the 
Colorado  Springs  Conference  in  1931, 
a  few  months  later.  I  remember 
nothing  about  his  sermon,  not  even 
the  subject  or  the  text.  I  only  re- 
member that  he  stirred  my  heart. 
At  the  close,  I  told  my  husband  that 
I  must  speak  with  Bro.  Emmert. 

I  went  to  the  front  of  the  room. 
When  he  saw  me,  he  stepped  to  me 
with  outstretched  hand  and  glowing 
eyes.  I  recall  distinctly  of  telling 
him  how  much  meat  there  was  in 
his  sermon,  that  so  many  times  peo- 
ple offered  us  only  skin  and  bones. 

He  smiled  and  directed  me  to  the 
front  row  of  seats  where  we  sat 
down  side  by  side,  yet  in  such  a 
manner  that  we  comfortably  faced 
each  other.  Then  I  received  in  my 
small  cup  of  capacity  the  overflow 
from  his  Spirit-filled  life.  We  talked 
about  our  Lord  and  I  was  full  of 
questions.  His  face  was  radiant, 
lighted  by  an  inner  glow.  My  heart 
burned  within  me  as  my  life  caught 
sparks  from  his  consuming  fire.  We 
were  utterly  oblivious  to  our  sur- 
roundings and  the  people  thronging 
about  us.  We  were  in  heavenly 
places. 

Suddenly  we  were  conscious  of  a 


Little  Prairie  Dog.  Jene  Ban*. 
Whitman,  1949.   34  pages.  $1.00. 

Here  is  an  entertaining  little  book 
for  little  children  just  learning  to 
read.  Stumpy  has  adventures  when 
he  wanders  from  home  into  Farmer 
Jones'  yard. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Happy  Day.  Ruth  Krauss. 
Harper,  1949.  34  pages.  $1.50. 

This  is  a  book  to  delight  anyone. 
Its  simple  story  and  charming  pic- 
tures will  be  favorites  of  all  who 
see  it.  For  children  three  to  eight 
years  old,  especially.— Hazel  Ken- 
nedy. 

A  Promise  to  Keep.  James  D. 
Smart.  Westminster,  1949.  224 
pages.    $2.50. 

"In  thee  shall  all  families  of  the 
earth  be  blessed,"  was  God's  promise 
to  Abraham.  The  story  of  how  God 
kept  that  promise  is  the  theme  of 
this  book.  The  story  is  told  in  clear 
everyday  language.  Beginning  with 
Abraham,  it  tells  the  Bible  story  in 
a  moving,  connected  whole.  Boys 
and  girls  will  delight  to  find  the 
places  in  the  narrative  where  their 
favorite  stories  of  Bible  people  fit 
into  God's  plan.  Scripture  references 
at  the  end  of  the  book  give  guidance 


in  reading   the  story   directly   from 
the  Bible. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Little  Circus  Dog.  Jene  Barr. 
Whitman,  1949.   34  pages.  $1.00. 

Little  Circus  Dog  is  another  easy- 
to-read  book  in  primer  style.  Trixie 
is  the  little  circus  dog  whose  per- 
formance made  the  people  say, 
"Never  has  there  been  such  a  circus 
as  this!"- — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Bible  Stories,  Book  I.  Muriel  J. 
Chalmers.  Nelson  and  Sons,  1949. 
172  pages.   $1.25. 

Beautifully  told  stories  of  the  life 
of  Jesus  weaving  in  much  imaginary 
detail.  Illustrated  by  black  and 
white  drawings  and  Nelson  Bible 
pictures  in  color. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Bible  Stories,  Book  II.  Muriel  J. 
Chalmers.  Nelson  and  Sons,  1949. 
194  pages.   $1.25. 

This  book  for  older  boys  and  girls 
has  a  group  of  Old  Testament  stories 
— Stories  of  God's  Care — and  also 
some  on  the  life  of  Jesus.  Here  again 
are  imaginative  detail,  black  and 
white  drawings  and  Nelson  Bible 
pictures  in  color. — Hazel  Kennedy. 
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great  stillness.  The  large  room  was 
empty.  I  came  down  to  earth  and 
thought  of  my  husband  and  three- 
year-old  son,  waiting  somewhere  for 
me.  At  the  door  we  shook  hands  and 
parted — never  to  meet  again  on  this 
earth. 

In  humility,  I  bring  this  tribute  of 
love  and  praise  to  a  truly  great  soul. 
— Roxie  Coffman,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Florida  and  Georgia  District 
Conierence 

The  1949  district  conference  for 
Florida  and  Georgia  convened  at  our 
newly  formed  district  camp,  Ithiel, 
near  Orlando,  Fla.,  on  Oct.  7-9.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  Win- 
ter Park  congregation.  All  of  the 
ten  congregations  were  represented. 
Elder  Herman  B.  Heisey,  pastor  of 
the  Sebring  congregation,  served  as 
moderator  and  Elder  T.  Simon  Rich- 
ardson, pastor  of  the  Miami  con- 
gregation, was  elected  reading  clerk. 

Several  reports  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. The  Castaher  congregation, 
Puerto  Rico,  was  accepted  as  a  part 
of  our  district.  This  action  had  pre- 
viously been  approved  by  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board. 

It  was  decided  that  our  district 
should  plan  to  care  for  a  displaced 
family.  Our  district  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee  is  to  arrange  for  this. 
A  district  budget  of  $3,355  was  ap- 
proved for  the  coming  year. 

Elder  T.  Simon  Richardson  was 
elected  moderator  for  the  coming 
year.  Elder  H.  B.  Heisey  was  elected 
to  represent  us  on  the  1950  Standing 
Committee  at  Annual  Conference. 
Elder  C.  E.  Bower  is  alternate. 

A  special  called  district  confer- 
ence convened  in  the  Sebring  church 
on  Nov.  25,  1949,  to  consider  a  char- 
ter for  the  administration  of  Camp 
Ithiel.  A  camp  charter  was  approved 
and  the  camp  trustees  organized  as 
a  body,  the  officers  to  form  their 
executive  committee. 

We  now  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  big  district  project  for  the 
past  year,  our  camp,  is  now  well  be- 
gun and  that  we  can  build  a  worthy 
camp  upon  the  foundation  now  laid. 
— J.  D.  Reish,  writing  clerk;  Poctors 
Inlet,  Fla. 

Young  Adults  in  California  Have 
Successful  Year 

Under  the  able  leadership  of  co- 
presidents,  Milton  and  Veda  Brock, 
Jr.,  the  work  of  the  young  adults  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona 
progressed.  At  the  January  council 
meeting  of  the  district  young  adults 
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the  council  voted  to  assume  the  fol- 
lowing projects  for  the  1948-1949 
year:  Camp  La  Verne  clean-up  day, 
visitation  program  among  the 
churches  of  the  district,  speaker 
system  for  Camp  La  Verne  and 
equipment  for  the  science  depart- 
ment of  La  Verne  College. 

We  are  happy  to  report  successful 
completion  of  all  the  projects.  The 
clean-up  day  was  a  success  in  that 
it  aided  the  camp  manager  and  camp 
staff  greatly  in  putting  in  order  the 
physical  effects  of  the  camp  in 
preparation  for  the  first  group  of 
campers.  The  visitation  program 
among  the  churches  of  the  district 
was  designed  to  strengthen  the  ties 
among  the  members  of  the  various 
young  adult  groups.  This  program 
will  be  continued  this  year.  The 
public  address  system  for  Camp  La 
Verne  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
$300  to  the  young  adults.  Equipment 
valued  at  $300  was  purchased  and 
presented  to  La  Verne  College. 

We  have  three  major  activities 
each  year:  spring  hi-jinks,  summer 
camp  at  Camp  La  Verne  and  the  fall 
banquet. 

The  district  officers  meet  approxi- 
mately five  times  per  year,  and  the 
district  officers  meet  with  the  dis- 
trict council  three  times  a  year.  The 
district  council  is  composed  of  two 
members  from  each  young  adult 
group  in  the  district  meeting  with 
the  district  officers. 

The  district  officers  for  the  year 
1949-1950  are  as  follows:  co-presi- 
dents, Robert  and  Ethel  Cripe;  co- 
vice  presidents,  Kenneth  and  Mar- 
guerite Shamberger;  co-secretaries, 
Arthur  and  Hazel  Snell;  co-treasur- 
ers, Ralph  and  Eldora  Schusler. — 
Arthur  and  Hazel  Snell,  co-sec- 
retaries. 

Thinking  About  the  Hunting 
Season 

Another  hunting  season  has  come 
and  gone  and  with  it  another  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  innocent  inhabit- 
ants of  the  animal  kingdom. 

Children  in  Sunday  school,  kinder- 
garten, and  day  school  are  taught  at 
great  length  of  God's  love  for  all 
creatures:  birds,  fish,  rabbits,  squir- 
rels, and  on  to  the  domesticated 
animals  such  as  horses,  cows,  pigs, 
lambs,  chickens,  etc.  They  also  enjoy 
pictures  such  as  Walt  Disney  por- 
trays and  books  which  show  a  deep 
affection,  understanding  and  love  for 
all  animals. 

Then  Sonny  is  taken  into  the 
store  to  buy  a  gun;  anything  that 
will  kill  or  maim  seems  to  be  all 
right.  Then  he  is  told  to  go  out  and 
kill  that  same  bird,  rabbit,  squirrel, 


etc.  He  may  go  out  with  other  boys 
and  be  told  to  be  a  big  he-man  such 
as  they  are  or  he  sometimes  goes 
with  Dad,  himself.  How  does  this 
all  add  up  in  a  young  and  tender 
heart? 

A  great  minister  said  in  his 
Thanksgiving  sermon,  "We  do  not 
appreciate  the  suffering  and  terror 
our  animal  kingdom  does  endure  to 
feed  us."  There  are  many  straws 
in  the  wind  that  point  to  a  better 
world  for  everybody  and  everything. 
This  could  be  another  area. 

After  all,  we  are  the  only  tools 
that  God  has  to  work  with;  so  let  us 
express  the  love,  affection  and  sym 
pathy  for  all  living  creatures  that 
he  puts  into  our  hearts  and  maybe 
wars  and  all  troubles  will  be  a  thing 
of  the  past. — Mrs.  Naomi  Miller, 
Piqua,  Ohio. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 


Fiftieth  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  Peck  of  Hiawatha, 
Kansas,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  Feb.  4,  1950,  at  their  home, 
where  they  held  open  house. 


Bro.  Peck  was  born  near  Lanark,  111.,  in 

1877,  and  Sister  Peck,  the  former  Josephine 
Smith,  was  born  near  Hamlin,  Kansas,  ir 

1878.  The  couple  were  married  Feb.  4 
1900,  at  Falls  City,  Nebr.  Brother  and  Sistei 
Peck  have  lived  most  of  their  married  life 
in  or  near  Hiawatha,  Kansas. 

Their  six  children  are  as  follows:  Lestej 
of  Falls  City,  Nebr.,  Orville  of  Glendale 
Calif.,  Mrs.  Ralph  Landes  of  Kansas  City 
Kansas,  Mrs.  Robert  Carlson  of  Lincoln 
Nebr.,  Mrs.  Leonard  Bindel  of  Hiawatha 
Kansas,  and  Quincey  of  Indiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  active  members 
of  the  Brick  church,  Morrill,  Kansas. — L 
M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Burns  of  Flora 
Ind.,  observed  their  sixtieth  wedding  an- 
niversary at  their  home  on  Jan.  11,  1950 
Retta  Gish  of  near  Camden,  Ind.,  anc 
William  Burns,  son  of  John  Burns  of  th« 
Flora  community,  Ind.,  were  married  or 
Jan.  11,  1890,  by  Bro.  John  Maxwell  o: 
Delphi,  Ind. 

Most  of  their  life  together  has  been  spen' 
in  or  near  Flora.  The  couple  also  lived  foi 
eighteen  years  in  Irricana,  Canada.  Bro 
Burns  was  a  farmer  nearly  all  of  the  tim< 
they  lived  in  Canada. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burns  have  been  member: 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  manj 
years.  Bro.  Burns  has  been  a  minister  ii 
the  church  for  fifty  years. 

The   couple   have   six   children,    sixteen 
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grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren. 
Bro.  Burns  has  recently  become  totally- 
blind.— W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora,  Ind. 

Adameiiis-Tamulion.  —  Victor  Adameitis 
and  Rhita  Tamulion,  both  of  Chicago,  111., 
March  11,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Chicago, 
01.,  by  the  undersigned.— Harper  S.  Will, 
Chicago,  111. 

Armstrong-Blackburn.  —  Donald  Arm- 
strong of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Mary 
Blackburn  of  Ridgely,  Md.,  March  4,  1950, 
at  Ridgely,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned.— J.  S. 
Rittenhouse,  Queen  Anne,  Md. 

Bomberger-Wenger.— Carl  Bomberger  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Mildred  Wenger  of 
Leacock,  Pa.,  in  the  Conestoga  church, 
Bareville,  Pa.,  Nov.  24,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, the  bride's  father,  assisted  by  Elder 
S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa. — 
Paul  D.  Wenger,  Leacock,  Pa. 

Bowyer-Renner.  —  Vadis  L.  Bowyer  and 
Mrs.  Eileen  Renner,  both  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
March  10,  1950,  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — Walter 
Fisher,  Dupont,  Ohio. 

Dundore-Kline. — Ray  Dundore  and  Ruth 
Kline,  both  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  24, 
1949,  in  the  Myerstown  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Berkey  Knavel,  Myerstown, 
Pa. 

Easion-Bell.  —  Edwin  Easton  of  Degraff, 
Ohio,  and  Carol  Bell  of  Quincy,  Ohio,  in 
the  Stony  Creek  church,  Nov.  17,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

Kientz-Hanna  —  Otto  L.  Kientz  of  Mer- 
Iden,  Kansas,  and  Marie  Hanna  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  Jan.  7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home.— Guy  H.  Brammell,  Ozawkie, 
Kansas. 

Marlin-Myer. — Raymond  Martin  of  Kin- 
zer,  Pa.,  and  Jeanette  Myer  of  Bird  in 
Hand,  Pa.,  in  the  Conestoga  church,  Bare- 
ville, Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Paul  D. 
Wenger,  Leacock,  Pa. 

Overholser-Kreiizer.  —  William  Overhol- 
ser  and  Miriam  Kreitzer,  July  23,  1949,  in 
the  Mack  Memorial  church  parsonage,  by 
the  undersigned.— John  D.  Long,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Parker-Earick.— Merlin  C.  Parker  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Bernice  M.  Earick  of 
Bradford,  Ohio,  in  the  groom's  home, 
March  4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — C.  G. 
Hesse,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

Peregoy-Lenlz. — Raymond  E.  Peregoy  of 
Reisterstown,  Md.,  and  Frances  E.  Lentz 
of  Randallstown,  Md.,  at  Roops  Mills,  West- 
minster, Md.,  March  8,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Rogers-Bolinger. — Everett  F.  Rogers  of 
Union  City,  Ind.,  and  Ruthanna  Bolinger 
of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in  the  Greenville 
church,  Jan.  1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  — 
C.  G.  Hesse,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

Roop-Dilmars. — J.  Carroll  Roop  of  Lin- 
wood,  Md.,  and  Blanche  Ditmars  of  Wash- 
ington, Kansas,  Dec.  30,  1948,  in  the  bride's 
home,  by  Bro.  Samuel  Gauby.  —  Nora  M. 
Ditmars,  Washington,  Kansas. 

Sirrine-Marsh. — Ernest  E.  Sirrine  and 
Mary  Ann  Marsh,  both  of  Midland,  Mich., 
in  the  Midland  church,  Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.  —  Ervin  Weaver,  Midland, 
Mich. 

Snavely-Kline.  —  Harper  Snavely  of 
Woodbury,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Verna  Kline  of 
Myerstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1950,  in  the  Myers- 
town church,  by  the  undersigned. —  Ber- 
key  Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Spain-Slayrook.  —  Tommy  Spain  of  Mid- 
dleburg,  Ohio,  and  Christine  Stayrook  of 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  in  the  Stony  Creek 
church,  Dec.  18,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Thompson-Sullivan. — Carroll  D.  Thomp- 
son and  Mary  Ann  Sullivan,  both  of  Wa- 
terloo, Iowa,  in  the  Waterloo  church,  Feb. 
3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Perry 
Prather,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Thumma-Gochenauer. — John  W.  Thum- 
ma  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  Pauline  Goche- 
nauer  of  Newville,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — O.  J.  Hassinger, 
Huntsdale,  Pa. 

Zahniser-Landis. — John  R.  Zahniser  and 
Eileen  J.  Landis,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
the  East  Dayton  church,  March  3,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — H.  T.  Barnhart,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Abraham  Lincoln  Boyd 

Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  Clement  G. 
and  Fanny  Boyd,  was  born  at  White  Oak, 
Pa.,   Feb.   13,   1864,   and   died  Jan.   4,   1950, 

at  his  home 
in  N  a  m  p  a  , 
Idaho. 

Having  a 
strong  pio- 
neer spirit, 
he  came  west 
when  nine- 
teen years  of 
age,  entering 
McPherson 
College  a  s 
one  of  its 
first  students. 
In  1890  he 
was  married 
to  Susannah 
Cathe  r  i  n  e 
Bower  at 
Great  Bend, 
Kansas. 
In  1891  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Longmont,  Colo.  In  1894 
he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Walnut  Valley  church,  near  Great  Bend, 
Kansas.  Under  the  free  ministry  Bro. 
Boyd  served  churches  in  Oklahoma, 
California  and  Idaho.  During  his  ministry 
he  was  also  engaged  in  farming  and 
carpentering.  During  1941,  while  in  Idaho, 
he  gave  up  farming  and  moved  to  Nampa, 
where  he  established  a  cabinet  shop.  Each 
day  he  took  time  for  study,  meditation 
and  prayer. 

Probably  the  fullest  enjoyment  in  Bro. 
Boyd's  career  came  with  his  services  in 
the  Washita  congregation,  Cordell,  Okla., 
where  he  became  a  faithful  leader  of  a 
large   group   of  young  people. 

Bro.  Boyd  had  asked  before  his  death 
that  only  a  few  flowers  be  sent  to  the 
funeral,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
money  be  sent  for  missions. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  six  daugh- 
ters, four  sons,  twenty-five  grandchildren, 
fourteen  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother,   C.  T.  Boyd  of  Manheim,  Pa. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Nampa  church  by  Bro.  Francis  H.  Barr. — 
Bruce  A.  Tharrington,  Dale,  Oregon. 

Anna  B.  Coffman 

Anna  B.  Coffman,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catherine  Weaver  Erb,  was  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  June  14,  1870,  and 
passed  away  Dec.  27,  1949,  at  the  home 
of  her  son,   Virgil. 

She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
has  remained  faithful  through  many  years 
of  service  as  the  wife  of  a  minister  and 
elder. 

In  1895  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Henry  C.  N.  Coffman,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  three  years  ago. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Edwin  H. 
of  Albia,  Iowa,  and  Virgil  of  South  English, 
Iowa,  and  five  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Howard  Keim,  Jr. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Virgil 
S.  Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Sherman  Clapper 

Sherman,  son  of  Henry  and  Martha 
Clapper,  was  born  in  Indiana,  July  17, 
1863,  and  died  Jan.  29,   1950. 

In  1889  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Byroad.  To  this  union  six  children 
were  born.  He  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  last 
year. 

Bro.  Clapper  rendered  many  years  of 
faithful  service  as  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  daugh- 
ters, one  son,  twenty-one  grandchildren 
and    sixteen    great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Chewelah. 
Interment  was  in  the  local  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Leona  Barnhart,   Chewelah,  Wash. 


Mary  Clapper 

Mary  Clapper,  daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  Byroad,  was  born  in  Indiana,  April 
9,  1864,  and  died  in  St.  Joseph's  hospital, 
Chewelah,   Wash.,   Feb.   16,    1950. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sherman 
Clapper,  who  preceded  her  in  death  only 
three  weeks  before.  In  1889  they  were 
elected  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  celebrated  their  sixtieth 
wedding  anniversary  last  year.  Sister 
Clapper  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
church. 

She  is  survived  by  four  daughters,  one 
son,  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  sixteen 
great-grandchildren. 

Interment  was  in  the  Chewelah  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Leona  Barnhart,  Chewelah,  Wash. 

Emma  C.  Brumbaugh 

Emma  C.  Brumbaugh,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Pote  Mohr,  was  born  May  8, 
1869,  at  Bakers  Summit,  Pa.,  and  died 
Jan.  10,  1950. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  H.  H. 
Brumbaugh,  who  was  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

She  was  a  faithful  worker  in  the  church 
for  many  years. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  John  W. 
of  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  and  Charles  E.  of  Cen- 
tral City,  Pa.,  seven  grandchildren,  five 
great-grandchildren  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Sarah  K.  Fox  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
where  she  was  riving  at  the  time  of  her 
death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Hite 
Brothers  funeral  home  by  Bro.  Harper  M. 
Snavely.  Burial  was  in  the  Holsinger 
cemetery.— Mrs.  Vernon  Stayer,  Curryville, 
Pa. 

Ethel  M.  Mongold 

Ethel  Mae  Mongold,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Kline,  was  born  July  22,  1903, 
at  Copetown,  W.  Va.,  and  passed  away 
Jan.  6,  1950,  in  the 
hospital  in  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  where 
she  had  been  visit- 
ing her  sister. 

In  1926  she  was 
married  to  Byron 
Mongold. 

Sister  Mongold 
became  a  member 
of  the  Wiley  Ford 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1938, 
and  has  been  a 
great  builder  in  the 
church  since  that 
time.  In  1947  she 
\s^  '  and     her     husband 

..:. -i^s      were  elected  to  the 

office  of  deacon,  in 
which  they  served  faithfully.  She  also 
served  in  various  other  offices  and  capaci- 
ties in  the  church. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
sisters  and  four  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Wiley 
Ford  church  by  the  undersigned,  with 
Brethren  Jesse  and  Howard  Whitacre  as- 
sisting. Interment  was  in  the  Abe  ceme- 
tery near  by. — Vernon  Beckman,  Wiley 
Ford,  W.  Va. 

Florence  M.  Krabill 

Florence  May  Krabill,  daughter  of 
Eleazer  and  Leanna  Bosserman,  was  born 
Feb.  9,  1870,  at  New  Starck,  Ohio,  and 
passed  away  Jan.  25,  1950,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lewis  Nafzinger  of 
Long  Green,  Md. 

In  1889  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
John  William  Krabill.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  four  of  whom  survive. 

The  Krabill  family  have  lived  in  Den- 
ton, Md.,  for  forty  years. 

Sister  Krabill  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  she  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a 
faithful  worker   in  the   church   since  that 


APRIL    15,    1950 


27 


great  stillness.  The  large  room  was 
empty.  I  came  down  to  earth  and 
thought  of  ■my  husband  and  three- 
year-old  son,  waiting  somewhere  for 
me.  At  the  door  we  shook  hands  and 
parted — never  to  meet  again  on  this 
earth. 

In  humility,  I  bring  this  tribute  of 
love  and  praise  to  a  truly  great  soul. 
— Roxie  Coffman,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Florida  and  Georgia  District 
Conference 

The  1949  district  conference  for 
Florida  and  Georgia  convened  at  our 
newly  formed  district  camp,  Ithiel, 
near  Orlando,  Fla.,  on  Oct.  7-9.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  Win- 
ter Park  congregation.  All  of  the 
ten  congregations  were  represented. 
Elder  Herman  B.  Heisey,  pastor  of 
the  Sebring  congregation,  served  as 
moderator  and  Elder  T.  Simon  Rich- 
ardson, pastor  of  the  Miami  con- 
gregation, was  elected  reading  clerk. 

Several  reports  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. The  Castaher  congregation, 
Puerto  Rico,  was  accepted  as  a  part 
of  our  district.  This  action  had  pre- 
viously been  approved  by  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board. 

It  was  decided  that  our  district 
should  plan  to  care  for  a  displaced 
family.  Our  district  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee  is  to  arrange  for  this. 
A  district  budget  of  $3,355  was  ap- 
proved for  the  coming  year. 

Elder  T.  Simon  Richardson  was 
elected  moderator  for  the  coming 
year.  Elder  H.  B.  Heisey  was  elected 
to  represent  us  on  the  1950  Standing 
Committee  at  Annual  Conference. 
Elder  C.  E.  Bower  is  alternate. 

A  special  called  district  confer- 
ence convened  in  the  Sebring  church 
on  Nov.  25,  1949,  to  consider  a  char- 
ter for  the  administration  of  Camp 
Ithiel.  A  camp  charter  was  approved 
and  the  camp  trustees  organized  as 
a  body,  the  officers  to  form  their 
executive  committee. 

We  now  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  big  district  project  for  the 
past  year,  our  camp,  is  now  well  be- 
gun and  that  we  can  build  a  worthy 
camp  upon  the  foundation  now  laid. 
— J.  D.  Reish,  writing  clerk;  Poctors 
Inlet,  Fla. 

Young  Adults  in  California  Have 
Successful  Year 

Under  the  able  leadership  of  co- 
presidents,  Milton  and  Veda  Brock, 
Jr.,  the  work  of  the  young  adults  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona 
progressed.  At  the  January  council 
meeting  of  the  district  young  adults 
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the  council  voted  to  assume  the  fol- 
lowing projects  for  the  1948-1949 
year:  Camp  La  Verne  clean-up  day, 
visitation  program  among  the 
churches  of  the  district,  speaker 
system  for  Camp  La  Verne  and 
equipment  for  the  science  depart- 
ment of  La  Verne  College. 

We  are  happy  to  report  successful 
completion  of  all  the  projects.  The 
clean-up  day  was  a  success  in  that 
it  aided  the  camp  manager  and  camp 
staff  greatly  in  putting  in  order  the 
physical  effects  of  the  camp  in 
preparation  for  the  first  group  of 
campers.  The  visitation  program 
among  the  churches  of  the  district 
was  designed  to  strengthen  the  ties 
among  the  members  of  the  various 
young  adult  groups.  This  program 
will  be  continued  this  year.  The 
public  address  system  for  Camp  La 
Verne  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
$300  to  the  young  adults.  Equipment 
valued  at  $300  was  purchased  and 
presented  to  La  Verne  College. 

We  have  three  major  activities 
each  year:  spring  hi- jinks,  summer 
camp  at  Camp  La  Verne  and  the  fall 
banquet. 

The  district  officers  meet  approxi- 
mately five  times  per  year,  and  the 
district  officers  meet  with  the  dis- 
trict council  three  times  a  year.  The 
district  council  is  composed  of  two 
members  from  each  young  adult 
group  in  the  district  meeting  with 
the  district  officers. 

The  district  officers  for  the  year 
1949-1950  are  as  follows:  co-presi- 
dents, Robert  and  Ethel  Cripe;  co- 
vice  presidents,  Kenneth  and  Mar- 
guerite Shamberger;  co-secretaries, 
Arthur  and  Hazel  Snell;  co-treasur- 
ers, Ralph  and  Eldora  Schusler. — 
Arthur  and  Hazel  Snell,  co-sec- 
retaries. 

Thinking  About  the  Hunting 
Season 

Another  hunting  season  has  come 
and  gone  and  with  it  another  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  innocent  inhabit- 
ants of  the  animal  kingdom. 

Children  in  Sunday  school,  kinder- 
garten, and  day  school  are  taught  at 
great  length  of  God's  love  for  all 
creatures:  birds,  fish,  rabbits,  squir- 
rels, and  on  to  the  domesticated 
animals  such  as  horses,  cows,  pigs, 
lambs,  chickens,  etc.  They  also  enjoy 
pictures  such  as  Walt  Disney  por- 
trays and  books  which  show  a  deep 
affection,  understanding  and  love  for 
all  animals. 

Then  Sonny  is  taken  into  the 
store  to  buy  a  gun;  anything  that 
will  kill  or  maim  seems  to  be  all 
right.  Then  he  is  told  to  go  out  and 
kill  that  same  bird,  rabbit,  squirrel, 


etc.  He  may  go  out  with  other  boys 
and  be  told  to  be  a  big  he-man  such 
as  they  are  or  he  sometimes  goes 
with  Dad,  himself.  How  does  this 
all  add  up  in  a  young  and  tender 
heart? 

A  great  minister  said  in  his 
Thanksgiving  sermon,  "We  do  not 
appreciate  the  suffering  and  terror 
our  animal  kingdom  does  endure  to 
feed  us."  There  are  many  straws 
in  the  wind  that  point  to  a  better 
world  for  everybody  and  everything 
This  could  be  another  area. 

After  all,  we  are  the  only  tools 
that  God  has  to  work  with;  so  let  us 
express  the  love,  affection  and  sym 
pathy  for  all  living  creatures  that 
he  puts  into  our  hearts  and  maybe 
wars  and  all  troubles  will  be  a  thing 
of  the  past. — Mrs.  Naomi  Miller, 
Piqua,  Ohio. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 


Fiftieth  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  Peck  of  Hiawatha, 
Kansas,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  Feb.  4,  1950,  at  their  home, 
where  they  held  open  house. 


y 


Bro.  Peck  was  born  near  Lanark,  111.,  In 

1877,  and  Sister  Peck,  the  former  Josephine 
Smith,  was  born  near  Hamlin,  Kansas,  ir 

1878.  The  couple  were  married  Feb.  4 
1900,  at  Falls  City,  Nebr.  Brother  and  Sistei 
Peck  have  lived  most  of  their  married  life 
in  or  near  Hiawatha,  Kansas. 

Their  six  children  are  as  follows:  Lestei 
of  Falls  City,  Nebr.,  Orville  of  Glendale 
Calif.,  Mrs.  Ralph  Landes  of  Kansas  City 
Kansas,  Mrs.  Robert,  Carlson  of  Lincoln 
Nebr.,  Mrs.  Leonard  Bindel  of  Hiawatha 
Kansas,  and  Quincey  of  Indiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  active  member.' 
of  the  Brick  church,  Morrill,  Kansas.— L 
M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Burns  of  Flora 
Ind.,  observed  their  sixtieth  wedding  an- 
niversary at  their  home  on  Jan.  11,  1950 
Retta  Gish  of  near  Camden,  Ind.,  anc 
William  Burns,  son  of  John  Burns  of  th< 
Flora  community,  Ind.,  were  married  or 
Jan.  11,  1890,  by  Bro.  John  Maxwell  o: 
Delphi,  Ind. 

Most  of  their  life  together  has  been  spen' 
in  or  near  Flora.  The  couple  also  lived  foi 
eighteen  years  in  Irricana,  Canada.  Bro 
Burns  was  a  farmer  nearly  all  of  the  tim« 
they  lived  in  Canada. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burns  have  been  member: 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  man; 
years.  Bro.  Burns  has  been  a  minister  ii 
the  church  for  fifty  years. 

The   couple   have    six   children,    sixteen 


grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren. 
Bro.  Burns  has  recently  become  totally- 
blind.— W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora,  Ind. 

Adameilis-Tamulion.  —  Victor  Adameitis 
and  Rhita  Tamulion,  both  of  Chicago,  Ill- 
March  11,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Chicago, 
[11.,  by  the  undersigned.— Harper  S.  Will, 
Chicago,  111. 

Armstrong-Blackburn.  —  Donald  Arm- 
strong of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Mary 
Blackburn  of  Ridgely,  Md.,  March  4,  1950, 
at  Ridgely,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  S. 
Rittenhouse,  Queen  Anne,  Md. 

Bomberger-Wengex.— Carl  Bomberger  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Mildred  Wenger  of 
Leacock,  Pa.,  in  the  Conestoga  church, 
Bareville,  Pa.,  Nov.  24,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, the  bride's  father,  assisted  by  Elder 
S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa. — 
Paul  D.  Wenger,  Leacock,  Pa. 

Bowyer-Renner.  —  Vadis  L.  Bowyer  and 
Mrs.  Eileen  Renner,  both  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
March  10,  1950,  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — Walter 
Fisher,  Dupont,  Ohio. 

Dundore-  Kline. — Ray  Dundore  and  Ruth 
Kline,  both  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  24, 
1949,  in  the  Myerstown  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Berkey  Knavel,  Myerstown, 
Pa. 

Easlon-Bell.  —  Edwin  Easton  of  Degraff, 
Ohio,  and  Carol  Bell  of  Quincy,  Ohio,  in 
the  Stony  Creek  church,  Nov.  17,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned.  —  Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

Kieniz-Hanna. — Otto  L.  Kientz  of  Mer- 
Iden,  Kansas,  and  Marie  Hanna  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  Jan.  7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home.— Guy  H.  Brammell,  Ozawkie, 
Kansas. 

Marlin-Myer. — Raymond  Martin  of  Kin- 
zer,  Pa.,  and  Jeanette  Myer  of  Bird  in 
Hand,  Pa.,  in  the  Conestoga  church,  Bare- 
ville, Pa.,  by  the  undersigned.— Paul  D. 
Wenger,  Leacock,  Pa. 

Overholser-Kreilzer.  —  William  Overhol- 
ser  and  Miriam  Kreitzer,  July  23,  1949,  in 
the  Mack  Memorial  church  parsonage,  by 
the  undersigned.— John  D.  Long,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Parker-Earick.— Merlin  C.  Parker  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Bernice  M.  Earick  of 
Bradford,  Ohio,  in  the  groom's  home, 
March  4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — C.  G. 
Hesse,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

Peregoy-Lenlz. — Raymond  E.  Peregoy  of 
Reisterstown,  Md.,  and  Frances  E.  Lentz 
of  Randallstown,  Md.,  at  Roops  Mills,  West- 
minster, Md.,  March  8,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Rogers-Bolinger. — Everett  F.  Rogers  of 
Union  City,  Ind.,  and  Ruthanna  Bolinger 
of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in  the  Greenville 
church,  Jan.  1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  — 
C.  G.  Hesse,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

Roop-Ditmars. — J.  Carroll  Roop  of  Lin- 
wood,  Md.,  and  Blanche  Ditmars  of  Wash- 
ington, Kansas,  Dec.  30,  1948,  in  the  bride's 
home,  by  Bro.  Samuel  Gauby.  —  Nora  M. 
Ditmars,  Washington,  Kansas. 

Sirrine-Marsh. — Ernest  E.  Sirrine  and 
Mary  Ann  Marsh,  both  of  Midland,  Mich., 
in  the  Midland  church,  Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.  —  Ervin  Weaver,  Midland, 
Mich. 

Snavely-Kline.  —  Harper  Snavely  of 
Woodbury,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Verna  Kline  of 
Myerstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1950,  in  the  Myers- 
town church,  by  the  undersigned. —  Ber- 
key Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Spain-Stayrook.  —  Tommy  Spain  of  Mid- 
dleburg,  Ohio,  and  Christine  Stayrook  of 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  in  the  Stony  Creek 
church,  Dec.  18,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Thompson-Sullivan. — Carroll  D.  Thomp- 
son and  Mary  Ann  Sullivan,  both  of  Wa- 
terloo, Iowa,  in  the  Waterloo  church,  Feb. 
3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Perry 
Prather,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Thumma-Gochenauer. — John  W.  Thum- 
ma  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  Pauline  Goche- 
nauer  of  Newville,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — O.  J.  Hassinger, 
Huntsdale,  Pa. 

Zahniser-Landis. — John  R.  Zahniser  and 
Eileen  J.  Landis,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
the  East  Dayton  church,  March  3,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned.— H.  T.  Bamhart,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Abraham  Lincoln  Boyd 

Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  Clement  G. 
and  Fanny  Boyd,  was  born  at  White  Oak, 
Pa.,   Feb.   13,   1864,   and   died  Jan.   4,   1950, 

at  his  home 
in  N  a  m  p  a  , 
Idaho. 

Having  a 
strong  pio- 
neer spirit, 
he  came  west 
when  nine- 
teen years  of 
age,  entering 
McPherson 
College  a  s 
one  of  its 
first  students. 
In  1890  he 
was  married 
to  Susannah 
Cathe  r  i  n  e 
Bower  at 
Great  Bend, 
Kansas. 
In  1891  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Longmont,  Colo.  In  1894 
he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Walnut  Valley  church,  near  Great  Bend, 
Kansas.  Under  the  free  ministry  Bro. 
Boyd  served  churches  in  Oklahoma, 
California  and  Idaho.  During  his  ministry 
he  was  also  engaged  in  farming  and 
carpentering.  During  1941,  while  in  Idaho, 
he  gave  up  farming  and  moved  to  Nampa, 
where  he  established  a  cabinet  shop.  Each 
day  he  took  time  for  study,  meditation 
and  prayer. 

Probably  the  fullest  enjoyment  in  Bro. 
Boyd's  career  came  with  his  services  in 
the  Washita  congregation,  Cordell,  Okla., 
where  he  became  a  faithful  leader  of  a 
large   group   of  young  people. 

Bro.  Boyd  had  asked  before  his  death 
that  only  a  few  flowers  be  sent  to  the 
funeral,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
money  be  sent  for  missions. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  six  daugh- 
ters, four  sons,  twenty-five  grandchildren, 
fourteen  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother,  C.  T.  Boyd   of  Manheim,  Pa. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Nampa  church  by  Bro.  Francis  H.  Barr. — 
Bruce  A.  Tharrington,  Dale,   Oregon. 

Anna  B.  Coffman 

Anna  B.  Coffman,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catherine  Weaver  Erb,  was  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  June  14,  1870,  and 
passed  away  Dec.  27,  1949,  at  the  home 
of  her  son,   Virgil. 

She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
has  remained  faithful  through  many  years 
of  service  as  the  wife  of  a  minister  and 
elder. 

In  1895  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Henry  C.  N.  Coffman,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  three  years  ago. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Edwin  H. 
of  Albia,  Iowa,  and  Virgil  of  South  English, 
Iowa,  and  five  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Howard  Keim,  Jr. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Virgil 
S.  Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Sherman  Clapper 

Sherman,  son  of  Henry  and  Martha 
Clapper,  was  born  in  Indiana,  July  17, 
1863,  and  died  Jan.  29,   1950. 

In  1889  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Byroad.  To  this  union  six  children 
were  born.  He  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  last 
year. 

Bro.  Clapper  rendered  many  years  of 
faithful  service  as  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  daugh- 
ters, one  son,  twenty-one  grandchildren 
and    sixteen    great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Chewelah. 
Interment  was  in  the  local  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Leona  Barnhart,   Chewelah,  Wash. 


Mary  Clapper 

Mary  Clapper,  daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  Byroad,  was  born  in  Indiana,  April 
9,  1864,  and  died  in  St.  Joseph's  hospital, 
Chewelah,   Wash.,   Feb.   16,    1950. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sherman 
Clapper,  who  preceded  her  in  death  only 
three  weeks  before.  In  1889  they  were 
elected  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  celebrated  their  sixtieth 
wedding  anniversary  last  year.  Sister 
Clapper  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
church. 

She  is  survived  by  four  daughters,  one 
son,  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  sixteen 
great-grandchildren. 

Interment  was  in  the  Chewelah  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Leona  Barnhart,  Chewelah,  Wash. 

Emma  C.  Brumbaugh 

Emma  C.  Brumbaugh,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Pote  Mohr,  was  born  May  8, 
1869,  at  Bakers  Summit,  Pa.,  and  died 
Jan.   10,  1950. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  H.  H. 
Brumbaugh,  who  was  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

She  was  a  faithful  worker  in  the  church 
for  many  years. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  John  W. 
of  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  and  Charles  E.  of  Cen- 
tral City,  Pa.,  seven  grandchildren,  five 
great-grandchildren  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Sarah  K.  Fox  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
where  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her 
death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Hite 
Brothers  funeral  home  by  Bro.  Harper  M. 
Snavely.  Burial  was  in  the  Holsinger 
cemetery.— Mrs.  Vernon  Stayer,  Curryville, 
Pa. 

Ethel  M.  Mongold 

Ethel  Mae  Mongold,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Kline,  was  born  July  22,  1903, 
at  Copetown,  W.  Va.,  and  passed  away 
Jan.  6,  1950,  in  the 
hospital  in  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  where 
she  had  been  visit- 
ing her  sister. 

In  1926  she  was 
married  to  Byron 
Mongold. 

Sister  Mongold 
became  a  member 
of  the  Wiley  Ford 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1938, 
and  has  been  a 
great  builder  in  the 
church  since  that 
time.  In  1947  she 
?|j^^  and     her     husband 

.s.*::      were  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon,  in 
which    they    served    faithfully.     She    also 
served  in  various  other  offices  and  capaci- 
ties in  the  church. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
sisters  and  four  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Wiley 
Ford  church  by  the  undersigned,  with 
Brethren  Jesse  and  Howard  Whitacre  as- 
sisting. Interment  was  in  the  Abe  ceme- 
tery near  by. — Vernon  Beckman,  Wiley 
Ford,  W.  Va. 

Florence  M.  Krabill 

Florence  May  Krabill,  daughter  of 
Eleazer  and  Leanna  Bosserman,  was  born 
Feb.  9,  1870,  at  New  Starck,  Ohio,  and 
passed  away  Jan.  25,  1950,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lewis  Nafzinger  of 
Long  Green,  Md. 

In  1889  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
John  William  Krabill.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  four  of  whom  survive. 

The  Krabill  family  have  lived  in  Den- 
ton, Md.,  for  forty  years. 

Sister  Krabill  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  she  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a 
faithful  worker   in   the   church   since  that 
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time.  She  was  a  kind  and  loving  mother, 
a  helpful  companion  to  her  husband  in 
his  ministry  and  a  good  neighbor.  Her 
later  years  were  spent  in  reading  her 
Bible,  in  handwork  and  visiting. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four 
children,  Havel  of  Denton,  Md.,  Verlin  of 
Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  Mrs.  Lewis  Nafzinger 
of  Long  Green,  Md.,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Todd  of  Denton,  Md.  A  daughter,  Maude 
Elsie,  died  in  infancy.  She  is  also  survived 
by  thirteen  grandchildren,  seven  great- 
grandchildren, two  sisters,  both  of  Michi- 
gan, one  half  sister  of  Ohio,  and  two 
brothers,  one  of  California  and  the  other 
of  Missouri. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Denton  church  by  Bro.  Joseph  Rittenhouse 
of  Queen  Anne,  Md.,  assisted  by  Bro. 
E.  F.  Sherfy  of  Denton  and  Bro.  Walter 
Mahan  of  the  Green  Hill  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  Denton  cemetery.- — Mrs.  Lois 
Nafzinger,  Long  Green,  Md. 

Miller,  Annie,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Bettie  Wine  Thomas,  was  born  Nov.  27, 
1876,  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and  died 
Dec.  31,  1949,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter 
in  Uniontown,  Pa.  On  Dec.  22,  1895,  she  was 
married  to  John  William  F.  Miller,  who 
died  four  years  ago.  One  son  also  preceded 
her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  Services  were  held 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  of  the  Bridge- 
water  church. — Naomi  Miller  West,  Union- 
town,  Pa. 

Pollard,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rachel  Butler,  was  born  in  Taylor 
Township,  Pa.,  July  18,  1869,  and  died  Feb. 
16,  1950.  On  July  25,  1889,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  George  F.  Pollard,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  Nov.  7,  1949.  She  is 
survived  by  eight  daughters,  one  son,  thir- 
ty-nine grandchildren,  thirteen  great- 
grandchildren, one  sister  and  one  brother. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  forty  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Albright 
church  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was  in 
the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Pep- 
ple, Woodbury,  Pa. 

Pollard,  George  F.,  son  of  Alfred  J.  and 
Mary  C.  Erb  Pollard,  was  born  at  Roaring 
Spring,  Pa.,  Aug.  25,  1870,  and  died  at  his 
home  Nov.  7,  1949.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Elizabeth  Butler  on  July  25,  1889, 
who  died  three  months  after  his  death. 
He  is  survived  by  eight  daughters,  one  son, 
thirty-nine  grandchildren  and  thirteen 
great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Albright  church,  where  he 
served  many  years  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Funeral  services  were  held  at 
his  home  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was 
in  the  Albright  cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey 
Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Quarry,  Chalmer  L.,  son  of  John  and  Liz- 
zie Frederick  Quarry,  was  born  at  Martins- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  He  is  survived  by  one  brother 
and  five  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Diehl's  Cross  Roads  church  by 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Riegle,  Quintilla,  wife  of  Clayton  Riegle, 
was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  13, 
1.870,  and  died  in  the  Wayne  hospital  in 
Greenville,  Ohio,  Feb.  14,  1950.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an 
early  age.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band and  one  daughter.  Services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Laughlin,  in  the  Miller  funeral  home  in 
Greenville.  Interment  was  in  the  Fort  Jef- 
ferson cemetery. — Dolar  Ritchey,  Hollans- 
burg,  Ohio. 

Snyder,  F.  LeRoy,  son  of  Charles  and  El- 
len Albright  Snyder,  was  born  at  Bakers 
Summit,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Gar- 
rett, Ind.,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
He  is  survived  by  three  brothers  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Holsinger  church  at  Bakers  Summit  by 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  was  in  the  Hol- 
singer cemetery. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 


Sioner,  Cathrine  B.,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Margaret  Hanley  Helsel,  was  born  in  Roar- 
ing Spring,  Pa.,  May  21,  1879,  and  died  at 
her  home  Dec.  9,  1949.  She  was  married 
to  Cyrus  Stoner  on  Feb.  9,  1909.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  daughters, 
one  son,  fourteen  grandchildren,  five  great- 
grandchildren, one  sister  and  six  brothers. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Albright 
church  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs. 
Dorsey  Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Teler,  Paul  Eugene,  son  of  W.  F.  and 
Catherine  Teter,  was  born  in  Carleton, 
Nebr.,  Oct.  9,  1903,  and  was  killed  in  an 
industrial  accident,  Jan.  9,  1950.  At  an 
early  age  he  united  with  the  Bethel  church. 
On  June  7,  1929,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Inez  Meredith  Clark  of  Davenport,  Nebr. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  children, 
eight  brothers  and  five  sisters.  Since  1942 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Bakersfield  church 
where  he  filled  the  office  of  deacon  for 
about  eighteen  years  and  served  as  a 
church-school  teacher,  trustee,  youth  ad- 
viser and  member  of  the  Bakersfield 
church  building  committee  during  an  im- 
portant phase  of  the  building  program.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  Glenn  I.  McCune, 
and  interment  was  in  the  Greenlawn 
memorial  park  at  Bakersfield. — Ralph 
Turnidge,  Bakersfield,   Calif. 

Warner,  Adeline  S.,  widow  of  Samuel  S. 
Warner,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 


Aug.  19,  1872,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1949.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Mountville  church, 
Pa.,  for  many  years.  She  is  survived  by 
five  children,  four  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Brethren 
church  at  Mountville.  Interment  was  in 
the  Creswell  Evangelical  church  cemetery. 
— Ethel  C.  Warner,  Mountville,  Pa. 

Wingei,  Anna  Elsie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Caleb  Winget,  was  born  Aug.  1,  1880, 
near  Enon,  Ohio,  and  died  Feb.  10,  1950. 
In  her  early  twenties  she  gave  her  heart 
to  the  Lord  at  the  Donnels  Creek  church, 
in  which  she  served  as  cradle  roll  super- 
intendent and  Sunday-school  teacher.  She 
is  survived  by  two  brothers,  one  sister  and 
several  nephews  and  nieces.  Burial  was  in 
the  Enon,  Ohio,  cemetery. — Ross  L.  Noff- 
singer,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Wolverion,  Mattie  Ella,  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Sarah  Ella  Coffman,  was  born 
Sept.  27,  1886,  near  Wakemans  Grove,  Va., 
and  died  Feb.  16,  1950,  at  the  home  of  her 
son.  She  was  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band being  Ernest  Hammon.  Her  second 
husband  was  David  Wolverton,  who  died 
March  21,  1944.  She  had  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Wakeman's  Grove  church 
since  early  girlhood.  She  is  survived  by 
three  sons,  three  stepsons  and  fifteen 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Wakeman's  Grove  church  by  Bro. 
Lawrence  Helsley.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery.— Mrs.  Ida  Barrick,  Edin- 
burg,  Va. 
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— The  title  of  the  book  aptly  characterizes  the  contents  of  it; 
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of  the  widely  known;  others  of  persons  known  only  in  their 
immediate  circles. 

— This  book  is  enjoyable  and  profitable  for  individual  read- 
ing. Many  of  its  stories  can  be  advantageously  used  in 
preaching  and  teaching,  for  they  illustrate  many  of  the  ideals 
cherished  by  the  Brethren. 

— The  stories  are  told  as  only  J.  E.  Miller  could  tell  them. 
They  were  gathered  during  his  extensive  study  and  writing 
on  Brethren  history,  but  did  not  fit  into  formal  historical 
writing. 

The  price  is  $1.50 
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California 

Modesto. — During  the  five  Sunday  nights 
of  January  a  school  of  missions  on  Africa 
was  conducted  by  the  Bowmans,  mission- 
aries on  furlough  from  Africa.  The  mis- 
sionary offering  on  the  last  Sunday 
amounted  to  $574.75.  On  Feb.  12  four 
brethren  and  their  wives  were  installed 
into  the  office  of  deacon  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Paul  Hersch,  assisted  by  Elder  D.  F. 
Sink.  Attendance  at  the  community  church 
is  showing  an  increase.  Gene  Palsgrove 
baptized  two  young  mothers  recently.  Our 
church  moderator,  Bro.  Fred  Strohm,  who 
has  been  quite  ill  for  some  time,  has  gone 
to  a  hospital  in  San  Francisco  and  we  are 
happy  to  report  an  improvement  in  his 
health.  Pastor  Hersch  is  directing  a  pre- 
Easter  evangelistic  campaign  in  which  he 
is  calling  upon  the  membership  to  help 
by  prayer  and  visitation.  Our  pastor,  the 
Bowmans,  Brother  and  Sister  Herb  Johnson 
and  two  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
regional  conference^  at  La  Verne.  Our 
annual  birthday  dinner  was  held  Feb.  22. 
The  offering  of  $200  will  be  used  to  assist 
in  repainting  our  church  building. — Harvey 
W.  Allen,  Modesto,  Calif. 

Oakland. — Since  our  last  report  our  wom- 
en's work  organization  has  been  very  ac- 
tive. They  have  collected,  mended  and 
sent  2,374  pounds  of  clothing  for  relief. 
They  have  also  made  305  pounds  of  soap, 
which  was  sent  with  the  clothing.  Our 
men's  work  organization  meets  the  first 
Friday  of  each  month  for  a  potluck  dinner 
and  a  business  session.  Recently  they 
donated  some  time  to  the  building  of  the 
Yuba  church.  At  our  last  meeting  we 
decided  to  start  a  blood  bank  for  our 
church  in  which  all  members  are  eligible 
to  donate  or  receive  blood  for  themselves 
or  their  families.  Brother  and  Sister  L.  A. 
Blickenstaff,  missionaries  on  furlough, 
were  with  us  and  delivered  the  morning 
message  and  showed  slides  of  their  work 
in  India.  Our  church  co-operates  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Commission  by  lifting  of- 
ferings at  special  times.  The  Christmas  and 
Achievement  offerings  amounted  to  $98.66. 
The  church  enjoyed  an  evening  of  fellow- 
ship on  Dec.  23.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Grant 
T.  McGuire,  leads  us  each  Sunday  evening 
in  a  mission  study  and  prayer  meeting. 
We  have  just  recently  received  one  new 
member  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
Our  church  attendance  is  increasing  and 
our  pastor  is  averaging  two  pastoral  calls 
a  day.  Just  recently  the  district  youth 
cabinet  met  in  the  Oakland  church  to  plan 
the  district  spring  rally.  Our  choir  leader, 
Mrs.  Irene  McElroy,  presents  the  church 
with  cantatas  or  music  for  meetings. — C.  T. 
Noffsinger,   Berkeley,   Calif. 

Illinois 
York  Center.  —  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Feb.  26.    Brethren  Harold  Row  and 
Chalmer  Faw  have  given  us  messages  re- 
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cently.  We  have  been  without  a  pastor 
since  Sept.  1  but,  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  Jesse  Ziegler  as  elder  and  Bro.  David 
Wieand  as  head  of  the  ministerial  and 
worship  commission,  our  church  has  been 
progressing  very  nicely.  We  had  a  record 
attendance  at  the  morning  service  on  Feb. 
12  when  ninety-four  were  present.  We 
held  a  family  dinner  in  the  church  base- 
ment that  day.  The  adult  Sunday-school 
class  has  sponsored  the  erection  of  a  bul- 
letin board  in  the  front  of  the  church  and 
a  sign  on  the  corner  of  Park  Avenue  and 
Roosevelt  Road.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
busy  quilting.  We  sent  eight  boxes  of  used 
clothing  to  relief.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman 
Will  showed  pictures  of  their  work  in 
Puerto  Rico  on  Feb.  7  at  the  women's 
work  meeting,  and  on  Feb.  17  Gordon 
Palmquist  presented  a  movie  on  Arizona. 
— Mrs.  E.  R.  Zimmerman,  Lombard,  111. 
Indiana 

Eel  River.  —  The  young  people  of  the 
northern  section  of  the  district  presented 
the  play.  The  Other  Shepherd,  one  Sunday 
evening  in  December.  The  Prophets 
Speak,  the  Christmas  story  in  song  and 
pantomime,  was  presented  on  Christmas 
evening.  The  young  people  held  a  Christ- 
mas exchange  party  on  Dec.  23  at  the  home 
of  their  president  and  went  caroling  at 
the  homes  of  the  sick  and  shut-in.  Bro. 
Dean  Crouse  of  Manchester  College  was 
the  guest  speaker  on  Jan.  29.  A  special 
offering  of  $180  was  given  to  help  one  of 
our  members  who  was  stricken  with  polio. 
On  Feb.  25  the  congregation  spent  the  eve- 
ning writing  letters  and  postal  cards  to 
our  congressmen  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  the  peacetime  draft. 
Since  our  last  report,  we  have  lost  one 
member  by  death  and  received  one  member 
by  letter.  We  met  in  our  regular  quarterly 
council  on  Feb.  26,  with  Bro.  Edward 
Kintner  acting  as  moderator  in  the  ab- 
sence of  our  elder,  Bro.  George  Deaton. 
The  congregation  voted  unanimously  to 
retain  our  pastor,  Bro.  Earl  Hostetter,  for 
another  year.  Bro.  D.  R.  Murray  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  will  conduct  our  revival  meeting 
July  31 — Aug.  13.  During  February  our 
church  was  remodeled.  The  men's  work 
purchased  a  heifer  for  relief.  The  women's 
aid  continues  to  do  quilting  and  relief 
sewing.  A  special  offering  of  $17.55  was 
taken  at  the  January  aid  meeting  to  be 
given  to  the  polio  fund.  —  Mrs.  Harold 
Maloy,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — We  met  in  our  regu- 
lar council  and  elected  our  church  officers. 
We  are  remodeling  the  pulpit  and  purchas- 
ing a  rug  for  the  aisle  of  the  church.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  meeting  once  a  month. 
They  made  two  comforters  at  the  last 
meeting.  We  sent  a  bundle  of  clothing  for 
r.elief.  The  ladies'  aid  served  the  father 
and  son  banquet  on  March  7.  The  attend- 
ance at  our  church  and  Sunday  school  has 
been  good  this  winter.  The  young  people 
have  organized  a  choir.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  having  Bro.  Kenneth  Fisher  of 
Moreland  in  our  church  for  a  revival 
March  27 — April  9.    Recently  four  persons 


Annual    Conference 
June    13-18,    Grand    Rapids, 
Mich. 

District    Meetings 
Ohio,  Southern  —  West  Mil- 
ton, April  25-27. 
Virginia,    Northern  ■ —  Pleas- 
ant View,  April  14,  15. 

Love   Feasts 
Florida 

April  30,   Clay  County. 

Illinois 
May    7,    7:30    pm,    Panther 

Creek. 
May   13,   Allison   Prairie. 

Indiana 
April     15,     7:30     pm,     Bu- 
chanan. 
May   6,  Bethany. 


Kansas 

April  23,  Maple  Grove. 

Maryland 

April  23,  6  pm,  Reisters- 
town,    Evergreen. 

April  30,  6  pm,  Baltimore. 

April  30,  6:30  pm,  West- 
minster. 

April  30,  7  pm,  Sams  Creek. 

.   New  York 

May  7,  Brooklyn,  First. 

Ohio 

April   16,   7   pm,   Springfield 

(S.  Ohio). 
April  19,  Ashland  City. 
April    30,    Springfield    (N.E. 

Ohio). 

Pennsylvania 

April   16,   6:30  pm,   Ephrata. 


April  16,  7  pm,  New  Paris. 

April    16,    7:30    pm,    Upper 
Claar. 

April  23,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

April  23,  7  pm.  Perry. 

April      30,      6:30      pm,      Mt. 
Olivet. 

April  30,  7:30  pm,  Leamers- 
ville. 

May  6,  2  pm,  Conewago. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  Woodbury, 
Replogle. 

May   13,   1:30  pm,   Richland. 

May   13,   14,   Little   Swatara. 

May    13,    14,   2:30   pm,   Mid- 
way. 

May      14,      2      pm,      Spring 
Grove,  Kemper. 
Virginia 

April    23,    Lebanon. 

April  30,  4  pm,  Buena  Vista. 


came  into  the  church  by  letter  and  two 
by  former  baptism.  We  are  planning  to 
entertain  the  district  aid  on  March  16. — 
Goldie  Spall,  Middletown,  Ind. 
Iowa 
English  River. — The  church  was  host  to 
the  CBYF  conference  of  the  three  districts 
of  Iowa  on  Dec.  29  and  30.  Bro.  Harper 
Will  was  the  guest  leader.  We  recently 
purchased  property  adjoining  the  church 
for  a  parsonage.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  April  16,  when  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  will 
be  with  us  in  all-day  meeting.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  an  evangelistic  meeting 
this  fall.  The  women's  council  had  a  food 
and  clothing  shower  for  a  DP  family,  who 
are  being  sponsored  by  Bro.  Earl  Grove. 
We  observed  World  Day  of  Prayer  on 
Feb.  24.  The  churches  of  the  community 
are  uniting  in  an  evangelistic  visitation 
with  union  services  during  Holy  Week, 
closing  with  a  cantata  on  Easter  evening. 
The  men's  work  has  charge  of  a  welcome 
to  new  neighbors  fellowship  meeting  on 
March  16.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening  of  Holy  Week. — Ollie 
Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Iowa  River. — Mrs.  Delos  Thompson  was 
elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. On  Dec.  5  two  carloads  of  men 
attended  the  men's  sectional  meeting  at 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  church.  Our  annual 
birthday  dinner  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  5,  witlji  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Kindred, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church  of 
Marshalltown,  as  the  guest  speaker.  The 
birthday  offering  was  sent  for  mission 
work.  On  Dec.  17  the  ladies'  aid  sponsored 
a  mother  and  daughter  Christmas  tea  held 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Roy  Kennedy.  A 
Christmas  play  was  presented  by  the  stu- 
dents from  the  senior  high  school.  A 
Christmas  program  was  presented  by  the 
junior  department  of  the  Sunday  school 
on  Dec.  18.  The  Christmas  offering  was 
given  to  relief.  Gifts  were  given  to  the 
people  at  the  old  folks'  home  and  other 
elderly  persons  of  the  community  by  the 
ladies'  aid.  We  had  as  guest  speakers  on 
New  Year's  Day  Claude  Dadisman  from 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  Harl  Rus- 
sell of  Elgin,  111.  On  Jan.  7  Lorell  Weiss, 
director  of  social  education,  was  here  for 
a  Brethren  Service  workshop  and  on  Jan. 
8  he  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  morning 
service.  He  also  helped  to  lead  in  a  panel 
discussion.  Bro.  John  Wieand,  pastor  of 
the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  was  here  to 
explain  the  unified  budget  system  on  Jan. 
10.  A  family  night  sponsored  by  the  ladies' 
aid  was  held  on  Jan.  19.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  Alvin  Brightbill,  professor  of  music 
at  Bethany  Seminary,  a  song  fest  and 
music  workshop  were  held  in  our  church 
Jan.  20-22.  Members  of  several  near-by 
churches  attended  the  workshop.  Recently 
the  Trail  Blazers  and  Wide  Awake  Sunday- 
school  classes  purchased  200  pounds  of 
navy  beans  and  107  cans  of  milk  for  relief 
and  several  boxes  of  clothing  were  col- 
lected by  the  ladies'  aid.  On  Feb.  5  we 
held  our  regular  quarterly  council  with 
our  elder,  G.  W.  Keedy,  presiding.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Ralph  Skaggs  and  Mrs. 
Edgar  J.  Miller  attended  the  sectional  wom- 
en's work  conference  at  the  Stover  Me- 
morial church  in  Des  Moines  on  Feb.  7. 
On  Feb.  9  two  carloads  of  men  from  our 
church  went  to  Fernald  and  met  with  the 
men's  work  organization  there  for  an  eve- 
ning of  fellowship.  Our  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  Feb.  21.  Bro.  Ray  Zook, 
our  district  fieldman,  was  the  guest  speak- 
er. The  World  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed 
at  the  chapel  church  with  our  church  and 
the  Green  Mountain  Congregational  church 
participating.  —  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Miller, 
Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Maryland 
Bush  Creek.  —  The  ladies'  aid  is  still 
meeting  twice  a  month  to  get  quilts  made 
for  relief  and  also  to  make  aprons.  We 
are  fortunate  in  having  the  play.  The 
Unlighted  Cross,  presented  in  our  church 
by  the  ladies'  aid  from  Flower  Hill.  The 
young  people   of  our   church   presented   a 
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Signs  of  Hope 
in  a  Century  of  Despair 

By  Ellon  Trueblood 

To  readers  of  his  previous  books,  the  name  of  Elton  Trueblood 
is  an  assurance  of  more  good  reading.  To  the  many  who  are  weary  of 
all  the  current  talk  of  defeat,  gloom  and  pessimism,  the  announcement 
of  a  book  that  lifts  up  some  signs  of  hope  will  be  eagerly  received. 

This  new   book   and  also  Dr.    Trueblood 's  other 

popular  titles,  named  below,  may  be  had  for  only 

$1.00  each. 

THE  PREDICAMENT  OF  MODERN  MAN 
FOUNDATIONS  FOR  RECONSTRUCTION 
ALTERNATIVE  TO  FUTILITY 
THE  COMMON  VENTURES  OF  LIFE 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,    ILLINOIS 


Christmas  program.  Plans  are  being  made 
to  present  another  play  in  the  near  future. 
The  Mothers'  club  is  planning  to  get  some 
ready-cut  layettes  from  New  Windsor  and 
make  them  up  for  relief.  Plans  have  been 
made  and  will  be  carried  out  when  the 
weather  permits  to  reorganize  and  remodel 
the  basement  for  Sunday-school  rooms. 
March  26  is  the  date  for  our  next  council 
meeting.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
the  evening  of  April  6.  Some  women  from 
our  church  will  attend  the  women'  work 
convention  in  the  Beaver  Dam  church  on 
the  morning  of  April  27.  Our  sympathies 
were  sent  to  the  Ledbetter  and  Francis 
families  who  lost  a  daughter  and  wife 
respectively  by  death.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, our  pastor  baptized  fourteen  new 
members.  Of  these,  four  were  transferred 
to  another  Church  of  the  Brethren. — Mrs. 
Louise  Umberger,  Monrovia,  Md. 

Dundalk.  —  Brother  and  Sister  Harry 
Maloy  were  appointed  as  deacons  on  proba- 
tion. Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  was  with  us  for 
a  ten-day  meeting  recently.  Several  of 
our  junior  choir  members  sang  in  the 
interdenominational  choir  in  the  Sparrow's 
Point  high  school  at  the  white  gift  service. 
Our  young  people  and  children  each  pre- 
sented Christmas  programs.  Our  men, 
women  and  young  people  worked  hard  to 
help  liquidate  the  $2,000  debt  on  our  chapel 
parsonage.  This  was  accomplished  through 
the  white  gift  service  on  Dec.  25  and  the 
building  fund  offering  on  Jan.  1.  The 
general  programs  of  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school  are  progressing.  Our  attendance 
and  offerings  are  increasing.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Feb.  4  Brethren  Charles  Zunkel, 
Ora  DeLauter  and  Earl  Mitchell  were  with 
us  for  a  discussion  concerning  plans  for 
building  a  new  church  in  1950.  Bro.  Zunkel 
brought  us  an  encouraging  message  on 
Sunday  morning,  after  which  we  burned 
the  mortgage  on  our  chapel  parsonage. 
Since  our  last  report,  death  claimed  two 
of  our  friends,  who  attended  our  services. 
Six  letters  have  been  received.  The  South- 
eastern Region  peace  caravan  was  with 
us  Feb.  15  as  guests  of  our  young  people. 
Representatives  from  our  women's  group 
are  participating  in  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer.  We  plan  to  co-operate  in  the  com- 
munity Good  Friday  and  Easter  services. — 
Mrs.  Mary  Clapper,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Missouri 

Shelby  County.  —  Since  our  last  report, 
we  were  saddened  by  the  death  of  one 
of  our  members.  On  Christmas  morning 
our  group  presented  the  Christmas  story 
in  readings  and  songs.  The  ladies'  aid 
used  our  Christmas  offering  to  purchase  a 
basket  of  food  for  a  needy  family  and 
gave  a  handkerchief  to  each  of  the  thirty- 
three  old  people  living  in  the  county  rest 
home.  They  also  packed  a  bag  of  used 
clothing  and  sent  it  to  relief.  We  are  now 
making  pillowcases  to  be  sent  to  a  hospital. 
The  men's  group  and  neighbors  of  Charley 
Miles  gathered  at  his  home  to  cut  wood  for 
him  while  he  was  in  the  hospital.  On  Feb. 
7  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Miles  celebrated  their 
fifty-eighth  wedding  anniversary.  The  jun- 
ior-intermediate camp  will  be  held  at 
Shelby  County,  the  date  to  be  decided  lat- 
er. The  men  have  been  working  faithfully 
on  the  church.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  this  year.  We  are  happy  to  welcome 
back  some  of  our  members  to  the  com- 
munity. We  extend  a  special  invitation  to 
all  young  people  of  the  district  to  attend 
the  young  people's  rally  to  be  held  in  our 
church. — Mrs.  Pearl  Beach,  Leonard,  Mo. 
Nebraska 

Carleton.  —  We  co-operated  with  the 
Brethren  and  Methodist  churches  of 
Carleton  in  presenting  a  cantata  and  in 
the  Race  Relations  Sunday  program.  The 
cantata,  Prepare  Him  Room,  was  presented 
by  a  group  of  seventeen  ladies  and  was 
directed  by  Mrs.  Dayton  Rothrock.  Two 
performances  were  given,  followed  by 
candlelighting  services.  Our  guest  speakers 
for  Race  Relations  Sunday  were  five  stu- 
dents from  McPherson  College.  Bro.  Flory 
and  his  family  accompanied  them.  This 
group  represented  the  American  Negro, 
Italian,  Navajo  Indian,  Persian  and 
Samoan  races.  We  had  an  all-church  valen- 
tine party  combined  with  a  kitchen  shower 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Horner,  newly- 
weds.  The  World  Day  of  Prayer  services 
were  held  at  Bethel  in  co-operation  with 
several  other  churches  of  this  community. 
—Mrs.  D.  D.  Griffith,  Carleton,  Nebr. 
Ohio 

Akron,  First.  —  Brother  and  Sister  S. 
Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  were 
with  us  for  a  two  weeks'  meeting.  The 
Evangel  choir  sponsored  caroling  on  Christ- 
mas Eve.  The  carolers  traveled  by  char- 
tered bus  and  sang  at  many  homes  of  sick 


folks  and  shut-ins,  leaving  baskets  of  fruit. 
We  had  a  union  service  with  the  Mt.  Olive 
Negro  Baptist  church.  Bro.  G.  K.  Beach 
delivered  the  message  and  the  Evangel 
choir  sang  several  anthems.  Wilbur  Fish, 
the  Joybell  Ringer,  presented  an  evening's 
program  and  the  young  people  of  the  Cen- 
ter church  presented  a  play  in  our  church 
recently.  Paul  Beach  and  Earl  Zimmerman 
were  licensed  to  the  ministry  following 
our  last  council  meeting  and  William  Cable, 
Frank  Clapper,  Melvin  Stampfle  and  Wil- 
mer  Zimmerman  and  their  wives  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  for  a  pro- 
bationary period.  Bro.  Rieman  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  is  scheduled  to  be  with 
us  for  Holy  Week  services  with  our  com- 
munion on  Maundy  Thursday.  —  Edna  L. 
Disler,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Canton,  First.  —  Our  church  choir  pre- 
sented a  musical  program  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  18.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  23 
the  children  presented  a  pantomime,  Why 
the  Chimes  Rang,  and  a  play,  The  Doctor 
Decides,  was  presented  by  our  young  peo- 
ple. The  Christmas  offering,  amounting  to 
$630,  was  lifted  by  the  various  classes  and 
was  presented  at  the  white  gift  service. 
The  women's  work  is  busy  sewing  for 
relief  and,  instead  of  having  a  gift  ex- 
change, they  took  up  an  offering  amounting 
to  sixty-five  dollars  for  Hazel  Messer  in 
India.  We  have  also  been  helping  needy 
families.  A  New  Year's  program  was  held 
in  the  church  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  31, 
closing  with  a  service  of  worship.  We  have 
lost  one  of  our  deacons,  Ulides  Snyder,  by 
death.  On  Jan.  9  our  business  meeting  was 
held  with  our  elder  presiding.  Our  Sunday- 
school  attendance  has  been  increasing. — 
Mrs.  Ira  Eshelman,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Hamilton. — Bro.  Chester  Petry  was  the 
evangelist  at  our  two  weeks'  revival  meet- 
ing and  Bro.  Walter  Warstler  officiated  at 
our  love  feast.  The  primary  and  junior 
children  presented  a  Christmas  program  on 
the  Sunday  morning  before  Christmas. 
They  presented  the  cantata.  Chimes  of  the 
Holy  Night.  On  Jan.  12  Grover  and  Ethel 
Stivers,  Lester  and  Lottie  Petry  and 
Maurice  and  Geneva  Davis  were  installed 
into  the  office  of  deacon.  Our  elder,  John 
Good,  officiated  at  the  installation.  Recent- 
ly the  ladies'  aid  sent  in  six  layettes  to 
the  cut-garment  department  at  New  Wind- 
sor. We  recently  attained  a  100%  Messen- 
ger club.  Bro.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill  con- 
ducted hymn  singing  in  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  19.  At  the  present  time 
we  are  remodeling  our  kitchen.  —  Ola 
Hufford,  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

Middleiown. — There  has  been  much  sick- 
ness among  our  members.  The  Christmas 
message  for  the  church  was  presented  in 
an  interesting  manner  by  the  pastor  and 
the  choir.  The  young  folks  presented  a 
beautiful  candlelight  program.  The  wom- 
en's work  of  the  church  held  a  parcel  post 
sale  at  its  February  meeting  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Warstler.  The  sale 
■was  a  special  event  to  raise  money  for  our 
relief  fund.  Guests  of  the  evening  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  of  Hamilton,  formerly 
of  Goshen,  Ind.  Pre-Easter  services  will 
be  held.  The  men's  work  is  planning  to 
hold  a  banquet  in  the  near  future.  Bro. 
C.  W.  Warstler  and  our  choir  were  invited 
to  conduct  the  devotions  for  the  afternoon 
Brookville  missionary  rally  on  Feb.  5.  On 
March  5  we  will  have  a  temperance  address 
by  Ross  J.  McLennan.  Our  church  will  be 
open  to  all  the  churches  of  the  city  and 
the  public. — Mrs.  Leonard  Martin,  Middle- 
town,  Ohio. 

Oregon 

Medford.  —  In  all  our  church  services 
interest  and  attendance  are  growing.  A 
recently  organized  men's  group  is  meeting 
in  the  homes.  They  have  Bible  study  and 
are  contacting  men  who  are  not  church- 
goers. We  recently  showed  the  film.  The 
African  Prince.  Our  women's  group  meets 
for  quilting  and  relief  sewing.  A  comforter 
and  clothing  were  given  to  a  needy  family. 
A  program  once  each  month  is  planned  to 
promote  fellowship  and  interest  in  all 
phases  of  our  women's  work.  Our  group 
had  charge  of  the  evening  services  at  the 
Camp    White    center    on   Jan.    29.     During 


the  past  year  the  church  has  taken  into 
fellowship  seven  by  letter,  five  by  baptism 
and  four  on  former  baptism.  Our  pastor 
has  been  putting  a  special  emphasis  on 
evangelism.  Partitions  have  been  made  for 
more  classrooms  in  our  basement  and 
chairs  have  been  made  for  the  younger 
children.  A  social  fellowship  was  held  in 
the  church  on  Feb.  1  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell  Russell,  who  celebrated  their 
fifty-seventh  wedding  anniversary.  Our 
young  people  attended  the  retreat  held 
at  Grants  Pass. — Mrs.  Marie  Pence,  Med- 
ford,   Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Conewago. — Bro.  Robert  Young  preached 
a  missionary  sermon  on  Feb.  12.  On  March 
5  Bro.  Harold  Fahnestock  preached  a  tem- 
perance sermon  at  the  Bachmanville  house. 
Our  council  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bach- 
manville house  on  March  2  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  Norman  Patrick,  presiding.  Our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference  is  Bro.  Earl 
Eshleman.  Grace  Clapper  spoke  at  the 
Conewago  church  on  March  16.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  at  the  Bachmanville 
house  on  May  6. — Bertha  M.  Shissler,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa. 

East  Fairview. — On  Jan.  8  Bro.  Clyde 
Weaver,  Jr.,  delivered  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing message.  On  Thursday  evening  the 
women's  work  met  at  the  home  of  Sister 


Sara  Earhart  for  our  monthly  meeting.  We 
decided  to  fill  handbags  with  pins,  needles, 
thread,  etc.,  for  our  February  project.  We 
were  happy  to  have  with  us  Sister  Sara 
Shisler,  who  told  us  of  some  of  her  mis- 
sionary experiences.  She  also  brought  us 
the  morning  message  on  Jan.  15.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  22  the  men's  work  spon- 
sored a  program  with  Bro.  Earl  Brubaker 
of  Salunga  as  the  guest  speaker.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  26  the  Bareville  young 
people  presented  a  program  in  our  church. 
Bro.  Wilfred  Staufer,  pastor  of  the  Eph- 
rata  church,  will  conduct  two  weeks  of 
evangelistic  meetings  in  our  church  Feb. 
27 — March  12.— Esther  D.  Sauder,  Manheim, 
Pa. 

Greencastle. — Our  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance has  been  making  new  high  records. 
The  men's  work  group  has  just  completed 
the  construction  of  a  baptismal  pool  in  the 
church.  Our  summer  plans  include  the 
redecoration  of  the  church  sanctuary.  An 
amplifying  system  gives  an  opportunity  to 
mothers  with  little  children  to  hear  the 
church  service  in  the  Sunday-school  room. 
Our  old  folks'  home,  the  children's  home, 
some  local  needy  families,  the  Franklin 
County  Home  and  the  jail  were  all  recipi- 
ents of  the  thoughtfulness  and  goodwill  of 
our  various  groups  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas.  A  drama  was  presented  at 
Christmas.    At  our  January  business  meet- 


Brethren   boys  and  girls- 

and  others,  too,  are  enjoying  these  interesting  and  informing  books 
about  Brethren  children.  Are  you,  Brethren  parents,  giving  your  chil- 
dren the  opportunity  to  read  and  enjoy  them? 

SnowBall  Comes  to  the  Early  Family 

by  Desmond  W.  Biitinger 

John,  Evelyn,  Bill  and  Ben  Early  were  whole- 
some, happy,  fun-loving  children  who  lived  with 
their  parents  on  a  farm  in  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  about  four  decades  ago.  The  account 
of  what  happened  in  the  experiences  of  these 
Brethren  children  and  of  their  pet  lamb,  Snow- 
Ball,  will  interest  and  delight  Brethren  children 
of  the  present  day.   Price,  $1.00. 


Little  Red   Hummy 

by  Myrtle  Crist  Porter 
i 

With  a  western  Kansas  setting,  this  book  has 
grown  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  back- 
ground of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Reading 
it,  one  shares  the  typical  pioneer  experiences  of 
the  Frantzes,  such  as  a  prairie  fire,  the  coming  of 
grasshoppers,  a  prairie  blizzard,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  wheat  growing  in  western  Kansas.  It  up- 
holds the  Brethren  life  principles  and  makes 
them  attractive.   Price,  $1.25. 


Brethren  parents,  be  sure  your  children 
read  these  books! 
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ing  eight  special  church  offerings  were 
authorized  and  a  quarterly  Sunday-school 
offering  for  the  support  of  Mrs.  H.  Stover 
Kulp  in  Africa.  Our  total  giving  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  will  go  over  the  $1,300 
mark.  The  Achievement  Offering  was 
$310.55.  We  are  grateful  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Murphy  for  opening  their  home  to 
various  church  groups.  The  Big  Splash 
fishing  club  continues  to  function  and 
make  headlines.  —  Mrs.  Olive  M.  Eagan, 
Greencastle,    Pa. 

Midway. — As  a  direct  result  of  our  evan- 
gelistic services  conducted  by  Bro.  Roy 
Forney  of  Johnstown,  ten  new  members 
were  received  by  baptism.  Later  eight 
more  persons  were  baptized.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  15  a  special  council  meeting 
was  held  in  which  the  building  committee 
presented  their  latest  plans  for  remodeling. 
On  Christmas  morning  the  elementary  de- 
partment presented  a  short  program  and 
in  the  evening  the  CBYF  chorus  presented 
the  Christmas  cantata,  Carol  of  the  Bells. 
Our  CBYF  joined  with  the  Annville  CBYF 
in  a  watch-night  service  at  our  church. 
On  Jan.  8  the  deputation  team  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College  had  charge  of  our  evening 
service.  On  the  week  end  of  Jan.  21  Bro. 
A.  C.  Baugher,  president  of  Elizabethtown 
College,  conducted  our  Bible  institute. 
Brethren  Stan  Barkdoll  and  Ralph  Dull, 
representing  the  peace  caravan,  were  with 
us  Feb.  3-10.  As  a  direct  result  of  their 
messages,  three  of  our  sisters,  Mary  Keller, 
Lois  Wenger  and  Edna  Binner,  have  volun- 
teered to  give  a  year  of  service  in  this 
field  beginning  in  March.  Mrs.  Cecile 
Burke  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  service 
conducted  by  the  women's  work  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  12,  which  was  just  a  few 
days  previous  to  Sister  Burke's  sailing  for 
Bremen,  Germany,  where  she  will  again 
resume  her  duties  as  a  relief  worker.  The 
women's  work  has  been  busy  sewing  for 
relief,  quilting  and  sewing  at  two  hospitals. 
Recent  guest  speakers  in  our  pulpit  were 
Brethren  Levi  Zeigler,  student  minister 
at  Elizabethtown  College;  J.  Henry  Long 
of  Elgin;  Ezra  Bucher,  treasurer  of  Eliza- 
bethtown College;  and  Levi  K.  Zeigler, 
our  district  regional  secretary.— Mrs.  How- 
ard P.  Risser,  Quentin,  Pa. 

Norrislown. — Ralph  Dull  and  Urban  Long 
of  the  peace  caravan  spent  a  week  in  our 
church.  Our  Christmas  program  was  held 
on  Christmas  morning  by  our  Sunday- 
school  children.  Our  pastor  delivered  the 
message  and  on  Christmas  night  our  choir 
led  in  an  evening  of  singing  Christmas  an- 
thems. Watch  night  was  observed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  Our  pastor,  Lawrence 
E.  Thomas,  had  charge  of  a  baptismal  serv- 
ice for  two  young  ladies.  Our  children 
collected  and  paid  for  all  the  articles  for 
friendship  packets  which  were  sent  to 
Germany.  The  children  are  now  receiving 
letters  of  thanks  from  some  of  the  children 
overseas.  They  also  helped  piece  patches 
for  baby  quilts.  Three  of  them  were  quilted 
and  sent  to  Czechoslovakia.  Our  ladies'  aid 
sent  a  carton  of  soap  to  New  Windsor. 
We  always  have  a  number  of  boxes  of 
warm  clothing  to  send  to  New  Windsor 
when  the  truck  makes  its  rounds. — Mrs. 
Oliver  K.  Grimley,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Palmyra. — An  impressive  evening  serv- 
ice was  held  in  our  church  after  our  recent 
revival  when  fifty-two  persons  were  bap- 
tized by  our  pastor,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  Her- 
bert Miller  of  the  Spring  Creek  church. 
The  peace  caravan  spent  a  week  in  our 
midst  recently,  and  took  part  in  all  of  our 
meetings.  The  student  volunteers  of  Eliz- 
abethtown College  presented  a  Sunday 
evening  program  with  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver 
speaking  on  the  treatment  of  mental  pa- 
tients. On  Jan.  22  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser 
conducted  a  Bible  institute  at  both  morn- 
ing and  evening  services.  A  member  of  the 
tractor  unit  in  China  visited  us  and  showed 
colored  slides  of  the  work  being  done 
there.  At  a  recent  council  we  elected  two 
new  deacons,  Bro.  Abram  Bruckhart  and 
Bro.  Isaac  Smith.  Our  two  student  minis- 
ters were  also  licensed  for  an  indefinite  pe- 
riod.   We  are  looking  forward  to  having  a 
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service  work.  Our  men's  organization  is 
sponsoring  a  DP  family  of  eight.  They  are 
located  on  a  farm  near  the  Antioch  church. 
The  church  is  now  sponsoring  another  DP 
family  of  four,  who  recently  arrived.  At 
Christmas  time  a  program  and  party  was 
held  for  the  entire  church  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  women's  group.  On  Jan. 
15  the  church  mortgage  notes  were  burned 
at  the  morning  service.  This  service  was 
conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Roy  D.  Boaz. 
In  February  the  Sunday  morning  services 
were  broadcast  over  Station  WSLS.  The 
church  looks  forward  to  establishing  a 
building  fund  for  the  early  expansion  of 
our  present  facilities. — Mrs.  Stover  D. 
Bowman,  Roanoke,  Va. 

MY       INtW      A  DDK  COO      lO     .     .     .  Durbin.— Our  church  program  is  moving 

forward  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Robert 

Name    L.  Byrd.    The  former  parsonage  at  Arbo- 

vale  has  been  sold  and  another  purchased 

R.  D.  or  St in  Durbin,  where  the  pastor  now  resides. 

We   have   a   new   church   under   construc- 

"•    O tion,   which  is  far   enough   along   to  have 

__  ,    •  _         ,  .,  .,  .  ,  ,,  worship  services  in  the  main  auditorium. 

Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       0ur  women's  work  continues  to  put  forth 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address.  every  effort  toward  raising  money  for  this 

project.    They  are  also  sending  used  cloth- 
■  ing  for  relief  and  a  donation  to  the  national 

project  for  missions  as  well  as  cards  and 
baskets  of  fruit  to  the  sick  and  shut-ins. 
Negro  group  with  us  for  Race  Relations  day-school  attendance  '  continues  to  in-  The  CBYF  have  regular  Sunday  evening 
Sunday  and  also  to  having  the  Elizabeth-  crease.  Twenty-five  new  members  have  meetings  and  once  a  month  they  present 
town  male  chorus  with  us.  Bro.  Desmond  been  added  to  the  church  since  our  last  a  public  program  at  the  church.  They  have 
Bittinger  will  be  with  us  for  an  evan-  report.  On  Sunday  evening  a  variety  of  also  contributed  toward  the  furnishing  of 
gelistic  service  during  Holy  Week. — Mrs.  programs  have  been  sponsored  by  the  the  parsonage  and  to  the  building  fund. 
George  W.  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa.  men's   and   women's   groups   and    Sunday-       On  Christmas  morning  the  Sunday  school 

Hummel, — Our  church,  with  Bro.  George  school  classes.  The  men's  organization  presented  the  pageant,  Star  of  the  East, 
W.  Wright  as  the  pastor,  has  been  pro-  sponsored  a  month's  services  on  relief  and  and  on  Christmas  night  the  CBYF 
gressing.  The  Lutheran  ladies  joined  with  displaced  persons  and  brought  in  several  presented  the  pageant,  Star  of  Love,  after 
us  in  the  services  for  World  Community  DP's  from  the  surrounding  area.  These  which  our  pastor  showed  the  Christmas 
Day.  Mrs.  Helena  Kruger  was  the  guest  programs  were  in  charge  of  Theo  Wood-  story  in  color  slides.  In  order  to  become 
speaker.  Pieces  for  peace  was  our  theme.  son.  Our  youth  department  has  increased  better  acquainted  with  our  hymnal  we 
We  had  eighteen  bundles  of  sewing  ma-  in  number  and  enthusiasm.  One  of  our  have  a  hymn  sing  each  Friday  night  and 
terial  to  send  for  relief  from  our  women.  young  persons,  Hazel  Peters,  is  giving  a  are  planning  to  hold  a  music  class.  We 
Union  Thanksgiving  services  was  held  in  year  to  volunteer  service.  In  order  to  give  are  promoting  The  Upper  Room  as  an  aid 
our  church  with  Rev.  Maurice  Smeal,  the  some  support  to  the  work  the  church  pre-  to  family  worship.  We  are  now  sponsor- 
Lutheran  minister,  as  the  guest  speaker.  sented  her  with  $1,000,  which  she  turned  .  ing  a  100%  Gospel  Messenger  club. — Mrs. 
Our  church  was  host  to  the  district  Sun-  over  to  Brethren  Service  for  volunteer  Edith  Townsend,  Durbin,  W.  Va. 
day-school  convention  on  Dec.  4.  Bro. 
Merril   Heinz   was    the    afternoon   speaker 

with  Rev.  Earl  Lighthall  as  the  evening  •H-4«4^4~HM"M,,M,fr,M"H"M"M"M 
speaker.  On  Christmas  Eve  a  candlelight 
service  was  held.  The  children's  chorus 
with  Mrs.  George  Wright  directing  and 
the  youth  chorus  with  Mildred  Hoover  di- 
recting sang  several  songs  with  appropriate 
Scripture  reading  by  the  pastor.  The  young 
adults  played  the  parts  of  the  Biblical 
characters.  On  Christmas  evening  the  chil- 
dren presented  their  program.  Our  at- 
tendance is  increasing  both  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  church  services. — Nettie  Hol- 
singer,  Windber,  Pa. 

Williamsburg. — We  held  our  dedicatory 
services  recently  for  the  redecoration  of 
our  church  sanctuary  and  Sunday-school 
rooms.  Many  gifts  and  memorials  were 
given.  Our  delegates  to  the  district  con- 
ference held  at  Woodbury  were  Mrs.  Olive 
Delozier  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sollenberger. 
A  group  of  our  men  attended  the  semi- 
annual men's  work  banquet  at  the  Mar- 
tinsburg  church.  Our  pastor  and  eight  of 
our  Sunday-school  workers  attended  the 
district  school  for  teachers  and  church 
workers  in  the  Curryville  church.  Our 
congregation  joined  in  the  Swan  soap 
drive  sponsored  by  the  Williamsburg  min- 
isterium.  On  Dec.  25  the  children  pre- 
sented a  Christmas  program,  closing  with 
the  white  gift  offering  for  missions  which 
amounted  to  over  $300.  At  our  January 
business  meeting  the  church  voted  to  send 
$500  to  the  General  Brotherhood  Board.  A 
Yearbook  for  1950  -was  presented  to  each 
family.  On  Jan.  15  the  motion  picture, 
Like  a  Mighty  Army,  was  presented.  We 
sent  out  about  200  pounds  of  clothing  for 
relief  recently. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sollenberg- 
er, Williamsburg,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Roanoke,    Central. — Our    new    pastor    is 
Bro.  Merlin  Garber.    Our  church  and  Sun-       4" 


! 

+ 


32 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


New  worship  aids 

of  value  to  workers  with  children   and  youth 

STORY  SERMONS  AND  PLANS  FOR  THE  JUNIOR  CHURCH 

....     Marian  W.  Gannaway 

Forty-three  fresh,  invigorating  story  sermons  for  junior- 
church  programs,  together  with  plans  for  the  effective  organ- 
ization and  administration  of  a  junior  church.  Illustrations 
of  real  meaning  and  inspiration  to  boys  and  girls  and  many 
practical  suggestions  for  other  worship  services.  Some  of 
the  materials  may  be  better  fitted  for  intermediates  than  for 
juniors.  Price,  $2.00. 

WORSHIP  SERVICES  FOR  PURPOSEFUL  LIVING 

.     .     .    .    Alice  Anderson  Bays 

Twenty  stimulating  worship  services  —  each  complete  with 
Scripture  selections,  hymns,  poems  and  stories — and  twenty- 
four  meaningful  worship  stories  around  which  youth  leaders 
and  young  people  themselves  can  build  additional  services. 
Dealing  with  a  wide  variety  of  appealing  themes,  these 
services  are  marked  by  simplicity  and  usableness.  Price, 
$2.50. 

These  and  many  other  worship  aids  are  available  at  your 
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And  His  Own  Received  Him  Not 

IT  WAS  a  happy  day  for  Jesus'  family  when  he  came  back  to  preach  in  the  old 
I  home  synagogue.  He  did  not  make  his  message  easier  for  his  own  townsmen.  He 
spoke  it  kindly  but  it  was  too  hard  for  them.  The  neighbors  for  whom  he  had  car- 
pentered rose  up  against  him  to  destroy  him.  "He  came  unto  his  own  but  his  own 
received    him    not." 

Patiently   he   has  been   coming   unto   his  own  ever  since.   His  message  is  still  hard. 
How  much  longer  will  it  be  until  we  actually  receive  him  and  try  seriously  to  follow  him? 


Gospel  Messenger  AROUND    THE    WORLD 

'Thy  Kingdom  Come" 
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The  Library  of  Congress  is  cele- 
brating its  150th  year,  beginning 
April  24.  In  the  years  since  its  be- 
ginning it  has  steadily  grown  so  that 
now  it  is  considered  the  largest  in 
the  world;  it  contains  an  estimated 
total  of  27,560,873  pieces.  Interest  in 
the  Slavic  and  Far  Eastern  sections 
has  increased  greatly  in  the  last  year. 

The  public  school  systems  of  our 

country  are  facing  serious  problems 
of  inadequate  buildings  and  teach- 
ing force.  The  increased  birth  rate, 
migration  from  one  area  to  another 
and  the  demand  for  better  educa- 
tion, which  means  that  Americans 
are  remaining  in  school  longer  than 
they  used  to,  are  three  factors  con- 
tributing to  an  unprecedented  edu- 
cational burden  in  most  states. 

The  world's  W.C.T.U.  will  hold  its 
eighteenth  convention  in  Hastings, 
England,  in  June.  Among  the  speak- 
ers will  be  Shoran  S.  Singha,  a 
native  of  India,  chairman  of  the 
Overseas  Temperance  Council;  Miss 
Isabel  McCorkindale,  Australian  rep- 
resentative on  the  UN  Status  of 
Women  Commission;  Gerald  Bailey, 
of  the  International  Liaison  Com- 
mittee of  Organizations  for  Peace; 
Mrs.  D.  Leigh  Colvin,  president  of 
the  W.C.T.U.  in  the  United  States. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the 
United  States  in  1948  was  the  lowest 
on  record,  according  to  the  Public 
Health  Service.  The  rate  was  thirty- 
two  deaths  for  each  thousand  live 
births.  Indications  from  preliminary 
figures  show  that  the  rate  was  even 
lower  in  1949. 

A  co-operative  marine  insurance 
company,  started  by  twelve  British 
Columbia  fishermen  with  a  capital 
of  $120,  has  in  four  years  saved  the 
members  $58,000.  The  co-operative 
has  over  two  million  dollars  of  in- 
surance in  force  now  and  patronage 
refunds  have  risen  from  nine  per 
cent  to  thirty-one  per  cent.  (WP) 

Forty- four  countries  officially  ob- 
served the  first  anniversary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Universal  Declara- 
tion of  Human  Rights  on  Dec.  10, 
1949.  Special  broadcasts  were  ar- 
ranged in  almost  every  country 
which  participated  in  the  celebra- 
tion. Schools  were  directed  to  ob- 
serve the  occasion,  and  newspapers 
and  magazines  printed  texts  of  the 
declaration  and  special  articles.  Ac- 
cording to  a  UNESCO  report  twenty- 
seven  countries  have  agreed  to  set 
aside  Dec.  10  as  an  annual  Human 
Rights  Day  to  be  celebrated  in 
schools. 


To  go  to  war  against  the  national 
military  institutions  of  Russia  will 
no  more  slop  communism  than  beat- 
ing a  wave  will  stop  a  flood.  Com- 
munism is  an  international  force. .  .  . 
The  chaos,  destruction  and  poverty 
of  another  war  will  spread  it  further 
rather  than  stop  it.  .  .  . 

Our  failure  is  that  we  have  no 
burning  force  of  ideas  to  match  the 
Communists'  zeal  and  consecration 
of  purpose  and  energy.  So  in  our 
poverty  of  ideas  and  ideology  we  are 
undermining  our  economy  in  a 
frenzy  of  militarism.  We  have  for- 
gotten that  the  American  way  of  life 
sprang  out  of  a  zealous  ideology  it- 
self. That  ideology  produced  a 
neighborly  system  of  sharing  that 
the  world  had  never  experienced  be- 
fore. Great  initiative  and  energy 
was  created  as  men  worked  buoy- 
antly together  in  a  new  sense  of 
brotherhood.  Because  of  this  system 
of  sharing,  new  wealth  was  created 
and  distributed  more  widely  and 
justly  than  any  place  else  in  the 
world.  We  now  clutch  at  the  abun- 
dance created  and  forget  the  spirit 
that  created  it.  There  is,  therefore, 
buried  in  our  system  of  life  an  idea. 


a  spirit  that  can  whip  communism, 
stop  it  in  its  tracks.  But  we  will 
have  to  make  that  spirit  live  again, 
fashion  it  into  a  force  that  can  be 
propagandized  and  projected  into 
the  thoughts  and  lives  of  other  men 
and  nations.  We  have  been  depend- 
ing upon  cold  dollars,  and  the  dol- 
lars cannot  do  it.  It  is  going  to 
require  a  revival  of  what  might  be 
termed  "evangelical  democracy,"  a 
belief  in  little  people,  that  they  de- 
serve the  best,  that  by  profit  sharing, 
by  high  wages,  by  working  hard  to 
produce  more  we  will  all  gain  more. 
Management  and  labor  must  step 
forward  to  meet  on  that  common 
ground  in  a  new  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion and  brotherly  love.  .  .  .  They 
must  both  get  out  in  front  and  start 
thinking  and  working  together.  An 
awakening  of  spiritual  values  must 
move  through  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca so  that  the  sum  total  of  our 
thought  and  influence  adds  up  to 
something  more  than  comic  books 
and  the  rather  trashy  radio,  televi- 
sion and  movie  performances  by 
which  the  world  for  the  most  part 
judges  us  today. — From  Between  the 
Lines. 


THE  ART  OF  TEACHING 


Jesus  taught  by  means  of  illustra- 
tions, human  interest  stories  that 
touched  the  hearts  as  well  as  the 
minds  of  those  who  heard  him 


Harvey  V.  Bowers 

Johnstown,    Pennsylvania 
Photo  courtesy  Friendship  Press 


THREE  of  the  world's  out- 
standing teachers  have  been 
Aristotle,  Socrates  and  Je- 
sus. Each  was  a  master  in  his 
respective  field  of  pedagogy. 
The  methods  they  employed 
form  the  patterns  successful  men 
use  when  they  are  presenting 
their  cases  in  law,  when  they 
are  on  college  faculties,  when 
they  are  preaching  their  ser- 
mons, when  they  teach  Sunday- 
school  classes.  They  have  dis- 
covered no  idea-conveyors  bet- 
ter than  those  of  these  great 
teachers. 

Aristotle  was  the  formal  in- 
structor; there  was  always  a  dig- 
nity to  his  pronouncements.  He 
did  not  equivocate  or  make  res- 
ervations. His  lectures  were 
logical  discussions  that  offered 
no  controversy.  He  was  authori- 


tative and  men  listened.  He 
taught  by  making  definite  asser- 
tions. 

Socrates  was  different.  He 
educated  by  asking  questions. 
His  plan  is  called  the  Socratic 
method.  For  by  it  men  were 
taught  to  think,  and  by  the  proc- 
ess of  thinking  they  learned  and 
became  able  to  segregate  ideas, 
to  analyze  them  and  to  make  de- 
cisions. His  procedure  holds 
great  possibilities  for  the  church 
school  teachers.  "Ask  them 
questions,"  said  Socrates;  "they 
help  you  as  well  as  themselves." 

The  third  great  teacher  was 
Jesus.  His  method  of  approach 
was  a  departure  from  the  other 
two,  for  Jesus  illustrated.  He 
instructed  by  stories,  human  in- 
terest tales  full  of  warmth  and 
charm  that  touched  the  hearts 


as  well  as  the  minds  of  men. 
People  became  sold  on  this  new 
way  of  life  because  Jesus  il- 
lustrated its  virtues;  what  it  had 
done  for  some  men  it  could  do 
for  all. 

And  so  to  the  degree  in  which 
we  utilize  the  ideas  of  these 
great  teachers,  our  success  or 
failure  in  the  realm  of  teaching 
will  depend.  These  are  the  pegs 
on  which  our  discourses  all  may 
hang.  We  must  make  definite 
assertions,  we  must  interrogate, 
and  we  must  picture  vividly. 
When  once  we  look  squarely  at 
these  methods,  have  appraised 
their  value  and  have  taken  them 
for  granted,  then  we  are  free  to 
launch  out  on  instruction  with 
real  hope  of  success. 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Christian  College 
Must  Not  Fail 

LET  us  educate  your  children 
and  we  will  tell  you  what 
the  future  of  your  nation 
will  be."  "Tell  us  what  you  want 
your  nation's  future  to  be;  then 
give  us  your  children  to  educate 
and  we  can  make  it  that."  These 
are  bold  claims  but  they  have 
been  made  by  educators.  Edu- 
cation is  powerful  and  determi- 
native stuff! 

If  our  generation  is  reaping  a 
reward  of  uncertainty  and  con- 
fusion, it  is  because  other  gen- 
erations have  sown  such  seeds 
or  promulgated  such  education. 
If  the  next  generation  is  to  reap 
despair,  it  is  because  we  are  busy 
sowing  the  seeds  of  despair  and 
educating  for  despair. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  our  chil- 
dren are  to  find  their  way  to  the 
abundant  life  of  which  our  Lord 
spoke,  we  must  educate  them  in 
that  direction.  The  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington said,  "Education  without 
religion  will  give  us  a  race  of 
clever  scoundrels."  The  reverse 
is  also  true.  Christian  education 
can  lead  to  Christian  answers  for 
the  world's  hard  problems. 

The  Christian  college  stands  as 
a  leaven  in  the  secular  educa- 
tional system  of  today.  If  the 
Christian  college  fails  or  loses 
its  leaven,  we  are  indeed  well  on 
the  way  to  despair. 

If  the  Christian  college  fails 
whence  will  come  our  ministers, 
missionaries,  strong  homebuild- 
ers,  service  and  social  workers, 
community  leaders,  stalwart 
government  officials,  Christian 
statesmen  and  world  -  minded 
builders  of  the  world  communi- 
ty? Look  at  the  statistics  and  see 
whence  these  came  in  the  past. 

The  Christian  college  must  not 
fail;  its  leaven  must  not  depart 
from  it!    And  if  we  want  it  to 
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live,  we  must  support  it  with  our 
youth,  our  prayers  and  our  fi- 
nances. 

Think  about  that  on  Christian 
College  Day. 


National  Christian 
College  Day 

Guest   Editorial  by   C.   Ernest   Davis,   Sec- 
retary, Christian  Education  Commission 

SUNDAY,  April  23,  will  be 
National  Christian  College 
Day.  The  day  is  being  sug- 
gested for  a  permanent  place  in 
the  church's  calendar  by  the  Na- 
tional Protestant  Council  on 
Higher  Education,  in  which  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been 
represented  since  its  founding. 
The  date  will  be  the  second  Sun- 
day after  Easter  each  year  un- 
less that  would  throw  it  into 
May,  in  which  case  it  is  to  be 
observed  on  the  first  Sunday 
after  Easter. 

The  various  colleges  and  de- 
nominations have  observed  dif- 
ferent college  days  in  the  past; 
often  they  were  not  even  unified 
within  a  denomination.  There  is 
much  to  be  gained  by  a  simul- 
taneous observance.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  country  can  be  got- 
ten much  more  readily  by  a 
united  effort.  Newspapers,  mag- 
azines, radio  and  television  can 
be  expected  to  give  some  pres- 
entation of  well-organized  uni- 
fied materials  representing  the 
higher  educational  interests  of 
all  Protestantism.  For  example, 
articles  are  appearing  this  year 
in  The  Christian  Herald  and  The 
Christian  Century,  and  a  distin- 
guished Christian  educator  will 
be  heard  on  the  Columbia 
Church  of  the  Air  on  Sunday 
morning,  April  23. 

It  so  happens  that  the  first  ob- 
servance of  National  Christian 
College  Day  coincides  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  the 
time  chosen  to  lift  a  special  of- 


fering for  that  part  of  the  Broth- 
erhood Fund  devoted  to  the  pro- 
gram of  Christian  education. 
This  is  a  fortunate  circumstance. 
The  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission is  responsible  for  the 
general  oversight  of  the  church's 
program  of  higher  education, 
centering  in  our  colleges  and 
seminary,  as  well  as  for  its  pro- 
gram of  general  Christian  educa- 
tion, centering  in  the  home  and 
local  church.  Our  entire  program 
of  Christian  education  is  interre- 
lated. The  local  program  under- 
girds  all  of  our  religious  life  and 
institutions.  The  seminary  gets 
its  students  very  largely  from 
among  the  graduates  of  our  col- 
leges. The  colleges  and  the  sem- 
inary pour  a  constant  stream  of 
life,  influence  and  leadership 
back  into  the  local  churches.  The 
seminary's  operating  budget  is 
carried  in  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
in  full.  This  fiscal  year,  the  col- 
leges are  represented  in  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  by  approxi- 
mately $5,300  each.  This  is  only 
a  token  appropriation,  by  no 
means  meeting  the  full  needs  of 
our  colleges,  but  it  serves  some 
very  useful  purposes.  It  recog- 
nizes the  place  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  the  obligation  of  the 
church  to  its  colleges;  it  makes 
some  return  for  the  thousands 
of  dollars  the  colleges  have  given 
for  years  in  tuition  reductions  to 
the  children  of  ministers  and 
missionaries,  to  student  minis- 
ters and  to  other  worthy  stu- 
dents; and  it  gives  money  from 
a  source  of  such  character  that 
the  income  is  accepted  by  accred- 
iting agencies  in  lieu  of  income 
from  endowments,  thereby  as- 
sisting our  colleges  in  their  ac- 
creditation. This  offering, 
therefore,  goes  to  support  our  to- 
tal program  of  Christian  educa- 
tion, including  the  colleges. 
While  the  colleges,  for  the  most 


part,  are  not  stressing  finances 
in  this  first  observance  of  Na- 
tional   Christian    College    Day, 


they  will  appreciate  any  share 
of  the  offering  designated  for 
Christian  education  which  may 


Thinking    About   the    News 

Why  People  Strike 

THOSE  of  us  who  are  agriculturalists  or  work  at  so-called  while  collar 
jobs  do  not  know  much  about  the  causes  for  strikes.  Our  contact  with 
strikes  lies  chiefly  at  the  annoyance  end:  We  cannot  get  coal  even 
if  we  desperately  need  it;  we  cannot  return  home  from  a  trip  at  the  time 
we  had  planned  because  some  trains  are  not  running;  we  cannot  get  a  new 
car  even  though  the  old  one  progresses  only  with  much  wheezing  and 
trembling. 

Because  of  these  annoyances,  we  are  more  likely  to  say  an  unkind 
word  about  the  striker  and  his  labor  boss  than  we  are  to  urge  our  brothers 
actively  to  support  strikers  or,  at  least,  to  bear  with  them  while  they  suffer 
for  their  rights. 

We  are  also  inclined  to  feel  that  industrial  workers  have  secured 
enough  rights.  Often  the  laboring  man  brings  home  a  bigger  check  at 
the  end  of  the  week  than  does  the  minister  who  ministers  in  this  man's 
church  or  the  schoolteacher  who  teaches  his  children.  We  assume  that 
if  the  strike  results  in  higher  wages  the  white  collar  man  will  have  to 
help  absorb  the  increase  in  higher  costs  even  though  he  must  continue 
to  work  at  the  same  wage. 

Too  often  this  is  true.  The  spiral  is:  Strike,  higher  wages,  higher 
costs,  and  on  around  again  and  again  with  professional  workers,  teachers, 
ministers  and  their  like  suffering  most.  Where  is  the  profit  in  such  a  spiral? 

i\  glance  at  the  profit  sheets  of  big  business  reveals  at  least  some  reasons 
why  industrial  workers  strike. 

Here  are  some  profits*  stated  in  millions  of  dollars. 
Corporation  1939  1949 

Allis-Chalmers  3  13 

Bethlehem  Steel  24 .  99 

Du  Pont  93  135 

General  Motors  183  600 

General  Electric  41  67 

Continental  Oil  6  28 

Gulf  Oil  15  73 

Goodyear  Tire  9  20 

Standard  Oil  of  California  17  105 

Republic  Steel  10  46 

U.  S.  Steel  41  165 

Youngstown  Sheet   &   Tube  5  31 

Union  Carbide  35  92 

The  employees  in  these  corporations  are  asking  only  for  a  fair  share, 
as  they  see  it,  of  what  belongs  to  them.  They  bolster  their  argument  for 
wages  and  pensions  by  showing  that  corporation  managers  get  large  salaries 
and  in  addition  are  guaranteed  substantial  pensions.  The  employee  asks 
that  a  moderate  pension  similarly  be  set  up  for  him.  That  seems  to  him 
only  a  reasonable  division  of  these  snowballing  profits. 

\Jorporation  managers,  in  most  cases,  are  not  unwilling  to  bargain.  In 
those  cases  where  they  have  bargained,  with  human  values  taking 
precedence  over  all  other  considerations,  agreements  have  been  reached 
which  have  been  mutually  satisfactory  and  profitable  to  both  employer 
and  employee.  In  strike  situations  which  have  reached  open  conflict  stages, 
neither  side  has  been  happy.  Wage  increases  passed  on  as  higher  costs 
have  only  steepened  the  economic  spiral. 

What  can  the  end  be?  There  are  many  possibilities.  A  government 
controlled  economy  is  one.    The  extreme  end  could  be  communism. 

Reasonable  bargaining  resulting  in  reasonable  sharing,  with  human 
values  always  as  the  base,  is  the  solution.  Really  it  is  simple — as  simple 
as  the  Golden  Rule.  Both  management  and  labor,  corporation  boss  and 
labor  boss  must  learn  that  rule.    If  they  do  not,  democracy  cannot  live. 

•  Net  profits  after  taxes. 


be  allocated  to  their  part  of  the 
Brotherhood  Fund. 

The  schools  are  particularly 
interested  that  the  church  may 
know  of  the  opportunities  they 
provide  for  the  education  of  our 
youth,  of  their  services  to  the 
church  and  nation,  and  of  their 
interest  in  the  total  program  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Speakers  from  the  schools  have 
been  made  available  to  the 
churches  for  help  in  the  observ- 
ance of  the  day.  The  schools  may 
not  have  been  able  to  answer  all 
calls  received  but  you  may  be 
assured  of  their  willingness  to 
provide  speakers  on  other  occa- 
sions, as  they  are  able,  and  for 
special  purposes  other  than  the 
presentation  of  their  own  pro- 
gram. 

National  Christian  College 
Day  will  hereafter  have  a  clear 
place  of  its  own  in  the  calendar 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  we  shall  do  well  to  celebrate 
it.  President  Colwell  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  recently 
pointed  out,  in  an  address  at 
Duke  University,  that,  unless  re- 
ligion plays  an  important  role 
in  the  courses  taught  by  a  fac- 
ulty, no  amount  of  formal  alle- 
giance to  religion  will  convince 
students  that  religion  is  impor- 
tant to  an  educated  man.  The 
result  is  that  when  they  enter 
business,  for  example,  they  do 
not  regard  religion  as  important 
in  that  area  either.  Religion  gets 
separated  from  life  and  the  lead- 
ership of  religion  becomes  anti- 
intellectual. 

The  church  needs  its  colleges 
and  they  need  the  church.  Let 
us  cultivate  the  relationship  each 
year  on  National  Christian  Col- 
lege Day. 


"Let  the  heart  retain  my  words: 
keep  my  commandments,  and 
live.  Get  wisdom,  get  understand- 
ing: .  .  .  wisdom  is  the  principal 
thing:  therefore  get  wisdom:  and 
with  all  thy  getting  get  under- 
standing." 
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In  our  colleges  students  receive 
inspiration  to  serve  the  church  to 
carry  the  principles  of  Christian 
living  into  all  areas  of  their  lives 

A   deputation   team   from   Manchester   Col- 
lege in  a  local  church 


A.  C.  Baugher 

President,  Elizabethtown  College 
Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 


Brethren  Colleges  in  the  Life  of  Our  Church 


THE  early  settlers  of  Ameri- 
ca were  chiefly  of  the  Prot- 
estant faith.  They  came  to 
seek  religious  freedom.  Conse- 
quently, the  earliest  education 
was  under  the  control  of  the 
Protestant  church  and  represent- 
ed the  interests  of  religious  lib- 
erty. These  facts  have  had  a 
profound  influence  on  the 
strength  and  nature  of  both  pri- 
vate and  public  education  in 
America.  In  the  states  in  the 
New  England  area,  where  one 
denomination  held  a  strong  ma- 
jority, the  church  represented 
something  similar  to  an  "estab- 
lished church."  But  in  colonial 
Pennsylvania,  which  from  the 
first  was  the  home  for  many  dif- 
ferent denominations  and  where 
a  large  degree  of  religious  free- 
dom was  granted,  a  correspond- 
ingly large  number  of  different 
church-related  educational  in- 
stitutions were  founded. 

The  first  American  colleges 
were  founded  as  auxiliaries  of 
the  church.  In  spirit  and  pur- 
pose they  were  closely  knit.  As 
American     civilization     moved 
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westward  across  the  continent 
the  church  established  schools 
wherever  she  went.  The  early 
pioneers  motivated  by  the  desire 
for  religious  freedom  built  their 
institutions — social  and  political 
as  well  as  ecclesiastical — on  the 
firm  foundation  of  religion  and 
education.  They  regarded  a  pro- 
gram of  education  as  a  basic  ne- 
cessity. 

Their  attitude  on  the  impor- 
tance of  education  is  portrayed 
in  a  pamphlet  printed  in  1643 
and  now  carved  on  a  granite  pil- 
lar of  the  east  gate  at  Harvard 
University: 

After  God  had  carried  us  safe  to 
New  England, 

And  we  had  builded  our  houses, 

Provided  necessaries  for  our  live- 
lihood, 

Reared  convenient  places  for 
God's  worship, 

And  settled  the  civil  government. 

One  of  the  next  things  we  longed 
for 

And  looked  after  was  to  advance 
learning 

And  perpetuate  it  to  posterity, 

Dreading  to  leave  an  illiterate  min- 
istry 

To  the  churches  when  our  present 
ministry 

Shall  lie  in  the  dust 


As  it  was  in  colonial  America, 
so  it  is  today.  The  church  de- 
pends upon  a  literate  leadership. 
In  the  strict  sense  of  the  word, 
literate  means  ability  to  read. 
But  actually  the  term  means 
much  more. 

The  one  who  wrote:  "And  the 
men  of  Issachar,  it  is  said,  had 
an  understanding  of  the  times 
to  know  what  Israel  ought  to  do" 
(1  Chron.  12:32)  had  the  correct 
meaning  of  the  word  literate. 
The  program  of  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  requires  that  her 
leadership,  both  in  the  pulpit 
and  the  pew,  has  an  understand- 
ing of  the  times  to  know  what 
God's  people  ought  to  do. 

The  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance of  the  task  of  preparing 
a  "literate"  leadership  for  the 
church  become  increasingly 
clear  when  we  recognize  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  growing  trend  in 
certain  large  areas  of  the  world 
to  accept  the  enactments  of  leg- 
islative bodies,  rather  than  the 
Word  of  God,  as  the  final  au- 
thority for  mankind.  Institutions 
which  for  centuries  endeavored 
to  guide  men's  lives  according 
to  the  pattern  set  by  Jesus  Christ 


find  themselves  confronted  by- 
menacing  shadows  of  secularism 
and  statism,  which  challenge 
not  only  the  program  of  the 
church,  but  her  very  purpose. 
These  world  trends  call  for  an 
alert  leadership  in  both  church 
and  state. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
as  a  denomination  was  a  bit  late 
in  getting  started  in  the  field  of 
higher  education.  All  our  pres- 
ent institutions  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren were  founded  in  the  twenty- 
five  -  year  period  between  1875 
and  1900.  Those  who  know 
our  church  will  understand  why 
this  was  so.  It  is  possible  that  the 
lateness  in  getting  into  the  field 
of  higher  education  by  the 
church  has  been  the  reason  for 
what  has  often  been  regarded  as 
a  rather  heavy  program  of  high- 
er education.  It  suggests  the 
principle  of  compensation.  Some 
educational  observers  from  the 
outside  have  looked  upon  the 
higher  educational  phenomenon 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
as  one  of  the  most  characteris- 
tic things  about  us  as  a  denom- 
ination. 

Many  of  the  great  stirring 
movements  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  lives  of  the  youth  educated 
in  our  colleges.  The  church's 
deep  concern  for  missions,  re- 
lief, temperance  and  peace  have 
been  for  years  carried  forward 
by  men  and  women  who  received 
their  inspiration  in  our  institu- 
tions of  higher  education. 

Through  the  channels  of  edu- 
cated youth  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  can  carry  her  doc- 
trine of  love,  honesty,  industry, 
clean  living  and  service  into 
thousands  of  schoolrooms 
throughout  the  nation,  into  in- 
dustry, the  office  and  the  hos- 
pital and  into  the  far  corners 
of  the  earth. 

Our  colleges  will  always  be 
the  buoyant  hopeful  places 
where  many  strong  Christian 
homes    have    their    beginning. 


Our  colleges  champion  a  philos- 
ophy of  education  and  of  life 
which  recognizes  that  the  rem- 
edy for  the  deep-seated  ills  of 
mankind  lies  alone  in  the  gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  and  that  the 
church  is  the  agency  responsible 
for  carrying  this  message  to  the 
world.  This  is  the  role  of  the 
college  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
Our  colleges  are  channels 
through  which  the  church  can 
transmit  her  message  of  redemp- 
tion to  all  the  areas  of  life  where 
our  young  people  go. 

Things  to  Ponder 

Kurtis  Friend  Naylor 

Kassel,  Germany 

THE  church  is  now  engaged 
in  work  in  Kassel,  which  is 
not  far  from  Schwarzenau. 
But  perhaps  you  who  support 
the  work  have  not  been  ac- 
quainted with  what  actually  is 
Kassel.  This  is  a  very  character- 
istic city  of  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria. Historic  Kassel  was  ninety 
per  cent  destroyed  and  seventy- 
eight  per  cent  of  the  available 
housing  facilities  lie  in  ruins,  the 
result  largely  of  two  air  raids. 

Kassel  had  sixteen  churches 
and  six  chapels.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  only  two  were  left 
standing;  since  capitulation  one 
new  church  has  been  built,  an- 
other one  repaired  and  one  bar- 
racks made  into  a  sanctuary.  The 
remaining  congregations  meet  in 
abandoned  factory  dining  rooms, 
air-raid  shelters,  warehouses, 
etc.  One  of  the  leading  min- 
isters of  Kassel  recently  stood 
with  me  in  the  ruins  of  his  old 
church  and  said:  "I  lost  2,000 
parishioners  in  one  night  and  al-  • 
most  all  of  them  still  lie  under 
the  rubble  within  a  few  blocks  of 
here.  My  entire  congregation 
was  wiped  out." 

Three  thousand  elementary 
school  children  of  the  city  are 
not  attending  school  because 
they  have  no  shoes  and  it  is  too 
cold  to  eo  barefoot.  Ten  thou- 
sand of  their  brothers  and  sisters 
go  to   school  with  nothing  but 


bread  for  lunch.  They  cannot 
even  afford  lard  as  spread.  Ap- 
proximately four  thousand  wel- 
fare babies  will  be  born  this  win- 
ter with  the  city  relief  agencies 
of  Kassel  having  not  a  single 
diaper  to  give  them.  The  church- 
es of  Kassel  comprise  a  congre- 
gation of  150,000  people  yet  the 
ladies'  aid  societies  and  moth- 
ers' service  organizations  of  the 
city  have  only  four  old  battered 
sewing  machines. 

Can  you  imagine  what  it 
means  to  live  in  such  surround- 
ings? The  surprising  thing  to 
me  is  the  spirit  of  the  people 
here.  Recently  when  we  had  a 
meeting  of  the  welfare  agencies 
of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches,  city  government,  Red 
Cross  and  labor  union,  we  asked 
them  what  they  needed.  Their 
answer  was  a  unanimous  chorus 
of  pleas  for  food  and  clothing  to 
meet  elemental  human  needs. 
They  all  agreed  that  this  should 
be  distributed  co-operatively  on 
the  basis  of  need.  Surprisingly 
they  insisted  that  should  Kassel 
receive  supplies,  they  would 
share  at  least  a  part  of  this  with 
the  people  in  the  eastern  zone 
of  Germany.  I  must  confess  my 
soul  was  stirred  when  I  wit- 
nessed these  people,  standing  in 
a  desert  of  poverty  and  facing  a 
wilderness  of  need,  yet  willing  to 
share  with  those  who  were  even 
less  fortunate.  I  can  hear  many 
of  you  covenanting  with  your- 
self to  aid,  but  your  next  ques- 
tion may  be:  "How  can  I  help?" 
You  can  help  by  (1)  prayer  and 
sympathetic  understanding  of 
the  need  and  suffering  of  fellow 
Christians;  (2)  contributing 
money  for  food,  clothing,  soap 
and  medicine  in  addition  to  your 
material  gifts.  You  have  a  great 
opportunity  to  join  your  fellow 
Christians  of  Europe  in  a  great 
adventure  of  sharing.  Contribut- 
ing to  help  them  in  their  need 
will  be  an  expression  of  Chris- 
tian solidarity  and  a  fruitage  of 
your  prayers. 
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The  Contribution  of  Christian  Colleges 


OUR  colonial  forefathers, 
coming  from  the  British 
Isles  and  continental  Eu- 
rope, were  accustomed  to  a  so- 
ciety in  which  the  church  direct- 
ed the  work  of  education.  It 
was  not  considered  an  obligation 
of  the  state  to  educate  its  citi- 
zens. The  church  had  carried  on 
her  educational  program  for  cen- 
turies and  had  been  the  most 
important  cultural  force  in  so- 
ciety. 

The  Reformation  had  greatly 
intensified  and  increased  the 
work  of  education  because  the 
competing  religious  groups  fully 
understood  the  importance  of 
education  in  training  their  lead- 
ers and  propagating  their  faith. 
Calvin,  at  Geneva,  referring  to 
students  in  his  training  school 
for  preachers,  said:  "Send  us 
wood  that  we  may  cut  arrows!" 
In  England,  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge were  strongholds  of  An- 
glicanism and  Puritanism,  re- 
spectively. 

The  founders  of  the  colonies 
were  confronted  with  the  prob- 
lem of  perpetuating  their  re- 
ligion and  their  culture  in  a  wil- 
derness three  thousand  miles 
from  home.  "God  sifted  a  whole 
nation  that  he  might  send  choice 
grain  into  this  wilderness,"  said 
one  early  Massachusetts  leader. 
But  from  where  was  the  later 
supply  of  "choice  grain'"  to 
come?  To  insure  a  home-grown 
supply,  in  1636  they  founded 
Harvard  College,  "to  advance 
learning  and  to  perpetuate  it  to 
posterity;  dreading  to  leave  an 
illiterate  ministry  to  the  church- 
es, when  our  present  ministers 
shall  be  in  the  dust." 

The  Harvard  founders  set  up 
the  same  classical  type  of  school 
as  those  in  which  they  had  stud- 
ied in  England.    They  believed 


this  sort  of  curriculum  contained 
the  fundamentals  of  a  true  edu- 
cation which  would  be  just  as 
essential  in  the  wilderness  of 
New  England  as  it  was  in  Eng- 
land. The  same  intellectual  diet 
was  offered  at  the  other  eight 
colonial  colleges.  All  were 
founded  by  churches  except 
Franklin's  "Academy,"  later  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
(Franklin  tried  to  get  away  from 
the  classical  curriculum  without 
much  success.)  While  some  of 
these  schools  were  far  from  be- 
ing impressive  citadels  of  learn- 
ing, this  educational  achieve- 
ment by  a  poor,  scattered,  iso- 
lated group  of  colonies  was  a 
monumental  one.  These  little 
colonial  colleges  were  the  be- 
ginnings of  what  has  now  come 
to  be  the  greatest  aggregation  of 
colleges  and  universities  on 
earth. 

Our  colonial  fathers  took  it 
for  granted  that  a  minister  was 
a  man  of  learning — minister  and 
scholar  were  synonymous  with 
them.  They  made  a  distinction 
between  education  and  training. 
To  educate,  they  exposed  their 
candidate  to  a  regimen  of  class- 
ical studies,  as  well  as  the  Bible, 
which  was  calculated  to  give  him 
an  understanding  of  the  funda- 
mentals of  life,  not  merely  tech- 
niques in  speaking  or  in  parish 
procedures.  The  ministers,  espe- 
cially of  New  England,  played  a 


leading  role  in  colonial  life;  in 
fact,  for  years  they  were  by 
far  the  most  influential  single 
group  of  leaders.  Besides  preach- 
ers, the  colleges  sent  out  lawyers, 
doctors,  statesmen  and  scientists. 
The  quality  of  leadership  in  the 
Revolutional  period  (1763-1790) 
is  illustrated  by  citing  such  men 
as  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  product 
of  William  and  Mary,  and  John 
Adams,  a  Harvard  man. 

These  colonial  colleges  set  the 
educational  pattern  for  the  new 
nation;  they  largely  determined 
the  intellectual  trends  of  the  col- 
onies; they  contributed  men  and 
ideas  to  the  Revolution  and  to 
the  coming  democracy;  and  their 
scholars  produced  the  bulk  of 
the  literature  in  most  fields  of 
thought. 

Between  the  Revolution  and 
the  Civil  War  we  settled  the 
huge  territory  west  to  the  Pa- 
cific. In  this  vast  occupation  the 
foundations  of  a  new  state  were 
scarcely  laid  till  academies,  sem- 
inaries and  colleges  began  to  ap- 
pear, from  Transylvania  in  Ken- 
tucky to  Pomona  and  Whitman 
in  the  far  West.  Of  the  six  or 
eight  hundred  colleges  founded 
by  church  groups  prior  to  the 
Civil  War,  one  hundred  eighty- 
two  were  still  in  operation  in  the 
1920's;  the  mortality  was  high 
but  the  survivors  fully  compen- 
sated for  all  the  efforts  made. 
The  Congregationalists  and  Pres- 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


'Twas  but  an  ancient  Indian  petroglyph 
Carved  high  upon  a  lonely  wind-swept  cliff. 
Its  meaning  lay  far,  far  outside  my  ken. 
Although  those  marks  were  mysteries  to  me. 
Whatever  else  their  hidden  thought  might  be 
They  told  me  of  a  vanished  race  of  men. 

I  could  not  help  but  wonder,  as  I  mused. 
If  modern  power  will  be  so  much  misused 
That  in  a  far-off,  vastly  diff'rent  day 
Some  fragments  of  our  culture  may  be  seen 
As  relics  which  defied  the  years  between — 
When  our  race  also  shall  have  passed  away. 


o  American  Life 


C.   Ray   Keim 


Professor  of  History,  Manchester  College 
North  Manchester,  Indiana 


Delegates  to   a  Student  Christian   Movement  conference,   held  each 

year  at  Thanksgiving 


byterians,  backed  by  Yale  and 
Princeton,  respectively,  led  in 
the  founding  of  schools  prior 
to  1835;  the  Methodists  founded 
about  two  hundred  schools  (not 
all  of  college  rank)  between 
that  date  and  1860. 

Although  there  were  twenty- 
one  state  universities  by  1860, 
the  private  schools,  very  large- 
ly church  -  related,  furnished 
most  of  the  educational  facilities 
of  the  period.  Many  of  the  state 
schools  were  strongly  influenced 
by  religious  groups  and  leaders, 
particularly  by  the  Presbyteri- 
ans. State  schools  conducted  re- 
ligious services  and  had  disci- 
pline quite  like  the  church 
schools.  Their  enrollments  were 
small. 

The  founding  of  new  church 
colleges  often  was  an  integral 
part  of  the  church  extension  pro- 
gram. Ministers  formed  "bands" 
to  establish  churches  and  col- 
>  leges  in  the  West.  Grinnell  Col- 
lege, in  Iowa,  is  the  product  of 
such  an  effort.  These  men  were 
convinced    that    colleges    were 


necessary  to  win  the  uncon- 
verted West  to  God. 

Not  all  felt  that  colleges  were 
good;  there  was  often  opposition. 
It  is  said  that  in  the  early  days 
of  the  old  Northwest  Territory 
some  things  were  looked  upon 
with  suspicion,  among  them  be- 
ing Yankees,  and  colleges.  One 
faculty  group  was  characterized 
by  a  critic  as  "a  parcel  of  in- 
veterate demons  from  among  the 
damned."  The  "textbooks"  of 
the  early  settlers  were  the  for- 
ests and  prairies,  basic  studies, 
indeed,  in  establishing  homes  in 
the  wilderness.  Sometimes  it 
took  a  while  before  they  could 
be  induced  to  supplement  these 
with  the  rich  cultural  heritage 
they  had  been  temporarily 
forced  to  subordinate  to  the  grim 
realities  of  a  frontier  existence. 

The  pre-Civil  War  colleges 
played  a  tremendous  role  in 
moulding  our  ideals  of  American 
life.  Even  more  than  in  the  co- 
lonial period,  they  determined 
the  direction  of  intellectual  cur- 
rents, social  and  moral  reforms, 


humanitarian  movements,  po- 
litical philosophies  and  economic 
theories,  to  say  nothing  of  theo- 
logical matters.  Oberlin's  lead- 
ership in  the  antislavery  move- 
ment and  in  coeducation  illus- 
trates the  importance  of  the  col- 
leges as  a  social  force. 

By  1860  the  concept  of  free 
public  education  as  the  duty  of 
the  democratic  state  was  well 
established  for  the  elementary 
schools  and  to  a  less  extent  for 
the  high  schools.  The  elemen- 
tary field  became  largely  a  pub- 
lic concern  but  the  high  school 
was  still  less  common  than  the 
academy,  or  secondary  schools  of 
other  names.  But  after  the  Civil 
War,  and  especially  after  1900, 
the  public  high  school  grew  rap- 
idly and  has  come  to  dominate 
secondary  education  today.  Since 
1900,  the  state  universities,  land 
grant  colleges,  and  teacher's  col- 
leges have  attained  a  greater  en- 
rollment than  the  private  col- 
leges have.  But  on  this  college 
level  the  private  institutions  are 
holding  their  own  much  better 
than  on  the  secondary  and  ele- 
mentary levels.  The  "prophets 
of  doom"  who  forecast  the  early 
demise  of  the  church  -  related 
colleges  a  few  years  ago  might 
well  be  surprised  to  see  the  vigor 
they  have  exhibited  lately. 

With  only  a  tenth  of  our  chil- 
dren being  educated  in  church 
elementary  schools  (mostly 
Catholic  and  Lutheran),  a  less 
portion  in  church-related  high 
schools,  and  less  than  half  of  the 
college  students  in  church-re- 
lated institutions,  thoughtful 
people  are  asking  whether  or  not 
the  present  situation  bodes  ill 
for  the  America  of  tomorrow. 
The  progressive  secularization 
of  education  raises  many  ques- 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Can  Cskulck  Csolleces  oecome  Ucmmumtv  (senteledl 


ONE  of  the  features  of  the 
seventh  annual  convention 
of  the  Rural  Life  Associa- 
tion of  America,  at  Goshen,  Ind., 
was  a  round-table  discussion  of 
The  Christian  College,  the  Home 
and  Community,  with  audience 
participation.  The  leader  was 
Dan  West,  director  of  service 
training,  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, Elgin,  111.  Other  panel 
members  were  Professors  E.  L. 
Kirkpatrick  and  Baker  Brown- 
ell,  Rev.  Eugene  Smathers,  Tom 
Shearer  and  Mrs.  West. 

By  way  of  opening  the  dis- 
cussion on  a  pleasant  plane  and 
putting  professional  ruralists,  if 
any,  in  their  places,  Dan  West 
asked  how  many  in  the  audience 
could  milk  a  cow.  Not  many. 
Some  hand-raisers  were  a  trifle 
timid  and  others,  apparently  tak- 
ing the  position  that  anybody 
could  milk  a  cow,  were  more 
bold  about  it. 

Getting  down  to  brass  tacks, 
West  asked  how  many  had 
milked  a  cow  in  the  past  month 
and  the  response  was  practically 
unanimous — in  the  negative. 

"How  many  of  you,"  West 
popped  at  them,  "in  ten  years 
from  now  expect  to  be  within 
milking  distance  of  a  cow?"  It 
seemed  that  nobody  there  in- 
dulged such  an  expectation. 

Dan  West,  by  three  quick 
questions,  had  shown  what  was 
happening  in  the  rural  realm. 
That  brought  up  the  question 
of  what  should  be  done  about 
it. 

Mrs.  West  suggested  that 
mechanized  farms  produced  few- 
er children.  Nobody  could  deny 
that  machinery  failed  at  that 
point.  Well,  then,  with  fewer 
children  on  the  farm  there  was 
more  for  the  farmer  to  do  on  his 
own.  Kirkpatrick  observed  that 
in    the    consideration    of    rural 
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problems  machinery  should  be 
secondary  in  other  respects  than 
in  the  production  of  children. 
The  question  for  discussion,  aft- 
er all,  was  what  the  college  could 
do  to  make  life  better  in  the 
rural  home  and  community. 

Tom  Shearer,  president  of  Par- 
sons College,  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
thought  the  college  couldn't  do 
it  all.  There  had  to  be  help  from 
the  students.  They  had  to  be  at 
least  partly  receptive  and  co-op- 
erative. They  were  not  always 
so.   Perhaps  the  family  attitude 


was  to  blame  for  that.  He  ob- 
viously had  in  mind  the  farm 
families  who  sell  a  few  shoats  or 
at  worst  mortgage  the  old  home 
place  so  that  Junior  can  go  to 
college  and  prepare  himself  for 
a  job  in  the  city  and  perhaps, 
after  a  while,  get  written  up  in 
the  papers  as  the  farm  boy  who 
went  to  town  and  made  good. 

West,  fully  acquainted  with 
that  attitude,  shed  his  optimism 
for  a  moment  and  wondered  if 
it  was  not  too  late  to  do  anything 
about  it. 

One  thing,  though,  Kirkpat- 
rick said,  college  teachers  should 
be  able  to  affect  students  and 
possibly  deflect  them  from  their 
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Philip  Genareau 

With  her  application  for  admission  to  college  this  young  woman 
eagerly  anticipates  her  college  years.  Will  those  years  wean  her  away 
from  her  community  or  will  she  be  inspired  to  return  and  serve  there? 


purpose  to  find  their  future  in 
the  cities.  Students  from  the 
country  were  the  only  hope. 
Students  from  the  cities  didn't 
know  anything  about  the  coun- 
try. He  didn't  go  as  far  as  to 
say  that  a  city  student  assigned 
to  milk  a  cow  wouldn't  know 
where  to  begin,  but  that  was  the 
general  idea. 

West  wanted  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  hope  of  changing 
the  attitude  of  grownups  toward 
rural  life. 

Kirkpatrick  said  the  biggest 
job  was  to  develop  first  the 
right  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
faculty,  so  that  the  teachers  from 
the  angle  of  their  convictions 
could  "lay  it  down  so  close  to 
the  students  that  they  would  rub 
up  against  it  and  get  it." 

Students  don't  go  back 

Somebody  in  the  audience  had 
doubts  whether  the  professors 
had  been  laying  it  down  so  close 
to  the  students  that  they  would 
rub  up  against  it  and  get  it. 
"Where  are  all  the  students  we 
send  to  you?"  this  somebody 
wanted  to  know.  "They  don't 
come  back.    Who  is  to  blame?" 

West  recalled  that  Arthur 
Morgan  had  once  said  that  the 
best  way  to  ruin  a  small  com- 
munity was  to  set  up  a  good 
college  in  it. 

There  was  a  brief  give-and- 
take,  with  the  college  men  claim- 
ing that  they  had  so  much  to 
do  teaching  other  things  that 
they  had  no  time  to  work  on  the 
students  and  see  to  it  that  they 
returned  to  the  rural  community. 

A  voice  in  the  audience  asked, 
with  some  heat:  "Why  don't  you 
throw  out  some  of  this  other 
stuff?" 

The  applause  indicated  there 
was  general  approval  of  the  idea 
of  throwing  out  some  of  the  oth- 
er stuff. 

Kirkpatrick,  although  a  pro- 
fessor of  rural  sociology,  indi- 
cated that  when  it  came  to 
throwing  stuff  out  he  was  not 
entirely  on  the  side  of  the  col- 
leges. There  were  three  boys  in 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school    Lesson 

Amos  Attacks  Social  Injustice  (Temperance) 

Amos 


Kine   of   Bash an 

As  Amos  moved  about  in  the 
palace  of  the  king  and  the  courtyard 
of  the  priests  who  walked  in  the 
lap  of  luxury,  he  was  impressed  at 
the  central  place  occupied  by  wom- 
en. It  was  for  them  the  men  se- 
cured vast  wealth,  jewels,  beds  of 
ivory,  fancy  clothing  and  so  on. 

Amos  called  these  women  sacred 
cattle  or  kine  of  Bashan  to  their 
very  faces.  He  said  that  they  were 
making  no  useful  contribution  to 
their  society  and  that  when  it  fell 
they  would  be  dragged  down  with 
it  and  would  become  serfs  and  cap- 
tives. 

This  accumulation  of  wealth  for 
the  adornment  of  the  women  of  the 
courts  and  of  the  wealthy  has  oc- 
curred in  subsequent  generations 
too.  When  it  happens,  it  seems  to 
indicate  that  the  survival  of  the 
country  which  caters  to  it  will  not 
long  continue. 
At   ease   in   Zion 

Amos  was  disturbed  because  the 


people  of  Israel  felt  they  were  es- 
pecially favored  of  God  and  that 
nothing  could  happen  to  them.  They 
were  self-satisfied  and  were  resting 
on  their  oars.  They  were  at  ease 
in  Zion.  Suffering  was  round  about 
them,  but  since  they  were  not  suffer- 
ing they  did  not  care  about  the  suf- 
fering of  others.  Amos  warns  that 
this  suffering  of  qthers  is  only  a 
prelude  to  the  suffering  which  will 
encompass  all  of  them. 
Dealers    in    human    flesh 

Amos  pointed  out  clearly  that 
when  the  wealthy  achieved  their 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  those  who 
worked  for  them,  they  were  becom- 
ing dealers  in  human  flesh.  They 
were,  indeed,  cannibals  living  on  the 
sweat,  the  toil  and  the  suffering  of 
others.  This  is  a  good  expression  for 
us  to  remember  in  our  day. 

All  of  these  social  injustices  Amos 
said  would  lead  to  the  downfall  of 
those  who  participated  in  them  and 
who  brought  them  about.  God  cares 
about  the  manner  of  people's  lives. 


his  family,  he  said,  and  two  of 
them  went  to  the  state  college 
of  agriculture  and  were  taught 
how  to  make  money  on  the  farm 
but  nothing  about  how  to  help 
the  community. 

Need   for   community   feeling 

There  was  some  talk  about 
the  advisory  system  in  the  col- 
leges, but  the  trouble  seemed  to 
be,  West  said,  that  the  advisers 
didn't  advise.  Brownell  said  that 
colleges  as  a  rule  were  more  in- 
terested in  individual  develop- 
ment than  community  develop- 
ment. 

Mrs.  West  had  doubts  wheth- 
er any  college  locates  in  a  com- 
munity for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing it  up.  The  concern  of  the 
college  was  with  building  itself 
up.  "How,"  she  asked,  "do  we 
get  the  community  feeling?" 

Kirkpatrick  had  an  answer  for 
that  one,  or  rather  how  we  don't 
get  that  community  feeling. 
Once  he  was  sent  to  make  a 
study  of  an  Ohio  town  with  a 


population  of  7000.  He  found 
that  the  town  had  fifty-nine  or- 
ganizations and  sixteen  church- 
es. The  leaders  said  they  never 
did  anything  together.  They 
hadn't  done  anything  together 
since  the  centennial,  and  that 
was  back  in  1931. 

Eugene  Smathers,  builder  of 
a  church-centered  community  at 
Big  Lick,  Tenn.,  took  a  shy  at 
those  sixteen  churches. 

"Real  Christianity,"  he  said, 
"means  a  sense  of  community." 
What  was  needed  was  some  in- 
terest to  bind  all  those  organiza- 
tions together. 

"How  can  it  be  done?"  asked 
Mrs.  West. 

"I  don't  know  the  answer," 
said  Kirkpatrick,  "but  we  are  on 
our  way.  We  are  going  to  fix  it 
or  make  it  worse." 

Baker  Brownell,  professor  of 
philosophy  at  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity,   Evanston,    111.,    took    a 
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rap  at  the  colleges.  It  wouldn't 
be  a  bad  idea,  he  suggested,  to 
do  away  with  the  college  type 
of  culture.  The  colleges  imitated 
the  universities,  with  their 
grades  and  credits  and  all  that. 
There  was  some  excuse  for  all 
this  in  the  big  university,  a 
necessary  evil  it  might  be  called, 
but  colleges  should  make  a  basic 
change  and  be  oriented  on,  the 
family  and  community. 

West  admitted  that  the  col- 
leges were  caught  in  a  situation 
and  were  not  too  happy  about 
it,  but  didn't  know  how  to  get 
out  of  it,  how  to  get  away  from 
the  plane  of  individual  flower- 
ing and  on  the  plane  of  com- 
munity interest.  "If,"  he  said, 
"Christianity  means  anything,  it 
is  a  point  of  beginning." 

Family  pressure  involved 

Shearer  came  up  with  a  good 
word  for  the  colleges.  Parents, 
he  said,  sent  their  children  to 
college  to  have  them  prepared 
for  life  in  the  city.  The  families 
were  to  blame. 

Brownell  said  yes,  it  was  true 
that  the  colleges  had  to  meet  the 
problem  of  what  the  families 
want.  Also  many  parents  were 
not  finding  in  the  colleges  what 
they  wanted  for  their  children. 
"The  college,"  he  said,  "must 
make  an  effort  to  go  into  the 
home  where  the  family  is  and 
treat  the  family  as  a  unit.  It 
might  begin  by  sending  out 
small  faculty  teams  into  commu- 
nities." 

Smathers  said  there  were  some 
hopeful  signs  at  the  seminaries, 
where  the  ideas  of  faculty  mem- 
bers went  a  long  way  in  affect- 
ing the  minds  of  the  students. 
It  would  be  a  good  idea,  he 
thought,  for  ministerial  students 
to  be  sent  out  as  internes  to 
work  with  ministers  in  commu- 
nities. 

Mrs.  West  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  children  getting  basic 
motivation  and  right  impressions 
at  home,  and  Brownell  said  when 
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they  do  that  they  will  carry  it 
on  to  the  colleges. 

West  said  if  the  colleges  got 
more  from  the  New  Testament 
and  the  soil  they  would  have 
more  to  radiate.  "We  don't  have 
all  the  answers,"  he  said,  "but 
we  are  on  the  way  and  hopeful. 
That  is  something.  Let  us  pray." 

There  was  silence  for  a  mo- 
ment and  then  Stanley  Hamil- 
ton, secretary  of  the  Rural  Life 
Association,  thanked  God  for  the 
colleges,  "wrong  though  they 
may  be  in  some  respects.  Help 
us  to  make  them  better." 


The  Contribution  of  Christian 
Colleges 

Continued  from  page  9 

tions.  It  seems  that  the  Protes- 
tant churches  have  largely  re- 
signed their  general  educational 
functions  to  the  state  while  the 
state  has  thrown  into  the  lap  of 
the  church  all  religious  instruc- 
tion, separating  general  from  re- 
ligious education.  A  large  part 
of  the  American  people  today  do 
not  receive  any  religious  in- 
struction, not  even  in  the  home. 

In  spite  of  alarming  trends  in 
our  educational  system,  the 
Christian  colleges  are  still  play- 
ing a  very  important  role.  They 
educate  a  large  part  of  the  teach- 
ers in  our  public  schools  which 
helps  (or  ought  to  help)  keep 
down  the  secular  trends  of  those 
schools.  They  are,  and  have 
been,  educating  a  large  part  of 
our  business  and  professional 
people.  Such  reference  works 
as  Who's  Who  and  Who's  Who 
in  America,  show  that  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  smaller  colleges, 
mostly  church-related,  have  a 
greater  chance  of  attaining  dis- 
tinction than  do  the  graduates 
of  other  institutions.  These  col- 
leges have  contributed  to  the 
arts  and  the  sciences  through 
many  significant  research  proj- 
ects. 

But  their  most  important  con- 
tribution has  been  the  spiritual 
and  moral  values  these  schools 
have  taught.  They  have  the  hab- 


it of  interpreting  all  studies  with 
the  Christian  view  of  life  as  their 
frame  of  reference.  The  Chris- 
tian philosophy  becomes  the  in- 
tegrating principle  of  life.  They 
have  insisted  upon  a  way  of  life 
in  harmony  with  the  Christian 
philosophy  they  teach.  Apart 
from  the  churches  themselves, 
the  Christian  colleges  are  the 
most  important  guardians  of  the 
priceless  heritage  of  freedom  we 
enjoy  in  this  country — religious, 
political,  economic,  personal,  and 
social.  These  schools  stress  the 
universal  principles  upon  which, 
and  only  upon  which,  a  world 
order  can  rest. 

A  very  important  question, 
therefore,  is,  "How  are  the  fu- 
ture leaders  of  America  and  the 
rest  of  the  world  being  edu- 
cated?" In  some  parts  of  the 
world  education  is  already  con- 
ceived of  as  an  instrument  of 
political  power  through  which 
the  minds  of  the  people  are  regi- 
mented according  to  the  wishes 
of  a  ruling  person  or  group.  If 
we  lose  the  great  moral  basis  of 
our  earlier  educational  system 
through  secularization,  might  it 
be  possible  that  the  American 
people  will  fall  victims  to  this 
same  trend?  Can  our  rich  her- 
itage of  Western  culture  survive 
in  a  world  which  is  not  guided 
by  moral  principles  in  diplo- 
macy, business,  etc.,  and  religion 
is  either  ignored  or  rejected?  Is 
the  Christian  college  not  one  of 
the  most  potent  instruments  of 
the  Christian  church  in  meet- 
ing the  present  crisis  in  society? 
Are  the  Christian  colleges  ready 
to  meet  this  challenge  or  are  we, 
too,  secularized  and  speak  with 
no  certain  voice?  We,  of  the 
Christian  colleges,  have  a  great 
heritage.  We  also  have  a  tre- 
mendous task  ahead.  If  we  fail, 
what  of  the  church?  the  nation? 
the  world?  No,  we  must  not  fail 
at  our  task  in  this  crucial  move- 
ment! Will  you  pray  for  our  col- 
leges? Will  you,  in  the  words  of 
Calvin,  "send  us  wood  that  we 
may  cut  arrows"? 
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The  Fingers  of  God 

Glen  Weimer 

Pastor,  First  Church,  South  Bend,  Indiana 

God  is  gloriously  active  in  behalf  of  peace  in  our  time. 

God  is  making  many  persons  creative  in  goodness. 

God  wills  a  forward  looking,  ethically  growing,  Christlike  race 
of  men. 

God  is  commissioning  many  to  a  new  study  of  the  mind  and 
spirit  of  Christ.  So  men  are  pressing  forward  into  the  un- 
explored continent  of  the  divine  will  for  present-day  living. 
This  is  God's  work.  As  God  sent  Abraham  into  an  un- 
known country  of  spiritual  meaning  and  value,  so  does 
he  commission  persons  now. 

God  never  lets  the  spiritual  life  of  the  race  go  static,  stale  or 
dead.  As  seed  breaks  through  the  rock  with  new  life,  so 
God  cracks  the  hard  molds  of  human  life  and  thought,  with 
signs  of  new  life  and  growth. 

When  God  wants  human  life  to  go  forward  to  a  new  level, 
he  makes  present  life  to  issue  in  problems.  Problems  are 
signs  of  God  at  work;  problems  are  the  fingers  of  God 
pointing  to  new  possibilities. 

God  ever  prods  man  to  march  upward  toward  the  summit  of 
the  holy  mountain. 

God  intends  each  life  to  have  a  glorious  springtime,  a  golden 
maturity,  and  a  gorgeously  flamed  autumn. 

How  unlimited  the  love  of  God!  How  gloriously  deep  the  sea 
of  divine  forbearance,  forgiveness,  and  redeeming  com- 
passion! Life  is  due  to  God's  grace,  and  God's  grace  ever 
follows  our  need. 

0  God,  thou  givest  all,  and  we  owe  thee  all,  through  Christ 
our  Lord.   Amen. 
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Hochmann  von   Hochenau 


H.  G.  Renkewitz 

Professor  at  Herrnhuter  Brudergemeine 
Bad  Boll,  Germany 


AT  THE  end  of  the  thirty  years' 
war  Germany  was  in  a  great 
inner  crisis.  Want  of  discipline 
and  a  decline  of  morality  were  to  be 
seen  everywhere.  Men  of  the  church, 
feeling  their  responsibility,  wrote 
big  books  with  proposals  how  to 
mend  matters.  An  improvement  be- 
gan only  after  Jesus  Christ  gave  a 
revival  to  the  church.  It  always 
starts  in  the  individual  and  in  the 
congregations. 

At  that  time  a  young  clergyman 
at  Nuremburg  near  Hamburg,  Au- 
gust Hermann  Francke,  was  sudden- 
ly converted.  He  became  a  great 
preacher  of  repentance  and  grace. 

But  Christian  life  comprises  love 
besides  living  faith.  Francke  started 
with  only  a  few  crowns  his  great 
work  of  Christian  love  in  Halle.  His 
institutions  grew,  run  only  by  volun- 
tary gifts,  so  that  at  his  death  more 


than  2,000  children  were  educated 
and  taught  in  them.  -  Missionaries 
from  Halle  went  as  far  as  India. 

Ernst  Christopher  Hochmann  von 
Hochenau  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable and  interesting  persons  of 
German  church  life  in  this  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century. 

In  1670  he  was  born  in  the  small, 
mediaeval  town  of  Lauenburg  on  the 
Elbe  near  Hamburg.  We  know  little 
of  his  childhood  and  youth. 

The  decisive  turn  in  his  life  was 
his  coming  to  Halle  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three.  Francke  was  lecturing 
at  that  time  at  the  university.  The 
Lord  opened  Hochmann's  eyes  and 
led  him  "from  the  darkness  into 
his  marvelous  light."  He  now  per- 
ceived the  abundant  grace,  revealed 
for  fallen  mankind  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  His  clear  decision  was: 
"From  now  on  I'll  devote  my  life  to 


the  great  task  of  preaching  to  all 
men  without  distinction  of  rank  or 
education." 

He  immediately  started  preaching 
at  Halle,  without  asking  permission. 
The  audience  gathered  in  the  street. 
The  new  preacher  caused  a  sensa- 
tion. He  even  distributed  the  holy 
communion  in  a  spiritual  way, 
kneeling  down  to  bless  the  people 
and  stretching  out  his  hands,  but 
without  using  bread  and  wine.  The 
excitement  in  Halle  was  so  great 
that  the  officials  interfered.  They 
wanted  to  arrest  Hochmann;  his  door 
was  forced  open,  but  he  had  disap- 
peared. Yet  he  turned  up  for  the 
trial.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  a 
right  to  preach.  He  replied  that 
every  man  that  has  been  reborn  is 
a  priest  in  the  spirit.  Besides  all 
true  spiritual  men  are  exempt  from 
the  laws  of  the  church  and  the  state, 
and  if  we  all  would  be  righteous 
and  reborn  Christians  we  would 
need  no  civil  laws. 

Soon  he  was  considered  to  be  a 
dangerous  man!  Thus  he  was  ar- 
rested. For  the  first  time  in  his  life 
he  was  a  prisoner.  Later  he  was 
banished  from  Halle.  So  years  of 
constant  wanderings  began  for  him. 

Henceforth  three  thoughts  domi- 
nated his  life:  (1)  I  have  been  called 
by  Christ  to  preach  the  gospel;  (2) 
there  is  a  spiritual  church;  (3)  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  will  soon  come. 
It  did  not  matter  to  him  to  what 
church  the  "brethren  and  sisters" 
belonged,  if  only  they  followed 
Christ,  wishing  to  serve  him  with 
all  their  heart,  sacrificing  their 
worldly  possessions. 

Already  in  those  years  Christians 
knew  about  a  world-wide  Christian 
fellowship.  In  England  and  Ger- 
many "Philadelphian  Societies"  ex- 
isted, i.e.,  a  free  communion  of 
Christians  of  different  churches. 

One  fact  must  be  mentioned  as  the 
century  came  to  its  close  and  the 
year  1700  approached,  many  sincere 
Christians  waited  for  the  end  of  the 
world  and  for  the  beginning  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ.  Hockmann  be- 
lieved this  too.  In  calling  upon  peo- 
ple for  repentance,  he  knew  no  fear 
of  men.  Even  when  in  prison  he 
addressed  the  urgent  call  to  repent 
and  to  seek  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
authorities  in  whose  hands  he  was. 

During  the  first  years  of  his  ac- 
tivity he  visited  mostly  the  courts  of 
smaller  counts  in  Hesse.  Later  on 
we  find  him  in  the  towns  of  West- 
phalia, in  his  hometown  of  Nurem- 
berg, where  he  was  in  prison  for 
one  year,  and  in  Leipzig  where  he 
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also  was  under  arrest  for  a  long 
time.  In  Germany  there  existed  at 
that  period  many  tiny  territories. 
They  were  ruled  by  princes  or  counts 
who  oppressed  the  people  and  tried 
to  make  their  names  known  by 
erecting  buildings  and  castles.  But 
when  the  revivals  of  Pietism  began, 
the  lives  of  these  small  princes  often 
changed  completely.  Instead  of  mag- 
nificent castles  they  now  built  in- 
stitutions of  Christian  love  after  the 
example  of  August  Hermann 
Francke  in  Halle.  They  tried  to  lead 
a  sincere  life  and  wished  that  their 
servants  would  be  true  disciples  of 
Christ. 

Some  of  them  had  very  modern 
ideas.  They  undertook  to  establish 
brotherhood  and  freedom.  When 
they  failed  to  succeed  their  new  sub- 
jects had  to  begin  anew  their  wan- 
derings trying  to  find  a  new  home. 
Finding  no  tolerance  in  Germany 
their  last  choice  was  immigration; 
they  crossed  the  ocean  and  went  to 
America.  Among  them  were  the  first 
members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

In  1700  v.  Hochenau  visited  the 
village  of  Schwarzenau,  beautifully 
situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Eder. 
Again  and  again  he  returned  to 
Schwarzenau,  knowing  he  was  wel- 
come. Here  he  lived  some  years  later 
in  his  "laboratory,"  a  building  that 
does  not  exist  today,  until  in  1709 
he  built  a  small  house,  his  beloved 
"Castle  of  Peace"  in  Huttental. 
From  here  he  wrote  many  letters 
to  humble  persons  and  to  those  in 
high  positions,  all  containing  the 
entreaty  to  turn  to  Christ  and  to 
accept  his  grace. 

Thanks  to  the  tolerance  of  Count 
Henry  Albrecht  von  Wittgenstein  a 
large  number  of  Christians,  dis- 
gusted with  the  existing  Christian 
.  church,  settled  in  and  near  Schwarz- 
enau for  good.  Two  large  groups 
of  followers  were  formed.  Others 
preferred  solitude,  built  small  houses, 
or  retired  into  the  forests.  Many 
lived   in  very  modest   conditions. 

Yet  it  is  touching  to  see  how  these 
pious  people  longed  to  come  out  of 
their  isolation  and  to  find  a  new 
fellowship.  Hochmann  tried  to  help 
them  to  realize  this.  The  above  lab- 
oratory was  such  an  attempt  with 
the  aim  of  a  complete  surrender  to 
Jesus  Christ.  He  wanted  to  devote 
himself  entirely  to  Christ  and  to  his 
service.  He  now  tried  to  make  a 
reality  of  the  order  of  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  as  he  understood  it.  There 
should  be  no  rank,  no  authorities; 
even  possessions  should  be  given  up. 
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Conference  Business 

Queries 

Participation  in  Love  Feast 

The  Roxbury  congregation  as- 
sembled in  regular  council,  Aug.  3, 
1949,  requests  Annual  Conference, 
through  district  meeting  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  to  restate  the  policy  of 
our  church  concerning  the  participa- 


He  wrote  to  a  friend,  whom  he  in- 
vited to  join  the  fellowship  of  those 
devoted  to  Christ:  "My  dear  brother 
through  the  love  of  Christ!  We  have 
given  ourselves  with  body,  soul  and 
spirit  and  all  our  earthy  possessions, 
the  present  and  the  future  to  Christ 
alone,  and  we  are  willing  to  keep 
this  promise.  We  need  no  head,  no 
so-called  elders,  Christ  alone  being 
our  head.  We  are  all  equals  in  this 
fellowship,  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
acknowledge  no  master  besides 
Christ,  who  is  sitting  at  his  Father's 
right  side.  Our  order  in  worldly 
matters  is  the  love  of  Christ,  this 
love  must  drive  us  to  do  this  or 
that  service  of  love.  Disorders  must 
soon  be  restrained  because  he  who 
lives  in  this  fellowship  has  to  be 
subject  to  Christ,  who  rules  over 
all  hearts,  who  recompenses  every- 
one according  to  his  works.  In 
sumrna,  the  whole  work  has  begun 
in  belief  in  the  Son  of  God.  .  .  . 
He  who  enters  this  fellowship  does 
not  possess  anything  on  earth. 

"We  do  not  ask  protection  from 
any  person;  Christ  is  our  king.  He 
knows  how  to  defend  us  from  ene- 
mies inside  and  outside  us.  .  .  .  We 
have  had  great  blessings  during  the 
short  time  of  our  fellowship  and 
have  the  promise  that  God's  blessing 
will  daily  be  with  us  more  and  more. 
The  Lord  may  keep  us  further  on  in 
his  truth  and  give  us  eternal  freedom 
to  praise  his  name  through  Jesus 
Christ.    Amen." 

The  few  who  joined  this  fellow- 
ship renounced  all  their  possessions, 
and  moved  into  the  laboratory  of 
Schwarzenau.  But  they  soon  felt  the 
lack  of  money  and  the  money  box 
in  which  they  had  put  their  common 
funds  was  empty. 

This  seems  to  have  been  the  last 
practical  experiment  of  Hochmann 
to  unite  friends  in  a  Christian  order. 
He  left  the  quiet  village  of  Schwarz- 
enau to  preach  in  greater  places. 

At  the  time  of  his  greatest  ac- 
tivity while  at  Schwarzenau  he 
made  an  acquaintance  of  great  im- 
portance, that  of  the  miller,  Alexan- 
der Mack  of  Schriesheim  at  the 
Bergstrasse. 


tion  of  members  of  other  evangelical 
Christian  churches  in  our  love 
feast. 

D.  G.  Seese,  Elder. 
William  E.  Hayes,  Clerk. 
Answer     of     district     conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

John  D.  Ellis,  Clerk. 

Ministerial  Placement  and  Policy 

The  elders'  body  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, assembled  in  regular  dis- 
trict meeting,  Windber,  Pa.,  Oct.  26, 
1949,  requests  Annual  Conference 
through  district  meeting  to  change 
the  report  of  the  General  Ministerial 
Board  on  Ministerial  Placement  and 
Policy,  last  sentence  of  Section  II, 
Paragraph  1,  Annual  Meeting  Min- 
utes, 1937,  page  11,  which  now  reads: 

"It  shall  be  understood  that  the 
pastoral  board  of  the  local  church 
has  the  right,  provided  it  shall  first 
confer  with  the  district  and  General 
Ministerial  boards,  to  submit  as  a 
nomination  the  name  of  any  par- 
ticular minister  in  whom  the  con- 
gregation is  especially  interested." 
to  read  as  follows: 

"It  shall  be  understood  that  the 
pastoral  board  of-  the  local  church 
has  the  right,  provided  it  shall  first 
secure  the  approval  of  the  district 
ministerial  board  and  of  the  Ministry 
and  Home  Mission  Commission,  to 
submit  as  a  nomination,  the  name 
of  any  particular  minister  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  whom  the 
congregation  is  especially  inter- 
ested." 

C.  H.  Gehman,  Moderator. 
John  D.  Ellis,  Clerk. 

Answer  of  district  conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

John  D.  Ellis,  Clerk. 

Future  of  Brethren 
Volunteer  Service 

We,  the  Denver  church,  ask  An- 
nual Conference  of  1950,  through 
the  district  conference  of  Colorado, 
that  an  evaluation  and  comprehen- 
sive study  be  inaugurated  to  deter- 
mine the  future  of  Brethren  Volun- 
teer Service  as  to:  (1)  its  place  in 
our  church  program;  (2)  its  source 
of  financial  support;  (3)  establish- 
ment of  an  adequate  budget  for  it. 
We  further  petition  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  for  further  study 
and  planning;  such  a  committee  to 
include  one  member  of  the  National 
Youth  Cabinet,  and  others  not  al- 
ready encumbered  in  other  projects 
closely  related  to  Brethren  Service, 
and  report  to  Annual  Conference  in 
1951. 

E.  R.  Harris,  Elder. 
Galen  Hostetler,   Clerk. 

Answer     of     district     conference: . 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Frank  E.  Nies,  Writing  Clerk. 


Laymen  as  Executive 
Heads  of  Churches 
We,  the  Shiloh  church,  in  regular 
council,  June  25,  1949,  ask  district 
meeting,  assembled  in  the  Glady 
church,  Aug.  26,  1949,  to  ask  An- 
nual Conference  to  reconsider  the 
decision  of  the  Orlando  Conference 
regarding  a  layman  being  the  execu- 
tive head  of  a  church,  or  holding 
such  office,  and  we  further  ask  that 
the  above-named  decision  be  re- 
pealed. 

A.  C.  Auvil,  Elder. 
Isabella  Coffman,  Clerk. 
Answer     of     district     conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 
W.  J.  Row,  Moderator. 
Ada  Scrogum,  Secretary. 

Study  of  National  Church  Situation 

From  the  elders'  body  to  the  dis- 
trict conference  assembled  at  Em- 
pire, Oct.  22,  1949. 

The  District  of  Northern  California 
is  disturbed  over  a  number  of  na- 
tional church  situations,  which  are 
as  follows: 

1.  The  action  of  the  1949  Ocean 
Grove  Annual  Conference  in  adding 
$30,000  to  the  previously  carefully 
considered  budget  suggested  by  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  and 
without  the  presentation  of  the 
actual  needs  by  the  individual  col- 
leges. 

2.  The  1949  Conference  also  gave 
to  the  trustees  of  Bethany  Hospital 
the  privilege  of  soliciting  the  Broth- 
erhood for  sufficient  funds,  as  soon 
as  it  is  felt  practicable,  to  set  up  and 
operate  a  nurses'  training  school. 

3.  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  may 
shortly  start  the  erection  of  a 
chapel-sanctuary,  while  at  the  same 
time  there  is  considerable  sentiment 
that  the  present  location  as  a 
permanent  site  has  not  been  definite- 
ly settled. 

4.  There  is  a  growing  hope  that 
the  Brethren  Church  and  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  may  reach  an  agree- 
ment for  organic  union.  If  this 
should  happen,  it  is  likely  that  our 
theological  training  programs  would 
be  combined,  which  in  turn  might 
involve  a  possible  change  of  sem- 
inary location. 

These  issues  are  in  a  measure  in- 
ter-related and  they  not  only  con- 
template great  changes  in  our  ad- 
ministrative program,  but  it  also 
will  require  the  expenditure  of  vast 
sums  of  money  which  might  easily 
affect  our  entire  budgetary  and  pro- 
motional programs. 

Therefore,  the  District  of  Northern 
California,  assembled  in  district  con- 
ference, Oct.  22,  1949,  requests  An- 
nual Conference  of  1950,  to  appoint 
a  representative  committee  to  study 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear     Counselor: 

We  heard  a  speaker  speak  on  the 
importance  of  early  and  adequate  in- 
struction of  children  regarding  sex. 
This  troubles  us.  We  have  a  daugh- 
ter who  is  six  and  a  son  who  is  ten. 
Both  my  husband  and  I  had  no  in- 
formation when  we  were  children  on 
such  subjects.  We  would  like  to  give 
guidance  and  instruction  to  our  chil- 
dren but  find  that  we  are  so  shy  and 
timid  that  we  do  not  feel  we  can 
begin.    Can  you  help  us? 

A  Mother  and  Dad. 
Dear  Friends: 

The  speaker  you  heard  was  cer- 
tainly right  in  emphasizing  the  very 
great  importance  of  wholesome,  cor- 
rect, properly  timed  sex  instruction 
for  children  if  they  are  to  become 
mentally  healthy  youth  and  adults. 

The  background  for  any  sex  in- 
struction is  a  family  life  in  which 
the  children  find  security  for  them- 
selves and  warmth  of  affection  be- 
tween parents  and  toward  them  from 
the  parents.  I  am  assuming  that  you 
both  are  providing  this  basic  thing 
for  your  children  without  which  the 
most  carefully  planned  sex  instruc- 
tion does  not  accomplish  its  ends. 

The  next  thing  I  would  suggest  is 
that  you  read  several  items  so  as  to 
make  you  feel  much  more  at  ease  in 
speaking  about  matters  of  sex  to 
your  children.  After  reading  them 
talk  of  them  to  each  other.  Thus 
some  of  your  timidity  will  disappear. 


The  following  books  would  help 
you  to  adjust  yourself  to  this  need: 
de  Schweinitz,  Growing  Up,  and 
Strain,  Sex  Education  in  the  Home; 
de  Schweinitz  is  a  doctor;  Mrs.  Strain 
is  a  minister's  wife  and  both  books 
are  helpful. 

Several  pamphlets  that  would  be 
helpful  are:  Rice,  Those  First  Sex 
Questions  (parents  of  very  young 
children)  and  The  Story  of  Life  (for 
boys  and  girls  10  years  old),  Jones 
and  Read,  Sex  Education  for  the  Pre- 
School  Child,  Brown,  Sex  Education 
in  the  Home.  These  pamphlets  may 
be  obtained  by  addressing  The  As- 
sociation for  Family  Living,  209  S. 
State  Street,  Suite  1426,  Chicago,  111. 

Certainly  the  general  principle 
that  applies  for  good  sex  education 
and  guidance  is  to  answer  all  ques- 
tions about  sex  when  they  come  up 
in  terms  that  your  children  will  un- 
derstand and  in  as  much  detail  as 
they  want  them.  Questions  should 
be  answered  matter-of-factly  as  are 
other  questions,  with  no  air  of  great 
secrecy.  Usually  children  are  ask- 
ing questions  about  babies  by  three 
years  of  age.  If  all  questions  are 
answered  unemotionally  and  truth- 
fully the  child  has  the  best  possible 
preparation  for  a  well-adjusted  life 
of  his  or  her  own.  More  specific  help 
can  be  found  in  the  pamphlets  and 
books  I  have  suggested. 
Sincerely, 
Your  Counselor. 


these  problems  and  bring  a  report  to 
the  1951  Annual  Conference  with  a 
view  to  guiding  the  Brotherhood 
wisely  in  these  matters.  Further- 
more, we  recommend  that  Annual 
Conference  instruct  the  hospital  to 
make  no  solicitation  for  funds,  and 
that  the  seminary  take  no  further  ac- 
tion in  building,  until  further  direc- 
tion from  Annual  Conference. 

Answer  of  district  conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Vernon  F.  Miller,  Moderator. 

Cecil  W.  Smith,  Clerk. 

Goodwill    Toward    Other    Nationals 

The  Pasadena  Church  of  the 
Brethren  petitions  Annual  Confer- 
ence through  district  conference  to 
provide  for  the  initiation  and  pro- 
motion of  a  campaign  to  make  all 
the  people  conscious  of  the  impor- 
tance of  building  goodwill  toward 
nationals,  and  in  other  nationals 
toward  us  as  the  only  sound  basis 
for  lasting  peace. 


We  ask  that  all  other  churches  be 
urged  to  join  in  an  organized,  united 
effort  to  reach  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple through  every  avenue,  especially 
through  schools. 

We  ask  that  until  better  ways  are 
found  for  building  goodwill,  this 
campaign  should  actively  advocate 
the  general  public  support  of  the 
best  foreign  relief  projects. 

We  ask  that  this  campaign  be 
organized  and  set  into  action  as  soon 
as  is  possible  so  as  to  take  advantage 
of  the  need  for  great  relief  in  so 
many  places,  and  the  consequent  op- 
portunity for  building  goodwill. 

John  W.  Wilson,  Clerk 

Answer  of  district  conference  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Herbert  L.  Ruthrauff,  Moderator. 

Burton  E.  Forney,  Secretary. 


APRIL    22,    1950 
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About  Conference 

Many  are  beginning  to  make  plans  to  attend 
Annual  Conference,  which  will  be  held  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  June  13-18.  Arrange- 
ments for  places  to  room  are  about  completed. 
Information  concerning  the  lodging .  possibilities 
will  appear  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  April 
29  or  May  6.  The  program  and  other  details 
will  be  found  in  following  issues. 

Business  for  Conference  begins  in  this  issue 
on  page  14.  Those  who  plan  to  be  at  Confer- 
ence, especially  delegates  from  the  churches 
and  Standing  Committee  members,  should  read 
the  items  carefully. 


A  quarter  million  children,  young  people  and  adults 
are  now  being  reached  in  summer  conference  programs 
in  forty  Protestant  denominations. 

Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Laursen  have  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  North  Webster  church,  Ind.  Their  ad- 
dress will  be  Box  556,  North  Webster,  Ind.  Will  their 
correspondents  please  note? 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  has  chosen  S.  Clyde  Weaver, 
F.  S.  Carper  and  J.  Herbert  Miller  to  represent  the  dis- 
trict on  the  1950  Standing  Committee.  Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
H.  F.  King  and  N.  K.  Musser  are  the  alternates. 

In  the  obituary  of  Webster  H.  Fox,  which  appeared 
in  the  Feb.  25  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  the  follow- 
ing were  omitted  from  the  list  of  survivors:  three 
daughters,   one  foster  son  and  fourteen  grandchildren. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  speak  at 
the  Richland  church,  Pa.,  on  Sunday  morning,  April  30. 
In  the  afternoon  and  evening  he  is  the  speaker  for 
the  spring  fellowship  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
CBYF  at  the  Hanoverdale  church. 

Sister  J.  M.  Blough  is  confined  to  her  bed  since  she 
had  a  stroke.  Because  of  her  illness,  Bro.  Blough  and 
she  are  now  located  in  Martinsburg,  Pa.  They  should 
be  addressed  %  Mr.  W.  O.  Weber,  S.  Market  St.  Brother 
and  Sister  Blough  served  the  church  many  years  in 
India.  You  will  want  to  remember  them  in  your 
prayers. 

The  Sunnyside  church.  Wash.,  located  in  the  Yakima 
Valley,  Wash.,  has  recently  remodeled  its  building  and 
built  a  new  basement.  Andrew  Holderreed,  returned 
missionary  to  China,  is  their  pastor.  They  are  working 
together  with  hopefulness  and  unity  of  purpose.  Libby 
Eshelman  of  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  writes  to  invite  other 
Brethren  to  settle  among  them. 

The  churches  of  the  District  of  North  Dakota  and 
Eastern  Montana  extend  a  welcome  to  any  Brethren 
from  the  West  to  stop  for  worship  or  to  bring  a  message 
in  any  of  the  churches  as  they  pass  through  that  area 
on  their  way  to  Conference.  If  any  one  would  like  to 
make  arrangements  for  such  services  they  should  con- 
tact either  the  local  pastor  or  Mark  Emswiler,  fieldman. 
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Francis  P.  Litton,  formerly  pastor  at  Carlisle,  Pa., 
should  now  be  addressed  at  R.  6,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Arthur  Baldwin  will  represent  Idaho  and  Western 
Montana  on  the  Grand  Rapids  Standing  Committee. 

Sherwood  Eddy  and  a  group  of  fifty  educators, 
clergymen  and  journalists  will  sail  from  New  York  on 
June  23  to  enter  into  study  seminars  in  Europe.  They 
will  return  to  the  United  States  about  the  middle  of 
August. 

Samuel  B.  Maddocks  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  recently  cele- 
brated his  eighty-seventh  birthday  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  with  whom  he  resides.  Bro.  Maddocks  is  a 
deacon  in  the  church  and  has  been  a  reader  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

Tracy  C.  Nininger  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  watches  the 
news  for  good  deeds.  Recently  he  read  of  300  baby 
chicks  being  sent  from  Pennsylvania  to  our  Eastern 
neighbors.  Only  three  of  the  baby  chicks  died  en  route. 
Bro.  Nininger  gathers  together  fine  acts  of  this  kind  and 
reports  them  to  his  friends  on  postal  cards. 

Charles  Albin,  pastor  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  writes: 
"The  picture,  Like  a  Mighty  Army,  is  tops.  All  of  our 
people  were  pleased  with  it.  They  thought  it  was  one 
of  the  best  religious  films  they  had  ever  seen.  Our 
neighboring  pastor,  likewise,  was  much  thrilled  with 
it."  This  film  is  available  through  the  Visual  Education 
Department  at  Elgin. 

"I  look  upon  the  Messenger  as  an  assistant  pastor, 
who  makes  fifty  calls  to  your  home  yearly.  He  brings 
each  time  a  volume  of  Brotherhood  news,  world  news, 
meditations,  thoughts  from  our  great  leaders  and  timely 
editorials.  Growing,  active  church  members  simply 
cannot  be  without  their  church  paper.  Don't  forget,  too, 
that  it  will  make  an  impact  for  good  upon  your  growing 
children,"  writes  Bernard  King,  pastor,  First  Church, 
York,  Pa. 

The  young  adult  fellowship  of  the  Western  District  of 
Pennsylvania  has  sponsored  a  tour  by  Wilbur  Mullen 
through  the  churches.  He  told  of  his  work  as  a  Brethren 
Service  worker  in  Europe  and  showed  pictures.  This 
fellowship  is  making  progress  in  reaching  its  goal  of 
$100  for  the  purchase  of  a  duplicator  for  the  Africa 
mission  school.  Their  action  should  be  an  encourage- 
ment to  other  young  adult  fellowships  to  adopt  worth- 
while projects. 

A  Brethren  Washington  Seminar 

From  May  2-5  the  Brethren  will  hold  another  sem- 
inar in  Washington  to  study  the  place  of  religion  in  up- 
right government.  Lorell  Weiss  and  Stauffer  Curry  are 
codirectors.  State  Department  officials,  senators,  repre- 
sentatives and  churchmen  will  appear  before  the  group. 
Food,  civil  rights,  displaced  persons,  the  draft,  and  other 
problems  will  be  discussed.  Frequent  evaluations  will 
be  held.  First  meeting  will  be  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  9:00  a.m..  May  2. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to  A.  S.  Curry,  941 
Massachusetts  Ave..  N.  W..  Washington,  D.  C,  and  re- 
quests for  lodging  to  Mrs.  Mclnvoy,  Congressional  Tour- 
ist Home.  113  B  St.,  S.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  Registra- 
tion will  be  $1.50.  Lodging  will  be  $1.50  per  night. 
Other  expenses  will  be  minimum.  Men,  women,  youth, 
ministers  are  invited  to  attend. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Mrs.  S.  O.  Hatfield  of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  writes  to 
express  her  belief  that  the  difficulty  of  the  world  is 
our  lukewarm  hearts.  If  the  hearts  of  Christians  could 
be  set  on  fire  with  evangelical  fervor,  we  could  spread 
abroad  in  the  world  a  spirit  of  redemption  and  goodwill 
which  could  answer  most  of  our  problems,  she  says. 

Dr.  Philip  B.  Davis  of  Burbank,  Calif.,  recently  paid 
his  parents,  Secretary  of  Christian  Education  Commis- 
sion and  Mrs.  C.  Ernest  Davis,  a  forty-one-hour  visit 
as  he  was  en  route  home  by  air  from  Vienna,  Austria, 
where  he  had  spent  six  weeks  in  study  in  the  surgical 
clinic  of  the  General  hospital,  operated  in  connection 
with  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of  Vienna. 
While  in  Elgin,  Dr.  Davis  reported  to  W.  Harold  Row  on 
his  impressions  of  Brethren  Service  operations  in 
Vienna. 

"I  wish  to  tell  you  something  of  the  appreciation 
we  have  felt  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  other  cor- 
respondence we  have  received  from  the  Publishing 
House  and  from  the  General  Brotherhood  Board.  These 
things  keep  us  feeling  'at  home'  although  we  are  many, 
many  miles  from  any  other  Brethren  folks.  Some  of 
our  friends  here  have  caught  our  enthusiasm  for  the 
Messenger,  hence  the  accompanying  subscriptions.  We 
have  helped  to  form  a  small  Sunday  school,  of  a  neces- 
sity interdenominational.  Our  average  attendance  is 
between  twenty  and  twenty-five.  My  husband  and  I, 
as  well  as  our  four  children,  have  learned  to  love  our 
life  in  Alaska,  and  hope  to  build  a  permanent  life  here. 
We  do  miss  some  of  the  Brethren  fellowship  but  as 
one  compensation  we  have  a  fine  spirit  of  various  faiths 
learning  to  work  and  worship  harmoniously  together." — 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos  S.  Hostetter,  Anchor  Point,  Alaska. 


La  Verne  College 

New  era  banquet.  March  3,  was  the  scene  of  enter- 
tainment for  more  than  750  guests.  Including  waiters, 
more  than  840  persons  were  fed.  It  was  announced  at 
the  banquet  that  approximately  $40,000  was  on  hand  in 
cash  and  pledges  toward  the  proposed  Hoover  Memorial 
library.  Included  in  the  amount  is  one  gift  for  $20,000 
and  another  for  $10,500.  The  college  is  continuing  its 
drive  for  the  $115,000  necessary  to  construct  the  urgent- 
ly needed  library. 

At  the  March  4  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, Frank  D.  Howell  of  Long  Beach  was  re-elected 
president,  M.  J.  Brock  of  Los  Angeles  vice-president 
and  J.  C.  Brandt,  La  Verne,  secretary.  Other  members 
of  the  executive  committee  are  M.  T.  Killingsworth, 
Long  Beach,  F.  A.  Yearout,  Fresno,  J.  A.  Allard,  Po- 
mona. E.  D.  Gensinger  of  Wenatchee,  whose  term  ex- 
pired, was  replaced  by  A.  T.  Hartshorn  of  La  Verne  for 
a  one-year  term. 

Prof.  K.  A.  Sarafian,  member  of  the  faculty  since 
1923,  has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  at  the  University 
of  Southern  California.  Dr.  W.  W.  Bartlett  has  been 
appointed  to  head  the  education  department.  Dr.  Bart- 
lett was  formerly  head  of  teacher  training  work  at 
Otterbein  College,  assistant  to  the  president  at  Carleton 
College,  and  president  of  Rio  Grande  College.  He  has 
also  spent  a  number  of  years  abroad  as  an  educational 
administrator. 

Eight  faculty  members  attended  the  Western  College 
Association  spring  meeting  in  Santa  Barbara  on  April 


1:  Professors  Herbst,  Slifer,  Wagoner  and  Wadleigh, 
Miss  Fischer  and  Miss  Larick,  Dean  Brandt  and  Presi- 
dent Fasnacht.  Coach  Hanawalt  also  attended  sessions 
of  the  Association  of  Health,  Physical  Education  and 
Recreation  at  Santa  Barbara  and  Mr.  Hogan,  dean  of 
men,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  deans  of  men  of  western 
colleges  and  universities  at  San  Diego  on  March  30 
and  31. 

Year-end  events  of  public  interest  include:  May  23, 
closing  chapel  convocation,  at  which  Roger  Deas,  secre- 
tary to  Governor  Warren,  will  be  the  speaker;  May  27, 
alumni  banquet;  May  28,  worship  service  of  sacred 
music  by  the  choirs,  quartets,  trios  and  other  music 
groups;  May  28,  baccalaureate  services,  at  which  Galen 
B.  Ogden,  pastor  of  the  college  church,  will  be  the 
speaker;  May  29,  the  Melodiairs  in  a  benefit  recital; 
May  31,  general  recital,  music  department,  choirs  and 
miscellaneous  groups;  June  1,  commencement  exercises, 
at  which  C.  C.  Trillingham,  superintendent  Los  Angeles 
County  schools,  will  be  the  speaker. 

The  largest  graduating  class  in  the  history  of  La 
Verne,  totaling  approximately  seventy-five,  will  receive 
degrees  on  June  1  at  the  fifty-eighth  annual  commence- 
ment. Three  fourths  of  this  group  will  be  eligible  for 
the  general  elementary  or  the  junior  high  school  teach- 
ing credential. 

Summer  session  will  open  on  June  26.  Special  em- 
phases are  being  placed  on  courses  designed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  teachers  seeking  to  complete  requirements 
for  a  degree,  take  work  toward  a  teaching  credential  or 
to  meet  professional  requirements  of  a  given  school 
district. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    C.    Russell    Snyder    of    Altoona,    Pa.,    in    the    Amaranth 
church,  Pa.,  May  7-14. 

Bro.  Austin  H.  Cooper  of  Berlin,  Pa.,  in  the  Fairview  church, 
Pa.,  April  16-23. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Astoria  church,  111. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Tampa  church,   Fla. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Green  church,  Iowa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Denton  church,  Md. 

Ten  added  to  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Harmonyville  church,   Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bear  Creek  church,   Ohio. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Union  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  West  Milton  church,   Ohio. 

Seven  baptized   in  the   Pleasant  Valley   church,   Ind. 

Nine  received  by  letter  in  the   Greenville  church,   Ohio. 

Seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Liberty  Mills  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Bethany  church,   Ind. 

Nine  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Lindsay 
church,   Calif. 

Twelve  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Chico 
church,    Calif. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church,   Ohio. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Evergreen 
church,  Reisterstown,  Md. 

Twenty-one  baptized  and  thirty-four  received  by  letter  in 
the   Moxham   church,   Johnstown,   Pa. 

Fifteen  baptized,  three  awaiting  the  rite,  five  received  by  let- 
ter and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  23  (Temperance) 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Amos  Attacks  Social  Injustice  (Temper- 
ance).— Amos.  Memory  Selection:  Hate  the  evil,  and  love  the 
good,  and  establish  justice  in  the  gate.    Amos  5:  15. 

CBYF  Topic  for  April,  New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


Let's  Visit  the  Oakland  Community 


A  VISIT  into  the  community  in 
and  around  Gettysburg,  Ohio, 
would  necessarily  include  the 
Oakland  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
which  is  located  about  three  miles 
north  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio.  We  hope 
by  these  pictures  to  give  you  a 
glimpse  of  what  the  Oakland  con- 
gregation and  its  neighbors  have 
been  and  are  doing  towards  building 
peace  in  a  world  full  of  destruction, 
want,  fear,  greed  and  misunderstand- 
ing— but  also  a  world  with  people 
who  are  attempting  to  prove  their 
love  for  all  mankind  by  meeting 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  in  all 
parts  of  the  globe. 

The  Oakland  community  has  al- 
ways actively  supported  relief  proj- 
ects. In  May  of  1946  members  of 
the  congregation  helped  contribute 
towards  the  55,800  hatching  eggs 
that  went  to  Poland  by  plane.  Ray 
Petersime,  incubator  manufacturer 
of  Gettysburg,  conceived  this  idea, 
and  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  helped 
supply  the  eggs.  The  Oakland  con- 
gregation did  not  stop  with  this 
project  but  in  the  fall  of  1946  canned 
a  total  of  18,600  cans  of  corn,  toma- 
toes, sweet  potatoes,  carrots  and 
beets.  Twenty-three  heifers  and  a 
carload  of  wheat  donated  by  Oak- 
land members  were  also  shipped 
during  this  year.    A  project  of  the 


Rev.  Moyne  Landis, 
pastor  of  the  Oakland 
Church  oi  the  Breth- 
ren, consecrates  hatch- 
ing eggs  brought  to 
the  front  oi  the  church 
by  representatives  oi 
the  congregation,  be- 
fore being  sent  by 
plane  to  Poland 


men's  work  is  operating  an  80-acre 
farm  on  a  rental-share  basis  and 
giving  the  proceeds  for  relief  pur- 
poses, including  the  sponsoring  of 
displaced  persons  families  in  the 
community. 

Through  the  encouragement  and 
efforts  of  Ray  Petersime  and  the 
pastor  of  the  Oakland  church,  Rev. 
Moyne  Landis,  the  Oakland  members 
have  done  much  towards  resettling 
displaced  persons.  There  are  pres- 
ently forty-one  displaced  persons 
worshiping  in  the  local  church.  The 
entire  community  has  helped  much 
in  making  a  place  for  these  people 
in   the   community,    giving   them    a 


Members  oi  the  Oak- 
land church  prepare 
tomatoes  ior  canning. 
A  carload  oi  relieiiood 
was  donated  by  this 
congregation  in  the 
iall  oi  1946 
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good  start  on  their  way  and  as- 
sisting in  every  means  possible.  For 
example,  a  fellowship  meeting  was 
sponsored  by  the  Darke  County  lay- 
men of  all  churches  just  before 
Thanksgiving  for  which  an  inter- 
national menu  was  prepared  and 
served  by  women  from  seventeen 
different  denominations.  Eighty  dis- 
placed persons  participated  in  this 
very  inspirational  service,  which  was 
attended  by  252  people  of  all  de- 
nominations. 

For  their  own  family,  Mikolaj  and 
Maria  Szkarupa  and  children,  Oleg 
and  Margaret,  thirty  men  of  the 
Oakland  church  built  a  home  in 
about  one  day.  The  church  enter- 
tained thirty-nine  displaced  persons 
at  a  Christmas  party. 

We  are  happy  to  report  what  the 
Oakland  community  is  doing  for 
the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  of 
Europe  and  for  the  resettlement  of 
displaced  persons  in  this  country. 
We  are  sure  there  are  many  churches 
and  communities  throughout  the 
Brotherhood  that  are  putting  forth 
efforts  similar  to  these.  The  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission  wishes  to 
express  its  thanks  to  all  of  you  who 
have  helped  carry  on  its  work  so 
faithfully  by  your  generous  con- 
tributions of  time  and  money.  We 
urge  your  continued  support  of  re- 
lief projects  and  the  displaced  per- 
sons program  as  there  is  still  much 
work  to  be  accomplished. 


Thirty  men  from  the 
Oakland  church  stop 
long  enough  from 
their  work  to  pose 
for  the  photographer. 
The  house  was  com- 
pleted in  about  a 
day's  time 


Many  oi  the  displaced  persons  are  skilled 
workmen.  Besides  farming,  occupations  in- 
clude medical  doctors  and  nurses,  truck 
drivers,  mechanics  and  electricians, 
butchers,  tailors,  merchants,  shoemakers, 
etc.  Here  we  see  "Mike"  Szkarupa  at 
work  as  a  radio  operator 


A  project  of  the  men's  work  of  the  Oakland  church  to  help  raise  money  for  relief  work 
and  the  sponsoring  of  displaced  persons  is  that  of  renting  and  farming  80  acres 


Rev.  Landis  pays  a  friendly  visit  to  the  Oakland  family,  Mikolaj  and  Maria  Szkarupa 
and  children,  Margaret  and  Oleg,  during  the  Christmas  season.    These  folk  are  very 

happy  in  their  new  home 


Ray  Petersime,  a  man  who  spends  half  of 
his  time  in  church  work,  poses  with  a 
family  that  has  just  arrived  at  the  railway 
station.  A  devotional  period  takes  place 
immediately  after  the  family  comes  from 
the  train.  Many  times  prayer  is  offered 
before  the  train  leaves  the  station 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


YOUR   CHURCH 
and    ITS   COLLEGES 


THERE  is  always  the  danger  that 
we  take  for  granted  institutions 
that  have  been  long  with  us. 
When  such  a  situation  exists,  the 
usefulness  and  even  the  life  of  the 
institution  is  endangered.  Lest  such 
an  attitude  might  develop  between 
the  church  and  its  college,  it  should 
be  profitable  for  us  to  consider 
briefly  how  interdependent  they  are 
and  how  a  wholesome  relationship 
can  be  maintained  between  them. 

Young  people  of  our  day  and 
generation  in  increasing  numbers 
are  bound  to  avail  themselves  of 
opportunities  to  secure  a  higher  edu- 
cation. The  future  and  welfare  of 
the  church  tomorrow  is  tied  up  in 
the  decision  as  to  where  the  young 
people  from  our  churches  will  secure 
their  college  training.  Out  of  a  con- 
viction that  the  church  must  provide 
educational  opportunities  for  its  own 
youth,  if  the  church  in  the  future 
is  to  have  strong  and  capable  lead- 
ers, our  forefathers  with  great  sacri- 
fice and  devotion  established  our 
church  colleges.  Their  judgment  and 
sacrifice  have  been  vindicated.  It  is 
the  exception  when  youth  who  have 
not  also  received  their  training  in 
our  own  colleges  become  ministers, 
missionaries  or  leaders  in  our 
church. 

This  was  forcibly  brought  to  my 
attention  a  few  years  ago,  when 
a  young  man  aspiring  to  the  min- 
istry from  a  congregation  where  I 
was  elder,  enrolled  without  my 
knowledge  in  another  denomina- 
tional college  of  the  state.  He  found 
it  convenient  for  the  time  being  to 
attend  there,  planning  to  enroll  later 
at  our  own  college.  After  having 
enrolled,  it  was  easier  to  continue. 
He  married  a  young  lady  belonging 
to  the  denomination  supporting  the 
college  in  which  he  was  enrolled. 
Later,  he  joined  this  denomination 
and  is  training  for  the  ministry  in 
that  church,  rather  than  our  own. 


Galen  T.  Lehman 

North  Manchester,  Indiana 
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I  briefly  mention  some  of  the  serv- 
ices which  I  have  noted  that  the  col- 
lege in  the  area  which  I  serve  is 
offering  to  the  church.  Undoubtedly, 
all  the  colleges  of  our  church  are 
rendering  similiar  service  to  their 
church   constituencies. 

1.  The  college  has  made  available 
talent  from  the  faculty  to  conduct 
training  schools  in  Christian  educa- 
tion for  groups  of  churches  or  whole 
communities,  where  credit  could  be 
granted  for  courses  in  standard 
leadership  training. 

2.  A  booklet  was  printed  and  cir- 
culated among  the  churches,  listing 
members  of  the  faculty  who  would 
be  available  to  serve  in  their  church- 
es and  listing  the  areas  in  which  they 
had  special  interests. 

3.  The  college  provides  a  generous 
supply  of  speakers  in  our  churches 
for  special  occasions,  in  addition  to 


filling  many  preaching  appointments. 

4.  During  the  past  year,  one  entire 
district  had  Bible  institutes  in  each 
church  with  instructors  provided  by 
the  college  faculty. 

5.  An  intensive  two-week  Bible 
school  will  be  held  at  the  college 
this  summer,  where  pastors  and 
ministers  may  take  courses  for  sem- 
inary or  college  credit,  and  thereby 
better  qualify  themselves  for  serv- 
ice in  the  church. 

6.  Faculty  members  have  been 
used  extensively  in  the  camping  pro- 
gram of  the  church. 

7.  District  meetings  and  other 
gatherings  have  come  to  rely  for 
some  of  their  leadership  upon  our 
college. 

8.  This  spring,  arrangements  are 
completed  to  have  a  pastors'  day  at 
the  college,  where  pastors  and  their 
wives  will  be  guests  of  the  college. 
The  program  of  the  college  will  be 
interpreted  to  them,  so  that  they  in 
turn  may  be  in  a  position  accurately 
to  promote  goodwill  and  understand- 
ing in  the  local  congregation. 

9.  The  college  provides  abundant 
opportunity  for  spiritual  growth  and 
development  among  the  student 
body.  Some  of  the  strongest  re- 
ligious leaders  of  our  nation  address 
the  students.  Cell  groups,  prayer 
meetings,  regular  chapel  services, 
hilltops,  retreats,  Bible  courses, 
deputation  teams  into  churches,  re- 
ligious organizations  and,  perhaps 
greatest  of  all,  daily  class  work  in 
which  Christian  ideals  and  principles 
are  recognized  and  emphasized,  pro- 
vide a  combination  of  influences  that 
strongly  favor  the  development  of 
Christian  character  and  leadership. 

10.  Courses  in  the  department  of 
religion  are  required  for  graduation. 

11.  A  college  pastor  devotes  much 
time  to  counseling  and  directing  re- 
ligious activities  on  the  campus. 

12.  The  student  body  is  afforded 
frequent  opportunity  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  missionaries,  serv- 
ice workers,  educators,  ministers  and 
leaders  of  our  denomination,  at  the 
regional  conference,  chapel  pro- 
grams, and  on  other  occasions. 

The  cumulative  effect  of  all  these 
influences  is  a  deeper  appreciation 
for  and  loyalty  to  the  church  and 
its  world-wide  program.  Many  thus 
decide  to  devote  their  lives  to 
Christian  service. 

If  we  are  to  have  strong  church 


colleges,  it  is  necessary  for  the  local 
churches  to  realize  that  they  have 
a  definite  responsibility  in  support- 
ing the  college. 

It  is  important  first  of  all  that  the 
church  send  its  youth  to  our  own 
colleges.  In  this  way,  they  are 
brought  under  the  wholesome  in- 
fluences mentioned  above.  In  recent 
years,  our  college  has  had  from  one 
half  to  two  thirds  of  its  student 
body  made  up  of  Church  of  the 
Brethren  students.  When  our  own 
young  people  constitute  a  majority 
of  the  student  body,  it  is  much  easier 
to  maintain  the  high  ideals  and 
standards  which  we  like  to  find  in 
our  church  schools.  If  every  con- 
gregation would  send  its  finest  and 
most  talented  youth  to  our  colleges, 
they  in  turn  would  be  in  a  position 
to  render  a  larger  service  to  the 
church. 

Our  church  people  and  local  con- 
gregations frequently  allow  other 
institutions  to  entice  its  young  peo- 
ple to  attend  college  elsewhere,  es- 
pecially if  they  have  good  scholastic 
or  athletic  records.  Many  good 
church  parents  allow  financial  con- 
siderations or  scholarships  to  deter- 
mine where  their  children  will  at- 
tend  college,   rather   than   the   val- 


VISUAL  AIDS 

for  the  Church 


WHAT  HAPPENED  TO  JO  JO  is 
the  third  of  the  curriculum  films 
produced  through  the  joint  efforts  of 
the  Protestant  churches.  All  three  of 
these  films  have  been  produced  es- 
pecially for  use  by  young  people. 
The  other  two  are  A  Job  for  Bob 
and  Birthday  Party,  described  in 
previous  issues. 

What  Happened  to  Jo  Jo  deals 
with  a  situation  which  is  designed  to 
help  young  people  apply  Christian 
ideals  to  their  concepts  of  good 
citizenship.  Jo  Jo,  a  super  life-of- 
the-party  teen-ager,  and  her  friends 
in  the  church  young  people's  society 
were  only  nominally  concerned  with 
the  gang  on  the  other  side  of  town, 
until  one  of  the  gang  threw  a  rock 
which  injured  Jo  Jo.  How  she  and 
her  friends  dealt  with  the  situation 
makes  an  inspiring  story  for  all  ages 
and  applies  principles  of  Christian 
citizenship  on  the  local  level. 

Running  time:    30  minutes.   Rent- 
al $8.00,  from 
VISUAL  EDUCATION  SERVICE 

General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.   State  St.  Elgin,   111. 


Date 


General  Brotherhood  Board 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

I  enclose  $ to  help  the  church 

maintain   its   Christian   Education  program. 

Please  use  as  follows: 
For    Christian   Education    Commission    Pro- 
gram     $ 

(Local  church,   family   life,   youth    work, 
temperance) 


For   Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    

(Training   ministers,   missionaries   and   local   workers) 


For  Brethren  Colleges    $.. 

(Annual  Conference  Appropriation) 

Name     Congregation      

District     Street   

City    State     


ues  and  considerations  mentioned 
above. 

It  is  important  that  the  church 
give  adequate  financial  support  to 
our  own  colleges.  No  college  can  op- 
erate creditably  on  the  income  that 
it  receives  from  tuition,  board,  room 
and  student  fees.  To  try  to  do  so 
would  require  fees  so  high  that  few 
of  our  church  people  would  feel  they 
could  afford  to  send  their  children  to 
our  colleges.  As  a  national  average, 
students  pay  only  approximately  half 
of  the  academic  costs  of  their  college 
education. 

Some  interested  individuals  out- 
side the  church  are  ready  and  willing 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  our 
church  schools.  However,  since  our 
church  owns  and  operates  our  col- 
leges, it  is  only  right  that  the  major 
support  should  come  from  church 
sources.  It  is  generally  recognized 
that  the  group  that  finances  an  in- 
stitution will  eventually  determine 
its  policies.  The  only  sure  way  that 
a  college  can  withstand  the  many 
pressures  to  lower  its  standards  and 
to  allow  secular  interests  to  control 
is  for  the  churches  to  support  it  so 
generously  with  their  gifts  that  the 
college  will  not  be  dependent  upon 
these  other  interests  for  survival. 
The  local  church  should,  therefore, 
consider  it  a  privilege  and  oppor- 
tunity as  well  as  a  responsibility  and 
obligation  to  give  liberal  financial 
support  to  their  college. 

Our  churches  can  also  render  a 
great  service  by  giving  their  college 
moral  and  spiritual  backing.  The 
college  administrators  and  faculties 
are  hard  working,  conscientious  peo- 
ple, carrying  a  heavy  load  and  work- 
ing for  a  very  modest  salary,  in  the 
light  of  their  training  and  ability. 
They  deserve  your  encouragement 
and  prayers. 


Frequently  we  are  ready  to  en- 
tertain and  spread  rumors  which  are 
not  grounded  in  fact,  but  which 
greatly  undermine  the  usefulness  of 
the  colleges.  If  criticism  is  in  order, 
give  it  to  the  proper  college 
authorities  in  a  kindly  spirit,  rather 
than  broadcasting  it  where  only 
harm  could  possibly  result. 

We  must  beware  of  the  tendency 
to  expect  higher  moral  standards 
in  our  colleges  than  we  can  main- 
tain in  our  local  churches.  When 
J.  G.  Royer  was  speaking  at  a  church 
meeting  as  president  of  Mt.  Morris 
college,  a  man  spoke  up,  saying,  "I 
sent  my  boy  to  your  college  and  you 
made  a  fool  of  him."  Bro.  Royer 
quickly  retorted,  "We  can  develop 
only  what  you  send  us."  A  college 
cannot  accomplish  the  miraculous. 
Neither  is  it  a  reformatory.  Many 
churches  which  have  felt  themselves 
helpless  in  stemming  the  trend  to- 
ward dancing,  smoking  and  use  of 
liquor,  nevertheless  expect  their  col- 
lege to  be  successful  in  this  area. 

Finally,  may  we  suggest  that  the 
local  church  would  do  well  to  have 
representatives  from  the  college  to 
appear  before  the  congregation  from 
time  to  time.  To  have  faculty  repre- 
sentatives bring  sermons  or  ad- 
dresses helps  to  interpret  the  college 
to  the  people.  Student  groups  in  the 
form  of  deputations,  or  glee  clubs 
help  to  make  the  congregation  col- 
lege conscious  and  to  make  the 
young  people  think  in  terms  of  at- 
tending our  own  college.  An  annual 
College  Day,  when  the  values  of  the 
Christian  college  are  lifted  up,  and 
perhaps  an  offering  given  for  the 
college,  will  help  cement  the  college 
and  the  local  church  together  for 
more  effective  service. 
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GHULIBAI 


GHULIBAI  and  her  husband  lived 
in  the  village  of  Agaswan  about 
five  miles  from  Vyara.  On 
hearing  the  good  news  of  the  gospel 
through  your  missionaries  in  the  ear- 
ly days,  she  and  her  husband  became 
staunch  Christians.  He  was  a  sub- 
stantial farmer  and  well  respected 
locally:  Shortly  after  baptism  he  suc- 
cumbed to  smallpox  and  the  village 
superstition  rose  in  its  power  against 
his  widow  and  children.  "See  what 
becoming  a  Christian  has  done  to 
your  husband?  You  have  angered 
the  gods.  Do  away  with  this  foreign 
religion  and  stay  with  us.  We  shall 
see  that  nothing  harms  you.  If  you 
continue  Christians  we  shall  ostracize 
you.  You  shall  not  draw  water  from 
any  well  and  we  shall  tear  down  your 
house."  Ghulibai  replied  firmly,  "My 
Christ  shall  supply  all  my  need. 
Even  though  you  do  as  in  ancient 
times,  put  me  in  a  sack  and  drown 
me,  kill  me  with  a  sword,  yet  I  will 
not  change  my  religion." 

To  her  children  she  said,  "Persecu- 
tion has  come  to  us,  but  we  shall  nev- 
er fear.    There  was  once  a  widow 


with  seven  children  and  because  they 
were  Christians  they  were  all  killed. 
Although  death  comes  to  us,  we  shall 
never  deny  Christ." 

Let  us  hear  her  in  her  own  words. 

Once  when  in  the  Vyara  bazaar, 
three  men  faced  me  and  said,  "Who 
are  you?"  I  replied,  "We  are  Chris- 
tians." "Then  you  are  low  people. 
When  independence  comes  you  shall 
have  no  part  in  it,  we  are  warning 
you."  I  replied,  "Our  religion  is  true. 
Those  who  are  sick  are  cared  for 
tenderly,  given  food  and  medicine 
and  are  prayed  for.  You  scorn  the  ill 
and  put  them  out.  Such  is  not  our 
religion."  After  that  I  began  with 
Adam  and  Eve  and  explained  my 
beliefs  fully  and  the  people  went 
away  quietly. 

Once  during  the  hot  season  my 
eldest  daughter,  Shanti,  fell  very 
ill.  We  took  her  to  the  Vyara  dis- 
pensary and  brought  her  back  in  the 
evening.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  she  became  as  one  dead. 
We  could  not  feel  her  pulse.  The 
Christians  gathered  in  my  house 
with  all  our  family  and  according  to 


our  custom  we  began  to  pray  and 
supplicate  with  tears.  Other  people 
cursing  us  urged  us  to  call  the  local 
priest  for  incantations  and  to  wave 
a  bunch  of  leaves  over  her  head,  but 
I  refused.  We  continued  our  sup- 
plication in  prayer  and  God  heard. 
About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
life  flowed  back  into  her  and  she 
began  to  speak  and  she  told  us  she 
had  seen  God,  the  heavenly  Father. 

To  this  day  I  must  bear  many  dif- 
ficulties, troubles,  pain  and  hard 
attitudes;  yet  for  Christ's  sake  I  am 
pressing  forward.  Bodily  I  am  weak, 
but  in  spirit  I  am  strong.  For  his 
work  God  gives  me  strength  and 
power. 

Shanti,  my  oldest  daughter,  and 
her  husband  live  with  me.  She  has 
three  daughters.  My  second  child,  a 
son  by  the  name  of  Shantilal,  has 
finished  vernacular  final.  My  third 
child,  a  daughter  by  the  name  of 
Prame,  has  finished  second  year 
training  and  is  teaching  in  a  near- 
by village.  The  fourth  child,  Prame- 
chand,  is  studying  for  vernacular 
final  exams. 

In  Christ  I  have  had  many  ex- 
periences and  I  am  still  having  them. 
For  all  occasions  God  gives  me  wis- 
dom, strength  and  courage.  Please 
remember  me  in  prayer  continually. 


Ruth  Brooks 

Vyara,  India 


Ghulibai  (at  left),  a  staunch  mem- 
ber   of    the    Christian    church    in 
India 
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I   MARRIED  A  MINISTER 


HER   HOME 


Mrs.  John  D.  Long 

Dayton,  Ohio 
Photo  by  Herman  B.  Shellabarger 


Left  to  right:  Anna-Luise  Greger, 

David  John,  Mary  Kathryn  and 

Inez  Long 


1  MARRIED  a  minister  because  I 
fell  in  love  with  a  man  who  hap- 
pened to  be  a  minister.  There 
was  nothing  unusual  about  the  fact, 
nothing  especially  dramatic,  nothing 
of  inner  compulsion  which  said  that 
to  marry  a  minister  was  to  carry  out 
a  predestined  will  of  God.  Ministers 
run  in  our  family  and  it  was  natural 
for  me  to  marry  one. 

My  story  is  the  story  of  a  happy 
home.  It  is  the  story  of  two  people, 
raised  in  similiar  backgrounds  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  who  met,  loved 
and  were  married.  It  is  the  story  of 
a  woman  who  loves  and  is  loved, 
and  whose  home  is  her  delight. 
That  is  my  story,  a  simple  and  happy 
one. 

For  this  reason,  I  have  a  quarrel 
with  many  authors  who  have  written 
about  life  in  a  Protestant  parsonage. 
The  poverty,  the  harsh  demands  of 
parishoners,  the  conservative  con- 
duct expected  of  a  minister  and  his 
family  are  painted  with  excruciating 
intensity  against  a  bleak  and  dismal 
setting.  The  stories  are,  doubtless, 
true.  Many  families,  inside  and  out- 
side the  parsonage,  live  in  just  such 
a  manner.  But  the  story  is  not  true 
of  all  parsonage  families  and  it  is 
not  the  parsonage  which  produces 
such  a  picture.  I  have  the  feeling 
that  it  is  the  people,  not  the  par- 
sonage, who  produce  the  unhappi- 


ness.  Such  people  would  be  unhappy 
anywhere.  The  family  which  has 
the  capacity  to  meet  the  strains  and 
stresses  of  life  which  come  to  us 
all  can  find  happiness  inside  a  Prot- 
estant parsonage. 

After  seven  years  as  a  minister's 
wife,  I  am  not  blind,  however,  to  the 
facts  of  my  husband's  profession  in 
which  I  am  involved.  Doubtless  the 
years  ahead  will  bring  more  knowl- 
edge and  more  experiences  of  which 
I  have  not  yet  the  faintest  concep- 
tion. But  I  believe  that  the  love  of 
a  minister  and  his  wife  and  children 
can  work  out  the  following  tasks 
which  I  have  found  somewhat 
peculiar  to  the  parsonage  family. 

First,  a  minister's  wife  must  make 
a  home  out  of  a  borrowed  house. 
She  never  will  plan,  decorate  or 
live  in  a  house  which  is  her  own. 
Even  the  distant  years  of  retirement 
hold  little  hope  for  this  cherished, 
girlhood  dream  of  every  woman. 
Furthermore,  she  lives  in  a  house 
loaned  to  her  by  many  landlords, 
who  also  hire  her  husband.  She 
realizes,  therefore,  that  requests  re- 
garding parsonage  improvements 
carry  with  them  some  degree  of 
jeopardy  for  her  husband's  job,  es- 
pecially if  such  items  are  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  church  budget. 
Whatever  improvements  are  made 
will   be    done   so    after    a   vote    has 


been  taken  of  all  these  landlords, 
meeting  in  a  democratic  assembly, 
where  the  conservative  minority  can 
be  convincingly  vocal.  Therefore,  a 
minister's  wife  sets  about  to  make 
a  home  in  whatever  house  is  given 
her.  Beyond  the  necessities  of  com- 
fort and  efficiency,  she  is  wise  if  she 
asks  little.  She  knows,  as  all  wise 
women  have  known,  that  the  house 
is  not  the  home.  If  the  furniture 
does  not  fit  the  parsonage  of  her 
husband's  new  charge,  or  if  the 
family  budget  will  not  stretch  to 
pay  for  the  items  needed  to  satisfy 
her  artistic  tastes,  she  can  still  go 
about  the  business  of  happy  home- 
making,  unruffled  and  undisturbed. 
She  knows  that  the  parsonage  is 
not  her  home. 

Second,  the  minister's  wife  oper- 
ates her  home  on  a  fixed  income. 
Sometimes  the  income  is  inadequate; 
always  it  is  fixed.  No  amount  of 
wishful  thinking  or  wedding  fees  or 
evangelistic  meetings  or  special  gifts 
can  change  to  any  great  extent  the 
limits  of  the  family  income.  There 
are  no  bonuses,  no  free  hours  to 
earn  extra  money,  no  capital  to  in- 
vest to  bring  in  additional  funds. 
This  is  an  accepted  fact  in  the  par- 
sonage family  and  most  meetings  of 
the  family  council  are  called  to  or- 
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ganize  the  needs  of  each  individual 
around  the  all  important  budget.  A 
minister  may  be  forgiven  for  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  impractical  ideas  in 
his  sermons,  but  his  people  will  not 
forgive  him  for  being  impractical 
in  the  way  he  handles  his  bank  ac- 
count. Yet,  many  a  congregation  has 
shown  amazing  leniency  when  their 
pastor  needed  a  well-earned  period 
of  rest.  And  what  congregation  has 
not  come  to  his  aid  if  the  medical 
bills  poured  in,  huge  and  unex- 
pected? The  discipline  exercised  by 
the  minister  and  his  family  is  eased 
by  the  trust  which  they  have  in 
their  people  when  the  burdens  be- 
come too  great  for  them  to  carry 
alone. 

Third,  a  minister's  wife  must  pre- 
serve her  home  for  her  family.  To 
me,  this  is  her  most  difficult  task.  If 
she  enjoys  the  people  of  the  church 
and  if  she  shares  with  her  husband 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  the  church 
threatens  an  invasion  of  her  home. 
The  tide  of  people  and  events  often 
submerge  her  home,  strong  mariner 
though  she  be.  So  easily  her  home 
becomes  a  workshop,  a  reception 
room,  a  consulting  office,  a  recrea- 
tional parlor.  But  a  parsonage  is, 
essentially,  none  of  these.  It  is,  and 
must  remain,  a  home.  It  must  be 
retained  for  the  basic  needs  of  the 
group  who  live  within  it.  It  must 
be  kept  mellow  with  family  love. 
I  know  how  easy  it  is  for  a  minister, 
after  an  afternoon  of  calling  in  the 
homes  of  the  sick,  the  sensitive  and 
the  disgruntled,  to  let  off  steam  when 
he  gets  home.  I  know  how  he  has 
fought  hard  to  keep  patient  and 
sympathetic,  as  a  minister  is  called 
to  be,  and  how  greatly  he  needs  to 
ease  his  tensions  when  he  gets  home. 
But  somehow  his  wife  must  preserve 
the  parsonage  for  a  home,  a  place 
where  there  is  warmth  and  food  and 
fun  and  rest.  Work  problems  must 
not  become  destructive  invaders  of 
the  home. 

Fourth,  however,  a  minister's  wife 
must  extend  her  home  to  her  people. 
The  lonely  lives  which  one  finds  in 
a  city  parish  make  one's  own  heart 
ache.  Doctors'  offices  are  filled  with 
just  such  people,  many  of  whom  are 
sick  from  the  loneliness  which  has 
settled  down  upon  them  from  the 
taunts  and  conflicts  of  life.  Many  of 
their  problems  are  too  deep-seated 
for  a  minister  to  handle,  but  the 
minister  and  his  wife  can  listen. 
They  can  have  ready  hearts  and  open 
ears.  They  must  offer  an  open  door 
at  the  parsonage,  when  an  open  door 
is  needed.    If  the   Christian  church 
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means  anything,  it  means  that  it 
is  a  fellowship  of  people  who  care, 
who  care  deeply  that  God's  children 
find  happiness  and  fulfillment  of 
life's  deepest  desires.  The  parsonage 
door  must  be  a  symbol  of  that  sus- 
taining fellowship,  open  with  a  wel- 
come to  those  who  are  driven  by 
emptiness  and  conflict  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  care. 

In  the  past  seven  years  since  I 
have  been  married  to  a  minister, 
many  people  have  told  me  frankly 
that  they  pity  a  minister's  wife.  This 
attitude  is  shared  by  most  Protestant 
lay  people.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
few  unhappy  ministers'  wives,  who 
would  be  unhappy  anywhere,  have 
won  unfortunate  recognition  from 
the  tears  which  they  have  shed.  I 
believe  with  all  my  heart  that  there 
is  a  happy  life  ahead  for  the  home- 
maker  in  the  parsonage  who  has 
a  great  love  and  a  great  faith — a  love 
for  her  husband  and  a  faith  in  his 
work.  - 


Concerning  Mail  to  China 

The  following  word  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  secretary  of  the 
China  mission,  Ernest  L.  Ikenberry, 
concerning  mail  to  China. 

1.  Do  not  send  parcels  to  folks  in 
China  via  Hong  Kong.  There  is  no 
book  post  or  parcel  post. 

2.  Customs  regulations  now  forbid 
the  sending  of  cotton  or  woolen 
goods,  as  well  as  other  items.  Iken- 
berry states  that  packages  should 
not  be  sent  unless  requested  by  the 
missionary  and  unless  he  has  al- 
ready checked  to  see  if  it  will  be 
allowed  into  the  country. 

3.  Send  mail  directly  to  China 
missionaries  via  air  mail.  Do  not 
send  mail  through  the  Methodist 
office  in  Hong  Kong  unless  your  post 
office  will  not  accept  mail  directly  to 
China.  (Some  post  offices  do  not  ac- 
cept such  mail  as  yet.)  Duplicate 
copies  need  not  be  sent  through 
Hong  Kong. 

4.  Magazines  do  not  go  by  second- 
class  mail.  They  should  be  sent  first- 
class  ordinary  mail. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

A  Preacher  Eulogizes  His  Old  Car 

I  turned  in  the  old  car  yesterday 
afternoon.  I  had  developed  a  lot  of 
sentiment  around  it  since  it  had 
taken  me  thousands  of  miles  over 
Washington  to  see  the  sick,  to  homes 
where  sorrow  had  come,  to  hospitals 
where   little   babes  had   arrived   to 


bring  joy  to  parents,  to  visit  people 
who  were  on  the  verge  of  accepting 
Christ  and  coming  into  the  church, 
on  visits  of  fine  fellowship  among 
members  whom  I  had  learned  to 
love.  But  the  old  matriarch  had 
rounded  out  the  100,000-mile  record, 
and  from  indications  aches  and  pains 
were  developing  in  various  parts  of 
her  body,  certain  organs  were  giving 
way.  She  seemed  to  say  to  me  at 
times,  "I  am  getting  old,  it  is  hard 
for  me  to  stand  the  strain  of  hard 
driving.  A  younger  car  must  take 
my  place  and  carry  on  the  good 
work  of  ministering  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  people." 

But  it  appears  that  the  good  mem- 
bers of  the  Washington  City  church, 
their  ears  ever  alert,  must  have 
heard  the  whispers  of  "Old  Faithful" 
that  were  meant  only  for  me,  at  least 
heard  them  in  some  of  her  sighs  as 
she  did  her  best  to  make  the  calls, 
or  discerned  her  wishes  in  some  of 
the  scars  that  now  mar  her  once 
beautiful  body.  So  out  of  their  most 
generous  hearts  they  conceived  the 
idea  of  retiring  the  old  car  from  serv- 
ice that  was  becoming  beyond  her 
powers,  and  replacing  her  with  one 
of  more  beautiful  design,  and  con- 
structed to  stand  the  strain  that  a 
preacher  and  college  president  will 
place  on  his  faithful  ally  during  the 
years  ahead.  In  their  mercy  toward 
"Old  Faithful,"  and  in  their  love  and 
generosity  toward  the  family  that 
rode  in  her,  who  will  now  transfer 
their  affection  to  a  "Black  Beauty" 
with  youth  and  strength  to  face  the 
road  for  years  ahead,  the  Washing- 
ton City  church  has  made  history. 
Thank  God  for  the  good  people 
of  the  "church  of  my  heart." — Ex- 
tract from  a  letter  by  Warren  D. 
Bowman  to  the  Washington  City 
church. 

Southern  Ohio  School  of  Church 
Music 

In  the  interest  of  better  hymn 
singing  in  our  churches,  and  better 
understanding  and  appreciation  of 
our  hymns,  the  board  of  Christian 
education  of  Southern  Ohio  spon- 
sored a  school  of  church  music  on  the 
Sunday  afternoons  of  Jan.  8,  15,  22, 
29  and  Feb.  12. 

The  first  four  seessions  were  held 
in  the  West  Milton  church.  On  Jan. 
8,  Kenneth  Morse,  editor-elect  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger,  discussed  the 
literary  value  of  many  of  our  hymns; 
on  Jan.  15,  William  M.  Beahm,  dean 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  dis- 
cussed the  doctrinal  content  of 
hymns;  on  Jan.  22,  J.  Clyde  Forney, 
pastor  of  the  Beaver  Creek  church, 
led  a  session  on  the  social  and  re- 


ligious  values;  and  on  Jan.  29  Perry 
Huffaker,  pastor  of  the  West  Milton 
church  and  member  of  the  Hymnal 
Committee,  had  charge  of  the  session 
study  of  hymns  and  tunes.  The  new 
Brethren  hymnal  was  also  given  a 
"preview"  by  this  group. 

The  last  session  of  the  school  was 
held  in  the  Madison  Township  high 
school  auditorium  on  the  afternoon 
of  Feb.  12.  This  was  a  great  hymn 
festival  for  the  music  lovers  of  the 
district.  The  auditorium  was  filled. 
Alvin  F.  Brightbill  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  led  the  song  fes- 
tival. Many  of  the  well-known 
hymns  and  also  some  of  the  new 
hymns  were  sung  with  real  apprecia- 
tion. 

The  school  was  well  attended  and 
many  felt  that  there  should  have 
been  some  extra  sessions.  With  the 
new  Brethren  hymnal  coming  soon, 
Southern  Ohio  recommends  that 
others  have  a  district  or  sectional 
school  of  church  music,  that  we  may 
know  and  learn  to  appreciate  more 
of  our  great  hymns,  hymns  which 
are  really  the  hymns  of  all  churches. 
— Glenn  McFadden,  Troy,  Ohio 

Men's  Work  Helps  Sick  Members 

When  one  of  the  farm  members 
of  our  church,  Harold  Heisey,  be- 
came ill  last  November,  the  men's 
Bible  class  of  the  church  banded 
together  to  help  Bro.  Heisey  harvest 
his  corn.  Thirty-nine  men,  including 
church  members  and  neighbors, 
eight  corn  pickers,  thirteen  tractors, 
fourteen  wagons  and  three  conveyors 
turned  out  to  harvest  the  twenty-five 
acres  of  corn.  Bro.  Edward  Meyer 
is  the  president  of  the  class.  Bro. 
John  W.  Bashore  furnished  a  me- 
chanic and  C.  L.  Groff  supplied  an 
electrician  in  the  event  that  repair 
work  might  be  needed. 

Also,  when  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Jacob  Smith,  under- 
went an  eye  operation,  our  church 
was  again  ready  and  willing  to  help 
in  a  time  of  need.  Eighteen  men 
and  a  few  women  harvested  his 
potato  crop.  This  work  was  under 
the  direction  of  Robert  Bucher. — 
Mrs.  George  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 


Florida  Acquires  Very  Attractive 
Camp 

The  following  story  together  with  an 
elaborate  spread  of  pictures  appeared  in 
the  Sunday  Sentinel  Star,  Orlando,  Fla.,  for 
Aug.  14,  1949: 

Almost  overnight,  a  barren  lake- 
front  site  near  Gotha  has  been  trans- 
formed into  one  of  the  finest  church 
camps  in  Florida,  complete  with 
boys'   and  girls'   dormitories,   dining 


room  and  snack  shop  —  all  trans- 
ported to  the  site  eight  miles  west 
of  Orlando  from  the  Pine  Castle 
army  air  base,  where  the  buildings 
were  purchased. 

Realizing  a  dream  of  many  years' 
standing,  the  Florida  District  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  now  owns 
the  beautiful  camp  property  on  Lake 
Hartwell,  neatly  situated  between 
two  orange  groves,  the  results  of  a 
want  ad  placed  by  the  church  in  the 
Sentinel-Star. 

C.  E.  Bower  of  Winter  Park,  state 
chairman  of  the  camp  committee  ap- 
pointed two  years  ago  by  the  church 
to  resume  negotiations  for  a  possible 
camp  site,  admits  that  his  first  view 
of  the  Lake  Hartwell  site,  with  its 
waist-high  weeds  and  grass,  left  him 
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cold  at  the  prospect  of  purchasing 
the  property.  Subsequent  visits, 
however,  convinced  him  that  the 
land  had  real  possibilities  and  the 
1,300  foot  lake-front  area  was  pur- 
chased from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Wilson  of  Orlando  for  $3,600. 

In  February,  work  began  in  ear- 
nest and  sand  was  pumped  from  the 
lake  to  create  a  beautiful  beach  for 
the  use  of  campers.  Bower  utilized 
considerable  of  his  house-moving 
equipment  and  vehicles  to  haul  the 
former  army  barracks  into  the  site. 
Then,  a  work  camp  was  held  for 
a  week,  with  forty-three  church 
members  from  various  parts  of  the 
state  coming  to  help  get  the  camp 
in  shape  for  its  late  July  opening. 

Right     on    schedule,     the    family 
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constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Prince  of  Egypt.  Dorothy  Clarke 
Wilson.  Westminster  Press,  1949. 
424  pages.    $3.50. 

The  author  of  The  Herdsman  and 
The  Brother  now  writes  a  story  of 
the  Egyptian  portion  of  the  life  of 
Moses  that  has  become  the  winner 
of  "the  Westminster  Award  for  Fic- 
tion. 

The  story  makes  vivid  the  Egypt 
of  that  day,  its  superstitious  religion, 
struggle  for  existence,  slavery,  op- 
pression; its  conflict  in  elemental 
urges;  its  cheapness  of  life;  its  pov- 
erty of  character  in  high  places  and 
low,  but  in  a  few  outstanding  char- 
acters a  questing  after  higher  things 
and  a  sublime  loyalty.  Besides 
Moses,  his  slave,  his  friend,  and  his 
Cushite  wife  would  call  forth  respect 
and  admiration  in  any  age  and  set- 
ting. The  story  makes  the  struggle 
of  Moses  very  real.  It  sketches  in 
Actionized  fashion,  that  is  not  always 
historically  accurate  but  is  effective, 
the  dawn  of  such  great  concepts  as 
monotheism,  the  ethical  character 
of  God,  the  worth  of  the  individual, 
vicarious  suffering,  democracy,  and 
the  fallacy  of  race  and  class  superi- 
ority— values  which  are  crucial  for 


the  progress  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness in  any  day  and  especially  in 
our  own. 

But  in  order  to  reap  these  values, 
the  reader  must  be  of  such  temper 
of  mind  or  emotional  maturity  as 
not  to  stumble  over  hurdles  such 
as  the  very  graphic  descriptions  of 
sex  passion  and  the  naturalistic  ex- 
planations of  the  mountain  of  God, 
the  burning  bush,  the  rod  and  the 
plagues  of  Egypt.  It  is  a  book  for 
mature  adults. — Ernest  G.  Hoff. 

Understanding  Children's  Behav- 
ior. Fritz  Redl.  Bureau  of  Publica- 
tions, Columbia  University,  1949. 
41  pages.  60  cents. 

A  very  interesting  booklet  written 
in  popular  style  which  will  delight 
parents  and  teachers.  The  author 
picks  up  the  common  problems  of 
child  behavior  and  helps  parents 
and  teachers  see  why  the  problems 
have  developed  and  what  might  be 
done  about  them.  The  book  will 
also  help  them  understand  what  to 
expect  of  children  at  the  natural 
phases  of  their  development. — Dessie 
R.  Miller. 
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camp  opened  for  a  week  on  July  24 
and  the  camp  itself  was  permanently 
given  the  name  of  Camp  Ithiel. 
Some  ninety-three  men  and  women, 
boys  and  girls,  assembled  for  the 
first  session.  This  past  week,  about 
thirty-five  or  forty  young  people  en- 
joyed youth  camp,  with  the  Rev.  N. 
Biddix  of  Orlando  as  director,  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Flora  of  Okeechobee  as 
business  manager,  and  Bower  as 
manager. 

Next  week  end,  the  boys  and  girls 
of  the  Winter  Park  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  pastored  by  the  Rev.  Bid- 
dix, will  enjoy  a  three-day  Bible 
study  session  at  the  camp.  After 
that,  until  camp  time  next  summer, 
the  property  will  be  available  to 
church  and  civic  groups,  at  a  small 
rental,  for  camps,  conferences  and 
picnics. 

Numerous  improvements  on  the 
present  property  already  have  been 
planned.  By  next  summer,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  chapel  and  a  clinic  can 
be  added  to  the  present  group  of 
four  buildings.  All  of  the  buildings 
will  be  painted,  Bower  said,  and  ad- 
ditional recreation  facilities  are 
planned. 

The  Rev.  Biddix,  who  has  spent 
eleven  years  in  camp  work,  said, 
"There  is  still  much  that  can  be 
done  here,  but  we  will  have  to  wait 
until  more  funds  come  in."  The  mis- 
sion board  of  the  church  recently 
passed  a  resolution  to  form  a  stock 
company  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
additional  money. — Dave  Enlow,  re- 
porter. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

A  Joint  Golden  Wedding  Celebration 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Cripe  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Stong,  both  of  Osceola,  Mo.,  celebrated 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  together 


at  the  Stong  home  in  Osceola.  Both  couples 
were  married  in  Worden,  Wis.,  the  Stongs 
were  married  Jan.  1,  1900,  and  the  Cripes 
were  married  Jan.  19,  1900.  The  couples 
received  many  flowers,  gifts,  greeting 
cards,  well  wishes  and  congratulations 
from  friends  and  relatives. 

Dan  Cripe  and  Elmyra  Stong  were  mar- 
ried at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Cripe's  parents 
by  Bro.  John  Patten.  In  1916  Brother  and 
Sister  Cripe  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon  in  the  Worden  church,  Wis.  Sister 
Cripe  also  served  as  Sunday-school  super- 
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intendent  and  Bro.  Cripe  as  a  trustee  of 
the  church.  They  have  two  sons,  L.  Lloyd 
of  California  and  Bert  of  Waldron,  Ark., 
three  granddaughters  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. 

Sam  Stong  and  Mary  Ellen  Cripe  were 
married  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Stong's  par- 
ents by  Bro.  John  Patten.  In  1907  Brother 
and  Sister  Stong  were  elected  to  the  office 
of  deacon  in  the  Worden  church,  Wis.  Bro. 
Stong  also  served  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
Worden  church  and  is  now  a  teacher  of 
the  adult  class  in  the  Osceola  church.  Sis- 
ter Stong  was  a  Sunday-school  teacher  in 
the  Worden  church  for  many  years.  They 
have  two  daughters,  Irene  Daugherty  of 
Mt.  Vien,  Mo.,  and  Eva  Scott  of  Osceola, 
Mo.,  and  three  grandsons. 

Both  couples  were  charter  members  of 
the  Worden  congregation.  —  Eva  Stong 
Scott,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Celebrate  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Domer  of  Baltic, 
Ohio,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  an- 
niversary with  open  house,  where  more 
than  150  relatives  and  friends  gathered  at 
their  home.  George  Domer  and  Idella 
Scherer  were  married  Feb.  11,  1900,  by 
Bro.  Samuel  Burger.  In  April  of  that  same 
year  they  moved  to  their  present  home. 

They  have  five  children,  Mrs.  Pauline 
Jones  and  Mrs.  Emma  Smith,  both  of  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  Mrs.  Vida  Ellen  Levengood  and 
Marcus  of  Baltic,  and  Willis  of  Sugar 
Creek,  Ohio.  They  also  have  eight 
grandchildren. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Domer  are  active  members 
of  the  Baltic  church,  where  they  have 
served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for  forty-five 
years.  Bro.  Domer  is  eighty  years  old  and 
Sister  Domer  is  seventy  years  old.  —  Mrs. 
Clark  Zeiner,  Baltic,  Ohio. 

Buller-Rockenbaugh. — Clarence  P.  Bul- 
ler  and  Phyllis  J.  Rockenbaugh,  both  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan  1,  1950,  in  the  West 
Goshen  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
— Orvin  J.  Kilmer,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Cook-Brubaker. — Kermit  Cook  and  Eliz- 
abeth Brubaker,  both  of  Manzanola, 
Colo.,  Jan.  1,  1950,  in  the  Rocky  Ford 
church,  Colo.,  by  the  undersigned—  Frank 
E.  Nies,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

Corbell-Rose.  —  Dwight  C.  Corbett  and 
Verda  M.  Rose,  both  of  Stoyestown,  Pa., 
Feb.  26,  1950,  in  the  Pittsburgh  church,  Pa., 
by  the  undersigned— William  D.  Rummel, 
Glenshaw,  Pa. 

Dubs-Meckley.— Kenneth  E.  Dubs  of 
Spring  Grove,  Pa.,  and  Charlotte  L.  Meek- 
ley  of  Brodbecks,  Pa.,  in  the  Westminster 
church,  Md.,  Jan.  27,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— N.  S.  Sellers,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Estep-Cline. — John  Estep  and  Catherine 
Cline,  both  of  New  Market,  Va.,  in  the 
Unity  congregation  parsonage,  March  11, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Jesse  Robert- 
son, Broadway,  Va. 

Good-Williams. — John  M.  Good  of  New 
Market,  Va.,  and  Ella  Mae  Williams  of 
Quicksburg,  Va.,  Feb.  18,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home.— N.  J.  Miller,  Mt. 
Jackson,  Va. 

Hoffa-Evans.— Ernest  Hoffa  of  Grundy 
Center,  Iowa,  and  Arba  Jean  Evans  of 
Overton,  Nebr.,  Feb.  4,  1950,  in  the  Over- 
ton Methodist  church,  by  Rev.  B.  D. 
Hanscom.— Walter  J.  Heisey,  Grundy  Cen- 
ter, Iowa. 

Irmeger-Kemmer.— Robert  D.  Irmeger 
and  Mary  G.  Kemmer,  both  of  Pyrmont, 
Ind.,  March  10,  1950,  in  the  Rossville 
church  parsonage,  Ind.,  by  the  under- 
signed.—G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Kreider-Espenshade. — Ira  H.  Kreider  of 
Jonestown,  Pa.,  and  Betty  Jean  Espen- 
shade  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Feb.  26,  1950, 
at  the  bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned.— 
Nevin  H.   Zuck,  Elizabethtown,   Pa. 

Kreider-Wenger. — Wilbur  W.  Kreider  of 
Lititz,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  M.  Wenger  of  Bare- 
ville,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1950,  at  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Nevin  H. 
Zuck,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
Smiih-Maddocks. — Stewart  W.  Smith  and 
Deka  Anne  Maddocks  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  in 
the  First  church,  Altoona,  Feb.  25,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned.— Stephen  G.  Margush, 
Altoona,  Pa. 
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Ella  Smith 

Ella  M.  Neer,  daughter  of  John  and 
Anna  Neer,  was  born  May  29,  1868,  in 
McArthur  Township,  Ohio,  and  passed 
away  Jan.  5,  1950. 

More  than  fifty  years  ago  she  moved 
with  her  family  to  the  home  where  she 
lived  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  1913 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elder  Henry 
Z.  Smith. 

In  1886  she  was  baptized  into  the  Stony 
Creek  church.  She  was  always  a  faithful 
member  and  worker  in  the  church.  She 
shared  with  her  husband  the  many  joys 
and  the  many  responsibilities  and  labors 
of  a  minister  of  the   church. 

Those  who  survive  are  as  follows:  her- 
husband;  one  stepdaughter,  Mrs.  Nellie 
M.  Miller  of  Bradford,  Ohio;  one  stepson. 
Homer  L.  Smith  of  Piqua,  Ohio;  four 
grandchildren;  and  five  great-grandchil- 
dren.—Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Eva  Mable  Wise 

Eva  Mable  Wise,  daughter  of  George 
and  Nancy  Fry,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1879, 
near  Johnson  Grove,  Iowa,  and  passed 
away  at  her  home  in  Fernald,  Iowa,  Jan. 
4,  1950. 

She  had  been  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  her 
youth. 

In  1897  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
George  Franklin  Dumbauld  at  Nevada, 
Iowa,  who  passed  away  in  1916.  To  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  survive.  In  1926  she  was  again 
married  to  Elder  D.  W.  Wise  of  Nevada, 
Iowa,  who  passed  away  in  1936. 

She  is  survived  by  three  children,  Mrs. 
Wilber  Gerlach  of  Nevada,  Iowa,  Myrl  P. 
Dumbauld  of  Eldora,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Wise  of  Nevada,  Iowa;  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Millie  Kindig  of  Elkhart,  Iowa,  and  Mrs. 
Lettie  Hankins  of  Fernald,  Iowa;  seven 
grandchildren;  two  great-grandchildren; 
and  five  stepchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Fernald  church  by  Bro.  Ralph  Skaggs  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  assisted  by  Bro.  Lee 
Dadisman  of  Fernald.  Burial  was  in  the 
Johnson  Grove  cemetery. — Lee  Dadisman, 
Fernald,  Iowa. 

Howard  B.  Burritt 

Howard  Benton,  son  of  Olin  Howard  and 

Almetta   Benton  Burritt,   was   born   April 

27,  1893,  in  Schuylerville,  N.  Y.,  and  passed 

away  March  8,  1950, 

at  his  home  in  Ger- 

mantown,  Pa. 

At  the  age  of  five, 
Bro.  Burritt  became 
totally  blind  as  the 
result  of  a  fall.  His 
father,  an  educator, 
was  concerned 
about  his  son's  fu- 
ture and  later  ac- 
cepted the  position 
of  superintendent  of 
the  state  school  for 
the  blind,  Batavia, 
N.  Y.  Here  Howard 
began  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Pennsylvania  school  for  the 
blind,  in  Overbrook,  Philadelphia,  and 
graduated  from  there  with  honors  in  1912. 
In  the  same  year  he  entered  the  West 
Philadelphia  high  school  for  boys,  taking 
special  work  in  German,  Latin,  English, 
geometry  and  trigonometry.  He  entered 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1913  and 
was  graduated  in  1917  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree.  The  following  October  he 
was  employed  by  the  Atlantic  Refining 
Company  as  stenographer  and  typist  and 
had  completed  over  thirty-one  years  with 
the  company  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In   1918   he   was   united   in   marriage   to  | 
Orca  Z.  Miller  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.    To 
this    union    was    born    one    son,    Howard 
Benton,  Jr. 
In  1917  he  united  with  the   Church  ofi 


the  Brethren.  In  1943  he  was  installed  into 
the  office  of  deacon  by  Bro.  Ross  D. 
Murphy.  He  was  interested  especially  in 
the  relief  program  of  the  church.  He  cor- 
responded personally  with  a  blinded 
Austrian  in  Linz,  contributing  toward  the 
comfort  of  him  and  his  family  and  that 
of  a  widow  and  her  children  in  Rome,  Italy. 

His  sunny  disposition  and  keen  under- 
standing had  endeared  him  to  many.  In 
the  church,  in  the  company  where  he  was 
employed  and  in  the  neighborhood  he  'was 
an  encouragement  and  an  inspiration  to  all. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  son  and  one 
brother,  Edward  H.  Burritt. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  C.  C. 
Schick  and  Son  funeral  parlors  by  Bro. 
Elmer  Q.  Gleim.  Graveside  services  at  the 
Chestnut  Hill  cemetery  were  in  charge  of 
his  former  pastor,  Bro.  Ross  E.  Murphy. — 
Orca  M.  Burritt  and  Howard  B.  Burritt, 
Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Anderson,  Mrs.  J.  W.,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
W.  and  Sarah  E.  Flory,  was  born  July  16, 
1878,  in  Douglas  County,  Kansas,  and  died 
Feb.  28,  1950.  On  Feb.  24,  1898,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  James  W.  Anderson, 
who  preceded  her  in  death  nearly  eleven 
years  ago.  To  this  union  were  born  twelve 
children.  She  is  survived  by  three  sons, 
eight  daughters,  fifteen  grandchildren, 
three  great-grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
two  sisters.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  her  early  mar- 
ried life.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  undersigned  from  the  Lone  Star 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Washington 
Creek  cemetery.  —  Elmer  L.  Dadisman, 
Navarre,  Kansas. 

Baker,  Mattie  E.,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Barbara  Delp,  was  born  May  1,  1873,  in 
Grundy  County,  Iowa,  and  died  March  3, 
1950,  at  her  home  near  Liscom,  Iowa. 
Early  in  life  she  was  baptized  in  the  Ives- 
ter  church.  On  April  16,  1913,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mark  Baker,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  daughter.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter  and 
two  stepsons.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey  in  Johnson's  fu- 
neral home  in  Conrad,  Iowa.  Interment 
was  in  the  Sheller  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard 
Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Craun,  Joseph  Abraham,  son  of  J.  N.  and 
Annie  Cline  Craun,  was  born  July  17,  1887, 
in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  died  in  the 
Arlington  hospital  Dec.  2,  1949.  In  1910 
he  was  married  to  Mattie  A.  Evers.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
his  early  youth.  During  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  he  was  active  in  the  church  in 
Bridgewater,  where  he  held  the  office  of 
deacon  and  taught  a  class  of  junior  boys 
in  Sunday  school.  At  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease he  was  serving  the  Oakton  church, 
Va.,  as  treasurer  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  administration,  a  member  of  the 
building  planning  committee  and  chairman 
of  the  building  finance  committee.  A  sub- 
stantial sum  has  been  contributed  to  the 
building  fund  as  a  memorial  to  him.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  children,  ten 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  three  sis- 
ters. Services  were  held  in  the  Oakton 
church  in  the  morning  by  his  pastor,  Bro. 
M.  E.  Clingenpeel,  assisted  by  E.  E.  Neff, 
and  in  the  afternoon  in  the  Bridgewater 
church  by  a  former  pastor,  A.  J.  Caricofe, 
assisted  by  M.  E.  Clingenpeel.  Interment 
was  in  the  Bridgewater  cemetery. — Bar- 
bara J.  Miller,  Arlington,  Va. 

Coyer,  Doreen  Mildred,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vernon  Coyer,  was  born  Feb.  10, 
1947,  at  Rushmore,  Minn.,  and  died  in  a 
hospital  at  EsteUine,  S.  Dak.,  March  4,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  four  broth- 
ers and  four  grandparents.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Immanuel  Reformed 
church  in  Willow  Lake,  S.  Dak.,  by  Rev. 
E.  Smidt.  The  body  was  then  taken  to 
Worthington,  Minn.,  where  burial  was 
made  in  the  Brethren  church  cemetery 
with  Bro.  J.  D.  Keyser  presiding.  —  Lesla 
Edstrom,  Worthington,  Minn. 

Dean,  Mattie  Marie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leslie  Fraley,  was  born  July  30,  1915, 
near  Blairs  Mills,  Ky.,  and  died  in  the 
Methodist  hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Feb. 
21,  1950.    At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  she 


united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
On  April  4,  1936,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  James  Dean,  and  to  this  union 
three  children  were  born.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  three  children,  her  par- 
ents, eight  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Ma- 
rie was  a  very  devoted  Christian  compan- 
ion and  mother.  She  was  very  happy  in 
her  Christian  life  and  did  much  for  her 
church.  Services  were  held  at  the  Beech 
Grove  church  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Hollansburg  cemetery. — 
Dolar  Ritchey,  Hollansburg,   Ohio. 

Dilling,  John  Hoover,  was  born  in  Saxton, 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  19,  1868,  and 
died  March  9,  1950.  He  served  as  a  deacon 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  twenty- 
five  years  and  was  the  last  charter  member 
of  the  Windber  congregation.  He  was  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  his  wife,  Emma  Dilling, 
on  Sept.  27,  1947.  He  is  survived  by  one 
daughter  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Windber  church  by  Bro. 
C.  H.  Gehman.  Burial  was  in  the  Bunker 
Hill  cemetery  at  Saxton. — Mrs.  Wayne  Ad- 
kins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Eckert,  William  J.,  was  born  April  7,  1862, 
and  died  in  the  Lancaster  general  hospital, 
Dec.  14,  1949.  He  was  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Fianna  Mohler  Eckert, 
four  children,  thirteen  grandchildren, 
twenty-one  great-grandchildren  and  three 
great-great-grandchildren,  one  half  brother 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Richland  church  by  Michael  Kurtz, 
assisted  by  Ray  A.  Kurtz.  Burial  was  in 
the  Tulpehocken  cemetery. — Michael  Kurtz, 
Richland,  Pa. 

Engle,  Minnie,  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Anna  Denlinger  and  wife  of  Harvey  Engle, 
died  at  her  home  at  Englewood,  Ohio,  Feb. 
25,  1950.  Her  husband  died  Nov.  28,  1949. 
Early  in  life  she  gave  her  heart  to  Christ 
and  with  her  husband  served  this  church 
for  many  years  in  the  office  of  deacon.  She 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  one  of  whom  is 
a  minister,  two  daughters  and  two  broth- 
ers. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Happy  Corner  church  by  the  writer  and 
Elder  Albertus  Bucklew.  Interment  was 
in  the  Fairview  cemetery. — Lon  Karns, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Feeney,  Emma  May,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Heilman  Overly,  was  born 
Sept.  22,  1886,  and  died  March  2,  1950,  at 
her  home  in  Defiance,  Ohio.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Daniel  Feeney  on 
Sept.  5,  1907.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, four  sons,  four  daughters,  thirty-six 
grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren, 
two  stepchildren  and  three  brothers.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
on  Feb.  14,  1927,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  ladies'  aid  society  of  the  local  congre- 
gation. She  was  anointed  several  months 
before  her  death.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the 
Independence  cemetery  near  Defiance. — 
Orville  Noffsinger,  Defiance,  Ohio. 

Gaba,  George  M.,  son  of  Martin  and  Eliza 
Jane  Gaba,  was  born  June  15,  1879,  at 
Beatrice,  Nebr.,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1950. 
He  grew  up  in  the  Mountain  Valley  church 
in  Tennessee.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Gertrude  Lorah  on  Dec.  18,  1907,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  five  daughters  and 
one  son. — Floyd  Bantz,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Grossnickle,  Irvin  L.,  son  of  Hezekiah 
and  Rachel  Grossnickle,  was  born  April 
25,  1882,  in  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
in  Marilla,  Mich.,  on  Feb.  24,  1950.  On 
March  15,  1905,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Ollie  Bertha  Harris.  In  his  early  teens 
he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  labored  faithfully  in  the  duties  and 
offices  assigned  to  him  by  his  church.  He 
was  also  active  in  civic  affairs  of  his 
community.  Services  were  held  at  the 
Marilla  church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
the  pastor,  Bro.  R.  J.  McRoberts.  Interment 
was  in  the  Marilla  cemetery.  —  Galen  E. 
Barkdoll,  Copemish,  Mich. 

Haworth,  Robert  E.,  was  born  near 
Springville,  Iowa,  Aug.  14,  1926,  and  died 
March  2,  1950.  He  was  married  on  Sept.  3, 
1948,  to  Jo  Ann  Whorley.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  attended  Iowa  State  College 
and  towa  State  University.   He  is  survived 


by  his  wife,  his  parents,  three  brothers  and 
two  grandparents.  To  express  Robert's 
concern  for  peace  the  family  requested 
that  any  memorial  donations  be  given  to 
the  general  mission  work  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  preference  to  flowers.  Fu- 
neral services  and  burial  were  in  Cedar 
Rapids  in  charge  of  the  undersigned. — John 

B.  Wieand,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 
Hollinger,    Angeline,    was    born    in    1858, 

and  died  March  17,  1950.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  in  1937.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children.  She  is  survived  by 
four  children,  two  brothers,  one  sister, 
twenty  grandchildren  and  twenty-seven 
great-grandchildren.  She  served  as  matron 
of  the  Brethren  Home  in  Greenville,  Ohio, 
for  a  short  time.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1883.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Greenville  church 
by  the  writer  and  Byron  Miller.  Burial 
was  in  the  West  Branch  cemetery. — C.  G. 
Hesse,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Honesiine,  Homer  H.,  son  of  W.  E.  and 
Mary  E.  Honestine,  was  born  March  30, 
1897,  in  St.  Clairsville,  Pa.,  and  died  in  the 
Cleveland  Clinic  hospital  March  11,  1950. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Verna  E. 
Honestine,  one  son,  his  mother,  one  sister 
and  five  brothers.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Windber  church,  Pa.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Windber  church  by  Bro. 

C.  H.  Gehman.  Interment  was  in  the 
Greenfield  cemetery  at  Queen,  Pa.  —  Mrs. 
Wayne  Adkins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Horner,  Burchell  C,  was  born  March  9, 
1893,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  died  in 
the  Memorial  hospital,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Jan. 
26,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Bertha  Alli- 
son on  March  18,  1917.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  daughters,  one  son,  three 
sisters,  one  brother  and  six  grandchildren. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Moxham  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  John 

D.  Ellis.  Interment  was  in  the  Richland 
cemetery  near  Johnstown. — Mrs.  Beulah 
Horner  Miller,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Huber,  Lawrence  Cleveland,  son  of  Jacob 
and  Lucy  Mohr  Huber,  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1884,  in  Harrison  Township,  Ohio,  and  died 
at  his  home  near  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  married 
to  Laurena  Hurtt  on  Feb.  24,  1907.  He  is 
survived  by  his  mother,  his  wife,  two  sons, 
one  daughter,  a  niece,  who  was  reared  in 
his  home,  ten  grandchildren,  one  sister  and 
one  brother.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Stony  Creek  church  for  forty-seven  years 
and  served  as  a  deacon  for  thirty-five 
years.  He  had  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Northwestern  Ohio  District  for  twenty 
years  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
serving  his  seventh  year  as  trustee  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  Old  Folks  Home 
in  Fostoria.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Stony  Creek  church  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  Lyle  Klotz,  and  Rev.  Olen  A.  Peters, 
of  the  Bellefontaine  Lutheran  church. 
Burial  was  in  the  Huber  cemetery  near 
Degraff,  Ohio.  —  Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Bellefon- 
taine, Ohio. 

King,  Charles  H.,  was  born  Sept.  25,  1866, 
and  died  Dec.  26,  1949.    His  wife,  Augusta 

E.  King,  died  May  29,  1937.  He  is  survived 
by  five  children,  nine  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
twenty-nine  years. — Raymond  E.  Martin, 
Salem,  Va. 

Link,  Bert  Dwight,  son  of  George  and 
Christena  Link,  was  born  near  Maxwell, 
Iowa,  Aug.  11,  1891,  and  died  March  1,  1950. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mae  Beal 
on  July  16,  1913,  and  to  this  union  was 
born  one  son.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Maxwell.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  son,  four  broth- 
ers, three  sisters  and  two  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  by  Bro.  Laportie  R.  Bucklew. 
Interment  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery 
south  of  Maxwell.  —  Lillie  M.  Bucklew, 
Maxwell,    Iowa. 

Martin,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Solomon 
T.  and  Mary  E.  Myers  Long,  was  born  in 
Ogle  County,  111.,  Dec.  6,  1863,  and  died 
Feb.  7,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Kinross,  Iowa. 
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She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  K. 
Martin  on  Dec.  25,  1882,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  five  daughters  and  five  sons. 
Her  husband  and  two  sons  preceded  her 
in  death.  She  is  survived  by  one  sister, 
eight  children,  thirty-three  grandchildren 
and  forty-two  great-grandchildren.  She 
united  with  the  English  River  church  at 
an  early  age.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Howard  Keim,  Jr.,  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was 
in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Virgil  S.  Coff- 
man,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Markey,  Anna  Belle,  daughter  of  E.  S. 
and  Sallie  Miller  Katherman,  was  born 
Aug.  11,  1878,  on  a  farm  near  Leeton,  Mo., 
and  passed  away  Feb.  2,  1950,  in  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo.  She  was  a  long-time  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Aug.  8, 
1898,  she  was  married  to  Edward  A. 
Markey,  who  passed  away  Dec.  30,  1949. 
To  this  union  were  born  five  children. 
She  is  survived  by  five  children,  one  sister 
and  three  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Warrensburg  church  by 
Bro.  L.  A.  Walker,  assisted  by  Bro.  James 
M.  Mohler.  Burial  was  in  the  Sunset  Hill 
cemetery  at  Warrensburg. — Mrs.  George  R. 
Scott,   Leeton,  Mo. 

Marlindale,  Albert  William,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  Martindale,  was 
born  Nov.  12,  1874,  at  Longrove,  Iowa,  and 
died  Feb.  8,  1950.  On  March  25,  1896,  he  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Riley,  and  to  this  un- 
ion were  born  eight  children.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Albert  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  near  his  home  in  Iowa  in 
1904.  After  moving  to  Enders,  Nebr.,  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  in 
which  office  he  served  for  thirty-two 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Sullivan  funeral  home  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  by  the  undersigned,  pastor  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Wyoming  cemetery. — R.  C.  Wenger,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Miller,  Amzy  L.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Miller,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  May  5,  1897,  and  died  Feb.  13,  1950,  at 
Sarasota,  Fla.  On  April  1,  1916,  he  was 
married  to  Emma  Drake,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  two  daughters,  one  son,  eight 
grandchildren  and  one  sister.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Union  Center  church  on 
June  6,  1930.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Union  Center  church  by  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Stump,  assisted  by  Bro.  Arthur  Keim. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Veloris  Neff,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Miller,  Annie  G.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Mary  Smith  Snyder,  was  born  Oct.  28, 
1887,  and  died  March  12,  1950.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Walnut  Grove 
church,  Pa.,  and  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
Sunday-school  class.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  Jesse  Miller,  four  children, 
eight  grandchildren,  three  great-grand- 
children, two  brothers  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Geisel 
funeral  home.  Interment  was  in  the  Rich- 
land cemetery.  —  Emelia  Gran  Strayer, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Miller,  Harry  Richard,  son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Edna  Miller,  was  born  in  Lebanon 
County,  Pa.,  March  7,  1925,  and  died  in  the 
Toledo  hospital  Jan.  18,  1950,  as  the  result 
of  an  automobile  accident.  He  united  with 
the  Heidelberg  congregation  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  He  was  married  to  Vivian 
Bachman  on  May  12,  1946.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  his  parents,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  home  church  by  Elder  P.  S.  Heisey  and 
Rev.  W.  F.  Mentzer.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — H.  F.  King,  Myers- 
town,  Pa. 

Morris,  Franklin,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1897, 
in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  and  died  Jan.  23, 
1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hazel 
Wright  on  June  6,  1922.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Ottumwa  church,  Iowa.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  son,  three  daugh- 
ters, one  stepson,  two  stepdaughters,  fif- 
teen grandchildren,  three  sisters  and  four 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 


28 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Johnson  funeral  home  by  the  pastor,  Bro. 
Charles  Albin.  Interment  was  in  the  Shaul 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Paul  Ruby,  Ottumwa, 
Iowa. 

Moury,  William  E.,  son  of  Daralis  and 
Frances  Minnich  Moury,  was  born  March 
24,  1881,  in  Woodstock,  Va.,  and  died  Feb. 
8,  1950,  in  a  Memphis  hospital.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Woodstock 
church.  His  first  wife  died  while  they  were 
living  at  Mt.  Savage,  Md.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  daughters.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife,  he  came  to  Tunnelton;  here 
he  was  married  to  May  Ruckel.  To  this 
union  were  born  five  sons.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Denver 
Methodist  church  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Lonnie  Armentrout.  Interment 
was  in  the  campground  cemetery  near  by. 
— A.  C.  Auvil,  Tunnelton,  W.  Va. 

Pulerbaugh,  Collin  Porter,  son  of  George 
and  Kathryn  Puterbaugh,  was  born  near 
Lanark,  111.,  March  8,  1870,  and  died  Feb. 

10,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Lillie  Newcomer  on  Dec.  22,  1892.  On  Jan. 
31,  1886,  he  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship 
of  the  Cherry  Grove  church  near  Lanark. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  brother 
and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Lanark  church 
by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Walter  Bowman,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Merle  Hawbecker  of  the 
Cherry  Grove  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Lanark  cemetery.  —  Mrs.  Ada  Royer,  Lan- 
ark, 111. 

Roose,  Amzy,  was  born  Jan  6,  1882,  near 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  and  died  Feb.  10,  1950. 
He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  served  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  at  the  Nappanee 
church  while  living  in  that  community. 
After  coming  to  South  Bend  twenty-four 
years  ago,  he  served  the  church  in  many 
capacities.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Clara  Mae,  twelve  children,  twenty-five 
grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren, 
two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Second  church. 
South  Bend,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Edward  Stump  of  Osceola. — H.  W. 
Eshelman,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Root,  Lester,  son  of  Harvey  S.  and 
Roxanna  Root,  was  born  April  20,  1876,  near 
Durand.  Wis.,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1950,  at 
the  Luther  hospital  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
He  was  a  loyal  and  devoted  member  of 
the  church.  He  became  a  member  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  and  six  years 
later  was  called  to  the  ministry,  in  which 
office  he  served  until  his  death.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  five  children  and 
three  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Chippewa  Valley  church  by 
Bro.  Ralph  Martin.  Interment  was  in  the 
Lake  View  cemetery.  —  Blanche  Cripe, 
Mondovi,  Wis. 

Sears,  Benjamin  T.,  son  of  John  J.  and 
Mary  Jane  Phillips  Sears,  was  born  in  De- 
catur County,  Iowa,  May  10,  1876,  and  died 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Feb.  26,  1950.  He  was 
married  to  Lula  Kathryn  Parker  on  Dec. 

11,  1898.  Five  children  were  born  to  them. 
He  united  with  the  Franklin  church  in 
1907.  Sometime  later  he  was  chosen  to  the 
deacon's  office,  in  which  he  served  faith- 
fully as  long  as  health  permitted.  He  had 
been  an  invalid  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  three 
daughters,  three  grandchildren,  two  broth- 
ers and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Slade  funeral  home  in  Leon, 
Iowa,  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Franklin  cemetery. — William  H. 
Brower,  Albia,  Iowa. 

Sines,  Lillie  Grace,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Ramsey  Daff,  was  born  April 
1,  1870,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1950.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Grant  Sines  on  May 
19,  1890,  and  to  this  union  eight  children 
were  born.  Two  daughters  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  here  in  her  teens.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  six  children,  thirty-five  grand- 
children, forty-seven  great-grandchildren 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  H.  O.  Poling  of  Kasson, 
W.  Va.  Interment  was  in  the  Goshen 
church  cemetery.— Mrs.  Ruby  Fitzgerald, 
Canaan,  W.  Va. 


CAP  GOODS  We  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


Sickler,  Emma,  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Askey  McCray,  was  born  in  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  6,  1862,  and  died  at  the 
Lakeview  Home  near  Monticello,  Ind.,  Jan. 
30,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Monti- 
cello  church.  In  1882  she  was  married  to 
Orlo  E.  Sickler,  who  preceded  her  in 
death  in  1926.  She  is  survived  by  three 
children,  one  brother,  eleven  grandchil- 
dren, ten  great-grandchildren  and  one 
great-great-grandchild.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Guernsey  church  by  Bro. 
Jay  Johnson.  Interment  was  in  the  Bed- 
ford  cemetery. — Opal  Foster,  Monon,   Ind. 

Spencer,  Harry  Dale,  son  of  Paul  A.  and 
Mildred  Gillespie  Spencer',  was  born  March 
4,  1942,  and  died  March  6,  1950,  at  the 
University  hospital,  Ann  Harbor,  Mich. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  one  sister 
and  four  grandparents.  He  attended  Sun- 
day schol  regularly.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  the  pastor,  Harold  I.  Deeter.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  cemetery. 
— Blanche  Deeter,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 

Tamplin,  James,  son  of  Hilbert  and  Mary 
Reese  Tamplin,  was  born  in  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  Jan.  25,  1868,  and  died  at  the  Sunset 
Rest  Home  in  Degraff,  Ohio,  Feb.  14,  1950. 
On  Dec.  30,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Emma 
Mohr,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
sons,  both  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death. 
He  was  baptized  into  the  Stony  Creek 
church  on  Feb.  8,  1892.  On  Sept.  4,  1909, 
he  was  called  by  the  church  to  serve  as 
a  deacon.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
grandson  and  several  nieces  and  nephews. 
— Lyle  M.  Klotz,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Williams,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Mary  Lett,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1869,  in 
Tipton,  Mo.,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  Feb.  14,  1950.  When  she 
was  nineteen  years  of  age,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Luther  Williams,  who  preceded  her 
in  death.  Mrs.  Williams  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Myrtle  Point,  Oregon.  She  is  survived  by 
one  sister,  five  sons,  three  daughters,  four 
grandsons,  four  granddaughters  and  two 
great-granddaughters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  Schroeder's  funeral  chapel  in 
Myrtle  Point.  Burial  was  in  the  Norway 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Doris  M.  McKee,  Portland, 
Oregon. 

Worley,  Anna  Z.,  daughter  of  Anna 
Maria  Burkholder  Ziegler  and  widow  of 
J.  O.  Worley,  died  March  11,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She  was  first 
married  to  Andrew  J.  Baker,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived 
by  eight  stepchildren,  thirty-two  grand- 
children, twenty-six  great-grandchildren 
and  one  great-great-grandchild.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Elders  J.  M.  Stauffer 
and  J.  M.  Danner.  Interment  was  in  the 
Mummert's  meetinghouse  cemetery.— A.  P. 
Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Wyatt,  Alston  E.,  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  Wyatt,  was  born  Oct.  2,  1857,  in 
Howard  County,  Ind.,  and  died  in  the 
County  Home  in  Allison,  Iowa,  Feb.  28, 
1950.  He  was  married  in  1877  to  Sara  Hum- 
bert near  Flora,  Ind.,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  seven  children.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Indiana  and  was  active  in  church  work  as 
long  as  he  was  able.  His  wife  preceded  him 
in  death  on  Feb.  20,  1927.  In  1931  he  retired 
to  the  county  home  at  Allison.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  sons,  three  daughters,  six- 
teen grandchildren,  twenty-one  great- 
grandchildren and  one  great-great-grand- 
child. Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  Greene,  Iowa.  Interment  was  in  the 
Rose  Hill  cemetery  in  Greene. — Gerald 
Mease,  Greene,  Iowa. 
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Arizona 

G  lend  ale. — On  Jan.  1  the  new  year  was 
inaugurated  at  the  Glendale  church  by  a 
deputation  team  from  La  Verne  College. 
In  addition  to  providing  beautiful  music 
during  the  morning  worship  hour,  the 
visitors  were  featured  at  a  New  Year's 
Eve  party  the  preceding  evening.  Early  in 
February  Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman, 
Africa  missionaries,  were  our  guest  speak- 
ers. On  Feb.  18  a  guest  dinner  following 
the  morning  worship  was  attended  by 
several  new  people  of  the  congregation. 
On  Feb.  24  a  community  World  Day  of 
Prayer  service  was  held  in  our  new  church. 
Different  laymen  and  laywomen  take 
charge  of  the  opening  exercises  during 
Sunday  school.  On  Feb.  26  our  church,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Methodist  and  Chris- 
tian churches  of  the  community,  con- 
cluded a  series  of  seven  Sunday  evening 
forum  meetings,  centering  around  the 
theme,  For  the  Healing  of  the  Nations. 
The  concluding  speaker  was  Leta  Crom- 
well, special  observer  and  worker  for  the 
Friends  Service  Committee,  who  discussed 
Candles  in  the  Darkness.  On  March  5 
James  and  Merle  Bowman,  Africa  mission- 
aries, told  of  their  work.  In  the  evening 
they  prepared  a  light  meal  of  African 
food,  which  preceded  the  showing  of  col- 
ored slides.  On  March  15  a  father  and  son 
banquet  will  be  held  in  the  church  social 
hail. — Mrs.  Don  Heatwole,  Glendale,  Ariz. 

California 
Glendora.  — ■  On  Dec.  4  James  Bowman, 
missionary  to  Africa,  occupied  the  pulpit. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  18.  The  sound  film,  The 
Child  of  Bethlehem,  was  shown.  Our  -white 
gift  offering  was  lifted  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing. The  newly  elected  church  officers 
were  installed  at  the  close  of  the  service. 
The  pastors  of  the  district  met  in  our 
church  on  Jan.  9  and  10.  On  Jan.  22  Lynn 
Blickenstaff  delivered  a  missionary  address 
in  the  morning  and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blickenstaff  spoke  in  the  evening.  Jan.  29 
was  young  people's  day  and  the  young 
people  participated  in  the  morning  service. 
In  the  evening  Rev.  C.  A.  Fitzpatrick,  a 
Negro  minister  of  Claremont,  preached.  On 
Feb.  5  students  from  La  Verne  College 
presented  an  inspirational  program  of  mu- 
sic and  a  short  sermon.  On  Feb.  8  a  special 
business  meeting  was  called  to  authorize 
the  building  committee  to  proceed  with  the 
remodeling  of  our  church  plant  so  far  as 
funds  will  permit.  The  new  educational 
unit  will  soon  be  finished.  Much  volunteer 
labor  has  kept  the  cost  down.  Our  mission 
offering  on  Feb.  19  amounted  to  $146.50. 
Cash  and  pledges  for  the  building  fund 
now  amount  to  $14,492.53.  On  Feb.  26 
Kenneth  Morse,  youth  editor  who  was  at- 
tending   the    regional    conference    at    La 
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Verne,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  our 
church.  Several  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  regional  conference  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening. — Mary  Ford,  San  Dimas, 
Calif. 

Canada 

Bow  Valley. — Our  attendance  at  morning 
worship  and  Sunday  school  has  been  in- 
creasing. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chester  Armey 
attended  the  regional  conference  at  La 
Verne  as  delegates  from  our  church.  Ivor 
Oberholtzer  attended  as  the  young  people's 
delegate.  We  still  have  much  snow  but  our 
members  manage  to  get  through.  The 
World  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  on  the 
afternoon  of  Feb.  24.  During  the  winter  a 
truck  was  loaded  with  food  and  other 
needy  articles  and  was  taken  to  our  Breth- 
ren friends  at  Vidora,  Saskatchewan,  where 
they  have  had  several  dry  seasons.  The 
January  district  young  people's  rally  was 
called  off  because  of  bad  roads. — Mrs.  John 
P.  Beagle,  Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Illinois 
Liberty. — Our  revival  services  were  held 
by  Bro.  Galen  Gerdes  of  Pearl  City.  Six 
persons  were  baptized  at  this  time.  Our 
men  entertained  the  district  men's  work 
group  at  a  supper  meeting.  The  men  gave 
a  portion  of  the  proceeds  from  their  Lord's 
acre  to  the  floor  fund,  which  the  ladies'  aid 
has  started.  The  men  bought  a  piano  to 
be  used  in  the  children's  department.  The 
women  have  been  quilting  every  week. 
They  have  given  for  relief  and  other 
worthy  causes.  The  aid  has  passed  out  coin 
calendars  to  help  raise  money  for  our 
work.  We  are  busy  making  plans  for  our 
district  meeting.  We  were  saddened  by 
the  death  of  Mrs.  A.  H.  Bricker.  We  were 
sorry  to  lose  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  E.  Caster, 
who  resigned  on  March  1.  He  and  his  wife 
have  accepted  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent and  matron  of  the  Darlow  Brethren 
Home  for  the  Aged  at  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 
The  community  held  a  farewell  basket 
supper  for  the  Caster  family  on  Feb.  16, 
and  they  were  presented  with  a  lovely  gift. 
Our  church  held  a  farewell  dinner  for  them 
on  Feb.  26.  The  children  presented  a  pro- 
gram in  the  morning  in  their  honor  and 
a  gift  was  given  to  them.  We  are  now 
without  a  pastor  but  hope  to  have  one 
soon.  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman  of  Oakley  and 
Bro.  Eikenberry  of  Peoria  visited  in  our 
congregation  recently  for  an  evening  serv- 
ice.— Helen  Ogle,  Liberty,  111. 
Indiana 
Markle. — Bro.  Ora  Garber  will  be  at  the 
Markle  church  for  pre-Easter  services  on 
April  2-9.  Bro.  Wayne  Miller  of  North 
Manchester  has  been  coming  to  our  church 
each  Sunday  morning  since  Bro.  O.  C. 
Rife  retired.  A  supper  was  held  at  the 
church  recently,  the  freewill  offering  go- 
ing to  the  ladies'  aid  for  use  in  supporting 
a  foreign  missionary.  The  women  have 
been  very  busy  sewing  for  relief. — Mrs. 
Carl  J.  Freds,  Bluffton,  Ind. 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 
June    13-18,    Grand    Rapids, 
Mich. 
DISTRICT   MEETING 
Ohio,    Southern — West    Mil- 
ton, April  25-27. 

LOVE    FEASTS 
Florida 
April  23,  7:30  pm,  Okeecho- 
bee. 
April  30,  Clay  County. 

Illinois 
May    7,    7:30    pm,    Panther 

Creek. 
May  13,  Allison  Prairie. 

Indiana 
April  23,  Union  Grove. 
May  6,  Bethany. 
May  7,  Pleasant  Hill. 
May  7,  7:30  pm,  Muncie. 
May  13,  Windfall. 
May  13,  7:30  pm,  Blue  Riv- 
er. 
May  20,  Rossville. 


Kansas 

April  23,  Maple  Grove. 
Maryland 

April    23,    6    pm,    Reisters- 
town  Evergreen. 

April  30,  6  pm,  Baltimore. 

April  30,  6:30  pm,  Westmin- 
ster. 

April  30,  7  pm,  Sams  Creek. 

May  6,  7  pm,  Stone  Bridge. 
New  York 

May  7,  Brooklyn,  First. 
Ohio 

April    30,    Springfield    (N.E. 
Ohio). 

Pennsylvania 

April  23,   7  pm,   Geiger. 

April  23,  7  pm,  Perry. 

April   30,   Jennersville. 

April   30,   6:30  pm,   Mt.   Oli- 
vet. 

April  30,  7:30  pm,  Leamers- 
ville. 

May  6,  2  pm,  Conewago. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Hanover. 


May  6,   7,  2  pm,   Bachman- 
ville. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Lititz. 

May   7,    6:30    pm,    New   En- 
terprise. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  Woodbury, 
Replogle. 

May  7,  7:15  pm,  Smithfield. 

May   13,   1:30  pm,   Richland. 

May   13,   14,   Little   Swatara. 

May    13,    14,    2:30   pm,    Mid- 
way. 

May      14,      2      pm.      Spring 
Grove,   Kemper. 

May  17,   18,   1:30  pm,   White 
Oak,  Graybill. 

May   20,   2   pm,    Bareville. 

May  20,  21,   10   am,   Schuyl- 
kill, Big  Dam. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Meyer. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Spring- 
ville,  Mohler. 

Virginia 

April  23,  Lebanon. 

April  30,  4  pm,  Buena  Vista. 


Kansas 
Maple  Grove. — Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  Feb.  11  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Floyd 
Crist,  presiding.  Our  spring  love  feast  and 
communion  service  will  be  held  on  the 
evening  of  April  23.  We  made  plans  for 
the  coming  of  a  DP  family  into  our  com- 
munity. We  are  busy  getting  the  parson- 
age basement  ready  for  their  occupancy  on 
about  April  1.  A  Christmas  pageant,  The 
Light  Goes  On,  was  presented  on  the  Sun- 
day evening  before  Christmas.  Bro.  W.  H. 
Yoder  was  with  us  on  Jan.  29.  The  film, 
Beyond  Our  Own,  was  shown  recently. 
Our  young  people  have  recently  organized 
a  youth  fellowship.  One  Sunday  they  had 
charge  of  the  Sunday  school.  We  are  hold- 
ing a  supper  and  social  evening  to  help 
our  young  people  with  their  district  proj- 
ect, which  is  their  fill-a-boot  plan  to  raise 
funds  to  send  someone  for  volunteer  serv- 
ice from  our  district.  We  plan  to  have  a 
vacation  Bible  school  this  summer.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Leslie  Rogers,  and  a  group  of 
young  people  attended  the  recreation 
school  at  Quinter.  We  were  pleased  to 
have  our  pastor's  father,  who  is  from 
Iowa,  speak  for  us  one  Sunday  recently. — 
Mrs.  Cleta  Wertenberger,  Norcatur,  Kan- 
sas. 

Maryland 

Denton. — In  preparation  for  our  meetings 
beginning  March  12,  with  Bro.  D.  D.  Fleish- 
man as  the  evangelist,  our  pastor,  Bro.  E. 
F.  Sherfy,  has  preached  a  series  of  twelve 
sermons  on  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
Brother  and  Sister  Fisher  of  Bridgewater 
conducted  a  district  week-end  institute  in 
Denton  recently.  Both  the  music  institute 
and  the  children's  workshop  were  well  at- 
tended. Our  church  is  supporting  a  Ger- 
man high  school  student  for  a  year.  The 
film,  Babe  of  Bethlehem,  was  shown  here 
in  December  and  was  enjoyed  by  both  the 
Ridgely  and  Denton  churches.  The  Salt  of 
the  Earth  was  recently  shown  in  Ridgely 
and  in  both  cases  the  youth  fellowship  of 
the  visiting  church  had  charge  of  the  wor- 
ship. The  Mardela  Camp  is  being  used 
by  our  young  people  as  a  place  for  recre- 
ation. The  dime  investment  sponsored  by 
the  Sunday  school  brought  in  $108.  All  de- 
partments of  our  women's  work  have  been 
active.  A  school  of  missions  was  held  dur- 
ing January.  A  district  workers'  planning 
conference  and  women's  work  council  was 
held  in  Denton  on  Feb.  23.  This  was  the 
first  meeting  of  this  kind  held  in  the  Mar- 
dela District.  A  week-end  camp  retreat  is 
scheduled  for  early  July.  Dan  West  will 
be  the  leader  in  a  district  peace  institute 
to  be  held  in  the  Green  Hill  church  March 
6-11.  Our  church  united  with  the  other 
churches  of  the  town  in  observance  of  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer.  Our  men's  work 
again  sponsored  the  100%  Messenger  club. 
We  look  forward  to  having  the  Bridgewater 
College  glee  club  with  us  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Family  night  was  observed  on  Feb. 
22  with  Mrs.  Earl  Hutchison,  district  direc- 
tor of  home  enrichment,  as  the  guest 
speaker. — Mrs.  Norman  L.  Rairigh,  Denton, 
Md. 

Ohio 

Beaver  Creek. — Bro.  Moyne  Landis,  a 
member  of  the  district  ministerial  board, 
installed  Bro.  Clyde  Forney  and  his  wife  as 
our  pastors.  The  new  parsonage  was  for- 
mally dedicated  a  week  later.  Bro.  Forney 
conducted  the  dedicatory  service,  preach- 
ing on  the  theme,  The  Parsonage  a  Place  of 
Refuge.  Our  annual  home-coming  was  cli- 
maxed with  an  afternoon  session  on  music 
with  Bro.  P.  L.  Huffaker  as  the  guest 
speaker.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher,  pastor  of  the 
Trotwood  church,  was  the  guest  preacher 
for  our  evangelistic  meetings.  One  person 
was  received  by  baptism.  Sixteen  of  our 
Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  at- 
tended the  Dayton-Montgomery  County 
training  school.  The  pastor  and  members 
of  the  choir  conducted  a  service  at  the 
Greenville  Old  People's  Home.  The  young 
people  constructed  a  Nativity  scene  on  the 
church  lawn  facing  the  main  highway. 
With  the  help  of  the  men  a  stable  and 
crib    were    erected    and    timed    spotlights 
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were  installed  for  the  proper  lighting.  A 
lighted  star  hung  over  the  stable.  The 
Christmas  offering  for  the  Brotherhood 
Fund  was  $410.  The  church  has  installed 
a  nursery  with  a  public  address  system.  A 
special  service  of  recognition  and  conse- 
cration was  held  the  last  Sunday  in  Feb- 
ruary for  Shirley  Ferguson,  who  will  give 
a  year  of  volunteer  service. — Mrs.  J.  Clyde 
Forney,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Happy  Corner. — A  short  dedication  serv- 
ice for  the  church  basement  was  held  re- 
cently. Mrs.  Wilbur  Erbaugh  of  Bradford 
delivered  a  very  interesting  talk  to  the 
children.  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough  delivered  the 
morning  sermon.  The  men's  octet  of  the 
Fairview  Brethren  in  Christ  church  pre- 
sented a  very  effective  service  recently.  On 
Dec.  4  it  was  our  turn  to  hold  a  service  at 
the  Greenville  Home.  The  choir  and  the 
boys'  instrumental  quartet  furnished  the 
music  and  Bro.  Ira  Oren  delivered  the 
message.  The  choir  and  boys  also  sang 
and  played  for  the  patients  in  the  home's 
hospital.  The  primary  and  intermediate 
classes  and  Class  No.  6  presented  the 
Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
18.  On  the  evening  of  Jan.  29  the  young 
married  people's  class  of  the  Salem  church 
presented  the  play,  For  He  Had  Great 
Possessions.  Our  young  people's  class  ar- 
ranged for  the  play  to  be  given  at  our 
church.  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville  is 
going  to  be  the  speaker  for  our  pre-Easter 
services  April  6-9. — Mrs.  Charles  Redman, 
Lewisburg,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Conestoga.  —  On  Dec.  9  Bro.  J.  Lester 
Buckwalter  and  his  wife  were  installed  in 
the  ministry,  and  Bro.  John  Buckwalter 
and  his  wife  were  installed  in  the  office 
of  deacon.  Bro.  Samuel  Godfrey  of  York, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Harry  Dohner  of  Akron, 
officiated  at  our  love  feast.  Elder  Carl 
Zeigler  of  Lebanon  was  the  evangelist 
during  our  revival  meeting  at  Bareville. 
Sister  Clara  Myer,  on  furlough  from  Africa, 
spent  some  time  in  our  midst  showing 
pictures  and  telling  of  her  work  on  the 
mission  field.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  25 
the  children  of  the  church  presented  a 
program  of  verse  and  song  which  was 
concluded  with  a  candlelight  service.  The 
student  volunteer  group  from  Elizabeth- 
town  College  had  charge  of  the  entire 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  on  Jan.  8. 
On  Feb.  5  members  of  our  young  people's 
group  had  charge  of  the  entire  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  during  the  Sun- 
day-school hour.  They  also  taught  all 
the  adult  classes.  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  relief 
administrator  who  has  spent  a  number  of 
years  in  Europe,  spoke  at  the  church  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  21.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Drobitum,  formerly  of  Poland  and  Ger- 
many, have  been  placed  in  our  community. 
The  church  is  making  plans  for  two  other 
families  who  are  expected  to  arrive  on 
April  1.  Throughout  the  year  the  women 
have  completed  2  quilts,  35  comforters,  50 
pillows  and  420  garments  for  relief.  The 
Lord's  acre  on  the  farm  of  Abram  Hess, 
which  was  harvested  by  the  men's  group, 
yielded  396  bushels  of  potatoes.  The 
young  people  have  presented  Sunday 
morning  worship  programs  at  various  mis- 
sion points  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  At 
their  Christmas  party  every  member 
brought  a  gift  for  the  children  at  the 
Neffsville  Orphanage.  Sister  Ethel  Myer 
is  giving  a  year  of  volunteer  service  at  the 
Crownsville  state  hospital,  Md.  Within  the 
past  year  eleven  persons  were  received 
by  baptism  and  four  by  letter.  One  was 
lost  by  death  and  four  letters  were 
granted. — Mrs.  Ivan  Sheaffer,  Bareville,  Pa. 

Hanover. — On  Feb.  12  the  Elizabethtown 
a  cappella  choir,  under  the  direction  of  W. 
David  Albright,  presented  a  program.  Rob- 
ert O.  Hess  conducted  a  successful  series 
of  meetings  Jan.  8-15  and,  as  a  result,  thir- 
teen persons  were  added  to  the  church. 
Three  were  baptized  later.  There  was  a 
large  turnout  at  the  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  Feb.  16.  Rev.  Harvey  Light  of  the 
Reformed  church  was  the  speaker.  Follow- 
ing the  banquet,  the  men's  work,   under 


the  guidance  of  Ron  Rowland,  laid  plans  to 
engage  in  a  God's  acre  project  for  the 
coming  season.  A  six  week's  teacher  train- 
ing class  terminated  on  March  5,  with 
Bro.  Robert  Knechel  of  Gettysburg  as  the 
teacher.  Members  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Sunday  school  contributed  to 
some  part  of  the  Sunday-school  period 
from  time  to  time.  The  women's  work  is 
actively  engaged  in  various  projects  for 
church  financing.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  May  7. — A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Roaring  Spring. — Since  our  last  report, 
three  young  people  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  and  one  was  reconse- 
crated. The  I  Try  class  of  our  Sunday 
school  sponsored  the  annual  Christmas 
party  for  the  children  of  the  church  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  17.  On  Dec.  18 
the  children  presented  their  program  of 
songs,  exercises  and  recitations.  On  Christ- 
mas morning  the  choir,  under  the  direction 
of  Bro.  Melvin  Bennet,  presented  a  Christ- 
mas cantata.  On  Jan.  1  Sister  Velva  Jane 
Dick,  the  missionary  whom  we  support  on 
the  Africa  field,  was  with  us  for  both 
morning  and  evening  services.  We  joined 
with  the  other  churches  in  the  town  for 
the  annual  Week  of  Prayer  services  the 
first  week  in  January.  The  women's  adult 
Bible  classes  in  our  church  joined  in  a 
class  meeting  and  social  with  Louise 
Koones,  director  of  children's  aid  for  Blair 
County,  showing  pictures  and  lecturing  on 
the  work  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society  in 
placing  children  in  foster  homes  and  the 
children's  home.  It  was  decided  at  our 
January  council  that  a  calendar  of  events 
be  set  up.  The  different  organizations  of 
the  church  will  take  turns  in  putting  on 
programs  for  the  Sunday  evening  services. 
On  Feb.  26  the  sound  film.  Who  Is  My 
Neighbor?  was  shown  by  Bro.  Dale  Det- 
wiler,  who  has  presented  our  church  with 
a  projector.  The  workshop  for  the  teachers 
in  the  children's  division  of  the  Sunday 
schools  in  Middle  Pennsylvania  will  be 
held  in  our  church  March  3-5.  On  the 
evening  of  Feb.  13  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  de- 
livered a  message  about  the  work  in  Eu- 
rope. Our  father  and  son  banquet  will  be 
held  on  March  17.  The  Juniata  College 
a  cappella  choir  will  be  in  our  church 
for  a  program  on  March  26.  Our  Achieve- 
ment Offering  for  the  General  Brotherhood 
Fund  amounted  to  $732. — Sara  E.  Hoover, 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Windber. — Programs  during  the  holidays 
were  the  children's  program  on  Dec.  22; 
Christmas  Eve  services  held  by  the  young 


people;  a  cantata,  Christmas  Bells,  on  Dec. 
25  by  the  choir  and  the  Circuit  No.  1  New 
Year's  Eve  watch-night  services  with  Bro. 
Merrill  Heinz,  pastor  of  the  Shade  Creek 
congregation,  as  the  speaker.  The  Week 
of  Prayer  was  observed  in  the  various 
churches  of  Windber,  Jan.  2-6.  Our  pastor 
attended  the  regional  committee  meeting 
at  Harrisburg  on  Jan.  16  and  spent  Jan. 
18-20  in  Elgin,  111.,  at  the  Brotherhood 
fieldman's  meeting.  M.  R.  Zigler,  director 
of  our  relief  and  service  work  in  Europe, 
spoke  here  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  12.  The 
young  adults  of  the  district  sponsored  the 
meeting.  The  local  children's  directors' 
conference  was  held  here  Feb.  16-18,  di- 
rected by  Dessie  Miller  of  the  Elgin  office. 
Teacher  training  courses  will  be  given  la 
our  church  each  Wednesday  evening  from 
Feb.  22  to  March  22.  The  father  and  son 
banquet,  sponsored  by  the  Truth  Seekers 
class,  was  held  Feb.  21,  with  Newton  H. 
Fritchley  as  the  speaker.  A  Windber  com- 
munity youth  rally  was  held  Feb.  27  at 
the  Methodist  church.  —  Mrs.  Wayne  Ad- 
kins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Greenmounl. — Our  congregation  recently 
had  two  teams  of  the  peace  caravan  in 
our  midst.  One  team  was  at  the  Mt.  Zion 
church  and  one  at  Greenmount.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  in- 
spiration and  sacrifice  of  these  young  peo- 
ple surely  presented  a  challenge  to  all 
who  heard  them.  At  a  recent  council 
Bro.  Glen  Shoemaker  was  called  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  Forty  members  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  during 
the  past  year.  A  German  student  is  spend- 
ing the  winter  in  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Ray  Renalds  of  our  congregation. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Bro. 
Rufus  Bowman  with  us  for  a  week  of 
pre-Easter  services.  —  Mary  Funkhouser, 
Harrisonburg,   Va. 

Newport  News. — Brother  and  Sister  O.  R. 
Hersch  of  Manassas  and  Bro.  Swigart  and 
his  daughter  were  with  us  recently  and 
showed  pictures  of  displaced  persons.  Bro. 
C.  M.  Key  and  his  wife  of  Roanoke  showed 
pictures  on  tithing.  Our  church,  with  the  | 
aid  of  the  Boards,  purchased  a  five-room 
house  adjoining  the  church.  After  it  is 
paid  for,  it  will  be  used  for  the  church 
parsonage.  Two  old-time  community  hymn 
sings  were  held  recently.  The  women's 
work  is  working  on  the  building  fund. 
They  have  contributed  to  relief  and  have 
helped  several  needy  local  families.  Christ- 
mas baskets  were  distributed  and  a  play. 
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X  Firm  Faith  for  Today 

by  Harold  A.  Bosley 

A  Firm  Faith  for  Today  is  a  new  book  on  practical  theology 
for  every  minister;  it  is  written  by  the  dean  of  the  Divinity 
School  of  Duke  University,  an  outstanding  Christian  author. 

A  Firm  Faith  for  Today  brings  new  insight  and  meaning 
to  the  familiar  concepts  of  God,  Christ,  the  ethics  of  Jesus, 
reconciliation,  salvation,  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  im- 
mortality. 

A  Firm  Faith  for  Today  is  a  restatement  of  long-accepted 
truth  in  fresh,  vital  language  that  can  be  understood  by 
the  laymen  as  well  as  the  theologically  trained  minister. 

The  price  is  $3.00 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN.    ILLINOIS 


We  must  continue  to  emphasize  peace 

Throughout  its  entire  history  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  stood  jor  peace.  A  part  of 
our  contribution  to  the  attempts  to  maintain  peace  has  been  the  publication  and  dis- 
tribution of  peace  literature.  The  following  titles  are  of  peace  books  published  and  sold  by 
your  publishing  house.    You  should  have  and  read  all  of  them. 


THE  CHURCH iff  THE 
5RETHRENANDWM 


The  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  War,  1708- 
1941 

Rufus  D.  Bowman 
Price  $2.50 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  always  been  officially  paci- 
fist, but  not  all  its  members 
have  been  and  not  all  non- 
Brethren  have  been  sympathetic  toward  our  posi- 
tion. In  this  volume  Bro.  Bowman  relates  interest- 
ingly and  accurately  our  peace  history  from  1708 
to  1941,  with  special  attention  given  to  experiences 
during  the  wars  which  have  occurred  during  that 
period. 


SEVENTY 
TIMES 


Seventy  Times  Seven 

Rufus  D.  Bowman 
Price  $1.00 


After  giving  a  brief  review  of 
the  history  of  our  experiences 
as  a  pacifist  church,  Bro.  Bow- 
man analyzes  the  reasons  why 
not  more  of  our  men  of  mili- 
tary-service age  chose  the  pac- 
ifist position  in  the  last  war. 
He  follows  this  with  a  discussion  of  the  Christian 
philosophy  of  peace,  the  Biblical  basis  of  our  posi- 
tion, and  the  relation  of  our  church  to  the  state; 
he  then  gives  suggestions  for  making  our  peace 
witness  more  effective. 


Down  in  My  Heart 

William   E.   Stafford 

Price  $1.00 

The  first  book  of  its  kind,  this 
volume  of  stories  is  the  work 
of  a  young  writer  who  spent 
four  years  in  civilian  public 
service.  The  stories  are  based 
upon  his  observations,  reflec- 
tions and  experiences  as  an  assignee.  They  show 
the  varied  feelings  of  the  men  in  the  camps,  their 
wide-ranging  viewpoints,  and  the  rewards  of  op- 
posing war  as  these  men  did.  The  stories  are  both 
interesting  and  stimulating. 

Pax  Christi 

(The  Peace  of  Christ) 

Albert    D.    Belden 

Price  $1.50 

The  Christian  people  of  the 
world  could  prevent  war  if 
they  would  refuse  to  support 
it.  This  is  the  assertion  of  Dr. 
Belden,  a  British  clergyman 
who  believes,  as  do  the  Brethren,  that  war  is  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  God  and  is  therefore  sin.  He 
calls  upon  all  Christians  to  sign  the  pledge  of  Pax 
Christi  (the  peace  of  Christ).  This  volume  is  an 
American  edition  of  a  British  book. 


Peace  Is  Our  Business   . 

Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr. 

Price  $1.75 

In  this  book  the  author  re- 
minds us  that  the  Christian 
concept  of  God  as  a  loving  Fa- 
ther justifies  the  Christian's  op- 
position to  war  and  makes  the 
doctrine  of  peace  a  central  em- 
phasis of  the  gospel  and  therefore  an  inseparable 
phase  of  the  thought  and  action  of  the  church.  He 
insists  that  Christians  must  be  the  channels 
through  which  the  grace  and  power  of  God  must 
flow  to  bring  peace  to  our  troubled  world. 


Pathways  of  Peace 

Leslie    Eisan 
Price  $2.50 

A  comprehensive,  authentic, 
interesting  history  of  that  seg- 
ment of  civilian  public  service 
administered  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee.  Its  four 
major  divisions  discuss  the 
Brethren  peace  position,  the  men  who  served  in 
C.P.S.,  the  C.P.S.  camps  and  special  projects,  and 
the  points  of  strength  and  points  of  weakness  in  the 
C.P.S.  program. 
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The  Empty  Room,  was  presented  on  Dec. 
20.  The  interest  in  our  Bible  study  has 
grown.  Fifteen  persons  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  are 
awaiting  the  rite.  On  Feb.  7  twenty-two  of 
our  men  met  and  organized  a  men's  work 
with  Bro.  Daniel  R.  Knoll  as  president. 
Their  first  project  was  to  beautify  the 
church  lawn.  On  Feb.  12  an  offering  was 
taken  for  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  During 
the  Lenten  season  our  pastor  is  preaching  a 
series  of  sermons  on  Jesus'  teachings  con- 
cerning the  Christian  life.  Our  spring  re- 
vival will  be  held  March  27— April  9,  with 
Rev.  F.  E.  Woodie  of  Waynesboro  in 
charge.  They  will  conclude  with  our  love 
feast. — Mrs.  James  Warlitner,  Newport 
News,  Va. 

Wakeman's  Grove.  —  A  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  presented  on  Christmas  evening 
by  the  children  and  the  young  people  of 
the  church.  An  offering,  amounting  to 
twenty-two  dollars,  was  received  and  is 
to  be  used  toward  our  missionary  quota. 
The  young  people  sponsored  a  community 
hymn  sing  at  the  church  on  the  evening 
of  Feb.  5.  Bro.  Dora  Heishman  of  Trout 
Run  Valley,  W.  Va.,  served  as  moderator. 
Special  music  was  presented  by  the  various 
groups  and  denominations  in  the  communi- 
ty. At  this  hymn  sing  we  received  an 
offering  of  forty  dollars  to  be  used  for 
missions.  Due  to  the  illness  of  our  elder, 
Bro.  L.  S.  Miller,  our  regular  council  meet- 
ing was  postponed  until  a  later  date.  Bro. 
Olen  Landis  officiated  in  electing  delegates 
to  our  district  meeting  which  will  be  held 
in  the  Pleasant  View  church  in  April. 
Bro.  Olen  Landis  was  elected  as  our 
delegate.  One  of  our  young  sisters,  Grace 
Barrick,  attended  the  peace  institute  which 
was  held  at  the  Mill  Creek  church  Feb. 
13-18.  We  have  an  active  ladies'  aid  society. 
They  have  recently  taken  baskets  of  fruit 
and  flowers  to  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  Our 
Sunday  school  is  progressing.  —  Mrs.  Ida 
Barrick,  Edinburg,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Boyer. — On  Christmas  Eve  we  had  a  com- 
munity Christmas  program  and  tree,  after 
which  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd  retold  the 
Christmas  story  with  color  slides.  On 
Christmas  night  Mrs.  Robert  Byrd  delivered 
the  Christmas  message.  Our  women's  work 
society  sent  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  na- 
tional project  and  ten  dollars  to  the  heart 
fund  and  have  helped  with  the  local  work 
in  many  ways.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  again  this  year.  The  CBYF  holds 
regular  monthly  meetings  in  the  various 
homes  and  are  active  in  the  local  church 
program.  Since  this  is  a  community  chapel, 
the  Brethren  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd, 


preaches  for  us  three  times  a  month  and 
the  Methodist  pastor,  Rev.  Tenny,  once  a 
month  and  on  all  fifth  Sundays.  The  at- 
tendance at  all  services  has  held  up  well 
during  the  winter  months. — Mrs.  Asa  Wil- 
fong,  Boyer,  W.  Va. 

Brick. — Looking  to  the  near  future  when 
we  hope  to  have  our  own  pastor,  the  official 
board,  with  the  approval  of  the  council, 
purchased  a  farm  and  house  to  use  as  a 
parsonage.  At  the  present  time  we  are 
renting  the  house.  The  farm  contains  ap- 
proximately thirty  acres  of  land.  Bro. 
Joseph  E.  Whitacre  has  been  retained  as 
pastor  and  elder  of  our  church.  Sister 
Loretta  Idleman  is  our  Messenger  agent. 
We  hope  to  have  a  75%  Messenger  club. 
The  women's  council  meets  once  a  month 
in  the  homes  of  its  members.  They  plan 
to  make  improvements  in  the  church  this 
summer.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is 
increasing.  At  Christmas  time  we  delivered 
several  baskets  to  the  needy,  aged  and 
shut-in  folks.  The  young  people's  group 
has  reorganized  with  Sister  Cathern  Kimble 
as  the  leader.  They  presented  a  play  at 
Christmas  time  and  are  now  planning  an 
Easter  program  to  be  presented  in  our 
church.  Some  of  its  members  hope  to 
attend  the  youth  banquet  conference  to 
be  held  at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  March. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Bro. 
Howard  Bernhard  as  our  evangelist  this 
summer. — Lola  E.  Secrist,  Scherr,  W.  Va. 


Mariinsburg- Vanclevesville.  —  On  the 
morning  of  Dec.  18  the  children  of  our 
Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram and  in  the  evening  the  CBYF  pre- 
sented their  Christmas  pageant.  On  Christ- 
mas morning  and  evening  Bro.  Charles 
Green  of  Fairplay,  Md.,  ministerial  student 
at  Bridgewater  College,  supplied  our  pulpit 
in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Wilmer 
Kensinger.  Bro.  Green  preached  in  the 
Vanclevesville  house  on  Jan.  1.  Several 
of  our  teachers  attended  the  leadership 
training  school  Jan.  8-13  in  the  Trinity 
Methodist  church.  Bro.  James  Renz,  di- 
rector of  temperance  for  our  Brotherhood, 
brought  us  a  stirring  message  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Jan.  25.  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  relief 
administrator  in  Europe,  was  with  us  in 
our  missionary  meeting  on  Jan.  20.  Our 
field  executive,  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell,  spoke 
at  both  the  Vanclevesville  and  Martinsburg 
churches  on  Jan.  29.  The  Negro  glee  club 
of  our  town  presented  a  program  of  music 
in  our  church  recently,  sponsored  by  the 
CBYF.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  12  Bro. 
Ira  Petre,  missionary  t6  Africa,  was  with 
us  in  our  monthly  missionary  meeting.  On 
Feb.  19  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  Bro. 
John  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  as 
our  speaker  at  both  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning services.  Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff,  church 
building  counselor,  was  in  our  midst  some 
time  ago  to  help  us  in  our  plans  for  build- 
ing our  parsonage.  Interest  and  attendance 
are  on  the  increase.  Plans  are  under  way 
for  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  to  be 
held  in  June. — Mary  Honsaker,  Inwood,  W. 
Va. 

New  Hope.  —  Our  revival  meeting  was 
held  jointly  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  W.  Pugh 
and  the  Methodist  pastor,  Rev.  Albert 
Tenny.  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd  of  Durbin  was 
with  us  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  January 
and  brought  the  morning  message.  Bro. 
Pugh  is  helping  Bro.  Byrd  by  taking 
our  four  churches  for  him,  including  Mt. 
Hope,  which  gives  Bro.  Byrd  more  time  to 
work  at  Durbin  and  the  surrounding 
churches.  Our  attendance,  interest  and 
offerings  have  been  fairly  good  during  the 
fall  and  winter  months.  A  new  stove  has 
been  purchased  for  our  church  and  we 
have  painted  the  church.  —  Mrs.  Delbert 
Moore,  Dunmore,  W.  Va. 

Shady  Grove. — Our  church  met  in  council 
and  elected  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
We  are  building  a  new  church.   The  women 
are  busy  making  quilts  for  sale.    The  men 
are   donating   much   time   and   labor.     We 
served   two   chicken   suppers    and    cleared 
more    than    $360.     Our    Sunday    school    is  P 
progressing    very    nicely    in    interest    and! 
spirituality.    Bro.  Alonzo  Fike  brought  the  I 
film,  King  of  Kings,  to  us.   Our  pastor,  Bro.  I 
Robert  L.  Strickler,  has  just  delivered  a  I 
series  of  sermons  on  church  history. — Mrs.| 
Mae  Darby,  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va. 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  May\ 

Preaching  the  Miracles  of  Jesus 

by  Hillyer  H.  Siraton 

Dr.  Straton  believes — and  demonstrates — that  there  are  definite 
preaching  values  in  the  accounts  of  Jesus'  miracles.  He  presents  a 
sound  and  helpful  exposition  of  each  of  them,  relating  each  to  Jesus' 
ministry  and  his  major  teachings. 

Copies  of  Preaching  the  Miracles  of  Jesus  will 
be  mailed  to  members  of  the  Brethren  Minis- 
ters' Book  of  the  Month  Club  on  May  10. 

Regular  price,  $2.50;  to  Brethren  ministers,  $2.00 
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Yesterday, 
Today, 
Forever 


Eva  Luoma 


rHE  cold  snows  of  wintertime  have  disappeared  from  the  ground.    The  warm  spring 
sun  has  reached  into  the  earth.    Greens,  yellows,  pinks  and  white  are  everywhere. 
Spring  has  come. 

The  rhythmical  cycle  of  the  seasons  portrays  the  dependability  of  God.  Man 
may  become  confused.  It  may  seem  to  him  that  the  "good  old  ways"  are  ended.  But 
the  creative  joy  of  springtime   is  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever. 

And  amidst  the  growing,  flowering  things  march  youth.  They  have  their  feet 
on   the   ground;   they   are   hand   in    hand;   they  stride  forward  together. 

God  has  always  depended  on  them;  he  still  does;  he  always  will.  They  are 
his  perpetual  springtime. 


Gospel  Messenger  AROUND    THE    WORLD 

'Thy  Kingdom  Come" 
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Mon.,  "Destroyed  for  Lack  of  Knowledge." 
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6:  1-6. 
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8:  1-7. 
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The      World      Confederation      of 

Teaching  Profession,  recently  organ- 
ized, unites  three  million  teachers  in 
fifty-five  countries.  Its  object  is  to 
promote  understanding  and  good- 
will, to  safeguard  peace  and  free- 
dom. 

Drinking  on  the  campus  of  the 
church-sponsored  college  is  either  a 
very  minor  problem  or  no  problem 
at  all,  according  to  a  majority  of  the 
presidents  of  colleges  affiliated  with 
ten  Protestant  denominations.  This 
was  revealed  in  a  survey  conducted 
by  the  National  Temperance  Move- 
ment, Inc.,  which  sent  questionnaires 
to  the  college  heads. 

The  policy  of  total  racial  segrega- 
tion of  the  South  African  govern- 
ment has  been  endorsed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  Federated  Dutch  Reformed 
Churches  of  Southern  Africa.  The 
congress  recommended  that  a  sep- 
arate industrial  system  based  on  sci- 
entific farming  and  selective  indus- 
try be  set  up  for  natives  and  that 
the  natives  be  made  to  attend  sepa- 
rate churches  and  schools. 

The  fast  for  peace,  a  Holy  Week 
fast  sponsored  by  the  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation,  Peacemakers  and 
the  Catholic  Worker,  was  a  protest 
against  the  hydrogen  bomb.  In 
Washington,  D.  C,  leaflets  were  dis- 
tributed to  worshipers  outside  eight 
churches  on  Palm  Sunday;  these 
leaflets  called  on  Christians  to  "re- 
fuse to  support  or  take  part  in  war." 
Open  meetings  were  held  in  the 
evenings. 


Fatalities  in  1949  from  automobile 
accidents  were  fewer  than  in  1948, 
but  injuries  reached  an  all-time  high, 
according  to  figures  released  by  the 
Travelers  Insurance  companies.  Ex- 
cessive speeds  headed  the  list  of  ac- 
cident causes  in  1949  as  it  has  done 
in  recent  years. 

The  Nobel  Peace  prize  recipient, 
Lord  Boyd  Orr,  has  expressed  his  in- 
tention to  use  a  part  of  the  prize 
money  to  set  up  in  London  a  peace 
center.  Here  he  hopes  to  bring  to- 
gether for  greater  efficiency  and  fel- 
lowship the  headquarters  of  various 
peace  movements.  (WP) 

A  chapel  on  wheels,  believed  to 
be  the  first  in  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
sionary history,  is  being  operated  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Mayo.  The 
former  pastor  and  his  wife  have 
started  on  a  seven-state  mission  to 
thousands  of  homeless  migrant 
workers.  Not  only  do  they  hold  reg- 
ular church  services,  but  they  also 
conduct  kindergarten,  nursery  and 
Bible  schools  for  children  and  classes 
for  illiterate  adults. 

Widespread  drinking  in  Chile  is 
becoming  increasingly  disturbing  to 
public  opinion  in  that  country. 
Newspapers  formerly  indifferent  to 
its  social  consequences  are  now  ex- 
pressing grave  concern.  Though  al- 
coholism has  been  a  social  problem 
for  at  least  fifty  years  in  Chile,  the 
new  interest  comes  from  the  rising 
number  of  deaths  as  a  result  of 
automobile  accidents  caused  by 
drunken  drivers.  (WP) 


The  American  Press  and  the  Liquor  Problem 


On  March  5  the  Star  of  Washing- 
ton published  the  first  of  a  series 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  alcohol- 
ism in  the  United  States  capital. 
These  articles  will  be  based  upon  an 
intensive  and  highly  competent  rep- 
ortorial  study  intended  to  reveal  just 
what  this  perplexing  and  critical 
problem  is  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  first  article  in  the  Star  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Washing- 
ion  is  drinking  three  times  as  much 
liquor  as  the  national  per  capita  av- 
erage, and  that  the  results  are  shown 
in  ever-swelling  arrest  totals,  crime, 
alcoholism  and  death.  Washington, 
says  the  Star,  does  not  have  the  sa- 
loon where  men  stand  at  the  bar 
until  they  fall  down — in  the  capital 
they  sit  down  and  drink  sometimes 
until  they  can't  get  up. 

"Seventy  per  cent  of  all  jail  cases 
and  seventy-seven  per  cent   of   the 


district's  criminal  court  cases  are  on 
drunkenness  charges. 

"More  than  2,000  persons  were 
hospitalized  last  year  for  physical 
and  mental  ailments  arising  from 
alcoholism. 

"More  than  100  persons  died  from 
drunken  driving,  homicides,  poison 
alcoholic  drinks  and  alcoholism,  all 
stemming  from  drinking. 

"An  upswing  in  drinking  also  is 
reflected  in  Alcoholic  Beverage  Con- 
trol Board  figures.  The  number  of  all 
kinds  of  liquor  licenses  have  soared 
in  five  years  from  1,962  to  2,393." 

In  Washington,  groceries  sell  beer 
and  wine,  restaurants,  hotels,  night- 
clubs, and  taverns  dispense  intoxi- 
cants, and  special  one-day  licenses 
are  issued  for  picnics  and  club  out- 
ings; incidentally,  many  clubs  in 
Washington  sell  liquor  outside  of 
legal  hours. — The  Clipsheet. 


Many  have  traded  their  spiritual 
birthright  in  the  church  for  those 
things  which  are  of  passing 
value.  Are  we  holding  on  to 
our  heritage? 


Philip   Gendreau 


Leland  Emrick 

Pastor,  Springfield,  Illinois 


£owtetUUuj,  ta  ^ItUvk  About 


ONE  of  the  first  Bible  stories 
I  remember  hearing  was 
the  story  of  Jacob  and 
Esau.  Esau,  you  remember,  had 
come  in  from  the  field  hot,  tired 
and  hungry.  When  he  smelled 
the  food  Jacob  was  preparing, 
Esau  asked  for  a  portion  to  eat. 
Jacob  made  his  brother  a  propo- 
sition: he  would  give  him  some- 
thing to  eat  if  Esau  would  sell 
him  his  birthright. 

All  that  was  included  in  the 
birthright  is  not  clear,  but  it 
certainly  meant   a   double  por- 


tion of  his  family  inheritance 
and  may  have  included  the 
headship  of  the  family  and  heir- 
ship to  the  privileges  of  the  cov- 
enant. And  Esau,  carried  away 
by  the  anticipated  pleasures  of 
the  moment  and  holding  lightly 
the  privileges  and  responsibili- 
ties of  his  family  and  religion, 
consented  to  the  bargain. 

In  times  past,  I  have  won- 
dered if  such  a  story  could  be 
true.  Would  anyone  be  so  fool- 
ish as  to  exchange  his  inheri- 
tance for  a  bowl  of  bean  soup? 


I  now  have  no  doubts.  For  to 
my  amazement,  I  have  seen  this 
happen  again  and  again  in  your 
community  and  mine.  People 
will  exchange  life's  eternal  val- 
ues for  counterfeit  coin. 

Here  is  what  I  mean:  With  all 
its  faults,  the  church  is  the  cus- 
todian of  our  Christian  heritage. 
It  is  the  channel  through  which 
Christ  continues  his  chief  work. 
It  is  the  fellowship  in  which  we 
find  our  best  guidance  and  great- 
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est  inspiration  for  righteous  liv- 
ing. We  find  there  our  largest 
opportunities  for  Christian  serv- 
ice. Because  of  these  things,  a 
step  away  from  the  church  is 
almost  invariably  a  step  away 
from  God.  Yet,  and  here  is  the 
amazing  fact,  many  will  ex- 
change this  spiritual  birthright 
for  what  amounts  to  a  bowl  of 
beans. 

One  person  stays  away  from 
the  church  because  of  what 
someone  said  or  did.  Another 
stays  away  because  of  what 
someone  did  not  say  or  do.  An- 


other starves  his  soul  Sunday 
after  Sunday  in  exchange  for  a 
couple  of  hours'  sleep.  Still  an- 
other thinks  he  is  getting  a  bar- 
gain if  he  can  use  those  two 
hours  on  Sunday  morning  to  do 
the  things  about  the  house.  One 
could  go  on.  A  constant  stream 
of  sporting  events,  golf  games, 
hunting  trips,  Sunday  papers, 
visits  to  children  and  relatives, 
etc.,  are  traded  for  one's  spiritu- 
al birthright  in  the  church. 

The  results  of  such  foolish 
trading  is  the  unconscious  decay 
of  the  spiritual  life.    Impercep- 


tibly the  soul  is  impoverished. 
Such  a  person  may  speak  of  his 
faith  in  God,  but  he  is  like  Sam- 
son, who  boasted  of  his  power 
when  his  strength  was  gone. 

Yes,  the  story  of  the  despised 
birthright  is  as  old  as  Jacob  and 
Esau.  It  is  true  as  Judas  ex- 
changing his  Lord  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver.  It  is  modern  as 
tomorrow's  paper.  Let  us  hope 
that  none  who  read  this  may 
come  to  his  day  of  judgment 
and  find  that  he  has  traded  God's 
eternal  gift  for  a  mess  of  the 
world's  pottage. 


EDITORIAL 


In  Appreciation 
Fieldworkers,  Editors,  Secretaries 

IN  COMPARATIVELY  recent 
years  there  has  grown  up 
within  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  a  new  type  of  worker. 
This  has  been  made  necessary 
because  the  church  has  greatly 
expanded  and  because  the  scope 
and  extent  of  its  work  has  great- 
ly enlarged.  In  order  that  there 
may  be  some  co-ordination  and 
common  purpose  in  the  work, 
fieldworkers,  general  secretar- 
ies, editors  and  similar  workers 
have  been  called  into  service  as 
they  were  needed. 

Some  of  these  serve  at  the 
national  level  and  have  head- 
quarters at  Elgin,  111.  Others 
serve  at  the  regional  level  and 
have  headquarters  in  central 
spots  within  the  five  regions  of 
the  Brotherhood.  Some  are  dis- 
trict workers  and  move  about 
within  one,  two  or  more  dis- 
tricts. Some  are  college  repre- 
sentatives and  cover  the  college 
areas. 

In  order  that  we  might  under- 
stand the  work  these  people  do 
and  that  we  might  be  able  to 
pray  for  them  more  effectively, 
it  would  be  well  to  look  at  a  few 
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of  the  ups  and  downs  of  their 
tasks. 

One  of  the  first  things  we  no- 
tice about  their  work  is  that  in 
accepting  a  call  to  this  kind  of 
service  they  must  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  many  of  the  pleasures 
of  a  closely  knit  home  life.  Their 
duties  will  probably  take  them 
away  from  their  homes  for  half, 
or  more  than  half,  of  the  days  of 
the  year.  For  them  to  look  for- 
ward to  having  a  pleasant  Sun- 
day at  home  with  their  families 
is  almost  an  impossibility.  They 
will  be  called  upon  to  spend 
many  nights  of  every  month 
trying  to  sleep  on  moving  trains. 
They  will  need  to  get  their  meals 
where  they  can  and  sleep,  night 
after  night,  in  different  beds. 
They  would  like  to  give  atten- 
tion to  gardens  and  lawns  and 
home  improvements,  but  they 
find  it  difficult  to  give  any  con- 
sistent attention  to  those  things. 

Being  away  from  home  so 
much  decidedly  affects  their  re- 
lationship to  their  local  church 
and  community.  One  of  the 
great  joys  of  life  is  to  be  a  part 
of  a  local  church  and  to  serve 
year  after  year  in  it.  Most  peo- 
ple derive  great  pleasure  from 
being  a  contributing  part  of  a 
local  community,  from  belong- 
ing to  some  of  its  clubs  and  or- 


ganizations, and  from  serving 
with  their  neighbors  in  com- 
munity enterprises.  Traveling 
workers  find  it  difficult  to  do 
this.  Their  neighbors  feel  they 
cannot  be  depended  upon  in 
these  areas,  for  they  are  not 
there  when  they  are  needed. 

Often  also  they  are  asked  to 
give  advice  in  church  and  com- 
munity situations  with  which 
they  are  not  familiar.  They  are 
expected  to  know  the  answers 
even  when  they  do  not  know  the 
backgrounds.  This  often  leads  to 
their  being  misunderstood.  It  is 
easy  to  impute  wrong  motives 
to  consecrated  people  who  work 
hard  for  the  sake  of  the  king- 
dom. Accordingly,  these  people 
often  are  labeled  the  "Elgin 
bunch,"  the  "hierarchy"  or  given 
similar  epithets.  These  some- 
times hurt  deeply. 

But  there  are  many  rewards 
which  come  to  these  workers 
also. 

As  a  result  of  their  wide  trav- 
els, they  have  friends  in  almost 
every  state  of  the  union  and  per- 
haps far  beyond  the  seas.  They 
likely  have  been  in  practically 
every  church  of  the  Brother- 
hood. They  have  sampled  its 
homes  and  tasted  its  food  and 
feel  themselves  to  belong  "to 
the  Brotherhood."   They  can  be 


addressed  by  their  first  names 
by  hundreds  and  even  many 
thousands  of  people. 

Moreover,  they  see  the  work 
of  the  church  in  the  large.  They 
know  of  certain  communities 
where  the  work  is  very  discour- 
aging, but  they  also  know  that 
there  are  other  communities 
where  the  work  is  very  encour- 
aging. Thus,  looking  across  the 
Brotherhood,  they  see  both 
achievement  and  needs.  Finally, 
they  can  feel  themselves  to  be 
an  essential  part  of  a  growing 
kingdom.  Their  job  is  to  enable 
the  strong  to  help  the  weak. 
They  try  to  call  forth  new  lead- 
ers and  to  get  proved  leaders  to 
step  into  the  breaches  where 
help  is  needed.  They  build  for 
a  long  future,  seeking  earnestly 
to  be  used  of  God  that  his  king- 
dom might  come. 


there  in  dimly  lighted  corners  to 
the  tune  of  exotic  music  they  had 
thought  they  were  having  a  good 
time. 

The  good  they  should  have 
done  in  the  world  was  ended. 
The  delight  which  they  should 
have  brought  to  their  parents 
had  come  to  an  end,  and  in  its 
place  stood  stark  sadness  and 
despair.  These  youth  should 
have  been  the  leaders  of  to- 
morrow. Now,  tomorrow  would 
have  to  get  along  without  them. 

Whose  fault  was  this?  It  was 
partly  our  fault,  for  in  our  state 
selling  alcoholic  beverages  is 
legal.  It  was  our  fault  in  that 
we  allowed  the  brewing  indus- 
tries to  spend  millions  of  dollars 


to  spread  colorful  advertising  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  these  young  peo- 
ple, saying  that  if  they  really 
wanted  to  have  a  good  time  they 
must  have  it  with  beer. 

These  youngsters  had  done  the 
drinking,  but  they  were  net 
wholly  responsible  for  the  thing 
they  had  done.  They  had  done 
only  what  we,  their  parents  and 
their  fellow  citizens,  had  taught 
them  to  do. 

We  kept  saying  to  ourselves  as 
we  saw  them  hauled  away,  "For- 
give us  our  sins." 

Now  the  next  job  is  for  us,  as 
Christians,  to  put  prayer  into  ac- 
tion; to  remove  the  occasion  for 
such  sin  by  courageous  Christian 
activity. 


Thinking    About   the    News ' 


Our  Sins 

WE  COULD  see  where  they 
had  skidded  on  the  high- 
way. Black  streaks  of 
rubber  turned  in  a  half  circle  to 
the  place  where  the  car  had  gone 
over  the  edge  of  the  cliff.  We 
stopped  and  looked  down. 

What  had  once  been  glistening 
metal  and  shining  chromium  was 
now  only  a  twisted  heap.  Inside 
of  it  were  people. 

When  we  got  down  to  them, 
we  saw  that  they  were  young 
people.  Their  bodies  were 
mangled.  From  some  of  them  the 
life  had  gone.  In  others  there 
was  a  little  left.  An  arm  had 
been  cut  off;  legs  had  been 
broken. 

As  we  tried  to  get  them  up  to 
the  highway  and  to  send  word 
for  an  ambulance,  we  had  to  re- 
member the  words  of  the  prayer 
which  Jesus  taught  his  disciples 
to  pray:   "Forgive  us  our  sins." 

These  high  school  youngsters 
had  been  drinking.  The  odor  of 
liquor  hung  over  the  shattered 
car  and  over  their  shattered 
bodies.  These  youth  were  dead 
now  or  broken  because  some- 
body  had    kept    a    tavern,    and 


Churchmen  Decide  to  Take 
Hold 

THERE  are  many  evidences  of  a 
growing  feeling  on  the  part  of 
church  people  that  they  have  a 
definite  responsibility  for  the  kind 
of  a  society  we  are  building  and  the 
kind  of  country  we  are  establishing. 
Church  people  are  beginning  to 
exert  an  influence  in  our  political 
life  which,  if  they  become  aroused, 
may  easily  be  a  determining  in- 
fluence in  many  areas.  Some  church 
people  are  beginning  to  feel  that  if 
they  do  not  do  this  our  political  life 
can  become  hopelessly  unchristian 
'and  quite  un-American. 

•  In  Pennsylvania  200,000  church 
people  have  pledged  themselves  to 
vote  in  the  May  primaries.  Two 
thousand  Pennsylvania  pastors  have 
arranged  to  have  the  matter  of  civic 
responsibility  presented  in  their 
regular  church  services  or  have 
themselves  preached  on  that  theme. 

•  In  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  a 
similar  campaign  brought  out  a 
church  vote  which  won  a  resounding 
victory  for  righteous  interests  which 
were  supported  jointly  by  Catholics, 
Protestants  and  Jews. 

•  In  many  cities  ministerial  as- 
sociations are  distributing  question- 
naires to  political  candidates,  asking 
them  their  opinions  and  convictions 
on  certain  religiously  fundamental 
questions.  These  positions  are  then 
made  public  to  Christian  voters. 

•  In  addition  to  these  approaches 
a  number  of  ministers  feel  impelled 


to  enter  the  political  arena  them- 
selves in  order  that  the  principles  of 
right  and  justice  might  be  brought 
to  bear  at  the  very  source  of  legis- 
lative action.  A  minister  is  a  candi- 
date for  the  U.S.  Senate  from  Okla- 
homa; a  minister  is  contending  for 
the  governorship  of  Alabama;  a  min- 
ister serves  a  church  in  Connecticut 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature. 

•  In  local  areas  also  ministers 
and  churchmen  are  exerting  in- 
fluence for  better  city  and  county 
government.  They  are  serving  on 
school  boards  to  secure  better  local 
educational  openings. 

The  churches  are  feeling  more  and 
more  that  if  we  are  to  have  a  Chris- 
tian government  they  must  be  the 
means  through  which  such  a  govern- 
ment comes  into  being. 

Many  people  are  beginning  to  say, 
"Whether  we  have  a  democratic 
government  or  a  communistic  form 
of  government  in  America  will  not 
be  determined  on  battlefields  or  at 
the  exploding  points  of  A-  and  H- 
bombs;  rather  it  will  be  determined 
in  our  schools,  our  local  govern- 
ments and  our  churches.  The  strug- 
gle is  not  a  power  struggle  but  an 
ideologic  and  educational  one. 

If  Christians  believe  that  the 
claims  of  Christianity  are  superior 
to  any  other  claims  because  they 
are  heaven -born  and  truth  founda- 
tioned,  why  not  press  these  claims 
in  every  area  of  life? 
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Women:   Does  God   Need  Them? 


Mrs.  George  L.  Detweiler 

Waynesboro,   Pennsylvania 


A  WOMAN  sits  at  the  mir- 
ror. She  looks  thought- 
fully at  herself.  She  is 
asking  questions.  She  is  asking 
who  she  is  and  for  what  is  she 
called.  She  is  symbolic  of  the 
woman  of  day  after  tomorrow. 

Let  us  answer  her  first  ques- 
tion. Who  is  she?  "And  Jeho- 
vah God  said  it  is  not  good  that 
man  should  be  alone.  I  will 
make  him  a  helpmeet  for  him." 
She  is  more  than  man's  assist- 
ant, she  is  his  complement.  God 
did  not  take  woman  from  man's 
back,  or  from  his  head,  but  from 
his  side  which  means  they  work 
on  a  co-operative  basis,  neither 
superior  to  the  other. 

Hebrew  codes  clearly  demon- 
strate that  women  participated 
in  the  worship  of  Jehovah.  They 
were  included  in  the  three  ma- 
jor festivals:  Passover,  Pente- 
cost and  Tabernacles.  Prophet- 
esses were  a  legitimate  feature 
of  Hebrew  life  throughout  its 
history.  Their  sphere,  however, 
was  partially  political  rather 
than  purely  religious.  Women 
ministered  at  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary,  according  to  Ex.  38: 
8.  She  participated  in  prayer 
and  was  given  equal  opportuni- 
ty with  the  men  to  be  conver- 
sant with  the  law.  Joel  2: 28  says, 
"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  after- 
wards that  I  will  pour  out  my 
spirit  upon  all  flesh  and  your 
sons  and  your  daughters  shall 
prophesy." 

In  the  New  Testament,  Jesus 
exalted  womanhood.  In  Christ's 
new  covenant  women  were  made 
full  citizens  of  his  kingdom  with 
the  responsibilities  and  privi- 
leges thereto.  Jesus  revealed 
himself  to  the  Samaritan  wom- 
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an  with  the  evident  expectation 
that  she  would  spread  the  good 
news.  Understanding  his  intent, 
in  her  eagerness  she  left  her 
water  jar  at  the  well  to  bear 
testimony  of  her  Lord.  Because 
her  witness  was  of  such  truth 
and  power  many  Samaritans 
turned  to  him. 

Biblical  history  showed  ad- 
vance in  the  religious  status  of 
women  but  the  Reformation 
showed  retreat. 

These  women  at  the  doors  see 
challenges  facing  them.  How- 
ever, all  efforts  must  be  under- 
taken in  a  humble  and  obedient 
spirit,  freed  from  fear  and  re- 


sentment, relying  upon  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Holy  Spirit  who 
will  lead  into  all  truth.  Let  us 
remember  that  the  idea  is  not 
a  crusade  of  women  in  rivalry 
to  men,  or  a  desire  of  women  to 
replace  men,  but  it  is  an  effort 
to  release  all  the  creative  pow- 
ers of  the  whole  of  the  human 
race  to  render  their  full  con- 
tribution in  the  service  of  God 
and  man;  not  to  establish  new 
movements  but  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  church  of  Christ.  If 
there  is  a  task  to  be  done,  let 
the  one  best  capable  of  doing  it, 
whether  man  or  woman,  black 
or  white  or  brown,  be  chosen, 

Philip  Gendreau 


because  the  task  of  the  church 
will  not  be  completely  fulfilled 
until  women  take  their  full 
share  of  responsibility. 

The  second  question  concerns 
what  women  are  called  to  do. 
Nowhere  is  there  a  greater  de- 
mand for  applying  the  principles 
of  Christian  co-operation  than 
in  the  family.  The  Christian 
family  is  a  necessary  bulwark 
in  building  real  Christian  com- 
munities. Both  husband  and 
wife  are  home  builders  and  joint 
partners,  and  the  daily  life  in 
the  home,  dominated  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  is  life  at  its 
best.  When  the  fate  of  civiliza- 
tion is  bound  so  intimately  with 
the  fate  of  the  family  there  is 
more  than  just  ordinary  need 
for  the  emotional  security  which 
dependable  families  provide. 
Women  must  spur  the  church  to 
assume  its  responsibility  to 
achieve  Christian  family  life. 
The  first  great  work  of  women 
today,  tomorrow  and  always  is 
to  help  establish  Christian 
homes. 

Another  area  to  which  women 
are  called  is  the  community. 
Women  need  to  witness  as  Chris- 
tian individuals  and  Christian 
citizens.  They  have  opportuni- 
ties to  transmit  the  values  of 
our  culture  through  the  arts, 
teaching,  etc.  The  important 
thing  is  that  she  work  dili- 
gently at  the  job  of  real  under- 
standing. This  includes  refrain- 
ing on  her  part  from  petty  jeal- 
ousies and  gossip  which  are 
sometimes  so  prevalent. 

Moreover  women  are  endowed 
with  gifts  of  compassion,  pa- 
tience and  tolerance  to  bind  up 
the  wounds  of  mankind  and  pro- 
mote understanding  locally  and 
internationally.  Women  of  the 
church,  not  just  secular  extro- 
verts, need  to  blaze  the  trails 
for  these  new  opportunities. 

The  door  of  the  church,  too. 
is  opening,  as  far  as  women  are 
concerned.  Today  they  are  be- 
ing called  to  do  important  tasks 
in  the  church.  Twenty-five  years 
hence  they  will  be  doing  more. 


Doctrine  of  the  Church 
of  the   Brethren 


Jewel  Peters  Boitnott 

Rocky  Mount,  Virginia 


OUR  church  teaches  that 
God  is  our  one  and  only 
divine  Father,  a  Father  of 
love  and  a  Father  of  all.  God 
provides  us  with  the  necessities 
of  life  and,  in  addition,  many  ex- 
tras for  our  enjoyment.  He  is 
a  Spirit  abiding  with  us  at  all 
times.  We  may  open  our  hearts 
so  that  this  Spirit  may  become 
a  part  of  our  lives  as  it  guides 
us  in  Christian  service  or  we 
may  close  ourselves  to  God  and 
thus  stumble  through  the  years, 
blinded  to  the  real  meaning  and 
reason  of  human  life. 

Man  is  God's  greatest  creation 


Four  adult  classes  at  the  Rocky 
Mount  church,  Va.,  entered  into  a 
study  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Written  papers  were  submit- 
ted at  the  end  of  the  course  on  the 
doctrines  of  the  church.  The  fol- 
lowing paper  was  judged  to  be 
the  best. 


and  God  alone  understands  the 
working  of  man's  body,  mind 
and  soul.  Man  through  science 
studies  his  body,  through  psy- 
chology he  learns  of  the  mind, 
but  only  through  a  belief  in  God 
can  man  learn  of  his  soul  and 
its  destiny.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  teaches  us  to  study  our 


The  tendency  everywhere  is  for 
an  increasing  amount  of  full- 
time  professional  service  to  be 
rendered  by  women  in  pastoral 
and  evangelistic  work,  as  par- 
ish assistants,  deaconesses,  re- 
ligious editors  and  writers,  as 
executive  secretaries  of  church 
boards  and  important  places  on 
boards. 

How  adequate  are  women  in 
Bible  training,  in  Christian  the- 
ology and  in  their  devotional 
lives?  How  well  prepared  are 
they  for  understanding  and  com- 
bating the  causes  of  juvenile  de- 
linquency, the  secularization  of 
public  education  and  the  prob- 
lems of  international  relations? 
This  need,  then,  would  call  for 
a  systematic  plan  of  personal 
and  group  discipline  in  study 
and  action.  Wishful  thinking  and 
emotional  sentimentality  are 
woefully  insufficient.  A  disci- 
plined woman  seeks  to  be  a  use- 
ful tool  under  God's  direction. 

Women  are  called  to  propa- 
gate international  interracial 
brotherhood.    "In  Christ  there  is 


neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  barbari- 
an, Scythian,  bond  nor  free." 
Paul's  words  ring  in  our  ears  to 
remind  us  of  our  shame.  Wom- 
en must  go  into  the  front  lines 
for  peace. 

Is  it  enough  to  live  in  ease, 
with  bridge  games  going  on, 
while  children  starve,  while  peo- 
ple freeze  and  others  are  yearn- 
ing for  the  Good  News? 

There  stands  the  woman  of  day 
after  tomorrow  at  the  door.  She 
is  leaving  the  door  and  going 
down  the  highway  of  life  with 
the  blazing  torch  of  courage  and 
faith.  Her  footsteps  are  fast. 
She  is  going  to  keep  the  torch 
high  since  "the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  [her]  because  he 
hath  anointed  [her]  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  poor;  he  hath 
sent  [her]  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted, to  preach  deliverance  to 
the  captives  and  recovering  of 
sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  lib- 
erty them  that  are  bruised" 
(Luke  4:18-19). 

APRIL    29,    1950  7 


souls  in  relation  to  life  by  study- 
ing and  learning  of  Jesus.  We 
believe  Jesus  to  be  the  Son  of 
God  who  was  sent  to  the  world 
because  God  loved  the  world. 
God's  love  is  outside  the  realm 
of  our  feeling  and  even  of  our 
imagination  but  the  real  exist- 
ence of  Jesus  as  a  life  on  earth 
is  a  fact  presented  to  us  in  his- 
tory. Many  writers  have  left 
records  that  we  may  study  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  takes 
the  New  Testament  as  its  creed. 
We  believe  Jesus  to  be  the  reve- 
lation of  God  to  man  and  the 
closer  we  live  to  Christ's  pat- 
tern the  nearer  to  God  we  grow. 
Although  history  tells  of  many 
men,  very  good  men,  who  have 
lived  and  become  leaders, 
Christ's  plan  is  the  only  one  we 
accept  as  a  means  to  save  us 
from  sin  and  destruction. 

We  are  taught  that  Christ  is 
the  head  and  founder  of  the 
Christian  church,  an  organiza- 
tion of  imperfect  peoples,  di- 
vided and  subdivided  but  all  at- 
tempting to  follow  after  the 
same  Christ  and  all  believing  in 
the  same  God.  The  church 
brings  together  those  of  like 
faith  to  help  one  another  grow 
and  to  teach  any  who  do  not 
know  of  God,  the  Bible  and  Je- 
sus. Since  we  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  believe  in  Jesus 
and  his  teachings  we  do  not  ap- 
prove of  war,  the  use  of  alco- 
holic drinks  or  anything  which 
in  any  way  might  impair  our 
bodies,  the  temples  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  ordinances  we  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  teach 
are  baptism  by  triune  immer- 
sion, face  forward  as  we  believe 
Jesus  to  have  been  baptized.  We 
immerse  first  for  the  Father, 
second  for  the  Son  and  third  for 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  believe  in  the  anointing  as 
a  way  of  physical  or  spiritual 


Sword  of  Goodwill 


Jack   Eough 

University  of  Chicago 


MY  INTERPRETER  had 
large  tears  coursing  down 
her  cheeks  as  she  told  me 
that  this  young  Japanese  man, 
my  student  and  friend,  was  say- 
ing to  me,  ".  .  .  and  after  having 
been  your  student  I  now  know 
that  the  force  of  goodwill  is 
stronger  than  the  force  of  the 
sword.  Because  of  my  new  ideas 
and  as  a  token  of  my  deep  friend- 
ship for  you,  I  want  to  present 
you  with  this  Samuri  Katana 
(ancient  Japanese  sword)." 

This  scene  is  stamped  on  my 
memory  as  probably  one  of  the 
most  significant  of  the  many 
meaningful  experiences  I  had 
during  my  recent  stay  in  Japan. 
Shimizu  San,  a  former  army 
officer,  had  risked  a  very  severe 
prison  penalty  by  hiding  his  300- 


year-old  sword  from  the  Ameri- 
can occupation  army.  It  was  a 
moving  experience  for  both  of  us 
when  he  gave  away  such  a  cher- 
ished object. 

I  am  writing  this  article  to 
help  fulfill  the  promise  I  gave 
to  Shimizu  San  as  I  accepted  the 
sword  and  told  him,  "I  will  take 
this  Katana  with  me  to  my  coun- 
try and  show  it  to  many  people 
and  tell  them  about  your  new 
ideas.  I  will  show  the  sword  not 
as  a  symbol  of  war,  but  as  a 
symbol  of  peace.  A  symbol  of 
the  friendship  that  you,  and 
many  others  in  your  land,  feel 
for  the  people  of  my  land.  By 
telling  American  people  of  your 
generous  gift  I  hope  we  can  use 
the  sword  to  aid  in  some  small 
way  in  building  a  bridge  of  un- 


8 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


healing  just  as  Jesus  and  his 
disciples  healed  many  by  laying 
hands  on  the  sick  and  praying 
for  God's  healing  power  to  re- 
lieve the  pain.  We  believe  in 
the  laying  on  of  hands  as  we  set 
aside  workers  in  the  church, 
deacons,  ministers,  elders,  etc., 
because  the  handclasp  has  car- 
ried a  sense  of  assurance  ever 
since  Jesus  laid  hands  on  many 
during  his  life  here  on  earth. 

We  believe  in  observing  the 
Lord's  Supper  very  much  in  the 
same  way  it  was  held  in  the  up- 
per room  by  Jesus  and  the  dis- 
ciples. We  wash  one  another's 
feet  as  proof  of  our  love  and 
humility,  we  eat  together  to 
strengthen  our  fellowship  and 
we  drink  of  the  cup  and  eat  of 
the  broken  bread  as  Jesus  com- 
manded so  that  we  may  each 
come  a  little  closer  to  Christ. 

We  believe  in  striving  toward 
Christian   ideals    and   being   as 


nearly  Christian  in  all  ways  as 
is  possible  for  us  to  be.  We  grant 
that  perfection  is  unattainable  to 
the  most  of  us  but  we  do  not 
accept  this  as  an  excuse  for  be- 
ing lazy  or  dilatory  Christians. 
The  Bible  is  ever  held  up  as  our 
Guidebook  and  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  urges  the  daily 
study  of  this  Book  and  the  em- 
ployment of  prayer  as  the  best 
method  of  obtaining  spiritual 
guidance. 

To  me  personally  the  word 
self-control  embodies  more  to- 
ward making  a  true  Christian 
than  almost  any  other.  A  hu- 
man being  does  not  develop  into 
a  great  leader,  a  good  citizen  or 
a  good  Christian  just  by  chance. 
A  life  blooms  into  all  that  is  best 
and  respectable  as  the  mind  con- 
trols the  actions  of  the  body. 
Self-control  is  an  art  and  when 
gracefully  administered  pre- 
sents a  beautiful  life. 


derstanding  and  goodwill  be- 
tween our  two  countries." 

From  September  of  last  year 
until  January  of  this  year  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  teach  Ameri- 
can group  work  methods  and 
ideals  to  Japanese  youth  lead- 
ers. I  was  working  in  the  Jap- 
anese education  program  being 
sponsored  by  the  United  States 
government.  During  the  time  I 
spent  in  Japan  I  got  to  know 
approximately  300  youth  leaders 
who  were  representatives  of 
Y.M.C.A.'s  Y.W.C.A.'s,  Boy  and 
Girl  Scouts,  Seinen  Dons,  and 
government  offices.  About  fifty 
students  at  a  time  come  to  Kyoto 
or  Fukuoka  to  attend  ten-day 
institutes. 

A  host  of  impressions  crowd  in 
on  me  as  I  think  of  the  events 
that  I  witnessed  in  Japan.  It  was 
brought  home  to  me  clearly  on 
numerous  occasions  that  the 
American  culture  is  having  an 
extremely  strong  impact  on  the 
Japanese  culture.  When  Japan 
was  defeated  a  large  number  of 
individuals,  particularly  younger 
persons,  felt  that  they  should 
now  get  rid  of  many  old  tradi- 
tions and  customs  and  adopt 
American  ways.  Among  some  of 
these  people  this  belief  attained 
such  wide  popularity  that  they 
seemed  to  lose  their  sense  of  dis- 
crimination  between   good   and 


bad.  They  were  accepting  any 
American  pattern.  This  con- 
cerned thoughtful  Americans 
who  recognized  that  some  of 
our  behavior  patterns  were  not 
desirable. 

Observing  this  desire  for 
American  ideas  leads  me  to  agree 
with  E.  Stanley  Jones.  Dr.  Jones 
feels  that  the  opportunities  in 
Japan  for  the  dissemination  of 
Christian  gospel  are  unparal- 
leled in  history.  It  appears  to 
me  that  there  is  not  only  an  op- 
portunity but  a  responsibility. 
I  am  sobered  by  the  realization 
that  America  will  be  represented 
in  Japan  primarily  by  commer- 
cial and  governmental  workers 
if  Christian  organizations  fail  to 
meet  the  challenge.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly unfortunate  that  most 
religious  groups  seem  to  be 
faced  with  financial  conditions 
which  do  not  allow  for  expand- 
ing fields  of  activity. 

Another  thing  which  im- 
pressed me  was  the  feeling  of 
friendship  that  most  Japanese 
seemed  to  have  for  the  Ameri- 
cans. It  took  some  weeks  before 
I  was  convinced  that  the  ex- 
pressed feelings  were  sincere.  I 
now  know  that  most  Japanese 
people  do  not  hold  hate  and  bit- 
terness in  their  hearts  toward 
the  people  who  fire-bombed  Tok- 
yo  and  atom-bombed  Nagasaki 


and  Hiroshima.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  my  observations  in  my 
own  country  indicate  that  many 
Americans  do  not  feel  as  friend- 
ly toward  the  Japanese. 

One  Japanese  college  profes- 
sor expressed  it  this  way,  "We 
Japanese  people  were  confident 
that  we  would  win.  It  came  as 
a  great  shock  to  us  when  the 
emperor  announced  that  the  war 
was  over  and  we  were  defeated. 
As  many  of  us  now  look  back 
on  it  we  feel  the  atom  bomb  is 
all  that  saved  us  from  complete 
destruction.  Our  military  lead- 
ers were  prepared  to  defend  the 
islands  foot  by  foot  and  lose  in- 
numerable people  in  so  doing. 
The  atom  bomb  seemed  to  shock 
them  to  their  senses  and  allowed 
the  war  to  terminate."  Some  of 
the  Japanese  Christians  seem  to 
feel  happy,  however,  that  it  was 
not  their  country  that  has  the 
moral  responsibility  for  drop- 
ping the  atom  bombs. 

There  was  only  one  answer  I 
could  give  to  the  thoughtful 
young  fellow  in  Kyoto  who 
asked,  "Why  doesn't  America 
send  us  more  people  who  un- 
derstand us  and  who  want  to 
help  us  learn  better  ways  of  liv- 
ing? Why  is  it  that  so  often  you 
just  send  more  soldiers,  many 
of  whom  do  not  seem  to  care 
about  us?"  I  had  to  tell  him  that 
he  was  seeing  the  great  paradox 
of  America.  We  willingly  sacri- 
fice and  spend  for  war  but  we 
cannot  see  the  value  of  investing 
for  peace. 

•     •     • 

"Let  love  be  genuine;  hole  what 
is  evil,  hold  fast  to  what  is  good; 
love  one  another  in  showing  hon- 
or. Never  flag  in  zeal,  be  aglow 
with  the  Spirit,  serve  the  Lord.  Re- 
joice in  your  hope,  be  patient  in 
tribulation,  be  constant  in  prayer. 
Contribute  to  the  needs  of  the 
saints,  practice  hospitality.  .  .  . 

"Live  in  harmony  with  one  an- 
other; do  not  be  haughty,  but  as- 
sociate with  the  lowly;  never  be 
conceited.  ...  If  possible,  so  far 
as  it  depends  upon  you,  live 
peaceably  with  all"  (R.S.V.). 
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A  Brave  New  Christian  Enterprise 


illiilBH*' 


THE  defeat  and  occupation 
of  Japan  has  created  an  op- 
portunity for  Christianity- 
such  as  seldom,  if  ever,  has  ex- 
isted in  any  country  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world."  This  sweep- 
ing statement  has  been  made  by 
a  Protestant  missionary  who 
spent  years  of  Christian  service 
in  Japan  and  suffered  a  long  in- 
carceration in  a  Japanese  prison. 

Another  competent  observer, 
the  chief  of  the  division  of  the 
allied  occupation  which  is  clos- 
est to  the  inner  life  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Japan,  has  said  that  from 
five  to  seven  per  cent  of  the 
Japanese  were  ready  to  accept 
the  Christian  faith. 

At  this  most  opportune  time 
in  history,  eleven  evangelical  de- 
nominations in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  including  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  have 
joined  hands  and  pooled  their 
resources  to  erect  in  Japan  a 
great  living  symbol  of  their  faith 
in  Christian  education — an  inter- 
national university  which  in  the 
words  of  its  constitution  is  dedi- 
cated  to   "the   advancement   of 


10 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


the  Japanese  people  through 
democratic  education  based  on 
Christian  principles." 

The  International  Christian 
University  will  open  in  April 
1951  on  a  350-acre  tract  near 
Tokyo.  It  will  be  governed  by 
a  board  of  twenty-three  Japa- 
nese and  American  Christian 
men  and  women,  and  as  its  chair- 
man it  will  have  Kiyoshi  Toga- 
saki,  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Brethren  Church  and  the 
publisher  of  Japan's  outstanding 
English  newspaper,  the  Nippon 
Times.  Its  faculty,  now  being  as- 
sembled, will  be  made  up  of 
about  forty  professed  Christian 
teachers.  Its  immediate  program 
will  be  the  training  on  the  gradu- 
ate level  of  college  teachers  to 
fill  the  persistent  and  urgent 
need  for  persons  educated  under 
Christian  auspices  and  in  the 
democratic  tradition. 

To  head  this  brave,  new  enter- 
prise the  trustees  have  elected 
Japan's  outstanding  Christian 
leader,  scientist  and  educator, 
Dr.  Hachiro  Yuasa,  who  is  cur- 
rently the  president  of  Doshisha, 
Japan's  oldest  Christian  univer- 
sity. 


Harold   B.   Allen 

The  Japan  International  Christian  Univer- 
sity  Foundation,   New   York,   N.   Y. 


Dr.  Yuasa's  life  has  been  a 
fabulous  one.  A  third  genera- 
tion Christian,  he  migrated  to 
America  as  a  youth  of  seventeen, 
where  after  a  hard  fight  for 
livelihood,  he  was  admitted  to 
Kansas  State  College  in  1915  and 
later  completed  his  university 
training  and  won  his  doctor's  de- 
gree at  the  University  of  Illinois. 
Returning  to  Japan  in  1924  to 
accept  a  Number  one  position  on 
the  science  faculty  at  Kyoto  Im- 
perial University,  Yuasa  soon 
became  known  as  a  world  au- 
thority on  insect  life.  He  gave 
up  this  professorship  in  1935  to 
become  president  of  Doshisha. 
For  four  years  he  battled  a  rising 
tide  of  militarism  which  finally 
forced  him  to  resign  and  flee  his 
country.  For  eight  long  years, 
separated  from  home  and  fam- 
ily, he  was  technically  an  alien 
enemy  in  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing this  period  he  labored  to  in- 
terpret to  his  fellow  countrymen 
in  detention  camps  the  message 
of  Christian  love.  Repatriated  to 
Japan  in  1946,  Yuasa  returned  to 
the  presidency  of  Doshisha.  Then 
in  July  1949,  he  was  called  by  a 
unanimous  voice  of  the  board  to 
be  the  first  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Christian  University. 

In  coming  months  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  be 
called  upon  to  provide  funds  to 
help  build  and  endow  the  first 
units  of  the  university's  pro- 
gram. Already  Japan  has  set  the 
pace  by  oversubscribing  its  quota 
of  150,000,000  yen  (about  $420,- 
000).  Now  the  Japanese  people 
are  looking  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  to  fulfill  their  part 
of  this  undertaking.  A  nation- 
wide fund  campaign  for  $10,000,- 
000  has  been  announced. 


THE  amazing,  appalling  and 
unexpected  situation  in 
which  we  find  our  world 
just  now,  certainly  calls  for  a 
sincere  searching  of  heart  on 
the  part  of  every  Christian. 

The  long-time  delusion  of  in- 
evitable progress  through  the 
marvelous  discoveries  of  science 
and  the  ridicule  of  the  Biblical 
prophecy  of  a  catastrophic  end- 
ing of  our  boasted  civilization 
have  given  place  to  something 
very  different.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary here  to  repeat  the  alarming 
statements  of  the  very  scientists 
who  have  been  responsible  for 
casting  the  dark  shadow  which 
hangs  today  over  our  world.  In 
view  of  such  frank  statements, 
however,  the  wishful  thinking 
of  a  few  radio  commentators  is 
much  like  the  whistling  of  the 
small  boy  to  keep  up  his  cour- 
age. Serious-minded  men  can  no 
longer  evade  facing  the  facts, 
though  they  shatter  opinions 
which  they  have  long  held. 

Whatever  the  obligations  of 
men  in  political  life  and  how- 
ever we  react  to  their  decisions, 
it  is  very  clear  that  there  is  one 
supreme  obligation  resting  upon 
all  Christians,  namely,  to  put 
themselves  in  such  relation  to 
God  that  they  may  be  heard  of 
him,  and  to  learn  what  to  ask 
for  in  this  tragic  hour. 

Assuming  that  we  know  that 
if  we  regard  iniquity  in  our 
hearts  the  Lord  will  not  hear  us 
and  that  unless  we  are  con- 
cerned only  for  the  will  of  God 
it  is  useless  to  pray,  we  may  then 
inquire  what  form  our  petitions 
may  take. 

Perhaps  our  first  concern 
should  be  to  ascertain  the  will 
of  God.  How  many  of  our 
prayers  miss  the  mark  because 
we  assume  that  we  know  the 
will  of  God,  when  a  careful 
study  of  the  Scriptures  would 
reveal  how  far  we  are  from 
knowing  his  will?  It  is  so  easy 
"to  be  wise  above  that  which 
is  written,"  that  we  would  do 
well  first  to  pause  and  obey  the 
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command  to  search  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  wisest  of  men  have 
long  since  conceded  that  in  the 
Scriptures  we  have  the  only  de- 
pendable revelation  of  the  will 
of  God.  This  we  do  well  to  re- 
member, no  matter  what  our  at- 
tainment of  human  learning. 

If  Christians  are  to  heed  the 
often  repeated  admonition, 
"Fear  not,"  while  living  in  the 
midst  of  a  world  that  is  over- 
whelmed with  "a  certain  fearful 
looking  for  of  judgment  and 
fiery  indignation  which  shall  de- 
vour the  adversaries,"  they  must 
assuredly  set  their  trust  in  the 
unfailing  Word  of  the  Lord, 
whose  word  endureth  forever. 
They  must  know  the  promises 
of  that  Word  and  plead  them  in 
prayer.  Can  we  come  humbly 
enough  to  admit  that  we  do  not 
know  what  we  should  pray  for 
as  we  ought?  Can  we  come  with 
the  God-given  wisdom  that  is 
willing  to  concede  that  since  ho- 
ly men  of  old  spoke  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  it  is 
not  a  thing  incredible  that  this 
same  Spirit  moves  the  minds  of 
godly  men  to  utter  the  words  of 
divine  revelation  when  they  lift 
their  hearts  to  God? 

How  then  may  we  venture  to 
pray  in  this  crisis  time  of  the 
human  race?  Would  it  be  amiss 
to  hold  before  the  Lord  the 
statement  of  his  own  Word  that 
"the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the 
fulness  thereof,  the  world  and 
they  that  dwell  therein,"  and 
plead  his  mercy  upon  his  own 
creation,  and  his  power  (greater 
than  any  other  in  heaven  or  in 
earth)  to  stay,  in  his  own  way, 
the  construction  of  all  these 
weapons  of  destruction? 

If  the  silver  and  the  gold  are 
his,  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thou- 
sand hills,  should  we  not  confess 


our  sin  of  holding  them  in  own- 
ership instead  of  stewardship, 
and  promise  him  greater  faith- 
fulness, not  in  the  future,  but  at 
once?  Must  our  missionaries 
feel  impelled  to  give  two  tenths 
while  we  use  God's  money  not 
for  the  necessities  of  life,  but 
for  worse  than  useless  luxuries 
and  pleasures? 

Can  we  not  join  Abraham  in 
the  assurance  that  the  judge  of 
all  the  earth  will  do  right,  and 
implore  him  who  came  to  de- 
stroy the  works  of  the  devil,  to 
hold  back  from  our  world  these 
demon- inspired  destructions? 

Very  humbly,  my  brethren,  do 
I  submit  these  suggestions,  in 
the  assurance  that  as  you  search 
the  Scriptures  you  will  find  the 
mind  of  Christ  and  the  Father 
for  this  very  hour.  Lift  your 
eyes  from  Washington  and  from 
Moscow  and  from  the  United 
Nations  to  the  city  of  God,  to 
him  who  is  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  interceding  for  us  now.  Let 
us  cease  from  man  whose  breath 
is  in  his  nostrils  and  humble  our- 
selves under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God.  This  is  an  hour  not  for 
more  conventions  or  for  more 
uninspired  talk.  It  is  an  hour  to 
wait  upon  God  and  to  pray  with- 
out ceasing.  It  is  an  hour  to 
correct  our  own  lives  and  to  be- 
lieve and  prove  the  Word  that 
says:  "If  my  people,  which  are 
called  by  my  name,  shall  hum- 
ble themselves,  and  pray,  and 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from 
their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I 
hear  from  heaven,  and  will  for- 
give their  sin,  and  will  heal  their 
land."  Perhaps  the  hour  is  here 
when  we  should  pray  more  ear- 
nestly for  the  coming  of  our 
Lord. 
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THE  Hymnal  Committee, 
authorized  by  the  1943  An- 
nual Conference  to  publish 
a  new  hymnal,  has  just  about 
completed  its  assignment.  The 
material  is  with  the  platemak- 
ers,  and  if  nothing  unforeseen 
interferes  the  new  hymnal 
should  be  ready  for  distribution 
within  the  next  twelve  or  fifteen 
months. 

The  committee  gave  five  years 
of  conscientious  work  to  this  as- 
signment. All  the  members  of 
the  committee  held  to  one  pri- 
mary ideal;  namely,  that  next  to 
the  Bible,  in  importance,  is  the 
church's  hymnal.  The  Bible  is 
our  textbook.  It  contains  the 
Word  of  God  and  reveals  his  plan 
of  redemption  for  mankind.  The 
hymnal  is  the  handbook  of  wor- 
ship. Its  purpose  is  to  provide 
forms  and  outlines  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  the  Father,  and  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  Savior.  There 
are  very  few  avenues  of  ap- 
proach to  almighty  God  more 
productive  of  a  deep  spiritual  ap- 
preciation than  through  the  sing- 
ing of  the  great  hymns  of  Chris- 
tendom. 

It  is  true  that  the  Psalms  were 
essentially  the  hymnal  for  the 
Hebrew  people.  But  these  we 
have  never  learned  to  sing  or 
chant  as  the  Jews  used  them. 
And  since  singing  is  so  vital  a 
part  of  all  of  our  worship,  it  is 
important  that  the  church  has 
hymns  and  music  suitable  for 
the  large  variety  of  occasions  of 
worship.  This  the  committee 
kept  in  mind  throughout  all  of 
its  work.  Consequently,  the  new 
hymnal  will  contain  a  wide  range 
of  hymns  suitable  for  all  of  the 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song; 
For    he    hath    done    marvellous 

things.  .  .  . 
Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord. 

church's  program  throughout  the 
entire  year. 

The  Hymnal  Committee  in 
one  of  its  first  meetings  decided 
that  the  new  hymnal  should  be 
an  all-purpose  hymnal  for  the 
church.  With  this  aim  in  view 
the  committee  arranged  so  that 
the  new  hymnal  will  have  selec- 
tions appropriate  for  the  observ- 
ance of  love  feast  and  the 
ordinances  associated  with  it, 
baptism,  anointing,  the  seasons 
and  holidays  of  the  year. 

The  great  causes  of  the  church, 
such  as  missions,  ministry,  evan- 
gelism, education  and  service  are 
also  reflected  in  the  hymnal. 
There  are  also  many  selections 
suitable  for  age  group  emphases. 

Another  important  section  in 
the  new  hymnal  will  be  that  de- 
voted to  gospel  songs.  There  is  a 
considerable  interest  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  which 
seemed  important  enough  to 
warrant  the  inclusion  of  a  rather 
large  number  of  hymns  which 
are  more  definitely  suitable  for 
evangelistic  appeal.  Many  of 
these  songs  were  omitted  from 
earlier  hymnals  of  the  church. 
Many  of  these  found  a  warm 
welcome  when  they  appeared  in 
Kingdom  Songs  I  and  II,  and  the 


Hymns  of  Praise.  The  churches 
which  used  these  books  will  find 
many  of  the  choice  numbers 
from  these  volumes  in  the  new 
hymnal,  under  a  section  called 
Songs  of  Salvation. 

To  quote  from  the  Preface  of 
the  Common  Prayer  written  in 
1789  in  Philadelphia,  "and  now, 
this  important  work  being 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  whole  will  be  re- 
ceived and  examined  by  every 
true  member  of  our  church,  and 
every  sincere  Christian,  with  a 
meek,  candid,  and  charitable 
frame  of  mind;  without  preju- 
dice or  prepossessions;  seriously 
considering  what  Christianity 
is,  and  what  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  are;  and  earnestly  be- 
seeching almighty  God  to  ac- 
company with  his  blessing  every 
endeavor  for  promulgating  them 
to  mankind  in  the  clearest, 
plainest,  most  affecting  and 
majestic  manner,  for  the  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Savior." 

The  section  devoted  to  Wor- 
ship Aids  will  contain  a  large 
variety  of  responsive  readings, 
invocations,  benedictions,  offer- 
tories, responses,  litanies  and 
calls  to  worship.  All  of  them 
have  been  selected  for  their  wor- 
ship value. 

It  is  the  sincere  hope  and 
prayer  of  every  member  of  the 
committee  which  worked  ear- 
nestly for  more  than  five  years  in 
preparing  this  new  hymnal,  that 
the  congregations  throughout  the 
Brotherhood  will  early  use  this 
new  book  as  a  guide  in  our  wor- 
ship of  almighty  God,  our  Father, 
to  his  glory  through  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Savior,  by  the  help  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 


The  Pasadena  Query* 

Paul  Mohler 

Pasadena,  California 

PASADENA  Church  of  the 
Brethren  petitions  Annual  Con- 
ference through  district  con- 
ference to  provide  for  the  initiation 
and  promotion  of  a  campaign  to 
make  all  the  people  conscious  of 
the  importance  of  building  goodwill 
toward  other  nationals  and  in  other 
nationals  toward  us  as  the  only 
sound  basis  for  lasting  peace. 

"We  ask  that  all  other  churches 
be  urged  to  join  in  an  organized, 
united  effort  to  reach  the  minds  of 
the  people  through  every  avenue, 
especially  through  schools. 

"We  ask  that  until  better  ways 
are  found  for  building  goodwill,  this 
campaign  should  actively  advocate 
the  general  public  support  of  the 
best  foreign  relief  projects. 

"We  ask  that  this  campaign  be 
organized  and  set  into  action  as  soon 
as  is  possible  so  as  to  take  advantage 
of  the  need  for  great  relief  in  so 
many  places,  and  the  consequent 
opportunity  for  building  goodwill." 

This  petition  was  passed  by  unan- 
imous vote  by  both  the  Pasadena 
church  and  by  district  conference, 
to  come  before  our  next  Annual 
Conference.  What  follows  is  meant 
for  clarification. 

There  are  two  forces  that  can  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  nations  to 
keep  them  from  going  to  war — mili- 
tary power  and  goodwill.  Our  na- 
tion must  choose  which  it  will 
employ  if  we  are  to  be  free  from 
war.  At  the  present  time,  our  na- 
tional leaders  are  all  out  for  stop- 
ping aggression  by  means  of  a 
superior  military  force.  They  have 
the  public  eye  and  ear  and  unlim- 
ited access  to  the  public  purse.  The 
way  of  the  church — from  its  begin- 
ning—  is  to  create  goodwill.  When 
Paul  said,  "If  thine  enemy  hunger, 
feed  him;  if  he  thirst,  give  him  to 
drink"  (Rom.  12:20),  he  set  the 
Christian  pattern  for  security;  but 
we  hear  very  little  about  it  now. 

The  petition  here  presented  is  de- 
signed to  raise  the  issue  between 
the  way  of  the  world  and  the  way 
of  the  church,  in  the  hope  that  the 
way  of  the  church  can  be  so  skill- 
fully, powerfully  and  perseveringly 
presented  that  it  will  eventually 
prevail.  It  is  not  enough  for  peace- 
makers to  wait  until  war  starts, 
then  refuse  to  fight.  We  must  do 
all  in  our  power  to  prevent  wars. 
It  is  certainly  in  the  power  of  a 
united  church  to  bring  the  issue 
before    the    people    so    clearly    that 
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they  can  choose  intelligently  be- 
tween the  two  ways. 

The  query  is  loosely  drawn  so 
that  Conference  can  move  freely 
and  as  far  in  any  direction  as  the 
situation  may  demand.  It  should  be 
noted  that,  while  relief  projects  are 
suggested  as  means  of  creating 
goodwill,  relief  is  not  the  ultimate 
end  sought.  Government  contribu- 
tions give  relief,  but  seldom  create 
goodwill.  The  people  feel  that 
Marshall  Plan  relief  has  a  power- 
politics  purpose,  and  they  fear  it. 
It  does  not  build  goodwill  in  the 
taxpayer  who  gives  it.  It  is  only 
where  goodwill  on  both  sides  results 
from  relief  projects  that  the  pro- 
posed campaign  can  support  them. 

Schools  are  given  especial  promi- 
nence as  avenues  through  which  to 
work,  for  obvious  reasons.  The  chil- 
dren are  vitally  interested  because 
total  warfare  threatens  everything 
that  life  holds  in  store  for  them. 
They  should  be  trained  and  exer- 
cised in  establishing  goodwill  with 
other  nationals  as  the  most  impor- 
tant phase  of  their  education.  If 
they  do  not  develop  that,  they  will 
not  live  long  enough  to  enjoy  the 
other  things  they  may  learn.  Fur- 
thermore, it  is  only  through  school 
children  that  many  nonchurchgoing 
people  can  be  reached. 

It  may  not  be  easy  to  unite  all 
the  churches  in  this  project,  but 
all  are  needed  to  create  enough  in- 
ternational goodwill  to  prevent 
wars.  Any  movement  to  get  into 
public  schools  must  be  truly  inter- 
denominational and  with  enough 
united  church  influence  to  overcome 
the  inertia  or  opposition  of  resistent 
school  administrators.  In  calling  the 
churches  into  such  unity,  a  small 
denomination  that  is  universally 
trusted  as  an  unselfish  worker  for 
righteousness  can  do  more  than  a 
large  denomination  that  is  feared 
or  envied  by  others.  I  think  that 
our  church  is  ideal  for  this  purpose. 

This  is  a  long-range  project.  It 
may  not  affect  present  crises  be- 
tween the  great  nations.  For  that, 
it  should  have  been  in  full  blast 
fifty  or  more  years  ago.  But  it  may 
save  our  lives  from  destruction  by 
some  small,  hungry,  envious,  resent- 
ful nation  that  in  desperation  may 
employ  some  form  of  bacteriological 
warfare  that  our  scientists  now  say 
is  available  to  them.  That  would  be 
far  worse  than  the  atomic  bomb  and 
more  difficult  to  trace  to  its  source. 
Only  goodwill  can  provide  lasting 
peace,  and  goodwill  must  embrace 
all  people,  great  and  small.  As  long 
as  any  people  fear  and  envy  us,  we 
are  in  great  danger. 


Of  course,  the  giving  of  relief  is 
not  the  only  way  to  build  goodwill, 
but  it  is  the  least  expensive  and 
most  effective  way  where  relief  is 
needed.  This  petition  asks  for  im- 
mediate action  —  while  great  need 
still  exists.  We  hope  that  no  weak- 
ness in  the  petition  will  prevent  the 
launching  of  a  great  campaign  to 
back  the  Prince  of  Peace  in  his 
efforts  to  create  peace  on  earth 
through  goodwill  among  men. 

Conference  Business 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
recommends  to  the  1950  Annual 
Conference,  through  Standing  Com- 
mittee, the  approval  of  the  following 
paper  as  a 

Statement  on  Position  and  Practices 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Re- 
lation to  the  Race  Problem 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  urges 
its  members  and  all  other  Christians 
to  give  attention  to  the  cause  of 
love  and  justice  toward  those  who 
belong,  by  reason  of  their  ancestry, 
to  minorities  denied  rights  and  priv- 
ileges which  all  people  equally  de- 
serve. Thus  far  the  church  has  been 
slow  to  speak  with  a  prophetic  voice 
on  this  question.  Our  American  con- 
gregations have  only  a  few  scattered 
members  from  other  races  than  our 
own.  Our  efforts  in  behalf  of  better 
interracial  relations  have  been 
largely  limited  to  occasional  casual 
pronouncements  in  resolutions. 
There  is  an  embarrassing  possibility 
that  secular  organizations  may  at 
present  be  more  active  in  sensitizing 
the  public  conscience  at  this  point 
than  the  church  itself. 

I.  THE  EXTENT  OF  THE  PROB- 
LEM 

Our  largest  racial  minority  con- 
sists of  fifteen  million  Negroes 
whose  ancestors  were  brought  to 
this  country  against  their  will.  The 
list  of  discriminations  and  injustices 
directed  against  them  is  a  long  one. 
They  suffer  denial  of  the  right  to 
vote,  of  adequate  educational  oppor- 
tunities, of  decent  health  and  hous- 
ing facilities,  and  of  common  courte- 
sies in  shops,  trains  and  places  of 
entertainment.  They  are  excluded 
from  various  desirable  occupations 
and  residential  areas.  They  do  not 
enjoy  the  full  protection  of  our  laws 
and  our  courts  of  justice.  They  are 
subjected  from  time  to  time  to  mob 
violence  in  lynchings  and  race  riots. 

It  is  true  that  these  conditions  are 
not  universal  and  that  they  are 
showing  some  signs  of  improvement. 
Neither  are  they  to  be  blamed  on 
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certain  sections  of  the  country.  Yet, 
the  total  effect  of  these  conditions 
is  still  such  that  many  peoples  from 
other  parts  of  the  world  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  other  than  the 
white  race  are  pointing  accusing 
fingers  at  us.  Our  country  and  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  share  the 
unhappy  distinction  of  maintaining 
the  sharpest  color  lines  in  the  world. 
American  missionaries  are  pressed 
ever  harder  to  explain  why  these 
conditions  exist  in  the  country 
which  does  so  much  to  preach  the 
Christian  way  elsewhere.  Non- 
Christian  groups  capitalize  on  this 
situation  in  their  propaganda. 

The  other  minority  races  in  the 
United  States  are  smaller  in  num- 
ber, and  their  sufferings  are  not  as 
uniformly  prevalent.  Yet  in  certain 
localities  and  circumstances  they 
are  equally  serious.  Spanish-speak- 
ing people,  especially  the  recent  ar- 
rivals from  Mexico  in  our  south- 
western states,  share  many  of  the 
experiences  of  the  Negro.  Persons 
of  Chinese  and  Japanese  ancestry 
have  also  been  subjected  to  them. 
Our  country's  recent  disgraceful 
treatment  of  our  Japanese  Ameri- 
cans is  vivid  in  our  memories.  Our 
American  Indians,  although  they 
lived  in  this  land  long  before  the 
white  people  came,  also  continue  to 
suffer  discriminations  and  restric- 
tions. Perhaps  the  most  serious  fac- 
tor in  their  situation  is  the  result 
of  their  long  and  once  compulsory 
residence  on  reservations  where 
they  could  not  live  normal,  self- 
reliant  lives. 

Although  the  Jews  are  not  actu- 
ally a  distinct  race,  they  are  quite 
commonly  regarded  as  such  and  are 
frequently  treated  as  undesirable 
strangers  among  us.  Efforts  are 
made  to  exclude  them  from  attrac- 
tive forms  of  employment,  from 
some  of  our  important  educational 
institutions,  and  from  certain  de- 
sirable places  of  residence.  There 
is  evidence  of  a  rising  tide  of  anti- 
Semitism  in  this  country,  an  ironical 
situation  when  we  recall  that  one 
of  our  serious  charges  against  Nazi 
Germany  was  that  Jews  were  mis- 
treated there. 

II.  CHRISTIAN  PRINCIPLES  ON 
RACE 
We,  must  evaluate  our  racial  at- 
titudes in  the  light  of  Christian  prin- 
ciples. There  is  nothing  in  the  New 
Testament  to  indicate  that  God  ex- 
tends less  of  his  love  or  less  of  his 
yearning  desire  for  reconciliation  to 
one  race  than  to  another.  "Whoso- 
ever   will"    may    avail    himself    of 


God's  love  (John  3:  16;  Rev.  22:  17). 
Jesus  rebuked  the  Jews  for  racial 
exclusiveness  and  reminded  them  of 
cases  where  "outsiders"  were  close 
to  God  (Luke  4:26-27;  10:33-35). 
Peter  learned  that  in  every  nation 
there  were  righteous  people  accept- 
able to  God  (Acts  10:34-35).  Paul 
told  the  Athenians  that  all  men  are 
God's  offspring  (Acts  17:  26-29). 

Salvation  is  not  a  matter  of  race. 
There  are  saved  and  lost  persons 
in  all  races.  Christians  are  deter- 
mined not  by  birth  but  by  rebirth. 
Furthermore,  it  is  every  Christian's 
duty  to  lead  as  many  people  to 
Christ  as  he  can,  and  we  cannot  lead 
people  to  Christ  unless  we  deal  with 
them  in  the  fullest  spirit  of  love. 
It  is  clear,  then,  that  even  in  the 
case  of  the  unsaved  from  other 
races,  Christians  have  not  the  slight- 
est excuse  for  treating  them  unjust- 
ly or  in  an  unbrotherly  fashion.  It 
is  our  duty  to  love  them  and  so 
seek  to  win  them. 

The  ideal  of  democracy  is  in  ac- 
cord with  these  Christian  principles 
where  it  holds  that  all  men  deserve 
equal  rights  and  privileges.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  asserts 
that  "all  men  are  created  free  and 


equal."  The  new  Universal  Declara-  j 
tion    of   Human    Rights    specifically  j 
guarantees  its  rights  and  freedoms  ! 
without  distinctions  such  as  race  or 
color.   But  Americans  have  thus  far   I 
failed  to  live  up  to  this  lofty  idea,  (• 
and  the  democracy  which  we  pro-  I 
fess  remains  unconvincing  to  those  It 
large  portions   of  the   world  where  j 
people  have  darker  skins. 

Modern  science,  whose  search  fori 
truth    is    in    accord    with    Christian  j 
principles,    makes    race    discrimina-  j 
tions      wholly     untenable.      Unfair  L 
treatment  for  the  Negro  has   often  I; 
been  justified  by  the  claim  that  hisB 
abilities  are  inferior.   But  extensive  j 
scientific    research   has    now    estab-j 
lished  the  fact  that  there  is  no  sig-f, 
nificant  difference  among  the  vari-H 
ous   races   in   potential   ability.    AH 
have    the   same    average   of   abilityfe 
and  the  same  range  of  genius   and; 
stupidity. 

III.  THE   CHURCH'S   COMMIT- 
MENT 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  be-{ 
lieves    in    living    according    to    the 
New     Testament     principles.      We,| 
therefore,     commit     ourselves     un-fl 
hesitatingly   to  the   belief  that,   re-j 
gardless  of  race  or  ancestry,  all  mer 
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When   worship   is   not   acceptable 

Amos  came  out  of  the  hills  with  a 
startling  message  for  the  people  of 
Israel.  They  were  long  on  worship. 
They  killed  great  numbers  of  cattle; 
they  filled  the  temple  and  their 
places  of  worship  with  the  smell  of 
burning  flesh.  The  odor  of  blood 
pervaded  every  worship  ceremony. 

At  Gilgal  and  at  Bethel  they  had 
set  up  special  places  of  worship.  In 
the  sacred  groves  at  these  places, 
they  slaughtered  cattle  and  doves 
and  went  through  formal  rituals  of 
worship. 

Amos  told  them  that  God  had  said 
to  him,  "I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast 
days,  and  I  will  not  smell  in  your 
solemn  assemblies.  I  will  not  accept 
your  meat  offerings.  Take  away 
from  me  the  noise  of  your  songs." 
Their  music  was  probably  very 
beautiful.  Their  instruments  were 
polished  and  well  played.  Great  ex- 
pense was  poured  into  their  sacri- 
fices. Their  priests  knew  the  cere- 
monies well.  How  could  it  be  that 
this  offended  God  rather  than 
pleased  him? 

It   had   become   only   a   form.    It 


came  from  the  surface  and  not  fror 
the  heart.  This  kind  of  worship  Goc 
did  not  care  for. 
When    is    worship    acceptable? 

Amos  made  it  very  clear  that  wor  I 
ship  is  acceptable  only  when  it  flow:! 
from  worshipful  hearts.    He  made  it 
clear,  moreover,  that  God  cares  fo:l 
worshipful   words   only   when   then: 
flow  from  good  lives.    If  judgmen 
could    run     down    as    waters    an<[ 
righteousness    as   a   mighty   strear 
then   worship   would   not   be   some|< 
thing  which  is  added  on  the  outside 
but  it  would  well  up  with  deep  ex| 
pressions  from  the  inside.    Even  i|j 
it  were  not  accompanied  by  beauti 
ful  music  or  by  sacrifices,  but  werj 
only  the  groanings  of  the  spirit,  thip 
kind  of  worship  God  would  accep'J 
Do  we  worship  aright? 

This  is  a  question  very  appropriji 
ately  asked  at  this  time  in  the  lift 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Wl 
are  turning  to  more  litany  an| 
formality  in  worship.  Is  it  an  ea 
pression  from  our  hearts,  or  is 
only  something  added?  Litany  is  n<! 
wrong  if  it  gives  meaning  and  cor[ 
tent  to  a  heartfelt  love  for  God. 


deserve  equal  rights,  opportunities 
and  privileges  and  should  bear  re- 
sponsibility according  to  their  in- 
dividual capacities. 

We  acknowledge  that  we  have 
not  thus  far  done  our  best  to  put 
this  belief  into  action  and  that  even 
the  belief  itself  has  at  times  been 
weak.  For  this  we  should  be  deeply- 
penitent. 

We  realize  also  that  it  will  prove 
difficult  for  some  of  us  to  put  this 
belief  into  action  and  that  it  may 
take  time.  Training,  tradition  and 
custom,  sometimes  even  law,  may 
hinder.  We  affirm  our  fellowship 
and  brotherhood  with  any  who  en- 
counter such  difficulties.  We  recog- 
nize that  we  all  fall  short  of  our 
ideals  and  that  probably  none  of 
us  is  without  fault  in  our  social 
attitudes. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  urgent  that  we 
begin  at  once  to  practice  the  ideal 
of  interracial  justice  and  brother- 
hood. We  must  no  longer  allow  the 
difficulties  to  excuse  lack  of  effort 
or  the  need  of  time  to  justify  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  action. 

IV.  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR 
ACTION 

As  concrete  steps  we  recommend 
such  of  the  following  policies  as  are 
feasible  for  individuals  and  congre- 
gations: 

People  of  all  races  should  be  free- 
ly welcomed  into  the  membership 
of  any  and  all  congregations  with 
no  requirements  or  restrictions  oth- 
er than  those  ordinarily  asked  of 
anyone. 

Fellowship  in  pews  and  at  meals 
should  be   equally   available  to   all. 

Particular  attention  and  effort 
should  be  devoted  to  the  possibility 
of  extending  our  home  mission  work 
to  people  of  other  races.  Where  the 
territory  of  a  local  church  is  becom- 
ing predominantly  occupied  by  such 
people,  we  should  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity for  fellowship  and  service 
with  them. 

Special  efforts  should  be  made  to 
help  our  children,  young  people  and 
adults  make  the  acquaintance  of 
people  from  other  racial  groups. 
The  presence  of  such  people  in  our 
summer  camps  and  colleges  is  to 
be  commended.  They  should  not, 
however,  be  treated  as  curiosities. 
Race  differences  may  be  emphasized 
by  too  much  special  attention  as 
well  as  by  aloofness.  The  goal 
should  be  a  warm  but  natural 
friendship  and  understanding. 

Employers  will  do  well  to  make 
an  effort  to  include  representatives 
of  other  races  in  their  staffs,  but 
here  again  the  goal  of  a  natural 
relationship  should  be  kept  in  mind. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.   K.    Zeller.   Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Our  children's  friends  are  a  prob- 
lem. We  do  not  want  to  be  snob- 
bish, but  we  realize  lifetime  mates 
may  now  be  in  the  process  of  being 
chosen.  Dare  we  interfere  with  our 
sixteen-year-old  daughter's  choice 
of  a  boy  friend?  Or  with  our  son 
who  runs  around  with  a  fairly  fast 
crowd? 

Anxious  Parents. 


Dear  Parents, 

Personality  traits  are  in  the  proc- 
ess of  formation  from  the  moment 
of  the  conception  of  life.  The  first 
impressions  are  the  most  lasting. 
The  plastic  mind  of  a  small  child 
readily  shapes  itself  to  the  ideas  of 
those  surrounding  it.  With  growth 
and  maturity  ideas  can  become 
fixed. 

Sheer  honesty  would  require  me 
to  suggest  that  many  of  the  be- 
haviour patterns  in  your  children 
which  now  give  you  concern  are 
the  conscious  imitation  or  the  sub- 
conscious reaction  to  their  earlier 
association  with  their  parents. 
Therefore  "interference"  (i.e.  an  ab- 
rupt action  which  would  call  a  halt 
to  your  son's  speed  or  break  off  your 
daughter's  friendship)  is  probably 
unwise. 


I  would  urge  you  to  be  introspec- 
tive with  yourselves.  You  say  that 
you  do  not  want  to  be  snobbish. 
Are  you  concerned  that  your  daugh- 
ter's boy  friend  is  "beneath"  her? 
Very  probably  you  do  want  your 
son  to  be  popular  and  know  his  way 
around.  You  need  to  ask  yourself 
what  values  you  are  holding  up  be- 
fore your  children. 

Then  face  up  to  the  meaning  of 
life  together.  Discuss  what  you  want 
to  achieve  in  life  and  what  you  want 
your  children  to  achieve.  Consider 
with  them  what  happiness  is  and  the 
way  it  can  be  achieved.  These  discus- 
sions will  build  your  children's  con- 
fidence in  you  and  in  their  ability 
to  achieve  the  good  life.  Begin  the 
quest  for  the  better  life  as  a  family. 
Perhaps  later  you  can  widen  the 
circle  to  include  the  boy  friend  in 
question  and  the  fast  crowd.  In  a 
world  where  all  kinds  of  people  are 
bound  together  tightly  in  the  bun- 
dle of  life  you  must  have  a  concern 
for  all  children  as  well  as  for  your 
own. 

Parents  can  influence  children  to 
choose  better  friends  by  being  better 
pals  with  them.  The  problem  of  a 
child's  friends  is  tied  closely  to  the 
problem  of  a  child's  friendship  with 
his  parents. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Just  as  we  encourage  persons  of 
other  races  to  mingle  in  our  pre- 
dominantly white  groups,  so  we 
should  be  alert  for  opportunities  to 
enter  and  establish  fellowship  with 
groups  where  another  race  is  in 
the  majority. 

The  church  should  help  its  mem- 
bers to  understand  that  some  unde- 
sirable behavior  by  those  of  other 
races  is  as  inevitable  as  it  is  among 
the  white  people  and  that  the  racial 
group  as  a  whole  is  no  more  to  be 
blamed  for  it  than  the  white  race 
as  a  whole  is  to  blame  for  its  crim- 
inals and  disturbing  elements. 

Our  church  should  co-operate 
with  other  religious  bodies  and  with 
suitable  secular  organizations  in  ef- 
forts to  combat  race  prejudice.  The 
church  should  be  ready  to  protest 
when  discriminatory  laws  or  meas- 
ures are  directed  against  racial  mi- 
norities. It  should  give  active  sup- 
port to  wise  measures  safeguarding 
their  right  to  fair  treatment  in  em- 


ployment   and    the    other    concerns 
of  life. 

In  these  and  in  other  ways,  which 
will  become  apparent  as  we  look 
for  them  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  it  will  be  possible  to 
make  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  with  its 
message  of  a  loving  Father  and  a 
great  potential  Christian  family  an 
actuality  in  our  lives.  Let  us  be 
Brethren,  not  only  with  those  of  our 
own  immediate  circle,  but  with  an 
ever-widening  circle  of  those,  what- 
ever their  color  or  class  may  be, 
whom  God  loves. 


IN  COMING  ISSUES  OF  THE 
GOSPEL  MESSENGER  LOOK 
FOR  THESE— 

Articles  on  family  life  (May  6). 
Articles  on  rural  life  (May  20). 
Conference  Program. 
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Conference   Lodging 

Lodging  at  the  Grand  Rapids  Conference 
will  be  principally  in  private  homes  and  down- 
town hotels.  Grand  Rapids  has  few  auto  courts 
and  practically  no  trailer  parking  or  camping 
facilities. 

Accommodations  in  private  homes  are  plen- 
tiful at  $3.00  per  bed  per  night,  whether  one  or 
two  persons  to  a  bed.  Most  homes  are  some 
distance  from  the  auditorium  but  usually  close 
to  bus  lines.  The  downtown  area  has  parking 
meters  with  restrictions  from  9  to  5  o'clock  on 
week  days.  A  500-car  parking  lot  near  the 
auditorium  charges  50c  per  day.  Requests  for 
rooms  in  homes  should  be  sent  to  G.  Frank 
Whitwam,  Grand  Rapids  Convention  Bureau, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  Pantlind  Hotel  will  be  the  Conference 
hotel.  Examples  of  rates  are:  private  room 
with  bath,  $3.50  and  up;  double  with  bath,  $4.50 
and  up;  double  with  bath  and  twin  beds,  $6.50 
and  up.  The  hotel  will  place  extra  beds  in 
rooms  to  accommodate  larger  groups  at  rates 
ranging  from  $12.00  for  three  persons  to  $18.00 
for  eight.  Other  good  downtown  hotels  have 
similar  rates;  some  outlying  ones  are  cheaper. 
Requests  for  hotel  reservations  should  be  sent 
to  Edward  J.  Brunette,  Pantlind  Hotel,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Applications  blanks  for  lodging  reservations 
will  appear  in  next  week's  Gospel  Messenger. 


A.  Wayne  Carr  has  been  elected  as  delegate  to  the 
1950   Standing   Committee  from   Southern   Iowa. 

Bro.  Paul  Leckrone  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Liberty  Mills  church,  Ind.;  Conway  Bennett  was 
ordained  in  the  Little  Swatara  church,  Pa. 

A  copy  of  the  History  of  the  Brethren  in  Maryland, 
by  J.  M.  Henry,  is  desired.  If  you  have  a  copy  of 
which  you  would  like  to  dispose  please  write  Mrs.  J. 
S.  Teeter,  Taneytown,  Md. 

The  twentieth  annual  observance  of  Men  and  Mis- 
sions Sunday  will  occur  on  Sunday,  Nov.  12,  this  year. 
The  theme  of  the  Sunday  is  Men  for  the  Master's  Mis- 
sion. The  text  is  Rom.  10: 14-15. 

Glenn  Rohrer  of  Sparta,  N.  C,  says,  "...  I  truly 
appreciate  the  Gospel  Messenger  because  of  the  basic 
religious  themes  contained  in  the  editorials,  news,  per- 
sonals and  many  other  informational  and  encouraging 
articles.  May  the  Lord  bless  those  who  make  this  paper 
possible." 

Bertha  Spitzer  of  Broadway,  Va.,  writes  to  suggest 
that  during  this  Holy  Year  for  the  Catholics  all  of  us 
who  are  Protestants  should  pray  with  unusual  zealous- 
ness  that  all  people,  including  the  Catholics,  might  be 
led  into  a  true  understanding  of  God  and  the  way 
of'  Life  which  was  presented  to  us  through  his  Son, 
Jesus  Christ. 
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Upper  Deer  Creek  church,  Ind.,  will  dedicate  its 
new  house  of  worship  on  Sunday,  April  30.  It  will  be 
an  all-day  meeting  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. 

In  Norristown,  Pa.»  a  church  of  140  members  had 
a  per  capita  giving  of  $193.74  each.  It  was  a  Seventh- 
Day  Adventist  church.  That  is  a  good  bit  better  than 
most  other  Protestant  church  people  do. 

Dr.  Kagawa,  noted  Japanese  Christian,  will  visit  the 
United  States  beginning  July  15.  He  will  remain  in 
America  devoting  his  activities  to  the  United  Evan- 
gelistic  Advance    until   near    Christmas    time. 

A  copy  of  the  History  of  the  German  Baptist  Church, 
by  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  is  wanted.  If  you  have  one  you 
would  be  willing  to  dispose  of,  will  you  please  write 
Mrs.  Jacob  Ritchey,  R.  1,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.? 

The  following  were  licensed  to  the  ministry  recent- 
ly: Frank  Wimmer  in  the  Copper  Hill  church,  Va.; 
Dwight  Werking  in  the  Tampa  church,  Fla.;  Frank 
Galbraith  in  the  Bethany  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Henry  Jones,  Protestant  missionary  to  China,  sends 
encouraging  word  about  the  development  of  the 
Chinese  people  in  the  application  of  Christianity  to  life. 
It  is  his  belief  that  Christianity  might  achieve  a  new 
day  in  China  and  render  an  influence  hitherto  un- 
heard of. 

A  member  of  the  church  in  an  Eastern  state  sends 
$300  "...  for  use  in  sending  new  missionaries  to  the 
field."  We  commend  this  loyal  supporter  of  missions 
whose  name  did  not  accompany  this  liberal  gift.  Credit 
for  this  significant  sum  does  appear  though  in  the 
"bank"  of  heaven. 

Merlin  Clark  of  Boise  Valley,  Idaho,  writes  in  his 
bulletin,  "Subscriptions  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  will 
be  due  soon.  The  men's  work  are  in  charge  of  the 
project.  When  they  see  you  concerning  subscriptions, 
please  have  $2.00  ready.  We  must  have  100%  of  the 
families  taking  the  Messenger." 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Jesse  H. 
Ziegler,  professor  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  research  section.  At  the  same 
meeting  Raymond  R.  Peters,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  was  re-elected  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees. 

H.  C.  Spangler  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  has  written  to  the 
editors  of  the  Christian  Herald,  pointing  out  that  the 
term  conscientious  objector  was  a  term  fastened  by  the 
militarists  upon  Brethren  and  other  boys  who  set  out 
to  follow  the  way  of  peace.  The  Christian  boys  them- 
selves did  not  establish  that  term.  A  better  term  would 
be  peace  builders  or  peacemakers,  he  says. 

About  sixty-five  more  Brethren,  as  of  April  15,  can 
be  accepted  in  our  church's  quota  of  delegates  to  the 
midcentury  convention  on  Christian  Education  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  10-16.  Our  quota  should  be  filled 
by  June  23.  Lodging  may  be  hard  to  get  after  July  1. 
Laymen  are  not  only  eligible  but  desired.  Registra- 
tion fee  is  $7.50  per  individual  or  $10  for  husband  and 
wife.  Write  C.  Ernest  Davis,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111., 
for  information  leaflet   and  registration  form. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Curryville  church  in  the  Woodbury  congregation, 
Pa.,  burned  to  the  ground  on  April  12.  The  fire  had 
such  a  start  before  being  discovered  that  none  of  the 
contents  was  saved.    Harper  M.  Snavely  is  the  pastor. 

Since  1944,  more  than  11,000  cattle  have  been  shipped 
by  the  Heifer  Project  Committee  to  twenty  different 
countries.  Recently,  1,200  heifers  have  been  designated 
for  Germany.  They  are  in  process  of  being  gathered  and 
shipped. 

The  editor  of  the  Progressive  Farmer  recently  wrote 
and  printed  prominently  in  his  magazine  an  editorial 
calling  upon  his  readers  to  join  in  an  effort  to  bring 
about  disarmament  and  the  outlawing  of  atomic  bombs. 
He  said,  "Christian  churches  cannot  accept  in  silence 
the  prospect  of  mass  slaughter." 

Wanted:  man  and  wife  to  live  in  a  new  dormitory 
for  men  and  have  charge  of  housing  and  supervision 
of  men  in  college.  Full-time  position.  Reasonable  salary 
for  right  person.  If  interested,  write  C.  Ernest  Davis, 
Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission,  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  111. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  European  representative,  will  be  in 
the  Sandy  Creek  church,  W.  Va.,  on  May  5;  at  the  min- 
isterial and  Sunday-school  program  of  First  West  Vir- 
ginia during  the  day  of  May  6  and  at  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  in 
the  evening;  on  May  7  he  will  preach  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  Petersburg  church,  W.  Va.,  in  the  after- 
noon at  the  Beaver  Run  church,  W.  Va.,  and  in  the 
evening  in  the  Keyser  church,  W.  Va. 

The  Service  class  of  the  Sunnyslope  church  in 
Washington  has  succeeded  in  having  a  colorful  sign 
displayed  prominently  beside  one  of  the  highways 
which  leads  into  Wenatchee.  It  says,  "Cocktails  for 
two — Tombstones  for  you."  They  suggest  that  across 
America  Sunday-school  classes  might  erect  signs  com- 
bating our  growing  alcoholism.  In  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
police  made  2,147  arrests  during  1949.  Drunkenness  led 
the  list  with  990,  or  nearly  half  of  the  cases  involved. 
This  same  proportion  would  probably  hold  true  in  most 
other  American  cities. 


Manchester  College 

Carl  W.  HolL  who  has  been  dean  of  Manchester 
College  for  the  past  twenty-three  years,  has  resigned 
and  plans  to  return  to  full-time  teaching  as  head  of  the 
chemistry  department  in  September  of  1950.  Dr.  Holl 
has  served  long  and  well  and  retires  from  his  dean- 
ship  with  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  students 
and  faculty.  Earl  Garver,  professor  of  economics,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Holl  as  dean.  Dr.  Garver  is 
an  alumnus  of  Manchester  College  in  the  class  of  1933. 
He  secured  his  Ph.D.  at  Yale  in  1943.  He  has  had  various 
experiences  as  a  teacher  and  administrator,  and  for  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  head  of  the  department  of 
economics  at  Manchester.  During  this  time  he  has  won 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  students,  faculty,  and 
administration. 

The  trustees  of  the  college  in  their  meeting  on  April 
1  decided  to  complete  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
Winger  Memorial  arts  building,  and  to  let  the  con- 
tract as  soon  as  plans  can  be  carried  out.  It  is  the  hope 
that  work  may  begin  in  the  early  summer. 

Work  on  the  remodeled  old  dormitory  for   men  is 


nearing  completion.  It  is  hoped  that  most  if  not  all  the 
work  will  be  done  by  commencement. 

The  college  has  recently  purchased  a  new  Baldwin 
electric  organ  for  the  chapel  and  some  additional  fur- 
niture for  Calvin  Ulrey  Hall. 

R.  Emerson  Niswander  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been 
employed  to  teach  biology  at  Manchester,  succeeding 
Prof.  Edward  Kintner.  Mr.  Niswander  is  a  graduate  of 
Bluffton  College,  and  will  receive  his  Ph.  D.  degree 
from  Ohio  State  University  this  summer.  He  will  begin 
his  work  in  September. 

The  a  cappella  choir  with  fifty-four  voices  was  on 
tour  from  March  31  to  April  9,  visiting  churches  and 
schools  in  Northern  Indiana  and  Illinois.  They  report 
an  excellent  reception. 

Ralph  Bunche  of  United  Nations  fame  spoke  at  the 
college  on  April  15.  He  was  secured  through  the  co- 
operation of  Dr.  Andrew  Cordier.  Mr.  Bunche  drew  an 
unusually  large  audience. 

President  V.  F.  Schwalm  was  re-elected  to  the  Com- 
mission on  Colleges  and  Universities  by  the  North 
Central  Association  of  Colleges  for  a  three-year  period 
at  a  recent  meeting  in  Chicago.  This  commission  votes 
accreditation  to  colleges  who  wish  to  enter  the  as- 
sociation and  establishes  principles  for  the  guidance 
of  the  association. 

Baccalaureate  exercises  at  the  college  will  be  on  May 
28,  and  on  Monday,  May  29,  at  10.00  a.m.,  Bishop  Hazen 
G.  Werner  will  give  the  commencement  address. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Mingo  church,  Pa.,  May 
7-21. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Forney  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Locust  Grove 
church,  Pa.,  May  7-21. 

Bro.  Roy  S.  Forney  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Center  Hill 
church,  Pa.,  April  24 — May  7. 

Bro.  William  L.  Gould  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Bellwood 
church,  Pa.,  April  24-30;  in  the  Spring  Mount  church,  Pa.,  May 
1-7. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Walnut  Grove  church,  Ohio,  May  9-21. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  added  to  the  Champaign  church,  111. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Falfurrias  church,  Texas. 

Five  added  to  the  Bethel  Center  church,  Ind. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Pitsburg  church,  Ohio. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Westernport  church,  Md. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Stony  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Battle  Creek  church,  Mich. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Bartlesville  church,  Okla. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Cincinnati  church,   Ohio. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Flora  church, 
Ind. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Green  Tree 
church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Meyersdale 
church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  South  Bea- 
trice church,  Nebr. 

Thirly-nine  received  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  Mack  Memo- 
rial church,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Five  baptized,  two  awaiting  the  rite  and  thirteen  received  by 
letter  in  the  Virden  church,  HI. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  30 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Amos  Teaches  About  Worship. — Amos. 
Memory  Selection:  Let  justice  roll  down  as  waters,  and  right- 
eousness as  a  mighty  stream.    Amos  5:24. 

CBYF  Topic  for  April,  New  Persons  for  an  Atomic  Age. 
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ROSES  AND  PINES 


HAVE  you  ever  lived  or  visited 
in  the  South?  If  not,  won't 
you  give  us  the  pleasure  of 
showing  you  around  this  small  part 
of  the  South  with  which  we  have 
become  acquainted?  And  if  you  are 
familiar  with  the  South,  perhaps 
you  would  accompany  us  on  this 
short  journey  to  become  familiar 
with  the  work  the  volunteers  are 
attempting  to  do  on  this,  one  of 
our  home  missions  projects. 

Rosepine,  La.,  is  a  typical  small 
town  of  the  South  with  an  approxi- 
mate population  of  five  hundred 
people.  It  lies  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty miles  south  of  Shreveport  on 
U.  S.  Highway  171.  Rosepine  is  lo- 
cated in  what  is  generally  known 
as  the  hilly  part  of  Louisiana,  and 
is  surrounded  by  dense  woods  of 
stately  pines.  It  was  so  named  for 
its  abundance  of  pine  groves  and 
the  beautiful  roses  it  produces  the 
year  round.  The  nearest  shopping 
center  is  De  Ridder,  five  miles  south, 
with  a  population  of  six  thousand. 
Within  the  corporate  limits  of  Rose- 
pine, we  find  five  churches.  The 
most  prominent  of  these  is  the  Mis- 
sion Baptist  with  the  Pentecostal 
running  a  close  second.  Others  are 
the  Primitive  Baptist,  Jehovah's 
Witnesses  and  Union  churches.  It 
is  true  of  the  South  in  general  that 
the  most  prominent  denomination  is 
Baptist.  This,  of  course,  excepts 
New  Orleans  which  is  seventy  per 
cent  Catholic. 

Southern  country  homes  have  an 
atmosphere  which  is  homey.  The 
people  are  friendly,  and  happiness 
is  bountiful. 

It  takes  a  little  time  to  become 
accustomed  to  the  new  dishes  and 
to  the  style  of  cooking.  However, 
we  soon  discover  that  this  Southern 
cooking  is  most  welcome  in  our  diet 
and  we  wouldn't  have  it  any  other 
way.  Hot  food  (barbecue,  chili  con 
carne,  etc.)  is  a  typical  part  of  din- 
ners and  suppers,  and  coffee  is  the 
main  beverage.  The  Southern  peo- 
ple drink  only  as  much  coffee  as 
do  other  people,  but  they  take  the 
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same  amount  of  coffee  in  one  cup 
that  others  are  likely  to  consume 
in  three  or  four  cups.  Black-eyed 
peas,  turnip  greens  and  "pot-likker" 
are  dishes  we  frequently  find  before 
us,  while  rice  and  gravy  and  corn- 
bread  are  a  must  on  many  family 
tables.  Their  pecan  pie  is  a  dessert 
that  will  make  you  forget  you  ever 
liked  lemon  or  apple  or  cherry  pie. 

The  acreage  throughout  this  area 
is  definitely  timberland.  There  are 
many  swamps  and  creeks  and  also 
much  wasteland,  where  the  pines 
and  stumps  have  been  removed  and 
the  ground  has  not  been  replanted. 
Some  do  try  to  farm  their  soil,  but 
it  requires  more  fertilization  and 
hard  work  than  it  is  really  worth. 
Cotton  is  about  the  only  profitable 
crop  grown  in  this  timber  country, 
and  even  the  cotton  fields  are  few 
and  far  between.  Many  are  em- 
ployed in  logging  and  stump  dig- 
ging, and  others  work  at  Crosby 
chemical  plant  near  De  Ridder  or  in 
business  firms  in  De  Ridder  proper. 
South  of  us  about  fifty  miles,  rice 
farming  is  quite  extensive.  In  and 
near  Rosepine  much  of  the  popula- 
tion consists  of  old  folks  and  widows 
who  are  on  state  support. 

The  Union  church,  in  which  we 
volunteers  are  working,  is  a  small 
one  with  an  enrollment  of  forty- 
three  people  and  an  average  attend- 
ance of  thirty.  The  membership  is 
both  Methodist  and  Brethren,  about 
half  of  each.  Regular  meetings  in- 
clude Sunday  school  and  morning 
worship  on  Sunday  morning,  Bible 
study  and  preaching  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning and  prayer  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day night.  The  women  in  the  con- 
gregation outnumber  by  far  the 
men.  There  are  few  young  people; 
.however,  there  are  prospects  for  a 
good  young  adult  group.  There  is 
an  enthusiastic  group  of  children, 
about  twelve  in  number. 

The  church  building  is  a  simple 
little    white    house    of    worship    of 


frame  construction.  It  is  approxi- 
mately 30  x  54  feet;  and  attached  to 
it  in  the  rear  is  a  youth  center  and 
small  kitchen  of  about  24  x  60  feet. 
There  is  a  beautiful  green  yard  sur- 
rounding the  church.  It  is  enclosed 
with  a  waist-high  picket  wire  fence, 
and  inside  we  find  a  well-trimmed 
hedge,  nicely  shaped  cedars  and 
youpon  smothered  in  little  red 
berries. 

The  people  are  very  friendly  and 
have  treated  us,  who  are  strangers 
here,  most  hospitably  —  as  one  of 
their  own.  We'd  like  to  invite  you 
in  and  show  you  the  two-room 
apartment  which  they  so  graciously 
gave  us  for  our  temporary  home. 
It  is  equipped  with  a  four-burner 
natural  gas  stove,  a  natural  gas 
heater,  cupboards,  dishes  and  cook- 
ing utensils.  It  is  nicely  furnished 
with  bedroom  suite  (bed,  dresser 
and  chest  of  drawers),  two  tables, 
a  desk  and  chairs.  We  have  access 
to  a  refrigerator  and  a  bathroom 
with  shower.  Our  apartment  is  lo- 
cated on  the  second  floor  over  the 
Woodhatch  DeSoto-Plymouth  agen- 
cy. There  is  a  Baptist  family  who 
lives  in  an  apartment  at  one  end  of 
our  spacious  hall. 

Circumstances  have  compelled  us 
to  eat  our  own  cooking.  Fortunate- 
ly, we  are  invited  out  for  meals  at 
least  once  a  week,  and  find  it  quite 
a  treat  and  a  helpful  supplement 
to  our  diet  to  eat  meals  that  other 
than  our  hands  have  prepared.'  Oc- 
casionally we  are  most  pleased  to 
receive  donations  of  eggs,  potatoes, 
canned  goods,  butter  and  other 
food;  and  at  times  are  presented 
with  a  luscious  cake  or  homemade 
rolls. 

You'll  need  to  lengthen  your  visit 
with  us  to  become  acquainted  with 
our  work  program.  It  is  varied  and 
not  too  easy  to  put  a  finger  on.  Our 
primary  duties  are  directing  the 
youth  center,  taking  part  in  regular 
church  programs  and  visiting  in  the 
homes  of  the  community.  In  the 
youth  center  we  direct  a  recreation- 
al program  on  Saturday  nights  and 
a  craft  class  once  a  week  for  all 
interested  children  and  young  peo- 


pie.  Interest  is  good  and  is  growing. 
Our  part  in  church  worship  includes 
speaking,  leading  Bible  study  oc- 
casionally, directing  music  and 
working  with  children.  In  our  visit- 
ing we  attempt  to  spread  a  little 
sunshine  not  only  in  the  Brethren 
and  Methodist  homes,  but  in  all  the 
homes  of  Rosepine  and  the  sur- 
rounding community.  We  have 
found  our  associations  enlightening, 
thought-provoking  and  unquestion- 
ably a  great  enjoyment.  After  com- 
ing to  know  these  people,  we  feel 
that  we  are  living  and  working 
among  home  folks. 

There  are  numerous  other  tasks, 
too  varied  in  nature  to  mention 
here,  for  which  we  are  most  happy 
to  offer  our  unskilled,  but  willing 
services.  We  are  endeavoring  to 
live  a  balanced  life  by  including 
study,  worship,  leisure  reading, 
some  form  of  recreation,  corres- 
pondence and  personal  handicraft 
projects  in  our  daily  schedule  along 
with  our  housekeeping  and  project 
work. 

Our  work  necessitates  the  use  of 
a  vehicle  for  transportation.  As  we 
both  operate  an  automobile,  we  have 
the  privilege  of  driving  used  cars 
from  Woodhatch  Motors.  Up  to  the 
present  we  have  driven  everything 
from  Fords  without  brakes  to  jeeps 
that  lock  in  low  gear.  Most  of  the 
cars,  however,  are  the  later  models 
and  run  quite  well.  We  appreciate 
the  generosity  shown  in  permitting 
us  to  use  these  autos. 

We  are  enjoying  our  work  and 
community  life  in  Louisiana  im- 
mensely. We  consider  our  project 
work  not  really  a  duty,  but  a  pleas- 
ure and  an  opportunity.  We  are 
grateful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for 
supplying  us  with  this  way  in  which 
we  can  demonstrate  our  Christian 
love  and  our  desire  to  serve  his 
kingdom.  We  are  also  thankful  to 
all  his  children  who  help  to  make 
it  possible  for  us  to  be  here  and 
to  serve. 


Protestant  Christians  throughout 
the  world  last  year  provided  nearly 
$14,500,000  in  gifts  of  cash  and  con- 
tributed goods  for  the  needs  of 
Christian  churches  in  Europe.  About 
44%  ($6,500,000)  came  from  Ameri- 
can churches  through  Church  World 
Service.  Nearly  $2,000,000  of  this  was 
in  cash;  the  rest  was  in  contributed 
food,  clothing  and  other  material 
goods.  German  churches  themselves 
raised  last  year  nearly  $4,000,000, 
primarily  to  help  refugees  and 
churches  in  Eastern  Germany. 


God  Sent  Us  Stephan 

Mrs.  Allen  Weldy 

Elkhart,  Indiana 


STEPHAN  DWOJAK  came  to  us 
on  Aug.  31,  1949,  and  has  been 
in  our  home  almost  seven 
months.  We  gave  him  a  home  and, 
most  important,  our  love.  Stephan 
is  no  more  a  displaced  person.  He 
is  learning  to  speak  English  and  to 
adjust  to  the  American  way  of  life. 

He  arrived  in  America,  a  strange 
and  new  world,  very  much  alone, 
shy  and  afraid,  but  wondering  and 
hopeful.  He  is  only  twenty-one 
years  old,  and  in  youth  there  is 
hope. 

Stephan  lost  his  family,  his  home 
and  his  country,  as  well  as  all  se- 
curity as  a  result  of  the  recent  war. 
To  us,  he  is  symbolic  of  all  displaced 
persons  of  the  world.  It  is  for  such 
as  he  that  we  renounce  and  oppose 
all  war.  What  the  last  war  did  to 
him  has  been  repeated  countless 
times,  and  yet  much  worse  for  many 
people,  for  Stephan  has  found  a 
home  and  love.  For  such  as  he  we 
carry  on  a  program  of  Brethren 
Service.  May  God  forgive  well- 
meaning  Christians  who  had  any 
part  in  bringing  about  such  suffering 
as  is  caused  by  needless  warfare. 

We  have  the  joy  of  bringing  to 
one  person  the  security  and  love 
that  is  the  rightful  heritage  of  all 
mankind.  We  have  watched  and 
waited  for  his  joyous  return  to  nor- 
mal young  manhood.  A  song  has 
come  to  his  lips,  a  cheery  whistle 
and  a  hearty  laugh.  He  has  a  job 
and  a  home,  and  is  rapidly  making 
a  place  for  himself  in  society. 

The  amazing,  as  well  as  revealing, 
fact  about  Stephan  is  that,  through 
all  his  harrowing  experiences,  he 
has  preserved  a  keen  sense  of  honor 
and  dependability,  and  is  absolutely 
worthy  of  a  Christian  home  and  the 
finest  Christian  experiences. 

Being  a  mother  of  sons,  I  often 
wonder  about  that  other  mother 
who  died,  leaving  her  children  alone 
in  a  war-torn  world,  children  who 
became  separated,  probably  forever. 
Stephan  must  have  had  a  good 
home  and  parents  because  they  have 
instilled  in  their  son  such  fine  quali- 
ties of  character. 

The  experience  of  having  Stephan 
come  to  us  is  being  repeated  in 
numerous  homes  throughout  the 
country.  We  are  helping  to  bring 
displaced  persons  but  are  not  doing 
enough.  We  American  Christians 
are  still  afraid  of  being  disturbed  or 
are  fearful  of  losing  some  of  our 
own  luxury  and  ease. 

God  help   us   to   open  our  hearts 


Brethren 
Service  Calendar 

May  2-5.  BRETHREN  SEM- 
INAR TO  WASHING- 
TON. Open  to  anyone 
interested. 

May  8-11.  NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE  ON 
CHURCH  AND  WAR. 
Detroit.  Interdenomina- 
tional. Liberal  quota 
for  Brethren  delegates. 
Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, which  must  ap- 
prove delegates,  wel- 
comes inquiries. 

June  9  — July  16.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  BRETH- 
REN WORK  CAMP. 
Fresno,  Calif.  Many 
others  will  begin  in  June 
or  July.  See  folder. 
Summer  Service  for 
1950. 

June  19-30.  INSTITUTE 
OF  RACE  RELATIONS. 
Elizabethtown  College. 

July  5-19.— INSTITUTE  OF 
RACE  RELATIONS.  Mc- 
Pherson  College.  Other 
institutes  on  current  is- 
sues later  at  Bethany, 
La  Verne  and  New 
Windsor. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETH- 
REN INTERNATIONAL 
WORK  CAMPS.  Ger- 
many and  Austria. 

July  30— Aug.  5.  ANNUAL 
INTERRACIAL  CAMP. 
New  Windsor,  Md. 

For  information  on  any 
of  these  events  write  to 
Brethren  Service  Cemmis- 
sion,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Elgin,  111. 


first  of  all,  then  our  doors  and  our 
communities  and  to  share  Christ 
with  more  and  more  people.  Per- 
haps it  is  for  these  people  to  reveal 
the  real  meaning  of  Christianity  as 
they  have  lived  and  kept  faith 
in  God  throughout  most  trying 
circumstances. 

God  sent  us  Stephan. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

IN  THE  LIFE 

OF  THE  CHURCH 


Raymond  R.  Peters 

General  Secretary,  General  Brotherhood  Board 


At  Conference  vital  church  business  is  con- 
ducted, great  inspirational  messages  are 
heard,  and  there  is  abundant  opportunity 
for  Christian  fellowship.  At  left,  a  group 
of  young  people  talk  over  the  question  of 
temperance  in  a  small  sectional  meeting 
with  the  temperance  director  in  the  Ocean 
Grove  Conference  of  1949 


Annual  Conference.  Furthermore, 
the  local  church  can  be  greatly 
blessed  through  an  inspired  dele- 
gate. Send  a  different  person  each 
year.  New  insights  come  through 
Conference  attendance.  "The  people 
who  seldom  leave  home  are  the 
trouble  makers." 

Send  a  Query 

•  Much  of  the  business  for  Confer- 
ence should  originate  with  local  con- 
gregations. The  church  which  has 
a  wide  outlook  is  concerned  about 
the  Brotherhood  program.  The  con- 
cerns of  the  congregations  need  to 
be  discussed  in  the  democratic  pro- 
cedures of  Conference. 


Send  Your  Minister 

•  Many  churches  have  as  part  of 
their  contractual  agreements  the 
provision  for  the  pastor  to  attend 
Annual  Conference,  with  the  church 
paying  the  expenses.  The  church 
profits  by  sending  both  a  member 
of  the  laity  and  the  pastor  to 
Conference. 

Hold  a  "Little  Annual  Conference" 

•  Conference  Sunday  is  a  good  time 
for  spiritual  fellowship  with  those 
attending  the  Grand  Rapids  meet- 
ing. Carry  out  one  or  more  of  the 
following    suggestions: 

Adopt     the     Conference     theme, 


THE  164th  recorded  Annual  Con- 
ference will  be  held  at  Grand 
Rapids,    Mich.,   June    13    to    18, 
1950. 

•  The  Conference  is  the  highest  au- 
thoritative legislative  body  in  the 
church.  It  is  democratic  in  function. 
Delegates  from  both  local  church 
and  district  make  up  the  voting 
body. 

•  The  Conference  is  designed  for 
business  and  inspiration.  There  is 
great   inspirational   preaching.     The 
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congregational  singing  is  not  sur- 
passed in  any  Christian  gatherings 
in  America.  In  recent  years  the 
choral  music  has  been  outstanding. 

Send  a  Delegate 

•  Every  church  has  the  privilege  of 
sending  a  delegate  —  churches  with 
memberships  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred may  send  an  additional  dele- 
gate for  every  two  hundred 
members. 

•  Delegates  are  necessary  in  order 
to  conduct  business.  The  church  has 
not  only  the  privilege  but  the  re- 
sponsibility of  sending  delegates  to 


Charles  C.  Ellis  has  been  chosen 
moderator  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  the  third  time  in  its 
history. 


LOOKING    AHEAD  ...  to  June 

Children's   Day    June    11 

Annual  Conference  Sunday   June  18 

Youth  Program  Topic:  Story  of  Our  Church.  See  May  14  issue  of 
Horizons. 

See  the  article  elsewhere  on  these  pages  for  suggestions  on  ways  of 
making  the  Annual  Conference  experience  meaningful  in  the  local  church 
group.  Your  teachers  would  get  help  and  inspiration  from  attending  the 
Conference.  The  youth  group  ought  to  be  represented,  too,  in  the  youth 
meetings  of  the  Conference  at  Grand  Rapids. 

Following  Annual  Conference,  special  reports  and  discussions  about 
the  Conference  actions  would  be  helpful.  Follow  up  by  executive  committee 
or  church  cabinet  planning. 

Consider  an  all-church  family  worship  experience  for  Children's  Sun- 
day, in  which  the  children  are  protected  from  exploitation,  the  teachers 
from  overemphasis  on  rehearsals,  and  the  adult  congregation  from  being 
subjected  to  a  meaningless  type  of  program.  To  be  most  effective  and 
meaningful,  the  program  should  be  an  outgrowth  of  the  classroom  experi- 
ences of  the  children. 


Paul  Halladay  is  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  program  committee 
for  the  Brethren  Music  and  Wor- 
ship Conference.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Music  and  Worship  Com- 
mittee and  professor  of  music  at 
Manchester   College. 


Deepening  and  Sharing  the  Chris- 
tian Life,  as  the  theme  for  your 
morning  worship. 

Select  some  one  to  give  a  brief 
statement  on  Annual  Conference 
history  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

Discuss  some  of  the  major  issues 
before  the  church,  such  as 

(1)  Proposal  for  pastoral  ap- 
prenticeship. 

(2)  Basis   of   church   membership. 

(3)  Study  of  redistricting. 

(4)  Brotherhood  budget  for  1950- 
51— $1,000,000. 

(5)  The  future  of  Brethren  Volun- 
teer Service. 

(6)  Laymen  as  executive  heads  of 
the  church. 

(7)  Goodwill  toward  other  na- 
tionals. 

(8)  Solicitation  of  funds  for  Beth- 
any chapel  windows. 

(Queries  on  these  and  other  issues 
before  the  Conference  may  be  found 
in  the  1949  Annual  Conference  Min- 
utes and  in  the  April  22,  29,  May  6 
and  13  issues  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger.) 

We  should  have  one  thousand 
"Little  Conferences"  throughout  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  on  June  18. 

Pray  for  the  Conference 

•  Can  you  imagine  the  great  spirit- 
ual power  with  one  thousand  con- 
gregations praying  for  the  church 
and  its  delegates  assembled  in  the 
General  Conference?  Pray  that  the 
church  may  be  true  to  her  mission. 
The  church  needs  prophets  for  this 
day.  Pray  that  such  may  rise  up 
and  lead  the  church. 


Planning  to  Attend  the 

Music  and  Worship 

Conference? 

An  excellent  opportunity  in  train- 
ing for  music  and  worship  leaders 
is  offered  in  the  Brethren  Music  and 
Worship  Conference  to  be  held  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  June  10-13, 
1950,  just  preceding  the  Annual 
Conference.  The  purposes  are  at 
least  twofold:  to  introduce  the  ma- 
terials of  the  new  hymnal  and  to 
offer  instruction  in  the  various  areas 
of  music  and  worship  leadership — 
choral  directing,  leading  of  congre- 


gational singing,  accompanying,  and 
conducting  services  of  worship. 

The  teaching  staff  includes  all 
members  of  the  Music  and  Worship 
Committee,  some  members  of  the 
Hymnal  Committee,  and  others  well 
qualified  in  the  field  of  church 
music. 

The  church  who  sends  one  or 
more  of  its  music  leaders  to  this 
conference  will  be  strengthened  by 
their  more  effective  service. 

Delegates  should  mail  the  regis- 
tration form  with  the  fee  of  $1.50,  to 
help  with  the  costs  of  the  confer- 
ence, to  the  Christian  Education 
Commission. 


CLIP  HERE 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Brethren  Music  and  Worship  Conference 
Grand   Rapids,   Michigan,   June    10-13,    1950 

I  am  enclosing  the  registration  fee  of  $1.50  and  ask  to  be  registered  as  a  delegate 
to  this  conference. 


Last  Name,  First  Name 

Congregation  District 

Area  of  Service  in  Local  Church 


Address 


Region 


Present  District  or  Regional  Offices  Held 

Hymn   Book  Now  in  Use   

Can  you  serve  in  Annual  Conference  Choir?  Part  you  sing 


Return  this  form  with  $1.50  to  Christian  Education  Commission,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Goldie   Swartz   ready   for   a   trip   to    a   village 


Vada,  Thana  District,   India 
December  29,  1949 


17l\j  aeal  loxjal  hiendi 


Edited  by  Anelia  C.  Mow 


"Where,  oh,  where  go  the  days?" 
one  asks  as  they  wing  by  so  swiftly. 
"Good  morning"  is  hardly  more 
than  said  until  it  is  time  to  say 
"Good  night."  Yet  at  the  close  of 
the  day  if  a  mental  summary  is 
made  of  the  day's  incidents,  a  word 
of  cheer  spoken  here,  a  sympathetic 
touch  given  there,  a  bit  of  counsel 
or  teaching  imparted  to  the  troubled 
or  erring,  a  hand  outstretched  to  the 
faltering,  a  cup  of  water  served  to 
the  thirsty,  a  healing  balm  with 
love  and  sympathy  applied  to  the 
feverish  brow  —  such  activities  in- 
dicate that  the  day  has  been  full. 
Then  at  the  close  of  the  day  one 
feels  with  the  poet,  "Something  at- 
tempted, something  done  has  earned 
a  night's  repose." 

Moreover  is  not  this  in  accord 
with  Jesus'  way  of  life  to  love  God 
fully,  wholly,  with  all  one's  powers 
and  to  love  one's  neighbor  as  one 
loves  self?  Does  not  such  committal 
and  abidance  in  him  crown  the  day 
as  perfect?    I  believe  it  does. 

Christmas  Day  has  come  and  gone 
and  a  blessed  day  it  was.  But  the 
Christ  spirit  departs  not  when  the 
day  is  over. 

On  Christmas  morning  I  had  in- 
vited to  my  home  our  little  Chris- 
tian group,  together  with  our  neigh- 
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bors  who  are  in  varied  stages  of 
interest  and  knowledge  of  the  Sav- 
ior, for  a  period  of  worship  and 
fellowship.  We  do  not  have  a 
church  building.  The  story  of  the 
first  Christmas  was  presented.  This 
was  followed  by  testimonies  as  to 
what  Christmas  means.  Afterwards 
we  ate  together  a  bit  of  sweetmeats. 
In  the  late  afternoon  a  beautiful 
baptismal  service  took  place  in  the 
near-by  river.  A  more  lovely  setting 
could  not  have  been  made  than  that 
provided  by  nature.  We  looked 
through  the  green  bushes  and 
curved  bamboo  fronds  on  the  banks 
of  the  placid  stream  toward  the  set- 
ting sun.  How  fitting  for  Christ  to 
be  born  in  a  life  on  this  day!  While 
returning  from  the  river  and  walk- 
ing along  the  footpaths,  a  young 
woman  who  had  witnessed  the  bap- 
tismal ceremony  expressed  herself 
as  also  wanting  this  experience  in 
the  near  future. 

Most  of  the  members  of  our  Chris- 
tian group  are  employed  in  govern- 
ment service  as  teachers  or  in  the 
grain  gathering  and  rationing  shops 
and  in  the  forest  department.  They 
are  living  in  other  villages.  But 
they  took  a  two-day  leave.  So  on 
the  day  following  we  all  assembled 
in  another  home  for  a  love  feast  and 
communion  service.  These  also  were 
spiritually    edifying.     Later    in    the 


evening  the  church  building  com- 
mittee with  other  interested  ones 
met  to  make  plans  for  the  building 
of  a  church  house,  which  we  hopei 
will  materialize  in  the  near  future 
Some  time  back  one  of  the  Christian 
families  donated  a  plot  of  land  foi 
the  building  site. 

Since   our   activities   were   nearlj 
back  to  normal  yesterday  morning 
my  Indian  colleague  and  I  started 
out   in  village  visitation   again.    I' 
was  a  one  and  one-half  mile  walil 
to   the   first   village.    Here   we   had 
splendid  receptions  in  three  differ 
ent  sections   of  the   town.    At   twc| 
of  these  places  we  were  served  th< 
friendly    cup    of   tea,    a    custom   oi 
the  well-to-do.   In  one  of  the  home; 
a  mothei*  renewed  her  request  tha 
we  teach  her  daughter  to  sew.   Shi 
had   made   the   same   request   som< 
time  ago  when  we  casually  met  o: 
the  road  one  day.    Other  girls  tO( 
were    interested    and    maybe    som< 
boys.     So   I  invited   them   to   comr 
to  my  home  on  Saturday  afternoo: 
for  the  class. 

In  a  home  of  the  servant  clasi 
we  had  another  hearty  respons 
One  elderly  woman  showed  an  u: 
expected  grasp  and  understanding 
of  the  message  about  God  and  tflj 
right  way  of  living.  As  we  wer< 
about  to  depart  she  slipped  int 
her  kitchen  and  brought  out  a  cou 


pie  of  handfuls  of  rice.  Out  of 
her  poverty  she  wanted  to  give  this 
gift  because  she  was  glad  for  God's 
goodness  and  blessings.  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly touched,  and  knowing 
how  much  she  and  her  family 
needed  this  grain  for  their  own  food 
I  was  reluctant  to  accept  it.  In  fact 
I  could  not  take  it,  but  my  com- 
panion with  a  better  understanding 


of  the  situation  readily  opened  her 
book  bag,  thus  receiving  and  ac- 
knowledging our  hostess'  apprecia- 
tion of  our  visit  to  them. 

Then  we  passed  on  to  the  next 
village,  stopping  at  two  small  ham- 
lets on  the  way.  We  had  meetings 
at  two  sections  of  the  village  and 
sold  quite  a  number  of  gospels  and 
songbooks.    From  there  we  crossed 


fields  making  for  a  village  on  the 
main  road  where  we  hoped  to  get 
a  bus  for  the  return  trip  home. 
Along  the  way  we  stopped  under 
a  large  shady  tree  to  eat  our  lunch 
and  cool  our  tired  feet.  Proceeding 
onward  we  passed  a  government 
school  where  several  boys  were 
watering  their  school  garden.  The 
teacher,  noticing  us  pass  by,  hurried 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Married  a  Minister 


HER    FRIENDS 


Mrs.  Harper  S.  Will 


Naomi    and   Harper,    Cosette   and   Wanda    Will 


ONE  of  the  warmest  and  most 
delightful  words  in  our  lan- 
guage is  that  of  friend.  Clus- 
tering about  the  very  name  come 
the  thoughts  of  understanding, 
sympathy,  helpfulness,  love  and 
sacrifice,  the  qualities  which,  when 
given  or  received,  make  life  happy 
and  abundant.  Since  we  have  been 
created  social  beings  we  all  need 
friends  and  cannot  be  complete 
without  them.  How  to  fit  this  need 
into  the  situation  in  which  the  min- 
ister's wife  finds  herself,  is  one  of 
her  problems. 

One  of  the  paradoxes  of  her  life 
is  the  fact  that  she  is  among  many 
friends,  yet  has  no  friend.  She 
moves  about  among  the  women  of 
her  congregation  in  their  various 
meetings  and  services  and,  being 
human,  her  personality  responds  to 
the  personalities  of  some  of  them 
as  to  kindred  spirits  and  she  is 
tempted  to  gravitate  towards  these 
and  make  them  her  special  friends, 


but  she  must  not  do  this.  For  the 
sake  of  the  church  and  the  kingdom 
she  is  serving,  she  must  not  allow 
herself  to  have  favorite  friends,  or 
a  special  friend  but,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, must  treat  all  the  women  in 
her  church  with  equal  concern  and 
affection. 

Sometimes  this  brings  a  bit  of 
loneliness  into  her  life,  but  soon  she 
experiences  another  paradox.  Hav- 
ing surrendered  the  rather  selfish 
joy  of  a  few  friends,  she  finds  she 
is  experiencing  the  deeper  satisfac- 
tion and  joy  of  thinking  of  all  the 
women  and  girls  of  her  church  as 
her  friends  and  is  being  enriched 
by  the  warmth  of  their  response  to 
her  interest  in  and  love  for  them. 

Another  avenue  of  enriching 
friendships  open  to  the  minister's 
wife  is  learning  to  know  the  wives 
of  the  other  ministers  of  her  de- 
nomination as  they  work  together 
on  committees  and  councils  in  the 
work   of   the   Brotherhood.     Out    of 


these  acquaintances  some  close 
friendships  may  develop  since  there 
is  here  the  background  of  similar 
interests  and  over-all  objectives. 
Experiences  and  needs  may  be 
shared  and  met  to  their  mutual  re- 
lief and  benefit. 

She  has  also  the  opportunity  of 
learning  to  know  the  wives  of  the 
ministers  of  the  other  churches  in 
her  community  and  can  enjoy  the 
additional  friendship  of  Christian 
women  in  her  contacts  with  inter- 
denominational women's  groups  in 
her  city  or  nationally. 

However,  because  of  limited  time 
because  of  her  full  schedule  of  du- 
ties, the  minister's  wife  cannot  give 
too  much  time  to  the  cultivation  of 
these  farther-away  friends.  They 
seldom  become  her  confidantes.  Yet 
she  must  have  just  that — a  confiden- 
tial friend,  someone  to  whom  she 
Continued  on  next  page 
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to  the  door  and  called  us  in.  He 
was  busy  getting  forms  ready  for 
the  inspection  and  examination  only 
a  few  days  off.  The  children  too 
were  preparing  for  it  and  were  ex- 
ceedingly vociferous  in  their  cram- 
ming. Such  is  the  Oriental  way  of 
study.  They  seem  to  think  that  the 
louder  the  noise  the  deeper  the  im- 
pression! While  I  sat  at  the  teach- 
er's desk  to  look  over  and  make 
a  note  in  the  Record  and  Remarks 
Book  (a  courtesy  always  extended 
by  the  teacher  to  an  interested  vis- 
itor) a  cute  little  pup  played  about 
my  feet  chewing  my  shoestrings. 

Reaching  the  village  on  the  motor 
road  we  called  at  several  homes  and 
then  went  to  the  roadside  to  wait 
for  the  2:30  bus.  While  we  were 
waiting  several  groups  of  women 
passed  by,  carrying  bundles  of  fire- 
wood on  their  heads  to  market.  See- 
ing us  sitting  in  the  shade  they 
removed  their  loads  and  stood  them 


against  the  tree.  Then  they  too  sat 
down  for  a  brief  rest.  At  their  re- 
quest we  sang  several  songs  and 
explained  them.  When  the  bus  came 
along,  three  fourths  of  an  hour  late, 
it  passed  us  by  with  a  wave  of  the 
hand,  a  cloud  of  dust,  and  a  shout, 
"No  room."  So  we  were  pedestrians 
for  another  two  and  one-half  miles. 
After  reaching  home  and  being 
refreshed  by  a  cool  drink  and  a  big 
banana,  I  jumped  on  my  bicycle  to 
carry  Christmas  greetings  to  a  wid- 
owed neighbor  who  had  not  been 
able  to  be  present  at  our  Christmas 
service  on  Sunday  morning.  After 
my  evening  meal,  another  neighbor 
who  had  to  work  on  Christmas 
morning  came  with  his  family  to 
sing  and  to  hear  more  about  the  first 
Christmas  and  its  continued  mean- 
ing. Then  at  10:30  I  felt  quite  ready 
for  rest. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Goldie  E.  Swartz 


The  World  Mission  of  the 
Christian  Church 


Leland   S.   Brubaker 

Secretary,   Foreign  Mission   Commission 


THE  program  of  our  church  as 
approved  by  Annual  Conference 
and  administered  by  the  Gener- 
al Brotherhood  Board  is  being  inte- 
grated in  a  much  better  way  under 
our  new  organization  than  it  was 
previously.  We  believe  that  the 
organizational  difficulties  are  gradu- 
ally being  eliminated,  and  that  the 
church  is  more  ready  now  to  tackle 
aggressively  the  problems  which 
face  us  in  our  modern  society. 

For  some  people  it  is  difficult  to 
realize  that  the  function  of  the 
church  in  foreign  fields  is  not  just 
to  represent  one  department  of  the 
church  but  that  it  is  to  extend  the 
whole  church  to  the  whole  world. 
In  our  mission  areas  this  includes 
evangelism,  Christian  education, 
secular  education,  selection  and 
preparation  of  church  leaders,  med- 
ical health  programs,  hospital  care, 
pastoral  support,  material  aid,  eco- 
nomic betterment,  emphasis  on 
home  and  family  life,  etc.  This,  as 
you  see,  is  not  just  one  section  of 
the  church's  program,  but  represents 
the  whole  church  with  all  of  its 
activities  moving  into  the  areas   of 
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India,    China,    Africa    and    Ecuador. 

The  difference  between  these  two 
concepts  is  very  wide,  indeed,  says 
the  editor  of  Friendly  Flashes  issued 
by  the  American  Friends  Mission 
Board,  and  has  led  many  church 
members  to  support  wholeheartedly 
the  growth  and  development  of  the 
Christian  church  in  the  United 
States,  but  to  be  indifferent  to  or 
even  actively  opposed  to  the  Chris- 
tian world  mission  of  the  church. 

Great  blocks  of  people  in  our 
world  are  being  conditioned  by  po- 
litical movements  which  will  pro- 
duce only  a  hopeless  machinelike 
society  denying  even  God.  The 
church  with  its  message  of  salvation, 
of  repentance,  of  forgiveness  and  of 
God  can  bring  new  hope  and  life 
to  a  billion  of  people  who  now 
seek  a  satisfying  manner  of  life. 

The  church's  business  is  to  take 
the  whole  gospel  to  the  whole  world. 
The  program  of  the  church  on  the 
foreign  field  is  not  one  department 
of  the  church,  but  is  the  program 
of  the  whole  church.  No  wonder 
Elder  W.  B.  Stover,  our  pioneer  mis- 
sionary to  India,  and  our  church 
fathers  have  said,  "This  is  the  first 
great  work  of  the  church." 


I  Married  a  Minister 

Continued  from  page  23 

can  confide  her  misgivings  and 
anxieties,  someone  with  whom  she 
may  talk  over  her  problems  and 
with  whom  she  may  share  her  sor- 
rows and  her  joys.  And  this  friend 
must  be  very  accessible,  in  fact,  in 
her  own  household — her  husband. 
In  the  work  of  the  ministry  the 
husband  and  wife  are  partners. 
They  know  the  same  people.  They 
have  the  same  interests  and  goals. 
They  have  similar  problems  and 
heartaches  and  the  same  occasions 
for  rejoicing.  Happy  is  the  minister's 
wife  whose  husband  is  her  confi- 
dential friend. 

And  there  is  still  another  friend 
without  whom  the  minister's  wife 
cannot  meet  the  ups  and  downs,  the 
stresses  and  strains,  the  successes 
and  joys  of  her  most  interesting  of 
vocations — that  friend  is  God.  It  is 
my  conviction  that  she  should  be  on 
such  intimate  terms  with  him  that 
she  would  never  need  to  go  to  a 
psychiatrist  to  talk  over  her  worries 
or  fears  or  frustrations,  but  could 
take  them  all  to  him  and  receive 
his  quieting,  healing  touch.  Culti- 
vating the  friendship  of  Jesus  to 
the  extent  where  she  is  conscious 
of  his  presence  gives  her  the  as- 
surance of  his  backing  as  she  meets 
the  experiences  of  the  day  and 
serves  to  keep  her  humble  in  the 
knowledge  that  any  successes  are 
due  to  his  help  and  grace  and  not 
to  her  own  ability.  She  must  not 
.  be  guilty,  because  of  the  pressure 
of  events,  of  taking  this  Friend  for 
granted,  but  must  give  him  the  time 
and  devotion  he  deserves. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  opportu- 
nities for  giving  and  receiving 
friendship  on  the  part  of  the  minis- 
ter's wife,  how  can  she  ever  be  lone- 
ly or  pity  herself  or  feel  abused? 
Let  us  say  it  is  just  occasionally, 
at  low  tide,  that  she  thinks  wist- 
fully about  her  friends  just  "stop- 
ping in"  to  chat  or  have  a  cup  of 
tea  without  their  apologizing  for 
interrupting  the  "busy  minister's 
wife,"  or,  after  taking  a  meal  with 
some  friends  in  the  congregation, 
about  being  able  to  say,  "Now  you 
come  and  eat  with  us  this  time  next 
month,"  but  refraining  because  she 
knows  she  may  not  do  this  unless 
she  can  extend  the  same  invitation 
to  all  her  families.  But  most  of  the 
time  she  thanks  God  for  giving  her 
the  capacity  for  appreciating  people 
— children,  young  people,  and  older 
people — as  individuals  and  for  plac- 
ing her  in  a  niche  where  opportuni- 
ties for  friendship  are  so  numerous 
and  satisfying. 
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Unique  Intercreedal  Project 
Planned  in  Cleveland 

A  unique  intercreedal  project 
was  launched  Feb.  27,  when  scores 
of  teachers  from  Protestant  church 
schools  met  for  an  evening  of  study 
in  Euclid  Avenue  Temple  in  Cleve- 
land. It  is  planned  to  invite  teach- 
ers from  some  of  the  larger  Jewish 
congregations  to  a  similar  program 
in  one  of  the  Protestant  churches. 

These  cultural  activities,  spon- 
sored jointly  by  the  temple  and  the 
religious  education  fellowship  of 
the  Cleveland  Church  Federation, 
are  part  of  the  movement  for  bet- 
ter intercreedal  understanding. 

The  program  at  the  temple  opened 
with  a  Jewish  worship  service  with 
traditional  music.  After  greetings 
by  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Daniels,  asso- 
ciate secretary  of  the  federation,  Dr. 
Barnett  R.  Brickner,  the  temple's 
spiritual  leader,  spoke  on  The  Holi- 
days Jesus  Observed:  the  Cycle  of 
the  Jewish  Year. 

A  question  period  closed  the  for- 
mal program.  This  was  followed  by 
a  tour  through  the  temple,  confer- 
ences with  its  director  of  education 
and  her  teachers,  and  talks  around 
an  exhibit  of  Jewish  holidays. 

Covert  Urges  Immediate  Protes- 
tant Unity  Steps 

Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert,  gen- 
eral secretary  of  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Churches,  urged  an  approach 
to  Protestant  unity  on  the  immedi- 
ate plane  of  fellowship,  understand- 
ing and  co-operative  action.  He  said 
this  should  be  done  with  an  eye 
toward  eventual  organic  union 
which  would  bridge  doctrinal  bar- 
riers. 

Addressing  the  second  triennial 
interseminary  conference,  the  church 
leader  said  that  the  question  of 
Christian  unity  may  be  approached 
as  a  practical  one — a  more  efficient 
accomplishment  of  Christian  tasks. 
However,  he  added,  the  funda- 
mental issue  is  a  deeply  spiritual 
one  in  the  relation  of  the  various 
sects  to  Christ. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  final 
prayer  of  Jesus  on  the  night  before 
his  crucifixion  was  for  the  "one- 
ness" of  his  disciples  and  succeed- 
ing generations. 

"But  there  is  no  evidence,"  Dr. 
Cavert  said,  "that  he  meant  uni- 
formity in  either  church  doctrine 
or  form  of  worship.  And  the  term 
church  unity  does  not  necessarily 
mean  a  union  of  organizations  in  a 


single  body.  "However,  he  certain- 
ly did  not  mean  the  present  state 
of  250  separate  denominations  in 
our  country  alone,  and  he  certainly 
meant  unity  in  a  degree  that  we 
do  not  now  have." 

Finds  Bethlehem  Natives  in 
Miserable  Condition 

Natives  of  Bethlehem,  the  town 
where  Christ  was  born,  are  in  a 
more  miserable  condition  today 
than  the  Arab  refugees  who  have 
flocked  there,  according  to  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  Charles  de 
Provencheres  of  Aix-en-Provence, 
France. 

The  archbishop,  who  traveled  to 
the  Holy  Land  to  celebrate  midnight 
mass  at  the  Basilica  of  the  Nativity 
in  Bethlehem,  declared  that  while 
refugees  there  are  helped  by  world 
agencies,  "the  people  of  Bethlehem 
have  been  forgotten  by  everybody." 

He  said  the  12,000  inhabitants  of 
Christ's  birthplace  have  no  source 
of  revenue  at  the  present  time.  Most 
of  them,  he  explained,  were  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  Holy  Land 
souvenirs  before  the  war,  but  be- 
cause of  uncertain  times  there  are 
few  pilgrims  to  buy  the  souvenirs. 

About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Church  Members  Fast  to 
Aid  CROP 

Twenty  members  of  the  Nazarene 
church  at  Harrison,  Ark.,  went 
without  their  Sunday  dinners  in 
order  to  contribute  $25  to  the  Chris- 
tian Rural  Overseas  Program 
(CROP),  it  was  announced  here. 

"We  really  got  hungry,"  the  Rev. 
B.  N.  Wire,  who  led  the  fast,  said. 
"But  we  suffered  only  a  few  hours 
what  millions  will  suffer  all  winter. 
The  church  could  do  a  little  by  this 
plan  and  sacrifice  nothing  from 
their  regular  giving." 

Thus  far,  about  $500  has  been 
donated  by  Arkansas  churches  to 
CROP  for  farm  commodities,  accord- 
ing to  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Parr,  state 
campaign  director. 

Finds  Christianity  Made 
Gains  in  1949 

Christianity  made  many  impor- 
tant gains  in  1949  despite  continu- 
ing world  unrest  and  uncertainty, 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Pfohl,  head  of 
the  Southern  Province  of  the  Mora- 
vian Church,  stated  in  his  annual 
year-end    message. 

Bishop  Pfohl  pointed  to  four  im- 


A  World  to  Change:  Sermons 
Around  the  Year.  Howard  P. 
Bozarth.  Christian  Education  Press, 
1949.    127  pages.   $1.50. 

Twelve  stirring  sermons  by  one 
who  sees  "a  world  of  change."  They 
are  sermons  by  a  Congregational 
Christian  minister  and  pastor  of  wide 
experience. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

Story  Sermons  and  Plans  for  Ihe 
Junior  Church.  Marian  Walter  Gan- 
naway.  Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1949. 
154  pages.    $2.00. 

A  book  of  helpful  stories  and  ma- 
terials which  leaders  of  youth  and 
intermediates  may  use,  as  well  as 
pastors.  Junior-church  leaders  will 
find  that  some  of  the  materials  may 
be  used  with  children  with  some 
adaptations,  but  it  is  not  a  suitable 
book  for  junior-church  leaders  who 
work  with  a  wide  age  range  and 
are  looking  for  planned  programs 
for  children. — Dessie  R.  Miller. 

Choric  Interludes.  Mildred  Jones 
Keefe.  Expression  Company,  1942. 
325  pages.   $3.25. 

Included  in  this  collection  are 
twelve  choric  readings  from  the 
Psalms,  nineteen  selections  from  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  a  section 
of  songs  of  thanksgiving,   nineteen 


Christmas  readings,  a  group  of  Len- 
ten meditations  and  Easter  poetry, 
and  a  number  of  selections  for  other 
times  and  seasons.  Some  of  the  read- 
ings, particularly  in  the  sections  on 
patriotism  and  Memorial  Day,  fall 
short  of  the  Christian  ideal  as  in- 
terpreted by  the  Brethren,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  are  several 
outstanding  poems  on  peace,  world 
order  and  brotherhood.  Each  selec- 
tion is  arranged  for  choral  speech 
groups.  The  selections  have  value 
for  solo  reading  as  well,  however, 
or  for  personal  inspirational  use. — 
Frances  Clemens. 

Religion  in  the  Kindergarten. 
Rosemary  K.  Roorbach.  Harper, 
1949.    218  pages.    $2.00. 

An  excellent  guide  to  teaching  in 
the  church  kindergarten.  Sugges- 
tions and  helps  are  given  for  all 
types  of  activities  and  for  periods 
of  different  lengths.  Any  teacher 
using  this  book  will  grow  in  her 
understanding  of  the  four-  and  five- 
year-old  children  and  will  be  better 
qualified  to  guide  their  growth. 
Should  be  placed  in  local  church 
libraries. — Dessie    R.    Miller. 
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portant  factors  which,  he  said, 
spearheaded  the  advance  of  Chris- 
tianity. They  were:  (1)  the  grow- 
ing activity  of  the  Bible  societies, 
especially  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety; (2)  the  United  Evangelistic 
Advance,  sponsored  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  and  eleven 
nonmember  churches;  (3)  a  stronger 
emphasis  upon  the  religious  element 
in  education;  (4)  the  organization 
of  the  churches'  laymen.  This  is  a 
wholesome  movement,  he  declared, 
which  should  have  been  instituted 
long  ago. 

Church   Buses   Get   Special 
License  Plates 

North  Carolina  has  begun  issuing, 
at  a  reduced  fee,  for  the  first  time 
permanent  license  plates  for  buses 
used  solely  for  the  transportation  of 
passengers  to  and  from  church  serv- 
ices and  Sunday  school. 

There  is  no  expiration  date  for 
the  tags,  which  are  issued  upon 
payment  of  a  fee  of  one  dollar  per 
set  of  plates,  which  remain  good  for 
the  life  of  the  vehicle  as  long  as 
there  is  no  change  of  ownership. 

Issuance  of  special  tags  was  au- 
thorized by  the  state  legislature,  the 
act  becoming  applicable  to  1950  li- 
cense plates  due  Jan.  1.  Until  now, 
license  plates  for  such  vehicles  had 
to  be  obtained  every  year  at  the 
usual  rate  charged  for  other  vehicles 
of  their  type. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  Sunday.  Dec.  4,  1949,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simon  A.  Showalter  celebrated  their  sixti- 
eth wedding  anniversary  with  open  house, 
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held  at  the  home  of  their  son,  Wayne,  in 
Madisonburg,  Ohio,  where  nearly  200 
neighbors,  friends  and  relatives  gathered. 
An  informal  program  was  given  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  couple  were  married  Dec.  5,  1889, 
by  Elder  I.  D.  Parker.  Their  early  life 
together  was  spent  near  Lattasburg,  Ohio, 
however,  the  major  part  of  their  married 
life  has  been  spent  near  Wooster,  Ohio, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa  church. 
In  1913,  in  this  congregation,  they  were 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  advanced  to 
the  eldership  a  few  years  later.  Here  Bro. 
Showalter  faithfully  served  in  the  ministry 
until  a  few  years  ago. 


THE  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  of  giving  for 
the  past  fiscal  year  appears  on  the  opposite  page. 
Although  contributions  exceeded  the  million  mark, 
the  drop  from  the  previous  year's  total  was  $105,604.28. 
Had  it  not  been  for  members'  sacrifice  of  money  and 
time  in  the  achievement  effort,  disaster  would  have 
faced  many  areas  of  the  church's  total  ministry.  To 
all  who  loyally  supported  the  concerted  attempt  to 
fulfill  every  commitment  of  Annual  Conference,  we 
would  express  deep  appreciation. 

BROTHERHOOD  FUND  CREDIT  was  accorded 
districts  and  local  churches  when  funds  were  re- 
ceived for  work  included  in  the  budget  as  approved 
by  Conference.  Members  richly  deserve  commenda- 
tion for  giving  loyal  support  to  the  program  which  their  delegates  author- 
ized. Members  in  the  homeland  faithfully  shared,  despite  certain  un- 
favorable conditions,  in  order  to  meet  self-imposed  commitments  around 
the  world.  Although  some  cash  contributions  were  made  for  purposes 
and  projects  outside  the  budget,  but  administered  by  Brethren,  Brother- 
hood Fund  receipts  constitute  a  salutary  endorsement  of  the  action  of 
Conference  representatives.  In  the  face  of  local  building  programs,  ex 
panding  district  mission  work  and  a  changing  economy,  the  way  members 
financially  undergirded  Brotherhood  enterprises  this  past  year  manifests 
the  church  is  firmly  back  of  her  commitments. 

PER  MEMBER  GIVING  this  past  year  was  rather  notable  in  some 
areas.  It  is  recognized  that  the  coal  strike  and  certain  other  conditions 
were  factors  in  lowering  the  response  of  some  churches.  In  lifting  up 
gains,  we  would  not  forget  the  hurdles  that  were  too  high  for  some  con- 
gregations to  surmount  in  maintaining  or  increasing  their  giving.  How- 
ever,  we  want  to  recognize  the  following  districts  whose  members  increased 
their  giving  enough  to  lift  the  per  member  average  this  past  fiscal  year 
above  the  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1949:  Maryland,  Middle;  Pennsylvania, 
Southeastern,  New  Jersey,  Eastern  New  York,  and  Northern  Delaware 
Illinois,  Southern;  Indiana,  Northern;  Iowa,  Middle;  Iowa,  Southern 
Kansas,  Northeastern;  Missouri,  Northern;  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

MATERIAL  AID  giving  did  not  hold  up  well  this  past  year  ever 
though  the  church  hoped  to  maintain  the  same  level.  Now  that  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  has  authorized  the  distribution  of  materia 
aid  in  Greece  where  conditions  are  most  pitiful,  we  believe  member; 
will  support  more  liberally  this  vital  phase  of  Christian  service. 

FOR  THIS  SEVEN-MONTH  fiscal  period  ending  Sept.  30,  1950,  th« 
Brotherhood  Fund  goal  is  $672,000.  By  achieving  this  sum  the  churcl 
will  be  able  to  meet  urgent  obligations  on  mission  fields;  to  alleviate  humai 
suffering;  to  minister  to  communities  in  America  through  new  o: 
strengthened  home  mission  churches;  and  to  maintain  a  Christian  educa 
tion  program  at  high  level.  May  all  of  us  render  a  good  account  of  ou 
stewardship  in  these  seven  months  that  Christ's  purposes  may  be  achieve! 
through  the   Church  of  the  Brethren. 
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The  couple  have  four  living  children, 
eight  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great- 
grandchildren. 

They  retired  from  active  farm  duties  six 
years  ago,  and  are  in  fair  health. — J.  Roy 
Showalter,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Heaston  of  Haxtun, 
Colo.,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary on  Dec.  26,  1949,  in  the  church 
parlors.  A  special  program  was  given  by 
the  family  and  friends.  A  short  talk  on 
.the  Christian  home  and  prayer  was  given 
by  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin.  After  the  pro- 
gram, refreshments  were  served  to  over 
100  friends  and  neighbors.  The  couple  re- 
ceived  gifts,   flowers   and   cards. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heaston  were  married  Dec. 
28,  1899,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Dell  of  Holmesville, 
Nebr. 

Before  coming  to  Haxtun  twenty-four 
years  ago,  they  had  resided  at  Holmesville 
and  Lincoln,  Nebr.  They  have  retired  from 


active  farm  work.  They  have  always  bee 
faithful  workers  in  the  church  an 
community. 

The  couple  have  four  children,  Eldon  < 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  Beth  and  Paul  of  Denve 
Colo.,  and  Fred  of  Haxtun,  all  of  who] 
were  present  for  the  happy  occasion. — Bet 
H.  Reinecker,  Denver,  Colo. 

Golden  Wedding 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Washington  Teett 
of  Grottoes,  Va.,  celebrated  their  gold* 
wedding  anniversary  Jan.  25,  1950. 

A  special  program  was  planned  in  the 
honor  by  the  members  of  the  Grotto 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Va.  After  sever 
songs,  poems,  solos,  and  a  short  devotion 
period,  Bro.  C.  E.  Long  brought  a  sho 
message  which  was  very  appropriate  f 
the  occasion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teeter  we 
presented  with  a  number  of  gifts.  Refres 
ments  were  served  by  the  ladies. 

Mrs.  Teeter  has  been  an  interested,  loy 
and  active  member  of  the  Grottoes  chun 
ever  since  its  beginning. 


Bro.  Teeter,  aged  eighty-three,  and  Sister 
Teeter,  aged  eighty-one,  were  married  Jan. 

25,  1900,  at  Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  by  Bro.  Peter 
Garber.  They  have  six  living  children: 
Mrs.  Charles  Wampler  of  Weyers  Cave, 
Va.,  Mrs.  John  McCutchen  of  Covington, 
Va.,  Herbert  of  Grottoes,  Mrs.  Arlene 
Young,  at  home,  Mrs.  Griffin  Young  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  August  Altaffer 
of  Mt.  Sidney,  Va.  They  also  have  five 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil- 
dren.— Fred  Bowman,   Grottoes,   Va. 

Cripe-Hartsough. — David  S.  Cripe  and 
Velma  Fae  Hartsough,  both  of  Goshen, 
Ind.,  Feb.  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — Orvin  J.  Kilmer,   Goshen,  Ind. 

Curfman-Garwood.  —  Melvin  Curfman 
and  Charlotte  Garwood,  at  the  Sunnyside 
church,  Wash.,  March  17,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— B.  J.  Fike,   Outlook,   Wash. 

Maes-Alberls. — Frank  Maes  and  Jacka- 
lun  Alberts,  both  of  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  Feb. 

26,  1950,  in  the  Second  church,  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  W.  Eshel- 
man,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Miller-Kemmer. — Glen  E.  Miller  and 
Helen  A.  Kemmer,  both  of  Pyrmont,  Ind., 
March  19,  1950,  in  the  Rossville  church 
parsonage,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Peats-Davis.  —  Edward  Peats  of  Man- 
zanola,  Colo.,  and  Mrs.  Euliah  Davis  of 
Ordway,  Colo.,  March  16,  1950,  in  the 
Miami  church,  N.  Mex.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— H.  M.  Coppock,  Miami,  N.  Mex. 

Reinoehl-Shumaker. — Paul  Reinoehl  of 
Ashley,  Ind.,  and  Jean  Shumaker  of  Wa- 
terloo, Ind.,  March  17,  1950,  in  the  couple's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Russell  A. 
Sherman,  Garrett,  Ind. 

Smith-Jay.— Robert  K.  Smith  of  Everett, 
Pa.,  and  Anna  L.  Jay  of  Breezewood,  Pa., 
Jan.  28,  1950,  in  the  Cherry  Lane  parson- 
age, by  the  undersigned.— Guy  S.  Fern, 
Clearville,  Pa. 

Sparks-Campbell.— Louis  Sparks  and 
Belva  L.  Campbell,  both  of  Reedley,  Calif., 
Feb.  4,  1950,  in  the  Reedley  church,  by  the 
bride's  father,  Joe  E.  Campbell.— Fannie 
McCahill,  Reedley,  Calif. 

Sievens-Brinkley.— Robert  Stevens  and 
Lois  Brinkley,  both  of  Rocky  Ford,  Colo., 
in  the  Rocky  Ford  church,  Dec.  22,  1949,  by 
the  undersigned.— Frank  E.  Nies,  Rocky 
Ford,  Colo. 

Wilson-Halierman.— James  J.  Wilson  and 
Edna  Halterman,  both  of  Bergton,  Va.,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride's  brother,  by  the 
undersigned.— E.  E.  Bowman,  Boones  Mill, 
Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Bernard  Clyde  Hollingshead 

The  Harrisburg  church  and  community 
were  very  much  shocked  and  grieved  to 
learn  of  the  death  of  Bernard  ("Bernie") 
Clyde  Hollingshead 
on  Feb.  5.  He 
would  have  been 
six  years  old  on 
March  22.  He  is 
survived  by  his 
brother,  Joel,  and 
his  parents,  Fred- 
erick C,  pastor  of 
the  Harrisburg 
church,  and  Mary 
Ellen  Hollingshead. 
While  playing 
back  of  the  church 
where  workmen 
were  putting  a 
new  window  in  the 
church  kitchen,  "Bernie"  fell,  fracturing 
his  skull  when  it  hit  the  curb.  Two  opera- 
tions, several  blood  transfusions,  special 
nursing  and  the  prayers  of  many  people 
could  not  save  him.  Though  not  doubting 
the  love  and  wisdom  of  a  kind  heavenly 
Father,  it  required  a  great  deal  of  effort 
to  pray,  "Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 
To  see  "Bernie"  once  was  enough  to  re- 
member him.  He  was  an  energetic  and 
lovable  lad.   Everybody  in  the  community 


in  which  the  church  and  parsonage  are  lo- 
cated knew  him.  He  loved  everybody.  A 
memorial  missionary  fund  was  established 
with  money  that  otherwise  would  have 
gone  into  floral  tributes. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Mussel- 
man's  funeral  home  in  Lemoyne  by  Bro. 
R.  W.  Schlosser,  presiding  elder  of  the 
church,  and  the  undersigned.  Burial  was 
made  in  Shoops  cemetery,  near  Harris- 
burg, with  Bernard  King  of  York,  Pa., 
conducting  the  graveside  service. — Levi  K. 
Ziegler,   Lemoyne,   Pa. 

Alma  D.  Teach 

Alma  D.  Teach,  daughter  of  Elder  J.  E. 

and   Emma    Hertzler   Barnhart,    was    born 

Aug.  11,  1890,  in  Great  Bend,  Kansas,  and 

passed  away  Feb.  3, 

1950,  at  her  home  in 

Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

While  she  was  still 
young,  her  parents 
returned  to  Ohio 
and  re-established 
residence  in  Clark 
County.  Here  she 
grew  to  adulthood 
in  the  spiritual  fel- 
lowship of  the  Don- 
nels  Creek  congre- 
gation, where  she 
was  baptized  in 
1906. 

She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Roy  B. 
Teach  in  1910.  In 
1917  they  were  called  to  the  ministry  in 
the  New  Carlisle  congregation.  After  sev- 
eral years'  preparation  at  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,   they   served   ten   years   in  the 


pastorate  of  the  Loon  Creek  church,  Middle 
Indiana;  three  years  in  field  service  for 
McPherson  College;  ten  years  in  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Brookville  church,  Ohio. 
Here,  she  was  district  director  of  missions 
on  the  women's  work  cabinet  for  five 
years.  Since  1947,  they  have  served  the 
Cerro  Gordo  church,  111.  Her  part  in  this 
co-labor  with  her  husband  was  noteworthy 
for  the  quiet,  gracious  manner  in  which 
she  combined  the  roles  of  minister's  wife 
and  mother. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  five 
daughters,  Mrs.  Galen  L.  Paul  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Mrs.  George  Alber  of  Newport  News, 
Va.,  Mrs.  Don  Frederick  of  McPherson, 
Kansas,  Mrs.  Alfred  Hollenberg  of  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.,  Mrs.  Dean  Denlinger  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  three  grandchildren;  six  broth- 
ers; and  two  sisters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Cerro 
Gordo  church,  111.,  and  at  the  New  Carlisle 
church,  Ohio.  Bro  E.  R.  Henricks,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Leland  Templeton  and  Rev.  Ed- 
monds of  the  Methodist  church,  were  in 
charge  of  the  services  at  Cerro  Gordo. 
Brethren  V.  F.  Schwalm  and  Philip  Lauver 
were  in  charge  of  the  services  at  New 
Carlisle.  Burial  was  made  in  New  Carlisle. 
At  her  own  request  flowers  were  omitted 
from  the  funeral  services  and  a  mission 
memorial  fund  for  the  Garkida  Leper  Col- 
ony was  established. — S.  L.  Barnhart, 
Chico,  Calif. 

Arnold,  Charles,  son  of  Aaron  and 
Amanda  Isenberger  Arnold,  was  born  in 
the  Sidney  community,  Sept.  8,  1872,  and 
died  March  14,  1950.  As  a  young  man, 
he  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  During  the 
early  part  of  his  final  illness  he  received 


1  Whither; 


TOGSi 


£JtH  B.  STATtf 


28 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


If  you  have  wondered 

— why  ministers  love  their  work  de- 
svite  its  many  problems 

— why  a  minister's  wife  is  so  impor- 
tant in  the  church's  Hie 

— why  a  minister's  children  have  pe- 
culiar problems  to  face 

— what  life  looks  like  from  the  van- 
tage point  of  a  Brethren  parsonage 


Then  you  should  read 
WHITHER  THOU  GOEST 

a  novel  by  Ruth  B.  Slatler 

•  In  this  delightful  and  sparkling  story  is  a  fascinating 
account  of  the  pastoral  experiences  of  John  and  Mary  Jane 
Keller,  who  were  Church  of  the  Brethren  pastors  during 
the  period  including  and   between  the  two  world  wars. 

•  "This  book  would  be  good  for  all  church  members  to 
read.  Perhaps  more  love  and  sympathy  for  our  ministers 
would  be  aroused,  for  all  ministers  have  experiences  sim- 
ilar to  John's  and  Mary  Jane's.  Perhaps  there  would  be 
more  praying  for  our  ministers  and  not  so  much  criticism." 
— The  Gospel  Herald  (publication  of  the  Old  Mennonite 

Church) 

Price.  $2.50 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


the  anointing  service.  On  Feb.  23,  1898, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah 
Shively.  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  served 
the  church  for  many  years  in  the  office 
of  deacon.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  two  sons,  several  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Spring  Creek  church  by  Bro.  Leonard 
Custer,  his  pastor,  assisted  by  Rev.  Ray- 
mond Wrightsman  of  the  Old  German  Bap- 
tist Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the  South 
Whitley  cemetery. — Leonard  Custer,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

Becker,  Sharon  Lee,  daughter  of  Kenneth 
and  Bertha  Hebel  Becker,  was  born  April 
18,  1949,  and  died  March  6,  1950.  On  Sept. 
11,  1949,  she  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
in  the  Elizabethtown  church  by  her  par- 
ents. Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro. 
Nevin  H.  Zuck,  her  pastor.  Interment  was 
in  the  West  Greentree  cemetery. — Nevin  H. 
Zuck,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Bowers,  Paul  William,  son  of  Darius  and 
Elizabeth  Bowers,  was  born  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
July  2,  1916,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1950,  in  the 
Lima  district  hospital.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Pera,  one  son,  one  stepdaughter, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
and  previous  to  his  last  illness  had  been 
active  in  Christian  service  in  the  Eel  River 
church  near  North  Manchester,  Ind.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Lima,  Ohio,  by  the  writer, 
assisted  by  Bro.  J.  Earl  Hostetter  of  Clay- 
pool,  Ind.  This  service  was  followed  by 
a  brief  message  by  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer 
at  the  Eagle  Creek  church.  Burial  was  in 
the  Eagle  Creek  cemetery  near  by. — A.  G. 
Freed,  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Brower,  Wilbur  I.,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Brower,  was  born  in  Wabash 
County,  Ind.,  Oct.  1,  1882,  and  died  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  Feb.  16,  1950.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an 
early  age  and  remained  faithful  to  the 
church  until  his  death.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Rose  Miller  in  1913,  and  to 
this  union  seven  children  were  born.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  six  children,  one 
sister  and  ten  grandchildren.  In  1915  the 
church  called  him  to  the  office  of  deacon, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  many 
years.  He  and  his  family  were  charter 
members  of  the  Guthrie  church,  Minn. 
He  helped  to  erect  the  present  church 
building.  In  March  1939  the  church  called 
him  to  the  ministry.  He  served  as  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Carrington,  N.  Dak.,  until 
ill-health  forced  him  to  resign  in  1942. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  David 
L.  Holl  in  the  First  church   at  Portland, 


Oregon.  Interment  was  in  Riverview  Ab- 
bey.— Mrs.  Doris  M.  McKee,  Portland, 
Oregon. 

Cox,  Joseph  Elmer,  was  born  Feb.  28, 
1863,  near  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  died  Jan. 
21,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Winter  Park,  Fla. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons, 
one  daughter  and  eight  grandchildren.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Fairchild's  undertaking  parlors  by  Elder 
C.  E.  Bower,  assisted  by  J.  A.  Richards. 
Burial  was  in  the  Palm  cemetery  at  Winter 
Park.— Mrs.  C.  E.  Bower,  Winter  Park,  Fla. 
Flory,  Josiah  L.,  son  of  Elias  and  Nancy 
Benedict  Flory,  was  born  near  Altenwald, 
Pa.,  July  24,  1871,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  March  12,  1950.  In 
1894  he  was  married  to  Jennie  Deardorff. 
About  forty-eight  years  ago  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  four  sons,  one  daughter 
and  ten  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Grove  funeral  home  in 
Waynesboro  by  Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler. 
Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  at  the 
Brown's  Mill  church,  north  of  Greencastle, 
Pa. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Harding,  Lizzie,  was  born  May  22,  1888, 
in  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  and  died  Feb.  9, 
1950,  at  the  Emanuel  hospital  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Alphonzo  John  Harding,  two  daughters, 
one  son,  eight  grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  three  sisters.  Memorial  services  were 
held  at  the  Little  Chapel  of  the  Chimes 
by  Bro.  David  L.  Holl,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Stanley  G.  Keller,  pastor  of  the  Medford 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Lincoln  Me- 
morial park. — Mrs.  Doris  M.  McKee,  Port- 
land,  Oregon. 

Hill,  Charlotte,  died  Feb.  27,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  She  is  survived 
by  one  sister  and  one  granddaughter.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Windber 
church  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Gehman.  Burial  was 
in  the  Diamondville  cemetery  in  Indiana 
County,  Pa. — Mrs.  Wayne  Adkins,  Windber, 
Pa. 

Lindsirom,  Rudolph  August,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  March  2,  1873.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica about  1890.  He  was  married  to  Jennie 
Christina  Lundahl  of  Sycamore,  111.,  in 
1901.  He  came  to  Calgary,  Alberta,  Can- 
ada, in  1905.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
First  church  in  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son  and 
three  granddaughters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned  and  Rev. 
Tengbaum  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church.  Burial  was  in  Queen's  Park  ceme- 
tery in  Calgary.— I.  M.  McCune,  Calgary, 
Alberta,  Canada. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


Indiana 

La  Porle.  —  Bro.  Herbert  Zook  has 
preached  for  us  on  several  Sundays  during 
the  past  few  months.  On  Dec.  4  Bro.  J.  W. 
Grater  and  his  son  of  the  Mexico  home 
were  with  us  and  Bro.  Grater  preached  for 
us.  There  has  been  much  sickness  among 
our  members.  Three  were  in  the  hospital 
but  are  much  better  now.  Our  aid  society 
meets  every  Wednesday  for  all-day  meet- 
ings and  the  women's  work  group  meets 
once  a  month  at  different  homes.  On  Feb. 
26  Sister  Nettie  Weybright  gave  us  a  report 
of  her  trip  to  Europe. — Mrs.  Goldie  Tom- 
lonson.  La  Porte,  Ind. 

Mexico. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  25  our 
church  choir  presented  the  Christmas  can- 
tata. Chimes  of  the  Holy  Night.  The  men's 
fellowship  supper  was  held  Jan.  24  in  the 
church  basement.  Thurman  Hopper  gave 
a  talk  and  showed  pictures  of  his  Euro- 
pean trip.  Our  aid  society  meets  every 
two  weeks  to  quilt  and  sew  for  relief. 
Our  achievement  offering  was  lifted  on 
Feb.  12.  The  adult  offering  amounted  to 
$329.94  and  the  children's  offering 
amounted  to  $202.25,  making  a  total  of 
$532.19.  We  met  in  our  quarterly  council 
on  March  2.    We  will  hold  a  consecration 
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ANNUAL 

June    13-18, 
Mich. 


CONFERENCE 

Grand    Rapids, 


LOVE    FEASTS 


April  30, 


Florida 

Clay  County. 


Illinois 
May    7,    7:30    pm.    Panther 

Creek. 
May  13,  Allison  Prairie. 

Indiana 

May  6,   Bethany. 

May  7,  Pleasant  Hill. 

May  7,  7:30  pm,  Muncie. 

May  11,  7:45  pm,  Pleasant 
Valley. 

May   13,   Windfall. 

May  13,  7:30  pm.  Blue  Riv- 
er. 

May  20,    Rossville. 

May  27,  Liberty  Mills. 

Maryland 

April  30,   6  pm,   Baltimore. 
April  30,  6:30  pm,  Westmin- 
ster. 
April  30,  7  pm,  Sams  Creek. 
May  6,  7  pm,   Stone  Ridge. 


May  7,  6:30  pm,  Rocky 
Ridge. 

May  13,  5:30  pm,  Browns- 
ville. 

May  21,  Peachblossom, 
Fairview. 

New   York 

May  7,   Brooklyn,   First. 

Ohio 

April    30,    Springfield    (N.E. 

Ohio). 
May  7,  7  pm,  Center. 
May    20,    7:30    pm,    Middle 

District. 

Oklahoma 

May  7,  7:30  pm.  Big  Creek. 

Pennsylvania 

April  30,  Jennersville. 

April  30,  Lower  Claar. 

April  30,  6:30  pm,  Mt.  Oli- 
vet. 

April  30,  7:30  pm,  Leamers- 
ville. 

May  6,  2  pm,  Conewago. 

May  6,  7,  2  pm,  Bachman- 
ville. 

May  7,  Green  Tree. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

May  7,   6  pm,   Lititz. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Reading. 


May  7,  6:30  pm,  New  En- 
terprise. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  Woodbury, 
Replogle. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Allentown. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Pike. 

May  7,  7  pm,  York,  Madi- 
son Avenue. 

May  7,  7:15  pm,   Smithfield. 

May  13,   1:30  pm,   Richland. 

May   13,   14,   Little   Swatara. 

May  13,  14,  2:30  pm,  Mid- 
way. 

May  14,  2  pm,  Spring 
Grove,  Kemper. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  White 
Oak,   GraybiU. 

May  20,  10  am,  Big  Swatara, 
Hanoverdale. 

May  20,  2  pm,  Bareville. 

May  20,  21,  10  am,  Schuyl- 
kill,  Big   Dam. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Meyer. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Spring- 
ville,  Mohler. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,    Mummerts. 

May  21,   Carson  Valley. 

May  24,  25,  10  am,  West 
Conestoga,   Middle   Creek. 

Virginia 

April  30,  4  pm,  Buena  Vista. 


Pictures  and  Comments 
by  Ernest  G.   Hoff 

Out  of  the  thousands  of  fine  pic- 
tures the  author-photographer 
has  taken,  he  has  selected  over 
ninety  as  the  basis  for  brief 
editorial  interpretation.  He  has 
combined  two  complementary 
skills  to  produce  a  unique  and 
beautiful  book.  The  central 
theme  strikes  an  encouraging 
note.  In  the  common  as  well  as 
the  unusual  scenes  of  life  the 
author  finds  many  reasons  why 
one  should  take  heart.  Ninety- 
five  pictures  and  ninety-six 
large-sized  pages.  A  book  to 
cherish  and  to  share.  Price,  $2.00. 

Brethren  Publishing  House 
Elgin,  Illinois 
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are  a  member  of  a  committee  or  a  board  you  can 
improve  your  service  on  that  body  by  reading 

The  Art  of  Board  Membership 

by  Roy  Sorenson 

—  It  defines  the  specific  duties  and  responsibilities  of  both 
laymen  and  professional  executives 

—  It  describes  the  handling  of  meetings,  and  prescribes  the 
elements  of  a  good  board  or  committee  meeting 

—  It  shows   by  practical   examples   how   a   board   and  its 
members  may  avoid  trial  and  error 

—  It  gives  the  inside  story  of  what  goes  on — and  why — 
when  boards  and  committees  meet 

The  price  is  $2.00 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 
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building,  a  parsonage  in  the  near  future. 
We  voted  to  hold  services  on  Holy  Week 
with  our  communion  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning. During  the  week  of  April  23  Bro. 
Becker  of  Bryan  will  hold  a  week  of  evan- 
gelistic services  for  us.  Bro.  Orville  Noff- 
singer  has  consented  to  be  our  part-time 
pastor  until  we  can  secure  a  full-time  pas- 
tor. Our  ladies'  aid  observed  its  anni- 
versary in  February  with  a  family  night. 
Our  attendance  has  been  holding  up  well. 
— Mrs.  Mazie  Noffsinger,  Defiance,  Ohio. 
Polsdam. — On  March  5  our  regular  coun- 
cil meeting  was  held  with  Bro.  Blessing 
presiding.  On  Jan.  15  we  were  pleased  to 
have  Nilkanth  Chavre,  an  Indian,  as  the 
guest  speaker  in  the  afternoon.  On  Jan. 
29  Bro.  Earl  Gorrell  was  our  evening 
speaker.  The  men  of  the  church  spent 
one  Saturday  working  on  the  parsonage. 
Several  persons  from  our  church  attended 
the  missionary  rally  of  Southern  Ohio  on 
Feb.  5  at  Covington  and  Brookville.  Bro. 
Harold  Helstern  was  with  us  on  Feb.  12. 
Some  of  our  men  have  been  going  to  Tur- 
key Creek  to  help  with  their  parsonage. 
The  church  observed  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  24  in  co- 
operation with  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  and  United  Missionary  churches 
of  Potsdam.  On  Feb.  26  Bro.  Lon  Karns 
delivered  a  sermon  in  the  evening.  Upon 
request,  several  letters  were  granted.  Sev- 
eral women  attended  the  women's  meet- 
ing at  the  Dixie  high  school  on  March  11. 
The  ladies'  aid  made  several  layettes  for 
relief.  Our  spring  communion  will  be  held 
on  Good  Friday  evening. — Mrs.  Velma 
Heck,  Laura,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Jennersville. — Three  members  have  been 
aded  to  the  church  by  baptism.  On  Nov. 
6  the  Student  Christian  movement  of  Eliza- 


service  for  babies  and  small  children  on 
Easter.  We  voted  to  join  in  the  union 
services  of  the  community  during  the  sum- 
mer months.  Harley  Fisher  and  Henry 
Balsbaugh  were  selected  as  our  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference. — Naomi  Beard, 
Mexico,  Ind. 

Rossvilie. — We  met  in  regular  council  on 
March  2  with  our  elder,  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine, 
presiding.  The  date  for  our  spring  love 
feast  has  been  set  for  the  evening  of  May 
20.  On  the  Friday  evening  before  Christ- 
mas a  pageant,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  was 
presented  and  on  Sunday  morning  the  pri- 
mary department  presented  a  short  pro- 
gram. A  group  of  young  people  went 
caroling  to  the  homes  of  the  sick  and 
shut-in.  The  women's  work  and  a  Sunday- 
school  class  sent  three  relief  bags  to  New 
Windsor.  We  are  expecting  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Anti- Saloon  League  to  be  with 
us  on  April  16. — Mrs.  Vernie  Jackson,  Ross- 
vilie,  Ind. 

Kansas 
Topeka. — We  held  a  school  of  missions 
the  last  week  in  January,  conducted  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker.  In 
January  the  men  met  for  the  purpose  of 
reorganizing  the  men's  brotherhood,  and 
to  set  some  goals  and  projects  for  the 
men's  work  for  the  coming  year.  Their 
first  project  was  cleaning  and  redecorating 
the  church  basement.  They  have  also  com- 
pleted the  baptistry.  The  Homebuilders 
Sunday-school  class  is  paying  for  a  large 
picture  to  be  hung  back  of  the  baptistry. 
On  Jan.  27  the  district  ministerial  retreat 
was  held  in  our  church.  We  now  have  a 
nursery  in  the  church  with  a  loud-speaker 
installed,  which  was  a  project  of  the  Chris- 
tian Comrades  Sunday-school  class.  On  the 
evening  of  March  19  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler 
spoke  in  our  church.  The  other  churches 
of  the  district  were  our  guests  at  this 
meeting.  Representatives  of  McPherson 
College  and  ministers  and  lay  members  of 
this  district  had  a  meeting  in  our  church  on 
March  8.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  will 
be  held  on  March  22  with  Bro.  Blair  Hel- 
man,  pastor  of  the  Ottawa  church,  as  the 
guest  speaker.  We  will  have  Holy  Week 
services    conducted    by    our    pastor,    Bro. 
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Charles  Dumond,  Sr.  Each  evening  there 
will  be  special  music.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  evening.  On  Easter 
evening  there  will  be  baptismal  services. 
Each  morning  during  Holy  Week  our  pas- 
tor will  broadcast  over  station  KTOP. — 
Mary  M.  Smith,  Topeka,  Kansas. 
Maryland 

Hagerstown. — Our  church  was  host  to  the 
annual  county  leadership  training  school. 
An  impressive  installation  service  was  held 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Carl  E.  Myers,  who 
recently  began  their  work  as  assistant  pas- 
tors of  the  church.  Our  church  observed 
visitation  week  when  members  volunteered 
to  use  their  evenings  visiting  in  the  homes 
of  other  members.  On  Dec.  3  at  our  family 
fellowship,  the  picture,  Like  a  Mighty 
Army,  was  shown.  On  Dec.  7  the  district 
youth  banquet  was  held  in  our  church  with 
Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller  of  Washington  as 
the  speaker.  On  Dec.  9  our  church-school 
teachers  and  officers  met  at  a  supper  meet- 
ing for  an  evening  of  business  and  inspir- 
ation. We  welcomed  Christa  Ulbrich,  a 
German  student  who  will  be  here  for  a 
year  and  who  is  living  in  the  Robinson 
home,  into  our  congregation.  The  adult 
choir  presented  a  Christmas  cantata  on 
Dec.  18  and  our  white  gift  candlelight  serv- 
ice was  held.  We  started  the  New  Year 
with  a  reception  honoring  Brother  and 
Sister  Paul  M.  Robinson,  who  have  served 
us  for  ten  years.  A  silver  service  was  pre- 
sented to  them,  together  with  funds  to  be 
added  to  their  European  travel  fund,  which 
our  church  started  for  them  at  the  end  of 
their  fifth  year.  The  speakers  were  Breth- 
ren Calvert  N.  Ellis,  Warren  Bowman  and 
Russell  Butcher,  president  of  the  local  min- 
isterial association.  Bro.  Robinson  pre- 
sented a  series  of  lectures  during  a  six 
weeks'  period  on  the  History  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  On  Feb.  5  Bro.  Ira  Petre 
brought  us  an  interesting  message  on  his 
Africa  experiences.  Our  annual  father  and 
son  banquet  was  held  with  Dr.  Edwin  H. 
Sponseller  of  Hood  College  as  the  speaker. 
— Bertha  Mary  Negley,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Ohio 

Defiance. — Our  church  met  in  council  on 
March  8,  with  Bro.  Jay  Hornish  presiding. 
Bro.  Orville  Noffsinger  was  elected  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  We  au- 
thorized our  trustees  to  buy,  or  see  about 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  432.  Wanted:  High  school  teaching 
position  in  Latin,  English,  or  history  de- 
partment. Would  like  rural  or  semirural 
community  where  school  has  program  of 
evening  and  week-end  activities  for  all  age 
groups.  Am  a  graduate  of  a  church  col- 
lege and  have  thirteen  years'  experience. 
Wife  and  I  have  taken  active  part  in  work 
camp  program.  Have  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  433.  Would  like  to  buy  a  used  tri- 
purpose  projector  and  screen.  Would  like 
to  buy  or  rent  a  tent,  20  feet  or  larger. 
Write:  Mrs.  Walter  Replogle,  Fruitdale, 
Ala. 

No.  434.  For  rent:  80-acre  farm,  dairy 
at  the  present  time.  Six  minutes  walk  to 
large  Brethren  college.  Prefer  family  of 
at  least  eight  children,  who  are  anxious 
to  get  college  education.  Prefer  family 
from  Virginia  or  West  Virginia.  Write: 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  435.  For  sale:  Six  lots.  Seven 
blocks  from  Manchester  College.  Six 
blocks  from  Walnut  Street  church.  One 
priced  at  $400;  others  $300  each.  Write: 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  436.  For  sale:  Thirty-six-acre  farm 
three  miles  east  of  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
Modern  house,  excellent  chicken  house. 
Only  $2,500  down.  Immediate  possession. 
Write:  Frantz  Insurance  Agency,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

No.  437.  Brethren  family  with  two  chil- 
dren desires  to  rent  5-  or  6-room  house, 
near  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  land  enough 
for  garden  and  chickens.  Rent  not  exceed- 
ing $45  per  month.  Write  Mrs.  Frank  Mun- 
cey,  608  Lake  St.,  Richardson  Park,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 


bethtown  College  presented  a  program.  At 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  district  confer- 
ence they  voted  to  give  us  aid  in  our  build- 
ing project.  The  men's  and  women's  work 
groups  each  donated  $500  to  our  building 
fund,  which  brings  our  total  up  to  $1,752.08. 
On  the  morning  of  Dec.  19  the  children 
presented  a  Christmas  program  and  in  the 
evening  our  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  Samuel  Shotzberger,  held  a  candle- 
light song  service.  During  the  holidays 
the  film,  A  Savior  Is  Born,  was  shown. 
On  Jan.  2  our  young  people  reorganized. 
Recently  our  women's  work  group  tied  two 
comforters  and  made  thirty  pounds  of 
soap  for  relief.  Our  Achievement  Offering 
amounted  to  $66.94.— Mrs.  Floyd  Welch, 
West  Grove,  Pa. 

Lancaster. — Since  our  last  report,  two 
new  members  were  taken  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  Our  chil- 
dren's Christmas  program  was  held  on 
the  morning  of  Dec.  18.  Our  white  gift 
service  was  part  of  this  program.  The 
children's  offering  was  presented  for  mis- 
sion work,  food  and  money  for  needy  fam- 
ilies and  shut-ins  and  the  world-wide  mis- 
sion offering.  Our  combined  junior  and 
senior  choirs  presented  a  Christmas  musi- 
cale  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18.  On  Christ- 
mas morning  our  CBYF  sang  Christmas 
carols  for  the  aged  people  and  shut-ins  of 
the  church  and  also  for  the  old  folks  at  the 
Neffsville     Home.      Our    midweek     prayer 


service  was  held  at  the  Neffsville  Home 
during  the  holiday  season.  Family  night 
was  held  on  New  Year's  Eve.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Jan.  1  our  CBYF  presented  a  play 
entitled  The  Town  That  Couldn't  Have 
Christmas.  The  Grantham  male  quartet 
from  Messiah  Bible  College  presented  a 
program  in  song  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  8. 
Bro.  Jacob  Dick  from  the  Lititz  church  was 
our  guest  speaker  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  15. 
A  group  of  volunteer  service  workers  from 
New  Windsor  were  with  us  on  Jan.  22. 
Bro.  Reuel  B.  Pritchett  of  Tennessee  de- 
livered a  message  to  us  in  the  morning 
and  the  other  members  participated  in  the 
evening  service.  One  of  our  own  CBYF 
members,  Nancy  Boose,  who  recently  went 
into  volunteer  Service  work,  was  with  the 
group  at  that  time  but  has  since  been 
transferred  to  Chicago.  Bro.  Ralph  Schlos- 
ser  of  Elizabethtown  College  conducted  a 
Bible  institute  at  our  church  during  the 
morning  and  evening  services  on  Jan.  29. 
Our  pastor  spoke  over  our  local  radio 
stations  in  January  and  February.  Our 
Achievement  Offering,  amounting  to 
$704.71,  was  lifted  on  Feb.  12.  The  annual 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  22  with  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler 
as  the  guest  speaker.  Later  in  the  evening 
Bro.  Zeigler  conducted  another  service  and 
showed  slides  from  his  travels  in  Europe. 
A  school  of  missions  on  Japan  was  con- 
ducted during  the  month  of  February.    At 
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are  these  two  books 
by  Warren  D.  Bow- 
man, president  of 
Bridgewater  College. 
They  have  been  writ- 
ten out  of  long  study 
and  extensive  coun- 
seling with  married 
couples  and  those 
looking  toward  mar- 
riage. 


Counseling  With  Couples  Before  Marriage 

Many  ministers  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  advise  young 
people  who  are  expecting  to  marry.  This  little  book  con- 
tains much  very  helpful  material  on  how  to  counsel  with 
them,  what  to  discuss  with  them,  and  other  related  matters. 
Any  minister  will  have  a  much  clearer  conception  of  his 
responsibilities  and  opportunities  in  that  important  area  of 
work  if  he  gives  this  book  careful  study.  Paper  bound. 
Price,  25   cents. 

Home  Builders  of  Tomorrow 

A  scientific  and  wholesome  treatment  of  problems  common 
to  young  people  looking  toward  establishing  homes  of  their 
own.  It  gives  consideration  to  the  forming  of  friendships, 
choosing  a  life  companion,  the  period  of  courtship,  the  en- 
gagement, and  entering  marriage.  The  viewpoint  is  definite- 
ly Christian.  The  wide  popularity  of  this  book  in  both 
Brethren  and  non-Brethren  circles  is  an  indication  of  its 
essential  worth  to  tomorrow's  home  builders.    Price,  $1.00. 
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the  last  session  Dr.  John  B.  Noss,  who 
formerly  lived  in  Japan,  was  our  guest 
speaker.  The  last  relief  shipment  made  by 
the  women's  work  included  747  pounds  of 
clothing  and  177  pounds  of  fat.  This  group 
is  also  paying  for  the  support  of  a  child  in 
Africa  and  one  in  India.  In  addition  to  this 
project  they  have  contributed  $100  to  the 
national  project  and,  as  in  past  years,  are 
supplying  our  local  Y.W.C.A.  with  a  sub- 
scription to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  They 
have  completed  155  pieces  for  the  local 
hospital  during  the  past  quarter.  Our  men's 
work  has  pledged,  in  addition  to  labor, 
$200  to  the  building  program  at  Camp 
Swatara.  Our  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent is  now  editing  a  newsletter  which  is 
mailed  monthly  to  each  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  officer.  We  are  planning  to 
have  a  series  of  pre-Easter  evangelistic 
services  April  3-7  with  Brethren  Abram 
Hess  of  the  Conestoga  church,  Lester 
Schreiber  of  Mechanic  Grove,  Berkey 
Knavel  of  Meyerstown,  David  Albright  of 
Elizabethown  College  and  W.  E.  Glasmire 
of  our  own  congregation  as  the  speakers. 
Our  CBYF  is  planning  a  special  Easter 
sunrise  service  and  our  choirs  are  working 
on  a  special  musical  program  for  Easter. — 
Mrs.  Walter  D.  Mellinger,  Whitmer,  Pa. 

Mechanic  Grove.  —  The  Elizabethtown 
College  choir  presented  a  sacred  concert 
on  the  morning  of  Feb.  26.  Bro.  Deardorff 
of  Elgin  met  with  the  trustees  and  the  of- 
ficial board  to  discuss  plans  for  remodel- 
ing our  church.  Sister  Grace  Clapper,  mis- 
sionary to  China,  delivered  a  fine  mis- 
sionary message  on  March  12.  Bro.  Ralph 
W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  will  con- 
duct our  evangelistic  meeting  for  two 
weeks  beginning  May  14.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  June  4.  On  March  26  a 
delegation  from  our  church  is  going  to 
New  Windsor  to  work.  On  Mother's  Day 
there  will  be  a  consecration  service  for 
babies.  We  are  glad  to  have  three  DP 
families  living  in  our  church  district  with 
our  church  members.  They  attend  the 
church  services  regularly. — Martha  A. 
Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa. 

Nanty  Glo. — Our  revival  services  were 
held  with  Bro.  Merrill  Weyant  of  Rock  Hill 
Furnace  as  the  evangelist.  As  a  result  of 
the  meetings,  fifteen  persons  were  baptized 
and  three  were  reconsecrated.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  last  evening  of  the 
meetings  with  the  largest  attendance  for 
many  years.  Our  church  was  represented 
at  our  district  meeting  by  more  than  our 
quota.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  John  Brumbaugh, 
was  in  the  hospital  but  has  now  recovered 
from  his  illness.  During  his  absence  the 
pastoral  work  was  taken  care  of  by  Breth- 
ren Chalmer  and  George  Dilling,  Richard 
Grumbling  and  David  C.  Emerson.  Several 
others  of  our  members  were  also  hospital- 
ized. Our  Christmas  program  was  pre- 
sented on  Dec.  25.  During  the  early  part 
of  January  a  council  meeting  was  called, 
at  which  time  Bro.  David  C.  Emerson  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  by  Brethren  J.  A. 
Robinson,  George  Wright  and  Chalmer  C. 
Dilling.  Bro.  Emerson  is  now  the  pastor 
of  the  Fairchance  church.  Bro.  Wilbur 
Mullen  was  with  us  for  a  service  and  told 
of  the  relief  work  being  done  in  Germany. 
Our  Achievement  Offering  amounted  to 
ninety-five  dollars.  We  expect  to  have  the 
peace  caravaners  with  us  in  the  near  fu- 
ture.—Mrs.  Emily  Dumond  Fresh,  Nanty 
Glo,  Pa. 

Roxbury. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  our 
church.  We  had  services  every  night  the 
week  before  with  pastors  of  our  churches 
in  Johnstown  filling  the  pulpit.  On  Dec.  4, 
Bro.  T.  F.  Henry,  one  of  our  former  pas- 
tors, delivered  the  morning  message.  In 
the  afternoon  we  were  privileged  to  have 
with  us  Sister  J.  H.  Cassidy,  our  first  pas- 
tor's wife.  At  the  close  of  the  afternoon 
session  we  had  a  fellowship  supper.  Bro. 
E.  M.  Detwiler,  another  former  pastor,  was 
supposed  to  be  the  speaker  in  the  evening 
but,  because  of  illness,  he  could  not  be 
with  us.  On  Dec.  18  we  had  a  candlelight 
vesper  service.  On  Christmas  Day  we 
lifted     our     white     gift     offering,     which 
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amounted  to  $320.  During  Christmas  week 
the  three  adult  Bible  classes  held  a  Christ- 
mas party  with  our  DP  family  as  our 
guests.  We  gave  them  a  gift  of  sixty  dol- 
lars. Our  missionary  society  is  doing  a 
fine  work.  On  Feb.  26  Sister  Grace  V. 
Clapper  delivered  the  message.  This  past 
week  Bro.  Malhorn  Hoffman,  one  of  our 
deacons,  was  called  by  death.  The  Cru- 
saders Bible  class  sponsored  the  showing 
of  a  picture,  The  Salt  of  the  Earth. — Mrs. 
Mabel  Lambert,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Waynesboro. — The  Boy  Scouts  held  their 
annual  banquet  on  Dec.  8.  On  the  evening 
of  Dec.  18  our  church  and  chapel  choirs, 
under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Charles  M.  Cas- 
sel,  presented  a  program  of  Christmas 
music.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  25  the  Sun- 
day school  presented  a  pageant  entitled 
The  Well  of  the  Star.  On  Christmas  Day 
an  offering  was  lifted  for  world-wide  mis- 
sions. During  the  first  week  of  January  we 
united  with  the  others  of  our  local 
churches  in  a  union  prayer  service.  Rev. 
Arthur  Organ  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  gave  a  series  of  lectures  each  aft- 
ernoon. At  our  January  missionary  asso- 
ciation meeting  the  picture,  Piercing  the 
Shadows,  was  shown.  At  a  meeting  of  our 
women's  work  organization  on  Feb.  1 
Grace  Clapper,  missionary  to  China,  gave 
a  talk  entitled  Life  Under  Military  Occu- 
pation. On  the  following  Sunday  morning 
she  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  worship 
service.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  12  we  had 
a  special  service  in  observance  of  Boy 
Scout  Week  with  Rev.  George  H.  Bitner 
as  the  guest  speaker.  At  the  February 
meeting  of  the  W.C.T.U.  two  of  our  inter- 
mediate boys  discussed  the  narcotic  prob- 
lem— marihuana.  Two  persons  have  been 
added  to  our  church  since  our  last  report, 
one  by  letter  and  one  by  baptism. — Sudie 
M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
Texas 

Nocona. — Our  women's  work  has  redeco- 
rated the  parsonage  and  installed  a  gas 
heating  system.  At  Christmas  time  the 
young  people  and  children  presented  an 
impressive  service.  The  juniors  and  inter- 
mediates and  their  teachers  went  caroling 
for  several  shut-ins.  They  had  previously 
sent  eight  Christmas  packages  to  children 
overseas.  During  January  a  school  of  mis- 
sions was  held  each  Sunday  evening  with 
sessions  for  adults,  young  people  and  chil- 
dren. The  district  board  held  their  annual 
planning  conference  at  our  church  over 
the  last  week  end  of  January.  They 
gave  assistance  in  the  Sunday-school  serv- 
ice. Seven  family  packages  of  seeds  of 
hope  were  sent  to  Europe.  Five  members 
were  received  by  letter.  Our  recent  offering 
for  the  Brotherhood  Fund  totaled  $255.39. 
A  service  was  enjoyed  by  a  goodly  number 


on  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  Our  regular 
weekly  prayer  meetings  continue  with  good 
interest. — Mrs.  Lee  Priddy,  Bowie,  Texas. 

Tennessee 
Johnson  Cily,  First. — Since  our  last  re- 
port, two  members  have  been  received  by 
letter.  We  have  a  fellowship  lunch  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month  with  regular  Sun- 
day-school lessons  and  a  sermon  by  our 
pastor,  S.  L.  Ray.  In  the  afternoon  we  have 
programs  of  special  interest.  On  Christ- 
mas morning  the  children  presented  a  pro- 
gram and  in  the  evening  the  choir  pre- 
sented a  cantata.  We  entertained  the  dis- 
trict CBYF  during  the  holidays.  On  Feb. 
5  Bro.  Minor  Myers  delivered  the  message. 
The  women's  work  meets  twice  a  month  for 
all-day  work  and  once  a  month  for  a  pro- 
gram and  Bible  study.  On  Feb.  26,  after 
our  fellowship  lunch,  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter 
delivered  a  message  to  the  men  and  Mrs. 
Addington  entertained  the  women  with  an 
interesting  address.  We  entertained  the 
children's  district  work  conference  Feb. 
28 — -March  1.  The  principal  speakers  were 
Bro.  DeLauter,  the  fieldman  of  the  South- 
eastern Region  and  Dessie  Miller  of  Elgin. 
— Mrs.  Tenna  Leighton,  Johnson  City, 
Tenn. 

Virginia 
Schoolfield. — Bro.  John  W.  Gosnell,  our 
former  pastor,  left  us  to  enter  Bethany 
Seminary.  During  the  time  we  were  with- 
out a  pastor,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Breth- 
ren F.  B.  Layman,  L.  A.  Bowman,  W.  G. 
Sweitzer,  Frank  Layman,  Jr.,  and  Eugene 
H.  Kahle.  Bro.  Kahle  of  Princeton,  W.  Va., 
came  to  serve  us  as  full-time  pastor.  The 
installation  service  was  held  at  the  morn- 
ing service  the  first  Sunday  of  December 
with  Bro.  Y.  E.  Mitchell  bringing  the  mes- 
sage. Bro.  F.  B.  Layman,  our  elder,  par- 
ticipated in  the  installation  service  also. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  had 
our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting. 
Brother  and  Sister  Kahle  held  a  week  of 
revival  services  for  us.  There  were  two 
additions  to  the  church  and  several  recon- 


secrations.  Since  then,  four  others  have 
been  baptized.  Bro.  Howard  L.  Alley  of 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  a  returned  missionary  to 
India,  was  with  us  recently.  We  had  a  fel- 
lowship supper  at  the  church,  after  which 
Bro.  Alley  showed  pictures  and  talked  on 
the  work  of  India.  Bro.  Alley  is  a  former 
pastor  of  the  Schoolfield  church.  On  Dec. 
24  the  play,  The  Stranger  in  Bethlehem, 
and  the  children's  program  were  presented. 
The  young  married  people's  Sunday-school 
class  helped  a  needy  family  on  Christmas 
by  giving  them  food  and  clothing.  This 
class  and  the  young  people's  class  also 
sent  out  baskets  of  fruit  and  other  food  to 
the  sick  and  elderly  people  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  men's  organization  has  painted 
and  redecorated  the  basement,  which  is  to 
be  made  into  Sunday-school  rooms.  Plans 
have  been  made  for  a  new  nursery  with  a 
public  address  system  and  visual  oppor- 
tunities. The  men  have  put  Venetian 
blinds  in  the  parsonage.  The  CBYF  meets 
twice  a  month  for  regular  meetings  and 
socials.  A  group  of  the  young  people  and 
their  adult  adviser  and  Sunday-school 
teacher  attended  a  round-table  meeting  at 
the  Snow  Creek  church  on  Jan.  29.  Breth- 
ren Don  Snider  and  Ira  C.  Myer,  youth  and 
intermediate  workers,  were  with  us  on 
Feb.  21.  Our  attendance  has  been  good  this 
winter.  We  are  planning  to  hold  a  week  of 
pre-Easter  services. — Mrs.  Louie  Kirks, 
Schoolfield,  Va. 

Washington 
Tacoma. — Our  church  is  working  on  the 
building  project.  The  ladies'  aid  recently 
purchased  an  electric  range  for  the 
kitchen  and  the  Brethren  have  done  much 
of  the  work.  An  electric  heating  stove  has 
been  donated  by  Brother  and  Sister  Neher. 
Our  prayer  meeting  is  gaining  in  attend- 
ance since  our  cold  weather  is  over.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  Barnhart,  conducts 
services  one  night  a  month  at  our  down- 
town city  mission.  Sister  Icy  Glick  plans 
to  give  us  a  week's  service  soon.  Tacoma 
is  her  home  church. — Mrs.  Lettie  Cher- 
rington,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

West  Virginia 
Valley  River. — The  women  of  our  church 
presented  a  special  program  on  Dec.  18.  A 
play,  Christmas  Memories,  was  presented. 
The  women's  chorus  of  Belington  sang 
several  Christmas  numbers.  On  Dec.  25 
the  children  of  the  Sunday  school  pre- 
sented their  program  at  the  morning  hour 
preceding  the  worship  service.  The  CBYF 
and  the  young  adult  fellowship  presented 
the  pageant.  The  Guiding  Light,  at  the 
evening  service.  The  youth  choir  sang 
special  Christmas  numbers.  On  Christmas 
Eve  we  joined  with  others  in  carol  singing 
at  the  homes  of  the  aged  and  shut-ins. 
Two  baskets  were  given  to  needy  homes. 
Our  mission  study  class,  using  the  text, 
Japan  Begins  Again,  closed  with  a  fel- 
lowship supper  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  12. 
Our  church  joined  in  a  union  World  Day 
of  Prayer  service  at  the  Methodist  church. 
The  Clericus  chorus  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege is  booked  to  be  at  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  March  19.  They  will  present 
a  program  at  two  other  churches  while  in 
the  district.  Recently  we  had  a  DP  stu- 
dent from  Glenville  College  speak  to  us 
on  his  experiences  in  Poland.  Our  women 
meet  every  week  for  quilting  and  sewing. 
The  men  have  just  completed  five  new 
tables  for  our  church  dining  room. — Mrs. 
Anna  B.  Seese,  Junior,  W.  Va. 
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A  Dedication 
to  Parents 


I  wish,  sometimes, 

That  the  great  muse  of  poetry 

Would  stop  by  me,  and  lay  her  hand 

For  one  brief  hour  upon  my  lyre. 

And  then,  while  words  of  music  come  to  me, 

I  would  write  a  poem  about  my  father 

And  my  mother — 

A  poem  of  gratitude  and  love. 

I  would  say  my  thanks 

For  the  life  they  gave  to  me. 

I  would  pay  my  homage 

At  the  feet  of  their  example. 

Their  eyes  still  look  with  faith 

Upon  a  world 

Broken  and  full  of  hate. 

Their  faces  still  are  young. 

But  they  have  lived,  and  in  their  years 

Is  wisdom. 

Their  hands,  wrinkled  and  worn. 

Strong,  but  gentle  still. 

Work  on  for  those  they  love 

With  joy,  unending. 

A  steadfast  hope  and  love  for  all  the  world 

They  bear  within  their  hearts. 

A  radiant  peace  is  theirs 

That  carries  on  above  their  disappointments. 

They  taught  their  children 

That  to  live  a  life  of  goodness 

Is  to  work,  to  learn  to  love. 

To  trust  in  God  and  good. 

And  not  to  be  afraid. 


Margaret  Glick 

Bridgewater,  Virginia 


Their  lives  they  gave  to  us. 

Their  days  were  ours 

Because  they  loved  us. 

No  sacrifice  they  made  was  great  enough. 

If,  by  their  bearing  of  it. 

Our  lives  could  be  made  better. 

The  dreams  they  dreamed  when  they  were  young 

I  think  they  tried  forgetting 

For  their  children. 

Many  who  love  them  truly 
Will  not  forget  the  benediction 
They  have  laid  on  all  they  touched. 
Their  lives,  always  a  blessing. 
Continue  still  to  bless. 

No  song  could  ever  sing  their  praises  rightly. 

No  poem  could  ever  tell  their  worth. 

What  can  I  give  them,  then. 

In  token  of  the  heritage 

They  gave  to  me? 

Not  words,  but  works  of  love 

Must  be  my  gift  of  thanks 

To  pay  them  honor. 
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The  word  "God"  is  being  censored 
by  post-office  officials  of  South  Afri- 
ca when  it  appears  in  telegrams  and 
cables.  An  official  says  that  since 
South  Africa  is  a  "Christian  country" 
the  use  of  the  word  God  in  any  but 
a  Christian  sense  is  blasphemous  and 
therefore  prohibited. 

The  American  Indian  of  Holly- 
wood's western  pictures,  of  cowboy 
fiction  and  even  of  the  history  books 
may  be  revolutionized  as  a  result 
of  the  research  of  the  National  Film 
Committee  of  the  Association  on 
American  Indian  Affairs.  This  com- 
mittee has  found  evidence  to  show 
that  white  men,  not  the  Indian, 
started  the  practice  of  scalping.  Our 
concept  of  the  Indian  as  cruel  and 
ferocious  has  affected  our  treatment 
of  him  as  a  citizen. 

The  peoples  of  the  world's  non- 
self-governing  territories  have  con- 
tributed the  equivalent  of  one  mil- 
lion dollars  to  the  United  Nations 
Appeal  for  Children.  Beyond  the  di- 
rect benefit  to  the  children  being 
helped,  this  response  is  "evidence  of 
the  strength  of  an  idea  drawing  into 
a  common  task  a  diversity  of  people. 
Men  and  women  over  the  world 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  act  to- 
gether internationally  and  their  re- 
sponse showed  how  they  welcomed 
the  opportunity." 


The  churches  of  New  Jersey  have 
been  called  upon  "to  continue  to 
make  an  active  effort  to  emphasize 
the  development  of  more  adequate 
family  life  education."  This  recom- 
mendation came  from  a  report  to  the 
New  Jersey  legislature  by  a  commis- 
sion which  conducted  a  comprehen- 
sive study  of  the  sex  crime  problem. 

A  clause  for  "liberty  of  con- 
science" in  the  Declaration  of  Hu- 
man Rights  has  been  proposed  by 
the  "Service  Civil  International." 
It  would  read:  "Anyone  whose  re- 
ligious beliefs  or  deep  convictions 
forbid  him  to  participate  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  in  armed  con- 
flict shall,  in  countries  where  there 
is  compulsory  military  service,  be 
guaranteed  the  right  to  perform  a 
civilian  service  in  place  of  service 
with  the  armed  forces."  (WP) 

About  350,000  laymen  have  been 
enlisted  in  the  visitation  evangelism 
program,  according  to  a  report  on 
the  United  Evangelistic  Advance, 
now  in  its  seventh  month.  The  great- 
est revival  today,  says  the  report,  is 
"in  the  area  of  lay  evangelism." 
Nearly  eighty  communities  will 
have  conducted  weeks  of  visitation 
evangelism  on  an  interdenomina- 
tional basis  by  the  end  of  1950.  All 
of  these  communities  will  have 
utilized    the   services    of   laymen. 


Dr.  Rajendra  Prasad,  president  of  India,  speaking  on  Christmas  Eve 
from  Gandhi's  hut  at  Sevagram.  made  a  world  broadcast  in  the  form  of  a 
pacifist  appeal.  A  brief  outline  follows: 


These  causes  [of  war]  are  rooted  in 
the  desires  and  ambitions  of  individuals 
and  nations,  and  derive  their  sustenance 
from  the  conflict  which  arises  from  their 
nonfulfillment  on  account  of  the  resistance 
of  similar  desires  and  ambitions  in  others. 

In  modern  times,  achievements  of  men 
in  the  conquest  of  nature  have  served 
only  to  whet  their  ambition  and  pour  oil 
on  its  flames.  Two  wars  within  a  genera- 
tion succeeded  only  in  leaving  a  legacy 
of  hate   and  another  war  in   the   making. 

Gandhi  saw  the  futility  of  "trying  to 
wash  mud  with  mud"  as  the  Indian  saying 
goes — that  is,  trying  to  end  war  by  war. 
He  tried  to  tackle  it  at  its  roots  by  making 
the  individual  a  fit  instrument  of  peace, 
simplifying  his  life,  spreading  and  secur- 
ing  confidence    and   love   all   round. 

To  create  that  atmosphere,  our  lives 
must  be  remodeled.  Life  is  an  integral 
whole  and  man  cannot  achieve  peace 
while  living  a  life  which  breeds  war. 

Environment  undoubtedly  influences 
man,  but  man  can  change  his  environment 
— can,  in  fact,  create  it,  if  he  follows  that 
path  of  nonviolence  taught  by  the  Hindu 
seers  of  old  and  by  Christ  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount. 

Man  must  not  only  restate  and  reiterate 
that  great  principle  but  find  ways  to  im- 
plement it  in  daily  life.  That  can  be  done 
by  simplicity  for  oneself  and  goodwill 
towards   others. 


Active  goodwill  can  manifest  itself  in 
service  to  others.  Individuals  constitute 
nations  and  can  influence  their  compeers 
by  their  lives  even  more  than  by  words. 
They  can  also  exert  influence  on  their 
governments  to  change  from  a  war  basis 
to  a  peace  basis. 

But  to  do  this  effectively  they  must 
purify  their  own  lives  and  simplify  their 
own  needs. 

Simplifying  needs  does  not  mean  reduc- 
ing ordinary  standards  of  living.  It  means 
not  allowing  oneself  to  be  enslaved  and 
dominated  by  those  material  needs  but 
having  the  strength  to  control  them. 

An  essential  process  in  the  establish- 
ment of  peace  is  the  education  of  the 
individual  (which  is  the  same  as  education 
of  the  people  at  large)  in  the  art  of 
simplicity  and  self-dependence,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  seek  happiness  in  himself 
and  to  do  without  having  to  exploit  others. 

The  knowledge  men  possess  today  could 
satisfy  all  their  needs  for  a  comfortable 
and  contented  living.  It  is  used  to  an 
ever-increasing   extent   for  destruction. 

It  can  be  diverted  to  constructive  work 
only  if  humanity  can  realize  that  its  own 
comfort  and  happiness  will  increase  by 
renunciation  rather  than  by  acquisition; 
by  turning  hatred  into  love,  fear  into  con- 
fidence, right  into  duty  and  exploitation 
into  service. 

— From    Peace   News. 
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Before     performing     a     marriage 

ceremony    many   ministers    have 

one  or  more  conferences  with  the 

couple 


Ida  S.  Studebaker 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Produced  by   Family   Life   Council  of   the 
Brotherhood 

Photo  by  Walter  Hering 


TO  MARRY  or  not  to  marry 
— that  is  the  question  which 
is  before  many  young  people 
today.  It  is  not  a  new  question — 
millions  have  faced  it  and  de- 
cided in  favor;  a  much  smaller 
number  have  decided  against  it, 
at  least  for  the  present.  Assum- 
ing that  you  are  one  who  is  fac- 
ing the  problem,  or  that  you  have 
already  decided  in  favor,  would 
you  be  interested  in  a  few  ques- 
tions and  considerations  which 
outstanding  leaders  in  this  field 
have  thought  to  be  important? 
It  may  be  helpful  in  checking 


yourself  on  your  decision,  or  it 
may  bring  out  some  ideas  you 
had  not  considered  carefully. 

Why  marry? 

Getting  married,  or  mating,  is 
the  oldest  and  most  popular  cus- 
tom of  mankind.  It  is  the  most 
acceptable  method  of  promoting 
the  race  and  of  carrying  on  social 
customs.  Marriage  is  an  ap- 
proved Christian  institution  and, 
in  addition  to  being  a  romantic 
and  thrilling  adventure,  it  can 
be  the  means  of  fulfilling  the 
highest  and  best  within  a  person. 


Are  you  ready  for  marriage? 

First,  are  you  old  enough? 
What  we  really  mean  is  whether 
you  are  mature  enough,  and  ma- 
turity can  be  measured  in  at  least 
five  ways:  physiological,  mental, 
vocational,  sexual  and  emotion- 
al. By  these  standards  there  is 
a  wide  difference  in  the  age  one 
is  ready  for  marriage.  Actually 
in  our  country  today  the  age  of 
most  men  who  marry  is  twenty- 
four,  and  the  age  of  girls  is  twen- 
ty-one.  That  does  not  mean  this 
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is  the  correct  age  for  you;  rather 
you  must  apply  the  tests  of  ma- 
turity. 

You  will  not  be  expected  to 
have  all  the  knowledge  and  skills 
necessary  for  a  successful  mar- 
riage at  the  start,  but  you  should 
both  be  sufficiently  "grown-up" 
that  you  can  learn  what  is  re- 
quired and  accept  the  responsi- 
bilities which  marriage  demands. 

Is  it  love  or  infatuation? 

Love  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
abused  word  in  the  English  lan- 
guage. It  is  used  too  loosely  and 
applied  to  too  many  things.  Some 
people  postpone  marriage  be- 
cause they  cannot  be  sure  they 
are  truly  "in  love."  Webster  de- 
fines love  as  "desire  for,  and  ear- 
nest effort  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of,  another."  It  is  a  state  of 
respect  for  and  comradeship 
with  another  that  has  developed 
from  the  fact  that  you  both  have 
similar  tastes,  ideals  and  long- 
ings. You  will  readily  see  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  "love  at 
first  sight"  and  that  one  does  not 
"fall  in  love."  Infatuation  may 
come  suddenly,  but  love  takes 
time;  infatuation  may  change 
quickly,  but  love  lasts. 

How    suitable    are    you    to    each 
other? 

The  notion  that  there  is  and 
can  be  only  one  right  person  for 
you  is  foolish.  Most  of  us  never 
find  our  ideal,  but  that  need  not 
discourage  us.  Study  your  back- 
ground, interests,  ideals,  tastes 
and  needs.  Study  those  of  your 
proposed  mate  and,  if  you  find 
a  great  similarity,  there  is  reason 
to  expect  that  you  may  be  happy 
together.  It  has  been  found  that 
couples  with  similar  social,  re- 
ligious and  racial  backgrounds 
have  a  better  chance  for  happi- 
ness. True,  there  are  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, but  you  will  be  wise  to 
consider  this  point  seriously. 

What  character  traits  are  essen- 
tial? 

The  greatest  security  for  any 
marriage  is  in  the  character  and 

4  GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


integrity  of  the  two  individuals. 
Your  choice  of  a  partner  is  based 
on  far  more  than  looks  or  finan- 
cial or  social  security.  You  are 
entering  upon  a  permanent  con- 
tract, and  not  knowing  what  the 
future  holds  for  you,  it  is  essen- 
tial that  you  have  a  partner  with 
a  high  level  of  integrity,  com- 
petence and  self-discipline  who 
will  be  equal  to  any  occasion 
that  may  arise. 

How  about  your  health — physical 
and  mental? 

Both  of  you  should  have  a  com- 
plete physical  examination  be- 
fore you  make  your  final  decision 
to  marry.  Some  conditions  may 
need  to  be  corrected  at  once.  Al- 
though you  may  feel  perfectly 
healthy,  there  may  be  some  ten- 
dency toward  illness  which  you 
should  both  know  about.  Make 
your  family  doctor  your  friend 
and  adviser  in  this  area. 

Mental  health  is  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  happy 
marriages.  It  is  fundamental 
that  each  person  understand  how 
to  manage  his  own  attitudes  and 
feelings.  Marriage  is  a  difficult 
job  and  only  those  who  can  as- 


sume responsibility  for  their  own 
judgments  are  ready  for  it. 

What  about  money  matters? 

This  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  unhappiness  and  failure  in 
marriage.  You  will  want  to  dis- 
cuss this  problem  fully  with  your 
partner  and  agree  on  a  few  basic 
principles.  You  should  study 
carefully  and  agree  on  savings, 
life  insurance,  the  purchase  of 
property,  giving  to  the  church 
and  charities,  etc.  Most  impor- 
tant is  to  agree  on  a  policy  in 
money  matters  and  do  whatever 
is  done  together. 

What  about  sex? 

While  sex  may  not  be  the  most 
important  factor,  it  is  often  the 
major  cause  of  success  or  failure 
in  marriage.  Therefore,  a  satis- 
fying adjustment  on  this  level 
is  essential.  More  is  known  about 
this  subject  now  than  formerly, 
and  attitudes  toward  it  are  more 
wholesome.  Many  good  books 
are  available  now  that  give  de- 
tailed information.  You  will 
each  want  to  read  one  or  more 
so  that  you  will  understand  your- 
selves better  and  your  part  in 
this  relationship. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Hosea,  the  Man  and  His  Message 

Hosea 


Hosea 

Amos  had  preached  with  a  stern 
and  fearless  denunciation.  Israel 
had  not  heeded  his  preaching.  A 
few  years  later  Hosea  came.  Hosea 
had  a  different  background.  He 
knew  more  about  the  priestly  class. 

Hosea  had  married  a  wife  who 
had  been  unfaithful  to  him.  Yet, 
even  though  she  was  unfaithful,  his 
love  for  her  had  sought  to  draw  her 
back  to  him.  His  heart  was  tender 
even  to  one  who  had  hurt  him 
deeply. 

He  likened  this  to  God's  feeling 
for  Israel.  Though  Israel  had  been 
unfaithful  to  God,  yet  God  con- 
tinued to  yearn  for  their  return  to 
him  in  faithfulness. 
Who  is  responsible  for  national  sin? 

Hosea  laid  the  blame  for  Israel's 
sinfulness  in  a  major  way  upon  the 
prophets  and  the  priests.  They  had 
profited  from  the  piling  up  of  sacri- 


fices. They  had  profited  from  dis- 
honest business  practices.  They  had 
even  been  unfaithful  to  holy  vows 
they  had  made.  Immoral  practices 
had  become  a  part  of  religious  wor- 
ship. Hosea  laid  the  blame  for  a 
nation's  defection  upon  the  nation's 
leadership. 

A  lot  of  the  blame  for  national  sin 
can  be  laid  in  this  day  upon  its  min- 
isterial leadership.  Much  of  it  can 
be  blamed  also  upon  the  political 
leadership,  but  ministers  cannot  go 
free  of  responsibility  when  a  nation 
sins. 
Sow   and   reap 

Hosea  pointed  out  that  if  we  sow 
in  wickedness,  we  shall  reap  in 
wickedness.  If  we  sow  in  righteous- 
ness, we  shall  reap  in  mercy.  He 
pleaded  with  the  nation  to  sow  in. 
righteousness  in  order  that  it  may 
reap  of  the  mercies  of  God.  He 
would   not   change   his   plea   today. 


How    will    you    handle    problems 
and  crises? 

In  your  present  moments  of  su- 
perb happiness  you  will  not  like 
to  think  of  possible  clouds,  but 
if  you  are  emotionally  mature 
enough  for  marriage,  you  can 
look  at  some  of  these  possibil- 
ities. For  example,  there  may  be 
a  financial  crisis  or  even  death  in 
the  family,  and  you  will  want  to 


be  assured  of  an  abiding  love 
which  will  help  you  to  come 
through  any  emergency.  These 
are  times  when  a  religious  phi- 
losophy and  faith  in  God  will  be 
most  helpful  and  satisfying. 

What  are  your  chances  for  a  suc- 
cessful and  happy  marriage? 

Having  given  careful  thought 
to  the  above  questions  and  acted 


accordingly,  your  chances  of  hap- 
piness are  excellent.  Success  in 
marriage  is  not  a  matter  of  luck, 
but  depends  upon  intelligent  un- 
derstanding plus  the  determina- 
tion to  succeed.  You  will  find  a 
new  security  and  richness  of  life 
in  married  love  which  brings 
great  satisfaction  and  growth  if 
you  are  willing  to  co-operate  and 
pay  the  price. 


EDITORIAL 


Home  Life  in  Our  Church 

Guest    Editorial    by    Raymond    R.    Peters, 

General    Secretary,    General    Brotherhood 

Board 

BRETHREN  have  placed 
high  value  on  home  and 
family  life.  From  an  out- 
ward appearance  we  have  a  good 
record.  Many  fine  families  have 
been  the  bulwark  of  our  church- 
es and  communities. 

Many  of  the  forces  which  held 
homes  together  in  the  past  have 
now  disappeared.  Our  people 
are  no  longer  living  in  protected 
communities  and  the  crosscur- 
rents of  modern  society  play  up- 
on their  homes.  Thus  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  an  increasing 
number  of  divorces  among 
Brethren. 

Knowing  that  the  family 
stands  at  the  top  of  the  list  of 
forces  influencing  character,  we 
must  give  devoted,  intelligent 
and  consecrated  effort  to  those 
things  which  will  strengthen  the 
foundations  of  home  life. 

On  a  Brotherhood  level  we 
have  appropriated  some  money 
and  staff  time  for  guidance  in 
this  field.  Miss  Ruth  Shriver  is 
serving  as  part-time  director  of 
home  and  family  life.  In  the  two 
years  that  she  has  been  work- 
ing in  this  area  genuine  inter- 
est has  been  manifested.  She 
has  secured  a  group  of  compe- 
tent people  to  serve  on  a  consul- 
tative council.  These  people 
through  conferences  and  cor- 
respondence will  help  give  di- 


rection to  what  we  believe  will 
be  a  creative  program  of  home 
and  family  life  for  our  people. 
New  organizational  patterns 
will  be  developed  as  the  need 
dictates. 

In  the  meantime,  many  fine 
things  are  going  on  in  local 
churches.  More  and  more  young 
people  are  seeking  and  pastors 
are  providing  premarital  coun- 
seling. A  larger  number  of  our 
couples  are  being  married  in 
the  church.  Studies  reveal  that 
those  who  are  married  in  the 
church  have  a  better  chance  to 
make  successful  homes.  Young 
married  couples  are  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  the  pastor  for 
guidance  and  help.  The  minister 
and  his  wife  are  among  the  first 
to  visit  the  new  baby  and  bring 
.a  spiritual  blessing  to  the  proud 
parents.  Later  the  parents  bring 
the  child  to  the  church  for  dedi- 
cation. Here  the  mother  and  fa- 
ther recommit  their  lives  and 
promise  to  provide  a  spiritual 
home  for  the  growing  child. 
Parent  study  groups  are  held  for 
preschool,  primary,  adolescent 
and  high  school  age  children. 

Furthermore,  churches  with 
creative  leadership  are  giving 
more  definite  guidance  to  the  ex- 
periences in  the  home.  Families 
in  neighborhood  groups  get  to- 
gether for  fellowship  and  mu- 
tual enrichment.  Literature  and 
helpful  suggestions  from  the 
pastor  and  other  competent  peo- 
ple are  shared  with  the  homes 


according  to  their  needs.  Fami- 
lies are  facing  their  own  prob- 
lems with  new  vigor  and  insight. 
Hence  families  are  developing  a 
sustaining  fellowship  that  serves 
in  times  of  temptation  and 
stress. 

We  are  on  the  way  to  build- 
ing families  with  Christian  per- 
sonalities strong  enough  to 
weather  any  storm.  May  God 
bless  every  family  seeking  to  do 
his  will. 


In  Appreciation 
4.  Local  Workers 

IT  IS  only  when  we  arrive  at 
the  local  church  that  we  re- 
ally come  to  "The  Church." 
One  can  hardly  be  a  member  of 
"The  Church"  unless  he  is  a 
member  of  a  church.  "The 
Church"  is  strong  only  when  its 
local  units  are  strong.  Every 
time  a  local  church  grows,  the 
general  church  grows.  When  the 
local  churches  subside  in  inter- 
est and  strength,  "The  Church"" 
similarly  subsides. 

The  local  church  cannot  go 
forward  unless  it  is  carried  for- 
ward by  many  consecrated,  vol- 
unteer workers.  These  include 
the  Sunday-school  teachers,  the 
age-group  directors  and  super- 
intendents, the  elder,  the  dea- 
cons, the  many  church  and 
church  school  committees,  the 
clerks,   the   janitor,   the   ushers, 
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the  choir  directors  and  many 
others.  That  church  which  has 
the  most  enthusiastic  volunteer 
workers  in  these  categories  is 
usually  the  most  wide-awake 
and  successful  church. 

Since  these  people  are  really 
the  heart  of  the  church  and 
since  their  work  comprises  the 
backbone  of  the  church,  a  word 
of  appreciation  should  be  said 
concerning  them. 

To  carry  out  the  work  of  the 
church  successfully  requires 
much  time.  The  faithful  church 
worker  at  the  local  level  must 
make  some  sacrifices  which  in- 
volve his  home.  Some  who  have 
worked  faithfully  at  the  local 
level  and  who  have  kept  a  record 
over  a  period  of  months,  discov- 
er that  an  average  of  two  nights 
a  week  is  required  to  carry  for- 
ward the  work  of  the  church. 
That  means  less  reading,  less 
working  at  an  interesting  hobby, 
less  time  for  children,  less  time 
in  the  garden  and  the  yard  if 
one  is  willing  really  to  help  car- 
ry forward  the  work  of  his  lo- 
cal church.  If  a  local  worker 
is  to  do  his  work  well  and  faith- 
fully, it  requires  not  only  the 
time  spent  in  actual  meetings, 
but  also  considerable  time  in 
preparation.  This  must  often 
be  squeezed  in  between  other 
jobs  at  home  when  the  worker 
has  other  things  he  would  like  to 
do. 

The  local  church  worker  who 
gives  much  time  to  his  church 
is  sometimes  not  appreciated  as 
much  as  he  feels  he  should  be. 
Sometimes  he  is  sharply  misun- 
derstood. For  some  strange  rea- 
son, people  who  are  not  willing 
to  do  the  work  of  the  church  oft- 
en make  unkind  remarks  about 
others  who  are  willing.  Words 
of  depreciation  instead  of  ap- 
preciation are  often  uttered 
thoughtlessly. 

But  the  local  church  worker 
has  rewards  which  are  eternal. 
He  can  feel  rightly  that  he  is 
at  the  very  center  of  the  work 
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of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  is 
only  the  things  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  spiritual  and 
with  the  church  which  abide 
forever.  These  things  are  the 
concern  of  the  local  church 
worker.  He  is  building,  not  for 
today,  but  for  eternity.  His  re- 
ward is  in  seeing  little  children 
grow  into  Christian  vocations,  in 
seeing  Christian  homes  develop, 


in  seeing  the  lost  led  to  the  Sa- 
vior, in  seeing  Sunday-school 
classes  broaden  their  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  God,  in 
seeing  a  congregation  call  itself 
"our  church."  These  surpass  any 
other  rewards  which  can  accrue 
to  volunteer  workers. 

Local  church  workers  are  co- 
partners with  God  in  God's  eter- 
nal enterprise. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Oscars 

DURING  the  week  in  which  this 
is  written  considerable  interest 
has  been  evidenced  over  the 
annual  awarding  of  "Oscars." 
Oscars,  or  equivalent  awards,  are 
given  annually  for  the  best  moving 
picture  of  the  year,  to  the  best  actor 
and  actress,  the  best  supporting 
players  and  so  on.  This  is  done  with 
high  formality  and  gala  fanfare. 

Queens  of  this  and  that  are  be- 
coming legion.  There  are  now  Miss 
and  Mrs.  Americas,  appleblossom 
queens.  Rose  Bowl  queens.  May  Day 
queens,  rodeo  queens,  cotton,  wheat, 
corn,  flax,  olive,  fig  and  potato 
queens. 

In  all  the  stress  and  strain  of 
queen  crowning  and  Oscar  award- 
ing we  have  missed  some  of  the 
most  deserving  queens  of  all.  The 
Gospel  Messenger  would  like  to 
nominate  a  few. 

1.  The  elementary  school  teacher. 
Usually  this  teacher  is  a  woman, 

one  who  never  having  had  children 
of  her  own  is  willing  to  take  our 
children,  good  and  bad,  spoiled  and 
angelic,  clean  and  untidy,  and  try 
to  inspire  some  mental  reactions  in 
this  wiggling  bunch  which  will  con- 
tribute to  their  intellectual  and 
personality  growth.  She  receives 
only  nominal  pay.  She  is  supposed 
to  live  exemplarily  in  the  com- 
munity. She  usually  comes  in  for 
the  criticisms  from  parents  which 
rightfully  belong  to  the  children  of 
the  criticizers  or  to  the  parents 
themselves.  But  she  must  not  talk 
back.  Though  we  say  little  about 
her,  this  good  sister  in  our  society 
deserves  an  Oscar. 

2.  The  Sunday-school  teacher. 
These    good   people   do   not    even 

receive  the  small  monetary  reward 
that  their  sisters  in  the  public  school 
receive  and  they  have  even  more 
burdens  to  bear.  The  rooms  given 
over  to  primary  and  junior  Sunday- 


school  teachers  are  usually  in  the 
basement.  They  are  poorly  equipped, 
poorly  lighted  and  poorly  ventilated. 
We  repose  in  them  the  unused  Sun- 
day-school quarterlies,  worn-out 
songbooks  and  other  odds  and  ends. 
The  blackboards  are  rickety  and 
cracked.  In  these  surroundings  we 
expect  the  teachers  to  teach  our 
children,  in  thirty  minutes  a  week, 
enough  religion  to  have  them  grow 
up  in  the  "nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord." 

If  they  use  new  methods  of  teach- 
ing, we  are  fearful  they  are  not  "true 
to  the  faith"  and  if  they  use  old- 
fashioned  methods,  they  are  not 
teaching  so  that  religion  will  become 
a  "real  experience  in  the  life  of  the 
child." 

They  have  discipline  problems 
too.  If  they  face  them  head  on,  they 
are  "not  sympathetic";  if  they  let 
them  slide  and  the  class  becomes  a 
rowdy  center,  they  are  "inefficient 
teachers." 

Bui  Sunday  after  Sunday  they 
labor  for  the  Lord  and  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  congregation.  Surely 
Sunday-school  teachers  should  be 
nominated  for  Oscars. 

3.  Homemakers  around  the  world. 

These  good  servants  of  tomorrow 
are  often  too  busy  to  take  lime  out 
to  see  the  best  picture  of  the  year 
or  to  notice  who  it  is  thai  becomes 
potato  queen.  For  in  addition  to 
home  responsibilities  these  people 
carry  the  responsibility  of  the  PTA, 
the  Sunday  school,  the  Brownies  and 
Scouts  and  most  of  the  other  worth- 
while undertakings.  They  can  never 
coast  or  rest.  They  must  always 
pedal  and  row. 

But  we  need  not  bother  too  much 
about  Oscars  for  any  of  the  noble 
workers  referred  to  above.  Useful- 
ness has  its  own  rewards.  And  to 
see  a  light  of  appreciation  and  love 
in  the  eyes  of  a  little  child  is  a  more 
lasting  reward  than  the  glitter  from 
any  queen's  crown  or  golden  Oscar. 


You  ask  me 

What  is  supreme  happiness 

Here  below? 

It  is  listening  to  the  song  of  a  little  girl 

As  she  goes  down  the  road 

After  having  asked  me 

The  way. 
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The  Unintentional  Teaching  of  the  Home 


THE  words  above  were  writ- 
ten many  generations  ago, 
in  the  Orient,  yet  to  every- 
one of  us  today  is  offered  the 
opportunity  to  sample  that  su- 
preme happiness.  But  are  we 
happy?  Are  we  satisfied  with 
the  way  which  we  are  pointing 
out? 

Recently,  a  PTA  speaker  re- 
marked: "We  are  going  to  leave 
to  today's  children  a  world  that 
is  an  awful  mess.  Let  us  pro- 
vide them,  at  least,  with  the 
tools  for  learning,  so  that  maybe 
they  can  straighten  it  out." 

Yes,  we  are  admitting  defeat. 
We  are  sure  that  the  world  is 
a  mess.  We  are  looking  to  our 
boys  and  girls,  as  tomorrow's 
men  and  women,  to  straighten  it 
out.    If   these    children    are    to 


make  a  better  world,  they  must 
be  given  more  than  the  tools  for 
.education.  They  must  be  taught 
a  way  of  life.  And  that  is  where 
we  come  in.  And  we  say,  "Why, 
we  are  teaching  them  a  way  of 
life.  Of  course,  we  are!"  And  so 
we  are.  But  what  is  that  way? 
We  are  Christian  parents,  and 
so  we  are  trying,  at  least,  to  di- 
rect our  children's  feet  along 
the  upward  way.  We  see  that 
they  attend  Sunday  school.  We 
teach  them  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. They  learn  to  name  the 
books  of  the  Bible.  We  give 
them  prizes  for  reciting  memory 
verses.  And  these  things  are 
good.  They  are  the  evidences  of 
an  intentional  effort  to  lead,  to 
teach.  These  we  need  not  fear. 
What  we  do  need  to  fear  is  the 


unintentional  teaching  of  our 
homes. 

Some  time  ago  there  appeared 
in  the  Messenger  a  picture 
which  I  felt  was  very  signifi- 
cant. It  was  a  sermon  in  itself. 
You  remember  it:  the  little  boy 
standing  in  the  open  doorway — 
in  his  father's  shoes. 

We  teach  unintentionally 
through  our  attitudes  and  care- 
less remarks.  Do  you  remember 
when  your  children  were  babies, 
how  it  seemed  to  you  that  they 
sensed  your  "off  days"  and  acted 
accordingly?  Yes,  even  as  ba- 
bies they  feel  our  distresses  and 
our  worries.  Even  so,  they  sense 
our  attitudes  in  every  situation. 
It  behooves  us  to  think  through 
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and    to    control    our    attitudes. 

We  see  that  our  children  go 
to  Sunday  school.  Some  of  us  go 
along.  Some  of  us  "send"  the 
children.  And  in  that  thought- 
less gesture  we  give  them  the 
impression  that  religion  is  for 
children.  Likewise,  we  give  each 
one  his  penny  or  his  nickel  for 
the  offering.  And  there  again 
we  impress  him  to  give  to  the 
church — his  pennies  and  nickels. 

We  teach  our  kiddies  not  to 
"take  the  name  of  the  Lord,  thy 
God,  in  vain."  I  don't  suppose 
that  you  who  read  the  Messen- 
ger habitually  swear.  Maybe  a 
great  many  of  you  do  swear — 
upon  occasion — but  "not  enough 
to  hurt,"  you  say.  One  day  as 
the  family  was  driving  to  the 
country  little  Sonny  remarked, 
"When  I  get  there,  I'm  going 
to  play  with  Johnny.  He  doesn't 
talk  nice.  He  swears.  I  don't 
swear,  though,  do  I?  Only  just 
when  I  hammer  my  thumb,  or 
drop  something  heavy  on  my 
foot."  You  see,  to  little  Sonny, 
whatever  daddy  does  is  right. 
And  every  little  sonny  must 
have  faith  in  his  daddy. 

Daddy  must  be  aware  of  it 
and  mother,  too.  We  occasional- 
ly attend  a  neighborhood  mov- 
ing picture.  And  it  is  always  one 
which  has  been  "approved  for 
children,  8-14."  One  evening  re- 
cently we  attended  such  a  pic- 
ture. In  it  there  appeared  on 
the  screen  for  but  one  brief  mo- 
ment, a  "drunk."  He  was  a  piti- 
ful sight,  slugged  and  robbed  al- 
most at  the  door  of  the  tavern  he 
was  leaving.  The  sympathy  of 
the  audience  was  focused  upon 
him.  Somehow,  I  was  impressed 
with  that  sympathy.  He  was  a 
pitiful  sight,  it  is  true.  But  one 
third  of  that  audience  was  chil- 
dren under  fourteen.  What  were 
they  thinking?  There  I  lost  the 
thread  of  the  story  of  the  pic- 
ture. I  was  wondering  how 
many  times  I,  who  consider  my- 
self a  conscientious  mother,  had 
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laughed  with  the  crowd  at  less 
pitiful  inebriates,  stumbling 
across  the  screen.  Just  what 
had  I  taught  my  child  concern- 
ing these  people?    I  wonder. 

In  our  Sunday  schools  and  in 
our  homes,  we  have  taught  our 
children  that  our  Bible  teaches 
that  "thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself."  We  give  great 
baskets  of  food  to  the  unfortu- 
nate at  Christmas  time.  But  we 
talk  about  "niggers,"  "wops," 
and  "kikes."  Some  of  us  have 
experienced  two  world  wars.  We 
are  fervently  hoping  that  our 
children  will  not  experience  an- 
other. But  our  world  will  not 
have  true  peace  until  men  do 
love  their  neighbors,  and  until 
we  realize  that  "red  and  yellow, 
black  and  white,  they  are  pre- 
cious in  his  sight,"  until  we  see 
that  these  so-called  "niggers," 
"wops,"  and  "kikes,"  are  God's 
children,  even  as  are  we! 

We  teach  our  boys  and  girls 
to  name  the  books  of  the  Bible. 
That  in  itself  is  good.  But  do  we 
teach  them  to  use  the  Bible? 
Some  of  us  do.  And  yet,  some 
of  us  never  let  our  children  see 


us  with  our  Bibles.  One  of  the 
finest  Christian  mothers  I  know 
kept  her  Bible  by  her  bed  and 
did  her  reading  at  night,  alone 
and  relaxed.  Not  until  her  lit- 
tle girl  declared  emphatically  in 
Sunday  school  that  they  had  no 
Bible  in  their  home  did  she  re- 
alize that  her  child  did  not  know 
of  her  daily  devotions.  Not  all 
our  mistakes  are  as  easily  rem- 
edied as  this  one. 

I  have  tried  to  point  out  to 
you  a  few  of  the  common  and 
glaring  lessons  we  so  uninten- 
tionally teach  our  children.  You 
have  all  heard  it  said  that  "re- 
ligion is  caught,  not  taught."  It 
is  just  as  true  that  attitudes  are 
caught,  not  taught.  Looking 
about  us  we  can  see  in  any  com- 
munity, children  or  grownups 
who  have  gone  astray.  And  in 
any  such  group,  some  have  come 
from  fine  homes  and  of  good, 
solid,  Christian  parents.  We  say, 
"I  can't  understand  it.  His  par- 
ents certainly  taught  him  right 
from  wrong."  Yes,  no  doubt 
they  intended  to  do  so,  but  some- 
where underneath,  there  was  an 
attitude  that  was  not  whole. 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Washington 

February  11,  1950 

My  dear  Friends: 

The  true  foundations  of  democracy  are  rooted  in  our  homes 
and  families.  It  is  there  that  we  learn  the  everyday  practice 
of  generosity,  loyalty,  honesty  and  social  responsibility — and 
these  are  the  essence  of  democracy.  It  is  there  that  we  learn 
the  dignity  and  worth  of  each  individual — and  without  this 
there  can  be  no  successful  democracy. 

I  know  of  no  better  soil  for  the  nurture  of  world  peace  and 
security  than  in  the  family — a  family  that  is  bound  together 
by  deep  religious  conviction,  a  family  whose  members  dem- 
onstrate in  their  daily  lives  their  abiding  faith  in  the  capacity 
and  worth  of  themselves  and  each  other,  and  of  their  neighbors. 

National  Family  Week  is  a  welcome  and  deeply  needed 
opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  consider  how  we  can  enhance 
these  qualities  in  our  own  families  and  in  families  everywhere. 
This  is  the  practice  of  democracy  for  which  we  strive  not  in  a 
single  week  or  a  single  year,  but  as  an  enduring  part  of  our 
faith  in  humanity. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Harry  S.  Truman 


Allen  Weldy 

Elkhart,  Indiana 
Produced  by  the  Family  Life  Department 


Parental   Harmony  —  A  Must 


THE  way  the  home  goes,  so 
goes  the  nation."  "The  hand 
that  rocks  the  cradle  rules 
the  world."  The  harmony  which 
exists  between  husband  and  wife 
in  the  home  determines  to  a 
large  degree  the  direction  in 
these  significant  statements.  If 
the  nation  is  to  go  in  the  right 
direction  and  if  the  world  is  to 
be  rightly  ruled,  then  the  rela- 
tionship among  members  of  the 
family  must  be  based  upon 
Christian  principles  and  prac- 
tices. When  there  is  discord  in 
the  home  before  the  advent  of 
children,  the  odds  are  against  a 
happy  home  life  for  the  children 
when  they  do  arrive. 


We  are  today's  parents.  We 
are  pinning  our  hopes  for  to- 
morrow's world  on  our  children. 
Their  fortitude,  their  religion, 
their  characters  depend  on  us. 
Our  children  will  be  what  we 
make  them,  intentionally  and 
unintentionally.  It  is  time  for 
a  soul-searching  examination  of 
ourselves.  Character  building  is 
our  business,  and  it  must  stem 
from  a  firm  unshakable  founda- 
tion within  our  own  selves. 


A  number  of  factors  may  con- 
tribute to  discord  in  the  home 
and  to  a  lack  of  harmony  be- 
tween parents.  Among  them  are 
poorly  mated  couples,  hurried 
marriages,  teen-age  marriages, 
poor  health  of  either  husband  or 
wife,  lack  of  Christian  concern, 
financial  handicaps,  differences 
in  religious  faith,  emotional 
frustrations,  drinking,  nagging, 
petty  disagreements,  selfishness 
and  maladjusted  sex  life.  One  of 
these  causes  may  result  in  the 
breakdown  of  a  marriage,  but 
more  often  it  is  a  combination  of 
factors  that  leads  to  failure  in 
the  marriage.  If  the  factors  can 
be  corrected,  in  most  instances, 
great  harmony  would  prevail. 

Christian  parents  should  agree 
on  methods  of  disciplining  chil- 
dren. The  decisions  of  either  par- 
ent need  to  be  supported  and  re- 
spected by  the  other.  Parental 
harmony  carries  much  weight  in 
the  development  of  well-disci- 
plined children. 

Discord  between  parents  in 
the  home  causes  discontent 
among  children,  and  may  even- 
tually lead  to  the  children  leav- 
ing the  home  prematurely  in  or- 
der   to    escape    the    quarreling. 


John  came  home  from  an  early 
party  one  night  to  find  his  par- 
ents in  a  heated  argument  over 
a  trivial  matter.  Rather  than  re- 
main and  endure  it,  John  left 
and  spent  the  night  with  a  friend. 
Ths*:parents  were  unwilling  to 
admit  that  their  own  conduct 
was  the  cause  of  losing  their 
son.  Instances  like  this  are  com- 
mon occurrences  in  many  homes. 

It  is  high  time  that  we  concern 
ourselves  with  the  problem  of 
parental  delinquency,  which  in 
most  cases  is  the  root  of  juvenile 
delinquency.  Parents  set  the  pat- 
tern; children  follow  it. 

In  order  that  the  strongest  pos- 
sible foundation  for  a  harmoni- 
ous home  may  be  established,  it 
is  essential  that  all  phases  of 
home  life  be  fully  discussed  by 
prospective  homebuilders  with  a 
counseling  pastor.  It  is  never  too 
early  to  give  instruction  and  set 
patterns  for  children  in  the 
home.  Thus  their  future  homes 
may  be  endowed  with  the  spirit 
of  love  and  complete  understand- 
ing which  come  from  following 
the  life  and  teachings  of  the  Mas- 
ter Teacher. 
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The  Family  Faces  Social 


FROM  its  very  beginning 
each  family  faces  the  prob- 
lem of  social  pulls.  Hus- 
band and  wife  face  certain  pulls 
before  their  children  add  their 
blessings  and  problems  to  the 
home.  Even  young  children 
soon  feel  the  pull  of  social  re- 
lationships and  attitudes  outside 
the  home. 

How  can  the  many  pulls,  go- 
ing out  with  the  gang,  seeing 
the  movies,  buying  comic  books, 
"keeping  up  with  the  Joneses," 
smoking,  card  playing,  dancing, 
necking,  etc.,  be  faced?  There  is 
no  definite  answer,  but  there  are 
at  least  six  words  that  will  serve 
as  "handles"  to  ideas  and  meth- 
ods so  that  the  family  can  try  to 
do  something  about  meeting  so- 
cial pulls,  both  good  and  bad. 

Anticipate:  It  is  wise  for  the 
parents  to  anticipate  the  pulls 
that  each  will  have  to  face  and 
the  pulls  that  the  children  will 
have  to  meet. 

Pulls  start  early  in  life  for 
children.  They  all  will  not  come 
at  once.  To  meet  them,  parents 
should  start  early  to  build  the 
answers.  Don't  be  caught  with- 
out at  least  some  advance  think- 
ing.  Anticipate! 

Information:  Parents  need  all 
the  information  they  can  secure 
about  the  pulls  to  be  faced. 
Knowledge  serves  well  as  a 
foundation  for  emotional  con- 
victions. Information,  scientific 
facts,  knowledge  should  be 
shared  within  the  family.  From 
the  beginning  the  child's  "why?" 
is  worthy  an  intelligent  and 
right  answer.  As  the  child  ma- 
tures intellectually  and  physi- 
cally, though  no  questions  have 
been  asked,  some  facts  should  be 
shared. 

Children  need  to  know  about 
the   comics,   about   motion  pic- 


Bob  Tully 

Bethel  College,  Newton,  Kansas 


tures,  about  smoking,  about  sex. 
All  information  should  be  up  to 
date  and  scientific.  There  is  nev- 
er a  time  to  answer  questions 
with  half  truths,  double  lan- 
guage or  "old  wives  tales." 

Emotional  conditioning:  He 
stood  beside  my  desk  and  said, 
"Coach,  back  home  I  never 
smoked.  Even  now  when  I  go 
there  I  don't  feel  like  it.  But 
when  I  get  out  with  the  gang 
here  it  seems  natural.  I  know 
that  it  isn't  doing  me  any  good, 
but  I  do  it." 


Knowledge  is  not  enough. 
There  is  a  need  for  emotional 
conditioning  that  will  stand  up 
under  social  pressure. 

The  most  important  thing  is 
a  feeling  of  respect  and  love  in 
the  whole  home  and  family  set- 
up. When  the  whole  family  feels 
stronger  emotional  pulls  from 
within  than  from  outside,  it  is 
difficult  for  outside  pulls  to  take 
any  one  member  away. 

The  family  should  never  over- 
look the  opportunity  for  emo- 
tionally conditioning  through 
religious  commitment  of  the 
right  type.  God,  Jesus,  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  become  more  than 
intellectual    conceptions.     They 
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H.  Armstrong  Roberts 

When  the  family  has  built  a  pattern  of  doing  things  together  the  "pulls' 
from  outside  can  be  somewhat  offset 


Pulls 


must  be  part  of  an  emotional 
commitment.  Jesus  is  more  than 
a  person.  Religion  must  become 
more  than  intellectual  belief.  It 
must  become  a  committed  way 
of  life. 

Substitution:  Many  times 
when  outside  pulls  come  the 
family  can  find  substitutes. 

The  following  are  three  sam- 
ples of  substitutes  as  recalled  by 
some  friends: 

"Whenever  mother  thought 
that  we  would  be  interested  in 
the  motion  picture  that  came  to 
our  town  once  a  week,  she  would 
let  us  take  the  car  out  to  Jane's 
and  we  forgot  about  the  pic- 
ture." 

"Many  times  when  I  wanted  to 
go  to  Jimmy's,  mother  would 
get  me  interested  in  something 
else  by  playing  with  me." 

"Instead  of  always  letting  me 
go  some  place  else  to  play,  we 
would  hold  parties  and  invite 
others  to  our  house." 

When  information  about  a  so- 
cial pull  is  secured  it  should  be 
studied  to  find  what  elements 
are  basic  in  it.  What  real  need 
does  it  satisfy? 

For  example,  the  basic  appeal 
of  modern  dancing  is  found  in 
the  rhythm,  the  embrace  (sex) 
and  the  use  of  lights.  These  three 
pulls  placed  together  are  power- 
ful pulls,  too  dangerous  for  most 
youth.  I  feel  the  church  and  the 
family  should  not  only  oppose 
them,  but  must  also  give  guid- 
ance and  leadership  in  substitu- 
tion. Rhythm  can  be  found  in 
sports,  swimming,  all  the  arts, 
simple  folk  games,  singing,  band, 
and  orchestra.  Substitution  for 
the  sex  found  in  the  dance  might 
be  found  in  co-ed  activities  in 
games,  in  drama,  and  in  more 
social  activities.  The  use  of  light- 
ing also  occurs  in  drama,  camp- 
fires,  candlelighting  services, 
soft  lights  in  the  home,  or  any 


Harold  M.  Lambert 

A  picnic  can  often  be  a  substitute  for  some  less  desirable  activity 
that  the  young  people  want  to  do 


type  of  activity  in  which  beau- 
tiful lighting  effects  are  em- 
ployed. 

Release:  There  comes  a  time 
when  each  person  must  stand 
alone  and  face  his  social  pulls. 
If  the  family  has  anticipated  the 
social  pull,  shared  information, 
emotionally  conditioned  the 
child  and  taught  it  some  good 
means  of  substitution  for  im- 
proper pulls,  then  the  child  can 
be  released.  He  should  test  his 
ability  to  walk,  to  face  the 
crowd. 

Prepare  to  love:  Mother  was 
waiting  up  when  I  returned 
from  my  first  date.  I  was  late, 
one  hour  after  the  time  I  had 
promised  to  be  home.  As  I 
walked  in  I  waited,  listening  for 
the  first  reaction.  I  was  startled 
at  her  words.  "Well,  this  is  the 
last  time  I'll  sit  up  and  wait 
for  you!" 

I  tried  to  say,  "I'm  sorry,"  and 
to  make  an  explanation,  but  she 
suggested  that  we  both  go  to 
bed. 

The  next  day  she  shared  with 
me  her  fears,  her  reasoning  and 
her  conclusions.  In  brief  they 
were:  (1)  Yes,  she  was  anxious; 
she  hoped  that  nothing  would  or 
had  happened.  (2)  But  after 
her  son  had  walked  off  the  front 


porch  there  was  nothing  she 
could  do  for  him  until  he  re- 
turned. She  had  tried  to  pre- 
pare him  for  this  hour.  (3)  To 
worry  and  fret  were  exhausting 
and  not  the  way  to  be  in  readi- 
ness if  her  son  was  in  real  need. 
(4)  The  best  way  was  to  put  him 
into  the  hands  of  God  and  (5) 
try  to  get  physical  rest. 

This  session  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  her  son.  It  became 
part  of  his  emotional  condition- 
ing. I  am  sure  that  mother  was 
awake  most  every  time  her  three 
sons  and  daughter  returned  to 
their  home,  but  each  one  knew 
that  regardless  of  the  problems 
faced,  the  temptations  suc- 
cumbed to  or  conquered,  mother 
and  father  were  there,  ready  to 
help,  prepared  to  love  their  chil- 
dren through  the  ups  and  downs 
of  social  pulls. 

Once  a  child  is  released  to 
face  independently  a  social  pull 
the  rest  of  the  family  must 
stand  prepared  to  love  and  to 
serve  regardless  of  the  child's 
answer  to  the  social  pull.  This 
is  the  cumulative  Christian  con- 
viction that  must  prevail  in  the 
family.  Redemption  must  be 
more  important  than  sin. 
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Kathren  Royer  Holsopple 

Elgin,  Illinois 
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Christian  Home 


HOME!  What  a  magic  word 
that  is!  It  is  one  of  the 
sweetest  of  our  English 
language.  The  thing  that  it 
stands  for  is  a  priceless  pos- 
session. Do  we  always  regard  it 
as  such?  Do  we  endeavor  to 
make  it  all  of  that  and  more? 

In  many  languages  there  is  no 
word  for  home.  The  word  house, 
meaning  a  place  to  eat  and  sleep, 
is  all  that  many  people  have.  We 
have  this  beautiful  word  and  the 
wealth  of  meaning  that  goes 
with  it.  What  can  we  do  to  make 
it  live  in  the  minds  of  our  chil- 
dren? 

We  want  our  children  to  be 
religious,  to  love  and  worship 
God,  to  take  Jesus  for  their  Sav- 
ior and  Example.    We  have  our 
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church  services,  the  Sunday 
school,  vacation  Bible  school, 
and  other  institutions  which  we 
maintain  to  teach  our  children 
these  things.  Have  we  in  our 
effort  to  make  these  institutions 
efficient  forgotten  that  even 
they,  very  important  factors  in 
the  religious  life  of  children 
though  they  be,  are  second  to 
the  home?  The  home  as  a  re- 
ligious institution  is  world-old, 
and  it  is  second  to  none. 

Just  what  is  religion?  If  it 
were  memorizing  Scripture, 
learning  and  hearing  lengthy 
prayers  and  listening  to  learned 
discourses  it  would  be  easy  for 
our  children  to  acquire  it  by 
being  sent  to  some  religious  in- 


stitution. But  religion  is  more 
than  that.  Religion  is  living  our 
lives  in  a  religious  way.  Reli- 
gious knowledge  is  quite  neces- 
sary but  it  must  be  applied  to 
our  everyday  living  before  it  be- 
comes religion. 

The  home  is  the  first  and  the 
most  important  place  of  our 
lives.  Here  we  learn  our  great- 
est lessons,  and  most  of  all  live 
them  out.  Living  day  after  day 
as  an  active  member  of  a  truly 
Christian  home  is  the  greatest 
religious  education  that  anyone 
can  receive.  Through  training 
and  constant  care  children  can 
be  brought  to  a  full  Christian 
life.  The  home  is  divinely  fitted 
to  give  to  the  child  this  train- 


ing.  The  responsibility  rests 
there,  and  it  cannot  be  delegated 
to  any  outside  institution.  The 
church  and  its  varied  organiza- 
tions supplement  and  complete 
the  religious  life,  but  it  cannot 
substitute  for  the  home  and  its 
training. 

This  means  preparation  on  the 
part  of  the  parents.  The  most  ef- 
fective teaching  is  accomplished 
through  example.  Parents 
should  constantly  keep  in  mind 
that  they  must  be  a  living  ex- 
ample of  the  precepts  they 
would  teach.  Indeed  if  lives  are 
lived  rightly,  precepts  are  not 
needed.  Children  are  quick  to 
imitate  their  elders.  Here  is  our 
opportunity.  We  must  conse- 
crate ourselves  to  Christ  and  to 
his  teaching. 

Then,  too,  we  must  study  our 
children.  This  is  not  difficult  to 
do  in  this  day  when  literature 
on  the  subject  is  so  plentiful. 
Never  before  has  so  much  been 
printed  which  helps  the  parent 
to  understand  and  teach  his 
child  in  the  most  acceptable 
way.  We  take  great  pains  to 
become  thoroughly  efficient  in 
our  special  lines  in  the  business 
world,  and  we  should  give  some 
time  and  thought  to  the  training 
of  our  own  children,  which  is 
the  greatest  opportunity  God 
has  given  us. 

This  teaching  and  training 
should  be  part  of  the  daily  home 
life.  It  should  operate  in  every- 
thing we  do.  Children  do  not 
divide  their  lives  into  religious 
and  secular.  Everything  we  do, 
if  done  rightly,  is  religious.  We 
eat,  drink,  sleep,  bathe,  exercise 
and  keep  our  bodies  strong  and 
healthy  so  that  we  may  serve 
God.  Our  everyday  duties  per- 
formed in  this  light  take  on  a 
new  interest  and  if  we  get  this 
attitude  toward  daily  right  liv- 
ing the  children  will  catch  the 
spirit  and  learn  one  of  the  great 
lessons  of  religion.  Religion  is 
living  right. 

Let  Moses  say  to  us  as  he  said 
to   the   Israelites:    "Thou   shalt 


teach  these  precepts  diligently 
unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk 
of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thy 
house,  and  when  thou  walkest 
by  the  way,  and  when  thou  liest 
down,  and  when  thou  risest  up." 
In  other  words  we  must  make 
religion  a  part  of  the  daily  life 
which  we  share  with  our  chil- 
dren. If  we  do  this  our  children 
will  advance  in  wisdom  and  in 
stature  and  in  favor  with  God 
and  man. 


Divorce  Is  Not  the  Problem 

H,  L.  Long 

Chicago,  Illinois 

THE  national  tragedy  of  di- 
vorce is  but  a  symptom  of 
a  greater  national  tragedy, 
to  wit,  the  increasing  disintegra- 
tion and  disorganization  of  fam- 
ily life."  This  sentiment  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  National  Confer- 
ence on  Family  Life  which  met 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1948. 
Some  further  statements  from 
that  conference  follow: 

1.  The  broken  family  is  not 
the  result  of  divorce;  divorce  is 
the  result  of  the  broken  family. 

2.  The  real  causes  of  broken 
families  are  drunkenness,  cruel- 
ty, neglect,  desertion,  infidelity, 
etc.,  of  one  or  both  spouses — 
things  that  used  to  be  called  sin. 

3.  The  marriage  fails  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  individuals 
who  marry.  The  alleged  grounds 
for  divorce  are  merely  pegs — 
often  artificial — upon  which  the 
decree  is  hung.  The  real  grounds 
lie  in  the  character  defects  of 
one  or  both  spouses.  The  cruel- 
ty, infidelity,  etc.,  are  merely 
symptoms  or  outward  manifes- 
tations of  character  defects 
which  some  of  us  believe  can 
be  summed  up  in  selfishness  and 
inconsiderateness. 

Now  if  these  things  indeed 
be  true,  it  would  appear  that 
great  cause  for  concern  lies  in 
the  fact  that  so  many  spouses 
have  grounds  for  divorce.  Such 
a  concept  should  serve  to  direct 
the  attack  not  upon  effect  but 


upon  cause,  the  selfishness,  sin- 
fulness, immaturity  and  other 
fundamental  factors  making  for 
marital  unhappiness  and  hence 
broken  families. 

The  report  goes  on  to  recom- 
mend, as  a  remedy,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  family  court  which 
would  have  jurisdiction  of  all 
family  problems. 

"The  proposal  to  have  all  fam- 
ily matters  handled  by  one  court 
is  far  from  new.  It  has  been 
tried  and  has  long  since  passed 
the  experimental  stage.  For 
over  thirty  years  Cincinnati  has 
had  such  a  court.  From  the  out- 
set the  soundness  of  the  idea  be- 
came more  and  more  apparent, 
and  soon  other  Ohio  cities  fell 
in  line  and  for  years  the  seven 
largest  (next  after  Cleveland, 
which  has  an  independent  ju- 
venile court)  have  had  such  in- 
tegrated family  courts.  They 
have  a  cumulative  experience  of 
over  150  years  of  successful  op- 
eration during  which  no  serious 
objection  to  the  plan  has  been 
raised." 

The  report  proposes  changes 
in  other  archaic  legal  provisions 
involved  in  the  divorce  business 
and  ends  with  two  specific  rec- 
ommendations: 

1.  "That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  asked  to  ap- 
point a  commission  to  re-exam- 
ine the  laws  regulating  mar- 
riage and  divorce  and  legal  pro- 
cedures in  divorce  cases. 

2.  "That  the  conference  urge 
establishment  of  family  and  ju- 
venile courts  presided  over  by 
specialist  judges  and  having  ade- 
quate quarters,  staffs  and  budg- 
ets." 


National  Family  Week 

The  theme  selected  for  the  Protes- 
tant emphasis  during  National  Fam- 
ily Week,  May  7-14,  is  God  Works 
Through  Homes.  The  living  God 
makes  his  creative  presence  felt 
within  the  family.  His  kingdom  is 
advanced  as  homes  perform  their 
unique  religious  functions. 
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Conference  Business 

Query 
Pastoral  Apprenticeship 

The  district  conference  of  Idaho 
and  Western  Montana  assembled  at 
Bowmont,  Idaho,  Oct.  28-30,  1949, 
voted  to  send  the  following  paper 
to  Annual  Conference  to  be  held  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Inasmuch  as  beginning  pastors 
would  benefit  from  practical  experi- 
ence in  addition  to  theological  train- 
ing, and  inasmuch  as  inexperienced 
men  often  become  discouraged  when 
they  come  face  to  face  with  practical 
problems  and  often  leave  the  pas- 
toral work  because  of  the  discour- 
agements, costing  the  church  good 
men  and  retarding  the  church  pro- 
gram, and  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  does  not 
provide  close  supervision  for  its 
young  pastors,  we  petition  Annual 
Conference  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  study  and  present  a  plan  for 
pastoral  apprenticeship. 

C.  E.  Flory,  Writing  Clerk. 

Unfinished  Business 
Study  of  Over-all  Program 

Because  our  church  program  of 
necessity  is  partially  formulated  by 
circumstances  and  pressures,  we  pe- 
tition Annual  Conference  through 
the  District  of  Southern  California 
and  Arizona  to  make  a  deliberate 
study  concerning  what  the  over-all 
purpose  and  direction  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  should  be,  consider- 
ing such  matters  as  the  importance 
of  evangelism;  our  mission  program, 
home  and  abroad;  the  purpose  of 
our  service  program;  our  relation 
to  the  ecumenical  movement;  the 
future  of  the  pastoral  system. 

Passed  in  council  meeting  of  the 
Covina  Church  of  the  Brethren,  on 
Sept.  8,  1948. 

Mrs.  Arvel  Larick,  Clerk. 

Answer      of      District      Meeting: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 
Norman  J.  Baugher,  Moderator. 
Jesse  Brandt,  Secretary. 

Answer  of  Annual  Conference: 
Referred  to  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board. 

REPORT  ON  STUDY  OF 
OVER-ALL  PROGRAM 

During  the  past  two  years  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  has 
been  giving  special  attention  to  a 
study  of  the  over-all  program  and 
goals  of  the  church.  However,  the 
board  is  not  ready  at  this  time  to 
report  on  all  the  questions  raised 
in  the  query  and  asks  Annual  Con- 
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ference  to  grant  additional  time  for 
completion  of  its  report. 

Study  of  Hospital  Relationships 

We,  the  Detroit  church,  assembled 
in  business  session,  petition  Annual 
Conference,  through  the  district 
conference  assembled  in  Beaverton, 
Mich.,  Aug.  27,  1948,  to  consider  the 
following  recommendations  with  re- 
gard  to   Bethany   Hospital. 

Since  there  is  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  many,  as  to  the  exact  relationship 
between  Bethany  Hospital  and  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  whole  problem  of 
relationships  "be  studied  by  a  special 
committee  of  three  and  that  they 
make  a  report  at  next  Annual  Con- 
ference. Furthermore,  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Conference 
draft  a  document  of  relationships 
that  will  safeguard  the  property  of 
Bethany  Hospital  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and,  at  the  same 
time,  safeguard  the  church  from  the 
possibility  of  litigations  arising  from 
the  operations  of  the  hospital  as 
an    institution. 

J.  Perry  Prather,  Elder. 

Grayston   Roy   Ohmart,    Clerk. 

Answer:  Passed  and  sent  on  to 
Annual  Conference. 

J.  Perry  Prather,  Moderator. 
H.  Arthur  Whisler,  Clerk. 

Answer    of    Annual    Conference: 
Request  granted  and  referred  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board. 
REPORT    OF    STUDY    OF   HOS- 
PITAL RELATIONSHIPS 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
has  studied  the  problem  of  Bethany 
Hospital  relationships  as  recom- 
mended, and  submits  the  following: 

1.  "Bethany  Hospital"  in  Chicago 
is  operated  as  a  community  char- 
itable hospital  by  an  Illinois  not-for- 
profit  corporation  which  was  organ- 
ized Nov.  15,  1920,  under  the 
corporate  name  of  "Bethany  Sani- 
tarium and  Hospital." 

2.  The  control  of  the  hospital  cor- 
poration is  vested  in  the  "members" 
of  the  corporation  by  virtue  of  the 
right  and  power  of  the  "members" 
to  elect  the  trustees,  and  by  the 
right  and  power  of  the  "members" 
to  amend  the  charter.  The  present 
By-laws  provide  for  three  classes  of 
"members,"  namely,  (1)  charter 
members,  (2)  elective  members,  and 
(3)  organization  members.  Elective 
and  organization  members  are  re- 
stricted to  individuals  and  organi- 
zations within  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  nominated  to  membership 
in  the  hospital  corporation  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  elected  by 
members. 

3.  There  is  a  clause  in  the  present 
By-laws  of  the  hospital  corporation 


to  the  effect  that  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  "by  the  act 
of  accepting  office"  shall  "pledge 
themselves  to  hold  all  the  property 
and  funds  of  said  corporation  in 
trust  for  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren," and  a  further  clause  to  the 
effect  that  the  foregoing  provision 
as  to  the  pledge  in  trust  for  the 
church  cannot  be  "nullified  or 
amended  in  any  way  except  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  consent  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
corporation." 

4.  Inasmuch  as  the  By-laws,  and 
the  charter,  of  the  hospital  corpora- 
tion can  be  amended  and  changed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  "members" 
of  the  hospital  corporation,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  present 
has  no  legal  control  over  the  hos- 
pital corporation,  except  indirectly 
by  virtue  of  the  present  provision 
in  the  By-laws  to  the  effect  that 
the  Trustees  "by  the  act  of  accepting 
office  pledge  themselves  to  hold  all 
the  property  and  funds  of  said  cor- 
poration in  trust  for  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren." 

5.  As  long  as  the  hospital  is  op- 
erated as  a  separate  and  distinct 
corporation  under  its  Illinois  not- 
for-profit  corporation  charter  (as  it 
should  be),  there  will  be  no  liability 
attaching  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  because  of,  or  on  account 
of,  the  operations  of  the  hospital. 

As  we  see  it,  there  is  only  a  very 
remote  possibility  of  the  property 
not  being  held  in  trust  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  We  feel 
the  church  is  now  safeguarded  from 
a  financial  liability  on  account  of 
litigation. 

Location  of  Church  Headquarters 

The  Bridgewater  church  asks  An- 
nual Conference  of  1949,  meeting  at 
Ocean  Grove,  N.  J.,  through  district 
conference  of  Second  Virginia,  to 
inaugurate  a  comprehensive  study 
of  the  location  of  the  headquarters 
and  publishing  interests  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  now  at  El- 
gin, 111.,  with  reference  to  the  possi- 
bility of  relocation  in  Elgin  or 
relocation  in  some  other  area  where 
costs  of  living  and  labor  might  be 
more  favorable;  to  the  possibility 
of  combining  our  publishing  inter- 
ests with  those  of  some  other  reli 
gious  body  or  bodies;  and  to  the 
advisability  of  locating  the  general 
offices  of  the  church  at  some  point  f 
other  than  in  connection  with  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House. 

Elmer  Myers,  Clerk. 

Answer    of    District    Conference 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 
M.  R.  Wolfe,  District  Secretary. 


Answer  of  Annual  Conference: 
Request  granted.  Referred  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  for 
study  and  report  next  year.  They 
are  to  disregard  the  words  and  labor 
in  line  six. 

REPORT    ON   STUDY   ON   LOCA- 
TION OF  CHURCH  HEAD- 
QUARTERS 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
reports  that  it  has  canvassed  the 
situation  regarding  location  of 
church  headquarters,  is  in  process 
of  further  study  and  asks  for  more 
time  for  a  definite  recommendation. 

Study  of  Redistribution  of  Districts 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
recommends  to  Annual  Conference, 
through  Standing  Committee,  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to 
study  the  matter  of  redistricting 
some  of  our  territory  in  order  to 
give  each  district,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, the  financial  and  leadership 
strength  to  make  it  more  nearly 
indigenous  and  better  equipped  to 
meet  an  expanding  church  program. 

Annual  Conference  recognized  the 
need  for  giving  attention  to  this 
problem  as  early  as  1924  when  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  study 
the  whole  question.  This  committee 
reported  to  the  1928  Annual  Confer- 
ence, see  page  56  bound  minutes, 
1922-44.  No  action  was  taken  to 
implement  the  report  of  this 
committee. 

Answer:  Authorized  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  to  make  such 
a  study. 

REPORT   ON   STUDY   ON   REDIS- 
TRIBUTION OF  DISTRICTS 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
is  carefully  studying  the  alignment 
of  districts  of  the  Brotherhood  but 
is  unable  at  present  to  do  more  than 
report  progress  and  ask  another 
year  for  continuation  of  the  study. 
In  the  meantime,  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  recommends 
that  wherever  districts  feel  the  need 
of  consideration  of  merger  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  progress  of  the 
church,  they  be  urged  to  proceed 
with  such  study  and  such  action  as 
they  may  deem   advisable. 

We  commend  the  districts  of 
Southwestern  Kansas  and  North- 
western Kansas  in  their  considered 
action  toward  merger. 

Women  in  the  Ministry 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
McClave,  Colo.,  petitions  Annual 
Conference  through  district  confer- 
ence of  Colorado  to  allow  women 
equal  rights  with  men  in  the 
ministry. 

Signed:  Paul   Cline,    Clerk. 
J.  F.  Burton,  Elder. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.   K.   Zeller,   Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear    Counselor, 

The  nine-year-old  daughter  of  a 
friend  of  mine  recently  became  a 
member  of  the  church.  This  ex- 
perience meant  much  to  the  child 
and  it  is  easy  to  see  how  she 
cherishes  this  membership  and  re- 
spects everything  connected  with 
the  church.  However,  she  is  a 
normal  child  and  occasionally  mis- 
behaves. Several  times  of  late  when 
she  has  done  or  said  something  of 
which  her  mother  disapproved,  she 
has  said  to  her  in  effect,  "Daughter, 
you  are  a  Christian  now  and  a  Chris- 
tian must  not  do  this  or  a  church 
member  must  not  say  that."  I  don't 
know  just  why,  but  it  doesn't  seem 
the  right  thing  to  do.  If  you  agree 
with  me  and  will  help  me  to  put  it 
into  words,  I'll  try  to  pass  it  on  to 
this  mother,  for  I  am  concerned. 
A  Concerned  Christian. 

Dear   Friend, 

You  are  right  to  be  concerned 
about  this  situation  because  it  is  a 
mistake  which  many  well-meaning 
parents  make.  This  mother  is  evi- 
dently just  as  eager  as  you  or  I  to 
have  her  child  make  a  success  of  her 
Christian  life,  but  she  is  unwittingly 
taking  the  course  that  will — unless 
other  people  and  other  influences 
counteract  it — turn  her  against 
Christianity  and  the  church  they 
both  love. 

A  child  tends  to  appreciate,  when 
she  grows  up,  the  things  in  connec- 
tion with  which  she  has  had  happy 


and  satisfying  experiences  and  to 
dislike  and  avoid  those  things  con- 
nected with  unpleasant  and  unsatis- 
factory experiences. 

If  this  mother  continues  the  habit 
of  bringing  up  the  Christian  life  and 
church  membership  at  the  time  of 
punishment  and  consequent  unhap- 
piness  of  the  child,  her  daughter  will 
likely  grow  to  hate  the  very  words 
and  may  try  eventually  to  avoid 
everything  for  which  they  stand  and 
with  which  they  are  associated. 

In  cases  where  this  has  happened 
parents  have  often  been  surprised 
and  unable  to  understand  why  their 
children  did  not  want  to  go  to 
church  or  enter  Christian  service. 
They  felt  they  had  tried  to  teach 
them  right  and  they  had  tried  but 
they  lacked  knowledge  of  this  law  of 
life,  and  the  results  were  unfor- 
tunate. 

You  can  help  this  mother,  there- 
fore, to  see  that  she  should  be  taking 
just  the  opposite  course.  She  should 
try  to  see  to  it  that  the  Christian 
life  and  the  church  are  mentioned, 
not  in  connection  with  occasions  of 
punishment,  but  with  the  times 
when  the  child  is  happy  and  the 
family  relationships  are  relaxed  and 
joyful.  If  she  learns  not  to  stifle  this 
tiny  spark  of  Christianity  with  the 
chill  winds  of  untimely  criticism  and 
misery,  but  to  nurture  it  with  love 
and  joy,  it  will  glow  with  increasing 
brightness  to  the  high  happiness  of 
all  concerned. 

Your  Counselor. 


Query  passed  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

J.   F.   Burton,   Moderator. 
Roscoe  P.  Baker,  Writing  Clerk. 

Answer  of  Annual  Conference: 
Referred  to  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board  for  study  and  report 
next  year. 

REPORT  ON  STUDY  ON  WOMEN 
IN   THE   MINISTRY 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
respectfully  requests  Annual  Con- 
ference of  1950  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  study  of  the  whole 
problem  of  the  role  of  women  in 
the  life  of  the  church,  and  bring  a 
report,  with  recommendations,  to 
the    Annual    Conference    of    1951. 

Old  Folks  Homes  in  Brotherhood 
Fund 

The  board  of  administration  of 
Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  re- 


quests district  conference  to  petition 
Annual  Conference  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  study  the  advisability 
of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board 
receiving  funds  from  the  Brother- 
hood for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
homes  for  older  people  in  desirable 
locations   in  mild  climates. 

Request  granted. 

J.   H.   Ziegler,  Moderator. 
Ora  W.  Garber,  Secretary. 

Answer  of  Annual  Conference: 
Voted  to  authorize  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  to  develop  a 
plan  whereby  small  but  substantial 
homes  may  be  established  for  older 
people  in  mild  climates. 
REPORT  ON  OLD  FOLKS  HOMES 
IN   BROTHERHOOD   FUND 

The    General   Brotherhood   Board 
asks  for  more  time  for  a  final  report. 


MAY    6,    1950 
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Request  for  Conference  Lodging  in  Private  Homes 

The  standard  rate  for  rooms  in  private  homes  in  Grand  Rapids  is  $3.00  per  bed,  whether  for  one  or  two  people.  Mr.  Whit- 
warn,  to  whom  this  blank  should  be  sent,  will  also  do  what  he  can  to  find  tourist  cabins  or  camping  facilities,  both  rather  scarce. 
In  such   cases   write   him   a   letter  explaining   your  needs. 

Mr.  G.  Frank  Whitwam,  Grand  Rapids  Convention  Bureau,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Please  arrange  room  reservations  in  private  homes  for person(s)  attending  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Conference,  June  13-18. 

We  will  need room(s)  with bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

room(s)  with  bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

We  plan  to  arrive  on  (date)  and  to  leave  on  (date)  

Remarks    


Name   

Street  or  Route 
City    


.Zone 


State 


Jay  G.  Myers  will  represent  Colorado  on  the  Grand 
Rapids  Standing  Committee. 

Northwestern  Ohio  will  have  Edgar  Petry  and  Paul 
Thompson  as  its  representatives  on  the  1950  Standing 
Committee.    Orville  Noffsinger  is  the  alternate. 

The  young  men's  class  of  the  Williamsburg  church, 
Pa.,  recently  purchased  a  16  mm  projector  and  will  be 
happy  to  use  it  in  surrounding  churches.  Please  write 
George  Landis,  Williamsburg,  Pa. 

The  Langer  Bill,  which  would  have  made  illegal  the 
interstate  advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages  either  by 
radio  or  in  magazines  has  not  been  voted  out  of  com- 
mittee. Accordingly,  it  will  not  appear  before  Congress. 
This  is  a  setback  for  the  antialcohol  forces;  they  hope 
to  get  a  similar  bill  in  operation  soon. 

H.  Stover  Kulp  of  Lassa  writes,  "Our  district  meet- 
ing was  historical.  We  had  representatives  of  other 
churches  and  missions  in  Northern  Nigeria.  We  or- 
dained our  first  African  minister,  Bassey  Minso.  We 
appointed  a  committee  of  three  Africans  and  three 
elders  to  draw  up  an  organizational  scheme  for  our 
church  in  Africa." 

John  J.  Myers  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  plans  to  take  a 
bus  to  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference,  leaving 
Harrisonburg  at  7:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  13,  and 
arriving  there  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  cost  of  the 
trip  will  likely  be  $25  for  the  round  trip.  All  the  money 
will  go  directly  to  missions,  none  being  taken  out  for 
expenses.  If  you  want  to  go,  write  John  J.  Myers,  Box 
169,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  or  telephone  528. 

Pastor  Martin  Niemoeller  of  Germany  has  gone  on 
record  as  being  in  favor  of  a  unified  Germany.  He  sug- 
gests that  there  can  be  no  peace  in  Germany  when  Ger- 
many is  divided  into  zones.  He  says  further,  "There  can 
be  no  peace  so  long  as  the  German  people  do  not  have 
peace.  There  can  be  no  peace  in  Germany  so  long  as  the 
German  people  remain  divided  between  two  mutually 
hostile  groups  of  powers."  He  suggests  that  the  United 
Nations  occupy  Germany  for  the  time  being  in  order 
that  such  unity  may  be  brought  about. 
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Raymond  LaRue  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Ind., 
and  Carl  Showalter  of  the  Paradise  church,  Ohio,  have 
recently  been  licensed  to  the  ministry. 

The  complete  financial  reports  of  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  are  now  available  to  members  of  the 
church.  If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  a  copy,  please 
write  to  Edwin  Grossnickle,  Treasurer,  22  S.  State 
Street,  Elgin,  111. 

The  Christian  ashram  for  the  southern  region  of  the 
United  States  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Bridge- 
water  College  on  July  10-20.  E.  Stanley  Jones  will 
speak  twice  daily.  Other  outstanding  Christian  leaders 
will  be  participating. 

At  the  Mexico  church,  Ind.,  fifteen  dollars  was  dis- 
tributed among  the  children.  They  were  to  use  the 
money  as  "talents,"  seeing  how  much  they  could  bring 
back  to  the  church  when  the  talents  were  returned. 
Recently,  the  day  of  returning  came  and  a  total  of 
$202.25  was  brought  in.  This  presented  a  challenge  to 
the  older  people  of  the  congregation  who  watched  this 
growth  of  their  children's  talents. 

Brethren  Service  workers  in  Germany  win  approval. 
The  U.  S.  high  commissioner  of  Germany,  John  J. 
McCloy,  together  with  Mrs.  McCloy,  made  a  short  visit 
to  the  first  youth  village  in  the  U.  S.  zone,  Kaltenstein 
Castle  in  Vaihingen/Enz.  He  was  much  impressed  with 
the  spirit  of  the  youth  there  and  the  work  done  in  the 
youth  village,  which  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission  and  the  German  Y.M.C.A. 

Gertrud  Kirst  of  Germany  sent  a  letter  to  the  Mes- 
senger offices  which  arrived  on  Dec.  9.  In  it  she  told  of 
her  needful  condition  and  wished  that  she  might  be 
able  to  give  something  to  the  great  work  which  the 
church  sponsors.  Her  hope  particularly  was  that  she 
might  continue  to  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger,  for 
it  brings  great  encouragement  to  her.  She  enclosed  a 
handkerchief  which  she  hoped  we  might  be  able  to  use 
in  some  way  for  the  cause  of  the  kingdom.  This  hand- 
kerchief was  auctioned  off  at  New  Windsor  among  the 
workers  there.  It  brought  $24.50.  Seven  dollars  of  this 
was  used  to  send  the  Messenger  to  Mrs.  Kirst  for  two 
years.  Seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the  balance, 
was  used  for  German  relief.  Thus,  the  people  of  Ger- 
many are  helpful  to  each  other. 
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Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Fifty  farmers  and  other  vitally  interested  Quakers 
met  in  Washington  recently  to  study  the  matter  of  food 
distribution  and  surplus  foods.  The  suggestions  which 
they  made  and  submitted  to  our  Congress  were  definite- 
ly practical  and  Christian.  Other  such  conferences 
should  follow. 

A  white  evangelist  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  seized  by  a 
group  of  masked  white  men,  dragged  from  the  pulpit  of 
a  Georgia  church  and  flogged  for  half  an  hour.  This 
happened  to  him  because  he  was  preaching  to  Negroes. 
The  masked  people  said  to  him,  "We  don't  mix  with 
colored  people  down  here." 

Up  to  the  present,  8,397  men  have  been  granted  the 
IV-E  classification  for  conscientious  objection  under 
the  draft  law  which  went  into  effect  in  1948.  Of  these, 
1,396  came  from  Pennsylvania,  1,030  from  Indiana,  1,023 
from  Ohio,  and  1,009  from  Kansas.  California,  Illinois, 
Virginia,  Oregon  and  Iowa  also  ranked  high. 

Recently  a  group  of  citizens  from  Morgantown,  W. 
Va.,  traveled  to  Washington  to  appear  before  a  Con- 
gressional committee  to  present  their  desire  that  the 
government  set  up  a  department  of  peace.  So  earnest 
and  lucid  were  they  in  their  appeal  that  the  committee 
was  struck  with  their  seriousness.  Before  they  finished 
their  testimony  some  moments  were  spent  with  them 
in  prayer  for  world  peace. 

All  the  congregations  in  the  Brotherhood  are  urged 
by  the  Conference  officers  to  send  their  full  quota  of 
delegates  to  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference.  The 
basis  of  representation  according  to  the  organization 
scheme  adopted  at  Orlando  in  1947  is  as  follows:  "Each 
congregation  having  a  membership  of  200  or  fewer  may 
send  one  delegate;  each  congregation  having  more  than 
200  may  send  one  additional  delegate  for  each  200  or 
fraction  thereof." 

"I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  for 
over  sixty-three  years  and  I  could  not  do  without  it 
because  it  gives  me  the  news  of  our  mission  work  at 
home  and  abroad.  It  also  reports  weekly  who  our 
evangelists  are  and  the  converts  so  that  I  can  pray  for 
the  evangelists  and  for  the  converts  that  the  churches 
will  feed  these  converts  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word 
and  that  they  may  grow  spiritually." — William  H.  Rum- 
mel,  Johnstown,  Pa. 


McPherson  College 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  A.  Tharrington  and  their  son 
Charles  have  made  a  gift  of  a  carload  of  lumber  to 
McPherson  College.  Processing  charges  and  freight 
charges  on  this  lumber  were  paid  by  the  Nampa  church, 
Idaho.  This  lumber  has  been  delivered  and  is  now  on 
the  campus.  Some  of  it  will  be  used  in  building  an 
addition  to  the  college  library.  Plans  are  under  way  to 
begin  construction  of  this  building  soon. 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  president  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  annual  birthday 
dinner  at  the  college  church  on  Jan.  29  and  spoke  at 
the  college  on  Jan.  30.  He  counseled  with  prospective 
seminary  students. 

The  occupations  day  program  on  Feb.  24  was  very 
well  attended  and  was  considered  of  much  value.  The 
same  may  be  said  for  the  recreation  workshop  on  Feb. 
3-5. 

On  Feb.   7,   Bayard   Rustin,   an   outstanding   Negro, 


spoke  at  chapel  under  the  auspices  of  the  McPherson 
Ministerial  Alliance  in  the  interest  of  better  race 
relations. 

On  the  night  of  Feb.  15  the  faculty  of  McPherson 
College  had  as  guests  at  a  social  in  the  college  chapel 
and  the  Student  Union  Room  the  administrators  and 
teachers  of  the  city  of  McPherson. 

In  recognition  of  Brotherhood  Week  representatives 
of  the  Hebrew,  Catholic  and  Protestant  faiths  spoke  at 
the  assembly  on  Feb.  20  in  the  interest  of  better  under- 
standing and  co-operation. 

McPherson  College  and  the  city  of  McPherson  were 
honored  by  having  been  selected  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment as  a  worth-while  place  for  two  Japanese  educators 
to  visit  in  the  interest  of  how  UNESCO  functions. 
Messrs.  Tatsuo  Fukai  and  Iwao  Nishimura  were  on  the 
campus  on  March  7. 

The  model  United  Nations  was  presented  by  the 
McPherson  College  UNESCO  Tuesday  night,  March  28. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  McPherson  College  met  in 
annual  session  on  Feb.  22  and  23.  Twenty-one  of  the 
twenty-four  members  were  present.  W.  H.  Yoder  was 
elected  chairman;  Harold  Beam,  vice-chairman;  and 
Guy  Hayes,  secretary. 

On  recommendation  of  the  administration  committee 
and  the  faculty  the  board  approved  by  unanimous  vote 
the  conferring  of  the  honorary  degree  LL.D.  upon 
James  H.  Elrod  and  the  honorary  degree  Sc.D.  upon 
Harvey  A.  Horton  at  the  commencement  on  May  29. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Mark  W.  Wolfe  of  Crab  Orchard,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Spruce 
Run  church,  W.  Va.,  May  8-21. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Mingo  church,  Pa.,  May 
7-21. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  in  the  Raven  Run  church, 
Pa.,  July  17-30. 

Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Strait  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  May  1-14. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Waterford  church,  Calif. 

Six  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif. 

Five  baptized  in  the  East  Petersburg  church,  Pa. 

Eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Albany  church.  Oregon. 

Nine  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Detroit  church, 
Mich. 

Twenty-nine  added  to  the  Olympic  View  community  church, 
Wash. 

Six  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Harrisonburg 
church,  Va. 

Nine  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Williamsburg 
church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Franklin  Grove 
church,  111. 

Six  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Second  church. 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

Twenty-two  baptized  and  ten  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Crab 
Orchard  church,  W.  Va. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  thirty-four  received  by  letter  in  the 
Bridgewater  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Calvary 
church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Ten  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  one  received  on  for- 
mer baptism  in  the  Rheems  house,  West  Greentree  congregation, 
Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  7 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Hosea,  the  Man  and  His  Message. — 
Hosea.  Memory  Selection:  My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of 
knowledge.   Hosea  4:  6. 

CBYF  Topic  for  May,  "My  Dear  Ego." 
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Youth  Review 

Mental  Hospital 

Experiences 


Charlotte  Stutzman 

Unit  Co-ordinator,  Crownsville,  Maryland 


CONSIDERABLE  interest  has 
been  shown  in  the  mental  hos- 
pital phase  of  our  service 
program  in  the  last  few  years.  For 
centuries  the  field  of  mental  illness 
has  been  shrouded  in  mystery  and 
fear.  A  few  Christians  for  decades 
have  felt  the  call  to  minister  to  the 
mentally  ill,  but  few  others  have 
joined  in  their  concern.  For  most 
people  mental  hospitals  have  been 
those  forbidding-looking  buildings 
on  the  hill  or  the  asylum  of  the 
nineteenth  century  fiction.  Not 
many  Christians  particularly  asso- 
ciated the  traditional  inmate  with 
his  responsibility  to  his  neighbor; 
rare  was  the  person  who  saw  lessons 
to  be  learned  behind  these  iron 
fences  and  brick  walls. 

Gradual  interest  has  arisen  since 
the  turn  of  the  century  in  mental 
health  and  more  creative  approaches 
to  it.  However,  it  seems  that  the  ex- 


periences and  findings  of  the  Civi- 
lian Public  Service  hospital  units 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  church  and 
the  public  with  a  new  jolt.  Young 
people  soon  caught  the  challenge. 
They  wanted  to  share  in  the  op- 
portunities to  learn  and  to  serve. 
During  the  war  while  men  were  re- 
lieving labor  shortages  in  many 
state  hospitals  through  Civilian 
Public  Service,  a  number  of  our 
women  helped  to  form  Brethren 
units  at  Crownsville,  Md.,  and  Elgin, 
111.  The  continued  labor  shortage 
and  growing  feelings  of  need  for 
concerned  workers  in  our  state  in- 
stitutions plus  the  testimonies  of 
volunteers  led  logically  to  the  begin- 
nings 'of  summer  student  units,  now 
about  to  begin  their  fourth  summer 
of  service  and  training.  Year-round 
co-ed  units  have  now  been  working 
at  Elgin  and  Crownsville  for  a  year 
and  a  half  and  six  months  respec- 


Hospiial  duties  are  varied. 
The  picture  above  shows 
nurses  and  attendants  giv- 
ing a  patient  an  electric 
shock  treatment.  The  at- 
tendant with  her  back  to 
the  camera  is  Charlotte 
Stutzman.  Another  aspect 
of  the  work  is  ward  duty. 
In  the  picture  to  the  left 
Ethel  Myer,  a  volunteer 
worker  from  New  Holland, 
Pa.,  pauses  to  chat  with 
a  patient  and  to  admire 
her  playmates 
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tively.  Plans  are  now  being  made 
for  several  1950  summer  units. 

A  number  of  youth  who  have 
served  in  hospital  units  within  the 
last  five  years  have  recently  been 
asked  to  review  their  mental  hos- 
pital experience.  Their  reactions 
present  an  interesting  picture.  The 
need,  the  lessons,  the  rewards  chal- 
lenge us  to  look  again  behind  these 
walls  of  mystery  and  fear. 

"I  was  first  in  doubt  as  to  how  I 
would  like  this  type  of  work  and 
how  well  I  could  minister  to  the 
needy  patients.  My  first  week  on  the 
ward  relieved  me  of  many  of  these 
doubts.  I  like  the  work.  .  .  .  The 
patients  enjoyed  having  the  nurses 
read  to  them,  talk  to  them  and  teach 
them  handicrafts  which  took  their 
thoughts  from  their  worries." 

The  terms  patience,  understand- 
ing, reassurance,  love,  security  and 
hope  now  have  added  meaning  for 
these  hospital  volunteers.  "Even 
people  who  are  emotionally  malad- 
justed recognize  our  attitudes.  Ev- 
ery little  bit  of  love  and  kindness  is 
helpful  as  a  treatment  on  the  road 
to  recovery.  .  .  .  Mental  illness  is 
not  a  disgrace  and  our  attitudes  can 
be  helpful  to  one  who  is  seeking 
reassurance." 

"One  of  the  most  satisfying  ex- 
periences was  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
press kindly  concern  for  individuals 
for  whom  life  seemed  hopeless.  One 
is  brought  face  to  face  with  stern 
reality  and  made  to  realize  the  in- 
security faced  by  those  who  lack 
the  mental  health  we  associate  with 
Christianity." 

"It  has  helped  me  understand  peo- 
ple both  inside  the  institution  and 
outside;  it  gave  me  a  great  satisfac- 
tion to  be  of  help  to  those  socially 


unaccepted  individuals;  it  strength- 
ened my  belief  that  a  Christian  home 
is  important  to  the  mental  health  of 
individuals." 

For  many  the  desire  to  serve  has 
been  both  stimulated  and  satisfied 
through  hospital  work.  "Service  re- 
turns infinite  measures  of  reward, 
not  always  measured  in  visible, 
tangible  materials — it  ennobles  life, 
exemplifies  neighborliness  and 
brotherhood,  lightens  life's  burdens 
and  demonstrates  love.  Service  is 
Christlike.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and 
Master,  have  washed  your  feet;  ye 
also  ought  to  wash  one  another's 
feet." 

"It  was  a  real  joy  to  minister  to 
those  so  often  neglected  and  looked 
down  upon.  The  truly  thankful 
smile  of  a  patient  who  is  making 
progress  did  much  to  overbalance 
the  more  unpleasant  experiences." 

Yes,  some  students  admit  that  not 
every  minute  of  their  hospital  work 
has  been  pleasant.  Even  learning 
about  oneself  may  be  painful  at 
times  but  very  helpful  in  the  long 
run.  "We  are  so  prone  to  neglect 
even  an  attempt  at  understanding 
personality  differences  and  why  we 
tick  as  we  do.  It  is  much  easier  to 
see  these  processes  in  the  so-called 


Anyone  interested  in  serving  a 
year  in  a  mental  hospital  may  begin 
at  any  time  agreed  upon  with  the 
Brethren   Service    Commission. 

The  unit  at  Elgin,  111.,  offers  a 
group  living  arrangement  at  the 
Fellowship  House  for  those  working 
at  the  hospital.  This  includes  house- 
hold duties,  worship,  education, 
recreation  and  experimentation  with 
group  dynamics  in  an  interracial 
group.  Board  and  room  is  on  a  co- 
operative basis  plus  the  cost  of  any 
projects   undertaken   by   the   group. 

In  the  Negro  mental  hospital  at 
Crownsville,  Md..  there  are  some 
opportunities  for  work  in  occupa- 
tional or  recreational  therapy.  Mem- 
bers of  the  unit  live  in  dormitories 
and  eat  in  the  dining  hall  but  have 
an  apartment  for  group  recreational, 
educational  and  service  activities. 

In  both  instances  unit  members 
receive  regular  hospital  wages  but 
may  serve  on  a  full-time  volunteer 
basis  if  they  so  desire. 

Write  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Elgin,  111.,  for  additional  in- 
formation. 

At  the  present  time  plans  are 
being  formulated  for  summer  units 
at  four  mental  hospitals  located  in 
the  following  places:  Crownsville, 
Md.;  Catonsville.  Md.;  Fulton.  Mo.; 
and  Elgin,  111. 


Summer  hoEpital 
workers  take  time 
out  from  their  work 
to  enjoy  some  fel- 
lowship and  re- 
freshing ice  cream. 
Some  young  people 
have  found  the  co- 
operative living  ac- 
tivities of  the  unit 
as  rewarding  to 
them  as  the  actual 
hospital  work 


mentally  ill."  "To  become  conscious 
of  factors  which  make  people  be- 
come mentally  ill  has  helped  me  in 
my  daily  living."  "Much  can  be 
learned  about  how  the  mind  reacts 
to  different  situations  and  in  adverse 
circumstances,  which  helps  the 
worker  understand  better  others  as 
well  as  himself." 

Some  searching  youth  have  found 
the  association  with  other  young 
people,  the  give-and-take  of  group 
life,  of  direct  spiritual  benefit.  The 
sharing  of  ideas  and  books,  the 
growth  of  prayer  life  and  the  fellow- 
ship of  a  closely  knit  group 
prompted  one  to  say,  "I  feel  that 
I  learned  more  about  God  and  the 
church;  I  received  much  more  than 
I  contributed."  Another's  experience 
in  co-operative  living  leads  him  to 
believe  "that  a  next  major  change 
in  human  relations  will  be  some- 
thing similar  to  co-operative  living 
units  in  which  persons  freely  share 
thoughts  and  actions."  Many  ap- 
preciate learning  to  know  more  in- 
timately members  of  other  races. 

Vocational  guidance  was  not  an 
"especial  goal  of  planners  of  hos- 
pital units,  but  the  experience  seems 
to  have  served  this  purpose  for  a 
number  of  volunteers.  Several  men 
and  women  have  been  motivated  to 
enter  the  fields  of  nursing  and  medi- 
cine. One  volunteer  entering  full- 
time  nursing  says,  "It  is  my  hope 
that  more  Christian  youth  will  de- 
vote all  or  part  of  their  time  to  this 
ever-present  need."  Others  recom- 
mend the  experience  as  a  good 
"preparation  for  the  ministry,  teach- 
ing, counseling  or  some  type  of  so- 
cial work.  ...  It  would  seem  help- 
ful preparation  for  any  line  of  work. 
...  I  feel  it  has  helped  me  greatly  to 
understand  somewhat  the  intimate 
relationship  between  mind  and  body 
which  is  receiving  so  much  stress 
today."  One  ministerial  student 
thinks  the  lessons  he  has  learned 
will  be  especially  helpful  in  his 
future  work  as  a  pastor. 


What  may  the  church  and  com- 
munity learn  from  the  experiences 
of  these  youth?  "It  seems  to  me  that 
one  of  the  biggest  factors  in  mental 
illness  is  the  attitude  of  the  public 
toward  it.  I  have  been  surprised  by 
the  number  of  open,  questioning 
minds  I  have  met  on  the  outside.  .  .  . 
I  feel  that  one  responsibility  of  hos- 
pital workers  is  to  allay  partially 
the  effect  of  centuries  of  fear  and 
ignorance  concerning  mental  illness 
by  spreading  correct  information." 

A  recent  article  in  the  March 
Survey,  written  by  John  R.  Rees, 
director  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Mental  Health,  is  entitled  Mental 
Health  Begins  at  Home.  "La  Sante 
Mentale  is  the  international  word 
for  it,  and  we  can  work  up  to 
that  condition  of  world  peace  by 
practicing  it  on  our  neighbors." 
One  Brethren  volunteer  sees  a  term 
of  service  in  a  mental  hospital  as  a 
step  toward  world  peace  and  broth- 
erhood. "Each  person  today  has  a 
responsibility  to  promote  happiness 
and  peace.  We  cannot  expect  sick  or 
unlearned  people  to  assume  their 
share  in  the  world  program.  By 
working  in  mental  hospitals,  stu- 
dents are  taking  a  forward  step  in 
understanding  and  aiding  mental 
health.  Since  men,  whether  Negro, 
yellow  or  white,  are  basically  alike, 
we  can  apply  the  psychological  prin- 
ciples learned  in  these  hospitals  to 
our  own  motives,  desires  and  per- 
sonalities. Then  we  will  begin  to 
understand  ourselves  and  be  capable 
of  solving  our  problems;  then 
logically  the  peoples  of  the  world 
will  begin  to  understand  themselves 
and  be  able  to  solve  their  problems." 

Many  volunteers  find  a  summer's 
service  creating  a  desire  for  another 
term  of  three  months  or  a  year;  most 
leave  the  hospital  grateful  for  the 
opportunities  of  service  and  new 
vision,  yet  humble  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  road  ahead  for  themselves. 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


Day  Comp  Offers 


NEW    OPPORTUNITY 


WE  ARE  standing  at  the  thresh- 
old of  a  movement  that 
may  be  as  important  to  the 
church  as  the  Sunday  school  has 
been."  These  words  were  spoken  by 
a  man  of  the  church.  He  was  speak- 
ing not  out  of  shallow  enthusiasm 
for  a  new  fad  but  from  years  of 
convincing  experience  in  camping 
with  juniors. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  camping 
has  made  for  itself  a  valid  place  in 
the  program  of  the  church.  It  offers 
unique  possibilities  for  individual 
growth  and  fellowship.  Only  recent- 
ly have  we  begun  to  realize  the 
values  in  day  camping. 

What  is  day  camping? 

It  is  what  the  term  implies — a 
camp  that  is  in  session  during  the 
day.  The  campers  sleep  at  home  at 
night  and  usually  have  breakfasts 
and  dinners  with  their  families. 
During  the  day  they  participate  in  all 
the  activities  that  make  up  real 
camping. 

The  unique  values  of  day  camping 
The  day  camp  can  provide  ex- 
periences in  camping  for  hundreds 
of  boys  and  girls  who  will  not  get 
to  established  camps  because  of  the 
restrictions  of  expense  and  the 
limited  number  of  such  camps  avail- 
able. It  offers  the  satisfaction  of 
group  living  in  the  out-of-doors  to 
the  child  not  yet  mature  enough  to 
be  away  from  his  family  at  night. 
The  day  camp  can  be  related  to  the 
junior's  ongoing  experience.  The 
children  in  his  church  and  the 
leaders  who  are  interested  in  him 
all  the  year  may  share  in  the  camp- 
ing experiences. 

In  the  fellowship  of  a  small  unit 
group  campers  make  discoveries 
about  God  and  his  creation. 

Photo:  H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


LaDonna  Bogardus 

The  day-camp  program 

In  the  church  we  are  primarily 
interested  in  the  development  of 
ideas,  attitudes  and  ways  of  living 
that  are  Christian.  There  are  two 
distinctive  features  about  camping 
that  give  boys  and  girls  the  chance 
for  this  kind  of  development — living 
in  a  group  and  living  in  the  out  of 
doors.  In  planning  the  day-camp 
program  we  will  logically  expect  to 
include  those  things  which  can 
best  be  done  in  the  out-of-doors  and 


which  cannot  be  duplicated  in  an 
indoor  setting  where  other  kinds  of 
experiences  are  more  suitable. 

Camping,  first  of  all,  calls  for 
learning  and  using  the  skills  neces- 
sary to  living  in  the  out-of-doors. 
The  small  unit  group,  in  which  the 
individual  camper  will  carry  on 
most  of  his  activities,  may  explore 
the  entire  camp  territory  the  first 
day.  Members  of  the  group  will 
select  a  spot  which  will  be  their 
"home  in  the  woods."  On  succeed- 
ing days,  as  needs  arise,  they  will 
adapt  it  so  it  will  be  as  convenient 
and  comfortable  a   "home"   as  they 
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can  make  it.  In  line  with  existing 
regulations,  they  may  lash  a  sturdy 
table,  arrange  a  fireplace,  bring 
stones  or  logs  for  seats,  make  a  cup- 
tree,  or  even  build  a  lean-to. 

These  activities  call  for  learning 
and  using  such  skills  as  lashing,  knot 
tying,  tool  craft,  and  fire  making. 
They  require  a  knowledge  of  rules 
that  have  to  do  with  safety  and  con- 
servation. With  good  guidance  in 
these  experiences  the  camper  may 
come  to  feel  an  increasing  kinship 
with,  and  respect  for,  all  creation 
and  for  Him  who  is  the  Creator. 

There  will  be  music  in  day  camp — 
lots  of  it!  Time  for  learning  new 
songs  and  for  singing  favorite  ones 
over  and  over  again.  There  will  be 
songs  of  many  cultures,  fun  songs 
and  songs  that  express  gratitude  for 
the  wonder  and  beauty  of  God's 
world.  There  will  be  singing  in 
small  groups,  and  when  the  entire 
camp  gets  together. 

The  camp  day  will  often  include 
games:  team  games,  folk  games,  and 
especially  nature  games  of  both  the 
active  and  quiet  varieties.  If  the 
camp  is  not  too  large  all  campers 
may  play  together  sometimes.  A 
unit  will  have  its  own  favorite 
games  which  may  be  shared  with 
another  unit  occasionally. 

An  understanding  of,  and  ap- 
preciation for,  the  natural  world  will 
be  the  central  purpose  running 
through  many  camp  activities.  The 
collecting  of  small  wild  life  in  cages 
or  an  aquarium  (with  a  few  excep- 
tions these  wild  creatures  do  not 
live  long  in  confinement  and  should 
be  returned  to  their  natural  habitat 
after  a  day  or  two),  arranging  a 
dish  garden  or  terrarium,  observing 
habits  of  birds  or  small  animals, 
hearing  and  telling  nature  stories, 
making  leaf  prints  and  playing 
nature  games  are  only  a  few  of  the 
numerous  activities  related  to  nature 
lore. 

Other  creative  activities  may  in- 
clude sketching  and  painting,  in- 
formal dramatization,  whittling, 
weaving  and  other  similar  arts.  One 
group  made  hanging  baskets  of 
small  twigs  lashed  together.  Planted 
with  small  ferns  and  vines  found 
in  the  woods,  they  made  a  lovely 
gift  for  the  family  at  home.  Unless 
regulations  prohibit  using  materials 
on  the  camp  site,  the  juniors  can  be 
helped  to  find  an  abundance  on  ev- 
ery hand.  Craft  materials  need  not 
be  imported  from  the  outside. 

The  daily  schedule  will  include 
lunch,  with  time  for  preparation  and 
clean-up.  Following  the  lunch 
period  at  least  forty-five  minutes 
should  be  allowed  for  rest.  There 
will  be  worship,  too,  and  times  when 


For  Parents  and  Teachers 

The  Public  Affairs  Committee, 
Inc.,  has  just  announced  a  Public 
Affairs  packet  for  parents  and  teach- 
ers— 15  useful  booklets  at  a  special 
price  of  $2.50.  Titles  included  in  this 
series  are: 

Making  the  Grade  as  Dad 
Mental  Health  Is  a  Family  Affair 
How  to  Discipline  Your  Children 
Polio  Can  Be  Conquered 
How  to  Tell  Your  Child  About  Sex 
Comics,    Radio,    Movies — and    Chil- 
dren 
Your  Teeth — How  to  Save  Them 
Understanding  Your  Child  —  from  6 

to  12 
Enjoy  Your  Child  —  Ages  1,  2  and  3 
Planning  Your  Family 
Broken  Homes 

Keeping  Up  With  Teen-Agers 
Rheumatic     Fever    —    Childhood's 

Greatest  Enemy 
Toward  Mental  Health 
Building  Your  Marriage 


the  group  sits  down  to  talk  about 
discoveries  they  have  made  or  ques- 
tions for  which  they  want  to  find 
answers.  There  will  be  many  in- 
stances when  boys  and  girls  consult 
books  in  the  camp  library  for  infor- 
mation, for  stories  or  for  worship 
materials  to  share  with  the  larger 
group.  Out  of  all  these  possible  ac- 
tivities a  program  is  planned  by 
leader  and  campers  together. 

But  when  do  we  teach?  A  min- 
ister asked  that  question  on  his  first 
visit  in  day  camp  when  he  saw  no 
formal  class  sessions  scheduled.  He 
became  a  leader  in  the  camp  and 
found  that  he  was  teaching  all  the 
time — on  the  trail,  at  the  lunch  hour, 
when  the  group  planned,  worked, 
played.  Learning  does  not  need  to 
be  scheduled,  at  least  at  camp!  For 
instance,  a  leader  suggested  on  one 
day  to  the  minister  who  was  as- 
sisting in  the  unit  group,  "The 
campers  have  had  a  number  of  ex- 
periences when  they  were  aware 
of  things  that  are  wonderful  or 
beautiful.  Are  they  ready  now  to 
see  each  of  these  as  a  part  of  order 
and  purpose  and  design  running 
through  all  creation?"  It  was  de- 
cided that  Bill,  the  minister,  would 
get  ready  to  lead  them  in  that  direc- 
tion when  opportunity  should  come. 
He  consulted  the  leader's  guide  for 
help.  The  very  next  day  while  on  a 
discovery  walk,  one  of  the  campers 
called  the  group  to  see  the  rings 
discernible  in  a  tree  stump.  "Let's 
sit  down  here,  kids,  and  talk  about 
those,"  Bill  suggested,  and  he  led 
them   to   think   of   the   evidence    of 


God's    plan    found    throughout    the 
universe.     Planned    teaching?     Yes, 
but  not  scheduled! 
The    camp    sile 

The  selection  of  a  site  for  the  day 
camp  is  important.  There  are  few 
communities  in  which  a  suitable  site 
could  not  be  located.  A  shelter  for 
rainy  days,  safe  drinking  water,  and 
toilet  facilities  are  requisites.  City 
or  state  parks,  a  farm,  a  rural  church 
with  woods  near  by,  are  possibilities 
to  be  explored. 
We  need  leaders  with  camping  skills 

Persons  in  our  churches  who  have 
done  camping  with  other  agencies 
may  serve  in  the  church  day  camp. 
Or  they  may  assist  in  the  training 
of  other  leaders.  Training  classes 
for  camp  leaders  sponsored  by  some 
agencies  are  open  to  church  leaders, 
also.  Effective  training  can  be  pro- 
vided through  pre-camp  meetings  of 
the  staff. 

An  increasing  amount  of  guidance 
material  for  day  camp  is  available. 
The  Handbook  of  Day  Camping  by 
Myrtle  Lyon  Jobe,  Association  Press, 
$3.00,  is  the  most  complete  guide. 
The  Day  Camp  Book  published  by 
Girl  Scouts  is  excellent.  Discoveries 
in  God's  World  by  Mildred  Grater, 
House  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, $1.00,  published  co-operatively 
by  the  denominations,  gives  sug- 
gestions for  program  content  and 
activities  for  camping  with  juniors. 

When  the  existing  program  of  the 
church  demands  so  much  of  time  and 
energy  and  leadership,  we  may  be 
tempted  to  push  camping  aside  as 
just  "qne  thing  too  much!"  Recog- 
nized as  a  new  way  for  boys  and 
girls  to  understand  God  and  his  plan 
for  his  children,  it  merits  our 
thoughtful  consideration. 


For  the  Librarian's  Eye 

Did  you  know  that  books  may  now 
be  ordered  from  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House  for  your  church  li- 
brary at  a  discount  of  twenty  per 
cent?  Shipping  charges  are  extra. 
Write  to  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  for  a  list  of  recom- 
mended books  by  the  title,  Sugges- 
tions for  Your  Church  Library. 

Does  your  library  need  a  spring 
tonic?  We  would  like  to  send  to 
you  a  folder  of  Church  Library 
Bulletins,  past  issues  that  we  have 
replaced  on  the  Loan  Library 
shelves  with  the  current  bulletins, 
but  which  contain  excellent  ideas. 
These  bulletins  will  be  sent  to  you 
free  by  writing  to  the  Christian 
Education  Commission. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


You  Shall  Receive  the  Gift 
or  the  Holy  Spirit        I 


John  Wm,  Detrick 

Peking,  China 

Representatives  who  met  at  Peking,  March  11  and  12,  to  plan  the 
organization  of  the  North  China  Church  of  the  Brethren 


LET  us  rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  is  with 
us  in  power!  We  are  living  in 
a  moment  of  great  historical  events. 
Political,  economic  and  social  stand- 
ards are  turning  flip-flops  and  we 
become  dizzy  with  the  inrush  of 
new  and  untried  ways  of  thinking 
and  living.  Much  of  our  time  and 
energy  is  consumed  in  heated  dis- 
cussions which  result  in  little  more 
than  injury  of  our  own  and  other 
personalities.  We  are  so  sure  of  the 
old  customs  and  traditional  thought- 
patterns  that  the  new  are  dangerous 
enemies,  regardless  of  their  inherent 
values.  Then  we  are  afraid — for 
ourselves. 

One  year  ago,  the  young  people 
of  Peking  were  fearful  and  hesitant 
regarding  the  future  of  their  re- 
ligious activities.  Many  saw  dark 
days  ahead  and  turned  to  other 
avenues  which  appeared  more  hope- 
ful. There  were  many  new  political, 
economic  and  social  groups  to  which 
one  could  give  his  physical,  intel- 
lectual and  spiritual  energies.  But 
there  were  many  who  had  had  a 
deep  religious  experience.  They 
were  sincere  and  had  taken  the  time 
and  opportunity  to  deepen  their 
religious  faith.  They  sought  out  the 
answers  to  the  staggering  questions 
that  seemed  to  topple  their  faith. 
They  persevered  until  those  ques- 
tions found  answers  which  gave 
their    faith     a    firmer    foundation. 


When  the  storms  raged  and  the 
winds  blew,  these  young  people, 
sometimes  without  intellectual  an- 
swers, found  their  faith  supporting 
them.  Thus  religion  became  a  living 
fact  which  opened  up  new  visions 
and  new  horizons.  Today  there  are 
three  youth  groups  in  Peking,  two 
in  the  city  and  one  at  Yenching  Uni- 
versity, which  feel  that  they  are 
the  Chinese  church  and  that  they 
will  be  able  to  carry  on  the  treasure 
of  the  Christian  faith,  come  what 
may. 

Every  Sunday  morning  a  group  of 
150  high  school  and  university 
students  meet  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Peking  Union  church  for  wor- 
ship and  fellowship.  At  other  times 
during    the    week    they    meet    for 


prayer  in  small  groups  at  various 
centers  throughout  the  city.  Prayer 
is  one  of  the  great  activities  of  the 
Christian  groups  in  China  today. 
The  attendance  is  increasing  for  the 
young  people  are  finding  something 
here  which  is  satisfying  and  abiding. 

Another  group  meets  in  the  same 
church  each  Sunday  afternoon.  It 
is  a  smaller  group  seeking  answers 
to  Christianity's  relationship  with 
political,  economic  and  social  ques- 
tions. The  personality  of  this  group 
is  entirely  different  from  that  of  the 
former,  but  it  is  also  bringing  these 
young  men  and  women  nearer  to 
Christ.  It  is  helping  them  to  solve 
immediate  problems  in  their  every- 
day affairs. 

Wherever    one    goes    among    the 


Brethren  who 
participated  in 
a  communion 
service  on 
March  12;  for 
some  it  was  the 
first  in  ten 
years 
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churches,  young  people  are  taking 
an  active  part.  Small  groups  are 
the  pattern,  but  there  are  many  of 
them  in  Peking.  Many  of  the  100 
persons  who  sang  The  Messiah  two 
nights  in  succession  during  the 
Christmas  season  were  young  people. 
This  musical  program  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  North  China  Chris- 
tian   Church    Federation    and    was 


heard  by  more  than  1,000  persons. 

But  there  are  other  manifestations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  among  us.  During 
Christmas  week,  the  Christians  of 
Paoting  (a  city  about  100  miles  south 
of  Peking),  where  there  has  been 
considerable  opposition,  met  for 
their  fall  conference.  One  hundred 
fifty  Christians  came  from  as  far  as 
180  li   (60  miles)   on  foot,  in  carts 


and  by  railroad.  From  the  beginning 
some  of  the  ministers  had  opposed 
the  meeting  as  a  dangerous  thing. 
Others  had  faith  and  went  forward 
in  the  power  of  prayer.  The  police 
had  promised  that  a  very  simple 
registration  would  be  required  but, 
when  the  people  arrived,  their  en- 
tire history  was  to  be  written  down. 
This  would  prevent  the  conference 
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I   MARRIED  A  MINISTER 


HER    HOBBIES 


Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman 


A  HOBBY  is  usually  denned  as 
"a  subject  or  occupation  which 
is  enjoyed  apart  from  one's 
regular  work."  This  is  how  the 
hobby  got  its  name.  In  the  glam- 
orous days  of  Merrie  England  when 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  the  father  of 
English  poetry,  was  writing  his 
magic  verse,  a  horse  was  often  called 
a  hobbyn,  and  as  time  moved  on  and 
the  language  was  improved,  this  was 
changed  to  hobby.  In  those  times 
they  gave  pageants  and  pantomimes, 
wearing  fancy  costumes  of  legendary 
characters;  there  was  always  one 
character  who  essayed  the  role  of 
the  "hobby  horse."  This  animule 
consisted  of  a  small  dummy  figure 
of  a  horse  which  was  fastened  on 
the  performer.  As  he  pranced 
around  he  was  apparently  riding  the 
horse,  but  in  reality,  the  horse  was 
riding  him.  From  these  antics  came 
the  colloquial  expression  of  "riding 
a  hobby,"  which  has  come  to  mean 
the  art  of  pursuing  some  object  with- 
out apparently  achieving  any  useful 
purpose.  However,  there  have  de- 
veloped profit-making  hobbies. 

First  and  foremost,  of  course  a 
hobby  should  be  fun,  something  you 
really  enjoy  doing;  sometimes  it 
turns  out  to  be  a  source  of  profit. 
Since   each   of   us   is   different   and 


has  different  interests  and  ideas; 
it  is  only  natural  that  each  of  us 
has  a  different  idea  of  what  kind 
of  a  hobby  is  the  most  fun. 

Why  should  you  have  a  hobby? 
The  trite  saying  that  "all  work  and 
no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy" 
states  the  case  for  the  hobby  in  a 
nutshell. 

The  hobby  clears  away  the  cob- 
webs of  the  brain  spun  by  the 
routine  work  you  are  doing;  this  in 
turn  relieves  to  a  large  extent  the 
strain  on  your  nervous  system,  with 
the  result  that  it  greatly  helps  to 
keep  you  physically  fit,  heads  off 
mental  depression,  gives  poise,  and 
makes  you  a  more  interesting  per- 
son. Frequently  physicians  prescribe 
hobbies  to  their  patients. 

There  are  three  general  kinds  of 
hobbies.  These  are  (1)  the  mental, 
or  those  that  require  the  exercise  of 
your  thinking  apparatus  only,  such 
as  solving  puzzles;  (2)  the  body  or 
physical  which  call  into  play  the  ac- 
tion of  your  muscles  such  as  walk- 
ing, climbing  and  hiking;  (3)  the 
combination  of  these  two  called 
"psycho-physical"  hobbies  in  which 
your  mind  and  hand  must  be  co- 
ordinated and  do  teamwork  like 
making  things  such  as  weaving. 
Making  things  with  the  hands  is  one 


of  the  most  soul-satisfying  experi- 
ences of  the  human  race  because  it 
helps  the  individual  to  put  into  con- 
crete form  his  own  feelings.  The 
"thinking  hand"  is  a  gift  of  God. 
Handicraft  has  its  healing  powers 
and  by  its  magic  it  can  transport  one 
from  a  troubled  world  to  a  new 
realm  of  enchantment  where  nature 
heals  in  her  own  subtle  ways.  Sir 
Richard  Watson  Gilder  once  said, 
"He  who  stirs  the  imagination  saves 
the  soul." 

Your  hobby  should  be  different 
from  the  work  you  do.  If  your  work 
is  chiefly  mental  a  hobby  which 
calls  for  physical  exercise  like 
gardening,  should  be  chosen.  If  your 
work  is  mainly  physical  some  men- 
tal hobby  is  the  best  kind  for  you. 

Your  hobby  should  strongly  ap- 
peal to  you,  be  suited  to  your  age, 
fit  in  with  the  time  you  can  give  it, 
be  adaptable  to  your  ability,  line  up 
with  your  pocketbook,  and  be  use- 
ful to  yourself  and  your  family. 

Whether  your  hobby  be  books, 
ceramics,  bells,  entertaining  or  any 
of  the  aforenamed  or  one  of  the 
many  hobbies  not  mentioned  here, 
it  should  give  you  delightful  ref- 
uge and  satisfaction  in  your  already 
varied  and  interesting  days  as  the 
wife  of  a  minister. 

Some  Helpful  References  on  Hobbies 

Ackley,  E.  F.,  "Marionettes" 
Allen,    A.    A.,    "The    Book    of    Bird 

Life" 
Baker,  R.  H,  "When  the  Stars  Come 

Out" 
Balzell,  M.  D.,  "101  Games  for  Boys 

and  Girls" 
Bang,      E.      E.,      "Leathercraft     for 

Amateurs" 

Continued  on  the  next  page 
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from  beginning  on  time.  A  special 
prayer  session  was  called  and  soon 
after  that  more  writers  were  added 
and  the  meeting  was  opened  on 
schedule.  The  government  hospital 
(on  the  same  compound  with  the 
church  hospital)  promised  to  vacate 
a  kitchen  in  order  that  food  might 
be  cooked  for  the  people.  When  the 
time  came  to  cook  the  food,  there 
was  no  available  place.  The  men 
quickly  set  up  an  outside  stove  and 
the  people  ate  in  the  windy  church- 
yard. Where  were  they  to  sleep? 
No  extra  space  was  available  and 
straw  was  placed  on  the  floors  of 
both  the  evangelist's  rooms  and  the 
church.  Everyone  found  place  to  lie 
on  the  floor.  It  was  said  that  the 
adversary  tried  his  best  to  hinder 
the  meeting  but  he  failed. 

The  meeting  itself  was  intensely 
spiritual.  Here  was  no  wasting  of 
time  with  the  affairs  of  the  world 
which  had  been  burdening  the 
Christians.  Here  was  companionship 
with  God  and  brothers  in  Christ. 
Here  was  the  eating  of  his  flesh  and 
the  drinking  of  his  blood  with  a 
revolutionary  effect  upon  the  lives 
of  faithful  men  and  women.  One 
deacon  confessed  he  had  not  entered 
a  church  for  the  past  ten  years  be- 
cause of  his  fear.  He  asked  the 
church's  forgiveness  and  promised  to 
be  faithful.  A  gatekeeper  confessed 
he  had  taken  250  catties  of  millet 
which  did  not  belong  to  him.  He 
said  he  was  ready  to  restore  this  and 
more.  The  church  restored  them  to 
fellowship.  Others,  too,  knew  again 
the  power  of  the  living  God.  These 
Christians  have  now  gone  back  to 
their  villages  where  life  is  hard.  But 
they  are  bearing  the  good  news,  the 
good  news  which  has  not  dried  up 
in  a  black-bound  Book,  but  lives  in 
men  and  women  of  faith. 

Do  you  believe  in  miracles?  This 
is  hard  for  sophisticated  people  who 
look  to  science  for  authority.  But 
China  is  witnessing  that  which  hap- 
pened so  long  ago  when  our  Lord 
was  among  us.  Let  me  tell  you  of 
just  one.  In  a  little  village  there 
were  only  four  Christians.  It  hap- 
pened that  in  this  village  was  a 
merchant  of  some  reputation.  One 
member  of  his  family  was  quite  ill 
and  the  doctors  announced  there  was 
no  hope.  The  loved  one  was  dying. 
The  little  band  of  Christians  heard 
the  news  and  agreed  to  pray  for 
this  sick  one.  They  prayed.  Within 
a  short  time  the  sick  member  of  the 
family  was  up,  living  as  usual.  It 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  mer- 
chant that  these  Christians  had 
prayed.    He   sought  out  their   com- 
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pany,  prayed  with  them  and  studied 
with  them.  Today  there  are  seven- 
teen Christians  in  that  village — the 
original  four,  the  merchant  and  his 
family.  We  can  believe  in  this 
miracle,  not  so  much  because  of 
what  happened  to  the  sick  person, 
but  because  of  its  result  in  changing 
thirteen  lives.  It  was  an  event  of 
religious  significance.  This  merchant 
soon  went  to  a  distant  town  to  sell 
his  wares.  When  he  returned  home, 
he  had  sold  practically  nothing. 
Why?  Because  he  had  stood  on  the 
streets  and  witnessed  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

Yes,  we  can  rejoice  and  be  ex- 
ceeding glad  for  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
among  us  in  power. 

Her  Hobbies 

Continued  from  page  23 

Brandt,  D.,   "Becoming  a  Writer" 
Chipman,   F.  W.,   "The  Romance  of 

Old  Sandwich  Glass" 
Coleman,  S.  N.,  "The  Book  of  Bells" 
Dexter,    G.    B.,    "Lure    of   Amateur 

Collecting" 
Eberlein    and    Ramsdell,    "Practical 

Book  of  Chinaware" 
Graham,    S.,    "The    Gentle    Art    of 

Tramping" 
Hall,  C.  A.,  "Romance  of  the  Patch- 
work Quilt  in  America" 
Harmes,  E.,  "Furniture  of  Yesterday 

and  Today" 
Irving,  R.  L.  G,   "The  Romance  of 

Mountaineering" 
Lawson,   A.,   "Homemade   Games" 
May  &  Petgen,  "Leisure  and  Its  Use" 
Mees,  C.  E.  K.,  "Photography"    . 
Nutting,  W.,  "The  Clock  Book" 
Reynolds,  H.  A.,  "Complete  Book  of 

Modern  Crafts" 
Robinson,  J.  A.,  "Dolls" 
Rogers,  J.  E.,  "Shell  Book" 
Stieri,  E.,  "Book  of  Indoor  Hobbies" 
Teall,  "Pleasures  of  Collecting" 

General 

Religious    News  .  .  . 

Reports  Upsurge  of  Denomincrtion- 
alism  Among  Europeans 

Co-operation  achieved  by  Protes- 
tants in  Europe  shortly  after  the 
war  is  being  reduced  by  a  new  up- 
surge of  denominationalism,  Dr.  J. 
Hutchison  Cockburn,  former  moder- 
ator of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  told 
a  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

He  said  that  serious  postwar  eco- 
nomic and  social  problems  had  driv- 
en European  churches  "to  a  certain 
measure  of  co-operation,"  which  was 
"in  no  sense  ecumenical." 

Now,    he    explained,    "the    recent 


tendency  has  been  towards  a  de- 
nominational approach  to  church 
work." 

Dr.  Leiper  listed  the  five  major 
opponents  of  the  ecumenical  move- 
ment as  follows: 

(1)  "The  nervous  conservatives 
who  take  fright  at  the  thought  that 
Christ  might  really  turn  the  world 
upside  down. 

(2)  "The  Moscow  patriarchate 
which  sees  the  fundamental  chal- 
lenge of  the  ecumenical  movement 
to  dictatorship,  the  police  state  and 
atheistic  Communism. 

(3)  "The  overeager  proponents  of 
immediate  merger  of  all  churches 
who  want  to  see  the  council  make 
itself  a  marriage  bureau  or  a 
matchmaker. 

(4)  "The  demagogic  fundamental- 
ists who  seek  to  disrupt  any  and 
all  church  movements  which  do  not 
conform  to  their  own  rigid  patterns 
of  doctrine. 

(5)  "And  the  incurable  denomina- 
tionalists  who  view  even  the  move- 
ments for  ecumenical  fellowship 
solely  from  the  point  of  view  of 
their  own  group  interests  narrowly 
conceived." 

Plan  Protestant-Catholic  Drive  for 
Religious  Christmas 

Plans  for  a  joint  Protestant-Roman 
Catholic  effort  next  year  to  stress 
the  religious  aspects  of  Christmas 
are  being  made  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 

"Our  plan  is  to  put  the  emphasis 
where  it  really  belongs  at  Christmas 
— on  the  religious  aspects,"  said  the 
Rev.  Alexander  S.  Carlson,  president 
of  the  Toledo  Council  of  Churches. 
While  no  official  action  has  been  tak- 
en as  yet  by  Catholic  leaders  on 
the  co-operative  move,  it  appears 
the  plan  will  be  approved  shortly. 

The  council's  board  of  directors 
passed  a  resolution  recommending 
that  the  plan  of  co-operation  be  ex- 
plored through  a  committee  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Catholic  lay- 
men's group.  It  is  hoped  to  have 
the  project  in  full  operation  by 
Christmas   1950. 

He  said  too  many  people  seemed 
to  think  of  Christmas  as  nothing 
but  a  "big  splurge"  of  gift  giving 
and  receiving,  followed  by  a  rush 
to  exchange  the  presents  the  next 
day. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Carlson  said  he 
planned  to  name  a  committee  of  six 
pastors,  representing  as  many  Prot- 
estant denominations,  to  complete 
details  of  the  co-operative  action. 
According  to  Mr.  Carlson,  the  move 
is  the  first  of  its  kind  ever  under- 
taken in  Ohio. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

They  Worked  in  Co-operation 

"We  have  a  little  money  in  the 
men's  work  treasury.  So  I  suggest 
that  we  ask  the  treasurer  to  write 
a  check  for  $100  for  the  Coats  Grove 
church.  They're  having  the  dedica- 
tion of  their  remodeled  church  next 
Sunday."  It  was  the  voice  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  men's  work  of  the  South 
Woodland  church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Michigan.  Our  neighboring  Church 
of  Christ  had  suffered  extensive 
damage  from  a  fire;  the  cost  of  re- 
building placed  a  heavy  obligation 
upon  the  congregation.  The  action 
of  the  men's  work  to  assist  this 
church  occurred  during  the  morning 
worship  hour  at  the  time  for  an- 
nouncements. It  was  the  new  min- 
ister's first  service  at  the  Woodland 
church;  the  action  was  so  sudden  and 
so  different  that  he  found  it  difficult 
to  gain  self-composure  before  time 
for  the  sermon.  He  had  heard  much 
about  the  need  for  interchurch  co- 
operation from  outstanding  leaders 
at  church  conventions  and  had  read 
about  it  in  books,  but  here  was  being 
dramatized  in  his  presence  the  thing 
that  farseeing  Christian  statesmen 
had  been  advocating.  Surely  this 
was  kingdom  news. 

It  started  about  six  years  ago 
when  some  of  the  men  of  South 
Woodland  began  to  think  about  the 
need  for  more  separate  classrooms 
ior  the  Sunday  school.  At  that  time 
it  was  necessary  for  a  number  of 
adult  classes  to  meet  in  the  main 
church  sanctuary.  Children's  classes 
met  in  the  basement  without  separa- 
tion, except  for  screens.  Why  could 
not  the  men  of  the  church  unite  on 
some  worthy  project  whereby  they 
could  earn  some  money  to  use  to 
help  remodel  the  church?  They  be- 
gan by  taking  jobs  husking  corn  by 
the  bushel.  Then  they  rented  a  farm. 

There  are  only  two  officers  in  the 
men's  work,  the  chairman  and  the 
secretary-treasurer.  The  original 
charter  of  the  organization  states 
that  no  officer  is  to  succeed  himself. 
The  chairman  of  the  organization 
looks  after  the  farm  management. 
When  work  needs  to  be  done,  such 
as  plowing,  fitting,  cultivating  or 
harvesting,  he,  in  conference  with 
the  men,  will  set  a  day,  and  all  who 
can  come  in  with  tractors,  plows, 
cultivators,  combines  or  whatever  is 
necessary  to  do  the  work.  In  this 
way  the  task  is  divided  among  a 
large  group  and  an  otherwise  large 
job  becomes  a  small  task.  Usually 
one-half  day  to  one  day  will  com- 


plete  a  given  job  with  time  to  spare. 
It  is  an  opportunity  to  exchange 
ideas,  to  compare  machines  (there 
were  seven  combines  at  work  on 
one  farm  one  afternoon  last  summer 
during  oats  harvest),  and  at  the 
same  time  to  fulfill  a  stewardship 
responsibility  and  to  have  a  sense 
of  working  for  the  Lord  in  a  special 
task.  The  farming  project  has  helped 
make  possible  partial  realization,  at 
least,  of  the  dream  for  a  better  ar- 
ranged church  building;  also  it 
brought  to  the  men  of  South  Wood- 
land an  opportunity  to  do  significant 
acts  of  service  because  of  their  or- 
ganized effort. 

The  men  also  assist  the  minister 
in  preparing  the  land  of  the  parson- 
age property  for  seeding,  and  other 
farming  tasks.   During  the  past  year 
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their  united  effort  has  helped  make 
possible  a  completely  remodeled 
church  basement  with  special  atten- 
tion given  to  adequate  heating,  chil- 
dren's classrooms,  a  large  fellow- 
ship room,  and  a  modern  kitchen. 

The  act  of  service  to  the  neighbor- 
ing church,  referred  to  in  the  begin- 
ning, is  not  an  isolated  instance.  The 
men  sponsored  a  father-son  banquet 
for  all  the  fathers  and  sons  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  church  last 
year.  They  worked  in  co-operation 
with  the  men  of  a  neighboring 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  to  assist  a 
brother  who  had  been  injured  in  an 
accident.  In  turn  the  men  of  the 
South  Brethren,  as  the  church  is 
known  in  the  community,  were  the 
guests  of  a  neighboring  E.U.B. 
church   for   a   brotherhood   meeting 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Being  a  Good  Parent.  James  L. 
Hymes,  Jr.  Bureau  of  Publications, 
Columbia  University,  1949.   60  cents. 

This  booklet  was  written  for  par- 
ents of  public  school  children,  and 
the  approach  is  secular.  The  basic 
principles  are  fine,  however,  and  ap- 
ply to  parents  of  church  school  chil- 
dren and  to  Christian  parents  in 
general.  Written  in  popular  style, 
the  book  lifts  up  the  importance  of 
the  home  as  a  permanent  influence 
on  child  personality  and  shows  how 
child  behavior  and  frustrations  are 
caused  or  resolved  by  attitudes  and 
actions  of  parents. — Dessie  R.  Miller. 

Discipline.  James  L.  Hymes,  Jr. 
Bureau  of  Publications,  Columbia 
University,  1949.   44  pages.   60  cents. 

A  modern  treatment  of  problems 
related  to  the  control  and  guidance 
of  children.  The  author  seems  to 
have  picked  the  areas  which  create 
the  most  concern  and  discusses  the 
usual  ways  of  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lems as  contrasted  to  ways  which 
achieve  the  results  desired.  The  dis- 
cussion shows  how  discipline  is  a 
part  of  living  and  is  related  to  the 
child's  basic  development  and  needs. 
— Dessie  R.  Miller. 


Understanding     Young     Children. 

Dorothy  W.  Baruch.  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lications, Columbia  University,  1949. 
51  pages.   60  cents. 

A  very  interesting  booklet  about 
young  children  which  will  help  both 
parents  and  teachers  grow  in  under- 
standing and  in  ways  of  guiding  the 
development  of  the  young  child.  It 
gives  sound  psychological  ideas  with- 
out being  heavy  reading.  It  will  help 
anyone  working  with  children  to  be 
more  sensitive  to  the  "whys"  of  their 
behavior. — Dessie  R.  Miller. 

Treasury   of   the   Christian   Faith. 

Stuber  &  Clark.  Association  Press, 
1949.  832  pages.  $5.00. 

A  very  rich  and  rare  collection  of 
very  choice  selections  which  present 
the  riches  of  the  Christian  faith. 
They  are  mostly  from  contemporary 
writings  covering  all  areas  of  the 
Christian  message,  beginning  with 
"Atonement"  and  following  through 
to  "Worship."  There  are  fifty  classi- 
fications in  all.  It  should  prove  in- 
valuable to  ministers  as  a  source 
for  illustrations  and  personal  enrich- 
ment.— Charles  E.  Zunkel. 
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last  spring.  Then,  too,  sometimes 
when  our  men  set  a  day  for  work 
men  of  other  denominations  will 
come  in  and  help. 

Perhaps  from  the  men  and  women 
of  the  church  will  come  the  spirit  of 
interchurch  co-operation,  not  in 
words,  but  in  deeds  of  actual  serv- 
ice. Then  the  evangelization  of  the 
world  can  go  forward  more  speedily 
and  not  be  hindered  by  petty  strife 
over  nonessentials. 

The  experience  of  men  working 
together  at  South  Woodland  is  only 
a  beginning,  but  it  suggests  other  op- 
portunities, such  as  settling  young 
couples  on  the  land  near  the  church, 
Credit  Unions,  bettering  father-son 
relationships  and  community  efforts 
of  all  kinds  for  the  realization  of 
Christian  brotherhood.  —  Glenn  J. 
Fruth,  pastor,  Woodland,  Mich. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Curiis-Zacharias.  —  Arthur  Curtis  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Evelyn  Zacharias  of 
Bradford,  Ohio,  in  the  Oakland  church 
parsonage,  March  25,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Moyne  Landis,  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 
DIbert-England. — Gerald  R.  Dibert  and 
Doris  Hershberger  England,  both  of  Bed- 
ford, Pa.,  Feb.  24,  1950,  at  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — Isaac  Ware- 
ham,  Everett,  Pa. 

Eckenrode-Crouse. — William  Eckenrode, 
Jr.,  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  and  Orpha  Crouse  of 
Myerstown,  Pa.,  at  the  bride's  home, 
March  18,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Con- 
way E.  Bennett,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Garber-Groff. — Joseph  B.  Garber  of  New 
Holland,  Pa.,  and  Amanda  Groff  of  Bare- 
ville,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — S.  Clyde  Weaver,  East  Pe- 
tersburg, Pa. 

Hardy-Mills. — Charles  C.  Hardy  and 
Thelma  P.  Mills,  both  of  Boones  Mill,  Va., 
April  3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Hershberger-Beach. — Charles  F.  Hersh- 
berger and  Mary  Dolores  Beach,  both  of 
New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  in  the  Koontz  church, 
Aug.  6,  1949,  by  the  undersigned. — Isaac 
Wareham,  Everett,  Pa. 

Keeler-Carr. — Byron  J.  Keeler  and  Phyl- 
lis Carr,  both  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents,  March  24,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  Andrew  Miller,  Mun- 
cie, Ind. 

Sanger-Lebo. — Robert  L.  Sanger  of  My- 
erstown, Pa.,  and  Stella  V.  Lebo  of  Leb- 
anon, Pa.,  March  18,  1950,  in  Lebanon,  Pa., 
by  the  undersigned. — Perry  H.  Sanger, 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Shuss-Creps. — Daniel  B.  Shuss  and  Ber- 
tha M.  Creps,  both  of  Everett,  Pa.,  in  the 
Snake  Spring  church,  Nov.  18,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned. — Isaac  Wareham,  Everett,  Pa. 
Sonafrank-Sioffer. — Floyd  Sonafrank  and 
Iraleen  Stoffer,  both  of  Peru,  Ind.,  March 
24,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— F.  M.  Hollenberg,  Peru,  Ind. 

Stone-Morgan. — Maurice  R.  Stone  and 
Barbara  Morgan  in  the  Portland  church, 
Oregon,  March  12,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— David  L.  Holl,  Portland,  Oregon. 
Veach-Riichey. — Marl  Randolph  Veach 
of  Bedford,  Pa.,  and  Dorothy  Jane 
Ritchey  of  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Aug.  21, 
1949,  at  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Isaac  Wareham,  Everett,  Pa. 

Walker-Guye. — Melvin  G.  Walker  of 
Penhook,  Va.,  and  Barbara  Jean  Guye  of 
Martinsville,  Va.,  Dec.  24,  1949,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — L.  A.  Bowman, 
Martinsville,  Va. 
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Mrs.  W.  D.  Reed 

Irene  Frances  Bowman  was  born  March 
16,  1871,  near  Floyd,  Va.,  and  died  Feb.  8, 
1950,  in  the  Brown  Memorial  Home,  near 
Abilene,  Kansas. 

In  1884  she  united  with 
the  Red  Oak  Grove 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 
In  1887  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  W.  D. 
Reed,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  in  1946.  They 
established  their  home 
on  a  farm  near  Pleasant 
Valley,  where  they  lived 
until  they  moved  to 
Nebraska  in  1905.  Later 
they  moved  to  Kansas, 
living  in  the  Ramona,  Abilene  and  Navarre 
communities.  Besides  her  husband,  three 
children,  Gladys,  Berniece  and  Percy,  also 
preceded  her  in  death. 

She  delighted  in  doing  things  for  others 
and  spent  many  hours  in  making  gifts  for 
her  friends  and  relatives. 

She  is  survived  by  the  following:  one 
stepson,  W.  H.  Reed  of  Bowen,  111.;  two 
daughters,  Virgie  Shockey  of  Wichita, 
Kansas,  and  Berna  Elliott  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  six  sons,  Roscoe  of  Navarre,  Kansas, 
Carl  of  Manitou,  Colo.,  John  M.  and  Earl 
V.,  both  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  Merle  and 
Mervin,  both  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  thirteen 
grandchildren;  eight  great-grandchildren; 
a  sister,  Mrs.  Alma  Spangler  of  Floyd,  Va.; 
four  brothers,  Willie  Bowman  of  Florida, 
Evert  and  Carl  Bowman,  both  of  California, 
and  Elbert  Bowman  of  Floyd,  Va. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Na- 
varre church  by  Bro.  Elmer  Dadisman, 
assisted  by  Rev.  G.  E.  Whistler.  Interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by.  —  Virgie 
Shockey,   Wichita,   Kansas. 

Dr.  John  Wesley  Fox 

John  W.  Fox,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
E.  Fox,  was  born  Jan.  19,  1895,  in  Shannon, 
111.    At  a  young  age  he  was  baptized  into 

the  Church 
of  the  Breth- 
r  en.  The 
family  soon 
moved  to  the 
West  Coast, 
where  his 
parents  pre- 
ceded him  in 
death. 

In  1915  he 
was  married 
to  Betty 
King  Fox. 
His  school- 
ing was  re- 
ceived at  La 
Verne  Col- 
lege, from 
which  he 
graduated  in 
1924.  He  de- 
cided to  work  for  the  railroads  and  was 
a  fireman  for  some  years.  He  was  inspired 
by  J.  B.  Emmert  to  be  a  missionary  doc- 
tor who  would  identify  himself  closely 
with  the  people  he  should  serve.  He  began 
his  medical  studies  and  received  his  M.D. 
from  the  College  of  Medical  Evangelists, 
Loma  Linda  and  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  in 
1929. 

The  same  year  he  and  his  wife  and  son, 
Dallas,  were  sent  as  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren missionaries  to  India.  For  six  years 
he  labored  in  the  Bulsar  mission  hospital. 
Then  to  carry  out  his  purpose  of  serving 
the  people  of  India  as  fully  as  he  knew 
how  he  opened  the  Dr.  Fox  medical  and 
surgical  hospital  in  Navsari.  It  was  his 
joy  to  spend  fifteen  years  in  service  among 
the  people  he  loved. 

The  anointing  service  was  held  one  day 
before  his  death  by  Clyde  Carter,  S.  Lilla- 
ji,  and  Dr.  Lloyd  Cunningham  of  the  mis- 
sion. He  died  on  the  morning  of  March 
21  in  his  own  hospital.  A  Christian  service 
led  by  the  writer  was  held  in  the  hospital 
for  the  many  friends  of  his  there  in  Nav- 
sari.   His  favorite   hymn.   Lord,   I   Would 


Own  Thy  Tender  Care,  was  sung  in  Guja- 
rati;  the  Scripture  readings  were  both  in 
English  and  Gujarati.  Prayers  were  of- 
fered by  all  religious  communities,  Parsi, 
Hindu,  Moslem  and  Christian.  His  life  had 
been  a  sermon  to  live  a  life  of  unselfish 
service. 

The  body  was  then  taken  to  Bulsar, 
where  an  all-night  vigil  was  held  in  the 
Bulsar  mission  chapel.  At  7:30  a.m.  the 
service  that  had  been  held  in  Navsari  was 
repeated  in  Bulsar.  This  and  the  graveside 
services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed. He  was  buried  in  the  Bulsar  Euro- 
pean Christian  cemetery,  where  most  of 
our  deceased  missionaries  are  at  rest.  He 
leaves  his  son,  Dallas  Fox,  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Esther  MacDonald,  of  Centralia,  Wash., 
and  a  brother,  Ira  Fox,  of  Chino,  Calif. — 
Clyde  L.  Carter,  Jalalpor,  India. 

Ausherman,  Jacob  Wingert,  died  at  his 
home  in  Springer,  N.  Mex„  March  13,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Miami,  N.  Mex.,  for  forty-three 
years  and  was  secretary  to  the  Farmers 
Development  Company  for  thirty  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  several  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Miami  church  by 
Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock.  Burial  was  in  the 
near-by  cemetery. — Mrs.  H.  M.  Coppock, 
Miami,  N.  Mex. 

Baker,  George  Albert,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Eudora  Baker,  was  born  in  Whitley  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  April  18,  1887,  and  died  Feb.  20, 
1950.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Bol- 
linger on  Feb.  19,  1916,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  four  children.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  two  daughters,  five  grandchil- 
dren, one  brother  and  two  sisters.  On  Aug. 
31,  1913,  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  On  May  25,  1918,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  Sugar  Creek 
church.  While  living  in  South  Whitley  he 
served  as  a  deacon,  a  member  of  the  offi- 
cial board  and  was  a  teacher  of  the  Bible 
class  for  several  years. — Mrs.  Rachel  Auk- 
er,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Baker,  James  Irvin,  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  Crawford  Baker,  was  born  at  New 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  Jan.  24,  1873,  and  died  at 
his  home.  His  wife,  Irene  Bingham  Baker, 
died  in  1943.  He  is  survived  by  three 
daughters,  one  son,  nine  grandchildren, 
three  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Koontz  church,  where  fu- 
neral services  were  held  by  Brethren  D.  I. 
Pepple  and  Edgar  Detwiler.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Pearle  Fluke,  Waterside,  Pa. 

Baker,  John  Dale,  son  of  Maurice  and 
Carrie  Beach  Baker,  was  born  Jan.  10, 
1911,  and  died  at  the  Nason  hospital  in 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1949.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Florence  Eliza- 
beth Knisely  on  Oct.  3,  1942.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  four  children,  his  par- 
ents and  one  sister.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Koontz  church,  where  funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  Pearle 
Fluke,  Waterside,  Pa. 

Baughman.  William  A.,  son  of  Henrj 
and  Mary  Miller  Baughman,  died  in  th« 
Memorial  hospital  in  Cumberland,  Md. 
Dec.  30,  1949,  at  the  age  of  seventy-fivt 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  oi 
the  Brethren  and  a  deacon  in  the  Geigei 
charge.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mars 
Saylor  Baughman,  three  daughters,  on«i 
son,  two  sisters,  two  brothers  and  su 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  helt 
in  the  Geiger  church  by  Brethren  Galei 
and  Kenneth  Blough.  Interment  was  in  thi 
Weller  cemetery  near  Somerset. — Willan 
Blough,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Bowser,  Mary  Farence,  widow  of  Elde: 
Daniel  Bowser,  died  March  12,  1950,  at  thi 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  She  is  sur 
vived  by  one  daughter,  three  sons,  sevei 
grandchildren  and  eleven  great-grandchil 
dren.  She  was  a  long-time  member  of  tb 
First  church  in  York,  Pa.  Funeral  serv 
ices  were  held  by  her  pastor,  the  under 
signed,  at  the  Koller  funeral  home  in  Wes 
York,  Pa.  Interment  was  in  the  Mummert 
church  cemetery  in  Adams  County. — Ber 
nard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Clark,  Henry  H.,  son  of  Amanda  an 
William  Clark,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1985,  i 
Chase   County,   Nebr.,   and   died   Feb.   2i 


1950,  in  Modesto,  Calif.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  On  Feb.  28.  1926,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Pansy  Morris  at 
Rocky  Ford,  Colo.  In  1939  his  wife  died. 
He  is  survived  by  his  mother,  two  sisters 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  Modesto,  Calif.,  by  the  writer.  In- 
terment was  in  a  Modesto  cemetery. — F.  E. 
Miller,  Waterford,  CaUf. 

Corn,  Nelson  Eugene,  son  of  Albert  B. 
and  Jenny  Corn,  was  born  at  Westphalia, 
Kansas,  Dec.  25,  1919,  and  died  March  19, 
1950.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age.  He  is 
survived  by  his  mother,  two  brothers  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
his  pastor,  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock. — X.  L.  Cop- 
pock,  Independence,  Kansas. 

Gauby,  Mable  Mae  Marker,  was  born  in 
Ozawkie,  Kansas,  Nov.  28,  1894,  and  died 
March  7,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty-one 
years.  While  attending  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  she  served  in  both  the  Hastings 
Street  and  Douglas  Park  missions.  She 
was  a  graduate  of  the  music  department  of 
McPherson  College.  In  1924  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Harvey  Gauby,  a  deacon  in  the 
church,  and  faithfully  shared  in  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  through  the  years.  She 
was  also  serving  as  church  clerk  and  pi- 
anist at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  daughters,  one 
son  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Church  of  God  by  Bro. 
H.  M.  Landis,  assisted  by  Rev.  H.  F.  Reist. 
Interment  was  in  the  Falfurrias  burial 
park. — Mrs.  H.  M.  Landis,  Falfurrias, 
Texas. 

Hariman,  Jacob  Edwin,  was  born  at 
Rouzerville,  Pa.,  Sept.  26,  1868,  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1950,  at  his  home  near  Waynesboro, 
Pa.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Antietam 
congregation  for  over  sixty  years.  He  and 
Sister  Hartman  recently  celebrated  their 
fifty-eighth  wedding  anniversary.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  six  children,  twenty- 
five  grandchildren  and  twenty-two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Prices  church  by  Brethren  Milton 
Hershey  and  Carroll  Valentine.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Eleanor 
C.  Hoffman,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Hinton,  Martha,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  Harader  Johnston,  was  born  in 
Indiana  June  30,  1868,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
March  21,  1950.  On  Jan.  30,  1889,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Samuel  E.  Hinton, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  nine  children. 
Her  husband  passed  away  Feb.  20,  1927. 
She  is  survived  by  seven  children,  six 
brothers,  one  sister,  twenty-two  grand- 
children and  fourteen  great-grandchildren. 
As  a  young  woman  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  For  many  years 
she  was  unable  to  attend  her  church  be- 
cause of  distance  so  she  became  an  asso- 
ciate member  of  the  Methodist  church  of 
Corning.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  T. 
White,  in  the  Boyd  Roland  Company  fu- 
neral home  at  Corning,  Iowa.  Interment 
was  in  the  Walnut  Grove  cemetery. — Oli- 
ver Davison,  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 

Hoffman,  Hattie  Trimmer,  widow  of  Har- 
ry J.  Hoffman,  died  Jan.  18,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  daughters,  three  sons,  seven 
grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren 
and  several  sisters  and  brothers.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  First  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  her  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned, at  the  Anstine  funeral  home. 
Interment  was  in  the  Bermudian  church 
cemetery.— Bernard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Kindell,  Howard  H.,  son  of  Edward  H. 
and  Minerva  Jones  Kindell,  was  born  at 
Tipp  City,  Ohio,  Dec.  24,  1901,  and  died 
Feb.  21,  1950,  at  the  Jackson  Lake  hospital. 
He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  son,  one  daughter, 
his  mother,  four  brothers  and  three  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  by  Rev. 
George  Borg,  pastor  of  the  Evangelical 
Free  church  of  Richmond,  Calif.,  at  the 
Kratzer  chapel,  and  interment  was  in  the 
Evergreen  cemetery  at  Oakland,  Calif.— 
Mrs.  Minerva  Foster.  Oakland,  Calif. 


Melhorn,  Jacob,  husband  of  Agnes 
Laughman  Melhorn,  died  Dec.  30,  1949,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  three  daughters,  two 
sons,  five  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. He  was  a  member  of  the 
First  church,  York,  Pa.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Creep  funeral  home  by 
the  undersigned,  his  pastor.  Interment 
was  in  the  Shiloh  cemetery. — Bernard  N. 
King,   York,   Pa. 

Parlch,  Harry,  son  of  A.  H.  and  Anna 
Ballard  Partch,  was  born  in  Kansas,  April 
24,  1889,  and  died  March  11,  1950,  at  the 
Valley  Memorial  hospital  in  Sunnyside, 
Wash.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ruby 
Partch,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  an  early  age  and  served  as  a  deacon 
for  many  years.  He  pioneered  the  building 
of  the  Outlook  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Outlook  church  by  Bro. 
B.  J.  Fike.  Burial  was  in  the  Outlook 
cemetery. — Dora  Shockley,  Outlook,  Wash. 

Redner,  William  Franklin,  was  born  in 
Harrison  Valley,  Pa.,  June  2,  1883,  and 
died  March  19,  1950.  On  Aug.  9,  1909,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Nina  Smith. 
They  both  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1915.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  four  sons,  one  sister,  three  brothers 
and  seven  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  Grand  Rapids  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Wyoming  Township 
cemetery.  —  R.  C.  Wenger,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Ryman,  Emma  Loretta,  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Charity  Furrow  Ryman,  was 
born  July  31,  1874,  and  died  Feb.  3,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  several  nephews  and 
nieces.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Don- 
nels  Creek  church  early  in  life.  At  the 
time  of  her  death  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Brethren  Home  at  Greenville.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Donnels  Creek 
church  by  Bro.  Robert  L.  Sherfy,  assisted 
by  Bro.  J.  B.  Gump.  Burial  was  in  the 
Myers  cemetery. — J.  B.  Gump,  New  Car- 
lisle, Ohio. 

Sager,  Gertrude  A.,  widow  of  Roland  J. 
Sager,  was  born  July  30,  1877,  and  died  in 
the  J.  C.  Blair  Memorial  hospital  at  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  March  3,  1950.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  thirteen  years  ago. 
She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two  daugh- 
ters and  twelve  grandchildren.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Spring  Run  church.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Booth  fu- 
neral home  in  McVeytown  by  Brethren 
Lawrence  Ruble  and  Henry  Esbensen.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Spring  Run  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  L.  G.  Dunmire,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Simmons,  James  H.,  was  born  May  9, 
1869,  and  died  March  9,  1950.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Maggie  Botkin  on  Nov.  24,  1909, 
and  to  this  union  was  born  one  son.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  several  years.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  one  son,  one  grandson,  three  half 
brothers  and  two  half  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Crummett  Run 
church  by  his  former  pastor,  Bro.  I.  L. 
Bennett.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery 
near  by. — Mrs.  Kennie  Bodkin,  Sugar 
Grove,  W.  Va. 

Smith,  Merrill  Laurean,  eight-month-old 
son  of  Laurean  and  Janet  Benedict  Smith, 
died  Feb.  5,  1950,  at  his  home  near  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
one  sister,  his  maternal  grandparents  and 
his  paternal  grandmother.  His  funeral 
was  held  at  the  Prices  church  by  Bro.  W. 
Hartman  Rice. — Mrs.  K.  Mildred  McClain, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Smith,  Rufus  Ellsworth,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Mary  Smith,  was  born  July  2,  1881,  at 
Smithsburg,  Md.,  and  died  at  his  home 
Jan.  5,  1950.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Rouzerville  church  for  almost  forty- 
five  years.  On  Dec.  24,  1901,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Eigenbrode.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons,  two  daugh- 
ters and  six  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Rouzerville  church 
by  Elder  M.  C.  Valentine  and  Rev.  C.  S. 
Zimmerman  of  the  First  Brethren  church 
of  Waynesboro,  Pa. — Mrs.  K.  Mildred  Mc- 
Clain, Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Snowberger,  Simon  C,  son  of  Andrew 
and    Martha    Callinger    Snowberger,    was 
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born  Feb.  28,  1867,  in  Snake  Spring  Valley, 
near  Everett,  Pa.,  and  died  March  10,  1950, 
at  his  home  in  Sedalia,  Ind.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Delia  Jordan,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  children.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  forty  years 
ago  and  had  been  a  member  of  the  Ross- 
ville  church  for  many  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  sister  and  three 
half  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  his  pastor,  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine,  and  inter- 
ment was  in  the  Rossville  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Vernie  Jackson,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Taylor,  Delia,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Rebecca  Horner,  was  born  in  Grant 
County.  Ind.,  April  20,  1873,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Davison, 
Mich.,  March  18,  1950.  On  Oct.  15,  1889,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Isaiah  M.  John- 
son, who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1924, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren. On  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1927  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Andrew  W. 
Taylor  of  Harlan,  Mich.,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  in  August  1938.  She  is  survived 
by  one  brother,  five  children,  twenty- 
three  grandchildren,  twenty-three  great- 
grandchildren and  three  stepchildren.  In 
early  life  she  became  a  member  of  the 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  the  Lake- 
view  pastor,  Bro.  H.  H.  Helman. — Clifford 
Leckrone,  Brethren,  Mich. 

Trostle,  Harvey  C,  son  of  John  and  Lu- 
cinda  Trostle,  died  at  his  home  in  Dills- 
burg,  Pa.,  Feb.  7,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Upper 
Conewago  congregation  for  many  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ella  M.  Trostle, 
four  daughters,  two  sons,  five  sisters  and 
three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Mummerts  meetinghouse  by 
Elder  J.  Monroe  Danner.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Frances  E. 
Shaffer,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Tschaniz,  Annie,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sara  Huffnagle  Biever,  was  born  in 
East  Hanover  Township,  Pa.,  Feb.  9,  1862, 
and  died  Jan.  21,  1950,  at  the  Neffsville 
Brethren  Home  in  Neffsville,  Pa.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Palmyra  church  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death  was  a  guest  at  the 
Neffsville  home.  In  1912  she  was  married 
to  Albert  Tschantz,  who  is  also  a  guest  at 
the  home.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  one  brother.  Services  were  held  at  the 
home  by  Elder  Henry  Hess,  and  in  the 
Palmyra  church  by  the  pastor,  Elder  F. 
S.  Carper.  Interment  was  in  the  Spring 
Creek  cemetery  in  Hershey,  Pa. — R.  B. 
Heisey,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Turbin,  Stella,  daughter  of  James  and 
Laura  Hines,  died  March  26,  1950.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  many  years.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  James  Turbin,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Interment  was  in  the 
Queens  Point  cemetery  near  Keyser,  W. 
Va.— I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Whitmer,  David  W.,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Ruth  Armentrout  Whitmer,  was  born 
near  Greenmount,  Va.,  Oct.  21,  1867,  and 
died  Jan.  25,  1950.  In  November  1894  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Alice  Martz,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  seven  sons  and 
four  daughters.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  seven  sons,  four  daughters,  one 
brother,  one  sister,  thirty-three  grandchil- 
dren and  eight  great-grandchildren.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  his  youth.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Bethel  church  by  his  former  pastor, 
S.  D.  Lindsay,  assisted  by  Brethren  W.  A. 
Myers,  Jesse  R.  Robertson  and  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Bethel  ceme- 
tery.— C.  E.  Nair,  Broadway,  Va. 
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California 
Reedley. — The  churches  of  Reedley  ob- 
served the  World  Day  of  Prayer  on  Feb. 
24  in  our  church  with  Mrs.  Henry  Erick- 
son,  returned  missionary  to  the  Belgium 
Congo,  as  the  speaker.  Our  women's  work 
has  been  quite  busy  during  the  winter 
months.  They  heve  helped  several  needy 
families  with  clothing  and  bedding.  The 
district  women's  cabinet  of  Northern  Cali- 
fornia will  visit  us  on  March  16.  Bro.  Har- 
old Fasnacht,  president  of  La  Verne  Col- 
lege, will  be  our  guest  speaker  on  March 
19.  Our  church  council  met  on  March  13. 
We  hired  our  present  pastor,  Bro.  Joe  E. 
Campbell,  for  another  year.  Bro.  Merlin 
Clark  stopped  with  us  on  his  way  home 
from  the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne 
and  spoke  for  us  both  morning  and  eve- 
ning of  Feb.  26.  Our  Sunday  school  is 
growing.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
city-wide  revival  meetings  beginning  April 
16  under  the  direction  of  Bob  Jones. — 
Mrs.  Fannie  McCahill,   Reedley,   Calif. 

Florida 

Tampa. — Watch  night  was  observed  on 
New  Year's  Eve  at  the  church.  On  New 
Year's  Day  Brother  and  Sister  Leather- 
man,  Brotherhood  evangelists,  were  our 
guests  and  Bro.  Leatherman  brought  us 
a  very  appropriate  New  Year's  message. 
The  third  Friday  of  the  month  is  the  reg- 
ular time  for  our  men's  and  women's 
work  meeting.  On  the  occasion  of  Bro. 
Crist's  seventieth  birthday,  the  women 
prepared  a  surprise  birthday  party  for  him 
after  the  business  meeting.  On  Feb.  5  Bro. 
Bowers  of  Winter  Park  preached  at  the 
morning  service.  After  the  service, 
Brother  and  Sister  Dwight  Werking  were 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  Several  tourists 
were  our  guests  at  the  morning  services 
during  January,  February  and  March.  On 
Feb.  16  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  of  Bridge- 
water  College  delivered  a  message  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  college.  Brother 
and  Sister  Canfield,  who  were  vacationing 
in  Florida,  held  the  revival  postponed  by 
the  illness  of  Bro.  Harold  Myers  of  Elk- 
hart, Ind.  As  a  result,  three  persons  con- 
fessed Christ  and  two  of  them  were  bap- 
tized on  March  15.  The  foundation  for  the 
educational  building  was  laid  on  Feb.  25. 
On  March  4  eight  men,  including  the  evan- 
gelist, began  the  work.  The  Dorcas  So- 
ciety prepared  the  dinner  for  the  workers. 
This  is  being  repeated  on  Saturdays  as 
funds  are  available. — Alice  M.  Graybill, 
Tampa,  Fla. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — The  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  on  March  7  with  Elder  Dewey 
Cave  presiding.  One  letter  was  granted. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe,  was 
chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Our  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  at  the  church.  The  young  people  pre- 
sented the  play,  No  Room  in  the  Hotel. 
On  Jan.  1  the  CBYF  of  the  Woodland 
church  presented  the  play,  The  Tinker, 
at  our  church.  A  school  of  missions  on 
India  was  held  the  last  four  Sundays  of 
January.  During  the  month  of  January 
the  pictures,  India  Mission  and  Shepherd 
of  India,  were  shown.  Our  church  de- 
cided to  resettle  a  DP  family.  The  fam- 
ily is  comfortably  settled  in  a  house  which 
the  church  rented  and  furnished.  The 
Homebuilders  have  planned  a  series  of 
family  nights  at  the  church  and  the  first 
one  was  held  on  Feb.  10.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  been  busy  sewing  and  quilting.  The 
film,  And  Now  I  See,  was  shown  on  Feb. 
19. — Lizzie  Wherley,  Browning,  111. 

Lanark. — We  decided  to  sponsor  a  75% 
Messenger  club.  The  community  church 
council  has  been  revived  with  Joe  Piesen, 
Florence  Carpenter  and  Robert  Brantner 
as  our  representatives.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Walter  Bowman,  was  elected  president.  As 
a  result  of  this,  a  religious  survey  of  Lan- 
ark and  community  was  launched  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  February.  Plans 
were  also  made  to  conduct  a  community 


training  school  for  church-school  teachers. 
Our  Achievement  Offering  amounted  to 
$171.88.  Fifty  dollars  of  this  was  given  by 
the  missionary  society.  The  women  col- 
lected and  sewed  garments  for  friends  of 
our  pastor  and  his  wife  in  Carrara,  Italy. 
Nine  boxes  were  sent.  The  men  of  the 
church  presented  a  series  of  Sunday  eve- 
ning meetings  in  January  on  race  rela- 
tions. On  Jan.  8  Mr.  Winston  McReyn- 
olds,  a  Negro  of  Dixon,  led  our  thinking. 
His  wife  and  three  other  Negro  friends 
accompanied  him.  On  the  evening  of  Jan. 
15  a  new  film,  Prejudice,  was  shown.  M. 
Evan  Long  presented  the  work  of  the  Tem- 
perance League  of  Illinois  at  the  Sunday 
morning  service  on  Jan.  29.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Jan.  29  our  pastor,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  some  of  the  members,  spoke  con- 
cerning his  two  years'  work  for  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission  in  Italy.  A  school 
of  missions  was  planned  for  the  February 
Sunday  evening  meetings.  Bro.  John 
Heckman  of  Polo  spoke  to  us  concerning 
the  work  of  our  mission  in  Africa  on  Feb. 
5.  Mrs.  Clara  K'an,  who  is  studying  at 
Bethany,  and  her  son  were  with  us  on  Feb. 
12.  Bro.  D.  J.  Lichty,  a  veteran  of  forty 
years  of  mission  work  in  India,  gave  us  a 
very  interesting  message  on  Feb.  26.  The 
■  church  has  decided  to  secure  a  DP  family; 
so  the  evening  service  on  Feb.  19  was  on 
the  subject,  Why  Is  It  Hard  to  Understand 
Foreign  People?  We  took  part  in  the 
community  World  Day  of  Prayer  service 
at  the  Lutheran  church  on  Feb.  24.  On 
March  12,  the  one-act  play,  A-leadin',  was 
presented  by  five  young  ladies  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Besse  Bowers. — Mrs.  Vir- 
gil Royer,  Lanark,  111. 

Panther  Creek. — On  March  5  our  church 
met  in  council  with  Elder  J.  E.  Small  pre- 
siding. We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast 
the  first  Sunday  evening  in  May.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Ira  Hiatt,  was  chosen  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  We  decided  to 
give  the  offering  on  the  last  Sunday  of 
each  month  to  Brethren  Service.  Bro. 
Hiatt  and  Bro.  Small  will  be  our  delegates 
to  district  meeting.  The  women  are  busy 
quilting    each    week    and    have    started    a 


building  fund  to  repair  the  church.  We 
are  planning  to  have  a  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  with  a  guest  speaker.  Several 
persons  are  planning  to  attend  the  spring 
rally  at  Decatur  on  March  18. — Mrs.  J.  E; 
Small,  Roanoke,  111. 

Indiana 

Auburn. — We  met  in  council  on  Feb.  7 
with  Elder  Arlo  Gump  presiding.  At  this 
meeting  we  gave  a  pastoral  call  to  Sister 
Opal  Pence.  Sister  Goldie  Killion  will  be 
with  us  for  our  revival  meetings  on  April 
2-9.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  making  band- 
ages for  the  people  in  Africa  and  com- 
forters and  baby  clothes  for  relief.  They 
have  also  sent  used  clothing  for  relief. 
Our  spring  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
April  10. — Ilene  Balliet,  Auburn,  Ind. 

Bethany. — Bro.  John  Weaver  of  Ohio 
held  a  week's  meeting  for  us  and  six  per- 
sons were  baptized  and  two  reclaimed. 
Sister  Nettie  Senger  was  with  us  in  morn- 
ing and  evening  services  in  February.  She 
served  a  Chinese  meal  in  the  evening  be- 
fore showing  her  pictures.  The  men  have 
held  several  workdays  for  remodeling  the 
church.  The  women  have  been  doing  aid 
work.  They  are  planning  to  hold  a  family 
night  in  the  near  future  with  a  comforter 
knotting  for  relief.  Our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference  is  Bro.  Jesse  Eisenhour. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  May  6.  On 
the  evening  of  March  12  Marbo  Etzler,  a 
German  student  at  Milford,  gave  a  talk 
on  the  religions  of  Germany.  On  March 
19  there  is  to  be  a  gathering  at  Bethany  of 
the  DPs  of  Northern  Indiana  for  an  all- 
day  meeting. — Mrs.  Bertha  B.  Weybright, 
Syracuse,  Ind. 

Cart  Creek. — We  held  our  regular  busi- 
ness meeting  on  March  12  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Emma  Winger  with  Elder  Ralph 
Huffman  presiding.  Community  meetings 
have  been  held  the  first  Sunday  evening 
of  each  month,  at  which  time  the  neigh- 
boring churches  participate  in  special 
song  and  music  and  a  minister  from  one  of 
the  neighboring  churches  delivers  the  eve- 
ning message.  Brethren  John  Cook,  Rob- 
ert   Smith    and    Norman    Kendall    were 
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elected  as  deacons.  Sister  Esther  Winger 
will  serve  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference and  Sister  Lenora  Cook  and  La- 
vonna  Kendall  as  our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting.  Our  aid  society  meets  once 
a  month  and  continues  to  work  on  ready- 
cut  garments  for  relief  work.  At  our 
last  meeting  several  dozen  diapers  were 
collected  for  the  needy  in  Germany.  On 
the  evening  of  April  2,  Brother  and  Sister 
Lawrence  Shultz  of  North  Manchester  will 
bring  us  a  message  about  their  trip  to 
Europe. — Mrs.  Mabel  E.  Winger,  Swayzee, 
Ind. 

Libert?  Mills. — At  our  recent  council 
meeting  our  pastor,  Bro.  Howard  J.  Krei- 
der,  was  selected  as  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference.  Mrs.  Virgil  Sites  was 
elected  as  our  delegate  to  the  music  con- 
ference preceding  Annual  Conference.  The 
district  ministerial  board  and  elders'  body 
approved  the  ordination  of  Bro.  Paul 
Leckrone  to  the  ministry.  Bro.  Arden 
Morris  was  relicensed  to  the  ministry.  Un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  missionary  com- 
mittee, the  film,  Beyond  Our  Own,  was 
shown  on  Feb.  8.  On  Feb.  12  a  special 
service  was  conducted  by  Brethren  How- 
ard Kreider  and  A.  F.  Morris  in  honor  of 
the  golden  wedding  anniversary  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael  and  the  silver 
wedding  anniversary  of  their  daughter 
and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loren  Chad- 
wick,  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  who  were  also 
present.  Our  pre-Easter  services  will  be 
conducted  by  our  pastor.  A  three-hour 
union  Good  Friday  service  will  be  held 
by  both  the  churches  of  our  village.  Our 
annual  spring  communion  will  be  held  on 
May  27  with  a  fellowship  breakfast  on 
Sunday  morning.  Seven  letters  of  mem- 
bership have  been  received  and  two 
granted  recently.  Our  vacation  Bible 
school  will  be  held  in  co-operation  with 
the  E.U.B.  church  May  29— June  12.— Liz- 
zie Heeter,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Spring  Creek. — Four  persons  have  re- 
cently been  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Our  church  sent  three  heifers  to 
Germany  in  January.  Bro.  Lorainne  War- 
ner accompanied  them  and  on  the  eve- 
ning of  March  5  he  gave  an  interesting 
talk  and  showed  pictures  of  the  trip. 
Plans  are  being  made  to  co-operate  with 
the  other  churches  in  a  vacation  Bible 
school  this  summer.  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis 
will  be  with  us  for  pre-Easter  services. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  the  observance 
of  Mother's  Day.  Two  of  our  older  mem- 
bers, Sisters  Nancy  Hardman  and  Leona 
Slater,  were  recently  called  by  death. 
Our  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting  is  Ada 
Stumpff.    Bro.  Arthur  Morris  preached  for 
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us  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  29  and  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Kintner  preached  on  Feb.  5  in 
the  absence  of  our  pastor,  who  was 
holding  evangelistic  meetings  at  Fostoria, 
Ohio.  The  Altruistic  class  had  charge  of 
the  evening  service  on  Feb.  5,  showing 
the  film,  And  Now  I  See.  On  the  evening 
of  Feb.  12  a  music  program,  presented  by 
the  men  of  the  five  participating  churches, 
climaxed  a  series  of  union  services  which 
were  held  in  our  church.  The  World  Day 
of  Prayer  was  observed  at  the  Packerton 
E.U.B.  church  on  Feb.  24.  Because  of 
the  weather  conditions,  only  a  few  of  our 
folks  were  able  to  attend.  We  now  have 
two  DP's  working  with  two  of  our  church 
families.  The  aid  society  continues  to 
work  on  relief  garments.  A  committee 
from  our  aid  society  is  co-operating  with 
the  trustees  to  finish  the  kitchen  in  our 
basement. — Mrs.  Ada  Stumpff,  South 
Whitley,  Ind. 

Iowa 
Ottumwa. — On    the    evening    of    Jan.    26 
Bro.  A.  Wayne  Carr  of  Libertyville  led  our 
congregation    in    an    old-fashioned    hymn 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June    13-18,    Grand    Rapids, 
Mich. 

Love   Feasts 
Illinois 

May    7,    7:30    pm,    Panther 
Creek. 

May  13,  Allison  Prairie. 
Indiana 

May  6,  Bethany. 

May  7,   Pleasant  Hill. 

May  7,  7:30  pm,  Muncie. 

May    11,    7:45    pm,    Pleasant 
Valley. 

May  13,  Windfall. 

May  13,  7:30  pm,  Blue  Riv- 
er. 

May  20,  Rossville. 

May   20,    8   pm,    Upper   Fall 
Creek. 

May  27,  Liberty  Mills. 

May  27,  8  pm,  New  Salem. 
Maryland 

May  6,   7  pm,   Stone   Ridge. 

May     7,     6:30     pm.     Rocky 
Ridge. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Edgewood. 

May  13,  2:30  pm,  Broadford- 
ing. 

May    13,    5:30    pm,    Browns- 
ville. 

May  14,  Locust  Grove. 

May       21,       Peachblossom, 
Fairview. 


New    York 

May  7,  Brooklyn,  First. 
Ohio 

May  7,   7   pm,   Center. 

May    20,    7:30    pm,    Middle 
District. 

June  3,  Bear  Creek. 
Oklahoma 

May  7,  7:30  pm,  Big  Creek. 
Pennsylvania 

May  6,  2  pm,  Conewago. 

May  6,   7,   2   pm,   Bachman- 
ville. 

May  7,  Altoona,  First. 

May  7,  Green  Tree. 

May     7,     2:30     pm,     Marsh 
Creek. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

May  7,   6  pm,   Lititz. 

May  7,  6  pm,  Reading. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  Carlisle. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  New  Enter- 
prise. 

May  7,  6:30  pm,  Woodbury, 
Replogle. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Allentown. 

May  7,   7   pm,   Philadelphia, 
Germantown. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Pike. 

May     7,      7     pm,      Roaring 
Spring. 

May  7,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 

May   7,   7   pm,   York,   Madi- 
son Avenue. 


May  7,  7:15  pm,   Smithfield. 

May  13,  1:30  pm,  Richland. 

May  13,  7  pm.  Pine  Glen. 

May   13,   14,   Little   Swatara. 

May  13,  14,  2:30  pm,  Mid- 
way. 

May  14,   Snake  Spring. 

May  14,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove, 
Kemper. 

May  17,  18,  10  am,  West 
Greentree,  Rheems. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  White 
Oak,   Graybill. 

May  20,  10  am,  Big  Swa- 
tara, Hanoverdale. 

May  20,  2  pm,  BarevUle. 

May  20,  21,  10  am,  Schuyl- 
kill, Big  Dam. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Back 
Creek,  Brandt  house. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
berg. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Meyer. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Spring- 
ville,   Mohler. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,   Mummerts. 

May  21,  Carson  Valley. 

May  21,  Salunga. 

May  21,  2  pm,  Maiden 
Creek. 

May  21,  7  pm,  Raven  Run. 

May  24,  25,  10  am,  West 
Conestoga,  Middle  Creek. 


sing.  This  service  commemorated  the  first 
Sunday  service  held  by  the  Brethren  in 
Ottumwa  fifty  years  ago,  when  Bro.  Edwin 
Wolfe  was  the  pastor.  The  Sons  of  Song,  a 
colored  quartet,  were  our  guests  and  sang 
several  songs.  A  district  pastors'  confer- 
ence was  held  in  Ottumwa  on  Jan.  31. 
During  January  our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  A.  Al- 
bin,  delivered  a  series  of  sermons  on  Stew- 
ardship. The  young  people  presented  the 
stewardship  play.  Thanksgiving  Ann.  The 
film,  Like  a  Mighty  Army,  was  shown 
one  Sunday  evening  and  the  laymen  of 
the  church  had  charge  of  the  morning 
service  one  Sunday.  We  are  using  the  uni- 
fied budget  system  in  our  church.  We 
have  several  tithers  in  our  church.  The 
young  people's  class  signed  up  100%  as 
tithers.  The  CBYF,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Carter,  planned  a  fel- 
lowship get-together  for  the  entire  church 
one  night  recently.  The  CBYF  is  sacrific- 
ing to  send  the  money  to  missions.  The 
women  are  helping  with  the  linen  sup- 
plies for  Charles  and  Rosella  Lunkley  to 
take  to  the  Africa  mission  field.  The  aid 
division  of  the  women's  group  has  been 
sorting  and  packing  clothing  to  send  to 
the  relief  center.  The  missionary  group  is 
studying  the  book,  China  Suffers,  by  Er- 
nest Wampler.  Bro.  Lunkley  showed  the 
mission  film  on  Africa,  Piercing  the  Shad- 
ows, on  the  evening  of  Jan.  27.  We  have 
received  seventeen  new  members  into  our 
church  recently.  Our  quarterly  council 
meeting  was  held  March  1  with  Bro.  Albin 
presiding.  We  are  making  plans  for  our 
summer  vacation  Bible  school. — Mrs.  Paul 
Ruby,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Maryland 

Reislerstown,  Evergreen. — In  1948  the 
Prayer  Circle  of  Owings  Mills  and  the 
Reisterstown  church  merged  to  form  the 
present  Evergreen  congregation  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Reisterstown. 
Under  the  able  guidance  of  Brethren  Mc- 
Kinley  Coffman  and  Earl  Mitchell,  the 
union  was  effected  and  has  made  substan- 
tial progress  spiritually  and  numerically. 
This  group  has  been  worshiping  in  a  par- 
ish house  donated  by  Elder  W.  E.  Roop 
and  his  wife  of  Westminster.  Because  of 
the  growth  in  attendance  and  activity,  the 
need  for  a  church  house  has  become  acute 
and  the  congregation  is  planning  to  erect 
a  building  in  the  very  near  future.  Breth- 
ren Charles  Zunkel,  Ora  DeLauter,  Earl 
Mitchell  and  C.  H.  Deardorff,  with  Eld- 
er F.  E.  Williar  and  Bro.  Newton  Long,  are 
counseling  with  and  encouraging  the  local 
church  in  this  effort.  The  present  build- 
ing  site   is   located   in    a   rapidly   growing 
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a  lot  of 


wills 


won 


accomplish  what  you 
intend  them  to  do. 


legal  and  precis*  language  it 
o  necessity.  Faulty  wording 
may  void  a  will  entirely. 
Inheritance  taxes  may  dimin- 
ish the  estate  considerably  if 
careful  attention  is  not  given 
to  existing  state  and  federal 
laws. 

The  Bible  speaks  plainly: 
"let  all  things  be  done  de- 
cently and  in  order."  Wills 
also  must  be  made  according 
to    law. 

Consult  Your  lawyer/ 


'<&&*&.. 


Make  inquiry  of: 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD 

BOARD 

Dept.  HSM 

22  S.  State  Street 

Elgin,  Illinois 


community  on  the  outskirts  of  Baltimore, 
which  makes  the  outlook  very  bright  for 
a  steady  growth  in  the  building  of  the 
kingdom.  Fourteen  persons  have  been 
added  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter  and 
six  new  families  are  now  attending.  We 
will  hold  our  love  feast  services  on  April 
23.  We  desire  the  prayers  of  the  Brother- 
hood for  our  work. — J.  H.  Lau,  Owings 
Mill,  Md. 

Ohio 

Bear  Creek. — At  our  March  council 
meeting  we  decided  to  have  our  commun- 
ion on  June  3.  We  also  decided  to  build 
a  new  parsonage  on  the  church  grounds 
and  we  plan  to  start  this  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible with  the  help  of  different  members 
of  the  congregation.  Lowell  Erbaugh  was 
elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. We  also  decided  to  send  someone 
to  the  music  conference  at  Grand  Rapids. 
Preparations  for  our  vacation  Bible  school 
are  under  way.  A  mission  study  on  Japan 
was  held  for  six  Sunday  nights  and  was 
concluded  with  a  play  presented  by  the 
young  people.  During  Lent  cottage  prayer 
meetings  were  held  on  three  Sunday 
nights  in  the  homes  of  the  members.  Two 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  in  February. — Alice  Heeter,  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Eaton. — Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller  of  Her- 
shey,  Pa.,  recently  held  a  week's  meet- 
ing. Since  our  last  report,  fifteen  persons 
were  received  by  baptism,  one  was  re- 
claimed, five  were  received  by  letter  and 
three  are  awaiting  the  rite  of  baptism. 
Bro.  Weaver  is  conducting  pastoral  classes 
in  church  membership  for  adults  and  chil- 
dren. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  April 
6.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milford  Eikenberry  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Deaton  will  be  installed 
as  deacons  on  March  30.  Our  men's  work 
realized    about    $1,400    from    their    Lord's 
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acre  project.  Our  pastor  sends  out  a  news- 
letter regularly.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Dan  Deaton,  our  church  choir  is  as- 
sisting with  the  worship  services.  Our  club 
for  mothers  of  preschool  children  is  com- 
pleting its  second  successful  year.  The 
children  remembered  our  missionary  in 
India,  Kathryn  Kiracofe,  with  a  gift.  Eight 
towel  bags  were  sent  to  New  Windsor  and 
seven  relief  boxes  were  sent  direct  to  Ger- 
many. We  have  renewed  our  100%  Mes- 
senger club  for  the  coming  year. — Mrs. 
Willard  Shafer,  Eaton,  Ohio. 

Greenville. — Each  adult  Sunday-school 
class  has  been  having  its  own  opening  de- 
votions. The  children's  department  at- 
tendance is  increasing.  We  are  planning  to 
remodel  for  extra  classroom  space.  Our 
aid  society  meets  each  Wednesday  after- 
noon to  sew  and  quilt.  They  have  one 
monthly  meeting  for  the  entire  group.  At 
present  they  are  divided  into  four  groups. 
Two  displaced  persons,  a  Hungarian  moth- 
er and  her  daughter,  were  brought  to  our 
church  to  be  cared  for  but  at  present  are 
working  in  Dayton  under  the  supervision 
of  a  Hungarian  minister  there.  The  chil- 
dren sang  songs  and  took  gifts  of  fruit  to 
the  Brethren  home  and  to  the  sick  and 
aged  one  Sunday.  Our  quarterly  council 
met  on  Jan.  4  and  our  love  feast  was  held 
on  April  13.  Nine  members  have  been 
received  by  letter. — Mrs.  G.  M.  Hollinger, 
Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Maple  Grove. — Bro.  Philip  Lauver  held 
our  revival  meetings,  at  the  close  of  which 
several  persons  were  baptized.  Several  of 
the  intermediates  attended  the  interme- 
diate rally  at  the  Ashland  church.  Several 
of  our  young  people  are  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  district  choir.  Two  of  our 
young  people  are  in  college,  one  at  Ash- 
land and  the  other  at  Manchester.  The 
men's  organization  have  been  active.  They 
raised  popcorn  on  their  Lord's  acre  and 
are  now  selling  it  by  the  pound.  Ralph 
Hays  has  taken  pictures  of  the  project. 
The  women's  work  have  regular  meetings 
every  month  and  are  busy  with  relief 
work  and  sewing. — Mrs.  Beula  Kettering, 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

Pleasant  Valley. — Since  our  last  report, 
seven  new  members  were  added  by  bap- 
tism. We  have  given  miscellaneous  show- 
ers for  two  Latvian  families  who  have 
come  into  our  midst.  The  young  people 
of  the  church  sponsored  one  Sunday  eve- 
ning a  program  of  music  by  the  Gospel 
Messenger  singers  from  Richmond.  Our 
church  has  a  100%  Gospel  Messenger 
club.  Our  spring  council  meeting  was 
held  in  March.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  S. 
Hollinger,  was  chosen  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  Plans  are  un- 
der way  for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
in  co-operation  with  neighboring  churches. 
We  have  Sunday  evening  Lenten  services, 
exchanging  pastors  with  the  different 
churches.  An  Easter  program  is  being 
planned  at  this  time.— Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Os- 
walt, Union  City,  Ind. 

Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — The  peace  caravaners.  Urban 
Long  and  Ralph  Dull,  participated  in  the 
Sunday  school  and  morning  worship  serv- 
ice one  Sunday.  The  district  youth  rally 
was  held  in  the  Ambler  church.  At  the 
morning  worship  service  on  Jan.  8  a 
dedication  service  was  held  for  children. 
On  Feb.  1  the  Juniata  choir  presented  a 
program  of  inspirational  music.  Our  quar- 
terly council  meeting  was  held  on  Jan. 
25.  Our  Achievement  Offering  amounted 
to  $187.— Elizabeth  Shotzberger,  Ambler, 
Pa. 

Farmington-Bethel  and  Wharton  Fur- 
nace.— Our  churches  took  part  in  a  week 
of  union  prayer  and  praise  services  held 
in  the  Samson  Chapel  Methodist  church 
Jan.  8-14.  Each  pastor  in  the  community 
took  part  by  bringing  a  message  and  spe- 
cial music  from  his  church.  Two  weeks 
later  the  ministers  and  the  superintendents 
and  their  wives  met  in  our  pastor's  home 
and  a  Farmington  ministerium  was  organ- 
ized with  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  C.  Sell,  as 
the  president.  Agnes  Shaffer,  a  missionary 
from  the  Cannon  church,  sailed  back  to 
Africa  on  Jan.  24.  On  Jan.  22  Mr.  Terrind 
showed  pictures  of  California.  Our  pas- 
tor's  wife    brought    radio    messages    Feb. 


13-17  over  station  WNIQ.  Our  pastor  will 
bring  messages  over  the  same  station  April 
2-7.  In  February  the  moving  picture,  The 
King  of  Kings,  was  shown  in  our  churches. 
On  March  6  the  two  pictures,  Beyond  Our 
Own  and  Abraham  and  Isaac,  were  shown. 
The  young  people  of  the  Wharton  Furnace 
church  have  now  purchased  a  projector 
and  are  showing  religious  pictures  in  sev- 
eral churches  each  month.  Prayer  meet- 
ings and  Bible  study  are  held  each  week  in 
both  churches.  The  young  people  recently 
put  on  a  court  scene  called  The  Trial  of 
Abraham.  The  Bethel  church  has  a  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  meeting  each  Sunday  night. 
As  these  young  people  organized,  the  pas- 
tor installed  each  group  into  office  with 
an    impressive    candlelight    service.     The 


Brethren  Placement  and 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  432.  Wanted:  High  school  teaching 
position  in  Latin,  English,  or  history  de- 
partment. Would  like  rural  or  semirural 
community  where  school  has  program  of 
evening  and  week-end  activities  for  all  age 
groups.  Am  a  graduate  of  a  church  col- 
lege and  have  thirteen  years'  experience. 
Wife  and  I  have  taken  active  part  in  work 
camp  program.  Have  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  433.  Would  like  to  buy  a  used  tri- 
purpose  projector  and  screen.  Would  like 
to  buy  or  rent  a  tent,  20  feet  or  larger. 
Write:  Mrs.  Walter  Replogle,  Fruitdale, 
Ala. 

No.  434.    For  rent:   80-acre  farm,   dairy 
at  the  present  time.    Six  minutes  walk  to 
large  Brethren  college.    Prefer  family  o: 
at  least  eight  children,  who  are  anxio' 
to   get   college    education.    Prefer   famil; 
from   Virginia    or   West   Virginia.     Write 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  22  S.  Stati 
St.,  Elgin,  m. 

No.  435.  For  sale :  Six  lots.  Seven  block: 
from  Manchester  College.   Six  blocks  fro) 
Walnut  Street  church.   One  priced  at  $400; 
others  $300  each.   Write:   Brethren  Servici 
Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  HI. 

No.  436.    For  sale:    Thirty-six-acre  fai 
three  miles  east  of  North  Manchester,  Im 
Modern    house,    excellent    chicken    hou: 
Only  $2,500  down.    Immediate  possession, 
Write:    Frantz   Insurance    Agency,    Nor "" 
Manchester,  Ind. 

No.  437.  Brethren  family  with  two  chil 
dren  desires  to  rent  5-  or  6-room  house, 
near  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  land  enough 
for  garden  and  chickens.  Rent  not  exceed- 
ing $45  per  month.  Write  Mrs.  Frank  Mun- 
cey,  608  Lake  St.,  Richardson  Park,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

No.  438.  A  comfortable  cottage  in  cen- 
tral part  of  Florida,  a  mile  from  growing 
Brethren  church,  is  available  to  a  couple 
with  car  who  will  take  elderly  couple 
(owners)  to  church.  Near  business  center. 
Reasonable  rent,  can  be  partly  paid  for  in 
work  if  desired.  Write:  Mrs.  Cora  Price 
Bowen,  238  W.  Morse  Blvd.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 

No.  439.  An  opportunity  for  a  couple 
who  have  had  some  business  experience 
and  would  be  interested  in  cash  and  carry 
grocery  store.  Will  sell  at  ten  per  cent  off 
of  book  inventory,  about  $6,500  for  stock 
and  fixtures,  including  walk-in  refrigera- 
tor and  meat  equipment,  National  Elec- 
tric cash  register.  Will  sell  real  estate 
reasonable  or  lease  for  $35  per  month. 
Four  blocks  from  nearest  store,  close  to 
church,  school  and  La  Verne  College. 
Write:  J.  L.  Miller,  2325  E  Street,  La  Verne, 
Calif. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Gardes 
Grove,  Calif. 
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PATCHWORK    AND    RHYTHM 

by  Mary  Sioner  Wine $1.50 
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The  latest  comer  on  the  Brethren  poetry 
shelf,  this  book  stands  worthily  alongside 
the  other  three.  It  contains  nearly  ninety 
of  Mrs.  Wine's  poems,  grouped  into  five 
"blocks"  to  represent  blocks  of  a  patch- 
work quilt.  These  poems  deal  with  the 
Christian  home,  love,  the  church,  faith, 
nature,  art  and  others  of  life's  highest 
interests. 


WILLOW 

by  May  Allread  Baker 


BROOK    FARM 


$1.50 


To  understand  the  pulse  of  rural  life  is 
one  thing;  to  love  it  is  another;  to  be  able 
to  embody  its  beauty  in  acceptable  verse 
forms  is  still  another.  Mrs.  May  Allread 
Baker  has  achieved  all  three  of  these  in 
a  notable  way.  Reading  her  poems  in 
Willow  Brook  Farm  we  live  in  our  imag- 
inations the  experiences  she  recounts  and 
see  the  pictures  she  creates  with  words. 
Illustrated. 


THE    TOUCH    OF    THE    MASTER'S    HAND 

by  Myra  Brooks  Welch $1.00 

This  volume  contains  the  widely-circu- 
lated and  well-known  poem,  The  Touch 
of  the  Master's  Hand,  and  one  hundred 
other  poems  by  the  same  author.  The 
verse  forms  are  simple  but  beautiful.  The 
attitudes  reflected  in  the  poems  are  posi- 
tive and  constructive,  and  are  suggestive 
of  the  love,  sacrifice  and  courage  which 
enable  one  to  meet  and  overcome  life's 
difficulties. 

CHARIOTS    ON    THE    MOUNTAINS 

by  Myra  Brooks  Welch $1.00 

A  companion  volume  to  The  Touch  of  the 
Master's  Hand.  Here  are  ninety-five 
poems  by  one  who  has  seen  much  of  life 
and  known  many  of  its  sorrows  but  who 
has  through  it  all  maintained  a  firm  faith 
in  the  goodness  and  love  of  God  and  has 
kept  the  courage  necessary  to  triumphant 
living.  The  book  is  attractively  illus- 
trated with  pen  sketches  by  G.  Frederick 
Cole. 

(When  Mrs.  Welch's  two  books  are  ordered  together  the 
two  may  be  had  for  $1.25) 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN.      ILLINOIS 


Y.T.C.  and  the  W.C.T.U.  are  very  active 
organizations  and  have  monthly  meetings. 
The  men's  brotherhood  held  a  father  and 
son  banquet.  The  Messenger  agent  is  try- 
ing to  get  a  75%  club  subscription.  The 
Bethel  church  will  have  a  revival  April 
9-16  with  the  pastor  as  the  evangelist.  At 
the  close  of  the  revival  we  will  hold  our 
love  feast  and  communion  service.  Whar- 
ton Furnace  and  Bethel  are  planning  East- 
er sunrise  services.  They  are  making  plans 
for  beautifying  the  church  lawn  and  park- 
ing space. — Alice  Sell,  Farmington,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — The  Week  of  Prayer  serv- 
ices were  held  in  St.  Mark's  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  church  Jan.  2-6.  The  mid- 
week prayer  services  from  now  until  East- 
er will  be  a  class  in  church  doctrine.  The 
church  membership  classes  of  intermedi- 
ates and  juniors  began  Jan.  22  and  will 
continue  each  Sunday  evening  until  Palm 
Sunday,  when  there  will  be  a  candlelight 
consecration  service.  Our  pastor  has  been 
elected  as  president  of  the  Lebanon  Coun- 
ty ministerial  association.  Bro.  Galen  Kil- 
hefner  of  Elizabethtown  College  was  our 
guest  minister  on  Jan.  22  for  both  the 
morning  and  evening  services.  On  Jan.  29 
the  Mennonite  a  cappella  choir  of  Akron 
presented  a  program.  They  received  the 
evening  offering,  which  will  be  used  for 
relief.  Our  women's  missionary  society 
held  its  monthly  business  meeting  at  Mrs. 
Lester  Miller's  home.  A  program  on  Japan 
was  arranged.  The  women  reported  hav- 
ing made  fifty-six  slips  for  relief.  The 
young  people  had  charge  of  the  services 
during  Youth  Week.  Achievement  Sunday 
was  observed  and  a  missionary  offering  of 
$400  was  received.  We  have  made  some 
improvements  on  our  church.  Our  annual 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  with  Rev. 
Harry  Richwine,  pastor  of  the  Annville 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  as  the 
speaker.  The  senior  choir  meets  with  the 
other  choirs  of  the  district  for  rehearsals 
for  the  district  program  to  be  presented 
in  Elizabethtown  in  March.  The  choir 
sang  at  Myerstown  one  evening  during 
their  revival  services.  The  women's  mis- 
sionary society  was  well  represented  at 
the  World  Day  of  Prayer  program  which 
was  held  in  the  Salem  Lutheran  church. 
— Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Maple  Grove. — We  have  made  many  im- 
provements on  our  church.  Much  of  the 
iabor  and  material  were  donated  by  inter- 
ested members,  while  others  made  finan- 
cial contributions.  New  attendance  record 
and  hymn  announcement  boards,  a  new 
pulpit  Bible  and  four  new  collection  plates 
were  given  as  gifts  to  the  church.  Our 
local  pastor,  Bro.  Ross  Speicher,  and  his 
wife  work  in  all  the  activities  of  the  Sun- 
day school  and  church.  We  have  planned 
a  full  program  for  Easter  Sunday,  begin- 
ning with  a  sunrise  service  and  climaxed 
by  a  rededicatory  service  by  our  elder, 
Bro.  I.  Clifford  Paul,  in  the  afternoon.  We 
hope  Bro.  Paul  will  be  assisted  by  the 
men's  choir  from  Meyersdale,  Pa. — Olive 
Peck,  Fort  Hill,  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  Bethany. — The  male  quar- 
tet from  Elizabethtown  College  was  with 
us  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening.  On  the 
afternoon  of  Jan.  15  we  held  a  special 
service  to  rededicate  our  newly  renovated 
church  room.  Bro.  Waltz  of  the  German- 
town  church  was  with  us  and  he,  assisted 
by  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Henry  Moyer  of 
the  Calvary  church,  permanently  installed 
Brethren  William  Wagner  and  William 
Hitchen  and  their  wives  in  the  office  of 
deacon.  He  also  licensed  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Frank  Galbraith  to  the  ministry.  On 
Feb.  18  a  fellowship  banquet  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Christian  Endeavor  society. 
On  Feb.  26  the  C.E.  meeting  and  evening 
church  service  were  in  charge  of  a  Youth 
for  Christ  group.  Our  men's  organization 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  work  they 
have  done  in  our  basement.  They  put  in 
a  new  ceiling  and  new  lights. — Mrs?  C.  S. 
Bartolett,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Spring  Creek. — Ten  new  members  have 
been  added  to  our  church  since  Jan.  1.  The 
men's  work  has  spent  many  hours  on  the 
parking  lot  project  on  the  church  ground. 
They  have  constructed  a  large  sign  to  in- 
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dicate  the  location  of  Camp  Swatara.  They 
have  also  been  helping  with  the  erection 
of  a  wing  to  the  main  cabin  at  the  camp. 
Tithing  is  being  practiced  by  approxi- 
mately forty  members  of  our  church.  B. 
Mary  Royer,  India  missionary,  was  a  re- 
cent guest  speaker.  The  peace  caravan 
spent  several  days  in  our  midst  and  met 
with  various  church  groups.  Robert  S. 
Eshelman  of  Elizabethtown  College  was 
our  Bible  institute  speaker.  The  young 
people  have  purchased  a  projector,  which 
will  be  a  great  help  in  presenting  religious 
education  programs.  Our  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  March  10  with  Rev.  Har- 
ry Richwine,  pastor  of  the  First  Lutheran 
church  of  Annville,  as  the  speaker.  Bro. 
Michael  Kurtz  delivered  the  message  on 
March  5.  Our  pastor  recently  spoke  in  the 
Annville  church.  Our  Good  Friday  serv- 
ice will  be  held  on  April  7  and  our  annual 
sunrise  service  will  be  held  on  April  9. 
Our  primary  and  junior  departments  have 
been  remembering  the  needy  and  shut-ins. 
Our  pastor  held  evangelistic  meetings  in 
the  Eaton  church,  Ohio.  Our  spiritual  em- 
phasis service  will  be  held  March  12-19  by 
Bro.  Frank  Carper. — Mrs.  Ammon  B. 
Gibble,  Middletown,  Pa. 

York,  First. — Guest  speakers  during  the 
past  quarter  included  Mrs.  Helena  Kruger, 
outstanding  relief  worker;  Elder  L.  Elmer 
Leas;  Paul  Z.  Rummell,  teacher  at  Millers- 
ville  State  Teachers  College;  Ernest  Le- 
fever  of  Yale  Divinity  School;  Rev.  J.  H. 
Tice,  temperance  league  worker;  W.  P. 
Lee,  a  native  Korean;  Bro.  Ralph  W. 
Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College,  and 
Bro.  Marshall  R.  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater 
College.  Kenja  Comes  Home,  Answer  for 
Ann,  Daybreak  and  I  Am  With  You  were 
films  shown  during  the  past  three  months. 
Our  church  participated  in  a  community 
watch-night  service  on  New  Year's  Eve. 
We  also  co-operated  with  neighboring 
churches  in  conducting  community  Week 
of  Prayer  services  during  the  first  week 
of  January.  The  worship  of  Jan.  1  in- 
cluded a  service  of  consecration  for  chil- 
dren. Th<*  women's  council  sponsored  a 
cooking  scnoiA  on  Jan.  9  and  16.  Japan 
was  the  topic  of  our  January  school  of 
missions,  which  closed  on  Jan.  26  with  a 
Japanese  dinner.  The  annual  youth  ban- 
quet was  held  on  Jan.  28.  The  Juniata 
College  choir  presented  a  concert  here  on 
Feb.  4.  Stanley  Dotterer  and  the  senior 
choir  directed  a  hymn  sing  on  Feb.  5. 
Ex-Mayor  McKeldon  of  Baltimore  was  the 
speakqr  at  our  father  and  son  banquet  on 
Feb.  16.  On  Feb.  26  Elizabethtown  College 
day  was  observed.  The  pastor  has  been 
preaching  a  series  of  sermons  on  the 
seven  words  of  Jesus  on  the  cross.  Our 
Sunday  morning  services  during  February 
were    broadcast.     Bro.    Samuel    Harley    of 
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Linwood,  Md.,  will  preach  for  us  in  a 
series  of  meetings  from  March  26  to  April 
2. — Mrs.  Esther  M.  Hershey,  York,  Pa. 

Tennessee 
Pleasant  Valley. — We  held  our  quarterly 
council  meeting  on  March  9.  Bro.  John 
White  was  a  recent  visitor  to  our  church. 
Niel  Diehl  passed  away  on  Feb.  16. — Aileen 
Kincheloe,  Jonesboro,   Tenn. 

Virginia 

Copper  Hill. — On  Feb.  25  our  council  was 
held  with  Bro.  O.  D.  Eller  presiding.  We 
decided  to  have  the  building  committee 
look  into  the  matter  of  putting  a  new  roof 
on  the  church.  We  plan  to  have  new  pews 
put  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  church  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  made  and  delivered. 
A  series  of  meetings  will  be  held  at  Copper 
Hill  beginning  June  11  with  Bro.  Henry 
Eller  as  the  evangelist.   A  meeting  by  Bro. 


Wolfe  will  be  held  at  Mt.  Union,  a  branch 
church,  beginning  sometime  during  the 
last  week  of  April.  No  exact  date  has  been 
set  as  yet.  We  plan  to  have  pre-Easter 
services  with  different  speakers  each  eve- 
ning and  closing  on  Sunday  evening  with 
a  program.  The  church  feels  the  need  of 
a  pastor  but  decided  that  we  would  wait 
for  a  while  before  calling  one.  Bro.  Frank 
Wimmer  was  called  to  the  ministry  and 
has  been  given  the  privilege  of  full  minis- 
try for  a  year.  The  church  has  also  in- 
stalled Brethren  Leak  Holland  and  Carl 
Stump  and  their  wives  and  Sister  E.  B. 
Wimmer  into  the  office  of  deacon. — Mrs. 
Viva  Bowles,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Red  Hill. — Since  our  last  report,  several 
improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
church  and  on  the  lawn.  The  ladies'  aid 
is  quite  active.  The  young  people  meet 
once  a  month  in  the  homes.  A  music  in- 
stitute will  be  held  during  March  by  Nevin 
Fisher  of  Bridgewater  College.  An  Easter 
program  is  under  way  to  be  given  by  the 
Sunday-school  and  church  members. — 
Mrs.  O.  W.  Boone,  Roanoke,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Pine  Grove. — Our  church  is  a  community 
church.  The  Brethren  pastor,  Bro.  Robert 
L.  Byrd,  brings  us  two  services  each 
month  and  the  Methodist  pastor  brings  one 
and  conducts  the  service  on  each  fifth  Sun- 
day. Five  members  were  presented  with 
pins  for  perfect  attendance  during  the 
past  year.  The  CBYF  presents  a  program 
each  Sunday  evening.  The  men's  work 
had  good  success  with  their  Lord's  acre 
project.  They  have  recently  donated  lum- 
ber for  a  new  garage  in  connection  with 
the  Brethren  parsonage  at  Durbin.  The 
women's  work  is  very  active.  They  placed 
a  coffee  table  in  the  Brethren  parsonage 
and  helped  to  purchase  a  sofa  bed  for 
the  Methodist  parsonage.  They  also  sent 
forty  dollars  for  missions  and  twenty-five 
dollars  towards  educating  a  boy  in  India. 
Our  community  farm  women's  club  sent 
a  red-letter  edition  of  the  Bible  to  a  fam- 
ily in  Austria.  A  dedication  service  was 
held  for  our  new  hymnals  on  Jan.  19. 
Bro.  Byrd  sends  a  bimothly  bulletin  to  all 
resident  and  nonresident  members.— Mrs. 
Harry   Brubaker,   Bartow,   W.  Va. 
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Of  interest  to  children's  workers 

who  conduct  worship  services  for  juniors 
and  intermediates  .  .  . 

GREAT  ART  and  CHILDREN'S  WORSHIP 

Jean  Louise  Smith 

— Here  is  guidance  for  the  teacher  who  has  no  special  train- 
ing in  art  but  recognizes  its  possibilities  for  teaching  chil- 
dren religious  truths. 

— Part  I  tells  how  to  use  a  work  of  art  to  illustrate  a  lesson, 
start  a  discussion,  or  create  a  setting  for  worship.  The  sug- 
gestions are  adaptable  to  use  in  any  school. 

— Part  II  supplies  twenty-four  examples  of  programs  cen- 
tered around  specific  art  masterpieces,  which  are  re- 
produced in  full-page  size.  Resource  material  is  included. 

— The  programs — divided  into  four  series  of  six  each,  a 
series  for  each  season  of  the  year — are  built  around  widely 
varying  but  representative  themes. 

The  price  is  $2.50 
Brethren    Publishing    House,    Elgin,    Illinois 
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Mexico  has  built  in  the  last  two 
years  one  thousand  new  schools. 
Public  school  teachers  have  in- 
creased from  4,764  to  7,344  in  three 
years.  These  gains  are  the  result 
of  the  administration  of  President 
Aleman  placing  a  strong  emphasis 
on  better  educational  facilities.  (WP) 

One  hundred  fifty  thousand  new 

members  have  been  added  to  the 
Batak  church  in  Indonesia  since 
1940,  when  the  Rhenish  missionaries 
were  interned.  This  increase  has 
come  largely  through  the  effective 
witness  of  laymen,  for  there  are  only 
90  ordained  ministers  in  a  church  of 
550,000  persons. 

Twenty-five  two-year  students  at 
the  School  of  Social  Work  in  Delhi, 
India,  will  receive  in  1950  the  first 
master's  degrees  in  social  work  to  be 
awarded  in  all  Asia.  The  school  was 
founded  in  1946  by  the  Y.W.C.A.  and 
is  now  receiving  increasing  help 
from  foreign  mission  boards  in  North 
America,  which  consider  its  work 
important. 

A  treaty  between  France  and  Italy 
permits  each  country  to  operate  spe- 
cial schools  in  the  other.  The  pact 
provides  for  the  exchange  of  books, 
films  and  radio  programs,  and  mu- 
tually recognizes  university  degrees. 
France  will  be  able  to  conduct  cul- 
tural centers  in  Milan,  Naples,  Rome 
and  Florence,  Italy,  and  Italy  can  set 
them  up  in  Paris,  Lyons,  Strasbourg 
and  Marseilles.  (WP) 


Women  have  become  enfranchised 
in  the  past  year  in  several  countries 
where  they  have  not  before  enjoyed 
the  same  political  rights  and  free- 
dom as  men.  These  countries  are 
Belgium,  Hungary,  India,  Syria,  the 
Republic  of  the  United  States  of 
Indonesia  and  the  Democratic  Re- 
public of  East  Germany. 

The  "joint  mission"  of  men  and 
women  in  the  church  has  been 
stressed  in  a  statement  issued  by  the 
World  Council's  commission  on  the 
life  and  work  of  women  in  the 
church.  The  impact  of  "Western  civ- 
ilization" is  bringing  new  opportuni- 
ties to  the  women  of  Asia  and  Africa 
and  Christianity  is  "lifting  them  up 
to  a  new  freedom  in  Christ,"  the 
statement  declares. 

A  world  census  in  agriculture  will 
be  taken  this  year  by  the  Food  and 
Agricultural  Organization  if  present 
plans  are  carried  through.  Though 
it  is  known  that  two  thirds  of  the 
people  of  the  world  live  on  the  land 
and  that  about  two  thirds  of  the 
world's  people  are  undernourished, 
in  many  instances  it  is  not  known 
what  kinds  of  land  they  live  on, 
what  crops  the  land  is  producing, 
what  crops  it  could  produce,  what 
water  resources  and  fertilizers  are 
available  and  other  essential  data. 
These  data  will  aid  in  the  efforts 
to  increase  food  production  and 
raise  levels  of  nutrition  throughout 
the  world. 


Spot  Check  Puts  Liquor  on  the  Spot 

Judge  Joseph  T.  Zotloli,  who  was  chairman  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature  to  study  the  problem  of  drunkenness  in  Massa- 
chusetts, made  a  three-point  spot-check  of  commitments  by  all  courts  lo 
penal  institutions  in  Massachusetts,  for  the  years  1917,  1920,  and  1947.  The 
year  1917  was  "wet,"  1920  was  the  first  year  of  national  prohibition,  and 
1947  was  a  repeal  year.  The  comparison  is  significant: 

1917      1920        1947 

Commitments  to  the  state  farm   2,920        370       1,092 

Commitments  to  state  reformatories 291        203         329 

Commitments  to  jails  and  houses  of  correction  includ- 
ing parole  violations    18,252     3,604     22.310 

Commitments  to  state  prisons  128         98         348 

Commitments  to  state  institutions  for  drunkenness  . .   14,618     1,746       6,367 
Commitments  to  all  Massachusetts  penal  institutions  21,803     4,388     11,889 
The  following  three-point  spot  check  for  the  years  1917,  1920,  and  1947 
deals  with  commitments  to  the  reformatory  for  women: 

1917      1920        1947 

Yearly  commitments  to  reformatory  for  women 202        102         318 

Yearly  commitments  for  drunkenness  to  reformatory 

for  women    48  5  108 

Commitments  for  crimes  against  chastity  and  public 

order     181  86         279 

The  study  is  somewhat  extensive  and  shows  similar  comparisons 
throughout.  Drunkenness  offenses,  for  instance,  show  14,618  in  1917;  1,746 
in  1920  and  6.367  in  1947. 


For  light,  hope   and 

truth  we  need  to  turn 

again  to  the  Bible 


Courtesy  of 
Juniata  College 


When  the  GUuSucU  Secamed  Alive 


THE  church  should  become 
alive  to  its  real  mission  in 
this  world.  The  church  has 
the  answer  to  most  of  the  prob- 
lems which  plague  us  today.  As 
a  group  we  church  people  do  not 
seem  to  be  alive  to  that  realiza- 
tion. There  are  four  areas  in 
which  I  believe  the  church 
should  become  alive. 

We  need  to  become  alive  mu- 
sically. The  psalmist  said,  "Sing 
unto  the  Lord  a  new  song."  It  is 
not  necessarily  a  new  song  that 
we  need,  but  we  need  to  sing 
unto  the  Lord.  Most  of  us  know 
that  the  Hymnal  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  Annual  Conference  is 
telling  us  that  a  new  Brethren 
hymnal  will  be  ready  for  distri- 
bution by  1951.  It  is  my  hope 
that  this  new  hymnal  will  stimu- 
late singing  in  our  churches  and 


Raymon  E.  Eller 

Baltimore,  Maryland 


in  our  homes.  Somone  has  very 
aptly  said,  "The  devil  trembles 
when  he  enters  a  church  where 
everybody  sings."  Brethren,  let 
us  not  forget  our  heritage,  "We 
are  a  singing  people."  A  singing 
church  is  a  living  church. 

Another  area  in  which  we  need 
to  become  alive  is  Biblically. 
There  are  many  suggestions  call- 
ing our  attention  to  the  need  of 
returning  to  the  Bible  for  truth, 
light  and  hope.  We  see  the  signs 
on  cars,  we  listen  to  messages 
over  the  radio,  and  we  read  the 
editorials  in  our  Gospel  Messen- 
ger; they  are  calling  us  to  our 
Bibles.  Many  have  been  hearing 
the    emphasis    of    Raymond    R. 


Peters,  "Our  homes  are  the 
greatest  teaching  institution  that 
we  have  in  our  day."  One  of  the 
sad  commentaries  on  the  average 
church  family  is  this:  the  Bible 
is  no  longer  read  in  the  home. 
Many  of  our  homes  have  turned 
over  to  the  church  school  the 
total  religious  instruction  of 
their  children.  Brethren,  this 
ought  not  to  be.  We  need  re- 
ligious instruction  in  the  home. 
Furthermore,  we  need  to  be- 
come alive  financially.  We 
learned  at  Annual  Conference 
that  the  Brotherhood  giving  has 
had  a  nice  increase  since  1937. 
The  per  capita  giving  in  1937  was 
$6  plus;  in  1942  it  was  $9;  in  1947 
it  was  $18  plus;  in  1949  it  was  $23 
plus.    If  the  average  net  income 
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in  the  Brotherhood  would  be 
$2,400  a  year  we  should  have  giv- 
en not  $23  per  member  but  $240. 
I  believe  the  solution  to  the  fi- 
nancial problem  in  our  church 
is  for  every  member  completely 
to  commit  his  life  in  stewardship. 
Tithing  as  a  basis  is  the  answer 
in  financial  matters.  Giving  in 
our  church  is  commendable,  but 
we  have  not  seen  our  strength 
as  yet. 
The  fourth  area  in  which  we 


need  to  become  alive  is  evange- 
lism. I  have  been  very  much 
interested  in  our  gains  for  the 
church.  Today  we  have  a  re- 
corded membership  of  185,799. 
According  to  the  Yearbook  we 
had  a  net  gain  in  the  Brother- 
hood of  1,215;  to  state  it  another 
way  it  took  150  members  to  win 
one  lost  soul  to  Christ  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1948. 
Figures  do  not  tell  all  of  the 
story,  but  surely  these  figures  re- 


veal that  we  are  not  investing 
all  of  our  heart,  soul,  mind  and 
strength  in  our  evangelistic 
program. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that 
when  the  members  of  the  Broth- 
erhood become  alive  spiritually, 
something  will  happen  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  The 
hour  is  upon  us  to  go  forward; 
God  commands  us  to  go  forward. 
Are  we  ready  to  obey  the  divine 
command? 


EDITORIAL 


Light  in  a  Dark  World 

THE  light  of  the  cross  falling 
across  our  world  can  push 
back  every  encroaching 
shadow.  The  cover  page  this 
week  seeks  to  illustrate  that.  It 
seeks  to  reveal  also  that  when 
the  shadows  are  pushed  aside 
thrilling  events  and  achieve- 
ments for  the  kingdom  of  God 
are  revealed. 

On  the  cover  page  Missionary 
Eikenberry  is  talking  with  Evan- 
gelist Anfani  about  the  growing 
work  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  West  Africa.  Evangelist 
Anfani  pastors  thousands  of 
Africans  who  look  upon  him  as 
a  spiritual  father.  He  travels 
hundreds  of  miles  on  foot,  on 
horseback  and  by  bicycle  each 
year  as  he  covers  the  twisting 
pathways  of  his  growing  parish. 
He  is  a  well-educated  man;  he 
is  exceedingly  gracious  and 
kindly  in  every  contact;  he  is  a 
living  epistle  known  and  read  by 
all  men  wherever  he  goes.  He 
spent  some  time  in  England 
getting  his  training;  he  would 
like  to  visit  the  church  in  Ameri- 
ca and  take  further  Christian 
training  in  one  of  our  colleges  or 
in  our  seminary. 

If  we  shift  the  rays  of  the  light, 
other  events  just  as  thrilling 
come  into  view. 

In   India   the   national   Chris- 

4  GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


tians  are  taking  over  more  and 
more  responsibility  for  the  total 
work  of  the  church.  Schools  and 
hospitals  are  largely  self-sup- 
porting and  nationally  staffed. 
The  influence  of  the  church  is 
reaching  more  and  more  deeply 
into  every  phase  of  personal  and 
community  life. 

In  China  the  Christians  seek  to 
reconstruct  the  life  of  the  church 
in  a  changing  culture  and  form 
of  government.  These  are  days 
in  which  the  church  in  China 
can  be  blotted  out.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  church  there  may  find 
ways  to  touch  life  which  it  can 
presently  teach  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

In  South  America  the  light  of 
the  cross  seeks  to  penetrate 
through  traditionalism  and  for- 
mality. This  is  hard,  just  as  it 
was  hard  in  Jesus'  day.  But 
progress  is  being  made. 

In  Europe  many  lights  of  hope 
begin  to  glow  amidst  the  de- 
struction wrought  by  hatred  and 
fear.  More  light  needs  to  shine 
there,  for  suspicion  and  fear  al- 
ways cast  a  thick  fog;  sometimes 
this  fog  blots  out  all  lights. 

In  America  the  light  of  the 
cross  is  shining  also.  New 
churches  are  being  built,  old 
plants  are  being  refashioned  to 
meet  the  needs  of  this  day;  Prot- 
estantism is  learning  to  co-oper- 
ate. In  our  colleges  and  sem- 
inary youth  are  preparing  for 
kingdom  service.    The  voice  of 


the  church  is  being  heard;  its  in- 
fluence is  growing. 

All   of  this   activity   as   it   is 
revealed  by  the  light  from  the 
cross  are  expressions  of  Christ's  I 
great  commission  to  his  people, 
"Go  ye,  and  teach." 

The  power  to  do  it  comes  from 
heaven;   the  kingdom  which  is   | 
to  come  is  God's. 

Within    the    Church    of    the 
Brethren    we    call    all    of    this 
Brotherhood  work.    We  support  I 
it  by  the  Brotherhood  Fund.   If  I 
we  are  remiss  with  the  fund,  we  I 
hamper  and  retard  the  work. 

Let   us    pray,    "Thy   kingdom 
come."   Then  let  us  give  of  our-  ! 
selves  and  of  our  means  to  that 
end. 

Can  a  Fig  Tree  Yield  Olives?  ! 

NOT  so  long  ago  an  Ameri-  I 
can  soldier,  returning  from 
Egypt,  brought  with  him 
a  handful  of  wheat  which  he  had 
been  able  to  secure  from  one  of  ! 
the  pyramidal  tombs  of  an  an-   j 
cient  Egyptian  king.  This  wheat,   | 
it  was  believed,  had  been  placed   f 
in    the    tomb    nearly    as    many   | 
centuries  before  the  coming  of 
Christ  as  have  now  transpired   : 
since  the  coming  of  Christ. 

The  wheat  was  planted  in  one 
of  our  Midwestern  states.  When 
it  lifted  up  its  head  into  new 
life,  behold,  it  was  bearded 
wheat  very  similar  to  the  kind 
which  grew  on  the  other  side  of 


the  fence  in  this  Midwestern 
state  and  which  had  been  highly 
developed  and  cultivated.  This 
again  confirms  the  Biblical  ob- 
servation that  when  you  plant 
wheat  you  get  wheat.  When  you 
plant  figs,  you  get  figs  instead  of 
olives. 

This  simple  physical  law  we 
sometimes  fail  to  recognize  in 
the  moral  and  spiritual  realm. 

If  you  plant  mistrust,  you  get 
mistrust.  If  you  plant  hatred, 
you  get  hatred. 

For  some  decades  now  we 
have  been  telling  ourselves  that 
if  we  plant  enough  of  the  instru- 
ments of  warfare  we  will  get 
peace;  if  we  plant  enough  of 
fear,  we  will  reap  confidence 
and  world  accord.  All  the  time 
we  have  been  saying  this  we 
have  known  that  it  is  not  true. 
Even  our  small  children  know 
it  is  not  true. 

If  we  would  like  to  reap  peace, 
we  should  try  planting  the  seeds 
of  peace.  Can  a  fig  tree  yield 
olives? 

Brethren  Rank  Low 
in  Per  Capita  Giving 

THE  United  Stewardship 
Council  has  made  a  listing 
of  the  total  and  the  per  cap- 
ita giving  of  forty-seven  major 
denominations  within  the  United 
States.  It  is  interesting  to  check 
the  giving  of  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  com- 
parison with  other  denomina- 
tions. 

In  a  general  way,  we  do  bet- 
ter for  our  benevolent  giving 
than  we  do  for  our  local  congre- 
gational expense.  In  benevo- 
lences we  gave  per  member  an 
average  of  $17.48  which  placed  us 
in  eighteenth  place  among  forty- 
seven. 

For  our  local  congregational 
expense  we  gave  $16.56  on  an  av- 
erage per  member.  This  placed 
us  in  fortieth  place  among  forty- 
seven. 

The  figure  for  our  total  aver- 
age per  member  giving  is  $28.56. 
This  is  not  the  combined  total 


of  the  figures  above  since  some 
of  the  amount  given  for  benevo- 
lence is  included  in  congregation- 
al benevolence.  Our  total  con- 
tribution per  member  for  all  pur- 
poses places  us  in  fortieth  place 
among  forty  -  seven  denomina- 
tions. That  is  only  seven  from 
the  bottom.    It  is  not  a  thing  of 


which  we,  as  Brethren,  can  speak 
with  pride.  Neither  is  it  a  figure 
with  which  we  can  be  at  all  satis- 
fied. 

The  first  place  in  per  capita 
contributions  for  all  purposes 
went  to  the  Free  Methodists. 
The  second  place  went  to  the 
Seventh-Day  Adventists. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Let  Us  Keep  Advancing 

ALL  of  us  who  love  our  country- 
have  had  occasion  for  some 
encouragement  recently.  In 
Mississippi  an  all-white  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  guilty  against 
two  other  white  men  who  had  shot 
to  death  several  Negro  children  and 
their  mother.  In  addition,  they  had 
wounded  the  Negro  father  in  the 
spine  so  that  he  has  since  died.  The 
injured  father  testified  from  a 
stretcher  in  the  open  court.  The  pa- 
pers of  Mississippi  reported  that 
these  convictions  were  a  real 
achievement  for  the  rural  courts  of 
the  state.  At  least,  some  of  Missis- 
sippi's citizens  took  real  pride  in 
their  achievement.  Many  people  of 
the  South  feel,  and  justly  so,  that 
they  are  making  gradual  progress  in 
the  direction  of  accepting  the  validi- 
ty of  the  jury  system  in  a  biracial 
society. 

Other  steps  of  progress  are  being 
made  in  the  South  also.  Some  gov- 
ernors of  Southern  states  are  coming 
out  clearly  against  the  machinations 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  rule  by 
terror.  Some  have  welcomed  the  in- 
tervention of  the  FBI  within  their 
states  when  prejudice  and  tradition 
have  hamstrung  the  operation  of 
justice  in  local  areas. 

More  and  more  nonsegregated  cul- 
tural and  religious  meetings  are  be- 
ing allowed.  In  a  few  instances,  in 
higher  education,  members  of  both 
races  have  pursued  advanced  stud- 
ies and  research  in  the  same  class- 
rooms. This  so  clearly  reduces  the 
impossible  cost  of  a  "segregated  but 
equal"  educational  offering  that 
sheer  ne'cessity  will  presently  en- 
large this  practice. 

Americans  in  general  but  particu- 
larly those  who  reside  overseas  are 
delighted  at  this  progress.  They 
have  learned  that  the  people  around 
the  world  regard  our  isolation  of  the 
Negro  "into  his  proper  place"  not  as 
a  Southern  characteristic  but  rather 
as  one  of  the  total  outstanding  pe- 


culiarities of  America  as  a  whole. 

It  is  a  surprise  to  many  Americans 
thai  the  people  of  other  nations  do 
not  speak  as  much  about  our  irriga- 
tion dams,  our  surpluses,  or  our  sky- 
scrapers as  they  do  about  what 
seems  to  them  our  denial  of  Ameri- 
can freedoms  to  fifteen  per  cent  of 
our  citizens.  This  phase  of  Ameri- 
can life  is  played  up  greatly,  of 
course,  by  all  who  have  anti-Amer- 
ican feelings. 

America  will  never  be  able  to  of- 
fer real  leadership  to  three  fourths 
of  the  people  of  the  world,  including 
the  citizens  of  India,  China  and  the 
South  Pacific,  until  she  earns  for 
herself  a  different  reputation  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  her  non- 
white  citizens.  This  gives  Russia  a 
strong  propaganda  point  in  the  ideo- 
logical war  which  is  being  waged  in 
these  areas. 

These  are  reasons  why  we  must 
all  push  for  growth  and  progress  in 
the  American  dream  right  here  at 
home.  We  should  take  real  pride  in 
any  advances  we  can  make  in  these 
directions. 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  close  this 
editorial  without  a  final  paragraph. 

Recently,  the  members  of  the  food 
and  agricultural  organization  of  the 
UN  voted  to  move  their  headquar- 
ters from  New  York  to  Paris.  They 
voted  this  in  spite  of  the  delightful 
UN  buildings  which  are  being  com- 
pleted in  New  York.  The  basis  of 
their  action  was  the  easy  way  in 
which  Americans  exercise  slights 
and  cause  hurt  to  the  people  within 
our  borders  who  are  not  of  North 
European  origin  but  who  come  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  earth's  vast 
surface.  These  slights  they  felt  in 
"cosmopolitan  New  York"  and  its 
environs. 

It  is  helpful  to  remember  thai 
Peter  and  Paul  and  John  and  Mary 
and  Jesus  were  not  North  Europe- 
ans. Would  they  too  feel  slights  in 
America? 
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We  Meet  the  Brethren 


Kenneth  and  Clara  Li  K'an 


IT  IS  our  great  privilege  and 
opportunity  to  have  come  to 
America  to  visit  our  home 
churches  and  their  members  as 
well  as  to  learn  the  greatness  of 
this  country.  After  World  War 
II  the  friendship  between  Amer- 
ica and  China  became  close  and 
intimate,  and  the  Chinese  people 
heard  so  many  wonderful  things 
about  America  that  many  Chi- 
nese, especially  students,  feel 
their  study  incomplete  without 
visiting  and  studying  in  Ameri- 
ca for  some  time.  They  hear  of 
the  wealth,  the  abundance  of 
food  and  material,  the  scientific 
advances,  the  democratic  prac- 
tices, the  freedom  in  ways  of  liv- 
ing, the  happy  and  comfortable 
homes,  etc.  They  imagine  that 
America  must  be  a  wonderful 
place  and  American  people  are 
wonderful  people.  Some  of  them 
even  imagine  that  the  moon  in 
America  is  larger  and  brighter 
than  that  in  China.  So  for  the 
last  few  years  there  has  been  an 
America  rush.  We  consider  our- 
selves fortunate  to  be  able  to  be 
in  the  rush.  When  we  left  our 
home  in  Peiping,  some  of  our 
friends  said  to  our  three-year- 
old  boy,  Kelly:  "How  lucky  and 
fortunate  you  are  that  you  can 
go  to  America  at  such  an  early 
age." 

One  time  it  was  our  experi- 
ence to  meet  a  few  Chinese  stu- 
dents in  New  York  City.  It  was 
a  surprise  to  learn  that  some  of 
them  were  not  quite  happy  and 
were  a  little  bit  disappointed  in 
America.  After  further  inquiry 
it  was  found  out  that  the  reason 
for  their  unhappiness  and  disap- 
pointment was  that  they  had  not 
had   the    good   opportunities   to 
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Dr.  Kenneth  and  Clara  K'an  and  their  son,  KaLi 


meet  many  of  the  best  American 
people  and  they  did  not  have 
good  American  friends.  The 
kind  of  people  they  met  most 
were  those  on  the  street,  in  the 
buses,  in  the  apartments,  and  in 
the  offices. 

In  comparison  to  these  few 
students,  we  are  really  the  most 
fortunate  ones.  Our  experiences 
in  and  impressions  of  America 
so  far  are  happy,  precious,  en- 
couraging and  unforgettable 
ones.  We  are  lucky  that  we  have 
not  encountered  anything  disap- 
pointing or  unhappy.  The  only 
reason  for  the  difference  is  that 
we  are  among  the  Brethren  and 
they  are  not. 

The  thing  which  impresses  us 
most  is  the  spirit  of  brotherly 
love  among  the  members  of  the 


Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Amer- 
ica. Of  course,  we  have  been  re- 
ceived and  treated  well  by  our 
brethren  everywhere  we  go.  We 
appreciate  not  only  their  great 
hospitality  to  us,  but  also  we  can 
feel  the  earnestness,  sincerity 
and  brotherly  love  from  their 
eyes,  faces  and  hearts.  Among 
the  Brethren,  we  feel  at  home 
and  among  friends,  true  friends. 
In  China  we  have  an  old  saying: 
"Within  the  four  seas,  all  are 
brothers."  But  we  did  not  see  it 
until  we  came  to  America.  We 
are  very  much  impressed  by  the 
brotherly  love  of  our  brethren 
not  only  to  Brethren  but  also  to 
non-Brethren,  and  also  the  great 
brotherly  love  expressed  in  the 
deep  interests  and  generous  aid 
toward   those   in   other  nations 


who  are  underprivileged  and  in 
need.  We  met  a  Brethren  boy  of 
about  eight  or  nine,  of  a  not  very 
well-to-do  family;  he  has  given 
money  three  times  to  China  to 
help  the  Chinese  children,  five 
dollars  each  time  out  of  what  he 
had  saved  by  working.  We  found 
out  that  this  kind  of  spirit  is 
characteristic  of  our  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

Personally,  we  believe  that 
Christianity  with  emphasis  on 
brotherly  love  is  the  hope  and 
the  solution  for  the  world  today. 
All  the  people  today  are  trying 
to  find  a  solution  for  world  prob- 
lems. Many  think  that  a  few 
atomic  bombs  or  a  change  of  eco- 
nomic or  social  system  are  the 
solution.  Very  few  think  of 
Christian  love.  Many  think  of 
convincing  others  with  power 
rather  than  with  love.  We  do  not 
believe  in  the  power  system.  We 
believe  that  the  only  solution  for 
the  world  today  and  in  the  fu- 
ture is  Christian  love.  Not  any 
system,  principle  or  theory  with- 
out love  can  solve  the  human 
problem  fundamentally  or  make 
peace  among  people  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Many  cannot  advocate  Chris- 
tian love  although  they  know  it 
is  the  best  thing,  because  Chris- 
tian love  means  sacrifice,  pains- 
taking, and  suffering.  The  way 
of  love  is  a  very  difficult  and 
long  way,  but  it  is  the  surest 
way.  Politicians  want  to  sacri- 
fice others  to  save  themselves. 
Christian  love  means  to  sacrifice 
ourselves  to  save  others.  Jesus 
Christ  sacrificed  himself  in  order 
to  save  all  the  people  of  the 
world.  In  Christian  love,  and 
nothing  else,  we  can  have  a  hope 
for  eternal  peace  of  the  world. 

If  a  Chinese  family  can  live  to- 
gether for  several  generations 
they  are  very  proud.  At  one 
time,  there  was  one  family  which 
kept  living  together  peaceably 
and  happily  for  nine  generations. 
The  family  became  so  large  that 
they  had  to  use  a  Ting  (a  kind 
of  cooking  vessel,  about  four  to 
five  feet  high  and  three  to  six 


feet  in  diameter)  for  cooking  and 
to  sound  a  loud  brass  gong  to  an- 
nounce the  meal.  Even  the  dogs 
were  so  trained  that  if  one  dog 
was  late,  the  rest  would  not  start 
to  eat  until  they  were  all  there. 
When  the  emperor  heard  of  this 
he  was  surprised  and  asked  the 
head  of  the  family  what  was  the 
secret  for  keeping  such  a  big 
family  together  for  so  many  gen- 
erations. The  head  of  the  family 
said  that  the  only  secret  was  sim- 
ply patience  and  love.  The  em- 
peror honored  the  family  with  a 
monument. 

This  family  did  not  have  any 
particular  law  or  any  particular 
home  economic  system.  Patience 
and  love  were  enough.  With 
love  we  can  understand  one  an- 
other better,  we  can  see  the 
problems  and  facts  from  the  oth- 
er person's  point  of  view  and 
without  prejudice,  we  can  recog- 
nize our  faults  more  easily  and 
will  not  be  afraid  to  confess  and 
apologize,  and  thus  we  can  co- 
operate better  and  help  more. 
Then  we  are  ready  to  sacrifice 
our  possessions,  opinions  and 
point  of  view  in  order  to  help 
others.  There  will  be  no  misun- 
derstanding, no  prejudice,  no 
hatred  and  no  fear  among  peo- 
ple. 

Seeing  the  practice  of  the 
Christian  love  among  Brethren 
here  in  this  country,  our  faith 
'becomes  strengthened.  In  visit- 
ing our  brethren  in  America  we 
see  the  hope  and  possibility  of 
eternal  peace  and  happiness  for 
the  future  of  the  world.  We  have 
seen  and  met  what  the  other 
Chinese  students  missed.  They 
might  see  the  103  storied  Empire 
State  Building,  they  might  see 
the  Ford  motor  factory,  they 
might  see  the  the  ice-show  in  the 
Rockefeller  Center,  and  they 
might  see  many  other  wonderful 
things  in  America  but  they  will 
remain  disappointed  and  unhap- 
py if  they  do  not  see  and  meet 
the  most  wonderful  and  impor- 
tant thing — the  brotherly  love 
of  the  people  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  America. 


The  Sure  Way  of  Life 
Rebecca  Foutz 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

AS  IT  was  in  the  days  of 
Noah,"  ofttimes  serves  as  a 
springboard  for  a  speaker 
to  tell  of  dire  manifestations  pre- 
ceding "the  day  when  the  Son  of 
Man  is  revealed"   (Luke  17:30). 

This  seems  to  be  a  misconcep- 
tion of  what  Christ  says  in  Matt. 
24:37-39  and  Luke  17:26-29, 
which  latter  includes  the  time 
of  Lot.  For  marriage,  buying, 
selling,  planting,  building  and 
eating  and  drinking  are  the  nor- 
mal activities  of  life.  People 
were  doing  business  as  usual. 
But  wickedness  was  rampant. 
There  was  a  dearth  of  righteous 
living,  an  over-all  complacency 
about  sin.  (Are  we  moved  to  ac- 
tion by  the  great  evils  that 
threaten  our  land  and  the 
world?)  Warnings  were  un- 
heeded. Then  when  the  "cup" 
was  full  to  overflowing,  destruc- 
tion came  suddenly  amid  their 
daily  pursuits. 

The  lesson  is  that  the  days  and 
years  must  be  lived  for  Christ 
and  his  kingdom  if  there  is  not 
to  be  woe  at  the  end  (Rev.  6: 16) . 
For  no  matter  what  the  form  of 
the  final  consummation,  there 
will  not  be  time  to  prepare  for 
judgment  (Matt.  25:1-13). 

And,  after  all,  who  or  what 
else  is  more  worth  using  life  for 
(and  a  glorious  hereafter  is  also 
assured)  than  Christ  and  his 
cause?  The  only  real  satisfaction 
for  the  "hungers"  of  life  as  well 
as  help  for  its  needs,  are  found 
in  him  alone  and  the  redemption 
from  sin  that  he  offers. 

The  tragedy  is  that  this  true 
and  sure  way  of  life  is  still 
spurned  by  so  many  and  warn- 
ings continue  to  be  ignored. 


Our  Conference 
Offering,  May 
21,  will  help 
bring  light  into 
a     dark    world 
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THE  MODERATOR'S  COLUMN 


Charles  C.  Ellis 


Why  Do  We  Not  Observe  Pentecost? 


TO  THE  early  church  Easter 
was  not  the  end,  but  the 
beginning  of  the  most  im- 
portant period  of  church  ob- 
servance. This  period  was  not 
the  forty  days  preceding,  but 
the  fifty  days  following  Easter. 

The  Encyclopedia  Britannica 
says,  "In  the  early  church  the 
name  of  Pentecost  was  given  to 
the  whole  fifty  days  between 
Easter  and  Whitsunday,  which 
were  celebrated  as  a  period  of 
rejoicing.  .  .  .  There  is  plentiful 
evidence  that  the  festival  (of 
Pentecost)  was  regarded  very 
early  as  one  of  the  great  feasts." 

The  term  Whitsunday  came  to 
be  a  synonym  for  Pentecost  in 
the  Christian  church  because 
on  that  day  the  candidates  for 
baptism  were  clothed  in  white. 
It  is  an  interesting  fact  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  that,  beginning  in  1832, 
it  was  decided  that  Annual 
Meeting  "commence  on  Pente- 
cost." And  year  by  year,  for 
fifty  years  at  least,  the  appoint- 
ment for  the  succeeding  year 
indicated  either  Pentecost  or 
Whitsunday  as  the  time  of  meet- 
ing. A  request  came  in  1857  for 
a  change  of  time  "as  Whitsun- 
tide comes  too  early  some  sea- 
sons." But  the  answer  was,  "We 
judge  it  best  to  make  no  change 
in  the  time  of  our  Annual  Coun- 
cil." This  continued  to  be  the  at- 
titude until  well  into  modern 
times. 

Even  though  this  may  seem  to 
be  but  an  incidental  recognition, 
it  is  noteworthy  that  it  was  so 
long  continued,  and  that  Pente- 
cost evidently  did  have  a  sig- 
nificance in  the  thought  of  our 
older  brethren. 

To  change  the  time  of  Annual 
Conference  is  not  a  matter  of 
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great  moment,  but  to  lose  the 
significance  of  Pentecost  should 
be  to  us  all  a  matter  of  deep 
concern.  The  importance  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  cannot, 
of  course,  be  too  strongly 
stressed.  The  apostles  preached 
"Jesus  and  the  resurrection," 
but  they  did  so  "after  the  Holy 
Ghost  came  upon  them."  Indeed 
it  is  remarkable  that  with  the 
benefit  of  forty  days  of  personal 
instruction  from  the  Lord  before 
his  ascension,  the  disciples  were 
still  commanded  by  him  to  tarry 
for  the  Pentecost  gift  before  set- 
ting forth  on  their  mission.  This 
would  suggest  to  us  the  need  for 
the  empowering  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  if  we  are  today  to  do  the 
work  of  witnessing  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever, imply  that  we  need  to  tar- 
ry as  they  did,  if  we, recognize 
the  significance  of  what  occurred 
at  Pentecost.  Dr.  Charles  R. 
Erdman  sets  forth  a  truth  whose 
recognition  would  do  much  to 
turn  the  world  of  our  compla- 
cency "upside  down."  He  says: 
"We  need  to  be  reminded  that, 
in  a  true,  if  in  a  symbolic  sense, 
the  day  of  Pentecost  continues 
still.  We  are  living  in  that  priv- 
ileged, wondrous  day.  If  we 
yearn  for  more  spiritual  power, 
if  we  seek  for  more  fruitfulness 
in  our  service,  if  we  long  for 
more  loveliness  and  beauty  of 
character,  let  us  remember  that 
we  need  not  wait  for  redemption 
to  be  accomplished,  for  Christ  to 
be  glorified,  for  the  Spirit  to  be 
given.  We  are  not  bidden  to 
tarry  in  Jerusalem;  that  for 
which  the  disciples  waited  has 
been  accomplished.  The  day  of 
Pentecost  has  fully  come.  The 
same  Spirit,  by  the  same  mode 
of  operation,  using  the  same 
truth,  is  ready  through  .us  to 
manifest    Christ   in   pentecostal 


power,  if  we  are  ready  to  yield 
ourselves  wholly  to  him,  and  to 
trust  and  to  obey." 

Is  it  possible  that  our  silence 
upon  this  important  fact,  name- 
ly, the  reality  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  life  of  the  believer,  inde- 
pendent of  a  long  period  of  tar- 
rying and  agonizing,  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  growth  of  those 
sects  that  have  misinterpreted 
the  significance  of  the  fact  that 
Pentecost  still  continues? 

Has  our  failure  to  recognize 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  life  of  the  believer  and  in 
the  development  of  the  church 
caused  those  who  are  Christians 
to  forget  that  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  by  their  attitude  toward 
one  another?  Has  it  opened  the 
way  for  them  to  permit  differ- 
ences of  opinion  to  find  expres- 
sion in  bitterness  and  evil  speak- 
ing instead  of  the  kindliness 
which  for  Christ's  sake  has  been 
enjoined  upon  us  all  (Eph.  4: 
30-32)?  If  so,  the  loss  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  is  great  indeed, 


"When  the  day  of  Pentecost  had 
come,  they  were  all  together  in 
one  place.  And  suddenly  a  sound 
came  from  heaven  like  the  rush 
of  a  mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all 
the  house  where  they  were  sitting. 
And  there  appeared  to  them 
tongues  as  of  fire,  distributed  and 
resting  on  each  one  of  them.  And 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  began  to  speak  in  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them 
utterance" 


and  it  is  none  too  soon  for  all 
of  us  to  come  sincerely  to  the 
throne  of  grace  crying,  "Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart, 
try  me  and  know  my  thoughts; 
and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked 
way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the 
way  everlasting." 

The  pride  of  self-sufficiency 
even  in  our  religious  life  may 
hinder  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is  manifested  only 
through  the  humility  of  yielded- 
ness  to  his  control.  Sometimes 
the  effort  to  build  the  biggest 
church  in  town  obscures  the  fact 
that  the  only  temple  of  God  in 
our  world  today  is  the  personal- 
ity of  the  men  and  women  who 
have  dedicated  their  lives  to  Je- 
sus Christ  (1  Cor.  3:16).  If  a 
beautiful  and  commodious 
church  building  merely  brings 
satisfaction  to  those  who  are  at 
ease  in  Zion,  while  multitudes 
pass  by  outside  with  never  an 
invitation  to  enter  and  hear  the 
gospel,  if  the  money  given  to 
build  such  an  edifice  is  kept  back 
from  the  missionary  needs  of  the 
world,  then  it  is  clear  that  self- 
ishness and  not  sacrifice  has  mo- 
tivated the  endeavor,  and  that 
even  in  such  an  apparently 
worthy  project  men  have  taken 
counsel  of  their  own  judgment 
and  failed  to  defer  to  the  coun- 
sel of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Who  is 
responsible  if  there  are  men  and 
women  whose  names  are  on 
church  rolls  who  would  confess, 
"We  have  not  so  much  as  heard 
whether  there  be  any  Holy 
Ghost."  Is  it  because  Easter  to 
them  has  been  made  the  climax 
of  the  church  year,  and  the  mes- 
sage of  Pentecost  has  never 
reached  them? 

It  is  possible  that  here  we  may 
discover  one  key  to  the  "lost 
radiance"  of  our  Christianity. 
Are  we,  ministers  and  members 
alike,  humble  enough,  and  yield- 
ed enough,  to  use  this  key  to 
open  the  door  once  again  into 
the  glory  of  God's  sunshine  and 
blessing?  Can  any  of  us  be  con- 
tent with  a  treadmill  of  Chris- 
tian service  when  we  may  be 


swept  along  by  the  dynamic  of 
that  power  which  came  upon  the 
church  at  Pentecost — the  abid- 
ing gift  of  our  risen  and  ascend- 
ed Lord? 

Let  us  see  to  it  that  Pentecost 
time  does  not  pass  us  lightly  by. 


It  will  be  good  to  observe  Pente- 
cost, but  let  us  rather  appreciate 
this  great  gift  of  Pentecost  that 
we  may  be  daily  pleasing  to  him 
who  has  promised  his  abiding 
presence  even  to  the  end  of  the 
age. 


A  Plan  for  Evangelism 


I.  D.  Leatherman 

Brotherhood  Evangelist,  Elgin,  Illinois 


TO  MY  knowledge,  there  nev- 
er has  been  presented  a 
more  workable  plan  for 
evangelism  than  the  National 
Christian  Teaching  Mission. 
Since  we  are  facing  the  fact  that 
the  nonmember  does  not  attend 
the  evangelistic  meetings  any 
more,  we  feel  there  must  be 
something  more  done  than  we 
are  doing  to  reach  the  non-Chris- 
tian for  Christ.  The  mission  has 
an  answer  to  our  problem  be- 
cause it  really  fits  the  Brethren 
type  of  life  and  belief.  Fellow- 
ship visitation  evangelism  used 
in  connection  with  a  preaching 
mission  might  be  the  answer. 

It  would  be  well  if  every  con- 
gregation in  our  great  Brother- 
hood could  participate  in  one  of 
these  missions.  There  are  many 
of  our  congregations  which  re- 
ally desire  a  great  evangelistic 
experience  but  are  not  situated 
so  as  to  share  in  an  interdenomi- 
national mission.  We  have  had 
some  experience  in  adapting  the 
mission  to  such  Brethren 
churches. 

There  should  be  a  guest  leader 
chosen  to  work  with  the  local 
pastor  and  church  during  the 
mission.  It  would  be  advanta- 
geous if  he  had  experience  as  a 
guest  leader  in  one  of  the  na- 
tional missions.  The  local  pastor 
would  appreciate  help  and  coun- 
sel. 

There  are  two  ways,  at  least, 
by  which  this  adaptation  could 
be  worked  successfully:     (1)    a 


teaching  and  preaching  mission 
and  (2)  a  teaching  mission.  The 
teaching  and  preaching  mission^ 
would  cover  twelve  days,. 
Wednesday  through  the  second 
Sunday  evening.  The  teaching, 
mission  would  cover  eight  days,, 
Wednesday  through  Wednesday, 
We  offer  the  following  sugges- 
tive outline: 

On  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
the  host  pastor  would  select,  if 
he  had  not  already  done  so,  three 
groups  of  people  (there  might 
be  some  duplicates) : 

(1)  A  group  to  make  a  "self- 
study."  This  group  should  repre- 
sent every  board,  committee,  or- 
ganization, class  and  department 
of  the  church  and  church  school, 
every  work  and  social  club,  etc. 
Each  group  should  be  represent- 
ed by  not  less  than  three,  and  not 
more  than  five.  The  function  of 
this  group  is  to  make  a  self- 
study  of  their  own  department, 
seeking  for  the  evangelistic  po- 
tential. The  summary  will  show 
the  whole  picture. 

(2)  A  group  of  visitors  num- 
bering approximately  fifteen  per 
cent  of  the  total  membership  of 
the  church  to  make  a  "com- 
munity census  survey." 

(3)  A  group  of  visitors,  num- 
bering two  to  every  three  fami- 
lies to  be  visited,  known  as  the 
"fellowship  visitation  group." 

The  guest  minister  and  the 
host  pastor  should  work  out  in 
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detail  the  census  setup.  The 
canvass  should  be  made  of  every 
family  in  the  community.  This 
canvass  should  be  more  ade- 
quately done  if  all  the  denomina- 
tional churches  in  the  communi- 
ty would  join  in  the  census  tak- 
ing. If  this  is  impossible,  secure 
as  many  churches  as  will  partic- 
ipate. If  it  should  develop  that 
the  local  congregation  need 
make  the  census  canvass  alone, 
the  most  promising  area  should 
be  chosen  and  blocked  off  for  the 
visiting  teams.  A  detailed  map 
of  the  area  should  be  made.  Sec- 
tional cards  should  be  made  for 
each  visiting  team.  There  should 
be  census  captains  chosen,  one 
for  every  hundred  calls  to  be 
made.  Six  teams  will  work  un- 
der each  captain's  directions. 

On  Wednesday  evening  there 
should  be  a  sermon  by  the  guest 
minister  to  the  whole  congrega- 
tion. 

Showing  of  the  picture,  Bring- 
ing Christ  to  the  Home,  could  be 
done  on  Thursday  evening. 

The  guest  minister  would  di- 
rect selected  group  in  the  self- 
study  on  Friday  evening.  The 
purpose  of  the  study  is  to  find 
the  evangelistic  potential.  This 
is  usually  a  great  and  surprising 
discovery.  Brethren  people  are 
noticeably  strong  in  fellowship 
and  too  often  weak  in  evange- 
lism. An  analysis  of  the  sum- 
mary of  this  study  tells  pretty 
well  the  true  situation.  Once  the 
fact  is  revealed  it  has  the  ten- 
dency to  arouse  group  enthusi- 
asm to  use  their  strongest  point, 
fellowship,  in  a  more  useful  way, 
in  fellowship  visitation  evange- 
lism. 

Saturday  evening  should  be 
given  to  appraising  the  self- 
study  chart  made  the  night  be- 
fore, also  to  the  training  of  cap- 
tains and  team  census  visitors 
who  will  function  on  Sunday 
afternoon. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  guest 
minister  will  preach,  interpret- 
ing the  purpose  of  the  mission 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Hosea  Reveals  God's  Forgiving  Love 
Hosea 


Learning  About  God 

Hosea  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
prophets  to  give  us  an  understand- 
ing of  God  which  leaned  in  the 
direction  of  Jesus'  more  complete 
revelation  of  him  some  centuries 
later.  Up  until  this  time,  God  had 
been  pictured  by  the  prophets  as 
a  warring,  stern  God.  Amos  had 
said  that  he  held  a  plumb  line.  And 
when  his  people  got  out  of  plumb, 
he  destroyed  them  and  built  again. 
Hosea,  however,  presented  him  as 
a  Father  who  says,  "When  Israel 
was  a  child,  then  I  loved  him,  and 
called  my  son  out  of  Egypt." 

There  are  many  in  Christendom 
who  have  not  learned  much  about 
Hosea's  God.  They  still  hold  to  the 
older  understanding  of  God  which 
the  beginning  writers  in  the  Old 
Testament  presented.  The  picture  of 
God  is  not  complete  unless  it  is 
followed  on  down  through  Hosea 
and  into  the  New  Testament.  Jesus 
gave  it  full  completeness  when  he 
said,  "God  is  love." 


Repentance  and  forgiveness 

Hosea  taught  the  people  of  Israel 
that  if  they  were  willing  to  repent 
and  come  back  to  the  Father  God, 
then  he  would  not  destroy  them  but 
would  forgive  them  and  strengthen 
them.  God  had  said  to  Hosea,  "I 
am  God  and  not  man.  I  will  not 
execute  the  fierceness  of  my  anger." 

The  complete  way  in  which  God 
was  able  to  forgive  was  not  revealed 
until  he  suffered  through  his  own 
Son  for  those  who  had  been  dis- 
obedient and  unlovely. 
Suffering  has  a  place 

Hosea  was  able  to  understand  God 
more  completely  because  he,  him- 
self, had  suffered.  His  heart  had 
been  broken  by  his  wife's  unfaith- 
fulness. Yet,  instead  of  casting  her 
off,  he  had  tried  to  bring  her  back 
into  upright  living.  Apparently,  he 
had  been  able  to  do  it,  and  out  of 
his  experience  had  learned  much. 

That  man  who  has  suffered  can 
minister  to  God's  other  children 
better. 
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and  its  future  objectives. 

Dinner  will  be  served  to  the 
census  visitors  Sunday  noon  at 
the  church.  A  final  word  of  in- 
struction is  given  by  the  guest 
minister,  each  team  receives  its 
material  and  assignments  (ap- 
proximately twenty  families  to 
each  team),  and  then  following 
devotions  the  visitors  are  sent 
forth.  They  will  return  their 
cards  to  the  church  so  a  sum- 
mary can  be  made  by  the  cap- 
tains. Call  backs  should  be  made 
to  those  not  at  home  on  Sunday. 
The  guest  minister  preaches 
again  on  Sunday  evening. 

On  Monday  evening  the  third 
group  of  visitors,  mentioned  be- 
fore, will  meet  at  the  church  to 
be  trained  and  organized  for  the 
fellowship  visitation  to  be  made 
on  Tuesday  evening. 

During  the  day  on  Tuesday, 
the  pastor  and  the  guest  minister 
will  form  the  responsibility  list 
from  the  returned  census  cards 
with  names  listed  from  other 
sources.  They  should  assign  vis- 


itors to  those  of  similar  age,  in- 
terest and  relationship. 

Supper  will  be  served  at  the 
church  for  fellowship  visitors  on 
Tuesday  evening.  Each  team 
will  receive  its  assignment,  an 
average  of  three  families,  and 
cards  announcing  the  services 
to  be  held  Wednesday  through 
Sunday  evening.  The  card 
should  be  left  with  the  family 
visited,  with  a  warm  invitation 
to  attend  the  services.  This  is 
to  be  done  in  a  casual  manner 
since  this  visit  is  purely  social. 
The  object  is  to  become  better 
acquainted.  The  visitors  should 
return  the  assignment  cards  to 
the  church  with  any  information 
or  notation. 

From  Wednesday  evening 
through  Sunday  evening,  there 
should  be  evangelistic  preaching 
by  the  guest  minister.  On  the 
last  Sunday  afternoon  of  the 
mission,  the  congregation  should 
be  called  together;  at  this  time 
the  guest  minister  will  give  his 
final  report  of  the  mission  and  a 


suggestive  program  of  enlarge- 
ment. Discussion  of  the  report 
and  the  suggested  enlargement 
program  should  be  entered  into 
freely. 

An  evangelistic  commission  of 
five  should  be  selected  by  the 
church  in  the  regular  way  to 
carry  on  the  future  work  of  the 
mission.  Perhaps  the  ministerial 
committee  should  be  a  part  of 
this  commission.  A  goal  or  fu- 
ture time  should  be  decided  upon 
for  a  great  ingathering  of  souls. 
It  should  be  at  least  five  or  six 
months  after  the  mission  closes 
—  Palm  Sunday,  Easter,  new 
membership  day,  decision  day, 
or  the  Sunday  before  commun- 
ion, etc. 

During  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  months  after  the  mission 
closes,  special  interest  visitation 
should  be  made,  as  occasions  or 
interest  arises,  to  all  whose 
names  are  on  the  responsibility 
list.  These  visits  should  be  made 
by  individuals  of  the  same  age 
and  interests.  The  purpose  of 
this  visit  is  to  invite,  make  a  date 
or  appointment  with  the  one  vis- 
ited to  attend  with  the  visitor 
some  function  of  the  church  or 
church  school  or  organization  in 
which  he  would  be  interested. 

Sometime  during  the  fifth  or 
sixth  month  after  the  mission,  a 
group  of  visitors  trained  by  the 
pastor  should  be  sent  out  to  in- 
dividuals or  families,  who  have 
been  cultivated  as  suggested 
above,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
helping  them  make  their  com- 
mitment to  Christ  and  to  be  re- 
ceived into  church  membership 
on  the  appointed  Sunday  by  bap- 
tism, confession  of  faith  or  by 
letter. 

This  mission  as  explained 
above  can  be  effectively  worked 
out  without  the  preaching  mis- 
sion, if  desired.  The  guest  lead- 
er's report  and  suggestive  en- 
largement program  can  be  given 
on  the  last  Wednesday  evening 
instead  of  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  details  of  the  adapted  mis- 
sion would  differ  in  some  situa- 
tions, to  meet  local  needs. 


Brethren,  but  Ecumenical 


Last  year  Harold  Fey  of  the  Christian  Century  attended  the  Ocean 
Grove  Conference  and  then  wrote  the  following  appraisal  of  the  Con- 
ference and  the  Brethren.    Now  that  another  Conference  is  at  hand 
we  thought  that  Mr.  Fey's  article  would  be  of  interest 


BUSLOADS  of  Brethren  are 
still  arriving  at  this  seaside 
town  for  the  climax  of  the 
163rd  recorded  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, which  comes  tomorrow.  An 
hour  ago  the  820  delegates  fin- 
ished the  business  meeting  of 
this  denomination  of  200,000. 
But  nobody  will  think  of  leav- 
ing before  the  Conference  is 
concluded  with  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning service  which  sends  mis- 
sionary candidates  out  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  Delegates 
bring  their  families  to  this  meet- 
ing. Thousands  of  others  flock  to 
attend  at  least  part  of  its  five 
days  of  visiting,  listening  to  ser- 
mons and  speeches,  discussion  of 
business  (including  the  business 
of  arranging  "calls"  for  ministers 
to  come  or  go),  and  taking  part 
in  some  of  the  most  inspiring 
convention  singing  this  genera- 
tion will  ever  hear. 

Quiet  happiness  marks  the  de- 
meanor of  these  "plain  people," 
and  their  Annual  Conference  is 
the  happiest  time  of  the  year. 
If  a  frontier  camp  meeting  was 
ever  held  without  frenzy  or  hys- 
teria, it  was  like  this.  For  many 
years  this  gathering  of  "Dunk- 
ers"  was  the  largest  religious 
meeting  held  annually  in  this 
country.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  probably  the 
largest  now,  and  since  its  mem- 
bership is  thirty  times  as  numer- 
ous, it  will  probably  maintain 
that  distinction.  But  it  could 
profitably  take  a  leaf  or  two  from 
the  Brethren  book.  These  peo- 
ple, who  are  also  Baptists,  dele- 
gate their  business  to  officially 
appointed  representatives  of 
their    congregations.      They    do 


not  pretend  that  mass  meetings 
of  10,000  or  more  persons  are 
democratic  deliberative  bodies. 
They  also  have  a  well-organized 
central  board  which  is  answer- 
able to  the  entire  church  and 
which  is  not  permitted  to  act  ir- 
responsibly under  the  guise  of 
preserving  congregational  auton- 
omy. 

One  mark  distinguishing  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  from 
other  Baptists  is  that  since  the 
denomination  was  started  in 
Germany,  soon  after  1700,  can- 
didates for  membership  are  im- 
mersed three  times  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  three  persons  in  the 
Trinity.  Another  mark  is  their 
emphasis  on  pacifism,  simplicity 
of  attire,  temperance  and  other 
practices  which  link  them  with 
the  Anabaptists  of  an  earlier 
day.  This  1949  meeting  indicates 
that  the  revolutionary  doctrines 
which  filled  the  bourgeoisie  of 
the  16th  and  17th  centuries  with 
a  hatred  and  horror  that  today 
are  reserved  for  bolshevism  are 
far  from  dead.  The  memories  of 
the  frightful  persecution  which 
drove  their  ancestors  from  Eu- 
rope after  1719  still  live  in  Breth- 
ren minds,  although  their  atti- 
tude toward  that  continent  is 
being  substantially  changed 
through  the  work  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission. 

Like  the  Quakers  and  Men- 
nonites,  this  "peace  church"  has 
emerged  from  the  isolation 
which  characterized  its  first  two 
centuries  into  a  place  of  honor 
in  American  Protestantism.  Of 
the  three,  the  Brethren  have 
more  of  the  characteristics  of  a 
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church.  They  are,  therefore, 
probably  more  deeply  interest- 
ed in  the  ecumenical  movement 
than  either  of  the  others.  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  a 
member  of  the  Federal  and 
World  councils  of  churches.  Per- 
haps the  most  important  action 
of  this  Conference  was  its  deci- 
sion to  propose  to  all  Brethren 
bodies  that  they  join  in  organic 
union.  In  recent  years,  co-oper- 
ation has  been  growing  so  that 
this  meeting  had  solid  ground 
for  hope  that  the  breaches  made 
seventy-five  years  ago  can  be 
closed.  The  merger  might  in- 
clude the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, the  Brethren  Church  (which 
is  also  called  the  "Progressive 
Bunkers"),  the  "Grace"  and 
"Old  Order  Brethren"  and  pos- 
sibly two  other  groups.  If  all 
these  unite,  the  total  member- 
ship would  be  around  250,000. 

The  Conference  placed  its 
stamp  of  approval  on  the  pro- 
posed amalgamation  of  the  Prot- 
estant interchurch  agencies  of 
the  United  States.  It  received  re- 
ports from  its  delegation  to  the 
Amsterdam  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  and  from  the  rep- 
resentative it  now  maintains  in 
Geneva.  It  voted  a  substantial 
sum  for  the  use  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary,  Chicago,  which 
trains  Mennonite  as  well  as 
Brethren  ministers.  Both  these 
communions  are  slowly  turning 
from  exclusive  dependence  upon 
untrained  lay  leadership  to  the 
employment  of  a  full-time  and 
educated  ministry.  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  with  1,023  con- 
gregations, has  on  its  roll  392 
full-time  and  394  part-time  pas- 
tors. A  commission  reporting 
here  emphasized  that  the  de- 
mand for  ministers  is  greater 
than  the  supply.  It  advocated 
higher  salaries,  since  "our  sala- 
ries generally  fall  below  most 
other  denominations."  Like  all 
the  smaller  denominations,  this 
church  finds  its  obligation  to  pro- 
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vide  old-age  security  for  its  em- 
ployees a  great  problem.  The 
Brethren  pension  board,  now 
six  years  old,  is  able  to  offer  re- 
tired ministers  a  minimum 
monthly  pension  of  only  $10. 

Brethren  contributions  to 
Christian  work  outside  the  local 
congregations  are  now  three 
times  as  great  as  they  were  be- 
fore the  recent  war.  An  impor- 
tant factor  in  this  increase  is  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  membership 
for  the  work  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission.   This  body 

Our  Gracious  Lord 
John  W.  Lear 

La   Verne,    California 

Christ  lived  as  none  before  or 
since. 

My  Savior,  Lord  and  King. 
His  eyes  reflected  purity. 
His  acts  extolled  sincerity. 
His  mind  o'erflowed  with  charity. 

He  lived  a  royal  Prince. 

Christ  loved  with  tenderness  sub- 
lime. 
The  Savior  of  the  lost. 

He  stopped  to  help  men  right  their 
wrongs. 

He  opened  eyes  and  loosened 
tongues. 

He  filled  sad  hearts  with  cheerful 
songs. 
His  was  a  love  divine. 

He  suffered  on  a  cruel  tree. 
This  Son  of  God  and  man. 
The  Judas'  supper  scene  he  met. 
The  agonizing  garden  sweat. 
The  court  with  deep  injustice  set 
Pointed  toward  Calvary. 

He  triumphed  over  death  and  helL 

The  risen  Lord  of  life. 
The  women  met  him  at  the  tomb. 
The  "eleven"  in  the  upper  room. 
He  blessed  them  all  and  left  for 
home. 

At  God's  right  hand  to  dwell. 

"I'll  come  again,"  they  heard  him 
say. 
The  ever-living  Lord. 
His  own  will  shout  and  praise  his 

name; 
The  judgment  will  confirm  his 

claim. 
For  righteousness  will  be  his  reign 
Forever  and  for  aye. 


was  founded  during  the  First 
World  War  and  then  allowed  to 
lapse — a  decision  which  came  to 
be  generally  regarded  as  a  mis- 
take, in  view  of  the  achieve- 
ments during  the  "long  armi- 
stice" of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.  When  the 
second  war  came,  the  commis- 
sion was  resurrected.  It  raised 
near  $2  million  for  support  of 
thousands  of  young  Brethren  and 
other  pacifists  in  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps.  Through  the  sup- 
port of  conscientious  objectors  it 
got  started  on  a  remarkable  min- 
istry which  is  being  continued. 
Next  year  it  will  have  a  budget 
of  more  than  $300,000,  which  is 
larger  than  the  sum  allocated  to 
any  other  Brethren  activity,  in- 
cluding home  and  foreign  mis- 
sions. 

One  of  the  service  commis- 
sion's main  assignments  is  social 
education.  It  carries  on  exten-' 
sive  education  for  peace  through 
publications,  peace  institutes, 
caravans  and  seminars.  It  also 
maintains  a  program  of  social 
action.  Last  year  it  supervised 
the  training  and  full-time  serv- 
ice of  forty  -  nine  volunteers. 
They  are  working  now  in  mi- 
grant labor  camps  in  Florida,  in 
service  projects  in  Puerto  Rico, 
Texas,  Maryland  and  Indiana,  in 
peace  caravans  in  four  regions, 
in  community  rehabilitation 
projects  in  two  cities,  and  in 
year  -  round  institutional  serv- 
ice in  two  hospitals  for  the 
mentally  ill.  Meanwhile  the 
commission  organizes  church- 
wide  action  in  opposition  to 
universal  military  training  and 
the  continuation  of  peace  -  time 
conscription.  .  It  also  syste- 
matically counsels  young  Breth- 
ren who  find  the  draft  blowing 
on  the  back  of  their  necks,  and  is 
currently  trying  to  find  a  way  in 
which  this  all-white  church  can 
do  something  constructive  on  the 
race  issue  at  Swan  Lake,  Missis- 
sippi. 

Abroad,     the     service      com- 
mission  is   helping   the   Volks- 


deutsche  in  Austria,  working 
with  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  CRALOG 
in  Germany  and  attempting  ag- 
ricultural education  in  Poland. 
It  maintains  a  rural  rehabilita- 
tion project  is  China  and  has 
four  workers  in  Venezuela.  An 
outstanding  contribution  of  the 
commission  has  been  its  launch- 
ing and  continued  support  of  the 
famous  heifer  project,  which  in 
1948  sent  768  heifers  to  Italy 
and  160  to  Poland,  plus  2,000 
milch  goats  to  Japan.  It  started 
and  helps  maintain  processing 
centers  for  Church  World  Serv- 
ice at  New  Windsor,  Maryland, 
and  Nappanee,  Indiana,  where 
relief  goods  valued  at  $3.8  mil- 
lion were  processed  during  the 
past  year. 

Considering  the  German  Bap- 
tist background  of  this  denom- 
ination, one  of  its  most  surprising 
features  is  the  way  it  has  man- 
aged to  combine  local  church 
autonomy  with  representative 
district,  regional  and  national 
organization.  The  church  is  di- 
vided into  forty-nine  districts 
which  have  committees  directly 
related  to  the  churches.  The 
five  regions  each  have  responsi- 
bility for  a  Brethren  college  and 
for  the  promotion  of  the  general 
program.  Nationally,  the  work 
of  the  denomination  centers  in 
what  is  called  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  of  twenty-five  peo- 
ple who  are  elected  by  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Annual  Conference. 
The  1949  Yearbook  states  that 
this  board  "is  responsible  for  all 
major  policy.  It  employs  all  per- 
sonnel and  determines  the  total 
budget  and  the  amount  which 
goes  to  each  commission  and 
agency  within  the  board."  The 
board  is  divided  into  five  com- 
missions —  foreign  missions, 
Christian     education,     ministry 


Our  Conference 
Offering,  May 
21,  will  help 
bring  light  into 
a     dark     world 


Request  for  Conference  Lodging  in  Downtown  Hotels 

(Rates  for  rooms  in  the  Pantlind  or  other  downtown  Grand  Rapids  hotels  begin  at 
$3.50  for  single  with  bath;  $4.50  for  double  with  bath;  $6.50  for  twin  beds  with  bath. 
Extra  beds  in  rooms  at  rates  ranging  from  $12.00  for  three  persons  to  $18.00  for  eight. 
This  blank  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Brunette  of  the  Pantlind  Hotel.  Accommodations  else- 
where than  in  downtown  hotels  should  be  requested  from  the  Grand  Rapids  Convention 
Bureau.) 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Brunette.  Pantlind  Hotel,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Please  make  room  reservations  in  the  Pantlind  or  other  downtown  hotels 

for person(s)  attending  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Conference,  June 

13-18. 

We  will  need  room(s)  with  bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

room(s)  with  bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

We  plan  to  arrive  on  (date)  and  to  leave  on  (date)  

Daily  rate  preferred  $ Remarks  

Name      

Street  or  Route  

City  Zone  State  


and  home  missions,  service,  and 
finance.  Its  officers,  the  chair- 
men of  the  five  commissions  and 
the  general  secretary  of  the  gen- 
eral board  constitute  the  execu- 
tive committee  which  acts  in  be- 
half of  the  board  between  meet- 
ings. 

This  arrangement  leaves  room 
for  Christian  initiative  at  all 
levels,  yet  it  makes  possible  an 
impressive  degree  of  unity  in 
action.  Its  democratic  character 
preserves  the  self-respect  of  the 
church  member  and  the  auton- 
omy of  the  congregations,  yet  it 
involves  them  in  the  larger  life 
of  the  denomination  in  the  dis- 
trict, regional,  national  and 
world  communities. 

So,  in  spite  of  some  inhibitions 
which  are  a  heritage  from  the 
past,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  emerging  from  two  centuries 
of  self-imposed  isolation  better 
prepared  to  understand  and  to 
minister  to  the  most  pressing 
needs  of  the  contemporary  world 
than  many  denominations  which 
have  a  different  and  in  some  re- 
spects a  more  promising  history. 
Its  contribution  to  American 
Protestantism  and  to  the  world 
ecumenical  movement  is  likely 
to  be  out  of  all  proportion  to  its 
size.  And  what  is  true  of  this 
small  denomination  may  well  be 


true  of  others  which  are  begin- 
ning to  see  that  "we  are  respon- 
sible for  one  another." 

Used     by     permission     of     the     Christian 
Century 

Conference  Business 

Old  Business 
Study  of  Membership  Basis 

Many  of  our  congregations  are 
being  called  upon  to  serve  all  of 
the  evangelical  Christians  within 
given  communities,  and  through 
comity  agreements  it  is  understood 
that  other  denominations  will  not 
serve  these  same  communities. 
Within  these  areas,  and  even  other 
areas  where  comity  does  not  obtain, 
there  are  many  conscientious  Chris- 
tians who  desire  full  fellowship  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Inasmuch  as  our  congregations 
are  meeting  these  situations  in  vari- 
ous ways,  some  not  receiving  them 
at  all,  others  receiving  them  as  as- 
sociate members,  and  still  others  as 
members  in  full  standing,  we,  the 
La  Verne  church,  petition  Annual 
Conference  through  the  District  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  study  this 
problem  thoroughly  and  to  make 
recommendations  in  order  that  we 
may  move  forward  more  effectively 
in  the  fields  of  evangelism  and  home 
missions. 

Passed  by  La  Verne  Council,  Aug. 
4,  1948. 

H.  M.  Brubaker,  Elder. 
Bertram  A.  Betts,  Clerk. 
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Answer      of      District      Meeting: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 
Norman  J.  Baugher,  Moderator. 
Jesse  Brandt,  Secretary. 
Answer:     Request    granted.     Re- 
ferred   to    committee:     Charles    E. 
Zunkel      (convener),      Norman      J. 
Baugher,   Rufus    P.    Bucher,    H.    L. 
Hartsough,  J.  W.  Lear. 

REPORT  ON  BASIS  OF 
MEMBERSHIP 

I.  The  Scriptural  Basis  for  Church 

Membership 

1.  Faith  in  God's  grace  through 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Spirit. 
Rom.  5:1;  10:9-10;  Gal.  8:16. 

2.  Repentance  from  all  known  sin 
and  commitment  of  the  life  to  God. 
Matt.  3:2;  Luke  24:46-47;  Acts 
17:  30-31. 

3.  Recognition  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  the  one  and  only  power  in  the 
life,  making  possible  the  new  life 
in  Christ  Jesus.  Acts  2: 38;  Rom. 
14: 17. 

4.  Baptism  as  a  sacrament  or 
symbol  which  should  be  recognized 
by  the  believer  as  a  death  to  and 
burial  of  sin  and  a  resurrection  to 
a  new  life  in  Christ  Jesus.  Matt. 
16: 16;  Acts  2:  38;  22: 16. 

II.  Some  Practical  Issues  of  Church 

Membership 

We  believe  that  in  church  mem- 
bership the  chief  emphasis  should 
be  placed  upon  faith  in  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  in  repentance  from  all 
known  sin  and  full  commitment  of 
the  life  to  God,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  believer's 
life. 

However,  in  the  matter  of  mem- 
bership as  it  relates  to  baptism,  we 
suggest: 

1.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
shall  continue  to  teach  and  practice 
trine  immersion  as  the  method  for 
receiving  those  who  by  faith  and  re- 
pentance desire  to  come  into  her  fel- 
lowship. 2.  These  desiring  member- 
ship in  our  church  from  other  de- 
nominations, whose  baptism  has 
been  other  than  trine  immersion, 
who  are  satisfied  that  through  their 
baptism  they  have  received  forgive- 
ness of  all  sin  and  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whose  repentance,  con- 
fession of  faith,  and  the  manner  of 
life  give  every  evidence  of  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  (Gal.  5:22,  23),  who 
come  with  a  letter  of  recommenda- 

Have  you  sent  in  your  reserva- 
tion for  lodging  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence? See  page  16  of  the  May  6 
issue  and  page  13  of  this  one  for 
applications  forms. 
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tion  from  an  evangelical  denomina- 
tion, we  recommend  as  follows: 

a.  That  Annual  Conference  make 
no  ruling  governing  such  cases. 

b.  That  each  such  case  shall  be 
handled  by  the  local  congregation 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  would  direct,  al- 
ways being  concerned  for  harmony 
in   the   congregation. 

Committee:  Norman  J.  Baugher, 
Rufus  P.  Bucher,  H.  L.  Hartsough 
(unable  to  meet,  but  concurring  in 
answer),  J.  W.  Lear,  Charles  E. 
Zunkel   (convener). 

Membership  Transfer 

On  the  study  of  membership 
transfer  the  above  committee  re- 
ports progress  and  hopes  to  make  a 
final  report  next  year. 

Queries 

Procedure  in  Calling  a  Pastor 

From  the  elders'  body  to  the  dis- 
trict conference  at  Woodbury,  Pa., 
Oct.  18-20,  1949: 

A  congregation  shall  consult  with 
the  district  mission-ministerial 
board  for  its  approval  before  calling 
a  pastor.  The  congregation  shall 
have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  dis- 
trict elders  in  case  of  an  unfavorable 
decision  by  the  district  mission- 
ministerial  board.  It  is  contrary  to 
the  practice  and  policy  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  to  call  as 
a  pastor  one  who  is  not  ordained  by 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  or  one 
who  is  under  discipline  by  said 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Answer  of  District  Conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

C.  L.  Cox,  Clerk. 

Pastoral  Care  of  Rural  Churches 

1.  Because  the  rural  church  is  im- 
portant in  the  life  of  the  Brother- 
hood, 

2.  Because  many  of  our  rural 
churches  are  small  in  the  number 
of  members  and  cannot  afford  full- 
time  pastoral  care, 

3.  Because  many  small  rural 
churches  are  without  resident  min- 
isterial help  and  the  present  outlook 
offers  little  hope  for  improvement, 

4.  Because  the  small  rural  church 
demands  specialized  leadership 
adapted  to  rural  conditions  which 
are  usually  quite  different  from  that 
of  our  larger  rural  and  urban 
churches, 

5.  Because  there  is  evidence  that 
the  rural  church  and  its  setting  de- 
serve more  intelligent  understand- 
ing, genuine  appreciation  and  ex- 
alted promotion  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  than  it  now  receives: 

We,  the  ministerial  board  of  the 


Second  District  of  Virginia,  petition 
Annual  Conference  through  the  dis- 
trict conference  of  the  Second  Dis- 
trict of  Virginia  to  provide  a 
thorough  study  of  this  matter.  The 
findings  of  this  report  should  in- 
dicate with  factual  data  the  im- 
portance and  health  of  our  rural 
churches  in  the  Brotherhood  and 
the  present  situation  and  outlook 
as  to  pastoral  care.  It  might  include 
suggestions  for  enlisting  ministers 
for  service  in  rural  areas,  propose 
programs  for  support,  partial  or  full 
time,  whereby  the  local  church 
might  secure  resident  ministerial 
care;  suggest  ways  and  means  by 
which  our  colleges  and  seminary 
might  more  adequately  promote  this 
emphasis;  and  such  other  points  as 
may  seem  pertinent  in  order  that 
the  church  might  move  toward  the 
solution  of  this  problem. 

Boyd  E.  Cupp,  Secretary. 
Answer    of    District    Conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Advisory  Office  in  Washington 

"Whereas,  there  are  oftentimes 
occasions  when  we  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  need  immediate, 
true  and  unbiased  information  from 
our  national  capital;  when  the 
church  needs  help  and  guidance  in 
applying  Christian  understanding 
and  action  on  certain  important  is- 
sues; and  when  our  congressional 
representatives  need  and  desire  the 
voice  of  the  church  on  important 
issues,  we,  the  Mill  Creek  congrega- 
tion, therefore,  through  the  district 
conference  of  Northern  Virginia,  re- 
quest the  Annual  Conference  of  1950 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  our 
denomination's  maintaining  an  ad- 
visory office  in  Washington  on  part 
or  full  time,  similar  to  that  of  other 
denominations,  as  a  service  both  to 
Washington  and  to  us." 

C.  E.  Long,  Elder. 
Everette  F.  Smith,  Clerk. 
Answer  of  the  Northern  District 
Conference:  Accepted  and  passed  to 
the  Annual  Conference  of  1950. 

Paul    H.    Bowman,    Moderator. 

Joseph  W.  Miller,   Clerk. 

Delegates  to  Annual  Conference 

Because  representation  at  the  An- 
nual Conference  is  now  on  a  strictly 
membership  basis,  and  because  some 
churches  now  send  too  many  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference  while 
others  do  not  send  as  many  as  the 
number  to  which  they  are  entitled, 

Therefore,  we,  the  First  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  through  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Virginia  respectfully  request 
Annual  Conference  to  say  that  the 
latest   Yearbook    membership   shall 


be  used  as  the  basis  for  elected  dele- 
gates to  the  Annual  Conference. 

(See  Annual  Conference  Minutes, 
1947,  p.  6.) 

Lillian   Martin,    Clerk. 
J.  S.  Showalter,  Elder. 
The  delegate  body  voted  to  pass 
this    petition     on    to    the    Annual 
Conference. 

O.  S.  Garver,  Moderator. 
D.  H.  Miller,  Clerk. 

Equalization  of  Pastors'  Salaries 

Because  we  believe  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  Christian  brotherhood 
should  operate  more  definitely  in 
the  area  of  church-pastor  relation- 
ships, we,  the  District  of  Oregon, 
assembled  in  district  conference  at 
Portland,  Oct.  27-30,  1949,  petition 
Annual  Conference  through  the 
Standing  Committee  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  by  the  Ministry 
and  Home  Mission  Commission  to 
make  a  study  of  a  possible  plan  for 
the  equalization  of  pastors'  salaries 
throughout  the  Brotherhood. 

Homer  D.   Kimmel,   Moderator. 

Mrs.  Gladys  Faw,  Writing  Clerk. 

New  Business 

Solicitation  of  Funds  by  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
recommends  to  Annual  Conference 
of  1950  that  it  consider  favorably 
the  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  that 
they  be  given  permission  to  solicit 
funds  for  memorial  windows  which 
are  to  be  placed  in  the  new  chapel. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.   K.    Zeller,   Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

The  adviser  of  our  CBYF  has  just 
finished  a  series  of  discussions  with 
the  young  people  on  the  subjects  of 
dating,  courtship,  engagement,  mar- 
riage. There  was  some  open  discus- 
sion of  sex  in  these  sessions  of  the 
CBYF.  We  do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  nature  of  it  was.  We  did 
not  have  anything  like  this  when  we 
were  young  and  our  elders  would 
have  hushed  us  up  pretty  quickly  if 
we  would  have  proposed  it.  Don't 
you  think  it  would  have  been  better 
to  leave  out  any  discussions  of  sex 
in  such  a  Christian  group? 

An  Older  Member. 

Dear  Friend: 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  are  in 
error  in  criticizing  the  CBYF  and 
their  adviser  for  discussing  what  is 
certainly  a  part  of  God's  creation. 
Let  us  look  at  the  reason  for  feeling 
such  discussions  were  out  of  place. 
You  say  you  did  not  have  anything 
like  this  and  your  elders  would  have 
hushed  it  up  quickly.  You  have  hit 
exactly  on  the  reason  for  your  feel- 
ing. Your  elders  thought  of  sex  as 
something  to  be  ashamed  of  and 
never  to  be  mentioned  openly.  This 
attitude  has  produced  a  crop  of  fel- 
lows and  girls  who  come  to  mar- 
riage poorly  prepared  in  their  atti- 


tudes. Far  too  many  couples  have 
been  deprived  of  the  genuine  satis- 
factions that  belong  to  marriage  be- 
cause sex  was  something  never  to 
be  talked  about  openly  and  to  which 
one  needed  to   be  ashamed. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  it 
was  God  that  introduced  sex  differ- 
ences into  the  world.  "Male  and 
female  created  he  them."  And  as 
God  looked  on  this  work,  he  thought 
it  was  good.  Why  should  we  despise 
as  shameful  what  God  has  created 
and  called  good? 

A  lot  of  parents  raised  as  you 
were  have  not  carried  the  responsi- 
bility of  sex  education  with  their 
children.  Some  very  harmful  and 
erroneous  ideas  about  sex  come  to 
growing  children  from  undesirable 
sources  if  parents  do  not  provide  ad- 
equate information.  Where  else,  if 
parents  don't  do  it,  shall  the  spirit- 
ual side  of  this  relationship  be  held 
up  if  not  in  Christian  fellowships 
like  your  youth  fellowship. 

I  hope  that  the  adviser  was  a 
reverent  and  mature  person  and 
that  the  discussion  was  carried  on 
with  real  reverence  for  personality 
as  befits  the  treatment  of  such  an 
important  and  crucial  subject.  If 
that  was  so  let  us  rejoice  in  their 
good  fortune. 

Your   Counselor. 


Brotherhood  Budget  —  1950 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board  wishes  to  report 
to  Annual  Conference  that  in  harmony  with  the  action 
of  the  1949  Conference  in  changing  the  fiscal  year,  ad- 
justment has  been  made  for  the  seven-month  fiscal  year 
beginning  March  1,  1950,  according  to  the  following 
breakdown  based  on  seven  twelfths  of  the  budget  of 
$1,152,000  approved  by  the  Conference  in  1949: 

Bethany   Biblical   Seminary    $     32,085 

Brethren  Service  Commission   177,820 

Christian  Education  Commission 

General  Program   $45,350 

College   Appropriations    26,250  71,600 

Finance  Commission    11,085 

Foreign  Mission  Commission  169,402 

General  Departments  —  Financial  Promotion, 
Visual  Education,  Regional  Appropriations, 
Gospel  Messenger,  European  Office,  Ad- 
ministration       67,668 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service  Fund 16,335 

Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Commission 119,585 

Reserve  Fund   5,250 

Federal  Council  of  Churches*   1,170 

Total    $    672,000 


Brotherhood  Budget — 1950-51 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board  recommends  to  An- 
nual Conference  of  1950  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Brotherhood  Budget  for  the  fiscal  year  1950-51: 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary   $     55,000 

Brethren  Service  Commission    250,000 

Christian  Education  Commission 

General  Program   $72,000 

College    Appropriations    12,000  84,000 

Finance   Commission    19,000 

Foreign  Mission  Commission   275,000 

General  Departments — Financial  Promotion, 
Visual  Education,  Regional  Appropriations, 
European  Office,  Gospel  Messenger  Editori- 
al Expense,  Administration  110,000 

Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Commission   ....  165,000 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service  Fund  ....  30,000 

Federal  Council  of  Churches*    2,000 

Reserve  Fund   10,000 

Total    $1,000,000 


•Payable  from  funds  so  designated. 
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Sunday  Retreat  at   Annual  Conference 

The  first  session  of  the  Standing  Committee 
for  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference  will 
be  a  Lord's  Day  retreat  for  members  of  Stand- 
ing Committee,  the  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
the  Elgin  Staff  and  the  regional  secretaries  in 
the  Red  Room  of  the  Civic  Auditorium  at  11:00 
o'clock  Sunday  morning,  June  11.  This  is  re- 
garded as  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Committee.  Members  of  the  families  and  others 
coming  to  Conference  early  are  urged  to  attend 
the  morning  services  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  301  Burton  Street,  S.  W.,  or  other 
churches  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids. 

Standing  Committee  delegates  are  urged  to 
consider  rooming  at  the  Pantlind  Hotel  in 
order  to  be  most  conveniently  located  for 
extra  sessions  of  the  committee.  Information 
on  rates  and  reservations  appeared  in  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  for  April  29,  May  6  and  this  issue. 


Southwestern  Kansas  will  be  represented  on  the 
Standing  Committee  at  Grand  Rapids  by  Archie  L. 
Patrick. 

Dr.  Vernon  Kinzie  has  been  chosen  by  the  District 
of  Washington  as  its  representative  on  the  1950  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

Clayton  B.  Miller  is  the  Standing  Committee  dele- 
gate to  the  1950  Annual  Conference  from  North  and 
South  Carolina. 

B.  B.  Ludwick  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  would  like  to  get 
in  touch  with  a  congregation  which  is  building  a  new 
church  and  is  disposing  of  its  old  benches.  Write  him 
at  R.  2,  Keyser. 

H.  R.  Rowland  of  Paramount,  Md.,  died  on  April 
25  from  injuries  sustained  in  an  auto  accident  on  April 
22.  He  was  elder  in  charge  of  the  Longmeadow  and 
Hagerstown  churches,  Md.  A  detailed  account  of  his 
life  will  appear  later. 

Edith  B.  Long  writes  to  tell  us  that  she  is  eighty-six 
years  old  and  has  read  the  Messenger  during  all  the 
changes  it  has  made.  Since  she  can  no  longer  mingle 
among  the  Brethren  as  she  used  to  do,  she  finds  great 
comfort  in  keeping  in  contact  with  them  through  the 
Gospel  Messenger. 

The  churches  at  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  and  Blue  Ridge, 
Va.,  have  each  enrolled  twenty-five  fellowship  delegates 
to  the  mid-century  World  Convention  on  Christian 
Education.  Fellowship  delegates  do  not  expect  to  attend 
the  convention  but  pay  $1.00  each  in  order  to  assist 
in  the  bringing  of  delegates  from  mission  lands  and 
foreign  countries  where  financial  conditions  make  the 
trip  impossible  without  aid.  Canada  has  raised  over 
$18,000  for  this  purpose  through  its  Welcome  Book 
and  the  U.  S.  A.  is  running  far  behind.  Churches  en- 
rolling as  many  as  twenty-five  of  these  delegates  are 
entitled  to  a  film  strip  report  from  the  convention. 
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Ausby  W.  Swinger,  who  has  become  pastor  of  the 
Romine  church,  111.,  changes  his  address  from  Calhoun 
to  R.   1,  Salem,  111. 

The  Donnels  Creek  church  choir  will  sing  on  the 
Columbia  Church  of  the  Air  on  Sunday  morning,  May 
14,  at  10:00  (E.D.S.T.) 

The  delegates  on  the  Grand  Rapids  Standing  Com- 
mittee from  Second  Virginia  are  E.  K.  Ziegler,  Boyd  E. 

Cupp  and  Homer  Miller. 

/ 

San  Fernando  Valley  congregation  will  dedicate  its 

new  church  on  Sunday,  May  21.   Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  will 

deliver  the  dedicatory  address. 

Elder  and  Sister  C.  R.  Oellig  have  been  regular  sub- 
scribers to  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  sixty  years,  begin- 
ning at  their  marriage  on  Jan.  23,  1890. 

Garnett  E.  Phibbs,  wh©  has  resigned  the  pastorate 
of  the  Bassett  church,  Va.,  effective  June  10,  will  be 
located  at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  for  the  summer.  He  should 
be  addressed  there  %  Minor  C.  Miller.  In  the  fall 
Bro.  Phibbs  will  enter  Yale  Divinity  School. 

G.  G.  Canfield,  long-time  pastor  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  is  now  ill  in  his  home  at  Bader,  111.  He 
will  appreciate  the  prayers  and  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  Brotherhood.  Bro.  Canfield  has  traveled  widely 
in  evangelistic  work  and  knows  many  people  across 
the  country.    Mrs.  Canfield,  likewise,  is  ill. 

The  United  Nations  is  putting  on  a  rather  heavy 
scheduling  of  broadcasts  over  the  National  and  the 
Mutual  broadcasting  systems  throughout  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  June.  These  come,  in  the  main,  on 
Sundays,  and  Thursdays.  See  your  local  announcements. 
They  take  up  in  a  dramatic  way  some  of  the  phases  of 
the  work  of  the  UN  and  are  worth  listening  to. 

The  young  people  of  the  Southern  District  of  Vir- 
ginia recently  held  a  banquet  at  the  First  church  in 
Spray,  N.  C;  225  young  people  attended.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Klaus  Wust,  who  are  students  at  Bridgewater  College, 
were  the  guests  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Wust  spoke  to  us  on 
Conditions  of  Germany.  Garnett  Phibbs,  pastor  of  the 
Bassett  church,  was  toastmaster.  Recently  the  peace 
caravan  girls  visited  the  church. 

To  local  women's  work  Sunday-school  classes:  It  is 
important,  if  you  send  money  from  Sunday-school  class 
groups  intended  for  the  women's  work  project,  to 
indicate  this.  Offerings  sent  in  from  Sunday-school 
classes  without  women's  work  labeling  are  counted  to- 
ward the  general  fund  without  giving  credit  to  wom- 
en's work.  Likewise,  a  local  missionary  society  in- 
tending its  offerings  to  be  counted  as  part  of  the 
women's  work  project  should  indicate  this. 

Rebecca  Foutz  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  a  visitor 
through  the  Publishing  House  recently.  She  had  never 
been  here  before  but  through  her  contacts  with  the 
Brethren  headquarters  by  way  of  the  written  page,  she 
seemed  to  know  everyone  here  and  the  type  of  work 
each  one  does.  Sister  Foutz  has  been  a  regular  con- 
tributor to  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  thirty-four  years 
without  a  break.  Messenger  readers  around  the  world 
have  followed  her  writings.  She  has  completed  a  book 
entitled  Life  Real  and  Portrayed. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


W.  E.  Buniain  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  has  moved  to  a 
new  location  in  that  city.  He  should  be  addressed  at 
1075  N.  Los  Robles  Ave.,  Pasadena  6. 

The  Buffalo  church  in  Southern  Pennsylvania  will 
hold  a  rededication  service  for  its  newly  remodeled 
church  on  Sunday,  June  4,  at  2:30  p.m.  A.  C.  Baugher, 
president  of  Elizabethtown  College,  will  be  the  speaker. 
There  will  be  an  all-day  meeting. 

Newton  L.  Poling,  pastor  at  Brownsville,  Md.,  pub- 
lishes in  his  church  bulletin:  "The  Messenger  is  an  ex- 
cellent religious  journal  and  we  cannot  afford  not  to 
have  it  in  our  homes.  It  costs  much  less  than  a  daily 
newspaper.  Turn  in  your  subscription  to  the  committee 
today." 

R.  E.  Mohler,  in  encouraging  men's  work  to  sponsor 
the  Gospel  Messenger  in  the  churches  of  the  Brother- 
hood this  year,  writes,  "Men's  work  does  not  need  in 
any  way  to  apologize  for  our  church  paper.  You  have 
all  heard  of  the  recent  rating  given  the  Messenger  by 
a  field  of  unbiased  judges.  The  Messenger  rates  high 
in  readability  and  that  is  what  we  want  a  paper  for. 
Our  goal  is  50,000  by  1950.  We  must  all  work  if  we  are 
to  reach  our  goal.  Why  not  add  a  little  in  your  church 
in  order  to  make  a  100%  club  possible  even  if  a  few  of 
your  members  do  not  take  it?" 

The  government  of  India  forwarded  to  Pakistan  a 
declaration  which  they  should  mutually  sign  ruling  out 
wars  as  a  means  of  solving  their  disputes.  Prime  Min- 
ister Nehru  said:  "If  war  is  excluded  by  both  sides  in 
a  joint  declaration,  naturally  the  tension  will  be  eased 
and  the  people  will  look  forward  to  a  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  all  problems  between  India  and  Pakistan  by 
arbitration,  mediation  and  negotiation."  If  this  can 
be  made  to  work  in  a  situation  as  emotionally  charged 
as  the  one  in  India  and  Pakistan,  perhaps  it  could  be 
made  to  work  between  other  nations  as  well. 

Charles  D.  Rupel  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  has  developed 
a  carefully  worked  out  filing  system  in  which  he  col- 
lects choice  filings  on  many  religious  subjects.  He 
shares  these  gems  with  editors  here  and  there  across 
the  country.  Recently  he  sent  valuable  clippings  to 
the  Gospel  Messenger  concerning  the  alcohol  evil.  One 
was  a  suggestion  from  the  state  of  Oregon  that  all 
applicants  for  driver's  licenses  should  answer  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  they  habitually  drink.  If  a 
license  were  granted  them,  the  highway  department 
would  have  on  record  the  fact  that  they  were  habitual 
drinkers.  If  the  habit  were  chronic,  they  should  be 
refused   driver's   licenses. 

Suggestions    for    Conference    Guests 

Noon  Day  Meal — 

Grand  Rapids,  in  order  to  show  its  hospitality,  is 
requesting  that  Conference  guests  get  to  the  eating 
places  before  the  noon  rush  of  local  citizens.  The  fore- 
noon program  will  close  promptly  at  11:30.  We  will 
want  to  show  our  appreciation  of  this  courtesy  by 
going  to  the  restaurants  immediately  after  dismissal 
and  not  delay  the  local  people  who  have  only  a  limited 
time  for  lunch. 
Photography — 

Many  of  our  people  who  do  not  attend  the  Confer- 
ence will  enjoy  seeing  some  of  the  activities  by  way 


of  pictures.  We  hope,  however,  there  will  be  no 
cameras  snapping  during  the  program  or  worship  serv- 
ices. The  officers  of  the  meeting  will  be  glad  to  co- 
operate in  arranging  time  and  place  for  group  pictures. 
Recordings — 

J.  Henry  Long  of  Elgin,  111.,  will  aid  those  who 
desire  recordings  of  the  Conference  program.  The  plan 
is  to  have  a  room  equipped  so  that  recordings  may  be 
made  without  disturbance.  The  policy  of  the  Standing 
Committee  has  been  that  there  be  no  unofficial  record- 
ings of  business  meetings. 

Daily  care  for  nursery  and  kindergarten  children  at 
Annual  Conference  will  be  provided  in  the  basement 
of  the  auditorium  beginning  Wednesday  morning  at 
8:30  and  continuing  through  Sunday.  A  daily  fee  of 
50c  per  child  will  be  charged  for  this  care  except  on 
days  when  one  parent  will  participate  as  a  helper.  A 
program  is  provided  for  primary  and  junior  children 
in  rooms  in  the  basement  of  the  auditorium  beginning 
Thursday  morning  at  9:00  and  continuing  through  Sun- 
day. Hours  for  these  children  will  be  9:00  to  12:00 
each  morning.  One  parent  of  each  child  is  asked  to 
serve  as  a  helper  with  these  children  for  one-half 
day  during  the  Conference  period.  Parents  are  asked 
to  register  for  the  time  which  they  will  give  when 
they  bring  the  children  on  Thursday. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  William  Kinsey  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Ridge  church, 
Pa.,  May  15-21. 

Bro.  Clyde  S.  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  New 
Freedom  house,  Codorus  congregation,  May  15-28. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leaiherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Portland  church,  Ind.,  May  23 — June  4. 

Bro.  Paul  R.  Yoder  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  in  the  Buffalo  church. 
Pa.,  June  5-11. 

Bro.  O.  H.  Feiler  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  in  the  Shoals  Creek 
church,  Mo.,  May  14  and  continuing  two  weeks. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Lena  church,  111. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Flora  church.  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Miami  church,  Fla. 

One  added  to  the  Tacoma  church.  Wash. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Joy  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Summit  church,  Va. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Pitsburg  church,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bartlesville  church.  Okla. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Grants  Pass  church,  Oregon. 

Four  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Four  received  by  letter  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  Md. 

Nine  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Beaver  church, 
Iowa. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Green  Tree 
church,  Pa. 

Seventeen  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Dixon 
church.  111. 

Twelve  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Westmin- 
ster church,  Md. 

Nine  baptized  and  nine  received  by  letter  in  the  University 
Park  church,  Md. 

Thirty-three  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Hollins 
Road  church,  Va. 

Seven  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  West  Mil- 
ton church,  Ohio. 

Eleven  baptized,  two  received  on  former  baptism  and  one  by 
letter  in  the  Hartville  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  14 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  Hosea  Reveals  God's  Forgiving  Love. — 
Hosea.  Memory  Selection:  I  will  heal  their  backsliding,  I  will 
love  them  freely.   Hosea  14:4. 

CBYF  Topic  for  May.  "My  Dear  Ego." 
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COW 

OF 
LOVE 


Thurl    Metzger 

Pierceton,   Indiana 


TWO  weeks  upon  her  arrival  she 
calved  already  and  is  milking 
very  satisfactorily   .  .   ." 

No,  not  very  good  English,  we 
will  agree,  but  excellent  Christiani- 
ty, we  think  you  will  agree.  It  is 
taken  from  a  letter  written  by  one 
of  the  families  that  received  a 
heifer,  donated  by  American  Chris- 
tians through  the  Heifer  Project 
Committee. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  there  was 
enthusiastic  support  among  Ameri- 
cans for  reconstruction  needs.  The 
first  generous  outpouring  of  funds 
and  sympathy  gradually  declined  as 
postwar  disillusionment  set  in.  Dur- 
ing the  past  five  years  some  people 
have  become  bitter  and  cynical. 
How  often  we  have  heard  comments 
like  the  following: 

"By  the  time  my  donation  arrives, 
nobody  knows  whom  it  is  for  or  why 
it  was  sent,  or  who  sent  it!" 

"I  want  my  contribution  to  snow- 
ball, not  to  be  dissipated.  I  don't 
want  to  fill  someone's  stomach  for 
one  night;  I  want  to  help  someone 
get  a  real  start!" 

"I  don't  mind  helping,  but  I  don't 
want  my  contribution  to  shrink  as 
it  goes  through  administration." 

From  the  beginning  the  heifer 
project  has  appealed  especially  to 
such  "tough-minded"  critics.  This  is 
due  to  a  very  interesting  character- 
istic of  the  heifer  herself — she  can't 
be  divided. 

The  farmer  who  raises  a  heifer  to 
be  sent  overseas,  or  the  city  dweller 


On  June  3,  1949.  the  first  of  a  series  of  heifer  shipments  (sixty-two  heifers,  three  bulls) 
arrived  at  Bremen.  Germany,  on  board  the  S.S.  American  Importer.  The  cattle  repre- 
sented a  gift  of  the  Heifer  Project  Committee  for  German  refugee  farmers  and  other 
needy  families.  John  Eberly,  former  European  representative  of  H.P.C.,  now  located 
at  New  Windsor,  watches  as  one  of  the  heifers  is  unloaded 


18 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


who  helps  pay  for  raising  a  heifer, 
knows  for  certain  that  when  the 
heifer  arrives  at  the  distant  home  of 
the  victim  of  war,  she  will  be  a 
whole  heifer.  She  can't  be  divided, 
you  see.  The  stricken  family  re- 
ceives the  heifer  without  having 
to  pay  a  cent,  merely  agreeing  to 
certain  basic  rules.  Each  animal  is 
eartagged  so  that  the  recipient 
knows  just  who  sent  the  heifer,  and 
as  a  result  there  has  been  a  constant 
and  spirited  exchange  of  corres- 
pondence between  Europeans  who 
receive  heifers  and  the  individuals 
or  church  groups  who  paid  for,  or 
raised,  the  heifers  in  the  United 
States.  Committee  files  are  full  of 
letters  which  say  things  like  this: 

".  .  .  Exceptionally  I  have  to  thank 
you  for  your  gift  of  one  very  nice 
cow.  You  showed  a  wonderful  deed, 
which  shall  never  be  forgotten,  but 
even  our  children  will  keep  it  al- 
ways in  their. memory  .  .  ." 

Another:  "When  I  learned  that 
I  am  among  the  beneficiaries  .  .  . 
and  have  to  fetch  the  cow  from  you, 
I  got  released  from  the  nightmare. 


You  helped  those  who  need  it  most." 

Also:  "The  wounds  of  warfare 
are  healing  gradually  for  us,  espe- 
cially as  we  are  so  fortunate  to  have 
such  generous  friends." 

But  perhaps  the  most  touching 
letter  of  all  was  one  which  began 
with  the  purest  simplicity: 

"Often  and  willingly  I  remember 
you,  my  faraway  and  unknown 
friend,  who  has  wished  with  a  real 
sense  of  love  to  help  his  faraway 
brother.  You  call  her  the  'cow  of 
goodwill';  I  call  her  the  'cow  of 
love.' " 

In  the  long  run,  this  direct  good- 
will may  be  the  most  important 
effect  of  the  heifer  project.  But  it 
is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  most 
important  immediate  effect.  That  is, 
and  has  always  been,  that  children's 
lives  are  saved,  directly,  immediate- 
ly and  undeniably. 

The  present  goal  of  the  committee 
is  a  minimum  of  twelve  hundred 
heifers,  to  be  sent  to  western  Ger- 
many. It  is  there  that  milk  is  in 
pathetic  shortage.  So  drastic  is  ra- 
tioning that   after  a   child  reaches 


the  age  of  eighteen  months,  he  is 
not  allowed  whole  milk,  and  he  is 
actually  lucky  if  he  gets  powdered 
milk.  The  need  can  be  appreciated 
when  it  is  known  that  in  previous 
shipments,  THERE  WERE  ONE 
THOUSAND  APPLICANTS  FOR 
EVERY  ANIMAL   SHIPPED. 

The  heifers  being  shipped  at  the 
present  time  are  going  to  qualified 
farmers,  just  twelve  hundred, 
among  the  millions  of  refugees 
crowded  into  western  Germany  as 
a  result  of  the  Potsdam  agreement. 
The  German  government  provides 
them  with  a  grant  of  grazing  land; 
transportation  across  the  ocean  is 
provided  by  ECA;  and  the  animals 
are  distributed  by  officials  and  the 
Heifer  Project  Committee.  As  with 
the  more  than  ten  thousand  heifers 
previously  shipped  to  all  parts  of 
the  world,  the  recipients  are  selected 
upon  a  basis  of  need,  without  re- 
gard to  race,  religion  or  political 
background. 

Another  factor  contributing  to  the 
long-range  effect  of  the  program  is 
that  each  farmer  who  receives  a 
heifer  must  agree  to  give  back  to 
the  committee  the  first  healthy  fe- 
male calf.  This  is  part  of  the  agree- 
ment the  farmer  signs  when  he  ac- 
cepts delivery  of  the  animal.  The 
first  healthy  female  calf  is  then  giv- 
en by  the  committee  to  still  another 
needy  family,  thus  further  multiply- 
ing the  effectiveness  of  the  program. 

Still  a  third  reconstruction  benefit 
is  more  apparent  to  European  farm- 
ers than  to  Americans.  This  is  the 
effect  of  the  cattle  upon  soil  re- 
habilitation. The  old  world  farmer 
has  farmed  his  land  for  hundreds 
of  years  longer  than  the  farmer  in 
this  country,  and  he  has  never  used 
commercial  fertilizers  in  great 
abundance.  As  a  result  he  has  de- 
veloped, instead,  careful  methods  of 
utilizing  his  animals'  manure  to 
keep  his  soil  fertile.  And  with  the 
destruction  of  the  herds  during  war- 
time, the  soil  has  lacked  this  con- 
stant accretion  of  organic  matter. 

As  a  whole,  the  project  is  best 
visualized  as  a  long-range,  recon- 
structive opportunity  to  help  west- 
ern Germany  to  help  itself. 

The  Heifer  Project  Committee  is 
a  co-operative  church  effort,  con- 
sisting of  representatives  of  the 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief,  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  American  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Society,  Mennonite  Central 
Committee,  Rural  Life  Association, 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Na- 
tional Catholic  Rural  Life  Confer- 
ence and  others. 


What    You    Can    Do 

•  Raise  a  heifer. 

•  Donate  a  heifer  ready  to  ship. 

•  Buy  a  heifer  and  contribute  her. 

•  Send      a      contribution      of     any 

amount   to    the   Heifer   Project 
Committee. 

•  Interest  the   children,   for  whom 

special  material  is  available. 

•  Organize   your   church,   group   or 

community  to  raise  funds  for  a 

heifer. 
Anyone  desiring  further  informa- 
tion  on   how    he    can    help    should 
write  directly  to: 

Heifer  Project  Committee  ' 
Thurl  Metzger 
Pierceton,  Indiana 
or 
Heifer  Project  Committee 
New  Windsor,   Maryland 


CONCERNING    1950    SUM- 
MER   SERVICE    FOLDER 

Correction: 

The  closing  date  for  "the  recrea- 
tional program  at  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Chicago,  111., 
listed  as  July  12,  should  be  Aug.  12. 
The  camp  opens  June  26. 
Cancellation: 

Due  to  unforeseen  circumstances 
it  has  been  necessary  to  cancel  the 
Princess  Anne  County  camp  for 
Negro  migrants  in  Virginia. 

The  two  summer  hospital  units 
in  Maryland  (Catonsville  and 
Crownsville)  will  not  function  this 
year. 

Addition: 

A  community  craft  and  recrea- 
tional program  will  be  held  at 
Springfield,  Oregon,  this  summer. 
Six  to  eight  qualified  young  people 
are  needed  to  serve  on  a  mainte- 
nance basis. 

A  mental  hospital  unit  will  be 
held  this  summer  at  Elgin,  111.,  from 
June  5  to  Sept.  2,  in  addition  to 
the  year-round  unit  already  in 
operation. 


Notes  .   .   . 

The   new   mailing   address   of  the 

Brethren  Service  Commission  in 
Vienna,  Austria,  is  as  follows:  % 
Foreign  Accred.,  Ln.  Br.,  USACA, 
Hdq.  USFA,  A.P.O.  777,  %  Post- 
master, New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  Kindy  and 
their  son  left  Florida  the  first  of 
April  after  completing  a  successful 
year  of  volunteer  service  as  direc- 
tors of  the  two  Florida  migrant 
camps. 


Brethren  Service 
Calendar 

June  5  —  Sept.  2.  STU- 
DENTS -  IN  -  INDUSTRY 
PROJECT.    Chicago,  111. 

June  5  —  Sept.  2.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  MENTAL 
HOSPITAL  UNIT.  Elgin. 
111. 

June  9  —  July  16.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  BRETH- 
REN WORK  CAMP. 
Fresno,  Calif.  Many  oth- 
ers will  begin  in  June 
or  July.  See  folder.  Sum- 
mer Service  for  1950. 

JUNE  19-30.  INSTITUTE 
OF  RACE  RELATIONS. 
Elizabethtown     College. 

June  19  — Sept.  11.  SUM- 
MER MENTAL  HOS- 
PITAL UNIT.  Fulton, 
Mo. 

July  5-19.  INSTITUTE  OF 
RACE  RELATIONS.  Mc- 
Pherson  College. 

July  10-21.  INSTITUTE  OF 
INDUSTRIAL  R  E  L  A  - 
TIONS.  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary.  Other 
institutes  on  current  is- 
sues later  at  La  Verne 
and  New  Windsor. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETH- 
REN INTERNATIONAL 
WORK  CAMPS.  Ger- 
many and  Austria.  The 
camp  in  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria, will  spend  part  of 
its  time  in  study  and  re- 
search on  the  problems 
of  building  peace. 

For  information  on  any 
of  these  events  write  to 
Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Elgin,  111. 


The  latest  additions  to  the  Breth- 
ren Volunteer  Service  Unit  at  Kas- 
sel,  Germany,  are  Betty  Sotzing, 
West  Milton,  Ohio,  and  Hazel  Peters, 
Roanoke,  Va.  The  death  of  his  fa- 
ther brought  one  of  the  volunteers, 
Donald  Durnbaugh  of  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  back  to  this  country  early  in 
April. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


ARE  you  a  person  wondering 
what  to  do  this  summer  or 
a  church  worker  looking  for 
opportunities  to  secure  additional 
training?  If  so,  you  may  be  inter- 
ested in  some  of  these  possibilities 
which  are  open  to  you. 

Musicians  should  consider  attend- 
ing the  Brethren  Music  and  Worship 
Conference  to  be  held  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,.  June  10-13,  just 
ahead  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
One  travel  expense  would  allow  a 
person  to  take  in  both  meetings. 
A  faculty  representing  some  of  the 
best  leadership  available  in  the 
church  will  lead  in  sessions  of  in- 
terest to  organists,  pianists,  choir 
directors,  choristers,  choir  members, 
singers,  pastors,  and  members  of 
music  committees.  Those  in  attend- 
ance will  be  introduced  to  many 
features  of  the  forthcoming  new 
Brethren  hymnal.  A  $1.50  registra- 
tion fee  is  charged. 

Institutes  on  the  church  and  cur- 
rent issues  will  be  held  at  Elizabeth- 


The  workshop  in  audio-visual 
education,  to  be  held  at  Green 
Lake,  Wis.,  is  just  one  of  many 
outstanding  opportunities  for  train- 
ing in  a  number  of  phases  of 
Christian  work.  The  picture  here 
was  taken  during  a  workshop  in 
audio-visual  education  of  a  former 
year 


SUMMER 

LEARNING 

OPPORTUNITIES 


C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission 


town  College,  June  19-30;  McPher- 
son  College,  July  5-19;  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  July  10-21;  La 
Verne  College,  July  24 — Aug.  4;  and 
at  the  New  Windsor  service  center, 
July  23-30.  College  credit,  if  de- 
sired, may  be  earned  at  all  of  these 
except  the  one  at  New  Windsor. 
See  the  March  25  issue  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  for  a  full  account. 

Youth  who  desire  volunteer  serv- 
ice experience  and  training  should 
investigate  either  a  year  of  service 
which  offers  an  intensive  period  of 
training  of  two  months'  duration  at 
the  New  Windsor  center  before  go- 
ing on  the  project,  or  one  of  the 
several  summer  work  camps  which 
will  be  held  under  the  general  di- 
rection    of    the     Brethren     Service 
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Commission.  Write  for  their  free 
folder  describing  what  is  available. 

The  Southeastern  Region  work- 
shop at  Bridgewater  College,  July 
4-7,  will  offer  training  for  leaders 
in  women's  work  and  for  workers 
with  children. 

Laboratory  schools  for  children's 
workers  will  be  held  at  Modesto, 
Calif.,  July  17-21,  La  Verne,  Calif., 
July  24-29,  and  at  Juniata  College, 
Huntingdon,    Pa.,    Aug.    21-25. 

The  Camp  Mack  training  school, 
July  24-29,  will  offer  a  variety  of 
leadership  training  opportunities,  in- 
cluding a  worshop  and  laboratory 
school  for  children's  workers,  a  fam- 
ily life  education  workshop,  and  a 
school  of  alcohol  studies. 

Another  good  opportunity  for 
temperance  workers  is  the  Pennsyl- 
vania School  of  Alcohol  Studies  to 


be  held  at  Juniata  College,  July 
17-21. 

Two  outstanding  events  to  be  held 
at  Green  Lake,  Wis.,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  International  Coun- 
cil of  Religious  Education  are  the 
Religious  Drama  Workshop,  Aug.  7- 
18,  and  a  Workship  in  Audio-visual 
Education,   Aug.    28   to   Sept.   2. 

Qualified  college  or  graduate  stu- 
dents who  have  completed  courses 
in  educational  psychology  and  prin- 
ciples of  religious  education,  or  their 


"When  one  ceases  to  become 
better,  one  ceases  to  be  good. 
When  growth  ceases,  decay  sets 
in.  Therefore,  every  Christian 
must  have  a  plan  for  nourishing 
and  guiding  his  growth  through  a 
continuous  religious  experience." 


equivalents,  would  find  an  unusual 
opportunity  for  advanced  training 
at  New  York  University  where,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Dr.  Samuel 
L.  Hamilton,  there  is  an  eight 
weeks'  school,  beginning  June  20, 
which  is  a  combination  of  workshop, 
demonstration  school,  laboratory 
school  and  practicum.  Observation 
of  teaching  by  experts  in  the  vaca- 
tion school  of  the  Riverside  church 
is  one  of  the  valuable  experiences 
offered  in  this  unusual  course.  Aca- 
demic credit  is  given  on  either  un- 
dergraduate or  graduate  levels. 

Ministers  who  desire  in-service 
training  or  refresher  courses  might 
well  consider  attending  one  of  the 
Bethany  extension  schools  to  be 
held  as  follows:  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege, July  17-29;  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege, July  31 — Aug.  12;  Manchester 
College,  July  31— Aug.  12. 

The  student  may  choose  two  of 
the  four  courses  which  are  offered 
in  each  school.  Training  school  or 
seminary  credit  is  available. 

Those  interested  in  preparing  to 
teach  mission  study  classes  next 
year  could  do  no  better  than  to 
attend  such  institutes  as  the 
following: 

World  Missions  Institute  for 
Church  Leaders,  Conference  Point, 
Lake  Geneva,  Williams  Bay,  Wis., 
July  17-21. 

Northfield  Missions  Conference, 
East  Northfield,  Mass.,  July  3-10. 

Asilomar  Missionary  Education 
Conference,  Asilomar,  Pacific  Grove, 
Calif.,  Aug.  4-9. 

If  you  are  not  excited  by  any  of 
these,  maybe  you  would  like  to  be 
one  of  150  Brethren  to  go  to  the 
midcentury  World  Convention  on 
Christian  Education  to  be  held  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  10-16.  The 
registration  fee  is  $7.50  per  person 
or  $10.00  for  a  husband  and  wife. 
If  interested,  write  the  Christian 
Education  Commission  at  once,  for 
many  places  in  the  quota  are  al- 
ready filled.  Finally,  there  are  other 
training  opportunities  that  we  have 
not  listed  in  this  article,  some  of 
which  may  be  near  you.  You  may 
write  the  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission for  more  information  about 
any  of  the  events  mentioned. 

WATCH  FOR  THESE  ARTICLES 

Next  week  on  these  pages  Robert 
F.  Eshelman,  a  member  of  the  Rural 
Life  Council,  will  discuss  The 
Special  Mission  and  Opportunity  of 
the  Rural  Church. 

Early  in  June,  program  sugges- 
tions for  the  church  year  beginning 
October  1950  will  appear  in  outline 
iorm. 


"Somebody  Ought  to  Write 
a  Book" 


"But  the  world  is  so  full  of  a 
number  of  books  already  that  there 
are  hardly  enough  people  to  read 
them  all." 

"Nevertheless,  somebody  ought  to 
write  a  book — on  church  etiquette!" 

And  here  are  a  few  suggestions  as 
to  what  it  should  contain. 

It  needn't  be  a  very  big  book, 
and  it  ought  to  sell  at  a  moderate 
price  so  that  ministers  could  afford 
to  buy  a  copy  for  every  member  of 
their  congregations.  (Of  course,  not 
every  member  needs  one,  but  it 
might  not  be  tactful  to  discriminate.) 

The  first  chapter  might  deal  with 
the  proper  conduct  on  arrival  at 
church.  In  the  olden  days  the 
church  was  called  the  "meeting- 
house," not  only  because  the  people 
met  one  another  there,  but  because 
in  a  special  way  they  came  there 
to  meet  God.  And  we  moderns 
would  do  well  to  remember  that 
it  is  God's  house  and,  if  one  may 
say  so  without  irreverence,  we 
should  be  no  less  polite  to  God  than 
to  an  earthly  host. 

One  of  the  greatest  social  crimes 
is  arriving  late  at  a  formal  dinner, 
and  one  of  the  principal  rules  of 
church  etiquette  is  that  members 
of  the  congregation  should  be  in 
their  seats  at  least  two  minutes  (and 
preferably  five)  before  a  service  be- 
gins. This  gives  plenty  of  time  for 
the  removal  of  coats,  gloves  and 
rubbers,  for  "fixing"  the  children's 
hair,  and  for  a  comfortable  quieting 
down  and  a  word  of  prayer  in  prep- 
aration for  the  hour  of  worship. 

The  second  chapter  might  be 
"Conduct  During  the  Church  Serv- 
ice." In  this  it  could  be  stated  that 
full  participation  in  the  service  is 
the  only  mode  of  conduct  if  one 
would  observe  the  proprieties;  that 
sitting  erect  and  staring  around  the 
room  during  prayers  is  utterly  taboo 
among  those  who  would  be  consid- 
ered correct;  that  (this  for  the  young 
people)  giggling  and  whispering, 
writing  notes  and  rustling  the  leaves 
of  the  hymnbook  are  distinctly  not 
the  thing;  that  comments  on  the 
minister,  the  choir,  the  hat  in  the 
next  pew  or  the  prospective  picnic 
are  quite  inadmissible;  that  the  hour 
of  worship  is  no  time  for  getting  the 
best  of  a  business  rival. 

This  chapter  could  also  explain 
that  the  verse  of  the  psalm  which 
says,  "The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  tem- 


ple, let  all  the  earth  keep  silence 
before  him,"  does  not  mean  that 
the  congregation  should  sit  with  lips 
glued  together  when  a  hymn  is  an- 
nounced, or  when  the  time  comes 
for  responsive  reading. 

The  impropriety  of  reading  the 
church  calendar  or  bulletin  during 
the  service  could  also  be  treated  in 
this  chapter.  To  read  the  notices 
when  the  choir  is  singing  is  scarcely 
complimentary  to  their  efforts;  to 
read  when  the  minister  is  preaching 
is  evidence  of  ill-breeding  (for,  hav- 
ing come  to  church,  the  least  you 
can  do  is  to  be  attentive);  to  read 
the  bulletin  during  a  prayer  or 
while  the  Scripture  lesson  is  being 
read  is  treating  the  Lord  himself 
with  scant  courtesy. 

The  unbecomingness  of  sleeping 
in  church  is  so  obvious  that  only  a 
brief  reference  to  it  is  necessary. 
If  one  does  commit  this  crime,  it 
is  less  heinous  if  done  quietly.  Os- 
tentatiously looking  at  one's  watch 
puts  one  quite  beyond  the  pale. 

It  is  very  bad  form  for  ushers 
and  other  officials  to  congregate  in 
the  back  of  the  church  and  engage 
in  whispering  contests. 

The  concluding  chapter  of  the 
proposed  book  could  very  well  take 
up  proper  behavior  at  the  conclusion 
of  a  church  service.  It  is,  of  course, 
not  in  accordance  with  good  usage 
to  begin  putting  on  outdoor  apparel 
during  the  last  hymn  or  the  benedic- 
tion (unless  one  has  to  make  the 
11:05  train!)  and  making  a  bolt  for 
the  door  the  minute  the  service  is 
over  is  equally  inexcusable.  Persons 
in  the  same  pew  should  greet  one 
another,  whether  strangers  or  not, 
for  it  may  be  that  by  such  friendli- 
ness some  lonely  soul  will  receive 
a  thrill  of  encouragement  and  joy. 
If  the  minister  is  at  the  door,  let's 
not  brush  rudely  by  him  or  slink 
stealthily  out  as  though  we  thought 
he  had  designs  on  our  pocketbook. 
By  a  few  cordial  words  we  may 
even  cheer  him  up  a  little  and  help 
stave  off  a  blue  Monday. 

Yes,  somebody  ought  to  write  a 
book  on  church  etiquette,  and  any- 
body who  takes  up  the  task  is  wel- 
come to  make  use  of  all  the  fore- 
going suggestions. 

— Selected  for  Young  Adult  News,  Pal- 
myra,  Pa.     Source   unknown. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 
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THE  LORD'S  PURSE 


When  Bro.  T.  B. 
Jerome,  the  pastor  of  the 
Bulsar  church,  India, 
learned  of  the  tithing 
plan  throughout  the 
Brotherhood,  he  wished 
his  congregation  to  know 
about  it.  He  believed 
that  it  would  prove  a 
real  blessing  to  the 
work  of  the  church  in 
general. 

He  explained  the  idea 
to  the  church.  He  spoke 
of  the  meaning  of  Chris- 
tian stewardship  and  of 
the  joy  of  being  one 
who  gives  the  tithe  to 
the  Lord. 


In  order  to  help  the 
members  to  enter  more 
fully  into  the  plan,  he 
showed  a  small  cloth 
bag  on  which  were 
printed  the  Gujarati 
words:  "Prabhuni  thali, 
which  means  "The 
Lord's  purse." 

The  Bulsar  pastor  had 
asked  the  Christian  tailor 
to  make  a  supply  of  the 
white  bags  and  to  print 
on  them  the  name  and 
numbers.  This  bag,  or 
purse,  is  Number  5, 
which  resembles  the 
English  letter  Y. 


At  the  close  of  the  service  in  the  church,  the 
members  came  forward  to  get  their  bags,  each  bag 
being  numbered.  Each  family  that  took  a  bag 
registered  on  the  tithing  list.  In  their  homes  as  the 
various  members  of  the  family  receive  their  in- 
come, they  place  their  tithe  into  the  Lord's  purse. 

The  members  of  the  Bulsar  church  were  glad 
to  enter  into  the  Timer's  Fellowship  and  already 
during  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
their  giving  of  about  forty  percent  above  the  pre- 
vious year.  Not  only  was  there  a  definite  increase 
in  their  offerings  to  the  Lord,  but  there  was  a  general 
deepening  of  devotion  to  the  church  and  its  work. 

Photos  by  Earl  Zigler 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Married   a  Minister 


Her  Vacation 


Mrs.    Edward    K.    Ziegler 


Edward  and  Ilda  Bittinger  Ziegler  planning  a  vacation 


I  WELL  remember  when  the 
members  of  the  Bittinger  family 
were  much  younger  and  Dad  and 
Mother  would  say,  "If  we  can  get 
all  this  hay  in,  or  all  the  potatoes 
dug  by  Saturday  we  will  take  a  day 
off  and  go  to  Oakland  or  to  Black 
Water  Falls  or  to  some  other  far- 
away place"  (ten  to  fifteen  miles). 
That  suggestion  always  did  some- 
thing to  all  of  us.  We  were  all  in 
better  spirits  as  we  planned  for  the 
trip  and  after  the  enjoyable  event 
was  over  we  had  something  to  talk 
about  for  weeks.  No  vacation,  how- 
ever far  we  may  travel,  can  be  ideal 
if  it  does  not  do  something  like  that 
for  the  vacationer. 

Much  is  being  said  today  about 
the  pastor's  vacation  but  he  is  not 
the  one  we  are  most  concerned 
about  now.  We  are  thinking  of  what 
kind  of  a  vacation  will  be  most 
helpful  to  the  pastor's  wife.  Of 
course,  that  greatly  depends  on 
what  kind  of  a  person  the  pastor's 
wife  is  and  what  she  needs  to  get 
away  from  to  have  a  vacation. 

A  pastor's  wife  is  generally  a  fam- 
ily person.  If  the  children  are  small 
she  has  the  daily  joy  and  responsi- 
bility of  caring  for  them.  She  has 
the  responsibility  of  feeding  and 
clothing  the  family  and  helping  the 
pastor  stretch  the  salary  so  that  the 
bills  can  be  paid.  She  has  the  door- 
bell and  phone  to  answer  many 
times  a  day,  especially  when  the 
pastor  is  out  on  his  many  duties. 
She  probably  has  a  Sunday-school 
class  to  teach  and  something  to  do 


in  the  women's  work.  She  tries  to 
keep  her  home  in  a  respectable  con- 
dition, for  no  one  knows  when  folks 
will  drop  in.  She  really  does  need 
a  vacation  as  badly  as  her  pastor- 
husband  does. 

Maybe  she  needs  a  vacation  away 
from  her  husband  and  family.  If 
there  are  older  children  to  take  over 
it  would  be  very  nice  to  coax  Moth- 
er away  for  a  few  days  for  a  change. 
She  may  attend  a  conference  that 
she  had  hoped  she  could  attend 
sometime.  Of  course,  she  would 
come  back  home  greatly  inspired 
along  some  line  or  other.  All  the 
folks  at  home  would  appreciate  her 
more  than  ever  and  she  would  have 
realized  long  before  she  arrived 
home  that  her  family  is  the  most 
wonderful  family  in  the  world. 

Of  course,  the  pastor's  wife  will 
not  want  to  go  away  often  without 
her  family.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
events  in  our  own  family  is  planning 
for  trips  together.  That  is  really 
part  of  the  vacation.  We  enjoy  tak- 
ing the  family  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. We  get  a  trip  out  of  it,  we  see 
many  friends  there,  and  there  is 
inspiration  for  all  of  us.  We  plan 
together,  for  the  trip,  we  enjoy  it 
together  and  we  have  something  to 
talk  about  after  it  is  over. 

Not  all  pastors'  wives  and  their 
families  can  go  on  these  long  trips 
but  there  are  many  beautiful  and 
interesting  things  to  see  near  home. 
We  have  tried  that  too  and  have 
found  such  trips  enjoyable  and 
educational. 


For  a  short  vacation  there  is  noth- 
ing more  helpful  to  me  than  a  fam- 
ily outing.  When  my  pastor-hus- 
band comes  home  with  a  bag  from 
the  grocery  store  and  says,  "This  is 
such  a  lovely  evening,  let  us  go 
out  for  supper,"  we  quickly  put 
some  necessary  things  in  our  basket 
and  out  we  go  to  enjoy  an  evening 
together  in  God's  out-of-doors.  I 
have  a  real  vacation  because  within 
our  family  we  have  efficient  fire 
builders,  weiner  roasters,  coffee 
makers,  etc.  We  all  come  home  re- 
freshed and  happy. 

Our  four-year-old  daughter  fre- 
quently stands  up  beside  me  and 
says,  "Mother,  I'll  soon  be  big 
enough  to  do  all  the  work  and  you 
can  just  sit  around  doing  nothing 
at  all."  Children  often  have  a  feel- 
ing of  helpfulness.  They  might  sug- 
gest giving  Mother  a  vacation  from 
kitchen  work  some  evening  now  and 
then.  That  would  be  a  real  joy  and 
Mother  should  show  her  apprecia- 
tion and  take  advantage  of  it. 

There  are  helpful  and  enjoyable 
vacations  of  many  kinds,  which  a 
pastor's  wife,  including  the  family, 
can  experience  without  too  much 
expense.  Always  for  me,  one  of  the 
good  parts  of  a  vacation  is  the  com- 
ing back  home  again.  No  matter 
where  we  have  been,  I  come  home 
feeling  that  for  us  there  is  no  place 
equal  to  our  home.  I  have  gone 
away  from  something  and  have 
come  back  to  it  again  refreshed. 
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Serving  in  China  Continues 


SERVICE  work  in  China  continues 
in  these  days  of  great  need. 
When  UNRRA  closed  its  work 
in  December  of  1947,  a  site  near 
Hsiangtang,  Kiangsi  Province,  was 
selected  as  the  center  of  a  com- 
munity project.  This  site  lay  in  the 
midst  of  an  almost  totally  devastated 
war  area.  During  the  intervening 
two  years  and  more,  medical,  edu- 
cational, agricultural,  religious  and 
social  service  work  has  been  carried 
on.  Seven  ex-tractor  Brethren 
Service  unit  men  and  eight  mis- 
sionaries have  spent  varying  periods 
of  time  at  the  project.  Twenty 
Chinese  staff  members  in  the 
various  fields  of  endeavor  have 
served  with  distinction.  Most  of  the 
money  has  been  given  by  B.S.C. 

This  area  came  under  the  control 
of  the  new  government  of  China  in 
July  of  1949.  It  has  allowed  the 
project  to  continue  to  function  in 
all  of  its  activities  and  recent  reports 
tell  of  new  activities  and  plans.  In 
January  1949,  direct  control  of  the 
work  passed  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Kiangsi  Christian  Rural 
Service  Union.  In  1950,  Mr.  C.  K. 
Shaw,  principal  of  the  Nanchang 
Academy  (Methodist)  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board.  The  executive 
secretary  of  the  service  union  and 
director  of  the  Hsiangtang  project  is 
Mr.  G.  D.  Han.  Both  of  these  Chris- 
tian gentlemen  bring  real  vision  and 
consecration  to  the  work.  Our  most 
recent  report  of  activities  of  the 
project  is  for  the  month  of  January 
1950,  as  summarized  below. 

In  the  religious  field,  Pastor  Lee 
left  in  the  summer  of  1949  to  return 
to  his  North  China  home.  Since  that 
time  no  full-time  pastor  has  been 
available.  Sunday  services  and 
morning  watch  are  regularly  held. 
Several  Christians  from  near-by 
villages  attend,  together  with  the 
staff  and  personnel  of  the  project. 
The  China  Inland  Mission  has  been 
invited  to  supply  a  pastor-evangelist 
for  regular  work.  One  of  the  plans 
is  to  help  resettle  a  number  of  Chris- 
tian refugee  families  near  by,  thus 
aiding  needy  people  as  well  as 
building    the    Christian   community. 

Early  in  January,  two  members 
of  the  staff  took  one  of  the  irrigation 
pumps  and  assisted  for  several  days 
in  rebuilding  the  dykes  of  the  Ho- 
tou  and  Hwangtong  counties.  These 
dykes  must  be  repaired  before  the 
next  flood  season. 


Thirty-nine  needy  women  are 
being  assisted  by  lending  them 
spinning  wheels  to  spin  cotton.  The 
project  furnishes  three  pounds  of 
cotton  and  receives  back  two  pounds 
of  yarn,  the  difference  being  the 
commission  allowed  the  women  for 
their  work.  This  work  could  be 
greatly  expanded  if  more  funds  were 
available. 

The  medical  work  continues.  Dr. 
Sun  Yan  Tien  of  the  Nanchang 
General  hospital  served  during  Jan- 
uary. A  total  of  216  patients  were 
treated.  The  midwife  on  the  staff 
assisted  in  nine  delivery  cases.  Real 
progress  is  being  made  in  helping 
the  farmers  understand  the  need  for 
medical  care.  Fees  are  collected, 
but  the  total  for  January  was  only 
about  US  $13. 

The  class  for  children  continues 
with  about  fifty  in  attendence.  The 
adult  character-learning  class  re- 
opened on  Jan.  15  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  forty-four.  Textbooks  are 
edited  and  printed  on  the  project 
and  are  of  such  quality  that  the 
government  is  asking  to  use  them 


on  a  wider  basis.  A  bulletin  board 
is  maintained  on  the  main  street 
of  Hsiangtang,  featuring  newspapers, 
together  with  articles  on  agriculture 
and  hygiene.  The  whole  educational 
program  is  well  received. 

The  farm  staff  is  engaged  in  mak- 
ing 100  piculs  of  fertilizer  for  spring 
use.  In  addition,  there  are  twenty 
mow  (one-sixth  acre)  of  oil  vege- 
table, five  mow  of  wheat,  two  mow 
of  vegetables,  and  five  mow  of  green 
fertilizer.  Chickens,  geese  and  goats 
are  being  raised.  A  department  has 
been  added  to  try  to  increase  crop 
production  in  the  community  to  aid 
in  combating  famine  conditions  now 
prevailing  in  other  parts  of  China. 
Three  hundred  thousand  vegetable 
sprouts  were  given  to  near-by  farm- 
ers for  spring  planting.  A  campaign 
against  the  rice-borer  is  continuing. 
New  methods  of  fertilizing  are  being 
promoted  among  the  farmers. 

These  and  other  activities  con- 
tinue. The  people  welcome  sincere 
attempts  to  render  constructive  as- 
sistance to  them  at  this  time.  Here 
is  an  opportunity  for  us  to  bridge 
the  chasms  between  nations  today. 
Let  us  give,  serve  and  pray  in  these 
days  that  friendship  and  peace  may 
abound  and  that  the  church  of  Christ 
may  be  strengthened  in  the  world. 


In  the  playing  yard 

at     the     Hsiangtang 

project 


Part   of  the  class  of 
children 
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Undergirding  the   Kingdom   Enterprise 


Harl  Russell 


Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let 
every  one  oj  you  lay  by  him  in  store, 
as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that 
there  be  no  gatherings  when  I  come 
(1  Cor.  16:2). 

Proportionate  giving  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Apostle  Paul.  He 
would  not  have  us  do  our  giving 
only  on  special  occasions.  Rather, 
he  would  have  us  "set  aside" — dedi- 
cate a  portion  —  from  all  income, 
when  it  is  received,  so  there  may 
be  a  storehouse  of  ready  funds. 
When  we  go  to  the  place  of  worship  to  make  a  formal  presentation  of  our 
gift  in  the  offering  plate,  we  have  then  no  lack  of  ample  resources  for 
God's  work. 

When  we  divide  the  portion  we  have  set  aside,  there  comes  to  us  the 
joy  of  administering.  We  begin  to  see  how  the  fruit  of  our  investment  of 
time,  ability  and  strength  can  become,  through  our  money,  a  "life"  offering 
to  God.  Stewardship  becomes  meaningful  to  us  as  we  pursue  a  trustee 
relationship  with  our  senior  "Partner." 

•Where  to  deposit  the  "set  aside"  portion  has  been  a  problem  to  Chris- 
tians of  all  ages.  Some  have  expressed  shame  at  placing  the  Lord's  money 
in  unsightly  containers.  Having  learned  of  the  new  plastic  LORD'S 
TREASURY,  many  already  have  secured  one  and  are  finding  much  satis- 
faction in  using  it.  This  depository,  with  its  label  and  cross,  dignifies  the 
separated  portion.  It  also  becomes  a  silent  reminder  of  one's  duty  and 
privilege  in  relation  to  the  management  of  money.  In  the  home  the  box 
exerts  an  air  of  restraint  when,  in  a  weak  moment,  we  would  think  of 
appropriating  God's  money  for  personal  use. 

These  beautifully  engraved  boxes  may  be  secured  at  a  cost  of  only 
50  cents  each  in  any  quantity  desired.  Simply  mail  your  order  with  money 
enclosed  to  General  Brotherhood  Board,  Department  2,  22  S.  State  Street, 
Elgin,  Illinois. 
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Men's   Work  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania Supports  Many  Projects 

The  fall  fellowship  for  men  was 
held  Oct.  1,  1949,  in  the  Hershey 
church.  Four  hundred  and  fifteen 
were  in  attendance.  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  spoke  on  A  Christian  Wit- 
ness for  1949-50  and  Bro.  R.  W. 
Schlosser  gave  an  address  on  Guid- 
ing the  Youth  of  Our  Church.  The 
district  men's  work  chorus  made  its 


initial     appearance     and     rendered 
several  numbers. 

Projects  of  local  men's  work 
groups  during  the  year  included: 
erection  of  a  bridge,  clearing  a  plot 
for  recreational  grounds  and  erecting 
a -large  entrance  sign,  all  for  Camp 
Swatara;  the  promotion  of  Gospel 
Messenger  reading,  family  and 
church  relationships,  stewardship, 
personal  evangelism,  the  Lord's  acre, 
Brethren  Service,  and  the  placement 


R.  W.  Schlosser 
is  speaking  at 
the  fall  fellow- 
ship for  men. 
Seated  are 
Robert  S  . 
Young,  chair- 
man of  men's 
work  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania, 
and  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm 


of  seven  displaced  persons  families. 

At  the  Hershey  meeting  the  men 
voted  to  accept,  in  co-operation  with 
the  men  of  the  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  sponsorship  of  a 
project  which  includes  an  addition 
to  the  main  building  at  Camp 
Swatara,  and  the  installation  of 
lavatory  and  shower  facilities. 

New  men's  work  organizations 
were  effected  in  three  additional 
congregations  during  the  year. 

Other  general  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  On  April  9  the 
Heidelburg  church  was  the  host  con- 
gregation with  357  in  attendance. 
Dr.  Clyde  Meadows  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  gave  the  address,  Winning 
Men  for  Christ.  On  July  17  there 
were  afternoon  and  evening  meet- 
ings at  Camp  Swatara,  with  an  at- 
tendance of  380.  In  the  afternoon 
there  was  a  panel  discussion  on 
pastor-minister  and  laymen  relation- 
ships, promoting  the  program  of  the 
church  through  parent-child  rela- 
tionships, fellowship  and  brother- 
hood building,  tithing  and  steward- 
ship, and  Brethren  men  promoting 
Christian  business  principles.  The 
evening  program  included  a  discus- 
sion and  a  film  concerning  displaced 
persons. — Robert  S.  Young,  Palmyra, 
Pa. 

Men's  Work  Project  in  Michigan 
Speaks    of    Co-operation 

Few  things  have  brought  more 
joyful  fellowship  among  members 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Beaverton,  Mich.,  than  the  working 
bees  held  to  harvest  the  thirty-five 
acres  of  corn  on  the  William  Mercer 
farm.  Though  the  men  were  respon- 
sible for  the  project,  boys  and  girls, 
men  and  women  turned  out  to  help. 

The  men  of  the  church  rent  the 
farm  of  Bro.  William  Mercer  on  a 
share  basis.  Each  one  joined  in  the 
plowing,  planting,  cultivating  and 
harvesting  demonstrating  that  men 
working  together  are  a  moving  force 
for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Also  of  interest  is  the  fact  that 
the  working  bees  were  held  during  a 
two-week  revival.  It  is  believed  that 
the  spirit  of  fellowship  which  gen- 
erates when  men  work  and  eat  to- 
gether carried  over  into  the  spirit 
of  the  meeting.  Bro.  Carroll  Ring- 
gold was  the  evangelist  and  brought 
stirring  messages  every  evening  to  a 
large  congregation;  the  average  at- 
tendance was  the  highest  on  record. 
Seventeen  persons  were  baptized 
during  the  meeting. 

The  men  of  the  church  are  looking 
forward  to  another  year  of  co-oper- 
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ation  for  the  Lord.  We  are  all  better 
Christians  for  having  worked  and 
labored  together. — Ernest  R.  Jehn- 
sen,  Beaverton,  Mich. 

A  Farmer  Can  Tithe 

A  number  of  years  ago  someone 
asked,  "How  can  a  farmer  tithe?" 
It  is  easy  to  show  a  salaried  person 
how  he  can  tithe.  At  the  time  that 
I  was  asked  that  question  I  had  to 
admit  that  for  a  farmer  to  figure 
his  tithe  is  much  more  difficult.  Re- 
cently I  learned  from  a  farmer,  who 
was  a  deacon  and  a  practical  Chris- 
tian, the  answer  to  the  question  that 
had  been  difficult  a  few  years  ago. 

This  brother's  income  fluctuated 
several  thousands  of  dollars  in  dif- 
ferent years.  His  devotion  to  the 
church  and  his  unselfish  spirit  knew 
no  ups  and  downs.  Faithfully  and 
regularly  he  gave  to  the  work  of  the 
local  church,  the  district  and  the 
Brotherhood.  All  that  he  had  was 
held  in  trust  for  the  Lord.  His  gifts 
of  food  or  financial  help  had  reached 
almost  every  home  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Tithing  was  easy  for  this  deacon 
because  he  did  not  figure  on  one 
tenth.  He  always  tried  to  give  "at 
least  as  much  as  the  law  allowed" — 
fifteen  per  cent.  The  year  1949  was 
a  bad  year  for  him  financially.  It 
was  a  good  year  for  him,  neverthe- 
less. He  gave  liberally.  When  he 
figured  up  his  tax  report  he  dis- 
covered with  joy  that  his  giving  had 
been  more  than  thirty  per  cent  of 
his  income.  Because  he  loved  God, 
that  made  him  feel  good. 

Just  a  few  weeks  after  he  closed 
1949  in  what  seemed  to  be  the  best 
of  health,  his  heavenly  Father  called 
him.  One  who  had  been  close  to  him 
and  had  been  rather  concerned 
about  his  utter  unconcern  for  him- 
self remarked  to  me  as  we  sat  before, 
the  open  casket,  "Henry  was  right." 
When  one  has  loved  God  enough  and 
served  him  faithfully  it  is  easy  to 
reckon  our  stewardship  when  we 
come  before  him. 

It  is  easy  for  a  farmer  to  tithe,  if 
he  loves  God  enough. — E.  Paul 
Weaver,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Fifty-fifth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Warren  cele- 
brated their  fifty-fifth  wedding  anniver- 
sary on  Feb.  12,  1950.  at  their  home  in 
Canton,  111.  The  couple  were  married  Feb. 
12,   1895,  by  Bro.  Solomon  Bucklew. 

Six  of  their  nine  children  were  present 
for  the  celebration.    They  were:  Clyde  L. 


of  Peoria,  111.,  George  W.  of  Liverpool, 
111.,  Harry  C,  Francis  H.,  Mrs.  Lucy  M. 
Cleer  and  Mrs.  Nina  M.  Kauzlerich,  all  of 
Canton,  111.  Also  present  were  fourteen 
grandchildren  and  Clinton  Warren,  broth- 
er of  Mr.  Warren.  Their  other  children 
are  as  follows:  Carl  V.  of  Albuquerque,  N. 
M.,  Chester  N.  of  Denver,  Colo.,  and  John 
S.  of  Canton,  111.  The  couple  have  nine- 
teen grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
son.— Chester  N.  Warren,  Denver,  Colo. 

Married  Fifty   Years 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  F.  Howe  observed 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  on  Dec. 
9,  1949,  at  their  home  in  Warrensburg,  Mo., 
with  a  family  dinner  at  which  their  eight 
children  were  present.  Open  house  was 
held  in  the  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Howe,  the  former  Zetta  Slusher, 
was  born  in  Floyd  County,  Va„  in  1882. 
Harvey  F.  Howe,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  J.  Howe,  was  born  near  Montserrat, 
Mo.,  in  1879.  The  couple  were  married 
Dec.  9,  1899.  Following  their  marriage, 
they  lived  on  a  farm  in  Johnson  County, 
later  moving  to  Kansas.  They  returned  to 
Warrensburg  to  make  their  home  about 
twenty-four  years  ago. 

The  eight  children  who  attended  the 
family  dinner  are:  Eldon  of  North  Platte, 
Nebr.,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Roberts  of  Bertrand, 
Nebr.,  Wilbur  of  Guide  Rock,  Nebr.,  Mrs. 
Hazel  McNichols  of  Guide  Rock,  Nebr., 
Mrs.  Charles  Pevestorff  of  Higginsville, 
Mo.,  Mrs.  Eugene  Gnagy  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.,  Mrs.  Kelly  Blythe  of  Warrensburg, 
Mo.,  and  Mrs.  Mable  Brandt  at  home.  The 
couple  also  have  twenty-seven  grandchil- 
dren and  twelve  great-grandchildren. — 
Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Shelly  of  Ollie,  Iowa, 
celebrated  their  golden  anniversary  on 
March   4,    1950,    with   a   family   dinner   at 
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their  home.  All  of  their  children  and  ten 
grandchildren  were  present.  Also  their 
brothers  and  sisters  who  attended  the 
wedding  fifty  years  ago  were  present. 
Open  house  was  held  in  the  afternoon. 

Frank  Shelly  and  Nettie  Yule  were  mar- 
ried at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents 
near  Ollie,  March  4,  1900.  They  moved  to 
a  farm  in  the  neighborhood,  later  moving 
to  his  old  homestead  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, where  they  remained  until  two 
years  ago  when  they  retired  to  the  town 
of  Ollie. 

Both  were  always  very  active  in  the 
South  Keokuk  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Bro.  Shelly  was  called  to  the  ministry  in 
1906  and  served  the  home  church  faithfully 
as  minister  and  elder  in  the  free  ministry 
until  three  years  ago  when  a  pastor  was 
hired. 

They  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
Mrs.  Beulah  Coffman  of  South  English, 
Iowa,  Mrs.  Blanche  Singleton  of  Richland, 
Iowa,  Edwin  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  Mrs. 
Lois  Williams  of  Ollie.  A  son,  Paul,  is  de- 
ceased.— Mrs.  Evert  Coffman,  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa. 

Bailey-Welsh. — John  W.  Bailey  and  Car- 
ole Ann  Welsh,  in  the  home  of  the  bride's 
aunt,  April  8,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Floyd  N.  Biddix,  Orlando,  Fla. 

Brubaker-Jacquoi. — Wayne  M.  Brubaker 
of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  Bernice  K.  Jacquot  of 
Risingsun,    Ohio,    in   the   Fostoria    church 


parsonage,  Ohio,  Feb.  20,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Oliver  Royer,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Chxislman-Maliox.  —  Robert  Christman 
and  Evelyn  J.  Mattox  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  in 
the  Fostoria  church,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Oliver  Royer,  Fos- 
toria, Ohio. 

Dell-Meizler. — Joe  Dell  and  Helen  Metz- 
ler,  Dec.  16,  1949,  in  Nappanee,  Ind.,  by 
the  undersigned. — D.  Eugene  Lichty,  Chi- 
cago, HI. 

Fox-Dilling. — Sidney  Fox  and  Fern  Dill- 
ing,  March  30,  1950,  in  the  Windber  church. 
Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — C.  H.  Gehman, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Kaufman-Whilehead. — Melvin  Kaufman 
and  Lois  Whitehead,  in  the  Rock  Run 
church,  Ind.,  April  9,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Ralph  Petry,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Kreider-Fomey. — Richard  Kreider  and 
Arlene  Forney,  both  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in 
the  Bird  in  hand  Methodist  church.  Pa., 
April  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Schneider  of  the  Methodist 
church. — Roy  S.  Forney,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Kulp-Rhoads. — Robert  Kulp  and  Anna 
Mae  Rhoads,  in  the  Lititz  church.  Pa., 
April  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Jacob 
T.  Dick,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Meiz-Brewbaker. — Clarence  Dudley  Metz 
of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  and  Marjorie  Mae 
Brewbaker  of  Buchanan,  Va.,  April  8,  1950, 
in  the  Cloverdale  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Chester  S.  Harley,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Myer-Hackman. — Reuben  E.  Myer*  and 
Emma  G.  Hackman,  in  the  Lititz  church 
parsonage,  Pa.,  Jan.  5,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Jacob  T.  Dick,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Yoder-Hosietier. — John  David  Yoder  and 
Betty  Jo  Hostetter,  at  the  West  Mennon- 
ite  church,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Ralph  Schrock,  Flint,   Mich. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


John  L.  Bowman 

John  L.  Bowman  was  born  at  Jones 
Mill,  Pa.,  March  1,  1866,  and  died  in  the 
same  community  March  6,  1950. 

In  the  days  of  the  free  ministry,  he 
combined  his  teaching  career  with  the 
ministry.  For  forty-two  years  he  taught 
in  the  elementary  schools  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1895  he  graduated  from  the  California 
State  Normal  School.  In  1899  he  graduated 
from  Juniata  College. 

In  1895  he  was  married  to  Martha  Logan 
of  Jones  Mill. 

In  1895  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 
He  held  pastorates  in  the  Berlin  and  Vince 
Brethren  churches.  He  served  additional 
charges  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Distant,  Pa.,  the  Brethren  church  at  Louis- 
ville, Ohio,  and  his  final  charge  was  the 
Linwood  Brethren  church.  He  retired 
from  the  teaching  profession  in  1930  and 
from  active  pastoral  work  in  1936. 

He  spent  his  later  years  in  urging  a  re- 
union of  the  Brethren  groups.  He  held  his 
membership  in  the  Johnstown  Brethren 
church,  but  he  seldom  missed  services  in 
the  County  Line  Church  of  the  Brethren 
after  his  return  to  Jones  Mill  in  1949. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
County  Line  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
Bro.  William  L.  Gould,  assisted  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Nebe 
cemetery,  near  Champion,  Pa. — Elmer  Q. 
Gleim,  Champion,  Pa. 

Amanda  Fahnestock 

Amanda  Fahnestock,  daughter  of  Joseph 
M.  and  Magdalena  Yoder  Kauffman,  was 
bom  Nov.  20,  1858,  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  McPherson,  Kansas, 
June  18,  1949. 

In  1881  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
S.  B.  Fahnestock  at  New  Carlisle,  Ohio.  In 
1882  both  she  and  her  husband  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Covington, 
Ohio. 

In  1889  they  moved  to  McPherson  Col- 
lege and  were  among  its  first  teachers. 
From  1900  to  1903  Mrs.  Fahnestock  took 
the  Bible  course  at  McPherson  College, 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.S.L. 
She  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
and  her  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  in 
1916-1917,  all  at  McPherson. 


Mrs.  Fahnestock  taught  in  the  college 
from  1889  to  1895,  and  from  1900  to  1927. 
In  1920  she  became  the  first  dean  of  wom- 
en at  the  college.  She  was  always  active 
in  Sunday-school  work,  first  as  a  teacher 
of  the  students'  class,  and  later  of  the 
women's  Bible  class;  and  from  1904  to  1911 
she  was  president  of  the  college  Y.W.C.A. 
Her  quiet,  gentle  demeanor,  her  exem- 
plary social  and  religious  life  are  among 
the  best  traditions  of  the  college. 

Services  were  conducted  by  W.  W. 
Peters,  president  of  McPherson  College, 
at  the  First  church,  McPherson.  Burial 
was  in  the  McPherson  mausoleum. — J.  J. 
Yoder,  McPherson,  Kansas,  and  Edward 
Frantz,  La  Verne,   Calif. 

Sophia  Sink  Wade 

Sophia  Wade,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Sink,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1851,  and 
died  Jan.  3,  1950. 

Sister  Wade  was 
a  faithful  member 
of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for 
nearly  forty  years. 
Surviving  are 
three  daughters 
and  two  sons:  Mrs. 
Mary  Edwards  of 
St.  Augustine,  Fla., 
Mrs.  Judith  Miles 
of  Marion,  Va.,  Mrs. 
M.  C.  Garst  of  Roa- 
noke, Va.,  Alonza 
of  Salem,  Va.,  Rob- 
ert of  Covington, 
V  a  . ;  twenty-one 
grandchildren;  thir- 
ty-eight great- 
grandchildren and  one  great-great-grand- 
child. Her  husband,  Thomas  Wade,  passed 
away  fifteen  vears  ago. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
Peters  Creek  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  R.  E.  Martin.  Interment 
was  in  East  Hill  cemetery,  near  the 
church. — J.  S.  Showalter,  Roanoke,  Va. 

William  and  Amanda  Mohler 

William  Keller,  son  of  David  and  Su- 
sannah Keller  Mohler,  was  born  in  Ash- 
land   County,    Ohio,    March   24,    1858,    and 


passed  away  at  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Dec.  13,  1949. 

When  he  was  three  years  old,  his  parents 
returned  to  their  native  Pennsylvania,  liv- 
ing in  Ephrata  Township.  He  conducted 
his  own  tailoring  business  in  Ephrata  until 
he  was  eighty  years  of  age.  Many  ministers 
of  the  Brotherhood  came  from  distant 
parts  to  have  suits  made.  Bro.  Mohler 
served  many  years  as  treasurer  of  the 
Sunday  school.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
civic  affairs,  serving  as  the  fourth  burgess 
of  Ephrata. 

In  1902  he  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

Amanda  Keller  Mohler,  daughter  of 
John  Royer  and  Mary  Sahm  Keller,  was 
born  near  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Feb.  12,  1863,  and 
passed  away  on  Jan.  23,  1950. 

Since  1902  she  had  been  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  church  functions  and  she  was 
an  active  member  of  the  ladies'  aid  society 
until  the  last  few  years.  Despite  her  ill- 
ness she  remained  her  same  sweet,  patient 
self. 

Brother  and  Sister  Mohler  were  mar- 
ried  in    1884.     To    this    union    were    born 


three  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  are 
survived  by  a  son,  Milton  K.,  two  daugh- 
ters, Sadie  K.  and  Anna  Neely,  seven 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Funeral  services  for  both  Bro.  Mohler 
and  Sister  Mohler  were  held  by  Bro.  Wil- 
fred Staufer.  Burial  was  in  the  Mohler 's 
cemetery  near  Ephrata. — Mabel  M.  Myer, 
Ephrata,  Pa. 

Carter,  Daniel  Lee,  son  of  Brindley  Car- 
ter, was  born  Oct.  6,  1867,  near  Sweet 
Springs,  W.  Va.  He  was  married  to  Anna 
Mary  Watts  in  1890.  He  was  an  alumnus 
of  Bridgewater  College.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  life. 
He  and  his  wife  helped  to  organize  and 
build  up  the  Selma  church,  where  funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  writer. — J.  M. 
Henry,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Charles,  C.  Nelson,  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1913,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
March  2,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Anna 
Ruth  Forney,  daughter  of  Bro.  Roy  S. 
Forney,  pastor  of  the  Morrellville  church 
in  Johnstown,  Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  children,  four  brothers  and  two 
sisters.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
East  Fairview  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  Earl  Brubaker.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Graybill  cemetery  near 
East  Petersburg. — Mrs.  John  P.  Gingrich, 
East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Eichelberger,  Lizzie  K.,  daughter  of  Ez- 
ra and  Amanda  K.  Wenger,  was  born 
Sept.  1,  1876,  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  Oct.  30,  1949,  at  her  home  in  East 
Petersburg,  Pa.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  was  a  loyal  worker  in  the  ladies' 
aid  society.  In  1901  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  John  G.  Eichelberger.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  three 
daughters,  four  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandchild and  seven  brothers  and  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Elders 
Phares  J.  Forney  and  S.  Clyde  Weaver  at 
the  East  Petersburg  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  John 
P.  Gingrich,  East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Fanning,  Winifred  Leola,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Applegarth,  was  born 
at  Haxtun,  Colo.,  July  22,  1918,  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1950,  at  the  McCook  hospital.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Haxtun, 
Colo.  On  Feb.  25,  1937,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Edgar  Fanning  of  Wauneta, 
Nebr.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six 
children.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, five  children,  her  parents  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Wauneta  in  the  Methodist  church  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  Melvin  Ire- 
land of  the  Methodist  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  Wauneta  cemetery. — Wilbur  R. 
Hoover,   Enders,   Nebr. 

Funk,  Joseph  C,  son  of  Elder  J.  C. 
Funk,  died  at  his  home  in  Mercersburg, 
Pa.,  March  1,  1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1903.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Lottie  Myers  Funk,  two 
sons,  one  daughter  and  six  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Stone 
Bridge  church  by  Elder  S.  F.  Spitzer,  as- 
sisted by  Glen  R.  Winters.  Burial  was  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — Cora 
Winters,   Hagerstown,   Md. 

Gamble,  Howard  R.,  son  of  Mollie  and 
Milo  Edson  Gamble,  was  born  April  2, 
1906,  at  Persia,  Iowa,  and  was  killed  March 
2,  1950,  in  a  tractor  accident  near  his  home. 
He  was  baptized  into  the  Methodist 
Church  while  attending  high  school  at 
Shelby,  Iowa.  On  April  5,  1941,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Wava  Jarboe,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  three  children. 
After  their  marriage,  Howard  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  baptism.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
three  children,  his  parents  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Persia 
Methodist  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Shelby  cemetery.— Earl  E.  Jarboe,  Lenox, 
Iowa. 

Hahn,  Acel,  was  born  in  Wells  County, 
near  Bluffton,  Ind.,  Feb.  22,  1888,  and  died 
near  Arba,  Ind.,  March  22,  1950.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Friends  Church  of 
Morgan  Creek  near  Carlos,  Ind.,  in  1932. 
He    was    united    in    marriage    with    Nellie 


Van  Fleet  on  July  6,  1913.  In  1940  he,  his 
wife  and  two  daughters  united  with  the 
Beech  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Southern  Ohio.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Dolar  Ritchey  in 
the  Beech  Grove  church.  Burial  was  near 
Portland,  Ind. — Dolar  Ritchey,  Hollans- 
burg,  Ohio. 

Keplinger,  Mark,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Keplinger,  was  born  near  Eaton, 
Ind.,  July  14,  1867,  and  died  March  23,  1950. 
He  was  married  to  Janie  Rench  on  Feb. 
26,  1887.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  brother  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Union  Grove  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  his  pastor,  Ernest  Detrick.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Union  cemetery  near  Eaton, 
Ind. — J.  Andrew  Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Lefever,  Abram  G.,  son  of  Amos  and 
Lizzie  Groff  Lefever,  was  born  in  East 
Lampeter  Township,  Pa.,  Dec.  7,  1889,  and 
died  March  14,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Kathryn  Shenk,  one 
daughter,  one  granddaughter,  four  sisters 
and  three  brothers.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Lititz  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  pastor,  Elder 
Jacob  T.  Dick,  in  the  Lititz  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Mellinger's  Mennonite  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Miller,  Alice  Moomaw,  daughter  of  Cal- 
vin F.  and  Sarah  N.  Moomaw,  was  born  in 
Delaware  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  15,  1869.  Early 
in  life  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Dec.  23.  1893, 
she  was  married  to  John  William  Miller, 
who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1910.  She 
is  survived  by  two  children,  five  grand- 
children, three  great-grandchildren,  one 
sister  and  three  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Mexico  Welfare 
Home  in  Indiana  by  Bro.  Robert  L.  Sink 
and  Bro.  Grater  and  at  the  Union  Grove 
church  by  Bro.  Sink  and  Bro.  V.  B. 
Browning.  Burial  was  in  the  Union  ceme- 
tery near  Eaton,  Ind. — Mrs.  Edith  M. 
Guild,  Harvey,  111. 

Miller,  Margaret  M.,  daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Martha  Botticher  Rarick,  was  born 
Nov.  10,  1856,  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  March  23,  1950,  at  the  home  of  her 
son  in  Mattawana,  Pa.  She  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  was  the  oldest  and  last  surviving 
charter  member  of  the  Pine  Glen  church. 
She  was  a  teacher  of  a  Sunday-school  class 
of  intermediate  boys  for  more  than  a  half 
century  was  was  awarded  a  medal  by  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Sabbath  School  As- 
sociation for  this  honor.  She  also  served 
with  her  husband  in  the  office  of  deacon 
and  was  active  in  all  phases  of  church 
work  as  long  as  her  health  permitted.  In 
1874  she  was  united  in  mariage  to  John  H. 
Miller,  who  preceded  her  in  death  on  Feb. 
27,  1913.  To  this  union  three  sons  were 
born,  two  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  is  survived  by  one  son,  four  grand- 
children, nine  great-grandchildren  and  one 
great-great-grandchild.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Booth  funeral  home  in 
McVeytown  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Richard 
Gottshall,  assisted  by  Bro.  Lawrence 
Ruble.  Interment  was  in  the  Pine  Gien 
cemetery. — Margaret  L.  Miller,  Matta- 
wana, Pa. 

Miller,  William  Warder,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Betsy  Miller,  was  born  Sept.  17,  1863,  in 
Monroe  County,  Iowa,  and  died  March  23, 
1950.  On  March  25,  1886,  he  was  married  to 
Alice  Burlingame,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  six  children.  His  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren preceded  him  in  death.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  He  served  the  church  as 
deacon  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  is 
survived  by  two  sons,  seven  grandchildren, 
nine  great-grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Monroe  County  church  by  his  pastor, 
the  undersigned. — William  H.  Brower,  Al- 
bia,  Iowa. 

Oldham,  William  Henry,  son  of  John  and 
Ida  Albaugh  Oldham,  was  born  April  10, 
1888,  near  Alum  Bank,  Pa.,  and  died 
March   11,    1950,   at   his  home.    He   is  sur- 
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vived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Darr  Oldham, 
three  sons,  two  daughters,  his  father,  four- 
teen grandchildren,  four  brothers  and  one 
sister.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Holsinger  church  for  fifteen  years.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Holsinger 
church  by  Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Green- 
castle,  Pa.,  and  Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole  of 
New  Paris,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the  Fisher- 
town  cemetery.— Mrs.  Russell  Mickle,  New 
Paris,  Pa. 

Page,  Charles  Herman,  was  born  Dec.  4, 
1880,  in  Bourbon  County,  Kansas,  and 
died  March  14,  1950,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  Bakersfield,  Calif.  On  March 
22,  1905,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ona 
Maude  Broom.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  a  young  man  and 
was  active  in  church  work.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  four  daughters,  one  son,  six 
brothers,  four  sisters  and  seven  grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  west  of  Strath- 
more,  Calif.,  by  Bro.  Clarence  Brubaker. 
Interment  was  in  the  Home  of  Peace  cem- 
etery.—Clarence  E.  Brubaker,  Lindsay, 
Calif. 

Powell,  William  S.,  was  born  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  and  died  March  23,  1950,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Approximately  elev- 
en years  ago  he  and  his  wife  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  White  Cottage, 
Ohio.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
sons,  fourteen  grandchildren  and  twenty- 
two  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  William  Thompson 
and  Sons  funeral  home  in  White  Cottage 
by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the 
Fultonham  cemetery. — H.  P.  Garner, 
White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Sargent,  Shirley  Marie,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Sargent,  was  born  Oct. 
4,  1932,  in  McPherson,  Kansas,  and  died  at 
the  St.  Francis  hospital  in  Wichita,  Kansas, 
March  7,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  First  church  in  Mc- 
Pherson by  Bro.  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.  In- 
terment was  in  the  McPherson  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Paul  Sargent,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

Spiggle,  Franklin  Perry,  son  of  William 
J.  and  Christina  Spiggle,  was  born  June 
11,  1878,  and  died  March  9.  1950.  He  was 
married  in  1904  to  Daisy  Gochenour.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  three  daughters  and 
six  grandchildren.  He  joined  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  1895,  was  elected  clerk 
of  the  Woodstock  congregation  in  1896 
and  served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for 
forty-six  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Dillinger  funeral  home  by 
Elder  L.  M.  Helsley.  Burial  was  in  the 
Valley  Pike  cemetery. — Luther  B.  Kohne, 
Maurertown,  Va. 

Swope,  Annie  Shelly,  daughter  of 
George  and  Katherine  Becker,  was  born 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  16,  1865, 
and  died  in  the  Keystone  hospital  in  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  March  29,  1950.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  John  A.  Swope,  who  preceded  her 
in  death.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Hanoverdale  church  for  several  years. 
Five  children  preceded  her  in  death.  She 
is  survived  by  four  daughters,  four  sons, 
one  brother,  two  sisters,  twenty-five 
grandchildren  and  eighteen  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Hanoverdale  church  by  Elder  Hiram 
J.  Frysinger,  assisted  by  Brethren  Carl 
Zeigler  and  Norman  Patrick.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Anna 
Mary  Patrick,  Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Van  Dyke,  John  Glasgo,  was  born  May 
29,  1860,  in  McVeytown,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  La  Verne,  Calif.,  Feb.  18, 
1950.  He  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  June  1874.  On  March  16, 
1882,  he  was  married  to  Ida  E.  Dell,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  in  August  1947.  He 
is  survived  by  five  daughters,  one  sister, 
five  brothers,  eleven  grandchildren,  fifteen 
great-grandchildren  and  two  great-great- 
grandchildren. About  twelve  years  ago 
he  lost  his  sight,  after  which  he  began  to 
braid  rugs  as  a  hobby.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  La  Verne  church  by  the 
pastor  and  Bro.  Cleo  C.  Beery.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery. — 
Galen  B.  Ogden,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
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Delaware 

Wilmington.— The  young  adults  are 
sponsoring  monthly  fellowship  suppers  for 
all  of  the  families  of  the  church.  Usually 
a  film  is  shown  after  the  supper.  Since  the 
beginning  of  our  church  year,  we  have  ex- 
tensively expanded  our  work  in  the  com- 
munity. Four  community  clubs  have  been 
formed  and  meetings  are  held  weekly  at 
the  church.  A  Girl  Scout  troop  of  the 
community  uses  our  church  for  its  meeting 
place.  The  women's  work  is  sponsoring 
the  organization  of  a  Home  Makers  club 
for  the  community.  Mr.  Rufus  Green  of 
Southern  Rhodesia,  Africa,  spoke  to  us  on 
Jan.  1.  We  have  a  tape  recorder  which  is 
used  each  Sunday  so  that  the  Sunday  serv- 
ice can  be  taken  to  the  homes  of  our  shut- 
in  members  by  our  home  department  su- 
perintendent. A  projector  designed  to 
show  both  slides  and  strip  films  has  been 
donated  by  George  and  Matilda  Mayer  as 
a  living  memorial  to  Mrs.  Mayer's  parents, 
William  and  Lydia  Best.  Recently  our 
women's  work  group  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  women's  Christian  service  of  the 
Mt.  Joy  Methodist  church.  This  is  our 
second  interracial  meeting.  Grace  Clap- 
per, China  missionary,  was  with  us  for 
several  days  during  March.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Holy  Thursday  evening. 
— Mrs.  Elva  H.  Wickersham,  Newark,  Del. 

Illinois 
Hurricane  Creek. — We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club  again  this  year.  Bro.  Oliver 
and  his  family  of  Selma,  Iowa,  were  with 
us  recently  and  he  preached  at  both  morn- 
ing and  evening  services  on  two  Sundays. 
On  Jan.  29  the  young  people's  sectional 
meeting  of  the  Southern  District  of  Illi- 
nois was  held  in  our  church.  Five  churches 
were  represented.  Bro.  Glenn  Stauffer  de- 
livered two  inspiring  messages  on  mis- 
sions. Our  aid  society  is  quilting.  Since 
our  last  report,  one  of  our  members  has 
been  called  by  death.  Our  church  is  still 
without  a  pastor. — Mrs.  Pearl  Parker, 
Smithboro,  111. 

Indiana 

Logansport. — We  have  a  100%  Messen- 
ger club  and  are  sending  the  Messenger  to 
several  institutions.  In  February  we  had 
studies  in  visitation  evangelism.  On  Feb. 
7  there  was  an  interdenominational  mass 
meeting  at  the  M.  E.  church,  at  which 
Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill  led  the  singing.  On 
Feb.  5  the  young  people  had  charge  of  the 
services.  At  the  morning  service  addresses 


were  given  by  Sister  Ruth  Hilbert  and 
Joyce  Johnson.  Our  women  sent  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  the  General  Brotherhood 
Fund  and  are  making  up  twenty-five  yards 
of  material  into  clothing  for  the  national 
project  for  relief.  We  united  with  the  city 
churches  in  World's  Day  of  Prayer  serv- 
ices. Several  young  people  attended  the 
sectional  conference  at  Mexico  in  Febru- 
ary. Elder  T.  A.  Shively  presided  at  our 
March  council,  at  which  time  Brother  and 
Sister  Robert  Sebert  were  again  relicensed 
to  the  ministry.  Our  pastor,  Roy  Richey, 
was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Our  spring  communion  was 
held  on  Palm  Sunday  evening  and  special 
Easter  services  were  held  on,  Thursday 
night  of  that  week.  Our  city  had  its  first 
union  Easter  sunrise  service  at  the  Berry 
Bowl  this  year.  We  also  united  in  the 
union  pre-Easter  noon  services  and  the 
three-hour  Good  Friday  service.  Each  Sun- 
day evening  during  March  we  served  sup- 
per at  the  church  and  then  had  a  home 
mission  study  class  for  all  ages.  On  March 
19  the  moving  picture,  The  Salt  of  the 
Earth,  was  shown.  The  same  evening  we 
had  a  forty-five-minute  Lenten  service 
over  station  WSAL.  The  Berean  class  do- 
nated $100  to  the  parsonage  fund. — Flor- 
ence E.  B.  Arnold,  Logansport,  Ind. 

South  Whitley. — At  our  recent  quarterly 
council  Edgar  Miller  and  Loren  Metzger 
were  elected  as  deacons.  Later  installa- 
tion services,  conducted  by  our  pastor  and 
elder,  were  held  for  them  and  their  wives. 
Our  church  sent  a  large  collection  of  re- 
lief clothing,  comforters  and  grease  to 
Nappanee  in  January.  One  letter  has  been 
received  since  our  last  report.  One  of  our 
church  deacons,  Bro.  George  Baker,  passed 
away.  Our  pastor  had  charge  of  our  regu- 
lar quarterly  council  on  March  9  owing 
to  the  illness  of  our  elder,  Bro.  Elmer 
Gilbert.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  were 
chosen  as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Con- 
ference and  Mrs.  Frances  Copeland  will 
represent  our  church  at  the  music  and 
worship  conference.  The  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  was  observed  on  March  12. 
Bro.  A.  F.  Morris  had  charge  of  our  pre- 
Easter  meetings.  An  Easter  cantata,  un- 
der the  direction  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ver- 
non Stinebaugh,  was  given  on  the  evening 
of  April  9.  Plans  are  being  made  for  our 
evangelistic  services  to  be  held  May  14-21 
by  Moyne  Landis  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio. — 
Rachel  Auker,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Kansas 

Conway    Springs. — The    film,    Reaching 

From    Heaven,    was    shown    at   the    union 

services  recently.    The  men's  work  of  the 

district  raised  their   quota   of  eight   cents 
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His  works  have  appeared  in  religious  magazines  and  this 
is  his  seventh  book  of  children's  sermons. 

The  price  is  $1.50 
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per  member.  The  women  attended  the 
district  women's  rally  at  the  Larned 
church.  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crum- 
packer  were  here  in  January  and  gave 
talks  and  showed  pictures  on  the  mission- 
ary work  in  China.  The  trustees  have  been 
doing  some  repair  work  at  the  parsonage. 
A  union  World  Day  of  Prayer  service  was 
held  at  the  Presbyterian  church  on  Feb. 
24.  We  had  a  father  and  son  banquet  on 
March  1,  with  Bro.  Mohler  and  Bro.  Shelly 
as  our  guest  speakers.  The  McPherson 
College  quartet  was  also  with  us  at  that 
time.  Bro.  Ralph  Hodgden,  our  pastor, 
has  resigned  and  will  move  to  the  Wash- 
ington Creek  church  near  Topeka  in 
Northeastern  Kansas  on  Sept.  1.  Over 
twenty  persons  from  Conway  Springs 
went  to  the  dedication  services  of  the  new 
church  in  Wichita  on  March  12.  Four  of 
our  members  attended  the  men's  rally  at 
Eden  Valley  on  March  18.  Bro.  M.  R. 
Zigler  was  the  guest  speaker.  On  March 
19  Bro.  Raymond  Flory  of  McPherson  was 
our  guest  speaker.  The  ladies'  trio  of  Mc- 
Pherson sang  for  us.  We  had  a  basket  din- 
ner at  noon  and  the  McPherson  College 
quartet  and  ladies'  trio  sang  for  us  at  the 
union  meeting  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  We  had 
a  business  meeting  on  March  21,  with  Bro. 
Harvey  Hostetler,  our  elder,  presiding. 
Our  pastoral  committee  were  authorized  to 
secure  a  pastor  beginning  Sept.  1. — Amos 
O.  Brubaker,   Conway  Springs,  Kansas. 

Larned. — We  called  Bro.  Burton  Holmes 
as  our  pastor.  Our  district  meeting  at 
Garden  City  was  well  attended.  Many 
comforters  and  washrag  kits  were  donated 
by  the  district  women  for  our  project  in 
Kassel,  Germany.  During  the  month  of 
January  we  had  a  mission  study  on  Japan 
Begins  Again.  We  sent  twenty-five  dollars 
to  the  American  Bible  Society  for  Bibles 
for  Japan.  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  of  McPherson 
was  with  us  for  a  revival  March  12-19.  We 
have  a  100%  Messenger  club  this  year. 
Mrs.  Charlie  Turner  is  also  placing  the 
Messenger  in  our  public  library  in  Larned. 
—Mrs.  Weldon  Howell,  Larned,  Kansas. 

Maryland 
Weslernpori.— The  CBYF  district  round- 
table  was  held  in  the  Frostburg  church 
with  a  good  representation  from  our 
church.  The  Western  Maryland  district 
.  meeting  was  held  in  our  church.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Dettra,  was  elected  moderator 
for  next  year  and  was  also  elected  by  the 
district  as  a  member  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee at  Annual  Conference.  The  church 
annex  has  been  remodeled,  giving  us  four 
extra  Sunday-school  rooms,  a  recreation 
room  and  a  kitchen.  Most  of  the  work 
and  finances  were  donated  by  the  CBYF. 
The  district  men's  banquet  was  held  at  our 
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church.  Thirty-nine  seals  were  given  for 
perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  school  for 
the  past  year.  Two  gold  pins  were  awarded 
for  twenty  years'  attendance  to  two  sis- 
ters and  one  brother  has  eighteen'  years 
of  perfect  attendance.  Bro.  Wendell  Flory, 
returned  missionary  to  China,  was  with  us 
for  three  days  in  February  for  a  mission- 
ary program.  We  went  over  the  goal  for 
the  Brotherhood  Fund.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  our  spring  revival,  which  will 
be  held  April  17-30,  with  Bro.  Elmer  E. 
Ebersole  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  as  the  evan- 
gelist.— Mrs.  Thelma  L.  Dettra,  Western- 
port,  Md. 

North  Carolina 
Little  Pine. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
are  making  plans  to  put  gravel  on  our 
church  parking  space.  On  the  evening  of 
March  21  an  anointing  service  was  held  in 
the  home  of  Elder  W.  H.  Handy.  Five  per- 
sons were  anointed  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lord  by  Elder  J.  R.  Jackson  and  Bro.  Eck 
Frost  of  Galax,  Va.  At  present  we  are 
planning  an  Easter  program  for  the  young 
people's  class  in  our  Sunday  school. — Mrs. 
John  Vaughn,  Ennice,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Ashland  City. — Our  church  united  with 
the  churches  of  the  city  in  special  services 
during    the    first    week    of    January.     The 


Announcements 


ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June    13-18,    Grand    Rapids, 
Mich. 

LOVE     FEASTS 

Illinois 

May   13,   Allison  Prairie. 
Indiana 

May  13,  Buck  Creek. 

May   13,  Windfall. 

May  13,  7:30  pm,  Blue  Riv- 
er. 

May  20,  Rossville. 

May  20,    8   pm,    Upper   Fall 
Creek. 

May  27,  Liberty  Mills. 

May  27,   8  pm,  New  Salem. 

June  3,  Camp  Creek. 
Maryland 

May  13,  2:30  pm,  Broadford- 
ing. 

May    13,    5:30    pm,    Browns- 
ville. 

May  14,  Locust  Grove. 

May        21,        Peachblossom, 
Fairview. 

May  28,  7  pm,  Piney  Creek. 


Ohio 

May    20,     7:30    pm, 

District. 
June  3,  Bear  Creek. 


Middle 


Pennsylvania 

May   13,   1:30  pm,   Richland. 

May    13,    7    pm,    Pine    Glen. 

May  13,   14,   Little   Swatara. 

May  13,  14,  2:30  pm,  Mid- 
way. 

May  14,  Snake  Spring. 

May  14,  10:15  am  and  6  pm, 
Shrewsbury. 

May  14,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove, 
Kemper. 

May  14,  2  and  6:30  pm,  In- 
dian Creek. 

May  14,  6:30  pm,  Maple 
Spring. 

May  17,  18,  10  am,  West 
Greentree,    Rheems. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  White 
Oak,   Graybill. 

May  20,  10  am,  Big  Swatara, 
Hanoverdale. 

May   20,   2   pm,    Bareville. 

May  20,  21,  10  am,  Schuyl- 
kill, Big  Dam. 


May   20,   21,    1:30   pm,    Back 

Creek,  Brandt  house. 
May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
berg. 
May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Meyer. 
May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Spring- 

ville,  Mohler. 
May  20,  21,   1:30  pm,  Upper 

Conewago,  Mummerts. 
May   21,    Carson   Valley. 
May  21,  Salunga. 
May  21,    10   am,   and   6  pm, 

Mount  ville. 
May     21,     2     pm,     Maiden 

Creek. 
May  21,   7  pm,   Raven  Run. 
May    24,    25,    10    am,    West 

Conestoga,   Middle    Creek. 
May  27.  1 :30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 
May  27,   2  pm,   Akron. 
May   27,    28,    10:30    am,    An- 

tietam. 
May    28,     7:30     pm,     Ridge, 

Fogelsanger. 
June  4,  10:15  am  and  6  pm, 

Codorus. 
June  4,  7  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June   4,   7:30   pm,   Mechanic 

Grove. 


Philo  Sunday-school  class,  a  recently  or- 
ganized young  married  people's  class,  had 
the  pastor's  study,  the  choir  room  and  the 
back  stairways  painted.  A  refugee  dinner 
consisting  of  dried  milk  and  cereal  was 
held  in  the  basement  of  our  church,  spon- 
sored by  CROP.  Mrs.  Isa  Downs,  an  Ash- 
land resident  who  recently  returned  from 
a  world  tour,  has  shown  pictures  of  the 
Orient.  Bro.  Paul  Noffsinger  was  with  us 
in  the  interest  of  Manchester  College  on 
Feb.  12  and  delivered  the  morning  mes- 
sage. Bro.  Glen  McFadden  of  Troy,  Ohio, 
was  with  us  for  a  spiritual  emphasis  week 
Feb.  26 — March  5.  On  the  evening  of 
March  19  our  choir  director,  Carroll  Rine- 
hart,  talked  to  us  on  Customs  of  Life  in 
Japan.  We  have  a  100%  Gospel  Messen- 
ger club.  Boxes  have  been  placed  in  the 
vestibule  for  relief  clothing.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  April  19. — Mrs.  Fern  Sponsler,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

Cincinnati. — In  February  we  had  a  mu- 
sic festival  with  Alvin  Brightbill.  We 
were  especially  interested  in  the  contents 
of  our  new  Brethren  hymnal.  We  enjoyed 
our  family  night,  which  was  held  March 
17  with  a  supper  and  informal  program. 
We  are  planning  to  have  a  pre-Easter  serv- 
ice with  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough  as  the  speaker. 
To  climax  the  Easter  season  we  are  hav- 
ing our  love  feast  on  Easter  evening.  The 
women's  work  has  one  meeting  a  month 
on  Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life.  We  had 
a  Japanese  tea  in  February.  A  Japanese 
student  from  the  university  told  us  about 
their  family  life  and  helped  us  to  under- 
stand the  Japanese  people  better.  This 
month  the  Homebuilders  group  is  spon- 
soring a  film  strip,  The  Feeling  of  Rejec- 
tion. Our  women  were  well  represented 
at  the  women's  work  conference  held  at 
the  Dixie  high  school.  Two  letters  of 
membership  have  been  received. — Mrs. 
Eileen  Erbaugh,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Eden. — We  met  in  regular  council  with 
Elder  Strausbaugh  presiding.  Bro.  H.  H. 
Leaman  and  Bro.  E.  Richards  were  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  Six  persons  have 
been  baptized  during  this  last  quarter. 
Our  junior  Sunday  school,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Sister  Kidwell,  is  making  prog- 
ress although  attendance  has  fallen  off 
because  of  sickness.  On  Feb.  26  we  held 
a  community  sing  with  special  numbers 
from  three  visiting  churches.  On  Easter 
evening  our  church  presented  a  cantata, 
The  Victorious  Christ. — Mrs.  Thelma  Bark- 
ley,   Massillon,    Ohio. 

Stony  Creek. — Six  persons  were  baptized 
since  our  last  report.  Bro.  D.  J.  Lichty 
told  of  the  work  in  India  and  showed  two 
pictures  on  the  work  there.  Our  young 
people  attended  the  youth  rally  at  Lima, 
Ohio,  and  won  the  attendance  banner  for 
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the  third  consecutive  year.  Three  German 
students  are  among  our  congregation. 
They  are  active  in  the  church  and  Sunday 
school  and  attend  our  high  school.  Don 
Stern,  a  student  from  Bethany,  conducted 
services  each  evening  during  Holy  Week. 
The  young  people  have  charge  of  the  pro- 
gram the  second  Sunday  evening  of  each 
month  and  the  junior  church  meets  each 
Sunday  evening.  Wire  recordings  of  ad- 
dresses at  district  meeting  are  being  pre- 
sented. The  men's  banquet  will  be  held  on 
March  30,  with  Howard  Erbaugh,  a  vice- 
president  of  the  national  men's  work,  as 
the  guest  speaker.  The  sectional  young 
people's  rally  for  the  district  will  be  held 
here  on  April  23.  Mrs.  Nettie  Weybright 
will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  on  the  evening  of 
April  28.  Shirley  Stayrook  is  to  repre- 
sent the  church  at  the  music  workshop  at 
Grand  Rapids.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Lyle  M. 
Klotz,  will  be  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Plans  are  under  way  for  a 
two-week  Bible  school  in  June  in  co- 
operation with  the  other  churches  of  the 
community.  The  women's  work  organiza- 
tion meets  regularly  the  first  Thursday  of 
the  month  in  an  all-day  meeting  to  sew 
for  relief.  A  number  of  comforters  have 
been  made. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Brenner, 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Oregon 
Albany. — Our  church  sponsored  a  bas- 
ketball team  in  the  city  league  this  winter. 
The  church  has  held  two  all-church  nights. 
A  birthday  dinner  was  held  on  Feb.  2; 
our  minister,  Bro.  Glenn  Harmon,  showed 
pictures.  The  birthday  offering  amounted 
to  twenty-five  dollars,  the  proceeds  to  go 
to  the  vacation  Bible  school  this  summer. 
The  church  sent  our  pastor  and  his  wife 
to  the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne, 
Calif.  Since  our  last  report,  eight  persons 
have  been  received  into  the  church  by 
letter.  Our  attendance  has  more  than 
doubled  since  our  last  report.  We  have 
purchased  seventy-five  new  chairs  for  the 
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classrooms.  A  dedication  service  for  ba- 
bies was  held  April  9.  We  have  a  100% 
Messenger  club.  Our  communion  was  held 
on  April  6.  We  regret  the  passing  on  Feb. 
3  of  one  of  our  faithful  sisters.  The  ladies' 
aid  is  doing  relief  work  and  cutting  out 
blocks  for  overseas.  We  have  sent  123 
pounds  since  our  last  report.  We  knotted 
a  comforter  and  are  sewing  on  baby  gar- 
ments for  a  needy  family. — Mrs.  J.  A. 
Clayton,  Albany,  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Altoona,  First. — We  are  progressing 
nicely  under  the  leadership  of  our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Stephen  G.  Margush.  It  was 
through  an  article  in  the  Messenger  that 
he  had  learned  of  our  pastoral  need. 
Since  his  coming,  six  persons  have  been 
received  by  baptism.  Five  of  our  mem- 
bers have  been  called  by  death.  Many  of 
our  members  are  sick  at  the  present  time. 
Our  junior  church  for  children  between 
the  ages  of  three  and  twelve  continues  to 
be  a  real  blessing  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Jean  Pittman  and  her  helpers.  While 
the  children  are  learning  many  helpful 
lessons,  the  parents  are  free  to  enjoy  the 
morning  worship  service.  Several  of  our 
people,  who  went  to  Florida  for  the  win- 
ter, are  welcomed  back  into  our  midst. 
Our  spring  love  feast  will  be  held  the  first 
Sunday  in  May. — Emma  J.  Kantner,  Al- 
toona, Pa. 

Back  Creek. — On  March  18  the  church 
met  in  spring  council  at  the  Brandt  house. 
Sister  Mildred  Heckman  was  elected  as 
our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Our 
vacation  Bible  school  will  begin  July  17  at 
the  Upton  house.  The  ladies  of  the  Brandt 
house  have  made  eighteen  comforters, 
wrapped  bandages  and  made  soap  for  re- 
lief. Bedspreads,  bureau  scarfs  and  tea 
towels  were  also  made  for  the  children's 
home  in  Carlisle.  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  of 
Elizabethtown  conducted  a  Bible  institute 
at  the  Brandt  house  on  April  22  and  23. 
On  April  30  Sister  Grace  Clapper,  returned 
missionary,  will  be  at  the  Upton  church. — 
Elizabeth  Heckman,  Lemasters,  Pa. 

County  Line. — We  had  three  nights  of 
pre-Easter  services  during  Holy  .Week.  We 
also  co-operated  in  a  union  Good  Friday 
service.  We  are  preparing  an  Easter  play 
which  will  be  presented  on  Easter  eve- 
ning. Our  revival  services  were  held  April 
30 — May  7,  closing  with  our  love  feast 
on  May  7.  Our  pastor,  E.  Q.  Gleim,  will 
conduct  the  services.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  M. 
R.  Zigler,  European  representative  sta- 
tioned at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  gave  a  very 
interesting  and  impressive  lecture  on  the 
need  of  relief.  On  March  12  we  held  an 
hour  of  prayer  service.  On  Feb.  24  a 
union  World  Day  of  Prayer  service  was 
observed  in  our  community.  We  held  an 
Easter  worship  in  our  valley.  Our  Sun- 
day-school and  church  attendance  is  con- 
tinuing to  increase.  Our  ladies'  aid  has 
been  busy  sewing  and  quilting.  At  our 
March  meeting  we  decided  to  send  a  col- 
lection of  articles  including  linens,  trays, 
basins,  etc.,  to  the  Camp  Harmony  hos- 
pital. We  also  decided  to  make  two  quilts 
and  donate  them  to  the  old  folks'  home 
in  Scalp  Level.  Our  church  is  planning  an 
Easter  sunrise  service.  We  are  planning  to 
have  a  vacation  Bible  school  sometime  in 
June.  No  definite  date  has  been  set  as 
yet.  We  are  happy  to  have  Bro.  Gleim  and 
his  family  as  our  pastors. — Olive  M.  Ned- 
row,  Jones  Mills,  Pa. 

Geiger. — We  are  happy  to  report  a 
steady  increase  in  our  Sunday-school  and 
church  attendance.  Our  fall  evangelistic 
services  were  held  by  Bro.  Clarence  Bow- 
man of  Johnstown.  Fifteen  new  members 
were  added  to  our  church.  We  have  a  spe- 
cial missionary  day  program  and  received 
an  offering  of  $140.  Our  last  council  meet- 
ing was  held  Jan.  7,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Galen  Blough,  presiding.  We  are  happy  to 
report  a  very  active  ladies'  aid  society. 
They  are  keeping  busy  with  their  quilting 
and  fellowship  meetings.  The  young  peo- 
ple of  circuit  4  met  in  the  social  room  of 
the  church  in  January  for  their  monthly 
meeting.  The  ladies'  aid  served  the  sup- 
per. Plans  are  being  made  for  an  Easter 
program. — Willard   Blough,    Somerset,    Pa. 

Green  Tree. — We  are  happy  to  report  an 
increased  attendance  and  interest  during 


the  last  quarter  of  1949.  The  Week  of 
Prayer  was  observed  with  services  on 
Wednesday  evening.  Rev.  William  C.  Blatt, 
a  neighboring  church  pastor,  was  the  guest 
speaker.    At  our  regular  Sunday  evening 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  m. 

No.  432.  Wanted:  High  school  teaching 
position  in  Latin,  English,  or  history  de- 
partment. Would  like  rural  or  semirural 
community  where  school  has  program  of 
evening  and  week-end  activities  for  all  age 
groups.  Am  a  graduate  of  a  church  col- 
lege and  have  thirteen  years'  experience. 
Wife  and  I  have  taken  active  part  in  work 
camp  program.  Have  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  433.  Would  like  to  buy  a  used  tri- 
purpose  projector  and  screen.  Would  like 
to  buy  or  rent  a  tent,  20  feet  or  larger. 
Write:  Mrs.  Walter  Replogle,  Fruitdale, 
Ala. 

No.  434.  For  rent:  80-acre  farm,  dairy 
at  the  present  time.  Six  minutes  walk  to 
large  Brethren  college.  Prefer  family  of 
at  least  eight  children,  who  are  anxious 
to  get  college  education.  Prefer  family 
from  Virginia  or  West  Virginia.  Write: 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  435.  For  sale:  Six  lots.  Seven  blocks 
from  Manchester  College.  Six  blocks  from 
Walnut  Street  church.  One  priced  at  $400; 
others  $300  each.  Write:  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  436.  For  sale:  Thirty-six-acre  farm 
three  miles  east  of  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
Modern  house,  excellent  chicken  house. 
Only  $2,500  down.  Immediate  possession. 
Write:  Frantz  Insurance  Agency,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

No.  437.  Brethren  family  with  two  chil- 
dren desires  to  rent  5-  or  6-room  house, 
near  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  land  enough 
for  garden  and  chickens.  Rent  not  exceed- 
ing $45  per  month.  Write  Mrs.  Frank  Mun- 
cey,  608  Lake  St.,  Richardson  Park,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

No.  438.  A  comfortable  cottage  in  cen- 
tral part  of  Florida,  a  mile  from  growing 
Brethren  church,  is  available  to  a  couple 
with  car  who  will  take  elderly  couple 
(owners)  to  church.  Near  business  center. 
Reasonable  rent,  can  be  partly  paid  for  in 
work  if  desired.  Write:  Mrs.  Cora  Price 
Bowen,  238  W.  Morse  Blvd.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 

No.  439.  An  opportunity  for  a  couple 
who  have  had  some  business  experience 
and  would  be  interested  in  cash  and  carry 
grocery  store.  Will  sell  at  ten  per  cent  off 
of  book  inventory,  about  $6,500  for  stock 
and  fixtures,  including  walk-in  refrigera- 
tor and  meat  equipment,  National  Elec- 
tric cash  register.  Will  sell  real  estate 
reasonable  or  lease  for  $35  per  month. 
Four  blocks  from  nearest  store,  close  to 
church,  school  and  La  Verne  College. 
Write:  J.  L.  Miller,  2325  E  Street,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd  Sts.,  Chester,  Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  building, 
light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if  de- 
sired. Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,   Mich. 


services  during  January  our  pastor  re- 
viewed the  book,  Japan  Begins  Again,  and 
a  series  of  slides  depicting  the  life  of  the 
Japanese  people  was  shown.  Bro.  Don 
Snider,  director  of  youth  work,  filled  our 
pulpit  on  Jan.  29.  The  CBYF  recently 
purchased  new  Filmosound  equipment  and 
a  service  of  dedication  for  it  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  5,  following  which  the 
film,  Simon  Peter,  was  shown.  The  ladies' 
aid  society  made  and  filled  fifty  baskets 
which  were  taken  to  the  Montgomery 
County  home.  They  have  quilted  several 
quilts  and  made  up  two  bundles  of  pieces 
for  peace.  Mr.  Herbert  Francis,  a  local 
businessman,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance on  Feb.  26  in  the  young  people's 
department  of  the  Sunday  school. — Mrs. 
Ivan  Fetterman,  Oaks,  Pa. 

Hosteller. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  granted  three  letters.  Our  pastor  is 
giving  ministerial  care  to  the  Summit 
Mills  and  Crossroads  churches.  Our  work 
is  moving  along  very  nicely  at  the  two 
churches.  At  the  Hostetler  church  we  held 
a  pre-Easter  service.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  Easter  evening. — Mrs.  J.  Ewing 
Jones,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Little  Swaiara. — A  special  council  meet- 


ing was  held  at  which  Brethren  Samuel 
Myer  and  Henry  King  were  present;  Bro. 
Earl  Keeney  was  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship and  Bro.  Conway  Bennett  was  or- 
dained to  the  ministry.  The  young  people 
had  charge  of  the  evening  program  on 
March  12,  with  Bro.  Perry  Sanger  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Our  regular  council  meet- 
ing was  held  on  March  18.  The  Home- 
builders  class  sponsored  an  evening  of 
music  on  March  19.  Bro.  Ralph  Ebersole 
has  accepted  the  pastorate  at  Reading. 
Our  regular  love  feast  will  be  held  on  May 
13  and  14.— Betty  J.  Snyder,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Schuylkill. — Bro.  Elmer  Hoover  of  Eliza- 
bethtown  College  held  a  Bible  institute  in 
our  church.  Some  members  of  the  minis- 
terial board  were  present  at  our  regular 
council  meeting,  at  which  time  the  church 
received  Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Wolfe 
as  deacons.  The  writer,  was  elected  as 
Gospel  Messenger  agent  and  correspond- 
ent. The  Elizabethtown  deputation  team 
presented  a  program  for  us.  The  Sanger 
quartet  presented  a  musical  program.  Re- 
cent guest  speakers  were  Brethren  H.  G. 
Fahnestock,  Ammon  Merkey  and  William 
A.  Forry.  The  aid  society  is  busy  quilting. 
Several  of  our  men  went  to  Camp  Swa- 


flew  Vacation  ckutclt  school  texts 


The  Cooperative  Series 

FINDING  GOD  THROUGH  WORK  AND  WORSHIP  (for  juniors) 
Rich  in  factual  materials,  stories,  and  activity  and  recreation  sug- 
gestions. The  leader's  text  is  developed  in  two  units  of  two  weeks 
each;  the  units  may  be  used  separately.  Leader's  book,  $2.00; 
pupil's  book,  40  cents. 

The  Judson  Series 

Texts,  60  cents  each 
Worksheets,  one  set  for  each  pupil,  20  cents  each 

THE  CHURCH'S  MISSIONARY  OUTREACH 


LET'S    BE   FRIENDS. 

Kindergarten 

OUR  WORLD  FAMILY. 

Primary 


GO  YE. 

Junior 

INTO   ALL   THE   WORLD. 

Junior  high 


THE  BIBLE 
JESUS.  OUR  FRIEND.    Kindergarten 

MAKING    DISCOVERIES    ABOUT    THE    BIBLE.     Primary 
THE  BIBLE  FOR  ALL  THE  WORLD.    Junior 

THE    CHRISTIAN'S    GUIDEBOOK.     Junior   high 

GOD 
I  FIND  GOD.    Junior  high;  no  worksheets 


The  texts  named  above  are  only  the  newest  ones.  Many 
others  are  available.  See  Catalog  for  Church  Workers, 
Number  49,  or  write  to  us  for  the  leaflet  which  lists  all 
the  texts  available  for  use  in  1950. 
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tara,  where  they  are  helping  to  add  a  new 
unit  to  the  main  building  at  the  camp. — 
Mrs.  Arnold  Zechman,  Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Somerset. — The  various  churches  of 
Somerset  spent  the  first  two  weeks  of 
January  together,  first  for  the  week  of 
prayer  and  secondly  for  the  preaching 
mission  conducted  by  Dr.  Newton  H. 
Fritchley.  Bro.  H.  B.  Speicher  was  the 
dean  of  our  combined  leadership  training 
school.  On  Feb.  12  we  had  a  dedication 
service  for  the  painting  of  Christ  in  Geth- 
semane,  the  newly  decorated  church  and 
our  improved  lighting  system.  Bro.  Blough 
brought  twelve  Lenten  sermons  on  the 
subject,  Traveling  With  Jesus.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  Holy  Week  serv- 
ices with  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Easter  evening. — Mrs.  Sam- 
uel J.  Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Spring  Grove. — On  the  afternoon  of  Feb. 
12  several  of  our  members  worshiped  with 
the  folks  at  the  Neffsville  Brethren  Home, 
at  which  time  our  ministers  had  charge  of 
the  service.  At  a  recent  council  meeting 
the  church  decided  that  this  spring  the 
Blue  Ball  church  building  shall  be  torn 
down  and  work  on  the  new  building  be- 
gun. While  the  church  is  being  built, 
Sunday-school  and  church  services  will 
be  held  each  Sunday  at  the  Kemper  house. 
Pre-Easter  services  will  be  held  at  the 
Kemper  house  with  Bro.  Olen  B.  Landes 
of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  bringing  the  mes- 
sages. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the 
Kemper  house  on  May  14.— Mary  Esther 
Stoner,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Upper  Conewago. — Since  our  last  report. 
Brethren  Hartman  Rice,  Murray  Lehman 
and  James  Sellers  were  with  us  as  guest 
speakers  and  brought  some  very  inspiring 
messages.  Bro.  Alton  Bucher  was  with  us 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  and  Sun- 
day morning,  April  7,  8  and  9,  for  an 
Easter  service  at  the  Mummert  house  and 
the  children  presented  a  program  on  Sun- 
day morning  and  will  entertain  the  chil- 
dren of  the  children's  home  at  Carlisle. — 
Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Tennessee 

White  Horn. — The  district  women's  work 
conference  was  held  in  our  church.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  were  with 
us  in  an  evangelistic  meeting  Jan.  17-29. 
Sister  Leatherman  had  charge  of  the  chil- 
dren each  evening.  Our  women's  work 
group  is  active.  Our  special  project  for 
1950  is  the  reflooring  of  our  church.  The 
attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church 
has  been  good  this  winter.— Mrs.  Edward 
Snapp,  Bulls  Gap,  Tenn. 

Texas 

Falfurrias. — Our  church  has  enjoyed  the 
visits  of  many  tourists  this  winter.  On  a 
recent  Sunday  we.  achieved  our  banner  at- 
tendance and  also  our  banner  offering, 
which  was  the  Achievement  Offering. 
Over  100  persons  were  present,  including 
more  than  thirty  of  our  Latin-American 
neighbors.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Firestone,  was 
with  us  March  11  and  12  and  conducted 
our  council  meeting.  Two  members  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  on 
March  19.  The  new  church  building  is  now 
roofed  and  we  shaU  be  ready  to  entertain 
our  district  meeting  in  July  if  all  goes 
well. — Mrs.  H.  M.  Landis,  Falfurrias, 
Texas. 

Virginia 

Brick. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Frank  B.  Lay- 
man, is  continuing  his  pastoral  work.  Our 
church  indebtedness  of  $3,200  has  been 
paid  in  full.  The  church  has  purchased 
approximately  twelve  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining the  present  cemetery.  One  DP 
family  of  four  has  moved  into  our  com- 
munity. The  ladies'  aid  is  planning  to 
contribute  food  and  clothing  to  them. 
They  hold  their  meetings  monthly  and 
have  been  quilting  quilts,  some  of  which 
are  for  relief.  They  have  also  been  clean- 
ing the  church.  The  young  people  have 
canned  thirteen  cases  of  applesauce  for 
relief.  A  valentine  social  was  held.  The 
young  people  have  charge  of  the  opening 
exercise  for  Sunday  school  every  third 
Sunday  and  the  Homebuilders'  class  every 
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first  Sunday.  We  had  our  church  coun- 
cil on  March  19.  Marshall  Flora  was 
elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference.— Mrs.  Galen  Flora,  Boones  Mill, 
Va. 

Bridgeware!. — N.  D.  Cool  presented  his 
resignation  as  elder  after  having  served 
faithfully  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  res- 
ignation was  accepted  and  Minor  C.  Mil- 
ler was  elected  elder  with  W.  Donald 
Clague  as  the  assistant.  Unusual  oppor- 
tunities have  been  extended  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  during  the  early  part 
of  1950  in  the  study  of  missions,  with  Ja- 
pan as  the  theme  of  study,  and  in  the  fire- 
side sermons  which  followed  the  school  of 
missions  for  five  Sunday  evenings.  In 
these  sermons  the  pastor  discussed  mar- 
riage, home  and  family  life.  The  pastor 
also  conducted  a  class  for  young  people 
in  Preparation  for  Marriage.  The  main 
emphasis  of  the  men's  work  for  the  past 
year  has  been  that  of  recording  the  Sun- 
day morning  church  services  and  making 
the  recordings  available  during  the  follow- 
ing week  to  the  members  who  have  not  the 
privilege  of  church  attendance.  A  pro- 
gram of  visitation  to  each  home  in  the 
congregation  was  planned  and  carried 
through  by  the  deacons  and  their  wives 
during  the  Lenten  season.  Since  our  last 
report  there  have  been  forty-seven  addi- 
tions to  the  church  membership,  thirteen 
by  baptism  and  thirty-four  by  letter.  Dur- 
ing the  past  months  the  church  was  privi- 
leged to  hear  Muriel  Lester  of  England, 
Paul  H.  Bowman,  Warren  D.  Bowman, 
Wendell  Flory  and  J.  M.  Blough  in  the 
Sunday  morning  services.  J.  M.  Blough 
spoke  on  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  The 
pre-Easter  services  were  held  by  Warren 
D.  Bowman,  president  of  the  college, 
March  26 — April  2.  Our  church  choir 
joined  with  the  choirs  of  the  other 
churches  of  Bridgewater  in  the  rendition 
of  The  Crucifixion  in  Cole  Hall  on  Good 
Friday  evening.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  membership  we  decided  to  plan  for 
the  construction  of  our  new  sanctuary. — 
Mattie  Glick,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Cooks  Creek. — Our  school  of  missions  re- 
sulted in  a  special  project  of  sending  one 
of  the  delayed  missionaries  to  the  field. 
We  gave  $750  for  this  purpose  through  in- 
dividual donations.  The  school  was  held 
co-operatively  with  the  Bethlehem  Breth- 
ren in  the  Dayton  church.  Margaret 
Wampler  Strate  told  of  her  experiences  in 
Venezuela.  The  missionary  pictures,  The 
African  Prince,  When  Kenji  Comes  Home 
and  Like  a  Mighty  Army,  were  shown.  On 
Feb.  5  we  met  in  council  at  the  Garber 
church.  Brethren  A.  R.  Showalter  and 
Raymond  Flory  will  represent  us  at  An- 
nual Conference.  The  men's  work  is  again 
sponsoring  the  envelope  system  as  a  means 


of  financing  the  church  budget.  Our  Broth- 
erhood Fund  goal  of  $2,350  and  our  district 
goal  of  $500  were  reached.  On  Feb.  1  the 
CBYF  held  a  covered  dish  supper  with 
foreign  students  as  their  guests.  The  World 
Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  in  a  union 
service  at  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church.  Bro.  Minor  M.  Myers  brought  the 
message  at  the  One  Great  Hour  service. 
The  offering  amounted  to  $213.26.  Dona- 
tions of  food,  clothing  and  bedding  for 
relief  were  also  given.  The  women's  mite 
box  offering  this  year  amounted  to  $246.49 
and  will  be  used  for  missions.  Mrs.  War- 
ren Bowman  of  Bridgewater  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  women's  circle  birthday 
celebration  held  in  the  high  school  cafe- 


teria. Guest  ministers  and  speakers  at  the 
Sunday  evening  services  were  Bro.  Ora 
De  Lauter,  Rev.  John  Locke  and  Mrs.  Le- 
land  Brubaker  of  Elgin.  A  union  pre- 
Easter  evangelistic  service  was  held  two 
weeks  before  Easter  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  The  services  the  first  week  were 
in  charge  of  the  local  pastors  and  Bro. 
Guy  West  was  the  evangelist  during  Holy 
Week. — Olive  M.  Flory,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
Topeco. — We  met  in  council  on  March 
12,  with  Bro.  S.  B.  Alderman  presiding. 
Several  certificates  of  membership  have 
been  received  and  some  granted  since  our 
last  writing.  In  January  our  pastor  at- 
tended the  district  peace  leadership  insti- 
tute under  the  direction  of  Dan  West. 
Thirteen  of  our  teachers  and  assistants  at- 
tended the  district  workshop  for  children's 
workers.  On  March  12  an  offering  was 
taken  for  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 
Services  were  held  by  our  pastor  each 
Wednesday  evening  during  the  Lenten  sea- 
son. Rev.  Wayne  Womer,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Virginia  Church  Temperance 
Council,  showed  slides  on  temperance.  The 
youth  round  table  met  at  Topeco  on  the 
evening  of  Jan.  28.  Our  record  shows  a 
twenty-five  per  cent  increase  in  Sunday- 
school  and  morning  worship  attendance 
over  last  year.  Progress  is  being  made 
on  our  new  church.  A  loan  from  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board  has  been  ap- 
proved. Our  ground-breaking  service  was 
held  in  the  afternoon  of  March  19.— Mrs. 
Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Crummelt  Run. — We  met  in  council  on 
March  12  with  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  M.  Foster, 
as  moderator.  Our  delegates  to  district 
conference  are  Brethren  Ralph  Waggy  and 
Lester  Propst.  We  will  have  a  special 
council  on  April  1  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  remodeling  of  the  parsonage.  Fol- 
lowing the  council,  our  pastor,  Bro.  Laban 
Strite,  preached  a  sermon  on  sharing.  We 
will  meet  on  March  26  to  reorganize  our 
Sunday  school.— Mrs.  Kennie  Bodkin,  Sug- 
ar Grove,  W.  Va. 
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The  Brethren  Story  Caravan 

by  Mary  Garber 

•  Thirty-five  short  stories  about  Brethren  people — from 
Alexander  Mack  of  the  eighteenth  century  to  M.  R.  Zigler 
of  today. 

•  The  reader  will  meet  on  its  pages  not  only  familiar  names 
of  persons  he  has  not  met  but  also  of  those  whom  he  knows 
personally. 

•  Each  story  tells  something  of  what  that  particular  person 
or  persons  have  done  toward  making  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  what  it  is  today. 

•  Each  story  also  lifts  up  some  quality  of  life  which  these 
people  have  upheld  through  the  church's  span  of  existence. 

•  The  introduction  to  the  book  is  by  Genevieve  Crist,  for- 
merly children's  editor  of  the  publishing  house.  The  il- 
lustrations are  by  Ruth  Weimer. 

The  price  is  $1.25 
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A  bill  to  legalize  bingo  in  New 
Jersey  was  killed  when  the  spon- 
soring state  senator  failed  to  secure 
enough  i  votes  to  bring  it  before  the 
floor  of  the  legislature. 

Schools  for  the  study  of  industrial 
relations  have  been  started  by  the 
Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  Philadelphia  and  Reading. 
Running  one  evening  a  week  for 
four  weeks,  the  schools  will  seek  to 
develop  the  theme,  Labor-manage- 
ment Sharing  of  Economic  Re- 
sources. 

More  than  six  hundred  fellow- 
ships have  been  granted  to  doctors, 
nurses,  sanitary  engineers  and  other 
medical  and  health  personnel  in 
thirty  countries.  These  men  and 
women  will  undertake  special  stud- 
ies and  research  outside  their  own 
countries,  learning  new  techniques 
to  apply  later  at  home.  The  World 
Health  Organization  is  making  this 
program  possible  so  that  the  neces- 
sary trained  workers  will  be  avail- 
able to  organize  effective  national 
and  local  health  services. 


European  "people's  colleges"  have 
been  proposed  by  Denmark  to  the 
European  Council.  Under  the  pro- 
posal each  country  would  run  its 
own  school,  and  students  would  at- 
tend short  courses  at  the  institutions 
of  other  countries.  A  college  like 
the  proposed  schools  was  started  in 
1931  by  Scandanavian  educational 
bodies.  For  a  year  selected  students 
rotate  for  courses  of  a  few  months 
each  in  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden 
and  Germany.  (WP) 

About  three  million  children  in 
Mexico  and  Ecuador  will  be  treated 
this  year  in  an  extensive  program 
of  antituberculosis  testing  and  vac- 
cination. A  similar  program,  op- 
erating in  Europe  since  1948,  has 
resulted  in  the  testing  of  nineteen 
million  children  and  the  vaccination 
of  more  than  nine  million  who  re- 
acted negatively.  This  immuniza- 
tion campaign  is  conducted  jointly 
by  the  United  Nations  International 
Children's  Emergency  Fund,  the 
World  Health  Organization  and  the 
Danish  and  other  Scandinavian  Red 
Cross  societies. 


Pacifism  in  1950 


Pacifists  cannot  prevent  the  pres- 
ent series  of  wars.  The  depth  and 
momentum  of  widely  held  assump- 
tions is  too  great. 

I  do  not  consider  this  conclusion 
too  pessimistic.  If  I  thought  that 
governments  could  go  on  as  they 
have  been  doing  for  hundreds  of 
years  —  lying,  cheating,  stealing, 
murdering,  breaking  all  the  ten  com- 
mandments and  more,  and  they  and 
their  subjects  not  have  to  pay  a  big 
price,  then  I  would  be  a  pessimist, 
for  that  would  be  denying  that  this 
world  is  governed  by  moral  prin- 
ciples, and  saying  that  there  is  no 
God.  I  do  believe  that  we  must  pay 
a  price  for  these  follies  and  evils, 
because  I  do  believe  in  the  validity 
and  power  of  moral  and  spiritual 
laws. 

What  significant  things,  then,  can 
pacifists  do? 

First  of  all  I  believe  that  some  of 
us  should  find  out  what  are  the 
deepest  assumptions  of  Western 
civilization,  drag  them  up  to  the 
light  of  day,  examine  them  and  re- 
think them.  .  .  . 

In  particular,  I  believe,  we  must 
examine  our  assumptions,  as  well 
as  conscious  beliefs,  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  self,  .  .  . 

I  think  that  our  assumptions  and 
beliefs     (conscious)     have     an     im- 


portant bearing  on  pacifism  and  our 
actions,  wholly  outside  of  one's  at- 
titude towards  churches. 

A  second  important  activity  for 
pacifists  is  to  find  Ways  of  life  that 
are  consistent  with  nonviolence  and 
with  one's  revised  fundamental  as- 
sumptions as  to  the  nature  of  es- 
sential reality. 

If  we  are  to  build  a  sound  culture, 
we  must  be  consistent  in  all  these 
respects.  I  believe  that  city  life  is 
parasitic,  and  that  many  modern 
farm  methods  and  ways  have  also 
been  corrupted  by  commercialism 
and  money  values.  A  part  of  pacifist 
effort  should  be  a  back-to-ihe-vil- 
lages  movement,  and  back  to  small 
organizations  of  all  sorts. 

In  so  far  as  we  must  have  large 
scale  organizations  and  unities,  let 
them  be  not  political  but  cultural. 
I  agree  with  Gandhi  in  the  pro- 
found value  of  manual  work.  How- 
ever, that  is  for  each  pacifist  to  think 
out  for  himself. 

Probably  more  pacifists  would  be 
interested  in  the  second  of  these  ac- 
tivities than  in  the  first.  Both  need 
to  be  done.  A  few  people  may  be 
able  relatively  soon  to  begin  a  new 
mode  of  living.  Most  will  have  to 
grow  slowly  into  it  and  the  change 
in  thinking  required  for  it. — Richard 
B.  Gregg,  in  Peace  News. 


THE   END 


OF  SUMMER 


Lil  and   Al  Bloom 


'The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is  ended' 


ONE  of  the  glories  of  the 
Scripture  lies  in  the  time- 
less application  of  its 
teachings.  Jeremiah  observed  in 
his  days  many  situations  which 
can  be  very  closely  paralleled 
in  our  own  time.  Public  officials 
were  unconcerned  about  public 
and  individual  welfare;  priests 
thought  more  about  their  share 
of  the  offerings  than  about  their 
sins;  prophets  busied  themselves 
in  preaching  to  itching  ears  and 
merchants  flaunted  their  false 
weights  and  short  measures. 

Apparently  Jeremiah  hoped 
that  the  harvest  season  would 
bring  the  people  back  to  God  in 
thanksgiving  for  his  abundant 
mercy,  but  when  that  time 
came  the  prophet  complained 
that   "the   harvest   is   past,   the 


summer  is  ended  and  we  are  not 
saved."  Surrounded  by  their 
enemies,  busying  themselves 
with  their  pleasures  and  busi- 
ness, the  people  were  sowing  for 
a  different  kind  of  harvest. 

Today  we  find  ourselves  prom- 
ising to  do  great  things  "after 
harvest";  we  country  folk  can 
say,  "After  harvest  we'll  have 
more  time  .  .  .  ,"  more  time  to 
study  God's  Word;  more  time  to 
sing  the  songs  of  Zion;  more 
time  to  visit  the  sick  neighbor; 
more  time  to  study  to  show  our- 
selves  approved;   more   time  to 


Murray  L.  Wagner 

Pastor,    Pleasant   Valley    Church,    Virginia 

This  sermon  won  first  award  in  the  rural 
life  contest  in  the  state  of  Virginia 


grow.  But  now  we  must  first  fill 
our  silos;  we  must  get  the 
ground  ready  for  sowing  the 
wheat;  we  must  fatten  our 
steers;  finish  off  the  poultry,  get 
in  the  winter  wood — and  then 
we'll  attend  to  our  spiritual 
needs.  But  then  the  words  may 
have  concluded,  "the  harvest  is 
ended  and  we  are  not  saved." 
We'll  be  lost! 

Jeremiah  teaches  us  that  the  post- 
ponement of  spiritual  growth  is 
a  major  disaster 

There  is  a  philosophy  going 
the  rounds  in  recent  years  that 
the  trend  of  human  society  is 
ever  upward;  we  have  our  pe- 
riods   of   moral   depression   but 
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always  we  climb  a  bit  higher  in 
a  spiral  toward  perfection.  Such 
an  automatic  and  irresistible 
spiritual  elevation  is  the  theol- 
ogy of  a  wishful  people  who 
want  a  cover  for  their  sins.  It  is 
the  easy  way;  the  soft  comfort- 
able way  to  heaven.  Jeremiah 
had  noted  that  "all  Jerusalenj  is 
backsliding."  There  is  no  "slid- 
ing" upward  or  forward;  it  is 
always  backward  and  down- 
ward. The  growth  toward  God 
is  a  time-consuming  struggle,  a 
climb  upward,  bearing  a  cross 
and  plodding  on  bleeding  feet. 
My  Savior  found  a  crown  of 
thorns  and  breaking  heart  as  he 
struggled  to  the  place  where  his 
hands  and  feet  and  side  should 
be  pierced.  He  did  not  "auto- 
matically" ascend — he  climbed! 
Sin  is  not  a  laughing  matter. 
Back  there  in  Jeremiah's  day 
the  folks  may  have  assembled 
after  a  rowdy  week  end  and  dis- 
cussed in  the  primitive  counter- 
part of  the  filling  station  their 
recent  conduct.   They-  may  have 
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laughed  at  one  another's  sins; 
they  had  reached  the  place 
where  "they  cannot  blush,"  said 
the  prophets.  But  let  them  know, 
a  harvesttime  is  coming,  saved 
or  not  saved.  Perhaps  today 
these  would  discuss  the  number 
of  beer  cans  they  emptied  by  the 
side  of  the  road,  the  Sabbath  day. 
profaned,  the  commandments 
shuffled  under  foot.  Is  there 
none  to  remind  them  that  "what- 
soever a  man  soweth  that  shall 
he  also  reap"? 

In  this  day  of  speedy  travel 
and  instantaneous  communica- 
tion we  need  more  than  ever  to 
take   time   to   grow   spiritually. 
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We  need  to  consider  how  slip- 
pery is  our  footing  personally 
and  nationally.  "Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed, 
lest  he  fall."  An  occasional  hour 
in  public  worship  is  not  enough 
time  for  those  who  wish  to  de- 
velop eternal  values  in  their 
soul.  Negligence  of  the  great 
salvation  until  "after  harvest" 
or  until  "the  corn  is  cut"  or  "the 
butchering  season  is  over"  is  a 
very  dangerous  game,  for  the 
summer  is  coming  now  to  its 
close  and  the  growing  season 
draws  to  its  end,  the  early  frosts 
are  whitening  about  us. 

Let  us  know  that  we  have  a 
terrible  choice  to  make;  it  is 
Christ  or  chaos,  and  even  now 
the  harvesttime  draws  near  in 
the  valley  of  decision.  Sin  is  a 
deliberate  act  against  Almighty 
God.  There  is  but  one  way  of 
wiping  out  that  sin;  that  is  to 
use  every  ounce  of  strength,  ev- 
ery purpose,  every  gift  and  pos- 
session in  the  climb  toward  God 
by  the  way  of  the  cross.  We've 
got  to  climb;  we  cannot  slide 
into  it  or  yet  be  dragged  by  the 
prayerful  good  intention  of.  oth- 
ers. 

Let  the  summer's  end  find  us  con- 
cerned with  the  harvest — not 
with  the  machinery 

No  matter  how  fine  the  ma- 
chinery it  can  be  justified  only 
by  the  size  and  the  nature  of 
the  harvest.  We  dare  not  invest 
more  in  machinery  than  the 
harvest  -justifies.  To  buy  a  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  equip- 
ment to*  harvest  a  crop  which 
could  as  readily  be  cradled  will 
soon  carry  a  man  to  bankruptcy. 
In  a  mechanical  age  it  is  easy  to 
become  more  concerned  with  the 
combine  than  with  the  threshed 
grain.  Frequently  we  find 
churches  so  much  engrossed  in 
stained-glass  windows,  air-con- 
ditioning units,  audio-visual  aids 
and  the  like  that  they  forget  the 
real  fields  of  whitening  grain 
surrounding  the  church.  We 
should  have  the  very  finest 
equipment  available  within  our 
means,  but  our  chief  job  is  to 


save  the  harvest  for  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest. 

Never  let  it  be  forgotten  that 
we  are  saved  by  grace  and  not 
by  gadgets.  Let  sociologists 
measure  our  standard  of  living 
by  bathtubs  and  television  sets 
per  capita;  but  the  quality  of  liv- 
ing is  not  dependent  upon  stand- 
ards of  living.  Washing  ma- 
chines and  telephones,  deep 
freeze  lockers  and  pick-up  balers 
must  be  tools  for  the  attainment 
of  a  quality  of  life,  not  simply 
a  standard  of  living.  Let  every 
farmer  call  together  his  fam- 
ily and  bless  the  plow  before  it 
splits  the  sod  and  let  him  pray 
that  the  harvest  may  be  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  for  the  salva- 
tion of  men  and  not  simply  for 
the  increased  bank  account. 

During  the  first  world  war 
military  men  took  a  farmer's 
tractor  and  encased  it  in  steel. 
They  mounted  heavy  armament 
on  it  and  put  young  men  inside 
it.  Then  they  sent  out  this  in- 
strument to  kill  men  rather 
than  to  produce  bread  for  them 
and  their  hungry  children.  Let 
not  this  happen  on  America's 
farms,  but  may  every  tool  be 
dedicated  to  the  holy  purposes 
of  the  Lord's  harvest;  and  let  us 
not  wait  until  the  summer  is 
ended  before  we  make  that  ded- 
ication. 

Our  world  is  needing  a  har- 
vest of  men  of  quality.  Such  are 
the  world's  hope  and  without 
them  treaties,  pacts,  leagues  and 
unions  are  of  no  avail.  The  qual- 
ity life  is  not  the  product  of 
gadgets  or  conveniences;  it  is 
from  far  deeper  sources.  Let  us 
not  confuse  the  machine  with 
the  harvest. 

We  have  made  much  of  our 
labor-saving  devices.  It  is  more 
or  less  reliably  estimated  that 
one  farmer  today  produces  as 
much  as  four  men  did  in  his 
grandfather's  day.  We  shall  not 
dispute  the  calculation.  There 
faces  us,  however,  the  fact  that 
our  grandfathers  were  hard  at 
work  in  the  harvest  fields  of  our 
Lord  and  we  are  not  matching 


their  vigor  and  their  prayerful 
concern  for  this  work.  Can  we 
be  satisfied  with  doing  less  for 
the  kingdom  of  God  while  we 
boast  of  doing  four  times  as 
much  in  the  physical  harvest? 

The  summer's  end  should  remind 
us  that  fruitage  depends  on 
rootage 

It  is  well  known  among  people 
who  love  plant  life  that  the  root 
system  must  balance  the  leaf 
system.  In  transplanting  trees 
and  shrubs  it  is  usually  advis- 
able to  trim  the  branches  a  bit 
to  balance  the  loss  of  roots.  The 
thrifty,  growing  plant  must  have 
balance.  There  can  be  no  satis- 
factory fruitage  unless  the 
branches,  leaves  and  budding 
fruit  are  well  fed  from  deep,  ac- 
tive and  vigorous  roots. 

The  great  trees  of  the  forest, 
blown  over  in  the  storm,  are  not 
brought  low  because  of  their 
high  crowns  but  because  of  shal- 
low rootage;  great  men  and 
women  whom  we  have  respected 
and  whom  we  have  called 
"good"  may  disappoint  us  and 
fall  headlong  during  life's 
storms  and  we  see  that  their 
roots  were  not  as  deep  as  we  had 
supposed.  The  roots  are  the  an- 
chorage system  for  plant  and  for 
man. 

Root  systems  seek  for  water, 
abundant  water.  The  deeper 
they  go  the  greater  is  the  fruit- 
age. So  with  men.  Jeremiah 
declared  that  his  people  had 
committed  two  sins:  they  had 
forsaken  the  God  of  living 
waters  and  had  digged  for  them- 
selves cisterns  that  leaked. 

Is  not  this  a  familiar  parallel 
to  us?  What  is  this  mad  rush 
about  us — this  concern  for  gadg- 


ets, machines,  conveniences, 
pleasures,  drink,  luxury,  styles 
— save  the  excited  digging  of 
leaky  cisterns  by  a  people  who 
have  forgotten  the  God  of  liv- 
ing water? 

Some  years  ago  we  stopped  in 
a  wayside  lunchroom  in  the 
sandy  wastes  of  Arizona.  It  was 
suggested  that  we  would  find  no 
water  there  but  that  we  would 
be  likely  obliged  to  accept  soft 
drinks.  To  our  amazement  the 
waiter  set  a  glass  of  cold  water 
before  each  of  us.  "How  far  did 
you  have  to  haul  this  water?" 
we  asked.  "Haul  it?  We  have 
our  own  well  here,  water  as 
cold  as  ice."  We  were  sure  it 
must  have  been  a  very  deep 
well  but  the  man  insisted  it  was 
sixty-eight  feet  deep.  That  is 
the  same  as  our  parsonage  well! 
How  many  persons  must  have 
perished  in  that  country  with 
water,  cold,  refreshing,  life-giv- 
ing— only  a  short  distance  be- 
low! 

The  springs  of  living  water 
may  spring  up  within  us  unto 
eternal  life  if  we  will  but  send 
our  roots  down  through  to  the 
sure  promises  of  God.  Why  will 
we  live  from  smoky,  leaky  cis- 
terns when  we  may  have  the 
water  of  life  springing  up  with- 
in us? 

A  few  summers  have  passed 
since  some  friends  bought  a 
home  in  the  country.  My  first 
question  was,  "How's  the  water 
supply?"  "Fine,"  I  was  told, 
"the  well  has  never  failed." 
Then  this  summer  I  visited  my 
friend  again  and  found  him  en- 
gaged in  pumping  water  from 
his  neighbor's  well  into  his  own. 
I  chided  him  and  reminded  him 
of  that  never-failing  well  of 
which  he  had  boasted. 

"It's  like  this,"  he  said,  "that 
well  never  did  fail  since  the 
house  was  built.  But  now  we've 
put  in  a  bathroom,  put  water  in 
the  poultry  houses  and  in  the 
kitchen.  It  takes  a  lot  more 
water  than  this  well  was  ex- 
pected to  produce."  Now  our 
friend  will  set  the  well  driller 


over  the  old  hand-dug  well  and 
sink  a  shaft  until  a  new  stream  is 
struck  to  meet  the  needs  of  this 
new  resident. 

This  is  the  story  our  genera- 
tion must  see;  with  our  modern 
taxation  upon  our  faith  we  find 
that  our  resources  are  not  suffi- 
cient. We  cannot  go  back  to  the 
old  means  of  living  but  we  will 
either  draw  our  spiritual  life 
from  leaky,  inadequate  man- 
made  cisterns  or  we  will  dig 
again,  deeper,  the  wells  of  our 
fathers.  We  must  go  deeper  or 
we  can  bear  no  fruit;  our 
branches  can  reach  out  no  fur- 
ther; our  leaf  shall  wither  and 
whatsoever  we  do  shall  not  pros- 
per. The  water  is  here;  the  tools 
for  the  digging  are  at  hand  and 
the  divine  imperative  and  the 
divine  promise  are  the  same  as 
they  have  been  since  that  day 
when  He  said,  "I  will  give  to 
him  the  living  water." 

Summer's  at  its  end;  the  har- 
vest of  this  season  is  past.  Yet 
we  are  aware  that  the  stubble 
knows  the  breeze  for  only  a 
short  time  until  it  is  turned  un- 
der in  preparation  for  the  sow- 
ing unto  the  next  harvest.  Life 
is  a  ceaseless  sowing  and  reap- 
ing. But  there  is  one  final,  all- 
inclusive  harvest  for  each  one  of 
us.  At  that  time  the  issue  will  be 
clear  and  it  will  be  simple:  What 
is  the  fruit?  Upon  this  hangs 
the  eternal  destiny,  and  all  the 
machinery,  conveniences,  the 
money  and  popularity,  the  edu- 
cation and  the  grooming,  the 
authority  and  cleverness  will 
not  tilt  the  beam  in  our  favor 
when  the  harvest  has  come. 

Only  the  fruitage;  and  the- 
fruitage  depends  on  the  rootage. 
Is  it  worth  the  deeper  digging 
and  the  fuller  drinking  at  the 
never-failing  wells  of  eternity? 


Our  Conference 
Offering,  May 
21,  will  help 
bring  light  into 
a     dark     world 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Grass  Roots 
of  the  Church 

Guest    Editorial    by    Robert    F.    Eshleman, 

Professor      of      Sociology,      Elizabethtown 

College 

WHILE  living  in  Illinois 
several  years  ago  it  was 
my  privilege  to  visit 
community  leaders  in  many 
counties  of  the  state.  When  I 
asked,  "What  is  the  most  im- 
portant thing  you  produce  in 
your  county?"  one  leader  re- 
plied, "We  produce  more  soy- 
beans here  than  any  other  coun- 
ty in  the  world."  A  leader  in 
another  county  replied,  "We  are 
the  number  one  hybrid  seed 
corn  producing  county  of  the 
state."  In  still  another  county 
an  elderly  minister  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  his 
beard  in  his  hand  replied  re- 
flectively: "Our  best  crop  is 
our  children — we  raise  boys. 
Our  church  has  sent  several 
young  people  to  the  foreign  mis- 
sion field,  contributed  several 
ministers  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  several  teachers  to  our 
public  schools.  Our  young  peo- 
ple have  married,  some  of  them 
to  begin  homes  on  these  fine 
farms,  and  a  number  have  gone 
to  town  to  find  jobs  in  business 
and  industry.  Yes,  we  raise  boys 
and  girls."  This  picture  can  be 
duplicated  many  times  in  our 
Brotherhood  and  in  Protes- 
tantism generally.  These  har- 
vests of  young  people,  both 
those  who  stay  and  those  who 
migrate,  have  roots  of  experi- 
ence which  go  deep  into  the  sub- 
soil of  the  Christian  heritage. 
.  This  subsoil  of  Christian 
heritage  reaches  back  through 
the  centuries  and  feeds  the  past 
into  the  present.  Civilizations 
and  cultures  have  come  and  gone 
but  each  new  Christian  genera- 
tion inherits  the  concept  of  "the 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  ful- 
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ness  thereof."  Here  is  a  rela- 
tionship of  man  to  God  and  man 
to  land  which  commands  the  re- 
spect of  humanity  from  the 
prophets  to  the  contemporaries. 
Sweat  and  honest  toil  have  gone 
into  tilling  the  land,  and  in  the 
process  eternal  valuations  such 
as  faith  in  the  law  of  the  har- 
vest have  become  ingrained  in 
human  personality  to  bear  their 
imprint  wherever  that  life  is  in-' 
vested.  We  have  been  raising 
generations  of  men  and  women 
who  believe  that  they  with  their 
brethren  should  not  consume 
more  than  they  produce  in  part- 
nership with  God.  There  are 
still  Brethren  who  believe  that 
we  cannot  reap  where  we  have 
not  sown. 

I  he  grass  roots  of  the  church, 
consecrated  men  and  women  of 
God,  may  well  be  our  most 
highly  prized  contribution  to 
society.  But  they  are  not  pro- 
duced in  a  day  or  in  four  years 
of  college.  They  come  from 
consecrated  homes  and  Christian 
fellowships  which  sustain  them 
as  they  labor  to  equip  them- 
selves better  for  service  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  These  do  not 
enroll  for  credit  alone  nor  for 
required  subjects.  They  do  not 
attend  classes  because  attend- 
ance is  compulsory;  they  enter 
into  a  partnership  with  God  and 
life  and  their  instructors  rev- 
erence the  privilege  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  their  mission — to 
journey  with  them  toward  its 
fulfillment. 

There  are  many  opportunities 
open  to  young  people  whose 
lives  embody  a  rural  heritage. 
The  rural  ministry  and  rural 
missions  are  calling  for  rural 
leadership  around  the  world. 
Agriculture  and  agriculturally 
related  vocations  and  industries 
are  calling  for  qualified  leader- 
ship. In  addition  to  farming, 
these    areas    include    research, 


agricultural  extension,  county 
agents  and  farm  advisers,  home 
demonstration  agents,  teachers 
in  vocational  agriculture  and 
home  economics,  workers  in 
health,  recreation,  social  work 
and  government  as  well  as  many 
types  of  commerce  related  to 
the  rural  field.  I  have  personally 
associated  with  leadership  in 
some  of  these  fields  where  con- 
secration of  purpose  and  respect 
for  the  redemption  of  human 
personality  were  essentially  akin 
to  that  of  the  Christian  ministry 
as  they  labored  in  the  Spirit  of 
Jesus  in  their  vocations. 

We  have  looked  upon  rural 
life  as  bees  and  flowers  and  the 
smell  of  new-mown  hay.  If  we 
mean  business  in  our  work  we 
will  begin  to  appraise  our 
heritage  and  our  task  (1)  by 
surveying  the  rural  church,  its 
life,  its  land,  its  people,  its 
homes,  its  needs  and  its  aspira- 
tions. We  will  see  its  contribu- 
tion to  the  total  life  of  the  local 
community.  We  will  direct  our 
resources  and  our  energies  to- 
ward the  strengthening  and  the 
upbuilding  of  the  base  from 
which  we  recruit  our  laborers 
for  the  building  of  the  church 
and  the  kingdom.  Our  Brother- 
hood program  will  be  integrated 
for  the  greatest  potential  de- 
velopment of  our  rural  heritage. 
(2)  We  will  continue  to  develop 
trained  leadership  to  husband 
the  rural  vineyard.  There  are 
several  avenues  of  training  open 
to  ministerial  students  who  are 
interested  in  serving  the  rural 
church.  Pretheological  training 
is  now  offered  at  about  fourteen 
colleges  of  agriculture.  Another 
avenue  is  regular  college  and 
seminary  training  with  graduate 
work  at  a  college  of  agriculture. 
Our  own  seminary  is  strengthen- 
ing the  department  of  the  rural 
church  in  order  to  give  special 
training  for  rural  service.  (3) 
Our  schools  will  more  effectively 


become  connecting  links  be- 
tween the  heritage  in  our  rural 
human  resources  and  the  work 
which  our  rural  and  migrating 
rural  young  people  may  be 
called  upon  to  fulfill.  (4)  We 
will  lift  up  the  mission  of  serv- 
ing in  places  of  responsibility 
where  Christian  decisions  may 
count  for  the  lives  of  multitudes 
of  people.  We  can  help  young 
people  find  their  way  by  start- 
ing early  in  interpreting  the 
world's  needs  and  at  the  same 
time  gearing  our  homes  and  our 
schools  and  our  churches  in 
preparation  for  the  job  waiting 
to  be  done. 

Yes,  we  raise  boys  and  girls 
and  they  are  the  grass  roots  of 
the  church.  Our  best  crop  is 
our  children. 

Just  a  Farmer 

HE  IS  only  a  farmer"  was 
at  one  time  a  sufficient 
explanation  of  awkward 
table  manners,  four  o'clock  ris- 
ing, ill-fitting  clothes,  poor  city 
auto  driving,  horny  hands  and  a 
few  other  things  which  brought 
amusement  to  the  "city  slicker" 
and  embarrassment  to  the  farm- 
er. 

However,  there  are  other 
more  important  characteristics 
which  are  also  inherent  in  the 
term  farmer:  a  certain  rugged 
honesty,  a  willingness  to  do  a 
day's  work  for  a  fair  return,  a 
sense  of  man's  proper  place  in 
the  infinite,  an  appreciation  for 
rustic  beauty,  a  sense  of  the  con- 
tinuing creativity  of  God,  a  sense 
of  the  irreplaceable  values  of  the 
home,  a  firsthand  knowledge  of 
community,  an  appreciation  of 
the  basic  value  of  the  church,  a 
sense  of  morality,  a  reverent 
instead  of  an  amused  apprecia- 
tion of  womanhood,  an  intimate 
firsthand  knowledge  of  being  a 
working  partner  with  God. 

The  first  part  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  a  farmer  has  been  hu- 
morously characterized  in  fiction, 
painting  and  cartoons;  the  sec- 
ond and  really  significant  part 
we    have    not    thought    enough 


about.  The  first  part  is  now  be- 
ing cast  aside;  that  is  as  it  should 
be. 

The  second  part  should  never 
be  cast  aside.  Instead  with  con- 
scious purpose  the  farmer  should 
teach  these  values  to  his  urban 


neighbors  until  the  rugged 
strength  and  friendliness  which 
once  characterized  the  rural 
community  is  made  an  indi- 
visible part  of  the  emerging 
world  community. 
"Thy  kingdom  come." 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Is  Mutual  Terror  Enough? 

WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said 
recently,  "Our  peace  rests  on 
no  nobler  foundation  than 
mutual  terror."  He  went  on  to  add 
in  Churchillian  fashion.  "I  shall  be 
content  if  these  foundations  [of  ter- 
ror] are  solid.  A  further  spell  of 
time  will  be  granted  us." 

Mr.  Churchill  defined  some  of  the 
reasons  for  present  terror.  In  the 
very  beginnings  of  a  new  war,  he 
said,  "Western  Europe  would  be 
overrun  and  communized.  .  .  .  Soviet 
cities,  air  fields,  oil  fields  and  rail- 
way junctions  would  be  annihi- 
lated. .  .  .  These  fearful  cataclysms 
would  be  simultaneous.  Neither 
side  could  at  present  or  for  some 
time  to  come  prevent  it." 

As  concerns  America,  he  said, 
"Russia  surely  will  be  able  to  deliv- 
er her  atom  bombs  to  objectives  in 
the  United  States." 

Mutual  terror  may  give  us  a  short 
respite.  Any  respite  is  welcome,  of 
course,  but  why  be  satisfied  with 
only  a  respite?  Why  not  get  to  work 
and  solve  the  problem?  To  do  that 
will  call  for  a  degree  of  courage 
beyond  that  which  any  world  leader 
has  yet  evidenced.  The  problem  can 
be  solved  only  by  removing  the 
cause  of  the  mutual  terror. 

Our  own  leaders  are  offering 
about  three  approaches. 

1.  Secretary  of  State  Acheson 
wants  to  mobilize  the  cold  war  into 
a  total  war  with  all  the  controls  of  a 
shooting  war.  He  would  create  "sit- 
uations of  strength"  in  European 
countries  in  an  effort  to  control  their 
internal  conditions.  By  this  means 
he  would  seek  not  only  to  keep  the 
Russians  from  further  advances  but 
to  push  them  backward  from  some 
of  the  satellite  countries  they  al- 
ready control.  Acheson  would  con- 
centrate "our  total  resources  on  the 
winning  of  this  struggle." 

2.  Secretary  of  Defense  Johnson 
has  a  different  idea.  Keep  on  build- 
ing up  our  military  strength,  stock 
pile  bombs,  go  about  business  as 
usual,  he  says.   If  Russia  starts  any- 


thing in  the  middle  of  the  night,  we 
will  "lick  Joe  Stalin  before  five 
o'clock."  This  sounds  strangely 
reminiscent  of  the  days  when  we 
waited  for  Japan  to  start  something 
so  we  could  drive  them  off  their  lit- 
tle island  before  breakfast! 

3.  President  Truman  says  little. 
His  attitude  seems  to  be:  Let  the 
State  Department  and  the  military 
boys  fuss  about  our  present  dangers. 
In  the  meantime  if  Stalin  wants  to 
see  me  he  knows  where  I  am.  He 
can  find  his  way  to  the  White  House 
after  he  has  made  an  appointment! 

Winston  Churchill  is  the  only 
world  figure  who  has  proposed  that 
the  national  heads  get  together  and 
spare  their  people  senseless  suffer- 
ings and  annihilation. 

Is  there  a  way  other  than  the 
three  suggestions  above? 

There  is;  some  of  our  own  sena- 
tors and  representatives  are  insist- 
ently making  helpful  suggestions. 
So  are  our  businessmen  and  church- 
men. 

Some  of  the  suggestions  are:  Get 
the  heads  of  government  together 
not  as  national  representatives  but 
as  representatives  of  the  world's 
people  who  want  to  live  and  who 
want  a  decent  unfrightened  world 
in  which  to  live. 

Let  us  work  as  assiduously  for 
peace  as  we  have  during  wartime 
through  a  Tyding  or  McMahon  plan 
of  world  aid. 

Let  us  implement  the  President's 
point  four  on  world  betterment 
and  let  us  do  it  through  the  UN. 

Let  us  call  a  world  disarmament 
discussion  or  better  still  enter  into 
such  a  discussion  through  the  UN. 

Let  us  quit  assuming  that  war  is 
inevitable  and  recognize  that  it  is 
unnecessary;  it  will  come  about  only 
through  bungling  and  fear. 

Let  us  have  a  world  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  for  peace. 

Let  us  spread  abroad  the  spirit  of 
Christianity  and  try  to  live  up  to 
that  spirit  ourselves. 
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"And    the    land   shall   yield    her 
fruits,  and  ye  shall  eat  your  fill, 
and  dwell  therein  in  safety" 
(Lev.  25:  19) 


Baugo  Rededicated 


BAUGO  is  the  little  white 
country  church  which 
Grandfather  S  c  h  w  a  1  m 
served  as  minister  and  presid- 
ing elder  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  The  church  mother  and 
her  seven  brothers  and  sisters 
attended  every  Sunday  morning 
and  almost  every  Sunday  eve- 
ning— the  church  where  they 
went  to  prayer  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday, revival  meeting  every 
night  for  from  two  to  four  weeks 
each  year  during  the  winter 
months,  love  feast  and  love  feast 
breakfast  in  the  early  summer, 
and  an  all-day  harvest  meeting 
in  the  fall. 

Baugo  is  small  and  plain  and 
rectangular;  its  external  dimen- 
sions do  not  exceed  forty  by 
sixty  feet.  Actually,  the  years 
have  diminished  its  size,  for 
when  Baugo  was  first  built,   a 
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shed  about  twenty  feet  wide  and 
thirty  feet  long  was  attached  to 
the  rear  of  the  church.  Here 
were  stored  the  wood  for  the  big 
stoves  which  heated  the  church 
in  winter,  and  the  dishes,  foot 
tubs,  and  great  kettles  used  at 
the  yearly  love  feast. 

Gone  with  the  advent  of  the 
automobile  are  the  rows  of  open 
sheds  facing  east  where  the 
teams  were  sheltered  from  the 
cold  of  winter  and  the  heat  of 
summer,  and  what  a  loss  they 
were  to  us  schoolboys  who  at- 
tended the  Ehret  school  just  a 
stone's  throw  from  the  church. 
For  while  they  sheltered  the 
horses  on  Sunday,  they  belonged 
to  us  and  served  as  an  adjunct 
to  our  playground  from  Monday 
to  Friday  during  the  school  year. 

Baugo  was  named  for  Baugo 
Creek.  It  was  given  the  name 
Baugo  by  the  Pottawatomies, 
the  Indians  who  once  lived  in 


Northern  Indiana  and  Southern 
Michigan.  The  Baugo  is  a 
crooked  stream  which  winds 
through  the  valley,  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  down  the  hill  behind  the 
church.  The  stream  cuts  through 
part  of  the  old  Schwalm  farm 
and  seeks  its  outlet  in  the  St. 
Joe  River,  about  fifteen  miles 
across  the  countryside.  When  I 
was  a  boy,  we  learned  to  swim 
in  the  Baugo  Creek  in  the  sum- 
mer, fish  for  "suckers"  in  its 
deep  places  in  the  early  spring, 
and  skate  between  its  banks  in 
the  winter.  Here  too  were  held 
Baugo's  baptismal  services  after 
each  revival  meeting,  often  in 
the  cold  of  winter.  Thirty  years 
ago  it  was  accepted  practice  to 
cut  the  ice  and  baptize  in  the 
cold  water,  and  as  far  as  I  know 
no  one  was  ever  the  worse  for 
the  experience.  Since  then,  the 
Brethren  have  moved  from  run- 
ning water  to  heated  tanks  and 


interior  baptistries,  and  as  we 
have  moved  from  cold,  running 
water  to  still,  lukewarm  water, 
I  sometimes  wonder  if  our  faith 
has  not  become  as  tepid  as  the 
water  we  are  baptized  in. 

Today,  when  we  go  out  to 
dad's  we  must  cross  the  Baugo 
on  our  way  to  church,  catching 
only  a  glimpse  of  it  from  our 
speeding  cars.  Even  to  those  of 
my  father's  generation  the  Bau- 
go's  swimming  hole  and  baptis- 
mal spot  are  only  memories. 
Modern  transportation  which 
makes  near-by  lakes  accessible 
for  swimming,  and  modern 
plumbing  and  built-in  baptist- 
ries which  moved  baptismal 
services  from  its  banks  have  re- 
duced the  Baugo  to  just  another 
creek. 

In  1919,  a  few  months  after 
World  War  I  had  come  to  an 
end,  Grandfather  Schwalm  and 
the  Baugo  Brethren  decided  to 
dig  a  basement  under  their 
church  so  that  they  might  have 
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a  place  for  a  furnace  and  ulti- 
mately Sunday-school  rooms. 
The  task  that  began  in  1919  was 
finally  completed  by  the  spring 
of  1949,  the  year  we  rededicated 
Baugo.  Grandfather  Schwalm 
died  in  1923,  twenty-six  years 
before  the  task  he  began  was 
completed.  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
Brethren  families  are  cautious 
and  conservative  folk  who  "pay 
as  they  go,"  and  in  1919  when 
they  began  remodeling  Baugo 
money  was  not  as  plentiful  as 
it  was  from  1947  to  1949,  the 
years  when  most  of  the  improve- 
ments were  added. 

Much  soul-searching-  took 
place,  and  no  little  amount  of 
conflict  at  council  meetings,  be- 
fore the  first  piano — which 
might  also  serve  dance  halls — 
and  before  the  first  picture — 
which  might  also  be  a  graven 
image — were  brought  into  the 
church.    Now  a  picture  of  the 


baptism  of  Jesus  serves  as  a 
background  for  the  pulpit  and  as 
a  stimulus  to  meditation.  It  is 
accepted  as  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  reverence,  but  not  too  many 
years  ago  it  would  have  been 
merely  an  idol — and  an  affront 
to  the  faithful. 

In  order  to  appreciate  Baugo's 
internal  transformation,  you 
must  see  it  as  I  remember  it  as 
a  boy.  Entering  the  Baugo 
church,  the  women  and  girls  sat 
on  one  side  and  the  men  and 
boys  on  the  other.  When  I  was 
a  boy,  the  sexes  faced  their  God 
separately.  The  pews  we  sat  on 
were  just  plain  wooden  benches 
with  removable  backs.  These 
benches  served  a  twofold  pur- 
pose. At  love  feast  time  the 
back  of  the  bench  was  removed 
and  placed  across  the  top  to  form 
a  table.  Two  long  black  stoves 
halfway  up  each  side  of  the 
church  broke  the  continuity  of 
the  rows  of  benches  and  kept  us 
warm  during  the  cold  winters — 
that  is,  within  a  fifteen-foot  ra- 


dius.    For  night  services,  Baugo 
was  lighted  by  gas  lamps. 

The  pulpit  in  front  of  the 
church,  a  plain  boxlike  affair, 
stood  in  the  center  of  a  platform 
which  rose  about  six  inches 
above  the  floor.  The  ministers 
sat  on  the  same  kind  of  hard, 
straight  bench  as  did  their  con- 
gregation. The  deacons,  in  turn, 
sat  in  the  row  immediately  to 
the  minister's  left,  facing  the 
center  of  the  church.  When  Sun- 
day-school classes  met  at  Baugo, 
each  class  gathered  in  its  appro- 
priate corner,  and  often  a  loud 
voice  was  as  important  for  a 
teacher  as  an  inspired  message. 
However,  such  accommodations- 
had  their  advantages,  for  when 
one  tired  of  listening  to  his 
teacher,  it  was  not  too  difficult 
to  "tune  him  out"  and  listen  to 
the  interpretations  of  a  neigh- 
boring teacher.  Perhaps  it  was 
this  competition  for  attention 
which  made  possible  the  unani- 
mous vote  for  Sunday-school 
rooms  in  the  basement. 
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The  basement  was  dug,  the 
furnace  bought  and  installed 
and  electric  lights  added  by  1923, 
the  year  of  the  agricultural  de- 
pression. Not  much  was  done  to 
Baugo  during  the  next  twenty 
years— probably  because  of  the 
continuing  agricultural  slump. 
But  with  the  coming  of  World 
War  II,  and  the  tripling  of  farm 
income,  the  renovation  of  Bau- 
go took  a  real  spurt.  New  pews 
were  added,  the  floors  were 
sanded  and  polished,  the  ceiling 
was  soundproofed,  the  new  light 
fixtures  and  pictures  bought, 
and  a  nursery  was  built  in  the 
basement  —  yes,  the  Baugo 
Brethren  even  acquired  rugs  to 
cover  the  aisles.  But  the  addi- 
tions which  impressed  me  most 
were  a  built-in  baptistry.  I  won- 
der what  Grandfather  would  say 
about  such  luxuries.  He  used  to 
think  there  was  almost  as  much 
virtue  in  wading  through  snow- 
banks to  get  to  church  as  there 
was  in  the  service  itself. 

Thus,  after  thirty  years,  Baugo 
is  as  improved  as  it  could 
become  without  building  an 
entirely  new  church — which  is 
unthinkable-T-for  doesn't  the  im- 
proved Baugo  serve  every  pur- 
pose adequately  and  isn't  every 
single  improvement  paid  for? 

We  held  our  rededication 
service  on  a  bright,  sunny  Sun- 
day in  mid-April.  The  good  sis- 
ters of  the  Baugo  church 
brought  a  basket  dinner.  Reded- 
ication day  at  Baugo  was  more 
than  just  a  religious  service.  It 
was  a  family  reunion.  All  of 
Grandfather's  living  sons  and 
daughters  and  their  children 
and  their  children's  children 
came  home  to  Baugo  to  see  each 
other,  to  reminisce  about  the 
passage  of  the  years  and  what 
those  years  have  brought,  and 
to  hear  Uncle  Vernon,  Grand- 
father's third  son  who  left  Bau- 
go to  become  the  president  of 
Manchester  College,  our  church 
school,  preach  the  dedicatory 
sermon. 


The  neighbors  came  too — yes, 
even  a  few  backsliders  returned; 
men  and  women  who  left  Baugo 
because  of  the  "pull"  of  the 
world  outside  returned  for  this 
one  Sunday.  Perhaps,  they  too 
wanted  to  see  what  their  neigh- 
bors had  wrought.  Among  the 
new  members  present  were  the 
Witmer  boys,  two  bachelor  boys 
who  had  joined  the  church  dur- 
ing the  last  revival  meeting  be- 
cause of  the  kindness  manifested 
them  and  their  aged  father  by 
the  Brethren  during  the  years 
of  his  illness. 

Before  the  sermon  began,  Bro. 
Harvey  Bowers,  who  is  now  pre- 
siding elder,  asked  anyone  who 
wished  to  speak  to  be  free  to  do 
so.  Several  of  us  accepted  the 
opportunity,  and  as  we  spoke  re- 
called particularly  the  part  Bau- 
go and  Grandfather  Schwalm 
played  in  our  lives,  for  Baugo, 
twenty-five  years  after  his 
death,  is  still  a  reflection  of 
Grandfather's  life  and  charac- 
ter and  probably  will  continue  to 


be  so  for  many  more  years  to 
come. 

Bro.  Harvey  Bowers — minis- 
ter, teacher,  farmer,  born  in 
Ohio  and  hence  Baugoite  by 
adoption — reviewed  the  history 
of  Baugo  from  the  coming  of  the 
first  Pennsylvania  Dutch  settler 
to  Northern  Indiana  to  the  most 
recent  decisions  of  the  Northern 
Indiana  district  meeting.  He 
was  followed  by  Bro.  William 
Brubaker,  another  sojourner  at 
Baugo,  who  moved  in  from  the 
Elkhart  Valley  church  to  serve 
as  elder  after  Grandfather  died. 
Bro.  Will  expressed  his  appre- 
ciation to  the  Baugo  Brethren 
for  the  co-operation  he  received 
during  his  eldership  and  said 
that  the  years  spent  at  Baugo 
were  among  his  happiest.  Bro. 
Will  was  followed  by  Bro.  Chris- 
tian Metzler,  the  oldest  man 
present. 

Bro.  Christian,  a  contempo- 
rary of  Grandfather's,  shared 
with  us  many  of  their  pioneer- 
continued  on  page  13 
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Micah,  man  of  the  people 

Micah  was  a  farmer.  He  had  no 
background  of  priesthood,  of  royalty 
or  of  economic  wealth.  God  selects 
his  prophets,  not  by  these  things, 
but  by  the  warmness  of  their  hearts 
and  the  depth  of  their  courage. 

Micah  left  his  farm  and  went  out 
to  be  a  spokesman  for  God.  He 
identified  himself  from  the  first  with 
the  people.  But  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  approach  rulers  and  priests  and 
economic  royalty  with  the  words  of 
God  on  his  lips. 
By  the  people's  blood 

Micah  was  concerned  because 
those  in  authority  were  spending 
even  the  hours  of  the  night  thinking 
out  ways  by  which  they  could  op- 
press the  people.  They  were  not 
satisfied  to  oppress  a  man  during 
his  lifetime  only,  but  they  sought 
to  bring  oppression  upon  those  who 
would  come  after  him  as  his  heirs. 
Micah  said  that  the  prophets,  the 
political  heads  and  those  of  wealth 
all  advanced  by  the  people's  blood. 
He  felt  that  for  any  people  to  profit 


from  the  blood,  sweat  and  tears  of 
their  underlings  was  not  righteous, 
and  that  no  good  could  come  to  peo- 
ple who  followed  that  course. 

Looking  across  our  world  today, 
we    can    see    many    places    where 
Micah    would    enter    and    proclaim 
this  same  message  in  our  time. 
What  God  wants 

Micah  wrote  one  of  the  greatest 
verses  in  the  Old  Testament.  What 
is  it  that  God  wants — thousands  of 
rams,  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil, 
or  even  the  blood  offering  of  the 
first-born  son?  "No,"  said  Micah, 
"these  are  not  the  things  which  God 
desires.  Instead,  God  requires  only 
that  man  do  justly,  that  he  love 
mercy  and  that  he  walk  humbly 
with  God."  Though  Micah  lived 
some  centuries  before  the  time  of 
the  New  Testament,  he  was  shading 
over  into  the  direction  of  Jesus' 
teaching.  A  religion  which  was  not 
connected  with  life  was  bound  to 
come  to  an  end.  Religion  can  live 
only  when  it  associates  itself  with 
uprightness  and  justice. 
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I  APPROACH  this  subject,  as 
I  have  my  actual  ministry, 
with  the  conviction  that  God, 
who  has  revealed  himself  and 
his  will  in  the  coming  of  Christ, 
is  the  sovereign  of  all  life  and 
that,  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
Christian  minister,  there  can  be 
no  separation  of  life  into  sacred 
and  secular,  spiritual  and  mate- 
rial. Life  is  a  unity,  and  the 
righteous  and  loving  purposes 
of  God  have  to  do  with  the 
whole.  Our  task  as  Christians, 
if  we  are  true  to  the  heart  of  our 
faith,  is  to  strive  to  bring  all 
men  and  all  areas  of  life  into 
subjection  to  Christ. 

The  attitude  of  the  minister 
as  he  looks  at  his  task  of  building 
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Christian  rural  communities 
must  be  a  double  one.  As  an 
ambassador  of  Christ,  he  must 
strive  to  bring  the  community 
in  which  he  lives  and  labors  as 
near  to  the  Christian  ideal  of 
life  in  community  as  is  possible 
in  a  world  of  sinful  men,  but  he 
must  never  give  this  community 
his  absolute  approval  and  un- 
conditioned loyalty;  he  must 
place  in  it  only  such  a  qualified 
hope  as  would,  even  if  it  were 
to  suffer  complete  destruction,, 
leave  his  ultimate  hope  and  se- 
curity unshaken. 

There  is  another  basic  convic- 
tion which  should  be  mentioned: 
the  church  cannot  fulfill  its  task 
of  making  the   gospel  effective 
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and  vital  in  general.  It  has  to 
begin  somewhere,  and  the  best 
place  is  the  local  congregation, 
the  family,  and  the  local  com- 
munity. The  most  effective  con- 
tribution which  the  rural  min- 
ister can  make  to  a  Christian 
world  order  and  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  ecumenical  church 
is  the  building  of  a  Christian, 
community  in  his  local  parish. 

The  primary  task  of  the 
church  and  the  basic  function  of 
the  minister  is  evangelistic: 
winning  men  to  Christ.  His  gos- 
pel must  become  vitally  effec- 
tive in  all  the  relationships  of 
life.  We  must  not  confuse  evan- 
gelistic purpose  with  evangelis- 
tic method.  The  purpose  may 
permeate  many  activities  which 
would  not  be  called  evangelistic. 
This  evangelistic  purpose  means 
the  building  of  Christian  com- 
munity beginning  with  the  local 
neighborhood  and  extending  in 
ever-widening  circles  to  include 
the  whole  of  mankind.  This  is 
only  the  practical  expression  of 
the  evangelistic  purpose  of  the 
church.  It  is  also  our  most  ef- 
fective evangelistic  method.  "By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  you  have 
love  one  for  another."  Love 
means  community. 

It  is  difficult  to  separate  the 
function  of  the  minister  into  its 
constituent  parts,  but  let  us 
make  the  attempt.  The  follow- 
ing order  has  no  relationship  to 
the  importance  of  the  various  as- 
pects of  the  minister's  task. 

Leader  of  worship  and  builder 
of  Christian  fellowship 

The  core  of  Christian  commu- 
nity   is    the    worship    of    God. 
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Closely  allied  with  the  minis- 
ter's task  as  the  leader  of  wor- 
ship is  his  function  as  a  builder 
of  Christian  fellowship.  That 
the  church  develop  this  quality 
of  fellowship  is  essential  for  two 
reasons:  (1)  the  need  of  the  in- 
dividual Christian  for  the  secu- 
rity which  real  fellowship  alone 
can  give  and  for  Christian  fel- 
lowship as  the  medium  of  his 
growth  in  discipleship;  and  (2) 
the  witness  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship to  the  reality  and  power  of 
the  gospel. 

The  rural  minister  has  some 
special  advantages  as  a  leader 
of  worship  and  as  a  builder  of 
Christian  fellowship  because  of 
characteristics  of  rural  living 
which  make  it  congenial  to  wor- 
ship and  fellowship.  Farmers 
deal  with  life,  with  the  organic 
rather  than  the  mechanical! 
Rural  people,  of  necessity,  still 
regard  themselves  as  part  of  the 
natural  world.  Living  close  to 
nature,  they  are  aware  of  their 
dependence  upon  a  power  great- 
er than  themselves,  a  power 
over  which  they  have  no  control, 
but  a  power  with  which  they 
may  co-operate. 

Interpreter 

Another  essential  function  of 
the  rural  minister  is  that  of  in- 
terpretation. This  includes  both 
the  interpretation  of  the  Chris- 
tian message  in  the  language  of 
the  people  and  its  practical  ap- 
plication to  their  daily  lives.  It 
involves  also  the  necessity  of 
helping  the  larger  community  to 
see  the  relevance  of  Christian 
truth  for  its  total  life.  This  re- 
quires that  the  minister  evalu- 
ate the  various  secular  agencies 
and  movements  which  are  active 
in  his  community  in  the  light 
of  Christian  criteria. 

Infiltration  into  secular  organ- 
izations and  activities  by  Chris- 
tian laymen  is  a  more  effective 
means  of  bringing  the  gospel  to 
bear  upon  the  life  of  a  rural  com- 
munity than  direct  action  by  the 
church  in  its  corporate  capacity. 


So  one  of  the  most  valuable  con- 
tributions of  the  church  to  the 
building  of  Christian  rural  com- 
munities is  the  preparation  of 
the  laity  for  Christian  action  as 
participants  in  the  various  day- 
by-day  affairs  of  the  community. 
We  need  farmers,  businessmen, 
public  servants,  laborers  and  ed- 
ucators who  are  Christians  and 
who  have  a  vision  of  the  Chris- 
tian possibilities  inherent  in 
their  daily  work.  We  in  the 
church  are  prone  to  bewail  the 
fact  that  religious  instruction 
cannot  be  given  in  our  public 
schools  but  are  blind  to  the  need 
for  schoolteachers  who  are 
Christian.  The  only  way  in 
which  the  church  can  carry  the 
implications  of  the  gospel  into 
the  community  life  is  through 
consecrated  and  intelligent  lay 
men  and  women. 

Another  aspect  of  the  minis- 
ter's function  as  interpreter  has 
to  do  with  man's  relationship  to 
the  land.  Christians  must  see 
that  these  human  lives  of  ours 
are  a  part  of  the  totality  of  life, 
inextricably  bound  in  the  whole 
stream  of  organic  life;  that  man, 
through  ignorance  and  sin,  can 
bring  chaos  into  this  unity  and 
balance  of  nature. 

The  minister  and  all  leaders 
of  the  church  should  gain  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  programs  of 


the  various  agencies  working  for 
the  restoration,  conservation, 
and  enrichment  of  the  soil,  to 
champion  such  programs  and  to 
encourage  Christians  to  partici- 
pate in  them.  Again  we  need  to 
remember  that  God  works  for 
thp  reconstruction  of  his  world 
and  for  the  well-being  of  man 
through  other  than  ecclesiastical 
channels. 

It  is  also  the  task  of  the  min- 
ister to  help  his  people  under- 
stand the  rightful  place  of  sci- 
ence and  technology  in  the 
achievement  of  a  good  rural  life. 
Without  a  deep  awareness  of  the 
sacredness  of  human  life  which 
comes  from  the  insights  of  our 
Christian  faith,  science  and  tech- 
nology can  destroy  as  well  as 
build.  Science  deals  with  the 
"how"  of  things  and  Christian- 
ity with  the  "why."  The  "why," 
the  purpose  for  which  things  are 
to  be  used,  is  the  fundamental 
question.  "Know-how"  alone 
does  not  necessarily  contribute 
to  a  better  life. 

Integration 

Another  major  task  of  the 
minister  in  relation  to  rural  cul- 
ture is  in  helping  the  church  be- 
come an  agency  for  integration 
in  the  community.  Modern  life 
is  fragmented  and  atomized; 
persons  are  specialists  in  parts  of 
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Eva  Luoma 

The   minister   should   interpret   man's   relationship   to   the   land 


life  and  cannot  see  the  forest  for 
the  trees.  The  one  institution 
which  has  a  transcendent  per- 
spective and  world-view  is  the 
church. 

Man  needs  to  have  his  roots 
deep  in  an  integrated  communi- 
ty, and  the  church  must  help 
him  find  and  build  it.  The  min- 
ister should  be  the  champion  of 
co-operation.  In  many  instances 
it  will  be  his  responsibility  to 
initiate  movements  for  the  co- 
ordination and  integration  of  the 
multiform  efforts  for  community 
development. 

Another  important  aspect  of 
integration  is  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation.  Conflicts  are  of 
many  kinds,  but  an  important 
example  is  that  between  farmer 
and  laborer.  There  is  urgent 
need  for  an  increased  un- 
derstanding between  these  two 
groups  and  appreciation  of 
their  common  interests  and  ob- 
jectives, and  this  need  presents 
a  creative  opportunity  for  the 
Christian  minister.  "We  are  to 
grow  up  in  every  way  into  him 
who  is  the  head,  into  Christ, 
from  whom  the  whole  body, 
joined  and  knitted  together  by 
every  joint  with  which  it  is  sup- 
plied, when  each  part  is  working 
properly,  makes  bodily  growth 
and  upbuilds  itself  in  love." 

Educator 

A  fourth  aspect  of  the  minis- 
ter's task  is  that  of  educator. 
This  includes  responsibility  for 
helping  the  local  church  develop 
an  effective  program  of  Chris- 
tian training  and  nurture 
through  the  Sunday  school,  the 
vacation  church  school,  the 
young  people's  organization  and 
other  organizations  of  the 
church.  It  also  includes  the 
training  of  volunteer  leaders  for 
tasks  in  the  church  and  commu- 
nity. Very  often  the  term  lead- 
ership training,  in  the  minds  of 
church  people,  is  narrowly  de- 
fined and  institutional  centered. 

The  promotion  of  Christian 
marriage  and  family  life  is  also 
an  educational  activity  of  the 
church.     Very    often    we    are 


tempted  to  think  of  the  family  as 
a  means  for  strengthening  our 
local  congregations,  through 
membership  and  financial  sup- 
port. The  opposite  motive  would 
be  more  wholesome.  We  should 
use  the  resources  of  the  church 
to  strengthen  the  family.  The 
general  quality  of  family  life 
in  its  parish  might  well  be  con- 
sidered a  far  more  important 
measure  of  the  adequacy  of  its 
program  than  its  membership 
statistics  or  its  attendance 
records. 

The  minister  as  pastor 

A  final  aspect  of  the  many- 
sided  task  of  the  minister  which 
brings  his  labors  more  nearly 
into  harmony  with  his  Lord's 
earthly  ministry  is  pastoral  min- 
istry. Here  he  confronts  the  in- 
dividual with  his  tensions,  frus- 
trations and  possibilities.  Here 
he  sees  firsthand  the  impact  of 
secular  culture  and  the  evils  of 
society  upon  the  person.  Here 
he  discovers  the  evils  within 
which  result  in  evils  without. 
As  a  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  a 
seeker  of  the  lost,  the  friend  of 
publicans  and  sinners,  and  of  the 
poor  and  brokenhearted,  the 
heart  of  a  pastor  is  knit  with 
that  of  his  people,  and  from  that 
love  springs  his  motivation  to 
fulfill  the  other  obligations  of  his 
ministry.  The  good  pastor  must 
identify  his  life  with  that  of  his 
people,  and  by  his  people  I  mean 
all  within  the  community  of  his 
ministry  and  not  just  those  on 
the  membership  roll  of  his  con- 
gregation. Out  of  identification 
will  come  the  desire  to  bring  the 
riches  of  God's  grace  into  the 
life  of  his  people  and  their  com- 
munity through  every  possible 
channel  and  into  the  world  of 
which  they  are  a  part.  As  he 
lives  with  these  citizens  of  a 
world  bound  together  by  a  me- 
chanical unity,  bound  together 
for  good  or  ill,  he  will  sense  the 
responsibility  of  the  church  for 
developing  world  Christian  com- 
munity in  which  the  gospel  shall 
rule  in  the  hearts  of  all  men. 

Briefed  from  the  Rural  Fellowship 
Bulletin 


Baugo  Rededicated 

Continued  from  page  10 

ing  experiences.  He  concluded 
his  remarks  by  telling  the  story 
of  the  miraculous  conversion 
which  once  took  place  at  a  Bau- 
go revival  meeting.  One  night, 
said  Brother  Christian,  an  un- 
converted brother  was  sitting 
by  the  stove  sound  asleep  as  the 
minister  was  preaching  the  gos- 
pel. Suddenly,  a  rusty  old  wire 
which  had  held  the  stovepipe 
overhead  gave  way  and  the 
stovepipe  fell  crashing  at  the 
sinner's  feet.  He  awakened  with 
a  start  and  a  shout,  ran  to  the 
front  of  the  church,  calling  on 
the  devil  to  stop  persecuting  him 
and,  as  he  grasped  the  minis- 
ter's hand,  promised  he  would 
sin  no  more! 

Then,  as  Uncle  Vernon 
preached — he  was  the  first  Bau- 
go farmer  boy  to  break  tradi- 
tion and  go  to  college — I  began 
to  recall  the  number  of  young 
people  of  my  generation  and 
since  who  grew  up  at  Baugo  and 
now  no  longer  lived  in  the  Bau- 
go community;  I  discovered  that 
there  were  twenty-seven  of  us 
who  attended  Baugo  Sunday 
school  and  church  together, 
graduated  from  the  Wakarusa 
high  school  and  Manchester  Col- 
lege, and  then  went  on,  perhaps, 
to  some  great  university. 

Today  these  twenty-seven  are 
influential  in  education,  science, 
music,  agriculture.  Not  a  single 
one  of  these  contemporaries  of 
mine  who  left  Baugo  had  failed 
to  make  a  contribution  to  their 
respective  communities  and  to 
the  world;  wherever  they  went 
they  took  with  them  a  real  sense 
of  responsibility.  As  youngsters, 
they  learned  how  to  hoe  thistles 
as  well  as  to  say  prayers.  Sel- 
dom, too,  had  these  Baugo  youth 
failed  to  continue  their  habits  of 
hard  work,  temperance  and 
church  attendance. 

I  thought,  too,  as  I  recalled 
the  names  of  my  friends  who  left 
Baugo,  what  their  loss  meant  to 
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the  church  and  to  the  Baugo 
community  and  wondered  why 
none  of  them  returned  to  Bau- 
go and  to  the  farm — but  that  is 
another  story,  and  the  answers 
to  the  question  it  raises  is  one 
which  should  be  sought  by 
the  best  minds  in  sociology, 
economics  and  religion.  As  we 
concluded  the  rededication  of 
Baugo,  we  realized  that,  even 
though  we  did  not  return,  a  part 
of  Baugo  would  remain  with  us 
until  the  day  we  died. 

It  has  been  almost  twenty- 
five  years  since  I  left  home  for 
good,  but  my  thoughts  constant- 
ly return  to  dad's  farm  at  Bau- 
go; it  is  here,  where  my  real 
roots  are.  The  reasons  are  not 
merely  sentimental  or  because 
the  experiences  of  one's  youth- 
ful days  become  more  poignant 
in  later  years.  It  is  deeper  than 
that;  at  Baugo  we  were  taught, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  that 
we  are  born  for  a  purpose  and 
this  purpose  was  declared  by 
men  and  women  who  believed 
their  lives  too  had  meaning.  To 
these  neighbors  and  ancestors  of 
mine,  the  sins  of  omission  were 
as  deadly  as  the  sins  of  commis- 
sion, and  life  was  a  serious  busi- 
ness indeed.  Today,  in  my 
weaker  moments,  I  often  wish  I 
could  escape  this  sense  of  pur- 
pose. If  I  could,  I  know  that  life 
would  be  easier.  But  this  cannot 
be  so  easy,  for  this  sense  of  con- 
viction grew  out  of  a  total  expe- 
rience: our  family  life,  farm  life 
and  the  religious  life  centered  at 
Baugo.  Each  of  us  was  judged 
as  much  by  our  actions  and  the 
conduct  of  our  families  as  by 
our  prayers  and  our  preaching. 
There  was  no  compartmentaliza- 
tion  of  life  at  Baugo,  no  separa- 
tion of  theory  and  practice,  no 
place  where  one  could  escape 
the  all-seeing  eyes  of  God. 

Yes,  we  rededicated  Baugo. 

Externally,  Baugo  looks  much 
the  same,  but  the  internal  im- 
provements add  much  to  the 
comfort     of     Sunday     morning 
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Conference  Business 

Financing  Regional  Program 

We  encourage  an  intimate  work- 
ing relationship  between  the  regions 
and  the  Brotherhood. 

We  believe  that  the  subsidy  from 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board  to 
the  regions  should  be  the  same  for 
each  region,  except  in  emergency 
situations  where  an  extra  amount 
may  be  necessary  for  a  short  time. 
If  a  region  desires  a  more  aggressive 
program  than  the  appropriation 
from  the  Brotherhood  Board  would 
allow,  we  recommend  that  that  re- 
gion, through  its  own  resources,  fi- 
nance such  a  program. 

We  suggest  that  regional  budgets 
be  underwritten  by  district  appor- 
tionments, which  amounts  should  be 
agreed  upon  by  both  the  districts 
and  the  region.  We  do  not  believe 
it  to  be  a  sound  long-range  policy 
for  a  region  to  appeal  directly  to 
local  churches  or  individuals  for 
funds  and  would,  therefore,  encour- 
age all  districts  to  adopt  procedures 
whereby  each  district  support  its 
regional  budget. 

We  commend  the  colleges  for 
their  co-operation  in  the  regional 
budget,  as  evidenced  by  their  pro- 
viding of  office  space  and  other  fa- 
cilities. We  recognize  that  this  is  a 
financial  contribution  to  the  region- 
al budget  and  a  wholesome  relation- 
ship which  should  be  maintained 
wherever  possible. 


worship.  But  Baugo  is  not  the 
same.  The  radio,  the  moving 
picture  and  the  automobile 
have  changed  things,  for  with 
their  coming  Wednesday  eve- 
ning prayer  meetings  have  gone, 
so  have  Sunday  evening  services 
and  love  feast  breakfast;  so  too 
have  the  old-fashioned  Sunday 
dinners  and  regular  meetings  of 
the  entire  families.  Realizing 
this  change,  the  Brethren  at 
Baugo  hired  a  young  pastor — 
hired  him  not  only  because  he 
was  a  good  preacher  but  also 
because  he  had  ideas  about  the 
restoration  of  Baugo  as  the  cen- 
ter of  community  life.  This  is 
a  very  vital  experiment,  one 
which  we  all  hope  will  succeed, 
for  the  values  Baugo  taught  and 
symbolized  at  Baugo  are  very 
important  values,  indeed. 

Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  National 
Parent-Teacher 


Committee:  Bernard  N.  King, 
Chairman,  Norman  J.  Baugher,  Rus- 
sell V.  Bollinger,  S.  Earl  Mitchell, 
Raymond  L.  Flory. 

Revision  of  Brotherhood 
Organization 

(From    the    report    of    the    committee    to 
Annual  Conference) 

In  summary,  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  are  as 
follows: 

(1)  Liberalizing  the  restrictions 
upon  eligibility  for  moderatorship 
of  Annual  Conference; 

(2)  Use  of  the  term  moderator  in 
the  local  church  instead  of  executive 
head; 

(3)  Tying  the  function  of  the 
moderator  of  the  local  church  to 
the  district  elders'  body  to  retain 
the  values  of  the  relationship  of  the 
elder  to  the  elders'  body; 

(4)  And  other  incidental  matters 
such  as  alternate  instead  of  assistant 
and  minor  editorial  changes;  and 
finally 

(5)  That  the  Annual  Conference 
appoint  a  committee  periodically,  or 
constitute  a  continuing  committee, 
to  review  and  revise  the  pattern  of 
Brotherhood  organization  at  regular 
intervals. 

Committee:  Rufus  D.  Bowman, 
Chairman,  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  Sec- 
retary, William  M.  Beahm. 

Brotherhood  Theme  for  1950-51 

(From  the  report  of  the  committee) 
The  theme  which  we  recommend 
to  the  Brotherhood  for  1950-51  is: 
Deepening  and  Sharing  the  Chris- 
tian Life.  And  we  suggest  that  un- 
der this  theme,  during  the  year 
of  1950-51,  the  three  following 
points  of  emphasis  be  effectively 
carried  forward: 

I.  A  continued  and  accelerated 
endeavor  to  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  members  of  our  churches 
in  keeping  with  the  Brethren  em- 
phasis for  1949-50  (Annual  Confer- 
ence Minutes  of  1949,  pp.  57  to  60). 

II.  A  long-range  program  to 
strengthen  home  and  family  life  and 
to  reach  other  families  for  Christ 
and  the  church. 

III.  A  greatly  enlarged  program 
of  aggressive  evangelism,  making 
use  of  all  fruitful  methods,  and  co- 
operating with  all  other  evangelical 
groups  in  this  most  urgent  endeavor. 


Our  Conference 
Offering,  May 
21,  will  help 
bring  light  into 
a     dark    world 


Committee:  Earl  M.  Bowman, 
Chairman,  Paul  W.  Kinsel,  Edward 
K.  Ziegler. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Representa- 
tives to  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

According  to  present  prospects 
the  coming  year  will  see  the  uniting 
of  the  Federal  Council  and  seven 
other  interdenominational  agencies 
to  create  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  other  agen- 
cies with  which  the  Federal  Council 
is  to  find  a  wider  and  deeper  Chris- 
tian fellowship  in  the  new  inclusive 
council  are:  Home  Missions  Coun- 
cil, International  Council  of  Reli- 
gious Education,  Missionary  Educa- 
tion Movement,  National  Protestant 
Council  on  Higher  Education, 
United  Council  of  Church  Women, 
United  Stewardship  Council  and  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  (prob- 
able). The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  had  membership  in  all  of  these 
agencies  for  many  years.  On  the 
basis  of  the  action  of  the  1949  An- 
nual Conference  in  which  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  favored  the 
merging  of  the  agencies  as  indicated 
above  (See  page  9,  1949  Annual 
Conference  Minutes),  we  request 
Annual  Conference  to  appoint  rep- 
resentatives to  the  National  Council. 
The  constitution  of  the  National 
Council  provides  for  a  basic  repre- 
sentation of  seven  delegates  and  an 
additional  two  lay  representatives 
from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Half  of  this  number  are  to  be  se- 
lected by  the  denominational  board. 
From  this  group  we  have  the  privi- 
lege of  selecting  one  person  to  serve 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
council. 

The  Federal  Council's  biennial 
meeting  is  to  be  held  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Nov.  27  and  28,  1950.  The 
Constituting  Convention  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  is  to  begin  immedi- 
ately thereafter  and  continue 
through  Dec.  1.  It  is  expected  that 
the  operations  of  the  new  body  will 
officially  begin  on  Jan.  1,  1951. 
There  is  good  reason  to  hope  and 
believe  that  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  this  may  mark  a 
new  level  of  co-operative  activity 
among  the  churches  of  America. 

C.  C.  Ellis,  Chairman,  Raymond 
R.  Peters,  Secretary,  A.  G.  Breiden- 
stine,  C.  D.  Bonsack,  Rufus  D. 
Bowman. 

Queries 
Study  of  Bible  Training  Problem 

The  board  of  directors  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  requests  Annual 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.   K.    Zeller.   Jr. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

We  are  thinking  of  giving  each  of 
our  children,  aged  4,  7,  and  9,  an  al- 
lowance. How  much  should  we  give 
them;  and  what  should  we  expect 
them  to  spend  it  for? 

Father  and  Mother. 

Dear  Friends, 

If  you  are  to  train  your  child  to 
spend  and  save  his  money  wisely 
when  he  is  grown,  he  will  need  at 
an  early  age  to  have  small  amounts 
of  money  to  handle.  In  a  family 
where  all  members  work  and  play 
together,  the  very  young  child  can 
understand  that  he  must  carry  his 
share  of  responsibility  and  in  this 
way  he  is  entitled  to  share  the  fami- 
ly income.  A  weekly  allowance  is 
a  sound  basis  for  teaching  this  re- 
sponsibility rather  than  payments 
for  each  job  done. 

Mother,  father  and  children 
should  sit  down  together  to  discuss 


fully  those  jobs  which  are  expected 
of  each.  This  will  include  regular 
daily  and  weekly  jobs,  as  well  as 
willingness  to  help  when  needed. 
Together  you  might  discuss  how  an 
allowance  should  be  spent.  You  and 
your  nine-y|ar-old  girl,  for  example, 
might  decide  that  she  needs  Brownie 
dues,  Sunday-school  offering,  a  por- 
tion to  save,  and  a  portion  to  spend. 
Perhaps  thirty-five  cents  will  take 
care  of  these  expenses.  It  may  need 
to  be  more,  it  might  be  less,  but 
the  amount  agreed  upon  should  be 
small  enough  that  she  can  under- 
stand its  value  and  budget  it  accord- 
ingly. You  will  need  to  discuss  with 
each  child  his  needs,  his  ability  to 
assume  responsibility  and  finally  the 
amount  he  receives. 

This  training  of  your  child  in  the 
proper  use  of  the  spending  of  money 
is  important  in  building  Christian 
character. 

Your  Counselor. 


Conference  through  Standing  Com- 
mittee to  appoint  an  Annual  Con- 
ference committee  to  study  the 
problem  of  Bible  training  school 
work  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  report  to  the  next  Annual 
Conference. 

This  study  may  well  include  the 
effect  of  independent  Bible  schools 
on  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a 
more  adequate  Brotherhood  pro- 
gram for  the  education  of  lay  work- 
ers, the  possibilities  of  increasing 
extension  work  from  our  colleges 
and  the  seminary,  and  the  place  of 
Bethany  Bible  Training  School  in 
the  future  educational  program  of 
the  church. 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President. 

E.  G.  Hoff,  Chairman  Board  of 
Directors. 

Financial   Support   of  Bethany 
Seminary 

Whereas,  the  Wenatchee  Valley 
church  believes  that  adequately 
trained  leadership  is  necessary  for 
the  continued  growth  and  expan- 
sion of  our  denomination  in  all  of 
its  many  fields  of  service,  and 

Whereas,  the  Wenatchee  Valley 
church  believes  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  that  leadership  is  en- 
dangered by  the  present  plan  of 
financial  support  of  our  only  sem- 
inary, Bethany; 

Therefore,  we,  the  Wenatchee 
Valley  church  in  regular  quarterly 
council  Sept.   7,    1949,   petition   An- 


nual Conference,  through  district 
meeting  held  at  Sunnyslope,  Nov. 
16-20,  1949,  to  place  Bethany's 
budget  of  needs  upon  a  guaranteed 
basis. 

Merle  Travis,  Church  Clerk. 
Action     of     district     conference: 
Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Laurie  Kingery,  Clerk. 

Handbook  for  New  Church  Member 

The  District  of  Washington  in  con- 
ference assembled  at  the  Sunnyslope 
church,  Nov.  16-20,  1949,  petitions 
Annual  Conference  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  June  1950,  to  make  a 
study  of  and,  if  possible,  to  produce 
a  suitable  handbook  which  could  be 
given  to  those  coming  into  our 
church.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  dele- 
gate body  that  said  handbook  con- 
tain: 

1.  A  statement  of  welcome  to  the 
candidate, 

2.  The  baptismal  vows, 

3.  A  baptismal  certificate  suitable 
for  our  purposes, 

4.  A  clear  statement  on  the  simple 
life, 

5.  Teaching  on  the  stewardship 
of  life,  time  and  possessions, 

6.  The  responsibility  of  church 
membership, 

7.  The  New  Testament  teaching 
on  the  way  of  love  and  goodwill. 

Victor    C.    Bendsen,    Moderator. 
Laurie  Kingery,  Writing  Clerk. 


MAY    20,    1950 
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A  Mid-cenlury  Conference  for  Peace  to  be  held  in 
Chicago  May  29  and  30  will  bring  together  many  dif- 
ferent groups  to  plan  for  ways  to  build  the  peace. 

The  First  District  of  India  has  chosen  Premchand  G. 
Bhagat  and  J.  M.  Blough  as  its  delegates  on  the  Grand 
Rapids    Standing    Committee.     Bro.    Bhagat    will    also 

represent  the  Second  District  of  India. 

• 

Southern  Ohio  will  be  represented  on  the  1950 
Standing  Committee  by  John  D.  Long,  Dean  L.  Frantz 
and  Ray  O.  Shank.  The  alternates  are  Lester  E.  Fike, 
Philip  H.  Lauver  and  Robert  L.  Sherfy. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  starting  June  12  and 
ending  Aug.  31,  will  have  room  to  accommodate  a  num- 
ber of  guests  who  will  be  wanting  a  comfortable  place 
to  stay  in  Chicago. 

Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  have  completed  a 
trailer  trip  around  the  country  and  are  locating  at 
Lewiston,  Minn.,  to  assume  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
church  there.  Their  last  permanent  address  was 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa. 

Sixty-five  cattle  are  being  shipped  by  the  Brethren 
Service  to  Germany  at  the  end  of  May.  Thirty  of 
the  cattle  came  from  Oregon,  twenty  from  Indiana,  ten 
from  Ohio,  and  smaller  numbers  from  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  Connecticut. 

Russell  Eisenbise  and  family  returned  to  the  United 
States  after  a  period  of  service  in  Europe.  They 
brought  with  them  an  Austrian  young  woman,  who  will 
be  supported  by  the  Wenatchee  church.  The  Eisenbise 
family  are  settling  at  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Pastor  Lehman  of  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  writes  in  his 
bulletin,  "The  Gospel  Messenger  costs  almost  exactly 
the  same  per  copy  as  the  newspaper.  You  cannot  afford 
to  be  without  it.  If  you  enjoy  the  newspaper  and  comic 
books  more  than  you  enjoy  the  Bible  and  the  Gospel 
Messenger,  it  is  time  to  check  up  on  your  spiritual 
health." 

Nebraska  held  a  week-long  work  camp  in  mid-April 
to  get  their  new  camp  site  developed  sufficiently  so  that 
it  can  be  used  for  the  summer  program  of  camping. 
During  the  work  week,  pastors  came  in  from  over  the 
state  of  Nebraska  bringing  along  with  them  some  of 
the  members  of  their  congregations.  Three  buildings 
were  put  under  construction.  The  farmhouse  and  the 
barn,  likewise,  were  readied  for  use  in  the  camping 
program.  Each  family  in  Nebraska  is  planning  to  con- 
tribute one  sack  of  cement  for  the  camping  project. 

The  Virginia  Council  of  Churches  used  the  week  of 
April  16-23  to  lift  up  the  importance  of  weekday  re- 
ligious education.  Weekday  religious  education  is 
offered  in  thirty-five  counties  in  Virginia.  Seventy-four 
full-time  professionally  trained  teachers  are  employed. 
Forty-five  thousand  children  are  enrolled  which  repre- 
sents ninety-six  per  cent  of  the  pupils  eligible  to  enroll. 
Fifteen  thousand  of  these  pupils  do  not  have  other 
religious  contacts.  Virginia  has  not  allowed  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  to  stop  this  worth-while  effort. 
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The  University  of  Chicago  will  conduct  a  summer 
school  for  ministers  on  The  Church  and  Economic  Life 
from  June  26  to  July  29  this  year. 

The  Hopewell  church  at  Hopewell,  Va.,  was  dedi- 
cated on  April  30.  It  was  a  great  day  of  rejoicing  for 
all  who  had  helped  in  the  growth  of  this  church. 

The  Protestant  Radio  Commission  is  planning  its 
fifth  annual  summer  workshop  in  religious  radio  to 
be  held  at  Temple  University  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug. 
6-31. 

The  young  adult  fellowship  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
has  completed  a  project  to  purchase  a  duplicator  for 
the  African  schools.  They  are  beginning  on  other 
projects. 

The  Mid-century  Call  to  Youth  plans  to  enroll  a 
million  youth  in  religious  education  and  action  at 
local,  national  and  world  levels.  It  is  sponsored  by  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Education. 

J.  C.  Ankeny  of  Ligioner,  Pa.,  writes  to  suggest  that 
Christian  people  who  have  lived  upright  lives  could 
more  profitably  receive  some  roses  while  they  are 
still  living  than  to  have  great  heaps  of  them  piled 
about  their  caskets  after  they  are  gone. 

A  workshop  in  nature  study  is  being  held  at  Mc- 
Pherson  College  under  the  direction  of  R.  E.  Mohler 
and  other  faculty  members  from  May  31  to  June  6.  Col- 
lege credit  can  be  received  by  those  wishing  it.  There 
will  be  hikes,  lectures  and  individual  nature  study 
projects. 

Modesto  church,  Calif.,  has  purchased  a  new  par- 
sonage and  turned  the  old  one  into  Sunday-school 
rooms.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  Sunday  school 
made  the  change  necessary.  The  new  parsonage  is 
situated  at  219  Merced  and  the  pastor,  Paul  S.  Hersch, 
should  be  addressed  there. 

Oscar  and  Ella  Stern  of  Guthrie,  Minn.,  after  reading 
Calvin  Tooker's  article  in  the  Messenger,  I  Teach  Negro 
Students,  wrote  to  tell  us  that  they  had  visited  Bro. 
Tooker  in  his  work.  They  told  of  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties he  encounters  as  he  lives  in  a  different  en- 
vironment from  that  to  which  he  is  accustomed.  They 
pointed  out  that  he  is  deeply  consecrated  to  his  work 
among  the  Negro  people  and  that  he  is  rendering 
a  service  which  is  commensurate  with  that  rendered  by 
missionary  and  Brethren  Service  workers. 

Dr.  Roy  Pfaltzgraff  of  Lassa,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa, 
wrtes,  "I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  menin- 
gitis epidemic  has  begun  to  diminish  in  this  area  though 
we  are  still  having  around  thirty  new  cases  weekly. 
The  center  of  the  epidemic  at  this  time  seems  to  be 
at  Chibuk.  We  have  sent  Velva  Jane  Dick  up  there 
to  care  for  it.  They  are  treating  from  100  to  120  cases 
daily.  We  have  treated  thousands  of  cases  in  the  area 
and  have  no  doubt  been  able  to  save  many  lives.  For- 
tunately we  have  been  able  to  get  supplies  of  medicine 
from  the  government.  Otherwise,  we  would  have  used 
up  all  of  our  medical  money  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  I  have  been  working  on  the  records  and 
find  that  we  have  had  as  many  cases  of  all  diseases  com- 
bined in  this  first  quarter  here  at  Lassa  as  we  have 
had  in  a  whole  year  before." 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 

Request  for  Conference  Lodging  in  Private  Homes 

The  standard  rate  for  rooms  in  private  homes  in  Grand  Rapids  is  $3.00  per  bed,  whether  for  one  or  two  people.  Mr.  Whit- 
wam,  to  whom  this  blank  should  be  sent,  will  also  do  what  he  can  to  find  tourist  cabins  or  camping  facilities,  both  rather  scarce. 
In  such   cases   write   him   a   letter   explaining   your  needs. 

Mr.  G.  Frank  Whitwam,  Grand  Rapids  Convention  Bureau,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Please  arrange  room  reservations  in  private  homes  for person(s)  attending  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Conference,  June  13-18. 

We  will  need room(s)  with bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

room(s)  with  bed(s)  to  accommodate  person(s). 

We  plan  to  arrive  on  (date)  and  to  leave  on  (date)  

Remarks    

Name    

Street  or  Route  

City Zone  State 


William  H.  Loucks,  pastor  of  the  Blissville  church, 
Ind.,  and  his  family  have  moved  into  the  recently  ac- 
quired parsonage.  Their  address  is  changed,  therefore, 
from  Walkerton,  Ind.,  to  R.  1,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

A.  Stauffer  Curry  sends  this  telegram  from  Wash- 
ington: "House  Armed  Services  Committee  recom- 
mending draft  extension  by  31-0  vote.  Now  is  time  to 
urge  Senate  Armed  Services  committeemen  oppose 
selective  service  extension.  Senator  Tydings  is  chair- 
man." 

Mrs.  Howard  Bosler  and  daughter,  Cynthia  Ann, 
arrived  in  the  States,  via  air,  on  April  26,  and  are  with 
relatives  and  friends  in  New  Paris,  Ind.  Mrs.  Bosler's 
early  arrival  in  the  States  was  made  necessary  because 
of  the  illness  of  their  daughter,  Esther  Gene  Bosler 
Miller. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Wolford  of  Ligonier,  Pa.,  writes  to  tell 
us  how  through  careful  reading  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
she  came  in  contact  with  a  friend  whose  name  she  had 
not  seen  for  many  years.  It  was  pleasant  for  these 
friends  to  find  each  other  again  and'  they  thank  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  its  help. 

Rural  community  seminars  have  been  held  in  the 
Liberty  Mills  church,  Ind.,  and  the  Salamonie  church, 
Ind.,  recently.  They  began  at  2:00  in  the  afternoon  and 
continued  through  the  supper  hour  and  evening  service. 
The  Rural  Life  Association,  Manchester  College  and 
the  local  pastors  are  co-operating  in  these  endeavors. 

Earl  Snader  of  Panora,  Iowa,  writes  to  tell  us  that 
someone  else  must  have  written  the  article,  Denying 
Our  Christ,  which  appeared  in  the  April  8  Gospel  Mes- 
senger since  he  does  not  recall  that  he  did.  We  find 
his  name  on  it,  but  there  must  have  been  an  error 
somewhere.  It  was  a  good  article.  We  would  be  glad 
to  give  proper  credit  to  its  author. 

Petro  Hrab,  his  wife  and  three  children,  with  both 
of  their  mothers,  making  a  family  of  seven,  have  been 
in  New  Windsor  for  some  time  waiting  for  some  Ameri- 
can community  to  help  them  establish  a  home.  It  is 
a  larger  family  than  most  communities  had  been  plan- 
ning for.  Is  there  any  community  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  which  will  help  settle  this  family  of  seven? 


With  Our  Evangelists 


Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    Linford   Roienberger   of   York,    Pa.,    in   the    New    Haven 
church,  Mich.,  May  30. 

Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  in  the  Smithfield  church, 
Pa.,  May  26 — June  4. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  New  Free- 
dom church,  Pa.,  May  14-28. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  added  to  the  Weston  church,  Oregon. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Salisbury  church,  Pa. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Joy  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Harrisburg  church.  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Fruitland  church,  Idaho. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Frostburg  church,  Md. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Nappanee  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  in  the   Payette  church,   Idaho. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Dam  church,  Md. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  McFarland  church,  Calif. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Poplar  Grove  church,  Ohio. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Hickory  Grove  church,  Ohio. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Flower  Hill  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Mohler  church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Daleville 
church,  Va. 

Eleven  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Pasadena 
church,  Calif. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Waynes- 
boro church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Franklin 
Grove  church,  111. 

Nine  baptized  and  eleven  received  by  letter  in  the  Garden 
City  church,  Kansas. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  received  on  confession  of  faith  in 
the  Peru  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  fourteen  received  by  letter  in  the  High  Point 
church,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Eleven  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  South 
Waterloo  church,  Iowa. 

Eleven  baptized,  two  received  on  former  baptism  and  one  by 
letter  in  the  Hartville  church,  Ohio. 

•  Six  persons  received  on  former  baptism   and  seven   awaiting 
the  rite  of  baptism  in  the  Ivester  church,  Iowa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  21 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Micah's  Plea  for  Human  Rights. — Micah. 
Memory  Selection:  He  hath  showed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good; 
and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to 
love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?    Micah  6:8. 

CBYF  Topic  for  May,  "My  Dear  Ego." 
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When  Ckuicli  vs  UiUelent 


John  H.  Eberly 

New  Windsor,  Md. 


WORSHIP  is  a  deep  experience 
rising  from  the  occasion  and 
from  the  people  present  and 
assisted  by  a  leader.  I  was  to  speak 
to  the  fifty  or  sixty  displaced  per- 
sons at  the  morning  worship  in  the 
New  Windsor  chapel  recently.  At 
eleven  o'clock  the  people  assembled 
while  music  was  being  played  and 
sat  quietly  for  some  time  with  mem- 
ories of  their  past  mingled  with 
vague  and  anxious  visions  of  a  fu- 
ture. Such  a  meeting  gives  an  occa- 
sion when  one  feels  that  "even  the 
stones  must  cry  out"  so  deep  and 
many  are  the  emotions  affected  by 
worship. 

After  the  period  of  quiet  and  mu- 
sic, I  read  two  selections  from  the 
5th  chapter  of  Matthew  and  then 
nodded  to  Mr.  Lomako,  who  re- 
peated the  same  reading  in  Russian. 
The  reader  then  led  the  people  in 
the  singing  of  a  hymn  in  Russian. 
How  strange  and  acceptable  to  both 
the  worshiper  and  to  God  must  be 
this  two-language  service,  and  how 
evident  was  the  sameness  of  spirit 
regardless  of  the  language.  Then 
I  spoke  the  following  words  which 
Mrs.  Balodis  translated  for  me: 

"Today  is  the  Lord's  day  and  now 
we  will  honor  and  worship  him. 
People  of  all  races,  colors  and  na- 
tions look  for  God  and  want  his 
blessings.  But  if  we  are  to  find  God 
and  receive  his  blessings  and  help, 
we  must  obey  his  will.  We  must 
follow  his  laws. 

"Perhaps  you  have  said  or 
thought  at  times,  'I  cannot  find  God. 
He  seems  so  far  away.' 

"Let  us  find  God  now.  Let  us 
look  for  him  today. 

"You  sit  here  quietly  and  listen 
to  the  music.  You  are  remembering 
the  years  of  suffering  and  hardship. 
You  remember,  also,  years  of  happi- 
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ness  and  comforts,  and  the  old  home 
and  friends.  And  now  you  are  here. 
You  hope  to  find  new  homes  and 
new  friends  and  neighbors.  The 
strangeness  of  America  and  New 
Windsor  made  it  difficult  at  first  but 
it  is  becoming  easier  now.  Surely 
God  is  good  to  us  all,  and  today  and 
every  day  he  will  help  us. 

"Today  we  see  that  God  is  present 
in  his  good  earth.  He  makes  the 
sun  to  rise  on  the  good  and  on  the 
evil.  He  sends  the  rain  on  the  just 
and  on  the  unjust.  There  is  plenty 
of  room  on  God's  good  earth  for 
every  family  to  have  a  home  and  a 
garden.  The  soil  is  able  to  produce 
food  for  everyone.  There  are  metals 
and  minerals  in  the  hills  and  moun- 
tains from  which  we  can  build  all 
kinds  of  tools  and  machinery  to  help 
man  make  a  good  life  for  all  people. 
We  can  use  the  rivers,  the  ocean  and 
the  air  to  transport  and  share  food 
and  goods  from  those  lands  with 
plenty  to  those  who  are  in  need. 
And  there  is  enough  for  everyone. 

"And  this  is  man's  big  work — to 
live  together,  to  work  together,  to 
be  helpful  and  kind  one  to  another. 

"You  and  millions  of  other  people 
have  known  need  and  suffering  be- 
cause nations  distrust  and  fear  one 
another.  Wars  destroy  our  homes, 
our  factories  and  our  institutions. 
We  do  not  by  nature  hate  one  an- 
other, and  God  has  made  us  feel 
in  our  hearts  friendly  toward  all 
people.  Certain  evil  forces  and 
falsehoods  caused  us  to  call  good 
people,  like  ourselves,  in  other 
countries,  enemies.  If  you  ever 
feared  and  hated  Americans,  you 
know  today  you  didn't  need  to. 
When  Americans  are  made  to  hate 
Germans  or  Russians  or  people  like 
ourselves,  we  know  in  our  hearts  it 
is  not  a  true  thing. 

"God  is  trying  to  tell  us  we  are 
all  brothers  on  one  earth,  with  one 


Inner  Peace 

He  who  will  know  peace 
Will  share  God's  richest  gift. 
Peace  is  the  bud  rising  from  deep 

in  the  stem. 
Peace  is  an  ember 
Moving  in  passing  firelight 
And    losing    itself    in    outreaching 

warmth. 
Peace  is  laughter  and  conversation 
That  when  they  are  said  refresh  the 

heart. 
Peace  is  the  tear  and  the  tears  that 

fall 
In  the  knowing  of  forgiveness. 
Peace  is  the  love  and  the  happiness 

that  come   in 
Realizing  the  courage  to 
Take  life  with  its  fuller  breath. 

You  may  find  peace 
Imbuing  the  meadowland, 
Tiptoeing  the  ripple  of  the  brook, 
Abreasting  the  mountain's  majesty, 
Stirring  in  the  dove's  call, 
Conspiring  with  the  breezes'  gayety, 
Simplifying  man's  complexities, 
Purifying  his  desires, 
Lifting  his  fears, 
Empowering  his  hopelessness. 

Look  in  yourself  for  peace; 
Find  it  there 

Possessing  life  yet  giving  life, 
Known  as  the  sap  is  known  in  the 
tree. 

Catherine    Roller 

Elgin,  Illinois 


sun  and  one  kind  of  air  and  one 
kind  of  rain. 

"He  is  one  God.  We  are  all  one 
people  to  live  together  on  earth. 

"Let  us  pray  together  the  prayer 
of  one  God  and  one  people.  Our  Fa- 
ther, who  art  in  heaven.  .  .  ." 

And  the  people  stood  and  prayed 
in  Russian  with  me  the  Lord's 
prayer  of  one  people,  whose  most 
important  idea  is  the  first  word, 
that  brings  all  people  from  every 
land  to  the  one  Father  of  us  all. 
Might  it  not  be  true  that  Jesus 
placed  the  requirement  so  high  on 
this  first  word  of  his  prayer  that 
few  people  can  even  pray  the  first 
word.  And  now  these  displaced  per- 
sons are  waiting  to  be  included  in 
the  prayers  and  hearts  of  some 
Brethren  church  and  community. 


WHY? 


Mary  M.  Coppock 

Kassel,  Germany 


The    inspiration    for    this    article, 
Merylee     Naylor,     Kassel,     Ger- 
many, is  shown  with  her  iather, 
Eurtis,    and    sister,    Cherylin 


ESSENTIALLY  it  seemed  like  a 
good  idea.  It  was  a  beautiful 
1  Sunday  afternoon,  and  Merylee 
often  expressed  a  desire  to  ride  on 
the  Strassenbahn.  Besides  I  had 
promised  myself  several  times  to 
see  for  my  own  personal  satisfaction 
where  some  of  them  led.  So,  after 
completing  my  Sunday  letters  we 
started  on  our  ride. 

Four-year-old  Merylee  at  first 
commented  on  the  children  whom 
we  saw  playing  along  our  way.  But  ' 
then,  as  we  passed  through  much  of 
the  bombed-out  section,  she  began  to 
ask  the  really  difficult  questions. 
Why  is  this  building  bombed?  Why 
isn't  this  building  bombed?  Why  did 
men  drop  bombs  on  that  church? 
Where  did  the  people  go  while  the 
bombs  fell?  Were  little  children  in 
their  beds  when  they  fell?  How  long 
ago  did  they  fall?  When  will  they 
fall  again?  Where  do  all  the  people 
who  lived  in  those  places  live  now? 
Why  did  men  drop  the  bombs?  Why 
does  Heidi's  family  live  in  one  room? 
Was  their  house  bombed?  Why  did 
men  drop  bombs  on  Heidi's  house? 
When  will  bombs  fall  again? 

German  people  always  notice 
Merylee.  Many  German  people  un- 
derstand enough  English  to  know 
what  she  is  talking  about.  The  lady 
conductor  told  her  that  her  own 
husband  and  daughter  were  killed 
by  the  bombs.  Merylee  understood. 
When  people  talk  English  to  Mery- 
lee she  speaks  English,  but  when 
they  speak  German  she  answers  also 
in  German.  The  other  people 
around  us  were  quite  interested  in 
the  questions  and  in  the  answers. 
As  I  sat  there  dreading  her  ques- 
tions, the  one  I  feared  most  was 
not  asked.  I  thought  she  would  soon 
ask,  "Who  were  the  people  who 
dropped  the  bombs?" 

I  explained  as  best  I  could,  and 
not  nearly  well  enough  for  my  own 


satisfaction,  that  people  dropped 
bombs  because  they  did  not  under- 
stand one  another  and  because  they 
could  not  understand  one  another 
they  did  not  love  one  another.  Such 
an  explanation  made  little  contri- 
bution to  the  answer  she  wanted 
most,  as  time  and  time  again  she 
asked  the  same  questions,  "Why  did 
the  people  drop  the  bombs?"  and 
"When  will  the  bombs  fall  again?" 

Merylee  had  shattered  the  peace 
of  mind  of  many  people  during  the 
quietude  of  the  first  springlike  Sun- 
day afternoon.  When  we  returned 
to  the  residential  section  where  the 
damage  is  so  slight,  her  attention 
seemed  to  be  diverted  to  other 
things,  and  apparently  she  had  for- 
gotten. But  even  then  as  we  walked 
the  last  two  blocks  to  the  house  she 
said:  "Mary,  God  in  heaven  is  in 
the  dark  in  my  room  and  he  told 
me  that  when  all  these  houses  are 
built  again  that  bombs  will  fall 
again  and  knock  them  down,"  and 
.still  once  more  her  most  urgent 
question  and  most  emphatical, 
"Why  do  men  drop  the  bombs?" 

The  minds  of  big  children  some- 
times accept  partial  answers  or  rea- 
sons why  bombs  are  dropped,  but 
no  answers  can  be  found  that  are 
satisfactory  for  the  simple  mind  of 
a  four-year-old  child  who  has  thus 
far  in  her  life  encountered  only  love 
and  affection.  One  little  two-year- 
old  boy  shook  hands  with  Merylee 
and  said,  "Auf  Wiedersehen,"  when 
he  got  off  the  car.  Some  lady  at  the 
other  end  of  the  car  noticed  that 
Merylee  was  watching  her  dog;  so 
after  she  had  gotten  off  she  held  it 
up  for  Merylee  to  see  outside  our 
window.  For  Merylee  and  for  those 
who  attempt  to  answer  the  •  ques- 
tions, there  are  no  answers  to  "why 
do  people  drop  bombs?"  when  like 
Merylee  they  are  open-minded  to 
the   sameness    of    all    people    as    is 


Brethren  Service 
Calendar 

June  5  —  Sept.  2.  STU- 
DENTS -  IN  -  INDUSTRY 
PROJECT.    Chicago,  111. 

June  5  —  Sept.  2.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  MENTAL 
HOSPITAL  UNIT.  Elgin, 
I1L 

June  9  —  July  16.  SUM- 
MER'S FIRST  BRETH- 
REN WORK  CAMP. 
Fresno,  Calif.  Many  oth- 
ers will  begin  in  June  or 
July.  See  folder.  Sum- 
mer Service  for  1950. 

June  19-30.  INSTITUTE 
OF  RACE  RELATIONS. 
Elizabethtown  College. 

July  5-19.  INSTITUTE  OF 
RACE  RELATIONS. 
McPherson  College. 

July  10-21.  INSTITUTE  OF 
INDUSTRIAL  R  E  L  A- 
TIONS.  Bethany  Bibli- 
cal Seminary.  Other  in- 
stitutes on  current  is- 
sues later  at  La  Verne 
and  New  Windsor. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETH- 
REN INTERNATIONAL 
WORK  CAMPS.  Ger- 
many and  Austria.  The 
camp  in  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria, will  spend  part  of 
its  time  in  study  and  re- 
search on  the  problems 
of  building  peace. 

For  information  on  any 
of  these  events  write  to 
Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Elgin,  111. 

It  has  been  necessary  to 
cancel  the  summer  work 
camp  for  Spanish-speaking 
migrant  laborers  at  Rocky 
Ford,  Colo. 


evidenced  by  their  kindnesses  and 
interest  in  small  children.  When 
we  become  as  little  children  perhaps 
we  can  then  answer  her  second  im- 
perative question  confidently,  and 
say:  "The  bombs  shall  not  fall 
again!" 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


Ewing  Galloway 


TWO  thirds  of  the  world's  grow- 
ing population  live  with  hungry 
mouths  pressed  against  the 
earth's  bread  line.  This  year  fifty 
million  people  in  China,  approxi- 
mately one  third  of  the  population 
of  the  United  States,  will  not  have 
enough  to  eat.  And  there  are  under- 
nourished people  in  America.  Farm- 
ers who  produce  for  the  market  face 
the  growing  dilemma  of  continuing 
high  costs  and  declining  prices — of 
producing  for  the  "supported  price" 
or  producing  for  the  "consumer." 
Young  people  postpone  marriage  be- 
cause of  inadequate  incomes;  people 
of  mature  years  retire  unwanted — to 
be  replaced  by  young  blood  which 
unfortunately  does  not  have  ade- 
quate experience.  Men  of  conviction 
and  hope  sell  their  vision  and  free- 
dom for  the  mess  of  pottage,  securi- 
ty. Peace  of  Mind  and  Peace  of  Soul 
were  outsold  within  the  past  few 
years  by  How  to  Stop  Worrying. 


The  Special  Mission 

and  Opportunities 
of  the  Rural  Church 


Robert  F.  Eshleman 

Elizabethtown  College 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


In  the  midst  of  recognized  con- 
tradictions and  confusions  there  is 
in  every  rural  church  around  the 
world  a  potential  experimental  lab- 
oratory and  demonstration  project 
for  the  Christianization  of  men  and 
for  an  applied  Christianity  in  the 
affairs  of  men.    "If  any  man  be  in 


Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old 
things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all 
things  are  become  new"  (2  Cor. 
5: 17).  These  affairs  range  all  the 
way  from  land  use  to  marketing — 
from  the  sunrise  to  the  sunset  ex- 
periences of  life. 

In    the    Church    of   the    Brethren 


a  special  mission  of  our  rural 
churches  is  the  task  of  transmitting 
to  the  next  generation  our  steward- 
ship of  God's  good  earth.  There  are 
areas  in  our  brotherhood  where 
land-use  practices  are  responsible 
for  the  wasting  of  soil  as  well  as 
of  human  resources.  As  Christians 
we  are  in  business  to  redeem  the 
soil  and  the  people  which  it  is  capa- 
ble of  supporting.  In  the  past  few 
years  from  Iowa  to  Virginia  I  have 
visited  churches  where  families 
have  been  brought  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church  largely  as  a  result 
of  farm  owner  and  farm-operator 
arrangements  which  had  been 
developed. 

Stewardship     of     the     land     also 
touches  our  cropping  systems;  like- 
wise,   our    motives    for   production. 
I  understand  Midwest  farmers  con- 
tinually discuss  prices  and  the  corn- 
hog  ratio   to   determine  whether  to 
market  the  grain  crop  "on  the  cob" 
or  "on  the  hoof."   We  recognize  that 
our  hogs  have  a  very  high  standard 
of  living  when  each  hog  consumes 
enough   grain  per   day   to   feed  the 
equivalent   of   several   people   on   a 
Chinese   diet   of  grain   and   cereals. 
And  we  have  a  high  level  of  living 
when  we  can  consume  meat  in  ad- 
dition to  our  daily  bread.   There  are, 
of  course,  other  considerations  such 
as  the  maintenance  of  soil  fertility, 
forage   crops,    etc.,    in   a   grain-live- 
stock economy,  but  I  am  simply  sug- 
gesting   the    possibility    of    an    en- 
larged  mission    in   the   stewardship 
of  surplus  production  land  use.   Will 
we    produce    solely    for    a    support 
price   or,   will  we  be  motivated  by 
human  needs?    The  tremendous  re- 
sponse of  American  farmers  to  the 
Friendship  Train  illustrates  the  pos- 
sible scope  of  this  stewardship.    As 
consecrated    Christians    we    are   re- 
sponsible for  the  most  effective  use 
of   land    entrusted    to    us — that   use 
which   will   contribute   the    greatest 
possible   product   of  food   and   fibre 
to  the  world's  store  while  maintain- 
ing the  productivity  of  our  soil  for 
generations  yet  unborn.  In  fact,  this 
is  the   only   basis   upon   which   any 
economy  can  survive.    In  the  long 
run,   it  must  put  the  needs   of  the 
community    at    home    and    abroad 
above  selfish  interests. 

The  special  mission  of  the  rural 
church  includes  the  task  of  sustain- 
ing the  families  of  God.  Rural  life 
committees  across  our  Brotherhood 
are  doing  excellent  work  in  helping 
establish  young  people  on  farms. 
They  are  offering  assistance  in  fi- 
nance as  well  as  experienced  man- 
agement and  supervision.  Co-opera- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  equipment, 
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mutual  aid  in  time  of  crisis  and 
special  need  —  these  expressions  of 
faith  and  fellowship  tend  to  remove 
many  of  the  insecurities  which  de- 
velop in  a  highly  urbanized  society. 
A  major  trend  in  rural  America 
is  the  growing  urban  pattern  of  in- 
dividualism and  a  contractual  rela- 
tionship of  individuals  and  families 
with  society.  In  Elizabethtown  I  now 
contract  with  the  community  for 
five  cents'  worth  of  street  parking 
time.  That  phenomenon  has  not 
yet  hit  the  typical  Midwest  small 
town  but  I  have  heard  discussions 
on  the  problem  of  hourly  rates  for 
baby-sitters  in  Milledgeville  and 
Panora.  Grandma  and  Grandpa  still 
perform  a  significant  function  in  the 
rural  community — that  of  stamping 
the  impact  of  their  consecrated  lives 
upon  a  generation  who  must  experi- 
ence things  all  over  again  in  order 
to  appreciate  the  fullness  of  the 
stature  of  Christ.  Youth  and  old  age 
need  each  other  and  the  business  of 
sustaining  the  Christian  family 
throughout  life  is  a  challenging  mis- 
sion of  applied  Christianity  in  every 
rural  church. 

The  special  mission  of  the  rural 
church  includes  the  task  of  produc- 
ing peaceful  lives.  "They  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks;  .  .  . 
they  shall  sit  every  man  under  his 
own  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree; 
and  none  shall  make  them  afraid" 
(Micah  4:  3-4). 

In  my  early  ministry  I  was  a  bit 
discouraged  at  times  to  discover  sev- 
eral members  of  the  congregation 
slumbering    in    soft   scores    through 


the  sermon.  Upon  closer  examina- 
tion I  would  discover  these  Brethren 
had  labored  through  the  week  in 
honest  toil,  their  lives  disciplined 
to  simple  but  bountiful  living  and 
one  sermon  more  or  less  would  not 
change  the  course  of  their  commit- 
ted lives.  Such  relaxation  and  peace 
of  heart  may  well  be  a  blessing  in 
disguise  and  are  a  sharp  contrast 
to  my  invitation  to  preach  in  a 
church  where  I  was  told  the  sermon 
must  be  limited  to  twelve  minutes 
because  the  people  won't  sit  still 
any  longer. 

Then  too,  much  has  been  written 
on  the  values  of  living  with  the 
wind  and  the  rain — the  sun  and  the 
seasons — the  life  and  death  cycles  of 
nature  to  remind  man  of  his  short 
journey  to  his  long  home.  The  Bible 
is  virtually  a  book  of  the  Shepherd 
for  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.  The 
husbandry  of  the  soil  is  a  mission 
which  can  well  qualify  Christian 
men  and  women  to  face  the  climax 
of  life  with  Jesus  and  confidently 
say  with  him,  "It  is  finished,"  know- 
ing that  life  has  been  complete  ac- 
cording to  the  will  and  plan  of  a 
loving  heavenly  Father  who  calls 
his   children  home. 


NEXT    WEEK  .  .  . 

Russell  F.  Helstern,  an  experi- 
enced pastor  and  camp  leader,  will 
suggest  ways  of  Making  Camping 
Meaningful  in  the  Local  Church  on 
these  pages. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


LET'S  get  wise  to  the  biggest  opportunity 
the  church  ever  had;  1,200,000,000  peo- 
ple —  eight  times  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  three  fifths  of  the  human  race, 
90  per  cent  of  the  non-Christian  world — are 
illiterate.  But  now  they  are  determined  to 
learn  to  read.  They  believe  that  illiteracy 
keeps  them  hungry,  in  wretched  hovels,  sick 
and  victims  of  oppression. 

These  unfortunates  will  follow  anyone 
with  pathetic  eagerness,  anyone  who  offers 
them  hope  of  a  better  life, .  be  he  Christian 
or  atheist.  When  we  teach  them,  they  love 
us,  want  to  join  our  religion,  and  read  what 
we  offer  them.  It  is  as  easy  to  make  them 
Christian  as  it  is  to  make  them  literate. 

Fortunately  too,  the  governments  are 
asking  our  help  because  missions  have  thir- 
ty years  of  experience  making  lessons  and 
teaching  illiterates.  King  Farouk  and  the 
Shah  of  Persia  both  asked  our  help,  though 
they  are  Moslems.  So  did  Emperor  Haile 
Selassie,  a  Coptic  Christian,  and  the  Bud- 
dhist government  of  Thailand. 


New  Strategy 

for 

Christian  Missions 

Frank  C.  Laubach 


The  Bible  can  become  an  open  book  only  when  the 
millions  of  illiterates  are  taught  to  read 

The  production  of  reading  matter  for  those  who  have 

learned  to  read  is  a  necessity  if  ground  gained  is 

to  be  kept 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Most  countries  of  the  world  have  declared  war  on 
illiteracy,  and  are  calling  upon  Christians  (and  all  other 
educated  people)  to  teach  the  illiterates  in  their  homes 
free,  as  a  patriotic  service.  No  country  has  objected 
when  Christians  won  converts  while  teaching  at  home. 
Indeed,  rulers  prefer  Christians  to  Communists,  for 
Communists  are  suspected  of  plotting  to  seize  the  gov- 
ernment by  violence. 

In  the  next  twenty-five  years,  half  of  the  world's 
illiterates  will  learn  to  read.  If  we  win  them  to  Christ 
while  teaching  them,  their  hearts  will  be  educated  with 
their  minds.  If  we  do  not  win  them  to  Christ,  they  will 
come  into  our  knowledge  of  science  but  will  not  know 
the  Christian  love  which  will  make  them  safe  with  our 
terrible  weapons  of  destruction.  If  we  wait  until  they 
have  become  educated,  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  win  them 
to  Christ  after  that  as  it  is,  for  example,  to  convert  the 
Communists  now.  Nothing  would  be  so  disastrous  as 
to  release  upon  this  earth  a  billion  people  with  our 
technical  knowledge  but  with  untrained  moral  and 
spiritual  values. 

As  illiterates,  these  three  fifths  of  the  human  race 
are  harmless,  but  when  they  become  educated  they  will 
be  inconceivably  powerful.  Will  they  be  for  us  or 
against  us?  "Catch  up  spiritually  with  our  science," 
say  the  makers  of  the  bomb,  "or  the  human  race  will 
destroy  itself."  We  must,  for  their  own  sakes,  and  the 
world's  sake,  make  their  knowledge  safe  with  Christian 
character. 

But,  why  not  ask  the  government  to  handle  this  job? 
Because  our  government  cannot  teach  religion.  The 
American  Christian  churches  have  the  opportunity  and 
the  resources  to  do  it,  and  they  must  accept  the  invita- 
tion of  the  illiterates  and  the  world  now  and  in  a  big 
way.  A  pinchpenny  attitude  would  mean  losing  the 
most  wonderful  opportunity  in  two  thousand  years — 
and  probably  the  last! 

OUR  STRATEGY 

There  are  already  fifteen  million  Protestant  natives 
in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  We  must  mobilize 
them  into  teaching  armies  to  teach  illiterates  as  fast  as 
they  can.  We  should  send  one  trained  American  mis- 
sionary for  every  thousand  native  Christians,  to  train 
them  to  teach  illiterates  and  win  them  to  Christ,  and 
get  them  into  the  churches.  This  will  mean  15,000  mis- 
sionaries trained  in  the  techniques  of  literacy  and  using 
literacy  as  a  means  of  evangelism. 

We  must  train  these  15,000  also  to  write  simply  and 
fascinatingly  so  they  can  train  talented  native  writers 
to  write  very  simply  and  fascinatingly  in  their  own 
languages,  so  that  they  help  them  start  newspapers, 
magazines  and  books,  get  them  printed  attractively  with 
pictures  and  then  distributed  and  sold. 

We  must  subsidize  this  reading  matter  so  that  it 
will  be  cheap  enough  so  that  the  impoverished  new 
literates  can  buy  them. 

We  can  train  all  the  missionaries  who  are  in  this 
country  now,  and  the  rest  as  they  return  on  furlough. 
We  can  train  all  outgoing  missionaries  before  they  leave 
this  country.  All  ordained  ministers  and  evangelists 
overseas  should  be  experts  in  this  method,  and  should 
use  it  to  promote  their  programs.  Far  and  away  the 
largest  number  of  missionaries  belong  to  this  class. 
Educational  missionaries  should  have  the  same  train- 
ing. They  can  mobilize  their  students  to  teach  and  can 
train  many  of  them  to  write  simply. 

This  is  perfect  Christianity,  exactly  what  Christ 
commanded  when  he  said,  "Go  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations,  teaching  them  .  .  ." 

And  all  the  nations  of  the  world  would  sing  his 


One  teaches  one 


The    Bible    is    given    to    those    who    have    learned 
to   read 


A  Chinese  woman  reads  to  her  family  and  neighbors 


praises,  if  we  help  them  up,  and  help  them  find  Christ. 

The  time  is  now.    The  silent  war  goes  on  across  the 

world  to  victory  or  to  defeat  for  the  forces  of  Christ. 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Ediled  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  MARRIED  A  MINISTER 


Her  Children 


Mrs.  Q.  A.  Holsopple 


Reading  around  the  table,  Mrs.  Holsopple, 
Marie  Ann,  Norman  and  Richard  Zeller 
(grandchildren),  Mr.  Holsopple,  Galena 
Holsopple  (granddaughter),  Mrs.  Donald 
Holsopple,  Donald  Holsopple  (son),  Mrs. 
Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.  (daughter),  and  Harry 
K.  Zeller,  Jr.  The  daughter  absent  from 
the  picture  is  Mrs.  Frances  Fenner  of  New 
York  state,  who  because  of  distance  could 
not  spend  Christmas  in  the  parental  home 


MOTHER,"  I  said  firmly  as  I 
came  rushing  into  the  living 
room  and  threw  down  my 
books,  "I  shall  never,  never  marry 
a  minister;  so  don't  expect  me  to." 

Mother  looked  up  from  her  chair 
by  the  bay  window  where  she  was 
sewing.  "Sit  down,  Lottie,  and  cool 
off;  then  tell  me  why  you  will  never 
marry  a  minister,  why  you  think 
I'm  expecting  you  to  and  why  it 
must  be  settled  now." 

I  dropped  down  on  the  window 
seat  near  her  and,  looking  up  to 
begin,  saw  that  her  busy  hands  were 
still  and  her  eyes  faraway.  Then 
she  was  back  with  me  as  she  said, 
"Now,  tell  me  all  about  it." 

"Mother,  it  isn't  fair.  Why  can't 
I  be  like  the  other  girls?  Why  must 
they  always  say,  'Your  father  is  a 
preacher.'  We  were  coming  home 
from  school  and  talking  about — 
well,   you  know,    everything." 

"Yes,"  mother  interrupted,  "I 
know."  And  suddenly  with  relief 
I  knew  she  did. 

"Well,  we  were  talking  about 
what  we  were  going  to  do  and 
whom  we  would  marry  and  when 
I  started,  Margaret  said,  'Oh,  you 
will  have  to  marry  a  preacher.  Your 
father  is  and  your  folks  will  expect 
you  to.'  Then  she  laughed  and  said, 
'Girls,   do  you   think  she  is  goody 
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goody  enough  to  marry  a  preach- 
er?'"  And  the  tears  that  seemed 
so  ready  those  days  rolled  down  my 
cheeks.  "Mother,  it's  awful  to  be 
a  minister's  child.  You  can't  expect 
me  to  marry  a  preacher.  It  would 
be  too  hard  on  my  children."  All 
was  quiet  and  mother  was  looking 
again  far  beyond  the  horizon. 

The  next  half  hour  with  mother 
is  still  clear  in  my  mind.  She  talked 
to  me  of  my  father,  my  grandfather, 
her  fine  brothers,  all  ministers,  and 
what  good  Christian  men  they  were, 
of  what  they  had  given  to  the  world 
and  the  church,  what  had  come  to 
me  because  they  were  part  of  our 
family,  the  special  privileges  and 
responsibilities  that  were  mine  be- 
cause of  this  heritage.  She  talked 
of  our  home  life  together,  of  the 
many  fine  leaders  of  our  church  who 
frequently  stayed  in  our  home.  All 
the  joy  and  pride  in  those  I  loved 
rushed  over  me.  My  heart  and  mind 
stretched   with  new   understanding. 

Then,  in  a  little  firmer  voice,  she 
said,  "Kathren,  I  expect  you  to  mar- 
ry a  good,  clean,  honorable  Christian 
man  that  you  love  dearly  and  who 
is  worthy  to  be  the  father  of  your 
children." 

"A  minister,  you  mean?"  I  asked. 

"No,  not  necessarily  a  minister. 
I  mean  just  what  I  said.  When  the 
time  comes  your  heart  will  tell  you 
if  it  is  to  be  a  minister  or  not.   Now 


put  away  your  books  and  help  me 
get  supper."  As  I  slowly  gathered 
up  my  things  to  leave,  mother  said, 
"Lottie,  what  were  you  going  to 
say  to  the  girls  when  Margaret 
interrupted?" 

I  stood  still  a  moment,  thinking. 
"Why,  mother,"  I  cried  in  amaze- 
ment, "that  I  was  going  to  marry 
a  minister." 

"I  thought  so,"  she  said  with  danc- 
ing eyes.  "But  what  about  your 
poor  children?" 

"O  mother  dear,  I'm  glad  I'm  a 
minister's  child  and  they  will  be 
too." 

And  I  believe  they  are.  Of  course, 
there  have  been  many  difficult  times 
and  problems  but  why  should  a 
minister's  family  escape  these  any 
more  than  other  families?  History 
has  such  a  way  of  repeating  itself. 
Our  eldest  came  home  from  school 
one  day,  indignation  written  all  over 
her. 

"Mother,  what  is  a  person  sup- 
posed to  do?  If  I  play  games  at 
recess  the  kids  say,  'Ohooo,  we 
didn't  think  the  preacher's  daughter 
would  play'  and  when  I  don't  play, 
they  say,  'Hmm,  the  preacher's 
daughter  is  too  good  to  play  with 
us.'" 

So  we  talked  it  over  trying  to  see 
both  sides.  Had  she  done  anything 
to  cause  them  to  talk  that  way, 
possibly  using  her  father's  position 


for  her  own  advantage?  How  did 
she  answer  them?  As  we  talked, 
her  feeling  of  martyrdom  disap- 
peared and  she  began  to  see  her 
place  as  an  individual  in  the  pattern 
of  life. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
the  children  who  came  home  with 
ours  after  school,  to  work  on  proj- 
ects, who  looked  longingly  at  the 
National  Geographies,  Compton's 
Encyclopedia  and  many  other  helps 
that  were  there.  One  girl  said  wist- 
fully, "You're  lucky.  We  get  four 
Sunday  papers  but  that's  all  we  can 
afford." 

Although  there  are  usually  a  few 
in  a  congregation  that  are  over 
watchful  and  critical  of  the  minis- 
ter's family  (and  as  a  rule  everyone 
else)  the  majority  are  thoughtful 
and  considerate.  To  this  day  tears 
sting  my  eyes  when  I  think  of  that 
Sunday  morning  many  years  ago 
when  our  hearts  were  aching  over 
the  critical  illness  of  our  daughter, 
with  the  added  burden  of  the  heavy 
financial  strain  of  hospital  and  doc- 
tor bills.  As  I  went  down  the  aisle 
after  church  a  good  friend  said,  as 
she  slipped  a  check  in  my  hand, 
"We  want  to  have  a  share  in  her 
getting  well."  Such  understanding 
and  kindness  compensate  for  many 
things. 

As  important  as  it  is  that  the  con- 
gregation and  community  treat  the 
minister's  children  as  people,  it  is 
even  more  important  that  their  par- 
ents be  sensitive  and  aware  of  their 
children's  need  to  grow  up  normal 
and  well  adjusted  and  plan  their 
home  life  accordingly.  To  hold  the 
father's  position  up  to  the  child  as 
a  reason  for  being  good  or  not  bad 
is  poor  logic  that  will  soon  lead  to 
indifference,  inner  resentment  and 
possibly  open  rebellion.  True,  there 
are  times  when  the  child  needs  to 
face  very  definitely  that  his  father's 
calling  makes  certain  demands  on 
the  whole  family.  If  he  has  not  been 
burdened  with  daily  reminders  and 
the  situation  is  properly  interpreted 
to  him,  he  will,  as  a  rule,  understand 
and  be  glad  to  do  his  part. 

When  the  parsonage  home  life  is 
filled  with  love  and  joy  and  faith 
in  God,  spiritual  power  will  flow 
from  it  to  all.  What  more  perfect 
place  can  be  found  to  nurture  chil- 
dren than  in  such  a  home? 

With  the  new  emphasis  on  home 
life  in  all  areas  and  especially  in 
the  church,  the  minister's  family 
life  will  come  into  additional  promi- 
nence. I  would  plead  that  congrega- 
tions recognize  the  need  for  family 
life  in  the  parsonage  the  same  as 
in  any  other  home  and  be  careful 
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Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Toby  Has  a  Dog.  May  Justus. 
Whitman,   1949.    32  pages.    $1.50. 

Toby  has  a  dog  for  which  he  must 
find  a  suitable  name.  Something 
happens  at  the  Big  Meeting  and 
Uncle  Tobe  from  Yon-Side  of  Twin 
Mountain  is  tickled  to  pieces  over 
his  namesake  and  his  dog.  Everyone 
agrees  the  name  Toby  chose  for  the 
hound  pup  is  a  suitable  one.  For 
children  eight  to  twelve  years  old. — 
Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas. 
Harper,  1949.  $1.50. 

This  is  a  beautiful  book  illustrating 
the  traditional  song,  The  Twelve 
Days  of  Christmas.  The  artist,  Ilonka 
Karasz,  has  made  a  decorative  page 
for  each  verse.  The  complete  melody 
of  the  song  is  given  at  the  end  of 
the  book. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Flagellant  on  Horseback.  Richard 
Ellsworth  Day.  Judson  Press.  253 
pages.    $3.00. 

The  current  upsurge  of  interest 
in  the  life  of  David  Brainerd,  early 
eighteenth-century  missionary  to 
the  Delaware  and  Susquehannah  In- 
dians, has  produced  the  first  pres- 
ent-day biography  .of  which  I  know. 


After  visiting  the  Brainerd  country 
and  studying  all  available  books  and 
manuscripts,  Dr.  Day  wrote  in  a 
popular  style  a  very  readable  and 
authentic  account  of  this  conse- 
crated life.  The  use  of  the  unfa- 
miliar word  flagellant  in  the  title 
may  lessen  the  book's  appeal  to 
some  and  enhance  it  with  others. 
Brainerd  was  indeed  a  flagellant  in 
that  he  tortured  his  body  by  hard 
work  in  order  to  make  his  short 
career  of  the  greatest  usefulness  to 
the  kingdom  of  God.  This  book  is 
a  worthy  antidote  to  an  easygoing 
type  of  Christianity  which  senses 
little  urgency  in  the  mission  of  the 
gospel. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Sermons  for  the  New  Age.  Sam 
Nader,  editor.  Morehouse-Gorham, 
1948.    209  pages.    $3.00. 

Twenty-three  outstanding  sermons 
by  as  many  of  America's  greatest 
ministers,  including  James  Gordon 
Gilkey,  Joseph  R.  Sizoo,  John 
Haynes  Holmes,  Ernest  F.  Tittle, 
Oscar  Blackwelder,  Samuel  Shoe- 
maker, Henry  Hitt  Crane  and  Paul 
Sheerer.  Here  is  preaching  at  some 
of  its  best. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 


that  their  expectations  do  not  make 
this  too  difficult  for  their  minister 
and  his  wife.  I  would  also  plead 
that  ministers  and  their  wives  would 
never  forget  that  while  their  calling 
is  the  highest  and  demands  their 
all,  these  little  ones  committed  to 
their  care  are  part  of  that  calling. 
Oh,  yes,  I  married  a  minister  and 
have  always  been  so  glad.  And  our 
children?  Well,  since  my  husband- 
minister's  family  had  a  number  of 
ministers  in  it,  our  children's  privi- 
leges and  responsibilities  seem  to  be 
doubled! 


General 

Religious    News  .  .  . 

Dr.  Kagcrwct  Arrives  in  Britain 

Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa,  Japanese 
Christian  leader,  made  his  first  pub- 
lic appearance  at  a  press  luncheon 
following  his  arrival  from  Japan 
for  a  six  months'  evangelistic 
tour  of  the  British  Isles.  His  tour 
is  being  sponsored  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and 
the  British  Council  of  Religious 
Education. 

The  Japanese  churchman's  arrival 


coincided  with  the  opening  of  the 
second  stage  of  a  "Ringing  of  Lon- 
don" campaign,  a  united  evangelistic 
project  launched  by  the  Movement 
for  World  Evangelization.  Since  the 
campaign  was  started  in  September, 
nearly  100  meetings  have  been  held 
in  churches,  tents,  theaters,  civic 
halls  and  in  the  open  air. 

Dr.  Kagawa  plans  to  assist  actively 
in  the  campaign,  and  is  expected  to 
be  joined  by  other  prominent  foreign 
churchmen,  including  Pastor  Martin 
Niemoeller  of  Germany. 

Besides  taking  part  in  the  London 
campaign,  Dr.  Kagawa  will  address 
meetings  throughout  the  country  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Sunday  School 
Union  and  the  two  organizations 
under  whose  auspices  he  is  in  Brit- 
ain. 

Luce  Asks  America  Take  World 
Christian  Responsibility 

Prime  responsibility  for  Christian 
world  leadership  today  rests  with 
America,  Henry  Luce,  publisher  of 
Time,  Life  and  Fortune  magazines, 
told  the  triennial  interseminary  con- 
ference at  Augustana  College. 
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He  was  the  featured  lay  speaker  at 
the  conference  attended  by  750  theo- 
logical students  from  seminaries  in 
this  country  and  Canada. 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  America 
has  come  to  a  time  of  obligation  of 
great  leadership  in  the  world,"  Mr. 
Luce  declared,  "we  face  the  prob- 
lem of  giving  Christian  leadership 
to  American  leadership." 

Discussing  "the  Christian  ap- 
proach to  the  secular  mind,"  the 
publisher  said,  "there  is  almost  no 
such  thing  as  a  strictly  secular  mind 
in  America.  Therefore,"  he  added, 
"while  we  may  speak  of  the  Ameri- 
can mind  as  predominantly  secular, 
there  is  always  a  certain  amount  of 
Christianity  mixed  up  with  the 
secularism." 

Oxnam  Asks  Spiritual  Power 
Be  Channeled 

Channeling  of  spiritual  power  is 
not  so  much  a  matter  of  organiza- 
tion as  of  having  within  organiza- 
tions competent  individuals  who  are 
dedicated  to  the  church  and  who 
approach  all  situations  as  Christian 
men  and  women. 

This  opinion  was  expressed  by 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  New 
York  in  an  address  to  the  fourth 
national  Methodist  student  confer- 
ence. He  cited  as  an  example  the 
work  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches'  commission  on  interna- 
tional affairs  through  which,  he 
said,  churches  are  able  to  make  con- 
tributions to   international  policies. 

Georgia  Baptists  Assail  Racial, 
Religious  Hates 

The  Georgia  Baptist  Convention 
at  its  annual  meeting  declared  that 
"any  organized  attempts  to  encour- 
age racial  or  religious  hatreds  have 
no  place  in  a  Christian  democracy." 

The  Convention  stand  was  taken 
in  the  adoption  of  a  commission  re- 
port which  also  "deplored  as  anti- 
Christian  and  anti-democratic  the 
use  of  any  Christian  symbol  by  the 
promoters  of  racial  hatred  and  big- 
otry." 

Although  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  was 
not  mentioned  by  name  in  the  re- 
port, there  was  no  doubt  of  its  iden- 
tity. In  recent  months,  the  klan 
has  accelerated  its  organization  ef- 
forts in  Georgia. 

The  report  said  the  Negro  "has  a 
right  to  proper  opportunities  for  per- 
sonal development,  to  participate  in 
political  self-determination  in  har- 
mony with  our  American  democratic 
principles  and  to  the  protection  and 
goodwill  of  his  fellow  citizens." 
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Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Fifty-eighth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Rau  of  Beverton, 
Mich.,  celebrated  their  fifty-eighth  wed- 
ding anniversary  Feb.  11,  1950,  with  a 
family  gathering. 

The  couple  began  their  married  life  in 
Dupont,  Ohio,  later  moving  to  South  Whit- 
ley, Ind.  In  1912  they  moved  to  Beaverton, 
where  they  have  since  resided. 

They  have  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  were  present  for  the  celebration. 
One  could  not  attend  because  of  illness. 
They  also  have  fourteen  grandchildren 
and  four  great-grandchildren.  Sister  Rau, 
who  is  eighty-three  years  old,  has  been 
in  a  wheel  chair  for  eight  years.  Bro.  Rau 
is  eighty-one  years  old. — Mrs.  Clarence 
Carpenter,  Beaverton,  Mich. 

Fiftieth  Wedding 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Kaufman,  Sr.,  of 
Cross  Keys,  Pa.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  March  8,  1950, 
with  open  house. 

David  Kaufman  and  Anna  Plowman 
were  united  in  marriage  March  8,  1900,  in 
Duncansville,  Pa.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  the  union,  seven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Mrs.  Rose  Blough  and 
David,  Jr.,  both  of  Cross  Keys,  George  and 
Milton  of  Ohio,  Dean  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Bernard  at  home,  and  Arthur,  who  is  with 
the  United  States  army  in  Germany.  They 
also  have  thirteen  grandchildren  and  four 
great-grandchildren. 

They  are  both  enjoying  good  health. 
They  are  members  of  the  Carson  Valley 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Pa.,  and  have 
served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Bro.  Kaufman  has  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  the  carpenter  trade  and 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  it. — Mrs.  Ches- 
ter Hoover,  Pennsylvania. 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  DeHart  of  Laton, 
Calif.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  on  March  25,  1950,  with  a  fam- 
ily reunion  at  which  all  of  their  children 
and  grandchildren  were  present.  Open 
house  was  held  for  relatives  and  friends 
the  following  afternoon  in  the  fellowship 
room  of  the  Laton  church. 

The  couple  was  married  near  Keosau- 
qua,  Iowa,  on  March  25,  1900.  In  1910  the 
family  moved  to  a  farm  near  Laton,  Calif., 
where  they  became  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De- 
Hart  have  faithfully  served  the  church  in 
many  ways. 

Their  seven  children  are  as  follows: 
Clark,  Glenn,  Edward  and  Mrs.  Garth  Sut- 
phin,  all  of  Laton;  Mrs.  Lorell  Weiss  of 
Elgin,  111.;  Mrs.  Arthur  Moseley  of  Porter- 
ville,  Calif.;  and  Leslie  of  Bakersfield, 
Calif.  They  also  have  fourteen  grandchil- 
dren.— Mrs.  Lorell  Weiss,  Elgin,  111. 

Bowser-Glover. — John  Albert  Bowser  of 
Friendsville,  Md.,  and  Beatrice  L.  Glover 
of  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  April  9,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Ross  Speicher,  Accident, 
Md. 

Brewer-Cooper. — Glen  Brewer  and  Anna 
L.  Cooper  of  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  March 
31,  1950,  in  the  First  Central  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  by  the  undersigned. — Milton  C. 
Early,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

Cool-Hirsch. — Dale  Cool  and  Barbara 
Hirsch,  April  15,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— W.  Glenn  McFadden,  Troy,  Ohio. 

Deffibaugh-Musselman. — David  M.  Deffi- 
baugh  of  Imler,  Pa.,  and  Helen  P.  Mussel- 
man  of  Claysburg,  Pa.,  April  8,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — J.  Stanley 
Earhart,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Flory-Turner. — Calvin  Flory  of  Lone 
Star,  Kansas,  and  Roberta  Jean  Turner  of 
Ottawa,  Kansas,  April  9,  1950,  in  the  Otta- 
wa church,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  Blair 
Helman,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Graflon-Vosdingh. — William  J.  Grafton 
and  Lillian  D.  Vosdingh,  in  the  bride's 
home,  March  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
—John  B.  Wieand,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 


Myers-Teach. — Paul  J.  Myers  and  Ar- 
lene  M.  Teach,  both  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
in  the  Donnels  Creek  church,  March  25, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Ross  L.  Noff- 
singer,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Nester-Dodson. — James  Douglas  Nester 
of  Fieldale,  Va.,  and  Mabel  Marie  Dodson 
of  Bassett,  Va.,  Nov.  23,  1949,  in  the  Mt. 
Hermon  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Guy 
E.  Wampler,  Bassett,  Va. 

Norman-Osborne. — Charles  Allen  Nor- 
man and  Margaret  Virginia  Osborne,  both 
of  Bassett,  Va.,  April  2,  1950,  in  the  Mt. 
Hermon  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Guy 
E.  Wampler,  Bassett,  Va. 

Robinson-Ikenberry. — Paul  Robinson  of 
Fowler,  Kansas,  and  Betty  Ikenberry  of 
Wichita,  Kansas,  April  1,  1950,  in  the  Wich- 
ita First  church,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Harvey  R.  Hostetler,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Ross-Ritenour. — Ray  Ross  and  Carolyn 
Ritenour,  both  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  April 
7,  1950,  in  the  Second  church,  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  W.  Eshel- 
man,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Russell-Homer. — C.  Harrison  Russell  and 
Miriam  Horner,  April  9,  1950,  in  the  First 
church,  Chicago,  111.,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  111. 

Walker-Walker.-^Tames  B.  Walker,  Jr., 
and  Lutie  Agnes  Walker,  both  of  Pen- 
hook,  Va.,  April  7,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — L.  A.  .Bowman,  Bas- 
sett, Va. 

Williams-Sayers. — Dale  E.  Williams  oi 
Union  City,  Ind.,  and  Dora  Maye  Sayers 
of  Richmond,  Ind.,  in  the  Donnels  Creek 
church,  April  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Ross  L.  Noffsinger,  Springfield,  Ohio. 
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Newton  D.  Cosner 
Newton  D.    Cosner  was   born  near   Mt. 
Storm,  W.  Va.,  June  27,  1894,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Akron,  Ohio,  Feb.  23,  1950. 

At  the  age  of 
mm  thirteen  he  united 
with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  He 
was  elected  to  the 
ministry  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  and 
advanced  to  the 
eldership  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  in  the 
Allegheny  congre- 
gation, W.  Va.  He 
attended  summer 
school  at  Eglon,  W. 
Va.,  and  taught  five 
years  in  the  public 
schools  of  the 
county  before  go- 
ing to  Bridgewater  College  in  the  fall  of 
1918.  The  next  fall  he  went  to  Juniata 
College,  where  he  received  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  in  1925. 

In  1925  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jes- 
sie Kimmel  of  Shelocta,  Pa.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy. 

In  1925  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of 
the  Markleysburg  congregation,  Western 
Pennsylvania,  later  holding  pastorates  at 
Sipesville,  Westernport-Frostburg,  Md., 
and  Akron,  Ohio.  All  of  these  churches 
made  considerable  gains  under  his  leader- 
ship. He  was  always  interested  in  the 
young  people  of  the  church.  He  taught  in 
church  camps,  was  instrumental  in  the 
purchasing  of  Camp  Galilee,  Terra  Alta, 
W.  Va.,  was  president  of  the  ministerial 
association  in  the  Tri  towns,  Md.,  and 
Windber,  Pa.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  on  the  council  of  the  Akron  Ministe- 
rial Association,  treasurer  of  the  district 
ministerial  board,  regional  representative 
of  Northeastern  Ohio  and  elder  of  the 
East  Nimishillen  church.  Bro.  Cosner  loved 
the  church  and  tried  to  live  true  to  her 
doctrines  and  ideals,  believing  we  should 
continue  to  keep  faith  with  these  prin- 
ciples. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  daughter, 
Yvonne  Eloise,  his  mother,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Cosner  of  Mt.  Storm,  W.  Va.,  three  broth- 
ers and  five  sisters. 
Memorial  services  were  held  at  the  First 


church,  Akron,  Ohio,  by  Brethren  A.  H. 
Miller,  D.  R.  McFadden  and  Elmer  Brum- 
baugh and  Rev.  O.  L.  Willets,  who  repre- 
sented the  Akron  Ministerial  Association. 
Further  services  were  held  in  the  Plum 
Creek  church,  Western  Pennsylvania,  by 
Bro.  Calvert  N.  Ellis,  assisted  by  Brethren 
J.  F.  Wimmer  and  C.  O.  Showalter.— G.  K. 
Beach  and  E.  D.  Nolt,  Akron,  Ohio. 

W.  Emmert  Swigart 

Emmert,  son  of  W.  J.  and  Carrie  Miller 
Swigart,  was  born  June  5,  1883,  in  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  and  died  Dec.  17,  1949,  in 
Huntingdon. 

Bro.  Swigart  attended  Juniata  College 
and  was  graduated  in  1906.  He  entered  the 
insurance  field  and  later  owned  the  Swi- 
gart Associates,  Inc. 

Bro.  Swigart's  interests  were  in  no  wise 
limited  to  insurance.  His  unbounded  en- 
thusiasm and  enjoyment  in  meeting  peo- 
ple were  utilized  in  positions  of  commu- 
nity and  civic  responsibility.  Yet,  in  spite 
of  his  tremendously  busy  life,  he  still 
found  time  to  enjoy  his  family  and  hob- 
bies. 

He  served  capably  as  a  trustee  of  Ju- 
niata College  and  was  also  president  of  the 
alumni  association.  His  last  act  of  gener- 
osity to  the  college  was  the  $28,000  pur- 
chase of.  a  music  hall. 

He  assumed  an  active  role  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  served  as  both  deacon 
and  trustee  of  the  Stone  church.  In  1948 
he  presented  a  set  of  carillonic  chimes  as 
a  memorial  to  his  parents. 

Each  Yuletide  season  he  enjoyed  honor- 
ing his  parents  with  his  unique  "old 
timers'  party."  Anyone,  regardless  of  race 
or  creed,  was  invited,  provided  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  or  over. 

In  1907  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Eva  Workman,  who  died  in  1930.  To  this 
union  were  born  five  children.  In  1936 
Bro.  Swigart  and  Elizabeth  Weeks  were 
married.  He  is  survived  by  the  follow- 
ing: his  wife,  five  children  and  twelve 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
John  C.  Middlekauff,  assisted  by  Calvert 
N.  Ellis,  president  of  Juniata  College,  and 
Bro.  Tobias  F.  Henry.  Burial  was  in  the 
Riverview  cemetery. — Mrs.  Chester  Shuler, 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 

David  G.  Win© 

David    G.,    son    of    John    and    Christina 
Wine,  was  born  Sept.  25,  1871,  at  Forest- 
ville,  Va.,   and   died   Feb.   13,   1950,   at   the 
Imperial  Communi- 
ty hospital,  Nebr. 

He  moved  with 
his  parents  to  But- 
ler County,  Nebr., 
at  the  age  of  six. 
Bro.  Wine  was  bap- 
tized into  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age 
o  f  twenty  -  five 

years,  and  was 
called  to  the  minis- 
try a  t  Octavia, 
Nebr.,  two  years 
later. 

In  1900  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Lottie  M.  Keller 
at  Octavia,  Nebr. 
To  this  union  were  born  thirteen  children, 
all  of  whom  survive.  Brother  and  Sister 
Wine  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary on  Jan.  1,  1950. 

He  moved  with  his  family  to  Chase 
County,  Nebr.,  in  1905.  Here  he  was  in 
immediate  demand  for  his  ministerial 
services.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
the  only  resident  minister  in  the  whole 
county.  In  the  course  of  his  ministry  he 
drove  hundreds  of  miles  to  preach  and 
counsel  and  to  officiate  at  funerals  and 
weddings.  His  activity  was  centered,  how- 
ever, for  most  of  the  fifty  years  of  his 
ministry,  at  the  Pioneer  and  Hillcrest 
schoolhouses  and  at  the  Enders  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  except  for  three  years  spent 
as  pastor  of  the  Afton  church,  near  Cam- 
bridge, Nebr. 

AH  of  his  fifty  years  of  ministerial  ac- 
tivity were  spent  as  a  free  minister.    For 


over  twenty-five  years  he  functioned  as 
elder  and  spiritual  shepherd  over  a  num- 
ber of  churches  of  the  Brethren  in  Ne- 
braska. During  this  period  he  also  served 
as  home  mission  secretary  of  the  district. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  having  represented  Nebraska 
on  the  Standing  Committee  of  Annual 
Conference  a  number  of  times,  and  as  a 
member  of  other  Annual  Conference  com- 
mittees. 

In  addition  to  his  ministry,  he  served  as 
a  trustee  of  McPherson  College,  a  public 
school  teacher,  school  director,  organizer 
for  several  local  co-operatives,  and  farmer 
and  rancher.  He  believed  in  the  simple 
life.  Bro.  Wine  was  a  student  all  of  his 
years.  His  heart  was  in  the  rural  com- 
munity and  he  chose  to  serve  in  a  territory 
where  few  ministers  were  want  to  settle. 

Bro.  Wine  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lot- 
tie: the  following  children:  Mrs.  Floyd 
Van  Dyke  of  Enders,  Dallas  Glen  of  En- 
ders, Lee  A.  of  Blunt,  S.  Dak.,  Mrs.  George 
Oltman  of  Enders,  Miss  Leta  of  Chicago, 
111.,  Mrs.  Walter  Jensen  of  Benkelman, 
Nebr.,  Newell  of  Brighton,  Colo.,  Mrs.  Lee 
Trowbridge  of  Missoula,  Mont.,  Gerald  of 
Enders,  Vesta  of  Wauneta,  Nebr.,  Mrs.  Lee 
Warnke  of  Ft.  Collins,  Colo.,  Marlin  of 
Wauneta,  Nebr.,  Ronald  of  Kersey,  Colo.; 
two  brothers,  M.  N.  and  S.  R.  Wine,  both 
of  Fresno,  Calif.;  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Vir- 
ginia Snavely  of  Vermontville,  Mich.,  Mrs. 
Katherine  McKibbin  of  Wahoo,  Nebr.,  and 
Mrs.  Pearl  Hausenfluck  of  Cutler,  Ind.;  and 
twenty-eight  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Enders 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Imperial  cemetery. — Wilbur  R. 
Hoover,  Enders,  Nebr. 

Anglemeyer,  Joseph,  son  of  Levi  and 
Susan  Anglemeyer,  was  born  in  Kosciusko 
County,  Ind.,  Nov.  20,  1883,  and  died  at  his 
home  April  12,  1950.  He  was  married  to 
Eva  Stouder  on  April  2,  1904.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  four  children,  eight 
grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  one  sis- 
ter. He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  February  1906.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Elkhart  congregation.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Olive 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
George  Stull.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — William  Brubaker,  New  Paris, 
Ind. 

Bailey.  Eva,  daughter  of  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Keller,  was  born  near  Livingston, 
Iowa,  March  28,  1881,  and  died  March  11, 
1950.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Dec.  31,  1902, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eli  Wilson 
Bailey,  and  to  this  union  were  born  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  one  daughter  and  four 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Interment 
was  in  a  Sacramento  cemetery. — John  H. 
Price,  Del  Paso  Heights,  Calif. 

Baker,  Arelia  Phillips,  was  born  at  Port 
Republic,  Va.,  July  6,  1920,  and  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident,  Dec.  26,  1949. 
On  Sept.  27,  1941,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hensel  Baker  of  Lexington,  Va. 
Her  mother  died  when  she  was  a  year  old, 
at  which  time  she  was  taken  into  the  home 
of  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 
Smith.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  childhood. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
daughter,  her  father  and  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  by  Bro.  Homer 
Miller,  assisted  by  Brethren  C.  E.  Long 
and  Foster  Bittinger.  Interment  was  in 
the  Mill  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Otis  Bow- 
man, Port  Republic,  Va. 

Barnhari,  L.  Blanche,  was  born  at  Ross- 
ville,  Ind.,  Jan.  29.  1877,  and  died  at  the 
Mercyville  hospital  in  Aurora,  111.,  March 
29,  1950.  She  was  married  to  O.  D.  Barn- 
hart  on  Sept.  11,  1898,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  sons.  One  son  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  in  1943.  She 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
but  in  1900  she  united  with  the  Panther 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  near  Roa- 
noke, HI.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  sons,  six  grandchildren,  three  great- 
grandchildren, two  brothers  and  four  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Wolfe  funeral  home  in  Elgin,  111.,  by  Bro. 


Q.  A.  Holsopple.  Burial  was  in  the  Lake 
Street  Memorial  park  near  Elgin. — O.  D. 
Barnhart,  Elgin,  111. 

Beisel,  Uriah  S.,  was  born  March  19, 
1870,  near  Rossville,  Ind.,  and  died  June 
3,  1949.  He  was  married  to  Iva  Metzger 
on  May  19,  1921.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
for  many  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  L.  E.  Moore  funeral  home  by 
Elder  G.  L.  Wine,  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Interment  was  in  the  Ross- 
ville cemetery. — Mrs.  John  Brovont,  Mul- 
berry, Ind. 

Boyer,  Lizzie,  daughter  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  Wenger,  was  born  July  15,  1893, 
and  died  March  18,  1950.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Midway  church  for  almost  thir- 
ty-seven years.  Her  husband  and  one  son 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  two  grandchildren,  two 
brothers,  four  sisters,  one  stepbrother  and 
one  stepsister.  Services  were  held  in  the 
Midway  church  by  Brethren  Samuel  K. 
Wenger  and  Paul  Forney.  Burial  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard  Ris- 
ser,  Quentin,  Pa. 

Byrd,  Jack  S.,  died  Jan.  20,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  was  a  char- 
ter member  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Hollins  Road 
church.  Services  were  held  by  his  pastor, 
Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe,  and  Rev.  J.  E.  Kraus 
of  the  Pilgrim  Holiness  church  in  the 
Hollins  Road  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Mountain  View  cemetery  at  Vinton,  Va. 
— Mrs.  Frank  Hedge,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Davis,  Samuel  J.,  was  born  in  Morgan 
Township,  Ohio,  Nov.  18,  1876,  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1950.  On  Oct.  7,  1906,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jennie  Mae  Workman,  who 
preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  four  brothers,  one  sister 
and  two  granddaughters.  He  was  baptized 
into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Sept. 
2,  1912.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
North  Bend  church  by  his  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  North 
Bend  cemetery. — John  A.  McCormick, 
Danville,  Ohio. 

Deaven,  Elias,  son  of  John  and  Susanna 
Deaven,  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
Oct.  1,  1866,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Charl- 
ton, Pa.,  March  29,  1950.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Hanoverdale  church.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  two  sons,  six  grandchildren 
and  two  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Hanoverdale 
church  by  Brethren  Norman  Patrick  and 
Hiram  Frysinger.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Anna  Mary  Patrick, 
Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Harris,  Clara  Eva,  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  near  Ankeytown,  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  John,  one  daughter, 
three  sons,  eleven  grandchildren  and  three 
sisters.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Owl  Creek  church  from  her  youth.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Bollinger 
funeral  home  in  Fredericktown  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Owl 
Creek  cemetery.— ^John  A.  McCormick, 
Danville,  Ohio. 

Hines,  Helen,  died  in  the  Allentown 
general  hospital,  April  10,  1950,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  Her  husband  and 
daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Snyder  funeral 
parlor  in  Bethlehem  by  her  pastor,  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  George 
Daubenspeck.  Burial  was  in  the  Hope 
cemetery  at  Hecktown. — A.  P.  Wenger,  Al- 
lentown, Pa. 

Hoover,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Esther  Wineland,  was  born  near  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  20,  1877,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  April  8,  1950.  In 
June  1900,  she  was  married  to  Calvin 
Hoover,  who  died  Aug.  8,  1935.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  children,  one  sister  and  one 
brother.  She  was  a  faithful  Christian  since 
girlhood.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  funeral  home  by  her  pastor,  M.  G. 
Wilson.  Interment  was  in  the  Cross  Roads 
cemetery.— Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Martinsburg, 
Pa. 

Houser,  Harvey  F.,  was  born  in  Lebanon 
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County,  Pa.,  July  13,  1873,  and  died  at  his 
home  March  25,  1950.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Midway  church.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Katie  Kline  Houser,  two  daughters, 
one  son,  nineteen  grandchildren,  twelve 
great-grandchildren,  four  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Midway  church  by  Brethren  S.  K. 
Wenger  and  P.  H.  Sanger.  Interment  was 
in  the  Midway  cemetery.- — Mrs.  Howard 
Risser,  Quentin,  Pa. 

Landis,  Emma  Grace,  was  born  Sept.  29, 
1891,  and  died  March  6,  1950.  In  1910  she 
was  married  to  Edgar  Landis.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Back  Creek  con- 
gregation. She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, ten  children,  two  sisters,  two  broth- 
ers and  sixteen  grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Brethren  E.  B. 
Wingert,  M.  B.  Mentzer  and  Samuel  Haw- 
baker  at  the  Shanks  church.  Burial  was 
is  the  Cedar  Hill  cemetery  at  Greencastle, 
Pa. — Elizabeth  Heckman,  Lemasters,  Pa. 

Lehman,  Elby  Pious  III,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elby  P.  Lehman,  Jr.,  died  Dec.  28, 
1949,  at  the  York  hospital,  Pa.,  at  the  age 
of  six  years.  He  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  primary  department  of  the  Sunday 
school  of  the  First  church  and  attended 
a  public  kindergarten.  Memorial  services 
were  held  at  his  home  by  his  pastor,  Ber- 
nard N.  King.  Interment  was  in  the 
Greenmount  cemetery. — Bernard  N.  King, 
York,  Pa. 

Lucas,  Eva  Ann,  daughter  of  Milton  and 
Matilda  Jane  Varner  Cook,  was  born  in 
Blackford  County,  Ind.,  July  28,  1884,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Hartford  City, 
Ind.,  March  13,  1950.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Harrison  Lucas  on  Dec.  31, 
1903,  and  to  this  union  eight  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  united  with  the  Bethel  Center  church 
in  November  1917.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Bethel  Center  church  by  Bro. 
Charles  Oberlin.  Burial  was  in  the  IOOF 
cemetery  in  Hartford  City. — Mrs.  Homer 
Huffman,  Hartford  City,  Ind. 

McGee,  Walter,  was  born  Nov.  13,  1875, 
and  died  April  6,  1950.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Minnie  Watson,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  six  children.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  six  children,  several 
grandchildren  and  several  great-grand- 
children. He  united  with  the  Carson  Val- 
ley church  several  years  ago.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  church  by  Bro. 
Russell  Snyder,  the  pastor.  Interment  was 
in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  Chester 
Hoover,  Duncansville,  Pa. 

Mongold,  Sarah  Ellen,  was  born  Dec.  17, 
1859,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter in  Broadway,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1950.  She  is 
survived  by  2  sons,  4  daughters,  46  grand- 
children, 143  great-grandchildren  and  30 
great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Rough  Run  church, 
W.  Va.,  of  which  she  was  a  long-time 
member,  by  Bro.  Robert  Hoover  of  Broad- 
way and  Bro.  John  Litton  of  Petersburg, 
W.  Va.  Interment  was  in  the  Deep  Springs 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Glenn  Mongold,  Hum- 
melstown,  Pa. 

Montgomery,  James  Marvin,  son  of  Jo- 
seph J.  and  Martha  E.  Philpott  Montgom- 
ery, was  born  Sept.  1,  1872,  at  Bear  Creek, 
Mo.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Fresno,  Calif., 
March  30,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Laura  Bell  Thompson.  For  many  years 
he  and  his  wife  had  been  active  members 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Fresno. 
To  this  home  were  born  six  children.  He 
is  survived  by  four  children,  six  grand- 
children, three  great-grandchildren,  two 
brothers  and  one  sister. — Vernon  F.  Miller, 
Fresno,   Calif. 
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California 

Empire. — Our  church  participated  in  a 
religious  census  for  our  village  in  January. 
A  booklet  has  been  compiled  and  pre- 
sented to  the  three  churches,  the  First 
Southern  Baptist,  the  Assembly  of  God 
and  our  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  K. 
Brandt,  conducts  a  Fellowship  of  the  Con- 
cerned class  each  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  church.  Brother  and  Sister  David 
Smith,  a  young  couple  who  recently  be- 
came members  of  the  church,  are  sharing 
their  home  and  income  with  a  German 
high  school  student,  Michael  Petz.  The  an- 
nual birthday  dinner  offering  taken  for 
missions  amounted  to  $123.  This  year  was 
in  celebration  of  the  forty-fifth  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  Empire  church. 
A  pantomime  portrayed  the  steady  growth 
of  the  church.  Brother  and  Sister  James 
B.  Bowman  and  his  family,  missionaries  on 
furlough  from  Africa,  spent  a  Sunday 
evening  with  us.  They  showed  colored 
slides  of  the  mission  work  they  and  others 
are  doing  in  Africa.  The  church  received 
a  letter  from  Modena  Studebaker  from 
the  Africa  mission  field.  Mrs.  Studebaker 
is  supported  by  the  Empire  congregation. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  the  serv- 
ice held  recently  in  the  Modesto  church 
with  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  as  the  speaker.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Brandt,  planned  a  visitation 
evangelism  campaign  to  follow  the  reli- 
gious census.  These  visits  preceded  those 
of  the  pastor.  Easter  was  set  apart  for  the 
evangelistic  service.  A  mission  offering 
amounting  to  $250  was  taken  recently. — 
Anna  Kathryn  Heisel,  Empire,  Calif. 

Los  Angeles,  Calvary. — Four  persons 
were  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter. 
The  annual  birthday  banquet,  sponsored 
by  the  women's  work,  was  held  in  January 
with  the  proceeds  of  $256  going  to  the  Bul- 
sar  hospital  in  India.  Much  relief  work  is 
being  done  by  the  women  of  the  church. 
Ten  comforters  have  been  given  to  needy 
families,  249  pounds  of  clothing  and  21 
pairs  of  shoes  have  gone  to  the  Navajo 
Indians,  178  pounds  of  soap  were  sent  to 
Germany  and  clothing  was  sent  to  Cas- 
taner,  Puerto  Rico.  Our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs. 
Ruthrauff,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Southern  California  and  Arizona  Dis- 
trict women's  work  and  represents  the 
church  women  of  our  district  on  the 
Southern    California    Council    of    Church 


Women.  One  of  our  families,  Roy  and  Es- 
ther Stutzman,  cared  for  a  displaced  per- 
sons family  of  three  until  they  found  a 
home  and  employment.  Two  of  our  dea- 
cons and  their  wives,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Brock  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Harris,  have 
left  for  a  three  months'  tour  of  Europe. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ruthrauff,  will  represent 
our  district  on  the  Standing  Committee  in 
June.  Feb.  19  was  La  Verne  College  day 
at  Calvary.  The  public  relations  director, 
Onis  Leonard,  spoke  at  the  morning  serv- 
ice and  in  the  afternoon  the  college 
chapel  choir  gave  a  sacred  concert.  More 
than  $2,000  was  received  for  the  college. 
Our  men's  work  has  been  having  very  fine 
attendance  each  month  with  outstanding 
speakers.  In  February  they  entertained 
the  women's  work.  Attendance  at  all  serv- 
ices is  growing.  We  have  recently  emptied 
two  of  our  apartments  and  converted  them 
into  a  primary  chapel  and  classrooms. 
Bro.  I.  V.  Funderburg,  our  regional  di- 
rector, spent  some  time  with  us,  training 
teams  for  pre-Easter  visitation  evangelism. 
The  calling  resulted  in  several  decisions 
for  Christ.  New  members  were  received 
on  Easter  evening. — Barbara  Robinet,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif. 

Colorado 
Fruita. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ralph  Hoover, 
conducts  two  services  each  Sunday.  The 
ladies'  aid  meets  one  day  a  week  and 
serves  Rotary  once  a  month.  Through 
their  financial  aid  and  through  donations 
of  work  by  the  men  we  have  done  some 
remodeling.  The  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance, under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Omar 
Henry,  is  very  good.  Various  classes  con- 
tribute special  numbers  to  our  opening  ex- 
ercises. Our  junior  choir,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Maude  Brown,  sings  for  us  at  the 
close  of  Sunday  school  twice  a  month. 
The  adult  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
S.  Y.  Cooper,  presented  an  Easter  pro- 
gram. A  note  of  thanks  came  to  the 
Sunday-school  from  the  American  Bible 
Society  on  receipt  of  our  five-dollar  offer- 
ing. The  annual  birthday  dinner  was  held 
on  Feb.  19,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
added  to  the  Achievement  Offering.  We 
joined  with  the  Methodist  church  in  ob- 
serving the  World  Day  of  Prayer. — Mrs. 
S.  Y.  Cooper,  Fruita,  Colo. 

Indiana 

Bethel. — We  met  in  council  on  March  26, 

with    Elder    Charles     Oberlin    of    Marion 

presiding.    Our  pre-Easter  services  began 

on  April  6,  with  David  Markey  of  Bethany 
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by  Sallie  Lee  Bell,  is  a  gripping  story  of  life  and  love 
in  Palestine  at  the  time  of  Christ. 

— Moving  across  its  pages  are  familiar  Biblical  charac- 
ters— the  Baptist,  the  Nazarene,  the  woman  at  the  well  in 
Samaria,  Herod,  Herodias,  Mary  Magdalene  (Mara  in  the 
story),  and  others. 

— The  plot  revolves  around  the  love  of  Mara  and  Judah — 
love  sorely  tested  but  triumphant  at  last.  How  Jesus  breaks 
the  curse  imposed  by  the  cruel  king,  Herod,  is  a  touching 
story. 

— This  novel  has  not  only  strength  of  character,  of  setting  ;j 

and  of  plot,  but  spiritual  character  as  well.    As  one  sees  ;j 

Mara  yield  to  the  redemptive  touch  of  Jesus,  he  sees  his  own  !  I 
spiritual  heritage  as  well. 
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as  the  speaker.  Our  spring  love  feast  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  April  2,  with  Bro. 
Edward  Kintner  of  North  Manchester  pre- 
siding. Thirteen  members  of  our  women's 
work  attended  the  district  rally  at  the 
Marion  church  on  March  30.  The  commu- 
nity song  fest  was  held  in  our  church  on 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  April.  The  young 
people's  class  will  present  the  temperance 
play,  A  Leadin',  on  April  16.  The  men's 
work  group  is  finishing  the  basement  at 
present.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school 
has  decreased  the  last  month  because  of 
the  flu.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger  club 
again  this  year. — Mrs.  Homer  V.  Huffman, 
Hartford  City,  Ind. 

Blue  River. — We  met  in  our  regular 
March  council.  The  date  for  our  spring 
communion  is  May  13.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
T.  G.  Weaver,  is  to  represent  us  at  An- 
nual Conference.  Bro.  Ronald  Ott  will 
soon  have  a  DP  family  living  on  his 
farm. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Shively,  Churu- 
busco,  Ind. 

Nappanee. — We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club.  Our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference 
are  Lawrence  White  and  Mrs.  Longeneck- 
er.  Bro.  Longenecker  is  a  member  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  Helen  Metzler  and 
Joseph  Dell,  who  were  married  recently, 
are  now  in  Germany  doing  relief  work. 
Our  pastor  preached  at  the  Church  of  God 
on  the  first  evening  of  Universal  Week  of 
Prayer.  On  the  first  evening  of  the  school 
of  missions  in  January  Mrs.  Orville  Sher- 
man presented  a  program  with  the  use  of 
slides  on  the   work  she   and   her  husband 


are  doing  in  Ecuador.  The  film,  The  Af- 
rican Prince,  was  shown  on  another  eve- 
ning. Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  and  his  wife 
directed  the  study  on  China.  The  picture, 
Shepherd  of  India,  was  shown  on  the  last 
evening.  The  offerings  each  evening  were 
used  for  the  support  of  our  missionary, 
June  Wolfe.  Bro.  Medford  Neher  gave  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  the  history  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  one  evening.  The 
film.  The  Salt  of  the  Earth,  was  shown  in 
February.  Temperance  education  was  em- 
phasized in  March.  Bro.  James  Renz,  na- 
tional temperance  director,  brought  the 
messages  and  a  film,  That  Boy,  Joe,  was 
shown.  Our  offering  for  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  was  $125.45.  Our  Achievement 
Offering  was  $588.12.  Mrs.  Allen  Weldy  of 
Elkhart  showed  pictures  of  the  Flat  Creek 
mission  in  Kentucky  at  one  of  our  wom- 
en's meetings.  The  women  contributed  to 
the  Achievement  Offering,  distributed  bas- 
kets of  food,  and  gave  linens  to  the  T.  B. 
hospital  in  Austria.  Meat  was  sent  to  the 
boys'  school  in  Germany.  The  younger 
women's  guild  sewed  for  relief  and  made 
part  of  a  layette  for  the  DP  family.  Al- 
ien Weldy  was  the  speaker  at  one  of  the 
Sunday-school  teachers'  meetings  this  win- 
ter. Several  Sunday  evenings  a  family 
fellowship  was  enjoyed.  A  World  Day  of 
Prayer  service  was  held  in  our  church  on 
Feb.  24.  The  men  held  a  father  and  son 
banquet  in  the  church  on  March  28,  with 
Pastor  Longenecker  as  the  speaker.  A  jun- 
ior choir  has  been  organized  by  Mrs.  Long- 
enecker. The  Manchester  College  choir 
presented  a  program  in  the  morning  of 
Palm  Sunday.  A  pre-Easter  teaching  mis- 
sion on  The  Great  Doctrines  of  the  Chris- 
tian Faith  were  conducted  by  our  pastor. 
At  the  Easter  sunrise  service  one  of  the 
Sunday-school  classes  presented  the  play, 
The  Message  for  Today.  We  united  with 
other  churches  in  the  Good  Friday  serv- 
ice at  the  Methodist  church.  Several  of 
our  women  attended  the  district  rally  on 
March  30  in  the  Goshen  First  Brethren 
church.  On  the  same  day  several  others 
attended  a  rally  in  Marion,  where  our 
president,  Margaret  Metzler,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  day. — Mrs.  Hazel  Grasz, 
Nappanee,  Ind. 

Pleasant  View. — On  the  evening  of 
March  10  we  met  in  council  with  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Kintner  presiding.  Our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference  is  David  Ockerman. 
The  young  people  of  the  Middle  District  of 
Indiana  held  their  conference  at  the 
church  March  25  and  26.  The  church  met 
in  a  special  council  in  January  and  de- 
cided to  buy  a  forty-acre  farm  to  be  used 
as  a  parsonage.  The  aid  society  has  been 
quilting,  making  comforters  and  doing  re- 
lief sewing.  Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz  was  at  the 
church  on  March  12  and  showed  slides  of 
his  trip  to  Europe. — Mrs.  Amsa  Snell, 
S,outh  Whitley,  Ind. 

South  Bend,  Second. — On  Jan.  1  we  had 
a  consecration  service  for  nine  babies. 
Several  films  have  been  presented  by  the 
board  of  Christian  education  and  one  by 
the  WCTU.    On  Jan.  29  Sister  Clara  K'an 
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ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
June    13-18,    Grand    Rapids, 
Mich. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Illinois 

June  4,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 

Indiana 
May  20,  Rossville. 
May   20,    8   pm,    Upper   Fall 

Creek. 
May  27,   Liberty  Mills. 
May  27,   8  pm,  New  Salem. 
June  3,  Camp  Creek. 

Maryland 
May      21,      Peach    Blossom, 

Fairview. 
May  28,  7  pm,  Piney  Creek. 

New  Jersey 
May  21,  7:30  pm  (DST),  Am- 
well. 


Ohio 

May    20,    7:30    pm,    Middle 
District. 

May     28,     7:30     pm.     Eagle 
Creek. 

Pennsylvania 

May    20,    10    am,    Big    Swa- 
tara,  Hanoverdale. 

May  20,  2  pm,  Bareville. 

May  20,   21,   10  am,   Schuyl- 
kill,  Big   Dam. 

May   20,   21,    1:30   pm,    Back 
Creek,   Brandt  House. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
berg. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Meyer. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Spring- 
ville,  Mohler. 

May  20,  21,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,   Mummerts. 

May  21,  Carson  Valley. 

May   21,    10   am   and    6   pm, 
Mountville. 


May     21,     2     pm,     Maiden 

Creek. 
May  21,   6:30   pm,   Newville. 
May  21,   7   pm,   Raven   Run. 
May   21,    Salunga. 
May    24,    25,     10    am,    W,est 

Conestoga,   Middle   Creek. 
May     27,     1:30     pm,     Welsh 

Run. 
May  27,   2  pm,   Akron. 
May   27,    28,    10:30    am,    An- 

tietam. 
May  27,  28,  10:30  am,  Upper 

Codorus,        Black        Rock 

house. 
May     28,     7:30     pm,     Ridge, 

Fogelsanger. 
May  30,  31,  Chiques. 
June  4,  10:15  am  and  6  pm, 

Codorus. 
June  4,  7  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June   4,    7:30   pm,   Mechanic 

Grove. 


gave  us  two  very  interesting  talks  on  mis- 
sion work  in  China.  Our  evangelistic  meet- 
ings were  held  by  Bro.  P.  J.  Forney  of 
East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  26— March  12. 
Six  persons  were  received  by  baptism  and 
four  by  letter.  At  our  regular  council  on 
March  17  Brother  and  Sister  Wayne  Mc- 
Kinney,  Brother  and  Sister  Roy  Metzler 
and  Brother  and  Sister  George  Worthen 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  The 
election  was  in  charge  of  Bro.  Galen  Bow- 
man and  the  consecration  service  was  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Russell  Sherman,  mem- 
bers of  the  district  board. — H.  W.  Eshel- 
man,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Union  Center. — During  this  quarter  the 
Christian  workers  have  been  holding  a 
school  of  missions  on  Sunday  evenings. 
One  Sunday  evening  Mrs.  Orville  Sher- 
man gave  a  talk  and  showed  pictures  of 
their  work  in  Venezuela.  One  morning's 
service  was  recorded  and  taken  by  Bro. 
Keim  to  the  sick  members  of  our  church. 
The  women  have  given  174  pounds  of 
food,  92  pounds  of  clothing,  70  pounds  of 
grease  and  97  quarts  of  food  to  relief  this 
quarter.  A  mission  picture  of  the  Kalten- 
stein  orphanage  for  boys  in  Germany  was 
shown  the  last  of  February  with  Mrs.  Floy 
Bowers  of  Wakarusa,  who  spent  some  time 
in  a  European  work  camp,  in  charge.  The 
orphanage  is  directed  by  Byron  Royer. 
The  picture,  Answer  for  Anne,  and  a  pic- 
ture on  CROP  were  shown  recently.  The 
men  of  the  church  collected  crops  from 
Union  Township  and  sold  them.  The  pro- 
ceeds amounted  to  $1,100.  Family  night 
was  observed  on  March  8.  We  had  a  co- 
operative supper,  special  music,  worship 
and  a  moving  picture  entitled  For  All  Peo- 
ple. The  men's  octet  of  our  church  has 
been  presenting  evening  programs  at  dif- 
ferent churches  of  the  community.  They 
have  been  at  Elkhart  Valley,  Baugo  and 
Osceola.  On  March  26  the  Manchester  Col- 
lege deputation  team  conducted  our  serv- 
ices. They  presented  special  music  and 
delivered  a  message  on  personal  evange- 
lism. During  the  evening  service  the  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  the  Gospel  Sun- 
shine trio,  who  broadcast  over  station 
WHOT  in  South  Bend,  and  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Arthur  Keim,  delivered  a  short  sermon. 
We  had  our  regular  quarterly  council 
meeting  on  March  20.  Brethren  Arthur 
Keim  and  Charles  Gerkey  were  elected 
as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference. — 
Mrs.  Veloris  Neff,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Walnut  Street. — During  January  a  school 
of  missions  was  held  on  Sunday  evenings 
with  study  centered  on  Japan.  The  speak- 
ers were  Kermit  Eby,  members  of  the 
Manchester  faculty,  Grace  Seki,  an  ex- 
change teacher  from  Hawaii,  and  others. 
A  fellowship  supper,  Japanese  style,  was 
enjoyed  at  the  last  session.  On  Feb.  1  M. 
R.  Zigler  spoke  on  relief  work  in  Europe, 
and  Leland  Brubaker  filled  the  pulpit  on 
Achievement  Sunday.  Our  Achievement 
Offering  was  $1,295.  Our  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  on  Feb.  20.  During  the 
union  Lenten  services  the  speakers  were 
Dr.  Gaston  Foote  of  Dayton,  Bishop  North- 
cott  of  Wisconsin,  Vera  Chapman  Mace  of 
London,  Bishop  Robert  Brooks,  Bishop 
Bromley  Oxnam,  and  Dr.  John  W.  Rustin. 
During  Lent  personal  visitation  teams 
called  in  homes  and  our  pastor  conducted 
a  preparatory  class  for  baptism  of  junior 
boys  and  girls.  Our  women's  work  have 
been  sewing  cutout  garments  from  New 
Windsor  and  making  garments  from  feed 
sacks  for  relief,  which  is  the  district  proj- 
est.  Food  is  also  being  collected  for  volun- 
teer workers  at  New  Windsor.  Our  offer- 
ing for  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
was  $660.  On  March  30  the  district  wom- 
en's work  organization  held  an  inspiring 
all-day  conference  at  the  West  Marion 
church  with  Mrs.  John  Metzler  of  Nappa- 
nee as  the  speaker.  Holy  Week  services 
were  held  April  2-9,  with  Bro.  Jesse  Zieg- 
ler  of  Chicago  as  the  speaker. — Edna  Mae 
Younker,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Kentucky 

Constance. — Since  our  last  report,  the 
men's  work  has  completed  the  remodeling 
and    decorating    of    the     kitchen     at    the 
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church.  On  Jan.  15  we  had  Bro.  Ben  O. 
Stoner  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  our  guest 
speaker.  On  the  evening  of  Jan.  29  a  wor- 
ship program  was  presented  by  the  CBYF, 
using  Sallman's  Head  of  Christ  as  the  set- 
ting and  What  Can  I  Do  as  the  theme.  The 
message,  Building  a  Life,  was  given  by 
Bro.  Lawrence  Rodamer.  The  women's 
work  has  been  busy  sewing  for  relief, 
making  baby  comforters  and  layettes, 
quilting  and  planning  our  annual  supper. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  the 
song  fest  directed  by  Bro.  A.  F.  Bright- 
bill  of  Chicago  at  the  Cincinnati  church  on 
Feb.  18.  A  group  of  ladies  attended  the 
women's  work  conference  at  Eversole, 
Ohio,  on  March  11.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers took  part  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
services  at  the  Bullitsville  Christian 
church.  The  young  married  people's  class 
presented  a  program  at  the  county  home 
on  March  12. — Mrs.  Edna  Conley,  Con- 
stance, Ky. 

North  Carolina 
Little  Pine. — We  are  off  to  a  flying  start 
in  1950  to  break  all  previous  records  in 
Sunday-school  attendance.  Our  contribu- 
tion to  the  Brotherhood  Fund  for  the  year 
ending  Feb.  28  represented  an  increase  of 
thirty-two  dollars  over  last  year.  Our 
gain  in  our  district  was  from  fourteenth 
place  to  sixth  place.  Our  goal  for  the 
coming  year  is  first  place.  A  slightly  used 
twenty-seven  volume  encyclopedia  set  was 
forwarded  to  the  mission  office  for  the 
Hillcrest  mission  school  in  Jos,  Africa. 
Bro.  Archie  Wyatt  of  North  Wilkesboro, 
N.  C,  conducts  services  every  third  Sat- 
urday night  and  every  third  Sunday  morn- 
ing. We  have  our  regular  church  council 
once  a  month  with  our  elder,  Bro.  W.  H. 
Handy,  presiding.  We  have  prayer  services 
every  Wednesday  night.  For  our  Easter 
program  we  presented  The  Tragedy  That 
Opened  the  Tomb,  with  Mrs.  Glenn  Mur- 
phy in  charge. — Mrs.  John  Vaughn,  En- 
nice,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Oakland. — In  our  last  council  meeting 
we  decided  to  adopt  the  100%  Gospel  Mes- 
senger club  again.  We  are  planning  for  a 
vacation  Bible  school  this  summer.  We 
united  with  the  churches  of  the  commu- 
nity for  pre-Easter  services  with  commun- 
ion in  each  of  our  churches  on  Thursday 
evening.  Ruth  Neher,  Henry  Miller  and 
Wilbur  Long  have  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent us  at  district  meeting.  The  temper- 
ance play,  Why  Should  I?  was  presented 
in  our  church.  Our  women  are  sponsoring 
an  auction  of  miscellaneous  articles  to  help 
replenish  our  treasury.  There  has  been 
good   attendance   and   a   growing   interest 
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in  our  services. — Mrs.  Mildred  Miller,  Ver- 
sailles, Ohio. 

Paradise. — On  Jan.  6  Carl  Showalter  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  We  were  sad- 
dened by  the  death  of  three  of  our  sisters. 
We  have  a  100%  Messenger  club  and  our 
Messenger  agent  is  working  to  make  each 
member  more  reading  conscious  by  refer- 
ring to  many  points  of  interest  to  us.  The 
church  council  voted  to  secure  chairs  to 
replace  the  benches  in  the  communion 
room.  Bro.  D.  W.  Showalter  has  been 
elected  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. 
Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  the  Eastwood  church 
will  conduct  our  revival  services  in  Au- 
gust. Sister  Thelma  Moomaw,  our  wom- 
en's relief  director,  has  sent  a  supply  of 
summer  clothing  to  our  family  in  Austria. 
Since  Bro.  Edward  Culler  has  gone  back 
to  Alabama,  our  pulpit  has  been  filled  by 
Bro.  Claire  Brubaker  of  Akron  and  Bro. 
Willis  Kurtz  of  Hartville. — Mrs.  Gladys 
Showalter,  Dalton,  Ohio. 

Prices  Creek. — Plans  are  under  way  to 
add  more  Sunday-school  rooms  to  our 
church.  On  March  12  the  church  met  in 
special  council  and  decided  to  purchase 
a  parsonage,  which  has  been  done.  A  com- 
munity sale  sponsored  by  the  church  on 
March  4,  netted  $775.65  toward  our  build- 
ing fund.  E.  R.  Fisher  resigned  as  our 
elder  after  twelve  years  of  service.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Henry  T.  Barnhart,  was 
elected  elder.  We  are  planning  a  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  for  this  summer.  A  depu- 
tation team  from  Manchester  College  pre- 
sented a  program  on  March  19.  The  film, 
Reaching  From  Heaven,  was  sponsored  by 
our  young  people  on  March  12.  Vera  Lee, 
one  of  our  volunteer  service  girls,  was 
married  on  March  26  to  Ray  McRoberts  of 
Copemish,  Mich.,  also  a  volunteer. — C.  D. 
Emrick,  Eldorado,  Ohio. 

Salem. — Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.,  came  to  our  church  on  Feb.  13 
for  a  two  weeks'  meeting.  One  hundred 
seventy-five  homes  were  visited  and 
prayer  was  held  in  each  home.  Five 
prayer  groups  met  each  evening  before 
the  ^services.  Twelve  persons  made  the 
confession  of  faith.  On  Feb.  19  a  song 
fest  was  held  at  our  church  in  co-operation 
with  the  surrounding  churches.  Union 
World  Day  of  Prayer  services  were  held 
by  the  churches  of  the  community.  On 
March  5  Mr.  Howe  of  Dayton,  who  repre- 
sents the  Gideons,  gave  an  interesting  re- 
port of  their  work  and  organization.  An 
offering  of  $43.83  was  given  to  that  work. 
Bro.  V.  H.  Stinebaugh  was  our  guest 
speaker  on  March  19.  Bro.  Foster  Bitting- 
er  of  Virginia  was  the  guest  speaker  on 
March  26.  Our  pre-Easter  services  were 
held  by  Raymond  R.  Peters.  Our  delegates 
to  Annual  Meeting  are  Gene  Brumbaugh, 
Paul  Oda,  Delia  Fox  and  Jennie  Rinehart. 
We    decided    to    send    a    delegate    to    the 


World  Christian  Education  convention  at 
Toronto,  Canada,  next  summer. — Katie 
Flory,  Union,  Ohio. 

Springfield  (S.  Ohio).— ^J.  Henry  Long  of 
Elgin  has  been  with  us  to  give  firsthand 
information  on  conditions  in  Europe.  A 
cell  group  from  Manchester  College  pre- 
sented a  program  on  the  evening  of  Jan. 
22.  Plans  are  being  developed  for  a  pro- 
gram of  year-round  personal  visitation  and 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free  serv- 
ice to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be  as- 
sumed. Unless  otherwise  specified,  address 
all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Service, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St..  Elgin,  111. 

No.  437.  Brethren  family  with  two  chil- 
dren desires  to  rent  5-  or  6-room  house, 
near  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  land  enough 
for  garden  and  chickens.  Rent  not  exceed- 
ing $45  per  month.  Write  Mrs.  Frank  Mun- 
cey,  608  Lake  St.,  Richardson  Park,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

No.  438.  A  comfortable  cottage  in  cen- 
tral part  of  Florida,  a  mile  from  growing 
Brethren  church,  is  available  to  a  couple 
with  car  who  will  take  elderly  couple 
(owners)  to  church.  Near  business  center. 
Reasonable  rent,  can  be  partly  paid  for  in 
work  if  desired.  Write:  Mrs.  Cora  Price 
Bowen,  238  W.  Morse  Blvd.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 

No.  439.  An  opportunity  for  a  couple 
who  have  had  some  business  experience 
and  would  be  interested  in  cash  and  carry 
grocery  store.  Will  sell  at  ten  per  cent  off 
of  book  inventory,  about  $6,500  for  stock 
and  fixtures,  including  walk-in  refrigera- 
tor and  meat  equipment,  National  Elec- 
tric cash  register.  Will  sell  real  estate 
reasonable  or  lease  for  $35  per  month. 
Four  blocks  from  nearest  store,  close  to 
church,  school  and  La  Verne  College. 
Write:  J.  L.  Miller,  2325  E  Street,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd  Sts.,  Chester,  Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is . 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  building, 
light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if  de- 
sired. Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleasant 
St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Needing  Wedding  Supplies? 

We  carry  a  well-selected  stock  of  wedding  books  and  cer- 
tificates. Listed  beloiu  are  beautiful  little  books  which  have 
been  widely  used.  Each  is  boxed.  See  next  week's  Gospel 
Messenger  for  information  on  wedding  booklets  and  cer- 
tificates. 
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Bridal  Blossoms 
Bridal  Bells 

Designed  by  one  of  America's  best  designers,  they  contain  appropriate 
poetry,  the  certificate,  and  space  for  listing  guests  and  gifts.  Printed  on 
the  finest  Strathmore  paper  by  the  aquarelle  process  that  gives  an 
effect  of  real  water-color  drawings.  Stiff  covers.  Gold  edges.  Titles  in 
gold.    Each,  75c;  white  silk,  each,  $1.50. 

Lovers  Alway 

F.  B.  Meyer 

A  beautiful  booklet  of  over  one  hundred  pages.  Contains  a  certificate, 
a  wedding  service  and  nine  chapters  on  various  aspects  of  the  marriage 
relation.  Bound  in  white  vellum  cloth,  gold  stamped.  Size,  4 14  by  714 
inches.    Price,  $1.00. 

One  for  Life 

Has  an  entire  wedding  service  and  a  certificate,  appropriate  words  of 
admonition,  pages  for  guests'  autographs,  photographs,  and  other 
features.    Bound  in  white  leatherette.    Size  5  by  7  inches.    Price,  50c. 

Our  Marriage 

Sixteen  pages  featuring  colored  pictures,  poetry,  the  marriage  certifi- 
cate, and  space  for  names  of  guests  and  a  record  of  gifts.  Size  514  by 
6%  inches.    White  stiff  vellum  binding.    Price,  75c. 

The  Bride's  Book 

Beautifully  bound  in  a  washable  glazed  binding  stamped  in  gold. 
Provides  space  for  describing  the  things  and  events  of  interest  to 
brides,  the  certificate,  pages  for  records  of  guests  and  gifts  and  for  a 
description  of  the  first  home.    Size,  63/4  by  9  inches.    Price,  $1.00. 

Wedding  Bells 

Has  pages  for:  an  account  of  how  the  couple  met;  an  account  of  the 
engagement  announcement;  parties;  showers;  gifts;  guests;  anniver- 
saries; other  items  of  interest.  Certificate  included.  Lithographed  on 
grey  paper.    Size  614  by  8i/2  inches.    Price,  $1.25. 

BRETHREN      PUBLISHING      HOUSE 
ELGIN,    ILLINOIS 


evangelism.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  E.  Fike, 
preached  Lenten  sermons  on  Sunday  and 
Wednesday  evenings.  Easter  began  with  a 
sunrise  service  and  concluded  with  a  mu- 
sical program.  The  communion  services 
were  held  on  April  16  with  a  candlelight- 
ing  service.  The  basement  of  our  church 
is  being  used  on  Thursdays  of  each  week 
for  the  weekday  school  of  religion.  The 
men's  organization  has  recently  redeco- 
rated the  church  basement.  The  CBYF  of 
our  church  was  host  to  the  district  youth 
rally  on  Feb.  19.  Our  CBYF  was  awarded 
the  achievement  award  of  Southern  Ohio 
for  1949.  A  transcribed  program  of  our 
group's  activities  was  broadcast  over  radio 
station  WIZE.  A  large  amount  of  material 
for  baby  clothes,  used  clothing  and  used 
fats  has  been  collected.  Our  church  held 
services  in  the  Greenville  home  on  March 
5.  The  giving  to  the  building  fund  is 
showing  a  gain  over  last  year.  The  proj- 
ect committee  is  planning  an  every-mem- 
ber  canvass  for  the  building  fund.  We  are 
very  much  in  need  of  additional  class- 
rooms. The  oldest  member  of  our  congre- 
gation, Sister  Emma  Stollsmith,  observed 
her  ninety-second  birthday  on  Feb.  15.  Dr. 
E.  Stanley  Jones  was  in  our  city  for  a 
week,  preaching  several  times  a  day.  Bro. 
H.  H.  Helman  of  New  Carlisle  preached 
two  sermons  for  us  on  March  12  in  the 
absence  of  our  pastor,  who  became  sud- 
denly ill  with  the  flu.  Sister  Marie  Grisso 
and  Bro.  L.  E.  Fike  were  elected  as  our 
delegates  to  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Grand 
Rapids.  Fourteen  women  of  our  church 
attended  the  women's  winter  conference 
on  March  11  in  the  Dixie  high  school  build- 
ing near  the  Eversole  church. — Mrs.  R.  A. 
Cool,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Stone  Lick. — Our  pastor  and  elder,  Bro. 
John  M.  Garst,  was  with  us  on  the  eve- 
ning of  March  24  for  our  regular  business 
meeting.  Bro.  William  R.  Carr  and  his 
wife  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting,  which  was  held  at  West 
Milton,  April  25-27.  Bro.  Jesse  Grossnickle 
was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  On  March  18  the  director  of 
the  men's  work  of  West  Alexandria,  Bro. 
Earl  Shank,  came  with  a  group  of  Breth- 
ren and  remodeled  our  dining  room,  mak- 
ing it  into  two  Sunday-school  classrooms. 
On  March  17  our  ladies'  aid  served  a 
chicken  supper,  which  netted  them  $155. — 
Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Carr,  Marathon,  Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Guthrie. — For  some  time  the  Guthrie 
church  has  been  without  a  pastor.  Al- 
though the  group  is  small,  we  have  con- 
tinued to  have  Sunday  school.  At  the  dis- 
trict conference  the  Oklahoma  District  de- 
cided upon  the  work  here.  The  various 
churches  of  the  district  are  contributing 
funds  for  the  support  of  a  pastor  as  soon 
as  one  can  be  found  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  work.  Since  it  seems  ur- 
gent that  we  begin  to  build  the  work  here 
soon,  the  board  decided  to  ask  each  church 
located  near  Guthrie  to  send  a  group  to 
conduct  worship  services  each  Sunday 
morning.  Maud  Stump  has  volunteered  to 
live  in  the  community  and  assist  until  a 
summer  pastor  can  come  to  take  over  the 
work.  After  four  weeks,  we  note  quite  an 
increase  in  interest  and  attendance.  We 
trust  that  the  Guthrie  church  may  prove 
of  real  service  to  this  community. — Mrs. 
Clara  Huston,  Guthrie,  Okla. 

Pennsylvania 
Brolhersvalley. — Devotional  material  has 
been  made  available  for  every  persons  in 
the  congregation.  We  started  the  women's 
work  by  sewing  and  donating  sixteen 
dozen  baby  gowns  for  overseas  relief.  The 
group  gave  forty  dollars  for  garden  seeds 
for  overseas  relief.  They  also  gave  a  gift 
to  the  Brethren  Service  Commission  to  be 
used  for  the  resettlement  committee's 
work,  and  897  pounds  of  clothing  for  re- 
lief. The  women's  work  dedicated  the 
picture  of  Christ  Knocking  at  the  Door, 
which  was  painted  in  the  alcove  back  of 
the  pulpit.  Pre-Easter  services  were  held. 
We  made  some  improvements  on  the 
church    and    parsonage    and    installed    an 
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electric  clock  in  the  sanctuary.  A  rural 
life  institute  was  held  with  Bro.  Ira  W. 
Moomaw  of  New  York  as  the  speaker. 
Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  with  Bro. 
A.  Stauffer  Curry  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
as  the  evangelist.  We  met  our  quota  for 
Brethren  Service  and  district  work.  We 
sent  food  baskets  to  the  underprivileged  of 
our  community.  We  gave  liberal  gifts 
through  the  ladies'  aid  to  the  old  folks' 
home. — Mrs.  Meyers  E.  Knepper,  Berlin, 
Pa. 

Bunkertown. — On  March  12  we  closed 
our  three  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  with 
Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle  as  the 
evangelist.  Nine  persons  were  baptized  as 
a  result  of  the  meeting.  On  April  6  we  had 
our  quarterly  council  meeting.  Our  pas- 
tor and  his  wife.  Brother  and  Sister  Schol- 
ten,  were  elected  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
Easter  evening  and  sunrise  services  on 
Easter  morning.  We  are  planning  to  have 
services  on  Ascension  Day  at  the  Free 
Spring  house.  We  are  planning  for  a  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held  the  latter 
part  of  May.  During  the  year  our  women's 
work  quilted  6  quilts;  made  comforters  for 
relief  and  one  for  a  DP  family  and  sent 
clothing,  soap,  77  kiddie  kits  and  160 
pounds  of  grease  for  relief.  We  gave  $161 
towards  the  August  emphasis  and  $40.50 
for  the  national  project. — Mrs.  Blaine 
Leonard,  McAlisterville,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — Our  church  gave  $190  to  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  program.  The 
responsibility  of  planning  special  Lenten 
evening  programs  in  the  church  was 
shared  by  four  adult  classes  of  the  Sunday 
school.  The  first  evening  the  Beacon  Bible 
class  was  the  sponsor  with  Bro.  Perry 
Liskey  from  the  Annville  church  as  the 
speaker  and  the  junior  choir  sang.  The 
Bethany  Bible  class  was  the  sponsor  on 
the  second  evening  with  Dr.  George  W. 
Frey,  Jr.,  of  Reading  as  the  speaker. 
There  was  instrumental  music.  The  third 
evening  the  Berean  Bible  class  had  charge 
with  Bro.  Lester  Royer  as  the  speaker; 
the  Fairland  Brethren  in  Christ  chorus 
sang.  The  last  Sunday  evening  program 
was  sponsored  by  the  young  married  folks, 
the  Bethhaven  class,  with  Rev.  Victor  W. 
Dippell  of  Lancaster  as  the  speaker;  the 
men's  chorus,  under  the  direction  of 
George  Frantz,  furnished  special  music. 
Our  senior  choir  co-operated  with  twenty- 
one  other  churches  in  the  district  church 
concert  held  at  Elizabethtown  College,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Nelson  Huffman  of 
Bridgewater  College,  Va.  The  girls'  choir 
plans  to  raise  money  to  buy  their  choir 
gowns.  Our  women's  missionary  society 
gave  personal  donations  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania   Council    of    Church    Women.     They 


plan  to  entertain  the  older  folks  of  the 
church  and  community  at  a  special  serv- 
ice and  dinner  on  April  23.  Special  serv- 
ices were  held  on  Palm  Sunday  and  during 
Holy  Week,  closing  with  our  love  feast  on 
Easter  evening.  Our  total  giving  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  during  the  past  year 
was  $4,353.— Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Welsh  Run. — Elder  William  Hunsberger 
presided  at  the  council  on  April  8.  Bro. 
Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim  will  be  with 
us  May  14-28  for  a  series  of  meetings, 
which  will  close  with  our  love  feast.  Three 
letters  of  membership  were  granted. — John 
D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Hollins  Road. — Since  our  last  report, 
Bro.  Samuel  Harley  held  our  revival.  Thir- 
ty-three persons  were  baptized  and  four 
were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  John  F. 
Graham  of  Buena  Vista,  Va.,  will  hold 
our  revival  in  October.  Our  Sunday-school 
classes  are  sponsoring  a  visitation  cam- 
paign in  the  interest  of  new  members  and 
increased  attendance.  The  young  parents' 
class  has  been  holding  monthly  potluck 
dinners  with  a  guest  speaker.  The  speak- 
ers for  recent  meetings  have  been  James 
Evans,  Bro.  C.  M.  Key  and  Mr.  Orrin  S. 
Rudy.  A  pulpit  Bible  was  presented  to  the 
church  by  Brother  and  Sister  P.  E.  Sar- 
ver.  Dr.  W.  W.  Womer,  secretary  of  the 
Virginia  Temperance  Council,  spoke  to  us 

recently   on    alcohol   education.     Our   giv- 


ing to  the  Brotherhood  and  district  work 
for  the  past  year  showed  a  slight  increase 
over  last  year.  The  women's  work  held 
a  pal  party  on  April  4,  with  Mrs.  D.  P. 
Hylton  as  the  guest  speaker.  The  young 
people  presented  a  drama  on  Easter  eve- 
ning.—Mrs.  Frank  Hedge,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Summit. — Since  our  last  report,  Bro.  Vel- 
ton  Simmons  and  his  wife  were  elected  to 
the  eldership  and  Bro.  Simmons  and  Bro. 
John  T.  Glick  were  elected  to  serve  as 
our  elders  this  year.  Brother  and  Sister 
Rufus  Bowman  gave  interesting  reports 
about  their  trip  to  our  mission  fields  last 
year.  Our  young  people  have  chosen 
Brother  and  Sister  Richard  C.  Wright  as 
their  adult  advisers.  The  Gospel  Messen- 
ger is  going  into  seventy-two  of  our 
homes.  This  is  the  sixth  year  we  have 
had  a  100%  Messenger  club.  Brother  and 
Sister  William  Eicher  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  will  come  to  us  on  July  2  as  our 
pastors.  At  our  spring  council  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  Harold  Wampler  were  elected 
to  represent  us  at  Annual  Conference. 
Brethren  C.  Frank  Craun  and  Jesse  L. 
Glick  served  as  our  delegates  to  district 
meeting.  The  men  have  done  much  work 
on  the  parsonage  and  plan  to  improve  the 
cemetery  and  church  grounds  this  spring. 
We  gave  over  and  above  our  quotas  to 
both  mission  and  district  boards  this  year. 
We  have  decided  to  change  our  fiscal  year 
to  begin  Oct.  1.  Three  members  have  been 
added  by  baptism.  Our  spring  love  feast 
was  held  on  Good  Friday  evening.  Breth- 
ren John  T.  Glick,  Velton  Simmons  and 
Olin  B.  Landis  have  been  filling  our  pul- 
pit until  our  pastor  comes. — Mrs.  Roy  C. 
Wright,  Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 

Woodstock. — The  Woodstock  congrega- 
tion met  in  regular  quarterly  council  at 
the  Antioch  church  on  Feb.  25,  and  the 
delegates  elected  to  district  conference 
were  L.  M.  Helsley,  Ernest  Mowry  and 
L.  B.  Kohne.  Our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  is  L.  M.  Helsley.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  at  Antioch  on  April  8. — 
Luther  B.  Kohne,  Maurertown,  Va. 

Washington 
Tacoma. — An  eight-day  evangelistic 
meeting  was  held  by  Bro.  R.  Dunbar.  Mrs. 
Dunbar  directed  the  music.  As  a  result  of 
the  meeting,  one  person  made  the  deci- 
sion for  Christ.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunbar  have 
done  evangelistic  work  all  over  the  United 
States.  Our  building  program  is  lacking  in 
funds  but  as  they  come  in,  we  will  con- 
tinue the  work.  Our  spring  love  feast 
was  held  on  April  7.  We  welcomed  the 
Seattle  pastor,  who  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  service  of  the  evening,  assisted  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  Barnhart,  and  his 
wife.  Our  Easter  services  were  well  at- 
tended. Since  our  last  report,  there  has 
been  some  work  done  on  our  church  base- 
ment.—Mrs.  Lettie  Cherrington,  Tacoma, 
Wash. 
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The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  June 

More  Than  Bread 

by  Frank  B.  Herzel 

Believing,  as  do  the  Brethren,  in  the  importance  of  the  rural  church, 
the  author  gives  consideration  to  the  church  building,  worship,  re- 
ligious education,  the  pastoral  ministry,  and  other  related  themes. 
Of  vital  interest  to  rural  and  urban  ministers  and  laymen. 

Copies  of  More  Than  Bread  will  be  mailed  to 
members  of  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of 
the  Month  Club  on  June  10. 

Regular  price,  $2.50;  to  Brethren  ministers,  $2.00 
Brethren     Publishing     H  o  u  s  e  .  .  .  E  1  g  i  n  ,     Illinois 
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AT  VARIOUS  points  along  the  hard  trail  which  led  our  parents  westward  are 
erected  statues  of  The  Madonna  of  the  Trail.  The  one  pictured  here  stands  in 
Lamar,  Colorado. 

It  is  a  fitting  symbol  of  American  motherhood  and  an  appropriate  statue  of  a 
virile,  purposeful  Madonna. 

This  mother  was  not  a  mystic.  She  had  set  for  herself  the  conquering  of  a 
new  land.  Cacti  were  under  her  heavy  boots,  a  staff  was  in  her  hand  and  her 
face  was  toward  the  sunlight.   She  nurtured  little  children  on  her  breast  and  by  her  side. 

But  she  did  have  faith— an  endless  amount  of  it.  And  in  this  faith  she  conquered 
her   deserts.    She    helped    build    a    promised  land. 

The   motherhood   of   the   world    is   still   called   upon   to   help   do   that. 
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The  feeding  of  the  children  of 
German  refugees  in  the  South 
Schleswig  province  of  Denmark 
will  be  continued.  Free  meals  are 
given  to  about  60,000  regardless  of 
their  parents'  national  origin.    (WP) 

Popular  interest  in  international 
affairs  is  indicated  by  the  increas- 
ing number  of  letters  received  by 
the  State  Department  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  other 
countries.  Many  of  the  letters  are 
from  young  people,  voicing  their 
views  on  world  affairs.    (WP) 

Preservation  of  the  family  farm 
as  a  major  rural  institution  is  urged 
by  Carle  C.  Zimmerman  of  the  de- 
partment of  sociology  at  Harvard. 
What  happens  to  the  farm  family 
and  the  family  farm  will  be  decisive 
in  the  larger  aspects  of  society,  he 
said. 

With  only  one  dissenting  vote  a 
sectional  meeting  of  the  national  as- 
sembly of  the  Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  voted  in  favor  of 
abolishing  segregation  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  A  small  group  de- 
clined to  vote  at  all.  This  was  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  soci- 
ety that  the  women  had  placed 
themselves  on  record  on  a  matter 
of  general  church  policy. 

Adopt  10-Point  Program 
on  Racial  Goodwill 

In  New  York  City  the  Coordinat- 
ing Committee  of  Teachers'  Reli- 
gious Associations  has  compiled  a 
ten-point  program  through  which 
public  school  teachers  may  promote 
religious   and  racial  goodwill. 

Among  the  ten  points  are  the 
following: 

Let  each  one  of  us  turn  the 
searchlight  upon  his  own  conscience 
to  examine  his  conduct  in  relation 
to  those  who  differ  from  us  racially, 
nationally,  religiously. 

Let  us  make  use  of  folk  songs, 
folk  dances,  carols,  etc.,  to  show 
similarities  in  racial,  national  and 
religious  observance. 

Let  us  encourage  discussion  among 
our  pupils  of  the  religious  holydays 
of  Jews  and  Christians  to  show  how 
conducive  to  moral  and  ethical  con- 
duct such  observance  is,  and  to  cre- 
ate1 a  mutual  understanding  of  and  a 
respect  for  the  beliefs  of  all  people. 

Let  us  co-operate  with  religious 
organizations  of  all  faiths  and  all 
lay  organizations  which  have  as 
their  purpose  the  bringing  about  of 
mutual   understanding  and   respect. 


Easter    services    were    held    in   a 
larger  number  of  Russian  churches    ( 
before  larger  congregations  than  at 
any  time  since  the  war,   according    ; 
to    a    newspaper    correspondent    in   j 
Russia.    The  high  point  of  the  fes- 
tival  was   the   Easter   mass   in   the 
Moscow  cathedral.    (EPS) 

The  tremendous  expansion  of 
public  health  work  around  the 
world  is  creating  thousands  of  jobs 
for  women  who  want  to  go  into 
nursing.  Even  in  those  countries 
with  well-organized  health  services 
the  ration  of  nurses  is  one  to  each 
four  hundred  persons;  in  many 
places  there  are  millions  of  people 
without  any  nursing  services  at  all. 

Children  five  and  six  years  old  I 
with  access  to  a  television  set  are 
watching  video  programs  four  hours 
each  day  on  an  average.  A  recent 
survey  made  by  the  United  Parents 
Associations  reveals  this  along  with 
the  effect  television  is  having  on 
school  grades,  eating  habits,  other 
creative  activities  and  reading.  The. 
answers  to  the  questionnaires  show 
also  that  the  social  effects  vary  with 
the  age  level. 

The  church  is  being  taken  to  the 
people  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  by  a 
mobile  unit  equipped  with  loud- 
speaker, moving  pictures,  record 
player  and  television.  The  unit, 
owned  by  the  Indianapolis  District 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  is  driven 
through  new  residential  areas,  noti- 
fying people,  by  means  of  the  loud- 
speaker, of  locations  of  churches  of 
all  denominations.  Plans  are  being 
made  to  take  the  unit  to  the  homes 
of  shut-ins  who  want  brief  devo- 
tions. 


"Miracle  of  Food  Day"  is  being 
observed  in  Pennsylvania  on  May 
19  and  21.  Sponsored  by  the  state 
Council  of  Churches,  representatives 
of  the  Hebrew  ministry  and  the 
state  Production  and  Marketing 
Committee,  the  program  is  designed 
to  inspire  interest  in  improving  in- 
ternational relations.  Among  the 
emphases  established  for  the  day 
are  these:  the  conservation  of  the 
earth  as  God's  heritage  of  suste- 
nance; utilization  of  all  food  re- 
serves in  this  country  to  keep 
international  relief  programs  going; 
tokens  of  goodwill  to  the  impover- 
ished peoples  of  the  world  in  order 
to  promote  goodwill;  the  dignity  of 
farming  and  the  sacredness  of  food 
production. 


We  often  think  of  what  a  change 
the  touch  of  the  Master's  hand 
made  in  the  lives  of  those  two 
fishermen  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee 


Harvey   Long 

Mt.  Morris,  Illinois 
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OUR  plans  for  the  Palestine 
trip  were  changed  some; 
so  we  entered  the  port  of 
Haifa  instead  of  Tel  Aviv.  We 
were  greatly  surprised  to  see  so 
many  ships  in  the  harbor — most- 
ly merchant  vessels.  The  city 
and  suburbs  has  140,000  in- 
habitants. In  the  schools  they 
teach  three  languages,  Hebrew, 
English  and  Arabian. 

It  was  quite  a  thrill  to  see 
Palestine  for  the  first  time.  We 
went  in  a  bus  with  an  excellent 
Jewish  guide.  Our  trip  was  east- 
ward toward  Nazareth.  Far  to 
the  north  of  us  was  a  good 
view  of  the  snow-capped  moun- 
tains of  Lebanon.  The  snow  ex- 
tended more  than  half  way  down 
the  slopes.  By  the  way,  they  had 
nearly  two  feet  of  snow  two 
weeks  before  we  were  there,  the 
first  time  it  was  known  to  have 
snowed  in  this  part  of  Palestine. 

We  passed  that  place  where 
Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal 
had  their  contest  in  Old  Bible 


history.  The  rolling  surface  of 
the  land  is  such  that  one  can 
easily  perceive  how  the  runner, 
sent  out  to  observe  the  sky,  could 
see  the  rising  cloud  in  the  west. 
There  is  a  small  altar  on  the 
top  of  the  knoll. 

For  a  number  of  miles  we  fol- 
lowed the  valley  of  Israel.  The 
hills  are  much  higher  than  we 
anticipated,  and  this  makes  the 
valley  beautiful.  The  scene  in- 
cludes a  portion  of  Israel  where 
many  battles  were  fought  for 
the  control  of  the  land.  As  we 
passed  by,  we  saw  men  in  the 
ancient  Arabian  costume  plow- 
ing with  the  old  one-horse 
wooden  plow,  and  the  women 
with  great  burdens  of  wood  on 
head  and  back  going  to  their 
little  stone  huts.  The  little 
donkey  is  the  most  common 
beast  of  burden. 

Our  next  stop  was  the  city  of 
Nazareth,  which  was  the  home 
of  Jesus  for  the  first  thirty  years 
of  his  life.  We  first  went  into  the 


Church  of  the  Annunciation. 
The  main  room  of  the  church  is 
nicely  finished  and  has  many 
statues  and  paintings.  Back  of 
the  pulpit  is  a  pair  of  steps  lead- 
ing to  a  small  room  below.  This 
room  is  cut  out  of  solid  rock  and 
is  said  to  be  the  room  in  which 
Mary  was  when  the  angel  ap- 
peared to  her  with  the  announce- 
ment that  she  was  to  be  the 
mother  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Through  a  small  opening  is  an- 
other room,  also  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
used  by  Joseph  and  Mary  as 
the  kitchen.  From  this  a  low, 
narrow  stairway  leads  to  the 
surface. 

Only  a  short  distance  away  is 
the  Church  of  St.  Joseph.  It  also 
has  a  number  of  statues  and 
paintings.  We  were  especially 
impressed  with  the  painting 
above  the  altar.  It  is  a  life-size 
of  the  holy  family,  and  the  facial 

MAY    27,    1950  3 


expressions  are  so  gripping  that 
you  cannot  help  but  look  at  it 
with  the  greatest  reverence.  The 
St.  Joseph  church  is  so  named 
because  it  is  supposed  to  stand 
over  the  rooms  below  which 
Were  the  home  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  after  their  return  from 
Egypt.  Here  also  is  the  room  in 
which  Joseph  had  his  workshop. 
Below  this  floor  are  two  great 
cisterns,  one  used  for  water  and 
the  other  to  store  grain,  and  both 
more  than  2,400  years  old. 

Then  we  were  taken  through 
the  oldest  part  of  the  city  to  the 
Church  of  the  Synagogue.  As 
we  walked  along  the  narrow, 
crooked  street,  we  saw  so  many 
things  that  are  exactly  the  same 
as  described  in  the  Bible.  The 
people,  the  way  they  dress,  the 
donkey,  children,  and  little  shops 
so  nearly  conform  to  the  re- 
corded story. 

The  Synagogue  church  is 
much  smaller  than  the  other 
two  we  had  visited.  As  we  en- 
tered and  quietly  observed  the 
interior,  we  could  not  help  but 
recall  the  scripture:  "And  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  as  was  his  want,  he 
would  go  into  the  synagogue." 

We  passed  Mary's  well  and  we, 
too,  saw  a  woman  dressed  in  an- 
cient garb  fill  her  pitcher  with 
water,  place  it  on  her  head  and 
walk  away. 

From  Nazareth  we  continued 
our  trip  on  eastward  toward 
Tiberias.  As  we  passed  along, 
the  parable  of  the  sower  came 
vividly  to  mind.  The  country  is 
rough  and,  due  to  the  rock  for- 
mation, the  soil  at  places  is  thin, 
so  that  it  is  easy  for  some  of 
the  seed  to  fall  into  stony  places 
and  others  among  the  tares.  Also 
we  saw  many  of  the  cavelike 
formations  in  the  rocky  hillsides 
as  mentioned  in  the  Bible  story. 
A  good  road  has  been  built  but  it 
is  very  crooked. 

Then  we  got  our  first  glimpse 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  We  leaned 
forward  and  our  blood  coursed  a 
little   faster   as   we   beheld   the 
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beautiful  sight.  The  surface  was 
almost  a  complete  calm  and 
under  a  bright  sun  it  presented 
a  hue  of  blue  not  to  be  forgotten. 
Almost  the  entire  shoreline  is 
treeless.  We  approached  it  near 
the  place  where  two  fishermen 
many  years  ago  were  invited  by 
a  Passer-by  to  change  their  call- 
ing in  life.  We  often  think  of 
what  a  change  the  touch  of  the 
Master's  hand  made  on  the  lives 
of  those  two  fishermen  and  what 
a  change  it  could  make  in  the 
lives  of  others  with  a  better  back- 
ground than  these  two  men  had. 

We  passed  by  the  place  where 
the  multitude  was  fed  in  a 
miraculous  way  by  the  small 
portions  provided  by  the  fisher 
lad.  What  a  story  he  must  have 
had  to  tell  his  mother  that  eve- 
ning! We  had  our  lunch  boxes 
with  us  but  went  to  the  top  of 
the  hill  instead.  This  is  supposed 
to  be  the  place  where  that  great 
sermon  on  the  mount  was  de- 
livered. Here  on  the  hillside  in 
small  groups  about  three  hun- 
dred of  us  ate  our  lunch — but 
a  lunch  widely  different  from 
the  one  eaten  nineteen  centuries 
ago  on  the  more  level  place  be- 
low. 

Our  position  overlooked  al- 
most the  entire  sea.  As  we 
looked  to  right  and  left  many 
places  of  familiar  history  came 
to  mind.  Not  many  miles  in  the 


distance  is  Cana.  The  gospels 
record  that  a  wedding  was  tak- 
ing place  there,  and  to  alleviate 
the  embarrassment  of  the  host, 
a  miracle  was  performed  and 
the  guests  questioned  their  host 
as  to  why  he  kept  the  best  wine 
for  the  last. 

Near  here  are  the  places 
where  the  leper  was  cured,  the 
man  with  the  palsy  was  healed, 
and  Peter's  wife's  mother  was 
restored  to  health.  Also  before 
us  is  the  place  where  Peter  tried 
to  imitate  the  Master  by  walking 
over  the  water. 

As  we  looked  along  the  eastern 
shore,  we  saw  that  the  shore  is 
much  higher  and  steeper.  We 
could  see  the  setting  of  the  in- 
cident where  the  evil  spirits 
were  driven  from  the  maniac. 
These  spirits  then  entered  into 
some  swine  which  became  so 
confused  that  they  rushed  down 
the  steep  slope  into  the  sea. 

We  next  followed  the  west 
shore  line  to  the  south  end  of  the 
sea,  where  we  had  our  first  view 
of  the  River  Jordan.  It  is  a  very 
clear,  rapidly  flowing  stream. 
Many  of  our  group  filled  bottles 
with  water  to  take  back  home 
to  the  States.  Others  washed 
their  hands,  and  some  would 
sprinkle  some  of  the  water  over 
the  heads  of  others. 

This  day  had  made  the  events 
in  the  life  of  Jesus  more  real. 
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Saving  999,990  Words 

FRANK  LAUBACH,  well- 
known  literacy  missionary, 
has  become  a  world  citizen 
indeed.  Not  only  does  he  travel 
into  the  far  interiors  of  every 
continent  and  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  most  remote 
and  inaccessible  of  the'  world's 
citizens,  but  he  learns  to  talk  at 
least  small  bits  of  their  language. 
If  the  language  has  never  been 
written  before,  he  sets  them  to 
writing  it.  Before  the  people  of 
his  homeland  learn  that  he  has 
returned  from  a  world  tour,  he 
is  off  on  another  one. 

As  he  crossed  America  recent- 
ly he  stopped  for  some  consulta- 
tions and  meetings  with  the 
Brethren.  Manchester  College, 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
Elgin  were  among  the  places  he 
was  able  to  touch. 

The  thirty-seven  countries  he 
had  touched  on  that  world  tour 
were  very  conscious  of  the 
friendly  Christian  work  being 
spearheaded  by  the  Friends,  the 
Mennonites  and  the  Brethren. 
Because  of  this  friendly  Chris- 
tian helpfulness,  the  Christian 
message  is  being  listened  to  and 
understood  better  than  it  ever 
has  been  in  a  century  of  mis- 
sions and  evangelism,  he  said. 
When  people  are  hungry  and 
worried  about  food  and  clothing 
for  their  children  and  for  them- 
selves, they  cannot  listen  well 
to  mere  words,  Missionary  Lau- 
bach  pointed  out.  A  million 
words  does  not  help  their  condi- 
tion very  much  and  they  become 
inattentive  long  before  the  mil- 
lion are  said. 

He  insisted,  however,  that  if 
we  help  them  first,  as  Jesus  did, 
then  we  will  not  need  to  say  a 
million  words  explaining  either 
Christianity  or  why  we  have 
come  among  them.  After  the 
good  deed  which  touches  their 
hearts    and    helps    their    needs, 


only  ten  words  are  required, 
just  enough  to  tell  them  that  the 
loving  deed  was  done  in  our 
Master's  Name  and  that  he  is 
their  Friend  and  Savior  too. 
This  they  will  hear  and  under- 
stand. The  way  of  salvation  will 
then  grow  among  them. 

Through  this  approach  of  the 
good  deed  and  the  loving  heart 
999,990  words  can  be  saved  and 
ten  words  can  be  clothed  with 
power! 

This,  says  Laubach,  was  Jesus' 
way. 

Missionary  Laubach  said  fur- 
ther to  the  Brethren  that  by 
their  good  deeds  around  the 
world  they  have  earned  the  right 
to  speak.  The  ears  of  the  world, 
including  the  Christian  world, 
are  open  to  hear  what  the  Breth- 
ren, and  any  others  who  espouse 
the  way  of  love,  now  have  to  say. 

The  world  is  waiting,  he  be- 
lieves, and  we  have  not  yet  spo- 
ken very  clearly  or  very  loudly. 
Other  voices  speaking  of  a  non- 
loving  way  are  much  louder. 
The  listening  ears  will  not  be 
open  long. 

What  will  the  Brethren  say? 

The  Tongue 

JAMES  was  very  much  con- 
cerned about  the  tongue. 
References  to  it  crept  into 
his  writings  again  and  again.  He 
observed  that  great  ships  could 
be  guided  by  very  small  rudders 
even  when  driven  by  strong 
winds  which  filled  their  great 
sails.  When  the  rudder  was  un- 
der the  control  of  the  pilot,  then 
a  great  ship  could  be  sent  wher- 
ever the  pilot  desired. 

James  observed  also  that 
horses,  even  though  strong  and 
unruly,  could  be  kept  under  the 
control  of  those  who  rode  them 
if  they  were  bridled. 

He  likened  the  rudder  and  the 
bit  to  the  tongue.  If  the  tongue 
can  be  kept  in  control  then  the 
great   energies   which   God   has 


given  to  the  individual  are  more 
easily  directed  toward  right 
ends.  If  the  tongue  is  not  under 
control,  then  James  felt  that  the 
individual  is  like  a  ship  in  a  gale 
without  a  rudder.  It  twists  in 
many  directions  and  finally  ends 
in  wreckage.  Or  such  an  indi- 
vidual is  like  a  horse  out  of  the 
control  of  its  rider.  Leaping  and 
plunging,  it  finally  hurts  itself 
and  throws  its  rider. 

James  had  observed  also  that 
the  sparks  from  a  small  flint 
could  kindle  a  great  fire  which, 
leaping  across  the  prairie  or 
tearing  through  a  forest,  often 
caused  great  destruction.  Such  a 
fire  could  even  destroy  the  one 
who  struck  the  first  tiny  spark. 
It  could  wipe  out  villages  and 
farmlands  which  might  lie  in  its 
path.  James  felt  that  the  tongue 
is  like  such  a  fire.  It  can  run 
rampant,  destroying  work  which 
has  required  centuries  to  build. 
The  tongue,  unbridled  and  un- 
controlled, can  wreck  communi- 
ties, tear  down  schools,  break  up 
homes,  split  churches,  divide  en- 
tire denominations  and  throw 
nations  into  destructive  warfare. 

James  was  a  writer  of  jewel- 
like paragraphs.  He  was  a  com- 
mon-sense disciple.  His  under- 
standing of  the  tongue  and  its 
power  was  vivid  but  correct. 

If  James  were  able  to  return 
to  the  world  today  and  to  hear 
the  human  voice  thrown  around 
the  world  in  the  fraction  of  a 
second  by  way  of  radio,  he- 
would  make  his  sentences  con- 
cerning the  power  of  the  tongue 
even  stronger.  He  would  sprin- 
kle his  writing  with  even  more 
exclamation  points. 

In  these  days,  we  can  easily 
go  to  war  with  each  other  be- 
cause of  a  miscontrolled  tongue. 
We  can  drop  hydrogen  bombs, 
wiping  out  women  and  children, 
because  people  talk  about  one 
another's  ills  instead  of  their  vir- 
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tues.  We  can  tear  ourselves,  our 
nation  and  our  culture  to  pieces 
because  men  talk  of  the  things 
about  which  they  disagree  rath- 
er than  lift  up  for  each  other's 
appreciation  the  things  about 
which  they  do  agree  and  which 
they  hold  in  common. 

The  tongues  of  the  world  need 
Christianizing.  They  need  to  be 
controlled.  That  cannot  happen 
unless  the  heart  of  man  gives 
itself  in  surrender  to  the  heart 
of  God.  The  only  way  to  con- 
trol the  tongue  is  to  have  God 
fill  and  control  the  heart. 


Busy  Souls  vs.  Busybodies 

BUSY  souls  are  God's  gift 
to  a  needy  world  and  to  a 
successful  church.  No  pas- 
tor, no  matter  how  attractive  his 
delivery,  how  thoughtful  his 
sermons  or  how  radiant  his  per- 
sonality, can  alone  do  all  the 
work  which  God  would  have 
done  in  a  parish.  If  the  work  of 
the  church  is  to  go  forward,  the 
pastor  of  the  church  must  be  sur- 
rounded by  busy  souls. 

The  interest  of  these  busy 
souls  should  be  to  touch  other 
souls.  They  should  be  filled  with 
a  radiant  joy  which  bubbles  over 
and  is  caught  by  others.  If  they 
have  such  joy  within  them  it 
will  push  them  out  to  do  good 
deeds  to  all  men.  They  will  be 
builders.  They  will  work  for  the 
kingdom  not  in  eight-hour  shifts 
but  throughout  all  the  hours  and 
days  of  their  happy  lifetimes. 

Busybodies  are  not  the  same. 
Their  interest  is  to  gain  atten- 
tion for  themselves.  They  like  to 
get  bits  of  information  and  pass 
this,  with  appropriate  additions, 
on  to  others.  The  things  which 
they  tell  are  often  unfounded. 
They  do  not  check  to  see  wheth- 
er the  things  they  say  are  true; 
that  is  not  a  major  concern  with 
them.  Their  efforts  are  not  to 
build  the  church.  Though  they 
may  be  goodhearted  people,  the 
end  results  of  their  busy  efforts 
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pull  down  the  church  and  tear 
asunder  its  fellowship.  Neither 
do  their  efforts  add  to  their  own 
statures.  The  attention  which 
they  focus  upon  themselves  is 
not  a  kindly  attention.     People 


listen  to  what  they  say  but  dis- 
qualify it. 

It  is  better  to  be  a  member  of 
the  busy-soul  department  of 
the  church  than  the  busybody 
department. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Together 

TWENTY-seven  million  Ameri- 
can Christians  are  lo  be  brought 
together  under  one  over-all  or- 
ganization known  as  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  Through  this  merger, 
eight  interdenominational  agencies 
which  have  operated  as  independent 
bodies  will  combine  into  a  single 
instrument  for  Christian  service. 

This  will  be  one  of  the  greatest 
milestones  of  Christian  co-operation 
since  the  churches  began  their  mul- 
tiplied divisiveness  some  centuries 
ago,  it  is  believed.  It  climaxes  a 
reversal  of  the  denominational  at- 
titude of  being  against  one  another, 
which  once  prevailed,  to  the  present 
spirit  of  being  for  one  another. 

This  simplified  overhead  organiza- 
tion will  greatly  reduce  the  over- 
all costs  of  the  work  which  the 
churches  can  best  do  together.  In- 
stead of  eight  interdenominational 
bodies  with  overlapping  duties  and 
very  similar  headquarter  arrange- 
ments, there  will  now  be  one  body. 
Within  it  will  be  clearly  defined  de- 
partmental responsibilities.  Major 
areas  of  overlapping  and  expense 
for  headquarters  maintenance  can 
be  minimized. 

This  will  bring  into  merger  some 
of  the  organizations  which  have 
been  of  long-time  standing  and 
which  have  developed  widespread 
loyalties  to  their  work  and  purposes. 
Loyalties  will  need  to  be  transferred 
and  new  loyalties  will  need  to  be 
built  up  for  the  National  Council 
since  it  is  a  new  organization.  The 
merging  bodies  are:  The  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ, 
The  Home  Missions  Council  of 
North  America,  The  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  The 
Missionary  Education  Movement  of 
the  United  Slates  and  Canada,  The 
National  Protestant  Council  on 
Higher  Education,  The  United  Coun- 
cil of  Church  Women,  and  The 
United  Stewardship  Council  and  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  of 
North  America.  The  merger  will 
take  place  at  an  historic  convention 
to  be  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Nov. 


28  to  Dec.  1.  It  is  expected  that  some 
5,000  visiting  delegates  will  be 
present  at  that  time.  The  size  of  the 
meeting  will  surpass  the  Amsterdam 
meeting  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

In  a  similar  spirit  of  co-operation  an 
over-all  Protestant  weekly  paper  is 
being  developed.  It  is  lo  be  called 
The  Proteslant  World.  Robert  W. 
Searle  of  New  York  is  to  be  its 
editor,  and  James  E.  Craig  also  of 
New  York  is  to  be  its  managing 
editor. 

It  will  be  a  sixteen-page  weekly; 
about  twenty  per  cent  of  its  space 
will  be  given  over  to  pictures  of 
religious  news.  It  is  to  present  the 
claims  of  international  Christianity 
to  its  readers.  It  will  undertake  to 
show  Christianity  at  work  around 
the  world.  The  paper  will  be  ded- 
icated to  the  proposition  that  the 
basic  principles  of  Christianity  as 
revealed  in  Protestantism  are  es- 
sential to  the  life  of  our  world  today. 

1  hese  co-operative  undertakings 
are  not  aimed  at  organic  union  of 
the  denominations.  Under  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Christian  Churches 
the  denominations  will  continue  to 
function  as  they  have  previously. 
The  National  Council  will  seek  only 
to  bring  them  together  more  ef- 
ficiently in  working  out  those  things 
which  they  desire  to  do  in  common. 
Neither  will  The  Protestant  World 
seek  to  replace  the  denominational 
papers.  Instead,  it  will  seek  to  be 
an  over-all  paper  which  will  show 
the  total  work  of  Protestantism;  it 
will  endeaver  to  include  among  its 
readers  those  who  are  not  active 
members  of  any  church  or  readers 
of  any  denominational  magazines. 

These  are  all  steps  in  the  right 
direction.  If  the  voice  of  Chris- 
tianity is  to  be  heard  clearly  it  must 
be  a  united  voice.  These  steps  do 
not  mean  that  we  will  lose  our  de- 
nominational identity;  rather  they 
mean  that  we  can  exert  more 
strength  when  together  we  put  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  of  righteous- 
ness for  Jesus'  sake. 


Why  I  Go  to  Annual  Conference 


IN  MID -JUNE  our  Annual 
Conference  will  be  in  session 
again.  Even  now  we  are  be- 
ginning to  ask  our  brethren, 
"Are  you  going  to  Conference 
this  year?"  Not  only  should  we 
go,  but  we  should  fully  recog- 
nize the  values  to  be  received  by 
attending. 

There  are  four  outstanding 
reasons  why  I  go  to  Annual 
Conference: 

Because  I  am  able  to  represent 
my  congregation  as  a  delegate. 
Again  this  year  my  congregation 
has  selected  me  to  be  their  rep- 
resentative at  the  Conference. 
More  and  more  we  need  to  rec- 
ognize that  our  congregations 
are  not  separate,  independent 
units.  We  must  be  aware  of  the 
fact  that  we  are  interdependent. 
Though  we  function  separately 
from  week  to  week  and  carry  on 
our  local  programs  without  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  other 

I  congregations,  we  are  still  af- 
fected a  great  deal  by  the  con- 
ditions which  exist  in  the  church 
as  a  whole.  Each  congregation 
should  exercise  its  right  to  ex- 


should  have  a  part  in  shaping 
the  policies  of  the  church.  I  am 
thankful  that  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  representing  my 
congregation  in  past  years. 

Because  I  need  to  be  there 
in  order  to  be  a  well-informed 
pastor  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  In  ten  years  our  Broth- 
erhood Fund  has  grown  from 
$275,000  to  more  than  $1,125,000. 
With  this  increase  in  money  ex- 
'pended,  the  outreach  of  the 
church  has  increased  tremen- 
dously. A  giving  congregation  is 
one  which  is  aware  of  the  oppor- 
tunities and  possibilities  for 
service.  Therefore,  if  my  con- 
gregation is  to  be  well-informed 
concerning  the  program  of  the 
church,  then  I  must  be  well-in- 
formed as  pastor.  I  must  be  able 
to  interpret  the  needs  and  pre- 
sent a  challenge  to  my  people. 
Our  people  are  consecrated  and 
willing  to  do  what  needs  to  be 
done  but  many  times  they  are 
not  aware  of  the  needs.  I  am 
able  to  be  a  better  pastor  by 
attending  Conference. 

Because  it  provides  a  spiritual 
uplift  and  refreshment  and  en- 


J.  Stanley  Earhart 
Pastor,  East  Freedom,  Pennsylvania 


ables  one  to  gain  perspective  for 
the  task  ahead.  Even  though  our 
Conference  is  held  primarily  to 
transact  business,  we  are  given 
the  added  blessing  of  the  devo- 
tional meetings  which  are  held 
in  connection  with  the  Confer- 
ence sessions,  the  Bible  Hour,  the 
special  group  meetings,  the  great 
evening  services,  the  meal-time 
meetings,  the  Conference  Sun- 
day, the  Missionary  Convocation 
— all  of  these  are  of  inestimable 
value.  As  we  leave  the  Confer- 
ence each  year,  we  are  prone  to 
say,  "Did  not  our  hearts  burn 
within  us  .  .  .  ?"  A  better  view 
of  the  valley  is  possible  if  we 
climb  the  mountain.  Confer- 
ence is  truly  a  mountaintop 
experience  and  one  can  leave 
Conference  with  new  strength 
and  enthusiasm  to  take  hold  of 
the  problems  to  be  found  in  the 
valley  of  service  back  home. 

Because  it  enables  me  to  meet 
with  other  Brethren — those  who 
are  my  fellow  -  laborers,  those 
who  serve  on  the  foreign  field 
and  in  large  and  small  churches 
here  at  home.  One  of  the  out- 
standing features  of  our  Annual 
Conference  is  the  informal  gath- 
erings of  people  between  ses- 
sions. Family  reunions  are  held, 
college  friends  meet  after  many 
years,  old  friendships  are  re- 
vived and  new  acquaintances  are 
formed.  The  "tie  that  binds"  us 
together  as  Brethren  is  very  im- 
portant and  determines  largely 
whether  or  not  we  shall  be  able 
to  make  an  impression  for  Christ 
in  these  days. 

So,  as  we  look  forward  to  our 
Conference  at  Grand  Rapids, 
may  we  anticipate  all  of  the 
blessings  which  await  us  there. 
And  let  us  pray  for  all  of  our 
churches,  the  delegates,  the 
Standing  Committee  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Conference,  so  that 
His  highest  will  may  be  done. 
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Ernest  R.   Jehnsen 

Pastor,  Beaverton  Church,  Michigan 


THE  second  verse  of  Phile- 
mon tells  us  something  of 
his  home.  The  early  church 
frequently  met  in  the  secret  of 
the  home.  This  particular  home 
may  have  been  such  a  meeting 
place  or  the  text  may  refer  to  the 
members  of  the  family  who  were 
also  members  of  the  church  or 
again  it  may  refer  to  the  quality 
of  life  that  was  lived  in  the 
household  of  Philemon.  What- 
ever the  exact  meaning  we  know 
that  there  was  a  church  in  Phile- 
mon's house,  as  there  was  in  the 
home  of  Priscilla  and  Aquila, 
and  no  doubt  many  another 
early  Christian  home. 

There  should  remain  always 
a  close  tie-up  between  the  home 
and  the  church.  This  reminds 
us  of  the  fact  that  it  was  fifty 
years  before  the  colonial  Breth- 
ren built  a  church  house  after 
coming  to  America.  This^wasnot 
because  they  were  poor  as  we 
have  sometimes  supposed  but 
because  they  had  no  need  of  one. 
They  met  in  the  home  for  wor- 
ship. The  house  Amish  of 
northern  Indiana  still  preserve 
something  of  the  spirit  of  that 
home  religion  which  must  have 
characterized  our  brethren  of 
pre-Revolutionary  days. 

Often  instead  of  the  church 
and  the  home  marching  hand  in 
hand  toward  common  goals  the 
ways  of  the  home  and  the  ways 
of  the  church  diverge.  The  chief 
concerns  of  the  modern  family 
are  money,   pleasure   and  com- 
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forts  at  home.  The  church  is  fre- 
quently weak  because  the  home 
is  not  back  of  it  to  the  extent 
that  it  ought  to  be.    - 

The  home  and  the  church  are 
dependent  upon  each  other.  The 
family  originally  was  a  religious 
as  well  as  a  social  unit.  The 
father  was  the  priest  of  God.  In 
turn  the  church  has  given  its 
blessings  to  the  home.  However, 
instead  of  growing  closer  to- 
gether we  find  they  are  often 
drifting  apart.  No  nation  or 
civilization  and  certainly  no 
church  can  rise  above  the  level 
of  its  home  life.  The  ends  of  the 
church  and  the  home  should 
coincide.  They  should  both  be 
spiritual. 

One  of  the  great  problems  of 


the  church  today  is  the  recruit- 
ing  of  ministers.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons that  the  problem  exists  is 
because  parents  raise  their  chil- 
dren for  every  other  occupation, 
business  or  profession,  and  help 
them  to  prepare  for  it.  But  the 
idea  of  their  children  giving 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  church  is  unthink- 
able to  many  parents.  If  a 
young  person  enters  the  minis- 
try or  goes  to  the  mission  field 
he  must  often  first  beat  doWn  the 
opposition  of  his  parents  who 
would  rather  see  him  go  into 
other  work  where  he  can  make 
more  money.  Needless  to  say, 
the  average  young  person  finds  it 
very  difficult  to  make  the  break 
and  the  church  suffers  a  lack  of 
leadership.  Almost  every  young 
person  feels  the  call,  but  the  call 
of  parents,  the  call  of  houses  and 
lands  sound  louder.  A  new  par- 
ent generation  may  rear  children 
and  present  them  to  the  Lord 
with  no  strings  attached.  The 
goals  of  home  and  the  goals  of 
God  are  frequently  different  in 
our  day. 

We  must  ask  the  question, 
"What  about  the  church  in  thy 
house?"  We  can  bring  the 
church  into  the  home  by  first 
bringing    the     home    into    the 


Giving  thanks  to  God  at  mealtime  will  bring  the  church  into  the  home 
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church.  This  means  that  every 
member  of  the  family  should  be 
in  church  every  Sunday.  Par- 
ents can  begin  this  procedure  at 
an  early  age.  A  group  of  young 
people  recently  expressed  the 
opinion  that  every  Christian 
should  be  in  every  church  serv- 
ice when  physically  able.  Yet 
that  group  of  young  people  face 
a  parent  generation  that  is  not  in 
every  church  service,  or  in  even 
half  of  them,  and  make  no  pre- 
tense to  be.  How  long  will  youth 
follow  on  the  road  that  parents 
refuse  to  walk?  In  later  years 
many  of  the  parents  of  these 
same  youth  will  come  to  their 
pastor  and  say  that  they  do  not 
understand  why  their  children 
are  not  in  church  or  interested  in 
religion.  Parents,  unthinking  at 
times,  no  doubt,  are  letting  the 
most  precious  years  for  training 
their  children  slip  away  and  are 
not  planting  the  seed  that  will 
bear  fruit  in  their  old  age. 

The  program  of  the  home 
often  makes  no  provision  for  the 
worship  of  God.  This  is  true  of 
many  church  homes.  Worship  is 
not  planned  for.  It  is  one  of  the 
things  that  is  "worked  in  if  time 
permits."  And  in  our  day  the 
result  is  that  the  family  does  not 
worship  at  all  or  very  hap- 
hazardly. Many  homes  spend  all 
week  setting  up  plans  for  other 
activities  that  are  designed  to 
knock  Sunday  out  of  the  week 
so  far  as  a  day  of  worship  is  con- 
cerned. Sunday  is  filled  up  a 
week  or  two  weeks  in  advance 
by  other  secular  activities  and 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  family 
is  neglected. 

I  have  seen  young  people  try- 
ing desperately  to  keep  alive  the 
religious  life  of  a  family  while 
parents  deliberately  plan  to  en- 
tertain company  on  Sunday. 
These  young  people  often  grow 
discouraged  and  give  up  the 
struggle.  What  is  not  important 
to  their  parents  ceases  to  be  im- 
portant to  them  and  the  process 
of  spiritual  decay  sets  in. 

We  can  bring  the  church  into 


Map  of  Grand  Rapids 


the  home  by  setting  up  the  habits 
of  a  home  religion.  We  can  ren- 
der thanks  to  God  at  mealtime. 
We  can  read  our  Bibles  together 
as  a  family.  We  can  share  the 
burdens  of  each  other  in  prayer. 
We  can  create  prayer  fellow- 
ships when  we  are  absent  one 
from  the  other. 

Finally  we  can  have  an  active 
interest  in  the  wider  outreach  of 
the  Christian  religion.  Every 
family  should  have  an  active  in- 
terest in  some  missionary  and 
service  project.  Doing  things 
for  others  as  an  act  of  devotion 
and  service  to  Christ  will  mold 
the  life  of  a  little  child  in  a 
mighty  way.  It  makes  a  lasting 
imprint  upon  his  little  life. 

What  about  the  "church  in  thy 
house"?    Is   the   Christ   who   is 


the  head  of  the  church  the  head 
of  your  home?  Remember  that 
if  there  is  no  church  in  your 
house  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a 
few  years  until  there  is  no 
church  in  the  church  house. 
Many  of  the  finest  Christian 
families,  who  in  many  respects 
seemed  the  most  active  Chris- 
tians in  the  community,  are  left 
without  a  witness  to  the  gospel 
because  they  let  the  church  die 
at  home.  Many  times  one  sees 
that  in  that  same  community  the 
church  also  dies  slowly  but  sure- 
ly. Is  there  a  church  in  your 
house?  The  church  and  home 
must  march  together  toward 
common  goals.  We  must  build 
home  and  church  together. 

MAY    27,    1950  B 


If  the  parent  provides  good  books 

for  the  young  child,  that  will  help 

the  child  to  form  a  taste  for  the 

good 


Mrs.  H.  K.  Zeller,  Jr. 

!McPherson,  Kansas 
Photo  by  Philip  Gendreau 


Thinking  About  the  Comics 


COMICS  are  here  to  stay. 
They  are  as  much  a  part 
of  our  everyday  life  as 
the  movies,  radio,  newspaper 
and  automobile.  There  are  over 
50  million  copies  printed  month- 
ly with  more  than  200  different 
titles,  and  they  are  read  by  nine 
out  of  ten  children  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  sixteen.  The 
many  articles  appearing  in  pop- 
ular magazines  in  the  past  ten 
years  show  two  factors:  that 
parents  are  asking  more  ques- 
tions about  the  effects  of  com- 
ics upon  the  children,  and  that 
the  experts  who  write  these  ar- 
ticles disagree  in  their  answers. 
Picture  writing  is  as  old  as 
writing  itself.    The  pyramids  of 
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the  ancient  Egyptian  race  show 
us  the  panorama  of  life  in  pic- 
tures. People  have  always  en- 
joyed reading  pictures  and  the 
modern  age  with  its  speeded-up 
life  reads  pictures  instead  of 
books.  Most  of  us  enjoy  the 
comic  strip  as  it  appears  in  our 
daily  newspaper.  But  this  read- 
ing of  pictures  is  not  the  comic 
book  problem.  To  most  parents 
the  time-wasting  factor  comes 
first:  hours  of  poring  over  end- 
less numbers  of  these  gruesome 
stories.  Most  children  lie  on 
their  stomachs,  strain  their  eyes, 
gulp  down  the  inhuman  stories 
hour  after  hour.  What  can  we 
do,  ask  the  parents,  and  what  is 
the  influence  of  these  comics  on 
our  children? 
We    cannot    blame    any    one 


thing  for  the  habit  patterns  of 
our  children.  All  of  life  is  in- 
fluenced by  our  culture  which 
the  movies,  radio,  comics,  news- 
paper and  now  television  help 
to  shape  into  form.  A  child  is 
delinquent.  We  cannot  blame 
his  delinquency  on  any  one  of 
these  influences  any  more,  than 
on  another,  and  when  we  do 
blame  them  we  are  using  the 
old  technique  of  scapegoat  as  a 
cover  up  for  our  own  failures  as 
parents  and  members^  of  soci- 
ety. No  well-adjusted,  happy, 
secure  child  will  turn  delinquent 
by  reading  one  or  several  comic 
books.  If  he  turns  delinquent  it 
is  because  some  important  need 
has  not  been  met. 

There    are,    however,    many 
more    subtle    effects,    from    a 


steady  diet  of  comic  books,  espe- 
cially on  the  younger  child, 
which  are  not  easily  apparent. 
In  most  of  them  there  is  a 
distortion  of  human  values; 
kindness,  sympathy,  truth  and 
regard  for  suffering  are  weak- 
nesses, while  shrewdness  and 
cunning  are  all  that  count. 
Womanhood  is  not  respected. 
Children  tend  to  lose  apprecia- 
tion of  the  art,  literature  and 
culture  found  in  good  books.  Li- 
brarians noted  a  decrease  in  the 
reading  of  the  classics  when  they 
came  out  in  comic  book  form. 
Comic  books  create  prejudices  of 
races,  minority  groups  and  for- 
eign born,  and  to  me  this  is  one 
of  its  ugliest  effects. 

What  is  our  job,  fellow  par- 
ent? Our  child's  taste  for  the 
good  (or  the  bad)  starts  to  de- 
velop long  before  he  is  two  years 
old.  If  at  the  toddling  stage  all 
he  sees  about  the  house  is  the 
daily  newspaper,  True  Confes- 
sion and  Felix  the  Cat  his  curi- 
osity for  books  will  be  satisfied 
in  that  direction.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  low  shelf  of  his  own 
with  some  of  the  many  beauti- 
fully illustrated,  charming  books 
for  children  of  every  age  would 
certainly  help  to  form  his  tastes. 
There  is  a  period  of  more  than 
six  years  when  parents  do  have 
control  of  what  the  child  sees 
and  reads,  and  it  is  our  responsi- 
bility to  see  he  gets  the  best  in 
his  early  formative  years. 

We  must  strengthen  our  fam- 
ily ties  by  doing  many  things  to- 
gether as  a  family  unit.  We 
must  play  with  our  children,  go 
with  them  to  the  zoo,  museum, 
park  and  woods.  This  will  build 
up  their  confidence  in  us.  We 
must  give  them  responsibilities 
which  we  expect  to  be  carried 
out.  Nothing  is  more  effective 
in  equipping  our  children  mor- 
ally than  this.  We  must  supply 
the  best  of  books  at  all  ages. 
You  say,  "They  are  so  expen- 
sive." Fifteen  cents  a  week 
(many  children  spend  more 
than  that  on  comic  books)  would 


buy  six  or  seven  dollar-books  in 
one  year.  Our  libraries  have 
available  the  greatest  supply  of 
good  books.  Let's  get  in  the  hab- 
it of  going  to  the  library. 

We  must  help  our  children  de- 
velop critical  standards  by 
pointing-  out  values  in  the  mov- 
ies they  see,  the  books  they  read 
and  the  radio  programs  they 
hear.  We  cannot  censor  every- 
thing; depriving  them  would 
only  widen  the  breach  between 
parents  and  children.  It  is  our 
job  to  guide  them  and  we  can 
do  it  if  we  take  as  much  interest 
in  what  our  children  read  as  in 
what  they  eat.  We  would  not  al- 
low our  child  to  live  on  a  diet 
of  cake  and  candy;  neither 
should  we  allow  him  to  exist  ex- 
clusively on  comic  magazines. 

We  must  understand  the  basic 
needs,  the  development  and  be- 
havior of  our  children  and  pro- 
vide for  them.  We  must  see  that 
they  have  enjoyable  things  to 
do,  places  to  go,  wholesome 
friendships,  varied  experiences, 


some  real  adventure  and  hobbies 
to  pursue.  Our  children  have 
vivid  imaginations,  penned-up 
emotions  and  a  desire  to  express 
themselves.  These  satisfactions 
will  be  found  in  a  world  of 
comics  if  they  are  not  provided 
for. 

Our  job  is  a  big  one.  Develop- 
ing the  well-rounded  life  of  the 
little  child  cannot  be  done  in  off 
moments.  It  is  a  full-time  job 
and  much  thought,  study  and 
prayer  must  go  into  it  for  Chris- 
tian parenthood.  We  set  the 
standards  of  culture  for  our  fam- 
ilies. We  cannot  expect  our 
teachers,  our  neighbors  or 
friends  to  do  this  for  us;  it  is 
our  job.  Good  standards  may 
be  taught  but  a  better  way  is 
to  have  them  caught.  The  way 
we  think  about  the  comics  is  a 
small  segment  in  the  way  we 
develop  the  entire  cultural  life 
of  our  families  and  it  is  up  to 
us  as  parents  to  deal  with  the 
whole  of  life  in  a  way  that  will 
make  a  truly  Christian  home. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Micah's  Hope  of  God's  Salvation 

Micah. 


On  the  way  to  victory 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  book, 
Micah  stands  on  the  pinnacle  of 
spirituality  from  which  he  can  see 
into  the  future.  He  looks  through 
the  dim  clouds  of  discouragement 
which  hover  over  us.  He  sees  be- 
yond us  a  glorious  day.  Micah  had 
no  thought  but  that  the  followers  of 
God  were  marching  on  the  road  to 
victory.  Defeat  of  particular  move- 
ments might  come  but  a  defeat  of 
the  entire  movement  was  unthink- 
able. 

He  said  that  in  the  final  develop- 
ments the  house  of  the  Lord  would 
stand  on  the  top  of  the  highest 
mountain  and  all  peoples  from  all 
corners  of  the  earth  would  move 
toward  it  and  flow  into  it.  God 
would  become  the  judge  of  all  na- 
tions and"  a  day  of  righteousness 
would  come. 

None  shall  make  them  afraid 

Micah  forsaw  the  day  when  fear 
would  be  banished  and  when  each 


would  sit  comfortably  in  his  own 
home  in  security.  Micah  said,  "The 
mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath 
spoken  it."  In  that  day  swords 
would  be  turned  into  plowshares 
and  instruments  of  warfare  would 
be  turned  into  instruments  of  cul- 
tivation and  friendship. 

Panic  is  not  Christian 

In  this  day  of  the  H-bomb  when 
we  feel  that  the  total  destruction  of 
our  civilization  may  lie  just  months 
or  years  away,  it  is  good  to  go  back 
and  read  Micah.  God  is  in  his 
heaven.  The  final  destiny  of  the 
world  is  up  to  him. 

It  is  good  then  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  panic  into  which 
we  have  allowed  ourselves  to  slip 
is  not  basically  unchristian.  If  we 
have  faith  in  God  and  the  ultimate 
purposes  of  God,  then  panic  has  no 
place  in  the  Christian's  heart.  Chris- 
tianity is  the  way  to  victory. 


MAY    27.    1950 
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Women's  Work  Looks 
Ahead 

The  regional  presidents  and  Nation- 
al Council  of  Women's  Work  confer 

For  the  third  time  in  three  years, 
the  regional  presidents  of  women's 
work  came  to  Elgin — this  spring  for 
five  days — to  share  with  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Women's  Work  in 
its  deliberations  regarding  the  fu- 
ture of  women's  work. 

Why  such  a  meeting?  Our  several 
regions  have  co-operated  magnifi- 
cently in  underwriting  the  cost  of 
sending  their  presidents,  but  the 
idea  is  still  new  enough  to  warrant 
asking,  "Why?"  In  a  word  the  an- 
swer is  this:  as  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  grows  larger  and  larger, 
the  need  really  to  know  what  our 
60,000  women  are  thinking  is  very 
important.  Just  as  a  House  of 
Representatives  and  a  Senate  con- 
stantly represent  the  interests  pf 
their  geographical  areas  in  national 
policy-making  groups,  so  the  re- 
gional presidents  are  helping  our 
National  Council  of  Women's  Work 
to  see  more  clearly  the  desires  of 
the  women  of  their  respective  ter- 
ritories. 

The  group  accordingly  was  made 
up  of  the  following  people:  Mrs.  E. 
R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  national 
president  of  women's  work,  who 
presided  at  most  of  the  sessions; 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Bittinger,  national  direc- 
tor of  missions;  Mrs.  A.  Ray  Showal- 
ter,  national  director  of  aid-serv- 
ice; Mrs.  Nevin  Zuck,  national 
director  of  homebuilders.  Repre- 
senting the  regions  were  Mrs. 
George  Detweiler,  president,  Eastern 
Region;  Mrs.  Jeff  Mathis,  president, 
Central  Region;  Miss  Effie  Metzger, 
newly  elected  president,  Pacific  Re- 
gion; and  Mrs.  Earl  Mitchell,  presi- 
dent, Southeastern  Region.  We 
deeply  regretted  the  absence  of 
Mrs.  Burton  Metzler,  president, 
Western  Region;  Mrs.  Ora  Huston, 
a  former  Western  Region  worker, 
was  asked  to  "pinch-hit"  for  her, 
along  with  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bittinger, 
soon  to  become  a  resident  of  the 
Western  Region.  Mrs.  Huston  also 
served  as  official  hostess  for  the 
week.  Staff  people  also  shared  in 
the  meetings  at  various  points;  Ruth 
Shriver,  director  of  women's  work, 
Leland  S.  Brubaker  and  Anetta  C. 
Mow,  representing  the  mission  de- 
partment; D.  W.  Bittinger  from  the 
Gospel  Messenger  office;  W.  Harold 
Row  representing  Brethren  Service; 
C.  E.  Davis,  from  the  Christian  edu- 
cation    department;     Raymond     R. 
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Peters,  general  secretary;  Ora  Gar- 
ber,  book  man  for  the  Publishing 
House;  Robert  Greiner  and  Harl  L. 
Russell;  James  Renz,  national  tem- 
perance director;  Miss  Frances 
Clemens,  administrative  assistant  in 
Christian  Education;  and  others. 

In  the  week's  meeting,  a  wealth 
of  experience  took  place;  regional 
presidents  shared  with  one  another 
as  they  ate,  slept  and  discussed  to- 
gether; national  officers  sought  guid- 
ance on  concerns  for  which  they  do 
not  know  the  answer;  all  together 
Undertook  to  find  new  and  better 
ways  to  achieve  our  ends  in  wom- 
en's work.  There  were  many  periods 
of  meditation  and  worship. 

There  was  rejoicing  over  the 
splendid  way  in  which  the  women 
had  surpassed  their  goal  for 'Broth- 
erhood giving  by  $12,000  during  the 
fiscal  year  just  closed.  Final  ap- 
proval was  given  to  plans  for  the 
new  Women's  Work  Manual,  which 
is  to  be  off  the  press  by  Conference 
time. 

It  is  impossible  to  do  more  than 
mention  other  agenda  items;  many 
of  the  discussions  and  recommenda- 
tions therefrom  will  be  presented  to 
our  women  through  their  local  or 
district  or  regional  meetings;  some 
will  be  up  for  discussion  at  Annual 
Conference.  The  latter  will  be 
briefly  listed  here. 

Bro.  Bittinger  led  the  group  the 
first  evening  in  thinking  about  High 
Points  of  Need  in  1950  that  Chal- 
lenge the  Church.  He  mentioned  the 
following:  (1)  better  understanding 
of  the  total  church  program  by  the 
women  and  all  the  laity,  and  more 
identification  of  themselves  in  it, 
(2)  deepening  the  quality  and  ex- 
pression of  the  spiritual  life,  (3)  im- 
proving our  support  of  the  budget 
("Women  handle  the  money  in  this 
country"),  (4)  strengthening  the 
local  church,  (5)  following  the  total 
ecumenical  movement,  locally  and 
beyond,  (6)  pushing  for  the  produc- 
tive home  through  building  of  per- 
sonalities, devotion,  service,  and 
community  relationships. 

The  whole  question  of  the  unique 
responsibility  of  each  of  our  units — 
local,  district,  regional  and  nation- 
al— was  discussed;  the  trend  toward 
decentralized  leadership  calls  for  in- 
creased responsibility  in  our  dis- 
tricts and  regions  for  working  with 
our  local  churches  so  far  as  field 
service  is  concerned.  The  names  of 
fifty  women  were  listed  who  might 
help  in  an  "itinerating  'program" 
such  as  missions  and  Brethren  Serv- 
ice now  use.  Such  service  would 
depend,  however,  on  districts,  local 
churches  and  regions  writing  money 
into  their  budgets  to  pay  for  travel 


and,  in  some  cases,  salary.  This  is 
a  matter  for  careful  discussion  in 
regional  and  district  cabinet  meet- 
ings. 

The  job  of  the  regional  officers 
and  of  district  cabinets  was  dis- 
cussed, in  light  of  the  above  think- 
ing. Some  recommendations  were 
made.  These  will  find  their  way  into 
district  and  regional  cabinet  meet- 
ings soon. 

The  discussion  included  more  ex- 
tensive use  of  book  exhibits,  the 
strengthening  of  our  committee  and 
group  work  through  the  new  "group 
dynamics"  emphasis  now  abroad, 
new  ideas  for  building  rally  and  in- 
stitute programs,  workshops  and 
other  conference  programs.  There 
was  serious  thought  regarding  the 
problem  of  leadership:  how  to  get 
our  women  to  accept  office,  how  to 
discover  new  talent,  how  to  provide 
opportunities  for  leadership  growth. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  give 
further  serious  study  to  our  present 
tenure  system,  whose  most  prevalent 
pattern  is  "two  terms  and  then  out." 

Staff  people  representing  Brethren 
Service,  missions,  and  "adult  educa- 
tion helped  us  think  further  about 
how  to  integrate  these  values  in  the 
total  program  of  women's  work. 
James  Renz  interpreted  trends 
among  various  national  agencies  in 
the  temperance  field.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  study  the  possi- 
bility of  enriching  our  Bible  study 
and  spiritual  enrichment  emphasis, 
and  to  produce  a  basic  guide  for 
using  new  techniques.  The  term 
spiritual  enrichment  was  adopted  as 
a  way  of  gathering  up  both  our  tra- 
ditional Bible  study  emphasis  and 
additional  sources  of  help. 

It  was  agreed  not  to  give  formal 
approval  to  the  ecumenical  register 
new  being  promoted  by  the  United 
Council  of  Church  Women  but 
rather  to  leave  it  to  each  district  to 
co-operate  as  seems  best  in  the 
area.  Likewise,  local  churches  and 
districts  are  left  to  decide  on  their 
own  whether  to  send  representation, 
to  the  biennial  assembly  of  the 
United  Council  of  Church  Women  to 
be  held  in  Cincinnati  Nov.  10-16. 

Recommendations  to  the  women  as- 
sembled at  the  Grand  Rapids  Con- 
ference, 1950 

1.  There  will  be  no  recommenda- 


Annual  Conference 
Program 

Conference  Theme:  Deepening  and 
Sharing  the  Christian  Life 

Conference  Hymn:  Spirit  of  God, 
Descend  Upon  My  Heart 

TUESDAY    EVENING.    JUNE    13 
7:30   General  Session.    Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,  James  H.  Elrod. 

Hymn  Sing. 

Sermon:    Sing  Unto  the  Lord, 

M.  Guy  West. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING.  JUNE  14 
7:00   Breakfast  Conference. 

Young     People.      Black     and 


tion  on  the  matter  of  delegate  repre- 
sentation to  Annual  Conference;  two 
of  our  regions  reported  favorably, 
two  unfavorably.  One  is  yet  to  be 
heard  from.  The  National  Council 
decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  direct 
vote  of  the  women  at  Grand  Rapids. 
The  proposed  policy  would  provide 
for  delegate  representation  in  the 
voting  body  of  women  at  Conference 
on  the  same  basis  as  general  dele- 
gates are  now  sent  from  local 
churches. 

2.  With  regard  to  project  goals, 
these  will  be  recommended: 

For  March  1,  1950  to  Oct.  1,  1950— 
$23,333  (7/12  of  $40,000,  our  goal  for 
the  year  just  past). 

For  Oct.  1,  1950  to  Sept.  30,  1951 — 
$45,000. 

It  is  recommended  that  this  $45,- 
000  be  distributed  among  the  various 
Brotherhood  causes  as  is  the  total 
Brotherhood  Fund — for  missions, 
Brethren  Service,  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  ministry  and  home  mis- 
sions, Christian  education,  temper- 
ance, audio-visual  education,  field 
service  and  other  items. 

There  will  be  an  after-breakfast 
conference  of  district  and  regional 
officers  with  the  National  Council 
at  Grand  Rapids  on  Thursday 
morning,  June  15,  7:15 — 8:30.  An- 
nouncement of  the  place  will  be  in 
the  Annual  Conference  Booklet. 

The  high  spot  of  the  popular  ses- 
sion on  Wednesday  morning  will  be 
a  clinic:  Growing  Pains  in  Women's 
Work,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Ralph  E.  Smeltzer.  There  will  be  a 
joint  session  with  men's  work  on 
Wednesday  noon. 

The  nominating  committee  for  this 
year  includes  Mrs.  V.  F.  Schwalm, 
Central  Region,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Robinson, 
Eastern,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peters,  Western, 
Mrs.  Geneva  Kinzie,  Pacific.  The 
Southeastern  Region  representative 
is  not  yet  reported  at  this  writing. 


Silver     Room,      Civic     Audi- 
torium. 
8:30  Hour      of      Scripture.       Main 

Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 

Chairman,  Gorman  A.  Zook. 

Speaker,  T.  Wayne  Rieman. 

Topic:  These  Met  Jesus — Zac- 

cheus,  Luke  19:  1-10. 
9:30   Sectional    Conferences 

1.  Brethren  Service.  Ball- 
room.  Pantlind  Hotel. 

2.  Children's  Workers.  Parlor 
C,  Mezzanine  Floor,  Pant- 
lind Hotel. 

3.  Christian  Education.  Room 
222,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

4.  Church  Building  Counsel. 
Room  328,   Pantlind  Hotel. 

5.  Evangelism.  Right  Bal- 
cony,   Civic    Auditorium. 

6.  Foreign  Missions.  Rear 
Balcony,  Civic  Auditorium. 

7.  Intermediates.  Room  F, 
Civic  Auditorium. 

8.  Men's  Work.  Left  Balcony, 
Civic  Auditorium. 

9.  Pension  Plan.  Room  324, 
Pantlind  Hotel. 

10.  Rural     Life.      Room     327, 
Pantlind  Hotel. 

11.  Women's      Work.       Main 
Floor,   Civic   Auditorium. 


12.  Young   People.    Black   and 
Silver    Room,    Civic    Audi- 
torium. 
11:45   Luncheon    Conference 

Brethren  Rural  Fellowship. 
Fountain  Street  Baptist 
Church. 

WEDNESDAY    AFTERNOON 
1:30  Hour     of     Meditation.      Main 

Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 

Chairman,  Lee  Whipple. 

Speaker,  Herbert  Miller. 

Topic:    The  Life  of  the  Spirit 

— The  Promised  Life. 
2:30   Sectional   Conferences 

1.  Adult  Work  (Men's  and 
Women's  Work).  Main 
Floor,   Civic  Auditorium. 

2.  Brethren  Service.  Ball- 
room, Pantlind  Hotel. 

3.  Children's  Workers.  Parlor 
C,  Mezzanine  Floor,  Pant- 
lind Hotel. 

4.  Church  Building  Counsel. 
Room  328,   Pantlind  Hotel. 

5.  Evangelism.  Right  Bal- 
cony, Civic  Auditorium. 

6.  Foreign  Missions.  Rear  Bal- 
cony, Civic  Auditorium. 

7.  Intermediates.  Room  F, 
Civic   Auditorium. 


The  cdr-conditioned,  well-lighted  auditorium  is  of  sufficient  size 
and  space  to  accommodate  our  largest  gatherings.  Many  rooms  are 
available  in  the  auditorium  for  smaller  group  meetings.  The  base- 
ment which  is  also  well-lighted  and  air-conditioned  will  hold  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  exhibits.  There  will  be  places  for  "off  the 
record"  and  family  group  meetings.  Eating  places  with  reasonable 
prices,  as  compared  with  other  cities,  are  not  too  far  distant.  An  under- 
ground passage  from  the  basement  of  the  auditorium  connects  with 
the  hotel  lobby  where  there  will  be  places  to  rest  and  visit. 
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8.  Local  Church  Finance. 
Furniture  Club  Room, 
Pantlind  Hotel. 

9.  Pastor's  Association.  Room 
G,  Civic  Auditorium. 

10.  Rural  Life.  Room  327, 
Pantlind  Hotel. 

11.  Young  People.  Black  and 
Silver  Room,  Civic  Audi- 
torium. 

4:30  Women's     Work     Tea.      Blue 
Lounge,  Civic  Auditorium. 

WEDNESDAY    EVENING 
7:30  General  Session.    Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,    Harper   S.   Will. 
Message:    C.  C.  Ellis,  Moder- 
ator. 

THURSDAY   MORNING.   JUNE    15 
7:00  Breakfast    Conference 

Young     People.      Black     and 
Silver     Room,     Civic     Audi- 
torium. 
7:15  Postbreakfast   Conferences 

1.  Brethren  Service.  Mez- 
zanine Lounge,  Pantlind 
Hotel. 

2.  Children's  Workers.  Room 
222.   Pantlind  Hotel. 

3.  Foreign  Missions.  Sadler 
Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

4.  Intermediate  Advisers. 
Continental  Room,  Pant- 
lind Hotel. 

5.  Women's  Work.  Schubert 
Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

8:30  Hour     of     Scripture.      Main 
Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,    Harley   V.   Town- 
send. 

Speaker,  Ernest  F.  Muntzing. 
Topic:      These    Met    Jesus — 
Woman  of  Samaria,  John  4: 
5-26. 
9:30  Business  Session.   Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
11:45  Luncheon    Conferences 

1.  Brotherhood  Fund  Repre- 
sentatives. Fountain  Street 
Baptist  Church. 

2.  Committee  on  Higher  Edu- 
cation. Room  322,  Pantlind 
Hotel. 

THURSDAY   AFTERNOON 
1:30  Hour     of     Meditation.      Main 

Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 

Chairman,  Olden  D.  Mitchell. 

Speaker,  Anna  B.  Mow. 

Topic:   The  Life  of  the  Spirit 

— The  Surrendered  Life. 
2:30  Business  Session.  Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
4:30  Women's     Work     Tea.      Blue 

Lounge,  Civic  Auditorium. 
4:30  Mother    Hubbard    Dinner    for 

Youth.      Black     and     Silver 

Room,  Civic  Auditorium. 


5:00  Pastors'      Dinner.       Fountain 
Street  Baptist  Church. 
Address:       Our      Desperate 
Dilemma,     Dr.     Henry     Hitt 
Crane. 

THURSDAY    EVENING 
7:30  General  Session.    Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,  George  Detweiler. 
Address:       The      Christian's 
Style,  Dr.  Henry  Hitt  Crane. 

FRIDAY    MORNING.    JUNE     16 
7:00   Breakfast    Conference 

Young     People.      Black     and 
Silver     Room,     Civic     Audi- 
torium. 
7:15  Postbreakfast   Conferences 

1.  Brethren  Service.  Mez- 
zanine Lounge,  Pantlind 
Hotel. 

2.  Children's  Workers.  Room 
222,  Pantlind  Hotel. 


3.  Foreign    Missions.      Sadler 
Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

4.  Men's      Work.       Schubert 
Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

5.  Youth    Advisers.      Contin- 
ental Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

8:30  Hour  of  Scripture.  Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 

Chairman,  Jacob  F.  Replogle. 

Speaker,  E.  R.  Fisher. 

Topic:      These     Met    Jesus — 

Cleopas,  Luke  24: 14-35. 
9:30  Business  Session.   Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
11:45  Luncheon  Conference 

Brethren    Service.     Fountain 

Street  Baptist  Church. 

FRIDAY   AFTERNOON 
1:30  Hour  of  Meditation. 

Chairman,    John    C.    Middle- 

kauff. 

Speaker,  H.  L.  Ruthrauff. 
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Africa    Ira  Petre 

California,   Northern    Vernon  Miller,   Lee   Whipple 

California,  Southern,  and  Arizona   Frank  Howell,  H.  L.  Ruthrauff 

Canada,  Western   I.   M.  McCune 

China    Ernest   Wampler 

Colorado    J.    G.   Myers 

Florida  and  Georgia   H.  B.  Heisey 

Idaho  and  Western  Montana Arthur  Baldwin 

Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin   Clarence  B.  Fike,  Wayne  Crist 

Illinois,  Southern   Leland  Emrick,  Ausby  Swinger 

India,  First Premchand  Bhagat,  J.  M.  Blough 

India,  Second    Premchand  Bhagat 

Indiana,  Middle   Leonard  Custer,  Russell  Bollinger,  Russell  Weber 

Indiana,  Northern S.  W.  Longenecker,  R.  A.  Sherman,  C.  C.  Cripe 

Indiana,  Southern Carl  Hilbert,  E.  L.  McCullough 

Iowa,  Middle  . . . .  ^ Earl  F.  Deardorff 

Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota   J.  D.  Kyser 

Iowa,   Southern    A.  Wayne  Carr 

Kansas,  Northeastern   A.  Blair  Helman 

Kansas,  Northwestern   Floyd  Crist 

Kansas,  Southeastern   Dwight  Enberg 

Kansas,  Southwestern   Archie  Patrick 

Mardelq   William  A.  McDaniel 

Maryland,  Eastern    Raymon  E.  Eller,  J.  H.  Hollinger 

Maryland,  Middle Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Paul  M.  Robinson 

Maryland,  Western J.  Emmert  Dettra 

Michigan Emest  Jehnsen,  Ervin  Weaver 

Missouri,  Middle   i W.  H.  Bray 

Missouri,   Northern    Henry  Mankey 

Missouri,  Southern,  and  Arkansas  Glenn  C.  Swinger 

Nebraska    Clinton  Weber 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   Mark  Emswiler 

North  and  South  Carolina   .' Clayton  B.  Miller 

Ohio,  Northeastern Glen  Baird,  J.  Herman  Reinke 

Ohio,  Northwestern  Edgar  G.  Petry,  Paul  Thompson 

Ohio,  Southern Dean  L.  Frantz,  John  D.  Long,  Ray  O.  Shank 

Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico Albert  Williams 

Oregon    Jess  Dunning 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern S.  Clyde  Weaver,  F.  S.  Carper,  J.  Herbert  Miller 

Pennsylvania,  Middle   C.  N.  Ellis,  D.  I.  Pepple,  H.  A.  Whitacre 

Pennsylvania,  Southeastern   John  H.  Musto,  D.  Howard  Keiper 

Pennsylvania,  Southern J.  M.  Danner,  J.  O.  Hassinger,  S.  C.  Godfrey 

Pennsylvania,  Western   Roy  Forney,  Kenneth  Blough,  A.  Rummel 

Tennessee    Glen   W.    Petcher 

Texas  and  Louisiana   M.  L.  Woodhatch 

Virginia,  Eastern    E.   E.  Neff,  O.  R.  Hersch 

Virginia,  First   Ralph  E.  Shober,  Curtis  Miller,  Leland  Moomaw 

Virginia,  Northern Earl  M.  Bowman,  I.  C.  Senger 

Virginia,  Second E.  K.  Ziegler,  Boyd  E.  Cupp,  Homer  Miller 

Virginia,  Southern    Rufus   McDannel,  G.   L.   Bowman,   David  B.  Wampler 

Washington    Vernon  Kinzie 

West  Virginia,  First   M.  L.  Riggleman,  Jesse  Arnold 

West  Virginia,  Second   H.  O.  Poling 


Topic:  The  Life  of  the  Spirit — 

The  Transformed  Life. 
2:30  Business  Session.   Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
4:30  Women's     Work     Tea.      Blue 

Lounge,  Civic  Auditorium. 
5:00  Educational  Dinner.    Fountain 

Street  Baptist  Church. 

Address:      Education  —  For 

What  Life?    Dr.  Conrad  Ber- 

gendoff. 

FRIDAY    EVENING 
7:30  General  Session.    Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,    Warren    D.    Bow- 
man. 

Address:    A  Mind  That  Is  in 
Christ,  Dr.  Conrad  Bergendoff. 

SATURDAY   MORNING.   JUNE    17 
7:00  Breakfast   Conference 

Young     People,     Black     and 
Silver     Room,     Civic     Audi- 
torium. 
7:15  Posibreakfasi   Conferences 

1.  Bethany  Directors.  Parlor 
A,  Mezzanine  Floor,  Pant- 
lind  Hotel. 

2.  Brethren  Service.  Mez- 
zanine Lounge,  Pantlind 
Hotel. 

3.  Children's  Workers.  Room 
222,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

4.  Foreign  Missions.  Sadler 
Room,  Pantlind  Hotel. 

8:30  Hour      of      Scripture.       Main 
Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,     Clarence     Rosen- 
berger. 

Speaker,  W.  W.  Slabaugh. 
Topic:      These    Met    Jesus — 
Paul,  Acts  9: 1-19. 
9:30  Business       Session.        Main 

Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 
11:45  Luncheon    Conferences 

1.  Fellowship  Luncheon  for 
Men's  and  Women's  Work. 
Fountain  Street  Baptist 
Church 

2.  Regional  Boards.  Fountain 
Street  Baptist  Church. 

SATURDAY    AFTERNOON 
1:30  Hour     of     Meditation.      Main 

Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 

Chairman,  Earl  M.  Frantz. 

Speaker,  Robert  L.   Sherfy. 

Topic:    The  Life  of  the  Spirit 

— The  Commissioned  Life. 
2:30  Business  Session.   Main  Floor, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
4:30  Women's     Work     Tea.      Blue 

Lounge,  Civic  Auditorium. 
4:30  Youth       Regional       Meeting. 

Black      and      Silver      Room, 

Civic  Auditorium. 
5:00  Foreign     Mission     Dinner. 

Fountain      Street     Baptist 

Church. 

Address:     Far    Eastern    Hori- 
zons, Dr.  R.  E.  Diffendorfer. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Perhaps  I  was  born  twenty  years 
too  late  or  maybe  I  am  just  plain 
old-fashioned,  but  I  think — and  my 
husband  agrees  with  me — that  four- 
teen is  too  young  for  a  girl  to  start 
going  out  on  dates.  That  is  the  age, 
as  you  have  probably  guessed,  of  our 
daughter  and  she  thinks  she  is  plen- 
ty grown  up  for  it.  What  makes  our 
position  most  difficult  is  the  fact  that 
a  number  of  the  other  girls  her  age 
and  in  her  group  are  dating.  We 
realize  decisions  like  this  have  such 
far-reaching  effects  for  good  or  ill 
in  the  life  of  a  child  and  we  don't 
want  to  make  a  mistake. 

A  Mother. 
Dear    Mother, 

It  is  difficult  to  make  hard  and 
fast  rules  along  this  line  because  of 
the  differences  in  physical,  emo- 
tional, mental  and  spiritual  maturity 
of  people  of  the  same  age,  but  in 
general  I  have  always  felt  that  a 
young  person  should  be  at  least  fif- 
teen before  going  out  on  dates,  and 
then  there  should  be  a  year  of  dating 
in  groups  of  four  or  six  or  more. 

You  are  fortunate  in  two  respects, 
namely,  that  there  are  still  some  in 
the   group   of  her   age   who   do  not 


date,  and  especially  that  your  hus- 
band agrees  with  you.  Agreement 
between  you  and  your  husband  in 
this  matter  assures  his  co-operation 
in  working  on  the  problem. 

I  might  suggest  that  you  try  to 
get  the  parents  of  the  other  young 
people  to  work  with  you  in  planning 
some  wholesome  and  constructive 
group  activities  under  the  direction 
of  a  Christian  married  couple  who 
have  interests  along  this  line.  Open 
your  homes  to  them  for  waffle  feeds, 
taffy  pulls,  ping-pong  and  other 
group  games  and  play  with  them. 

Plan  family  nights  when  the 
whole  family  takes  an  evening  off 
and  plays  together,  works  on  a 
hobby,  or  attends  some  program  to- 
gether. 

Your  daughter  would  also  prob- 
ably appreciate  immensely  her 
father's  taking  her  out  to  dinner  and 
to  a  concert  some  evening. 

Any  amount  of  time  and  planning 
and  effort  you  put  into  this  will  be 
very  rewarding.  And  remember  a 
year  is  not  a  long  time  anymore.  It 
will  be  gone  before  you  know  it  if 
you  really  give  yourselves  to  family 
and  group  happiness  and  well  being. 
Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


SATURDAY    EVENING 
7:30  General  Session.    Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,     Mrs.     V.     F. 
Schwalm. 

Address:    The   Next  Twenty- 
five  Years,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

SUNDAY    MORNING,    JUNE    18 

8:30   Church    School 

1.  Young  People.  Black  and 
Silver  Room,  Civic  Audi- 
torium. 

9:00   2.  Children.    Basement,    Civic 
Auditorium. 

3.  Juniors.  Basement,  Civic 
Auditorium. 

4.  Intermediates.  Red  Room, 
Civic  Auditorium. 

5.  Adults.  Main  Floor,  Civic 
Auditorium. 

10:30   Morning  Worship.  Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,   Wilbur   M.   Bantz. 
Sermon:   Nice  People  or  New 
Men,  Nevin  H.  Zuck. 
2:30  General  Session.    Main  Floor, 
Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,     Joseph     R.     Jen- 
nings. 


Address:    Can  the  Family  Be 
Saved?   Jesse  H.  Ziegler. 
Dramatic     Presentation:      "It 
Takes  a  Heap  o'  Livin'  in  a 
House  t'  Make  It  Home." 
4:00   Brethren   Fellowship. 

This  time  is  set  aside  for  in- 
formal family  and  friendship 
gatherings  in  the   auditorium 
basement  or  elsewhere. 
SUNDAY    EVENING 
7:00   Church     Convocation.      Main 
Floor,  Civic  Auditorium. 
Chairman,  Calvert  N.  Ellis. 
Addresses:      The     Gospel     in 
New   India,   H.   Spenser  Min- 
nich;  Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat. 
Consecration  Service. 
Closing  of  1950  Conference. 
Installation   of  Moderator  for 
1950-51. 
Each      evening      except      Sunday 
after  the  evening  session  there  will 
be  a  film  review  in  the  Black  and 
Silver    Room    of    the    Civic    Audi- 
torium.  At  the  same  time  there  will 
be     a     recreational     fellowship    for 
youth  in  the  YMCA. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  Draft  Again 

The  proposal  is  now  before  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress that  the  draft  be  extended.  The  military 
admits  that  it  is  not  needed  but  they  want 
it  anyhow.  It  helps  to  build  the  conscription 
psychology.  The  groundwork  was  laid  for  it 
carefully.  Enemy  submarines  popped  up  at 
observable  places;  some  planes  got  off  their 
courses  and  were  fired  upon  or  shot  down. 

Instead  of  a  draft,  we  need  serious  peace 
approaches  and  an  all-out  effort  to  find  the 
way  to  world  agreement  and  away  from  world 
jitters. 

Why  do  you  not  write  your  senator  and 
congressman  about  this? 


Raymond  LaRue  has  been  licensed  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Ind. 

Morning  devotions  will  be  broadcast  at  8:05  a.m. 
during  the  week  of  May  29  by  Myron  Horst  over  WCED, 
Du  Bois,  Pa. 

C.  C.  Sollenberger  is  closing  his  work  as  pastor  of 
the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  on  June  1.  His  address  after 
that  date  will  be  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Southern  Ohio  has  accepted  a  goal  of  $53,000  for 
Brotherhood  Fund  giving  for  the  seven-month  period 
ending  Sept.  30,  1950,  and  a  goal  of  $90,000  for  the  year 
beginning  Oct.  1,  1950. 

The  Green  Tree  church  at  Oaks,  Pa.,  plans  to  grow 
sixteen  acres  of  wheat,  twelve  acres  of  corn,  four  acres 
of  soybeans,  3,000  strawberry  plants,  nine  acres  of 
wheat  on  their  Lord's  acre  farm  in  1950. 

Daniel  M.  Long,  pastor  of  the  First  church,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.,  would  like  to  know  of  any  Brethren 
folk  who  have  moved  into  the  city  recently  or  of  any 
who  are  planning  to  move.  His  address  is  3165  Ken- 
wood Ave.,  Indianapolis  8,  Ind. 

The  radio  program.  The  Greatest  Story  Ever  Told, 
has  received  additional  commendations  and  recognitions 
during  another  year  of  broadcasting.  The  New  York 
Times  appraised  it  as  the  best  religious  program  of  the 
year.  Numerous  magazines  awarded  it  the  title,  Best 
in  Radio  for  the  Year. 

A  mass  meeting  will  be  held  at  Camp  Mack,  Ind., 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  4,  beginning  at  2:30  (D.S.T.). 
The  speakers  are  M.  R.  Zigler  and  Ray  Petersime.  On 
Saturday,  June  3,  there  will  be  an  outing  for  displaced 
persons  at  the  camp.  Those  within  reach  are  urged  to 
come  and  fellowship  with  these  people  in  a  potluck 
noon  lunch. 

Bethel  church  at  Carleton,  Nebr.,  will  celebrate  its 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  with  an  all-day  meeting  on 
Sunday,  June  4.  Dr.  Galen  Saylor,  who  was  raised 
in  the  Bethel  church  and  who  is  now  director  of 
secondary  education  at  Nebraska  State  University,  will 
deliver  the  morning  address.  Former  members  and 
friends  are  cordially  invited. 
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William  Longenecker  has  been  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry in  the  West  Greentree  church,  Pa. 

Dr.  Homer  L.  Burke  of  the  Brethren  Service  Project 
at  Castafier,  Puerto  Rico,  now  transfers  his  address  to 
Bremen,  Ind. 

Myron  Horst  has  some  extra  copies  of  the  Memorial 
Anthem  Prayer  which  was  dedicated  to  Bernard  Hol- 
lingshead.  He  will  send  these  without  charge  to  those 
who  desire  them.   His  address  is  Grampion,  Pa. 

First  church,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  extends  an  invitation 
for  any  traveling  through  the  city  to  Grand  Rapids  to 
worship  with  them.  Their  services  begin  at  9:45 
(C.D.S.T.)  for  Sunday  school  and  at  10:45  for  morning 
worship.  The  location  of  the  church  is  on  the  corner 
of  32nd  St.  and  Capitol. 

Anna  E.  Edmonson  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  writes  to 
suggest  that  the  Christian  churches  ought  to  send  mis- 
sionaries to  Berlin  and  to  other  areas  where  they  can 
preach  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  Soviets,  Americans,  and 
Germans  alike.  She  believes  that  only  in  the  acceptance 
of  the  spirit  of  Christ  can  we  find  our  way  to  peace. 

The  Brethren  to  Washington  seminar  held  May  2  to 
5  proved  unusually  successful.  At  least  sixty  people 
attended  portions  of  it,  and  the  average  attendance  at 
sessions  was  over  forty.  Representatives  were  present 
from  eleven  states  and  twenty-one  districts.  Bro.  A. 
Stauffer  Curry  made  the  arrangements  and  directed 
the  seminar. 

Benefits  to  ministers  and  churches  derived  through 
participation  in  the  Brotherhood  Pension  Plan  will  be 
presented  in  a  sectional  meeting  at  Annual  Conference 
at  9:30  a.m.,  June  14.  According  to  the  pension  board's 
secretary,  interested  ministers,  local  treasurers  and 
others  should  find  their  way  to  the  place  of  meeting  in 
Room  324  of  the  Hotel  Pantlind. 

The  magazine.  The  Ohio  Christian  News,  published 
by  the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches,  recently  featured  on 
its  cover  the  Donnels  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Ohio.  It  calls  it  an  outstanding  open  country  church. 
Its  minister  is  Ross  Noffsinger.  The  magazine  reported 
further  that  twenty-two  displaced  persons  have  been 
sponored  by  three  families  in  the  Donnels  Creek  church. 

The  story  of  Bro.  William  E.  Roop  of  Westminster, 
Md.,  was  featured  prominently  in  the  Baltimore  Sun 
magazine  for  May  7.  Pictures  of  his  home  and  varied 
activities  covered  several  pages  and  a  commendable 
write-up  concerning  his  life  and  service  accompanied 
them.  "Get  a  good  start  and  then  live  busily,"  was 
given  as  one  of  his  mottos  and  the  headline  said  that 
his  life  is  a  perpetual  example  of  the  success  of  that 
achievement  formula. 

The  Sacred  Seven  of  the  Old  Testament  should  be 
more  significant  for  the  Brethren  this  year,  says  Harl 
Russell,  secretary  of  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  We  are  in 
a  seven-month  fiscal  year.  The  Brotherhood  Fund  books 
will  be  closed  at  the  end  of  September  this  year.  The 
Brotherhood  financial  year  will  henceforth  be  Oct.  1 
to  Sept.  30.  The  Brotherhood  Fund  needs  $672,000  dur- 
ing these  seven  months  if  the  work  of  the  church  is 
not  to  falter. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Henry  C.  Sanders'  address  as  given  under  Union 
Chapel  on  page  69  of  the  1950  Yearbook  is  incorrect.  It 
should  be  R.  1,  Auburn,  W.  Va. 

The  Curryville  church  near  Woodbury,  Pa.,  which 
burned  recently,  has  elected  a  building  committee  and 
started  the  process  of  rebuilding.  They  will  build  on 
the  present  site  and  the  new  building  will  be  forty 
by  eighty-four  feet. 

W.  Wilfert  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  sends  a  gift  of  ten 
dollars  for  missions  with  this  little  note,  "May  the 
sight  of  this  little  gift  from  a  poor  man  of  ninety-one 
years  of  age  inspire  others  to  similar  gifts.  God  bless 
it  and  all  other  gifts." 

The  Protestant  Radio  Commission  is  furnishing  tele- 
vision with  religious  stories.  One  of  the  first  of  these, 
the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  is  being  enacted 
with  puppets.  It  is  hoped  that  religion  may  find  a  place 
from  the  very  beginning  on  television  and  that  a 
religious  emphasis  might  greatly  strengthen  television 
offerings  which  are  extremely  poor  at  the  present  time. 

John  J.  Myers  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  plans  to  take  a 
bus  to  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference,  leaving 
Harrisonburg  at  7:00  a.m.  on  Monday,  June  12  (rather 
than  Tuesday,  as  previously  announced),  and  arriving 
there  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  cost  of  the  trip  will  be 
$25  for  the  round  trip.  All  the  money  will  go  to  mis- 
sions, none  being  taken  out  for  expenses.  If  you  want 
to  go,  please  write  to  Bro.  Myers  at  Box  169,  Harrison- 
burg,  Va.,   or  telephone   528. 

William  E.  Thompson  of  Dixon,  111.,  writes  to  say 
that  if  Brethren  would  spend  a  little  less  for  coffee, 
for  movies,  for  excess  eating  and  for  smoking  and  would 
give  this  saved  amount  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund,  we 
would  have  more  than  enough  to  go  over  the  top.  He 
points  out,  however,  that  a  better  way  to  raise  money 
for  the  Lord  is  to  increase  the  spiritual  life  of  our 
membership  so  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  giving  back 
to  the  Lord  that  part  which  belongs  to  him. 

A  conference  on  family  living  and  sex  education  is 
to  be  held  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  June  26  to  July  28,  1950.  .This  conference 
is  planned  for  teachers,  group  leaders,  social  workers, 
counselors,  nurses,  parents,  religious  leaders  and  public 
health  workers.  There  will  be  lectures,  demonstrations, 
exhibits,  round-table  discussions,  field  trips  to  institu- 
tions and  agencies,  visual  aids,  and  youth  panels  and 
forums.  Tuition  fee  is  $110,  with  a  registration  fee  of 
$5.00.  For  further  information  address  John  H.  Stokes, 
M.D.,  Director  of  the  Institute,  Hygiene  Building,  34th 
and  Locust  Streets,  Philadelphia  4,  Pa. 

Elizabethtown  College 

Elizabethtown  College  will  graduate  the  largest  class 
in  her  fifty-year  history  on  May  29.  Dr.  Fred  P.  Corson, 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Philadelphia,  will 
address  112  graduates  at  the  forty-eighth  commence- 
ment exercises  to  be  held  in  the  dell. 

Honorary  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  and  Doctor 
of  Science  will  be  conferred  upon  H.  H.  Nye  and 
Dr.  N.  Volney  Ludwick.  H.  H.  Nye,  professor  of  history 
and  political  science  at  Juniata  College,  taught  at  Eliz- 
abethtown from  1916  to  1929  and  served  as  president  in 
1929-30.    He   will   be    honored   for   his   service    to   the 


church  and  to  higher  education.  Dr.  Ludwick,  professor 
of  radiology  and  clinical  professor  of  oncology  in  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  hospital,  is  recognized 
"for  distinguished  service  to  medical  education  and 
to  humanity." 

Hartmut  von  Hentig  of  Berlin,  Germany,  a  member 
of  the  graduating  class,  has  been  awarded  a  fellowship 
in  the  department  of  Greek  language  and  literature  at 
Chicago  University.   His  advance  studies  begin  June  27. 

Eight  graduates  will  enter  theological  seminaries  and 
two   already   are   working    in   pastorates. 

The  new  library,  now  complete  except  for  furnish- 
ings and  landscaping,  will  be  ready  for  use  in 
September. 

Earl  Ziegler  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Stu- 
dent Christian  Movement  for  the  year  1950-51.  He  will 
serve  as  summer  pastor  to  the  Springfield  congregation, 
Pa. 

The  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  summer  session  will 
be  held  July  31 — Aug.  12.  William  M.  Beahm  will  teach 
World  Movements  of  Christianity  and  The  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  Church.  Robert  F.  Eshleman  will  teach  The 
Church  and  the  Rural  Community  and  The  Christian 
Family. 

An  institute  on  race  relations,  June  19-30,  will  be 
sponsored  jointly  by  Elizabethtown  College  and  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission.  Dr.  Alphonse  Hening- 
bury,  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  of  education 
of  Yeshira  University,  Hunter  College,  and  Adelphi 
College,  all  in  New  York  City,  will  offer  a  two  point 
course  in  The  Church  and  Race  Relations. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    Guy    S.    Fern   of    Clearville,    Pa.,    in    the    Cherry    Grove 

church,  Md.,  June  21 — July  2. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Bethel  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church.  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Green  church,  Iowa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Covina  church,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Allentown  church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Okeechobee  church,  Fla. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Bartlesville  church,  Okla. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Old  Furnace  church,  W.  Va. 
'     Five  baptized  in  the  Calvary  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Four  received  by  letter  in  the  North  Liberty  church,  Ind. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Osage  church, 
Kansas. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Sterling 
church,  111. 

Four  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Sipesville 
church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  two  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Ft.  McKinley 
church,  Ohio. 

Twelve  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Lancaster 
City  church,  Pa. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  West- 
ernport  church,  Md. 

Three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Cedar 
Grove  church,  Ohio. 

Twelve  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Calvary 
church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Fourteen  baptized,  seven  received  by  letter  and  two  by  con- 
fession of  faith  in  the  First  church,  York,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  28 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Micah's  Hope  of  God's  Salvation. — 
Micah.  Memory  Selection:  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that 
pardoneth  iniquity,  .  .  .  ?  he  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever, 
because  he  delighteth  in  loving  kindness.    Micah  7 :  18. 

CBYF  Topic  for  May.  "My  Dear  Ego." 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Marian  Buckle 


Wohk,  Play,   TLink, 


Community  service  projects  usually  in- 
clude some  manual  labor,  whether  it  be 
repairing  and  redecorating  churches,  con- 
structing community  buildings  or  building 
playgrounds  and  equipment.  Last  year's 
Students  in  Community  Living  project  at 
Fresno,  Calif.,  rebuilt  a  Negro  widow's 
home  which   had  been  destroyed  by  fire 


A  craft  and  recreational  program 
is  carried  on  in  many  communi- 
ties by  work  campers  throughout 
the  summer  months.  This  picture 
shows  a  phase  of  the  year-round 
program  at  Modesto,  Calif.  Sum- 
mer campers  will  assist  Brethren 
Service  workers  already  partici- 
pating in  this  program  of  com- 
munity service 
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Those  who  participate  in  European  work 
camps  have  the  opportunity  of  working 
and  fellowshiping  with  students  of  other 
nationalities.  Two  Americans  and  two 
Germans  are  shown  above  working  to- 
gether in  clearing  away  rubble  before 
work  can  be  started  on  the  reconstruction 
of  the  bombed  "Gemindehaus"  (community 
house)  you  see  in  the  background 


Helping  to  construct  a  building  which  an 
entire  community  can  utilize  for  recreation, 
crafts,  worship  services,  etc.,  is  a  worthy 
project  in  which  to  participate.  Campers 
at  Greene  County,  Va.,  last  year  assisted 
members  of  the  community  and  year-round 
Brethren  Service  volunteers  in  such  a 
program 


THIS  summer's  first  work  camp 
commences  June  9  at  Fresno, 
Calif.  Others  will  start  from  then 
until  July  2,  when  the  Western  Re- 
gion's two  camps  begin.    A  leader- 


ship institute  will  be  held  the  pre- 
ceding week  for  work  campers  and 
other  interested  people  at  Kearney, 
Nebr. 

If  you  would  like  additional  infor- 


mation regarding  summer  service 
projects  for  1950,  write  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  General  Broth- 
erhood Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
III.,  for  its  summer  service   folder. 


Calls  ^louth  to 
Z>tud\j,  avid   Woiskib 


Work  is  not  the  only  thing  that  is  shared 
by  work  campers.  In  the  evenings  they 
come  together  to  discuss  many  subjects. 
The  sharing  of  ideas  concerning  Christi- 
anity, world  peace  and  international  un- 
derstanding helps  the  campers  to  under- 
stand each  other  better.  The  picture  shows 
the  Hamburg  campers  in  the  midst  of  a 
discussion 


After  the  campers  have  been  working  for 
two  or  three  hours,  they  have  developed 
a  hearty  appetite.  This  is  the  time  when 
some  of  the  campers  have  a  chance  to 
display  their  knowledge  and  skill  in  fixing 
a  tasty  meal.  Jean  West,  a  home  eco- 
nomics teacher  of  Ludlow,  Ohio,  gets 
ready  for  the  hungry  gang  that  will  soon 
be  returning  from  the  work  project  at 
Hamburg-Hamm,  Germany,  last  summer 


Work  camp  would  not  be  nearly  as  mean- 
ingful to  the  campers  if  the  entire  day 
were  spent  in  working  and  thinking  alone. 
Recreation  helps  one  to  relax  and  release 
tensions,  and  good  fellowship  is  derived 
therefrom.  A  group  from  the  Greene  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  camp  of  last  year  play  a  game  of 
volleyball 


Worship  plays  an  important  part 
in  the  activities  of  all  the  sum- 
mer camps.  Last  year's  peace 
institute  at  Camp  Spring  Lake, 
Cordell,  Okla.,  which  work 
campers  attended  before  being 
assigned  to  their  various  camps, 
held  a  very  worshipful  opening 
dedication  service  in  which  a 
number  of  the  group  participated 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


IN  EVERY  corner  of  the  nation 
Brethren  youth  are  already  plan- 
ning high  adventure  for  the  sum- 
mer months  ahead.  From  twenty- 
two  camp  sites  owned  or  leased  by 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  seven- 
teen states  comes  the  invitation  to 
live  in  intimate  Christian  fellowship 
in  God's  great  out-of-doors.  Nearly  a 
thousand  volunteer  workers  are 
already  busy  preparing  plans  for  an- 
other great  year  of  camping  for  the 
nearly  ten  thousand  campers  who 
will  respond  to  this  invitation.  The 
camping  movement  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  indeed  made 
phenomenal  growth  since  its  incep- 
tion in  1924  atop  Tinker  Mountain 
in  Virginia.  Only  those  with 
prophetic  vision  could  see  down 
through  the  years  this  mighty  move- 
ment in  Christian  education  enrich- 
ing the  lives  of  each  succeeding 
generation  of  Brethren  youth. 

Yes,  the  camping  movement  has 
grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  in  these 
twenty-six  years.  We  have  ventured 
into  many  new  avenues  of  camping 
from  the  purely  young  people's  con- 
ference type  of  camping  at  its  be- 
ginning to  the  highly  specialized 
"hilltop  retreats."  We  are,  how- 
ever, just  beginning  to  grasp  in  a 
small  measure  the  significance  of 
the  camp  in  terms  of  its  total 
potential  contribution  to  the  pro- 
gram of  the  local  church.  It  is  at 
this  point  that  we  want  to  see 
definte  results  of  the  influence  of  the 
camps.  Just  how  can  the  camp  be 
made  meaningful  in  the  local 
church? 
Camp    Is   a   Teacher 

Few  of  us  realize  the  potential 
value  of  the  camp  as  an  aid  to  the 
program  of  Christian  education  of 
the  local  church.  Simple  arithmetic 
will  show  us  that  the   boy   or   girl 


So  much  happens  in  a  week  at 
camp  that  there's  hardly  time  to 
write  home  to  the  folks.  But  more 
is  happening  to  Sue  than  she 
could  put  into  words  now,  even  if 
she  did  have  time.  And  some- 
thing will  happen,  too,  in  her 
family,  in  her  Sunday-school  class 
and  in  her  church  when  she  gets 
home. 

Photo  by  Bill  Smith 


who  spends  only  a  five-day  period 
in  a  summer  camp  will  have  spent 
more  than  twice  as  much  time 
there  as  he  spends  in  a  whole  year 
in  his  Sunday-school  class.  The 
camp  provides  a  twenty-four-hour 
day  of  ideal  Christian  environment 
in  which  he  practices  the  principles 
of  Christianity  by  living  them  in  a 
sharing  experience.  Really  effective 
teaching  can  take  place  when  teach- 
er and  student  share  experiences  to- 
gether in  a  real  life  situation.  The 
camp  community  of  common  in- 
terests provides  an  ideal  learning 
situation. 
Camp   Is  Life   Sharing 

One  reason  our  Sunday-school 
teaching  has  so  little  effect  upon 
our  boys  and  girls  is  that  there  is 
seldom  time  enough  for  each  to 
know  the  other  intimately.  Our 
classes  are  often  drawn  from  a  wide 
circle  of  boys  and  girls  with  a  mul- 


titude of  social  connections  and  in- 
terests. We,  as  teachers,  seldom 
really  learn  to  know  our  boys  and 
girls  intimately — so  intimately  that 
they  will  bring  their  interests,  con- 
cerns, and  problems  to  us  to  share 
them.  This  intimate  acquaintance, 
so  necessary  to  establish  confidence 
and  mutual  sharing,  comes  so  much 
more  easily  when  we  are  able  ac- 
tually to  live  with  boys  and  girls 
in  a  life-sharing  situation.  The  camp 
offers  that  opportunity  to  us  as  no 
other  experience  can.  There  the 
boys  and  girls  of  our  classes  share 
cabins  with  us;  share  with  us  the 
common  tasks  of  the  ordinary  camp 
routine;  and  a  fellowship  and  com- 
radeship grow  up,  such  as  could 
scarcely  happen  at  all  in  an  ordinary 
Sunday  morning  teaching  situation. 
Children  Need  Outdoor  Activities 
Intermediate  and  junior  boys  and 
girls  never  forget  the  occasion  of  an 


Making  Camping  Meaningful 
in  the  Local  Church 


Russell  F.  Helstern 

Brookville,  Ohio 
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overnight  or  a  week-end  camp.  The 
earnestness  and  excitement  of  plan- 
ning the  menus  for  the  meals  they 
will  cook  together  become  con- 
tagious. Program  plans  must  be 
made  for  the  hours  spent  at  camp. 
Each  can  share  his  favorite  outdoor 
program  features  in  providing  for 
a  rich  week  end  of  adventure. 
Sources  of  helps  for  planning  over- 
night hikes  and  week-end  camps 
are  almost  limitless.  Certainly  the 
intermediate  teacher  or  leader  who 
fails  to  make  use  of  this  means  of 
enriching  his  program  for  his  group 
is  missing  a  golden  opportunity  for 
building  a  wholesome  and  growing 
fellowship  among  his  boys  and  girls. 
The  problem  of  recruiting  members 
for  our  classes  will  take  care  of  itself 
if  we  provide  a  program  rich  in 
outdoor  activities. 

One  need  not  be  near  the  site  of 
the  established  district  camp  to  plan 
a  program  of  week-end  or  overnight 
camping.  One  community  I  know 
has  planned  a  camp  program  for 
several  years,  using  a  large  barn 
as  their  center  of  activities  and  for 
sleeping  quarters.  The  boys  and 
girls  of  that  community  look  for- 
ward eagerly  to  this  "camping  ex- 
perience" each  year. 
The  Whole  Family  Can  Participate 
It  seems  we  are  more  aware  of 
the  value  of  the  camp  experience  in 
the  lives  of  our  boys  and  girls  than 
we  are  of  its  value  to  adults.  To  the 
trend  of  modern  times  toward 
disintegration  of  the  home  and  the 
increasing  disruption  of  normal, 
wholesome  family  life,  the  family 
camp  offers  a  healthy  antidote.  It 
has  become  almost  the  natural  thing 
for  the  boys  and  girls  and  young 
people  of  our  time  to  seek  their  fun 
and  recreation  apart  from  the  rest 
of  the  family.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to 
plan  family  fun  of  equal  value  and 
interest  to  all  concerned. 

I  am  coming  to  believe  that  the 
family  camp  can  be  the  most  vital 
and  most  strategic  link  in  our  camp- 
ing program  in  so  far  as  its  total 
potential  contribution  to  all  par- 
ticipants is  concerned.  Here  is  a 
pattern  of  wholesome  recreation  and 
creative  living  that  every  member  of 
the  family  can  engage  in  with  equal 
enthusiasm  and  interest. 

Every  church  should  encourage 
at  least  one  family  camp  a  year. 
Real  fellowship  is  engendered  in  a 
family  camp  situation.  Particularly 
is  this  type  of  camp  of  great  value 
to  classes  in  which  there  are  grow- 
ing children.  A  program  of  instruc- 
tion and  recreation  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  various  age  levels  of 
children  under  the  direction  of  the 
mothers  who  take  their  turns  during 
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the  camping  period.  The  adults  en- 
joy lectures  and  discussions  of  in- 
terest and  profit  to  them.  The  work 
of  the  camp — cooking,  dishwashing 
and  so  forth  —  is  co-operatively 
shared  as  in  one  large  family.  The 
possibilities  of  such  a  camp  have 
never  yet  been  fully  explored. 

Some  of  our  smaller  churches 
have  sponsored  an  all-church  camp. 
The  entire  church  is  invited  to  par- 
take in  a  week-end  camp  once  a 
year.  The  Sunday  morning  Sunday 
school  and  church  service  are  held 
at  the  camp.  The  afternoon  is  spent 
in  discussion  and  planned  program 
activities  for  the  children  and  young 
people.  This,  too,  has  proved  a  prof- 
itable experience  for  those  who 
have  participated  in  it. 
Camping  —  a      Necessity,      Not      a 

Luxury 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  respon- 
sibility of  local  boards  of  Christian 
education  to  foster  and  promote 
every  possible  way  of  using  the 
camping  experience  as  an  enriching 
part  of  our  total  program  of  Chris- 
tian education.  It  might  be  well  for 
every  local  board  of  Christian  edu- 
cation to  have  on  it  a  camp  promo- 
tion member  who  will  work  with 
each  department  of  the  Sunday 
school,  suggesting  ways  of  using 
the  camp  program  as  a  part  of  that 
department's  teaching  program. 
Heretofore  we  have  thought  of  the 
camp  as  a  sideline  to  our  Christian 
education  program,  whereas  it 
might  well  become  an  indispensable 
tool  definitely  planned  as  a  part  of 
our  yearly  program. 
Training   for   Leaders 

An  increasing  number  of  our 
local  Sunday-school  teachers  and  of- 
ficers   should    be    drawn    into    our 


summer  camp  program.  Laboratory 
schools  of  camp  leadership  should 
be  provided  for  them  on  the  district 
basis  with  funds  provided  for  such 
schools  from  the  district  board  of 
Christian  education.  Such  schools 
could  be  short-term  affairs  over 
Friday  night  and  Saturday,  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  local  church 
and  Sunday-school  program.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  reasons  for 
our  teachers  failing  to  make  use  of 
the  camping  program  to  a  greater 
extent  are:  first,  the  fact  that  we 
have  chosen  people  to  teach  who 
are  already  too  busy  to  give  the  time 
they  should  to  such  a  program  and, 
second,  the  fact  that  they  are  un- 
familiar with  what  is  involved  in 
such  a  program.  Since  this  seems 
to  be  true,  we  owe  it  to  our  teachers 
to  provide  the  training  necessary 
to  help  them  make  full  use  of  this 
effective  tool  of  teaching. 

There  are  many  of  us  who  believe 
that  the  camp  has  been  the  social 
laboratory  of  the  church  out  of 
which  has  come  much  of  the  pro- 
gressive thought  and  planning  be- 
hind the  great  world  program  of 
relief  and  rehabilitation  supported 
by  our  Brotherhood  today.  The 
church  of  tomorrow  will  need  to 
have  more  vision  and  virility  than 
at  any  time  in  its  history  if  it  is 
to  continue  its  witness  in  an  even 
more  difficult  age.  Let  us  plan  to 
equip  our  young  men  and  young 
women  sufficiently  to  be  competent 
to  face  greater  tasks.  Our  camps 
must  and  can  continue  to  send  out 
even  larger  numbers  of  daring  souls 
who  have  committed  all  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  and  his  kingdom. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 
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Marianne   Michael 

Garkida,  North  Nigeria,  West  Africa 


MAN  is  no  longer  bound  by  the 
borders  of  his  community. 
Even  in  our  country  a  news- 
paper advertises  a  new  air  route 
which  spans  the  narrow  "waist"  of 
Africa  from  west  to  east.  Now  a 
person  can  leave  our  capital  city 
and  in  two  days  be  in  Mecca.  Gone 
are  the  torturous  miles  by  camel 
or  by  foot  across  the  sands,  when 
it  took  years  to  cross  the  Dark  Con- 
tinent. Mecca  will  hearken  to  the 
babel  of  dozens  of  languages  this 
year  as  "the  faithful"  hear  the  call 
to  prayer  in  the  city  of  Mohammed. 
When  Pope  Pius  XII  struck  the 
door  of  St.  Peter's  he  officially 
opened  the  Holy  Year  of  1950,  in 
which  as  many  as  90,000  Roman 
Catholics  may  avail  themselves  of 
every  sort  of  modern  transportation 
leading  to  Rome.    They  will  leave 
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homes  and  friends  and  work  and  go 
out  with  other  pilgrims  from  all  over 
the  world  to  renew  their  faith  in 
God. 

Going  out  this  year,  too,  are  some 
believers  who  are  not  launched  with 
advertisements  and  fanfare.  I  saw 
pilgrims  going  out,  not  to  Mecca  or 
to  Rome,  but  to  tiny  hamlets  whose 
names  have  never  been  heard  be- 
yond the  borders  of  their  province. 
They  were  simple  people,  bare- 
footed, uncouth  in  many  ways, 
possessing  only  a  meager  share  of 
this  world's  goods,  yet  on  their 
black  shoulders  rests  tremendous 
responsibility. 

These  young  Africans  who  leave 
the  mission  stations  to  go  out  into 
new  fields  will  bear  the  burden  of 
evangelization  in  their  areas.  For- 
eign missionaries  can  plan  and  direct 
and  teach  and  pray  with  their  young 
Christians,  but  the  real  pushing  back 


of  the  spiritual  darkness  comes  only 
when  those  young  men  and  their 
wives  set  out  into  new  villages  to 
bear  the  good  news  themselves. 

Many  pilgrimages  will  receive 
greater  publicity  this  year.  Chris- 
tians and  Moslems  alike  will  be 
praying  to  their  God  for  journeying 
mercies  for  their  pilgrims. 

What  determines  the  fruitfulness 
of  the  journey?  One  thing  alone: 
that  the  person  who  is  led  out  by 
the  hand  of  God  and  kept  by  his 
grace,  fulfills  the  mission  to  which 
he  is  aspiring. 

Pray  without  ceasing  for  our 
young  pilgrims.  They  are  sur- 
rounded on  every  hand  by  Moham- 
medanism and  paganism.  They  have 
a  background  of  only  a  few  years 
of  Christian  influence.  Yet  on  the 
success  of  their  journey  may  rest 
the  future  of  the  Christian  world. 
They  dare  not  fail! 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Married   a  Minister 

Her  Special    Interests 


Mrs.   Paul  B.   Studebaker 


IN  A  little  country  grove  near  my 
childhood  home  in  Indiana  stands 
the  church  where,  one  August 
Sabbath  morning,  I  knelt  beside  my 
minister  husband  and  was  duly  in- 
stalled into  the  ministry.  "Take  my 
life  and  let  it  be  consecrated,  Lord, 
to  thee,"  sang  the  congregation, 
softly,  and  I  rose  to  receive  the 
blessing  of  the  church,  little  realiz- 
ing what  the  church  expected  of  me. 
Now  after  thirty  active  years  of 
pastoral  work  I  know  what  specific 
service  I  have  enjoyed  rendering 
whether  I  attained  certain  goals  or 
not. 

I  discovered  that  my  husband 
needed  in  me  an  interested  listener 
and  partner  in  sharing  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  a  parish,  that  our  home 
would  become  a  workshop  where 
the  total  program  of  the  church 
would  be  visualized  and  organized. 
To  find  the  best  talent  of  the  church 
family  to  man  the  various  offices, 
it  became  almost  second  nature  to 
study  people.  We  became  talent  ex- 
plorers. When  in  our  first  pastorate 
no  aid  president  seemed  available, 
the  answer  came  among  the  appli- 
cants for  baptism. 

It  was  fun  to  gather  materials 
for  programs  and  classify  them  so 


that  a  busy  teacher  had  only  to  ask 
for  a  needed  story,  picture,  costume 
pattern  and  it  was  ready  and  some- 
times to  write  the  play  with  the  em- 
phasis desired  at  that  particular 
time.  It  was  fun  to  take  a  struggling 
class  of  junior  highs  and  help  them 
double  their  attendance.  There  were 
long  nature  hikes,  thrilling  camping 
experiences  and  active  club  interests 
on  week  days  after  school.  How 
the  young  adult  classes  who  said, 
"No  one  wants  us,"  rallied  when 
someone  did  want  them. 

It  was  encouraging  to  take  a  look 
at  records,  watching  how  attend- 
ance and  mission  giving  grew 
through  the  years.  It  was  indeed 
gratifying  to  note  the  increase  in 
Sunday  evening  worship  when  one 
used  a  number  of  people  in  the  pro- 
gram. Yes,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
get  ten  to  work  but  how  much  more 
satisfying  than  to  break  trying  to 
do  the  work  of  ten. 

One  of  the  interesting  experiences 
of  the  minister's  wife  comes  in  the 
launching  of  a  new  home,  helping 
to  plan  the  wedding,  if  it  is  in  the 
parsonage.  At  a  church  wedding  it 
has  sometimes  been  my  task  to 
anchor  the  boutonniere  since  the 
groom  and  best  man  were  usually 


too  nervous  to  do  it.  Sometimes  it 
is  a  needle  and  a  thread  of  just 
the  right  shade,  when  someone  has 
stepped  on  the  bridesmaid's  gown 
or  a  snap  has  slipped  off  the  bridal 
robe.  Maybe  the  florist  failed  to 
deliver  the  flower  girl's  basket  and 
that  little  maid  needed  a  story  to 
take  her  mind  off  the  delay. 

There  is  the  home  dedication  ma- 
terial to  be  gathered  and  arranged, 
the  silver  anniversary  and  the  gold 
to  be  planned.  What  a  privilege  it 
has  been  to  share  in  all  these  home 
life  experiences,  from  the  opening 
of  tiny  baby  eyes  to  the  walking 
through  the  valley,  invoking  the 
benediction  of  the  church. 

The  children  of  our  family  came 
first  in  my  interest  in  their  forma- 
tive years.  It  was  a  real  adventure 
to  welcome  them  one  by  one.  In- 
stead of  being  a  confining  experi- 
ence, it  proved  to  be  the  door  that 
opened  our  understanding  to  the 
struggles,  the  disciplines,  the  eco- 
nomic hardships  and  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  the  loved  families  of  our 
parish.  Even  on  that  dark  Novem- 
ber day  when  our  second-born  son,  a 
lad  of  seven,  slipped  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  we  clasped 
the  hands  of  many  parents  who  had 
suffered  a  like  heartache. 

During  those  years  when  home 
duties  claimed  first  place,  it  was 
good  to  share  experiences  with 
other  young  mothers  in  child 
psychology  classes  in  the  com- 
munity; out  of  this  sharing  came  the 
opportunity  to  write  articles  and 
stories  for  the  encouragement  of 
others.  "Tell  us  another  story"  came 
not  only  from  the  lips  of  my  chil- 
dren but  also  from  little  ones  of  the 
church  family.  One  evening  an 
eight-year-old  upon  being  asked  the 
nature  of  the  Sunday  evening  class 
replied,  "Oh,  we  talked  about  Jesus 
and  then  had  stories.  You  know, 
mother,  Mrs.  Studebaker  is  just 
thick  with  stories." 

If  you  peeped  at  a  page  from  my 
diary,  you  would  see  the  picture  of 
a  singing  family,  choring  to  the  tune 
of  the  great  hymns  of  the  church, 
the  big  blackboard  in  the  spacious 
parsonage  kitchen  becoming  a  mini- 
ature schoolroom,  the  living  room 
resounding  at  evening  with  fun 
and  frolic,  games  and  candy  mak- 
ings. Once  a  motherless  girl  who 
spent  a  few  years  in  our  home  in 
learning  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament    said,    "Galatians,    Ephe- 
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Moy  Gwong   Han 
of  South  China 


A  short  letter  has  recently  reached  America  from  Toy 
Shan,  South  China,  stating  that  Bro.  Moy  Gwong  passed 
away  on  March  10,  1950.  Mrs.  Moy  Gwong  was  ill  at 
the  time  the  letter  was  sent.  This  meager  information 
comes  as  a  sudden  word  to  many  friends  in  America. 
It  is  hoped  that  further  details  will  come  soon. 


MOY  GWONG  came  to  America 
as  a  young  man  and  worked 
as  a  laundryman  along  with 
other  young  men  from  the  Sunning 
District  of  Kwangtung  Province, 
China.  Then  he  came  in  touch  with 
Christian  workers  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  began  to  attend  the 
Chicago  Chinese  Sunday  school,  be- 
came interested  in  Christianity  and 
joined  the  church.  Later  he  at- 
tended Manchester  College  and  was 
graduated  in  1920  with  an  A.B.  He 
entered  fully  into  college  and 
church  life.  He  was  a  member  of 
several  deputation  groups  which 
frequently  visited  churches  in  the 
Central  Region  and  he  also  went 
to  many  churches  alone.  Every- 
where he  went  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem.  While  still  in  college  he  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry.  His  mes- 
sages were  the  expression  of  his 
deep  appreciation  for  his  new-found 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 


In  1920,  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  South  China  and  the  Mission 
Board  asked  him  to  work  in  Sun- 
ning District.  He  served  with  those 
who  had  opened  church  work  at 
Shan  Tai  as  early  as  1918.  Together 
they  worked  among  the  families 
and  relatives  of  Chinese  men  who 
had  come  to  America  to  find  work. 
The  Chinese  Christians  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  America 
gave  to  the  support  of  this  work 
in  China.  The  church  and  a  school 
were  established  and  there  was  a 
steady  growth  in  membership. 

After  ten  years,  Moy  Gwong  came 
back  to.  the  United  States  for  a  year. 
Again  his  visits  among  the  churches 
were  appreciated.  People  were  in- 
terested to  hear  about  the  growth 
of  the  church  at  Shan  Tai,  near  Toy 
Shan. 

During  the  past  nineteen  years, 
Moy  Gwong  has  directed  the  work 
of  the   church   in   Shan  Tai  in   co- 


sians,  Philippians,  Galoshes!"  Once 
our  minister  daddy  wrote  "cow"  on 
the  top  of  his  Christmas  list.  And 
he  really  got  a  cow  for  Christmas, 
too.  Afterward,  it  was  fun  to  look 
in  the  little  bowl  in  the  cupboard 
and  find  the  missionary  money  for 
the  Junior  Church  League  project, 
for  I  made  cottage  cheese  which  the 
little  daughter  sold  to  the  neighbors. 
Then,  there  were  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences to  which  we  took  the  whole 
family,  five  of  us.  It  meant  sacrifice 
but  it  was  not  without  rewards. 
Once  the  oldest  boy,  now  a  busy 
pastor  of  a  thriving  church,  said, 
"I  owe  my  interest  in  the  church  to 
the  fact  that  my  parents  took  me 
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along  to  Annual  Conference." 

I  recall  as  a  little  girl  watching 
the  applicants  after  baptism  being 
welcomed  into  the  church  with  a 
fervent  handclasp.  I  longed  for  the 
day  when  I  could  be  among  those 
who  performed  that  act.  But  now 
many  pastoral  duties  have  fallen  to 
my  happy  lot:  standing  beside  my 
husband  and  greeting  the  church 
family  on  Sabbath  mornings,  calling 
in  the  homes,  assisting  in  building 
the  devotional  life  with  counsel  and 
prayer,  and  above  all  bringing  joy 
to  those  who  look  toward  the 
sunset.  There  are  birthdays  to  re- 
member, good  books  to  share,  little 
children  who  need  help  as  we  climb 
the  altar  stairs  toward  God,  and 
gardens  to  plant  with  flowers. 


operation  with  the  local  church 
board  and  the  school  staff.  The  in- 
fluence of  Bro.  Moy's  work  has  been 
felt,  not  only  among  the  members 
of  his  own  community  but  among 
the  peoples  of  other  denominations. 
Various  groups  looked  to  him  as 
their  leader.  The  Church  of  Christ 
in  China  has  respected  his  leader- 
ship and  requested  that  there  be 
closer  co-operation  and  affiliation 
between  them.  Moy  Gwong  was 
known  all  over  the  area  as  a  good 
pastor  and  a  diligent  worker. 

Bro.  Moy  Gwong  was  the  father 
of  a  fine  family.  He  and  his  wife, 
Aou  Su  Ping, .  gave  diligent  atten- 
tion to  the  training  of  their  children. 
One  daughter  is  married  and  living 
in  Rhode  Island,  U.S.A.  Two  daugh- 
ters are  teachers  in  a  college  in 
Canton,  China,  while  the  fourth 
daughter  has  just  finished  her 
nurse's  training.  One  son  is  an  X- 
ray  technician  in  a  Canton  Hospital 
and  the  younger  son  is  planning  to 
take  medical  training. 

When  the  members  of  the  deputa- 
tion visited  in  South  China  in  1948, 
they  felt  that  the  work  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Moy  Gwong  commended 
itself  in  a  remarkable  way.  It  was 
refreshing  and  stimulating  to  visit 
in  the  school  and  see  the  273  chil- 
dren active  in  study  and  play,  and 
it  was  inspiring  to  worship  together 
with  280  members  of  the  Shan  Tai 
church.  At  that  time  it  was  hoped 
that  within  the  next  couple  years, 
Bro.  Moy  Gwong  might  return  to 
America  for  another  visit  among 
the  churches  before  his  retirement 
from  active  service. 

Because  of  his  sudden  death  the 
churches  in  America  will  not  have 
the  benefit  of  his  presence  among 
them,  and  the  church  in  China  has 
lost  a  leader  and  a  good  man. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Tipping   and  Annual   Conference 

Since  we  have  held  Annual  Con- 
ference in  larger  cities  the  problem 
of  tipping  in  restaurants  and  hotels 
has  presented  itself.  At  Orlando, 
Fla.,  the  townspeople  were  reported 
to  have  said,  "The  Brethren  came  to 
Florida  with  the  Ten  Command- 
ments in  one  hand  and  a  ten-dollar 
bill  in  the  other  and  were  deter- 
mined not  to  break  either."  We  do 
not  tip  at  home,  why  tip  away  from 
home? 

In  Europe  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent 
is  automatically  added  to  the  bill 
under  the  label  service.  Conse- 
quently there  is  no  indecision  about 
tipping.  It  is  like  the  sales  tax; 
we  pay  it  or  else.  In  America  some 
companies  pay  their  employees  less 
money  because  they  are  allowed  to 
keep  the  tips  they  make.  If  we  do 
not  tip  these  persons,  we  cause  them 
to  be  underpaid. 

There  is  something  we  owe  people 
we  meet,  especially  the  people  who 
serve  us.  Some  of  it  is  money  but  it 
goes  beyond  monetary  values.  Jesus 
said,  "Give  to  everyone  who  asks." 
How  about  those  who  expect  even  if 
they  do  not  ask?  But  does  that 
necessarily  mean  money?  Maybe  if 
we  treated  a  waitress  as  a  human 
being,  a  child  of  God,  and  not  as 
part  of  an  assembly  line  belt,  she 
would  not  miss  a  tip.  Tipping  is  a 
mechanical,  class  perpetuating  prac- 
tice. Anyone  can  engage  in  it.  But 
spreading  genuine  cheer  and  happi- 
ness, restoring  people's  faith  in 
humanity,  opening  the  eyes  of  work- 
ing people  to  love  and  beauty  are 
contagious  religion  and  basic  Chris- 
tianity. If  we  have  the  love  of 
Christ  in  our  hearts  toward  all  our 
fellow  men,  tipping  will  not  be  a 
serious  problem  at  Grand  Rapids  for 
the  Brethren. — Don  Snider,  Elgin, 
HI. 

East  Fairview  Church  Dedication 
in  Eastern  Pennsylvania 

Dedicatory  services  for  the  new 
church  at  East  Fairview,  Pa.,  were 
held  on  March  5,  with  Bro.  R.  W. 
Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College 
as  guest  speaker.  His  topic  was 
Urgency   of   the   Christian   Witness. 

More  than  1,000  persons  attended 
the  services.  Bro.  Howard  A. 
Merkey,  pastor  of  the  church,  re- 
ported that  a  collection  amounting 
to  $3,000  was  received  during  this 
service  and  placed  into  the  $85,000 
building  fund  project. 

Services  were   also  held  on  Sun- 


day morning  with  Bro.  H.  G. 
Fahnestock  of  Pine  Grove,  a  former 
member  of  the  congregation,  as 
guest  speaker.  On  Sunday  evening 
Bro.  J.  Stanley  Earhart  of  the 
Leamersville  church,  East  Freedom, 
was  the  speaker. 

Sunday's  services  ended  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  church,  located 
west  of  Manheim.  This  is  the  second 
church  the  congregation  has  had 
since  it  was  founded  in  1902.  After 
ground-breaking  ceremonies  last 
spring,  the  congregation  worshiped 
in  the  Kreider  church,  White  Oak 
congregation.  —  Esther  D.  Sander, 
Manheim,  Pa. 

General 

Religious    News  .  .  . 

Baptist  Churches  Hold  Interracial 
Service 

An  interracial  service  begun  three 
years  ago  by  Calvary  Baptist  church 
and  the  Negro  Shiloh  Baptist 
church,  N.  J.,  as  an  "experiment  in 
Christian  fellowship,"  was  held  for 
the  fourth  time.  The  Rev.  S.  How- 
ard Woodson,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Shiloh 
church,  told  an  overflow  congrega- 
tion at  Calvary  church  that  "Chris- 
tianity provides  the  common  ground 

About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


upon  which  all  men  may  meet." 
"A  religion  to  be  valid  ought  not 
just  do  something  for  us  but  it  ought 
also  do  something  to  us,"  he  said. 
"I  believe  it  ought  to  save  us,  for 
we're  powerless  to  do  that  for  our- 
selves. I  feel  it  ought  to  do  some- 
thing to  our  characters.  It  ought  to 
make  us  seek  to  understand  one 
another  better  and  appreciate  the 
intrinsic  worth  of  all  men. 


Sees  Ecclesiastical  Isolationism 
Doomed 

Ecclesiastical  isolationism,  like  na- 
tional isolationism,  is  doomed,  Bish- 
op John  Dixon,  of  the  Montreal 
Anglican  Diocese,  said  at  an  ecu- 
menical service  for  Protestants  of  all 
denominations. 

"If  Christians  cannot  exhibit 
brotherhood,  secular  churches  spring 
up  which  witness  to  fellowship  if 
only  on  a  national  plane,"  the  bishop 
warned.  "The  very  word  com- 
munion is  being  taken  from  us  by 
the  disciples  of  Marx,  who  find  in 
it  a  secret  of  a  life  of  corporate 
solidarity. 

"No  longer  can  the  doctrine  of  the 
church,  or  indeed  the  church  itself, 
be  taken  for  granted.  The  rival 
secular    churches    of    our    age    will 


The  Friendly  Story  Caravan.  An- 
na Pettit  Broomell.  Lippincott.  263 
pages.    $2.75. 

This  book  is  the  successor  to  two 
earlier  collections  of  Quaker  stories, 
The  Children's  Story  Garden  and 
The  Children's  Story  Caravan.  It 
contains  stories  found  in  both  the 
others  as  well  as  new  stories  from 
many  authors.  The  stories  in  this 
book  make  ideals  of  right  living 
understandable  and  attractive  to 
older  junior  boys  and  girls.  —  Hazel 
Kennedy. 

The  Marriage  Handbook.  J.  T.  and 
M.  G.  Landis.  Prentice-Hall,  1948. 
513  pages.    $3.50. 

Unlike  many  modern  books  on 
marriage  which  present  limited 
counsel  and  background  of  facts, 
this  book  gives  a  full  and  reliable 
fund  of  helpful  information,  based 
on  years  of  scientific  study  by  quali- 
fied authors.  It  could  be  read  with 
interest  and  profit  by  young  people 
planning  marriage,  by  the  newly 
married,  and  by  older  married  cou- 
ples. The  philosophy  of  marriage 
is  sound  and  the  prospect  held  for 
successful  and  happy  adjustments 
is    good.     This    book    should    be    in 


all  college  libraries  and  would  be 
excellent  resource  material  for  study 
courses  on  various  phases  of  mar- 
riage study. — Ida  S.  Studebaker. 

Comfort  From  Calvary.  H.  P.  Al- 
mon  Abbott.  Cloister  Press.  90 
pages.    $1.00. 

An  interesting  study  of  the  seven 
last  words  of  Jesus.  It  is  helpful 
in  some  of  its  insights,  yet  lacks 
a  little  of  the  freshness  and  creative 
approach  it  might  have;  but  it  is 
a  valuable  little  volume.  Being 
pocket-size,  it  would  be  convenient 
to  carry  and  to  share  with  the  sick. 
— Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

The  Gospel  and  Our  World. 
Georgia  Harkness.  Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury.    126  pages.   $1.50. 

A  searching,  creative  and  inspir- 
ing book.  Miss  Harkness  is  truly 
at  her  best  as  she  attempts  to  di- 
agnose the  present  condition  of  the 
church,  pointing  up  weaknesses  and 
ills,  but  offering  constructive  sug- 
gestions in  the  present  situation. 
Not  a  comforting  book  for  one  who 
feels  that  all  is  well  in  the  present 
Christian  forces. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 
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fulfill  our  function  of  brotherhood 
if  we  fail  to  do  so  and  go  on  breaking 
the  first  law  of  the  communion  of 
the  Holy  Spirit — that  ye  love  one 
another." 

Berlin  Church  Women  Denounce 
Rearmament  Proposals 

Proposals  for  German  rearmament 
were  denounced  here  in  a  joint  state- 
ment issued  by  the  Protestant  Wom- 
en's League  of  Berlin  and  the  Ger- 
man Catholic  Women's  Organization. 

"Wars  can  never  solve  internation- 
al conflicts,"  the  statement  said,  "but 
will  result  only  in  a  mass-dying  of 
soldiers  as  well  as  of  the  civil  popu- 
lation. The  survivors  would  be 
plunged  into  unimaginable  misery." 

The  statement  added  that  the  Ger- 
man women  trust  in  the  insight  and 
intelligence  of  their  husbands,  sons, 
fathers  and  brothers  that  none  of 
them  will  "offer  his  hand  to  such 
a  dangerous  development." 

It  concluded  by  appealing  to  the 
peoples  of  the  world  to  solve  their 
controversies  by  negotiation  or 
through  arbitration  authorities. 

Protestant  Newspaper  Group 
Incorporates 

A  decree  of  incorporation  of  the 
Protestant  Publishing  Corporation 
was  granted  by  Judge  John  F.  Cook 
of  the  Jackson  County  circuit  court, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Incorporation  was  petitioned  for 
by  Leslie  J.  Lyons,  Kansas  City  law- 
yer and  vice-president  of  the  organ- 
ization, in  behalf  of  the  board  of 
managers  elected  recently  at  a  na- 
tional Protestant  meeting  held  in 
Kansas  City. 

Purposes  of  the  corporation  are 
outlined  as  establishing,  operating, 
publishing  and  circulating  a  weekly 
Protestant  newspaper.  The  news- 
paper thus  established  may  be  pub- 
lished at  any  place,  or  places,  as  the 
board  of  managers  may  provide,  the 
incorporation  provides,  including 
countries  other  than  the  United 
States.  Funds,  capital,  earnings  and 
profits  would  be  used  in  improving 
and  expanding  other  fields  of  Prot- 
estant communication,  the  incorpo- 
ration provisions  explain. 

The  Protestant  corporation  plans 
to  buy  and  operate  The  Protestant 
Voice,  a  publication  owned  by  Dr. 
Homer  Gettle  and  David  Hogg  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Publication  of  the  national  news- 
paper, which  will  have  local  edi- 
tions, will  start  as  soon  as  $650,000 
has  been  obtained. 


Request  for  Conference  Lodging  in  Downtown  Hotels 

(Rates  for  rooms  in  the  Pantlind  or  other  downtown  Grand  Rapids  hotels  begin  at 
$3.50  for  single  with  bath;  $4.50  for  double  with  bath;  $6.50  for  twin  beds  with  bath. 
Extra  beds  in  rooms  at  rates  ranging  from  $12.00  for  three  persons  to  $18.00  for  eight. 
This  blank  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Brunette  of  the  Pantlind  Hotel.  Accommodations  else- 
where than  in  downtown  hotels  should  be  requested  from  the  Grand  Rapids  Convention 
Bureau.) 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Brunette,  Pantlind  Hotel,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Please  make  room  reservations  in  the  Pantlind  or  other  downtown  hotels 

for person(s)  attending  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Conference,  June 

13-18. 

We  will  need room(s)  with  ...'.....  bed(s)  to  accommodate person(s). 

room(s)  with bed(s)  to  accommodate person(s). 

We  plan  to  arrive  on  (date)  and  to  leave  on  (date)  

Daily  rate  preferred  $ Remarks  :.„ _ 

Name      

Street  or  Route  

City  Zone  State  
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Man  Has  Loyalties  Beyond  the 
State 

Calling  upon  the  member  churches 
of  the  World  Council  to  stand  firm 
against  the  danger  of  totalitarianism, 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council,  meeting  in  Chichester,  Eng- 
land, in  July,  passed  the  following 
resolution  on  religious  liberty. 

The  Central  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  meeting 
at  Chichester,  is  deeply  disturbed 
by  the  increasing  hindrances  which 
many  of  its  member  churches  en- 
counter in  giving  their  witness  to 
Jesus  Christ.  Revolutionary  move- 
ments are  on  foot  and  their  end 
no  man  can  foresee.  The  churches 
themselves  must  bear  no  small  part 
of  the  blame  for  the  resentments 
among  the  underprivileged  masses 
of  the  world,  since  their  own  efforts 
to  realize  the  brotherhood  of  man 
have  been  so  weak.  But  justice  in 
human  society  is  not  to  be  won  by 
totalitarian  methods. 

We  call  upon  all  men  to  consider 
this  truth:  a  peaceful  and  stable 
order  can  be  built  only  upon  founda- 
tions of  righteousness,  of  right  rela- 
tions between  man  and  God  and 
between  man  and  man.  Only  the 
recognition  that  man  has  ends  and 
loyalties  beyond  the  state  will 
ensure  true  justice  to  the  human 
person.  Religious  freedom  is  the 
condition  and  guardian  of  all  true 
freedom.  We  declare  the  duty  and 
the  right  of  the  church  to  preach 
the  Word  of  God  and  to  proclaim 
the  will  of  God.  We  appeal  to  the 
churches  to  interpret  and  apply 
God's  will  to  all  realms  of  life.  We 
warn    the    churches    in    all    lands 


against  the  danger  of  being  ex- 
ploited for  worldly  ends.  In  the 
countries  where  the  state  is  antago- 
nistic to  the  Christian  religion  or, 
indeed,  wherever  full  religious  free- 
dom is  denied,  we  ask  all  Christians 
to  remember  that  the  liberty  which 
they  receive  from  their  Lord  cannot 
be  taken  away  by  the  violence  or 
threat  of  any  worldly  power,  or  de- 
stroyed by  suffering.  Therefore,  we 
urge  the  churches  to  bear  clear  cor- 
porate witness  to  the  truth  in  Christ 
and  their  ministers  to  continue  to 
preach  the  whole  gospel.  We  urge 
all  Christians  to  stand  firm  in  their 
faith,  to  uphold  Christian  principles 
in  practical  life  and  to  secure  Chris- 
tian teaching  for  their  children. 

All  who  bear  the  Christian  name 
must  be  true  to  the  living  God.  God 
calls  us  all  to  pray  earnestly  for  one 
another  and  to  be  faithful  at  all 
seasons  in  our  personal  witness.  In 
loyalty  to  the  Word  that  sounded 
forth  from  Amsterdam  we  shall 
"stay  together,"  in  the  certain 
knowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord. 
"Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  has  made  you 
free." 

105,000  Attend  Boston  Revival 
Meetings 

A  total  of  105,000  persons  attended 
an  18-day  revival  campaign  con- 
ducted here  by  a  31 -year-old  evan- 
gelist, Dr.  Billy  Graham,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Harold  John 
Ockenga,  pastor  of  the  Park  Street 
church,  which  sponsored  the  meet- 
ings. Dr.  Ockenga  said  there  were 
3,000  conversions  as  a  result  of  the 
campaign. 


Arrangements  had  been  made  to 
resume  the  revival  meetings  when 
Dr.  Graham  and  his  co-workers  re- 
turned to  Boston  and  twelve  New 
England    cities,    Dr.    Ockenga    said. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  cam- 
paign was  held  at  Boston  Garden, 
where  a  capacity  attendance  of  16,- 
000  was  reported.  Dr.  Ockenga  said 
another  10,000  had  to  be  turned 
away. 

He  announced  that  more  than 
10,000  prayer  meetings  would  be  in- 
stigated "for  a  tremendous  spiritual 
awakening  in  New  England"  before 
the  beginning  of  the  second  phase 
of  the  campaign. 

Referring  to  a  fifty-day  revival 
recently  conducted  by  Dr.  Graham 
in  Los  Angeles,  Dr.  Ockenga  said: 
"Revival  fires  have  now  been  felt 
on  both  coasts,  3,000  miles  apart. 
Boston  and  its  suburbs  have  not  been 
shaken  for  God  in  this  way  in  this 
generation."  A  total  of  250,000  per- 
sons heard  Dr.  Graham  preach  in 
Los  Angeles. 

During  his  visit  here  the  young 
evangelist  offered  the  opening 
prayer  at  a  session  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts state  legislature. 


Anniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  and  Mrs.  F.  G.  Edwards  of  Twin 
Falls,  Idaho,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  with  open  house  at  their 


home  March  25,  1950.  Many  beautiful 
flowers,  gifts  and  greeting  cards  were  re- 
ceived by  the  couple. 

They  were  married  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Shultz, 
near  Lebo,  Kansas,  March  25,  1900.  They 
lived  on  a  farm  for  five  years.  Later  Mr. 
Edwards  followed  the  carpenter  trade  and 
also  became  a  railway  mechanic.  In  1903 
Bro.  Edwards  was  called  to  the  ministry 
and  served  churches  in  the  free  ministry 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  from  1910  to 
1930  did  pastoral  work.  In  1911  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  eldership  at  Mt.  Ida,  Kansas. 
in  the  meantime  he  also  qualified  as  a 
drugless  physician,  serving  in  this  capacity 
in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  Sister  Edwards  has  ably  supported 
him  in  his  work  in  the  church,  the  home 
and  his  office. 

All  of  their  children  were  present  for  the 
occasion.  They  are:  Mrs.  B.  F.  Waas  of 
Humboldt,  Ariz.,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Albee  of 


Emmett,  Idaho,  and  Merland  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  They  also  have  seven  grand- 
children and  two  great-grandchildren. — 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Albee,  Emmett,  Idaho. 

Devilbiss-Smilh. — Maurice  Devilbiss  and 
Julia  G.  Smith,  March  4,  1950,  by  Bro. 
Samuel  Harley.  at  his  home. — Mrs.  Mau- 
rice Devilbiss,  Medford,  Md. 

Dennis-Slorrie. — Floyd  Dennis  and  Helen 
M.  Storrie,  both  of  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,  in  the  church  parsonage,  April  22, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  H.  Miller, 
New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Herring-Casteel. — Walter  O'Neil  Herring 
of  Accident,  Md.,  and  Geraldine  G.  Cas- 
teel  of  Friendsville,  Md.,  March  22,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home, — Ross 
Speicher,  Accident,  Md. 

Johnson-Hayes. — Richard  Johnson  and 
Janice  Hayes,  both  of  Modesto,  Calif.,  in 
the  Waterford  church,  March  25,  1950,  by 
Rev.  Gilmore  and  the  undersigned. — Leo 
H.  Miller,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Keener-Stilely. — Mark  Keener  of  Ha- 
gerstown,  Md.,  and  Betty  Lou  Stitely  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Longmeadow 
church,  Jan.  8,  1950,  by  Bro.  H.  R.  Row- 
land.—;Pearl  Petre,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

KIuzek-Loffell. — Robert  Kluzek  and  Lula 
Loffell,  both  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  April  8, 
1950,  in  the  Seattle  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— D.  F.  Dierdorff,  Everett,  Wash. 

Laursen-Gross. — Otto  Laursen  of  Eaton, 
Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Susanna  Gross  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  March  26,  1950,  in  the  West  Milton 
church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Edgar 
G.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Morehouse-Dunwiddie. — Glen  Morehouse 
of  Milford,  Ind.,  and  Vera  Dunwiddie  of 
Bluffton,  Ind.,  April  9,  1950,  in  the  Old 
Salem  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church,  Linn  Grove,  Ind.,  by  Rev.  George 
Holston,  Kokomo,  Ind. — Mrs.  Damaris 
Morehouse,  Milford,  Ind. 

Myers-Lee. — Robert  B.  Myers  and  Ella  I. 
Lee,  both  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  26,  1949, 
in  the  First  church,  Baltimore,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.'— Jacob  F.  Replogle,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Nelzley-Hubata. — Wallace  D.  Netzley 
and  Lorilee  N.  Hubata,  both  of  Covina, 
Calif.,  April  2,  1950,  in  the  Glendora 
church,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — Galen 
K.  Walker,  Glendora,  Calif. 

Pitts-Holler. — Richard  Pitts  and  Rachel 
Holler,  both  of  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  Sept.  11, 

1949,  in  the  Brick   church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— O.  D.  Werking,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Reps-Boynlon. — Douglas  Reps  and  Dar- 
lean  Boynton,  both  of  Lewiston,  Minn., 
April  15,  1950,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  by  Rev.  E.  L.  Michaels. — Mrs. 
William  E.  Wright,  Utica,  Minn. 

Schwanke-Barkley.  —  Gerald  Schwanke 
and  Louise  Barkley,  both  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  March  20,  1950,  in  the  Greensburg  par- 
sonage, by  the  undersigned. — J.  C.  Beahm, 
Gfantsville,  Md. 

Stoui-Beli. — Murray  Stout  and  Lucille 
Belt,    both   of   Hagerstown,    Ind.,    April    9, 

1950,  in  the  Brick  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— O.  D.  Werking,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Sloui-Breneman. — Philip  Stout  of  Ha- 
gerstown, Ind.,  and  Doris  Breneman  of 
New  Lisbon,  Ind..  June  26,  1949.  in  the 
Brick  church,  by  the  undersigned. — O.  D. 
Werking,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Strite-Pelre.— Glen  Strite  and  Martha 
Petre,  both  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Dec.  25, 
1949,  at  the  bride's  home,  by  Bro.  H.  R. 
Rowland.— Pearl  Petre,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Strite-Reese.— Ellis  Strite  and  Eloise 
Reese,  both  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  at  the 
bride's  home,  Sept.  6,  1949,  by  the  groom's 
father,  Cyrus  L.  Strite. — Pearl  Petre,  Ha- 
gerstown, Md. 

Strile-Royer. — Laban  Strite  and  Hazel 
Royer,  both  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  at  the 
Broadfording  church,  April  7,  1950,  by  Bro. 
H.  R.  Rowland. — Pearl  Petre,  Hagerstown, 
Md. 

Tusing-Mefford. — Calvert  M.  Tusing  and 
Dorothy  M.  Mefford,  both  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  April  9,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Bal- 
timore, by  the  undersigned. — Jacob  F.  Rep- 
logle, Baltimore,  Md. 

VanCampen-Smith. — Henry  VanCampen, 
Jr.,  and  Violet  C.  Smith,  both  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  April  14,  1950,  in  the  Grand 
Rapids  church,  by  the  undersigned. — R.  C. 
Wenger,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Samuel  H.  Garsl.  M.  D. 

Samuel    H.    Garst,    son    of    Brother    and 

Sister  S.  H.  Garst,  was  born  Sept.  3,  1906, 

near  Blountville,   Tenn.,   and  died   Feb.  7, 

1950,     in     Staunton, 

Va. 

He  received  his 
education  at  Hol- 
ston Institute  High 
School,  Bridgewa- 
ter  College  and  the 
school  of  medicine 
of  the  University  of 
Virginia.  After 
graduation  from 
medical  school,  he 
served  four  years 
first  as  assistant 
surgeon  and  then 
as  resident  surgeon 
in  the  Baltimore 
City  hospital. 
Though  offered  an  instructorship  in 
surgery  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  he 
chose  to  practice  his  profession.  In  1935 
he  located  in  Staunton,  Va.  In  1938  he  was 
elected  to  membership  in  the  American 
College  of  Surgeons. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years,  Dr.  Garst  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Tenn.  His  high  qualities  as  a 
Christian  were  recognized  by  all  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

On  April  14,  1937,  he  was  married  to 
Julia  Barber,  and  to  them  was  born  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth.  His  wife  and  daugh- 
ter and  his  parents  survive  him. 

King's  Daughters'  hospital,  on  whose 
staff  Dr.  Garst  served,  has  established  a 
medical  library  in  the  new  hospital  as  a 
memorial  to  him.  In  its  development  will 
be  used  the  money  given  the  hospital  in 
lieu  of  flowers  at  his  funeral. — From  an 
article  prepared  by  the  men  with  whom 
he  worked. 

Elder  J.  J.  Shaffer 

Joseph  J.,  son  of  Hiram  and  Frances 
Berkebile  Shaffer,  was  born  Nov.  22,  1872, 
in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  died  Feb. 
15,  1950,  at  his  home  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Juniata  College  in 
1896.  He  had  served  as  a  minister  and 
elder  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
over  fifty-seven  years.  He  entered  the 
ministry  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He 
served  as  pastor  in  five  congregations  and 
was  very  prominent  in  evangelistic  work 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  ministry.  Bro. 
Shaffer  served  on  Standing  Committee 
several  times  and  was  always  interested  in 
the  affairs  of  the  church. 

His  first  marriage  was  to  Clara  Rieman, 
who  preceded  him  in  death  thirty-six 
years  ago.  Later  he  married  Elizabeth 
Rieman,  who  survives.  He  is  also  sur- 
vived by  the  following  children:  Reiman 
of  Clearwater,  Fla.,  Elbert  of  Tyrone,  Pa., 
Emmert  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Stuckey  of  Altoona,  Pa.;  ten  grandchil-  • 
dren,  one  brother,  Frank,  and  a  sister, 
Clara  Shaffer,  both  of  Hooversville,  Pa. 
Two  daughters  and  one  son  preceded  him. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Car- 
son Valley  church  by  Brethren  D.  I.  Pep- 
ple  and  C.  Russell  Snyder.  Burial  was  in 
the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Chester 
Hoover,  Duncansville,  Pa. 

Annie  Brown  Miller 

Annie  Miller,  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Mary  Kifer  Brown,  was  born  near  Wood- 
bury, Pa.,  March  9,  1860,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hartman 
of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  March  25,  1950. 

Sister  Miller  lived  a  life  of  faithfulness 
and  of  service.  She  became  a  Christian  at 
an  early  age  and  taught  Sunday  school  for 
many  years.  She  was  a  diligent  reader  of 
the  Bible,  having  read  it  through  many 
times.  Their  home  was  always  open  to 
visiting  ministers,  evangelists  and  mission- 
aries. She  and  her  husband  were  active  in 
home  mission  work. 
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In  1880  she  was  married  to  Elder  John 
B.  Miller  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  To  .this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  Mrs.  Ruth  Hartman 
and  Kenton,  both  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  and 
Professor  Brown  Miller  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
A  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Simmons,  preceded 
her  in  death.  Also  surviving  are  eight 
grandchildren,  fourteen  great-grandchil- 
dren, one  great-great-grandchild  and  one 
brother. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mar- 
tinsburg Memorial  church  by  Bro.  C.  O. 
Beery,  assisted  by  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Dry  Hill  cemetery, 
Woodbury,  Pa.— Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Martins- 
burg, Pa. 

Joseph  U.  Burkhari 

Joseph  U.  Burkhart  was  born  near  New- 
ville,  Pa.,  Sept.  14,  1868,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son  in  Shippensburg,  Pa., 
March  2,  1950. 

In  1893  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Nannie  Foglesanger,  who  died  in  1940.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  daughters  and 
five  sons. 

Bro.  Burkhart  had  been  a  farmer-minis- 
ter for  many  years.  In  1900  he  united  with 
the  Ridge  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  in  that  church  in 
1909.  He  not  only  ministered  faithfully  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  that  congregation 
as  long  as  health  permitted,  but  he  will  be 
remembered  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  ministering  to  the  physical  needs  of 
folks  in  that  community.  He  with  mother 
knew  what  it  meant  to  sacrifice  of  their 
means  and  time  for  the  church  they  loved 
and  served. 

He  is  survived  by  the  following  children: 
Arthur  R.,  Jesse  W.,  William  and  Mrs. 
John  Boaz,  all  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  and 
Mrs.  John  F.  Graham  of  Buena  Vista,  Va. 
Also  surviving  are  seventeen  grandchil- 
dren, ten  great-grandchildren,  and  one 
sister,  Mrs.  James  Bower  of  Berkeley, 
Calif. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Barbour  funeral  home  in  Shippensburg,  by 
Bro.  Robert  Cocklin,  assisted  by  Brethren 
Ross  Murphy  and  James  Heckman.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Ridge  cemetery. — Mrs. 
John  F.  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Mary  E.  Shepherd 

Mary  E.  Wright  Shepherd,  widow  of 
John  T.  Shepherd,  was  born  Feb.  9,  1863, 
in  Catawba  Valley,  Va.,  and  died  Jan.  25, 
1950,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs. 
George  Garman  of 
Nokesville,  V  a  . 

Nearly  all  of  her 
life  was  spent  in 
Catawba  Valley. 

In  1886  she  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  John  T.  Shep- 
herd, and  to  this 
union  eleven  chil- 
dren were  born. 
Her  husband  and 
two  daughters  pre- 
ceded her  in  death. 
Sister  Shepherd 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  the  Johnsville  congregation 
at  an  early  age  and  was  very  active  all  of 
her  life,  doing  all  she  could  to  promote 
Christianity  in  her  community  and  open- 
ing her  home  to  those  who  worked  in 
the  church.  She  will  always  be  remem- 
bered for  her  loyalty  to  her  family  and 
her  church,  and  for  her  hospitality,  gen- 
tleness and  radiant  Christian  life.  Her 
reserved  gentle  manner  and  kindly  under- 
standing of  others,  together  with  her 
serene  faith  and  profoundly  religious 
beliefs,  made  her  a  constant  inspiration 
and  help  to  all  those  whom  she  knew. 

She  is  survived  by  nine  children:  Mrs. 
George  Garman  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  Mrs. 
Maston  K.  Moorman,  Frank,  Luther,  Paris, 
all  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Marshall  of  Sebring, 
Fla.,  Claude  and  William,  both  of  Cataw- 
ba Valley,  Va.,  and  Oscar  of  North  Caro- 
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lina;   thirty-four  grandchildren  and  forty 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Peters 
Creek  church,  by  Brethren  O.  S.  Garber 
and  E.  B.  Martin.  Burial  was  in  the  Cedar 
Lawn  cemetery. — Mrs.  George  E.  Garman 
and  Mrs.  Maston  K.  Moorman,  Roanoke 
Va. 

Benjamin  F.  Hochsieiler 

Benjamin  Franklin,  son  of  David  and 
Emma  Miller  Hochstetler,  was  born  in 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  15,  1888,  and 
died  at  his  home,  April  6,  1950. 

He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  an  early  age  and  was  called  to  the 
ministry  by  the  church  in  1910.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Ada  Swinehart,  who  survives  him. 

Also  surviving  are  three  sons,  Laysel  and 
Evan,  both  of  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  and  Merrill 
of  Danville,  Ohio;  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Zuma  Cline  of  Danville;  five  grandchil- 
dren; three  sisters,  Mrs.  Ida  Boyd  of  Mil- 
lersburg,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Elve  Baker  of  Je- 
romsville,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Effie  Hochstetler 
of  Columbus,  Ohio;  four  brothers,  Melvin 
of  Apple  Creek,  Ohio,  Harry  of  Orrville, 
Ohio,  Henry  of  Adamsville,  Ohio,  and  Orin 
of  Millerburg,  Ohio. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  North 
Bend  church  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  church  cemetery. — John 
A.   McCormick,   Danville,   Ohio. 

Hoodless,  Louis  C,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Emily  Hoodless,  was  born  in  Fulton  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  died  at  his  home  near  Scran- 
ton,  Ohio,  April  14,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  He  is  survived  by 
one  sister,  four  nephews  and  one  niece. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Biehl 
and  Malone  funeral  home  in  Scranton  by 
Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie.  Interment  was  in  the 
Fulton  union  cemetery.  —  Gertrude  E. 
Guthrie,  Metamora,  Ohio. 

Leatherman,  Miranda  Bertha  Feaster, 
wife  of  William  Jessie  Leatherman,  was 
born  March  21,  1869,  near  Antioch,  W.  Va., 
and  died  March  16,  1950.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  many  years  ago. 
She  had  been  an  invalid  for  the  past  few 
years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Knobley  church  for  thirty-five  years.  She 
is  survived  by  two  daughters,  three  sis- 
ters, three  brothers,  six  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Knobley  church  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Elder  L.  H. 
Fike.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cem- 
etery.— B.  B.  Ludwick,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Marliny,  Viola  Jane,  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1867,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Martiny 
Township,  Mich.,  April  2,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
several  years.  She  is  survived  by  one  son, 
one  daughter,  four  grandsons  and  one 
granddaughter.  Services  were  held  by 
her  pastor,  Bro.  John  L.  Van  Meter.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Martiny  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Leslie  Van  Westrienen,  Big  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Meckley,  Samuel  N.,  was  born  Feb.  11, 
1876,  and  died  March  22,  1950.  His  only 
son  died  about  six  months  ago.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  and  four  grandchildren. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Nissley  funeral  home 
by  Bro.  Abram  Eshelman.  Burial  was  in 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  cemetery  north  of  Mt. 
Joy. — Mrs.  Ezra  E.  Hess,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Schwab,  William  Clayton,  son  of  William 
and  Eliza  Schwab,  was  born  April  2,  1872, 
at  Lanark,  111.,  and  died  at  the  Lutheran 
hospital  in  Hampton,  Iowa,  April  1,  1950. 
On  July  21,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sovilla  Schrock  at  a  double  marriage 
ceremony.  Both  couples  lived  to  celebrate 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1945. 
Mr.  Schwab  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age .  of  seventeen  years. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in 
1907.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
children,  eight  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandchild, two  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Union 
Ridge  church  by  the  undersigned,  his  pas- 
tor, assisted  by  Rev.  Elton  Miller  of  Ven- 
tura, Iowa. — John  W.  Johnson,  Chicago, 
111. 

Slifer.    Otho,    son    of   Martin    and    Clara 


Shaffer  Slifer,  was  born  at  Sharpsburg, 
Md.,  Nov.  10,  1860,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1950,  at 
his  home  in  Hagerstown,  Md.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1884  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Laura  J.  Fahrney, 
who  preceded  him  in  death.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  daughters  and  one  son, 
who  survive.  On  March  25,  1905,  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  at  the  Man- 
or church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Long- 
meadow  church  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Manor 
church  by  Brethren  Elmer  Rowland  and  J. 
Rowland  Reichard.  Burial  was  in  the 
Manor  cemetery. — Pearl  Petre,  Hagers- 
town, Md. 

Sloniker,  James  Rufus,  son  of  Elder  Ja- 
cob and  Josephine  Sloniker,  was  born  Oct. 
31,  1896,  at  Palestine,  Ark.,  and  died 
March  14,  1950,  in  the  hospital  near  his 
home  at  Point  Pleasant,  N.  J.  He  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Burr  Oak,  Kansas,  when  thirteen  years 
old.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Viola, 
two  daughters,  four  granddaughters,  two 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Burial  was  in  the 
Woodlawn  cemetery  near  his  home  at 
Point  Pleasant. — Mrs.  Anna  Sloniker  Lund- 
quist,  Frankfort,  Mich. 

Speicher,  Henry  Milton,  son  of  John  P. 
and  Catherine  Beeghley  Speicher,  was 
born  in  Accident,  Md.,  Oct.  2,  1875,  and 
died  Feb.  26,  1950.  He  was  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  former  Sadie 
Gnagey,  four  daughters,  one  brother,  one 
son  and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Brethren  O.  P.  Fike  and  Ar- 
thur Scrogum.  Interment  was  in  the  local 
cemetery. — Kathryn  A.  Speicher,  Accident, 
Md. 

Teter,  James  Stephen,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Rachel  Armanda  Teter,  was  born  near 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  March  28,  1869,  and  died 
April  8,  1950,  at  Denver,  Colo.  He  was 
married  to  Sadie  Anderson  on  July  31, 
1904.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  three  sons,  five  grandchildren, 
one  sister  and  two  brothers.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  Services  were  held  by  the  un- 
dersigned at  the  dinger  funeral  parlors  in 
Denver.  Interment  was  at  Crown  Hill. — 
I.  J.  Sollenberger,  Aurora,  Colo. 

Van  Westrienen,  Harvey  G.,  son  of  Peter 
and  Maude  Van  Westrienen,  was  born  at 
Muskegon,  Mich.,  Feb.  28,  1898,  and  died 
in  the  University  hospital,  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  Dec.  1,  1949.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Dec.  23, 
1919,  he  was  married  to  Gladys  Smith  at 
Woodland.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
eight  daughters,  two  sons  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  held-  from  the 
Carr  funeral  home  in  Big  Rapids  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  John  L.  Van  Meter. — Mrs.  Les- 
lie Van  Westrienen,  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

Vore,  Chloe  D.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Alice  Miller,  was  born  at  Cairo,  Ohio,  Jan. 
6,  1880,  and  died  at  her  home,  March  21,  | 
1950.  On  May  28,  1899,  she  was  married 
to  J.  A.  Vore.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, two  sons  and  four  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Pleasant  View  church,  of  which  she  was  a 
member.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near 
by. — Edgar  G.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Whistler,  Walter  Clark,  son  of  Harry  and 
Maude  Kelso  Whistler,  died  at  his  home, 
March  30,  1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Truth  Seekers  Sunday-school  class  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Huntsdale,  Pa. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Huntsdale 
by  Bro.  O.  J.  Hassinger.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  James  Ott,  Car- 
lisle, Pa. 

Witle,  Ethel  B.,  wife  of  Rudolph  Witte,| 
was  born  Jan.  5,  1892,  and  died  March  25, 
1950.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
son,  one  grandson  and  two  sisters.  She, 
her  husband  and  her  son  were  baptized  i 
on  Dec.  21,  1936.  Funeral  services  werel 
held  at  the  Chambers  funeral  home  in 
Riverdale,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  cemetery  in  Balti-! 
more,  Md. — Lee  A.  Weaver,  Hyattsville,  I 
Md. 
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Florida 
Miami. — We  have  enjoyed  having  many 
visitors  in  our  church  this  winter.  On  Feb. 
26  Bro.  R.  C.  Brumbaugh  showed  pictures 
taken  on  the  Brethren  tour.  Seeing  Europe 
With  a  Purpose.  Our  young  people  or- 
ganized a  Builders'  class,  their  aim  being 
to  improve  the  church.  We  held  our  semi- 
annual council  meeting  on  March  19,  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  C.  E.  Bower,  presiding.  We 
enjoyed  having  the  men's  chorus  from 
Bridgewater  College  with  us  on  April  8. 
One  person  was  baptized  on  Easter. — Mrs. 
J.  E.  Jones,  Miami,  Fla. 

Illinois 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — Special  pre- 
Easter  services  were  held  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  evenings  and  on  Good  Fri- 
day evening  we  had  our  communion  serv- 
ice. The  church  was  crowded  on  Easter 
morning.  We  had  a  children's  program 
and  a  dedication  service  for  babies.  On 
Easter  evening,  after  a  short  service,  the 
young  people  presented  a  play  entitled 
The  Unlighted  Cross.  We  have  thirteen 
babies  on  our  cradle  roll. — Lilian  Dama, 
Chicago,  111. 

Walnut  Grove. — Our  pastor  informed  us 
at  a  special  council  that  he  was  intending 
to  leave  in  the  spring.  Plans  were  dis- 
cussed for  obtaining  someone  to  take  his 
place  here.  After  the  council  we  had  a 
program  recalling  the  work  of  the  ones 
who  labored  so  sacrificially  for  the  church 


in  ages  past.  Some  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  women's  rally  at  Decatur  on 
March  18  and  the  men's  work  meeting. 
Sister  K'an  was  with  on  March  19.  Our 
Easter  meetings  were  held  by  Bro.  Byron 
Dell  of  the  Biblical  Seminary  in  Chicago. 
He  came  on  Thursday  and  returned  to 
Chicago  on  Sunday  evening.  Our  pastor 
and  his  family  have  moved  to  the  Romine 
church. — Maranda  Ridgely,  Parkersburg, 
111. 

Indiana 
Flora. — Our  church  met  in  regular  coun- 
cil on  April  5.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  Harlan 
Smith,  was  chosen  to  represent  the  church 
at  Annual  Conference.  The  church  voted 
to  send  a  representative  to  the  music  con- 
ference at  Grand  Rapids  preceding  An- 
nual Conference.  The  Dixie  Four  quartet 
from  station  WIBC  at  Indianapolis  pre- 
sented a  program  in  our  church  on  Feb.  5; 
this  was  sponsored  by  the  Altruist  Sunday- 
school  class.  A  county  leadership  training 
school  was  sponsored  by  the  county  minis- 
terial association  and  was  held  in  our 
town  for  five  evenings  in  February.  Bro. 
R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  College  was 
one  of  the  teachers  of  the  school.  The 
laymen  of  our  churches  in  town  spon- 
sored a  "go  to  church"  campaign  from 
March  5  until  Easter.  This  has  increased 
the  attendance  and  interest  in  our  church 
services.  On  March  23  we  observed  our 
annual  birthday  and  family  night  supper 
in  the  church  basement.  At  the  close  of 
the  evening  service  on  Palm  Sunday  ten 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.    Our  father  and  son  banquet  was 


Wedding   Certificates   and   Booklets 

The  certificates  and  booklets  described  below  have  been 
selected  for  their  beauty  and  appropriateness.  Each  is  in 
an  envelope. 

Our    Wedding    Treasure 

Beautifully  lithographed  cover  and  pages.  In  addition  to 
the  certificate  there  is  space  for  recording  guests  and  gifts. 
Some  pertinent  Bible  verses  are  attractively  printed  in  it. 
Each,  30c;  $3.00  a  dozen. 

Marriage  Certificate 

Folded  heavy  paper.  Front  cover  neatly  lithographed  in 
several  colors.  Bible  verses,  hand-lettered,  on  left-hand 
inside  fold.  Certificate,  also  hand-lettered,  on  right  side. 
Size,  5V2  by  7%  inches.   Each,  12c;  dozen,  $1.20. 

Our  Wedded  Life 

Printed  in  color  on  a  fine  grade  of  wedding  stock.  Contains 
twelve  pages  of  designs,  Bible  texts  and  the  certificate. 
Size,  43A  by  6V2  inches.  Each,  18c;  dozen,  $1.80. 

Our  Bridal  Day 

Cover  of  ivory  vellum.  Twelve  pages  in  gold,  black  and 
red.  Bible  verses,  quotations,  marriage  certificate,  and  blank 
pages  for  guests'  names  and  bridal  gifts.  Size,  5x/2  by  7 
inches.  Each,  25c;  dozen,  $2.75. 

Our  Wedding   Day 

An  exceptionally  attractive  booklet.  Illustrations  in  full 
color.  Neatly  engraved.  Five  pages  of  Bible  texts,  cer- 
tificate, space  for  names  of  guests  and  a  record  of  bridal 
gifts.  Each,  30c;  dozen,  $3.00. 
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held  on  April  7.  Our  women's  society  has 
made  comforters  for  relief  and  is  doing 
some  quilting. — Etta  Stinebaugh,  Flora, 
Ind. 

Maple  Grove. — We  met  in  a  business 
meeting  on  April  1,  with  Elder  Albert 
Harshbarger  presiding.  We  are  planning 
to  have  our  love  feast  on  the  evening  of 
June  25.  Our  evangelistic  meeting  will  be 
held  in  August.  We  decided  to  buy  new 
songbooks  in  the  near  future.  The  women's 
work  group  made  two  comforters  for  relief 
since  our  last  report.  On  April  2  a  group 
from  the  New  Hope  and  Fairview*  churches 
met  with  us  for  an  all-day  CBYF  meeting 
with  Bro.  Harshbarger  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. Their  next  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Brown  County  State  Park  on  July  2.  On 
the  evening  of  March  19  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  met  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  C.  Mitchel  in  honor 
of  their  sixty-eighth  wedding  anniversary. 
—Dora  Mitchel,  Clay  City,  Ind. 

Osceola. — Our  church  program  is  mov- 
ing forward  under  the  guidance  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Edward  Stump,  and  his  wife. 
Several  new  members  have  been  received 
into  our  church  by  baptism  recently.  We 
had  pre-Easter  meetings  conducted  by  our 
pastor.  The  young  people  presented  a  play 
on  the  evening  of  Aprii  9.  Our  communion 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  6.  Bro. 
Joseph  Whitacre  will  conduct  our  fall  re- 
vival Oct.  2-15  and  our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Oct.  2.  The  ladies'  aid  sewed  for 
the  Austrian  hospital  relief  and  also  made 
several  comforters.  The  men  and  boys' 
fellowship  organization  has  a  project  of 
putting  out  twenty  acres  of  popcorn.  We 
observed  Race  Relations  Sunday  with  Rev. 
White  and  the  men  singers  of  South  Bend 
presenting  the  program. — Blanche  Wind- 
bigler,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Hill.— On  Jan.  29  Brethren  J.  S. 
Flory  and  Russell  Sherman  met  with  us 
to  hold  an  election  for  the  licensing  of  Bro. 
Raymond  La  Rue  to  the  ministry  for  one 
year.  We  installed  a  new  oil-burning  fur- 
nace in  January.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  May  7.  We  will  have  dinner  at  the 
church  and  afternoon  preaching  services. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  making  comfort- 
ers for  reliefs — Alice  Longenecker,  Churu- 
busco,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Valley. — On  Jan.  29  a  group  of 
young  people  from  Manchester  College 
had  charge  of  our  morning  and  evening 
meetings.    On  Feb.  5  members  of  the  Elk- 
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ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


LOVE  FEASTS 

Illinois 

June  4, 

7   pm,    Cherry   Grove. 

Indiana 

May  27, 

Liberty  Mills. 

May  27 

8  pm,   New  Salem. 

June   3, 

Camp   Creek. 

Iowa 

May  28, 

7:30  pm,  Mt.  Etna. 

Maryland 

May  28, 

7  pm,  Piney  Creek. 

Ohio 

May  28 

7:30  pm,  Eagle  Creek. 

Pennsylvania 

May  27, 

1:30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 

May  27, 

2  pm,  Akron. 

May  27 

28,   10:30   am,   Antietam. 

May  27, 

28,  10 :30  am,  Upper  Codorus,  Black 

Rock 

house. 

May  28, 

7:30  pm,  Ridge,   Fogelsanger. 

May  30, 

31,  Chiques. 

June  4, 

10:15  am  and  6  pm,  Codorus. 

June  4, 

7  pm.  Middle  Creek. 

June  4, 

7:30  pm,  Mechanic  Grove. 
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THIS,  MY  BROTHER 

by  Argye  Briggs,  is  a  gripping  story  and 
psychological  and  spiritual  study  of 
Josh  Kenyon,  of  his  family,  and  of  the 
people  who  draw  liquid  wealth  from 
the  oil  basins  below  the  Texas  earth. 
It  tells  how  Josh — the  boy  and  the  man 
— through  a  variety  of  experiences 
which  tested  his  soul,  found  the  day- 
break of  a  new  peace  which  overcame 
hatred  and  brought  tolerance  and  re- 
spect and  love.  Price,  $3.00. 
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hart  City  Brethren  church  presented  a 
temperance  play.  We  met  in  council  on 
the  afternoon  of  March  12,  with  Elder 
Homer  Schrock  presiding.  Our  love  feast, 
a  joint  meeting  with  the  Middlebury  con- 
gregation, will  be  held  on  the  evening  of 
May  11.  Our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence is  Bro.  Homer  Schrock,  and  our 
delegate  to  district  meeting  is  Herold 
Hershberger.  Bro.  Petre  of  the  Rock  Run 
congregation  presided  at  our  love  feast. 
Bro.  Homer  Schrock  handed  in  his  resig- 
nation to  take  effect  on  Sept.  1.  Several  of 
our  women  attended  the  women's  rally  at 
Goshen  on  March  30.  Our  collection  on 
the  Sunday  of  the  Great  Hour  of  Shar- 
ing amounted  to  forty  dollars.  We  also 
took  a  collection  amounting  to  thirty-one 
dollars  for  a  heifer  for  relief.  We  lost  two 
of  our  oldest  sisters  by  death. — Mrs.  Lizzie 
Berkey,  Middlebury,  Ind. 

Plymouth. — We  met  in  our  regular  quar- 
terly council  meeting  on  March  1,  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  Gerdes,  presiding.  We 
voted  to  install  Brother  and  Sister  Otto 
Burroughs  to  the  office  of  deacon  together 
with  the  three  other  couples  who  had  been 
elected  previously.  Installation  services 
for  the  new  deacons  and  their  wives  were 
held  on  March  12.  The  Plymouth  church 
has  a  100%  Messenger  club.  Brethren  Mer- 
lin Cassell  and  Gilbert  Becker  were 
elected  as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Sister  Goldie  Rohrer  was  elected 
as  our  delegate  to  the  music  workshop 
conference  to  be  held  the  week  prior  to 
Annual  Conference.  An  Easter  sunrise 
service  was  held  at  our  church.  In  the 
morning  the  choir  presented  an  Easter 
cantata.  On  the  evening  of  Jan.  29  Bro. 
Medford  Neher  of  Ohio,  who  painted  the 
murals  in  the  Quinter  Memorial  audito- 
rium at  Camp  Mack,  was  guest  speaker. 
He  showed  slides  and  spoke  on  the  his- 
tory of  the  church.  Our  pastor  has  been 
engaged  in  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meet- 
ing at  the  Middlebury  church,  Ind.  On 
March  26  we  were  happy  to  have  with  us 
the  deputation  team  from  Manchester  Col- 
lege. Bro.  Allen  Weldy  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  men's  meeting  on  March  27. 
On  March  26  open  house  was  held  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Wolfgang  Wilfert,  in 
honor  of  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniver- 
sary. On  Feb.  7  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  with 
us  both  afternoon  and  evening.  On  March 
19  a  film  entitled  The  Shepherd  of  India 
was  shown.  Ten  women  from  our  church 
attended  the  women's  rally  at  Goshen  on 
March  30.  Our  church  gave  canned  meat 
for  the  boys'  school  at  Kaltenstein.  Bed- 
ding was  sent  to  the  T.B.  hospital  in  Aus- 
tria. On  Feb.  26  Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz  showed 
slides  and  gave  a  travelogue  of  his  visit 
to  Europe.  On  April  1  the  choir  from 
Manchester   College   presented   a   program 


30 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


of  religious  music. — Mrs.  Frank  Markley, 
Plymouth,  Ind. 

Upper  Deer  Creek. — We  met  in  council 
on  April  11,  with  Elder  Milo  Huffman  pre- 
siding. We  had  the  misfortune  of  having 
our  church  catch  fire  on  Feb.  19.  It  was 
only  with  the  prompt  help  of  fire  depart- 
ments, neighbors  and  friends  that  it  was 
saved.  Much  more  damage  was  done  than 
the  insurance  will  cover.  Since  it  has  been 
impossible  to  have  services  in  our  own 
church,  many  of  our  members  have  been 
attending  Sunday  school  and  morning 
worship  at  other  churches.  We  have  been 
meeting  in  the  homes  on  Sunday  evenings 
for  preaching  services.  We  are  planning 
to  have  the  work  completed  so  that  we 
can  have  dedication  services  on  April  30. 
Church  officers  for  the  year  were  elected 
and  plans  made  to  have  a  summer  pastor 
again  this  year.  Our  aid  meets  each  month 
and  is  helping  with  the  expenses  of  the 
church. — Grace  Walker,  Galveston,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Sheldon. — Our  pastor  is  teaching  an  eve- 
ning class  on  church  membership  to  six 
young  people.  Our  pastor  attended  the 
Sunday-school  conference  in  our  county. 
We  met  in  council  on  March  20,  Three 
special  evening  meetings  were  held  dur- 
ing Holy  Week  and  our  love  feast  was 
held  on  Good  Friday  evening.  On  Good 
Friday  afternoon  the  Sheldon  ministerial 
association  held  a  three-hour  service  with 
Bro.  Rolston  and  Bro.  Gahm  participating. 
The  aid  made  several  quilts  this  winter 
and  packed  used  clothing  for  relief.  Their 
annual  election  of  officers  was  held  on 
April  6.  Plans  have  been  made  for  the 
McPherson  a  cappella  choir  to  present 
their  concert  in  the  Sheldon  community 
building.— Mrs.  Harold  Evans,  Sheldon, 
Iowa. 

Kansas 

Quinter. — Our  church  welcomed  a  fam- 
ily of  three  DP's  into  our  community  in 
January.  About  seventy-five  young  people 
from  the  northwestern  and  southwestern 
districts  attended  a  recreational  retreat, 
which  was  held  here  Feb.  17  and  18  under 
the  direction  of  the  McPherson  College 
recreation  council  and  their  sponsor,  Bro. 
Milton  Dell.  Our  district  fieldman,  Bro. 
W.  H.  Yoder,  delivered  the  morning  mes- 
sage on  Feb.  19  and  used  the  topic.  The 
Church  and  the  Brotherhood  Program,  for 
the  evening  service.  The  World  Day  of 
Prayer  service  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  other  churches  of  our  town.  A  men's 
work  group  has  been  organized  and  the 
members  have  assumed  the  support  of  our 
DP  family.  Eight  dining  tables  have  been 
constructed  and  repairs  made  on  tables  in 
the  children's  department.  Raymond 
Flory  and  Joe  Shelly  of  McPherson  were 
the  guest  speakers  at  a  recent  men's  meet- 
ing. Much  interest  has  been  shown  in  the 
Sunday     evening     services     which     were 


started  on  March  5  with  a  varied  pro- 
gram. The  sound  films,  Like  a  Mighty 
Army  and  Journey  Into  Faith,  and  a  film 
on  relief  work  in  Europe  have  been  shown 
recently.  The  two  groups  of  women's 
work  have  been  meeting  in  the  homes  of 
the  members  during  the  winter  months. 
A  week  of  pre-Easter  services  were  held 
and  several  new  members  were  welcomed 
into  our  fellowship.  The  cantata.  The 
Christ  Everlasting,  by  Wilson  with  the 
Hallelujah  Chorus  from  Handel's  Messiah 
was  presented  by  the  united  choirs  of  the 
Brethren  and  Methodist  churches  on  April 
9,  with  Wilmer  Ikenberry  as  the  director. 
— Mrs.  D.  Louis  Bowman,  Quinter,  Kan- 
sas. 

Maryland 
Flower  Hill. — The  ladies'  aid  made  a  com- 
forter for  a  needy  family.  The  young  peo- 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified, 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  439.  An  opportunity  for  a  couple 
who  have  had  some  business  experience 
and  would  be  interested  in  cash  and  carry 
grocery  store.  Will  sell  at  ten  per  cent  off 
of  book  inventory,  about  $6,500  for  stock 
and  fixtures,  including  walk-in  refrigera- 
tor and  meat  equipment,  National  Elec- 
tric cash  register.  Will  sell  real  estate 
reasonable  or  lease  for  $35  per  month.  Four 
blocks  from  nearest  store,  close  to  church, 
school  and  La  Verne  College.  Write:  J.  L. 
Miller,  2325  E  Street,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd  Sts.,  Chester,  Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  building, 
light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if  de- 
sired. Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks* 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleasant 
St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  448.  Wanted :  Unattached  lady,  pref- 
erably Brethren,  who  will  care  for  invalid 
mother  while  daughter  works.  Located  one 
block  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Miss  Edith  V.  Fry,  232  W.  Benton  Ave., 
Naperville,  111. 


pie  finished  a  room  in  the  parsonage  base- 
ment and  are  using  it  as  a  meeting  place. 
They  held  a  valentine  party  on  Feb.  14. 
They  also  conducted  a  paper  drive  during 
the  month  of  February.  We  met  in  our 
spring  council  on  March  14,  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  Samuel  Harley,  presiding.  We  voted 
to  elect  a  deacon.  On  April  2  two  pictures 
were  shown  in  our  church,  one  on  Africa 
and  one  on  India.  We  had  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices April  4-7  with  ministers  of  the  neigh- 
boring church  as  guest  speakers.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Easter  evening.  Two  let- 
ters of  membership  have  been  received 
since  our  last  writing.  Our  men  are  plan- 
ning to  organize. — Mrs.  Wallace  Embrey, 
Derwood,  Md. 

Locust  Grove. — We  held  a  Bible  institute 
March  3-5,  with  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  as  the 
leader.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  on 
March  19,  with  Elder  Samuel  Harley  pre- 
siding. Bro.  Harley  was  chosen  as  our 
elder  for  another  year  with  William  E. 
Baker  as  the  assistant.  Bro.  Carl  F.  Smith 
was  chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Four  new  members  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  For  five  weeks  previous 
to  Easter  we  held  a  Bible  study  course 
conducted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Carl  F. 
Smith.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
May  14.  Our  young  married  people's  class 
has  a  Lord's  acre  as  a  project  this  year. 
Our  ladies'   aid  will  meet   on  April   12   at 


the  home  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Klein  and  will 
spend  the  day  sewing  and  quilting. — B.  R. 
Purdum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md. 

Longmeadow. — The  entire  interior  of 
the  church  has  been  replastered  and  we 
are  going  to  refinish  the  floor,  lay  new 
carpet  and  install  new  pews.  Many  of  our 
Brethren  have  put  in  many  hours  of  free 
labor  and  the  women  have  been  having 
sales  at  the  Hagerstown  market  to  earn 
money  to  furnish  our  new  kitchen.  We 
are  making  plans  for  our  rededication 
service.  Brethren  Elmer  Rowland,  Silas 
Petre  and  William  Leatherman  were  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  paper  to  be  placed 
in  the  cornerstone  in  the  new  vestibule. 
Our  spring  council  was  held  on  April  8  at  a 
near-by  schoolhouse,  where  we  have  been 
holding  our  services  since  Feb.  5.  Bro.  H. 
R.  Rowland  was  re-elected  elder  for  three 
years.  Bro.  Elmer  Strite  was  elected  Mes- 
senger agent  and  Sister  Pearl  Petre  was 
elected  Messenger  correspondent.  We  are 
having  a  100%  Messenger  club  again  this 
year.  Our  Achievement  Offering  was  $269. 
Our  elder,  H.  R.  Rowland,  and  his  wife 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniver- 
sary. A  gold  tea  set  was  presented  to 
them. — Pearl  Petre,   Hagerstown,   Md. 

Missouri 
Rockingham. — Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  April  2  and  decided  to  sell  a  small 


Delightfully  interesting  and  informative 

are  these  short  stories  about  various  Brethren  people 
who  have  shown  in  an  unusual  degree  those  qualities 
of  life  that  the  Brethren  have  always  held  dear.  Both 
children  and  grownups  will  enjoy  them,  although 
they  were  written  especially  for  juniors. 

THE    BRETHREN 
STORY    CARAVAN 

by  Mary  Garber 

Readers  of  this  newly  published  book  will  meet  these  people 
on  its  pages: 


Alexander  Mack,  Sr. 

John  Naas 

Peter  Becker 

Christopher  Sower,  Sr. 

Christopher  Sower,  Jr. 

Sarah  Major 

George  Wolfe 

Henry  Kurtz 

Abraham  Cassel 

John  Kline 

Peter  Wrightsman 

Samuel  Weir 

James  Quinter 

Wilbur  Stover 

D.  L.  Miller 

James  and  Barbara  Gish 


Frank  Crumpacker 

Jacob  D.  Yoder 

Dhanjibhai 

George  Carl 

William  and  Adaline  Beery 

Albert  C.  Wieand 

E.  B.  Hoff 

Moy  Gwong 

Ruth  Royer  Kulp 

Myra  Brooks  Welch 

Mai  Sule 

Ida  Shumaker 

Wang  Tung 

John  Barwick 

Don  Royer 

M.  R.  Zigler 


You  will  know  and  appreciate  your  church  better  if  you 
read  this  book.   It  sells  for  $1.25. 
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plot  of  ground  from  the  parsonage  farm 
to  the  Northern  Missouri  District  for  a 
camp  site  for  our  district.  Bro.  Lyle  Al- 
bright and  Ira  Milton  Hoover  and  Henry 
Mankey,  representing  the  committee  from 
the  district,  met  with  our  council  and  de- 
cided on  a  price  for  the  plot  of  ground. 
We  voted  to  keep  Brother  and  Sister  Man- 
key  as  our  pastors  for  another  year  be- 
ginning Sept.  1. — Mrs.  Floyd  Hawkins,  Stet, 
Mo. 

Ohio 
Canton,  Maple  Avenue. — On  Feb.  12  the 
Happy  Homemakers  class  had  charge  of 
the  evening  service.  On  Feb.  19  Sister 
Ruby  Shearrow  delivered  the  evening 
message.  On  Feb.  26  the  Happy  Home- 
makers  class  sponsored  the  picture,  The 
Salt  of  the  Earth.  On  the  evening  of 
March  17  the  young  people  of  the  church 
were  hosts  to  the  subdistrict  young  peo- 
ple. On  March  24  family  night  was  ob- 
served with  a  covered  dish  slipper.  On 
April  2  we  observed  the  twenty-third  an- 
niversary of  the  dedication  of  our  church 
and  the  first  anniversary  of  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  basement  with  a  home- 
coming. Sister  Elva  Stump  was  the  guest 
speaker.  On  April  3  our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  and  three  new 
trustees  were  elected.  Gladys  Doerschuk 
was  chosen  to  represent  our  young  people 
and  Sister  Meyer  to  represent  the  church 
at  Annual  Conference  and  the  music  con- 
ference. Our  baptismal  services  and 
communion  were  postponed  a  couple  of 
weeks  because  our  pastor  had  pneumonia. 
— Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Hartville.— The  CBYF  had  a  series  of 
film  strips,  entitled  Boy  and  Girl  Rela- 
tionships, with  discussion.  Our  pastor  at- 
tended the  Ohio  pastors'  convention  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  February.  Community 
Lenten  services  were  held  each  Wednes- 
day evening  at  the  various  churches  of 
our  community.  Good  Friday  services 
were  held  at  the  Reformed  church  with 
our  pastor  as  the  speaker.  The  men's 
work  recently  installed  a  public  address 
system  in  the  church.  The  women's  work 
installed  a  nursery  in  the  church  as  their 
project.  Our  aid  society  has  been  quilting, 
making  comforters  and  packing  clothes 
for  relief.  The  young  people  sponsored 
our  annual  birthday  dinner  on  March  6. 
We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  our  church 
a  DP  family,  who  is  living  on  one  of  the 
Jacob  Graber  farms.  The  Grabers  are  ex- 
pecting twelve  more  DP  people  to  help 
them  with  the  farming.  Paul  Noffsinger 
was  with  us  for  several  days  in  February 
in  the  interest  of  Manchester  College.  Bro. 
Rufus  Bowman  delivered  three  messages 
on  March  4.  A  musical  program  was  pre- 
sented in  the  church  on  March  12.  Our 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering 
amounted  to  $118  and  will  be  given  to 
Brethren  Service.  On  Palm  Sunday  we 
had  baptismal  services  following  our 
morning  service.  In  the  afternoon  Bro. 
M.  R.  Zigler  gave  a  report  on  his  work 
in  Europe.  In  the  evening  we  held  our 
regular  communion  services.  We  received 
fourteen  new  members  into  the  church, 
eleven  by  baptism,  two  on  former  baptism 
and  one  by  letter.  The  young  people  had 
charge  of  a  community  Easter  sunrise 
service.  Easter  evening  services  were 
conducted  by  the  choir.  On  Easter  the 
Lenten  dime-a-day  folders  yielded  $248 
and  our  church  offering  was  $141.30. — Mrs. 
Lottie  Pontius,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Hickory  Grove. — Our  church  and  com- 
munity assembled  early  on  Easter  morn- 
ing for  sunrise  services.  The  choir  sang 
and  a  pageant  was  presented.  During  the 
pre-Easter  services  held  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Dale  Brubaker,  five  persons  accepted 
Christ  and  are  awaiting  baptism.  We  have 
our  regular  Sunday  evening  services  and 
midweek  prayer  services.  Our  commun- 
ion service  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of 
April  29.— Retta  Martin,  Pioneer,   Ohio. 

Pilsburg. — Our  church  entertained  the 
young  people's  conference  of  Southern 
Ohio.  We  met  in  regular  council  on  March 
2  with  Bro.  Moyne  Landis  presiding.   Dele- 
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gates  to  district  meeting  and  Annual  Con- 
ference were  elected.  D.  W.  Bright  will 
represent  us  at  Annual  Conference.  Since 
we  have  no  pastor,  Brethren  Earl  Gorrell, 
Clarence  Priser,  Mohler  Filbrun,  S.  S. 
Blough  and  W.  R.  Swinger  have  been 
preaching  for  us  in  the  mornings.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  assisted  us 
in  our  revival  March  14-26.  Twelve  per- 
sons were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism. — Mrs.  Inez  Bright,  Arcanum, 
Ohio. 

Poplar  Grove. — We  are  very  much  en- 
couraged by  the  increase  in  our  Sunday- 
school  attendance  since  the  first  of  the 
year.  At  present  two  classes  are  having  an 
attendance  contest.  Two  persons  have 
been  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 
and  several  letters  of  membership  have 
been  received.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  James  M. 
Moore,  delivered  the  sermon  at  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  Sebring  church,  Fla. 
Bro.  Kenneth  Long  of  Union  City  preached 
for  us  while  our  pastor  was  gone.  Holy 
Week  services  were  held  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  nights  before  Easter  and  on  Easter 
the  chorus  presented  a  short  musical  pro- 
gram. During  the  month  of  March  we  had 
an  exchange  of  pulpits  at  one  service  each 
Sunday  with  some  of  the  neighboring 
churches.  Our  church  was  represented  at 
the  district  women's  and  men's  meetings. 
We  are  planning  a  fellowship  supper  for 
the  first  part  of  May.  We  hope  to  do 
some  more  remodeling  in  our  church  this 
summer.  On  March  26  a  male  quartet 
from  the  Painter  Creek  church  favored 
us  with  three  numbers  in  song.  The  church 
and  community  responded  very  well  in 
giving  corn  for  the  overseas  relief  pro- 
gram.— Blanche  Blocker,  Union   City,  Ind. 

Wesl  Milton. — Since  our  last  report, 
seven  persons  have  been  baptized  and 
seven  were  received  by  letter.  Our  church 
celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary  on  Feb. 
25.  Bro.  A.  L.  Gnagey  gave  a  report  of 
the  history  of  our  church  and  an  address 
was  given  by  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of 
Greensburg,  Pa.  The  churches  of  the 
town  had  union  pre-Easter  services  and  as 
a  climax  the  choirs  of  the  churches  of  the 
township  presented  the  Easter  cantata  on 
Sunday  evening.  Our  communion  was  ob- 
served on  Good  Friday  evening.  Twelve 
of  our  women  attended  the  women's  work 
conference  at  the  Dixie  school.  Delegates 
to  our  district  meeting  and  Annual  Con- 
ference were  chosen  at  our  last  council 
meeting.  At  this  writing  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Perry  Huffaker,  is  in  Middle  Pennsylvania 
holding  evangelistic  meetings.  A  conver- 
sion gas  burner  has  been  installed  in  our 
furnace  and  the  men  of  the  church  have 
converted  the  former  coal  bin  into  a  Sun- 
day-school classroom  and  painted  the 
tables  in  the  basement.    We  are  planning 


for  the  district  meeting  of  Southern  Ohio 
to  be  held  in  our  church  April  25-27. — 
Alice  Aukerman,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — One  Sunday  in  February 
Bro.  Vernard  Eller  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  to  our  group.  On  March  12  an  offer- 
ing was  lifted  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing.  Our  women  meet  once  a  week  in 
all-day  meetings  to  quilt  and  make  com- 
forters and  in  the  past  few  months  they 
have  sent  seven  bags  of  clothing  for  re- 


lief. Forty-two  persons  were  present  at 
the  Homebuilders'  meeting  held  in  the 
new  parsonage  on  March  29.  They  brought 
gifts  amounting  to  $53.14,  which  were 
dedicated  for  drapes  and  furnishings  for 
the  new  parsonage  which  is  nearing  com- 
pletion. Pre-Easter  services  were  held  at 
the  church.  Four  persons  were  baptized 
on  the  evening  of  April  6,  and  our  love 
feast  was  held  on  April  7.  We  appreciated 
having  members  from  the  Medford  church 
at  our  communion  services.  Since  our 
last  report,  two  persons  have  been  re- 
ceived as  associate  members.  As  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Homer  D.  Kimmel,  closes  his 
pastorate  here  on  June  1,  the  church  has 
called  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker  to  be  our  pastor. 
He  will  take  up  the  work  on  Sept.  1.  Bro. 
R.  C.  Flory  of  our  local  congregation  will 
serve  us  during  the  intervening  time.  We 
had  appropriate  Easter  services. — Martha 
Harlacher,   Grants   Pass,    Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 
Huntsdale. — We  met  in  council  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Eisenberg,  as  moderator.  We 
decided  to  send  Mrs.  O.  J.  Hassinger  as 
our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Hassinger,  is  a  member  of 
Standing  Committee  from  Southern  Penn- 
sylvania. Mrs.  George  Widder  was  elected 
as  the  director  of  our  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  will  be  held  in  June.  Our 
church,  with  four  other  churches  of  the 
community,  held  pre-Easter  services,  one 
service  being  in  each  church.  At  the  close 
of  our  Easter  morning  service  three  young 
women  accepted  Christ  as  their  Savior.  We 
plan  to  have  a  Bible  institute  on  July  7, 
led  by  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabeth- 
town.  Trees  were  donated  for  the  im- 
provement fund  of  the  church  and  the  men 
cut  them  into  logs  during  the  winter.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilting. — Mrs. 
James  Ott,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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A   GUIDE   TO    CONFIDENT   LIVING 

by    Norman   Vincent   Peale  $2.75 

A  spiritual  prescription  for  happiness,  this  book  brings 
workable  methods  of  conquering  worry,  doubt,  fear,  frus- 
tration and  similar  mental  and  emotional  obstacles  to 
happiness.  It  offers  literal  proof  that  prayer,  trust  in  God, 
and  faith  in  one's  own  destiny  will  give  true  happiness. 

GUIDEPOSTS 

edited   by   Norman   Vincent   Peale  $1.95 

Fifty-two  examples,  related  by  laymen  from  all  stations  in 
life  and  from  many  denominations,  of  how  faith  has  trans- 
formed their  lives.  Written  in  a  positive,  affirmative  tone, 
these  messages  are  a  testament  which  will  provide  inspira- 
tion and  new  courage  to  many. 

THE    ART    OF    REAL    HAPPINESS 

by   Norman   Vincent   Peale   and   Smiley    Blanton $2.75 

Dr.  Peale  (a  pastor)  and  Dr.  Blanton  (a  psychiatrist)  com- 
bine their  respective  insights  and  long  experience  to  give 
a  working  formula  for  uniting  the  eternal  truths  of  the 
Scriptures  with  the  new  discoveries  of  psychiatry.  Un- 
usually helpful  to  the  troubled  mind  and  soul. 
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THE  arf/sf  has  painted  here  an  unusually  sensitive  Christ  child.  He  has  made  him 
a  Northern  European  rather  than  the  Palestinian  lad  which  he  was.  He  has  clothed 
him  with  the  garments  and  the  complexion  of  the  classroom  or  the  monastery  rather 
than  with  those  of  the  carpenter  shop. 

But  he  has  written  peace  into  his  face  and  set  a  vision  in  his  eyes.   It  is  plain 
that  here  is  a  child  who  will  make  the  world  vastly  different  because  he  has  been  in  it. 
"And  a  little  child  shall  lead  them."   This  little  child  grew  up.    He  has  led  mil- 
lions.   He  will  lead  millions  more. 
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A  total  of  10,086  young  Americans 
have  registered  as  conscientious  ob- 
jectors to  war  under  the  draft  act 
of  1948,  according  to  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Ob- 
jectors. (WP) 

Unemployment  rose  during  1949  in 
all  but  four  of  the  twenty  countries 
for  which  reliable  figures  are  avail- 
able. The  four  were  Ireland,  Swe- 
den, Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
Two  of  the  worst  spots  for  unem- 
ployment are  the  German  Federal 
Republic  and  Italy.  (WP) 

A  survey  of  Protestant  rural 
churches  in  four  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  being  undertaken  by  the 
Council  of  Churches  of  that  state. 
This  is  an  effort  to  determine  the 
effectiveness  of  the  rural  church  and 
the  need  for  greater  or  lesser  cover- 
age in  certain  areas  and  to  obtain 
an  accurate  check  of  duplicated  ef- 
forts. 

Over  two  thousand  young  Swedes 
will  be  traveling  abroad  this  sum- 
mer under  the  auspices  of  the  youth 
pacifist  organization,  Ungdommens 
Fredsforbund.  Finland,  England, 
France,  Austria  and  Italy  will  be 
visited.  The  association  is  also 
organizing  a  world  youth  confer- 
ence to  be  held  this  summer  in 
Vaberg,  Sweden. 

Alcoholism  Injures  the 
Whole  Man 

Alcoholism  affects  the  afflicted  in- 
dividual adversely  in  all  social  as- 
pects —  marriage,  job,  religion, 
citizenship,  property  care  and  own- 
ership, neighborhood  and  friendship 
associations,  and  so  on;  it  affects  the 
entire  emotional  life;  it  usually  de- 
teriorates physical  well-being.  Ad- 
verse circumstances,  illnesses  or 
accidents  may  affect  an  individual 
in  his  amusements,  in  his  daily  rou- 
tine, in  his  family  life,  or  in  several 
ways  at  once;  rarely  do  they  affect 
all  of  his  life  activities,  relationships 
and  benefits,  and  affect  all  of  them 
adversely.  Alcoholism  does.  As  a 
problem,  alcoholism  has  increased 
significance  because  when  it  strikes 
the  individual  it  hits  his  entire 
existence. 

Alcohol  does  not  afflict  the  indi- 
vidual for  a  week  or  a  month  or  a 
year  as  do  most  accidents  and  dis- 
eases; unless  successful  remedy  in- 
tervenes, it  will  afflict  the  individual 
for  life. 

— SELDEN    D.    BACON,    professor    of    soci- 
ology, Yale  University 


Six  religious  radio  programs  were 
cited  for  outstanding  merit  by  the 
Institute  for  Education  by  Radio 
sponsored  by  Ohio  State  University. 
They  were:  The  Eternal  Light, 
Catholic  Hour,  Family  Theater,  Sto- 
ries From  the  Bible,  Here's  to  the 
Family,  and  All  Aboard  for  Adven- 
ture. The  latter  is  transcription 
produced  by  the  Protestant  Radio 
Commission. 

A  new  film  company.  Light  of  the 
World  Films,  has  been  organized  in 
Hollywood  to  produce  pictures  with 
a  Christian  background.  In  the  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation  is  a  provision 
for  tithing;  one  tenth  of  all  proceeds, 
before  tax  deductions  are  made,  are 
to  be  channeled  into  some  Christian 
philanthropy.  Mrs.  Alexander  Hew- 
itt Kerr,  the  president,  has  been  a 
personal  tither  for  many  years. 

Nearly  half  a  million  persons  in 
fifty-seven  countries  have  registered 
as  "world  citizens";  only  two  thou- 
sand of  these  are  in  the  United 
States.  Registrants  sign  a  form  call- 
ing for  a  common  system  of  law 
and  a  federal  world  power  able  to 
enforce  it.  They  support  a  pact 
among  men  rather  than  among  gov- 
ernments. A  people's  world  assem- 
bly is  planned  for  next  December 
at  Geneva,  Switzerland.   (WP) 

One  hundred  thousand  elemen- 
tary school  teachers  will  be  needed 
to  take  care  of  an  estimated  increase 
of  a  million  students  next  school 
year.  Though  the  colleges  will  grad- 
uate more  students  than  ever  in 
June,  only  about  twenty-three  thou- 
sand will  become  teachers  in  the 
elementary  schools.  Moreover  re- 
placements are  needed  for  the 
teachers  wearing  out  under  the 
heavier  burdens  of  increased  en- 
rollments. These  statistics  are  from 
a  study  of  the  teacher  supply  and 
demand. 

The  "Cite  Universiiaire"  of  Paris 
houses  3,500  students  from  50  coun- 
tries in  19  buildings,  each  adminis- 
tered by  a  different  country.  There 
is  a  large  International  House  with 
a  theater  and  swimming  pool.  The 
French  government  takes  care  of! 
the  administrative  costs,  pays  the 
doctor  bills  of  students  who  cannot 
pay  and  makes  available  cheap 
meals.  The  Cite  aims  to  offer  a 
clean,  healthy  atmosphere  and  to 
create  among  the  leaders  of  tomor- 
row a  sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
growth*  of  a  better  world  through 
international  understanding.  (WP) 


Yielding  the  Mantle 


H.  H.  Helman 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio 


The  lighted  candle,  symbol  of  his  service 

in  the  church,  is  passed  on  to  the  younger 

minister  with  the  blessing  of  the  minister 

who  is  retiring 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


THERE  is  nothing  exhila- 
rating about  quitting  the 
active  ministry.  The  prac- 
tical and  emotional  aspects  of 
it  are  often  difficult  to  endure. 
It  ought  always  to  be  done  grace- 
fully, but  how  few  of  us  can  do 
it  that  way! 

Our  church  has  had  pastors, 
men  called  to  act  as  leaders  of 
congregations  with  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities attached  thereto, 
for  such  a  comparatively  short 
time  that  as  yet  we  have  few 
retiring.  Their  number  will  con- 
stantly increase,  however.  One 
wonders  how  many  of  these  will 
step  aside  gracefully  and  com- 
plete life's  span  happily,  and 
how  many  will  do  it  with  bitter- 
ness and  regret  and  live  unhap- 
pily forever  after.  Perhaps  our 
seminary  ought  at  once  to  in- 
clude a  course  in  "clerical 
gerontology,"  so  that  these 
young  men  now  in  training  for 


the    pastorate    might    have    the* 
seed  of  contentment  planted  in 
their  souls  for  the  inevitable  day 
of  stepping  aside  for  a  younger 
man. 

For  indeed  stepping  aside  is 
not  easy  to  do.  Preaching  and 
leading  has  become  a  part  of  the 
very  fibre  of  the  minister's  life. 
His  whole  tempo  of  living  will 
of  necessity  change.  The  very 
nature  of  his  friendly  contacts 
will  need  to  change.  His  duties 
and  responsibilities  and  priv- 
ileges through  the  years  will 
pass  on  to  another.  The  mantle 
will  be  on  other  shoulders.  An- 
other will  get  the  headlines,  he 
only  fine  print,  if  any.  The 
church  will  be  following  another. 
He  increases,  the  retired  minis- 
ter decreases.  It  is  hard  to  take, 
if  one  has  not  prepared  for  it. 

All  old  people  are  living 
longer  today,  including  preach- 
ers.   The  span  of  years  between 


stepping  aside  and  passing  to  the 
eternal  reward  is  being  length- 
ened. This  means  the  church 
will  have  more  and  more  retired 
and  inactive  ministers.  Such 
ministers  will  become  more  and 
more  important  to  the  church  as 
their  number  increases.  It  would 
be  a  shame  if  their  successors  or 
the  church  in  general  should 
make  them  feel  unimportant 
either  to  the  kingdom  or  to 
themselves.  I  was  pained  to  have 
one  ex-pastor  complain  that  the 
young  minister,  who  had  re- 
cently taken  over  his  home 
congregation,  considered  him  al- 
together unimportant  and  irrele- 
vant to  the  work  of  the  church. 
It  was  a  painful  thing  for  him 
to  accept.  Every  year  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  will 
have  more  of  these  unharnessed 
ministers.    What  kind  of  an  at- 
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titude  are  we  cultivating  toward 
these  veterans  of  the  cross? 

To  refuse  really  to  step  aside 
when  one  retires  is  also  a  grave 
mistake.  No  matter  how  bril- 
liant has  been  the  career  in  the 
ministry  it  is  a  breach  of  funda- 
mental Christian  ethics  to  handi- 
cap the  man  who  follows  in  the 
parish.  It  may  not  be  a  deliber- 
ate or  even  a  conscious  act,  but 
in  any  event  it  becomes  em- 
barrassing, irritating  and  some- 
times actually  tragic.  It  may  be 
extremely  difficult  to  refuse  to 
advise  and  counsel,  to  cease  mak- 
ing calls  and  accepting  funerals 
and  weddings,  but  in  the  inter- 
est of  fairness  and  peace  of  soul, 
it  must  be  done.  The  retiring 
minister  can  stand  so  squarely 
in  the  path  of  his  successor  that 
the  new  man  will  not  have  a 
chance.  When  a  pastor  retires, 
to  live  in  the  same  parish  or  in 
a  near-by  one,  he  is  under  moral 
obligation  to  keep  hands  off.  It 
is  not  only  a  thoughtful  courtesy, 


but  a  matter  of  simple  justice  to 
the  new  pastor  not  to  make  any 
commitments  whatever  for  wed- 
dings or  funerals  except  under 
extraordinary  personal  circum- 
stances and  unless  there  is  a 
clear  mutual  understanding. 
This  does  not  mean  sacrificing 
friendship  and  fellowship.  Gen- 
uine friends  will  understand  the 
ethics  and  justice  of  such  a  prac- 
tice, and  will  not  ask  their  for- 
mer pastor  to  violate  them.  On 
the  whole,  I  think  we  will  be 
happier  to  quit  when  we  quit. 

As  we  step  aside  we  should 
prepare  for  a  certain  feeling  of 
loneliness.  We  will  miss  the 
many  contacts  with  church  peo- 
ple in  the  homes  and  in  the  con- 
ference rooms.  If  we  allow  it 
this  may  make  us  cold  and  un- 
social. Then  people  who  other- 
wise would  extend  the  friendly 
hand  and  the  cheerful  greeting 
will  by-pass  us.  Our  world  will 
shrivel  and  our  attitude  will  be- 
come bitter. 


The  most  difficult  thing  for 
some  to  face  will  be  the  aware- 
ness that  there  is  a  lot  of  useful- 
ness in  them  yet.  And  it  may  be 
significantly  true.  There  are 
men  in  retirement  now  who 
could  do  much  better  than  the 
youth  who  succeeded  them.  As 
for  myself  I  would  rather  step 
aside  while  there  is  vigor  and 
alertness  than  to  stay  on  until 
some  good  friend  must  remind 
one  that  senility  disqualifies  me. 
I  would  rather  step  aside  while  I 
am  still  wanted. 

As  we  grow  older,  too  old  to 
dream,  we  can  live  in  the 
pleasant  memories  of  a  full  and 
joyous  life.  We  can  cherish  the 
memories  of  the  Christian  homes 
where  we  have  been  welcomed, 
of  the  hundreds  of  youth  we  en- 
listed for  Christ,  of  the  sacri- 
fices Christians  have  made  for 
the  kingdom  under  our  leader- 
ship, of  the  marvels  of  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  gospel  and  of 
the  bounties  of  a  loving  Father. 


EDITORIAL 


Let  Not  Many 
Become  Teachers 

IN  A  day  when  the  world 
knew  very  little  of  Christian- 
ity, and  when  Christ's  com- 
mission to  go  into  the  world  and 
teach  Christianity  everywhere 
was  still  very  new  it  seems 
strange  that  James  should  say, 
"Let  not  many  of  you  become 
teachers."  It  would  have  seemed 
that  instead  of  that  he  would 
have  urged  everyone  to  become 
proclaimers  and  teachers  of  the 
new  way  of  life  which  Christ 
had  taught  them. 

James  gave  his  reasons,  how- 
ever. He  said  that  those  who 
teach  will  be  judged  with  great- 
er strictness. 

In  this  day,  when  there  is  a 
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shortage  of  teachers,  particular- 
ly Christian  teachers  at  every 
level  of  the  teaching  profession, 
it  would  seem  that  churches  and 
colleges  should  proclaim,  "Let 
many  of  you  become  teachers." 

The  proper  advice  should 
probably  be,  however,  "Let  not 
many  of  you  become  teachers, 
only  those  of  you  who  are  will- 
ing to  order  your  lives  by  a  very 
strict  pattern  of  uprightness,  pa- 
tience and  loving-kindness." 

If  one  person  goes  wrong,  that 
is  a  misfortune.  He  suffers  and 
the  kingdom  suffers  the  loss  of 
the  contribution  he  could  have 
made  had  he  continued  to  live 
uprightly.  But  if  the  individual 
who  goes  wrong  teaches  others 
to  go  wrong,  he  has  multiplied 
the  misfortune  tremendously. 
He  has  added  suffering  to  many 
individuals    and    deprived    the 


world  of  their  many  major  con- 
tributions to  it.  Therefore,  the 
world's  loss  and  the  individual's 
suffering  rest  heavily  upon  the 
teacher  who  taught  them  wrong- 

iy. 

But  in  spite  of  its  risks  none 
of  us  can  avoid  being  teachers. 
In  every  contact  we  have  we 
pass  on  some  impression.  By  our 
acts  or  by  our  words  we  have 
taught  somebody  a  little  more 
about  the  upright  life,  or  a  little 
more  about  the  deceitful,  selfish 
life.  This  is  particularly  true  if 
we  are  parents.  Our  children 
learn  from  us  every  moment 
they  are  in  contact  with  us,  and 
every  moment  they  are  in  the 
homes  which  we  have  under- 
taken to  build  for  them. 

We  cannot  avoid  being  teach- 
ers. It  is  a  serious  business.  Let 
us  be  good  ones  for   our  own 


sakes,  for  the  sakes  of  those 
whom  we  influence  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  kingdom  which  we 
are  commissioned  to  build. 


"Whoever  Knows 
What  Is  Right" 

MOST  of  us  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and 
participants  in  its  pro- 
gram seek  to  separate  ourselves 
from  active  wrong.  We  turn 
aside  from  those  things  which 
we  consider  to  be  sinful  and 
which  society  condemns.  Walk- 
ing this  straight  and  narrow 
way,  we  may  feel  ourselves  to 
be,  not  without  sin,  but  at  least 
among  those  who  are  not  ex- 
ceedingly sinful. 

James  was  not  satisfied  with 
that  understanding  of  sin,  how- 
ever. He  said,  "Whoever  knows 
what  is  right  to  do  and  fails  to 
do  it,  for  him  it  is  sin"  (James 
4:17,  R.S.V.). 

This  wider  understanding  of 
what  constitutes  sin  can  quickly 
make  sinners  out  of  very  habitu- 
al churchmen. 

We  need  but  look  across  our 
own  communities  to  confirm 
that.  We  see  prejudice,  inequal- 
ity, discrimination,  wide-open 
taverns,  beckoning  roadhouses, 
hunger,  need,  confusion,  despair. 
Usually,  we  feel  sorry  about  it 
and  wish  it  would  not  need  to  be 
so.  We  preach  from  our  pulpits 
against  these  things.  If  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself,  we  vote 
against  them  at  the  polls. 

But  we  do  not  set  ourselves  to 
drive  the  wickedness  away.  We 
know  we  should,  but  we  hope 
that  someone  else  will  lead  off. 
We  are  apathetic  and  hesitant  in 
the  face  of  crippling,  community 
sin. 

On  the  world  scale  we  see 
some  of  these  sins  augmented. 
Hatred  piles  up,  misunderstand- 
ing grows  and  we  pray  for  peace 
while  we  prepare  for  war.  We 
know  somebody  ought  to  do 
something  about  it,  and  we  hope 
somebody  will. 

Perhaps  we  are  not  sure  what 


is  the  best  thing  to  do  in  either 
the  community  situation  or  the 
world-wide  situation.  And  yet 
we  know  some  things  that  are 
right  to  do.  We  should  begin  on 
the  things  which  we  know  are 


right  and  do  them  even  if  they 
seem  insignificant  in  the  light  of 
the  total  situation. 

"Whoever  knows  what  is  right 
to  do  and  fails  to  do  it,  for  him 
it  is  sin." 


Thinking    About   the    News 


Witch  Hunting,  National 
Pastime 

WE  DID  not  think  it  could  hap- 
pen here.  And  then  it  did. 
When  we  read  about  it  in 
Germany  it  sounded  terrible.  Every 
man  became  a  potential  informer  on 
his  neighbor.  Even  in  the  privacy  of 
the  bedroom  husbands  and  wives 
discussed  the  state  of  the  nation  in 
whispers,  for  children  were  often 
questioned  concerning  their  parents. 

It  is  like  that  in  Russia  and  the 
satellite  states  even  now,  we  are 
told.  It  would  be  terrible,  we  say. 
to  live  in  such  a  situation  of  fear. 
It  could  not  happen  here! 

And  yet  it  seems  to  have  begun 
even  here. 

We  have  gone  through  repeated 
witch  hunts  in  high  places.  Men  in 
public  office  never  know  when  a 
Senator  McCarthy,  a  Westbrook 
Pegler.  a  Fulton  Lewis,  Jr..  or  some- 
one else  will  bring  their  names  into 
some  general  investigation  suppos- 
edly directed  toward  the  public 
good.  Even  individuals  working  in 
obscure  places  may  be  drawn  in  by 
association,  or  as  public  witnesses. 

dome  men  who  thought  of  running 
for  public  office  have  said,  "I  fear  to 
try  it.  It  could  be  that  at  some  time 
in  the  past  I  responded  to  some  ap- 
peal through  the  mail  and  gave  five 
dollars  to  what  I  thought  sounded 
like  a  good  cause  in  the  interest  of 
peace  or  health  or  something.  Now 
someone  may  show  that  up  as  hav- 
ing been  'subversive.'  I  cannot  sub- 
mit my  family  to  any  such  character 
lynching  risks." 

Most  of  us  who  are  pastors  or  are 
in  business  or  in  education  can  won- 
der whether  we  ever  guessed 
"wrong"  on  anything  like  that  and 
whether  it  may  some  day  be 
dragged  across  the  public  boards 
and  used  against  us. 

As  our  congressional  investigation 
shenanigans  are  written  up  in  other 
countries  they  probably  sound  about 
the  same  as  that  which  we  read  here 
concerning  our  overseas  neighbors. 
People  are  similar  everywhere. 


Yet  our  government  does  face  a 
real  problem  in  this  respect.  No 
country  can  afford  to  be  infiltrated 
by  ideologies  and  agents  set  for  its 
destruction.  It  must  protect  itself 
from  that  in  order  to  preserve  its 
life. 

Is  there  a  way  in  which  it  can  do 
that  without  making  itself  ridicu- 
lous or,  even  worse,  committing  sui- 
cide while  seeking  to  protect  itself? 
The  following  are  a  few  suggestions. 

1.  Tone  down  the  hysterical  radio 
and  newspaper  reporters  who  flour- 
ish on  scandal  and  insinuation. 

2.  Or  counteract  them  by  allowing 
other  reporters,  who  are  objective 
and  mature,  to  write  and  report.  At 
present  nearly  all  such  have  been 
silenced.  Perhaps  it  is  because  no 
one  will  sponsor  them;  we  seem  to 
want  to  hear  the  hysterical  only. 

3.  Conduct  necessary  loyalty 
probes  quietly  instead  of  in  the 
newspaper  headlines  or  in  congres- 
sional committee  rooms  before 
floodlights  and  news  cameras. 

4.  Remove  politics  from  all  such 
investigating.  Making  them  non- 
public would  probably  do  that  but  if 
not  they  could  be  handled  through 
proper  legal  proceedings. 

5.  If  we  will  work  harder  at  the 
constructive  end  of  democracy,  we 
will  not  need  to  do  as  much  at  the 
protective  end:  We  could  do  some- 
thing for  our  lower  income  group 
who  have  earnings  of  less  than 
$2,000  per  year  and  who  try  to  rear 
families  on  that;  we  could  try  to- 
help  Negro  and  "poor  white"  share- 
croppers to  better  living  standards; 
we  could  supply  some  medical  aid 
to  the  middle  class  group  who  are 
not  on  public  welfare  and  who  can- 
not on  their  own  afford  needed  sur- 
gery or  other  attention;  we  could 
bring  about  some  equalization  of  our 
educational  offerings;  we  could! 
make  some  savings  in  our  gambling, 
crime  and  alcohol  bills. 

All  of  these  things  would  not  only 
help  "protect"  democracy,  they 
would  help  build  it! 
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America  and  a  Hungry  World 


1 


WHAT  Could  and  Should 
American  Agriculture  Do 
for  a  Hungry  World"? 
was  the  subject  of  a  seminar 
held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  early 
in  1950,  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee.  ' 

More  than  fifty  farmers,  farm- 
ers' wives  and  others  in  occupa- 
tions closely  related  to  farming, 
spent  ten  full  working  days  in 
session  with  members  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organiza- 
tion of  the  UN,  the  State  Depart- 
ment, Congress  and  officials  of 
the  national  farm  organization. 
They  came  from  eighteen  states 
and  represented  a  wide  diver- 
sity of  agricultural  production. 
Seven  denominations  were  rep- 
resented. Three  members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
were  present,  Wilmer  Kline, 
Manasses,  Va.,  Robert  L.  Honey- 
man,  West  Milton,  Ohio,  and  the 
writer.  We  assembled  under  a 
sense  of  religious  concern.  Hun- 
ger and  want  are  widespread  in 
a  world  of  potential  plenty.  Lo- 
calized food  surpluses  confront 
us  with  a  moral  and  religious 
challenge  to  prompt  action.  The 
problem  of  food  and  fiber  sur- 
pluses in  a  world  of  hunger  and 
want  must  be  solved.  I  am 
convinced  that  there  must  be 
a  continual  striving  to  make 
agricultural  and  industrial  life 
consistent  with  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  Christian  brotherhood 
and  universal  peace  as  set  forth 
in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

A  world  caught  in  readjust- 
ment, recovery  and  technologi- 
cal change  presents  a  twofold 
problem  in  agriculture.  We 
must  take  bold  emergency  meas- 
ures to  relieve  distress  and  to 
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Enos  B.  Heisey 

Sheridan,  Pennsylvania 


save  the  economy  from  the  dis- 
aster of  a  too  sudden  change. 
Over  a  period  of  time  we  must 
take  firm  and  democratic  meas- 
ures to  bring  about  desirable 
shifts  in  production  to  fit  the 
patterns  of  modern  life  and  to 
meet  world  needs.  The  test  of 
such  measures  will  lie  in  their 
ability  to  give  freedom  and  se- 
curity of  opportunity  to  the  cre- 
ative spirits  of  men. 

A  balanced  and  distributed 
abundance  rather  than  a  bal- 
anced scarcity  is.  the  way  to  a 


healthy  economy.  Industry,  ag- 
riculture and  labor — recognizing 
their  interdependence  as  to  raw 
materials,  as  to  production  and 
as  to  consumer  markets — can  do 
much  to  aid  each  other  toward 
stability  and  high  levels  of 
production.  The  same  sense  of 
interdependence  and  neighbor- 
liness  should  pervade  our 
thought  on  international  prob- 
lems. Our  hope  for  a  sound  econ- 
omy lies  in  peace  and  healthy 
international  trade.  This  would 
solve  many  problems  of  money, 
health,  food  scarcity  and  sur- 
pluses. 

In  studying  this  question  we 
found  many  problems  involved: 


Harold  Lambert 

"The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof" 


problems  such  as  the  paradox 
of  trying  to  develop  an  intel- 
ligent international  agricultural 
program  in  the  face  of  a  world- 
wide armaments  race  and  the 
fear  that  accompanies  it;  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  United  States 
for  helping  to  develop  world- 
wide law  and  government; 
obligations  of  the  United 
States  for  an  expanding  world 
economy;  the  race  between 
populations,  food  supplies  and 
distribution;  disposal  of  present 
U.  S.  surpluses  in  the  midst  of 
a  world  of  hunger  and  want; 
development  of  a  sound  domes- 
tic agricultural  program  that 
will  help  bring  world  production 
and  consumption  into  balance, 
help  prevent  depression,  con- 
tribute to  full  employment, 
improved  nutrition  and  conser- 
vation of  natural  resources  for 
future  generations;  safeguarding 
the  small  farmer  and  the  family- 
operated  farm;  the  obligations  to 
balance  the  budget  in  times  of 
prosperity  and  full  employment. 
These  problems  were  too  fun- 
damental and  difficult  for  im- 
mediate solution.  But  we  be- 
lieve that  the  United  States 
should  support  world-wide  and 
domestic  moves  in  the  following 
directions  and  thus  contribute 
toward  their  solution:  (1)  from 
world  selfishness  and  hatreds  to 
world  helpfulness,  reconcilia- 
tions and  brotherhood;  (2)  from 
economic  anarchy  to  increased 
planning  and  co-operation 
through  international  agencies; 
(3)  from  world  political  anar- 
chy to  world  government;  (4) 
from  a  "preparation  for  war" 
economy   to   a  peace   economy; 

(5)  from  an  economy  of  scarcity 
to   an    economy    of   abundance; 

(6)  from  "enough  calories  to 
survive"  to  adequate  nutrition; 

(7)  from  economic  pressure 
groups  to  concern  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

We  reached  agreement  on  the 
following  proposed  steps  toward 
world  peace  and  prosperity: 
first,  we  ought  to  give  away  the 
food   that   we    cannot    eat    and 


cannot  sell,  and  give  it  away 
quickly,  generously  and  in  a 
way  that  will  help  the  world. 

Second,  we  must  cut  down 
our  budget  in  our  military  ap- 
propriations fast  and  far  in  spite 
of  Mr.  Truman,  the  military, 
Russia  and  everybody  else. 

Third,  we  must  spend  some 
real  money  for  peace  through 
the  UN,  through  the  FAO, 
through  the  World  Health  Or- 
ganization. We  must  make  the 
UN  a  going  concern;  this  can 
be  done  only  through  the  lead- 
ership of  the  United  States  and 
other  countries. 

Fourth,  we  should  think  in 
terms  of  the  whole  world  from 
the  standpoint  of  agricultural 
policy  and  if  we  are  going  to 
have  abundance  it  means  that 
every  sector  of  the  population 
at  home  and  every  sector  of  the 
world   must   improve   in   living 


standards.  That  is  our  first  and 
big  job,  and  selfishness  can  lead 
us  only  to  ruin  and  war. 

During  this  seminar  we  were 
brought  to  a  profound  recogni- 
tion that  we  are  part  of  a  world 
community  under  God.  Far  be- 
yond any  merits  of  our  own,  we 
enjoy  privileges  in  a  land  of  in- 
creasing plenty.  We  must  recog- 
nize the  responsibilities  of  our 
stewardship.  In  humility  we 
must  strive  to  accept  our  respon- 
sibilities, to  give  of  ourselves 
and  our  substance  personally  as 
well  as  to  urge  our  nation  to 
share  as  a  nation.  We  left  the 
seminar  with  a  broadened  con- 
cept of  our  duties  of  Christian 
citizenship.  Our  hearts  go  out  to 
our  brothers  around  the  world. 
We  desire  to  join  with  them  in 
building  a  world  of  love,  not  of 
hate;  of  sharing,  not  of  taking; 
of  peace,  not  of  war. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 


Habakkuk  Teaches  Trust  in  God 


Habakkuk 


Habakkuk  was   a  man  of  God  who 
was  troubled 

The  ways  of  the  world  and  the 
ways  God  worked  in  the  world  were 
difficult  for  Habakkuk  to  under- 
stand. Among  his  fellow  Jews  he 
saw  the  righteous  suffering  and  the 
unrighteous  seeming  to  prosper.  He 
saw  the  rich  devouring  the  poor. 
He  saw  treachery  in  action.  And 
yet  he  saw  no  reproof  of  God 
against  the  unrighteous.  He  cried 
out  in  his  perplexity.  He  wondered 
why  God  did  not  correct  these  evil 
conditions. 

Presently,  he  was  able  to  see  that 
behind  the  scenes  God  was  working. 
He  saw  other  nations  rising  up  to 
replace  the  Jews.  His  fear  turned 
in  a  different  direction.  He  felt  that 
the  Jews  might  be  wiped  out.  He 
felt  that  their  punishment  might  be 
greater  than  they  could  bear.  His 
second  problem  now  became  greater 
than  the  first  one.  It  was  not  why 
God  did  not  punish  the  unjust  Jews, 
but  why  the  punishment  that  was 
to  fall  upon  them  for  their  sins 
should  be  so  severe. 
The  just  shall  live  by  faith 

As  Habakkuk  thought  over  these 


problems  he  came  to  a  great  con- 
clusion. He  concluded  that  even  if 
a  man  of  God  cannot  understand 
all  the  intricate  workings  of  Jehovah 
he  should  live  by  faith.  Habakkuk 
came  to  understand  that  the  mind 
of  God  is  greater  than  the  mind  of 
man  and  that  God's  purposes  are 
more  far-reaching  than  man  can 
see.  Therefore,  he  overcame  his 
worry  and  his  critical  attitude 
toward  God  by  concluding  that  he 
and  all  righteous  men  should  seek 
to  live  by  faith.  This  was  a  good 
conclusion. 
I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord 

Toward  the  end  of  his  writing 
Habakkuk  had  come  to  the  place 
where  he  could  say  that  even  if 
the  fig  tree  did  not  blossom,  if  there 
was  no  fruit  on  the  vine,  if  the  flock 
would  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  even 
yet  he  would  rejoice  in  the  Lord. 
The  blessings  with  which  God 
blesses  men  are  not  to  be  measured 
in  material  things  but  in  the  rela- 
tionship between  man  and  God. 

Habakkuk  came  out  at  a  good 
place  for  Christians  today. 
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Young  people   in   camp  and  on   other  occasions  are 
seeking  to  determine  their  responsibilities  as  Christians 


Because  We  Have  Life 


THE  greatest  fact  in  our 
world  is  the  fact  of  life. 
Back  of  all  growth  and  ac- 
tivity is  this  process  we  call  life. 
Without  it,  we  could  not  have 
existence  or  movement  on  this 
planet. 

Some  might  say  that  death  is 
a  greater  fact  than  life  because 
to  them  death  seems  to  be  the 
consummation  of  life.  And  death 
does  take  its  untimely  toll.  At 
times  it  is  a  grim  and  ghastly 
specter  in  our  world,  but  to 
Christians  death  should  be  sim- 
ply the  entrance  into  a  larger, 
fuller  and  endless  life. 

Even  after  all  these  years  of 
marvelous  medical  discovery 
and  scientific  research,  life  is  still 
a  mystery.  We  cannot  put  our 
finger  upon  it  and  say:  "This  is 
life."  And  because  life  is  myste- 
rious it  is  also  great  and 
wonderful. 
Because  we  have  life  and  be- 
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cause  it  is  a  mystery,  questions 
arise  concerning  it.  Many  can  be 
asked  but  three  seem  important. 
What  do  we  believe  about  the 
origin  of  life?  This  question  is 
easily  answered  for  many  of  our 
older  Christians,  but  for  our 
young  people  going  through  high 
school  and  college,  taking 
courses  in  biology  and  related 
subjects,  it  is  a  disturbing  ques- 
tion. A  theory  of  evolution  about 
the  origin  of  life  was  a  conten- 
tious issue  among  Christians  in 
fairly  recent  years.  The  biology 
book  which  I  used  in  college 
states  that  today  no  reliable  evo- 
lutionist believes  that  man  de- 
scended from  any  of  our  present- 
day  apes  or  monkeys.  This 
should  satisfy  the  fears  of  those 
who  may  still  be  perturbed  by 
any  such  theory  concerning  the 
evolution  of  man. 


Byron  E.  Dell 

Chicago,  Illinois 


The  Bible  gives  us  sufficient 
light  about  the  origin  of  man. 
The  writer  of  Genesis  was  wiser 
than  some  people  today.  He  did 
not  attempt  to  date  the  origin 
of  man  or  to  describe  in  detail 
how  man  was  created.  He  sim- 
ply said  that  in  the  beginning 
God  created  man  in  his  likeness 
and  image.  We  can  believe  what 
the  Bible  says  about  man's  origin 
and  consider  what  science  says 
about  it  and  our  religious  faith 
need  not  be  disturbed. 

What  should  be  our  attitude 
toward  life?  This  question  is 
linked  to  the  first  one.  What  we 
believe  about  the  origin  of  life 
will  influence  in  no  small  meas- 
ure the  attitude  we  take  toward 
life. 

If  we  believe  that  God  gave 
life,  then  surely  life  is  good. 
Many  take  a  cynical,  bitter  at- 
titude toward  life.  Unfortunate- 
ly some  Christians  do  not  have 
healthy  attitudes  toward  life. 
Let  us  carry  this  further;   life 


from  God  is  sacred.  The  brief 
account  in  the  Bible  of  the  crea- 
tion of  man  is  climaxed  with  the 
statement  that  God  breathed  in- 
to man  the  breath  of  life  and 
man  became  a  living  soul.  This 
is  not  said  about  any  of  the  other 
forms  of  creation.  This  act  of 
God  sets  man  apart  and  above 
the  plant  and  animal  kingdoms. 
Thus  human  personality  is  sa- 
cred and  our  attitude  toward  life 
should  be  one  of  reverence  and 
respect  for  all  people.  As  our 
attitude  toward  the  sacredness  of 
life  deepens,  human  values  will 
rise  and  life  will  be  better  for  all. 

Because  we  have  life,  what  is 
our  responsibility  in  living  it? 
This  question  inevitably  follows 
the  others.  If  we  believe  that 
God  created  man  in  his  own 
image  and  likeness,  making  life 
sacred,  it  will  have  a  marked  in- 
fluence on  what  we  conceive  to 
be  our  primary  responsibility  in 
life. 

We  could  list  several  impor- 
tant responsibilities  that  we 
have,  but  one  stands  out  above 
all  others,  it  seems  to  me.  God 
has  given  each  of  us  abilities  and 
talents.  Our  primary  responsi- 
bility is  to  use  these  gifts  for  the 
advancement  of  his  kingdom. 

We  are  told  that  no  one  among 
us  ever  uses  all  of  his  potential 
abilities.  In  view  of  this  it  is 
our  responsibility  to  discover  our 
latent  abilities  and  use  them  as 
fully  as  we  can  for  the  good  of 
the  world. 

The  parable  of  the  talents  giv- 
en in  Matt.  25  is  one  of  the  most 
pointed  of  all  Jesus'  teachings. 
When  the  owner  went  away  he 
gave  to  three  servants  talents 
"each  according  to  his  ability" 
(R.S.V.).  There  was  no  distinc- 
tion as  to  the  worth  of  each  serv- 
ant. Each  was  charged  with  his 
responsibility.  When  the  owner 
returned  sometime  later,  the  first 
two  servants  were  rewarded  in 
the  same  way  for  having  fully 
carried  out  their  responsibilities. 
The  third  servant,  who  hid  his 
talent,  was  severely  condemned 
for  having   done   nothing.    The 


implication  of  the  parable  is 
clear.  Our  responsibility  is  just 
as  great  whether  we  have  one 
talent  or  five. 

Most  of  us  are  one-talent  per- 
sons. We  may  be  tempted  to  hide 
our  talent  because  of  inferiority 
feelings  or  because  we  feel  we 
cannot  do  much  with  what  we 
have.  If  we  do,  the  world  will 
be  poorer  and  so  will  we. 

A  Cleaning  Lesson 
Florence  C.  Hebel 

Liverpool,   Pennsylvania 

I  was  cleaning,  a  job  I  very 
much  dislike.  That  is  partly  be- 
cause it  seems  hard  to  rise  up 
and  stoop  down  so  many  times, 
and  partly  because  one  knows  it 
must  just  be  done  all  over  again 
in  a  day  or  a  week  or  a  month. 
If  it  is  washing  little  hands,  it 
may  need  doing  again  in  ten  min- 
utes. Yet  what  kind  of  living 
would  it  be  if  one  did  not  try  to 
keep  ahead  of  the  dirt! 

So  I  began  to  philosophize.  Is 
not  constant  cleaning  like  the  ef- 
fort to  live  a  good  life?  The 
world  and  its  desires,  like  dirt, 
are  ever  with  us.  It  requires 
constant  watchfulness  to  keep 
our  lips  closed  against  the 
impatient  word,  the  unkind 
criticism.  We  should  not  keep 
mulling  over  the  imperfections 
of  those  with  whom  we  live,  be- 
cause it  keeps  us  irritated  with 
them;  then  we  are  too  prone  to 
show  our  resentment.  Or  we 
may  talk  over  the  faults  of  those 
about  us  with  a  friend  and  so 
turn  the  friend  against  them.  It 
would  be  just  as  easy  to  point 
out  a  number  of  the  good  quali- 
ties about  the  same  person,  and 
at  the  same  time  make  him  an- 
other friend. 

We  are  always  busy  and  tired, 
so  that  we  dislike  taking  on  any 
more  work.  Hence,  we  shy  off 
from  having  callers,  especially 
the  neighbors'  children.  We 
may  have  a  way  with  children 
so  that  they  like  to  come  to  see 
us.  Or  they  may  just  want  to 
visit     because     children     like 


change.  The  beautiful  stories 
and  interesting  things  we  could 
tell  them — thoughts  that  might 
last  a  lifetime  and  guide  them  to 
heaven — if  we  would  only  take 
the  time! 

Then  I  thought  of  women  who 
are  so  determined  to  have  their 
houses  clean  that  they  are  un- 
kind to  the  other  members  of  the 
family  about  making  dirt.  With- 
in reason,  every  member  of  the 
family  should  help.  It  is  wrong 
for  one  person  to  be  the  slave  of 
the  others.  But  I  am  thinking  of 
the  over-particular  person 
whose  house  is  more  of  a  prison, 
than  a  home. 

I  wonder  if  such  a  house- 
keeper does  not  illustrate  what 
Jesus  meant  when  he  spoke  of 
love  being  the  greatest  thing  im 
the  world.  Some  folks  are  so? 
busy  not  doing  this  or  that  wrong 
deed,  and  so  stern  against  others 
for  doing  what  is  considered 
wrong,  that  they  give  to  the 
world  the  impression  that  re- 
ligion is  a  cold,  unlovely  thing. 

Our  homes  should  be  happy 
places,  where  the  family  and 
friends  love  to  be.  Our  lives 
should  be  so  warm  toward  oth- 
ers that  they  instinctively  turn 
to  us  for  cheer  and  comfort. 
Then  if  our  ideals  are  high,  that 
influence  cannot  help  but  be  up- 
lifting, even  though  we  do  not 
preach. 

I  know  a  minister  who  was  no 
great  sermonizer,  but  his  face 
was  the  face  of  an  angel.  He 
was  in  more  back  yards  in  one 
village  in  which  he  preached 
than  any  one  else,  and  the  town's 
carelessly  sinful  men  all  liked 
him.  I  am  not  sure  whether  any 
of  them  changed  their  ways  but 
I  am  sure  that  none  of  them  was 
pushed  farther  down,  and  whe 
knows  what  eternity  may  reveal 
to  his  credit? 

By  that  time  I  had  finished  my 
job  and  was  feeling  quite  cheer- 
ful. May  God  give  us  all  the  de- 
sire and  strength  to  do  our  work 
lovingly,  for  time  and  eternity. 
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Why  Wait  fa  Ml 


BECAUSE  it  will  be  a  worthy 
member  of  the  great  series 
of  Brethren  hymnals  which 
have  appeared.  The  principle 
Brethren  hymnals  in  the  English 
language  are  the  books  issued  in 
1791,  1852,  1867-1872-1879,  1901, 
and  1925.  The  most  familiar  of 
these  today  are  of  course  the 
editions  of  1901  and  1925.  All 
were  hymnals  that  served  well 
their  respective  generations.  The 
new  book  will  be  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor. You  will  want  to  own 
and  use  it. 

2,  Because  it  conserves  much 
of  the  best  that  was  in  our  former 
hymnals.  By  actual  count 
twenty-one  out  of  twenty-four 
songs  that  appeared  in  all  of  the 
previous  editions  mentioned 
above  are  to  be  in  the  new 
hymnal.  Imagine  the  thrill  that 
will  come  in  singing  such  hymns 
as  Alas!  and  Did  My  Savior 
Bleed,  Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the 
Cross,  Christ  the  Lord  Is  Ris'n 
To-day,  Come,  Holy  Spirit, 
Heav'nly  Dove,  Come,  Thou 
Fount  of  Every  Blessing,  Guide 
Me,  O  Thou  Great  Jehovah,  and 
others  that  Brethren  have  sung 
for  more  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  years. 

There  are  of  course  many  ad- 
ditional duplications  from  our 
more  recent  hymnals.  Our  older 
people  will  especially  like  some 
numbers  that  have  been  picked 
up  from  the  1901  edition.  Sweet 
Are  the  Promises,  Kind  Is  the 
Word  is  an  example. 

3..  Because  it  will  contain  an 
excellent  selection  of  Brethren 
hymnody,  much  of  it  new. 
Naturally  we  would  expect  a 
Brethren  hymnal  to  present  the 
work  of  Brethren  authors  and 
composers.  You  will  like  a  book 
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that  contains  the  work  of  Alex- 
ander Mack,  Sr.,  Christopher 
Sower,  Jr.,  J.  Henry  Showalter, 
George  B.  Holsinger,  William 
Beery,  and  other  representative 
poets  and  musicians  of  the 
church.  You  will  be  interested, 
too,  in  the  hymns  and  tunes  writ- 
ten especially  for  this  hymnal 
by  such  well-known  Brethren 
musicians  of  the  present  day  as 
Alvin  F.  Brightbill,  Nevin  W. 
Fisher,  Donald  Frederick  and 
Perry  Huffaker,  to  mention  a 
few.   Other  Brethren  poets  have 


contributed  some  numbers  that 
will  win  prompt  recognition  for 
their  beauty,  quality  and  spirit- 
ual significance. 

4.  Because  it  will  be  of  the 
highest  quality.  A  large  and 
representative  committee  put  in 
much  time  on  the  hymnal.  The 
most  careful  scrutiny  went  into 
the  selection  of  the  contents. 
Every  number  had  to  pass  care- 
ful inspection  to  insure  that  it 
met  high  standards  of  literary 
quality,  musical  excellence  and 
doctrinal  soundness.  This  will 
be  a  book  you  will  be  proud  to 
exhibit  as  the  hymnal  of  your 
church. 

5.  Because  it  covers  the  range 


The  New  Hymnal  is  a  handbook  of  worship 
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of  materials  expected  in  a  stand- 
ard hymnal.  Such  standard 
sections  as  Worship,  God  the 
Father,  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
The  Holy  Spirit,  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, the  Life  of  Christ,  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  Seasons  and 
Special  Occasions,  and  Choral 
Responses  are  included.  In  each 
instance  the  subject  is  well 
presented.  For  example,  in  the 
section  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
there  are  well-selected  hymns 
under  the  following  subheads: 
Adoration  and  Praise,  His  Advent 
and  Nativity,  His  Life  and  Serv- 
ice, His  Passion  and  Crucifixion, 
His  Redeeming  Work  as  Sav-. 
ior,  His  Resurrection  and 
Ascension,  His  Sympathy  and 
Intercession,  His  Ever-Living 
Spirit,  and  His  Coming  in  Glory. 

6.  Because  it  will  contain  an 
outstanding  collection  of  gospel 
songs.  Under  the  heading,  Songs 
of  Salvation,  will  appear  approx- 
imately sixty  of  the  highest 
quality  gospel  songs  that  can  be 
found.  These  songs  have  a  real 
function  in  a  church  service  to 
express  our  longings,  our  testi- 
mony and  witness,  our  word  of 
exhortation  and  our  joy.  You 
will  find  these  songs  usable  and 
useful.  They  will  really  give 
voice  to  your  soul. 

7.  Because  it  will  contain  help- 
ful aids  to  worship.  There  will 
be  some  useful  litanies  and 
orders  of  service,  enough  to 
stimulate  your  own  creativity. 

The  responsive  and  unison 
readings  were  carefully  selected 
by  experienced  pastors.  The  Old 
Testament  selections,  mainly 
from  the  Psalms,  will  be  in  the 
familiar  and  classically  beautiful 
King  James  version.  The  New 
Testament  selections  will  be  in 
the  reverent  and  understandable 
Revised  Standard  Version. 

The  calls  to  prayer,  the  re- 
sponses to  Scripture  and  prayer, 
the  offertory  sentences,  benedic- 
tions, and  amens  will  be  available 
for  those  extra  touches  to  wor- 
ship which  many  appreciate  so 
much.  Table  graces  will  be  of 
use  to  the  family.   This  hymnal 


will    really    be    a    handbook    of 
worship. 

8.  Because  the  resources  of  the 
hymnal  will  be  made  available 
and  accessible  through  a  series 
of  well-developed  indices.  You 
can  find  what  you  are  looking 
for  quickly  whether  it  is  about 
topics,  tunes,  authors  and  com- 
posers, or  Scriptural  allusions. 
This  saves  time  and  means  much 
to  those  who  use  a  hymnal. 

9.  Because  it  will  represent  a 
high  order  of  musical  and 
mechanical  excellence. 

Every  number  was  gone  over 
by  an  editorial  staff  who  are 
experts  in  music.  Often  awk- 
ward places  were  smoothed  out 
and  unnecessarily  hard  ones 
made  more  singable.  Accompan- 
ists will  appreciate  the  unique 
device  by  which  an  adequate 
introduction  for  each  number  is 
indicated.  They  will  not  have  to 
guess  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 
Experts   have   carefully  figured 


it  out.  They  can  play  the  intro- 
duction with  confidence.  The 
plates  are  being  made  by  one 
considered  to  be  the  greatest 
master  of  the  art  working  today. 
Every  note  and  every  word  is 
being  hand  set  by  highly  skilled 
fingers  and  the  result  carefully 
proofread  before  the  plates 
are  molded. 

Expert  printing  and  binding 
will  complete  a  book  worth  wait- 
ing for. 

10.  Because  you  will  not  have 
long  to  wait. 

The  book  is  not  coming  out  as 
soon  as  the  committee  had  hoped. 
There  were  too  many  complicat- 
ing factors.  But  the  work  of 
making  the  plates  is  well  under 
way.  The  indices  are  being  com- 
piled. If  all  goes  well,  perhaps 
you  can  have  the  books  in  your 
church  by  next  Christmas;  at 
any  rate,  it  will  surely  not  be 
long  after  that.  I  assure  you 
it  will  be  worth  waiting  for. 


Baptism,  a  Holy  Ordinance 


Mark  C.  Stehman 

Manheim,  Pennsylvania 


BAPTISM  should  be  ranked 
high  among  the  ordinances 
of  the  church  because  it  is 
the  one  whereby  individuals  are 
admitted  into  the  church.  Bap- 
tism was  practiced  by  the  Jews 
long  before  the  beginning  of  Je- 
sus' ministry.  From  the  begin- 
ning, Christ  appointed  baptism 
as  one  of  his  sacred  ordinances. 

By  its  observance  the  believer 
is  initiated  in  the  church,  par- 
doned of  his  sins  and  given  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  one  of  his  last  and  greatest 
teachings  Jesus  says,  "Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  the  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,    and    of   the    Holy    Spirit; 


teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  always,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  earth  (Matt.  28:19-20). 
By  this  command  he  makes  bap- 
tism one  of  the  central  things  to 
be  taught  and  practiced  by 
Christians. 

Peter  also  said,  when  he  had 
preached  to  the  household  of 
Cornelius,  "Can  any  man  forbid 
water,  that  these  should  not  be 
baptized?"  (Acts  10:47).  It  is 
quite  clear  that  water  in  some 
way  is  to  be  applied  by  one 
person  to  another  in  instituting 
baptism. 
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After  the  third  immersion  the  minister  lays  his  hands  on  the  appli- 
cant's head  and  prays  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  for  the  gift  of  the 

Holy  Spirit 


How  much  water  should  be 
used?  The  New  Testament  also 
makes  this  clear.  John  baptized 
where  there  was  much  water 
(John  3:23).  He  baptized  in 
the  River  Jordan.  Also  Philip 
and  the  eunuch  went  down  into 
the  water. 

How  was  the  water  used?  At 
the  time  of  baptism  the  appli- 
cant is  taken  down  into  a 
sufficient  amount  of  water  and 
buried  in  it.  This  is  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  Romans;  Paul,  in 
speaking  of  the  putting  away 
of  the  old  man  of  sin,  says  it 
was  put  out  of  sight  or  "washed 
away."  Thus,  we  become  new 
men  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Three  acts  of  dipping  seem  im- 
plied in  Jesus'  teaching  in  this 
commission,  "Baptizing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit" 
(Matt.  28:19).    Jesus  was  bap- 


12 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


tized  in  the  same  manner  into 
the  same  triune  Godhead.  A 
voice  from  heaven  then  said, 
"This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased"  (Matt. 
3:17).  Also  "the  Holy  Spirit  de- 
scended in  the  bodily  shape  like 
a  dove  upon  him"   (John  3:22). 

The  Jews  practiced  triune  im- 
mersion. This  method  has  been 
practiced  by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  from  the  time  of  its 
organization.  Practically  every 
Christian  denomination  admits 
to  the  membership  those  who 
have  been  baptized  by  triune  im- 
mersion. 

According  to  the  Brethren 
practice,  baptism  is  performed 
by  taking  the  applicant  into  the 
water,  having  him  kneel,  and 
immersing  him  three  times,  face 
forward,  into  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  our  area  there  was  onoe  a 
man  who  lived  carelessly  all  of 


his  life,  unconcerned  about  his 
soul.  As  he  grew  in  age  he  still 
neglected  his  soul.  One  day  he 
became  ill  with  pneumonia.  He 
knew  his  race  on  earth  was  run 
and  his  soul  was  heading  for  its 
eternal  home. 

The  minister  of  the  Brethren 
church  went  to  his  bedside  again 
and  he  gave  his  heart  to  the 
Lord.  The  same  day  he  was 
taken  from  his  deathbed,  by  his 
request,  down  into  the  stream 
and  was  baptized  in  a  rocking 
chair. 

This  man  was  so  wonderfully 
blessed  by  the  inflowing  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  he  got  up  from 
his  chair  and  walked  into  his 
house. 

Truly,  this  is  the  time  to  ac- 
cept Christ's  calling,  while  he  is 
knocking  at  your  heart's  door, 
and  to  be  rightfully  baptized, 
for  as  many  as  have  been  bap- 
tized into  Christ  have  put  on 
Christ. 


More  About  Conference 

Problems    Anticipated 

Parking:  It  will  be  best  for  those 
staying  in  a  downtown  hotel  to 
find  a  reasonably  priced  parking  lot 
and  leave  the  car  for  the  Conference 
period.  If  located  in  a  Grand  Rapids 
home,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  distance  to  the 
free  parking  places  or  make  day 
reservation  at  a  parking  lot  near 
the  auditorium. 

Meal  conferences:  In  order  to  get 
meal  conferences  at  reasonable 
prices,  it  was  necessary  to  secure  a 
church  group  to  do  the  serving.  This 
church  is  located  five  blocks  from 
the  auditorium. 

Identification    Badges 

Provision  is  being  made  for 
identification  badges  for  each  Con- 
ference guest  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  acquainted  and  identifying 
us  with  the  Grand  Rapids  people. 
We  are  very  anxious  that  the  chil- 
dren secure  these  badges,  as  it  will 
give  them  a  sense  of  "belonging" 
to  the  Conference.  Badges  of  a  dif- 
ferent color  will  be  provided  for 
delegates  to  help  the  ushers  in  seat- 
ing arrangements.  A  very  small 
charge  will  be  made  for  the  badges 
so  that  the  Conference  will  not  be 
bearing  this  expense. 


Brethren  Heritage  and  the 
Pension  Plan 

Marvin  E.   Clingenpeel 

Pastor,   Vienna,   Virginia 

THE  principle  of  brother- 
hood, which  is  implied  in 
our  name,  is  basic  in  our 
heritage.  The  fellowship  of  the 
stronger  helping  the  weaker,  of 
providing  for  the  care  of  the 
poor  and  of  ministering  to  her 
people  on  the  basis  of  need  is 
not  only  a  vital  part  of  Brethren 
heritage  but  also  of  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  apostolic  church.  It 
is  in  line  with  the  Christian  way. 
Our  pension  plan  represents  a 
great  step  forward  in  providing 
for  the  servants  of  the  church. 
But  the  pension  plan  as  set  up 
and  now  operating  is  not  fully 
in  line  with  the  aforesaid  funda- 
mental Christian  principles  in 
our  heritage  and  in  the  early 
church.  It  does  not  minister  to 
the  retired  ministers  of  the 
church  on  the  basis  of  need  but 
rather  on  the  basis  of  salary  re- 
ceived. Both  the  church  and  the 
minister  pay  into  it  a  percentage 
of  salary;  the  pension  is  deter- 
mined by  this  amount.  The  im- 
plication is  that  if  a  minister  is 
to  be  provided  for  adequately  in 
old  age  he  must  see  to  it  that  his 
salary  is  not  in  the  lower 
brackets.  The  church  thus 
penalizes  one's  willingness  to 
serve  in  weak  and  needy  fields. 
The  ministers  drawing  the 
larger  salaries  usually  receive 
more  perquisites,  allowances  for 
car  expense  and  expense  to  An- 
nual Conference  and  other  con- 
ventions. The  ministers  with  the 
lower  salaries  often  get  but  little 
in  addition  to  their  salaries  and 
often  attend  Conference  at  their 
own  expense  if  at  all.  Thus  at 
retirement  they  have  greater 
need  because  they  have  had  less 
opportunity  to  make  financial 
provision  for  retirement.  This 
may  be  the  way  of  business  and 
of  the  government  but  it  should 
not  be  the  way  of  the  church, 
especially  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 


My  Methodist  minister  friends 
tell  me  that  Methodist  ministers 
are  pensioned  entirely  on  the 
basis  of  years  served  rather  than 
salary  drawn.  Their  ministers 
who  have  served  forty  years 
with  an  average  salary  of  $2,000 
draw  the  same  pension  as  those 
who  have  served  forty  years 
with  an  average  salary  of  $4,000. 
It  should  be  said,  however,  that 
the  larger  share  of  the  annual 
payments  into  the  fund  is  made 
by  the  local  churches,  the  min- 
isters paying  only  a  small  per- 
centage of  their  salaries.  It  is 
my  understanding  that  in  some 
other  denominational  plans  the 
pension  drawn  is  at  least  in  part 


on  the  basis  of  years  served 
rather  than  entirely  on  the  basis 
of  salary  received. 

It  would  be  a  rather  simple 
matter  to  revise  our  pension 
plan  so  that  the  pensions  drawn 
would  be  more  nearly  equalized. 
This  can  be  done  by  pooling  the 
funds  paid  by  the  churches  and 
dividing  these  funds  equally 
among  all  the  ministers  in  the 
plan  on  the  basis  of  the  years 
served  rather  than  having  these 
funds  accrue  to  the  individual 
benefit  of  the  minister  serving 
a  particular  church,  as  the  plan 
now  provides.  To  divide  at  least 
the  accumulation  from  the 
churches  on  an  equal  basis  to  all 


From   the   Nation's   Capital 


A.    Stauffer   Curry 


Manpower  Registration  Act  of  1950 

On  Feb.  27,  1950,  Chairman  Vinson 
of  the  House  Armed  Services  Com- 
mittee introduced  an  eighteen-page 
bill  providing  for  a  "stand-by" 
draft.  It  is  H.  R.  7442  and  is  known 
as  the  Manpower  Registration  Act 
of  1950.  In  January  he  had  intro- 
duced a  six-line  draft  extension  bill 
on  which  hearings  were  held.  The 
committee  is  now  pondering  these 
two  bills. 

Registration   and   classification   con- 
tinued 

This  bill  provides  that  all  male 
citizens  who  reach  the  age  of  eight- 
een shall  register  just  as  under  the 
Selective  Service  Act  of  1948.  All 
males  between  eighteen  and  twenty- 
six  who  were  excepted  from  regis- 
tration under  the  present  law,  but 
whose  cause  for  exception  from 
registration  ceases  to  exist,  shall 
also  register.  The  law  would  be  in 
force  until  June  30,  1953. 

All  males  shall  be  classified  when 
they  become  nineteen,  according  to 
this  bill.  All  men  shall  keep  their 
local  board  informed,  until  they 
reach  the  age  of  thirty-two,  of  their 
"current  address  and  change  in 
status."  This  bill  does  not  spell  out 
the  classifications,  particularly  the 
deferred  classifications,  as  does  the 
present  law.  There  is  some  evidence 
that  new  classification  categories, 
including  some  for  civilian  defense 
purposes,  may  be  set  up.  The 
"President"  (meaning  the  Selective 
Service  System)  has  the  discretion 
of  setting  up  these  categories. 
No   inductions 

The    bill   provides   for   no   induc- 


tions. It  would  take  a  separate  act 
of  Congress  to  bring  inductions. 
Such  an  act  could  be  voted  at  any 
time  Congress  chooses,  just  as  in 
the  case  of  any  legislation. 
Conscientious   Objectors 

Section  4  (b)  (4)  of  the  bill  con- 
tains provisions  for  conscientious 
objectors.  These  provisions  are  not 
as  adequate  as  those  under  the 
present  act.  However,  an  informal 
committee  of  Brethren,  Mennonites 
and  Friends  met  with  Mr.  Vinson 
and  together  a  more  satisfactory 
CO.  provision  was  agreed  upon. 
It  seems  certain  the  committee  will 
agree  to  these  more  adequate  pro- 
visions. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  bill 
is  that  the  Selective  Service  System, 
without    the    appointment    of    new 
personnel,  will  continue  as  it  is. 
Probable    Outcome 

The  outcome  is  uncertain,  as  this 
is  written.  One  House  committee 
member  told  me,  "One  day  I'm  for 
and  one  day  against  the  draft."  The 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committee 
has  not  held  hearings  on  the  draft 
in  the  usual  sense.  It  has  heard  a 
worker,  in  executive  session,  from 
the  National  Security  Resources 
Board  who  testified  on  civilian  de- 
fense as  related  to  the  stand-by 
draft.  The  Senate  committee  has 
not  introduced  any  "stand-by"  legis- 
lation to  date.  The  probable  out- 
come of  the  total  situation  is  very 
uncertain;  it  seems,  however,  there 
is  a  50-50  chance  of  the  bill  being 
enacted  into  law. 
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would  seem  to  be  practicable  and 
certainly  would  in  no  way 
weaken  the  financial  condition  of 
the  plan  since  it  would  not 
change  the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved but  only  its  distribution. 
The  difference  would  be  in  the 
apportionment  of  the  disburse- 
ments. 

The  minister  serves  not  only 
the  local  church;  he  serves  the 
Brotherhood  through  a  number 
of  local  churches  during  his  min- 
istry. The  minister's  pension  is 
not  paid  by  the  local  church.  It 
is  paid  by  the  Brotherhood  from 
a  fund  to  which  the  local  church- 
es and  the  ministers  have  con- 
tributed. Thus  it  is  rightly  con- 
sidered a  Brotherhood  fund  to 
be  administered  by  the  Brother- 
hood through  the  Pension  Board. 
If  these  funds  were  pooled  and 
appropriated  equally  to  all  re- 
tired ministers  on  the  basis  of 
years  served  it  would  give 
partial  reality  to  the  ideal  of  the 
stronger  helping  the  weaker. 

One's  contribution  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  to  the  kingdom 
is  not  measured  by  the  salary 
drawn.  Some  of  our  lower 
salaried  ministers  and  mission- 
aries are  filling  places  of 
strategic  need  and  importance 
and  are  making  an  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  church. 

I  can  hardly  conceive  of  the 
stronger  churches  and  the  minor- 
ity of  the  higher  paid  ministers 
opposing  a  revision  of  this  na- 
ture. It  is  so  much  in  line  with 
fundamental  gospel  principles 
and  Brethren  heritage  that  I  am 
puzzled  to  know  why  it  was  not 
proposed  and  promoted  in  the 
first  place.  I  move,  therefore, 
that  the  Pension  Board  be 
authorized  by  Conference  to 
revise  the  pension  plan. 


"I  will  both  search  my  sheep,  and  seek 
them  out.  As  a  shepherd  seeketh  out  his 
flock  in  the  day  that  he  is  among  his 
sheep  that  are  scattered;  so  will  I  seek 
out  my  sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out 
of  all  places  where  they  have  been 
scattered    in    the    cloudy    and    dark    day" 


Higher  Perspectives  in 
Religion 

Rolland  Emerson  Wolfe 

Professor   of  Biblical   Literature 
Western   Reserve   University 

IT  IS  becoming  evident  that 
we  are  living  in  times  of 
revolution.  We  seem  to  be 
at  one  of  the  great  divides  in 
history,  at  the  beginning  of  a 
wholly  new  era  of  human  de- 
velopment. Perhaps  the  move- 
ments now  struggling  to  be  born 
may  be  no  less  significant  for 
making  the  new  age  that  is  now 
impending  than  the  Industrial 
Revolution,  the  Renaissance  and 
the  Reformation  were  for  the 
ushering  in  of  modern  times. 

Exactly  what  this  new  period 
will  be  like  is  not  yet  apparent. 
It  is  clear,  however,  that  it  is 
to  be  a  time  of  undreamed  pos- 
sibilities. The  world  is  standing 
on  the  edge  of  a  new  promised 
land.  The  question  is  whether 
we  will  enter  at  once  or  like 
the  Israelites  fear  the  future  and 
return  to  years  of  hardship  and 
suffering. 

The  question  must  be  asked, 
What  will  these  developments, 
and  others  that  may  be  impend- 
ing, do  to  religion? 

Real  religion  is  very  simple. 
It  consists  of  only  four  elements: 
(1)  God  as  creator  and  sustain- 


er  of  the  cosmos;  (2)  providence, 
God's  influence  upon  the  life  of 
our  world;  (3)  prayer,  the  hu- 
man outreach  to  the  deity;  (4) 
man,  with  the  obligation  to  in- 
dividual and  social  morality  in 
an  ethical  society.  These  are  the 
fundamentals  of  religion.  As  ir- 
relevant matters  are  allowed  to 
fall  into  their  proper  perspective 
and  these  fundamentals  are  in- 
creasingly stressed,  a  new  com- 
munity of  feeling  will  gradually 
develop  among  the  religions  of 
our  time.  .  .  . 

If  religion  is  to  be  saved,  must 
it  not  advance  boldly  in  its  de- 
velopment? Has  the  time  not 
come  when  religion  must  take 
the  leap  of  faith,  cut  the  cords 
that  bind  it  to  the  magic  of  the 
past,  and  move  forward  into  a 
newness  of  pure,  spiritual  re- 
ligion from  which  all  magic,  and 
its  devious  ways,  shall  have  been 
banished? 

Perhaps  the  greatest  and  most 
deadly  enemy  of  religion  today 
is  the  "sense  of  having  achieved," 
which  is  shared  by  such  a  large 
percentage  of  supposedly  re- 
ligious people.  Any  science 
which  so  regards  itself  is  a  dead 
science  and  forfeits  its  position 
as  an  important  factor  in  further 
advance.  This  belief  in  having 
achieved  something  fixed  and 
final  is  as  deadly  to  progress  in 

Screen  traveler  from  Gendreau 


14 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


religion  as  in  the  sciences. 
Students  come  to  college  ex- 
pecting to  find  new  knowledge 
in  biology,  geology,  history  and 
the  other  courses.  In  Bible  they 
expect  to  be  fortified  further 
with  regard  to  what  they  al- 
ready "know."  When  they  get 
new  concepts  in  the  study  of  the 
Bible  they  are  likely  to  stand 
aghast  and  accuse  their  teacher 
of  atheism,  for  nothing  can  be 
new  in  religion  and  at  the  same 
time  right.  With  that  ingrained 
feeling  that  all  religious  truth 
was  discovered  in  the  past,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  left  to  be 
found  out  in  the  future,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  religion  is  becoming 
one  of  the  most  retarded  seg- 
ments of  our  life? 

Perhaps  we  have  made  too 
much  use  of  the  phrase  children 
of  God.  The  time  has  come  when 
we  must  grow  up  religiously  and 
be  "men  and  women  of  God"  if 
we  are  to  fulfill  our  religious  ob- 
ligations. Instead  of  merely  ac- 
cepting the  heritage  of  the  past, 
we  must  begin  to  use  our  minds 
creatively  as  the  Biblical  writers 
did  in  their  times.  The  mature 
spiritual  stature  required  by  our 
day  cannot  be  developed  by 
leaning  on  the  past,  whether 
upon  Plato,  Aristotle,  Thomas 
Aquinas,  the  reformers,  or  even 
the  Bible  itself.  We  need  a  gen- 
eration of  religious  people  whose 
minds  are  attuned  to  God  for  the 
interception  of  new  truth. 

There  remain  only  about  two 
areas  of  life  in  which  brains  are 
a  liability.  The  one  is  politics 
and  the  other  is  religion.  In  the 
decade  of  the  forties,  there  was 
a  concerted  campaign  to  remove 
all  brains  from  government  and 
that  end  has  been  pretty  well 
achieved.  Today  we  are  threat- 
ened with  chaos  because  the 
statesman  has  perished. 

In  the  past  decade  religion  has 
been  under  the  same  pressure  as 
government.  All  seem  agreed  on 
one  point,  that  religion  as  we 
know  it  is  not  adequate.  The 
modernist  movement  in  religion 
has  not  brought  sufficient  fruit- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

We  are  trying  to  be  Christian  in 
bringing  up  our  children  and  are 
trying  to  teach  them  to  be  Christian. 
We  are  troubled  at  the  point  of 
choosing  vocations.  My  husband 
and  I  would  like  our  children  to  be 
in  "white  collar  jobs."  One  of  our 
boys  thinks  he  wants  to  be  a  farmer 
and  another  one  who  loves  machin- 
ery thinks  he  wants  to  .be  an  auto 
mechanic.  My  husband  and  I 
worked  so  hard  and  were  so  de- 
prived when  we  started  that  we 
vowed  our  children  should  have  a 
different  experience.  Are  we  selfish 
in  wanting  our  children  to  get  into 
"white  collar  jobs"? 

A  Mother. 

Dear  Mother, 

It  is  a  real  privilege  and  a  great 
opportunity  to  have  children  to 
guide  into  a  true  Christian  philoso- 
phy of  life  and  work.  Certainly 
your  concern  about  what  they  will 
do  with  their  lives  is  to  be  com- 
mended. It  would  be  heartbreaking 
to  see  a  boy  from  a  Christian  home 
turn  out  to  be  a  liquor  distributor 
or  a  "bookie."  Parents  do  have  a 
responsibility  for  helping  to  guide 
their  children  into  work  that  con- 
tributes to  the  common  good. 

It  can  be  a  tragic  mistake,  how- 
ever, for  a  dad  and  mother  to  project 
their  own  frustrations  and  depriva- 
tions on  to  their  children  and  thus 


prevent  them  from  choosing  the  vo- 
cation for  which  they  are  most 
fitted. 

Only  one  person  should  finally 
make  the  choice  of  a  vocation — the 
boy  or  girl  whose  it  will  be.  We 
can  help  them  to  think  through  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages,  but 
the  decision  should  be  theirs. 

You  might  help  yourself  a  bit  by 
looking  squarely  at  the  question, 
"What  is  the  good  life  so  far  as 
work  is  concerned  today?"  White 
collar  work  not  only  requires  living 
in  cities  for  the  most  part,  but  much 
of  the  white  collar  work  is  far  lower 
in  material  return  than  work  done 
by  the  bigger  muscles.  Farming  is 
still  the  most  independent  life  of 
any  and  provides  better  working 
conditions,  an  opportunity  for  feel- 
ing of  constructive  service  to  one's 
fellows,  a  reasonably  good  income,' 
a  genuine  feeling  of  security.  Your 
sons  may  be  looking  at  some  angles 
you  are  not  seeing. 

We  are  much  more  open  today  to 
see  dignity  in  all  labor  —  not  just 
white  collar  work  —  and  to  realize 
that  any  labor  that  contributes  to 
the  common  good  may  be  a  "call 
of  God"  or  vocation.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  whatever  vocation  your 
sons  choose,  they  will  secure  enough 
general  education  to  be  thinking  cit- 
izens of  a  democracy  and  able  mem- 
bers of  their  church. 

Your   Counselor. 


age.  Today  the  major  religious 
voices  are  calling  for  a  retreat  to 
the  Reformation,  or  the  Middle 
Ages,  or  the  Biblical  days  of  an- 
tiquity. This  is  a  movement 
away  from  progress  and  back  to 
traditionalism.  It  is  likely  to 
have  the  same  tragedy  which  we 
are  observing  in  government. 
Those  who  have  chosen  this 
course  are  well  -  meaning,  but 
they  have  confused  their  goals. 
Religion  is  failing,  not  because 
of  what  it  has  done  but  because 
of  what  it  has  not  done;  not  be- 
cause it  has  gone  too  far,  but 
because  it  has  not  gone  far 
enough.  There  can  be  no  prom- 
ise in  turning  to  the  past.  The 
only  hope  lies  in  facing  the  fu- 
ture more  squarely  than  we  have 


yet  conceived  of  doing.  The  ills 
of  the  world  have  not  been 
caused  by  too  much  liberalism. 
They  are  caused  by  too  little. 
The  forsaking  of  liberalism  is  a 
misguided  counsel  of  despair, 
which  can  only  lead  to  the  an- 
tiquating  of  religion  as  has  al- 
ready occurred  in  such  countries 
as  Russia  and  Spain.  .  .  . 

We  must  strive  for  the  devel- 
opment of  a  religion  that  is  real- 
ly progressive  and  creative.  .  .  . 

To  the  extent  that  we  leave 
our  narrowing  pasts  and  gain  the 
higher  perspectives,  religion 
may  take  its  needed  place  with 
the  sciences  at  the  forefront  of 
human  progress. 


JUNE    3.    1950 
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Philip  E.  DeMulh  has  changed  his  address  from 
Fayetteville,  W.  Va.,  to  Burlington  in  the  same  state. 

D.  D.  Funderburg's  address  in  the  1950  Yearbook 
should  have  his  street  added  to  it.  His  address  is  416 
Michigan  Ave.,  Troy,  Ohio. 

Buffalo  church.  Pa.»  has  had  to  postpone  its  rededica- 
tion  service  which  was  set  for  June  4.  This  change  has 
been  necessary  because  work  on  the  church  has  been 
delayed. 

To  all  Casianer  workers.  There  will  be  a  reunion  at 
Annual  Conference  of  all  those  who  have  served  at 
the  Castaher  project.  We  shall  meet  in  Room  328  of 
the  Pantlind  Hotel  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June  17,  from 
2:30  to  4:30  o'clock. 

Premchand  G.  and  Son  Shantilal  Bhagal  arrived  in 
New  York  on  May  22.  Bro.  Bhagat  will  represent  both 
districts  of  India  on  the  Standing  Committee.  The 
Bhagats  will  be  visiting  churches  and  be  in  camps  and 
conferences  this  next  year. 

The  DP  boats  arrived  in  New  York  recently  bringing 
a  total  of  eighty  persons  for  the  Brethren  in  America 
during  one  week.  Seventeen  were  sent  to  their  new 
homes  directly  from  New  York  and  we  now  have  sixty- 
six  waiting  at  New  Windsor. 

Robert  S.  Young  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed 
administrative  assistant  of  Elizabethtown  College.  Mr. 
Young  will  devote  his  time  to  the  promoting  of  the 
interests  of  the  college  and  to  the  solicitation  of  friends 
for  special  projects  and  for  endowment. 

Howard  L.  Alley,  a  missionary  to  India  for  many 
years,  will  reside  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  until  his  daugh- 
ter's, Nina's,  graduation  from  Juniata  College  next  year. 
Another  daughter,  Thelma,  a  senior  at  Juniata,  will  be 
married  this  June.  Bro.  Alley  is  planning  to  continue 
a  schedule  of  preaching  missions  in  local  churches. 

Rosie  M.  Ober  of  Clymer,  Pa.,  writes  to  say  that  we 
depend  upon  our  pastors  to  bring  us  comfort  in  times 
of  distress,  and  guidance  in  times  of  confusion.  They 
work  long  hours  to  be  helpful  to  their  parishioners. 
She  points  out,  however,  that  we  seldom  reciprocate 
by  giving  them  help  and  encouragement  when  they 
need  it.  Her  suggestion  is  that  we  seek  to  appreciate 
our  pastors  more  and  that  we  express  our  appreciation 
to  them  and  let  them  know  how  much  they  help  us. 
These  are  good  suggestions. 

A  new  book  by  the  Brethren,  The  Church  and  the 
Alcohol  Problem,  has  been  compiled  by  James  Renz, 
temperance  secretary  for  the  church.  Contributors  to 
it  are  H.  H.  Hill,  C.  M.  Wallace,  M.  H.  Bickham,  Mrs. 
Dan  West,  Dessie  Miller,  Kenneth  Weaver,  E.  B. 
Hargrave,  Raymond  R.  Peters,  C.  Ernest  Davis  and 
James  Renz.  It  covers  such  topics  as  The  Physical 
Effects  of  Alcohol  on  the  Body,  The  Economic  Aspects 
of  the  Alcohol  Problem,  Alcohol  in  the  American 
Culture,  Alcohol  in  the  Home,  Temperance  Education 
for  Children,  The  Community  and  the  Alcohol  Problem, 
The  Church  and  a  Program  of  Alcohol  Education,  etc. 
It  is  in  mimeographed  form  and  attractively  arranged. 
It  can  be  secured  from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 
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All  Conference  sessions  will  be  on  Eastern  Standard 
Time.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is  in  the  eastern  time  zone 
and  remains  on  standard  time. 

Two  who  have  recently  been  licensed  to  the  ministry 
are  Norman  McLean  in  the  Jacksonville  church,  Tenn., 
and  Donald  Layser  in  the  Myerstown  church,  Pa. 

Rhett  R.  Petcher,  who  has  terminated  his  pastorate 
at  the  Rice  Lake  church,  Wis.,  has  taken  up  the  work 
at  the  Walnut  church,  Argos,  Ind.  He  should,  therefore, 
be  addressed  at  R.  1,  Argos. 

A  copy  of  the  Pastor's  Manual  by  Brumbaugh  is 
desired.  If  you  have  one  you  want  to  dispose  of,  write 
Raymond  R.  Boose,  3435  W.  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago 
24,  111. 

Russell  Hartzler,  Brethren  Service  fieldman  in 
Michigan,  went  to  New  Windsor  recently  to  get  a 
DP  family  of  seven  children  and  parents.  Mr.  Hartzler 
has  been  instrumental  in  resettling  several  families  in 
his  area. 

In  the  Focus  column  of  Horizons  the  Western  Region 
leadership  institute  is  lifted  up  in  the  CBYF  Calendar. 
The  date  is  correct  but  the  place  is  Camp  Kearney,  Neb., 
instead  of  Camp  Spring  Lake.  The  dates  are  June  20 — 
July  3  at  Camp  Kearney,  Nebr. 

Bob  Tully,  instructor  at  Bethel  College,  Newton, 
Kansas,  and  part-time  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  there,  will  move  to  Bloomington,  Ind.,  to  con- 
tinue graduate  work.  Raymond  L.  Flory  of  McPherson 
will  become  part-time  pastor  at  Newton. 

A  businessman  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  writes 
that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  not  been  as  enthusi- 
astic in  recent  years  as  it  should  have  been  in  opening 
up  new  mission  points.  He  believes  that  there  are  many 
opportunities  in  this  country  for  us  to  expand  into  new 
areas  and  would  like  to  see  the  church  do  more  than  it 
has  done. 

For  the  first  time,  the  American  Mothers  Committee 
made  an  award  to  a  mother  from  each  of  the  United 
Nations,  in  addition  to  honoring  the  American  Mother 
of  1950.  Mothers  chosen  by  the  various  countries  are, 
in  many  cases,  world-renowned  women,  including 
royalty.  Either  they  or  their  representatives  were 
present  at  a  breakfast  in  New  York  on  May  12,  where 
awards  were  made  with  all  the  drama  and  color  of 
the  international  scene. 

Youth  Argosy  has  announced  that  there  are  still 
several  places  available  on  its  second  round-the-world 
flight.  The  1950  trip  will  be  similar  to  the  one  last 
summer  (see  Gospel  Messenger,  Jan.  21,  1950).  The 
itinerary  will  include  New  York  City,  Honolulu,  Tokyo, 
Bangkok,  Calcutta,  New  Delhi,  Teheran,  Cairo,  Israel, 
Greece,  Italy.  In  Europe  members  will  be  able  to  visit 
those  countries  in  which  they  are  most  interested. 
Ernest  Lefever,  who  arranged  the  program  on  last 
year's  flight,  will  be  the  director  of  the  trip.  The  total 
cost  for  transportation,  meals,  lodging  and  program  will 
be  $1,495.  The  flight  is  scheduled  to  leave  from  New 
York  City  July  4.  Passengers  will  be  picked  up  in 
Chicago  and  San  Francisco.  All  interested  persons 
should  write  Monroe  Smith,  Youth  Argosy,  Northfield, 
Mass.,  for  information  and  application  blanks. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Ernest  and  Betiy  Wampler,  who  have  been  serving 
the  church  in  China,  arrived  in  the  States  on  May  23 
for  their  regular  furlough. 

Ordained  to  the  ministry  recently  were  John  A. 
Pritchett  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Tenn.,  and  Nevin 
L.  Smith  in  the  Lower  Cumberland  congregation,  Pa. 

The  retreat  on  Sunday,  June  10,  at  Grand  Rapids, 
for  Standing  Committee,  General  Brotherhood  Board 
and  staff  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m.,  instead  of  11:00  a.m., 
as  previously  announced  on  these  pages. 

Independence  church,  Kansas  will  observe  the  seven- 
ty-fifth anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  congrega- 
tion on  Sunday,  June  4.  Bro.  C.  E.  Davis,  a  former 
pastor  of  the  church,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  An 
all-day  service  is  being  planned  with  a  basket  dinner. 

Forrest  U.  Groff,  assistant  church  building  counselor, 
has  moved  to  Elgin.  He  should  be  addressed  at  22  S. 
State  Street.  Will  those  who  desire  his  services  in 
making  plans  to  build  or  remodel  please  note  this 
change? 

W.  W.  Peters,  who  has  been  president  of  McPherson 
College,  McPherson,  Kansas,  for  the  past  nine  years, 
will  leave  by  plane  from  New  York  on  June  23  to  fly  to 
Europe.  He  has  accepted  a  call  to  a  position  as  director 
of  relief  and  rehabilitation  with  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission.  His  headquarters  will  likely  be  in  Vienna, 
Austria,  and  his  period  of  service  as  planned  will  be 
three  years.  Mrs.  Peters  will  remain  in  the  United 
States  for  at  least  the  first  year. 

Spring  Creek  church,  Hershey,  Pa.,  has  a  100%  Gos- 
pel Messenger  club.  J.  Herbert  Miller,  the  pastor,  writes 
as  follows:  "Individual  subscriptions  in  the  Hershey 
congregation  numbered  only  seventy.  New  members 
of  the  church  were  missing  its  values.  The  church  there- 
fore accepted  the  recommendation  of  the  budget-form- 
ing committee  that  we  have  a  100%  Messenger  club. 
An  offering  was  received  for  the  Messenger  and  the 
balance  of  the  cost  was  to  be  covered  by  the  regular 
church  budget.  One  hundred  and  fifty-six  homes  now 
receive  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  continue  a  weekly 
emphasis  in  our  church  bulletin  so  that  "our  people  can 
appreciate  its  spiritual  benefits  and  will  read  it 
faithfully." 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

Eight  faculty  and  twenty-three  student  ministers 
participated  in  Holy  Week  services  in  various  churches. 
Willam  M.  Beahm  led  the  seminary  in  the  Passion  Week 
emphasis  at  the  chapel  service  prior  to  Palm  Sunday. 
Students  who  remained  at  Bethany  during  Holy  Week 
conducted  a  prayer  fellowship  in  behalf  of  those  who 
were  conducting  meetings. 

The  regional  iieldmen,  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  Ora  DeLauter, 
J.  H.  Mathis,  James  H.  Elrod  and  I.  V.  Funderburg, 
conducted  a  splendid  forum  at  Bethany  on  March  24. 
The  entire  morning  was  spent  in  the  discussion  of 
church  problems  and  opportunities. 

Bethany  faculty  members  were  guests  of  the  Elgin 
staff  in  a  very  enjoyable  retreat  on  April  17.  The 
experience  was  valuable  in  fellowship  and  worship. 

Missionary  D.  J.  Lichty,  and  Secretary  Leland  S. 
Brubaker  were  recent  guests  to  the  campus.  Their  mis- 
sionary messages  helped  us  to  see  clearly  the  central 


place  of  missions  in  the  world  program  of  the  church. 
Missionary  Clara  Harper,  from  the  Africa  field,  is  a 
student  at  the  seminary. 

Bethany  students  and  faculty  raised  $1,220  as  a 
special  project  toward  a  jeep  for  India. 

A  vacation  Bible  school  institute  was  held  May  2  and 
3  at  Bethany.  The  purpose  was  to  prepare  the  students 
for  their  work  this  summer.  Miss  Mildred  A.  Magnuson 
from  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education 
spoke  on  The  Use  of  the  Bible  with  Children. 

Chalmer  E.  Faw  and  five  students  attended  the 
Conference  on  The  Church  and  War,  in  Detroit. 

Faculty  members  have  been  very  active  in  important 
field  contacts.  Mrs.  Anna  Mow  served  as  a  leader  in  the 
Christian  mission  at  Naperville  College  in  March. 
Jesse  H.  Ziegler  was  special  lecturer  during  Bible  week, 
March  19-24,  at  Freeman  Junior  College,  S.  Dak.  He 
also  was  the  special  speaker  at  the  Southeastern  Region 
youth  round  table  at  Bridgewater,  March  22  and  23. 
A.  F.  Brightbill  directed  the  church  festival  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Music  Clubs,  April  19-20,  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  attended  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  president  at  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege on  March  25.  He  participated  in  the  dedication  of 
the  New  Carlisle  church,  Ohio,  on  March  19. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

WiU  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    Elmer    Q.    Gleim    of    Champion,    Pa.,    in    the    Pike    Run 
church.  Pa.,  June  19. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  congregation 
Pa.,  June  4-11. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  in  the  Point  church,  Pa., 
May  29— June  12. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Girard  church.  111. 

One  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Pa. 

Thirty  added  to  the  Seattle  church.  Wash. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Burnham  church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Canton  church,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  in  the  Sunfield  church,  Mich. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Pasadena  church,  Calif. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Sabetha  church,  Kansas. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Okeechobee  church,  Fla. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Tenn. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Stonertown  church,  Pa. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Myerstown  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Council  Bluffs  church,  Iowa. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Frederick  City  church,  Md. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Carthage  church,  Mo. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Lower  Cumberland  church,  Pa. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Yuba  City  church,  Calif. 

Five  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Morrill  church, 
Kansas. 

Three  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Salem  church, 
Kansas. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Fostoria 
church,  Ohio. 

Twenty-six  received  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  Waterloo 
church,  Iowa. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Can- 
ton church.  111. 

Nine  baptized  and  eleven  received  by  letter  in  the  Garden  City 
church,  Kansas. 

One  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Marsh  Creek 
congregation,  Pa. 

Six  baptized,  ten  received  by  letter  and  two  reclaimed  in  the 
First  church,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  4 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Habakkuk  Teaches  Trust  in  God. — Ha- 
bakkuk.  Memory  Selection:  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation.    Hab.  3:  18. 

CBYF  Topic  for  June,  Story  of  Our  Church. 
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A  German  Student  Looks  at  Nebraska 


WHY  am  I  in  America?  To  see! 
See  what?  Everything!  The 
good  as  well  as  the  evil;  to 
appropriate  the  good,  which  pre- 
dominates in  America,  and  to  reject 
the  shoddy  and  faulty. 

I  am  in  America  to  hear!  Hear 
what?  Again,  everything!  To  hear 
your  ministers  proclaim  the  gospel 
in  your  churches!  To  hear  the 
teachers  in  your  school  instruct  ac- 
cording to  new  and  efficient  meth- 
ods. To  observe  your  students  at 
work  and  at  study!  To  hear  you 
discuss  us  in  your  family  circles! 
To  become  acquainted  with  your 
habits  and  customs!  In  short,  to 
see  you  live  and  to  live  with  you. 

However,  I  suspect  that  what  you 
wish  to  know  is  what  I  think  of 
America. 

Approaching  New  York,  we  were 
greeted  first  by  the  Statue  of  Liber- 
ty. I  thought,  "Surely,  this  country 
loves  liberty!"  But  when  our  bus 
threaded  its  way  through  the  streets 
of  New  York,  liberty  appeared  much 
smaller  in  the  dense  traffic.  Besides, 
the  traffic  was  quite  probably  light- 
er than  usual,  because  it  was  Sun- 
day. From  the  Empire  State 
building  our  vision  enjoyed  unre- 
stricted freedom,  but  our  bodies 
must  remain  confined  to  the  build- 
ing and  dared  not  follow  the   eye. 
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In  due  time  we  descended  from  the 
skyscraper,  and  eventually  also 
emerged  from  the  traffic. 

Then  we  found  our  seat  on  the 
train.  Confined  again?  Yes  and  no. 
Our  eyes  could  sweep  unhindered 
over  the  orderly  rural  landscapes  of 
Pennsylvania.  We  noticed  the  tidy 
farms  and  the  neat  pattern  of  the 
fields.  We  traveled  chiefly  at  night, 
but  also  during  daylight  hours  we 
kept  on  the  move.  During  those 
hours  I  sat  by  the  window  and  never 
ceased  looking.  I  was  seeing  the 
vast  expanses  of  America.  I  noticed 
especially  that  the  clusters  of  farm 
buildings  lay  peacefully  sur- 
rounded by  their  fields,  instead  of 
being  gathered  into  villages,  with 
outlying  fields,  as  in  Germany. 

Once  my  absorption  in  the  pass- 
ing landscape  was  interrupted  by 
a  remark  from  one  of  my  compan- 
ions. "You  know,"  he  said,  "I  am 
happy  and  contented  in  one  of  these 
clean  comfortable  trains.  Neverthe- 
less, I  still  have  a  wish.  I  would 
like  to  own  a  good  American  auto- 
mobile and  have  a  wife  with  whom 
I  could  go  joyriding." 

And  then  Carleton!  The  impor- 
tant city  of  Carleton!  For  me 
Carleton  is  an  important  city  be- 
cause, seen  from  Germany,  it  lies 
in  a  distant  world,  and  because  in 
it  I  will  see  the  most  of  the  New 
World.     The    most    of    America    in 


and  at 
Americans 


Martin    Endrejat 

Carleton,  Nebraska 


Carleton?    Certainly,  for  it  is  here 
I  expect  to  live  for  a  whole  year. 
Bygones  are  bygones 

German  people  sometimes  ask  ap- 
prehensively, "Do  the  American 
people  hate  us  because  of  our  past 
mistakes  as  intensely  as  do  the  Rus- 
sians and  the  Poles?"  Such  skeptics 
I  can  answer  reassuringly.  "As  far 
as  I  have  traveled  through  America 
I  have  not  met  a  single  person  who 
has  manifested  even  an  evidence  of 
hatred  toward  me."  On  the  con- 
trary, people  treat  me  with  utmost 
kindness.  Since  Americans  are,  to 
an  extent,  our  own  relatives,  how 
was  it  possible  that  we  were  at  war 
with  each  other  only  a  few  short 
years  ago?  To  me  it  seems  that 
you  and  I  were  not  at  fault  in  the 
matter.  Or  were  we  all  at  fault? 
We  might  meditate  on  that  question! 
Approves  mixed  classes 

And    what    do    I    think    of    your 


Martin  Endrejat,  a  native  of 
Ludwigsburg,  Grunbuhl-Siedlung, 
Wurttemburg,  Germany,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  second  group  of  forty-one 
German  high  school  students  who 
arrived  in  this  country  last  Novem- 
ber. He  is  spending  his  year  with  the 
Merlin  Frantz  family  in  Carleton, 
Nebr.,  and  this  article  was  written 
for  the  school  paper. 


school?  To  me  you  seem  a  merry, 
vivacious  gang  which  promptly  con- 
quers the  sunny  side  of  life.  You 
have  every  reason  to  be  in  that 
frame  of  mind  for  you  are  faring 
well  and  have  no  cares.  Your  re- 
lationship to  your  teachers  is  quite 
uninhibited.  Your  school  system  ap- 
peals to  me.  Your  practice  of  at- 
tending classes  together  with  the 
fairer  sex  is  stimulating  and  to  be 
commended.  In  our  schools  the 
sexes  are  separated,  and  such  pul- 
chritude as  sits  by  your  very  side 
we  see  only  from  some  distance. 

I  fully  appreciate  your  emphasis 
on  sports.  They  are  similarly  em- 
phasized in  Germany. 

Possessing  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  one  can,  no 
doubt,  learn  much  in  your  schools, 
and  even  without  such  knowledge 
one  accumulates  a  considerable 
amount  of  learning. 

I  am  in  this  country  in  order  to 
study  American  agriculture.  As  yet 
I  have  visited  only  a  few  farms.  I 
have  noticed  that  by  means  of  your 
modern  machinery  you  can  efficient- 
ly farm  very  large  areas  with  no 
help  except  the  members  of  your 
own  families.  Specialization,  free- 
dom, diligent  labor  and  money  make 
that  possible.  By  advantageous  use 
of  machinery  you  save  considerable 
sums  of  money  on  high-priced  labor. 

The  German  farmer  must  contend 
with  many  difficulties,  such  as 
bureaucracy,  lack  of  funds  and  high- 
priced  labor;  and  on  his  small  acre- 
age he  must  adhere  to  diversifica- 
tion. The  small  acreage  also  makes 
it  impossible  for  him  to  use  power 
tools  advantageously,  even  if  he  had 
the  funds  to  purchase  the  modern 
multi-purpose    implements. 

Your  liberty  is  very  great.  On 
Sundays  you  can  take  your  car  and 
drive  whithersoever  you  would.  In 
Germany  a  man  cannot  use  his  car 
on  Sunday — even  if  he  were  fortu- 
nate to  own  one  —  except  by  very 
special  permission.  You  can  even 
soar  through  the  most  distant  skies. 
Our  wings  are  clipped.  We  have  no 
planes.  Also,  our  country  is  divided 
into  zones  whose  boundaries  one 
may  not  cross.  You  have  a  multi- 
tude of  automobiles.  But  I  believe 
it  probable  that  many  a  German  is 
happier  on  his  bicycle  than  many 
an  American  in  his  finest  automo- 
bile. But  you  need  the  automobile 
to  cover  your  great  distances.  Be- 
sides, you  must  do  something  with 
your  money. 

Nebraska  is  an  ideal  state  for  ag- 
riculture, but  I  miss  "the  land  of 
dusky  forests  and  crystal  seas" 
(state  song)   in   which  I  was   born. 


MY  HOME 
VILLAGE 


Wolfgang  Hose 

Dayton,  Ohio 


One  of  the  first  group  of  forty-nine 
German  high  school  students  to  ar- 
rive in  the  United  States  last  Sep- 
tember and  now  residing  with  the 
Carl  Patterson  family,  Wolfgang 
Hose  describes  his  home  village  of 
Zeuzleben  in  northern  Bavaria. 
Wolfgang's  family  and  many  others 
of  the  village  are  refugees  who  were 
driven  from  their  own  homes  and 
who  lost  all  their  material  posses- 
sions. 

FAR  away  from  traffic  and  from 
other  modern  things  of  the 
present  time  there  is  a  little 
village,  located  in  a  small  valley  in 
northern  Bavaria  and  surrounded 
by  dense  woods.  Seldom  there 
comes  a  car  or  any  other  motor- 
driven  vehicle  along  the  rough  road 
which  connects  this  little  village,  my 
home  village,  with  the  outer  world. 
There  is  only  one  road  in  the  vil- 
lage, on  both  sides  of  which  there 
is  standing  one  house  beside  anoth- 
er, forming  a  long  line  of  houses 
which  reaches  through  the  whole 
village.  There  is  no  need  for  a  sec- 
ond road  or  even  more  in  this  vil- 
lage for  the  valley  is  so  narrow  that 
the  inhabitants  can't  expand  the 
village  laterally.  If,  therefore,  a 
new  house  is  to  be  built,  it  is  added 
to  the  line  of  houses  long  this  one 
road. 

I  believe  very  few  people  living 
in  large  cities  would  like  to  live, 
and  still  fewer  would  be  happy,  in 
this  village.  But  those  people  liv- 
ing along  this  one  road  are  happy, 
and  many  of  them  would  rather  die 
than  leave  their  beloved  wooded 
valley.  All  that  happiness  which 
some  people  of  the  present  time 
try  to  find  in  movies,  theaters  and 
other  amusements  is  given  to  the 
people  in  that  valley  by  Mother  Na- 
ture, who  has  provided  the  beautiful 
surroundings  in  which  they  live. 

Nature  gives  to  them  what  they 
need:  food,  money  for  the  daily  life 
and  recreation.  Most  of  the  people 
living  there  are  farmers.  Day  by 
day  they  go  to  their  work,  not  with 
tractors  but  with  horses  or  cows, 
and  by  the  work  of  their  own  hands 
earn   their   daily   bread. 


Sunday  is  observed  as  a  day  to 
serve  God  and  a  day  of  resting  and 
recreation.  I  believe  that  those  peo- 
ple have  the  nicest  kind  of  recrea- 
tion I've  ever  seen.  Old  and  young 
go  out  on  Sunday  afternoon  and 
walk  through  woods  and  fields  and 
experience  the  beauty  of  God's  free 
nature.  I  never  felt  as  free  and 
happy  as  when  I  walked  together 
with  some  other  boys  through  the 
oak  and  evergreen  woods  of  my 
home  valley,  and  every  time  we 
enjoyed  or  discovered  something 
new  which  Mother  Nature  showed 
to  us. 

Although  it  was  difficult  for  me 
later  to  get  to  high  school  in  the 
city,  which  is  fifteen  miles  away 
from  my  home,  I  would  not  like  to 
leave  this  beautiful  spot  on  the 
earth  and  move  into  the  city.  Many 
people  could  learn  a  lesson  from  the 
inhabitants  of  my  home  village  who 
are  so  closely  related  to  nature,  and 
they  would  become  happier  if  they 
would  learn  to  like  nature  as  do 
those  valley  inhabitants. 


Brethren  Service  Calendar 

June  9  —  July  16.  SUMMER'S 
FIRST  BRETHREN  WORK 
CAMP.  Fresno,  Calif.  Many  oth- 
ers will  begin  in  June  or  July. 
See  folder.  Summer  Service  for 
1950. 

June  19-30.  INSTITUTE  OF  RACE 
RELATIONS.  Elizabelhtown  Col- 
lege. 

June  19— Sept.  11.  SUMMER  MEN- 
TAL HOSPITAL  UNIT.  Fulton, 
Mo. 

July  5-19.  INSTITUTE  OF  RACE 
RELATIONS.   McPherson  College. 

July  10-21.  INSTITUTE  OF  INDUS- 
TRIAL RELATIONS.  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  Other  insti- 
tutes on  current  issues  later  at  La 
Verne  and  New  Windsor. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETHREN  IN- 
TERNATIONAL WORK  CAMPS. 
Germany  and  Austria.  The  camp 
in  Vienna,  Austria,  will  spend 
part  of  its  time  in  study  and  re- 
search on  the  problems  of  building 
peace. 

For  information  on  any  of  these 
events  write  to  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  Elgin,  111. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


ABOVE  all  else  the  pastor  must 
be  the  teaching  pastor.  If  he 
is  an  ardent  disciple  of  his 
Lord,  he  will  bear  in  mind  that 
Jesus  seemed  to  prefer  the  title 
Master,  which  is  to  say  Teacher,  to 
all  other  titles  and  honors.  Let  the 
ministry  be  a  teaching  profession  in 
the  most  devout  sense  of  that  term 
and  we  shall  behold  a  steady  and 
glorious  advance   with   Christ. 

Laymen  can  be  trained  for  almost 
any  job  in  the  church  including  that 
of  preaching — and  perhaps  it  were 
well  that  the  laymen  did  more  of 
it — but  never  let  the  pastor's  hand 
leave  the  helm  of  the  educational 
program.     Far    too    many    pastors 


This  paper  was  presented  by 
Bro.  Wagner  at  a  ministerial  meet- 
ing in  the  Second  District  of  Vir- 
ginia. It  aroused  so  much 
favorable  comment  and  was  so 
well  received  that  some  of  the 
folks  who  were  in  the  meeting 
wanted  to  share  it  with  a  larger 
group,  and  so  we  are  reprinting 
it  here. 


I.  THE  PASTOR  MUST   LEAD   IN 
THE    SELECTION    OF    CUR- 
RICULUM AND   EQUIPMENT 
A    study    still    uncompleted    but 
quite  revealing,  now  being  made  for 
the  region,  indicates  some  interest- 
ing   things*    about    the    curriculum 
used  in  the  churches  of  Second  Vir- 
ginia.  Of  the  twenty-seven  churches 


reporting,  four  of  them  did  not  use 
the  Brethren  Bible  Study  Monthly; 
three  did  not  use  the  Advanced 
Quarterly.  Four  of  them  were  using 
neither  Brethren  graded  nor  uni- 
form lessons  for  their  intermediates 
or  juniors.  The  suggestion  is  strong 
that  in  those  age  groups  where  doc- 
trine is  most  important — that  is  in- 


THE  PASTOR  and 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
in  the  LOCAL  CHURCH 


Murray   L.   Wagner 

Weyers    Cave,    Virginia 


have  referred  the  educational  activ- 
ities to  the  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent or  to  the  board  of  Christian 
education.  These  things  ought  not 
so  to  be.  Let  the  pastor  know  that 
the  responsibility  for  directing 
Christian  education  is  not  with  the 
elder  or  the  deacon  but  "it's  me, 
O  Lord,  it's  ME!"  And  therein  do 
we  stand  in  need  of  prayer. 

This  does  not  rule  out  the  activi- 
ties of  laymen  in  education;  rather 
it  intensifies  their  work  when  an 
understanding  and  competent  pastor 
takes  his  place  as  the  chief  educator. 
Does  not  the  very  term  pastor  signi- 
fy one  who  leads  his  people  as  a 
shepherd  leading  his  flock  into 
green  pastures  and  beside  still 
waters? 

Even  in  churches  employing  di- 
rectors of  Christian  education  there 
may  be  no  delegating  of  spiritual 
responsibility  to  any  other  than  the 
pastor.  The  director  may  have  spe- 
cific tasks  but  let  the  pastor  never 
forget  that  his  is  a  teaching  ministry 
or  it  is  without  authority  and  with- 
out significance. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


It  is  important  that  in  the  years  when  the  basic  doctrines  of  the  church 
are  taught,  the  appropriate  Brethren  curriculum  materials  be  used  by 
teachers  of  children.  In  the  picture  a  group  of  children's  teachers  are 
shown  talking  over  the  new  Brethren  Bible  graded  lessons  for  use  in 

small  Sunday  schools 


termediate  and  junior — some  of  our 
churches  are  using  non-Brethren 
materials  or  none  at  all  or  perhaps 
they  are  using  adult  materials! 
Certainly  an  alert  pastor  dare  not 
permit  this  thing  to  continue.  Our 
church  grows  or  decays  according 
to  the  roots  formed  in  the  junior  and 
intermediate  periods.  It  is  here  that 
we  must  do  our  cultivating,  our 
feeding,  our  pruning.  Yet  it  appears 
that  some  have  verily  laid  the  axe 
at  the  roots. 

it  is  quite  apparent  that  in  our 
day  bad  religion  is  being  well 
taught.  The  principalities  of  dark- 
ness appear  on  the  television  screen 
with  great  and  gaudy  color.  The 
drunkenness,  crime,  infidelity,  im- 
morality and  indecency  which  were 
previously  merely  suggested  by  the 
radio  players  is  now  being  thrust 
into  the  very  living  rooms  where 
children  struggle  between  their 
school  homework  and  the  thrilling 
scenes  of  Seven  Buckets  of  Blood. 

The  soft,  sweet,  velvety,  smooth- 
ness of  Old  Rigor  Mortis,  the  drink 
of  distinction,  is  thrust  at  us  from 
the  loud-speaker  and  the  suggestion 
that  the  only  way  to  avoid  cancer 
of  the  throat  is  to  smoke  Black  Leaf 
Forty  is  hurled  at  our  children  when 
actually  they  wanted  to  hear  what 
it  was  that  Mickey  Mouse  has  said 
to  Minnie. 

This  bad  religion  is  being  very 
effectively  taught  by  church  mem- 
bers who  have  been  immunized  to 
Christianity,  who  fight  and  fuss, 
who  grab  dollars  and  throats  and 
who  weep  about  wars  while  they 
canonize  Judas  Iscariot. 

The  situation  calls  for  a  positive 
teaching  ministry.  It  demands  the 
use  of  curriculum  materials  which 
are  best  adapted  to  the  age  group; 
instructors  who  are  not  ignorant  or 
unsympathetic;  and  an  over-all  un- 
derstanding of  the  nature  and 
meaning  of  Christian  education. 
Simply  "religious"  education  is  not 
enough.  If  it  is  not  "Christian"  ed- 
ucation, let's  do  away  with  it  and 
ring  down  the  curtain,  admitting 
the  farce  has  ended. 

Let  the  pastor,  then,  take  time 
with  the  designated  persons  in  the 
church  to  study  the  needs  of  the 
pupils  and  to  seek  through  proper 
materials  to  provide  the  greatest 
possible  help  in  developing  Christ- 
like character  in  teacher  and  in 
pupil. 

We  have  stinted  too  much  in  ma- 
terials other  than  lesson  sheets.  Let 
there  be  light  in  the  Sunday-school 
rooms,  light  that  comes  from  the 
sunshine,    light    that    comes    from 


ON    THE    ELECTION    OF    NEW    DEACONS 

The  following  paper  was  shared  with  us  by  Brother  Paul  W.  Kinsel,  pastor  of  the 
Frederick  church,  Md.  Copies  of  it  were  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  congregation 
before  the   church  council  meeting  at  which  an  election   of  deacons   was   to  be  held. 


(Because  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  selection  of  the  proper  per- 
sons to  the  sacred  office  of  the 
deaconate  this  paper  has  been  pre- 
pared in  the  hope  that  it  may  help 
to  guide  us  in  our  thinking,  and  in 
our  choosing  of  those  individuals 
who  will  be  worthy  of  this  high 
and  holy  office  and  will  be  helpful 
in  the  building  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  church.) 

"The  ultimate  aim  of  all  of  the 
deacon's  work  should  be  to  develop 
the  spiritual  lives  of  individual 
members  and  to  preserve  the  spirit- 
uality and  purity  of  the  church  that 
she  may  be  the  light  of  the  world" 
(p.  3,  The  Office  of  Deacon— Manual 
of  Instruction). 

"The  office  of  the  deacon  is  a 
worthy  one  and  merits  faithful  and 
conscientious  service.  Brethren  cho- 
sen as  deacons  should  be  faithful 
and  loyal  to  the  church,  sincere  and 
spiritually  minded,  with  Wisdom 
and  judgment  in  all  the  work  of 
the  church  (Acts  6:  3;  1  Tim.  3:  8-9). 
The  wives  of  deacons  should  like- 
wise be  examples  in  their  Christian 
virtues"  (Revised  Annual  Meeting 
Minutes,  1919,  p.  87). 

You,  if  you  are  a  member  of  the 
Frederick  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
have  three  responsibilities  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  new  deacons: 

1.  To  think  carefully  over  the 
membership  of  the  church  to  dis- 
cover those  who  are  best  fitted  for 
this  office. 

2.  To  pray  sincerely  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this 
election. 

3.  To  vote  conscientiously  at  the 
time  of  the  election. 


Some  Things  to  Ponder  as  You  Con- 
sider Persons  for  This  Office: 

1.  Is  he   a   thorough  Christian? 
Is   his   personal   life   clean?     Free 

from  drinking,  smoking,  profane 
and  foul  language,  etc.? 

Is  his  relationship  with  others 
honest,  fair,  kindly,  helpful? 

Can  you  point  him  out  to  your 
children  and  say,  "There  is  a  Chris- 
tian  gentleman"? 

2.  Is  he  thoroughly  Brethren? 
Does    he    uphold    the    doctrines, 

teachings  and  practices  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren? 

Does  he  avoid  those  things  against 
which  the  church  has  always  taught 
such  as  membership  in  secret  orders, 
taking  the  oath  in  court  and  else- 
where, extravagant  living,  etc? 

Is  he  a  good  worker  in  and  sup- 
porter of  the  church  and  her  full 
program? 

3.  Is  he  steady,  sound,  energetic? 
Does  he  possess  good  judgment  and 
exercise  leadership?  Does  he  have 
deep  spiritual  resources? 

4.  Is  his  home  life  above  reproach, 
happy,  exemplary? 

5.  Will  his  wife  be  a  good  partner 
for  him  in  the  work  of  the  deacon's 
office?  Does  she  measure  up  as  well 
as  he  does  in  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions? (It  should  be  noted  that  a 
man  does  not  have  to  be  married 
to  be  a  deacon,  nor  does  his  wife 
have  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  However,  if  the 
wife  is  a  member  she  is  installed 
into  office  along  with  her  husband.) 

6.  Will  he  be  willing  to  accept  this 
office  and  work  in  it  to  the  best  of 
his  ability  for  the  good  of  the  church 
and  the  glory  of  God? 


great  pictures,  from  a  red  geranium, 
light  that  comes  from  maps  and 
blackboards,  and  from  radiant 
Christian  character. 


1  astors  who  consider  rebuilding 
churches  should  keep  in  mind  the 
place  of  art  and  symbols  in  Chris- 
tian education.  It  is  pathetic  to  con- 
sider how  little  attention  has  been 
given  this  matter  in  many  of  our 
churches.  The  atrocities  which  pass 
for  art  in  many  churches  should  be 
torn  out  and  replaced  by  that  which 
will  prove  significant  to  the  pupil 
and  teacher  alike.    This,   of  course, 


cannot  be  accomplished  unless  the 
pastor  has  an  elementary  knowledge 
of  symbolism.  Our  Brethren  faith 
is  so  rich  in  artistic  symbols  such  as 
the  baptism,  feet-washing,  the 
prayer  veil — even  the  beard  and  the 
bonnet — that  we  should  not  deprive 
our  people  of  the  basic  meanings 
in  them. 

The  curriculum,  equipment,  sym- 
bols— all  these  must  be  included  in 
the  pastor's  concerns  if  he  is  to 
make  the  most  of  his  opportunities 
as  a  follower  of  the  Master  Teacher. 
To    be    continued    next    week 
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Our  Miss/on  Work 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  MARRIED  A  MINISTlER 


The  Millers  working  on  the  family 
budget 


Mrs.  DeWitt  L.  Miller 


THROUGH  A  CITY  PARSONAGE  WINDOW 


1  MARRIED  a  minister  because  I 
happened  to  love  him.  Having 
had  the  privilege  of  growing  up 
in  a  parsonage,  I  knew  something 
of  the  exciting,  interesting  experi- 
ences awaiting  me.  Believe  me, 
there  have  been  no  dull  moments. 

For  instance,  we  had  been  hoping 
the  church  might  do  something 
about  the  parsonage  floors.  Early- 
one  morning  just  a  few  days  before 
the  whole  church  had  been  invited 
to  come  to  "open  house"  a  man 
called  up  and  said  he  had  been 
given  the  job  of  sanding  the  parson- 
age floors.  Of  course,  we  could  not 
tell  him  it  did  not  suit  just  then. 
So  he  and  his  men  came,  finishing 
only  a  few  hours  before  time  for 
open  house.  There  was  the  whole 
house  to  clean,  all  the  dishes  to 
wash  and  the  refreshments  to  pre- 
pare. It  meant  staying  up  until 
2:30  a.m.  When  the  first  guests  rang 
the  doorbell  my  husband  was  still 
in  his  shirt  sleeves  and  I  was  up- 
stairs dressing.  .We  had  made  it  by 
the  skin  of  our  teeth,  or  had  we? 

If  you  look  in  our  window  you 
will  find  I  have  the  same  things  to 
do  as  any  other  woman.  Monday  is 
wash  day,  etc.  Besides  that  the  tele- 
phone    rings     with     the     request, 
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"Please,  come  and  help  me  with  my 
slip  covers,"  or  "Won't  you  please 
go  shopping  with  my  daughter  and 
me  for  a  college  wardrobe?  By  the 
way,  there  are  a  couple  of  things 
we  want  to  make;  perhaps  it 
wouldn't  be  too  much  trouble  for 
you  to  do  them  for  us."  Why  does 
it  always  seem  to  happen  that  on 
the  same  day  there  is  a  request  to 
help  prepare  and  serve  a  church 
dinner?  Some  churches  put  their 
minister's  wife  on  a  pedestal  and 
make  her  the  official  hostess  at  all 
church  dinners  and  functions  while 
others  churches  think  she  should 
never  be  seen  or  heard  and  keep 
her  in  the  kitchen  serving  plates 
or  washing  dishes. 

The  minister's  wife  who  is  inter- 
ested in  her  husband's  work  will  be 
vitally  interested  in  the  women's 
organization  and  its  place  in  the 
total  program  of  the  church.  She  will 
attend  all  meetings  as  a  part  of  her 
regular  duties.  Upon  arrival  she 
may  suddenly,  without  previous 
notice,  be  called  upon  to  do  any- 
thing from  playing  the  piano  or 
leading  the  singing  to  conducting  a 
twenty-minute  devotional  or  filling 
in  for  a  speaker  who  failed  to  ap- 
pear. Also  she  will  have  the  delight- 
ful privilege  of  representing  her 
church  at  many  community  and  in- 


terdenominational meetings.  On  oc- 
casion she  will  be  a  delegate  to 
district  meeting.  If  she  is  lucky  she 
might  get  to  be  a  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting  and  if  she  is  very  lucky 
may  be  allowed  her  expenses. 

If  you  look  often  enough  or  long 
enough  you  will  find  the  minister's 
wife  is  very  human.  You  may  find 
her  with  her  family  figuring  on  the 
family  budget  because  she  knows 
her  looks  and  appearance  as  well 
as  that  of  the  parsonage  and  other 
members  of  the  family  will  add  to 
or  detract  from  her  husband's  pro- 
fessional stature.  Many  times  she 
wishes  the  money  would  be  like  the 
widow's  supply  of  flour  and  oil  so 
that  she  might  have  enough  to  en- 
tertain church  groups,  official  and 
unofficial,  in  order  to  promote  a 
spirit  of  good  fellowship  among  the 
members  or  that  her  husband  might 
buy  that  book  he  has  wanted  and 
needs  so  badly  or  that  the  family 
might  have  a  bit  of  fun  together 
so  the  PK  ("parsonage  kid")  will 
not  feel  he  is  of  less  importance  to 
mom  and  pop  than  the  other  chil- 
dren of  the  church. 

One  of  the  biggest  jobs  a  minis- 
ter's wife  has  is  that  of  bolstering 
her  husband's  morale.  If  the  Sun- 
day morning  sermon  upset  a  promi- 

Continued   on  page  24 
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The  following  paragraphs  are  excerpts  from  a  letter  by  H.  Spenser  Minnich  to  an  Indian 
government  educational  officer 

December  23,  1949 
Dear  Mr.  Desai: 

It  was  my  privilege  to  converse  with  you  on  the  train  as 
we  left  Anklesvar,  where  you  delivered  the  address  in  the  25th 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Vocational  Training  College.  I  asked 
you  the  question,  "What  would  you  like  Christian  missions  to  do 
further  in  your  country?"  You  replied  by  paying  compliments  to 
practical  work  which  missionaries  have  done  but  stated  that  you 
have  heard  that  "missionaries  do  their  practical  service  in  edu- 
cation, medicine,  relief"  and  so  forth  as  a  means  of  proselytiz- 
ing people  to  the  Christian  faith.  I  had  just  started  to  comment 
when  friends  joined  you  and  we  never  finished  the  conversation. 
May  I  share  a  few  more  thoughts  with  you? 

The  true  missionary  is  interested  in  fellow  human  beings 
and  is  motivated  by  a  spirit  of  love.  A  discerning  missionary 
wants  not  only  to  pass  tangible  good  to  a  fellow  human  but  to 
transmit  to  him  the  power  to  achieve  for  himself  and  the  spirit 
to  be  a  missionary  to  others.  There  must  be  transmitted  not 
only  "the  know  how"  but  the  "spirit  to  do."  Only  because  of  this 
spirit  have  thousands  of  Christian  missionaries  been  willing 
and  eager  to  leave  comfortable  situations  in  their  homelands 
and  go  to  a  people  who  are  in  need.  We  attribute  this  to  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  in  our  lives. 

Missionaries  have  no  desire  nor  do  they  find  joy  in  dis- 
turbing the  status  quo  of  the  Indian  people  except  that  a  new 
and  better  life  be  experienced.  Can  the  life  of  the  Indian 
people  improve  without  any  disturbance  to  religious  thought? 
Someone  has  said  that  a  man  can  rise  no  higher  than  his  concept 
of  the  God  he  worships.  In  Jesus  we  have  a  historical  person 
who  actually  lived  and  whose  life  was  regarded  as  sinless.  We 
Christians  seek  to  embody  in  our  teaching  the  concepts  of  God 
which  we  get  from  Jesus.  In  actual  practice  we  share  these  with 
the  people  of  India  and  engage  in  practical  work  as  a  testimony 
of  our  concept  of  the  Christian  life.  Our  practical  work  is  a 
by-product  of  our  basic  belief  and  philosophy.  It  is  true  that 
we  seek  to  share  this  as  fully  as  possible  with  the  people  of 
your  country,  and  that  we  hope  this  way  of  thinking  and  worship- 
ping would  commend  itself  so  that  Indian  people  may  accept 
Christ  and  his  way  of  life  as  theirs.  Missionaries  work  patient- 
ly, prayerfully,  trusting  that  their  labors  will  be  blessed  with 
something  good  for  the  people  among  whom  they  work. 

I  am  aware  of  the  rich  heritage  of  culture  passed  from 
generation  to  generation  through  the  long  years  of  India's  his- 
tory. I  think  no  missionary  finds  joy  in  disturbing  the  re- 
ligious and  cultural  pattern  of  India  except  in  the  hope  that 
the  ultimate  outcome  is  good.  We  believe  the  Christian  religion 
does  not  negate  anything  good  in  any  of  the  religions  of  India. 
We  believe  it  adds  to  the  sum  total  of  good. 

Very  cordially  yours, 
H.  Spenser  Minnich. 


L.  R.  Descri 


To  this  letter  the  government  educator  said  in  reply 


Dear  Mr.  Minnich: 

Thanks  for  your  letter.  I 
of  view.  My  only  object  in  sugge 
educational  and  cultural  facilit 
the  backward  communities  should 
hear  complaints  that  the  childre 
agree  to  embrace  Christianity  ar 
given  other  facilities  and  advan 
mere  hearsay  and  I  do  wish  and  h 
no  question  of  disturbance  to  th 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  m 
the  furtherance  of  education  in 
rendered  yeoman  service  to  the  c 


January  10,  1950 


very  much  appreciate  your  point 
sting  what  I  felt  was  that  the 
ies  given  by  the  missionaries  to 
not  be  conditional.  We  often 
n  of  only  those  parents  who 
e  allowed  in  the  schools  or  are 
tages.  This  also,  I  must  say,  is 
ope  that  it  is  wrong.  There  is 
e  religious  patterns  in  India 
issionaries  have  done  a  lot  in 
this  country  and  have  really 
ountry. 

Yours  sincerely, 
1.  R.  Desai 


I  Married  a  Minister 

Continued  from  page  22 

nent  and  influential  member,  if 
the  attendance  was  down,  if  a 
committee  with  limited  vision  and 
penny-pinching  policies  made  deci- 
sions that  held  up  the  progress  of 
the  church's  work,  she  feels  as  keen- 
ly as  her  husband  the  concern  and 
disappointment.  More  than  any 
other  woman  she  shares  intimately 
the  professional  activities  of  her 
husband  and  their  spirits  frequently 
rise  and  fall  together. 

Many  calls  the  wife  will  make 
with  her  husband.  Frequently  she 
will  be  invited  to  committee  meet- 
ings, and  almost  daily  she  will  have 
opportunities  officially  and  other- 
wise to  give  guidance.  Always  she 
must  be  as  wise  as  a  serpent  and 
as  harmless  as  a  dove,  leading  in 
the  right  direction  without  appear- 
ing to  usurp  too  much  authority  or 
to  be  too  much  in  the  limelight. 

As  you  continue  to  look  into  the 
parsonage  window  there  will  be 
many  times  when  you  will  hear 
squeals  of  delight,  of  joy  and  of 
surprise.  I  am  human  enough  to 
need  words  of  kindness  and  appre- 
ciation, gifts  and  remembrances. 
Many  times  the  whole  atmosphere 
of  our  home  has  been  transformed, 
our  attitude  toward  our  work  has 
been  changed  from  a  negative  one 
to  a  positive  one  because  someone 
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was  thoughtful  enough  to  telephone 
a  word  of  thanks  and  encourage- 
ment or  gracious  and  generous 
enough  to  send  a  remembrance  that 
said  someone  cared  and  understood 
enough  to  give  us  the  assurance  of 
their  continued  loyalty  and  support. 

Among  the  happiest  times  we 
have  are  those  we  spend  together 
as  a  family.  It  might  be  doing  some- 
thing at  the  church  or  for  the 
church.  It  might  be  on  some  family 
project  such  as  making  out  of  odds 
and  ends  some  needed  pieces  of 
furniture  like  lamps  and  book- 
shelves. Again  it  might  be  in  a 
budget-stretching  family  council  on 
how  to  make  a  trip  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing. Or  it  might  be  an  evening  of 
music,  home  movies,  games,  read- 
ing, candy  making,  or  a  time  spent 
in  just  sitting  around  talking  over 
the  things  in  which  we  are  all  inter- 
ested. We  have  found  that  one  of 
the  secrets  of  being  happy  in  a  par- 
sonage is  to  make  a  great  deal  out 
of  a  very  little. 

One  of  the  satisfying  rewards  of 
our  work  has  been  in  helping  young 
couples  plan  their  weddings,  trying 
to  make  them  meaningful  experi- 
ences for  them,  and  then  in  seeing 
them  adjust  to  each  other  in  a 
splendid  way,  founding  the  kind  of 
homes  that  can  take  their  places 
among  the  good  homes  of  the 
church.  Still  another  has  been 
found  in  opening  the  parsonage  door 
to  boards  and  committees  that  come 
to  plan  how  the  church  program  can 


be  more  forward  looking  and  more 
effective  in  meeting  the  needs  of 
all  the  members  with  regard  to  wor- 
ship, Christian  education,  fellowship 
and  service.  The  greatest  joy  comes 
as  children,  young  people  and  adults 
are  led  to  accept  Christ  and  come 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church 
and  as  all  of  the  members  develop 
a  fuller  understanding  of  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

One  of  the  rewarding  experiences 
for  a  minister's  family  is  the  won- 
derful opportunity  for  fellowship 
with  some  of  the  choice  spirits  of 
our  church  and  of  all  churches.  We 
prize  those  moments  of  inspiring, 
informal  fellowship  around  the 
kitchen  table,  at  the  dishpan,  or  in 
the  wee  hours  of  night  with  those 
we  are  honored  to  call  our  friends. 
They  have  lifted  our  eyes  from  the 
task  at  hand  to  the  broader  impli- 
cations of  our  work.  Some  of  these 
wonderful  people  of  vision,  insight 
and  devotion  have  been  found  in  the 
membership  of  the  churches  it  has 
been  our  privilege  to  serve.  It  is 
the  touch  of  their  lives  upon  ours 
that  has  really  made  our  work  a 
thrilling  experience. 

A  parsonage  is  a  wonderful  place 
to  live.  The  joys  and  rewards  far 
outweigh  the  disappointments.  Its 
opportunities  and  responsibilities 
are  related  to  the  greatest  work  in 
the  world.  If  I  could  do  it  again 
I  would  choose  to  grow  up  in  the 
same  minister's  home,  I  would  mar- 
ry a  minister  and  the  same  one. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

One  Thousand  Families 

One  thousand  families,  approxi- 
mately 4,000  persons,  are  coming 
now  through  New  Windsor.  We  do 
not  have  to  go  to  them.  We  do  not 
have  to  knock  at  their  door.  We 
do  not  have  to  break  down  prejudice 
and  build  up  a  carefully  planned 
missionary  approach.  These  people 
come  in  need.  They  are  eager  for 
friendship,  for  love,  for  fellowship. 
They  have  lost  their  country  and 
are  accepting  a  new  land.  They  are 
ready,  open,  and  willing  for  Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

Here  is  the  "stranger  within  our 
gates."  The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  not  seeing  the  vision  and  oppor- 
tunity as  it  might.  Where  are  the 
missionary-minded  people  and 
churches?  Where  are  the  service- 
minded  people? 

Eating  supper  at  the  same  table 
with  me  tonight  was  a  fine-looking 
mother  from  Latvia  with  her  own 
mother.  This  young  mother  has  two 
daughters,  perhaps  sixteen  and 
eighteen,  with  her.  These  four  are 
now  in  New  Windsor  waiting  for 
some  community  and  church  to  wel- 


come them  into  their  midst.  I  asked 
her  about  the  father  of  her  daugh- 
ters. He  is  and  has  been  for  ten 
years  a  prisoner  in  Siberia.  Here 
are  four  beautiful  personalities,  re- 
fined and  eager  to  live  and  make  a 
contribution  to  some  American  com- 
munity. Here  are  four  persons 
needing  Christian  fellowship  in  a 
strange  land.  Some  body  or  some 
church  will  lose  its  soul  if  it  neglects 
this  golden  opportunity  to  offer 
Christian   fellowship   to   them. 

Here  are  a  family  of  seven.  A 
fine  father  and  mother  and  three 
very  well-behaved  and  fine-appear- 
ing children.  Each  of  the  parents 
has  his  and  her  mother  with  them. 
The  father  is  a  photographer  trained 
and  experienced  in  the  laboratory 
phase  of  that  work.  Since  the  fami- 
ly is  large  they  have  been  here 
more  than  three  weeks  accumulat- 
ing a  board  and  room  bill  which  will 
be  burdensome  for  them  to  pay 
even  after  they  begin  earning. 

We  have  a  single  man  with  ex- 
perience in  a  symphony  orchestra, 
having  played  in  some  Italian  city. 
This  evening  he  played  for  the 
group  after  supper.  Here  is  one  of 
the  artists  who  perhaps  should  be 
saved.  He  needs  friends.  There  are 
many     communities     which     could 


College  Physician  Benefits  McPherson  College  and  Church 

Dr.  William  C.  Heaston  was  the  college 
physician  at  McPherson  College  for  forty- 
two  years.  It  has  been  said  of  him  that 
he  was  never  happy  unless  he  was  doing 
the  work  of  two  men  and  helping  someone. 
One  of  his  outstanding  loves  was  for 
young  people.  Accordingly,  he  maintained 
a  very  close  relationship  with  McPherson 
College  and  rarely  missed  any  of  its  fine 
arts  or  athletic  events.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Heaston,  throughout  their  lifetimes,  were 
generous  contributors  to  the  college.  They 
established  numerous  scholarships  for  the 
benefit  of  college  students.  They  donated 
musical  instruments  and  other  equipment 
to  the  college.  They  refurnished  the  presi- 
dent's and  the  dean's  offices. 
Their  interest  in  the  church  was  just  as  genuine.  Throughout  the  years 
they  helped  to  bring  into  existence  the  beautiful  McPherson  church  build- 
ing. After  Mrs.  Heaston  passed  on  a  few  years  ago,  Dr.  Heaston  built  in 
her  memory  a  beautiful  memorial  chapel  equipped  with  organ  and  other 
furnishings  to  aid  the  students  and  congregation  in  quiet  periods  of  worship 
and  meditation. 

After  Dr.  Heaston's  recent  passing,  his  children  donated  the  beautiful 
Heaston  home  to  the  college  as  the  college  president's  home.  It  is  an  English 
style  home  built  of  native  Kansas  stone.  It  will  lend  itself  admirably  to 
furthering  the  functions  of  entertainment  and  fellowship  which  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Heaston  carried  on  within  the  home  during  their  own  residence 
there.  The  Heaston  children,  who  contributed  this  memorial  gift  in  the 
spirit  of  their  parents'  lives,  were  Mrs.  Gladys  H.  Krehbeil  and  Mrs.  Inez 
H.  Graber,  both  of  Kansas,  and  Joe  G.  Heaston  of  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex. 
The  obituary  of  Dr.  Heaston  appears  also  in  this  issue  of  the  Messenger. 


have  a  wonderful  Christian  experi- 
ence in  helping  him. 

Bringing  two  mothers  from  New 
York  the  other  day,  we  had  the 
experience  of  one  woman  confessing 
that  she  was  afraid  that  she  might 
be  taken  to  a  work  farm.  I  know 
that  she  was  thinking  of  the  forced 
labor  farms  of  Europe.  These  peo- 
ple did  not  know  where  we  were 
taking  them  or  what  was  in  store 
for  them.  They  have  only  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  ten  years  from 
which  to  imagine  what  lies  before 
them.    They  need  much  reassuring. 

We  need  to  interpret  this  opportu- 
nity to  the  churches.  Church  people 
need  to  respond  in  the  spirit  of 
the   Lord. 

Pre-Easter  Services  Held 

Five  neighboring  churches  of 
Northern  Indiana  co-operated  in  a 
series  of  pre-Easter  services  from 
April  2  to  April  6.  On  Sunday  night 
at  the  Yellow  Creek  church  Bro. 
Charles  Stouder  spoke  on  A  Day  of 
Psalms;  Monday  night  at  the  Waka- 
rusa  church  Bro.  Eugene  Carper 
used  the  subject,  The  Last  Straw; 
Tuesday  night  at  the  Baugo  church 
Bro.  Charles  Light  used  the  subject, 
Resources  for  Realities;  Wednesday 
night  at  the  Elkhart  Valley  church 
Bro.  Arthur  Keim  spoke  on  The 
Glorified  Christ;  Thursday  night  at 
the  Union  Center  church  Bro.  Stan- 
ley Bittinger  gave  a  sermon  on 
Three  Crosses  on  Golgotha.  These 
services  were  rather  well  attended 
in  spite  of  rainy  weather  and  bad 
roads.  Offerings  were  lifted  at  each 
service.  After  deducting  expenses, 
$227.14  was  sent  to  the  home  mis- 
sion work  of  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board. — H.  S.  Bowers,  Waka- 
rusa,   Ind. 

Brethren  Family  Enrolls  Seventy- 
seven  Ministers 

The  following  is  a  recent  excerpt 
from  a  write-up  in  the  Preston 
County  Journal,   W.  Va.: 

"One  of  the  oldest  and  most  out- 
standing families  of  Preston  County, 
W.  Va.,  is  that  of  Peter  Fike,  Sr., 
and  his  many  descendants.  This 
family  is  noted  for  the  large  number 
of  ministers  who  are  direct  descend- 
ants or  have  married  into  the  family 
during  the  period  of  about  five 
generations. 

Peter  Fike,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Pa.,  in  1794.  He 
moved  to  a  farm  two  miles  south- 
east of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  in  1854.  He 
died  in  1871  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven. 
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There  are  seventy-seven  ministers 
of  the  gospel  in  this  family.  Three 
of  the  seventy-seven  are  ministers 
in  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
rest  are  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  one  of  its  branches.  The  fam- 
ily produced  missionaries  to  Africa, 
India  and  China.  It  produced  an 
editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
official  organ  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  a  president  of  one  of 
the  Brethren  colleges  located  at  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas. 

Following  are  the  list  of  the  min- 
isters in  alphabetical  order: 


About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Albin,  Charles 
Arnold,  Albert 
Arnold,  Harvey- 
Arnold,  John 
Arnold,  Perry 
Bastin,  Fred 
Bittinger,  Emmert 
Bittinger,  Desmond 
Bittinger,  Foster 
Bittinger,  Stanley 
Bosserman,  W.  D. 
Bucklew,  A.  H. 
Fike,  Aaron 
Fike,  Albert 
Fike,  Alva 
Fike,  Alva  C. 
Fike,  Clarence 
Fike,  Earl 
Fike,  Earl 
Fike,  Earl  W. 
Fike,  Earl  W.,  Jr. 
Fike,  Emerson 
Fike,  Emra 
Fike,  Ervin 
Fike,  Ezra 
Fike,  Galen 
Fike,  John 
Fike,  Jonas 
Fike,  Lester 
Fike,  Lorenzo 
Fike,  Olonzo 
Fike,  Paul 
Fike,  Phineas 
Fike,  Sam  K. 
Fike,  Sam  N. 
Fike,  Tobias 
Ford,  Donald 
Gerdes,  Galen 

Ziegler, 


Hamstead,  Obed 
Harsh,  Alva 
Harsh,  Norman 
Holsopple,  Clarence 
Huffman,  Jacob 
Jones,  Ollie 
Liller,  Henry 
Liller,  James 
McKimmy,  Nathan 
Miller,  Curtis 
Miller,  Dr.  H.  C. 
Miller,  Jeremiah 
Miller,  Joseph 
Mosser,  Henry 
Pletcher,  Irvin 
Pletcher,  Ordy 
Pletcher,  Remo 
Shaffer,  Dewey 
Shively,  Ernest 
Snider,  Noah 
Snider,  Phineas 
Spaid,  Dan  B. 
Teets,  W.  L. 
Quann,  Dan 
Thompson,  Charles 
Thompson,  C,  Jr. 
Thompson,  Israel 
Vought,  Chas.  E. 
Weimer,  Amzi 
Weimer,  Dennis 
Weimer,  F.  N. 
Weimer,  Israel 
Weimer,  Samuel 
Waybright,  Wilma 
Wheeler,  Wayne 
Whitacre,  Charles 
Whitacre,  Joseph 
Wolfe,  Marshall 
Edward 


Anniversaries 

and  Weddings 


Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Alldredge  of  An- 
derson, Ind.,  celebrated  their  sixtieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  on  April  9,  1950,  with  a 


reception  given  by  their  two  children  and 
their  families,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  All- 
dredge  and  Elder  and  Mrs.  Russell  Sho- 
walter.  Open  house  was  also  held  in  their 
honor  by  the  Anderson  church. 

The  couple  were  married  April  9,   1890, 
by    Elder    Isaac    Bronson.     To    this    union 


Ten  Famous  Missionaries.  Basil 
Miller.    Zondervan.    80  pages.    $1.00. 

Basil  Miller  has  turned  to  the 
stories  of  ten  famous  missionaries 
and  rewritten  these  biographies  in 
his  own  lively  style.  It  is  good  that 
the  author  has  brought  fresh  stories 
of  great  missionaries  to  the  present- 
day  reading  public.  The  ten  mis- 
sionaries are  William  Carey,  Wil- 
liam Bagby,  John  G.  Paton,  David 
Livingstone,  J.  Hudson  Taylor, 
David  Brainerd,  Robert  Moffat, 
Jonathan  Goforth,  Adoniram  Judson 
and  Francis  of  Assisi.  Such  a  book 
of  biographies  of  world-wide  mis- 
sionaries should  inspire  our  denomi- 
nation to  have  similar  biographies 
concerning  our  own  missionaries. 
— Arietta  C.  Mow. 

Doctor  of  the  Happy  Landings. 
Julia  and  Eugene  Kellersberger. 
John  Knox  Press.    265  pages.    $2.00. 

Anyone  who  has  read  Mrs.  Kel- 
lersberger's  books  and  articles 
knows  that  she  is  gifted  as  a  writer. 
She  is  vivid  in  her  descriptions  and 
makes  the  reader  see  what  she  sees 
and  feel  what  she  feels.  In  this 
book,  the  Kellersbergers  tell  of  their 
experiences  as  they  visited  at  vari- 
ous places  and  studied  leprosy  col- 


onies around  the  world.  Church  of 
the  Brethren  people  will  be  espe- 
cially interested  in  the  account  of 
The  Juju  Road  in  Nigeria  since  it 
tells  about  the  visit  to  the  leper 
colony  at  Garkida.  Although  they 
do  not  name  the  missionary  who 
was  their  escort,  it  is  common 
knowledge  that  Clarence  Heckman 
was  their  driver  and  their  guide. 
This  book  should  be  made  available 
to  children  in  our  homes,  so  that  they 
may  know  the  thrill  of  adventures 
undertaken  by  courageous  Chris- 
tians.— Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Legends  Children  Love.  Joanna 
Strong.  Hart  Publishing  Co.  96 
pages.    $1.25. 

Greek  myths,  Roman  legends  and 
Norse  tales  are  told  in  this  book  in 
an  exciting  manner  that  will  fasci- 
nate boys  and  girls  who  enjoy  read- 
ing fantastic  adventures.  Includes 
such  stories  as:  The  Trojan  Horse, 
Jason  and  the  Golden  Fleece, 
Ulysses  and  the  Cyclops,  Pandora, 
Romulus  and  Remus,  Thor  and  the 
Giants,  Baldur  the  Beautiful,  Rich- 
ard the  Lion  Hearted,  and  King 
Arthur.  The  tales  have  real  literary 
merit  and  the  book  is  attractively 
styled. — Hazel  Kennedy. 
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were  born  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  There  are  six  grandchil- 
dren. 

Bro.  Alldredge  is  an  ordained  minister, 
schoolteacher  and  attorney;  he  served 
twelve  years  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  twelve  years  in  the  senate  of 
the  Indiana  state  legislature.  He  also 
served  the  church  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, member  of  the  mission  board, 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
aged  persons'  home  in  Middletown,  Ind., 
Manchester  College  trustee  and  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  He  helped  establish 
the  Anderson  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Sister  Alldredge  was  president  of  the 
ladies'  aid  society  for  many  years  and  is 
still  active  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

Both  Brother  and  Sister  Alldredge  en- 
joy good  health  and  attend  church  serv- 
ices regularly. — Elden  M.  Petry,  Ander- 
son, Ind. 

Sixty-eighth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  and  Sister  J.  C.  Mitchel  of  Clay 
City,  Ind.,  celebrated  their  sixty-eighth 
wedding  anniversary  on  March  19,  1950, 
at  their  home.  Many  friends  called  to 
bring  good  wishes,  cards,  flowers  and  gifts. 
In  the  evening  friends  and  members  of  the 
church  gathered  for  a  period  of  worship 
and  a  social  hour.  They  all  joined  in 
singing  the  songs  from  the  old  Brethren 
Hymnal.  Ours  was  a  musical  family  and 
music  played  an  important  part  in  the 
home. 

J.  C.  Mitchell  and  Barbara  Hensel  were 
married  near  Clay  City,  March  19,  1882,  by 
Elder  David  Culler.  They  have  spent  their 
entire  married  life  in  that  vicinity.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  they  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  A  few  years  later 
father  was  elected  to  the  ministry  and 
later  to  the  eldership  in  which  office  he 


served  until  age  no  longer  permitted.  He 
served  as  minister  of  the  Maple  Grove 
church  for  many  years. 

They  have  also  been  faithful  readers  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger  for  many  years,  and 
it  has  become  an  important  part  of  their 
home. 

They  have  seven  living  children,  all  of 
whom  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren:  Howard,  Dora,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Youngblood,  all  of  the  home  vicinity,  Mrs. 
Laura  Bashore,  Mrs.  Lunette  Taylor  and 
Mrs.  Hazel  Boots,  all  of  California,  and 
Mrs.  Oda  Boyer  of  Arlington,  Va. 

Father  and  mother  are  ninety-four  and 
eighty-eight  respectively.  They  are  alert 
for  their  years.  They  have  lived  full,  rich 
lives  and  the  Lord  has  blessed  them 
abundantly. — The  children. 

Fiftieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Whetstone  of 
Winona,  Minn.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  March  8,  1950, 
with  open  house  at  the  Cecil  Whetstone 
home  in  Winona. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whetstone  have  lived  in 
Winona  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  Mr. 
Whetstone  is  from  the  family  who  were 
charter  members  of  the  Lewiston  church, 
Minn. 

They  have  two  sons,  David  of  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.,  and  Frank  of  Winona,  and  three 
grandchildren. — Mrs.  William  E.  Wright, 
Utica,  Minn. 

Barto-Myers. — Harvey  G.  Barto,  Jr.,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Helen  M.  Myers  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  22,  1950,  in  the 
Gettysburg  church,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  Walter 
A.  Keeney. — Mrs.  W.  A.  Keeney,  Gettys- 
burg, Pa. 

Besore-Killian. — Norman  G  Besore  of 
Oristown,    Pa.,    and    Edna   Mae   Killian   of 


Shippensburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Shippensburg 
church,  April  21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Donald   F.   Hursh,    Shippensburg,   Pa. 

Carlson-Forney. — Keith  Carlson  of  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa,  and  Mary  E.  Forney  of  Wa- 
terloo, Iowa,  in  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa,  March  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Clarence  D.  Sink,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Clinedinsx-Molon. — Andrew  P.  Clinedinst 
and  Catherine  V.  Moton,  both  of  Mt.  Jack- 
son, Va.,  April  29,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — N.  J.  Miller,  Mt. 
Jackson,  Va. 

Derringer-Hyder. — Donald  Derringer  of 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  Josephine  Hyder 
of  BrookviJle,  Ohio,  April  16,  1950,  in  the 
Eversole  church,  by  the  undersigned. — J. 
Oliver  Dearing,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Evans-Wagner. — William  E.  Evans,  Jr., 
and  Grace  M.  Wagner,  March  4,  1950,  in 
the  Lancaster  church,  Pa.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Ferreira-Snider. — Gilbert  Ferreira  and 
Edith  P.  Snider,  both  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
April  25,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Balti- 
more, by  the  undersigned. — Jacob  F.  Rep- 
logle,   Baltimore,   Md. 

Florman-Smalley. — Leon  Florman  of 
Grand  Junction,  Iowa,  and  Donna  Marie 
Smalley  of  Beaver,  Iowa,  April  14,  1950,  in 
the  Beaver  church,  Iowa,  by  the  under- 
signed.— H.   W.   Duncanson,    Beaver,   Iowa. 

Gay-Nifong. — Harold  D.  Gay  and  Anna 
Mae  Nifong,  both  of  Etna  Green,  Ind., 
April  9,  1950,  in  the  Camp  Creek  church, 
by  the  undersigned.— N.  H.  Miller,  Bour- 
bon, Ind. 

Meyers-Horst.— Edward  J.  Meyers  of 
York,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  M.  Clyde  Horst  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  April  22,  1950,  in  the 
Harrisburg  church,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Fred  Hollingshead,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Minnie  H.  Brubaker 

Minnie  H.  Brubaker,  daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Orilla  Landis,  was  born  in  Conway 
Springs,  Kansas,  July  12,  1883,  and  passed 
away  at  Fresno,  Calif.,  Aug.  25,  1949.  The 
family  interest  reached  far  beyond  their 
own  needs,  and  they  were  among  the  group 
that  organized  the  Mt.  Hope  church  in  Lo- 
gan County,  Okla. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  O. 
Hartman  in  1901.  To  this  union  nine  chil- 
dren were  born.  They  were  always  active 
in  the  work  of  the  church.  They  moved  to 
California  in  the  early  1900's.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  they  were  members  of  the 
Live  Oak  congregation.  In  1934  they  moved 
to  Fresno.  Bro.  Hartman  preceded  her  in 
death  in  1946. 

In  1948  she  was  married  to  Elder  W.  R. 
Brubaker  of  Live  Oak.  They  made  their 
home  in  the  Fresno  congregation  and  were 
both  active  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is  sur- 
vived by  eight  children,  a  number  of 
grandchildren,  eight  stepchildren  and  two 
brothers,  John  Landis  and  O.  L.  Landis, 
both  of  Marysville,  Calif. 

Sister  Brubaker  has  always  been  a  lov- 
ing wife  and  mother.  Her  thoughts  were 
always  of  others  and  she  devoted  her  life 
to  helping  the  needy. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Lisle  funeral  home,  Fresno,  by  the  under- 
signed and  Bro.  Wilbur  Liskey. — Vernon  F. 
Miller,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Fred  R.  Zook 

Fred  R.,  son  of  John  H.  and  Hannah 
Zook.  was  born  near  Curryville,  Pa.,  Nov. 
10,  1870,  and  died  at  the  Nason  Hospital, 
Roaring  Spring,  Nov.  20,  1949. 

He  united  with  the  church  at  an  early 
age.  In  1908  he  was  called  to  the  ministry. 
He  held  pastorates  at  the  Berkey  church, 
at  Windber,  Pa.,  and  at  Shippensburg,  Pa. 
Most  of  his  work  as  a  minister  was  as  a 
local  preacher  in  various  churches.  He  also 
served  as  elder  in  the  Albright  church, 
near  Roaring  Spring,  for  fifteen  years  and 
copastor  until  failing  health  forced  him  to 
resign.  In  earlier  years  he  did  consider- 
able   evangelistic    work.     His   kindly    and 


sympathetic  personality  won  him  a  wide 
circle  of  friends,  and  many  accepted  Christ 
through  his  ministry. 

In  1892  he  was  married  to  Anna  Mary 
Seedenberg  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sons,  three  daugh- 
ters, twenty  grandchildren,  six  great- 
grandchildren, and  two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mar- 
tinsburg church  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, by  Brethren  M.  G.  Wilson  and  D.  I. 
Pepple.  Interment  was  in  the  Cross  Roads 
cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  O.  Berry,  Martinsburg, 
Pa. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Reed 
Sarah  Reed,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and 
Sarah  Reed,  was  born  Aug.   24,   1877,   and 
died  Dec.  14,   1949,  at  her  home  in  Floyd, 
Va. 

In  1912  she  was 
married  to  General 
Crackett  Reed.  To 
this  union  were 
born  three  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom 
survive. 

In  1834  she  united 
with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  and 
remained  faithful 
until  death. 

She  is  survived 
by  her  husband  and 
three  children,  Mrs. 
Vashti  Chandler  of 
Christiansburg,  Va., 
Simon  C.  of  Radford,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Effie 
Bannick  at  home;  three  grandchildren; 
one  sister,  Mrs.  Deliah  Booth  of  Floyd, 
Va.;  three  brothers,  Richard  of  Floyd,  Va., 
Jack  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Enoch  of  Glas- 
gow, Va. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Beaver 
Creek  church  by  Brethren  Archie  P.  Naff, 
N.  S.  Mannan  and  Roscoe  Reed.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  N. 
S.  Mannon,  Floyd,  Va. 

Eliza  Fike  Siemen 

Eliza  Stemen,  daughter  of  Jacob  M.  and 
Katherine  Fike,  was  born  Oct.  2,  1870,  in 
Eagle  Center,  Iowa. 

At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  she 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Water- 
loo. In  1899  she 
was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  John 
Glessner  of  Water- 
loo. To  this  union 
were  born  two  chil- 
dren. 

In      1901      they 

moved    to    Sargent, 

Minn.,   and   in   1906 

moved    to    a    farm 

near   Fessenden,   N. 

Dak.     In    1924   they 

moved    to    Carring- 

ton.     In   1925   Bro.    Glessner   passed   away. 

In    1943    Sister    Glessner   was    married    to 

Sylvan  Stemen  of  Edgeley,  N.  Dak. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Kreps  of  Carrington 
and  Mrs.  George  Barnes  of  Minot,  N.  Dak., 
one  grandchild,  Alfred  Kreps,  two  step- 
daughters, three  stepsons  and  four  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Carrington  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Edward  Zook  of  Cando, 
N.  Dak— D.  A.  Miller,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 

Dr.  William  C.  Heaston 

William  C.  Heaston  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1872,  in  Harrison  County,  Iowa.  He  de- 
parted this  life  at  McPherson,  Kansas, 
March  4,  1950.  His  parents  migrated  over 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  Salt  Lake  City  and 
later  returned  to  Iowa.  William  grew  up 
near  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  and  attended  Mc- 
Pherson College,  Kansas.  While  there  he 
met  Susannah  Harnly,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  December  1896.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  Gladys  and  Inez, 
both  of  Kansas,  and  Joseph  Gordon  of 
Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.  Three  brothers  and 
two  sisters  likewise  remain. 


faithful    member    of 


Dr.  Heaston  entered  medical  college  aft- 
er the  three  children  were  born.  He 
moved  to  McPherson  in  1908  and  since  that 
time  has  been  college  physician.  He  re- 
ceived general  recognition  for  his  ability 
as  a  surgeon  and  obstetrician.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  which 
erected  the  first  hospital  in  McPherson. 
During  his  lifetime  he  took  refresher 
courses  at  Mayo  Clinic  and  elsewhere.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  American  College 
of  Surgeons  and  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  Sc.D. 

He  was  a  long-time  active  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and,  together 
with  his  wife,  made  many  significant  con- 
tributions to  the  life  and  growth  of  the 
church,  and  of  McPherson  College.  He 
continued  in  active  service  until  the  very 
hour  of  his  final  affliction.  A  further  state- 
ment of  his  contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
church  appears  in  this  issue. — From  the 
Spectator. 

Belle  Kuns 

Belle  Kuns  was  born  Sept.  1,  1868,  at 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Garden  City,  Kansas,  March  18,  1950. 

She  moved  with 
her  parents  to  Kan- 
sas in  1882.  In  1890 
she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  F.  A. 
Kuns  in  Fredonia, 
Kansas.  To  this 
union  five  children 
were    born. 

In  1905  they  came 
to  Finney  County 
and  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Garden 
City.  Sister  Kuns 
was  a  charter 
member  of  the 
Garden  City  church 
and  was  always  a 
the  church  of  her 
choice.  Across  the  years  she  has  exhibited 
one  of  the  finest  examples  of  Christian 
faithfulness  to  Christ  and  the  church. 

She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  hus- 
band, who  died  in  1924,  and  a  daughter, 
Iva,  who  died  in  1900.  She  is  survived  by 
three  sons,  Ira  and  Alva,  both  of  Garden 
City,  and  William  A.  of  Columbus,  Ohio; 
one  daughter,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Jewell  of  Gar- 
den City;  one  brother,  Frank  Messener  of 
San  Francisco,  Calif.;  sixteen  grandchil- 
dren; and  nine  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Gar- 
den City  church  by  Bro.  A.  L.  Patrick,  as- 
sisted by  Elder  George  W.  Burgin.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Valley  View  cemetery, 
Garden  City. — Mrs.  Mace  Jewell,  Garden 
City,  Kansas. 

Bigler,  Amelia,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Anie  Messner  and  widow  of  Elmer  Bigler, 
was  born  near  Brickerville,  Pa.,  March  1, 
1878,  and  died  March  26,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  many  years.  She  is  survived  by  six 
daughters,  sixteen  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  pastor, 
Elder  Jacob  T.  Dick,  from  the  Spacht  fu- 
neral home.  Interment  was  in  the  Neffs- 
ville  Brethren  cemetery. — Mrs.  Louis 
Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Billinger,  Theresa,  wife  of  Reuben  Bil- 
linger,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Big  Rapids,  Mich., 
Oct.  6,  1949.  She  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Rodney  church  for  many  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  foster 
son,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
John  Van  Meter. — Mrs.  Leslie  Van  West- 
rienen,  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

Chandler,  Charles  T.,  son  of  Woodrow 
and  Barbara  Holland  Chandler,  was  born 
in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  April  18,  1880, 
and  died  at  his  home  near  Middletown, 
Ind.,  March  28,  1950.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Minnie  Alice  Oxley  on  Dec. 
25,  1901,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ten 
children.    He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
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sons,  three  daughters,  twenty-three  grand- 
children, six  great-grandchildren,  one  sis- 
ter and  one  brother.  He  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Upper  Fall  Creek  church, 
where  he  served  as  a  deacon  and  trustee 
for  many  years.  He  was  the  sexton  of  Mil- 
ler cemetery  for  several  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Upper  Fall  Creek 
church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Claudius  Pyles 
of  Ingalls.  Burial  was  in  the  Miller  ceme- 
tery.— Goldie  Spall,  Middletown,  Ind. 

Flory,  Emanuel,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth Brumbaugh  Flory,  was  born  Aug.  1, 
1858,  and  died  April  10,  1950.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Susann  Boyd  on  Feb.  13,  1883,  in 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  six  children.  Early  in  their  married 
life  he  and  his  wife  were  baptized  into  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  worked  loy- 
ally in  the  Harris  Creek  congregation  as 
long  as  they  were  physically  able.  His 
wife   preceded   him   in   death   on   Dec.   26, 

1949.  He  is  survived  by  five  children,  one 
brother,  thirteen  grandchildren,  twelve 
great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great- 
grandchild. Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Harris  Creek  church  by  Bro.  H.  E. 
Helstern,  the  home  minister,  and  Rev. 
Allen  Baker  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Galen  Detrick,  Bradford, 
Ohio. 

Halt,  Florence,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Clementine  Tombaugh,  was  born  Nov.  3, 
1889,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.,  May  25,  1949.  She  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  a 
young  girl.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, John,  one  daughter,  one  grand- 
daughter, her  mother,  four  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
her  pastor,  Bro.  John  L.  Van  Meter.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Martiny  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Leslie  Van  Westrienen,  Big  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Hanson,  Amanda,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Elizabeth  Solenberger,  was  born  in 
Independence,  Pa.,  June  7,  1871,  and  died 
at  her  home  in   Auburn,   Ind.,   March  25, 

1950.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life.  She  worked  at  the 
children's  home  near  Independence  and 
did  mission  work  at  Akron,  Ohio.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Merritt  A.  Hanson 
on  Feb  23,  1916.  She  is  survived  by  two 
stepsons  and  one  foster  son.  Her  compan- 
ion preceded  her  in  death  twelve  years 
ago.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Auburn  church  by  Sister  Goldie  Killion 
of  Peru,  Ind.,  assisted  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Swan  cemetery  near 
Auburn,  Ind. — Opal  Eileen  Pence,  Auburn, 
Ind. 

Harter,  Creston,  Jr.,  son  of  Creston  F. 
and  Opal  Hart  Harter,  was  born  Aug.  27, 
1926,  and  died  March  8,  1950.  On  Nov.  19, 
1939,  he  was  baptized  into  the  Poplar 
Grove  church.  On  June  14,  1945,  he  was 
married  to  Charlene  Lea,  and  to  this 
union  two  children  were  born.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  his  parents,  two  chil- 
dren, three  sisters  and  four  grandparents. 
Services  were  held  by  James  M.  Moore  at 
Poplar  Grove. — Blanche  Blocher,  Union 
City,  Ind. 

Hershberger,  Louise,  daughter  "»f  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Koester,  was  born  in  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  July  15,  1915,  and  died  March 
23,  1950.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
five  children  and  her  parents.  She  grad- 
uated from  Ohio  State  University  and 
practiced  optometry  with  her  father  for 
two  years  in  Toledo,  before  her  marriage. 
On  Feb.  17,  1940,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Dr.  J.  Edward  Hershberger.  She 
was  an  active,  faithful  member  of  the 
Mack  Memorial  church. — John  D.  Long, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Hire,  William  L.,  son  of  Leonard  and 
Katherine  Hire,  was  born  Dec.  22,  1866,  in 
Defiance  County,  Ohio,  and  died  April  14, 
1950,  at  the  home  of  his  stepdaughter.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  South 
Poplar  Ridge  church  near  Defiance.  He 
was  married  to  Anna  Wickerham,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  thirty-eight  years 
ago.    On  Aug.  12,  1917,  he  was  married  to 
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As  in  previous  years,  the  Brethren  Publishing  House 
and  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  will  have  a  large  dis- 
play at  Annual  Conference.  This  display  will  be  open  for  the 
music  and  worship  conference,  also. 

You  are  invited  to  visit  the  display  and  inspect  the 
books,  Bibles,  curriculum  materials,  music,  novelties  and 
other  items.  Some  of  these  can  be  bought  there;  orders  can 
be  placed  for  others. 

Attendants  will  be  on  duty  at  all  times  to  help  you  select 
just  the  right  materials  you  may  need  for  use  in  the  home 
and  in  the  church.  Don't  fail  to  visit  the  display;  it  has  be- 
come an  important  part  of  Annual  Conference. 
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Mrs.  Estella  Anders,  who  died  Oct.  18, 
1946.  To  the  first  union  were  born  three 
children,  all  of  whom  preceded  him  in 
death.  He  served  as  a  deacon  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty-eight 
years.  He  is  survived  by  one  sister,  one 
stepdaughter,  eleven  grandchildren,  and 
eight  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Dupont,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Orville  Noffsinger.  Burial 
was  in  the  Hire  cemetery  east  of  Defiance. 
— Walter  Fisher,  Dupont,   Ohio. 

Huffman,  Martin  H.,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Martha  Jane  Boyer  Huffman,  was  born 
July  26,  1874,  and  died  at  his  home  near 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  April  12,  1950.  On 
March  17,  1897,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Carrie  Stutsman  at  Mt.  Morris,  HI.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife  and  six  children. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the 
Walnut  Street  church.  For  several  years 
he  was  employed  on  the  campus  of  Man- 
chester College.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Walnut  Street  church  by  the 
writer  and  Edward  Kintner.  Burial  was  in 
the  Oaklawn  cemetery. — H.  F.  Richards, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Kinsley,  Anthony  T.,  son  of  Elder 
Charles  and  Rachel  Kinsley,  was  born  near 
Hartville,  Ohio,  Jan.  8,  1880,  and  died 
April  17,  1950,  at  the  Union  hospital  in 
New  Philadelphia,  Ohio.  He  is  survived 
by  one  son,  one  daughter,  two  brothers, 
one  sister  and  five  grandchildren.  He  was 
chosen  as  a  deacon  in  young  manhood  and 
served  faithfully  in  this  office  in  the  East 
Nimishillen  congregation  and  in  New 
Philadelphia.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  New 
Philadelphia.  Burial  was  in  the  East 
Nimishillen  cemetery. — A.  H.  Miller,  New 
Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Louckes,  John  D.,  was  born  March  22, 
1876,  at  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  died  Feb. 
1,  1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Rodney 
congregation.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  three  grandsons,  one  grand- 
daughter and  one  sister.  Services  were 
held  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  John  L.  Van 
Meter.  Burial  was  in  the  Martiny  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Leslie  Van  Westrienen,  Big 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Mentzer,  Lecta,  daughter  of  Rinehart  L. 
and  Mary  Brumbaugh  Replogle  and  widow 
of  Wilson  Mentzer,  was  born  in  Woodbury, 
Pa.,  March  5,  1866,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Altoona,  Pa.,  April  15,  1950.  Her  hus- 
band preceded  her  in  death  on  Aug.  22, 
1942.  She  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Street  church  in  Altoona, 
Pa.  She  is  survived  by  three  children, 
three  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchil- 
dren, one  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  home  by  Bro. 
Tobias  F.  Henry  of  Juniata  College.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Alto-Reste  cemetery. — 
Martha  Mentzer,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Replogle,  Ella,  daughter  of  John  and 
Amanda  Renninger,  was  born  Dec.  6,  1874, 


in  Hatfield,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
one  of  her  daughters  in  Cottage  City,  Md., 
March  11,  1950.  In  1900  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Archie  V.  Replogle,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  one  son  and  four  grand- 
children. She  united  with  the  church  early 
in  life.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Chambers  funeral  home  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt  Miller, 
assisted  by  Brethren  J.  H.  Hollinger  and 
Joseph  Glick.  Burial  was  in  the  Fort  Lin- 
coln cemetery. — Jacob  F.  Replogle,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Shreiner,  Hiram  G.,  was  born  June  11, 
1864,  and  died  Feb.  28,  1950,  at  his  home 
in  Ephrata,  Pa.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mohier  church.  He  is  survived  by  three 
children,  three  grandchildren  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Brethren  John  L.  Myer  and  Ralph 
Heisey  at  the  Mellinger  funeral  home  in 
Denver,  Pa.  Interment  was  in  the  Gray- 
bill  cemetery  at  Manheim,  Pa. — Mrs.  Mark 
Royer,  Denver,  Pa. 

Smith,  Orie  Leslie,  son  of  John  and  Jen- 
nie Smith,  was  born  in  Douglas  County, 
Kansas,  Jan.  16,  1893,  and  died  in  the 
Memorial  hospital  in  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
April  26,  1950,  as  the  result  of  a  tractor 
accident.  On  Jan.  19,  1916,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Edna  A.  Turner,  and  to  this 
union  was  born  one  daughter.  He  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Washington  Creek  in  1916.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  his  par- 
ents, one  brother  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Washington 
Creek  church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Ralph  Hodgden.  Interment  was 
in  the  Washington  Creek  cemetery  near 
the  church. — J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Thompson,  Martha,  wife  of  Isaac  W. 
Thompson,  was  born  in  Walton,  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  died  April  13,  1950,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Hyattsville,  Md., 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Marsh  Creek  church.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  six  children, 
twenty-four  grandchildren  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. —  Mrs.  Violet  Schrock, 
Farmington,  Del. 

Weaver,  Norman  H.,  son  of  Henry  and 
Mary  Miller  Weaver,  was  born  in  Cam- 
bria County,  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1878,  and  died 
in  the  University  hospital  in  Columbus,. 
Ohio,  March  10,  1950.  He  was  an  active 
church  worker.  He  served  for  seventeen 
years  as  president  of  district  No.  1  of  the 
Somerset  Sunday-school  Association  and 
for  two  years  as  president  of  the  county 
association.  He  was  married  to  Tilly  Hol- 
singer  on  April  16,  1899.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  daughters,  five  sons,  eight- 
een grandchildren,  eight  great-grandchil- 
dren and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Scalp  Level  church,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  by  Bro.  C.  H. 
Rosenberger.  Interment  was  in  the  Rich- 
land cemetery.— Mrs.  A.  J.  Casseday,  Scalp 
Level,  Pa.  .> 
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California 

Covina. — Our  pastor  and  his  wife  at- 
tended the  Southern  California  pastors 
convocation  in  Los  Angeles  Jan.  31 — Feb. 
1.  On  Feb.  12  Brother  and  Sister  Lynn 
Blickenstaff,  missionaries  from  India,  were 
our  guests.  The  national  teaching  mission 
was  held  in  our  town  Feb.  16-22.  Bro.  H. 
L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor  of  the  Calvary  church, 
represented  our  church  and  delivered  the 
morning  message  on  Feb.  19.  The  Achieve- 
ment Offering  was  lifted  on  Feb.  19.  On 
the  same  day  an  evening  program  of  music 
was  presented  by  the  choir.  A  union  pro- 
gram was  held  on  the  World  Day.  of 
Prayer.  At  the  evening  service  on  March 
5  a  special  organ  concert  was  presented. 
At  the  evening  service  on  March  12  a 
program  was  presented  by  the  La  Verne 
College  male  quartet  with  Bro.  Harold 
Fasnacht,  president  of  the  college,  deliv- 
ering the  message.  On  March  19  Bro.  For- 
est Eisenbise  delivered  the  message  at  the 
morning  worship  in  the  absence  of  the 
pastor.  Mrs.  Lynn  Blickenstaff  gave  an 
interesting  talk  at  the  March  Homebuild- 
ers  meeting.  On  March  26  communion 
services  were  held  at  the  morning  service 
and  in  the  evening  a  sacred  musical  con- 
cert was  presented;  the  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  were  our  guests  and 
their  pastor.  Rev.  Irvin  Williams,  deliver- 
ing the  message.  On  April  7  union  Good 
Friday  services  were  held  in  our  church. 
At  the  close  of  the  morning  service  on 
April  2  a  special  business  council  was  held 
at  which  time  a  letter  of  resignation  from 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  Studebaker,  was 
read.  He  and  his  family  will  leave  on 
June  1  to  take  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
Detroit  church,  Mich.  On  Easter  evening 
a  pageant,  consisting  of  music,  pictures 
and  devotional  readings,  was  presented. 
The  Homebuilders  and  the  young  women's 
league  have  had  two  joint  meetings  in  the 
past  few  months.  Baptismal  services  were 
held  on  April  16. — Mrs.  Tempie  S.  Funk, 
Covina,  Calif. 

McFarland. — Before  the  sermon  on  each 
Sunday  evening  the  group  meetings  have 
been  conducted  by  the  various  classes. 
There  have  been  singspirations,  forums 
and  films.  The  sound  films,  Like  a  Mighty 
Army  and  Shepherd  of  India,  were  shown. 
The  women's  group  gave  a  review  -of  the 
report  of  Mrs.  Eva  Bowman  and  Mrs.  Ma- 
rie Brubaker  on  their  visit  to  the  mission 
field.  One  evening  we  went  to  the  local 
Methodist  church  to  see  the  film,  The 
Power  of  God.  Two  men's  quartets  have 
presented  programs  and  the  Methodist 
church  choir  and  quartet  presented  a  pro- 
gram one  evening.  Many  of  our  members 
enjoyed  the  basket  dinner  and  dedication 
program  of  the  new  church  in  Bakers- 
field   on   Feb.    12.     In   the    absence   of   our 


pastor,  Bro.  Coffman,  on  the  Sunday  of 
regional  conference,  the  moderator's  ad- 
dress of  district  meeting  was  read  by  Mrs. 
Ina  Taylor.  Our  second  DP  family  arrived 
in  February.  On  March  4  Bro.  M.  R. 
Zigler  spoke  at  our  church.  The  Lindsay 
and  Bakersfield  members  were  our  guests. 
Our  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering 
amounted  to  $231.96.  Bro.  James  Bowman 
and  his  wife  were  with  us  on  March  31  and 
showed  slides  and  told  of  the  work  in 
Africa  where  they  are  missionaries.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  April  7.  The  Easter 
program  was  presented  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  baptismal  services  were  held  that 
evening.  Eight  persons  were  baptized,  and 
two  persons  were  received  by  letter.  Fol- 
lowing this  service,  we  joined  with  the 
local  Methodist  church  in  a  special  song 
service  and  social  at  their  church.  At  our 
last  council  meeting  our  pastor,  John 
Coffman,  presented  his  resignation.  Bro. 
Coffman  has  been  with  our  church  for 
fifteen  years.  On  April  5  the  church  was 
shocked  to  hear  that  Grigore  Romanenko, 
the  head  of  the  DP  family,  was  hit  by  a 
car  and  killed.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  two  sons. — Mrs.  Ben  Lehman, 
Delano,  Calif. 

Pasadena. — Since  our  last  report,  eight- 
een persons  were  added  to  our  member- 
ship, eleven  by  baptism  and  seven  by  let- 
ter. Guest  speakers  who  have  addressed 
our  congregation  are  Mr.  Molnar,  a  DP 
from  Europe;  Rev.  Felix  Manley,  a  minis- 
ter from  the  Pasadena  council  of  churches; 
James  Bowman,  missionary  to  Africa;  Pa- 
cific Coast  regional  director,  Bro.  I.  V. 
Funderburgh;  Bro.  Floyd  Jarboe;  J.  Onis 
Leonard,  director  of  public  relations  at 
La  Verne  College;  Emma  Snyder,  mission- 
ary of  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission;  Dr. 
Farnum,  executive  secretary  of  the  South- 
ern California  Council  of  Churches;  Clar- 
ence Heckman,  missionary  to  Africa;  Dr. 
Harry  Anderson,  representative  of  the 
Southern  California  Temperance  Federa- 
tion; Mrs.  Mae  Reece  Johnson  of  the  Scat- 
tergood  Association  (colored);  Bro.  Dewey 
E.  Rowe  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  Dr.  Edward 
Carnell  of  Fuller  Seminary;  Elder  J.  W. 
Lear  of  La  Verne;  and  Bro.  Forest  Eisen- 
bise, recently  returned  from  Palestine.  The 
preschool  nursery  is  conducted  on  Thurs- 
day forenoon  of  each  week  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Everhart.  The  school  of  friendship  pre- 
sented interesting  programs  on  Sunday 
evenings  during  January  and  February, 
culminating  with  an  Oriental  dinner  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  Elmer  Flory  of  Glendale, 
who  had  served  as  a  missionary  to  South 
China.  Our  church  put  on  a  visitation 
evangelism  program  for  three  weeks  pre- 
ceding Easter,  when  teams  visited  homes 
and  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held  in 
various  areas  of  the  city.  Our  annual 
.birthday  dinner  was  held  March  24  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  First  Baptist 
church;  an  offering  of  over  $600  was  re- 
ceived for  the  building  fund.    Our  church 
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is  free  at  last  to  begin  work  on  the  new 
building. — Maud  Newcomer,  Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — A  union  service  of  the  local 
churches  was  held  in  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  March  12.  Rev.  H.  H.  Donnen- 
worth  of  Denver,  who  is  superintendent 
of  the  Inter-church  Temperance  move- 
ment, showed  the  picture,  The  Power  of 
Decision.  On  the  afternoon  of  March  19 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ottis  Dinsmore  observed 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  in  the 
church  parlor  with  an  appropriate  pro- 
gram. On  March  26  our  BYPD  was  led  by 
Merle  Koch.  The  young  people's  groups 
from  the  other  churches  were  their  guests. 
At  the  evening  service  the  young  people 
had  charge  and  showed  the  film.  No  Other 
Gods.  The  McPherson  College  male  quar- 
tet presented  a  concert  in  this  church  on 
April  3  and  in  the  afternoon  they  sang  at 
the  Haxtun  high  school.  Handel's  Mes- 
siah was  presented  on  the  evening  of 
April  2  at  the  high  school  auditorium  by 
the  Haxtun  community  chorus,  under  the 
direction  of  William  H.  Funke,  director  of 
music  at  the  high  school.  Another  union 
service  of  the  churches  was  arranged  for 
Good  Friday  and  was  held  at  the  Fairfield 
church  in  the  afternoon.  Our  pastor  had 
charge  of  the  love  feast  on  April  16.  The 
Passion  Play  was  shown  in  our  church  on 
Easter  evening.  Following  a  basket  dinner 
on  April  16  our  regular  council  meeting 
was  held  here.  Our  Wednesday  evening 
Bible  class  is  now  studying  the  Book  of 
Luke.  Dori  Parks  and  Edsel  Long  were 
united  in  marriage  by  our  pastor  on  the 
evening  of  March  25.  Our  ladies'  aid  re- 
ported sending  thirty-five  pounds  of 
clothing  to  the  Navajo  Relief  Association. 
The  W.C.T.U.  met  at  the  church  on  the 
afternoon  of  April  14  with  guests  from 
Sterling,  Holyoke  and  Fairfield.  There  was 
a  covered-dish  luncheon  at  noon  with  Mrs. 
Bertha  Teller,  state  president,  as  the  guest 
speaker. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Hax- 
tun, Colo. 

Florida 

Okeechobee. — Since  our  last  report,  Bro. 
Joseph  Reish  of  Doctors  Inlet  and  Brother 
and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  of  Astoria,  111., 
were  our  guest  speakers.  In  February  Bro. 
J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  was  with  us  and 
Bro.  J.  M.  Moore,  who  was  in  Sebring  to 
dedicate  the  church  there,  came  down  to 
deliver  a  sermon.  Later  in  the  month  Bro. 
Virgil  C.  Finnell  brought  a  message  on  the 
temperance  problem  and  Bro.  Frank  Long 
of  our  neighboring  congregation  in  Ar- 
cadia filled  the  pulpit.  During  March 
Brethren  A.  B.  Replogle  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Edgar  Stauffer  of  Sebring;  J.  W. 
Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  and  C.  E.  Bower 
of  Winter  Park,  our  fieldman,  were  each 
with  us  for  one  service.  On  Palm  Sunday 
Dr.  Raymond  Cottrell  of  Bulsar,  India,  de- 
livered the  morning  message.  After  a 
week  of  promising  meetings,  our  revival 
services  were  interrupted  by  the  sudden 
illness  of  our  evangelist,  Bro.  Harold 
Myers,  who  was  forced  to  return  to  his 
home  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for  surgery.  Our 
women's  work  members  had  a  housewarm- 
ing  for  Mrs.  Ella  Conrad  and  her  family. 


Announcements  .  .  . 


ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana — 

Pleasant  Valley,  July  13-16. 
Virginia,  First— Copper  Hill,  July  18-20. 
LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois 
June  4,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 

Indiana 
June  3,  Camp  Creek. 
June  4,  8  pm,  Webster. 

Pennsylvania 
June  4,  10:15  am  and  6  pm,  Codorus. 
June  4,  7  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June  4,  7 :30  pm,  Mechanic  Grove. 
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For  those  who  will  serve  as  camp  leaders 


LET'S  GO  CAMPING 


by  Raymond  R.  Peters 

This  book,  written  by  one  who  has  had 
a  significant  part  in  the  development  of 
camping  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
discusses  such  pertinent  and  helpful 
matters  as  the  growth  of  the  camping 
movement,  the  philosophy  of  the  camping  program,  types 
of  camps,  camp  administration,  a  typical  camp  day,  ele- 
ments in  and  resources  of  the  camp  program. 

The  price  has  been  reduced  to  75  cents.   No  further 
discounts  are  given. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN.      ILLINOIS 


■whose  home  was  destroyed  by  the  hurri- 
cane last  fall.  Five  young  people  and 
our  pastor  attended  the  CBYF  round  table 
at  Camp  Ithiel  March  25  and  26.  Bro. 
Bruce  Flora  conducted  a  pre-Easter  reviv- 
al, the  first  week  of  which  was  marked  by 
cottage  prayer  meetings  in  the  homes  of 
various  members.  Baptismal  services  for 
three  young  persons  were  held  on  April 
23,  followed  by  our  love  feast  in  the  eve- 
ning. On  Easter  afternoon  we  were  priv- 
ileged to  have  the  Bridgewater  Clericus 
chorus  present  a  program.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Bruce  Flora,  handed  in  his  resigna- 
tion, effective  Sept.  1.  Our  building  plans 
are  now  being  completed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  expanding  Sunday-school  de- 
partment.— Mrs.  Harry  Frish,  Okeechobee, 
Fla. 

Winter  Park. — Our  church  held  a  two 
weeks'  series  of  meetings  with  Bro.  Harold 
Myers  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist. 
We  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  our  church  with  Bro.  Warren  Bowman 
of  Bridgewater  as  the  speaker  for  the 
day.  At  the  close  of  the  forenoon  service 
three  deacons  and  their  wives  were  perma- 
nently installed  and  Bro.  Biddix  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  eldership.  After  a  basket 
dinner  in  Bethany  Hall,  recognition  was 
given  to  the  eleven  remaining  charter 
members.  We  had  many  tourists  visiting 
with  us  this  winter.  Our  communion  serv- 
ices were  held  April  6.  We  are  preparing 
for  a  vacation  Bible  school  this  July.  The 
Winter  Park  young  people  entertained  the 
district  round  table  at  Camp  Ithiel  March 
24-26.— Mrs.  C.  E.  Bower,  Winter  Park,  Fla. 
Illinois 

Franklin  Grove. — On  Feb.  5  Bro.  Leland 
Brubaker  was  with  us  in  the  interest  of 
the  Achievement  Offering.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Harvey  Kline,  attended  the  rural 
pastors'  short  course  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  on  Feb.  7-9.  On  Feb.  12  Bob  Neher 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  showed  pictures 
of  his  trip  in  Europe.  The  last  two  weeks 
of  February  we  had  an  every-member 
stewardship  visitation  by  twenty  lay  mem- 
bers. During  the  first  week  end  of  March 
we  had  a  Bible  institute  led  by  Chalmer 
Faw  of  Bethany  Seminary.  We  had  very 
interesting  midweek  prayer  services  dur- 
ing Lent.  Twelve  new  members  have  been 
added  to  the  church,  ten  by  baptism  and 
two  by  letter.  On  March  26  Bro.  Bob  Rich- 
ards was  sponsored  by  the  CBYF.  He 
preached  both  morning  and  evening  and 
talked  to  the  young  people  of  the  commu- 
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nity  in  the  afternoon.  Our  church  took 
part  in  the  union  Holy  Week  service.  We 
held  our  communion  on  Thursday  evening 
of  Holy  Week.  On  Easter  morning  the  a 
cappella  choir  of  Manchester  College  was 
with  us.  On  April  10  the  pastors  of  the 
district  held  a  retreat  at  the  church.  On 
April  16  our  pastor,  Bro.  Harvey  Kline, 
planned  a  jubilee  service  for  sixteen  mem- 
bers who  have  been  in  the  church  for 
fifty  years  or  more.  We  are  hoping  to 
have  three  German  students  in  our  church 
in  the  near  future.  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  study  the  educational  needs 
of  our  church.— Mrs.  H.  N.  Martin,  Frank- 
lin Grove,  111. 

Romine. — On  the  evening  of  March  1  our 
young  people  sponsored  a  social  gathering 
in  the  church  basement.  On  the  afternoon 
of  March  16  the  Harmony  boys'  quartet 
presented  a  program  of  gospel  songs.  On 
April  6  the  Swinger  family  moved  to  their 
new  home  in  our  community.  Bro.  Swing- 
er, as  our  pastor,  will  hold  regular  serv- 
ices on  each  first  and  third  Sunday  and 
on  every  Sunday  evening.  Our  pre-Easter 
services  were  held  from  Wednesday  to 
Saturday  and  were  followed  by  our  com- 
munion services  on  Sunday  evening.  Our 
Sunday-school  attendance  is  growing.  The 
ladies'  aid  is  meeting  each  Wednesday  to 
quilt  and  take  care  of  other  work.  Our 
men  are  planning  to  have  the  cemetery 
plowed  and  levelled  in  the  near  future. 
— Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Iuka,  111. 

Indiana 

Beech  Grove. — Since  our  last  report,  one 
person  has  been  baptized.  Our  pastor's 
wife,  Mrs.  Ines  McCullough,  will  represent 
us  at  Annual  Conference.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  May  13.  Our  home-coming  will 
be  held  on  July  30.  Our  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Ed  Norris  of  Rich- 
mond. In  April  our  pastor  went  to  New 
Hope  for  a  two  weeks'  revival.  Eight  per- 
sons were  added  to  the  church. — Mrs. 
Leonard  Reeves,  Pendleton,  Ind. 

Cedar  Creek. — Our  church  attendance 
and  interest  are  increasing  under  the  lead- 
ership of  our  pastors,  Brother  and  Sister 
Glen  Mulligan.  Our  men's  group  was  or- 
ganized recently.  The  men  are  planning  a 
Lord's  acre  project.  The  men's  and  wom- 
en's work  groups  are  remodeling  the  base- 
ment. The  ladies  have  done  relief  sewing. 
The  sectional  meeting  of  the  young  peo- 
ple was  held  here.  Our  midweek  cottage 
prayer  meetings  are  a  source  of  inspiration 
and  comfort.  At  our  business  meeting  Bro. 
Glen  Mulligan  was  chosen  as  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.    Our  love  feast  will 


be  held  on  May  7.  Plans  are  being  made 
for  our  vacation  Bible  school  in  the  early 
summer. — Leah  Hogue,   Laotto,   Ind. 

Monlicello. — Our  pastor  held  Bible  study 
groups,  which  were  well  attended  by  both 
churches.  We  studied  the  Life  of  Christ. 
A  few  of  our  ladies  attended  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer  service,  which  was  held  at 
the  Pious  Chapel  church.  Perry  Huffaker 
of  West  Milton,  Ohio,  held  a  music  insti- 
tute here  March  1-3.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Johnson,  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Union  Grove  church  near  Muncie.  Several 
ladies  attended  the  women's  spring  rally  at 
Marion  on  March  30.  Pre-Easter  services 
were  held  at  Pike  Creek,  beginning  on 
Thursday  evening  of  Holy  Week  and  clos- 
ing on  Sunday  night.  Two  films,  The 
Shepherd  of  India  and  A  Journey  Into 
Faith,  were  shown  this  quarter.  Bro.  John- 
son was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference. — Opal  Foster,  Monon, 
Ind. 

North  Liberty. — Four  persons  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  letter  and  two 
letters  have  been  granted  since  our  last 
report.  We  purchased  songbooks  for  the 
church  at  Vidora,  Saskachewan,  Canada, 
where  Bro.  Rodger  Keiser,  one  of  our 
number,  has  been  doing  volunteer  service 
since  last  August.  The  union  World  Day 
of  Prayer  service  was  held  at  the  Metho- 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified, 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd   Sts.,   Chester,   Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependabie.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school,  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane. 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleas- 
ant St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  448.  Wanted:  Unattached  lady,  pref- 
erably Brethren,  who  will  care  for  invalid 
mother  while  daughter  works.  Located  one 
block  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write : 
Miss  Edith  V.  Fry,  232  W.  Benton  Ave., 
Naperville,  111. 


dist  church.  The  film,  The  Peacemaker, 
was  shown  one  evening.  Bro.  James  Renz, 
temperance  director,  delivered  the  mes- 
sages at  both  morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices on  March  5.  The  local  W.C.T.U. 
sponsored  a  four-session  school  on  alcohol 
and  narcotics,  having  one  session  in  each 
church.  Bro.  Renz  was  also  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  school  on  March  6.  We 
met  in  regular  council  on  March  20.  Bro. 
Ira  Long,  our  pastor,  was  elected  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Long 
has  decided  to  retire  from  active  pastoral 
work  in  August.  He  has  been  with  us  for 
five  years.  Several  persons  attended  the 
women's  rally  at  Goshen  on  March  30.  The 
primary  department  presented  a  program 
at  the  morning  service  on  Easter.  The 
young  people  presented  the  play,  The 
Symbol  of  the  Cross,  in  the  evening. — 
Anna  E.  Steele,   North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Peru. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on 
March  1,  with  Bro.  Edward  Kintner  of 
North  Manchester  presiding.  Brother  and 
Sister  F.  M.  Hollenberg  were  chosen  as  our 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  The 
women's  work  bought  and  installed  a  new 
gas  range  in  the  church  basement.  Our 
annual  birthday  supper  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  March  21.  Our  pre-Easter  meet- 
ings were  held  with  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of 
North  Manchester  as  the  speaker.  Eleven 
persons  were  baptized.  A  group  of  young 
people  from  Manchester  College  presented 
the  play,  The  Alabaster  Box,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  March  26. — Goldie  V.  Crosswhite, 
Peru,  Ind. 


Pipe  Creek. — In  our  March  council  meet- 
ing we  elected  Sister  Ada  Hessong  and 
Bro.  Vinal  Bowyer  to  represent  our  church 
at  the  district  conference  in  August.  Sis- 
ter Clara  Huffman  is  our  Messenger  agent. 
We  are  continuing  our  100%  Mesenger 
club.  Sister  Lois  Rupel  of  Elgin  was  with 
us  in  February  to  give  a  report  and  show 
pictures  of  Brethren  Service  work  in  Aus- 
tria. Bro.  Edward  Kintner  and  his  wife 
»  were  with  us  for  pre-Easter  services  and 
Bro.  Kintner  officiated  at  our  communion 
service  on  the  evening  of  April  10.  Six 
new  members  were  baptized  preceding  the 
communion  service.  Following  the  Easter 
morning  service  Bro.  Kintner  conducted 
installation  services  for  Brother  and  Sister 
Vinal  Bowyer,  Brother  and  Sister  Roy  Mil- 
ler and  Bro.  Ralph  Wessinger,  who  had 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  The 
same  day  our  elder,  Bro.  Thomas  Shivery, 
conducted  consecration  services  for  the 
babies  who  were  born  during  the  past 
year.  We  have  had  an  increase  in  our  giv- 
ing and  attendance.  Bro.  R.  C.  Wenger 
will  be  with  us  in  a  series  of  evangelistic 
meetings  in  September. — Mrr.  T.  A.  Hop- 
per, Walton,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Greene. — Our  church  convened  in  coun- 
cil meeting  on  the  afternoon  of  March  5, 
with  our  elder,  Bro.  Roy  Stern,  of  Fred- 
ericksburg presiding.  Our  church  audito- 
rium has  been  recently  redecorated.  The 
World  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  in  our 
church   with   our   pastor    as   the    principal 


What  Are  You  Living  For? 

JOHN    SUTHERLAND    BONNELL.     $2.00 


For  every  man  and  woman  today — here 
is  a  key  to  the  positive  answer  to  life's  basic 
question. 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  LIVING  FOR?  holds 
a  personal  message  for  everyone  at  all  stages 
of  Christian  growth — practical  help  in  meet- 
ing the  spiritual  problems  of  daily  living 
and  in  building  a  life  of  long-range  meaning 
and  purpose.  Clearly  and  convincingly  Dr. 
Bonnell  points  to  Christ  as  the  real  center  of  a  stable  and 
effective  personality — the  best  answer  to  the  question, 
"What  are  you  living  for?" 

Four  progressive  divisions  lead  to  deeper,  firmer  faith — 

INVITATION    TO    ADVENTURE 

These  six  messages  reveal  faith  as  both  an  adventure 
and  a  path  to  spiritual  security. 

FROM    DOUBT    INTO    FAITH 

This  group,  designed  to  overcome  doubt,  holds  out  the 
power  of  faith  to  change  lives. 

COURAGE    TO    OVERCOME 

These  messages,  for  those  who  at  times  find  life  too 
much  to  handle,  show  God  triumphant  in  bringing  strength 
out  of  weakness  and  healing  the  broken  in  heart. 

THE    CHALLENGE    OF    RESPONSIBILITY 

This  group  challenges  Christians  to  accept  the  impera- 
tives of  the  gospel  and  to  work  for  a  changed  and  unified 
world. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,      ILLINOIS 


CAP  GOODS  we  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


speaker.  The  women's  group  has  sent  a 
comforter  to  the  home  mission  work  at 
Creekville,  Ky.,  and  two  comforters  to  the 
needy  in  our  local  community.  They  also 
gave  a  comforter  to  our  pastor  and  his 
wife  as  a  gift.  The  McPherson  financial 
meeting  of  this  section  of  the  district  met 
at  our  church  on  March  23.  The  McPher- 
son College  ladies'  trio  presented  a  musical 
program  at  our  church  on  the  evening  of 
April  4.  On  Thursday  evening  prior  to 
Easter  two  persons  were  added  to  our 
church  by  baptism.  Our  pastors,  Brother 
and  Sister  Gerald  Mease,  are  the  parents 
of  a  baby  girl  born  on  April  18.  We  have 
a  100%  Messenger  club. — Elsie  A.  Pyle, 
Greene,  Iowa. 

Ivester. — We  began  the  new  year  by  hav- 
ing a  school  of  missions  on  Japan  during 
the  evening  worship  hour.  During  March 
church  services  were  held  at  the  commu- 
nity hall  because  of  the  remodeling  being 
done  on  the  church.  The  church  sponsored 
a  welcome  to  all  those  who  moved  into  our 
community  recently.  Bro.  Glen  Weimer 
from  the  First  Church  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
was  here  on  a  preaching  mission  the  week 
before  Easter.  There  are  seven  people 
awaiting  baptism  and  six  persons  were  re- 
ceived on  former  baptism.  We  joined 
with  the  Eldora  churches  in  Good  Friday 
services.  The  women's  work  has  regis- 
tered to  be  among  the  first  million  who 
have  contributed  their  money  for  the  en- 
richment of  the  life  and  work  of  women 
in  the  church.  Twenty- three  dollars  was 
contributed.  The  young  people  went  carol- 
ing on  Easter  morning  after  which  they 
enjoyed  an  Easter  breakfast.  The  Chal- 
lenge of  the  Cross  was  presented  on  Easter 
night  under  the  direction  of  the  choir  and 
program  committee. — Mrs.  Howard  Shel- 
ler,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Robins. — The  ladies'  aid  held  a  bazaar 
and  has  repaired  the  parsonage.  The  men 
have  reorganized  their  work  and  meet 
once  a  month.  Bro.  Ray  Zook,  our  field- 
man,  visited  our  church  and  delivered 
two  messages.  Over  the  week  end  of 
March  3  Bro.  Brightbill  led  us  in  some 
song  services.  Russell  Jarboe  of  Bethany 
conducted  a  week  of  pre-Easter  services. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  four  young 
people  accepted  Christ.  Our  communion 
service  was  held  April  16  with  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Buckingham,  presiding. — Mrs.  Carl 
Hoover,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Maryland 
Frostburg. — Since  our  last  report,  nine 
persons  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  The  junior  CBYF  have 
been  studying  a  course  on  Japan.  They 
have  been  collecting  articles  to  send  to 
Japan  and  have  also  sent  an  offering  to  the 
junior  missionary  project.  They  have  had 
two  socials  since  our  last  report.  The 
senior  CBYF  meets  twice  monthly  and 
has  had  one  social.  The  Progressive  Pals 
meet  once  a  month.  They  sponsor  the 
church  bulletins  and  have  been  improving 
the  church  basement  and  Sunday-school 
room.  On  Feb.  19  Bro.  Wendell  Flory  was 
our  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  service. 
At  this  service  our  Achievement  Offering 
was  lifted  for  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  The 
women's  work  group  has  been  quilting. 
They  recently  contributed  to  the  national, 
regional  and  district  work.  The  men  re- 
cently planted  shrubbery  around  the 
church  lawn.  The  pastor  conducted  a  class 
on  The  Meaning  of  Church  Membership 
for  the  applicants  for  baptism.  We  held 
our  spring  love  feast  on  April  6.  Our 
choir  and  pastor  participated  in  the  union 
Good     Friday    service     at    the     Methodist 
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church.  At  the  morning  service  on  Easter 
both  junior  and  senior  choirs  presented 
special  music.  In  the  evening  the  children 
again  had  special  music  and  presented  the 
play,  We  Share  Easter. — Mrs.  O.  F.  Bow- 
man, Frostburg,  Md. 

Green  Hill. — We  met  for  our  spring 
council  on  March  3,  with  Bro.  Joe  Ritten- 
house  presiding.  A  peace  leadership  insti- 
tute was  held  in  our  church  March  6-11, 
with  Dan  West  as  the  leader.  This  was 
held  for  the  five  churches  in  the  Mardela 
district.  Jean  Eby,  a  member  of  our 
church,  is  planning  to  go  into  volunteer 
service  this  fall.  The  women's  work  coun- 
cil and  the  aid  met  in  the  Denton  church 
to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  improving 
the  work  here.  Brother  and  Sister  Stern, 
who  have  been  visiting  and  helping  Bro. 
Mahan  for  the  past  month,  are  leaving  for 
New  Windsor  to  help  with  the  work  there. 
Several  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
annual  fellowship  supper  at  the  Fairview 
church  on  Feb.  5.  Clarence  Hartman  has 
gotten  a  DP  family  to  work  for  him  this 
year.  Our  aid  is  still  quilting  and  making 
relief  garments.  Sister  Florida  Green  Eby, 
who  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  is  able  to 
get  out  again.  She  will  be  ninety  years 
old  on  May  13.  Our  district  meeting  was 
held  at  Denton  on  April  12.  Sister  Esther 
Crouse,  adult  adviser  for  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  district,  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  here  on  April  16. — Mrs.  J.  E.  Hart- 
man,  Westover,  Md. 

Grossnickles. — The  ladies'  aid  society  has 
been  very  active  quilting  this  winter. 
They  are  purchasing  new  tablecloths  and 
replacing  some  silverware  in  the  church. 
Martha  Grossnickle  attended  a  youth  fel- 
lowship conducted  by  Bro.  Dan  West  near 
Union  Bridge.  We  had  as  our  guest  mis- 
sionary speaker  recently  Bro.  Ira  Petre. 
The  young  people  sponsored  the  showing 
of  the  religious  film,  King  of  Kings,  during 
the  Lenten  season.  The  children  presented 
a  program  on  Easter  morning.  The  men 
of  the  church  have  been  busy  making  im- 
provements on  the  church  property.  Sev- 
eral of  our  youth  attended  the  regional 
youth  conference  at  Bridgewater,  Va.  Our 
young  people  meet  every  other  Sunday 
evening  and  are  planning  several  forums 
for  the  spring  and  summer.  They  also 
present  a  monthly  program  at  the  county 
jail.  Bro.  Foster  M.  Bittinger  of  Port 
Republic  will  be  the  speaker  for  our 
preaching  mission  May  7-20.  Samuel 
D.  Lindsay  is  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Basil 
Grossnickle,  associate  pastor. — Mrs.  Ele- 
anor Grossnickle,  Myersville,  Md. 

Michigan 
Rodney. — We  had  an  Easter  sunrise  serv- 
ice followed  by  breakfast.    Our  ladies'  aid 


meets  regularly  to  quilt.  We  are  making  a 
comforter  for  our  church  camp.  At  our 
last  council  we  decided  to  remodel  the 
basement  classrooms.  We  have  a  75%  Mes- 
senger club  and  hope  to  have  a  100%  club 
next  year.  Because  of  the  bad  roads  our 
attendance  has  not  been  very  good  this 
spring.    Five   of  our   members   have   been 


called  by  death  during  the  past  several 
months. — Mrs.  Leslie  Westrienen,  Big 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Nebraska 
Omaha. — We  have  been  enjoying  very 
much  the  leadership  and  inspiration  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Clinton  I.  Weber,  who 
have  been  serving  our  church  since  last 
September.  On  Sunday  evenings,  once  a 
month,  we  have  been  holding  fellowship 
hours  with  different  types  of  programs,  in- 
cluding an  organ  recital  by  Mrs.  Weber, 
a  children's  program  and  a  missionary 
talk  by  Bro.  Bieber  of  Lincoln.  Following 
each  program  we  have  lunch  and  recre- 
ation. The  women's  council  has  been 
meeting  regularly  each  month.  We  are 
planning  to  hold  a  mother  and  daughter 
tea  in  May.  They  have  given  ten  dollars 
a  month  to  the  church  and  fifty  dollars 
following  the  bazaar.  The  Christian  Com- 
rades and  Willing  Workers  classes  are 
meeting  each  month  and  both  groups  have 
contributed  to  the  gas  furnace  fund.  We 
held  our  love  feast  on  Good  Friday  eve- 
ning.— Mrs.  Vivian  June  Ingraham,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 

Ohio 

Counly  Line. — Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  March  3  with  Bro.  Gail  Freed  in 
charge.  Bro.  Urban  Long  and  Sister  Hazel 
Baker  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to 
district  conference.  Bro.  Long  was  elected 
as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Roberts,  members  of  the 
church,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  March  26.  On  April  25 
Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  began 
a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting. — Mrs. 
Lester  Young,  Bluffton,  Ohio. 
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JESUS  began  the  story  about  a  rich  man  with  these  words,  "A  certain  man  had  two 
sons.y/  The  wealthy  farmer  had  a  lot  of  other  things  also  but  they  were  signif- 
icant only  because  they  existed  for  the  sons.  All  the  things  we  have  written  in  books 
or  accumulated  in  laboratories  and  schools  are  significant  only  because  they  are  for 
those   who    will   come    after   us,    our   sons. 

We  owe  them  a  future,  a  future  free  from  fear  and  from  deadening  conflict  so 
that  with  Christ  they  can  build  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  is  always  the  joint  debt 
of  the  home,  the  school,  the  church  and  the  state  to  their  sons.  We  should  remember 
that  not  only  at  graduation  time  but  at  all  times. 
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Nearly  two  thousand  grade 
schools  were  built  and  opened  in 
1949  in  Turkey.  The  total  of  such 
schools  is  now  17,029,  which  is  on 
top  of  the  1948  campaign  for  new 
primary  schools.  (WP) 

Research  into  peace  problems  is 
being  organized  by  a  group  of 
scientists  and  engineers  in  Gothen- 
burg, Sweden,  in  connection  with 
a  proposed  Sociological  Institute. 
Specially  stressed  is  the  importance 
of  teamwork  among  researchers  in 
different  fields. 

Native  co-ops  own  practically  all 
the  stores  today  on  the  Gilbert  and 
Ellice  Islands  in  the  Pacific.  A  na- 
tive wholesale  co-op  buys  the  copra 
and  other  products  and  sells  them 
abroad.  Thus  the  profits  are  re- 
turned to  the  natives  instead  of 
benefiting  foreign  traders.   (WP) 

The  Southern  Baptist  denomina- 
tion is  giving  serious  consideration 
to  changing  its  name,  dropping  the 
word  Southern,  since  it  is  no  longer 
found  only  in  the  South.  The  North- 
ern Baptists  are  planning  to  sub- 
stitute the  word  American  for 
Northern  and  the  Negro  Baptist 
group  has  become  officially  the  Na- 
tional  Baptist   denomination. 


A  petition  urging  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  issue  a  statement  con- 
demning the  production  of  the 
hydrogen  bomb  has  been  signed  by 
one  hundred  Cambridge  University 
teachers  of  science  and  research 
workers.  (WP) 

The  mortality  rate  for  married 
women  has  fallen  from  16  per  1,000 
to  8  per  1,000  in  the  last  half  cen- 
tury, according  to  the  statistics  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company.  For  unmarried  women 
the  decline  was  only  two  fifths  as 
great. 

An  amazing  growth  of  co-opera- 
tive consumers'  societies  throughout 
Ceylon  has  been  reported  by  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance. 
In  1942  there  were  38  with  17,675 
members;  at  the  end  of  1948  there 
were  3,887  with  more  than  a  million 
members.   (WP) 

Danish  peace  workers,  having 
found  a  lessening  need  for  relief 
to  foreign  countries,  have  organized 
a  school  for  "the  man  in  the  street," 
designed  to  promote  international 
understanding.  The  program  for 
1950  envisages  the  attendance  of 
students  and  teachers  from  Ger- 
many and  Austria.  (WP) 


If  We  Christians  .  .  . 


What  would  happen  if  we  Christians 
were  as  determined  not  to  gamble  with 
civilization  in  war  as  we  are  to  challenge 
this  business  of  football  pools? 

What  would  happen  if  we  took  the  New 
Testament  as  seriously  about  relationships 
between  enemies  as  we  do  about  relation- 
ships between  men  and  women? 

What  would  happen  if  we  refused  to 
cpmbat  evil  with  its  own  weapons  but 
tried  overcoming  it  with  good? 

"What  would  happen  if  ...  .  etc.  .  .  .  ?" 
I  do  not  know!    Nor  does  anyone  else! 

What  I  do  know  is  that  reliance  upon 
war  as  a  last  resort,  like  taking  part  in 
war,  divides  the  family,  creates  a  feud 
and  destroys  the  very  roots  of  the  Christian 
faith.  For  it  says,  in  effect,  that  the  gospel 
is  insufficient.  That  it  cannot  be  fully 
accepted  until  the  world  is  fit  for  it,  by 
which  time,  presumably,  it  will  not  be 
needed.  This  is  no  time  for  us  Christians 
to  be  declaring  that  the  atom  bomb  is 
mightier  than  the  power  of  God:  that 
communism  is  more  catching  than  Chris- 
tianity; that  making  people  afraid  is  more 
effective   than   faith. 

Recently  a  British  information  unit  was 
in  Central  Africa.  In  a  clearing  in  the 
jungle  a  crowd  of  almost  naked  Africans 
were  grouped  around  the  light  tank  with 
which  the  unit  was  equipped.  "Your 
spear  wouldn't  be  much  use  against  this 
tank"  —  the  British  spokesman's  opening 
remark  was  an  attempt  to  get  on  friendly 
terms  with  his  audience  and  was  ad- 
dressed to  a  dark-skinned  member  of  the 
Elgeyo   tribe.    Imagine   his   surprise    when 


the  answer  came,  "No,  but  you  had  better 
look  at  the  track-rods  of  your  tank,  they 
would  never  have  done  for  South-East 
Asia  Command." 

That  African  had  served  with  the  British 
mechanized  army  in  Burma  and  was  fa- 
miliar with  modern  weapons  of  war. 
Something  seems  to  have  gone  wrong! 
We  thought  spears  had  become  interesting 
exhibits  in  our  museums  because  the 
Christ  whom  Livingstone  introduced  to 
central  Africa  had  shown  the  Africans 
the  Christian  way!  I  am  sure  Livingstone 
never  for  one  moment  imagined  that  the 
day  would  come  when  the  grandchildren 
of  his  African  friends  would  be  taught  to 
use  machine  guns  and  tanks. 

Swords  into  plowshares?  No!  Spears 
into  machine  guns.  Something  certainly 
seems  to  have  gone  wrong. 

.  .  .  The  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Amsterdam  in  August  1948  .  .  .  asked. 
"What  does  the  world  see,  or  think  it  sees, 
when  it  looks  at  the  church?"  and  gave 
its  own  answer,  "It  is  a  church,  that,  by 
its  failure  to  speak  effectively  on  the 
subject  of  war,  has  appeared  impotent  to 
deal  with  the  realities  of  the  human  situa- 
tion." And  let's  be  honest,"  church"  means  | 
you  and  me. 

The  only  adequate  thing  to  say  about 
war  is  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God,  but  that  has  been  said  over  and 
over  again.  The  effective  thing  to  do  is 
to  renounce  it,  to  refuse  to  take  part  in  it, 
to  take  seriously  the  command  to  overcome 
evil  with  good  .  .  . 

— From  Peace  News. 


Like  You  and  Me 


These  refugee 
women  are  not 
some  strange 
creatures,  but 
people  just  like 
you  and  me 


NO  DAY  goes  by  that  we  do 
not  read  in  our  newspapers 
or  hear  on  the  radio  some- 
thing about  "the  Russians."  And 
not  too  long  ago  the  same  was 
true  about  "the  Germans"  or 
"the  Japanese." 

This  is  very  disturbing,  be- 
cause during  the  war  I  heard  and 
read  in  Germany  the  same  about 
"the  Americans,"  "the  British" 
or  "the  Russians"  and  "the 
Jews."  Inevitably  the  human 
mind  that  is  subjected  to  a  con- 
stant repetition  of  group  terms 
starts  to  form  a  certain  picture 
and  concept  about  them.  And 
that  is  exactly  what  I  did;  I 
hated  the  Russians,  each  and 
every  one  of  them. 

But  then,  as  a  soldier  in  the 
German  army,  I  had  an  experi- 
ence that  taught  me  something. 
In  spring,  1944,  the  Red  Army 
started    to    drive    the    German 


Erich   Hofmann 

Manchester    College 


This  oration  won  first  place  in  the 

Indiana   intercollegiate    oratorical 

contest 


Wehrmacht  out  of  the  Ukraine, 
and  the  division  in  which  I 
served  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
this  attack.  Soon  only  a  few 
hundred  men  were  left  of  the 
original  10,000.  We  were  con- 
stantly fighting  and  retreating, 
hungry  and  cold,  our  clothes 
were  torn,  and  the  lice  seemed 
to  suck  the  last  drop  of  blood 
out  of  our  dirty  bodies.  I  cursed 
the  war  and  the  Russians  and, 
above  all,  the  deep,  tough,  black 
mud  that  covered  everything. 

One  night  one  of  my  boots  got 
stuck  in  the  mud  and,  because 
Russian  soldiers  were  following 


closely,  I  had  no  time  to  pull  it 
out.  Soon  the  other  boot  follow- 
ed. So  I  continued  to  retreat 
barefooted.  Since  it  froze  a  bit 
that  night,  the  upper  layer  of 
the  mud  soon  stiffened,  and  at 
every  step  I  broke  through,  so 
that  it  did  not  take  too  long  until 
my  feet  were  in  a  bad  shape. 
After  I  had  marched  like  this  for 
about  seven  miles,  the  morning 
dawned.  Can  you  imagine  how 
tired  and  worn  out  a  person  can 
be  after  marching  several  miles 
through  thick,  tough  mud? 

All  in  our  group  were  ready  to 
drop,  and  so  we  decided  to  rest 
for  a  while.  We  were  so  tired 
that  we"  did  not  even  care  any 
more  whether  the  Red  Army 
would  catch  up  with  us.  We 
entered  the  only  room  of  a  little 
farmhouse  at  the  entrance  of  a 
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village.  There  I  let  my  body 
drop  in  a  corner.  All  I  thought 
of  at  that  moment  was  rest  and 
sleep.  I  wanted  to  care  for  my 
feet  later. 

I  had  hardly  sat  down  when 
the  Madka,  the  Russian  farm 
woman,  saw  me  sitting  there. 
She  came  closer,  looked  at  my 
feet,  and  wrung  her  hands  and 
exclaimed,  "O  Borge,  moy 
Borge!"  ("O  God,  my  God!)" 
She  hurried  out  of  the  room  and 
returned  after  a  while  with  a 
wooden  trough  full  of  water,  a 
few  rags  and  a  big  piece  of  linen. 
She  knelt  down  beside  me  and 
washed  my  feet.  Then  she  tore 
the  linen  into  two  parts  and 
dressed  my  feet.  I  was  so  sur- 
prised and  thankful  that  I  was 
unable  to  say  a  word.  I  think  at 
that  moment  I  thought  only  of 
that  wonderful  white  piece  of 
linen,  because  I  knew  what  a 
treasure  something  like  that  was 
in  that  part  of  the  world. 

And  beside  feeling  thankful,  I 
felt  embarrassed,  because  that 
farm  woman  was  one  of  those 
Russians  whom  I  hated.  And  she 
should  hate  me,  because  I  was 
one  of  those  Nazi  invaders  and 
Fascist  murderers,  as  we  were 
called  by  radio  Moscow.  But 
what  she  did  was  an  act  of  love! 
And  then  suddenly  I  felt 
ashamed,  ashamed  of  the  fact 
that  I  had  hated  that  woman, 
just  because  she  was  of  Russian 
nationality.  Furthermore,  the 
question  pressed  on  my  mind, 
"Why  did  she  do  that?" 

I  think  I  found  the  answer. 
This  simple  Russian  farm 
woman  had  seen  in  me  not  one 
of  the  Fascist  invaders,  not  a 
Nazi  soldier.  She  saw  in  me  an 
individual  human  being  who 
needed  help. 

This  was  the  most  remarkable 
experience  I  had  during  the  war, 
and  since  that  time  I  have  hesi- 
tated to  speak  of  and  curse  "the 
Russians."  It  taught  me  how 
wrong  I  was  to  think  of  the 
people  of  a  nation,  a  group  or 
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race,  in  collective  terms.  I  also 
found  that  this  simple  farm 
woman  was  no  lonely  exception. 
Oh,  no!  Several  times  I  experi- 
enced Russian  farmers  sharing 
their  last  slice  of  bread  with 
hungry  German  soldiers,  with- 
out being  asked  or  ordered  to  do 
so. 

Apparently  these  simple  peo- 
ple had  learned  a  fundamental 
truth,  namely,  to  look  at  a  person 
as  a  person,  and  not  as  a  member 
of  some  group.  And  they  acted 
accordingly. 

A  couple  of  months  later,  as  a 


Erich  Hofmann 

German  prisoner  of  war  in  Eng- 
land, I  had  similar  experiences. 
Field  workers  of  the  World's 
Y.M.C.A.  war  prisoners'  aid 
came  into  our  camps  to  help  each 
one  of  us.  They  were  from 
America,  England,  France,  and 
many  other  countries  that  were 
at  war  with  Germany.  Yet  they 
did  not  see  the  enemy  in  us. 
They  saw  the  suffering  individ- 
ual and  helped. 

This  was  impressive.  But 
much  more  striking  were  acts 
done  for  us  prisoners  by  Jewish 
interpreter  officers  and  sergeants. 
Several  of  these  Jewish  inter- 
preters were  forced  by  Hitler  to 
leave  Germany.  Some  even 
knew  that   their  relatives   who 


had  remained  in  Germany  had 
died  or  were  dying  in  concen- 
tration camps.  And  yet,  there 
was  no  hate  in  their  attitude 
towards  us.  Often  it  was  they 
who  did  the  unexpected  or  seem- 
ingly impossible  'for  us  that 
sometimes  brought  them  into 
conflict  with  their  superior 
officers.  And  yet,  did  not  those 
Jews  have  every  reason  to  hate 
"the  Germans"?  Were  not  six 
million  Jews  killed  by  Germans, 
just  because  they  happened  to 
be  Jews? 

Gradually  I  began  to  realize 
how  utterly  wrong  I  was  in  hav- 
ing hated  "the  Russians,"  or  ever 
having  been  influenced  by  Goeb- 
bels'  propaganda  machinery  to 
hate  "the  Jews."  That  way  I 
would  never  be  able  to  contribute 
my  share  towards  peace  and  the 
building  of  a  better  world.  I 
have  become  convinced  that  we 
can  build  a  better  and  more 
peaceful  world  only  by  looking 
at  a  person  as  a  person,  and  not 
as  a  representative  of  some 
group. 

How  important  it  is  in  inter- 
national relations  that  a  person 
is  looked  at  as  a  person  became 
clear  to  me  when  I  recently  had 
an  opportunity  to  listen  to  Dr. 
Ralph  Bunche,  the  United  Na- 
tions mediator  who  succeeded  in 
restoring  peace  in  Palestine.  Dr. 
Bunche  told  that  all  his  media- 
tion efforts  were  in  vain  as  long 
as  members  of  the  Jewish  and 
Arab  delegations  looked  at  each 
other  as  Jews  and  Arabs.  Dr. 
Bunche  related  that  he  soon  felt 
that  this  was  the  main  obstacle 
to  his  efforts,  and  so  he  made  the 
leaders  of  the  delegations  shake 
hands,  get  acquainted  with  one 
another  and  learn  to  respect  one 
another  as  persons.  Only  after 
this  was  achieved,  an  agreement 
was  reached  and  the  peace  was 
saved. 

As  an  exchange  student  in  this 
country  I  have  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  meet  and  learn  to 
know  individual  Americans.  So 
far  I  found  that  most  of  them  are 
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EDITORIAL 


In  June  Life  Beckons 

IT  IS  June  again,  month  of 
graduations  and  weddings. 
During  this  month,  youth  in 
academic  robes  and  with  schol- 
ars' hats  will  begin  to  enter  upon 
very  serious  tasks;  they  will 
walk  away  from  the  "ivied  halls" 
into  a  world  of  limitless  op- 
portunities; they  will  face  up  to 
responsibilities  heavier  than 
most  of  those  which  they  have 
yet  known. 

One  of  the  responsibilities 
which  will  confront  them  quite 
seriously  at  first  will  be  that 
of  making  a  living.  This  respon- 
sibility will  be  augmented  if 
June  is  for  any  of  them  also  a 
wedding  month   and   if  heaven 


presently  sends  to  them  a  little 
life  to  be  nurtured  for  kingdom 
purposes. 

But  a  more  important  con- 
sideration than  making  a  living 
will  be  to  make  a  life.  God 
beckons  every  graduate  in  June 
and  every  new  or  old  home 
builder  to  make  a  life  which 
radiates  the  very  presence  and 
goodness  and  love  of  God.  The 
world  needs  that  kind  of  lives 
desperately. 

A  third  beckoning  is  for  each 
graduate  in  1950  to  help  build  a 
church,  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  to  become  a  living  and 
vital  part  of  the  fulfillment  of 
God's  will  on  earth.  To  those 
who  are  getting  married  God's 
invitation  is  that  they  shall  build 
into  their  new  home  a  part  of  his 
everlasting  kingdom.  If  they 
will  do  this,  he  will  abide  with 


them  there  and  will  help  make 
of  their  home  the  very  footstool 
of  heaven. 
In  June  life  beckons. 


If  You  Show  Partiality 

"If  you  show  partiality,  you 
commit  sin"  (James  2:  9) 

JAMES  desired  very  much 
that  the  church  should  be 
one  family.  In  this  church 
family  he  wanted  every  mem- 
ber to  love  his  fellow  member 
as  he  loved  himself.  James  was 
very  sure  that  if  the  rich  or  the 
titled  were  given  positions  of 
honor  and  the  poor  were  asked 
to  sit  in  lower  places  there  could 
be  no  church.  Accordingly,  after 
a  long  admonition  concerning 
the  oneness  of  the  Christian  fel- 
lowship, James  said,  "If  you 
show  partiality  or  selectivity, 
you  commit  sin." 

It  was  very  clear  to  James  that 
one's  position  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  was  not  determined  by 
the  material  circumstances  into 
which  life  had  cast  him.  Rather, 
it  was  determined  by  his  spiritu- 
al growth,  his  faith,  his  faithful- 
less  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

In  such  achievements  separat- 
ing discriminations  should  not 
be  made.  Those  who  were  strong 
should  help  the  weak.  Those  who 
were  ahead  should  place  their 
arms  around  the  laggers  to  bring 
them  forward  into  kingdom 
achievements  and  spiritual  ful- 
fillment. 

The  church  has  never  achieved 
fully  this  helpful  ideal  which 
James  set  for  it.  It  has  never 
been  able  to  overcome  all  mani- 
festations of  partiality.  It  has 
tried  to  grow  in  the  direction 
of  brotherhood  and  in  many 
areas  it  has  made  progress. 

In  the  world  beyond  the 
church  discriminations  are  even 
more  apparent.  There  are  class, 
race,  educational,  occupational 
and  religious  discriminations. 


The  church  should  set  the  per- 
fect example  in  eliminating  par- 
tiality, in  becoming  a  family  of 
believers,  in  having  the  strong 
help  the  weak. 

Then  out  of  its  experiences 
and  against  the  background  of 
its  own  achievement,  the  church 
should  teach  these  ideals  of 
brotherhood  and  helpfulness  in 
a  divided  world. 

Every  Chair  Should   Be 
a  Throne 

RALPH  WALDO  EMERSON 
once  said,  "Every  chair 
should  be  a  throne  and 
hold  a  king."  Underlying  this 
statement  there  is  a  concept 
which  is  basic  to  Christianity  and 
to  democracy. 

In  the  United  States  and  in  the 
United  Nations  we  have  been 
talking  about  our  basic  human 
rights  or  as  the  writers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  put 
it  "our  inalienable  rights."  What 
are  they? 

Is  not  the  greatest  right  of  all 
the  right  of  the  individual  to  be  a 
person?  To  be  endowed  with 
human  dignity?  To  be  a  child  of 
God? 

If  that  is  the  inalienable  right 
of  every  individual,  then  is  not 
anything  which  violates  human 
dignity  and  degrades  it  sinful?  Is 
not  every  act  which  violates  the 
human  dignity  of  even  one  of 
our  fellow  men  a  sin  against  hirm 
and  against  God  who  made  mart 
"in  his  own  image"? 

Is  not  an  act  which  violates  the 
human  dignity  of  our  neighbor  a 
greater  sin  against  him  than  to 
rob  him  of  his  food  or  purse? 

Does  not  all  discrimination 
against  individuals  and  groups 
fall  into  this  category  of  sin? 
Through  discrimination  do  we 
not  say  to  them,  "The  chair  on 
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If  You  Feel   Defeated 

THESE  are  days  when  the 
spirit  of  defeatism  spreads 
rapidly  and  easily  among 
us.  Almost  every  lecture  starts 
out  with  some  comments  on  the 
hopelessness  of  our  present  na- 
tional and  international  situa- 
tion. We  hardly  get  out  of  the 
embarrassments  of  one  strike 
until  we  find  ourselves  hampered 
by  another.  We  read  of  increas- 
ingly deadly  bombs  and  fear 
that  eventually  they  will  fall 
upon  us.  If  we  listen  carefully 
enough,  we  can  hear  the  bell  toll 
and  we  are  afraid  that  it  is  toll- 
ing for  us. 

What  is  a  good  remedy  for  a 
growing  sense  of  defeatism  and 
despair? 

One  of  the  most  practical 
things  I  know  is  to  try  to  make 
somebody  feel  better  who  may 
be  feeling  even  worse  than  we 
are.  Jesus  said,  "The  poor  you 
have  with  you  always."  He  said 
also  that  we  should  help  them. 
If  they  are  in  prison,  we  should 
visit  them.  If  they  are  widows  or 
orphans,  we  should  do  something 
for  them.  If  they  are  thirsty,  we 
should  give  them  a  drink.  If 
they  ask  for  one  coat,  we  should 
give  them  two.  If  they  need  us 
to  go  along  with  them  one  mile, 
we  should  go  twice  that  far.  If 
they  smite  us  on  one  cheek,  we 
should  be  patient  and  turn  the 
other.  To  be  busy  doing  those 
things  ends  defeatism. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  bring 
light  into  a  dark  corner  is  to  do 
a  good  deed  in  the  dark  corner. 
One  of  the  best  ways  to  bring 
encouragement  into  a  discour- 
aged heart  is  to  do  a  good  deed. 
This  brings  encouragement  to 
the  one  to  whom  it  is  done  but, 
more  particularly,  it  brings  en- 
couragement to  the  one  who  does 
it. 

If  you  feel  discouraged,  there 
are  many  things  to  do.  And  one 
thing  which  always  helps  is  to 
do  good. 
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Thinking    About   the    News 


Doctors 

AS  THIS  is  written  we  are  told 
that  President  Truman  may 
again  take  to  the  field  in  order 
to  sell  to  the  American  public  some 
of  his  "Fair  Deal"  program.  It  is 
reported  that  it  will  include  "so- 
cialized medicine." 

The  Gospel  Messenger  believes 
that  Christian  people  should  hear 
both  sides  of  every  question  with 
patience.  The  following  is  written 
in  an  effort  to  present  some  informa- 
tion which  we  do  not  often  hear 
much  about. 

Recently  the  New  York  Times 
quoted  some  significant  figures.  The 
Times  said  thai  in  1905  there  were 
in  the  United  States  160  medical 
schools,  enrolling  26,147  students. 
They  graduated  in  1905  a  class  of 
5,606  doctors.  Last  year,  1949,  there 
were  in  the  United  States  only  79 
medical  schools,  enrolling  a  student 
body  of  23,670.  The  graduating  class 
of  doctors  was  5,094. 

In  other  words,  though  our  popu- 
lation has  doubled  since  1905,  we 
have  now  only  half  as  many  medical 
schools  as  then.  We  enroll  3,000  less 
medical  students  and  graduated  last 
year  500  fewer  doctors. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  must  re- 
member that  at  the  present  time 
many  more  of  our  medical  people 
are  taken  over  by  the  military  than 
in  1905.  Moreover,  if  war  breaks 
out,  practically  the  entire  lot  of 
medical  people  is  taken  over  at  once 
for  military  purposes,  leaving  very 
few  doctors  or  nurses  behind  to  care 
for  epidemics  which  might  follow 
mass  bombings.  And  from  mass 
bombings  this  country  cannot  hope 
to  escape  if  another  war  comes. 

Why  is  there  a  shortage  of  doctors 
and  why  are  there  so  few  of  our 
young  men  entering  the  medical 
profession?  At  least  two  reasons  can 
be  suggested. 

(1)  The  processes  of  medical 
training  are  long  and  exceedingly 
expensive.  Only  the  student  who 
has  sufficient  financial  backing  to 
keep  him  continually  in  school  dur- 
ing the  first  third  of  his  life  can  have 
much  hope  of  becoming  an  M.D. 
Finances  eliminate  many  of  our 
finest  potential  doctors  at  the  very 
start. 

(2)  The  scholastic  requirements 
are  exceedingly  high.  In  1949,  out  of 
25,000  students  who  had  not  been 
eliminated  by  financial  considera- 
tions and  who  felt  able  to  apply  for 
entrance    to    medical    school,    only 


6,000  were  accepted.  A  goodly  per- 
centage of  these  6,000  was  elimi- 
nated during  the  first  year  or  at  the 
end  of  it.  The  inference  seems  to  be 
that  only  those  with  exceedingly 
superior  scholastic  abilities  make 
good  doctors.  The  actual  findings 
are,  however,  that  personality  and 
psychological  factors  are  equally  as 
significant  for  success  in  the  healing 
arts  as  extremely  high  scholastic 
achievement. 


i\  not  her  factor  which  needs  to 
come  into  the  total  medical  picture 
is  the  high  cost  of  medical  and  hos- 
pital care.  This  high  cost  discrimi- 
nates most  sharply  against  the 
middle  class  group  of  workers.  This 
group  includes  usually  the  profes- 
sional people  and  the  small  business- 
man. Individuals  who  are  in  the 
lower  income  brackets  are  enabled 
to  get  medical  attention  through 
public  welfare  agencies.  Those  who 
are  in  the  high  income  brackets  can 
afford  to  pay  for  medical  attention. 
They  enjoy  their  operations  and 
they  enjoy  talking  about  them.  But 
individuals  who  are  in  the  middle 
income  bracket,  who  are  not  on  pub- 
lic welfare  and  who  cannot  afford 
the  high  costs  of  surgery  and  hos- 
pitalization must  get  along  without 
needed  medical  care. 

England  has  faced  up  to  her  med- 
ical needs  and  examined  her  medi- 
cal offerings  in  a  much  more 
courageous  way  than  we  in  America 
have.  Her  plan  is  not  perfect  and  the 
people  of  England  have  indicated  a 
desire  to  modify  it.  They  have  not 
indicated  a  desire,  however,  to 
throw  it  overboard. 


1  his  editorial  is  not  an  argument 
for  socialized  medicine.  It  only  in- 
sists that  in  this  country  we  ought 
to  look  frankly  at  our  present  and 
prospective  medical  needs  and  at 
our  present  offerings. 

Perhaps  some  form  of  medical  in- 
surance with  or  without  government 
assistance  is  the  proper  way.  Cer- 
tainly some  assistance  in  getting 
worthy  young  men  and  women  into 
the  field  of  medicine  when  their 
finances  are  low  is  also  a  valid  hope. 
Whether  it  should  be  through 
private  or  public  aid  should  be 
discussed. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  a  growing 
democracy  or  a  growing  individual 
is  self-examination.  The  Bible  says, 
"Let  a  man  examine  himself." 


CHRISTIAN 
rATHCR 


Ada  Scrogum 

Pastor,  Elkins,  West  Virginia 


*IT|TE     HAVE    not    thought 

\\  enough  of  how  much  pro- 
*  '  tection,  security  and  sta- 
bility the  father  gives  to  the 
home.  His  wise  counsel  and 
steadying  influence  are  invalu- 
able. And  when  he  is  a  Chris- 
tian father,  and  can  set  a  good 
example  in  Christian  living,  that 
is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings 
any  home  can  have. 

Over  and  over  again  we  have 
sung  praises  to  mother,  and  have 
told  of  her  great  sacrificial  serv- 
ice. But  how  many  times  have 
we  mentioned  the  sacrifice  fa- 
ther has  made?   Many  times  he 


comes  home  at  night  with  tired 
and  qching  feet  after  a  hard 
day's  work.  He  goes  to  work  in 
bad  weather,  sometimes  when  he 
does  not  feel  well,  simply  be- 
cause he  has  a  family  depending 
upon  him.  Often  he  would  like 
to  play  with  the  children  or  do 
a  few  things  for  himself,  but  he 
is  either  too  tired  or  too  busy. 
He  has  really  laid  his  life  on  the 
altar  of  his  home  and  he  car- 
ries the  burden  of  the  entire 
family  upon  his  shoulders.  He 
strives  to  keep  his  family  com- 
fortable and  to  give  his  children 
the  advantages  he  never  had.  He 


does  it  gladly  and  willingly  and 
asks  nothing  in  return. 

While  mother  is  the  central 
figure  in  the  home,  and  no  one 
would  minimize  her  great  sac- 
rificial love  and  service,  yet  it 
is  the  father  who  is  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  the  home  is 
built.  Without  a  good  founda- 
tion the  home  cannot  be  what  it 
ought  to  be.  There  are  many 
good  Christian  fathers  in  the 
world  today,  but  some  of  them 
will  not  be  fully  appreciated  un- 
til they  have  finished  their  work 
and  have  passed  to  their  eternal 
reward. 


Like  You  and  Me 
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not  different  from  individual 
Germans.  I  hope  that  American 
exchange  students  in  Europe 
find  the  same  about  the  people 
over  there. 

In  my  homeland  I  saw  how 
concepts  that  many  of  my 
countrymen  held  about  "the 
British"  and  "the  Americans'' 
were  broken  down  by  the  un- 
selfish work  of  foreign  welfare 
workers  and  students.  I  remem- 
ber, for  example,  the  German 
driver  of  a  Y.M.C.A.  truck  ex- 
claiming in  amazement,  when  he 
saw     American,     British,     and 


French  young  people  doing  re- 
construction work  in  a  Brethren 
Service  work  camp  in  Hamburg. 
"Well,  first  those  Americans  and 
Tommies  come  here  to  bomb  our 
cities  to  bits,  and  now  they  are 
here  to  rebuild  them!"  Later 
this  driver  told  me,  "You  know, 
I  never  thought  that  the  people 
in  America  and  in  England  were 
people  just  like  you  and  me!" 

This  German  driver  thus  had 
seen  that  his  concept  of  "the 
Americans"  was  wrong,  and  I 
believe  that  he  will  not  any 
more  speak  of  "the  Americans" 
and  "the  Tommies." 

And  every  time  I  am  tempted 
to    say    something    about    "the 


Russians"  or  "the  Jews"  or  "the 
Americans,"  I  have  to  think  of 
that  little  Russian  farmhouse  in 
the  Ukraine  and  of  the  Nissen 
huts  behind  barbed  wire  some- 
where in  England;  then  a  voice 
in  me  whispers,  "Stop,  Erich, 
you  have  to  do  with  individuals!" 
Yes,  individuals  like  you  and 
me. 

Continued  from  page  5 

which  you  sit  does  not  hold  a 
king.  You  are  only  second  class." 
Jesus  put  it  very  simply,  "Love 
your  neighbor  as  yourself."  That 
is  at  the  heart  of  Christian  broth- 
erhood and  of  real  democracy. 
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The   love   revealed   by   Christ   on   the 
cross  would  remove  the  threat  of  war 


M.  R.  Zigler 

European    Representative 


A  Challenge  to  the  Church 


THE  tragic  world  disorder 
among  men  demands  the 
immediate  and  desperate 
application  of  Christian  prin- 
ciples to  heal  the  wounds  in- 
flicted by  world  wars  and  to 
eliminate  the  fear  generated  by 
the  threat  of  another  one.  The 
church  is  the  only  institution 
which  has  the  philosophy,  com- 
mitment and  resources  to  turn 
the  tide  of  hate.  It  can  do  it  by 
love  as  revealed  through  Christ 
on  the  cross. 

These  conditions  exist  in  our 
times  because  churchmen  have 
failed  to  practice  the  principles 
of  love.  As  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  we  have 
carried  for  many  years  a  mes- 
sage to  be  delivered  to  the  world. 
It  calls  for  a  spiritual  brother- 
hood; it  is  a  guarantee  for  the 
prevention  of  war;  it  declares  to 
the  world  that  Christians  should 
not  participate  in  killing  their 
fellow  men.  This  is  a  message 
that  Christians  need  to  deliver 
around  the  world,  to  churchmen 
and  to  nonchurchmen  alike.  It 
is  clear  that  if  another  war 
comes,  it  will  be  fought  in  the 
areas  where  the  Christian 
churches  are  strongest.  The  ma- 
terials designed  to  destroy  life 
and  property  will  come  from  the 
Christian  nations.  Everywhere 
there  are  churches,  ministers 
and  laymen  who,  if  they  would 
use  the  resource  of  love,  could 
prevent  the  coming  of  another 
war. 

Because  of  the  unique  message 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
it  is  very  essential  that  at  this 
time  we  do  everything  we  can  to 
stop  the  trend  toward  war  and 
that   we   utilize   every   possible 


avenue  of  service  to  do  our 
share,  and  more,  to  relieve  hu- 
man suffering  and  to  eliminate 
fear.  We  must  do  it  without 
counting  the  cost  as  far  as 
worldly  matters  are  concerned. 

I  desire  to  express  deep  appre- 
ciation for  the  opportunity  I 
have  had  to  speak  to  many  of 
my  fellow  Brethren  since  I  re- 
turned home  at  Christmas  time. 
It  has  been  with  deepest  joy  that 
I  have  reported  the  work  done  in 
Europe  by  the  representatives 
you  have  sent,  and  the  good  done 
by  the  gifts  that  have  been  sent 
through  many  agencies,  pri- 
marily through  the  Christian 
churches.  At  the  same  time  I 
regret  that  it  has  been  necessary 
to  point  out  that  another  war 
is  coming  unless  there  is  united 
action  on  the  part  of  Christian 
men  and  women  to  change  the 
trends  in  our  modern  civiliza- 
tion.  I  am  greatly  heartened  by 


the  response  of  the  people  with 
whom  I  have  fellowshiped.  You 
have  indicated  that  we  as  a 
church  are  ready  to  keep  up  the 
fight,  to  renew  our  energies  for 
service  and  not  to  give  up  until 
we  are  sure  that  peace,  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  is  assured  be- 
yond all  doubt. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that 
if  peace  is  to  come  to  the  world 
through  the  development  of 
true  Christian  brotherhood,  it 
will  demand  the  continuous 
sharing  of  all  Christians  for 
many  years.  Therefore,  it  is  es- 
sential to  develop  goals  in  har- 
mony with  this  inescapable 
reality.  If  the  church  does  not 
do  it,  then  there  is  no  hope. 
Christian  people  must  set  the 
pattern.  Certainly  the  message 
of  peace  was  given  to  the  Breth- 
ren to  share.  We  must  earn  the 
right  to  speak  by  living  on  high 
spiritual  levels  and  through  er- 


Many   European   congregations   are   rebuilding   their  ruined    church 

houses  out  of  the  rubble  left  by  the  bombs.  The  people  themselves  have 

given  time  and  what  money  they  could  and  the  World  Council  of 

Churches  helped.   This  church  is  at  Pforzheim 
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The  interior  of 
the  rubble 
church  at  Heil- 
bronn  during 
t  h  e  inaugura- 
tional  service 


rands  of  mercy.  Trails  have  been 
blazed,  whereby  it  is  now  pos- 
sible for  us  to  speak  to  many 
people  about  love  and  Christ, 
the  meaning  of  his  teachings  and 
his  life  as  revealed  in  the  New 
Testament,  how  to  settle  dis- 
putes without  resort  to  war.  * 
The  time  is  now  here  to  de- 
cide whether  or  not  we  shall 
march  through  the  doors  that 
are  now  opened.  They  may  be 
closed  soon,  with  the  prospect 
that  they  will  never  be  opened 
again  in  the  lifetime  of  the  pres- 
ent generation.  It  is  my  certain 
conviction  that  we  should  con- 
tinue to  send  clothing  and  food, 
to  accept  refugees  into  our  fami- 
lies and  communities,  to  locate 
high  school  students  from  every 
land  willing  to  trust  its  youth  in 
our  homes,  to  send  volunteers 
abroad  in  areas  of  tension,  to  em- 
ploy a  large  number  of  service 
workers  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  relieve  human  suffering, 
and  to  make  peace.  It  is  also  es- 
sential that  people  travel  in  the 
name  of  Christ. 


Most  of  the  members  of  our 
church  will  not  be  able  to  go 
overseas  but  all  can  have  a  share 
in  the  work.  Money  now  is 
needed  to  support  personnel,  to 
buy  materials  at  cheap  rates,  to 
move  personnel  to  new  areas  of 
need  as  they  occur.  This  is  a 
great  time  to  reveal  loyalty  to 
Christ  and  to  his  church.  It  is 
a  unique  opportunity  to  manifest 
that  the  church  is  able  to  meet 
the  needs  of  man.  Times  seldom 
come  when  ministers  of  church- 
es can  challenge  their  people  to 
unselfish  sacrifice  to  meet  a  des- 
perate situation  as  at  the  present 
moment. 

The  Parable  of  the  Good 
Neighbor 

David  Coffman 

McFarland,    California 

ONE   day   I   met   Jesus   and 
said,  "Teacher,  what  shall 
I  do  to  help  the  cause  of 
brotherhood?" 

He  said  to  me,  "What  is  writ- 
ten in  the  New  Testament?  How 


do    you    read    the    Scriptures?" 

And  I  answered,  "He  who 
loves  God  should  love  his  broth- 
er also"  (1  John  4:21). 

And  he  said  to  me,  "You  have 
answered  right;  do  this,  and  you 
will  help  bring  brotherhood." 

But  I,  desiring  to  justify  my- 
self, said  to  Jesus,  "And  who  is 
my  brother?" 

Jesus  replied,  "A  family  of  mi- 
grant laborers  were  traveling  in 
their  old  and  battered  car  from 
Los  Angeles  to  Sacramento.  A 
wheel  of  the  car  fell  off  and  was 
damaged  beyond  repair;  they 
had  no  spare  wheel,  and  they 
were  stranded  some  distance 
from  any  garage  or  service  sta- 
tion. Now  by  chance  a  Brethren* 
minister  was  driving  down  that 
road;  and  when  he  saw  the  old 
car  and  its  shabby  occupants  he 
drove  past  on  the  other  side.  So 
likewise  a  Brethren  layman, 
when  he  came  to  the  place  and 
saw  this  family,  drove  by  on  the 
other  side.  But  a  Negro,  as  he 
traveled,  came  to  where  they 
were;  and  when  he  saw  them, 
he  was  touched  by  their  help- 
lessness, and  drove  up  and 
stopped  beside  them.  He  saw 
their  plight  and  offered  them  his 
own  spare  wheel,  but  it  would 
not  fit.  So  he  loaded  them  all 
into  his  own  car,  as  it  was  get- 
ting dark,  and  drove  them  sev- 
eral miles  to  the  next  town. 
There  he  took  them  to  a  small 
hotel  for  the  night  and  paid 
for  their  rooms,  for  they  had 
very  little  money  with  them. 
The  next  morning  he  went  out 
and  bought  a  wheel  that  would 
fit  the  old  car  of  this  migrant 
family.  He  then  drove  them 
back  to  their  car,  helped  the 
father  put  it  on  and  saw  them 
on  their  way.  Which  of  these 
three,  do  you  think,  proved  a 
brother  to  this  family  who  suf- 
fered a  misfortune?" 

I  said,  "The  one  who  gave 
them  aid." 

And  Jesus  said  to  me,  "Go  and 
do  likewise." 

JUNE    10,    1950  9 


Ernest  Lefever 

Yale  Divinity  School 


THE  CHURCH  BEHIND  THE  IRON  CURTAIN 


WHAT  is  happening  to  the 
church  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain  today?  Do  Chris- 
tians have  any  opportunity  to 
witness  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
her  Eastern  European  satellites? 
In  the  constitution  of  each  of 
these  countries  "freedom  of  re- 
ligious worship"  is  guaranteed 
as  well  as  freedom  for  antireli- 
gious  propaganda.  Yet  we  read 
of  church  property  being  con- 
fiscated, the  church  press  being 
censored   and   religious   leaders 
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being  persecuted.   What  are  the 
facts  behind  the  headlines? 

From  its  beginning  in  1917, 
communism  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
launched  a  full-scale  frontal  at- 
tack against  the  church.  The 
widespread  religious  persecution 
in  Russia  is  well  known.  But  in 
January  1939  a  new  policy 
toward  the  church  was  inaugu- 
rated. All  forms  of  "direct 
action"  against  religion  were 
abolished  and  antireligious  prop- 
aganda was  toned  down.  In  Sep- 
tember 1943  Stalin  permitted 
the  election  of  a  Moscow  Patri- 


arch to  head  the  Russian  Ortho- 
dox Church.  The  causes  of  this 
new  "toleration  policy"  were 
twofold.  First,  the  direct  attack 
against  the  church  had  failed  to 
stamp  out  religion.  Second,  Sta- 
lin became  convinced  that  a 
church  friendly  to  the  state 
would  be  a  powerful  unifying 
and  morale-building  force. 

In  short,  under  a  totalitarian 
regime  there  are  two  types  of 
churches  —  good  ones  and  bad 
ones.  The  good  church  is  friend- 
ly to  the  government  and  the 
bad  church  hostile.  The  former 
must  be  cultivated  and  even 
financed  if  necessary.  The  latter 
must  be  either  "converted" 
to  the  state's  purposes  or  liq- 
uidated. 

Russia's  new  policy,  which  to 
many  Americans  appeared  more 
tolerant  of  the  churches,  was 
carried  over  into  Poland,  Yu- 
goslavia, Bulgaria,  Albania, 
Rumania,  Hungary  and  Czecho- 
slovakia as  these  states  were 
successively  drawn  into  the 
Communist  orbit.  The  familiar 
Soviet  pattern  of  church-state 
relations  soon  asserted  itself. 
The  churches  and  the  individual 
Christians  in  the  Eastern  Euro- 
pean people's  democracies  have 
been  forced  to  take  one  of  the 
four  alternatives  open  to  reli- 
gious bodies  in  a  dictatorship — 
becoming  a  political  church,  be- 
coming an  otherworldly  church, 
becoming  an  underground 
church  and  becoming  a  silent 
church.  We  will  discuss  each  of 
these  choices  which  in  actual  life 
are   not    as   clear   cut   as   they 


appear  here.  Even  a  passing 
understanding  of  these  highly 
restricted  alternatives  will  en- 
able us  to  appreciate  the  difficul- 
ties of  Christian  witnessing  in  a 
Communist  country. 

The  political  church.  A  po- 
litical church  is  one  permitting 
itself  to  become  the  religious 
mouthpiece  of  the  regime.  It 
is  the  most  desirable  alterna- 
tive from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
state  because  it  provides  reli- 
gious sanction  for  state  policies 
at  home  and  abroad.  A  captive 
of  the  regime,  the  political 
church  has  lost  its  independence 
and  ceases  to  be  the  church  of 
Christ.  It  may  continue  having 
worship  services,  but,  as  far  as 
its  witness  in  the  social  order  is 
concerned,  it  is  little  more  than 
a  propaganda  agency  of  the 
state.  In  Russia  the  Orthodox 
Church  has  become  a  religious 
spokesman  for  the  regime.  The 
Russian  church  refused  to  send 
delegates  to  the  Amsterdam 
Conference  in  1948,  charging  that 
the  gathering  was  not  really  in- 
terested in  church  unity,  but 
rather  in  extending  the  influence 
of  Western  imperialistic  powers. 
Things  have  not  gone  so  far  in 
the  Soviet  satellites,  but  the 
Czech  government  is  now  mak- 
ing every  effort  to  capture  cer- 
tain dissident  elements  within 
the  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches. 

The  otherworldly  church.  Sev- 
eral smaller  Protestant  bodies 
and  many  individual  Christians 
have  attempted  to  solve  the 
problem  of  living  under  a  to- 
talitarian regime  by  insisting 
that  religion  is  solely  an  other- 
worldly affair.  This  attitude, 
culminating  in  an  otherworldly 
church,  is .  encouraged  by  Com- 
munist officials  because  it  does 
not  interfere  with  state  policy. 
The  Baptist  Church  in  Hungary 
and  in  the  U.S.S.R.  has  taken 
this  position.  In  1948  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Hungarian  Baptist 
Union  made  this  statement:  "We 
insist  that  the  church  and  state 
must  work  independently.    Ev- 


eryone must  subject  himself  to 
the  authority  of  the  state  in  all 
civil  matters.  The  church  must 
remain  a  church.  It  must  remain 
aloof  from  politics,  and  it  should 
preach  the  gospel."  The  other- 
worldly church  neither  endorses 
nor  condemns  the  policies  of  the 
state,  but  restricts  its  ministry 
to  the  promise  of  a  better  life 
in  the  world  to  come. 

The  underground  church. 
There  are  some  Christians  who 
can  neither  endorse  the  policies 
of  the  Communist  state  nor  re- 
gard religion  as  an  exclusively 
otherworldly  concern.  They 
maintain  that  religion  must  be 
heard  in  the  market  place  and  in 
the  halls  of  parliament.  Holding 
totalitarianism  to  be  the  antith- 
esis of  Christian  values,  they 
believe  there  is  only  one  true 
alternative — to  go  underground 
and  become  a  fighting  church. 
The  underground  church,  oper- 
ating from  the  catacombs,  is  pit- 
ted against  the  regime  and  all 
its  evil  works.  Co-operating  with 
other  resistance  elements  it  at- 
tempts to  overthrow  the  regime. 
The  very  few  who  have  taken 
this  heroic  way  believe  that  it  is 
their  duty  as  Christians  to  trans- 
late the  ethics  of  their  faith  into 
the  social  order,  even  if  it  means 
martyrdom. 

The  silent  church.  The  great 
majority  of  Christians  have  tak- 
en  none   of   the    three    courses 


On  opposite 
page:  St.  Vitus 
Cathedral  in 
Prague,  Czech- 
oslovakia 

To  the  right:  a 
Czech  Protes- 
tant pastor 
(middle  with 
white  hair)  and 
his  family,  with 
members  of  the 
1949  Youth  Ar- 
gosy group 


noted  above.  Recognizing  the 
rigorous  limitations  on  the 
church,  they  have  decided  to 
make  a  silent  witness.  The  silent 
church  is  a  suffering  church.  Its 
members  cannot  endorse  the  re- 
gime, nor  can  they  escape  into  an 
otherworldly  faith.  And  they 
see  no  good  purpose  in  going 
underground  and  joining  a 
movement  which  is  consistently 
and  ruthlessly  liquidated.  They 
accept  the  tragic  situation  as 
temporary  and  limit  their  re- 
ligious activities  accordingly. 
They  emphasize  worship,  medi- 
tation and  acts  of  individual 
charity,  living  for  the  day  when 
a  more  complete  ministry  will 
be  possible.  The  sermons  and 
church  papers  do  not  speak 
openly  about  concentration 
camps,  forced  labor  and  the 
suppression  of  liberty,  but  they 
try  to  foster  inner  freedom. 
The  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
churches  of  Hungary  and  Czech- 
oslovakia, for  the  most  part, 
have  taken  this  difficult  position. 
The  church  under  Hitler  was  by 
and  large  a  silent  church. 

We  in  America  can  understand 
only  in  part  the  tragic  dilemma 
confronting  our  Christian  breth- 
ren in  Communist  areas.  It  is 
our  clear  duty  to  pray  for  them 
as  they  pass  through  the  fires  of 
persecution.  We  should  keep  the 
present  lines  of  communication 
to  them  open  as  long  as  possible. 


JUNE    10.    1950 
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From  Fascism  to  Communism 
in  Tweniy-four  Hours 


A.  Stauffer  Curry 

Washington,  D.  C. 


IT  WAS  just  after  the  noon 
hour  when  I  changed  trains 
at  the  Spanish-French  fron- 
tier. (One  always  changes  at 
this  border  because  Spanish 
trains  travel  on  wider-gauge 
tracks.)  It  was  just  before  noon 
on  the  next  day  when  the  plane 
crossed  the  German-Czechoslo- 
vakian  boundary.  Quite  literally 
one  found  himself  being  whisked 
from  a  Fascist  to  a  Communist 
world  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours.  The  impressions  were 
profound. 

Among  the  27,000,000  popula- 
tion of  Spain  are  no  more  than 
50,000  Protestants.  The  number 
of  active  Protestants  is  much 
lower,  probably  10,000.  There  are 
about  120  congregations.  The 
plight  of  these  Protestants  is 
very  lamentable.  A  government 
decree  has  prohibited  any  "pub- 
lic manifestation"  of  worship  of 
any  religious  groups  other  than 
Roman  Catholics.  A  Protestant 
pastor  showed  me  a  beautiful 
marble  plaque  with  the  name  of 
his  church  engraved  on  it,  but 
the  slab  had  now  to  be  stored  in 
a  closet.  Many  worshipers  enter 
the  churches  by  alley  doors  to 
avoid  a  "public  manifestation." 
In  the  cities  Protestants  may  as- 
semble quietly  for  worship.  But 
in  many  rural  settings  two  fam- 
ilies may  not  even  worship  to- 
gether, since  that  is  interpreted 
as  a  "public  manifestation."  No 
Protestant  literature  may  be 
published  or  distributed.  The 
Protestant  schools  and  theolog- 
ical seminaries  have  long  since 
been    closed.      Recently    some 
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students  raided  a  Plymouth 
Brethren  church  in  Madrid.  The 
marriage  rights  of  Protestants 
have  been  curtailed.  There  is 
discrimination  against  Protes- 
tants when  seeking  employment. 
Some  ministers  have  regular 
"sessions"  with  the  police,  who 
keep  a  constant  check  upon 
them.  Most  of  the  religious 
freedom  of  Protestants  is  gone. 
The  question  of  why  this  op- 
pression at  once  arises.  The 
reason  given  by  Protestants  ev- 
erywhere in  Spain  is  the  same. 
(And  I  confirmed  this  reason 
with  research  departments  of 
reliable  religious  agencies  in 
the  United  States.)  The  Franco 
government  badly  needs  the  sup- 
port of  the  Catholic  Church, 
which  holds  over  90%  of  the 
property  in  Spain.  The  Catholic 
hierarchy  demands  that  Protes- 
tant minorities  be  oppressed. 
The  hierarchy  holds  the  philoso- 
phy that  Protestants  are  heretics. 
And  what  is  wrong  in  trying  to 
obliterate  such  an  inherently 
vicious  evil  as  Protestant  her- 
esy? Hence  the  oppression  of 
these  Protestant  Christians? 

1  he  one  terrible,  burning 
impression  of  Czechoslovakia 
is  that  it  is  a  police  state. 
Freedom  is  gone.  It  is  the  "dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat,"  en- 
visaged by  Marx  and  Engels,  in 
a  very  literal  and  vicious  form. 
There  may  not  be  voiced  any 
opposition  to  the  government. 
There  is  much  public  evidence 
of  the  Communist  state  in  flags, 
posters,  loud  -  speakers  and  the 
like.  The  influence  of  Russia  is 
quite  obvious.    In  public  places 


Stalin's  picture  hangs  side  by 
side  with  that  of  the  Czech  presi- 
dent. The  church,  especially  the 
Catholic,  is  undergoing  oppres- 
sion. (Karl  Barth  claims  this  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Catholic 
Church  is  a  worldly  and  not 
a  spiritual  institution.  It  rep- 
resents a  right-wing  political 
philosophy.)  To  date  the  Protes- 
tants are  unmolested  if  they  do 
not  oppose  the  regime.  Most 
Protestants  believe  their  situa- 
tion may  become  less  favorable. 
At  present  their  churches  are 
well  attended. 

Communists  are  socializing 
the  country  through  a  five-year 
plan.  At  present  all  businesses 
employing  more  than  fifty  peo- 
ple have  been  seized  by  the 
government.  Those  with  fewer 
employees  will  be  seized  later 
on.  The  education  system  has 
been  modernized  and  stream- 
lined to  teach  communism.  Uni- 
versities are  dominated  by  the 
campus  Communist  party  secre- 
tary. Some  capable  observers  of 
their  country  claimed  that  really 
"state  capitalism"  and  not  social- 
ism is  the  system  which  exists 
in  Czechoslovakia  today.  The 
officials,  party  leaders  and  most 
diligent  party  workers  have  now 
become  the  "privileged  class." 
Even  the  most  vigorous  oppo- 
nents of  the  government  say 
that  the  regime  has  done  a  few 
good  things  such  as  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  schools  (of  course,  to 
teach  the  materialism  of  Karl 
Marx!) ,  setting  up  an  old-age  in- 
surance plan,  and  abolition  of 
the  class  system  in  hospitals. 

1  here  seems  to  be  several  im- 
plications in  these  two  types  of 
situations  for  the  church,  our 
country  and  for  the  world.  We 
as  Christians  should  ponder  and 
pray  diligently  about  them. 

(1)  It  seems  religious  institu- 
tions can  be  totalitarian  in  their 
approach,  just  as  can  fascism  and 
communism.  Witness  the  leader- 
ship of  the  majority  religious 
group  in  Spain.  It  could  be,  and 
maybe  is,  happening  elsewhere. 


(2)  Religious  groups,  includ- 
ing Jews,  Catholics  and  Protes- 
tants, must  be  aware  of  the 
possibility  of  assuming,  perhaps 
quite  unconsciously,  an  approach 
which  would  in  any  way  deny 
other  religious  groups  the  rights 
to  which  all  religious  groups  are 
entitled.  Especially  must  there 
be  an  awareness  of  the  rights  of 
small  minority  groups. 

(3)  We  should  be  aware  of 
the  philosophy,  held  by  many  of 
the  Catholic  hierarchy  as  well 
as  by  some  Protestant  groups, 
that  "our  way  is  the  only  true 
way"  and,  therefore,  others  may 
logically  be  oppressed,  or  at  least 
disregarded.  This  philosophy 
destroys  religious  freedom. 

(4)  We  should  be  thankful  in 
the  United  States  for  our  consti- 
tutional guarantee  of  religious 
freedom,  and  be  fully  alert  to 
certain  constant  threats  to  this 
freedom. 

(5)  In  our  country  and  abroad 
we  should  seek  to  remedy  those 
evils  such  as  poverty,  unemploy- 
ment, class  distinction  and  the 
like  which  invite  the  spread  of 
communism  and  on  which  com- 
munism thrives. 

(6)  We  should  realize  that 
one  of  the  best  bulwarks  against 
communism  is  a  strong,  pure, 
and  vital  church. 

(7)  Police  -  state  methods, 
with  their  attendant  loss  of  per- 
sonal rights  and  freedom,  should 
not  be  adopted  in  any  country 
to  achieve  any  ends.  As  someone 
has  asked,  "What  good  is  a  gold- 
en cage — or  much  worse  a  lead- 
en one — if  you  can't  get  out?" 
Some  there  are  who  advocate  the 
the  use  of  the  police-state  in  our 
country  at  certain  times  to 
achieve  certain  ends. 

(8)  Since  both  fascism  and 
communism  are  still  rampant  in 
the  world,  it  seems  necessary  to 
learn  to  live  side  by  side  with 
them  in  peace,  unless  we  want 
to  risk  an  A-  or  H-bomb  warfare. 

(9)  There  is  the  challenge  for 
the  church  "to  be  the  church," 
and  declare  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ.    If  the  church  be- 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Zephaniah  Calls  to  Repentance 

Zephaniah 


The  wage  of  sin  is  death 

Zephaniah  was  a  courageous 
preacher.  He  spoke  again  a  message 
similar  to  that  of  Amos  or  Hosea. 
He  saw  the  sins  of  his  people  round 
about  him  and  he  proclaimed  with 
unfaltering  courage  that  the  wage 
of  sin  is  death.  Silver  and  gold 
would  not  be  able  to  deliver  them, 
he  said.  The  entire  land  would  be 
devoured  by  fire.  Despair  and  de- 
struction would  be  everywhere. 

We  know  that  if  one  leaps  from 
the  top  of  a  building  he  will  suffer 
pain  when  he  strikes  the  ground. 
We  know  that  if  a  car  is  driven  into 
the  side  of  a  wall  it  will  be  wrecked 
and  suffering  will  ensue. 

Why  do  we  not  recognize  that 
the  moral  laws  of  God  are  as  im- 
mutable? If  one  sins,  he  must  pay 
for  his  sin.  The  wage  of  sin  is  death. 
Zephaniah  was  sure  about  that  and 
he  preached  that  truth  to  his  people. 
Repentance  is  the  way  to  victory 

Even     though     Zephaniah     saw 


drawing  nearer  the  enemy  who 
would  wreck  vengeance  upon  Israel, 
he  did  not  counsel  them  to  arm 
themselves  for  defense.  Rather,  he 
gave  them  what  in  this  day  would 
be  regarded  as  futile  and  idealistic 
counsel.  He  said,  "Repent.  If  you 
will  repent  from  your  wicked  ways, 
the  suffering  which  approaches  will 
not  consume  you.  Victory  lies  not  in 
superior  strength  but  in  humble  re- 
pentance before  the  God  of  heaven." 
The    Lord    will    not    leave    himself 

without  a  people 

Zephaniah  was  sure  that  even 
though  the  enemy  fell  upon  the  land 
and  destroyed  it  God  would  gather 
from  among  the  sorrowing  those 
who  would  still  be  his  people.  Zeph- 
aniah saw  even  beyond  the  Jews. 
He  said  that  God's  people  would  be 
raised  up  for  praise  and  fame  in 
every  land.  That  has  happened  and 
will  continue  to  happen.  In  this 
same  spirit  Jesus  later  taught  us  to 
pray,  "Thy  kingdom  come." 


comes  the  symbol  of  a  political 
or  economic  philosophy  as  has, 
for  example,  the  European  Cath- 
olic church,  or  becomes  an  arm 
or  mouthpiece  of  the  state,  it 
loses  its  primary  function  and 
along  with  this  its  general  ef- 
fectiveness. This  is  much  easier 
said  than  done,  as  a  weak  church 
can  at  times  unconsciously  be- 
come a  symbol  of  something  it 
does  not  plan  to  be.  Also,  this 
does  not  mean  that  a  church 
should  refrain  from  expressing 
itself  against  political  or  eco- 
nomic evils. 

(10)  The  church  can  never 
die.  Even  in  Spain  and  Czecho- 
slovakia it  was  repeatedly  re- 
ported that  attendance  has 
remained  constant  or  even  in- 
creased, with  the  coming  of  se- 
vere oppression.  The  World 
Council  office  in  Geneva  report- 
ed the  same,  that  persecution  of 
the  church  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  is  not  destroying  the 
church,  but  even  strengthening 
the  fellowship.  In  this  fact  lies 
our  great  hope  for  the  future. 


There  Is  Hope 
George  L.  Detweiler 

Pastor,  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania 

ONE  of  the  tragedies  of  our 
world  today  is  the  spirit 
of  hopelessness  and  despair 
which  has  gripped  so  many  peo- 
ple. The  note  of  pessimism  is 
almost  a  universal  note.  This 
spirit  is  manifest  even  among 
Christian  people,   and   has  pre- 
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sented  a  serious  threat  to  the 
work  of  the  Christian  church. 
D.  L.  Moody  one  time  said:  "No 
man  or  women  is  ever  used  by 
God  to  build  up  his  kingdom 
who  has  lost  hope.  Wherever  I 
have  found  a  worker  in  God's 
vineyard  who  has  lost  hope,  I 
have  found  a  man  or  woman  not 
very  useful." 

The  mission  of  the  Christian 
church  is  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  there  is  hope  for  the 
world,  and  that  this  hope  lies 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Conscious  of 
this  mission,  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  has  launched  out  upon 
the  greatest  and  most  extensive 
program  in  its  history.  While  our 
church  is  one  of  the  smaller  de- 
nominations, yet  the  world  min- 
istry of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  recent  years  has  grown 
and  expanded  far  beyond  the 
ability  of  most  of  us  to  compre- 
hend. It  has  been  a  program  of 
evangelism,  world  -  wide  mis- 
sions, relief  and  rehabilitation. 
Truly  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has 
been  upon  us,  because  he  has 
anointed  us  "to  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  the  poor,  ...  to  heal  the 
brokenhearted,  to  preach  deliv- 
erance to  the  captives,  and  re- 
covering of  sight  to  the  blind,  to 
set  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  to  preach  the  accept- 
able year  of  the  Lord." 

We  must  not  allow  ourselves 
to  be  caught  now  by  the  spirit  of 
hopelessness  and  despair.  The 
world  is  indeed  sick,  but  we 
must  keep  on  proclaiming  that 
there  is  hope  for  the  world,  and 
that  it  is  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  delegates  to  the  Ocean 
Grove  Annual  Conference  pos- 
sessed this  hope,  and  they  had 
faith  to  believe  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren desire  to  continue  to  give 
and  to  share,  and  even  to  sacri- 
fice in  order  that  this  world-wide 
ministry  might  continue.  In 
that  spirit  of  hopefulness  and 
faith  they  approved  a  budget 
for  our  Brotherhood  program  of 


$1,137,000.  Let  us  now  keep  faith 
with  them,  and  above  all  let  us 
keep  faith  with  our  Lord  by  do- 
ing everything  within  our  power 


to  meet  this  budget.  Brethren, 
let  us  give  sacrificially  to  save 
a  sick  world.  There  is  hope  for 
the  world  in  Christ. 


"SWEAR  NOT" 


Floyd  E.  Bantz 

Pastor,  Kansas  City  Church,  Missouri 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


THE  third  commandment 
pleads  for  clean  speech  and 
for  clean  living,  but  its  im- 
plications run  even  deeper  than 
that.  The  third  commandment 
insists  that  we  make  of  our  faith 
a  living  faith.  One  man  said, 
"The  third  commandment  does 
not  condemn  those  who  fail  to 
believe:  it  condemns  those  who 
believe  and  do  nothing  about  it. 
The  sin  lies,  not  in  rejecting 
God's  name,  but  in  taking  his 
name  without  a  sense  of  con- 
viction and  urgency."  This  does 
not  mean  that  we  can  slide  by 
the  gross  disuses  of  God's  name 
in  our  language,  however. 

I  do -not  believe  that  anyone 
is  proud  of  the  language  of 
Americans.  It  is  not  pure,  not 
even  filtered.  The  statement  was 
made  that  an  American  soldier 
could  be  recognized  by  his 
swearing  if  he  had  no  other 
distinguishing  marks.  No  other 
nation  in  the  world  uses  lan- 
guage as  distastefully  as  we  do. 
Witness  our  modern  novels  and 
our  dramas.  They  are  a  picture 
of  our  lack  of  respect  for  clean 
language.  Our  literature  and  our 
drama  mirror  our  culture.  In 
the  barber  shop,  in  the  grocery, 
or  wherever  you  may  be,  it  is 
apparent  that  our  language  is 
anything  but  clean. 

Men  use  profanity  because 
they  are  stupid.  They  are  in- 
capable of  thinking  of  words  to 
use.  Swearing  is  a  sign  of  an 
impoverished  vocabulary  and  a 
diminished  mentality.  It  is  dis- 
respectful and  it  is  blasphemy. 


This  paragraph  from  Nat  G. 
Long,  a  Methodist  minister  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  inability  of  the 
habitual  cusser  to  think. 

As  rich  as  our  language  is  in 
adjectives  and  adverbs,  there  are 
some  poor,  benighted  souls,  so 
bankrupt  in  speech,  so  poverty- 
striken  in  their  own  mother-tongue, 
that  they  could  not  describe  any- 
thing if  it  were  not  for  the  one  little 
word  "hell."  If  they  are  going  to 
tell  you  how  fast  a  car  was  going, 
they  say  "It  went  fast  as  hell"  or 
a  car  was  going  "slow  as  hell"; 
something  is  as  wide  as  hell,  or 
as  narrow  as  hell;  something  is  as 
high  as  hell,  or  as  low  as  hell; 
something  is  as  hot  as  hell,  or  as 
cold  as  hell;  something  as  rich  as 
hell,  or  as  poor  as  hell;  someone  is 
as  old  as  hell,  someone  is  as 
young  as  hell;  somebody  sings  as 
pretty  as  hell;  someone  sings 
worse  than  hell.  Isn't  it  silly? 
Dumb?  As  dumb  as  everything? 

There  is  another  type  of  mis- 
use of  God's  name  that  must  be 
mentioned.  In  the  ancient  He- 
brew era,  to  swear  by  God  that 
something  was  true  was  to  call 
on  the  highest  power  known  to 
substantiate  a  statement.  In 
other  words,  statements  may  all 
be  true  or  they  may  all  be  false, 
but  when  one  took  an  oath,  they 
were  to  be  true.  Jesus  deplored 
this  practice  and  the  Brethren, 
along  with  some  other  groups, 
have  carried  Jesus'  objection  to 
taking  an  oath  over  into  the 
modern  world. 

An  oath  means  little  today  be- 


cause  men  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  in  vain.  Court  decisions 
can  never  be  based  on  sworn 
statements  alone,  because  men 
so  seldom  tell  the  truth,  even 
under  oath.  If  a  man  is  not 
bound  enough  by  his  God  to  tell 
the  truth  at  all  times,  the  oath 
is  of  little  value.  If  he  is  honest 
and  truthful,  it  is  still  of  little 
value. 

.  It  is  apparent  that  these  two 
misuses  of  our  language  are 
symptoms  of  an  underlying  dis- 
ease that  confronts  us.  America 
is  turning  pagan.  It  can  not  be 
denied  convincingly.  Our  dis- 
regard for  truth  and  our  excel- 
lent usage  of  profanity  are  signs. 
This  points  up  the  greatest  sin 
against  the  third  commandment. 
It  is  that  we  do  nothing  about 
our  faith.  We  say  we  believe, 
but  we  do  not  act.  We  give  lip 
service — both  good  and  bad,  but 
we  do  not  give  life  service.  Man 
has  lost  his  conviction  in  the 
power  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  cure  for  this  illness  is  the 
fellowship  of  the  church.  When 
men  come  into  the  church,  try  to 
find  religion,  make  an  effort, 
then  the  disease  of  mankind  will 
begin  to  disappear.  I  was  speak- 
ing to  a  salesman  one  time  who 
said  he  no  longer  believed  in 
God.    I  told  him  at  the  close  of 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Across  the  street  from  us  lives  a 
couple,  now  in  their  fifties.  Some- 
how, they've  kept  a  radiance  about 
their  marriage.  They  still  seem  to' 
enjoy  each  other's  company,  and  to 
want  to  do  everything  together.  Do 
you  have  a  formula? 

A  Young  Couple. 
Dear  Friends, 

What  a  wonderful  privilege  to  live 
across  the  street  from  the  couple 
you  describe  who  keep  the  glow  and 
glory  of  the  first  rapture  of  life  for 
thirty  years  ...  to  the  end  .  .  .  and 
beyond! 

You  ask  me  the  formula?  You 
have  given  two  of  its  three  parts 
in  your  question:  (1)  enjoyment  of 
each  other's  company.    "Marriage  is 


a  long  conversation  which  is  entire- 
ly too  short,"  said  Lady  William 
Osier.  (2)  Mutual  interests  and  ac- 
tivities. We  learn  to  love  each  other 
and  depend  on  each  other  because 
our  minds  are  focused  upon  common 
interests  and  our  abilities  engaged 
by  mutual  activities. 

Perhaps  a  third  element  should 
be  added  to  the  formula.  There  is 
an  almost  infallible  rule  for  happi- 
ness in  marriage;  namely,  that  the 
couple  have  some  keen  and  capti- 
vating interest  outside  themselves. 
Their  "togetherness"  is  heightened 
by  the  fact  that  life  radiates  out- 
ward rather  than  becoming  in- 
grown. "He  who  loses  his  life  for 
my  sake  will  find  it." 

Your   Counselor. 


the  discussion,  "Your  trouble  is 
that  you  don't  practice  religion 
and  so  you  can't  believe  it." 
Man's  faith  must  be  cultivated  in 
order  to  grow.  That  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  fellowship  of  the 
church — to  make  real  Christians 
out  of  nominal  Christians.  When 
men  begin  to  take  the  third  com- 
mandment seriously  our  tongues 
will  be  clean,  our  lives  honest 
and  our  world  in  good  spiritual 
health.  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the 
name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 


Cultivation  of  our  faith  through  the  fellowship  of  the  church  will  make 

our  faith,  grow 


vain,  for  Jehovah  will  not  hold 
him  guiltless  who  taketh  his 
name  in  vain." 

A  Happy  Home 
Otto  Laursen 

Pastor,  North  Webster,  Indiana 

In  building  a  happy  home 
there  must  be  laid  foundations 
which  may  be  phrased  in  these 
words:  First,  make  up  your 
mind  to  seek  not  your  own  will 
but  the  will  of  God  and  to  do 
those  things  that  are  for  the 
best  interest  of  your  loved  ones; 
second,  decide  positively  that 
your  marriage  can  be  happy 
and,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  by 
the  best  personal  discipline, 
seek  to  make  it  increasingly  so; 
third,  hold  the  highest  ideals  for 
your  marriage  but  remember 
that,  even  though  you  are  im- 
perfect people,  both  of  you  can 
grow  gradually  toward  the  ideal. 
See  each  other  not  only  as  you 
are  but  as  you  may  become. 
Fourth,  be  true,  kind  and  honest 
with  each  other.  Fifth,  burn  all 
your  bridges  behind  you. 

Remember  that  you  have  set 
yourself  up  to  build  a  home  ac- 
cording to  God's  will.  Let  noth- 
ing turn  you  from  that  purpose. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  Brethren  Publishing  House  will  be 
closed  the  last  week  of  July  and  the  first  week 
of  August  for  vacation.  Because  of  this,  there 
will  be  no  Gospel  Messenger  for  Aug.  5  and 
the  issues  of  July  22  and  29  will  be  only  sixteen 
pages  each.  Since  these  two  July  issues  are 
printed  at  the  same  time  announcements  for 
meetings  the  latter  part  of  July  and  early 
August  should  be  in  the  Messenger  office  by  the 
first  week  of  July. 


Sadie  Miller  has  again  changed  her  address.  She 
is  now  at  R.  1,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Twelve  baptisms  instead  of  two  should  have  been 
reported  for  the  Mt.  Joy  church,  Pa.  We  are  sorry 
for  the  error. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Wampler  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  from  Shanghai  in  late  May.  They  will  locate 
temporarily  at  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Edward  E.  Lyons  was  the  author  of  the  article, 
Denying  Our  Christ,  which  appeared  recently  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  and  concerning  which  we  inquired 
on  these  pages. 

First  Grand  Valley  church.  Grand  Junction,  Colo., 
will  celebrate  its  golden  anniversary  on  Sunday,  July 
16.  There  will  be  an  all-day  program.  Bro.  D.  W. 
Bittinger  will  be  with  us. 

Nebraska  women's  groups  recently  responded  to  the 
need  for  funds  with  which  to  send  out  our  new  mis- 
sionaries by  giving  well  over  $1.00  per  member.  Ac- 
cording to  word  from  Mrs.  Dwight  Dell,  their  district 
officers  now  hope  that  all  groups  of  Brethren  women 
will  join  in  this  endeavor  to  give  $1.00  extra  to  send 
forth  these  new  mission  recruits. 

The  young  people's  camp  of  the  District  of  North 
Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  will  be  held  in  the 
International  Peace  Gardens  north  of  Duneith,  N.  Dak., 
July  2-9.  The  director  is  Mark  Emswiler  and  the 
instructors  are  James  Elrod,  Bob  Keim,  Eunice  Swank 
and  Richard  Wareham.  Charles  Zunkel  of  Elgin  will 
deliver  the  message  at  the  closing  session  at  11:30  on 
Sunday,  July  9. 

The  third  annual  Church  of  the  Brethren  day  at 
Chautauqua  Park,  on  Route  25,  midway  between  Dayton 
and  Middletown,  Ohio,  will  be  celebrated  July  9,  2:30 
p.m.  Paul  M.  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  will  be  the  speaker.  There  will  be  special 
music  by  Perry  Huffaker  and  his  male  chorus.  As  in 
former  years  there  will  be  a  fellowship  basket  meal. 
The  district  CBYF  will  conduct  a  six  o'clock  vesper 
service.  The  famous  Hollywood  pilgrimage  play,  The 
Story  of  the  Life  of  Jesus  Christ,  has  been  secured  for 
an  evening  showing,  beginning  at  eight  o'clock.  All 
Southern  Ohio  churches,  those  of  other  state  districts 
and  the  churches  of  the  Brethren  (Progressive)  are 
invited  to  attend  any  or  all  of  these  services. 
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The  seventh  meeting  of  Church  in  Town  and  Coun- 
try will  be  held  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  Nov.  7-9.  The 
Brethren  have  always  participated  in  these  meetings 
and  have  profited  greatly  from  them. 

Harper  Snavely  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  writes:  "We  be- 
lieve the  Gospel  Messenger  should  be  in  every  Brethren 
home.  We  hope  to  have  a  100%  club  in  all  three 
churches  where  we  serve,  Curryville,  Holsinger  and 
Replogle." 

The  Baltimore  church  is  seeking  to  establish  a  100% 
club.  They  voted  for  it  because,  by  this  means,  they 
can  save  $1.00  on  each  subscription.  They  have  a  com- 
mittee who  is  working  on  it.  They  write  in  their  church 
bulletin:  "The  Gospel  Messenger  ranks  at  the  top  of 
religious  periodicals.  .Everyone  in  our  congregation 
should  read  it." 

Brethren  C.  H.  Gehman,  C.  H.  Rosenberger  and 
Jacob  Hoffman  of  Pennsylvania  made  a  trip  to  Wash- 
ington in  the  interests  of  registering  their  opposition  and 
the  opposition  of  their  churches  to  the  extension  of  the 
draft  law.  They  called  on  a  number  of  Congressmen 
and  were  courteously  received.  It  is  their  suggestion  that 
the  ministers  and  groups  should  go  at  this  time  to 
register  similar  convictions.  , 

The  Lone  Star  congregation  in  Kansas  brought  over  a 
displaced  person  family  some  time  ago.  Since  they  were 
not  adept  in  the  English  language,  they  wrote  back  to 
their  pastor  in  Germany,  asking  him  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Lone  Star  congregation  to  express  their  deep 
appreciation  for  all  the  things  that  were  being  done 
for  them.  Such  a  letter  presently  came  to  the  Lone  Star 
people  from  Germany. 

The  one  hundreth  anniversary  and  dedication  of  the 
remodeled  Poplar  Ridge  church  near  Defiance  in  the 
Northwestern  District  of  Ohio  will  be  observed  June 
24  and  25.  One  hundred  years  ago  a  two-day  meeting 
was  held  and  records  were  kept  of  contributors  of 
bread,  pies,  money,  horse  feed  and  four  hundred  pounds 
of  beef,  with  the  signatures  of  those  contributing.  The 
anniversary  meeting  will  be  similar  to  the  one  a 
hundred  years  ago. 

Rosa  Messick  of  Stephenson,  Va.,  writes  to  say  that 
in  this  day  the  people  of  America  (with  Brethren  among 
them)  are  spending  too  much  time  pursuing  worldly 
pleasures.  She  suggests  that  if  we  would  refrain  from 
useless  expenditures  we  would  make  a  stronger  testi- 
mony for  the  Christian  way  of  life;  with  the  money 
thus  saved  we  could  make  money  contributions  for 
the  promulgation  of  the  Christian  gospel  in  our  own 
land  and  beyond  the  sea. 

At  Elizabethiown,  Pa.,  a  displaced  persons  family 
from  White  Russia  was  settled  by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  The  father  of  the  family  is  a  Greek  Orthodox 
priest  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  may  conduct  services 
for  other  Greek  Orthodox  displaced  people  who  have 
been  brought  into  Pennsylvania.  The  city  of  Elizabeth- 
town  is  much  interested  in  a  church  which  will  bring 
in  a  priest  from  another  denomination  as  the  Brethren 
have  done.  Across  the  United  States  many  other 
churches  are  likewise  settling  DP's  in  similar  fashion. 
More  assurances  are  needed  all  the  time. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


C.  M.  French  of  Fruita,  Colo.,  writes  to  suggest  that 
the  Brethren  ought  to  teach  the  world  to  turn  to  Matt. 
18  as  a  way  of  solving  problems.  We  should  confess 
our  sins  before  each  other  instead  of  upholding  before 
each  other  our  national  power  and  might.  If  we  would 
also  confess  our  weaknesses  and  our  need  of  growth 
before  God,  we  would  find  a  basis  of  dissolving  our 
national  difficulties,  he  believes. 

D.  G.  Sell  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  who  is  eighty-three 
years  old,  writes  to  say  that  whereas  college  and  semi- 
nary education  is  very  helpful  and  necessary  for  our 
ministers  of  today  they  need  also  to  demonstrate  the 
validity  of  the  message  they  preach  by  the  kind  of 
lives  they  live.  He  says  that  Nicodemus  knew  that 
Christ  was  a  teacher  come  from  God  because  of  the 
way  he  taught  and  by  the  way  he  lived. 

Youth  argosies  are  again  traveling  to  various  parts 
of  the  world  so  that  the  youth  of  America  may  become 
acquainted  with  the  youth  of  other  lands.  Last  year 
several  air  flights  went  round  the  world;  this  year 
other  argosy  flights  will  circumscribe  the  globe;  ships 
will  travel  to  various  places  including  Europe,  South 
America  and  the  Near  East.  Information  can  be  re- 
ceived from  Youth   Argosy,   Northfield,   Mass. 

• 
Juniata  College 

Juniata  College  began  its  seventy-fifth  year  on 
April  17,  1950,  as  Paul  M.  Robinson,  president  of  the 
alumni  association  and  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  addressed  the  student  body  at  the  annual 
Founders  Day  ceremonies.  As  part  of  the  day's  activi- 
ties, the  college  honored  twenty-two  members  of  the 
present  faculty  and  staff  who  have  served  a  decade 
or  more. 

A  fourteen-member  committee,  representing  the 
students,  faculty,  trustees,  alumni  and  community,  has 
been  appointed  by  Henry  B.  Gibbel,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  to  plan  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
celebration,  which  will  be  held  April  15-17,  1951.  Chair- 
man of  the  committee  is  Harold  B.  Brumbaugh,  assistant 
to  the  president  and  alumni  secretary. 

Three  seniors  and  nine  juniors  have  been  named  by 
President  Calvert  N.  Ellis  to  the  Juniata  College  honor 
society,  highest  academic  organization  on  the  campus. 
Members  are  selected  on  a  threefold  basis  of  scholastic 
achievement,  broad  cultural  interest  and  moral  integrity. 
Seven  seniors  are  members  of  the  society  from  last  year. 

Six  religious  organizations  have  united  to  form  the 
Juniata  Christian  Association  to  provide  a  more  effective 
religious  program  at  Juniata  College.  Four  phases  of 
campus  religious  life  will  be  fulfilled  by  the  association: 
Christian  heritage,  personal-campus  affairs,  social  re- 
sponsibility, and  world  relatedness.  Donald  H.  Treese, 
sophomore  preministerial  student  of  Williamsburg,  Pa., 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  new  organization. 

Juniata  College  has  received  $10,000  as  a  bequest 
from  the  estate  of  W.  Clay  Wertz,  who  died  at  his  home 
in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  on  April  15,  1950.  Mr.  Wertz  made 
provision  of  $40,000  in  charity  bequests,  of  which 
Juniata  College,  the  Waynesboro  church,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board  each  received  $10,000. 

The  International  Relations  Club  will  award  a  $100 
grant-in-aid  to  a  Juniata  student  of  junior  standing  for 
study  and  travel  abroad.  According  to  the  club's  pro- 
posal, "the  purpose  of  this  award  is  to  promote  and  to 


advance  on  the  campus  our  knowledge  of  other  nations, 
our  sympathy  with  their  problems,  and  thus  to  exert 
a  real  influence  upon  the  attainment  of  international 
understanding  and  goodwill." 

Harold  Row,  secretary  of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission and  director  of  relief  and  rehabilitation  for 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  led  the  final  religious  week- 
end conference  at  Juniata  on  the  subject  of  The  Social 
Responsibility  of  the  Christian.  Three  previous  con- 
ferences were  held  this  year  by  the  Religious  Planning 
Commission  on  the  subjects  of  Christian  heritage,  Chris- 
tianity vs.  communism,  and  courtship-marriage  de- 
cisions. 

The  Juniatian,  student  newspaper,  received  an  ail- 
American  rating  recently  from  the  Associated  Collegiate 
Press.  The  award  was  for  the  1949-50  fall  term,  at 
which  time  A.  Robert  Smith,  Washington,  D.C.,  a  senior 
history  major,  was  editor.  The  paper  was  one  of  seven 
college  newspapers  in  its  class  to  receive  this  rating 
for  "superior  achievement."  This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  Juniatian  has  received  an  All-American  rating. 

Transformed  into  an  English  country  garden,  Sher- 
wood Forest  on  Juniata's  campus  became  the  scene  of  a 
delightful  version  of  the  original  old  English  country 
May  Day  as  Juniata  celebrated  May  Day  on  May  13. 
Into  the  pageant  was  woven  the  crowning  of  the  queen 
of  May,  Ilene  Altemus  of  Homer  City,  Pa.,  a  senior  home 
economics  student.  A  cast  of  seventy  students  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  Jane  E.  McCormick,  director  of 
women's  physical  education,  participated  in  the  cere- 
monies. 

Dr.  C.  W.  deKiewiet,  president  of  Cornell  University, 
will  give  the  commencement  address  to  the  Class  of 
1950  at  Juniata  College  on  June  5.  The  graduating  class 
is  expected  to  be  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
college. 

The  annual  summer  term  at  Juniata  College  is 
scheduled  to  open  June  19  and  close  Aug.  26.  The 
term  will  be  divided  into  two  periods:  June  19  to  July 
22  and  July  24  to  Aug.  26.  In  addition  to  work  re- 
quired for  the  college  degree,  courses  designed  to  meet 
the  requirement,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion will  be  offered.  The  regular  faculty  for  the  sum- 
mer term  will  be  supplemented  by  visiting  instructors, 
two  in  modern  languages,  one  in  music  and  one  in  busi- 
ness administration. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bareville  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Glade  View  church,  Md. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  County  Line  church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Poplar  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Painter  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Newville  congregation,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Walnut  Grove 
church,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Morrill 
church,  Kansas. 

Six  baptized  and  nine  received  by  letter  in  the  Wenatchee 
Valley  church,  Wash. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  11 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Zephaniah  Calls  to  Repentance. — Zepha- 
niah.  Memory  Selection:  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  meek  of  the 
earth,  that  have  kept  his  ordinances;  seek  righteousness,  seek 
meekness:  it  may  be  ye  will  be  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
anger.    Zeph.  2:  3. 

CBYF  Topic  for  June,  Story  of  Our  Church. 
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HOW  THEY  SEE  US 


HOW  CAN  Germans  and  Ameri- 
cans learn  lo  understand  each 
other? 

How  can  we  help  Germany  learn 
to  think  and  live  democratically? 
The  Brethren  Service  German  high 
school  student  project  is  one  way 
to  answer  these  questions.  These 
German  students  are  telling  Amer- 
ica about  Germany:  her  refugees, 
her  poverty,  her  unrest.  One  stu- 
dent writes  that  he  has  given 
over  forty  speeches  to  American 
churches,  clubs  and  schools.  These 
ambassadors  of  goodwill  from  Ger- 
many for  the  most  part  exhibit  the 
German  characteristics  of  good 
scholarship,  well-mannered  behav- 
ior and  industriousness.  Their  spon- 
sors, their  schools,  the  local  churches 
and  the  communities  are  all  being 
enriched  by  their  presence. 

Statistically,  the  ninety  students 
look  like  this.  About  half  are  from 
farm  families  or  are  agricultural 
students.  Sixty-three  are  boys  and 
twenty-seven  are  girls.  About  fifty- 
seven  are  from  refugee  families  liv- 
ing in  temporary  homes.  Nearly  all 
of  the  families  live  in  western  Ger- 


Ralph  E.  Smeltzer 

Supervisor,  German  High  School 
Student  Project 


many.  At  least  two  live  in  the 
Russian  zone  and  two  in  Berlin. 
Seventy-five  of  the  students  come 
from  Protestant  homes,  nearly  all 
Lutheran.  Fourteen  are  from  Cath- 
olic homes,  and  one  classifies  himself 
merely  as  a  "God  believer."  They 
are  presently  located  in  the  follow- 
ing seventeen  states:  Ohio  (29),  Vir- 
ginia (15),  Pennsylvania  (7),  Indiana 
(7),  Maryland  (6),  Michigan  (6), 
Kansas  (4),  Washington  (3),  Cali- 
fornia (2),  Nebraska  (2),  Iowa  (2),. 
West  Virginia  (2),  Illinois  (1),  Wis- 
consin (1),  Oklahoma  (1),  Oregon  (1) 
and  Arizona  (1). 

It  has  not  taken  them  long  to 
learn  American  ways.  Practically 
all  quickly  overcame  the  language 
handicap.  School  has  become  rela- 
tively easy.  Most  stand  high  in  their 
classes,  some  at  the  very  top.  Sur- 
prisingly few  problems  of  adjust- 
ment have  arisen  in  the  homes  and 
schools.   The  pastor  of  the  congrega- 


tion in  which  the  sponsor  is  a  mem- 
ber serves  as  counselor  to  both 
student  and  sponsor  to  insure  har- 
monious relationships. 

What  impressions  of  America  are 
these  students  receiving?  What  of 
America  will  they  take  back  with 
them?  We  know — and  they  tell  us — 
that  all  they  see  is  not  good,  but 
neither  is  it  all  bad.  They  see  Amer- 
ica as  it  really  is  and  they  carefully 
observe  us.  From  this  year's  envi- 
ronment in  a  normal  American  home 
and  school,  we  cherish  the  hope  that 
these  potential  future  leaders  of 
Germany  will  absorb  democratic 
ways;  from  Brethren  families  and 
local  churches  we  hope  they  will 
absorb  a  philosophy  and  gospel  of 
peace.  Our  success  on  this  latter 
point  will  depend  upon  the  quality 
and  influence  of  the  homes  and  the 
churches. 

In  the  accompanying  columns 
some  of  the  students  give  their  im- 
pressions of  some  aspects  of  Amer- 
ican life.  You  will  note  how  objec- 
tive and  penetratingly  evaluative 
their  minds  can  be.  Most  of  them 
are  seeing  us  Americans  as  we  are. 


An  Eye  View  of  American  Agriculture 


Johannes  H.  Gwildis 

Orville  Deardorf  family 
Clarksville,  Michigan 


BEFORE  coming  to  the  United 
States  I  had  a  partly  false  im- 
agination of  America  and  of 
her  agriculture  too.  I  heard  and  read 
many  times  about  farming  in  the 
U.  S.  The  speakers  or  authors  failed 
to  give  the  real  picture.  They  il- 
lustrated U.   S.   agriculture  in  both 
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extremes.  One  said:  "Well,  over 
there  everything  is  done  with  ma- 
chines; you  don't  have  to  do  any- 
thing." Another  told  me:  "Ah,  you 
are  going  to  learn  practices  the  way 
they  shouldn't  be  done." 

But  how  are  things  in  reality? 
Indeed,  I  was  surprised  at  the 
amount  and  variety  of  farm  ma- 
chinery  on  an   average  farm  —  no 


wonder  that  two  men  are  able  to 
manage  a  good-sized  farm.  Another 
practical  efficiency  is  the  speciali- 
zation in  certain  field  crops  and  live- 
stock enterprises.  Besides  that, 
feeding  rations  for  dairy  cattle  here 
in  the  U.  S.  are  remarkably  good. 
This  accounts  for  the  high  milk  tests 
both  in  quantity  and  quality.  I 
found  poultry  farming  very  well 
developed  and  operating  in  a  good 
way.  Besides  these  good  practices 
in  farming,  the  high  standard  of 
living '  of  the  average  American 
farmer  is  a  very  remarkable  point. 
I  was  impressed  very  much  by  the 
modern  farm  home  with  all  its  mod- 
ern conveniences  and  facilities. 
•  Yet  there  are  certain  things  which 
I  have  to  criticize  as  bad  practices 
in  American  agriculture.  First  of 
all,  I  must  mention  that  there  is 
a  great  difference  in  the  farming 
system  between  the  U.  S.  and  most 
of  the  countries  of  the  Old  World. 


Farming  here  is  extensive  while 
over  there  it  is  done  intensively. 
The  circumstance  here  is  due  to  the 
huge  use  of  farm  machinery  and  the 
high  wages  of  the  farm  laborers. 

The  American  farmer  should  be 
more  attentive  and  careful  to  his 
soil,  the  very  foundation  of  all  farm- 
ing! Through  better  handling  of 
barnyard  manure,  by  checking  ero- 
sion and  other  better  practices  of 
farming  and  care  for  the  soil,  the 
U.  S.  farmer  could  maintain  soil 
fertility  and  greatly  increase  his 
yields  per  acre.  It  is  almost  a  shame 
— to  name  just  one  example — that  in 
Michigan  fifty  per  cent  of  the  value 
of  all  manure  produced  is  lost  due 
to  poor  handling,  leaching  out,  etc. 
This  is  equivalent  to  throwing  away 
fifty  pounds  of  10-5-10  each  day, 
supposing  this  farm  produces  one 
ton  daily.  Careless  handling  and 
care  of  the  soil  result  in  very  seri- 
ous consequences  unless  checked  at 
the  right  time.  Therefore,  conserva- 
tion of  the  soil,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  principal  problem  of  American 
agriculture.  American  farmers 
should  realize  and  consider  this  dan- 
gerous fact  and  stop  the  great  waste 
on  their  farms! 

Roughly  speaking,  these  are  my 
impressions  about  American  agri- 
culture, good  ones  and  bad  ones,  just 
as  they  came. 


The 

Christian 

Way 


Marie    Weil 

R.  J.  Crumpacker 

family 
Roanoke,  Virginia 


HAVE  you  ever  thought  about 
the  families  living  in  the 
houses  you  pass  or  the  people 
in  the  cars  rushing  by?  What  do 
you  think  causes  people  to  be  hap- 
py or  unhappy?  Do  you  think  it 
depends  a  great  deal  upon  their 
home,  their  family? 

We  say  in  Germany  that  the 
Americans  are  born  in  automobiles 
and  they  hurry  through  their  days 
as  fast  as  they  can.  I  think  some  of 
the  reasons  for  the  rush  lie  in  the 
wish  to  make  money  for  the  person 
himself  or  the  desire  to  live  a  happy 
life  by  sharing  with  other  people. 

The  lives  of  most  of  the  families 
I  have  learned  to  know  are  grounded 
on  the  Christian  way  of  loving  each 


Everybody's 
Business 


Lothar  G.  Knauth 

J.  A.  Wright  family- 
Kansas  City,  Kansas 


DURING  the  last  seven  months 
I  was  impressed  by  many 
phases  of  the  American  way 
of  life.  It  is  a  certain  thrill  for  a 
youngster  from  Berlin,  Germany,  to 
see  people  practicing  the  very  kind 
of  democracy  which  is  denied  many 
people  in  the  eastern  countries  of 
Europe.  I  was  surprised  how  well 
the  student  councils  in  the  high 
schools  work  and  was  happy  to  ob- 
serve democratic  procedures  of  elec- 
tions in  clubs  and  churches.  I  have 
watched  and  discussed.  "We  the  peo- 
ple" agreed  and  disagreed,  but  al- 
ways in  a  fair  way.  Democracy 
seemed  to  be  as  tangible  as  the  drive 
of  hunger.  I  truly  believe  that  the 
U.S.A.  offers  the  superlative  of  a 
living  democracy. 

But  I  have  received  one  disap- 
pointment. I  saw  the  editors  of 
newspapers  sling  mud  at  each  other 
during  an  election  campaign.  The 
methods  they  used  would  have  filled 
Communistic  propagandists  with 
pride.  Yes,  mud  slinging!  Good  for 
him  who  invented  the  expression! 
Then  I  was  present  when  the  poll 
tax  was  on  the  ballot  for  repeal  in 
Virginia.  I  doubt  if  even  a  Phila- 
delphia lawyer  would  have  found 
what  he  was  voting  for.   Seemingly, 


party  machines  were  at  work.  Later 
on  I  was  especially  conscious  of  this 
when  I  came  to  Kansas  City.  As 
you  will  recall,  this  Tom  Pendergast 
town  has  again  made  headlines  in  < 
the  nation's  newspapers  by  a  mur- 
der involving  gamblers  as  well  as 
a  party  machine.  Something  seems 
to  be  rotten. 

It  is  true  that  the  two-party  sys- 
tem brought  America,  politically,  a 
long  way,  and  the  federal  setup  cre- 
ated and  promoted  this  specific 
American  feeling  of  independence. 
But  the  days  of  unlimited  prosperity 
are  over.  The  people  like  to  think 
in  modern  terms.  Thomas  Dewey 
expressed  it  not  long  ago:  "You 
can't  repeal  the  twentieth  century!" 
And  you  can't  even  do  it  if  you 
have  slogans  like  "Liberty  against 
socialism." 

If  the  people  think  that  there  is 
something  corrupt  about  party  poli- 
tics they  should  express  themselves. 
Let  them  go  to  the  polls,  not  only 
forty-five  per  cent,  but  seventy  or 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  voters.  The 
American  youngster  of  today  should 
find  interest  in  politics  for  it  might 
be  the  success  or  failure  of  the  fu- 
ture. Politics  should  be  everybody's 
business! 


other.  In  these  families  there  is 
time  to  talk  about  their  own  prob- 
lems and  to  help  others  in  need. 
Sunday  is  their  day  of  worship.  The 
desire  to  do  better  and  to  make  the 
world  a  peaceful  place  in  which  to 
live  is  in  everybody's  heart. 

While  American  Christians  work 
toward  an  enjoyable  life  for  every- 
body, there  are  other  Americans 
who  do  not  care  about  a  nice  home 
or  helping  anybody  else.  They  come 
and  go  when  they  wish,  and  they 
know  no  tie  to  their  families  or 
friends,  nothing  but  money.  This 
is  their  only  desire. 

I    often    think    how    miserable    I 


would  be  in  this  vast  country  with- 
out a  family  to  love  and  be  loved 
by!  Although  we  are  very  busy 
most  of  the  time  and  we  are  not 
together  enough,  there  are  always 
happy  moments  which  make  up  for 
the  times  we  are  apart. 

A  great  and  modern  country  like 
the  United  States  challenges  her 
inhabitants.  Fortunately  many 
Americans  have  seen  how  a  happy 
Christian  home  can  help,  and  they 
follow  the  way  their  ancestors 
pointed  out  to  them,  the  Christian 
way. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


This  is  the  second  section  of  an  article 
by  a  Brethren  pastor  originally  prepared 
for  a  district  ministers'  conference.  It  will 
have  meaning  ior  anyone  concerned  with 
the   growth   ol  Christian  personality. 

II.     THE      PASTOR      MUST      SET 
CLEAR  OBJECTIVES  FOR  CHRIS- 
TIAN EDUCATION  IN  HIS 
CHURCH 

Many  good  books  are  available  on 
the  subject  of  the  goals  of  Christian 
education.  These  books  will  be  of 
value  when  they  come  off  the  shelf 
and  come  into  the  flesh  and  blood 
and  spirit  of  the  Sunday  school.  They 


will  require  years  to  reach  maturity 
but  the  pastor  is  the  man  who,  more 
than  any  other,  is  responsible  for 
bringing  them  to  bear  upon  the  pro- 
gram in  his  church. 

One  cannot  go  far  in  noting  these 
objectives  for  they  are  deserving  of 
far  more  attention  than  this  paper 
can  give  them.  A  few  of  the  more 
obvious  must  be  nominated  for 
places  of  special  emphasis,  however, 
in  order  that  we  will  have  some  tar- 
gets upon  which  to  rest  our  sights. 
Bearing  the  Good  News 

Christian     education     should     be 
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evangelistic;  that  is,  one  of  our  aims 
shall  be  to  bring  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  bear  upon  the  daily 
program  of  the  pupil's  life.  The  les- 
son which  fails  to  do  this,  whether  it 
is  adult  or  primary,  is  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  "Christian"  education. 

Christian  education  needs  have  as 
an  objective  to  bring  both  teacher 
and  pupil  to  a  full  commitment  to 
Christ's  way  of  life.  This  is  a  step 
above  the  evangelistic  process,  for  it 
calls  for  the  surrender  in  toto  of  tal- 
ent and  possession  to  the  purposes  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  The  church  has 
plenty  of  members  who  have  re- 
sponded to  the  appeal  of  evangelism; 
now  it  is  time  for  Christian  educa- 
tion to  bring  such  persons  to  a  com- 
mitment to  Christ.  Days  such  as 
these  should  make  clear  to  us  the 
startling  denunciation  and  appraisal 
of  Jesus  to  Peter — Peter  the  Rock: 
"When  thou  art  converted,  strength- 
en thy  brethren." 
Needed:   Standards  of  Choice 

Christian    education    shall    teach 
people  the  ways  of  true  evaluation. 


Christian  education  that  is  Chris- 
tian should  bring  committed  per- 
sons to  make  a  positive  and 
joyous  witness  ior  Christ.  One 
who  is  looking  for  ways  of  wit- 
nessing may  find  opportunities  in 
common  places — even  in  helping 
a  neighbor  with  his  garden 


No  wonder  many  people  throw  away 
their  lives  in  frivolity;  they  have 
never  been  taught  how  to  choose 
the  better  way;  they  have  no  prin- 
ciples of  choice  beyond  those  of  the 
child  who  judges  solely  by  super- 
ficial color  or  shape.  Men  choosing 
wives  or  drinks  or  professions  or 
clothing  or  pleasures  by  colors  or 
shapes  will  find  themselves  poor  and 
disillusioned  ere  long.  We  must 
teach  everlastingly  the  choice  of 
values  in  terms  of  the  kingdom,  first 
things  first.  Then  the  other  items 
will  fall  properly  in  line. 
Christianity    Is    Contagious 

Christian  education  should  bring 
committed  persons  to  make  a  posi- 
tive, joyous  and  contagious  testi- 
mony for  Christ.  This  witness  will 
vary;  for  one  it  will  call  for  street- 
corner  preaching;  another  will  ex- 
press it  in  visiting  the  sick;  another 
in  singing  in  the  choir;  another  in 
scrubbing  a  neighbor's  porch.  The 
little  girl  who  was  selling  taffy,  as 
she  said,  "to  raise  $5,000  for  our 
new  church  building"  had  it  about 
right.  She  said  she  was  not  doing  it 
alone;  that  God  was  helping  her  and 
her  brother  Jimmy  was  working  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street.  There  is 
none  too  small  to  carry  this  testi- 
mony. We  are  beset  by  a  great  cloud 
of  witnesses. 
We   Grow  or   Die 

A  final  objective  for  Christian  edu- 
cation is  that  of  developing  growing 
persons.  Many  of  our  people  are  the 
same  size  spiritually  as  they  were 
forty  years  ago.  They  have  become 
so  hardened  that  any  growth  would 
result  in  a  split  hide.  Perhaps  we 
shall  have  to  soften  up  the  skin  a  bit 
before  the  growing  pains  set  in,  but 
whatever  happens  to  them,  brethren, 
let's  give  our  lives  to  encourage  spir- 
itual growth  in  the  persons  for  whom 
we  are  responsible. 

III.  THE   PASTOR'S   OPPORTUNI- 
TIES   FOR    CHRISTIAN    EDUCA- 
TION   IN    THE    LOCAL    CHURCH 
ARE  MANY 

It  is  not  difficult  to  find  the  place 
for  Christian  education.  It  should  be 
and  must  be  present  everywhere  in 
the  church  program.  Anywhere  that 
Christian  education  does  not  fit  is 
not  fit. 
Teachers   Growing  in   Service 

Naturally,  we  think  first  of  the 
Sunday  school,  but  before  we  can 
get  proper  objectives  and  education 
there  we  must  get  in  to  the  teachers 
with  it.  They  must  be  obsessed  by 
the  spirit  and  the  power  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  part  of  the  lump 
which  is  not  being  leavened.  Surely 
here  is  the  place  and  the  challenge 


of  leadership  education.  Let  every 
church,  inspired  by  its  pastor,  set  up 
as  a  goal  in  this  field  that  every 
teacher  and  officer  of  the  school  shall 
earn  at  least  one  leadership  educa- 
tion credit  each  year  of  his  service 
in  the  school. 
Education   in  the  Pulpit 

It  is  not  a  sermon,  if  it  is  not 
Christian  education.  Here  we  should 
be  teaching  the  lessons  of  the  ages, 
everlastingly     pounding     home     the 


Books   Recently    Added    to 
the  Loan  Library 

Planning    the     Community     School. 

Engelhardt  &  Engelhardt.   1940. 

This  book  makes  it  clear  that  we 
need  to  expand  our  ideas  about  the 
possible  uses  of  school  buildings  and 
school  equipment.  The  school  of  the 
future  will  have  functional  uses  for 
adults  as  well  as  for  boys  and  girls. 
Communitas.  Goodman.  1947. 

Means  of  livelihood  and  ways  of 
life.  A  book  on  community  planning 
— not  so  much  of  the  physical  plans 
as  of  issues  and  ideas. 
Developmental  Tasks  and  Education. 
Havighurst.    1948. 

Deals     with     the     developmental 
tasks  of  infancy  through  childhood, 
adolescence,  early  adulthood,  middle 
age  and  later  maturity. 
Elmtown's      Youth.       Hollingshead. 

1949.   $5.00. 

A  scientific  study  which  shows 
how  the  class  system  is  affecting  the 
lives  of  adolescents  in  a  typical 
American  town. 

The  Annals,  of  the  American  Acad- 
emy     of      Political      and      Social 

Science. 

Women's  Opportunities  and 
Responsibilities.    May   1947. 

Peace  Settlements  of  World  War 
II.   May  1948. 

Parties  and  Politics:  1948.  Sep- 
tember 1948. 

Postwar  Reconstruction  in  West- 
ern Germany.  November  1948. 

Reappraising  Our  Immigration 
Policy.   March  1949. 

The  Soviet  Union  Since  World 
War  II.   May  1949. 

Critical     Issues     and     Trends     in 
American      Education.       September 
1949. 
Little    Red   Hummy.     Porter.     1949. 

$1.25. 

A  story  of  Brethren  family  and 
community  life  of  the  1890's  in  Kan- 
sas. Written  by  one  of  the  members 
of  the  family. 

These  books  may  be  borrowed  for 
three  weeks  from  the  Brethren  Loan 
Library,  Elgin,  111.  A  charge  of  seven 
cents  is  made  on  each  book. 


truths  eternal.  Here  we  could  put  in 
some  of  our  strongest  blows  against 
prejudice,  ecclesiastical  malfeasance 
("hypocrisy"  in  the  vernacular!)  and 
plain  spiritual  laziness  and  compla- 
cency. We  should  here  give  sound 
interpretation  to  great  doctrines  of 
the  faith,  exposition  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, extraction  of  word  meanings, 
and  the  challenge  of  the  Christian 
experience. 

Use    Vacation    Time 

Vacation  Bible  school  for  a  two 
weeks'  period  offers  more  opportuni- 
ty for  sound  Christian  education 
than  most  children  get  in  a  year  of 
Sunday  school.  He  who  is  converted 
on  this  score  is  wise  and  will  hide  a 
multitude  of  blunders. 

Training  for   Membership 

Let  membership  classes  continue; 
admit  no  one  into  the  membership 
who  has  not  been  grounded  in  the 
faith  and  shown  evidence  of  an  in- 
telligent consecration.  Let  no  man 
despise  home  and  hospital  visitation, 
but  let  them  be  with  a  purpose. 
Many  of  us  fail  in  this;  we  are  hap- 
hazard and  pointless  in  our  calling; 
we  call  on  people  because  the  calen- 
dar says  it's  time  to  do  so.  But  let 
our  calls  be  the  instrument  whereby 
we  carry  on  the  education  and  the 
development  of  growing  persons. 

Opportunities  Are  Endless 

Counseling  in  the  pastor's  study, 
the  circulation  of  worth-while  books, 
the  participation  in  community  life, 
consultation  with  physicians  and 
surgeons — these  are  great  oppor- 
tunities for  the  pastor  who  has  vision 
and  ambition  to  fulfill  his  calling. 
Each  of  them  is  a  field  in  itself;  but 
every  one  can  be  and  should  be 
tilled  to  the  utmost  for  the  purposes 
of  Christian  education. 

Finally,  there  is  a  rootage  of  this 
whole  program.  And  that  root  is  the 
pastor's  personal  life.  There  is  no 
point  in  our  tying  wax  apples  on  the 
tree  of  life.  Much  of  what  has  been 
said  can  be  provided  by  a  shallow 
man — but  there  will  be  no  fruit.  This 
is  the  test,  but  the  fruit  will  be  right 
if  the  root  is  deep,  the  soil  good  and 
God  is  generous  with  his  sunshine 
and  frost,  wind  and  calm.  The  pas- 
tor's prayer,  his  study,  his  deep 
searching,  his  seeking  out  individual 
and  collective  needs — these  are  es- 
sential. Before  we  go  out  to  educate 
others  as  Christians  let  us  be  sure 
that  we  have  knelt  at  the  feet  of 
the  Crucified  knowing  that  if  any 
man  lack  wisdom,  he  shall  ask  of 
God  who  giveth  generously  and  does 
not  scold. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


Headmaster  Punajibhai  receives  a  home 

study  Bible  course  diploma  from  Harlan 

Brooks,  moderator  of  the  Gujarati  district 

meeting 


Mrs.  Harlan  J.  Brooks 

Vyara,  India 


An   Indian   District  Meeting 


AGASWAN  •  is  an  organized 
church  of  eighteen  years 
standing.  It  took  much  cour- 
age for  this  church,  located  five  and 
one-half  miles  from  the  railroad,  to 
offer  to  care  for  about  seventy-five 
delegates  and  a  hundred  or  so  visit- 
ing members.  The  church  has  a 
membership  of  over  400. 

The  pastor  and  people  covered  a 
large  space  by  erecting  bamboo 
poles  and  spreading  a  roof  of  grass. 
This  was  the  "church"  or  meeting 
place.  Such  protection  was  also 
erected  for  men's  and  women's  ac- 
commodations and  tents  also  were 
put  up.  The  local  members  were 
divided  into  groups  for  cooking, 
water  filling,  cleaning,  and  trans- 
portation by  oxcart.  It  proved  a 
bumpy,  dusty  ride  but  almost  all 
took  it  in  a  cheerful  spirit.  We  were 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


very  happy  that  two  missionary 
groups  drove  through  by  jeep — one 
from  Bulsar,  the  Earl  Ziglers, 
Leonard  Blickenstaffs  and  Olive 
Widdowson.  The  second  was  the 
Carters  with  their  two  sons. 

The  motto  of  the  district  meeting 
was,  "What  shall  I  render  for  all 
His  benefits?"  Some  of  the  topics 
discussed  were,  Stewardship  of 
Time,  of  Witnessing,  of  Life,  of 
Money.  A  challenging  message  was 
given  by  H.  Spenser  Minnich  on  the 
theme.  He  also  took  quite  a  few 
pictures.  A  devotional  period  by 
the  young  people  of  the  Rajpipla 
area  led  by  Miss  Anna  Warstler  was 
effective. 

As  the  business  meeting  pro- 
ceeded an  old  experienced  elder  said 
that  he  had  never  seen  such  a  fine 
spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation 
in  the  district  meeting.  For  this  we 
praise  God.    Harlan  Brooks  was  re- 


elected moderator.  Peter  R.  Thakor 
was  re-elected  secretary.  Elder 
Premchand  Bhagat  is  going  to 
America  as  India's  first  representa- 
tive to  our  church  in  America.  You 
will  be  introduced  to  him  in  another 
Gospel  Messenger.  He  was  elected 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference,  as 
also  was  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  who  has 
rendered  forty-six  years  of  service 
in  India.  Next  year's  First  District 
meeting  will  be  Gujarati's  fiftieth 
year  completed  or  the  golden  jubilee 
district  meeting. 

During  district  meeting  the  wom- 
en's group  met  to  discuss  problems 
of  the  Christian  home.  Some  good 
material  was  made  available  to 
them.  The  women's  organization 
was  given  official  recognition  this 
year  in  district  meeting. 

The  night  sessions  were  well  at- 
tended.  It  was  estimated  that  seven 
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At  the  wedding  of  Vivian  Zook  to 
Arden  Morris 

Left  to  right:    G.  A.  Zook,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Zook, 

Vivian  Zook  Morris,  Arden  Morris,  Harold 

E.   and   Loren   E.   Zook 


Mrs.  G.  A.  Zook 


I   MARRIED  A  MINISTER 


I  AM  not  in  a  parsonage  merely 
because  I  married  a  preacher. 
This  is  something  we  planned 
together.  Although  I  had  never 
lived  on  a  farm,  I  have  always  lived 
close  enough  to  the  soil  and  growing 
things  to  be  glad  that  my  husband 
preferred  to  live  in  a  rural  parish. 
Many  of  our  country  churches  are 
small  and  to  many  people  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  as  great  a  challenge 
as  in  the  cities  where  there  is  a 
great  influx  of  population.  But  the 
country  church  needs  a  shepherd 
too  and  it  is  still  the  best  place 
to  rear  a  family. 

For  financial  reasons  most  country 
preachers  feel  they  must  do  some- 
thing to  supplement  the  inadequate 
salary.  It  may  involve  anything 
from  raising  livestock  to  being  jan- 
itor of  the  church.  Probably  the 
greatest  financial  contribution  a 
wife  can  make  is  in  the  making 
and  remodeling  of  clothing  and  the 
decorating  of  the  home.  All  of  these 
things  take  time  and  thought  for 
planning  when  time  is  so  often  at 
a  premium.  She  must  attend  all 
women's  meetings,  church  functions 
and  class  parties.  She  is  frequently 
a  teacher  or  has  responsibility  in 
one  or  several  offices.  All  good  and 
worth-while  community  activities 
should  be  supported  too  since  in 
them  there  is  opportunity  to  exert 


a  Christian  influence  which  will 
help  in  making  a  better  community. 
If  there  are  young  children  in  the 
home  it  is  frequently  necessary  to 
have  a  baby  sitter;  if  there  are  high 
school  age  children  their  busy  pro- 
gram often  causes  complications  in 
the  use  of  the  family  car.  We  have 
always  felt  that  the  family  should 
have  time  to  plan,  play,  work  and 
worship  together,  but  we  are  finding 
that  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to 
spend  much  time  together. 

Since  •  the  parsonage  is  a  place 
where  there  are  frequent  and  un- 
expected callers  it  should  be  neat 
and  attractively  furnished.  Because 
most  of  our  parsonages  are  not  fur- 
nished and  our  ministers  often  move 
considerable  distances,  to  know 
what  to  buy  in  furnishing  a  home 
so  that  moving  will  not  involve  too 
much  expense  is  a  problem.  We  are 
coming  to  think  that  it  would  be 
a  big  help  if  parsonages  were 
equipped  with  the  heavy  furniture 
such  as  stoves,  refrigerators  and 
pianos,  and  floor  coverings  which  so 
often  do  not  fit  in  the  next  home. 
No  minister  should  expect  to  live 
extravagantly  but  neither  does  the 
parsonage  nor  its  occupants  need 
to  look  slovenly  and  untidy.  How- 
ever, lack  of  conveniences  and  fi- 
nances along  with  a  busy  schedule 
can    make    it    difficult    to    have    an 


attractively  furnished  and  neatly 
kept  parsonage.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  various  economies  in  the  rural 
parsonage  have  often  been  the  in- 
spiration for  others  to  use  their 
ingenuity   in   stretching   the   dollar. 

A  parsonage  study  definitely  com- 
plicates life  for  the  pastor  and  his 
family  and  when  it  is  one  in  which 
the  door  must  be  left  open  for  heat 
the  situation  is  even  worse.  Very 
few  can  meditate,  study,  and  plan 
effectively  amid  the  distractions  of 
a  busy  household. 

There  is  an  intimacy  and  friendli- 
ness in  a  country  church  that  is 
heart  warming  to  a  family  who 
must  live  far  from  relatives  and 
friends;  in  a  measure  this  helps  to 
avoid  loneliness  and  longing  on  the 
part  of  the  family.  On  the  other 
hand,  this  intimacy  often  makes  it 
more  difficult  to  move  to  a  new 
parish,  for  the  children  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  leave  old  friends  and  make 
new  ones  in  another  church  and 
school.  Sometimes  the  children's 
friendships  are  lasting  ones  and 
frequently  lead  to  marriage  and  the 
making  of  a  home  in  that  commu- 
nity. As  the  parents  move  on  they 
will  probably  want  to  keep  up  some 
friendships  but  they  must  be  very 
careful  not  to  hinder  the  develop- 
ment of  loyalties  to  the  successor 
or  render  opinions  about  the  work. 

In  the  country,   recreation  is  not 
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a  matter  of  groups  meeting  in  a 
back  alley  or  of  highly  emotional 
shows  or  of  amusement  parks. 
Hunting  and  fishing  are  often  near 
at  hand;  there  is  plenty  of  room  for 
baseball  and  other  games  as  well 
as  woods  and  streams  for  hiking. 
A  picnic  at  a  city  park  can  hardly 
compare  with  the  good  times  we 
have  had  hunting  in  a  parishoner's 


woods  and  wading  and  fishing  in 
his  creek,  then  at  dusk  having  a 
weiner  roast  around  a  campfire. 

Although  there  are  many  prob- 
lems connected  with  the  rural  min- 
istry I  still  feel  that  the  challenge 
and  the  joys  make  it  a  place  worthy 
of  our  best  efforts.  After  twenty 
years  of  it  together,  my  husband 
and  I  would  do  it  again. 


John  Detrick  or- 
dained to  the 
eldership  by  Le- 
land  Brubaker 
and  Ernest 
Wampler 


The  Church  Group  in   Peking 


John   Wm.   Detrick 

Peking,  China 


WE  MUST  organize!"  That  was 
the  decision  of  the  Peking 
Brethren  in  their  February 
meeting.  They  had  come  to  realize 
that  church  work  can  be  most  effec- 
tive only  when  the  different  groups 
are  working  together.  Therefore, 
the  Peking  Brethren  sent  invitations 
to  the  three  Shansi  churches — 
Taiyuan,  Show  Yang  and  Ping  Ting 
— to  elect  representatives  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  in  Peking  on 
March  12  to  set  up  a  North  Chi- 
na Church  of  the  Brethren 
organization. 

Letters  of  reply  were  expected 
from  the  three  Shansi  churches  but 
none  came.  Finally  a  letter  arrived 
stating  that  Taiyuan  had  elected  a 
church  committee  of  five  and  they 
desired  the  chairman  to  be  a  repre- 
sentative. We  in  Peking  were  eager 
to  have  these  men  at  the  meeting 
but  we  went  ahead  with  our  plans 
for  a  two-day  program. 
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March  12  was  the  windiest  day  I 
have  seen  in  Peking  for  at 'least  a 
year.  Furthermore,  it  was  cold.  Our 
Peking  representatives  arrived 
about  nine  o'clock,  the  time  of  the 
meeting.  We  waited.  Just  before 
ten  o'clock  all  the  representatives 
from  Shansi  had  arrived.  We  im- 
mediately opened  the  session  with 
a  worship  program  which  empha- 
sized the  need  of  spiritual  life 
among  the  leaders  and  church  mem- 
bers if  any  kind  of  organization  is 
to  be  of  value.  Following  worship, 
the  author  gave  a  brief  talk  on  the 
need  for  unity  in  the  church.  As 
the  various  mission  and  Chinese 
groups  in  the  city  learned  of  our 
meeting  they  seemed  to  say  in 
chorus:  "That  will  be  an  important 
meeting.  We  shall  pray  for  that 
meeting."  It  was  pointed  out  that 
this  was  a  preliminary  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  the  vari- 
ous problems  of  the  church  and  of 
looking  forward  to  establishing  an 
effective   organization.    It   was   pro- 


posed that  our  Brethren  consider 
joining  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Chi- 
na as  a  means  of  securing  trained 
leadership  and  of  maintaining  fel- 
lowship with  the  national  and  uni- 
versal church. 

As  we  have  said,  very  little  was 
actually  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
an  orderly  plan  for  organization. 
The  greatest  accomplishment  was  in 
establishing  a  spiritual  foundation 
of  fellowship  among  the  four  active 
Brethren  groups  in  North  China, 
in  sharing  the  mutual  joys  and  suf- 
ferings that  are  being  experienced, 
in  the  hope  of  a  Chinese-controlled 
church,  and  in  taking  the  first  steps 
necessary  for  organization. 

On  Sunday  each  representative 
attended  the  church  of  his  choice 
in  Peking.  At  our  afternoon  worship 
service,  each  of  the  representatives 
took  part  in  the  worship  service  and 
the  author  conducted  the  first  com- 
munion service  which  many  had 
experienced  for  many  years. 

We  had  been  anxious  because  of 
the  many  problems  which  could 
have  diverted  the  purpose  of  our 
meeting.  We  knew  that  there  might 
be  group  factions,  that  there  might 
be  an  attempt  to  make  money  the 
first  problem,  that  there  might  have 
been  expressions  of  personal  feeling, 
that  there  might  have  been  a  pulling 
away  from  the  larger  group.  None 
of  these  occurred.  Instead,  God 
richly  blessed  us  and  brought  us 
into  the  bond  of  brotherhood 
through   mutual  joy   and   suffering. 

As  our  Brethren  work  together 
now  in  building  their  Chinese 
church,  the  mother  church  in  Amer- 
ica has  a  great  opportunity  to  offer 
her  spiritual  and  material  support 
for  the  advance  of  Christ  in  China. 
Let  no  one  say  the  church  is  dead — 
it  is  just  beginning! 

An  Indian  District  Meeting 

Continued  from  page  22 

hundred  were  present  at  the  largest 
evening  session.  Groups  of  Chris- 
tians came  as  far  as  sixteen  miles 
from  the  local  church  area  to  at- 
tend. There  was  much  enthusiasm 
in  the  singing  as  is  usually  the  case 
in  our  Christian  gatherings.  We  ask 
your  prayers  that  the  churches  may 
be  strengthened  and  grow  in  grace 
and  knowledge  of  the  truth. 


Psychiatry  is  playing  an  increas- 
ingly important  role  in  medical 
missionary  work.  It  is  reported  that 
a  neuro-psychiatric  unit  is  being  set 
up  in  the  hospital  at  Vellore  Chris- i 
tian  Medical  College  in  South  India,  i 


General 

Religious    News  .  .  . 

More  Pastoral  Counseling  Urged 
on  Clergy 

Clergymen  should  devote  more 
time  to  pastoral  counseling,  accord- 
ing to  the  Wisconsin  State  Child 
Welfare  and  Youth  Service  Division. 
The  division  offered  the  advice  on 
the  basis  of  its  findings  in  a  survey 
on  youth  needs  in  Wisconsin.  The 
study  took  six  months  and  brought 
these  additional  recommendations 
for  both  clergymen  and  churches. 

Co-operate  with  recreational  agen- 
cies in  giving  emphasis  to  recreation 
for  family  groups;  establish,  co- 
operatively, a  library  on  the  subject 
of  marriage  and  family  living;  ar- 
range institutes  from  time  to  time 
on  pastoral  counseling;  become  ac- 
tive members  of  a  proposed  com- 
munity council;  and  offer  counseling 
service  to  individual  youth  and  fami- 
lies through  existing  social  agencies. 

Plan  Church  Drive  to   Make 
Arkansas  Dry 

Support  of  all  church  groups  will 
be  sought  in  a  campaign  to  make 
Arkansas  a  bone-dry  state.  The 
drive  will  be  launched  by  the  Tem- 
perance League  of  Arkansas,  whose 
board  of  directors  has  decided  to 
submit  an  initiated  act  at  the  1950 
general  election  to  repeal  all  liquor 
and  beer  laws  in  the  state. 

Announcing  that  the  drive  would 
represent  a  concerted  action  by  "all 
dry  forces  in  the  state,"  League 
Superintendent  Clyde  C.  Coulter 
said  circulation  of  the  referendum 
petitions  will  be  directed  jointly  by 
the  league  and  the  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union. 

World  Council  Asked  to  Push 
UN  Prayer  Hour 

A  resolution  petitioning  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  to  promote  a 
private  prayer  hour  in  connection 
with  meetings  of  the  United  Nations 
was  approved  by  the  International 
Convention  of  Disciples  of  Christ. 

"If  this  prayer  hour  is  practiced 
each  morning  there  will  be  a  unity 
of  prayer  that  will  fill  our  need  of 
petitioning  God's  guidance  in  all  de- 
liberations while  recognizing  the 
right  of  all  to  worship  as  they  will," 
the  resolution  stated. 

The  convention  also  called  upon 
governmental  representatives  to  "use 
to  the  full  the  office  of  the  United 
Nations  for  negotiation  on  all  issues 
that  threaten  peace." 


Baptists  Adopt  Broad  Principles 
on  Racial  Groups 

A  report  urging  its  members  to 
face  "more  squarely  and  honestly" 
the  problems  of  racial  and  minority 
groups  was  adopted  by  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention. 

The  report,  submitted  to  the  con- 
vention by  its  committee  on  social 
service  and  civic  righteousness,  out- 
lined the  following  principles  "which 
we  as  Christians  and  churches 
should  recognize,  respect,  teach  and 
act  upon." 

"(1)  All  Christians  are  brothers  in 
Christ. 

"(2)  Every  member  of  a  racial  or 
minority  group  is  a  person  and 
should  be  treated  as  such. 

"(3)  No  racial  group  because  of 
biological  inheritance  is  superior  or 
inferior  to  any  other  group. 

"(4)  The  members  of  all  racial  and 
minority  groups  should  be  recog- 
nized as  citizens,  constituting  a  state 
under  one  government,  with  equal 
rights. 

"(5)  All  citizens  have  the  right 
to  equal  privileges  and  treatment 
in  our  local,  state  and  federal  gov- 
ernments. 

About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


"(6)  All  racial  and  minority 
groups  have  a  right  to  be  repre- 
sented by  members  of  their  own 
group  on  bodies  concerned  with  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community — 
police,  education,  courts,  elections 
and  so  forth. 

"(7)  Christians  should  protest  in- 
justices and  discriminations  against 
any  group  and  strive  to  promote 
community  goodwill  among  all 
groups. 

"(8)  The  members  of  every  group 
should  eliminate  from  their  speech 
terms  which  degrade  or  show  con- 
tempt for  other  groups,  especially 
in  the  presence,  and  the  teaching, 
of  children. 

"(9)  As  Christians,  we  must  be- 
lieve, and  teach  that  prejudice  or 
ill-will  toward  any  group  is  un- 
christian." 

"We  would  suggest,"  the  report 
added,  "that  our  pastors  set  an  ex- 
ample of  Christian  fellowship  by 
having  joint  meetings  of  local  white 
and  Negro  ministerial  unions,  by  an 
occasional  exchange  of  pulpits,  by 
utilization  of  Negro  choirs  in  our 
white  churches,  and  vice  versa,  and 
by  working  closely  with  Negro  min- 
isters in  improving  social  conditions 


The  Atoning  Life.  Henry  Syl- 
vester Nash.  Harper.  112  pages. 
$1.00. 

Here  is  a  very  stimulating  little 
book,  published  first  near  1900  but 
now  republished  as  the  presiding 
bishop's  Book  for  Lent.  It  is  deeply 
spiritual  and  challenging.  It  raises 
the  question,  "Is  the  atoning  life 
•of  Christ,  which  was  the  great  ex- 
ample, attainable  in  this  present 
world  and  by  ordinary  people  like 
ourselves?"  The  contention  of  the 
author  is  that  it  not  only  can  but 
must  be  lived  today.  —  Charles  E. 
Zunkel. 

What  Are  You  Living  For?  John 
Sutherland  Bonnell.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury.   188  pages.  $2.00. 

Dr.  Bonnell  has  been  national  ves- 
pers minister  over  the  ABC  Net- 
work for  some  years.  He  is  New 
York's  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
pastor,  and  is  a  well-known  preach- 
er and  lecturer  throughout  America. 
In  this  book  are  compiled  some  of 
his  finest  thoughts.  He  raises  the 
question  which  confronts  every 
youth  and  older  person  today, 
"What  are  you  living  for?"  and 
seeks  to  answer  it  step  by  step. 
One  series  of  messages  invites  the 
reader  to  a  great  adventure.   A  sec- 


ond series  leads  him  from  doubt 
into  faith.  A  third  series  is  on 
courage  to  overcome.  And  the 
fourth  series  places  squarely  before 
him  the  challenge  of  his  Christian 
responsibility.  Anyone  reading  the 
book  will  certainly  receive .  chal- 
lenge, guidance  and  continuing  ben- 
efit from  it. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

Funny  Riddles  and  Rhymes.  Ed- 
ited by  Frank  Furness.  Hart  Pub- 
lishing Co.    95  pages.    $1.25. 

These  riddles  and  rhymes  will 
provide  fun  for  a  child  alone  or 
for  a  group  at  a  party,  class  meeting 
or  family  night  at  home.  For  ages 
seven  to  twelve. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Mr.  Jones,  Meet  the  Master.  Peter 
Marshall.    Revell.    192  pages.    $2.50. 

A  book  of  unusually  fine  and  in- 
spiring sermons,  preached  at  Wash- 
ington's historic  New  York  Avenue 
Presbyterian  church  by  the  beloved 
Peter  Marshall.  A  man  of  great 
humility,  a  miracle  of  the  grace  and 
power  of  God,  Dr.  Marshall  served 
ably  and  in  a  distinguished  fashion 
as  chaplain  of  the  United  States 
Senate.  The  story  of  his  life  is  truly 
amazing. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 
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in  the  community  as  a  whole." 

"It  is  not  for  us,"  the  report  stated, 
"to  condemn  others  with  whom  we 
disagree  in  religion  or  government, 
but  rather  it  is  our  challenge  and 
obligation  to  make  democracy  and 
Christianity  work  more  effectively 
than  these  other  systems  and  phi- 
losophies." 

The  report  also  considered  the 
convention's  position  in  regard  to 
management  and  labor  in  industrial 
disputes.  It  concluded  that  the  con- 
vention must  not  take  sides  with 
either  group  but  must  make  both 
groups  feel  they  have  a  friend  in 
the  church. 


When  the  King  of  Denmark 
Forgave 

The  Rev.  Henry  Carter,  chairman  of  the 
refugee  commission  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  has  a  good  story  to  tell.  The 
officers  of  this  commission  were  received 
by  the  late  King  Christian  X  of  Denmark. 
Mr.   Carter  writes: 

One  of  our  four  representatives 
was  Propst  Gruber  (of  Germany), 
who  was  liberated  from  Dachau  con- 
centration camp  by  the  Allies  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Berlin  town 
council.  As  we  awaited  the  moment 
of  reception  Propst  Gruber  asked 
me,  as  chairman  of  the  commission, 
whether  he  might  have  opportunity 
•to  thank  the  king  for  the  care  which 
Denmark  had  given  to  nearly  two 
hundred  thousand  war  fugitives 
from  the  Baltic  ports,  who  reached 
Copenhagen  in  1945  while  Denmark 
was  still  under  Nazi  occupation.  King 
Christian,  despite  manifest  physical 
weakness,  graciously  assented  to  the 
request  which  I  ventured  to  make. 
What  followed  is  surely  significant 
at  this  hour.  Propst  Gruber,  speak- 
ing in  German,  said: 

"  'I  am  deeply  moved  by  having 
the  honor  of  being  received  today 
by  your  majesty.  Since  I  am  the 
first  German  allowed  to  appear  be- 
fore your  majesty  after  the  collapse, 
it  is  my  heartfelt  duty  to  ask  for- 
giveness, on  behalf  of  my  nation,  for 
all  that  my  nation  has  inflicted  on 
the  Danish  nation,  and  of  which  I 
know  I  bear  my  share  of  guilt.  This 
guilt  is  indeed  so  great  that  men 
alone  cannot  bear  and  men  alone 
cannot  forgive  it.  It  was  with  a 
heavy  heart  that  I  came  to  Denmark 
but  also  with  a  confident  heart, 
knowing  that  I  was  allowed  to  come 
as  a  Christian  to  fellow  Christians. 
I  also  beg  to  give  expression  to  the 
grateful  feelings  all  of  us  have  for 
all  that  has  been  done  by  the  Danish 
,  government  and   the  Danish  nation 
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for  the  homeless  people.  We  well 
appreciate  the  difficulties  involved  in 
this  war.  I  may  humbly  ask  you  to 
accept,  with  these  thanks,  the  as- 
surance that  the  men  who  are  now 
bearing  responsibility  in  nation  and 
church  in  Germany  are  firmly  re- 
solved to  repair  the  sufferings 
brought  into  the  world,  and  we  re- 
quest you  to  have  confidence  in  these 
men  who  are  of  goodwill.  We  need, 
all  of  us,  individuals  as  well  as  na- 
tions, forgiveness,  and  we  should 
like  to  remain  united  with  the  men 
to  whom  we  have  done  wrong,  in 
praying:  'Forgive  us  our  trespasses, 
as  we  forgive  them  that  trespass 
against  us.' " 

King  Christian,  who  answered  in 
German,  said,  "I  believe  you  are 
sincere,  and  that  it  is  from  your 
heart  and  not  only  from  your  lips." 
Then,  turning  to  us,  he  said  in  Eng- 
lish, "Are  there  many  more  Germans 
like  him?"  I  replied  "There  are 
many  leaders  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Church,  your  majesty,  who 
would  say  and  mean  the  same."  The 
king,  with  a  smile,  said,  "Then  I 
must  tell  my  foreign  minister  that 
they  can  come  and  see  me." — J.  H. 
Arnup,  from  The  Mennonite. 


Control  of  Man  Is  the  Crucial 
World  Problem 

Effective  means  to  control  man, 
and  not  the  hydrogen  bomb,  is  the 
crucial  problem  in  international  af- 
fairs, according  to  Andrew  W. 
Cordier,  executive  assistant  to  the 
secretary-general  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. 

Addressing  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Laymen's  Movement  for  a  Chris- 
tian World,  the  U.N.  official  stated 
that  man  continues  tg  behave  as  a 
"social  derelict"  because  of  his 
failure  to  gain  "inner  control 
through  the  utilization-  of  spiritual 
forces." 

Conceding  that  "the  prevailing 
sense  of  pessimism  appears  justified 
on  the  basis  of  radio  and  newspaper 
reports,"  he  added,  "These  accounts 
do  not  properly  evaluate  the  hard 
facts  of  life.  They  do  not,  for  ex- 
ample, assess  the  power  utilized  by 
the  prophets,  the  power  contained  in 
the  Psalms,  or  in  the  life  of  Jesus. 
These  are  hard  facts  which  we  have 
not  taken  into  account  in  our  es- 
timates of  international  affairs,  nor 
have  we  utilized  the  spiritual  forces 
these  hard  facts  represent." 

Mr.  Cordier,  who  spoke  on  the 
topic,  The  Moral  Basis  of  the  United 
Nations'  Actions,  said  that  the  U.N. 
had  demonstrated  successfully  that 
"moral  pressure"  could  be  employed 


in  solving  international  disputes. 
He  said  the  organization  had  through 
these  means  mediated  three  con- 
flicts, which  "might  have  resulted  in 
another  world  war." 

These  he  listed  as  the  conflict  be- 
tween Jews  and  Arabs  in  Palestine, 
the  Indonesia  dispute,  and  the  in- 
tervention of  the  U.  N.  in  the  Pakis- 
tan-India fight  over  control  of  Kash- 
mir. ' 

Mr.  Cordier  concluded  by  observ- 
ing that  despite  changes  brought 
about  by  modern  communication 
methods,  "the  basic  qualities  of 
man,  and  his  need  to  hold  on  to  an- 
cient values,  have  not  changed." 

Would  Use  Church  Building  Fund 
for  Chapels 

A  Baptist  pastor  here  has  asked 
his  congregation  to  abandon  plans 
for  erecting  a  $150,000  addition  to 
their  church  and  use  the  money  in- 
stead to  build  chapels  in  unchurched 
sections  of  Richmond,  Va. 

Dr.  T.  Rupert  Coleman  said  the 
Ginter  Park  Baptist  church  could 
get  along  without  the  addition  if 
services  and  Sunday  school  were 
held  in  shifts. 

Dr.  Coleman's  plan  for  chapels 
in  unchurched  areas  is  expected  to 
be  discussed  at  forums  and  other 
church  meetings  for  two  or  three 
months  before  final  decision  is  made. 
He  quoted  some  members  of  the 
board  of  deacons  as  saying  the  con- 
gregation appeared  to  be  almost 
unanimously  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posal. 

"I  couldn't  be  happy  thinking  of 
us  investing  that  much  money  here 
when  people  in  other  sections  of 
Richmond  need  churches  so  badly," 
Dr.  Coleman  said. 

Vote  Sunday  Funeral  Ban 

There  will  be  no  Sunday  funerals 
in  the  Charles  City,  Iowa,  area,  ac- 
cording to  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Floyd  County  Ministerial  Asso- 
ciation. 

"Funeral  services  on  Sundays  are 
not  necessary,  except  in  times  of 
epidemics  and  health  emergencies," 
the  Rev.  G.  M.  Ottsen,  president  of 
the  clergymen's  group,  said.  "They 
detract  from  the  main  theme  of  the 
Lord's  day,  a  day  of  worship." 

He  added  that  Sunday  funerals 
were  an  imposition  on  the  minister's 
busiest  day  and  that  they  created 
work  for  funeral  directors  and  ceme- 
tery associations  and  their  employ- 
ees on  days  that  should  be  devoted 
to  worship. 

Mr.  Ottsen  said  the  move  has  been 
approved  by  local  funeral  homes. 


inniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Shoemaker  observed 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  Dec.  26, 
1949,  in  the  parlors  of  the  Wenatchee  Val- 


ley church,  Wash.,  with  a  reception  for 
relatives  and   friends. 

Maggie  Early  and  Dess  Shoemaker  were 
married  in  Fairview,  Mo.,  by  Bro.  Enos 
Reese.  Since  that  time  they  have  lived  in 
Missouri,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  Froid, 
Mont.,  and  East  Wenatchee,  where  they 
nave  resided  since  1927. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoemaker  united  with  the 
church  early  in  life  and  Bro.  Shoemaker 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four.  They  have  served 
faithfully  and  well  since  that  time. 

The  couple's  six  children  were  home 
for  Christmas  and  for  the  anniversary 
celebration.  Their  grandchildren  furnished 
vocal,  piano  and  violin  background  music 
for  the  reception.  One  hundred  fifty 
friends  called  to  extend  their  congratula- 
tions to  the  couple. 

Their  children  are  as  follows:  L.  E.  of 
East  Wenatchee,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Williams  and 
Mrs.  Ordo  J.  Stutzman  of  Sunnyslope, 
Wash.,  Mrs.  Wayne  Gregory  of  Olympia, 
Wash.,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Mohler  of  McPherson, 
Kansas,  and  Miss  Lenora  Shoemaker  of 
Woodland,  Calif.— Mrs.  H.  N.  Williams, 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Bird-Silvius. — Lowell  Bird  and  Carol  Sil- 
vius,  in  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
April  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Elmer 
Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kansas. 

Brumbaugh-Ganster. — Jesse  Brumbaugh 
and  Mrs.  Carrie  Ganster,  April  18,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — Floyd  N. 
Biddix,  Orlando,  Fla. 

Donovan-Riggelman. — Thomas  C.  Dono- 
van and  Pearl  Riggleman  of  Linville,  Va., 
Dec.  11,  1949,  in  the  Singers  Glen  parson- 
age, Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Gordon-Siouder. — Donald  Gordon  and 
Bonnie  Stouder,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind., 
April  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home.— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Hann-Miller. — Carl  W.  Hann  and  Mary 
J.  Miller,  both  of  Peru,  Ind.,  April  16,  1950, 
in  the  Mexico  church  parsonage,  by  the 
undersigned. — Robert  L.  Sink,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Harnish-Book. — Kenneth  E.  Harnish  and 
Mabel  Arlene  Book,  March  4,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — Wayne  H. 
Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Havice-Simonelli. — Jack  Havice  and  Ida 
Simonetti,  both  of  Burnham,  Pa.,  March 
17,  1950,  in  the  Burnham  church,  by  Bro. 
Eli  S.  Keeny  —  Mrs.  Eli  S.  Keeny,  Burn- 
ham, Pa. 

Heckman-Franiz. — J.  Albert  Heckman 
and  Edna  Frantz,  both  of  Pasadena,  Calif., 
in  the  Pasadena  church  parsonage,  April 
15,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Donald  E. 
Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Helms-Kidd.— Hollis  F.  Helms  and  Glad- 
ys  E.    Kidd,    both    of    Twelve    Mile,    Ind., 


Feb.  18,  1950,  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind., 
by  the  undersigned. — Robert  L.  Sink,  Mex- 
ico, Ind. 

Herr-Werner. — Raymond  F.  Herr  of  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  and  Miriam  W.  Werner  of  Mt. 
Joy,  Pa.,  in  the  Florin  church,  Pa.,  May  14, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Howard  Bern- 
hard,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Horne-Dyczko. — Francis  H.  Home  and 
Jane  Dyczko,  April  26,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Stephen  G.  Margush, 
Altoona,  Pa. 

Huslon-Tumer.— Edwin  Giles  Huston  of 
Rocky  Mount,  Va.,  and  Betty  Jean  Turner 
of  Boones  Mill,  Va.,  April  29,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — Ira  D.  Hoy, 
Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Johnslon-Johnslon. — Robert  W.  John- 
ston of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  Orpha  A. 
Johnston  of  Albia,  Iowa,  April  9,  1950,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  by  the 
undersigned. — W.  H.  Brower,   Albia,   Iowa. 

Kirby-Rumbaugh. — Ray  Kirby  and  Nona 
Rumbaugh,  both  of  Miami,  N.  Mex.,  Aug. 
10,  1949,  in  the  home  of  the  bride,  by  the 
undersigned. — H.  M.  Coppock,  Miami,  N. 
Mex. 

Landis-Huffman. — Jack  Landis  and  Lois 
Margaret  Huffman  in  the  Bella  Vista 
church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  April  15, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Dayton  E.  Root, 
East  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Lehman- Wonders.  —  Carl  Lehman  of 
Jewell,  Ohio,  and  Margaret  Jane  Wonders 
of  Evansport,  Ohio,  in  the  Poplar  Ridge 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Medford  D. 
Neher,  Defiance,   Ohio. 

Leyse-Beer. — Ralph  Leyse  and  Ellen 
Beer,  April  28,  1950.— Mrs.  Charles  Liby, 
Decatur,  Ind. 

Lockman-McNelly. — Philip  Lockman  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  Miriam  McNelly  of 
Arcanum,  Ohio,  in  the  Pitsburg  church, 
Ohio,  Feb.  11,  1950,  by  Bro.  William 
Shaffer.— W.  R.  Swinger,  Pitsburg,  Ohio. 

Long-Parks. — Edsel  Long  and  Doris 
Parks,  March  25,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home, 
by  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin. — Mrs.  Warren  D. 
C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

McRoberls-Lee. — Roy  McRoberts,  Jr.,  of 
Copemish,  Mich.,  and  Vera  Lee  of  Eldo- 
rado, Ohio,  March  26,  1950,  at  the  home  of 
the  groom's  sister,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith 
Bergy  of  Alto,  Mich.,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Roy  J.   McRoberts,   Copemish,   Mich. 

Mitchell-Shipp.— Otis  W.  Mitchell  and 
Alice  E.  Shipp  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  April 
6,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— M.   J.   Craun,   Singers   Glen,   Va. 

Mowbry-Heishman. — Charles  W.  Mowbry 
and  Betty  Lou  Heishman  of  Broadway, 
Va.,  in  the  Singers  Glen  parsonage,  Va., 
Feb.  25,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— M.  J. 
Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Otl-Marlin.— Ray  Z.  Ott  and  Grace  V. 
Martin  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Ship- 
pensburg  church,  March  4,  1950,  by  the  un- 
"dersigned. — Donald  F.  Hursh,  Shippens- 
burg, Pa. 

Rankin-Mlchael. — Thomas  A.  Rankin 
and  Greta  Michael,  both  of  Warrenton, 
Va.,  April  22,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — J.  A.  Hinegardner,  Midland, 
Va. 

Resser-Miizel. — Lewis  A.  Resser  and  Vi- 
ola Mitzel,  both  of  Reading,  Pa.,  May  6, 
1950,  in  the  Reading  parsonage,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Ralph  Z.  Ebersole,  Reading, 
Pa. 

Showalier-Dean. — Robert  E.  Showalter 
and  Joyce  Jean  Dean  of  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
in  the  Singers  Glen  parsonage,  Va.,  March 
5,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Strate-Beehler.— Reuben  Strate  of  Win- 
side,  Nebr.,  and  Mary  Beehler  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  April  28,  1950,  in  the  Denver  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Jay  G.  Myers,  Den- 
ver, Colo. 

Whitney-Zuck. — Donald  J.  Whitney  of 
Painesville,  Ohio,  and  Janet  Zuck  of  Wa- 
terloo, Iowa,  in  the  bride's  home,  April  15, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned.- — Clarence  D. 
Sink,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Webb-Glenn.— John  Webb  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
la  Glenn,  April  28,  1950,  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  by  Bro.  Marion  Smith. — ■ 
H.  A.  Snavely,  Payette,  Idaho. 

Wilhelm-Gough. — Herbert  Wilhelm  and 
Doris  Gough,  both  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  in 
the     Pasadena     church,     Calif.,     April     28, 


1950,     by     the     undersigned. — Donald     E 
Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Wilson-Cook.— Ralph  Wilson  and  Theda 
Cook,  both  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  in  the 
Pasadena  church,  April  14,  1950,  by  Bro. 
David  Bomberger  of  Riverside,  Calif. — 
Donald  E.  Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Charles  Flohr 

Charles  Flohr  was  born  Sept.  22,  1863, 
and  died  April  2,  1950. 

Elder  Flohr  was  a  faithful  member  and 
minister  in  the  Marsh  Creek  congregation. 
Surviving  are  two  children,  Mrs.  Willis 
Musselman,  with  whom  he  resided,  and 
one  son,  Curtis,  and  two  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Allison  funeral  home  by  Brethren  Robert 
Knechel  and  Walter  A.  Keeney.  Burial 
was  in  the  Fairfield  cemetery. — Mrs.  Wal- 
ter A.  Keeney,   Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Martha  Senger 

Martha  Senger,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  Wine  Click,  was  born  at  Weyers 
Cave,  Va.,  May  3,  1869,  and  died  April  12, 
1950. 
Her  early  life  was 
§  spent     in     Virginia. 

~    ;         -;fc/  She     attended     the 

J||  public    schools    and 

Bridgewater  Col- 
lege. Later  she 
taught  school  and 
was  engaged  in  city 
mission  work  in 
three  Virginia  cit- 
ies and  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

In  1900  she  was 
married  to  Elder 
D.  B.  Senger  of 
Franklin  Grove,  111. 
To  this  union  were 
born  two  daugh- 
ters. Bro.  Senger  passed  away  eight  years 
after  their   marriage. 

In  1910  she  moved  back  to  Virginia  to 
care  for  her  invalid  mother.  After  her 
death,  she  was  chiefly  concerned  with  her 
daughters'  education. 

She  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  an  early  age  and  remained  faithful  her 
entire  life.  She  was  happiest  when  doing 
something  for  her  church  and  her  friends. 
Wherever  she  lived  she  made  friends.  She 
moved  to  Glendale  in  1928.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Ruth  Mat- 
thews of  Arlington,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Merle 
Bickers  of  Yuma,  Ariz.;  two  stepsons,  Ray 
Senger  of  Elgin,  111.,  and  Frank  Senger  of 
Franklin  Grove,  111.;  eight  grandchildren; 
eight  great-grandchildren;  and  twenty-one 
nieces  and  nephews.  A  stepdaughter,  Eda 
A.  Flory,  preceded  her  in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Kiefer 
and  Eyerick  funeral  home,  Glendale, 
Calif.,  by  Bro.  Van  B.  Wright,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Harrison  A.  Frantz.  Interment  was  in 
Forest  Lawn  Memorial  Cemetery. — Mrs. 
Merle  Bickers,   Yuma,   Calif. 

Charlotte  M.  Kerlin 

Charlotte  Miller  Kerlin,  daughter  of  J. 
W.  and  Maggie  Miller,  was  born  Jan.  12, 
1880,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Hol- 
loway  of  Filer,  Idaho,   April   13,   1950. 

She  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  In  1907  she 
was  married  to  B.  D.  Kerlin  of  Virginia, 
who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1936. 

They  lived  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  for  a  short 
time  and  then  moved  to  Nebraska.  In 
1911  they  moved  to  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 
They  later  attended  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary. They  served  pastorates  in  the 
Cedar  Creek  church,  Markle,  Ind.,  and  the 
Lewiston  church,  Minn.  They  returned  to 
their  farm  in  1925. 

She  was  always  active   among  the  chil- 
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dren  in  Sunday-school  work.  She  was  a 
good  mother,  kind  friend  and  helpful 
neighbor. 

She  is  survived  by  three  children,  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Holloway,  Dwight  of  Twin  Falls, 
Idaho,  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Bowman  of  New 
York,  N.  Y.;  five  grandchildren;  four 
brothers  and  two  sisters,  C.  J.  Miller,  U. 
C.  Miller,  W.  H.  Miller,  J.  W.  Miller,  Mrs. 
Anna  Flickner  and  her  twin  sister,  Mrs. 
Maggie  Fike,  all  of  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Willis  O.  Neff,  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  R.  Fike 
of  Boise,  Idaho.  Interment  was  in  the 
Twin  Falls  cemetery. — Gertrude  Holloway, 
Filer,  Idaho. 

Jenny  P.  Root 

Jenny  Priscilla  Bercaw  Root  was  born 
Jan.  6,  1877,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  March  25,  1950,  at  her  home  near 
Brookville,  Ohio. 

In  1895  she  was  married  to  John  W. 
Root.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  is  survived  by  three  sons,  one  daugh- 
ter and  her  husband. 

In  1911  Brother  and  Sister  Root  were 
called  to  the  office  of  deacon.  In  1914  Bro. 
Root  was  called  to  the  ministry.  She 
served  faithfully  with  her  husband  in  his 
ministry  at  the  Eversole  church.  She  also 
taught  in  the  children's  department  and  in 
Bible  school  and  performed  various  other 
duties  that  befall  a  minister's  wife. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Ever- 
sole  church  by  Bro.  Everett  Fisher,  as- 
sisted by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  cemetery  near  by. — J.  Oliver  Dear- 
ing,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Baker,  Lena,  died  April  18,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Greenmount  congregation.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband  and  several  chil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Bethel  church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Howard  Lam.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  near  the  church. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Baldwin,  Eunice  E.,  daughter  of  Charles 
T.  and  Barbara  Wagoner  Baldwin,  was 
born  near  Pleasant  Mound,  111.,  Sept.  21, 
1890,  and  died  at  the  McDonald  hospital  in 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  April  13,  1950.  She  taught 
school  for  a  few  years  and  then  entered 
the  Missouri  Baptist  hospital  for  training, 
from  which  she  graduated  in  1923.  She  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  her  Savior  in  her  early 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  mother, 
three  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Hurricane  Creek 
church  in  Pleasant  Mound  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Rev.  George  Hudson  of 
the  Baptist  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Noffsinger  cemetery. — Ausby  W.  Swinger, 
Salem,  111. 

Blocher,  Samuel,  son  of  Solomon  and 
Kathryn  Bollinger  Blocher,  was  born  June 
6,  1865,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
In  Barry  County,  Mich.,  April  29,  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Ella  Wellman,  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  eleven  years  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  two  brothers  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Rev.  William  Wiltsie 
of  the  Hastings  Methodist  circuit,  at  the 
Leonard  funeral  home  in  Hastings.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Warner  cemetery  in 
Castleton  Township. — Glenn  J.  Fruth, 
Woodland,  Mich. 

Bonebrake,  Mary  R.,  daughter  of  John 
J.  and  Amanda  Holsinger  Zody,  was  born 
near  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  June  10,  1883,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Rouzerville,  Pa.,  Feb. 
24,  1950.  On  Jan.  29,  1903,  she  was  married 
to  Cyrus  Bonebrake,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  eleven  children.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  seven  sons,  four 
daughters  and  twenty  grandchildren.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  forty-four  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  Grove  funeral 
home  by  Brethren  H.  C.  Muck  and  George 
L.  Detweiler.  Burial  was  in  Prices  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  K.  Mildred  McClain,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 
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Bowser,  Addie  Madeline,  wife  of  George 
Bowser,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1904,  and  died 
March  4,  1950.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Marsh  Creek  congregation  and  was 
a  worker  in  the  Sunday  school,  having 
served  as  pianist  for  several  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband  and  four  chil- 
dren. Services  were  held  from  the  Allison 
funeral  home  by  Elders  M%  C.  Valentine 
and  Robert  Knechel.  Interment  was  in  the 
Fairfield  cemetery. — Mrs.  Walter  A.  Keen- 
ey,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Cave,  William  Isaac,  son  of  Andrew  Wil- 
liam and  Eliza  Smelser  Cave,  died  Jan. 
4,  1950,  in  the  Page  Memorial  hospital  at 
Luray,  Va.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  He  was  married  to  Elnora  Elizabeth 
Houser.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three 
children,  several  grandchildren,  two  sis- 
ters and  two  brothers.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young 
man.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Mt.  Zion  church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Galen 
Crist,  and  Elder  H.  E.  Wakeman.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cemetery  near  the 
church.— 'Ruth   Painter,    Luray,    Va. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Thomas,  died  April  28,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  several  children  and 
six  brothers  and  sisters.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the 
Greenmount  congregation.  Memorial  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  E.U.B.  church  in 
Elkton  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Obaugh,  the  pastor. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers 
Glen,  Va. . 

Dayion,  Lilly  May,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Josephine  Spacht  Dooly,  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  111.,  May  1,  1877,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Bear  Grove  Township,  Feb. 
28,  1950.  On  March  23,  1902,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Frank  Dayton,  and  to  this 
union  seven  children  were  born.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  four  sons,  one 
daughter,  two  brothers,  one  sister  and  ten 
grandchildren.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Hurricane  Creek  church  in  Pleasant 
Mound.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Hunter  funeral  chapel  in  Vandalia,  111.,  by 
the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Mcln- 
turff  cemetery. — Ausby  W.  Swinger,  Salem, 

in. 

Delrymple,  Pauline  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Prince  A.  and  Gertrude  May  Parky 
Hatt,  was  born  July  19,  1906,  and  died  April 
23,  1950.  She  was  married  to  George  Del- 
rymple, and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  children,  her  father,  her  stepmother, 
three  half  brothers  and  three  half  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed at  the  Bachelor  Run  church,  where 
she  was  a  member.  Interment  was  in  the 
Brookside  cemetery  at  Windfall,  Ind. — 
Herbert  Fisher,  Bringhurst,  Ind. 

Dickey,  Grace  Marie,  daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Emma  Miller  Eiler,  was  born  near 
Muncie,  Ind.,  Sept.  13,  1900,  and  died 
March  28,  1950.  On  Jan.  25,  1919,  she  was 
married  to  Millard  R.  Dickey,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  four  children.  She  is 
survived  by  four  children  and  five  grand- 
children. At  an  early  age  she  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  for  the  past  twenty  years  she  attended 
the  Liberty  Mills  church,  where  she  en- 
joyed music,  taught  intermediates  and  di- 
rected sacred  plays.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Liberty  Mills  church  by  Breth- 
ren A.  F.  Morris,  Elmer  Gilbert  and  How- 
ard J.  Kreider.  Burial  was  in  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  cemetery. — Mrs.  Kenneth  Dickey, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Dilzler,  Susan  H.,  was  born  March  7, 
1884,  and  died  March  21,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Lancaster  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Fred  F.  Groff 
funeral  home  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  by  her 
pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  Graybills 
Brethren  cemetery  in  East  Petersburg, 
Pa. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Fouch,  Leon  Rudolph,  son  of  George  and 
Abigail  Fouch,  was  born  near  Browns- 
ville, Md.,  Nov.  25,  1885,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  24,  1950. 
On  Dec.  23,  1908,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mary  Ebert  of  Frederick,  Md.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife  and  one  child. 
Early  in  his  youth  he  united  with  the 
church  and  for  many  years  he  served  as 
church  treasurer  and  church  clerk.    Just  a 


year  before  his  death  he  was  anointed,  to- 
gether with  his  wife,  in  a  joint  service. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Tickner 
funeral  home  by  his  pastor,  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Lorraine 
cemetery. — Jacob  F.  Replogle,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Furlong,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  William 
and  Johannah  Finnefrock,  was  born  May 
15,  1882,  and  died  at  the  Pennock  hospital 
of  Hastings,  Mich.,  March  16,  1950.  She 
was  married  to  Calvin  Furlong  on  March 
23,  1911.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Hess  funeral  home  of  Nashville 
by  the  writer.  Burj^l  was  in  the  Woodland 
Memorial  cemetery. — Glenn  J.  Fruth, 
Woodland,  Mich. 

Harrison,  Margaret  Stryker,  was  born 
Oct.  8,  1855,  and  died  at  Findlay,  Ohio, 
March  31,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Bro. 
John  C.  Harrison,  a  minister  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  who  passed  away  several 
years  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Sun- 
field  church,  Mich.  She  is  survived  by  two 
sons.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Northup  funeral  home  of  Detroit  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Woodland 
Memorial  cemetery. — Glenn  J.  Fruth, 
Woodland,   Mich. 

Heaston,  Alonzo  Allen,  son  of  John  and 
Maria  Heaston,  was  born  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  March  11,  1863,  and  died  Feb.  5, 
1950.  On  Jan.  7,  1883,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  E.  Frantz,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  in  1912.  To  this  union  were 
born  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living.  In  September  1913  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ida  Yoder,  who  passed 
away  in  1944.  Early  in  life  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  soon 
installed  into  the  office  of  deacon,  where 
he  served  faithfully  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  is  survived  by  seven  children, 
two  stepchildren,  thirty-one  grandchil- 
dren and  thirty-four  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Swan 
funeral  home  by  Bro.  Clarence  McCon- 
key,  assisted  by  Rev.  Carrol  of  a  neigh- 
boring church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Evergreen  cemetery  in  Colorado  Springs. 
—Mrs.  Alfred  Campbell,  Center  Point,  Ind. 

Johnson,  William  Frank,  son  of  Elder 
Stephen  and  Lizzie  Johnson,  was  born  in 
Benton  County,  Iowa,  Sept.  30,  1872,  and 
died  April  21,  1950,  at  the  home  of  his 
son  in  Lewiston,  Idaho.  He  was  married  to 
Hattie  Long  on  Dec.  25,  1895.  She  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  on  May  21,  1932.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sons,  one  daughter,  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young 
man.  Services  were  held  at  the  Nezperce 
church  by  the  undersigned. — B.  J.  Fike, 
Outlook,  Wash. 

Kauffman,  Lydia  Margaret,  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Mary  V.  Sheets,  was  born  in 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1869,  and 
died  May  1,  1950,  in  the  Grace  hospital  in 
Hutchinson,  Kansas.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  S. 
Kauffman  on  Dec.  8,  1892,  at  Abilene, 
Kansas.  He  preceded  her  in  death  Aug. 
25,  1925.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
daughters  and  three  sons,  one  of  whom  is 
a  minister  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  She  is 
survived  by  five  children,  four  brothers, 
seventeen  grandchildren  and  nine  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Navarre  church  by  Rev.  Homer 
Engle,  assisted  by  the  undersigned.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Navarre  cemetery. — 
Elmer  L.  Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kansas. 

Lucas,  Grace,  daughter  of  John  and  Ida 
Foreman  Mead,  was  born  May  25,  1890,  in 
Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  died  Nov.  21, 
1949,  at  the  Pennock  hospital  of  Hastings, 
Mich.  She  was  married  to  Lawrence  Lu- 
cas on  Sept.  24,  1910.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband  and  two  daughters.  Funeral 
services  .were  held  in  the  Wing  and  Pick- 
ens funeral  home  in  Woodland,  Mich.,  by 
Bro.  H.  V.  Townsend,  assisted  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Woodland 
cemetery. — Glenn  J.  Fruth,  Woodland, 
Mich. 

Miller,  James,  son  of  Jacob  and  Maria 
Hoff  Miller,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1874,  near 
Sterling,  Ohio,  and  died  April  24,  1950,  at 
the    home    of   his    son   near    Madisonburg, 


Ohio.  On  Dec.  25,  1896,  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Hartzler,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  eight  daughters  and  three  sons.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife  on  Aug. 
12,  1942.  On  July  3,  1943,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Minnie  Weigley,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  by  two  months.  He  was  a 
long-time  member  of  the  Chippewa  church 
and  was  called  to  the  office  of  deacon  in 
June  1902,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
faithfully  until  death.  He  is  survived  by 
six  daughters,  two  sons,  twenty-five  grand- 
children, five  great-grandchildren,  three 
brothers  and  one  stepson.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned,  his  pastor, 
in  the  Chippewa  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  church  cemetery. — David 
R.  Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Miller,  Olive  Catherine,  was  born  in 
Allen  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  29,  1882,  and  died 
Feb.  12,  1950,  at  the  home  of  her  sister  in 
Bluffton,  Ind.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  while  in  Ohio.  She  is 
survived  by  three  sisters  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  Russell 
Weller  at  the  Pleasant  Dale  church.  In- 
terment was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Charles  Liby,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Munjoy,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Ezra  Smith,  was  born  in  1889,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Delton,  Mich.,  Feb. 
4,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Alfred  Mun- 
joy. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two 
sons,  two  daughters  and  five  grandchil- 
dren.   She  was  a  member  of  the  Woodland 


church,  Mich.,  for  the  past  six  years.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Leonard 
funeral  home  at  Hastings,  Mich.,  by  Bro. 
H.  V.  Townsend,  assisted  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Danby  cem- 
etery at  Mulliken,  Mich. — Glenn  J.  Fruth, 
Woodland,  Mich. 

Myer,  Annie  N„  was  born  Nov.  23,  1877, 
and  died  Feb.  13,  1950.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Lancaster  church,  where 
she  served  as  ladies'  aid  president  for 
about  seven  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Young  funeral  home  in  Lan- 
caster by  her  pastor.  Interment  was  in  the 
Myers  cemetery  in  Bareville,  Pa. — Wayne 
H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Phillips,  L.  Frank,  son  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  was  born  near  Goshen, 
Ind.,  Oct.  10,  1868,  and  died  April  13,  1950. 
He  was  married  to  Alice  Miller  in  1891, 
and  together  they  united  with  the  church. 
He  became  a  deacon  and  also  served  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  teacher 
and  church  treasurer.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Rock  Run 
church  by  the  pastor,  Ralph  Petry,  as- 
sisted by  his  son,  George,  and  Rev.  Allen 
Yoder.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.— George   W.   Phillips,   Elkhart,   Ind. 

Richards,  Anna  Narbelle,  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Mary  Jane  Young  Campbell, 
was  born  July  27,  1877,  in  Page  County, 
Va.,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1949.  She  is  sur- 
vived  by   her   husband,    ten   children    and 
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two  half  sisters.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  many  years  ago. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  Crist. 
Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cemetery. 
— Ruth  Painter,  Luray,  Va. 

Ritter,  Joseph  A.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Bar- 
bara Hess  Ritter,  was  born  at  Kissel  Hill 
Dec.  15,  1894,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Lititz,  Pa.,  April  12,  1950.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Anna  Groff  Ritter,  two  daugh- 
ters, one  grandchild,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Brother  and  Sister  Ritter  were 
installed  in  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Jennersville  church.  Bro.  Ritter  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Lititz  church.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  church  by 
Elder  Jacob  T.  Dick.  Interment  was  in  the 
Machpelah  cemetery  in  Lititz. — Mrs.  Louis 
Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Robinson,  Guy  D.,  died  in  the  Carlisle 
hospital,  Pa.,  March  16,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  his  father, 
three  sisters  and  two  brothers.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Perry  congrega- 
tion. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Nickle  funeral  home  in  Loysville  by  his 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Blain  Union  cemetery. — Glenn  L. 
Gingrich,  Blain,  Pa. 

Rowe,  John  Frisby,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Rebecca  Rowe,  was  born  near  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  Aug.  13,  1859,  and  died  at  the  Brethren 
Old  Folks'  Home  near  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an 
early  age.  On  Nov.  24,  1887,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Flora  May  Coffman  of  Ha- 
gerstown,  Md.,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  daughters.  He  had  a  perfect  record 
of  Sunday-school  attendance  for  about 
thirty-five  consecutive  years.  His  wife 
and  three  daughters  survive  him.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Elder  Meredith 
Rogers.  Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  ceme- 
tery near  Dallas  Center. — M.  W.  Eiken- 
berry,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

Smith,  Dorma  Arizena,  daughter  of  Y.  D. 
and  Mary  Jane  Redmon,  was  born  Aug. 
25,  1878,  in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  and  died 
Jan.  1,  1950.  She  was  married  to  John  F. 
Smith  on  June  13,  1900.  She  united  with 
the  Bethlehem  church  in  1914  in  a  revival 
held  by  Bro.  D.  C.  Naff.  She  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  ladies'  aid  society  for 
twenty-two  years  and  was  a  teacher  of  the 
junior  class  for  twenty  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  daughters.  One  son  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Copper  Hill  church  by  Bro. 
H.  A.  Hoover  and  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — O.  D.  Eller, 
Salem,  Va. 

Sours,  Emma  Susan,  daughter  of  Joseph 
W.  and  Barbara  Ann  Comer  Cave,  was 
born  Feb.  24,  1874,  in  Ida,  Va.,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter  April  20,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  seven  children,  one 
sister  and  two  brothers.  Her  husband, 
Joseph  A.  Sours,  preceded  her  in  death 
eighteen  months  ago.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young 
girl.  She  was  a  member  of  the  women's 
work  group.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Grace  Lutheran  church  at  Ida  by 
her  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  Crist,  assisted  by 
Rev.    H.    B.    Arehart.     Burial    was    in    the 
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family  cemetery  near  the  church. — Ruth 
Painter,  Luray,  Va. 

Suler,  Sarah  Virginia,  was  born  Sept.  27, 
1870,  and  died  Dec.  4,  1949.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  three  daughters,  four  sons 
and  four  brothers.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Greenmount  congregation  for  a  long 
period  of  years.  Memorial  services  were 
held  in  the  Greenmount  church  by  the 
writer  with  Rev.  Layman  of  the  Mennonite 
church,  assisting.  Burial  was  in  the 
Weaver  church  cemetery. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers   Glen,   Va. 

Swanson,  Harold,  son  of  James  H.  and 
Mary  L.  Shattuck  Swanson,  was  born  Oct. 
6,  1895,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1950.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Ruth  Bryans  Swanson  on  June  27, 
1944.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  one 
son.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Waldorf  and  MacArthur  funeral  home  in 
Hastings  by  Bro.  H.  V.  Townsend,  assisted 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Riverside  cemetery  of  Hastings. — Glenn  J. 
Fruth,  Woodland,  Mich. 

Trimpey,  John,  son  of  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet Cramer  Trimpey,  was  born  Sept. 
18,  1881,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  at  his  home  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  April 
27,  1950.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Hay  Trimpey,  died  in  1924. 
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To  this  union  were  born  two  daughters. 
He  is  survived  by  his  second  wife,  Opal 
Peck  Trimpey,  two  daughters,  one  son, 
four  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Hauger  funeral  home  by  Bro. 
Galen  R.  Blough.  Burial  was  in  the 
Brotherton  cemetery. — Mrs.  Samuel  J. 
Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Warner,  William,  son  of  Moses  and  An- 
na Miller  Warner,  was  born  July  17,  1868, 
in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Woodland,  Mich.,  March  28,  1950. 
He  was  married  to  Lulu  F.  Landis  on  Nov. 
19,  1893.  He  was  a  member  of  the  South 
Woodland  church  for  many  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  one  sister 
and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Wing  and  Pickens  fu- 
neral home  of  Woodland  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Rev.  Merle  Benson  of 
the  Methodist  church.  Interment  was  in 
the  Woodland  Memorial  cemetery. — Glenn 
J.  Fruth,   Woodland,  Mich. 

Whilmer,  Mary  Elizabeth,  was  born  May 
13,  1866,  and  died  Nov.  27,  1949.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Greenmount 
congregation  for  several  years.  She  is 
survived  by  one  daughter,  four  grandchil- 
dren and  six  great-grandchildren.  Funer- 
al -services  were  held  in  the  Greenmount 
church  by  the  writer  with  Bro.  I.  C. 
Senger  assisting.  Burial  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  by. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen, 
Va. 
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Oklahoma 

Barllesville. — A  two  weeks'  revival  was 
held  preceding  Easter  with  Brother  and 
Sister  D.  D.  Harner  as  the  evangelists.  We 
began  our  Easter  services  with  a  sunrise 
service  and  breakfast  at  the  church  and 
closed  the  day  with  a  baptismal  and  wor- 
ship service.  Three  persons  were  baptized 
during  the  meetings  and  one  evening  was 
given  over  to  a  very  impressive  consecra- 
tion service.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  April  6.  Our  church  co- 
operated with  others  in  the  pre-Easter 
services  sponsored  by  the  ministerial  as- 
sociation, which  were  held  in  the  First 
Methodist  church.  We  appreciated  having 
visitors  present  from  the  Big  Creek 
church  on  April  2.  Our  women's  work  is 
sponsoring  a  100%  Messenger  club  this 
year.  Our  prayer  meeting  and  Bible  study 
has  been  held  in  the  homes  of  the  mem- 
bers with  good  attendance.— Mrs.  Elmer 
Johnson,   Bartlesville,   Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Beachdale. — Pictures  on  brotherhood 
and  a  discussion  made  up  an  evening's 
program  recently.  A  class  in  church  his- 
tory and  doctrine  was  begun  for  the  young 
people.  Our  congregation  voted  to  spon- 
sor  the    100%    Messenger   club    again   this 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified, 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd  Sts.,  Chester,  Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.   2,   Ithaca,   N.   Y.    Phone:   Ithaca   32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleasant 
St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  448.  Wanted:  Unattached  lady,  pref- 
erably Brethren,  who  will  care  for  invalid 
mother  while  daughter  works.  Located 
one  block  from  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Write:  Miss  Edith  V.  Fry,  232  W.  Benton 
Ave.,  Naperville,  111. 
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THE   BRETHREN 
STORY    CARAVAN 

by  Mary  Garber 

Readers  of  this  delightful  and  informa- 
tive new  book  of  stories  about  Brethren 
people  will  meet  on  its  pages  both  old 
and  new  friends: 


Alexander  Mack,  Sr. 

John  Naas 

Peter  Becker 

Christopher  Sower,  Sr. 

Christopher  Sower,  Jr. 

Sarah  Major 

George  Wolfe 

Henry  Kurtz 

Abraham  Cassel 

John  Kline 

Peter  Wrightsman 

Samuel  Weir 

James  Quinter 

Wilbur  Stover 

D.  L.  Miller 

James  and  Barbara  Gish 


Frank  Crumpacker 

Jacob  D.  Yoder 

Dhanjibhai 

George  Carl 

William  and  Adaline  Beery 

Albert  C.  Wieand 

E.  B.  Hoff 

Moy  Gwong 

Ruth  Royer  Kulp 

Myra  Brooks  Welch 

Mai  Sule 

Ida  Shumaker 

Wang  Tung 

John  Barwick 

Don  Royer 

M.  R.  Zigler 
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year.  Juniata  day  was  observed  on  April 
2.  Our  speaker  was  Peter  Mayer,  an  Aus- 
trian boy,  who  is  attending  Juniata  Col- 
lege. He  also  had  a  Russian  friend  with 
him,  who  told  of  his  experiences  as  a  dis- 
placed person.  Bro.  Jones  of  the  Hostetler 
church  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Replogle,  ex- 
changed pulpits  one  night  during  Holy 
Week.  Our  precommunion  services  began 
on  April  26  and  continued  through  the 
week  with  a  different  speaker  each  eve- 
ning. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  April 
30.  Some  improvements  have  recently 
been  made  on  our  church. — Mrs.  Elsie 
Beachley,  Berlin  Pa. 

Ephrala. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  N.  Stau- 
fer,  has  been  chosen  to  represent  us  at 
Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Staufer  deliv- 
ered a  series  of  sermons  on  The  Essential 
Qualities  of  a  Witnessing  Church.  Bro. 
Norman  Weaver  was  our  guest  speaker 
while  our  pastor  was  holding  evangelistic 
meetings.  A  leadership  training  school  was 
held  in  our  church  with  Bro.  Paul  Rum- 
mel,  Bro.  Nevin  Zuck  and  our  pastor  con- 
ducting the  classes.  At  a  youth  rally 
George  T.  B.  Davis  of  the  Million  Testa- 
ments Campaign  presented  an  illustrated 
lecture  on  Rebuilding  Palestine.  A  film  on 
Japan  was  recently  shown  by  Ralph 
Mitchell  of  the  Pocket  Testament  League. 
Our  mission  classes  came  to  a  close  with 
a  public  program  sponsored  by  the  women, 
at  which  the  film,  Kenji  Comes  Home,  was 
shown.  Another  film  shown  was  The 
Power  of  God.  The  Juniata  College  choir 
and  the  Elizabethtown  male  chorus  have 
presented  programs  of  sacred  music.  Our 
father  and  son  fellowship  was  held  March 
14,  with  Bro.  Wayne  Dick  of  Lancaster  as 
the  guest  speaker.  At  their  fellowship  our 
women  appreciated  a  spirited  temperance 
message  by  Sister  Florence  Herr  of  the 
Mountville  congregation.  Visitations  were 
made  and  cottage  prayer  meetings  v^ere 
held  previous  to  our  week  of  revival  meet- 
ings, held  by  Bro.  Alvin  Cox.  Five  persons 
were  baptized  on  Easter.  The  children 
presented  a  short  program  on  Palm  Sun- 
day. An  Easter  sunrise  service,  sponsored 
by  the  CBYF,  was  held  on  a  hillside  near 
Ephrata.    Our  love  feast  was  held  on  April 


16,  with  our  pastor  presiding.  The  women 
have  again  sent  eighteen  comforters  and 
new  and  used  clothing  to  relief. — Mabel  M. 
Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

Mount  Joy. — We  took  part  in  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  on  March  12.  Our 
spring  council  meeting  was  held  on  March 
29.  Our  pastor,  Russell  K.  Showalter,  and 
his  wife  have  been  chosen  as  our  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference.  We  had  good  in- 
terest in  our  pre-Easter  services.  Twelve 
members  were  received  by  baptism  on 
Easter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Easter 
evening.  We  have  just  completed  the 
project  of  raising  funds  to  purchase  a  bus 
for  the  church.  A  set  of  new  pews  have 
been  contracted  for  to  be  installed  in  Sep- 
tember. Plans  have  been  made  for  the 
mother  and  daughter  banquet,  which  will 
be  held  on  May  10.  A  children's  day  pro- 
gram will  be  presented  on  June  11.  Our 
annual  daily  vacation  Bible  school  will  be 
held  July  9-22. — Mrs.  Florence  Showalter, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Parkerford. — Our  church  and  the  North 
Coventry  church  entertained  two  young 
men  from  the  peace  caravan  recently.  At 
a  recent  Sunday-school  workers'  meeting 
we  voted  to  send  $175  to  New  Windsor  for 
a  heifer.  We  also  sent  fifty  dollars  to  the 
American  Bible  Society  for  Bibles  for  Ja- 
pan. Mr.  Deardorff,  building  counselor, 
was  at  our  church  and  final  plans  were 
made  for  remodeling  our  church,  which 
will  be  started  in  the  near  future.  On 
March  14  the  young  people  of  our  church 
presented  the  play,  The  Only  Day  I  Have, 
at  the  Christian  Endeavor  service  in  a 
Phoenixville  church.  During  Lent  serv- 
ices were  held  each  evening  in  the  differ 
ent  churches  of  the  community.  On  April 
9  our  Easter  play  entitled  In  the  Bethany 
Home  was  presented  by  the  young  people 
of  our  church  in  the  Bethel  Methodist 
church.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  7. 
—Mrs.   Enos   Fryer,    Spring   City,   Pa. 

Philadelphia,  Calvary.  —  Five  persons 
were  baptized  on  April  2.  On  April  3  our 
quarterly  church  business  meeting  was 
held  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  H.  Moyer, 
presiding  in  the  absence  of  our  elder,  Bro. 
B.  F.  Waltz.    Our  improvement  committee 


had  the  auditorium  painted  and  new  car- 
pet laid  through  the  gifts  of  Sunday-school 
classes  and  members  of  the  church.  On 
April  6  our  love  feast  was  held  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz,  presiding.  On 
April  7  a  Good  Friday  service  was  held  by 
the  pastor.  On  April  9,  our  Easter  program 
was  presented  by  the  beginner,  primary 
and  junior  departments  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  a  sacred  cantata  of  music  was 
presented  by  the  choir  in  the  evening.  On 
the  evening  of  April  16  Sister  Sara  Shisler 
of  Africa  spoke  to  us  of  her  work.  Bro. 
Adam  H.  Miller  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio, 
will  conduct  a  week  of  revival  meetings 
May  1-7.  These  meetings  will  be  preceded 
by  special  prayer  meetings. — Mrs.  Mar- 
garet E.  Mohler,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Raven  Run. — Since  the  rebuilding  of  our 
church,  the  congregation  has  been  prog- 
ressing very  nicely  with  Bro.  Percy 
Kegarise  as  the  pastor.  At  our  April 
quarterly  council  the  congregation  voted 
to  retain  our  pastor  for  another  year.  We 
decided  to  have  an  evangelstic  meeting 
this  summer  with  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of 
Woodbury  as  the  evangelist.  Our  elder, 
Bro.  Joseph  Clapper,  will  conduct  our 
spring  love  feast.  Our  women's  work  make 
a  contribution  toward  our  church  debt. 
The  senior  and  junior  aid  societies  have 
been  quilting  and  sewing  one  day  a  week 
to  help  on  the  debt.  On  Easter  morning 
the  primary  and  junior  children  presented 
an  Easter  program.  We  also  had  music 
by  our  church  quartet  and  our  church 
chorus.  In  the  evening  our  pastor  de- 
livered an  Easter  message  and  at  the  close 
of  the  message  our  church  chorus  pre- 
sented an  Easter  cantata. — Hilda  Hoover, 
Saxton,  Pa. 

Sipesville. — An  Easter  program  was  pre- 
sented on  Palm  Sunday  by  our  young 
people.  During  Holy  Week,  services  were 
held  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter. 
Four  persons  were  baptized  and  three  re- 
ceived by  letter.  The  church  council  met 
and  appointed  a  committee  for  the  build- 
ing and  remodeling  of  our  church.  There 
is  $13,000  in  the  building  fund.  The  work 
is  to  start  in  1951.  April  16  was  Juniata 
day.     Brother    and    Sister   Edgar    Detwiler 
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of  New  Enterprise  were  with  us,  and  Bro. 
Detwiler  delivered  the  message.  The 
Homebuilders  class  is  sponsoring  a  pro- 
gram the  second  Sunday  of  every  month. 
Bro.  Roy  Wolford  is  the  teacher  of  the 
class.  The  young  people  are  sponsoring 
a  program  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays 
of  the  month  with  Mrs.  Eugene  Shaffer  as 
their  leader. — Mrs.  A.  G.  Maust,  Sipesville, 
Pa. 

Springville. — Dedication  services  for  the 
remodeled  Mohler  meetinghouse  were 
held  with  Brethren  Ralph  Schlosser,  Rufus 
P.  Bucher  and  Ralph  Jones  as  guest  speak- 
ers. The  dedicatory  sermon  was  delivered 
by  Bro.  Schlosser.  At  our  quarterly  coun- 
cil meeting  on  March  14  Brethren  John 
Myers  and  Ralph  Heisey  were  chosen  as 
our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  The 
Elizabethtown  College  choir  presented  a 
fine  program  of  music  at  the  Mohler  house 
on  the  evening  of  March  19.  Bro.  Robert 
Eshleman  of  Elizabethtown  College 
brought  the  morning  message.  On  Easter 
morning  six  babies  were  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  by  their  parents.  The  children  pre- 
sented a  program  in  the  morning  also.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  20  and  21. 
Bro.  Earl  Brubaker  of  Salunga  was  with  us 
for  two  weeks  of  meetings  April  9-23. — 
Mrs.  D.  Mark  Royer,  Denver,  Pa. 

West  Greeniree.— On  Feb.  19  Bro.  M.  R. 
Zigler  told  of  conditions  in  Europe.  The 
offering  for  that  cause  was  $535.29.  The 
offering  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar- 
ing amounted  to  $232.16.  We  held  our 
council  on  March  7.  We  decided  to  have 
a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  with  Bro. 
Howard  Bernhart  as  the  director  of  the 
school.  Our  delegates  to  Annual  Confer- 
.  ence  are  Brethren  Henry  Becker  and  Rob- 
ert Eshelman.  Bro.  William  Longenecker 
was  ordained  to  the  full  ministry.  Breth- 
ren Norman  Musser  and  John  Hershman 
conducted  the  ordination  service.  Our 
missionary  offering  for  April  9  amounted 
to  $299.45.  The  ladies'  aid  society  is  sew- 
ing layettes  for  relief,  doing  quilting  and 
sewing  other  articles  to  sell.  The  men's 
work  is  getting  ready  to  plant  tomatoes  as 
their  project  for  this  summer.  On  the 
evening  of  April  13  the  Happy  Cousins 
quartet  from  the  Brethren  in  Christ 
church  in  Chambersburg  presented  a  pro- 
gram of  sacred  hymns  in  the  Greentree 
church. — Mrs.   Ezra  E.   Hess,  Mt.  Joy,   Pa. 

York,  Second. — During  the  illness  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Linford  J.  Rotenberger,  the 
following  Brethren  filled  the  pulpit:  Elder 
J.  L.  Miller;  Bro.  Chauncey  Trimmer  and 
Bro.  Carl  Zeigler,  a  student  minister  at 
Elizabethtown  College.  The  men's  work 
had  charge  of  one  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ice. We  celebrated  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  dedication  of  our  church  building 
by   having,  services    on   Saturday    evening 
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and  all  day  on  Sunday.  Our  speaker  was 
Bro.  William  Beahm,  dean  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary.  During  the  past  year  we 
had  as  our  goal  the  canceling  of  the  par- 
sonage debt  and  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  this  goal  has  been  reached.  A  father 
and  son  fellowship  was  held  on  March  18. 
The  Elizabethtown  College  a  cappella 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  W.  David  Al- 
bright, presented  a  sacred  concert  on  the 
morning  of  April  2.  In  the  evening  Bro. 
A.  C.  Baugher,  president  of  Elizabethtown 
College,  delivered  the  message.  This  serv- 
ice was  sponsored  by  the  men's  work.  On 
Easter  morning  Bro.  David  K.  Hanawalt, 
assistant  district  regional  secretary,  de- 
livered the  message.  The  evening  service 
was  planned  by  the  music  committee.  Our 
pastor  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting  in  Quakertown  March  27 — April 
9.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  April  30. 
Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  will  be  with  us  in 
evangelistic  meetings  May  8-14.  Our  moth- 
er and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  on 
May  4. — Mrs.  Walter  M.  Bachman,  Jr., 
York,  Pa. 

Puerto  Rico 

Caslaner. — The  women  here  have  or- 
ganized as  part  of  the  women's  work  in 
the  Okeechobee  church  in  Florida.  How- 
ever, they  desire  to  remain  inactive  mem- 
bers for  the  present  time  because  of  the 
work  load  of  most  of  the  women.  The 
president  is  Mrs.  Homer  Burke;  vice  presi- 
dent, Martha  Rupel  and  the  secretary, 
Barbara  Hershberger.  We  planned  to  hold 
our  Easter  sunrise  service  on  a  mountain- 
top  but  owing  to  bad  weather  we  met  in 
the  Casa  Grande  church  room.  The  chairs 
were  turned  to  face  the  open  window  and 
door  so  that  we  could  look  out  upon  the 
mountains.  The  service  was  informal  and 
very  inspirational.  Recorded  music  was 
played,  hymns  were  sung,  the  Easter  story 
was  read  and  a  talk  was  given  by  Walter 
Keiser  of  San  German,  who,  with  his  fam- 
ily, will  join  the  unit  in  August. — Elsie 
Huffman,  Castafier,  Puerto  Rico. 
Virginia 

Daleville. — During  Easter  week  'our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Roy  D.  Boaz,  and  his  wife,  as- 
sisted by  the  members  of  the  church, 
visited  in  the  homes  of  the  community  to 
secure  a  full  attendance  and  as  many 
additions  to  the  church  as  possible.  Seven 
persons  were  received  by  baptism  and 
three  by  letter.  Our  new  church  was  re- 
cently dedicated.  Our  church  has  pur- 
chased a  picture  projector  and  each 
Saturday  evening  the  church  and  com- 
munity meet  for  religious  and  educational 
pictures.  Our  church  is  determined  to 
meet  the  prevailing  roadhouse  menace  by 
providing  wholesome  local  entertainment 
and  spiritual  uplift  under  the  supervision 
of  our  church  leaders.  Since  there  is 
only  one  church  in  our  community  and  a 
large    number    of    friends    from    different 


denominations  participate  in  all  of  our 
church  activities,  we  have  adopted  a  plan 
for  four  communion  services  each  year. 
Two  alternating  services  are*  the  regular 
love  feast  services  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren;  the  other  two  are  the  com- 
munion services  for  the  benefit  of  our 
friends  from  other  denominations. — Mrs. 
Walter  McDonald  Kahle,  Troutville,  Va. 

Washington 
Seattle,  High  Point. — Easter  services 
were  held  at  our  church.  The  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Bro.  Peckover.  Twenty  new 
members  were  received  into  the  church, 
six  by  baptism  and  fourteen  by  letter.  Our 
newly  organized  choir  presented  its  first 
number  that  day.  Bro.  Peckover  is  con- 
ducting a  class  in  New  Testament  doctrine, 
which  has  been  very  well  attended.  The 
last  Sunday  evening  of  every  month  is 
reserved  for  what  we  call  our  fellowship 
evening  when  all  the  members,  families 
and  friends  have  a  potluck  lunch  together 
and  enjoy  a  social  and  devotional  evening. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  rapidly  and 
we  are  busy  planning  for  our  summer  va- 
cation Bible  school.— Mrs.  Ed  Henning,  Se- 
attle, Wash. 

West  Virginia 

Old     Furnace. — Since     our     last     report, 
three     persons     were     received     into     the 
church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre 
was  re-elected  as  our  pastor  at  our  March 
council.     Our    church    has    recently    been 
painted  in  the  interior  and  the  ladies'  aid 
plans    to    purchase    a    carpet.     Our    pre- 
Easter  services  began  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning preceding  Easter.    Bro.  Warren  Bow- 
man,   president    of    Bridgewater    College, 
spoke  on  Saturday  evening  and  twice  on  | 
Sunday.    Several  of  our  members  attended 
the  training  school  for  this  section  of  our  I 
district,    which   was   held   in   the    Keyseri 
church.   Our  pastor  was  dean  of  the  school  | 
and   two   of   our   members   were   teachers. 
The   Wiley   Ford   young   people   presented] 
the  play,  He  Lives,  in  our  church  on  the  | 
evening  of  April  10. — Irene  Moreland,  Pin- 
to, Md. 

Sunnyside. — Our     church     and     Sunday- 
school  attendance  has  been  increasing  for| 
several   weeks.     The    aid   society,    consist- 
ing of  both  men  and  women,  is  quite  ac-l 
tive.    The  project  now  is  to  raise   moneyl 
to  buy  pews  for  the  church.    The  societyl 
holds  various  kinds  of  suppers  in  the  base-l 
ment   of   the    church.     Bro.    J.    E.    Dettra.l 
pastor    of    the    Westernport,    Md.,    churchl 
will   hold   an   evangelistic   meeting   for   usl 
Sept.  11-24.    On  Easter,  at  the  close  of  the| 
Sunday  school,  three  children  were  conse- 
crated to  the  Lord  by  Elder  B.  B.  Ludwick.| 
—Ethel  T.  Ludwick,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 
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fN  THIS  building  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  are  being  held  the  closing  sessions  of 
Annual  Conference.  This  yearly  assembly  of  "duly  elected  representatives  of  the 
church  from  local  congregations  and  state  districts,  and  others  vitally  interested  in  the 
problems  of  the  day  affecting  the  denomination"  has  been  a  time  of  program  building 
and  interpretation.  But  it  has  been  more  than  that;  it  has  been  a  time  when  the 
church  meets  for  a  "family  reunion."  From  this  Conference  those  attending  will  go 
back  to  their  churches  with  a  deep  sense  of  unity  and  with  a  challenge  to  carry  on 
the  program  of  the  church  in  their  own  congregations.  The  glow  of  inspiration  re- 
ceived  here    will   be    a    light    across   the    Brotherhood   in   the   year   ahead. 
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The  "ancient  curse"  of  malaria 
may  disappear  completely  in  this 
century  as  a  result  of  new  control 
techniques,  the  World  Health  Or- 
ganization predicts. 

Nearly  nine  million  copies  of  the 
Bible  were  distributed  in  1949  by  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Of  this 
number  about  five  million  in  eighty- 
five  languages  were  distributed  in 
this  country.  Five  new  editions 
were  introduced  last  year. 

A  paper  published  by  a  group  of 
inmates  of  the  Connecticut  state 
prison  has  taken  up  the  cudgels 
against  radio  crime  programs.  In 
an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Monthly  Record  crime  programs  are 
called  the  most  crime-producing 
factor  with  which  the  American 
listening  public  has  to  contend. 

A  national  science  foundation  is 
to  be  established  as  a  result  of  a 
bill  signed  recently  by  President 
Truman.  The  objective  of  the  foun- 
dation is  to  develop  and  encourage 
basic  research  and  education  in  the 
sciences  as  a  national  policy.  It  is 
hoped  that  it  will  also  foster  ex- 
change of  scientific  information 
among  scientists  in  the  United 
State  and  foreign  countries. 


One  hundred  school  children  from 
northern  Norway  will  spend  free 
vacations  in  England  this  year  as 
guests  of  International  Help  for 
Children,  a  Quaker  body  that  is 
switching  its  postwar  relief  work 
to  the  arrangement  of  cultural  ex- 
changes. Towns  in  south  Norway 
are  in  turn  inviting  some  British 
children  to  visit.  (WP) 

That  Protestant  churches  might 
have  more  influence  Roger  Babson, 
well-known  economist,  suggests  the 
following  remedies:  (1)  increased 
pay  for  the  clergy;  (2)  co-operation 
of  all  denominations;  (3)  a  more 
effective  use  of  church  buildings; 
(4)  active  protests  against  "Ameri- 
ca's moral  cancers";  (5)  a  wise  use 
of  publicity. 

Protestant  women  in  more  than 
1,500  cities  and  towns  in  the  United 
States  have  begun  a  two-year  study 
on  employment  and  living  standards 
in  their  own  communities.  This 
study  was  prompted  by  the  survey 
which  estimated  that  ten  million 
families  have  an  annual  income  of 
$2,000  or  less  per  year.  Working 
through  the  United  Council  of 
Church  Women,  the  women  are 
beginning  with  an  analysis  of 
themselves. 


Alcohol  a  Disease — and  More 


Doctor  Harry  S.  Warner,  writing  in  the 
Scientific  Temperance  Journal,  classifies 
the  following  degrees  of  alcoholism: 

1.  Alcoholism,  a  symptom.  Approximate- 
ly one  half  of  heavy  drinkers  and  matured 
alcoholics  are  such  chiefly  because  of  their 
inner  frustrations  or  disorders,  or  lack  of 
maturity.  They  are  discarded  by  their 
social  group,  avoided  by  society,  disliked 
by  the  doctor. 

2.  Slow-growing  alcoholism.  The  other 
half  —  or  more  than  half  —  of  those  who 
have  become  compulsive  drinkers  have 
reached  that  state  through  years  of  steady 
or  heavy  drinking,  without  complicating 
factors  in  personal  deficiency. 

3.  Non-"excessive"  drinking.  The  great 
majority  of  the  users  of  alcoholic  beverages 
are  social  drinkers,  occasionally  getting 
"tight."  Ordinarily,  they  support  modera- 
tion. Their  drinking,  usually  free  from 
actual  alcoholic  illness,  nevertheless,  has 
a  very  vital  relation  to  the  more  serious 
problems  of  alcoholic  sickness.  For  two 
basic  reasons: 

(a)  The  obvious  and  fundamental  fact 
that  widespread  social  drinking,  highly 
approved  in  some  groups,  automatically 
puts  a  heavy  assumption  and  pressure  on 
all  beginners,  on  youth,  on  the  great  mass 
of  people  who  persistently  follow  custom. 
For  social  drinking  initiates  and  keeps 
continuously  on  the  drinking  route  those 
who  later  become   excessive   or  alcoholic. 

(b)  From  ordinary  drinking,  rather  than 
inebriation,  comes  most  of  the  public 
dangers  that  are  acutely  connected  with 
alcohol. 


4.  Sickness  from  alcohol.  The  physical 
ills  that  result  from  the  use  of  alcohol  are 
chiefly  those  of  the  heavy  drinker.  Mod- 
erate amounts  affect  the  mind  and  its 
functioning,  but  not  immediately  the 
average   healthy   body. 

But  after  fifteen  years  of  drinking,  on 
the  average,  the  heavy  drinker  is  in 
generally  poor  health,  his  muscles  flabby, 
his    liver    fat,    his    blood    poor. 

But  let  it  be  repeated  that  the  disturb- 
ances to  physical  health  that  result  from 
alcohol  are  far  less  significant  than  are 
those  of  the  mind.  For  alcohol,  basically, 
is  a  disturber  of  the  functioning  of  the 
brain. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  drinking  career 
the  average  individual  is  able  to  make  a 
decision  as  to  "how  much,"  "when  to 
quit."  He  makes  his  decision,  often  by 
drifting  with  the  group;  if  he  knows  the 
risks  involved,  he  is  responsible,  morally 
and  socially,  for  the  outcome  of  that 
decision.  But  later,  as  his  capacity  for 
self-criticism  and  self-control  becomes  dis- 
organized, less  resistant  through  repeated 
anaesthetizing  of  his  brain,  he  practically 
loses  that  abiliy.  His  desire  becomes 
centered  in  the  sensations  that  alcohol 
yields,  in  its  effects'  on  his  mind  and 
nerves.  At  this  point,  no  recent  student 
of  the  subject  doubts  the  fact  of  his  sick- 
ness, his  relative  loss  of  responsibility,  or 
his  inability  to  return  to  health  without 
the  aid  of  a  friend,  an  expert,  a  great 
spiritual  experience— or  several  of  these 
together. 

— The  Clipsheet. 


The  individual  who  is  a  true  worshiper 
will  arise  from  his  periods  of  private  medi- 
tation  to   love    and   serve   his   fellow   men 


Ralph  Skaggs 

Pastor,  Iowa  River  Church,  Iowa 
Photo  by  Harold  Lambert 
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A  PERSONAL  INTERVIEW  WITH  GOD 


HUMAN  life  holds  within  its 
very  nature  the  desire  to 
worship.  Man  has  an  in- 
ner desire  that  cannot  be  truly 
satisfied  without  communion 
with  God,  which  is  true  worship. 

All  of  us  recognize  the  two 
types  of  worship,  public  worship 
and  private  meditation.  Need- 
less to  say,  there  is  a  high  re- 
lationship between  the  two.  If 
we  seek  God  in  our  private  de- 
votions, it  is  almost  a  certainty 
we  will  not  neglect  assembling 
together  in  public  worship. 

The  true  worshiper  moves  into 
his  periods  of  worship  with  real 
expectation.    Whether  the  wor- 


shiper is  in  public  or  whether  he 
is  in  his  secret  closet  of  com- 
munion, he  must  realize  that 
something  will  happen. 

The  Christian  religion  is  a  re- 
ligion of  action.  As  Christ  moved 
upon  this  earth,  he  came  out  of 
his  private  periods  of  meditation 
with  God,  filled  with  the  will  to 
minister  to  those  around  him. 
The  individual  who  is  a  true 
worshiper  and  follower  of  God 
will  do  as  Jesus  taught  him  to 
do.  He  will  arise  from  his  pe- 
riods of  private  inspiration  and 
his  moments  of  public  worship 
to  practice  the  art  of  service  to 
his  fellow  man. 


As  we  look  at  private  worship 
we  discover  that  this  type  of 
fellowship  with  God  is  a  very 
intimate  personal  relationship. 
Occasionally  in  the  lives  of  many 
of  us,  we  are  privileged  to  have 
a  private  interview  with  some 
great  executive.  When  we  have 
had  a  private  appointment  with 
some  prominent  person  we  feel 
we  have  had  a  rare  privilege. 
Every  day  we  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  directions  from 
the  greatest  of  all  advisers.  Ev- 
ery day,  if  we  have  an  appoint- 
ment with  that  great  Heavenly 
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Executive,  we  will  get  specific 
instructions  from  him.  Certainly 
it  is  important  that  we  carry 
these  instructions  to  their  proper 
conclusion. 

In  our  public  worship,  we  en- 
deavor to  commune  collectively 
with  God.  In  our  private  wor- 
ship there  is  a  God-man  relation- 
ship. In  our  public  worship  there 
is  a  God-men  relationship.  There 
are  a  call  to  unity  and  a  spirit 
of  doing  things  together.  Men 
collectively,  in  the  spirit  of  God, 
become  a  powerful  unity  moving 
together  for  the  good  of  God's 
great  kingdom.  It  is  highly  essen- 
tial, therefore,  that  we  neglect 
not  this  form  of  worship.  Public 
worship  should  inspire  men  to 


move  forward  together  as  one 
great  and  mighty  mass  to  de- 
stroy sin  and  evil  wherever  they 
may  be  found. 

As  this  whole  matter  of  wor- 
ship reveals  itself  to  us,  we  have 
a  growing  feeling  of  security,  a 
security  that  we  cannot  gain  by 
wealth  or  prestige  or  by  virtue 
of  our  position  in  the  business 
world.  It  is  a  security  that  is 
deep-seated  and  firmly  anchored. 
Our  lives  become  saturated  with 
the  feeling  that  there  is  stability 
in  our  way  of  life,  and  we  have 
no  fear  of  the  future.  Fear  of 
the  future  is  eating  away  at  the 
heart  o'f  a  vast  majority  of  the 
world  population.  Many  of  the 
members  of  the  human  family 


throughout  the  world  live  in 
perpetual  fear,  fear  of  starva- 
tion, fear  of  war,  fear  of  econom- 
ic ruin.  Fear  on  the  part  of  an 
individual  or  a  group  comes  as 
a  result  of  a  feeling  of  insecurity. 
The  true  worshiper  dispels 
these  fears,  and  goes  forward 
with  the  assurance  that  the  great 
Executive  of  all  mankind  has 
given  him  specific  instructions  to 
carry  forward.  He  can  truly  say, 
"I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art 
with  me."  After  man  reaches 
this  point,  he  can  cast  all  fear 
out  of  his  heart  for  he  is  truly  in 
a  condition  to  march  down  the 
road  of  service,  along  with  the 
great  men  of  God  since  the  be- 
ginning of  time. 


EDITORIAL 


The  Prayer  of  Faith 

"And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall 
save  the  sick"  (James  5:15) 

FROM  its  beginning  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
believed  in  and  taught  the 
anointing.  We  have  encouraged 
our  people  to  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  church  when  they  are 
ill.  The  elders  then  join  with 
the  members  of  the  family  in 
prayer  for  the  forgiveness  of 
the  ill  member's  sins,  for  the 
peace  of  his  soul,  and,  if  it  be 
God's  will,  for  the  healing  of  his 
illness.  This  prayer  is  accom- 
panied by  anointing  with  oil  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the 
officials  of  the  church. 

Down  through  the  years  many 
individuals  have  been  able  to 
relate  experiences  of  great  bless- 
ing and  healing  which  resulted 
from  this  anointing  service. 
Some  experiences  have  bordered 
on  the  miraculous  and  have  re- 
vealed the  direct  and  immediate 
intervention  of  power  from 
heaven.   In  all  cases,  if  the  cere- 
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mony  has  been  entered  into  in 
the  right  spirit,  great  spiritual 
blessings  and  peace  of  soul  have 
resulted  from  it. 

We  are  likely,  in  these  days 
of  scientific  achievement,  new 
drugs  and  extreme  busyness,  to 
forget  this  admonition  from 
James.  If  we  do,  we  have  for- 
gotten a  power  which  surpasses 
that  of  all  drugs  and  scientific 
knowledge.  God  is  the  author  of 
life  and  the  author  of  healing. 
The  doctors  work  in  co-operation 
with  God  when  they  work  for 
healing.  If  God  does  not  give  the 
healing  the  doctors  are  power- 
less. 

Through  this  prayer  of  faith 
and  this  anointing  service  the 
work  of  the  doctors  and  the 
work  of  the  spiritual  author  of 
life  are  brought  together.  The 
doctors  do  what  they  can  and 
the  Great  Physician  is  admon- 
ished to  take  over  from  there. 

All  of  our  recent  findings  in 
the  field  of  psychology  and  psy- 
chiatry undergird  and  strength- 
en the  admonition  from  James 
about  the  anointing.  As  we  learn 
more   about  the  mind   and  the 


spirit  of  man  we  understand  bet- 
ter the  teaching  of  Jesus  and  of 
his  disciples  about  man. 

The  prayer  of  faith  has  appli- 
cations in  realms  beyond  the 
healing  of  the  body,  however. 
In  these  days  of  confusion  across 
our  world  and  within  our  own 
minds,  if  we  do  not  lean  heavily 
upon  the  prayer  of  faith,  we  miss 
a  great  calming  and  guiding  in- 
fluence which  can  give  us  poise 
in  the  midst  of  storm,  and  can 
give  us  direction  in  the  midst  of 
confusion. 

The  prayer  of  faith  releases 
power  beyond  that  which  our 
minds  can  yet  understand.  We 
need  the  prayer  of  faith  now. 

From  Whence  Come  Wars? 

EVER  since  man  began  to  ac- 
quire   property    there    has 
been  strife  in  the  human 
family. 

Organized  warfare  as  such  did 
not  come  upon  the  scene  of  his- 
tory until  man's  property  hold- 
ing became  considerable.  We 
speak  of  the  savage  or  the 
heathen,  thinking  of  him  as  a 


very  warlike,  vicious  person.  In 
general,  this  is  not  a  true  pic- 
ture. A  primitive  man  who  lives 
in  a  plentiful  hunting  area  or 
who  tills  his  fields,  without  actu- 
ally claiming  the  land  as  his 
own,  is  generally  a  well-be- 
haved, peaceful  person  who  lives 
in  the  midst  of  a  peaceful  peo- 
ple. 

When  man's  land  holdings  be- 
came more  extensive  and  he 
presently  began  to  claim  mineral 
rights  and  water  rights  the  com- 
petition for  these  things  became 
keen.  Out  of  this  competition 
man  learned  to  become  an  or- 
ganized warring  member  of  a 
warring  society. 

As  man's  civilization  becomes 
more  complex  his  methods  of 
conducting  warfare  become 
more  vicious.  The  savage  fights 
his  neighbor  singlehanded.  The 
semicivilized,  property  -  holding 
tribesmen  fight  their  neighbors 
in  groups,  away  from  the  home 
firesides,  the  women  and  the 
children  and  the  cultivated 
lands.  Civilized  men  previously 
fought  battles  on  battlefields; 
modern  man,  believed  to  be  ul- 
tracivilized,  fights  his  battles  in 
the  air  above  his  great  cities. 
The  main  casualties  are  women 
and  children.  The  destructive- 
ness  is  immense.  What  the  fu- 
ture holds  in  this  "progression  of 
man"  is  not  yet  revealed. 

James  inquires,  "From  whence 
come  wars?"  (James  4).  He  an- 
swered his  own  question.  He 
said  they  spring  up  from  man's 
uncontrolled  passions,  desires, 
lusts.  James  was  right.  All 
wars,  even  our  modern  world- 
engulfing  wars,  can  be  traced 
back  to  man's  selfishness,  his 
aggressive  acquisitiveness,  his 
desire  to  control  and  to  be  pow- 
erful and  to  his  basic  fears. 

Paul  said  we  should  seek  ear- 
nestly to  cultivate  those  things 
which  make  for  our  peace. 

What  are  those  things?  Long- 
suffering,  patience,  meekness, 
sobriety,  godliness,  self-restraint, 
willingness  to  share,  willingness 
to  be  members  of  a  sharing  fel- 


lowship, willingness  to  feel  gen- 
uine concern  for  those  who  are 
less  fortunate  that  we   are,   an 


earnest  desire  to  help  others  to 
God  and  to  the  abundant  life 
spoken  of  by  Jesus. 


Thinking    About   the    News 


Hysteria 


ON  APRIL  14  a  congregation  of 
Plymouth  Brethren  in  Shawi- 
nigan  Falls.  Quebec,  Canada. 
met  for  a  regular  evening  worship 
service.  The  Plymouth  Brethren 
are  a  quiet  religious  group;  they 
frequently  are  thought  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Some 
of  them  immigrated  to  Canada  about 
a  hundred  years  ago;  they  now  have 
churches  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec. 

As  these  Brethren  worshiped  to- 
gether on  this  April  evening  they 
were  suddenly  set  upon  by  an 
angry  mob  which  burst  into  their 
little  chapel  and  began  to  throw 
bottles,  eggs,  chunks  of  ice  and 
stones.  The  windows  of  the  chapel 
were  broken,  the  pulpit  was  over- 
turned and  smashed,  the  hymnbooks 
were  carried  out  into  the  streets 
and  ripped  into  shreds  and  the 
Bibles  were  stacked  and  burned;  the 
electric  fixtures  were  ripped  from 
the  walls. 

The  mob  numbered  about  1,500, 
the  worshipers  about  40.  The  local 
police  were  called.  They  made  no 
arrests  and  took  no  steps  to  quell 
the  mob's  action.  The  Brethren  were 
at  a  loss  to  know  why  they  were 
being  stoned  and  their  chapel 
destroyed.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
make  a  defense  or  to  ask  any  ques- 
tions. 

The  following  day  the  United 
■  Church  of  Canada,  feeling  very 
much  chagrined  at  this  denial  of 
religious  liberty  in  Canada,  under- 
took to  discover  the  reason  for  the 
mob  action.  After  considerable  in- 
quiry, they  found  that  the  leaders  of 
the  mob  thought  they  were  attack- 
ing a  Jehovah's  Witnesses  group. 
When  they  were  informed  that  the 
attack  was  against  a  quiet  group  of 
Brethren  they  said  they  were  sorry. 
That  was  all. 

A  sequel  to  this  is  a  letter  from 
the  United  Church  of  Canada  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  America 
expressing  their  embarrassment  that 
our  people  were  unjustly  set  upon. 
They  said,  "We  Canadians  are  hang- 
ing our  heads  in  shame  over  this 
persecution   of   the   Brethren." 


0 


n   May    1    in    Mosinee,    Wis.,    the 
city    authorities    for    dramatic    pur- 


poses staged  an  imaginary  onslaught 
by  the  Russians.  Most  of  the  towns- 
people were  in  on  it,  including  min- 
isters. Early  in  the  morning  the 
"Russians"  moved  into  the  town  and 
seized  the  city  offices.  The  mayor 
was  marched  out  before  the  towns- 
people and  at  the  point  of  a  gun 
made  to  pledge  his  allegiance  to 
Moscow.  In  quick  succession  the 
churches,  schools  and  business 
enterprises  were  taken  over.  The 
normal  liberties  were  quickly  denied 
to  the  public.  The  prices  of  products 
in  all  the  stores  were  multiplied  by 
three  or  four.  Harsh  totalitarian 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  people 
lasted  for  most  of  the  day.  Excite- 
ment ran  high. 

Presently  the  mayor  was  struck 
with  a  heart  attack  and  rushed  to 
the  hospital.  The  Methodist  minister 
likewise  fell  ill.  The  public  hardly 
knew  whether  this  was  part  of  the 
play  or  whether  it  was  real.  A  day 
or  two  later  both  of  these  men  were 
dead. 

The  city  settled  back  to  normal 
and  wondered  whether  its  exciting 
drama  had  been  sensible  or  hys- 
terical. 

1  hese  and  other  happenings  of  a 
similar  nature  illustrate  the  rising 
hysteria  which  seems  to  be  growing 
among  us. 

Not  only  are  many  individuals 
breaking  from  nervous  strain  but 
entire  groups  are  manifesting 
hysteria  and  mental  aberration. 
Mob  action  such  as  that  referred  to 
above  is  very  similar  in  a  social 
sense  to  the  mental  collapse  of  the 
individual. 

Is  there  a  solution  to  this  problem 
of  rising  hysteria?  The  psychologists 
suggest  that  the  individual  needs 
something  outside  of  himself  bigger 
than  himself  to  hold  on  to.  This  is 
especially  important  in  times  of 
stress.  He  needs  God.  He  needs 
faith  in  the  eventual  triumph  of  the 
purposes  of  God.  He  needs  also  to 
feel  himself  to  be  a  part  of  God's 
purposes   as   they   are   worked   out. 

This  applies  also  to  groups.  A 
world  which  is  becoming  hysterical 
needs  to  find  God. 
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Eternal  Value 


Stephen  G.  Margush 

Pastor,  First  Church,  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania 


'What  is  a  man  profited  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 

own  soul?" 


THE  words  of  Jesus  deal 
with  a  profit-and-loss  prop- 
osition, a  question  of  rela- 
tive value.  We  all  will  readily 
admit  that  we  seek  the  best  in 
value,  quality  and  profit  that 
materially  presents  itself.  There 
are  many  catchy,  high  pressure, 
clever  advertising  slogans  that 
have  influenced  our  decisions  as 
to  what  is  valuable.  There  is 
nothing  radically  wrong  with 
seeking  the  most  and  best  at  a 
fair  price.  There  is  the  certain 
standard  that  determines  the 
value  of  material  things  and  this 
standard  is  the  guide  to  wise 
purchases.  But  when  it  comes  to 
the  things  that  pertain  to  God 
and  spiritual  matters,  we  are 
poor  dealers.  The  words  of  Jesus 
at  least  suggest  this  woeful  de- 
ficiency. 

There  are  two  scales  of  values 
suggested  by  our  Lord,  as  he 
spoke  to  his  disciples.  The  one 
has  to  do  with  material  things, 
the  other  with  eternal  value. 
Jesus  does  not  minimize  the 
value  of  worldly  things  but 
rather  amplifies  their  value  as 
he  compares  the  soul,  which  is 
of  eternal  value,  to  the  worldly 
possessions.  Jesus  would  have 
us  consider  eternal  value. 

Early  in  youth  I  heard  the 
stories  of  the  heroic  Minute  Men 
of  early  colonial  days.  The  story 
of  Paul  Revere's  midnight  ride 
throughout  the  colonial  country- 
side, the  lantern  in  the  Old 
North  church,  all  added  to  the 
drama.  It  was  thrilling  to  hear 
these    tales    and    from    them    I 
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gathered  it  was  patriotic  and  ad- 
mirable for  one  to  be  ready  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  take  up  arms 
and  fight  for  his  country.  Later 
I  was  taught  that,  in  God's  sight, 
it  was  sinful  to  take  the  life  of 
a  fellow  creature.  Here  are  two 
ideals,  diametrically  contrary, 
which  naturally  resulted  in  in- 
ward conflict.  So  long  as  both 
these  ideals  are  flagrantly  alive, 
there  is  an  inward  conflict  in 
progress  and  it  will  not  cease 
until  a  decision  is  made  one  way 
or  the  other.  Jesus  was  surely 
aware  of  this  human  perplexity, 
for  his  words  in  Matt.  6:24  hit 
at  the  problem  pertinently.  "Ye 
cannot  serve  two  masters."  Je- 
sus knew  the  results  of  inner 
conflict  and  urged  that  men 
would  come  to  a  decision  in 
matters  of  great  importance. 
Have    we    seriously    considered 


eternal  values?  Jesus  holds  up 
as  of  eternal  value  the  soul  in 
contrast  to  the  world  which  is 
of  value  only  so  long  as  time 
shall  last. 

The  word  soul  in  Scripture  is 
referred  to  as  the  spiritual  and 
immortal  part  of  man's  nature 
(Matt.  10:28).  The  Apostle  Paul 
regards  the  human  nature  in  a 
triune  manner.  "And  I  pray 
God  your  whole  Spirit  and  Soul 
and  Body  be  preserved  blame- 
less unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ"  (1  Thess.  5:23). 
Man  is  a  triune  being;  God  cre- 
ated him  so.  The  teachings  of 
our  Lord  show  very  clearly  that 
when  a  man  is  right  with  God 
inwardly,  has  decided  definitely 
to  follow  as  i  God  leads,  the 
entire  life  characterizes  that  de- 
cision. That  there  are  conflicting 
ideals  in  this  evaluation  process 
is  evidenced  by  the  way  man 
treats  man. 

God  has  put  the  value  of  a 
soul  beyond  any  and  all  material 
things.  Satan  realizes  the  su- 
preme value  of  a  soul,  for  he  is 
continuously  making  bids  for 
the  entire  personality  of  man- 
kind. Only  man  has  underesti- 
mated, undervaluated  himself  in 
every  characteristic.  He  laughs 
at  the  idea  of  a  soul,  he  refuses 
to  recognize  the  spiritual  aspect 


Being  present  at  public  worship  is  one  indication  of  our  sense  of  values 
and  our  presence  there  will  help  us  to  continue  to  put  first  things  first 


of  man  and  he  goes  about  seek- 
ing more  efficient  methods  to 
destroy   the   body. 

There  are  some  people  who 
are  in  throes  of  inward  conflict 
as  they  face  the  two  scales  of 
value  as  set  forth  by  the  Master. 
They  are  torn  between  two  pro- 
jected ideals,  "Gain  the  world 
and  lose  out  in  eternal  matters." 
Their  indecision  in  this  matter 
characterizes  their  every  motive 
and  action. 

Then  we  have  those  people 
who  have  made  their  decision 
that  man  is  purely  a  creature  of 
time  and  is  of  value  insofar  as 
he  or  she  can  contribute  to  the 
total  material  program  of  so- 
ciety. If  this  be  not  true,  then 
how  may  we  account  for  the 
fact  that  men  pursue  political 
power,  monetary  wealth,  popu- 
larity, etc.,  regardless  of  what  it 
may  cost  the  other  fellow?  These 
folk  follow  the  course  that  Jesus 
warns    against    as    recorded    in 


Matt.  6:19.  They  are  system- 
atically piling  up  riches  and 
treasure  of  transient  value, 
when  they  could  be  engaging 
their  energies  in  laying  up 
treasure  of  eternal  value  (Matt. 
6:20).  For  the  personality  that 
has  considered  the  things  of 
eternal  value  and  decided 
against  the  profit  of  the  world, 
inward  conflict  has  ceased  and 
the  peace  of  God  reigns. 

The  three-part  question  that 
demands  our  personal  answer  is 
this:  "Have  I  made  my  decision 
to  have  my  life  measured  by  the 
yard  stick  of  Eternal  Value,  or 
have  I  decided  that  spiritual 
matters  are  of  no  import,  that 
life  lived  on  the  earth  is  the 
final  chapter?  Or  am  I  on  the 
fence  in  this  matter  and  bur- 
dened with  an  inward  conflict? 
May  the  words  of  Jesus  give  us 
the  courage  and  discernment  to 
decide  this  great  question  of 
eternal  value. 


9t  9i>  Not  loo.  Jtate 


I.  S.  Long 

Pastor,  Keyser  Church,  West  Virginia 


fT^HE   phrase   redeeming   the 

I  time,  because  the  days  are 
■*■  evil  has  for  years  been  in- 
triguing to  me,  especially  now 
since  reading  the  headline, 
"Time  May  Be  Short  for  For- 
eign Missions." 

Mr.  Clyde  Taylor,  who  works 
with  various  mission  boards  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  stated  that 
India  is  now  closed  to  mission- 

ies  who  would  go  out  for  the 
first  time  as  evangelists.  That  is, 
visas  hereafter  will  be  allowed 
only  to  those  who  have  tech- 
nical, educational  or  medical 
qualifications,  he  says. 

Also  Dr.  Raymond  Buker,  sec- 
retary of  the  Conservative  Bap- 
tist Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
on  his  return  from  a  three- 
month  trip  to  the  society's 
stations    in    Africa,  says,  "Mis- 


sionaries may  have  less  than  ten 
years  in  which  to  bring  the  gos- 
pel to  Africa  and  other  areas." 
The  cause  for  this,  he  believes, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  rising  tide 
of  nationalism  and  communism. 
The  same  situation  in  varying 
degrees  is  found  all  over  Africa, 
he  reports. 

If  the  above  facts  are  true,  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted.  If  true, 
then  what? 

Missionaries  may  first  of  all 
concentrate  on  the  work  of  rais- 
ing up  hosts  of  Christian  native 
evangelists,  doing  this  training 
with  all  haste  and  zeal,  doing  it 
far  better  than  ever  before. 
What  missionary  would  not  en- 
joy such  a  task?  The  work  of 
educating  peoples  around  the 
world  would  be  wide  open  still. 
Likely  there  will  not  soon  be  any 


hindrance  to  vocational  schools, 
high  schools  and  colleges  con- 
ducted by  foreigners.  Perhaps 
no  people  are  so  much  appreci- 
ated or  needed  in  the  East  as 
doctors  and  nurses,  and  the  more 
Christlike  they  are  the  better. 

Dr.  Frank  Laubach,  whom  we 
have  heard  speak  several  times, 
has  a  wonderful  story  of  service 
to  tell.  He  says  that  more  than 
a  billion  souls  are  now  awake 
and  on  the  march  out  East  for 
the  first  time.  He  wonders  what 
the  result  would  be  if  each  of 
the  thirty  million  literate  Chris- 
tians among  this  mass  of  illit- 
erates was  to  sit  down  by  an 
illiterate  and  teach  him  to  read. 
In  such  an  effort  the  teacher 
wins  the  profound  gratitude  of 
the  learner  and  creates  an  at- 
mosphere in  which  the  learner  is 
ready  to  listen  to  any  good  mes- 
sage. Moreover,  the  teacher  wins 
the  co-operation  of  governments 
everywhere.  Dr.  Laubach  says, 
"As  you  sit  down  beside  your 
pupil,  pray  that  God  may  give 
him  a  wonderful  hour.  You  love 
him  while  you  teach  him,  not  for 
what  he  is,  but  for  what  Christ 
can  make  of  him.  He  catches  the 
sense  of  your  love  too  and  is 
pleased  with  himself  for  learn- 
ing so  quickly.  Ask  him  if  he 
would  like  to  teach  someone,  and 
the  question  works  a  miracle. 
Often  students  cry  with  joy  at 
the  thought." 

The  United  States  has  a  thou- 
sand types  of  skills  the  rest  of 
the  world  needs  and  would  like 
to  have  when  they  learn  of 
them.  We  have  technicians,  edu- 
cators, doctors  and  nurses  to 
share  with  the  needy  East,  if 
we  would  let  the  Spirit  of  God 
rule  our  lives.  Brethren,  it  is 
late,  but  not  too  late  to  share 
our  skills,  our  religion,  our  won- 
derful Savior  and  our  love  with 
the  billion  now  sitting  in  dark- 
ness and  in  ignorance  of  these 
great  blessings.  We  fail  our 
Christ  if  we  do  not  rise  up  and 
meet  the  present  opportunity. 
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MICHIGAN- 

Locale  of  the  1950 
Annual  Conference 


Fort  Mackinac 

Built  during  French  occupation  to  guard  the  Straits  of  Mackinac 


MICHIGAN  takes  its  name 
from,  the  Indian  word 
Michi  Guraa.  It  means 
great  lake.  Four  of  the  five  Great 
Lakes  border  upon  Michigan,  al- 
most completely  surrounding 
the  state;  one  of  them  cuts  it  in 
two.  The  lakes  are  Superior, 
Michigan,  Erie  and  Huron.  In  ad- 
dition, Lake  St.  Clair  lies  along 
its  eastern  border.  Throughout 
the  state  are  smaller  lakes. 

French  Exploration  and 
Settlement 

Michigan,  when  it  was  first 
discovered  by  French  explorers 
and  missionaries,  was  well  popu- 
lated with  Indians.  Its  area  was 
overrun  by  wild  game.  It  was 
forested  with  pines  and  aspen 
and  birch. 

Father  Cadillac  described  it  in 
1701  in  his  journal  as  follows: 
■"The  streams  and  banks  are  so 
many  vast  meadows — meadows 
fringed  with  fruit  trees  which 
droop  under  the  multitude  of 
their  fruit.  The  ring-necked 
pheasant,  the  quail,  the  par- 
tridge and  woodcocks  swarm  the 
woods  and  cover  the  open  coun- 
try. The  climate  is  temperate — 
the  air  very  pure.  Fish  leap  in 
sparkling  waters.  During  the 
day  is  a  gentle  wind  and  at 
night  the  placid  sky  causes  us 
to  enjoy  a  tranquil  sleep." 

Michigan  enjoyed  two  periods 
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of  colonization.  The  first  came 
about  as  a  result  of  the  move- 
ment by  the  French  up  the 
St.  Lawrence  River  and  into 
Michigan  from  the  north.  This 
occurred  in  the  1600's  and  1700's. 
Pierre  Marquette  was  one  of  the 
first  men  to  enter  Michigan.  He 
was  a  young  and  well-trained 
Jesuit  priest.  He  traveled  wide- 
ly around  the  borders  of  Michi- 
gan and  because  of  his  friendly 
approach  he  was  welcomed  by 
the  Indians.  He  established 
many  missions  in  Michigan. 

Other  Indians,  hearing  of  his 
work  in  Michigan,  invited  him  to 
come  into  Illinois.  He  did  so  and 
journeyed  down  the  great  Mis- 
sissippi. He  died  in  Michigan 
and  is  buried  at  St.  Ignace  on 
Michigan's  northern  shore. 

The  French  did  not  penetrate 
into  the  interior  of  Michigan  in 
these  early  colonizing  move- 
ments. Rather  they  located 
around  the  rim  of  Michigan  on 
its  lake  shores  and  attached 
many  names  to  the  areas  they 
explored.  The  French  and  Indian 
influence  can  be  seen  in  the 
names  of  the  capes,  the  bays  and 
the  cities.  Mackinac,  Sault  Sainte 
Marie,  Detroit,  Cadillac,  Pontiac, 
Saginaw,  Muskegon  are  all  car- 
ry-overs from  this  early  French 
movement  into  Michigan. 

English  Settlement  in  Michigan 

The  English  did  not  move  into 
Michigan  until  a  century  and  a 


half  later.  When  the  Erie  Canal 
was  opened  early  in  the  1800's, 
many  New  Englanders  moved 
along  it  down  the  Mohawk  Val- 
ley and  into  Michigan.  One  of 
the  early  points  of  entry  was 
Detroit;  it  was  not  long  until 
Detroit  became  the  leading  city. 

Other  English  settlers  began 
to  move  into  Michigan  from  the 
south  coming  up  from  Indiana, 
Ohio  and  West  Virginia.  Among 
this  latter  group  were  the  Breth- 
ren. 

Whereas  the  French  had  re- 
mained around  the  edges  of  the 
state,  the  English  entrants 
moved  at  once  into  the  interior. 
They  were  not  looking  for  fish- 
ing areas  but  for  farming  lands. 
The  land  began  to  be  sold  by  the 
government  at  rates  of  $9  to  $15 
per  acre. 

As  the  people  from  the  East 
and  from  the  South  began  to 
move  into  Michigan  they  started 
to  establish  churches.  The  Meth- 
odists were  among  the  first  to 
begin  preaching  and  the  Meth- 
odist circuit  rider  became  well 
known.  At  the  present  time, 
Michigan  ranks  as  the  fourth 
state  in  the  United  States  for 
number  of  denominations  within 
its  borders;  it  is  exceeded  only 
by  Illinois,  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Brethren  in  Michigan 

The  Brethren  did  not  seriously 
begin    settlement    in    Michigan 


until  shortly  before  the  time  of 
the  Civil  War.  John  Wise  of 
Pennsylvania  describes  a  jour- 
ney he  made  through  Michigan 
in  1863.  He  and  some  compan- 
ions traveled  by  carriage  and  by 
foot  from  home  to  home  across 
the  state.  When  they  could  find 
a  half  dozen  Brethren  families 
at  one  place,  they  "tarried"  for 
several  days  of  preaching.  He 
summed  up  the  spiritual  condi- 
tion of  the  state  by  saying  that 
the  Brethren  were  doing  very 
well  in  establishing  themselves 
on  farms  and  in  homes  but  their 
spiritual  condition  was  cold. 
However,  after  these  days  of 
worshiping  together,  they  were 
much  warmed  and  often  sepa- 
rated with  tears,  he  stated.  The 
Brethren  in  Michigan  requested 
that  the  Brethren  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Pennsylvania  send 
them  preachers  so  that  they 
could  establish  churches  of  their 
own. 
The  names  of  some  of  these 


early  Brethren  who  came  into 
Michigan  are  common  in  early 
Brethren  history.  They  are: 
Long,  Smith,  Miller,  Warner, 
Williams,  Mote,  Speicher,  Hahn, 
Fike,  Weimer,  Garver,  Ritten- 
house,  Fisher,  Cosner,  Bollinger, 
Barnhart,  Sower,  Pobst,  Ulery, 
and  so  on.  The  name  Ulery  has 
been  famous  in  Michigan  history 
from  its  beginning  and  J.  Edson 
Ulery  has  become  in  effect  the 
father  of  the  Michigan  churches. 
The  first  church  to  be  built  was 
the  Thornapple  church  in  1870. 
The  Brethren  in  Michigan 
began  to  write  leters  to  their 
fellow  Brethren  explaining  the 
advantages  of  Michigan  —  cli- 
mate and  country.  In  the  early 
1900's  the  Brethren  population 
began  to  increase  rather  rapidly 
and  one  after  the  other  the 
churches  of  Michigan  were  built. 
At  present  there  are  about 
twenty-eight  churches  within  the 
state  though  three  of  them  be- 
long to  other  state  districts.  The 


District  of  Michigan  is  well  or- 
ganized and  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan are  very  warmhearted  and 
have  a  great  sense  of  family  kin- 
ship as  a  district. 

The  Grand  Rapids  Church 

In  the  early  1900's  the  Breth- 
ren in  Michigan  began  to  move 
from  the  country  to  the  cities. 
A  number  of  them  moved  into 
Grand  Rapids.  At  varying  times 
ministers  from  Thornapple,  Elm- 
dale,  Woodland  and  other 
churches  went  in  to  preach  for 
them  in  private  homes  or  in 
schoolhouses.  In  1910  Miss  Sarah 
Long  was  employed  by  the  dis- 
trict mission  board  to  open  a 
Sunday  school  in  Grand  Rapids- 

The  Sunday  school  became  so- 
successful    that   the   call   for   a; 
minister    was    pressed.     George 
Culler  was  the  first  minister  to 
assume  work  at  Grand  Rapids". 
His  was  followed  by  John  Mish- 
ler    and    then    by    C.    Walter 
Warstler.     The  church  building 
was  constructed  in  1913  and  ded- 


The  church  is  not  the  only  place 
I  can  see  my  God  face  to  face. 
I  see  him  as  the  waves  dash  on  shore, 
I  hear  him  in  the  ocean's  roar 
I  see  him  in  the  ocean's  blue. 

And  the  deep  blue  sky  as  the  stars  shine  through. 
I  see  him  in  the  dawn  of  each  new  day; 
And  know  God  will  bless  if  he  leads  the  way. 
I  see  God  in  the  smiles  of  those  I  meet. 
And  the  friendly  handclasps  of  those  I  greet. 
I  saw  God  as  I  watched  the  group  in  Bible  hour. 
As  they  bowed  their  heads  for  the  blessing  of  power. 
That  comes  from  hearts  humbled  God's  blessings  to 
receive. 

I  think  those  who  say  there  is  no  God, 
Through  mountain  paths  have  never  trod; 
They  have  never  seen  the  soft  moonlight 
Make  its  path  of  gold  across  the  ocean's  might; 
They  have  never  seen  a  Chinese  Christian's  face. 
As  with  other  missionaries  she  takes  her  place. 

I  saw  Him  as  through  great  cities  we  passed 

And  saw  the  myriads  of  lights  through  the  darkness 

cast; 
I  saw  the  great  power  God  gave  to  man. 
As  the  highways  through  tunnel  after  tunnel  ran; 
I  saw  the  great  God-given  talents  that  God  did  send. 
Used  in  the  building  of  the  great  Horse  Shoe  Bend. 

So  there  is  a  God,  our  Father  strong  and  true. 
And  this  land  and  sea  our  Father's  world,  too. 
And  so  let  my  prayer  be,  as  through  life  I  go, 
"Lead  on,  O  King  Eternal"!    Lead  on  that  I  may 
follow. 


At  Annual  Conference 

Bertha  Lautzenhiser  Haag 

1949  Annual  Conference  was  the  inspiration  for  this  poem 


Conference  is  not  only  a  time  for  inspirational  meet- 
ings and  business  but  also  for  renewing  friendships 
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icated  in  July  of  that  year. 
Others  who  have  served  as  pas- 
tors in  Grand  Rapids  are:  E.  F. 
Caslow,  Roy  Miller,  C.  L.  Wil- 
kins,  Albert  Smith,  H.  D.  Mi- 
chael, S.  B.  Wenger,  W.  C.  Sell, 
F.  D.  Anthony,  Van  B.  Wright, 
Harold  S.  Chambers,  Kenneth 
Long,  C.  H.  Cameron.  At  the 
present  time,  R.  C.  Wenger  is 
pastor.  The  membership  is  given 
as  178.  All  indebtedness  on  the 
property  was  paid  in  1942. 

Grand  Rapids,  the  Convention 

Crossroads  of  America 

Grand  Rapids  says  of  itself 
that  for  half  a  century  it  has 
been  entertaining  conventions, 
and  that  with  each  year  it  learns 
how  to  entertain  them  better. 
Many  groups  which  have  held 
conventions  at  Grand  Rapids 
come  back  for  subsequent  meet- 
ings. 

The  city's  success  as  a  conven- 
tion city  has  been  made  possible 
because  of  the  Civic  Auditori- 
um, which  was  opened  in  1933. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  modern 
and  convenient  auditoriums  to 
be  found  in  America.  It  is  lo- 
cated centrally  and  within  just 
a  few  blocks  of  sufficient  hotel 
housing  for  at  least  3,000  guests. 
Last  year  more  than  22,000  vis- 
itors from  every  state  in  the 
Union  and  from  twenty  foreign 
countries  availed  themselves  of 
the  attractions  offered  at  Grand 
Rapids. 

The  civic  building  contains 
within  itself  three  auditoriums 
with  seating  space  for  5,700,  800 
and  200  persons  respectively.  It 
has  eight  committee  rooms  with 
seating  for  from  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred people  and  has  44,000 
square  feet  of  exhibition  space. 
Its  great  hall  will  seat  5,700  per- 
sons without  difficulty. 

Grand  Rapids  hopes  that  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  will  en- 
joy its  Annual  Conference  in  the 
city's  great  convention  hall  this 
year  and  that  they  will  be  back 
for  future  conventions  in  Michi- 
gan's convention  city. 


What  Kind  of  a  World  Church? 


Wilbur  R.  Hoover 

Pastor,  Enders.  Nebraska 
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THE  great  Amsterdam  as- 
sembly of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  is  now  history. 
Churchmen  who  were  at  Am- 
sterdam returned  home  full  of 
high  purpose  and  strong  convic- 
tion. They  are  saying  that  di- 
vision among  Protestants  is  sin. 
They  are  affirming  the  high  aim 
of  Amsterdam,  "We  intend  to 
stay  together,"  and  are  seeking 
to  write  this  slogan  large  before 
the  whole  of  Protestant  Chris- 
tianity. A  number  of  commun- 
ions are  already  in  the  process 
of  organic  union  and  many  are 
exploring  the  possibility. 

To  most  of  us  it  does  seem 
that  Protestantism  is  too  divided 
and  that  we  do  have  too  many 
denominations.  It  may  be  that 
American  Protestantism  is  too 
sectarian.  However,  while  we 
may  rightly  deplore  the  sectari- 
anism which  is  narrow  and 
unyielding  and  myopic,  we 
must  affirm  that  sectarianism 
in  its  historical  sense  is  a  re- 
spected word  in  church  history. 
The  revolutionary  thrust  of  the 
sect  has  been  responsible  for 
many  of  the  radical  changes 
for  the  better  in  the  Christian 
church.  Sect,  used  in  its  histori- 
cal sense,  does  not  mean  a  nar- 
row, unrealistic  and  unchanging 
attitude  towards  the  revelation 
of  God  in  Jesus,  but  the  revolu- 
tionary, the  fresh,  the  new,  the 
radical.  Indeed,  it  has  been  true 
that  the  little,  naive,  politically 
powerless  sect  has  been  used  of 
God  to  blast  the  comfortable,  or- 
ganizationally integrated  church 
into  change  so  that  his  high  pur- 
poses might  be  realized. 

This  sectarian  thrust  has  al- 
ways been  marked  by  at  least 
a  partial  tension  with  the  world, 
emphasis  upon  lay  Christianity, 
personal  achievement  in  ethics 
and  religion,   a   radical  fellow- 


ship of  love,  an  uneasiness  about 
the  authority  of  the  state,  acts  of 
love  and  goodwill,  and  the  ap- 
peal to  the  New  Testament  or 
the  primitive  church.  Many  of 
these  marks  have  been  evident 
in  Brethren  history.  The  radical 
love  ethic  and  the  appeal  to  the 
primitive  church  produced  the 
Brethren  forms.  The  Brethren 
have  been  sectarian  in  their  or- 
igin, and  have  remained  so 
throughout  much  of  their  his- 
tory. 

One  of  the  central  tenets  of 
the  Brethren,  and  one  which  we 
too  often  ignore,  is  the  com- 
mitment to  new  truth,  to  the  de- 
sire to  be  constantly  open  to  new 
light.  We  ought  to  continue  to 
study  the  New  Testament  and 
the  records  about  Jesus  in  order 
that  we  might  find  the  highest 
truth  about  him  and  follow  him 
since  he  is  the  center  of  our 
faith.  Opponents  of  sectarianism 
are  correct  in  their  assertion  that 
the  sectarian  thrust  must  be 
purged  of  self-righteousness  and 
pride.  We  have  not  yet  arrived. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Breth- 
ren should  assess  each  move- 
ment, even  the  ecumenical 
movement,  in  the  light  of  Jesus 
and  the  truth  he  sheds.  If  Breth- 
ren can  best  perform  their  his- 
toric role  of  making  Jesus  and 
his  work,  in  life  and  on  the  cross, 
the  center  of  their  faith,  and  if 
they  can  express  that  faith  in 
the  simple  ritual  he  observed 
with  an  organically  united 
church,  then  the  writer  feels 
that  the  Brethren  should  take 
steps  toward  organic  union  with 
other  Protestants. 

However,  at  this  point  in  his- 
tory it  seems  that  the  movement 
toward  organic  union  in  Prot- 
estantism may  be  unrealistic  in 
that  it  tends  to  be  initiated  from 
the  top  down.    The  local  com- 


munities  have  a  long  way  to 
go  in  their  desire  for  unity  and 
for  common  expression  of  the 
faith.  Again,  it  seems  unrealistic 
in  that  the  primitive  church  had 
unity  in  diversity,  and  it  seems 
that  our  present  campaign  for 
organic  union  tends  too  much 
toward  union  by  and  through  or- 
ganization. The  New  Testament 
or  primitive  church  was  not 
concerned  much  with  organiza- 
tional patterns.  They  were  con- 
cerned about  witnessing  for  Je- 
sus. They  never  grew  tired  of 
telling  about  him,  what  he  did 
and  what  he  said.  Their  unique 
relationship  with  him  was  ex- 
pressed in  the  Brotherhood 
meetings  and  in  the  observance 
of  the  Agape.  The  will  to  be 
united  should  be  in  evidence 
among  the  churches,  but  this 
writer  feels  that  a  prior  will 
should  be  the  will  to  follow  and 
obey  Jesus.  While  references  are 
often  made  to  the  prayer  of 
Jesus,  "That  they  may  be  one," 
his  way  seems  to  be  lost  in  the 
more  feverish  desire  that  we  be 
united.  Finally,  we  have  not  yet 
learned  how  democratic  this  or- 
ganic union  will  be.  What  would 
be,  for  example,  the  fate  of 
individual  right  of  belief,  of  ana- 
baptism,  of  pacifism,  of  lay 
participation  in  such  a  church? 
How  united  can  a  world  church 
be,  without  enforcing  unity  of 
belief  in  doctrine  and  practice? 
I  believe  that  if  Jesus  were 
here  today  he  would  want  the 
churches  to  co  -  operate.  He 
would  want  us  to  be  brotherly 
and  loving.  He  would  want  us 
to  work  together.  I  don't  believe 
he  would  be  too  much  concerned 
about  a  strong,  well-integrated, 
apostolically  ordained  organiza- 
tion, one  which  would  be  a  po- 
litical match  for  the  Church  of 
Rome  or  the  state.  Rather,  one 
is  moved  to  assert  that  he  would 
once  again  ask  us  to  obey  his 
commandments,  to  follow  him  in 
humble  service.  I  do  not  think 
he  would  have  much  to  do  with 
chancels  and  undercrofts,  stained 
glass    and    incense.     He    might 
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The  Class  of  1950 


Rufus  D.  Bowman 

President    of    Bethany    Biblical    Seminary 


THE  class  of  1950  numbers  thirty- 
nine.  Twenty-six  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Divinity,  six  the 
Master  of  Religious  Education,  and 
one  the  Master  of  Theology  degree 
from  the   Seminary.    Two  received 


the  Bachelor  of  Sacred  Literature 
and  four  the  two-year  certificate 
from  the  Bible  Training  School.  The 
thirty-nine  graduates  include  nine 
Mennonites. 
The  thirty  Brethren  graduates  in- 


even  take  those  whom  he  would 
challenge  aside  to  an  upper 
room,  or  a  basement  room  and, 
taking  a  towel,  would  wash  their 
feet;  he  might  eat  a  common 
meal  with  them,  and  then  take 
bread  and  break  it,  and  wine  and 
bless  it,  and  he  might  say,  "This 
is  my  body.  .  .  .  This  is  my  blood. 


.  .  .  Do  these  things  in  remem- 
brance of  me." 

It  is  our  hope  that  there  will 
be  a  place  for  the  sectarian 
thrust  within  the  emerging 
world  church,  and  that  we  might 
find  room  in  our  hearts  and  in 
our  fellowships  for  Christians 
who  are  not  sectarian. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Malachi  Pleads  for  Wholehearted  Religion 
Malachi 


Real  religion   means   brotherhood 

Malachi  stands  as  a  bridge  be- 
tween the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
Its  writer  presented  a  slight  fore- 
taste of  the  emphasis  which  Christ 
would  uplift  when  he  came. 

He  writes  a  great  deal  about 
brotherhood.  "Have  we  not  all  one 
father?"  he  asks.  "If  so,  then  why 
do  we  deal  unfairly  with  each 
other?"  He  was  disturbed  by  class 
stratification  which  was  growing 
among  the  Jews.  It  hurt  him  to  see 
some  of  his  own  people  defrauding 
and  unjustly  using  other  of  his  fel- 
low Jews.  This  was  a  denial  of  real 
religion.  Moreover,  it  was  a  denial 
of  the  teachings  of  the  sacred  writers 
and  of  the  laws  of  God.  He  foretold 
the  day  when  Jesus  would  say, 
"Love   your   neighbor   as   yourself." 

Will  a   man  rob   God? 

Malachi  was  concerned  too  that 
the  followers  of  God  should  fulfill 
their  stewardship  to  God.  He  said 
that  the  Jews  had  been  unfaithful 
stewards  of  the  blessings  with  which 
God  had  surrounded  them. 


In  this  day,  we  have  robbed  God 
in  the  same  manner.  We  have  given 
vast  sums  for  armaments  and  war, 
for  luxury  and  lust,  for  crime  and 
alcohol.  We  have  given  only 
pittances  for  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Will   a  man  rob  God?    They  did 
in  the  days  of  Malachi;  we  are  still 
robbing  him. 
A    Savior   is   coming 

At  the  end  of  the  Old  Testament 
the  writer,  Malachi,  pointed  forward 
to  God's  redemption  through  Jesus 
Christ.  "A  Savior,"  he  said,  "is 
coming  and  he  shall  turn  the  hearts 
of  the  fathers  to  the  children  and 
the  children  to  their  fathers. 
Brotherhood  will  grow.  Men  will 
love  God;  they  will  love  one  an- 
other." 

The  hope  and  prophecy  of  Malachi 
are  only  partly  fulfilled.  If  we  will 
heed  the  words  of  the  Savior  whom 
he  foretold  and  live  in  his  spirit  then 
Malachi's  hopeful  ending  of  the  Old 
Testament  can  reach  fulfillment. 
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Front  row  (lefl  to  right):  Wilma  Schrag,  David  Markey,  Marian  Markey,  Ernest  Munizing,  Margaret  Munizing, 
Glenn  Kinsel,  Helen  Kinsel,  Evelyn  Boyer,  Lillian  Good;  middle  row:  Charlotte  Craun,  Glenn  Garner,  Margaret 
Garner.  Ralph  Martin,  Helen  Martin,  Wilmer  Crummett,  Thelma  Crummett,  Lowell  Zuck;  back  row:  Esther 
Meyers,    Robert    Mays,    Joyce    Mays,    Mervin    Cripe,    Connie    Cripe,   Daniel    Blickensiaff,   Mabrye    Blickenstaff. 

Lloyd  Evans 


elude  twenty  young  ministers  who 
are  entering  pastoral  service,  two 
who  will  serve  Brethren  colleges, 
and  two  who  will  continue  educa- 
tional work.  Of  the  five  Brethren 
women,  one  will  enter  foreign  mis- 
sionary service,  and  four  will  serve 
the  church  at  home. 

A  brief  statement  follows  covering 
the  Bible  Training  School  graduates. 
Robert  H.  Teegarden  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Sacred  Literature  de- 
gree. He  spent  several  years  in 
Bethany  Bible  Training  School  and 
is  now  a  ministerial  student  in 
McPherson  College.  Evelyn  Mae 
Boyer  and  Lillian  Ramona  Good 
have  spent  the  last  two  years  in 
Bethany  Training  School.  They  are 
consecrated  to  local  church  service. 
Lloyd  E.  Evans  served  the  Ladoga 
church  while  attending  Bethany.  He 
is  interested  in  further  educational 
training  and  in  pastoral  service. 
A.  Lee  Kendall  came  to  Bethany 
after  some  years  of  experience  in 
business  and  in  the  pastorate.  He 
has  been  called  to  serve  the  Fernald 
church  in  Iowa. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Brethren 
graduates  who  received  the  Bachelor 
of  Divinity  degree. 

Daniel  L.  Blickenstaff  is  the  son 
of  Levi  and  Martha  E.  Blickenstaff. 
His  home  congregation  is  the  Oakley 
church,  111.  Mrs.  Maybre  Taylor 
Blickenstaff  comes  from  the  Platts- 
burg  church,   Mo.    They   have   two 
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daughters,  Josephine  and  Martha 
Mae.  Bro.  Blickenstaff  graduated 
from  McPherson  College  in  1945.  He 
held  several  pastorates  in  the 
Western  Region  before  coming  to 
Bethany.  During  the  first  two  years 
in  the  Seminary  he  served  as  week- 
end pastor  at  Muskegon,  Mich.  Bro. 
Blickenstaff  has  served  the  church 
in  Sunday-school  work,  summer 
camp  leadership,  and  in  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  schools.  The  Blickenstaffs 
plan  to  enter  pastoral  service. 

Ervin    Frederick    Block,    son    of 

Frederick  J.  Block  and  Anna 
Drenttel  Block  of  Nicollet,  Minn., 
graduated  from  Macalester  College, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  the  class  of  1947. 
He  is  married  to  Ethel  Virginia  May, 
daughter  of  Perry  B.  and  Irene 
Armstrong  May  of  Catlett,  Va.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Linda  May, 
nearly  two  years  old.  Bro.  Block 
was  licensed  and  ordained  by  the 
Nokesville  church,  Va.  He  spent  one 
summer  in  the  work  camp  at  the 
Hopewell  church,  Va.,  and  one  sum- 
mer in  pastoral  work  at  the  Holly- 
wood church,  Va.  He  has  been 
called  to  the  First  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Kingsport,  Tenn. 

Paul  Stanley  Bowman  is  the  son 
of  Ora  B.  and  Altha  Bookwalter 
Bowman.  He  comes  from  the  Happy 
Corner  church,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Nadine 
Bowman  is  the  daughter  of  Roy  and 
Kathleen  Davis  Brown  of  Mountain 
Grove,  Mo.  Paul  graduated  from 
Manchester  College  in  1946.  During 
the  summers  of  1943  and  1944,  he 
served  the   Cando  church,   N,  Dak. 


Following  his  graduation  from  col- 
lege he  served  as  field  representa- 
tive for  Manchester  College  until  he 
entered  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
On  June  1,  1950,  he  will  begin  his 
work  as  alumni-student  secretary  for 
Manchester  College.  The  Bowmans 
have  one  son,  Dale  Eugene  Bowman, 
born  Aug.  24,  1948. 

Mervin  Aldean  Cripe  is  the  son  of 
Clarence  R.  and  Edith  Cripe  of 
Goshen,  Ind.  His  home  congregation 
is  the  Rock  Run  church,  Ind.  Mrs. 
Constance  Marie  Cripe  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Walter  and  Ada  Carter 
Dewese  of  Gauley  Bridge,  W.  Va. 
Mervin  and  Constance  Marie  both 
graduated  from  Bridgewater  College 
in  1947.  They  served  summer 
pastorates  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  and 
Swan  Creek,  Ohio.  Bro.  Cripe  con- 
tinued to  serve  the  Swan  Creek 
church  during  his  senior  year.  They 
are  beginning  full-time  pastoral 
service  with  this  church  the  first  of 
June.  One  daughter,  Marian  Gayle 
Cripe,  age  seven  weeks,  graces  their 
home. 

Wilmer  Quenlin  Crummett,  son  of 

Pinckney  and  Bessie  Crummett,  was 
born  in  Moyers,  W.  Va.,  in  1919.  He 
received  his  A.B.  degree  from 
Bridgewater  College  in  1941.  From 
1941  to  1947  he  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Pocahontas  congregation  of 
Second  Virginia.  He  was  president 
of  Pocahontas  County  (W.  Va.) 
Council  of  Churches  for  three  years. 
In  1942  he  was  married  to  Thelma 
Leona  Pugh,  daughter  of  Elder  and 
Sister  J.  W.  Pugh  of  Boyer,  W.  Va. 


Front  row  (left  to  right):  Floyd  Emrick,  Mildred  Emrick,  Richard  Wenger,  Marjorie  Wenger,  Dale  Gibboney, 
Edna  Gibboney,  Paul  Fike.  Ella  Mae  Fike;  middle  row:  Glenn  Slauffer,  Mary  Slauffer,  William  Eicher,  Elsie 
Eicher,  Paul  S.  Bowman,  Nadine  Bowman,  John  Johnson,  Pauline  Johnson;  back  row:  Kenneth  Hartman, 
Grace     Hartman,     Ervin     Block,     Ethel     Block,     Donald    Holsopple,    Mary    Etta    Holsopple,   Daniel    Holdeman, 

Myrtle  Holdeman  Photos  by  Wayne  Lawson 


She  has  taken  work  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  West  Virginia  and  Bethany 
Bible  Training  School.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Anita  Dawn,  born  in 
1949.  He  is  an  ordained  elder  and 
is  entering  the  pastorate  at  Bassett, 
Va.,  July  1. 

William  Clyde  Eicher,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Clyde  Eicher,  is  from  the  Mt. 
Joy  congregation,  Pa.  Mrs.  Elsie 
Ruth  Eicher  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  A.  Williard  of  the 
Fraternity  congregation,  N.  C.  Wil- 
liam graduated  from  Manchester 
College  in  1946.  Mrs.  Eicher  at- 
tended Bethany  Bible  Training 
School  for  the  last  two  years.  Bro. 
Eicher  served  in  two  summer 
pastorates,  the  Reading  congrega- 
tion, Ohio,  in  1948  and  the  Worden 
and  Maple  Grove  congregations,  Wis. 
in  1949.  During  his  senior  year  at 
Bethany,  Bro.  Eicher  was  week- 
end pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove 
congregation,  111.  The  Eichers  will 
begin  pastorial  work  in  the  Summit 
congregation,  Va.,  on  July  1. 

Floyd  C.  Emrick  comes  from  the 
Castine  church  of  Southern  Ohio. 
He  graduated  from  Manchester  Col- 
lege in  1940.  Mrs.  Mildred  Emrick 
is  the  daughter  of  Charles  R.  (de- 
ceased) and  Hazel  Kasserman  of 
Verona,  Ohio.  Bro.  Emrick  comes 
to  the  pastorate  from  a  rich  experi- 
ence in  business  and  in  high  school 
teaching.  The  Emricks  spent  one 
summer  in  the  North  Bethel  church, 
Mo.  They  plan  to  serve  the  Owl 
Creek  church,  Ohio,  following  grad- 
uation. 


Paul  Henry  Fike,  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Albert  Fike,  came  from 
the  Peach  Blossom  congregation,  Md. 
Mrs.  Ella  Mae  Fike  is  the  daughter 
of  Elder  and  Sister  Phares  Forney  of 
the  East  Petersburg  congregation, 
Pa.  Paul  graduated  from  Man- 
chester College  in  1947.  While  in 
college  he  served  as  part-time  pastor 
of  the  Wabash  church,  Ind.  During 
the  summer  of  1949  he  served  the 
Michigan  City  church,  Ind.  The 
Fikes  have  accepted  the  pastorate 
of  the  Sams  Creek,  Edgewood  and 
Beaver  Dam  churches,  Md.  One  son, 
David  Albert  Fike,  aged  six  months, 
brings  joy  to  their  home. 

Glenn  Scott  Garner  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  Y.  Garner  of 
Westminster,  Md.  His  home  church 
is  Meadow  Branch,  Md.  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Mae  Garner  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Schmidt 
of  Swanton,  Md.  Mrs.  Garner  gradu- 
ated from  Bridgewater  College  in 
1946  and  Glenn  in  1947.  The  Garners 
have  one  daughter,  Nancy  Lynn, 
born  March  4,  1950.  During  his 
senior  year  in  college,  Bro.  Garner 
served  the  Front  Royal  and  Brown- 
town  churches  of  Northern  Virginia. 
During  the  summer  of  1948  he 
served  the  Meadow  Branch  church, 
Md.  The  Garners  have  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Grottoes  and 
Pleasant  Hill  churches,  Va. 

Dale  Edward  Gibboney  is  from 
the  Troy  church,  Ohio.  He  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ezra  K.  Gib- 
boney (both  deceased).  Mrs.  Edna 
Marie  Gibboney  is  the  daughter  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Craig  of 
Bremen,  Ind.  Dale  and  Edna  Marie 
graduated  from  Manchester  College 
in  1946.  Bro.  Gibboney  served  in 
summer  pastorates  at  the  Marble 
Furnace,  the  Strait  Creek,  the  Read- 
ing churches,  Ohio.  He  also  served 
as  part-time  pastor  of  the  Center 
church,  Ind.,  during  1947-48,  and  of 
the  Defiance  church,  Ohio,  during 
1949.  The  Gibboneys  have  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  the  Reading  and 
Freeburg  churches,  Ohio. 

Daniel  Cleophas  Haldeman  is  from 
the  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 
He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  M.  and 
Ruth  E.  (deceased)  Haldeman.  Mrs. 
Myrtle  Nancy  Haldeman  is  the 
daughter  of  J.  Frank  (deceased)  and 
Katie  S.  Long.  Daniel  graduated 
from  Elizabethtown  College  in  1947 
and  Myrtle  in  1948.  Bro.  Haldeman 
served  summer  pastorates  in 
Salkum,  Wash.,  and  Spring  Run, 
Pa.  The  Haldemans  have  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  the  Hollidaysburg 
church,  Pa.,  and  will  begin  their 
work  the  first  of  June.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Nancy  Joanne,  aged 
two  years. 

Kenneth  Irving  Hartman  is  from 
the  Live  Oak  church,  Calif.  He  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  S.  Hart- 
man. Mrs.  Grace  Gertrude  Hartman 
is  the  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  George  H.  Keeny  of  Logan- 
ville,  Pa.  Mrs.  Hartman  attended 
Bethany  Bible  Training  School  in 
1942.   Kenneth  graduated  from  Ash- 
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land  College  in  1947.  He  served  the 
Shiloh  church,  W.  Va.,  during  the 
summer  of  1943.  While  attending 
Ashland  College,  the  Hartmans 
served  the  Maple  Grove  church, 
Ohio,  from  February  1944  to  May 
1947.  Since  September  1948,  Bro. 
Hartman  has  been  student  pastor  of 
the  Lafayette  church,  Ind.,  and  will 
continue  in  full-time  service  after 
June  1.  The  Hartmans  have  two 
children,  Stefan,  aged  five  years;  and 
Dawn,  aged  nineteen  months. 

Donald  Galen  Holsopple  is  the 
son  of  Elder  Quincy  A.  and  Kathren 
Royer  Holsopple.  Mrs.  Mary  Etta 
Holsopple  is  the  daughter  of  Elder 
Walter  C.  and  Merl  (deceased)  Stine- 
baugh.  Mary  Etta  graduated  from 
Manchester  College  in  1945  and 
Donald  from  Juniata  in  1948.  Donald 
spent  three  and  one-half  years  in 
Civilian  Public  Service,  and  served 
as  summer  pastor  in  Minot,  N.  Dak. 
in  1948.  Mary  Etta  taught  public 
school  music  for  three  years  follow- 
ing graduation  from  college  and 
during  the  last  two  years  at  Bethany 
has  served  as  minister  of  music  at 
the  First  church,  Chicago.  The 
Holsopples  plan  to  enter  pastoral 
service. 

John  Wesley  Johnson  is  the  son 
of  Pearley  and  Bertha  Johnson  of 
Ashland  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Pauline 
Virginia  Johnson  is  the  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Emma  Peffer  (de- 
ceased). Both  John  and  Pauline  are 
from  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Ohio. 
John  graduated  from  Ashland  Col- 
lege in  1948.  Pauline  took  special 
work  in  Ashland  College  and 
Seminary.  Bro.  Johnson  served  the 
Union  Ridge  church,  Iowa,  during 
his  senior  year  at  Bethany  and  will 
continue  in  full-time  service  after 
graduation.  They  have  two  children, 
Irene,  aged  twelve  years,  and  Ray- 
mond, aged  seven  years. 

Glenn  Eugene  Kinsel,  son  of 
Eugene  O.  and  Ethel  Kinsel  of  Mc- 
Veytown,  Pa.,  comes  from  the  Spring 
Run  congregation,  Pa.  Mrs.  Helen 
Louise  Kinsel  is  the  daughter  of 
Lloyd  D.  and  Alta  Laushey  of  Lan- 
caster, Pa.  Helen  graduated  from 
Elizabethtown  College  in  1946  and 
Glenn  in  1947.  Helen  has  also 
taken  Seminary  work  at  Bethany. 
Bro.  Kinsel  served  as.  student  pastor 
of  the  Baugo  church,  Ind.,  from  June 
1948  to  July  1949.  The  Kinsels  are 
entering  pastoral  service  in  the 
Eastern  Region.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Martha  Fae,  nine  months 
old. 


David  Jonathan  Markey  is  the  son 
of  Elder  David  H.  and  Alice  R. 
Markey  of  Johnstown,  Pa.  Mrs. 
Marian  Markey  is  the  daughter  of 
Milton  L.  and  Esther  Shaub  of 
Lincoln,  Pa.  Both  David  and  Marian 
graduated  from  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege in  1947.  Marian  has  taught  in 
public  elementary  schools  in  both 
Pennsylvania  and  Illinois.  David 
has  been  active  in  student  activities 
in  college  and  seminary,  serving  as 
president  of  the  Elizabethtown  Col- 
legue  Student  Christian  Movement 
and  of  the  Bethany  Student  Council. 
The  Markeys  have  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Carlisle  church,  Pa., 
and  will  begin  their  service  in 
September. 

Ralph  Blaine  Martin  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Martin  of 
Oakland,  Md.  He  comes  from  the 
Maple  Spring  congregation,  W.  Va. 
Mrs.  Helen  Marie  Martin  is  the 
daughter  of  Elder  and  Sister  Perry 
R.  Hoover  of  Custer,  Mich.  Helen 
graduated  from  Manchester  College 
in  1945  and  Ralph  in  1947.  Ralph 
spent  two  summers  in  pastoral  work 
in  the  Willow  Creek  church,  S.  Dak., 
two  years  as  student  pastor  at  the 
Bethel  Center  church,  Ind.,  and  two 
years  as  student  pastor  at  the  Chip- 
pewa Valley  church,  Wis.  The 
Martins  will  begin  pastoral  work  at 
the  Rice  Lake  church,  Wis.,  on  June 
1.  They  have  one  son,  Dennis  Blaine 
Martin,  aged  three  years. 

Robert  Glenn  Mays  is  the  son  of 
Mr.   and   Mrs.   Frank   Glenn   Mays. 


Mrs.  Joyce  Marie  Mays  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Mettie  Hulse  (father  de- 
ceased). Both  Robert  and  Joyce  are 
from  the  Denver  Church,  Colo. 
Robert  graduated  from  McPherson 
College  in  1945  and  Joyce  in  1946. 
Robert  served  the  Minot  church, 
N.  Dak.,  during  the  summer  of  1945. 
The  Mays  served  two  years  in  Italy 
under  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, 1946-48.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1949,  Robert  engaged  in 
peace  education  work  for  the 
Western  Region.  Following  gradua- 
tion the  Mays  will  move  to  Mc- 
Pherson, Kansas,  where  Bro.  Mays 
will  serve  McPherson  College  as 
alumni  secretary  and  work  in  the 
field  of  student  solicitation  and 
student  placement.  They  have  one 
son,  John  Glenn,  two  years  old. 

Ernest  Edward  Munizing  is  the 
son  of  William  Henry  and  Ada  Belle 
Muntzing  of  Maysville,  W.  Va.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Early  Muntzing  is  the 
daughter  of  Abram  M.  (deceased) 
and  Cora  Gertrude  Early  of  Rock- 
ingham, Va.  Bro.  Muntzing  gradu- 
ated from  Bridgewater  College  in 
1931.  He  attended  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  during  the  academic  years,  1947- 
48  and  1948-49.  Mrs.  Muntzing  at- 
tended Bridgewater  College  for  two 
years,  attended  one  summer  term 
at  the  University  of  Virginia,  two 
terms  at  Madison  College,  Va.,  and 
taught  in  public  schools  for  six  years. 
Ernest  Muntzing  has  had  a  rich  ex- 
perience in  business  in  the  general 
field   of  insurance  and  investment. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


A   Prayer  for  Teachers 

F.  C.  Neumann 

Elizabethtown  College 

OLORD  of  learning  and  of  learners,  help  us  to  be  guides  into 
unborn  tomorrows.  We  have  put  conformity  to  old  customs 
above  curiosity  about  new  ideas.  O  Lord,  forgive  us  when  we 
have  schooled  our  children  to  be  clever  competitors  in  this  profit-ridden 
world  instead  of  helping  them  to  become  creative  co-operators  in  the 
making  of  a  world  where  there  is  no  worship  of  new  cars  and  no  hate 
for  the  so-called  enemy. 

O  Lord,  help  us  teachers  to  teach  our  students  not  what  to  think, 
but  how  to  think.  Help  us  to  free  their  minds  from  any  kind  of  prejudice. 
Help  us  to  be  more  interested  in  the  problems  and  struggles  of  our 
living  friends  and  enemies  than  in  documents  and  formulas.  Help  us 
to  realize  that  we  cannot  teach  anybody  anything  without  referring  to 
thee.  Help  us  to  see  that  all  facts  are  dead  until  they  are  related  to 
thee  and  to  thy  universe.  Help  us  to  realize  that  chemistry  or  French 
has  no  deeper  meaning  unless  and  until  it  is  related  to  thee.  Help  us, 
O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  to  realize  that  education  is,  after  all,  more, 
far  more,  than  an  accumulation  of  credits,  but  that  it  is  the  attempt  to 
make  ourselves  at  home  in  thy  creation  ruled  by  love  and  harmony. 
May  we  be  shepherds  of  the  spirit  as  well  as  masters  of  the  mind. 
Give  us,  O  Lord  of  learners,  a  sense  of  the  divinity  of  our  teaching  and 
studying  profession.   We  ask  this  in  Christ's  name.  Amen. 


He  spent  eight  successful  years  in 
evangelistic  work,  1939  to  1947.  The 
Muntzings  plan  to  enter  pastoral 
service  in  the  Southeastern  Region. 
They  have  three  children,  Joyce 
Elaine,  aged  fifteen  years;  Eleanor 
Jean,  aged  ten  years;  and  Ernest 
Early,  aged  five  years. 

Glenn  Eugene  Stauffer  is  the  son 
of  Harvey  and  Agnes  Stauffer 
(mother  deceased).  He  is  from  the 
Pleasant  Hill  congregation,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Mary  Stauffer  is  the  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Elmer  Pepple. 
Bro.  Stauffer  graduated  from  Man- 
chester College  in  1939.  He  held  two 
summer  pastorates:  one  at  the  Oak- 
ley church,  111.,  in  1948,  and  the  other 
at  the  Oneonta  church,  Ala.,  in  1949. 
The  Stauffers  plan  to  enter  rural 
pastoral  work.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, Martha  Joan,  born  July  20, 
1945,  and  Carolyn  Mae,  born  May  11, 
1947. 

Richard  Carl  Wenger  is  the  son  of 

Levi  and  Emma  Wenger  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  from  the  Lititz  congre- 
gation. Mrs.  Marjorie  Wenger  is  the 
daughter  of  Cecil  and  Jeannette 
Brower  of  California.  Marjorie  is 
from  the  Santa  Ana  congregation. 
Richard  graduated  from  Elizabeth- 
town  College  in  1948,  and  Marjorie 
was  a  student  at  Elizabethtown  from 
1945  to  1947.  Richard  served  as 
summer  pastor  in  Greene  County, 
Va.,  in  1948.  The  Wengers  plan  to 
enter  full-time  pastoral  service. 
They  have  on%'  son,  Richard 
Charles  Wenger,  aged  eight  months. 

Lowell  Hubert  Zuck  is  the  son  of 

A.  W.  Zuck  of  Ephrata,  Pa.  He  is 
from  the  Ephrata  congregation. 
Lowell  graduated  from  Elizabeth- 
town  College  in  1947.  He  held  sum- 
mer pastorates  in  East  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  in  1947,  in  Westminster,  Md.,  in 
1948,  and  in  the  Willow  Creek 
church,  S.  Dak.,  in  1949.  Lowell 
plans  to  take  further  graduate  work 
next  year  in  the  field  of  social  ethics 
and  theology  before  entering  full- 
time  church  service. 

Charlotte  Kathleen  Craun  is  the 

daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Craun  (mother  deceased).  She  is 
from  the  Waynesboro  church,  Va. 
Charlotte  graduated  from  Mary 
Baldwin  College,  Staunton,  Va.,  in 
June  1944.  She  was  very  active  in 
her  local  church,  teaching  in  the 
church  school,  directing  vacation 
church  schools  and  serving  on 
boards  and  committees.  After 
graduation  Charlotte  plans  to  enter 
full-time  church  service. 

Esther  Ellen  Meyers  is  the  daugh- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.   Zeller,   Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear    Counselor, 

I  have  a  problem  on  which  I  feel 
I  must  have  some  help;  so  I  have 
decided  to  write  to  you  about  it. 
Several  incidents  have  come  to  my 
notice  recently  of  husbands  and 
wives  I  have  known  in  the  past 
who  have  separated  after  they  had 
lived  together  for  many  years  and 
their  children  are  grown.  To  me  this 
is  tragic,  but  I  can  understand  and 
sympathize  a  bit.  My  wife  has  been 
a  perfect  housekeeper  and  wife  for 
thirty  years,  but  she  has  one  serious 
fault  which  seems  to  be  growing  on 
her  and  that  is  nagging.  I  love  her 
still,  but  the  nagging  is  becoming 
increasingly  hard  to  put  up  with 
and  I  sometimes  wonder  whether 
or  not  we  can  hold  out  through  the 
sunset   years    of    our   life    together. 

A  Harassed  Husband. 
Dear  Friend, 

To  me  there  is  only  one  thing 
more  beautiful  than  the  radiant 
faces  of  a  bride  and  groom  and  that 
is  the  peaceful,  contented  faces  of  a 
man  and  wife  who  have  made  a  suc- 
cess of  their  marriage  and  are  cele- 
brating their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary. It  is  indeed  tragic  when 
the  sacrament  of  marriage  is  set 
aside  just  when  the  couple  should 
be  entering  its  most  precious  and 
enjoyable  years. 

You  do  have  a  problem,  for  noth- 
ing breaks  the  essential  spiritual 
quality  of  companionship  like 
nagging.  This  is  a  habit  which,  as 
you  say,  grows  on  a  person  if  not 
dealt  with  definitely. 

You  might  have  a  heart-to-heart 
talk  with  her,  since  you  have  prob- 


ably more  than  passed  the  half-way 
mark  of  your  married  life  and 
should  take  an  inventory,  or  check 
on  each  other  and  encourage  each  to 
point  out  the  good  traits  in  the  other 
which  he  or  she  would  like  to  have 
carried  on  into  the  sunset  years;  you 
should  also  point  out  the  undesirable 
qualities  which  should  be  dropped 
or  weeded  out  for  the  greater  happi- 
ness of  these  later  years.  It  might 
be  that  you  would  discover  she  had 
some  real  reasons  for  her  critical 
attitude  or  she  might  discover  how 
much  her  nagging  is  hurting  your 
happiness  and  hers. 

Glenn  Clark  broke  his  wife  of 
constantly  bringing  up  her  concern 
over  their  financial  situation  by  sud- 
denly breaking  one  of  their  good 
china  cups.  She  was  completely 
shocked,  but  he  calmly  told  her  he 
planned  to  break  a  cup  every  time 
she  mentioned  it.  She  soon  entirely 
gave  up  the  habit  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  both.  This  method  is 
rather  drastic.  Another  method  has 
been  the  agreement  to  charge  a 
penalty  of  some  kind  every  time  the 
nagging  occurs. 

If  you  find  all  methods  fail,  then 
let  me  suggest  that  you  change.  It 
has  been  said  that  love  keeps  no 
account  of  grievances.  Keep  your 
thoughts  on  the  fine  and  good  quali- 
ties of  your  wife  and  let  the 
criticisms  pass — that  is,  after  you 
have  checked  carefully  to  see  that 
you  do  not  deserve  them.  With  the 
grace  from  above  which  we  all  need 
to  make  a  success  of  this  most  won- 
derful of  relationships  you  can  make 
these  years  the  most  glowing  of  all. 


ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Meyers  of 
Fresno,  Calif.  She  graduated  from 
La  Verne  College  in  1939  and  fol- 
lowing that  she  taught  in  public 
schools  of  Fresno  County,  Calif.,  for 
five  years.  Esther  has  had  a  rich 
experience  in  church  work.  She  was 
editor  of  the  Northern  California 
District  News  Bulletin,  1942-48,  and 
supervising  teacher  of  weekday 
religious  education  for  the  Oakland 
Council  of  Churches,  Oakland,  Calif., 
1944-48.  She  wrote  two  units  of 
study  for  the  Brethren  Cycle  Graded 
lessons,  junior  division,  and  has 
been  active  in  local  church  and 
summer  camp  work.  This  summer 
she  will  marry  Orlin  Frey,  graduate 
of  the  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary, 


and  they  will  enter  the  parish  min- 
istry of  the  Mennonite  Church. 

Wilma  Catherine  Schrag  is  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Schrag.  She  comes  from  the  Hickory 
Grove  church,  Ohio.  Wilma  gradu- 
ated from  Manchester  College  with 
the  diploma  course  in  1933  and 
from  Bowling  Green  State  Univer- 
sity in  1942.  She  spent  two  years  in 
Ecuador  under  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission.  Wilma  has  consecrated 
her  life  to  missionary  service,  and 
plans  to  teach  in  the  Hill  Crest 
school  in  Jos,  Northern  Nigeria, 
West  Africa. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


BROTHERHOOD  FUND 

Goal   $672,000 

Progress  toward  achievement  of  the  seven- 
month  goal  reflects  the  concern  of  the  church 
to  complete  all  work  approved  at  the  Ocean 
Grove  Conference.  As  this  reaches  Messenger 
readers,  the  Brotherhood  will  be  considering 
prayerfully  the  task  at  hand  in  the  light  of 
material  and  spiritual  resources.  We  should 
be  much  in  prayer  for  those  who  seek  to 
crystalize  great  purposes  into  a  program  for 
the  church  that  will  flow  out  to  bless  mankind. 
Christ  would  have  us  move  upward  and  on- 
ward, with  a  world  concept  of  our  task. 

Cumulative  receipts  May  31,  1950— $125,222 


Charles  Zunkel  has  changed  his  address  in  Elgin,  111., 
to  158  Wilcox  Ave.,  the  location  of  his  new  home. 

Hunlsdale  church  will  hold  its  Bible  institute  on 
July  2  instead  of  July  7,  as  previously  announced. 

Another  ship  brought  twenty  more  displaced  persons 
to  New  York  with  consignments  to  New  Windsor  and 
the  Brethren.  The  total  at  New  Windsor  was  then 
fifty-two. 

Calls  for  Brumbaugh's  History  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church  come  to  the  Publishing  House.  If 
anyone  has  a  copy  of  this  book  which  he  would  like 
to  sell,  please  write  Brethren  Publishing  House,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  IU. 

The  office  of  the  National  Service  Board  for  Re- 
ligious Objectors  has  been  moved  to  1000  Eleventh  St., 
N.  W.,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Any  letters  to  the  board 
or  the  executive  secretary,  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  should 
be  sent  to  that  address. 

The  Brethren  students  at  the  Medical  College  of 
Virginia  in  Richmond  had  a  prayer  fellowship  meeting 
recently  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Myers;  Bro. 
James  L.  Houff,  pastor  of  the  Hopewell  and  Richmond 
congregations,  was  the  leader  of  the  meeting.  The 
prayer  fellowship  was  well  attended  by  the  students 
of  the  medical  college. 

Sterling  church.  111.,  will  hold  a  rededication  service 
on  Sunday,  July  9.  It  will  also  be  a  home-coming  and 
anniversary  observance.  The  principal  speaker  for  the 
occasion  will  be  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  president  of 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  The  congregation  would 
be  happy  to  see  former  pastors,  members  and  friends. 
There  will  be  a  fellowship  luncheon  at  noon. 

John  A.  McKay,  president  of  the  International  Mis- 
sionary Council  and  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
is  urging  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  Communist 
regime  in  China.  He  points  out  that  missionary  activity 
has  not  been  disrupted  there  and  that  the  new  regime 
in  China  is  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the  Chinese 
people  to  have  more  say  in  their  own  government.  Their 
support  of  the  new  regime,  he  says,  has  grown  out  of 
their  disillusionment  with  the  Nationalist  government. 
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Jesse  E.  Bowser,  formerly  of  Sidney,  Ohio,  has 
changed  his  address  to  4162  Gardendale  Ave.,  Dayton, 
Ohio.   Will  his  correspondents  please  note? 

Recently  ordained  to  the  ministry  were  Brother 
and  Sister  Jack  Kline  in  the  West  Eel  River  church, 
Ind.,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Monroe  Sizemore  in  the 
Flat  Creek  church,  Ky. 

After  enjoying  a  delightful  vacation  in  Florida,  an 
Illinois  couple  remitted  a  check  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
for  an  amount  equal  to  what  the  vacation  cost  them. 
They  wrote:  "We  believe  Brethren  Service  should  have 
a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  our  month's  vacation."  We 
commend  this  action  to  other  vacationers  and  to  all 
Brethren. 

The  Brotherhood  budget  figure  of  $1,137,000  in  Bro. 
George  L.  Detweiler's  article  in  last  week's  Messenger 
should  have  appeared  as  $1,152,000.  Since  the  Brother- 
hood approved  a  change  of  the  fiscal  year,  seven  twelths 
of  that  sum,  or  $672,000,  is  the  total  need  in  this  change- 
over period  ending  Sept.  30,  1950.  Our  apology  goes  to 
Bro.  Detweiler  for  an  error  not  of  his  making. 

The  Mother  of  the  Year  has  been  selected  by  the 
American  Mothers  Committee  as  a  yearly  tradition.  This 
year  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bender  Cloud  of  West  Linn,  Oregon, 
was  chosen.  She  is  the  first  Indian  to  be  chosen  for 
this  honor.  She  taught  school  among  the  Blackfoot 
Indians  in  Montana,  graduated  from  Hampton  Institute, 
Va.,  and  later  was  married  to  Dr.  Cloud,  a  full-blooded 
Indian.    They  have  four  daughters. 

Donald  F.  Hursh,  pastor  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  puts 
the  following  statement  in  his  church  bulletin:  "Wise 
parents,  should  you  give  your  children  an  allowance, 
and  if  so,  how  much  and  under  what  arrangements? 
For  an  answer  to  this  problem,  which  faces  all  parents, 
read  The  Family  Counselor  column  in  your  recent 
Gospel  Messenger  (May  20).  Be  sure  to  read  this 
column  every  week;  it  is  only  one  of  the  many  helpful 
features  of  your  church  paper." 

Clyde  E.  Weaver  of  Elizabethtown  College,  Pa., 
writes  to  call  attention  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to 
some  significant  recent  events  in  the  news.  He  believes 
that  our  decision  to  develop  an  H-bomb  is  a  tragic 
decision  and  will  cut  us  off  from  the  moral  leadership 
of  the  world.  He  believes  that  McMahon's  proposal  in 
Congress,  that  we  set  ourselves  to  do  good  in  the  world 
and  that  we  set  aside  sufficient  money  to  achieve  it,  is 
a  far  better  use  of  our  money  than  to  put  it  into  destruc- 
tive bombs.  Bro.  Weaver  suggests  we  write  to  our  con- 
gressmen, encouraging  them  when  they  are  right  as  well 
as  discouraging  them  when  they  are  wrong. 

Floyd  E.  Bantz,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  writes  that  in  a  recent  city-wide  census  seventy- 
one  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  dis- 
covered who  had  never  made  themselves  known  to 
the  local  church.  He  believes  this  same  sort  of  thing 
prevails  in  other  cities  and  makes  the  following  sug- 
gestions: The  minister  of  the  church  from  which  a 
family  moves  should  write  to  the  pastor  of  the  church 
to  which  they  are  going,  giving  their  names  and  new 
address.  The  welcoming  pastor  should  call  on  the  people 
at  once  and  inform  the  home  pastor  that  they  have 
arrived.  The  home  pastor  should  write  them  a  letter 
urging  them  to  attend  the  church  nearest  their  new 
home. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Sister  Irena  Shuler  of  California  inserted  a  statement 
in  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  which  she  was  seeking  for 
the  address  of  an  old-time  friend.  She  heard  from  her 
friend  the  week  following  the  insertion  of  the  state- 
ment in  the  Messenger.    She  wrote  to  thank  us. 

Five  churches  in  Southern  Pennsylvania — Huntsdale, 
Mt.  Olivet,  Newville,  Perry  and  Ridge — will  hold  an 
outdoor  Sunday  school  and  morning  worship  service 
at  Big  Spring  state  park  on  Sunday,  June  25.  There 
will  be  three  classes  for  the  Sunday-school  hour;  Bro. 
Cyrus  Krall,  pastor  of  the  Newville  church,  will  preach 
the  morning  sermon.  The  offering  will  go  to  Brethren 
Service  work.  The  time  is  10:00  (D.S.T.)  for  Sunday 
school  and  11:00  (D.S.T.)  for  morning  worship. 

Brotherhood  Fund  giving,  undesignated,  enables  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  to  fulfill  all  program  items 
in  the  budget  as  approved  by  Conference.  Nevertheless, 
many  groups  have  found  project  giving  spiritually 
stimulating  as  well  as  productive  of  greater  financial 
returns  in  some  instances.  It  is  for  this  reason,  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  secretary  has  prepared  four  new 
lists  of  interesting  projects  from  program  objectives 
of  the  four  commissions.  Address  your  request  for  one 
or  more  of  these  lists  to  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Dept.  2,  22  South  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  have  been 
as  follows:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Bergman  of  Tulare,  Calif., 
Mrs.  Ethel  Ward  of  Litchfield,  Nebr.,  Nancy  Lee 
Younger  of  Elgin,  Carl  Flory  of  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
Jean  Raeder  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  Everett  G.  Beck- 
man  of  Sabraton,  W.  Va.,  Nancy  Boose  of  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  Mary  Jo  Howell  of  Walteria,  Calif.,  Olin  J.  Mason 
of  Broadway,  Va.,  Dennis  Rupel  of  Riverside,  Calif., 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Lichty  .of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Harbaugh  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Cecelia  Hineline  of 
Elgin,  LaDema  Pollworth  of  Elgin,  111.,  Donald  Keller 
of  Boscabel,  Wis.,  Elisabeth  S.  Bowers  of  Waynesboro, 
Pa.,  and  Alicia  Harkins  of  Elgin. 

Manchester    College 

The  closing  of  school  activities  of  Manchester  Col- 
lege extended  from  May  12  with  the  junior-senior 
reception  to  May  29,  commencement  day.  On  Saturday 
evening,  May  27,  there  was  held  the  usual  alumni 
banquet  with  a  program  and  address  by  Dr.  J.  Russell 
Bright,  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1930.  On  Sunday 
afternoon,  a  reception  was  given  in  the  social  room  of 
Oakwood  Hall  for  parents  and  guests  visiting  the 
college.  On  Sunday  evening,  the  baccalaureate  services 
were  held  in  the  auditorium.  The  sermon  was  given 
by  President  Schwalm.  On  Monday  morning  Bishop 
Hazen  G.  Werner  of  the  Ohio  area  in  Columbus  gave 
the  commencement  address  on  Majoring  in  a  Minor. 

Two  hundred  thirty-three  students  received  their 
Bachelor  degrees  at  this  time.  This  is  at  least  fifty  more 
than  have  ever  received  them  from  the  college  at 
commencement.  Fifty-one  received  their  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degrees  and  one  hundred  eighty-two  received 
Bachelor  of  Science  degrees. 

The  college  also  granted  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Science  degree  at  this  commencement  to  Paul  J.  Flory 
of  Cornell  University,  a  graduate  from  Manchester 
with  the  class  of  1931.  Dr.  Flory,  the  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Ezra  Flory,  has  distinguished  himself  in  scientific 
researches  in  the  field  of  paper  chemistry. 


Another  feature  of  our  commencement  occasion  was 
a  message  of  greeting  by  J.  Roy  Blough,  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  who  is  now  professor  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  has  recently  been  appointed 
as  one  of  the  three  economic  advisors  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Dr.  Blough  graduated  from  Man- 
chester College  in  1921.  We  are  proud  of  his  achieve- 
ments. Manchester  College  now  has  representatives 
in  the  United  Nations  in  the  persons  of  A.  W.  Cordier 
and  David  Blickenstaff;  and  in  the  State  Department  in 
the  person  of  James  Reber;  and  in  the  counsels  to 
the  President  in  the  person  of  J.  Roy  Blough. 

Manchester  will  have  at  least  nine  of  her  graduates 
going  to  Bethany  Seminary  this  year  with  a  few 
not  Brethren  who  will  be  attending  other  seminaries. 
A  number  of  our  students  have  secured  assistantships 
or  fellowships  in  other  graduate  schools  for  next  year. 

Paul  S.  Bowman,  a  graduate  from  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  this  year,  will  be  joining  the  field  staff  at 
Manchester  College  beginning  June  1.  His  duties  will 
lie  chiefly  in  the  field  of  admissions,  student  recruiting 
and   alumni   relations. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  will  hold  a  summer  ex- 
tension school  at  Manchester  College  from  July  31  to 
Aug.  12.  R.  H.  Miller  and  Jesse  Ziegler  will  be  the 
faculty  members  teaching  this  school. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  in  the  Mason  Cove  church, 
Va.,  July  6-16. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Woodbury 
church,  Pa.,  July  16-30. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Canadian  churches,  June  27 — July  19. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Cedar 
church,  Iowa,  June  20-26. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Zion  church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Union  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sunnyslope  church,  Wash. 

Three  baptized  in  the  East  Nimishillen  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  and  eight  reconsecrated  in  the  Nocona  church 
Texas. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Huntsdale 
church,  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Nine  baptized  and  ten  reconsecrated  in  the  West  Nimishillen 
church,  Ohio. 

Six  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the  Leam- 
ersville  church,  Pa. 

Twenty-five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Un- 
iontown  church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the 
Salunga  church.  Pa. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  twenty-four  received  by  letter  in  the 
Staunton  church,  Va. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Cedar 
Rapids  church,  Iowa. 

Seventeen  baptized  and  twenty-three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Washington  church,  D.  C. 

Two  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  three  received  by 
letter  in  the  Bradford  church,  Ohio. 

Eight  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  two  received  by 
letter  in  the  Fredericksburg  church,  Iowa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  18 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Malachi  Pleads  for  Wholehearted  Re- 
ligion.— Malachi.  Memory  Selection:  Have  we  not  all  one  father? 
hath  not  one  God  created  us?  why  do  we  deal  treacherously 
every  man  against  his  brother,  profaning  the  covenant  of  our 
fathers?   Mai.  2:10. 

CBYF  Topic  for  June,  Story  of  Our  Church. 
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1  RECEIVED  word  last  June  that 
I  was  accepted  as  a  herdsman  to 
help  take  a  shipment  of  milk 
goats  to  Okinawa  with  approximate- 
ly seventy-five  days  en  route.  I  left 
by  bus  July  9  to  report  at  Ft.  Mason, 
Calif.,  on  July  13. 

On  July  15  on  board  ship  I  met 
the  other  four  herdsmen  who  were 
to  help  care  for  the  310  goats.  Only 
one  of  the  group  had  ever  milked 
a  goat  before  the  trip  started.  We 
had  175  goats  to  milk  each  day.  This 
meant  hard  work  for  the  ones  who 
could  milk  the  fastest,  and  it  put  a 
Yale  graduate  to  feeding,  watering 
and  bedding  the  goats  while  the  rest 
of  us  spent  all  our  leisure  time  on 
milk  stools  and  walking  to  the  edge 
of  the  ship,  leaving  a  white  streak 
of  milk  in  the  Pacific  from  San 
Francisco  to  Okinawa.  We  con- 
sidered it  impossible  to  save  the 
forty  to  fifty  gallons  of  milk  which 
we  robbed  the  goats  of  each  day. 

We  were  forced  to  land  Sunday 
morning,  July  31,  at  Naha,  rather 
than  at  Buckner  Bay,  because  the 
typhoon  had  done  so  much  damage 
to  the  piers  at  Buckner  Bay.  We 
saw  dozens  of  Japanese  and  Ameri- 
can ships  sunk  at  Naha  and  hun- 
dreds of  barges  ashore  on  the  island 
waiting  for  salvage  operations. 
These  were  war  damage. 

As  soon  as  the  ship  docked  a 
hundred  or  more  Okinawans 
swarmed  over  the  ship  to  unload  the 
goats  and  other  cargo,  which  con- 
sisted of  cold-storage  vegetables, 
meats,  etc.,  for  the  army. 

We  ate  at  the  military  govern- 
ment headquarters,  where  all  of- 
ficers of  the  military  government 
ate.  All  privates  and  noncommis- 
sioned officers  ate  at  another  mess 
hall  several  blocks  away. 

Each  officer  had  a  maid  furnished 
by  the  government.  The  maids  were 
paid  $8.50  to  $11.00  a  month,  which 
was  very  small  beside  the  $300 
to  $500  per  month  received  by  the 
officers.  Some  homes  had  two  maids 
or  a  maid  and  a  man  to  take  care  of 
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the  cleaning,  laundry  and  other 
housework.  The  American  women 
seem  to  be  ladies  of  leisure,  and 
many  of  them  declared  a  wish  to 
bring  the  servants  along  to  the 
States  when  they  return. 

The  Okinawa  people  practically 
all  live  in  small  villages  of  grass- 
covered  houses,  which  are  placed  so 
closely  together  that  a  small  fire  can 
become  very  destructive.  A  house 
can  be  put  up  in  a  week  by  a  man 
and  his  family. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  family 
may  be  seen  trudging  up  the  hill 
and  out  to  the  paddies  where  they 
work  hard  all  day.  I  understood  that 
the  rice  crop  was  destroyed  by  the 
typhoon,  yet  many  people  were 
putting  out  rice  plants  in  their 
water-filled  paddies.  Each  family 
has  one-half  acre  to  two  and  one- 
half  acres  of  ground  to  raise  the  food 
for  the  family  for  a  year.  Two  to 
three  crops  are  harvested  each  year. 
The  main  crops  are  rice  and  sweet 
potatoes.  Some  very  large  radishes 
are  pickled  for  winter  use.  Some 
bananas  are  grown  on  the  island. 

When  we  landed  I  felt  I  was  in 
another  world,  a  dream,  and  a  bad 
dream  at  that.  It  was  not  uncommon 
to  see  boys  picking  up  cigarette 
stubs  and  pocketing  them,  either  to 
be  smoked  later  or  rewrapped  and 
sold.  Cigarettes  are  worth  $1.00  per 
pack  there.  Cigarettes  are  rationed 
among  American  personnel,  and  al- 
most every  one  of  the  Americans 
smoke,  men,  women  and  high  school 
students. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Aug.  2,  we 
were  allowed  a  pickup  truck  to 
deliver  goats  to  their  destinations. 
We  first  took  a  trunkful  of  clothing 
to  the  pastor  of  Shuri.  The  concrete 
church  had  stood  high  on  a  hill.  It 
had  been  destroyed  by  bombing  and 
gunfire.  Windows  and  framework 
had  been  destroyed  and  the  roof 
had  been  blown  off,  several  holes 
were   in   the   concrete   ceiling.    The 


congregation  was  cleaning  up  the 
yard  and  planning  to  build  again. 
We  were  invited  in  for  tea.  We  sat 
down  on  a  two-by-six  plank  on 
trestles  and  were  each  given  some 
bitter  flavored  water  and  small 
puffed-rice  balls.  The  people  were 
very  gracious  and  very  thankful. 

After  taking  pictures  we  went 
over  to  a  district  hospital  which 
had  been  damaged  severely  by  the 
typhoon.  They  took  care  of  three 
hundred  patients  per  day;  very  few 
were  bedded  in  these  Quonset 
structures.  Most  of  the  patients 
were  carried  in  each  day.  The  head 
doctor  stated  that  their  greatest 
needs  are  penicillin  and  sulfa  drugs. 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  children 
along  the  street  to  wave  their  hand 
and  say,  "Hello,"  as  we  Americans 
drove  past.  We  always  answered 
back  in  the  same  way.  Hello  and 
good-by  are  English  words  which 
many  Okinawa  children  know. 
There  were  450,000  people  on 
Okinawa  before  the  war,  now  there 
are  540,000;  there  is  twenty  per  cent 
less  tillable  land  to  support  the 
people.  There  were  100,000  goats 
on  the  island  before  the  war — now 
only  2,000  remain,  mostly  meat 
goats.  The  people  of  Okinawa  are 
not  accustomed  to  drinking  milk; 
many  have  never  tasted  milk. 

We  packed  Tuesday  evening  and 
boarded  the  Gen.  Buckner  on 
Wednesday  morning,  headed  for 
Japan.  We  arrived  Friday  and 
toured  Yokohama  a  little  while  Fri- 
day afternoon.  We  visited  the 
Church  World  Service  headquarters, 
a  relief  organization. 

On  Saturday  we  took  the  train 
into  Tokyo  and  visited  the  church 
of  Kagawa.  He  is  a  well-known 
Japanese  Christian,  who  attended 
Princeton  University  for  two  years. 
He  happened  to  be  in  his  home 
church  that  Sunday,  and  we  got  his 
picture.  He  has  about  forty-five 
churches  under  his  care. 

We  arrived  back  in  San  Francisco 
on  Aug.  18,  just  one  month  and  three 
days  from  the  time  we  had  set  sail 
on  the  Tradewind. 


The  following  axe  some  testi- 
monies gathered  from  "goatherds" 
and  relief  workers  concerning  Oki- 
nawa. They  were  compiled  and  sub- 
mitted by  J.  J.  Handsaker,  Portland. 
Oregon. 

Robert  H.  Smith,  representative  of 
Church  World  Service  and  Licensed 
Agencies  for  Relief  in  Asia  on 
Okinawa,  says,  "I  have  never  seen 
a  country  so  devastated  and  I  am 
inclined  to  say  that  none  exists." 
The  capital  city  of  Naha,  population 
65,000,  is  not  even  rubble — the 
rubble  is  ground  into  powder.  This 
modern  city  has  not  been  rebuilt, 
and  the  survivors,  business  and  pro- 
fessional people  as  well  as  ordinary 
folk  now  live  in  shacks  of  the 
flimsiest  type.  Their  factories, 
schools  and  churches  shared  the 
common  fate.  Their  flocks  .  and 
herds  were  destroyed  while  the 
people  helplessly  looked  on  at  a 
war  in  which  they  had  no  part  in 
beginning  or  ending. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Moloney,  a  national 
psychiatrist,  in  describing  the  results 
of  the  war  says:  "Only  the  Jews  in 
Europe  suffered  more  from  the  war. 
Okinawan  casualties  matched  those 
of  the  Japanese  army  there;  100,000 
of  the  400,000  on  the  island  were 
killed.  Entire  families  were  an- 
nihilated, homes  blasted  to  bits, 
crops  destroyed.  Ninety  per  cent  of 
the  survivors  were  displaced  per- 
sons, homeless  in  mud  and  hunger 
and  polluted  water." 

The  walls  of  some  of  their 
churches  still  stand  but  windows 
and  doors  are  gone  and  roofs  shat- 
tered. In  twenty-five  such  houses  of 
worship  and  in  thatched  huts  the 
pastors  of  the  Christian  Association, 
the  United  Church  of  Okinawa, 
carry  on.  The  church  has  made  a 
fifty  per  cent  gain  since  the  war 
and  many  candidates  await  instruc- 
tion before  baptism.  The  boys  who 
went  in  person  to  deliver  goats  to 
the  pastors  came  away  greatly  im- 
pressed with  their  sacrificial  spirit. 
"You  could  easily  see  the  pastor's 
family  needed  every  drop  of  milk 
the  goats  would  give,  yet  we  know 
that  the  babies  and  the  ill  of  the 
parish  will  receive  a  part  of  the 
life-saving  fluid,"  says  one.  The 
same  boy  left  a  goat  with  an  old 
lady  for  her  pastor  who  was  not  at 
home  Her  response  was,  "I  love 
God,"  and  Jack  replied,  "The  folks 
who  sent  the  goats  love  God,  too." 

Perhaps  the  most  concrete  illus- 
tration the  boys  brought  back  of 
physical  human  need  is  the  fact 
that  only  about  four  babies  out  of 
ten,  owing  to  lack  of  milk,  survive 
their  first  eight  months.    The  boys 


declare  the  presence  of  an  army  of 
occupation  of  bored  young  men  with 
little  opportunity  for  relaxation  and 
entertainment  as  being  other  than 
an  agency  for  moral  uplift. 

What  are  the  needs  of  Okinawa? 
Everything.  It  is  the  land  of  100% 
hunger.  "Okinawa  has  been  greatly 
neglected  since  the  war  and  the 
people  are  in  a  pitiable  condition," 
says  Kagawa  of  Japan.  No  food  is 
more  welcome  than  goat  milk  and 
meat,  a  large  part  of  the  living  of 


the   island   people    before    the    war. 

Spiritually,  they  need  their 
churches  rebuilt  and  equipped.  For 
the  immediate  present  they  beg  for 
Bibles,  a  Japanese-English  edition 
published  in  Japan  at  fifty  cents 
being  the  most  popular. 

By  December  25,  the  approximate 
sailing  date  of  the  last  Okinawa 
goat  ship,  there  was  completed  the 
shipment  of  the  2,750  goats,  for 
which  the  army  agreed  to  furnish 
transportation. 


THANKS   FOR  OUR  GOATS 


Jack  Rough 

Chicago,  Illinois 


I  WAS  walking  down  a  dusty  road 
on  the  southern  island  of  Japan 
last  December  when  I  noticed  a 
group  of  buildings  near  the  beach 
of  Hakata  Bay.  My  interpreter  told 
me  that  this  was  an  orphanage 
where  a  large  number  of  orphans 
from  the  city  of  Fukuoka  and  the 
surrounding  area  lived.  Some  of 
them  were  orphans  before  the  war 
and  others  had  lost  their  parents  as 
a  result  of  American  bombings. 

We  went  in  and  looked  around, 
and  I  got  quite  a  surprise  to  find  an 
enclosure  with  five  well-groomed 
goats  in  it.  When  we  asked  about 
the  goats  we  found  that  they  were 
some  of  the  animals  sent  to  Japan 
by  the  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion.  As  a  former  Brethren  Service 


worker,  it  gave  me  great  delight  to 
be  thanked  by  the  director  of  the 
school,  who  asked  that  the  thanks 
be  passed  on  to  those  who  made  the 
gift  possible. 

The  director  told  me  that  there 
are  about  200  children  in  his  institu- 
tion and  that  milk  is  needed  badly 
but  is  quite  expensive.  He  said  the 
five  goats  they  had  received  gave 
them  a  fine  start  on  the  herd  they 
desired  to  build.  Certain  of  the  older 
boys  have  the  responsibility  of 
taking  care  of  these  goats.  These 
boys  groom  them  and  care  for  them 
much  as  many  of  our  Brethren 
young  people  take  care  of  their  4-H 
stock.  The  entire  school  seemed 
happy  with  their  "five  walking  mes- 
sages of  goodwill  from  America. 


Some  of  the  younger  children   of   the  Japanese  orphanage   with  two  of  their  teachers 
stand  in  front  of  the  goat  cage  to  say,  "Thank  you,"  for  the  Brethren  service  gift 
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Tfie  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


1950-51  PROGRAM  GUIDE 
CALENDAR    part  i 


OCTOBER     1 950 

Stewardship  Emphasis  Month  of  October 

Religious  Education  Week Sept.  24 — Oct.     1 

Rally  Day  Oct     1 

World  Communion   Sunday    Oct.     1 

World  Order  Sunday Oct.  22 

World  Temperance  Sunday  . .   Oct.  29 

Reformation   Sunday Oct.  29 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 
Youth  Program  Topic:    Exploring  the  Bible. 
World  Order  Sunday  is  an  opportunity  to  emphasize  the 
need   for   world   organization   for    peace.     Sermons, 
discussion    panels,    or    other    special    programs    are 
appropriate. 
Consider  using  World  Temperance  Sunday  to  promote 
a  program  of  alcohol  education  that  will  come  to  a 
climax  in  pledges  for  total  abstinence  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  Lent. 
An   emphasis    on   Christian   stewardship   is    traditional 
during   this    month.     Order    attractive    leaflets    and 
texts   for   instructing   all    ages.     Make   use    of   out- 
standing audio-visual  aids. 
Plan  for  home  visitation  of  all  homes  of  children  in  the 

church  school. 
Secure  a  date  for  a  B.  V.   S.  youth  caravan  in  your 

church  sometime  during  the  year. 
The  United  Evangelistic  Advance  continues  through 
Dec.  31,  1950.  City-wide  preaching  missions  will  be 
held  in  these  closing  months.  The  local  church 
should  use  to  the  full  this  community  emphasis 
in  evangelism. 

NOVEMBER     1950 

World  Peace  Emphasis Month  of  November 

World  Community  Day Nov.     3 

Men  and  Missions  Sunday  Nov.  12 

Home  Missions  Offering    Nov.  19 

Thanksgiving    Nov.  23 

ACTIVITIES  AND  PLANS 
Youth  Program  Topic:  Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 
Many  churches  follow  the  tradition  of  making  November 
World  Peace  Month.  A  Sunday  evening  School  of 
Peace  for  all  age  groups  is  excellent.  Julian  Griggs' 
study  guide,  Tell  Me  What  You  Really  Think,  will 
be  available. 
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Will  you  have  a  part  in  planning  the  activities 
of  your  local  church  for  the  year  1950-51?  If  so,  you 
will  soon  want  to  meet  with  other  leaders  in  outlining 
the  church  calendar  for  the  year  beginning  in  Octo- 
ber. (Did  you  know  the  Brotherhood  fiscal  year 
now  corresponds  with  the  church  year,  Oct.  1  to 
Sept.  30,  observed  by  many  of  the  churches?) 

Some  churches  find  it  a  good  plan  to  have  the 
church  cabinet  meet  to  integrate  the  schedule  of 
activities,  so  that  the  interests  of  all  groups  within 
the  church  will  be  considered  and  that  each  group 
will  be  able  to  plan  its  program  in  harmony  with 
the  others. 

The  1950-51  PROGRAM  GUIDE  CALENDAR  has 
been  prepared  to  help  in  the  projection  of  these 
plans.  We  hope  you  will  find  it  a  useful  tool.  This 
calendar  will  be  mailed  in  leaflet  form  to  several 
leaders  in  each  local  church;  additional  copies  will 
be  available  free  on  reguest  of  the  Christian  Edu- 
cation Commission. 

On  these  Local  Church  pages  there  will  appear 
from  week  to  week  materials  intended  to  give 
further  suggestions  and  guidance  relating  to  the 
local  church  program. 

Next  week,  with  the  second  section  of  this 
calendar,  will  be  listed  the  manuals  and  other 
supplementary  materials  prepared  for  local  de- 
partmental leaders. 


Your  women  should  be  asked  to  sponsor  the  observance 
of  World  Community  Day.  This  is  a  day  dedicated 
to  prayer  for  peace  and  a  consideration  of  the  "how." 
This  year's  theme  is  Love  Thy  Neighbor.  Write 
to  the  Department  of  Women's  Work. 

Lay  plans  for  promoting  the  campaign  that  will  raise 
the  Gospel  Messenger  subscriptions  to  50,000  in 
1951,  the  hundredth  anniversary  year  of  the  revival 
of  Brethren  printing.  Get  gift  subscriptions  for 
both  individuals  and  institutions. 

Review  Do  This  in  the  Month  of  column  in  Horizons 
for  the  last  six  months  for  ideas  on  youth  activities. 

Sponsor  a  craft  school  for  church  members  to  make  the 
gifts  they  give  for  Christmas. 

Arrange  for  church  school  teachers  to  observe  and 
confer  with  successful  teachers  in  surrounding 
schools  as  one  method  of  growth  in  service. 

An  increasing  awareness  of  our  churches  to  home 
mission  opportunities  should  be  cultivated.  Gen- 
erous support  of  the  Thanksgiving  Home  Missions 
offering  should  be  encouraged. 


DECEMBER     1950 

Universal  Bible  Sunday Dec.  10 

World-wide  Missions  Offering    Dec.   19 

Christmas    Dec.  25 

ACTIVITIES     AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:   Tremendous  Trifles. 

Plan  early  to  see  that  God's  interests  are  kept  in  mind 
in  all  Christmas  observances. 

Universal  Bible  Sunday  should  be  utilized  to  inaugu- 
rate an  effective  plan  for  year-around  Bible  reading 
in  every  home.  Send  your  offering  for  the  American 
Bible  Society  by  way  of  church  headquarters  so  as 
to  help  the  Brotherhood  Fund  at  the  point  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren's  annual  appropriation  to 
the  society. 

Welcome  the  New  Year  with  worship.  Hold  a  Watch 
Night  service. 

It  would  be  a  meaningful  experience  for  the  church 
to  secure  a  winterized  building  for  a  two-day  retreat 
to  look  at  the  new  year. 

JANUARY     1951 

School  of  Missions   Month  of  January 

Week  of  Prayer Jan.  7-14 

Youth  Week    Jan.  28— Feb.  3 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Islam. 

Order  materials  early  for  the  School  of  Missions  from 
the  Missions  Education  Department.  Don't  forget  to 
include  plans  and  material  for  children.  Topics: 
Islam,  especially  in  the  Near  East;  Toward  a 
Christian  Community — in  America. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  could  be  well  used  to  revitalize 
personal  prayer  life  and  church  group  prayer  ex- 
perience. Perhaps  a  clinic  on  prayer  could  be 
attempted. 

Your  church  membership  class  should  start  early  this 
quarter.  Easter  comes  on  March  25.  The  new 
manuals  for  the  teacher  and  pupils  should  be  ready 
for  your  use. 

Co-operate  with  the  youth  of  the  city  or  county  in  the 
observance  of  Youth  Week.  Wrte  to  the  Youth 
Department  for  the  theme,  manuals,  worship  pro- 
grams, etc. 

FEBRUARY     1951 

Brotherhood  Emphasis Month  of  February 

Christian   Education — 

Bethany  Seminary  Offering    Feb.     4 

Ash  Wednesday  (beginning  of  Lent) Feb.     7 

World  Day  of  Prayer Feb.     9 

Race  Relations  Sunday Feb.  1 1 

Commitment  Day  (for  total  abstinence)  ....   Feb.  1 1 

Brotherhood   Week    Feb.  11-17 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 
Youth  Program  Topic:    Christ  in  the  Fine  Arts. 
February  is  a  favorite  month  for  emphasis  on  interracial 
brotherhood.  A  day,  week  or  month  may  be  devoted 
to  it.   This  is  a  good  time  for  a  School  of  Race  Rela- 
tions on  Sunday  evenings. 
With  the  beginning  of  Lent  plans  should  already  have 
been  laid  for  effective  evangelism,  including  training 


in  personal  lay  evangelism,  recruiting  and  training 
of  church  membership  classes  and  evangelistic 
preaching,  climaxing  at  Easter. 

The  first  Sunday  of  Lent  has  been  set  aside  as  our 
Commitment  Day.  Every  church  should  consider 
a  series  of  studies  on  Right  Ways  of  Living  with 
an  emphasis  on  total  abstinence  as  part  of  total 
commitment  to  Christ.  Use  one  of  the  attractive  new 
Commitment  Day  posters.  (It  is  expensive;  put 
it  away  for  use  again  next  year.) 

A  serious  play  prepared  by  the  youth  group  could  be 
an  important  and  helpful  part  of  the  pre-Easter 
services. 


MARCH     1951 

Good  Friday March  23 

Easter     March  25 

Hour  of  Sharing  Offering 

(Interfaith)   Date  to  be  announced 

ACTIVITIES     AND     PLANS 

Youth   Program   Topic:     Modern    Crosses. 

Keep  your  evangelism  emphasis  strong  and  constant, 
using  every  known  resource,  climaxing  on  Easter. 
Plan  for  an  extended  emphasis  to  Pentecost  centering 
on  deepening  the  spiritual  life,  especially  for  new 
members. 

Study  summer  service  opportunities  for  youth  and 
young  adults  and  begin  building  interest  in  work 
camps,  camp  scholarships,   institutional  service,  etc. 

Although  The  Hour  of  Sharing  effort  is  interdenomina- 
tional, Brethren  gifts  go  to  Brethren  Service  relief 
and  rehabilitation  work. 

APRIL     1951 

National  Christian  College  Day    April     8 

Rural  Life  Sunday April  29 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Missions  on  Your  Doorstep. 

Present  the  case  for  your  church  college  on  April  8  in 
the  most  effective  way  you  can  devise. 

Rural  Life  Sunday  offers  a  great  opportunity  to  lift 
up  the  spiritual  values  in  rural  living  and  in  the 
rural  church.  More  Than  Bread  by  Frank  Herzel  is 
a  book  on  this  subject  well  worth  reading. 

The  missionary  committee,  in  co-operation  with  the 
church  cabinet,  should  plan  to  send  delegates  to 
missionary  institutes  and  schools  of  missions  in 
preparation  for  teaching  in  the  local  school  of 
missions  in  the  coming  year.  Missionary  institutes 
and  schools  are  held  by  interdenominational  groups 
at  Silver  Bay,  N.  Y.;  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Winona  Lake, 
Ind.;  Lake  Geneva,  Williams  Bay,  Wis.;  Chicago, 
111.;  and  doubtless  in  other  regions. 

Set  up  a  series  of  Sunday  evening  sings  using  the  new 
Brethren  Hymnal  and  the  youth  songster,  Come  Up 
Higher. 

No  later  than  April  pastors  and  youth  leaders  should 
begin  to  plan  for  their  congregation  to  be  represented 
in  work  camps  and  other  summer  service  activities; 
likewise  in  institutes  on  peace  and  social  problems. 
Watch  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  Horizons  for  dates 
and  details. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneiia  C.  Mow 


Some  missionaries 
are  trained  in  agri- 
culture and  on  the 
mission  field  set  up 
projects  for  soil  im- 
provement, for  im- 
proved methods  of 
farming,  for  intro- 
ducing new  foods, 
for  improving  cattle 
and    poultry    breeds 


Top:    Bam  at  the  Hsiang- 
tang    project,    China 

Bottom:       Plowing     waste 
land  at  the  same  project 


The  New  Missionary 


MISSIONARIES  now  sent  abroad 
by  American  and  Canadian 
Protestant  churches  are  more 
likely  to  be  teachers  and  technicians 
than  preachers  or  evangelists;  more 
are  college-trained  and  an  increas- 
ingly large  percentage  are  going  to 
Japan,  India  and  Latin  America.  The 
figures  show  an  evident  decrease  in 
the  number  of  missionaries  ordained 
as  ministers.  A  large  part  of  this 
decrease  was  ascribed  to  a  growing 
tendency  to  turn  leadership  of  new 
missionary  churches  over  to  native 
Christians,  while  missionaries  go 
about  technical  jobs  for  which  no 
local  leaders  are  available. 
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Greater  emphasis  is  placed  on 
training  new  missionaries  to  speak 
fluently  the  language  of  the  country 
in  which  they  will  work  and  to 
know  its  customs  and  culture.  All  of 
the  specialists  are  given  basic  train- 
ing in  interpreting  the  message  of 
Christ. 

The  largest  increase  in  any  cate- 
gory of  missionary  specialization 
between  1947  and  1948  was  in  educa- 
tion— from  192  to  294.  New  agricul- 
tural and  rural  specialists  increased 
from  7  to  17,  medical  personnel  from 
124  to  130.  New  classifications 
given  in  the  1948  table  included  28 
missionaries  specializing  in  social 
service,  10  in  literacy  and  literature, 
8  who  were  technical  and  industrial 


specialists.  Increasing  interest  in 
teachers  and  technicians  is  based 
partly  on  church  interest  in  the 
government  point-four  program  for 
developing  backward  areas;  partly 
on  a  need  existing  in  mission  fields 
for  technical  assistance  and  knowl- 
edge, according  to  Miss  Mildred 
Drescher,  acting  head  of  the  mis- 
sionary personnel  department  of  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  of 
North  America. 

Many  of  the  missionaries  now 
going  to  Japan  are  teachers,  re- 
sponding to  General  Douglas  Mac- 
Arthur's  call  for  missionary  help  in 
re-education.  The  total  has  risen 
spectacularly  from  8  new  mission- 
aries in  1946  to  36  in  1947  and  103 
in  1948. 

During  the  unrest  and  uncertainty 
of  India's  independence  and  parti- 
tion, the  number  of  new  mission- 
aries fell  from  148  in  1946  to  110  in 
1947  and  75  in  1948,  but  is  now  in- 
creasing sharply,  Miss  Drescher  re- 
ported, an  increase  second  only  to 
that  for  Japan.  Many  of  the  young 
men  and  women  missionaries  going 
to  India,  Pakistan  and  Ceylon  are 
technicians,  "to  give  Christian  help 
where  help  is  most  needed,"  she 
added. 

Latin  America,  once  in  third  place, 
is  now  second  only  to  Africa  and  the 
Near    East    in    missionary    interest. 

New  missionaries  to  Latin  Ameri- 
ca rose  from  171  in  1947  to  186  in 
1948,  and  the  number  is  still  grow- 
ing, it  was  reported.  The  increase 
is  attributed  partly  to  growing  in- 
terest in  the  area  since  World  War 
II,  partly  to  the  closing  of  some 
other  fields  overseas. 

China,  formerly  in  second  place, 
has  become  increasingly  difficult  to 
enter  and  the  number  of  new  mis- 
sionaries there  has  fallen  from  205 
in  1947  to  125  in  1948,  is  probably 
even  lower  now.  It  was  emphasized, 
however,  that  missionaries  are  still 
being  trained  for  this  field;  until 
China  is  once  more  open,  many  are 
going  to  Burma  and  Malaya,  to  work 
with  the  large  Chinese  populations 
in  those  countries.  Many  mission- 
aries have  remained  in  China. 

The  largest  denominational  group 
of  missionaries  sent  in  1948  was  178 
by  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists,  who 
reported  a  total  overseas  expendi- 
ture   of   $5,185,209.     Second   largest 


was  160  from  the  Methodist  Division 
of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Wom- 
en's Society  of  Christian  Service. 
The    two    Methodist    boards    spent 


$4,902,948  overseas.  Next  largest 
missionary  groups  were  77  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.  and  74 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 


tion. The  Presbyterian  U.S.A.  board 
reported  overseas  expenditures  of 
$4,344,266;  and  the  Southern  Bap- 
tists reported  $2,704,049. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yodtt 


Dedication  of  Hopewell  Church 


CULMINATING  some  four  years 
of  work,  the  newly  completed 
church  building  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  was  dedicated  in 
Hopewell,  Va.,  on  Sunday,  April  30, 
with  all-day  services. 

The  actual  dedication  service 
began  at  3  p.m.,  with  James  L. 
Houff,  pastor  of  the  church  reading 
the  dedication  service.  O.  S.  Garber 
of  Roanoke,  elder  of  the  church, 
made  the  dedication  address  and 
L.  W.  Blackwell,  pastor  of  the  New- 
port News  church,  was  in  charge  of 
the  worship  service. 

Services  for  the  day  began  with 
church  school  at  10  a.m.,  followed  by 
morning  worship  service  at  11  a.m. 
C.  M.  Key  of  Roanoke  led  the  wor- 
ship and  Mr.  Houff  preached  the 
morning  sermon  on  the  theme,  The 
Ground  Whereon  You  Stand  is  Holy 
Ground. 

In  this  sermon  Mr.  Houff  traced 
the  steps  in  the  construction  of  the 
church  and  spake  of  the  sacrificial 
quality  of  the  volunteer  labor  which 
had  made  the  church  possible.  He 
cited  examples,  such  as  that  of  one 
man  going  to  work  on  his  regular 
job  at  4  a.m.  on  several  occasions 
so  he  could  get  off  early  and  work 
on  the  church. 

At  1  p.m.  there  was  a  picnic  in  the 
new  fellowship  hall  of  the  church. 
At  7  p.m.  Myron  Miller  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  had  charge  of  the  worship 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Glick,  Jr., 
were  guest  vocalists.  Mrs.  Myron 
Miller  led  the  music  for  the  evening 
services.  Keith  Crim,  a  student  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  brought  a  challeng- 
ing sermon  on  Spiritual  Dedication. 

Initial  work  on  the  now  completed 
building  began  in  the  summer  of 
1946  with  the  cutting  of  lumber  even 
before  the  site  was  purchased.  The 
lumber  was  cut  as  part  of  a  co- 
operative project  with  people  from 
other  localities.  In  April  of  1948  the 
lumber  was  moved  from  Easton, 
Md.,  where  it  had  been  cut,  to  the 
building  site  in  Hopewell,  Va. 


In  February  1948  the  foundation 
for  the  study  and  front  part  of  the 
sanctuary  was  started  and  in  May 
the  excavating  for  the  education 
building  was  done.  The  building  is 
one  story  high  except  for  the  educa- 
tion plant,  which  is  two  stories.  In 
the  education  plant  there  are  the 
fellowship  hall,  parlor,  kitchen  and 
five  classrooms. 

The  sanctuary  and  study  have 
been  completed  and  in  use  for  ap- 
proximately one  year  now  and  the 
fellowship  hall  and  classrooms  were 
finally    completed    this    past    week 


although  they  had  been  in  limited 
use  since  they  were  partially  com- 
pleted. 

The  church  plant  as  finally 
finished  has  the  latest  and  most 
modern  facilities  for  religious  educa- 
tion including  a  public  address 
system,  religious  record  library, 
chimes,  tape  recorder  and  a  sound 
motion  picture  projector.  The  class- 
rooms are  finished  according  to  the 
plans  provided  by  religious  educa- 
tion planners  for  best  results  accord- 
ing to  age  groups. 

Members  of  the  local  church  did 


O.  S.  Garber  congratulates  Pastor  Houff 

Left  to  right:    Oscar  Taylor,  president  of  the  Hopewell  Ministerial  Union;  James  L.  Houff, 

pastor;  C.  M.  Key,  executive  secretary.  First  Virginia;  L.  W.  Blackwell.  pastor  of  Newport 

News  church;  O.  S.  Garber,  elder;  Talley  Langford,  secretary  of  men's  work 

The  New  Hopewell  church,  Virginia 
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all  of  the  work  on  the  building 
except  for  the  laying  of  the  blocks 
and  bricks  and  assistance  in  the 
plumbing  and  electrical  wiring.  An 
estimated  7,000  hours  of  labor  were 
donated  for  the  church  project.  A 
contractor  estimated  the  value  of  the 
building  and  contents  at*  about 
$45,000. 

On  the  day  of  dedication  387 
attended  and  the  offering  was  $590. 
The  building  was  dedicated  "to  the 
Glory  of  God;  to  the  memory  of 
our  beloved  dead;  to  the  welfare  of 
the  living;  to  the  ministry  of  the 
strong  to  the  weak;  to  the  bringing 
of  hope,  courage  and  spiritual  health 
to  all  human  hearts;  to  the  procla- 
mation of  truth  that  sets  men  free; 
for  the  sanctification  of  the  family; 
for  the  fostering  of  patriotism;  for 
the  training  of  conscience;  for 
aggression  against  evil;  for  the  help 
of  the  needy;  for  the  promotion  of 
brotherhood;  for  the  bringing  of  the 
kingdom  of  God;  as  a  tribute  of 
gratitude  and  love." 

We,  the  people  of  this  church, 
now  consecrate  ourselves  anew  to 
this  task. 

Africans  "Help  Selves" 
Learn  to  Read 

When  six-year-old  Izu  Kauchi 
finishes  his  day  at  school  in  his  small 
African  village,  he  does  not  go  out 
to  play.  He  goes  straight  home  to 
teach  his  parents. 

He  is  one  of  sixty  children,  now 
attending  regular  classes  under  a 
self-help  program,  who  spend  their 
evenings  teaching  adults  their 
ABC's.  In  a  village  where  only  two 
men  could  read  and  write  seven 
years  ago,  now  everyone  is  learn- 
ing to  read  and  write! 

Here,  as  in  all  of  British  Africa, 
literacy  has  been  a  big  problem. 
There  were  three  million  Africans 
who  could  not  read,  in  this  adminis- 
trative district  alone.  Since  little 
money  was  available  for  teaching, 
the  villagers  were  encouraged  to 
help  themselves.  If  they  provided 
labor  and  some  money,  the  govern- 
ment promised  to  do  the  rest. 

The  Ogwofians  were  enthusiastic. 
On  their  own  initiative  they  built  a 
co-op  store,  reading  room,  dispen- 
sary, maternity  home  and  market. 
So  successful  was  the  work  that  in 
1943  a  project  with  2,000  people  was 
started.  Soon  forty  villages  were  in 
friendly  competition.  Men  and 
women  of  one  community  walked 
fifty  miles  carrying  timber  for  their 
new  classroom. 


New   Hope   for   Leprosy  Victims 

Progress  of  experiments  being  conducted  in  a  Nigeria  leprosy 
colony  by  a  British  leprologist  eventually  might  result  in  the  abolition 
of  the  dread  disease.  The  use  of  the  drug  known  in  medical  circles 
as  diamino-diphenyl,  the  parent  substance  of  the  sulphones,  is  highly 
encouraging,  and  if  approved  for  extensive  use  will  "spell  a  new  era 
in  the  treatment  of  leprosy."  The  drug's  use  in  the  past  had  been 
regarded  as  dangerous,  owing  to  its  toxic  effects.  But  the  experiments 
now  being  undertaken  by  Dr.  John  Lowe,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Government  of  Nigeria,  appear  to  demonstrate  that  the  drug  when 
administered  in  tiny  quantities  has  no  injurious  effects. 

"Since  this  drug  is  the  parent  substance  of  all  the  sulphones,  its 
use  would  greatly  reduce  the  cost  of  treatment  and  make  it  possible 
to  treat  thousands  of  leprosy  victims  now  unable  to  get  care,"  Mr. 
Currier  of  the  American  Leprosy  Missions  said. 

Mr.  Currier  reported  that  American  Leprosy  Missions,  Inc.  had 
shipped  approximately  $50,000  worth  of  diasone  and  sulphetrone  to 
leprosy  colonies  in  ten  countries,  India,  China,  Siam,  Egypt,  Angola, 
Belgium  Congo,  Sierra  Leone,  Israel,  Cameroun  and  Liberia,  since 
July  1949. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  missions  agency  for  the  past  year, 
Mr.  Currier  noted  five  "encouraging  trends"  in  the  treatment  of  leprosy 
on  a  world  scale:  (1)  an  increased  willingness  of  governments  to 
undertake  more  extensive  leprosy  programs;  (2)  the  gradual  decline 
of  superstition  regarding  the  disease;  (3)  the  increased  support  of  full- 
time  missionaries  to  perform  leprosy  work;  (4)  the  development  of 
large  scale  building  projects  by  Protestants  on  a  co-operative  basis; 
(5)  the  continued  success  of  sulfone  derivates.  He  emphasized  that 
in  many  areas  mission  colonies  were  the  only  institutions  offering  care 
and  treatment. 

"Public  indifference,  fear  and  superstition  still  remain ,  major 
stumbling  blocks  to  wiping  out  this  ancient  disease,"  he  said.  "Not 
until  the  stigma  long  associated  with  leprosy  is  rooted  out  of  the  public 
mind  and  governments  along  with  private  agencies  put  forth  a  much 
greater  effort  will  the  world's  ten  million  leprosy  victims  gain  relief 
from  their  unhappy  suffering." 
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To  meet  the  demand,  the  govern- 
ment has  now  established  twenty- 
six  literacy  centers  under  a  full- 
time  salaried  officer. 

"Mass  education  campaigns"  have 
spread    through    the    British    terri- 


for  example,  300  buildings,  includ- 
ing schools,  have  been  built  by 
teams  learning  to  become  skilled 
craftsmen  as  they  work. 

With  the  Laubach  plan  of  "each 
one,  teach  one,"  Africa  is  going  to 


tories  in  Africa  now.    In  Rhodesia,      school. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Interracial  Co-operation 

A  rich  interracial  experiment  has 
been  carried  on  for  some  time  by 
the  Lincoln  church,  Nebr.  While 
making  plans  for  a  new  structure, 
the  Brethren  have  been  sharing 
their  present  building  with  a  group 
of  Negro  Seventh-Day  Adventists. 

Not  only  has  a  friendly,  co-opera- 
tive spirit  been  manifested  in  the 
sharing  of  building  and  facilities, 
but  the  two  groups  have  worked 
together  on  other  bases.  During 
pre-Easter  services  by  the  Brethren, 
the  Adventists  provided  special 
music.  Shortly  before,  the  men  of 
the  two  groups  met  together  for  an 
evening  of  work  in  which  the 
main  floor  of  the  church  was 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  waxed. 

In  addition,  the  Adventist  group 
has  been  particularly  willing  to  help 
in  interracial  programs  and  discus- 
sions. Adventists  and  Brethren  are 
finding  the  experiment  mutally 
beneficial.  —  Charles  M.  Bieber, 
Lincoln,  Nebr. 


Myers  gave  a  resume  of  fifty  years 
of  women's  work  in  the  district. 
Much  inspiration  was  derived  from 
the  guest  speaker,  Mrs.  Leland 
Brubaker  of  Elgin,  111.,  who  gave  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  mission  fields  as 
she  saw  them  and  who  lifted  up  the 
great  need  to  teach  the  love  of 
Christ  in  America  and  on  the  mis- 
sion field.  She  closed  with  the  poem, 
How  Long  Shall  I  Continue  to  Give? 
She  also  appeared  in  the  Timberville 
church  and  the  Bethlehem  Brethren 
church  on  Sunday. — Mrs.  David 
Huffman,  Broadway,  Va. 

A  Different  Kind  of  Baby  Sitting 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Hoar  of  Boulder,  Colo., 
tells  about  an  interesting  experience 
she  had  with  children  when  she 
lived  in  the  environs  of  Philadelphia. 
Many  children  came  and  played  over 
her  lawn,  causing  her  considerable 
distress  until  she  hit  upon  the  idea 
of  becoming  a  teacher  to  them. 
Accordingly,  she  invited  them  in 
and  established  a  class  for  them 
called  The  Good  News  Club.  They 
met  every  other  Friday  for  several 
hours  at  which  time  they  studied  the 
Bible  and  had  Bible  stories.    About 


forty  were  accommodated  at  one 
time.  Soon  150  had  joined  the  list. 
Children  came  from  many  national 
groups  and  colors.  Many  of  them 
were  directed  to  Sunday  schools  and 
lined  up  with  churches.  The  minis- 
ters of  the  city  noticed  this  action 
and  praised  Mrs.  Hoar. 

During  a  period  of  four  and  a  half 
years,  Mrs.  Hoar  had  in  her  classes 
a  total  attendance  of  2,541  children. 
They  no  longer  molested  her  lawn. 
Many  of  them  were  directed  toward 
useful  Christian  service. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Belsar-Saylor. — Alonzo  Belsar  and  Lor- 
raine Saylor,  both  of  Rockwood.  Pa.,  Feb. 
10,  1950,  in  the  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Walter  F.  Berkebile,  Rockwood, 
Pa. 

Bickel-Burkel. — Richard  E.  Bickel  and 
Eileen  Esther  Burket,  both  of  Altoona, 
Pa.,  May  12,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Al- 
toona, Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Stephen 
G.  Margush,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Dobbs-Brubaker. — Solon  O.  Dobbs  and 
Zelda  Brubaker,  May  6,  1950,  in  the  La 
Verne  church,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned, 
father  of  the  bride. — H.  M.  Brubaker,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

Gnagey-Lepley. — Ray  E.  Gnagey  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  and  Marie  E.  Lepley  of 
Sand  Patch,  Pa.,  April  6,  1950,  in  the  Glade 
View  church,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Ralph  Bowman,  Eglon,  W.  Va. 


Northern  Virginia  District 
Women's  Conference 

The  Linville  Creek  church  was 
host  to  the  annual  spring  women's 
work  conference  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia on  March  25,  with  the  district 
president,  Mrs.  Joe  Miller,  presiding. 
The  morning  worship  was  led  by 
the  Timberville  church.  The  Broth- 
erhood theme  for  the  year,  Deepen- 
ing the  Spiritual  Life,  was  carried 
out  in  message  and  music  through- 
out the  day. 

During  the  business  session  the 
following  officers  were  elected:  sec- 
retary-treasurer, Mrs.  David  Huff- 
man; temperance  director,  Mrs.  Leo 
Huffman;  home  builders  director, 
Mrs.  Ernest  Smith.  Twenty-two 
churches  responded  to  the  roll  call. 
For  our  district  project  we  will  give 
support  to  Africa  missions  and  sum- 
mer of  service  for  Southeastern 
Region.  Our  annual  rally  day  will 
be  held  in  the  Valley  Pike  church, 
Oct.  7,  1950. 

The  following  recommendations 
were  made  and  approved:  (1)  that 
we  change  our  fiscal  year  to  begin 
with  Brotherhood  year,  Oct.  1;  (2)  to 
have  uniform  pattern  of  organization 
for  local  groups  in  our  district.  Of- 
ficers will  be  elected  in  May  to  take 
office  Oct.  1.  Our  conference  offering 
amounted  to  $68.22. 

Eva  Mae  Gardner  gave  a  temper- 
ance reading,  Bars,   and  Mrs.  J.  C. 


About  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Preaching  the   Miracles   of  Jesus. 

Hillyer  H.  Straton.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury.    224  pages.    $2.50. 

An  excellent  book  for  the  stimu- 
lation and  guidance  of  any  minister 
who  would  use  the  miracles  of  Jesus 
for  his  preaching.  The  miracles  are 
presented  in  a  positive,  helpful  way 
as  a  demonstration,  then  as  now, 
of  God's  concern  for  man.  Man  cer- 
tainly needs  that  assurance  of  di- 
vine love  in  our  day.  Each  miracle 
is  treated  in  a  scholarly  and  rever- 
ent way  after  two  introductory 
chapters  of  a  general  nature  on 
miracles  and  the  modern  mood  and 
faith. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

Signs  of  Hope.  Elton  Trueblood. 
Harper.    125  pages.    $1.00. 

In  this  book,  Elton  Trueblood, 
Quaker  philosopher  and  churchman, 
seeks  to  bring  some  rays  of  light 
into  the  middle  of  a  dark  century. 
In  a  clearly  understandable  way  he 
sees  in  the  midst  of  darkness  at  least 
four  signs  of  hope.  One  is  "hori- 
zontal fellowship,"  or  greater  church 
co-operation.  Second  is  a  new  the- 
ology which  seeks  to  express  itself 
in  a  fuller  understanding  of  God. 
Third,  lay  people  are  beginning  to 
turn  to  the  church  as  the  way  out 


of  our  confusion.  And,  finally,  he 
sees  hope  in  the  growth  of  cell 
groups,  prayer  societies  and  service 
groups.  It  is  good  to  read  something 
hopeful  and  encouraging  in  a  day 
of  general  despair.  —  Desmond  W. 
Bittinger. 

Albert  Schweitzer:  Genius  in  the 
Jungle.  Joseph  Gollomb.  Vanguard. 
249  pages.    $2.75. 

This  recent  addition  to  the  grow- 
ing collection  of  Schweitzeriana 
may  not  add  greatly  to  a  specialist's 
knowledge  about  this  prominent 
medical  missionary,  but  for  the  com- 
mon reader  it  has  the  advantage 
of  being  so  simply  written  that  one 
does  not  have  to  be  versed  in  music, 
theology,  philosophy  and  medicine 
to  understand  it.  At  the  same  time, 
it  leads  one  into  an  understanding 
of  the  simple  faith  and  guiding  mo- 
tives which  impelled  Dr.  Schweitzer 
to  devote  his  life  to  a  ministry  of 
mercy  and  healing  in  an  isolated 
spot  in  French  Equatorial  Africa. 
One  reading  it  as  his  first  book  on 
Schweitzer  may  then  wish  to  read 
some  of  the  more  detailed  books. 
— Or  a  W.  Garber. 
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Hawthorne-Miller.  —  Lester  M.  Haw- 
thorne of  Marietta,  Pa.,  and  Hazel  M. 
Miller  of  Florin,  Pa.,  May  7,  1950,  in  the 
Florin  church,  by  the  undersigned. — How- 
ard W.  Bernhard,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Ireland-Fletcher. — Edwin  A.  Ireland  and 
Jo  Ann  Fletcher  at  the  Washington  City 
church,  D.  C,  Dec.  20,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— DeWitt  L.  Miller,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Jablinskey-  Jordan. — William  Jablinskey 
and  Helen  Jordan,  in  the  Cedar  Rapids 
church,  Iowa,  May  20,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— John  B.  Wieand,  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa. 

Jennison-King. — Robert  Jennison  and 
Ruth  E.  King,  at  the  Washington  City 
church,  D.  C,  Nov.  12,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed.— DeWitt  L.  Miller,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Kornbau-Hill. — Ernest  W.  Kornbau  and 
Lois  Brown  Hill,  both  of  Salem,  Ohio,  by 
the  undersigned  at  his  home.  May  12,  1950. 
— G.  S.  Strausbaugh,  Columbiana,  Ohio. 

Lighl-Snyder.— Rufus  Light  and  Esther 
Snyder,  both  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  in  the 
Myerstown  church  parsonage.  May  20, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Berkey  Knavel, 
Myerstown,  Pa. 

Raines-Baker. — Charles  O.  Raines  and 
Pauline  V.  Baker  of  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
April  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Rexrode-Hart. — Earl  Rexrode  and  Louise 
Hart,  in  the  Staunton  church,  Va.,  April 
21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Olden  D. 
Mitchell,  Staunton,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


William  D.  Grove 

William  David  Grove,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Sarah  Sniteman  Grove,  was  born  Oct. 
22,  1867,  near  Waynesboro,  Va.,  and  died 
April  14,  1950,  at  his 
home  in  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa.  He  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Mollie  D.  Weng- 
er  on  Dec.  4,  1894. 
Soon  after  their 
marriage,  they 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren.  He  was 
elected  to  the  min- 
istry in  1908,  and 
was  later  advanced 
to  the  eldership.  He 
functioned  faith- 
fully and  effective- 
ly in  these  offices 
as  long  as  health 
permitted.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
five  children,  fourteen  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  English  River  church 
and  interment  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.— Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa. 

Isaac  Bowman 

Isaac  Bowman,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Flora  Bowman,  was  born  Feb.  28,  1853,  in 
Franklin  County,  Va.,  and  died  March  7, 
1950,  having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Frank- 
lin County. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Nancy  Mary  Peters  and  to  this 
union  thirteen  children  were  born.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  in  1929. 

Bro.  Bowman  was  called  to  the  ministry 
when  a  young  man  and  faithfully  served 
in  the  free  ministry  as  long  as  he  was 
physically  able,  preaching  his  last  sermon 
on  his  ninetieth  birthday.  While  he  was 
not  a  fluent  speaker,  the  life  that  he  lived 
gave  weight  to  the  things  that  he  said.  He 
shared  in  the  work  of  the  home  church 
and  traveled  on  horseback,  filling  appoint- 
ments in  some  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Four  of  his  sons  have  been  active  in 
the  ministry,  as  well  as  one  son-in-law. 
The  other  two  sons  and  son-in-law  are 
deacons.   Six  grandsons  and  a  great-grand- 
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son  are  also  ministers,  and  a  number  are 
deacons. 

He  is  survived  by  six  sons,  L.  A.  of 
Martinsville,  Va.,  C.  D.  of  New  Windsor, 
Md.,  E.  E.  of  Boones  Mill,  Va.,  E.  F.  of 
Callaway.  Va.,  D.  I.  and  N.  M.,  both  of 
Rocky  Mount,  Va.;  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
H.  I.  Flora,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Ashworth  and  Mrs. 
F.  B.  Layman,  all  of  Rocky  Mount,  Va.; 
fifty-one  grandchildren,  ninety-six  great 
grandchildren  and  five  great-great-grand- 
children. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Antioch  church  by  Bro.  C.  A.  Flora,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller.  Burial  was 
in  the  church  cemetery. — L.  A.  Bowman, 
Martinsville,  Va. 

Edna  Faye  Reed 

Edna   Faye   Reed,   daughter   of   William 

and   Maude    Seymour,   was   born   July   6, 

1885,  near  Inwood,  Ind.,  and  passed  away 

Jan.  14,  1950,  at  the 

Woodlawn   hospital, 

Rochester,  Ind. 

In  1916  she  united 
with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and 
remained  faithful 
to  the  church 
throughout  her  en- 
tire life.  She  was 
a  member  of  the 
Walnut  church.  She 
was  a  regular 
church  attendant 
and  a  willing  help- 
er in  the  work  of 
the  church. 

In    1918    she    was 
married     to     Elson 
Reed  and  to  this  union  six  children  were 
born. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  five 
daughters,  Joan  and  Virginia  Reed,  both 
at  home,  Mrs.  Mary  Gensinger  of  Argos, 
Ind.,  Mrs.  Bettie  Hall  of  Bourbon,  Ind.,  and 
Mrs.  Lucille  Jones  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.; 
one  son,  Roy  of  Argos,  Ind.;  four  grand- 
children; her  mother;  one  brother;  and 
five  sisters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Wal- 
nut Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro. 
Kenneth  Long,  assisted  by  Bro.  C.  C. 
Cripe.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.—Kenneth  Long,  Union  City,  Ind. 

S.  W.  Burkhart 

Samuel  W.,  son  of  Christian  S.  and 
Mary  Weaver  Burkhart,  was  born  Jan.  6, 
1864,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
March  10,  1950,  in 
the  general  hos- 
pital, Devils  Lake, 
N.  D. 

His  early  life  was 
spent  near  Church- 
town,  Pa.  When  he 
was  fifteen  years  of 
age,  he  with  his 
family  moved  to 
Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood. 
In  1887  he  was 
married  to  Anna 
Rebecca  Miller  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.  In 
1889  he  and  his  wife 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  were  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon  in  1893. 

In  1894  he  and  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren came  to  North  Dakota  with  a  colony 
of  300  immigrants.  He  located  in  Towner 
County  where  he  has  since  resided. 

He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  and 
founders  of  the  Cando  church  and  has 
been  a  faithful  supporter  of  its  work 
throughout  his  life.  He  served  the  church 
for  nearly  forty  years  as  clerk,  and  as 
trustee  and  Sunday-school  teacher.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  district  mission 
board  for  many  years,  and  was  always  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  Brotherhood. 
While  his  formal  education  was  rather 
limited,  he  was  a  lifelong  student  and  his 
counsel  in  the  church  and  community  was 
highly  regarded.  The  interests  of  the 
church  were  always  foremost  in  his  life, 
but  he  also  held  offices  on  township  and 


school  boards  and  took  an  interest  in  com- 
munity affairs. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife, 
who  died  two  years  ago,  and  a  baby 
daughter. 

He  is  survived  by  five  sons,  four  daugh- 
ters, thirty-two  grandchildren,  twenty-one 
great-grandchildren,  a  brother  and  a  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Zion  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  John  B. 
Wieand  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Edward  C.  Zook.  Interment  was  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining — Edward  C.  Zook, 
Cando,  N.  Dak. 

W.  Clay  Weriz 

W.    Clay,    son    of    John    A.    and    Susan 

Strayer    Wertz,    was   born   in   Johnstown, 

Pa.,  July  2,  1882,  and  died  at  his  home  in 

Waynesboro,        Pa., 

April   15,    1950. 

He  secured  his 
elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  Johns- 
town schools,  after 
which  he  entered 
Juniata  College, 

graduating  from 
there  in  1904.  He 
then  taught  school 
in  his  home  com- 
munity for  about 
six  years,  before 
moving  to  Waynes- 
boro in  1911  to  ac- 
cept a  position  in 
the  office  of  the 
L  a  n  d  i  s  Machine 
Company.  Later,  in 
1937,  he  became 
treasurer  of  that  company,  which  office 
he  held  until  his  retirement  two  years 
ago. 

In  his  early  life  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1904  he  was 
elected  to  the  ministry  in  Johnstown,  and 
was  installed  in  1910.  In  1949  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  eldership.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  church  treasurer,  chairman 
of  the  finance  board,  a  member  of  the 
church  choir  and  teacher  of  a  Sunday- 
school  class.  He  served  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  for  thirteen  years. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also 
treasurer  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
local  Y.M.C.A.  and  was  a  former  vice- 
president  of  that  organization.  At  his  re- 
quest his  friends  made  contributions  to  the 
Y.M.C.A.  instead  of  sending  flowers  for  the 
funeral  as  a  token  of  esteem. 

In  1910  he  was  married  to  Maude  Reich- 
ard,  who  preceded  him  in  death  twenty- 
seven  years  ago.  Two  years  later  he  was 
married  to  Ella  Sheeley,  who  survives  him 
together  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Jay  Craw- 
ford, three  brothers  and  three  sisters. 

Theirs  was  a  Christian  home  given  to 
hopitality,  enriched  by  his  interest  in  na- 
ture and  his  hobby  of  flower  and  vege- 
table gardening. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Waynesboro  church  by  Bro.  George  W. 
Detweiler  and  Bro.  Calvert  N.  Ellis.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery. 
— Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Adams,  Charles  Edward,  son  of  William 
and  Angeline  Bryant  Adams,  was  born  in 
Jefferson,  Iowa,  June  29,  1868,  and  died 
May  7,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Wabash,  Ind. 
On  June  8,  1904,  he  was  married  to  Alma 
D.  Enyart,  and  to  them  one  son  was  born. 
Many  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Wabash 
church.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
son  and  one  granddaughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  Fulton,  Ind.,  by  the 
writer. — W.  C.  Stinebaugh,  Wabash,  Ind. 

Albright,  Annie,  died  May  11,  1950.  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  was  preceded 
in  death  by  her  husband.  She  is  survived 
by  one  daughter  and  two  sons.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  but, 
when  she  was  able,  she  attended  the  Hol- 
lidaysburg  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Mc- 
Intyre  cemetery.— J.  Stanley  Earhart, 
East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Baker,  Clair  William,  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Harvey  Baker,  was  born  April 
29,  1943,  near  Winterstown,  Pa.,  and  died 
March  9,   1950,   as  the  result   of  being  hit 


by  an  automobile.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  near  Win- 
terstown  by  Elder  S.  C.  Godfrey.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Beach,  James  Franklin,  son  of  Adam  B. 
and  Kathrine  Beach,  was  born  near  New 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  Sept.  26,  1897,  and  died  at 
his  home  near  Woodbury,  Pa.,  March  11, 
1950;  He  was  a  faithful  deacon  in  the 
Woodbury  church  for  many  years.  He  had 
also  served  as  Sunday-school  superinten- 
dent, secretary  of  the  financial  board  and 
as  a  trustee.  He  was  married  to  Grace 
Ellen  Burket  on  April  7,  1917.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sons,  three  daugh- 
ters, four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funer- 
al services  were  held  in  the  Woodbury 
church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  H.  M.  Snavely, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Cletus  S.  Myers,  pastor  at 
New  Enterprise.  Interment  was  in  the  Dry 
Hill  cemetery. — Mrs.  Vernon  Stayer,  Cur- 
ryville,  Pa. 

Bland,  Elza,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
Knotts  Bland,  was  born  Nov.  23,  1894,  near 
Stemple  Ridge,  W.  Va.,  and  died  May  8, 
1950,  at  his  home  in  Eglon,  W.  Va.  On 
Jan.  12,  1916,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elva  Hamstead.  On  June  17,  1918,  he 
united  with  the  Maple  Spring  church.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  half  sister, 
four  sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Maple  Spring 
church  by  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd  of  Durbin, 
W.  Va.,  and  the  pastor,  Ralph  Bowman,  of 
Eglon.  Interment  was  in  the  local  ceme- 
tery.— Ralph  Bowman,  Eglon,  W.  Va. 

Boyts,  Edward  W„  son  of  Edward  and 
Lydia  Boyts,  was  born  July  1,  1883,  and 
died  April  1,  1950,  at  Sebring,  Fla.,  where 
he  and  his  wife  had  been  spending  the 
winter  months  because  of  his  failing 
health.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New 
Paris  church,  which  he  served  faithfully 
as  a  deacon  for  many  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Lizzie  Gordon  Boyts, 
four  sons,  seven  grandchildren,  one  broth- 
er, one  stepsister  and  one  stepbrother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  New 
Paris  church  by  Brethren  Eldon  Evans 
and  Charles  Gump.  Burial  was  in  the 
New  Paris  cemetery. — Eldon  Evans,  New 
Paris,  Ind. 

Clingenpeel,  Charles,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Clara  Cooper  Clingenpeel,  was  born  near 
Flora,  Ind.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Flora, 
May  3,  1950.  Sixty-three  years  ago  he  was 
married  to  Jane  Miller.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  two  daughters,  one  sister,  three 
brothers,  four  grandchildren  and  seven 
great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  over 
fifty  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Flora  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery 
near  Flora.— W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora,  Ind. 

Cornell,  Lewis  S.,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Catharine  Cornell,  was  born  at  Clearville, 
Pa..  July  26,  1886,  and  died  April  29,  1950, 
at  his  home.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Elizabeth  Snowberger  at  Everett, 
Pa.,  Jan  9,  1908.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  one  daughter,  ten  grand- 
children, one  great-grandchild,  one  broth- 
er and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  home  by  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson. 
Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery  at 
Martinsburg,  Pa. — Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Mar- 
tinsburg.  Pa. 

Correll,  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  Baker,  was  born  in  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  Dec.  27,  1853,  and  died  April  17, 
1950.  On  Oct.  9,  1873,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Samuel  Correll,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1935.  To  this  union  five 
children  were  born.  Early  in  life  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  three  children,  eleven 
grandchildren,  twenty  great-grandchildren 
and  seven  great-great-grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Swan 
funeral  home  in  Colorado  Springs  by  the 
writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Antioch 
cemetery. — I.  J.  Sollenberger,  Aurora, 
Colo. 

Dean,  Lavonia  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Ann  Mow  Price,  was  born 
in  Plymouth,  Ind.,  May  6,  1880,  and  died 
March  20,  1950.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  F.  M.  Dean.  She  is  survived  by 
her    husband,    five    daughters,    two    sons, 


twenty-five  grandchildren  and  six  great- 
grandchildren. She  was  a  member  of  the 
Sebring  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey. — Mrs.  Ordo 
Pletcher,    Sebring,   Fla. 

Devier,  John  W.,  son  of  Frank  and  Lucy 
Devier,  was  born  at  Bridgewater,  Va., 
March  16,  1863,  and  died  at  the  Fahrney 
Memorial  home  March  30,  1950.  He  was 
married  to  Henrietta  Garber,  who  died  in 
1929.  He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Elder  C.  B.  Smith. 
Interment  was  in  the  Oak  Lawn  cemetery. 
— Edward  K.   Ziegler,   Bridgewater,  Va. 

Harker,  Matilda  Dissen,  was  born  in 
Kansas  Jan.  24,  1866,  and  died  at  Arcadia, 
Fla.,  April  28,  1950.  Her  husband,  Albert 
Harker,  preceded  her  in  death  last  July. 
She  united  with  the  church  on  Feb.  11, 
1923.  She  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  several  years.  She 
called  for  the  neighbors'  children  and  took 
them  along  to  Sunday  school.  When  she 
was  past  seventy  years  of  age,  she  walked 
three  miles  one  way  to  attend  services. 
She  is  survived  by  one  sister  and  one 
half  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Arcadia  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  B. 
F.   Long. — Mrs.   B.   F.   Long,   Arcadia,   Fla. 

Henning,  Louella,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Wetsel,  was  born  Sept.  10, 
1903,  near  Port  Republic,  Va.,  and  died 
March  5,  1950,  in  the  Alexandria  hospital, 
Va.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  six 
sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  from  the  chapel  of  the 
Lindsey  funeral  home  in  Harrisonburg  by 
Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman.  Burial  was  in  the 
family  lot  in  the  Mill  Creek  church  ceme- 
tery.— Ruth    M.    Good,    Harrisonburg,    Va. 

Hoffman,  Hattie  Trimmer,  died  Jan.  18, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  since  her  youth.  She  attended  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  York,  Pa. 
She  is  survived  by  four  daughters,  three 
sons,  eight  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Interment  was  in  the  Ber- 
mudian  cemetery,  Lower  Conewago  Town- 
ship.— Mrs.  Mary  Burkins,  York,  Pa. 

Johnson,  Lois  Irene,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    Earl    Johnson,     was    born     Oct.     11, 

1949,  at  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  and  died  April  13, 

1950,  at  the  Mercy  hospital  in  Devils  Lake, 
N.  Dak.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents, 
one  sister,  one  brother  and  one  half  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Cando  church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Cando  cemetery. — Edward  C. 
Zook,  Cando,  N.  Dak. 

Leckrone,  Joan  Marie,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  Leckrone,  was  born  Oct. 
21.  1937,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1950.  She  was 
baptized  by  her  pastor  into  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  ten  years  of  age.  She 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Sunday  school. 
She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  one  broth- 
er and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Marilla  church  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Galen  Barkdoll. 
Interment  was  in  the  Marilla  cemetery. — ■ 
R.  J.  McRoberts,  Copemish,  Mich. 

Lower,  Frances,  was  born  Aug.  11,  1881, 
in  Dukedom,  Tenn.,  and  died  May  4,  1950, 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Green- 
ville, Ohio.  On  June  6,  1906,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Gustav  A.  Shulz,  who  died  soon 
after  their  marriage.  On  March  7,  1919, 
she  was  married  to  Charles  W.  Lower,  who 
also  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Greenville  church  by  her 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in 
the  Greenville  cemetery. — C.  G.  Hesse, 
Greenville,  Ohio. 

Marshall,  Donald  Edward,  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Jack  Marshall,  was  born  Jan. 
18,  1950,  and  died  May  17,  1950.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Hooversville 
church  by  Bro.  John  M.  Geary,  assisted 
by  Rev.  O.  A.  Womer  of  the  Hooversville 
E.U.B.  church.  Burial  was  in  the  P.O.S. 
of  A.  cemetery  at  Hooversville. — Mrs.  John 
M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Newberry,  Gladys,  daughter  of  Howard 
and  Susie  Brubaker  Smith,  was  born  July 
20,  1920,  at  Eaton,  Ohio,  and  died  May  2, 
1950,  at  her  home  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  At 
the    age    of   twelve    years    she    became    a 


member  of  the  Brethren  Church.  On  July 
2,  1949,  she  was  married  to  James  New- 
berry of  Pasadena.  After  coming  to  Cali- 
fornia twelve  years  ago,  she  became  a 
member  of  the  Pasadena  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  For  more  than  five  years  she 
was  responsible  for  printing  the  church 
bulletin  each  week;  she  also  served  as 
church  school  treasurer.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  her  parents,  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Pasadena  church  by  Bro.  I.  V. 
Funderburgh  and  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Mountain  View  cemetery 
in  Altadena,  Calif. — Donald  E.  Rowe,  Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 

Pope,  Florence  Miller,  daughter  of  Anna 
Eichorn  and  Mahlon  Miller,  was  born  in 
Garrett  County,  Md.,  May  8.  1890,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  May  14, 
1950.  She  was  married  to  Harry  W.  Pope 
Aug.  18,  1917,  at  Frostburg,  Md.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  three  daughters  and 
four  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Meyersdale  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
I.  C.  Paul.  Interment  was  in  the  Meyers- 
dale Union  cemetery. — Mrs.  Galen  Fike, 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Rieley,  Walter  R.,  son  of  Robert  W.  and 
Mary  E.  Rieley,  died  in  the  Lewis-Gale 
hospital,  Roanoke,  Va.,  March  12,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Though  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
church  for  only  two  years,  he  was  a  long- 
time friend  and  supporter  of  the  church. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Gladys  Garst 
Rieley,  one  son,  three  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Blue  Ridge  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen  burial 
park  in  Roanoke. — Kenneth  E.  McDowell, 
Blue  Ridge,  Va. 

Rimel,  Sallie  Kline,  daughter  of  John  G. 
and  Martha  Myers,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1880, 
and  died  May  1,  1950.  She  joined  the  Lin- 
ville  Creek  church  when  a  young  girl.  On 
July  18,  1906,  she  was  married  to  Bernal  T. 
Rimel  of  Broadway,  and  to  this  union  five 
daughters  were  born.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  five  daughters,  one  foster 
son,  ten  grandchildren,  two  brothers  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Linville  Creek  church  by  Elder 
Samuel  D.  Zigler  and  the  undersigned. — 
Robert  D.  Hoover,   Broadway,  Va. 

Roop,  Samuel  B.,  son  of  Joel  and  Julia 
Nicodemus  Roop,  was  born  at  New  Wind- 
sor, Md.,  Oct.  13,  1864,  and  died  in  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  May  9,  1950.  In  1905  he  was 
married  to  Ida  Price,  who  preceded  him 
in  death  twenty-three  years  ago.  In  early 
life  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  one  brother 
and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Poe  funeral 
home  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  George  L.  Det- 
weiler.  Interment  was  in  the  Green  Hill 
cemetery. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro, 
Pa. 

Sale,  Margaret  Tyree,  wife  of  Hershal 
Sale,  died  May  1,  1950,  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  hospital  at  the  age  of  forty-three 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  daughter,  her  father,  four 
brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  John  F. 
Graham,  assisted  by  Rev.  Hager  of  the 
Pentecostal  Holiness  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs. 
John  F.  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Sampson,  Bertha  May,  daughter  of  John 
Franklin  and  Lydia  Rodabaugh  Musgrave, 
was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  May  1, 
1889,  and  died  May  15,  1950.  She  and  F.  A. 
Sampson  were  united  in  marriage  Sept. 
22,  1910,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  children,  three  grandchildren,  one  sis- 
ter and  one  brother.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Eagle  Creek  church,  where  she  served 
with  her  husband  in  the  office  of  deacon. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Eagle 
Creek  church  by  her  pastor. — Jesse  J.  An- 
glemyer,  Williamstown,   Ohio. 

Sell,  Lafayette,  was  born  March  23,  1863. 
and  died  May  18,   1950.    His  wife  preceded 
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him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by  one  sis- 
ter, two  brothers,  four  daughters,  three 
sons,  fourteen  grandchildren  and  nineteen 
great-grandchildren.  He  united  with  the 
church  and  for  two  and  a  half  years  served 
as  a  deacon.  For  many  years  he  took  care 
of  the  Riverview  cemetery.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, and  Elder  G.  Q.  Showalter  at  the 
Leamersville  church.  Interment  was  in 
the  Riverview  cemetery. — J.  Stanley  Ear- 
hart,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Shriver,  George  Henry,  son  of  Charles 
and  Catherine  Bowersox  Shriver,  died 
April  24,  1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife,  Lucy  Leib  Shriver,  died 
Dec.  16,  1924.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived 
by  four  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Elders  E.  E.  Baugher  and  J.  M. 
Stauffer.  Interment  was  in  the  Mummert's 
meetinghouse  cemetery. — A.  P.  Hetrick, 
Hanover,  Pa. 

Schrock,  Eva,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Lydia  Weaver,  was  born  in  Elkhart  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  and  died  March  11,  1950.  For 
many  years  she  was  a  member  of  the 
church.  In  1918  she  was  married  to  Will 
Schrock,  who  survives.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  writer  at  the  West- 
brook  funeral  home  in  Elkhart.  Burial 
was  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery. — 
G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Thompson,  Martha  Catherine,  was  born 
May  11,  1864,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Hyattsville,  Md.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  sons,  four 
daughters  and  twenty-four  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Alli- 
son funeral  home  by  Elder  Walter  A. 
Keeney  and  Robert  Knechel.  Burial  was 
in  the  Marsh  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Wal- 
ter A.  Keeney,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
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Arizona 
Phoenix,  First. — Since  our  last  report 
many  special  programs  and  meetings  have 
been  held  with  evidence  of  a  spiritual  as 
well  as  numerical  growth.  Following  our 
regular  services  on  Palm  Sunday,  six  new 
members  were  added  by  baptism.  There 
have  also  been  ten  members  received  by 
letter  and  two  by  reclamation.  On  Easter 
the  children  presented  a  program  at  the 
Sunday-school  hour.  The  evening  services 
were  conducted  by  the  young  people's 
group  with  a  brief  sermonette  by  Edgar 
Allman,  one  of  the  young  men  of  the 
church.  We  observed  our  love  feast  on 
the  evening  of  April  6.  On  April  16  a 
former  pastor,  Bro.  Russell  Sherman, 
preached  for  us.  We  continue  to  have 
group  meetings  prior  to  the  regular  serv- 
ices each  Sunday  evening  for  all  age 
groups.  The  adult  group  has  had  as  its 
leaders  Bro.  M.  E.  Steinberger,  one  of 
our  winter  visitors,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Helsel,  Bro. 
A.  W.  Arnold  and  Dover  Cummings.  On 
April  23,  we  were  privileged  to  have  as 
guest  speaker  the  regional  secretary  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  area,  Bro.  I.  V.  Funderburgh. 
— Dover  N.  Cummings,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

California 
Glendale. — At  our  family  night  each 
month  one  of  our  faithful  elderly  members 
is  honored.  Each  Sunday  evening  of  Lent 
we  had  some  special  feature  at  our  serv- 
ices pointing  our  thoughts  to  Easter 
through  story,  slides,  music,  pictures,  flan- 
nelograph  and  drama.  On  March  26  the 
Femiso  a  cappella  choir  of  the  Glendale 
Council  of  Churches  'presented  an  eve- 
ning of  Easter  music.  From  March  26  to 
April  2,  Bro.  Wright  delivered  messages 
each  evening  of  the  week.  On  April  6  we 
observed  our  love  feast.  On  April  9  we 
had  a  sunrise  service  followed  by  break- 
fast at  the  church.  Since  my  last  report 
four  persons  have  been  baptized,  ten  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  two  letters  have  been 
granted.  On  April  23,  Lucile  Long  Strayer 
of  La  Verne  delivered  a  message  on  Chris- 
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tian  Education. — Kathryn  M.  Royer,  Glen- 
dale, Calif. 

Long  Beach. — We  held  services  in  our 
new  church  for  the  first  time  on  Easter. 
The  formal  dedication  of  our  church  took 
place  on  April  23.  Many  visitors  from  the 
churches  in  the  district,  as  well  as  people 
from  the  community,  were  in  attendance. 
The  sanctuary  choir,  directed  by  Robert 
Walker,  our  assistant  pastor,  provided  the 
special  music  for  the  service.  Brethren 
Galen  B.  Ogden  and  H.  L.  Ruthrauff  as- 
sisted in  the  devotional  part.  Bro.  Leland 
S.  Brubaker  of  Elgin  preached  the  sermon 
of  dedication.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Norman  J. 
Baugher,  led  the  litany  of  dedication  and 
Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  offered  the  prayer  of 
dedication.  We  hope  to  do  some  land- 
scaping in  the  near  future.  The  estimated 
cost  of  our  church  is  $175,000.  The  archi- 
tecture is  of  colonial  design  throughout 
and  the  quiet,  simple  beauty  of  the  struc- 
ture seems  to  bear  out  one  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  our  denomination  was 
originally  founded — the  simple  life.  The 
sanctuary  seats  approximately  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  and  the  chapel  seats  one 
hundred.  There  is  equipment  for  all  of 
the  phases  of  our  program  in  Christian 
education  and  each  class  in  Sunday  school 
has  its  individual  room.  As  a  church  we 
are  hoping  to  develop  a  program  which 
will  raach  out  to  include  the  people  of  our 
entire  community.  The  week  preceding 
the  dedication  of  our  church  Bro.  Leland 
S.  Brubaker  had  been  with  us  and  had 
preached  to  us  on  Sunday  and  each  night 
during  the  week.  Our  regular  council 
meeting  is  to  be  held  on  the  evening  of 
April  25.  Several  classes  in  the  Sunday 
school  are  sponsoring  an  all-church  dinner 
in  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike, 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Yuba  Cily. — Missionaries  James  and 
Merle  Bowman  and  their  family  of  Ni- 
geria, West  Africa,  visited  our  church  on 
March  10.  They  showed  us  some  interest- 
ing slides,  sang  some  native  songs  and  de- 
livered an  interesting  message.  A  sing- 
spiration  was  recently  held  in  our  chapel 
with  young  people  from  the  different 
churches  of  the  community  participating. 
The  women  of  our  circle  are  doing  visita- 
tion work.  District  officers  of  the  women's 
work  visited  us  on  April  20  for  a  pot- 
luck  dinner.  Bro.  Ralph  Rarick  of  Live 
Oak  conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  March  19 — April  1.  On  April  4 
the  Dorcas  circle  served  lunch  to  the 
La  Verne  College  choir.  Their  evening 
program  was  held  at  the  Live  Oak  church. 
On  April  6  our  love  feast  was  held  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  pre- 
siding. Two  new  members  have  been  re- 
ceived by  letter  in  our  church.  Work  is 
progressing  on  our  new  parsonage,  which 
is  being  constructed  on  the  church  prop- 
erty. The  men's  work  group  is  donating 
labor.  An  all-church  picnic  is  being 
planned  for  April  30  in  co-operation  with 
the  Live  Oak  congregation. — Loretta  Lan- 
dis,   Marysville,    Calif. 

Illinois 

Canton. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  H.  Cameron 
was  chosen  to  represent  us  at  Annual 
Conference.  We  have  supported  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Brotherhood  by  offerings  for 
peace,  One  Hour  of  Sharing,  Brotherhood 
Fund  and  religious  education.  Some  mem- 
bers attended  the  women  and  men's  rally 
at  Decatur  on  March  18.  The  men  spon- 
sored a  family  night  dinner  at  which  the 
pastor  of  the  local  Baptist  church  was  the 
speaker.  The  women's  work  group  meets 
each  Wednesday  and  has  made  several 
quilts,  one  for  the  home  at  Girard,  some 
for  overseas  relief  and  two  for  local  needy 
families.  Our  missionary  meeting  is  held 
each  first  Wednesday  afternoon  and  the 
mothers'  study  club  each  second  Wednes- 
day. Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
was  held  May  9.  On  the  evening  of  March 
5  our  church  was  host  to  the  W.C.T.U., 
which  presented  a  special  program  in- 
cluding the  showing  of  the  film.  Liquid 
Lore.  A  carload  of  young  people  attended 
the  spring  rally  at  the  Allison  Prairie 
church  on  March  26.  A  series  of  pre- 
Easter  services  was  held  by  our  pastor 
March  26 — April  5,  with  Mrs.  Helen  Eshle- 


man  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  as  the 
music  leader.  Baptismal  and  communion 
services  were  held  on  April  6.  Two  per- 
sons were  received  by  letter,  twenty-three 
by  baptism  and  others  are  awaiting  the 
rite.  Several  visitors  from  other  churches 
came  to  observe  our  baptism  and  com- 
munion. On  Easter  evening  the  young 
people  and  the  choir  presented  the  can- 
tata-pageant, On  the  Third  Day.  Plans 
are  being  laid  for  our  daily  vacation 
church  school  this  summer.  Our  pastor 
leads  us  each  Wednesday  evening  in  a 
study  of  prayer  and  the  significance  of  the 
spiritual  life. — Pearl  A.  Rohrer,  Canton, 
111. 

Indiana 

Fairview. — Since  our  last  report,  we  have 
purchased  a  parsonage  near  the  church 
and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Waldo  Kinsel,  and 
his  family  have  moved  in.  On  the  evening 
of  Jan.  30  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  director  of 
European  relief  work,  was  with  us  in  a 
meeting  sponsored  by  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  Indiana.  On  the  evening  of  March 
2  our  young  people  presented  the  play. 
The  Good  Steward.  At  our  last  council 
meeting  we  elected  Everett  Dunk  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  district  young  people's  cabinet 
met  with  Dorothy  Strain  on  the  week  end 
of  April  1.  On  April  23  we  observed  Man- 
chester day.  Bro.  Paul  Halladay,  teacher 
of  music  at  Manchester  College,  and  his 
wife  were  with  us  and  Bro.  Halladay  de- 
livered a  sermon  in  songs.  Our  ladies'  aid 
made  thirteen  comforters  for  relief.  The 
men's  work  is  progressing. — Mrs.  Mattie 
Peter,   Lafayette,   Ind. 

Ladoga. — We  met  in  our  spring  council 
meeting  on  April  16,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Albert  Harshbarger,  presiding.  Mrs.  Carl 
Moore  was  elected  Messenger  correspond- 
ent. The  ministerial  and  building  com- 
mittee were  asked  to  secure  a  parsonage. 
The  ladies'  aid  agreed  to  donate  $125  to- 
ward the  redecorating  of  the  church  audi- 
torium. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Keller,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Claude  Harshbarger  and  the 
young  people  are  completing  plans  for  a 
family  night  service  to  be  held  in  the  near 
future  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milford 
Mitchell,  who  were  recently  married  in 
our  church,  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Lloyd 
Evans.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  formerly  Joan 
Rogers,  one  of  our  active  young  people. 
June  4  will  be  rural  church  Sunday  and 
our  church  will  be  host  to  all  of  the 
churches  in  Clark  township. — Mrs.  Carl 
Moore,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

Pine  Creek. — Bro.  Eldon  Burke  was  with 
us  recently  and  gave  a  report  on  condi- 
tions in  Europe.  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  relief 
administrator  in  Europe,  was  with  us  on 
Feb.  6  and  brought  us  a  report  on  our  re- 
lief work.  We  are  remodeling  our  church 
house.  The  basement  is  nearing  comple- 
tion and  work  on  the  main  floor  has  begun. 
Our  men's  work  group  collected  over  eight 
hundred  pounds  of  harness  for  the  farmers 
in  Europe.  Our  ladies'  groups  are  actively 
engaged  in  serving  and  making  comforters 
for  relief.  They  responded  to  the  call  for 
blankets  and  clothing  for  the  T.B.  hospital 
at  Thalham,  Austria.  On  the  evening  of 
March  31  the  Manchester  a  cappella  choir 
presented  a  program.  Our  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Don  Holsopple  of 
Bethany  Seminary.  Three  persons  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  We 
responded  with  our  share  of  food  for  the 
Kaltenstein  Home  for  Boys  at  Stuttgart, 
Germany. — Mrs.  Mildred  Stump,  Lakeville, 
Ind. 

Wawaka. — Bro.  John  Eberly  gave  an  il- 
lustrated lecture  on  his  recent  work  in 
Europe.  Bro.  Lawrence  Shultz  also  gave 
a  report  of  his  visit  to  Europe  and  the 
Allen  Weldys  gave  an  interesting  account 
of  the  origin  and  growth  of  our  Kentucky 
mission  by  the  use  of  pictures  which  they 
had  taken  while  on  a  visit  there.  One 
Sunday  evening  a  group  of  students  from 
Manchester  College  led  an  interesting  and 
helpful  discussion  on  the  building  of  Chris- 
tian personality.  We  had  an  impressive 
Easter  service  following  which  a  dedica- 
tion service  was  held  for  babies.  At  the 
close  of  the  service  six  persons  accepted 
Christ.    The   young  married   people   have 


prepared  the  play,  Conversion,  under  the 
direction  of  our  pastor  and  have  been  pre- 
senting it  in  various  churches.  The  wom- 
en's work  group  has  been  making  layettes 
and  older  children's  clothing  for  relief. 
Plans  are  under  way  to  start  a  remodeling 
project  on  the  church  when  the  weather 
permits.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  our 
church  attendance.  —  Blanche  Blosser 
Frick,    Wawaka,    Ind. 

Iowa 

Council  Bluffs. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  enjoyed  a  spiritual  love  feast.  One 
young  lady  was  baptized.  Holy  Week  and 
Easter  services  were  held.  We  joined  with 
the  other  Protestant  churches  of  the  city 
in  a  three-hour  Good  Friday  service.  In 
a  recent  business  meeting  we  decided  to 
participate  in  a  city-wide  Sunday-school 
parade,  which  is  an  annual  project.  We 
will  also  co-operate  with  other  Protestant 
churches  in  a  teaching  mission  this  fall. — 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Ambrose,  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa. 

Mount  Etna. — Our  men's  group  remod- 
eled the  church  basement.  The  ladies'  aid 
purchased  three  metal  cupboards  and  had 
a  new  bottled  gas  stove  installed  in  the 
basement.  On  April  12  we  held  a  fellow- 
ship supper,  following  which  we  rededi- 
cated  the  newly  remodeled  basement.  Our 
regular  spring  council  meeting  was  held 
with  Bro.  Homer  Caskey,  our  elder,  pre- 
siding and  church  and  Sunday-school  of- 
ficers were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Homer  Caskey  was  elected  elder  and 
Bro.  Oliver  L.  Davison  and  his  wife  were 
retained  as  pastors  for  another  year. 
Brethren  Stanley  Evans  and  Clarence 
Johnston  will  be  our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict  meeting   in   September   at    Ottumwa. 


Bro.  Davison  was  in  the  Centerville  hos- 
pital for  surgery  and  during  his  absence 
Bro.  Stanley  Evans  had  charge  of  the  serv- 
ices. On  April  23  we  held  installation 
services  for  the  Sunday-school  officers  and 
teachers  with  Bro.  Charles  Colyn  of  Lenox 
presiding.  On  the  evening  of  April  29  the 
a  cappella  choir  of  McPherson  College  pre- 
sented a  program.  Mrs.  Clara  K'an,  a 
Chinese  who  has  been  attending  Bethany 
Seminary,  gave  a  talk  on  China  on  the 
evening  of  April  30. — Grace  Mae  Davison, 
Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 

Waterloo. — While  we  were  waiting  for 
our  new  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  Perry  Prather,  to  arrive,  the 
men's  work  redecorated  the  parsonage  and 
put  new  sidewalks  and  steps  in  front  of 
the  house.  Our  pastor  conducted  a  class 
in  church  doctrine  during  the  Lenten 
season.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  Feb.  17  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Prather, 
as  the  main  speaker.  Our  Lenten  revival 
meetings  began  March  26  and  continued 
through  Easter.  Twenty-six  new  mem- 
bers were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism 
and  letter  and  one  was  reconsecrated.  At 
the  Palm  Sunday  service  a  procession  by 
the  junior  choir  with  genuine  palms,  pan- 
tomimed the  Scripture  which  was  read  by 
the  pastor.  The  choir  presented  the  can- 
tata, The  Crucifixion,  on  Palm  Sunday 
evening.  We  were  guests  of  the  First 
Brethren  congregation  at  an  Easter  break- 
fast. Our  pastor  delivered  the  message  at 
the  sunrise  service.  Our  candlelight  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  April  16.  March  5  was  visitation  Sun- 
day on  which  every  family  was  visited  or 
accounted  for.  Plans  are  being  made  for 
our  daily  vacation  Bible  school,  which  will 
be  held  June  26 — July  7.    At  our  last  coun- 
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for  July,  August  and  September  will  be  about  great  men  and 
women  of  the  Bible.  Although  the  books  described  below  do 
not  consider  all  those  characters  included  in  the  lessons,  they 
will  help  you  to  see  how  to  find  and  use  the  important  facts 
about  the  lives  of  Biblical  characters. 


FEMININE  FACES,  by  Clovis  G.  Chappell $2.00 

Reading  these  vivid  word  portraits  of  sixteen  Bible  women  enables  us  to 
make  their  problems  our  problems  and  their  solutions  our  solutions.  Ruth 
is  the  only  character  included  in  both  this  book  and  the  Sunday-school 
lessons.  » 

GREAT  WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE,  by  Clarence  E.  McCartney  . . .  .$2.00 

A  series  of  biographical  sermons  on  women  of  the  Bible  by  a  minister 
noted  for  his  excellent  biographical  preaching.  Appealing  and  stimulating 
to  students  of  the  Bible.  Discusses  none  of  the  women  included  in  the 
quarter's  study. 

GREATEST  MEN  OF  THE  BIBLE,  by  Clarence  E.  McCartney  . .  .$2.00 

Fifteen  Bible  characters  are  sketched  in  sermon  form.  With  his  usual 
insights,  the  author  throws  light  on  our  lives  by  revealing  their  lives. 
Moses,  Samuel,  Elijah,  David,  Peter,  Paul  and  the  Baptist  are  included  in 
this  book  and  in  the  quarter's  lessons. 

TRIALS  OF  GREAT  MEN  OF  THE  BIBLE, 

by  Clarence  E.  McCartney    $2.00 

With  frankness  and  humanness,  these  thirteen  vivid  sermons  show  how 
as  many  outstanding  men  of  Bible  times  met  great  tests.  Jacob,  Moses, 
Elijah,  David,  Mark,  Peter,  and  Paul  are  found  in  this  book  as  well  as 
in  the  Sunday-school  lessons. 

THE  WISEST  FOOL  AND  OTHER  MEN  OF  THE  BIBLE, 

by  Clarence  E.  McCartney   $2.00 

Sixteen  timely  and  timeless  Bible  biographies  that  throw  light  upon  the 
age-old  problem  of  man's  relationships  with  God.  Mark  is  the  only  person 
considered  in  this  book  and  in  the  quarter's  lessons. 


CAP  GOODS  We  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


cil  meeting  we  decided  that  our  pastor  and 
his  wife  should  represent  us  at  Annual 
Conference  this  year.  The  pastor  and  choir 
had  charge  of  the  Sunday  morning  broad- 
casts over  KAYX  during  the  month  of 
March.  The  men's  group  will  sponsor  the 
annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet, 
which  will  be  held  on  May  10.  The  wom- 
en's work  group  has  donated  $100  toward 
the  church  district  quota,  $100  toward  the 
shingling  of  the  parsonage  and  $25  to  Beth- 
any Hospital.  A  reception  for  the  new 
members  was  held  on  the  evening  of  April 
23. — Mrs.  John  Thompson,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Garden  City. — Our  attendance  and  inter- 
est in  both  Sunday  school  and  worship 
services  have  greatly  increased  during  the 
past  few  months  because  of  the  home 
evangelism  and  visitation  by  our  church 
members  led  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  L. 
Patrick,  and  our  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent, A.  L.  Elrod.  We  have  added 
twenty  new  members  to  our  church  fel- 
lowship since  our  last  report,  eleven  by 
transfer  of  letter  and  nine  by  baptism. 
Bro.  Harold  Crist  of  Scott  City,  our  church 
moderator,  conducted  an  eight  weeks' 
Bible  study  course  on  the  Book  of  Acts. 
Our  pre-Easter  services  included  a  Lenten 
supper  and  candlelighting  service  at  the 
beginning  of  Lent.  Our  choir  sang  the 
cantata,  The  Cross  Triumphant,  on  Palm 
Sunday,  directed  by  Esther  Bowman. 
Special  Holy  Week  services,  including  our 
love  feast,  were  conducted  by  Bro.  David 
J.  Wieand  of  Bethany  Seminary.  Eleven 
commitments  were  made  on  Easter  morn- 
ing. The  McPherson  College  male  quartet 
was  with  us  for  our  Easter  services.  A 
sunrise  worship  service  and  breakfast  for 
all  the  youth  of  the  city  were  held  in  our 
church  on  Easter  morning.  We  have  re- 
cently added  another  adult  class  to  our 
Sunday  school.  We  have  purchased  a  new 
electric  organ  for  the  church.  The  Chris- 
tian Homebuilders  class  sponsored  a  pro- 
gram of  dramatic  records  over  our  local 
station  during  family  week.  This  class  al- 
so produced  a  play  on  the  Christian  fam- 
ily. April  23  was  cradle  roll  and  nursery 
day  at  our  church.  Fifteen  babies  and 
their  parents  were  dedicated.  An  attend- 
ance contest,  which  is  now  starting,  will 
close  on  June  4  with  a  church  picnic. — 
Mrs.  Herb  Daugherty,  Garden  City, 
Kansas. 

Gravel  Hill. — One  week  of  pre-Easter 
services  were  held  by  the  pastor,  Ward 
Nance.  Special  music  was  presented  each 
evening.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  April 
11.  The  children  distributed  Easter  bas- 
kets on  Easter  Eve  with  invitations  to 
Sunday  school.  A  social  hour  is  held  every 
other  Sunday  evening  after  the  preaching 
service.  We  entertained  the  young  peo- 
ple's conference  on  April  15  and  16  with  a 
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ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  13-18,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Canada,   Western — First   Irricana,    Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana — 

Pleasant  Valley,  July  13-16. 
Texas   and  Louisiana — Falfurrias,   July   20- 

23. 
Virginia,  First— Copper  Hill,  July  18-20. 
Virginia,  Southern — Bethlehem,  July  25-27 
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weinie  roast,  vespers  and  a  campfire  in  the 
woods.  Raymond  Flory  of  McPherson  was 
the  speaker.  Mrs.  Robert  Barrett  of  Verdi- 
gris drew  a  chalk  picture  of  The  Good 
Shepherd.  Robert  Keim  of  McPherson  was 
a  guest  speaker  in  March.  We  have 
painted  and  papered  the  interior  of  the 
church. — Clara  Kaufman,  Gridley,  Kansas. 
Morrill. — Our  pastor  has  been  leading 
the  the  adult  group  in  the  study  of  the 
Book  of  Matthew  each  Sunday  evening. 
The  first  Sunday  of  every  month  the 
young  people  have  a  social  following 
church.  An  offering  of  $100  was  given  to 
McPherson  College.  A  group  of  young 
Negro  people  of  Sabetha  presented  a  pro- 
gram of  spirituals  one  Sunday.  Our  organ, 
a  gift  to  the  church  from  Norman  Saylor, 
Jr.,  and  his  nephew,  Warren  Saylor,  in 
memory  of  their  parents  and  grandparents, 
was  dedicated.  Two  of  our  members  have 
been  taken  by  death.  The  World  Day  of 
Prayer  was  observed  by  union  services  in 
the  evening.  On  Feb.  12  the  film,  Shep- 
herd of  India,  was  shown.  A  special  of- 
fering amounting  to  $219.19  was  taken  in 
March  for  McPherson  College.  The 
churches  in  town  united  in  services  dur- 
ing Holy  Week.  An  Easter  cantata  was 
presented  on  April  9.  Our  women's  work 
organization  meets  once  a  month  to  sew 
for  relief.  Since  our  last  report,  19  large 
and  4  small  comforters,  263  pounds  of 
clothing,  and  food  packages  weighing  40 
pounds  have  been  sent  to  New  Windsor 


and  2  comforters  and  clothing  have  been 
given  to  a  needy  family.  The  women  have 
also  sent  fifty  dollars  to  national  women's 
work.  On  April  12  our  women  met  here  in 
a  joint  meeting  with  the  Sabetha,  Richland 
Center  and  Rock  Creek  churches;  Mrs. 
Lowe,  a  returned  missionary  to  Korea, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Our  pastor,  L.  M. 
Baldwin,  will  represent  our  church  at  An- 
nual Conference.  Since  our  last  report, 
five  persons  have  been  received  by  bap- 
tism and  four  by  letter.  Our  father  and 
son  banquet  was  held  April  25. — Mrs.  Mary 
Poister,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Salem. — The  women  of  our  church  or- 
ganized into  what  is  called  the  Salem 
W.W.T.  (Women  Work  Together).  Our 
church  recently  sponsored  the  bringing  of 
a  Polish  DP  family  of  five  to  America. 
Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  spent  several  days 
in  our  church.  He  delivered  messages  and 
showed  pictures  on  China.  Bro.  W.  H. 
Yoder  of  McPherson  conducted  a  preach- 
ing mission  during  the  last  week  of  March. 
Nine  adults  were  brought  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church  during  the  Easter  sea- 
son, six  by  letter  and  three  by  baptism. 
Recently  the  men  planted  two  rows  of  red 
cedar  trees  at  the  parsonage.  The  last 
week  of  Christ's  life  was  vividly  portrayed 
in  a  shadow  pageant  presented  on  Easter 
evening  by  a  group  of  adults  and  children. 
The  music  for  the  pageant  was  furnished 
by  the  young  people. — Mrs.  H.  C.  Lehman, 
Nickerson,  Kansas. 


Maryland 

Frederick. — The  Clericus  male  chorus  of 
Bridgewater  College  presented  a  sacred 
concert  at  the  evening  service  on  March 
5.  Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger,  presided 
at  our  semiannual  council  on  March  9.  We 
voted  to  retain  our  pastor,  Paul  Kinsel. 
The  council  accepted  the  recommendation 
of  the  official  board  to  elect  three  more 
deacons.  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  was 
observed  on  March  12.  The  sound  film. 
Answer  for  Ann,  was  shown  at  the  evening 
service.  On  March  19  the  young  people's 
organization  presented  the  play,  The  Lost 
Church.  Bro.  Willard  G.  Wilson  of  Mar- 
tinsburg.  Pa.,  a  former  pastor,  conducted 
our  Lenten  preaching  mission  March  26 — 
April  2.  On  April  3  thirteen  new  members 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
The  Lord's  Supper  was  observed  on  Thurs- 
day evening  of  Holy  Week.  Many  of  our 
members  saw  the  film,  King  of  Kings, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  city  ministe- 
rium  and  shown  at  a  local  theater  each 
morning  during  Holy  Week.  The  special 
building  fund  offering  exceeded  two  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  evening  service,  under 
the  direction  of  our  pastor,  was  a  presen- 
tation of  the  Easter  drama,  The  Tragedy 
That  Opened  the  Tomb;  the  two  choirs 
participated.— Mrs  John  W.  Wolfe,  Fred- 
erick, Md. 

Manor. — On  March  5  Bro.  Ira  Petre  gave 
an  interesting  account  of  his  work  in  Af- 
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MASTERY  OF  THE  MASTER,  THE  . .  Was  $1.00 
DeWitt  L.  Miller 

Analyzes  the  elements  in  the 
life  of  Jesus  that  made  him  a 
masterful  personality,  one  who 
was  master  of  his  own  life  and 
is  yet  the  Master  of  others. 
Shows  how  we  too  can  become 
more  like  Jesus  in  the  mastery 
of  our  own  lives.  The  work  of 
a  Brethren  minister,  it  is  true 
to  the  Brethren  outlook  and  to 
their  practices.  It  is  positive 
and   forward-looking. 


SEVENTY    TIMES    SEVEN 
Rufus  D.  Bowman 


After  summarizing  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren's pacifist  position  and  ex- 
perience the  author  offers  some 
reasons  why  so  many  of  the 
church's  young  men  accepted 
military  service  in  World  War 
II.  Constructive  suggestions 
for  peace  education  are  given. 
This  book  is  designed  for  use 
in  study  groups. 
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MUNITION  MAKER  OF  GALILEE   . .  Was  $1.00 


Ralph   E.   Byers 


picture  of  life  in 


In  Jesus'  day  as  well  as  in 
more  recent  times  the  making 
of  munitions  of  war  was  more 
lucrative  than  the  making  of 
the  implements  of  peaceful  liv- 
ing. In  this  narrative  Joseph 
of  Nazareth  and  his  appren- 
tice-son, Jesus,  insist  on  using 
their  skill  exclusively  on 
"munitions  of  peace."  It  is  a 
touchingly  beautiful  story  sim- 
ply told,  and  gives  an  authentic 
first-century  Palestine. 


HIS    DAYS    AND    OURS  

Charles  C.  Ellis 

The  president  emeritus  of  Ju- 
niata College  gives  in  this  little 
volume  a  series  of  Lenten  ad- 
dresses on  Jesus'  last  days  with 
an  interpretation  of  the  signif- 
icance of  his  last  days  for  our 
day.  His  Days  and  Ours  is 
especially  appropriate  for 
Lenten  study,  but  is  well  worth 
reading  at  any  time.  An  at- 
tractively made-up  volume. 


Was  $1.00 
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rica  at  the  Manor  Sunday  school  and  later 
in  the  morning  conducted  church  services 
at  Downsville,  where  he  related  many 
more  of  his  African  experiences.  On 
March  6  we  held  our  spring  business  meet- 
ing. A  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit 
funds  for  our  church  improvement  pro- 
gram. Bro.  Walter  Green  will  be  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Reichard,  and  four  of  our  young 
people  attended  the  youth  conference  at 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  March  17  and  18.  A 
peace  caravan,  composed  of  Hilda  Rumsey, 
Peggy  Eberly,  Herbert  Williams  and  Ralph 
Baker,  conducted  services  at  the  Downs- 
ville church  March  17-19.  Bro.  Samuel 
Lindsay,  pastor  of  the  Myersville  church, 
conducted  a  week's  series  of  meetings  for 
us  at  this  place  March  19-26.  We  united 
again  this  year  with  the  St.  James  Pro- 
gressive Brethren  for  the  Easter  sunrise 
service.  In  conjunction  with  the  youth 
fellowship  program  on  Easter  evening  the 
Sunday-school  children  sang  several  songs 
and  Bro.  Charles  Green  delivered  a  short 
message.  The  ladies'  quartet  of  Bridge- 
water  College  presented  a  musical  pro- 
gram at  the  Downsville  church  on  April 
22.  Our  communion  service  was  held  on 
May  14  with  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  presiding. 
— Naomi  H.  Coffman,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Michigan 

Elmdale. — We  met  in  our  quarterly  busi- 
ness meeting  on  the  evening  of  March  23, 
with  Elder  Roy  McRoberts  of  Copemish 
presiding.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Earl  Funder- 
burg,  assisted  in  the  union  services  at  the 
Freeport  Methodist  church  on  Good  Fri- 
day. On  Easter  morning  the  Sunday- 
school  children  presented  an  Easter  pro- 
gram of  songs,  recitations  and  two  play- 
lets. In  the  evening  the  CYBF  showed  The 
Easter  Story  by  means  of  slides.  We  are 
having  one  week  of  evangelistic  services 
beginning  on  the  morning  of  April  23, 
with  Bro.  John  Burns  of  the  Campbell 
Brethren  church  as  the  evangelist.  Our 
communion  services  were  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  6.— Mrs.  Ray  Wieland,  Elm- 
dale,  Mich. 

Sunfield. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Gandy, 
preached  a  series  of  inspirational  sermons 
during  the  weeks  preceding  Easter.  One 
junior  lad  accepted  Christ  on  Easter  morn- 
ing. The  children's  department  presented 
a  special  Easter  program  preceding  the 
sermon.  This  department  has  been  spe- 
cializing in  the  memorizing  of  Scripture 
and  the  superintendent  held  an  achieve- 


ment party  at  the  close  of  the  effort.  We 
are  happy  to  have  the  Bernickowich  fam- 
ily from  White  Russia,  who  have  a  teen- 
age son  working  for  one  of  our  farmer 
Brethren.  Our  aid  society  has  finished 
sewing  a  supply  of  new  garments  for 
overseas  relief  and  also  have  some  new 
comforters  and  other  clothing  ready  to 
send.  We  will  provide  some  blankets  for 
our  new  Michigan  camp.  Recently  we 
showed  the  film,  The  Vicious  Circle,  at 
our  church,  following  which  a  discussion 
on  the  subject  led  us  to  vote  to  back  up 
the  temperance  movements  of  our  com- 
munity. Sam  Morris,  a  temperance  leader, 
has  been  speaking  in  various  churches  of 
this  area.  With  the  return  of  better  roads 
we  are  resuming  Sunday  evening  services 
again. — Mrs.  Virginia  Snavely,  Vermont- 
ville,  Mich. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis. — On  two  different  occasions 
we  have  enjoyed  the  testimonies  and  sing- 
ing of  a  group  of  young  people  from  the 
Minneapolis  Bible  school.  Bro.  W.  S.  Sink 
built  and  donated  six  plywood  communion 
tables  to  the  church.  On  April  2  we  had 
a  fellowship  dinner  and  housewarming  for 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Ralph  Wiley,  and  his  fam- 
ily. Our  pastor  held  three  evenings  of 
pre-Easter  meetings.  The  children  pre- 
sened  a  program  on  Easter  morning.  On 
April  19  Bro.  J.  D.  Kyser  delivered  the 
morning  message  and  had  charge  of  the 
installation  service  for  our  pastor.  This 
was  followed  by  a  fellowship  dinner  and 
business  meeting.  We  decided  at  council 
to  put  in  a  new  gas-heating  plant  to  re- 
place our  coal  furnace  and  to  completely 
remodel  the  worship  center  of  our  church. 
Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff,  our  church  architect, 
gave  us  some  very  helpful  suggestions.  We 
are  trying  to  purchase  a  parsonage  near 
the  church.  For  the  first  time  in  many 
years  we  will  have  a  delegate  at  Annual 
Conference.  The  ladies'  aid  is  doing  relief 
sewing.  Five  of  our  young  people  attended 
the  rally  at  Worthington  on  April  22  and  . 
23.  We  are  very  much  encouraged  by  our 
fine  young  people's  group  and  their  en- 
thusiasm. We  are  starting  a  midweek 
prayer  meeting  and  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices. Our  attendance  is  gradually  in- 
creasing.— Mrs.  Wayne  Hollin,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Missouri 

Carthage.  —  Our  Sunday-school  and 
church  attendance  has  increased.  Two  let- 
ters were  received.   The  young  people  and 


BRETHREN  PREACHING  TODAY 

By  Thirty-two  Brethren  Preachers 

Was  $2.00;  now  75  cents 

This  book  grew  out  of  a  project  initiated 
by  the  Pastors'  Association  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  From  nearly 
two  hundred  sermons  submitted  these 
thirty-two  were  selected  as  being  rep- 
resentative of  the  preaching  being  done 
in  Brethren  churches  today.  The 
themes  and  their  treatment  are  varied. 
Each  sermon  carries  a  message  worth 
reading — a  message  which  reflects  the 
Brethren  outlook  and  the  Brethren 
way  of  life. 
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men's  work  sponsored  the  digging  and 
finishing  of  the  basement  in  the  church. 
Two  gas  floor  furnaces  were  installed  in 
the  church  auditorium.  One  was  a  gift 
from  the  young  people's  group;  the  other 
a  gift  from  George  McFadden  in  memory 
of  his  parents,  Brother  and  Sister  Henry 
McFadden.  The  Carthage  church  was  well 
represented  at  the  district  young  people's 
rally  held  in  Jericho  Springs  on  April  2. 
Several  young  people  attended  the  state 
rally  in  Kansas  City  on  April  23.  Bro.  A. 
W.  Adkins  presided  at  the  love  feast  held 
on  the  Friday  night  before  Easter.  Bro. 
O.  H.  Feiler  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  is 
conducting  a  revival  meeting.  The  services 
will  close  on  the  evening  of  April  30.  Bro. 
Feiler  has  also  been  showing  pictures. 
One  evening  the  anointing  service  was 
held  for  one  of  our  sisters. — Olive  E. 
Holmes,  Carthage,  Mo. 

Nebraska 

Beatrice. — Several  members  of  our 
church  had  a  part  in  the  union  evangelistic 
effort  held  here  in  March.  A  church  choir 
has  been  organized.  Several  persons  from 
the  church  attended  the  meeting  in  Lin- 
coln, when  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  gave  a  talk 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  440.  Would  like  to  locate  the  family 
of  Bro.  Frank  Kinzie.  Am  an  old  friend 
of  the  Kinzies.  Write:  Mrs.  Irena  M. 
Shuler,  12851  S.  West  Street,  Garden 
Grove,   Calif. 

No.  441.  Christian  man  in  late  40's  with 
small  family  would  like  year-round  work 
and  a  house  in  which  to  live  on  an  eastern 
farm.  Write:  George  Fifer,  Seventh  and 
Lloyd  Sts.,  Chester,  Pa. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleas- 
ant St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  448.  Wanted:  Unattached  lady,  pref- 
erably Brethren,  who  will  care  for  invalid 
mother  while  daughter  works.  Located  one 
block  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Miss  Edith  V.  Fry,  232  W.  Benton  Ave., 
Naperville,  111. 
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and  the  first  week  of  June.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  D.  J.  McCann,  and  his  wife  are  plan- 
ning to  attend  the  music  conference  and 
Annual  Conference  in  Grand  Rapids. — 
Mrs.  D.  J.  McCann,  Ripley,  Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Burnham. — We  just  closed  a  very  suc- 
cessful two  weeks'  revival  meeting  with 
Bro.  John  Rowland  of  Greencastle  as  the 
evangelist.  The  meetings  closed  on  Palm 
Sunday.  The  pastor,  Bro.  Eli  S.  Keeny, 
baptized  seven  people  that  afternoon  and 
in  the  evening  we  had  our  love  feast  with 
Bro.  Rowland  presiding.  During  the  next 
week  two  more  decided  for  Christ  and 
the  pastor  baptized  them  on  Easter  after- 
noon.— Mrs.  Eli  S.  Keeny,  Burnham,  Pa. 

Codorus. — Elder  M.  R.  Zigler  was  a  re- 
cent guest  speaker.  On  March  18  the 
young  people   of  Shrewsbury  presented   a 

program,  at  which  time  the  Happy  Cous- 
ins quartet  from  Chambersburg  sang.    On 

■ March  26  the  young  people  of  Codorus  pre- 

„  sented    a    program    with    Clair    Trout    of 

state  ■ Bupp's  Union  as  the  speaker  and  music  by 
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on  conditions  in  Europe.  The  women  of 
the  church  meet  on  Thursday  afternoon  of 
each  week  to  quilt  and  do  other  work.  Our 
Easter  sunrise  service  was  held  at  Iron 
Mountain.  After  the  church  service  on 
Easter,  a  mother,  her  son  and  her  daugh- 
ter, were  baptized.  Several  of  our  men  and 
boys  have  been  working  at  the  camp  site 
near  Kearney,  which  was  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  district. — Susan  Roelofsz, 
Beatrice,  Nebr. 

Ohio 

Canton,  First. — Our  Sunday  evening 
services  vary.  We  had  a  stimulating  panel 
discussion  on  prayer.  We  decided  that  a 
continuation  of  this  discussion  should  be 
held  over  until  the  following  Sunday  eve- 
ning and  we  discussed  what  constructive 
steps  we  can  take  in  making  prayer  a 
more  vital  part  of  the  church  program.  In 
our  midweek  services  we  discussed  the 
high  lights  of  the  letter  to  the  Hebrews. 
The  World  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  in 
the  Zion  Lutheran  church.  The  Lenten 
services  were  held  in  the  Christian  church 
with  a  different  speaker  each  evening.  Bro. 
Raymond  R.  Peters,  secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board,  was  with  us  for 
a  series  of  pre-Easter  services.  On  Palm 
Sunday  morning  consecration  services 
were  held  for  babies.  The  service  closed 
with  eight  baptisms.  Our  communion 
service  was  observed  on  Good  Friday 
evening  with  our  pastor  presiding  and 
each  deacon  taking  part.  Our  Easter  offer- 
ing amounted  to  $605.  The  men's  work 
sponsored  a  100%  Messenger  club.  They 
held  a  father  and  son  banquet  and  the 
proceeds  went  toward  the  support  of  Wen- 
dell Flory  of  China.  They  are  also  con- 
sidering a  Boy  Scout  troop. — Mrs.  Ira  Esh- 
elman,   Canton,   Ohio. 

East  Dayton. — The  men  of  the  church 
worked  several  nights  a  week  for  four 
weeks  on  the  new  church  building.  The 
women  furnished  the  evening  meal  and 
work  and  fellowship  were  enjoyed  by  all. 
Our  Easter  services  were  held  by  neigh- 
boring ministers.  As  a  result  of  these 
meetings,  seventeen  persons  were  bap- 
tized. On  Easter  afternoon  we  had  a  fare- 
well service  for  the  old  church  and  serv- 
ices on  Easter  evening  were  held  in  the 
new  church.  On  the  Monday  following 
Easter  we  moved  into  the  new  church. 
Much  work  is  yet  to  be  done.  We  hope  to 
be  ready  for  our  dedication  service  by  the 
first  of  July.  We  have  had  several  old- 
fashioned  prayer  meetings.  The  Dorcas 
Society  has  done  much  to  help  the  build- 
ing fund.  They  are  now  planning  to  hold 
a  rummage  sale. — Mrs.  Carl  Copenhaver, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Fostoria. — The  writer  was  chosen  as  Mes- 


senger agent  and  correspondent.  Our  pas- 
tor was  chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  and  Sister  Mary  Cook  and  Bro. 
Fred  Buckingham  were  elected  as  our 
delegates  to  district  conference.  Seven  of 
our  teachers  took  training  at  the  Fostoria 
School  of  Religion.  The  same  number  at- 
tended the  regional  training  school  at 
Manchester  College.  Bro.  Leonard  Custer 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  led  us  in  a  ten- 
day  revival.  As  a  result  of  this  effort  one 
person  was  received  by  baptism.  Seven 
others  have  been  received  by  baptism,  two 
by  letter  and  three  were  reconsecrated. 
The  women's  organization  has  sent  847 
pounds  of  clothing,  207  sewing  kits,  19 
comforters  and  70  pounds  of  soap  grease 
for  relief.  They  also  co-operated  with  the 
city  in  relief  work.  Our  church  co-oper- 
ated with  the  city  in  the  Week  of  Prayer 
and  Good  Friday  services. — Mrs.  Nellie 
Schubert,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Big  Creek. — During  the  first  two  weeks 
of  March  Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner 
of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  held  evangelistic 
services  for  us.  On  the  evening  of  April 
1  the  ladies'  quartet  of  McPherson  College 
delivered  a  message  in  song.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  April  16  our  CBYF  went  to  Guthrie 
to  conduct  the  worship  service.  The  theme 
of  the  talks  and  songs  was  Stewardship. 
Several  of  our  women  plan  to  attend  the 
women's  work  rally  at  Oklahoma  City  on 
April  26.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  May  7.  We  plan  to  have  a  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  the  last  week  of  May 


our  young  people's  chorus,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Evelyn  Godfrey.  We  had  Holy 
Week  services  in  the  Shrewsbury  and  Co- 
dorus churches  with  our  home  ministers 
bringing  the  messages.  On  April  9  the 
Codorus  chorus,  under  the  direction  of 
Lawrence  Hartman,  presented  The  Tri- 
umph, an  Easter  cantata,  and  an  offering 
was  lifted  for  our  church  improvement. 
On  April  10  we  held  our  Easter  council  at 
Codorus;  we  elected  George  Fuhrman  and 
Samuel  Lerew  as  our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  On  April  15  the  Pleasant  Hill 
men's  work  sponsored  a  program  by  the 
Prim  Singers,  a  Negro  group  of  Harris- 
burg.  On  April  22  and  23  we  had  Bro. 
R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethown  College 
with  us  in  a  Bible  institute. — Mary  A. 
Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Hollywood. — Since  Bro.  Ervin  Block  re- 
turned to  Bethany,  our  preaching  appoint- 
ments have  been  filled  by  the  ministers 
from  Nokesville  and  Manassas.  Bro.  Paul 
Swigart  and  his  family  were  with  us  re- 
cently and  preceding  the  morning  service 
Bro.  Swigart's  daughter  gave  a  reading 
and  she  and  her  two  friends  sang  a  special 
number.  We  are  looking  forward  to  hav- 
ing a  summer  pastor  again  this  year. — 
Marian  Quann,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Shiloh. — We  are  still  working  on  putting 
a  basement  under  our  church.  We  have 
a  power  mower  for  the  cemetery.  We  en- 
joyed the  visit  of  the  male  chorus  from 
Bridge  water  College.  We  have  electricity 
in  our  church  now.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
been  meeting  almost  every  week  this  win- 
ter to  make  quilts.  We  are  getting  a  field 
ready  in  which  to  plant  corn  as  our  Lord's 
acre  this  year. — Mrs.  Isabella  Coffman, 
Kasson,   W.  Va. 
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The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  July 

The  Place  of  Religion  in  Public  Schools 

by  Virgil  Henry 

A  public  school  superintendent  herein  considers  frankly  one  of  the 
most  controversial  themes  in  contemporary  education.  It  is  his 
conviction  that  religious  values  quite  apart  from  sectarian  view- 
points can  be  and  are  being  taught  in  the  public  schools. 

Copies  of  The  Place  of  Religion  in  Public 
Schools  will  be  mailed  to  members  of  the 
Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club 
on  July  10. 

Regular  price,  $2.50;  to  Brethren  ministers,  $2.00 
Brethren    Publishing    H  o  u  s  e  .  .  .  E  1  g  i  n  .     Illinois 
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The  Church  in  the  Center 


7 HIS  is  the  chapel  at  Boys  Town  in  Nebraska.  Hundreds  of  boys  of  all  nationali- 
ties and  races  come  to  this  town  or  home  made  famous  by  Father  Flanagan.  Many 
are  delinquent  when  they  come.  Most  of  them  grow  into  responsible  citizens  before 
they  leave. 

One  of  the  reasons  is  that  in  the  center  of  Boys  Town,  dominating  the  entire 
scene,  is  the  church.    It  becomes  central  in  the  boys'  lives  also. 

When  the  church  becomes  central  in  our  world,  there  will  be  less  personal  and 
national  delinquency  everywhere. 
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The  largest  membership  gain  in  its 
history  was  reported  for  1949  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 
at  its  recent  general  assembly.  A 
record  number  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry  was  also  reported  to  the 
meeting. 

Awards  of  merit  were  given  three 
newspapers  by  the  National  Re- 
ligious Publicity  Council  for  "out- 
standing service  rendered  to  or- 
ganized religion  through  the  pursuit 
of  impartial  journalism"  and  in 
testimony  to  their  "continued  efforts, 
in  behalf  of  all  faiths,  to  advance  the 
spiritual  life  of  our  nation."  The 
three  winners  were  The  New  York 
Times,  The  Newark  News  and  The 
Providence  Journal  and  Bulletin 
(R.I). 

An  agreement  to  settle  peacefully 
some  of  the  outstanding  irritations 
that  have  aroused  the  people  of  In- 
dia and  of  Pakistan  was  signed  by 
the  premiers  of  the  two  countries. 
Following  the  signing  the  News- 
paper Editors'  Associations  of  both 
countries  held  a  joint  meeting  at 
New  Delhi.  They  urged  the  devel- 
opment of  friendlier  press  attitudes 
and  the  dissemination  of  material 
that  would  build  understanding. 
(WP) 


Unemployment  compensation  was 

refused  a  Pennsylvania  woman  be- 
cause she  reputedly  turned  down  an 
offer  for  employment  from  a  distil- 
lery. She  did  so  because  her  father 
was  an  inebriate  and  she  had  taken 
a  pledge  never  to  drink  or  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  liquor. 

The  latest  product  of  a  Negro 
author,  George  Padmore,  has  been 
banned  from  Kenya,  Rhodesia, 
Uganda  and  the  Gold  Coast,  Africa, 
according  to  M.  Joseph-Mitchell 
general  and  traveling  secretary  of 
the  League  of  Colored  Peoples.  This 
is  a  violation,  he  points  out,  of 
Article  19  of  the  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights,  to  which  Great 
Britain   has   subscribed. 

A  plea  to  the  churches  of  Chris- 
tendom "no  longer  to  rely  upon  or 
support  war  or  the  preparation 
therefor  as  an  instrument  of  nation 
policy"  ended  the  four-day  Confer- 
ence on  the  Church  and  War.  The 
conference,  sponsored  by  fifteen 
religious  pacifist  groups  in  eleven 
Protestant  denominations,  called  on 
the  churches  to  support  a  demand 
for  a  world  conference  under  the 
United  Nations  to  consider  the  out- 
lawing of  the  A-  and  H-  bombs,  and 
universal  disarmament. 


Tasks  for  the  Church 


Dr.  H.  H.  Tsui,  general  secretary 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China, 
writing  in  The  Church  (April  1950), 
says  that  the  church  should  under- 
take the  following  at  once: 

"1.  Begin  to  study.  It  is  im- 
possible to  understand  the  age  with- 
out studying  all  literature  dealing 
with  the  new  age. 

"2.  Start  productive  work.  . . .  The 
church  should  be  the  first  to  respond 
to  the  call  of  the  People's  Govern- 
ment for  production  and  economy. 
If  should  take  a  vital  part  in  re- 
sponding to  local  needs.  Preachers 
should  take  the  lead  in  productive 
activities  to  strengthen  the  church's 
self-support. 

"3.  Constant  self-criticism.  .  .  . 
There  should  be  all  possible  self- 
criticism  .  .  .  and  a  readiness  to 
correct  faults  as  they  are  discarded. 

"4.  Promote  cultural  education. 
All  cultural  activities  of  the  church 
which  are  not  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  new  democratic  edu- 
cation should  be  encouraged.  Popu- 
lar education  should  be  encouraged 
to  wipe  out  illiteracy  and  raise  the 
level  of  public  knowledge. 


"5.  Unite  the  sections  of  the 
church.  .  .  .  The  age  of  church  de- 
nominations, coming  out  of  the 
'mission'  background,  is  over.  The 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  should 
bring  together  the  different  churches 
and  become  with  them  a  real  unity 
resulting  in  a  greater  contribution 
to  society. 

"6.  Start  social  service.  All  activi- 
ties that  benefit  the  people  are  a 
part  of  the  work  of  the  church.  .  .  . 
Quality,  not  quantity,  should  be 
aimed  at,  so  that  the  people  may 
know  that  the  church  is  their  be- 
loved home. 

"7.  Protect  world  peace.  The 
Christian  church  is  founded  on  the 
gospel  of  peace.  .  .  .  The  importance 
of  world  peace  should  be  emphasized 
in  all  gatherings  of  the  church  so 
that  .  .  .  the  outbreak  of  a  third 
world  war  .  .  .  may  be  prevented. 

"To  sum  up,"  concludes  Dr.  Tsui, 
"the  church  is  the  church  of  the 
people;  it  should  .  .  .  move  toward 
the  people  .  .  .  and  correct  its  mis- 
takes that  it  may  benefit  the  nation 
and  society." 

— Ecumenical  Press  Service 


NICE  PEOPLE  OR  NEW  MEN 


Only  when  the  Christ  enters  in 
and  our  lives  are  fully  surren- 
dered to  him  do  we  become  new 


men 


Nevin  H.  Zuck 

Pastor,   Elizabethtown,   Pennsylvania 

Sunday    Morning    Conference    Sermon, 
Grand    Rapids,    Michigan 
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THE  heart  of  our  Christian 
faith  is  that  of  a  God  who 
seeks  to  save  men.  The  Old 
Testament  tells  of  the  action  of 
God  to  help  erring  men  and  to 
bring  them  to  fellowship  with 
himself.  The  New  Testament 
moves  further  to  speak  of  the 


new  birth  and  the  new  life  in 
Christ. 

Jesus  stated,  as  recorded  in 
John  3,  that  without  a  complete 
change  of  nature  there  can  be 
no  salvation  for  humanity.  In 
the  heart  of  this  chapter  is  the 
experience  of  a  man  who  repre- 


sents many — Nicodemus,  a  kind 
of  Supreme  Court  justice,  pro- 
fessor of  philosophy  and  bishop 
all  rolled  up  in  one.  In  his  con- 
versation with  this  man,  Jesus 
states  that  the  kingdom  is  com- 
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posed  of  twice-born  men,  and 
makes  the  piercing  distinction 
between  "nice  people"  and  new 
men.  What  actually  happened  as 
a  result  of  the  interview  is  not 
clear.  We  do  know  that  after  our 
Lord's  death,  the  two  secret  dis- 
ciples, Joseph  of  Arimathea  and 
Nicodemus,  prepared  the  body 
for  burial  and  wrapped  it  in  new 
linen  and  laid  it  in  a  tomb.  Let 
us  assume  that  before  Nicode- 
mus leaves  the  New  Testament 
record,  he  is  a  new  man.  The 
point  of  the  conversation  of  Je- 
sus and  Nicodemus  is:  "except 
a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God"  (John 
3:3). 

Alongside  this  passage  of 
Scripture,  let  us  place  what  Ru- 
fus  Jones  has  called  "the  most 
important  single  moment  in  the 
history  of  modern  civilization" 
— the  conversion  of  Paul  (Acts 
9) ,  which  seemingly  is  the  full 
expression  of  what  Jesus  meant 


when  he  told  Nicodemus,  "ye 
must  be  born  again."  We  do  not 
question  the  reality  of  what  hap- 
pened to  Paul  on  the  Damascus 
Road,  but  most  of  us  do  not  feel 
an  urgency  for  an  experience  in 
as  spectacular  a  form  as  his  con- 
version. 

There  should  be  a  growing 
surrender  to  the  will  of  God 
even  in  the  heart  of  a  child,  but 
having  said  that,  we  do  not  mean 
to  remove  the  need  for  rebirth 
and  conversion.  We  are  rather 
saying  they  should  not  be  post- 
poned until  the  best  years  of 
life  are  passed  and  they  then  be- 
come a  matter  of  dramatic  res- 
cue. Conversion  should  be  as 
normally  a  part  of  life  as  the 
physical  development  and  men- 
tal awakening  which  comes  in 
the  years  of  adolescence.  Get- 
ting into  the  kingdom  involves 
a  definite,  and  sometimes  drastic, 
break  with  the  past — its  sins, 
habits,    thought    patterns,    and 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Jonah  Learns  God's  Missionary  Purpose 

Jonah 


God  has  a  job  for  men 

God  wanted  his  message  carried 
to  Nineveh.  He  selected  Jonah  to 
do  it.  But  Jonah  did  not  want  to 
go  to  Nineveh.  He  did  not  love  the 
people  of  Nineveh.  He  was  little 
and  bigoted.  It  the  people  of  Nine- 
veh were  destroyed,  it  was  no  affair 
of  Jonah's.  They  were  not  related 
to  him. 

So  Jonah  started  to  run  away 
from  the  presence  of  God. 

But  God  had  a  job  for  Jonah  and 
one  cannot  run  away  from  God. 
God  is  everywhere.  Presently, 
Jonah  discovered  this  and  set  out 
for  Nineveh. 
God  loves  all  men 

Jonah  shouted  his  denunciation  of 
Nineveh  with  some  satisfaction.  The 
people  there  were  wealthier  than 
the  Jews.  They  lived  in  better  cities 
than  the  Jews.  Jonah  would  have 
no  sorrow  in  seeing  these  foreigners 
wiped  out.  But  God  did  not  want 
to  wipe  them  out.  He  wanted  to 
save  them.    He  could  do  it  if  they 
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would  turn  to  him  and  repent. 

The  people  of  Nineveh  did  turn 
to  God  and  repent.  They  made  a 
city-wide  occasion  of  it  from  the 
king  down  to  the  lowest  citizen. 
And  God  was  pleased  that  they  re- 
pented. He  loves  all  men  and  it 
is  always  his  pleasure  to  save  men, 
not  to  punish  them. 

God    has    some     trouble    with    his 
workers 

Jonah  was  dissatisfied  that  his 
predicted  destruction  of  Nineveh 
would  not  be  carried  out.  He  was 
angry  with  God  because  God  was 
loving  instead  of  bigoted  like  Jonah. 
So  Jonah  pouted.  Now  God  had 
to  work  on  Jonah,  rather  than  to 
punish  and  destroy  the  Ninevites. 
He  did  it  by  trying  to  get  Jonah 
to  see  the  foolishness  of  his  bigotry 
and  the  bigness  of  God's  love.  It 
took  a  long  time,  but  God  stooped 
from  heaven  to  save  a  city  and  then 
to  save  one  man,  Jonah.  Sometimes 
God  has  trouble  with  his  workers. 
If  they  will  become  loving  and  for- 
giving like  God  then  they  can  do 
God's  work  effectively. 


tendencies  that  are  unchristian. 

Notice  that  Nicodemus  and 
Paul  were  good  Jews  and  good 
men.  They  were  the  symbol  of 
the  "nice  people"  of  our  genera- 
tion, those  who  are  cultured, 
congenial,  clever,  comfortable, 
compromising  and  complacent. 
Many  of  us  are  materialistic, 
self-seekers,  not  very  good,  not 
very  bad,  neither  too  nice,  nor 
too  nasty.  We  have  a  blueprint 
mind,  taking  our  moral  color 
from  the  crowd.  We  are  not  as 
much  concerned  about  what  is 
morally  right  as  we  are  about 
what  is  socially  correct.  We  are 
"cut-flower  Christians,"  as  Elton 
Trueblood  suggests.  We  have 
beauty,  color  and  fragrance  for 
a  while,  but  because  we  are  sep- 
arated from  the  roots,  we  soon 
wither  and  die. 

If  this  is  a  correct  reading  of 
the  modern  religious  scene,  our 
generation  must  hear  again  the 
words  of  Jesus,  "Ye  must  be 
born  again,"  for  the  constant 
need  is  not  for  "nice  people," 
but  for  new  men.  These  first  fifty 
years  of  the  century  have  wit- 
nessed man  conquering  nature 
but  not  himself.  As  Will  Durant 
said,  "Utopia  has  come  every- 
where except  in  the  soul  of 
man."  When  we  repeat,  "You 
can't  change  human  nature,"  at 
least  we  are  stating  that  we 
know  what  needs  to  be  changed. 
The  greatest  problem  that  God 
has  is  not  the  pagan,  the  out- 
sider, nor  the  Communist;  God's 
problem  is  with  Christians,  with 
"nice  people." 

All  of  this  should  have  mean- 
ing to  Brethren  who  have  em- 
phasized being  "born  of  water 
and  of  the  Spirit."  We  all  wish 
that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
were  more  of  a  force  than  it  is 
in  the  modern  world. 

In  the  light  of  the  Christian 
teaching  regarding  regeneration 
and  conversion,  let  us  make  two 
observations  about  ourselves. 

One  is  that  we  are  constantly 
in  danger  of  confusing  genuine 
Christianity  with  human  service. 
The  fruit  of  Christianity  is  serv- 


ice.  The  root  of  it  is  coming  in 
touch  with  the  living  God  who 
brings  the  power  of  his  Spirit 
into  life.  Historically,  religion 
has  often  had  a  tendency  to  be- 
come humanistic  in  the  practice 
of  good  works.  The  Jewish  law, 
for  example,  served  a  good  and 
noble  purpose,  but  it  went  to 
seed.  The  writer  of  Hebrews 
points  out  that  Christ  offered 
himself  to  purge  the  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  liv- 
ing God  (Heb.  9:13,  14).  It  is 
basic  that  we  remember  that 
with  all  of  our  needed  and  ef- 
fective program  of  world  serv- 
ice, our  Lord  says,  "Let  me  live 
in  you." 

The  other  observation  is  that 
as  we  come  to  the  second  half 
of  the  century,  we  Brethren  are 
well  thought  of.  As  Harold  Fey 
said  in  his  report  on   our  last 


Annual  Conference,  we  have 
emerged  into  a  place  of  honor 
in  American  Protestantism.  Peo- 
ple are  joining  our  church.  They 
attend  services  and  engage  in 
activities,  and  they  still  retain, 
in  many  cases,  their  old  manner 
of  thought  and  their  old  modes 
of  behavior.  Sometimes  we 
hardly  expect  contact  with  God 
to  bring  about  radical  changes 
in  people's  lives.  Hugh  Mackin- 
tosh of  Edinburgh  used  to  say 
that  the  genuine  Christian  ought 
to  be  as  distinguishable  among 
his  fellows  as  a  civilized  man 
among  savages. 

We  are  not  going  to  remedy 
the  situation  by  following  the 
custom  of  "praising  the  Lord  and 
passing  the  resolutions."  We 
aren't  going  to  deepen  the  spir- 
itual life  by  saying  that  we  ought 
to  go  and  do  it.  Rather  in  prayer 


and  in  a  spirit  of  repentance, 
we  need  to  invite  God,  who 
works  when  and  where  he 
pleases,  to  create  a  group  of 
people  who  are  Spirit-born. 

Regeneration,  obviously,  is  not 
the  whole  gospel.  In  itself,  con- 
version is  not  enough.  Spiritu- 
ally mature  Christians  are  not 
automatically  produced,  but  un- 
less man  is  born  again  by  that 
Spirit  which  rules  his  life  and 
unless  God  replaces  self,  there  is 
little  hope  of  developing  the 
mind  of  Christ  or  of  effective 
Christian  action.  To  paraphrase 
the  statement  of  a  great  Ameri- 
can preacher,  "the  world  is  not 
perishing  for  want  of  Christian 
action;  the  world  is  perishing 
from  want  of  inner  character 
and  spiritual  life." 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  our  gos- 
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EDITORIAL 


Thinking  About  the 
Gospel  Messenger 

THE  Gospel  Messenger  is 
about  to  enter  into  its  one 
hundredth  year  of  service 
to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
During  its  first  century  of  life  it 
has  been  called  by  different 
names;  in  the  beginning  it  was 
more  than  one  paper.  Through 
mergers  it  finally  became  the 
Gospel  Messenger,  official  organ 
of  the  church. 

During  its  one  hundred  years 
of  life  it  has  had  upon  it  the  im- 
print of  more  than  a  half  dozen 
editors.  Likely  its  purposes  as 
understood  by  the  differing  edi- 
tors have  not  always  been  the 
same  in  every  detail. 

But  in  the  main  the  intent  and 
hope  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
has  not  changed  much  during  a 
century  of  publication.  More- 
over, it  is  likely  that  this  central 
purpose  will  not  greatly  change 
with  the  coming  of  other  editors 
through  another  century. 


The  central  purpose  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  has  always 
been  to  serve  the  church  and  the 
kingdom  of  God.  It  has  wished 
to  intensify  the  light  of  Christ 
among  the  Brethren  and  to  help 
spread  that  light  as  widely  as 
possible  in  a  world  of  confusion 
and  darkness.  The  Messenger 
has  sought  to  be  used  of  Christ 
to  enhance  righteousness  both 
inwardly  and  outwardly.  It  has 
desired  to  serve  and  to  help  its 
constituency.  These  purposes 
likely  will  always  remain  cen- 
tral in  the  life  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger. 

What  were  its  more  specific 
purposes  during  the  period  of 
service  of  its  retiring  editor? 

Six  and  a  half  years  ago,  just 
before  he  moved  to  Elgin  to  take 
up  the  editorship,  he  wrote: 

"As  I  move  into  the  editorial 
office,  I  do  so  with  mingled  feelings. 
My  first  is  one  of  unworthiness.  I 
need  only  to  remember  those  who 
have  served  before  me,  James 
Quinter,  D.  L.  Miller,  J.  H.  Moore, 
Edward  Frantz  and  others,  to  have 


this    feeling    grow    upon    me;    this 
chair  has  become   a  sacred  one. 

"My  second  feeling  is  one  of  re- 
sponsibility and  of  hope.  Our 
church  is  a  great  church;  she 
has  rendered  a  great  service.  She 
has  a  message  that  the  world  has 
needed,  and  never  more  than  now. 
It  is  my  hope  that  the  Messenger 
may  always  speak  that  message 
loudly  and  clearly. 

"I  make  bold  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  my  period  of  service  to  set 
forth  a  few  of  my  feelings  and  hopes 
for  the  Gospel  Messenger  as  we  face 
the  future. 

"I  should  like  for  its  name  to  be 
re-emphasized. 

"(1)  Gospel.  The  world  is  err- 
gaged  in  senseless  turmoil  today,, 
either  because  we  have  forgotten 
the  gospel  or,  mouthing  it,  we  have- 
failed  to  live  it.  The  gospel  is  un- 
derstood through  Bible  study,, 
prayer,  the  ordinances,  worship,  the 
home.  It  is  expressed  in  righteous 
living,  in  missions,  Brethren  Service,, 
world-wide  fellowship.  May  the 
Gospel  Messenger  abound  with  this 
kind  of  gospel. 

"(2)  Messenger.  We  are  a  fellow- 
ship, a  family.   We  know  each  other 
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and  care  for  each  other.  As  a  family 
we  want  a  letter  bringing  us  the 
news,  the  thinking,  and  the  feelings 
of  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
This  has  been,  and  should  be,  a 
function  of  the  Messenger.  To  this, 
it  seems  to  me,  might  be  added  as 
a  new  feature  some  Christian  guid- 
ance for  the  members  of  this  family 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  current 


events  and  happenings  of  the  day. 

"(3)  But  messenger  means  also 
one  who  has  a  message  and  one 
who  has  been  sent  to  carry  that 
message.  Our  church  has  both  the 
message  and  the  commission.  But 
we  have  not  always  carried  it  and, 
totally,  we  have  not  carried  it  very 
far.  I  could  wie,'n  that  there  might 
be   a   growing   evangelistic   warmth 


Thinking   About   the   News 


Children 

DURING  recent  weeks  some  of 
the  news  has  focused  upon  the 
children  and  youth  of  our 
country.  The  following  are  a  few 
episodes: 

In  New  York  school  children 
stormed  city  hall  and  the  downtown 
areas.  They  carried  placards  de- 
manding better  pay  for  their  teach- 
ers. They  picketed  the  mayor's 
office.  They  upset  cars,  threw  bricks 
through  windshields  and  windows, 
stalled  traffic  and,  in  a  general  way, 
paralyzed  some  of  the  important  ac- 
tivities of  our  major  American  city. 

It  had  come  about  because  the 
teachers  had  said  they  would  no 
longer  chaperon  extracurricular  ac- 
tivities such  as  dances,  parties  and 
athletic  events  unless  they  received 
increases  in  pay. 

It  was  natural  for  the  school  chil- 
dren to  follow  the  methods  they  had 
learned  are  included  in  the  "Ameri- 
can Way":  deslructiveness,  group 
pressure  and  mob  action. 

In  Philadelphia  the  young  people 
were  on  a  rampage  also.  Their  ram- 
paging took  two  different  forms. 
The  most  destructive  was  organized 
crashing  of  parties  which  were  be- 
ing held  in  the  well-to-do  homes  of 
the  city.  As  many  as  a  hundred 
young  people  would  crash  the  party 
when  it  was  at  its  height.  They 
would  blow  the  fuses  in  the  lighting 
system  thus  throwing  the  entire  sur- 
roundings into  darkness. 

Then  they  would  begin  systemat- 
ically to  strip  the  house.  Draperies 
were  pulled  from  windows,  walls 
were  broken,  household  equipment 
was  stolen  or  broken.  There  was 
some  pilfering  but  general  deslruc- 
tiveness seemed  to  be  the  main 
source  of  the  young  people's 
pleasure. 

A  second  form  of  youthful  aberra- 
tion also  manifested  itself  in  Phila- 
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delphia.  Groups  of  children  held  up 
other  young  people  or  older  people 
who  were  on  the  streets.  Threaten- 
ing them  with  knives  and  black- 
jacks, they  would  demand  money. 
If  money  was  not  forthcoming  at 
once,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  beat 
up  their  victims,  leaving  them 
bloody  upon  the  streets.  Occasional- 
ly some  of  this  terrorizing  and 
thievery  was  carried  into  the  schools 
and  among  school  groups. 

In  a  leading  Ohio  university  and 
elsewhere  there  have  been  student 
manifestations  of  this  same  spirit. 
Boys  have  been  entering  the  girls' 
dormitories,  sometimes  several  hun- 
dred strong,  upsetting  the  girls' 
beds,  stealing  their  clothes  and 
stacking  their  rooms.  The  girls  have 
encouraged  this  sort  of  activity. 

1  here  are  many  good  things  that 
young  people  are  doing.  They  are 
organizing  for  volunteer  Christian 
work  in  America  and  overseas. 
They  are  traveling  long  distances  to 
hold  religious  conferences.  They  are 
seeking  to  bring  about  better  co- 
operation and  co-ordination  be- 
tween denominational  groups.  They 
are  seeking  to  carry  religion  into 
economic,  racial  and  personal 
relationships. 

But  somewhere  along  the  line 
some  young  people  and  children 
have  not  been  brought  into  contact 
with  the  civilizing  influences  of  reli- 
gion and  are  running  amuck  in 
rowdyism  and  destructiveness.  This 
is  a  national  illness  more  serious 
than  an  epidemic  of  smallpox  or 
diphtheria. 

The  healing  of  this  illness  lies  in 
the  field  of  religion  and  education. 
These  two  belong  together.  Unless 
Christian  education  in  the  home,  the 
church,  the  public  schools  and  the 
college  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
these  young  people,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  be  used  of  God  to  build  the 
kingdom  for  which  we  have  all 
prayed.  Parents,  we  have  a  job 
to  do. 
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and  vigor  in  the  Church  of  th( 
Brethren  as  regards  our  message 
and  that  such  warmth  might  fine 
itself  generated  and  reflected  mor< 
and  more  in  the  Messenger. 

"(4)  Then,  finally,  I  hope  that  ai 
increasing  number  of  youth  an< 
younger  churchmen  and  churcl 
women  may  find  both  expressioi 
and  challenge  in  the  Messenger." 

As  the  Gospel  Messenge: 
pushed  forward  in  those  pur 
poses  its  editor  had  many  in 
teresting  experiences.  Man; 
Brethren  wrote  letters  of  sug 
gestion  and  appreciation  bu 
some  letters  came  in  which  wer 
"hot";  they  almost  smoked  as  th 
envelopes  were  opened.  Ther 
seemed  to  be  a  negative  reactioi 
on  the  part  of  some  readers  t 
the  Messenger's  attempts  to  in 
terpret  Christianity  as  somethin 
which  we  must  live  rather  tha: 
talk  about  only. 

It  soon  became  evident  tha 
there  were  four  "hot  spots 
which  always  brought  an  av£ 
lanche  of  letters  in  reply.  Som 
were  favorable;  others  proteste 
that  a  religious  journal  shoul 
"stick  to  the  gospel"  and  It 
these  difficult  areas  of  life  alont 
The  hot  spots  were:  1.  econon 
ics,  particularly  the  relations  c 
capital  and  labor;  2.  race;  3.  ws 
and  peace;  4.  attempts  to  draw 
line  of  relationship  betwee 
what  we  believe  and  what  w 
do,  or  the  "theological  gospel 
versus  the  "social  gospel." 

It  seems  to  this  writer  that  i 
relation  to  these  so-called  "h< 
spots"  we  are  making  progres 
The  church  has  made  some  lor 
strides  in  recent  years  in  its  wil 
ingness  to  apply  religion  to  tr.j 
whole  of  life,  even  to  these  an 
other  very  hard  areas.  Tri 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  seel 
ing  to  understand  more  clear] 
the  things  which  God  woul 
have  it  do;  in  the  fear  of  th 
Lord  it  is  searching  for  commi 
ment,  direction  and  ability  to  c 
the  things  which  God  desires. 

The  retiring  editor  urges  tl 
church  to  pray  for  the  incomir 
editor  that  through  the  Gosp 
Messenger  the  church  and  tl 
kingdom  may  be  served. 
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Is  My  Faith   Real? 


Patricia  Arbatch 

Scottville,  Michigan 


">|AN  we  believe  statements 
.  of  faith  written  or  sub- 
1^  scribed  to  by  church  lead- 
's, even  our  own  denomina- 
onal  leaders,  if  we  do  not  un- 
jrstand  them? 

If  we  assert  our  faith  in  some- 
le  else's  words  about  God, 
ords  which  we  do  not  under- 
and,  then  our  Christianity  is 
lly  an  assumption  with  no 
)wer  of  truth.  It  is  not  reality 
»r  us,  and  it  will  be  unpro- 
lctive  in  results  as  far  as  "bear- 
ig  fruit"  in  our  lives  is  con- 
irned. 

Do  we  profess  Christianity  be- 
tuse  of  fear  of  eternal  damna- 
Dn?  Do  we  assume  a  pose  of 
ety,  outwardly  agreeing  to 
rerything  the  minister  may 
'each  although  we  may  under  - 
and  very  little  of  the  meaning 
.  his  talk?  Do  we  believe  our 
ere  listening  and  meek  pre- 
nse  of  submission  to  the  ex- 
jrtation  will  somehow  save  us 
om  the  wrath  of  God  now  and 
.  the  hereafter? 
Is  it  not  time  that  we  average 
hristians  ought  to  get  some 
:ality  in  our  faith?  Should  we 
5t  fearlessly  search  to  under- 
and  for  ourselves  God's  laws 
>  Jesus  taught  them? 
Our  Christian  faith  should  be 
power  for  good.  It  should  pro- 
ace  results.  Jesus  said  "Believe 
te  for  the  very  works  that  I 

D." 

What  works  do  we  do?  Have 
e  the  true  faith  that  heals  the 
ck?  Have  we  the  power  of  the 
oly  Ghost  which  convicts  sin- 
srs? 

If  we  do  not  have  these  things 
ie  fault  may  be  ours. 
We  need  to  search  our  hearts 
)  see  if  the  fault  may  be  lodged 


there.  It  is  only  fair  to  search 
first  our  own  premises  before 
we  move  into  God's  domain. 
Christianity  is  powerless  some- 
times not  because  God  has  with- 
drawn his  power  or  hidden  his 
mercy  from  our  generation  but 
because  we  are  seeking  vicari- 
ous sainthood.  We  seek  the  pow- 
er but  not  the  discipline,  the 
glory  but  not  the  understand- 
ing of  God's  laws.  We  are  will- 
ing to  take  the  pay,  but  unwill- 
ing to  work  for  it. 

There  are  people  who  shame 
us  as  they  prove  that  God's 
power  exists  today  just  as  it  ex- 
isted when  Jesus  walked  the 
earth.  They  are  true  Christians 
who  do  not  waste  time  justify- 
ing their  helplessness.  They  do 
not  stop  at  merely  professing 
their  faith  but  seek  God's  will 
and  his  wisdom.  They  do  as 
Jesus  bid  us  all  to  do  when  he 
said,  "Come,  follow  me."  In  fol- 
lowing Jesus,  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  they  prove  God  through 
their  faith  and  demonstrate 
their  faith  through  their  works. 

Jesus  displayed  power  which 
all  felt  and  knew.  His  disciples 
had  power  but  failed  to  reach 
his  mastery  of  life.  When  his 
disciples  failed  in  their  expres- 
sion of  power,  Jesus  did  not  say, 
"God  is  resting  and  so  you  can't 
perform  miracles  now."  Jesus 
chided  his  disciples  for  their 
little  faith. 

The  God  I  believe  in  is  wholly 
dependable,  trustworthy  and  all 
powerful.  He  is  always  ready  to 
help  and  to  forgive.  My  God 
never  fails  me.  In  my  ignorance 
I  may  wander  away  from  his 
loving  protection,  but  he  will 
never  leave  me;  when  I  choose 
to  return,  he  will  welcome  me 


back.  My  God  is  all  wisdom,, 
all  power,  all  perfection  and  all 
love.  I  need  not  fear  him,  for 
his  love  will  understand  my 
foolish  wanderings  and  his  mer- 
cy will  forgive  my  blunders. 

I  am  not  afraid  to  put  my  be- 
liefs to  test.  I  am  not  afraid  to 
study  the  laws  of  God  and  na- 
ture, for  they  are  one.  I  believe 
God  created  all  there  is  and  it  is 
good.  Therefore,  any  evil  is  not 
of  God.  Man  enters  into  evil  and 
man  experiences  its  effects. 

I  believe  there  are  laws  of  na- 
ture which  we  must  obey.  We 
have  mental  and  emotional 
planes  of  being  in  addition  to 
this  physical  body  of  ours.  Be- 
ing good  or  evil  will  not  free  us 
from  these  laws.  If  we  break  a 
law,  the  consequences  of  our 
acts  will  be  our  affliction.  If  we 
overeat  we,  and  not  God,  will 
suffer.  If  we  touch  a  hot  iron  it 
will  burn  us.  If  we  jump  off 
a  ten-story  building  the  law  of 
gravity  will  not  reverse  itself  to 
save  us,  good  or  evil  though  we 
may  be. 

Psychology  teaches  that  con- 
flicting desires,  if  allowed  to  fo- 
ment, will  cause  physical  ill- 
ness and  mental  distress.  Men- 
tal hygiene  is  necessary  for  suc- 
cessful living  and  physical  laws 
must  be  obeyed  to  insure  bodily 
comfort. 

We  cannot  hope  to  use  this 
spiritual  power  for  self-indul- 
gence or  for  show.  Our  concern 
must  be  to  give  aid,  to  fill  a  need. 
The  need  is  the  vacuum  that  is 
to  be  filled.  The  results  prove 
and  glorify  the  power  and  wis- 
dom of  God,  and  open  the  door 
for  all  who  may  wish  to  enter. 

The  power  which  Jesus  dis- 
played in  his  ministry  may  seem 
far  above  our  attainment,  but 
the  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
within  reach  of  all.  The  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  necessary 
to  our  salvation;  the  Spirit  gives 
us  power;  it  changes  our  lives  by 
endowing  us  with  wisdom. 

JUNE    24,    1950  7 


God's  love,  expressed  through 
the  work  of  Christian  missionaries, 
has  resulted  in  staunch  Christians 
like  Govindji  Satvedi  and  his 
wife  shown  here 


HE  LOVES  US  SO 


SINCE  the  days  of  J.  H.  B. 
Williams,  in  1918  when  we 
first  waved  a  kerchief  "good- 
bye" to  missionaries  at  Annual 
Conference  I  have  wondered 
many  things.  I  wondered  about 
India,  that  ancient  land  with  one 
fifth  of  the  world's  population, 
a  land  where  hunger  gnaws  at 
the  vitals  of  half  of  the  people 
throughout  their  lifetime.  I  won- 
dered about  the  religions  of  In- 
dia dating  back  to  1500  B.C.  I 
wondered  about  missionaries. 
How  would  it  feel  actually  to  be 
one.  I  wondered  about  the  In- 
dian Christians  and  the  new- 
Born  church.  More  recently  I 
wondered  about  the  new  India, 
freed  from  British  control  and 
mow  on  her  own.  I  wondered 
how  the  church  in  America 
would  look  from  the  mission 
field.  These  and  many  more 
things  I  have  wondered  during 
the  thirty  years  since  I  was 
called  to  the  secretariat  of  our 
church  headquarters.  When  we 
were  asked  in  1948  to  go  to  India 
to    fill    an    emergency   need    as 
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treasurer  we  accepted  the  as- 
signment and  for  fifteen  months 
became  missionaries  to  India. 
We  have  seen,  have  heard,  have 
felt,  have  wondered  and  pon- 
dered. 

The  people  of  India  are  very 
religious.  Like  Paul  at  Mars  Hill 
we  observed  that  the  Indians 
live,  move  and  have  their  being 
in  relation  to  some  deity  or  re- 
ligious belief.  It  is  more  natural 
in  India  than  in  America  to  talk 
religion.  The  Moslem  at  time  of 
prayer  is  likely  to  prostrate  him- 
self in  prayer  on  the  street  or  in 
the  train.  The  Parsee  will  pub- 
licly go  through  his  religious 
ceremony.  The  Hindu  will  pause 
at  a  roadside  idol  and  make  his 
offering  and  proceed  on  his  jour- 
ney. What  have  these  religions 
done  for  the  people? 


Hinduism  with  its  many  di- 
visions and  manifestations  is  the 
prevailing  religion,  its  adherents 
numbering  more  than  twice  the 
total  of  all  others.  Outwardly 
Hinduism  is  a  welter  of  gods, 
godlings,  devils,  spirits,  ghosts, 
mystic  symbols,  talismans,  gross 
superstitions,  fantastic  and  often 
repulsive  practices,  scriptures, 
temples  and  holy  men.  Inwardly 
it  consists  of  a  mixture  of  poly- 
theism and  a  belief  in  the  trans- 
migration of  souls.  The  illiterate 
Hindu,  and  only  thirteen  per 
cent  of  all  India  is  literate,  is  a 
devotee  of  the  various  deities 
which  need  to  be  placated  to  se- 
cure their  favor. 

When  our  missionaries  went 
to  India  fifty  years  ago  they 
found  a  decadent  Hinduism.  The 
social  evils,  iniquities  and  super- 
stitions which  they  found  preva- 
lent now  call  forth  apology  from 
the  enlightened,  philosophical 
Hindu.  Into  this  darkened  house 
our  missionaries  carried  the 
light  of  Christ.  The  words  of 
Jesus,  "unto  the  least,"  brought 
into  clear  view  caste.  The  mil- 
lions of  outcastes  who  were  not 


considered  worthy  of  a  place 
within  the  social  system  were 
often  the  refugees  at  the  door 
of  the  mission  compounds  asking 
education  and  material  help  in 
the  name  of  God.  From  this  un- 
happy group  have  come  the  vast 
majority  of  converts  to  the 
Christian  faith.  As  they  had  no 
status  to  lose  it  was  easier  for 
them  to  come  than  for  the  caste 
Hindu  to  suffer  the  social  pen- 
alties of  breaking  from  the 
Hindu  faith. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  India  now  numbering  over 
8,644  enrolls  many  in  its  number 
who,  as  a  result  of  education  and 
the  light  of  Christ  in  their  lives, 
have  made  marked  advancement 
and  given  evidence  of  great  sal- 
vation. 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  stood  face 
to  face  with  Shantibai  the  aged 
widow  of  Dhanjibhai,  who  be- 
came a  Christian  in  1902.  When 
Bro.  McCann,  the  missionary,  ex- 
plained that  under  the  Christian 
gospel  he  could  not  consistently 
tap  his  palm  trees  to  make  alco- 
holic liquor  he  gave  up  this 
important  source  of  income. 
Shantibai  pointed  with  pride  to 
the  grove  of  trees  which  to  this 
day  has  not  been  tapped.  She 
told  us  that  the  government  of- 
ficial fifty  years  ago  abused  her 
husband  because  of  his  decision 
and  the  loss  of  revenue  to  the 
government.  Now  even  as  she 
talked  to  us  the  province  was  to 
become  completely  dry  and  the 
government  would  abuse  a  man 
if  he  did  tap  his  trees  for  toddy. 

The  Christian  missionary  in 
India  is  confronted  by  many  re- 
ligions, each  claiming  the  alle- 
giance of  the  heart  of  man.  Shall 
the  missionary  brand  all  others 
as  false  or  shall  he  accept  each 
on  the  basis  of  its  claims  to  sal- 
vation? In  America  we  have 
often  given  finality  to  vital  ques- 
tions by  citing  chapter  and  verse 
and  saying,  "The  Bible  says  so." 
Other  religions  also  have  their 
scriptures.  All  of  this  compels 
a  missionary  to  think  clearly 
about  the  message  he  brings.   It 


concerns  the  nature  of  God,  the 
saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  quality  of  the  missionary 
himself  as  he  brings  the  message. 
Christians  in  India  constitute 
about  four  per  cent  of  the  popu- 
ation.  Missionaries  are  few  and 
thinly  spread  across  India.  They 
are  in  the  minority.  The  Church 
of    the    Brethren    in    America 


knows  something  of  minority. 
We  are  small  in  number.  Jesus 
and  his  band  of  twelve  were  in 
the  minority  but  what  a  glorious 
minority!  Most  creative  work  is 
done  by  minorities.  Great 
achievements  never  come  to  pass 
by  the  majority  but  rather  be- 
cause a  great  soul  or  a  group  of 
souls  inspired  by  the  divine  love 


Top:  God's  love 
is  reflected  in 
the  lives  of  the 
Indian  women 
who  more  and 
more  are  as- 
suming a  share 
of  the  work  of 
the  church 

Bottom:  God's 
love  is  ex- 
pressed in  the 
effort  to  relieve 
pain  and  suffer- 
ing and  disease. 
A  missionary  is 
ministering  to  a 
patient 
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achieve  not  with  power  of  might 
but  by  spirit.  The  spirit  possess- 
es charm  and  this  charm  wins 
a  response.  A  miracle  is  realized 
in  some  great  achievement  won 
and  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
makes  headway.  These  God-in- 
spired persons  grow  inwardly 
and  then  work  outwardly.  Their 
desire  is  to  work  with  God,  to 
help  in  the  creation  of  what  is 
yet  to  be  in  humanity.  The  love 
of  Christ  spurs  them  on  and 
enables  them  to  enter  the  slums, 
moral  and  material,  of  the  unre- 
deemed workaday  world. 

When  Jesus  died  on  the  cross, 
regarded  as  a  sign  of  defeat,  his 
words  spoken  in  love,  "Father, 
forgive  them,"  sank  deep  into 
the  hearts  of  his  hearers  with 
such  charm  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  say,  "Surely  this  is  the 
Son  of  God."  People  who  permit 
the  love  of  Christ  to  have  sway 
possess  a  charm  that  is  spiritual 
power.  Think  what  Dorcas  did 
for  and  to  her  neighbors  as  their 
tears  shed  at  her  death  showed. 

Newsweek  for  April  10  reports 
an  item  of  deep  significance,  one 
that  points  up  the  meaning  of 
Christianity.  The  governor's 
wife,  Lady  Maharaj  Singh,  a 
Christian,  volunteered  to  give  a 
blood  transfusion  to  a  Hindu  of 
low  caste  when  no  one  else 
would.  Through  personal  ob- 
servation we  know  of  the  spir- 
itual charm  and  power  emanat- 
ing from  the  life  of  the  governor 
and  his  wife.  The  list  of  rare 
souls  is  not  confined  to  the  wide- 
ly known  names  of  Livingstone, 
Schweitzer,  Carey  and  Scudder, 
but  includes  many  in  our  own 
fraternity.  No  doubt  there  are 
in  almost  every  congregation  of 
the  Brotherhood  some  who 
though  at  one  time  had  impulses 
to  be  foreign  missionaries  now 
find  themselves  laymen  serving 
inconspicuously  but  who  never- 
theless have  caught  the  deeper 
spirit  from  the  divine  flame  and 
radiate  it  with  charm. 

There  was  in  the  time  of  Jesus 


a  mother  with  two  sons.  This 
good  woman  was  very  solicitous 
for  her  sons.  She  went  to  Jesus 
and  asked  a  special  favor,  "Grant 
that  my  two  sons  may  sit  in  the 
kingdom,  the  one  on  your  right 
and  the  other  on  your  left."  To 
this  Jesus  replied  in  essence, 
"You  do  not  understand  what 
you  ask.  Are  the  sons  able  to 
sit  in  such  high  seats?  It  is  not 
for  me  to  grant  places  of  favor 
in  the  kingdom.  These  are  not 
assigned  in  such  a  manner.  These 
seats  are  reserved  for  those  who 


are  able  t§  §ii  in  them.  .He  who 
would  be  greatest  in  the  king- 
dom must  be  Servant  of  all.  Je- 
sus was  expressing  a  great  trui'b. 
We  cannot  sit  in  high  places 
unless  we  are  able.  Ability  comes 
in  the  path  of  service.  This  Con- 
ference has  stressed  "deepening 
the  spiritual  life."  All  of  us  msty 
well  pray  for  the  power  of  a 
deep  spiritual  life.  According  t& 
Jesus  this  cannot  come  to  us  as 
an  arbitrary  gift  but  will  come 
to  us  as  we  enlarge  our  capacity 
through  spiritual  service. 


The  Family  Counselor 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Dear  Counselor, 

My  husband  and  I  have  been  mar- 
ried for  three  years.  We  have  gotten 
along  very  well  and  have  found  har- 
mony on  almost  everything.  The 
one  fly  in  the  ointment  is  our  dis- 
agreement about  money.  Before  we 
were  married  I  worked  in  an  office 
and  was  financially  independent. 
When  I  wanted  a  new  dress  or  a  new 
hat,  I  bought  it  without  asking  any- 
body's permission.  It  is  very  hard 
for  me  to  fake  my  husband's  "dol- 
ing" of  money  whenever  I  need 
something  now.  He  always  makes 
me  feel  as  though  I  should  not  have 
asked.  What  can  you  say  to  us  that 
will  help  us?  Write  so  that  I  can 
show  my  husband,  too. 
A  wife  who  is  a  bit  exasperated  and 

hurt. 

Dear  Friend: 

You  have  run  into  a  snag  that  is 
quite  common.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  you  are  exasperated  and 
a  bit  hurt. 

It  will  take  a  bit  of  the  hurt  away 
if  you  get  a  little  insight  into  the 
reasons  for  your  husband's  handling 
money  as  he  does.  He  probably 
grew  up  in  a  family  where  his  father 
carried  the  pocketbook.  It  is  easy 
for  a  man  to  assume  that  since  he 
must  earn  the  money  he  will  need 
to  guard  it — forgetting  that  his  wife 
has  the  same  concerns  as  he  for 
making  it  reach  to  do  the  things 
that  need  to  be  done.  I  would  make 
the  following  suggestions  to  both 
of  you. 

(1)  Begin  to  think  of  yourselves 
as  equal  partners  financially  as  in 
every    other    way.     The    wife's    job 
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is  to  stretch  the  dollars  her  husband 
brings  home  by  being  economical 
in  domestic  affairs,  such  as  feeding 
and  clothing  the  family,  furnishing 
the  home,  etc.  It  is  the  husband's 
responsibility  in  most  families  to 
work  outside  the  home  to  bring  in 
income  while  his  wife  works  at 
home  caring  for  home  and  children. 

(2)  This  partnership  should  de- 
cide on>  where  its  dollars  go  by 
setting;  up'  a  budget  which  is  a 
simple  statement  of  where  the  in- 
come will!  be  usedi  Budget  figures 
should  be  decided  jointly  fey  hus- 
band and'  wife  and  children,  as  sooa 
as  they  are  old!  enough  to  take  pari- 

(3)  Money  in  the  budget  which 
is  allocated'  for  running',  the  house- 
hold and!  for  the- expenditures  which 
the  wife>  makes  should^  be  put  in'  a 
place  of  safekeeping-'  att  home  where 
it  is  easily  available  for  the  wife: 
Money  for  hills;  paid  by  check  peri- 
odically shouldi  be  deposited'  in  the 
checking  account,  where  checks-  can 
be  drawn  for  payment, 

(4)  A  joint  checking  account 
should  be'  set  up'  whichi  either  hus- 
band or  wife  draws  on  to  pay  bills 
authorized1  in  their  budgetj 

(5)  A  small  personal  account 
should  be  allotted  to  both  husband 
and  wife  for  which  they  make  no 
explanations. 

Handling  of  money  is,  after  all, 
an  expression  of  basic  attitudes 
toward  each  other.  Where  there  is 
confidence  and  a  real  feeling  of 
equality,  there  the  handling  of 
money  will  be  a  pleasure  to  husband 
and  wife  rather  than  a  source  of 
resentment  and  anger. 

Your  Counselor. 
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The  Doctrinal  Adequacy 
of  the  New  Hymnal 

Burton  Metzler 

Religion  and  Philosophy,  McPherson  College 


CHRISTIAN  doctrine  covers 
a  very  broad  range  of 
thought  including  the 
ihristian  view  of  God,  man,  sin, 
Ihrist,  the  new  life,  and  things 
5  come.  Like  a  great  tree  its 
runk  divides  into  the  main  limbs 
rhich  in  turn  subdivide  into  the 
irger  branches,  these  into  the 
mailer  branches,  and  finally 
lese  into  the  tiny  twigs  of  doc- 
cine.  Huge  and  formidable 
olumes  have  been  written  on 
ystematic  theology,  Biblical 
tieology,  and  history  of  doctrine. 
I  the  light  of  this  vast  field  how 
an  a  hymnal  hope  to  possess 
octrinal  adequacy? 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a 
ymnal  should  cover  the  whole 
eld  of  Christian  doctrine  in  all 
1  details,  for  it  is  not  intended 
d  be  a  book  on  systematic 
heology.  However,  the  new 
ymnal  will  encourage  us  to  sing 
he  great  themes  of  Christian 
ruth.  There  will  be  about  thirty 
ymns  on  God  the  Father,  deal- 
tig  with  his  eternity  and  abiding 
iresence,  his  majesty  and  power, 
lis  providence  and  care,  his  love 
.nd  mercy,  and  his  world.  The 
jord  Jesus  Christ  will  be  the 
heme  of  about  one  hundred  and 
wenty  hymns  and  the  subtopics 
n  this  division  of  the  book  will 
)e  Adoration  and  Praise,  Advent 
tnd  Nativity,  Life  and  Service, 
Jassion  and  Crucifixion,  Redeem- 
ng  Work  as  Savior,  Resurrection 
ind  Ascension,  Sympathy  and 
intercession,  Ever-living  Spirit 
ind  Coming  in  Glory.  The  Ho1 
Spirit  and  the  Holy  Scriptu" 
s  each  assigned  a  section;  r 
;ver,  as  is  the  custom  in  hyn 
hese     sections     contain 


rymns  than  most  of  th 
iections. 
The  Life  in  Christ  is  f 


portion  of  the  book,  conV&S&ing 
about  one  hundred  eig'ott^five 
hymns.  Here  are  foun.d  Songs 
for  evangelistic  services  \mder 
the  heading  of  Call  to  Disciple- 
ship.  Closely  related  is  the  next 
section,  Repentance  and  Forgivi- 
ness.  Then  follow  Faith  aad 
Assurance,  Prayer  and  'Guidance, 
Trials  and  Conflicts,  Self-Con- 
trol, Courage  and  Victory,  Feace= 
and  Joy,  Stewardship  and  Cott* 
secration,  Fellowship  and  Serv- 
ice, Sympathy  and  Intercession, 
Love  and  Brotherhood,  Hope  aSsd 
Aspiration,  and  finally  E+  ^ij&al 
Life  or  songs  of  heaven. 

A  new  feature  of  the  |$£ftmal 
will  be  a  section  calif  £  %jngs 
of  Salvation.  Here  f  /fe  ?i0und 
about  sixty  of  what  _  tj£t  com- 
mittee considered  to  fle^he  best 
gospel  songs  deal  ^g  with  a 
variety  of  great  f  jmtian  doc- 
trines. This  will  ^jably  be  a 
much  used  portir     ^f  the  hymnal. 

About  ninet-  ^ymns  sing  a 
message  on  s  ^  hase  of  the 
kingdom  off  ^.-Here  are  songs 
on  the  Chur       -^  Fellowship  rf 

1  me    Sacraments,   In- 

^    ( Ordinations      a  r/'d 
(flris^Christian  Education, 
Milan  Home  and  Family, 
Ms, 'and   the  Kingdom  of 
CmTversal. 
/SiileHhe  above  listing :is  hot 
Mplete    it    suggests    that    the 
xew'  hymnal  will  bring  to  us  in 
gong 'the  great  doctrines1  of  the 
(church.  The  next  question  to  be 
'considered  is  whether 'the  dOc- 
' trine  in  these  hymns' is  sound. 
'rThis  is   an  important 'question, 
"for   the   doctrine   we   sing   will 
"probably  be  the  doctrine  we  hold 
~Ss  our  faith. 

'One    who    has  "watched    the 

'Hymnal  Committee  at  work  "has 

ift&StigSS*   rgood  reason  to-feelcbnfidghttfihat 


•the  dotfWine  i<&iih\i  in  the  new 
hymnal  will  be  sound.   For  this 
comiffiffi  tee  bofth  as  a  whole  and  as 
the  stibcomffl^ftee  on  doctrine  has 
carnally  ©s&imined  and  screened 
the  hymffis  which  came  up  for 
consideration  testing  them  in  the 
]j$ht  of  fee  New  Testament,  the 
Spirit   and    teachings    of    Jesus 
Christ,  'the  main  stream  of  Chris- 
tian   doctrine    through    the 
cenfctfdes,    and   Brethren   belief 
and  practice.  Of  course  the  com- 
mittee   is    not    omniscient    and 
rafttkes  no  claim  of  infallibility 
fer  its  work.    However,  it  has 
Ifeeen  honest  in  its  efforts  to  pro- 
duce a  hymnal  which  is  sound  in 
'doctrine   and  which  adequately 
covers    the    field    of    Christian 
doctrine. 
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Niee  People  'o*  New  Men 

0®h%iiiiieh  'iiotn  page  5 

pel  whfftih  r(fedl#r*s  that  no  man 
need  remain  as  he  is!  Human 
nature  ^an'be  Changed!  God  has 
come  "to  4fe  in 'Christ,  who  trans- 
forms'ife  sank*  makes  us  his  chil- 
dren'! ftSeV-tis  not,  then,  dismiss 
this  "account  of  Nicodemus  as 
as^ferit 'history,  or  of  the  con- 
cision'ofT  Paul  as  a  special  ex- 
perience, ^et  us  rather  see  the 
fjsath  for  all  men  to  take— "out 
ojf  J  self ,  i:into  Christ,  and  out  to 
Mothers.'* 

A  man  who  had  lived  a  long 
•life  oi  helpfulness  to  others  was 
'given  a  testimonial  dinner.     In 
'his  remarks,  the  honored  guest 
s%aid,  "I  have  been  helping  people 
all  my  life.   I  have  come  to  see, 
however,  that  people  need  not 
only  helping,  but  changing,  and 
that's  the  preacher's  job.   Some- 
times I  wish  I  had  been  a  preach- 
er." It  is  not  the  preacher's  job- 
He   can   tell   us    that   we    need 
changing  and  that  in  Christ  we 
may  be  changed.  It  is  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  our  will- 
ing hearts.   Thus  it  is  that  men 
are  redeemed  and  God  renews 
the   face   of  the   earth,   in   and 
through  new  men. 

JUNE    24,    1950  H 


The  Case  for  Chastity 

"You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  'You  shall  not  commit  adultery/  But  I  say  to  you  that  every 
one  who  looks  at  a  woman  lustfully  has  already  committed  adultery  with  her  in  his  heart" 


THE  college  lad  who  wrote 
that  his  "generation  is  be- 
coming heartily  tired  of 
sex"  was  giving  expression  to  a 
fact  that  ours  is  a  sex-saturated 
culture.  The  movies  are  based, 
ninety  per  cent,  on  illegitimate 
and  unrestrained  passion.  The 
characteristic  element  of  modern 
literature  is  this  obsession  with 
the  "tension  and  frustration  of 
excited  glands,"  which  follows 
such  a  standard  pattern  that  the 
story  is  recognizable  from  the 
seminude  portraitures  which  il- 
lustrate the  book  jacket.  The 
magazine  trade  has  its  eye  on 
the  line  of  least  emotional  re- 
sistance. In  the  weightier  liter- 
ature also  our  age  is  bogged 
down  with  expert  analyses, 
factual  reports,  intimate  revela- 
tions and  horrible  confessions  of 
sexual  misconduct. 

Practically  every  civilization 
has  rotted  itself  into  oblivion  by 
an  absurd  emphasis  upon  sexual 
pleasure. 

It  might  be  well  for  us  to 
pause  long  enough  to  ask  our- 
selves why  this  obsession  with 
sexual  excitement  in  our  time. 

Our  overdeveloped  and  under- 
disciplined  individualism  has 
come  home  to  haunt  us.  In  true 
democratic  fashion  we  have  em- 
phasized the  rights  of  individuals 
without  a  consonant  stress  upon 
obligations.  We  have  gone  all 
out  for  freedom  of  expression  as 
a  sort  of  divine  right.  Forget- 
ting that  all  primary  instincts 
have  to  be  somewhat  restrained 
because  of  their  own  mutual  con- 
flicts, we  have  accepted  the  pop- 
ular nonsense  that  any  restraint 
upon  the  emotional  drive  is  in 
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itself  unhealthy.  In  social  con- 
tacts we  have  urged  men  to  eat 
and  drink  and  act  with  the  com- 
pletest  self-expression,  declaring 
this  to  be  the  essence  of  freedom 
and  happiness.  We  have  pulled 
the  bung  out  of  the  barrel  and 
Jet  our  emotions  gurgle  as  they 
will.  Little  wonder  that  a  fore- 
most marital  counselor  has  said 
that  plain  ordinary  selfishness  is 
by  all  odds  the  primary  cause  of 
friction  in  marriage.  There  is 
tart  insight  in  his  suggestion  to 
many  an  unhappy  spouse  that  if 
he  could  get  a  divorce  from  him- 
self he  would  live  happily  ever 
after  with  his  mate!  But  that 
kind  of  medicine  does  not  go 
down  readily  with  the  rugged 
individualist  who  is  overdevel- 
oped and  under-disciplined. 

What  seems  to  be  an  overem- 
phasis is  often  the  compensation 
for  a  lack  of  knowledge.  Our 
day  has  wallowed  in  sex  misin- 
formation with  little  true  educa- 
tion, either  public  or  private, 
which  would  lead  children  to 
think  cleanly  and  clearly  about 
the  magnetism  of  sex,  the  mys- 
tery of  conception  and  the 
miracle  of  birth.  We  have  seen 
the  pendulum  tip  the  extremes 
in  public  education.  Most  of  us 
can  remember  the  time  when  the 
word  itself  was  taboo.  The  other 
extreme  was  seen  recently  in  a 
national  magazine  which  pic- 
tured grade  school  boys  gazing 
with  bland  interest  at  plaster 
scale  models  which  depicted  the 
various  stages  of  a  baby  in  the 


miracle  of  birth.  It  is  pretty  evi- 
dent now  that  more  romantic 
tragedies  are  based  upon  igno- 
rance than  upon  knowledge,  that 
is,  the  sympathetic  parental  in- 
struction which  calls  a  spade  a 
spade,  which  speaks  the  truth 
and  does  not  evade  a  single  ques- 
tion which  is  asked. 

We  have  miscalculated  the 
propulsing  intensity  and  subcon- 
scious depth  of  the  sexual  urge. 
In  a  society  which  has  such  un- 
limited stimulants  to  sexual 
expression  and  such  limited  ave- 
nues of  expression  a  gruelling, 
titanic  struggle  is  always  in 
process  for  young  people  to  con- 
serve emotional  qualities  rather 
than  be  consumed  by  them. 

We  are  kidding  ourselves  if 
we  think  that  our  children  will 
be  exempted  from  these  tur- 
moils. "So  long  as  nature  pre- 
pares boys  and  girls  physically 
for  marriage  in  their  middle 
teens,  and  society  postpones  mar- 
riage until  the  middle  twenties 
there  is  bound  to  be  a  sexual 
problem."  It  is  the  problem  of 
having  your  cake  and  eating  it 
too  and  there  is  unlikely  to  be 
any  solution  which  is  foolproof 
short  of  what  our  grandfathers 
called  "benefit  of  clergy."  In- 
creasing numbers  of  young  peo- 
ple are  brushing  aside  the  idea 
that  marriage  must  wait  until 
they  have  a  home,  with  all  the 
furniture  in  it — as  most  of  our 
parents  did — and  are  saying: 

When  you  are  in  love  any  com- 
promise with  a  marriage  license 
included  is  better  than  any  with 
a  marriage  license  left  out. 

Two  cannot  live  as  cheaply  as 
one,  but  two  together  can  cer- 
tainly live  as  cheaply  as  two 
separately. 


Christian  marriage  occurs  only  when  two  lives  touch  completely 
and  they  become  not  only  one  flesh  but  also  one  spirit 

A  wedding  ceremony  in  the  chapel  at  Camp  Mack 


A  sane  sex  life  is  as  important 
a  part  of  an  adult's  social  equip- 
ment as  food  or  clothing  and 
education.  For  most  people  mar- 
riage is  the  only  solution  to  that 
problem. 

We  are  beginning  to  see  why 
the  seventh  commandment  is  so 
stern.  It  reveals  an  understand- 
ing of  the  subterranean  drive 
which  impels  life  forward,  guar- 
anteeing the  future  of  the  race 
and  the  happiness  of  the  indi- 
vidual. The  seventh  command- 
ment sees  also  the  vast  potential 
for  rottenness  and  degradation 
which  this  primordial  drive  con- 
tains for  personality  if  it  rolls 
through  humanity  uncontained 
and    implacable.     The    purpose 


of  the  seventh  commandment 
was  to  give  support  to  the  struc- 
ture of  family  life  by  assuring 
the  future  of  the  race  and  con- 
serving for  love  its  intense  and 
ever-growing  worth  which  pro- 
tects personality  from  the  corro- 
sion of  too  much  sex. 

We  have  been  dealing  with 
the  narrower  aspects  of  the 
problem,  to  be  sure,  for  sex  is 
far  more  deep-seated  and  per- 
vasive in  personality  than  ex- 
cited glands  would  suggest.  We 
ought  to  think  of  sex  in  a 
broader  manner,  as  involving  the 
whole  affectional  life  of  man, 
and  a  major  part  of  his  motive 
power  in  every  realm  of  crea- 
tivity. 


There  is  a  fuller  implication 
to  the  seventh  commandment 
than  to  put  a  taboo  on  sexual 
excesses.  Remembering  that  the 
issues  of  life  are  from  within 
and  remembering  that  the  sev- 
enth commandment  seeks  to 
guarantee  happiness  for  the  in- 
dividual and  protection  for  the 
family  structure  by  prescribing 
certain  bounds  for  human  con- 
duct —  chastity  for  the  unmar- 
ried, fidelity  for  wedlock — there 
is  a  deeper,  sharper  word  for  all 
to  consider  who  would  preserve 
the  richness  and  validity  of  the 
romantic  sentiment. 

Jesus  put  "hooks"  into  the 
seventh  commandment.  The 
seventh  commandment  dealt 
with  end  result  in  conduct.  Je- 
sus went  deeper,  to  the  causes 
of  that  conduct.  In  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  Jesus  goes  deeper 
than  the  physical  act  and  puts 
requirements  on  the  mentality 
which  produced  the  act,  require- 
ments which  seem  well  nigh 
impossible. 

"You  have  heard  that  it  was 
said,  'You  shall  not  commit 
adultery.'  But  I  say  unto  you 
that  everyone  who  looks  at  a 
woman  lustfully  has  already 
committed  adultery  with  her  in 
his  heart"  (R.S.V.).  So  that  is 
the  seat  of  adultery  —  in  the 
heart,  the  mental  picture,  the 
idea.  Perfection!  There  you 
have  it.  Who  escapes  that  to- 
day? But  there  was  a  reason  for 
such  a  high  requirement.  Jesus 
understood  what  went  into  a 
man.  He  is  here  telling  us  what 
course  all  romantic  exploration 
takes.  First  an  idea,  then  an  act. 

The  intrinsic  evil  which  the 
seventh  commandment  seeks  to 
get  at  is  the  impure  or  improper 
thought.  It  is  easy  to  think  that 
this  applies  merely  to  the  rot- 
tenness which  travels  as  a  joke, 
but  there  is  still  a  deeper  twist 
to  the  command  of  Jesus.  Dr. 
Cabot  of  Harvard  University  has 
pointed  out  that  the  essential  sin 
in   prostitution   consists — as   Je- 
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THE  statement,  where  there 
is  a  will  there  is  a  way, 
is  commonplace.  Also  we 
have  seen  it  sufficiently,  dem- 
onstrated that  we  more  or  less 
accept  it  as  a  fact  in  human  ex- 
perience, with  perhaps  certain 
limitations.  Sometimes  it  comes 
out  of  force  of  circumstances 
over  which  one  has  no  control 
but  which  breed  an  unconquer- 
able determination  to  rise  above 
them.  A  number  of  years  ago  a 
story  appeared  in  one  of  our 
Sunday-school  papers  concern- 
ing a  certain  Kitty  Smith  who 
through  accident  had  lost  both 
arms  at  the  shoulders.  She  de- 
termined not  to  be  an  invalid. 
She  developed  the  ability  to  use 
her  feet  as  hands,  wielding  saw 
and  hammer,  using  the  needle  to 
make  quilts,  using  the  pen  to 
write  and  draw  pictures.  The 
last  time  I  saw  her  she  was  the 
radiant  matron  of  a  children's 
home. 

Here  is  a  mother  left  with  the 
responsibility  of  rearing  small 
children  with  very  little  materi- 
al resources.  It  looks  all  but  im- 
possible. But  she  rises  to  the  oc- 


casion, works  with  her  hands 
and  her  mind,  supplies  food, 
clothing,  maternal  love  and  care, 
and  rears  a  worthy  family.  We 
have  seen  that  happen  more  than 
once.  People  with  a  will  do  rise 
above  adverse  circumstances. 

Some  have  determined  to  have 
a  fair  share  of  this  world's  pos- 
sessions and  through  faithful  toil 
rise  up  out  of  poverty.  Some  set 
out  to  purchase  a  home  or  a  car, 
or  make  a  trip,  or  secure  an  edu- 
cation, and  succeed  though  the 
odds   were    against   them. 

Suppose  we  apply  all  of  this  to 
185,799  brethren  who  are  busy 
at  raising  the  church  budget 
which  our  representatives  set  at 
the  last  Conference  as  our  goal 
for  this  year.  The  budget  was 
adopted  with  a  feeling  that  it 
was  needed;  that  the  times  call 
upon  the  church  to  do  at  least 
that  much,  and  that  the  urgency 
of  our  gospel  and  the  need  of  the 
world  warranted  us  in  doing  no 
less.  But  for  some  reason  we  are 
falling  far  behind,  making  nec- 
essary the  retrenchment  of  our 
program,  holding  at  home  mis- 
sionaries who  are  badly  needed 


on  the  field,  limiting  support  to 
workers,  curtailing  our  general 
program  in  a  day  when  the  op- 
posing forces  of  evil  are  forging 
boldly  and  ruthlessly  ahead. 

One  thing  seems  certain:  it  is 
not  an  impossibility  which  con- 
fronts us  unless  we  think  it  is. 
There  is  enough  money  in  the 
hands  of  Brethren  people;  it  isn't 
that.  We,  generally,  are  an  in- 
dustrious and  frugal  people.  We 
are  not  spending  our  money  for 
intoxicants,  nor  in  schemes  of 
gambling.  We  are  building  and 
remodeling  churches  and  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  pastors, 
which  was  overdue,  and  tp  be 
commended.  But  so  are  other 
church  groups  who  hold  less  ma- 
terial resources  per  capita  than 
do  our  people,  and  yet  go  beyond 
us  in  giving  to  their  church  pro- 
gram. 

It  is  not  an  impossibility  which 
confronts  us,  though  in  some 
cases  it  may  not  be  altogether 
easy.  If  we  as  Brethren  people 
get  back  of  our  objective  and 
determine  that  we  will  see  it 
through,  we  will  see  it  through, 
and  this  budget  will  be  raised. 
Put  that  determination  into  185,- 
799  of  us  and  the  outcome  is  cer- 
tain. Maybe  we  should  follow 
the  pattern  of  the  team  on  the 
football  field:  go  into  a  huddle 
in  our  several  churches  and 
communities,  and  determine  to- 
gether to  see  it  through. 


sus'  word  would  concur  —  in 
treating  a  person  impersonally. 
All  our  sex  misconduct  is  that — 
treating  a  person  impersonally, 
as  a  mere  thing.  When  you  deal 
with  a  person  in  any  manner 
which  fails  to  recognize  his  en- 
tire personality  you  are  guilty 
of  prostitution,  you  adulterate 
him! 

Out  of  the  lovely,  long-lasting 
romance  of  his  own  married  life 
John  Galsworthy,  in  his  novel, 
Flowering  Wilderness,  reveals  a 
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flash  of  insight  which  goes  far 
beyond  the  idea  which  is  con- 
tained, even  the  wedding  ideal — 
"and  they  twain  shall  become 
one  flesh."  He  tells  about  two 
charming  young  people  of  whom 
it  could  be  written  "and  they 
twain  shall  become  one  spirit." 
Christian  marriage  occurs  only 
when  two  lives  touch  complete- 
ly. Only  then  can  love  possess 
that  vehemence  and  fervor  and 
tenderness  which  we  sum  up  in 
the  special  sense  of  the  sacred 
word  love.  This  passion  when 
it  comes  brings  an  experience  so 


transforming  that  it  seems  a  sec- 
ond birth.  Love  is,  thus,  not 
blind,  but  merely  sees  in  each 
other  what  none  else,  save  God 
himself,  can  see.  Lives  which 
touch  only  at  the  physical  level 
are  bereft  of  the  fullest  joy.  The 
romantic  ideal  must  be  joined  by 
the  mental,  social  and  religious 
ideal. 

It  is  to  aid  us  in  achieving  this 
grand,  this  supreme,  conjunction 
of  life  that  the  seventh  com- 
mandment was  given.  And  so, 
and  only  so,  does  God,  who  is 
love,  join  us  together. 


Summit    Church,    Virginia 


They're  Nearer  Heaven 

Charles  W.  Price,  Jr. 

Louisiana  State  University 

TO  ME  and  a  lot  of  other 
people  I  know,  a  little  coun- 
try church  just  seems  a  step 
or  two  nearer  heaven  than  big 
city  churches.  The  cool,  im- 
personal way  these  bigger 
churches  are  often  run  scares  me 
just  a  little. 

Little  country  churches  are 
strongholds  of  warm,  personal 
religion.  Just  about  every  mem- 
ber has  a  job — in  Ladies'  Aid, 
Sunday  school,  the  choir,  or  a 
committee.  This  sense  of  being 
needed,  and  being  able  to  serve, 
is  the  real  strength  of  the  little 
church  —  something  the  big 
church  just  doesn't  have  a  sub- 
stitute for. 

Yet  over  the  nation,  sociolo- 
gists (and  denominational  lead- 
ers, too)  are  pushing  church  con- 
solidation. 

"One  strong  church,"  they 
argue,  "is  better  than  two  weak 
ones."  So  one  congregation  of 
country  folks  after  another  is 
being  swept  into  near-by  town 
churches.  And  fine,  old  historic 
church  buildings — some  of  them 
100  years  old  or  more — are  end- 
ing their  days  as  someone's  grain 
bin  or  poultry  house. 

Perhaps  God's  work  does  ad- 


vance more  swiftly  in  these  cost- 
ly buildings,  with  "go-getting" 
preachers,  hired  musicians,  and 
complex  social  programs.  But  I 
doubt  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  can 
get  much  more  from  a  service 
where  the  congregation  is  small 
enough  so  your  preacher  is  talk- 
ing to  you,  man  to  man.  I  know 
that  a  home-grown  choir,  whose 
members  sing  because  they're 
happy,  gives  me  more  of  a  re- 
ligious lift  than  paid  profes- 
sionals do. 

Today,  in  many  a  community 
that  long  since  would  have  dis- 
solved, in  these  days  of  good 
roads  and  automobiles,  the  little 
church  is  the  tie  that  still  holds 
neighbors  close  together — spir- 
itually and  socially. 

I  know  a  little  church  in 
northeast  Louisiana  that  will 
show  you  what  I  mean.  It's 
Wesley  chapel. 

Here  you'll  find  the  circuit 
minister,  young  and  earnest; 
the  choir,  small  but  faithful;  the 
four  sturdy  toddlers  in  the  be- 
ginners' class;  and  the  congre- 
gation, attentive  and  sincere. 

Wesley  chapel  was  built  more 
than  100  years  ago,  and  the  old 
building  stands  much  the  same 
now  as  it  did  then. 

Its  builders,  in  the  1840's,  were 
farm  folks,  friendly  and  demo- 


cratic. In  100  years  the  mem- 
bers have  changed  as  little  as 
the  church.  To  these  folks,  re- 
ligion is  personal. 

Last  year  the  church  rolls  car- 
ried forty-two  names.  Twenty- 
five  were  active — serving  on  the 
board  of  stewards,  singing  in 
the  choir,  or  teaching  Sunday 
school. 

Seven  more  attended  services 
regularly  and  supported  the 
church  with  money.  Five  were 
away  in  school  or  in  the  armed 
services.  Two  were  inactive  be- 
cause of  illness.  Where  can  you 
find  a  big  city  church  with  such 
a  record? 

It's  true  that  the  Wesley 
chapels  over  the  country  are 
much  more  likely  to  hear  the 
halting  expressions  of  a  young 
preacher  fresh  from  the  sem- 
inary than  the  golden  tones  of  a 
polished  orator.  But  among 
these  kindly,  understanding 
folks,  many  a  young  minister 
finds  the  chance  to  say  exactly 
what  he  wants  to  and  has  gone 
on  to  greater  service. 

Here  in  Wesley  chapel  the 
members  meet  under  the  trees 
for  Sunday  dinner  after  the 
services  —  and  after  they've 
eaten,  they  talk  over  and  plan 
together  for  such  things  as  better 
schools,  better  roads,  or  the  pos- 
sibility of  obtaining  a  branch 
of  the  county  library. 

Should  such  a  church  be  aban- 
doned because  it  has  no  com- 
plex program? 

Our  country  communities  are 
the  seedbed  of  our  population. 
Cities  would  perish  were  it  not 
for  the  armies  of  young  folks 
from  these  places  to  replace  and 
increase  the  ranks. 

Such  little  churches  seem  re- 
mote and  tiny,  and  they  are.  But 
they  are  shaping  our  future. 
They  are  our  reservoir  of  Chris- 
tian stability. 

Don't  ever  believe  their  work 
is  unimportant.  It  will  be  a 
tragedy  if  we  lose  them. 

Reprinted  by  permission   of  the 
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Eastern    Region    Workshop 

A  workshop  in  Christian  education  will  be 
held  at  Juniata  College,  Aug.  20-25.  Six  units 
of  studies — five  for  superintendents  and  teach- 
ers of  children,  intermediates  and  young  people 
and  one  for  administrators  of  Christian  educa- 
tion— are  being  offered.  The  enrollment  fee  is 
$10.  The  enrollment  blank,  which  may  be 
secured  from  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  the  dean  of  the 
workshop,  should  be  returned  to  the  secretary 
of  the  district  board  of  Christian  education. 


A  total  of  thirteen  DP  families  were  resettled  during 
the  first  week  of  June.  At  that  time,  thirty-eight  persons 
were  on  the  waiting  list. 

Missionaries  scheduled  to  arrive  on  July  5  at  New 
York  for  regular  furlough  are  the  Harold  Royer  family, 
the  Wayne  Parris  family,  Grayce  Brumbaugh  and  Mary 
Dadisman. 

A  work  camp  for  the  women  of  Middle  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  will  be  held  at  Camp  Harmony,  Pa.,  on 
June  25  and  26.  There  will  be  a  display  of  the  work 
being  done  by  the  groups  and  also  a  number  of  articles 
for  sale,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  to  Brethren 
Service. 

Brethren  visiting  the  great  Canadian  Northwest  are 
urged  to  visit  the  Brethren  churches  in  Canada.  Calgary 
is  only  a  few  hours'  drive  from  Banff  and  Lake  Louise, 
and  the  two  Irricana  churches  are  only  forty  miles 
northeast  of  Calgary.  There  is  an  internationally 
famous  stampede  at  Calgary  during  the  second  week 
in  July  which  attracts  thousands  of  people.  While  in 
Calgary,  phone  Bro.  I.  M.  McCune  (phone  R-4981)  or 
Leonard  Vaughn  (phone  Irricana  4). 

Camp  Alexander  Mack  will  celebrate  its  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  2,  at  2:30  p.m.  Arlo 
Gump  will  act  as  chairman  and  Eldon  Evans  of  New 
Paris,  Ind.,  will  give  the  main  address.  The  Goshen 
City  choir  will  render  special  music  and  eight  or  ten 
short  talks  will  be  given.  A  roll  call  of  all  who  are 
present  who  have  been  campers,  leaders,  cooks,  or 
workers  at  camp  will  be  made.  Everyone  who  has 
ever  been  at  Camp  Mack  is  invited  to  attend.  Lunch 
will  be  served  in  the  evening  for  those  who  care  to  stay. 

Carol  Louise  Hoff.  daughter  of  Amos  Hoff  of 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  granddaughter  of  E.  B.  Hoff, 
cofounder  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  won  one 
of  the  two  national  Parshad  Youth  Week  awards.  These 
awards  amount  to  $400  a  year  for  four  years  in  any 
college  chosen  by  the  winners  and  annual  attendance 
at  one  of  the  summer  regional  conferences  of  the 
UCYM.  Miss  Hoff  has  been  very  active  in  Christian 
youth  work  in  the  state  of  Arizona,  being  president 
of  the  state  council  for  the  past  year.  She  will  attend 
Occidental  College  this  fall.  Berwyn  Oltman  of  Enders, 
Nebr.,  grandson  of  David  Wine,  won  a  regional  contest. 
This  gives  him  a  free  attendance  at  a  regional  UCYM 
summer  conference. 
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A  carload  of  milk  cows  was  shipped  by  the  Mennon- 
ites  all  the  way  from  Oregon  to  Germany.  One  of  their 
members  accompanied  the  shipment  the  entire  distance. 

Co-operatives  of  Kansas  have  introduced  a  new 
bread  into  Kansas.  It  is  called  farm  bread.  It  is  made 
from  Kansas  wheat.  It  contains  16%  more  wheat  flour 
than  most  other  bread. 

An  agricultural  exchange  is  to  bring  100  youth  from 
Western  Europe  to  our  Southwest  next  summer.  The 
project  is  called  Democracy  Workshop.  It  is  sponsored 
by  4-H  Clubs  and  Future  Farmers  of  America. 

The  district  conference  of  Northern  Indiana  will  be 
held  at  Camp  Mack,  Aug.  14-18,  1950.  All  reports  or 
business  intended  for  publication  in  the  District  News 
Letter  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  district  writing 
clerk,  C.  C.  Cripe,  Milford,  Ind.,  by  July  5. 

The  Society  of  Friends,  meeting  at  International 
House  in  Chicago  recently,  passed  resolutions  against 
the  use  of  the  A-bomb  or  the  H-bomb.  They  said  that 
Herod's  slaughter  of  innocent  children  would  be  greatly 
surpassed  by  the  slaughter  of  thousands  of  innocent 
children  if  these  bombs  are  used. 

During  January  a  city-wide  evangelistic  campaign 
was  conducted  in  Boston.  Thousands  of  people  were 
converted  and  the  area  of  Boston  was  quickened  in  its 
total  church  life.  Sixteen  thousand  people  crowded 
Boston  Garden,  New  England's  largest  hall  on  the  last 
night  of  the  meeting.   Ten  thousand  were  turned  away. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  meeting  in  Geneva  in  February,  said,  "The 
hydrogen  bomb  is  the  latest  and  most  terrible  step  in 
the  crescendo  of  warfare  which  has  changed  war  from 
a  fight  between  men  and  nations  to  a  mass  murder  of 
human  life."  They  urged  for  a  gigantic  new  effort  on 
the  part  of  total  humanity  for  peace. 

Elkhart  church,  Ind,  will  dedicate  its  new  building 
on  Sunday,  June  25.  Regular  services  in  the  morning 
begin  at  9:30  with  the  Sunday-school  hour.  The  dedi- 
catory service,  at  which  Rufus  D.  Bowman  will  bring 
the  message,  will  begin  at  2:30  p.m.  Open  house  will 
be  from  five  to  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  G.  W. 
Phillips  is  the  pastor  of  the  congregation. 

The  Missouri  council  of  churches  discovered  that  in 
Missouri  there  are  500,000  boys  and  girls  who  do  not 
go  to  Sunday  school.  Accordingly  they  put  on  a  cam- 
paign of  attendance.  They  got  the  schools  to  co-operate 
with  them;  the  schoolteachers  asked  regularly  how 
many  of  the  children  in  the  school  went  to  Sunday 
school  the  day  previously.  They  kept  attendance  cards 
of  such  Sunday-school  attendance.  As  a  result,  attend- 
ance in  Sunday  school  went  up  from  10%  to  25%  in 
the  counties  of  Missouri. 

Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa,  noted  Christian  leader  of 
Japan,  will  be  in  America  from  July  15  to  the  end  of 
December.  He  will  devote  two  months  of  his  visit, 
October  and  November,  to  the  United  Evangelistic  Ad- 
vance. He  will  speak  at  the  World  Convention  on  Chris- 
tian Education  in  Toronto,  Canada,  on  Aug.  15,  and  on 
Sept.  15  he  will  be  in  the  missionary  meeting  of  the 
general  council  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada.  On 
Nov.  15  he  will  be  at  Cincinnati  at  the  meeting  of  the 
United  Conference  of  Church  Women. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


All  engagements  of  the  group  of  singers  known  as 
the  Richmond  Gospel  Messengers  have  been  canceled 
until  September  because  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Waldo 
Emrick,  one  of  the  group. 

Any  amateur  radio  operator  who  would  be  interested 
in  forming  a  Brethren  radio  net  is  requested  to  write 
Earl  Snader,  WZFO,  Panora,  Iowa,  giving  name,  call 
letters  and  frequency  of  activities. 

The  recent  mission  conference  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa., 
urged  that  point  four  in  the  Truman  program  be  pushed 
at  once.  Point  four  is  that  we  aid  economically  back- 
ward areas  and  help  them  to  advance  themselves. 

The  eighth  shipment  of  heifers  to  refugee  farmers 
in  western  Germany  left  New  York  on  June  2.  These 
fifty-eight  heifers  and  one  bull  bring  the  total  number 
of  animals  sent  to  Germany  to  474  cattle  and  10  goats. 

Dr.  Yuasa,  who  is  to  be  the  president  of  the  Interna- 
tional Christian  University  of  Japan,  came  recently  to 
this  country.  He  appeared  before  the  UN,  asking  for 
their  support  and  backing  for  this  great  Christian  edu- 
cational enterprise. 

The  film,  Kenji  Comes  Home,  produced  by  the  Prot- 
estant Film  Commission,  has  won  high  honors.  It  has 
been  nominated  as  the  best  documentary  motion  picture 
in  1949.  It  has  been  shown  in  many  Protestant  churches 
around  the  world. 

Protestant  women  leaders  from  all  over  the  country 
will  meet  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  13-16,  at  the  biennial 
assembly  of  the  United  Council  of  Church  Women  to 
map  far-reaching  plans  for  council  participation  in  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  are: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Baldwin  and  Bernard  and  Boyce 
of  Fruitland,  Idaho,  and  Mrs.  Marlin  Brightbill  and 
June  and  Jerald  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Chicago; 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Harnly,  Mrs.  Clifford  Dresher  and  Guy  Hayes, 
all  of  McPherson,  Kansas. 

An  interdenominational  committee  of  churchmen 
visited  Washington  recently  to  protest  against  the  con- 
tinued manufacture  of  atomic  bombs  and  the  experi- 
ment with  hydrogen  bombs.  "It  is  the  most  costly  and 
the  most  self-defeating  effort  of  any  policy  we  could 
undertake,"  they  said. 

Any  Brethren  woman  is  elible  to  attend  the  na- 
tional assembly  of  the  United  Council  of  Church  Women, 
to  be  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  13-16.  Women's 
work  has  not  planned  for  official  representation  from 
the  districts  unless  the  district  desires  it.  If  you  are 
interested  in  information  regarding  registration,  hous- 
ing and  program,  write  United  Council  of  Church  Wom- 
en, 156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City  10. 

The  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs,  representing  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  International  Missionary  Council,  has  asked  the 
Protestant  churches  in  fifty  countries  to  press  upon  their 
national  governments  the  importance  of  setting  up  effec- 
tive controls  for  armaments,  including  atomic  and 
hydrogen  bombs.  It  is  their  hope  that  the  churches  in 
every  country  will  follow  this  suggestion  and  that  some 
reduction  and  control  of  armaments  may  come  about 
soon. 


Bethany  Hospital 

Frank  N.  Sargent,  who  has  been  connected  with 
Bethany  Hospital  since  its  beginning  in  1920,  retired  this 
past  winter  and  has  moved  to  Sebring,  Fla. 

John  C.  Eller,  for  several  years  chaplain  at  the 
hospital,  is  also  carrying  on  the  work  of  purchasing 
agent  at  this  time.  Recently  he  was  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  Illinois  Division  of  the  Educational  and  Institu- 
tional Buyers  Association  meeting  held  in  Jacksonville, 
Illinois. 

Bethany  Hospital  Association  held  its  annual  meeting 
on  May  6,  1950,  and  the  trustees  met  the  following  day, 
May  7.  The  architect's  drawings  for  the  new  nurses' 
home  and  nursing  education  building  were  presented 
and  plans  for  this  project  were  approved. 

Gene  Bowman,  formerly  dietician  at  Bridgewater 
College,  will  be  acting  dietician  at  the  hospital  during 
the  summer  months. 

Gayle  Tammel,  dietician,  Marie  Tritt,  supervisor  of 
the  maternity  division,  and  Rachel  Rega,  supervisor  of 
the  nursery,  are  among  those  who  will  be  spending  the 
summer  in  work  camps  in  Austria  under  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.   Dolar   C.   Ritchey   of   Hollansburg,    Ohio,    in   the    Walnut 
Grove  church,  111.,  July  31 — Aug.  14. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Cedar 
church,  Iowa,  June  20-27. 

Bro.  William  Beahm  of  Chicago,  111.,  in  the  Center  church, 
Ohio,  June  25— July  2. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Panora  church,  Iowa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Royersford  church,  Pa. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Rummel  church.  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Champaign  church,  111. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Payette  church,  Idaho. 

Thirteen  added  to  the  Mill  Creek  church,  Va. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Thurmont  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sugar  Ridge  church,  Mich. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Little  Swatara  church,  Pa. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  Astoria  church.  111. 

Fifty-six  added  to  the  Moxham  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Cherry  Lane  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Hatfield  church, 
Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Larned  church, 
Kansas. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Lebanon 
church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Bethel 
church.  Va. 

Eight  baptized  and  nine  received  by  letter  in  the  Santa  Ana 
church,  Calif. 

Six  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Harrison- 
burg church,  Va. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Middle- 
bury  church,  Ind. 

Twenty-two  baptized  and  ten  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Crab 
Orchard  church,  W.  Va. 

One  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Westmont 
church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Four  baptized,  three  received  by  letter  and  two  on  former  bap- 
tism in  the  Paradise  church,  Calif. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  25 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jonah  Learns  God's  Missionary  Pur- 
pose.— Jonah.  Memory  Selection:  Salvation  is  of  the  Lord.  Jonah 
2:9. 

CBYF  Topic  for  June,  Story  of  Our  Church. 
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Six  Months  After  Work  Camp 


jtt 

But 
to 

:ts 
■jhr 

JBI 

tent 


Uwe  Holm 

Cuxhaven,  Germany 


I  ENJOYED  very  much  the  time 
I  spent  in  Wilbur  Mullen's  camp 
in  Hamburg.  There  I  learned 
more  than  I  would  ever  have 
thought  of,  especially  that  interna- 
tional understanding  is  possible  and 
also  necessary.  Now  I  judge  Ameri- 
can people  differently,  whom  I  only 
knew  through  denouncing  the 
Marshall  Plan,  demountings  and 
denazification  or  else  through  the 
Marshall  Plan,  which  was  noticed 
only  through  business  aspects. 

Especially  for  my  theological  pro- 
fession the  "inter  church"  under- 
standing has  meant  a  lot  to  me.  I 
was  and  am  still  surprised  about  the 
spiritual  liveliness  which  we  have 
noticed  among  the  American  camp- 
ers. Since  that  time  I  am  longing  to 
see  that  country  where  this  spirit 
and  powerful  faith  prevails  and 
learn  more  about  it  and  their  people. 
I  was  also  very  much  impressed  by 
the  wonderful  way  of  American 
thinking  that  does  not  content  itself 
with  hypothesis  but  seizes  an  op- 
portunity. By  this  time  many 
thoughts  have  come  to  my  mind 
which  I  would  like  to  have  clear, 
especially  with  regard  to  interna- 
tional understanding  and  interna- 
tional co-operation. 

That  spiritual  basis  is  a  strange 
thing  for  us  Germans,  and  again 
and  again  people  ask  me  about  it 
whenever  I  speak  of  my  camp 
experience.  Most  of  the  Germans 
cannot  understand  that  our  "ene- 
mies" (officially  the  Americans  are 
our  enemies)  want  to  help  us.  It 
is  hard  to  believe  since  day  by  day 
we  are  learning  of  counterevidence 
(Saarland,  demountings,  etc.).  There- 
fore, I  am  so  happy  to  be  able 
to  tell  my  friends:  "I  know  Ameri- 
can campers  who  are  so  different 
from  what  you  are  reading  in 
papers."  And  then  I  tell  them  of 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  in 
camp. 


I  think  it  was  a  very  good  idea  that 
the  Americans  spent  their  last  week 
end  in  Germany  with  German  fami- 
lies. The  tie  of  friendship  between 
my  house  and  the  two  American 
campers  who  spent  two  days  with 
us  is  still  a  very  strong  one.  There 
is  no  day  passing  by  without  one  of 
us  thinking  or  talking  about  that 
time.  The  visit  has  brought  life  into 
our  house  and  has  become  a  wonder- 
ful spirit.  And  I  think  it  was 
necessary.  What  is  the  use  of  a 
theoretical  education  in  the  ideas  of 
an  international  work  camp  and 
what  is  the  use  of  us  working  to- 
gether for  several  weeks  in  a  rela- 
tively closed  camp?  We  Germans 
are  like  prophets  in  our  own  country 
if  we  talk  about  international  under- 
standing. All  we  can  do  is  to  talk 
about  those  things  because  we  are 
no  authority.  The  Americans  and 
other  campers  only  need  to  be  here; 
they  don't  need  to  talk  much;  they 
must  show  only  that  they  are  think- 


ing, feeling  and  suffering  with  us 
they  must  show  that  they  under 
stand  us  and  do  not  come  as  ax 
occupation  army  but  as  men  to  men 
On  the  other  hand,  the  camp  spiri 
must  be  scattered.  The  camp  mus 
be  a  shock  troop  which  brings  to  th( 
whole  world  the  message,  "Peace  or 
earth  for  Christ."  Therefore,  keej 
up  camp  not  only  for  the  good  ol 
the  camp  but  keep  it  up  as  a  large 
"community"  to  pronounce  th€ 
message.  The  main  thing  is  the 
spreading  of  the  idea.  Each  single 
camper  gets  the  idea  to  pass  it  oa 
During  my  camp  experience  lasl 
summer  I  sometimes  had  the  impres- 
sion that  we  Germans  were  very 
proud  of  being  members  of  an  inter 
national  work  camp.  One  was  acting 
like  a  foreigner.  It  began  with 
tucked-up  trousers  and  ended  up  by 
using  English  words.  We  really 
were  thankful  to  have  the  oppor 
tunity  of  attending  such  a  camp,  bul 
that  didn't  mean  that  we  had  special 


The  American  campers 
who  attend  international 
work  camps  also  feel  like 
Uwe  Holm  that  working 
with  Europeans  is  the 
way  to  prove  our  desire 
for  greater  international 
understanding  and  world 
peace.  Paying  in  order  to 
do  the  job  proves  one's 
genuine  interest.  Han- 
nelore  Wiehe,  philosophy 
student  from  Bremen,  Ger- 
many, and  Jean  West, 
schoolteacher  from  Lud- 
low Falls,  Ohio,  clean  old 
bricks  to  be  used  in  re- 
building the  German  com- 
munity house  at  Hamburg 
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ghts  but  special  duties  (privileges) 
•the  duty  to  drive  the  wedge  of 
ternational  understanding  more 
id  more  into  our  country.  That  is 
jry  important  in  Germany.  Even 
tough  people  here  are  very 
:eptical,  they  are  listening  very 
illingly  to  others  who  are  sin- 
:rely  against  war  because  we  have 
id  the  experience. 
But  before  I  set  to  work  I  have 

have  concrete  ground  under  my 
et  since  I  have  to  debate  clearly 
•phrases  do  not  serve  people.  That 
mcrete  ground  I  can  get  only  by 
tending  another  camp  or  by  going 

the  States. 


Brethren  Service 
Calendar 

July  1— Aug.  13.  COM- 
MUNITY SERVICE 
WORK  CAMP.  Modes- 
to, Calif. 

July  2-30.  WORK  CAMPS 
FOR  NEGRO  COM- 
MUNITIES. Carver 
Neighborhood  Center, 
Kansas  Qity,  Mo.,  and 
Clovis,  N.  M. 

July  5-19.  INSTITUTE  OF 
RACE  RELATIONS.  Mc- 
Pherson  College. 

July  10-21.  INSTITUTE  OF 
INDUSTRIAL  R  E  L  A  - 
TIONS.  Bethany  Bibli- 
cal Seminary. 

July  10— Aug.  20.  BRETH- 
REN INTERNATIONAL 
WORK  CAMPS.  Ger- 
many and  Austria. 

July  23-30.  INSTITUTE  OF 
CHRISTIAN  POLITICAL 
ACTION.  New  Windsor 
Center. 

July  24— Aug.  4.  INSTI- 
TUTE OF  INTERNA- 
TIONAL RELATIONS. 
La  Verne  College. 

July  30  — Aug.  5.  AN- 
NUAL INTERRACIAL 
CAMP.  New  Windsor 
Center. 

Sept.  6— Nov.  4.  SECOND 
BRETHREN  TOUR  TO 
EUROPE. 

For  information  on  any 
of  these  events  write  to 
Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, General  Broth- 
erhood Board,  Elgin,  111. 


LIVING 

OUR 

RELIGION 


Ruth  Peckover,  Topeka,  Kansas; 
Katherine  McLeod,  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.;  and  Marilyn  Miller,  Wiley, 
Colo.,  members  of  the  September 
1949  BVS  training  unit,  have  been 
serving  at  the  federal  reformatory 
for  women  at  Alderson,  W.  Va.  Be- 
low they  report  on  some  of  their  ac- 
tivities and  the  inspiration  and 
benefits  they  are  receiving  from 
bringing  to  these  unfortunate  women 
a  little  bit  of  light  into  their  dark 
world. 

THE  main  emphasis  of  our  work 
here  in  the  Alderson  Reforma- 
tory consists  of  a  folk  game 
program,  through  which  we  get  into 
each  cottage  once  a  week  for  an 
hour  of  fun  and  relaxation.  There 
are  fifteen  cottages.  That  means 
that  we  take  in  two,  three  or  four 
cottages  each  evening  in  order  to 
make  the  round  once  a  week.  The 
institution  bought  for  our  use  in 
this  program  upon  our  request  the 
World  of  Fun  series  of  folk  game 
records  which  are  put  out  by  the 
Methodist  Church. 

In  that  hour  spent  in  each  cottage 
the  inmates  can  be  informal  and 
relaxed  (for  they  are  under  strict 
rules  and  regulations  all  day).  Un- 
der this  federal  system  we  cannot 
do  too  much  directly  in  the  line 
of  teaching  one  faith  but  we  can  do 
Christian  work;  the  best  we  know 
is  to  live  our  religion,  our  faith  in 
the  Master.  In  spending  two  hours 
each  evening  with  these  inmates,  we 
can  show  them  how  to  have  good, 


clean  fun  and  be  happy  as  Chris- 
tians. 

We  make  other  contacts  in  our  six 
hours  of  work  during  the  day.  Kathy 
is  the  librarian.  Ruth  finished  a  very 
nice  job  of  moving  the  staff  library 
and  reclassifying  all  the  books. 
Marilyn  is  working  for  the  music 
instructor. 

We  are  becoming  personally  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  the  inmates. 
Our  work  we  find  very  interesting. 
It  becomes  somewhat  discouraging 
at  times,  as  all  things  do,  but  we 
are  ever  mindful  that  we  are  serving 
our  Master  and  that  we  must  take 
every  opportunity  set  before  us  to 
be  "a  light  shining  forth  in  the  dark- 
ness." We  have  all  grown  closer  to- 
God  in  our  six  months'  stay  here 
for  we  find  him  an  ever-present 
help — without  him  we  are  nothing. 
We  pray  that  we  may  be  worthy 
servants  of  him  who  gave  his  life  for 
us,  that  some,  in  our  work  here  in 
Alderson,  might  see  Christ  through 
us. 

In  our  work  through  BVS,  not 
only  here  in  Alderson  but  every- 
where, laymen,  farmers,  ministers 
or  whatever  our  occupation  may  be, 
we  are  selling  our  church  to  the 
public  through  our  actions  and 
deeds.  Not  only  are  we  selling  our 
church  but,  most  of  all,  we  are 
selling  Christianity. 

Young  people,  it  is  indeed  a 
privilege  to  give  even  one  year  in 
doing  something  for  Christ.  We 
have  been  richly  blessed.  Would 
that  you,   too,   might  find  this  joy. 


Notes  .  .  . 

The  name  of  the  Brethren  Service 
attendant  at  Crownsville,  Md.,  pic- 
tured on  page  eighteen  of  the  May  6 
Messenger  was  incorrectly  given  as 
Ethel  Myer,  New  Holland,  Pa.  The 
attendant  shown  is  Mabel  Atwood, 
Rileyville,  Va. 

Dr.  Everett  B.  Myer  has  returned 
to  the  Brethren  Service  project  at 


Castaner,  Puerto  Rico,  as  medical 
director  on  a  short-term  volunteer 
basis.  For  the  past  year  and  a  half 
he  has  been  working  at  the  Munici- 
pal hospital  at  Adjuntas,  Puerto 
Rico.  Previous  to  this  time  he 
served  almost  three  years  at  the 
project. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS  —  PLANS  —  METHODS 


1950-51  PROGRAM  GUIDE 


CALENDAR 


PART  TWO 


MAY     1951 

Family  Life  Emphasis   Month  of  May 

Family  Week  May  6-13 

Mother's  Day    May  13 

Pentecost  Sunday    May  13 

Conference  Offering    May  20 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Before  You  Say  I  Do. 

Definite  plans  should  be  made  early  for  the  observance 

of  Christian  Family  Week  in  May,   and  if  possible 

a  Sunday  evening  School  of  Family  Living  for  the 

month. 
Make    Pentecost    Sunday    another    great    day    in    your 

church,  concluding  the  Easter  to  Pentecost  emphasis 

on  Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life. 
May  will  probably  see  another  Brethren  to  Washington 

seminar.    Watch  for  announcements.    Try  to  send  a 

delegate. 

JUNE     1951 

Children's  Day   June  10 

Annual  Conference  Sunday   June  17 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Stewards  of  God's  World. 

Your  vacation  school  should  be  at  least  four  weeks 
long  this  year  in  order  to  retain  vacation  time 
for  the  home  and  church.  Also  this  is  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  daily  vacation  Bible  school  move- 
ment. Plans  should  be  laid  as  early  as  February 
for  best  results. 

Welcome  college  youth  into  the  CBYF  and  use  them  in 
the  total  church  program  during  the  summer. 

Begin  the  program  of  summer  activities  for  children, 
including  vacation  school,  camps,  clubs,  etc. 

Brethren  Service  work  camps  and  institutes  will  open 
in  June  and  July.  Give  them  publicity  and  encourage 
representation  from  your  church. 

JULY     1951 

ACTIVITIES    AND    PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Democracy,  So  What! 
Co-operate    with    other    Christians    of   the    community 

in  joint  services,  programs  and  projects,  since  many 

people  are  on  vacation. 
Survey   the    church    community    for    work    and    relief 

projects  which  children  can  do. 
Make  plans  for  a  series  of  workers'  conferences  during 

the  coming  church  school  year. 
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Use  the  out-of-doors  for  a  variety  of  church  programs 
including  picnics,  vespers,  campfires,  nature  hikes, 
outdoor  films,  etc. 

AUGUST     1951 

World  Peace  Day   Aug.  6 

ACTIVITIES    AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:   Families  Together 

Complete  the  selection  of  your  church  school  staff  for 
next  year.  See  that  they  will  receive  the  denomi- 
national, I.  C.  R.  E.,  and  supplementary  literature 
they  need. 

See  that  reorganization  of  the  church  school  is  complete, 
"and  plans  well  on  the  way  for  the  promotion  of 
children.   Make  promotion  day  a  special  occasion. 

Order  manuals  for  church  workers  in  the  different 
departments.   See  the  listing  below. 

This  should  begin  the  plans  of  your  church  cabinet 
for  the  church  program,  emphasis,  and  goals  for  the 
year  beginning  October  first.  A  retreat  (overnight 
or  week  end)  is  worth  attempting. 

Aug.  6  is  the  anniversary  of  Hiroshima's  atom  bomb 
explosion.  A  number  of  churches  are  devoting  the 
day  or  the  nearest  Sunday  to  peace.  Repentance 
and  a  search  for  a  better  way  than  war  can  well 
be  stressed. 

SEPTEMBER     1951 

Labor  Sunday Sept.     2 

Annual  Achievement  Offering    Sept.  16 

ACTIVITIES    AND    PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:  Forerunners  of  the  Peace 
Churches. 

The  relationship  of  the  church  to  labor  needs  increasing 
attention.  An  appropriate  sermon  or  short  talks  by 
well-qualified  labor  representatives  are  in  order. 

Plan  to  use  the  people  with  unique  summer  experiences 
in  a  series  of  Sunday  evening  meetings. 

See  that  a  well-planned  program  for  the  whole  church 
year  is  ready  to  go  into  operation.  Have  a  retreat  or 
conference  in  which  retiring  personnel  share  ideas 
with  the  new  staff. 

Do  your  part  in  planning  for  a  community  leadership 
training  school.  In  addition,  you  should  have  a 
class  in  your  own  church  during  the  year.  Be  ac- 
credited and  clear  all  credits  earned  through  the 
Christian  Education  Commission. 

See  that  all  children's  workers  have  a  Fellowship  of 
Growth-in-Service  folder  and  urge  them  to  qualify 
for  membership  in  the  fellowship. 


A  Directory  for  Program  Resources 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board,  through  its  commission  staffs,  is  eager 
to  be  of  service  to  the  local  church  in  developing  a  strong  and  vital 
Christian  witness  within  the  fellowship  and  in  the  community.  Respon- 
sibility in  the  many  different  areas  of  local  church  activity  and  interest 
has  been  delegated  to  the  commissions  and  departments.  Your  concerns 
in  these  areas  should  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Sunday-school  supplies;  Gospel  Messenger  subscriptions 

Brethren  Publishing  House 

Missions  education  Missions  Education,  Foreign  Mission  Commission 

Ministerial  and  missionary  pensions  Pension  Office 

Audio-visual  aids  and  equipment  Audio-Visual  Education 

Stewardship;  Brotherhood  Fund;  local  church  finance 

Brotherhood  Fund  Office 

Evangelism;  home  missions;  ministerial  concerns 

Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Commission 

Relief,  rehabilitation  Brethren  Service  Commission 

Peace,  economics,  race  relations 

Social  Education,  Brethren  Service  Commission 

Service  projects.  Brethren  Volunteer  Service,  work  camps 

Social  Action,  Brethren  Service  Commission 

Music    and    worship,    temperance,    leadership    education,     Sunday-school 
administration,  libraries,  adult  work,  general  administration 

Christian  Education  Commission 


Women's  work 


Women's  Work,  Christian  Education  Commission 


Home  and  family  life 

Home  and  Family  Life,  Christian  Education  Commission 

Men's  work  Christian  Education  Commission 

Children's  work;  vacation  church  schools;  weekday  religious  education 

Children's  Department,  Christian  Education  Commission 

CBYF;  recreation;  intermediates;  summer  camping 

Youth  Department,  Christian  Education  Commission 

All   departments   can   be   reached   at   22   S.    State    St.,   Elgin,    111. 


Some  Useful  Tools  for 
Church  Workers 

These  manuals  have  been  pre- 
pared especially  to  give  guidance  to 
persons  who  are  responsible  for  the 
various  elements  of  the  local  church 
program.  Use  them.  Glean  the  sug- 
gestions that  will  enrich  your  own 
church  life,  and  add  to  and  adjust 
to  fit  your  own  local  situation.  Ap- 
proach them  with  a  teachable  mind 
and  in  an  attitude  of  prayer  so  that 
they  may  be  a  means  of  discovering 
the  highest  will  of  God. 
Minister 

Brethren  Minister's  Manual  . .  $1.25 
Superintendent 
The  Superintendent's  Guide 

(published  annually)  50c 

Youth  Leader 

CBYF  Local  Manual  (to  be  available 
by  October — price  to  be  an- 
nounced) 


Children's  Worker 

Manual  of  Children's  Work   in  the 

Local  Church  (to  be  available  by 

October — price  to  be  announced) 
Women's  Work  Leader 
Manual  for  Women's  Work 

Groups,   1950    50c 

Home  Builder  Emphases, 

1950-51   15c 

Aid-Service   Suggestions  for 

1950-51  (packet)   Free 

Special  mission  programs: 

Daughters  as   Cornerstones, 

1950 15c 

Fatima's  Challenge,  a  pageant 
on  Islam,  1950   15c 

Christian  Communities  Around 
the  World,   1950    15c 

Christmas  in  Our  Hearts,  1950  15c 
Women's   Work   Order   Blank 

1950-51  Free 

Men's   Work   Leader 

Men's  Work  in  the   Church   of  the 

Brethren    15c 


Deacon 

Office  of  the  Deacon   15c 

Usher 

Ushers  in  the  House  of  God  . .  .   25c 

Temperance  Director 

Alcohol  Education  in  the  Church 
(listing  of  materials)    Free 

We  Meet  the  Alcohol  Problem 
(outlining  a  program  of 
action)    Free 

Stewardship    Committee 

Plans  and  Procedures — a  Manual  for 
the  Stewardship  Committee  in  the 
Local  Church    Free 

Stewardship    Prospectus    and    1950 
Supplement  (listing  of  ma- 
terials)        Free 


General 

Religious    News  .  .  . 

Stresses  Writers'  Role  in  Promot- 
ing Christian  Message 

Writers  are  going  to  have  much 
to  say  on  whether  the  world  receives 
the  message  of  Christianity  or  con- 
tinues its  race  to  atomic  doom,  the 
second  annual  Christian  Writers 
Conference  was  told  by  Dr.  James 
DeForest  Murch,  president  of  the 
Evangelical   Press   Association. 

To  do  his  job  well,  Dr.  Murch  said, 
"the  writer  must  love  his  fellow 
men,  read  widely  and  write,  write, 
write." 

Writers  from  eight  states  and  Can- 
ada attended  the  sessions,  sponsored 
by  the  Christian  Writers  Institute, 
which  was  launched  to  stimulate 
interest  in  and  improve  the  tech- 
niques of  religious  journalism. 

Rural  Ministers  Advised  to  Study 
Family  Counseling 

Rural  ministers  should  become 
more  expert  in  family  counseling, 
it  was  recommended  at  the  sixth 
annual  Convocation  on  the  Church 
in  Town  and  Country  held  in  Lin- 
coln, Nebr. 

The  recommendation  was  made  by 
a  commission  charged  with  develop- 
ing a  tentative  Protestant  policy  on 
rural  economic  and  social  relations. 
It  also  urged  rural  clergymen  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  the 
various  social  services  available  in 
their  areas. 

Other  proposals  made  by  the  com- 
mission were: 

Rural  churches  should  encourage 
their   congregations    to   study    their 
own    communities    in    the    light    of 
their  strength  and  weakness. 
Continued   on   page   25 
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CHINA,  1950 


Bengt  R.  Hoffman 


THE  paddy  patches  were  green 
again.  Farmers  labored  on  the 
fields.  Between  the  stalks  you 
could  see  the  water  sparkling  in  the 
bright  sun.  Water  buffalos  wallowed 
languidly  in  muddy  pools.  From 
early  dawn  to  sunset  farm  boys 
treaded  the  water  wheels  pumping 
up  water  to  verdant  rice  terraces. 
The  sun  glistened  in  the  revolving 
strings    of    wooden    scoops.     With 


patient  persistence,  sometimes  with- 
out a  shelter  against  the  scorching 
sun,  the  water-wheel  treaders  kept 
on  going,  their  broad-rimmed,  cone- 
shaped  straw  hats  rocking  monoto- 
nously. White  herons  meandered 
gracefully  through  the  green  fields. 
On  the  age-old  well-worn  trails  be- 
tween the  gray  mud-hamlets  with 
thatched  roofs  farmers  came  wad- 
dling under  their  bamboo  yokes. 
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Thousands  of  brown  rectangular 
sails  moved  slowly  on  ancient  water- 
ways, rivers,  and  canals,  laden  with 
cabbage,  bamboo  shoots,  and  leeks, 
celery,  water-chestnuts,  water  cress, 
and  live  chickens  in  hemp  baskets, 
for  the  markets  of  a  near-by  city. 
When  you  saw  them  at  a  distance, 
the  water  hidden  from  your  eyes, 
they  looked  like  huge  kites  gliding 
warily  right  through  the  verdure 
contemplating  whether  they  would 
call  it  a  day  or  not. 

At  railway  stations  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  farmers  offered 
you  preserved  eggs  with  black 
whites  and  red  yolks,  sugar-coated 
water-chestnuts,  and  fried  bread 
sprinkled  with  sesame  seeds.  Except 
for  the  railway  stations,  this  picture 
was  thousands  of  years  old.  In  1949 
A.D.  the  Chinese  farmers  fertilized 
their  fields  with  human  fertilizer, 
tilled  them  with  a  simple  one-blade, 
one-handle  plough,  planted  their 
rice,  treaded  their  water  wheels, 
carried  everything  with  their  yokes, 
just  in  the  same  manner  as  1000 
B.C. 

Up  in  central  China  I  met  a  young 
Christian  Chinese,  a  Y.M.C.A.  sec- 
retary, who  was  working  with  some 
Westerners  in  a  rural  work  project 
run  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
I  asked  him:  "What  made  you 
choose  this  line  of  Christian  serv- 
ice? A  university  graduate  like  you 
could  have  had  a  job  in  a  city  some- 
where and  enjoyed  a  bit  more  com- 
fort than  you  get  in  a  Chinese 
village  without  electricity,  theaters 
and  hygiene  as  you  have  come  to 
know  it?"  He  said:  "Eighty  percent 
of  China's  450,000,000  are  farmers. 
Nearly  all  of  them  are  illiterate. 
They  are  subjected  to  all  kinds  of 
superstition.  They  know  nothing 
about  modern  agricultural  methods 
They  are  in  the  hands  of  exacting 
landlords.  I  felt  that  as  a  Christian 
leader  I  had  a  special  obligation  to 
these  360,000,000.  So  I  joined  this 
Christian  rural  project.  I  have  never 
regretted  it." 

Continued  on  page  24 
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WICHITA 
CHURCH 


Harvey  R.  Hostetler 


THE  week  end  of  March  12,  1950, 
was  a  memorable  event  for  the 
Brethren  in  Wichita,  Kansas, 
when  they  dedicated  their  new 
church  building.  Ceremonies  started 
on  Saturday  evening  with  a  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  Baldwin  organ  fol- 
lowed by  open  house  to  all  visitors 
and  members  present. 

The  dedication  of  the  church  oc- 
•curred  the  next  day  with  a  full 
•day's  program.  D.  W.  Bittinger  was 
"the  principal  speaker,  with  W.  W. 
Peters,  R.  E.  Mohler,  and  Ralph 
Hodgden  each  having  a  part  in  the 
services  of  the  day.  The  evening 
service  was  featured  by  a  concert 
given  by  the  McPherson  College 
a  cappella  choir  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Don  Frederick. 

The  building  is  of  modified  Gothic 
architecture      using      buff      brick 
trimmed  with  Silverdale  stone.   The 
extreme    length    is    ninety-six    feet 
and  the  over-all  width  is  eighty-six 
r.feet.     The    entire    building    has    an 
.^interior   mahogany   wood   trim   (for 
the    mahagony    the    church    is    in- 
debted to  the  contractor). 
-'-'The    beautiful    sanctuary    has    a 
beamed    ceiling    and    oak    floor.     It 
has, the  divided  chancel  with  an  art 
glass,  v/indow  picturing  Jesus,   The 
Good  Shepherd,  as  the  worship  cen- 
ter.- The    main   floor    also    contains 
three, large  classrooms,  the  pastor's 
study,  nursery  and  choir  room.    Six 
other    classrooms    are    available    on 
the  second  floor  of  the  educational 
unit,     The    downstairs    provides    a 
fellowship  room  seating  more  than 
200    at    tables,    the    baptistry,    five 
classrooms,     the     kitchen,     furnace 
room    and    several    storage    rooms. 
The  floor  of  the  fellowship  room  is 
overlaid  with  asphalt  tile. 


Plans  and  blueprints  for  the  build- 
ing were  prepared  by  a  local  archi- 
tect. The  contractor  was  the  F.  H. 
Sell  Construction  Company  of 
Wichita.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sell  are  both 
members  of  the  church.  Mr.  Sell's 
standards  of  workmanship,  selection 
of  materials  and  generosity  both  in 
time  and  money  are  greatly  appreci- 
ated by  the  entire  congregation. 

The  Wichita  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren was  organized  in  1879  with 
twelve  charter  members.  During 
the  early  years  of  the  congregation 


several  places  of  worship  were  es- 
tablished. In  1908  a  building  was 
erected  on  the  corner  of  N.  St. 
Francis  and  Eleventh  Streets,  which 
became  the  home  of  the  congrega- 
tion until  the  present  new  building 
was  built  in  1949. 

Samuel  Brown  was  the  first  min- 
ister to  be  elected  by  the  congrega- 
tion, which  was  in  the  year  the 
church  was  organized.  Some  of  the 
recent  pastors  have  been  James  H. 
Elrod,  Roy  McAuley,  L.  Avery 
Fleming    and   Harvey   R.    Hostetler, 


Above:    New  Wichita  church,  Kansas 
Below:    Interior  of  the  church,  showing  the  divided  chancel  and  art- 
glass   window 
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pastor  since  1944.  Within  the  last 
ten  years  six  young  men  have  been 
called  to  the  ministry  and  two  to 
the  office  of  deacon,  all  of  whom 
are  now  active  in  church  work. 

First  steps  were  taken  towards  a 
new  church  in  1942,  when  the  pres- 
ent site  was  purchased.  Part  of  the 
ground  was  used  for  a  new  parson- 
age which  was  built  in  1947.  It  was 
paid  for  when  dedicated.  A  building 
committee  was  elected  by  the 
church  and  within  a  few  years  the 
following  people  were  chosen  on 
the  committee  and  they  held  office 
for  the  past  five  years  until  the 
project  was  completed:  Ira  Weaver, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Floyd  Sell,  secre- 
tary; Harlow  J.  Brown,  treasurer; 
Raymond  Davis,  H.  E.  Clark,  and 
the  pastor,  Harvey  R.  Hostetler. 

Beginning  with  1944  the  building 
fund  was  given  organized  effort  and 
enthusiasm  by  the  entire  congrega- 
tion and  increased  steadily  each 
year.  Actual  building  operations 
were  delayed  both  because  of  war 
conditions  and  also  because  of 
changing  prices.  The  church  had 
$50,000  on  hand  when  construction 
was  started.  A  goal  of  $25,000  was 
set  to  be  raised  in  1949  which,  with 
the  sale  of  the  old  church,  was  more 
than  reached  before  the  day  of  dedi- 
cation. The  church  has  a  loan  of 
$25,000  which  covers  the  entire 
amount  of  indebtedness.  More  than 
$7,000  was  raised  in  cash  and 
pledges  on  the  day  of  dedication, 
most  of  which  will  be  applied  on 
the  loan.  The  cost  of  the  building 
and  furnishings  is  approximately 
$102,000.  The  present  membership 
is  419. 

The  congregation  is  grateful  to 
our  heavenly  Father  for  his  guid- 
ance and  marvelous  blessings  during 
the  recent  years  of  hard  work.  Our 
prayers  now  are  that  we  may  serve 
him  better  and  increase  our  useful- 
ness in  the  advancement  of  his 
kingdom. 


China,  1950 

Continued  from  page  22 

"How  did  the  farmers  receive 
you?" 

"They  viewed  us  with  some  sus- 
picion at  the  outset.  When  we 
brought  the  first  tractor  to  the 
village  they  were  convinced  it  was 
ridden  by  a  devil.  One  day  a  farmer 
got  hurt  by  the  tractor  and  that 
confirmed  their  belief  in  the  devil- 
ishness  of  our  novelties.  But  now 
they  have  accepted  us,  our  school, 
our  tractors   and   our   new   agricul- 
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tural  teachings  as  something  worth 
while!" 

Traveling  through  the  areas  un- 
affected by  the  civil  war,  you  might 
get  the  impression  that  all  is  well  in 
China.  But  stop  over  in  a  village 
and  you  will  soon  find  that  the  seeds 
of  the  civil  war  are  there.  You  see 
the  farmer  work  in  the  fields  and  in 
his  junk,  and  it  all  looks  centented 
and  normal.  But  it  isn't.  There  are 
many  worries  underneath  the  un- 
ruffled surface  of  his  face.  One  of 
the  worries  is  the  landlord.  The 
landlord  rules  the  farmer.  Most  of 
the  farmer's  produce  goes  to  the 
landlord.  The  landlord,  or  better  the 
landlord  family,  might  possess  only 
a  few  acres  and  live  in  the  village  or 
he  might  possess  miles  and  miles  of 
land  and  live  in  splendor  in  the  city. 
In  any  case,  the  tenant  farmer  has 
a  hard  time  making  ends  meet  under 
an  exacting   contract. 

The  second  worry  is  conscription. 
When  a  conscription  agent  turns  up 
in  a  village  there  is  fear  and  weep- 
ing among  the  farmers.  The  few 
rich  ones  bribe  their  sons  out  of 
military  service.  The  poor  families 
have  to  give  their  sons.  This  spring 
I  often  saw  thousands  of  these  piti- 
ful little  youngsters  in  their  baggy 
padded  uniforms,  separated  from 
their  home  village  by  a  thousand 
miles  and  more. 

Then  there  is,  thirdly,  the  fear  of 
crop  failure.  If  the  spring  rains  do 
not  come,  the  pools  will  dry  up  and 
there  will  be  no  rice.  If  there  is  no 
rice,  hunger  and  famine  will  haunt 
the  hamlets. 

Fourthly,  among  the  farmers  there 
is  the  helplessness  of  illiteracy.  If 
you  cannot  read  and  write  you  are 
at  the  mercy  of  those  who  can. 
That's  the  way  the  ruling  class  in 
China  perpetuated  itself.  Ignorance 
is  power — for  the  knowing. 

Fifthly,  the  farmers,  thus  locked 
up  in  a  very  small  world,  are  living 
in  another  kind  of  slavery,  the  fear 
of  the  spirits.  They  believe  in  evil 
spirits  as  well  as  in  the  spirits  of 
their  ancestors.  That,  of  course, 
retards  material  progress.  Fengshui, 
the  influence  of  "aspects,"  decides 
whether  a  railroad  can  be  built 
through  a  territory,  or  a  bridge.  The 
fields  are  dotted  with  grave  mounds 
which  cannot  be  removed  because 
moving  them  would  antagonize  the 
ancestors. 

Millions  have  migrated  in  that 
way  during  the  past  few  years. 
Shanghai  was  crammed  with  refu- 
gees this  last  winter  and  spring. 
Only  when  over  two  hundred  of 
them  had  died  in  the  streets  during 
a  frosty  night  did  the   newspapers 


bother  to  mention  it.  These  migrat- 
ing humans  were  afraid  of  the 
devastation  of  war.  They  saw  a  lot 
of  it  under  the  Japanese  and  would 
have  no  more  of  it.  They  were  not 
afraid  of  the  Communists  as  such  for 
they  knew  extremely  little  about  the 
ideological  side.  They  only  knew 
that  soldiers,  as  they  had  known 
them,  are  bad,  whatever  their  brand. 

Faith  of  Chinese  Christians  Holds 
Firm 

A  year  ago  the  Chinese  Com- 
munist army  crossed  the  Yangtze, 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  China 
mainland  would  soon  be  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment. As  the  crossing  of  the 
Yangtze  marked  the  turning  point 
in  the  war,  many  Chinese  Christians 
feel  it  also  marked  a  turning  point 
in  the  relations  of  the  Chinese 
church  and  the  government. 

Chinese  Christians,  Christian  or- 
ganizations and  foreign  missionaries 
settled  down  to  living  and  working 
under  a  new  regime  that  had  come 
to  stay.  Looking  back  upon  a  year 
under  the  Communist  government, 
most  Protestant  leaders  are  of  the 
opinion  that  "we  have  fared  better 
than  we  dared   to  hope." 

Although  conditions  vary  in  differ- 
ent localities,  certain  generalizations 
can  be  made.  Some  Christian  lead- 
ers take  a  gloomy  view  of  things, 
others  appear  overly  optimistic,  but 
all  agree  that  the  experiences  of  the 
past  year  have  shown  that  Chris- 
tianity has  sunk  its  roots  deep  into 
the  good  earth  of  China.  The  faith 
of  Chinese  Christians  has  held  firm 
against  intimidation,  ridicule  and 
social  and  economic  pressure. 

Letters  and  reports  from  all  over 
China  indicate  that  church  attend- 
ance has  grown  markedly  in  the 
past  year,  both  in  the  country  and 
in  the  big  city  churches.  A  Chinese 
Christan  leader  in  close  touch  with 
rural  churches  believes  that  they 
may  once  more  become  the  vital 
force  they  were  before  the  war 
years,  although  their  resurgence  is 
bound  to  be  slow. 

Cottage  meetings  are  common  in 
rural  areas  where  churches  have 
not  been  reopened,  or  where  the 
authorities  frown  on  larger  meet- 
ings, as  they  still  do  in  some  places. 
One  rural  pastor  reports  he  holds 
no  scheduled  services,  but  has  a 
service  whenever  a  group  of  his 
church  members  come.  They  seem 
to  feel  that  the  small  home  meetings 
provide  an  intimate  Christian  fel- 
lowship which  gives  them  courage 
and  strength  to  carry  on. 


Rural   Ministers 

Continued  from  page  21 

The  rural  church  should  make  cer- 
tain that  community  planning  is  di- 
rected toward  the  needs  of  all  per- 
sons, regardless  of  creed,  color,  sex, 
age  or  occupation. 

An  obligation  binding  on  rural 
churches  is  that  they  teach  their  peo- 
ple that  no  one  economic  group  can 
assure  itself  of  a  high  standard  of 
living  at  the  expense  of  other  groups 
in  the  community. 

Good  Health  Called  Necessary  to 
Christian  Living 

Good  health  is  necessary  for  vi- 
brant Christian  living,  the  annual 
fall  convention  of  the  Seventh-Day 
Adventist  Church  was  told  by  Dr. 
George  Harding,  president  of  the 
College  of  Medical  Evangelists  in 
Los  Angeles. 

He  said  that  good  health  will  do 
much  to  stimulate  feelings  of  Chris- 
tian brotherly  love,  adding:  "The 
sick  or  tired  Christian  thinks  he  can 
see  right  through  people,  and  what 
he  sees  is  only  their  faults.  If  you're 
feeling  fine,  the  people  you  meet 
will  seem  like  pretty  nice  persons." 

Dr.  Harding  warned  ministers  and 
laymen  alike  to  "guard  against 
health-destroying  pressures  of  mod- 
ern living."  He  said  clergymen 
should  not  become  so  engrossed  in 
routine  duties  that  their  spiritual 
virtues  suffer. 

"It  is  difficult  for  a  tired  minister 
to  be  a  good  leader  for  his  flock,"  the 
physician  declared. 

Pagan  Practices  Spreading 
Among  Africans 

Witchcraft,  ancestor-w  o  r  s  h  i  p, 
crime,  lawlessness  and  a  decline  in 
morals  are  spreading  faster  than  the 
Christian  religion  among  the  black 
peoples  of  South  Africa,  the  Rev.  F. 
Mnguni,  supervisor  of  native  schools 
in  Zululand,  said. 

"The  reasons  for  this  state  of  af- 
fairs among  my  people,"  he  said, 
"are  that  the  Christian  religion  has 
been  accepted  in  word  mainly,  and 
not  in  practice,  while  education  is 
theoretical  and  not  practical.  To  the 
majority  of  my  people  the  broad 
outlook  of  education  which  should 
enable  people  to  live  a  good  life  has 
been  superseded  by  the  narrow  out- 
look that  education  should  provide 
a  living. 

"Much  that  is  taught  in  the  schools 
has  no  place  in  the  home.  Education 
cannot  be  measured  in  the  number 
of  schools  built  and  of  pupils  en- 
rolled,  but   in   a   changed   mode   of 


life.  There  is  a  strong  need  for 
bridging  the  gap  between  the  school 
and  the  church  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  home  on  the  other.  My  people 
are  turning  in  frustration  to  the 
barbaric  ways  of  their  forefathers. 
The  belief  and  practice  of  witchcraft, 
instead  of  dying  out,  is  taking  fresh 
hold,  and  ancestor-worship  is  once 
again  gaining  ground." 

Plan  Survey  of  Illinois  Church 
Buildings 

Church  expansion  in  rural  areas 
will  be  affected  by  a  survey  to  locate 
every  existing  church  building  in  the 
state,  approved  by  the  Illinois 
Churchmen's  Convocation.  The  sur- 
vey, which  will  get  under  way  at 
once,  was  endorsed  by  200  Protestant 
leaders  representing  13  denomina- 
tions. 

Extension  of  migrant  work 
throughout  the  state  was  also  de- 
cided upon  at  the  sessions.  A  report 
said  that  6,000  migrant  workers  were 
in  Illinois  last  summer  and  that  only 
a  part  of  these  were  served  by 
church  programs. 

A  series  of  five  family  life  confer- 
ences  to   be  held   in  February  was 

About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


approved  by  the  churchmen.  Deal- 
ing with  the  church  and  its  families, 
the  conferences  will  be  planned  es- 
pecially for  pastors  and  ministers 
to  enable  them  to  get  the  lay  view- 
point  on  family   problems. 

Dr.  Elton  Trueblood  of  Earlham 
College,  Richmond,  Ind.,  told  the 
convocation  that  the  "real  Christian 
religion  is  a  lay  religion." 

"The  task  of  the  minister,"  he  said, 
"is  not  to  preach  the  gospel.  The 
task  of  the  minister  is  to  teach  and 
train  his  people  so  they  will  preach 
the  gospel." 

Quakers  Urge  Hands-off  Policy 
in  China 

Urging  a  hands-off  policy  in  China, 
the  executive  board  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  declared 
here  that  "further  intervention  will 
result  in  the  hardening  of  Chinese 
resentment  against  America  and  the 
strengthening  of  Sino-Russian  ties." 

The  Quakers'  stand  was  presented 
in  a  open  letter  to  President  Truman, 
which  also  commended  the  chief 
executive  on  his  decision  to  provide 
no  further  aid  to  Chinese  Nationalist 
forces  on  Formosa. 


Childcrafi.  Edited  by  J.  Morris 
Jones.  Field  Enterprises,  Inc.  14 
volumes,  1949. 

This  completely  revised  set  of 
books  for  parents  and  teachers  offers 
comprehensive  materials  and  help 
for  the  development  and  growth  of 
young  children.  The  first  six  vol- 
umes contain  graded  stories  and 
poetry  beautifully  illustrated  in 
color.  The  volume  on  Creative  Play 
and  Activities  will  be  unusually 
helpful  to  the  mother  of  active  chil- 
dren. Special  volumes  on  Music  and 
Art  and  Science  and  Industry  are 
effectively  executed  and  will  appeal 
to  the  child  and  the  grownup  as 
well.  The  four  Parent  Guidance  vol- 
umes offer  solution  to  the  many 
present-day  problems  related  to 
rearing  and  guiding  children  to 
wholesome,  balanced  adult  life.  The 
books  are  beautiful  in  every  detail, 
the  material  organized  and  easily 
accessible.  Hundreds  of  specialists 
in  their  fields  have  helped  create 
this  needed  and  helpful  aid  to  par- 
ents and  children.  A  monthly  serv- 
ice of  bulletins  and  answers  to 
special  questions  adds  much  to  the 
value  of  this  library  of  information. 
— Kathren  Holsopple.  (Note:  This 
is  only  one  of  many  excellent  sets  of 


children's  books.  For  information  on 
others  write  to  the  Home  and  Family 
Life  Department,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.) 

The  Art  of  Board  Membership. 
Roy  Sorenson.  Association  Press, 
1950.    $2.00. 

Mr.  Sorenson  has  made  a  long  and 
intensive  study  of  boards  and  their 
methods  of  working  in  many  differ- 
ent sizes  and  types  of  organization. 
He  discusses  in  simple  language 
among  other  things  the  functions 
and  duties  of  a  board,  the  method 
of  effective  board  organization,  the 
role  of  the  chairman  and  the  execu- 
tive, the  prerogatives  and  conduct 
of  board  members  outside  of  meet- 
ings, and  the  place  of  the  standing 
committees  and  board  structure. 
Any  thoughtful  person  knows  that 
clear-cut  organization  procedure  is 
essential  for  the  most  effective  oper- 
ation of  a  church  or  any  other 
organization.  The  Art  of  Board 
Membership  would  be  particularly 
useful  to  people  serving  on  general, 
regional,  district  and  local  boards. 
Likewise,  staff  people,  including 
pastors,  find  helpful  suggestions. — 
Raymond  R.  Peters. 
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Women  Ministers  Set  Records         Readers   Write 


Six  women  are  serving  as  minis- 
ters in  the  Norfolk  district  of  the 
Nebraska  Methodist  Conference,  it 
was  announced  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Jack- 
man,  district  superintendent.  He 
said  the  figure  constituted  a  record 
for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
of  the  church,  which  includes  all  the 
states  between  here  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

Dr.  Jackman  said  the  six  women 
were  establishing  records  as  minis- 
ters which  men  in  the  area  find  diffi- 
cult to  equal. 

Miss  Mertie  W.  Clute  of  Winside 
has  been  a  minister  for  twenty-five 
years,  the  longest  period  that  any 
woman  has  served  in  the  Nebraska 
Conference  and  one  of  the  longest 
tenure  records  in  the  annals  of  Meth- 
odism. 

The  other  women  ministers  are 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Dillon  of  Ponca;  Miss 
Marjorie  Johnson  of  Spencer  and 
Bristow;  Miss  Elsie  Danskin  of  Pen- 
der; Mrs.  Virginia  Myers  of  Dakota 
City  and  Homer;  and  Mrs.  Ethel 
McAninch,  Cedar  Rapids. 

Reports  Trend  Toward  Better 
Race  Relations 

A  "definite  trend"  toward  better 
race  relations  in  the  United  States 
since  the  end  of  the  war  was  re- 
ported by  a  widely-known  Negro 
leader  at  an  Institute  on  Intergroup 
Relations. 

John  C.  Dancy,  director  of  the 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Urban  League,  added, 
however,  that  "we  still  have  far  to 
go  to  achieve  racial  harmony." 

He  told  the  institute,  sponsored 
by  the  National  Conference  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews,  that  prejudice  was 
un-American.  "We  cannot  make  de- 
mocracy work  as  a  nation  unless 
we  are  willing  to  practice  it  as  in- 
dividuals," he  said. 

Dancy  said  President  Truman's 
civil  rights  program  must  be  ac- 
cepted. "Unless  it  is,"  he  added, 
"our  nation  will  never  be  completely 
respected  by  other  nations." 

One  institute  session  was  devoted 
to  discussion  of  a  program  for  fight- 
ing intolerance  in  towns  and  rural 
areas. 

Willard  Johnson  of  New  York,  na- 
tional program  director  for  the  Na- 
tional Conference,  said  that  the  polls 
"have  been  a  surprise  to  many  peo- 
ple on  this  subject,"  and  pointed 
out  "they  show  that  intolerance  is 
greater  out  in  the  countryside  than 
in  larger  cities." 

Dr.    Joseph    Gittler,    professor    of 
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Recently  in  Kingdom  Gleanings  of  Dec. 
31  there  were  sentences  by  Lord  Boyd  Orr. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
granted  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  last  year.  I 
suppose  you  know  he  is  considered  a  Com- 
munist in  Europe.  Granted  he  is  a  strong 
leader,  which  is  quite  characteristic  of 
Communists.  Personally  I  feel  we  need  to 
do  much  sifting  as  we  read  his  writings.  To 
give  you  a  little  background  for  some  of 
my  decisions: 

I  was  at  a  meeting  where  Lord  Boyd 
Orr  addressed  ministers,  professors,  and  re- 
search people.  His  general  theme  was  all 
praising  and  approving  the  agricultural 
methods  of  Poland.  He  frequently  com- 
mended Poland  as  being  on  the  right  track. 

From  my  two  years  in  Poland,  I  know 
how  the  government  controls  all  produc- 
tion and  distribution  and  that  people  be- 
longing to  the  party  receive  the  best  of  all 
things.— Opal  D.  Stech,  W.  Lafayette,  Ind. 
•    *    •    • 

I  read  with  sympathy  in  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger of  March  25  the  article  written  in 
the  Family  Counselor  section  signed  A 
Desperate  Mother.  She  is  not  the  only 
one  concerned  about  the  drink  evil. 

There  are  scarcely  any  of  us  left  any 
more  but  who  have  some  close  friend  or 
relative  who  is  addicted  to  the  drink  habit. 
It  is  not  enough  for  the  people  to  be 
against  the  liquor  traffic;  they  should  stop 
voting  for  public  officials  knowing  that  if 
they  are  elected  they  will  grant  the  green 
light  to  the  liquor  traffic. 

There  is  a  God-fearing  political  party 
which  is  deserving  and  is  asking  for  our 
votes  and  if  elected,  will  set  up  a  red 
light     against     the     liquor     traffic. — Mart 

Sheaffer,  Adel,  Iowa. 

*  *       *       * 

How  we  are  enjoying  the  Messenger 
these  winter  days!  May  God  bless  you  and 
the  publications  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
for  his  glory.— J.  E.  Cupp,  Molalla,  Oregon. 

*  *      *      * 

Just  wanted  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  Messenger.  It  seems  to  me  it  never 
has  been  so  full  of  good  things.  The 
Around  the  World  and  the  editorials  are 
so  interesting  and  thought  provoking,  and 
there  are  such  good  articles  also.  I  am 
wondering  if  a  call  couldn't  be  sent  out 
through  the  Messenger  for  accounts  of 
answered  prayer  (names  being  withheld). 
It  would  strengthen  faith,  and  much  pray- 
ing as  well  as  work  must  be  done  with 
confidence  if  this  nation  is  to  survive. — 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Admister,  Paradise,  Calif. 


The  church  as  a  whole  is  doing  a  won- 
derful job  in  sharing  its  material  wealth 
with  others  and  I  know  that  God  is 
well  pleased  with  it.  Yet  I  am  wondering 
if  Jesus  would  not  say,  "This  ye  ought 
to  have  done,  but  not  to  have  left  the 
other  undone."  Remember  Jesus  told  the 
rich  young  man  to  "go  sell  what  thou 
hast  and  give  to  the  poor.  Then  come, 
take  up  your  cross  and  follow  me."  I 
think  the  difference  between  the  young 
man  and  the  church  today  is  the  young 
man  kept  all  the  commandments  but 
didn't  share  his  wealth  with  others;  the 
church  shares  with  others  but  neglects 
the  commandments.  Remember  Jesus 
said,  "If  you  love  me,  you  will  keep 
my  commandments."  So  we  cannot  neg- 
lect either  one  and  expect  the  full  ap- 
proval of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God.  And 
it  has  always  been  a  question  in  my 
mind  how  anyone  who  reads  the  Word 
of  God  can  understand  it  any  other  way. 
It  is  the  easiest  book  to  understand  that 
I  have  read.  Jesus  said  that  it  is  so 
plain   that  none   need  err   in   reading  it. 

So,  Brethren,  let  us  cast  aside  every 
sin  and  confusion  and  read  the  plain 
Word  of  God  for  it  is  a  guide  to  health, 
wealth,  happiness  and  to  heaven. — W.  E. 
Burroughs,  Independence,  Kansas. 
*    *    *    * 

Several  years  ago  a  group  of  blind  men 
got  together  to  take  counsel  against  God. 
One  said,  "Our  God  is  not  treating  us  right. 
He  is  not  sending  us  the  kind  of  preachers 
we  want." 

"No,"  said  another,  "he  doesn't  send  us 
the  best  of  preachers.  He  will  just  call  upon 
any  kind  of  man,  and  we  want  dignified, 
educated  men." 

Another  said,  "Let  us  make  our  own 
preachers.  We  will  build  our  own  colleges, 
and  pick  our  own  men  and  educate  them 
and  teach  them  how  to  preach  to  us."  And 
that  is  what  they  did. 

Up  in  heaven  there  were  two  who  looked 
on.  Said  the  Father  to  the  Son,  "See  what 
those  men  are  doing  down  yonder?  They 
are  denying  our  power;  they  are  going 
to  heap  together  teachers  having  itching 
ears  so  it  will  not  be  long  until  all  the 
good  old  men  we  called  and  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  die  and  they  will 
have  only  their  man-made  preachers.  We 
will  just  leave  them  to  their  own  devices." 
And  that  is  what  they  did. 

And  that  is  why  the  Brethren  people  do 
not  have  any  good  preachers  today. — Mrs. 
A.  J.  Ward,  Marion,  Va. 
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sociology  at  Iowa  State  College,  de- 
clared that  "the  most  widespread 
and  difficult  types  of  prejudice  to 
conquer  are  personal  prejudices 
sheltered  within  individuals  rather 
than  those  openly  manifested  by  in- 
stitutions or  groups." 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Hendry  of  the 
School  of  Social  Work,  Toronto,  said 
young  people  had  made  the  most 
progress  in  subduing  prejudice,  "in 
spite  of  the  caution  and  complacency 
of  adults,  who  sometimes  are  bar- 
riers." 

Religious   Commission  to   Draft 
World  Peace  Plan 

A  permanent  commission  to  for- 
mulate a  plan  for  effective  justice 
and  world  peace  was  authorized  by 
the  World  Alliance  for  International 


Friendship  Through  Religion. 

Initiation  of  the  commission,  with 
members  of  "world  leadership,"  was 
asked  in  a  resolution  by  a  special 
commission  concerned  with  the  place 
of  religion  in  the  world  situation. 

Two  other  resolutions  submitted 
by  the  special  commission  also  were 
adopted.  They  proposed  that  all  re- 
ligious forces  in  America  use  all  pow- 
er possible  to  support  the  United 
Nations  and  that  each  religious  de- 
nomination put  more  emphasis  upon 
educating  its  members  to  appreciate 
the  religious  teachings  of  other 
groups. 

Another  commission  urged  the 
strengthening  of  the  United  Nations. 
It  asked  the  UN  to  meet  its  obliga- 
tions squarely  under  the  charter 
and  interpret  charter  provisions 
strongly;  the  addition  of  new  bodies 


to  the  UN,  such  as  economic  com- 
missions for  countries  not  so  repre- 
sented, and  the  admission  of  all  na- 
tions that  are  qualified  as  members. 

Employers  Must  Lead  in  Christian 
Social  Order 

Christian  employers  have  the  re- 
sponsibility of  taking  the  lead  in 
inaugurating  plans  for  a  Christian 
social  order,  Archbishop  Maurice 
Roy,  of  Quebec,  told  a  group  of  300 
industrialists  meeting  in  Quebec, 
Canada. 

The  employer,  he  said,  because  he 
has  a  better  over-all  view  of  social 
problems,  should,  more  than  the 
worker,  be  concerned  to  achieve  or- 
der in  social  life. 

"If  there  is  any  field  in  which  it 
is  not  sufficient  merely  to  have  good 
intentions,  this  is  it,"  the  archbishop 
added.  He  appealed  to  employers 
to  study  the  social  doctrine  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  to  ac- 
cept, as  a  whole,  the  teachings  of  the 
pope  on  the  subject. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Callahan- Graham. — Ivan  Callahan  of 
Dysart,  Iowa,  and  Donna  Graham  of  Ot- 
tumwa,  Iowa,  in  the  Ottumwa  church, 
March  25,  1950,  by  C.  A.  Albin  — Mrs.  Paul 
Ruby,   Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Curry-NeH. — A.      Stauffer      Curry      and 


Eleanor  Neff  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
Washington  City  church  parsonage,  D.  C, 
May  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Dr.  O.  G.  Robinson  of  the  Calvary 
Methodist  church.— DeWitt  L.  Miller, 
Washington,   D.   C. 

Fineman-King—  Edward  S.  Fineman  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Bertha  Eloise  King 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  May  14,  1950,  in  the 
First  church,  Springfield,  Ohio,  by  the 
undersigned.— Lester  E.  Fike,  Springfield, 
Ohio. 

Heisler-Strohm. — Allen  Heister  of  Beth- 
el, Pa.,  and  Daisyanna  Strohm  of  Myers- 
town,  Pa.,  in  the  Myerstown  church,  May 
13,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Berkey 
Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Jones-Cook. — Nevin  G.  Jones  of  Han- 
over, Pa.,  and  LaRue  M.  Cook  of  West- 
minster, Md.,  May  6,  1950,  in  the 
Westminster  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Harold  Z.  Bomberger,   Westminster,  Md. 

Mason-Dealon. — Paul  Mason  and  Esther 
Deaton,  in  the  bride's  home,  May  13,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — William  Deaton, 
Camden,  Ohio. 

Ogden-Hartless. — Edward  D.  Ogden  and 
Elizabeth  L.  Hartless,  April  19,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — John  F. 
Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Prewell-Jamison. — L.  V.  Prewett  II  of 
Beloit,  Kansas,  and  Myrna  Lee  Jamison 
of  Quinter,  Kansas,  in  the  bride's  home, 
April  27,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Wil- 
burn  Lewallen,  Quinter,  Kansas. 

Riddle-Buckheil.— Donald  S.  Riddle  of 
Reisterstown,  Md.,  and  Helen  Louise  Buck- 
heit  of  Garrison,  Md.,  April  16,  1950,  in 
the  Roop  Memorial  church,  Reisterstown, 
by  the  undersigned. — William  E.  Roop, 
Westminster,  Md. 

Snader-Ingels. — Robert  G.  Snader  and 
Edith  L.  Ingels  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  in  the 
Hagerstown  church,  Md.,  May  13,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned.— George  L.  Detweiler, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Snyder-Paul. — Darrell  D.  Snyder  of 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  Ruth  Estellene 
Paul,  May  21,  1950,  in  the  Loon  Creek 
church,  Ind.,  by  Bro,  Herbert  Dilling  and 


Our  wills  are  ours,  we  know  not  how; 
Our  wills   are   ours,  to  make  them  thine. 


"  0ur  Ulills 
fire-  Ours 


w 


Form  of  Bequest 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board — 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, with  its  principal  office 
at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  as- 
signs,   forever,    the    sum    of 

dollars 

($ )   to  be  used  for 

the  purpose  of  the  said  Board 
as  specified  in  its  charter." 

The  testator  may  specify  a  par- 
ticular area  of  Brotherhood  work  if 
desired  such  as  Brethren  Service, 
missions,  Christian  education,  minis- 
terial and  missionary  pension  fund 
or  for  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will 
may  be  properly  made. 

For  information  regarding  annui- 
ties and  special  gifts,  correspond 
with  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Dept.  HSM,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
IU. 

"Our  Wills  Are  Ours"  is  suggested 
in  the  hymn,  Strong  Son  of  God, 
Immortal  Love,  by  Alfred  Tennyson. 


the      undersigned. — Garland      B.      Borden, 
Huntington,  Ind. 

Wolf-Robinson.  —  Edgar  E.  Wolf  of 
Marysville,  Pa.,  and  Louise  F.  Robinson  of 
Blain,  Pa.,  May  13,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Glenn  L.  Gingrich, 
Blain,  Pa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Baker,  Julia  Florence,  daughter  of  David 
and  Eliza  Bowser,  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son  in  Harmony,  Md.,  May  21,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  four  sons,  several 
grandchildren  and  one  sister.  She  was  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  her  husband,  one  daugh- 
ter and  one  son.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  the  Harmony  church,  where  she 
held  her  membership,  by  the  writer  and  C. 
Basil  Grossnickle.  Burial  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery adjoining  the  church. — S.  D.  Lindsay, 
Hagerstown,  Md. 

Benner,  Alta  Studer,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Leannah  Swartz  Studer,  was  born  in 
Baughman  Township,  Ohio,  Nov.  12,  1894, 
and  died  May  3,  1950.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ed  Benner  on  June  1,  1927. 
She  and  her  husband  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  East  Chippewa 
on  Aug.  16,  1948.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  East 
Chippewa  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  D. 
R.  McFadden,  assisted  by  Rev.  Wells  of 
Massillon.  Burial  was  in  the  church  ceme- 
tery.— Sarah    Blough,    Orrville,    Ohio. 

Biliinger,  Cora  Ruth,  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Sophia  Rudolph  Fike  and  widow  of 
John  M.  Bittinger,  was  born  Sept.  2,  1881, 
and  died  April  20,  1950.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  youth. 
She  was  a  Sunday-school  teacher  and  held 
other  offices  in  the  church.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  seven  grandchil- 
dren, two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  She 
also  raised  several  foster  children.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Maple  Spring 
church  by  Elder  Daniel  B.  Spaid  of  Eglon, 
W.  Va.,  assisted  by  Elder  Emra  T.  Fike 
of  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va.  Interment  was  in 
the  Maple  Spring  cemetery. — Mrs.  Wilma 
Waybright,  Oakland,  Md. 

Crim.  Louella  Zoe,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Susan  Swank,  was  born  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  April  29,  1879,  and  died  at 
the  Piqua  Memorial  hospital  in  Piqua, 
Ohio,  March  18,  1950.  She  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years.  On  Aug.  16,  1910,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Charlie  Crim,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  were  born.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband  and  three  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  a  missionary  in 
China. — Kenneth  Crim,  Wapakoneta,  Ohio. 

Fisher,  Thomas  M.,  son  of  Harvey  and 
Arrah  Fisher,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1869,  and 
died  April  26,  1950.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Nellie  J.  Rarick,  who  preceded 
him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  He  accepted 
Christ  early  in  life  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Union  Grove  church,  where  funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  pastor  and  Bro. 
V.  B.  Browning.  Interment  was  in  the 
Union  cemetery. — Ernest  Detrick,  Muncie, 
Ind. 

Garber,  James  William,  was  born  Nov.  6, 
1873,  and  died  March  19,  1950,  at  his  home 
in  Staunton,  Va.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mamie  Kennedy  Garber,  one  sister 
and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Middle  River 
church  by  Bro.  Floyd  Mitchell,  assisted  by 
Bro.  F.  Y.  Garber  and  Rev.  R.  O.  Hipes. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Mrs.   Raymond  Moore,  Ft.   Defiance,  Va. 

Gibble,  Sarah  D.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Dohner  Breidenstine,  was  born 
Aug.  13,  1875,  and  died  April  7,  1950,  at 
her  home  in  Myerstown,  Pa.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Midway  church. 
On  May  12,  1894,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Meyer  J.  Gibble.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  three  sons,  two  daughters. 
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twenty  grandchildren,  twenty  great-grand- 
children, two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Midway 
church  by  the  home  ministers.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs:  How- 
ard P.  Risser,  Quentin,  Pa. 

Green,  Clarence,  died  May  8,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
several  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
six  daughters,  two  sons,  seven  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Frostburg  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum 
of  the  Living  Stone  church  in  Cumber- 
land, Md.  Interment  was  in  the  Frostburg 
Memorial  park. — O.  F.  Bowman,  Frostburg, 
Md. 

Heisey,  Solomon,  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1873,  and  died  May  2,  1950.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Midway  church.  He 
was  married  to  Leah  Kreider.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  twenty-five  grandchildren  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Midway  church  by  the  home  ministers. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Howard  P.  Risser,  Quentin,  Pa. 

King,  Sarah  C,  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  Ruthrauff  Hartman,  was  born 
Aug.  7,  1876,  at  Cearfoss,  Md.,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  May  11, 
1950.  In  1899  she  was  married  to  Herman 
King,  who  preceded  her  in  death  four- 
teen years  ago.  In  1914  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived 
by  four  sons,  three  daughters  and  five  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Waynesboro  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
George  L.  Detweiler.  Interment  was  in 
the  Price  church  graveyard. — Sudie  M. 
Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Kline,  Emma,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Eliza  Loose,  was  born  April  5,  1856,  in 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  died  May  17,  1950, 
at  the  Brethren  home  in  Neffsville,  Pa. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank  S. 
Kline,  who  preceded  her  in  death  many 
years  ago.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  She  is  survived  by 
one  son,  six  grandchildren  and  nine  great- 
grandchildren. She  was  blind  for  about 
eight  years.  Early  in  married  life  she  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  for  many  years  she  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Maiden  Creek 
church  by  David  H.  Markey  and  Henry  H. 
Reber.  Interment  was  in  the  Viewpoint 
cemetery  near  Centreport,  Pa. — Henry  H. 
Reber,  Centreport,  Pa. 

Morphew,  Wesley  Aaron,  son  of  Alvah 
and  Carol  Spear  Morphew,  was  born  Feb. 
6,  1941,  and  died  May  13,  1950.  He  was  a 
regular  Sunday-school  and  church  attend- 
ant. He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  one 
sister  and  three  grandparents.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Cedar  church  by 
Elders  U.  J.  Fike  and  Paul  E.  Wingerd.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Tipton  cemetery. — U.  J. 
Fike,  Clarence,  Iowa. 

Rankin,  Charles,  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  March  28,  1880,  and  died 
Feb.  9,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Piedmont,  Va. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  sisters 
and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Middle  River  church  by  Bro. 
Floyd  Mitchell.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery.  —  Mrs.  Raymond 
Moore,  Ft.  Defiance,  Va. 

Shockey,  Welty,  was  born  at  Ringgold, 
Md.,  and  died  May  1,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Welty  church  for  the  past  thirty-four 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three 
sons,  one  daughter  and  five  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Union 
church  in  Ringgold,  Md.,  by  Bro.  J.  I. 
Thomas.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Esther  V.  McCormick,  High- 
field,  Md. 

Simmons,  Sarah  Margaret,  died  May  22, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
early  in  life.  She  is  survived  by  seven 
children,  five  sisters,  two  brothers,  twelve 
grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren. 


Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
Methodist  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Frank  Ritz  of  the  Augusta 
Christian  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  by  the  church.— O.  F.  Bowman, 
Frostburg,  Md. 

Spiggle,  Arthur  Lee,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Sarah  Rinker  Spiggle,  was  born  at  Edin- 
burg,  Va.,  June  17,  1914,  and  drowned 
March  4,  1950  in  Stony  Creek,  near  the 
home  of  his  sister,  where  he  had  made 
his  home  for  the  past  year.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Wakeman's  Grove  church 
for  about  twenty  years.  He  is  survived 
by  one  brother  and  four  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Dellinger  chapel 
by  Bro.  Lawrence  Helsley.  Interment  was 
in  the  Zion  Lutheran  cemetery  east  of 
Edinburg. — Mrs.  Ida  Barrick,  Edinburg, 
Va. 

Staffer,  Walter  G.,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Amanda  Dice  Stoffer,  was  born  May  13, 
1872,  near  Homeworth,  Ohio,  and  died  May 
14,  1950,  in  the  City  hospital,  Alliance, 
Ohio.  On  Oct.  12,  1893,  he  was  married  to 
Odessa  Weaver,  who  preceded  him  in 
death  in  October  1943.  He  united  with  the 
Reading  church  on  Dec.  18,  1893.  He 
served  as  a  deacon  for  forty-eight  years 
and  as  a  Sunday-school  teacher  for  many 
years.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  four 
daughters,  ten  grandchildren,  eight  great- 
grandchildren, one  brother  and  two  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Reading 
church  by  his  pastor,  Elder  G.  S.  Straus- 
baugh,  assisted  by  Rev.  Williams  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  Rev.  Holmes  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Mt.  Union  Memorial  cemetery. — Mrs.  G.  S. 
Strausbaugh,   Columbiana,   Ohio. 

Sirickler,  David  M.,  was  born  March  23, 
1865,  and  died  at  his  home  near  Martins- 
ville, Pa.,  March  16,  1950.  Funeral  services 
were  held  from  the  Oleweiler  funeral 
home  in  Red  Lion,  Pa.,  by  Elder  S.  C. 
Godfrey.  Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
cemetery. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallastown, 
Pa. 

Tutcher,  Thomas  M.,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Annette  Beaman  Tutcher,  was  born  in 
Douglas  County,  Kansas,  June  5,  1867,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Osage  County,  Kansas, 
May  19,  1950.  He  was  married  fifty-six 
years  ago  to  Eva  Barnhart,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  daughters  and  one 
son.  Two  daughters  preceded  him  in 
death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
son,  one  daughter,  two  grandsons,  one 
great-grandson  and  three  brothers.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Appanoose 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Floyd  L.  Jarboe.  Burial  was  in  the 
Appanoose  cemetery. — J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa, 
Kansas. 
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District  of  Columbia 
Washington. — Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  relief 
administrator  in  Europe,  spoke  at  a  recent 
morning  service.  Our  pastor  brought  us 
a  series  of  sermons  on  Deepening  the  De- 
votional Life.  Wilbur  Mullen,  who  spent 
several  years  in  Europe  as  a  relief  worker, 
spoke  to  our  group.  The  senior  choir  pre- 
sented a  special  musical  service  featuring 
our  favorite  hymns.  A  youth  rally  and 
banquet  were  held,  with  Bro.  Carl  Myers, 
assistant  minister  of  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  as  the  speaker.  During  Lent 
our  pastor  delivered  a  series  of  sermons 
on  Voices  at  Calvary.  A  Lenten  dinner 
was  held  with  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler,  pas- 
tor of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  as  the  speaker. 
Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  Bro.  Jacob  F.  Rep- 
logle,  Dr.  Orris  Robinson  and  Dr.  Clarence 
Crawford  participated  in  our  Thursday 
evening  devotional  services  during  Lent. 
On  March  30  a  foodless  banquet  was  held. 
On  March  5  Bro.  John  Kneisly  had  a  dis- 
cussion for  our  young  people  on  Facts 
About  Race,  and  on  March  26  Rev.  Fred- 
erick W.  Smith,  superintendent  of  the 
Temperance  League  of  Maryland,  spoke 
to  them.  Bro.  Joseph  Click,  our  assistant 
pastor,  delivered  a  series  of  sermons  dur- 
ing Holy  Week.  Good  Friday  services 
were  held  with  several  neighboring  minis- 


ters participating.  Since  our  last  report, 
twenty-three  persons  have  been  received 
by  letter,  seventeen  baptized  and  twelve 
babies  have  been  dedicated. — Mrs.  Carl  L. 
Williams,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Florida 

Jacksonville. — The  church  at  Jackson- 
ville was  much  strengthened  by  a  two 
weeks'  revival  conducted  early  in  March 
by  Bro.  Fidler  of  Ohio,  who  spends  the 
winters  at  Sebring.  The  Bridgewater  Cler- 
icus  chorus  presented  a  concert  on  April 
7.  Several  of  our  neighbors  attended  the 
concert.  The  ladies'  aid  is  doing  good 
work,  both  in  sewing  and  quilting  and  in 
making  contacts  with  the  neighboring  la- 
dies. Sister  Arnold,  who  broke  her  arm 
some  weeks  ago,  is  well  on  the  way  to 
recovery.  We  enjoyed  having  Bro.  Robert 
Ulrich  of  Ohio  spend  the  winter  in  Jack- 
sonville. Norman  McLean,  who  was  li- 
censed to  preach  recently,  and  who  is 
attending  school  at  Toccoa  Falls,  Ga., 
preached  for  us  while  he  was  home  for 
his  Easter  vacation.  We  will  be  glad  if 
anyone  knowing  of  members  living  in  or 
near  Jacksonville  will  send  us  their  ad- 
dress. We  welcome  any  visitors  who  come 
south  for  the  winter  to  worship  with  us. 
■ — S.   Ira   Arnold,   Jacksonville,   Fla. 

Illinois 

Cherry  Grove. — We  met  in  our  council 
meeting  on  March  10  and  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  Sunday-school  classes  took  place  on 
March  12.  A  group  of  our  people  went  up 
to  the  Yellow  Creek  church  on  the  eve- 
ning of  April  4  to  attend  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices. Our  ladies'  aid,  which  has  been 
meeting  regularly  this  winter  and  spring, 
tied  several  comforters  for  relief.  A  sun- 
rise service  was  held  on  Easter  morning. 
Our  attendance  has  been  good.  Our  com- 
munion will  be  held  on  June  4. — Pearl 
Puterbaugh,  Lanark,  111. 

Oak  Grove. — One  Sunday  evening  Bro. 
William  Eicher  led  us  in  a  hymn  sing. 
Pre-Easter  services  were  held  on  April  6 
and  7  and  our  love  feast  was  held  on 
Easter  evening.  During  the  past  seven 
months  Brother  and  Sister  Eicher  of  Beth- 
any came  each  week  end  for  their  pastoral 
duties  and  on  April  16  closed  their  work 
here.  Bro.  M.  A.  Whisler  has  again  taken 
up  the  pastorate.  All-day  services  were 
held  on  April  16  with  council  meeting  in 
the  afternoon.  Church  officers  were 
elected.  Bro.  Whisler  was  retained  as 
elder.  Our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference 
is  Sister  Alberta  Christ  and  our  delegate 
to  district  meeting  is  Sister  Juanita  Whis- 
ler. A  word  of  farewell  and  Godspeed  was 
then  given  to  Brother  and  Sister  Eicher 
as  they  go  to  their  new  field  of  service. 
We  are  having  a  study  of  the  Book  of 
Revelation  conducted  by  Sister  Whisler 
each  Sunday  evening. — Mrs.  Melvin  Christ, 
Lowpoint,  111. 

Indiana 
Anderson. — The  church  in  council  called 
Elder  Elden  M.  Petry  to  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  for  another  period  of  three 
years.  The  trustees,  ministerial  board  and 
Sunday-school  board  members  have  been 
instructed  to  make  plans  for  expanding  the 
Sunday-school  facilities.  Our  delegates  to 
Annual  Conference  are  Elden  M.  Petry  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dietzen.  Our  regular  fam- 
ily night  was  held  recently  at  the  church 
with  Bro.  Edward  Angeny,  pastor  of  the 
Muncie  church,  as  the  guest  speaker.  Two 
classes  are  meeting  for  a  weekday  school 
of  religious  instruction  in  our  church  par- 
lors. The  young  adults  of  the  church,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  the  pastor,  meet  once 
a  week  for  a  Bible  study  class.  The  local 
church  participated  in  Good  Friday  serv- 
ices with  six  other  churches  located  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  city.  On  Easter 
there  were  sunrise  services,  followed  by 
breakfast  in  the  church  dining  hall.  In  the 
afternoon  open  house  was  held  in  the 
church  parlors  for  Brother  and  Sister  J.  S. 
Alldredge,  who  were  observing  their  six- 
tieth wedding  anniversary.  During  the 
evening  service  the  sanctuary  choir  pre- 
sented the  cantata,  Eastertide.  Spring  re- 
vival meetings  were  held  beginning  April 
26,  with  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio, 


as  the  evangelist.  Interest  in  personal 
evangelism  is  being  emphasized  in  the 
next  few  weeks  as  an  outgrowth  of  a  city- 
wide  religious  survey  in  which  our  church 
participated.  The  Homebuilders  organiza- 
tion has  planned  its  annual  week  of  activ- 
ities preceding  Mother's  Day  with  a 
family  night,  a  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet and  a  tea  sponsored  by  the  Ruth  Lil- 
lian Mothers'  club  of  the  church. — Mrs. 
Mildred  M.  Heagy,  Anderson,  Ind. 

Antioch. — We  celebrated  the  beginning 
of  family  week  in  an  unusual  way.  On 
May  7  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Hilbert  invited 
the  members  of  the  church  to  their  home. 
About  forty-five  were  present.  The  day 
was  spent  in  fellowship  and  discussion.  In 
the  evening  a  number  went  to  the  White 
Branch  church,  where  Paul  Vice  preached. 
Mrs.  Pearl  Stoner  entertained  the  Antioch 
aid  society  at  her  home  recently.  The  day 
was  spent  in  fellowship  and  in  embroider- 
ing and  making  comforter  blocks.  At  noon 
some  of  the  men  joined  the  women.  About 
thirty-five  were  present  for  the  day. — Mrs. 
Pearl  Starner,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Dale. — We  met  for  our  regular 
council  meeting  with  our  elder,  E.  Paul 
Weaver,  presiding.  We  are  having  an  in- 
creasing attendance  and  interest  at  Sun- 
day school  and  church.  We  held  a  dedica- 
tory service  for  our  new  organ  on  March 
12.  Musical  numbers  were  rendered  by 
various  Sunday-school  classes.  Brother 
and  Sister  Russell  presented  some  palms  to 
the  church.  The  men's  work  recently  sent 
four  heifers  to  Europe  and  also  grain  for 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  The  sis- 
ters' aid  meets  regularly  once  a  month. 
They  are  sewing  for  relief  and  quilting. 
We  had  as  the  special  guest  at  our  aid 
meeting  Sister  Nettie  Senger,   who  spoke 


about  her  work  in  China.  Sister  Victoria 
Stoneburner  was  chosen  as  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.  On  May  10  family 
night  services  were  held  at  our  church. 
A  group  of  our  ladies  journeyed  to  the 
Hickory  Grove  church  recently  for  the 
ladies'  aid  spring  meeting. — Mrs.  Charles 
Liby,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Union  Grove. — Bro.  J.  J.  Johnson  of 
Monticello  was  our  pre-Easter  evangelist. 
Eight  persons  were  baptized  on  Palm  Sun- 
day. The  new  baptistry,  recently  installed, 
was  used  for  the  first  time.  Bro.  L.  S. 
Shively  officiated  at  our  spring  commun- 
ion. A  Manchester  College  deputation 
team  had  charge  of  the  morning  service  on 
April  23.  Sixteen  persons  from  our  Sun- 
day school  attended  the  young  people's 
area  conference  at  Anderson  in  April. 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Shultz  of  North  Manchester  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  on  May  10.  The  men 
served  the  meal.  The  recent  intra-class 
contest  increased  both  the  attendance  and 
the  interest  in  our  Sunday  school. — Lula 
R.  Tinkle,   Albany,  Ind. 

West  Eel  River. — We  met  in  council  on 
March  18  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Leonard 
Custer,  presiding.  Our  pastors,  Brother 
and  Sister  Jack  Kline,  have  resigned  to 
go  to  Bethany  in  August.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Kline  were  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
April  16  by  Brethren  H.  L.  Hartsough  and 
A.  F.  Morris.  Our  new  pastors  will  be 
Brother  and  Sister  Custer.  Bro.  Kline  will 
be  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. 
Our  revival  will  be  held  in  November  by 
Sister  Goldie  Killion.  Plans  are  being 
made  to  join  with  the  township  for  a 
union  Bible  school  again  this  year.  Our 
aid  society  meets  once  a  month  to  quilt 
and     do     ready-cut     relief     sewing.      Our 
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Twelve-year-old  red-haired  Anna  Elizabeth  Landis  was  the  oldest 
of  a  large  family  of  children  in  a  Brethren  home  in  Pennsylvania 
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English-speaking  people  and  broadened  her  outlook  on  life. 
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aid  was  host  to  ten  other  neighboring 
churches  in  a  women's  sectional  meeting 
on  April  27.  Our'junior  aid  is  also  sewing 
for  relief.  They  will  entertain  the  mothers 
at  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet  held 
May  5.  We  held  a  baby  dedication  service 
on  Mother's  Day.  We  have  a  new  sign- 
board for  the  church  so  Brethren  people 
who  are  on  vacation  may  stop  to  worship 
with  us. — Mrs.  Hurl  Helser,  North  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids. — Our  pastor  has  made  306 
calls  during  the.  last  three  months.  A 
week  of  visitation  evangelism  was  held  by 
the  laity.  A  church  directory  was  issued 
this  year.  We  are  getting  a  leadership 
training  program  started  and  are  re-estab- 
lishing a  junior  choir.  Nineteen  persons 
have  been  received  into  the  church  re- 
cently, fourteen  by  baptism  and  five  by 
letter.  On  April  6  we  held  our  love  feast. 
The  young  people  sponsored  the  sunrise 
service  at  the  church  on  Easter  morning, 
after  which  breakfast  was  served  in  the 
basement.  A  cantata  was  presented  in  the 
evening.  The  council  of  church  women 
has  sponsored  a  drive  for  relief  clothing 
and  grease  for  soap  with  our  church  as  the 
center.  Some  of  our  women  have  been 
spending  much  time  getting  it  ready  for 
the  truck.  We  collected  946  pounds  of 
grease  and  2,068  pounds  of  clothing.  Our 
quarterly  business  meeting  was  held  re- 
cently with  our  elder,  Bro.  Hoefle,  presid- 
ing. We  elected  our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  Bro.  Brightbill  was  with  us 
May  4-6  to  conduct  a  music  festival.  We 
held  a  mother  and  son  banquet  on  the 
evening  of  May  10. — Violet  Snyder,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

Kentucky 

Flat  Creek. — Since  our  last  report  a 
nursing  clinic  has  been  opened  in  the  Mud 
Lick  community  by  the  Frontier  Nursing 
Service.  Nearly  forty  men,  women  and 
children,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  F.  C. 
Rohrer,  had  a  part  in  erecting  the  building 
and  cleaning  up  the  grounds.  The  Flat 
Creek  ladies'  aid  furnished  the  material 
and  made  curtains,  bedspread  and  other 
things  for  the  clinic  bed.  Some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Nursing  Service  were  pres- 
ent for  the  dedication  on  March  21.  The 
nurse  from  the  Flat  Creek  nursing  center 
sees  patients  at  the  new  clinic  one  day 
each  week.  Plans  are  to  have  six  vacation 
Bible  schools  again  this  year.  Half  of 
them  are  over  at  this  writing.  At  our  reg- 
ular quarterly  council  three  brethren  and 
their  wives  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  Bro.  Harlan  Sizemore  was  re- 
licensed  to  the  ministry  for  another  year. 
We  miss  Bro.  Sizemore  since  he  has  re- 
turned to  college  for  the  second  semester. 
On  April  20  and  21  Bro.  Lester  Fike  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  was  with  us  and  brought 
several  inspiring  messages.  While  Bro. 
Fike  was  with  us  Brother  and  Sister  Mon- 
roe Sizemore  were  ordained  to  the  full 
ministry  and  the  new  deacons  and  their 
wives  were  installed  for  one  year.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  Manly  H.  Deeter,  was  with  us 
for  most  of  April.  Bro.  Deeter  was  our 
delegate  to  the  Southern  Ohio  district 
meeting.  Bro.  F.  C.  Rohrer  was  chosen 
as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  A 
new  room  to  be  used  jointly  as  a  kitchen 
and  a  ladies'  aid  room  is  being  added  to 
the  Flat  Creek  house  of  worship.   We  hope 


Announcements  .  .  . 


DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

Canada,   Western — First   Irricana,    Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana — 

Pleasant  Valley,  July  13-16. 
Texas  and  Louisiana — Falfurrias,   July  20- 

23. 
Virginia,  First— Copper  Hill,  July  18-20. 
Virginia,  Southern — Bethlehem,  July  25-27. 
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the  readmg  of  Grace  Noll  Crowell's  poems  is 
a  delightful  experience.  They  offer  a  happy 
blend  of  craftsmanship,  beauty,  spirituality, 
and  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  needs  and 
aspirations  of  humanity. 

BETWEEN    ETERNITIES.    $1.00 

FACING    THE    STARS.    $1.00 

LIGHT    OF    THE    YEARS.    $1.50 

SOME    BRIGHTER    DAWN.    $1.00 

A  Crowell  book  is  an  ideal  and  acceptable  gift 
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to  have  it  completed  for  our  love  feast  the 
first  Sunday  in  July.  Since  the  Mud  Lick 
parsonage  is  filled  to  capacity  at  nearly 
all  services  held  there,  the  Sunday  school 
has  started  a  building  fund  for  a  new 
church  at  that  place.  Now  that  the  river 
is  down,  making  fording  it  possible,  Bro. 
Rohrer  has  resumed  preaching  services 
once  a  month  at  Sugar  Creek.  He  also 
preaches  once  a  month  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing at  Flat  Creek  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar evening  services.  Besides  his  regular 
pastoral  duties  at  Elisha's  Creek,  Bro. 
Monroe  Sizemore  has  accepted  the  call  to 
preach  once  a  month  at  Mud  Lick. — Ma- 
reta  Shrider,  Plank,  Ky. 

Michigan 
Detroit,  First. — We  have  been  without  a 
pastor  but  the  work  of  the  church  seems 
to  be  progressing.  Various  members  have 
taken  charge  of  the  evening  services  on 
Sunday  and  Wednesday  and  have  also  di- 
rected the  youth  group.  Bro.  Gnagey  has 
preached  one  Sunday  each  month.  We 
have  been  richly  blest  by  having  visiting 
ministers  fill  our  pulpit  on  Sunday  morn- 
ings. Rev.  Sheldon  Rahn  and  Dr.  Lenox 
of  the  Detroit  Council  of  Churches  have 
been  with  us  on  several  occasions.  We 
have  had  as  guest  speakers  Elders  Harley 
Townsend  and  Arthur  Taylor  of  the  dis- 
trict mission  board;  Bro.  Zunkel  of  Elgin; 
Bro.  H.  H.  Hostetler,  our  former  pastor; 
Rev.  Paul  Coover,  teacher  at  the  Ionia  Re- 
formatory; Bro.  H.  Hoff  and  Bro.  Galen 
Lehman  of  North  Manchester.  In  March 
Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Studebaker  spent 
several  days  in  our  midst.  Bro.  Stude- 
baker preached  on  March  19,  following 
which  a  fellowship  dinner  was  held.  We 
are  expecting  them  to  take  up  the  pastoral 
work  here  about  June  1.  Manchester 
alumni  sponsored  a  memorial  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Mote,  our  first  pastors,  who 
have  both  passed  away.  As  a  result,  $300 
was  collected  and  turned  over  to  the 
college  officials  for  this  purpose.  The 
youth  group  have  been  very  active  and 
faithful  in  their  work.  Both  the  girls'  and 
boys'  basketball  teams  finished  in  second 
place  in  the  eastside  league.  The  Easter 
dawn  breakfast  service  was  well  attended. 
The  young  people  presented  a  play  April 
28  and  29  in  a  very  capable  manner.  Nine 
persons  have  been  received  by  baptism 
and  one  by  letter.  Our  Easter  offering 
amounted  to  $440.  Our  church  is  planning 
to  be  host  to  several  student  pastors  from 
Bethany,  who  will  be  attending  a  con- 
ference here  on  church  and  war,  during 
the  week  of  May  8.  Our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  May  13. — Mrs. 
Walter  K.   Gordon,   Detroit,  Mich. 
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Ohio 

Akron,  Eastwood. — Bro.  Wilmer  A.  Pet- 
ry,  our  pastor,  has  been  delivering  study 
sermons  from  the  Book  of  Daniel  on  Sun- 
day evenings  for  the  past  several  weeks. 
Our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting  was 
held  March  3,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Brum- 
baugh, presiding.  Ruth  McLeland  and 
Ruby  Neff  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to 
Annual  Conference.  A  special  musical  pro- 
gram was  presented  in  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  March  7  by  our  men's  organiza- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  their  president, 
Bro.  McLeland.  Bro.  C.  N.  Petry  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  was  with  us  for  revival  meet- 
ings March  13-19.  One  person  is  awaiting 
baptism  and  one  was  reconsecrated.  Some 
of  the  members  of  our  young  married  peo- 
ple's class  meet  once  a  month  in  what  they 
call  cell  groups.  Each  month  they  have 
some  small  project  such  as  memorizing  the 
books  of  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  read- 
ing and  discussing  some  chapter  of  the 
Bible,  or  discussing  some  of  the  church 
doctrines.  The  project  the  adult  Sunday- 
school  class  is  working  upon  at  the  present 
is  paying  for  a  new  piano  which  it  has 
purchased  for  our  church.  We  had  our 
Easter  sunrise  service  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Brumbaugh,  as  the  guest  speaker.  This 
service  was  followed  by  breakfast  in  the 
church  basement.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  April  16. — Ruby  Neff, 
Akron,  Ohio. 

Bradford. — Mrs.  Roy  Petersime  recently 
showed  pictures  of  her  recent  trip  to 
Europe.  Our  women's  work  group  has 
been  sewing  for  relief  all  winter.  On 
March  19  we  had  family  day  with  a  pot- 
luck  supper  and  a  program.  The  women's 
work  has  been  sponsoring  a  soap  drive  for 
relief.  We  co-operated  in  the  community 
Holy  Week  services.  The  film.  King  of 
Kings,  was  shown  on  Thursday  night  of 
Holy  Week.  Our  Easter  sunrise  service 
was  held  by  Mrs.  Cosner,  and  was  followed 
by  breakfast.  The  Wilbur  Erbaugh  family 
of  our  church  is  expecting  a  DP  family 
soon.  They  have  built  them  a  home  and 
the  members  of  the  church  are  helping  to 
furnish  it.  Since  plans  for  a  proposed  ad- 
dition to  the  church  have  been  approved, 
we  are  beginning  at  once  on  this  project. 
Recorded  church  services  are  taken  to  the 
shut-ins.  We  have  received  two  new  mem- 
bers by  baptism  and  three  by  letter  and 
one  is  awaiting  the  rite.  Our  men's  work 
group  helped  with  work  at  the  Turkey 
Creek  church,  at  Camp  Sugar  Grove  and 
at  one  of  our  local  churches.  The  Circle 
class  presented  Brother  and  Sister  John 
Stover  with  a  sunshine  box  on  their  fifty- 
fourth  wedding  anniversary.  —  Margaret 
Diltz,  Bradford,  Ohio. 

Tuscarawas  (Eden). — We  have  a  75% 
Messenger  club  again  this  year.    On  April 
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9  the  Willing  Workers  and  young  people 
classes  presented  an  Easter  cantata,  Tl 
Victorious  Christ.  On  April  16  Bro.  Strau 
baugh,  our  elder,  delivered  the  mornii 
message  and  installed  Bro.  Edward  Ric! 
ards  and  Bro.  H.  H.  Leaman  and  the 
wives  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Two  ne  i 
babies  have  been  added  to  our  cradle  re 
department.  On  Easter  Brother  and  Sist 
Homer  Pheasant  from  the  Fairview  Bret! 
ren  church  in  Pennsylvania  were  wi 
us.  Our  attendance  has  decreased  becau 
of  sickness. — Mrs.  Thelma  Barkley,  Ma 
sillon,  Ohio. 

West  Nimishillen. — Our  spring  count 
was  held  March  24.  Since  our  last  counc 
the  aid  reported  making  three  quilts,  oi 
comforter  and  two  aprons.  For  relief  thi 
sewed  four  dozen  baby  gowns  and  oi 
dozen  girls'  slips;  packed  four  sacks 
clothing  for  the  relief  truck  and  purchas<fce 
one  baby  layette  and  one  dozen  knivi 
forks  and  spoons.  The  men's  work  is  spo 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  fr 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  e( 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verific 
tion  of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  c 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specifi 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethr 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
State  St.,  Elgin,  IU. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  e 
erly  man,  who  is  in  good  health  and 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  ge 
eral  duties,  around  hospital  or  old  fol! 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  buU 
ing,  light  farm  work,  etc.  References 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  1 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fa:    s 
ily  of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  fol) 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.   Woi 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.    Can  gi    ^ 
references  if   needed.    Write:    Howard 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  p: 
ductive;  grows  all  crops,  never-faili 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  roi 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church, 
room  house;  basement  barn  with 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immedii 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Wr 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Bak 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774, 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-siz 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pr 
erably  in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wai 
ington,  D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildin 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethi 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  La 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desi 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  1 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Availa 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pie 
ant  St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  449.  Wanted:  Elderly  Brethren  Is 
to  serve  as  housekeeper  for  widower 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Near  Brethren  chur 
Write:  J.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  O) 
or  phone  Hartville — 771. 

No.  450.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  or  eld 
ly  lady  to  care  for  girls,  4  and  6V2  years, 
modern  country  home  close  to  Breth: 
church,  more  for  home  than  wages.  Wr: 
Mrs.  Herman  Miller,  R.  1,  Columbia  C: 
Ind. 

No.  451.  Wanted:  Farm  home  for  s 
eral  weeks  vacation  for  big,  strong  boy 
6]/2  years.  Likes  horses  and  dogs.  Da< 
has  money  for  board.  If  anyone  has  re 
on  farm  for  one  more  boy,  write :  Kent 
Dusing,  5417  W.  Walton  St.,  2nd,  Chic 
51,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  nee 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Bre 
ren  community.  Building  available  1 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Comr 
sion,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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ing  the  program  on  the  first  night  of 
h  month  and  bringing  in  outside  talent. 
!  church  has  obtained  stainless  steel 
lmunion  bowls.  Bro.  Petry  is  now  our 
-time  pastor.  Since  our  revival  meet- 
3,  nine  persons  have  been  baptized  and 
reconsecrated. — Mrs.  Robert  Graf, 
■th  Canton,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
)hnstown,  Walnut  Grove. — As  the  result 
he  revival  services  held  by  Bro.  Rufus 
:her,  fifteen  persons  were  added  to  the 
rch  by  baptism.  Bro.  Glen  Hess  con- 
ted   a   teachers'    training   class,    which 

held  four  consecutive  Thursday  eve- 
's, beginning  March  9.  Union  Good 
lay  three-hour   services   were   held   in 

Beula  Evangelical-United  Brethren 
rch.   All  business  establishments  closed 

the  three-hour  period.  On  Easter 
ning  the  children,  directed  by  Verda 
imbling,  held  a  sunrise  service.  The 
dren  also  took  part  in  the  opening  of 
preaching  hour  and  in  the  evening  the 
It  choir  presented  the  Easter  cantata, 
ngelistic  services  were  held  March  20— 


rethren 
unday-school 


April  2  at  the  Arbutus  Park  mission,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Gehman, 
pastor  of  the  Windber  church.  Our  spring 
love  feast  was  held  on  May  7.  Charlotte 
Craun  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  was 
our  guest  speaker  on  the  evening  of  May 
26.  The  thirty-fourth  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  our  church  will  be  observed 
on  April  23,  with  Bro.  Paul  M.  Robinson, 
pastor  of  the  Hagerstown  church,  Md.,  and 
son  of  our  pastor,  bringing  v  oth  morning 
and  evening  messages.  The  Juniata  Col- 
lege a  cappella  choir  presented  a  concert 
on  the  evening  of  April  16.  During  the 
last  quarter  twenty-three  persons  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
five  by  letter.  Five  letters  were  granted 
and  there  were  seven  deaths. — Emelia 
Gran  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Lower  Cumberland. — Ordination  services 
were  held  at  the  Mohler  house  on  April  23, 
when  Bro.  Nevin  L.  Smith  of  Grantham, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Smith  of 
Mechanicsburg,  was  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry. Bro.  Robert  L.  Cocklin  of  Newville, 
member  of  Tne  district  ministerial  board, 
conducted    the    tei  voices.     Our    love    feast 
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•ee   story  papers  are  is- 

d  by  the  Brethren  Pub- 

ing    House    each    week 

\er   the    editorial   super- 

on  of  the  Christian  Edu- 

lon    Commission    of    the 

xeral  Brotherhood  Board. 

zy  are  designed  and  edited  to  uphold  and  advance  the  interests  and  the 

als  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


ORIZONS 

•  A  weekly  paper  bringing  stories,  articles,  editorials,  pictures,  poems, 
answers  to  youth  problems,  suggestions  for  youth  activities,  CBYF 
program  materials,  nuggets  of  literature  and  wholesome  jokes. 

•  Prepared  for  teen-age  young  people,  but  enjoyed  by  others  also. 

•  Inspires  to  Christian  living  and  keeps  alive  the  spirit  of  youth. 

•  Builds  Brethren  ideals  and  fellowship';  features  our  youth  program. 
•  copy,  one  year — $1.20;  5  or  more  to  one  address,  per  quarter — 25c  each 

DURNEYS 

•  A  weekly  paper  for  children  aged  9-12  featuring  serials,  single  sto- 
ries, pictures,  articles,  what-to-do  and  how-to-make  suggestions,  games, 
poems,  puzzles,  sharing  club  interests. 

•  Helps  toward  right  reading  habits  for  children. 

•  Aids  in  building  Christian  ideals  and  character. 

•  Creates  fellowship  among  Brethren  children. 

Per  copy,  one  year — $1.00;  5  or  more  copies  to  one  address, 
per  quarter — 20c  each 

ELL    ME 

•  A  weekly  for  children  under  nine  years  offering  pictures,  stories, 
poems  and  short  articles  that  interest  younger  children. 

•  Devotional  materials  interpret  God  on  the  child's  level. 

•  Useful  with  graded  as  well  as  uniform  lesson  material. 

"  copy,  one  year — 75c;  5  or  more  to  one  address,  per  quarter — 1 5c  each 

ethren     Publishing     H  o  u  s  e  .  .  .  E  1  g  i  n  ,     Illinois 


service  was  held  on  May  7,  with  Bro.  Mil- 
ton Hershey  of  Manheim  presiding.  Sister 
Grace  Clapper,  missionary  to  China,  spoke 
at  the  Mohler  house  on  May  7.  We  will 
receive  two  new  members  by  baptism  on 
May  30,  at  the  home  of  Bro.  J.  Harry 
Smith.  We  had  very  impressive  pre- 
Easter  services  held  by  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  of  Nokesville,  Va  — Mrs.  Doris  M. 
Smith,  Grantham,  Pa. 

Marsh  Creek. — We  met  in  council  in  the 
Gettysburg  church  on  April  13.  Two  let- 
ters were  received  and  two  were  granted. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  Knechel,  and  his 
wife  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference.  Since  our  last  report, 
seven  members  have  been  received  by  let- 
ter and  one  by  baptism. — Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Keeney,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Myersiown. — Our  average  church  and 
Sunday-school  attendance  has  increased 
during  the  past  quarter.  As  the  result  of 
our  revival  meetings  with  Elder  S.  Clyde 
Weaver  as  the  evangelist,  fourteen  young 
people  were  received  into  the  church 
through  baptism.  On  Laymen's  Sunday 
our  men  participated  in  the  services 
throughout  the  day  and  sponsored  a  pro- 
gram by  the  Harmony  in  S  quartet.  Anna 
Hess  of  Bareville  gave  us  an  illustrated 
worship  program  at  a  Sunday  evening 
service.  Much  interest  has  been  shown  at 
our  prayer  meetings,  which  are  held  regu- 
larly. The  male  chorus  of  Elizabethtown 
College  presented  a  concert  of  sacred  mu- 
sic at  a  Sunday  evening  service.  One 
Sunday  morning  we  had  a  service  of 
dedication  for  our  new  pulpit  chairs 
and  an  outside  bulletin  board,  which 
was  constructed  and  erected  by  the 
men's  work.  Our  pastor,  Berkey  Knavel, 
was  recently  ordained  to  the  eldership. 
One  of  our  young  men,  Donald  Layser, 
was  licensed  to  preach.  Our  pastor 
will  be  our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Our  Sunday  school  recently  met  in 
a  workers'  conference  with  Bro.  Wilfred 
Staufer  as  the  speaker.  Our  women's  work 
sponsored  a  Sunday  evening  program  with 
Mrs.  Galen  Kilhefner  as  the  speaker.  Sis- 
ter Sara  Shisler  delivered  a  missionary 
message  at  a  Sunday  evening  service.  Pre- 
Easter  services  were  held  by  our  pastor. 
Other  services  during  the  Easter  season 
were  the  program  by  the  children  of  the 
Sunday  school;  the  play,  In  the  Bethany 
Home,  by  our  young  people;  and  The 
Events  of  the  Passion  of  Our  Lord,  por- 
trayed in  play  and  song  by  the  junior  and 
senior  choruses. — Beulah  Balsbaugh,  My- 
erstown,  Pa. 

New  Fairview. — Our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  April  24.  Bro.  Howard  Miller  reported 
a  total  of  $539.34  collected  for  welfare  and 
Bro.  Roger  Markey  reported  a  total  of 
$4,223.69  for  missionary  work.  Brethren 
Jacob  Miller,  Roger  Markey  and  Murray 
Lehman  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to 
Annual  Conference.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  Sunday-school  meeting  are  Breth- 
ren Clarence  Keeney  and  Jacob  Miller. 
Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  will  be 
held  May  29 — June  9.  M.  J.  Brougher  will 
be  our  evangelist  this  year  but  the  exact 
time  of  the  meeting  has  not  yet  been  de- 
cided. Our  young  people  presented  a  loud- 
speaker system  to  the  church  as  a  gift. 
Our  women's  work  sponsored  a  Red  Cross 
home  nursing  course,  which  'was  well  at- 
tended. They  also  sponsored  several  speak- 
ers, including  Mrs.  Kruger,  who  talked 
on  displaced  persons,  and  the  Prim  Sing- 
ers, a  group  of  Negro  singers  of  Harris- 
burg.  On  May  17  several  members  of  the 
organization  attended  the  district  women's 
work  luncheon,  which  was  held  in  York. 
Although  we  do  not  have  a  men's  work  or- 
ganization, several  of  the  men  attended  a 
district  rally  at  Waynesboro.  A  committee 
has  been  working  on  plans  to  remodel  the 
church  but  no  definite  decisions  have  yet 
been  made. — Norman  F.   Reber,   York,  Pa 

Scalp  Level. — Each  Sunday  flowers  are 
placed  in  the  sanctuary  by  volunteer 
groups.  We  have  a  100%  Messenger  club 
again  this  year;  this  was  made  possible  by 
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several  gift  subscriptions.  The  churches  of 
our  town  united  in  a  community  service 
each  Wednesday  evening  during  Lent  and 
in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  and  Good 
Friday  services.  Our  One  Great  Hour  of- 
fering amounted  to  $176.73.  Services  were 
held  four  evenings  during  Holy  Week  by 
Brethren  exchange  ministers.  With  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Rosenberger,  as  the  reader, 
our  choir  presented  a  program  in  story 
and  song,  entitled  The  Easter  Guest,  at  the 
evening  service  on  Easter.  The  a  cappella 
choir  from  Juniata  College  was  with  us  on 
the  afternoon  of  April  16.  Our  council  de- 
cided to  raise  more  than  $30,000,  which 
was  the  amount  set  four  years  ago,  before 
beginning  construction  of  our  new  church. 
Our  aid  donated  $200  to  our  building  fund 
and  $30.05  to  the  district  budget.  Since 
our  last  report,  they  supervised  the  col- 
lecting and  packing  of  1,130  pounds  of  re- 
lief clothing  for  New  Windsor.  Our  pastor 
was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  pastor  of 
the  Somerset  church,  was  our  evangelist 
April  30 — May  7.  On  May  7  baptismal  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  afternoon  and  our 
love  feast  service  in  the  evening. — Mrs.  A. 
J.   Casseday,  Windber,  Pa. 

Welsh  Run. — Our  two  weeks'  revival 
services  were  held  by  Bro.  Jacob  L.  Mil- 
ler of  York.  One  Sunday  Sister  Kathryn 
Long  of  the  local  congregation,  who  was 
a  volunteer  service  worker  in  Europe  for 
two  years,  told  of  some  of  her  experiences. 
Bro.  Earl  Mitchell,  our  district  executive 
secretary,  was  a  recent  guest  speaker.  Bro. 
Ira  Petre,  our  missionary  from  Middle 
Maryland  to  Africa,  was  also  a  recent 
speaker.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the 
district  meeting  to  be  held  in  our  congre- 
gation.— J.  Roy  Keller,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Tennessee 

Knob  Creek. — At  a  recent  council  Breth- 
ren Reuel  B.  Pritchett,  E.  J.  Rowe  and 
Paul  S.  Lewis  of  the  Tennessee  ministerial 
board  ordained  Bro.  John  A.  Pritchett,  Jr., 
to  the  ministry.  Since  we  do  not  have  a 
regular  pastor,  it  was  suggested  by  the 
board  that  they  fill  the  vacancy  until  our 
next  regular  council.  Brother  and  Sister 
I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  were  with 
us  recently  in  evangelistic  services.  As  a 
direct  result  of  these  meetings,  two  young 
people  were  received  into  church  fellow- 
ship by  baptism.  During  the  Easter  season 
the  young  people  of  the  Johnson  City  and 
Knob  Creek  churches  presented  a  musical 
cantata.  Two  Sunday-school  rooms  are 
nearing  completion. — John  H.  Thomas, 
Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Pleasant  Hill.— Bro.  Charles  E.  Rinehart 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  conducted 
our  pre-Easter  services  April  1-9.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  6. 


We  were  happy  to  have  the  members  of 
the  Kingsport  church  come  as  a  group, 
bringing  with  them  Bro.  Erwin  Block,  also 
of  Bethany  Seminary,  who  assisted  Bro. 
Rinehart  in  conducting  this  service.  Our 
church  was  host  to  the  eighty-fifth  annual 
Sullivan  County  Sunday-school  conven- 
tion on  April  30;  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman, 
president  of  Bridgewater  College,  brought 
the  forenoon  message.  Family  night  was 
observed  by  the  women's  work  organiza- 
tion on  May  3  with  a  program  and  tea. — 
Sallie  E.  Garst,  Blountville,  Tenn. 

Virginia 
Blue  Ridge. — We  are  happy  to  report  an 
increased  attendance  and  interest  during 
the  last  quarter.  The  Botetourt  County 
Ministerial  Association  sponsors  an  annual 
pulpit  exchange  among  its  members.  Ac- 
cordingly, Rev.  C.  F.  Frith  of  the  Mount- 
ville  Baptist  church  preached  for  us  one 


Sunday  and  Bro.  K.  E.  McDowell  spoke  to 
the  Baptist  people.  The  Sunshine  Circle, 
a  newly  formed  women's  organization, 
bought  a  piano  for  and  planted  evergreens 
around  the  parsonage.  Our  pre-Easter 
services  were  held  by  our  pastor.  Our 
spring  love  feast  was  held  on  April  16. 
The  men's  organization  has  been  very  busy 
improving  the  church  and  parsonage 
grounds.  They  are  sponsoring  a  father  and 
son  banquet  on  May  4.  Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil meeting  was  held  on  April  2,  with  Elder 
John  Crumpacker  presiding.  Several  of 
our  women  attended  the  district  women's 
work  meeting  which  was  held  at  the  Dale- 
ville  church  on  April  20.  We  were  sad- 
dened by  the  recent  death  of  two  of  our 
members. — Mrs.  Elsie  R.  Radcliff,  Blue 
Ridge,  Va. 

Washington 

Seattle. — We  have  been  in  our  new  lo- 
cation for  two  years  and  at  this  Easter 
season  there  were  thirty  new  members 
taken  into  the  church,  which  makes  our 
membership  around  225.  The  children's 
department  continues  to  grow  in  attend- 
ance. There  has  been  a  children's  choir 
organized  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Carl 
Gaylord.  On  Easter  they  wore  their  new 
gowns.  They  sing  for  special  occasions  and 
once  a  month  for  regular  church  services. 
Our  women's  organization  is  growing  in 
numbers  and  is  being  enriched  in  fellow- 
ship. The  past  year  we  have  stressed 
building  fellowship  among  our  women. 
We  have  good  interest  and  many  projects 
have  developed.  The  women  are  looking 
forward  to  serving  in  a  greater  way  in  the 
interest  of  the  church.  Our  men  have  or- 
ganized and  each  month  they  have  a  pot- 
luck  supper  and  a  program.  They  are  still 
doing  work  around  the  church  and  take 
their  turns  in  acting  as  janitor.  Each  Sun- 
day one  of  the  young  people  assists  the  I 
pastor  in  the  morning  worship.  We  are 
sorry  to  report  that  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  G.  | 
Meyer,  has  been  absent  from  our  midst  be- 
cause of  illness.  We  are  praying  that  he  | 
will  soon  be  restored  to  health.  Our  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference  at  Grand  I 
Rapids  this  year  are  our  pastor  and  his 
wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Dewey  Rowe. — 
Mrs.  Dewey  Rowe,  Seattle,  Wash. 
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CB3. 

the    McPherson    College    a    cappella   choir 

Lo!    How  a  Rose  E'er  Blooming 
Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God 
When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross 
The  Rose  of  Sharon 


CB4. 

Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    male    voices 

Beautiful  Saviour 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name    ■ 

Thine  Is  the  Glory 

Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee 

Each  record  is  of  the  twelve-inch  size,  is  semi-breakable, 
records  four  hymns,  and  sells  for  $1.50.   Order  by  number. 
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a  peace  monumeiT 


TOWERING  high  above  the  skyline  of  Kansas  City  stands  one  of  the  outstanding 
peace  monuments  of  the  world.  It  is  different  from  the  usual  arches  of  triumph  in 
that  it  does  not  seek  to  glorify  triumph  by  any  one  group  over  any  other  group.  And 
indeed  is  not  that  a  poor  kind  of  triumph   to  glorify? 

Instead    it    pictures    man's    slow    triumph    over    his    ancient    and    more    difficult 
enemy— war  itself. 

At    the    apex    of    this    monument    there  burns    a    continuous    flame    of    peace. 

At  night  the  "smoke"  rising  from   the   flame  is  reflected  in  its  perpetual  light.    At  the 

base   of   the    monument   lie   the   gods     of    war  with    great    wings    folded    over    their 
frightening    faces. 

It  would  be  good  if  we  could  learn  to  fulfill  the  symbolism  represented  in  this 
monument.    The   church   of   Christ   can   lead  to  that  fulfillment. 
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Daily  Bible  Readings 

Mon.,   A   Deliverer  Preserved.    Ex.   2:  1-10. 
Tues.,    A   Deliverer   Called.     Ex.    3:  1-10.      . 
Wed.,    A    People    Delivered.     Ex.    4:  28-31; 

■  12:  40-41. 
Thurs.,    The   Leader   at    Sinai.     Ex.    19:  1-8. 
Fri.,  Laws  for  a  People.    Ex.  19:  25—20:  17. 
Sat.,  Builder  of  the  Tabernacle.   Ex.  35:  4-5; 

40:  33-38. 
Sun.,    A    Leader    at    Prayer.     Ex.    33:  9-19. 

"He  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church; 
he  is  the  beginning,  the  first-born  from 
the  dead,  that  in  everything  he  might  be 
pre-eminent"  (R.S.V.) 
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Overcrowding  and  lack  of  priva- 
cy in  the  home  may  lead  to  emo- 
tional maladjustment  and  family 
breakdown,  is  the  conclusion  of  the 
committee  on  the  hygiene  of 
housing  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Asociation.  "Dwelling  design 
should  foster  good  family  relation- 
ships by  eliminating  potential 
sources  of  conflict,"  their  report 
says. 

An  international  code  of  ethics  for 
newspapers  and  news  weeklies  has 
been  formulated  by  a  UN  subcom- 
mission  on  freedom  of  information 
and  of  the  press.  In  its  major  pro- 
visions the  code  states  that  the  press 
shall  not  knowingly  publish  false 
information,  that  any  published  in- 
formation which  is  found  to  be 
inaccurate  shall  be  voluntarily  and 
immediately  rectified,  and  that  ru- 
mors and  unconfirmed  news  shall  be 
identified  and  treated  as  such. 

Three  peace  army  units  have  been 
organized  in  India  in  the  town  that 
was  for  years  the  headquarters  for 
many  of  Mahatma  Gandhi's  activi- 
ties. The  peace  army  idea  is  an  out- 
growth of  the  world  pacifist  meeting 
held  last  December  and  is  an  at- 
tempt to  offer  a  nonviolent  alterna- 
tive to  armed  defense.  The  objec- 
tives of  these  units  is  to  tackle  the 
roots  of  violence  in  social,  economic, 
educational  and  administrative 
spheres  and  to  meet  local  crisis  situ- 
ations in  a  non-violent  way. 


Todd  Duncan,  noted  Negro  singer 
and  actor,  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters 
from  Valparaiso  University  "for  his 
contribution  to  the  artistic  life  of  the 
nation  and  to  a  definition  of  Ameri- 
can culture."  Mr.  Duncan  is  appear- 
ing in  the  musical  play,  Lost  in  the 
Stars,  based  on  the  novel,  Cry  the 
Beloved  Country,  about  white-Negro 
tensions  in  South  Africa. 

A  "peace  crusade"  in  all  communi- 
ties of  the  nation  was  urged  by  the 
Mid-century  Conference  for  Peace. 
The  conference  also  proposed  that 
the  "United  States  construct  a  full- 
scale  atomic  plant  for  peace"  some- 
where in  the  Southwest,  where 
power  is  needed.  It  urged  further 
that  local  peace  groups  popularize 
the  International  Red  Cross  resolu- 
tion for  peaceful  negotiation  to  avert 
atomic  war. 

The  Hebrew  Scriptures  have 
been  published  in  Braille  after  five 
years  of  painstaking  effort.  Issued 
by  the  Jewish  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  /the  edition  is  in  twenty 
volumes  and  includes  the  Scriptures 
from  Genesis  to  Chronicles.  The 
project  included  the  development  of 
the  International  Hebrew  Braille 
code,  the  use  of  the  consonants  and 
vowels  of  .the  English  alphabet  for 
Hebrew  equivalents  in  sound  and 
the  adaptation  of  special  signs  for 
vowel  points  and  other  pecularily 
Hebraic  symbols. 


Combatting  Communism 


There  is  developing  a  powerful 
segment  which  believes  that  war 
with  Russia — the  sooner  the  better — 
is  the  way  to  peace.  These  military- 
minded  spokesmen  are  trying  to 
lump  the  Communist -inspired  peace 
movements  in  with  sincere  anti- 
Communist  programs,  unless  the  lat- 
ter come  out  for  war  with  Russia  as 
the  only  solution.  Such  a  tactic,  al- 
though advocated  by  some  of  our  lop 
political  and  military  brass,  is  about 
as  hard  on  traditional  American  lib- 
erties as  communism  itself.  .  .  . 

But  is  not  this  all-out  psychologi- 
cal preparation  for  war — fomenting 
hatred  against  all  things  Russian 
(when  most  Russians  hate  commu- 
nism as  much  as  we  do!),  endeavor- 
ing to  discredit  all  sincere  peace 
movements,  convincing  the  people 
that  war  is  inevitable  and  all  peace 
moves  futile — a  sad  revelation  of  the 
intellectual  and  spiritual  poverty  of 
some  of  our  leadership?  Such  a  tactic 


shuts  us  off  from  all  possible  paths  of 
reapproachment  and  negotiation  thai 
can  prevent  war  and  lead  to  peace. 
This  tactic  has  already  blinded  many 
people  to  the  fact  that  the  only  real 
way  to  get  at  communism  is  on  ideo- 
logical grounds  which  is  the  ver 
level  upon  which  all  Commu: 
gains  have  been  made.  The  seeking' 
peace-through-war  forces  believe 
that  you  can  only  kill  Communist 
ideas  by  killing  the  men  with  the 
ideas  along  with  millions  of  other 
men,  women  and  children  who  are 
exposed  to  the  ideas;  that  you  can 
only  protect  cities  from  becoming 
Communist  by  blowing  up  cities  that 
have  become  Communst  and  de- 
stroying those  which  the  Commu- 
nists are  trying  to  infiltrate.  Such  an 
approach  is  as  dangerous  as  com- 
munism itself,  for  both  lead  to  the 
same  thing:  an  impoverished,  chaot- 
ic, tyrant-ridden  world. — Between 
the  Lines. 


"Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to 
receive  glory  and  honor  and 
power;  for  thou  hast  created 
all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure 
they    are    and    were    created" 


Charles  C.  Ellis 

Moderator,  Annual  Conference 
Photo  by  Camera  Clix 


In  All  Things,  Pre-eminent 


OUR  Program  Committee, 
believing  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  can  best  report  on 
the  actual  state  of  the  church, 
has  suggested  that  the  modera- 
tor's address  should  have  more 
of  an  inspirational  character. 

Personally,  I  do  not  regard  it 
as  the  function  of  an  inspira- 
tional address  to  boast  of  our 
achievements  or  to  flatter  our- 
selves on  their  accomplishment. 
Rather,  I  believe  we  should 
think  of  it  as  a  motivation 
toward  goals  not  yet  reached, 
and    under    that    compulsion    I 


approach  the  duty  of  this  hour. 
My  deepest  desire  is  to  bring 
you  not  a  flattering  message, 
but  one  that  will  awaken  the 
sincerest  heart  searching. 

I  can  bring  you  no  motivation 
of  my  own,  nor  indeed  do  I  care 
to.  I  can  only  lift  out  of  the 
Word  of  God  a  suggestion  broad 
enough  to  cover,  not  only  all  of 
our  life,  but  all  of  life  and  effort 
that  affects  the  world  and  age  in 
which  we  live. 

I  do  not  share  the  rather  prev- 
alent idea  that  the  only  criterion 
of  individual  or  church  activity 
is   the   question,   "Is   it   a   good 


thing?"  Not  only  are  we  limited 
in  the  number  of  good  things  we 
can  accomplish  in  a  single  life- 
time and  with  resources  neces- 
sarily limited,  but  it  is  very 
often  true  that  "the  good  is  the 
enemy  of  the  best."  For  every 
impulse  toward  the  good  that  we 
would  do,  we  need  some  stand- 
ard of  measurement  and  some 
motivation  that  cannot  be  dis- 
credited. 

My  conviction  is  that  we  can 
find  the  dynamic  of  such  motiva- 
tion, as  well  as  the  ideal  of  our 
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best  endeavor,  encased  in  the 
suggestion  of  the  Apostle  Paul: 
"That  in  all  things  he  might 
have  the  pre-eminence." 

Of  course,  none  of  us  can  fail 
to  recognize  the  Person  to  whom 
reference  here  is  made.  If  I 
could  paint  Christ  before  you 
in  all  his  matchless  beauty  of 
character,  "white  as  the  driven 
snow,  fragrant  as  the  dew- 
drenched  meadows  of  dawn," 
no  one  could  fail  to  concede 
that  here  is  a  Son  of  man  worthy 
of  the  most  exalted  throne. 


But  all  of  this  falls  immeasur- 
ably short  of  the  tribute  due 
him  who  commended  Simon 
Peter  for  his  divinely  revealed 
recognition  of  him  as  "the  Christ 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."  The 
Lord  of  glory  before  whom 
angels  and  archangels  prostrate 
themselves,  the  King  eternal, 
immortal,  invisible,  the  only 
wise  God,  the  Savior  of  men, 
the  Judge  of  the  nations,  break- 
ing forth  in  love  from  the  heart 
of  God,  carrying  the  staggering 
load  of  the   world's   sin   up   to 


Calvary's  cross,  breaking  the  fet- 
ters of  death,  going  back  to 
heaven  with  a  promise  to  come 
again,  dwelling  in  light  unap- 
proachable— who  can  forbid  him 
the  right  to  the  pre-eminence 
which  he  claims? 

There  is  one  pre-eminence 
which  no  one  could  ever  envy 
him,  a  pre-eminence  which  justi- 
fies every  other.  It  is  the  lonely 
death  on  the  cross  in  the  dark- 
ness of  Calvary. 

The  failure  of  our  world  to 

Continued  on  page   11 


EDITORIAL 


The  Vital  Center 

YOU  may  recall  the  first 
time,  in  a  mathematics  or 
drawing  class,  when  you 
used  a  compass,  a  simple  instru- 
ment that  enabled  you  to  draw 
a  true  circle.  Even  if  you  be- 
gan with  a  thumb  tack,  a  string 
and  a  pencil  stub,  you  were 
fascinated  by  the  ease  with 
which,  after  having  established 
a  center,  you  could  describe  a 
circle. 

As  you  grew  older  you  may 
have  thought  about  the  various 
centers  around  which  your  life 
revolved.  So  far  no  one  has  de- 
vised a  reliable  instrument  for 
detecting  the  real  center  of  our 
daily  actions.  But  we  know 
enough  about  some  persons  to 
realize  that  they  are  self-cen- 
tered, that  they  are  not  happy 
unless  they  receive  every  atten- 
tion. And  we  have  smiled  at  a 
lover  so  devoted  to  his  beloved 
that  he  thinks  the  whole  world 
revolves  about  her. 

But  for  the  Christian  there  is 
a  center,  a  vital  center,  that  gives 
stability  and  integrity  to  his  life. 
That  center  is  Jesus  Christ,  his 
Lord  and  Master.  And  whether 
your  sphere  of  activity  is  large 
or    small,    whether    you    move 
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among  events  and  persons  of 
great  moment  or  live  in  a  for- 
gotten corner  of  the  world,  you 
are  always  near  the  center  of 
things  so  long  as  you  keep  close 
to  Jesus  Christ.  The  varieties  of 
Christian  service  are  as  numer- 
ous as  the  persons  who  take  the 
Christian  way.  But  there  is  one 
center,  a  vital  center,  from  which 
every  service  springs.  That  is 
a  central  devotion  to  Christ  our 
Savior. 

Our  Christian  fellowship,  the 
church,  has  the  same  vital  cen- 
ter. Although  separated  by  vast 
distances,  moving  in  different 
circles,  we  work  from  the  same 
base  and,  therefore,  we  can  have 
fellowship  with  one  another.  It 
is  the  vital  center  that  makes  us 
members  of  one  body.  Our  ex- 
perience of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  alone,  can  turn  our  church 
organizations  into  a  brotherhood. 

Is  it  not,  then,  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
as  the  official  organ  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  point 
us  all  to  that  which  we  have  in 
common,  not  only  a  great  heri- 
tage and  a  great  destiny,  but,  at 
the  center  of  our  life,  a  great 
Savior?  Among  the  many  thou- 
sand individual  members  of  our 
Brotherhood  one  can  find  diverse 
points  of  view  and  a  variety  of 
ways  in  which  members  express 


their  faith.  Our  church  paper 
will  reflect  these  viewpoints  and 
picture  a  multitude  of  activities. 
It  may  seem,  at  times,  to  be  too 
much  absorbed  with  the  unique 
ways  in  which  the  church's  pro- 
gram is  carried  out.  But  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  rich  variety  we 
can  find,  if  we  look  closely,  the 
unity  that  results  from  a  com- 
mon bond  of  fellowship  in 
Christ. 

The  Gospel  Messenger,  as  a 
voice  of  the  church,  must  speak, 
on  occasion,  concerning  issues 
that  are  "hot"  and  that  strike 
Christians  differently.  It  must 
speak  because  the  church  must 
provide  a  Christian  criticism  of 
the  significant  events  of  our  time 
and  point  to  the  New  Testament 
standards  by  which  they  can  be 
judged.  But  even  more  impor- 
tant, because  more  central,  is 
our  task  of  nurturing  the  vital 
experiences  of  faith  and  trust 
and  worship  that  Christ  may 
dwell  in  our  hearts  and  that  we 
"may  be  filled  with  all  the  full- 
ness of  God." 

Although  the  masthead  of  the 
Messenger,  beginning  with  this 
issue  carries  the  name  of  a  new 
editor,  its  purpose  will  still  be  to 
serve  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  to  exalt  the  Christ,  who  is 
the  vital  center  of  our  fellow- 
ship. K.  M. 


Christians  Must 
Get  to  Work 

WHEN  we  look  at  statistics 
concerning  church  mem- 
bership in  the  United 
States,  we  can  feel  encouraged. 
From  our  beginning  as  a  nation 
the  percentage  of  our  people  who 
are  church  members  has  stead- 
ily increased.  This  has  been  true 
during  the  last  ten  years  at  an 
increasingly  high  percentage. 

During  the  decade  before  1950, 
our  population  increased  by  18,- 
000,000.  During  that  same  period 
of  time,  our  enrollment  in  re- 
ligious groups  increased  by  30,- 
000,000.  As  a  result  in  almost 
every  denomination  new  church 
congregations  are  being  estab- 
lished and  new  buildings  are 
being  erected. 

A  general  increase  in  interest 
in  religious  matters  has  been  evi- 
denced in  various  ways.  Every 
year  increasingly  more  space  is 
given  in  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines to  matters  of  religion.  Na- 
tional magazines  such  as  Time, 
Newsweek  and  others  now  have 
full-time  religious  editors.  Many 
metropolitan  newspapers,  like- 
wise, have  a  religious  editor  or 
an  entire   religious   staff. 

Almost  every  public  speech 
that  is  made  lifts  up  the  neces- 
sity of  religion  in  our  world  to- 
day. This  is  particularly  true 
when  the  scientists  speak. 

More  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
American  people  are  now  mem- 
bers of  some  church.  This  has 
never  been  true  in  our  history 
before. 

But  a  further  look  at  some  of 
the  conditions  within  the  United 
States  indicates  that  religious 
people  are  not  really  at  work 
applying  their  religion.  Since 
1939  illegitimate  births  have  in- 
creased in  America  by  25%;  al- 
cohol consumption  has  increased 
by  15%  until  we  now  consume 
172,000,000  gallons  of  hard  liq- 
uors. Murder  has  increased  by 
more  than  100%  in  the  last  dec- 
ade. Rape  has  grown  by  150% 
in    ten    years;    assault    has    in- 


creased by  125%;  burglaries  by 
100%  and  larceny  by  more  than 
100%. 

In  addition  to  that,  discord  and 
suspicion  have  grown  in  our 
world. 


People  are  joining  the  church 
more  rapidly  than  ever  before. 
Now  the  church  needs  to  teach 
them  what  to  do  after  they  have 
joined.  Christians  must  get  to 
work.  d.  w.  B. 


Thinking    About   the    News 


Lost  in  the  Midst  of  Many 
Suggestions 

A  SHORT  time  ago  ex-Presi- 
dent Hoover  suggested  that 
the  United  Nations,  in  order 
to  become  effective,  should  reorgan- 
ize itself  omitting  from  its  mem- 
bership Russia  and  any  satellite 
countries  which  incline  in  sympathy 
toward  Russia. 

This  statement  and  suggestion 
created  quite  a  stir  across  the  world. 
A  few  were  for  it,  but  in  general 
there  was  a  cry  of  alarm  against  it. 
It  was  felt  that  such  a  procedure 
would  indicate  a  total  acceptance  of 
the  inevitability  of  war  and  would 
be  the  first  step  in  organizing  the 
world  into  two  belligerent  camps. 

A  second  move  was  that  made  by 
Trygve  Lie,  executive  secretary  of 
the  UN,  when  he  journeyed  to  Rus- 
sia to  interview  Stalin  on  the  spot. 
It  has  been  Lie's  persistent  hope 
thai  a  way  can  be  found  to  iron  out 
the  difficulty  between  Russia  and 
the  U.S. 

Mr.  Lie  experienced  some  diffi- 
culty in  working  with  Mr.  Stalin.  It 
is  reported  that  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  make  the  Russians  believe 
that  he  did  not  come  representing 
the  interests  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Western  powers  only.  They 
could  not  believe  that  he  was  con- 
cerned with  the  world  situation  in 
general. 

Mr.  Lie  believes  that  the  UN  sit- 
uation is  not  hopeless  and  that  Mr. 
Hoover's  suggestion  would  be  dis- 
astrous for  the  future  of  the  world 
for  it  would  accentuate  differences. 
A  third  move  was  for  Secretary 
of  Slate  Acheson  to  journey  to  Eu- 
rope at  about  the  same  time  Lie 
went  to  Russia.  Acheson's  interest 
was  to  combine  the  nations  of  the 
West  into  a  stronger  military  unit. 
The  fact  that  this  meeting  was  be- 
ing held  at  the  same  time  thai  Lie 
was  trying  to  talk  to  Stalin  might 
seem  to  justify  some  of  Stalin's  sus- 
picions concerning  the  real  interest 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Western 
powers  in  achieving  co-operation  in 
the  United  Nations. 


Secretary  Acheson  returned  from 
Europe  with  a  proposal  that  a  great 
over-all  military  government  be  set 
up  by  the  nations  surrounding  the 
North  Atlantic.  This  military  alli- 
ance would  be  the  greatest  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  It  would  sur- 
pass the  Holy  Alliance,  the  Triple 
Alliance,  the  Roman  Empire  and  all 
other  alliances,  both  for  the  number 
of  people  involved  and  for  the  mon- 
strousness  of  the  armaments  assem- 
bled. 

A  first  estimate  is  that  this  al- 
liance, if  effected,  would  cost  the 
United  Slates  $50,000,000,000  within 
the  next  few  years. 

This,  of  course,  would  be  only  an 
initial  investment  since  military 
equipment  as  soon  as  it  is  manu- 
factured and  shipped  becomes  ob- 
solete and  must  be  replaced  by  more 
modern  equipment.  Moreover,  an 
alliance  of  this  kind  almost  inevi- 
tably would  lead  to  war.  During  the 
last  war,  our  national  debt  sky- 
rocketed very  quickly  to  $300,000,- 
000,000.  In  a  future  war  this  would 
be  multiplied. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  sugges- 
tions how  can  one  find  the  right 
way? 

One  great  error  is  evident  in  all 
of  these  approaches,  it  seems  to  this 
writer.  No  approach  can  hit  upon  a 
right  solution  until  this  error  is 
rectified. 

Most  national  leaders  think  first 
in  terms  of  their  own  national  in- 
terests. Only  secondarily  do  they 
think  in  terms  of  the  great  common, 
humanity  which  makes  up  the 
world. 

This  immediately  puis  people 
against  each  other  instead  of  into 
one  great  common  group.  Actually 
there  is  no  reason  why  various  peo- 
ples in  the  world  should  be  against 
one  another.  If  instead  we  will  be 
for  each  other  as  people,  not  against 
each  olher  as  nations,  we  can  go> 
upward  together.  Jesus  preached  a 
lot  about  thai.  The  UN  could  be 
helpful  in  this  connection  if  we 
would  allow  it  to  be. 
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CHANGES   IN    EDITORS 


THE    NEW    EDITOR    TAKES    OVER    THE    GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  Retiring  Editor 

DESMOND  W.  BITTINGER 
is  now  closing  six  and  a 
half  years  as  editor  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  A  year  ago 
Bro.  Bittenger  tendered  his  res- 
ignation to  become  president  of 
McPherson  College.  The  General 
Brotherhood  Board  accepted  his 
resignation  reluctantly.  Des- 
mond Bittinger  is  a  teacher  at 
heart  and  thus  the  call  to  return 
to  McPherson  as  head  of  the  col- 
lege seemed  to  provide  for  him 
the  place  of  greatest  service. 

The  retiring  editor  has  been 
a  prolific  writer.  He  has  not  al- 
lowed quantity  to  sacrifice  qual- 
ity. Weekly  from  his  facile  pen 
have  come  editorials  of  high 
quality  with  keen  reader  inter- 
est. He  has  pursued  a  prophetic 
and  creative  editorial  policy. 

To  be  worthy  of  his  position 
the  editor  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger must  challenge  and  lead  the 
church  into  new  and  more 
Christlike  attitudes.  Out  of  his 
sociological  background  Bro. 
Bittinger  has  attempted  to  keep 
our  people  aware  of  their  social 
obligations.  Many  of  the  things 
which  he  has  written  have  not 
been  acceptable  to  all  of  our 
people.  Nevertheless,  he  has 
dealt  kindly  with  all  those  who 
disagreed  and  has  diligently 
sought  to  interpret  the  mind  of 
Christ  for  our  age  as  he  under- 
stands it. 

The  Messenger  has  many 
friends  both  young  and  old.  The 
editor  is  to  be  commended  for 
his  ability  to  reach  a  wide  range 
of  interest,  personalities  and  age 
groups.  The  older  people  feel 
that  they  have  had  a  friend  in 
the  editor's  chair.   Likewise,  the 
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young  people  have  been  recog- 
nized not  only  in  editorial  policy 
but  in  contributions  sought  and 
accepted  from  young  people. 

The  Bittinger  family  has  made 
an  outstanding  contribution  to 
the  local  church  and  to  the  Elgin 
community.  Bro.  Bittinger  has 
served  for  the  past  three  years 
as  elder  of  the  local  congrega- 
tion. During  the  recent  months 
while  the  church  has  been  with- 
out a  pastor,  he  has  carried  more 
than  the  usual  elder's  load.  Mrs. 
Bittinger  has  likewise  been  ac- 
tive in  many  aspects  of  the  local 
church.  As  they  go  to  McPher- 
son the  Bittinger  family  leaves 
many  friends  in  Elgin.  The  in- 
terest of  friends  far  and  near 
will  follow  Bro.  Bittinger  as  he 
assumes  his  new  responsibilities 
as  president  of  McPherson  Col- 
lege. 


The  Incoming  Editor 

THE  incoming  editor,  Ken- 
neth I.  Morse,  has  been  on 
our  editorial  staff  for  the 
past  six  and  a  half  years  in 
charge  of  youth  publications.  In 
this  capacity  he  has  demonstrat- 
ed his  editorial  skills.  We  con- 
fidently believe  that  he  possesses 
the  abilities  to  continue  the  high 
quality  editorial  policy  which 
has  characterized  the  Messenger 
throughout  its  history.  Bro. 
Morse  is  well  known  by  the 
young  people  of  the  Brotherhood 
and  they  have  acclaimed  his  elec- 
tion to  the  editorship  with  high 
praise.  We  believe  he  possesses 
the  ability  to  interest  the  older 
people  as  well. 

Bro.  Morse  is  a  scholar.  He 
was  graduated  from  Juniata  Col- 
lege magna  cum  laude  and  con- 
tinued graduate  studies  at  Penn- 


Top:  Desmond  W.  Bittinger, 
retiring  editor  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger;  bottom:  Kenneth 
Morse,   new  editor  of  the  paper 

sylvania  State  College,  Prince- 
ton University  and  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  with  distinc- 
tion. 

The  incoming  editor  possesses 
a  wide  range  of  interests.  He 
has  a  high  appreciation  of  music, 
which  has  led  him  to  give  spe- 
cial study  to  worship  and  per- 
sonal   religious    living.     During 


the  past  five  years  he  has  given 
invaluable  service  as  a  member 
of  the  Hymnal  Committee.  Fur- 
thermore, he  has  a  deep  concern 
for  the  personal  implications  of 
the  Christian  religion.  This  has 
been  evidenced  through  his  edi- 
torial policy  in  our  youth  pub- 
lications. He  is  likewise  well 
versed  in  philosophy  and  theol- 
ogy. He  has  gone  deep  into  many 


of  the  standard  works  in  these 
fields.  He  has  followed  religious 
drama  as  a  hobby. 

Very  important  among  his  in- 
terests and  skills  are  Bro.  Morse's 
ability  in  and  love  of  writing. 
He  writes  easily  and  well.  His 
writings  are  direct  and  under- 
standable. The  General  Brother- 
hood Board  is  happy  to  secure  an 
editor   of  Bro.   Morse's   writing 


skill  and  editorial  experience. 
It  is  our  confident  belief  that 
Bro.  Morse  possesses  the  quali- 
ties of  a  successful  editor.  We 
know  that  the  readers  of  the 
Messenger  will  follow  him  with 
interest.  Through  his  writings 
and  his  editorial  policy  we  shall 
all  be  blessed.  Let  us  continue 
to  pray  for  the  church,  the  Mes- 
senger and  its  editor.  , 


YOUTH    PUBLICATIONS    UNDER    NEW    LEADERSHIP 


WE  ARE  happy  to  an- 
nounce that  Vernard 
Eller  of  Wenatchee, 
Washington,  will  succeed  Ken- 
neth I.  Morse  as  youth  editor. 
Vernard  is  an  outstanding  young 
man  who  has  early  demonstrated 
his  love  for  Christ  and  his 
church.  He  was  licensed  to  the 
ministry  in  1945,  has  been  ac- 
tive in  youth  work  in  his  local 
church,  in  La  Verne  College  and 
currently  as  president  of  youth 
work  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Region 
and  a  member  of  the  National 
Youth  Cabinet. 

Vernard  Eller  was  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  from  La  Verne 
College  in  1949.  He  majored  in 
English.  During  his  college  ca- 
reer he  served  on  the  Student 
Commission,  the  administrative 
organization  of  the  student  body, 
was  president  of  Alpha  Psi 
Omega,  drama  fraternity,  and 
Tau  Kappa  Alpha,  speech  fra- 
ternity, and  was  a  member  of 
the    Student     Christian    Move- 


Vernard  Eller 


ment.  He  was  literary  editor 
for  the  annual  and  wrote  for  the 
student  paper.  He  wrote  and  di- 
rected the  premier  production, 
In  Our  Own  Strength,  a  three- 
act  play  concerning  Peter  Beck- 
er and  the  migration  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  from 
Germany  to  America.  During 
his  senior  year  he  was  chosen  for 
Who's  Who  in  American  Col- 
leges and  Universities. 

Since  graduation  a  year  ago 
Vernard  has  been  traveling  in 
the  Pacific  Coast  region  in  the 
dual  capacity  of  regional  youth 
president  and  field  representa- 
tive for  La  Verne  College.  He  is 
not  only  acquainted  with  the 
youth  of  the  Pacific  Coast  region 
but  his  service  on  the  National 
Youth  Cabinet  has  acquainted 
him  with  the  needs  of  young 
people  throughout  the  Brother- 
hood. He  is  well  qualified  by 
training  and  experience  to  un- 
derstand and  be  helpful  to  our 
young  people.  He  will  edit 
Horizons  and  write  lesson  com- 
ments for  the  youth  quarterly. 
He  will  co-operate  with  the  na- 
tional youth  director  and  make 
contacts  at  youth  gatherings  as 
time  permits.  In  connection 
with  part-time  editorial  respon- 
sibilities, he  will  pursue  gradu- 
ate work  at  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity. 

Vernard  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jay  Eller  of  Wenatchee, 
Washington.  His  parents  come 
from  a  long  tradition  of  Breth- 
ren elders  and  preachers.    Both 


Raymond  R.  Peters 

General   Secretary,   General   Brotherhood 
Board 


his  father  and  mother  have  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  church 
and  have  given  of  their  time 
both  to  the  local  church  and  to 
the  district.  They  have  likewise 
demonstrated  their  interest  in 
the  program  of  the  Brotherhood. 
Jay  V.  Eller  is  currently  elder  of 
the  Wenatchee  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

The  General  Brotherhood 
Board  feels  it  is  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  this 
capable  and  efficient  young  man 
to  serve  on  its  Christian  educa- 
tion editorial  staff.  Let  us  all 
remember  Vernard  in  our 
prayers  as  he  launches  into  his 
new  responsibilities  beginning 
July  1. 

About  Finding  Rest 

In  Matt.  11:28  Jesus  said,  "Come 
unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest."  In  verses  29  and  30  he  said 
further,  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you, 
and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is 
easy,  and  my  burden  is  light." 

We  have  often  heard  the  promise 
in  verse  28  quoted.  But  have  we 
ever  noticed  that  the  rest  about 
which  Jesus  speaks  is  a  rest  which 
follows  our  efforts  to  please  him? 

He  first  says,  "Come  and  I  will 
give"  and  then,  "Take  my  yoke  .  .  . 
and  learn  of  me;  .  .  .  and  ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls." — Ollive 
Flemings,   Royersford,   Pa. 
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Before  Conference  Began 


MICHIGAN  is  delightful  at 
any  season  of  the  year,  but 
it  is  especially  beautiful  in 
the  spring.  Very  rapidly  Michi- 
gan is  becoming  the  playground 
for  the  states  of  the  Midwest.  It 
is  almost  completely  surrounded 
by  the  Great  Lakes  and  in  addi- 
tion it  is  dotted  through  its  in- 
terior by  many  other  smaller 
lakes.  Those  interested  in  na- 
ture's beauties  and  in  wild  game 
come  to  Michigan  reverently. 

One  can  almost  see  history  un- 
folding in  Michigan.  The  names 
of  its  towns,  rivers  and  straits 
bind  the  past  close  into  the  pres- 
ent and  will  thrust  it  into  the 
future  as  well. 

When  the  shadows  of  dusk 
fall,  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine 
the  Indian  in  his  canoe  drifting 
on  a  Michigan  lake  once  more. 
One  seems  to  hear  the  twang  of 
his  bow  as  he  seeks  to  gather 
game  for  his  family.  In  the  midst 
of  an  Indian  settlement  one  can 
imagine  the  arrival  of  the 
Frenchman,  the  voyager.  With 
the  French  explorer  comes  the 
priest.  Thus  the  sword  and  the 
Bible  penetrate  the  Michigan 
wilderness  hand  in  hand.  The 
Frenchman  came  to  Michigan  to 
live.  He  married  into  the  Indian 
tribe;  he  set  up  trading  posts 
and  with  the  Indians  built  many 
mission  points  and  chapels. 

The  English,  in  due  time, 
pushed  into  this  land  also.  They 
built  towns,  laid  out  farms,  built 
schools  and  churches.  This 
brought  Protestantism  and  Ca- 
tholicism into  sharp  contrast  at 
many  points.  These  conflicts 
have  not  yet  ceased. 

Michigan  in  the  spring  is  still 
a  flowering  land.  The  coming  of 
civilization  has  only  changed  the 
color  and  concentration  of  the 
flowers.  Apple  orchards  stretch 
in  all  directions,  peach  orchards 
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line  the  sandy  slopes,  vineyards 
reach  long  distances.  In  certain 
areas  like  Holland  there  are  con- 
centrations of  tulips  or  other 
flowers. 

The  Brethren  appreciate  beau- 
ty. They  seem  to  be  glad  to 
turn  their  cars  toward  a  beauti- 
ful and  historic  state  for  Annual 
Conference  in  1950. 

Pre-Conference  Activities 

A  Youth  Conference  in  Chicago 
Every  two  years  district  CBYF 
cabinets  send  delegates  to  a 
Brethren  Youth  Council  meet- 
ing, held  since  1944  at  Bethany 
Seminary.  This  year  more  than 
a  hundred  youth  leaders  and  ad- 
visers met  in  Chicago  during  the 
week  prior  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Their  schedule  was  filled 
with  seminars  on  the  responsi- 
bilities of  district  youth  leaders, 
with  inspirational  addresses  by 
Kermit  Eby  and  C.  Ernest  Davis 
and  with  the  kind  of  informal 
periods  of  singing  and  recrea- 
tion that  build  a  unique  fellow- 
ship. 

The  young  people  visited  the 
headquarters  of  the  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement  in 
Chicago,  and  on  a  later  day  trav- 
eled to  Elgin  by  bus  in  order  to 
visit  the  Board  offices  and  to  see 
their  own  church  publishing  and 
printing  plant. 

After  the  Council  was  conclud- 
ed with  a  love  feast  service,  a 
majority  of  the  youth  delegates 
went  on  to  Grand  Rapids  in  or- 
der to  participate  in  the  general 
Conference  program.  Several 
were  on  hand  for  the  opening 
session  of  the  special  Music  and 
Worship  Conference,  which  be- 
gan on  Saturday  evening. 

Brotherhood  Board  Meetings 

All  day  Saturday  members  of 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board 
were  busily  engaged  meeting 
both  as  a  whole  and  as  the  com- 
missions which  have  been  asked 


to  look  after  the  church's  inter- 
ests in  education,  in  missions,  in 
the  ministry,  in  financial  mat- 
ters and  in  Brethren  Service. 

Setting  Up  the  Exhibits 

On  this  day  also  the  spacious 
exhibit  area  on  the  basement 
floor  of  the  auditorium  was 
being  adapted  to  Conference 
needs  during  the  coming  week. 
The  Brethren  Publishing  House 
exhibit  seemed  this  year  to  be 
presenting  a  generous  variety  of 
books  and  pamphlets  that  local 
church  workers  will  find  useful. 
An  especially  striking  exhibit 
called  attention  to  the  new 
Brethren  hymnal  and  showed 
step  by  step  how  this  new  book 
has  neared  completion.  The  col- 
leges had  their  headquarter 
booths  and  special  departments 
of  the  church's  program  had 
ample  space  to  display  their 
activities. 

A  Music  Conference 

By  7:30  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  time  for  the  opening  of 
the  special  Music  and  Wor- 
ship Conference,  more  than 
250  persons  had  registered  and 
entered  at  once  into  a  program 
that  promised  to  enrich  the  mu- 
sical expression  of  the  whole 
church.  The  conference  had 
been  planned  by  the  Music  and 
Worship  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission. It  was  designed  for  two 
purposes:  to  encourage  and  train 
the  volunteer  music  leaders  of 
the  churches  and  to  introduce 
the  resources  of  the  new  Breth- 
ren Hymnal. 

Even  an  unmusical  person 
could  have  enjoyed  the  informal 
opening  session.  Perry  L.  Huf- 
faker,  leader  for  the  evening, 
divided  the  musicians  into  four 
groups.  Each  group,  after  a  brief 
period  of  preparation,  displayed 
considerable  talent  not  only  in 
music  but  in  humor  as  well.  This 


first  session  was  concluded  with 
spirited  singing  of  familiar 
hymns.  It  was  already  apparent 
that  this  Annual  Conference 
would  be,  among  other  things,  a 
hymn-singing  Conference. 

Sunday  morning  was  left  open 
so  that  our  church  musicians 
could  visit  many  churches  of  dif- 
ferent backgrounds  and  observe 
their  music  programs. 

The  Sunday  Sessions 

To  the  Upper  Room 

Sunday  dawned  clear  and 
promised  to  be  a  warm  day. 
Some  time  before  10:00  a.m.  the 
Brethren  began  to  move  in 
friendly  fellowship  groups  to- 
ward the  Civic  Auditorium. 
Some  cars  were  still  arriving; 
licenses  could  be  seen  from  Vir- 
ginia, North  Dakota,  Kansas, 
California,  Pennsylvania,  Flori- 
da and  many  other  states  of  the 
Union.  The  newcomers  and 
those  who  had  been  here  for 
several  days  of  committee  and 
board  work  soon  found  their 
way  into  the  upper  room  which 
had  been  designated  as  the 
Standing  Committee  room.  Its 
usual  designation  was  "The  Red 
Room"  probably  because  of  the 
red  decorations  on  the  ceiling 
and  the  red  upholstery  on  the 
platform  chairs.  The  Purple 
Heart  Division  of  the  American 
Legion,  which  was  holding  a 
conference  in  the  Pantlind  Ho- 
tel, probably  thought  this  was 
a  good  color  for  a  group  of 
churchmen  with  pacifist  heritage 
such  as  that  of  the  Brethren. 

The  Brethren  were  not  con- 
scious of  color,  however,  as  they 
assembled  here  to  worship. 
Nearly  200  men  and  women 
were  present.  Men  greatly  pre- 
dominated; not  more  than  a  doz- 
en women  were  present.  Age 
predominated  also;  a  few  young- 
er pastors  were  present;  youth 
were  almost  totally  absent. 

The  Upper  Room  Retreat 

Promptly  at  10:00  a.m.  Bro. 
Harper  Will,  pastor  at  Chicago, 
arose  and  opened  the  meeting. 
As  invocation   he   quoted  from 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Jacob,  a  Man  of  Striking  Contrasts 

Genesis 


Jacob,  the  usurper 

Because  Jacob  was  born  second  of 
twins  he  would  not  receive  the  same 
inheritance  from  his  father  that  the 
eldest  twin  received.  Neither  would 
he  receive  the  patriarchal  blessing 
which  was  reserved  for  the  eldest 
son. 

Jacob  seems  to  have  been  jealous 
about  these  things  from  the  begin- 
ning. He  sought,  by  stealth  and  dis- 
honesty, to  get  the  things  which  did 
not  belong  to  him.  By  this  means 
he  was  able  to  secure  both  the 
birthright  and  the  blessing. 

But  he  had  to  flee  from  his  brother 
in  fear.  On  the  way,  he  met  God 
at  Bethel.  This  first  meeting  with 
God  did  not  seem  to  make  much 
difference  in  his  life.  He  continued 
to  steal  from  his  father-in-law  in 
a  faraway  land.  As  his  children 
developed,  they  also  became  dis- 
honest and  ungodly. 

Unrighteous  methods  never  pay 
off  with  righteousness. 

Jacob,  the  humbled 

Then,  as  Jacob  left  the  land  of  his 
father-in-law  and  came  back  toward 
his  home,  he  began  to  feel  less  sure 
of  himself.    By  the  river  one  night 


he  wrestled  with  an  angel  of  God. 
He  still  had  the  spirit  of  demanding 
from  God  the  thing  which  he  wanted 
rather  than  humbly  asking  for  it. 
Presently,  the  angel  touched  his 
thigh  and  the  upright  Jacob  walked 
thereafter  with  a  limp. 

Fear  of  the  reaction  of  his  brother 
when  he  returned  to  his  father's 
land  and  fear  of  the  vengeance  of 
angry  neighbors  also  helped  to  hum- 
ble him.  Through  these  experiences 
his  arrogance  disappeared  and  he 
came  humbly  to  Bethel  to  establish 
there  a  house  of  God  and  a  place 
of  prayer. 

Jacob  becomes  Israel 

It  was  only  after  Jacob  had  beero 
humbled  and  had  come  to  realize 
that  this  security  was  in  God  that 
God  was  able  to  say  to  him,  "Hence- 
forth, ye  shall  be  Israel." 

Perhaps  no  greater  tribute  was 
ever  paid  to  anyone  than  to  have 
the  great  nation  of  the  Jews  there- 
after call  themselves  the  children 
of  Israel. 

If  God  can  make  an  Israel  out 
of  a  Jacob,  he  can  take  some  of  us 
and  make  great  Christian  servants 
of  us  also. 


the  91st  Psalm  and  said  that  we 
are  indeed  gathered  here  in  the 
shadow  of  the  Almighty.  His 
prayer  invoked  God  to  over- 
shadow this  meeting  and  all  sub- 
sequent meetings  of  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Then  Bro.  Will  told  us  of  his 
regret  as  assistant  moderator 
that  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  the  moder- 
ator, could  not  be  here  as  he 
had  hoped  and  planned.  Instead, 
on  this  morning  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis 
was  in  the  Presbyterian  hospital 
in  Philadelphia  instead  of  in 
Grand  Rapids.  Bro.  Will  said 
that  the  day  had  been  planned 
by  Bro.  Ellis,  however,  and  that 
in  as  complete  a  way  as  possible 
the  plans  would  be  carried  out. 

This  was  the  second  retreat  of 
this  nature,  the  other  having 
been  at  Ocean  Grove  last  year. 
In  this  meeting  four  groups  were 


united:  the  Standing  Committee, 
the  Brotherhood  Board,  the  El- 
gin staff  and  the  regional  staffs. 

The  purpose  of  the  meetings 
of  the  day  were  twofold:  first, 
worship,  repentance,  nearness  to 
God;  and  second,  a  Brotherhood 
sharing  of  information  and  prob- 
lems and  purposes.  The  morning 
meeting  would  be  set  aside  whol- 
ly for  worship  and  meditation. 

Before  the  worship  session 
proceeded  further,  it  was  de- 
cided to  send  a  message  to  Bro. 
Ellis  expressing  the  good  wishes 
of  this  group  for  him  and  to  as- 
sure him  of  our  prayers. 

Bro.  Foster  Statler  of  Mt.  Mor- 
ris, 111.,  led  the  morning  worship 
session.  He  began  with  an  ex- 
planation that  this  would  be  a 
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THE  Fourth  of  July  can  be 
a  great  day  of  helpful  cele- 
bration. But  in  what  kind 
of  celebration  will  America  in- 
dulge on  July  4,  1950?  Will  we 
be  Christlike  or  will  we  be 
pagan? 

!From  past  experience  it  will 
be'  safe  to  predict  that  our  cele- 
bration will  be  essentially  non- 
Christian  in  nature.  Why  do  we 
observe  July  4  anyway?  We  call 
it  Independence  Day.  We  enter 
ihto  reckless  celebration,  of  the 
day  with  noise  making  arid  light- 
hearted  frivolity. 
•  Wa's  this  the  intent  of  our  fore- 
fathers who  labored  so  earnestly 
to  effect  a  nation  founded  upon 
freedom  and  independence? 
They  were  looking  toward  a  na- 


Let  us  dedicate  ourselves  to  living  the  ideals  of  freedom  proclaimed 
by  the  founders  of  our  nation 
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tion  that  would  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  living  up  to  the 
deep-rooted  ideals  of  freedom. 
Have  these  ideals  of  freedom  and 
independence  come  into  real 
fruition?  In  my  own  mind  I 
have  serious  doubts  as  to  our 
justification  in  praising  our- 
selves too  highly  for  our 
achievements  of  real  freedom 
and  independence. 

In  many  instances  our  lives 
are  so  bound  up  with  pleasure 
seeking  and  with  selfish  pur- 
poses that  we  enslave  ourselves 
and  others.  Were  we  to  examine 
our  own  lives  candidly,  most  of 
us  would  find  we  are  ensnared  in 
a  vicious  cycle  of  gain  and  profit 
for  our  own  personal  desire.   In 


many  cases  these  desires  are  be- 
ing fulfilled  by  the  exploitation 
of  others. 

How  can  we  say  we  are  a  na- 
tion having  the  red  blood  of 
Christian  patriotism  surging 
through  us  when  we  continue  to 
be  discriminating  concerning 
race,  social,  economic  status,  and 
national  origin.  We  have  not 
yet  reached  the  ideal  of  which 
our  founding  fathers  dreamed. 

Very  often  we  talk  in  broad 
terms  and  in  huge  generalities. 
When  we  do  that  it  makes  us 
more  comfortable,  because  we 
can  lose  ourselves  in  the  mass  of 
generalities,  and  never  arrive  at 
anything  specific.  Especially  are 
we    Brethren    good    at    saying, 


In  All  Things,  Pre-eminent 
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yield  Christ  pre-eminence  is  the 
root  cause  of  the  disaster  that 
has  overtaken  the  world  and  the 
widespread  pall  of  fear  which 
enshrouds  it.  If  the  scientists 
who  now  call  upon  the  pulpit 
to  save  us  had  yielded  to  his  con- 
trol before  undertaking  their 
deadly  task,  perhaps  the  God 
who  would  have  saved  Sodom 
had  ten  righteous  men  been 
found  would  have  spared  us  the 
dread  that  now  grips  the  heart 
of  the  world. 

Despite  the  failure  of  the 
League  of  Nations  the  hope  of 
the  world  five  years  ago  turned 
to  San  Francisco  when  the 
United  Nations  was  born,  but 
we  were  not  brave  enough  to 
offer  there  a  prayer  for  guidance 
to  the  God  who  guards  the 
graves  of  our  godly  forefathers. 

Across  the  years  we  have 
sung: 

"Our  fathers'  God,  to  thee, 
Author  of  liberty, 
To  thee  we  sing; 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright 
With  freedom's  holy  light, 
Protect  us  by  thy  might, 
Great  God,  our  King." 


"Well,   that   does   not   apply   to 
me  and  my  church." 

But  let  us  look  at  ourselves  as 
others  would  look  at  us.  What 
about  this  matter  of  loyalty  to 
Christ.  If  we  are  dedicated  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,  we  must 
have  the  spirit  of  Christ  within 
us.  In  order  for  us  really  to  have 
his  spirit  within  us  we  must 
serve  our  fellow  men,  regard- 
less of  race  or  any  other  condi- 
tion that  might  make  us  feel 
prone  to  withhold  our  helpful- 
ness and  love.  If  we  as  Brethren 
wish  to  live  up  to  our  obligation 
to  Christ  we  must  begin  to  be 
stewards,  willing  to  serve,  cast- 
ing aside  every  prejudice  and 
manifestation  of  selfishness.  To 
this  end  may  we  personally  ded- 
icate ourselves  on  this  Independ- 
ence Day,  1950. 


But  we  have  not  lived  it.  The 
skyscraper  of  the  United  Nations 
may  tower  above  the  church 
spires  of  New  York  but  we  can 
only  fear  it  will  prove  a  tower 
of  Babel  until  within  it  the  voice 
of  God  is  heard. 

Our  greatest  national  pride 
has  been  in  a  system  of  educa- 
tion by  which  the  poor  boy  can 
climb  up  the  ladder  of  social 
and  secular  success,  yet  we  have 
adopted  as  the  high  priest  of  our 
education,  from  whom  it  is  a 
pedagogical  heresy  to  depart,  a 
man  who  has  not  only  freely 
admitted  that  he  is  not  a  Chris- 
tian, but  has  presumed  to  put 
into  print  his  disbelief  in  a  per- 
sonal God  and  in  the  supernatu- 
ral in  any  form. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  across 
this  continent  side  by  side  with 
our  boasted  system  of  schools 
there  has  also  grown  up  an  equal- 
ly efficient  system  of  penal  insti- 
tutions? Horace  Mann,  the  pio- 
neer American  educator,  is 
credited  with  saying:  "Jails  and 
state  prisons  are  the  complement 
of  schools;  so  many  less  as  you 
have  of  the  latter  so  many  more 
you  must  have  of  the  former." 
But  this  great  humanitarian, 
whose  every  educational  utter- 
ance was  literally  saturated  with 
a  belief  in  almighty  God,  could 
never  have  visioned  a  school  in 
Christian  America  where  God 
was  not  reverenced  and  his  word 
highly  honored.  The  least  we 
can  say  is  that  the  educators  of 
our  nation  have  proved  false  to 
a  sacred  trust,  and  it  is  a  sad 
reflection  that  few  of  our  so- 
called  religious  educators  have 
had  the  courage  to  rebuke  this 
educational  apostasy  in  the  name 
of  him  who  should  always  have 
had  the  pre-eminence. 

True,  these  are  so-called  secu- 
lar interests.  But  I  ask  you  to 
note  that  "in  all  things"  Christ 
is  to  have  the  pre-eminence,  and 
that  he  has  the  right  to  this 
pre-eminence,  not  merely  be- 
cause of  who  he  is  and  not 
merely  because  of  his  pre-emi- 
nence in  redemption,  but  because 


of  his  pre-eminence  in  the  cre- 
ation, for  "by  him  were  all 
things  created  ...  all  things 
were  created  by  him  and  for 
him." 

Of  course,  we  will  readily  ad- 
mit that  Christ's  pre-eminence 
in  redemption  gives  him  an  ad- 
ditional claim  upon  us  who  are 
members  of  the  church  for 
which  he  shed  his  precious  blood. 
Our  early  brethren  knew  this 
well  and  for  this  reason  they 
separated  themselves  from  that 
world  which  the  Scripture  says 
"lieth  in  the  wicked  one."  Their 
distinctive  garb  may  not  have 
been  Scriptural,  but  the  prin- 
ciple they  were  trying  to  uphold 
is  of  the  very  essence  of  Scrip- 
ture; and  it,  together  with  their 
rural  segregation,  undoubtedly 
helped  to  keep  them  from  the 
evil  of  the  world. 

In  a  different  age  and  a  differ- 
ent environment  we  cannot 
avoid  the  simple  fact  that  if 
we  are  truly  Christian  we  must 
be  different  from  those  who  are 
not.  And  it  might  be  a  searching 
question  for  each  of  us  right  now 
to  try  to  answer  in  what  respects 
do  our  daily  life  and  conversa- 
tion differ  from  those  who  have 
never  made  any  profession  such 
as  we  made  when  we  became 
Christians.  Do  we  give  Christ 
the  pre-eminence  in  anything, 
much  less  in  all  things?  Is  our 
religion  a  matter  of  listening  to 
a  sermon  once  a  week  and  mak- 
ing the  least  contribution  we  can 
of  time  or  talent  or  money  to  the 
church?  Why  is  it  that  with  all 
the  college  graduates  we  now 
have  it  is  more  difficult  to  find 
consecrated  Sunday  -  school 

teachers  than  it  used  to  be?  Do 
these  young  people  give  Christ 
the  pre-eminence  in  all  things,  or 
only  in  the  areas  where  it  is 
most  agreeable  to  their  own 
desires? 

Of  course,  we  Christians  can 
evade  the  obligation  which  is 
here  laid  upon  us  by  calling  it 
mystical  or  impractical.    On  the 
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other  hand,  if  we  are  really  in 
earnest  it  is  not  difficult  to  make 
it  a  very  practical  admonition. 

Some  of  us  will  recall  the  in- 
cident told  by  Dr.  Speer  relative 
to  the  little  English  schoolboy  in 
Paris  who  refused  to  join  his 
companions  in  a  lark  because  he 
said  his  headmaster  in  England 
would  not  like  it.  Do  we  always 
ask  whether  our  own  conduct 
will  please  the  great  Headmas- 
ter? Some  one  once  complained 
about  the  fact  that  there  was 
much  of  the  Bible  he  could  not 
understand.  Was  it  Mark  Twain 
who  replied  that  the  part  that 
bothered  him  was  the  part  he 
did  understand? 

When  we  fail  to  give  Christ 
the  pre-eminence,  it  is  not  al- 
ways that  we  do  not  know 
better,  but  merely  that  in  spite 
of  our  better  knowledge  we 
determine  to  have  our  own  way. 

We  can  make  this  matter  very 
practical  if  we  will.  For  instance, 
do  our  young  people  give  him 
or  their  own  inclinations  the  pre- 
eminence when  they  choose  a 
life  companion  or  a  vocation  for 
life?  How  many  of  them  pause 
to  ask  whether  he  will  be  pleased 
when  they  thoughtlessly  agree 
before  marriage  to  rear  their 
children  in  an  alien  faith? 

Just  two  months  ago  the 
Christian  Century  contained  an 
article  entitled  Vocations  With- 
out God,  pointing  out  that  the 
modern  profession  of  vocational 
guidance  has  not  only  adopted 
the  sacred  word  vocation,  which 
implies  a  call  from  God,  but  in 
counseling  young  people  it  is 
giving  scant,  if  any  considera- 
tion, to  religion  or  God.  Yet  who 
is  it  that  has  endowed  our  youth 
with  the  talent  to  succeed  even 
in  secular  occupations?  Is  it 
impractical  to  suggest  that  in 
these  two  most  important  areas 
of  human  choice  our  young  peo- 
ple should  give  Christ  the  pre- 
eminence? 

It  is  heartening  to  see  on  the 
wall  of  a  home  the  motto,  "Christ 


is  the  head  of  this  house,"  but 
how  can  he  be,  if  one  of  the 
parents  is  not  a  Christian  or  is 
indifferent  to  the  sovereign 
claims  of  Christ? 

No,  let  us  be  fair  about  it.  If 
Christ  does  not  have  the  pre- 
eminence in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  home  or  the  occupations  of 
life  it  is  not  that  the  claim  is 
impractical,  it  is  but  another 
illustration  of  the  self-will  which 
caused  his  tears  to  fall  over  the 
city  that  he  loved  when  he  sadly 
said,  "How  often  would  I,  but 
ye  would  not." 

Nor  need  we  go  far  afield  for 
other  illustrations  where  we  fail 
to  take  Christ  into  account,  much 
less  give  him  the  pre-eminence. 
We  are  largely  a  rural  people. 
To  what  extent  have  our  farmer 
brethren  profited  by  government 
subsidy  while  our  missionary 
brethren  sacrifice  to  meet  the 
deficit  of  a  budget  we  voted,  but 
have  not  met?  Do  we  give  him 
the  pre-eminence  in  trying  to 
decide  whether  to  use  a  certain 
farm  area  for  tobacco  or  for  a 
food  crop? 

It  may  not  always  be  easy  to 
give  him  the  pre-eminence,  but 
certainly  we  shall  never  do  so 
until  we  are  willing  to  face  the 
question,  and  submissive  enough 
to  subordinate  our  will  to  his. 

Nor  is  the  question  one  to  be 
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C.  C.  Ellis,  moderator  of  Annual 
Conference 


lightly  tossed  aside  by  those  of  I 
us  who  preach.   The  temptation 
to   give   the  preacher  the  pre- 
eminence,  or  some  favorite  doc- 
trine  is  all  too  real.  C.  S.  Lewis  j 
says  that  the  great  sin  is  pride 
or  self-conceit,  and  he  says  the  j 
terrible    thing    is    that    it    can 
smuggle  its  way  into  the  very 
center  of  our  religious  life.   He 
calls  it  spiritual  cancer,  the  very 
opposite   of  true   Christian  hu- 
mility. 

Pride  of  opinion,  the  assump- 
tion that  the  preacher  or  theolo- 
gian knows  more  or  better  than 
the  men  who  spent  three  years 
with  the  Lord,  or  than  the  man 
who  met  him  on  the  Damascus 
road — all  because  we  happen  to 
live  in  the  day  of  autos  and  radio 
and  airplanes — this  is  what  has 
obscured  the  plain  statements 
of  the  Word  of  God,  has  wrecked 
the  gospel  of  Christ  and  de- 
throned our  Savior,  the  Lord  of 
glory,  from  his  pre-eminence  in 
the  church  for  which  he  shed 
his  precious  blood. 

The  men  who  founded  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  were 
largely  devoid  of  this  kind  of 
pride.  They  submitted  their 
minds  to  the  Word  of  God.  I 
once  heard  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman 
say  that  they  followed  the  light 
they  had,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  as  greater  light  came 
from  the  Word  they  would  fol- 
low it — a  principle  not  different 
from  that  announced  by  Rev. 
John  Robinson  as  the  Pilgrims 
set  sail  for  America. 

It  is  ours  to  say  to  what  ex- 
tent in  this  we  have  been  true 
followers  of  the  founding  fa- 
thers. If  every  member  of  our 
fraternity,  ministers  and  laymen 
alike,  would  lay  aside  all  pre- 
conceived notions  and  spend  a 
week  reading  through  the  New 
Testament  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  we  would  not 
only  find  ourselves  in  a  new 
spiritual  fellowship  with  men 
who  paid  a  great  price  for  their 
faith,  but  would  understand  bet- 
ter than  we  do  what  it  means 
to  give  Christ  the  pre-eminence 


The  moderator's  address 
was  prepared  by  C.  C. 
Ellis,  but  he  was  unable  to 
give  it  Instead  it  was 
read  by  Tobias  Henry  of 
Huntingdon,  Pa.  We  are 
sharing  Bro.  Ellis'  inspira- 
tional   address   with   you. 


in  the  interpretation  of  his  own 
Word. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  for- 
bear asking  whether  in  our 
whole  church  program  we  con- 
stantly give  Christ  the  pre-emi- 
nence. In  our  emphasis  upon 
bringing  in  the  kingdom  for 
instance,  are  we  relying  upon 
ourselves  or  upon  him?  If  we 
are  really  interested  in  the  com- 
ing of  that  kingdom  for  which 
we  pray,  why  do  we  say  so  little 
about  bringing  back  the  King? 
In  that  future  which  we  vision 
do  we  give  him  the  pre-eminence 
which  the  Word  of  God  gives 
him? 

Fifty  years  ago,  as  associate 
pastor  with  Dr.  T.  T.  Myers  in 
Philadelphia,  I  became  interest- 
ed in  a  fact  which  Dr.  McCart- 
ney has  pointed  out,  namely, 
that  the  coming  of  the  Lord  is 
mentioned  oftener  than  any  oth- 
er one  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament — 500  times  he  has  re- 
cently said.  So  I  felt  obligated 
to  study  it  and  to  preach  a  series 
of  sermons  on  it.  It  seemed  less 
reasonable  then  than  it  ought  to 
today.  Peace  societies,  not  mili- 
tary preparation  was  every- 
where, even  in  Russia.  Missions 
and  temperance  and  every  good 
work  seemed  to  be  prospering. 
The  doctrine  of  inevitable  prog- 
ress, based  on  the  theory  of  evo- 
lution dominated  the  minds  of 
the  world's  thinkers,  and  every- 
where religious  writers  and 
preachers  were  insisting  that  the 
world  was  rapidly  getting  better 
and  better.  Indeed,  I  myself 
rather  demurred  when  a  reli- 
gious editor  whom  I  knew  in- 
timately said,  "The  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  the  only  hope  for 


this  sin-cursed  and  crazy  world." 
And  yet,  there  stood  the  plain 
multiplied  statements  of  the 
Word  of  God  staring  at  me,  a 
minister  of  the  church  I  had 
joined  because  it  claimed  to  fol- 
low literally  the  teaching  of  that 
very  Word. 

So  I  preached  my  sermons  in 
Philadelphia,  in  Norristown,  and 
in  Waynesboro,  in  a  day  when 
a  great  Polish  writer  wrote  in 
the  Russian  language  a  ponder- 
ous proof  in  several  volumes  that 
the  world  would  never  again  go 
to  war.  However,  I  lived  through 
a  terrible  war  that  was  to  end 
war,  and  afterward  rejoiced 
with  those  who  hailed  the  Kel- 
logg Pact  in  which  sixty-three 
nations,  including  Germany, 
Japan  and  our  own,  solemnly 
agreed  never  again  to  go  to  war 
to  settle  international  disputes. 
But  who  needs  to  be  reminded 
of  Poland  and  Pearl  Harbor  and 
the  white  crosses  that  cover  our 
earth?  And  who  can  evade  the 
disillusionment  that  has  so  sadly 
come  with  the  realization  that  as 
a  nation  we  gained  nothing  by 
teaming  up  with  a  government 
that  blatantly  denied  God. 

So  after  half  a  century  of 
study  of  the  subject  in  the  midst 
of  a  changing  world,  whose  ret- 
rogression no  honest  man  can 
deny,  I  can  but  agree  with  my 
friend  who  said,  "The  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  the  only  hope  for 
"this  sin-cursed  and  crazy  world." 
And  I  can  but  bring  home  to 
every  one  of  you  the  question — 
for  we  must  all  face  the  future — 
Do  you  give  him  the  pre-emi- 
nence, or  some  human  and  un- 
scriptural  dream  like  the  ones 
I  have  seen  shattered  to  pieces 
on  what  Gladstone  called  "the 
impregnable  rock  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture"? 

Does  Christ  have  the  pre-emi- 
nence in  all  things,  or  only  in 
those  things  which  do  not  dis- 
turb our  intellectual  pride  or 
our  spiritual  comfort  as  we  sit 
at  ease  in  Zion? 

For  this  Conference  I  have  one 
ambition — not  the  pre-eminence 


of  the  moderator,  of  Standing 
Committee,  of  the  Brotherhood 
Board,  not  even  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Only  that  Christ 
may  have  the  pre-eminence  here 
and  when  we  go  back  home  and 
when  we  engage  in  the  activities 
to  which  he  calls  us. 


Before  Conference  Began 

Continued  from  page  9 

prayer  session  built  around  the 
time  of  Isaiah's  experience  in  the 
temple  when  King  Uzziah  died. 
Reverence,  repentance,  cleans- 
ing and  dedication  were  to  be 
emphasized.  Bro.  Alvin  Bright- 
bill  led  us  in  some  of  the  great 
hymns  of  the  church.  He  did 
this  without  announcing  them. 
This  group  of  singers  moved 
easily  from  one  to  the  other: 
Faith  of  Our  Fathers;  Nearer, 
Still  Nearer;  Breathe  Upon  Us, 
Holy  Spirit;  Nearer,  My  God,  to 
Thee.  The  singing  was  medita- 
tive and  moving. 

Tobias  Henry  of  Huntingdon, 
Pa.,  led  the  first  prayer.  Follow- 
ing this,  Bro.  Statler  read  about 
the  confusion  which  led  Isaiah 
to  the  temple  when  his  king 
died.  Our  need  to  see  God  high 
and  lifted  up  was  emphasized. 
A  period  of  silent  prayer  was 
followed  by  an  audible  prayer 
by  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey  of  Sebring, 
Fla.  Bro.  Statler  followed  with 
still  further  words  from  Isaiah, 
lifting  up  particularly  his  un- 
worthy state  and  his  need  of 
God.  Still  another  period  of  si- 
lent prayer  was  concluded  by  a 
prayer  for  forgiveness  and  help 
by  J.  M.  Blough. 

While  these  meditations  and 
prayers  were  progressing,  the 
strains  of  the  organ  in  the  audi- 
torium could  be  heard  softly 
in  the  background.  This  added  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  moment. 

Bro.  Statler  read  next  about 
Isaiah's  going  out  into  service 
after  his  period  of  dedication  in 
the  temple.  Again  we  bowed  in 
silent  prayer,  a  prayer  of  per- 
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sonal  and  church  dedication  to 
unfinished  tasks.  Then  we  sang 
together,  O  Master,  Let  Me  Walk 
With  Thee. 

Next  Bro.  Statler  called  us  to 
special  prayer  for  Bro.  Ellis,  for 
Bro.  Will  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Conference.  Members  of 
the  group  lifted  up  other  prayer 
concerns  before  a  final  period  of 
intercessory  prayer  was  entered 
into.  Various  individuals  par- 
ticipated and  Bro.  Harper  Will, 
the  acting  moderator,  closed  the 
prayer  session.  For  the  closing 
prayers  the  audience  knelt.  Still 
kneeling,  we  sang  Breathe  Upon 
Us,  Holy  Spirit.  The  morning 
session  was  concluded  with  the 
song,  What  a  Friend  We  Have 
in  Jesus. 

Reverently,  the  group  fellow- 
shiped  in  subdued  tones  as  they 
moved  across  the  street  to  a 
place  where  they  could  find  din- 
ner. It  was  a  bit  new  for  an 
audience  comprised  mostly  of 
Brethren  preachers,  many  of 
them  great  preachers,  to  go 
through  a  two-hour  service 
without  any  preaching  or  speech- 
making.  Nevertheless  it  had 
been  a  great  session  of  prayer 
and  consecration  and  all  felt 
uplifted  by  it. 

Afternoon  Session 

At  2:00  p.m.  the  afternoon 
session  got  under  way  with  the 
hymn,  I  Am  Thine,  O  Lord. 

Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  chairman  of  the  For- 
eign Mission  Commission,  intro- 
duced Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India 
as  the  leader  of  the  afternoon 
worship.  Bro.  Bhagat  is  chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Christian  Coun- 
cil of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  India.  He  is  an  educator  and 
churchman.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  a  member  of  one  of 
our  overseas  churches  has  come 
officially  to  represent  his  church 
and  his  land  in  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

Bro.  Bhagat  spoke  at  once  of 
his  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
fulfill  a  longtime  personal  dream 


and  a  dream  of  his  people  in 
India  that  one  of  their  repre- 
sentatives should  sit  with  the 
Brethren  in  America.  He  read 
from  John,  "As  the  Father  has 
loved  me  so  love  I  you.  Continue 
in  my  love."  He  expressed  ap- 
preciation that  this  love  of 
Christ  as  understood  by  the 
Brethren  was  brought  to  India 
fifty-three  years  ago.  "This  love 
of  Christ,"  he  said,  "is  for  all, 
Moslem,  Hindu,  Indian,  Ameri- 
can. God's  love  is  eternal  and 
universal.  The  Indian  people 
know  of  this  love  through  the 
patient,  helpful  lives  of  the  mis- 
sionaries." 

In  token  of  their  love  to 
America,  the  Indian  Brethren 
had  sent  by  Bro.  Bhagat  a  silver 
cup  or  chalice  to  be  presented  to 
the  Standing  Committee  and  to 
the  church.  It  was  engraved  as 
"The  Cup  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment." On  two  sides  of  the  large 


cup  was  further  engraved  a  map 
of  the  United  States  and  of  India. 
The  two  arms  or.  wings  of  the 
cup  united  these  two  continents, 
symbolical  of  the  way  the  hand 
of  God  and  of  Christ  had  united 
these  two  peoples.  Bro.  Bhagat 
presented  the  cup  with  very  fit- 
ting words. 

William  Beahm,  secretary  of 
the  Conference,  appropriately 
accepted  the  cup  for  the  church. 
The  audience  bowed  in  grateful 
appreciation  and  prayed  togeth- 
er the  Lord's  Prayer. 

The  further  purpose  of  the 
afternoon  was  to  present  to  the 
church  the  work  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  as  it  under- 
takes to  work  for  the  church. 

Bro.  C.  N.  Ellis,  chairman,  pre- 
sented the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board.  Bro. 
Raymond  R.  Peters,  general  sec- 
retary of  the  board,  spoke  on 
the  board's  work  in  general  and 
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A  Family  in  the  Indian  Church 

These  are  the  people  ior  whom  Bro.  Bhagat  speaks  in  Standing  Committee 


expressed  appreciation  for  the 
patience  and  co-operation  mani- 
fested by  the  church. 

Bro.  Harold  Row  explained 
the  work  and  the  hopes  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission. 
Bro.  Edwin  Grossnickle  spoke 
for  the  Finance  Commission.  He 
explained  some  of  the  problems 
of  financing  a  Christian  work  as 
far-flung  as  the  work  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  spoke 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Commis- 
sion. He  undertook  to  present 
the  needs  and  problems  of  the 
church  abroad  in  our  day. 

Bro.  Charles  Zunkel  spoke  for 
the  Ministry  and  Home  Mission 
Commission,  telling  of  the  needs 
and  challenges  at  home.  Bro. 
C.  E.  Davis  spoke  of  the  program 
of  Christian  education,  telling 
both  of  its  scope  and  purpose. 
Bro.  E.  H.  Kurtz,  manager  of  the 
Publishing  House,  spoke  for  that 
branch  of  the  church's  activity. 
Bro.  Harl  Russell,  secretary  of 
the  Pension  Board,  spoke  for 
that  board.  Over  500  are  now 
in  the  pension  plan  and  more 
than  400  churches  participate  in 
it  also. 

While  these  reports  were  in 
progress  the  music  conference 
with  more  than  300  paid  regis- 
trants was  in  session  downstairs 
in  another  auditorium  within 
the  main  building.  Here  Bro. 
Alvin  Brightbill  taught  them  the 
spiritual  meaning  and  the  tech- 
nical aspects  of  some  of  the  new 
hymns  being  printed  in  the  new 
hymnal.  They  sang  for  two  and 
a  half  hours  with  enthusiasm. 
The  notes  from  their  singing 
formed  a  pleasant  backdrop  for 
the  more  prosaic  business  ses- 
sion of  the  Standing  Committee. 
Sunday  Afternoon  Music  Session 

Glen  Weimer,  pastor  of  the 
First  church  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
opened  the  afternoon  worship 
service  with  a  period  of  medita- 
tion based  on  the  conference 
text,  Col.  3:16.  Bro.  Weimer,  a 
member  of  the  Music  and  Wor- 
ship Committee,  was  in  charge 
of  the  worship  services  through- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

Our  neighbors  across  the  street 
have  bought  a  television  set.  The 
children  of  the  neighborhood,  in- 
cluding our  own,  are  gathering  there 
night  after  night  to  see  the  pictures. 
Last  night  at  6:30  a  heated  ball  game 
was  on  in  the  street;  at  7  o'clock  the 
street  was  deserted  as  the  children 
piled  into  the  living  room  of  our 
neighbor.  On  this  particular  night 
the  parents  were  not  home. 

My  husband  and  I  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  Our  children  feel  "put 
upon"  if  we  do  not  let  them  go.  We 
do  not  feel  we  can  afford  a  television 
set  of  our  own  just  now.  Yet  we  are 
deeply  concerned  at  the  high  pitch 
of  excitement,  the  uncertain  quality 
of  the  pictures,  the  quality  of  the 
companionship  of  some  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  questions  involved  in 
leaving  a  group  of  immature  chil- 
dren alone  in  a  neighbor's  house. 
What  shall  we  do? 

Anxious    Parents. 
Dear  Friend, 

Because  television  is  so  new,  there 
seem  to  be  no  tested  answers  to  the 
problems  that  arise,  along  with  the 
good  things.  May  I  suggest  there- 
fore a  few  of  the  "angles"  various 
parents  are  trying  out? 

A  very  few  homes  counteract 
neighboring  sets  by  purchase  of 
television  sets  of  their  own.  This 
solves  several  problems:  you  will 
have  a  better  chance  to  know  what 
your  child  is  seeing,  to  control  the 
number  of  programs  he  watches 
per  evening,  and  to  be  more  in 
touch  with  the  companions  who  will 
inevitably  want  to  listen  in  too.   But 


television  is  expensive.  Also,  there 
are  other  problems  to  solve  once 
the  set  is  under  your  own  roof. 

Another  angle  to  the  child  lis- 
tener problem  is  the  overstimula- 
tion, the  emotional  pulls  sometimes 
beyond  childhood  understanding,  the 
drabness  of  music  lesson  practice, 
homework,  or  even  other  creative 
hobbies  and  recreation.  One  in- 
telligent parent  had  the  television 
set  removed  from  his  home  a  few 
months  after  installing  it  simply 
because  he  found  his  little  girl  too 
distracted  by  the  overstimulation 
involved. 

Still  another  angle  is  the  possi- 
bility of  the  child's  appetite  for  the 
new  becoming  jaded.  True  it  is, 
when  the  novelty  wears  off  part  of 
your  problem  may  be  solved;  but 
some  of  the  wonder  about  life  may 
be  worn  off  too! 

So  we  suggest:  (1)  that  in  your 
own  home,  in  your  own  back  yard, 
and  in  family  trips  together  you  keep 
building  permanent  hobbies  and 
interests  that  have  their  own  long- 
time pull;  (2)  that  you  try,  with 
perhaps  a  group  of  other  parents,  to 
do  some  firsthand  observing  of  the 
programs  your  children  see,  evalu- 
ating the  quality;  (3)  that  you  at- 
tempt in  friendly  discussion  in  the 
family  to  decide  just  how  much  time 
per  day  can  go  into  television,  along 
with  the  other  duties  and  pleasures 
at  hand;  (4)  that  you  keep  watching 
for  articles  in  magazines  which 
evaluate  the  quality  of  programs, 
the  effect  on  children,  and  the  other 
possible  ways  of  coping  with  this 
new  situation. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


out  the  music  conference. 

The  resources  of  the  new 
Brethren  Hymnal  soon  became 
apparent  as  the  growing  congre- 
gation of  musicians  and  music 
lovers  sang  for  the  first  time 
many  of  the  new  as  well  as  some 
of  the  familiar  hymns  of  the 
church.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Alvin  Brightbill  the  group 
seemed  to  find  real  joy  in  dis- 
covering new  values  in  old 
hymns  and  old  values  in  new 
hymns. 

C.  Ernest  Davis  took  time  to 


explain  how  the  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee had  worked  in  selecting 
and  editing  the  hymns  for  the 
new  collection.  If  our  churches 
respond  as  spontaneously  as  did 
the  music  delegates  to  the  selec- 
tions from  the  new  hymnal, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  be 
readily  accepted  and  used. 

Serving  as  accompanist  and 
organist  throughout  the  confer- 
ence was  Ruth  Weybright  of 
the  Bridgewater  music  faculty. 


JULY    1,    1950 


15 


KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


There  will  be  no  issue  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  Aug.  5;  the  issues  of  July  22 
and  29  will  be  only  sixteen  pages  each.  If 
you  have  any  announcements  of  August  meet- 
ings, send  them  in  immediately. 

Order  for  materials  from  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House  should  be  sent  in  time  to  be  filled 
before  July  21. 


Marion  Smith  has  been  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Payette  church,  Idaho. 

Ordo  M.  Pletcher  should  be  addressed  at  R.  1,  Box 
134,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  until  the  last  of  August.  Will  his 
correspondents  please  note? 

Bro.  Emory  Kininer  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
on  Sunday,  June  4,  at  the  Lick  Creek  church.  He  is 
part-time  pastor  of  the  Hicksville  church,  Ohio. 

A  Pulpit  Commentary  is  wanted.  Have  you  a  used 
set  that  you  would  be  willing  to  sell  to  a  minister?  If 
you  have,  write  to  LeRoy  Plum,  Shady  Grove,  Pa. 

The  Methodist  commission  on  world  peace  is  seeking 
to  get  the  signatures  of  24,000  ministers  who  will  enroll 
themselves  in  a  campaign  for  universal  reduction  of 
armaments. 

The  National  Council  Against  Conscription,  directed 
by  John  M.  Swomley,  is  putting  on  an  intense  campaign 
against  renewing  the  draft  or  setting  up  universal  mili- 
tary conscription.  The  draft  comes  up  for  renewal  in 
June. 

The  International  Council  of  Religious  Education  has 
voted  to  become  a  part  of  the  emerging  National  Council 
of  Churches.  This  new  council  would  embody  most  of 
the  present  national  church  organizations  within  this 
country. 

The  National  Study  Conference  on  the  Church  and 
Economic  Life  held  in  Detroit  issued  a  plea  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  seek  to  discover  ways  to  prevent  the  use 
of  any  atomic  bombs  which  are  manufactured  in  this 
country. 

Twenty-nine  students  from  Mexico  were  brought  by 
our  State  Department  into  the  United  States  for  a  tour 
of  the  Eastern  and  Central  sections.  They  visited  in- 
dustrial plants  and  installations.  Other  students  will  be 
brought  later. 

The  European  Conference  of  Culture,  which  met  in 
Switzerland  recently,  asserted  that  "fear  begets  war." 
They  appealed  to  Europeans  and  people  everywhere 
to  refuse  to  believe  in  the  inevitability  of  war.  They 
went  on  to  say  that  the  problem  which  faces  us  today 
is  a  simple  one.  Europe  must  unite  and  become  one 
people  or  there  will  be  war.  Nationalism  must  be  over- 
come by  a  feeling  of  brotherhood  and  a  restoration  of  the 
dignity  of  man,  they  said. 
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Gale  D.  Crumrine  was  recently  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  the  Wabash  City  church,  Ind. 

Bernard  N.  King,  pastor  of  the  First  church,  York, 
Pa.,  will  broadcast  daily  during  the  week  beginning 
July  3.  The  time  is  9:00  a.m.,  and  the  station  is  WNOW 
(1250).  The  meditations  will  be  based  on  the  Book 
of  James. 

The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  is  calling  all  de- 
nominations to  remove  discrimination  and  segregation 
from  within  the  church.  The  Christian  church  can  have 
little  effect  upon  the  world  until  it  moves  in  this  direc- 
tion they  believe. 

Longmeadow  church,  Md.,  will  hold  its  rededication 
services  on  July  23  at  2:30  p.m.  (D.S.T.).  Paul  M. 
Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown  church,  will 
deliver  the  address.  Each  night  of  the  following  week 
there  will  be  services  by  various  pastors  of  the  district. 

At  the  missionary  conference  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa., 
a  proposal  was  sponsored  that  white  mission  boards  send 
more  Negro  missionaries  to  Africa.  It  is  believed  that 
Negro  missionaries  in  Africa  might  be  more  effective 
than  white  missionaries. 

In  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  five  clergymen,  drawn  from  the 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  faiths,  have 
comprised  themselves  into  a  marriage  council.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  county  superior  court  judge. 
They  will  attempt  to  check  the  alarming  divorce  rate. 

The  Quakers  are  pushing  steadily  for  a  healing  of  the 
rift  between  Russia  and  the  United  States.  Their  recent 
book,  The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  is  a 
statesmanlike  presentation  of  how  this  might  be  brought 
about.  It  is  sold  in  a  pamphlet  edition  for  twenty-five 
cents. 

Again  this  year  various  people,  who  have  conscien- 
tious feelings  against  the  tremendous  amount  of  our 
budget  which  is  being  spent  for  war,  are  withholding 
from  their  income  tax  the  percentages  which  are  used 
definitely  for  war  purposes.  The  rest  of  it  they  are 
paying. 

W.  A.  Visser  't  Hooft  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  says,  "Unity  is  no  luxury  but  of  the  substance 
of  the  church's  witness.  Christ  in  his  last  prayer,  and 
Paul's  affirmations  that  Jesus  died  to  gather  into  one 
all  the  children  of  God,  indicate  the  essential  unitary 
character  of  Christ's  body." 

The  York  County  Ministerial  Association  of  Penn- 
sylvania sent  a  request  to  the  city  of  York  to  open  the 
city  swimming  pool  for  all  the  people  of  York  regardless 
of  race,  color  or  creed  in  line  with  true  Americanism  and 
true  Christianity.  The  city  council  has  not  acted  upon 
it  favorably  as  yet,  but  the  ministerial  association  is  to 
be  praised  for  this  action. 

The  conscientious  objectors  of  World  War  I  who 
were  at  Camp  Meade  will  hold  their  annual  reunion 
on  Jftly  8  and  9.  The  place  will  be  Roop's  Pleasant 
Valley  camp  near  Westminster,  Md.;  this  camp  has 
overnight  accommodations  for  seventy-five.  Those  de- 
siring meals  and  a  night's  lodging  should  write  William. 
E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 


Theme  for   1950:    Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Beachdale  church.  Pa.,  will  have  a  home-coming 
service  on  Sunday,  July  23.  A.  J.  Replogle  is  the  pastor. 

La  Verne  College 

Seventy-seven  degrees  were  granted  at  the  fifty- 
eighth  annual  commencement  exercises  on  June  1. 
These  included  two  honorary  degrees  conferred  upon 
Dr.  Kevork  A.  Sarafian,  professor  of  education,  and  Dr. 
Clinton  C.  Trillingham,  superintendent  of  Los  Angeles 
County  schools,  who  was  the  commencement  speaker. 
Dr.  Sarafian  leaves  the  La  Verne  faculty  after  twenty- 
three  years  of  loyal  and  distinguished  service  to  the 
college. 

Elected  student  officers  for  next  year  include  Edward 
Dunahoo  of  Covina,  Calif.,  president;  Arlene  Johnson  of 
Live  Oak,  Calif.;  Barbara  Johnson  of  Oakland,  Calif.; 
Bill  Luckett  of  San  Fernando  Valley,  Calif.;  Ervin 
Harlacher  of  Grants  Pass,  Oregon;  and  Myrl  Rupel  of 
La  Verne. 

The  chapel  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Elias 
Brightbill,  was  heard  over  stations  of  the  western  divi- 
sion of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  on  Sunday 
evening,  April  16.  This  network  included  stations  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast  areas. 

The  college  provided  speakers  or  music  for  fifteen 
different  churches  on  National  Christian  College  Day, 
Sunday,  April  23.  These  included  ten  congregations  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  southern  California 
to  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  and  five  local  churches  of  other 
denominations. 

The  Khormann  male  quartet  of  La  Verne  College, 
consisting  of  Ralph  Click  of  Wenatchee,  Wash.;  Cliff 
Pence  of  Medford,  Oregon;  Wayne  Snell  of  La  Verne; 
and  Norman  Johnson  of  Modesto,  will  visit  summer 
camps  and  churches  in  northern  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington  during  July  and  August  and  will  be  avail- 
able for  music  and  worship  programs. 

A  Fifty  Club  has  recently  been  organized  among  the 
alumni  of  the  college.  The  purpose  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion is  to  create  and  maintain  greater  interest  in  the 
college  and  to  stimulate  financial  support  of  their  alma 
mater.  This  parallels  the  ideals  of  the  hundred  club 
formed  several  years  ago,  which  consists  of  more  than 
fifty  active  members.  The  new  organization  has  about 
thirty  members. 

Several  recent  graduates  are  distinguishing  them- 
selves in  the  service  of  the  church.  Vernard  Eller  ('49) 
has  been  selected  as  youth  editor  of  the  church  effective 
July  1,  1950;  Gerry  Pence  ('49)  and  Mrs.  Bernice  Brandt 
Pence  ('48)  will  sail  for  Europe  in  late  summer  to  serve 
in  Brethren  Service  in  Germany. 

McPherson  College 

The  sixty-second  annual  commencement  program 
was  held  May  29,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Harry 
K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  gave  the  address.  The  graduating  class 
of  1950  contained  seventy-eight  members.  The  following 
items  concerning  the  class  are  of  interest:  fifty-eight 
were  men  and  twenty  were  ladies;  thirty  were  veterans 
of  World  War  II;  thirty-five  were  married,  having  a 
total  of  twenty-two  children;  eight  were  ministers; 
there  were  four  married  couples,  two  were  grand- 
mothers, and  a  father  and  daughter  graduated  together. 
Two  Negroes,  one  Italian,  and  one  Samoan  represented 
the  first  from  those  groups  ever  to  graduate  from 
McPherson  College. 


Enrollment  for  summer  school  has  reached  177.  Of 
this  number  93  are  regular  college  students,  and  84 
are  unclassified. 

From  July  5  to  July  19  an  Institute  of  Human  Rela- 
tions will  be  held  at  McPherson  College  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Alphonse  Heningberg  of  New  York 
University. 

Several  members  of  the  faculty  will  attend  the 
Annual  Conference  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  James 
H.  Elrod  and  Earl  M.  Frantz  will  appear  on  the  program. 

A  gift  of  $10,000  from  J.  C.  Dell  of  Beatrice,  Nebr., 
and  also  a  gift  of  $2,000  from  E.  J.  Frantz  of  Conway 
Springs,  Kansas,  make  it  possible  for  an  addition  to 
the  Industrial  Arts  building  this  summer.  This  addition 
will  be  used  as  a  laboratory  for  the  rural  life  program. 

On  June  20  W.  W.  Peters  left  McPherson  for  New 
York,  where  he  boarded  a  plane  for  Vienna,  Austria, 
his  headquarters  during  his  three-year  assignment  as 
director  of  relief  and  rehabilitation  for  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission. 

A  civic  recognition  dinner,  honoring  W.  W.  Peters, 
and  sponsored  by  the  McPherson  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  various  civic  clubs  of  the  city,  was  served 
June  6  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  Honorable 
Homer  J.  Ferguson,  mayor  of  McPherson,  served  as 
toastmaster.  The  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered 
by  Raymond  R.  Peters.  Gifts  were  presented  by  the 
faculty  of  McPherson  College,  the  Rotary  Club  and 
the  citizens  of  McPherson. 

Woodford  W.  Peters  has  served  American  Education 
over  a  period  of  forty-three  years.  During  the  past 
nine  years,  including  the  perilous  years  of  World  War 
II,  he  has  very  faithfully  guided  the  destinies  of  Mc- 
Pherson College.  President  Peters  has  always  cham- 
pioned the  cause  of  the  underprivileged  and  the  mis- 
understood; he  is  a  man  of  broad  interests,  lofty  ideals, 
tireless  efforts,  challenging  example,  wise  counsel  and 
fruitful  leadership;  and  he  has  been  an  active  promoter 
of  peace,  temperance  and  goodwill.  In  appreciation 
of  nine  years  of  courageous  leadership  in  their  behalf, 
the  students  of  McPherson  College  affectionately  dedi- 
cated the  1950  edition  of  the  Quadrangle  to  President 
Peters. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings'? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  E.  S.  Rowland  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Bethany  church, 
Thornton,  W.  Va.,  July  31— Aug.  10. 

Bro.  Abram  Eshelman  of  West  Greentree,  Pa.,  in  the  Long 
Run  church,  Pa.,  July  16-30. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Hopewell 
church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  South  St.  Joseph 
church,  Mo. 

Eleven  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Pontiac 
church,  Mich. 

One  baptized,  one  received  by  letter,  and  two  received  by  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif. 

Calendar  for  July  2 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jacob,  a  Man  of  Striking  Contrasts. — 
Gen.  25:27-34;  27—29;  32:1—33:16;  35:1-15;  37:29-36;  46:1,  29-34; 
47:  1-10.  Memory  Selection:  Behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and  will 
keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  goest.    Gen.  28:  15. 

CBYF  Topic  for  July,  Nature  Declares  His  Glory. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


The  Christian  Church  Must  Continue  to  Help 


I  WELCOME  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  report  on  my  trip  before 
I  have  had  sufficient  opportunity 
to  reflect  upon  it  in  detail.  The 
entire  and  detailed  picture  presents 
so  many  facets  and  phases  that  one 
cannot  begin  to  cover  all  of  them 
or  put  them  in  their  proper  place. 
But  I  think  there  is  something  to 
be  said  in  favor  of  those  immediate 
impressions  that  seem  to  be  the 
lasting  impressions.  I  would  like 
first  of  all  to  share  with  you  some 
of  the  changes  that  I  have  noted 
since  my  visit  two  and  a  half  years 
ago. 

First,  a  new  appreciation  of  the 
contribution  Church  World  Service 
is  making  to  the  total  church  pro- 
gram in  Europe.  Two  and  a  half 
years  ago  many  church  people  had 
to  be  told  what  the  name  of  Church 
World  Service  represents.  That  is 
certainly  not  the  case  today.  I  am 
convinced  that  Church  World  Serv- 
ice is  a  name  we  ought  to  think 
about  as  an  important  name  in  the 
future  as  it  relates  itself  to  the 
work  of  the  Christian  church  in 
other  countries.  I  think  that,  if  it 
has  meant  anything  at  all  to  the 
people  of  Europe,  Church  World 
Service  has  stood  for  a  certain  wit- 
nessing to  a  Christian  faith  in  which 


Excerpts  from  a  report  by  Dr.   Henry   C. 

Koch,  Church  World  Service,  on  his  recent 

visit  to  Europe 


the  Protestant  communions  were 
united.  I  think  it  is  important  not 
only  for  ourselves  as  member  bodies 
of  the  churches  in  America,  but  for 
the  people  of  Europe  that  something 
which  has  come  to  mean  a  significant 
contribution  to  their  religious  life  be 
seriously  thought  of  as  an  important 
factor  in  the  future. 

The  second  change  I  would  like  to 
indicate  is  a  change  in  the  need 
among  the  people.  I  have  a  feeling 
that  you  are  going  to  anticipate  my 
saying  that  that  change  is  a  change 
from  material  needs  to  a  more  spir- 
itual need.  You  have  heard  it  said 
that  the  need  for  food  and  for  cloth- 
ing and  for  medicaments  is  not  so 
great  as  it  was  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  I  would  like  to  underscore  the 
continuing  need  for  these  contributed 
supplies,  in  the  first  place,  because 
of  the  fact  that  the  large  refugee 
program  and  the  unfinished  dis- 
placed persons  program  still  require 
our  assistance  on  that  level.  I 
have  seen  some  very  hungry  looking 
little  children. 

That  is  not  only  true  of  the  refu- 
gee situation  in  Germany  but  it  is 


Church  World  Serv- 
ice  supplies  are 
shipped  from  Breth- 
ren Service  centers 
at  Nappanee  and 
New  Windsor.  The 
Church  oi  the  Breth- 
ren recognizes  the 
importance  oi  close 
co-operation  with 
other  churches  in 
helping  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  world 
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certainly  true  of  the  situation  in 
Greece.  If  the  experiences  of  last 
winter  do  not  repeat  themselves,  it 
is  very  likely  that  the  guerilla  war- 
fare is  almost  over.  But  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  Greek  villages 
have  been  deserted,  the  poorly  con- 
structed houses  have  been  largely 
destroyed,  the  people  have  fled  to 
other  villages  which  are  equally  as 
inadequate  and  where  they  seek 
some  kind  of  shelter  for  the  im- 
pending winter  months,  and  where 
they  are  waiting  to  return  to  their 
own  villages  while  the  reconstruction 
goes  on.  I  had  occasion  to  accom- 
pany the  Congregational  Christian 
team  of  relief  workers  in  making 
a  distribution  of  clothing  outside 
of  Salonika,  within  some  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  of  the  border.  All 
through  that  area  people  were  either 
still  out  of  their  villages  or  were 
beginning  to  move  back.  Every- 
where was  this  cry  for  clothing,  and 
when  we  inquired  about  the  food 
situation  we  were  told  that  they 
were  given  an  allowance  of  $3  per 
month  on  which  to  live.  Personally 
I  believe  that  we  ought  to  give  all 
the  support  we  possibly  can  through 
a  contributed  supplies  program  for 
Greece  these  coming  months. 

The  same  could  be  said  for  Italy; 
certainly  the  same  could  be  said  for 
Austria.  A  peculiar  situation  in 
Austria  is  that  unless  voluntary 
agencies  bring  relief  to  the  refugees 
who  continue  to  come  over  the  bor- 
der into  Austria,  they  have  no  place 
to  turn.  It  takes  thirty  days  to 
establish  their  residence  in  Austria 
after  which  they  will  receive  some 
consideration  from  community  agen- 
cies, none  of  which,  of  course,  is 
adequate.  So  I  would  like  to  under- 
score the  tremendous  need  for  con- 
tributed supplies.  Despite  that  fact, 
I  think  I  have  noticed  a  real  change 
in  the  character  of  the  need  among 
the  people  of  Europe. 

A  new  mood  is  coming  over  all 
the  European  countries.  The  Ger- 
man people  know  they  have  a  long 
hard  road  to  go.  I  confirmed  a 
young  girl  in  my  church  in  Ken- 
tucky who  now  lives  in  Germany. 
She  is  married  and  has  a  child.    I 


This  German  has 
been  fortunate 
enough  to  build  a 
home  from  some  of 
the  rubble  of  the 
city  of  Stuttgart. 
While  facing  the 
hard  reality  of  the 
future,  the  people 
are  helping  them- 
selves in  spite  of 
the  many  difficul- 
ties they  find  facing 
them 


visited  her  one  night  and  asked, 
"How  do  you  feel  about  the  future?" 
She  said,  "We  feel  much  better  than 
we  did  before  the  currency  reform, 
but  it  is  a  very  sobering  thing  to 
realize  that  it  is  going  to  be  years 
and  years  before  we  can  have  the 
things  we  would  like  to  have."  I 
think  we  ought  to  say  something  to 
the  American  people  about  the  fact 
that  manufactured  goods  are  not  be- 
ing consumed  or  bought  by  the  Ger- 
man people.  Obviously  they  have 
to  export  as  much  as  possible  to 
create  foreign  credit  in  Germany, 
and  it  will  be  many  years  before  the 
German  people  will  be  able  to  buy 
the  things  which  they  are  making. 

So  the  second  change  I  have  noted 
is  a  change  in  facing  reality.  These 
people  are  facing  hard  reality  and 
know  there  is  no  hope  for  a  change. 
And  to  that  situation  the  church 
must  speak  as  never  before.  In 
many  areas  the  church  is  speaking 
to  that  situation,  but  it  needs  help 
at  many  points  and  above  all  it 
needs  help  from  the  standpoint  of 
being  able  to  say  to  the  people  of 
its  parishes  that  Christian  friends  in 
other  countries  are  sharing  not  only 
material  gifts  but  a  Christian  faith. 

I  think  that  the  Christian  churches 
of  America  need  to  get  actively  into 
a  program  that  looks  toward  a  fuller 
and  more  adequate  church  life  in 
Europe.  I  am  very  eager  that 
Church  World  Service  participate  in 
a  larger  way  than  ever  before  in 
the  program  in  Europe. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  must  first 
of  all  complete  the  program  of  re- 
settling the  displaced  persons,  and 
that  is  by  no  means  assured  at  the 
present  level  of  assurances  that  come 
in  and  processing  that  is  taking 
place  in  Europe.  Everywhere  I 
found  people  who  are  overworked, 
departments    that    are   understaffed 


and  a  terrific  task  in  carrying 
through  this  incompleted  DP  pro- 
gram. One  thing  I  feel  we  ought  to 
realize  in  Church  World  Service, 
and  our  American  people  ought  to 
realize  as  they  contribute  toward 
the  DP  program,  is  that  it  is  more 
than  a  program  of  emigration  and 
resettlement — it  is  essentially  a  pro- 
gram of  Christian  ministry  to  people 
who  stand  in  need  of  Christian 
fellowship. 

Then  there  are  those  displaced 
persons  who  cannot  be  resettled  for 
various  reasons  and  must  be  inte- 
grated into  the  German  church  and 
the  life  of  the  German  community. 
We  were  very  much  heartened  by 
statements  from  German  church 
leaders  that  it  was  high  time  the 
German  church  accepted  the  respon- 
sibility to  provide  adequate  care  for 
the  DP  "hard  core." 

At  this  point  of  the  long-term 
program  for  the  DP's  we  move  into 
the  larger  refugee  program  which  is 
'identified  with  it.  As  this  is  de- 
cidedly a  German  church  program, 
we  are  thrown  into  a  position  where 
we  have  to  work  out  our  plans  with 
the  German  church.  It  has  been  said 
in  many  places  that  the  German 
people  have  not  welcomed  the  ref- 
ugees. This  is  not  hard  to  under- 
stand when  in  many  communities 
over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  people  are 
refugees.  The  German  government 
is  facing  earnestly  and  sincerely  the 
problem  of  how  to  meet  the  needs 
of  these  people.  The  church  must 
help  in  the  spiritual  rehabilitation 
and  integration  of  this  work,  with 
material  relief  and  welfare  in  camps, 
in  the  care  of  apprentice  youth, 
with  vocational  guidance  and  in  giv- 
ing publicity  to  the  refugee  situa- 
tion. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  I  think 
it  is  important  the  Christian  church 


undertake  the  task  of  interpreting 
world  needs  in  the  light  of  Chris- 
tian conscience  and  conviction,  and 
not  only  interpreting  those  needs 
in  terms  of  physical  or  spiritual 
needs,  but  in  terms  of  world  crisis. 
Many  people  are  asking:  "Why  do 
we  still  need  to  give  food  and  help 
to  these  war-torn  countries?  It  has 
been  a  long  time  since  the  end  of 
the  war  and  these  people  can  find 
ways  to  help  themselves."  I  believe 
that  now,  as  never  before,  has  come 
the  time  when  the  Christian  church 
can  approach  the  task  of  speaking 
to  the  American  people  about  the 
deep  underlying  causes  that  have 
made  for  a  world  of  suffering  and 
misery.  We  are  failing  our  Christ 
and  our  Lord  if  we  do  not  take  this 
opportunity  to  say  a  strong  and  ef- 
fective word  on  behalf  of  the  re- 
demption that  alone  can  bring  peace 
to  the  world.  To  do  that,  we  cer- 
tainly have  to  find  greater  unity 
among  ourselves.  Increasingly  we 
must  move  together  and  I  believe 
that  we  are  on  the  road  to  it. 

Notes  .   .   . 

The  material  aid  department  at 
New  Windsor  reports  a  total  de- 
crease of  fifty-two  per  cent  in  con- 
tributed materials  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1950  under  the  same 
period  of  1949. 

The  largest  displaced  persons  fam- 
ily yet  to  come  to  the  Brethren  is 
the  Hrab  family  of  seven  children 
and  parents,  who  are  now  working 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Sayer  of 
Lake  Odessa,  Mich. 

Austrian  hatcheries,  which  re- 
ceived chicks  flown  from  America, 
contribute  an  equal  number  of  off- 
springs for  further  distribution. 
During  April  seven  hatcheries 
shipped  830  chicks  according  to 
agreement  plus  a  contribution  of 
510  to  the  various  4-H  Clubs  in 
the  U.  S.  zone  of  Austria.  They 
were  distributed  among  a  small 
portion  of  the  club  members,  both 
boys  and  girls,  to  be  raised  as  their 
respective  4-H  projects.  These 
chicks  have  been  of  value  to  the 
clubs  far  beyond  their  intrinsic 
worth  in  that  the  interest  they 
arouse  gives  impetus  to  the  club 
idea  as  it  struggles  for  a  foothold  in 
the  life  of  Austria's  rural  youth. 

Can  you  top  this?  A  good  woman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  made  more 
than  165  comforters  for  relief.  She 
is  to  be  commended  for  the  invalu- 
able service  she  has  rendered  her 
fellow  men. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


THERE  was  a  day  when  home 
missions  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  nourished  by  the 
"swarming"  process.  A  group  of 
consecrated  individuals  would  vol- 
unteer for  service  in  an  outlying 
Sunday  school  or  preaching  point 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  local 
church.  Many  of  the  existing 
churches  on  the  Pacific  Coast  were 
established  that  way.  Sometimes  a 
group  of  Brethren  having  settled 
in  a  new  community  would  begin 
a  church  activity.  Many  churches 
were  established  by  colonization. 

The  thriving  San  Fernando  Valley 
church  in  Southern  California  de- 
veloped out  of  a  combination  of 
these  two  processes.  A  few  fami- 
lies, having  membership  in  the  Glen- 
dale  congregation  and  residing  in 
a  growing  community  some  twelve 
to  fourteen  miles  distant,  felt  the 
need  for  closer  fellowship  and  rec- 
ognized the  potential  possibilities  for 
building  a  new  congregation.  With 
the  assistance  of  several  local 
church  leaders,  the  district,  and  the 
Brotherhood,  this  new  congregation 
organized  in  1945  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  over  100  and  with  one 
other  denomination  is  attempting  to 
serve  the  families  in  2,000  new 
homes  recently  completed.  This 
church  evidences  a  steady  and  con- 
sistent growth. 

Another  example  of  local  church 
activity  is  the  Modesto  congregation 
in  Northern  California  in  establish- 
ing the  South  Modesto  Community 
church  project.  This  enterprise  is 
located  in  the  midst  of  a  group  of 
San  Joaquin  valley  migrant  workers 
and  other  low  income  families  who 
built  small  modest  homes  in  this 
suburban  community.  The  effort  be- 
gan in  1947  with  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  a  devoted  layman 
and  his  Sunday-school  class  to 
minister  in  a  practical  way  to 
needy  people.  Christmas  baskets 
were  distributed.  Relief  in  one  form 
or  another  continued.  Later  with 
the  backing  of  the  entire  congrega- 
tion a  few  lots  were  purchased  and 
a  recreation  program  for  children 
and  youth  was  begun.  The  need  for 
some  kind  of  building  was  met  by 
the  purchase  of  an  abandoned 
church  house  which  was  moved  onto 


the  lots.  Soon  a  Sunday  school  was 
started.  This  now  has  an  average 
attendance  of  97.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission full  -  time  leadership  was 
secured  and  Brother  and  Sister  Eu- 
gene Palsgrove  are  still  working  in 
the  project.    Preaching  services  are 


held  regularly  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  fifty.  Several  have  been 
baptized. 

A  community  a  cappella  choir 
was  organized.  There  is  a  boys' 
club,  a  garden  club,  a  community 
ladies'  aid,  and  other  groups  making 
use  of  the  "community  center."  The 
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This  is  a  picture  of  the  area  in  which  San  Fernando  Valley  church 
was  planted.  The  insert  shows  the  first  building  that  was  used  tem- 
porarily for  worship.  Since  the  picture  was  taken  a  new  sanctuary 
has  been  built  to  meet  the  need.  It  was  dedicated  in  May  of  this  year. 


youth  have  been  organized  into  sev- 
eral recreational  teams  which  com- 
pete with  Y.M.C.A.  and  other  church 
groups  on  a  lighted  field  under  su- 
pervision. Some  relief  work — dis- 
tribution of  food  and  clothing — is 
still  carried  on.  Through  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission and  the  Ministry  and  Home 
Mission  Commission  and  consider- 
able volunteer  labor,  a  parsonage 
has  been  made  available.  Many, 
many  hours  of  volunteer  service  in 
various  ways  have  been  given  by 
members  of  the  Modesto  congrega- 
tion. Here  Brethrenism  at  work  has 
been  demonstrated.  This  is  a  good 
example  of  a  combined  mission  and 
service  project.  The  consecrated  de- 
votion to  the  Christian  testimony  of 
a  few  loyal,  spiritually  minded  souls 
can  inspire  a  congregation  to  stretch 
itself  for  God  and  needy  people. 

The  desire  for  a  more  effective 
ministry  has  stimulated  many  con- 
gregations to  change  locations  and 
build  in  new  communities  where 
there  is  no  spiritual  ministry.  These 
efforts  have  been  facilitated  here 
and  there  in  the  Far  West  where 
population  increases  are  phenomenal 
and  home  building  projects  are  nu- 
merous. In  the  Pacific  Coast  Region 
no  less  than  nine  congregations  have 
changed  locations  in  recent  years  or 
have  plans  to  do  so.  Many  new 
church  plants  have  been  built  in 
new  communities.  Others  are  con- 
templated. All  of  this  represents  a 
desire  to  overflow  and  buy  up  the 
opportunities  for  a  larger  witness. 
Within  the  past  five  years  ten  new 
congregations  have  been  formed  in 
the  Pacific  Coast  Region.  The  for- 
mation of  others  is  under  contem- 
plation by  the  district  boards. 

Many  new  situations  are  encoun- 
tered and  new  procedures  are  neces- 
sary in  home  mission  efforts  today. 
The  Brethren  have  had  to  readjust 
their  thinking  and  their  approach  in 
attempting  to  meet  these  new  re- 
sponsibilities. The  principle  of  com- 
ity is  now  operative  in  all  states  of 
.the  Pacific  Coast  Region  and  in 
lany  of  the  counties.  This  means 
that  through  denominational  co-op- 
sration  allocations  of  territory  for 
lew  churches  are  assigned  by  com- 
•mon  agreement,  and  for  the  most 
part  these  allocations  are  respected 
'by  the  other  denominations.  This 
•prevents  possible  overlapping  of 
territory  and  insures  the  interest  of 
all  groups  in  the  common  task.  This 
■united  co-operative  effort  in  church 
■  extension  strengthens  the  total 
"Protestant  witness. 

In  observing  the  newer  churches 
tin  t their    growth,    several    common 


characteristics  are  noted.  In  the 
building  of  the  church  fellowship, 
recognition  is  given  to  those  of  other 
denominational  backgrounds.  More 
and  more  they  are  coming  to  unite 
with  the  new  congregation  on  pres- 
entation of  a  certificate  of  member- 
ship and  a  reaffirmation  of  faith. 
It  has  been  difficult  for  some  Breth- 
ren to  adjust  to  this  procedure,  and 
Brethren  conservatism  has  prevent- 
ed an  effective  ministry  in  some 
instances.  One  of  our  churches  re- 
cently sold  its  church  building  and 
contemplates  erecting  a  new  church 
plant  in  a  new  community.  They 
feel  there  is  no  longer  a  field  in 
the  old  location.  One  of  the  church 
leaders  when  asked  how  it  happened 
that  the  congregation  agreed  to  re- 
ceive into  full  fellowship  those  from 
other  denominations  replied:  "Well, 
we  feel  we  must  do  it  if  we  are 
going  to  minister  effectively  to  the 
people  in  this  new  community." 
Where  this  policy  is  operative  and 
congregations  are  built  up  it  is  at 
no  sacrifice  of  Brethren  principles 
or  doctrines. 

We  also  find  that  the  old  Breth- 
ren characteristic  of  fellowship  and 
friendliness  is  much  in  place  in 
these  newer  communities.  Mission 
pastors  and  others  report  that  they 
place  considerable  emphasis  on  fel- 
lowship. One  congregation  is  or- 
ganized to  serve  doughnuts  and 
coffee  in  the  social  room  immedi- 
ately following  the  morning  service. 
This  has  proved  to  be  a  means  of 
stimulating  a  friendly  feeling  among 
visitors,  and  this  kind  of  informal 
fellowship  is  winning  friends  and 
members  to  the  church. 

Fellowship  dinners  are  frequent 
in  those  churches  that  are  growing, 
and  church  factions  and  cliques  are 
at  a  minimum.  Many  of  our  older 
churches  might  be  revived  and 
strengthened  through  such  a  pro- 
gram. 

It  has  been  observed  that  pastors 
who  are  succeeding  in  building 
strong  congregations  place  a  good 
deal  of  emphasis  on  keeping  the 
members  busy.  Special  effort  is  giv- 
en to  seeing  that  every  new  mem- 
ber is  provided  with  some  task  or 
responsibility.  In  some  instances, 
friends  in  the  community,  not  yet 
members,  are  invited  to  sit  on 
church  committees  and  boards.  Ex- 
perience has  proved  the  wisdom  of 
this,  for  invariably  those  who  are 
willing  to  serve  thus  soon  request 
church  membership. 

Persistent  and  continued  contact 
with  the  homes  in  the  community 
pays  dividends.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  all  successful  mission  pas- 


tors. The  visiting  pastor  is  the  suc- 
cessful pastor.  Regular  friendly 
pastoral  letters  to  all  families  in 
the  community  have  also  proved 
valuable  in  creating  and  maintain- 
ing interest. 

Finally,  the  real  purpose  of  the 
church  is  kept  in  mind — the  evan- 
gelization of  the  community.  The 
churches  which  have  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  their  outreach  are  those 
which  are  organized  for  a  definite 
continuous  program  of  evangelism. 
Family  visitation  has  borne  results. 
Frequent  "membership  days"  or  oc- 
casions for  public  confession  and  in- 
gathering are  kept  before  the  people. 
Folks  in  the  community  are  gener- 
ally responsive  to  these  efforts  of  the 
church  and  come  to  confess  Christ 
and  unite  with  the  church  fellow- 
ship. Thus  the  real  purpose  of  the 
church  is  recognized  and  respected. 
No  church,  new  or  old,  should  neg- 
lect to  bear  a  constant  testimony  to 
Christ  and  his  way  of  life. 

Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Monument  Erected  to  Brethren 
Pioneer  Families 

Rarely  do  men  build  monuments 
or  inscribe  tablets  commemorating 
the  lives  and  achievements  of  the 
men  of  God.  There  are  probably 
more  monuments  dedicated  to  the 
heroes  of  one  war  than  to  the  he- 
roes of  the  faith  of  all  time.  Yet 
the  greatness  of  our  own  land  is 
traceable  to  the  religious  beliefs  of 
our  fathers  rather  than  to  their 
brilliance  in  battle. 

It  is  both  unique  and  spiritually 
refreshing,  therefore,  to  find  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Alleghenies,  in  a 
quiet  pastoral  setting  a  monument 
with  this  inscription: 

'To  the  glory  of  God  and  in  lov- 
ing remembrance  of  Frederick  Claar, 
Christina  Walter  Claar — located  in 
this  valley  in  the  year  1800 — found- 
ers of  the  Claar  congregation, 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  This  monu- 
ment marks  the  spot  of  the  original 
house  of  worship.  Erected  by  the 
Claar  -  Walter  Reunion  Association, 
dedicated  August   28,   1949. 

The  monument,  constructed  of 
native  sandstone  and  fashioned  like 
a  pulpit,  faces  the  present  church 
building  and  the  roadway  leading 
to  the  church.  The  great  stone 
Bible  which  lies  open  on  the  pulpit 
speaks  its  silent,  yet  solemn  testi- 
Continued   on  page  25 
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Three  carts  used  by  touring  mis- 
sionaries ready  to  move  on  to 
another  village  for  more  meetings 


Ruth  F.  Brooks 

Vyara,  India 


Christ  Penetrating  the  Jungle 


WE  WISH  you  could  have 
climbed  into  our  British  jeep 
and  have  come  with  us  on 
a  tour  of  the  villages  we  have  just 
completed.  A  new  church  is  being 
organized  in  this  area  where 
approximately  one  third  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  member- 
ship in  India  reside.  We  were 
headed  for  the  proposed  center  and 
on  the  way  visited  two  village 
schools  which  have  been  active  over 
a  long  period  of  years. 

In  the  late  rays  of  the  sunset  we 
drew  up  at  the  third  school,  the  pro- 
posed church  center.  A  fence  of 
green  shrubbery,  shoulder-high,  en- 
closed the  schoolyard.  Pink  and 
white  flowers  bloomed  all  around 
the  yard  at  the  foot  of  the  shrubbery, 
and  a  few  papaya  trees  loaded  with 
fruit  stood  at  the  side.  The  master 
and  his  wife  are  recent  graduates  of 
our  Brethren  Bible  School  and  are 
enthusiastic  in  their  work.  After  a 
picnic  supper  which  we  had  brought 
with  us,  the  evening  meeting  began. 
Groups  of  grownups  and  children 
filled  the  schoolhouse  porch  and 
spilled  into  the  yard,   squatting  on 
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the  ground.  Rousing  Christian  songs 
with  accompanying  drum  beats  were 
sung.  A  "good  news"  sermon  fol- 
lowed with  some  witnessing  from 
former  boarding  school  boys  who 
are  now  men  with  families.  Some 
have  converted  their  relatives  to 
Christ.  After  this,  we  visited  with 
several  leading  Christians,  some  of 
whom  had  walked  nine  miles  to  the 
evening  service.  It  was  11:30  by  the 
time  we  got  to  our  camp  cots  for  a 
night  of  rest. 

After  morning  worship  and  break- 
fast we  were  off  to  a  village  to 
confer  with  their  leaders  about  re- 
locating the  mission  school.  During 
four  months  of  the  rains  a  raging 
torrent  cuts  the  village  in  two,  and 
the  section  sending  most  of  the 
children  wants  the  school  located 
for  their  advantage.  But  there  is  no 
well  in  that  section.  The  people 
use  river  water.  So  it  was  decided 
that  when  a  well  is  dug  the  school 
can  move  to  the  more  populous  sec- 
tion. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  off 
through  the  rolling  land  and  wooded 
valleys.  One  road  was  too  deeply 
rutted  for  even  the  jeep  to  climb; 
so  back  we  went  by  another  route. 


We  met  several  strings  of  carts 
hauling  great  debarked  logs  or  long 
green  bamboo  poles  which  extend 
ten  feet  beyond  the  cart  end.  Some- 
times the  bullocks,  frightened  at  the 
motor,  swung  suddenly  and  the  cart 
ends  had  to  be  dodged.  So  far  we 
have  not  actually  been  hit. 

By  midafternoon  we  arrived  at 
a  substantial  Indian  home.  The 
family  was  busy  on  the  threshing 
floor  but  all  came  except  the  mother 
who  stood  guard.  Harlan  turned  on 
our  Zenith  radio  while  we  washed 
up  with  water  brought  in  shining 
brass  vessels.  Our  Indian  helpers 
drank  eagerly  while  we  got  our 
boiled  water  from  our  "woodland 
picnic  jug."  Then  we  held  a  short 
service;  songs  were  sung,  verses 
like  John  3:  16  were  given  and 
several  prayers  were  offered.  A 
crowd  had  gathered  and  they  heard 
a  brief  message  on  our  stewardship 
of  God's  gifts.  The  head  of  this 
house  was  a  former  boarding  school 
boy,  a  Christian,  and  patel  (head 
man)  of  his  village. 

On  we  went  to  a  town  which 
sprawls  around  crossroads  in  the 
jungle.  Government  officers  have 
their     rest     houses     there.      "Rest 


houses"  are  fairly  substantial  rooms 
built  for  overnight  or  longer  camp- 
ing. As  the  weather  gets  hotter  we 
appreciate  these  instead  of  our  tent 
on  tour.  As  we  passed  one  such 
house,  a  clerk  came  out  and  hailed 
us.  We  stopped  and  went  in  to  find 
that  his  superior  had  malaria  fever 
and  they  wanted  some  medicine.  So 
out  came  the  medical  kit  and  both 
men  bought  some  Paludrin  pills, 
which  we  have  found  very  effective. 
Some  sweet-scented  flowers  from  the 


trees  and  shrubs  of  the  garden  were 
presented  to  us. 

We  were  hailed  again  in  passing 
a  logging  camp.  This  time  we  met 
a  group  of  eight  Christians  who  are 
organized  for  hiring  cartmen  during 
the  logging  season.  They  farm  during 
the  farming  season.  They  insisted 
that  we  stop  for  a  cup  of  tea.  These 
lads  have  been  in  our  boarding 
school.  We  had  a  short  prayer  serv- 
ice with  them.  As  we  left  we  invited 
them  to  a  refresher  course  for  former 


boarding    school    boys    to    be    held 
during  a  slack  season. 

Now  to  our  objective  for  this  trip, 
the  home  of  a  fine,  upstanding 
Christian  lad  of  Vyara  and  Ankles- 
var  boarding  schools.  He  is  the  only 
Christian  in  his  village  and  it  is  a 
village  where  no  missionary  had 
ever  been.  His  home  is  a  substantial 
one  and  his  family  is  thrifty  and 
industrious.  After  our  camp  cots 
were  in  place  and  the  evening  meal 
was   over,    we   were   ready   for   the 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again  is  more  than  the  title  of  a  series  beginning  in  this 
section;  rather  it  is  the  deep  conviction  of  these  and  other  ministers  who  have  lived  and  served  in  the 
comprehensive  ministry  of  the  local  parish  that  the  parish  ministry  is  worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  strong 
men.  The  parish  minister  functions  as  pastor,  educator,  evangelist,  community  leader,  preacher,  ad- 
ministrator and  even  handyman!     He  is  "all  things  to  all  men." 


TO  THE  best  of  my  recollection 
I  do  not  remember  the  time 
when  I  did  not  expect  to  be 
a  minister.  Other  options  were  al- 
ways present — a  bent  toward  archi- 
tecture and  a  knack  of  doing  things 
with  the  hands.  But  these  never 
seemed  to  be  more  than  the  extra- 
curricular interests — that  which  pro- 
vided visible  results  to  compensate 
for  a  work  whose  achievements  are 
often  intangible  and  usually  unseen. 
From  the  earliest  hour  until  now 
there  never  seemed  to  be  a  serious 
vocational  contender  to  the  ministry 
as  the  object  of  my  utmost  energy 

Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr. 

McPherson,  Kansas 


and  supreme  devotion.  I  was  prob- 
ably not  a  "born  minister"  but  I 
seem  to  have  been  born  to  be  one. 

That  is  how  my  lifework  came 
into  being.  The  stream  of  the  par- 
ish ministry  was  flowing  quietly  so 
far  back  in  unknown  childhood  that 
its  source  has  never  been  discovered. 
I  am  sure  that  there  was  a  thorough 
and  intense  cultivation  by  my  par- 
ents of  any  stray  idea  or  chance 
interest  which  might  grow  into 
the  Christian  ministry.  Thus  an 
amazing  number  of  apparently  co- 
incidental experiences  became  an 
unconscious  preparation  for  my 
work,  so  unique  that  in  retrospect 
they  seem  miraculous. 

The  climax  came  quickly  when  a 
minister,  wise  in  the  ways  of  col- 
lege kids,  thumped  me  on  the  back 
one  day  and  said,  "Red,  we're  going 
to  make  a  preacher  out  of  you." 
That  was  all.  No  Gothic  arch  in  his 
voice  to  frighten  in  its  awe.  No 
solemn  fanfare  to  make  the  decision 
seem  unreal.  It  was  just  a  man- 
to-man,  down-to-earth,  real-as-life, 
matter-of-fact  statement,  which 
breathed  the  conviction  that  here 
was  Life  calling  to  life  at  its  deep 
water  fount.  "God  moves  in  mys- 
terious ways  .  .  ." 

The  ordination  was  quickly  ac- 
complished. In  an  unlikely  step 
the  first  and  second  degrees  (as  they 
were    called)    were    affixed    at    the 


same  time  in  a  single  laying  on  of 
hands.  Such  confidence!  Either  they 
were  surer  of  me  than  they  had  any 
cause  to  be  or  they  were  mighty 
careless,  but  their  enthusiasm  and 
unqualified  endorsement  was  a  nev- 
er-to-be-forgotten encouragement. 

I  now  look  back  on  the  fifteen 
years  which  have  rushed  swiftly 
by  since  I  springboarded  into  the 
parish  ministry  that  first  day  of 
April.  I  recall  vividly  a  day  of 
incomparable  beauty  and  adventure 
when  as  a  boy  I  walked  down  an 
unknown  country  path,  the  air  alive 
with  excitement,  to  catch  a  glimpse 
of  a  little  church  nestled  in  a  wooded 
spot  where  I  was  to  hold  my  first 
"meeting" — a  two  weeks'  stand.  I 
discovered  with  some  little  shock 
that  the  people  were  not  like  those 
I  had  known  in  the  city  as  a  lad. 
They  walked  an  average  of  two 
miles  to  get  to  church,  carrying  their 
lanterns  which  lighted  the  meeting- 
house, and  they  wanted  a  sermon 
long  enough  to  be  worth  walking 
that  far  for! 

Then  a  summer  pastorate  in  a 
railroad  town.  I  knew  what  work 
was,  for  we  were  taught  the  virtue 
of  hard  work  in  our  home.  But  in 
the  pastorate  all  things  are  different 
and  many  of  the  things  we  "know" 
Continued   on  page  24 
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meeting  under  the  cool  night  sky 
and  the  autumn  moon.  This  area  is 
sparsely  populated  but  people  began 
coming  across  fields  and  by  cart 
tracks,  until  there  were  over  200 
present.  A  group  of  schoolboys  and 
their  master  had  walked  ten  miles 
through  the  hot  afternoon  sun  to 
join  in  the  evening  meetings.  They 
brought  their  own  grain  rations 
so  as  to  bring  no  hardship  on  the 
non-Christian  family.  The  Zenith 
radio  attracted  the  crowd.  The 
singing,  Scripture  reading  and  per- 
sonal testimony  of  our  group  in- 
terested the  crowd  till  late,  for 
there  were  pictures  too  on  the  life 
of  Christ. 

The  next  morning  the  schoolboys 
offered  to  help  in  the  farm  work. 
It  was  such  a  new  idea  that  the 
father  chuckled  till  his  weather- 
beaten  face  was  all  lined!  And  they 
did  accept  some  help.  I  sat  down  on 
the  floor  with  the  women  and  helped 
them  grind  their  grain  on  the  hand- 
turned  stone  mill.  There  was  quite 
a  bit  of  laughter  among  us.  Then  I 
withdrew  to  a  quiet  spot  for  some 
reading.  Shyly  the  women  and 
children  came  about  showing  cuts, 
bruises  or  sores  and  telling  their 
troubles.  Out  came  the  medical  kit 
again  and  we  did  a  fairly  brisk 
business  in  salves  and  pills  for 
fever  until  time  for  the  evening 
meeting.  It  was  on  the  same  pattern 
as  the  first  meeting,  but  with  a 
larger  attendance  and  one  big  new 
feature. 

Dhanji,  the  young  Christian  lad, 
is  teaching  reading  to  the  young 
men  of  the  village  free  of  charge 
in  evening  classes.  They  had 
learned  some  Christian  songs.  He 
wanted  them  to  see  some  trained 
"standing  worship."  In  this  the 
men  stand  and  move  rhythmically  in 
a  circle.  Clapping  their  hands  or 
using  cymbals,  bending  and  turning 
they  sing  as  many  as  forty  verses 
of  song.  They  can  sing  all  night.  So 
the  Christians  sang  for  the  class  and 
the  audience.  After  the  benediction, 
the  villagers  started  homeward. 
How  many  had  "good  soil,"  how 
many  "rocky  soil"?  Only  God 
knows.  Will  you  pray  with  us  for 
Dhanji  to  win  his  relatives  and 
friends  in  the  village.  Pray  for  the 
Christian  lads  to  be  true  Christians 
in  their  dealings  with  the  non-Chris- 
tian loggers,  for  the  headman  of  his 
village  to  bring  his  whole  family 
to  Christ  and  be  a  light  to  his 
villagers,  and  pray  for  the  school- 
boys and  masters  to  keep  to  their 
best  as  Christians. 
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I  Would  Choose 
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must  be  experienced  to  be  "under- 
stood." Here  the  agonies,  defeats, 
foibles,  contortions,  monotony  and 
triumphs  of  life  were  cast  in  such 
bold  relief  at  eye  level  that  the  weal 
and  woe  of  existence  could  not  be 
overlooked. 

This  was  the  beginning.  I  saw 
a  woman  die  for  want  of  food  and 
care.  I  perceived  for  the  first  time 
how  illegitimacy  creates  a  social 
isolation  ward  for  personality.  I 
maddened  at  the  fabulous  curse  of 
drink.  I  saw  the  rooted  hate  which, 
festering,  became  gangrene  of  the 
heart  or,  persisting,  became  lunacy 
of  the  mind.  I  bucked  up  against 
the  hard  fact  that  most  of  life's 
tragedies  result  from  careless,  fool- 
hardy antics  which  hurt  most  those 
whom  we  love  most.  I  discovered 
that  the  urge  to  the  good  life  often 
surges  most  determinedly  where  evil 
wreaks  its  havoc.  The  ivory  tower 
theological  disputation  might  come 
later  but  now  a  twenty-year-old  lad 
was  having  an  internship  in  life. 

Then  another  summer  pastorate 
(a  great  idea — that  summer  pastor- 
ate!) which  reads  like  one  from 
the  storybook.  "There  are  available 
two  small  churches  in  different 
states — Maryland  and  West  Virgin- 
ia"— and  the  minister  must  live  in 
Pennsylvania,  fifty  rods  above  the 
Mason-Dixon  line.  A  tristate  circuit 
.  .  .  and  the  preacher  rode  a  bicycle! 
On  Sunday  morning  early  I  would 
ride  down  through  the  orchards  on 
Pigskin  Ridge  for  worship  and  Sun- 
day school  at  the  Stone  Bridge 
church  on  Licking  Creek  in  Mary- 
land. The  folk  near  the  church  pro- 
vided dinner  (and  packed  a  lunch 
for  the  journey  home)  before  I 
cycled  down  the  busy  U.S.  40  until 
I  came  to  the  opening  in  the  thicket 
where  a  path  led  down  to  an  aban- 
doned canal  surveyed  by  George 
Washington.  Along  the  edge  of 
that  canal  a  2.8  mile  ride  led  to 
a  ford  in  the  Potomac  River..  By 
ringing  an  old  dinner  bell  which 
hung  in  a  tree  from  across  the 
river  would  come  a  little  flat-bottom 
not  more  than  fifteen  feet  long  which 
the  owner  proudly  called  a  ferry 
and  which  got  its  momentum,  he 
observed,  by  clever  manipulation  of 
the  boat  so  that  the  current  of  the 
river  flowed  over  first  one  end  and 
then  the  other.  Both  preacher  and 
bicycle  were  conveyed  for  the  regu- 
lar passenger  fare  of  fifteen  cents — 
clergy  rate!  A  few  West  Virginia 
miles  remained  before  reaching  the 
church  whose  nearness  could  be  de- 


termined by  such  singing  as  would 
lift  Godward  all  but  the  most 
abusive  critic. 

After  the  benediction  the  trusty 
bike  and  I  began  the  return  trip  to 
Pennsylvania.  Three  miles  to  the 
Potomac,  fifteen  miles  across  Mary- 
land, and  fifty  rods  above  the  Mason- 
Dixon  line — and  the  last  one-half 
mile  up  the  constant  incline  to  the 
Miller  home  atop  Pigskin  Ridge. 
One  beautiful  July  night  I  made  the 
incline  from  the  highway  to  the  top 
without  dismounting  and  the  word 
was  flashed  around  the  countryside 
— the  new  preacher  was  in! 

The  trail  of  the  parish  ministry 
next  zigzagged  to  the  wide  streets 
of  two  capital  cities.  In  Richmond, 
Va.,  a  tiny  church  was  located  on 
what  the  class-conscious  city  re- 
garded as  the  wrong  hill,  just  a  few 
notches  up  from  Seventeenth  Street 
— that  byword  of  degradation!  Here 
a  few  families  struggled  courageous- 
ly to  perpetuate  the  faith  of  their 
fathers.  Lacking  the  techniques  and 
the  punch  to  campaign  for  the  spir- 
itual life  of  the  city  on  the  one  hand, 
and  not  experienced  in  the  ways  of 
rescue  mission  work  sufficiently  to 
live  in  its  immediate  environment 
on  the  other  hand,  the  little  group 
was  in  a  constant  struggle  to  keep 
up,  much  less  to  survive. 

In  Indianapolis,  that  flat,  hublike, 
even  larger  capital  city  of  Indiana, 
a  capable,  cultured,  almost  hand- 
picked  group  found  effective  ex- 
pression in  the  community  pattern 
for  the  better  things  in  life.  Yet 
the  completest  loyalties  are  not  im- 
mune from  the  complexities  of  city 
life.  Here  one  discovers  what  the 
church  competes  against  in  a  great 
city.  The  many  loyalties,  the  col- 
liding responsibilities,  the  problems 
of  time,  clearance  and  distance — the 
brute  barriers  to  the  unity  of  fel- 
lowship. And  yet  with  all,  one 
gained  a  knowledge  of  what  a  won- 
derful haven  the  friendly  church 
can  become  to  kindred  spirits  and 
transient  hearts  in  the  vortex  of 
cty  life. 

The  parish  ministry  led  to  Elgin, 
that  name  which  is  identical  with 
the  Brotherhood  itself,  where  all 
good  ideas  seem  to  have  perpetual 
motion.  Indeed,  the  Highland  Ave- 
nue church  is  a  microcosm  of  the 
Brotherhood.  Here  are  mirrored  in 
miniature  the  aspirations  and  pres- 
sures, the  desires  and  disappoint- 
ments which  one  thousand  churches 
share.  In  the  community  it  has  an 
influence  for  good,  God  and  peace 
all  out  of  proportion  to  its  size.  In 
the    Brotherhood    it    is    a    constant 


target  for  many  to  steer  by  —  or 
throw  bricks  at!  That  fellowship 
is  always  busy  at  clearing  away  the 
debris  of  life  which  encumbers  the 
mind,  cutting  out  the  tumors  of  so- 
ciety which  plague  the  heart  in 
order  to  prepare  a  highway  for  our 
God,  for  I  verily  believe  it  sees 
where  he  is  going.  Here  a  minister 
is  swept  on  by  the  clear  thrill  of 
working  hand  in  glove  with  hard- 
driving,  fully  committed  people  who 
look  deeply  into  the  eyes  of  the  soul 
of  the  Son  of  Man  and  strive  vigor- 
ously that  his  kingdom  may  be 
realized  in  our  time. 

To  be  continued 


Monument  Erected 
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mony  to  the  changeless  truth  of  the 
"faith  once  for  all  delivered  unto 
the  saints." 

Frederick  Claar  was  the  son  of 
Simon  Claar,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  the  year 
1765  with  his  sister  and  their  par- 
ents. During  the  long  sea  voyage, 
the  parents  of  the  two  children  died 
and  were  buried  at  sea,  leaving 
Simon  and  his  sister  to  be  sold  as 
bond  servants  under  the  British 
government  when  they  arrived  at 
Philadelphia.  The  children  were 
separated  and  never  again  united. 
Simon  served  under  his  bond  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  at 
which  time  he  enlisted  with  the 
Revolutionary  forces  under  General 
George  Washington  and  spent  the 
memorable  winter  at  Valley  Forge. 
Little  is  known  about  his  life  from 
the  close  of  the  war  until  the  turn 
of  the  century,  at  which  time  he 
located  in  Bedford  County  with  his 
family.  His  wife  was  Margaret  Clay, 


a  close  relative  of  Henry  Clay,  the 
colorful  Virginia  statesman,  and  his 
family  consisted  of  five  sons  and 
several  daughters.  Frederick,  the 
second  of  the  five  sons,  married 
Christina  Walter,  a  native  of  Bed- 
ford County,  and  they  established 
their  first  home  in  the  Klahr  com- 
munity, a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  spot  on  which  the  monument 
now  stands.  Their  home  was  a 
humble  one,  but  one  whose  doors 
were  always  open  to  the  wayfarer 
and  the  stranger.  It  was  soon  the 
spiritual  center  of  the  little  moun- 
tain community,  and  the  first  love 
feast  was  held  in  one  of  their  farm 
buildings. 

The  plan  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory of  this  godly  couple  was  born 
in  the  hearts  of  their  appreciative 
progeny. 

The  monument  was  completed  in 
the  summer  of  1949,  and  the  dedi- 
cation ceremony  was  held  on  August 
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28.  Several  hundred  people  gathered 
before  the  monument,  and  many 
others  lined  the  hillside,  beneath 
the  large  maple  trees  in  the  church- 
yard. 

The  dedication  ceremony  was 
simple,  yet  impressive.  Mrs.  Juni- 
ata Dively,  a  member  of  the  fourth 
generation,  unveiled  the  bronze  tab- 
let on  the  face  of  the  monument, 
and  her  son  Bro.  Taylor  Dively, 
pastor  of  the  Upper  Claar  church, 
gave  the  invocation  and  delivered 
a  short  introductory  address.  A 
brief  history  of  the  Claar  and  Wal- 
ter families  was  given  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  dedication  committee, 
the  undersigned.  The  main  speaker 
of  the  afternoon  was  Bro.  C.  C. 
Ellis,  president-emeritus  of  Juniata 
College. 

The  influence  of  the  church  in  the 
community  was  the  theme  of  Bro. 
Ellis'  address,  and  he  stressed  the 
profound    influence    that    one    life 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Nineteen  Missionary  Stories  From 
the  Middle  East.  Basil  Miller.  Zon- 
dervan.    130  pages.   $1.50. 

In  this  bock,  Basil  Miller  has 
brought  together  a  collection  of 
missionary  stories  gathered  from 
various  mission  and  church  papers 
such  as  the  Presbyterian,  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance,  American  Bible 
Society,  etc.  The  accounts  are  true. 
Since  in  the  coming  year  the  general 
mission  study  on  the  foreign  theme 
is  concerning  Islam  (Mohammedan- 
ism), this  storybook  will  be  a  very 
good  source  of  supplementary  ma- 
terial. Its  stories  come  from  the 
lands  of  the  Middle  East,  many  of 
the  accounts  being  from  Egypt, 
Iraq,  Syria  and  Saudi  Arabia.  Chap- 
ter XVI  is  a  wonderful  story  about 
the  work  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Har- 
rison.— Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Until  the  Day  Break.  Sallie  Lee 
Bell.    Zondervan.    244  pages.    $2.50. 

Although  it  cannot  be  classified  as 
a  really  great  novel,  this  story  ranks 
much  higher  than  many  of  those 
written  about  persons  who  were 
associated  with  Jesus,  and  is  well 
worthy  of  being  read  by  lovers  of 
Biblical  fiction.  A  rather  ingenuous 
plot  makes  Mara  (Mary  Magdalene), 
a  slave  in  Herod's  household,  the 
lover  of  Judah,  who  became  the 
Gadarene  demoniac  after  he  has 
been  tortured  by  Herod.  The  love 
of    the    two    finds    fulfillment    after 


Judah  has  been  healed  by  Jesus. 
The  narrative  is  told  simply — a  bit 
naively  in  places  —  and  proceeds 
rapidly;  this  will  commend  the 
story  to  many  who  weary  of  longer, 
more  complicated  novels.  The  rev- 
erent portrayal  of  the  kindliness 
and  magnetism  of  Jesus'  personality 
will  be  appreciated,  as  will  also  the 
portrayal  of  the  Herodian  family 
as  selfish,  scheming,  petty  person- 
alities.— Ora  W.  Garber. 

Personalities    in     Social     Reform. 

G.  Bromley  Oxnam.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury,  1949.  176  pages.  $2.00. 
The  well-known  Methodist  bishop 
here  undertakes  a  very  commend- 
able project,  that  of  summarizing 
in  one  small  volume  the  contribu- 
tions of  six  social  reformers.  Some 
readers  may  find  his  choices  surpris- 
ing. They  include  Sidney  and  Be- 
atrice Webb,  the  famous  British 
socialist  thinkers;  Walter  Rauschen- 
busch,  the  pioneer  prophet  of  the 
gospel's  social  emphases;  David 
Lilienthal,  until  recently  adminis- 
trator of  TVA;  Gandhi;  and  Albert 
Schweitzer.  The  individual  sketches 
are  necessarily  brief,  and  the  author 
does  not  accomplish  as  much  with 
them  as  could  be  wished.  Neverthe- 
less, the  book  has  genuine  value  as 
a  source  of  information  and  inspira- 
tion for  those  interested  in  a  better 
society. — Lorell  Weiss. 
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may  have  upon  the  lives  of  others, 
and  the  significance  of  an  individu- 
al's testimony.  He  applauded  the 
fact  that  a  monument  should  have 
been  erected  to  the  memory  of  a 
man  of  God,  but  pointed  out  that 
the  real  monuments  that  honor  a 
man  are  the  lives  of  those  who  have 
followed  in  his  steps. 

Otto  Berg,  who  is  from  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  was  the  guest  soloist  for 
the  ceremony.  His  accompanist  was 
Evelyn  Baer,  from  Altoona. 

This  memorable  day  was  closed 
with  a  benediction  by  Bro.  Ralph 
G.  Rarick,  then  pastor  of  the  Holli- 
daysburg  church.  —  Dean  Walter, 
pastor,  Vicksburg  church,  East  Free- 
dom, Pa. 

Weddings  .  .  . 


Abbate-Zile.— Oscar  C.  Abbate  and  Mil- 
dred A.  Zile,  both  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  May 
27,  1950,  in  the  First  church  parsonage,  by 
the  undersigned. — Jacob  F.  Replogle,  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

Burr- Garman.— Arnold  Burr  of  Hanford, 
Calif.,  and  Laura  Garman  of  Lindsay, 
Calif.,  May  7,  1950,  in  the  Lindsay  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Clarence  E.  Bru- 
baker,  Lindsay,  Calif. 

Doerschuk-Lehman. — Walter  Doerschuk 
and  Dolores  Lehman,  June  3,  1950,  in  the 
Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton,  Ohio,  by 
the  undersigned. — John  Meyers,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Finkbiner-Boose. — Lloyd  H.  Finkbiner  of 
Mountville,  Pa.,  and  Bertha  Jane  Boose  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  28,  1950,  at  the  Lan- 
caster church,  by  the  undersigned. — Ray- 
mond R.  Boose,  Landisville,  Pa. 

Graves-Metzler.— Edward  Lee  Graves  of 
Greenwood,  Va.,  and  Frances  H.  Metzler 
of  Crimora,  Va.,  May  20,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Fred  M.  Bowman, 
Grottoes,  Va. 

Gurley-Franiz.— Edward  A.  Gurley  of 
San  Marino,  Calif.,  and  Esther  E.  Frantz 
of  Altadena,  Calif.,  June  3,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — I.  V.  Funder- 
burgh,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Ingraham-Slambaugh.— William  J.  Ingra- 
ham  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  Ina  R.  Stam- 
baugh  of  Manchester,  Md.,  April  22,  1950, 
in  the  Westminster  church,  Md.,  by  the 
undersigned.— Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  West- 
minster, Md. 

Jones-Dalton.— Edward  D.  Jones  of 
Claysburg,  Pa.,  and  Mary  Ellen  Dalton  of 
Everett,  Pa.,  June  4,  1950,  in  the  Everett 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Stewart  B. 
Kauffman,   Everett,   Pa. 

Ledgerwood-Linder. — Olin  Ledgerwood 
and  Helen  Jane  Linder,  May  21,  1950,  in  the 
Hartville  church,  Ohio,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Glen  M.  Baird,  Hartville,   Ohio. 

Lehman-Rouch.— Clyde  B.  Lehman  of 
Wabash,  Ind.,  and  Gladis  Ellen  Rouch  of 
Bremen,  Ind.,  May  28,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home.— Glenn  I.  Rummel, 
Constantine,  Mich. 

Lockman-McNelly.— Philip  A.  Lockman 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  Miriam  McNelly 
of  Arcanum,  Ohio,  Feb.  11,  1950,  in  the 
Pitsburg  church,  Ohio,  by  Bro.  William 
Schaffer.— W.   R.   Swinger,   Pitsburg,   Ohio. 

Margelson-Carey.— Ralph  E.  Margetson 
of  Thompsonville,  Mich.,  and  Dorothy  I. 
Carey  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  May  20,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home.— J.  Edson 
Ulery,  Onekama,  Mich. 

Pepple-Poland.— Albert  E.  Pepple  and 
Lydia  Ann  Poland,  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Ind.,  May  20,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Elmer  Pepple,  Laotto,  Ind. 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 

These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


I  am  so  very  glad  to  read  your  very  fine 
paper  and  it  is  very  often  that  my  grown- 
up pupils  and  I  (I  am  the  teacher)  read 
it  together  with  much  interest  and  deep 
gratitude.  It  is  a  wonderful  seed  you  are 
sowing  in  the  hearts  of  the  members  of 
your  church  there  and  ours  here.  If  this 
seed  will  ripen  one  day  a  better  human  na- 
ture must  be  the  result.  Or  are  we  so 
deeply  engrossed  in  sin  that  a  new  genera- 
tion will  not  become  better  than  we  are 
now.  I  think  all  human  cultivation  and 
all  civilization  is  nothing  unless  we  have 
now  the  faith  in  God.  Unless  we  have  now 
the  faith  in  our  Lord  all  our  prayers  will 
turn  against  us  as  a  boomerang.  So  we 
cannot  thank  you  enough  for  the  love  you 
are  sending  over  into  the  hearts.  Your 
paper  is  so  very  world-wide.  The  letter  of 
the  Japan  families  in  your  last  number  is 
really  heart  touching.  You  have  done  so 
very  many  good  deeds  we  will  never  stop 
thanking  you  for  it.  If  I  would  be  able, 
I  would  come  over  there  to  thank  you  all 
personally  but  the  ocean  is  too  large. — Use 
Meynen,  Germany. 

*  •      *      * 

Since  the  change  of  the  heading  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  (addition  of  Church  of 
the  Brethren)  I  have  heard  only  compli- 
mentary remarks  about  it.  I  too  feel  it 
was  a  wise  and  artistic  change.  I  am  happy 
to  mention  the  Messenger  from  the  pulpit 
and  encourage  my  people  to  read  it.  Quite 
often  some  of  my  people  ask  me  if  I  read 
such  and  such  an  article  in  the  Messenger 
and  then  they  tell  me  how  much  they  en- 
joyed it.  We  just  finished  our  100%  Mes- 
senger club.  We  remember  in  our  prayers 
all  of  you  who  have  the  great  task  of  pub- 
lishing the  Messenger. — Melvin  S.  Ritchey, 
Pastor,  Milledgeville,  111. 

*  *       *       * 

I  have  been  wanting  to  write  you  for 
a  long  time  to  tell  you  how  very  much 
we  appreciate  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
There  was  a  time  when  I  started  to  read 
it  at  the  back;  that  is,  I  looked  over  the 
news  items,  etc.,  and  glanced  over  some 
of  the  articles.  But  for  the  last  few  years 
I  have  been  reading  practically  every  bit 
of  it.  Lately  one  of  my  neighbors  said, 
"How  can  you  find  time  to  read  in  the 
morning?"  To  which  I  quickly  replied,  "I 
don't,  I  just  take  time."  You  see,  we  are 
putting  the  Messenger  in  several  bus  sta- 
tions. I  take  ours  over  to  one  of  the  doc- 
tors' offices  so  I  must  finish  it  before  I  go. 

The  editorials  alone  are  worth  the  price. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  church  is  going 
to  be  a  force  anywhere,  it  must  take  a 
stand  on  everyday  problems.  —  Kathryn 
Mohler,  Scottville,  Mich. 


We  are  DP's  who  fled  out  of  Poland  and 
came  to  South  America.  I  could  tell  a 
great  deal  about  our  journey  from  Poland 
to  Germany.  Sometimes  we  had  nothing 
to  eat  for  eight  days  and  it  was  fearfully 
cold  and  we  had  no  vehicle  but  had  al- 
ways to  go  on  foot.  One  time  we  had  to 
stop  because  my  feet  had  begun  to  freeze 
and  were  very  sore.  And  the  Russians 
were  never  far  from  us,  and  so  we  had 
a  great  deal  of  terrible  anxiety.  But  when> 
the  need  is  the  greatest,  the  help  is 
nearest.  A  German  soldier  came  along 
driving,  and  we  begged  him  to  take  us 
with  him.  Well,  he  actually  did,  and  thus 
we  came  to  Germany,  to  Berlin,  into  a 
camp. 

But  even  so,  we  did  not  get  away  so 
easily,  for  there  were  Russians  all  around 
us.  Every  evening  there  was  a  meeting 
in  the  camp  and  fervent  prayers  were 
sent  up  to  our  heavenly  Father.  He  heard 
our  pleas  and  arranged  a  way  to  the  ship. 
It  was  dangerous,  but  we  came  through 
very  well.  We  had  a  nice  sea  voyage  and 
now  we  are  here  in  Paraguay.  One  must 
have  faith  in  God  when  things  are  bad. 
Often  he  gives  us  severe  tests  but  never 
forsakes  us.  I  am  very  happy  about  the 
package  which  you  sent.  May  the  dear 
Savior  reward  you  with  good  health  and 
long  life. —  (name  not  clear) 


The  column  on  Thinking  About  the 
News  is  so  much  needed  today.  The  Mes- 
senger puts  the  pressure  on  the  Brethren 
in  a  good  many  ways  and  places  it  where 
it  is  definitely  needed.  It  does  it  with  a 
rare  restraint  that  has  made  for  growth 
instead  of  reaction. — Homer  Kiracofe,  As- 
toria, 111. 

•      •      •      • 

I  read  the  Messenger  from  cover  to 
cover.  When  I  read  the  article  of  Nov. 
12,  Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life  Through 
Preaching,  I  agreed  with  every  word.  Oh 
how  often  I  have  been  disappointed  when 
I  attend  church  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  get  a  refilling  of  the  spirit  Of  my  Christ, 
but  the  preacher  hasn't  a  message  for  his 
congregation.  Some  ministers  seem  to 
think  it  is  enough  to  review  the  Sunday- 
school  lesson  a  little,  take  up  the  offering, 
etc.  I  like  value  received  for  what  I  pay 
for  whether  in  manual  labor  or  from  the 
pulpit.  We  need  someone  who  is  big 
enough  to  make  the  program  of  the  church 
big  enough  to  keep  members  out  of  the 
garden  on  Sundays,  from  deer  hunting, 
fishing  and  many  other  things  that  could 
be  left  for  another  day.  I  have  a  large 
program  for  the  minister,  haven't  I? — J.  A. 
Austin,  Fruita,  Colo. 
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Bailey,  George  Calvin,  was  born  in  Min- 
eral County,  W.  Va.,  June  23,  1874,  and 
died  May  26,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio.  On  April  16,  1902,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sadie  Kelley,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  in  April  1926.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Amanda  Reed 
of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  Feb.  14,  1933.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  children  and 
seven  grandchildren.  When  he  was  a  boy 
of  thirteen  years  of  age  he  united  with 
the  Beaver  Run  church. — Elmer  Brum- 
baugh, Kent,  Ohio. 

Blanchard,  George  G.,  was  born  in 
Southampton,  Mass.,  Feb.  25,  1867,  and  died 
Feb.  3,  1950,  in  the  St.  Lawrence  hospital, 
Lansing,  Mich.  In  1889  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ida  M.  E.  Cole,  who  preceded 
him  in  death.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters.  In  1910  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Hannah  D.  Martin,  who 


also  preceded  him  in  death.  He  united 
with  the  Lansing  church  on  May  20,  1934. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Gorsline- 
Runciman  funeral  home  by  Rev.  A.  W. 
Pichard  of  the  Free  Methodist  church. — 
Wayne  E.  Wheeler,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Brechbiel,  William  D.,  son  of  Christian 
and  Elizabeth  Dilling  Brechbiel,  was  born 
in  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  1896  he  was 
married  to  Delilah  Kauffman,  who  died 
Feb.  2,  1914.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
sonsi  He  was  married  to  Blanche  Helser, 
who  passed  away  in  1930.  To  this  union 
were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter.  He 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Outcelt  on 
Aug.  30,  1948.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
four  sons,  one  daughter,  one  stepson,  one 
stepdaughter,  twelve  grandchildren  and 
eight  great-grandchildren.  Early  in  life 
he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Northam-Jones  chapel  by  E.  J.  Glover  and 
Gordon  Geer.  Interment  was  in  the  Hill 
Crest  cemetery. — E.  C.  Glover,  Weiser, 
Idaho. 


Dayhoof,  Florence  L.,  wife  of  Orlando  L. 
Dayhoof,  died  at  her  home  near  Belair, 
Md.,  March  25,  1950,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Mt.  Zion  Methodist  church  for  more  than 
thirty  years  but  following  her  marriage 
to  Bro.  Dayhoof  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  very 
active  in  the  ladies'  aid  society.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  five  sisters  and 
one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  home  by  Bro.  F.  E.  Williar,  Bro.  J.  M. 
Prigel  and  Rev.  Ivan  Rhoades.  Interment 
was  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ade- 
laide Boyd  Slonaker,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Graham,  Arch  S.,  died  April  13,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  For  many 
years  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  serving  as  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Laurel  Gap  church,  a  section  of 
the  Highland  County  Mission,  Va.  He  is 
survived  by  several  brothers.  His  wife 
preceded  him  in  death  several  years  ago. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Laurel 
Gap  church  by  a  former  pastor,  Elder  M. 
J.  Craun,  his  present  pastor,  Elder  W.  H. 
Zigler,  and  Rev.  Morrow  and  Rev.  Rector 
of  the  near-by  Presbyterian  churches. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
W.  H.  Zigler,  Churchville,  Va. 

Hupman,  Mary,  died  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Laurel  Gap  church,  part  of  the 
Highland  County  Mission,  Va.,  March  24, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  She 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  several  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  undersigned  at  the 
Southall  Presbyterian  chapel,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Morrow,  pastor  of  the  chapel.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  near-by  cemetery. — W.  H. 
Zigler,  Churchville,   Va. 

Long,  Etta  Mae,  daughter  of  Elder  J.  H. 
and  Mary  Bishop  Moore,  was  born  June 
23,  1878,  at  Lanark,  111.,  and  died  April  15, 
1950,  at  Wichita,  Kansas.  On  June  30,  1898, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sylvester 
A.  Long.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  son,  three  grandchildren,  one  sister 
and  one  brother.  She  was  baptized  into 
the    Church    of    the    Brethren    in    1890    at 


Keuka,  Fla.  In  later  years  she  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  Plymouth  Presby- 
terian church.  Burial  was  in  the  Old  Mis- 
sion mausoleum  at  Wichita. — Mrs.  Alice 
Suter,  Dixon,  111. 

Marshall,  Ida  J.,  daughter  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  Foust  Berkey,  was  born  June 
27,  1878,  and  died  May  4,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  was  married  to  Lee  Marshall,  who 
preceded  her  in  death.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  daughters  and  three  sons.  She 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  two  grandchil- 
dren, one  sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Hooversville  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  Kenneth  R.  Blough,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Norman  Blough.  Burial  was  in  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A.  cemetery  at  Hooversville,  Pa. — 
Blanche  M.  Hershberger,  Hooversville,  Pa. 

Mumaw,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Va.,  Jan.  6,  1868,  and  died  May  28,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  one 
son,  nine  grandchildren  and  seven  great- 
grandchildren. She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than 
sixty-two  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  her 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in 
the  East  Avenue  cemetery. — A.  H.  Miller, 
New  Philadelphia,   Ohio. 

Plelz,  George  H.,  husband  of  Mary  Um- 
berger  Pletz,  was  born  in  Fishing  Creek 
Valley,  March  12,  1869,  and  died  April  27, 
1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hanover- 
dale  church.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
two  daughters,  eleven  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Hanoverdale  church 
by  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of  Hanoverdale, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Shaeffer  of  the  Penbrook 
United  Brethren  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Anna  Mary 
Patrick,   Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Salby,  Patrick,  was  born  in  Motherwell, 
Scotland,  May  24,  1872,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  May  24, 
1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sister 
Emma  Corpman  in  1940,  and  became  a 
member    of   the    Church    of    the    Brethren 


New  aids  in  using  the  Old  Book  ...  | 

How  to  Study  and  Use  the  Bible 

by  Park  Hays  Miller  X 

Introduces  the  Bible  as  a  collection  of  books  and  shows  how  T 

each  dovetails  into  a  record  of  God's  providence  and  grace.  ? 

Reviews  the  whole  Bible  story.    Discusses  tools  for  Bible  1 

study — translations,  the  concordance,  the  atlas,  etc.    Gives  T 

sample  study  procedures  for  two  books,  Amos  and  Philip-  J 

pians.   Contains  practical  suggestions  for  the  Bible  teacher.  + 

Price,  $1.75.  j 

How  to  Teach  the  Bible  | 

by  Joseph  M.  Gettys  T 

A  practical  book  for  teachers  and  ministers  who  want  to  X 

teach  the  Bible  more  effectively.    Discusses  such  things  as  * 

preparing  to  teach  the  lesson,  preparing  the  pupils  to  learn,  J 

making  the  lesson  plan,  introducing  the  lesson,  using  illus-  ? 

trative  material,  and  bringing  the  lesson  to  life.   Its  view-  ? 

points  will  be  largely  approved  by  the  Brethren.    Price,  ± 

$2.00.  ? 
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in  1945.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
one  daughter  by  a  former  marriage.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  East  Avenue  cemetery. — 
A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Truex,  Levi  M.,  was  born  March  19,  1870, 
near  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  May  4,  1950.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  South  Bend  Second  church  by  the 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  two  stepsons. — H.  W.  Eshel- 
man,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


California 

Paradise. — Since  our  last  report,  three 
persons  were  baptized  and  three  were  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  two  on  former  bap- 
tism. Our  pastor,  Iris  Montz,  and  his  wife 
attended  the  regional  conference  at  La 
Verne.  While  our  pastor  was  away,  the 
pulpit  was  filled  by  James  Bowman,  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  Gideons,  George  Webb 
and  Fred  Butterbaugh.  Russell  Johnson 
and  his  wife  recently  showed  pictures  on 
Japan  and  heifers  for  relief.  An  offering 
was  taken  for  the  Heifer  Project  Commit- 
tee. Before  Easter  a  potluck  dinner  was 
held  at  the  church,  after  which  our  pastor 
gave  instructions  on  evangelism  visitation. 
For  two  weeks  before  Easter  we  visited  in 
our  community  and  during  Holy  Week 
our  pastor  held  an  evangelistic  meeting. 
Mrs.  Montz  told  stories,  choruses  were 
sung  and  Bible  quizzes  were  held.  One 
person  was  baptized  on  Easter  evening. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  with  our  pastor 
presiding.  Our  Bible  school  will  be  held 
June  12-23  with  Iris  Montz  as  the  director. 
— Alta  Mae  Butterbaugh,  Paradise,  Calif. 

Colorado 
First  Grand  Valley. — Our  spring  love 
feast  was  held  April  6.  Baptismal  services 
were  held  for  two  people  preceding  the 
love  feast.  Our  Sunday-school  and  church 
attendance  has  been  growing  rapidly.  We 
are  badly  in  need  of  more  classrooms, 
which  we  expect  to  build  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  F.  Weaver,  was 
in  the  hospital  for  an  operation  recently 
but  is  recovering  satisfactorily.  The  young 
people  and  their  teacher,  Ferdinand  Fer- 
guson, presented  a  program  on  Mother's 
Day.  Our  young  people  are  getting  young 
people  of  other  churches  to  join  them  in 
working  for  peace  and  other  projects  that 
are  worth  while.  Marvin  Ferguson  has 
given  a  year  to  volunteer  service,  Kathy 
McLeod  and  La  Von  Widegren  are  in  vol- 
unteer service  now  and  Catherine  Millsap 
is  entering  volunteer  service  in  June.  She 
belongs  to  our  young  people's  group  but  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  aid 
meets  twice  a  month  in  all-day  meetings 
to  quilt  and  to  mend  and  pack  clothing  to 
be  sent  overseas.  Our  church  women  or- 
ganized this  spring.  They  will  meet  once 
a  month.  We  are  busy  planning  now  for 
the  golden  anniversary  of  our  church, 
which  will  be  held  July  16. — Mrs.  Berma 
Norton  Kelley,  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Florida 

Sebring. — Our  church  joined  with  the 
churches  of  the  city  in  their  pre-Easter 
services.  On  Easter  evening  the  Clericus 
chorus  from  Bridgewater  College  pre- 
sented a  program  of  sacred  music.  Our 
pastor  held  a  dedication  service  for  the 
babies  of  our  congregation.  During  the 
past  year  our  church  gave  to  the  Brother- 
hood program  for  missions  and  relief  the 
sum  of  $2,252.46.  On  April  10  we  met  in 
our  quarterly  council  and  church  officers 
were  elected.  Bro.  S.  F.  Brumbaugh  was 
elected  as  our  elder  for  the  coming  year  as 
our  present  elder,  Bro.  Edgar  Stauffer,  and 
his  family  are  leaving  Sebring.  Brethren 
Kenneth  Grubb  and  Charles  Firestone 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.    They 
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will  serve  one  year  before  they  are  per- 
manently installed.  A  service  of  consecra- 
tion was  held  for  them  on  April  16.  The 
chapel  next  to  the  sanctuary  was  named 
the  J.  H.  Garst  chapel  by  the  council  in 
honor  of  J.  H.  Garst,  one  of  the  cofound- 
ers.  Sister  H.  B.  Heisey  was  elected  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference  as  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Committee  by  the 
District  of  Florida  and  Georgia.  Bro. 
Roger  Sappington  was  relicensed  to  the 
ministry  for  another  year.  Our  spring  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  April 
23.  The  young  people's  group  sent  Ruth 
Drake  as  their  representative  to  the  re- 
gional round  table  at  Bridgewater  College, 
Va.,  during  the  week  end  of  April  22.  On 
May  2  the  church  met  in  another  business 
meeting  to  elect  Sunday-school  officers. 
Bro.  Ordo  Pletcher,  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  was  elected  by  the  Florida 
and  Georgia  District  as  a  delegate  to  the 
World  Convention  on  Christian  Education 
in  Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  10-16.  The  dis- 
trict convention  was  held  in  our  church 
on  May  6.  On  May  9  the  mothers  and 
daughters  held  a  special  meeting.  Our 
congregation  is  privileged  to  have  Brother 
and  Sister  Raymond  Cottrell,  returned 
medical  missionaries  to  India,  as  regular 
worshipers  at  all  our  services.  They  are 
making  Sebring  their  home  for  the  pres- 
ent.— Mrs.  Ordo  M.  Pletcher,  Sebring,  Fla. 

Idaho 

Twin  Falls. — Our  church  has  sent  290 
pounds  of  clothing  and  50  pounds  of  grease 
for  relief  and  have  more  clothing  ready 
to  send.  On  May  13  the  senior  guild  gave 
a  luncheon  for  the  women's  work  council 
and  their  daughters.  Our  communion 
service  was  held  on  Good  Friday.  Six 
members  were  given  communion  in  their 
homes  and  one  was  anointed.  The  junior 
guild  worked  with  Miss  Shultz,  our  Twin 
Falls  county  demonstration  agent,  and  six 
other  organizations  in  preparing  an  inter- 
national tea,  radio  broadcast,  exhibits  and 
tours  of  the  fifth  annual  national  home 
demonstration  week  April  30 — May  6.  Our 
ladies'  aid  is  meeting  regularly  to  quilt. 
The  aid  and  senior  guild  have  donated 
funds  to  redecorate  our  sanctuary.  The 
films,  Salt  of  the  Earth,  Unto  My  Little 
Ones  and  Shepherd  of  India,  have  been 
shown  recently.  On  April  16  Bro.  Shank, 
our  district  secretary,  was  here  for  our 
special  council  and  installed  Brother  and 
Sister  Dwight  Mitchel  into  the  office  of 
deacon.  Twenty-four  members  of  our 
group  attended  the  intermediate  rally  and 
the  young  adult  rally  at  the  Boise  Valley 
and  Nampa  churches  on  April  30.  The 
Altruist  class  sponsored  a  box  social  and 
the  sum  of  eighty  dollars  was  given  to  our 
building  fund. — Mrs.  Gertrude  Kerlin  Hol- 
lo way,  Filer,  Idaho. 

Illinois 

Decatur. — Our  Easter  program  was  a 
cantata,  The  Banner  of  the  Crucified, 
which  was  presented  by  the  choir.  The 
boys'  fellowship  club  has  been  meeting  on 
Monday  nights  and  the  girls'  fellowship 
club  on  Thursday  nights.  The  girls  are 
learning  to  sew  and  cook  and  hold  devo- 
tional periods.  Several  of  our  members 
have  been  ill  and  others  had  operations 
but  all  are  recovering  at  this  time.  The 
camp  for  Southern  Illinois,  located  near 
Astoria,  was  dedicated  on  April  30.  Our 
young  people  are  helping  to  get  the  camp 
ready  for  early  camping  sessions  this  year. 
— Mrs.  D.  M.  Barone,  Decatur,  111. 

Indiana 

Arcadia. — The  members  of  the  Church  of 
God  of  Arcadia  fellowshiped  with  us  re- 
cently. Pre-Easter  services  were  held 
April  2-9.  We  had  as  our  guest  minister 
Galen  T.  Lehman  of  Manchester.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  church  school  presented  a  pro- 
gram during  the  church  hour.  Bro. 
Harold  Parks  played  some  special  numbers 
and  the  girls'  sextet  of  Arcadia  High 
School  sang  two  special  numbers  in  the 
evening.    On   Manchester   Day  Erich   Hof- 
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mann,  a  German  student  who  is  attending 
Manchester  College,  delivered  the  message 
and  showed  slides.  On  April  23,  during 
the  church  hour,  we  had  a  consecration 
service  for  seeds.  Christian  family  week 
was  observed  May  7-14.  A  consecration 
service  for  nine  babies  was  held  on  May  7. 
On  the  evening  of  May  12  we  had  a  birth- 
day banquet.  This  took  the  place  of  our 
mother  and  daughter  and  father  and  son 
banquets.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Russell  Sho- 
walter  of  Kokomo,  was  the  master  of  cere- 
monies. The  guest  speaker  was  Bro.  James 
Renz  of  Chicago.  His  topic  was  What 
Makes  a  Home?  He  was  also  the  guest 
speaker  over  the  week  end  and  spoke  on 
the  temperance  question. — Edna  Lock- 
wood,  Atlanta,  Ind. 

Maryland 

Broadfording. — We  decided  to  have  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  again  this  summer.  The 
children  of  the  Sunday  school  presented  a 
program  on  Easter  evening..  Our  delegate 
to  Annual  Meeting  will  be  our  elder,  Bro. 
David  Petre.  Our  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Welsh  Run 
church,  Pa.,  are  Bro.  Paul  Ried  and  Sis- 
ters Edith  Myers  and  Martha  Barnhart. 
On  April  30  Bro.  Francis  Litton  preached 
for  us  at  the  morning  service.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  May  13  with  Bro.  Wayne 
Nicarry  presiding.  On  Mother's  Day  we 
had  a  special  program  of  recitations  and 
music  followed  by  a  sermon  by  our  elder, 
Bro.  David  Petre.  On  the  evening  of  May 
21  we  had  a  hymn  sing  sponsored  by  the 
young  people.  On  May  25  there  was  a 
Sunday-school  convention  in  our  church. 
We  will  lift  our  Conference  offering  on 
May  28.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school 
and  church  has  been  good. — Harry  C. 
Myers,   Maugansville,   Md. 

Michigan 
Sugar  Ridge. — Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  early  in  April  with  Bro.  H.  H.  Hel- 
man  presiding.  Several  of  our  members 
took  part  in  the  Good  Friday  services  at 
the  Methodist  church  in  Scottville.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Hoover,  delivered  the  Good 
Friday  message.  Services  were  held  each 
evening  during  Holy  Week  with  Bro.  Low- 
ell Zuck  of  Bethany  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Bro.  Hoover  and  Bro.  Zuck  did  much  visit- 
ing throughout  the  community.  Two 
young  people  were  baptized  on  Easter  and 
communion  services  were  held  in  the 
evening.  The  annual  May  fellowship  day 
luncheon  and  program  was  held  at  our 
church  on  May  5  with  about  fifty  women 
present.  Several  work  days  were  held  at 
the  church  during  April.  Our  Bible,  school 
will  be  held  June  5-12  so  that  the  teachers 
may  be  finished  in  time  to  attend  Annual 
Conference.  A  film  on  refugees  was  shown 
at  our  church  recently.  Mr.  Charles  An- 
derson has  a  Rumanian  refugee  working 
for  him  in  his  nursery  and  living  on  his 
premises. — Esther  Bowman,  Scottville, 
Mich. 

Ohio 

East  Nimishillen. — The  religious  films, 
The  Life  of  Stephen  and  The  Conversion 
of  Paul,  were  shown.  A  young  women's 
society  has  been  organized  in  the  church. 
Their  present  project  is  making  scrap- 
books  and  Sunday-school  books  for  chil- 
dren in  Chinese  missions.  On  March  9 
family  night  was  observed  in  the  church 
basement  with  a  carry-in  supper  and  spe- 
cial entertainment.  Bro.  V.  F.  Schwalm, 
president  of  Manchester  College,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  evening  service  on  March  5. 
The  youth  fellowship  presented  the  Sun- 
shine Boys  in  a  musical  program.  A  series 
of  films  on  evangelism  was  shown  recently. 
Three  evening  services  were  held  during 
Holy  Week.  Our  communion  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  April  16.  On  April  23  three 
persons  were  baptized.  The  ladies'  aid 
collected  115  pounds  of  clothing,  140 
pounds  of  grease  and  38  pounds  of  dried 
foods  for  relief.  Several  young  people  at- 
tended the  district  CBYF  spring  rally  at 
the  Zion  Hill  church. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Brum- 
baugh, Hartville,  Ohio. 

Olivet. — Boxes  of  clothing  and  bedding 
were  packed  and  sent  to  the  Flat- Creek 
mission  in  Kentucky.   A  good  offering  was 
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received  at  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
service.  Paul  Noffsinger  of  Manchester 
College  was  the  guest  speaker  that  morn- 
ing. Pre-Easter  services  were  held  April 
2-9,  with  Bro.  W.  W.  Slabaugh  of  Bethany 
as  the  guest  minister.  These  meetings 
closed  with  communion  services  on  Easter 
evening.  Our  missionary  committee 
planned  the  evening  services  on  April  30. 
A  play,  Her  Awakening,  was  presented 
and  special  music  was  rendered.  Work 
was  begun  this  week  on  the  painting  of 
the  auditorium.  The  ladies  of  the  church 
held  regular  meetings  each  month.  The 
young  people  have  been  meeting  twice 
each  month.  They  redecorated  the  entire 
church  basement  as  their  project  for  this 
year.  They  will  sponsor  a  family  night 
service  on  May  11,  with  Rev.  Russell  Hoy, 
a  leader  in  rural  life  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  as  the  guest  speaker.  We  are 
happy  to  have  a  German  student,  Willi 
Traub,  in  our  congregation.  He  is  making 
his  home  with  the  Kenneth  Hollingers.  He 
has  contributed  to  our  services  by  giving 
us  information  about  his  homeland  and 
their  customs  and  also  by  rendering  ac- 
cordion music  and  songs. — Helen  Hollinger, 
Thorn ville,   Ohio. 

Zion  Hill. — Our  church  workers  helped 
take  a  religious  census  of  the  community. 
The  census  was  sponsored  by  the  Colum- 
biana ministerial  association.  During  Lent 
we  co-operated  with  four  other  churches 
of  the  community  in  union  Lenten  services 
on  Thursday  evenings.  On  Palm  Sunday 
our  worship  was  dismissed  so  that  several 
of  our  people  could  attend  the  Woodworth 
church  to  hear  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  report  on 
his  experiences  and  observations  in  Eu- 
rope. During  Holy  Week  Bro.  Paul 
Haworth  of  Bethany  was  with  us  each 
evening.  On  Easter  evening  we  had  our 
spring  love  feast  with  Bro.  Haworth  pre- 
siding. On  April  30  we  were  host  to  the 
district  CBYF  spring  rally.  Our  ladies'  aid 
has  been  doing  relief  sewing  and  has  re- 
cently completed  its  quota  of  mattress 
covers  for  Camp  Zion.  On  May  10  our 
family  night  honored  the  mothers  and 
daughters.  On  the  evening  of  May  14  sev- 
eral persons  went  to  Woodworth  to  hear 
Bro.  Leland  Brubaker. — Lois  Gibble,  Co- 
lumbiana, Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
Chiques. — During  March  approximately 
thirty-four  members  helped  prepare  and 
ship  200  bags  of  shoes  and  60  bales  of 
clothing  for  overseas  relief.  Various  groups 
of  our  church  contributed  a  total  of  $175 
to  the  women's  work  project,  foreign  mis- 
sions. Twelve  of  our  interested  members 
sang  in  the  district  concert  presented 
March  11  at  Elizabethtown  College.  At  our 
last  council  Robert  O.  Hess  and  Elder  B. 
G.  Stauffer  were  chosen  as  our  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference.  Recently  our  con- 
gregation bought  a  new  mimeograph  ma- 
chine, on  which  the  young  people  print 
the  bulletins.  In  response  to  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  we  gave  $270.91  to 
Brethren  Service.  On  March  26  Galen 
Kilhefner  conducted  a  Bible  institute. 
Sister  Grace  Clapper  told  of  her  experi- 
ences as  a  missionary  and  visited  in  sev- 
eral of  our  homes  on  her  recent  tour  of 
Chiques  and  neighboring  congregations. 
Our  ministers  shared  the  pulpit  for  our 
pre-Easter  services  from  Good  Friday 
through  Easter  evening.  The  Easter  morn- 
ing sermon  was  delivered  by  Bro.  Warren 
Kissinger,  a  student  minister  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College.  Our  chorus  participated  in 
an  Easter  sunrise  service  at  the  West 
Greentree  church.  On  April  16  Bro.  Abram 
Eshleman  was  the  speaker  at  our  temper- 
ance meeting.  Bro.  Vernon  Grimm  of 
Hanover  was  the  guest  minister  at  the  five- 


church  youth  meeting.  Our  young  people 
are  one  of  a  five-church  group  which  in- 
cludes the  Elizabethtown,  White  Oak, 
Greentree  and  Conewago  congregations. — 
Mrs.  Robert  O.  Hess,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Durmings  Creek. — On  April  2  the  young 
people  of  circuit  2  held  their  spring  rally 
in  the  New  Paris  church.  An  afternoon 
session  was  held,  followed  by  a  fellowship 
supper  and  an  evening  session.  Rev.  Hana- 
walt  was  the  guest  speaker.  Our  revival 
was  held  at  the  New  Paris  church  April 
3-16  by  Bro.  E.  Myrl  Weyant  of  Rock  Hill 
Furnace.  As  a  result,  three  persons  were 
baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  April  16.  On  April  26  Grace 
Clapper  spoke  at  the  New  Paris  church 
and  told  the  story  of  her  missionary  life. — 
Mrs.  Russell  Mickle,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Johnstown,  Moxham. — A  church  loyalty 
crusade  was  started  by  the  pastor's  cabinet 
of  the  church  with  each  Sunday  of  the 
month  being  designated  as  a  special  day. 
One  Sunday  was  church  school  day,  one 
was  family  day,  one  was  guest  day  and 
one  was  young  people's  day.  The  crusade 
ran  up  to  Easter  with  a  goal  of  50  new 
members  and  an  attendance  of  500  at  the 
morning  worship  service  on  Easter.  The 
result  of  the  crusade  was  that  56  new 
members  were  added  to  the  church  and 
602  persons  were  present  at  the  morning 
worship  on  Easter  morning  and  $600  were 
received  in  the  offering.  A  father  and  son 
banquet  was  held  April  15  with  Waldo 
Hostetler  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  as  the  main 
speaker.  The  annual  Mother's  Day  church 
service  was  held  on  May  14  by  the  men's 
fellowship.  This  fellowship  has  been  very 
active  in  the  church.  Each  month  the 
church  school  takes  a  special  offering  for 


the  support  of  the  two  missionaries  whom 
the  church  supports. — The  pastor's  Cab- 
inet, Johnstown,  Pa. 

Leamersville. — Since  our  last  report, 
death  has  claimed  two  brethren,  J.  J. 
Shaffer  and  J.  L.  Bowman,  who  served 
our  church  as  supply  ministers  several 
years  ago.  Bro.  David  K.  Hanawalt  and 
Bro.  G.  Q.  Showalter  recently  filled  the 
pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Earhart.  Our  prayer  meetings  continue 
with  interest.  We  recently  held  a  ground- 
breaking service  for  our  new  parsonage. 
We  co-operated  with  five  other  churches  in 
union  pre-Easter  services.  On  Easter  the 
children  and  young  people  presented  a 
program.  Our  women's  work  is  busy 
quilting  and  also  made  infants'  clothing, 
which  was  sent  to  Kassel,  Germany.  On 
April  23  six  young  people  from  Juniata 
College  presented  a  program  with  Bro. 
Philip  Kulp  delivering  the  message.  An 
offering  of  $22.80  was  given  for  the  col- 
lege. Six  persons  have  been  baptized  and 
one  received  on  former  baptism  prior  to 
our  love  feast  on  April  30. — Mrs.  Rachel 
Claar,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — Palm  Sunday  was  observed 
with  special  programs  at  both  morning 
and  evening  services.  Our  four  choirs 
sang  at  our  evening  service.  We  had  spe- 
cial evangelistic  meetings  every  evening 
during  Holy  Week  with  Bro.  A.  Stauffer 
Curry  as  the  speaker.  Before  the  sermon 
he  gave  us  a  short  talk  on  his  trip  abroad. 
On  Saturday  evening  sixteen  persons  were 
baptized  and  six  were  received  by  letter. 
Our  communion  service  was  held  on  East- 
er. The  young  people  enjoyed  their  an- 
nual Easter  morning  breakfast  in  the 
church.      The     Elizabethtown     College     a 
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cappella  choir  was  entertained  at  a  lunch- 
eon in  our  church  on  April  16.  They  pre- 
sented a  concert  for  us  in  the  evening.  On 
April  23  the  older  members  of  our  church 
were  honored  at  the  morning  service.  This 
service  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  Protestant  churches  of  the  Lebanon 
Council  of  Church  Women.  Several  of  our 
men  attended  the  district  men's  fellow- 
ship held  in  the  Myerstown  church.  They 
continually  contribute  help  to  the  financial 
needs  of  Camp  Swatara.  At  our  spring 
council  meeting  we  chose  our  pastor,  Carl 
W.  Zeigler,  and  S.  G.  Myer  as  our  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference.  The  Beacon 
Bible  class  erected  a  new  outside  bulletin 
board.  A  new  organ  was  bought  and  in- 
stalled. We  decided  to  designate  June  4  as 
the  day  when  we  shall  give  all  of  our  of- 
ferings to  the  Jennersville  building  fund. 
We  decided  to  start  a  building  fund  of  our 
own  as  we  feel  the  need  of  a  larger  church. 
— Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Rockwood. — Our  ladies'  aid  purchased 
folding  chairs  for  the  children's  depart- 
ment and  donated  paint  for  redecorating 
the  entire  basement.  The  men's  work 
group  donated  their  time  in  painting.  The 
young  adult  class  presented  a  new  folding 
organ  for  the  children's  department  of 
the  Sunday  school.  During  the  absence  of 
our  pastor  in  evangelistic  work  the  pulpit 
was  filled  on  March  26  by  Bro.  George 
King  of  Mt.  Pleasant  and  on  the  evening 
of  April  2  the  CBYF  presented  a  special 
service  for  Palm  Sunday.  An  Easter  sun- 
rise service  was  held  and  an  Easter  pro- 
gram was  presented  by  the  children  and 
young  people.  Our  union  Good  Friday 
services  were  held  in  the  Reformed 
church.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
June  11.— Mrs.  Walter  F.  Berkebile,  Rock- 
wood,  Pa. 

Rummel. — Our  church  and  Sunday- 
school  attendance  has  been  gradually  in- 
creasing. Bro.  Wilbur  Mullen,  who  spent 
two  and  one-half  years  in  Brethren  Serv- 
ice in  Europe,  recently  spoke  in  our 
church.  He  also  showed  movies  of  Breth- 
ren Service  work.  We  sent  forty-eight  dol- 
lars for  seeds  for  peace  and  twenty  packets 
of  pictures  for  overseas  children.  Our 
teachers  attended  the  children's  workers' 
conference  conducted  by  Dessie  Miller  of 
Elgin.  The  pre-Easter  messages  were  de- 
livered by  Brethren  Homer  Hess,  Clarence 
Bowman  and  Floyd  McDowell.  The  young 
people  presented  the  pageant,  The  Chal- 
lenge of  the  Cross,  at  Rummel  on  Palm 
Sunday  and  at  Ogletown  on  April  4.  The 
children  presented  an  Easter  program,  di- 
rected by  Sisters  Eva  Wright  and  Luella 
Edeline,  on  Easter  evening.  Our  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  set  a  goal  of  281 
as  our  attendance  on  Easter  and  we 
reached  our  goal.  On  April  16  Bro.  T.  F. 
Henry  of  Juniata  College  spoke  in  our 
church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  George  Wright, 
held  a  week's  meeting  at  Ogletown.  The 
circuit  1  youth  rally  was  held  in  our 
church  on  April  23,  with  Bro.  David  Hana- 
walt as  the  speaker.  On  April  30  the  Scalp 
Level  young  people  dramatized  the  story 
of  Simon  the  Leper  in  our  church.  Since 
our  last  report,  eleven  persons  were  bap- 
tized.— Mrs.  Nettie  Holsinger,  Windber,  Pa. 

Unioniown. — The  men's  work  organiza- 
tion has  been  donating  much  time  and 
labor  in  helping  to  clean  and  paint  several 
of  the  Sunday-school  classrooms.  Our 
church  has  been  sponsoring  a  family  night 
program    once    a    month.     At    the    family 
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DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Canada,   Western — First   Irricana,    Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana — 

Pleasant  Valley,  July  13-16. 
Texas  and   Louisiana — Falfurrias,   July  20- 

23. 
Virginia,  First— Copper  Hill,  July  18-20. 
Virginia,  Southern — Bethlehem,  July  25-27. 
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night  program  we  had  as  our  guest  speak- 
er Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler.  At  the  present  time 
the  women's  work  group  is  collecting 
dress  lengths  of  new  material  to  be  sent 
with  the  relief  shipment  this  month.  These 
were  displayed  at  our  April  family  night 
meeting.  There  are  sixty  such  packages 
now  ready  to  be  shipped.  Three  of  our 
homes  are  hoping  to  have  German  stu- 
dents as  members  of  their  families  in  the 
near  future.  Two  hundred  Lenten  self- 
denial  banks  were  used  by  our  people  dur- 
ing the  Lenten  season.  To  date,  $385.50  has 
been  received  from  these  banks.  Music  for 
the  church  services  on  Palm  Sunday  was 
furnished  by  the  young  people's  choir  in 
the  morning  and  by  the  junior  choir  in 
the  evening.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Guy  West, 
was  the  speaker  for  the  community  sunrise 
service  on  Easter.  At  a  candlelight  serv- 
ice on  Easter  evening  twenty-five  persons 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleas- 
ant St.,   Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  449.  Wanted:  Elderly  Brethren  lady 
to  serve  as  housekeeper  for  widower  in 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Near  Brethren  church. 
Write:  J.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  Ohio, 
or    phone    Hartville — 771. 

No.  450.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  or  elder- 
ly lady  to  care  for  girls,  4  and  6V2  years,  in 
modern  country  home  close  to  Brethren 
church,  more  for  home  than  wages.  Write 
Mrs.  Herman  Miller,  R.  1,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

No.  451.  Wanted:  Farm  home  for  sev- 
eral weeks  vacation  for  big,  strong  boy  of 
6V2  years.  Likes  horses  and  dogs.  Daddy 
has  money  for  board.  If  anyone  has  room 
on  farm  for  one  more  boy,  write:  Kent  W. 
Dusing,  5417  W.  Walton  St.,  2nd,  Chicago 
51,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Building  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.   State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 
and  three  by  letter.  An  Easter  drama 
entitled  For  He  Had  Great  Possessions 
was  presented  by  the  young  people.  Com- 
munion services  were  held  April  16  and 
the  following  week  Bro.  West  took  the 
communion  to  shut-ins  in  thirteen  homes. 
Bro.  H.  B.  Speicher,  camp  manager,  occu- 
pied our  pulpit  in  the  evening  of  April  22, 
speaking  in  the  interest  of  Camp  Harmony. 
The  Gideon  male  chorus  from  the  Walnut 
Grove  church  in  Johnstown  presented  a 
sacred  concert  in  our  church  on  the  eve- 
ning of  April  22. — Mrs.  Pearl  Cunningham, 
Uniontown,  Pa. 

Texas 

Nocona. — Our  regular  council  meeting 
was  held  on  April  2.  Bro.  J.  A.  Eby  was 
chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Delegates  were  also  elected  to  the 
district  meeting  at  Falfurrias.  Our  treas- 
urer reported  that  the  final  payment  has 
been  made  on  our  church  building  loan. 
On  Easter  community  revival  services 
were  held  at  Prairie  Valley  by  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Davis  with  the  following  results:  two 
baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the 
Methodist  church,  one  reconsecrated  in 
the  Baptist  church,  six  baptized  and  one 
reconsecrated  in  the  Nazarene  church  and 
two  baptized  and  eight  reconsecrated  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  One  person 
came  for  baptism  at  the  Easter  morning 
service  at  our  church.  A  program  by  the 
children  and  a  play  by  the  young  people 
were  presented  on  Easter  evening.  Prep- 
arations for  our  vacation  Bible  school  are 
under  way.  Our  men's  organization  is 
doing  some  work  in  the  basement.  The 
Sunday-school  children  held  a  birthday 
party  for  Tommy  Lemons  and  the  church 
and  a  few  close  friends  gave  him  a  fold- 
ing wheelchair.    We  desire  the  prayers  of 


the   Brotherhood   for    our   church   and   its 
work. — Mrs.  Lee  Priddy,  Bowie,  Texas. 

Virginia 

Harrisonburg. — Our  mission  study  this 
year  was  based  on  Japan  and  its  people. 
Following  the  class  period  each  Sunday 
evening  a  movie  was  shown,  either  on 
Japan  or  on  the  life  of  Paul.  Fifteen  per- 
sons were  baptized  and  ten  received  by 
letter  on  Easter.  On  Easter  evening  our 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Stine- 
baugh,  presented  a  short  program  of  music 
appropriate  for  the  occasion.  This  was 
followed  by  the  picture,  Barabbas,  the 
Robber.  We  were  honored  by  having  Bro. 
M.  R.  Zigler  as  guest  minister  at  our 
communion  service.  He  also  spoke  at  a 
mass  meeting  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Like  a  Mighty  Army,  God  Is  My  Landlord 
and  Fugita,  Orphan  in  Japan,  have  been 
among  the  outstanding  films  shown  at  our 
Sunday  evening  services.  Our  delegates  to 
the  district  conference  at  the  Pleasant 
View  church  were  Sisters  Earl  M.  Bow- 
man, C.  S.  Mundy,  I.  M.  Frye,  H.  E. 
Mason  and  Bro.  Robert  Garber.  Our  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference  are  Brother 
and  Sister  Robert  Garber  and  Joan  Straw- 
derman.  At  our  spring  council  meeting 
Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman  was  re-elected  eld- 
er. Bro.  Jacob  S.  Huffman  supplied  the 
pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  who 
was  holding  a  revival  meeting  at  the  Lin- 
ville  Creek  church.  Work  has  begun  on 
our  new  sanctuary. — Ruth  M.  Good,  Har- 
risonburg, Va. 

Ml.  Zion—  Our  elder,  Bro.  H.  E.  Wake- 
man,  and  his  wife  have  a  German  boy 
living  with  them  for  a  year.  He  is  at- 
tending the  local  high  school.  Our  wom- 
en's work  group  met  for  two  evenings  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Vertie  Gochenour  and 
made    several    kettles    of    soap    for    relief. 
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CAMPING  SCHEDULES-1950 


CALIFORNIA 

Camp   Greenhorn    Glennville,   Calif. 

Family    Aug.    14-21 

Camp  La  Verne   Seven  Oaks,  Calif. 

Junior  Boys   June  28 — July  5 

Junior  Boys    July  5-12 

Junior  Boys  July  12-19 

Junior  Girls  July  19-26 

Junior   Girls    July   26— Aug.   2 

Young  Adults   Sept.  1-4 

Peaceful  Pines   Dardanelles,  Calif. 

Family  July  2-9 

Young  Adult  July  9-16 

Youth   July  16-23 

Intermediates   July  23-30 

CANADA 

Camp  Blackf oot   Alberta,  Canada 

Youth   July  17-24 

COLORADO 

Youth   July  24-30 

Intermediates   July  30 — Aug.  4 

FLORIDA 

Camp  Iihiel    Gotha,   Fla. 

Leadership  Training    Aug.   10-13 

Family   Camp    Aug.    13-20 

Intermediates  and  Youth  Aug.  20-27 

IDAHO 

Camp  Stover   Twin  Falls,  Idaho 

Family  July  4-9 

ILLINOIS 

Camp  Emmanuel    Astoria,   111. 

Juniors  July  17-22 

Intermediates   July  22-29 

Family    July    30 — Aug.    5 

Youth Aug.   6-13 

Camp  Emmaus  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Juniors    July   23-29 

Intermediates   July  30 — Aug.  5 

Youth    Aug.    6-12 

Family  Aug.  13-19 

INDIANA 

Camp  Alexander  Mack    Milford,  Ind. 

Juniors  (Northern  Indiana)   ■.  July  2-9 

Juniors  July  9-16 

Intermediate   Girls    July   16-23 

Leadership  Training July  24-29 

Intermediate  Boys  July  30 — Aug.  6 

Senior  Young  People Aug.  6-13 

Laymen's  Fellowship Aug.  18-20 

Older  Youth   Aug.  20-27 

IOWA 

Camp  Pine  Lake  Eldora,  Iowa 

Juniors   Aug.  3-6 

Intermediates    Aug.    6-11 

Adult   Aug.  11-13 

Youth  Aug.  14-19 

KANSAS 
Camp  Mount  Hermon,  Tonganoxie,  Kansas 

Juniors  and  Intermediates July  24-29 

Youth   Aug.  8-14 

Adults   Sept.  1-3 

Camp  Kiwanis Independence,  Kansas 

Juniors  and  Intermediates  July  10-14 


Camp  Webster   Salina,  Kansas 

Juniors  and  Intermediates   July  25-28 

MARYLAND 

Camp  Mardela  Queen  Anne,  Md. 

Women's   Retreat    July   7,    8 

Intermediates   July  9-16 

Youth   July  16-23 

Juniors  July  23-29 

Camp  Peniel  Thurmont,  Md. 

Intermediate  Boys July  23-30 

Junior  Boys  July  30 — Aug.  5 

Intermediate   Girls    Aug.   6-13 

Junior  Girls   Aug.  13-19 

Young  Adults    Aug.   25-27 

Young  People    Aug.   27 — Sept.   3 

Interracial  Camp   New  Windsor,  Md. 

All  ages,  all  races  July  30 — Aug.  5 

MICHIGAN 

Jehnsen  Lake  Camp   Rodney,  Mich. 

Peace  Institute    July  2-7 

Youth  Week  End    July  7-9 

Youth   July  9-16 

Intermediates   July  16-22 

MISSOURI 

Juniors  and  Intermediates   August 

Youth   Aug.  27— Sept.   1 

Camp  of  the  Ozarks   Huston,  Mo. 

Youth   July  24-29 

NEBRASKA 

Camp  Kearney Kearney,  Nebr. 

Family    Aug.    14-19 

Youth    Aug.   21-26 

NORTH  AND  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Mt.  Carmel  Church   Sparta,  N.  C. 

Intermediates  and  Youth   July  18-22 

NORTH  AND   SOUTH  DAKOTA 
Camp  Peace  Gardens  . .  Dunseith,  N.  Dak. 

Youth   July  2-9 

OHIO 

Mountain  Lake  Bellefontaine,  Ohio 

Youth   July  24-30 

Camp  Sugar  Grove   Covington,  Ohio 

Adult  Camp    July  1,  2 

Intermediate  Boys July  3-8 

Intermediate  Girls July  11-15 

Intermediate  Girls July  17-22 

Junior  Girls July  24-29 

Junior  Girls  July  31 — Aug.  5 

Junior  Boys    Aug.  7-12 

Junior  Boys  Aug.  14-19 

Youth   Aug.  20-26 

Women    Sept.    13,    14 

Camp  Zion   East  Sparta,  Ohio 

Intermediates July    9-15 

Juniors  July  16-22 

Homemakers   July  22,  23 

Women's  Rally  July  25 

Ministers'  Retreat  July  25-28 

Youth   July  28— Aug.  5 

Men's  Rally  Aug.  6 

OKLAHOMA 

Camp  Spring  Lake    Cordell,  Okla. 

Youth   July  24-30 

Intermediates   July  30 — Aug.  4 


OREGON 
Camp  Myrtlewood  . .  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon 

Family    July  25 — Aug.   2 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Camp  Harmony  Hooversville,  Pa. 

Intermediates   (14)    July  2-9 

Young  People  (15)    July  9-16 

Youth  (16)   July  16-23 

Harmony  Assembly  July  25-30 

Juniors  (9)    July  31— Aug.  4 

Juniors  (10)   Aug.  4-8 

Juniors   (11)    Aug.   8-13 

Youth   (17  up)    Aug.   13-20 

Camp  Swatara  Bethel,  Pa. 

Juniors    July  2-8 

Juniors  July  9-15 

Men's  Meeting  July  16 

Ministers'   Camp   July   17-19 

Women's  Camp   July  19-21 

Youth  Week  End    July  21-23 

Youth   July  23-29 

Intermediates   July  30 — Aug.  5 

Intermediates    Aug.   6-12 

Intermediates  Aug.  13-19 

Youth   Aug.  20-26 

Women's  Camp   Aug.  29-31 

Young  Adult   Sept.  8-10 

TENNESSEE 

Camp  Placid   Blountville,  Tenn. 

Youth   July  25-29 

Juniors    Aug.  2-4 

TEXAS   AND   LOUISIANA 

Lake  Arthur  Lake  Arthur,  La. 

Family   June  28— July  2 

VIRGINIA 

Camp  Bethel   Fincastle,  Va. 

Intermediates   (14)    July  2-9 

Intermediates  (12-13)   July  9-16 

Juniors  (11)   July  16-23 

Juniors  (10)    July  23-30 

Youth   July  30— Aug.  6 

Adult  Fellowship    Aug.    12-13 

Youth  Fellowship  Aug.  18-20 

WASHINGTON 

Camp  Dudley 

Family    Aug.   29 — Sept.   4 

WEST   VIRGINIA 

Camp  Galilee    Terra  Alta,  W.  Va. 

Juniors    July  30 — Aug.   6 

Intermediates   Aug.  6-13 

Young  People  Aug.  13-20 

Camp  Hope   .  .   Barbour  County  4-H  Camp 
Family  Camp   July  16-22 

WISCONSIN 

Camp  Chippewa Mondovi,  Wis. 

Intermediates  and  Youth   July  17-21 

U.C.Y.M. 

Eastern   Aug.  7-9 

Lake  Winnipesaukee,  N.  H. 

Central    Aug.    14-16 

Lake  Geneva,  Wis. 

Pacific   Northwest    Aug.   7-14 

Camp  Wyeth,  Oregon 

Pacific  Southwest   July  31— Aug.  7 

Big  Bear  Lake,  Calif. 

Rocky  Mountain Aug.  6  -12 

Estes  Park,  Colo. 

Southwestern July  9-16 

Price's   Falls,   Oklahoma 


Our  congregation  gave  generous  aid  to  the 
CROP  program.  We  were  happy  to  have 
some  of  the  peace  caravaners  in  our  midst 
recently.  Our  one-week  evangelistic  serv- 
ices at  Luray  were  held  April  2-9  by  Bro. 
J.  H.  Hollinger  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Two 
persons  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Our  communion  services  were  held 
on  Thursday  night  during  our  revival. 
Bro.  Archie  Jenkins,  Sister  Carrie  Huff- 
man, Bro.  David  Varner  and  Bro.  Cletus 
Campbell  were  our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  held  in  the  Pleasant  View 
church.  Our  women's  work  group  has 
been  very  active  in  raising  funds  by 
sales  and  donations  and  helping  in  the 
relief  program.  Our  young  people  are  ac- 
tive in  the  relief  program  and  are  helping 
to  raise  funds  for  our  new  parsonage. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school  sometime  in  June.  Four  persons 
have  been  added  to  the  church  and  three 
have  been  lost  by  death  since  our  last  re- 
port.—Ruth  Painter,  Luray,  Va. 


Staunton. — Our  church  has  had  several 
guest  speakers  since  our  last  report.  Rev. 
Freeman  Parker,  pastor  of  a  near-by  Pres- 
byterian church  and  former  army  chap- 
lain in  Japan,  delivered  a  message  con- 
cerning the  great  opportunity  the  Chris- 
tian church  has  in  Japan.  He  also 
preached  at  our  church  recently  on  the 
annual  pulpit  exchange  Sunday  for  the 
Staunton  churches.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  an 
India  missionary,  delivered  the  morning 
message  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  March.  The 
regional  youth  caravaners  were  with  us 
April  23-30.  During  the  months  of  April 
the  men's  chorus  of  Bridgewater  College 
and  the  student  volunteers  of  the  college 
presented  a  special  worship  service  at  our 
church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell, 
conducted  our  pre-Easter  services.  Since 
our  last  report,  we  have  received  twenty- 
four  members  by  letter  and  sixteen  by 
baptism.  Our  pastor  was  moderator  of  our 
recent  district  meeting.  He  is  also  chair- 
man of  the  district  council  of  boards,  pres- 


ident of  the  Staunton  ministers'  association 
and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Augusta 
County  ministerial  fellowship.  Since  we 
have  organized  our  women's  work  in  five 
chapters,  our  monthly  average  attendance 
has  been  greatly  increased.  Mrs.  Nevin 
Fisher,  regional  director  of  children's 
work,  served  as  the  guest  speaker  for  two 
recent  meetings  of  the  parents'  club.  Our 
Wednesday  evening  services  have  been 
used  for  leadership  training  of  workers  in 
all  phases  of  our  church  program. — Mrs. 
J.  W.  Whitesel,   Staunton,  Va. 

Unity. — The  deacons  have  recently  or- 
ganized groups  to  carry  on  a  visitation 
program  among  all  the  members  of  the 
congregation.  Our  pastor  held  pre-Easter 
services  at  the  Bethel  house;  there  were 
seven  applicants  for  baptism.  Two  have 
applied  for  membership  by  letter.  This 
year    our    congregation    is    continuing    its 
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atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the 
tomb,  ascension  and  personal  and  visible 
return,  and  the  resurrection,  both  of  the 
just  and  unjust  (John  5:28,  29;  1  Thess. 
4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testa- 
ment rites:  Baptism  of  penitent  believers 
by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of 
sins  (Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet- washing 
(John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5:10);  love  feast 
(Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34; 
Jude  12);  communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the 
Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 16;  Acts 
20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1 
Cor.  11:2-16);  the  anointing  for  healing 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5: 13-18; 
Mark  6: 13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8: 17; 
19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14).  These  rites  are  repre- 
•  sentative   of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain 

in  the  lives  of  true  believers,  and  as  such 

Name      are  essential  factors  in  the  development 

of  the  Christian  life. 

R.    D.    or    St 
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membership  in  the  100%  Messenger  club. 
The  women's  groups  of  both  churches  are 
active  in  collecting  and  sewing  relief  ma- 
terials. The  Bethel  aid  meets  each  week 
to  sew.  The  men's  and  women's  organiza- 
tions at  Fairview  sponsors  a  monthly  cov- 
ered-dish supper.  The  men  at  Fairview 
are  putting  out  seven  acres  of  corn  as  a 
Lord's  acre  project  this  summer.  The  new- 
ly organized  CBYF  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  most  active  groups  in  the  congrega- 
tion. Meetings  are  held  twice  a  month, 
featuring  recreation,  outside  speakers,  dis- 
cussions, visual  aids  and  light  refresh- 
ments. The  subject  for  study  now  is 
Christian  vocations.  Both  churches  had 
a  dedication  service  for  babies  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Mother's  Day  worship  pro- 
gram.— Wilma   Robertson,   Broadway,    Va. 

Washington 
Sunnyslope. — We  held  our  love  feast  on 
the  evening  of  April  7  following  baptismal 
services.  Two  persons  were  received  into 
the  church  at  this  time.  The  young  peo- 
ple's group  sponsored  a  sunrise  service 
on  Easter  morning.  An  Easter  cantata  was 
presented  in  the  evening  to  a  well-filled 
house.  On  April  23  Bro.  Vernard  Eller  of 
La  Verne  College  spoke  to  us  on  the  values 
of  Christian  college  education.  On  May  7 
we  plan  to  hold  special  consecration  serv- 
ices for  the  babies  of  our  church  group. 
Our  women's  work  has  been  busy  work- 
ing over  garments  for  relief  and  making 
bazaar  items.  We  sponsored  a  birthday 
dinner  on  March  16  in  the  church  base- 
ment to  raise  money  for  our  district  quota. 
— Mrs.   Aubrey  Pobst,    Wenatchee,    Wash. 

West  Virginia 
Hevener. — Our  pastor  held  a  pre-Easter 
service  for  us  on  April  6,  using  color  slides, 
accompanied  by  Scripture,  hymns  and 
prayer.  The  Sunday  school  presented  a 
program  on  Easter  morning.  Our  church 
was  well  represented  at  the  congregational 
council  held  at  Durbin  on  April  1.  The 
writer  was  delegate  to  the  district  confer- 
ence held  at  Sangerville,  Va.,  March  29- 
30.  Our  pastor  held  an  evangelistic  meet- 
ing during  the  last  two  weeks  of  April  in 
the  Arbor  Hill  church.  In  his  absence  Mrs. 
Byrd  filled  the  pulpit.  We  gave  fifty  dol- 
lars to  the  One  Great  Hour  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  the  Red  Cross  and  helped 
several  who  were  ill  or  who  had  met  with 
misfortune.  One  offering  each  month  goes 
for  missions.  Our  women's  work  meets 
each  month  for  worship  and  work.  They 
recently  had  an  all-day  work  meeting,  at 
which  time  they  made  comforters  and 
filled  a  bag  with  used  clothing  for  relief. 
Their  main  project  during  the  winter  was 
the  placing  of  a  refrigerator  in  the  par- 
sonage at  Durbin.    We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
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senger  club  and  are  using  The  Upper 
Room  as  an  aid  to  daily  devotions.  We 
have  prayer  and  song  service  each  Thurs- 
day evening.  We  are  now  making  plans 
for  the  daily  vacation  Bible  school  to  be- 
held in  July. — Mrs.  Henry  Hevener,  Dur- 
bin, W.  Va. 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the 
Pietistic  movement  following  the  Refor- 
mation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  funda- 
mental evangelical  doctrines  of  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity 
of  Christ,  the  sin-pardoning  value  of  his 


4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the 
individual,  and  family  worship  for  the 
home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Philpp.  4:8,  9); 
stewardship  of  time,  talents  and  money 
(Matt.  25: 14-30);  taking  care  of  the  father- 
less, widows,  poor,  sick  and  aged  (Acts 
6: 1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War 
and  the  taking  of  human  life  (Matt.  5 :  21- 
26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12); 
violence  in  personal  and  industrial  con- 
troversy (Matt.  7:12;  Rom.  13:8-10);  in- 
temperance in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal. 
5: 19-26;  Eph.  5:  18);  going  to  law,  especial- 
ly against  our  Christian  brethren  (1  Cor. 
6: 1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for 
the  one  Scriptural  reason  (Matt.  19:9); 
every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James 
5:12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  | 
societies  (2  Cor.  6: 14-18);  games  of  chance 
and    sinful    amusements    (1    Thess.    5:22; 

1  Pet.  2:  11;  Rom.  12:  17);  extravagant  and 
immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8-10;  1  Peter 
3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly,  in  harmony  with 
the  Great  Commission,  for  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of 
men  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in  every 
believer    (Matt.   28:18-20;    Mark   16:15,    16; 

2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its 
only  creed,  in  harmony  with  which  the 
above  brief  doctrinal  statement  is  made. 


IF  YOU 

y 

are  a  member  of  a  committee  or  a  board  you  can 
improve  your  service  on  that  body  by  reading 

The  Art  of  Board  Membership 

by  Roy  Sorenson 

— It  defines  the  specific  duties  and  responsibilities  of  both 
laymen  and  professional  executives 

— It  describes  the  handling  of  meetings,  and  prescribes  the 
elements  of  a  good  board  or  committee  meeting 

—  It  shows   by  practical   examples   how   a  board  and  its 
members  may  avoid  trial  and  error 

—  It  gives  the  inside  story  of  what  goes  on — and  why — 
when  boards  and  committees  meet 

The  price  is  $2.00 

BRETHREN      PUBLISHING      HOUSE 
ELGIN.      ILLINOIS 
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7  HAT  part  of  our  country  which  was  once  called  the  great  American  desert  was 
fearfully  dreaded  by  those  who  ventured  a  pioneer  crossing  to  the  West.  But 
there  were  some  among  those  early  pioneers  who  stopped  on  that  "desert/'  unslung 
their  plows  from  the  covered  wagons,  and  "broke  out  the  sod/'  When  they  did  that, 
the   desert   blossomed   into   russet   wheat. 

Others  who  followed  them  improved  the  variety  of  the  wheat,  and  across  the 
land  elevators  like  the  above  lifted  their  tall  fingerlike  forms  toward  the  sky.  Near 
them   homes,  churches  and  schools  came  into  existence. 

Now  the  elevators  are  filled  with  wheat;  the  plainsmen  wonder  where  new 
crops  can   be  stored. 

The  earth  has  yielded  her  bounty  that  humanity  might  live.  If  we  can  share  it 
as  brothers,  little  children  will  not  need  to  hunger.  How  much  longer  will  it  take  us 
to  learn   to  do  that? 


"We  know  that  we  abide  in  him 
and  he  in  us  because  we  have  his 
spirit." 

Gospel  Messenger 
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Over  five  hundred  Africans  are 
studying  in  the  colleges  and  univer- 
sities of  North  America. 

Cash  receipts  and  anticipated  ad- 
ditional returns  from  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  appeal  on  March 
12  are  estimated  to  be  over  four 
million  dollars. 

A  Christian  college  may  be  es- 
tablished in  Alaska.  The  Metho- 
dists, answering  the  request  of 
eleven  Alaskan  communities,  expect 
other  denominations  to  join  them  in 
making  the  project  possible.  (WP) 

The  twelve-foot  cross  on  top  of  the 
Judson  Memorial  church  in  New 
York  is  again  lighted  at  night.  This 
beacon  for  men  of  faith  will  be  kept 
in  repair  and  lighted  by  the  Chris- 
tian Association  of  New  York 
University. 

Two     fundamental    principles    of 

equality  in  regard  to  the  nationality 
of  women  were  adopted  by  the 
fourth  session  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women.  These  stated 
that  there  should  be  no  distinction 
based  on  sex  in  regard  to  nationality 
and  that  neither  marriage  nor  its 
dissolution  shall  affect  the  nationali- 
ty of  either  spouse. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  World 
Youth  Friendship  League  over  the 
last  twelve  years  is  another  sign 
of  the  increasing  desire  to  organize 
internationally  for  peace.  An  illus- 
trated pocket-size  publication,  The 
International  Youth  Review,  helps 
to  cultivate  an  international  outlook 
and  Christian  unity.  Another  activi- 
ty of  the  league  is  sponsoring  inter- 
national pen  pals.  (WP) 

War  or  Peace 

Something  has  gone  wrong  with 
our  nation,  or  we  should  not  be  in 
our  present  plight  and  mood.  It  is 
not  like  us  to  be  on  the  defensive 
and  to  be  fearful.  That  is  new  in 
our  history.  .  .  .  What  we  lack  is  a 
righteous  and  dynamic  faith.  With- 
out it,  all  else  avails  us  little.  The 
lack  cannot  be  compensated  for 
by  politicians,  however  able;  or  by 
diplomats,  however  astute;  or  by  sci- 
entists, however  inventive;  or  by 
bombs,  however  powerful.  .  .  . 

Our  greatest  need  is  to  regain  con- 
fidence in  our  spiritual  heritage.  .  .  . 
There  is  no  use  having  more  and 
louder  Voices  of  America  unless  we 
have  something  to  say  that  is  more 
persuasive  than  anything  yet  said. — 
John  Foster  Dulles. 


A  total  of  22,585  blanket  assur- 
ances '  and  7,924  regular  ones  for 
displaced  persons  had  been  sent 
through  Church  World  Service  by 
the  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
churches  by  May  1.  There  have  been 
13,403  arrivals. 

A  nation-wide  campaign  for  peace 
was  made  in  Poland  during  May. 
More  than  17,000,000  people,  half 
of  the  population  of  the  country, 
signed  the  petitions  supporting  the 
Stockholm  Appeal  for  the  outlawing 
of  the  atomic  bomb. 

An  organization  to  promote  better 
relations  among  racial  and  religious 
groups  has  been  formed  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  Sponsored  jointly  by 
business,  labor,  civic  and  religious 
groups,  the  Council  of  Human  Rela- 
tions hopes  to  create  a  long-term 
program  on  a  year-round  basis. 

Intelligent  appreciation  of  citizen- 
ship, the  welfare  of  the  United  States 
and  the  good  of  the  world  were  the 
objectives  of  the  fifth  national  con- 
ference on  citizenship  held  in  Wash- 
ington. The  one  thousand  delegates 
to  the  conference,  which  was  spon- 
sored by  the  National  Education  As- 
sociation and  the  Department  of 
Justice,  represented  about  five  hun- 
dred public  and  private  organiza- 
tions. 

The  Passion  Play  of  Oberammer- 
gau  opened  its.  1950  season  in  the 
presence  of  an  audience  of  5,000 
people,  3,000  of  whom  were  from 
some  foreign  country.  This  is  the 
first  time  in  sixteen  years  that  the 
play  has  been  given,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  its  three-hundred-year 
history  an  American  has  a  part.  The 
six-year-old  son  of  an  army  officer 
plays  the  part  of  one  of  the  children 
of  Jerusalem. 

Steps  toward  total  disarmament 
have  been  urged  by  a  group  of  six- 
teen scientists,  educators  and  clergy- 
men. Their  plan  calls  for  the 
following:  an  immediate  halt  to 
atomic  bomb  production;  acceptance 
of  the  Soviet  proposal  for  national 
atomic  ownership  under  an  agree- 
ment blocking  large-scale  produc- 
tion; acceptance  of  the  American 
proposal  for  international  inspection 
of  atomic  resources  and  production; 
a  compromise  in  the  U.S.-Soviet  dis- 
agreement over  whether  stockpiles 
should  be  destroyed  before  or  after 
international  controls  go  into  effect; 
abolition  of  all  armies  and  conven- 
tional weapons  at  the  same  time 
atomic    weapons   are   destroyed. 


Would  you  know  a  Christian?  Then 
you   must   know   his   essential  spirit 


The  Christian's  Style 


WHAT  do  you  consider  the 
most  important  and  re- 
vealing fact  to  know- 
about  a  person?  Is  it  his  ante- 
cedents, heritage,  background? 
Certainly  that  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Or  would  you  be  most 
interested  in  his  possessions,  the 
position  he  occupies,  the  nature 
of  his  reputation?  Unquestion- 
ably this  factor  would  seem  to 
be  of  no  little  practical  conse- 
quence.  Or  would  it  mean  most 


to  know  his  possibilities,  his 
promise,  what  he  might  be- 
come? That  surely  is  highly  sig- 
nificant. But  there  is  something 
more  meaningful  and  informa- 
tive than  any  of  these  items,  it 
would  seem.  The  crucially  im- 
portant thing  to  know  about  a 
person  is  his  style. 

Just  what  we  mean  by  style 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  state 
precisely.  No  descriptive  defini- 
tion seems  to  be  quite  adequate. 


To  attempt  to  analyze  it  in  or- 
der to  get  at  its  essence  is  like 
dissecting  a  rose  to  find  its  fra- 
grance: we  destroy  the  flower 
and  dissipate  its  fragrance. 

A  person's  style  is  made  up, 
not  of  just  one,  two  or  ten  in- 
gredients, but  of  all  he  is.  It 
is  that  total  combination  of  per- 
sonality qualities  that  gives  him 
his  uniqueness,  his  individual- 
ity, his  distinctive  nature.  It  is 
the  tout  ensemble,  his  altogeth- 


Henry  H.  Crane 

Pastor,   Central   Methodist  Church, 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Photo  by  Religious  News  Service  from  a 
wax  sculpture  by  D.  Mastroianni 


The  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
cannot  be  mistaken;  it  is  what 
Jesus    would    do;    it   is   his   style 
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erness,  that  is  actually  he.  It  is 
his  essential  spirit. 

Now  it  is  a  peculiar  and  some- 
what perplexing  fact  that  one 
may  be  fairly  familiar  with  a 
person,  yet  never  discover  any 
distinctive  style. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  may 
have  but  few  items  of  actual  in- 
formation about  a  person  and 
only  a  casual  acquaintance,  or 
you  may  never  even  have  met 
him  personally,  and  yet  you  feel 
quite  sure  you  know  him — be- 
cause you  are  sure  of  his  style. 
The  fact  is,  a  person  is  never 
really  a  person  in  the  deepest 
sense  until  he  has  achieved  such 
a  degree  of  integration  as  to 
reveal  a  distinctive  style  all  his 
own. 

The  significance  of  this  idea 
finds  its  most  obvious  validation 
in  all  truly  great  personalities 
and  it  is  superlatively  evident 
in  the  person  of  the  Master  him- 
self. He  is  the  best  known  per- 
sonality in  all  history.  And  how 
do  we  know  him  so  well?  We 
know  his  style!  It  is  unique, 
original,  divinely  different.  The 
only  generally  acceptable  ex- 
planation is  that  it  is  the  style 
of  God  himself. 

Let  this,  then,  be  the  first 
major  matter  to  remember:  If 
we  would  really  know  the  Mas- 
ter we  must  know  his  style. 
How,  where,  when  he  was  born; 
who  were  his  forbears,  his  rela- 
tives, his  friends;  what  was  his 
vocation,  his  income,  his  busi- 
ness connections — all  these  fac- 
tors are  doubtless  of  interest 
and  value,  but  they  are  not  es- 
sential to  the  crucial  issue, 
namely,  authentic  knowledge  of 
his  style. 

If  we  are  to  know  Jesus,  we 
must  know  his  style.  Once 
known,  it  cannot  easily  be  mis- 
taken. The  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  for  example,  whether 
it  is  a  compilation  of  sayings 
uttered  at  different  times  and 
in  various  places,  or  whether  it 
is  a  single  address — what  does 
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Jesus    invariably    di- 
rected    attention     to 
his  style 


Photo    by    Keystone 


it  matter.  It  is  not  Buddha's  or 
Mohammed's  or  that  of  Confu- 
cius. It  is  the  Master's.  Like- 
wise the  story  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  and  the  immortal 
parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son;  who 
can  mistake  them?  And  the  un- 
forgettable account  of  the  wom- 
an caught  in  the  act  of  adultery, 
what  of  that?  Because  most  of 
the  ancient  authorities  omit  this 
incident,  it  is  considered  by 
some  to  be  apocryphal. 

But  the  heart  of  humanity 
will  not  let  it  go.  The  story  must 
be  authentic,  because  that  is 
just  what  Jesus  would  do  and 
say  in  such  a  distressing  situa- 
tion— that  is  his  style. 

But  consider  now  a  second  sig- 
nificant fact:  The  one  way  in 
which  Jesus  almost  invariably 
sought  to  authenticate  himself 
was  by  directing  attention  to 
his  style.  It  was  not  easy,  as 
some  too  easily  assume,  for  Je- 
sus to  convince  his  contempo- 
raries that  he  was  the  long- 
looked-for  Messiah.  Even  those 
who  seemed  to  be  most  staunch 
in  this  belief  had  their  dark 
hours  of  dismal  doubt,  for  the 
Master  himself  refrained  from 
making  any  dogmatic  declara- 
tions on  the  subject  until  the 
conviction  was  expressed  by 
Peter  at  Caesarea  Philippi.  Even 
John  the  Baptist,  the  dauntless 


forerunner  who  first  announced 
the  great  idea,  came  at  length 
to  be  tortured  by  harrowing  un- 
certainty. Was  he  simply  a 
deluded  fanatic  snared  by  a  wild 
dream,  or  was  this  Jesus  really 
the  Messiah,  the  very  Son  of 
God?  He  had  to  know.  Calling 
two  of  his  disciples,  he  bade 
them  go  to  Jesus  and  ask  him 
point  blank,  "Art  thou  he  that 
should  come,  or  look  we  for 
another?" 

And  how  did  the  Master  make 
answer?  He  deliberately  re- 
frained from  giving  any  cate- 
gorical affirmative.  Rather  he 
said  unto  them,  "Go  your  way, 
and  tell  John  what  things  ye 
have  seen  and  heard;  how  that 
the  blind  see,  the  lame  walk,  the 
lepers  are  cleansed,  the  deaf 
hear,  the  dead  are  raised,  and 
[note  what  a  climax!]  to  the 
poor  the  gospel  is  preached." 
So,  even  to  his  own  forerunner 
of  whom  he  could  say,  "Among 
them  that  are  born  of  women 
there  hath  not  arisen  a  greater 
than  John  the  Baptist."  Jesus 
sought  to  validate  himself  sim- 
ply by  directing  attention  to  his 
style.  And  significantly  enough 
John  recognized  it,  and  gloried 
in  it  and,  thus  empowered,  he 
went  to  his  death  unconquered, 
unembittered,  unafraid. 

Continued  on  page  10 


Before  Conference  Began 


Last  week's  Gospel  Messenger 
reported  pre-Conference  activities 
up  to  the  Sunday  evening  session. 
We  begin  this  week  with  the  re- 
port of  the  districts  by  regional 
men  to  Standing  Committee 


Evening  Session 

Bro.  J.  Monroe  Danner  of 
Pennsylvania  led  the  evening 
prayer  as  the  joint  session  con- 
tinued at  seven  o'clock.  It  had 
been  decided  that  instead  of 
following  the  usual  custom  of 
having  each  district  report  sep- 
arately there  would  be  regional 
reports.  The  delegates  from  the 
districts  met  in  the  afternoon  to 
work  out  combined  regional  re- 
ports. Each  region  was  allotted 
about  twenty  minutes. 

Central  Region 

The  Central  Region  reported 
302  organized  churches  with 
about  30,000  members.  Their  per 
capita  giving  ranges  from  $5  to 
$8.  During  the  past  year  they 
organized  three  new  churches 
and  built  ten  new  parsonages. 
Twenty-six  churches  were  re- 
modeled or  rebuilt.  Fifty-five 
per  cent  of  the  churches  have 
full-time  pastors.  Six  camps  are 
owned  by  the  districts  and  five 
homes  for  the  aged  are  district 
owned.  Forty  people  were  li- 
censed to  the  ministry  last  year. 
About  twenty-five  Central  Re- 
gion people  are  in  foreign  mis- 
sions and  an  equal  number  in 
Brethren  Service.  Two  hundred 
twenty-eight  DP  families  were 
located  last  year.  Twenty-eight 
German  students  are  in  the  re- 
gion. There  are  eighteen  church- 
owned  farms.  Some  trends  were 
pointed  out:  to  pay  more  salary 
to  pastors,  to  re-emphasize  the 
local  church,  to  increase  Broth- 
erhood giving.  There  is  a  trend 
toward  longer  pastorates  espe- 
cially in  the  larger  churches  and 
a  trend  toward  projects  instead 
of    unidentified    budget    items. 


R.  V.  Bollinger  and  Jeff  Mathis 
brought  this  report. 

Eastern  Region 

There  are  five  districts  with 
50,000  members  in  the  Eastern 
Region.  Some  areas  of  unrest 
were  pointed  out:  A  desire  to 
have  certain  independent 
churches  within  the  region, 
some  tendency  to  lift  up  certain 
theological  emphases  which  are 
not  Brethren  in  heritage  or  con- 
tent, some  emphasis  on  funda- 
mentalism rather  than  fun- 
damentals. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  region 
is  making  good  progress  in  var- 
ious ways.  A  number  of  new 
churches  have  been  built  and 
more  have  been  remodeled.  Two 
churches  were  lost  by  fire  but 
are  now  being  rebuilt — their 
sister  churches  have  helped 
them.  Camp  Swatara  has  great- 
ly grown.  There  has  been  an 
active  interest  in  DP's,  German 
students  and  in  relief.  Youth 
work  and  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service  are  active.  There  are 
still  many  free  ministry 
churches.  Most  of  the  churches 
desiring  pastors  have  been  able 
to  get  them.  There  are  no  paid 
district  workers,  instead  there 
is  an  increasing  regional  con- 
sciousness. The  regional  council 
is  active  and  effective.  Levi 
Ziegler  brought  this  report. 

Pacific  Coast  Region 

This  region  has  six  districts  in 
two  countries,  the  United  States 
and  Canada;  there  are  about  250 
members  in  Western  Canada. 
The  farthest  churches  in  the  re- 
gion are  separated  by  about 
1,500  miles.  Sometimes  within  a 
single  district  the  churches  are 
400  or  500  miles  apart.  A  rapid 
western  movement  has  supplied 
more  people  than  the  churches 
have  been  able  to  keep  up  with. 
For  instance,  seventy-eight  per 
cent  of  the  people  of  Washing- 


ton are  not  identified  with  any 
church.  There  are  scores  of 
places  where  churches  could  and 
should  be  started  now  which  if 
not  entered  at  once  will  be  lost 
to  the  Brethren. 

Some  new  churches  are  be- 
ing built;  others  are  being  re- 
located. One  of  the  problems  is 
to  meet  community  need  and  to 
build  a  Church  of  the  Brethren 
out  of  individuals  who  have  no 
Brethren  background.  The  re- 
gional camp  program  is  helpful 
and  very  active.  I.  V.  Funder- 
burgh  brought  this  report. 

Southeastern  Region 

This  region  comprises  fourteen 
districts;  it  has  had  regional 
work  longer  than  any  other.  It 
has  a  rather  highly  organized 
regional  program  including  well 
organized  children's  work,  va- 
cation church  schools  and  youth 
work.  In  general,  the  districts 
are  forward  moving.  There  are 
six  region-owned  camps.  An  in- 
terracial camp  has  been  held  for 
about  five  years  and  will  con- 
tinue. Peace  studies  have  been 
in  progress. 

There  are  about  450  meeting 
places  in  the  region  with  half  of 
them  being  very  small.  About 
fifty  individuals  have  been  taken 
into  the  ministry  this  year,  but 
there  are  still  not  enough  minis- 
ters to  go  around.  All  but  three 
districts  have  fieldmen.  The  per 
capita  giving  is  low.  Expres- 
sions of  appreciation  were  given 
to  other  regions  which  have  sent 
workers  and  support  to  the 
Southeastern  Region.  Bro.  Minor 
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Myers   and   Bro.    Ora   Delauter 
brought  this  report. 

Western  Region 

Bro.  Blair  Helman  told  of  the 
churches  which  are  building  or 
have  built  recently.  Parsonages 
likewise  are  being  built  and  in 
some  areas  church  farms  are 
now  operating.  Some  districts 
are  combining.  Floyd  Crist  told 
of  the  work  of  caring  for  the 
aged  through  a  regional  home. 
Glenn  Swinger  reported  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  camping  in 
the  region.  Districts  are  combin- 
ing in  camp  operation.  Four 
camps  are  Brethren  owned  and 
others  are  in  process  of  purchase. 
Dwight  Enberg  told  of  the 
church  at  Fredonia,  Kansas,  as 
it  has  developed.  It  is  illustra- 
tive of  what  can  be  done  at 
many  other  places.  Bro.  James 
Elrod  spoke  of  the  challenge  of 
the  region  in  a  general  way. 
Additional  leadership  is  needed, 
especially  those  who  are  willing 
to  work  in  small  churches. 


Overseas  Churches 

Ira  Petre  reported  a  growing 
church  in  Africa  and  a  widening 
interest  in  the  church  and  its 
program. 

Ernest  Wampler,  just  back 
from  China,  told  of  the  work 
there.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
church  is  firmly  established  and 
that  nothing  can  stop  its  growth 
or  crush  it.  He  challenged  us 
to  keep  faith  with  the  people 
there. 

J.  M.  Blough  brought  greet- 
ings from  India.  Two  new 
churches  have  recently  been  or- 
ganized. There  are  twenty-three 
churches  and  about  9,000  mem- 
bers in  India.  Twenty-five 
schools  had  to  be  closed  owing 
to  a  cut  in  the  budget.  Never- 
theless, the  work  is  hopeful. 
Bro.  Bhagat  brought  greetings 
from  the  Second  District  of  In- 
dia. He  expressed  highest  ex- 
pectation and  hope  for  the  work 
in  India. 

Continued   on   page   8 


Thinking  About  the  News 


The  Comics  Again 

MOST  comic  books  are  not  comic. 
What  they  do  to  our  children 
is  even  less  funny.  The  city 
of  Elgin,  111.,  decided  recently  to  do 
something  about  comic  books.  They 
hope  to  do  something  to  improve 
radio,  movies,  television  and  other 
things  which  influence  children  also 
in  due  time. 

The  movement  began  in  one  of  the 
local  schools.  Parents  and  teachers 
together  became  concerned  about 
the  type  of  comic  books  which  the 
children  were  reading  and  freely 
exchanging  among  themselves. 
Some  parents  were  trying  to  have 
their  children  read  no  comic  books. 
Others  were  trying  to  help  their 
children  select  only  the  better  comic 
books.  The  larger  group  of  parents 
were  not  able  to  discriminate  be- 
tween good  and  bad  comic  books  or 
had  given  no  thought  to  the  matter. 
By  process  of  childhood  trading  all 
of  the  comic  books  whether  good  or 
bad  were  circulated  in  all  of  the 
homes. 
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After  the  local  PTA  had  discussed 
comic  books,  they  asked  the  city 
PTA  officers  whether  something 
could  be  done  on  a  city-wide  basis. 
A  committee  of  representative 
parents  and  school  officials  was 
appointed  to  examine  comic  books 
and  make  recommendations. 

This  committee  took  its  job 
seriously  and  met  to  study  together 
in  one  another's  homes.  They  under- 
took to  find  out  what  other  cities 
were  doing  about  comic  books.  They 
discovered  that  most  cities  were 
doing  nothing,  but  that  worth-while 
studies  had  been  made  by  a  few  and 
that  they  were  glad  to  share  their 
information  and  findings. 

This  committee's  second  step  was 
to  set  up  a  system  of  standards  by 
which  to  judge  comic  books. 
Against  this  standard  they  made  a 
study  of  available  comic  books  and 
listed  them  as  good,  medium  and 
definitely  harmful.  The  criteria  for 
judging  comic  books  were:  (1)  good 
moral  standards;  (2)  wholesome 
characters;  (3)  uplifting  plot;  (4) 
wholesome  entertainment;  (5)  dress 
appropriate  to  the  occasion;  (6)  good 
art    and    diction;     (7)    good    family 


relationships;  (8)  wholesome  person- 
to-person  relationships;  (9)  freedom 
from  prejudice  of  race,  creed  or 
nationality. 

Out  of  the  400  available  comic 
books  only  180  fell  into  either  the 
good  or  the  medium  standard;  220 
were  judged  actually  harmful. 

After  reporting  back  to  the  city 
PTA  officers,  the  committee  was 
asked  to  implement  its  findings. 
They  followed  a  procedure  which 
worked  out  very  acceptably. 

First,  they  had  members  of  the 
PTA's  of  all  the  schools  of  the  city 
go  to  all  places  within  the  city 
where  comic  books  were  sold.  They 
showed  to  these  people  the  list  of 
comics  as  they  had  been  classified 
by  the  committee.  They  asked  the 
stores  whether  they  would  not  clear 
their  shelves  of  all  objectionable 
comics  and  handle  only  the  ap- 
proved list.  In  every  case  the  dis- 
pensers of  comics  within  the  city 
were  glad  to  co-operate.  A  period 
of  time  was  agreed  upon  to  put  the 
plan  into  effect. 

After  a  month  the  list  of  approved 
comics  was  distributed  through  the 
schools  and  every  child  took  it 
home  together  with  a  letter  to  the 
parents  which  began  with  this 
sentence:  "Do  your  children  read 
comic  books?  Do  you  know  what 
comic  books  are  harmful  to  children 
and  which  ones  are  acceptable?" 
The  letter  then  explained  what  the 
parents  and  teachers  were  trying  to 
do. 

This  was  followed  by  local  news- 
paper publicity  explaining  the  work 
of  the  committee.  The  complete  list 
of  approved  comics  was  printed. 
The  objectionable  list  was  not  made 
available  to  the  children  or  to  the 
general  public  at  any  time. 

The  editor  of  the  local  newspaper 
lifted  up  the  worihwhileness  of  this 
effort  in  an  editorial;  a  skit  over  the 
local  radio  station  told  of  the  work 
of  the  committee  for  the  benefit  of 
the  children  of  the  city. 

The  effort  has  been  a  success  in 
Elgin.  Recently  a  child  went  to  a 
local  drugstore  and  asked  for  a 
comic  book  which  was  on  the 
objectionable  list.  The  druggist 
replied,  "The  PTA  will  not  let  me 
sell  you  that  comic.  They  will  let 
me  sell  you  only  the  comics  which 
will  not  do  you  harm." 

A  group  of  Christian  people  work- 
ing together  through  a  PTA  or  in 
some  other  unified  way  can  do  very 
much  to  clean  up  objectionable 
things  in  any  city.  Christians  ought 
to  do  a  lot  more  of  it  than  they  do. 
Christ  should  be  central  both  in 
personal  and  in  community  life. 


The  spirit  and  attitude  of  the 
nurse  as  well  as  good  nursing 
techniques  aid  in  building  the 
patient's  morale  and  in  recovery 


Ruby  Hoke.  R.N. 

Sebring,  Florida 


NURSING  IDEALS 


THE  word  nursing  is  a  beau- 
tiful old  word  meaning  "to 
nourish,  to  educate,  to  sus- 
tain, or  to  protect."  A  modern 
author  calls  the  nurse  the  "foster 
mother"  of  all  the  world.  Nurs- 
ing is  a  human  art.  Florence 
Nightingale  said  the  art  of  nurs- 
ing is  nursing  the  sick,  not  in 
nursing  sickness.  Its  roots  are 
in  love  of  service  and  in  sym- 
pathy for  human  beings  as  in- 
dividuals and  in  understanding 
their  personal  relationships. 
Nursing  is  one  of  the  greatest 
service  vocations,  perhaps  the 
greatest,  for  women.  "Wherever 
and  whenever  there  is  life  to  be 
tended,  nourished  or  nursed, 
educated  and  saved,  whether  the 
life  be  yet  unborn,  or  newborn, 
senile  or  ill,  there  is  the  field 
for  womanhood  exercising  its 
greatest  function  of  foster  moth- 


erhood." Women  enter  upon  this 
vocation  in  the  spirit  of  the 
giver,  never  the  getter.  No  trust 
is  so  great  as  that  placed  in  the 
•nurse  as  the  mother  in  simple 
faith  places  the  sick  child  in  her 
hands,  or  that  of  the  last  tender 
care  given  to  loved  ones  by  the 
nurse. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  nursing  is 
not  merely  an  assistant  to  the 
doctor,  as  important  as  that  it, 
but  the  art  of  nursing  is  just  as 
distinct  and  as  specialized  a 
profession  as  the  art  of  medicine. 
Sometimes  it  is  the  skill  of  the 
physician  which  turns  the  scale 
for  recovery  and  sometimes  it  is 
good  nursing.  One  supplements 
the  other,  and  both  are  necessary 
in  any  adequate  care  of  the  sick. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  qualities  of  a  woman 
who  aspires  to  be  a  nurse.    To 


make  a  good  nurse  one  must 
have  an  alert  and  understanding 
mind,  good  judgment  and  refined 
and  wholesome  taste.  Further- 
more we  are  agreed  that  a  varied 
and  enriched  cultural  back- 
ground is  essential  upon  which 
to  build  a  professional  nursing 
education. 

Anyone  who  aspires  to  be  a 
nurse  should  have  character, 
without  which  no  school  of 
nursing  is  able  to  turn  out  a 
nurse  worthy  of  the  profession. 
We  mean  when  we  speak  of 
character  "that  subtle  and  inde- 
finable quality  which  is  finer 
than  the  finest  deeds,  greater 
than  the  greatest  facts,  which 
includes  but  transcends  honor,  a 
fine  well-balanced  sense  of  what 
is    just,    right,    true,    good    and 
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beautiful."  Then  there  are  those 
intangible  characteristics  which 
go  to  make  up  personality.  Good 
nurses  are  not  made  up  of  any- 
stereotyped  pattern.  Indeed,  I 
think  of  no  profession  in  which 
individuality  is  more  needed  and 
in  which  people  of  varying 
temperament  and  personality 
will  find  a  wider  range  of  con- 
genial occupations. 

There  are  essential  character- 
istics in  considering  one's  fit- 
ness for  this  work.  A  nurse 
should  be  trustworthy  because 
people  will  lean  upon  her;  she 
should  have  a  certain  steadiness 
and  self-reliance,  for  heavy  re- 
sponsibilities will  sometimes  be 
placed  upon  her;  she  should  be 
kind;  no  other  word  is  used  so 
often  by  patients  in  expressing 
their  satisfaction  in  a  nurse. 
Needless  to  say  she  should  have 
a  spirit  of  service  and  a  sincere 
interest  in  human  beings  of  all 
classes,  races  and  creeds;  she 
should  have  tact,  the  right  kind 
of  sympathy,  a  saving  sense  of 
humor,  resourcefulness  and 
adaptibility.  If  a  young  woman 
does  not  possess  all  of  these 
qualities  when  she  enters,  it  is 
surprising  what  unsuspected 
powers  can  be  developed  and 
what  objectionable  traits  can  be 
eliminated  by  the  demands  of  a 
serious  and  responsible  task. 

The  unusually  sentimental, 
frivolous,  morbid  and  unad just- 
able,  unreliable  girl  has  no  place 
in  the  school  of  nursing.  "A 
nurse  must  have  method,  self- 
sacrifice,  watchful  activity,  love 
of  the  work,  devotion  to  duty, 
courage,  the  coolness  of  a  soldier 
and  tenderness  of  a  mother,  the 
absence  of  priggishness.  She 
must  have  a  threefold  interest  in 
her  work:  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  a  case;  a  hearty  interest 
in  her  patient;  a  technical  or 
practical  interest  in  the  patient's 
care  and  cure.  She  must  not 
look  upon  patients  as  made  for 
nurses,  but  upon  nurses  as  made 
for  patients." 
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Physically  it  is  important  that 
the  student  have  good  health; 
but  it  is  a  mistake  to  assume  that 
nursing  demands  any  unusual 
physique  or  exceptional  strength. 

All  who  are  concerned  about 
the  profession  of  nursing  want 
to  see  its  standards  ever  higher, 
its  progress  greater,  its  position 
more  assured,  the  profession 
more  highly  exalted,  and  to 
that  end  our  national  nursing 
organizations  are  doing  all  with- 
in their  power. 

The  basis  of  this  responsibility 
falls  upon  each  individual  nurse. 
We  should  aim  for  more 
strength,  more  character,  more 
personality,  more  spiritual 
power;  and  to  expect  and  secure 
great  things  for  ourselves  we 
must  expect  great  things  of  God 
and  be  aware  of  our  relationship 
with  him.  We  must  act  each 
moment  in  the  realization  that 
beyond  our  little  hour  is  One 
to  whom  we  can  ally  ourselves, 
that  beyond  our  temporary  suc- 
cess or  failure  lie  great  principles 
of  justice  and  love,  the  expres- 
sion of  God. 

Then  give  us  nurses  to  match 
our  ideals! 

Before  Conference  Began 
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Following  the  review  of  the 
work  of  the  churches,  Bro.  W. 
W.  Peters  dismissed  the  meeting 
with  prayer. 

Sunday  Evening  Music  Confer- 
ence 

After  a  carefully  prepared 
worship  service  led  by  Glenn 
Weimer  of  Indiana,  the  music 
conference  delegates  were  urged 
to  work  with  their  pastors  and 
music  leaders  as  a  team  to  make 
worship  a  thrilling  experience. 
The  speaker  was  Paul  M.  Rob- 
inson, pastor  of  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  and  a  member  of 
the  Hymnal  Committee.  "Wor- 
ship leaders,"  he  said,  "must 
sense  the  needs  of  the  congre- 
gation and  use  every  part  of 
the  service  as  a  means  to  direct 
every  heart  toward  God." 


Again  a  generous  share  of  the 
session  was  given  over  to  sing- 
ing hymns,  new  and  old.  The 
leader  this  time  was  Nevin 
Fisher,  and  the  hymns  were 
those  expressing  praise  and 
adoration. 

The  brethren  and  sisters 
seemed  reluctant  to  go  to  their 
rooms  even  though  it  had  been 
a  very  busy  day.  Many  stopped 
in  for  a  cool  drink  at  the  nearby 
drugstore  though  it  may  have 
been  the  fellowship  they 
thirsted  for  even  more  than  the 
drink.  Others  visited  in  the 
auditorium  or  the  lobby  of  the 
Pantlind  Hotel. 

Monday  Morning 

Shortly  before  8:00  a.m.  the 
street  leading  to  the  Civic  Audi- 
torium was  beginning  to  fill 
with  Brethren  moving  to  ful- 
fill the  various  duties  which 
called  them.  Several  hundred 
were  journeying  to  the  early 
session  of  the  Music  Conference. 
Others  were  gathering  for 
Standing  Committee  business. 
Still  others  were  proceeding  to 
their  tasks  in  further  prepara- 
tion of  exhibits  and  displays. 

In  the  Standing  Committee 
room,  Bro.  Will  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order.  Edward  Ziegler 
led  the  hymn,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy, 
and  Bro.  Bhagat  of  India  offered 
prayer.  Secretary  Beahm  called 
the  roll  of  committeemen. 
Eighty  -  six  responded,  leaving 
only  three  absentees  at  the  first 
business  meeting.  All  the  over- 
seas churches  were  represented. 
If  all  eighty-nine  delegates  ar- 
rive, this  will  probably  be  the 
largest  Standing  Committee  on 
record. 

The  Conference  officers  sub- 
mitted a  slate  of  messengers  and 
tellers.  These  were  approved. 
This  saved  much  time  from  the 
usual  nominating  and  voting 
process.  Messengers:  Ralph  E. 
Smeltzer,  Cleo  Beery,  Harold 
Bomberger,  Paul  Miller;  tellers: 
Frank  Carper,  Mark  Emsweiler, 
Dwight  Enberg,  James  Elrod, 
Ross  Heminger. 


Since  Bro.  Will,  assistant 
moderator,  had  now  become  the 
acting  moderator,  he  requested 
that  a  helper  be  provided  for  the 
strenuous  work  ahead.  The  com- 
mittee chose  Bro.  Rufus  Bow- 
man as  assistant  moderator  pro 
tern. 

After  some  further  organiza- 
tional matters,  they  proceeded 
to  deal  with  a  very  heavy  docket 
of  business.  It  was  their  intent 
to  be  finished  by  Wednesday 
when  the  general  Conference 
business  sessions  open. 

Other  Monday  Activities 

The  music  conference  pro- 
ceeded throughout  the  day.  Its 
delegates  seemed  to  be  working 
very  hard  to  get  knowledge  and 
inspiration  to  take  back  home 
that  would  improve  music  and 
worship  in  the  local  church. 

The  exhibit  area  was  very 
busy  throughout  the  day.  The 
space  provided  for  exhibits  was 
more  generous  than  at  any  re- 
cent Conference.  Various  in- 
stitutions and  groups  took 
advantage  of  it. 

At  one  side  of  the  vast  area 
there  was  a  new  hymnal  display 
which  showed  something  of  the 


vast  amount  of  work  and  plan- 
ning which  has  gone  into  the 
creation  of  this  new  work  soon 
to  be  released  to  the  Brother- 
hood. Most  of  the  colleges  like- 
wise arranged  nice  display 
booths.  Bethany  Seminary  por- 
trayed its  work  and  interests  to- 
gether with  plans  for  its  new 
chapel.  Bethany  Hospital  had 
many  pictures  of  its  work  on 
display  and  places  for  its  new 
nurses'  unit  as  well. 

The  mission  display  was 
larger  than  usual  this  year  with 
a  great  amount  of  interesting  in- 
formation and  materials  having 
been  brought  over  by  the  Bha- 
gats.  Charts  and  graphs  por- 
trayed the  growth  of  the  work 
there  through  the  years.  Dis- 
plays from  other  fields  were 
likewise  interesting  and  helpful. 

There  was  a  display  of  stew- 
ardship material,  of  Church 
World  Service  and  of  Brethren 
Service,  children's  work,  youth 
work,  and  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service. 

Two  displays  which  seemed 
to  localize  much  attention  this 
early  in  the  meeting  were  the 
temperance  booth  and  the  Gos- 


Here    in    the    exhibit    room    are    places    to    rest    and    visit.    Part    of 
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pel  Messenger  layout.  The  tem- 
perance booth  showed  in  actual 
square  footage  the  amount  of 
space  given  to  alcoholic  adver- 
tising in  one  copy  each  of  Life, 
Time  and  Fortune.  Many  ex- 
pressed great  surprise  to  see 
these  advertisements  stretch 
out  for  yards  and  yards.  The 
Gospel  Messenger  display  re- 
vealed just  how  a  Messenger  is 
made.  Each  step  from  receipt 
of  the  manuscript  until  the  Mes- 
senger is  printed  and  mailed  to 
about  40,000  homes  was  por- 
trayed in  picture  and  descrip- 
tive caption.  Many  individuals 
studied  these  steps  with  great 
interest. 

The  book  exhibit  was  large. 
Sales  seemed  to  be  progressing 
well  at  this  early  date.  Some  ex- 
hibits were  still  in  process  of. 
formation. 

The  Music  Conference 

Interest  in  church  music 
brought  a  large  attendance  to 
the  Black  and  Silver  Room  of 
the  auditorium  for  the  begin- 
ning of  a  full  day's  program  of 
singing  and  study.  Included  in 
the  group  were  many  young 
people.  Glen  Weimer's  worship 
period  set  the  tone  for  the  morn- 
ing. 

Since  the  conference  was  giv- 
ing attention  especially  to  new 
hymns,  it  was  appropriate  that 
Donald  Frederick  of  McPherson 
College  would  help  the  group 
acquire  the  technique  of  teach- 
ing a  new  hymn.  This  was  ac- 
complished in  two  ways:  by  out- 
lining a  fourteen-step  procedure 
for  teaching  a  new  hymn  to  con- 
gregation, and  using  these  steps 
in  a  demonstration  period  as  the 
conference  group  learned  a  new 
hymn.  The  part  that  not  only  a 
song  leader,  but  also  the  choir, 
the  accompanist  and  pastor 
could  play  in  introducing  new 
hymns  was  emphasized. 

But  if  a  hymnal  is  to  be 
widely  used  it  must  be  accepted 
by    those    responsible    for    the 
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A   Look  at  Standing   Committee 

AGE 

The  youngest  (Wayne  Crist)  was  twenty-eight;  the  oldest  (J.  M. 
Blough)  was  seventy-three. 

Five  were  below  the  thirty-year  mark.  They  were,  in  addition  to 
Bro.  Crist:  Glenn  Swinger  and  W.  H.  Bray  of  Missouri,  Blair  Helman  of 
Kansas,  and  Rufus  McDannel  of  Virginia.  Bro.  McDannel  was  the 
youngest  member  ever  selected  by  Virginia  to  be  on  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Twenty-one  members  of  the  committee  were  in  their  thirties;  nine- 
teen in  their  forties;  twenty-one  in  their  fifties;  eleven  in  their  sixties; 
three  had  reached  seventy.  The  average  age  was  forty-four  and  in 
this  year  was  Howard  Whitacre  of  Pennsylvania. 

TERMS  OF  SERVICE 

Thirty-two  were  serving  on  Standing  Committee  for  the  first  time; 
twenty-four  for  the  second  time;  seven  for  the  third  time;  three  for  the 
fifth  time;  six  for  a  sixth  time;  two  for  a  seventh  time;  one  (Frank  Carper 
of  Pennsylvania)  for  an  eighth  time;  one  (C.  C.  Cripe  of  Indiana)  for 
a  ninth  time. 

MAKEUP 

Five  laymen  are  on  the  committee  this  year;  they  were  R.  V. 
Kinzie  of  Washington,  J.  L.  Dunning  of  Oregon,  Jesse  Arnold  of  West 
Virginia,  G.  L.  Bowman  and  L.  C.  Moomaw,  both  of  Virginia.  One 
former  moderator  (C.  N.  Ellis)  was  a  member  of  the  committee.  One 
father-and-son  team  (Floyd  and  Wayne  Crist)  was  noted.  There  were 
four  Millers,  two  Swingers,  two  Bowmans,  two  Wamplers  and  two 
Bloughs.   There  were  no  women  this  year. 


music  in  a  local  church.  So  an- 
other feature  of  the  morning 
was  a  "situation  drama"  repre- 
senting a  local  music  committee 
meeting  with  the  pastor  and 
other  leaders  to  consider  the 
church's  music  program.  In  the 
situation  presented  and  in  the 
discussion  that  followed  a  num- 
ber of  problems  were  lifted  up. 
Does  an  orchestra  have  a  place 
in  the  church?  What  about  the 
lively,  feet-tapping  kind  of  gos- 
pel song?  How  can  a  congrega- 
tion be  encouraged  to  enjoy  the 
great  hymns  that  are  "objec- 
tive," turning  attention  to  God 
and  away  from  ourselves? 

Many  good  answers  to  these 
questions  were  forthcoming. 
There  was  a  spirited  discussion 
of  the  widely  different  musical 
tastes  in  our  churches.  The  con- 
ference voted  strongly  to  rec- 
ommend the  new  hymnal  as  one 
which  would  serve  the  needs  of 
nearly  all  our  churches. 

Afternoon  Session 

Because    congregational    sing- 
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ing  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
church's  music,  this  session 
looked  at  the  matter  of  leading 
group  singing.  Alvin  Bright- 
bill  spoke  informally  about  cer- 
tain convictions  which  had  come 
to  him  during  many  years  of 
leading  various  congregations, 
large  and  small,  in  hymn  sing- 
ing. The  leader  should  not  de- 
pend on  the  mechanical  motion 
of  keeping  time,  but  far  more 
important  is  the  need  to  feel  the 
music,  to  interpret  the  words 
and  to  give  meaning  to  the  ex- 
perience of  singing.  Many 
capable  leaders  memorize  the 
words  of  hymns  before  they  ap- 
pear before  a  group  to  lead 
hymn  singing. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  aft- 
ernoon period  an  opportunity 
was  provided  for  interest  groups. 
A  small  group  joined  Perry 
Huffaker  in  developing  their 
creative  talents  for  musical  com- 
position. A  larger  group  spent 
the  hour  in  considering  hymns 
and  ways  of  interpreting  them. 
The  pianists  and  organists  met 
on  the  stage  of  the  auditorium 


where  they  could  receive  help 
from  Nevin  Fisher  and  Ruth 
Weybright  on  their  problems  of 
accompanying  congregational 
singing. 

Evening  Session 

At  the  beginning  of  the  eve- 
ning session  Kenneth  Morse 
called  attention  to  many  of  the 
factors  which  had  to  be  con- 
sidered in  selecting  hymns  for 
the  new  hymnal.  He  empha- 
sized the  fact  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  an  all-purpose 
hymnal,  serving  the  various 
needs  of  the  church  and  home. 
It  will  be  ecumenical,  in  that 
it  includes  the  commonly  used 
hymns  of  the  Christian  church, 
but  it  will  also  be  distinctively 
Brethren  in  its  emphases,  in- 
cluding the  work  of  many 
Brethren  contributors.  The 
speaker  explained  the  nature  of 
the  editorial  work  needed  in 
preparing  the  hymns  for  pub- 
lication. 

Paul  Halladay  led  the  group 
in  a  period  of  spirited  hymn 
singing,  grouping  the  selections 
in  ways  that  showed  how  a 
hymn  sing  could  be  organized. 
This  session  closed  with  another 
effective  worship  service,  pre- 
pared and  directed  by  Glen 
Weimer,  that  also  used  some  of 
the  resources  of  the  new  Hym- 
nal. 


The  Christian's  Style 

Continued  from  page  4 

Perhaps  you  are  saying  to. 
yourself  that  it  was  one  thing 
for  John  the  Baptist  and  the 
other  contemporaries  of  Jesus 
to  recognize  and  respond  to  Je- 
sus' style,  but  it  is  a  far  more 
difficult  thing  for  subsequent 
generations  to  do  so.  The  former 
could  see  him  in  the  flesh  and 
witness  the  wonders  he  worked. 
But  the  latter,  and  particularly 
we  of  the  modern  scientific  spirit 
who  are  more  perplexed  than 
impressed  by  miracles,  are  be- 
reft of  such  advantages. 

However   plausible   this   con- 
tention   may    appear    at    first 


blush,  maturer  thought  would 
seem  to  reverse  such  an  opinion 
and  contend  for  its  opposite.  Ac- 
tually it  is  far  easier  to  get  an 
accurate  estimate  of  almost  any 
outstanding  historical  character 
than  of  one's  contemporaries, 
because  time  best  brings  true 
perspective,  and  distance  is  nec- 
essary to  distinguish  the  relative 
heights  of  mere  hills  and  real 
mountains.  So  with  reference 
to  Jesus,  I  myself  am  enormous- 
ly grateful  that  I  have  some  two 
thousand  years'  vantage  from 
which  to  view  him.  Had  I  lived 
back  in  his  day  I  hate  to  think 
how  I  might  have  misjudged 
him,  considered  him  merely  a 
disturber,  a  revolutionary,  at 
very  least  a  subversive  influ- 
ence. 

But  now,  with  all  this  time 
elapsed  there  is  no  excuse  for 
any  failure  to  measure  his  moral 
stature  aright.  Time  has  tested 
him.  Modern  man  has  no  good 
reason  for  misjudging  him,  or 
for  missing  the  moral  meaning 
of  his  style.  Of  course,  he 
is  still  misinterpreted  often 
enough  and  his  teachings  are 
frequently  twisted  and  distorted 
in  vain  attempts  to  justify  pagan 
practices  and  to  sanctify  sinful 
systems.  But  it  is  never  done 
with  impunity,  or  even  with  a 
good  conscience.  Our  casuistry, 
ignoble  expediency  and  cheap 
compromises  are  seen  for  the 
ugly  things  they  are.  We  stand 
rebuked  and  condemned.  His 
style  smites  us. 

Which  leads  me  to  my  third 
concern:  that  which  bothers  us 
most  about  Jesus,  arousing  our 
bitterest  antagonism,  is  his  style. 
It  is  not  his  teachings  specifical- 
ly or  his  words  as  such.  With 
these  we  can  palter,  argue,  con- 
fuse and  apparently  confound 
each  other.  Nor  is  it  his  code 
of  ethics.  The  moral  principles 
he  enjoined  are  made  quite  in- 
nocuous by  ingenious  professors 
and  preachers  and  pontiffs. 
Right  and  wrong  are  altogether 
relative  matters,  we  are  assured. 
Nor   is   it   the   ethical   implica- 
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tions  of  his  actions,  as  such,  that 
bothers  us.  Any  clever  dogma- 
tist, or  dumb  one  for  that  mat- 
ter, can  cite  some  act  of  the 
Master  to  corroborate  his  pet 
theory  or  contention.  They  can 
deftly  counteract  the  constraint 
of  a  cross  by  the  exemption  of 
a  whip,  or  discount  the  way  he 
died  by  declaring  that  he  al- 
lowed Peter  to  carry  a  sword. 
No,  we  have  learned  not  to  be 
too  greatly  disturbed  by  any  of 
these  specific  expressions  of  Je- 
sus' ethical  demands.  We  can 
neatly  nullify  them  one  way  or 
another.  But  his  style — that  re- 
bukes us,  bothers  us,  irks  and 
irritates  us  no  end. 

This  is  the  truth  that  gives 
such  spiritual  potency  to  that 
generally  ignored,  extra  beati- 
tude which  we  have  chosen  for 
our  first  text:  "Blessed  is  the 
man  who  finds  nothing  that  re- 
pels him  in  me!"  Tragically, 
most  of  us  are  not  blessed  be- 
cause we  find  plenty  in  him  that 
repels  us — his  style  repels  us, 
because  it  is  so  definitely  at 
odds  with  so  much  that  makes 
up  our  selfish  way  of  life:  our 
pet  indulgences,  our  cultivated 
prejudices,  our  materialistic  mo- 


tives, our  system  of  values,  our 
firmly  fixed  faith  in  false  phi- 
losophies. 

Consider  the  unabashed  and 
unabated  acquisitive  instinct. 
How  universally  approved  and 
envied  is  the  man  who  gets  a 
plenty  for  himself.  How  easily 
excused  is  the  individual  or  the 
corporation  that  resorts  to  any 
trick  or  untruth,  crime  or  cruel- 
ty, if  only  financial  success  is 
ultimately  achieved.  Suppose 
that  into  such  an  atmosphere  of 
unashamed,  well  -  rationalized 
selfishness  the  authentic  Spirit 
of  Jesus  should  be  effectively 
projected.  What  do  you  think 
would  happen?  What  almost 
always  does  happen?  His  utter 
selflessness,  his  complete  indif- 
ference to  material  possessions, 
his  exaltation  of  character  quali- 
ties above  everything  else;  in 
short,  his  style,  would  be  and  is 
decidedly  offensive.  Some  it 
would  merely  annoy;  others  it 
would      seriously       antagonize. 

Or  think  of  our  obsessive  be- 
lief in  the  necessity  of  standing 
up  for  our  rights,  the  legitimacy 
of  our  special  privileges,  the  in- 
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dispensability  of  violence,  the 
justifiability  of  prejudice,  hate 
and  revenge.  Is  it  any  wonder 
we  resent  Jesus  style?  His  joy 
in  sacrificial  service,  his  radiant 
enthusiasm  in  championing  the 
rights  of  others  regardless  of  the 
cost  to  himself,  his  utter  confi- 
dence in  forgiveness  and  love — 
how  can  we  put  up  with  such 
unrealistic  idealism?  Isn't  it 
dangerous,  a  sign  of  subversive- 
ness,  a  threat  to  our  national 
security?  Such  a  shining  phi- 
losophy is  too  brilliant,  too 
bright  for  our  shadowed  spirits. 
We  cannot  stand  it.  But  such 
"light  is  come  into  the  world," 
and  it  is  small  wonder  that  "men 
love  darkness  rather  than  light, 
for  [so  many  of  our  ways,  as 
well  as]  our  deeds  are  evil — 
and  this  is  our  condemnation." 
Finally,  and  this  is  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter,  we 
must  sooner  or  later  recognize 
that  the  only  valid  test  as  to 
whether  we,  his  so-called  fol- 
lowers, are  really  Christian  is 
this:  do  we  have  his  style?  Mere 
church  membership,  however 
worth  while  and  important,  is 
not  enough,  nor  is  conventional 
morality,  nor  loquacious  ortho- 
doxy, nor  contributions  deter- 
mined by  income  tax  deduc- 
tions. We  must  have  his  style! 
This,  whether  consciously  or 
half-consciously,  is  what  the 
world  is  interested  in  seeing. 
Not  more  buildings,  pageants, 
parades,  displays  of  organiza- 
tional power  and  prestige;  not 
more  creeds  chanted  and  cham- 
pioned; not  more  dogmas,  ritu- 
als, ceremonies,  rites;  the  world 
wants  to  know  one  thing  above 
all  else:  who  are  the  possessors 
of  Christ's  style?  And  this  is 
the  ultimate  test  we  must  apply 
to  ourselves.  Can  we,  with  Paul, 
honestly  declare  that  we  live, 
yet  not  we,  but  Christ  lives  in 
us?  "We  know  that  we  abide 
in  him  and  he  in  us  because  we 
have  his  spirit."  That  is  the 
Christian's  style. 


Conference  Is  in  Session 


TUESDAY  promised  to  bring 
into  operation  the  under- 
ground passage  from  the 
Pantlind  Hotel  to  the  auditori- 
um. During  the  night  it  had 
rained  generously  and  heaven's 
generosity  promised  to  continue 
throughout  the  day.  The  prom- 
ise was  fulfilled.  At  times  of 
rain  the  compactness  of  the  ar- 
rangements here  were  benefi- 
cial. All  activities  were  housed 
under  one  roof. 

Throughout  the  day  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  continued  in  ses- 
sion. Other  groups  likewise 
were  in  session  throughout  the 
day  such  as  children's  workers, 
intermediate  workers,  the  music 
conference  and  so  on. 

The  exhibits  were  widely  vis- 
ited. Many  letters  were  written 
home.  Many  new  plans  for  the 
work  of  the  church  were  formu- 
lated and  discussed. 

Tuesday. Evening  Session 

By  seven  o'clock  on  there  were 
many  evidences  that  the  general 
sessions  of  a  Brethren  Annual 


Conference  were  about  to  be- 
gin. The  large  hall  fronting  the 
auditorium  was  well  filled  with 
people  who  had  come  from  Dan 
to  Beersheba-  or  rather  from 
Delaware  to  Oregon.  They  were 
busy  renewing  acquaintances  or 
forming  new  ones.  Though  the 
Brethren  have  changed  much 
within  recent  years  and  have  be- 
come an  international  church 
there  were  still  many  evidences 
of  the  continuance  of  many 
Brethren  traditions  and  char- 
acteristics. Numerous  beards 
were  still  in  evidence  as  well 
as  many  distinctive  coats  and 
dresses.  Even  more  noticeable, 
however,  was  the  friendly 
Brethren  spirit  which  always 
characterize  Annual  Meeting. 
Handshaking  was  the  order  of 
the  evening.  Annual  Meeting 
whether  held  in  Michigan,  Flori- 
da or  California  is  indeed  a  fam- 
ily reunion  for  the  Brethren. 

As  the  lights  went  on  in  the 
auditorium  they  revealed  indeed 
a    great    assembly   place.    Five 
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thousand  seven  hundred  could 
be  seated  here,  we  are  told.  The 
balconies  were  wide  and  high, 
they  rose  rather  steeply  and  ex- 
tended upward  almost  to  the 
ceiling.  The  lighting  was  sub- 
dued or  in  the  main  indirect. 
An  adequate  loud-speaker  ar- 
rangement was  in  evidence.  This 
looked  like  a  very  adequate 
place  for  an  Annual  Conference. 

Miss  Weybright  of  Virginia 
soon  took  her  place  at  the  or- 
gan. It  was  a  Connsonata  which 
had  been  placed  here  by  the 
Conn  Company  for  our  enjoy- 
ment and  to  assist  our  worship. 
As  its  strains  filled  the  audito- 
rium it  very  quickly  became  a 
temple  of  worship.  The  audi- 
ence gathered  quietly.  There 
was  very  little  talking.  Miss 
Weybright  is  a  master  in  lift- 
ing men  to  God  on  the  wings  of 
instrumental  music.  She  has  be- 
come an  inseparable  part  of 
Annual  Conference  music. 

Soon  about  3000  people  had 
gathered  on  the  ground  floor  or 
in  the  balconies.  The  164th 
Conference  was  about  to  begin. 

Promptly  at  7:30  Glen  Wei- 
mer  led  the  congregation  in  the 
call  to  worship.    The   audience 


response  was  strong  in  the  read- 
ings. Perry  Huffaker  led  the 
Conference  choir  in  the  invoca- 
tion hymn.  After  the  program 
the  choir  sang  Immortal  Love, 
Forever  Free  with  the  audience 
joining  in  for  parts  of  it.  After 
a  declaration  of  faith  read  by 
the  audience  the  choir  joined 
the  entire  group  in  singing  A 
Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  the 
Conference  choir  had  appeared 
at  the  first  meeting  of  a  Con- 
ference. It  had  been  made  pos- 
sible this  time  because  of  the 
music  conference  which  had 
been  in  almost  continuous  ses- 
sion since  Saturday.  Their  sing- 
ing was  beautiful  and  effective. 

Bro.  James  Elrod  was  chair- 
man of  the  evening.  He  pre- 
sented J.  H.  Mathis,  Conference 
director,  who  made  the  neces- 
sary announcements  about  lodg- 
ing, eating  and  so  on.  Following 
this  Bro.  Paul  Halladay  reported 
on  the  Music  and  Worship  Con- 
ference. He  told  us  that  this 
first  session  of  the  Conference 
was  also  the  closing  session  of 
the  music  conference  and  that 
we  would  spend  considerable 
time  singing  at  this  first  session. 


Alvin  Brightbill  then  led  us  in 
a  hymn  sing,  drawing  from  us 
music  as  he  is  especially  gifted 
in  doing. 

Very  quickly  and  reverently 
an  offering  was  lifted  for  the 
work  of  the  Conference.  Bro. 
Brightbill  then  announced  that 
the  theme  of  the  evening  was 
drawn  from  the  musicians'  gold- 
en text  of  the  Bible,  Col.  3:16. 
The  hymns  were  selected  to  de- 
velop that  theme.  Easily  we 
worshiped  from  hymn  to  hymn 
as  the  spirit  of  the  evening  built 
up  toward  its  climax.  The  final 
hymn  before  the  sermon  was 
Lead  Me  to  Calvary. 

Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Pennsyl- 
vania chose  for  his  text  "Sing 
unto  the  Lord  a  new  song."  With 
high  preaching  vigor  such  as  the 
Brethren  enjoy  he  talked  about 
the  kind  of  music  which  we 
must  sing  if  we  would  sing  unto 
the  Lord.  He  explained  that 
worship  must  proceed  from  a 
sense  of  inadequacy,  through  re- 
pentance into  the  joy  of  for- 
giveness and  on  into  the  chal- 
lenge of  service.  Our  hymns 
must  not  be  jazzy  or  self -cen- 
tered but  must  lead  us  over 
these  steps  in  worship. 

In  addition  to  the  excellence 
of  the  music  there  must  be  great 
souls  who  sing.  Our  hearts  must 
cry  aloud  unto  the  Lord  else  we 
cannot  sing.  Only  spiritual  peo- 
ple can  sing  spiritual  songs.  An 
awakened  people  must  learn  to 
sing  great  spiritual  hymns.  Thus 
we  can  march  into  great  service. 

The  closing  hymn  was  I  Will 
Not  Be  Afraid.  As  a  benedic- 
tion we  sang  one  verse  of  the 
Conference  hymn,  Spirit  of  God, 
Descend  Upon  My  Heart. 

Following  this  service  the 
Conference  choir  continued  in 
practice  until  a  late  hour.  In 
another  part  of  the  auditorium, 
the  Black  and  Silver  Room,  the 
film,  The  Shepherd  of  India,  was 
shown  to  a  large  audience.  This 
room  seats  800;  it  was  filled  and 
many  stood  at  the  rear. 


Standing  Committee  on  the  platform  for  a  business  session;  a  few 
of  the  delegates  can  be  seen 
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The  lodging  committee  was 
putting  in  overtime.  More 
Brethren  were  on  hand  than 
had  been  anticipated  this  early 
in  the  meeting.  Some  had  to  be 
placed  eight  or  ten  miles  out 
into  the  country.  The  traffic 
jamb  about  the  auditorium  was 
heavy.  But  over  all  there 
seemed  to  be  a  good  spirit  pre- 
vailing. 

More  About  the  Music  Conference 
Tuesday  Morning 

Long  hours  of  singing  in  Con- 
ference sessions  and  in  the  re- 
hearsals of  the  Conference  choir 
did  not  seem  to  tire  the  voices 
of  our  musicians.  At  least,  they 
joined  vigorously  in  singing  new 
hymns  by  Brethren  writers  at 
the  Tuesday  morning  session. 
These  new  hymns  were  intro- 
duced and  interesting  facts  told 
about  them  by  A.  G.  Breiden- 
stine,  a  member  of  the  Hymnal 
Committee.  Several  of  the  au- 
thors and  composers  were  pres- 
ent to  join  in  singing  their 
hymns. 

Following  this  period  Ross 
Murphy  spoke  of  his  assignment 
of  making  a  topical  index  for 
the  new  hymnal.  Perry  Huf- 
faker  described  the  Brethren 
Music  Fellowship,  an  informal 
association  of  church  musicians 
who  show  a  concern  for  a  con- 
tinuing music  emphasis  in  the 
church. 

How  can  the  values  of  a  mu- 
sic conference  be  coined  into 
the  music  life  of  local  churches? 
How  can  the  resources  of  the 
new  hymnal  be  demonstrated  to 
local  churches  so  that  they  will 
want  to  use  it?  These  questions 
were  considered  by  the  confer- 
ence and  many  practical  ways 
of  encouraging  better  music  in 
the  church  were  suggested. 

Tuesday  Afternoon 

The  accompanists — those  loyal 
servants  of  the  church  whose 
service  week  after  week  often 
goes  unrecognized — were  given 
helpful     direction     by     Nevin 


Fisher  at  the  beginning  of  this 
session.  He  suggested  many  spe- 
cific ways  in  which  pianists 
could  support  congregational 
singing  and  make  a  rich  con- 
tribution to  a  worship  service. 

The  stage  of  the  auditorium 
was  used  by  an  interest  group 
composed  of  pianists  and  or- 
ganists using  this  opportunity 
to  get  additional  help  from  Prof. 
Fisher  and  Miss  Ruth  Wey- 
bright,  who  served  also  as  or- 
ganist for  Annual  Conference 
sessions. 

Another  interest  group,  in 
which  many  pastors  joined,  con- 
sidered the  nature  and  manner 
of  worship  in  the  church.  In 
their  first  period  they  looked  at 
available  source  books  in  the 
field  of  worship.  In  another 
period  they  considered  ways  of 
developing  services  of  worship. 

This  group  was  led  by  Glen 
Weimer,  who  also  on  Tuesday 


afternoon  spoke  to  the  entire 
group  on  the  spiritual  prepara- 
tion of  the  ministers  of  music. 
This  was  a  fervent  appeal  for 
regular  practice  in  prayer  and 
a  life  of  devotion  that  is  truly 
God-centered.  This  part  of  the 
program  was  fittingly  concluded 
with  a  service  of  dedication  in 
which  all  participated. 

Conference  Choir 

Each  year  since  1929  a  Con- 
ference choir  composed  of  Breth- 
ren singers  who  rehearse 
between  sessions  adds  to  the 
music  and  worship  atmosphere 
of  Annual  Conference.  In  the 
twenty-one  years  the  choir  has 
sung  its  membership  has  in- 
creased from  100  to  as  many  as 
300  voices.  The  choir  this  year 
is  directed  by  Perry  Huffaker. 
Rehearsals  began  early  during 
the  meetings  of  the  Music  and 
Worship  Conference.  As  regular 
Conference  sessions  began,  other 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Moses,  Who  Led  His  People  to  God 
Exodus 
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Moses  knew  God 

The  lesson  today  begins  with  the 
Children  of  Israel  encamped  over 
against  Sinai.  Sinai  was  a  great 
mountain  in  the  desert.  Moses  had 
lived  for  forty  years  in  its  shadow. 
It  was  there  that  he  had  seen  the 
burning  bush.  It  was  there  that 
he  had  found  a  wife  and  begun  his 
own  home. 

Moses  had  been  born  and  brought 
up  in  Egypt.  He  had  lived  in  the 
lap  of  luxury  in  Pharaoh's  court. 
He  had  turned  his  back  upon  these 
things  because  he  felt  a  kinship 
with  his  people.  In  the  mountains 
around  Sinai  and  in  the  desert 
places  he  had  found  God. 

Now  he  had  led  his  people  to  this 
spot.  He  wanted  them  likewise  to 
find  God.  In  the  thunder  and  from 
the  clouds  and  the  lightning,  God 
and  Moses  carried  on  personal  con- 
versations. Moses  knew  God  in- 
timately. He  had  not  learned  to 
know  him  that  way  in  one  day,  but 
through  many  years  of  personal  ex- 
perience with  God. 

Moses   was   a   spiritual   leader 

Moses'  job  was  not  only  that  of 


leading  a  million  people  through  a 
wilderness  and  into  a  promised 
land;  he  needed  to  get  them  ready 
for  the  promised  land  before  they 
could  inherit  it  or  live  in  it.  This 
was  a  spiritual  task.  So  in  the 
desert  places  Moses  needed  to  con- 
solidate his  people  and  unify  them. 
He  needed  to  bring  them  into  an 
understanding  of  and  devotion  to 
the  one  God  whom  they  would 
henceforth  term  their  God  or  Je- 
hovah. He  had  to  be  their  spiritual 
leader  and  teacher  at  the  same  time 
he  looked  after  them  in  every  other 
way.  This  was  a  great  task.  Moses 
could  never  have  done  it  without 
God. 

Surrender  is  a  part  of  worship 

Early  in  his  spiritual  teaching 
Moses  asked  his  people  to  bring 
offerings  to  Jehovah.  They  should 
take  from  whatever  they  had  and 
bring  it  willingly  as  their  hearts 
prompted  them.  They  took  from 
their  scanty  supply  as  they  jour- 
neyed in  the  wilderness  and  gave  to 
God.  Surrender  of  oneself  and  of 
one's  things  to  Jehovah  is  a  part  of 
worship. 


singers  joined  the  choir.  When 
it  joined  in  the  hymn  festival 
on  Tuesday  evening,  around  250 
members  sat  on  the  stage  and 
sang  with  the  choir.  The  choir 
was  organized  with  Harold 
Chambers  as  chairman  and  Mrs. 
Elaine  Shilts  as  secretary. 

Wednesday 

Wednesday  began  without 
sunshine;  the  clouds  which  hung 
low  were  not  shedding  rain  as 
yet,  however. 

Conference  was  now  in  full 
swing  and  the  warm  hearts  of 
the  Brethren  promised  to  supply 
the  sunshine  for  the  day. 

Youth  Breakfast  Conference 

If  you  had  walked  into  the 
Black  and  Silver  Room  on  Tues- 
day afternoon  you  would  have 
seen  the  Central  Region  CBYF 
cabinet's  preparation  for  an  ac- 
tive youth  program  at  Confer- 
ence. Over  the  entrance  to  the 
room  were  large  letters  CBYF 
and  hanging  over  the  stage  was 
a  graphic  design  giving  the 
youth  theme  for  the  coming 
year:  We  Pray,  We  Grow,  We 
Give,  We  Act.  Young  people 
were  given  envelopes  in  which 
to  put  their  conscience  money — 
a  contribution  to  Youth  Serves 
given  in  place  of  an  accustomed 
luxury.  A  large  plastic  cylinder 
was  placed  where  young  people 
could  see  it  and  where  they 
could  place  their  contributions. 
A  simple  breakfast  Wednes- 
day morning  was  served  to  Con- 
ference youth  in  the  basement 
of  the  auditorium.  Following 
the  meal  they  met  in  their  as- 
sembly room  where  Dave  Al- 
bright led  them  in  singing.  More 
than  200  had  registered  by 
Wednesday  and  were  assigned 
to  12  discussion  groups.  Each 
group  had  a  youth  chairman 
and  an  adult  leader.  The  first 
period  was  spent  in  lifting  up 
some  of  the  problems  of  youth. 

Hour  of  Scripture 

A  Conference  using  the  theme 
of  Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 
must  give  the  Bible  a  prominent 
place   in   its   program.    It   was 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear   Counselor: 

The  young  parents  in  our  church 
have  just  finished  a  course  on  build- 
ing belter  homes.  I  was  their 
teacher. 

One  common  problem  seems  to 
emerge  for  all  of  us:  how  can  we 
find  time  to  live  as  families  ought 
to  live?  We  are  in  a  farm  com- 
munity where  the  working  hours 
are  long  for  much  of  the  year.  The 
consolidated  school,  to  which  our 
children  will  go,  has  a  growing 
program  of  community  activities. 
The  Farm  Bureau,  the  Grange,  and 
other  organizations  pull  hard.  We 
are  too  busy  to  live  as  families 
ought  to  live.  What  can  you  sug- 
gest? 
Dear   Teacher: 

One  of  the  encouraging  new  ven- 
tures of  our  time  is  for  community 
groups   to   begin   to   plan   together. 


We  have  too  many  organizations, 
too  many  programs,  too  many  drains 
upon  able  leadership.  If  school  and 
church  and  other  community  lead- 
ers will  patiently  and  tolerantly  sit 
down  together  and  begin  to  talk 
about  the  needs  of  people  rather 
than  program,  you  have  a  start. 

Meantime,  a  determined  family 
can  do  something  about  its  own 
problem.  Family  vacations,  week 
ends  or  longer;  commonly  agreed 
upon  projects  for  beautifying  the 
home  and  grounds;  a  comfortable, 
livable  home;  an  atmosphere  of  wel- 
come to  guests;  a  family  decision  to 
make  simple  living  the  goal — all 
these  help.  Some  farm  families 
work  harder  than  they  would  need 
to.  Decide  how  much  you  need  to 
do  to  provide  for  financial  security 
on  a  simple  scale.  Then  take  time 
to  live!  Your   Counselor. 


fitting  that  each  day  of  regular 
Conference  sessions  should  be- 
gin with  an  Hour  of  Scripture. 
The  first  of  these,  on  Wednesday 
morning,  found  a  large  group  of 
Brethren  filling  about  two  thirds 
of  the  main  floor  of  the  auditori- 
um. Others  came  in  later  making 
a  total  of  nearly  3,000  people 
present. 

The  theme  for  these  periods, 
often  called  Bible  hour,  was 
They  Met  Jesus.  Bro.  Gorman 
A.  Zook,  leader  for  the  Wednes- 
day hour,  introduced  T.  Wayne 
Rieman,  director  of  religious  ac- 
tivities at  Manchester,  who  used 
the  familiar  story  from  Luke  9 
to  show  how  Zaccheus  met  Je- 
sus. His  points  were  direct  and 
easily  understood.  The  trans- 
formation in  the  life  of  Zaccheus 
came  when  he  met  Jesus.  We 
also  must  meet  him.  It  is  not 
enough  to  know  many  things 
about  our  Master.  We  must  meet 
him;  we  must  know  him  as  a 
living  presence.  Jesus  is  al- 
ways coming  to  men.  "Life  be- 
gins when  a  man  meets  Jesus." 

Sectional  Conferences 

Following  the  Bible  hour  the 
audience  broke  up  into  eleven 


sectional  meetings.  A  goodly 
number  of  them  met  in  the 
various  rooms  of  the  Civic 
Auditorium.  Others  met  in  the 
conference  rooms  of  the  Pant- 
lind  Hotel.  Brief  descriptions  of 
their  activities  follow. 

Foreign  Missions 

Anetta  C.  Mow  was  in  charge 
of  this  section.  The  theme  was 
Making  Missions  Live  in  the 
Local  Church.  Different  ways 
in  which  this  could  be  done  were 
discussed:  Through  Visual  Aids, 
E.  G.  Hoff;  Literature,  Mrs. 
George  Detweiler;  Schools  of 
Missions,  Mrs.  G.  L.  Wine;  Mass 
Meetings,  James  Elrod;  Fi- 
nances, Harl  Russell;  A  Well- 
balanced  Program,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Bittinger.  An  interested  group 
of  mission-minded  people  were 
in  this  section  to  profit  from  the 
counsel  given. 

Pension  Plan 

The  ministers  and  laymen 
seemed  to  be  interested  in  pen- 
sions. The  room  provided  for 
the  meeting  was  too  small. 
Many  stood   outside   and  many 

Continued  on  page  24 
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Members'  response  to  world  needs  in  this 
year's  Conference  Offering  was  outstanding. 
The  total  of  $140,404,  a  sum  11%  above  the 
previous  year,  points  the  way  upward  toward 
triumphant  achievement  of  the  seven-month 
goal  of  $672,000.  Many  richly  deserve  com- 
mendation for  sacrificial  giving  that  lifted  this 
offering  to  the  fourth  highest  in  the  history  of 
the  church. 


Gail  Crumrine  has  been  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
the  Wabash  church,  Ind. 

H.  L.  Alley,  former  missionary  to  India,  has  moved 
to  another  address  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.  He  should  now 
be  addressed  at  511  Sixteenth  Street  in  that  city. 

The  district  conference  of  Northeastern  Ohio  will  be 
held  in  the  Olivet  church,  Aug.  29-31.  J.  C.  Inman  is 
the  moderator.  Speakers  for  the  conference  will  be 
Rufus  D.  Bowman  and  V.  F.  Schwalm. 

An  Institute  of  World  Missions  will  be  held  at  Chau- 
tauqua, N.  Y.,  Aug.  20-25,  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Foreign  Missions  Conference,  the  United  Council  of 
Church  Women,  and  the  Home  Missions  Council  of 
North  America. 

Licensed  to  the  ministry  have  been  Truman  Wiles  in 
the  East  Chippewa  church,  Ohio;  Rolland  Boepple  and 
Julius  Belser  in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa.;  Carlos 
Ziegler  in  the  Lititz  church,  Pa.;  Wayne  Zeigler  in  the 
Buckeye  church,  Kansas. 

Robert  L.  Strickler  concluded  his  services  as  pastor 
of  the  Sandy  Creek  congregation,  W.  Va.,  on  June  30. 
On  July  15  he  begins  his  work  with  the  Beaver  Run, 
White  Pine  and  Bethel  churches  in  the  same  state.  His 
address,  beginning  on  that  date,  will  be  Purgittsville, 
W.  Va. 

Nineteen  distinguished  theologians,  educators  and 
lay  experts  have  been  appointed  as  members  on  a 
commission  of  Christian  scholars  to  study  the  moral 
implications  of  area  bombing  and  the  military  use  of 
atomic  bombs  and  other  weapons  of  mass  destruction. 
Angus  Dun,  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
has  accepted  the  chairmanship.  It  is  the  hope  that  from 
this  committee  may  come  guidance  which  can  be  used 
by  the  government  and  military  policy-making  people. 

Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa,  world-renowned  Japanese 
Christian,  will  arrive  in  the  United  States  the  middle  of 
July  for  a  six  months'  evangelistic  tour,  including  Cana- 
da. Dr.  Kagawa  has  been  in  England  and  on  the  con- 
tinent, where  halls  and  churches  have  been  crowded 
to  capacity.  Requests  from  religious  groups  and 
churches  in  the  United  States  have  far  exceeded  the 
possibilities  of  meeting  the  demand;  the  limit  of  146 
bookings  has  been  made.  This  Christian  leader  will 
appear  not  only  in  the  large  cities — New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Chicago,  Detroit,  Minneapolis,  Memphis,  San 
Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  etc. — but  also  at  well-known 
conference  grounds  and  at  many  colleges  and  seminaries. 
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The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  which  was  observed 
for  the  second  time  brought  in  about  $5,000,000.  This 
money  came  into  the  local  budgets  of  the  denominations 
and  was  used  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  purposes. 

J.  E.  Wells,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  Her- 
mansville  school  system,  Mich.,  has  moved  with  his 
family  to  Britton,  Mich.,  where  he  will  be  the  super- 
intendent of  schools.  His  address  is  225  North  Street  in 
that  city. 

Quakertown  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  camp  meetings 
at  the  Highland  Park  camp  meeting  grounds,  Sellerville, 
Pa.,  July  10-23.  The  speaker  for-the  first  week  is  Robert 
Cocklin  of  Newville,  Pa.,  and  for  the  second  week, 
S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

The  W.C.T.U.  is  now  suggesting  that  the  men,  like- 
wise, get  back  of  a  drive  for  a  lessening  of  alcohol 
consumption  in  this  country.  They  suggest  that  an 
M.C.T.U.  be  organized  which  will  co-operate  with  every 
women's  temperance  union  in  the  country. 

Merlin  Cassel  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  sends  us  an  editorial 
from  the  Plymouth  Pilot-News  highly  commending  the 
greater  tolerance  which  is  growing  up  among  the 
churches.  The  editorial  was  inspired  by  the  exchange 
of  pulpits  which  occurred  in  the  city  of  Plymouth. 

Church  leaders  from  more  than  sixty  countries  and 
five  different  continents  will  gather  in  Toronto  for  the 
World  Convention  on  Christian  Education,  which  will 
be  held  Aug.  10-16.  An  attendance  of  around  5,000 
delegates,  representing  160,000  Christians,  is  expected. 

Recently  a  letter  was  received  by  the  Loan  Library 
from  Stuart,  Va.,  dated  June  16,  ordering  a  number  of 
books  and  plays.  Try  as  hard  as  she  could,  the  librarian 
could  find  no  sign  of  the  name  of  the  writer.  It  will 
avoid  disappointments  if  you  will  always  double  check 
to  see  that  you  have  placed  your  name  and  full  address 
clearly  on  both  letter  and  envelope  when  writing  to  any 
office  in  the  Publishing  House  in  Elgin,  111. 

A  mass  graduation  ceremony  was  held  for  the  pupils 
in  the  weekday  schools  of  religious  education  of  In- 
dianapolis and  Marion  County,  Ind.,  on  Sunday,  May  7. 
Ten  thousand  four  hundred  pupils  were  enrolled  or 
eighty-three  per  cent  of  the  public  school  enrollment  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  these  being  the  only  grades 
in  which  religious  instruction  is  being  offered.  Enroll- 
ment has  increased  to  this  large  figure  from  a  beginning 
of  2,600  religious  education  pupils  in  1946.  This  year 
4,417  boys  and  girls  received  certificates  of  recognition 
or  graduation. 

Sunday,  Aug.  6,  is  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  bomb- 
ing of  Hiroshima.  A  committee,  of  which  A.  J.  Muste 
is  the  secretary,  has  issued  a  call  to  the  American  people 
to  make  the  day  one  of  repentance  for  the  sin  of  war 
and  of  a  new  dedication  to  work  for  peace.  The  com- 
mittee suggests:  a  religious  service  at  about  8  a.m.  on 
Aug.  6,  at  or  near  as  many  atomic  installations  and 
research  centers  as  possible  or  a  nonviolent  demonstra- 
tion involving  such  things  as  picketing,  a  poster  walk, 
etc.;  a  service  in  each  local  community,  placing  emphasis 
upon  repentance  for  the  sin  of  launching  atomic  war 
and  a  call  to  break  with  the  war  method;  an  all-day  or 
twenty-four  hour  vigil,  fasting,  and  a  minute  of  silence 
at  8:10  a.m. 


Theme    for    1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


Cherry  Lane  church.  Pa.,  will  observe  its  annual 
home-coming  day,  Sunday,  Aug.  6,  morning  and  after- 
noon. The  guest  speaker  will  be  Emmert  Frederick. 
Basket  lunch  in  the  church  grove. 

East  Dayton  church,  Ohio,  will  hold  a  dedication 
service  for  the  new  church  on  July  16,  at  2:30  p.m. 
V.  F.  Schwalm  will  be  guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
and  the  afternoon  services.  Basket  dinner  at  noon.  A 
music  program  is  planned  for  the  evening  service. 

The  second  Brethren  tour,  under  the  directorship  of 
Lawrence  W.  Shultz,  will  begin  on  Sept.  6  and  end  on 
Nov.  4.  It  will  include  trips  into  France,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Italy,  Austria,  Holland,  England  and 
Wales.  Further  information  can  be  received  from  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

A  recent  report  from  China  says  that  all  the  Chris- 
tian colleges  except  one  are  now  under  the  People's 
Government  control  or  Communist  control.  They  are 
continuing  to  carry  on  much  as  previously,  however, 
and  the1  students  are  developing  now  appreciation  for 
manual  skills  and  for  those  who  work  in  so-called 
menial  jobs. 

Homer  Caskey,  pastor  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  re- 
leases a  card  each  quarter  to  the  members  of  his  con- 
gregation, telling  them  how  many  Sundays  they  were 
present  and  how  many  Sundays  they  were  absent.  The 
card  invites  criticism.  Bro.  Caskey  says  it  helps  the 
people  to  be  reminded  of  how  well  they  have  held  up 
in  their  church  attendance. 

Religious  Education  Week  will  be  observed  this  year 
Sept.  24 — Oct.  1.  Forty-six  million  Protestants  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  are  being  called  upon  to 
observe  the  week  around  the  theme,  Religious  Teach- 
ing— Vital  to  the  Nation.  It  is  hoped  that  during  this 
week  the  vital  importance  of  the  church  school  will 
be  lifted  up  by  the  church  people  of  America. 


Bridgewcrter  College 

The  commencement  exercises  for  the  seventieth  ses- 
sion of  the  college  were  held  on  June  5,  with  102 
students  receiving  baccalaureate  degrees.  Nineteen  can- 
didates were  presented  for  graduation  in  August  at  the 
close  of  the  summer  school.  Dr.  Edwin  McNeill  Poteat, 
pastor  of  the  Pullen  Memorial  Baptist  church,  Raleigh, 
N.  C,  delivered  the  commencement  address.  Approx- 
imately fifty  per  cent  of  the  graduates  will  enter  the 
teaching  profession.  A  rather  large  number  of  the 
remainder  will  enter  graduate  school  in  September. 

Ora  DeLauter,  executive  secretary  of  the  Southeast- 
ern Region,  was  given  the  honorary  degree,  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  at  commencement.  Dr.  Carter  V.  Good,  dean 
of  the  Teachers  College,  University  of  Cincinnati,  was 
honored  with  the  Doctor  of  Laws  degree,  and  W.  E. 
Wine,  business  executive  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  degree, 
Doctor  of  Engineering.  Dr.  Boyd  Harshbarger,  professor 
of  statistics,  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute,  received  the 
annual  award  for  the  Bridgewater  College  man  of  the 
year  at  the  alumni  banquet  on  June  3. 

A  ten-year  development  program  for  the  college  has 
been  inaugurated,  which  proposes  raising  $1,000,000  for 
buildings,  endowment  and  scholarships.  A.  R.  Showal- 
ter,  pastor  of  the  Cooks  Creek  congregation,  has  been 
secured  to  assist  in  this  movement. 


The  college  will  be  host  to  a  number  of  conferences 
during  the  summer.  Beginning  on  July  4  and  continuing 
through  the  7th,  the  children's  workshop  and  women's 
work  conference  of  the  Southeastern  Region  will  be  in 
session.  The  Christian  Ashram  for  the  Southern  Region, 
with  E.  Stanley  Jones  as  leader,  will  be  held  on  July 
10-20,  and  the  Bethany  Extension  School  on  July  17-29. 
On  July  30  to  Aug.  6,  the  Virginia  Youth  Temperance 
Council  will  hold  its  conference,  and  a  conference  for 
young  married  couples  will  be  held  on  Aug.  11-13.  Dr. 
L.  Foster  Wood  will  be  the  guest  leader  for  this  latter 
conference.  The  Virginia  weekday  religious  education 
teachers  conference,  which  is  held  here  annually,  will  be 
in  session  on  Aug.  30  through  Sept.  6. 

The  summer  school  under  the  direction  of  Dean  John 
W.  Boitnott  has  an  enrollment  of  approximately  one 
hundred.  The  school  opened  on  June  12  and  will  con- 
tinue nine  weeks.  Graduation  exercises  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  morning,  Aug.  12. 

New  staff  members  for  the  session  of  1950-51  include 
William  G.  Willoughby,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  who 
will  teach  in  the  departments  of  sociology  and  Bible, 
Lowell  V.  Heisey,  of  McPherson,  Kansas,  who  will 
head  the  department  of  chemistry,  Paul  R.  Yoder, 
Jr.,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  who  comes  into  the  department 
of  mathematics  and  physics,  Ruth  E.  Tandy  of  Carroll- 
ton,  Kentucky,  in  physical  education,  and  William  L. 
Pryor,  of  Lakeland,  Florida,  who  will  assist  in  English. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Out- 
look church,  Wash.,  July  25 — Aug.  6. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  Hickory  Grove 
church,  Ind.,  July  16-23. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  added  to  the  Marion  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Buffalo  church,  Ind. 

Four  added  to  the  White  Oak  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Richmond  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Swatara  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Portland  church,  Ind. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Granada  church,  Kansas. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Maple  Spring  church,  Pa. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Bristolville  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Poplar  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Morrellville  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Hopewell 
church,  Va.  • 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Loon  Creek 
church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Sacramento 
church,  Calif. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Wiley 
church,  Colo. 

Three  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Ellisforde 
church,  Wash. 

Four  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Glendora 
church,  Calif. 

Eighteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Prices 
Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  thirteen  received  by  letter  in  the  Eliza- 
bethtown  church,  Pa. 

Twelve  baptized,  seven  received  by  letter  and  one  recon- 
secrated in  the  Waynesboro  church,   Va. 

Calendar  for  July  9 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Moses,  Who  Led  His  People  to  God. — 
—Ex.  4:28-31;  19—20;  35;  40:17-38.  Memory  Selection:  If  ye  will 
obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be 
a  peculiar  treasure  unto  me  above  all  people.    Ex.  19:5. 

CBYF  Topic  for  July,  Nature  Declares  His  Glory. 
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TALK  ABOUT   PEACE 


Here  is  the  story  of  two  significant  conferences  held  in  May  and  June 
in  the  hope  of  avoiding  another  war  and  building  for  permanent  peace 


Conference  on  the  Church 
and  War 

Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Smeltzer 

Chicago,  Illinois 

RENOUNCE  war  and  seek  rec- 
onciliation," was  the  call  sent 
out  by  the  Conference  on  the 
Church  and  War  to  all  Christians 
and  all  churches.  The  conference, 
which  met  in  Detroit  early  in  May, 
brought  some  four  hundred  Chris- 
tian pacifists  together. 

The  delegates  came  from  thirteen 
denominations  and  Christian  peace 
groups.  About  thirty-five  of  these 
were  Brethren.  Methodists,  Friends, 
and  Mennonites  also  had  large  dele- 
gations. 

Short  addresses,  discussions,  meet- 
ings of  denominational  groups  and 
worship  services  were  the  chief 
activities  of  the  conference.  Of 
course,  anyone  with  many  pacifist 
friends  had  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  renew  acquaintances,  while  a  per- 
son from  a  denomination  with  few 
like-minded  members  could  enjoy 
the  fellowship  and  spiritual  under- 
girding  of  other  pacifists. 

Delegates  to  this  conference 
worked  hard  and  put  in  long  and 
strenuous  hours.  Chairman  Albert 
Edward  Day,  an  outstanding  Metho- 
dist minister  of  Baltimore,  gave  ex- 
cellent leadership.  His  ready  wit, 
deep  spiritual  understanding  and 
humble  self-giving  love  were  mani- 
fest in  the  conference  from  the  first 
moment  to  the  last. 

Morning  quiet,  before  the  day's 
program  began,  was  helpful.  Noon 
worship  each  day  was  led  by  Mar- 
gueritte  Harmon  Bro,  who  frequent- 
ly writes  for  the  Christian  Century. 
Allan  Hunter,  well-known  Congre- 
gational pacifist  of  Hollywood,  gave 
a  talk  during  one  of  these  creative 
half-hour  periods.  Most  delegates 
fasted  at  noon  of  the  last  day. 


The  addresses  and  discussions 
were  centered  around  three  areas  of 
thought — the  theological  basis  of 
pacifism,  its  political  and  social  im- 
plications, and  practical  instrumen- 
talities for  a  peace  program.  Even 
though  some  of  us  in  the  early  part 
of  the  conference  were  dubious  as 
to  its  results,  we  were  gratified  and 
thankful  for  the  findings  of  the  vari- 
ous sections  and  the  message  of  the 
conference,  which  were  discussed 
and  accepted  in  the  final  sessions.  A 
summary  of  the  conference  message 
appears  elsewhere  on  these  pages. 

This  and  other  materials  are  avail- 
able through  our  Elgin  offices. 

Other  thoughts  from  the  longer 
messages  are: 

"War  is  not  man's  only  defiance 
of  God's  will,  but  today  it  represents 
that  defiance  in  its  most  flagrant 
form.  To  renounce  war  is  not  to 
avoid  sin,  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
because  we  sin  we  must  necessarily 
participate  in  war  .  .  ." 

In  discussion  of  the  social  and 
political  implications  of  our  faith, 
the     conference     urged     "that     the 


churches  look  more  deeply  into  the 
causes  of  international  war  and  ask 
themselves  why  their  witness  is  not 
more  effective  in  those  areas  of 
social,  economic  and  political  ten- 
sions in  American  and  world  life 
which  are  today  contributory  to 
'cold  war'  and  armed  conflict. 

World  government  through  the 
United  Nations  was  urged.  It 
"would  not  absolutely  assure  peace, 
but  would  provide  a  framework 
within  which  men  could  achieve  the 
prevention  of  war." 

"A  middle  way,  balanced  economy 
of  private,  public  and  cooperative 
ownership"  was  advocated,  with  dis- 
tribution of  food  surpluses,  volun- 
tary international  sharing  and  a 
world  trade  organization  .  .  . 

In  Russian  -  American  relations, 
the  present  United  States  policy  of 
containment  of  Soviet  expansionism, 
with  its  predominant  reliance  upon 
might  is  failing  and  is  contrary  to 
Christian  principles:  "The  course 
which  we  propose  is  to  adopt  a  pol- 
icy of  active  goodwill  .  .  .  and 
to   press  unremittingly   for  the  re- 
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Brethren  Delegation  to  the  Conference  on  the  Church  and  War 

First  row:  Mrs.  Stanley  Bittinger,  Gladdys  Muir,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Zigler,  Mrs. 
Ralph  E.  Smeltzer.  Mrs.  Martha  Yohe.  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Bright;  second  row:  Raymond  R. 
Peters.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Lorell  Weiss,  Robert  Mays,  Stanley  Bittinger,  Ora  Huston, 
Russell  Hartzler.  Don  Durnbaugh,  Carl  Welch,  John  Long,  Dan  West,  Ralph  E.  Smeltzer. 
Eugene  Lichty,  J.  Russell  Bright,  Earl  Lehman,  Chalmer  Faw,  Ed  Hershberger,  Clyde 
Weaver  and  W.  Harold  Row 


solving  of  the  power  struggle  within 
the  larger  framework  of  the  or- 
ganized world  community.  .  .  .  We 
believe  that  no  important  change 
will  come  about  in  the  policies  of 
either  major  power  until  one  of 
them  takes  a  radical  initiative  for 
peace." 

The  Brethren  delegation  met  to- 
gether three  times.  At  the  last 
meeting  the  following  suggestions 
for  improving  our  peace  program 
were  advanced  by  various  members. 

1.  Create  more  prayer  and  cell 
groups. 

2.  Prepare  a  statement  clarifying 
the  Brethren  pacifist  theology  and 
philosophy. 

3.  Study  why  more  Brethren  are 
not  pacifist. 

4.  Form  a  pacifist  fellowship  in 
the  church. 

5.  Resist  secularism  and  develop 
an  alternative  culture. 

6.  Determine  what  is  our  unique 
place  in  the  ecumenical  pacifist 
movement. 

7.  Lead  in  a  united  Christian  paci- 
fist relief  program. 

8.  Offer  workers  for  practical 
service — who  are  not  afraid  to  get 
their  hands  dirty. 

9.  Prayerfully  restudy  the  New 
Testament  (Jesus  and  the  early 
church  were  pacifists.) 

10.  Emphasize  conduct,  ethics, 
good   works   and   the   good   life. 

11.  Promote  political  action  of  a 
catalytic  type  instead  of  lobbying. 

12.  Continue  church  study  of  eco- 
nomic and  political  causes  of  war. 

13.  Offer  speakers  and  all  possible 
resources  for  the  implementation  of 
the  Detroit  Conference. 


Mid-Century  Conference 
For  Peace 

A  few  weeks  after  the  Detroit 
Conference,  which  Mrs.  Smeltzer 
describes,  there  was  held  in  Chi- 
cago another  signficant  meeting  of 
people  interested  in  maintaining 
world  peace.  This  was  the  Mid- 
Century  Conference  for  Peace. 
While  the  Detroit  Conference  was 
limited  to  Christian  pacifists,  the 
Chicago  meeting  was  open  to  all 
interested  in  maintaining  peace. 

This  broad  eligibility  opened  the 
way  for  certain  "left  wing"  groups 
to  show  an  interest  in  the  confer- 
ence, and  a  rumor  arose  that  it 
might  be  dominated  by  Communists. 
As  a  result  two  pacifist  groups  who 
appear  very  prominently  in  most 
peace  meetings  were  not  in  evidence 
this    time.     The    total    attendance, 


Summary  of  an  Affirmation  and  Appeal 
by  the  Detroit  Conference 

MAN  in  the  moment  of  his  greatest  scientific  achievement  faces  the 
possibility  of  total  self-destruction.  To  many,  war  seems  the  only 
answer.  We  believe  that  another  way,  grounded  in  the  will  of 
God,  is  open.  In  this  hour  of  confusion  and  turmoil,  the  church  is  called 
to  speak  a  distinctive  and  steadying  word,  drawn  not  from  the  judgments 
of  the  secular  world,  but  from  its  gospel. 

The  insistent  and  absolute  call  of  Christ  is  to  his  cross.  It  is  a  call  to 
repentance  and  commitment — repentance  for  our  involvement  in  war  and 
commitment  to  the  power  of  reconciling  love. 

We,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  church  of  Christ  throughout  the  world 
to  break  with  war — to  repent  of  warmaking  now. 

We  appeal  to  the  American  churches  to  take  the  initiative  in  this 
crucial  witness.  We  appeal  to  individual  Christians  to  refuse  to  make  or 
to  use  weapons  of  destruction,  and  to  devote  their  energies  to  the  removal 
of  the  social,  economic  and  moral  causes  of  depression,  dictatorship  and 
war. 

We  advocate  that  individual  Christians  and  the  church  support  the 
use  of  the  methods  of  reconciliation  and  nonviolent  action,  such  as  Gandhi 
has  demonstrated  in  our  time. 

Let  the  church  own  no  Lord  but  Christ,  no  power  but  the  cross,  no 
hope  but  in  the  God  who  bears  the  destiny  of  all  in  his  hands. 


however,  was  all  that  the  sponsors 
had  hoped  for. 

The  rumor  of  Communist  domina- 
tion proved  to  be  without  founda- 
tion. This  observer  could  find  no 
evidence  of  it.  The  presence  of 
people  like  Henry  Hitt  Crane,  fa- 
mous Detroit  Methodist  pacifist, 
John  B.  Thompson,  dean  of  the 
Rockefeller  chapel  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  Mark  A.  Dawber 
of  the  Home  Missions  Council,  and 
Kermit  Eby  in  positions  of  leader- 
ship disproved  the  charge. 

The  interracial  and  intercultural 
character  of  the  conference  was 
significant.  There  was  effective 
leadership  from  Negro  clergymen, 
Jewish  rabbis,  and  others. 

The  opening  meetings  were  im- 
pressive in  their  dignity  and  the 
character  of  the  messages  delivered. 
Later  the  conference  divided  into 
four  groups  discussing  (a)  fear  and 
its  effects  on  family  and  community; 
(b)  the  effects  of  the  H-bomb  and 
A-bomb;  (c)  economy,  trade  and  for- 
eign policy;  and  (d)  civil  liberties. 
As  is  very  often  true  in  such  cases, 
the  discussions  left  something  to  be 
desired,  at  least  those  witnessed  by 
this  observer.  A  number  of  people 
found  it  easier  to  hold  the  floor  tell- 
ing what  they  had  done  in  days 
gone  by  than  to  work  constructive- 
ly on  plans  for  the  future.  There 
was  evidence  of  the  presence  of  vari- 
ous pressure  groups,  each  with  its 
pet  panacea  for  war.  Even  the  De- 
troit Conference  had  not  been  free 
from   this. 

In  the  statements  which  were 
finally    adopted,     the    Mid-Century 


Conference  emphasized  the  neces- 
sity of  finding  peaceful  alternatives 
to  the  "cold  war."  It  commended 
statesmen  and  others  who  have  sug- 
gested such  alternatives,  among 
them  Senators  McMahon  and  Tyd- 
ings,  Trygve  Lie  of  the  United  Na- 
tions, and  the  International  Red 
Cross,  which  recently  called  for  the 
banning  of  atomic  weapons. 

City-wide  and  state-wide  confer- 
ences similar  to  this  national  one 
were  recommended.  Each  peace 
group  now  in  existence  was  urged 
to  new  vigor.  Personal  testimonies 
for  peace  and  visits  to  congressmen 
and  senators  up  for  re-election  this 
year  were  suggested  as  ways  to 
make  clear  to  the  world  that  we 
are  not  willing  to  go  to  war  again. 

Like  the  Detroit  meeting,  this 
conference  left  this  observer  with 
mingled  feelings  of  hope  and  dis- 
couragement —  hope  because  there 
still  are  many  thousands  who  have 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  war,  dis- 
couragement because  there  is  so 
much  for  pacifists  yet  to  learn  and 
to  do  before  the  goal  can  be 
achieved.  It  is  certainly  hearten- 
ing to  see  hundreds  of  people  travel 
from  far  and  wide  to  attend  a  con- 
ference which  offers  some  hope  of 
providing  a  peaceful  alternative  to 
the  war  which  threatens.  We  should 
be  thankful  both  for  those  within 
the  circle  of  Christian  pacifism  and 
those  beyond  it  who  are  today  sacri- 
ficing time,  energy,  money  and 
sometimes  reputation  to  work  for 
a  peaceful  world. — L.  W. 
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ONE  would  hardly  expect  to  find 
the  word  ethical  in  a  subject 
such  as  this.  We  would  simply 
take  for  granted  that  church-pastor 
relationships  would  be  on  a  high 
ethical  level.  The  fact  that  the 
question  is  raised,  however,  indi- 
cates that  not  all  of  the  relationships 
of  church  and  pastor  are  what  would 
be  called  ethical.  The  failure  to  be 
ethical  in  these  relationships  is  due 
partly  to  misunderstanding  concern- 
ing the  relationship  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  our  spiritual  attainments 
are  of  less  quality  than  one  could 
hope  for. 

The  relationships  which  a  pastor 
is  to  maintain  fall  in  three  areas. 
First,  he  is  the  direct  representa- 
tive of  God  to  the  congregation. 
Second,  he  is  the  spiritual  adviser 


and  counselor  of  the  church.  And 
third,  his  task  is  to  help  the  church 
grow  in  its  spiritual  life. 

Spiritual  leader  or  "chore  boy"? 

The  basic  reason  why  the  church 
in  its  relationship  to  the  pastor  is 
not  always  ethical  is  that  the  pastor 
is  expected  to  be  the  chore  boy  of 
the  church  rather  than  its  spiritual 
leader.  An  increasing  number  of 
little  details  and  chores  need  to  be 
done  so  that  the  church  can  accom- 
plish what  it  proposes  to  do  and 
since  the  pastor  does  not  have  much 
to  do  (in  the  estimation  of  many  of 
the  membership)  he  is  assigned  an 
ever-increasing  number  of  these 
things  which  ought  to  be  done  by 
a  great  number  of  other  people. 
And  as  the  number  of  these  chores 


ETHICAL  RELATIONSHIP 

Church  and  Pastor 


Ora  DeLcmter 

Bridgewater,   Virginia 


How  can  we  make 
the  relationship  be- 
tween a  pastor  and 
his  people  thorough- 
ly Christian?  No  less 
than  this  is  required 
if  the  witness  of  a 
church  is  to  be  strong 
and  effective 
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increases  the  time  necessary  for 
spiritual  meditation,  prayer  and  the 
reading  of  God's  Word  diminishes 
and  the  very  thing  that  the  church 
had  hoped  to  accomplish  by  having 
a  pastor  fails  to  materialize.  This 
leads  to  a  sense  of  frustration  in  the 
congregation.  The  pastor  himself, 
hindered  from  tapping  the  "wells  of 
everlasting  water,"  comes  to  his  pul- 
pit and  to  his  pastoral  visitation 
like  a  "broken  cistern."  His  sermons 
lack  that  spiritual  warmth  that  the 
congregation  needs  and  must  have 
if  it  is  to  grow  spiritually.  The  root 
of  the  trouble  is  the  congregation 
itself  because  it  has  made  impossible 
the  spiritual  preparation  necessary. 

Fairness  in  financial  matters 

Another  element  in  this  problem 
is  the  fact  that  most  pastors  are 
underpaid.  Many  pastors  are  young 
men  who  by  the  very  nature  of 
things  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
for  training  in  financial  matters  and 
who  increasingly  find  themselves 
caught  between  the  pressures  of 
debt,  rising  costs  of  living  and  in- 
creasing family  responsibilities. 
They  find  this  problem  so  acute  that 
many  times  it  disturbs  their  sense 
of  security  and  even  causes  them  to 
wonder  whether  they  have  chosen 
the  right  vocation.  Congregations 
need  to  be  ethical  in  consideration 
of  the  financial  needs  of  their  pas- 
tors so  that  worry  over  unpaid  bills 
and  lack  of  security  do  not  detract 
from  their  search  of  the  Scriptures 
and  their  study  and  meditation.  The 
congregation  ought  not  expect  the 
pastor  to  make  larger  financial  sacri- 
fices than  individual  members  of  the 
congregation  make  for  the  sake  of 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

"Make  love  your  aim" 

A  third  lack  in  ethical  relation- 
ships has  to  do  with  the  unkindly 
criticism  which  the  congregation 
brings  upon  the  pastor.  Many  times 
the  church  is  more  critical  of  its 
pastor  than  any  business  organiza- 
tion is  of  a  man  in  its  employ.  And 
our  criticism  is  hardly  ever  directed 
to  the  high  level  of  spiritual  things 
but  rather  to  little  details  that  in 
the  long  run  do  not  really  matter. 
Most  people  respond  to  kindly  coun- 
sel and  criticism.  Why  not  raise  our 
standards  to  that  which  was  so  char- 
acteristic of  Jesus?  When  we  begin 
to  pray  for  people  whom  we  think 
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WHAT  good  are  the  weekly 
church  bulletins?  Are  they 
of  any  value  to  the  members 
of  the  congregation?  Do  they  have 
any  use  beyond  making  it  easy  to 
follow  the  order  of  service  and  to 
anticipate  the  next  part  of  the  wor- 
ship? 

These  are  questions  worthy  of  our 
consideration  for  the  church  spends 
approximately  $147.80  a  year  to  buy 
and  mimeograph  these  bulletins 
each  week.  In  addition  someone 
spends  an  entire  morning  typing 
and  mimeographing  these  programs. 
That  is  after  they  arrive  at  the 
church  from  the  Publishing  House. 
Before  they  are  ready  to  leave  the 
Publishing  House,  however,  some- 
one must  make  and  cut  the  paper, 
find  the  picture  for  the  front  and 
get  it  ready  for  printing;  write  the 
article  for  the  back  page  and  set 
the  type  for  that.  All  this  must  be 
done  before  we  receive  them  at 
the  church. 

We  then  come  to  the  services  on 
Sunday,  receive  the  bulletin  at  the 
door  and,  with  hardly  a  look  at  it 
or  the  usher,  we  take  our  seats. 
We  glance  over  the  order  of  service 
to  see  what  we  are  to  sing  and  what 
the  preacher's  sermon  is  about. 
After  the  last  hymn,  we  allow  it 
to  remain  in  the  hymnbook  or  to 
lie  on  the  seat  beside  us.  Now  the 
question  is:  What  good  has  the  bul- 
letin done?  What  good  did  it  do 
to  print  a  church  calendar?  What 
value  did  the  article  on  the  back 
page  have?  How  much  inspiration 
was  given  by  the  picture  on  the 
front  of  the  bulletin? 

Here  a  few  suggestions  concerning 
the  wise  use  of  the  church  bulletin. 


1.  If  you  are  one  of  those  who 
arrive  early  for  a  service,  spend 
your  time  in  reading  all  the  an- 
nouncements and  coming  events 
listed  in  the  bulletin. 

2.  Look  at  the  picture  and  study 
it  prayerfully. 

3.  Turn  to  the  back  page  and 
read  the  article  thoughtfully  and 
prayerfully.  These  articles  are  writ- 
ten by  outstanding  Church  of  the 
Brethren  people,  giving  good 
thoughts  and  ideas  which  are  prac- 
tical and  useful  in  daily  Christian 
living.  Most  often  they  add  much 
meaning  to  the  picture  found  on  the 
front  of  the  bulletin.  If  there  is 
no  time  to  read  it  before  the  service 
begins — then  by  all  means  leave 
it  until  the  service  is  over  and  take 
it  home  to  read.  During  the  service 
is  no  time  to  be  occupying  the  mind 
with  things  other  than  that  of  the 
prepared  service. 

4.  Be  sure  to  take  the  bulletin 
home;  keep  it  in  a  prominent  place 
for  the  entire  week.  It  is  a  splendid 
place  to  check  on  the  services  to 
be  held  in  God's  house  for  that 
week.  It  is  an  excellent  reminder 
that  attendance  at  these  services  is 
blessed  by  God.  It  also  offers  by 
way  of  the  picture  and  back  page, 
many  periods  of  rich  meditation  and 
inspiration. 

5.  Don't  allow  the  bulletin  to  lie 
on  the  seats  to  be  picked  up  by  the 
janitor  and  burned.  If  there  are 
.extra  ones,  take  them  and  give  them 
to  your  friends  and  neighbors,  in- 
viting them  to  join  the  services  of 
your  church. 

Let  us  make  wise  use  of  the 
weekly  church  bulletins. 


have  wronged  us  or  begin  seeking 
ways  of  doing  them  good,  it  is  sur- 
prising how  quickly  the  whole  pat- 
tern changes  and  how  soon  great 
problems  disappear. 

The  pastor  and  his  task 

Now  let  us  consider  the  pastor's 
responsibilities.  In  the  words  of 
the  Scripture,  the  pastor  is  to  be 
"the  shepherd  of  the  sheep.  He  is  to 
be  the  teacher  in  spiritual  things 
and  he  is  to  be  the  example  of  what 
happens  to  an  individual  when  God 
has  his  way  in  his  life.    We  pastors 


often  substitute  other  things  for  the 
high  calling  of  being  a  shepherd  and 
by  unethical  administration,  often- 
times a  dictatorial  attitude  and  fre- 
quently a  lack  of  tolerance  and  for- 
giveness, try  to  achieve  what  we 
consider  the  ends  of  a  pastor's  work. 
The  shepherd  relationship  has  in 
mind  two  things  primarily:  that  of 
feeding  and  caring  for  the  flock  of 
God.  Before  we  can  feed  our  people 
spiritual  manna,  we  ourselves  must 
partake  of  it  constantly.  There  is 
no  substitute  for  a  careful,  sys- 
tematic, regular  reading  of  the  Word 


of  God.  Much  of  our  reading  is 
haphazard,  undirected,  and  undis- 
cerning  of  the  spiritual  truths  con- 
tained therein.  We  cannot  bring  to 
bear  upon  the  lives  of  our  people 
the  truths  of  God  unless  we  our- 
selves have  expressed  such  truths 
in  our  own  relationships  of  life.  We 
are  not  necessarily  feeding  our  peo- 
ple when  we  preach  a  sermon  on 
Sunday.  The  feeding  takes  place 
when  the  truths  of  God  are  so  realis- 
tically presented  to  all  ages  that 
the  people  in  turn  are  caught  by 
it.  It  is  unethical  for  us  pastors  to 
preach  just  to  be  preaching  and  it 
is  likewise  unethical  for  us  to  do 
pastoral  calling  just  to  be  doing  pas- 
toral calling.  Our  job  is  to  bring 
the  resources  of  heaven  to  bear  upon 
the  problems  of  everyday  life  of  our 
parishioners  and  at  this  point  the 
exemplary  life  of  the  pastor  will 
have  more  weight  than  all  of  the 
sermons  he  may  preach.  And  it  is 
unethical  in  our  relationship  with 
our  parish  to  expect  from  them 
more  spirituality  than  we  expect 
from  ourselves. 

The  role  of  the  pastoral  board 

A  point  at  which  both  pastors  and 
churches  oftentimes  are  unethical  is 
in  the  very  human  belief  that  the 
pastures  are  greener  across  the 
fence.  The  church  many  times  be- 
lieves that  its  problems  will  be 
solved  if  it  just  changes  pastors, 
and  the  pastor  on  his  part  often- 
times believes  that  he  will  have  a 
bigger  opportunity  in  other  fields. 
Now  these  positions  may  be  well 
taken  at  times  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  problems  still  remain  with 
the  change  of  pastors,  and  the  pas- 
tor on  his  part  has  similar  prob- 
lems to  face  in  the  new  parish  to 
which  he  may  go.  The  church  can 
avoid  the  problem  of  constantly 
changing  pastors  if  it  has  a  wide- 
awake pastoral  board  who  are  deep- 
ly spiritual  by  nature  and  frank  by 
disposition  and  kindly  in  spirit;  the 
board  should  take  the  pastor  into 
their  confidence  and  talk  over  to- 
gether frequently  any  and  all  prob- 
lems which  may  arise  in  the  con- 
gregation concerning  the  work  of 
the  pastor. 

Partnership  in  a  great  cause 

The  grace  of  God  is  sufficient  to 
help  both  the  church  and  the  pastor 
to  grow  in  a  fine  sense  of  comrade- 
ship and  partnership  in  the  greatest 
work  that  man  is  privileged  to  en- 
gage in.  Let  both  church  and  pastor 
continue   to   improve. 
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THE   HARVEST   IS  RIPE 


WHEN  Jesus  and  the  disciples 
stopped  in  Samaria  he  said 
to  them,  "Lift  up  your  eyes, 
and  look  on  the  fields,  that  they 
are  white  already  unto  harvest." 
This  was  true  because  the  Samari- 
tans were  ready  to  hear  the  gospel 
message  if  only  some  one  would 
proclaim  it  to  them.  At  another 
time  seeing  the  multitudes  Jesus 
"had  compassion  for  them,  because 
they  were  distressed  and  scattered, 
as  sheep  not  having  a  shepherd." 
Then  he  said,  "The  harvest  indeed 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are 
few."  What  was  true  in  Christ's 
time  is  true  today  in  thousands  of 
places.  Who  will  have  compassion 
on  today's  multitudes? 

When  the  harvest  is  ripe  there 
is  only  one  wise  thing  to  do.  Every 
farmer  knows  that  if  it  is  not  reaped 
at  once  it  will  quickly  spoil,  hence 
he  makes  haste  to  garner  it  in.  -  Why 
should  we  sow  and  then  fail  to 
reap?  Does  any  one  think  that  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  is  indifferent 
to  his  harvest?  Surely  not,  but  he 
needs  helpers.  Therefore,  he  said, 
"Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest, 
that  he  send  forth  laborers  into  his 
harvest."  The  Lord  cannot  care  for 
the  harvest  without  our  help.  Do  we 
really  believe  this? 

Think  of  our  Africa  mission  field. 
Thousands  of  people  there  are  ready 
to  hear  the  gospel  but  there  is  no 
one  to  teach  them.  There  are  Chris- 
tians in  a  few  villages,  but  hundreds 
of  people  in  other  villages  are  just 
as  ready  for  the  gospel.  Why  should 
that  harvest  be  lost?  Solomon  says: 
"He  that  sleepeth  in  harvest  is  a 
son  that  causeth  shame."  How  dare 
we  sleep  while  the  harvest  goes  to 
ruin?  We  are  not  faithful  disciples 
of  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  unless  we 


J.  M.  Blough 

Missionary  to  India 


care  for  his  harvest.  New  mission- 
aries appointed  to  Africa  a  year  ago 
have  not  sailed  yet  because  there 
was  not  money  enough  in  the  treas- 
ury to  send  them  out.  Does  this  look 


as  if  we  cared  for  the  harvest? 
Think  of  our  India  field.  We  have 
only  half  as  many  missionaries  on 
that  field  now  as  we  had  thirty  years 
ago.     There    is    a    church   member- 
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Top:   Children  of  the  village  school  at  Vyara 
Bottom:   Children's  church,  held  at  the  Marama  school  chapel 


ship  there  of  8,500.  Had  we  sent 
ten  times  as  many  missionaries  and 
supported  the  work  accordingly,  the 
membership  now  could  easily  be 
80,000;  instead  of  twenty  -  three 
churches  there  might  be  two  hun- 
dred. But  think  again.  Twenty-five 
villages  that  had  Christian  teachers 


living  in  them  to  lead  them  into 
the  way  of  life  are  today  robbed  of 
their  teachers.  Why?  For  one  rea- 
son only.  Last  year  and  this  the 
Brotherhood  did  not  raise  the  whole 
budget  needed  for  India,  so  these 
teachers  had  to  be  dismissed.  There 
the    harvest    was    ready;    yes,    the 


reaping  had  already  begun  for  souls 
were  being  saved  and  churches  were 
being  started.  Now  is  that  harvest 
to  go  to  waste  while  we  sleep? 
While  a  thousand  other  villages  are 
ripe  unto  harvest  even  these  twenty- 
five  had  to  be  abandoned.  Is  this 
nothing  to  you,  O  brethren  and  sis- 
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I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


This  is  the  second  part  of  Bro.  Zeller's  article.    In  the  part  printed 

last  week  he  tells  how  he  became  a  minister  and  about  his  early 

experiences  as  a  pastor 


Harry    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 

McPherson,  Kansas 


As  I  write  these  words,  our 
family  is  in  the  process  of  packing 
its  goods  and  chattels  to  move  into 
a  different  parish  ministry.  "An- 
other parsonage,  another  Brethren 
church,  and  another  Washington 
school,"  says  our  son.  "What's  the 
use  to  go  there?"  But  every  mem- 
ber of  our  family  tingles  with  an 
excitement  which  is  usually  reserved 
for  the  hairbreadth  adventure  from 
a  storybook.  We  "know  not  what 
the  future  hath  of  marvel  or  sur- 
prise" and  life  has  been  so  good 
that  we  might  wish  it  could  have 
frozen  itself  at  any  one  of  a  dozen 
spots.  We  might  wish,  like  Peter, 
that  we  could  put  up  shop  and 
hang  out  the  shingle  for  the  rest  of 
our  days.  "Master,  it  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here,  let  us  make  three 
tabernacles  .  .  ."  Or  respond  to  the 
future  like  Jesus,  who  must  needs 
go  through  Samaria  on  one  occasion 
and  on  another  must  be  about  his 
Father's  business  or  on  yet  another 
occasion  felt  that  he  "must  go  to 
Jerusalem,  also." 

What  shall  I  say  more?  Choose 
to  do  all  that  again?  What  man  in 
his  right  mind  would  not  choose  it 
again.  But  I  did  not  seem  to  choose 
it  at  first.  It  was  as  though  it  was 
born  with  me.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  imagine  what  it  would  be 
like  to  do  anything  else.  And 
though  I  might  wish  it  all  to  happen 
again,  it  could  not,  for  the  essence 
of  life  is  in  this  "onwardness"  which 
has  as  its  goal  the  upward  pilgrim- 
age of  the  soul  to  its  God. 

Do  it  again? 

Again  I  would  choose  a  profession 
which  calls  for  such  a  variety  of 
skills  and  makes  such  imperious  de- 


mands for  excellence  as  to  seem  im- 
possible. 

Again  I  would  elect  to  dwell  on 
the  growing  edge  of  life  where  a 
cut  may  heal  or  a  prophetic  urgency 
turn  earth's  smoothness  rough. 
For  truly,  if  he  be  at  his  Father's 
business,  the  minister  must  help 
wash  gutters  clean,  destroy  corrosion 
which  deposits  in  the  stream  of  life 
to  make  clear  channels  for  the  love 
of  God  to  flow  through. 

Again  I  would  choose  the  thrill 
of  preaching — that  bit  of  business 
by  which  the  minister  gathers  up 
his  materials  in  the  pulpit  and  sets 
them  aflame.  The  minister's  study 
is  a  kind  of  blast  furnace  into  which 
go  comics  and  texts,  the  sublime 
and  the  ridiculous,  the  faith  and  the 
frustrations,  the  horrible  and  the 
holy,  the  mundane  and  the  miracu- 
lous. Out  of  it  when  the  dross  is 
purged,  in  a  Gethsemane  which 
often  comes  on  Friday,  there  is 
formed  the  weekly  epic  in  which 
one  strives  haltingly  to  elevate  the 
life  of  man  in  the  hard  world  of 
reality  to  the  love  of  God  in  its  full 
eternity. 

Again  I  would  put  the  tiny  candles 
of  Christian  education  where  grow- 
ing boys  and  girls  can  light  the 
stars  of  Christian  experience  as  they 
learn  of  God  and  are  led  into  a  fuller 
understanding  of  him. 

Again  I  would  be  near  those  who 
joy  and  near  those  who  grieve,  to 
share  the  fellowship  of  many  people 
offered  in  multitudes  of  ways,  often 
bungled  but  always  present. 

Again  I  would  decide  to  share  the 
contortions,  bear  the  futilities  and 
occasionally  cheer  the  triumphs  of 
those  who  find  life  rough  but  tough. 


I  would  go  about  helping  them  to 
pick  up  the  stars  of  broken  lives 
one  by  one  and  put  them  back  into 
the  sky. 

Again  I  would  seek  to  thwart  the 
pink  foibles,  little  follies  and 
plaguing  frustrations  which  pull  the 
rug  of  faith  out  from  under  person- 
ality, spilling  life  over  in  silly  poses, 
breaking  homes  and  separating 
brothers.  Again  I  would  turn  a  de- 
tective in  personality,  trailing  the 
intricacies  of  the  tumor  of  hate,  fer- 
reting out  its  malignancy  until  at 
last  the  windows  of  the  heart  are 
thrown  open  that  the  clean  winds 
of  God  might  blow  through. 

Again  I  would  catch  people  in  the 
gray  and  tawdry  routine  of  existence 
and  seek  to  show  them  the  sparkle 
and  zest  which  abundant  Christian- 
ity infuses  into  living. 

Again  I  would  heed  the  call  to 
think  nobly,  feel  deeply,  and  serve 
fully  even  though  I  know  these 
awful  requirements  are  out  of  my 
reach,  but  just  out  of  my  reach, 
and  I  would  stand  on  my  tiptoes  (or 
perhaps  jump  up)  to  catch  a  big 
hand,  strong  but  soft,  fine  but  firm, 
which  remains  a  sure  lift  and  subtle 
boost  as  long  as  I  cling  to  it. 

Do  that  again?  What  a  life!  I 
would  dare  any  young  man  who 
wants  to  live  to  the  fullest,  who 
would  feel  the  throbbing  thrill  of 
life  to  the  utmost  to  try  it.  For  my 
testimony  is  this — I  would  choose 
the  parish  ministry  again. 

As  indicated  in  this  article  it  was  written 
while  the  writer  was  transferring  his  lo- 
cation as  parish  minister  irom  the  Elgin 
church  to  the  McPherson  church. 
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ters?  Retrenchment  should  never  be 
known  among  us. 

Just  now  250,000  people  have  been 
added  to  our  parish  in  India,  be- 
cause three  Indian  states  right  in  our 
field  in  which  Christian  work  had 
not  been  permitted  are  now  open  to 
us.  One  of  our  Joint  Council  man- 
agers was  ready  a  few  months  ago 
to  send  a  teacher  into  one  of  these 
state  territories  and  begin  to  gather 
in  the  harvest,  but  just  then  he  was 
told  that  this  year's  budget  was  cut 
ten  per  cent;  so  he  could  not  do  it. 
Now  who  is  to  blame  if  that  harvest 
is  lost?  It  is  distressing  for  those 
who  work  there  to  see  such  a  harvest 
go  to  waste  and  be  unable  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  harvest  is  so  great 
that  we  must  not  expect  the  church 
in  India  to  care  for  it  without  our 
help.  It  will  require  the  united 
effort  of  the  whole  church.  Less  will 
not  do.  And  until  all  of  us  give 
at  least  one  tenth  of  our  income 
for  the  work  of  the  church  we  are 
not  doing  our  best,  and  less  will  not 
meet  the  need.  So  what  will  we  do 
about  the  harvest  which  is  ripe 
now  and  so  plenteous?  How  can  we 
be  unconcerned  in  this  day  of  great 
opportunity?  If  we  fail  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  now  we  shall  be  like 
him  who  sleeps  during  the  harvest. 
Behold,  the  harvest  is  ripe! 


North  China  News 

John   Wm.   Detrick 

Peking,  China 

THE  usual  attendance  at  the 
Taiyuan  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  between  thirty-five  and  forty. 
When  a  business  meeting  was  called 
recently,  eighty  members  attended 
to  elect  a  church  committee  and  a 
representative  to  the  Peking  organ- 
izational meeting. 

The  Ping  Ting  Brethren  and 
members  of  the  Assembly  of  God 
meet  in  homes  for  worship.  There 
are  no  children  or  young  people  in 
this  group. 

The  Show  Yang  church  has  regu- 
lar worship,  prayer  meetings  and 
Bible  study.  Their  worship  quarters 
are  not  suitable  but  they  continue 
their  work.  They  have  a  few  chil- 
dren and  young  people. 

The  Taiyuan  church  wanted  to 
assume  financial  responsibility  for 
repairing  their  church  property 
(damaged  by  bombs)  and  for  regis- 
tering it  with  the  government. 
However,  their  voluntary  purchase 
of  victory  bonds  depleted  their  per- 
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sonal    funds    for    the    time    being. 

Our  Brethren  are  anxious  to  have 
a  Christian  evangelist  preach  at 
Taiyuan.  Brethren  from  other 
churches  can  travel  to  Taiyuan  for 
these  meetings.  They  were  much 
more  desirous  of  these  services 
when  they  heard  reports  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  revival  meet- 
ings. A  pastor  had  come  from 
Tientsin  to  this  Peking  church.  The 
regular  church  services  now  have 
an  attendance  of  about  150.  During 
the  week  of  revival,  between  five 
and  six  hundred  people  attended 
each  evening.  The  windows  were 
open  and  one  could  hear  them  sing- 
ing some  distance  away.  Many 
people  signed  cards  asking  the  pas- 
tor to  make  personal  calls.  Young 
people  were  definitely  faced  with 
a  decision.  Some  are  still  trying 
to  solve  the  conflict  in  their  hearts. 
A  class  has  been  started  for  mem- 
bership instruction  and  new  mem- 
bers will  be  baptized  on  Easter 
Sunday. 

The  American  Board  Mission  is 
planning  to  set  up  a  vocational 
training  school  in  Tientsin.  This 
will  be  patterned  after  Rewi  Ally's 
Bailie  boys'  school.  The  Presby- 
terian boys'  school  in  Peking  may 
be  converted  into  a  vocational 
school  in  the  near  future. 

The  North  China  Christian  Rural 
Service  Union  was  asked  by  the 
government  to  train  more  than  a 
hundred  officials  in  various  phases 
of  agriculture.  This  was  done  in  a 
short-term  course.  Reports  are  that 
the  union  was  highly  commended 
and  a  more  sympathetic  under- 
standing has  resulted.  The  union 
now  has  a  two-week  meeting  for 
Christian  farmers  from  three 
provinces. 

Miss  Helen  Dizney,  public  health 
director  of  the  American  Board 
Mission,  has  been  most  active  in 
developing  her  public  health  work 
in  Peking,  Tientsin  and  Tungchow. 
One  of  her  great  contributions  has 
been  the  making  of  simple  charts 
and  illustrations  which  can  be  of 
help  to  the  uneducated  farmers  and 
villagers.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
is  quite  interested  in  this  work  and 
is  negotiating  for  a  supply  to  be 
used  over  wider  areas. 

The  depleted  missionary  staff  in 
all  missions  has  encouraged  a  great- 
er unity  and  more  co-operation  be- 
tween missions.  Each  mission 
continues  to  promote  its  own  work 
but  there  is  much  greater  depend- 
ence for  help  upon  other  mission 
folk  with  special  training.  This  is 
a  healthy  sign.  We  work  together 
more  as  Christians  than  as  members 


of  a  particular  denominational 
mission. 

One  of  the  most  unfortunate  ex- 
periences missionaries  have  faced 
during  the  past  year  has  been  the 
lack  of  confidence  shown  by  mem- 
bers of  the  home  church.  Letters  are 
often  received  with  these  words, 
"We  know  you  cannot  tell  us  what 
conditions  are  really  like  but  we 
can  read  between  the  lines."  We 
naturally  do  not  write  about  things 
which  appeal  only  to  sadists.  We 
write  for  Christians  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  promotion  of  the  good 
news  of  what  Jesus  Christ  is  doing. 
No  one  believes  Utopia  has  come 
to  China.  Both  Christians  and  Com- 
munists know  that.  Utopia  still  lies 
in  the  future.  Our  mail  has  never 
been  censored.  We  are  free  to  write 
as  we  will.  We  may  be  prejudiced 
in  our  thinking  or  mistaken  in  our 
evaluations  of  the  situation  but  we 
are  still  free  to  express  our  opinions. 

It  is  reported  that  large  numbers 
of  Bibles  are  still  being  sent  to 
Suiyuan  Province,  where  the  people 
eagerly  receive  them. 


Conference  in  Session 

Continued  from  page  15 

stood  around  the  walls.  The 
questions  asked  the  panel  mem- 
bers composed  of  Harl  Russell, 
Robert  Mohler,  and  Edwin 
Grossnickle  under  the  direction 
of  E.  M.  Hersch  were  mainly 
those  seeking  for  more  informa- 
tion. The  men's  work  meeting 
had  been  combined  with  this 
meeting  and  presently  Paul  Rob- 
inson of  Maryland  addressed  the 
group. 

Church  Building 

In  one  of  the  hotel  rooms 
more  people  than  could  be  ac- 
commodated were  discussing 
the  kind  of  church  architecture 
which  would  be  appropriate  for 
the  Brethren.  The  discussion 
about  the  use  of  the  basement 
for  communions,  the  pulpit  in 
the  center  or  the  use  of  the 
divided  chancel  and  so  on  was 
informal  and  interesting.  Bro. 
F.  U.  Groff  of  Elgin  led  the 
thinking.  The  afternoon  em- 
phasis was  on  the  utility  aspects 
of  the  church  building  as  well 
as  on  general  architectural 
beauty. 


General 
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Warns   America   Must   Return   to 
Spirituality 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Lee  of  Memphis, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  warned  that  the  "pall- 
bearers which  carried  off  previous 
great  nations  will  do  the  same  to 
America  unless  this  nation  returns 
to  spirituality." 

"Our  greatest  peril  is  the  lack  of 
spirituality,"  he  said. 

Addressing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday-school  conference,  Dr.  Lee 
said  "materialism  knocks  at  every 
door  and  travels  every  highway. 
America  must  see  that  in  her  great 
spiritual  body  blood  flows  from  a 
spiritual  heart.  To  do  this  we  must 
have  more  spiritual  homes  and  better 
church  attendance." 

The  conference  was  described  by 
Dr.  T.  L.  Holcomb,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
as  the  first  step  in  a  1950  "twin- 
themed"  evangelical  drive. 

These  themes  are:  (1)  Take  Your 
Family  to  Sunday  School;  and  (2) 
Every  Sunday  School  Providing  for 
Every  Member  of  Every  Family. 

"Too  many  people  have  translated 
freedom  of  worship  into  freedom 
from  worship,"  Dr.  Lee  observed. 
He  called  upon  Baptist  leaders  to 
put  into  practice  the  "truths  we  al- 
ready know  and  revolutionize  the 
world   with   prayer   and  goodness." 

Seminarians   Hear   Call   for  Min- 
istry of  Reconciliation 

A  ministry  of  reconciliation  in  a 
"tragically  divided  world"  was  called 
for  as  750  seminary  students  from 
all  parts  of  the  nation  attended  the 
opening  session  of  the  second  tri- 
ennial interseminary  conference  at 
Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Dr.  Clarence  Tucker  Craig,  dean 
of  Drew  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J., 
who  issued  the  call,  warned  the 
group  to  beware  of  false  alternatives 
to  Christian  reconciliation  which  he 
listed  as  isolation  and  appeasement. 

He  made  it  clear  that  there  can 
be  no  compromise  with  certain  evils 
such  as  atheism  and  communism. 
Christians  have  no  right  to  desire 
reconciliation  with  atheism  or  com- 
munism, he  said,  adding  that  an  un- 
relenting campaign  must  be  waged 
against  them. 

"Men  of  goodwill  can  never  accept 
reconciliation  with  evil,"  he  declared. 

Dr.  Craig  termed  the  use  of  force 
an  inadequate  solution  to  the  prob- 
lem of  overcoming  evil. 


"We  need  a  crusading  spirit,"  he 
said,  "but  it  is  false  to  divert  its 
expression  to  groups  who  simply 
resist  our  own  beliefs.  And  it  is 
shortsighted,  indeed,  to  believe  that 
a  military  victory,  bringing  untold 
misery  to  millions,  would  defeat  the 
spirit  of  Belial.  We  need  victory, 
not  over  national  enemies,  but  over 
the  spirit  of  evil  wherever  it  is 
found." 

He  listed  five  steps  in  a  Christian 
reconciliation  program: 

(1)  Recognition  of  what  it  is  to 
be  entirely  wrong. 

(2)  Punishment  as  a  deterrent  to 
future  wrongdoing,  not  administered 
by  the  wronged  party  but  by  com- 
munity vote. 

(3)  Repentance,  not  simply  of  one 
culprit,  but  of  the  entire  community. 

(4)  Hope  of  restoration  for  those 
who  repent. 

(5)  Love  and  personal  interest  in 
other  people. 

Conference  Asks  Churches  to 
Repudiate  War 

A  plea  to  Christian  churches  "no 
longer  to  rely  upon  or  support  war 
or  the  preparation  therefor  as  an 
instrument  of  national  policy"  was 
voiced  in  Detroit  in  a  statement 
adopted  by  the  Conference  on  the 
Church  and  War.  The  conference 
was  held  under  the  auspices  of  fif- 
teen    religious     pacifist     groups     in 

Readers  Write  .  .  . 
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eleven     Protestant      denominations. 

At  the  same  time,  the  conference 
called  upon  the  churches  "to  repent 
their  past  involvements  in  the  sins 
of  national  warfare  and  to  dedicate 
their  energies  to  the  way  of  love 
and  peace,  locally,  nationally  and 
internationally." 

"Whatever  risk  to  our  generation 
is  involved  in  following  such  an 
alternative  course,"  the  statement 
said,  "does  not  equal  the  risk  of 
total  destruction  and  the  moral  re- 
versal of  civilization  entailed  in 
war." 

The  statement  further  urged  the 
churches  "to  look  more  deeply  into 
the  causes  of  international  war  and 
ask  themselves  why  their  witness 
is  not  more  effective  an  those  areas 
of  social,  economic  and  political  ten- 
sions in  American  and  world  life 
which  are  today  contributing  to 
'cold  war'  and  armed  conflict."  It 
warned  the  churches  against  speak- 
ing "too  little  and  too  late"  on 
matters  "where  predatory  interests 
compete  for  prestige  and  power." 

In  calling  for  a  renunciation  of 
war,  the  pacifists  asked  the  churches 
to  support  demands  for  a  United 
Nations  world  conference  "to  con- 
sider not  only  the  outlawing  of  the 
atom  and  hydrogen  bombs  and  of 
weapons  of  destruction,  but  to  press 
for  universal  disarmament." 

The  conference  also  went  on  rec- 


I  would  like  to  see  the  cooking  squad  put 
out  of  the  church  and  the  praying  band 
put  in.  Let  us  have  less  gravy  and  more 
grace,  less  pie  and  more  piety,  less  soup 
and  more  salvation,  less  ham  and  sham  and 
more  love  and  life.  Let  us  have  less  leaven 
arid  more  of  heaven,  less  use  for  the  cook 
and  more  use  for  the  old  Book.  Let  us  put 
out  the  fire  in  the  kitchen  and  build  it  on 
the  altar.  Beans  and  brown  bread  are  not 
necessary  for  those  who  are  alive  from  the 
dead. 

Are  you  blind  leaders  of  the  blind  or  are 
you  preaching  the  word?  Paul  says, 
"Preach  the  word  in  season  and  out  of 
season,"  or  do  you  think  more  of  your  rev- 
erence and  Doctor's  D.D.'s  than  you  think 
of  men's  souls?  Truth  shall  set  you  free. 
Preach  nothing  but  the  truth.— Perry 
Sanger,  Jr.,  Myerstown,   Pa. 

*  *       *       * 

I  do  think  your  paper  is  like  a  Christian 
that  grows  more  Christlike  in  its  dealings 
with  the  human  race  and  its  many  prob- 
lems through  experience.  Keep  up  your 
good  piece  of  work  by  continually  promot- 
ing peace  and  goodwill  among  men  in  the 
light  of  God's  Holy  Word. — Charles  Ilyes, 
York,  Pa. 

*  *       *       * 

We  want  you  to  know  how  very  much 
the  Messenger  is  enjoyed  by  some  of  its 
readers.  We  are  five  Brethren  student 
nurses,  Florence  Miller,  Palmyra,  Pa.; 
Agnes  Kimble,  Stuarts  Draft,  Va.;  Wilda 
Whitacre,  Petersburg,  W.  Va.;  Evelyn  Ul- 
rey,  Stanley,  Wis.,  and  the  writer  from 
Myersville,  Md.,  taking  our  training  here 
at  the  Swedish  Covenant  hospital,  Chicago. 


This  is  a  high  standard,  Christian  school 
operated  by  the  Swedish  Covenant  Mission 
Church  and  provides  an  ideal  enviroment 
but  we  still  enjoy  contacts  with  our  own 
people. 

The  Messenger  brings  us  inspiration  in 
editorials,  religious  articles  and  personal 
mention.  This  influence  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated as  we  prepare  ourselves  for  Chris- 
tian service. — Sara  Grosssnickle,  Chicago, 
111. 

•  •      •      • 

The  covers  of  the  Messenger  are  espe- 
cially inspiring  to  me — several  have  been 
clipped  for  permanent  keeping.  And  the 
editorials  are  good — they  must  be  read,  if 
all  else  is  skipped.    Thank  you! 

I  did  like  the  river  that  "carves  rocks 
in  the  heat  of  the  day  and  carries  canoes 
in  the  moonlight." — Mrs.  Herbert  Strietzel, 
La  Verne,  Calif. 

•  •       •       • 

I  think  the  Messengers  are  better  all  the 
time  and  I  enjoy  reading  them.  They 
contain  very  interesting  and  worth-while 
articles.  My  father  always  enjoyed  read- 
ing them.  We  appreciate  having  them 
in  our  homes. — Annis  Heiny,  Noblesville, 
Ind. 

•  •       •       • 

We  enjoy  reading  the  Gospel  Messenger 
very  much.  My  husband  and  I  both  teach 
classes  at  the  Brethren  church  in  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  and  this  magazine  helps  very  much, 
especially  the  Sunday-school  lesson  helps. 
— Mrs.  Louie  G.  Jantzen,  Wymore,  Nebr. 
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ord  in  favor  of  making  the  United 
Nations  a  world  government  "with 
sovereignty  in,  but  limited  to,  the 
areas  of  man's  common  interest." 
"We  strongly  urge  the  obligation 
and  necessity  of  building  a  middle- 
way,  balanced  economy  of  private, 
public,  and  co-operative  ownership 
which  will  embody  both  personal 
freedom  and  social  justice,  and 
which  will  incorporate  the  peaceful 
co-operative  motive  and  method  and 
eliminate  the  warring  competitive 
motive  and  method  which  causes  in- 
ternal industrial  conflicts  and  leads 
to  international  political  conflict." 

Society  Reports  Increasing  Bible 
Distribution 

The  American  Bible  Society  dis- 
tributed 8,822,880  volumes  of  the 
Scriptures  at  home  and  abroad  dur- 
ing 1949,  the  board  of  managers  re- 
ported at  its  134th  annual  meeting 
here. 

This  total  included  574,931  Bibles, 
923,034  Testaments  and  7,324,915 
Gospels  and  other  portions  of  the 
Bible. 

"The  major  work  of  the  Bible 
Society,"  the  report  stated,  "is  done 
wherever  the  man  without  the 
Scriptures  is  met  by  the  man  with 
the  Scriptures.  That  contact,  and 
making  it  widespread,  is  all  the 
Society  exists  for — that  these  two 
men  may  meet;  that  God  may  speak 
to  still  another  man  in  these  eternal 
accents  that  bring  restoration  to  his 
soul." 

In  the  United  States,  the  distribu- 
tion was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
society's  history,  consisting  of  308,- 
383  whole  Bibles,  436,225  New  Testa- 
ments and  3,983,018  portions  for  a 
total  of  4,727,626  volumes. 

Outside  the  United  States,  the  de- 
mand for  the  Scriptures  "was  never 
so  great"  as  during  1949,  according 
to  the  report,  and  produced  a  circu- 
lation of  266,548  Bibles,  486,809 
Testaments  and  3,341,897  portions 
for  a  total  of  4,095,254  volumes. 

German  Churches  Take  Action  for 
Peace 

The  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Germany  has  appealed  to 
governments  all  over  the  world  "to 
join  together  in  a  new  fellowship  in 
which  peace  shall  be  sought  and 
guarded  with  every  means  conceiv- 
able to  man"  and  to  give  up  "the 
delusion  that  a  war  could  bring  a 
solution  and  a  turning-point  to  our 
troubles." 
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"We  entreat  all  those  who  bear 
responsibility  to  work  with  every 
means  at  their  command  for  social 
justice,  to  help  the  oppressed  and  the 
underprivileged,  the  homeless,  the 
bombed-out  and  the  war  victims  to 
obtain  their  rights,  and  to  grant 
them  space  in  which  to  live. 

"We  abjure  the  governments  and 
representative  bodies  of  our  people 
not  to  allow  any  means  in  the  world 
to  drive  them  into  the  delusion  that 
a  war  could  bring  a  solution  and  a 
turning-point  to  our  troubles. 

"In  gratitude  and  hope  we  welcome 
the  fact  that  certain  governments 
are  obliged  by  their  constitutions  to 
protect  the  man  who  refuses  to 
serve  in  war  for  the  sake  of  his 
conscience.  We  ask  all  the  govern- 
ments of  the  world  to  guarantee 
such  protection.  Whoever  refuses 
war  service  on  grounds  of  conscience 
may  be  sure  of  the  advocacy  and  in- 
tercession of  the  church. 

"We  appeal  to  the  powers  by 
whom  our  country  is  occupied,  and 
all  those  in  authority  whom  it  may 
concern:  Set  them  free  now  at  last, 
the  prisoners,  the  displaced  and  the 
internees  who  fell  into  your  hands 
through  the  war.  Show  mercy  to 
all  whom  you  have  in  your  power. 
Put  an  end  to  it  now  at  last,  this 
war  that  has  broken  the  nations, 
by  just  treaties  of  peace.  Give  it 
up  now  at  last,  that  zoning-off  of 
East  and  West  which  is  rending  our 
people  apart  and  imperiling  the 
peace  of  the  world.  Let  the  German 
people  have  the  chance  to  make 
themselves  a  new  system  in  freedom, 
and  to  attain  once  more  to  unity 
between  East  and  West.  See  that 
state  frontiers  are  no  longer  walls 
between  national  and  ideological 
spheres  of  power. 

"We  address  this  message  to  gov- 
ernments all  over  the  world,  ask- 
ing them  to  join  together  in  a  new 
fellowship  in  which  peace  shall  be 
sought  and  guarded  with  every 
means  conceivable  to  man.  The 
price  which  each  nation  may  have 
to  pay  in  such  a  fellowship  may  be 
high,  but  it  cannot  be  too  high  if  the 
peace  of  the  world  is  won  and  main- 
tained thereby." 

Religion   Called  Means   to 
Overcome   Drinking 

To  overcome  the  habit  of  drinking, 
one  must  find  a  power  higher  than 
oneself  and  this  is  usually  found  in 
religion. 

That  was  the  substance  of  a  speech 
made  by  an  unidentified  member 
of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  before  275 
delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of 


the  Illinois  Hospital  Association. 
The  speaker  said  that  about  fifty 
per  cent  of  all  who  join  A  A  recover 
completely  from  the  drink  habit.  He 
also  said  women  number  about  fif- 
teen per  cent  of  the  group's  member- 
ship. At  the  present  time,  over  100,- 
000  men  belong. 

Protestants  Urged  to  Shun 
"Holy  War" 

Protestants  were  called  upon  to  re- 
sist communism  by  all  positive 
means,  but  to  avoid  alliance  with  a 
"holy  war"  or  dependency  on  mili- 
tary force  to  overcome  Soviet  ideol- 
ogy. 

This  attitude  toward  communism 
was  urged  before  the  sixth  interna- 
tional Congregational  Council  by 
Prof.  John  C.  Bennett  of  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  in  New  York,  in 
speaking  on  The  Church  and  the  Dis- 
order of  Society. 

Dr.  Bennett  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal framers  of  the  section  report 
on  this  subject  approved  by  the  Am- 
sterdam Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  last  summer. 

Dr.  Bennett  asserted  that  "we 
should  resist  communism  politically 
wherever  there  is  a  constructive  al- 
ternative," and  "we  should  resist  its 
religious  error  and  its  totalitarianism 
by  spiritual  means  everywhere." 

He  stressed,  however,  that  "we 
should  not  allow  ourselves  to  be- 
come instruments  of  those  who 
would  wage  a  'holy  war'  against 
communism." 

Missions  Among  American 
Indians  Should  Do  Better 

Rev.  Mark  A.  Dawber,  co-execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Home  Missions 
Council  of  North  America,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  National  Fellowship  of 
Indian  Workers  at  its  fifth  triennial 
conference,  charged  that  the  Protes- 
tant American  Indian  mission  pro- 
gram failed  to  measure  up  to  demo- 
cratic ideals  and  advised  that  the 
church  clean  house  before  pushing 
the  government  for  Indian  reforms. 

He  further  urged  the  development 
of  a  vigorous  training  program  for 
Indian  leaders  and  the  organization 
of  a  thoroughly  democratic  native 
church  designed  for  free  participa- 
tion and  self-expression. 

He  called  for  an  end  to  discrimina- 
tion against  Indians  by  both  church 
and  government.  "There  are  proba- 
bly as  many  Indians  today  as  ever 
before  and  their  population  of  nearly 
400,000  is  still  on  the  increase.  Many 
tribes  are  ill-fed,  ill-housed  and  ill- 
clad." 

Americans    have    a    tendency    to 


"shed  crocodile  tears"  over  the  un- 
fortunate people  of  other  lands  but 
forget  the  unfortunate  people  on  our 
own  doorstep.  Dr.  Dawber  stated,  "It 
is  so  much  easier  to  repent  of  other 
nations'  sins  than  of  our  own." 

Dr.  Dawber  is  a  member  of  the 
Interior  Department's  advisory  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs  and  he  re- 
ported that  this  committee  recently 
asked  Secretary  Krug  to  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  settle  disputed  land, 
fishing  and  timber  claims.  Another 
recommendation  by  the  committee 
was  the  extension  of  social  security 
measures  to  Indians. 

The  conference  at  which  Dr.  Daw- 
ber spoke  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives from  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Mexico  and  Panama.  They 
discussed  Indian  resettlement  and 
relocation  problems,  Indian  govern- 
ment relations,  off-reservation  em- 
ployment and  Indians  in  urban  areas. 

Old   Manuscripts   of   the   Bible 
Discovered 

Old  Testament  manuscripts  more 
than  2,000  years  old,  were  accident- 
ally discovered  recently  in  a  Pales- 
tine cave  near  the  Dead  Sea  by 
wandering  Arab  Bedouins.  They 
will  be  published  in  photographic 
form  with  suitable  transcription 
this  fall  it  is  announced  by  the 
American  Schools  of  Oriental  Re- 
search at  Yale  University. 

The  oldest  known  copy  of  the 
Book  of  Isaiah,  the  most  ancient 
complete  Biblical  document  ever 
found,  will  be  included  in  a  vol- 
ume now  in  preparation  as  well  as 
the  commentary  on  the  Book  of 
Habakkuk. 

Other  volumes  will  follow  soon 
thereafter,  based  on  original  ani- 
mal-skin manuscripts  now  in  the 
United  States  but  not  owned  or 
held  by  the  American  Schools  of 
Oriental  Research.  Scholars  of  the 
American  Schools  have  made  pho- 
tographic copies  of  these  documents, 
which  go  back  to  the  first  and  sec- 
ond centuries,   B.C. 

"Scholars  throughout  the  world 
regard  the  discovery  of  these  He- 
brew manuscripts,  and  the  many 
fragments  which  have  been  found 
also,  as  key  links  in  completing  our 
knowledge  about  an  important  peri- 
od of  Judaism,"  says  Prof.  Carl  H. 
Kraeling,  preisdent  of  the  American 
Schools  of  Oriental  Research.  He 
reported  today  that  the  manuscripts 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Syrian  Orthodox  clergyman  will  be 
placed  on  exhibition  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  volume  to  be  published  this 
year  will  be  under  the  authorship 


of  Prof.  Millar  Burrows,  Winkley 
professor  of  Biblical  theology  at 
Yale  and  former  president  of  the 
American  Schools  of  Oriental  Re- 
search, who  was  in  Jerusalem  at  the 
time  the  scrolls  were  found.  Permis- 
sion to  publish  this  material  was 
received  by  the  American  Schools 
from  the  Syrian  Metropolitan. 

The  cave  in  which  the  manuscript 
was  found  is  located  at  Ain  Fashkha, 
above  the  northwestern  shore  of  the 
Dead  Sea  in  Palestine.  As  of  now, 
there  are  three  major  collections  of 
Biblical  and  Hebrew  material  in  ex- 
istence. 

1.  Four  scrolls  were  brought  to 
the  United  States  in  February  by 
the  Syrian  Archbishop,  Athanasius 
Y.  Samuel,  along  with  a  group  of 
manuscript  fragments.  The  scrolls 
include  the  Isaiah  manuscript, 
which  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  existing  manuscript  of  a 
complete  book  of  the  Bible  in  any 
language;  the  Commentary  on  Ha- 
bakkuk.- a  manual  of  discipline  of  a 
minor  Jewish  sect  which  existed  at 
sometime  in  the  first  or  second  cen- 
tury B.C.;  and  a  fourth  scroll,  which 
is  something  of  a  mystery,  since  it 
is  still  to  be  opened  and  read.  This 
fourth  manuscript,  over  the  years, 
has  become  sealed  at  both  ends  by 
alternate  softening  and  hardening  of 
the  skins  on  which  the  Hebrew  let- 
ters are  inscribed.  Skilled  technical 
assistance  for  opening  the  scroll  has 
been  obtained  in  the  United  States. 
In  addition  to  these  four  manu- 
scripts, the  Syrian  church  leader  has 
in  his  possession  the  fragments  of 
two  different  copies  of  the  Book  of 
Daniel. 

2.  Scolls  obtained  by  Prof.  Eliezer 
Sukenik,  professor  of  Palestinian 
archaeology  at  the  Hebrew  Univer- 
sity and  a  director  of  the  Museum  of 
Jewish  Antiquities,  have  proved  to 
be  of  first  importance.  They  came 
from  the  same  cave  and  include,  ac- 
cording to  information  which  has 
reached  this  country,  the  following: 
The  Scroll  of  Thanksgiving  Songs, 
three  manuscript  documents  of 
hymns  of  thanksgiving  which  were 
wholly  unknown  heretofore;  a  scroll 
of  The  War  Between  the  Children 
of  Light  and  the  Children  of  Dark- 
ness, in  which  there  is  an  account  of 
the  battle  formation  by  the  Jews  in 
a  period  probably  before  the  Mac- 
cabean  priest-kings  arose  to  govern 
the  ancient  Hebrews  —  it  tells  of 
stone-slingers,  cavalrymen  and 
methods  of  celebrating  victory;  a 
part  of  the  Book  of  Isaiah,  which 
shows  that  the  manuscript  was  iden- 
tical in  text  and  spelling  with  the 
Hebrew  version  of  the  Bible. 


3.  Fragments  of  manuscripts 
which  are  now  in  London  in  the 
British  Museum,  where  they  were 
brought  by  Dr.  G.  Lankester  Hard- 
ing, chief  currator  of  antiquities  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Jordan,  represent 
the  latest  finds  in  this  cave  near  the 
Dead  Sea.  Many  fragments  were 
scraped  from  the  hillside  cave  and 
are  in  ancient  Hebrew — some  of  the 
original  scrolls  must  have  been  as 
old  as  the  third  and  fourth  century 
B.C.  The  manuscript  fragments 
found  were  from  the  Book  of  Le- 
viticus, the  oldest  document  so  far 
discovered  from  the  cave;  and  from 
Genesis,  Deuteronomy,  Judges  and 
Jubilees,  an  apocryphal  book. 

"These  manuscripts  tell  us  a  good 
deal  about  the  reliability  of  the  tra- 
ditional Hebrew  text  of  the  Bible," 
said  Prof.  Kraeling,  in  commenting 
on  the  discovery.  "They  show  us 
that  ancient  variations  do  not  sig- 
nificantly change  the  reading  of  the 
text.  The  material  which  has  been 
found  to  be  supplementary  to  the 
Biblical  text — hymns,  rules  of  dis- 
cipline of  a  sect,  and  materials  here 
and  abroad — tells  us  a  great  deal  we 
have  not  known  heretofore  about 
this  period  of  Jewish  history." 

He  also  reported  that  this  is  the 
first  major  archaeological  discovery 
of  manuscripts  in  the  Palestine  area. 
The  climatic  conditions,  with  a 
heavy  annual  rainfall,  prevented  in- 
definite storage  of  manuscripts. 
Neighboring  Egypt,  with  light  rain- 
fall, became  the  natural  repository 
for  documents  and  many  thousands 
have  been  found  there. 

United  Nations  Mothers  Named 

Thirty  mothers,  from  as  many 
countries,  were  designated  as  United 
Nations  Mothers  of  1950  by  the 
American  Mothers  Committee.  It 
was  the  first  time  such  awards  have 
gone  to  other  than  American  moth- 
ers. 

At  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Henry 
Roe  Cloud  of  West  Linn,  Oregon, 
who  was  born  on  an  Indian  reserva- 
tion and  is  the  widow  of  a  Presby- 
terian minister,  was  honored  by  the 
committee  as  the  American  mother 
of  the  year. 

The  thirty  international  mothers, 
selected  in  U.N.  member  countries, 
range  from  queens  and  countesses, 
to  women  senators  and  ordinary 
housewives.  Three  royal  ladies 
were  included  in  the  list:  Queen 
Juliana  of  The  Netherlands,  Queen 
Frederika  of  Greece  and  the  Grand 
Duchess  Charlotte  of  Luxembourg. 
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At  a  breakfast  in  honor  of  the 
mothers,  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling, 
editor  of  the  Christian  Herald,  urged 
mothers  of  every  nation  and  re- 
ligious faith  to  pray  for  lasting 
peace.  He  said  the  American  Moth- 
ers Committee  was  asking  mothers 
throughout  the  world  to  pray  si- 
lently for  one  minute  at  noon  each 
day. 

Laymen  Preach  to  Ministers 

Laymen  preached  to  ministers — 
107  of  them,  including  three  women 
— at  the  twelfth  annual  Bring-a- 
Preacher  meeting  of  the  East  Side 
Commercial  Club  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon. 

A  banker  was  master  of  cere- 
monies, a  newspaper  editor  gave  the 
invocation  and  two  attorneys  and 
a  newspaper  publisher  presented 
Protestant,     Roman     Catholic,     and 


TAKE  HEART 


Pictures   and  Comments 
by  Ernest  G.  Hoff 

Out  of  the  thousands  of  fine  pic- 
tures the  author-photographer 
has  taken,  he  has  selected  over 
ninety  as  the  basis  for  brief 
editorial  interpretation.  He  has 
combined  two  complementary 
skills  to  produce  a  unique  and 
beautiful  book.  The  central 
theme  strikes  an  encouraging 
note.  In  the  common  as  well  as 
the  unusual  scenes  of  life  the 
author  finds  many  reasons  why 
one  should  take  heart.  Ninety- 
five  pictures  and  ninety-six 
large-sized  pages.  A  book  to 
cherish  and  to  share.  Price,  $2.00. 

Brethren   Publishing   House 
Elgin,  Illinois 


Jewish  viewpoints  on  what  religion 
means  to  them. 

Said  John  D.  Logan,  district  at- 
torney and  a  Catholic:  "As  soon 
as  we  learn  to  forget  our  fear  of 
one  another,  we  can  work  together 
against  a  common  enemy.  There 
should  be  no  fear  of  another  man's 
religion,  because  what  we  do  not 
fear  we  have  no  reason  to  condemn." 
Mr.  Logan  said  he  was  "very  glad 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  ex- 
pressing interest  in  panels  such  as 
this  one." 

Eugene  K.  Oppenheimer,  attorney 
of  the  Jewish  faith,  said  "religion  is 
higher  than  reason,"  and  he  con- 
demned those  who  use  religion  "for 
personal  gain  or  to  placate  their 
conscience." 

Charles  A.  Sprague,  an  ex-gover- 
nor of  Oregon,  now  publisher  of  the 
Oregon  Statesman  at  Salem  and  a 
Presbyterian,  said  religion  means  to 
him  a  satisfying  philosophy,  a  dis- 
cipline  and   inspiration. 

He  believes  man  is  "lost  without 
a  philosophy  of  life  .  .  .  belief  in 
God  is  fundamental"  and  we  need 
"great  principles  of  ethics"  to  guide 
us.  He  said  emotion  in  religion  is 
as  "essential  as  any  of  the  other  of 
our  faculties." 

"Many  preachers,"  he  said,  "rely 
too  much  on  the  brain  side.  They 
need  to  add  a  little  of  the  heart  side. 
Others  rely  too  much  on  the  arouse- 
ments.  They  need  to  work  a  little 
on  the  brain  side." 


Weddings  .  .  . 
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Cloyd-Bevins. — Eugene  Cloyd  and  Doro- 
thy Bevins,  both  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in 
the  Beech  Grove  church,  June  4,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Dolar  Ritchey,  Hollans- 
burg,  Ohio. 

Cummings-Bridges. — Marshall  G.  Cum- 
mings  and  Myrtle  F.  Bridges,  both  of 
Bartlesville,  Okla.,  June  6,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — Elmer  F. 
Johnson,  Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Gosnell-Dove. — John  W.  Gosnell  and 
Barbara  Lee  Dove,  June  2,  1950,  in  the 
Cloverdale  church,  Va.,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Roy  D.  Boaz,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Gross-Detwiler. — William  Gross,  Jr.,  and 
Sarah  Jane  Detwiler,  both  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
May  26,  1950,  in  the  Elkhart  Valley  par- 
sonage, by  the  undersigned. — Charles 
Stouder,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Hysell-Keyser. — Richard  G.  Hysell  and 
Laura  E.  Keyser,  June  4,  1950,  in  the 
Hartville  church,  Ohio,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Glen  M.  Baird,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Kamp-Resh. — Walter  L.  Kamp  and  Mary 
E.  Resh,  both  of  Grantsville,  Md.,  June 
3,  1950,  in  the  Reformed  church,  Grants- 
ville, Md.,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  C. 
Beahm,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Maieleska-Knepper. — Theodore  Mateles- 
ka  of  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  and  Audrey  E. 
Knepper  of  Mineral  Point,  Pa.,  Sept.  3, 
1949,  by  the  undersigned  at  his  home. — J. 
Floyd   Wine,  Winchester,   Va. 

McClellan-Fisher.— William  R.  McClellan 
of  Boswell,  Pa.,  and  Delores  J.  Fisher  of 
Friedens,  Pa.,  May  20,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — J.  Floyd  Wine,  Win- 
chester, Va. 


Twin  Sallman  Pictures 

$1.00  per  pair 

Framed  under  glass  in  mahogany- 
finished  metal  frame  with  hanger. 
Boxed.     Picture    size,    3x4    inches. 
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Pence-Brower. — Clifford  L.  Pence  of  La 
Verne,  Calif.,  and  Crystal  L.  Brower  of 
Portland,  Oregon,  June  9,  1950,  in  the 
First  church,  Portland,  by  the  undersigned. 
— David   L.   Holl,    Portland,    Oregon. 

Rugger-Speicher. — Harry  N.  Rugger  and 
Barbara  Ann  Speicher,  June  11,  1950,  in  the 
Fredericksburg  church,  Iowa,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Dean  L.  Farringer,  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa. 

Showalter-Claar. — Luther  Showalter,  Jr., 
of  Duncansville,  Pa.,  and  Alverta  Claar  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  June  4,  1950,  in  the  Leam- 
ersville  church,  by  the  undersigned. — J. 
Stanley  Earhart,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Snyder-Claypool. — John  M.  Snyder  of 
Everett,  Pa.,  and  Marie  G.  Claypool  of 
Kittanning,  Pa.,  May  8,  1950,  in  the  Jubilee 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Floyd 
Wine,   Winchester,  Va. 

Slump-Snyder. — K.  Eugene  Stump  of 
Hegins,  Pa.,  and  Betty  J.  Snyder  of  Bethel, 
Pa.,  in  the  Merkeys  church,  April  8,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — George  G.  Snyder, 
Bethel,  Pa. 

Vance-Anderson. — Lee  Paul  Vance  and 
Marjorie  Ann  Anderson,  both  of  Win- 
chester, Va.,  Feb.  8,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — J.  Floyd  Wine, 
Winchester,  Va. 

Wait-Anglemyer. — Howard  A.  Wait  and 
Blanche  F.  Anglemyer,  both  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  May  6,  1950,  in  the  Elkhart  Valley 
parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — Charles 
Stouder,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Woody-Hellam. — Carl  Davis  Woody,  Jr., 
of  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  Avanelle  R.  Hellam 
of  Glendale,  Ariz.,  in  the  Glendale  church, 
June  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Walter 
S.  Coffman,  Glendale,  Ariz. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Alley,  Laura,  daughter  of  George  B.  and 
Melinda  Duncan  Reed,  was  born  in  Floyd 
County,  Va.,  Jan.  19,  1880,  and  died  May 
30,  1950,  at  the  St.  Frances  hospital.  On 
Dec.  18,  1898,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Charles  Alley,  who  survives.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters.  At  an 
early  age  she  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, two  daughters,  four  grandchildren, 
three  great-grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Camp  Creek  church  of  which 
she  was  a  member.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — Dewey 
B.  Cave,   Girard,  111. 

Berkley,  Carrie  Hoffman,  died  May  17, 
1950,  in  the  Alexandria  hospital,  Va.,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Her  husband, 
John  L.  Berkley,  died  in  1942.   She  is  sur- 


vived  by  two  daughters,  four  sons,  seven 
grandchildren,  four  brothers  and  one  sis- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Hauger  funeral  home  by  Bro.  Galen  R. 
Blough.  Burial  was  in  the  Somerset  Coun- 
ty Memorial  park. — Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp, 
Somerset,  Pa. 

Brown,  Bertha  Maria,  daughter  of  John 
and  Emma  Meyers  Sarver,  died  May  15, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  William 
Brown,  four  daughters,  one  son,  seventeen 
grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren, 
two  brothers  and  six  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Hauger  funeral 
home  by  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough.  Burial  was 
in  the  Somerset  County  Memorial  park. — 
Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Crummeii,  Jemima  Varner,  died  May  20, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  For 
many  years  she  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her  husband, 
Addison  Crummett,  preceded  her  in  death 
about  four  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by 
several  brothers  and  sisters  and  several 
nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Hiner  church  by  a  former 
pastor,  Elder  M.  J.  Craun,  assisted  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  family 
cemetery  near  by. — W.  H.  Zigler,  Church- 
ville,  Va. 

Donovan,  Floyd  A.,  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1916,  and  died  in  the  Maryland  General 
hospital,  May  27,  1950.  On  Sept.  6,  1938,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Reba  Morris, 
who  survives.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  several  years. 
Services  were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned, at  the  William  Cook  funeral 
home.  Interment  was  in  the  Baltimore 
National  cemetery. — Jacob  F.  Replogle, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Hollinger,  Angeline,  died  March  17,  1950, 
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at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church.  Her  husband  died  several  years 
ago.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
three  daughters  and  two  sons.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Greenville 
church,  Ohio,  by  Byron  Miller  and  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  West 
Branch  cemetery. — C.  G.  Hesse,  Greenville, 
Ohio. 

Leaiherman,  George  T.,  son  of  Daniel  A. 
and  Margaret  Harden  Leatherman,  was 
born  July  25,  1856,  and  died  Feb.  5,  1950. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Katharine 
Ludwick,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
four  children.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
one  daughter  and  one  brother.  His  wife 
preceded  him  in  death  in  1928.  He  united 
with  the  Beaver  Run  church  and  had  a 
record  of  attending  every  communion 
service  for  almost  fifty  years.  He  served 
as  a  deacon,  taught  a  Sunday-school  class 
in  the  Methodist  church  at  Moorefield  for 
several  years  and  was  president  of  the 
men's  class  when  he  died.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  home  by  Rev.  J.  B. 
Dryfield  of  the  Methodist  church,  Rev. 
Charles  Kernan  and  Allen  Jones  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Arnold  cemetery  in 
Beaver  Run. — A.  S.  A.  Holsinger,  Burling- 
ton, W.  Va. 

Lung,  Jerry,  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
Lung,  was  born  in  DeKalb  County,  Ind., 
July  31,  1875,  and  died  as  the  result  of  a 
motor  accident  May  1,  1950.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Clara  Sollenberger  on  Aug.  1, 
1895.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons, 
eight  grandchildren,  sixteen  great-grand- 
children and  one  brother.  Interment  was 
in  the  Homestead  cemetery. — J.  Edson  Ul- 
ery,  Onekama,  Mich. 


$>i>ititual  Qnsbi'iatiovial  Ptactical 

A    GUIDE    TO    CONFIDENT    LIVING 

by  Norman  Vincent  Peale $2.75 

A  spiritual  prescription  for  happiness,  this  book  brings 
workable  methods  of  conquering  worry,  doubt,  fear,  frus- 
tration and  similar  mental  and  emotional  obstacles  to 
happiness.  It  offers  literal  proof  that  prayer,  trust  in  God, 
and  faith  in  one's  own  destiny  will  give  true  happiness. 


GUIDEPOSTS 

edited  by  Norman  Vincent  Peale 


$1.95 

Fifty-two  examples,  related  by  laymen  from  all  stations  in 
life  and  from  many  denominations,  of  how  faith  has  trans- 
formed their  lives.  Written  in  a  positive,  affirmative  tone, 
these  messages  are  a  testament  which  will  provide  inspira- 
tion and  new  courage  to  many. 

THE    ART    OF    REAL    HAPPINESS 

by  Norman  Vincent  Peale  and  Smiley  Blanton  $2.75 

Dr.  Peale  (a  pastor)  and  Dr.  Blanton  (a  psychiatrist)  com- 
bine their  respective  insights  and  long  experience  to  give 
a  working  formula  for  uniting  the  eternal  truths  of  the 
Scriptures  with  the  new  discoveries  of  psychiatry.  Un- 
usually helpful  to  the  troubled  mind  and  soul. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


CAP  GOODS  we  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


Morgan,  Carolyn,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burton  Morgan,  was  born  May  30, 
1932,  in  Hegins,  Pa.,  and  died  in  the  Read- 
ing hospital  as  the  result  of  an  automo- 
bile accident,  May  13,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  six  broth- 
ers, one  sister,  her  paternal  grandmother 
and  her  maternal  grandparents.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Valley  View 
Church  of  God  by  Bro.  Jacob  Merkey. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— 
Mrs.  K.  Eugene  Stump,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Parish,  Cora  Ellen,  daughter  of  John 
and  Susan  Gerhart,  was  born  June  6, 
1880,  in  Allison  Prairie,  111.,  and  died  May 
26,  1950,  at  the  Ikemire  clinic  in  Palestine, 
111.  In  1897  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Phillip  H.  Parish,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  fourteen  children.  Her  husband  and 
four  children  preceded  her  in  death.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Allison  Prairie 
church  for  about  fifty-six  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Sipprodt  funeral 
home  in  Lawrenceville  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Mike  Grange  of  Ohio.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Centerville  cemetery. — 
Durward  Hays,  Lawrenceville,  111. 

Ringer,  Grover  A.,  son  of  Elmer  and 
Flora  Ringer,  was  born  Dec.  3,  1892,  in 
Marlborough  Township,  Ohio,  and  died  at 
his  home  May  23,  1950.  On  Dec.  24,  1912, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Effie  Geh- 
man,  and  to  this  marriage  five  children 
were  born.  In  1935  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  where  his  family 
were  members.  Formerly  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Effie  Ringer, 
five  children,  six  grandchildren  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Hartville  church  by  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Warstler  cemetery  near 
Middlebranch,  Ohio. — Glen  M.  Baird, 
Hartville,   Ohio. 

Thomas,  Sarah  Annie,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  Jane  Bryant,  died  May  17, 
1950,  at  her  home  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years.  For  the  past 
seventeen  years  she  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Mason  Cove  church,  where  she 
served  as  a  teacher  of  the  junior  class  and 
as  president  of  the  ladies'  aid.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  B.  A.  Thomas,  two 
sons,  five  daughters,  four  brothers  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Mason  Cove  church  by  Bro.  A.  H. 
Showalter.  Interment  was  in  the  Smith 
cemetery. — Mrs.   Bertha  Hale,   Salem,  Va. 

Wagner,  Annie,  wife  of  Elmer  Wagner 
and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  Light, 
was  born  Sept.  8,  1886,  and  died  May  20, 
1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, five  children,  one  brother  and  three 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Frystown  church  by  Bro.  Jacob  Merkey, 
assisted  by  Conway  Bennett.  Burial  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  K.  Eu- 
gene Stump,  Bethel,  Pa. 


Announcements  .  .  . 


DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Canada,   Western — First   Irricana,    Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana — 

Pleasant  Valley,  July  13-16. 
Texas   and   Louisiana — Falfurrias,   July  20- 

23. 
Virginia,  First— Copper  Hill,  July  26-28. 
Virginia,  Southern — Bethlehem,  July  25-27. 
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If  you  are  a  teen-ager — or  the  parents  of  one — you  will 
welcome  this  book  .  .  . 

GOING   STEADY 

by  Anne  Emery 

Sally  and  Scotty  thought  all  their  problems  would  be  solved 
by  going  steady  and  becoming  engaged.  But  they  gradually 
learned  that  there  are  many  serious  problems  facing  young 
folks  considering  marriage.  These  problems  are  treated  with 
understanding  sympathy,  with  a  proper  amount  of  humor, 
and  with  the  dignity  to  which  teen-agers  are  entitled.  Price, 
$2.50. 
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Champaign. — We  are  making  fine  prog- 
ress in  many  ways  under  the  leadership  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Niels  Esbensen.  The 
Friendship  Circle  has  been  doing  relief 
sewing  and  has  been  sending  much  cloth- 
ing to  New  Windsor.  The  building  fund 
for  our  new  church  has  been  increasing 
through  the  sacrifices  and  hard  work  of 
our  members.  Bro.  Deardorff,  of  Elgin, 
building  counselor,  has  been  with  us  sev- 
eral times  to  offer  both  spiritual  and 
architectural  guidance.  He  delivered  the 
message  at  our  ground-breaking  service. 
Our  pastor  baptized  eight  persons  and  sev- 
eral were  received  by  letter.  On  May  7 
Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  delivered  the  address 
at  the  laying  of  our  cornerstone.  We  de- 
sire the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood. — Mrs. 
Lucille  Bassett,  Champaign,  111. 

La  Place. — We  held  a  Holy  Week  service, 
closing  with  our  communion  on  Friday 
evening.  A  cantata.  The  Resurrection  Song, 
was  presented  on  Sunday  evening  follow- 
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California 

Santa  Ana. — Our  communion  service  was 
held  April  16  with  our  pastor,  Joseph  R. 
Jennings,  presiding,  assisted  by  Elder  J.  E. 
Steinour  of  the  Bella  Vista  church  and  our 
local  ministers,  Elders  J.  M.  Wyne  and 
Melvin  Teter.  Our  church  is  sponsoring  a 
family  of  three  displaced  persons.  On 
April  30  they  were  given  special  recogni- 
tion in  our  evening  services.  Our  men 
recently  entertained  the  men  from  the 
Negro  Baptist  church  at  a  dinner  and  pro- 
gram. During  the  past  several  weeks  we 
have  had  missionary  programs  planned  by 
our  director  of  missions,  Helen  Howard. 
Sister  Mary  Stoner,  pioneer  missionary  to 
India,  was  with  us  for  a  Sunday  morning 
service  and  fellowship  dinner  at  noon.  At 
this  time  Elder  Edward  Frantz  of  La 
Verne  was  our  guest  minister.  In  our 
evening  services  our  speakers  have  in- 
cluded Brother  and  Sister  Lynn  Blicken- 
staff  and  Sister  Sadie  Miller,  representing 
India;  Sister  Blanche  Hilton,  representing 
China,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Clarence 
Heckman  and  Brother  and  Sister  James 
Bowman  on  furlough  from  Africa.  During 
the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne  our 
guest  ministers  were  Earl  Kurtz,  manager 
of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Lee 
Nelson,  Homer  Kimmel  and  Edward  Land- 
er of  Oregon.  This  spring  the  La  Verne 
College  Melodiaires,  a  male  quartet,  pre- 
sented an  hour's  program  at  a  Sunday 
morning  service  and  the  student  ministe- 
rium  presented  a  Sunday  evening  service. 
At  our  annual  birthday  banquet,  at  which 
time  a  special  offering  was  taken  to  re- 
duce our  building  fund  indebtedness,  Bro. 
Ray  Cullen  of  La  Verne  was  our  guest 
speaker.  In  the  Easter  season  special  em- 
phasis was  placed  on  the  receiving  of  new 
members;  eight  were  received  by  baptism 
and  nine  by  transfer  of  letter.  The  church 
is  continuing  relief  projects  and  giving  aid 
to  needy  families.  Our  pastor  will  repre- 
sent us  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Iva  A. 
Carl,   Santa  Ana,   Calif. 

Florida 

Arcadia. — On  April  2  our  church  met  in 
council  with  Elder  A.  D.  Crist  presiding. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  that  evening.  Bro. 
E.  C  Swihart  of  Lakeland  was  the  speak- 
er at  the  morning  service.  Elder  George 
Deaton  of  Claypool,  Ind.,  spent  the  winter 
here.  His  assistance  in  the  pulpit  and  as 
Bible  school  teacher  was  appreciated.  The 
trustees,  assisted  by  Bro.  Sprout  and  Bro. 
Deaton,     did     some     remodeling     on     the 
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church.  The  aid  society  has  been  busy 
quilting.  Bro.  Joe  Burtscher  donated  four 
sets  of  concrete  steps  to  be  used  at  the 
church  and  parsonage.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
B.  F.  Long,  was  elected  trustee  for  Camp 
Ithiel.  A  cradle  roll  has  been  started.  Doc- 
tors Raymond  and  Laura  Cottrell,  mission- 
aries to  India,  and  Brother  and  Sister  D.  O. 
Cottrell  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  were  with 
us  recently  and  Bro.  D.  O.  Cottrell  deliv- 
ered the  evening  message.  On  April  23 
Elder  C.  E.  Bower,  his  wife  and  three 
young  people  of  Winter  Park  were  here  in 
the  interest  of  district  and  Brotherhood 
work.  Our  oldest  member,  Sister  Harker, 
recently  passed  away.  On  May  6  eight  of 
our  number  attended  a  district  Sunday- 
school  meeting  at  the  Sebring  church.  We 
had  planned  to  have  a  vacation  school  in 
June  but  because  of  the  scarcity  of  teach- 
ers we  had  to  cancel  it.  We  have  a  100% 
Messenger  club. — Mrs.  B.  F.  Long,  Arcadia, 
Fla. 

Idaho 
Payette  Valley. — Our  pastor,  Marion 
Smith,  was  ordained  as  a  minister  by 
Brethren  Herschel  Shank  and  Austin  Eiler. 
Four  new  members  were  added  to  the 
church  at  this  time.  The  work  at  this 
place  is  growing  steadily.  Prayer  meet- 
ing is  held  each  Wednesday  evening.  Bro. 
Smith  is  broadcasting  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing at  8:45  over  the  local  radio  station, 
KWEI.  On  March  12  we  celebrated  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our 
church;  Bro.  H.  G.  Shank  of  Caldwell  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  service. 
At  noon  a  basket  dinner  was  served  and 
in  the  afternoon  a  program  was  held.  H. 
A.  Swab  gave  the  early  history  of  the 
church  and  G.  G.  Bollinger  the  later 
history.  Bro.  T.  J.  Beckwith  of  the  Fruit- 
land  congregation  was  the  only  charter 
member  present.  Representatives  from  the 
Weiser,  Nampa  and  Fruitland  churches 
took  part  in  the  program  and  several  mu- 
sical numbers  were  presented.  The  Pay- 
ette church  held  its  communion  services 
on  April  28.  Three  members  were  bap- 
tized at  this  time.  We  have  a  fellowship 
dinner  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month. — 
H.  A.  Swab,  Payette,  Idaho. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — The  film,  I  Am  With  You,  was 
shown  at  the  church  recently.  Several  of 
our  people  attended  the  men's  and  wom- 
en's rallies  at  Decatur.  One  letter  has  been 
received  and  one  granted  since  our  last 
report.  We  had  pre-Easter  services  with 
a  love  feast  on  April  6.  The  film,  The 
Power  of  God,  was  shown  on  April  16.  On 
April  27  the  church  met  in  a  business 
meeting;  at  this  time  an  invitation  was  ex- 
tended to  the  district  for  the  1950  district 
meeting.  Our  delegates  to  this  meeting 
are  Raymond  Bricker  and  Harve  Stauffer. 
— Lizzie  Wherley,  Browning,  111. 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church,  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  college  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  a.cre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  to  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has  had 
much  farm  experience.  Willing  to  work 
as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on  shares, 
or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available  July  1. 
Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleasant  St., 
Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  449.  Wanted:  Elderly  Brethren  lady 
to  serve  as  housekeeper  for  widower  in 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Near  Brethren  church. 
Write:  J.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  Ohio, 
or  phone  Hartville — 771. 

No.  450.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  or  elder- 
ly lady  to  care  for  girls,  4  and  6V2  years,  in 
modern  country  home  close  to  Brethren 
church,  more  for  home  than  wages.  Write: 
Mrs.  Herman  Miller,  R.  1,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

No.  451.  Wanted:  Farm  home  for  sev- 
eral weeks  vacation  for  big,  strong  boy  of 
6V2  years.  Likes  horses  and  dogs.  Daddy 
has  money  for  board.  If  anyone  has  room 
on  farm  for  one  more  boy,  write:  Kent  W. 
Dusing,  5417  W.  Walton  St.,  2nd,  Chicago 
51,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted :  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Building  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


ing  Easter.  The  Homebuilders  sponsored 
an  enjoyable  evening  on  April  12,  with 
Mrs.  Leland  Brubaker  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  R.  Henricks,  will 
represent  us  at  Annual  Conference.  On 
April  23  Bro.  Galen  Lehman  was  with  us 
in  the  interest  of  Manchester  College.  On 
the  evening  of  May  14  we  entertained  the 
men's  rally  of  Southern  Illinois.  On  Moth- 
er's Day  a  dedication  service  for  babies 
was  held. — Mrs.  Estella  E.  Emmert,  La 
Place,  HI. 

Indiana 

Middlebuxy. — As  a  result  of  our  two 
weeks'  revival  service  held  by  Bro.  Marlin 
Cassell  of  Plymouth,  ten  persons  were  bap- 
tized on  Easter  and  two  weeks  later  three 
more  were  baptized.  The  churches  of 
Middlebury  held  a  week  of  pre-Easter 
services.  At  our  last  council  meeting 
Brethren  Ralph  Petry  and  Galen  Bowman 
were  'with  us.  Brother  and  Sister  Israel 
Gorden  were  installed  into  the  ministry. 
At  this  meeting  Bro.  Cloppert  tendered  his 
resignation  to  take  effect  on  the  first  of 
September.  Our  attendance  has  been 
steadily  increasing.  The  intermediates1  and 
juniors  have  been  busy  selling  American 
Bible  Society  stamps.  The  children  who 
are  members  of  the  mission  band  were 
given  twenty-five  cents  to  invest.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Cloppert,  was  chosen  as  our 
delegate  to  Conference.  The  young  people 
of  our  church  have  organized  a  choir  with 


Sister  Mark  Schrock  as  the  director.  Our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held 
May  10.  The  joint  love  feast  will  be  held 
at  Pleasant  Valley  on  May  11.  Since  our 
last  report,  three  letters  were  granted  and 
four  received.  Fourteen  of  our  women  at- 
tended the  women's  rally  of  Northern  In- 
diana on  March  30  at  Goshen.  Prayer 
meeting  is  held  each  week  in  the  homes. 
Mr.  Prentis  Monk  of  Arkansas  was  with 
us  one  Sunday  and  told  us  of  mission 
work  in  the  South.  We  have  been  having 
the  Beacon,  a  weekly  paper.  The  Home- 
builders'  class  has  installed  fluorescent 
lights  in  the  basement  and  are  instru- 
mental in  equipping  the  grounds  with 
recreational  facilities.  At  our  last  council 
we  decided  that  the  Middlebury  and 
Pleasant  Valley  churches  secure  one  pastor 
for  both  places  and  that  the  pastor  live  in 
our  parsonage. — Orpha  Nusbaum,  Middle- 
bury, Ind. 

Maryland 
Thurmont. — We  decided  to  make  some 
improvements  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  An  Easter  program  was  presented 
by  the  senior  and  junior  choirs  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Harold  Martin.  On  the 
evening  of  April  30  Bro.  Ira  Petre,  mis- 
sionary on  furlough,  preached  the  sermon. 
During  the  first  week  in  May  Bro.  S.  Earl 
Mitchell  conducted  evangelistic  services 
for  us.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Chester  H.  Royer, 
instructed    a    class    preparing    for    church 


A  very  significant  new  contribution  to  the  peace  literature  oj 
the  historical  peace  churches  .  .  . 

Service  for  Peace 

by  Melvin  Gingerich 

•  An  open-minded  appraisal  of  the  Mennonite  civilian  pub- 
lic service  program  during  World  War  II  by  the  combined 
Mennonite  groups  under  the  leadership  of  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee. 

•  Discusses  the  Mennonites  in  America;  Mennonite  co- 
operation with  the  other  peace  churches,  particularly  the 
Friends  and  the  Brethren;  Mennonite  CO's;  Mennonite 
CPS  projects;  life  in  Mennonite  camps;  Mennonite  poli- 
cies; other  related  subjects. 

•  The  author  is  a  thorough  student  of  church  history  and 
has  taught  history;  though  standing  solidly  in  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  Mennonites  he  achieves  a  highly  commendable 
degree  of  objectivity  in  his  discussion  of  the  CPS  program 
as  administered  by  the  Mennonites. 

•  Service  for  Peace  is  a  companion  volume  to  Pathways  of 
Peace,  by  Leslie  Eisan  (published  by  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  1948,  $2.50) ,  which  tells  the  story  of  Breth- 
ren CPS.  The  two  authors  conferred  together  frequently 
in  preparing  their  manuscripts. 

The  price  of  Service  for  Peace  is  $3.00 
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membership.  Twelve  persons  were  bap- 
tized on  May  14.  On  the  morning  of  May 
7  the  guest  preacher  was  Rev.  Stalwell  of 
Westminster.  Our  pastor  held  consecration 
services  for  babies  and  their  parents  on 
May  14. — Mrs.  Albert  W.  Ecker,  Thurmont, 
Md. 

Ohio 
Poplar  Ridge. — The  eighty-sixth  district 
conference  of  Northwestern  Ohio  was  held 
in  our  church  with  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman, 
president  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  as 
the  main  speaker.  Our  spring  council 
meeting  was  well  attended.  Bro.  Orville 
Noffsinger  of  the  Defiance  church  was  the 
guest  minister  for  our  love  feast  and  com- 
munion on  Good  Friday  evening.  Both 
the  children's  choir  and  the  youth  choir 
sang  at  the  Easter  services.  Four  persons 
came  forward  to  accept  Christ  during  our 
revival  meetings.  Bro.  Irvin  D.  Leather- 
man  was  the  evangelist.  We  observed 
Manchester  Day  on  May  7,  with  Bro.  Rus- 
sell Bollinger  of  the  college  as  the  guest 
speaker.  Plans  are  under  way  for  our 
Bible  school,  which  will  be  in  session  dur- 
ing the  last  week  of  June  and  the  first 
week  of  July.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  two-day  communion  services  which 
are  scheduled  for  June  24  and  25.  At  this 
time  we  plan  to  dedicate  the  remodeled 
church  and  to  celebrate  our  100th  anniver- 
sary.— Mrs.  Ruth  Hornish,  Defiance,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Cherry  Lane. — Since  our  last  report,  two 
new  members  were  received  by  letter.  The 
varsity  quartet  from  Juniata  College  was 
with  us  recently  and  Philip  Norris  brought 
the  message.  Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  April  4  with  Elder  E.  M.  Detwiler 
presiding.  Our  pastor,  Guy  S.  Fern,  was 
elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Our  children's  department  presented 
special  programs  on  Easter  and  temper- 
ance Sundays.  Mrs.  Eivin  Bjornstad  of 
Oslo,  Norway,  brought  us  a  sacred  con- 
cert on  Easter  evening.  The  men  of  the 
church  deserve  much  credit  for  the  im- 
provements on  the  church.  Our  women's 
work  has  been  active  sewing  cut  garments 
for  relief.  They  also  made  a  comforter  for 
the  Red  Cross.  Our  young  people  par- 
ticipated in  the  circuit  chorus  at  Easter 
time.  Seven  members  of  our  church  at- 
tended the  leadership  training  classes  in 
Everett.  Our  attendance  has  increased 
during  this  past  quarter.— Mrs.  Evelyn 
Fern,  Clearvilie,  Pa. 

Hatfield. — A  week  of  evangelistic  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Robert  Hess  of 
Manheim.  At  our  spring  council  we  de- 
cided to  call  a  young  man  of  the  congre- 
gation to  the  ministry.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Ralph  Jones,  is  to  represent  our  church 
at  Annual  Conference  this  year.  During 
the  past  year  our  women's  work  group  has 
been  meeting  twice  a  month  to  quilt,  knot 
comforters,  make  aprons  and  sew  and 
mend  for  our  local  hospital.  We  also  gath- 
ered 1,355  pounds  of  clothing,  1,050  bars  of 
soap  and  powdered  milk  for  overseas  re- 
lief. We  also  plan  extensive  repairs  at 
the  Lansdale  church.  We  are  again  plan- 
ning for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  to 
be  held  in  June.  On  May  6  we  held  our 
love  feast  with  Bro.  Earl  C.  Brubaker  pre- 
siding. Since  our  last  report  two  persons 
have  been  added  to  the  church,  one  by 
baptism  and  one  by  letter. — Harold  Kulp, 
Lansdale,  Pa. 

Johnstown,  Weslmonl. — The  women  of 
the  church  sponsored  a  father  and  son 
banquet  on  April  25,  with  Bro.  Clayton 
Gehman  of  Windber  as  the  guest  speaker. 
The  young  adults  sponsored  a  program 
on  foreign  relief  with  Wilbur  Mullen  of 
Scalp  Level  as  the  speaker.  He  presented 
in  picture  and  story  the  work  the  church 
is  doing  in  Europe  and  the  urgent  need  for 
continuing  this  work.  We  participated  in 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  Bro.  Dor- 
sey  Rotruck,  pastor  of  Tire  Hill,  held  a 
week's  evangelistic  service  for  us.  One 
person  was  baptized  and  three  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Five  babies  were  dedi- 
cated.   The  service  closed  with  our  spring 
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also  elected.  Our  pastor  preached  a  series 
of  sermons  prior  to  Easter.  The  pageant, 
The  Seven  Sayings  of  Jesus  on  the  Cross, 
was  presented  at  the  Evergreen  church  by 
the  juniors  and  young  people.  The  Moun- 
tain Grove  young  people  presented  The 
Last  Week  of  Jesus'  Life,  accompanied  by 
twenty-one  slides,  during  the  Easter  sea- 
son. Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  service  on  April  2. 
Bro.  G.  A.  Maupin  and  his  wife  have  been 
guests  of  the  Evergreen  church  on  several 
occasions  recently.  Bro.  J.  H.  Morris  is 
leading  us  in  a  Bible  study  of  Hebrews 
twice  a  month  following  Sunday  school. 
Our  Wednesday  evening  Bible  study  and 
prayer  group,  led  by  our  pastor,  is  study- 
ing the  Gospel  of  John.  The  Mountain 
Grove  group,  led  by  Bro.  Morris,  is  study- 
ing the  Book  of  Acts.    The  women's  work 

Name  made  five  comforters  and  collected  twen- 
ty-five pounds  of  soap  and  feed  bags  for 

R     D.    or    St , relief.    Bro.   H.    S.    Knight   delivered   the 

morning  message  at  the  Evergreen  church 

P-  O Zone  State  on  April  30,  which  was  followed  by  a  fel- 
lowship meal  at  noon  and  an  old-fashioned 
Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       hymn  sing  in  the  afternoon.    Our  pastor 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address.  showed    the    plans    for    the    new    church 

building.   We  are  now  planning  for  a  drive 

for   funds.     Our    revival   meeting    will    be 

held  July  23 — Aug.  6,  with  Bro.  F.  E. 
Williar  of  Baltimore  as  the  evangelist. — 
Nelie  Wampler,  Geer,  Va. 
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love  feast.  During  Holy  Week  many  of 
the  ministers  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
exchanged  pulpits.  Brethren  Eugene  Ank- 
eny,  George  Wright  and  Clarence  Rosen- 
berger  were  our  guest  speakers.  On 
Easter  the  young  people  sponsored  a  sun- 
rise service.  The  children  presented  a 
brief  program  at  the  morning  service.  The 
choir  presented  the  cantata,  The  First 
Easter,  at  the  evening  service.  The  men 
of  the  church  have  erected  a  bulletin 
board  on  our  church  lawn.  We  are  hav- 
ing a  two  weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  June  26 — July  7.  The  school  will 
close  with  a  public  program  on  July  7  and 
a  Sunday-school  outing  on  July  8.  The 
church  is  sending  the  pastor  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  He  will  also 
attend  the  two  weeks'  Bethany  extension 
course  at  Elizabethtown  July  31 — Aug.  12. 
— Mrs.  Alice  Markey,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

New  Enterprise. — Bro.  J.  S.  Detwiler  pre- 
sented an  electric  organ  with  chimes  to 
the  church  and  dedication  services  were 
held,  followed  by  an  organ  recital.  Juniata 
day  was  observed  in  our  three  churches  on 
March  12,  with  Bro.  Wayne  Glick  deliv- 
ering the  messages.  The  a  cappella  choir 
of  Juniata  College  was  with  us  on  the 
morning  of  March  26.  The  drama,  Peter 
the  Rock,  was  presented  on  the  evening 
of  April  6.  Our  elder  and  our  pastor,  Bro. 
E.  M.  Detwiler  and  Bro.  Cletus  S.  Myers, 
were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
May  7.  A  community  vacation  Bible  school 
is  being  planned  with  the  sessions  to  be 
held  in  the  evenings. — Sara  G.  Replogle, 
New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Royersford. — On  Palm  Sunday  we  had 
a  baptismal  service  for  four  persons.  At 
our  recent  business  meeting  we  decided  to 
appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  bids  for  the  renovation  of  our 
church.  On  April  30  we  observed  mission- 
ary day  with  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  as  the 
speaker.  Our  offering  amounted  to  $447.01. 
Our  love  feast  was  observed  on  May  7.  A 
program  was  presented  on  Mother's  Day. 
— Ollive  Flemings,  Royersford,  Pa. 

Tennessee 
French  Broad. — The  beginner  and  junior 
classes  presented  a  program  on  Easter 
morning.  Following  the  service,  lunch  was 
served  in  the  basement  of  the  church  in 
honor  of  our  elder,  Bro.  R.  B.  Pritchett, 
who  was  celebrating  his  birthday.  Our 
church  met  in  council  on  the  evening  of 
April  20.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ova  Edwards, 
was  re-elected  for  another  year.  Plans 
were  made  to  rewire  the  church.  Some 
work  has  been  done  on  the  basement  re- 
cently. The  community  union  Bible  school 
will  be  held  in  our  church  May  29 — June 


9.  A  group  from  our  church  visited  the 
Kingswood  school  on  April  30. — Mrs.  Ethel 
M.  Jones,  Dandridge,  Tenn. 

Virginia 

Mill  Creek. — We  met  in  our  regular 
spring  council  on  April  1  with  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Foster  Bittinger,  presiding.  Our  giv- 
ing and  attendance  have  both  increased 
over  the  previous  year.  Our  pastor  is 
having  a  history  of  the  Mill  Creek  con- 
gregation compiled.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  select,  and  plan  for  memorial 
windows  and  mural  paintings  to  be  placed 
in  the  church.  Bro.  William  Beahm  of 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  conducted  our 
pre-Easter  services.  Eight  persons  were 
recently  added  to  our  number  and  five 
more  were  baptized  as  a  result  of  a  week's 
revival  conducted  by  Bro.  William  Rodef- 
fer,  assisted  by  the  other  ministers  of  the 
congregation. — Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port 
Republic,  Va. 

Western  Ml.  Carmel. — Bro.  D.  B.  Garber, 
our  elder,  was  with  the  Evergreen  church 
recently  in  a  council  meeting.  Brother 
and  Sister  Harry  Graybill  were  elected  to 
the  office  of  deacon  and  two  trustees  were 


West  Virginia 
Crab  Orchard. — Pre-Easter  services  were 
held  for  a  week  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Mark 
W.  Wolfe.  Each  evening  before  the  service 
fifteen  minutes  were  spent  in  special 
prayer  and  the  choir  presented  fifteen 
minutes  of  songs.  Special  numbers  were 
also  presented  by  visiting  singers.  On 
April  16  twenty-two  persons  were  baptized 
and  ten  are  awaiting  the  rite.  On  the 
morning  of  May  14  the  women's  council 
had  charge  of  the  program.  In  the  eve- 
ning a  musical  program  was  presented 
with  Bro.  James  Stanley,  our  choir  di- 
rector, in  charge.  Our  pastor  conducted  a 
revival  service  at  Linside.  Our  newly  or- 
ganized men's  group  painted  the  inside  of 
the  church,  remodeled  some  of  the  Sun- 
day-school rooms  and  did  some  work  on 
the  church  lawn.  They  have  planted  an 
acre  of  potatoes  as  their  Lord's  acre  proj- 
ect. The  children's  department  is  plan- 
ning to  buy  folding  doors  for  their  class- 
rooms in  the  church  basement.  Our  Sun- 
day school  continues  to  grow. — Mrs.  D.  F. 
Gamble,  Crab  Orchard,  W.  Va. 
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William   Beahm  accepting  in  behalf  of  the  Church  of   the  Brethren  the  chalice  presented  by  the  Indian  Brethren 

THE  Indian  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  show  its  appreciation  of  the  church  bringing 
to  India  the  love  of  Christ,  presented  to  the  Brotherhood  at  the  recent  Conference 
a  silver  chalice.  Premchand  Bhagat  (left  above)  said  in  presenting  it,  "This  love  of 
Christ  is  for  all,  Moslem,  Hindu,  Indian,  American.    God's  love  is  eternal  and  universal." 

But  this  cup  is  more  than  an  expression  of  love;  it  symbolizes  the  unity  of 
Christians.  The  engravings  of  the  maps  of  India  and  the  United  States  joined  by  the 
handles   express   in    metal   the   prayer   of   Jesus:    "That   they   may   all   be   one." 


"How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  ieet  of  him  who  bringeth  good  tidings, 
that   publisheth   peace." 

Gospel  Messenger 
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Daily  Bible  Readings 

Mon.,   A  Prophet  Called.     1    Sam.   3:  1-10, 

19-21. 
Tues.,  Judge  of  Israel.    1  Sam.  7:  3-6,  14-17. 
Wed.,    A    King   Chosen.     1    Sam.    9:  17-19, 

25-27;    10:  1. 
Thurs.,  The  King  Anointed.    1  Sam.  10:  17- 

20,   24-25. 
Fri.,  Samuel's  Integrity  Recognized.    1  Sam. 

12:  1-6. 
Sat.,   Samuel  Reproves   the  King.     1    Sam. 

13:  5-15. 
Sun.,  The  Upright  Man.    Prov.   11:3-14. 
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More  than  a  million  Catholics 
were  added  to  the  church  rolls  in 
1949,  the  official  Catholic  Directory 
for  1950  notes;  the  total  membership 
of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  United 
States,  Alaska  and  Hawaii  is  now 
nearly  twenty-eight  million. 

The  Indian  association  for  World 
Federal  Government  has  been  carry- 
ing on  an  intensive  campaign  to  add 
new  members.  It  is  working  partic- 
ularly to  bring  the  movement  before 
school  children.  In  the  first  six 
months  of  its  existence  the  organi- 
zation has  enrolled  more  than  one 
thousand  members.  (WP) 

Comic  magazines  have  shown  a 
marked  improvement  in  acceptabili- 
ty as  reading  material  for  children 
in  the  last  two  years.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Evaluation  of  Comic  Books, 
which  uses  methods  of  careful  sur- 
vey and  public  opinion  to  set  stand- 
ards, reports  that  the  percentage  of 
satisfactory  magazines  had  risen 
from  fifty-two  to  sixty-two  in  the 
two-year  period. 


A    native 

mitted    for 


African    has    been    ad-l 
the    first    time    as    an 


advocate  before  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Capetown,  South  Africa.  The  at- 
torney is  Alpheue  Afanamur\i 
Ndlovu,  the  son  of  a  Zulu  workman. 
(WP) 

World  Brotherhood,  a  new  organ- 
ization, has  been  formed  to  fight 
racial  and  religious  prejudice  on  an 
international  level.  The  organiza- 
tion is  an  outgrowth  of  the  National- 
al  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  of  the  United  States  and  dele- 
gates from  ten  nations  of  Western 
Europe.  Working  through  five 
major  commissions  in  the  fields 
of  religion,  education,  community 
groups,  labor-management  co-opera- 
tion projects  and  publicity,  World 
Brotherhood  will  use  workshops, 
human  relations  centers  in  uni- 
versities, courses  for  teachers  of 
intercultural  education,  training 
programs  for  groups,  and  human 
relations  courses  for  factories  and 
commerical  firms  to  carry  out  its 
aims. 
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One  may  wonder  whether  we 
might  not  do  a  whole  lot  better  in 
the  "scold  war"  nowadays,  if  West- 
ern statesmen,  along  with  the  press 
and  public  speakers,  could  relax  a 
trifle.  Commander  Stephen  King- 
Hall,  publisher  of  the  National 
News-Letter  at  London,  thinks  so. 
Instead  of  retaliating  when  Czecho- 
slovakia shuts  down  information 
centers,  for  example,  he  suggests 
that  Britain  might  invite  Prague  to 
double  the  employees  in  their  Lon- 
don embassy,  and  send  a  dozen  lec- 
turers at  British  expense.  "If  the 
Czechs  send  lecturers,  let  them  come 
and  be  heckled.  A  refusal  would 
take  some  explaining  to  Czech  pub- 
lic opinion  and  make  the  regime 
look  ridiculous.  There  is  nothing  dic- 
tatorships fear  more  than  ridicule." 

Such  steps  might  go  far.  If  they 
worked,  the  Moscow  Politburo 
would  perhaps  come  out  and  say 
that  this  technique,  like  all  good 
things,  was  really  invented  back  in 
1864  by  a  Russian  named  Molostal- 
inov.  If  the  Russians,  noting  the 
success  of  Mr.  King-Hall's  technique, 
would  go  ahead  and  invent  it,  a 
calm  might  settle  upon  the  earth. 

Diplomatic  circles  might  even  go 
further,  and  instead  of  mobilizing 
harsh  facts  to  support  their  charges, 
confuse  the  other  side  by  contradic- 
tory accusations.  If  this  is  not  clear, 
let  me  give  you  an  example.   There 


are  people  who  hang  on  a  writer's 
words  for  years,  then  cut  themselves 
off  so  suddenly  that  the  backlash 
smacks  him  in  the  eye.  A  long-time 
"fan"  has  quit  me  cold,  and  sends  me 
this  diplomatic  note:  "I  have  seen 
your  name  on  lists  favoring  world 
government,  whereas  I  am  an 
American,  and  do  not  want  to  give 
my  country  to  Russia  or  some  other 
European  domination.  You  are  doing 
just  what  the  money  interests  want 
done." 

The  Kremlin,  I  submit,  confronted 
by  a  demarche  written  in  this  man- 
ner by  an  astute  Secretary  of  State, 
would  be  thrown  into  a  paralyzing 
impasse.  All  thoughts  of  conquest, 
subversive  activities  and  infiltration 
would  be  set  aside,  while  some  sort 
of  answer  was  compiled.  Cryptog- 
raphers would  be  occupied  with 
their  codebooks,  and  the  Soviet 
budget  would  crack  under  the  strain 
of  overtime  pay  for  the  Insulters' 
and  Invective  Hurlers'  International 
Union,  whose  thousands  of  experts 
would  have  to  stand  idly  by,  waiting 
for  an  official  line. 

What  we  need  in  the  "scold  war" 
is  not  tit  for  tat  or  precisely  meas- 
ured retaliation.  We  need  a  relaxed 
mood,  a  more  perceptive  imagina- 
tion. Sometimes,  at  least,  a  soft  an- 
swer turns  away  wrath.  And  when 
it  does  not,  it  puts  nicks  in  its  edge. 
— Worldover  Press. 
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A  child  in  the  home  means  a 
revision  of  the  parents'  idea  of 
recreation;  most  of  the  latter's 
leisure  time  will  need  to  be 
planned  to  include  the  child 
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EVERY  parent  is  familiar 
with  that  simple  question. 
Simple  as  it  sounds,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  sincere  questions 
ever  asked,  and  it  is  more  pro- 
found than  the  casual  parent 
may  suspect.  The  child  is  really 
asking,  "Do  you  honor  me?  Do 
you  need  me?  Am  I  a  real  part 
of  our  home?"  What  answer  will 
we  give? 

Most  of  us  love  our  children. 
But  as  we  live  with  them  from 
day  to  day,  we  may  forget  they 
are  growing  up,  becoming  men 
and  women  who  will  some  day 


be  held  responsible  in  the  com- 
munity. Growth  is  so  imper- 
ceptible when  we  live  with  it 
daily.  In  a  real  sense,  the  future 
is  in  our  hands.  How  well  do 
we  meet  its  challenge? 

Many  of  the  neurotics  of  our 
society  may  well  be  the  results 
of  the  wrong  answers  to  a  ques- 
tion as  simple  as  "Do  you  love 
me,  daddy?"  When  Jesus  said, 
"Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,"  he  knew  the  precious 
significance  of  that  question. 

Have  you  ever  watched  a  little 
girl  with  her  toy  broom  "help- 


ing" her  mother  with  the  house- 
work? The  amusement  aroused 
by  that  scene  may  be  quite  un- 
just. That  little  girl  is  helping 
her  mother.  In  turn,  mother 
must  help  her  with  encourage- 
ment and  a  show  of  appreciation. 
Mother  may  feel  that  the  "help" 
is  increasing  her  own  work,  but 
she  must  never  let  her  daughter 
know  that. 

Remember  the  widow's  mite. 
The  little  girl  with  the  broom 
is  giving  what  she  has.    These 
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first  efforts  at  family  co-opera- 
tion are  matters  for  reverence, 
not  for  amusement  and  conse- 
quent ridicule.  The  attitude  of 
indulgent  scorn  insults  the  great- 
ness of  that  first,  fumbling,  little 
act  of  aid. 

One  is  not  contented  merely 
to  be  loved.  To  be  loved  and 
not  needed  does  not  satisfy  the 
spirit.  Things  that  are  done  are 
done  because  it  is  hoped  they 
will  have  some  value  to  the 
family  or  the  community. 

The  picture  of  the  little  girl 
with  the  broom  tells  us  much. 
It  tells  us  that  the  desire  to  be 
of  help  to  her  family  was  strong 
in  the  little  girl  even  before  she 
could  put  words  together  very 
well.  The  encouragement  of  her 
help,  the  guidance  of  her  first 
efforts  at  a  new  chore  would 
have  eliminated  the  need  of 
driving  her  to  do  her  share  later. 

Laughter  at  the  sincere  efforts 
of  a  "mere"  baby  may  well  mean 
an  unco-operative  child  and  an 
antisocial  adult.  There  is  nothing 
"mere"  about  a  baby.  Who  can 
predict  the  greatness  of  a  baby? 
Who  can  tell  the  power  for  good 
that  lies  nascent  in  a  child?  All 
that  needs  to  be  added  to  a  young 
intellect  is  experience,  love,  un- 
derstanding and  guidance. 

Good  men  and  women  were 
good  children  and  are  the 
products  of  good  parents,  not 
wealthy  parents  or  influential 
parents,  but  good  parents.  Good 
parents  transcend  all  classes. 

When  the  child  offers  help,,  he 
or  she  must  be  helped  to  make 
that  help  of  value.  The  little 
girl's  offering  to  help  with  the 
housework  was  her  first  venture 
into  the  spirit  of  giving.  She 
was  performing  one  of  the  most 
essential  acts  in  the  living  faith 
of  Christianity.  Her  act  merits 
reverence.  By  fully  accepting 
the  fumbling  gift  and  cheerfully 
guiding  the  faltering  first  effort, 
the  parent  gives  in  return. 

Our  interest  in  what  children 
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are  doing  is  important.  We  must 
give  them  the  thrill  of  achieve- 
ment over  and  over  again.  If 
"childish"  enthusiasm  is  met 
with  indifference,  a  child  will 
feel  unwanted.  This  state  of 
mind  leads  to  disaster. 

Bringing  up  children  is  largely 
a  matter  of  attitudes.  Our  at- 
titudes are  observed  and  copied 
by  our  children.  The  parent  who 
resents  his  children  will  be  re- 
sented by  them  in  turn.  As  love 
breeds  love,  so  does  hatred 
breed  hatred.  Love,  in  essence,  is 
a  simple  thing.  In  action,  it  is 
complex  and  demanding. 

A  child  in  the  home  means  a 
new  level  of  living  for  the  par- 
ents. It  means  a  considerable 
revision  in  the  adult's  idea  of 
recreation.  Most  of  "mom"  and 
"dad's"  leisure  time  will  have  to 
be  planned  to  include  the  child. 
It  often  means  postponement  of 


habits  as  innocent  as  the  reading 
of  the  evening  paper.  Vacations, 
outings,  recreational  activities 
must  include  the  whole  family. 

Parents  very  often  leave  their 
responsibilities  to  the  school, 
church  or  community.  It  is  an 
age-old  failing  of  people  to  close 
their  eyes  to  their  own  delin- 
quencies and  blame  their  chil- 
dren for  irresponsibilities  they  as 
parents  failed  to  eradicate.  It  is 
the  "scapegoat"  again. 

Not  only  our  words,  but  often 
our  acts  discourage  our  strug- 
gling children.  If  we  do  not  say 
or  do  the  discouraging  thing,  we 
fail  to  give  encouragement.  All 
of  us  need  to  be  encouraged  at 
times.  Few  of  us  develop  the 
art. 

Your  answer  to  the  question  of 
that  five-year-old  child,  "Do  you 
love  me,  daddy?"  has  more  con- 
sequence than  you  may  think. 


Children  want  to  feel  needed  as  well  as  loved.   Their  joy  in  helping 

about  the  house  and  in  planning  special  events  comes  from  the  sense 

of  doing  something  of  value  to  the  family 
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Last  week  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger carried  the  report  of  pre-Con- 
ference  happenings  at  Grand 
Rapids.  The  opening  session  oi 
Conference  on  Tuesday  evening 
and  part  of  the  sectional  confer- 
ences on  Wednesday  were  also 
reported.  We  continue  with  the 
remainder  of  the  sectional  meet- 
ings. 

Rural  Life 

Since  the  number  was  too 
large  for  any  room  available  the 
Rural  Life  group  met  in  one 
corner  of  the  mezzanine. 

They  were  being  addressed  by 
a  sociologist,  Dr.  Christopher 
Sower  of  Michigan  State  Col- 
lege. Dr.  Sower  is  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Christopher  Sower, 
the  printer.  He  presented  in  a 
clear  way  some  of  the  social 
problems  which  confront  our 
society  and  some  of  the  areas 
where  the  church  may  take 
hold.  Some  of  the  areas  touched 
were  leadership,  community 
development,  health,  youth, 
mental  health,  the  aged.  The 
afternoon  session  was  given 
over  to  a  panel  discussion  by 
Paul  Miller,  E.  K.  Ziegler,  Ben 
Bushong,  Harold  Kettering,  Mrs. 
Dan  West,  Orion  Stover,  Don 
Royer  and  Paul  Phillips. 

Youth 

The  young  people  and  many 
of  their  advisers  came  back  to 
the  Black  and  Silver  room  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  sectional 
conferences.  Don  Snider,  na- 
tional youth  director,  revealed 
that  165  young  •  people  had 
brought  $9,731  with  them  to 
Conference.  He  explained  the 
"conscience  cyclotron"  into 
which  they  could  put  their  con- 
tributions for  Youth  Serves  and 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service. 

On  the  stage  four  members  of 
the  National  Youth  Cabinet 
were  engaged  in  a  debate  on  the 
topic,  Resolved  that  the  CBYF 
is  meeting  the  needs  of  its  mem- 
bers.    Clara    Waser    and     Bob 


Ziegler  argued  for  the  affirma- 
tive; Vernard  Eller  and  Bill 
Daggett  objected.  The  affirma- 
tive side  called  attention  to  the 
basic  needs  and  showed  how 
many  CBYF  activities  help  to 
meet  these  needs.  The  negative 
pointed  to  many  weaknesses  in 
the  CBYF  and  emphasized  that 
the  real  test  of  its  program  was 
whether  it  produced  Christlike 
young  people.  The  debaters 
then  formed  a  panel  and  dis- 
cussed it  further,  using  Wayne 
Rieman  as  a  resource  leader. 

When  your  correspondent  re- 
turned to  the  youth  section  in 
the  afternoon  he  discovered  an 
unusually  interesting  program 
in  which  ten  German  high 
school  students  were  giving 
their  answers  to  questions  sub- 
mitted by  Brethren  youth.  In 
response  to  an  invitation  to  com- 
ment on  our  educational  system 
most  of  them  spoke  of  the  great- 
er amount  of  freedom  in  our 
whole  educational  system.  They 
pointed  to  some  limitations  but 
they  expressed  a  hope  that  in 
time  Germany  would  learn  the 
best  ways  of  democracy.  The 
hope  of  a  new  Germany  must 
lie  in  such  alert  and  enthusiastic 
young  people  as  these  who  have 
lived  with  us.  Dan  West  acted 
as  a  leader  for  this  discussion. 

Also  included  in  the  afternoon 
program  were  discussions  of 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  and 
the  contributions  of  Brethren 
colleges. 

Intermediates 

The  Wednesday  program  for 
intermediates  included  informal 
recreation  and  a  guided  tour  of 
the  bridge  and  the  city  near  the 
auditorium.  Leaders  guiding 
the  intermediates  were  Julia 
Laprade,  Ralph  Dall,  and  Ken- 
neth Yingst.  The  intermediates 
voiced  a  feeling  that  they  were 
rather  neglected  in  the  total 
church  program. 


Children's  Workers 

We  were  unable  to  get  near  to 
the  children's  workers  who 
were  crowding  into  one  of  the 
parlors  in  the  Pantlind  Hotel. 
We  were  interested,  however, 
in  the  series  of  situation  dramas, 
highlighting  some  of  the  prob- 
lems and  hopes  of  children's 
teachers  and  workers,  that  was 
presented  as  part  of  the  after- 
noon sectional  meetings.  These 
brief  pictures  of  the  problems  of 
leaders  should  have  provided 
the  background  for  a  good  dis- 
cussion. 

Christian  Education 

Around  forty  pastors,  super- 
intendents and  teachers  shared 
in  the  sectional  meeting  devoted 
to  Christian  education.  The  em- 
phasis was  on  several  topics  of 
interest  to  leaders.  We  were  on 
hand  to  hear  a  discussion  of  the 
best  use  of  audio-visual  aids.  J. 
Henry  Long  was  emphasizing 
the  need  of  making  a  more  in- 
telligent use  of  films,  previewing 
them  carefully  and  preparing 
well  in  advance  for  every  detail. 

Adult  Work 

Adult  work  represents  not 
only  a  department  in  the  church 
school  but  also  the  joint  activ- 
ities of  the  men  and  woman  of 
the  church.  This  observation 
was  illustrated  in  a  well-attend- 
ed meeting  of  both  men  and 
women  in  the  auditorium.  In- 
terest was  expressed  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  project  of  in- 
creasing subscriptions.  Ora 
Garber,  book  editor,  presented 
an  interesting  sampling  of 
books  and  materials  in  the  adult 
field. 

Rural   Fellowship   Luncheon 

I.  W.  Moomaw,  former  Breth- 
ren missionary  in  India  and  now 
educational  director  of  Agricul- 
tural   Missions,    Inc.,    was    the 
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speaker  of  a  luncheon  confer- 
ence for  all  Brethren  interested 
in  the  values  of  rural  life.  Stat- 
ing that  we  live  in  a  time  of 
great  tension  and  great  strength, 
he  described  the  two  most  ur- 
gent steps  toward  a  Christian 
rural  world:  a  more  complete 
evangelism,  in  which  thousands 
of  Christians  would  be  dedicated 
to  building  a  Christian  commu- 
nity life;  and  a  Christian  answer 
to  human  need  around  the 
world.  These  steps  were  pre- 
sented along  with  specific  sug- 
gestions for  putting  them  into 
effect  among  Brethren  at  once. 

At  this  meeting  Robert  Eshle- 
man,  speaking  for  the  Rural  Life 
Advisory  Committee,  gave  an 
invitation  to  everyone  to  join  a 
Brethren  Rural  Fellowship  so 
as  to  encourage  rural  life  ideals. 

Women's  Work  Session 

The  women  met  in  the  audi- 
torium promptly  at  9:30.  Our 
recently  returned  missionary 
women  were  presented.  Then 
the  new  women's  work  manuals 
and  the  new  missionary  materi- 
als for  use  this  year  were  lifted 
up — as  were  also  the  materials 
in  the  field  of  spiritual  emphasis, 
aid  service  and  home  and  family 
life.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher,  national 
president  of  women's  work,  pre- 
sided at  the  business  session. 
The  women  voted  to  continue 
the  present  plan  of  representa- 
tion at  our  women's  work  ses- 
sions instead  of  having  delegate 
representation.  The  proposed 
budget  was  adopted  for  the 
seven-month  period  to  Sept.  30, 
1950,  and  also  the  one  proposed 
for  the  twelve  months,  begin- 
ning Oct.  1,  1950.  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Fisher  and  Mrs.  Ray  Showalter 
were  re-elected  for  another  term 
as  president  and  aid-service  di- 
rector, respectively. 

A  group  of  Bethany  Seminary 
wives  presented  a  skit  in  the 
form  of  a  clinic  entitled  Grow- 
ing Pains  in  Women's  Work. 
This  was  well  accepted  and  is 
being  made  available  for  use  in 
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One  of  the  features  Of  the  Music  and  Worship  Conference  was  the 
small  interest  groups;  here  Nevin  Fisher  is  giving  help  to  pianists 
and  organists  on  problems  of  accompanying  congregational  singing. 


the    local    churches.     You    may 
order  it  from  Elgin. 

Brethren  Service 

A  considerable  group  met  in 
the  ballroom  of  the  Pantlind 
Wednesday  morning  for  the  sec- 
tion on  Brethren  Service.  They 
were  greeted  at  the  door  by  the 
friendly  smile  of  Harold  Row, 
while  Lorell  Weiss  chaired  the 
meeting.  Devotions  were  appro- 
priate. Then  Roger  Kaiser  spoke 
on  his  experiences  as  a  volun- 
teer serving  a  small  rural  church 
in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Her- 
bert Williams  told  of  caravan- 
ing.  He  was  followed  by  Calvin 
Tooker  with  his  story  of  life 
as  the  only  white  teacher  in  a 
Negro  school  in  Mississippi.  Ora 
Huston  then  told  of  the  many 
other  places  where  Brethren 
youth  are  serving  today  from 
San  Francisco  to  New  England. 
Dan  West  led  the  group  in  a 
lively  discussion  on  problems 
and  questions  centering  around 
the  youthful  speakers  as  well  as 
on  the  place  of  the  peace  testi- 
mony in  the  life  of  the  church 
and  of  the  world.  The  after- 
noon  program   was  chaired  by 


Norman  Baugher.  M.  R.  Zigler 
and  L.  W.  Shultz  presented  pres- 
ent needs  in  Europe,  D.P.'s  and 
so  on. 

Evangelism 

This  section  met  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  auditorium  very 
near  the  exhibit.  The  available 
space  was  crowded  with  pastors, 
their  wives  and  laymen  listen- 
ing to  the  enthusiastic  speech  of 
Dr.  H.  H.  Kalas,  who  is  director 
of  the  National  Christian  Teach- 
ing Mission.  He  pointed  out  how 
the  program  of  fellowship  evan- 
gelism developed  by  his  organ- 
ization in  four  phases  has  proved 
very  effective.  A  very  interest- 
ing discussion  period  followed 
in  which  many  phases  of  min- 
isterial and  lay  evangelism  were 
lifted  up.  He  said  many  lay 
persons  miss  golden  opportuni- 
ties for  evangelism  in  day-by- 
day  contacts.  The  usefulness 
and  acceptability  of  the  revival 
meeting  type  of  evangelism  was 
also  considered.  In  the  after- 
noon Floyd  Wagner  discussed 
organizing  laymen  for  evange- 
lism. Charts  and  a  film  strip  also 
comprised  a  part  of  the  program. 


Left  to  right:   Leland  Brubaker,  Wilma  Schrag  and  Thelma  Haldeman 


Local  Church  Finance 

This  section  met  in  the  furni- 
ture club  room  of  the  hotel. 
There  were  about  forty-five 
present.  Harl  Russell  led  this 
group  in  a  very  interesting  and 
informative  afternoon.  First 
Spenser  Minnich  spoke,  drawing 
in  many  illustrations  from  re- 
cent service  in  India,  on  the 
task  of  Brotherhood  finance. 
Then  Bro.  Harry  C.  Hoff  from 
the  West  Coast  spoke  on  The 
Witness  of  a  Tither,  followed  by 
Galen  T.  Lehman  on  Steward- 
ship Is  Basic.  Then  Newton 
Long,  Floyd  Yearout,  Leland 
Brubaker  and  Robert  Greiner 
teamed  up  in  a  panel  discussion 
on  bits  of  information  about  the 
use  of  giving  and  finance  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  Many  ques- 
tions were  asked  by  the  group 
which  centered  around  the  use 
of  designated  monies.  It  was 
made  clear  that  all  designations 
are  respected.  The  effect  of  the 
decreased  budget  and  its  effect 
on  total  program  was  pointed 
out.  One  brother  remarked,  "I 
have  learned  more  in  here  in 
the  last  thirty  minutes  about  the 
church  and  its  program  and  my 
responsibility  as  a  delegate  than 


I  have  in  the  last  three  years  of 
Conferences." 

Pastors  Association 

The  pastors  met  in  committee 
room  C  in  the  Civic  Auditorium 
and  packed  the  room  to  capacity. 
Nevin  Zuck  led  the  business 
meeting  which  preceded  the 
address  by  Charles  Zunkel  on 
Present  Day  Pastoral  Problems. 
The  ministers  were  so  enthusi- 
astic about  getting  together  and 
discussing  mutual  concerns  that 
they  voted  to  form  a  perma- 
.nent  organization  to  meet  more 
often  during  Conferences  with 
a  constitution,  membership,  etc. 

Afternoon  Session 

When  Lee  Whipple  arose  to 
begin  the  meeting  at  1:30,  there 
were  several  thousand  people 
in  the  auditorium.  Many  more 
were  visiting  outside  waiting 
apparently,  after  an  ancient  pat- 
tern, to  hear  the  first  verse  of 
the  song  to  come  into  the  audi- 
torium. Those  who  were  inside 
had  listened  reverently  to  the 
organ  music  before  the  invoca- 
tion. Bro.  Nevin  Fisher  led  in 
singing  appropriate  hymns. 

J.  Herbert  Miller  of  Hershey, 
Pa.,  spoke  on  the  first  of  a  series 


of  afternoon  meditations  cen- 
tered around  the  theme,  The 
Life  of  the  Spirit.  The  Messen- 
ger hopes  to  reproduce  the 
series  for  its  readers  presently. 
Bro.  Miller's  particular  empha- 
sis was  The  Promised  Life.  He 
based  his  remarks  on  the  text, 
"If  any  man  thirst."  He  told 
about  the  need  for  spiritual 
water  in  our  day,  of  the  satis- 
faction which  comes  from  spir- 
itual thirst  quenching  and  of 
the  new  life  which  comes  to 
those  who  drink.  Living  water 
must  flow  out,  he  said.  If  we 
are  alive  we  must  serve. 

Following  this  general  meet- 
ing the  sectional  conferences 
continued  as  described  above. 

Women's  Tea 

From  4:30  to  5:30  the  women 
served  a  tea  for  women.  The 
tables  were  beautifully  decorat- 
ed. The  service  was  appropriate. 
The  men  who  happened  by 
looked  on  hopefully  but  the 
women  continued  adamant — this 
was  for  women  only! 

Standing  Committee 

The  committee  was  doing  its 
best  to  complete  its  work  be- 
fore the  business  meeting  of  the 
evening.  Even  with  very  late 
and  very  long  hours  it  appeared 
there  would  be  need  to  meet 
early  Thursday  morning. 

First  Business  Session 

Bro.  Rufus  Bowman,  presi- 
dent of  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary, presided  at  the  Wednes- 
day evening  general  session 
This  is  the  service  which  official- 
ly opens  the  business  of  Annual 
Conference,  but  it  is  primarily 
a  worship  service,  marked  by 
the  moderator's  address.  This 
evening  the  main  floor  of  the 
auditorium  was  almost  entirely 
filled  and  many  persons  were 
seated  in  the  galleries.  As  many 
as  4,000  may  have  been  present. 

The  service  was  conducted  in 
a  prayerful  mood,  using  a  fa- 
miliar prayer  hymn,  Break  Thou 

Continued    on   page   9 
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Sharing  to  Meet  the  Need 


CONSIDERING  the  August 
Emphasis  leads  one  to 
think  of  the  harvesttime 
of  the  year.  Already  we  are 
gathering  the  crops  of  field  and 
garden  and  are  enjoying  the 
bounties  of  God's  blessings.  As 
we  think  over  these  countless 
good  things  that  we  have,  un- 
less we  are  utterly  and  com- 
pletely selfish,  our  thoughts 
must  sooner  or  later  turn  to  the 
multitudes  of  God's  children 
who  are  in  need  of  food,  of 
clothing,  of  shelter,  of  love,  of 
the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

For  those  of  us  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren the  next  step  in  our  chain 
of  thinking  is  to  recall  the  far- 
flung  and  vital  program  of 
Brethren  Service,  the  distinctive 
service  arm  of  the  church.  And 
that  reminds  us  that  through 
Brethren  Service  we  can  and 
ought  to  share  generously  our 
blessings  with  the  needy. 

Thus  we  have  a  chain  of 
thought  that  looks  something 
like  this: 

August  Emphasis 

Our  harvest  bounties 

God's  needy  children 

Brethren  Service 

helping  to  meet 

these  needs 

Our  responsibility  to  share 
our  bounties  by  giving  through 

August  Emphasis 

Here  is  a  benevolent  sequence 
which,  if  it  leads  us  into  appro- 
priate action,  will  help  us  to  see 
that  life  is  good  and  rich  and 
blessed.  It  will  bring  us  health 
and  healing  and  a  sense  of  well- 
being  because  we  are  fitting  our- 
selves into  the  purpose  and  plan 
of  God's  world. 


Paul  Kinsel 

Pastor,    Frederick    Church,     Maryland 

This  good  thought  sequence 
will  induce  another  chain  which 
looks  something  like  this: 

"I  will  share  my  blessings 

generously  by  giving  to  the 

Brotherhood  Fund  through 

the   August  Emphasis" 

If  my  local  Brethren  and  I 

share  more  generously,  our 

church  will  make  a  more 

significant  contribution 

With  all  the  churches  sharing, 
funds  will  flow  into  the  Brother- 
hood Fund  to  meet  in  full  the 
budget 

The    projected    program    of 

Brethren  Service  can  be 

carried    out   in   full — possibly 

even  enlarged 

Many  will  be  blessed 
in  Christ's  name 

Brethren  Service  is  not  the 
only  reason  for  us  to  share  gen- 


erously through  the  August  Em- 
phasis offerings,  but  surely  it  is 
an  important  reason  for  doing 
so. 

Not  since  the  advent  of  for- 
eign missions  in  our  communion 
seventy-five  years  ago,  has  any- 
thing arisen  to  challenge  our 
people  so  much  as  has  the  pro- 
gram of  Brethren  Service  in 
the  last  decade.  And  I  feel  we 
are  on  sure  ground  when  we 
assert  that  nothing  has  ever 
brought  our  church  into  the 
limelight  of  world  knowledge 
and  appreciation  as  has  Breth- 
ren Service.  Here  is  a  program 
to  challenge  and  inspire  us. 
Here  is  a  program  near  to  the 
heart  of  the  serving  Master. 

Brethren  Service  is  a  program 
so  vast  and  far-reaching  and  so 
constantly  changing  that  we  who 
share  in  it,  as  workers  or  as 
contributors,  find  ourselves  un- 
aware oftentimes  of  many 
phases  of  this  vital  Christian 
effort.     Where    does    one    start 


The  needs  of 
displaced  per- 
sons and  ways 
of  meeting  those 
needs  are  here 
pointed  up  by 
means  of  pic- 
tures. (This  is 
part  of  the  ex- 
hibit in  the 
Brethren  Serv- 
ice truck) 
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and  where  does  one  end  in  tell- 
ing of  the  work  of  Brethren 
Service?  Let  us  look  at  just  a 
few  of  the  projects  of  Brethren 
Service  which  deserve  your 
hearty  support — and  mine. 

Brethren  Service  is  the  offi- 
cial, organized  implementation 
by  our  Brotherhood  of  the  Spirit 
and  bidding  of  our  Lord  and 
Master  in  the  meeting  of  human 
needs.  It  is  literally  the  giving 
of  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  the 
thirsty,  of  food  to  the  hungry,  of 
shelter  to  the  homeless.  It  is  a 
concrete  demonstration  of  ways 
and  means  of  being  "our  broth- 
er's keeper,"  of  "loving  our 
neighbor  as  ourself."  The  work 
of  Brethren  Service  is  always 
done  in  the  name  of  Christ,  who 
calls  us  to  this  high  ministry  of 
serving  our  fellow  men  and 
meeting  human  need  wherever 
it  is  found. 

Our  desire  thus  to  serve  has 
led  us  into  pathways  of  need 
both  near  and  far.  One  of  the 
most  dramatic  and  significant 
things  we  have  ever  done  is  to 
be  found  in  the  sending  of  heif- 
ers and  goats  to  furnish  life-giv- 
ing milk  to  hungry  children  in 
many  lands.  Originated  by  the 
Brethren,  this  project  has  grown 
to  include  the  support  of  many 
other  church  groups.  A  United 
States  senator  once  referred  to 
it  as  "down-to-earth  religion — 
where  you  could  milk  it."  The 
heifers-for-relief  project  con- 
tinues to  be  supported  by  Breth- 
ren Service. 

Some  of  the  dollars  we  give 
through  the  August  Emphasis 
will  go  into  our  thrilling  Euro- 
pean program.  In  recent  years 
many  countries  of  that  war-torn 
continent  have  been  helped  by 
Brethren  Service  and  even  now 
the  work  continues  in  Austria 
and  Germany,  with  new  work 
opening  presently  in  Greece. 
Here  we  are  meeting  human 
needs  where  they  acutely  exist 
and  through  us  the  hand  of  the 
serving  Christ  brings  food  and 
clothing  and  shelter  to  the  des- 
titute, a  new  life  of  possibility 


and  promise  to  the  cast  out,  new 
hope  and  happiness  to  the  sick 
and  afflicted.  In  Europe  volun- 
teer summer  work  campers  work 
beside  Brethren  Service  volun- 
teers and  more  permanent  work- 
ers to  minister  for  you  and  me 
in  Christ's  name. 

Right  now  in  the  homeland 
Brethren  Service  is  busily  re- 
settling displaced  persons  who 
are  flowing  from  the  camps  in 
Europe  through  our  relief  cen- 
ter at  New  Windsor  and  then 
out  into  our  communities  and 
neighborhoods.  Remembering 
how  the  Brethren  of  early  days 
found  refuge  and  shelter  in  the 
new  land  of  hope  and  promise, 
surely  we,  their  descendants  and 
spiritual  heirs,  are  happy  to 
have  a  share  in  finding  new 
homes  and  new  beginnings  for 
DP's  in  our  country. 

Challenging  our  youth  is  the 
ongoing  program  of  Brethren 
Service.  After  two  months  of 
intensive  training  at  New  Wind- 
sor, these  young  people  from 
our  churches  go  out  to  give  the 
remaining  months  of  a  year  (or 
more)  of  volunteer  service  for 
the  church.  This  program  is  a 
part  of  the  budget  of  Brethren 
Service  and  into  this  work,  too, 
will  flow  some  of  the  August 
Emphasis  dollars  you  give. 

We  have  said  nothing  yet  of 
Puerto  Rico  with  its  splendid 
and  increasingly  self-supporting 
program  dating  back  to  CPS 
days.  Nor  have  we  spoken  of 
the  work  of  the  nation's  largest 
material  aid  relief  center  at  New 
Windsor  and  its  varied  program 
and  its  great  potential  in  the 
service  program  of  the  church. 
We  have  not  referred  to  our 
work  camps  in  America  or  our 
seminars  on  race  and  peace  and 
economics.  It  is  not  enough  to 
follow  in  the  wake  of  warfare 
and  racial  and  social  strife,  but 
we  must  seek  to  alleviate  those 
conditions  and  help  to  correct 
those  trends  which  plunge  us 
into  these  difficulties.  This 
Brethren  Service  seeks  to  do 
through  its  social  education  and 


Brethren  Volunteer  Service   chal- 
lenged    this     young     woman — a 
peace  caravaner 

and  social  action  departments. 
August  Emphasis — t  Harvest 
Bounties — t  Needy  Peoples — t 
Brethren  Service — t  My  Re- 
sponsibility— let's  let  that  chain 
of  thought  swing  us  into  action 
right  now.  And  as  we  give  our 
money  let  us  now  see  dollars  as. 
needy  human  beings  helped, 
lives  brightened,  spirits  lifted, 
the  need  of  the  Christ  himself 
met,  for  did  he  not  indeed  say, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  the  least  of  these,  ...  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me!" 


Conference  Is  in  Session 

Continued  from  page  7 

the  Bread  of  Life,  and  the  devo- 
tional Conference  hymn,  Spirit 
of  God,  Descend  Upon  My  Heart. 
It  was  quite  appropriate  that 
Bro.  Bowman,  in  leading  the 
congregation  in  prayer,  should 
remember  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  the 
moderator,  who  was  prevented 
by  serious  illness  from  serving 
at  this  Conference,  and  should 
ask  God's  blessing  also  upon 
Bro.  Harper  Will,  the  alternate 
moderator,  who  must  serve  in 
the  moderators  absence. 

Although  Bro.  Ellis  was  un- 
able to  be  present,  he  had  pre- 
pared his  moderator's  address, 
and  this  inspirational  message 
was  read  by  Bro.  Tobias  Henry. 
It  was  the  moderator's  prayer 
that  Jesus  Christ  would  be  lifted 
up  in  this  Conference,  in  our 
church  and  in  our  world — that 
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"in  all  things  he  might  have 
the  pre-eminence."  He  called  on 
us  to  measure  ourselves  and  our 
world  by  the  standards  of 
Christ.  He  pointed  out  how  far 
short  of  Christ  our  national  and 
international  organizations  fall. 
Even  in  education  Christ  has 
been  ignored.  Christians  them- 
serves  fail  to  give  their  Lord 
pre-eminence  in  all  things.  In 
the  choices  we  make,  in  the  de- 
cisions we  reach,  we  often  are 
satisfied  with  less  than  the  best, 
with  less  than  Jesus  Christ. 
Even  our  hopes  and  dreams  for 
the  future  are  less  than  the 
"blessed  hope"  of  Christ's  re- 
turn. This  address  was  printed 
in  the  July  1  Messenger. 

Bro.  Harper  Will  then  spoke 
as  acting  moderator.  His  mes- 
sage also  was  devotional  in  char- 
acter, using  as  its  theme  the 
great  text  of  the  Bible,  John  3: 
16.  The  speaker  helped  us  to 
see  the  universal  truth  of  this 
profound  verse  by  stating  it  in 
three  simple  propositions:  that 
the  Christian  idea  came  out  of 
the  mind  and  heart  of  God;  that 
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Jesus  is  God's  answer  to  the  des- 
perate plight  of  humanity;  and, 
finally,  that  the  Christian  way 
ends  not  in  destruction  but  in 
victory,  for  God  cannot  be  de- 
feated. The  familiar  words  of 
this  verse  became  a  strong  af- 
firmation of  faith  and  a  stirring 
call  to  loyalty  to  Christ. 

As  the  conclusion  of  the  serv- 
ice a  message  of  concern  and 
prayer  for  Bro.  Ellis  was  read 
and  the  congregation  voted  that 
it  be  sent  to  him  with  their 
prayers. 

In  the  Black  and  Silver  room 
about  800  people  gathered  to  see 
the  films,  Birthday  Party  and 
A  Job  for  Bob.  This  second 
auditorium  furnishes  about  the 
best  arrangement  for  showing 
films  that  we  have  had  in  any 
recent  Conference. 

Late  Wednesday  Evening 

An  interesting  and  popular 
feature  of  youth  activities  at 
Conference  was  the  recreation 
period  each  night  after  the  eve- 
ning session.  The  young  people 
went  to  the  Y.M.C.  A.  where  they 
enjoyed  a  period  of  singing  and 
active  games. 


Thursday  Morning 

With  the  exception  of  one  day 
of  rain  so  far  the  Conference 
weather  has  been  delightful;  it 
is  neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold. 
Thursday  promised  to  be  anoth- 
er pleasant  day. 

Postbreakfast  Conferences 

Since  the  facilities  for  eating 
in  large  groups  were  practically 
nil  in  downtown  Grand  Rapids, 
it  was  decided  to  hold  these 
early  morning  conferences  at 
convenient  spots  after  breakfast. 
Five  such  were  conducted  on 
Thursday  morning. 

Brethren  Service 

The  corner  room  provided  was 
filled  at  7:15,  when  Paul  Kinsel 
got  the  meeting  under  way.  The 
first  part  was  taken  up  by  re- 
ports of  pastors  concerning  vol- 
unteer service  as  seen  by  the 
churches  which  have  been 
worked  in  or  which  have  sup- 
plied the  volunteers,  and  of 
B.V.S.  personnel.  The  testimony 
was  frank  but  almost  totally 
favorable.  Volunteer  service  is 
finding  a  very  definite  place  in 
our  church  program. 

Children's  Workers 

Bro.  Charles  Zunkel  of  Elgin 
was  addressing  a  group  of  chil- 
dren's workers  in  a  convenient 
hotel  room.  He  was  telling  them, 
during  the  moments  we  were 
able  to  visit  there,  that  if  we 
would  deepen  the  spiritual  life 
of  our  children  we  must  live  be- 
fore them  and  teach  them  a 
fruit  -  bearing  Christian  life. 
Though  these  children's  work- 
ers have  seemed  to  be  women 
in  the  main  it  is  good  to  see  also 
some  men  among  them. 

Foreign  Missions 

Brother  and  Sister  Ernest 
Wampler  and  Clara  Li  K'an  of 
China  were  leading  a  discussion 
on  China  in  another  room  under 
Wendell  Flory  as  leader. 

The  questions  indicated  a  very 
deep  interest  in  China  and  its 
possible  future. 

Women's  Work 
The  National  Council  of  Worn- 


en's  Work  met  with  district  and 
regional  officers  to  tie  together 
more  effectively  the  work  of 
women  across  the  Brotherhood. 

Intermediate  Advisers 

This  group  met  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Don  Snider  to 
discuss  how  the  church  can  meet 
the  needs  of  intermediates.  They 
discussed  discipline  particular- 
ly. Ross  Murphy  told  about  a 
youth  fishing  club. 

The  large  influx  of  Brethren 
into  the  eating  places  indicated 
that  instead  of  postbreakfast 
conferences  some  of  them  in- 
stead  were   prebreakfast. 


Youth  Breakfast 

More  ambitious  and  agile 
than  their  elders,  the  youth  had 
scheduled  an  earlier  breakfast 
conference.  The  theme  of  the 
morning  was  Brethren  Youth 
Face  Life — Beliefs.  After  a  gen- 
eral presentation,  the  discussion 
followed  in  smaller  groups. 

Hour  of  Scripture 

Bro.  Ernest  F.  Muntzing  was 
the  speaker  for  the  morning 
Hour  of  Scripture.  His  topic 
concerned  another  person  who 
met  Jesus  —  in  this  case,  the 
woman  of  Samaria.  He  present- 
ed in  a  graphic  way  the  dramatic 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Thank  God  for  Chicago 

I  RECALL  during  the  several 
limes  we  were  in  Europe  how 
frightened  the  Europeans  were  of 
Chicago.  One  cultured  European 
lady  inquired  with  great  concern 
whether  it  would  be  possible  for  her 
to  get  to  California  without  going 
through  Chicago.  If  she  had  to  risk 
the  gangsters  of  Chicago,  then  she 
would   forego   the    trip! 

Those  days  are  ended  now.  Chi- 
cago has  become  a  relatively  com- 
placent and  quiet  city  compared  to 
other  American  cities.  A  return 
from  Washington  to  Chicago  has 
something  in  if  of  an  escape  from 
hysteria  to  sanity,  from  a  frightened 
dodging  of  illusive  shadows  to  a 
good-natured  laughing  at  oneself 
and  at  the  shadows. 

Washington  is  now  almost  contin- 
uously scared.  It  has  a  war  coming 
up  each  alternate  week  end.  If  it  is 
not  a  shot-down  airplane  to  be 
scared  about  it  is  a  Berlin  youth 
march  or  a  peeking  submarine. 

Chicago,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not 
scared.  About  the  only  frightened 
person  in  Chicago  is  Bertie  Mc- 
Cormick  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  and 
he  is  more  frightened  over  Ailee  of 
England  than  over  Stalin  of  Russia. 
The  Democrats  and  Harry  Truman 
really    scare    him    most    of   all. 

What  am  I  trying  to  say?  That  the 
East  and  the  centers  of  national  gov- 
ernment are  allowing  themselves  to 
replace  common  sense  with  hysteria 
and  that  hysteria  is  a  very  bad  thing. 
It  stifles  leadership.  America  is  fast 
losing  her  opportunity  to  offer  lead- 
ership to  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the 
direction   of   liberty   and  peace  be- 


cause   of  hysteria,  politicking,   fear. 

President  Truman  said  recently, 
"The  Soviet  Union  has  dedicated  it- 
self to  the  destruction  of  democracy 
and  everything  it  represents  and  is 
waging  a  grim  struggle  to  make  the 
entire  world  slave.  No  nation  can  be 
neutral,  for  a  serious  outbreak  any- 
where on  earth  inevitably  affects 
everyone."  Accordingly  he  asks  for 
$1,222,500,000  more  at  once  for  arms 
for  Europe. 

That  is  a  pretty  poor  statement  for 
any  national  head  to  make  about 
any  other  nation  during  a  time  of 
peace.  It  is  asking  the  world  to 
choose  up  sides. 

The  nations  of  the  world  are  not 
accepting  Truman's  call  to  play  on 
our  side.  Instead,  more  and  more 
of  them  are  saying  that  in  the  event 
of  a  war  it  is  their  intent  to  remain 
neutral. 

Trygve  Lie  on  his  return  from  a 
talk  with  Stalin  indicated  that  if  the 
UN  could  not  be  made  to  work  it 
would  not  be  Russia's  fault  any  more 
than  our  own.  No  plan  will  work 
unless  the  people  involved  in  it  seri- 
ously undertake  to  make  it  work. 

The  Midwest  in  general  has  not 
been  caught  up  in  the  Washington 
hysteria.  They  do  not  believe  that 
war  is  inevitable.  They  do  not  ex- 
pect a  war  in  September  or  in  1951 
or  in  1956.  Instead,  they  still  expect 
America  to  take  hold  of  herself  and 
to  begin  soon  to  behave  with  more 
commendable  maturity. 

Thank  God  then  for  the  Midwest. 
Leadership  must  come  from  the 
levelheaded.  Let  those  who  still 
have  faith  and  courage  teach  it  to 
others.  God  cannot  do  much  with  us 
or  for  us  when  our  faith  is  dead. 


human  elements  of  this  incident 
found  in  John  4.  He  underscored 
the  significant  meanings  of  this 
meeting:  that  only  Jesus  can 
satisfy  our  deepest  needs,  and 
that  we  worship  best  when  we 
worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
The  church,  like  the  woman  of 
Samaria,  can  become  an  instru- 
ment of  evangelism,  but,  first, 
it  must  have  a  direct  experience 
of  the  presence  of  Christ. 

A  La  Verne  College  quartet, 
the  Melodiaires,  sang  at  the 
opening  of  the  service.  Bro. 
Harley  V.  Townsend  was  in 
charge  and  Prof.  Elias  Bright- 
bill  of  La  Verne  College  was 
the  music  leader. 

The  Standing  Committee  took 
its  place  on  the  platform  as  is 
customary  for  business  sessions. 
The  delegates  were  assembled 
in  the  central  block  of  seats 
immediately  in  front  of  the 
platform.  Microphones  were  ar- 
ranged on  the  platform  and  at 
several  spots  among  the  dele- 
gates so  that  all  could  be  heard 
without  very  much  moving 
around.  This  appeared  to  be  a 
very  satisfactory  arrangement, 
much  better  than  in  some  pre- 
vious years. 

The  first  item  of  business  was 
to  confirm  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee's appointment  of  Edward 
K.  Ziegler  of  Virginia  as  Con- 
ference reader.  Following  that, 
Brethren  Foster  Statler,  Tobias 
Henry,  Stanley  Keim,  Minor  C. 
Miller  and  Earl  Frantz  were 
confirmed  as  members  of  the 
credential  committee.  After  the 
reader  had  read  the  statement 
of  duties  and  privileges  of  dele- 
gates they  were  commissioned 
to  their  tasks  by  Moderator 
Will;  a  prayer  of  consecration 
was  led  by  Wayne  Crist  of  Illi- 
nois. 

The  credential  committee  re- 
ported 690  delegates.  These 
added  to  the  87  members  of 
Standing  Committee  who  had 
now  also  become  a  part  of  the 
voting    delegate    body    brought 
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Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Ruth  a  Symbol  of  Family  Loyalty 

Ruth 


The  love  of  a  family 

When  hard  times  settled  upon  the 
family  of  Naomi,  they  journeyed  for 
a  while  into  what  to  them  was  a 
foreign  land.  They  set  up  a  new 
home  in  the  hope  that  the  family 
could  be  maintained  and  kept  to- 
gether. It  worked  out  well.  The 
boys  grew  up  and  married  two  fine 
girls  in  the  foreign  land. 

Then  disaster  struck  and  all  the 
men  of  the  family  died.  The  mother 
and  the  two  daughters-in-law  were 
left   alone. 

Under  these  circumstances  the 
heart  of  Naomi  yearned  for  her  own 
people  and  her  own  village.  So, 
after  a  long  period  of  years  had 
•elapsed,  she  arose  and  started  back 
to  her  home  land.  She  suggested 
that  her  daughters-in-law  remain 
among  their  own  people.  But  the 
love  of  Ruth  for  the  family  into 
which  she  had  married  was  stronger 
than  her  love  for  her  own  hillsides 
and  her  own  blood  relatives.  Leav- 
ing all  that  behind,  she  was  drawn' 
by  the  bonds  of  family  love  to  ac- 
company Naomi. 


God  at  the  center 

It  must  have  been  her  understand- 
ing of  God,  who  was  at  the  center 
of  Naomi's  family,  which  drew  Ruth 
back  to  Naomi's  land.  She  said  that 
Naomi's  God  should  be  her  God. 
She  said  that  she  would  dwell  with 
her  forever  and  that  where  Naomi 
was  buried  she  would  be  buried. 
This  was  making  a  complete  com- 
mitment. To  be  buried  apart  from 
the  ancient  fathers  and  to  worship 
a  God  different  from  her  family 
god  was  a  severe  decision  to  make. 
But  Ruth  put  the  God  of  Naomi  at 
the  center.    That  was  her  decision. 

God's   ways    are   best 

For  Ruth  it  paid  dividends.  She 
now  was  drawn  more  deeply  into 
the  heart  of  Judaism.  God  chose 
this  so-called  foreign  woman  to  be- 
come one  of  the  grandmothers  of 
David,  and  through  David  one  of 
the  ancestors  of  Christ,  his  own  Son. 

When  God  is  at  the  center  of  the 
family,  the  family  ties  are  strong. 
God  can  use  a  family  like  that  for 
his  great  kingdom  purposes. 


the  total  voting  strength  to  777. 

Reader  Ziegler  read  the  tra- 
ditional chapter  from  Acts  con- 
cerning the  Jerusalem  Council. 
He  also  read  the  Conference 
rules.  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  D.  I.  Pep- 
ple  of  Pennsylvania  were  ap- 
pointed as  timekeepers.  The 
moderator  expressed  a  hope  that 
we  be  brotherly  in  our  business 
session  rather  than  technical. 

As  alternate  moderator  pro 
tern  Rufus  D.  Bowman  was  con- 
firmed. Messengers  and  tellers 
were  confirmed.  Their  names 
had  been  given  earlier. 

The  committee  on  resolutions 
is  Bernard  King,  Harry  K.  Zel- 
ler,  Jr.,  Paul  H.  Bowman.  Bro. 
Bowman  was  appointed  to  re- 
place Gladdys  Muir,  whose  time 
expired  this  year.  Burton  Metz- 
ler  was  appointed  to  take  the 
place  of  Harper  Will  on  the  Con- 
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ference  program  committee. 

As  electors  to  Bethany  Sem- 
inary all  expiring  personnel 
were  reappointed.  On  the  Coun- 
cil of  Women's  Work  all  present 
incumbents  were  likewise  re- 
tained. On  the  National  Youth 
Cabinet  the  following  were  con- 
firmed: Robert  Ziegler,  Clara 
Wasser,  William  Daggett,  David 
Coffman,  Robert  McFadden,  Ben 
Ebersole.  The  National  Cabinet 
of  Children's  Work  was  ap- 
proved: Sisters  Nevin  Fisher, 
Charles  Weaver,  L.  S.  Shively, 
Gordon  Yoder  and  Margaret 
Lininger. 

Rufus  D.  Bowman  was  reap- 
pointed as  representative  on  the 
Federal  Council  until  it  goes  out 
of  existence  this  fall.  M.  R.  Zig- 
ler  was  reappointed  as  our  rep- 
resentative to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  for  a  three-year 
term.  On  the  fraternal  relations 
committee  D.  W.  Bittinger  and 
V.  F.  Schwalm  were  appointed 


for  a  four-year  term. 

The  Brotherhood  Board  bal- 
lots were  next  distributed. 
There  were  no  additional  nom- 
inations from  the  floor.  After 
information  concerning  each 
nominee  was  given,  a  prayer  for 
guidance  was  entered  into  and 
the  ballots  were  cast  in  the 
spirit  of  prayer. 

Following  this,  letters  of 
greeting  were  read  from  various 
parts  of  the  world:  Brethren 
workers  in  Europe,  Puerto  Rico, 
India,  China,  Africa  and  South 
America.  Appropriate  replies 
from  the  Conference  were  sent 
to  each  of  these  letters.  The 
entire  audience  stood  in  prayer 
that  God  might  send  with  these 
letters  his  overshadowing  care 
and  blessing. 

Unfinished  Business 

The  first  item  of  unfinished 
business  concerned  the  legal  re- 
lationship of  Bethany  Hospital 
to  the  church.  It  was  judged 
that  the  present  relationship 
was  sufficiently  clear  and  need 
not  be  changed. 

Concerning  the  location  of 
church  headquarters,  the  re- 
quest of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee that  it  be  allowed  more 
time  was  granted.  Some  expla- 
nations were  given  concerning 
the  possibilities  and  problems 
involved. 

The  committee  studying  the 
over-all  program  of  the  church 
in  relation  to  evangelism,  mis- 
sions, service,  pastors  and  so  on 
also  asked  for  further  time. 
Their  request  was  granted.  A 
similar  request  by  the  commit- 
tee on  membership  was  granted. 

Bro.  Will  moderated  with  ex- 
treme graciousness.  He  was  pa- 
tient. He  manifested  a  keen 
sense  of  humor  and  moderated 
with  efficiency. 

Noon  Hour 

To  have  this  vast  group  of 
several  thousand  eat  and  be 
back  by  1:30  would  not  be  easy. 
The  Brethren  seemed  in  the 
spirit  to  try  it,  however.  Two 
dinner  meetings  were  arranged. 


The  Brotherhood  Fund  repre- 
sentatives and  the  committee  on 
higher  education  each  took  up 
the  items  of  business  pertinent 
to  their  particular  problems. 

Afternoon  Session 

The  audience  almost  com- 
pletely filled  the  main  floor  and 
extended  well  up  into  the  bal- 
cony as  the  afternoon  session 
began.  Olden  Mitchell  chaired 
the  Hour  of  Meditation  and 
David  Albright  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa.,  led  the  music. 

Anna  Beahm  Mow  of  Chicago 
spoke  on  the  second  of  the  series, 
The  Life  of  the  Spirit.  Her  par- 
ticular emphasis  was  the  sur- 
rendered life:  "Not  as  I  will  but 
as  thou  wilt"  (Matt.  26:  29). 
She  said  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  partial  surrender,  only 
total  surrender  and  to  a  person, 
Christ  Jesus.  It  must  be  a 
willing  surrender;  obedience, 
holiness,  courage,  willingness  to 
suffer,  peacemaking  and  hope 
are  all  inseparable  parts  of  the 
surrendered  life. 

Following  this  address,  the 
Standing  Committee  came  again 
onto  the  platform  and  the  after- 
noon business  meeting  began. 


Business  Session 

By  the  beginning  of  the  after- 
noon session  the  tellers  were 
ready  to  report  on  the  results  of 
the  election  of  Conference  of- 
ficers and  new  board  members. 
They  reported  that  Desmond  W. 
Bittinger  had  been  elected  as 
moderator,  Russell  V.  Bollinger 
as  alternate  moderator,  and 
William  M.  Beahm  as  secretary. 
Brethren  W.  Newton  Long  and 
Calvert  N.  Ellis  were  re-elected 
to  membership  on  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board.  Brethren 
V.  F.  Schwalm,  Harry  K.  Zeller, 
Jr.,  and  Vernon  Kinzie  were 
elected  as  the  other  members 
of  the  Board. 

A  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed last  year  to  study  the 
basis  of  church  membership  was 
read  and  discussed.  It  was  the 
feeling  of  many,  particularly 
those  on  Standing  Committee, 
that  this  was  not  the  best  time 
to  open  this  question.  Others 
expressed  their  concern  that  the 
issue  be  clarified  because  of 
situations  they  faced  in  local 
churches.  The  final  decision  of 
the  delegate  body  was  to  place 
the   matter   on   the  agenda   for 


A  behind-the-scenes  view  of  the  recording  of  Conference  sessions. 

Many  who  were  not  at  Grand  Rapids  will  have  the  opportunity  to 

hear  Conference  sessions 


1951,  allowing  a  year  in  which 
the  churches  may  discuss  fully 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  committee's  report  which 
concerned  methods  of  financing 
the  regional  program  was  passed 
with  a  few  editorial  changes. 

The  afternoon  business  session 
had  been  slowed  down  very 
much  by  technical  matters, 
amendments  and  so  on.  Bro. 
Will  tried  patiently  to  cope  with 
all  these  technicalities  so  no 
one  would  feel  discriminated 
against. 

Pastors'  Dinner 

At  5:00  p.m.  the  Brethren 
were  standing  in  a  line  which 
extended  for  a  block  or  more 
waiting  to  get  into  the  Baptist 
church  for  the  pastors'  dinner. 
When  the  doors  were  opened 
they  quickly  filled  the  tables 
provided.  Many  were  unable  to 
find  seats  but  all  with  tickets 
were  seated.  It  was  not  long 
until  the  trend  toward  coat  shed- 
ding took  hold  on  every  side. 

After  the  dinner  several  items 
of  business  were  transacted. 
During  this  those  unable  to  at- 
tend the  dinner  came  in  for  the 
address.  Robert  Sherfy  was 
elected  to  the  pastoral  commit- 
tee to  replace  S.  Loren  Bowman, 
whose  time  expired. 

Paul  Keller  was  toastmaster. 
He  presented  Charles  Zunkel, 
who  read  the  list  of  the  sixty- 
five  ministers  who  have  died 
during  the  past  year.  After  a 
Scripture  reading,  we  stood  in 
silent  prayer  before  Bro.  J.  A. 
Robinson  prayed  audibly. 

The  Melodiaires  from  La 
Verne  sang  with  beauty  and 
vigor.  Their  singing  was  well 
received. 

Dr.  Henry  Hitt  Crane  of 
Detroit  was  the  speaker.  He 
began  with  interesting  stories 
which  made  his  audience  love 
him.  Then  he  spoke  to  us  with 
power  about  Our  Desperate  Di- 
lemma. It  concerns  how  we  can 
live  in  a  world  in  which  we  all 
turn  friends  into  enemies,  allies 
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into  foes.  "War,"  he  said,  "is 
utterly  insane  and  a  complete 
delusion.  Education  is  emanci- 
pation from  the  obvious;  the 
obvious  is  usually  a  delusion. 
Jesus  stood  in  the  midst  of  a 
dictatorship  and  said  'Force  is 
a  delusion.  I  will  show  another 
alternative.'  If  the  Brethren  will 
stick  to  their  faith  they  can  re- 
offer  this  saving  alternative. 
Why  don't  we  put  up  the  cross 
against  all  armament  and  fear 
and  do  our  Christian  job?" 

Youth  Banquet 

The  young  people  called  their 
CBYF  banquet,  held  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  a  Mother  Hub- 
bard banquet.  It  was  well 
named,  because  this  was  a  din- 
ner without  food — for  the  body. 
The  Black  and  Silver  Room  was 
attractively  decorated,  however, 
and  a  full  program  had  been 
arranged.  There  were  moments 
of  recreation  and  singing,  includ- 
ing numbers  by  a  male  quartet. 

But  there  was  a  serious  side 
to  the  occasion  also.  Ed  Crill 
explained  how  the  money  which 
each  had  paid  for  tickets  to  the 
banquet  would  be  used  to  sup- 
port the  work  of  young  people 
giving  their  time  to  the  church 
under  the  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service.  M.  R.  Zigler,  the  ban- 
quet speaker,  gave  the  young 
people  "food  for  thought"  as  he 
reminded  them  of  the  great 
needs  in  our  world  and  chal- 
lenged Brethren  young  people 
to  give  their  time  and  gifts  in  a 
sacrificial  spirit. 

Evening  Session 

By  the  time  the  pastors  got 
back  from  the  Crane  address, 
the  auditorium  was  filled  almost 
to  the  upper  balconies.  A.  F. 
Brightbill  was  leading  the  con- 
gregation, which  had  begun  to 
sing  like   a  trained  choir. 

Bro.  George  Detweiler  of 
Pennsylvania  had  charge  of  the 
devotions.  The  choir  sang  Fair- 
est Lord  Jesus  with  great  feel- 
ing! R.  E.  Mohler  of  Kansas  had 


The  young  people  are  depositing  the  money  saved  from  buying  candy, 
ice  cream,  etc.,  in  the  crystal  "conscience  column" 
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charge  of  the  offering  which  was 
for  the  Pension  Fund.  After  we 
had  sung  On  Christ  the  Solid 
Rock  I  Stand,  Dr.  Henry  Hitt 
Crane  spoke  on  the  subject,  The 
Christian's  Style.  ;. 

He  asked  us  what  was  the 
most  important  thing  we  might 
know  about  anyone  and  an- 
swered by  saying,  "It  is  his 
style."  This  is  the  thing  that 
is  peculiar  to  the  individual 
alone,  the  predominant  inner 
man.  We  know  an  artist  by  his 
style.  We  know  Jesus  by  his 
style.  It  is  unique,  it  is  God's 
style,  it  alone  reveals  God.  Je- 
sus reveals  the  style  of  the  uni- 
verse. The  details  about  him 
are  interesting  but  it  is  his  style 
that  is  the  key  to  everything. 
Love,  forgiveness,  courage, 
truth:   these  are  his  style.    Be- 


fore -  this  style  all  orthodoxies 
tremble.  It  is  world  shattering. 
We  must  get  this  style.  Then 
the  world  can  become  a  brother- 
hood— his  kingdom  can  come. 

We  sang  Thou  Art  the  Way 
and  went  out  into  the  night. 
Film  Preview 

Again  at  9:15  the  Black  and 
Silver  Room  was  well  filled  with 
interested  people  to  see  the  re- 
ligious films.  Two  were  pre- 
sented: Report  on  Refugees  and 
Sing  a  Song  of  Friendship. 

Friday  Morning 

Brethren  movement  began 
early  on  Friday  morning  as 
seems  to  be  characteristic  of 
Brethren.  The  youth  continued 
their  7  a.m.  breakfast  and  con- 
versations. Postbreakfast  con- 
ferences likewise  continued. 


Foreign  missions  talked  about 
Africa  and  Ecuador  under  the 
direction  of  Lucile  Heckman 
and  Ira  Petre. 

The  children's  workers  talked 
about  the  place  of  fellowship  in 
the  spiritual  life. 

The  CBYF  leaders  talked 
about  leadership. 

The  men's  work  discussed 
their  problems. 

Brethren  Service  discussed 
displaced  persons  under  the 
direction  of  Ray  M.  Petersime, 
layman  from  Ohio. 

The  Hour  of  Scripture 

Once  again  the  hour  directed 
to  Bible  study  introduced  us  to  a 
New  Testament  person  who  met 
Jesus.  After  a  devotional  period 
led  by  Bro.  Jacob  F.  Replogle, 
our  thoughts  were  turned  to 
Cleopas,  who  met  Jesus  along 
the  road  to  Emmaus.  The  speak- 
er, Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher,  used  a 
dramatic  way  of  telling  the 
story  of  Cleopas  and  his  well- 
known  meeting  with  Jesus.  He 
said  that  the  experience  of  Cle- 
opas illustrated  what  happens 
to  us  when  hope  is  gone  and  life 
is  empty.  But  when  hope  re- 
turns, when  we  look  again "  to 
a  living  Christ,  then  life  be- 
comes full.  As  Cleopas  discov- 
ered in  his  Easter  meeting  with 
Jesus,  the  Master  becomes 
known  to  us  as  we  possess  this 
hope.  But  such  a  knowledge 
must  be  shared.  Christians  to- 
day must  have  the  same  experi- 
ence of  Christ  in  order  to 
witness  to  his  power  and  to 
share  him  with  the  world. 

The  Business  Session 

Following  the  Bible  Hour  the 
delegates  quickly  took  their 
places  in  the  prescribed  places. 
Interest  in  the  business  seemed 
good.  The  audience  filled  the 
auditorium  up  to  the  second  bal- 
cony tier.  Bro.  Wampler  of 
China  opened  with  a  prayer. 
The  first  item  of  business  was 
Brotherhood  reports.  Raymond 
Peters,  general  secretary,  began 
the  reports,  explaining  the  work 
and  organization  of  the  board: 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

In  recent  months  our  daughter, 
twenty  years  old,  has  been  keeping 
company  with  a  young  man  who 
now  wants  to  marry  her. 

Her  father  and  I  are  greatly  dis- 
turbed. We  feel  he  is  not  worthy  of 
her.  She  is  our  only  child,  and  into 
her  childhood  years  and  her  later 
education  we  have  put  our  own 
lives,  our  money  and  much  sacri- 
ficial effort. 

If  is  hard  to  think  that  in  the 
future  she  might  be  unhappy,  or 
even  without  enough  money  to  live 
on.  Her  young  man  does  not  yet 
have  a  job.  How  do  we  know  he 
will  be  able  to  support  a  family? 
A  Concerned  Father  and  Mother. 

Dear  Friends: 

As  I  see  it,  you  have  a  limited  role 
to  play  from  here  on,  except  as 
your  daughter  seeks  your  counsel. 

Can  you  keep  these  in  mind? 
(1)  Your  daughter  may  yet  do  some 
further  careful  thinking  on  her  own 
about  the  kind  of  person  she  wants 
to  marry.  True  it  is,  movies  and 
lurid  fiction  have  influenced  many 
young  people  •  regarding  romantic 
love.  But  our  churches  and  schools 
and  camps  and  colleges  have  been 
giving  some  good  guidance  on  mar- 
riage in  recent  years;  your  daughter 
may  use  some  standards  of  her  own 
to  guide  her. 

(2)  Marriage  is  bound  to  carry 
many  uncertainties  for  the  best  of 


couples.  Jobs  can  fail;  sickness  can 
come.  The  most  promising  mar- 
riages cannot  be  guaranteed  to  be 
free  from  anxiety,  financial  difficul- 
ties, and  job  uncertainty.  Is  the 
young  man  able  to  carry  small  re- 
sponsibilities faithfully?  Is  he  able 
to  persevere?  Qualities  like  these 
count  for  the  future  jobs. 

(3)  Marriage  helps  young  people 
to  mature.  Responsibility  for  a  wife 
and  family  cause  many  a  young  man 
to  buckle  down,  to  work  hard,  and 
even  to  set  his  stakes  much  higher 
because  he  feels  he  has  to. 

(4)  If  you  are  Christian — as  I  be- 
lieve you  are — you  do  not  rank  so- 
cial success,  money  or  position  as 
the  tests  of  a  good  life,  but  rather 
integrity  of  character  and  service 
to  society.  The  founding  of  a  per- 
manent home  with  children  is  in 
itself  a  contribution  to  society. 

Perhaps  none  of  this  helps.  If  you 
can  refrain  from  offering  unasked 
for  advice,  you  may  yet  find  your 
daughter  seeking  her  parents'  help. 
If  and  when  she  does,  you  can  point 
out  to  her  the  difference  between 
infatuation  and  love  that  has  a  basis 
for  enduring.  You  can  invite  her 
friend  into  your  home  along  with 
other  friends,  where  she  may  make 
realistic  comparisons.  You  can  en- 
courage her  to  take  time  to  think 
it  through. 

But  parents  of  twenty-year-old 
children  are  mainly  to  "stand  by"! 
Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


he  presented  the  new  members 
of  the  staff,  Henry  Long  in 
audio-visual  education,  Kenneth 
Morse,  editor  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, Vernard  Eller  as  youth 
editor,  Hazel  Kennedy  as  chil- 
dren's editor,  Forrest  Groff  as 
building  counselor  and  Wendell 
Flory  as  assistant  in  missions. 
Harold  Row  reported  for  Breth- 
ren Service.  Bro.  C.  E.  Davis 
reported  on  Christian  Education, 
Edwin  Grossnickle  for  Finance, 
Leland  Brubaker  for  Foreign 
Missions.  He  presented  the 
names  of  the  new  missionaries 
for  this  year.  Brother  and  Sister 
George  Mason  of  Oregon  to  Chi- 


na and  Wilma  Schrag  of  Indiana 
to  Africa  and  Thelma  Halde- 
man  of  Pennsylvania  to  India. 
The  entire  audience  rose  to  ac- 
cept those  appointments.  Bro. 
Zunkel  reported  for  Ministry 
and  Home  Missions.  These  re- 
ports were  accepted  by  the  Con- 
ference. 

The  next  items  of  business 
were  the  acceptance  of  appoint- 
ments to  the  Council  of  Men's 
Work,  pastors'  association  and 
so  forth  as  presented  by  those 
various  groups. 

Continued    on    page    17 
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A  regional  training  school  will  be  held  at 
Camp  Mack,  Milford,  Ind.,  beginning  at  noon, 
Monday,  July  24,  and  continuing  through  noon, 
Saturday,  July  29.  Features  of  the  school  will 
be  a  laboratory  school,  units  on  home  and 
family  life,  alcohol  studies,  youth  work,  a 
peace  workshop,  and  classes  for  cabinet  mem- 
bers of  women's  work.  Other  classes  and 
special  interest  groups  will  round  out  the 
schedule.  For  particulars  communicate  with 
the  dean,  Galen  T.  Lehman,  regional  office, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 


More  than  sixty  delegates  from  the  United  States 
and  Canada  are  to  attend  the  World's  Christian  En- 
deavor Union  in  London,  England,  on  July  22-26.  World 
peace  and  evangelism  will  be  among  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed as  youth  from  many  countries  consider  the 
convention  theme,  The  Changeless  Christ  for  a  Changing 
World. 

Millions  of  gospel  tracts  will  be  produced  in  Japan 
under  a  project  which  has  just  been  launched  by  the 
American  Tract  Society  of  New  York.  The  society 
plans  to  meet  the  immediate  need  by  having  a  million 
tracts  printed  by  a  Japanese  commercial  printer.  An- 
other part  of  the  plan,  already  under  way,  is  to  set  up 
on  Japanese  soil  the  printing  equipment  to  turn  out 
tracts  from  manuscripts  prepared,  under  supervision 
of  the  society,  by  Japanese  nationals.  It  is  planned  to 
have  the  tracts  distributed  by  missionaries  and  native 
Christians. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  and  General  Board  offices  are  as  follows:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Fritz  of  Berlin,  Pa.;  Mary  E.  Knapp  of 
Minot,  N.  Dak.,  Mrs.  W.  Glenn  Swank  of  Poplar,  Mont., 
and  Mrs.  Mark  Emswiler  of  Fro  id,  Mont.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Connell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Deardorff,  all  of 
Brooklyn,  Iowa;  Mary  Alice  Overholser,  Madalene 
Anglemyer,  Dorthy  Hygema,  all  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  and 
Marian  Loucks  of  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Burger  of  Udell,  Iowa,  and  Oren  Gale  of  Moulton,  Iowa; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Richwine  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Grace 
Shakespeare,  Eleanor  Steel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Holsopple 
and  Muriel  Shakespeare,  all  of  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Mrs. 
E.  H.  Carbaugh  and  Mardella  Carbaugh,  both  of  Water- 
side, Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royal  W.  Knepper  of  Markleton, 
Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  A.  Neher  of  Tacoma,  Wash.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  A.  Brougher  of  Markleton,  Pa.,  and 
Irene  Meyers  of  UniontOwn,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Myers  and  Milton  of  Denver,  Colo.;  Mrs.  Hattie  G. 
Myers  of  La  Verne,  Calif.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  D. 
Miller  and  Carol  and  Wanda  of  Nappanee,  Ind.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Myer  of  Leacock,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
E.  Kreider  of  Quarry ville,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Mohler 
and  son,  Edwin,  and  Mary  Spessard,  all  of  McPherson, 
Kansas;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Meyers  and  J.  Perry 
Prather,  all  of  Waterloo,  Iowa;  John  Brumbaugh,  Jr., 
of  Conemaugh,  Pa.;  Violet  Knight  of  Thorhild,  Alberta, 
Canada,  and  Norman  Knight  of  Chungking,  China;  Mrs. 
Chester  Murrey  of  the  Monitor  church,  Conway,  Kansas. 
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Myron  C.  Horst  writes  that  he  still  has  some  copies 
left  of  the  memorial  anthem,  Prayer.  Anyone  desiring 
a  copy  of  this  should  write  Bro.  Horst  at  Boxv  63, 
Grampian,  Pa.  The  copies  are  free.  He  will  also  include 
with  the  copy  of  Prayer,  his  new  hymn,  God  of  Today. 

Monk  in  Armour,  which  ran  serially  in  Horizons,  the 
youth  paper,  will  appear  in  book  form  in  the  early  part 
of  October;  it  is  the  October  selection  for  the  Family 
Bookshelf.  To  be  published  by  the  Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press,  Monk  in  Armour  is  a  novel  by  Gladys  Barr  based 
on  the  life  of  Martin  Luther. 

Mrs.  Helena  Kruger,  field  representative  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission  for  displaced  persons 
and  refugees,  was  injured  in  an  automobile  accident 
on  one  of  her  visits  to  DP's.  Word  has  come  since  that 
she  is  getting  along  nicely  and  will  soon  be  released  from 
the  hospital  and  will  return  to  her  home  for  a  period 
of  recuperation. 

Titchfield  Sabine,  a  Briton  who  has  lived  many  years 
in  the  United  States,  has  been  inspired  by  his 
observations  of  the  meetings  of  the  United  Nations 
to  write  a  song.  He  calls  it  A  United  Nations'  Song. 
Through  his  attendance  at  many  meetings  at  Lake 
Success  he  has  acquired  a  sympathy  for  the  delegates 
of  all  nations,  who  face  difficult  tasks.  He  hopes  to 
forward  the  common  cause  of  world  peace  a  little 
through  this  song. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  died  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  27,  at 
the  Presbyterian  hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  on  the  following 
Friday.  We  have  all  been  aware  that  Bro.  Ellis  has 
been  seriously  ill  for  a  number  of  weeks.  Our  sympathy 
goes  to  the  family  in  their  great  loss.  The  church  has 
lost  a  leader.  An  account  of  Bro.  Ellis'  service  to  educa- 
tion and  the  Brotherhood  will  appear  later  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  Ova  Edwards  of  White  Pine,  Term.,  in  the  Pleasant  View- 
church,  Tenn.,  July  2-16. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Hyndman  church,  Pa. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Dixon  church,  111. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Carthage  church,  Mo. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Quakertown  church. 
Pa. 

Nineteen  added  by  baptism  and  letter  in  the  Denver  church, 
Colo. 

Twelve  baptized  and  fifteen  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt.  Morris 
church,  111. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Meadow  Branch 
church,  Md. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Rock  Run 
church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Florence 
church,  Mich. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  South  Beatrice 
church,  Nebr. 

Twenty  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Newport 
News  church,  Va. 

Calendar  for  July  16 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Ruth,  a  Symbol  of  Family  Loyalty. — 
Ruth.  Memory  Selection:  And  Ruth  said,  Intreat  me  not  to  leave 
thee,  or  to  return  from  following  after  thee:  for  whither  thou 
goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge:  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God.    Ruth  1:16. 

CBYF  Topic  for  July,  Nature  Declares  His  Glory. 


Conference  Is  in  Session 

Continued  from  page  15 

The  first  item  of  unfinished 
business  concerned  the  place  of 
women  in  the  ministry  and  the 
life  of  the  church.  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  make  a 
study  of  this  to  report  next  year: 
T.  F.  Henry,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Bowman, 
Everett  R.  Fisher,  DeWitt  L. 
Miller,  Ruth  Shriver. 

The  Brotherhood  Board  was 
granted  more  time  to  study  the 
question  of  homes  and  milder 
climate  for  older  folks. 

The  committee  to  study  the 
redistribution  of  districts  was 
likewise  continued. 

The  suggested  revision  of  the 
Brotherhood  organization  called 
forth  some  amendments  and 
changes.  Before  this  could  be 
completed  the  hour  of  noon  ad- 
journment had  arrived. 

Brethren  Service  Luncheon 

More  than  400  persons  at- 
tended the  Brethren  Service 
luncheon  at  the  Fountain  Street 
Baptist  church.  In  spite  of  the 
short  time  available  at  the  noon 
hour,  this  luncheon  provided  an 
opportunity    to    bring    together 


the  active  leaders  and  enthusias- 
tic supporters  of  the  Brethren 
Service  program.  Bro.  Hylton 
Harman,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mission, acted  as  toastmaster. 
Harold  Row,  commission  secre- 
tary, introduced  commission  and 
staff  members,  along  with  sev- 
eral workers  who  have  been 
closely  identified  with  the 
Brethren  Service  program.  Rev. 
Garland  Hopkins,  associate  edi- 
tor of  the  Christian  Century, 
was  introduced.  He  commented 
briefly  on  the  contributions  of 
Brethren  Service. 

M.  R.  Zigler  reviewed  the 
growth  and  development  of 
Brethren  Service  activities.  He 
reminded  us  that  we  were  able 
to  move  out  quickly  on  a  service 
program  because  we  have  a  con- 
stituency that  believes  in  feed- 
ing the  hungry.  He  emphasized 
the  witness  that  our  stand  on 
war  had  given  and  the  recog- 
nition it  received.  He  urged  us 
to  learn  to  do  good  in  our  home 
communities  and  to  work  more 
intensively  through  the  church- 
es for  the  cause  of  peace. 

Hour  of  Meditation 

Friday  afternoon  at  1:30  Elias 


Brightbill  led  the  audience  in  a 
hymn.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff  of  Cali- 
fornia led  us  in  meditation  on 
The  Life  of  the  Spirit  — The 
Transformed  Life.  He  feels  that 
the  church  should  blossom  out 
as  a  rose  bud  opens  into  a  full 
bloom.  As  the  people  get  close 
to  God  they  become  Godlike.  An 
example  of  this  is  the  experience 
of  Moses  on  the  mountain.  We 
need  a  fresh  experience  with 
Christ  that  will  transform  our 
lives  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
church  in  the  world  today.  Why 
should  the  church  carry  a  candle 
when  God  wants  it  to  carry  a 
floodlight? 

Afternoon  Business  Session 

This  session  continued  the 
discussion  of  church  organiza- 
tion which  was  begun  in  the 
morning.  Instead  of  accepting 
a  recommendation  of  Standing 
Committee,  the  delegate  body 
voted  a  substitute  motion  which 
asked  that  a  new  committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  revisions 
in  our  Brotherhood  organization 
and  to  bring  a  report  to  a  later 
Conference. 

Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  served  as 
moderator  during  the  discussion 
of  the  report  on  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America.  After  the  report  was 
read  and  explained,  he  stated 
that  it  was  not  clear  to  everyone 
as  to  whether  we  are  automatic- 
ally members  of  the  new  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ.  Therefore,  Standing 
Committee  brought  a  recom- 
mendation that  we  send  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Council. 

The  discussion  on  this  matter 
gave  an  opportunity  for  a  open 
airing  again  of  our  relationship 
to  the  Federal  Council.  There 
were  some  delegates  who,  call- 
ing attention  to  dissension  in 
their  churches  over  the  Federal 
Council,  believed  that  for  the 
sake  of  unity  we  should  not  send 
delegates.  Others  asked  for 
more  information  concerning 
the  purposes  and  program  of  the 


Meeting  old  friends,  making  new  ones,  visiting  with  members  of  the 
family  from  other  sections — all  these   are   a   big  part  of  Conference 
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National  Council.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  we  could  have  a 
consultative  relationship  with- 
out joining,  but  we  could  best 
continue  the  co-operative  work 
we  have  been  sharing  in  by 
sending  representatives  to  the 
National  Council. 

There  were  many  comments 
on  both  sides  and  the  moderator 
tried  to  let  everyone  speak  who 
desired.  Finally  the  question 
was  put  to  a  vote;  544  voted  for 
the  motion  to  send  representa- 
tives to  the  National  Council  and 
130  opposed  it. 

These  discussions  had  taken 
the  time  allotted  for  the  after- 
noon session. 

Educational  Dinner 

At  5:00  p.m.  several  hundred 
college  teachers,  trustees,  alum- 
ni and  interested  friends  gath- 
ered at  the  Baptist  church  for 
the  educational  dinner. 

After  the  meal  Dr.  Warren 
Hopkins  of  the  Christian  Cen- 
tury was  introduced  as  were 
other  visiting  persons  including 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  oldest  living 
Brethren  college  president.  Five 
distinguished  service  certificates 
were  awarded:  C.  L.  Rowland, 
music,  Juniata;  H.  H.  Nye,  his- 
tory and  Political  Science, 
Juniata;  W.  W.  Slabaugh,  New 
Testament,  Bethany;  J.  E. 
Keller,  business  and  finance, 
Bethany;  Edward  C.  Bixler,  ed- 
ucation, Latin,  archeology,  Blue 
Ridge,  retired.  Each  of  these 
had  given  at  least  thirty  years 
in  higher  education  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Three 
college  presidents  who  have 
died  during  the  past  year  were 
mentioned:  G.  N.  Falkenstein, 
J.  I.  Baugher,  D.  W.  Kurtz.  The 
La  Verne  boys  again  sang  very 
beautifully. 

Dr.  Conrad  Bergendoff  of  Au- 
gustana  College,  111.,  spoke  on 
Education — for  What  Life? 

"The  colleges,"  he  said,  "are 
the  front  line  of  progress  in 
every  area.  If  our  youth  are  not 
prepared  for  tomorrow,  we  can- 
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not  have  much  of  a  tomorrow. 
We  must  not  educate  for  life 
as  it  is,  but  as  it  is  to  be.  This 
is  a  denial  of  modern  supposedly 
scientific  education,  but  it  must 
be  a  part  of  Christian  education. 
We  must  set  up  ideals  and  edu- 
cate for  them,  for  the  life  which 
ought  to  be.  The  Christian  col- 
lege must  train  a  type  of  teacher 
who  will  teach  for  ideals  in  the/ 
secondary  and  elementary 
schools  also." 

General  Evening  Session 

After  a  short  period  of  hymn 
singing  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bow- 
man led  in  the  devotional  serv- 
ice. The  men  of  the  Conference 
choir  sang  a  stirring  arrange- 
ment of  the  hymn,  Rise  Up,  O 
Men  of  God.  Once  again  the  en- 
tire choir  presented  an  anthem 
based  upon  a  familiar  hymn, 
Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  Al- 
mighty. 

The  Conference  director  made 
a  brief  statement  concerning  the 
Conference  expenses  and  asked 
for  a  generous  offering  to  care 
for  the  excellent  provisions  for 
our  1950  sessions. 

The  speaker  for  the  evening 
was  Dr.  Conrad  Bergendorff, 
president  of  Augustana  College. 
Calling  on  us  to  have  the  mind 
in  us  that  is  in  Christ,  he  pointed 
to  the  false  ideas  and  mis- 
leading notions  that  have  even 
penetrated  the  thinking  of 
Christians.  He  showed  how  ma- 
terialism has  influenced  our 
thinking  about  the  human  body, 
even  about  the  significance  of 
what  God  did  in  the  body  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  He  asserted  that  the 
failure  to  believe  and  obey  God 
leads  one  to  believe  and  obey 
the  false  gods  of  the  state. 

Our  fault  is  not  that  we  do  not 
know  enough,  but  rather  that 
we  do  not  do  what  we  know. 
The  mind  of  Christ  can  show  us 
what  we  are  and  who  he  is. 

Late  Evening  Business  Session 

Because  of  the  heavy  press  of 
business  and  the  fact  that  very 
free  delegate  discussion  kept 
the   items   from  being   covered 


very  rapidly  it  was  necessary  to 
call  a  special  business  meeting 
from  9:15  to  10:30  p.m.  Many 
hundreds  of  people  remained  for 
it  in  addition  to  the  delegates. 

M.  R.  Zigler  brought  the  re- 
port from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  which  was  gratefully 
received. 

The  report  of  the  Fraternal 
Relations  Committee  was  re- 
ceived. The  fraternal  delegate, 
Bro.  Willis  Ronk  from  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  was  introduced.  He 
spoke  words  of  greeting  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  since  we 
like  each  other  as  much  as  we 
do  a  wedding  ought  to  take  place 
soon.  Bro.  I.  N  H.  Beahm  spoke 
to  us  also  reiterating  his  frater- 
nal feeling  and  expressing  a 
hope  that  all  Brethren  should 
soon  again  be  one. 

Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  gave  the 
report  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.     It  was  accepted. 

Earl  H.  Kurtz  reported  for 
the  Publishing  House.  He 
strongly  urged  the  continued 
and  widespread  use  of  Brethren 
literature,  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger and  other  Brethren  papers. 
His  report  was  accepted. 

Harl  Russell  reported  on  the 
Pension  Plan,  which  now  enrolls 
598  individuals.  It  was  accepted. 

Edwin  Grossnickle  reported 
concerning  finances.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

Next  the  Conference  turned 
to  items  of  new  business.  The 
first  query  was  from  Pasadena, 
Calif.  It  suggested  ways  to  en- 
large our  international  and 
peace  service.  After  some  dis- 
cussion, it  was  referred  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  for 
consideration  and  implementa- 
tion. 

At  10:30  the  session  was 
closed.  A  telegram  from  C.  C. 
Ellis  was  read  and  a  prayer  was 
led  by  Edward  K.  Ziegler. 


The  Conference  reporting  will  be  con- 
tinued next  week.  We  hope  that  these 
accounts  of  the  Conference  sessions'  as 
well  as  the  pictures  will  convey  to  you 
at  home  information  and  some  of  the 
inspiration  of  this   meeting. 


Saturday  Morning 

Breakfast  and  Postbreakfast 

Conferences 

The  youth  continued  with 
breakfast  discussions  as  on  pre- 
vious mornings.  Other  break- 
fasts likewise  were  set  up  as  for 
instance  the  consultative  com- 
mittee for  home  and  family  life. 
Postbreakfast  conferences  were 
held  also  as  on  other  mornings! 

The  Brethren  Service  section 
was  chaired  by  John  D.  Long; 
it  was  addressed  by  German 
high  school  students.  The  chil- 
dren's workers  talked  about 
children  and  prayer.  The  for- 
eign missions  group  featured 
India  with  H.  S.  Minnich,  the 
Bhagats  and  J.  M.  Blough  on  the 
program.  The  Bethany  directors 
likewise  met. 

Annual  Conference  Crowd 

The  city  papers  this  morning 
announce  that  this  is  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Grand 
Rapids  that  the  city  finds  itself 
embarrassed  for  lack  of  space. 
The  mayor  has  had  to  send  out 
emergency  calls  for  housing,  but 
fortunately  more  homes  have 
been  opened  and  last  night 
everyone  found  lodging.  Some 
are  sleeping  on  the  floors  in  the 
hotels.  They  anticipate  even 
greater  crowds  today  and  to- 
morrow. 

Hour  of  Scripture 

Clarence  H.  Rosenberger  was 
chairman  of  this  hour.  Dave 
Albright  led  the  singing.  W.  W. 
Slabaugh,  great  New  Testament 
teacher  of  Bethany,  led  the  med- 
itation. The  Biblical  character 
he  interpreted  was  Paul.  Among 
the  things  he  said  was  that  Paul 
undertook  diligently  to  be  an  in- 
terpreter of  Christ  but  that  he 
was  bound  at  times  by  his  Jew- 
ish background  and  training. 
We  must  measure  Paul's  state- 
ments by  Christ's  character  and 
be  patient  with  him  where  he 
failed  to  interpret  him  fully.  To 
Paul  Christ  was  everything;  he 
attempted  to  make  a  complete 
union  with  Christ.  He  was  the 
most  consecrated  of  all  Christian 


workers,  the  greatest  of  all  mis- 
sionaries. He  caught  a  vision 
of  the  Lord  and  undertook  to 
live  it  and  interpret  it.  So 
should  we. 

Business  Session 

When  the  delegates  met  on 
Saturday  morning  they  came 
with  a  mind  to  work.  The  next 
two  hours  were  given  to  a  con- 
sideration of  several  queries. 
The  first  question  concerned  a 
study  of  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service.  After  hearing  favor- 
able comments  concerning  the 
program  from  the  volunteers 
and  from  those  who  had  seen 
them  in  action,  there  was  a 
unanimous  vote  to  proceed  with 
the  study  requested.  A  large 
number  of  young  people  attend- 
ed this  morning  business  session. 

A  request  to  reconsider  the 
action  in  regard  to  a  layman 
serving  as  moderator  of  a  local 
church  was  not  granted.  An- 
other request  for  a  study  of  the 
location  and  program  of  some 
of  our  institutions  was  respect- 
fully returned. 

Several  queries  were  con- 
cerned with  local  church  and 
ministerial  questions.  The  rec- 
ommendation of  Standing  Com- 
mittee that  these  be  studied  by 
a  committee  was  approved.  Two 
queries  dealt  with  ministerial 
placement,  one  with  pastoral  ap- 
prenticeship, another  with  care 
of  rural  churches.  The  same 
committee  was  asked  to  study 
the  question  of  the  participation 
of  members  of  other  churches  in 
our  love  feast.  A  query  con- 
cerning the  equalization  of  pas- 
tors' salaries  was  referred  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  for 
study. 

The  delegates  approved  a  re- 
quest of  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary for  permission  to  solicit 
funds  for  memorial  windows  in 
their  new  chapel. 

Some  time  was  given  to  con- 
sidering the  Brotherhood  Fund 
for  the  seven-month  period  end- 
ing Oct.  1.  Because  of  the 
change  in  the  fiscal  year,  many 
persons  urged  not  only  the  ac- 


ceptance of  the  budget  but  an 
increased  effort  to  raise  it.  Bro. 
B.  F.  Stauffer,  a  layman,  asked 
for  a  show  of  hands  by  those 
who  would  ask  at  least  ten  per- 
sons to  give  more  than  their 
usual  contributions  in  this 
period.  A  large  number  of  del- 
egates raised  their  hands. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this 
period  the  Conference  heard  a 
short  statement  by  Dr.  James 
M.  Crain,  a  representative  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  who  has 
worked  with  Brethren  in  relief 
and  peace  efforts. 

Men's  and  Women's  Work 

Luncheon 

Allen  Weldy,  chairman  for  the 
joint  men  and  women's  lunch- 
eon, asked  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher  of 
the  women's  council  and  Wil- 
lard  Powers  of  the  men's  council 
to  introduce  the  members  of 
their  national  groups.  Special 
musical  numbers  included  a  solo 
by  Prof.  Elias  Brightbill  and 
three  numbers  by  the  La  Verne 
College  Melodiaires. 

Rev.  Roy  W.  Barber,  a  Baptist 
minister  who  serves  as  Protes- 
tant chaplain  of  the  state  prison 
of  Southern  Michigan,  spoke  in- 
formally concerning  his  work, 
described  the  attitudes  and  ten- 
dencies of  those  with  whom  he 
works. 

Saturday  Afternoon 

Hour  of  Meditation 

Concluding  the  series  of  medi- 
tations on  the  Life  of  the  Spirit, 
Bro.  Robert  L.  Sherfy  spoke  of 
the  Commissioned  Life.  His 
message  emphasized  the  fruits 
of  the  life  in  Christ.  He  illus- 
trated the  sense  of  commission 
that  guided  Jesus.  But  we  also 
have  a  commission.  We  are  not 
to  be  satisfied  with  finding  shel- 
ter in  our  faith.  We  have  tasks 
to  fulfill.  We  ought  to  have  the 
motivation  Jesus  had,  and  to  be 
guided  by  the  "brother-heart." 
We  are  saved — but  to  serve.  The 
commissioned  life  is  a  life  of 
daily  action. 
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An  Offering's  Adventures 
in  Brethrenlond 


MANY  readers  will  recall  the 
One  Great  Hour  offering  last 
March.  This  was  an  interde- 
nominational campaign  sponsored 
by  Church  World  Service.  Money 
given  in  Brethren  congregations  was 
to  be  sent  directly  to  Elgin,  however, 
for  use  in  the  Brethren  Service 
relief  and  rehabilitation  program. 

Shortly  after  the  offering  Church 
World  Service  requested  a  report  on 
the  amount  given  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  To  get  this  informa- 
tion, our  promotion  office  sent  post- 
card .  questionnaires  to  all  our 
churches  asking  whether  an  offering 
had  been  taken  and  the  amount 
received.  Comments  or  reactions 
were  invited. 

From  our  thousand  churches  a 
little  more  than  three  hundred  re- 
plies were  received.  Because  the 
comments  in  these  replies  are  in- 
teresting and  revealing,  we  are  tak- 
ing the  liberty  of  publishing  some 
of  them.  To  avoid  embarrassment, 
the  authors  are  not  identified. 

Favorable  Comments 

An  encouraging  number  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  offering.  Some 
of  the  comments  were: 

"This  united  effort  has  an  appeal, 
and  some  give  more  liberally  than 
they  ordinarily  would.  While  the 
need  lasts,  it  should  be  kept  up." 

"We  were  happy  to  take  part  in 
this  One  Great  Hour  effort.  Our 
people  need  to  have  the  needs  of  the 
world  kept  before  them  all  the 
time." 

"This  helps  here  to  enlarge  the 
giving  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund." 

"A  great  and  worthy  project. 
Unitedly  we  get  radio  time  other- 
wise unavailable." 


AUGUST  EMPHASIS 


on  world  frontiers 

in  missions  and 

service 
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"A  mighty  fine  thing." 

"Gives  a  new  approach  to  the 
matter  of  giving  to  relief.   I  like  it." 

"It  is  a  splendid  co-operative  ef- 
fort. We  gain  something  by  the 
wide  publicity  given." 

"The  service  we  held  went  over 
very  nicely.  The  pastor  used  as  his 
subject,    The   Hour   Has   Come.' " 

"We  want  our  Brotherhood  to 
continue  support  of  Church  World 
Service." 

"This  emphasis  helps  in  getting 
an  early  start  in  the  new  year's 
budget." 

A  tiny  church  in  the  West  which 
has  long  had  a  record  for  extra- 
ordinary per  capita  giving  sent  $45 
and  said, 

"Only  a  few  members  here.  A 
Lutheran  family  attends  services; 
they  give  their  offerings  along  with 
the  members  here.  Only  thirteen 
present  on  that  day." 

Along  with  a  substantial  gift  of 
money,  one  report  reads, 

"A  nice  lot  of  clothing,  dried  milk 
and  other  foods,  grease,  etc.,  also 
contributed." 

Some  Obstacles 

Because  One  Great  Hour  is  inter- 
denominational, the  Brethren  could 
not  control  the  date  selected.  March 
12,  of  course,  came  too  soon  after 
our  Achievement  Offering  late  in 
February.  Our  promotion  office  was 
fully  aware  of  this,  but  could  not 
change  the  date.  Many  churches 
took  no  offering  for  this  reason. 
Some  took  an  offering  but  pointed 
out  that  it  was  smaller  than  it  would 
have  been  on  a  better  date.  One 
church  said, 

"T  h  e  Brotherhood-close-of-the- 
year  offering  was  held  by  our  con- 
gregation too  close  to  the  One  Great 
Hour.  To  the  first  we  gave  $600 
plus;  to  the  second,  the  One  Great 
Hour,  $140." 

Under  the  circumstances  this 
seems  an  admirable  response. 

One  church,  although  it  did  not 
ask  for  money,  did  something  else. 

"We  had  pressed  hard  for  the 
Achievement  Offering,  and  felt  we 


could  not  repeat  so  soon.  But  we 
did  gather  a  lot  of  relief  clothing, 
shoes,  etc.,  on  that  day  which  we 
sent  via  the  B.S.C.  truck." 

Various  congregations  still  lift  a 
monthly  offering  for  Brethren  Serv- 
ice. In  most  of  these  cases,  the 
churches  apparently  felt  that  they 
could  not  stress  One  Great  Hour 
because  the  regular  monthly  date 
was  at  another  time.  But  two 
churches  said, 

"It  was  our  regular  Brethren 
Service  offering  Sunday  and  was 
sent  in  as  such,  but  we  stressed  One 
Great  Hour." 

"We  lifted  the  One  Great  Hour 
offering  besides  our  monthly  offer- 
ing for  Brethren  Service." 

It  has  been  suggested  that  some 
of  these  churches  might  have  moved 
their  regular  monthly  Brethren 
Service  offering  to  the  One  Great 
Hour  date,  thus  taking  advantage  of 
the  special  radio  and  other  publicity. 

Churches  with  modern  "unified 
budgets"  also  had  difficulty  recog- 
nizing One  Great  Hour.  There 
were  several  comments  like  the 
following: 

"With  our  unified  budget  set  up 
as  it  is,  we  felt  it  unwise  to  engage 
in  this  effort  this  year." 

"We  have  recently  inaugurated 
systematic  giving  through  weekly 
envelopes,  a  specific  amount  pledged 
to  Conference  Fund  and  district 
work.  Special  offerings  at  present 
meet  with  little  success." 

Reasons  for  No  Offering 

A  substantial  number  of  the 
churches  reporting  did  not  take  an 
offering  for  other  reasons,  some- 
times rather  unusual  ones. 

"Sickness  in  our  home  made  it 
impossible  for  me  to  push  One  Great 
Hour.  ...  In  our  city  interest  seems 
to  be  on  the  wane.  I  took  this  up 
with  our  city  ministerium  and  to  my 
amazement  found  the  churches  were 
losing  interest  in  the  movement." 

"March  12  was  our  day  of  church 
dedication." 

"Gave  offerings  to  missions,  our 
college  and  the  Red  Cross  during  the 
last  of  February." 


"Our  church  was  closed  for  re- 
modeling on  this  Sunday." 

"We  are  giving  10%  of  income  to 
missions  and  are  just  at  this  time 
trying  to  get  our  building  fund 
raised." 

"We  were  stressing  our  thirty- 
sixth  anniversary  as  a  congregation 
and  lifted  an  offering  for  our  church 
roof  fund." 

"We,  a  small  congregation,  had 
stressed  Achievement  Offering,  paid 
off  a  bus,  and  raised  $600  cash  on  a 
$1,500  basement  improvement  bill 
just  before  this  offering." 

Some  Exceptions 

On  the  other  hand  churches, 
which  might  have  justifiably  ex- 
cused themselves  gave  just  the 
same.  Although  one  church  was  en- 
gaged in  a  building  program  "which 
requires  much  money,"  they  gave  a 
substantial  offering. 

Another  church  said, 

"We  appreciated  the  good  material 
for  distribution  and  the  newspaper 
and  radio  coverage.  Our  offering 
would  have  been  larger,  but  we  re- 
ceived a  missionary  offering  of  $103 
on  the  same  day.  Their  Brethren 
Service  offering  was  $47." 

Not  in  Sympathy 

A  few  churches  expressed  opposi- 
tion to  the  One  Great  Hour  offering. 

"A  number  of  our  folks  do  not 
think   too    much    of   the    program." 

"We  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
church  program." 

"Definitely  sharp  local  reaction 
against  this,  displaced  persons  and 
service  program  generally." 

One  pastor,  although  he  sent  a 
remittance,   said, 

"I  would  like  to  see  this  effort 
expended  for  missions  .  .  .  for  the 
salvation  of  souls." 

The  Other  Seven  Hundred 

Nearly  seven  hundred  churches 
did  not  bother  to  answer  the  ques- 
tionnaire. What  these  did  about  the 
offering  and  how  they  felt  about  it 
is  difficult  to  know.  Doubtless  some 
gave  money  for  One  Great  Hour. 
It  seems  likely,  however,  that  many 
who  did  not  reply  did  not  partici- 
pate either.  This  may  be  because 
One  Great  Hour  is  a  newer  offering 
than  some  others  which  we  have 
come  to   appreciate. 

Looking  Ahead 

It  will  soon  be  time  for  another 
offering  of  great  interest  to  Brethren 
Service.  That  is  the  August  Em- 
phasis. The  idea  of  a  harvest  offer- 
ing is  not  new  to  our  people.  It 
has  Biblical  foundations.  Let  us 
hope  that  many  churches  will  find 
it  possible  to  observe  the  August 
Emphasis.  Even  a  small  offering  is 
better  than  none.  It  will  help  the 
cause  and  also  the  churches  which 


give.  We  appreciate  that  in  which 
we  have  a  part.  When  we  stand 
aloof,  it  is  easier  to  be  critical. 

The  August  Emphasis  offerings 
will  be  divided  equally  between  for- 
eign missions  and  Brethren  Service 
relief      and      rehabilitation      work. 


News  from  New  Windsor . . . 

The  Joanna  Methodist  church, 
Pennsylvania,  made  its  visit  to  New 
Windsor  a  community-sized  project 
recently.  Thirty-five  persons  in 
seven  cars,  the  trunks  filled  with  365 
pounds  of  clothing,  toys  for  the  D.P. 
children  and  a  baby  carriage  made 
up  this  interesting  caravan  of  visi- 
tors. They  also  gave  $5.00  to  purchase 
other  toys.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kruppen- 
bach,  the  parents  of  Jane,  a  member 
of  the  March  B.V.S.  unit,  were  en- 
thusiastic members  of  this  party. 

The  volunteers  of  the  center  have 
been  painting  the  Negro  church 
south  of  New  Windsor  as  a  practical 
community  project.  The  completion 
of  this  work  was  celebrated  by  a 
dinner  party  given  by  the  Negro 
members  of  the  church  to  all  those 
who  helped  do  the  painting. 

The  center  personnel  gave  a 
kitchen  shower  to  the  Kotliarewsky 
family  who  have  taken  up  residence 
at  the  center.  Mr.  Kotliarewsky  is  a 
wood  carver  and  plans  to  set  up  his 
shop  in  the  basement  of  the  process- 
ing building. 

The  eighth  shipment  of  heifers  to 
refugee  farmers  in  Western  Ger- 
many left  New  York,  June  2.  These 
fifty-eight  heifers  and  one  bull  bring 
the  total  number  of  animals  in  Ger- 
many to  474  cattle  and  10  goats. 
Cowboys  attending  the  June  2  ship- 
ment of  heifers  are  Willard  Evans  of 
Lima,  Ohio;  Clarence  Gerig  of  Crab- 
'tree,  Oregon;  Dixon  Yaste  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland.  Willard  is  Presby- 
terian and  plans  to  remain  for  the 
summer  in  a  Brethren  work  camp  in 
Germany.  Dixon,  who  is  Lutheran, 
will  attend  a  project  of  his  church  in 
Berlin,  and  Clarence,  who  is  Men- 
nonite,  plans  to  remain  only  long 
enough  to  observe  the  program  of 
the  heifer  project  as  it  is  carried  on 
for  the  rehabilitation  of  refugee 
farmers. 

Visitors  recently  included  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  S.  Rodabaugh  of  Basil,  Ohio; 
Dr.  Homer  Burke,  director  of  the 
Castaner,  Puerto  Rico,  project; 
Frank  Merkle  and  family  of  Clay- 
pool,  Ind.,  Murray  Wagner  of  Weyers 
Cave,  Va.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  and 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Rushline,  all  of  Frostburg, 
Md.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  W.  Miller,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Lear,  and  Charles 
Hoover,    all   of   Carlisle,    Pa.;    Elder 


Minnesota    "Guinea 
Pigs"    Honored 

THOSE  who  remember  the  Min- 
nesota starvation  experiment  of 
CPS  days  will  be  interested  to 
learn  that  on  June  1  and  2  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota  held  a  two-day 
celebration  marking  the  completion 
of  the  scientific  studies  arising  out  of 
the  experiment.  Two  large  volumes 
of  medical  findings,  entitled  The  Bi- 
ology of  Human  Starvation,  are  cur- 
rently being  published  by  the 
university. 

The  Brethren  Service  Commission 
administered  the  CPS  unit  of 
"guinea  pigs"  for  this  experiment 
and  several  Brethren  boys  were  in 
the  group. 

The  university's  celebration  in- 
cluded a  conference  of  medical  and 
nutritional  authorities,  even  some 
from  abroad,  and  a  formal  dinner  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Ancel  Keys,  director  of 
the  experiment,  and  his  staff.  Sev- 
eral of  the  "guinea  pigs"  were  pres- 
ent. As  they  were  introduced  and 
spotlighted,  pictures  of  them  while 
in  a  state  of  starvation  were  thrown 
on  a  screen.  The  men  looked  much 
better  than  their  pictures. 

The  findings  in  this  experiment 
have  already  proved  of  great  help  in 
the  feeding  of  war  victims  during 
and  after  the  war. 


Premchand  Ganesh  Bhagat  of  India. 
Elder  Bhagat  is  the  first  delegate 
from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
India  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  America.  He  will  attend  Annual 
Conference. 

Harold  Beard  and  Ralph  Leckron 
piloted  a  truckload  of  heifers  to 
New  York.  Ralph  Strike  brought  in 
10,226  pounds  of  contributed  supplies 
from  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  from 
the  spring  overseas  relief  drive  put 
on  by  the  Wilmington  Council  of 
Churches,  Del. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  26,  a  special  serv- 
ice of  recognition  and  consecration 
was  held  at  the  Beaver  Creek 
Church  of  the  Brethren  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  for  Shirley  Ferguson,  who  is 
giving  one  year  to  the  Brethren 
Volunteer  Service  program.  Active 
in  both  the  local  and  district  CBYF 
programs,  Shirley  became  desirous 
of  volunteering  for  greater  service 
to  her  church.  She  finished  her 
training  at  New  Windsor  along  with 
thirteen  other  young  people  the  first 
of  May  and  is  now  working  at 
Taylors  Valley,   Va. 
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become  without  the  enlightenment 
and  stimulus  of  the  meetings  I  at- 
tended. I  do  not  know  of  a  better 
way  to  grow  pastorally  and  spiritual- 
ly than  by  attending,  with  serious  in- 
tent, Christian  conventions,  confer- 
ences and  institutes. 

How  well  I  still  recall  the  "set-up" 
the  Interchurch  World  Movement 
gave  me  through  attending  the  great 
meetings  conducted  at  Indianapolis 
for  all  pastors  of  the  state!  A  mem- 
ber of  my  church  said  to  another, 
"He  preaches  better  since  he  came 
back."  I  believe  I  did,  as  indeed  I 
should. 

Strengthening  religious  education 

Quite  early  in  my  ministry  I  be- 
came interested  in  religious  educa- 
tion as  a  major  element  in  a  good 
church  program  and  consequently  I 
attended  many  conventions  where 
the  content  and  method  of  religious 
education  were  set  forth.  This  in- 
cluded the  International  Council 
meetings,  which  I  attended  consist- 
ently through  many  years.  I  believe 
Sunday-school  superintendents  and 
teachers  would  testify  that  these 
meetings  helped  me  to  help  them  in 
their  Sunday-school  work.  They  also 
helped  qualify  me  for  leadership  in 

The  stimulus  of  Christian  conven- 
tions,   conferences    and    institutes 
often   serves  to   encourage  more 
diligent  study  and  reading 

Photo    by   Walter   Hering 


WHEN  I  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  one  church  I  was  informed 
that  I  could  be  free  to  attend 
any  conference,  convention  or  meet- 
ing, denominational  or  interdenomi- 
national, which  I  felt  would 
strengthen  my  ministry  to  that 
church.  I  had  already  been  in  the 
habit  of  availing  myself  of  the  value 
of  such  gatherings,  but  here  were 
folks,  seeing  their  value,  encourag- 
ing me  to  do  it  because  they  felt  it 
would  make  me  a  better  pastor. 

I  am  sure  attending  these  meet- 
ings did  make  me  a  better  pastor.  I 
have  often  wondered  how  stale  or 
stagnant   or   dilatory   I   might   have 


WE  CAN   GROW 
THIS   WAY 


H.  H.  Helman 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio 


22 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


A   Pastor  Tells  of   His   Experiences 
in    In-Service  Training 


Every  living  being  needs  to 
maintain  a  "growing  edge."  It  is 
true  in  the  realm  of  the  human 
mind  and  spirit  as  well  as  in 
the  physical  world  that  "when 
growth  ceases,  decay  sets  in." 

All  kinds  of  opportunities  are 
open  these  days  to  parents  and 
homemakers,  men  and  women  in 
the  professions,  farmers  and  mer- 
chants, and  indeed  almost  any 
kind  of  worker,  to  bring  to  bear 
on  their  tasks  more  and  more 
knowledge  and  skill,  so  that  they 
will  be  able  to  do  an  increasingly 
better  job.  Surely  in  the  work  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  it  behooves 
us  all  to  find  ways  of  constantly 
becoming  more  useful  and  worthy 
instruments. 

Sometimes  we  overlook  the  fact 
that  the  minister  is  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  His  work  calls  for 
tremendous  reserves  and  constant 
infilling.  Happy  is  the  church  that 
provides  the  opportunity  to  its 
minister  to  be  continually  growing 
in  service,  and  happy  is  the  min- 
ister who  sees  the  need. 


community  programs  of  religious 
education.  Likewise,  I  was  inspired 
by  youth  conventions  to  give  greater 
attention  to  my  local  youth  program, 
with  most  gratifying  success. 

The  pastor  and  rural  life 

When  I  became  a  rural  pastor  I 
began  to  attend  meetings  for  rural 
churchmen.  I  was  able,  in  the  decade 
of  serving  a  country  church,  to  come 
to  know  personally  most  of  the  na- 
tion's great  rural  churchmen  of  all 
denominations  and  was  inspired  by 
them  to  realize  and  help  develop  the 
Christian  possibilities  of  rural  life. 
I  wish  more  of  our  pastors  in  the 
open  country  and  in  the  small  towns 
would  avail  themselves  of  the  help  to 
be  had  by  becoming  active  in  rural 
life  organizations  and  attending  the 
inspirational  conferences  set  up  by 
them.  As  a  member  of  a  committee 
under  the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches 
we  helped  set  up  a  summer  graduate 
school  for  rural  leaders  at  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio,  in  an  attempt  to  bring 
our  pastors  in  the  state  the  same 
opportunity  which  has  formerly  been 
available  only  with  distant  travel. 
Ohio  pastors  who  read  this  should 
note  that  this  school  will  be  -held 
July  10-18  of  this  year.  Here  is  the 
possibility  for  a  rural  pastor  to  con- 
tinue to  grow  and  develop  as  a  real 
leader  in  a  rural  community. 

It  was  most  helpful  to  me  to  be 
able  to  attend  one  of  the  first  rural 
seminars  set  up  at  Washington,  D.C. 


I  would  not  take  a  great  deal  for 
what  I  learned  there.  The  break- 
down of  some  of  my  prejudices  was 
worth  the  trip!  Then  I  have  on  oc- 
casions attended  the  American 
Country  Life  Association  meetings. 
Here  I  discovered  what  nonchurch  as 
well  as  church  people  were  thinking 
about  rural  life.  There  was  arguing 
over  rural  policies  and  my  eyes  were 
opened  to  some  things.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  do  some  rethinking. 

Seminary  studies 

I  used  to  attend  ministers'  week  at 
the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary 
and  the  Alden-Tuthill  lectures, 
where  the  keenest  church  minds  of 
America  presented  the  Christian 
truth  with  more  intelligence  than  I 
was  always  able  to  follow  fully.  But 
they  drove  me  to  study  and  read 
more  diligently,  which  most  pastors 
neglect  unless  stimulated  somehow 
by  outside  influences.  There  were 
similar  lectures  at  Garrett  Biblical 
Seminary  of  which  I  availed  my- 
self and  which  were  equally  inspir- 
ational. At  that  time  I  lived  near 
these  two  great  schools. 

Special   summer  courses 

There  are  short  courses,  usually 
conducted  during  the  summer,  that 
are  not  too  far  distant  from  all  our 
pastors.  The  only  way  to  know  the 
benefits  of  such  courses  to  a  pastor 
who  wishes  to  continue  to  grow  is 
actually  to  attend  one.  In  June  there 
was  a  school  on  the  church  and 
economic  life,  held  at  Chicago  Uni- 
versity, which  a  department  of  the 
Federal  Council  helped  to  sponsor. 
There  is  the  Summer  School  of  Al- 
cohol Studies  at  Yale  University.  To 
be  held  this  summer  is  the  World 
Convention  on  Christian  Education 
at  Toronto,  which  I  understand  will 
be  generously  attended  by  our  peo- 
ple. This  should  help  keep  us  at  the 
front  in  religious  education. 

Pushing   back   spiritual   horizons 

Coming  up  constantly  there  are  re- 
treats and  ashrams,  conferences  and 
conventions,  institutes  and  schools 
which  are  conducted  to  enrich  the 
spiritual  and  mental  life  of  the  pas- 
tor. These  are  available  all  over 
America  and  are  a  great  blessing  to 
those  who  take  time  out  to  attend. 

Most  helpful  also  have  been  our 
own  Annual,  regional  and  district 
conferences.  We  do  not  need  to  say 
much  about  the  meetings  on  the  de- 
nominational level  because  our 
pastors  do  attend  these  rather  con- 
sistently. The  interdenominational 
meetings  have  been  helpful  to  me, 
but  I  needed  and  availed  myself  of 
the  inspiration  of  our   own   gather- 


ings. If  a  pastor  has  to  forego  at- 
tending either  I  believe  it  had  better 
be  the  outside  meetings.  But  don't 
forego  all  of  them. 

This  is  not  to  encourage  pastors  to 
be  gadabouts.  One  can  easily  be- 
come just  that.  Attending  these 
meetings  should  never  be  done  at  the 
expense  of  efficient  pastoral  work. 
Moreover,  attending  them  must  not 
put  us  at  a  greater  distance  from  the 
people  of  our  parish.  It  always 
seemed  to  me  that  my  own  parish 
and  my  own  members  and  my  own 
church  program  became  increasingly 
important  for  every  meeting  I  at- 
tended. These  meetings  ought  to  be 
attended  only  to  increase  our  power 
in  serving  the  churches  which  have 
called  us  to  be  their  leaders.  We 
Brethren  have  become  great  "copy- 
ists." Let  us  not  come  back  from 
these  schools,  institutes  and  confer- 
ences just  to  do  that,  but  with  the 
purpose  of  improving  ourselves  and 
our  leadership  within  the  framework 
we  have  at  home,  recognizing  both 
the  possibilities  and  the  limitations 
of  the  local  situation. 

No  pastor  can  be  too  busy  to  at- 
tend some  of  these  inspirational 
meetings.  When  he  is,  he  is  too  busy 
to  be  a  good  pastor. 

Five   Rules   for 
Congregational  Singing 

The  five  rules  or  suggestions 
which  John  Wesley  gave  in  his  day 
for  congregational  singing  are  still 
applicable: 

1.  All  sing.  See  that  you  join  with 
the  congregation  as  frequently  as 
you  can.  Let  not  a  slight  degree  of 
weakness  or  weariness  hinder  you. 
If  it  is  a  cross  to  you,  take  it  up 
and  you  will  find  a  blessing. 

2.  Sing  lustily  and  with  a  good 
courage.  Beware  of  singing  as  if 
you  were  half  asleep,  but  lift  up 
your  voice  with  strength. 

3.  Sing  modestly.  Do  not  bawl 
so  as  to  be  heard  above  or  distinct 
from  the  rest  of  the  congregation, 
but  strive  to  unite  your  voices  to- 
gether so  as  to  make  one  clear, 
melodious  sound. 

4.  Sing  in  time.  Whatever  time 
is  sung,  be  sure  to  keep  with  it. 
Do  not  run  before  or  stay  behind  it. 

5.  Above  all,  sing  spiritually. 
Have  an  eye  to  God  in  every  word 
you  sing.  In  order  to  do  this,  attend 
strictly  to  the  sense  of  what  you 
sing  and  see  that  your  heart  is  not 
carried  away  with  the  sound,  but 
offered  to  God  continually. 

— from  The  Walnut  Grove  Visitor. 
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4    Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneita  C.  Mow 


Right:  Because  Christian  doctors  and  nurses  cared  about  their  African 
brothers  these  babies  were  saved  irom  an  early  death 

Left:    The  Garkida  dispensary  to  which  many  Africans  come  for  help 
when  they  are  ill  or  injured 


Marianne    Michael 

Garkida,  North  Nigeria,  West  Africa 


Ale  nat  SfLGWiowd,  Bold  fart,  a  Petttuf? 


DEATH  came  by  my  house  one 
day,  and  it  was  not  a  pleasant 
sight.  The  late  afternoon  sun 
cast  the  grey  shadow  of  death  on  the 
sand  as  a  funeral  procession  came 
by.  I  stood  on  the  veranda  with 
my  own  new  Peter  Mack,  warm  and 
pink  in  my  arms,  as  I  heard  the  for- 
lorn cries  of  relatives  bearing  home 
the  corpse  of  an  African  mother  and 
the  still  form  of  her  newborn  babe. 
Tears  streamed  down  my  face  as  I 
thought  of  her  older  children  who 
must  be  even  now  sitting  quietly  be- 
side the  door  of  their  mother's  hut, 
eyes  wide,  hungry  likely  for  the  eve- 
ning meal  which  now  would  not  ap- 
pear, but  even  hungrier  for  the  love 
and  security  and  carefree  laughter 
which  too  had  gone  as  they  entered 
the    existence    of    a   pagan    orphan. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


How  it  must  grieve  the  great  heart 
of  God,  who  knows  the  flight  of 
every  sparrow,  to  watch  the  fall  of 
mother  and  child! 

In  the  cool  early  morning,  I  look 
out  to  where  the  village  women  are 
drawing  water  for  their  morning 
meal.  Sleep  has  renewed  their 
strength  and  heavy  water  pots  are 
no  burden  to  them  as  they  laugh 
and  talk  with  their  friends.  Again 
as  the  sun  drops  low  in  the  west,  I 
look  out  and  see  them,  slightly 
stooping  now,  heads  bent  as  they 
draw  water  for  the  night.  Voices 
are  hushed  too  as  they  part  for 
another  day.  This  day  has  brought 
sadness  into  the  home  of  one  of  the 
group;  a  young  son  of  school  age, 
her  first  born,  has  succumbed  to  a 
disease  for  which  Africa  has  no  cure. 
This  day's  sun  has  seen  the  breath 
go  out,  the  wasted  figure  laid  into 


its  rocky  tomb,  and  then  the  weary 
routine  of  the  compound  go  on  as 
before.  A  young  bird  with  wings 
untried  has  tumbled  from  its  nest. 

Every  year  the  hot  dry  winds 
that  blow  across  the  African  bush 
strike  terror  to  village  after  village 
in  this  area  because  the  season  coin- 
cides with  the  epidemic  of  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis.  A  strong  young 
African  may  one  evening  be  singing 
beside  his  fireside  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family  and  the  next  night  be 
writhing  in  an  agony  of  pain  from 
which  he  will  not  recover.  Last  year 
8,000.  Africans  died  in  lonely  out- 
villages  in  Northern  Nigeria  from 
that  disease  alone,  because  medical 
help  was  not  available.  A  shadow 
crosses  the  bright  face  of  God  as 
each  bird  dips  to  earth  and  dies. 

Sometimes  we  think  we  emphasize 
too  much  the  physical  condition  of 


the  people  with  whom  we  work — 
the  filthy  drinking  water,  the  ani- 
mals always  under  foot,  the  diseases 
which  ravage  whole  villages,  the 
mothers  who  never  live  to  hold  their 
newborn  child.  But  again,  if  a  mil- 
lion words  were  spoken,  it  could  not 
be  too  much  to  describe  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  live. 

The  mission  has  brought  a  hos- 
pital and  medicine  and  Christian 
care  into  limited  areas  of  this  tre- 
mendous     country.       Schools      are 


teaching  principles  of  cleanliness 
and  first  aid  which  will  eventually 
reach  compounds  far  out  and  around 
the  mission  stations.  But  a  short 
walk  through  any  African  village 
will  show  how  much  there  is  yet 
to  learn.  The  hospitals  are  filled 
with  the  afflicted.  But  how  many 
more  live  and  die  without  ever  feel- 
ing cool  relief  from  pain? 

Let  every  mother  who  can  wash 
her  child  with  soap,  every  person 
who  sits  down  to  a  table  with  warm 


nourishing  food,  every  child  who 
goes  to  school  with  clean  clothing 
and  handkerchief,  remember  his 
African  brother  who  is  bound  and 
fettered  by  intestinal  parasites,  fly- 
borne  diseases  and  unspeakable 
filth  on  every  side. 

If  the  world  is  poorer  by  the 
flight  of  one  bird,  how  great  is  the 
loss  from  the  death  of  a  human  be- 
ing? If  your  gift  to  medical  missions 
can  leave  the  world  richer  by  one 
song,  how  sweet  that  melody! 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


THERE  are  many  things  to  chal- 
lenge one  in  the  ministry.  With- 
out attempting  to  rate  them  in 
the  order  of  their  importance,  I  of- 
fer the  following  as  some  of  the 
reasons  why  I  find  the  pastoral 
ministry  such  a  challenging  voca- 
tion. 

1.  The  minister  meet  and  works 
with  the  finest  people  on  earth. 
There  are  no  better  people  than 
church  people.  In  every  parish,  the 
pastor  will  find  dozens  of  church 
members  who  are  the  salt  of  the 
earth.  It  is  his  privilege  and  joy 
to  work  with  them. 

2.  The  minister  has  opportunity 
to  read  the  finest  books  ever  writ- 
ten and  thus  become  acquainted 
with  the  saints  of  the  ages.  .His 
education  does  not  stop  with  college 
or  seminary.  Indeed,  further  study 
is  his  duty.  Therefore,  he  can  do 
in  his  regular  line  of  work  what 
others  can  do  only  in  their  leisure. 

3.  The  contacts  that  a  minister 
has  with  interdenominational  church 
leaders  are  invaluable.  He  meets 
the  "cream  of  the  crop"  from  all 
denominations. 

4.  The  pastor  ministers  to  people 
of  all  ages.  His  field  is  not  limited 
to  a  particular  age  group.  He  has 
the  opportunity  to  see  the  whole  of 
life. 

5.  The  pastor  is  called  upon  to 
serve  people  in  all  kinds  of  prob- 
lems. He  helps  people  buy  property, 
negotiate  loans,  make  out  wills,  and 
fill  out  their  income  tax  reports.  He 
counsels  with  young  people  about 
their  life  vocations,  about  selecting 
their  life  companions,  and  about 
establishing    their    homes.     He    ad- 


Galen  B.  Ogden 

La  Verne,   California 


vises  youth  as  to  their  college  edu- 
cation. He  is  often  called  upon  to 
help  settle  disputes  between  neigh- 
bors, family  arguments,  or  the  prob- 
lems relating  to  divorce  or  drunk- 
enness. People  come  to  their  pastor 
with  every  conceivable  type  of  prob- 
lem. The  pastor  is,  in  the  finest 
sense,  a  general  practitioner.  He  is 
the  shepherd  of  the  flock.  Whatever 
concerns  the  welfare  of  his  people 
concerns  him  also. 

6.  Church  members  and  citizens 
of  the  community  turn  to  their  pas- 
tor for  help  and  encouragement  dur- 
ing their  most  sacred  experiences — 
the  birth  of  a  child,  baptisms,  wed- 
dings, funerals.  It  is  the  high  privi- 
lege of  a  pastor  who  is  loved  and 
trusted  to  enter  into  the  holy  of 
holies   of  people's  lives. 

7.  There  is  no  talent  that  the 
Christian  minister  cannot  use  — 
preaching,  teaching,  singing,  dra- 
matics, art,  chalk  talks,  recreational 
leadership,  personal  counseling, 
mental  hygiene,  carpentering,  farm- 
ing, knowledge  of  church  architec- 
ture, landscaping,  bookkeeping,  of- 
fice management,  mimeographing, 
printing,  audio-visual  education, 
radio   and    television.      Nobody   has 


too  much  ability  to  be  a  Christian 
minister.  Most  of  us  have  too  lit- 
tle. Whatever  a  person's  abilities, 
he  can  rest  assured  that  the  Lord 
can  use  all  there  is  of  him  in  the 
pastoral  ministry. 

8.  The  need  is  great.  People 
everywhere  are  unhappy,  frustrated, 
and  bewildered.  They  need  the  gos- 
pel. They  need  the  church.  They 
need  the  friendly,  sympathetic  guid- 
ance of  a  pastor  who  is  a  real  shep- 
herd. The  pastor  can  always  feel 
that  he  is  working  at  a  job  that 
needs  to  be  done.  It  is  no  mere  busy 
work.  It  is  significant  in  terms  of 
individual  happiness  and  in  terms 
of  society's  welfare. 

9.  It  is  a  divine  calling.  When  the 
Lord  lays  his  hand  on  a  man,  he 
dares  not  say  "no." 

10.  The  pastoral  ministry  com- 
bines the  functions  of  prophet  and 
priest.  The  minister  speaks  to  the 
people  for  God  and  he  speaks  to 
God  for  the  people. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  reasons 
why  the  pastoral  ministry  offers 
such  a  challenge.  Many  others 
could  be  added.  Any  young  man 
who  is  thinking  about  the  ministry 
should  realize  that  it  is  a  high  call- 
ing, that  it  demands  all  his  re- 
sources, and  that  only  by  the  grace 
of  God  can  he  fulfill  its  responsi- 
bilities. 


AUGUST  EMPHASIS 
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Dear  Shareholders: 


Vyara,  Surat  Dist.,  India 


We  have  just  completed  a  tour  in  an  area  where  a  new 
church  is  coming  into  being.  We  wish  each  one  of  you  could  have 
joined  us  in  the  British  jeep  for  the  trip.  On  our  way  to  the 
proposed  church  center,  we  visited  two  schools  which  have  been 
serving  steadily  through  many  years.  The  teacher,  his  wife  and 
family  live  in  the  rooms  attached  to  the  schoolroom.  They  try 
earnestly  to  keep  Christ  before  the  people.  From  such  schools 
come  into  our  boarding  schools  the  boys  and  girls,  who  in  turn 
go  on  to  further  training  or  return  to  serve  their  communities. 

Two  days  ago  new  pupils  for  the  coming  boarding  school 
year  were  chosen.  It  was  thrilling  to  see  masters  from  villages 
near  and  far  walk  in  the  garden  path  with  their  groups  of  boys 
ready  to  enter  boarding.  A  number  of  fathers  had  come  along  and 
several  mothers.  In  the  office,  hour  after  hour,  Harlan  con- 
ferred. "In  what  grade  is  your  son?  How  much  grain  can  you  give 
toward  his  support  above  his  clothing  and  books?  Or  how  much 
money?"  Those  who  could  not  give  anything  were  refused  entrance. 

Last  year  it  was  the  same,  but  there  were  more  boys  and 
more  fathers  and  mothers.  They  had  brought  their  sons  to  enroll 
in  boarding,  but  most  of  them  had  to  be  refused.  This  year  the 
word  had  gone  out  that  there  was  a  cut  in  the  budget,  so  fewer 
came.  But  it  was  the  same  story. "There' s  no  chance  for  your  son. 
We  are  very  sorry  but  there  has  been  a  cut  in  the  budget."  And 
the  boys  were  turned  back  with  their  fathers  to  the  dusty  roads 
going  to  their  villages — back  to  their  red-smeared  idols  of  wood 
and  stone  and  the  dreaded  fear  of  evil  spirits. 

The  master  of  one  of  the  two  schools  mentioned  above  came 
to  the  station  yesterday  morning  as  we  were  waiting  for  the 
train.  "Saheb,  we  are  very  unhappy  about  sending  those  children 
back  to  the  villages.  We  masters  work,  week  in,  week  out  to 
persuade  their  peasant  fathers  and  mothers  that  they  must  not 
keep  their  children  from  school  to  tend  the  goats  or  care  for 
the  small  children  or  herd  the  village  cattle,  but  to  let  the 
children  have  a  chance  to  go  ahead.  Then  when  we  get  them  ready 
for  boarding  school  and  their  parents  give  consent  and  the  chil- 
dren are  eager  to  enter,  you  send  them  away.  It  takes  the  heart 
out  of  our  work."  You  could  hear  the  catch  in  his  voice. 

Here  stand  the  buildings  to  house  and  care  for  three  times 
the  number  of  boys  now  with  us.  Here  is  the  staff;  here  are  your 
missionaries  ready  for  service.  But  there  is  a  cut  in  the 
budget,  and  we  must  turn  the  hopeful  lads,  one  after  another, 
back  to  their  villages  of  ignorance,  fear,  hunger  and  disease. 
Four  village  schools  have  had  to  be  closed  the  past  two  years  in 
our  district  alone,  owing  to  the  budget  cut.  Oh,  the  darkness 
of  this  wide  Vyara  area  of  400  villages  with  only  eighteen  mis- 
sion schools.  Would  not  you  thrill  to  turn  the  Light  of  Christ 
full-blazing  into  those  villages  and  into  the  lives  of  hundreds 
more  of  boys  and  girls?  Save  a  child  and  you  save  a  life."  Let 
us  dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  His  glorious  service. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Harlan  and  Ruth  Brooks 


Anniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding 

Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Mohler  of  Pas- 
adena, Calif.,  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding   anniversary    on    April    2,    1950,    with 


open  house  at  their  home.  Two  of  their 
children,  four  grandchildren  and  other 
relatives  were  present  for  the  occasion. 
Over  150  friends  called  to  wish  them  well. 
They  also  received  many  cards  of  good 
wishes  and  gifts  from  their  friends. 

Brother  and  Sister  Mohler  were  married 
in  Cando,  N.  D.,  on  April  6,  1900,  by  Elder 
John  C.  Seibert.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children,  Myrtle  L.  Wilhelm  of  Pasa- 
dena, Robert  H.  of  New  Enterprise,  Pa., 
and  Donald  R.  of  Seal  Beach,  Calif. 

Bro.  Mohler,  son  of  Elder  S.  S.  Mohler 
of  Missouri  and  grandson  of  Elder  Samuel 
Mohler  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  served 
actively  in  the  ministry  in  North  Dakota, 
then  attended  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 
graduating  with  Bethany's  first  class  in 
1908.  Bro.  Mohler  then  spent  a  short  time 
in  mission  work  in  France,  and  later 
served  as  field  representative  for  Bethany 
Seminary.    Brother  and  Sister  Mohler  also 


served  in  pastoral  work  for  several  years. 
Bro.  Mohler  has  done  much  Bible  teaching 
and  religious  writing  through  the  years. 
For  the  past  several  years  he  has  served 
as  field  representative  for  the  heifer  relief 
project  in   California. 

Lucy  Leatherman  Mohler,  daugher  of 
I.  W.  Leatherman,  attended  Juniata  Col- 
lege and  also  took  work  at  Bethany  Sem- 
inary. She  has  been  very  active  and  suc- 
cessful in  church  and  church-school  work. 

Both  Brother  and  Sister  Mohler  enjoy 
good  health  and  look  forward  to  years  of 
active  service  for  the  kingdom. — Donald  E. 
Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Boitnott-Holt.— Wendell  P.  Boitnott  of 
Boones  Mill,  Va.,  and  Virginia  May  Holt 
of  Callaway,  Va.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — E.  E.  Bowman, 
Boones  Mill,  Va. 
Utica,  Minn. 

Everesi-Cripe. — Ned  Everest  of  New 
Paris,  Ind.,  and  Lois  Cripe  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
in  the  Rock  Run  church,  Ind.,  June  9, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Ralph  Petry, 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Fleming-Myers. — Merle  B.  Fleming  of 
Pomona,  Kansas,  and  Lois  Arlene  Myers 
of  Ottawa,  Kansas,  in  the  Christian  church, 
Centropolis,  Kansas,  June  11,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Goucker-Johnson. — Dale  Goucker  and 
Patsy  Johnson,  both  of  North  Liberty, 
Ind.,  May  27,  1950,  at  the  Pine  Creek 
parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  Wayne 
Gerdes,   North  Liberty,   Ind. 

Schwab-Aigley. — Leo  Schwab  and  Berna- 
dine  Aigley,  in  the  Union  Ridge  church, 
Iowa,  April  30,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— John  W.  Johnson,  Chicago,  111. 

Snyder-Hunt. — Glen  Snyder  and  Jean 
Hunt,  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Pa., 
June  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — William 
L.  Gould,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Zimmerman-Bennett. — Boise  A.  Zimmer- 
man and  Helen  S.  Bennett,  both  of 
Everett,  Pa.,  Sept.  10,  1949,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — J.  Floyd  Wine, 
Winchester,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Undergirding  the  Kingdom   Enterprise  Harl  Russell 

THE  BRETHREN  AT  DETROIT 
were  among  a  number  of  urban  con- 
gregations participating  wholeheart- 
edly in  the  August  Emphasis  of  1949. 
In  a  communication  later  from  their 
pastor  we  learned,  "Our  Emphasis 
giving  for  program  needs  of  foreign 
missions  and  Brethren  Service  was 
more  than  double  the  response  of 
August  1948.  Your  interpretive  ma- 
terials helped  our  members  to  visu- 
alize the  import  of  pur  world 
outreach." 

YOU  HAVE  OPPORTUNITY  also 
— whether  you  are  a  part  of  a  city 

or  rural  church — to  engage  in  a  spiritually  thrilling  experience  in  the  third 
summer  emphasis,  Aug.  1  to  15,  on  that  which  represents  more  than  one 
half  of  the  total  work  authorized  by  Annual  Conference.  This  year  at  least 
five  new  missionaries  will  sail  for  the  field.  Several  permanent  service 
workers  will  also  enter  into  vital  projects  in  Puerto  Rico  and  in  Europe. 
Summer  service  projects  are  to  bring  many  Brethren  youth  to  grips  with 
current  problems.  Volunteer  service  is  continuing  to  train  and  place  scores 
of  young  people  in  home  mission  and  service  projects  in  our  country  and 
abroad.  It  will  be  well  worth  your  time  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August  to  see  and  hear  more  about  vital  phases  of  these,  our  major  interests. 
You  have  a  stake  in  the  material  and  spiritual  witness  of  these  two  service 
and  mission  agencies  of  the  church. 

HOW  VIGOROUSLY  OUR  BROTHERHOOD  responds  to  human  suffer- 
ing and  opportunities  to  "go  in  and  possess  for  Christ"  is  largely  dependent 
upon  every  member  participation  in  the  1950  Emphasis.  Make  a  new 
affirmation  of  faith  in  these  two  great  causes,  won't  you? 


Albright,  Marguerite,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  Gordon,  was  born  near 
Gardner,  Kansas,  June  23,  1881,  and  died  at 
the  Eldora  Memorial  hospital,  Iowa,  May 
16,  1950.  She  was  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  following  which  she  made  her 
home  with  the  Francis  Moore  family  until 
her  marriage.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
she  united  with  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Gardner.  On  Feb.  14,  1901,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  John  M.  Albright, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  four  daugh- 
ters. In  1909  she  was  baptized  into  the 
Ivester  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  four  daughters, 
thirteen  grandchildren,  seven  great-grand- 
children, one  niece,  two  nephews  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Ivester  church  by  Bro.  Walter  J. 
Heisey.  Interment  was  in  the  Sheller  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Howard  Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Berkey,  Lydia  M.,  daughter  of  Elias  S. 
Schrock,  was  born  near  Goshen,  Ind.,  Nov. 
3,  1853,  and  died  April  21.  1950.  She  is 
survived  by  three  sons.  She  was  the  old- 
est member  of  the  Goshen  City  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Goshen 
City  church  by  her  pastor,  T.  E.  George. 
Interment  was  in  the  Rock  Run  cemetery 
near  Goshen. — Mrs.  Mary  Burger,  Goshen, 
Ind. 

Bradfield,  Ernest  Ellsworth,  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1910,  and  died  June  15,  1950.  He  is 
survived  by  his  mother,  three  brothers  and 
one  sister.  His  father  and  two  brothers 
preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver  and  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  St.  Joseph 
Valley  cemetery. — Glen  Weimer,  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

Cassel,  Jennie,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Nancy  Brehm,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1880,  and 
died  May  12,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Bader, 
111.  She  was  married  to  Milton  Cassel  on 
Dec.  9,  1899,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters  and  three  sons.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  five  children,  ten 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  early  life.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Rev.  Fred  Thompson.  Burial  was 
in  the  South  Fulton  cemetery. — Lizzie 
Wherley,  Browning,  111. 

Delrick,  Philip,  was  born  in  Nora,  111., 
Nov.  23,  1860,  and  died  May  19,  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Vinnie  Deeter  on  Dec.  26, 
1884,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
in  1936.  In  1937  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Appie  McGill  of  Chico,  Calif.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  one 
foster  daughter,  six  grandchildren,  five 
great-grandchildren  and  one  sister.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  A  service  was  held  in  Chico  by 
his  pastor,  S.  L.  Barnhart,  and  a  later  serv- 
ice was  held  at  Empire  by  the  writer  and 
Elder  David  H.  Fouts.— F.  E.  Miller,  Water- 
ford,  Calif. 

Dull,  Elizabeth  Hoover,  was  born  Oct. 
26,  1857,  in  Ohio  and  died  at  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  May  24,  1950.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
seventy-five  years.  She  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  George  W.  Dull,  in 
1938.  She  is  survived  by  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  fifteen  grandchildren  and  thir- 
teen great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  La  Verne  church  by  the 
pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen 
cemetery  at  La  Verne. — Galen  B.  Ogden, 
La  Verne,   Calif. 

Emley,  Caroline  Manervy,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Susanna  Haines  Colclesser, 
was  born  near  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
Sept.  9,  1865,  and  died  April  16,  1950,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Santa  Ana, 
Calif.  While  still  a  young  girl,  she  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  be- 
gan a  life  of  service  as  a  Sunday-school 
teacher.  She  also  served  the  church  as 
chorister  for  several  years.  On  Oct.  3,  1892, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  B. 
Emley,   and   to   this   union   were   born   two 
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daughters  and  one  son.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  on  Jan.  19,  1929.  She  is 
survived  by  two  daughters,  one  son,  one 
brother  and  six  grandchildren. — J.  R.  Jen- 
nings,  Santa  Ana,   Calif. 

England,  Rosie,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Emma  Snyder,  was  born  July  1,  1892,  and 
died  May  20,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Snake 
Spring  Township,  Pa.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  William  England.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Snake  Spring 
church,  of  which  she  was  a  member,  by 
Brethren  Marshall  Van  Horn  and  Isaac 
Wareham.  Interment  was  in  the  Ritchey 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Phebe  Shuss,  Everett,  Pa. 

Espigh,  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Kauffman,  died  in  the  Lewis- 
town  hospital,  Lewistown,  Pa.,  May  30, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Paul  G.  Espigh,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  on  March  21,  1939. 
She  is  survived  by  four  sons,  three  daugh- 
ters, thirty-five  grandchildren,  nineteen 
great-grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Pine  Glen  church  and  a  member  of  the 
women's  Bible  class  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pine 
Glen  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Rich- 
ard Gottshall,  assisted  by  Brethren  Law- 
rence D.  Ruble  and  Ross  Metzler.  •  Burial 
was  in  the  Pine  Glen  cemetery. — Margaret 
L.  Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Eilline,  Clara  M.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Clara  Ettline,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1874,  and 
died  May  25,  1950,  in  York,  Pa.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Shiloh  Reformed  church. 
She  is  survived  by  one  sister  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned  at  the  Guy  B.  Creek  funeral 
home  in  York.  Interment  was  in  the 
Shiloh  cemetery. — M.  A.  Jacobs,  York,  Pa. 

Everidge,  Garney  Leon,  son  of  William 
Augusta    and    Dora    Robertson    Everidge, 
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was  born  in  Forsyth  County,  March  12, 
1893,  and  died  April  24,  1950,  at  a  local 
hospital.  He  united  with  the  Fraternity 
church  in  March  1918  and  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  deacon  in  March  1931.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lillie  Mae 
Brinkley  on  March  22,  1912.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  six  daughters,  two  sons, 
six  grandchildren,  one  sister,  two  brothers 
and  one  half  brother. — Mrs.  Harold  Minish, 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Fry,  Anna,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Sarah 
Sollenberger  Myers,  was  born  near  Naper- 
ville,  111.,  July  6,  1866,  and  died  May  22, 
1950.  In  1886  she  was  married  to  Daniel  K. 
Fry,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren. Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
eighteen  years  ago.  She  was  baptized  into 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  a  young 
girl  and  for  twenty-five  years  she  assisted 
with  the  janitor  work  of  the  church.  She 
is  survived  by  three  sisters,  four  children, 
thirteen  grandchildren  and  twenty-two 
great-grandchildren.  Besides  her  own 
family  of  five  she  cared  for  two  grand- 
sons and  two  granddaughters,  whose 
mothers  died  shortly  after  their  birth.  It 
was  her  request  that  the  money  usually 
spent  on  flowers  be  used  to  help  others.  A 
memorial  missionary  fund  has  been  set  up 
and  the  sum  of  $100  has  been  received  for 
that  purpose. — Carroll  S.  Ringgold,  Naper- 
ville,  111. 

Ganger,  Katie,  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Sarah  Crist  Mummert,  was  born  in  York 
County,  Pa.,  Dec.  15,  1871,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  sister  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  April 
18,  1950.  She  is  survived  by  her  sister.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Goshen  City  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Goshen 
City  church  by  her  pastor,  T.  E.  George. 
Interment  was  in  the  Oak  Ridge  ceme- 
tery in  Goshen. — Mrs.  Mary  Burger,  Go- 
shen, Ind. 

Geyer,  John,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Geyer,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
June  3,  1859,  and  died  May  1,  1950.  In 
1884  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elzina 
Geyer.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life.  He  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  deacon  in  the  Turkey  Creek 
congregation  near  Nappanee,  Ind.  In  the 
Nappanee  church  he  served  as  deacon, 
trustee,  church  treasurer,  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  in  various  other  offices.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sons,  nine  grandchil- 
dren, nine  great-grandchildren  and  two 
foster  daughters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  his  pastor,  Samuel  Longenecker,  in 
the  Nappanee  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Union  Center  cemetery. — Hazel  Grasz, 
Nappanee,  Ind. 

Heaston,  Alonzo  Allen,  son  of  John  and 
Maria  Heaston,  was  born  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  March  11,  1863,  and  died  Feb. 
5,  1950.  On  Jan.  7,  1883,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  E.  Frantz,  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  in  1912.  To  this  union 
were  born  thirteen  children.  In  September 
1913  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ida 
Yoder,  who  died  in  1944.  Early  in  life  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  was  soon  installed  into  the  deacon's 
office.  He  is  survived  by  seven  children, 
two  stepchildren,  thirty-one  grandchildren, 
thirty- four  great-grandchildren,  two 
brothers-  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Clarence 
McConkey.  Burial  was  in  the  Evergreen 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Carl  J.  Reed,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. 

Himes,  Ella  Nora,  daughter  of  William  A. 
and  Sarah  Davis,  was  born  Aug.  26,  1871, 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Windber,  Pa.,  June  10,  1950. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Walnut 
Grove  church  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  of 
the  women's  Bible  class.  She  is  survived 
by  two  sons,  five  daughters,  two  brothers, 
ten  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Walnut  Grove  church  by  Bro.  C.  H. 
Gehman.  Burial  was  in  the  Richland 
cemetery. — Emelia  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Kauffman.  David  Paul,  son  of  Harry  G. 
and  Rebecca  Miller  Kauffman,  was  born 
Nov.  27,  1902,  and  died  at  his  home  near 
Mattawana,  Pa.,  May  20,  1950.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  In 
his  youth  David  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
Sunday-school  and  church  services  and  on 


Feb.  19,  1950,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Pine  Glen  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Pine  Glen  church  by  Brethren 
J.  Richard  Gottshall  and  Lawrence  D. 
Ruble.  Burial  was  in  the  Pine  Glen  ceme- 
tery.— Margaret  L.  Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Kime,  Amzy,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Kime,  was  born  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind., 
Dec.  11,  1866,  and  died  at  the  Goshen  hos- 
pital, April  20,  1950.  In  1886  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Rose  Schrock,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  on  June  27,  1937. 
To  this  union  were  born  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  survive.  He  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Goshen 
City  church  by  the  pastor,  T.  E.  George. 
Interment  was  in  the  Forest  Grove  ceme- 
tery near  Middlebury,  Ind. — Mrs.  Mary 
Burger,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Landis,  Martha  Jane,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph A.  and  Elizabeth  Martin  Milham, 
was  born  in  Pontiac,  111.,  Dec.  21,  1870,  and 
died  May  13,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  J.  A.  Landis  in  1893. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  girls  and 
two  boys,  all  of  whom  graduated  from  La 
Verne  College.  Mr.  Landis  died  Aug.  22, 
1938.  Sister  Landis  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  one  of  whom  is  a  missionary  in  West 
Africa,  two  daughters,  one  brother,  one 
sister  and  three  grandsons.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  La  Verne  church  by 
the  pastor.  Burial  was  in  the  Evergreen 
cemetery  at  La  Verne. — Galen  B.  Ogden, 
La  Verne,  Calif. 

McDonnall,  Noble  C,  son  of  David  A. 
and  Sarah  F.  McDonnall,  was  born  March 
17,  1905,  at  West  York,  111.,  and  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident,  May  27,  1950, 
near  Worland,  Wyoming.  In  young  man- 
hood he  attended  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  On  June  21,  1931,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Helen  V.  Critchlow,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  children.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons,  one  daugh- 
ter, one  sister,  one  brother  and  one  foster 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Haxtun  church,  Colo.,  by  the  pastor,  Bro. 
Leonard  Birkin.  Interment  was  in  the 
Haxtun  cemetery. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C. 
Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Myers,  Alice  C,  daughter  of  Chauncey 
and  Jessie  Baer  Myers,  was  born  July  6, 
1895,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Goshen,  Ind., 
May  31,  1950.  She  is  survived  by  one 
brother.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Goshen 
City  church.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Culp  funeral  home  by  her  pastor, 
T.  E.  George.  Interment  was  in  the  Rock 
Run  cemetery  near  Goshen. — Mrs.  Mary 
Burger,  Goshen,  Ind. 
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California 
-  Glendora. — On  April  6  we  participated 
in  our  semiannual  Lord's  Supper.  As  a 
result  of  pre-Easter  evangelism,  four  per- 
sons were  baptized  and  six  were  received 
by  letter.  On  Easter  evening  the  cantata. 
The  Glorious  Galilean,  was  presented  un- 
der the  direction  of  Leonard  Wolfe.  Doro- 
thy Merritt  of  La  Verne  College  gave  a 
lecture,  Europe  Now,  on  the  evening  of 
April  16  in  union  services.  The  young 
adults  of  Covina  presented  the  program  on 
the  evening  of  April  30.  Bro.  Forest  Eis- 
enbise  spoke  in  union  services  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  7.  Our  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May 
11.  Four  babies  were  dedicated  on  Moth- 
er's Day.  The  primaries,  juniors  and  in- 
termediates have  moved  into  the  new 
educational  unit.  Remodeling  is  in  progress 
on  the  rest  of  the  church.  The  junior 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  Betty  Netz- 
ley,  presented  an  inspiring  program  of 
music  on  the  evening  of  May  21. — Mary 
Ford,  San  Dimas,  Calif. 

Modesto. — The  direct  result  of  our  pre- 
Easter  evangelistic  campaign,  directed  by 
our  pastor,  Paul  Hersch,  was  thirteen 
persons  baptized,  seventeen  received  by 
letter  and  two  by  reaffirmation  of  faith. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of 


April  7,  with  Bro.  Hersch  presiding.  Our 
Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has 
increased,  so  that  our  Sunday-school 
quarters  became  crowded.  A  special  coun- 
cil meeting  on  April  2  authorized  the 
church  trustees  to  purchase  a  new  parson- 
age and  we  are  now  using  the  old  one  for  a 
children's  chapel.  The  deputation  team 
from  La  Verne  College  presented  a  pro- 
gram at  our  regular  church  hour  on  the 
evening  of  April  23.  The  men  sponsored 
the  purchase  of  100  new  chairs  recently. 
The  James  Bowman  family,  on  furlough 
from  Africa,  will  leave  this  week  for  Con- 
ference. They  will  make  stops  en  route  and 
are  scheduled  to  sail  from  New  York  for 
Africa  on  July  21.  Bro.  Hersch  will  be  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Jack  Du- 
Bois  will  conduct  our  vacation  Bible 
school  June  19-24. — Harvey  W.  Allen,  Mo- 
desto, Calif. 

Sacramenlo.  Surburban. — Plans  are  un- 
derway for  the  erection  of  a  social  hall. 
We  are  now  enjoying  the  newly  purchased 
organ.  The  American  Temperance  Society 
presented  a  dramatization  of  the  life  of 
Stephen  Foster.  During  the  first  week  of 
April  our  pastor,  Bro.  John  H.  Price,  held 
evangelistic  meetings.  We  had  our  love 
feast  on  Good  Friday.  We  have  received 
seven  members  by  baptism  and  two  by  let- 
ter. The  Easter  programs  were  presented 
by  the  junior  department  and  the  CBYF. 
The  district  spring  rally  for  the  CBYF 
convened  here  on  April  22  and  23.  The 
film,  The  Shepherd  of  India,  was  shown  on 
the  evening  of  April  23.  On  the  evening  of 
May  12  our  mothers  and  daughters  en- 
joyed a  potluck  dinner  and  program.  On 
the  evening  of  May  21  the  San  Francisco 
choir  presented  a  very  inspirational 
musical  program.  The  men's  work  con- 
structed wall  shelves  for  the  Sunday- 
school  classrooms  at  a  recent  meeting. 
Our  boys  and  girls  are  now  organizing 
baseball  teams.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  will  be  held  June  19-30  under  the 
supervision  of  Sister  Vernice  Robertson. — 
Mrs.  Margaret  Eshleman,  Sacramento, 
Calif. 

Colorado 

Wiley.— On  April  17  Bro.  Harvey  Hostet- 

ler  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  began  a  two  weeks' 

evangelistic     meeting.      Nineteen     persons 

were   baptized    and    one   was    received   by 


letter.  One  of  the  baptisms  was  the  result 
of  a  meeting  conducted  at  McClave  by 
Bro.  Dennis  Kessler  of  Sabetha,  Kansas. 
The  evangelistic  meetings  were  preceded 
with  cottage  prayer  meetings,  some  per- 
sonal visitations  and  three  separate  con- 
secration services  for  the  children,  youth 
and  adults  of  the  church  at  regular  Sunday 
evening  services.  Sister  Burton  will  be 
the  director  of  our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  will  be  in  session  May  29 — 
June  9.  Our  women's  group  sponsored  a 
mother-daughter  banquet  on  May  12  with 
Mrs.  O.  C.  Frantz  of  Rocky  Ford  as  the 
guest  speaker.  A  displaced  family  of  five 
members,  sponsored  by  the  young  mar- 
ried people's  class  of  our  church  school, 
have  come  into  our  community.  Our  young 
people  sponsored  the  showing  of  the  film, 
Beyond  Our  Own,  and  slides  of  India.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  May  7,  with  Bro. 
Burton  presiding.  A  dedication  service  was 
held  recently  for  eight  babies. — Mrs.  Pierce 
Wilson,  Wiley,  Colo. 

Illinois 

Bethel. — This  year  we  decided  to  study 
Japan  in  our  school  of  missions.  The  first 
Sunday  evening  the  film,  Kenji  Comes 
Home,  was  shown.  On  the  second  Sunday 
evening  Clara  Li  K'an  of  China  spoke  to 
us  about  doing  relief  work  in  China  dur- 
ing the  war.  On  the  third  Sunday  evening 
Mrs.  Rufus  Bowman  spoke  to  us  about 
their  trip  around  the  world.  On  the  fourth 
Sunday  evening  Mr.  S.  R.  Pandit  brought 
us  a  message  on  his  native  country,  India. 
The  fifth  Sunday  evening  was  the  closing 
lesson  in  our  school  of  missions  with  Bro. 
Leland  Brubaker  bringing  a  message 
about  displaced  persons.  Bro.  Jeff  Mathis, 
regional  fieldman,  was  with  us  one  Sun- 
day morning  and  brought  the  message.  He 
talked  on  the  basic  beliefs  of  our  church. 
Mr.  Prentiss  Monk,  a  Negro  from  Arkan- 
sas, spoke  to  us  one  Sunday  morning.  The 
Ralph  Smeltzers  were  with  us  recently  and 
Bro.  Smeltzer  spoke  on  his  work  in  Aus- 
tria and  Europe.  The  ladies  have  been 
meeting  every  Wednesday  for  all-day 
sewing  and  quilting.  The  men  have  re- 
decorated the  church  sanctuary  recently. 
The  Protestant  churches  of  Naperville 
took  part  in  a  fellowship  evangelism  pro- 
gram. A  religious  census  was  taken  of 
the  entire  town  and  there  is   a  great  op- 
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REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Eastern    Region. — Juniata    College,    Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  Aug.  22,  23. 
Southeastern  Region. — Roanoke,   Va.,   Aug. 
22-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Canada,  Western. — First   Irricana,   Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
Colorado. — Denver,   Aug.   17-20. 
Illinois,    Southern.— Liberty,    Aug.    25-28. 
Indiana,  Middle. — Spring  Creek,  Aug.  16-19. 
Indiana,      Northern.  —  Camp      Alexander 

Mack,  Milford,  Aug.  14-17. 
Indiana,  Southern. — Arcadia,  Aug.  22-24. 
Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Da- 
kola.— (Undecided),  Aug.  25-28. 
Michigan.  —  Camp      Manikiwa,      Brethren, 

Aug.   29— Sept.   1. 
Missouri,    Southern,    and    Arkansas. — New 

Hope,  Ark.,  Aug.  18-21. 
North  and  South   Carolina. — Upper   Brum- 

metts   Creek,   N.   C,   Aug.  9. 
North     Dakota     and     Eastern     Montana. — 

Pleasant  Valley,  N.  Dak.,  July  13-16. 
Ohio,  Northeastern.— Olivet,  Aug.  29-31. 
Oklahoma.— Clo vis,  N.  Mex.,  Aug.  17-20. 
Tennessee. — Jackson  Park,  Aug.  16-18. 
Texas    and    Louisiana. — Falfurrias,     Texas, 

July  20-23. 
Virginia,     Eastern. — Free     Union,      Locust 

Grove  church,  Aug.   16-18. 
Virginia,  First.— Copper  Hill,  July  26-28. 
Virginia,  Southern. — Bethlehem,  July  25-27. 
West  Virginia,  Second. — Mt.  Zion,  Aug.  24, 

25. 


portunity  for  Christian  people  to  do 
missionary  work  right  in  their  own  town. 
— Virginia  Williams,  Naperville,  111. 

Woodland. — The  community  Christian 
youth  group  sponsored  an  Easter  sunrise 
service.  We  co-operated  with  the  churches 
in  a  union  Good  Friday  service.  The 
mother  and  daughter  social  was  held  on 
May  5.  A  shower  was  held  for  our  DP 
family.  The  H-O-M-E  class  presented  the 
stewardship  play.  The  Gift  and  the  Giver. 
Some  of  our  folks  aided  in  getting  Camp 
Emmanuel  in  readiness  for  the  dedication 
service  on  April  30.  We  are  losing  our 
pastor  this  fall.  Our  pastor's  wife;  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Whitmore,  was  chosen  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  One  letter  of 
membership  was  received  and  three  let- 
ters were  granted  at  our  council  meeting 
on  April  26.  Our  pastor  helped  place  a 
DP  family  in  the  country. — Anne  Blicken- 
staff,  Astoria,  111. 

Indiana 

Blissville. — We  had  an  all-day  meeting 
on  May  21  for  the  dedication  of  the  par- 
sonage which  we  recently  purchased. 
Services  were  held  at  the  church  in  the 
forenoon,  followed  by  a  basket  dinner 
and  a  meeting  at  the  parsonage  in  the 
evening.  The  parsonage  is  situated  about 
one  mile  from  the  church  and  has  about 
five  acres  of  land.  On  May  28  our  con- 
gregation and  the  Center  church  are  hav- 
ing a  Sunday-school  convention. — Mrs. 
Sam  Yazel,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

Buffalo. — We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  this  year.  Our  church  attendance 
and  interest  are  increasing  steadily  under 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  John  D. 
Mishler,  a  student  at  Bethany  Seminary. 
Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Marion  held  a  one- 
week  revival  for  us.  Three  persons  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Easter  evening.  We 
have  revived  our  monthly  class  meetings, 
which  were  stopped  during  the  war.  Our 
aid  meets  monthly  to  quilt,  to  make  rugs 
and  to  do  relief  sewing.  The  aid  will 
help  send  two  young  people  to  Camp  Mack 
this  year.  Our  aid  decided  to  start  a  par- 
sonage fund,  using  the  balance  in  its 
treasury  as  a  beginning.  We  are  putting 
forth  every  effort  to  raise  money  to  add  to 
this   fund.    Recently  our  men's   group   or- 
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ganized  and  is  joining  us  in  this  work. 
They  have  rented  a  farm  which  they  will 
farm  co-operatively,  the  proceeds  to  be 
added  to  the  parsonage  fund.  On  Mother's 
Day  our  pastor  held  a  dedication  service 
for  four  babies.  The  oldest  and  youngest 
mothers  and  the  mother  with  the  most 
children  were  especially  honored.  We  are 
now  making  plans  for  our  vacation  Bible 
school. — Mrs.  Joe  Hirt,  Monticello,  Ind. 

English  Prairie. — The  church  has  been 
without  a  pastor  since  the  death  of  Bro. 
J.  S.  Zigler,  our  pastor  and  elder,  but 
services  have  been  held  regularly  with 
neighboring  ministers  coming  in  to  fill  the 
pulpit.  At  our  council  meeting  Bro. 
Charles  Stouder  was  elected  elder.  The  re- 
modeling and  redecorating  of  the  church 
have  been  completed  and  the  rededicatory 
services  were  held  on  May  21  by  Brethren 
Charles  Stouder,  Charles  Light  and  Carl 
Yoder.  Several  of  the  women  attended  the 
women's  rally  in  the  First  Brethren  church 
in  Goshen.  On  the  evening  of  April  7 
Miss  Bowers  of  Mishawaka  gave  an  inter- 
esting talk  and  showed  slides  of  her  re- 
cent trip  to  Europe.  The  play,  A-leadin', 
was  very  well  presented  by  the  women  of 
the  Elkhart  City  church  on  April  16.  Six- 
teen members  spent  a  day  at  the  Nappa- 
nee  relief  center.  Our  communion  was 
held  June  1.  Our  summer  Bible  school 
will  be  held  at  our  township  high  school 
May  29 — June  9  with  all  the  churches  of 
the  township  co-operating. — Wilma  Bon- 
trager,  Howe,  Ind. 

Loon  Creek. — As  a  result  of  a  meeting 
held  by  Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough,  there  were 
seven  gains  for  the  kingdom  and  two 
added  to  the  fellowship  by  letter.  Breth- 
ren Russell  Bollinger  and  George  Funder- 
burg  preached  for  us  while  our  pastor  was 
holding  revival  at  Logansport.  At  that 
time  the  choir  and  their  families  went  to 
Logansport  to  worship  and  furnish  spe- 
cial music.  About  forty  men  and  boys  at- 
tended the  annual  chili  and  oyster  supper 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  Lord's 
acre  project.  The  ladies'  guild  is  busy  at 
relief  sewing.  Our  young  people  have 
achieved  fifty  per  cent  of  their  goal  to- 
ward purchasing  a  film  projector.  Thirty 
families  participated  in  the  surprise  sup- 
per for  the  purpose  of  fostering  church 
family  fellowship.  Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  installed  Brother 
and  Sister  Mark  G.  Paul  and  Brother  and 
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Sister  Roscoe  Cobbs  into  the  office  of  dea- 
con. Pre-Easter  services  were  held  by  the 
pastor.  There  were  four  gains  for  the 
kingdom.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Shultz  spoke  of  her 
recent  trip  to  Europe  at  the  ladies'  guild. 
The  ladies'  quartet  furnished  special  mu- 
sic for  the  district  women's  conference  at 
the  West  Marion  church.  Bro.  Earl  Hos- 
tetler  of  the  Eel  River  church  preached 
for  us  in  the  pulpit  exchange,  while  our 
pastor  filled  the  pulpit  at  Eel  River.  Our 
pastor  was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference.— Marian  Borden,  Huntington,  Ind. 

New  Salem. — Sister  Clara  Li  K'an,  a 
Chinese  Christian,  and  her  small  son  were 
with  us  recently  and  Sister  K'an  gave  a 
very  interesting  talk  about  her  life  in 
China.  The  Easter  play.  The  Gardner,  was 
presented  by  the  Star  class.  An  Easter 
program  was  presented  in  the  morning  by 
the  primary  department.  Our  church,  in 
co-operation  with  four  neighboring 
churches,  held  pre-Easter  services.  Our 
church,  in  co-operation  with  the  Lees- 
burg  churches,  is  holding  a  Bible  school 
May  29 — June  9.  The  primary  department 
presented  a  Mother's  Day  program  and 
gave  a  plant  to  each  mother  present.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  May  27.  The  church 
auditorium  was  repapered  recently  by  the 
two  young  married  people's  classes.  Two 
Sunday-school  classes  have  a  farming 
project  for  this  summer.  Our  family  night 
was  held  May  5  with  Bro.  White,  a  Negro 
pastor  of  South  Bend,  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. Two  religious  pictures  were  shown 
in  April  by  the  young  people.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Paul  Lantis,  represented  us  at  Annual 
Conference.  Our  aid  is  making  comforters 
for  relief  in  Kentucky.  Food  for  relief  was 
collected  in  April. — Damaris  Morehouse, 
Milford,  Ind. 

Wabash  City. — Bro.  Perry  Huffaker  will 
lead  us  in  a  revival  meeting  Oct.  2-8.  Bro. 
W.  C.  Stinebaugh  was  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference  and  Mrs.  Leon  DeLauter 
was  our  delegate  to  the  music  conference. 
Irvin  Custer,  Leon  DeLauter  and  John  Pat- 
ton  and  their  wives  were  installed  into  the 
office  of  deacon.  The  classes  of  the  Sun- 
day school  have  raised  funds  to  bring  a 
German  student  to  live  in  one  of  our 
homes  this  coming  school  year.  One  of  our 
members  has  purchased  a  tape  recorder 
and  makes  our  services  available  to  our 
shut-ins.  Two  young  ladies  were  baptized 
at  the  close  of  our  pre-Easter  services.  On 
April  23  Bro.  Gail  Crumrine  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  by  Elder  Arthur  Morris. 
Bro.   Glenn  Rohrer  was  relicensed  to  the 


ministry  and  is  now  serving  in  Sparta, 
N.  C.  Twelve  children  were  consecrated  in 
a  special  service  on  Mother's  Day.  We  ob- 
served family  week  with  a  situation  drama 
on  Teaching  Religion  in  the  Home,  a  moth- 
er and  daughter  banquet,  a  sound  film, 
Walking  With  God,  and  two  sermons  on 
the  home.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  mak- 
ing baby  booties  out  of  old  felt  hats  as 
well  as  doing  other  relief  sewing.  Our 
church  choir  has  been  reorganized  and 
under  the  leadership  of  John  Keim,  a  stu- 
dent at  Manchester  College,  has  been  a 
great  help  in  our  worship  service.  Our 
vacation  Bible  school  will  be  held  June 
20-30  under  the  direction  of  our  pastor 
and  his  wife.— Olive  Bever,  Wabash,  Ind. 

Iowa 

South  Waterloo. — The  men's  work  group 
voted  to  give  $700  for  the  Brotherhood 
fund.  A  mimeograph  machine  was  pur- 
chased by  the  group.  The  Christian  work- 
ers have  been  studying  the  great  leaders 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.    The  strip 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  if 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter,  R.  4,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home,  Brethren  College  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase   15,  Md. 

No.  447.  Young  married  couple  desires 
to  locate  on  dairy  farm.  CPS  man,  has 
had  much  farm  experience.  Willing  to 
work  as  hired  man  for  wages,  work  on 
shares,  or  manage  a  small  farm.  Available 
July  1.  Write:  Robert  Carter,  219  Pleasant 
St.,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

No.  449.  Wanted:  Elderly  Brethren  lady 
to  serve  as  housekeeper  for  widower  in 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Near  Brethren  church. 
Write:  J.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  Ohio, 
or  phone  Hartville — 771. 

No.  450.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  or  elder- 
ly lady  to  care  for  girls,  4  and  6V2  years,  in 
modern  country  home  close  to  Brethren 
church,  more  for  home  than  wages.  Write : 
Mrs.  Herman  Miller,  R.  1,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

No.  451.*  Wanted:  Farm  home  for  sev- 
eral weeks  vacation  for  big,  strong  boy  of 
6V2  years.  Likes  horses  and  dogs.  Daddy 
has  money  for  board.  If  anyone  has  room 
on  farm  for  one  more  boy,  write:  Kent  W. 
Dusing,  5417  W.  Walton  St.,  2nd,  Chicago, 
51,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Buildings  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St..  Elgin,  111. 


film,  Japan  Has  Open  Doors,  was  shown 
recently.  Holy  Week  services  began  on 
Palm  Sunday  with  our  pastor  delivering 
the  sermons.  Our  communion  climaxed 
the  services  on  Good  Friday  evening. 
Eleven  persons  were  baptized  and  three 
received  by  letter.  On  Easter  evening  the 
film,  Simon  Peter,  the  Fisherman,  was 
shown.  At  the  quarterly  business  meet- 
ing we  elected  Bro.  Sink  and  Mrs.  Homer 
Miller  as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. On  Mother's  Day  a  dedicatory  serv- 
ice was  held  by  the  pastor  for  nine  babies. 
In  the  evening  the  women's  work  pre- 
sented the  program  and  National  Family 
Week  was  climaxed  with  a  social  hour. 
Baccalaureate  services  were  held  on  May 
21  in  our  church.  On  May  30  Memorial 
Day  services  were  held  at  the  cemetery. 
The  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June 
5-11.  The  Sunday  Bible  school  and  the 
church  attendance  is  increasing. — Mrs.  R. 
C.  Hollis,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Kansas 
Granada. — We  were  happy  to  have  the 
regional  and  district  officers,  Brethren 
James  Elrod,  Henry  Stover  and  Milton 
Early,  with  us  for  two  meetings.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Robert  Nance,  is  conducting  Sun- 
day-school and  church  services  at  a 
mission  point  in  a  near-by  schoolhouse.  He 
is  also  preaching  at  a  Baptist  church  in 
the  neighboring  community.  On  May  19 
Sister  K'an  and  her  son  visited  us  and 
brought  as  helpful  information  about 
China.  The  women's  work  group  has  been 
successful  in  earning  money,  a  portion  of 
which  has  been  given  to  the  church 
budget.  A  community  vacation  Bible 
school  is   now  in  session   with   a   first-day 


enrollment  of  sixty  children,  nine  teach- 
ers; our  pastor  is  the  director.  Nine  per- 
sons have  been  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism. — Mrs.  Robert  Nance,  Wetmore, 
Kansas. 

Maryland 

Harmony. — The  Harmony  church  has 
never  been  mentioned  in  the  Messenger  to 
my  knowledge;  so  we  feel  the  urge  to  tell 
of  our  growth  in  recent  years.  Harmony 
is  the  smallest  church  of  the  Middletown 
Valley  charge.  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay  is 
our  pastor.  We  have  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing Bro.  Basil  Grossnickle  fill  our  pulpit 
frequently.  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell  of  Myers- 
ville  held  a  week's  preaching  mission  for 
us  recently.  Our  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance has  increased.  We  have  regular  Sun- 
day-school members  coming  from  as  far 
as  twelve  miles.  We  are  enlarging  our 
church  by  building  two  rooms  in  the  base- 
ment. Most  of  the  labor  and  money  are 
being  donated  by  members  and  friends. 
The  women  of  the  church  have  reorgan- 
ized and  are  working  under  the  name  of 
Willing  Workers.  We  are  happy  to  have 
several  ladies  from  other  denominations 
join  our  society.  We  also  have  been  using 
various  means  of  raising  money  toward  the 
building  fund.  We  feel  that  God  has  rich- 
ly blessed  Harmony  and  her  people. — Mrs. 
Roger  Moser,  Myersville,  Md. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  aid  has  been  working 
one  day  a  week.  They  realized  $248,  which 
was  turned  over  to  the  building  fund.  Bro. 
Wendell  Flory  was  with  us  one  evening 
and  told  us  of  some  of  his  experiences  in 
China.  Our  new  parsonage  was  completed 
recently.    Much  of  the  labor  was  donated. 


\  Whirls 


If  you  have  wondered 

— why  ministers  love  their  work  de- 
spite its  many  problems 

— why  a  minister's  wije  is  so  impor- 
tant in  the  church's  life 

— why  a  minister's  children  have  pe- 
culiar problems  to  face 

— what  life  looks  like  from  the  van- 
tage point  of  a  Brethren  parsonage 


Then  you  should  read 
WHITHER    THOU    GOEST 

a  novel  by  Ruth  B.  Siailer 


•  In  this  delightful  and  sparkling  story  is  a  fascinating 
account  of  the  pastoral  experiences  of  John  and  Mary  Jane 
Keller,  who  were  Church  of  the  Brethren  pastors  during 
the  period  including  and  between  the  two  world  wars. 

•  "This  book  would  be  good  for  all  church  members  to 
read.  Perhaps  more  love  and  sympathy  for  our  ministers 
would  be  aroused,  for  all  ministers  have  experiences  sim- 
ilar to  John's  and  Mary  Jane's.  Perhaps  there  would  be 
more  praying  for  our  ministers  and  not  so  much  criticism." 
— The  Gospel  Herald  (publication  of  the  Old  Mennonite 
Church) 

Price  $2.50 

BRETHREN      PUBLISHING      HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


Others  donated  lumber.  Our  first  full- 
time  pastor,  Bro.  Richard  Grumbling,  and 
his  family  have  moved  here.  Our  attend- 
ance has  been  increasing.  We  have  serv- 
ices at  all  three  places,  Maple  Grove, 
Bethesda  and  Loch  Lynn,  each  Sunday. 
We  have  a  midweek  Bible  study  and 
prayer  service.  Each  night  this  service  in- 
creases in  attendance.  We  have  lost  one 
member  by  death  and  two  by  letter  since 
our  last  report.  The  Willing  Workers' 
class  is  responsible  for  sponsoring  a  spe- 
cial service  the  second  Sunday  evening  of 
each  month.  The  offering  at  these  services 
goes  to  our  building  fund.  Some  of  the 
guest  speakers  were  Shem  Peachy  of  the 
Amish  faith,  Bro.  Walter  Otto  of  the 
Mennonite  faith  and  Bro.  J.  C.  Beahm. 
Rev.  H.  L.  Davis  and  his  workers,  who 
broadcast  from  The  Harbor  of  Light  Chap- 
el in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  held  a  service  for  us 
one  evening.  Bro.  Grumbling  held  a 
week's  revival  service  at  Bethesda  prior  to 
the  love  feast  on  May  28.  Bro.  Fenton 
Platter  of  Front  Royal,  Va.,  a  young  min- 
ister from  our  congregation,  preached  at 
Loch  Lynn  on  May  3. — Mrs.  Arthur  Resh, 
Grantsville,  Md. 

Missouri 

Kansas  City. — Our  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  with  our  pastor,  Floyd  E. 
Bantz,  presiding.  The  four  deacons  who 
were  elected  two  years  ago  were  perma- 
nently confirmed  in  their  office.  On  April 
16  four  girls  were  baptized.  In  the  eve- 
ning our  love  feast  was  held  by  candle- 
light. The  ladies'  aid  held  its  annual  bene- 
fit dinner  for  McPherson  College  on  April 
28.  On  the  following  Sunday  a  group  from 
the  college  were  here,  including  Bro.  Earl 
Frantz  and  his  wife.  Our  pastor  attended 
the  minister's  seminar  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  the  first  week  of  May.  Our  mother 
and  daughter  meeting  was  held  as  a  fam- 
ily night  with  the  men  doing  the  serving. 
A  film  was  shown  about  displaced  persons, 
entitled  Answer  for  Anne.  The  Brethren 
Service  offering  was  lifted  on  May  14. 
There  were  two  babies  consecrated  on 
Mother's  Day.  Mrs.  Clara  Li  K'an,  a  Chi- 
nese lady,  who  belongs  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  talked  to  us  about  her  coun- 
try and  its  problems.  Her  parents  were 
converted  under  our  missionaries.  A  suc- 
cessful vacation  Bible  school  was  held  with 
an  enrollment  of  forty. — Mrs.  Gertrude 
Gaba,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

North  Carolina 
Fraternity. — Services  were  held  the 
week  before  Easter  ending  with  our  love 
feast.  Some  of  our  young  people  went 
to  Bridgewater  for  the  regional  young 
people's  conference.  The  women's  work 
has  been  making  comforters  for  relief. 
Several  of  our  teachers  attended  the  work- 
shop at  the  Laurel  Branch  church  in 
Floyd  County.  Our  intermediates  attended 
the  district  rally  at  the  Bassett  church 
in  Virginia.  The  young  people  attended 
the  district  banquet  at  Spray.  Bro.  Warren 
D.  Bowman  held  four  discussions  on  fam- 
ily life. — Mrs.  Harold  Minish,  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C. 

Ohio 

Bristolville. — The  women's  work  has 
been  meeting  once  a  month.  Mattress  cov- 
ers have  been  made  and  donated  to  Camp 
Zion;  at  present  the  women  are  engaged 
in  sewing  for  needy  babies  at  Kassel. 
Germany.  The  women's  work  has  donated 
ten  dollars  toward  the  new  nurses'  home 
at  Bethany  Hospital,  as  well  as  furnishing 
a  third  of  the  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
recently  on  our  church  building.  Bristol- 
ville joined  in  union  services  during  Holy 
Week.  Bro.  J.  D.  Zigler  of  the  Alliance 
church  spent  two  weeks  with  us  after 
Easter  in  revival  services.  Fourteen  new 
members  were  baptized.  On  April  16  we 
celebrated  the  birthdays  of  our  pastor  and 
his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Sower,  with 
a  dinner  at  the  church.  Bro.  Zigler  was 
the  guest  speaker.  On  May  13  the  men's 
work,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Sower 
and  Bro.  Evan  Christlieb,  cooked  and 
served  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  at 
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the  church  with  Mrs.  Ellamae  Casteel  of 
Station  WKBN,  Youngstown,  as  the  speak- 
er. Bro.  Malcolm  Sower  and  his  wife 
came  from  their  home  in  Toledo  to  be 
with  their  parents  for  the  occasion.  Our 
patsor,  Bro.  D.  E.  Sower,  was  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference. — Mrs.  Ralph  Ever- 
itt,  Bristolville,   Ohio. 

East  Chippewa. — Bro.  Truman  Wiles  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  The  film,  Reach- 
ing From  Heaven,  was  shown  recently.  J. 
C.  Meyer  of  Western  Reserve  University 
delivered  a  stirring  message  on  The  Price 
of  Peace.  On  April  2  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler 
spoke  on  conditions  in  Europe.  Bro. 
George  Kieffaber  conducted  our  pre-Easter 
services.  Our  church  participated  in  the 
community  Good  Friday  services  held  in 
the  Smithville  Methodist  church.  Bro. 
McCune  of  Baltic  officiated  at  our  com- 
munion service  on  May  7.  The  aid  society 
continues  to  do  relief  sewing.  They  have 
completed  twelve  baby  layettes.  Our  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference  were  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden,  and  Bro.  Ira 
Good.  Brethren  D.  R.  Landis,  I.  W.  Royer 
and  Truman  Wiles  have  brought  messages 
on  Sunday  evenings.  Several  of  our  fam- 
ilies attended  Annual  Conference.  Bro. 
Jesse  Whitacre  will  hold  our  revival  July 
11-23. — Sarah   Blough,   Orrville,   Ohio. 

Marion. — At  a  recent  council  meeting 
the  congregation  relicensed  Bro.  Welton 
Snavely  to  the  ministry.  Our  Easter  week 
services  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  F.  E.  Mal- 
lott  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  On 
Easter  afternoon  one  new  member  was 
received  into  the  church.  Bro.  Forrest 
Groff  is  coming  in  the  near  future  to  for- 
mulate plans  for  building  or  remodeling 
our  church.  A  new  electric  organ  has  been 
installed.  The  young  people,  the  women's 
work  and  all  other  organizations  have  been 
very  active  in  the  past  few  months.  Our 
new  pastoral  board  is  operating  on  a  suc- 
cessful basis.  On  the  evening  of  May  7 
our  German  student,  Henry  Lehman,  spoke 
about  his  war  experiences.  Recently  the 
pastor  conducted  a  series  of  Sunday  eve- 
ning classes  on  the  history  and  doctrines 
of  the  church.  He  also  gave  similar  in- 
struction to  the  children  on  Saturday 
mornings.  The  attendance  at  both  was 
very  good. — Mrs.  W.  D.  Lamb,  Marion, 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
Center  Hill. — Since  the  first  of  the  year 
new  pews  have  been  installed.  Bro.  Roy 
S.  Forney  of  the  Morrellville  church  in 
Johnstown  was  with  us  in  a  revival  meet- 
ing April  24 — May  7.  Ten  members  were 
received  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
We  had  a  Mother's  Day  program  on  the 
evening  of  May  14.  On  the  evening  of 
May  17  Bro.  Medford  D.  Neher  of  Ohio  was 


at  Center  Hill  and  showed  pictures  of  the 
history  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Our  love  feast  was  presided  over  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp,  on  the  evening  of 
May  21.  Mabel  Claypool,  who  attended 
Bethany  Seminary  for  the  past  year,  is 
home  for  a  two  weeks'  vacation.  She 
plans  to  attend  Scarritt  College  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  during  the  summer  for  lan- 
guage study  to  help  her  in  her  work  as  a 
missionary  to  India.  Mabel  delivered  a 
special  message  on  the  evening  of  June  4. 
A  special  program  for  Father's  Day  was 
held  June  18.  Our  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  meetings  have  been  well  attended. 
We  have  a  different  leader  each  evening. 
A  male  chorus  was  started  this  spring. — 
Mrs.   Carmen  Bowser,   Kittanning,   Pa. 


Elizabethlown. — The  weekday  school  for 
children  was  held  each  week  until  Easter 
with  thirty-five  in  attendance.  Revival 
meetings  were  held  in  the  Swatara  Hill 
church  with  Brother  and  Sister  Jesse 
Whitacre  as  the  evangelist.  There  were 
six  applicants  who  were  baptized  on  Palm 
Sunday.  The  Stevens  Hill  young  people 
are  planning  to  raise  an  acre  of  potatoes 
on  one  of  the  members'  farms.  We  settled 
a  displaced  persons  family  of  five.  Many 
donations  and  much  time  were  given  in 
preparation  for  them.  Holy  Week  services 
were  held  April  5-7.  On  April  9  the  Easter 
portions  of  The  Messiah  were  presented  by 
our  senior  choir.  On  April  9,  16  and  23  our 
pastor  led  discussions  in  the  youth  meet- 
ings on  boy-girl  relationships.  Our  evan- 
gelistic meetings  were  held  April  16-23, 
with  J.  Herbert  Miller,  pastor  of  the 
Spring  Creek  church,  as  the  evangelist. 
During  these  meetings  thirteen  members 
were  received  by  letter  and  fifteen  by  bap- 
tism. On  April  25  and  26  the  district 
ministerial  meeting  was  held  at  the  Indian 
Creek  church.  On  April  28  Gaul's  Holy 
City  was  presented  by  the  college-com- 
munity chorus  at  the  college  gym.  On 
April  30  the  district  youth  fellowship  was 
held  in  Hanoverdale.  On  May  4  our  moth- 
er and  daughter  buffet  supper  was  held  in 
the  college  gymnasium.  On  May  7  we 
had  our  love  feast  with  Elder  A.  C. 
Baugher  presiding.  On  May  14  we  ob- 
served family  Sunday  in  our  church  with 
a  service  of  dedication  of  parents  and 
children.  Rolland  Boepple  and  Julius  Bel- 
ser  were  licensed  to  the  ministry  for  an 
indefinite  period  at  our  last  council  meet- 
ing. A  service  in  recognition  of  our  older 
members  was  held  on  May  21.  At  the 
evening  service  Clyde  E.  Weaver,  a  senior 
at  the  college,  was  the  speaker.  Fourteen 
young  people  graduated  from  various 
schools  and  the  college.  June  4  was  choir 
appreciation  Sunday  with  the  chapel  and 
senior  choirs  presenting  a  full  morning 
service.  Our  annual  summer  Bible  school 
will  he  held  June  19-30.— Mary  E.  Butter- 
baugh,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
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Left  to  right:    M.  R.  Zigler.  Reuel  B.  Pritchett  and  I.  N.  H.  Beahm 

To  Make  Visible  Our  Fellowship 

7  HERE  are  many  definitions  of  Annual  Conference.  It  has  been  called  a  Brethren 
family  reunion,  a  business  meeting  for  the  church,  a  yearly  worship  experience, 
an  opportunity  to  train  leaders.  While  it  accomplishes  all  of  these  things— and  many 
more— what  seems  to  underlie  them  all  is  the  fact  that  it  makes  visible  and  tangible 
the  fellowship  in  Christ  that  keeps  the  church  alive.  The  picture  above  does  more 
then  join  Geneva,  Switzerland,  with  Tennessee  and  Virginia.  It  dramatizes  what 
Conference  does  for  all  of  us  in  reminding  us  of  the  heritage  and  the  commission 
that  come  to   us  through   our  own  Brotherhood. 
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Daily  Bible  Readings 

Mon.,  David  the  King.    2  Sam.  5:  1-7. 
Tues.,  The  King's  Desire.    2  Sam.  7:1-13. 
Wed.,  The  King's  Prayer.    2  Sam.  7:  18-29. 
Thurs.,    The    King's    Song    of    Praise.     Ps. 

9:  1-11. 
Fri.,  The  King  at  Worship.    Ps.  24. 
Sat,  The  King's  Penitence.    Ps.  51:  1-13. 
Sun.,   The    King's   Son.     1    Kings    1:32-35; 

2:  1-4. 


Fifiy-nine  per  cent  of  the  total 
church  membership  in  the  United 
States  is  Protestant;  thirty-three 
per  cent  is  Catholic;  six  per  cent  is 
Jewish  and  two  per  cent  includes 
the  followers  of  all  other  faiths. 

Three  Lutheran  bodies  are  plan- 
ning to  form  an  organic  union.  The 
United  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  its  recent  meeting  unanimously 
agreed  to  send  delegates  to  serve  on 
a  joint  committee  with  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  to  work  out  the 
details  of  the  merger. 

Segregation  will  be  abolished  in 
the  accommodations  for  adults  at  the 
Montreat,  N.  C,  conference  center 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.  In  accordance  with  the  ruling 
of  the  board  which  operates  the  as- 
sembly grounds  provision  will  be 
made  for  housing  all  delegates 
regardless  of  color  in  Friendship 
Hall  instead  of  in  separate  buildings 
and  the  cafeteria  will  be  open  on 
a  nonsegregated  basis. 

Religion's  place  in  modern  social, 
political  and  economic  life  was 
stressed  at  the  fourth  European  con- 
ference of  leaders  of  evangelical 
youth  movements.  Several  speakers 
admitted  that  the  European  churches 
have  been  slow  to  relate  the  Chris- 
tian gospel  to  the  problems  of 
modern  society  and  thus  have  en- 
couraged non-Christians  in  the  be- 
lief that  the  church  has  little  to 
offer  in  the  solution  of  current  social 
questions. 


A  Negro  has  been  elected  chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  Congre- 
gational Christian  Churches.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
church  that  a  Negro  has  held  this 
position. 

Four  Europeans  are  in  India  with 
an  International  Voluntary  Service 
for  Peace  team  helping  in  the  re- 
habilitation of  20,000  refugees.  They 
have  been  helping  with  the  digging 
of  stone  in  the  quarries,  with  tool- 
repairing  and  working  on  the  stone 
crusher. 

Liquor  prohibition,  introduced  in 
the  province  of  Madras  shortly  after 
India  won  independence,  is  not  only 
being  enforced  but  now  has  the 
backing  of  some  who  formerly  op- 
posed it.  Enforcement  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  promises  of 
neighboring  states  to  form  "shopless 
belts"  on  the  borders  of  Madras. 
Prohibition  has  been  a  special  boon 
to  the  women  of  poor  families,  for 
some  of  the  heaviest  drinkers  in 
South  India  were  working  men. 
(WP) 

German  students  who  have  been 
studying  at  six  universities  in  this 
country  the  past  year  will  spend  the 
summer  in  Washington,  taking 
special  in-service  training  in  various 
government  departments.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  students  who  have 
been  pursuing  courses  in  the  social 
sciences  will  return  to  their  home- 
land to  become  leaders  in  a  demo- 
cratic Germany. 


Christian  Protests  Against  Militarization 
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Urging  Christians  in  the  Nether- 
lands to  "break  free  from  the  anti- 
Christian  faith  in  brute  force,"  and 
oppose  the  militarization  of  that 
country,  the  Council  of  Kerk  en 
Vrede  (Church  and  Peace),  an  inter- 
confessional  pacifist  organization, 
has  recently  directed  an  appeal  to 
the  Dutch  nation. 

"Christians  have  to  ask  themselves 
whether  they  are  willing  to  be  ab- 
sorbed into  a  totalitarian  system  of 
untamed  and  unchecked  brute  force. 
The  militarization  of  our  nation  is 
contrary  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Trust  in  brute  force  cannot 
go  hand  in  hand  with  obedience  to 
the  command  of  Christ. 

"We  summon  Christians  in  the 
Netherlands  to  break  free  from  the 
anti-Christian  faith  in  brute  force 
which  forms  the  background  of  mil- 


itarization today.  Only  in  this  way 
shall  we  be  able,  if  necessary,  to  re- 
sist totalitarian  Russian  communism 
in  a  more  Christian  manner  than  we 
resisted  totalitarian  German  Na- 
tional Socialism." 

Renunciation  of  "the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  intangible  national  sover- 
eignties" and  complete  disarmament 
were  urged  by  the  National  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  France. 

[The  Synod]  "demands  that  imme- 
diate action  be  taken  urging  the  var- 
ious governments  and  the  United 
Nations  to  ensure  that  by  means  of 
strict  international  control  and  the 
renunciation  of  the  whole  principle 
of  intangible  national  sovereignties, 
there  be  carried  out  a  proqess  of 
progressive  and  complete  disarma- 
ment, beginning  with  bacteriological 
and  atomic  weapons." 


"And  all  who  believed  were  to- 
gether and  had  all  things  in  com- 
mon; .  .  .  and  breaking  bread  in 
their  homes,  they  partook  of  food 
with  glad  and  generous  hearts, 
praising  God"  (Acts  2:44-47) 


Glen  E.  Norris 

Pastor,  Ambler  Church,  Pennsylvania 

Picture   Copyright,    1926,   by 
Eugene  A.  Perry 
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AN  OUTSTANDING  experi- 
ence of  the  early  Christian 
church  is  indicated  by  the 
New  Testament  word  koinonia, 
usually  translated  "fellowship" 
or  "communion."  Churches  such 
as  ours  that  emphasize  brother- 
hood should  study  the  implica- 
tions of  this  word.  In  addition  to 
the  meaning  "fellowship"  or 
"communion,"  koinonia  implies 
association,  a  sharing,  a  having 
in  common.  In  the  experience 
of  those  early  members  of  the 
church  they  had  been  born  from 
above  and  so  had  become  chil- 
dren of  God;  as  such  they  had 
come  to  have  the  experience  of 
fellowship  within  the  family  of 
God. 

"A  having  in  common"  ap- 
pears to  be  the  primary  meaning 
of  the  word.  What  did  the  early 
Christians  have  in  common  that 
resulted  in  such  a  noteworthy 
fellowship?  Evidently  not  the 
same  temperament  or  back- 
ground. Even  among  the  twelve 
disciples  of  Jesus  there  was  con- 


siderable diversity.  There  were 
fishermen  from  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  a  businessman  from 
Capernaum,  apparently  even  a 
member  of  a  revolutionary  po- 
litical party  (Simon  the  Zealot) . 
In  this  inner  circle  there  were 
impulsive  Peter,  meditative 
John  and  doubting  Thomas. 
Among  those  who  came  into  the 
church  as  a  result  of  Peter's 
preaching  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost there  must  have  been  Jews 
"out  of  every  nation  under  heav- 
en" (Acts  2:5).  Soon  not  only 
common  people  but  a  great  com- 
pany of  the  priests  were  obedi- 
ent to  the  faith  (Acts  6:7),  and 
so  came  into  the  Christian  fel- 
lowship. The  essential  nature  of 
this  fellowship  was  not  changed 
when  later  it  was  opened  to  the 
Gentiles,  who  had  a  cultural  and 
racial  background  vastly  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  Jews. 

What  did  the  believers  have 
in  common?  They  had  Christ  in 
common.  They  had  all  experi- 
enced new  life  in  him.  They  had 


become  partakers  of  the  divine 
nature — a  fact  that  united  them 
in  a  common  spiritual  experi- 
ence. From  this  experience  re- 
sulted a  sense  of  belonging  to 
one  another.  They  had  a  unique 
sense  of  unity.  The  nature  of 
their  new  fellowship  was  such 
as  to  enable  them  to  realize  a 
true  separation  from  the  ideals, 
attitudes  and  sinful  practices  of 
the  world  about  them. 

This  common  experience  of 
fellowship,  which,  on  the  one 
hand,  was  with  the  Father  and 
with  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  one  an- 
other (1  John  1:3,  7),  gave  rise 
to  certain  acts  and  forms  of  con- 
duct which  outwardly  expressed 
the  spirit  of  fellowship.  The  be- 
lievers' participation  in  Christ 
was  set  forth  symbolically  by 
partaking  of  the  bread  and  cup 
which  represented  the  sacrifice 
by  which  this  new  fellowship 
was   made  possible.   There  was 
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also  a  fellowship  of  sharing.  On 
occasion  the  members  of  the 
early  church  had  material  re- 
sources in  common  (Acts  2:44- 
45;  4:32,  34-35).  Later,  when 
a  community  of  goods  was  no 
longer  observed,  there  was  still 
a   sharing   with   those   in   need 


through  special  offerings  (Acts 
11:29;  1  Cor.  16:1;  2  Cor.  8  and 
9).  There  was  in  the  case  of 
one  church  at  least  a  "fellowship 
in  furtherance  of  the  gospel" 
(Phil.  1:5),  which  meant  co- 
operation in  missionary  en- 
deavor. 


Koinonia  is  a  real  experience 
among  all  true  followers  of 
Christ.  It  may  be  as  real  to 
us  as  it  was  to  the  early  church. 
The  greater  this  divine  fellow- 
ship we  experience,  the  stronger 
we  shall  be  as  servants  to  do  the 
will  of  God. 


Conference  Comes  to  a  Close 


Business  Session 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  morn- 
ing session  we  had  been  talking 
about  the  budget  for  the  short 
fiscal  year  of  seven  months.  The 
afternoon  discussion  began  with 
the  1951  budget  of  $1,000,000. 
Again  various  individuals  spoke 
of  the  importance  of  our  serious- 
ly pledging  ourselves  not  only 
to  pass  this  budget  but  to  raise 
it.  The  budget  was  passed,  the 
vote  being  considered  as  a  re- 
solve that  we  would  raise  it. 

The  next  item  concerned  the 
resolution  on  race.  Various  in- 
dividuals spoke  on  it;  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  main  body  of 
Brethren  really  would  like  to  be 
true  to  their  name.  A  student 
from  Ethiopia  made  a  statement 
to  the  Conference.  The  resolu- 
tion was  passed  unanimously. 

A  request  for  a  full-time  ob- 
server in  Washington  was  felt 
to  be  unnecessary  since  we  al- 
ready have  an  observer  there.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to 
study  the  place  of  a  Bible  school 
for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren: 
C.  E.  Davis,  T.  W.  Rieman,  S. 
Loren  Bowman,  R.  W.  Schlosser, 
Jesse  Ziegler.  Two  items  were 
submitted  to  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board,  a  study  of  a  guar- 
anteed fund  for  Bethany  and 
the  production  of  a  handbook 
for  new  church  members. 

California  suggested  that  An- 
nual Conference  next  year  be 
held  a  week  later,  that  is  June 
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19-24,  1951.  This  would  enable 
easier  attendance  for  many  and 
better  accommodations  at  San 
Jose,  Calif.  This  was  granted. 

Bro.  Ross  Murphy  spoke  brief- 
ly for  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety. Since  the  business  was  not 
concluded  and  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment had  come,  the  ques- 
tion was  raised  whether  to 
continue  or  to  call  a  late  evening 
meeting.  The  delegates  voted 
to  meet  at  9: 15  p.m. 

Women's  Tea 

At  4:30  the  women  held  an- 
other tea  in  the  basement  of  the 
auditorium.  These  teas  have 
been  popular  and  much  appreci- 
ated for  the  fellowship  opportu- 
nities. The  women  of  the  Central 
Region  deserve  commendation 
for  this  service  to  the  women  of 
the  Conference. 

The  Missionary  Dinner 

Three  hundred  or  more  people 
gathered  at  the  Baptist  church 
for  the  annual  missionary  din- 
ner. Beautiful  violin  music  was 
supplied  while  we  ate.  Leland 
Brubaker  was  in»  charge  of  the 
evening.  Many  missionaries,  ac- 
tive, retired  and  prospective, 
were  present.  Leland  Brubaker 
introduced  many  individuals 
and  groups  including  the  Bha- 
gats,  father  and  son  from  India, 
and  Mrs.  K'an  from  China.  A 
violin  duet  by  Robert  Walker 
and  Patricia  Keim  and  two  solos 
by  Dave  Albright  of  Elizabeth- 
town  preceded  the  speech  by  Dr. 
R.  E.  Diffendorfer,  president  of 


Japan  International  Christian 
University  Foundation,  on  the 
topic,  Far  Eastern  Horizons.  He 
began  by  telling  us  that  only  the 
Brethren  and  the  Methodists 
have  representatives  from 
abroad  sit  as  one  with  this  gen- 
eral delegate  body.  Thus  these 
two  are  the  only  real  interna- 
tional churches  in  existence. 

There  are  1,000,000,000  people 
in  the  Far  East;  500,000,000  of 
them  are  hungry,  illiterate  and 
without  modern  medicine.  Most 
of  them  are  in  some  form  of 
revolution.  We  must  help  create 
a  leadership  among  them  that 
can  go  in  the  right  direction.  We 
must  share  our  abundance  and 
our  Christ.  We  must  earn  and 
keep  their  love.  Dr.  Diffendorfer 
said  the  Christian  university 
will  be  one  of  the  best  ways 
to  achieve  these  ends. 

Evening  Session 

The  evening  got  under  way 
promptly  with  the  introduction 
of  William  Beery,  elder  song 
writer  of  the  Brotherhood  who 
was  ninety  -  eight  on  his  last 
birthday.  He  led  the  Conference 
audience  in  the  singing  of  sev- 
eral of  the  great  hymns  of  the 
church.  Especially  interesting 
was  the  singing  of  his  latest 
hymn,  "I  Will  Not  Be  Afraid," 
which  Bro.  Beery  had  not  heard 
sung  by  a  congregation  before. 
Bro.  Brightbill  led  the  audience 
in  singing  this  hymn.  Mrs.  V.  F. 
Schwalm,  chairman  of  the  eve- 
ning, led  in  the  reading  of  ai 
Scripture  and  prayer.  The  room 


was  nearly  filled  and  it  would 
have  taken  only  a  few  hundred 
to  bring  the  capacity  crowd  of 
5,700.  Jesu,  Joy  of  Man's  De- 
siring, by  Bach,  was  played  by 
two  violinists,  Robert  Walker  and 
Pat  Keim,  assisted  by  the  choir. 

M.  R.  Zigler  rose  to  speak  after 
Nelson  Huffman  had  sung  The 
Lord's  Prayer. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  based  his 
address  on  the  promise  of  the 
Master  that  if  two  or  more  agree 
on  anything  and  pray  to  God, 
that  prayer  will  be  heard.  He 
asked  the  Conference  to  consider 
what  might  happen  in  the  next 
twenty-five  years  if  we  would 
unite  in  a  fellowship  of  prayer 
and  agree  to  pray  for  peace. 

He  described  the  kind  of 
world  in  which  we  live,  a  world 
where  many  who  suffer  ask, 
"Where  is  God?"  It  is  a  world 
of  fear  and  danger,  a  world  that 
needs  peace. 

The  job  of  our  church  is  two- 
fold: to  baptize  unsaved  people 
and  to  teach  peace  to  our  neigh- 
bors. The  spiritual  power  need- 
ed for  peacemakers  must  come 
through  the  prayers  of  Chris- 
tians everywhere,  through  the 
response  of  those  who  hear 
Christ's  call  and  follow  him  even 
to  a  cross. 

Bro.    Zigler    asked    the    large 


congregation,  almost  filling  the 
auditorium,  to  join  in  praying 
for  peace.  This  was  a  silent  and 
moving  period  as  so  many 
prayed  together.  To  the  plat- 
form then  came  forty-two  Breth- 
ren youth  and  German  high 
school  students  who  joined 
hands  while  Nelson  Huffman 
sang  and  while  ushers  received 
the  evening  offering. 

The  congregation  sang  the 
hymn,  O  Blessed  Son  of  God, 
and  following  the  benediction 
the  La  Verne  quartet  sang,  Rise 
Up,  O  Men  of  God. 

Final  Business  Session 

As  soon  as  the  delegates  could 
get  into  the  middle  section  the 
final  business  session  opened. 
Raymond  R.  Peters  announced 
the  organization  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board:  president, 
C.  N.  Ellis;  vice-president,  V.  F. 
Schwalm;  executive  committee 
— Finance,  W.  Newton  Long; 
Foreign  Mission,  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man; Christian  Education,  Paul 
M.  Robinson;  Ministry  and 
Home  Missions,  Norman  Baugh- 
er;  Brethren  Service,  Hylton 
Harman. 

The  reader  read  the  Brother- 
hood theme  for  1950-51,  Deep- 
ening and  Sharing  the  Christian 
Life.    Earl  Bowman  of  Virginia 


Of  the  $140,000  Conference  Offering,  $68,000  was  presented  at  the 
missionary  convocation,  Sunday  evening  at  Grand  Rapids 


made  suggestions  about  utilizing 
the  theme.  After  some  amend- 
ments it  was  adopted. 

The  last  item  of  business  was 
to  hear  the  resolutions.  Gladdys 
E.  Muir  of  Manchester  College, 
chairman  of  the  resolutions  com- 
mittee, read  them.  After  some 
amendments  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted.  The  youth 
asked  for  the  privilege  of  dis- 
tributing a  paper  they  had  writ- 
ten about  peace  and  war.  It 
was  granted. 

Moderator  Will  thanked  the 
Conference  for  their  patience 
and  thanked  God  for  guidance. 
He  challenged  us  all  to  stand 
now  by  the  church.  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  led  in  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  officers  of  the  Conference. 
We  stood  and  prayed  together 
The  Lord's  Prayer.  The  meeting 
was  adjourned  at  two  minutes 
after  11:00  p.m. 

Sunday  Morning 

There  was  a  slight  sprinkling 
of  rain  as  the  day  began.  It 
did  not  dampen  the  spirits  of 
the  Brethren,  however,  in  any 
noticeable  way.  People  who 
were  coming  for  just  this  one 
day  began  to  arrive  early.  Some 
came  in  specially  chartered 
busses.  A  number  of  busses  had 
come  earlier  in  the  week  from 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Elgin,  111., 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  and  elsewhere. 

Church  School — Young  People 

The  Sunday-school  hour  be- 
gan at  8:30  for  the  young  people, 
who  filled  the  Black  and  Silver 
Room  of  the  auditorium.  After 
a  brief  devotional  service  the 
district  youth  choir  from  North- 
eastern Ohio,  directed  by  Don 
Disler,  sang  two  numbers,  Cher- 
ubim Song  and  The  Builder. 
There  were  thirty-five  young 
people  in  this  choir. 

An  impressive  part  of  the 
service  was  the  special  offering 
for  Brethren  Volunteer  Service. 
Vernard  Eller  explained  the 
"Crystal  Conscience  Column," 
a  large  cylinder  used  for  dona- 
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tions  from  young  people,  given 
in  place  of  what  they  might 
have  spent  for  luxuries.  Sev- 
eral hundred  young  people 
passed  by  the  front  of  the  room 
in  order  to  give  their  gifts. 
Through  sacrificial  giving  they 
gave  over  $1,000  in  cash. 

Several  young  people  from 
the  Eastern  Region  presented  a 
play,  John  Humanity  Doe.  The 
setting  was  in  "Limbo"  where 
several  persons  who  had  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  humanity 
were  gathered.  To  them  came 
humanity  in  the  person  of  John 
Doe.  They  put  him  on  trial  and 
decided  that  he  must  return  to 
earth  and  earn  his  right  to  live 
by  serving.  The  victims  of  in- 
humanity realized  that  they 
themselves  were  to  be  judged 
for  their  humanity  or  lack  of  it. 

The  La  Verne  College  Melodi- 
aires,  a  quartet  that  has  sung 
together  hundreds  of  times  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years,  made 
one  of  their  last  appearances  to- 
gether this  morning.  Jerry 
Pence,  one  of  the  members,  will 
be  leaving  soon  for  Brethren 
Service  work  in  Europe. 

James   Renz,   temperance   di- 


rector, spoke  briefly  on  the 
theme,  Right  Living  in  a  Wrong 
World.  He  listed  some  of  the 
wrongs  of  our  world — national- 
ism, race  hatred,  materialism 
and  intemperance  —  and  urged 
that  young  people  observe  the 
counsel  of  Gal.  6:1.  This  verse 
tells  how  to  live  rightly  in  a 
wrong  world  by  being  spiritual, 
loving  and  helping  those  who 
trespass  and  watching  ourselves 
lest  we  are  also  tempted. 

This  service  concluded  an 
active  youth  program  at  Confer- 
ence. Several  hundred  regis- 
tered and  joined  in  eighteen 
discussion  groups  meeting  every 
day  after  breakfast.  Recreation 
periods  were  held  each  week- 
day evening.  Many  young  peo- 
ple sang  in  the  Conference  choir. 

Church   School — Other   Age 

Groups 

Sunday  morning  at  9:00  there 
were  about  thirty  primaries 
grouped  on  chairs,  boxes,  on  the 
floor  and  on  tables  in  a  small 
section  of  the  spacious  base- 
ment of  the  auditorium.  They 
were  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  George  Heeter.  Three  chil- 
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Thinking  About  the  News 


The  Brethren  at  Grand 
Rapids 

ABOUT  6,500  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
swamped  Grand  Rapids  for 
their  164th  recorded  Annual  Confer- 
ence. The  city  had  not  anticipated 
that  many,  and  for  the  first  time  in 
their  history  found  themselves  em- 
barrassed by  their  name,  American's 
great  convention  city.  By  redou- 
bling their  efforts  they  were  able  to 
take  care  of  all  of  us,  however,  in 
very  excellent  style. 

Several  things  can  be  said  about 
the  Brethren  there. 

1.  They  went  to  church.  Not  in 
recent  years  has  the  attendance  at 
the  inspirational  meetings  of  the 
Conference  been  as  consistent  as 
this     year.      From     Friday     night 
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through  Sunday  night  the  auditori- 
um, seating  5,700  people,  was  filled 
nearly  to  the  top.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing it  could  not  hold  those  who  came 
and  other  rooms  needed  to  be  uti- 
lized. This  may  be  partly  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  were  no  mountains 
and  no  sea  near  by,  so  that  the 
temptations  not  to  go  to  church  were 
meager. 

2.  They  stayed  by  the  business. 
The  business  sessions  were  long. 
Two  extra  business  sessions  needed 
to  be  called,  one  of  them  extending 
until  11:00  at  night.  The  delegates 
stayed  by  almost  100%.  The  audi- 
ence, likewise,  stayed  by  and  even 
at  11:00  people  were  in  the  balconies. 

3.  They  concentrated  on  ecumen- 
icity. The  item  of  business  which 
called  forth  as  much  discussion  as 
any  other  was  the  one  about  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America.    This,  of  course. 


brought  up  the  question  of  our  ad- 
herence to  the  Federal  Council, 
which  has  been  before  previous 
Conferences.  The  Federal  Council  is 
to  merge  into  the  National  Council 
this  fall.  There  were  numerous  peo- 
ple who  did  not  favor  our  becoming 
a  part  of  the  National  Council. 
There  were  arguments  advanced  on 
both  sides,  but  they  were  advanced 
in  the  spirit  of  kindliness  and  each 
side  spoke  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  church  as  they  understand  them. 
When  the  vote  was  taken,  it  was 
decided  by  a  strong  majority  that 
we  should  continue  our  ecumenical 
relationships  in  the  hope  that  the 
Brethren  would  be  able  to  make 
some  contributions  to  the  total 
Christian  warfare  against  secularism 
and  sin. 

4.  They  resolved  about  race.  This 
year  the  Brethren  passed  a  strong 
resolution  about  race.  Among  other 
things  they  said  that  segregation  is 
not  in  accord  with  the  Christian  pat- 
fern  and  that  as  rapidly  as  possible 
all  sections  of  our  country  should 
seek  to  remove  themselves  from  it. 
They  expressed  their  belief  in  the 
brotherhood  of  man  under  God's 
loving  redemptive  Fatherhood. 

5.  They  resolved  about  the  church. 
In  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Conference  three  emphases  were  up- 
held: first,  the  individual's  need  of 
God.  The  world  cannot  be  redeemed 
unless  the  individuals  who  comprise 
it  are  redeemed;  moreover  the  re- 
demption of  the  individual  will 
make  for  the  redemption  of  the  so- 
ciety in  which  he  lives.  Second,  the 
revitalization  of  the  church.  They 
resolved  that  the  Brethren  witness 
should  be  forthright,  courageous  and 
clear.  They  believe  that  if  there  is 
to  be  peace  in  the  world  the  church 
must  demonstrate  the  patterns  of 
peace  and  the  way  to  peace.  Finally, 
they  resolved  that  we  should 
continue  our  world  relief  and  recon- 
struction. They  called  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  discover  ways  whereby 
our  surpluses  could  be  shared  with 
those  in  need.  They  re-emphasized 
the  DP  program,  the  Brethren  Vol- 
unteer Service  program  and  other 
arms  of  outreach  of  the  church. 
They  resolved  also  that  we  should 
continue  our  strong  opposition  to 
war  and  that  through  the  ballot  box 
we  should  seek  to  bring  about  Chris- 
tian practices  in  government. 

The  Grand  Rapids  Conference  was 
a  great  Conference.  A  fine  spirit  of 
brotherhood  and  tolerance  prevailed 
throughout.  Friendliness  and  fra- 
ternal visitation  characterized  the 
Conference  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  Brethren  are  still  Brethren. 
.     D.  w.  B. 


Conference  Comes  to  a 
Close 

Continued  from  page  6 

dren  were  dressed  in  costumes 
of  Africa,  India  and  China.  The 
children  as  well  as  the  adult 
observers  all  seemed  to  be  hav- 
ing a  good  time  as  Irene  Bit- 
tinger  told  them  stories  of 
Africa. 

Just  next  to  them  more  than 
fifty  juniors  were  getting  a  first- 
hand acquaintance  with  mis- 
sionaries and  ministers  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Leland 
Brubaker.  We  saw  the  Heck- 
mans  of  Africa,  Premchand 
Bhagat  of  India  and  Glenn  Mc- 
Fadden  of  Elgin  in  action  there. 

Although  the  scheduled  teach- 
er had  become  suddenly  ill,  the 
intermediates  were  led  during 
the  Sunday-school  hour  by  Ruth 
Smith,  who  kindly  took  charge. 
They  gave  memory  Bible  verses 
together  for  a  while,  then  joined 
in  singing  several  hymns.  Mrs. 
Olive  B.  Stinebaugh  spoke  to 
the  students  about,  how  we  must 
be  Christian  examples,  especial- 
ly to  German  students  who  come 
over  to  America  and  are  staying 
in  our  congregations. 

Adult  Church-school  Hour 

The  adult  section  of  the  Sun- 
day school  began  with  the 
singing  of  hymns  led  by  Bro. 
Paul  Halladay  while  the  crowd 
gathered.  Bro.  Elias  Brightbill 
brought  a  number  of  special 
music  and  was  followed  by  de- 
votions by  Allen  Weldy.  An 
offering  for  Christian  Education 
was  taken  while  a  male  quartet 
led  in  song. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Davis  rose  to  speak 
on  A  Major  Concern  of  the 
Prophets.  It  did  not  take  the 
audience  long,  as  they  listened 
to  Bro.  Davis'  vigorous  asser- 
tions, to  understand  that  this 
concern  was  about  the  evil  of 
alcoholic  beverages. 

Worship  Service 

As  this  service  began  every 
available  seat  in  the  large  Civic 
Auditorium  was  filled  and  many 
were  unable  to  find  places.     It 
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Samuel  the  Upright  Judge 

1    Samuel 


Growing  a  great  man 

It  is  good  to  remember  that  great 
men  do  not  come  into  existence  ac- 
cidentally; they  are  grown. 

Moreover,  if  great  men  who  can 
withstand  the  onslaughts  of  hard 
times  are  to  be  grown,  the  growing 
must  begin  in  early  youth. 

The  mother  of  Samuel  dedicated 
him  to  God  before  he  was  born.  Then 
as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  she 
presented  him  in  the  temple,  where 
he  was  brought  up  and  educated  in 
the  very  presence  of  God.  While  he 
was  still  a  youth,  God  could  talk  to 
him  in  the  daytime  and  in  the  night- 
time. 

If  we  would  have  men  strong 
enough  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  our 
times,  they  must  begin  to  be  grown 
in  the  homes.  Then  Christian  teach- 
ing must  follow  them  through  their 
elementary  school  life  and  through 
the  Christian  college.  From  these 
backgrounds  great  men  can  come. 
A  judge  who  was  concerned  about 

his  people 

Samuel  became  a  circuit  judge. 
He  traveled  from  place  to  place, 
judged  the  people  and  tried  to  help 


them  solve  their  problems.  He  was 
not  interested  in  making  all  the 
money  he  could  from  unjust  deci- 
sions; rather,  he  was  interested  in 
making  his  people  righteous.  Not 
only  did  he  want  to  settle  their 
difficulties  but  to  help  them  discover 
ways  in  which  they  would  not  fall 
into  so  many  difficulties.  He  tried  to 
lead  them  to  an  understanding  of 
God.  When  they  sinned,  he  led 
them  in  worship  and  earnestly 
prayed  for  them  and  sought  to  teach 
them  how  to  pray.  This  judge  was 
interested  not  only  in  solving  the 
immediate  problem,  but  in  removing 
the  long  causes  which  led  to  the 
immediate  problem. 
A  judge's  job 

In  the  latter  days  of  his  service 
when  Samuel  was  about  to  turn  over 
his  duties  to  a  king  who  would  then 
judge  the  people,  Samuel  called  at- 
tention to  his  effort  to  be  honest  in 
all  his  dealing  with  the  people.  He 
had  not  desired  to  oppress  or  to  de- 
fraud anyone.  He  had  only  wanted 
them  to  become  always  better.  Sam- 
uel had  a  good  concept  of  a  judge's 
job. 


was  planned  that  loud-speakers 
would  carry  the  service  to  other 
rooms  in  this  large  auditorium. 
Nearly  a  thousand  had  to  be  ac- 
commodated that  way.  It  is 
estimated  that  6,500  were  pres- 
ent. 

Bro.  Wilbur  M.  Bantz  led  this 
large  congregation  in  the  service 
of  worship.  The  Conference 
choir  sang  two  anthems:  a  glori- 
ous song  of  praise  by  Lewan- 
dowski,  using  the  words  of 
Psalm  150;  and  the  devotional 
number,  Beautiful  Savior,  by 
Christiansen. 

The  Scripture  reading  includ- 
ed the  famous  passage  from 
Isa.  6  about  that  prophet's  vision 
and  calling  and  the  story  of  Nic- 
odemus  from  John  3.  Bro.  Galen 
Ogden  called  attention  to  the 
needs  of  the  Brotherhood  and 
asked  for  spontaneous  and  gen- 
erous offering  for  the  Brother- 
hood Fund. 


The  morning  sermon  was 
brought  by  Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
pastor  of  our  church  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa.  Using  the  New 
Testament  stories  of  Nicodemus 
and  Paul,  he  brought  to  us  the 
strong  conviction  that  we  must 
be  born  again.  Even  our  church- 
es have  tended  to  produce  "nice 
people"  rather  than  "new  men." 
Getting  into  the  kingdom  of  God 
requires  a  definite  break  with 
the  past.  We  cannot  expect 
either  the  fruits  of  service  or 
Christian  devotion  from  an  un- 
regenerate  life.  But  conversion 
is  not  the  final  end.  It  is  the 
beginning  of  a  new  life  which 
can  grow  into  a  fruitful  life  of 
devoted  service. 

Afternoon  Session 

The  afternoon  session  was  al- 
most as   large   as  the  forenoon 
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Bro.  W.  W.  Lehman  of  Dixon,  111.,  believes  that 
the  world  today  needs  to  have  the  whole  Gospel 
preached.  He  writes,  "I  am  impressed  that  if  the 
preachers  of  today  would  be  on  fire  for  God  in  their 
pulpits  we  would  help  to  save  the  world  at  this 
critical  time." 

At  the  spring  council  meeting  of  the  Syracuse  church, 
Ind.,  Roy  Stiffier  and  Lavon  Symensa  were  installed  into 
the  ministry.  At  the  June  council  Sister  Ethel  Mae 
Denton  was  licensed  to  the  ministry.  The  young  people 
of  this  church,  believing  in  the  Lord's  Acre  idea,  have 
put  out  an  acre  of  pickles. 

Nearly  150  Brethren  delegates  have  registered  for  the 
World  Convention  on  Christian  Education  to  be  held 
in  Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  10-16.  On  Monday  evening, 
Aug.  14,  there  will  be  a  special  meeting  of  Brethren 
attending  the  convention.  Bro.  Premchand  Bhagat  will 
bring  greetings  from  India. 

Bro.  Emra  Fike  informs  us  that  the  following  names 
were  omitted  from  the  list  of  ministers  in  the  Peter 
Fike  family  which  appeared  in  the  June  3  issue:  Moses 
Fike,  Irven  Fike  Stern,  John  Weaver,  H.  N.  Whitten, 
Robert  Zeigler,  William  Sanger,  Dwight  Miller,  Ralph 
Arbaugh,  Arthur  Sell  and  Milton  Hostetler. 

Now  available  on  twelve-inch  seventy-eight  RPM 
phonograph  records  is  the  set  of  six  refugee  and  DP 
programs  called  Operation  Good  Samaritan.  They  were 
produced  by  the  Protestant  Radio  Commission  for 
Church  World  Service.  Designed  to  be  used  in  con- 
ferences and  assemblies,  as  well  as  in  local  churches, 
the  complete  set  may  be  secured  from  the  Promotion 
Department  of  Church  World  Service,  214  East  Twenty- 
first  St.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

The  Daughters  of  the  Reformation,  a  young  women's 
auxiliary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  has  a 
unique  plan  to  provide  their  church  with  missionaries. 
Under  this  plan  many  of  the  young  women  are  able 
to  have  personal  representatives  on  a  mission  field  for 
one  or  more  days  each  year.  They  enroll  in  the 
missionary-for-a-day  plan  by  contributing  five  dollars  to 
support  one  missionary  for  a  day.  When  enough  mem- 
bers are  enrolled,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the 
church  calls  a  missionary  to  be  sent  out  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  auxiliary.  Since  the  plan  was 
inaugurated  in  1946  five  missionaries  have  been  sent 
out  by  the  group. 

John  M.  Roller  of  Chicago  was  a  recent  visitor  at 
the  Publishing  House.  He  gave  us  information  con- 
cerning the  Longevity  Club  of  which  he  is  president  and 
Bro.  William  Beery  of  Elgin,  111.,  ninety-eight  years  of 
age,  is  vice-president.  Another  of  the  older  members 
is  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Nokesville,  Va.  The  majority 
of  the  membership  are  middle  aged  and  looking 
forward  to  an  active  old  age.  The  members  of  the 
Chicago  area  meet  several  times  yearly,  having  some 
vital  health  subject  for  discussion.  Reports  of  these 
meetings  are  sent  to  the  membership  throughout  the 
country.  Those  interested  in  the  activities  of  this 
group  can  write  to  Bro.  Roller  or  to  the  secretary,  Marie 
Petcher,  623  S.  Scovie  St.,  Oak  Park,  111. 
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Bro.  Ernest  E.  Munizing  informs  us  that  he  will  be 
available  for  evangelistic  meetings  between  now  and 
Aug.  6.   His  address  is  32  Lawn  Ave.,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Brotherhood  Fund  receipts  this  fiscal  period  totaled 
$261,580  on  June  30.  Although  $410,420  short  of  the 
seven-month  objective,  widespread  participation  in  the 
August  Emphasis  would  buttress  members'  faith  in 
achieving  fully  the   budget  goal  by   Sept.   30. 

Dr.  David  D.  Baker,  editor  of  the  Messenger,  official 
organ  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  was 
killed  in  an  auto  accident  on  June  27.  He  was  president 
of  the  Associated  Church  Press.  Many  of  his  editorials 
were  widely  noted,  even  outside  his  own  church  circles. 
Some  of  his  articles  were  reprinted  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger. 

The  golden  jubilee  of  the.beginning  of  the  work  in 
India  of  Dr.  Ida  Scudder,  pioneer  medical  missionary, 
was  celebrated  at  the  Christian  Medical  College  in 
Vellore,  South  India,  recently.  This  medical  college  is 
now  supported  jointly  by  forty  Protestant  denomina- 
tions. It  turns  out  trained,  Indian  doctors  to  serve  all 
the  missionaries  in  the  country. 

Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman  are  on  their  way 
back  to  Nigeria,  having  been  offered  an  early  sailing 
very  unexpectedly.  They  are  happy  to  be  on  their 
way  so  soon  but  regret  the  necessity  of  cancelling  a 
number  of  engagements.  They  wish  to  thank  their 
many  friends  for  helping  to  make  their  furlough  an 
exceptionally    happy    one. 

The  seventh  annual  workshop  in  audio -visual  educa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Green  Lake,  Wis.,  Aug.  28  to  Sept.  2. 
This  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  and  draws  on  the  best  available 
talent  for  leaders  and  delegates.  A  new  feature  this 
year  will  be  a  conference  for  missionaries  and  nationals. 
Many  persons  from  abroad  attending  the  institute  and 
convention  of  the  World  Council  of  Christian  Education 
at  Toronto  earlier  in  August  will  come  to  the  workshop. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  D.  R.  Murray  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  the  Eel  River  church, 
Ind.,  July  30— Aug.  13. 

Bro.  S.  H.  Flora  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  in  the  Pleasant  Val- 
ley church,  Va.,  Aug.  27 — Sept.  10. 

Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  the  Maple  Grove 
church,  Ind.,  Aug.  21 — Sept.  3. 

Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Marion,  Ind.,  in  the  North  Liberty 
church,  Ind.,  July  24-30. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Brubaker  of  Hollansburg,  Ohio,  in  the  Nocona 
church,  Texas,  Aug.  9-20. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Raven  Run 
church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Buffalo 
church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Kingsley 
church,  Iowa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  July  23 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Samuel,  the  Upright  Judge. — 1  Sam. 
2:26;  3:1-10,  19-21;  7:3-6,  15-16;  9—10;  12:1-5;  13:5-15.  Memory 
Selection:  And  Samuel  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and 
did  let  none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground.    1  Sam.  3:19. 

CBYF  Topic  for  July,  Nature  Declares  His  Glory. 
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sessions.  Brethren  were  banked 
up  to  the  ceiling  on  either  side. 
Hardly  a  score  of  empty  seats 
could  be  seen. 

The  session  was  designed  to 
lift  up  the  family.  It  was  in 
pageant  form.  J.  E.  Jennings 
was  chairman.  Stanley  Bitting- 
er  was  narrator.  The  choir  was 
seated  far  up  in  the  left  bal- 
cony. Special  musical  numbers 
were  sung  fittingly  at  appro- 
priate places  as  the  scenes  un- 
folded. We  recognized  Nelson 
Huffman  of  Bridgewater  as 
singing  The  Lord's  Prayer.  Mrs. 
Perry  Wright  of  the  University 
Park  church,  Md.,  singing  Bless 
This  House.  In  addition,  there 
were  numerous  choral,  quartet 
and  other   group  numbers. 

There  were  ten  scenes  in  the 
presentation,  "It  Takes  a  Heap 
o'  Livin'  in  a  House  to  Make  It 
Home":  The  wedding,  dedica- 
tion of  the  home,  the  first  child, 
the  first  day  of  school,  the  first 
great  sorrow,  happy  times  at 
home,  times  of  tension,  parents 
alone  again,  the  sunset  years,  a 
backward  and  a  forward  look. 
Mrs.  Ellis  Studebaker  of  Chica- 
go had  given  much  thought  to 
its  direction  and  did  a  superb 
job.  There  were  moments  of 
high  joy  and  many  moments 
when  the  audience  was  in  tears. 
(This  pageant  is  available  for 
use  in  the  local  churches.) 

After  the  offering  Jesse  Zieg- 
ler  of  Bethany  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject, Can  the  Family  Be  Saved? 
His  answer  was  not  only  that 
it  can  be  saved  but  that  it  will 
be  saved.  To  achieve  that  God 
must  be  at  the  center  of  the 
family.  In  him  each  family 
member  must  find  purpose  and 
security.  They  must  also  find 
security  in  each  other;  personal 
dignity  must  be  upheld.  They 
must  have  some  time  for  them- 
selves free  from  civic  responsi- 
bilities; they  must  play  together; 
they  must  tell  one   another   of 


their  love.  They  must  fellowship 
with  friends  in  their  home;  they 
should  read  good  books;  they 
should  pray. 

This  was  by  several  thousands 
the  largest  audience  this  re- 
porter has  seen  at  an  Annual 
Conference  Sunday  afternoon 
program  in  seven  years  of  re- 
porting. The  program  on  fam- 
ily life  was  reverently  received. 

The  hours  from  4:30  to  7:00 
had  purposely  been  left  free  for 
family  gatherings  and  church 
fellowships.  A  number  of  groups 
met  for  picnics  in  the  parks  or 
in  the  auditorium  basement. 
Missionary  Convocation 

Although  not  quite  every  seat 
in  the  Civic  Auditorium  was 
filled  for  this  service,  it  was  ap- 
parent that  it  would  be  the  cli- 
max of  a  great  Conference.  Miss 
Weybright,  who  served  so  faith- 
fully at  the  organ,  opened  the 
service  with  an  organ  prelude. 
Bro.  Calvert  N.  Ellis,  chairman 
of  the  Brotherhood  Board,  led 
the  worship  service,  reading 
passages  from  Matthew,  Acts 
and  Ephesians,  which  report  the 
great  commissions  given  to  the 
church. 

The  choir  sang  an  anthem  of 
praise  and  prayer,  Send  Out  Thy 
Spirit.  Bro.  H.  Spenser  Min- 
nich,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  associated  with  promotion- 
al work  for  missions  and  who 
recently  spent  almost  two  years 
in  India,  spoke  of  his  contacts 
with  Indian  missionaries,  In- 
dian Christians  and  our  Indian 
churches.  He  mentioned  the 
splendid  understanding  of  stew- 
ardship he  found  among  our 
Indian  Brethren.  He  read  the 
words  of  an  old  hymn  by  Isaac 
Watts,  which  was  then  sung  by 
the  La  Verne  quartet.  Bro.  Min- 
nich  emphasized  the  motive  of 
love  which  undergirds  the 
whole  mission  movement,  for  it 
is  prompted  by  God  who  loves 
us. 

Bro.  Ellis  introduced  Elder  P. 
G.  Bhagat,  a  delegate  to  the 
Standing  Committee  from  India. 
Bro.  Bhagat  has  been  a  leader  in 


our  church  in  India  for  many 
years.  He  brought  greetings 
from  the  church  there.  In  the 
country  of  India  there  have 
come  many  changes,  but  the  gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  remains  the 
same.  The  great  need  of  the 
new  India,  said  the  speaker,  is 
Jesus  Christ.  Among  people  of 
all  castes  there  are  minds  open 
to  receive  the  gospel.  There  are 
many  difficulties  but  the  people 
in  India  are  not  discouraged. 
The  church  there  will  one  day 
be  a  missionary  church.  But  it 
needs  our  missionaries,  our  gifts 
and  our  prayers. 

Following  Bro.  Bhagat's  ad- 
dress the  Conference  was  given 
an  opportunity  to  respond  by 
giving  the  Annual  Conference' 
offering  for  the  world  -  wide* 
work  of  the  church.  The  choir 
sang  Now  Thank  We  All  Our 
God,  and  Bro.  Frank  Carper 
gave  the  prayer  of  dedication 
for  the  offering. 

This  service  was  followed  by 
another  impressive  service:  the 
consecration  of  life.  The  names 
of  men  ordained  to  the  minis- 
try during  the  year  were  read 
and  four  of  them  appeared  on 
the  platform  for  this  service. 
Four  missionaries,  Miss  Wilma 
Schrag,  assigned  to  Africa;  Miss 
Thelma  Haldeman,  to  the  work 
in  India;  and  George  and  Rae 
Mason,  assigned  to  China  also 
received  the  commissioned 
charge  from  the  moderator  of 
the  Conference.  The  service  of 
laying  on  of  hands,  the  prayer 
of  dedication  by  the  moderator, 
and  the  singing  of  Speed  Away 
completed  the  service. 

Bro.  Desmond  W.  Bittinger, 
the  new  moderator,  was  pre- 
sented the  gavel  by  the  retiring 
moderator,  Bro.  Will.  He  asked 
for  our  prayers  for  the  church 
during  the  year  ahead  and  an- 
nounced the  time  and  place  of 
the  next  Conference,  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  June  19-24,  1951.  He  ad- 
journed the  Conference  and  pro- 
nounced   the    benediction. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


Your  Gift 

To  The  AUGUST  EMPHASIS-1950 

Will  Help  Brethren  Service  Abroad 


Kaltenstein,  Germany,  youth  village  for 
homeless  boys. 

Thalham,  Austria,  tuberculosis  hospital 
for  Volksdeutsch  refugees. 

Vocational  training  school  for  Volks- 
deutsch refugees  at  Linz,  Austria. 

Christopher  Sauer  workshop  at  Lesum, 
Germany. 

Eassel,  Germany,  clinic  and  recreation- 
al center,  where  ten  American  Brethren 
Service  volunteers  serve. 

European  summer  work  camps  at  Kas- 
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sel  and  Asche,  Germany,  and  Linz,  Austria; 
also  Vienna  summer  peace  camp  in  Aus- 
tria. 

Heifer  project  in  Italy,  Germany  and 
Venezuela. 

German  high  school  student  project  and 
vocational  trainee  program. 

Settlement  of  displaced  persons  families 
in  the  United  States. 

New  relief  project  opening  in  Greece. 

Castafier,  Puerto  Rico,  Brethren  Service: 
project. 

Relief  centers — New  Windsor,  Md.,  and 
Nappanee,  Ind. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


One  of  the  active  adult  sup- 
porters of  the  Big  Splash  Fishing 
Club  testifies  to  its  value  in  the 
church  and  community.  The 
picture  shows  Dr.  Murphy  sur- 
rounded by  Big  Splash-ers. 


IT  WAS  a  great  day  for  the  boys 
of  the  Greencastle  church  when 
Ross  D.  Murphy  came  to  be  their 
pastor.  That  is  what  they  will  tell 
you  when  you  ask  them  about  their 
leader.  Soon  after  Bro.  Murphy 
came  to  Greencastle,  after  serving 
the  First  church  in  Philadelphia  for 
twenty-three  years,  he  announced 
that  there  would  be  a  meeting  at  the 
parsonage  of  boys  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  sixteen.  This  meeting 
was  well  attended  and  the  now 
nationally-known  Big  Splash  Fishing 
Club  was  formed. 

The  name  Big  Splash,  chosen  by 
the  boys  themselves,  and  the  story 
of  the  forming  of  the  fishing  club 
was  carried  by  the  local  newspaper, 
picked  up  by  the  Associated  Press 
and  sent  all  over  the  United  States. 
The  boys  and  Bro.  Murphy  have  had 
letters  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
commending  them  on  the  forming 
of  their  new  organization.  The 
popular  magazine,  Sports  Afield,  in 
the  July  issue  of  last  year  carried 
a  two-page  spread  with  pictures 
telling  of  a  city  preacher  who  came 
to  the  country  with  a  sure-fire 
method  of  keeping  boys  out  of 
trouble — he  takes  them  fishing.  The 
Juniata  College  Alumni  Bulletin  car- 
ried an  article  recently  about  the 
Big  Splash.  Numerous  newspaper 
stories  have  been  printed  since  its 
origin. 

Bro.  Murphy  says  a  boy  who 
learns  to  be  a  good  fisherman  will 
be  a  good  sportsman  and  therefore 
a  good  citizen.  There  has  never  been 
anything  in  our  church  that  has 
caused  so  many  splendid  comments 
in  our  community  as  has  the  organi- 
zation of  the  fishing  club  for  the 
boys.  One  visit  to  one  of  the  regular 
meetings  in  the  church  during  the 
winter  when  it  is  too  cold  to  go 
fishing  will  convince  anyone  that 
Bro.  Murphy  is  really  doing  a  fine 
piece  of  work  with  these  boys. 

During  the  fishing  season,  Bro. 
Murphy  takes  the  boys  on  overnight 
fishing  trips  out  along  the  streams. 
The  experience  the  boys  have  will 
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BIG     SPLASH 


Paul   R.   Foust 

Greencastle,   Pennsylvania 


always  be  remembered  by  them  and 
the  parents  who  go  along  to  assist 
Bro.  Murphy.  On  the  opening  day 
of  trout  season  of  this  year,  the  boys 
got  up  about  12:30  a.m.  and  left 
Greencastle  about  1:30  a.m.  to  go  to 
the  Yellow  Breeches  near  Huntsdale 
to  fish  at  the  opening  of  the  trout 
Season,  5  o'clock.  If  you  can 
visualize  twenty  boys  at  this  hour  of 
the  morning  going  on  a  fishing  trip 
you  can  readily  see  the  enthusiasm 
and  value  that  such  an  organiza- 
tion can  create. 

The  club  includes  boys  from  other 
churches  as  well  as  our  own.  This 
interchurch  association  among  the 
boys  does  something  for  them  and 
for  the  community  that  will  not  be 
soon  forgotten.  The  attitude  of  the 
church  and  the  community  has  been 
such  that   it  is   apparent   that  both 


have  benefited  as  much  as  the  boys. 
The  parents  have  been  awakened  to 
the  fact  that  Bro.  Murphy  has  been 
filling  a  gap  in  the  community  that 
had  either  been  forgotten  or 
neglected.  He  has  commanded  the 
respect  of  both  the  boys  and  the 
community  for  this  very  fine  en- 
deavor. The  church  has  gotten 
more  publicity  from  the  Big 
Splash  Fishing  Club  than  anything 
it  has  ever  tried. 

What  Bro.  Murphy  has  accom- 
plished in  Greencastle  can  be  done 
in  every  other  church  in  the  brother- 
hood. We  will  always  be  grateful 
to  him  for  what  he  has  done  for  the 
boys  of  our  church  and  our  com- 
munity, and  I  am  sure  this  goes  for 
the  boys,  too. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


Dr.  Laura  Cottrell  says, 
"He's  My  Boy" 

When  this  remark  was 
made  in  the  home  of  H. 
Spenser  and  Eva  Minnich, 
Spenser  said:  "What  do  you 
mean  by  claiming  this  full 
grown  young  man  as  your 
boy?"  Dr.  Laura  replied:  "I 
attended  his  mother  when 
he  was  born  twenty-nine 
years  ago  and  I  have  pre- 
scribed medicine  for  him 
through  the  years  and  have 
followed  him  in  his  spiritual 
attainment  and  watched 
him  as  he  took  advanced 
schooling  in  Bombay,  where 
he  has  just  successfully  com- 
pleted examinations." 

Martin  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Trikamlal  B.  Jerome,  pastor 
of  the  Bulsar  congregation. 

Martin  has  been  borrow- 
ing the  books  from  H.  Spen- 
ser Minnich's  library  and 
has  a  thirst  for  knowledge  of 
the  more  spiritual  things. 


Cyril  Viraji  Thakore 

At  the  next  worship  serv- 
ice following  his  baptism, 
Cyril  was  invited  to  read  the 
scripture  from  the  first  chap- 
ter of  John.  He  read  it  of 
course  in  Gujerati.  The  ser- 
mon was  preached  by 
Premchand  G.  Bhagat,  and 
as  if  by  coincidence  the 
scripture  assigned  to  be 
read  by  Cyril  was  the  very 
chapter  Bro.  Bhagat  took  as 
his  text.  Life  and  Light. 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


I  DID  not  choose  the  ministry  of 
my  own  accord.  Two  very  fine 
Christian  men  and  friends  in  my 
own  home  church  came  to  me  once 
and,  putting  their  arms  about  my 
shoulders,  talked  to  me  about  the 
ministry  and  how  they  felt  the  Lord 
and  the  church  wanted  me  in  the 
ministry.  I  have  never  forgotten  that 
great  experience.  The  church  soon 
thereafter  called  me  to  the  ministry 
and  that  summer  sent  me  into  a  mis- 
sion field  in  West  Virginia. 

So  because  of  those  "calls"  I  be- 
came a  minister.  Certainly  there 
were  other  reasons,  such  as  a  good 
home  and  a  good  church  community. 
Now  I  can  explain  why  I  would 
again  choose  the  pastoral  ministry 
only  by  telling  why  I  first  chose  the 
pastoral  ministry. 

After  being  put  into  the  ministry, 
I  spent  several  summers  and  then 
several  years  at  different  places  in 
mountain  mission  work  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. I  had  gone  from  a  good 
church-centered  community  to  com- 
munities where  the  church  was  not 
the  center.  I  saw  there  more  inner 
conflicts,  more  fruitless  searching  for 
something  to  take  the  drudgery  out 
of  life,  more  drinking,  more  jealous- 
ies, more  unstable  homes,  more 
fighting,  more  stealing,  more  mur- 
dering than  I  had  ever  seen  before. 
The  lack  of  these  people?  A  satisfy- 
ing inner  spiritual  life. 

It  was  the  pastor's  privilege  to 
minister  to  this  inner  need  and  his 
joy  to  see  lives  regenerated  and  re- 
habilitated. I  saw  folks  find  an  ade- 
quate spiritual  life,  some  after  years 
of  struggle,  and  become  strong  in 
character  and  strong  homebuilders. 
Christ  in  them  made  the  change.  So, 
first,  I  was  led  to  take  the  pastoral 
ministry  because  of  its  opportunities 
of  ministering  to  the  whole  life. 

Second,  I  saw  the  difference  be- 
tween a  church-centered  community 
and  one  with  no  adequate  church 
life.  I  saw  communities  become  uni- 
fied. As  a  church  program  became 
effectual  I  saw  them  become  inter- 
ested in  the  higher  and  better  things 
of  life.  I  saw  it  register  in  better 
housekeeping  and  better  homebuild- 
ing,  in  concern  for  better  health  and 
school  development.  I  saw  that  the 
church  and  real  Christianity  meant 


Foster   M.   Bittinger 

Salem   Church,   Ohio 


more  of  the  abundant  life  and  that 
they  offered  unlimited  opportunities 
for  abundant  service. 

Third,  I  came  to  see  that  the  parish 
ministry  offered  unlimited  oppor- 
tunity for  personal  development  and 
increasing  richness  of  life.  I  had  sev- 
eral special  interests,  concerns  or 
hobbies,  and  I  saw  that  in  this  work 
anything  that  added  to  the  richness, 
breadth  and  depth  of  one's  own  life 
would  add  also  to  making  one  a  bet- 
ter minister  to  the  whole  life.  I  saw 
that  any  truth  discovered  was  but  a 
part  of  the  truth.  The  pastoral  min- 
istry challenged  me  to  open  my  eyes 
to  see  and  my  ears  to  hear.  It  was 
the  challenge  to  explore  the  un- 
known, blaze  new  trails,  and  seek 
with  the  Master  the  joys  of  the 
greater  heights. 

Science  and  research  have  but 
confirmed  my  early  observation  and 
conviction  that  the  real  need  of  man- 
kind is  that  inner  peace  which  only 
Christ  can  give.  Science  now  tells  us 
that  many  of  our  illnesses  are  men- 
tal, caused  by  wrong  thinking  and 
that  our  inner  sense  of  guilt,  fears, 
jealousies,  anxieties,  worries  and 
hates  put  poisons  into  the  blood- 
stream which  make  us  ill.  My  own 
further  experience  bears  this  out 
and  reveals  the  relief  and  healing 
that  can  come  by  confession,  assur- 
ance of  forgiveness,  and  restored 
faith  and  joy  of  salvation.  First,  then, 
I  would  make  the  same  choice  again 
because  of  a  strengthened  conviction 
that  only  a  Christ-centered  life  can 
bring  the  abundant  life. 

In  the  second  place  .a  broader  ex- 
perience has  increased  my  conviction 
that  only  the  Christian  way  of  life 


can  bring  a  fuller  life  to  any  com- 
munity, including  the  whole  world. 
Increasingly  all  people — militarists, 
scientists,  educators — all  say  that  our 
hope  is  in  the  spirit.  I  have  seen 
many  communities  changed  by  an 
active  church  parish  program.  I 
know  some  of  the  differences  be- 
tween pagan  and  Christian  lands.  I 
believe  that  the  future  of  our  pres- 
ent civilization  is  hopeless,  unless 
we  find  the  way.  So  I  want  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  to  help  our  age  find 
the  way. 

In  the  third  place,  many  years  now 
spent  in  the  pastoral  ministry  have 
brought  joys  unspeakable.  It  is  a 
sacred  joy  to  be  able  to  explain  to 
those  who  come  in  their  great  need, 
open  their  hearts,  unload  their  bur- 
dens, face  mistakes  and  weaknesses, 
how  Christ  can  help.  It  is  a  joy  to 
see  people  rebuild  their  lives  by  the 
help  of  a  loving  God  and  find  the 
peace  that  passes  all  understanding. 
I  am  more  firmly  convinced  by  the 
experience  of  years  that  no  other  life 
would  offer  such  richness  and  joys. 
Certainly  there  have  been  failures, 
but  always  I  am  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  these  are  failures  because  I  have 
not  yet  found,  and  cannot  reveal, 
enough  of  the  riches  of  the  kingdom. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  convinced  that 
sin  is  an  attempt  to  live  against  the 
laws  of  life,  that  most  of  our  trouble 
and  suffering  comes  because  we  go 
against  the  laws  of  life,  which  are 
the  laws  of  God.  So  I  would  again 
choose  the  pastoral  ministry  because 
of  its  opportunity  to  learn  the  laws 
of  life  and  the  laws  of  God  and  be- 
cause of  the  privilege  of  helping 
mankind  to  learn  them  and  live  by 
them. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Cady-Christopherson. — John  E.  Cady  of 
Lewiston,  Minn.,  and  Mary  Christopher- 
son  of  Pleasant  Valley,  Minn.,  in  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  church,  June  6,  1950,  by  Rev. 
George  Goodried—  Mrs.  William  E.  Wright, 
Utica,  Minn. 

Grove-Fleming. — John  E.  Grove  of  West- 
minster, Md.,  and  Betty  Ann  Fleming  of 
Cedarhurst,  Md.,  in  the  Meadow  Branch 
church,  Md.,  June  4,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Byron  Berkey  and  Harold  Bom- 
berger,  Westminster,   Md. 


JULY  22.   1950 


13 


Lefever-Herlzog. — John  David  Lefever  of 
York,  Pa.,  and  Mary  Romaine  Hertzog  of 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  in  the  Ephrata  church,  June 
24,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.- — Ernest  Le- 
fever,  New  Haven,   Conn. 

Musser-Kreider. — John  Harold  Musser  of 
Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  and  Dorothy  Jean  Kreider  of 
Manheim,  Pa.,  Feb.  1,  1950,  in  the  Salunga 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Earl  C.  Bru- 
baker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Rhodes-Kiser. — Kermit  Rhodes  and  Sa- 
lome Kiser,  both  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  June 
10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Royer-Delhamer. — C.  Holmes  Royer  and 
Phyllis  Jean  Delhamer,  both  of  York,  Pa., 
June  10,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  York, 
by  the  undersigned. — Chester  H.  Royer, 
York,   Pa. 

Savior-Fritz. — Harold  E.  Saylor  and  Lor- 
etta  Jane  Fritz,  both  of  Meyersdale,  Pa., 
in  the  Fritz  Lutheran  church,  June  18, 
1950,  by  Rev.  Glen  Keidel— Mrs.  Galen  A. 
Fike,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Slorkel-Marrioil.— Richard  W.  Storkel 
and  Marjorie  Marriott,  June  17,  1950,  at 
Centerville,  Wash.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
B.  J.  Fike,   Outlook,  Wash. 

Wengerd-Buterbaugh. — Joseph  E.  Wen- 
gerd  of  Grantsville,  Md.,  and  Bernice  D. 
Buterbaugh  of  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Nov.  13, 
1949,  in  the  Meyersdale  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— I.  C.  Paul,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Young-Etter. — J.  Chalmers  Young,  Jr., 
and  Klee  Jane  Etter,  Feb.  18,  1950,  in 
the  Welsh  Run  church,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  Clar- 
ence Hunsberger. — John  D.  Martin,  Mer- 
cersburg,  Pa. 

Ziegler-Arbogast. — Robert  E.  Ziegler  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Constance  Faye  Ar-- 
bogast  of  Junior,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Valley 
River  church,  June  24,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  Norman  Seese. — 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Myers,  Annie  M.,  daughter  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  Harrison,  was  born  at  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  Oct.  25,  1873,  and  died  at  New 
berg,  Oregon,  May  28,  1950.  She  was  bap- 
tized in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  In  1937  she 
joined  the  Dunkard  Brethren  church.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  William  E.  My- 
ers in  1901.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
this  union.  She  is  survived  by  her  chil- 
dren, thirty  grandchildren,  two  great- 
grandchildren and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Elder  E.  L.  Withers. 
Burial  was  in  the  Friends  cemetery  at 
Newberg,  Oregon. — Mrs.  Lea  Stemen, 
Minot,  N.  Dak. 

Myers,  Edwin,  Jr.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  Myers,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
parents  May  2,  1950,  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  East  Fair- 
view  Sunday  school.  Funeral  services 
were  held  from  the  East  Fairview  church 
by  the  undersigned. — H.  A.  Merkey,  Man- 
heim, Pa. 

Rodkey,  Mary,  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  Gutchall,  was  born  at  Beaver- 
town,  Pa.,  June  11,  1893,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son  in  Hummelstown,  Pa., 
April  21,  1950.  On  Dec.  10,  1910,  she  was 
married  to  Howard  Rodkey.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  sons,  three 
daughters,  twelve  grandchildren,  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of .  the  Williamsburg  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Bechtel  funeral 
home  in  Williamsburg  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Alfred  D.  Replogle.  Burial  was  in  the 
Brumbaugh  cemetery  at  Fredericksburg, 
Pa.— Elizabeth  Sollenberger,  Williamsburg, 
Pa. 

Skipper,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Deborah  Stuller,  was  born  Dec.  1,  1871, 
and  died  Nov.  5,  1949.  She  was  married  to 
George  Skipper  on  April  28,  1892,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  daughters  and 
four  sons.  She  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  while  a  young  woman.  Her 
six  daughters,  two  of  her  sons  and  six  of 


her  grandchildren  are  also  members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Meadow  Branch 
church,  Md.,  by  W.  E.  Roop,  F.  E.  Williar 
and  J.  M.  Prigel.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — J.  M.  Prigel,  Glenarm, 
Md. 

Sufion,  Gladys  M.,  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Pearl  Shideler  Goslee,  was  born  near 
Lancaster,  Ind.,  June  5,  1915,  and  died 
April  26,  1950.  When  ten  years  of  age, 
she  united  with  the  Loon  Creek  church. 
She  was  married  to  Wayne  Sutton  on 
June  5,  1940.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  daughter,  her  mother  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Garland  B.  Borden. 
Burial  was  in  the  Lancaster  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Garland  Borden,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Teeter,  Glenn  A.,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Emory  Teeter,  was  born  July  11, 
1907,  near  Jasper,  Mo.,  and  died  as  the 
result  of  an  accident,  May  15,  1950.  He  was 
married  on  Feb.  19,  1938,  to  Velma  Lorene 
Davidson.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
eight  children,  his  parents  and  two  sis- 
ters. He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  an  early  age.  He  was  assis- 
tant Sunday-school  superintendent  in  the 
Carthage  church  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
At  the  close  of  a  revival  service  held  in 
May  by  Bro.  O.  H.  Feiler,  Mrs.  Teeter  and 
five  of  the  children  were  baptized.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  by  Bro.  O.  H. 
Feiler,  assisted  by  Bro.  Glenn  Trowbridge, 
the  pastor,  in  the  Ulmer  funeral  home  in 
Carthage.  Burial  was  in  the  Paradise 
cemetery  north  of  Carthage. — Olive  E. 
Holmes,  Carthage,  Mo. 

Trimpey,  Emma  E.,  wife  of  Charles  R. 
Trimpey  and  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Miller  Baughman,  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  her  home  in  York, 
Pa.,  June  4,  1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Madison  Avenue  church  in  York.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter, 
one  sister  and  two  brothers.  She  was  a 
long-time  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  a  faithful  reader  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Blaine  K.  Decker  funeral 
home  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Jesse  O.  Jenkins.  Interment  was  in  the 
Mount  Rose  cemetery  in  York. — M.  A. 
Jacobs,  York,  Pa. 


Church  News  ... 


Pennsylvania 
Johnstown,  Morrellville. — The  mothers' 
club  of  our  church  redecorated  and  fur- 
nished a  room  in  the  church  building  to  be 
used  as  a  nursery.  A  speaker,  connected 
with  the  amplifying  system,  was   also  in- 


stalled. Emma  Snyder,  missionary  nurse 
home  on  furlough,  spoke  and  showed 
slides  of  her  work  among  lepers  in  North- 
ern Nigeria.  Retired  Missionary  J.  M. 
Blough  spoke  on  the  work  of  missions  in 
India.  He  challenged  the  intermediate  de- 
partment to  raise  twenty-five  dollars 
which  would  support  a  child  for  one  year 
in  a  boarding  school  in  India.  This  group 
has  now  met  that  challenge.  Bro.  David 
Hanawalt,  associate  regional  secretary, 
spoke  in  our  church  and  showed  slides  of 
camp  life  to-  the  young  people  of  our  cir- 
cuit at  an  afternoon  meeting.  Bro.  Edgar 
S.  Kiracofe  of  Juniata  College  brought  the 
message  on  Juniata  Day.  At  our  last  coun- 
cil meeting  Bro.  Floyd  McDowell  was  re- 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  He  plans  to  en- 
ter Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  this  fall. 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Keppler  were 
installed  into  the  office  of  deacon.  Bro.  J. 
A.  Robinson  was  here  to  assist  in  this 
service.  Mrs.  Roy  S.  Forney  was  elected 
to  represent  our  church  at  both  the  music 
conference  and  Annual  Conference.  On 
Palm  Sunday  ten  persons  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.    Easter  day 


Announcements  .  .  . 


REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Eastern    Region. — Juniata    College,    Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  Aug.  22,  23. 
Southeastern  Region. — Roanoke,  Va.,  Aug. 
22-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 
Canada,  Western. — First  Irricana,  Alberta, 

July  23-26. 
Colorado. — Denver,  Aug.   17-20. 
Illinois,  Southern. — Liberty,  Aug.  25-28. 
Indiana,  Middle.— Spring  Creek,  Aug.  16-19. 
Indiana,       Northern.  —  Camp       Alexander 

Mack,  Milford,  Aug.   14-17. 
Indiana  Southern. — Arcadia,  Aug.  22-24. 
Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Da- 
kota.—(Undecided),   Aug.   25-28. 
Michigan.  —  Camp     Manikiwa,     Brethren, 

Aug.  29— Sept.  1. 
Missouri,    Southern,    and    Arkansas. — New 

Hope,  Ark.,  Aug.  18-21. 
North  and  South  Carolina. — Upper  Brum- 

metts    Creek,    N.    C,    Aug.    9. 
Ohio,  Northeastern. — Olivet,  Aug.  29-31. 
Oklahoma.— Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  Aug.  17-20. 
Tennessee. — Jackson  Park,   Aug.   16-18. 
Texas    and    Louisiana. — Falfurrias,    Texas, 

July  20-23. 
Virginia,    Eastern.  —  Free    Union,    Locust 

Grove   church,   Aug.    16-18. 
Virginia,  First.— Copper  Hill,  July  26-28. 
Virginia,  Southern. — Bethlehem,  July  25-27. 
West  Virginia,  Second. — Mt.  Zion,  Aug.  24, 

25. 


AN    INVITATION 


A  booklet  of  eight  pages,  4V2X5V2  inches, 
with  a  strong  evangelistic  appeal.  Using 
Bible  verses  grouped  under  appropriate 
headings  it  not  only  invites  one  to  become 
a  Christian  but  also  answers  objections 
and  points  out  how  the  invitation  may 
be  accepted.  Useful  as  something  to  leave 
with  one  whom  you  are  trying  to  win  to 
Christ. 


The  price  is  3c  per  copy;  $2.50  a  hundred 
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was  begun  with  a  sunrise  service,  followed 
by  breakfast  served  by  the  Mothers'  Club. 
The  cantata,  The  Divine  Redeemer,  was 
presented  at  the  morning  service.  The 
women's  work  quilted  three  comforters 
and  sent  diapers  to  Kassel,  Germany.  Re- 
cently Mrs.  Harry  Berkey,  district  director 
of  home  and  family  life,  spoke  to  the 
young  adult  group.  May  14  was  observed 
as  family  day.  The  children's  consecra- 
tion service  was  held  during  the  morning 
worship  period.  Bro.  Clyde  Bounds  of 
Windber  spoke  at  the  evening  service.  Our 
church  will  be  one  of  four  churches  to 
hold  the  community  Bible  school  in  West 
Johnstown  June  12-23.  Our  pastor,  Roy  S. 
Forney,  held  a  two  weeks'  revival  service 
in  the  Center  Hill  church.  During  his  ab- 
sence the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Brethren 
Homer  C.  Hess  and  Floyd  McDowell.  Our 
pastor  served  on  the  Standing  Committee 
at  Annual  Conference  and  will  represent 
the  district  board  of  Christian  education  at 
the  Toronto  conference  in  August. — Mrs. 
Philip  Myers,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Maple  Spring. — The  progress  of  the  work 
at  Maple  Spring  continues.  The  Deepening 
of  the  Spiritual  Life  is  the  emphasis  in  the 
entire  church  program.  On  Easter  evening 
our  CBYF  presented  an  Easter  service  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  Millard  Weaver. 
On  the  evening  of  April  16  the  Conemaugh 
Township  high  school  choir  presented  a 
sacred  music  program  in  our  church.    On 


May  2  our  church  met  in  special  council 
and  voted  to  begin  immediate  construction 
on  the  addition  to  our  church  building 
and  to  make  other  alterations  on  our 
present  auditorium.  On  May  10  we  held 
a  ground-breaking  service  to  mark  the  be- 
ginning of  this  work.  We  were  engaged  in 
a  series  of  precommunion  services  May  8- 
14.  At  the  close  of  this  week  of  services 
we  received  seven  persons  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  on  April  30  four  more  were 
baptized.  This  makes  eleven  received  by 
baptism  since  our  last  report.  At  the  pres- 
ent our  pastor  is  preaching  a  series  of  ser- 
mons on  the  basic  doctrines  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife. 
Brother  and  Sister  John  M.  Geary,  repre- 
sented our  church  at  Annual  Conference. — 
Mrs.  John  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Perry. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  April 
22  with  Bro.  Paul  K.  Newcomer  presiding. 
Our  elder,  Jacob  L.  Miller,  and  Bro.  New- 
comer spoke  to  us  the  following  morning 
in  our  morning  worship  service.  Sister 
Grace  Clapper,  missionary  to  China  and 
now  on  furlough,  was  in  our  community 
and  spoke  to  us  on  May  16.  We  are  co- 
operating with  other  churches  in  our 
community  in  a  union  Bible  school  in 
Blain  this  summer.  A  number  of  our  jun- 
iors and  intermediates  are  looking  for- 
ward to  a  week  at  Camp  Swatara.  Each 
summer  the  Huntsdale,  Mt.  Olivet,  New- 
ville,  Perry  and  Ridge  congregations  meet 


Brethren    boys   and  girls- 

and  others,  too,  are  enjoying  these  interesting  and  informing  books 
about  Brethren  children.  Are  you,  Brethren  parents,  giving  your  chil- 
dren the  opportunity  to  read  and  enjoy  them? 

SnowBall  Comes  to  the  Early  Family 

by  Desmond  W.  Biiiinger 

John,  Evelyn,  Bill  and  Ben  Early  were  whole- 
some, happy,  fun-loving  children  who  lived  with 
their  parents  on  a  farm  in  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  about  four  decades  ago.  The  account 
of  what  happened  in  the  experiences  of  these 
Brethren  children  and  of  their  pet  lamb,  Snow- 
Ball,  will  interest  and  delight  Brethren  children 
of  the  present  day.   Price,  $1.00. 


Little  Red '  Hummy 

by  Myrtle  Crist  Porter 


/!3££j 


With  a  western  Kansas  setting,  this  book  has 
grown  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  back- 
ground of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Reading 
it,  one  shares  the  typical  pioneer  experiences  of 
the  Frantzes,  such  as  a  prairie  fire,  the  coming  of 
grasshoppers,  a  prairie  blizzard,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  wheat  growing  in  western  Kansas.  It 
upholds  the  Brethren  life  principles  and  makes 
them  attractive.    Price,  $1.25. 


Brethren  parents,  be  sure  your  children 
read  these  books! 

BRETHREN      PUBLISHING      HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


together  in  an  outdoor  service  at  the  Big 
Spring  state  park.  This  year  the  date 
was  June  25.  Bro.  Cyrus  Krall,  pastor  of 
the  Newville  congregation,  was  the  speak- 
er. Both  the  Manassas  and  Three  Spring 
churches  are  doing  some  improving  on 
their  church  property.  A  new  electric 
clock  was  recently  given  to  the  Three 
Springs  church.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  the  coming  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jesse 
Whitacre  for  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  the 
Manassas  church  Aug.  21 — Sept.  3. — Mrs. 
Glenn  L.   Gingrich,   Blain,   Pa. 

Quakertown. — We  had  a  successful  re- 
vival with  Bro.  Linford  Rotenberger  of 
York,  Pa.,  as  our  evangelist.  As  a  result, 
we  had  fifteen  conversions  and  many  re- 
consecrations,  and  the  entire  church  was 
revived.  A  nursery  class  has  been  recently 
organized.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Monroe  Good, 
was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  We  held  dedication  services 
for  our  newly  remodeled  basement;  Bro. 
Levi  Ziegler  was  the  speaker.  Sister  Cora 
George,  one  of  our  faithful  deaconesses, 
passed  away.  On  April  23  Brother  and 
Sister  Ira  Petre,  our  missionaries  to  Af- 
rica, told  us  of  the  work  on  the  Africa 
mission  field.  They  are  being  supported  by 
the  men's  work  of  our  church.  We  decided 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  supporting 
a  second  missionary,  Sister  Mabel  Clay- 
pool,  of  Kittanning.  She  is  studying  this 
year  at  Bethany  Seminary  and  plans  to  go 
to  the  India  field.  A  check  of  $826  was  sent 
to  Elgin  for  the  support  of  Miss  Claypool. 
We  held  our  spring  communion  service  on 
May  7  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Glenn  Norris, 
presiding. — Mrs.  H.  E.  Ream,  Richland- 
town,  Pa. 

Waynesboro. — On  the  evening  of  April  23 
a  concert  of  sacred  music  was  presented 
by  the  a  cappella  choir  of  Elizabethtown 
College  with  Bro.  W.  David  Albright  as 
the  director.  On  the  evening  of  April  30 
our  pastor  exchanged  pulpits  with  Bro. 
Ross  Murphy,  pastor  of  the  Greencastle 
church.  On  May  7  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of 
Elizabethtown  College  conducted  a  Bible 
institute  in  our  church.  The  men's  work 
organization  of  the  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania  were  guests  of  the  local 
men's  organization  at  a  dinner  meeting  on 
April  15,  when  William  S.  Livengood,  Jr., 
delivered  the  address.  Recently  the  boys' 
work  committee  of  our  men's  organization 
sponsored  a  Sky-Ways  Kite  Club  for  the 
younger  boys.  On  Easter  evening  our 
church  choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Prof. 
Charles  M.  Cassel,  presented  the  cantata, 
Calvary.  At  our  quarterly  church  busi- 
ness meeting  on  April  12  Frank  Heckman, 
John  Rebak,  Kenneth  Monn,  H.  L.  Berkey 
and  Paul  Cook  were  elected  deacons.  A 
reception  for  the  thirty-six  members  who 
united  with  the  church  during  the  past 
year  was  held  on  May  3.  On  May  16  Mrs. 
J.  Harold  English,  director  of  the  home- 
builders,  presented  a  program  entitled 
Lamp  Lighting  Time.  On  April  17  our 
youth  fellowship  had  a  dinner  in  honor  of 
the  high  school  graduates  of  their  group. 
On  May  14  our  chapel  choir  with  the 
youth  fellowship  presented  a  program  at 
our  evening  worship  service. — Sudie  M. 
Wingert,   Waynesboro,   Pa. 

Welly. — The  women's  and  men's  groups 
have  been  busy  with  various  projects  for 
relief  and  our  building  indebtedness.  We 
have  had  several  worth-while  speakers  re- 
cently. Bro.  Elmer  Hoover  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College  held  a  Bible  institute.  At  our 
regular  quarterly  business  meeting  on 
April  11  Elder  W.  A.  Keeney  of  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.,  was  elected  presiding  elder  of 
the  Welty  congregation  for  a  period  of  one 
year.  Also  at  this  meeting  the  resignation 
of  our  pastor,  J.  I.  Thomas,  was  accepted 
with  regret,  to  be  effective  the  last  of 
August.  Bro.  Thomas  expects  to  spend  the 
coming  school  year  at  Bethany  Seminary. 
On  Easter  evening  our  choir,  under  the 
leadership  of  Sister  Helen  Thomas,  pre- 
sented the  cantata,  The  Lord  of  the  Easter- 
tide. On  April  30  the  women's  group 
sponsored  a  speaker  from  Japan,  Mrs. 
Colbert  Kurokawa.  Our  spring  love  feast 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  6,  with  our 
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the  remodeling  and  the  ladies'  aid  led  the 
way  in  providing  the  pews.  A  fund  had 
been  started  about  two  years  ago  for  pews 
but  after  the  blueprints  were  made,  it  was 
decided  to  bolster  the  fund  by  subscription 
in  order  to  get  them  sooner.  The  response 
from  members  and  friends  was  remark- 
able. Pre-Easter  services,  with  lay  mem- 
bers conducting  the  worship  and  the  home 
ministers  bringing  the  messages,  were 
held.  The  children  conducted  the  Sunday- 
school  worship  on  Easter  morning.  The 
young  people  and  other  groups  presented 
special  musical  numbers  during  the  meet- 
ing. Our  next  council  meeting  will  be 
held  on  June  17.  Bro.  S.  H.  Flora  of  Win- 
ston-Salem, N.  C,  will  conduct  our 
evangelistic  services  in  the  near  future. — 
Mrs.  Ray  L.  Mitchell,  Floyd,  Va. 

Wakeman's  Grove. — On  May  14  we  met 
Name      in  council  with  our  elder,  Bro.  L.  S.  Miller, 
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new  elder,  Bro.  W.  A.  Keeney,  presiding. 
The  women  of  the  church  had  charge  of 
the  Mother's  Day  service  with  Sister 
Walter  Bromley  as  the  speaker.  In  the 
evening  of  May  14  Sister  Grace  Clapper  of 
India  was  with  us. — Esther  V.  McCormick, 
Highfield,  Md. 

While  Oak. — Our  sisters'  aid  society 
spent  a  day  sewing  at  a  Lancaster  hos- 
pital. At  their  regular  meeting  they  are 
busy  quilting.  At  our  annual  council 
Brethren  Jere  Cassel  and  Ollie  Hevener 
were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  Our  evangelistic  meetings 
were  held  at  Manheim  with  Bro.  Reuel 
Pritchett  of  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  as  the 
evangelist.  As  a  result,  three  persons  ac- 
cepted Christ  and  since  then  one  more 
has  been  baptized.  Good  Friday  services 
were  held  at  Graybill's  by  the  home  min- 
isters. An  amplifying  system  has  been 
installed  in  the  Manheim  house.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  at  Graybill's  May  17  and  18 
with  Bro.  Frank  Layser  of  Myerstown 
presiding,  assisted  by  Bro.  Harry 
Fahnestock  of  Pine  Grove,  David  Gibble  of 
Chiques  and  John  Hevener  of  Neffsville. 
Recently  fifteen  young  people  spent  a  few 
days  in  Greene  County,  Va.,  helping  to 
construct  the  community  building  at  Ba- 
con Hollow,  where  Brother  and  Sister  Har- 
old Kettering  have  charge. — Kathryn  M. 
Brubaker,   Manheim,   Pa. 

Windber. — A  musical  program,  spon- 
sored by  the  Scholars  class,  was  presented 
on  the  evening  of  May  5  by  the  Roof  Gar- 
den male  chorus.  A  play,  Simon  the  Leper, 
was  presented  one  evening  by  the  Scalp 
Level  CBYF.  Holy  Week  services  were 
faeld  April  5-7.  Good  Friday  services  were 
held  in  the  Windber  church  with  all  the 
Protestant  churches  participating.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May 
7.  A  dedication  service  for  babies  was 
iheld  on  Mother's  Day.  Baccalaureate  serv- 
ices for  the  graduates  were  held  in  the 
(high  school  on  May  23.  Twelve  persons 
from  our  church  graduated  this  year.  Our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  sponsored 
'by  the  Truth  Seekers  class  was  held  on 
May  23.  The  first  union  services  for  sum- 
mer Sunday  evenings  was  held  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  on  May  28.  Five  per- 
.sons  were  baptized  on  May  3. — Mrs.  Wayne 
Adkins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Buena  Vista. — Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  retired 
■missionary  to  India,  was  with  us  for  two 
evenings.  Our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing were  Brethren  Frank  Fox  and  Walter 
Sheltman.  The  pastor  and  his  wife  were 
elected  as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  recommendation  of  the 
building  committee,  that  as  soon  as  our 
'building    fund    reaches    $15,000    we    begin 


our  building  program,  was  approved.  Our 
Easter  offering  for  this  purpose  was 
$3,166.81,  which  brought  the  fund  up  to 
our  goal.  Plans  are  now  being  made  to  do 
the  work  this  summer.  A  two-story  Sun- 
day-school addition  will  be  built  in  the 
rear  of  the  church  and  the  entire  base- 
ment and  main  auditorium  will  be  reno- 
vated and  redecorated.  Thirty- three 
dollars  were  contributed  to  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  April  30.  Union  pre-Easter  services 
were  held  by  the  ministers  of  the  town 
with  our  pastor  preaching  in  the  Methodist 
church  on  April  4.  Several  of  our  young 
people  attended  the  regional  conference  at 
Bridgewater  April  22  and  23:  Our  women's 
district  conference  held  at  Bridgewater 
was  attended  by  sixteen  of  our  women. 
Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attend- 
ance have  been  very  commendable. — Mrs. 
John  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Mt.  Hermon. — Several  men  and  women 
attended  the  joint  men  and  women's  meet- 
ing at  Antioch  on  April  12.  The  women's 
work  bought  material  and  relined  the 
ruffle  around  the  platform  and  staircase 
and  retaped  the  Venetian  blinds.  They  are 
using  the  calendar  coin  cards  this  year  to 
raise  money  for  their  projects.  The  men's 
work  trimmed  the  shrubbery  and  cleaned 
the  church  lawn.  They  are  using  their 
cars  to  bring  people  from  a  distance  to 
church.  On  Mother's  Day  Bro.  Warren  D. 
Bowman  of  Bridgewater  College  spoke  at 
the  morning  and  afternoon  services.  Our 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June  12-23. 
Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held  June  25 
— July  9  with  Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  the 
Hollins  Road  church  in  Roanoke  as  the 
guest  speaker.  A  building  fund  has  been 
started  to  raise  money  to  build  our  church 
parsonage. — Ruth    W.    Nolen,    Bassett,    Va. 

Pleasant  Valley. — The  first  services  in 
our  recently  remodeled  building  were  held 
on  May  7.  The  interior  of  the  church  has 
been  completely  redecorated.  New  win- 
dows with  amber  cathedral  glass  were 
also  installed.    The  men's  group  sponsored 


presiding.  This  council  should  have  been 
held  in  February  but  owing  to  the  illness 
of  Bro.  Miller,  it  was  postponed  until  he 
was  able  to  attend.  Bro.  Miller  was 
re-elected  elder  for  another  year.  We  de- 
cided that  we  would  get  Bro.  H.  E.  Wake- 
man  of  Luray  to  hold  our  revival  meeting 
but  the  date  has  not  yet  been  set.  We  also 
decided  to  co-operate  with  Pleasant  View 
for  a  summer  pastor.  Sister  Alma  Barrick 
was  re-elected  as  our  Messenger  agent  for 
another  year.  The  undersigned  was  also 
re-elected  as  our  Messenger  correspondent. 
Bro.  Olen  Landis  and  Sister  Nina  Zigler 
were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  the  Pleasant  View  church 
April  14  and  15.  We  lost  one  member  by 
death  since  our  last  report.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  May  7  the  young  people's  class 
sponsored  an  old-time  hymn  sing.  An  out- 
standing feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
male  quartet  from  the  Mill  Creek  church. 
— Mrs.  Ida  Barrick,  Edinburg,  Va. 

Waynesboro. — Our  delegates  to  district 
conference  were  Mrs.  J.  F.  Alford,  Mrs. 
Charles  Cline,  Mrs.  Hollis  Harlow  and  Mr. 
J.  M.  Wright.  The  church  is  sending  the 
pastor,  Virgil  Brallier,  as  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  Our  love  feast  was 
observed  on  April  6.  We  held  our  regular 
council  on  April  27  and  the  main  item  of 
business  was  to  secure  a  pastoral  assistant 
to  replace  Dottie  Barnes.  Mrs.  Erne  Prid- 
dy  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  was  contacted  and 
has  accepted  the  position,  to  be  effective 
Sept.  1.  Our  vacation  church  school  will 
be  held  June  12-23.  Our  building  program 
is  progressing  satisfactorily. — Don  Snyder, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Washington 

Outlook. — John  Hunter  filled  the  pulpit 
on  the  evening  of  April  16.  He  had  just 
returned  from  college.  Brother  and  Sister 
Clarence  Heckman,  returned  missionaries 
to  Africa,  were  with  us  on  April  22.  They 
exhibited  a  large  number  of  skins  and 
curios  from  Nigeria.  After  giving  a  gen- 
eral description  of  the  work,  they  pre- 
sented a  film  showing  life  in  the  area 
where  they  worked.  Bro.  John  Peters  was 
a  guest  speaker  on  the  evening  of  April  30. 
Bro.  B.  J.  Fike  was  retained  as  our  pastor 
for  another  year.  The  children  presented 
an  Easter  program.  The  church  floors  have 
recently  been  sanded  and  painted.  Sadie 
J.  Miller,  a  returned  missionary  to  India, 
is  spending  several  weeks  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Fike  and  other  friends. — Mrs. 
Anna  Myers,  Outlook,  Wash. 
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There  will  be  no  August  selection  for  the 

Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club 

The  August  19  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  will  carry  not 
only  the  announcement  of  the  September  selection  but  also 
a  statement  of  a  change  in  the  policy  governing  the  Book 
of  the  Month  Club.   Don't  miss  it. 
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THE   HOUSE 

THAT 

SONG  BUILT 


70  BE  free  in  body  when  the  mind  is  not  free  is  only  half  a  loaf.  Following  the  Civil 
War,  Negroes  in  the  United  States  began  to  build  for  themselves  schools.  Through 
them  they  hoped  to  achieve  liberation  from  the  shackles  of  illiteracy  which  had  en- 
slaved them  for  a  long  time. 

Step  by  step  Fisk  University  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  came  into  existence.  No 
educational  institution  is  complete  without  a  chapel  for  it  is  there  the  growing  mind  can 
commune  with  the  Author  of  all  truth.    But  Fisk  had  no  chapel. 

A  group  of  singers,  soon  known  as  The  Fisk  Jubilee  Singers,  toured  the  coun- 
try filling  many  halls  and  many  hearts  with   their   music. 

They  sang   into   existence   the   Fisk   Jubilee   chapel  pictured   above. 
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Students  for  the  Protestant  min- 
istry should  spend  a  year  as  self- 
supporting  industrial  or  farm  work- 
ers before  beginning  their  work  as 
pastors.  A  conference  of  pastors  and 
theological  students  meeting  at 
Betzdorf,  Germany,  recommended 
this  course. 

Women  in  an  Indian  village  are 
now  going  to  school  and  taking  their 
children  with  them.  Qualified  teach- 
ers are  administering  a  curriculum 
specifically  suited  to  the  needs  of 
these  women.  Domestic  science, 
cottage  industries,  hygiene,  first  aid, 
child  psychology  and  arithmetic  are 
taught. 

Food  and  People  is  being  pro- 
moted by  the  United  Nations  Educa- 
tional, Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization  as  a  major  topic  for 
study  and  discussion  throughout  the 
world.  International  relations  clubs 
in  high  schools  and  colleges  are  giv- 
ing especial  attention  to  this  prob- 
lem. Though  world  population  has 
increased  two  hundred  million  in 
the  last  ten  years,  the  world  is  rais- 
ing three  per  cent  less  food  than  in 
1940. 

What  Makes  a  Winner? 

Gil  Dodd,  who  has  shown  his  back 
to  fast  mile  runners  by  the  hun- 
dreds, says  in  the  Ohio  Messenger: 

"On  many  occasions  during  the 
lime  that  it  has  been  my  pleasure 
to  coach  young  men  and  women  in 
athletics,  the  question  has  been 
asked  of  me  what  makes  an  athlete 
a  winner  in  sports  contests?  Too 
often  coaches  are  too  busy  to  for- 
mulate answers  to  such  queries  but 
it  always  seemed  important  to  me 
that  the  inquirer  be  informed  of 
the  makeup  of  a  winner  in  athletics. 

"One  requirement  for  a  winner  is 
the  possession  of  some  special  phy- 
sical abilities  including  endurance, 
prowess,  agility,  timing  and  intesti- 
nal fortitude.  The  entire  group  of 
these  physical  abilities  can  be  accu- 
mulated by   a  normal   child. 

"A  second  requirement  is  the  pos- 
session of  a  sound  body  with  which 
we  acquire  the  physical  skills.  This, 
of  course,  presupposes  a  total  absti- 
nence of  any  form  of  non-nourishing 
material  from  entering  the  body. 
Participation  in  athletics  requires  a 
well-nourished  body  ready  to  act 
at  a  moment's  notice.  There  is  no 
middle  road  to  lake  in  becoming  a 
winner  in  sports.  Small  amounts  of 
alcohol  taken  internally  are  harm- 
ful."— Clipsheet 


The  new  displaced  persons  act  be- 
came law  on  June  16  when  the 
President  signed  it.  This  act  makes 
provision  for  the  admission  of  a 
total  of  415,744  persons  under 
various  categories  and  the  time  of 
the  act  is  extended  to  July  1951. 

Many  university  students  of  South 
Africa  have  been  taking  an  en- 
couragingly strong  stand  against 
racial  discrimination  and  segrega- 
tion This  is  done  in  the  face  of  the 
government's  proposals  to  establish 
separate  universities  for  nonwhites. 
Two  universities  which  have  always 
admitted  nonwhites  on  academically 
equal  terms  reaffirmed  by  a  large 
majorities  the  principle  of  nonsegre- 
gation.    (WP) 

A  new  community  is  arising  in 
Northern  Nigeria  called  Takalafiva 
(Walk  in  Health).  Part  of  a  cam- 
paign against  the  ravages  of  the 
tsetse  fly,  the  town  will  have  a 
model  school,  dispensary  and  mar- 
ket. It  is  located  in  an  area  where 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  population 
suffered  from  illness  due  to  impure 
water  and  a  third  from  sleeping 
sickness.  Sixteen  new  villages  have 
been  built  in  the  same  area.  (WP) 

Sixty  young  men  and  women, 
most  of  them  newly  graduated  from 
colleges  and  universities,  began  the 
latter  part  of  June  a  six  weeks* 
training  course  on  life  in  Latin 
America  at  the  Hartford  Seminary 
Foundation  in  Connecticut.  The 
group,  made  up  of  teachers,  nurses, 
secretaries,  social  workers,  agricul- 
turalists, engineers  and  technicians 
with  other  skills,  will  spend  three 
years  in  South  America  under  the 
Methodist  mission  board.  This  is  the 
third  group  of  its  kind  to  be  trained 
under  the  Methodist  board.  Two 
years  ago  a  group  went  out  to  Japan; 
last  year's  group  went  to  India. 

Point  Four,  President  Truman's 
program  for  help  to  backward  areas, 
has  been  endorsed  by  a  group  of 
the  nation's  leading  educators.  To 
avoid  failure  they  offer  eleven  sug- 
gestions. Among  them  are:  an 
educational  program  as  bold,  new 
and  imaginative  as  the  technical 
program;  an  educational  program 
that  works  closely  with  the  tradi- 
tions, the  life  conditions  and  the 
institutions  of  the  people  involved; 
the  use  of  America's  diverse  racial 
and  national  stocks,  including  the 
Negroes,  to  carry  out  the  program; 
study  by  students  of  the  problems 
that  an  industrial  civilization  brings. 


ACCEPTING  RESPONSIBILITY 
IN  THE  FAMILY 


ONE  of  the  important  fea- 
tures of  growing  up  is  a 
willingness  to  accept  re- 
sponsibility. The  best  place  to 
learn  this  is  in  the  family.  The 
most  natural  time  to  acquire  this 
valuable  characteristic  is  in  the 
preschool  years. 

Since  the  Christian  family  is  a 
democratic  institution,  every 
member  should  accept  respon- 
sibilities, in  accordance  with  his 
age  and  ability,  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  group. 

Who   decides? 

It  is  naturally  the  respon- 
sibility of  parents  to  direct  the 
activities  of  the  family  and  to 
suggest  or,  if  necessary,  assign 
responsibilities,  to  each  member 
of  the  family.    But  in  order  to 


safeguard  the  democratic  prin- 
ciple, points  of  difference  may 
be  freely  discussed  by  all  in  the 
family  council,  where  '  each 
person  may  present  grievances 
and  voice  opinions.  After  all 
phases  of  the  subject  have  been 
discussed  the  matter  may  be 
settled  by  vote  of  the  group. 

What    about    freedom? 

We  all  love  our  freedom.  Most 
people  do  not  like  to  be  told  what 
to  do.  At  three  years  of  age, 
Mary  may  love  to  climb  on  a 
stool  and  help  mother  with  the 
dishes.  But  a  few  years  later 
she  may  possibly  get  the  idea 
that  it  is  more  fun  to  cut  out 
paper  dolls  or  do  something  else 
that  she  specially  wants  to  do. 

When    dad    suggests    that    it 


Howard   and   Winifred   Keim 

South  English,  Iowa 
Photo  by  Cross  from  Monkmeyer 


Simple  assignments  of  responsi- 
bility should  be  made  to  small 
children;  this  child  feels  he  is  con- 
tributing his  share  in  the  work  of 
the  home 


would  be  nice  for  Mary  to  help 
mother  with  the  luncheon  dishes, 
while  the  older  children  are  at 
school,  she  responds  with  the 
question,  "What  if  I  don't  want 
to?"  Dad  suggests  that  we  live 
in  a  family  where  we  all  need  to 
work  together.  He  explains  that 
at  times  each  person  must  do 
things  he  does  not  want  to, 
because  it  is  the  only  way  to  be 
fair  to  others.  If  a  thing  is  right, 
it  will  give  one  a  good  feeling 
inside  to  do  it,  even  though  he 
may  not  want  to  do  so  at  the 
time. 

Mother  calls  from  the  kitchen, 
"I'd  love  to  have  a  little  helper 
and,  if  she  hurries,  she  may  wash 
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the  dishes  and  I  will  dry  them." 

Little  Mary  says,  "All  right,  I'll 

help,"  and  lays  down  her  scissors 

and   paper    dolls,    and   runs    to 

help. 

Is  it  worth  the  bother? 

Teaching  children  to  accept 
responsibility  is  some  trouble. 
Some  dishes  get  broken,  many 
errors  are  made,  accidents  hap- 
pen and  machinery  is  sometimes 
abused.  But  that  is  the  way  we 
learn.  Parents  owe  it  to  their 
children  to  take  the  time  and 
the  trouble  and  to  have  the 
patience  to  teach  them  how  to 
achieve  success  in  the  family 
tasks,  beginning  early  with 
simple  assignments  of  responsi- 
bility. 
Some    precautions! 

While  children  must  catch  the 
idea  of  accepting  responsibility 
before  school  age,  many  things 
will,  of  course,  need  to  wait  until 


later.  Our  mechanized  homes, 
farms  and  cities  present  many 
hazards  to  life  and  limb.  The 
child's  enthusiasm  for  the  job 
should  not  lead  the  parents  to 
place  too  great  a  risk  upon  the 
child's  physical  well-being  by 
tackling  the  work  of  an  adult. 

If  a  dish  is  broken  or  a  piece 
of  machinery  damaged,  let  us  be 
fair  and  reasonable  about  placing 
responsibility  for  that.  If  mother 
lays  aside  her  housework  to 
help  father  and  son  get  the  corn 
in  the  crib,  then,  by  all  odds,  they 
should  not  hesitate  to  help  wash 
dishes  and  share  other  respon- 
sibilities ordinarily  assumed  by 
the  mother. 
Do  it  in  love! 

The  ideal  to  be  sought  is  that 
each  member  of  the  family  will 
develop  to  the  place  where  he 
will  accept  responsibility  for 
doing  what  he  can  and  that  he 


will  do  it  gladly  in  the  spirit  of 
Christian  love  without  being 
told.  He  does  it  not  because  he 
expects  to  get  paid  for  it,  but 
because  he  loves  his  family  and 
wants  to  do  his  share  of  the 
work,  so  that  others  will  not  be 
overly  burdened.  Paul  suggests 
that  everyone  should  carry  his 
own  burden,  but  he  also  calls 
upon  the  strong  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  weak  (Gal.  6: 
2-4). 

When  you  see  a  basket  of 
clothes  or  a  bucket  of  coal  wait- 
ing by  the  "wayside"  and  you 
know  that  this  item  needs  to  be 
taken  in  the  direction  you  are 
going,  for  the  well-being  of  the 
family  and  if  you  are  physically 
able  to  do  the  job,  do  it.  That 
act  will  give  you  a  wonderful 
feeling  inside  and  it  will  help 
you  become  the  kind  of  person 
the  world  needs. 


EDITORIAL 


Let  Us  Try  Asking 

JAMES,  in  the  fourth  chapter 
of  his  epistle,  is  concerned 
about  Christians  who  could 
have  many  blessings  and  yet 
do  not  have  them.  He  speaks  of 
two  reasons  in  particular. 

Some  people  will  not  try  ask- 
ing. "Ye  have  not,"  he  writes, 
"because  ye  do  not  ask."  Such 
people  battle  each  other  for  the 
things  all  of  them  could  have  if 
they  would  only  ask.  Since  ask- 
ing is  much  more  rewarding  and 
much  easier  than  battling  James 
cannot  understand  why  Chris- 
tians will  not  ask. 

"There  is  more  wrought  by 
prayer  than  this  world  dreams 
of!" 

James  hastens  to  explain  some 
of  the  secrets  of  asking.  He 
points  out  that  there  are  people 
who  ask  with  much  persistence 
and  repetition  but  they  do  not 
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receive.  In  such  cases,  James 
says,  it  is  because  they  ask  amiss. 

And  how  does  one  ask  amiss? 
James  makes  that  clear  also. 
"Ye  ask  amiss,  that  ye  may  con- 
sume that  which  is  given  upon 
your  own  selfishness  and  lust." 
God  is  not  willing  to  give  when 
selfishness  is  the  reason  for  ask- 
ing. 

Many  of  us  have  prayed  ear- 
nestly and  have  not  been  satis- 
fied. We  wonder  why.  If  we  are 
willing  to  stop  and  analyze 
courageously  we  may  discover 
that  back  of  the  asking  was  a 
very  selfish  and  little  reason. 
God  wants  us  to  be  bigger  than 
that! 

But  more  likely  we  do  not  ask 
at  all.  We  feel  so  self-confident 
that  we  are  sure  we  can  get  what 
we  want.  We  can  get  it  even  if 
our  having  it  means  that  some- 
one else  cannot  also  have  it  or 
that  we  must  take  it  away  from 
someone  else  in  order  to  have 
it.  So  we  battle  for  land,  houses, 


possessions,  status,  prestige,  na- 
tional power,  just  as  James  said. 

There  is  a  better  way.  James 
was  sure  of  it.  "Ask,"  he  said. 
"If  ye  do  not  ask  amiss,  ye  shall 
receive." 

In  humility  let  us  cease  grab- 
bing from  each  other.  Like  good 
children  in  God's  family  let  us 
try  asking  our  Father  concern- 
ing the  desires  of  our  hearts. 

d.  w.  B. 

A  New  Type  of  Missionary 

IN  A  recent  release  on  mission- 
ary personnel,  the  Foreign 
Missions  Conference  presents 
a  growing  need  for  a  new  type 
of  missionary  for  foreign  work. 
The  verbal  preaching  of  the  gos- 
pel, which  previously  was  a 
prime  undertaking  of  the  mis- 
sionary, is  now  being  turned, 
over  largely  to  the  local  Chris- 
tians. It  has  been  discovered 
that  they  can  approach  their 
own   people    with    considerable 


more  evangelical  effectiveness 
than  can  foreigners.  Since  they 
can  present  the  Christian  church 
as  their  own  church,  not  a  for- 
eign one,  it  grows  and  spreads 
among  them. 

As  these  "backward"  nations 
become  industrialized,  however, 
and  change  their  manner  of  liv- 
ing to  an  industrialized  econo- 
my, they  have  need  for  help 
from  missionary  and  religious 
leaders.  One  of  the  greatest  de- 
mands is  in  the  field  of  education 
and  literacy.  During  recent 
years  the  number  of  educational 
missionaries  sent  abroad  has  in- 
creased. More  medical  personnel 
is  being  called  for.  Those  with 
technical  skills  who  can  render 
assistance  in  the  growing  pro- 
gram of  industrialization  and 
keep  it  directed  toward  Chris- 
tian purposes  are  greatly  needed. 
Specialists  in  agriculture  and 
rural  life  are  in  demand.  Japan 
particularly  needs  missionaries 
in  the  above  categories.  Only 
eight  missionaries  went  to  Japan 
in   1946,  thirty-six  in   1947  and 


103  in  1948.  For  1949  and  1950 
the  figures  will  be  still  larger. 

Africa  and  the  Near  East  are 
now  receiving  more  missionaries 
than  any  other  areas.  Latin 
America,  which  once  received 
few  missionaries,  has  now  risen 
to  third  place.  China  received 
125  missionaries  in  1948. 

Even  though  there  is  a  change 
of  emphasis  in  the  type  of  mis- 
sionary work  which  foreigners 
are  now  called  upon  to  do,  the 
same  dedication,  consecration 
and  commitment  are  still  need- 
ed. As  the  local  Christians  be- 
come missionary  preachers  and 
evangelists  to  their  own  people 
the  contribution  of  foreign  help 
gradually  shifts  more  into  tech- 
nical and  educational  areas.  All 
of  these  lie  within  the  scope  of 
the  great  commission:  "Teach- 
ing all  things."  As  the  foreign 
missionary  and  the  local  worker 
support  and  strengthen  each  oth- 
er, brotherhood  develops  and  the 
abundant  life  becomes  possible. 
Then  the  kingdom  grows. 

D.  W.  B. 


Thinking    About   the    News 


What  Choice 

CHOICE  1:  History  Lesson,  Grade 
7.  In  the  future.  Near  the  close 
of  World  War  II  the  first  atom- 
ic bomb  was  used.  This  bomb  was 
the  first  large-scale  application  of 
the  principle  of  atomic  fission  which 
had  been  a  joint  discovery  of  the 
scientists  of  the  world.  The  United 
States  was  the  first  nation  to  harness 
this  new  force  into  a  destructive 
bomb  with  explosive  power  almost 
beyond  description. 

Seemingly,  the  tremendous  de- 
structive possibilities  of  atomic  fis- 
sion paralyzed  the  constructive 
mentalities  of  the  people  of  the 
world.  They  now  had  in  their  hands 
a  power  which  could  unlock  for  all 
mankind  a  way  of  life  with  comfort 
and  physical  blessings  almost  un- 
limited. The  world  stood  at  the 
threshold  of  great  tomorrows. 

Physically  the  world  had  become 
a  neighborhood.  It  was  smaller  than 
even  a  tiny  county  of  a  century  be- 
fore.   The  voices  of  these  neighbors 


could  be  heard  in  one  another's 
homes  within  a  matter  of  fractions 
of  seconds;  even  their  moving  and 
speaking  figures  could  be  seen  on 
television  screen  in  one  another's 
living  rooms.  The  discovery  of 
atomic  fission  should  have  made  it 
possible,  in  due  time,  to  eliminate 
hunger  and  destitution  everywhere. 

But  the  world  was  possessed  with 
the  idea  of  bombs.  It  could  not  see 
that  its  people  must  learn  to  live 
like  neighbors  if  they  were  to  live 
at  all. 

Governmental  leadership  in  those 
years  was  incredibly  poor  almost 
everywhere.  The  new  principle  of 
fission  was  throttled  by  the  various 
governments  for  destructive  pur- 
poses alone.  Fear  clouded  men's 
thinking  abilities.  The  world  family 
got  ready  to  fight  one  another  across 
the  breakfast  table,  determined  to 
break  up  all  the  silverware,  the 
plates,  the  table  itself  and  finally  to 
burn  down  the  house  in  doing  so. 

One  fine  day  they  began  the  fight. 
The  great  powers  of  atomic  fission 


were  unleashed  by  the  members  of 
the  family  against  one  another. 

There  can  be  no  explanation  for  it 
other  than  that  ihe  world  was  sick, 
mentally  sick.  Not  all  of  its  people 
were  sick.  There  were  many  who 
wept  to  see  the  end  come  when  they 
stood  at  the  threshold  of  great  be- 
ginnings. But  these  few  could  not 
stop  it;  they  perished  in  the  burning 
house  along  with  the  rest. 

That  is  why  we  live  in  caves  now 
and  are  beginning  once  more. 

We  must  profit  from  the  mistakes 
of  that  earlier  day.  We  must  always 
remember  that  the  most  important 
relations  are  human  relations. 

CHOICE  2:  A  second  ending  for 
the  history  above. 

But  the  fight  never  came.  The 
common  people  of  the  world  finally 
saw  what  their  politicos  and  mili- 
tary leaders  were  storing  up  for 
them.  They  began  to  curtail  the 
deadening  influence  to  allow  the  sci- 
entists to  develop  atomic  fission  for 
useful  purposes  rather  than  for 
death  and  fear  only. 

A  real  world  government  was  al- 
lowed to  develop  and  within  a  very 
short  period  of  years  the  world  grew 
from  a  bickering  group  of  prejudiced 
and  frightened  nations  into  a  helpful 
neighborhood. 

There  were  hard  moments  and 
there  will  be  many  more  through 
the  years  ahead  but  now  everyone 
sees  that  there  is  to  be  a  way  ahead. 
Fear  is  gone. 

The  chief  credit  for  the  snatching 
of  the  people  of  the  world  from  the 
very  jaws  of  death  must  be  given  to 
the  churches.  For  centuries  they 
had  not  caught  the  real  message  of 
Christ,  their  leader,  who  also  taught 
a  very  vital  and  living  and  brotherly 
religion.  Finally,  the  Christians 
themselves  learned  the  real  mean- 
ings of  Christianity  and  began  to 
live  it.  Its  influence  spread  like  a 
leaven  in  all  directions  until  there 
is  now  promise  that  the  entire  world 
will  be  leavened. 

1  he  writings  of  David  E.  Lilienthal, 
former  atomic  energy  commission 
chairman,  gave  rise  to  the  above 
historical  speculation.  He  said  in  a 
recent  article  in  Colliers  that  to  use 
all  fire  for  episodes  like  the  great 
Chicago  fire  or  to  use  all  electricity 
for  executions  only  is  just  as  sensi- 
ble as  to  use  all  atomic  fission  for 
bombs  and  war  only.  He  pleads  for 
a  chance  to  go  in  the  direction  of 
choice  2  above  instead  of  choice  1. 
Choices  1  and  2,  which?  It  de- 
pends on  us  Christians.         D.  w.  b. 
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Together  We  Move  Ahead 


Raymond  R.  Peters 

General  Secretary,  General  Brotherhood  Board 


THE  editors  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  have  done  a  good 
job  in  reporting  the  day-by- 
day  events  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Annual  Conference.  I  would  like 
to  add  my  word  of  testimony  to 
the  high  caliber  of  the  Confer- 
ence, for  I  returned  to  my  office 
feeling  that  the  1950  Annual 
Conference  had  been  one  of  the 
best  in  recent  years.  Throughout 
the  Conference  there  was  a  deep 
desire  to  find  God's  will  for  our 
lives  and  for  his  church.  Every- 
one seemed  to  have  a  sense  of 
responsibility  for  the  growth  and 
outreach  of  the  church.  Pastors, 
missionaries,  service  workers, 
college  administrators,  secretar- 
ies and  members  of  the  laity 
worked  together  harmoniously 
in  projecting  the  program  of  the 
church. 

There  were  differences  of 
opinion.  That  should  always  be 
so.  At  no  time  in  the  Conference, 
however,  was  there  evidence  of 
bitterness  of  spirit.  The  discus- 
sion regarding  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  though 
probably  the  most  controversial 
topic  under  consideration,  was 
carried  on  in  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tian brotherhood.  Everyone  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  express 
his  opinion  and  those  whose 
opinions  were  not  that  of  the 
majority  were  still  willing  to 
continue  to  work  in  the  spirit 
of  brotherhood. 

The  Brethren  Publishing 
House  sales  exceeded  eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  —  the 
largest  volume  of  business  in  the 
history  of  Annual  Conference 
sales.  This  splendid  support  on 
the  part  of  our  people  is  indeed 
encouraging.  The  orders  for  the 
new  Brethren  Hymnal  were  not 
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included  in  this  total  sale.  The 
interest  in  the  new  hymnal  far 
exceeded  expectations. 

A  more  definite  evidence  of 
the  splendid  spirit  and  support 
within  the  Brotherhood  is  re- 
flected in  the  Annual  Conference 
offering  which  exceeded  one 
hundred  forty  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  one  of  the  largest  An- 
nual Conference  offerings  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  We  believe  our  people 


are  in  earnest  about  undergird- 
ing  the  Brotherhood  program  in 
a  financial  way.  It  is  exceedingly 
important  that  we  continue  this 
good  work  so  that  we  may  close 
our  short  seven-month  fiscal  pe- 
riod in  a  satisfactory  fashion. 
There  will  be  two  more  special 
offerings,  namely,  the  August 
Emphasis  and  the  Achievement 
Offering  on  September  17.  We 
will  begin  our  new  twelve- 
month fiscal  year  October  1, 1950. 
All  of  us  have  had  a  part  in 
these  splendid  achievements  and 
we  have  a  right  to  feel  a  sense  of 
genuine  satisfaction  in  the  prog- 
ress that  is  being  made.  As  we 
continue  our  interest,  our 
prayers,  our  sacrificial  giving, 
our  devoted  service  we  will  sure- 
ly have  the  blessings  of  the  Lord. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

My  husband  and  I  have  been  mar- 
ried for  four  years;  the  doctor  seems 
sure  that  we  will  never  have  a  child 
of  our  own. 

We  face  the  problem  of  deciding 
whether  to  go  on  through  life  to- 
gether, just  the  two  of  us,  or  to 
find  somewhere  a  child  who  is  in 
need  of  a  home.  While  not  having 
children  of  our  own  has  been  a  deep 
disappointment,  we  do  compensate 
for  our  loss  in  various  ways.  We  are 
free  to  go  and  come  as  we  please; 
we  do  many  things  together.  We 
have  more  money  to  spend  for  our 
home,  and  we  both  give  much  of  our 
time  to  service  activities  in  the  com- 
munity; yet  we  are  not  certain. 
What  do  you  advise? 

Husband  and  Wife 

Dear  Husband  and  Wife: 

Your  situation  is  a  hard  one,  one 
many  childless  couples  have  had  to 
think  through. 

Without  being  dogmatic,  I  would 
encourage  you  to  do  two  things: 
first,  to  continue  to  hope  for  a  child 
of  your  own  by  seeking  additional 
medical  counsel.  Much  research  has 
been  done  regarding  childlessness  in 
recent  years;  there  is  always  a  possi- 
bility that  your  particular  problem 
may  sometime  be  solved.  Second, 
will  you  weigh  with  me  the  ad- 
vantages in  adopting  a  child? 


There  will  be  the  joy  of  providing 
for  a  child  in  need  of  the  kind  of 
home  you  have  to  offer.  Ask  your 
librarian  for  the  book,  Room  for 
One  More,  the  true  story  of  a  hus- 
band and  wife  who  took  into  their 
home  three  homeless  children,  all 
of  whom  had  heavy  handicaps! 
They  found  it  an  adventure. 

There  will  be  the  advantage  of 
centering  your  present  husband-wife 
love  in  a  third  life  outside  and  be- 
yond yourselves.  The  temptation  to 
become  selfish  in  your  own  happi- 
ness will  be  less;  the  common  re- 
sponsibility   will    tie    you    together. 

Another  advantage  will  be  the 
enriching  of  your  fellowship  with 
other  married  couples  who  do  have 
children.  The  conversations  that 
turn  inevitably  to  measles,  mumps, 
teeth  and  feedings  can  sometimes 
leave  the  childless  couple  feeling 
somewhat  detached.  This  fellowship 
also  is  insurance  against  any  ten- 
dencies of  undue  criticism  toward 
struggling  parents  "who  ought  to  do 
better  than  they  do"! 

It  seems  to  me  families  have  a 
primary  purpose  —  to  be  a  "seed- 
bed" for  growing  life.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  more  likely  to  come  to 
the  end  of  your  life  feeling  you  have 
fulfilled  nature's  purpose  for  you  if 
you  provide  in  your  own  home  one 
seedbed  for  the  larger  world 
outside.  Your  Counselor. 


' 


The  Minister's  Support       Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 


R.  E.  Mohler 

Executive  Secretary,  Men's  Work 

ONE  of  the  saddest  letters 
that  has  come  to  my  desk 
in  recent  years  arrived  this 
morning.  It  was  written  by  a 
pastor  concerning  a  brother  pas- 
tor who  had  served  long  and 
well,  and  had  succeeded  in  build- 
ing a  strong  congregation.  In 
recent  months  this  worthy  pas- 
tor has  been  forced  to  resign, 
leading  to  much  confusion  and 
dissatisfaction  in  the  congrega- 
tion. The  simple  truth  was  that 
this  minister  had  worked  for 
many  years  for  approximately 
the  same  salary,  and  with  the 
great  increase  in  prices  he  was 
unable  to  pay  his  actual  living 
costs,  and  was  forced  to  seek  oth- 
er employment. 

Why  not  quit  talking  about 
the  minister's  salary,  and  talk 
about  his  support?  I  seriously 
doubt  that  we  should  increase  a 
minister's  check  for  the  sake  of 
holding  him.  Let's  increase  it  in 
order  to  meet  his  needs,  and 
think  of  these  needs  as  we  would 
think  of  our  own  needs  and  de- 
sires. What  are  his  needs?  Here 
are  a  few: 

1.  He  must  give  his  one  tenth 
to  the  Lord,  or  how  dare  he  ask 
his  congregation  to  do  so? 

2.  He  must  pay  for  food  and 
clothing  for  himself  and  family, 
and  provide  for  general  house- 
hold expenses.  (We  expect  him 
to  live  and  dress  in  such  a  way 
that  we  are  not  ashamed  of  him.) 

3.  He  must  own  and  maintain 
a  car. 

4.  He  must  buy  books  and 
magazines. 

5.  He  must  provide  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  his  children. 

6.  He  must  build  up  a  little 
for  retirement,  and  provide  for 
the  days  of  sickness  or  other  pos- 
sible calamity. 

These  are  but  a  few  needs  of 
the  minister;  there  are  others. 
The  layman  should  face  this  is- 
sue fairly,  and  see  that  his  pas- 


David,  a  King  Who  Honored  God 
2  Samuel 

For  July  30 


A  man  after  God's  own  heart 

Sometimes  we  wonder  why  David, 
who  often  took  things  in  his  own 
hands,  and  who  frequently  sinned 
grievously  before  God,  should  be 
called  a  man  after  God's  own  heart. 

There  are  reasons.  It  is  not  that 
David  was  perfect.  Rather,  it  is  that 
David  was  willing  to  come  before 
God  in  deep  repentance  when  he  did 
sin  and  in  humbleness  to  ask  God  to 
keep  him  growing  and  working.  He 
was  never  an  idle  man.  He  never 
rested  on  his  achievements.  He 
never  justified  his  acts  or  alibied  for 
them.  He  repented  for  his  sins. 
Then,  rising,  he  moved  forward  to 
be  used  of  God  for  further  achieve- 
ments. These  must  have  been  at 
least  a  few  of  the  reasons  why  God 
called  him  a  man  after  his  own 
heart. 
My  house  and  God's  house 

After  David  had  established  his 
headquarters  in  Jerusalem  and  had 
enlarged  the  borders  of  his  land,  he 
built  himself  a  house  fitting  for  a 
man  of  his  achievements.  It  was 
made  of  cedar.  It  was  large  and 
comfortable. 


Then  he  got  to  thinking  about  the 
house  in  which  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  was  lodged.  It  was  not 
comparable  to  his  own.  He  had 
given  more  thought  and  attention 
to  his  house  than  he  had  to  God's 
house.  This  did  not  seem  right  to 
David  and  he  began  to  make  plans 
for  a  house  of  God  which  would  be 
worthy  of  Jehovah. 

In  these  days  we  have  given  a  lot 
of  thought  to  housing.  Many  of  us 
live  in  convenient  and  nice  homes. 
Have  we  given  sufficient  thought  to 
God's  house?  What  kind  of  a  com- 
parison can  be  made  between  our 
houses  and  God's  house. 
There    is   none    like    thee 

David  prayed  about  this  matter. 
He  declared  that  there  is  none  other 
like  unto  God. 

David  had  discovered  these  things 
as  he  followed  the  sheep.  He  had 
written  them  into  the  Psalms.  In 
his  beautiful  psalm,  The  Lord  Is 
My  Shepherd,  David  had  seen  some- 
thing of  God  which  Jesus  revealed 
even  more  clearly  when  he  taught 
men  to  pray:  "Our  Father  who  art 
in  heaven." 


Elijah,  a  Courageous  Prophet 

For  August  6 


Prophet  and  Queen 

It  was  not  only  a  dramatic  scene 
— that  day  on  Mount  Carmel  when 
Elijah  the  prophet  met  the  priests  of 
Baal — but  it  was  a  significant  day  for 
Israel.  The  queen,  Jezebel,  was 
strong  enough  to  turn  her  husband's 
kingdom  of  Israel  into  a  pagan  coun- 
try. The  odds  were  all  on  her  side. 
But  Elijah,  who  seemed  to  stand 
alone,  had  the  power  of  God  on  his 
side.  He  could  mock  the  priests  of 
Baal,  but  his  own  prayer  was  a  sin- 
cere prayer  that  the  God  of  Israel 
would  be  with  him  and  that  Israel 
would  recognize  her  God. 
No  limping  followers 

In  reading  of  this  trial  by  fire,  it  is 


easy  to  relish  the  drama  and  to  miss 
its  significance.  Elijah  is  not  to  be 
remembered  as  a  wonder-worker 
who  set  the  stage  for  a  miracle,  but 
rather  as  a  man  of  courage,  bravely 
daring  to  stand  alone  for  God  and 
the  right.  Such  courage  gave  him 
the  right  to  give  the  challenge  con- 
tained in  the  memory  verse,  to  stop 
"limping  between  the  two  sides"  and 
to  follow  the  Lord  God. 

There  are  too  many  limping  and 
wavering  Christians  today,  who  by 
their  indecision  and  timidity  hold 
back  the  witness  of  the  Christian 
church.  Let  us  pray  for  some  mod- 
ern Elijahs.  And  let  us  pray  for 
courage   in  the  service  of  Christ. 


tor  is  paid  a  just  wage,  and  this 
just  wage  should  be  determined 
on  the  basis  of  need,  and  in  the 
light  of  what  you  would  want 
for  yourself  if  you  were  required 
to  live  and  serve  as  your  minis- 
ter does. 


AUGUST  EMPHASIS 


on  world  frontiers 

in  missions  and 

service 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  campaign  against  leprosy  as  conducted  by  the 
American  Leprosy  Mission  in  New  York  is  culminating 
in  great  success  throughout  the  world.  One  of  its  fine 
expressions  is  in  our  own  Garkida  mission,  where  1,500 
lepers  are  receiving  constant  care  and  teaching.  This 
organization  also  reaches  into  India,  China,  Burma, 
Thialand  and  many  other  places. 

In  selecting  the  faculty  for  the  University  of  Japan, 
which  is  to  be  one  of  the  great  Christian  universities  of 
the  world,  the  wives  of  faculty  members  are  also  to  be 
interviewed  and  screened.  This  will  be  one  of  the  first 
times  in  educational  circles  when  faculty  members  will 
be  selected  partially  on  the  basis  of  the  ability  of  their 
wives  to  fit  into  the  situation  in  which  they  will  teach. 

Beginning  only  a  few  days  after  the  announcement 
of  war  in  Korea,  a  small  group  of  concerned  Brethren 
have  met  regularly  each  morning  in  the  Highland 
Avenue  church  in  Elgin  for  prayer  and  discussion  of 
the  world  situation.  Brethren  young  people  have  out- 
numbered the  adults  almost  every  morning  and  have 
been  eager  to  learn  more  about  the  threat  to  peace  and 
to  decide  what  Christians  can  do  as  an  alternative  to 
war.  Such  daily  meetings  for  prayer  are  needed  in  all 
our  churches. 

A  memorial  service  for  Bro.  Charles  C.  Ellis  was 
held  in  the  Stone  church,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  on  June  30. 
Bro.  John  C.  Middlekauff,  pastor  of  the  church,  was 
assisted  in  the  service  by  Bro.  V.  F.  Schwalm,  president 
of  Manchester  College,  and  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman, 
president  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  The  Scripture 
selections,  the  poetry  and  hymns  used  in  the  memorial 
service  were  taken  from  the  favorites  of  Bro.  Ellis. 
Many  of  the  selections  were  used  by  him  in  the  past 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  conduct  similar  services. 

D.  Elton  Trueblood,  professor  of  philosophy  at  Earl- 
ham  College,  Richmond,  Ind.,  told  the  Friends  general 
conference  that  Quakers  should  not  attempt  to  grow 
primarily  as  a  church  body  but  to  "be  true  to  their 
function  as  reconcilers  in  and  between  other  groups 
of  Christians."  He  said  that  too  few  of  them  were 
active  in  political  life.  That  more  should  be  teachers 
and  preachers  in  our  pagan  universities  and  colleges. 
He  thought  that  Friends  ought  to  mediate  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  Negroes  and  whites,  Chris- 
tians and  Jews. 


and  others  interested  have  a  special  invitation  to  attend. 
Elder  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  first  elected  president  of  the 
college,  will  participate  in  the  program. 

Dr.  Alphonse  Heningburg  conducted  a  two-week 
race  relations  institute  during  June  as  part  of  the 
program  of  institutes  on  current  issues  being  offered 
in  Brethren  colleges  this  summer. 

Robert  Young  is  serving  as  administrative  assistant 
promoting  the  financial  interests  of  the  college.  Mr. 
Young  is  remembered  as  director  of  men's  work  for 
Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Thelma  Haldeman  of  the  class  of  1949  was  conse- 
crated for  missionary  service  in  India  at  the  Grand 
Rapids  Conference. 

Two  Elizabethiown  alumni  assumed  college  presi- 
dencies on  July  1.  Desmond  Bittinger,  '27,  became 
president  of  McPherson  College  and  John  R.  Mumaw, 
'28,  of  the  Eastern  Mennonite  College,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

A.  G.  Breidenstine,  '27,  has  been  advanced  to  the 
position  of  dean  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Upon  H.  H.  Nye,  professor  of  political  science  at 
Juniata  College  and  a  former  president  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College,  the  latter  institution  conferred  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  the  forty-eighth  commencement 
on  May  29. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Easlern  Region. — Juniata   College,   Huntingdon,  Pa.,   Aug.   22,   23. 
Southeastern  Region. — Roanoke,  Va.,  Aug.  22-24. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Colorado. — Denver,  Aug.  17-20. 
Illinois,   Southern.— Liberty,   Aug.  25-28. 
Indiana,  Middle. — Spring  Creek,  Aug.   16-19. 

Indiana,  Northern.— Camp  Alexander  Mack,  Milford,   Aug.   14-17. 
Indiana,  Southern. — Arcadia,  Aug.  22-24. 
Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Dakota. — (Undecided),  Aug. 

25-28. 
Michigan. — Camp  Manikiwa,  Brethren,  Aug.  29 — Sept.  1. 
Missouri,   Southern,  and  Arkansas. — New  Hope,   Ark.,  Aug.   18-21. 
North,  South  Carolina. — Upper  Brummetts  Creek,   N.   C,  Aug.   9. 
Ohio,  Northeastern.— Olivet,   Aug.   29-31. 
Oklahoma.— Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  Aug.  17-20. 
Tennessee. — Jackson  Park,  Aug.  16-18. 

Virginia,  Eastern. — Free  Union,  Locust  Grove  church,  Aug.  16-18. 
West  Virginia,  Second. — Mt.  Zion,  Aug.  24,  25. 


Elizabethtown  College 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  extension  courses  will  be 
offered  July  31  to  Aug.  12  by  Brethren  William  M. 
Beahm  and  Robert  F.  Eshleman.  The  former  will  teach 
courses  in  World  Movements  of  Christianity  and  The 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  Church.  Bro.  Eshleman  will  offer 
The  Church  and  the  Rural  Community  and  The  Chris- 
tian Family.  Pastors  and  ministers  of  the  Eastern 
Region  will  be  attending  the  courses. 

Landscaping  necessitated  by  the  building  of  a  new 
library  is  being  completed  and  the  library  is  being 
moved  into  the  new  building. 

Dedication  of  the  new  library  will  be  the  important 
feature  of  home-coming  on  Oct.  28.    Pastors,  ministers, 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 
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One  baptized  in  the  Terra  Alta  church,  W.  Va. 

Three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Cedar  Grove- 
church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized,  three  received  by  letter  and  one  reclaimed  in 
the  Allentown  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized,  four  received  by  letter  and  one  on  former  bap- 
tism in  the  English  River  church,  Iowa. 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  July  30 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  David,  a  King  Who  Honored  God. — 
2  Sam.  5:1-5;  6 — 7;  9;  22;  Psa.  24;  51.  Memory  Selection:  Where- 
fore thou  are  great,  O  Lord  God:  for  there  is  none  like  thee.  2 
Sam.  7:22. 

CBYF  Topic  for  July,  Nature  Declares  His  Glory. 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  August  6 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Elijah,  a  Courageous  Prophet  (Tem- 
perance).— 1  Kings  17 — 19;  21.  Memory  Selection:  How  long  halt 
ye  between  two  opinions?  if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him.  1 
Kings  18:21. 

CBYF  Topic  for  August,  Recreation  Around  the  Clock. 


Brethren  Service 
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|  HARVEST 

The  picture  above  shows  an  actual  harvest  of 
goodwill.  These  vegetables  were  grown  in  Austria 
from  "seeds  of  goodwill"  given  by  Americans. 

Our  own  harvest  season  has  begun.  Our  Au- 
gust  Emphasis  is  a     harvest  offering. 

[  Give  to  the  August   Emphasis  and   sow   more 

goodwill  through  our  Brethren  Service  abroad. 


The  Local  Church 


They  Found  a  Way  Out  of  Local  Church  Finance  "Hodgepodge"! 

Pictured  here  is  the  board  of  business  management  of  the  Ottumwa 
church,  Iowa,  with  the  pastor  and  treasurer  (1.  to  r.,  Charles  A.  Albin,  Lloyd 
Crane,  Paul  W.  Roberts,  W.  A.  Day,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Lowe),  whose  story  is 
reported  below. 


THEY   FOUND  A  WAY  OUT 


Reported   by    Charles    A.    Albin,    Minister, 
Ottumwa  Church,  Iowa 


PREVIOUS  to  the  church  year, 
1949,  the  board  of  business 
management  (which  would 
compare  with  finance  committee, 
trustees,  etc.)  sat  down  with  the 
pastor  and  evaluated  our  method  of 
finance  and  considered  whether  or 
not  we  were  enlisting  our  people  in 
planned  giving. 

The  following  were  some  of  our 
findings:  We  were  asking  for  five 
different  offerings  in  a  week,  two 
others  regularly  every  month,  and 
five  or  six  others  during  the  year. 
We  asked  ourselves,  how  could  an 
individual  plan  any  systematic 
giving  and  get  it  proportioned  out  in 
any  simple  way?   Then  we  looked  at 
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some  of  our  families  of  from  five  to 
seven  members  whose  incomes  were 
very  modest  indeed.  What  was  the 
present  pattern  of  giving  like  to 
them  when  each  family  had  to  have 
something  for  the  Sunday-school 
class,  for  the  youth  group,  for  the 
missionary  society,  for  the  ladies' 
aid,  for  morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices, and  then  be  prepared  for  special 
offerings  during  the  year.  The 
system — if  you  could  call  it  that — 
was  a  hodgepodge,  a  nightmare. 
How  could  a  family  plan  or  get 
inspiration  out  of  or  have  a  spirit  of 
worship  in  giving  as  we  were  asking 
that  it  be  done? 

Finally  we  asked  ourselves  two 
questions:  (1)  What  is  the  total  of 
giving?    And  (2)  how  much  should 
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our  congregation  be  sharing  if  we 
were  good  stewards  of  our  posses- 
sions? The  first  question  was  the 
easier  answered.  We  went  over  the 
figures  and  saw  the  total  averaged 
approximately  $65.00  per  week.  The 
board  tried  to  be  fair  in  its  decision 
and  careful  in  its  procedure  with 
regard  to  the  second  question.  We 
took  the  Sunday-school  classes, 
starting  with  the  nursery  class,  and 
followed  right  through  all  classes. 
Then  we  thought  carefully  of  our 
families  and  decided  what  we  be- 
lieved would  be  a  fair  gift  or  offering 
for  each  individual  to  make  in  the 
class  that  he  attends.  We  had  to 
estimate  the  individual  and  family 
income,  but  the  board  members  did 
not  hesitate  to  put  their  incomes 
down  along  with  the  rest.  The  tithe 
was  then  figured  on  the  basis  of 
our  findings  and  was  a  shock,  indeed. 
The  board  then  began  to  see  our 
congregation's  possibilities  and  its 
responsibility.  Christian  stewardship 
teaching,  systematic  giving  and  a 
Bible-,  church-centered  emphasis 
would  require  something  different 
from  that  which  we  were  following 
so  haphazardly.  We  must  arrange 
so  the  giving  of  the  members  could 
be  planned,  Biblical,  worshipful, 
systematic  and  adequate.  After 
much  investigation,  study,  prayer 
and  planning,  the  unified  Bible-, 
church-centered  finance  system  was 
adopted  and  put  into  effect. 

Our  Plan 

All  financial  needs  of  the  church 
were  listed  in  one  budget.  We 
agreed  there  would  be  one  treasurer 
and  one  offering  taken  each  week. 
Every  member  was  supplied  with 
envelopes  for  the  weekly  offering; 
packages  of  envelopes  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  all  Sunday-school 
members  and  friends  of  the  church. 
Our  budget  was  then  broken  down 
into  goals  for  each  class,  including 
in  class  membership  those  who 
would  be  in  the  class  if  they  could 
attend  Sunday  school.  These  goals 
were  adopted  by  the  classes. 

After  the  church  adopted  this  as 
the  method  of  church  finance,  letters 
of  explanation  were  sent  to  every 
home,  clearly  setting  forth  the 
change  in  our  system.  The  entire 
month  of  January  was  used  for 
stewardship  emphasis  with  sermons, 
pictures,  literature  and  discussion 
groups  as  our  means  of  enlisting  full 
Continued  on  page  13 


Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  at  Home 
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I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


David  Wampler 
beside  the 
church  bus  (top) 

A  baptismal 
scene     (bottom) 


David  B.  Wampler 

Pastor,  Pulaski  Church,  Virginia 


AS  A  young  man  I  grew  up  on 
a  farm  in  the  heart  of  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  near  Har- 
risonburg, Va.  My  father  was  a 
farmer  and  my  grandfathers  before 
him  were  farmers.  I  liked  farming 
very  much  but  after  finishing  my 
schoolwork  at  Shenandoah  College, 
I  had  an  inner  feeling  that  the  Lord 
had  another  work  he  wanted  me  to 
do.  In  this  state  of  uncertainty  I  de- 
cided to  give  up  the  farm  temporar- 
ily and  go  to  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary for  further  schooling  and 
training.  It  was  at  Bethany  that  I 
decided  to  give  my  life  more  defi- 
nitely to  some  type  of  Christian 
service. 

It  was  not  until  after  finishing  our 
work  at  Bethany  and  having  lived  a 
few  years  in  a  small  town  in  South- 
ern Virginia  that  Mrs.  Wampler  and 
I  felt  a  definite  call  to  take  up  full- 
time  pastoral  work.  It  was  after  a 
great  deal  of  prayer  and  counseling 
with  others  that  we  finally  gave  up 
our  little  home  in  Boones  Mill  and 
moved  out  into  pastoral  work. 

I  would  choose  the  pastoral  minis- 
try again  because  I  feel  that  I  was 
called  of  the  Lord  to  take  up  this 
type  of  Christian  service.  Not  once 
have  I  ever  doubted  being  divinely 
led  in  this  decision.  A  person  may 
not  be  able  to  make  an  outstanding 
contribution,  and  he  may  be  only  a 
one-talented  man,  yet  there  is  a  deep 
feeling  of  satisfaction  in  knowing  he 
is  using  that  talent  in  God's  chosen 
field.  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a 
joy  and  peace  and  satisfaction  in 
searching  out  and  doing  God's  will. 

I  would  choose  the  pastoral  min- 
istry again  because  it  calls  for  the 
best  that  I  can  give.  There  are  a 
number  of  vocations  in  which  a  per- 
son may  be  called  upon  to  use  only 
a  small  part  of  his  mental  powers  or 
physical  ability.  In  such  work  a  per- 
son soon  stops  developing  because  he 
is  not  constantly  being  called  upon  to 
give  his  best  or  put  into  his  work  all 
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that  he  has  or  can  give.  Every  time 
a  minister  steps  into  the  pulpit  he 
must  give  of  his  very  best,  for  there 
are  many  souls  who  are  looking  to 
him  for  spiritual  food.  How  disap- 
pointed an  audience  must  feel  if  the 
minister  fails  to  do  his  best!  We  dare 
not  do  less  than  our  very  best. 

Every  time  he  is  called  upon  to 
give  counsel,  a  minister  must  give  of 
the  abundant  store  which  he  has 
gained  through  careful  study, 
through  close  fellowship  with  his 
fellow  man,  through  experience,  and 
through  close  communion  with  God. 
How  our  hearts  burn  within  us  when 
we  are  confronted  with  those  whose 
lives  are  blasted  by  sin,  whose  homes 


have  gone  on  the  rocks  because  of 
the  unfaithfulness  of  one  partner  or 
the  other  or  whose  souls,  tied  down 
by  sin,  are  seeking  the  light  and  are 
trying  to  shake  off  the  shackles  of 
sin.  In  experiences  like  these  we 
begin  to  realize  how  small  we  are 
in  comparison  with  the  task  and  re- 
sponsibility that  are  ours.  We  are 
brought  to  God  in  humble  prayer, 
seeking  the  wisdom  and  strength  and 
help  that  is  needed  in  experiences 
like  these.  It  takes  the  best  that  we 
can  give. 

There  are  joy  and  satisfaction  in 
having  an  opportunity  to  help  shape 
and  mold  the  lives  of  children  and 
youth.    They  are  our  future  citizens 


and  we  trust  will  prepare  a  better 
world  in  which  to  live.  A  pastor  has 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  contact 
and  work  with  youth  through  our 
churches. 

I  would  choose  the  pastoral  minis- 
try again  because  of  the  great  need 
in  this  field  of  service.  As  I  survey 
mentally  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
I  can  see  a  number  of  needs.  One  of 
these  is  a  great  need  for  a  greatly 
consecrated,  qualified  Christian  min- 
istry. It  is  a  life  of  successes  and 
failures,  of  satisfactions  and  dis- 
couragements, yet  there  is  nothing 
greater  than  helping  to  win  souls  for 
Christ.  Therefore,  I  would  give  my- 
self again  to  the  pastoral  ministry. 


The  Church  Abroad 
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One    New    Testament    in    Two    Languages 


H.  Spenser  Minnich  and  Maneklal, 

the  Christian  sadhu,   reading  the 

New  Testament,  each  in  his  own 

language 


MANEKLAL  is  the  name  of  the 
Christian  sadhu  talking  with 
Brother  Spenser  Minnich.  He 
had  always  lived  in  the  village  of 
Gadat  in  the  Vyara  territory.  He  is 
a  farmer  and  together  with  his  fam- 
ily he  cares  for  his  small  farm  and 
takes  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  village. 

He  became  a  Christian  about  thir- 
ty-five years  ago.  He  is  known  in 
his  village  and  throughout  the  Vyara 
area  and  he  is  esteemed  quite  highly. 
After  being  a  Christian  for  some  ten 
years  he  had  a  definite  spiritual  ex- 
perience and  he  believed  that  he 
should  become  a  Christian  sadhu.  He 
began  to  wear  the  long  robe,  such  as 
is  seen  in  the  picture.  He  also  al- 
lowed his  hair  to  grow  long.  He  ob- 
serves a  rather  strict  fast  on  Sunday, 
for  he  partakes  of  no  food  except  tea. 
He  delights  in  taking  part  in  meet- 
ings and  in  giving  his  testimony. 
Since  he  never  had  the  opportunity 
of  attending  school  and  becoming 
educated,  he  does  well  in  the  wit- 
ness he  bears  and  the  words  he 
speaks.  He  is  the  mainstay  of  the 
church  in  the  village  of  Gadat.  All 
the  members  of  his  family  are  Chris- 
tians. 

For   many   years   he    freely   gave 
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room  on  his  compound  for  the  house 
of  the  Christian  teacher  and  the 
school  and  the  church  had  been  built 
on  this  same  lot. 

He  makes  some  trips  to  friends  and 
to  churches  round  about  and  he  at- 
tends the  various  district  meetings; 
however  he  does  not  travel  far  from 
home  as  the  typical  Hindu  sadhus  do. 
Among  the  Hindu  people,  a  sadhu  is 
considered  a  holy  man  who  has  re- 
nounced all  the  pleasures  of  the 
world  for  the  sake  of  his  religion. 
Bro.  Maneklal  is  not  a  complete 
sadhu  in  the  Indian  sense  of  the 
term;  nevertheless,  he  has  acquired 
that  title  to  some  degree. 

Although  Maneklal  spoke  only  the 
Gujerati  tongue,  and  Bro.  Minnich 
the  English,  they  were  good  friends 
who  enjoyed  a  happy  fellowship 
through  their  common  belief  in  Jesus 
Christ. 


They  Found  a  Way  Out 

Continued  from  page  10 

support.  Our  enlistment  was  set  for 
the  last  Sunday  of  the  month.  En- 
listment cards  were  given  or  sent 
out  a  week  earlier.  On  one  side  of 
this  card,  opportunity  was  given  to 
enlist  as  a  tither;  on  the  other  side, 
the  member  could  check  a  regular 
amount  for  each  weekly  offering. 
These  cards  were  received  in  the 
Sunday-school  classes,  and  pack- 
ages of  envelopes  were  distributed 
that  Sunday  also.  Packages  of  en- 
velopes were  sent  out  following 
enlistment  Sunday  to  all  who  were 
not  present. 

Our   Results 

The  pastor  found  stewardship 
preaching  much  easier  with  a  finan- 
cial system  ready  for  use  that 
would  afford  members  opportunity 
to  translate  his  messages  into  action. 
Teachers  in  classes  could  do  some 
pointed  stewardship  teaching  since 
they  would  know  what  their  classes 
were  achieving  or  should  be  achiev- 
ing. The  giving  could  now  become  a 
worshipful  experience  for  all. 

While  a  few  of  our  people 
criticized  the  work  on  the  theory 
that  we  were  putting  too  much 
emphasis  on  money,  the  attendance 
increased  decidedly.  Some  believed 
the  children  would  forget  their 
envelopes.  However,  the  teachers 
reported  they  always  brought  them; 
the  treasurer  also  reported  the  chil- 
dren very  seldom  missed  having 
their  gifts  in. 

The  number  of  tithers  increased 
from  a  very  few  to  thirty-six.  A 
total  of  $126.15  per  Sunday  was 
necessary  to  meet  our  budget.  Our 
actual     giving     in     1949     averaged 


$139.74  per  Sunday.  In  1948,  before 
our  new  system  was  adopted,  our 
average  giving  was  approximately 
$64.00  per  Sunday. 

After  a  year's  trial  the  congrega- 
tion permanently  adopted  this  as  a 
way  of  enlisting  the  resources  of 
members  in  the  work  of  the  king- 
dom. Our  people  are  finding  new 
joy  as  good  stewards  of  their  ma- 
terial and  spiritual  blessings. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Christ   and   Sin 

Sin  brings  defeat — always.  Its 
ultimate  result  is  spiritual  death  and 
separation  from  God.  All  sin;  hence, 
all  are  subject  to  its  defeating 
power. 

Sin  destroys — always.  It  is  never 
constructive.  God's  purpose  is  to 
save — spiritually  and  physically. 
Christ  healed  bodies  as  well  as 
released  souls  from  sin  bondage. 

Christ  is  the  only  real  victor  over 
sin.  And  it  is  only  through  him  that 
we  can  have  victory.  His  ransoming 
and  redeeming  power  extends  to  all. 
"Whosoever  will  may  come."  God 
wants  all  saved.  It  is  not  his  will 
that  any  should  be  lost  (1  Tim.  2:  4; 
2  Peter  3:9). 

Any  who  have  heard  the  gospel 
and  finally  suffer  separation  from 
God  condemn  themselves  for  un- 
belief (John  3:  16).  And  what  will 
the  judgment  be  if  we  who  know 
Christ  fail  to  do  all  within  our 
power  to  make  him  known  to  those 
who  have  not  yet  learned  of  him? 

Because  sin  includes  all  and  Christ 
died  for  all,  consecrating  and  yield- 
ing our  all  is  a  privilege,  yea  an 
'imperative. — Rebecca  Foutz,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 


Nebraska  Brethren  Develop  New 
Camp 

The  Brethren  in  Nebraska  take 
their  camping  program  seriously. 
Although,  up  until  this  year  it  had 
been  customary  to  rent  camp  sites 
on  a  temporary  basis,  and  as  re- 
cently as  last  October  they  had  only 
a  hope  and  a  strong  determination, 
they  are  now  proud  possessors  of 
a  good-sized  camp  of  more  than  a 
hundred  acres. 

The  camp,  located  five  miles  east 
and  south  of  Kearney,  Nebr.,  in- 
cludes a  six-room  block  house,  a 
well-preserved  barn,  and  newly 
erected  dining  hall,  kitchen  and 
shower  houses.  The  site  is  an  un- 
official    nature     preserve     boasting 


more  than  sixty  varieties  of  birds, 
more  than  a  hundred  different  kinds 
of  wild  flowers,  fishing  facilities  and 
wild  life. 

The  camp  is  unnamed  as  yet. 
There  are  excellent  water  facilities 
and  pure  fresh  drinking  water  is 
obtainable  from  wells.  There  are 
two  channels  of  the  Platte  River 
and  a  sandy  slough,  which  will  be 
dredged  to  provide  opportunity  for 
swimming  and  boating. 

Camp  development  has  been  car- 
ried on  entirely  by  gifts  of  money, 
labor  and  useful  articles.  Much  of 
the  building  to  date  was  done  dur- 
ing a  ten-day  period  when  five  of 
the  district  pastors  joined  in  a  work 
camp  of  fellowship  and  labor.  Breth- 
ren Naylor,  Myers,  Hoover,  Bieber 
and  Forney  were  joined  by  three 
other  district  ministers  who  worked 
for  shorter  periods,  and  by  men's 
work  groups  from  the  Bethel,  Afton, 
Kearney,  Beatrice,  South  Beatrice, 
Lincoln  and  Omaha  churches.  Most 
of  the  lumber  for  the  new  buildings 
came  from  a  large  store  building, 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Eberly, 
member  of  the  Octavia  church.  Com- 
plete co-operation  was  given  by 
commercial,  electrical  and  utility 
establishments  of  Kearney. 

After  using  the  house  and  barn 
as  dormitories  for  girls  and  boys  it 
is  planned  to  build  new  dormitories 
for  use  next  year.  And,  with  a  total 
outlay  to  date  of  less  than  $4,000, 
the  Brethren  of  Nebraska,  who  take 
their  camping  program  seriously, 
have  big  plans  for  the  future. — 
Charles  M.  Bieber,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

Ask  Place  for  Religion  in  Schools 

Three  of  four  religious  and  educa- 
tional leaders  who  took  part  in  a 
symposium  at  Patterson,  N.  J.,  held 
that  religious  education  should  have 
a  place  in  the  public  schools  of 
America. 

Lone  dissenter  was  Dr.  William  H. 
Kilpatrick,  professor-emeritus  of 
Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, New  York,  who  insisted  that 
the  separation  of  church  and  state 
barred  this. 

Those  advocating  religious  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  although 
not  in  agreement  as  to  how  or 
whether  this  could  be  accomplished, 
were  Dr.  F.  Ernest  Johnson,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  department  of 
research  and  education  of  the  Fed- 


JULY  29,   1950 


13 


eral  Council  of  Churches;  the  Rev. 
Oswald  C.  F.  Hoffman,  director  of 
public  relations  of  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod;  and  Prof. 
R.  B.  Kuiper,  former  president  of 
Calvin  College  and  professor  at 
Westminster  Theological  Seminary, 
Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  that  the  found- 
ing fathers  did  not  intend  by  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state  that  "the 
schools  should  attack  all  religions." 
He  appealed  for  intellectual  con- 
sistency in  the  enforcement  of  such 
separation  and  said  that  the  problem 
today  was  not  so  much  one  of  "in- 
jecting religion  into  the  school 
system  but  rather  ceasing  to  eject  it 
from  the  schools." 

Mr.  Hoffman  declared  that  "we 
will  never  be  able  to  get  the  world 
right  until  we  put  God  back  at  the 
center."  He  said  the  founding  fa- 
thers did  not  intend  to  erect  a  high 
wall  separating  religion  from  educa- 
tion, but  only  to  bar  the  teaching  of 
one  religion  in  public,  tax-supported 
schools.  "The  Constitution  was  not 
drafted  by  a  band  of  men  deter- 
mined to  root  out  religion  as  a  dis- 
turbing element  in  the  American 
way  of  life,"  he  said.  "If  this  had 
been  their  intent,  how  could  one 
reconcile  Thomas  Jefferson's  allow- 
ance for  the  establishment  of  theo- 
logical schools  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  and  for  his  provisions  that 
certain  rooms  be  set  apart  for  re- 
ligious worship?  Religion  has  always 
had  a  place  in  American  life.  It  is 
we  who  have  left  God  out  of  the 
picture  and  not  the  Constitution  that 
makes  us  exclude  him." 


Dr.  Fisher  Asks  Promotion 
of  Tolerance 

Dr.  Geoffrey  Francis  Fisher,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  in  a  Christmas 
message rto  the  British  Council  of 
•  Christians  and  Jews,  said  religious 
and  racial  tolerance  must  be  pro- 
moted everywhere. 

"There  are  countries  in  which  the 
chief  obstacle  to  tolerance  is  to  be 
found  in  government  policy  and  ac- 
tion," he  said.  "In  others,  where 
there  are  full  liberties  for  all,  the 
obstacle  is  to  be  found  more  insidi- 
ously in  the  prejudices  and  antipa- 
thies which  divide  citizens  and  affect 
general  opinion." 

Dr.  Fisher  declared  that  intoler- 
ance could  not  be  curbed  by  "telling 
people  to  be  tolerant." 

"It  takes  more  than  that  to  subdue 
prejudices  and  irrational  antipathies 
and  turn  them  to  the  restraints  of 


understanding  and  forbearance,"  he 
said.  "It  needs  submission  to  divine 
law  and  divine  love;  it  is  a  task  of 
the  spirit. 

"In  that  task,"  he  continued, 
"Christians  and  Jews  on  the  council 
co-operate,  and  in  doing  so  show  the 
true  tolerance  which  they  also  try 
to  propagate.  They  can  do  so  be- 
cause under  their  different  spiritual 
insights  and  disciplines,  they  equally 
look  to  the  divine  law  and  the  divine 
love  to  guide  them. 

Opposing  Communism 

Gov.  Luther  Youngdahl  of  Min- 
nesota, a  Lutheran  layman,  told  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Charities  that  elimination  of  reli- 
gious and  racial  prejudice  was  one 
of  the  most  effective  means  of  op- 
posing atheistic  communism. 

Lending  support  to  voluntary  wel- 
fare agencies,  the  governor  said  they 
were  needed  "more  than  ever"  in 
"this  struggle  of  diverse  ideologies." 

"We  must  depend  upon  it  (the 
voluntary  agency)  to  establish  the 
standards  of  government  agencies 
that  are  also  in  the  welfare  field 
and  spur  them  forward,"  he  said. 
"We  must  continue  to  look  to  the 
leadership  of  the  voluntary  organiza- 
tion and  sustain  the  system  of  morals 
upon  which  our  free  society  is 
founded." 

Gov.  Youngdahl  termed  the  vol- 
untary service  agency  "one  of  the 
finest  and  most  fundamental  insti- 
tutions of  American  life"  and  de- 
clared that  "all  religious  faiths  must 
join  in  this  effort  to  preserve  volun- 
tary work  of  the  churches." 


Weddings  .  .  . 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Chronister-Keeney. — Russell  V.  Chron- 
ister,  Jr.,  and  Helen  Louise  Keeney,  both 
of  York,  Pa.,  June  25,  1950,  in  the  First 
church,  York,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Bernard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Deppeller-Bullerbaugh. — Joel  R.  Dep- 
peller  of  Marietta,  Pa.,  and  Mary  E.  But- 
terbaugh  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  in  the 
Elizabethtown  church,  June  3,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Ellinger-Nichols. — William  A.  Ettinger  of 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  and  Mary  D.  Nichols  of  Buf- 
falo, Ind.,  June  18,  1950,  in  the  Buffalo 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — John  D. 
Mishler,  Chicago,  111. 

Gardner-Garber. — Harry  M.  Gardner  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Glenna  Marie  Gar- 
ber  of  New  Hope,  Va.,  in  the  Middle  River 
church,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Brethren  Floyd  Mitchell  and 
F.  Y.  Garber. — Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridge- 
water,  Va. 

Gross-Lehr. — Guerney  O.  Gross,  Jr.,  of 
Dover,  Pa.,  and  Anna  Elizabeth  Lehr  of 
York,  Pa.,  June  25,  1950,  in  the  First 
church,  York,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — ■ 
Bernard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Herring-Rishel. — William  T.  Herring  and 
Doris  L.  Rishel,  both  of  Uniontown,  Pa., 
in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa:,  June  24, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


Markley-Buffenmyer. — H.  B.  Markley  of 
Lititz,  Pa.,  and  Stella  Buffenmyer  of  Neffs- 
ville,  Pa.,  in  the  Lost  Creek  church,  Bun- 
kertown,  Pa.,  June  4,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  son  of  the  bride. — Luke 
Buffenmyer,  Newport,  Pa. 

Myers-Diehl. — Minor  M.  Myers  and  Val- 
ley Miller  Diehl,  June  7,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home.— Edward  K. 
Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Ballosser,  Grace  K.,  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1910,  and  died  June  3,  1950,  in  the  Carlisle 
hospital.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  daughter,  one  granddaughter,  her  par- 
ents, three  brothers  and  five  sisters.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Three  Springs 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
funeral  home  in  Loysville  by  her  pastor, 
the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
cemetery  at  Landisburg. — Glenn  L.  Ging- 
rich, Blain,  Pa. 

Fritz,  Samuel,  son  of  Solomon  and  Sarah 
Slimmer  Fritz,  died  April  11,  1950,  at  his 
home  near  Unionville.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Locust  Grove  church.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Alice  Fritz,  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Locust  Grove  church  by  the 
pastor,  Carl  F.  Smith.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Bessie  Purdum,  Mt. 
Airy,  Md. 

Rodgers,  David  A.,  was  born  Feb.  25, 
1860,  and  died  May  19,  1950.  He  united  with 
the  church  in  May  1882.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  nine  grandchildren  and 
twelve  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Bethel  Center  church 
by  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Marion,  as- 
sisted by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  I.O.O.F.  cemetery. — James  Sim- 
mons, North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


California 

Covina. — A  series  of  programs  with  pic- 
tures on  the  Christian  home  and  family 
life  were  presented  at  the  evening  services 
beginning  April  23.  On  May  11  a  mother 
and  daughter  tea  was  held  with  Mrs.  For- 
est Eisenbise  as  the  guest  speaker.  She 
showed  some  pictures  and  gave  a  talk  on 
the  life  of  the  women  and  girls  of  Pales- 
tine. On  Mother's  Day  a  special  service 
was  held  for  the  dedication  of  babies  and 
their  parents.  The  evening  program  was 
the  last  on  the  series  of  the  Christian 
home  and  family  life.  On  May  21  Bro. 
Studebaker  delivered  his  farewell  mes- 
sage. He  is  leaving  to  take  up  the  pastor- 
ate at  the  Detroit  church,  Mich.  After  the 
service  a  picnic  lunch  was  held  in  the  park 
in  their  honor,  at  which  time  a  gift  was 
presented  to  them.  At  the  evening  hour 
on  May  21  the  adult  group  from  the  Bella 
Vista  church  in  Los  Angeles  presented  an 
interesting  program. — Mrs.  Tempie  S. 
Funk,   Covina,   Calif. 

Colorado 
Haxtun. — Our  two  weeks'  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  began  May  29  with  an  average 
attendance  of  sixty.  Mother's  Day  was 
observed  with  special  music  and  a  special 
sermon  by  our  pastor.  In  the  afternoon 
one  of  our  members,  Shirley  Burton,  and 
Royce  V.  North  were  united  in  marriage 
by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin. 
There  was  no  evening  service  on  May  21 
because  of  the  baccalaureate  services  at 
the  high  school  auditorium.  Rev.  Sweden- 
burg  of  the  Fairfield  Evangelical  Church 
was  the  speaker.  The  Denver  church  held 
its  communion  services  on  the  evening  of 
June  3  and  dedication  services  for  their 
remodeled  church  on  June  4.  An  invita- 
tion was  extended  to  our  members  to  at- 
tend these  services.  Our  evening  service 
on  May  28  was  recorded  and  taken  to  sev- 
eral of  our  shut-in  members.  Our  Annual 
Conference  offering  was  lifted  on  June  4. 
— Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 


Illinois 
La  Molte  Prairie. — At  our  council  in 
April  our  elder  and  pastor,  Durward  Hays, 
was  chosen  to  represent  us  at  Annual  Con- 
ference. Sister  Clara  Li  K'an  and  her  little 
son,  Kelly,  were  with  us  recently.  We 
have  planned  to  have  Bro.  Max  Fisher  of 
Virginia  begin  a  two  weeks'  meeting  for 
us  on  July  31.  The  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  of  the  three  churches  will  be  held 
in  the  Congregational  Christian  church  in 
June. — Florence  Seymour,  Palestine,  111. 

Indiana 
Camp  Creek. — Our  communion  was  held 
June  3  with  Bro.  Warren  Shoemaker  of 
Bremen  presiding.  Brethren  Russell  Stout 
and  John  Metzler  were  visiting  ministers. 
Brother  Ira  Frantz  and  his  family  of 
North  Manchester  were  with  us  on  Man- 
chester day.  The  church  sent  twenty-five 
dollars  to  the  Kaltenstein  boys'  home  in 
Germany.  Bro.  Charles  Stouder  will  hold 
our  revival  in  October.  Our  council  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  June  5.  One  letter 
was  granted.  Elva  Miller  was  elected  as 
our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Mina 
Heisler  and  Glen  Disher  were  chosen  as 
our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  Our 
aid  has  been  sewing  for  relief  and  Bethany 
Hospital.  They  have  lately  remodeled  the 
kitchen  with  the  men  of  the  church  do- 
nating all  the  work. — Mrs.  Elva  Miller, 
Bourbon,  Ind. 


Sugar  Creek.— The  men  of  the  Sugar 
Creek  church  put  out  ten  acres  of  soy- 
beans at  Bro.  Knarr's  farm  as  a  church 
project.  On  the  evening  of  May  28  a  large 
number  of  people  attended  the  vacation 
Bible  school  program  at  our  church.  This 
climaxed  the  two  weeks  of  Bible  school 
held  with  three  other  churches.  There 
were  102  children  in  the  program.  Family 
night  was  held  on  June  4  with  a  large  at- 
tendance. The  young  married  people's 
class  had  charge  of  the  program.  Foster 
Jones  of  Warsaw  was  the  guest  speaker 
and  the  Pleasant  View  quartet  furnished 
the  music  for  the  evening.  Edith  Monahan 
led  the  group  singing.  The  next  big  event 
will  be  the  celebration  of  100  years  of  the 
building  of  the  church  at  Tunker;  Bro. 
Amsa  Snell  and  Richard  Knarr  are  in 
charge. — Ruth  Harwood,  South  Whitley, 
Ind. 

Iowa 

Curlew. — Since  our  last  report,  the  ladies 
of  the  church  have  made  heavy  curtains 
to  divide  the  basement  into  Sunday- 
school  rooms.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  A.  Whit- 
aker,  donated  many  hours  of  free  labor  in 
making  a  circular  table  for  the  beginners; 
replacing  the  church  doors,  which  had 
been  damaged  by  wind,  and  doing  much 
other  repair  work.  We  have  been  having 
family  night  the  third  Sunday  of  each 
month.  At  one  of  these  John  Cross  from 
the  near-by  town  of  Webb,  showed  us  some 
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slides  and  spoke  to  us  about  his  trip  on  an 
UNRRA  boat  to  Poland.  On  April  12  we 
held  our  council  meeting  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  Vernon  Powell  of  Kingsley,  presiding. 
The  ladies'  aid  sewed  a  wardrobe  for  the 
family  of  a  missionary  in  South  America. 
Several  of  our  members  donated  ever- 
green trees  to  beautify  our  church  lawn. 
We  have  just  completed  a  week  of  Bible 
school  with  an  attendance  of  forty-one. 
Mrs.  Otis  Pieratt  acted  as  superintendent 
of  our  school  again  this  year.  Our  Sun- 
day morning  and  evening  attendance  has 
been  good  and  we  have  a  very  active 
CBYF.  At  present  they  are  making  plans 
to  attend  the  sectional  rally  at  Worthing- 
ton  to  be  held  June  3  and  4. — Mrs.  Max 
Grossnickle,  Laurens,  Iowa. 

Kansas 
Buckeye. — Our  church  and  Sunday 
school  are  growing  in  attendance.  We 
have  a  100%  Messenger  club.  Bro.  Robert 
Lloyd,  our  pastor,  held  pre-Easter  sesv- 
ices.  On  Easter  morning  Bro.  Wayne 
Zeigler,  who  is  attending  McPherson  Col- 
lege, was  licensed  to  preach  and  one  of  our 
girls  who  is  in  high  school  made  a  com- 
mitment to  Christian  service.  Our  young 
people  united  with  the  CYM  in  an  Easter 
sunrise  service  held  at  the  Brown  Memo- 
rial home  in  the  park.  Our  aid  society  is 
doing  relief  sewing  and  collecting  used 
clothing  for  relief.  A  two  weeks'  Bible 
school  was  held  with  fifty-four  enrolled. 
Six  different  churches  were  represented  in 
the  enrollment. — Mrs.  Myrtle  J.  Derrick, 
Abilene,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Locust  Grove. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  May  14  with  our  elder,  Samuel  Harley, 
presiding,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  Carl 
Smith,  and  William  E.  Baker.  Visiting 
brethren  were  Elder  William  Gosnell  and 
Thorton  Black.  On  May  21  we  began  a 
three-session  stewardship  school  conducted 
by  the  pastor.  One  of  its  special  features 
was  the  showing  of  the  picture,  Like  a 
Mighty  Army.  Bro.  Ira  Petre  and  his  wife, 
missionaries  to  Africa,  visited  our  church 
on  May  21,  and  Bro.  Petre  delivered  the 
message.  We  are  planning  for  our  vaca- 
tion Bible  school,  which  will  be  held  June 
19-30  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor. 
Our  church  has  recently  received  a  new 
pulpit  with  stands  to  match  and  three  pul- 
pit chairs  as  memorials.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  growing. — Bessie  R.  Purdum,  Mt. 
Airy,  Md. 

Michigan 

Shepherd. — We  met  in  our  regular  coun- 
cil with  our  elder,  Bro.  Charles  Spencer, 
presiding.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Harold  Deeter, 
was  elected  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  young  people  have  purchased 
a  piano  for  the  parsonage.  Our  church 
made  application  for  a  DP  family  and  on 
May  4  they  came  into  our  community.  The 
family  consists  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony 
Gaidukas  and  their  two  sons.  They  are 
located  on  the  Ray  Hoyle  farm. — Ray 
Hoyle,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 

Missouri 

Wakenda. — We  have  been  enjoying  the 
fellowship  of  our  DP  family,  Arkadl  B'or- 
suk,  his  wife  and  two  daughters.  Sister 
Clara  K'an  and  her  four-year-old  'son, 
Kelly,  were  with  us  on  May  11.  Brother 
and  Sister  Mankey  were  elected  as  'otir 
pastors  for  another  year  beginning  Sept. 
1.  We  decided  to  hold  our  evangelistic 
meeting  this  fall.  Our  communion1  service 
was  held  on  May  28,  with  Bro.  Robert 
Boyer  presiding. — Mary  Etta  Dye;  Nor- 
borne,  Mo. 

Ohio  ' 

Brookville. — Because  of  the  district  rhis- 
sion  rally  held  at  our  church,  we  were 
privileged  to  have  Bro.  William  Beanm, 
dean  of  Bethany  Seminary,  deliver  the 
morning  sermon.  This  year  we  studied 
Japan  in  our  school  of  missions.  At  the 
third  session  Mrs.  B.  F.  Shively,  former 
missionary  there  for  forty-two  years,  en- 
lightened our  minds  and  hearts.  Bro.  Lyle 
Klotz  was  the  speaker  for  our  father  and 
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son  banquet.  Mrs.  Claud  Christman  was 
the  speaker  for  our  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  on  May  11.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
James  Beahm,  presided  at  our  love  feast 
on  the  morning  of  Good  Friday.  On  Easter 
evening  the  choir  presented  a  program  of 
music.  On  April  23  a  deputation  team 
from  Manchester  College  led  us  in  wor- 
ship. The  morning  sermon  was  delivered 
by  Wayne  Zunkel.  In  the  evening  the 
group  emphasized  the  cell  movement.  Bro. 
James  H.  Beahm  and  Vern  Dull  were  our 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  Russell 
Diehl,  Ellis  Williamson  and  Carl  Delk 
represented  us  at  the  district  conference. 
Evening  speakers  have  been  Brethren 
Kenneth  Long  of  Union  City,  Oliver  Dear- 
ing  of  the  Eversole  church  and  Arthur 
Keim  of  Nappanee,  Ind.  On  Mother's  Day 
several  small  children  were  dedicated  to 
the  Lord.  Our  elder,  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher, 
moved  away  and  Bro.  Oliver  Dearing  was 
elected  to  be  our  next  elder.  The  Bible 
study  and  prayer  meeting,  which  was  be- 
gun the  first  of  the  year,  is  still  continuing 
each  Wednesday  evening.  Daily  vacation 
Bible  school  for  all  the  churches  of  our 
town  and  Arlington  was  held  May  29 — 
June  9.  Their  project  was  the  buying  of 
a  heifer  for  relief.  On  children's  day  our 
morning  worship  was  in  charge  of  the 
children's  department. — Mrs.  W.  Russell 
Miller,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
Alleniown. — Two  of  our  young  people 
are  giving  a  year  of  volunteer  service  to 
the  church.  Doris  Boyer  is  now  located  at 
Falfurrias,  Texas,  and  her  sister,  Ameda 
Boyer,  is  serving  as  switchboard  operator 
at  New  Windsor.  The  CBYF  meets  regu- 
larly with  programs  of  an  inspirational 
and  recreational  nature.  They  presented 
a  play  at  the  Easter  evening  service;  it  was 
also  presented  at  a  youth  rally  on  April  15. 
A  delegation  of  young  people  attended  the 
district  youth  conference  at  the  Hanover- 
dale  church  on  April  30.  As  their  means  of 
raising  funds  for  the  district  CBYF  proj- 
est,  the  local  group  is  cultivating  a  vege- 
table plot.  Armon  Snowden,  a  senior  min- 
isterial student  at  Elizabethtown  College, 
has  accepted  a  summer  pastorate  at  an 
Alabama  mission  point.  Our  church  co-op- 
erated in  the  city-wide  Allentown  teach- 
ing mission.  One  of  the  major  endeavors 
was  the  taking  of  a  religious  census.  Both 
the  adult  and  young  adult  Sunday-school 
classes  have  been  organized  and  are  hold- 
ing regular  monthly  meetings.  A  boys'  and 
girls'  club  for  juniors  and  intermediates 
meets  weekly.  On  Mother's  Day  they  pre- 
sented each  mother  with  a  carnation  and 
a  pin  which  they  had  made.  Pre-Easter 
services  were  held  April  4-9  by  our  pastor. 
Three  persons  were  baptized  at  the  close 


of  these  meetings.  Three  members  were 
recently  received  by  letter  and  one  mem- 
ber was  reclaimed.  One  elderly  sister  has 
passed  away  since  our  last  report.  An 
Easter  program  was  presented  by  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sunday  school.  The  male 
chorus  of  Elizabethtown  College  presented 
a  concert  in  sacred  song  at  the  morning 
service  on  May  7.  Our  spring  love  feast 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  7  with 
Pastor  Wenger  presiding.  The  men's  and 
women's  work  groups  have  both  been  con- 
tributing to  the  bus  debt  fund  as  this 
year's  project.  On  the  evening  of  May  28 
the  women's  work  sponsored  the  play, 
The  Pageant  of  the  Sowers,  presented  by 
the  Homebuilders  class  of  the  Myerstown 
church.  The  devotional  booklet,  The  Up- 
per Room,  has  been  placed  in  the  homes  of 
each  member  through  the  sponsorship  of 
the  men's  and  women's  work.  Children's 
day  was  observed  on  June  18  with  an 
appropriate  program  by  the  children.    Bro. 
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A.  P.  Wenger  served  as  our  Conference 
delegate. — Guy  R.  Saylor,  Kutztown,  Pa. 
Lititz. — Four  noonday  services  were  held 
during  Holy  Week  in  the  Trinity  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  church  for  the  pu- 
pils of  the  public  schools.  Brethren  How- 
ard Merkey  and  Willis  Stehman  of  the  East 
Fairview  church  preached  in  the  Lititz 
church  on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day evenings  of  Holy  Week  and  our  pastor, 
Elder  J.  T.  Dick,  delivered  the  messages  in 
the  East  Fairview  church.  The  Easter  can- 
tata, On  the  Third  Day,  was  presented  un- 
der the  direction  of  Verna  Sollenberger 
and  Beatrice  Mohler.  The  Lititz  church 
invited  a  family  of  five  displaced  persons 
to  make  their  home  in  our  town.  Living 
quarters  were  prepared  for  them  on  the 
property  of  Sister  Paul  Shelly.  Our  church 
is  now  supporting  Mary  Hoover,  who,  with 
her  husband,  Dr.  Paul  Hoover,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  India  field.  Bro.  Carlos 
Ziegler.'a  member  of  the  Lititz  church,  is 
a  licensed  preacher.  The  Elizabethtown 
State  College  male  chorus  and  the  college  depu- 

tation team  visited  us.  We  were  privileged 
to  have  as  our  evangelist  during  spiritual 
life  week  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson,  pastor  of 
the  Walnut  Grove  church  in  Johnstown. 
Our  love  feast  services  were  held  on  May 
7,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Norman  K.  Musser, 
presiding.  The  sixth  grade  choir  of  the 
public  schools  presented  a  musical  pro- 
gram in  the  Lititz  church  recently.  A 
program  for  family  week  was  arranged 
by  Brother  and  Sister  Ross  Coulson.  Our 
mother-daughter  banquet  was  held  on 
May  18. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Beaver  Run. — A  dedication  service  was 
held  one  Sunday  morning  for  the  officers 
of  the  church  and  Sunday  school.  Our 
church  sponsored  a  temperance  film  en- 
titled Night  Life  in  a  Modern  Tavern. 
Two  other  temperance  films  were  spon- 
sored by  the  church  and  were  shown  at 
Burlington  school.  The  women  sewed  cut- 
garments  for  relief.  The  men  worked  all 
day  on  Wednesdays  and  on  Thursday  eve- 
nings during  the  winter  to  make  way  for 
a  basement  under  the  church.  Bro.  Rob- 
ert Strickler  is  coming  as  a  joint  pastor, 
working  with  Beaver  Run,  White  Pine 
and  Bethel. — Mrs.  Gerald  Rogers,  Burling- 
ton, Va. 
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HYMNS  OF  FAITH"  sacred  recordings 

CB3. 

By  the   McPherson   College   a   cappella   choir 
Lo!     How   a   Hose   E'er   Blooming 
Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God 
When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross 
The  Rose  of  Sharon 


By 


CB4. 

Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    male    voices 

Beautiful  Saviour 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name 

Thine  Is  the  Glory 

Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee 

Each  record  is  of  the  twelve-inch  size,  is  semi-breakable, 
records  four  hymns,  and  sells  for  $1.50.   Order  by  number. 
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Beyond  the  Horizon 


THIS  road  winds  its  way  through  the  white  birch,  yellow  aspen  and  green  cedar 
forests  of  upper  Michigan.  It  waits  to  lead  somebody  somewhere.  If  we  will 
follow  it  over  the  little  hilltop  and  beyond  the  horizon  we  will  presently  come  into 
the  quiet,  restful  dooryard  of  a  waiting  home.  A  dog  will  bark,  chickens  will  voice 
a   welcome   and   little  children  will   run   to    meet   us. 

But  before  these  things  could  await  us,  someone  had  to  build  the  road,  pushing 
it  steadfastly  onward  through  the  forest  until  just  the  right  spot  for  a  home  was  found. 

We  must  not  become  discouraged  in  road  building.  We  must  push  our  roads 
of  understanding  and  fellowship  through  the  forests  and  across  the  hilltops  until 
somewhere  beyond  the  horizon  the  peaceful  and  harmonious  community  which  Jesus 
called  "my   kingdom"   is  found. 
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Drunken  drivers  were  described  as 
"death's  chief  handymen"  on  the 
highways  by  the  Highway  Safety 
Committee  of  the  American  Auto- 
mobile Association.  "The  man  who 
really  is  intoxicated  is  less  of  a 
hazard  than  the  chap  who  has  had  a 
few  drinks,"  the  report  states. 

Ten  thousand  young  Americans 
will  be  in  European  summer  schools, 
institutes,  seminars,  work  camps, 
the  Institute  of  International  Edu- 
cation estimates.  This  is  one  aspect 
of  the  trend  in  vacations  in  the 
present  day.  Many  vacationists  are 
taking  special  courses  offered  by  132 
New  England  colleges  or  in  similar 
resort  areas. 

Should  German  Christians  refuse 
to  undertake  military  service  in  a 
future  war  was  a  question  raised  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Fraternal 
Council  of  the  Confession  Churches 
of  Germany.  Any  war  between  East 
and  West  would  be,  in  fact,  a  civil 
war  for  Germany.  The  question  has 
been  put  on  the  agenda  for  thorough 
discussion  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  social  welfare  work  of  the 
United  Nations  has  been  growing. 
In  the  last  three  years,  414  social 
welfare  officials  from  34  countries 
have  received  fellowships  to  study 
modern  methods  in  other  lands.  In 
addition,  forty-two  welfare  experts 
have  been  sent  by  the  UN  to 
fourteen  countries  asking  aid  in 
developing  their  own  programs. 
(WP) 


A  New  York  Negro  physician,  Dr. 
Peter  M.  Murray,  is  the  first  mem- 
ber of  his  race  to  take  a  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  This  body 
representing  147,000  doctors  in  the 
United  States  is  the  policy-making 
body  of  the  association. 

War  babies,  born  in  an  era  of 
insecurity,  tension  and  intolerance, 
are  posing  new  problems  for  teach- 
ers. The  first  three  graders  are  more 
difficult  to  handle  because  they 
lacked  normal  home  life  in  earlier 
years,  according  to  a  survey  made 
of  the  Ohio  Valley  schools. 

The  percentage  of  church  member- 
ship to  population  in  the  United 
States  is  at  an  all-time  high,  accord- 
ing to  the  1949  figures.  In  thirty  years 
the  percentage  has  increased  from 
39.6  to  54.2.  The  churches  of  all 
faiths  in  continental  United  States 
made  a  total  net  gain  of  nearly  two 
and  a  half  million  members. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is 

the  recipient  of  the  Wateler  Peace 
Prize  for  1948.  The  prize  is  awarded 
every  other  year  to  a  Dutch  in- 
dividual or  organization  and  in 
alternate  years  to  a  foreign  group 
or  person  who  has  made  the  best 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  peace 
or  developed  the  most  efficient 
means  of  combatting  war.  Taken 
from  funds  willed  for  the  purpose  by 
J.  G.  D.  Wateler,  a  Dutch  banker,  the 
prize  amounts  to  about  $5,000  in 
U.  S.  money. 


America  has  approximately  two 
and  a  half  liquor  retail  outlets  for 
every  school,  and  nearly  two  and  a 
third  retail  liquor  dispensers  for 
every  church.  The  latest  available 
statistics  are: 

198.878  schools. 

253,762  churches. 

482,033  retail  liquor  outlets. 
We  evidently  have  approximately 
283,155  more  alcohol  beverage  retail 
places  than  we  have  educational 
institutions  and  schools,  and  228,271 
more  liquor  outlets  than  we  have 
places  of  worship. 

Foundation  Says  calls  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  nation's  liquor  out- 
lets exceed  the  combined  total  of  its 
schools  and  churches  by  29,393. 
Education  and  worship  together  do 
not  have  as  many  centers  of  in- 
fluence upon  the  youth  of  the  nation 
as  does  the  liquor  traffic. 


This     total     represents     approxi- 
mately:    1    liquor    retail    outlet    for 
every    12.15    farms;    1    liquor   retail ' 
outlet  for  every  80  homes. 

Compared  with  other  types  of 
retail  business,  we  find  that  the 
liquor  traffic  retail  outlets  exceed 
that  of  the  following  classifications 
of  retail  establishments: 

For  each  of  the  387,337  grocery 
stores,  1  lA  liquor  retail  outlet. 

For  each  of  the  241,858  filling 
stations,  2  retail  liquor  outlets. 

For  eech  of  the  169,792  public 
eating  places,  more  than  2' 2  retail 
liquor  out  els. 

For  each  of  the  106,959  wearing 
apparel  stores,  more  than  4Vz  retail 
liquor  outlets. 

For  each  of  the  60,132  automotive 
dealers  and  accessory  stores,  more 
than  8  retail  liquor  outlets. — The 
Clipsheet. 


The 


Gospel 


in 


New  India 


Premchand  G.  Bhagat 

Sunday  evening  Conieience  address  given  by  the 
first    national    on    Standing    Committee    from    India 


The   communion  prayer  of   blessing 


THE  15th  day  of  August,  1947, 
is  considered  as  a  golden  day 
in  the  history  of  India.  That 
is  the  day  when  India  achieved 
her  independence  and  became 
free  from  foreign  rule.  On  Jan. 
26,  1950,  she  became  a  republic. 
She  has  become  a  new  country, 
having  her  own  constitution 
and  government.  This  political 
change  has  considerably  influ- 
enced the  religious,  social  and 
economic  conditions  of  the  coun- 
try. However,  the  gospel  re- 
mains the  same,  irrespective  of 
the  changes. 

Having  in  mind  the  opportuni- 
ties for  preaching  the  gospel  in 


me  new  India,  I  was  attracted 
by  Rev.  3:8:  "I  have  set  before 
thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man 
can  shut  it."  These  are  the  words 
spoken  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  church  at  Philadelphia. 
This  church  was  weak  but  faith- 
ful. Our  Lord  spoke  these  words 
only  after  seeing  her  faithful- 
ness. As  I  was  pondering  over 
these  words,  I  felt  as  though 
these  words  were  spoken  also 
to  our  church  in  India.  I  feel 
that  in  spite  of  all  her  weak- 
nesses, difficulties  and  shortcom- 
ings, the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  India  has  remained  faithful 
to    her    Savior    during   the   last 


fifty-three  years.  Now  our  Lord 
says  to  her  that  he  has  set  before 
her  a,n  open  door  that  no  man 
can  shut.  This  provides  a  great 
opportunity  for  preaching  the 
gospel. 

The  presentation  of  the  gospel 

India  is  a  land  of  many  races 
and  religions.  The  dominant 
races  are  the  Hindus  and  the 
Moslems.  There  are  Sikhs,  Adi- 
basis  and  Parsis.  India  is  a  land 
of  many  races,  of  many  colors 
and  of  many  languages.  Poverty, 
illiteracy,  the  problems  of  health 

AUGUST   12.   1950  3 


and  sanitation,  rehabilitation, 
food  and  many  others  are  con- 
fronting her.  India  is  a  country 
of  various  needs,  of  which  the 
greatest  is  the  gospel,  telling  the 
good  news  of  the  Christ.  And 
to  preach  Christ  means  to  preach 
his  life,  his  teaching,  his  works, 
his  character,  his  atonement,  his 
priesthood  and  his  kingship. 
Free  India  needs  him.  He  only 
is  "the  way,  the  truth  and  the 
life."  I  was  one  of  the  speakers 
at  a  meeting  where  people  of 
various  faiths  had  assembled  to 
celebrate  the  Independence  Day 
on  Aug.  15,  1947.  The  point 
which  I  stressed  before  the  audi- 
ence was,  that  if  India  wants  to 
solve  all  her  problems  and  wants 
to  keep  her  freedom,  the  people 
of  India  have  to  change  their 
hearts  and  that  this  is  possible 
only  through  Jesus  Christ.  "Ye 
shall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  shall  make  you  free"  (John 
8:32). 

We  meet  many  people  who  are 
willing  to  know  about  Jesus  and 
there  are  many  who  earnestly 
say,  "Sir,  we  would  like  to  see 
Jesus"    (John  12:21). 

Evangelistic  opportunities 

The  opportunities  for  evange- 
listic work  were  never  so  great 
as  they  are  now.  A  new  attitude 
of  openness  to  Christianity  is  be- 
ing shown  by  Hindus  as  well  as 
Moslems.  Educated  Hindu  men 
and  women  show  new  interest 
in  the  gospel  and  there  are  en- 
couraging signs  of  an  open  ac- 
ceptance of  Christ  as  Savior  and 
Lord  on  the  part  of  caste  groups 
and  individuals.  On  the  part  of 
Indian  Moslems  a  new  attitude 
of  openness  to  Christianity  can 
be  discerned.  A  new  responsive- 
ness to  the  gospel  is  apparent 
among  the  Sikhs.  There  has 
been  a  large  response  of  the  Adi- 
basis  to  Christianity.  There  is 
evidence  of  increasing  interest  in 
the  gospel  among  the  people 
where  we  work. 

There  are  vast  areas  within 
our  church  territory  where  the 
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gospel  is  to  be  preached.  In  the 
area  of  our  churches  there  are 
1,502  villages,  and  only  347  of 
them  are  being  reached  at  the 
present  time  and  only  90  are 
provided  with  Christian  teachers 
or  evangelists.  There  is  a  great 
need  of  more  Christian  workers 
to  take  care  of  this  unfinished 
task,  to  preach  the  gospel.  In 
spite  of  this  we  were  forced  to 
close  work  in  many  villages  on 
account  of  shortage  of  funds. 

There  are  yet  many  souls  to 
be  saved.  In  the  whole  of  India 
and  Pakistan,  one  person  out  of 
every  fifty  people  is  a  Christian. 
In  Travancore  one  in  every  three 
persons  is  a  Christian,  In  Madras 
the  average  is  one  in  twenty-five, 
in  Assam  one  in  thirteen,  but  in 
our  area  only  one  in  300.  This 
indicates  what  a  great  task  is  yet 
to  be  accomplished. 

The  Indian  states  such  as 
Dharampur,  Bansda,  Z  a  c  h  a  r, 
Surgana  and  Sagbara,  where 
once  the  gospel  was  not  allowed 
to  be  preached,  are  now  open 
for  the  gospel.    This  is  due  to 


the  merger  of  the  states  with 
the  Indian  Union.  From  my  own 
experience,  I  can  say  that  the 
people  of  some  of  these  states 
are  willing  to  hear  the  gospel. 
We  hear  a  voice  from  these  areas 
saying,  "Come  and  help  us." 
How  very  true  the  words  of  our 
Lord,  "the  harvest  is  plentiful, 
but  the  laborers  are  few." 

I  have  already  pointed  out  that 
India  has  undergone  a  political 
change.  The  Republic  of  India  is 
founded  on  the  four  fundamental 
principles  of  justice,  liberty, 
equality  and  fraternity.  Reli- 
gious rights  have  been  embodied 
in  the  constitution,  including  the 
rights  of  propagation.  This  clear- 
ly indicates  a  great  opportunity 
for  the  Christian  church  to  pro- 
claim the  word  of  God,  provided 
the  church  is  ready  to  accept 
the  challenge. 

The  means  and  methods  of  trans- 
mitting the  gospel 

It  is  the  first  duty  of  the 
church  to  preach  the  gospel.  She 
must  realize  that  God  is  even 
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now  speaking  to  her,  calling  her 
to  proclaim  the  words  of  Christ. 
This  calls  for  a  spiritual  awaken- 
ing in  the  church.  How  can  a 
church  be  able  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel without  the  power  from  on 
high?  Only  the  Spirit  working 
in  men  can  accomplish  this 
great  cause  of  his.  Lincoln  Watts 
in  his  booklet,  What  the  Figures 
Tell,  says,  "We  shall  probably 
feel  ashamed  that  we  show  so 
little  appreciation  of  the  greater 
spiritual  blessings  that  have 
come  to  us  through  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 
Then  the  next  thing  we  must 


do  to  let  the  light  of  Christ  shine 
in  the  world  is  to  tell  others. 
The  figures  show  that  on  the  av- 
erage each  congregation  is  re- 
sponsible for  making  Christ 
known  to  about  15,000  people; 
and  each  communicant  Christian 
to  about  250  people.  This  shows 
what  a  great  task  it  is,  and  how 
badly  spiritual  revival  is  needed 
in  our  church.  Only  the  spiritual 
church  is  able  to  transmit  the 
gospel. 

It  is  certain  that  paid  workers 
or  ministers  alone  can  never  ac- 
complish the  task  set  before  the 
church.   If  this  task  is  to  be  ac- 


complished, every  member  of  the 
church  must  be  a  witness.  The 
agent  of  transmitting  the  gospel 
is  the  Christian  person.  It  is  the 
duty  of  a  Christian  to  preach 
the  gospel  and  in  order  to 
achieve  this  he  must  be  filled 
with  the  spirit  of  Christ.  A  man 
filled  with  the  spirit  of  Christ 
will  never  hold  himself  back 
from  giving  testimony. 

To  make  every  member  con- 
scious of  this  responsibility,  it 
is  necessary  to  awaken  the  spirit- 
ual life  by  constant  religious  in- 
struction.   Thus  the  gospel  will 
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EDITORIAL 


Charles  C.   Ellis 

THE  Church  of  the  Brethren 
lost  one  of  its  most  cherished 
leaders  when  Bro.  Charles 
C.  Ellis  passed  away  on  June  27. 
We  were  made  aware  of  his  lead- 
ership in  the  church  as  we 
listened  to  his  moderator's 
message,  read  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence. We  missed  him  at  Grand 
Rapids  but  realized  that  he  was 
with  us  in  spirit  even  while  he 
was  seriously  ill  in  a  Philadel- 
phia hospital. 

When  Bro.  Ellis  was  inaugu- 
rated as  president  of  Juniata  Col- 
lege in  October  1930,  he  accepted 
that  responsibility  in  an  address 
that  has  not  been  entirely  for- 
gotten by  at  least  one  freshman 
in  the  audience.  Because  I  was 
asked  to  pump  by  hand  the  old 
reed  organ  that  was  used  for  the 
service  in  the  Stone  church  in 
Huntingdon,  I  remember  the  day 
and  some  of  the  words  that  were 
spoken.  Bro.  Ellis  referred  then 
and  often  during  his  years  as 
college  president  to  Arnold  of 
Rugby,  whose  picture  was  placed 
in  his  office.  We  who  were  stu- 
dents under  his  administration 
learned  to  respect  his  integrity 
and  to  appreciate  his  stability 
of  character.  Even  if  we  did  not 


always  agree  with  his  stand 
on  the  issues  we  raised,  we 
discovered  that  his  decisions 
were  based  on  deeply  felt,  care- 
fully thought-out  convictions. 
We  knew  of  his  unwavering  loy- 
alty to  Christ  and  we  learned 
to  admire  the  simplicity  and  dig- 
nity of  his  daily  life. 

The  students  who  knew  Bro. 
Ellis  as  teacher  and  administra- 
tor will,  of  course,  remember  him 
in  those  roles.  But  most  Breth- 
ren people  will  recall  his  long 
years  of  service  to  the  church. 
His  addresses  and  sermons  were 
examples  of  mastery  in  compo- 
sition and  delivery.  They  were 
rich  in  figurative  language,  filled 
with  Biblical  and  literary  allu- 
sions, catching  something  of  the 
eloquence  of  the  Scriptures  in 
their  careful  phrasing.  You 
could  count  on  hearing  some- 
thing worth  while  whether  Bro. 
Ellis  spoke  at  a  teachers'  insti- 
tute or  in  a  morning  worship 
service. 

When  a  leader  passes,  there 
are  always  others  who  are  ready 
to  take  his  place  on  the  platform, 
behind  the  pulpit,  at  the  teach- 
ers' desk,  in  the  office  or  at  work 
in  the  fields.  But  something  will 
be  missing  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  unless  someone  stands 


for  what  Bro.  Ellis  believed  in 
most  deeply  and  unless  his  quali- 
ties of  Christian  character  are 
lived  out  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  attempt  to  take  his  place. 
We  honor  him  most  when  we 
serve  our  Lord  as  loyally  as  he 
did  throughout  a  long  and  useful 
life.  K.M. 

Side  by  Side 

WHEN  you  rise  up  with  an 
Annual  Conference  audi- 
ence to  sing  one  of  the 
great  hymns  of  the  church,  you 
may  be  standing  by  a  brother 
from  a  distant  district  whom  you 
never  saw  before.  But  you  share 
your  songbook,  and  your  voices 
join  in  the  hymn.  He  may  be 
many  years  older  than  you,  or 
you  may  have  the  advantage  of 
years.  Yet  you  do  not  hesitate 
to  smile,  to  move  so  that  he  can 
see  the  song  leader,  or  to  help 
him  in  any  way. 

And  when  it  is  time  to  pray, 
you  join  him  in  worship,  even 
if  you  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  query  him  about  his  stand 
on  the  beliefs  you  hold  important 
or  on  his  interpretation  of  your 
favorite  Bible  verse.  Because  he 
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is  there  with  you,  you  can  as- 
sume that  he  is  a  brother  in 
Christ,  with  whom  you  can  stand 
"side  by  side  for  the  faith" — to 
quote  the  Apostle  Paul. 

Do  not  those  words  from 
Paul's  letter  to  the  Philippians 
set  a  standard  for  all  of  us  in 
the  church?  We  differ  in  age,  in 
education,  in  the  flavor  of  our 
speech,  in  the  way  we  dress  on 
a  hot  day,  in  the  way  we  regard 
a  local  political  issue.  But  still 
we  can  stand  side  by  side. 

It  is  actually  a  warning  that 
we  are  losing  our  faith  when  we 
begin  to  emphasize  our  differ- 
ences and  overlook  our  common 
loyalty  to  Christ.  Indeed  it  was 
Paul  again  who  pointed  to  jeal- 
ousy and  strife  among  the  Corin- 
thians as  proof  that  they  were 
carnal  minded. 

Let  the  brother  who  packs 
clothing  for  relief  and  the  sister 
who  designs  beautiful  worship 
services  stand  side  by  side  for 
the  faith.  Let  the  youth  who 
wants  to  clear  slums  sing  with 
the  businessman  who  wants  to 
clear  his  church  of  debt.  Let  the 
scholar  who  relishes  the  fine 
shades  of  meaning  in  the  origi- 
nal Greek  wash  the  feet  of  the 
plain  dirt  farmer  who  reads  his 
New  Testament  before  milking. 
Let  the  mystic  who  "practices 
the  presence"  of  God  every  day 
compare  notes  with  his  neighbor 
who  practices  the  Golden  Rule. 

Let  us  thank  God  for  the  in- 
finite variety  of  differences 
among  us  —  so  long  as  they  dis- 
tinguish us  but  do  not  divide  us. 
Different  though  we  may  be,  we 
are  always  stronger  when  we 
move  ahead  "side  by  side  for  the 
faith."  k.m. 


"Even  So,  Come, 
Lord  Jesus" 

JOHN  was  an  old  man  when 
he  wrote  the  Book  of  Reve- 
lation. He  had  been  perse- 
cuted. He  had  seen  many  of  his 
fellow  disciples  killed.    Banish- 
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ment  had  been  a  part  of  his  life. 

But  John  had  never  lost  his 
faith  or  the  feeling  of  close  af- 
finity with  his  Master.  He  had 
looked  upward  and  had  seen  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth. 
He  had  seen  a  day  of  victory, 
not  the  disillusionment  of  a 
kingdom  in  defeat. 

John  had  heard  the  angel  say 
on  the  mount  of  ascension,  "Even 
as  he  went  away  from  you,  he 
will  come  back  again,"  and  he 
had  never  doubted. 

At  the  end  of  the  Revelation 
he  had  heard  the  Revealer  of  the 
things  which  were  written  in  the 
book  say,  "Surely  I  am  coming 
soon."  And  John  had  ended  the 
writing  of  the  Revelation  with 
his  own  glad  assumption,  "Even 
so,  come,  Lord  Jesus." 

Since  atomic  bombs  are  being 
stockpiled  and  hydrogen  bombs 
are    being    manufactured    it    is 


easy  for  us  to  believe  that  defeat 
rather  than  victory  lies  ahead. 
It  is  easy  for  us  to  waver  in  our 
faith  and  to  forget,  at  least  mo- 
mentarily, the  certain  promise 
that  Jesus  is  coming  back  again. 

Many  predictions  have  been 
made  concerning  when  he  will 
return.  None  of  them  has  been 
correct.  We  are  not  supposed  to 
know,  the  Scriptures  tell  us. 
Rather  we  are  to  work  for  the 
kingdom  and  to  proclaim  abroad 
Christ's  gospel  until  he  comes. 

Therefore,  brethren,  not  in  dis- 
couragement but  knowing  that 
we  are  a  part  of  a  kingdom 
which  will  grow  and  blossom  in- 
to victory,  let  us  proclaim  the 
gospel.  With  a  faith  which 
breaks  down  all  discouragement 
let  us  work  for  the  day  when 
he  shall  return  and  with  John 
let  us  say,  "Even  so,  come,  Lord 
Jesus."  d.  w.  B. 


Thinking    About   the   News 


Liberty  Day 

RECENTLY  the  local  newspapers, 
along  with  some  other  news- 
papers throughout  the  country, 
lifted  up  what  they  called  Liberty 
Day.  It  was  celebrated  on  about  the 
147th  day  of  the  new  year. 

The  point  they  were  seeking  to 
emphasize  by  this  dramatic  selection 
of  a  Liberty  Day  was  that  the 
average  American  citizen  has  con- 
tributed the  first  147  days  of  the 
year  to  support  his  local  and 
national  government.  In  other 
words,  across  the  country  the 
average  tax  demanded  from  each 
American  citizen  requires  about  147 
days  of  his  time.  The  papers  said 
thai  it  is  only  after  he  has  con- 
tributed 147  days  to  government  that 
he  is  able  to  give  consideration  to 
the  needs  of  his  own  home  and 
family.  Thus  the  education  of  his 
children,  their  housing,  feeding  and 
clothing  are  pushed  off  until  the 
government  is  able  to  take  this 
large  number  of  days  out  of  each 
man's  earning  power. 

This  seems  a  heavy  proportion  of 
lime  to  contribute  for  the  privilege 
of  being  governed.  It  seems  to  run 
counter  to  the  admonitions  of  one 
of  our  founding  fathers  who  said, 
"That    government    is    best    which 


governs  least."  These  rising  costs 
seem  to  indicate  that,  more  and 
more,  man  depends  upon  someone  to 
govern  him  rather  than  leaning  upon 
his  own  inner  resources  to  discipline 
and  govern  himself. 

It  is  not  fair,  however,  to  attack 
all  taxes  indiscriminately  or  to 
demand  that  all  taxes  should  be 
lowered.  The  taxes  which  we  place 
upon  ourselves  for  education  are 
low.  In  some  states  they  produce  a 
minimum  of  education  of  which  we 
must  be  ashamed.  Likewise,  the 
taxes  which  we  place  upon  ourselves 
for  health  purposes,  for  city  sanita- 
tion, for  recreation,  etc.,  are  not 
high.   Often  they  are  far  too  low. 

If  there  were  some  way  in  which 
we  could  divorce  the  tremendous 
amount  of  taxes  we  inflict  upon  our- 
selves for  defense  purposes  and  for 
paying  the  debts  incurred  by  past 
wars  we  could  reduce  these  147  tax 
days  at  least  by  half. 

Good  neighbors  should  not  need  to 
tax  themselves  for  protection  against 
those  who  live  across  the  street  or 
across  the  alley.  Rather,  those  on 
both  sides  of  the  alley  should  work 
together  so  that  they  can  be  proud 
of  their  section.  The  same  thing 
applies  to  the  world  community. 

It  is  much  cheaper  to  be  friends. 
D.  W.  B. 


The  Gospel  in  New  India 
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speed  from  person  to  person,  rel- 
ative to  relative,  family  to  family 
and  village  to  village  to  the 
farthest  corners.  "Ye  shall  re- 
ceive power  and  ye  shall  be  wit- 
ness unto  me,  unto  the  uttermost 
part  of  the  earth." 

A  Christian  worker  has  an  im- 
portant place  in  evangelistic 
work.  He  who  is  specially  called 
of  God  to  preach  the  gospel 
must  be  evangelistic  minded 
and  worthy  of  his  call.  He  is 
.one  who  studies  to  show  himself 
approved  unto  God,  a  workman 
who  needs  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  preaching  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  He  is  responsible  for 
making  the  gospel  understood 
and  to  this  end  his  whole  life 
and  thought  are  directed.  Such 
workers  are  needed  in  the 
church.  This  calls  for  proper 
training  of  the  ministers. 

Christian  institutions  such  as 
vilage  schools,  boarding  schools, 
training  college,  hospitals,  etc., 
are  considered  as  evangelistic 
agencies  of  the  church.  These 
institutions  have  played  an  es- 
sential part  in  spreading  the 
Word  of  God  in  the  past  and 
they  will  continue  to  be  very 
useful  in  the  future.  The  boys 
and  girls  who  have  had  the  bene- 
fit of  Christian  education  and 
religious  instruction  while  they 
are  in  village  school  or  boarding 
school  have  become  the  messen- 
gers of  the  gospel.  They  have 
carried  the  gospel  to  their  par- 
ents, relatives  and  village  people. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  many  of 
them  have  been  able  to  bring 
some  of  their  relatives  and  vil- 
lage people  into  the  Christian 
fold.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  the  present  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  India  is  largely 
the  result  of  the  work  of  these 
institutions.  This  proves  the  im- 
portance of  these  institutions  in 
presenting  the  gospel  and  in  ex- 
panding the  church.  We  are 
thankful  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  institutions. 


I  would  also  like  to  state  that 
the  present  leaders  of  the  church 
in  India  are  mostly  the  outcome 
of  these  institutions.  If  the 
church  wants  to  carry  out  effec- 
tive work  in  the  new  India  it 
will  have  to  have  well-educated 
and  adequate  leadership.  This 
calls  for  higher  educational  in- 
stitutions in  the  church.  I  agree 
with  the  statement  made  by 
the  deputation  in  this  connec- 
tion, "that  enough  emphasis  had 
not  been  placed  upon  higher 
education." 


It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  in  India  to  be  a  mission- 
ary church.  The  church  in 
America,  through  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  and  Foreign 
Mission  Commission,  has  taken 
the  responsibility  of  building  the 
church  in  India  during  the  last 
fifty-three  years.  The  church  in 
India  is  aware  of  the  interest 
and  concern  of  the  church  in 
America.  Now  I  think  the  time 
has  come  to  examine  our  meth- 
ods in  the  light  of  our  past  ex- 
perience and  find  the  way  by 
which  the  Indian  church  herself 
shall  become  more  and  more  a 
missionary  church.  This  means 
that  the  church  in  India  must 
think,  plan  and  act  to  send  out 
witnesses,  not  only  into  the  im- 
mediate neighborhoods  but  into 
other  regions  where  the  gospel 
is  not  preached.  If  this  is  done 
the  gospel  will  be  spread  more 
easily. 

The  missionaries  and  the  In- 
dian leaders  of  the  church  in 
India  are  always  aware  of  this 
and  are  trying  their  best  to  en- 
courage all  the  members  of  the 
church  to  feel  their  responsibili- 
ty. It  is  not  an  easy  task.  It 
means  constant  Bible  teaching, 
hard  labor  and  earnest  prayers. 
If  the  members  of  the   church 


are  a  true  body  of  witnesses,  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  will  go 
on  spontaneously.  The  great 
door  is  now  open  to  proclaim 
the  Word  of  God  to  the  people 
of  the  new  India. 

Great  opportunities  and  re- 
sponsibilities are  confronting  the 
church  in  India.  But  the  Indian 
church  in  its  new  freedom  can- 
not do  without  the  help  of  the 
mother  church.  It  continues  to 
need  the  help  of  the  church  in 
America. 

Missionaries  are  still  needed 
for  the  spiritual  awakening  of 
the  church.  They  are  needed, 
first,  to  arouse  the  interest  of  the 
individual  Christian  to  be  a  wit- 
ness of  Christ;  secondly,  to  train 
the  Christian  worker  for  evange- 
listic work;  thirdly,  to  educate 
the  young  people  for  the  leader- 
ship of  the  church.  I  am  sure 
that  without  the  help  of  our  mis- 
sionary colleagues  we  will  not 
be  able  to  carry  out  the  evange- 
listic program  as  successfully 
and  effectively  as  we  should. 

The  faithful  and  sacrificial 
services  of  our  missionary  broth- 
ers and  sisters  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. The  church  in  India 
today  is  the  fruit  of  their  labors. 
They  have  been  partners  with 
us  in  winning  souls  for  Christ. 
They  are  still  called  to  aid  the 
church  in  India.  Their  aid  will 
enable  the  church  to  be  more 
fruitful. 

To  maintain  the  present  work 
and  to  reach  the  unoccupied 
fields  and  the  new  areas  more 
workers  and  leaders  are  needed. 
Teachers,  evangelists  and  pastors 
must  be  supported  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Although  the  giving  of  the 
India  church  has  increased  dur- 
ing the  last  several  years,  yet 
the  financial  condition  of  the 
larger  number  of  the  Indian 
Christians  is  so  poor  that  the 
church  will  not  be  able  to  bear 
its  financial  burden  alone  for 
years  to  come.    Help  from  the 
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Essential  Approaches 


to  World   Understanding 


I  WANT  to  speak  about  the 
moral  basis  of  the  work  of 
which  all  of  us  are  a  part — 
the  United  Nations.  There  are 
forces  of  great  potency  in  the 
spiritual  atmosphere  that  have 
not  been  fully  exploited  or  ex- 
plored or  utilized. 

A  realist  in  my  judgment  is 
the  type  of  a  person  who  takes 
into  account  all  the  facts  and 
all  the  forces  that  may  enter 
into  the  solution  of  a  problem. 
Many  of  the  facts  and  some  of 
the  forces  are  neglected  facts 
and  neglected  forces. 

I  am  always  impressed  with 
the  power  that  one  finds  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  in  the  New, 
the  power  that  was  utilized  by 
the  prophets  as  recorded  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  the  power 
that  was  expressed  in  the  life 
of  Jesus  in  the  books  of  the 
New  Testament.  And  that  power 
is  a  fact,  a  hard  fact  of  life  that 
needs  to  be  taken  into  fuller 
account  as  we  deal  with  every- 
day events.  In  contrast,  in  a 
world  of  A-bombs  and  H-bombs, 
man  has  been  responding  with 
a  paralyzing  fear  which  largely 
nullifies  his  power  to  act. 

These  powers  of  science  and  na- 
ture are  dangerous  in  the  hands 
of  an  uncontrolled  society,  in  the 
hands  of  a  society  which  does 
not  have  a  proper  historical  and 
spiritual  perspective.  Therefore, 
the  task  of  humanity  is  the  task 
of  controlling  man,  rather  than 
of  controlling  the  H-bomb.  And 
if  we  can  control  man,  if  we 
can  introduce  to  the  mind  of 
man  a  much  more  thorough 
sense  of  the  strength  of  his  own 
moral  stature  and  of  the  nature 
of  his  own  spiritual  personality, 
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a  greater  contribution  will  be 
made  in  the  direction  of  con- 
trolling the  H-bomb  than  by  any 
other  single  method  of  approach. 
These  are  resources  which  have 
not  been  fully  utilized. 

It  is  the  function  of  man  to 
impress  upon  himself,  and  to 
encourage  the  growth  in  others, 
of  that  moral  stature  and  spirit- 
ual strength  which  will  make 
him  not  a  social  derelict  in  a 
world  of  great  natural  forces, 
but  a  controlled  human  being 
who,  in  his  relationship  to  him- 
self and  to  his  fellow  men,  can 
help  to  produce  a  world  in  which 
the  advantages  of  science  and 
the  power  of  nature  can  be  uti- 
lized to  his  advantage. 

Jesus  told  the  story  of  a  cer- 
tain man  who  went  from  Jerusa- 
lem down  to  Jericho  and  fell 
among  thieves.  That  story  is  usu- 
ally interpreted  in  terms  of  the 
role  that  is  played  by  the  Good 
Samaritan  who  engaged  in  a 
type  of  behavior  and  an  accept- 
ance of  social  responsibility 
which  were  in  vivid  contrast  to 
the  attitude  of  the  priest  and  the 
Levite.  But  there  is  another  in- 
teresting point  that  Jesus  made 
in  that  story.  He  used  the  ex- 
pression, a  certain  man  went 
from  Jerusalem."  Who  is  this 
certain  man?  He  did  not  define 
the  man.  He  did  not  say  that 
he  came  from  Jerusalem  or 
Jericho,  or  Northern  Palestine 
or  Southern  Palestine.  He  sim- 
ply said  "a  certain  man"  fell 
among  thieves,  and  was  in  need 
of  help.  I  think  Jesus  meant 
that  this  "certain  man"  was  the 


universal  man.  We  sometimes 
catch  ourselves  in  the  dilemma 
of  being  more  easily  responsive 
to  those  people  whom  we  like 
and  to  those  nations  and  groups 
that  we  like,  than  to  those  that 
we  do  not  like.  We  tend  to  dis- 
criminate in  our  dealings  with 
various  types  of  nations,  of  peo- 
ples, of  individuals.  Perhaps 
some  of  us  would  say  that,  if 
a  certain  Methodist  or  a  certain 
Episcopalian  or  a  certain  banker 
went  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho 
and  fell  among  thieves,  we 
would  be  more  responsive  to  as- 
sisting him.  Put  any  type  of 
profession,  any  group,  any  na- 
tionality, any  color  into  the  first 
three  words  of  that  sentence  and 
we  may  have  a  different  re- 
sponse in  our  willingness  to 
assist.  Clearly  Jesus  used  this 
expression,  "a  certain  man,"  to 
comprise  the  whole  of  humanity. 

It  was  all  mankind  walking 
from  Jerusalem  down  to  Jericho 
and  falling  among  thieves.  It 
was  the  universal  man  who  was 
in  need  of  assistance.  And  it  is 
that  kind  of  attitude  that  all 
of  us  need  to  take  into  account 
today.  There  is  not  a  man  on 
earth,  there  has  never  been  a 
man  on  earth,  who  has  not  been 
on  both  ends  of  that  problem: 
the  man  who  should  help  and 
the  man  who  needs  help.  It  is 
that  sense  of  mutuality  that  is 
necessary  for  any  organization 
to  be  genuinely  effective;  for  the 
United  Nations,  for  local  com- 
munities, for  our  churches,  for 
the  societies  to  which  we  be- 
long, for  our  local,  state  and 
national  governmental  units. 

It  is  very  necessary  in  a  coun- 
try that  is  as  fluid  as  ours  that 
along  with  that  sense  of  move- 
ment we  do  not  destroy  the  sense 


of  responsibility  to  the  com- 
munity to  which  we  have  at- 
tached ourselves.  That  sense  of 
responsibility  to  the  community 
was  deeply  felt  in  early  Ameri- 
can life  and  has  been  felt  with 
varying  degrees  of  effectiveness 
down  to  the  present  time.  That 
community  is  rich  that  has  with- 
in it  great  numbers  of  people 
who  are  community  minded,  and 
who  are  willing  to  serve  the 
community  of  which  they  are 
a  part. 

We  live  in  communities  of  dif- 
ferent types,  but  all  of  us  are 
part  of  the  world  community, 
and  that  world  community  is 
one  that  has  changed  its  char- 
acter in  the  last  generation. 
Today,  distances  have  been  mod- 
ified decidedly  by  the  air  age, 
and  new  advances  are  being 
made  almost  daily  in  the  speed 
of  man  and  the  communications 
of  man. 

We  do  not  yet  realize  the  full 
implication  of  these  changes  in 
our  ways  of  living.  And  remem- 
ber, it  is  our  generation  in 
which  they  have  taken  place. 
We  are  all  thrown,  figuratively 
speaking,  into  one  another's  laps. 
We    live    in    a    close,    compact, 


hurly-burly  world  in  which  we 
are  inescapably  thrown  together 
— Russian  and  American,  Chi- 
nese and  American,  European 
and  American — and  the  whole 
world  is  faced  with  a  problem 
of  organization  and  a  problem 
of  getting  on  peaceably  together 
in  a  way  which  never  could  have 
been  dreamed  of  thirty  years 
ago. 

We  have  to  be  sure  that  in 
this  closer  human  relationship 
we  do  not  lose  sight  of  ancient 
values.  When  we  have  an  entire- 
ly transformed  world,  from  a 
scientific  and  physical  point  of 
view,  it  does  not  require  a  whol- 
ly new  set  of  psychological  and 
spiritual  values  and  motivations 
in  order  to  make  man  function 
effectively.  Rather,  it  means 
that  man  must  re-evaluate  his 
relationship  to  this  new  world, 
holding  on  to  and  utilizing  an- 
cient values  in  order  that  he  can 
effectively  orient  himself  in  the 
new  world. 

Psychologists  will  say  that  not 
much  change  has  taken  place  in 
man  in  hundreds  of  years.  What 
does  that  mean?  What  is  man? 
What  is  the  normal  man?  Is  it 
John    Dillinger?     Or    is    it    St. 


Knowing  individuals  of  another  race,  another  nation,  another  culture 

will  help  to  build  understanding  and  appreciation.  Here  Polish  students 

are  explaining  their  country 


Francis  of  Assisi?  Man  is,  in 
fact,  a  flexible  personality,  with 
flexible  traits  and  flexible  ca- 
pacities, with  a  great  capacity 
for  good  on  the  one  side,  and  a 
great  capacity  for  criminality  on 
the  other  side.  He,  therefore, 
finds  it  necessary  to  develop  in- 
ner controls  whereby  it  may  be 
possible  for  him  to  increase  his 
moral  stature,  to  enlarge  the 
grandeur  of  his  living,  to  in- 
crease the  range  of  his  influence, 
to  reduce  his  evil  tendencies  and 
move  in  the  opposite  direction, 
to  harness  his  resources  to  grand 
living  and  to  processes  of  effec- 
tive co-operation.  That  is  the 
fundamental  responsibility  of 
man. 

As  man  engages  in  this  funda- 
mental responsibility  in  our  new 
world  situation,  he  does  it  within' 
a  framework  in  which  he  must 
regard  the  whole  world  as  at 
neighborhood.  We  have  now 
reached  that  time  in  world  life 
when  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
recognize  that  the  world  needs 
organization,  that  that  organiza- 
tion, in  the  case  of  political,  eco- 
nomic and  social  matters,  has 
been  achieved  through  the 
United  Nations — established  un- 
der the  charter  which  was 
agreed  to  at  San  Francisco. 

The  organization  is  merely  a 
means  to  an  end.  Article  I  of 
its  charter  states  that  the 
United  Nations  is  set  up  for  the 
purpose  of  achieving  the  main- 
tenance of  international  peace 
and  security;  second,  to  develop 
friendly  relations  among  na- 
tions; third,  to  promote  through 
international  co-operation  the 
economic  and  social  and  humani- 
tarian advancement  of  the 
various  members  of  the  United 
Nations;  fourth,  to  provide  a 
center  for  harmonizing  the  inter- 
ests of  the  members  of  the  United 
Nations.  Those  objectives  are 
put  into  effect  in  a  variety  of 
ways  in  the  work  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  without  tiring  you 
with  regard  to  its  work,  I  want 
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Here  and   There  About  the   Conference 

More  people  attended  the  business  sessions  and  other  sessions 
than  this  writer  has  ever  observed  before.  This  may  have  been  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  other  place  for  them  to  go,  housed  as  we 
were  in  the  midst  of  a  big  city — "No  mountains,  no  ocean,  just  church, 
so  we  will  go  to  church!" 

•  •         • 

The  people  of  Grand  Rapids  did  not  take  seriously  the  Brethren 
warning  that  5,000  people  might  come  to  their  city.  The  authorities 
apparently  erased  the  last  zero.  The  restaurant  caterers  were  not 
warned.  Housing  was  not  sufficient.  But  they  rose  gallantly  to  the 
situation.  A  call  by  the  mayor  to  the  people  of  the  city  caused  a  general 
house  opening.  Everyone  found  a  place  even  if  some  of  them  had  to 
sleep  on  blanket  beds  on  the  floor.  Grand  Rapids  felt  that  their  reputa- 
tion as  the  world's  great  convention  city  was  at  stake. 

•  •         • 

Even  though  the  hotels  were  overrun  with  people  they  kept  their 
good  humor.  They  said  they  at  least  were  saving  a  lot  of  time  in  not 
having  to  clean  up  cart  loads  of  beer  bottles  from  the  Conference  rooms. 
They  said,  "This  is  the  most  orderly  convention  this  convention  city  has 
ever  experienced." 

•  •        • 

The  police  department  soon  found  that  the  Brethren  were  a  good- 
intentioned  people.  They  got  a  little  impatient  with  double  parking  and 
left-hand  turns  where  no  turns  were  allowed  but  soon  they  became 
very  patient  and  said.  "We  are  having  a  very  pleasant  time,"  even  as 
they  unsnarled  traffic  snarls. 

•  •         • 

Four  Brethren  ladies  got  on  the  elevator  at  the  fifth  floor.  It  was 
going  up.  After  it  started,  they  said  they  wanted  off  at  the  second  floor. 
They  were  restrained  by  the  elevator  operator  from  getting  off  at  the 
6th,  the  7th,  the  8th  and  the  9th..  By  that  time  they  were  very  confused. 
"Something  surely  is  wrong,"  said  one  of  them;  "it  seems  awfully  far 
to  the  second  floor!" 


to  summarize  what  the  United 
Nations  has  done  these  four  or 
five  years  in  achieving  these  ob- 
jectives. 

The  United  Nations  has 
brought  a  war  to  an  end  in 
Palestine,  a  war  that  was  prom- 
ising to  be  a  dreadful  one,  with 
the  Israelis  on  the  one  side  and 
Arabs  on  the  other.  That  war 
was  brought  to  an  end,  the 
cease-fire  was  followed  by  a 
truce,  the  truce  by  a  series  of 
armistice  agreements  which  are 
working  effectively  today.  A 
gradual  clarification  of  issues  is 
taking  place,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  a  stable  peace  are  being 
established. 

A  similar  result  was  achieved 
in  Indonesia,  where  seventy  mil- 
lion people  were  involved  in  war 
with  their  Dutch  rulers.  As  a 
result  of  the  intervention  of  the 
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United  Nations,  that  war  was 
brought  to  an  end,  and  finally 
the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians, 
under  the  good  offices  of  the 
United  Nations,  worked  out  an 
agreement  that  was  mutually 
satisfactory  and  which  brought 
into  existence  the  new  United 
States  of  Indonesia. 

Four  hundred  million  people 
live  in  the  big  subcontinent  of 
India.  Pakistan  and  India  were 
involved  in  a  war  which  had 
already  led  to  the  loss  of  nearly 
one  million  lives.  The  United, 
Nations  intervened  and  brought 
that  war  to  an  end  and  today  we 
are  maintaining  in  India  and 
Pakistan  a  corps  of  military  ob- 
servers on  cease-fire  lines  for  the 
purpose  of  perpetuating  that 
peace;  the  machinery  of  the 
United  Nations  is  at  work  to  ad- 
just differences. 

Three  wars  in  three  separate 
parts   of  the   world   have   been 


stopped  by  the  United  Nations; 
and  it  has  succeeded  in  using 
the  processes  of  mediation  and 
conciliation  effectively  to  estab- 
lish a  stable  peace. 

The  United  Nations  made  an 
effective  contribution  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Berlin  crisis,  in 
the  development  of  an  atmos- 
phere, as  well  as  in  producing 
methods  of  adjustment  which 
finally  led  to  the  termination  of 
that  crisis  a  year  ago. 

.When  the  history  of  the 
United  Nations  is  written,  there 
will  be  some  very  beautiful 
chapters  on  the  way  in  which 
moral  and  diplomatic  forces  of 
the  world  have  been  mobilized, 
channeled  and  focused  in  the 
direction  of  achieving  the  set- 
tlement of  disputes  among  the 
nations  of  the  world. 

Furthermore,  millions  of  peo- 
ple have  been  saved  from  dis- 
ease, millions  have  been  fed  and 
kept  from  starvation  and  count- 
less refugees  have  been  relocat- 
ed. The  basic  economies  of  many 
countries  have  been  strength- 
ened in  the  short  five-year  effort 
of  the  United  Nations. 

All  of  us  have  in  our  lives, 
I  presume,  a  little  of  the  spirit 
of  telling  other  people  off.  And 
we  especially  enjoy  telling  oth- 
er nations  off  because  we  never 
see  them.  But  that  is  not  the 
way  of  the  United  Nations  or 
the  effective  human  way  of  get- 
ting permanent  results.  Granted 
that  we  may  get  a  psychological 
release  by  telling  them  off,  tell- 
ing them  how  they  ought  to  live 
and  what  they  ought  to  do;  nev- 
ertheless, much  more  is -achieved 
by  the  process  of  conciliation,  of 
consultation,  of  recognizing  that 
there  may  be  two  sides  to  a  prob- 
lem or  hidden  angles  that  may 
provide  a  basis  of  understanding. 

There  is  another  interesting 
aspect  of  the  work  of  the  United . 
Nations  which  has  fascinated 
me,  personally.  In  the  United 
Nations  we  utilize  not  only  the 
opinions  of  all  those  who  agree, 
but  we  utilize  the  attitudes  of 
those  with  whom  we  agree  only 


in  part.  We  mobilize  the  support 
of  those  who  can  be  counted 
upon  only  in  part;  because  that 
second  group — those  who  can  be 
counted  upon  only  in  part — rep- 
resent the  area  of  the  increasing 
strength  of  the  movement  of 
which  we  are  a  part.  It  is  the 
area  of  conversion;  it  is  the  area 
whereby  the  pattern  of  effective- 
ness enlarges  and  produces  the 
basis  whereby  the  organization 
tends  to  increase  its  influence. 
Therefore,  on  that  basis,  we  find 
ourselves  in  a  position  where  the 
United  Nations,  by  constituting 
a  forum  in  which  the  common 
objective,  the  common  mind  of 
man  can  be  developed,  produces 
for  us  the  quality  of  results 
more  likely  to  be  transformed 
into  solid  understandings. 

The  United  Nations,  in  the 
colossal  problems  that  exist  in 
East  and  West  today,  represents 


the  primary  channel  through 
which  these  problems  can  be  re- 
solved. It  is  important  for  us  to 
maintain  our  support  of  the 
work  of  the  United  Nations.  It 
has  been  the  roof  under  which 
consultation  has  taken  place  and 
can  take  place  in  the  future.  The 
United  Nations  has  been  built  on 
moral  foundations  and  its  es- 
sential strength  is  moral;  its 
processes  must  be  processes 
which  take  into  account  moral 
and  spiritual  forces.  It  is  a  hu- 
man process,  to  be  sure,  like  any 
other  institution,  and  requires 
assistance,  interest,  intervention 
and  intercession.  It  is  the  kind 
of  an  institution  which  has  its 
frailties  and  its  weaknesses,  but 
it  is  the  kind  of  man-made  insti- 
tution as  well  which  is  in  accord 
with  man's  concepts  of  the  way 
in  which  he  can  manage  himself 
and  live  peacefully  in  this  new 


closely  knit  world. 

And  let  us  always  be  sure,  as 
individuals,  that  we  shall  be  a 
part  of  the  answer  to  world 
peace,  rather  than  a  part  of  the 
problem  of  world  peace.  That 
same  test  can  apply  anywhere  in 
life:  in  community  life,  in  na- 
tional life,  in  our  church  life. 
And  that  is  why  you  are  here 
today  and  why  you  are  helping 
to  make  yourselves  increasingly 
—  through  God  and  through 
prayer — a  part  of  the  answer  to 
the  problems  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live. 

Let  us  hope  that  all  of  us 
may  increase  in  our  stature  so 
that  the  world  may  know  or 
that  history  may  know  or,  more 
important,  that  God  may  know 
that  we  are  a  part  of  the  answer 
to  the  problem  of  bringing  world 
peace,  world  understanding  and 
world  security. 


"Will  o  Man  Rob  God?"- 


What  Will  Your  Answer  Be? 


NOT  long  ago,  one  of  my 
members  said  to  me,  his 
pastor,  that  an  automobile 
salesman  attempted  to  get  him 
to  trade  in  his  old  car  on  a  new 
one.  His  car  has  something  over 
20,000  miles  on  the  speedometer, 
is  in  excellent  shape,  and  is  a 
little  more  than  a  year  old.  Nev- 
ertheless, it  is  purported  to  be 
worth  $1,500  less  than  a  new 
one  of  the  same  make!  There 
was  no  deal  made  in  this  case. 

That  depreciation  bothered 
me.  I  began  thinking  of  other 
cars  our  local  members  had  pur- 
chased within  the  last  twelve 
months.  There  are  eight  of  them 
above  the  range  of  the  three 
popular  low-priced  cars  (here- 
inafter called  "the  three") .  Then 
my  mind  began  to  move  into 
"high  gear"! 


John  I.  Coffman 

Pastor,   McFarland,    California 


Going  to  an  auto  dealer,  I 
borrowed  his  Blue  Book.  I  dis- 
covered that  the  average  depre- 
ciation the  first  year  of  "the 
three"  is  about  $190.  For  eight 
such  cars,  the  total  deprecia- 
tion would  have  been  $1,520.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Blue  Book,  the 
average  depreciation  of  the  eight 
more  expensive  cars  our  people 
purchased  totals  $7,875.  Sub- 
tracting the  two  amounts,  you 
have  a  difference  of  $6,355,  the 
amount  that  could  have  been 
saved  if  all  of  the  eight  cars 
had  been  in  the  low  price  range. 

We  have  an  active  member- 
ship of  about  150.  The  average 
per  congregation  for  the  entire 


Brotherhood  is  around  120, 
which  is  eighty  per  cent  of  our 
150.  Now  take  eighty  per  cent 
of  $6,355  and  one  gets  $5,084. 
This  would  be  the  average  loss 
the  first  year  by  depreciation, 
on  the  average,  in  our  congrega- 
tions. Multiplying  that  by  our 
1,000  local  churches  we  get  $5,- 
084,000!  I  blinked  twice!  If  that 
extra  depreciation  could  only 
have  been  saved  and  added  to 
the  one  million  we  did  give  to 
the  Conference  Budget,  the  total 
would  have  been  over  $6,000,- 
000! 

Then  I  came  at  it  from  a  dif- 
ferent angle.  The  average  first 
cost  of  each  of  "the  three"  cars 
is  about  $1,890.  Eight  of  them 
would  total  $15,120.    The  eight 
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cars  our  local  members  pur- 
chased above  the  low  price 
range  total  around  $28,350.  This 
means  that  these  eight  cost  at 
least  $13,000  more  than  eight  of 
"the  three"  would  have  cost. 
(This,  incidentally,  would  have 
paid  for  our  contemplated  new 
parsonage!)  Now  if  you  take 
eighty  per  cent  of  this  $13,000  to 
get  the  amount  for'  an  average 
congregation  of  120,  you  have 
$10,400.  Multiplying  this  by  1,000 
local  congregations,  we  arrive  at 
the  amazing  figure  of  $10,400,- 
000!  On  this  basis,  if  all  Breth- 
ren people  who  bought  more  ex- 
pensive cars  had  purchased  ma- 
chines within  the  price  range  of 
""the  three"  and  had  given  this 
saving  to  our  general  church 
work  within  the  Brotherhood 
^Fund,  our  Brotherhood  enter- 
prises would  have  been  more 
than  $11,000,000  better  off!  Even 
if  only  half  of  these  buyers  had 
bought  moderately  priced  cars 
and  had  given  the  difference,  or 
just  a  fourth  of  them  had  done 
so,  consider  what  our  giving 
would  have  totaled! 

In  my  sermon  last  Sunday 
morning  (May  21)  these  figures 
were  placed  upon  a  blackboard 
before  my  congregation.  I  told 
them  that,  in  order  to  get  some 
averages  for  our  whole  Brother- 
hood, it  was  necessary  to  begin 
with  our  home  situation,  and 
begged  their  pardon  for  making 
them  the  "guinea  pig"  for  the 
day!  There  were  many  smiles 
during  the  presentation  and  no 
little  good-natured  and  friendly 
discussion  afterwards. 

Really  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  actual  figures  are  for 
our  entire  Brotherhood.  If  my 
fellow-pastors  want  an  interest- 
ing time,  I  suggest  they  try  a 
similar  experiment  in  their  local 
churches.  If  the  facts  afre  pre- 
sented in  a  nice  way,  the  mem- 
bers will  be  just  as  good  sports 
as  were  our  people  here,  and 
take  the  eye-opening  facts  with 
a  smile. 


To  be  sure,  these  figures  are 
based  upon  averages,  both  for 
car  prices  and  for  congregations. 
Some  of  the  folks  here  said  my 
figures  were  too  low!  And  this 
study  has  to  do  only  with  auto- 
mobiles! What  would  be  our 
findings  if  we  considered  other 
expensive  possessions? 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact 
that  some  will  say  they  need 
more  expensive  cars  for  prestige 
in  the  business  world.  If  we 
grant  this  in  some  cases,  it  still 
seems  likely  that  a  large  amount 
of  money  has  not  become  "heav- 
enly treasure,!'  or  even  been 
kept  as  "earthly  treasure,"  but 
has  been  "thrown  out  the  win- 
dow." It  has  been  lost  in  first 
year  depreciation,  or  in  the 
maintenance  of  more  costly  cars. 

What  could  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  have  done  with 
even  four  or  five  million  dollars? 


No  missionaries  would  have 
been  detained  at  home.  No  na- 
tive workers  would  have  been 
dismissed.  Nor  would  the  Serv- 
ice Commission  have  had  to 
make  difficult  cuts  here  and 
there.  There  could  have  been 
expansion  all  along  on  every 
front  of  church  life;  our  semi- 
nary and  colleges  could  have 
had  funds  for  much  needed  new 
buildings  and  equipment;  the 
home  mission  program  could 
have  been  expanded;  money 
could  have  been  available  for 
loans  for  new  church  buildings. 
In  fact  the  possibilities  of  just 
one  year's  savings  almost  stagger 
the  imagination! 

It  seems  to  me  I  hear  the 
voice  of  the  prophet  Malachi 
ringing  in  my  ears:  "Will  a  man 
rob  God?"  Will  he?  What  will 
your  answer  be  to  this  age-old 
question? 
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Modest  expenditures  for  our  personal  needs  will  yield  a  "heavenly 
treasure"  lor  God  and  his  kingdom 


What  About  Your  Newspaper? 

Is   It  a    Responsible   Public   Organ    or   an    Emotional    sheet? 


IT  RANKS  with  Lincoln's 
Emancipation  Proclamation, 
the  law  India  passed  about 
two  years  ago.  It  outlawed  the 
system  of  untouchability  where- 
by millions  of  Indians  were  ex- 
iled from  the  rest  of  society,  just 
because  they  were  born  into  the 
untouchable  group.  "From  here 
on  out,"  declared  the  new  law, 
"  'a  man's  a  man  for  a'  that.'  " 

Some  called  it  "the  greatest 
law  in  the  20th  century."  But 
to  the  New  York  Times,  which 
prints  more  world  news  than 
any  other  American  newspaper, 
it  was  worth  four  lines  on  page 
two. 

Remember  reading  in  the  pa- 
pers about  how  the  Russians 
were  dismantling  German  fac- 
tories, as  "reparations"?  That 
was  big  news.  But  did  your 
newspaper  say  anything  when 
the  Allied  control  council  in  Ger- 
many worked  out  an  agreement 
whereby  Russia  would  give  food 
to  Germany  in  return  for  the 
reparations?  A  lopsided  ex- 
change, to  be  sure,  but  a  forward 
step.  Did  your  paper  mention  it?  , 

What  percentage  of  the  resolu- 
tions in  the  United  Nations  pass 
unanimously?  Before  you  read 
any  further,  write  down  your 
estimate.  Then  read  on.  Some 
of  you  were  at  Manchester  Col- 
lege on  commencement  day, 
1948.  We  heard  Andrew  Cor- 
dier,  Manchester's  ex-professor 
who  is  right-hand  man  to  the 
Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations.  He  said,  "Eighty  per 
cent  of  the  resolutions  passed  in 
the  United  Nations  in  1947 
passed  unanimously." 

When  you  multiply  these  ex- 
amples by  others  out  of  your 
own  experience,  you  may  begin 
to  think  that  the  Commission  on 


Gordon  Shull 

Yale    Divinity    School 
New    Haven,    Connecticut 


a  Free  and  Responsible  Press 
had  a  point:  "The  news  is  twist- 
ed by  the  emphasis  on  the  novel 
and  the  sensational.  .  .  .  The 
press  as  a  whole  ...  is  not  meet- 
ing the  needs  of  our  society." 

But  why? 

For  one  part  of  the  answer  to 
this  question  is:  because  we  ask 
for  it.  Not  in  words,  but  in  pen- 
nies. And  money  talks. 

Suppose  that  there  are  two 
newspapers  on  the  counter.  The 
Courier  carries  a  modest  head- 
line that  covers  three  columns: 

COMMISSION  INVESTIGATES 

CAUSES  OF  DELINQUENCY 

IN  CITY 

Mayor  Appoints  Ten 

The  Star,  however,  has  a 
scoop.  Its  headline  is  at  least 
two  inches  high,  and  sprawls 
across  the  entire  page. 

HUNT  YOUNG  KILLER 

WOUNDED  GIRL  DESCRIBES 

PERVERT 

Which  paper  will  sell  the  most 
copies?  The  crime  thriller — or 
the  sober  story  of  what  people 
are  trying  to  do  about  it? 

Or  again  the  Courier's  head- 
line reads, 

QUAKERS  PROPOSE  STEPS 
FOR  PEACE 

but  the  Star  explodes,  in  huge 
print, 

VISHINSKY  SMEARS 

U.  S.  WARMONGERING 

This  is  just  about  what  the  Star 
has  been  saying  once  a  week  for 
three  years.  The  Star  has  found 
it  pays! 


For  every  Courier,  there  seem 
to  be  so  many  Stars,  papers  that 
dabble  in  thrillers  instead  of 
printing  information  that  voting 
citizens  in  a  democracy  simply 
must  have  if  democracy  is  to 
work.  And  this  they  do  in  the 
name  of  "public  service"! 

All  of  us  have  this  irrespon- 
sible emotionalism.  How  many 
times  do  we  get  taken  for  a  ride 
by  men  who  would  make  their 
millions  by  cashing  in  on  it? 

But  we  must  not  be  too  unfair 
to  the  publishers.  Many  news- 
men who  are  concerned  about  a 
free  and  responsible  press  insist 
that  most  publishers  want  to 
print  what  is  really  important, 
not  what  is  exciting.  But  that 
is  more  easily  said  than  done 
in  a  world  of  stiff  competition 
where  the  sensation  seeking  emo- 
tion in  us  buys  more  papers  than 
the  responsible-citizen  emotion, 
and  when  some  papers  are  will- 
ing to  cash  in  on  it.  "A  newspa- 
per has  to  sell,  you  know!" 

That  Sense  of  Rumor 

As  a  result,  all  papers  some- 
times print  sensational  stories 
that  have  not  been  checked  for 
accuracy.  For  example,  the 
United  Press  sent  out  a  story 
about  a  seventeen-year-old  Ger- 
man boy  who  had  become  the 
father  of  forty-five  babies  in  a 
Copenhagen  refugee  camp. 

The  daily  papers  ate  it  up.  No 
one  could  afford  to  wait  until  the 
story  had  been  checked  for  ac- 
curacy, for  each  -editor  knew 
that  all  the  other  papers  would 
be  carrying  the  story,  and  who 
can  afford  to  be  left  out  of  a 
scoop  like  this? 

Time  Magazine  sent  a  corres- 
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pondent  to  investigate.  This  was 
the  report:  "The  story  can  be 
traced  to  the  frontier  station 
Tinglev,  where  its  originator,  a 
local  railway  clerk,  says  he  got 
it  from  a  colleague  who  heard 
it  on  Monday  from  a  still  un- 
identified Danish  policeman  on  a 
refugee  train,  who  in  turn  was 
reporting  a  narrative  of  another 
policeman  who  said  the  boy  was 
on  his  train  crossing  the  frontier 
two  weeks  ago." 

Newspapers    sometimes    seem 
to   have   a   very   good   sense   of 
rumor. 
What  Can  We  Do? 

1.  We  can  repent  of  the  part 
we  buyers  play  in  tempting 
newspapers  to  print  what  is  ex- 
citing rather  than  what  is  im- 
portant. 

2.  We  can  quit  playing  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  are  more 
interested  in  making  money 
than  in  serving  democracy.  If 
we  do  not  have  the  facts  on  im- 
portant public  issues,  we  simply 
cannot  make  the  decisions  that 
each  one  of  us  must  make  in 
a  democracy.  So  study  your  pa- 
per to  see  how  often  it  plays 
up  the  sensational  and  ignores 
the  significant;  how  often  it 
parades  prejudices  in  its  choice 
of  news  items,  and  in  the  way  it 
slants  them.  "By  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them."  If  your  paper 
gets  a  low  score  on  public  re- 
sponsibility, and  a  high  one  on 
irresponsible  emotion,  think  se- 
riously about  shopping  some- 
where else. 

3.  We  can — we  must — remem- 
ber that  we  have  a  stake  in  a 
press  that  is  both  free  and  re- 
sponsible, which  means  that 
working  for  this  kind  of  a  press 
is  our  job.  For  do  we  not,  in  the 
last  analysis,  get  just  what  we 
deserve? 

•  e       •       • 

"For  God  shall  bring  every 
work  into  judgment,  with  every 
secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good, 
or  whether  it  be  evil"  (Eccles. 
12:14). 


Contributing   Editors 
Appointed 

NINE  men  and  women, 
representative  of  varied 
interests,  age  groups  and 
geographical  areas  of  the  church, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board  to  serve 
as  contributing  editors  for  the 
Gospel  Messenger  beginning 
July  1,  1950.  These  people  will 
serve  in  an  advisory  and  con- 
sultative capacity  to  the^  editor. 
The  board  has  recognized  for 
a  long  time  how  difficult  it  is 
for  an  editor,  who  must  of  neces- 
sity spend  much  time  at  his  desk, 
to  gage  fully  the  interests  and 
needs  of  the  church.  For  this 
reason  they  have  appointed  con- 
tributing editors  to  serve  the 
Gospel  Messenger  and  the  church 
in  interpreting  to  the  editor  the 
concerns  and  interests  of  those 
with  whom  they  are  in  contact. 
As  these  men  and  women  func- 
tion in  this  interpretative  role  it 
it  hoped  that  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger may  more  and  more  come 
to  meet  the  total  needs  of  the 
church. 


Not  only  will  these  men  and 
women  help  in  determining  edi- 
torial policy  but  we  may  also 
expect  to  see  some  of  their  writ- 
ings appearing  on  the  pages  of 
the  Messenger  —  perhaps  more 
than  if  they  were  not  serving 
in  this  capacity. 

The  General  Brotherhood 
Board  will  continue  to  carry  the 
administrative  responsibility  for 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  are 
happy  to  announce  that  the  fol- 
lowing people  have  consented  to 
serve  as  contributing  editors: 

Desmond  W.  Bittinger,  presi- 
dent of  McPherson  College,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas;  Roy  D.  Boaz, 
Cloverdale,  Va.,  pastor  of  the 
Daleville  congregation;  Paul  H. 
Bowman,  Timberville,  Va. ; 
George  L.  Detwiler,  pastor  of  the 
Waynesboro  church,  Pa.;  J.  W. 
Lear,  La  Verne,  Calif. ;  Mrs.  John 
D.  Long,  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
the  Mack  Memorial  church, 
Dayton,  Ohio;  Miss  Martha  Mar- 
tin, emeritus  instructor  in  Bible, 
Elizabethtown  College,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa.;  R.  H.  Miller,  pro- 
fessor of  religion  and  philosophy, 
Manchester  College,  North  Man- 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Ezra,  Interpreter  of  God's  Word 
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For  such  a  time 

At  a  time  when  the  Jews  were 
faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
rebuilding  their  nation,  God  called 
two  men  to  serve  them  as  leaders. 
Nehemiah,  who  had  been  cupbearer 
to  the  king  of  Persia,  directed  the 
rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem 
and  served  as  governor.  Ezra,  the 
subject  of  this  lesson's  study,  was  a 
reformer,  a  scribe  and  a  great 
teacher. 

Reformers  are  seldom  popular, 
especially  when  they  must  call  their 
people  to  stricter  ways  of  living.  We 
remember  their  narrowness  and 
overlook  their  contributions.  So  it 
has  been  with  Ezra.  His  rigid  stand 
on  mixed  marriages  brands  him  as 
a  heartless  leader  in  the  minds  of 
many.  Yet  his  zeal  for  what  was 
right  and  lawful  helped  to  put  the 
Jews  on  their  feet  and  to  recall  them 
to  their  God. 


A  day  for  public  worship 

Ezra,  the  teacher,  called  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  together  as  one 
congregation  in  order  to  unite  in 
public  worship.  His  church  was  the 
city  street  near  the  outer  gate.  He 
used  a  wooden  pulpit  raised  up  so 
that  all  could  hear  and  see  him.  The 
service  consisted  of  extensive  read- 
ing from  the  book  of  the  law,  in 
public  prayer,  in  hearty  amens  from 
the  people  and,  finally,  in  feasting 
and  sharing.  It  was  indeed  a  holy 
day. 

If  we  are  to  rebuild  a  world  that 
has  been  shattered  by  violent  con- 
flict, we  need  more  days  of  public 
worship  in  which  the  Word  of  God 
is  read,  more  assembling  for  prayer, 
more  songs  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. One  hour  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing is  not  sufficient.  But  that  is 
where  we  begin — with  hearts  willing 
to  hear  and  live  the  truth. 


Chester,  Ind.;  Vernon  F.  Miller, 
pastor  of  the  Fresno  church, 
Calif.  (Charles  C.  Ellis,  who 
passed  away  on  June  27,  had  also 
been  asked  to  serve  as  a  con- 
tributing editor.) 

H.  Spenser  Minnich  Returns 

to  States  as  Financial 

Representative 

Raymond  R.  Peters 

General    Secretary,    General    Brotherhood 
Board 

BROTHER  H.  SPENSER 
MINNICH  has  been  serving 
the  Brotherhood  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  During  the  past 
eighteen  months  he  was  located 
in  Bombay,  India,  where  he  was 
sent  to  serve  an  emergency  term 
as  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  mission 
and  as  a  manager  of  the  inter- 
mission business  office.  In  May, 
he  returned  to  the  States  to  work 
on  a  full-time  basis  as  financial 
representative  for  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board. 

The  board  is  eager  to  render 
a  service  to  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  people  who  desire 
guidance  in  directing  special 
gifts  to  the  church.  Not  only 
people  of  sizable  wealth,  but 
many  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
Brethren  with  modest  means  de- 
sire to  remember  the  church  in 
their  wills,  through  the  purchase 
of  annuities  or  in  making  the 
church  the  beneficiary  of  life 
insurance.  We  are  glad  that  the 
church  is  being  recognized  more 
and  more  in  the  settling  of  es- 
tates. People  are  discovering 
that  leaving  sizable  sums  of  mon- 
ey to  children  does  not  always 
bring  the  desired  results.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  that  when  a 
son  begins  where  his  father 
ended,  he  often  ends  where  his 
father  began. 

Bro.  Minnich  will  spend  a 
great  deal  of  his  time  contacting 
individuals  and  families  out 
among  the  churches.  He  will  be 
glad  to  hear  from  anyone  inter- 
ested in  his  service. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

We  live  in  a  ciiy  neighborhood, 
some  distance  from  our  church.  Our 
neighbors  are  of  all  kinds.  Some  go 
to  church,  some  do  not.  We  have 
had  through  the  years  two  suicides, 
three  divorces,  several  juvenile 
delinquency  problems.  There  is 
little  true  neighborliness  back  and 
forth,  although  our  children  play 
together  constantly.  Somehow  we 
feel  something  is  missing.  Do  we 
live  in  the  wrong  place? 

Concerned    Parents. 
Dear    Concerned   Parents, 

You  face  a  common  problem.  If 
needs  of  the  family  could  always 
determine  the  choice  of  a  place  to 
live,  many  of  us  would  choose  a 
place  other  than  where  we  now  are. 
But  other  things  enter  in — the 
father's  job,  income,  available 
houses. 

Many  families  with  church  affilia- 
tions will  decide  to  live  near  their 
church,  regardless  of  other  con- 
siderations. They  feel — as  Men- 
nonites  still  do  and  as  Brethren  once 
did — that  their  own  social  life  and 
that  of  their  children  will  be  tied  up 
primarily  with  those  of  religious 
faith.  The  York  Center  church  near 
Chicago  is  an  experiment  in  helping 
people    who    share    religious    ideals 


to  buy  property  and  help  build  a 
good  community.  Similar  efforts 
are  being  made  by  some  of  our 
Brethren  local  churches.  One  dis- 
trict— Northeastern  Ohio — has  a 
committee. 

There  is  one  other  possibility. 
During  recent  years  the  idea  of 
"block"  parties,  "block"  committees, 
and  "block"  planning  has  come  into 
being.  The  idea  is  that  people  living 
in  the  near  neighborhood  get 
together  occasionally  for  social  pur- 
poses. For  instance,  in  one  neigh- 
borhood there  has  been  an  annual 
block  party  now  for  some  years.  A 
committee  is  appointed  to  do  the 
planning.  This  breaks  down  the 
"ice"  of  lack  of  acquintance.  Qne 
could  easily  imagine  a  neighborhood 
council  growing  out  of  this  pattern, " 
a  council  to  deal  with  common 
neighborhood  problems  such  as 
where  the  children  can  play.  What 
to  do  to  strengthen  neighborhood 
ties. 

In  the  state  of  Ohio,  even  rural 
people  are  being  brought  together 
in  neighborhood  councils  under 
sponsorship  of  the  Ohio  State  Farm 
Bureau.  Discussion  groups  and 
social  features  are  the  backbone  of 
this  program. 

Your    Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department.  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Through  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  H.  Spenser  Minnich 
has  demonstrated  his  trust- 
worthy leadership.  We  have 
come  to  rely  upon  him  as  a  man 
of  sound  judgment  and  one  pos- 
sessing the  ability  to  give  wise 
counsel.  The  board  feels  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  have  his 
full  time  in  this  specialized  serv- 
ice. It  is  our  confident  hope  that 
through  his  work  the  Brother- 
hood program  may  be  strength- 
ened not  only  in  a  financial  but 
also  in  a  spiritual  way. 


The  Gospel  in  New  India 

Continued  from  page  7 

mother  church  is  still  needed. 
The  deputation  truly  stated  that, 
"building   the    church   in   India, 


teaching  the  children,  evange- 
lizing the  unreached  territories, 
providing  the  church  with  shep- 
herds, calls  for  our  continued 
support  and  prayers." 

Along  with  this  material  help, 
we  also  need  your  prayers. 
Prayer  changes  the  circum- 
stances. Prayer  brings  power 
from  high.  Prayer  enables  us  to 
see  the  vision.  Your  earnest  and 
continuous  prayers  will  enable 
the  church  in  India  to  see  the 
great  open  door  and  to  ac- 
complish its  task  of  preaching 
the  gospel  to  the  new  India. 

The  voice  saying,  "Come  and 
help  us,"  which  was  heard  in  the 
year  1894  by  Bro.  W.  B.  Stover, 
the  pioneer  of  the  Brethren  in 
India,  still  echoes  in  India  today. 


AUGUST   12,   1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  Moderator  Suggests  to  Brethren   .   .   . 

The  Korean  situation  has  revealed  in  sharp  relief 
the  emotional  state  of  the  world  and  particularly  of 
the  American  people.  Even  if  this  does  not  become  a 
full-scale  war  the  emotions  of  the  people  and  the 
mental  set  of  government  is  for  war.  Almost  overnight 
our  newspapers,  the  radio,  the  government  and  the 
general  public  have  dropped  into  the  language  and  the 
psychology  of  war.  Such  a  general  attitude  existing  so 
near  to  the  surface  would  indicate  that  if  this  episode 
does  not  lead  into  world  conflagration  some  other 
similar  one  presently  will.  For  Brethren,  therefore, 
it  is  suggested: 

1.  That  we  pray  unceasingly,  privately  and  publicly, 
for  peace. 

2.  That  we  push  harder  than  ever  our  alternative 
programs  to  war:  relief,  student  exchanges,  heifers, 
goodwill,  f 

3.  That  we  organize  our  local  church  groups  to 
study  the  state  of  our  world  and  the  psychology  within 

"our   local   communities.    Brethren   should   do    all   they 
can  to  be  stabilizers  for  peace. 

4.  That  each  church  member  set  his  mind  and 
heart  to  resist  the  propaganda  pressures  which  will 
emanate  from  almost  every  quarter.  Christians  should 
be  perpetual  seekers  for  truth. 

5.  Let  love  prevail  among  us. 

— Desmond  W.  Bittinger 


D.  Alfred  Replogle  of  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  will  become 
pastor  of  the  First  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Sept.  1. 

W.  W.  Lehman,  a  charter  member  of  the  Dixon 
church,  111.,  served  the  congregation  as  its  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  Though  eighty  years  old,  Bro. 
Lehman  is  still  alert   and  active. 

Word  has  come  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  office  of  the 
death  of  Emma  E.  Miller,  wife  of  A.  H.  Miller  of  New 
Philadelphia,  Ohio.  To  Bro.  Miller  and  his  family  goes 
our  deepest  sympathy. 

Brethren  who  live  in  the  area  served  by  radio 
station  WSVA  at  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  will  be  interested 
in  knowing  that  the  WCTU  will  have  a  program  from 
4:45  to  5  p.m.  on  Saturday  evenings  during  the  month 
of  August. 

Springfield  church,  Ohio,  will  observe  its  home- 
coming day  on  Sunday,  Aug.  13.  Elder  J.  C.  Inman  of 
Ashland,  Ohio,  a  former  pastor,  will  speak  at  the  morn- 
ing and  afternoon  services.  A  basket  dinner  will  be 
served  at  noon. 

A  number  of  Brethren  missionaries  have  recently 
returned  to  their  fields  of  service.  Sara  Shisler  and 
Clara  B.  Myer  left  on  July  5  from  New  Orleans,  expect- 
ing to  arrive  in  Lagos  about  Aug.  5.  The  Clarence 
Heckmans  left  New  York  on  June  30,  and  the  James 
Bowmans  have  reservations  on  the  Delta  line  sailing 
from  New  Orleans  on  July  26  to  Lagos.  Mail  to  the 
missionaries  may  be  addressed  Garkida,  vis  Jos  and 
Damaturu,  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 
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Beaver  Run  church,  Burlington,  W.  Va.,  will  observe 
its  annual  home-coming  day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  3.  All 
are  invited  to  the  morning  service,  the  picnic  dinner  and 
the  afternoon  program. 

Bro.  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  secretary  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Commission,  reports  that  on  July  7  the  Royers, 
Parrises,  Grayce  Brumbaugh  and  Mary  Dadisman  ar- 
rived in  New  York  for  regular  furlough. 

Rock  Run  church,  Ind.,  will  observe  the  one-hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  its  founding  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  Sept.  2  and  3.  A  pageant  based  on  the  history 
of  the  congregation  will  be  featured  on   Saturday. 

Rufus  P.  Bucher  II,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Rufus 
P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  met  with  an  accidental 
death  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  on  July  15.  The  funeral  was 
held  at  Quarryville  the  following  Monday.  Our  sym- 
pathy goes  out  to  the  family  in  the  loss  of  a  son  and 
a  brother. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh,  a  former  president  of  Mt. 
Morris  College,  became  president  of  Shimer  College 
on  July  1.  Shimer  College,  located  at  Mt.  Carroll,  111., 
is  a  coeducational  school  affiliated  with  the  University 
of  Chicago.  It  offers  the  well-known  Chicago  plan  of 
education   which    Dr.    Brumbaugh   helped   to    develop. 

The  Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  will  observe 
its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  and  home-coming  with  an 
all-day  program  on  Sunday,  Aug.  27.  N.  M.  Shideler, 
a  former  pastor,  will  bring  the  messages  at  11:00  a.m. 
and  3:30  p.m.  Dinner  on  the  grounds.  This  information 
comes  from  Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober,  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  world's  largest  handwritten  Bible,  which  was 
written  by  31,102  persons  attending  the  Chicago  Railroad 
Fair  last  year,  is  on  display  at  the  Chicago  Fair  of  1950. 
This  exhibit,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Chicago  Bible 
Society,  is  the  only  religious  exhibit  at  the  fair.  This 
year  it  is  included  in  a  book  exhibit  in  the  very  center 
of  the  fairground. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Garber  of  R.  1,  Leon,  Iowa,  who  has  been 
a  member  of  the  church  since  February  1878,  writes  that 
it  would  be  interesting  to  him  to  hear  from  some  of  the 
Brethren  who  have  been  members  of  the  church  for 
a  long  number  of  years.  He  recalls  being  baptized  by 
Jonathan  Swihart  at  a  time  when  it  was  necessary  to 
cut  through  ice  twelve  inches  thick. 

The  congregation  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  is  holding  its 
morning  services  in  the  Seventh-Day  Adventist  church 
at  606  W.  Washtenaw  Street,  and  its  evening  services 
in  the  homes  of  the  members.  The  sale  of  the  church 
and  lot  on  Prospect  Street  has  brought  about  these 
arrangements.  Property  on  which  a  new  building  will 
be  erected  has  been  purchased  in  another  section  of 
the  city. 

Ludlow  Falls  campground  in  Southern  Ohio  will  be 
the  scene  of  the  annual  men's  mass  meeting  for  that 
district  on  Sunday,  Aug.  20.  Services  will  be  held 
at  2:30  and  7:00  p.m.  DeWitt  Miller,  pastor  of  the 
Washington  church,  D.C.,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  In 
the  evening  there  will  be  a  songfest  with  special  num- 
bers from  various  churches  along  with  congregational 
hymn  singing. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


In  calling  attention  to  the  dates  for  the  district  meet- 
ing of  the  First  District  of  West  Virginia,  Sept.  8-9,  Bro. 
Galen  E.  Fike,  writing  clerk,  asks  that  any  business 
and  reports  should  be  turned  in  to  him  by  Sept.  2. 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  Bethany  Hospital  in 
Chicago  that  a  certain  individual  in  one  of  the  eastern 
states  has  been  soliciting  money  for  the  hospital.  Will 
all  interested  donors  please  take  note  that  only 
officials  of  the  hospital  or  those  approved  by  regular 
authorities  of  the  local  church  are  authorized  to  raise 
funds  for  the  institution? 

Visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and  General 
Boards  offices  recently  are  as  follows:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Fasnacht  and  Elaine  of  La  Verne,  Calif.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Ditto  of  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Martinez 
of  Rio  Puidras,  Puerto  Rico,  Mrs.  Rosalina  Zapata  of 
Hormiquerso,  Puerto  Rico,  Mrs.  Forrest  Groff  of  Elgin, 
111.,  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Tickenor  of  Elgin,  111.;  Ardith 
Newcomer  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.;  Howard  Ludwick  of 
Burlington,  W.  Va.,  Lois  E.  Fike  of  Boones  Mill,  Va., 
Orville  L.  Garber  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  H.  Franklin  Byers 
of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Robert  L.  Montgomery  of  Chevy 
Chase,  Md.;  Mrs.  O.  E.  Herninger  of  Wenatchee,  Wash.; 
Herbert  Kurtz  and  family  of  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Hawke  of  New  Carlisle,  Ohio; 
Homer  Halladay,  Lynn  Blocher  and  Melvin  Cox,  all 
of  Greenville,  Ohio;  and  William  A.  Swan  of  Boston, 
Mass. 

Juniata  College 

President  Calvert  N.  Ellis  conferred  degrees  on  108 
students  at  the  college's  largest  June  commencement  in 
Oiler  Hall,  Monday,  June  5.  This  year's  senior  class 
actually  numbers  166,  since  23  received  degrees  in 
January  and  35  are  scheduled  for  graduation  in  August. 
Dr.  Cornells  W.  de  Kiewiet,  acting  president  of  Cornell 
University,  delivered  the  commencement  address.  Six 
students  graduated  with  honors  including  Ned  F.  Walter, 
Claysburg,  Pa.,  summa  cum  laude;  Robert  A.  LeFever, 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  magna  cum  laude;  and  the  following 
awarded  cum  laude  degrees:  Donald  L.  Cam,  Claysburg, 
Pa.;  Richard  C.  Coffman,  Huntingdon,' Pa.;  Thurman  T. 
Grossnickle,  Boonesboro,  Md.;  and  Margaret  A.  Roop, 
Downingtown,  Pa.  Thirty-five  members  of  the  gradu- 
ating class  expect  to  continue  their  education  on  the 
graduate  level. 

Juniata  began  its  summer  session  on  June  19  with 
an  enrollment  of  195.  Included  in  this  group  are  127 
men  and  68  women.  Four  visiting  instructors  are 
included  among  the  eighteen  faculty  members  for  the 
first  period  from  June  19  to  July  22.  The  second  period 
is  scheduled  for  July  24  to  August  26. 

Six  conferences  are  scheduled  during  the  summer 
term.  The  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Sabbath 
School  Association  will  meet  July  7-9;  Pennsylvania 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies,  July  17-21;  Pennsylvania 
Academy  of  Science,  Aug.  4,  5;  Middle  District  Sunday- 
school  convention,  Aug.  17;  Christian  education  work- 
shop, Aug.  20-25;  conference  of  the  Eastern  Region  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  22-23. 

Two  members  of  the  Juniata  faculty,  Prof.  Harry  H. 
Nye,  assistant  professor  of  history,  and  Prof.  Charles 
L.  Rowland,  professor  of  music,  received  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Award  from  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission  for  many  years  of  education  service 


to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  awards  were 
presented  at  Annual  Conference. 

During  the  past  year  the  college  had  more  services 
in  the  districts  supporting  Juniata  than  ever  before. 
These  services,  which  included  Bible  institutes,  sermons 
by  faculty  members  and  programs  by  student  groups, 
were  arranged  by  Edgar  M.  Detwiler,  director  of 
church  relations. 

Dr.  S.  Lees  Booth  of  Utica,  N.Y.,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  professor  of  economics.  Dr.  Booth  joined  the 
faculty  for  the  opening  of  the  summer  term  and  will 
remain  on  the  regular  staff  to  head  the  department 
of  economics  and  business  administration.  He  was 
formerly  a  graduate  assistant  in  economics  at  Syracuse 
University  and  taught  at  Lafayette  College. 

Joseph  L.  Beyer,  a  business  administration  student 
from  New  York  City  who  was  graduated  from  Juniata 
in  June,  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  the  director  of 
admissions.  Beyer  will  succeed  Jack  C.  Buckle,  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  who  will  enter  Syracuse  University  for 
graduate  work  in  education. 

Miss  Esther  M.  Doyle,  assistant  professor  of  English, 
has  been  granted  a  one-year  leave  of  absence  to  accept 
a  teaching  fellowship  at  Northwestern  University.  In 
September  Miss  Doyle  will  begin  instruction  in  the 
department  of  interpretation  of  the  school  of  speech 
at  Northwestern.  Well-known  for  her  capable  direction 
of  successful  plays,  Miss  Doyle  joined  the  faculty  in  1945. 

Twelve  students  were  named  to  the  dean's  list  of  dis- 
tinguished students  for  the  spring  term  by  Morley  Mays, 
dean  of  the  college.  The  list  includes  students  who 
have  achieved  an  average  of  90  or  above  for  the 
semester.  Included  in  the  list  were  seven  seniors,  two 
juniors,  one  sophomore  and  two  freshmen. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Manassa  church, 
Pa.,  Aug.  21— Sept.  3. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Sunnyside  church,  Wash.,  Aug.  8-20. 

Gains  ior  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Palmyra  church,  Pa 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Elbethel  church,  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Welsh  Run  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Martinsburg  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Shoal  Creek  church,  Mo. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Hollidaysburg  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Piney  Creek  church,  Md. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Shippensburg  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Williamsburg  church,   Pa. 

Twenty-two  baptized  in  the  Trotwood  church,  Ohio. 

Three  received  by  letter  in  the  North  Winona  church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Meyer  house,  Fredericksburg  congre* 
gation,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  South  St.  Joseph 
church,  Mo. 

Five  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Bachelor  Run 
church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church, 
Akron,  Ohio. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  three  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Marsh 
Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  August  13 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Ezra,  Interpreter  of  God's  Word. — Ezra 
7;  8:  15-36;  Neh.  8 — 9.  Memory  Selection:  This  day  is  holy  unto 
our  Lord:  neither  be  ye  sorry;  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your 
strength.    Neh.  8:  10. 

CBYF  Topic  for  August,  Recreation  Around  the  Clock. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


Foi  at  least  twenty  years  the  Brethren 
have  been  using  the  discussion  technique, 
especially  in  youth  groups.  Sometimes 
we  grow  a  little  tired  oi  discussions. 
Perhaps,  aiter  all,  it  is  easier  to  let  a 
speaker  sum  things  up  neatly  in  an 
address 


In    this    article    Dan    West    describes    the 
peace  workshop  which  uses  the  discussion 
method  in  a  new  and  decidedly  effective 
way 


•  nits- 


Better  Leadership  Toward  Peace 


NOT  to  go  to  war  nor  to  learn  the 
art  of  war — this  old  Brethren 
pledge  before  baptism  was  the 
custom  in  every  local  church,  so  I 
once  thought.  Later  I  learned  that 
many  Brethren  had  made  no  such 
promise,  having  had  no  clear  teach- 
ing or  leadership  for  it. 

"To  work  for  peace  and  to  learn 
the  arts  of  peace."  It  would  be  good 
if  we  worked  toward  a  dual  pledge 
by  all  members — a  negative  one 
against  war,  and  a  positive  one 
toward  peace.  Genuine  peace  is  an 
achievement. 

Happily  there  are  more  sensitive 
consciences  now,  both  inside  and 
outside  the  church,  than  ever  before. 
More  people  are  aware  of  the 
inter-relatedness  of  modern  life. 
More  dread  the  physical  and 
spiritual  results  of  another  war,  and 
there  is  greater  longing  for  peace 
than  I  ever  knew  about. 

Instead  of  clear,  prophetic  living 
and  speaking  for  peace  on  a  wide 
scale,  we  are  still  unready  to  help 
our  own  youth  as  they  need,  let 
alone  other  people.  But  I  believe 
both  groups  will  respond  if  we 
furnish  the  right  kind  of  leadership. 

Against  this  background  and  with 
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Dan  West 

Director,  Leadership  Training 
Brethren  Service  Commission 


this  hope,  fourteen  experiments  in 
leadership  training  have  been  made 
in  the  Central  and  Southeastern 
regions  since  Jan.  1,  1949.  They  were 
called  "peace  leadership  workshops." 

Places.  Five  in  five  local  churches; 
nine  in  five  summer  camps. 

Time.  Five  full  days,  usually — 
totalling  as  much  as  forty  combined 
Sunday-school  and  church  sessions. 

Persons.  One  hundred  sixty-five 
full-time  members,  93  part-time, 
from  about  100  churches;  a  wide  age 
range — from  16  to  74,  mainly  in  the 
twenties  and  thirties;  wide  occupa- 
tional range — from  students  and 
housewives,  plumbers,  farmers  and 
pastors  to  professors;  wide  respon- 
sibility range — from  pupils  to  elders 
and  regional  workers. 

Groups.  Small  intentionally,  from 
eight  to  thirty  members,  average 
seventeen.  We  wanted  the  best  con- 
tributions of  every  person. 

Activities.  Eating  together  (getting 
meals  and  washing  dishes  have 
training  possibilities  too),  playing 
and  singing  together,  thinking  to- 
gether, worshiping  together! 

Methods.    Chiefly  discussion,  some 


speeches,  some  drama,  actual  leader- 
ship experiences,  evaluations,  etc. 

Costs.  Intentionally  not  high,  from 
67c  to  $2.20  per  day  per  person. 
Some  Basic  Assumptions 

1.  Most  of  the  work  for  peace 
must  be  done  locally  by  people  who 
live  there,  not  by  outsiders. 

2.  We  have  better  leadership  than 
we  ever  had  before,  but 

3.  That  leadership  should  be  and 
can  be  improved  noticeably  in  a 
short  time. 

4.  Blocks  of  time  are  needed  for 
effective  training.  Week-end  efforts 
make  too  little  difference. 

5.  Fellowship  is  the  climate  in 
which  effective  peace  leadership 
develops. 

6.  We  learn  to  do  by  trying,  better 
than  by  listening. 

7.  Our  present  leaders  will  re- 
spond heroically  to  new  crises  if 
they  have  the  right  kind  of  help 
ahead  of  time. 

8.  Our  official  leaders,  busy  as 
they  are,  will  take  the  time  for  more 
training. 

9.  The  gospel  and  the  most  recent 
discoveries  in  social  science  fit  well 
together. 

Number  7  above  has  not  been  well 
tested.  Number  8  is  not  yet  borne 
out  by  experiment. 


Some  Aims 

In  general,  to  help  in  fulfilling  the 
peace  heritage  of  the  Brethren,  in 
building  a  grass-roots  base  for  a 
healthy  peace  movement  in  America, 
and  in  learning  the  essential  formula 
for  "the  chain  reaction  of  the  spirit." 

In  particular,  to  establish  a  new 
base  for  effective  peace  work  in  local 
churches  and  districts,  to  discover 
some  hundreds  of  peace  leaders 
(maybe  potential  now)  and  to  work 
out  a  more  effective  combination  of 
leadership  training  methods,  old  and 
new. 

Some  Results 

They  are  mixed,  of  course.  This 
new  approach  is  much  different 
from  the  older  ways  of  leadership 
training.  For  those  who  have  had 
the  habit  of  listening  to  speeches,  it 
was  a  big  stretch  to  present  their 
"little"  ideas  in  the  presence  of 
persons  to  whom  they  felt  inferior. 
To  visitors  who  come  and  see  and 
go,  it  seems  useless — they  cannot 
pick  up  tangible  things  and  take 
them  away.  To  the  impatient,  it 
seems  a  heavy  waste  of  time. 

On  balance,  however,  the  results 
have  been  surprisingly  good.  In 
every  group,  after  much  floundering, 
a  new  fellowship  and  understanding 
emerged  by  the  third  day,  sometimes 
sooner.  The  workshops  always 
closed  with  worshipful  attitudes  and 
new  realization  of  essential  peace 
methods. 

The  following  statements,  made 
by  various  members  at  the  close  of 
workshops  or  later,  are  significant: 

"We  have  to  grow  into  maturity. 
...  I  missed  nine  meetings  to  be 
here  this  week,  but  I  see  it  was  a 
good  thing  for  me  and  for  others. 
.  .  .  I'm  not  so  impatient  as  for- 
merly. ...  I  want  to  serve  our  local 
church  better  as  its  elder.  .  .  .  There 
was  an  increasing  sensitiveness  to 
one  another  and  respect  for  opinions 
and  ideas.  .  .  . 

"This  week  brought  more  growth 
in  spiritual  dynamic  than  any  other 
in  my  life.  .  .  .  Being  together  has 
helped  us  see  answers  to  our 
problems.  .  .  .  These  five  days  have 
helped  me  slowly  to  overcome 
inferiority.  .  .  .  Peacemakers  may 
have  underestimated  how  tough  is 
the  job  of  transforming  the  world. 
.  .  .  The  cross  may  be  a  necessity 
even  in  our  day.  .  .  . 

"We  have  seen  Christian  democ- 
racy at  work.  .  .  .  There  is  a  new 
depth  of  spontaneous  worship.  .  .  . 
The  carry-over  value  in  daily  work 
is  great.  .  .  .  The  going  is  not  al- 
ways smooth,  but  the  end  results 
are  rewarding.  .  .  .  The  experiences 
can  spread." 


A  pastor  invited  a  friend  who  had 
attended  a  workshop  with  him  to 
come  and  help  (working  as  a  team) 
in  a  Sunday-school  workers'  group 
in  a  local  church.  They  explained 
something  of  a  way  to  work  to- 
gether more  effectively.  By  their 
own  choice,  the  group  took  it  up  and 
could  hardly  stop  at  the  end  of  three 
hours. 

Some    Conclusions 

1.  Leadership  for  peace  in  our 
local  churches  can  become  much 
more   effective — and  soon. 

2.  Ordinary  people  have  extra- 
ordinary possibilities  for  leadership. 
We  have  "gold  mines"  in  our -local 
churches. 

3.  Older  people,  too,  can  learn 
new  skills  also. 


4.  We  are  just  beginning  to  learn 
how  to  develop  leadership,  but  this 
is  the  right  direction. 

5.  The  fundamentals  of  leadership 
are  emotional  more  than  intellectual 
— especially  true  in  the  early  stages. 

6.  More  help  can  come  from 
leadership  teams  than  from  lone 
leaders. 

7.  We  laymen  load  down  our 
leaders  with  lesser  matters  so  that 
they  feel  unable  to  find  time  to 
train  for  greater  matters — peace 
among  others. 

8.  The  children  of  this  world  are 
wiser  than  the  children  of  light — ■ 
even  in  our  generation.  Once  we 
take  our  peace  doctrine  seriously, 
we  shall  develop  an  adequate  leader- 
ship for  peace. 


News  Notes  .   .  . 

New  Volunteer  Unit 

Eleven  young  men  and  eighteen 
young  women  began  training  at  the 
New  Windsor  center  on  June  20  in 
the  seventh  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service  Unit.  They  hail  from  eleven 
states.  The  largest  delegation  from 
a  single  state  is  from  Pennsylvania 
with  eight  volunteers.  The  next 
largest  is  from  Virginia  with  five. 

As  in  previous  units,  Ed  Crill  is 
directing  the  two  months'  training 
period.  A  series  of  visiting  teachers 
will  each  spend  a  week  with  the 
group,  teaching  some  particular 
course.  A  course  in  Human  Rela- 
tions was  led  during  the  first  week 
by  Lorell  Weiss,  and  Dr.  J.  Oscar 
Lee  of  the  Department  of  Race 
Relations  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  led  the  second  week's 
course  in  Social  Problems. 

Off   to  Europe 

June  19  to  23  was  a  period  of 
departure  for  Europe  for  a  con- 
siderable group  of  Brethren  young 
people  and  others  who  will  be 
connected  with  Brethren  Service 
activities  there  this  summer  and 
for  longer  terms. 

The  group  included  fourteen 
Brethren  young  people  who  will  take 
part  in  German  and  Austrian  work 
camps  sponsored  by  our  Service 
Commission.  Thirteen  young  people 
from  other  denominations,  among 
them  eight  Presbyterians  from 
Southern  California,  also  were  in  the 
party.  They  will  be  in  our  work 
camps. 

Other  departures  included  *  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Garver  of  Manchester 
College,  who  will  direct  the  peace 
institute  which  will  be  the  main 
feature   of  one  work  camp;   Merlin 


Shull,  Jr.,  of  Elgin,  111.,  who  will 
serve  in  our  European  projects  for 
several  years;  Dr.  W.  W.  Peters,  until 
recently  president  of  McPherson 
College,  who  will  direct  Brethren 
Service  work  in  Austria  (Mrs.  Peters 
will  join  him  later);  Bob  and  Amy 
Zigler,  who  are  returning  to  their 
post  in  Geneva;  and  Geraldine 
Zigler  Glick,  who  will  visit  with  her 
parents  for  several  weeks. 

All  work  campers  are  paying  their 
own  expenses.  The  entire  group 
traveled  by  plane,  but  under  an 
arrangement  which  makes  fares 
considerably  cheaper  than  by  boat. 
DP  Notes 

Anyone  who  visits  New  Windsor 
these  days  will  be  impressed  by  the 
presence  of  strangers  on  the  grounds. 
These  are  DP's  awaiting  assignment 
to  sponsors.  Many  of  the  DP's  can 
be  recognized  because  their  clothing 
differs  somewhat  from  American 
styles  and  they  usually  speak  un- 
familiar languages,  mostly  Russian. 
It  is  interesting  to  watch  their 
children  as  they  converse  in  Russian 
and  play  with  shiny  American  toys 
provided  by  thoughtful  churches. 

Some  of  these  people  are  highly 
educated;  some  are  artists  of  no 
mean  ability.  On  June  10  a  classical 
concert  was  presented  by  Bozidar 
Ristic,  violoncellist  from  Yugoslavia, 
and  Sergei  Rozdestvensky,  pianist 
from  Estonia.  Mrs.  Ed  Crill  of  the 
center  and  Prof.  Philip  Royer  of 
Western  Maryland  College,  West- 
minster, Md.,  assisted. 

Margarita  Gretschanyi,  an  eight- 
een-year-old Russian  girl  who 
speaks  English  very  fluently,  has 
been  interpreting  for  the  resettle- 
ment office  during  the  absence  of 
Mrs.  Balodis. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


IMPROVING   OUR  SUNDAY   SCHOOL 


Cast 

Mrs.  A 
Mrs.  B 
Mrs.  C 
Mrs.  D 
Mrs.  E 
Gail 
Marilyn 

Scene  One 

Marilyn  (enters,  finds  Gail  reading). 
What  are  you  doing,  Gail,  studying 
your  Sunday-school  lesson  for  to- 
morrow? 

Gail.  No,  I'm  going  to  my  grand- 
mother's if  Mama  will  let  me  miss 
Sunday  school.  I  don't  like  Sunday 
school  much  any  more. 

Marilyn.  Why,  Gail!  That's  awful 
to  say!  We  are  supposed  to  go 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  To  tell 
the  truth,  I  don't  like  it  either,  but 
Mama  makes  me  go.  My  little 
brother  Tommy  doesn't  like  to  go, 
'cause  the  teacher  tells  them  such 
scary  stories. 

Gail.  Scary?  Why  doesn't  she  tell  the 
Bible  stories?  That's  what  we're 
supposed  to  have  in  Sunday  school. 

Marilyn.  Yes,  but  the  one  about 
Abraham  putting  his  little  son  on 
that  pile  of  wood  to  burn  him 
scared  Tommy  and  he  cried  and 
talked  about  it  for  days.  And 
where  David  killed  the  giant,  and 
all  those  stories  about  wars  and 
killing  people.  Mama  says  Tommy 
is  sensitive,  and  things  like  that 
worry  him  too  much. 

Gail.  Pshaw!  My  brother  loves  that 
kind.  After  we've  had  a  lesson  like 
that,  he  plays  he's  David,  and  gets 
a  slingshot,  and  when  he  hears 
war  stories  he's  always  playing 
soldier  and  playing  that  he's  kill- 
ing people.  His  teacher  makes  it 
sound  interesting  and  right.  But  I 
don't  like  them,  and  I  don't  like 
being  in  that  class.  It's  primary, 
and  I'm  old  enough  to  be  in  the 
junior  class. 

Marilyn.  Then  why  don't  you  go  in 
the  junior  class? 

Gail.  We  haven't  enough  teachers; 
so  since  there  are  so  many  more 
of  the  primaries  than  the  junior 
age,  we  all  go  in  the  same  class. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


A  Play 

Mrs.  Nell  Barlow 

This  play  was  written  for  pres- 
entation at  a  Tennessee  district 
children's  work  conference.  It  was 
received  so  well  thai  it  was  also 
given  later  in  several  of  the  churches 
of  the  district.  Could  this  story  have 
happened   in   your    Sunday    school? 

Marilyn.  Well,  isn't  that  funny?  At 
our  Sunday  school  we  haven't 
many  primaries,  and  so  they  all 
go  in  with  the  juniors.  Mama  says 
it's  much  too  advanced  for  them, 
if  they  have  the  lesson  as  it  is 
supposed  to  be.  I  guess  that  is  the 
reason  the  teacher  tells  all  those 
stories — so  the  little  ones  will  be 
interested. 

Gail.  I  wish  I  could  go  to  the  Sun- 
day school  where  one  of  my 
schoolmates  goes.  She  says  they 
have  such  good  times  in  class,  and 
their  teacher  doesn't  tell  scary 
stories,  but  tells  them  beautiful 
stories  about  Jesus.  I  like  stories 
about  Jesus. 

Marilyn.  Why  don't  you  go  there? 
It  isn't  far,  is  it? 

Gail.  No,  but  that  isn't  our  church. 
We  have  to  go  to  our  own  church 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  But 
when  I  grow  up,  I  may  not  belong 
to  this  church  after  all,  if  I  still 
think  the  other  is  better.  — But 
let's  go  and  play  now.   (Exit) 

Enter  Mrs.  A  (mother  of  Gail). 
Well!  If  that  wasn't  something! 
Those  children  discussing  their 
churches  just  like  grownups.  I 
couldn't  help  hearing,  but  of 
course  they  didn't  know  I  was 
listening.  And  the  things  that  Gail 
said!  I'm  amazed!  I  wonder  if 
there  is  anything  we  could  do  to 
make  the  Sunday  school  more  at- 
tractive to  her.  I  guess  it  does 
hurt  her  pride  to  have  to  sit  in 
class  with  a  lot  of  small  children, 
when  she  is  capable  of  under- 
Standing  and  learning  much  deep- 
er things.  I  think  I'll  speak  to  our 
superintendent  about  it.  But  real- 
ly, he  takes  so  little  interest  in  the 
children — he  will  probably  laugh 


it  off,  just  as  a  childish  whim.  But 
I  wonder  .  .  (muses)  .  .  I  know 
what  I'm  going  to  do.  I'm  going  to 
get  on  the  telephone  and  ask  all 
the  mothers  of  the  children  and 
young  people  over  here  for  a  little 
while  this  afternoon,  and  we'll  dis- 
cuss this.  The  idea  of  my  daughter 
getting  notions  in  her  head  about 
joining  some  church  other  than  our 
church!  But  I  can  see  how  she 
feels,  although  I  really  hadn't 
thought  much  about  all  this  be- 
fore. I'll  start  calling  right  now. 
(Exit) 

Scene  Two 

Mrs.  A  (placing  chairs).  There!  I 
hope  they  come  pretty  soon.  The 
more  I  think  about  plans  for  im- 
proving our  Sunday  school,  the 
more  eager  I  get.  Ah!  Here  they 
come  now. 

Enter  Mrs.  B,  Mrs.  C,  Mrs.  D  and 

Mrs.  E.    Greetings  and  seating. 

Mrs.  B.  Now,  Mrs.  A,  what's  on  your 
mind?  I'm  all  jittery  with  ex- 
citement. You  said  we  needed  to 
discuss  something  important. 

Mrs.  C.  Yes  tell  us.  Something  about 
to  happen  in  our  women's  club  or 
the  P.T.A?  Some  plans  for  mak- 
ing money  I  guess,  for  we  need  it 
in  both  of  them. 

Mrs.  A.  No,  neither  of  those.  This  is 
far  more  important.  It's  our  Sun- 
day school. 

Mrs.  C,  Mrs.  D  and  Mrs.  E  (in  uni- 
son).  Sunday  school? 

Mrs.  D.  What's  wrong  there?  It's 
true  I  don't  go  much,  but  I  send 
my  two  children. 

Mrs.  E.  So  do  I.  But  they  aren't 
much  interested  in  going.  I  can't 
say  that  I  blame  them,  for  it's  get- 
ting to  be  such  a  drag.  The  super- 
intendent is  nearly  always  late, 
and  he  honestly  doesn't  do  a  thing 
but  read  the  opening  Scripture. 
He  doesn't  encourage  the  attend- 
ance of  either  the  teachers  or  the 
pupils  and  doesn't  even  try  to 
make  a  visitor  feel  welcome.  I  for 
one  think  we  should  elect  a  new 
superintendent  —  one  that  will 
show  some  interest. 

Mrs.  D.  I  have  never  felt  that  he 
was  the  person  for  that  place  any- 
way. He  places  too  much  emphasis 


on  ritual,  and  doesn't  have  enough 
interest  in  the  spiritual  side  of  it. 

Mrs.  B.  And  he  doesn't  take  much 
interest  in  the  children. 

Mrs.  C.  No,  I've  noticed  that.  And, 
after  all,  we  wouldn't  need  Sunday 
schools  if  it  weren't  for  teaching 
our  children. 

Mrs.  A.  I'm  so  glad  that  more  em- 
phasis is  being  placed  on  children's 
work  nowadays.  People  are  real- 
izing more  and  more  that  our 
children  are  our  hope  of  tomor- 
row, and  we  should  begin  teaching 
them  the  right  way  of  life  while 
they  are  young  and  impression- 
able. 

Mrs.  E.  Well,  what  will  we  do? 
Elect  a  new  superintendent?  You 
know  it  is  almost  the  end  of  our 
fiscal  year. 

Mrs.  B.  Well,  I  think  we  need  some 
different  teachers  too.  Susie's 
teacher  is  nearly  always  late,  and 
the  children  romp  and  even  quar- 
rel in  the  classroom  while  they're 
waiting  for  her.  And  then  so  many 
times  she  just  admits  that  she 
hasn't  had  time  to  study  the  lesson 
herself;  so  of  course  she  can't 
teach  them  very  well. 

Mrs.  C.  I'm  very  much  pleased  with 
the  way  my  little  Dorothy's  teach- 
er handles  her  class.  She  is  very 
efficient  and  the  children  all  love 
her.  But  she  so  often  stays  away 
and  the  substitute  takes  her  place, 
and  for  that  reason  Dorothy  gets 
discouraged.  She  so  often  wants  to 
stay  at  home  because  she's  afraid 
Miss  Martha  won't  be  there.  She's 
a  wonderful  teacher  but  she 
doesn't  realize  the  effect  it  has  on 
the  children  when  she  isn't  there, 
to  take  her  place  on  Sunday.  I 
just  wish  we  could  get  her  more 
interested  and  make  her  feel  the 
responsibility  of  her  place  in  the 
Sunday  school. 

Mrs.  A.  Well,  since  overhearing  a 
conversation  between  my  little 
girl  and  her  little  friend,  I  have 
really  been  doing  some  thinking. 
Maybe  that  is  one  if  the  weak  spots 
in  our  Sunday  school  setup.  We 
mothers  take  things  too  much  for 
granted,  and  are  not  on  the  ground 
to  see  how  our  children  are  pro- 
gressing and  just  what  is  being 
taught  them.  These  children  are 
likely  to  grow  away  from  the 
church  unless  we  do  something 
about  all  the  things  that  tend  to 
make  them  dissatisfied. 

Mrs.  E.  Then  what  do  you  suggest — 
a  new  superintendent,  and  a  new 
setup  of  teachers? 

Mrs.  D.  Margaret  certainly  is  set  on 
having  a  new  superintendent.  Are 
you  and  Bro.  Smith  on  the  outs? 
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Mrs.  E.  Oh,  I  like  him  well  enough 
and  I  think  he  is  a  good  man,  but 
a  change  might  help. 

Mrs.  B.  But  where  could  we  get 
teachers?  If  we  take  many  more 
out  of  our  adult  class,  we  won't 
have  a  sufficient  number  to  call  it 
a  class. 

Mrs.  C.  We  shouldn't  let  that  bother 
us,  for  after  all  the  children  are 
more  important  than  the  grown- 
ups, and  we  should  think  of  them 
first.  But,  Mrs.  A,  do  you  really 
♦  think  we  should  change  superin- 
tendents? 

Mrs.  A.  Oh,  no.  I  really  think  Bro. 
Smith  is  a  good  man  and  a  very 
conscientious  Christian.  I  think  he 
would  make  an  excellent  superin- 
tendent if  he  were  shown  in  some 
tactful  manner  where  he  falls 
short.  He  loves  children  but  he 
was  brought  up  in  the  old  way  of 
thinking  that  children  should  be 
seen  and  not  heard,  and  he  has 
never  gone  far  enough  in  his 
thinking  on  that  subject  to  give 
them  the  consideration  that  they 
should  have. 

Mrs.  C.  Well,  what  about  teachers? 
Do  you  think  we  should  change 
all  of  them? 

Mrs.  A.  No-o!  Not  all — maybe  not 
any,  but  just  elect  some  more.  We 
need  more  classes — and  then  edu- 
cate the  ones  we  already  have  to 
the  seriousness  of  their  job.  I 
think  all  they  need  is  some  real 
training  on  how  to  understand 
children,  and  what  they  should  be 
taught  according  to  age. 

Mrs.  D.  How  will  we  do  that?  Who 
is  going  to  teach  them?  Wouldn't 
they  resent  being  criticized,  and 
having  someone  in  the  local  group 
telling  them  what  to  do?  I  don't 
believe  even  the  pastor  should  do 
that. 

Mrs.  A.  No,  I  guess  we  shouldn't  do 
it  that  way.    Why  not  call  a  con- 


ference of  Sunday-school  chil- 
dren's workers  and  get  our  district 
director  to  meet  with  us?  She  can 
tell  us  more  about  those  graded 
lessons  she  has  been  urging  us  to 
use.  I,  for  one,  think  we  should  get 
them  soon,  but  I  think  the  teachers 
should  be  taught  to  use  them  in- 
telligently. I  know  of  several 
schools  that  are  using  them,  and 
the  children  and  even  their  teach- 
ers get  far  more  out  of  their  Sun- 
day school  than  they  did  before. 

Mrs.  D.  Well,  I'm  for  anything  that 
will  improve  our  Sunday  school 
and  church  in  any  way.  We  cer- 
tainly do  not  want  our  children 
drifting  away  into  our  churches, 
just  because  our  own  program  is 
dry  and  uninteresting.  I  suggest 
that  we  do  as  Mrs.  A  says  and  get 
in  touch  with  the  district  director 
at  once  and  see  what  we  can  do. 

All  (rising).  Fine.  That's  a  good 
idea. 

Mrs.  B.  We  must  go  home  now,  but 
let's  all  be  thinking  and  praying 
about  all  this.  After  all,  we  moth- 
ers play  a  large  part  in  the  sort  of 
Sunday  schools  our  children  have 
— or  at  least  we  should. 

Mrs.  A.  It  has  been  nice  to  have  all 
of  you  here  this  afternoon,  and  I 
feel  sure  something  good  is  going 
to  come  out  of  this  little  discussion. 
I'll  write  to  our  district  director  at 
once,  and  I'm  sure  she'll  be  on 
hand  to  help  us.  Good-by,  now. 
All  exit. 

Scene  Three 

Six  months  later 
Gail   and  Marilyn   enter  and  sit, 
each  holding  a  Bible  and  Sunday- 
school  material. 

Gail.     Oh,    Marilyn,    I    wish    you'd 
come  with  me  to  my  Sunday  school 
Continued   on   page   25 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


A  M 


an 


of  God 


Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  conferred  upon 
Govindji  Satvedi.  an  elder  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  India,  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  We  print 
here  the  citation  as  read  by  Anna  B.  Mow, 
former  missionary  to  India  and  present 
member  of  the  Bethany  faculty 


GOVINDJI  KHENGAR 
SATVEDI,  a  minister  and  one 
of  the  two  Indian  elders  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  fulfills 
Bethany's  motto  prayer  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest  for  laborers.  He  is 
both  a  product  of  the  missionary 
movement  and  an  authentic  pro- 
phetic voice  to  the  Christian  church. 

Brother  Satvedi  has  been  impelled 
always  by  a  great  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge. His  academic  years  in  the 
Presbyterian  College  of  Ahmedahad 
and  our  Bulsar  Bible  school  did  not 
conclude  his  education,  for  he  con- 
tinued his  search  for  truth  with 
unabated  interest  and  discipline.  He 
has  made  every  phase  of  his  service 
an  opportunity  for  more  preparation. 

For  forty-five  years  Bro.  Satvedi 
has  served  the  church  in  undeviating 
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devotion  to  God.  For  seven  years 
he  was  a  teacher  or  principal  of 
primary  schools.  For  twenty-five 
years  he  taught  in  Bible  school.  Five 
of  these  years  he  was  a  valued  pro- 
fessor in  the  Gujarati  United  School 
of  Theology  in  Baroda.  At  present 
he  is  principal  and  teacher  of  our 
Bulsar  Bible  school.  For  many  years 
he  served  as  editor  of  the  Church 
Monthly,  as  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Literature  committee  and  of  the 
Bible  Revision  Committee. 

As  fruit  of  his  research  he  is  the 
author  of  ten  published  books  and 
many  pamphlets  on  the  church, 
home,  life  of  Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  pastor's  message  and  work,  and 
other  subjects. 

Bro.  Satvedi  has  been  a  pastor 
who  truly  ministered.  At  all  times 
he  has  been  an  evangelist.  The 
three  hundred  people   he  has   bap- 


tized are  only  few  among  those  who 
look  to  him  for  spiritual  guidance. 

His  leadership  has  been  recognized 
in  the  chairmanship  of  district 
meetings  and  in  all  ecumenical 
councils  of  western  India. 

Bro.  Satvedi  is  a  man  of  God,  full 
of  wisdom,  grace  and  power  as 
evidenced  in  his  life  and  habits,  in 
his  service  as  teacher,  pastor  and 
evangelist,  in  his  scholarly  inter- 
pretation of  the  faith  through  his 
preaching  and  writing,  and  in  his 
administrative  ability  in  church 
councils  of  all  kinds.  I  count  it  most 
fitting  on  this  fiftieth  day,  the  Day 
of  Pentecost,  1950  that  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  should  confer 
upon  this  scholarly  man  of  God  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity.  I,  therefore,  Mr.  President, 
gladly  cite  Bro.  Govindji  Khengar 
Satvedi  for  that  honor. 


We  Sang  to  the  Gods! 

Andrew  Holderreed 

Sunnyside,  Washington 

DURING  our  spring  young  peo- 
ple's retreat  in  Tzechung,  we 
decided  to  hike  out  to  a 
famous  grotto  east  of  town.  This 
grotto  figures  in  ancient  religious 
lore  and  is  known  as  the  Cave  of 
Five  Hundred  Buddhas.  After  the 
invigorating  hike  through  tangerine 


groves,  along  bamboo-skirted  paths, 
and  finally  through  the  various 
courts  of  the  temple,  about  a 
hundred  of  us  gathered  in  the 
grotto.  We  did  not  count  the 
Buddhas,  but  a  quick  estimate  as- 
sured us  that  the  title  was  not 
greatly  in  error.  Set  deep  in  a  little 
valley,  this  shrine  provided  a  perfect 
place  for  meditation  and  thought — 
cool  and  undisturbed  by  crowds. 

For   our   retreat   program    of   the 
afternoon,  we  sat  on  the  prayer-mats 


of  the  priests,  arranged  in  a  large 
circle  before  the  pantheon  of  gods. 
We  then  sang,  among  other  songs, 
O  Happy  Day,  That  Fixed  My 
Choice.  What  a  thrill  ran  through 
me  as  we  sang  these  great  Christian 
hymns  in  the  presence  of  these  idols. 
Above  all  else,  of  course,  we  sang 
praises,  not  for  mortal  ears  nor  for 
the  edification  of  mud-gods,  but  to 
the  eternal  living  Lord  of  us  all, 
known  to  us  best  in  the  person  and 
life  of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


HOME  influence  was  such  that  in 
early  life  I  came  to  feel  the 
most  important  people  in  the 
world  were  ministers.  The  first 
•congregational  issue  I  can  remember 
in  which  I  had  an  active  concern 
was  the  change  from  the  lay  to 
,  the  professional  ministry  in  the  home 
church.  Attendance  at  the  first 
young  people's  camp  in  the  South- 
eastern Region  impressed  upon  me 
the  fact  that  work  in  the  field  of 
religion  was  both  important  and 
interesting.  These  and  other  factors 
conspired  to  lead  me  to  consecrate 
my  life  to  some  kind  of  Christian 
service  in  a  professional  way. 

I  am  not  sure  I  definitely  chose 
the  parish  ministry  in  the  beginning. 
If  there  was  any  inclination  on  my 
part  toward  any  special  type  of 
Christian  service  it  was  in  the  field 
of  religious  education.  A  college 
teacher  in  that  field  and  a  com- 
mencement speaker  at  the  college 
gave  me  that  bent  in  a  day  when 
religious  education  was  coming  into 
its  own.  This  inclination  was  fol- 
lowed even  in  graduate  school, 
influenced  my  choice  of  a  major  field 
of  study  and  for  a  while  caused  me 
to  consider  a  tentative  offer  in  the 
teaching  field. 

As  I  look  back  three  things 
seemed  to  have  guided  me  into  the 
parish  ministry:  (1)  the  desire  to 
invest  my  life  in  some  kind  of 
Christian  service  in  a  professional 
way;  (2)  the  open  doors  of  oppor- 
tunity which  came  my  way;  (3)  a 
sort  of  nebulous  feeling  when  differ- 
ent opportunities  came  that  they 
were  not  for  me.  I  could  never  bring 
myself  to  accept  anything  else. 


DeWitt  L.  Miller 

Pastor,     Washington     City     Church 


After  almost  nineteen  years  in  the 
parish  ministry  I  am  more  convinced 
than  ever  before  that  up  to  now  my 
choice  has  been  the  right  one.  My 
ministry  has  been  blessed  far  more 
than  I  feel  I  deserve  and  it  has  been 
a  real  joy  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 
It  would  be  presumptuous  for  me  to 
say  that  I  will  always  feel  the  same. 
I  want  my  life  to  be  used  for  the 
greatest  possible  good  of  humanity 
and  the  cause  of  the  kingdom.  If 
in  the  future  God  can  use  me  better 
elsewhere,  I  pray  I  may  have  the 
willingness  to  go  wherever  and 
whenever  he  wants  me  to  go,  to  do 
whatever  he  wants  me  to  do. 

In  the  contemplation  and  thought 
of  the  study,  in  the  preaching  and 
pastoral  ministries,  in  the  planning 
and  administering  of  the  church's 
program,  in  the  close  intimate  fel- 
lowship of  people,  and  in  the  work 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  at  its  grass 
roots    I    have    found    a    satisfaction 


and  a  joy  that  I  believe  I  could  not 
have  found  in  anything  else.  In 
addition,  there  are  the  professional 
contacts  with  the  choice  spirits  of 
this  generation  and  the  opportunity 
to  work  in  the  closest  possible  co- 
operation with  the  choicest  spirit 
of  all  who  has  been  willing  to  share 
life,  all  of  its  ups  and  downs  with 
me. 

If  a  minister  is  to  live  with  himself 
without  being  ashamed  he  will  find 
that  he  has  to  work  hard  and  put 
in  long  hours.  Even  then  he  will 
never  be  completely  satisfied  nor 
will  his  work  ever  be  done.  If  he 
tries  to  be  a  devoted  follower  of  his 
Master  by  constantly  pushing  to- 
ward the  growing,  developing  edges 
of  the  kingdom's  work  in  the  world 
he  will  be  misunderstood  and 
criticized.  His  temptations  are  of 
the  subtlest  kind  and  only  the 
severest  self-examination  and  strict- 
est personal  discipline  will  suffice  to 
keep  him  serving  in  a  completely 
selfless  and  objective  manner.  Of 
necessity  the  road  will  often  be  a 
lonely  one  and  always  he  must  keep 
the  goal  clearly  in  sight  and  press 
on,  looking  neither  to  the  right  nor 
to  the  left.  It  is  many  times  very 
unglamorous  and  it  is  never  easy. 
At  the  same  time  there  are  rewards 
that  I  do  not  believe  can  be  found 
in  any  other  work. 

Could  I  stand  again  by  a  telephone 
pole  on  the  college  campus  and  have 
Bob  Zigler  put  the  proposition  to 
me  again  as  he  did  almost  a  full 
generation  ago  I  am  sure  I  would 
choose  the  parish  ministry  again. 
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The  fact  that  Christian  young 
people  assembled  before  these  idols 
to  discuss  Christ  did  not  hinder  the 
conversations  one  bit.  This  is  men- 
tioned just  to  show  that  the  young 
people  have  little  concern  for, 
interest  in,  or  confidence  in  these  old 
gods  of  the  land.  In  the  great  suf- 
fering of  the  Sino-Japanese  war  and 
the  further  calamity  of  the  civil  war 
then  sweeping  their  land,  they  saw 
the  futility  and  the  impotence  of 
their  inherited  religions  and  dark 
superstitions.    They   were   eager   to 


learn  more  of  Christ.  Their  ques- 
tions were  keen  and  often  not  easy 
to  answer — especially  for  the  novice 
in  the  Chinese  tongue.  But  we  had 
a  refreshing  period,  exploring  these 
problems  and  questions  of  sin,  good, 
human  freedom  and  God's  redemp- 
tive plan  for  mankind. 

What  a  memorable  afternoon! 
Through  prayer  and  discussion  we 
sought  the  wisdom  of  God  for  the 
needs  of  our  individual  lives.  With 
joyous  words  of  Christian  testimony, 
we  sang  to  the  gods! 


Dr.  Bosler  Honored 
by  the  King  of  England 


H.  Stover  Kulp 

Garkida,  Nigeria 


ON  JUNE  9,  1950,  Dr.  Bosler,  the 
medical  superintendent  of  our 
leprosarium  at  Garkida,  re- 
ceived the  following  telegram  from 
Sir  John  Macpherson,  governor  of 
Nigeria: 

To  Howard  A.  Bosler,  O.B.E., 
care  Resident,  Adamawa: 

Sincere  congratulations  on  honor 
conferred  on  you  by  His  Majesty  the 


King. 


(signed)  Governor 


The  acting  resident  of  Adamawa 
Province,  who  forwarded  the  tele- 
gram from  Yola,  the  provincial 
capital,  sent  the  following  letter: 

The  Residency, 
Yola, 

June  9,   1950 
Dear  Dr.  Bosler: 

I  send  herewith  a  telegram  from 
His  Excellency  which  arrived  for 
you  yesterday. 

May  I  say  how  extremely  pleased 
I  am,  and,  in  fact,  all  of  us  in  Yola 
are,  that  your  Mission's  magnificent 
work  for  lepers  has  been  recognized 
in  this  way.  It  is  an  honor  most 
richly  deserved. 

My  most  sincere  congratulations. 
Yours  very  sincerely, 
P.  V.  Pegg. 

In  the  United  States,  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  colleges  and  universities 
to  grant  honorary  degrees  to  those 
who  have  rendered  a  significant 
service  in  some  special  field  of 
endeavor.  The  British  have  another 
way.  On  New  Year's  Day,  and  on 
the  king's  birthday,  June  8,  a  special 
honor    list    is    prepared    of   persons 


who,  throughout  the  Empire,  have 
rendered  some  signal  service,  or  who 
are  doing  a  significant  piece  of  work. 
This  list  is  presented  to  the  king, 
who  confers  the  various  honors  that 
are  indicated.  The  O.B.E.,  Order  of 
the  British  Empire,  is  one  of  the 
higher  honors  granted. 

Characteristically,  Dr.  Bosler,  in 
accepting  this  honor,  has  given 
credit  to  Mrs.  Bosler,  his  missionary 
and  African  colleagues  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  work  for  which 
this  recognition  is  given.  The  work 
at  Garkida  for  people  suffering  from 
leprosy  has  always  had  a  heart- 
warming appeal  to  our  churches  in 
America.  We  know  that  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  the  Brethren 
Church,   and   also   the   wider   group 
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who  support  the  work  at  Garkida 
through  the  American  Missions  to 
Lepers  will  join  Dr.  Bosler's  friends 
in  Africa  in  most  sincere  congratula- 
tions on  receiving  this  honor  from 
the  king  of  England. 

On  June  10,  after  a  tea  in  his 
honor,  we  drove  Dr.  Bosler  in  an 
open  car  to  the  leprosarium  to  re- 
ceive the  congratulations  of  the 
patients.  Fifteen  hundred  of  them 
lined  both  sides  of  the  road.  The 
ex-soldiers,  now  colony  police  in  red 
uniform,  cleared  the  way,  followed 
by  some  forty  members  of  the  boys' 
brigade  in  uniform.  The  car  slowly 
followed.  Suddenly  we  were  sur- 
rounded by  a  sea  of  faces,  as  the 
happy  group  cheered  their  doctor. 
There  was  a  respectful  silence  as 
they  were  told  briefly  of  the  honor 
which  had  come  to  their  friend.  This 
statement  closed  with  "may  God 
bless  him."  The  spontaneous  and 
reverent  "amen"  which  came  from 
those  fifteen  hundred  hearts  was 
worth  more  than  any  king's  honor. 
Then  a  touching  thing  happened.  In 
a  passageway  between  two  lines  of 
the  boys'  brigade,  there  walked  up 
to  the  car  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  colony,  Palgar.  He  had  been 
admitted  to  the  colony  by  Dr. 
Robertson  and  was  its  first  chief.  He 
gave  his  personal  congratulations. 
How  the  African  and  the  Orientals 
excel  us  Westerners  in  making 
fitting  speeches  for  such  occasions! 

May  God  bless  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Bosler  and  the  work  for  which  they 
have  devoted  so  many  years  of  their 
lives. 

•      •      • 

More  than  one  hundred  mission- 
aries, soon  io  enter  foreign  fields  for 
the  first  lime,  attended  the  outgoing 
missionary  conference  at  the  Hart- 
ford Seminary  Foundation.  They 
represent  fourteen  denominations 
and  will  go  to  twenty-one  different 
countries. 
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The  church  at  the  leper  colony  where  Dr.  Bosler  serves 


Improving  Our  Sunday 
School 

Continued  from  page  21 

this  morning.  We  have  the  grand- 
est time  in  our  class  and  our  teach- 
er is  so  sweet.  She  gives  us  such 
interesting  things  to  do.  We've 
learned  so  many  things  about  the 
Bible,  and  now  we're  learning  how 
to  read  our  Bibles,  how  to  find  the 
verse  we  want,  and  everything. 
It's  so  interesting! 

Marilyn.  But  you  said  you  didn't 
enjoy  your  class.  You  told  me  you 
had  to  go  in  with  the  primaries 
every  Sunday. 

Gail.  Oh,  that  was  six  months  ago. 
We've  changed  all  that  now.  We 
have  the  new  closely  graded  les- 
sons, and  that  puts  us  all  in  the  age 
groups  where  we  really  belong. 
We  don't  have  so  many  in  class, 
but  it's  lots  more  interesting  any- 
way. All  the  teachers  are  so  much 
better  than  they  used  to  be.  My 
little  brother  likes  making  things 
in  class  even  better  than  he  did 
all  those  scary  stories  the  teacher 
used  to  tell  them. 

Marilyn.  Doesn't  she  tell  them  any 
stories  any  more? 

Gail.  Yes,  but  different  from  the 
ones  I  told  you  about.  She  tells 
them  about  Jesus  and  his  love  for 
everyone,  and  how  he  healed  the 
sick  and  did  all  those  wonderful 
things  when  he  was  here  on  earth. 
And  Johnny  isn't  nearly  so  selfish 
any  more.  She  teaches  them  how 
they  must  share  their  toys  with 
their  friends  and  how  they  must 
love  each  other.  Oh,  Johnny  is 
crazy  about  Sunday  school  now. 

Marilyn.  Oh,  I  see.  He  doesn't  have 
the  same  teacher? 

Gail.  Yes,  the  very  same  one,  but 
after  she  went  to  that  workers' 
conference  she  was  a  better  teach- 
er. Mama  says  that  conference  was 
the  best  thing  that  ever  happened 
to  our  church.  Even  our  superin- 
tendent is  different.  He  didn't  pay 
any  attention  to  us  children  at 
first,  but  now  he  takes  us  in  his  car, 
and  gets  out  and  hunts  up  other 
children  to  get  in  Sunday-school. 
Why  our  Sunday  school  is  twice  as 
large  as  it  used  to  be,  and  we'll 
pretty  soon  have  to  have  some 
more  classrooms.  Come  on,  Mari- 
lyn, go  with  me  today,  won't  you? 
I'm  sure  you  will  enjoy  it. 

Marilyn.  No,  I'd  better  go  to  my  own 
church,  but  I'm  going  to  tell  Mama 
about  your  conference  and  that 
new  kind  of  lessons,  and  maybe 
we'll  get  them  for  our  Sunday 
school.    Good-by. 

The  end. 


Brotherhood  News  and  Views 


Ladies'  Aid 


This  picture  was  taken  after  the 
ladies  of  the  Surrey  church,  N. 
Dak.,  had  finished  eighteen  baby 
comforters  for  relief.  The  patches 
had  been  obtained  from  New 
Windsor,  and  the  twenty  members 
of  the  aid  gave  freely  of  their  time 
and  effort  so  that  these  covers  might 


About  Books 


be  sent  to  unfortunate  infants. 
Much  credit  for  the  finishing  of  the 
comforters  goes  to  the  women  pic- 
tured above.  They  are  (left  to 
right):  Mrs.  B.  Barnett,  Mrs.  Paul 
Burns,  Mabel  Rusk  and  Mrs.  Hobart 
Meyers.  —  Mrs.  John  Kauffman, 
Minot,  N.  Dak. 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


The  Community  and  Christian 
Education.  Tilford  T.  Swearingen. 
Bethany  Press,  1950.  159  pages. 
$2.00. 

This  book  is  the  carefully  written, 
expanded  report  of  the  Conference 
on  the  Community  and  Christian 
Education  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
in  December  1947.  Various  types  of 
communities  are  covered:  the  rural 
agricultural  community,  the  rural 
industrial  community,  the  county- 
seat  town,  the  small  city,  the  large 
city,  and  the  metropolitan  city. 
Ministers,  religious  educators,  and 
laymen  interested  in  the  effect  the 
community  has  upon  life  and  con- 
cerned about  the  church's  obliga- 
tions toward  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity will  find  this  little  book 
comprehensive  in  its  coverage  and 
very  helpful  in  the  suggestions  it 
offers.  Many  ideas  are  advanced 
which,  if  followed  out,  will  bring 
recognition  to  your  church  as  one  of 
the  vital  constructive  agencies  of 
your  community. — C.   Ernest  Davis. 

Room  for  One  More.  Anna  Per- 
rott  Rose.  Houghton  Mifflin,  1950. 
272  pages.   $2.75. 

When  Anna  Perrott  Rose  and 
her  husband  added  three  homeless 


children  to  their  family  of  three 
children,  their  friends  told  them 
they  were  crazy.  The  Roses  felt  that 
they  would  be  able  to  see  the  experi- 
ment through  successfully  and  pro- 
ceeded to  rear  the  six  children  into 
normal  adults  and  good  citizens. 
This  is  a  success  story  written  in  a 
frank  and  humorous  manner,  and 
should  hearten  any  parents  who  read 
it,  whether  they  are  rearing  their 
own  children  or  foster  children.  At 
a  few  places  the  language  is — shall 
we  say,  non-Brethren;  but  the 
general  tone  of  the  book  is  whole- 
some and  helpful. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Reading  the  Bible  at  Home.  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Askew.  Knox  Press,  1950.  Ill 
pages.  $1.50. 

Here  is  a  guide  for  children  as 
they  read  the  Bible  at  home.  This 
first  volume  in  a  proposed  series 
is  on  the  life  of  Jesus.  For  each 
Bible  reference  there  are  paragraphs 
to  be  read  before  and  after  the  Bible 
reading.  Questions  and  comments 
make  clear  the  meaning  of  difficult 
passages.  Parents  may  find  this 
helpful  in  teaching  religion  in  the 
home. — Hazel  Kennedy. 
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Purity   a  Birthright 

In  a  moment  of  weakness,  Esau 
yielded  to  fleshly  desire  and  sold 
his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage — 
to  satisfy  appetite.  Later  he  bitterly 
regretted  the  bargain  but  even  the 
deepest  remorse  could  not  restore  it 
(Heb.  12:  16-17). 

Purity  is  a  God-given  birthright 
that  all  have.  God  has  also  designed 
its  proper  keeping.  But  how  many 
sell  it  for  a  "mess  of  pottage"?  And 
as  with  Esau,  it  cannot  be  recovered, 
"though  sought  diligently  with 
tears."  What  uncounted  tears  have 
been  shed,  yea,  what  crimes  com- 
mitted, over  the  consequences  of 
trading  this  precious  heritage  to 
gratify  desire. 

Not  only  youth  but  people  of  all 
ages  commit  this  great  sin.  Fornica- 
tors and  adulterers  are  warned  and 
judged  throughout  the  Word  of  God 
from  the  fate  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  to  being  on  the  list  of 
those  in  Revelation  who  cannot 
enter  heaven  unless  repentant.  The 
Word  tells  much  of  the  sorrow,  woe 
and  destruction  that  immorality 
brings. 

The  example  of  Joseph  should  be 
a  challenge  to  all.  When  tempted 
seemingly  beyond  resistance,  he  said 
that  he  could  not  so  betray  the  trust 
placed  in  him  and  sin  against  God. 
Then  he  fled.  He  did  not  dally  with 
temptation.  He  kept  clean  even 
though  the  result  was  unjust  im- 
prisonment. How  different  is  this 
from  the  excusing,  even  justifying, 
of  such  sin  as  is  often  done  today. 
— Rebecca  Foutz,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Medical  Group  Meets  at  the  Grand 
Rapids  Conference 

On  June  18  a  called  meeting  of 
doctors,  nurses  and  other  medical 
workers  that  were  present  at  the 
Conference  was  held.  At  least  fifty 
persons  were  present.  After  pre- 
liminary discussion  it  was  decided  to 
effect  an  organization  of  the  group. 
Dr.  Homer  L.  Burke  of  Castafier, 
Puerto  Rico,  was  elected  president, 
Dr.  Vernon  Kinzie  of  Washington, 
vice-president  and  Kathryn  E.  Long, 
R.  N.,  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

It  was  decided  that  the  officers 
draw  up  for  the  organization  a  con- 
stitution to  be  presented  to  the 
group  at  the  Annual  Conference 
next  year. 

Some  possible  aims  and  purposes 
for  the  organization  were  then 
expressed:  (1)  to  encourage  more 
ethical  considerations  for  the  patient 


Readers  Write  .  .  . 


These  are  excerpts  from  letters  which  come  to  the  editor's  desk.   It  is  our  intention 
not  to  publish  anything  here  unless  permission  has  been  given  by  the  writer. 


One  of  the  features  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger which  I  always  read  with  interest 
is  Thinking  About  the  News.  That  section 
of  the  April  22  issue.  Why  People  Strike, 
was  one  of  the  finest.  You  are  to  be  com- 
mended for  your  courage;  it  must  take 
a  great  deal,  for  Brethren  for  years  have 
been  calloused  to  the  plight  of  the  laboring 
man  at  best,  and  often  hostile.  The  farm- 
ers see  the  price  of  their  produce  increased 
up  to  1,000%  from  the  time  they  sell  until 
it  reaches  the  consumers.  When  they  speak 
of  such  to  the  retailer,  invariably  these 
businessmen  will  say  that  the  big  increase 
is  due  to  the  high  cost  of  labor,  and  so 
farmers  become  antilabor,  and  link  labor 
unions  with  the  workings  of  the  devil. 

It  is  too  bad  that  the  church,  and  espe- 
cially the  Brethren,  has  never  ministered 
to  the  laboring  man,  who  probably  needs 
it  the  most. — Merlin  Clark,  Meridian,  Ida- 
ho. 

I  was  quite  interested  in  reading  in  the 
April  22  number  under  the  heading, 
Thinking  About  the  News,  Why  People 
Strike,  and  in  the  main  I  agree  with  your 
presentation;  however,  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  article  where  you  state:  "A 
glance  at  the  profit  sheets  of  big  business 
reveals  at  least  some  reasons  why  indus- 
trial workers  strike.  Here  are  some  profits 
stated  in  millions  of  dollars."  Then  you 
proceed  to  list  a  number  of  corporations 
or  organizations  showing  the  net  profits 
after  taxes  in  1939  and  also  in  1949,  and  to 
the  casual  observer  there  is  a  vast  increase 
in  the  profits  between  1939  and  1949.  How- 
ever, I  would  like  to  point  out  a  listing 
such  as  you  have  given  does  not  represent 
a  true  picture  of  the  return  in  profits  on 
investments  between  these  two  dates.  In 
other  words,  while  in  total  number  of  dol- 
lars any  one  of  these  organizations  may 
have  made  many  more  millions  in  1949 
than  they  did  in  1939  but  still  the  amount 
of  invested  capital  in  this  organization 
might  not  have  any  greater  or  even  as 
great  an  earning  power  per  dollar  of  in- 
vestment in  1949  as  it  did  in  1939.  For 
further  explanation  of  what  I  mean,  the 
'  Allis  Chalmers  Company  is  many  times 
larger  in  plants  and  equipment  in  1949 
than  it  was  in  1939 — and  this  probably  ap- 
plies to  all  of  these  organizations,  and, 
consequently,  would  of  necessity  have  to 
make  a  much  greater  profit  in  1949,  if  you 
are  just  figuring  a  lump  sum  of  profits 
received  in  this  year  over  1939,  in  order 
to  show  the  stockholders  a  reasonable 
dividend.— Floyd  A.  Yearout,  Fresno,  Calif. 

It  is  true  that  the  publication  of  large 
present-day  earnings  irritates  the  workers 
and  such  does  form  the  backdrop  for  the 
strikes  which  we  have  now.  However,  in 
reading  the  article  I  failed  to  find  mention 
of  the  stockholders  and  it  seems  these  days 
an  all  too  prevalent  attitude  to  disregard 
them,  making  them  either  the  goats  or  the 
forgotten  men  and  women.  Actually,  some 
distinction  should  be  made  between  the 
managers  and  the  stockholders,  for  there 
are  many,  many  stockholders  who  have 
nothing  to  do  with  managing  these  corpo- 
rations and  they  have  merely  invested 
hard-earned  money  in  one  of  the  corpora- 
tions which  they  think  may  give  them 
some  reasonable  return  on  their  money. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  so- 
called  managers  who  have  never  invested 


a  penny  in  the  corporations  which  employ 
them  and  yet  they  reap  large  salaries,  set 
up  big  insurance,  pension  and  other  bene- 
fits for  themselves — all  this  at  the  expense 
of  the  stockholders.  I  say  this  is  definitely 
at  the  expense  of  the  stockholders  rather 
than  labor,  for  certainly  labor  with  its  in- 
creased wages  has  fared  well,  especially 
considering  the  fact  that  many  have  never 
invested  a  penny  in  the  corporations  for 
which  they  work.  With  all  fairness  to 
labor  and  human  values,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  shareholders  should  be  the  next 
in  line  to  receive  some  consideration,  for 
stock  ownership  also  in  many  cases  repre- 
sents human  toil. 

Believe  me,  I  do  not  send  you  this  to  be 
ultracritical;  actually,  your  article  caused 
me  to  give  some  thought  to  the  ramifica- 
tions therein  presented.  However,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  we  should  have  the  whole 
picture  on  this,  as  we  have  been  having 
one  side  of  the  story  too  much  of  the  time. 
It  is  high  time  that  we  recognize  that  gen- 
erally speaking  the  small  investor  is  a  spe- 
cies separate  and  apart  from  the  manage- 
ment, even  though  there  may  be  some 
overlapping. — Attorney  Eldon  M.  Wright, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Your  editorial,  Why  People  Strike,  was 
very  good  and  much  needed.  Most  papers 
speak  for  one  side  only — owner,  employers. 
I'm  very  glad  for  the  other  side.  I  just 
had  to  tell  you. — Foster  M.  Bittinger,  Port 
Republic,  Va. 

The  Tenth  Commandment  says,  "Thou 
shalt  not  covet." 

Now,  when  people  are  enjoying  greater 
prosperity  and  blessings  than  ever  before, 
they  want  the  company  they  work  for  to 
be  their  guardian  all  the  days  of  their 
lives.  Give  them  a  car  and  gas  to  run  it. 
Pay  them  from  the  time  they  leave  home 
until  they  arrive  back  home  again  after 
work.  Pay  their  doctor  and  hospital  bills, 
vacation  and  sick  leave,  old-age  pension. 
All  they  need  to  do  is  work  a  few  hours 
through  the  day.  No  care,  no  worry,  no 
responsibility  whatever. 

The  Bible  says,  "When  I  was  a  child,  I 
spoke  as  a  child  .  .  .  but  when  I  became 
a  man  I  put  away  childish  things  (1  Cor. 
13:11). 

When  a  person  becomes  a  man,  he  is  to 
assume  his  share  of  responsibility,  not  act 
like  a  child  and  force  someone  else  to  car- 
ry his  responsibilities. 

Would  it  be  Christian  for  the  preachers 
to  strike?  Would  it  be  Christian  for  moth- 
ers to  strike  when  they  see  some  other 
women  have  better  clothes,  better  house- 
hold furniture  or  more  spending  money 
than  she  has? 

Would  it  be  Christian  for  farmers  to 
strike  because  the  middlemen  make  more 
profit  than  he  does  after  doing  all  the 
hard  and  dirty  work  to  produce  the  crop? 
He  could  store  up  enough  food  to  last  his 
family  a  long  time  and  let  others  go 
hungry. 

Would  it  be  Christian  for  druggists,  doc- 
tors and  nurses  to  go  on  strike  while  your 
loved  ones  die  for  lack  of  medical  care 
and  supplies? 

Our  country  became  great  and  prosper- 
ous because  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work 
but  strikes  can  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  eggs. — Mrs.  Arthur  Brewer,  Brad- 
ford, Ohio. 
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in  the  practice  of  medicine;  (2)  to 
help  ministers  and  doctors  become 
more  co-operative  in  their  approach 
to  the  patient;  (3)  to  help  youth 
have  greater  interest  in  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  medical  profession;  (4)  to 
help  in  temperance  action;  (5)  to 
help     in     placement     of     Brethren 


medical  people  in  Brethren  com- 
munities and  in  other  com- 
munities that  need  medical  help 
with  special  emphasis  on  com- 
munities of  the  underprivileged;  (6) 
to  help  in  the  recruitment  of  per- 
sonnel for  mission  and  service  proj 
ects;     (7)    to   help   Brethren   to   be 
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informed  on  political  and  social 
aspects  of  the  practice  of  medicine. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  group  that 
it  would  be  interesting  and  beneficial 
to  have  a  registry  of  all  medical 
workers,  and  we  suggest  in  order  to 
make  this  possible  that  each  person 
send  a  penny  postal  card  to  Kathryn 
Long,  giving  name,  address,  tele- 
phone, age,  civil  status,  education 
and  qualifications,  present  place  of 
work  and  special  medical  interests. 

— Homer  L.  Burke,  Bremen,  Ind 

General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

The  World  Council  Can  Be  Known 
by  Its  Enemies 

Re-editing  the  old  adage  that  a 
man  shall  be  known  by  the  company 
he  keeps,  Dr.  Henry  Smith  Leiper, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  has  de- 
clared that  the  ecumenical  move- 
ment can  be  known  by  the  opposi- 
tion it  has  aroused. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  held  in  New  York  City, 
Dr.  Leiper  gave  a  gusty  description 
of  sundry  "enemies  of  ecumenicity": 

First,  the  nervous  conservatives 
who  take  fright  at  the  thoughts  that 
Christ  might  really  turn  the  world 
upside  down  through  a  new  vision 
of  what  is  involved  in  having  his 
will  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 

Second,  the  Moscow  Patriarchate 
and  those  influenced  by  it  in  this 
and  other  lands  who  see  the  funda- 
mental challenge  to  dictatorship,  the 
police  state  and  atheistic  communism 
which  this  movement  creates. 

Third,  the  over-eager  proponents 
of  immediate  merger  of  all  churches 
who  want  to  see  the  council  make 
itself  a  marriage  bureau  or  a  match- 
maker. These  friends  forget  that  the 
initiative  in  organic  union  must  come 
from  the  autonomous  bodies  which 
compose  the  council  to  which  they 
have  given  no  mandate  to  coerce 
them! 

Fourth,  the  demagogic  funda- 
mentalists who  seek  to  disrupt  any 
and  all  church  movements  which  do 
not  conform  to  their  own  rigid  pat- 
terns of  doctrine.  These  have  be- 
come increasingly  vocal  of  late  and 
have  disturbed  many  with  their 
incredible  misrepresentations  and 
brazen  self-assertion,  as  notably  at 
Bangkok. 

Fifth,  the  incurable  denomination- 
alists  who  view  even  the  movements 
for  ecumenical  fellowship  solely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  own 
group  interests  narrowly  conceived. 


Devise  Formula  for  Labor  Peace 

In  Pittsburgh  some  time  ago  rep- 
resentatives of  the  A.F.  of  L.,  the 
C.I.O.  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce met  and  agreed  on  nine  points 
in  labor  relations.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  Workers  are  free  to  form  and 
join  labor  organizations  without  in- 
terference or  coercion;  (2)  workers 
are  free  to  bargain  collectively  with 
their  employers,  through  representa- 
tives of  their  own  choice;  (3)  the 
right  of  collective  bargaining  im- 
poses the  obligation  to  bargain  in 
good  faith;  (4)  an  obligation  assumed 
is  an  obligation  to  be  fulfilled;  (5) 
negotiations  should  effect  a  transac- 
tion mutually  advantageous  to  em- 
ployer, employees  and  customers; 
(6)  successful  collective  bargaining 
recognizes  a  mutuality  of  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  enterprise  in- 
volved; (7)  workers  are  entitled  to 
share  in  encreased  wealth  resulting 
from  improved  productive  efficiency 
and  technological  advancement;  (8) 
the  right  and  responsibility  of 
management  to  conduct  operations 
and  direct  working  forces,  subject 
to  collective  agreement,  is  an  essen- 
tial to  good  management;  (9)  juris- 
dictional or  interunion  conflicts  are 
to  be  deplored  and  every  effort  made 
to  eliminate  or  minimize  them. 


Seminarians  Hear  Plea  for 
Segregation  End 

Protestants  were  urged  to  end  all 
traces  of  segregation  in  their  church- 
es, by  Kermit  Eby,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  social  sciences  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  an  or- 
dained Brethren  minister. 

Prof.  Eby,  who  spoke  at  the  second 
triennial  interseminary  conference  at 
Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  111., 
also  said  that  Christian  ministers 
must  go  where  the  people  are  if 
they  would  maintain  democratic 
traditions. 

"God  and  the  church  must  not  run 
away  to  the  suburbs,"  he  said.  "If 
a  minister  really  would  serve,  he 
should  take  off  his  clerical  collar, 
get  a  job  in  a  plant  and  live  his 
Christianity." 

"Of  course,"  he  added,  "he  would 
have  to  get  used  to  a  few  smells, 
as  Jesus  did,  instead  of  so  many 
sweet-scented  women's  groups." 

"In  short,"  Mr.  Eby  said,  "if  he 
would  save  his  life,  as  related  in 
the  parable,  he  must  lose  it." 

Mr.  Eby,  formerly  education  di- 
rector of  the  CIO,  spoke  on  the 
Frontier  of  the  Church  in  Industrial 
Life. 

He  told  the  seminary  students  that 


labor  was  in  politics  to  stay  and  that 
government  has  become  the  "third 
person  present  in  every  collective 
bargaining  negotiation." 

The  revolution  under  way  in 
America,  he  added,  means  "recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  society,  col- 
lectively, is  responsible  to  give  the 
same  protection  to  job  rights  as  now 
is  given  to  property  rights." 

Oxnam  Asks  Halt  to  "Hysteria" 

Methodist  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Ox- 
nam of  New  York  sharply  criticized 
the  House  Un-American  Activities 
Committee  in  an  address  in  which  he 
asserted  that  "Americans  should  call 
a  halt  before  hysteria  demands  that 
sermons  be  submitted  to  congress- 
men before  delivery." 

Bishop  Oxnam  told  the  sixth  in- 
ternational Congregational  Council 
that  "free  men  may  well  be  alarmed" 
when  educational  institutions  are 
subpoenaed  to  produce  a  list  of  text- 
books to  be  perused  by  congressmen, 
"who  may  or  may  not  be  qualified  to 
understand  them." 

Without  referring  to  the  Un- 
American  Activities  Committee  by 
name,  the  church  leader  said  that 
"more  time  given  to  constructive 
legislation  to  demonstrate  the  effec- 
tiveness of  dynamic  democracy,  and 
less  time  to  character  assassination, 
would  produce  greater  benefit." 

Declaring  that  the  educators  of 
the  United  States  "reared  a  gener- 
ation so  loyal  to  democracy  that  it 
gladly  went  forth  to  destroy  the  to- 
talitarian threat  to  freedom,"  Bishop 
Oxnam  said  that  "the  school  system 
of  this  nation  should  be  honored 
rather  than  doubted." 

Ask  Church  Women  to  Lead  in 
Disarmament  Movement 

A  plea  for  church  women  to  take 
the  lead  in  a  movement  for  the  uni- 
versal abolition  of  conscription  and 
for  world  disarmament  went  out 
from  the  national  meeting  of  the 
Women's  Guild  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church.  Delegates  al- 
so went  on  record  as: 

Favoring  the  passage  of  human 
rights  laws  by  federal  and  state 
legislatures  to  end  discrimination 
against  minorities. 

Urging  the  United  States  to  work 
for  the  establishment  of  a  world 
food  board  where  this  country's  ex- 
cess food  could  be  stored  and  dis- 
tributed to  needy  people  everywhere. 

Recommending  that  Senator  Pat 
McCarran  bring  the  displaced  per- 
sons bill  out  of  committee  and  amend 
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it  to  include  refugees  of  German 
ethnic  origin. 

Believing  in  the  principles  of  sep- 
aration of  church  and  state  and  urg- 
ing increased  federal  appropriations 
to   public  schools. 

Supporting  every  effort  to  stabilize 
family  life  through  better  prepara- 
tion of  youth  for  marriage  and 
through  assistance  to  parents  in  child 
guidance. 

Students  Hear  Lack  of  Co-opera- 
tion Deplored 

Lack  of  co-operation  among  Prot- 
estant groups  was  scored  by  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Davis,  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  in  an  address  to  the  quad- 
rennial meeting  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  Student  Fellowship  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  recently. 

Mr.  Davis  told  415  student  dele- 
gates from  100  colleges  and  semi- 
naries throughout  the  country  that 
"certain  attitudes  in  the  modern 
church  are  disturbing." 

"At  a  recent  mass  meeting,"  he 
said,  "it  was  not  difficult  to  get  Cath- 
olic priests  and  Jewish  rabbis  to  sit 
on  the  platform  with  Protestant  min- 
isters —  but  it  was  difficult  to  get 
some  Protestant  ministers  to  sit  with 
other  Protestant  ministers. 

"Young  people  must  reach  the 
place  where  a  Christian  student's 
faith  becomes  Christian  group  faith," 
he  declared.  "You  cannot  say  the 
Lord's  Prayer  and  be  selfish — it  says 
'our'  not  'my.'  " 

The  basic  purposes  of  Christian 
faith,  Mr.  Davis  stressed,  are  the 
"practice  of  absolute  integrity  of  the 
human  spirit;  absolute  trust  in  God, 
the  Father,  and  the  practice  of  ab- 
solute brotherhood." 


Anniversaries 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Married  for  Sixty  Years 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfgang  Wilfert  cele- 
brated their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary 
recently.  The  couple  were  married  on 
March  23,  1890,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
fert's  parents. 

Mr.  Wilfert,  a  native  of  Germany,  is  a 
retired  carpet  weaver.  They  are  now  liv- 
ing with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  Stough 
of  Plymouth,  Ind. 

On  Sunday  they  enjoyed  a  family  pot- 
luck  dinner,  at  which  time  all  of  their 
six  children  were  present:  Enos  of  Culver, 
Ind.,  Mrs.  Edna  Fisher  of  Rochester,  Ind., 
Mrs.  Robert  Stough  of  Plymouth,  Ind., 
Clyde  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Lloyd  of  Bur- 
lington, Wis.,  Roy  of  Chicago,  111.  The 
couple  also  have  sixteen  grandchildren 
and  ten  great-grandchildren.  They  also 
held  open  house  in  the  afternoon  when 
many  friends  called  to  honor  them  on  their 
day  of  celebration. — Merlin  E.  Cassell,  Ply- 
mouth, Ind. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Connaughty  cele- 
brated their  forty-ninth  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  the  auditorium  of  the  Lutheran 
school  in  Silo,  Minn.,  where  many  friends 
and  their  five  daughters  and  two  sons 
helped  them  celebrate   this  occasion. 

Irene  Lewis,  daughter  of  Jonathon  and 
Jane  Whetstone  Lewis  of  Lewiston,  Minn., 
and  Floyd  Connaughty  were  married  at 
the  home  of  her  parents  on  May  18,  1901, 
by  Bro.  Harry  D.  Keller. 

Bro.  Emil  Giestfield,  who  was  in  charge, 
presented  a  program  of  readings,  music 
and  prayer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connaughty  have  lived 
near  Lewiston  all  of  their  lives  and  are 
engaged  in  farming. — Mrs.  William  C. 
Wright,  Utica,  Minn. 

Crumley-Early. — Paul  David  Crumley  of 
Criders,  Va.,  and  Corinne  Miller  Early  of 
Broadway,  Va.,  in  the  Linville  church, 
June  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Robert  Hoover. — Edward  K.  Zieg- 
ler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Edris-Zech.— Paul  R.  Edris  of  York,  Pa., 
and  Ruth  E.  Zech  of  Codorus,  Pa.,  June 
25,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  York,  Pa.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Bernard  N.  King,  York, 
Pa. 

Frye-Heishman. — Charles  R.  Frye  of  Mt. 
Jackson,  Va.,  and  Thelma  M.  Heishman  of 
Edinburg,  Va.,  June  20,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — N.  J.  Miller,  Mt. 
Jackson,  Va. 

Geis-Davis. — Robert  Geis  of  Durham, 
Kansas,  and  Ruth  Davis  of  Wichita,  Kan- 
sas, in  the  Wichita  church,  June  4,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Har- 
vey R.  Hostetler. — James  H.  Elrod,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas. 

Hathaway-Hewlelt. — Ray  Hathaway  and 
Martha  Hewlett,  June  11,  1950,  at  Zillah, 
Wash.,  by  the  undersigned. — B.  J.  Fike, 
Outlook,  Wash. 

Legge-Holmes. — David  Legge  of  Vienna, 
Va.,  and  Dorothy  May  Holmes  of  Fairfax, 
Va.,  June  2,  1950,  at  Oakton,  Va.,  by  the 
undersigned. — Marvin  E.  Clingenpeel,  Vi- 
enna, Va. 

Lehman-Hunt. — John  Lehman  of  Ebens- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  Maxine  Hunt  of  Mineral 
Point,  Pa.,  June  22,  1950,  in  the  Pleasant 
Hill  church,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Wil- 
liam L.  Gould,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Lemons- Cobler. — Robert  D.  Lemons  and 
Violet  J.  Cobler,  both  of  Martinsville,  Va., 
June  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — L.  A.  Bowman,  Martinsville,  Va. 

Leonard-Baker. — Samuel  E.  Leonard  and 
Anna  Feme  Baker,  both  of  Everett,  Pa., 
in  the  Everett  church,  June  23,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Steward  B.  Kauffman, 
Everett,  Pa. 

Miller-Henry. — Glenn  E.  Miller  and  Ro- 
maine  S.  Henry,  both  of  Spring  Grove, 
Pa.,  April  8,  1950,  at  Melrose,  Md.,  by  the 
undersigned.- — N.  S.  Sellers,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Rhen-Miller.— Albert  H.  Rhen  of  Mt.  Joy, 
Pa.,  and  Grace  E.  Miller  of  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  June  24, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Rinehari-Swadley.  —  Charles  Francis 
Rinehart  of  Taneytown,  Md.,  and  Dorothy 
Elizabeth  Swadley  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn., 
in  the  Johnson  City  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Sherman  L.  Ray,  Johnson  City, 
Tenn. 

Shoemaker-Prili. — Thomas  A.  Shoemak- 
er, Jr.,  and  Hilda  G.  Pritt,  both  of  Keyser, 
W.  Va.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  Community 
church,  McCool,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Vest-Nolen.— Ralph  M.  Vest  of  Copper 
Hill,  Va.,  and  Myrtle  R.  Nolen  of  Bassett, 
Va.,  June  17,  1950,  in  the  Mt.  Hermon 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — P.  L.  Nolen, 
Bassett,  Va. 

Yutzy-Saylor. — Darrell  E.  Yutzy  and 
Dorothy  Elaine  Saylor,  both  of  Meyersdale, 
Pa.,  June  13,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by 
the  undersigned.— I.  C.  Paul,  Meyersdale, 
Pa. 

Zook-Johnson. — Wayne  B.  Zook  of  Nap- 
panee,  Ind.,  and  Evelyn  Johnson  of  Mil- 
ford,  Ind.,  at  the  New  Salem  church,  Ind., 
June  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  father 
of  the  groom. — Ray  E.  Zook,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 


Elder  John  B.  Brubaker 

John  B.  Brubaker  was  born  July  2,  1865, 
near  Colebrook,  Pa.,  and  died  May  15,  1950, 
at  the  Elmdale  rest  home,  near  Lititz,  Pa. 

He  received  his  education  at  the  Snip- 
pensburg  state  normal  school.  After  grad- 
uation in  1891,  he  taught  school  in  Cumber- 
land and  Lancaster  counties  until  his  re- 
tirement in  1928. 

He  accepted  Christ  in  early  life  and  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  East 
Fairview  church  in  1902.  In  1906  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry.  He  served  this 
congregation  until  1924,  when  he  moved 
into  the  West  Greentree  congregation, 
where  he  ministered  faithfully  as  long  as 
health  permitted. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife, 
Alice  Brandt  Brubaker,  and  one  son.  He 
is  survived  by  four  children,  Mary  B.,  Mrs. 
Lester  Brubaker,  Daniel  B.  and  John  L.; 
eight  grandchildren;  five  great-grandchil- 
dren; three  brothers;  and  one  sister. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Florin 
church  by  the  home  ministers.  Interment 
was  in  the  Eberly  cemetery,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 
— Abram  N.  Eshelman,   Mt.   Joy,   Pa. 

J.  D.  Huffman 

John  D„  son  of  Jacob  W.  and  Susan 
Zirkle  Huffman,  was  born  March  1,  1877, 
near  Luray,  Va.,  and  passed  away  at  his 
home  near  New  Market,  Va.,  Dec.  30,  1949. 
While  he  was  yet  a  child  his  parents  moved 
near  Tenth  Legion,  Va.,  in  the  Linville 
Creek  congregation,  where  he  grew  up 
and  united  with  the  church  in  his  youth. 

In  1899  he  moved  to  North  Dakota  and 
located  on  a  claim  at  Rock  Lake.  He  re- 
turned to  Virginia  in  1902  and  was  married 
to  Annie  Zigler,  daughter  of  Elder  J.  P. 
Zigler.  After  farming  near  Nokesville  for 
five  years,  he  returned  to  Rockingham 
County  and  bought  a  farm,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  While  living  in  the  Nokesville  congre- 
gation he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  dea- 
con, and  when  the  Linville  Creek  congre- 
gation was  divided  he  became  one  of  the 
charter  deacons  of  the  Unity  congrega- 
gation.  In  1913  he  was-  elected  to  the 
ministry.  In  1925  he  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership.  Bro.  Huffman  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  kingdom  from  his  youth  to 
the  end  of  life.  Besides  his  work  at  home 
he  did  considerable  preaching  in  adjoining 
counties  and  was  elder  of  a  number  of 
congregations  during  different  periods  of 
time.  He  was  the  presiding  elder  of  the 
Unity  congregation  at  the  time  of  his 
passing. 
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Twin  Sallman  Pictures 

$1.00  per  pair 

Framed  under  glass  in  mahogany* 
finished  metal  frame  with  hanger. 
Boxed.     Picture    size,    3x4    inches. 


Brethren  Publishing  House 
Elgin,  Illinois 


He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter, 
four  sons,  two  of  whom  are  ministers,  and 
four  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Fair- 
view  church  in  charge  of  Bro.  Jesse  D. 
Robertson,  assisted  by  the  writer.  There 
were  thirty-four  ministers  in  the  large  con- 
course that  attended  the  services. — C.  E. 
Nair,  Broadway,  Va. 

John  Emory  Lawver 

John  Emory,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth Landis  Lawver,  was  born  near 
Arendtsville,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  died 
May  2,  1950.  In  1893  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hallie  Hunt,  who  preceded  him  in 
death  in  1941.  To  this  union  were  born 
eight  children.  In  1942  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Evans  at  Ames,  Okla. 

The   couple   moved   to    Oklahoma   forty- 


nine  years  ago.  In  1903  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  A  few 
years  later  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Pleasant  Home  church,  near  Omega, 
Okla.  He  was  always  a  willing  and  faith- 
ful worker  in  the  Lord's  work;  he  studied 
his  Bible  diligently  and  loved  to  talk  of 
God's  promises  and  his  great  love  for  man- 
kind. 

He  is  survived  by  eight  children:  Mrs. 
Nellie  Vest  of  Oso,  Wash.,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Leasure  of  Enid,  Okla.,  Mrs.  Ruth  Bradley 
and  Mrs.  Hazel  Eichman  of  San  Diego, 
Calif.,  Mrs.  Irene  Johnson  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  I.  E.  and  Elbe,  both  of  Enid,  Okla., 
and  Harold  of  New  Orleans,  La.  Also  sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  twenty  grandchildren, 
eighteen  great-grandchildren  and  one  sis- 
ter who  lives  in  California. — Virgil  D. 
Weimer,  Ames,  Okla. 


On  the  Brethren  Children's  Bookshelf 

Brethren  children  should  have  and  read  these  books 
about  Brethren  people.  They  will  treasure  them  for  life — if 
they  do  not  wear  them  out  rereading  them. 

The  Brethren  Story  Caravan 
By  Mary  Garber 

•  The  latest  title  to  appear  on  the  Brethren 
Children's  Bookshelf  is  already  winning  the  wide- 
spread approval  of  both  children  and  grownups. 
Written  especially  for  the  junior-age  child,  its 
interest  is  by  no  means  confined  to  that  age  group. 

•  It  tells,  in  thirty-five  two-page  stories,  incidents 
in  the  lives  of  more  than  thirty  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  who  have  upheld  in  some 
outstanding  way  the  practical  ideals  of  the  church. 
Further,  it  challenges  the  reader  to  become  a  part 
of   that  caravan   of  godly  men   and  women   who 

have  made  the  world  richer  and  happier  for  their  having  lived  in  it. 
Price,  $1.25. 

Little  Red  Hummy 

By  Myrtle  Crist  Porter 

•  Life  was  far  from  dull  in  the  little  sod-house 
home  of  Papa  and  Mamma  Frantz  on  the  western 
Kansas  prairie.  It  couldn't  be  with  Henry  and 
Mary  to  share  their  life  and  with  Whitey,  a  pet 
calf,  which  liked  to  wander  far  and  wide  over  the 
prairie. 

•  This  story  is  a  true  picture  of  life  in  a  pioneer 
Brethren  community  in  the  1890's;  it  relates  such 
typical  experiences  as  a  prairie  fire,  a  blizzard, 
butchering  day,  a  baptizing,  a  love  feast,  the 
coming  of  grasshoppers  and   the   introduction  of 

the   plains  region.     It   is   a    truly   delightful   story. 
$1.25. 


wheat   growing  to 
Illustrated.    Price, 


Special  note:  We  have  left  in  stock  fewer  than  twenty 
copies  of  another  of  our  popular  children's  books,  SnowBall 
Comes  to  the  Early  Family,  by  Desmond  W.  Bittinger.  If  you 
want  a  copy  you  should  send  at  once.    The  price  is  $1.00. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


Emma  G.  Hess 

Emma  G.  Hess,  wife  of  Elder  Henry  L. 
Hess,  was  born  June  25,  1878,  and  died 
April  24,  1950. 

She  served  with  her  husband  in  his  min- 
istry in  the  Chiques,  West  Conestoga  and 
East  Fairview  churches.  She  also  served 
as  stewardess  of  the  Old  Folks'  Home  at 
Neffsville,  having  retired  in  1940.  Since 
that  time  she  and  her  husband  were  guests 
of  the  home  and  confined  their  labors  to 
the  East  Fairview  church.  She  loved  her 
church  and  faithfully  served  it  in  every 
way  possible. 

Surviving  are  her  husband  and  five 
children. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Breth- 
ren Home  with  Elder  J.  Norman  Weaver  in 
charge,  and  at  the  Chiques  church,  where 
interment  was  made,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Elder  David  Gibble. — H.  A. 
Merkey,   Manheim,   Pa. 

Alice  Mohler 

Alice  Mohler,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Nan- 
nie Baile  Roop,  was  born  Aug.  1,  1872,  and 
died  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  May  28,  1950. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  she  became  a 
member  of  the  church.  From  that  time  on 
the  church  became  the  center  of  her  life 
outside  of  her  home.  This  interest  con- 
tinued until  ten  years  ago  when  she  was 
unable  to  continue  her  church  work  be- 
cause of  illness. 

In  1898  she  was  married  to  Jesse  D.  Moh- 
ler. She  was  a  loyal  helper  to  him  in  his 
ministry  for  twenty-five  years.  Several 
years  after  their  marriage  they  held  the 
rural  pastorate  of  the  Roop  community. 
Her  home  was  known  for  its  hospitality 
and  was  always  open  to  church  officials 
and  any  other  visitors  of  the  church. 

In  1932  her  husband  passed  away,  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Genevieve  Greim,  died  in 
1946. 

She  is  survived  by  five  children:  Samuel 
of  Ellensburg,  Wash.,  Mrs.  George  Scott 
and  Arthur,  both  of  Warrensburg,  Mo., 
Mrs.  John  R.  Bagley  of  Texas  City,  Texas, 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Greim  of  Defiance,  Ohio. — 
Mrs.  George  R.  Scott,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Carmean,  Reuben  M.,  was  born  April  1, 
1879,  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio,  and  died 


Announcements  .  .  . 


REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Eastern  Region. — Juniata  College,  Hunting- 
don,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,   23. 
Southeastern  Region. — Roanoke,   Va.,   Aug. 
22-24. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Colorado. — Denver,  Aug.  17-20. 
Illinois,  Northern  and  Wisconsin. — Lanark, 

111.,   Sept.  2-4. 
Illinois,   Southern. — Liberty,   Aug.   25-28. 
Indiana,  Middle. — Spring  Creek,  Aug.  16-19. 
Indiana,       Northern.  —  Camp       Alexander 

Mack,    Milford,    Aug.    14-17. 
Indiana,   Southern. — Arcadia,   Aug.   22-24. 
Iowa,  Middle.— Dallas  Center,  Sept.  2-4. 
Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Da- 
kola.— (Undecided),  Aug.  25-28. 
Iowa,   Southern. — Ottumwa,   Sept.   16-18. 
Kansas,   Northeastern. — Navarre,    Sept.   22- 

24. 
Maryland,    Eastern.— Thurmont,     Sept.    22, 

23. 
Michigan.  —  Camp      Manikiwa,      Brethren, 

Aug.  29— Sept.  1. 
Missouri,    Southern,    and    Arkansas. — New 

Hope,  Ark.,  Aug.  18-21. 
Ohio,   Northeastern. — Olivet,   Aug.    29-31. 
Oklahoma.— Clovis,    N.    Mex.,    Aug.    17-20. 
Tennessee. — Jackson  Park,  Aug.   16-18. 
Virginia,      Eastern. — Free      Union,      Locust 

Grove  church,  August  16-18. 
West    Virginia,    First. — Old    Furnace,    Sept. 

8,  9. 
West  Virginia,  Second. — Mt.  Zion,  Aug.  24, 

25. 
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CAP  GOODS  We  furnish 
Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets,  Tar- 
latans, Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty 
years.    Samples  free. 

R.  E.  Arnold,  Elgin,  Illinois 


at  his  home  June  7,  1950.  On  Nov.  30, 
1899,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Elizabeth 
Sloan.  They  had  been  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Ohio  but  after  coming 
to  Indiana  they  united  with  the  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  seven  children,  twenty- 
two  grandchildren,  one  sister  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church. — 
N.  H.  Miller,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Funderburg,  Clara  B.,  daughter  of 
George  and  Lydia  Smith  Funderburg,  was 
born  at  Fredonia,  Kansas,  Sept.  23,  1885, 
and  died  at  Willard,  N.  Y.  She  had  at- 
tended McPherson  College.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  sister  and  several  nieces  and 
nephews.  When  she  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  she  was  baptized  into  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the  Pine 
Grove  cemetery  at  Ludlowville,  N.  Y. — 
Ruth  N.  Tvaroha,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Pope,  Florence,  was  born  May  8,  1890, 
in  Garrett  County,  Md.,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  May  14,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Harry 
Pope,  three  daughters,  four  sisters  and  two 
grandchildren.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
True  Blue  class  of  the  Meyersdale  church 
and  was  an  active  and  interested  partici- 
pant in  the  whole  church  program.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed in  the  Meyersdale  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Meyersdale  Union  ceme- 
tery.— I.   C.  Paul,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Smith,  Gard  M.,  was  born  Nov.  10,  1894, 
and  died  May  30,  1950,  at  his  home  in 
Blain,  Pa.  He  joined  the  Three  Springs 
church  several  years  ago.  He  served  at 
various  times  as  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent, church  trustee,  church  clerk  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  and  his  wife 
had  almost  completed  their  probation  year 
as  deacons  and  would  have  been  installed 
at  the  fall  council.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mae  Snyder  Smith,  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  his  fa- 
ther, four  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Three  Springs 
church  by  Brethren  Cletus  Myers,  Jacob  L. 
Miller  and  his  pastor,  the  writer.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Blain  cemetery. — Glenn  L. 
Gingrich,  Blain,  Pa. 

Yoder.  Ernest  M.,  son  of  Ezra  M.  and 
Susan  Miller  Yoder,  was  born  May  7,  1901, 
in  Custer  County,  Okla.,  and  died  June  8, 
1950.  In  1925  he  was  married  to  Lovina 
Eicher.  In  youth  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Florence  church.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  three  daughters,  one  grand- 
son, two  sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  his  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned, at  the  M.  E.  church  in  Nottawa, 
Mich.  Interment  was  in  the  Nottawa  cem- 
etery.— Glenn  I.  Rummel,  Constantine, 
Mich. 


Church  News  .  .  . 


Colorado 
Denver. — We  dedicated  our  church  on 
June  4  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  June  3.  A  birthday 
supper  was  held  recently  from  which  ap- 
proximately $100  was  received.  A  special 
Easter  program  was  presented  by  the 
adult  choir.  The  choir  presented  a  pro- 
gram at  the  Rocky  Ford  church  one  Sun- 
day. Our  hearts  were  made  glad  by  the 
addition  of  nineteen  members,  some  by 
baptism  and  some  by  letter,  ranging  from 
children  to  grandparents.  Several  babies 
were    dedicated    on    Mother's    Day.     Dele- 
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gates  have  been  elected  to  the  district 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  here  in  Au- 
gust. We  are  to  have  a  series  of  meetings 
this  fall.  Bro.  O.  H.  Austin  was  able  to 
attend  the  dedication  services.  Bro.  H.  C. 
Long  is  still  in  a  convalescent  home.  Sister 
Edgar  Harris  is  convalescing  at  her  home 
after  being  in  the  hospital  for  seven  weeks. 
— Mrs.  Laura  M.  Fields,  Englewood,   Colo. 

Illinois 

Dixon. — Seventeen  persons  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  On 
April  16  the  Dixon  church  was  host  to 
the  young  people's  rally  for  the  Northern 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  District  with  Bro. 
Jesse  H.  Ziegler  as  the  guest  speaker.  For 
the  evening  a  cast  from  the  Lanark  church 
presented  the  play,  A-leadin'.  Willard 
Powers  spoke  at  our  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  April  12.  The  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters held  their  banquet  on  May  9  with 
Mrs.  Leroy  Miller  of  Franklin  Grove  as 
the  guest  speaker.  A  special  service  was 
held  on  Mother's  Day  with  a  consecra- 
tion service  for  eleven  babies.  A  group  of 
our  young  people  attended  the  Passion 
Play  at  Bloomington,  111.,  on  May  7. 
Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman,  Africa  mis- 
sionaries home  on  furlough,  were  guest 
speakers  of  the  missionary  society  on  June 
6.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Holbrook  and 
their  family  have  recently  welcomed  a 
DP  family  into  their  home.  W.  W.  Leh- 
man represented  our  church  as  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.  Donna  Butter- 
baugh  will  go  from  the  Conference  to  New 
Windsor,  Md.,  to  begin  her  training  for  a 
year  of  volunteer  service. — Nadine  Moats, 
Dixon,  111. 

Mt.  Morris. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Foster  B. 
Statler,  handed  in  his  resignation,  to  be 
effective  Oct.  1.  He  will  go  to  Elkhart, 
Ind.  Bro.  Statler  will  complete  his  thir- 
teenth year  in  the  ministry  of  the  Mt. 
Morris  church  in  September  of  this  year. 
The  church  under  his  leadership  has  con- 
tinued to  grow  and  prosper.  In  recent 
years  he  has  been  instrumental  in  help- 
ing start  and  build  the  Brethren  camp  lo- 
cated at  the  southeastern  edge  of  Mt.  Mor- 
ris. Since  our  last  report,  fifteen  persons 
have  been  received  into  the  church  by 
letter  and  twelve  by  baptism.  Our  com- 
munity vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
again  this  year  with  a  good  attendance. 
Our  annual  children's  day  program  was 
held  on  June  11.  The  Statlers  attended  the 
Grand  Rapids  music  and  worship  con- 
ference and  Bro.  Statler  conducted  the 
retreat  for  the  Standing  Committee,  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  and  the  Elgin 
staff  at  this  conference.  The  delegates 
from  Mt.  Morris  to  Grand  Rapids  were 
Mrs.  Evan  Kinsley  and  Jane  Wingard.  Re- 
cent speakers  here  have  been  Brethren 
Raymond  R.  Peters  of  Elgin,  D.  J.  Lichty 
of  Franklin  Grove  and  John  Masterson  of 
Forreston. — Mrs.  H.  A.  Hoff,  Mt.  Morris, 
111. 

Indiana 

Rock  Run. — We  are  planning  to  observe 
our  100th  anniversary  in  September.  Will 
Zivkovich,  a  DP,  gave  us  an  interesting 
report  of  his  homeland.  Sister  Clara  Myer, 
a  missionary  to  Africa,  was  with  us  one 
week  end.  Midweek  services  were  held 
through  Lent.  Bro.  Stanley  Bittinger  of 
North  Manchester  and  Wakarusa  was  our 
speaker  on  Palm  Sunday.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  April  6  with  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Ralph  Petry,  in  charge.  One  member  has 
been  received  by  baptism  and  two  by  let- 
ter since  our  last  report.  The  women's 
work  has  been  busy  sewing  and  making 
comforters  for  relief.  Some  of  the  women 
go  to  the  Nappanee  relief  center  almost 
every  Tuesday  to  work.  We  are  support- 
ing the  child  of  a  missionary  family.  We 
lost  one  of  our  oldest  members,  Bro.  Frank 
Phillips,  by  death.  We  more  than  met  our 
quota  for  the  food  gift  to  the  Kaltenstein 
home  for  boys  in  Stuttgart,  Germany.  Sis- 
ter Q.  A.  Holsopple  conducted  a  series  of 
studies  in  family  life,  beginning  May  7 
and  continuing  for  a  week.  She  was  also 
the  speaker  on  Rural  Life  Sunday.— Mrs. 
R.  E.  Bates,  Millersburg,  Ind. 

Iowa 

English     River. — We     united     with     the 


churches  of  the  community  in  pre-Easter 
services,  closing  on  Sunday  evening  with 
a  cantata.  At  our  Easter  morning  services 
five  persons  were  baptized,  four  received 
by  letter  and  one  on  former  baptism.  The 
ladies'  trio  of  McPherson  College  pre- 
sented a  program  on  April  2.  We  enjoyed 
having  Sister  Clara  K'an  and  her  son, 
Kelly,  of  China  with  us  on  May  7.  Sister 
K'an  spoke  at  the  morning  service.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  George  Grove  were  our  del- 
egates to  Annual  Conference  and  to  the 
music  conference  preceding  it.  Bro.  For- 
rest Groff  has  spent  some  time  with  us, 
helping  with  plans  for  the  new  church 
building  program.  Four  babies  were  dedi- 
cated at  the  Mother's  Day  service.  Our 
pastor  gave  special  recognition  to  eighth 
grade,  high  school  and  college  graduates  at 
a  recent  Sunday  morning  service.  We  are 
having  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  spon- 
sored by  the  local  interchurch  council. 
The  men's  work  is  farming  some  land  as 
its  project.— Ollie  Coffman,  South  English, 
Iowa. 

Maryland 
Meadow  Branch.— The  Faithful  Workers 
Bible  class  observed  its  thirty-fifth  anni- 
versary with  special  services  by  J.  Walter 
Thomas  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.  The  organ- 
ized adult  classes  contributed  funds  for 
seeds  to  be  sent  to  Europe.  Bro.  Raymon 
Eller,  pastor  the  Dundalk  congregation, 
conducted  our  pre-Easter  services  and  offi- 
ciated at  our  spring  love  feast.  Four  new 
members  were  baptized  into  the  church 
and  one  was  reclaimed.  Our  CBYF  held 
sunrise  services  on  Easter  with  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Harley  as  the  guest  speaker.  They 
presented  the  pageant,  And  He  Had  Great 
Possessions,  on  Easter  evening.  Our  con- 
gregation contributed  an  offering  for  the 
Dundalk  church.  Bro.  Ira  Petre,  a  re- 
turned missionary  to  Africa,  preached  for 
us  recently.  Several  of  our  young  people 
attended  the  subdistrict  meeting  of  the 
CBYF,   which   was  held   at   the  Edgewood 
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church.  The  home  enrichment  group 
sponsored  a  covered  dish  supper  on  May  7, 
with  Mrs.  Harold  Bomberger  and  Mrs. 
McKinley  Kauffman  as  the  guest  speakers. 
Mother's  Day  was  observed  with  special 
services.  The  primary  department  con- 
ducted the  opening  of  the  worship  period 
and  Bro.  John  Eberly  of  the  Brethren  re- 
lief center  preached  an  appropriate  ser- 
mon. The  men's  district  work  group  held 
its  annual  meeting  at  our  church  with  Dr. 
Lowell  Ensor,  president  of  Western  Mary- 
land College,  as  the  speaker.  Bro.  Earl 
Mitchell,  executive  secretary  of  the  East- 
ern District  of  Maryland,  preached  a 
challenging  sermon  on  the  use  of  curren- 
cy.— Mrs.  William  E.  Brown,  Westminster, 
Md. 

Michigan 
Florence. — Our  pastor  delivered  a  series 
of  evangelistic  sermons  before  Easter.  Two 
of  our  Sunday-school  boys  were  baptized. 
We  have  also  received  three  persons  by 
letter.  On  Easter  the  men  of  the  church 
presented  Were  You  There?  Our  church 
took  its  turn  in  having  a  Sunday  program 
at  the  county  infirmary.  Bro.  Rummel 
preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon  for  the 
Centreville  seniors.  Two  of  our  young 
people  are  graduating  from  high  school 
and  both  are  valedictorians.  The  Northern 
Indiana   ministerial   association    met    here 


for  their  spring  session.  Our  women,  be- 
sides mending  relief  clothing,  have  made 
twenty-four  comforters  and  felt  blankets, 
fifty-one  pairs  of  felt  and  leather  Chinese 
baby  shoes,  and  had  a  sale  dinner  in  which 
they  cleared  over  $100.  They  co-operated 
with  the  women  of  the  community  in  a 
mother  and  daughter  banquet.  We  are 
co-operating  with  the  Methodist  church  in 
a  daily  vacation  Bible  school. — Martha 
Rummel,    Constantine,    Mich. 

Lansing. — Five  members  were  brought 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church  by  bap- 
tism as  a  result  of  services  held  by  Bro. 
Percy  Kegarise  of  Saxton,  Pa.  Three  oth- 
ers were  received  by  letter  at  our  April 
council.  In  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Wayne  Wheeler,  who  has  been  confined  "to 
the  T.B.  sanatorium  since  October,  Bro. 
Royal  Frantz  of  the  Sunfield  congregation 
has  been  serving  us  temporarily  as  minis- 
ter. We  have  also  had  guest  speakers 
bringing  us  the  morning  messages.  Recent 
speakers  have  been  Brethren  Raymond  R. 
Peters  of  Elgin,  111.;  J.  H.  Mathis  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.;  A.  E.  Taylor  of  Flint 
and  Elmer  Leckrone  of  Jenison.  At  a  re- 
cent council  meeting  our  pastor  resigned 
the  pastorate,  effective  April  1.  We  have 
sold  our  church  building  and  lot  and  are 
planning  to  begin  building  in  the  near 
future.  Two  of  our  young  men  and  their 
wives  were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
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The  young  people  of  the  church  presented 
an  Easter  pageant  on  Easter.  In  our  Sun- 
day evening  services  during  the  recent 
months  we  have  been  having  a  mission 
study  on  Japan.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
making  large  and  baby  comforters  for  re- 
lief. Bro.  Wayne  Holsinger  was  chosen  to 
represent  us  at  Annual  Conference. — Mrs. 
Wayne  E.  Wheeler,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Missouri 
Carthage. — As  a  direct  result  of  the  re- 
vival conducted  by  Bro.  O.  H.  Feiler,  thir- 
teen persons  were  baptized.  Bro.  Glenn 
Trowbridge  conducted  a  wedding  cere- 
mony in  the  church  on  June  4  for  Fern 
Erisman  and  Dorothy  Harvey  of  McPher- 
son,  Kansas.  We  observed  children's  day 
on  June  11.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will 
begin  June  19  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Birdie  Morris  of  Mountain  Grove. — Olive 
E.  Holmes,  Carthage,  Mo. 

Nebraska 
South  Beatrice. — Many  persons  from  our 
church  attended  the  meeting  in  Lincoln  at 
which  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  the  speaker. 
At  our  council  meeting  we  made  plans  to 
sponsor   a   DP   family   in   our   community. 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  442.  Wanted:  Employment  for  eld- 
erly man,  who  is  in  good  health  and  is 
dependable.  Would  be  interested  in  gen- 
eral duties  around  hospital  or  old  folks' 
home,  janitor  of  church  or  school  build- 
ing, light  farm  work,  etc.  References  it 
desired.  Write  Harold  I.  Deeter.  R.  4,  Mt 
Pleasant,  Mich. 

No.  443.  Brethren  man,  aged  45  with  fam- 
ily of  2  children,  desires  job  at  old  folks' 
home.  Brethren  College  or  on  farm.  Would 
like  to  locate  in  Middle  West.  Can  give 
references  if  needed.  Write:  Howard  F. 
Damuth,  R.  1,  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  444.  For  sale:  162  acres;  level;  pro- 
ductive; grows  all  crops,  never-failing 
water  supply;  nice  location;  good  road; 
12-minute  drive  from  Brethren  church.  10- 
room  house;  basement  barn  with  50 
stanchions.  Price  $90  per  acre.  Immediate 
possession.  Have  smaller  farms  also.  Write 
for  appointment  to  see  them.  F.  L.  Baker, 
R.  2,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    Phone:  Ithaca  32774. 

No.  446.  Would  like  to  buy  medium-sized 
farm,  suitable  for  stock  and  farming;  pref- 
erably in  Maryland  not  too  far  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Would  like  fair  buildings. 
Within  driving  distance  of  Brethren 
church.  Write:  3303  Cummings  Lane, 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

No.  449.  Wanted:  Elderly  Brethren  lady 
to  serve  as  housekeeper  for  widower  in 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Near  Brethren  church. 
Write:  J.  C.  Brumbaugh,  Hartville,  Ohio, 
or  phone  Hartville — 771. 

No.  450.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  or  elder- 
ly lady  to  care  for  girls,  4  and  6y2  years,  in 
modern  country  home  close  to  Brethren 
church,  more  for  home  than  wages.  Write: 
Mrs.  Herman  Miller,  R.  1,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

No.  451.  Wanted:  Farm  home  for  sev- 
eral weeks  vacation  for  big,  strong  boy  of 
6V2  years.  Likes  horses  and  dogs.  Daddy 
has  money  for  board.  If  anyone  has  room 
on  farm  for  one  more  boy,  write:  Kent  W. 
Dusing,  5417  W.  Walton  St.,  2nd,  Chicago 
51,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Buildings  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
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Bro.  Patrick  officiated  in  the  evening.  We 
had  a  music  program  by  our  home  talent 
on  May  28. — Mrs.  K.  Eugene  Stump, 
Bethel,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Mason  Cove. — Our  pre-Easter  services 
were  conducted  by  our  pastor,  A.  H. 
Showalter.  Bro.  Butterworth  of  Midway 
was  our  guest  speaker  one  evening  and 
special  singing  was  presented  by  the  choir. 
Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Hollins  Road  had 
charge  of  our  communion  services.  Bro. 
Spangler,  Brother  and  Sister  Roberts  and 
Bro.  Semones  were  also  with  us.  Mrs. 
Annabelle  Plunkett  started  our  choir  and 
is  also  the  director.  The  ladies'  aid  held 
its  June  meeting  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mag- 
gie Bryant;  at  this  time  new  officers  were 
elected.  Anna  Kathrine  Dodson,  daughter 
of  our  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and 

Wame      - Frank  Campbell  were  united  in  marriage 

R     _            „  on  May  19.    Mrs.  Sarah  Annie  Thomas,  an 

ri.    D.    or    bt active  member  of  the  Mason  Cove  church, 
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The  Scherbak  family  of  four  are  now 
living  in  the  Ida  Frantz  home  near  the 
church.  Bro.  Naylor  presented  his  resig- 
nation, to  become  effective  in  August.  We 
observed  Easter  with  breakfast,  sunrise 
worship  and  the  morning  service.  At  the 
evening  service  four  members  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  The 
youth  rally  was  held  at  Bethel  and  our 
CBYF  was  represented.  McPherson  Col- 
lege day  was  observed  on  May  7,  with 
Bro.  R.  E.  Mohler  as  the  speaker.  A  Moth- 
er's Day  program  was  presented  on  May 
14.  On  May  21  we  observed  family  night 
with  a  program  and  the  picture,  Birthday 
Party,  followed  by  a  social  hour.  A  pro- 
jector was  presented  to  the  church  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Henry  Frantz  for  the 
visual  education  program  and  it  is  used 
regularly  once  a  month.  The  church  is 
looking  forward  to  our  seventy-fifth  anni- 
versary service  to  be  held  in  July  with 
Bro.  Mallott  as  the  guest  speaker.  The  di- 
rectors of  peace  and  welfare  of  our  wom- 
en's work  sponsored  a  fellowship  supper 
and  program  at  the  church  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  colored  church  of  Beatrice  as 
our  guests.  Their  pastor  gave  a  talk.  We 
also  had  talks  by  two  displaced  persons. 
— Mrs.   Flora   Beckner,   Holmesville,   Nebr. 

Oklahoma 

Pleasant  Plains. — Our  new  parsonage 
was  dedicated  with  Bro.  Lester  Fagan  of 
McClave,  Colo.,  preaching  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  Bro.  Fagan  remained  to  conduct 
a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting,  which 
was  climaxed  with  an  Easter  sunrise  serv- 
ive  at  Big  Timber  Lakes.  The  congregation 
met  in  regular  council  on  May  24.  Lowell 
Prentice  and  Mrs.  Luther  Ford  were 
elected  as  our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing. Plans  were  made  for  an  evangelistic 
meeting  to  be  held  early  in  November. 
Our  young  people  have  helped  to  organ- 
ize a  united  youth  group  in  this  commu- 
nity. They  meet  once  a  month  at  alter- 
nate churches.  One  person  from  our 
group,  Judy  Ford,  expects  to  attend  the 
work  camp  at  Kansas  City  in  July. — Mrs. 
Luther  Ford,  Aline,   Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — For  six  Sundays,  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Glen  E.  Norris,  taught  a  special  class 
in  Brethren  doctrines  and  meaning  of 
church  membership  to  the  intermediate 
department  of  the  Sunday  school  during 
the  Sunday-school  class  period.  Our 
spring  communion  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  21  with  our  pastor  presiding. 
Family  night  was  observed  on  May  27 
with  an  inspiring  program  of  music  and 
devotion,  followed  by  slides  of  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  taken  by  Dr.  Her- 
bert  Moyer.     The    various    classes    in    the 


Sunday  school  have  been  taking  charge 
of  the  opening  exercises  one  Sunday  a 
month. — Mrs.  Chester  H.  Hoops,  Ambler, 
Pa. 

Little  Swatara. — We  had  the  privilege  of 
having  two  men  representing  the  Gideons 
with  us  to  explain  their  work.  The  Schu- 
bert Sunday  school  is  growing  in  number. 
The  young  people  spent  a  day  at  New 
Windsor  doing  relief  work.  Three  persons 
accepted  Christ  on  Easter  morning  and 
five  persons  have  been  baptized  since  then. 
The  children  presented  an  Easter  program. 
Clara  Myer,  returned  missionary  to  Africa, 
gave  an  interesting  talk  on  her  work.  We 
lost  two  members  by  death  since  our  last 
report.  Bro.  Howard  Merkey  of  Manheim 
gave  an  interesting  talk  on  Mother's  Day. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  May  13  and  14, 
with  Brethren  Ralph  Ebersole  of  Reading, 
Norman  Patrick  of  Big  Swatara  and  Harry 
S.  Dohner  of  Akron  bringing  the  messages. 


passed  away  recently. — Mrs.  Bertha  Hale, 
Salem,  Va. 

Newport  News. — Our  spring  revival  was 
held  by  Bro.  F.  E.  Woodie  of  Waynesboro. 
Fifteen  persons  were  baptized.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  April  12  with  our  elder,  C. 
M.  Key,  presiding.  A  group  of  fifty  per- 
sons from  our  congregation  attended  the 
dedication  of  the  new  Sunday-school 
rooms  at  the  Hopewell  church.  Rev.  Tay- 
lor of  Texas  gave  a  talk  on  alcoholic 
drinks  and  the  effects  it  has  on  the  body 
and  on  future  generations.  A  caravan  of 
young  people  were  here  May  16-22  to 
work  with  the  young  people.  The  men's 
work  is  making  a  flower  garden  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church.  They  served  a 
banquet  on  May  13  to  the  mothers  and 
daughters.  Our  church  took  part  in  a 
united  city-wide  evangelistic  service  May 
14 — June  4.  Since  our  revival  five  persons 
have  been  baptized  and  one  received  by 
letter.  Three  letters  were  granted.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  L.  W.  Blackwell,  and  his 
wife,  Mrs.  James  Warlitner  and  Betty  War- 
litner  represented  our  church  at  Annual 
Conference.  The  women's  work  paid  $100 
on  the  building  fund,  gave  to  Bridgewater 
College,  gave  $25  to  the  girls'  mission 
schools. — Mrs.  James  Warlitner,  Newport 
News,  Va. 
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HYMNS  OF  FAITH"  sacred  recordings 
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CB3 

By  the  McPherson  College  a  cappella  choir 
Lo!  How  a  Rose  E'er  Blooming 
Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God 
When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross 
The  Rose  of  Sharon 

CB4 

By  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  male  voices 

Beautiful  Saviour 
All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name 
Thine  Is  the  Glory- 
Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee 

Each  record  is  of  the  twelve-inch  size,  is  semi-breakable, 
records  four  hymns,  and  sells  for  $1.50.   Order  by  number. 
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D.  W.   Bittinger,  the  new  moderator,   receives   the   gavel   from   Harper   Will,    moderator   for   1950 

CONFERENCE  is  over;  the  present  moderator  passes  to  the  new  one  the  gavel,  the 
symbol   of   his   office.    The   yearly   change   in   presiding   officer   disturbs   little    the 
ongoing  work   of  the   church. 

It  has  ever  been  thus  in  the  church  of  Christ;  it  has  gone  on  though  beset  by 
persecutions  from  without  and  rent  by  dissensions  within.  Empires  and  nations  have 
come  and  gone  but  the  church  has  continued.  It  will  continue  as  long  as  it  keeps 
God  in  the  center  and  meets  the   needs  of  men. 
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Eight-five  international  scholar- 
ships will  be  awarded  by  Rotary 
International  during  1950-51  to  out- 
standing graduate  students  from 
twenty-five  countries.    (WP) 

A  colony  named  after  Mahatma 
Gandhi  will  be  founded  in  Israel  by 
twenty  Jewish  families  who  are 
migrating  from  Cochin,  India.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition,  Jews  migrated 
to  Cochin  in  70  A.D.,  soon  after  the 
fall  of  Jerusalem. 

India  leads  the  world  in  the  co- 
operative movement,  it  is  reported. 
Of  the  1,000,000  co-operative  insti- 
tutions in  the  world,  India  has 
150,000  with  capital  funds  of  $420,- 
000,000.  In  Bombay  state  alone,  co- 
operative housing  societies  and 
stores  have  increased  fourfold  in 
four  years. 

After  a  much-loved  Chinese  pastor 
was  killed  by  a  Communist  army 
truck  in  China  some  months  ago,  the 
driver  was  imprisoned,  reports  the 
British  Weekly.  But  the  Christians 
went  to  the  court,  pleaded  for  his 
release,  and  then  invited  the  of- 
ficers to  a  meal  of  reconciliation. 
Speaking  very  deliberately,  one  of 
the  Communists  declared,  "This 
spirit  of  Christianity  which  can 
change  enmity  into  friendship  is 
new  to  us,  and  it  is  something  we 
must  learn."    (WP) 


The  governor  of  Bombay  state, 
India,  Maharaj  Singh,  has  volun- 
tarily cut  his  own  salary  twenty  per 
cent.  This  is  in  addition  to  a  volun- 
tary reduction  of  fifteen  per  cent 
last  November. 

French  and  German  pastors  have 
launched  a  movement  for  "a  mutual 
reapproachment  of  their  peoples." 
For  the  time  being,  stress  will  be 
laid  on  co-operation  across  the 
frontier  in  care  of  refugees  and 
reconstruction  projects.  A  pro- 
visional fraternal  commission  has 
been  set  up  to  bring  into  closer 
harmony  the  social  work  being  done 
in  both  lands.    (WP) 

The  Commonwealth  Club  of  San 

Francisco,  Calif.,  one  of  the  most 
famous  clubs  on  the  West  Coast,  has 
been  making  during  the  last  two 
years  a  study  of  the  topic,  Califor- 
nia's Liquor  Laws — Theory  and 
Practice.  The  first  report  of  the 
special  section  concerns  alcoholism 
as  a  health  problem.  It  gave  over- 
whelming support  to  improved  en- 
forcement of  the  state  law  requiring 
alcohol  education  in  the  public 
schools,  to  efforts  to  reduce  the  em- 
phasis on  drinking  scenes  in  moving 
pictures,  to  eliminating  liquor  ad- 
vertising. Prevention  of  alcoholism 
by  reducing  consumption  was  em- 
phasized. 


Charles  Rohrer  of  Indiana,  who 
has  devoted  most  of  his  time  for  the 
last  several  years  to  the  cause  of 
peace,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Gospel 
Messenger  office  soon  after  the  be- 
ginning of  hostilities  in  Korea.  We 
quote  a  part  of  it  and  a  part  of  a 
subsequent    letter. 

The  worst  has  happened,  which  I 
have  long  feared,  and  the  peace 
peoples  have  lost  their  fight.  Now 
I  must  lay  aside  my  pen,  for  in 
wartime  one  dare  not  say  what  he 
thinks  if  he  wants  to  stay  out  of 
prison. 

However,  I  feel  that  like  Si.  Paul 
I  have  put  up  a  good  fight  and  I  have 
no  regrets.  My  conscience  is  clear 
and  I  do  not  believe  any  young 
man's  blood  will  be  required  at  my 
hands  because  I  warned  him  not. 
I'm  afraid  thai  is  more  than  can  be 
said  of  some  high  churchmen. 

Certainly,  by  and  large,  the 
Christian  church  of  America  should 
hide  its  face  in  shame.  If  I  were 
an  Asiatic,  American  brands  of 
Christianity    would    be    taboo    with 


me  and  their  influence  would  be  nil. 

I  have  had  my  say;  now  I  shall 
hold  my  peace  for  the  duration  of  the 
war.  I  expect  it  to  be  a  long  one 
and  one  in  which  we  will  not  win. 
This  will  make  it  extremely  hard  on 
CO's  and  men  who  oppose  this  war 
business.  God  only  knows  what  is 
ahead  of  us. 

I  actually  believe  most  churchmen 
are  so  anti-Russian  that  if  Christ 
had  been  born  in  Russia  they  would 
reject  him.  This  war  hysteria  and 
hate  are  bound  to  increase  as  our 
casualties  increase. 

The  President's  statement  that  he 
rejects  mediation  by  Mr.  Nehru  of 
India  certainly  does  the  cause  of 
America  no  good  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  Our  only  hope  now  is  that 
his  statement  will  turn  India  and 
Great  Britain  into  neutrals.  This 
may  finally  sober  us  up. 

As  I  travel  about  I  sample  public 
opinion  on  this  war.  I  find  thai 
most  of  the  people  with  some  age 
are  fearful  thai  we  have  bitten  off 
more  than  we  can  chew. 


The  sun  of  God's  love  is 
trying  to  shine  through  the 
clouds    of   fear   and   hate 
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After  Korea,  What? 


THAT  Communist  aggression 
can  be  stopped  with  military 
power  is  a  widely  accepted 
idea.  The  action  of  the  United 
Nations  in  calling  for  armed 
sanctions  against  the  govern- 
ment of  North  Korea  met  with 
acclaim  in  many  lands.  The  as- 
sumption prevails  generally  that 
there  can  be  no  turning  back 
until  South  Korea  is  freed  from 
the  invaders.  In  the  meantime, 
what  is  likely  to  happen?  Let 
me  express  some  convictions  and 
indulge  in  some  prophecies. 

1.  Communist  defiance  of  the 
"Cease  fire!"  order  of  the  United 
Nations  provides  additional  evi- 
dence that  Soviet  leaders  will 
not  moderate  their  policy  as  a 
result  of  external  military 
threat.  Instead  of  backing  down, 
they  are  being  tough  and  in- 
transigent. They  will  not  be- 
come more  conciliatory  as  the 
fighting  becomes  heavier. 

2.  It    appears    probable    that 


Soviet  Russia  will  continue  to 
support  the  Communist  forces  of 
North  Korea  to  the  utmost.  We 
must,  therefore,  anticipate  furi- 
ous battles  in  Korea  between  the 
armed  forces  of  the  United 
States  and  Soviet  Russia. 

3.  Communist  aggression  in 
other  tense  areas  is  likely  to  be- 
come more  extreme,  in  Berlin, 
Indo-China,  Formosa,  Iran,  Iraq, 
Jugoslavia. 

4.  War  fever  will  continue  to 
rise  in  the  United  States  and  in 
other  lands.  Military  control  of 
government  will  become  more 
extreme.  Neither  side  will  feel 
that  it  can  show  weakness  or 
make  a  conciliatory  appeal.  The 
suggestion  that  there  is  an  al- 
ternative to  military  action  will 
be  denounced  as  appeasement. 

5.  The  fighting  in  Korea  may 
go  against  us  and  our  armed 
forces  may  be  driven  back  to 
Japan,  Okinawa  and  the  Philip- 
pines.   In  that  event,  war  pas- 


sions in  the  United  States  would 
mount  to  the  point  of  explosion. 

6.  The  conviction  will  deepen 
and  become  more  widespread 
that  atomic  bombs  must  be  used 
against  Soviet  cities,  strategic 
bases  and  massed  ground  troops. 

7.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Com- 
munist armies  may  be  driven 
from  Korea  deep  into  the  Soviet 
Union.  Military  victory,  how- 
ever, will  not  bring  peace.  Even 
if  we  win  the  Korean  war,  Soviet 
leaders  will  increase  the  tempo 
of  their  revolutionary  activities 
in  many  lands  and  will  speed 
up  preparedness  for  atomic, 
hydrogen  and  bacterial  warfare. 
Everywhere  on  earth  fear  will 
be  deeper,  hatred  more  extreme, 
nerves  more  taut,  and  humanity 
will  face  warlike  situations. 

8.  Soviet  Russia  may  now  pos- 
sess the  hydrogen  bomb  or  may 
be  ready  in  the  near  future  to 
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use  it.  The  confession  of  Klaus 
Fuchs  revealed  the  fact  that  as 
far  back  as  1945  secret  informa- 
tion of  the  utmost  importance 
concerning  the  atomic  bomb  and 
the  hydrogen  bomb  was  passed 
on  to  Soviet  agents. 

9.  If  the  nations  continue  to 
place  their  trust  in  military  ac- 
tion, the  third  world  war  may 
soon  sweep  across  the  earth.  If 
we  continue  to  go  the  military 
way,  our  most  realistic  hope  will 
be  postponement  from  year  to 
year  of  the  obliterating  world 
war.  The  military  way  is  the 
way  of  suicide. 

10.  Surely  it  is  not  the  will  of 
God  that  we  continue  to  travel 
this  way.    This  is  not  the  way 


of  the  Prince  of  Peace;  this  is 
not  the  way  of  the  cross.  All 
this  is  rebellion  against  God  car- 
ried to  the  degree  of  madness. 

11.  The  wisdom  of  man  is  not 
adequate  for  this  crisis.  Nothing 
less  than  "the  foolishness"  of 
God  can  save  us.  Only  the  God 
and  Father  or  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  can  lead  the  nations  into 
the  ways  of  mutual  penitence, 
mutual  concern,  mutual  good- 
will, mutual  co-operation  and 
mutual  trust.  Even  God  cannot 
deliver  us  until  we  turn  to  him 
in  confidence,  in  commitment,  in 
obedience  and  in  faith.  Through 
the  power  of  intercession,  God 
may  be  able  to  reach  the  leaders 
of  the  nations  and  win  them  to 


the  ways  of  peace.  Confessing 
our  own  sins  as  citizens,  and 
confessing  the  sins  of  our  govern- 
ment, let  us  give  ourselves  reso- 
lutely to  intercession  for  our 
leaders  and  for  those  of  Soviet 
Russia. 

12.  Let  us  pray  especially  that 
speedily  the  nations  may  assem- 
ble in  world  conference,  through 
the  United  Nations,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  negotiating  a  universal 
treaty  of  disarmament  and  eco- 
nomic co-operation,  and  the  ex- 
ploration of  other  avenues  of 
peace.  At  the  moment  this  ap- 
pears to  be  only  an  unreal  hope, 
but  that  which  is  impossible  for 
men  may  be  possible  for  God. 
Therefore,  pray  without  ceasing! 


EDITORIAL 


Men   Born  of  Women 

ONE  of  the  highest  tributes 
ever  paid  by  Jesus  to  any 
person  was  that  which  he 
paid  to  his  kinsman  John. 

"Of  all  men  born  of  women," 
he  said  with  real  heartbreak 
when  they  brought  him  word 
of  John's  death,  "none  has  ever 
risen  greater  than  John  the  Bap- 
tist." 

We  do  not  know  as  much 
about  John  as  Jesus  knew.  Je- 
sus and  John  may  have  played 
together  as  boys.  Their  mothers 
visited  together  and  planned  for 
them  even  before  they  were 
born. 

Even  though  we  do  not  know 
as  much  about  John  as  Jesus 
knew  we  do  know  enough  about 
him  to  judge  why  Jesus  placed 
him  among  the  greatest  ever 
born  of  women. 

1.  He  was  willing  to  break 
with  tradition  and  formalism 
when  the  old  practices  had  be- 
come meaningless  and  empty. 
That  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do. 

One  of  our  difficulties  in  the 
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world  today  is  that  government 
heads,  legislators  and  even 
churchmen  all  over  the  world 
find  it  easier  to  go  on  trusting 
the  old  ways  —  power,  arma- 
ments, the  big  stick,  braggadocio 
— than  to  turn  aside  from  these 
things  to  the  saving  avenues  of 
sharing,  world  friendships, 
world  community  and  righteous- 
ness. Our  total  civilization  may 
need  to  tremble  or  even  crumble 
because  there  are  no  world  lead- 
ers with  the  courage  of  a  John. 

John  was  the  forerunner  of  a 
new  order.  He  took  his  commis- 
sion seriously.  He  broke  with 
the  dead  past  and  cleared  the 
highway  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  who  would  bring  a  new 
way,  the  way  of  righteousness 
and  love. 

2.  John  was  willing  to  place 
personal  honor  and  achievement 
secondary  to  the  causes  of  the 
kingdom  which  he  represented. 
He  was  a  priest  by  inheritance. 
His  was  the  right  to  lead  the 
temple  services  and  to  have  all 
men  do  him  honor.  He  could 
have  worn  the  colorful  priestly 
robes    of   his    father;    he    could 


have  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
festival  processions  appearing 
very  distinguished  in  his  high 
priestly  hat  and  with  tinkling 
bells  on  his  garments.  He  could 
have  become  rich  in  the  dishon- 
esties of  the  priestly  sacrifices. 

But  he  chose  rather  to  pass 
all  of  that  by,  to  dress  himself 
in  skins  and  to  preach  a  hard 
message.  Instead  of  a  temple  he 
chose  a  rock  for  a  pulpit  and 
the  arching  tree  branches  for  a 
church.  He  loved  the  kingdom 
he  proclaimed  more  than  he 
loved  any  other  thing;  he  gave 
up  everything  for  it,  eventually 
even  his  own  life. 

3.  John  had  a  continuing  hu- 
mility. Not  only  was  he  willing 
to  forego  his  priestly  inheritance 
and  his  comfortable  spot  in  Je- 
rusalem, but  in  addition  he  pres- 
ently gave  up  even  his  pulpit 
rock  and  his  place  as  a  voice 
which  cried  out  in  the  wilder- 
ness. 

All  along  he  had  said,  "A 
greater  than  I  is  to  come.  He 
must  increase.  I  must  decrease." 
And  when  this  greater  One  came 
John  cheerfully  turned  over  to 


Jesus  his  audience,  even  his  inti- 
mate disciples. 

Surely  that  was  not  easy. 
But  John  had  the  kind  of  hu- 
mility and  the  kind  of  love 
for  Christ  which  made  it  pos- 
sible. Is  it  any  wonder  that  Je- 
sus said  of  him,  "Of  all  men  born 
of  women  there  has  never  arisen 
a  greater  than  John"? 

We  need  some  Johns  today; 
Jesus  needs  them;  the  world 
needs  them.  Where  can  they  be 
found?  Should  not  the  Brethren 
produce  some  Johns?  d.w.b. 

The  Place  to  Begin 

WHEN  we  first  began  to 
look  for  Korea  on  the 
map,  to  put  our  fingers 
on  that  fateful  38th  parallel, 
most  of  us  knew  little  about  the 
country.  We  were  shocked  into 
discovering  that  the  conflict  be- 
tween East  and  West  had  cut 
that  peninsula  in  two — but  there 
the  directions  were  north  and 
south.  At  first  it  looked  like  a 
clear  case  of  "unprovoked  agres- 
sion," to  use  one  diplomat's 
words.  Our  President  seemed  to 
have  the  backing  of  most  of  the 
United  Nations  for  jumping  to 
do  what  was  later  approved  of- 
ficially. It  appeared  to  be  time 
that  somebody  at  last  said  to  the 
Communists,  "Thus  far,  and  no 
farther"  —  meaning  the  38th 
parallel. 

But  several  days  have  passed 
and  the  case  is  not  so  clear.  The 
government  of  India  has  offered 
to  mediate  the  dispute,  remind- 
ing the  contenders  that  her  rep- 
resentatives never  approved  of 
the  partition  of  Korea  when  it 
happened  two  years  ago.  Some 
distinguished  voices  have  been 
raised  to  suggest  that  the  United 
States  must  take  part  of  the 
blame — though  their  reasons  dif- 
fer widely.  Congressman  Walter 
Judd,  a  former  missionary, 
blamed  the  crisis  on  America's 
failure  to  back  up  her  friends 
in  the  Far  East.  Kirby  Page  (see 
his  article  in  this  issue)  fears 
that  we  may  have  precipitated 


a  world  war  that  may  lead  to 
suicide. 

Although  Christians  may  still 
be  confused  by  conflicting  re- 
ports as  to  who  must  be  blamed, 
there  is  a  place  where  Christians 
can  begin,  and  that  is  by  repent- 
ing before  God  for  our  own  share 
in  the  causes  of  conflict.  We  usu- 
ally react  like  small  children, 
pointing  to  the  worst  offender 
and  saying,  "He's  more  to  blame 
than  we  are — we  won't  say  we're 
sorry  unless  he  does."  It  is  hard- 
er, but  more  like  Christ's  people, 
to  look  at  our  weaknesses,  our 
failures  in  brotherhood,  our  lack 
of  love  —  and  to  repent. 

Not  after  the  conflict  has  swol- 
len to  the  proportions  of  catas- 
trophe, but  now,  while  there  is 
still  time,  we  must  repent. 

Not  after  the  terrible  blight  of 


total  war  has  reached  our  homes 
and  destroyed  our  churches,  but 
now,  while  we  have  them  in 
which  to  pray,  we  must  repent. 

Only  sincere  repentance  can 
start  the  chain  reaction  of  spirit- 
ual forces  which  may  halt  the 
drive  toward  war.  Only  repent- 
ance for  America's  part  (even 
if  it  be  a  minor  part)  in  causing 
the  conflict  can  give  her  the 
moral  leadership  to  match  her 
material  resources. 

These  are  confusing  days,  and 
a  Christian  may  find  it  difficult 
to  see  a  constructive  alternative 
to  the  way  we  have  taken  in 
Korea.  But  there  is  a  place  to 
begin.  We  can  repent.  We  can 
pray.  We  can  spend  ourselves 
for  the  suffering  and  the  hurt 
on  each  side  of  every  parallel. 

K.M. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Desmond  W.  Bittinger 


The  Boy  From  Korea 

A  YOUNG  man  from  Korea  was 
speaking.  As  I  listened  to  him 
I  thought  he  might  also  have 
been  from  some  part  of  Africa,  from 
China,  or  from  any  one  of  a  great 
number  of  island  or  continental 
places  in  the  world.  His  words  ran 
about  like  this: 

"They  call  me  one  of  the  'little 
people'  of  the  world.  I  have  never 
understood  why  they  call  me  that.  I 
stand  taller  than  many  of  the  'big 
people'  of  the  world  and  I  am  ac- 
customed to  working  longer  and 
harder  hours.  Moreover,  my  country 
is  very  ancient  and  its  civilization  is 
old.  Perhaps  it  is  the  fact  that  we 
are  fewer  in  number  than  are  the 
people  of  some  of  the  'great  coun- 
tries' which  causes  them  to  call  us 
the  'little  people'  of  the  world. 

"But  whether  we  are  little  or  big 
we  are  the  same  as  all  people 
everywhere  in  that  we  have  an 
eager  yearning  to  be  free.  For  a 
long  time  we  had  hopes  that  the 
day  was  about  to  dawn  when  we 
could  at  last  govern  ourselves,  that 
our  long  oppression  by  'foreigners' 
was  about  to  end.  Some  of  our 
neighbors,  such  as  India,  seem  to 
have  achieved  that  goal  or  to  be  on 
the  highway  toward  it. 

"Our  hopes  are  subsiding,  how- 
ever. It  seems  to  us  that  there  are 
two     colossal     groups     of     people. 


headed  by  Russia  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  United  States  on  the  other, 
who  feel  that  in  order  to  protect 
themselves  they  must  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  all  the  other 
peoples  of  the  world. 

"We  feel  ourselves  being  caught 
between  these  two  millstones.  It  is 
called  a  civil  war  in  our  country 
now,  but  American  planes  are  being 
shot  down  by  Russian  guns  and  vice 
versa. 

"What  about  my  people,  the 
Koreans?  What  will  be  our  status 
regardless  of  which  side  wins  in  this 
'civil  war'?  When  can  we  be  free 
from  domination  by  people  from  far 
away  who  do  not  understand  us  or 
our  problems? 

"A  long  time  ago  Christianity  was 
taught  to  us.  Many  of  us  believe  il 
and  have  faith  in  its  teachings.  We 
think  that  if  those  who  taught 
Christianity  to  us  would  live  by  its 
principles  and  would  allow  us  tc 
do  the  same,  we  could  get  back: 
again   on   the   highway   to    freedom. 

"We  see  no  other  way  for  con- 
tinuing freedom  either  for  us  or  for 
our  former  teachers.  Let  us  learn  to 
be  brothers,  not  enemies." 

The  Korean  boy  made  a  good 
speech.  I  did  not  ask  him  whether 
he  was  from  North  Korea  or  from 
South  Korea.  After  his  speech,  that 
did  not  seem  to  matter. 
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The  power  to  face  life  with  confidence  comes  from  an  inner 
poise  that  depends  upon  a  close  fellowship  with  the  Master 


A 

Door 

to 

Inner 


Wilbur  M.  Bantz 

Pastor,   Decatur,   Illinois 
Photo  by  Gary  Wagner  from  Monkmeyer 


MANY  of  us  are  in  search  of 
an  inner  peace  which  we 
do  not  possess.  The  late 
Rabbi  Liebman  wrote  a  book 
entitled  Peace  of  Mind;  after 
three  years  it  is  still  among  the 
best  sellers.  Norman  Vincent 
Peale  in  his  book,  Guide  to  Con- 
fident Living,  indicates  that 
newsstands  are  selling  more 
magazines  which  aim  at  self-im- 
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provement  and  inner  happiness 
than  all  other.  There  are  some 
who  attribute  the  great  indul- 
gences of  the  American  people  in 
tobacco  and  alcohol  to  a  deep 
hunger  and  thirst  for  an  inner 
contentment.  Man  is  in  search  of 
inner  peace.  What  is  the  door 
that  opens  to  it? 

Let  us  understand  at  once,  that 
peace  of  mind  is  not  found  by 
seeking  for  it.  One  does  not 
come  upon  it  like  a  buried  treas- 


ure or  the  purchase  of  a  new  car. 
Rather  it  is  the  fruit  or  product 
of  the  way  we  think  and  the 
things  we  do.  "Keep  thy  heart 
with  all  diligence,"  said  the  wise 
man,  "for  out  of  it  are  the  issues 
of  life."  We  are  the  keeper;  we 
open  or  close  the  door  of  the 
heart  to  the  thoughts  and  prin- 
ciples that  make  for  inner  peace. 
Three  things  can  be  said  about 
the  way  we  keep  that  door. 
First,  it  is  certain,  that  the  door 


re 


He 


must  be  kept  closed  to  wrong 
attitudes,  vicious  imaginations, 
jealous  and  suspicious  thinking. 
These  things  are  registered  on 
the  very  countenance,  and  al- 
lowed to  linger  will  bring  one 
to  sin. 

It  is  my  own  personal  testi- 
mony that  when  jealous  feelings, 
resentment  of  another,  the 
thought  that  no  one  loves  me  or 
cares  for  me  are  allowed  to 
linger  in  my  mind,  my  sense  of 
inner  peace  is  most  disturbed; 
and  in  this  state  things  can  be 
done  or  said  which  afterwards 
are  deeply  regretted.  But  that 
does  not  leave  us  hopeless.  A 
great  fact  of  life  is  this:  we  can 
manage  them. 

Keep  the  mind  closed  to  those 
things  that  disturb  our  inner 
peace  but  open  it  to  those  things 
that  make  for  poise  and  happi- 
ness. "Set  your  mind  on  things 
that  are  above  .  .  .  ,"  said  Paul. 
"Put  on  then,  as  God's  chosen 
ones,  holy  and  beloved,  compas- 
sion, kindness,  lowliness,  meek- 
ness, and  patience,  forbearing 
one  another  and  .  .  .  forgiving 
each  other;  as  the  Lord  has  for- 
given you.  .  .  .  And  let  the  peace 
of  Christ  rule  in  your  hearts" 
(R.S.V.) 

Again,  let  it  be  noted  that 
there  is  great  peace  for  the  soul, 
which  grows  out  of  a  sense  of 
well-being,  the  product  of  well- 
doing. My  heart  was  thrilled  not 
long  ago  when  one  related  to  me 
the  great  satisfaction  of  his 
heart,  as  now  he  turned  his  earn- 
ings into  usefulness  and  helpful- 
ness to  the  members  of  his  own 
family,  rather  than  into  wasteful 
and  sinful  indulgences.  He  was 
enjoying  the  peace  of  mind,  the 
fruit  of  well-doing,  and  a  sense 
of  well-being.  Have  you  ever 
come  to  the  close  of  a  day,  with 
the  deep  satisfaction  of  a  day 
well  spent,  and  with  no  feelings 
of  regret?  If  so,  then  you  experi- 
ence the  truth  in  God's  state- 
ment to  Cain,  "If  your  heart  is 
honest,  you  will  surely  look 
bright."  Such  is  the  door  to 
inner  peace. 


Peace  is  also  experienced  when 
one  loses  himself  in  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  others.  "Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper?"  Cain 
asked.  The  centuries  answer 
that  we  are.  The  heart  of  reli- 
gion is  to  love  God  with  all  that 
you  are,  and  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.  The  time  has  come, 
with  weapons  such  as  the 
A-bomb,  the  H-bomb  and  deadly 
germs,  that  we  either  love  or 
perish.  There  is  no  peace'within 
or  without  when  we  blindly  and 
selfishly  satisfy  our  lusts,  irre- 
gardless  of  what  it  does  to  our 
fellow  men.  The  good  Samaritan 
who  helped  the  wounded  man, 
taking  him  to  the  inn  and  caring 
for  him,  had  more  joy  and  peace 
of  mind  than  the  priest  or  Le- 
vite,  who  showed  no  mercy.  The 
greatest  people  I  know  are  those 
who  have  lost  sight  of  them- 
selves in  the  interest  of  the  high- 
est welfare  of  others. 

Right  thoughts  and  attitudes, 
a  sense  of  well-being,  and  the 
loss  of  one's  self  in  the  interest 
of  others,  these  make  for  inner 
peace.  From  these  grow  inner 
poise  and  power.  All  of  these  are 
realized  in  Christ.  When  we 
fully  give  ourselves  to  Christ, 
his  thoughts,  principles  and  way 
of  life  become  realities  in  our 
hearts.  So  he  speaks,  "Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give 
unto  you:  not  as  the  world  giv- 
eth,  give  I  unto  you." 

Jesus  stands  at  the  door  of 
your  heart,  waiting  for  you  to 
open  the  door.  "If  any  man  hear 
my  voice  and  open  the  door,  I 
will  come  unto  him,  and  will  sup 
with  him,  and  he  with  me."  Out 
of  that  fellowship  will  grow  the 
fruit  of  inner  peace. 


The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love, 
joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness, 
self-control,  against  such  there  is 
no  law.  ...  If  we  live  by  the 
Spirit  let  us  also  walk  by  the 
Spirit.  Let  us  have  no  self-conceit, 
no  provoking  of  one  another,  no 
envy  of  one  another  (Gal.  5:  22-23, 
25-26). 


God  in  Us 

Henry    O.    Bryan 

Portland,  Maine 

WHEN  God  made  man  he 
endowed  him  with  two 
characteristics  —  the 
brain  and  the  heart.  These  two 
were  meant  to  work  together  for 
good.  It  appears  that  in  this  day 
the  brain  has  overcome  the  heart 
and,  as  a  result,  there  is  much 
of  greed,  hate,  adultery,  murder, 
war  and  more  war,  fear  and 
pride.  These  are  indications  of 
evils  similar  to  those  existing 
when  God  sent  his  Son  to  be 
the  Savior  of  the  world. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  Christ 
knew  that  God  was  with  him 
so  that  he  could  do  anything  that 
was  good.  "The  words  that  I 
speak  unto  you,  I  speak  not 
myself  but  the  Father,  that 
dwelleth  in  me,  he  doeth  the 
works."  Christ  is  telling  us  that 
if  we  believe  that  God  dwells  in 
his  (Christ's)  heart,  then  God 
also  will  dwell  in  us. 

If  we  could  teach  people  that 
God  dwells  within  them  and  is 
able  and  willing  to  help  them  do 
good  works,  then  there  would  be 
great  changes  taking  place  in 
this  world.  Christ  said  we  could 
do  greater  works  than  he  if  we 
tried.  Christian  people  should 
get  their  minds  centered  on  God 
and  really  believe  that  the  things 
that  Christ  said  about  the  Father 
living  in  him  and  he  in  us  were 
meant  for  us.  Thus  much  good 
would  be  done. 

This  belief  in  God's  help  and 
presence  would  furnish  the 
power  and  will  for  our  men  in 
government  to  do  the  right 
things — if  they  would  only  allow 
it  to  operate.  It  would  help 
ministers  to  speak  frankly  and 
simply  of  Christ's  coming  and 
of  his  love  for  his  children.  It 
would  help  all  of  us  to  live  as 
brothers.  It  would  help  us  to 
grow  in  our  understanding  of 
God  and  of  his  will  for  our  lives. 
Then  we  would  do  good. 
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When  a  young  couple  stand  at  the  altar 
they    have    taken    only    one    step    toward 


Becoming  One  Spirit 


■i 


THE  other  evening  a  lovely 
lady  and  a  handsome  young 
man  with  that  certain  look 
that  showed  they  were  thrilled 
to  their  toes  stood  before  the 
altar  and  said,  "I  do."  Had  they 
reached  the  top  or  was  this 
merely  an  important  step  on  the 
way  to  the  top?  It  depends  upon 
how  interested  these  two  are  in 
really  becoming  one. 

This  becoming  one  is  not 
something  that  automatically 
happens.  If  we  approach  the 
problem  intelligently  and  realis- 
tically, greater  joys  and  happi- 
ness await  us  than  we  dared 
dream  of  at  the  time  of  marriage. 
Have  you  ever  heard  persons 
who  have  been  married  for  some 
years  say  they  were  not  in  love 
at  the  time  of  their  marriage? 
They  mean  their  present  experi- 
ence is  so  much  more  glorious 
than  the  love  they  knew  when 
they  were  first  married  that 
there  is  no  comparison  between 
the  two.  Such  people  have  been 
growing  in  their  love  and  rela- 
tionship to  each  other. 

Joseph  Fort  Newton  has  said, 
"Marriage  becomes  a  living  sac- 
rament for  those  who  not  only 
live  together  but  who  grow  to- 
gether." Life  before  marriage  is 
a  development  of  one's  self — an 
emphasis  upon  "I,"  "me,"  "my," 
and  "mine."  This  is  good,  for  an 
underdeveloped  personality  is 
a  poor  marriage  risk.  After 
marriage,  however,  these  two 
persons  must  develop  a  "we" 
consciousness  with  emphasis  up- 
on "we,"  "us"  and  "our." 

The  other  evening  we  were  in 
a  home  where  growth  in  the 
"we"  consciousness  was   appar- 


DeWitt  L.  and  Mary  Miller 

Washington,   D.   C. 


ent  as  evidenced  by  the  interest 
the  husband  and  wife  manifest 
in  each  other's  work.  Several 
times  during  the  evening  the 
wife  asked  the  husband  to  relate 
incidents  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  course  of  the  day's  activi- 
ties. He  likewise  showed  an  ac- 
tive concern  and  a  sense  of  pride 
in  the  home  redecoration  proj- 
ects in  which  his  wife  was 
currently  engaged.  It  was  clear- 
ly manifest  that  although  they 
were  separated  from  early 
morning  until  late  evening,  they 
shared  completely  the  day's  ex- 
periences with  each  other.  None 
of  it  was  "his"  work  or  "her" 
work  but  all  of  it  was  "our" 
work. 
Another    important    area    of 


sharing  is  that  of  leisure-time 
activities.  Among  our  friends  is 
a  very  delightful  couple  whc 
experience  some  difficulty  ir. 
sharing  life  at  this  point.  Hij 
chief  interest  is  in  the  field  oJ 
competitive  sports  while  hers  is 
in  the  field  of  drama  and  music 
Both  are  bored  if  they  find  i1 
necessary  to  share  the  leisure 
time  activities  of  the  other.  An 
other  husband  likes  the  sport: 
of  field,  forest  and  stream  whild 
his  wife  enjoys  a  stay  at  some 
fashionable  resort.  Perhaps  il 
will  be  impossible  to  find  twc 
people  who  will  enjoy  all  thing: 
equally  but  in  the  interest  oi 
developing  a  "we"  consciousness 
there  needs  to  be  some  give  and 
take  at  this  point  so  that  life 
may  be  shared  in  this  important 
area  and  that  it  might  contribute 
to  the  maturing  of  the  marriage 
relationship. 


J 


"If  you  are  real- 
ly in  love  with 
Dinny,  as  I  see 
you  are,  and  as 
I  know  her  to  be 
with  you,  then 
stand  fast.  .  .  . 
I  believe  that 
she  is  one  of 
those  of  whom 
it  is  not  yet  writ- 
ten, 'and  they 
twain  shall  be 
one  spirit.' " — 
(Flowering  Wil- 
derness) 
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If  there  is  to  be  happiness  in 
narriage,  there  must  be  a  com- 
pete sharing  in  the  financial 
iffairs  of  the  home.  Very  often 
ve  are  as  immature  as  the  child 
vho  wants  everything  he  sees 
n  the  dime  store  and  spends 
lis  money  indiscriminately.  We 
nust  learn  to  say  "no"  when 
;empted  to  buy  a  new  hat,  a 
riece  of  farm  machinery,  a  book, 
i  tie,  or  anything  be  it  a  one 
lollar  or  a  thousand  dollar  item 
f  it  has  not  previously  been  dis- 
:ussed  and  decided  upon  togeth- 
;r.  Only  as  all  members  of  the 
'amily  share  complete  knowl- 
edge regarding  family  income 
ind  expenditures  can  there  be 
i  mature  relationship  in  this  im- 
jortant  area  of  life. 

To  be  sure,  even  in  the  most 
deal  relationships,  some  ten- 
sions occur.  No  two  people  can 
:ome  together  in  marriage  with- 
)ut  bringing  to  it  different  hab- 
ts,  mannerisms  and  patterns  of 
Dehavior.  One  will  leave  a  dirty 
:ing  in  the  bathtub,  another  will 
eave  the  cap  off  the  tooth  paste 
md  there  are  a  thousand  and 
)ne  other  things,  some  important 
md  some  not,  which  give  rise 
;o  very  childish  emotions  and 
/ery  immature  behavior.  To 
Dring  these  out  into  the  open, 
'ace  them  frankly  and  decide 
;ogether  how  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem is  to  be  grown  up  in  the 
family  relationship.  At  this 
point  humor  can  be  a  very  sav- 
ng  grace.  One  couple  used  to 
•vrite  clever  little  notes  to  each 
)ther.  The  husband  would  find 
>ne  pinned  to  his  pajamas  which 
ie  had  left  lying  in  the  middle 
>f  the  floor  and  she  would  find 
>ne  lying  on  top  of  the  dirty 
'ishes  left  in  the  kitchen  sink. 

Duvall  and  Hill  list  the  f  ollow- 
ng  conciliatory  devices  as  tech- 
dques  with  which  each  couple 
hould  be  familiar:  (1)  humor 
wists,  such  as  punning,  kidding, 
lfantilisms;      (2)      storytelling; 

3)  compliments    and    flattery; 

4)  tension-dispelling  devices 
ach  as  walking,  crying;  (5)  ap- 
eals    to    past    history    of    the 


IF    WE    FAIL 

OFTEN  a  pastor  is  asked, 
"Why  doesn't  John  Doe 
give  more  to  the  church? 
You  ought  to  talk  to  him."  That 
is  an  honest  question,  but  the 
pastor  is  tempted  to  ask:  "Why 
are  you  concerned  about  the 
amount  Bro.  Doe  gives?  Surely 
it  is  because  you  want  him  to 
experience  the  joys  of  one  who 
is  a  Christian  steward  of  God's 
blessings.  If  you're  giving  what 
the  Lord  requires  of  you,  then 
you  should  rightly  be  a  good 
stewardship  evangelist  to  John 
Doe.  Tell  him  the  joy  you  ex- 
perience in  giving  to  the  Lord. 
Tell  him  about  the  work  of 
James  Bowman  in  Africa.  Speak 
to  him  of  the  great  home  mis- 
sion opportunities  in  Seattle, 
Washington." 

But  let  us  be  honest.  We  nev- 
er increase  support  for  the 
Lord's  work  by  waiting  until 
John  Doe  has  done  his  share. 
There  is  only  one  way;  we  must 
give  not  only  our  share  but  also 
make  up  for  Bro.  Doe's  failure. 
Jesus  Christ  does  not  ask  us 
whether  we  have  done  our  share 
before  he  sends  his  many  bless- 


Paul  S.  Hersch 

Modesto,  California 

ings.  He  knows  we  haven't  mer- 
ited his  grace,  but  he  does  not 
withhold  from  us  nevertheless. 

Let  us  look  at  the  glory  of 
the  kingdom  and  give  as  if  our 
very  lives  depended  upon  our 
giving.  We  must  look  also  at 
the  migrant  children  in  Modesto, 
Calif.,  who  are  learning  right  and 
wrong  from  Eugene  Palsgrove, 
a  Brethren  Service  representa- 
tive. Let's  not  miss  seeing  the 
teeming  thousands  in  Los  An- 
geles County  and,  there  in  bold 
relief,  our  San  Fernando  church, 
bursting  her  walls  because  we 
Brethren  would  not  concede  the 
day  to  Hollywood's  influence.. 
Let  our  minds  fasten  upon  Beth- 
any Seminary's  great  program* 
of  training  ministers  and  mis- 
sionaries. 

Our  Brotherhood  Fund  budget 
is  the  measure  of  our  commit- ' 
ment  of  financial  resources  to 
Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  determine 
to  give  liberally  to  keep  our  wit- 
ness strong.  Let  us  give,  re- 
membering that  men  and  wom- 
en must  fall  back  from  the  front 
lines  in  the  battle  with  evil  if 
we  fail  them. 


relationship,  displacing  hostility 
onto  a  pet  peeve  common  to 
both;  (6)  apologies,  resolutions 
to  improve,  statements  of  plans 
for  the  future,  etc. 

A  great  minister  once  said, 
"Marriage  can  be  holy  wedlock 
or  unholy  deadlock  —  depending 
upon  whether  life  is  outgoing  or 
ingrowing."  Therefore,  religion 
can  play  a  vital  part  in  the  ma- 
turing of  the  relationship  of  hus- 
bands and  wives.  Spiritual 
maturity  is  the  growing  out  of 
selfhood  into  kingdomhood  in 
which  the  Golden  Rule  operates, 
where  consideration  of  the  feel- 
ing and  desires  of  others  be- 
comes paramount,  where  a  con- 
cern for  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  others  is  of  greater 
concern  than  that  of  one's  own. 


Persons  in  whom  the  kingdom 
of  God  abides  will  be  capable 
of  making  others  happy  and  will 
thereby  realize  their  own  great- 
est happiness.  A  husband  and 
wife  who  have  such  a  spirit  will 
enter  enthusiastically  and  com- 
pletely into  the  deepest  feelings 
of  each  other. 

"Grant  thou  thy  help  to  keep  in- 
violate their  vows; 

Endow     them     with     the     noble 
power  to  give  and  take 

The  grace  of  'yieldingness' — the 
will  to  seek 

Each  in  the  other's  self,  self's  per- 
fect compliment; 

So  may  they  come  to  know  the 
meaning  of  the  word 

He  spoke,  who  said,   'They  two 
shall  be  as  one.'  " 

Charles  Carroll  Albertson 
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Brethren  Becoming   MW/7/"  Minded 


INCREASING  taxation  and 
changing  tax  rules  give  new 
importance  to  making  wills 
and  keeping  them  up  to  date. 
Middle-aged  people  of  modest 
means  are  now  making  wills.  In 
the  past  many  good-intentioned 
people  failed  to  make  a  will  and 
caused  much  extra  expense  and 
difficulty  to  their  surviving  loved 
ones.  The  law  offers  ways  and 
means  of  saving  taxes,  estate 
expenses  and  trouble.  Christian 
people  do  not  evade  legitimate 
taxes  but  want  to  avail  them- 
selves of  legal  tax  exemptions 
and  avoid  unnecessary  expense. 

The  Bible  speaks  much  of  the  will 

Jesus  often  talked  about  the 
will  of  our  heavenly  Father.  He 
spoke  of  it  in  the  singular  for 
to  him  there  was  only  one  will, 
the  will  of  God.  "Thy  will  be 
done,  as  in  heaven,  so  on  earth" 
(Matt.  6:10). 

The  earnest  plea  of  Jesus  is 
restated  by  John,  "Love  not  the 
world,  neither  the  things  that 
are  in  the  world,  .  .  .  the  world 
passeth  away,  and  the  lust  there- 
of; but  he  that  doeth  the  will 
of  God  abideth  forever"  (1  John 
15:17). 

Our  wills,  prepared  in  legal 
form,  should  reflect  our  best  un- 
derstanding of  the  will  of  God 
for  our  material  possessions. 

Have  you  remembered  the  church 
in  your  will? 

Each  year  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  and  other  church 
institutions  are  recipients  of  be- 
quests and  lapsed  annuity  mon- 
ey. The  General  Brotherhood 
Board  received  in  1949,  $33,980; 
in  1950,  $73,225.  The  church  re- 
members the  names  Miller,  Gish, 
Oiler,  Calvert,  Ulrey,  Neher, 
Rhodes,  Harshbarger,  Witmer, 
Lehmer,  Fahnestock  and  others 
whose  possessions  have  done  so 
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H.  Spenser  Minnich 

Financial  Representative 


much  good  through  the  church 
because  of  provisions  from  their 
estates.  Will  your  resources  ac- 
complish a  similar  good  through 
the  church? 

The  practice  of  making  a  be- 
quest to  the  church  is  on  the 
increase,  but  should  be  more 
widespread.  There  is  a  general 
attitude  that  only  the  aged  and 
wealthy  members  should  re- 
member the  church  in  their 
wills.  There  are  literally  thou- 
sands of  members  who  ought  to 
make  a  church  bequest  even 
though  it  be  for  not  more  than 
$1,000  or  even  less. 

Women  have  "will"  power 

1.  Women  own  more  than  sev- 
enty per  cent  of  the  wealth  of 
this  country. 

2.  They  own  more  than  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  stock  in  industrial 
corporations. 

3.  They  own  forty  per  cent  of 
the  real  estate. 

4.  They  are  beneficiaries  of 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  life 
insurance. 

Women  lead  the  men  in  devo- 
tion and  spiritual  interest.  The 
church  looks  to  her  women  to 
make  wills,  writing  clauses  in 
favor  of  the  world-wide  work 
of  the  church.  Incidentally,  it  is 
a  known  fact  that  they  often 
influence  others  toward  larger 
benevolences. 

The  state  protects  our  wills 

In  America  we  are  granted 
freedom  of  worship  and  freedom 
to  use  our  money  in  the  support 
of  the  church  and  Christian  in- 
stitutions. Death  need  not  bring 
to  an  end  the  good  done  through 
use  of  money.  It  is  marvelous 
to  know  that  in  a  legal  manner 
we  can  record  our  wishes  regard- 
ing the  use  of  money  and  the 


state  takes  great  care  to  see  thai 
our  "will"  is  fulfilled.  For  Chris 
tians  who  love  and  serve  the 
church  through  life,  it  is  only 
natural  that  they  should  wish 
to  remember  the  church  in  then 
last  wills  and  testaments.  None 
of  your  possessions  will  benefil 
the  church  if  the  state  makes 
the  distribution  in  the  absence 
of  a  will. 

Is  it  difficult  to  write  a  will? 

A  will  is  a  simple  documenl 
but  to  fulfill  with  certainty  the 
testator's  wishes  it  must  b< 
drawn  correctly.  Each  state  has 
laws  governing  wills.  Manj 
questions  arise,  such  as:  Wha 
witnesses  must  see  you  sign  it' 
How  much  is  husband  or  wift 
entitled  to  by  law  regardless  o: 
a  will?  What  proportion  maj 
you  give  to  charity?  Is  a  death 
bed  will  valid?  Who  should  bt 
executor?  Under  what  situa 
tions  are  inheritance  and  estat< 
taxes  assessed? 

These  are  only  a  few  of  th< 
vital  questions  you  will  want  tc 
ask  when  you  make  your  will 
It  is  important  to  get  good  lega 
help.  The  board  through  its  fiJ 
nancial  representative  offers  helj 
in  thinking  through  your  estat< 
problems.  Sometimes  your  be 
nevolent  program  can  be  fuL 
filled  better  by  some  procedure 
apart  from  a  will.  The  board'; 
counsel  is  offered  freely  anc 
without  high  pressure  as  to  wha 
and  how  you  should  give. 

A  clause  in  recognition  of  God 

Since  your  will  is  your  las 
legal  document  would  you  lib 
in  it  to  testify  to  your  faith' 
We  quote  two  examples: 

Because  I  have  no  children  anc 
because  of  my  love  for  my  owi 
church  which  did  so  much  for  me 
this  my  last  will  is  thus  made,  im 
chief  desire  being  that  my  wif< 
and  church  shall  be  the  benefici 
aries  (paragraph  in  J.  E.  Miller' 
will). 


I  earnestly  request  my  family 
that  you  fail  not  to  give  the  Lord 
his  portion  of  your  income  (from 
a  Pennsylvania  brother's  will). 

Treasures  in  heaven 

It  is  a  command  of  our  Lord 
that  we  lay  up  treasures  for  self, 
not  on  earth,  but  in  heaven.  The 
consequences  of  our  earthly  life 
will  be  sweet  when  we  can  feel 


divine  approval,  "Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant, 
.  .  .  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord,"  instead  of  a  'divine 
disapproval,  "Thou  wicked  and 
slothful  servant  .  .  ."  (Matt.  25) . 
Now  is  the  time  to  make  cer- 
tain that  you  have  a  satisfying 
deposit  in  heaven's  treasure 
chest. 


JlaM&iete  Ut  a  Wotld  Qield 


S.  S.  Blough 

Greenville,   Ohio 


WHEN  Jesus  left  his  dis- 
ciples he  gave  them  a 
world  field.  They  re- 
ceived his  commission  and  be- 
gan to  spread  his  gospel  as  soon 
as  they  had  received  the  prom- 
ised Holy  Spirit.  They  could  not 
envision  the  entire  field,  but 
they  felt  that  they  must  work  it 
as  quickly  as  possible,  for  his 
commission  was  urgent. 

Doubtless  they  remembered 
that  when  he  had  sent  out  the 
seventy  on  a  preliminary  teach- 
ing mission  he  had  said,  "Pray 
ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that 
he  send  forth  laborers  into  his 
harvest."  He  saw  great  need  in 
the  world  field.  This  need  is 
determined  by  the  size  of  the 
field  and  the  ready  harvest.  But 
is  not  the  Lord  every  ready  to 
send,  and  does  he  not  send 
through  the  church? 

He  is  interested  in  sending 
those  who  know  his  gospel  and 
are  ready  to  teach  it.  He  does 
not  expect  those  sent  to  be  con- 
cerned only  in  the  social  gospel. 
He  will  not  be  satisfied  with  only 
teaching  folks  to  play  and  work 
together  peaceably.  He  wants 
them  to  preach  a  saving  gos- 
pel and  the  observance  of  the 
ordinances.  He  ever  taught  a 
complete  conversion  of  those  re- 
ceiving the  gospel.  He  has  given 
various  ordinances  and  doctrines 


which  are  to  be  taught  and  ob- 
served. Sowing  and  reaping  in 
world  fields  are  serious  under- 
takings, and  must  be  according 
to  his  will. 

In  this  world  field  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  taken  its 
place.  Are  we  measuring  up  to 
the  situation?  Much  emphasis 
has  been  placed  on  giving  so 
that  laborers  can  be  sent.  This 
is  right  and  important,  but  God 
did  not  expect  the  church  in 
Antioch  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
more  fields  than  could  be  proper- 
ly occupied  and  taught.  Neither 
does  he  expect  this  from  any 
church  today. 

Sufficient  emphasis  must  be 
placed  on  preparing  competent 
workers  that  we  may  fill  the 
need  in  properly  authorized 
fields.  How  much  are  we  pray- 
ing for  these  workers,  and  how 
interested  are  we  to  see  that 
they  shall  be  faithful  to  the  gos- 
pel? Is  evangelization  the  im- 
portant part  of  our  work  that  it 
should  be?  Service  for  a  needy 
world  is  fine,  and  God  commends 
it,  but  it  should  be  only  the  out- 
come of  thoroughly  consecrated 
lives,  loyal  to  a  whole  gospel. 
After  all,  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  cannot  cover  the  entire 
field,  no  matter  how  needy  it 
may  be. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  faith- 


ful have  we  been?  Have  we 
given  all  we  can?  There  should 
be  a  true  loyalty  as  the  basis  of 
all  our  work  at  home  and  abroad. 
Then  the  Lord  can  prosper  the 
work,  and  there  will  be  a  willing 
response  on  the  part  of  all.  Then 
the  heavenly  Father  will  sanc- 
tion and  bless  the  laborers  in 
whatever  field  they  may  serve. 

But  we  are  to  be  interested 
not  only  in  the  sending.  The 
workers  in  the  home  and  foreign 
fields  need  the  prayers  of  the 
church  members.  The  knowl- 
edge that  they  are  being  remem- 
bered in  prayer  helps  to  lighten 
the  burdens  which  often  arte 
heavy.  As  the  Lord  is  interested 
in  the  workers  in  action,  so 
should  all  fellow  workmen  be  in- 
terested in  one  another.  Does 
not  Jesus  imply  that  interest  in 
laborers  should  be  continuous? 

And  what  about  those  faith- 
ful laborers  who  by  reason  of 
age  or  infirmity  have  retired 
from  active  full-time  service? 
Shall  we  forget  about  them? 
The  Lord  is  still  interested  in 
their  welfare.  They  will  be  hap- 
py to  render  service  as  they  are 
able,  and  in  this  will  need  the 
prayers  of  God's  people.  Often 
the  opportunity  to  lay  up  for  the 
period  after  retirement  has  been 
meager.  Shall  we  forget  that 
faithful  laborers  still  need 
prayers  and  encouragement  aft- 
er retirement  as  much  as  before? 
Our  loyalty  for  them  should  not 
fail.  Pray,  therefore,  that  the 
Lord  may  send  blessings  upon 
faithful  laborers  even  to  the  end. 


These  are  some  things  the  Bible 
says  to  the  churches:  Accept  your 
community  as  your  parish  .  .  . 
Identify  yourself  with  all  the  peo- 
ple in  the  community  .  .  .  Repre- 
sent your  gospel  .  .  .  Practice  a 
godly  realism  .  . .  Get  a  new  mind 
and  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness.  —  Fred 
Wetzel. 


AUGUST   19,  1950 


11 


A  family  united  in  love  for  one  another, 
with  parents  concerned  for  their  own  spir- 
itual growth  and  that  of  their  children,  will 
keep  that  family  out  of  the  courts 


James  M.  Moore 

Union  City,  Indiana 
Photo  by  Pinney  from  Monkmeyer 


It  Is  Best  for  the  Children 


OUR  children  are  the  most 
treasured  possession  we 
have.  They  cost  much  in 
money  and  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  the  parents.  But  they  are 
worth  every  bit  of  it,  and  we 
would  not  have  missed  their 
coming  for  anything.  We  want 
these  children  to  enjoy  the  best 
there  is,  always.  And  we  want 
them  to  be  of  real  service  wher- 
ever they  are.  We  have  high 
purposes  for  them. 

The  great  question  is:  Are 
these  children  being  reared  to 
become  the  helpful  and  right- 
eous citizens  we  want  them  to 
be?  Or  are  they  being  left  to 
develop  into  criminals  to  be 
hunted  down  by  the  officers  of 
the  law?  Of  course,  we  want 
them  to  become  helpful  and  up- 
right citizens. 

But  there  are  evil  influences 
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on  almost  every  hand,  influences 
and  temptations  to  evil  from  ev- 
ery quarter.  Boys  and  girls  need 
help  in  overcoming  these  temp- 
tations. We  surely  want  to  do 
all  that  is  possible  to  provide 
that  help. 

We  will  give  them  good  teach- 
ing in  the  home,  of  course.  And 
there  is  nothing  that  can  take 
the  place  of  that  teaching.  But 
good  as  that  is,  they  will  need 
something  more. 

The  Sunday  school  and  church 
services,  with  the  Bible  teaching 
and  religious  atmosphere,  wield 
a  great  influence  for  good,  and 
do  much  to  fortify  the  young 
against  the  temptations  of  life. 
They  do  much  toward  building 
good  virtuous  character. 

The  writer  has  collected  a 
number  of  testimonials  to  this 
uplifting  power  from  those  who 
have  had  to  deal  with  criminal 
youth. 


"If  we  are  to  make  progress 
in  the  fight  against  crime,  make 
certain  that  the  children  of  the 
nation  attend  Sunday  school.  If 
is  difficult  to  understand  why 
many  mothers  and  fathers  re- 
fuse to  afford  to  their  children 
the  wholesome,  healthful,  char- 
acter-building environment  of 
the  Sunday  school"  (J.  Edgar 
Hoover) . 

Justice  Lewis  L.  Fawcett  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  state 
of  New  York  declared  that  in 
twenty-two  years  more  than  4,- 
000  boys  less  than  twenty-one 
years  of  age  were  convicted  in 
his  court.  Of  that  number  only 
three  were  members  of  a  Sun- 
day school  at  the  time  the  crime 
was  committed.  Even  these 
three  were  technical  cases,  not 
serious,  and  hardly  worth  men- 
tioning. The  judge  then  said: 
"In  view  of  this  significant  show- 
ing, I  do  not  hesitate  to  express 


the  conviction  that  attendance 
at  Sunday  school  or  other  regu- 
lar religious  work,  with  its  re- 
fining atmosphere,  is  signally 
preventive  against  crime  and 
worthy  of  careful  study  by  those 
who  are  dismayed  by  the  in- 
crease of  crime  on  the  part  of 
the  young  men  of  America." 

The  same  judge  speaks  of  1,092 
cases  of  suspended  criminal  sen- 
tences. These  were  paroled.  In 
each  case  he  insisted  that  the 
youth,  if  a  Protestant,  return  to 
Sunday  school,  if  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic, to  attendance  at  mass,  and 
if  a  Jew,  to  attendance  at  a  syn- 
agog  or  temple.  Out  of  the  1,092 
cases  only  62  were  brought  back 
for  violation  of  the  parole. 

Wm.  J.  Cox,  rector  of  St.  An- 
drew's Episcopal  church  in  Phil- 
adelphia, after  a  number  of 
years  of  study  found  that  in  Chi- 
cago, out  of  55,000  persons  be- 
low the  age  of  16  who  had  passed 
through  the  hands  of  the  police, 
fewer  than  one  sixth  had  ever 
heard  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. In  a  New  York  high 
school  with  1,985  pupils,  when  a 
test  case  was  given  and  they 
were  told  to  write  anything  they 
knew  about  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, only  434  were  able  to 
write  anything. 

Roth  Hilger,  representative  of 
the  Chicago  Church  Federation 
in  the  boys'  court  of  Chicago, 
said:  "Of  the  boys  that  are 
brought  to  court,  many  have 
never  seen  the  inside  of  a 
church.  The  parents  do  not  go 
to  church  either." 

Judge  Wm.  T.  Aggeler  of  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  for  many  years 
defender  of  public  order  in  that 
city,  declared  that  of  the  thou- 
sands of  men  and  women  who 
came  before  him  charged  with 
every  conceivable  crime,  only 
two  per  cent  were  active  mem- 
bers of  any  church.  The  ninety- 
eight  per  cent  either  had  no  re- 
ligion, or  had  ceased  to  attend 
church. 

,  Judge  Newcomer  of  Chicago 
■sajd:     "Out    of    7,000    cases    of 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

John,  a  Preacher  of  Repentance 


His  preaching   got   results 

Perhaps  it  was  his  striking  ap- 
pearance or  the  hard-hitting  way  he 
spoke.  It  was  not  every  day  that  a 
prophet  came  out  of  the  desert  and 
stood  up  to  tell  men  of  their  sins  and 
call  them  to  repentance.  But  even 
if  the  crowds  went  out  of  curiosity 
they  remained  to  listen,  to  ponder 
his  words,  to  ask  for  baptism,  and  to 
inquire,  "What  shall  we  do?" 

Not  many  preachers  get  such 
definite  results.  They  are  compli- 
mented on  the  splendid  sermon,  they 
are  invited  out  to  dinner,  they  are 
publicized  in  the  papers,  but  all  too 
rare  are  the  times  when  their  hearers 
cry  out,  "What  shall  we  do?" 

But  John  got  results.  Even  the 
publicans  and  the  soldiers  asked  for 
help.  His  answers  were  specific.  It 
was  not  enough  to  repent.  You  must 
show  your  change  of  heart  by  a 
changed   life. 


He   poinied   lo   another 

The  secret  of  John's  effectiveness 
may  have  been  his  humility.  He  was 
only  a  voice  in  the  wilderness,  one 
who  prepared  men  for  the  accept- 
ance of  another  whose  coming  he 
heralded.  His  willingness  to  efface 
himself  in  order  to  point  to  Christ 
gave  him  power  and  courage. 
He  stood  up  to  a  tyrant 

A  preacher  of  repentance  recog- 
nizes no  class  distinction.  Where 
there  is  evil,  even  in  prominent 
circles,  he  does  not  ignore  it.  John 
eventually  lost  his  life  because  he 
was  not  afraid  to  reprove  a  king. 
His  kind  of  courage  is  sorely  needed 
today.  Selfless  devotion  to  a  cause, 
outspoken  opposition  to  evil,  cour- 
age to  stand  for  the  right — these 
qualities  in  John  are  the  fibers  that 
need  to  be  woven  into  the  fabric  of 
present-day  Christianity.  They  will 
bring  repentance  and  new  life. 


crime  among  children,  it  was 
discovered  that  fewer  than  ten 
were  regular  attendants  at  any 
Sunday  school." 

Judge  B.  F.  Humphrey,  a 
prominent  jurist  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  declared  that  of  the  thou- 
sands of  criminals  brought  be- 
fore him  during  his  twenty  years 
on  the  bench,  he  could  recall 
but  one  who  had  had  a  Sunday- 
school  training. 

Judge  Harry  W.  Lindeman  of 
the  juvenile  and  domestic  rela- 
tions courts  of  Essex  County, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  declared  that 
ninety-five  per  cent  of  youthful 
offenders  sent  to  corrective  train- 
ing schools  have  had  no  religious 
training.  Addressing  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Training 
Schools,  meeting  in  conjunction 
with  the  National  Conference  of 
Social  Workers,  the  judge  said: 
"These  youthful  offenders  gen- 
erally arrive  at  the  reception 
centers  of  a  training  school  ut- 
terly lacking  in  an  appreciation 
of  moral  standards  or  values. 
Ninety-five  per  cent  of  them 
have  had  no  regular  religious 
training." 


Others  might  be  given,  but 
these  will  suffice. 

Parents,  if  we  want  to  enjoy 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our 
children  become  good  helpful 
Christian  citizens,  let  us  bring 
up  our  children  in  the  Sunday 
school  and  church. 

Happiness 

Julia  Graydon 

Harrisburg,    Pennsylvania 

Someone  has  said,  "There  is  no 
use  talking  about  happiness  if  the 
sin-question  is  unsettled  in  your 
life." 

We  do  well  to  ponder  over  this 
for  it  is  sin  that  affects  so  many 
lives  today.  We  see  it  all  about  us 
in  the  unhappy  lives  and  broken 
homes. 

We  know  we  had  to  settle  it  in 
our  own  lives  before  we  could  ex- 
perience the  peace  with  God  which 
comes  from  putting  away  the  sinful 
nature  and  giving  ourselves  wholly 
to  him  alone. 

If  you  are  unhappy,  find  the  real 
cause  and  then  take  your  burden 
to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  not  forgetting 
that  you  must  still  watch  against 
that  besetting  sin  which  makes  for 
unhappiness  in  your  daily  life. 
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Growth  or  Stagnation? 

Daniel  M.  Long 

Pastor,    Indianapolis,    Indiana 

IT  APPEARED  as  the  motto 
for  a  leading  city  newspaper 
but  actually  it  expressed  the 
philosophy  of  many  more  people 
than  those  who  read  that  news- 
paper. "My  country,  may  it  ever 
be  right,  but  my  country,  right 
or  wrong." 

A  growing  number  of  people 
are  following  the  dictates  of 
their  national  governments,  be 
they  French,  English,  Russian  or 
American,  without  ever  doubt- 
ing the  wisdom  or  justice  of 
their  practices.  This  is  not  good 
patriotism  or  good  religion. 

Just  how  we  develop  this  at- 
titude is  hard  to  analyze.  It 
seems  to  evolve  during  the 
progression  from  childhood  to 
manhood.  As  children,  the  neigh- 
borhood teaches  us  that  our 
block  is  the  strongest  or  neatest 
or  toughest  in  the  world.  Later, 
in  the  growth  toward  manhood, 
we  discover  that  "our  school  is 
the  best  in  the  city,  with  the 
best  teachers  and  the  best  foot- 
ball and  basketball  teams.  The 
rest  of  the  schools  are  inferior." 
As  time  elapses,  the  superiority 
of  the  groups  and  organizations 
with  which  we  are  affiliated  ex- 
hibit an  excellence  which  puts 
others  to  shame.  In  our  manhood 
we  begin  to  preach  that  our 
church  is  the  only  right  one. 
"We  alone,  hold  the  truth  that 
will  save  mankind."  "Our  race 
is  the  ultimate  in  civilization. 
All  other  races  and  colors  are  in- 
ferior beings  that  need  to  be 
patiently  endured  or  tolerated." 

We  arrive  in  the  "perfect 
group"  that  needs  only  to  be 
followed,  never  questioned,  guid- 
ed or  corrected.  For  whenever 
our  country,  school  or  home  is 
evaluated,  our  own  security  is 
questioned  and  tenaciously  we 
defend  its  every  act. 

We  cannot  blame  the  "propa- 
ganda mills"  for  our  perverted 


loyalty.  It  is  in  our  own  devel- 
opment and  wandering  through 
life  that  we  have  absorbed  the 
blinding  film  of  unquestioned 
loyalty. 

Fine  as  our  accomplishments 
may  be  we  should  improve  al- 
ways. Our  homes  may  be  a 
wonderful  expression  of  domes- 
tic happiness  but  it  was  difficult 
to  achieve  and  even  yet  there 
explodes  an  occasional  note  of 
discord.  While  our  school  was  a 
good  one,  it  can  be  improved. 
Our  nation,  although  great  in  its 
accomplishments  and  powerful 
in  its  leadership,  still  has  much 


to  learn  from  the  other  countries 
and  civilizations  of  the  world. 
All  of  us  have  much  to  learn  and 
much  to  share.  Our  world  may 
one  day  have  to  recognize  that 
another  world  has  much  to  teach 
us. 

Consciousness  of  one  world 
and  world  citizenship  begins 
with  the  expression  of  loyalty  to 
our  home,  our  school,  our  church 
and  our  nation.  It  begins  early 
in  life  and  needs  guidance  in  its 
development.  Our  country,  our 
school,  our  home  and  our  par- 
ents need  our  intelligent  par- 
ticipation and  co-operation. 


RESOLUTIONS 


Of  the    164th   Recorded   Annual  Conference  of  the   Church   of  the 
Brethren,  held  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  1950 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


WE,  THE  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  in 
Annual  Conference  assembled 
express  our  thanks  to  God  for  per- 
mitting us  to  come  together  once 
again  to  strengthen  our  church  in 
fulfilling  its  mission  in  the  world. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  those  of  this 
community  as  well  as  those  of  our 
own  fraternity  who  have  helped  to 
make  this  possible. 

It  is  doubtful  if  ever  before  we 
have  met  in  so  critical  a  time. 
Although  on  the  surface  life  seems 
to  go  on  much  as  before,  we  are 
aware  of  the  fear  and  bewilderment 
that  possess  men  everywhere,  and 
of  the  madness  into  which  the  world 
has  plunged.  We  know  that  men  are 
making  deadly  weapons  sufficient  to 
destroy  mankind,  and  against  their 
use  there  is  no  protection  but  man's 
conscience,  and  the  providence  of 
God.  As  Christians  we  realize  that 
we  are  partly  responsible  for  the 
lack  of  discernment  of  moral  values 
in  the  world  today,  and  we  express 
penitence  for  our  blindness  and  lack 
of  courage. 

Against  this  background  we  know 
that  the  only  justification  for  any 
resolutions  that  we  may  draw  is  the 
need  to  remind  ourselves  and  others 
of  the  things  of  first  importance  in 
life,  and  the  steps  which  we  must 
take  if  we  are  to  participate  in  the 
kingdom. 

I.  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  THE  IN- 
DIVIDUAL 
We   realize   our   need   for   insight 

and  divine  guidance,  and  the  will  to 


do  that  which  we  know.  To  this  end 
we  would  seek  to  lay  hold  of  the 
resources  of  God  through  daily 
meditation  and  prayer,  and  seek  to 
grow  to  spiritual  maturity. 

The  disintegrating  of  our  home  life 
we  view  with  grave  concern.  We 
believe  that  in  this  crisis  the  family 
is  yet  of  primary  importance  because 
it  is  the  basic  social  unit.  We  stress 
the  supreme  value  of  home  life  as 
productive  soil  in  which  to  cultivate 
the  basic  virtues  that  make  life 
worth  living  and  hold  the  world 
together.  Here  must  be  developed 
kindness,  goodwill,  honesty,  loyalty 
and  those  virtues  on  which  the 
integrity  of  the  individual  depends. 

We  believe  that  our  educational 
program  —  personal,  private  and 
public — must  be  redesigned  so  that 
students,  young  and  old,  may  ac- 
quire not  only  mental  skills  and 
information,  but  a  sense  of  values 
and  perspective,  and  be  aided  in 
finding  the  goal  of  life  for  them- 
selves and  for  society.  We  urge  that 
leaders  be  secured  who  are  sensitive 
to  spiritual  values  and  dedicated  to 
the  way  of  love,  for  it  is  apparent 
that  peace  is  taught  more  by  con- 
tagion than  by  precept,  and  our  first 
concern  should  be  to  "create  the 
creators"  of  the  good  society. 

II.  THE  REVITALIZATION  OF 
THE  CHURCH 
We  appeal  to  the  church  to  remem- 
ber its  first  task — the  kindling  and 
nurturing  of  the  spiritual  life  of  its 
members  and  developing  within 
them  a  sense  of  concern  for  the  wel- 


fare  of  their  neighbors.  We  urge 
that  every  local  church  seek  to  re- 
vitalize its  members  and  unite  them 
in  a  loving  spiritual  fellowship  able 
to  meet  the  uncertain  times  in 
which  we  live. 

We  call  Brethren  to  witness  to  the 
way  of  Christ  in  their  local  com- 
munity by  living  in  peace  with  their 
neighbors,  by  refusing  to  discrim- 
inate against  any  because  of  creed  or 
race  and  by  encouraging  the  building 
of  a  community  life  in  which  the 
needs  of  each  are  the  concern  of  all. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  church 
must  demonstrate  the  way  of  peace 
in  relations  among  members,  that  it 
may  be  a  more  effective  witness  to 
the  Christian  way  of  life  both  at 
home  and  on  the  mission  field.  Un- 
limited opportunities  seem  open  to 
us  to  take  the  message  of  redemp- 
tion to  the  far  places  of  the  earth, 
and  we  must  not  fail  in  this  crucial 
time. 

III.  WORLD  RELIEF  AND  RE- 
CONSTRUCTION 

The  church  views  with  deep  con- 
cern the  tragic  inconsistencies  in  the 
present  situation  where  Americans 
are  troubled  by  food  surpluses  while 
millions  face  starvation  elsewhere 
in  the  world.  We  believe  that  God 
desires  that  his  children  everywhere 
should  share  in  the  fruits  of  the  good 
earth.  We  believe  that  the  waste  or 
destruction  of  food,  or  even  the 
curtailment  of  its  production,  cannot 
be  justified  while  there  is  dire  need 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

We,  therefore,  call  on  our  govern- 
ment to  devise  and  implement  a 
mutually  acceptable  plan  whereby 
our  surpluses  will  be  shared  with 
those  in  need,  regardless  of  their 
race,  creed  or  political  affiliations. 

We  call  upon  the  people  of  our 
own  church  to  share  sacrificially  of 
our  comparative  abundance  of  goods 
and  money  through  Brethren  Service 
and  other  worthy  channels.  We  urge 
that  we  should  be  careful  to  curb 
extravagance  in  our  homes  and 
business  affairs,  and  to  keep  even 
our  necessary  church-building  pro- 
gram in  modest  restraint  that  we 
may  not  need  to  curtail  the  work  of 
the  church  when  needs  are  increas- 
ing. 

We  believe  we  should  redouble 
our  efforts  to  open  our  churches  and 
communities  to  the  displaced  per- 
sons, that  we  should  continue  to 
support  the  heifer  project  which  has 
already  proved  its  worth,  and  that 
we  should  increase  our  support  to 
the  Brethren  Volunteer  Service  as 
ways  of  teaching  the  Christian  doc- 
trine of  service  in  a  fiercely  ac- 
quisitive society. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

I  am  just  a  young  mother  without 
a  mother  to  go  to  for  advice;  so  I  am 
bringing  my  question  lo  you.  We 
have  a  three-year-old  boy  who  is 
our  pride  and  joy  and  we  are 
expecting  a  second  child  in  a  few 
months.  I  have  heard  much  about 
the  harmful  effect  of  jealousy  on  the 
part  of  the  older  child  when  a  baby 
comes  on  the  scene  and  I  should 
like  very  much  to  avoid  this.  My 
husband  and  I  are  both  very  fond  of 
children  and  have  perhaps  given  our 
young  son  too  much  attention. 
Because  of  this  I  feel  we  shall  need 
to  use  all  the  guidance  we  can  get 
to  forestall  this  difficulty. 

A    Young    Mother. 

Dear  Mother, 

The  very  fact  that  you  recognize 
this  as  a  possible  problem  takes  you 
a  long  way  towards  its  prevention. 
It  makes  one  heartsick  when  one 
sees  how  blind  some  parents  are  to 
this  danger  in  dealing  with  the  older 
child  in  relation  to  the  new  baby. 
One  sometimes  even  sees  a  parent 
tease  the  older  child  by  calling  his 
attention  to  the  way  he  is  loving 
the  baby,  then  laugh  at  the  pouting 
or  crying  or  stamping  of  feet  of  the 
older  child.  Little  does  that  parent 
realize  the  damaging  effects  on  the 
child  of  such  a  procedure.  Then  one 
sees  parents  who  unwittingly,  just 
by  transferring  most  of  their  atten- 
tion suddenly  to  the  newcomer, 
create  jealousy  in  the  child.  This 
little    boy    of    yours    has    been    ac- 


customed to  the  central  place  of 
attention  in  your  household  and  you 
are  so  wise  to  want  to  learn  ways 
of  having  him  share  this  attention 
without  upsetting  his  world  too 
much. 

I'll  try  to  pass  on  a  few  sugges- 
tions which  have  been  made  by 
people  who  have  had  much  experi- 
ence with  this  problem. 

If,  to  make  room  for  the  baby,  you 
plan  to  move  your  little  boy  to 
another  room  or  to  a  larger  bed,  do 
it  a  while  before,  so  he  will  have  a 
chance  to  become  accustomed  to  it 
and  not  feel  that  the  baby  pushed 
him  out. 

After  the  baby  is  here,  take  time 
to  give  your  son  some  special  atten- 
tion. 

Let  him  help  you  do  some  little 
things  for  the  baby,  but  don't  go 
beyond  his  enjoyment  of  it. 

When  your  husband  comes  home 
from  work,  instead  of  his  running 
straight  to  look  at  the  baby,  have 
him  stop  and  romp  a  bit  with  his 
son.  He  will  feel  he  is  still  loved 
and  not  have  occasion  to  feel  left 
out. 

If  too  many  people  walk  past  him 
with  gifts  for  the  baby  and  none 
for  him,  you  could  wrap  a  few 
simple  gifts  and  have  them  ready 
to  hand  to  him,  one  at  a  time,  as 
people  bring  gifts  for  the  baby. 

Since   you   are   interested   in  this 

great  work  of  child  training,  I  have 

great  faith  in  your  ability  to  meet 

this  situation  when  the  time  comes. 

Your    Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:  The  Family 
Counselor,  %  Family  Life  Department,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


We  have  faith  that  if  the  church 
is  revitalized,  and  its  members 
reveal  new  life,  that  they  will  not 
be  without  influence  in  the  world. 
We  believe  that  we  should  fulfill  our 
civic  responsibilities  by  supporting 
at  the  ballot  box  those  measures 
which  seem  most  in  harmony  with 
Christian  principles,  that  for  this 
reason  we  should  let  our  repre- 
sentatives know  that  we  are  opposed 
to  all  unchristian  measures  such  as 
atomic  warfare,  peacetime  conscrip- 
tion, the  manufacture  of  the  hydro- 
gen bomb,  and  the  armament  race, 
convinced  that  such  measures  are 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  moral 
law  and  will  lead  to  our  destruction. 
We  should  urge  our  representatives 
to  explore  further  ways  of  resolving 


present  international  tensions.  We 
believe  we  should  study  further  the 
McMahon  proposal,  the  Tydings  bill, 
the  Quaker  proposals  for  peace  and 
give  our  support  to  measures  which 
would  make  international  organiza- 
tion more  effective. 

To  these  tasks  which  we  believe 
to  be  in  line  with  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  we  call  upon  the  Brethren  to 
dedicate  themselves,  and  to  commit 
their  lives  to  Christ  and  his  King- 
dom, knowing  that  whatever  the 
future  may  bring  he  shall  not  fail  us. 
Committee: 

Gladdys  E.  Muir,  Chairman. 

Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr. 

Bernard  N.  King. 


AUGUST   19,   1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  recent  Annual  Conference  appointed 
official  delegates  to  the  Constituting  Convention 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  to  be  held 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Nov.  28  to  Dec.  1,  1950.  In 
addition,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  allowed 
sixty-three  visiting  delegates.  These  delegates 
will  attend  at  their  own  expense. 

This  convention  will  be  a  historic  occasion 
marking  the  merger  of  eight  interdenomination- 
al agencies  and  a  new  era  in  Protestant  co- 
operation. Individuals  interested  in  attending 
this  convention  should  write  to  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  Ill- 
inois for  statements  of  certification  as  visiting 
delegates. 


Elmer  Hall  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  recently  in 
the  Shippensburg  church,  Pa. 

Joseph  L.  Glick's  address  is  changed  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  to  Bridgewater,  Va.,  as  of  Aug.  1. 

Paul  B.  Siudebaker  has  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the 
First  church,  Detroit,  Mich.,  as  of  June  1.  His  address, 
therefore,  is  changed  to  1778  Seyburn  Ave.,  Detroit  14, 
Mich. 

Beaver  Creek  church,  Va.,  will  hold  its  home-coming 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  10.  A  picnic  lunch  will  be  served 
at  noon.  All  interested  are  invited  to  attend.  Bro.  R.  E. 
Houff  is  the  pastor. 

The  district  meeting  for  Southern  Illinois  will  be 
held  Aug.  25,  26  and  27,  at  Astoria,  111.  This  is  a  change 
in  program  from  previous  years.  The  time  and  place 
previously  announced  were  erroneous. 

The  Brethren  Home  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  is  reviving  its 
annual  home  day  this  year  on  Saturday,  Aug.  19.  All 
friends  of  the  home  are  encouraged  to  come.  A  basket 
dinner  will  be  served  at  noon,  and  a  program  will  be 
given  in  the  afternoon. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ira  E.  Long  of  North  Liberty,  Ind., 
are  retiring  from  active  pastoral  duties  as  of  Aug.  31, 
after  forty-six  years  of  service.  Bro.  Long  will  be 
available  for  revival  services  during  the  fall,  spring 
and  summer  months.  He  may  be  addressed  at  North 
Liberty. 

All  district  meeting  clerks  are  requested  to  send  in 
queries  for  Annual  Conference  as  early  as  possible  after 
they  have  been  passed  by  the  district.  Please  send 
this  information  to  the  Annual  Conference  secretary, 
William  M.  Beahm,  404  S.  Homan  Ave.,  Chicago  24,  111. 
It  is  desired  also  that  copies  of  the  printed  district 
minutes  be  sent  to  him,  when  they  come  from  the  press. 

The  Rockford  church,  located  at  2717  W.  State  St., 
111.,  will  hold  dedication  services  for  its  remodeled 
church  on  Sunday,  Sept.  17  with  Bro.  Leland  S.  Bru- 
baker  as  the  speaker  for  both  morning  and  afternoon. 
Bro.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill  will  be  in  charge  of  music.  A 
potluck  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon.  Friends  of  the 
Rockford  church  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 
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Roy  McAuley  informs  us  that  his  address  is  changed 
from  744  E.  Euclid  to  510  Lehmer,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

Any  church  desiring  the  services  of  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery 
as  an  evangelist  should  write  to  him  at  Pleasant  Hill, 
Ohio. 

Sallie  E.  Garst  of  Blountville,  Tenn.,  is  asking  for 
the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  in  behalf  of  her  husband, 
S.  H.  Garst,  who  is  ill. 

O.  C.  Sollenberger,  missionary  to  China,  was  expect- 
ing to  leave  that  country  on  Aug.  8.  He  is  expected 
in  the  States  soon  after  the  first  week  in  September. 

Pleasant  Hill  church,  near  Churubusco,  Ind.,  will 
have  its  harvest  meeting  and  will  observe  the  seventy- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  building  of  the  church  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  10. 

C.  O.  Cox,  clerk  of  Middle  Pennsylvania,  asks  that 
all  reports,  programs,  etc.,  for  the  district  conference, 
which  will  be  held  at  Woodbury,  Pa.,  Oct.  17-19,  be  in 
his  hands  by  Sept.  5. 

A.  Siauffer  Curry  of  Washington,  D.  C,  informs  us 
that  the  Brethren  Seminar  for  1951  will  be  held  April 
8-11,  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  might  be  well  to  begin 
to  make  plans  to  attend. 

Licensed  to  the  ministry  have  been  James  Brum- 
baugh, Jr.,  Howard  Ogburn,  Herman  Baliles  and  Harold 
Smith  in  the  University  Park  church,  Md.,  and  Wayne 
Gottshall  in  the  Mingo  congregation,  Pa. 

Spring  Creek  church,  Ind.,  will  have  its  annual 
home-coming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  17.  A  basket  dinner 
will  be  served  at  noon.  All  former  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Brother  and  Sister  C.  Walter  Warstler  inform  us  that 
they  are  closing  their  pastorate  at  the  Middletown 
church  after  eleven  years  of  service.  They  will  devote 
some  time  to  evangelistic  services.  Their  address, 
accordingly,  will  be  changed  from  2400  Hill  Ave., 
Middletown,  Ohio,  to  DeGraff,  Ohio. 

Conemaugh  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  its  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary celebration  on  Friday,  Sept.  15.  Bro.  Tobias  Henry 
of  Juniata  College  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
morning  and  evening  service.  Former  members  will 
take  part  in  the  afternoon  service.  All  friends  and 
former  members  are  invited  to  attend. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Board  offices  are:  Ernest  and  Ray  Blough  and 
Merle  Eash,  all  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Patterson  and  Wolfgang  H.  Hose,  all  of  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Bob  Keim  and  Richard  Wareham,  both  of  McPherson 
College,  Kansas;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Kinzie  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  George  Finckh  and  daugh- 
ters, Rowena  and  Elsie,  all  of  Worthington,  Minn.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Austin  Cooper  and  Larry  and  Lynn  of  Berlin, 
Pa.;  Shirley  Hartman  of  Greencastle,  Pa.;  Jay  Fogel- 
sanger  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Charles  Cober  of 
Berlin,  Pa.;  Floyd  E.  Reish  of  Cambria,  Va.,  and  Arlene 
Moore  of  Froid,  Mont.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Thomas 
and  daughter  of  Ashland,  Ohio;  and  Miss  Victoria 
Stoneburner  and  Mrs.  John  Arnold,  both  of  Decatur, 
Ind. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


The  official  board  of  the  First  church,  Baltimore,  Md., 
recently  decided  to  place  the  cost  of  Gospel  Messenger 
subscriptions  for  the  100%  club  in  their  church  budget. 
Their  plans  call  for  a  special  offering  when  those  who 
wish  to  contribute  the  cost  of  their  subscriptions  may 
do  so. 

Annual  Report  blanks  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1950,  will  be  mailed  early  in  September  to  the  pastor 
or,  in  the  case  where  a  church  has  no  pastor,  the  blanks 
will  be  sent  to  the  elder  or  some  other  responsible 
person  in  the  local  church.  The  blanks  are  very  similar 
to  the  requests  for  information  last  year.  Those  re- 
sponsible within  the  local  congregation  for  helping 
assemble  this  Annual  Report  can  be  alerted  to  have  the 
necessary  information  in  readiness  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1950,  when  the  pastor  calls  for  it  so  that  the 
annual  report  can  reach  its  destination  by  Oct.  10.  One 
copy  goes  to  each  of  the  following:  General  Brother- 
hood Board,  regional  office,  district  ministerial  secretary, 
and  to  the  local  church  files.  Every  congregation  should 
make  an  annual  report! 

La  Verne  College 

Summer  session  opened  on  June  26  with  126  persons 
enrolled.  This  was  the  college's  first  attempt  at  summer 
session  and  indicates  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  the 
new  venture.  All  classes  scheduled  materialized,  and 
no  classes  were  overcrowded.  Emphasis  in  the  cur- 
riculum was  placed  upon  elementary  school  methods 
and  international  relations. 

Robert  E.  Richards  of  Champaign,  111.,  has  been 
appointed  associate  professor  of  philosophy  and  director 
of  religious  activities  for  the  coming  college  year. 
Richards,  internationally  known  as  a  champion  pole 
vaulter,  has  been  a  graduate  student  and  instructor  of 
philosophy  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Staff  promotions  have  been  announced  as  follows: 
J.  Jack  Melhorn,  assistant  professor  of  sociology,  has 
been  made  director  of  admissions,  assisting  Dean  Brandt 
in  a  part-time  capacity  in  addition  to  his  teaching 
responsibilities.  Herbert  Hogan,  assistant  professor  of 
history,  will  serve  that  office  part-time  while  pursuing 
further  graduate  study  toward  his  doctorate  during  the 
coming  year  at  the  Claremont  graduate  school. 

The  Melodiairs,  popular  La  Verne  College  male 
quartet,  who  during  the  past  two  and  a  half  years 
had  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  college  on  nearly  400 
programs,  made  their  last  official  appearance  at  the 
closing  missionary  convocation  at  the  Grand  Rapids 
Conference.  The  quartet,  dissolved  by  the  graduation 
of  three  of  the  members,  now  becomes  history.  Members 
of  the  quartet  were  Dale  Ott  of  Live  Oak,  Calif.;  Gerry 
Pence,  Medford,  Oregon;  Stan  Sutphin,  Waterford, 
Calif.;  and  Sherlo  Shively,  Bakersfield,  Calif.  Their 
appearances  had  included  churches,  youth  groups, 
service  clubs,  community  organizations,  teachers'  or- 
ganizations,  summer   camps   and   radio   broadcasts. 

New  alumni  officers  are  Ralph  Schrock,  '28,  presi- 
dent; Joe  Deal,  '42,  vice-president;  Nadine  Hepner,  '49, 
secretary;  and  J.  Onis  Leonard,  '35,  executive  secretary. 
Merlin  Eisenbise,  '36,  was  re-elected  to  serve  another 
three-year  term  and  new  board  members  are  Dale 
Glick,  '27,  and  Nadine  Hepner.  Under  the  newly 
adopted  constitution  of  the  association,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  alumni  activities  becomes  officially  a  part  of 
the  college  administration,  advised  and  directed  by  the 


alumni  directors.  All  who  had  formerly  become  life 
members  and  others  who  yearly  make  a  contribution 
to  the  college  budget  are  voting  members. 

Attending  summer  camps  throughout  the  region  in 
behalf  of  the  college  are  a  number  of  college  personnel: 
Professor  and  Mrs.  J.  Jack  Melhorn;  Coach  and  Mrs. 
Roland  Ortmayer;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Onis  Leonard;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rodney  Davis;  and  Professor  Herbert  Hogan. 
David  Coffman,  regional  president  of  youth  work  and 
student  president  of  the  campus  Student  Service  Fel- 
lowship, will  represent  both  the  college  and  the  region 
in   Canada   and   Oregon. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  New  Salem  church, 
Ind.,  Aug.  21 — Sept.  3;  in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind.,   Sept.   11-24. 

Bro.  Harold  Bomberger  of  Westminster,  Md.,  in  the  Free 
Spring  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  27 — Sept.  6. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin  of  Morrill,  Kansas,  in  the  English  River 
church,  Iowa,  Sept.  3-10. 

Bro.  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  of  South  English,  Iowa,  in  the 
Cabool  church.  Mo.,  Oct.  9-22. 

Bro.  Perry  Liskey  of  Annville,  Pa.,  in  the  Reading  church,  Pa., 
Sept.  24— Oct.  1. 

Bro.  Guy  S.  Fern  of  Clearville,  Pa.,  in  the  Glendale  church, 
Flintstone,  Md.,  Sept.  18 — Oct.  1. 

Bro.  Stewart  B.  Kauffman  of  Everett,  Pa.,  in  the  Holsinger 
church,  Woodbury  congregation,  Pa.,   Sept.   11-24. 

Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Lemoyne,  Pa.,  in  the  Maple  Spring 
church,  Pa.,  Aug.  28— Sept.  10. 

Bro.  Emmert  Fredrick  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  in  the  Cone- 
maugh  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  21. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mingo  church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Yakima  church,  Wash. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Danville  church,  Ohio. 

Twelve  added  to  the  Topeka  church,  Kansas. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Maxwell  church,  Iowa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the  South  Keokuk  church,  Iowa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Independence  church,  Kansas. 

Six  received  by  letter  in  the  Plymouth  church,  Ind. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Enders  church,  Nebr. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Fernald  church,  Iowa. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Charleston  church, 
Ohio. 

Six  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Meyersdale 
church.  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Union  City 
church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Morgantown 
church,  W.  Va. 

Three  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple 
Grove  church,  Wis. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Hermosa 
Beach  church,  Calif. 

Twenty-four  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Walnut 
Street  church,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  August  20 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  John,  Preacher  of  Repentance. — Luke 
3:  1-22;  7:  18-28;  Matt.  14:  1-12.  Memory  Selection:  Bear  fruits  that 
befit  repentance.    Luke  3:8. 

CBYF  Topic  for  August,  Recreation  Around  the  Clock. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Eastern  Region. — Juniata  College.  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,  23. 
Southeastern  Region. — Roanoke,  Va.,  Aug.  22-24. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Colorado. — Denver,  Aug.  17-20. 
Illinois,  Southern. — Astoria,  Aug.  25-27. 
Indiana,  Southern. — Arcadia,  Aug.  22-24. 
Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota  and   South  Dakota. — South  Waterloo, 

Iowa,  Aug.  24-27. 
Michigan. — Camp  Manikiwa,  Brethren,  Aug.  29 — Sept.  1. 
Missouri,  Southern  and  Arkansas. — New  Hope,   Ark.,   Aug.   18-21. 
Ohio,  Northeastern. — Olivet,  Aug.  29-31. 
Oklahoma.— Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  Aug.  17-20. 
West  Virginia,  Second. — Mt.  Zion,  Aug.  24,  25. 
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SERVICE  ECHOES  from  GRAND  RAPIDS 


AFTER  each  Annual  Conference 
the  editor  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger takes  its  readers  on  a 
conducted  tour  of  the  meeting.  You 
have  already  enjoyed  such  a  tour  of 
the  Grand  Rapids  Conference. 
Would  you  like  to  go  back  now  for 
a  second  look,  taking  note  par- 
ticularly of  Brethren  Service?  Here 
is  your  opportunity. 

The  Exhibit 

Unlimited  exhibit  space! 

It  was  hard  to  believe.  Who  could 
remember  an  Annual  Conference 
with  enough  exhibit  space  for  every- 
body? But  it  was  to  be  true  at 
Grand  Rapids.  The  basement  floor 
of  the  auditorium  would  provide  an 
acre  of  space. 

There  were  problems  just  the 
same.  When  we  arrived  Friday 
afternoon,  breathless  after  a  morn- 
ing drive  from  Elgin,  we  found  the 
auditorium  employees  unco-opera- 
tive. What  were  we  doing  there  on 
Friday  when  our  Conference  would 
not  begin  until  Tuesday? 

When  higher  officials  returned 
from  week-end  trips,  they  set  the 
employees  right  about  this — but  that 
was  later.  In  the  meantime  some 
partitions  were  moved  about  and 
some  tables  set  up.  And  now  Breth- 
ren Service  began  to  have  its  own 
peculiar  troubles. 

Even  with  unlimited  space,  the 
exhibit  director  still  needed  to  lay 
out  a  floor  plan  to  shut  off  unneeded 
space  and  divide  the  rest  among  the 
various  commissions.  How  much 
space  would  Brethren  Service  need? 

We  were  not  sure.  We  had  invited 
each  major  project,  and  even  related 
organizations  like  Church  World 
Service,  to  send  exhibits.  Some 
forgot  to  say  whether  they  would 
or  not.  Few  knew  just  how  much 
space  they  would  need. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peters  plan  their 
trip  to  Europe  with  the  help  of  W.  Harold 
Row  (center).  Dr.  Peters,  who  will  direct 
Brethren  Service  activities  in  Austria,  left 
for  his  new  work  immediately  after  Con- 
ference.   Mrs.  Peters  will  follow  later 


Then  there  was  the  problem  of 
the  truck.  Last  year  at  Ocean  Grove 
the  Brethren  Service  truck  had  at- 
tracted much  attention.  Naturally 
we  wanted  to  use  it  again.  But  we 
had  been  informed  that  parking 
restrictions  would  not  permit  us  to 
place  it  outside  at  Grand  Rapids.  It 
could,  however,  be  driven  into  the 
basement,  we  were  told. 

The  auditorium  employees  were 
not  so  sure.  Big  "semi's"  could  not 
quite  squeeze  in  through  the  door- 
way. How  big  was  our  "semi"? 
None  of  us  could  say.  We  had  to 
wait  until  it  arrived. 

It  came  finally  on  Saturday  eve- 
ning. One  try  revealed  that  our 
"semi"  was  too  big.  Permission  had 
to  be  secured  from  the  police  to  park 
it  outside  the  auditorium.  Since  it 
probably  attracted  more  visitors 
there  than  inside,  the  cloud  had  a 
silver  lining. 

At  last,  on  Monday  morning,  the 
other  service  exhibits  could  be  ar- 
ranged in  the  basement.  Some  of 
us  had  to  be  elsewhere  by  this  time, 
but  Ed  Crill  and  several  B.V.S. 
graduates  did  most  of  the  work.  The 
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space  we  had  asked  for  was  com- 
fortably filled. 

Then,  in  the  next  two  days,  more 
exhibit  material  arrived.  Some  of 
the  projects  which  forgot  to  make 
reservations  wanted  space  after  all. 
Somehow  it  was  found  or  created. 

The  result  was  the  most  extensive 
Brethren  Service  exhibit  in  years. 
Perhaps  the  most  eye-catching  item 
was  the  loom  on  which  B.V.S. 
trainees  get  part  of  their  handcraft 
training  at  New  Windsor  (see 
picture). 

German   Students 
Real,  live  German  teen-agers! 

Probably  no  phase  of  Brethren 
Service  made  more  of  an  impression 
at  Conference  than  the  German  high 
school  students. 

It  was  not  easy  to  distinguish 
them  from  their  American  col- 
leagues. Some  of  the  girls  did  their 
hair  a  bit  differently,  perhaps,  and 
the  German  accents  were  noticeable. 
But  there  was  no  difference  in  liveli- 
ness and  enthusiasm. 

After  all,  they  had  lived  almost  a 
year  in  American  homes  and  schools. 
One   of  the   boys,    in   an   interview 
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with  a  newspaper  reporter,  even 
matched  American  school  spirit 
when  he  said,  "I  come  from  the 
best  high  school  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi." 

Besides  being  featured  at  one 
youth  meeting,  a  Brethren  Service 
postbreakfast  meeting,  and  in  a 
generous  article  in  a  Grand  Rapids 
newspaper,  the  German  students 
appeared  in  the  impressive  close  of 
the  Saturday  evening  service.  After 
his  address  M.  R.  Zigler  asked  the 
audience  to  bow  heads  in  prayer. 
While  they  did  so,  the  German 
students  arranged  themselves  on  the 
platform  behind  an  equal  number  of 
American  young  people.  At  a  signal 
the  two  lines  became  one  as  Ger- 
mans and  Americans  joined  hands 
to  symbolize  Christian  unity  across 
national  lines. 

The  great  success  of  the  experi- 
ment with  the  first  ninety  German 
students  was  welcome  encourage- 
ment as  the  arrival  early  in  July  of 
two  hundred  more  was  announced. 
It  was  hoped  that  half  of  the  new 
group  could  be  placed  in  non- 
Brethren  homes. 

Meanwhile  the  first  group  are 
enjoying  the  final  weeks  of  their 
American  visit.  They  are  scheduled 
to  return  to  Germany  in  September. 

Brethren   Volunteer    Service 

So  those  are  B.V.S.'ers! 

The  Grand  Rapids  Conference  was 
the  first  to  get  a  good  look  at  the 
results  of  the  B.V.S.  program.  The 
Colorado  Springs  meeting  had  asked 
for  such  a  program.  At  the  time  of 
the  Ocean  Grove  meeting  the  first 
unit  was  still  in  the  midst  of  its 
year  of  service. 

But  at  Grand  Rapids  there  were 
numerous  B.V.S.  "alumni" — people  . 
who  had  completed  their  year  of 
service.  The  third  unit,  which  had 
finished  its  year  the  week  before, 
was  especially  well  represented. 

How  they  managed  to  pay  their 
own  Conference  expenses  after  get- 
ting along  for  a  year  on  $7.50  a 
month  seemed  a  mystery.  But  we 
learned  that  they  were  sleeping  on 
the  floor  of  our  Grand  Rapids  church 
and  doing  their  own  cooking.  Some 
of  us  who  were  paying  fairly  high 
rates  for  rooms  and  meals  felt  a  bit 
uncomfortable. 

The  volunteers  told  of  their  ex- 
periences in  a  Brethren  Service  sec- 
tional meeting,  a  postbreakfast 
meeting,  and  one  youth  session. 
Among  the  many  interesting  reports 
was  that  of  Calvin  Tooker,  La  Verne 
College  graduate,  who  spent  his  year 
teaching  at  Prentiss  Institute,  a 
Negro  school  in  Mississippi.  Peace 
caravan    work,    home    missions    as- 


Above,  interior  of  the 
Brethren  Service  exhib- 
it truck  at  Conference. 
Below,  Elder  Reuel  B. 
Pritchett,  well-known 
Tennessee  church 
leader,  tries  out  the 
B.V.S.  loom 


signments,  and  other  representative 
projects  were  also  described. 

The  attitudes  of  these  returned 
volunteers  were  gratifyingly  whole- 
some. There  had  been  reason  to  fear 
disillusionment.  They  did  criticize 
the  church  quite  frankly  at  some 
points — for  its  failure  to  live  accord- 
ing to  its  gospel.  But  their  loyalty  to 
the  church  remained  strong. 

As  the  Conference  closed,  twenty- 
nine  new  volunteers  were  gathering 
at  New  Windsor  for  the  next  unit. 

M.    R.    Zigler 
It's  good  to  see  Bob  again! 

M.  R.  Zigler's  presence  added 
decidedly  to  the  effectiveness  of 
Brethren  Service  emphases  at  Grand 
Rapids.  A  Conference  without  him 
has  been  a  rare  thing  in  the  past 
generation.  But  Ocean  Grove  was 
one  such  example  for  he  had  left 
for  Europe  earlier  in  the  year. 

This  year  he  was  on  hand  again. 
Most    sections    of    the    Brotherhood 


had  already  seen  him  during  the 
past  six  months,  but  people  were 
eager  to  see  him  again,  to  talk  to 
him  and  hear  his  addresses.  He 
spoke  at  the  Brethren  Service 
luncheon,  the  young  people's  "Moth- 
er Hubbard  dinner,"  and  the 
general  session  Saturday  evening.  It 
was  he  who  had  planned  the  appear- 
ance of  the  German  students  at  the 
close  of  that  meeting. 

Two  of  the  important  emphases  in 
his  messages,  delivered  in  his  usual 
informal  style,  were  (a)  Europe's 
spiritual  need  for  the  gospel  of 
peace,  and  (b)  the  opportunity  for 
the  Brethren  to  demonstrate  that 
gospel  through  service  projects. 

Immediately  after  Conference  he 
returned  to  Geneva.  It  was  reported 
that  he  had  been  waiting  rather  im- 
patiently for  that  time  during  the 
past  two  months. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


BUT  the  church  has  to  send 
flowers!"  "What  will  people 
think?"  So  ran  the  arguments 
against  a  proposal  to  institute  a  new 
type  of  remembrance  in  honor  of 
church  members  who  had  died.  For 
years,  perhaps  decades,  the  tra- 
ditional bouquet  of  flowers,  gaily 
tagged  with  the  name  of  the  church, 
with  other  baskets  of  flowers 
adorned  the  polished  casket  of  those 
of  the  church  who  had  died. 

"It  is  the  least  we  can  do  as 
a  church,"  ran  the  thinking  about 
the  five  dollars  that  wilted  into 
nothing  every  time  death  came  to 
a  member  of  the  congregation. 
Though  the  minister  gave  his  serv- 


problem  in  regard  to  members' 
deaths,  the  matter  was  brought  to 
the  board  of  trustees,  who  until 
this  time  was  footing  the  flower 
bills  and  saying  nothing.  After 
gaining  their  insight,  and  finally 
approval,  we  went  to  the  board  of 
deacons  and  asked  them  to  assume 
responsibility  for  the  new  project 
to  be  known  as  the  Memorial 
Library. 

They  agreed  to  administer  and 
underwrite  the  project  for  a  year's 
trial,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
rethink  it.  The  second  year  is  nearly 
up,  now,  and  the  Memorial  Library 
is  a  welcome  addition  to  the  church 
equipment,   and  a  living  memorial. 


Our  library  committee  is  small, 
being  composed  of  a  woman  from 
the  ladies'  club  in  the  church,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  deacons,  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
The  main  function  of  this  group  is 
to  meet  with  the  minister  and  select 
a  list  of  wanted  and  needed  books 
which  would  be  appropriate  for  the 
Memorial  Library. 

Since  our  church  and  church 
school  were  practically  without 
reference  books  the  committee 
started  with  basic  reference  ma- 
terials which  would  be  of  help  to 
groups  meeting  in  the  church  itself, 
for  that  is  where  the  books  would 
be  placed  after  purchase.    Some  of 


Books    Are    Better 
Than    Flowers 

Substituting  Book  Gifts  for  Flowers  Made  Possible  the  Church  Library 


Don  A.  Bundy* 


ices  without  fee,  the  feeling  was 
definite  that  some  recognition  should 
be  made  of  the  deceased's  associa- 
tion with  his  church.  That  this 
recognition  take  the  form  of  perish- 
able flowers  which  were  lost  in  the 
many  blooms  of  other  friends  and 
relatives  was  not  mandatory;  it  was 
just  customary.  Now  and  then, 
there  would  be  a  hesitant  question 
about  what  good  the  flowers  did,  but 
the  delicacy  of  the  subject  itself  soon 
ended  the  needed  clarifying  discus- 
sion. 

Two  years  ago,  with  the  help  of 
certain  people  in  the  church,  who 
were  willing  to  discuss  candidly  a 
sensible     solution     to     the     flower 


•Minister,    First    Congregational    Church, 
Groton,  New  York. 
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The    Plan 

Here  is  the  plan  we  use;  it  is  one 
which  can  work  effectively  in  any 
church,  and  is  especially  helpful  to 
the  smaller  or  medium-sized  church 
where  good  reference  books  are  rare. 

Attractive  French-folded  sym- 
pathy cards  especially  designed  to 
tell  the  church's  message  were 
printed.  Matching  bookplates  on 
gummed  paper  were  printed  at  the 
same  time.  On  the  death  of  a  mem- 
ber, the  minister  mails  or  takes  one 
of  the  cards  to  the  family. 

A  book  which  has  been  selected 
previously  by  the  library  committee 
is  then  ordered  and  upon  arrival  is 
placed  in  the  library,  and  the  family 
notified.  The  minister  will  find  that 
mention  of  the  new  book  and  its 
potential  help  to  the  church  fits  into 
his  first  call  after  the  death. 


our  titles  are:  The  Abingdon  Bible 
Commentary,  Christ  and  the  Fine 
Arts,  The  Questing  Spirit,  West- 
minster Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  A 
Guide  to  Understanding  the  Bible, 
and  Encyclopedia  of  Bible  Life. 
There  are,  of  course,  many  others 
that  properly  belong  in  a  church 
library,  and  we  shall  obtain  them 
as  we  move  down  the  list  selected 
by  the  committee.  In  public  an- 
nouncements concerning  the  library, 
we  have  made  it  possible  for  any 
who  wish  to,  to  give  a  memorial 
volume  to  the  library,  but  suggest 
that  the  committee's  choices  be 
selected  by  the  donor.  One  mother 
whose  son  was  killed  in  the  war 
considerably  before  the  memorial 
plan  was  started  gave  five  dollars 
for  the  committee  to  use  for  a  book. 

A  talented  woman  in  the  church 
letters  the  names  on  the  bookplates 
in  legible  Old  English,  and  the  plates 
are  then  glued  into  the  books. 

At  first  there  was  apprehension 
about  the  treatment  such  books 
would  receive  if  placed  in  an  open 
bookcase.  Naturally,  however,  to 
keep  such  books  out  of  circulation 
would  have  been  worse  than  buying 
flowers,  so  we  left  them  out  in  the 
open.  So  far  they  have  not  been 
injured  in  any  way  though  they  are 
frequently  used.    Only  one  restric- 


LOOKING    AHEAD  ...  to  September 

Labor  Sunday   Sept.     3 

Laymen's  Sunday Sept.  17 

Promotion  Day   Sept.  24 

Religious  Education  Week Sept.  24 — Oct.  1 

Youth  Program  Topic:    We  Are  a  World  Movement.    See  Aug.   13   issue 

of  Horizons. 
Suggested  program  for  women's  groups:    Glimpses  into  the  Girls  Schools 

of  India,  China,  Africa,  Ecuador. 
This  is  the  month  for  extended  planning  sessions  for  all  areas.    Consider 
holding  one  or  more  workers'  conferences  in  which  retiring  personnel 
share  ideas  with  new  workers.   One  of  these  might  be  in  the  form  of  a 
week-end  retreat. 
Co-operate  in  planning  for  a  community  leadership  training  school,  or  lay 

plans  for  a  local  church  class  or  school. 
Pastors  and  superintendents  have  received  folders  suggesting  ways  in  which 
the  churches  can  plan  for  this  year's  twentieth  annual  observance  of 
Religious  Education  Week,  both  in  the  local  church  and  in  the  com- 
munity. 


tion  is  placed  upon  their  use:  if 
anyone  wishes  to  borrow  them  for 
use  outside  the  church  they  are 
required  to  return  them  before 
church  school  opens  the  following 
Sunday.  Again,  there  have  been  no 
abuses  of  this  privilege. 

To  insure  the  interest  of  the 
people  at  large  in  the  Memorial 
Library  we  held  two  Lenten  meet- 
ings this  year  on  topics  dealt  with 
by  two  of  the  books,  thus  demon- 
strating the  practical  side  and 
inviting  wider  reading  of  religious 
material. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  this 
project  it  is  well  to  make  or  have 
made  a  special  bookcase  to  hold  the 
Memorial  Library.  This  again 
creates  respect  for  the  books — that 
are  to  be  used,  but  used  carefully, 
and  not  shoved  back  in  the  corner 
of  some  closet — as  some  church 
books  are. 

One  feature  or  value  in  such  a 
program  is  that  you  are  constantly 
adding  the  newest  and  best  refer- 
ence volumes.  Too  frequently, 
church  libraries  have  had  nothing 
added  since  Anne  of  Green  Gables, 
which  while  not  a  bad  book,  is  not 
particularly  helpful  to  the  teacher 
who  searches  continually  for  re- 
source material  for  church  school 
lessons. 

A  danger  in  starting  a  memorial 
library  is  that  some  well-intentioned 
folks  will  have  in  their  attics  a  score 
of  dusty,  musty  "religious  books" 
which  would  be  valueless.  For  this 
reason,  we  emphasize  the  place  of 
the  committee  in  choosing  the  books 
to  be  obtained.  .  .  . 

As  suggested  above,  the  board  of 
deacons  underwrites  the  cost  of  the 
memorial  books.  It  was  felt  that  the 


communion  service  offerings  during 
the  year  or  special  Lenten  offerings 
provided  appropriate  sources  for  the 
funds. 

At  first  the  committee  thought  in 
terms  of  five  dollars  per  volume, 
using  the  old  flower  stipend  as  a 
basis  for  action.  It  was  soon  dis- 
covered, however,  that  no  hard  and 
fast  monetary  value  could  or  should 
be  set.  We  should  select  books  we 
wanted  and  needed,  and  we  should 
not  think  in  terms  of  "how  much 
did  so-and-so's  book  cost?" 

Generally,  we  have  found  that 
good  books  we  wished  to  consider 
did  run  about  five  or  six  dollars. 
Once,  when  we  wanted  especially  a 
book  which  happened  to  cost  two- 
fifty  the  committee  thought  it  good 
to  buy  an  additional  volume  at  about 
the  same  price.    The  argument  be- 


hind this  was  to  add  books  as 
rapidly  as  possible  within  the  budget 
we  had  estimated. 

Whatever  method  of  financing  or 
method  of  selecting  books  is  used 
be  sure  that  the  matters  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  representative  commit- 
tee rather  than  of  the  minister  alone. 
Service  on  such  a  committee  is  not 
only  most  helpful  but  can  be  educa- 
tional as  well,  and  give  the  memorial 
library  a  splendid  start. 

Because  at  present  our  library  is 
so  small,  and  because  anything 
which  stimulates  the  reading  of 
religious  books  is  good  for  the 
church,  the  minister  has  put  his 
circulating  library  on  one  shelf  of 
the  new  bookcase.  The  shelf  con- 
tains contemporary  books  which 
come  through  his  personal  purchase 
and  book-reviewing  chores.  After 
they  are  read  they  are  put  in 
the  church  for  unrestricted  circula- 
tion. .  .  . 

This  minister's  library  has  been 
a  rewarding  by-product  of  the 
spoken  ministry,  reaching  a  score 
of  people  nearly  all  the  time,  caus- 
ing discussion  on  religious  matters 
and  surely  providing  good  devo- 
tional material  for  the  homes.  As 
new  volumes  are  added,  mention  is 
made  of  their  titles  in  the  church 
newsletter.  Now  and  then  a  mem- 
ber will  volunteer  a  book  to  be 
loaned  to  the  pool,  a  volume  which 
he  has  particularly  enjoyed. 

Our  memorial  library  has  solved 
the  "flower  problem"  with  better 
teaching  and  better  reading.  And 
the  minister's  shelf  has  extended 
the  ministry  of  our  church  during 
the  week.  You  might  give  these 
ideas  a  try. 

Reprinted  by  permission  of 
Church  Management 


Remittance  Blank 
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GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD  BOARD 

Church   of   the   Brethren 
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Emphasis  which  is  to  be  used  for  Brethren 
service,    and    foreign    missions. 


Name    

Street    address 

City    

State    

Congregation 
District    


AUGUST    19.     1950 


21 


fh    Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish 
Ministry  Again 


Gorman  A.  Zook 

Elkhart,  Iowa 


AT  THE  outset  let  me  say  that 
my  answer  is  in  reality  based 
on  reasons  of  the  heart  rather 
than  of  the  head.  The  reasoning  or, 
more  accurately,  the  feelings  of  the 
heart  are  not  easily  incorporated  in 
words. 

I  rather  suspect  that  any  fellow 
minister  of  mine  who  says,  "I  would 
do  it  again,"  will  confess  with  me 
that  he  has  not  arrived  at  such  a 
conclusion  on  the  basis  of  any  cold 
business  logic.  It  can  scarcely  be 
based  upon  a  process  of  balancing 
advantages  and  disadvantages  and 
finding  the  scaled  tipped  in  favor  of 
the  former.  I  am  sure  that  I  did 
not  choose  the  pastoral  ministry  as 
a  vocation  twenty  years  ago  on  the 
basis  of  its  advantages  over  other 
vocations  or  on  the  basis  of  certain 
specific  rewards  I  could  foresee  in 
it.  Now  that  I  am  asked  to  say  why 
I  would  do  it  again,  I  feel  more  sure 
than  ever  that  it  is  not  a  cold- 
headed,  businesslike,  score-card 
proposition. 

I  have  a  strong  conviction  that 
choosing  the  pastoral  ministry  ought 
to  be  more  a  matter  of  the  heart 
than  of  the  head.  But  let  me  hasten 
to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  there 
should  be  no  intelligence  used  in 
such  a  choice.  Nothing  could  be 
more  tragic.  Certainly  anyone  con- 
templating his  answer  to  the  call  of 
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the  ministry  should  make  an  in- 
telligent approach  to  his  answer. 
There  must  of  necessity  be  an  in- 
telligent understanding  of  what  is 
required,  of  the  function  of  the 
pastoral  minister,  of  the  qualifica- 
tions needed,  etc.  There  is  no  reason 
why  the  feelings  of  the  heart  cannot 
be  intelligently  guided,  but  unless 
the  choice  is  first  of  all  made  in  the 
heart,  it  cannot  be  made  with  the 
mind. 

As  I  examine  my  own  feelings  on 
the  matter  at  this  point,  my  heart 


tells  me  that  I  could  scarcely  do 
other  than  choose  the  pastoral  min- 
istry again.  Something  has  "gotten 
inside  of  me"  during  these  years, 
and  I  think  it  must  be  the  result  of 
certain  basic  satisfactions  which  are 
inherent  in  this  calling  for  those  who 
will  put  heart,  soul,  mind  and 
strength  into  it.  Can  it  be  put  in 
words? 

As  said  above,  I  believe  there  are 
certain  basic  satisfactions  which  are 
inherent  in  this  calling.  The  first 
of    these    is    the    satisfaction    that 


Top:  Gorman 
Zook  at  the  door 
of  the  Des 
Moines  Valley 
church 


Bottom:     Before 
the  church  sign- 
board 
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comes  to  one  who  works  with 
supreme  values.  The  pastoral  minis- 
ter works  with  and  for  people. 
Human  values  are  his  chief  concern. 
He  is  a  co-worker  with  God  in  the 
salvation  of  souls.  Work  to  be 
satisfying,  I  believe,  must  have  value 
and  significance.  Certainly  the  pas- 
toral ministry  has  value  and  signifi- 
cance. I  confess  that  my  greatest 
need  in  times  of  discouragement  is 
to  realize  again  the  true  significance 
of  my  work.  Many  of  the  little 
duties  and  chores  of  the  pastoral 
ministry  seem  at  the  moment  to  have 
little  relevance  to  his  ultimate  goal, 
and  it  is  therein  that  my  temptations 
to  become  discouraged  arise.  I  do 
not  dare  lose  sight  of  the  real  signifi- 
cance of  my  work.  In  spite  of  the 
problems  and  difficulties  along  the 
way,  there  is  a  value  and  a  signifi- 
cance to  the  pastoral  ministry  that 
provides  a  basic  satisfaction. 

In  the  second  place,  I  could  not 
leave  out  the  element  of  fellowship. 
In  many  respects  the  pastoral  min- 
ister is  lonely.  Because  he  is  a 
leader,  he  must  constantly  be  out 
ahead  beckoning  people  on.  Many 
times  there  is  no  one  to  share  his 
dreams  and  hopes.  And  yet,  his  is  a 
fellowship  with  the  best  people 
there    are    on    earth.     Though    they 


may  not  understand  his  dreams  for 
them,  yet  for  the  most  part  they 
love  him  because  he  does  dream  for 
them.  As  my  wife  and  I  reflect  over 
the  twenty  years  we  have  served  in 
the  ministry,  certainly  one  of  the 
most  heartwarming  memories  is  that 
of  the  many  friendships  which  have 
come  to  us  along  the  way. 

Many  of  these  friendships  have 
been  hammered  out  in  an  intimate 
sharing  of  the  joys  and  sorrows  of 
life.  This  is  the  stuff  that  real  friend- 
ships are  made  of.  When  the  min- 
ister stands  in  the  presence  of  death 
and  clasps  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  lost  a  loved  one  to  say  some- 
thing he  cannot  say  in  words;  when 
he  stands  before  two  young  people 
to  speak  the  words  which  make 
them  man  and  wife  and  asks  God's 
blessings  upon  their  new-found 
home;  when  he  receives  them  and 
their  new  baby  at  the  altar  where 
new  life  is  dedicated  to  God — these 
are  times  when  he  feels  a  fellowship 
with  man  and  with  God  that  there 
are  no  words  to  express.  This  kind 
of  fellowship  is  unquestionably  one 
of  the  basic  satisfactions  that  the 
pastoral  minister  may  carry  with 
him  into  eternity. 

Ours  is  a  creative  work.  To  see 
life  growing  and   developing  in  its 


possibilities,  to  see  "diamonds  in  the 
rough"  being  brought  into  their  full 
beauty,  to  see  the  gospel  slowly  but 
surely  performing  its  miracles  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  people — these  are 
privileges  of  the  pastoral  minister. 
Oh,  yes,  I  know  the  process  is  slow 
and  sometimes  unbelievably  dis- 
couraging. Sometimes  the  change 
seems  almost  to  be  microscopic,  but 
the  scientist  finds  his  satisfaction  in 
what  he  sees  unfolding  under  the 
microscope.  Ours  is  the  glorious 
privilege  of  placing  even  a  little 
leaven  in  the  lump. 

I  think  there  is  a  basic  satisfac- 
tion in  the  fact  that  it  is  a  challenge 
of  a  lifetime.  Even  when  he  can 
no  longer  take  up  the  tools  of  active 
service,  the  pastoral  minister  may 
still  be  of  service.  From  his  life 
may  yet  go  a  challenge  to  those  in 
whom  his  active  labors  have  built  a 
'  confidence.  There  is  always  the 
promise  of  a  glorious  future.  This 
I  believe  is  assured  in  Hebrews 
11:40,  "God  having  provided  some 
better  thing  concerning  us,  that 
apart  from  us  they  should  not  be 
made  perfect."  Even  so  shall  the 
fruits  of  our  labors  be  revealed  in 
the  unknown  tomorrow.  Ours  is  a 
calling  of  a  lifetime  which  does  not 
end  with  a  lifetime. 
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A  page  from  a  China  diary- 


A  Visit  to  a   Kuan  Yin  Temple,  Suining 


MARCH  9,  1948.  In  the  afternoon 
Lloyd  [Dr.  E.  Lloyd  Cunning- 
ham] and  I  decided  to  visit 
the  famous  Kuan  Yin  temple  we  had 
passed  coming  into  the  city.  The 
big  celebration  was  about  a  week 
off,  but  already  hundreds  of  pilgrims 
had  arrived.  Every  few  minutes  a 
procession  would  make  its  way 
down  the  street,  bearing  gifts  of 
candles  and  food  and  carrying  flags 
and  banners,  and  preceded  by  gong 
beaters  and  trumpeters. 

.  The  way  out  was  lined  with 
beggars  that  defy  description;  they 
were  stationed  about  every  ten  feet. 
Most  of  them  were  blind;  others 
had  terrible  ulcers;  some  were 
paralytics;  a  few  that  had  the 
appearance  of  lepers.  Some  had  no 
obvious  places  in  which  to  live; 
others  had  fixed  up  quarters  under 


the  roots  of  trees,  in  the  ditch  by 
the  road,  under  some  pillars,  etc. 
Just  to  walk  by  this  line  of  begging 
wretched  and  filthy  humanity  made 
me  feel  miserable.  They  are  here  in 
the  hope  that  pilgrims,  trying  to 
acquire  merit,  will  drop  money  or 
food  into  their  empty  bowls.  Indeed, 
we  saw  some  of  the  pilgrims  drop- 
ping a  bill  in  every  bowl. 

The  temple  was  crowded  and  we 
did  not  intrude  on  their  ceremony. 
They  were  entering  a  back  door, 
kneeling  and  working  forward  a 
distance  of  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  feet.  In  the  middle  of  the 
room  was  a  huge  furnace  and  at 
this  point  they  thrust  in  handfuls, 
armfuls,  of  paper  money — so  much 
so  that  the  fire  was  roaring  briskly. 
At  the  front,  priests  were  busy  col- 
lecting   money,    receiving    gifts    of 


Andrew  Holderreed 

Sunnyside,  Washington 


candles  to  burn  in  front  of  the 
golden  Kuan  Yin  image;  they  were 
also  busy  passing  out  strips  of  paper 
to  the  faithful.  Ever  so  often  a  priest 
would  run  to  the  back  door  and  set 
off  a  terrific  charge  of  firecrackers. 
This  may  not  have  scared  the  devil, 
but  it  caught  me  unawares!  Some  of 
the  worshipers  wore  long  yellow 
robes  and  Buddha  masks;  why,  I 
do  not  know. 

This  is  one  of  the  seven  famous 
Kuan  Yin  temples  in  China,  where 
she  is  really  supposed  to  have  died. 
This  is  all  double-talk,  for  that 
means  she  is  really  alive  and  hence 
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is  present  to  help  the  faithful  who 
might  come. 

Here  is  ageless  history  for  you! 
We  climb  over,  or  crowd  through 
broken  humanity  to  the  temples  to 
seek  the   gods   or   a  goddess.    How 


gullible  we  men  are  to  suppose  these 
fables  of  men's  minds  and  fabrica- 
tions of  men's  hands  could  bless  us, 
heal  us,  bring  us  either  good  or  ill 
fortune.  Bad  gods  or  no,  men  still 
hunger  for  God! 


Andrew  and  Louise  Holderreed  examining  a  Chinese  paper  god 


What  Does  God   Require? 


ON  ONE  trip  to  the  ancient  city 
of  Chengtu,  Szechuan,  Calvin 
Bright  conducted  me  through 
a  temple  known  as  Wen  Shu  Ssu, 
located  in  the  North  City.  After  a 
casual  inspection  of  the  main  courts 
of  the  temple,  we  were  shown  into 
the  very  famous  and  private  library 
and  museum  of  the  temple — thanks 
to  Calvin's  wide  contacts  and  to  the 
respect  accorded  him  for  his  knowl- 
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edge  of  ancient  Chinese  history  and 
legend.  Upon  request,  a  monk  pro- 
duced for  our  inspection  a  volume  of 
the  Hua  Yen  Sutra,  which  was 
written  with  human  blood.  This  was 
a  form  of  ascetic  devotion  on  the 
part  of  some  monk  or  monks  who 
hoped  in  this  way  to  please  Buddha. 
For  a  year  prior  to  the  writing,  the 
monks  ate  no  salt  in  their  already 
meatless  and  plain  diet.  When  the 
writing  began,  a  pricked  finger 
supplied     the     blood-ink     for     the 


strokes  of  their  brushes.  Here  were 
Buddhist  scriptures  written  in 
blood! 

Upon  reflection  there  came  to 
mind  an  incident  reported  from  the 
church  at  Carthage  in  the  early 
centuries  of  the  Christian  era. 
During  a  plague,  some  Christians 
complained  because  they  were 
dying  in  sick  beds  and  not  as 
martyrs  in  the  arena.  The  bishop 
comforted  them  with  wise  words 
and,  among  other  things,  said,  "God 
does  not  ask  for  our  blood,  but  for 
our  faith." — A.  H. 


General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

German  Church  Stresses  Brother- 
hood of  Nations 

Despite  the  separation  of  Germany 
into  eastern  and  western  areas,  the 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
(EKID)  has  declared,  "We  remain 
one  nation,  thus  being  bound  to  keep 
up  brotherly  communion  with  one 
another  and  brotherly  respect  for 
each  other." 

The  council,  in  a  resolution,  also 
said  it  was  aware  of  its  responsibili- 
ty for  evangelical  Christendom  both 
in  the  East  and  West. 

"In  the  affliction  of  dismember- 
ment, which  we  are  experiencing," 
the  resolution  said,  "there  is  revealed 
God's  judgment  upon  all  we  have 
failed  to  do.  This  affliction  will  only 
be  overcome  by  our  falling  back  on 
God's  commandments,  which  remain 
the  foundation  of  a  just  order  in  the 
lives   of  nations." 

Protestants  Urged  to  Shun  Games 
of  Chance 

Protestants  in  Detroit  were  ad- 
vised by  the  Detroit  Council  of 
Churches  not  to  support  or  to 
patronize  any  games  of  chance  "pur- 
porting to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
religious  or  charitable  causes."  The 
admonition  came  in  a  statement  con- 
demning raffles  or  "other  enterprises 
in  the  nature  of  gambling  sponsored 
by,  or  declared  to  be  for  the  benefit 
of,  charitable  organizations." 

The  statement  also  warned  that 
most  gambling  enterprises  ostensibly 
operated  for  charity  actually  are 
operated  for  gain  by  promoters  using 
charity  as  a  cover. 

"It  is  an  established  principle  of 
Christianity  and  of  sound  morality," 
the  statement  declared,  "that  the 
basis  of  life  is  earning  a  living  by 
work  and  thrift,  and  that  every  man, 
so  far  as  able,  should  contribute  the 


equivalent  of  what  he  receives, 
either  directly  by  work  for  himself 
or  indirectly  by  service  to  others. 

"The  substitution  of  easy  money, 
obtained  by  chance,  for  money 
earned  by  honest  effort  disintegrates 
moral  fibre  and  produces  a  class  of 
idle  parasites.  The  principle  is 
wrong,  and  even  in  a  small  degree 
should  not  be  encouraged  by  any 
organization  claiming  to  represent 
the  cause  of  morality. 

"Religious  and  charitable  institu- 
tions should  set  a  higher  standard  of 
conduct  than  those  serving  lesser 
purposes,  and  they  destroy  their 
own  ends  if  they  resort  to  methods 
disapproved  for  the  conduct  of 
private  business." 

Community  Church  Groups  to 
Merge 

A  merging  convention  which  will 
unite  the  nation's  two  major  Negro 
and  white  community  church  or- 
ganizations was  held  at  Lake  Forest 
College,  Chicago,  Aug.  16-20,  it  was 
announced  by  Dr.  Roy  A.  Burkhart, 
president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Community  Churches. 

Delegates  representing  nearly  300 
community,  federated,  union  and  fel- 
lowship type  churches  are  scheduled 
to  meet  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Burkhart  and  Dr.  Joseph  Evans, 
president  of  the  Biennial  Council  of 
Community  Churches,  the  national 
Negro  community  church  organiza- 
tion. 

Commenting  on  the  proposed 
merger,  Dr.  Burkhart  said: 

"For  the  colored,  interracial  and 
white  community  churches  to  merge 
into  one  agency  is  significant  not 
only  in  the  light  of  the  growing 
ecumenical  movement  but  in  the 
light  of  the  new  world." 

He  called  the  merger  "one  of  the 
most  significant  events  in  the  history 
of  the  church  and  one  of  the  most 
promising  in  the  movement  for  a 
united  church." 

Bunche  Sees  Human  Relations 
Major  World  Problem 

Time  is  frighteningly  short  for 
the  survival  of  civilization  and 
mankind,  Dr.  Ralph  Bunche  de- 
clared at  the  dedication  of  a  mem- 
orial library  and  a  foundation 
honoring  the  late  Count  Folke 
Bernadotte  at  Gustavus  Adolphus 
College. 

Dr.  Bunche,  who  is  director  of  the 
United  Nations  trusteeship  division, 
said  the  fundamental  cause  of  the 
world  crisis  is  not  the  conflict  be- 
tween West  and  East,  nor  even  the 
threat    of    A-bombs    and    H-bombs, 


but  the  problem  of  human  relations. 

'The  truth  is,"  he  warned,  "that 
there  can  be  but  one  really  secure 
foundation  for  peace  in  the  world; 
that  foundation  must  be  in  the  at- 
titudes which  reflect  the  state  of  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men. 

"Without  great  changes  in  human 
attitudes,"  he  continued,  "without 
massive  strides  toward  human  un- 
derstanding and  brotherhood,  the 
most  perfect  international  machinery 
for  peace  will  ultimately  be  un- 
availing. 

"No  mechanical  device,  no  inter- 
national charters  or  pacts,  no  diplo- 
macy, however  ingenious,  can  serve 
to  save  mankind  from  itself,  if  man 
in  his  relations  with  man  remains 
mean  and  brutish." 

An  exchange  of  students  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tions will  be  carried  on  through  the 
Bernadotte   foundation. 

EKID  to  Promote  European  Church 
Peace  Appeal 

The  council  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Germany  (EKID)  an- 
nounced  following   a   meeting   here 
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that  it  intends  to  contact  other  Prot- 
estant churches  in  Europe  in  an 
effort  to  "promote  the  general  peace 
efforts  being  made  by  the  churches." 

It  was  voted  to  ask  the  European 
churches  whether  they  would  iden- 
tify themselves  with  a  peace  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  in  Berlin  in 
April  and  whether  they  would  join 
in  a  universal  peace  appeal. 

In  the  event  of  a  positive  response, 
it  was  stated,  the  council  will  sug- 
gest that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  hold  a  regional  conference 
of  European  churches  to  promote  the 
appeal. 

Bishop  Asks  Fair  Play  for  Sextons 

An  appeal  for  fair  play  toward  the 
church  sexton  was  made  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Benjamin  D.  Dagwell,  Episcopal 
bishop  of  Oregon,  in  his  newsletter 
to  parishioners. 

"Is  the  church  sexton  someone 
you  automatically  assocate  with  a 
mop  and  broom?"  he  asked.  "Is  he 
the  incarnation  of  everything  that 
'goes  wrong'  at  Sunday  morning 
services?    Too  many  of  us  take  our 
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Doorway  lo  a  Happy  Home.  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Hamilton.  Bobbs-Merrill,  1950. 
234  pages.   $2.50. 

The  reader  senses  at  once  that 
here  a  devoted  homemaker  is  shar- 
ing the  realities  which  make  family 
living  meaningful  and  vital.  A  pre- 
scription for  homemakers,  it  pro- 
vides inspiration,  encouragement 
and  wholesome  advice.  Considered 
are  interests  and  problems  ranging 
from  the  importance  of  a  happy 
childhood  and  a  kindly  understand- 
ing of  the  adolescent  to  the  possibil- 
ities for  the  happier  adjustments 
which  can  be  a  part  of  our  growing 
older.  Throughout  the  whole  is  the 
concern  for  families  to  tap  more  of 
the  possibilities  for  refreshed  spirits, 
and  there  are  very  practical  sugges- 
tions for  doing  that.  To  point  up  a 
few  of  these:  In  the  chapter  headed 
God  With  Us  is  a  discussion  of  the 
steps  of  progression  in  communion 
with  God.  Chapter  six,  Family 
Prayers,  gives  an  answer  to  how  to 
make  family  worship  really  mean- 
ingful.— Mrs.  Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa. 

The  Efficient  Church  Officer.  Eu- 
gene D.  Dolloff.  Revell,  1949.  176 
pages.    $2.00. 

An     excellent     informative     and 


rather  complete  book  of  informa- 
tion on  the  qualifications  and  duties 
of  various  church  officials  and  com- 
mittees; it  was  written  by  an  out- 
standing Baptist  minister,  evangelist 
and  administrator.  The  officers  con- 
sidered include:  deacons,  finance 
officers,  Christian  education  person- 
nel, directors  of  music,  ushers,  mod- 
erators, keepers  of  records,  those  in 
charge  of  flowers,  etc.  It  might  well 
be  a  reference  book  in  every  church 
library. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

Faith  Is  Power.  Daniel  A.  Poling. 
Greenberg,   1950.    212  pages.    $2.50. 

Dan  Poling,  editor  of  the  Chris- 
tian Herald,  is  a  great  storyteller.  In 
his  writing  and  in  his  speaking  he 
leans  heavily  upon  illustration,  often 
personal  illustration.  This  book  is  a 
compilation  of  his  personal  expe- 
riences with  prayer.  Those  who  have 
enjoyed  his  writings  in  the  Christian 
Herald  will  enjoy  the  book.  For 
Brethren  readers  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that  Dr.  Poling  included  in 
this  book  a  chapter  arguing  against 
the  pacifist  position.  Dr.  Poling, 
seemingly,  has  always  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  understand  that  point  of 
view. — Desmond   W.   Bittinger. 
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sextons  for  granted.  We  rarely  give 
them  much  thought  except  when 
the  church  is  cold  or  dusty  or  a  fuse 
blows  out  during  the  singing  of  the 
offertory  anthem. 

"We  want  them  on  hand  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day  and  believe  they 
can  do  without  vacations.  As  for 
their  ultimate  retirement  on  a 
definite  pension,  such  thought 
smacks  of  radicalism  in  many  quar- 
ters. 

"The  sober  truth  is  that  sextons 
are  human  like  the  rest  of  us  and 
must  be  treated  accordingly.  Any- 
thing that  dignifies  their  position 
and  their  estimate  of  themselves  as 
workers  for  God  in  his  temple  is 
greatly  desired. 

"Recently,  the  bishop  of  Michigan 
called  for  a  day  of  prayer  for  all 
sextons  of  Episcopal  churches  in  his 
diocese.  In  at  least  one  area  of  the 
church  sextons  meet  together  at 
luncheon  occasionally  for  fellow- 
ship and  mutuality. 

"Our  sextons  are  fellow  parish- 
ioners. They  and  we  are  members  of 
the  same  congregation.  Let  us  al- 
ways treat  them  as  fellow  Christians 
and  friends.  Best  of  all,  let  us  help 
them  do  their  jobs  with  dignity 
and  honor." 


Anniversary 

and  Weddings  .  .  . 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Grimm  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  on  Jan. 
29,  1950,  with  open  house  at  their  home 
In  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Mathias  Grimm  and  Katie  Winand  were 


married  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Grimm's 
parents  in  Moulstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  29,  1900. 
They  began  farming  along  the  Lincoln 
Highway  near  Abbottstown,  Pa.  They  are 
both  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

They  have  six  children,  all  of  whom 
were  present  for  the  celebration:  Mrs. 
Miriam  Gordon  and  Mrs.  Mary  Meashey, 
both  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Earl  Shaffer, 
Ervin,  John  and  Maurice,  all  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa.  They  also  have  seventeen  grand- 
children and  eight  great-grandchildren. 

The  couple  received  many  beautiful 
gifts,  flowers  and  cards.  Many  friends  and 
relatives  called  to  wish  them  well. — Mrs. 
Chester  Meashey,  Hershey,  Pa. 


Allen-Hoover. — Harold  L.  Allen  of 
Oneida,  Kansas,  and  Ruth  L.  Hoover  of 
Emporia,  Kansas,  June  8,  1950,  in  the 
Methodist  church,  Oneida,  Kansas,  by  the 
undersigned,  grandfather  of  the  bride. — 
J.  J.  Tawzer,  Hastings,  Nebr. 

Baugher-Fisher. — J.  Robert  Baugher  and 
Jeannine  Fisher,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
in  the  Waynesboro  church,  June  10,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — George  L.  Detweiler, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Bender-Reiber. — Kermit  W.  Bender  of 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  Dorothy  A.  Reiber  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  July  1,  1950,  in  the 
Elizabethtown  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Ralph  Z.  Ebersole,  Reading,  Pa. 

Butler-Good. — Ray  Butler,  Jr.,  of  Lor- 
ain, Ohio,  and  Janet  R.  Good  of  Waynes- 
boro, June  25,  1950,  at  the  bride's  home,  by 
the  undersigned. — George  L.  Detweiler, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Herr-Mohler. — John  H.  Herr  of  Landis- 
ville.  Pa.,  and  Theresa  J.  Mohler  of  Rohr- 
erstown,  Pa.,  June  18,  1950,  in  the 
Mountville  church,  Pa.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Norman  L.  Bowers,  Landisville, 
Pa. 

Hoffer-Elsessor.— J.  Mark  Hoffer  of  Leb- 
anon, Pa.,  and  Anna  Grace  Elsessor  of 
Schaefferstown,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  A.  R.  Bash- 
man  of  the  Reformed  church. — Carl  W. 
Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Hyllon-Schneider. — Norman  G.  W.  Hyl- 
ton  of  Cambria,  Va.,  and  Miriam  S. 
Schneider  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  July  1, 
1950,  in  the  Westminster  church,  Md.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Harold  Z.  Bomberger, 
Westminster,  Md. 

Lear-Jenkins. — William  L.  Lear  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Kohneita  R.  Jenkins  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  June  24,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — E.  R.  Fisher, 
Huntington,  Ind. 

Lewis-Weaver. — John  E.  Lewis  and  Eliza- 
beth Weaver,  both  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  June 
17,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— Marion  M.  Morris,  Anderson,  Ind. 

Ribb-Shock. — Russell  J.  Ribb  and  Mari- 
lyn Shock,  in  the  La  Verne  church,  Calif., 
June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Galen 
K.  Walker,  Glendora,  Calif. 

Warsiler-Miller.— Harold  E.  Warstler  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  and  Betty  Jo  Miller  of  Stan- 
ley, Wis.,  June  25,  1950,  in  the  Stanley 
church,  by  the  undersigned,  the  bride's 
father.— Walter  A.  Miller,  Stanley,  Wis. 

Wolfe-Haughl.— Lavern  E.  Wolfe  of  Un- 
iontown,  Pa.,  and  Donna  Mae  Haught  of 
Lemont,  Pa.,  July  2,  1950,  in  the  Union- 
town  church,  by  the  undersigned. — M. 
Guy  West,  Uniontown,  Pa. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 
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Frank  Kreider 

Frank,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  Seidner 
Kreider,  was  born  June  9,  1862,  in  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.,  and  died  May  19,  1950. 

In  1889  he  was  married  to  Maggie  Paul- 
us,  who  died  in  1904.  To  this  union  one 
child  was  born.  In  1905  he  was  married 
to  Goldie  Mishler,  who  died  in  1926.  To 
this  union  were  born  seven  children,  six 
of  whom  survive.  In  1929  he  was  again 
married  to  Dora  Hendricks,  who  survives. 

In  1895  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  in 
the  Elkhart  Valley  church,  Ind.,  where  he 
served  all  of  his  life.  In  1904  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  eldership.  He  served  as 
elder  of  his  home  church  for  many  years 
and  spent  many  years  in  district  work. 
His  kind  and  sympathetic  personality  won 
him  a  -wide  circle  of  friends,  and  many 
accepted  Christ  through  his  ministry. 

Surviving  besides  his  wife  are  three 
sons,  Albert  V.  of  New  Paris,  Ind.,  Carl  W. 
of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  Dayton  J.  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.;  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Christ 
Huber  of  Foraker,  Ind.,  Mrs.  Willis  Scherck 
of  Goshen,  Ind.,  Mrs.  Lewis  Weldy  and 
Mrs.  Wayne  Wagner,  both  of  Elkhart; 
seventeen  grandchildren;  seven,  great- 
grandchildren; and  a  brother,  Jeremiah 
of  Seffner,  Fla. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Elkhart  Valley  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  T.  E.  George  of  Goshen, 
Ind.— Charles  Stouder,  Elkhart,  Ind. 


Katie  Lucinda  Hasselrolh 

Katie   Lucinda   Hasselroth,    daughter   of 
Michael  and  Clara  Diest  Bowman  of  Berk- 
ley Mill,  Pa.,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1883,  and 
passed  away  at  her 

mxmamam,„,^-^^       home  near  Wellers- 

burg,  Pa.,  March  2, 
1950. 

Sister  Hasselroth 
joined  the  Meyers- 
dale  church,  Pa.,  at 
the  age  of  twelve 
years.  In  1901  she 
was  married  to 
Wesley  Hasselroth, 
who  passed  away 
in  1944. 

She  is  survived 
by  eight  children:  Mrs.  James  Porter  of 
Ellerslie,  Md.,  Mrs.  Virgil  Lowery  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Sherman,  both  of  Hyndman,  Pa.,  Rob- 
ert of  Cumberland,  Md.,  Clyde  of  LaVale, 
Md.,  Theodore,  Marling  and  Betty  at 
home,  and  a  stepson,  Raymond  Hasselroth. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
home  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum  of  Cum- 
berland, Md.  Interment  was  in  the  Cooks 
cemetery. — Betty  Hasselroth,  Hyndman, 
Pa. 

Cecil  D.  Beckwiih 

Cecil  D.,  son  of  Rhoda  and  George  Riley 
Beckwith,  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Iowa,  Nov.  30,  1878,  and  died  June  15, 
1950. 

His  childhood  was  spend  in  the  vicinity 
of  Adams  County.  In  1901  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Louisa  Thomas  of  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 
To  this  union  were  born  eight  children, 
two  of  whom,  Violet  and  Clesson,  pre- 
ceded him  in  death. 

In  1913  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Mt.  Etna  and  had  remained 
active  since  that  time.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  short  time  spent  in  North 
Dakota  in  1903,  his  entire  adult  life  was 
spent  in  this  community. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  three  daugh- 
ters, Gladys  Barnes  of  Mason  City,  Iowa, 
Fondeen  Westshal  of  Bridgewater,  Iowa, 
and  Marjorie  Botson  of  Prescott,  Iowa; 
three  sons,  Thomas  E.  of  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  Duane  of  Arispe,  Iowa,  and  Theo 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  sixteen  grandchildren; 
four  sisters,  Gertrude  Eno  of  Villisca, 
Iowa,  Letha  Litton  of  Powell,  Wy.,  Beulah 
Chappell  of  Corning,  Iowa,  and  Georgia 
Brown  of  Creston,  Iowa. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mt. 
Etna  church  by  Bro.  Homer  F.  Caskey,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  O.  L.  Davison  and  H.  K. 
Rogers.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Etna 
cemetery. — Homer  F.  Caskey,  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Argenbright,  Lonnie  Bertram,  son  of 
Titus  J.  and  Sarah  Skyles  Argenbright, 
was  born  Feb.  22,  1889,  at  Mt.  Solon,  Va., 
and  died  in  the  same  community,  June  22, 
1950.  On  Jan.  19,  1917,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Meda  M.  Garber.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  church  for  the  past 
thirty-three  years.  He  served  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  several  years 
and  was  teacher  of  the  Bible  class  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  four  daughters,  three  sons,  one  sis- 
ter, two  brothers  and  five  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  his  pastor, 
Bro.  I.  J.  Garber,  at  the  Sangerville 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cem- 
etery.— Anna  Mary  Click,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

Austin,  Rose,  daughter  of  James  Allen 
and  Jennie  Richardson,  was  born  in  De- 
fiance County,  Ohio,  March  6,  1877,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Fruita,  Colo.,  June 
7,  1950.  She  was  married  to  John  A. 
Austin  on  Sept.  3,  1922,  in  Fruita.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  and  tireless 
worker  in  the  Fruita  congregation  for 
many  years.  She  and  her  husband  helped 
for  a  time  in  the  Brethren  work  project  at 
Falfurrias,  Texas,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  various  affairs  at  Camp  Mack,  Ind. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  step- 
daughter, one  stepson,  four  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Fruita  church  by  the  undersigned  and 
E.  F.  Weaver.  Burial  was  in  the  Elm  Lawn 


cemetery  at  Fruita. — R.  W.  Hoover,  Grand 
Junction,   Colo. 

Biehl,  Howard  T.,  husband  of  Mable  A. 
Biehl,  died  May  16,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
forty-one  years.  He  united  with  the  Uni- 
versity Park  church  by  letter  on  Oct.  3, 
1943.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Chambers  funeral  home  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Elder  J.  H.  Hollinger  of 
the  Washington  City  church.  Interment 
was  in  Pennsylvania. — Lee  A.  Weaver, 
Hyattsville,  Md. 

Botkin,  Louella  Peck,  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1879,  near  Crab  Bottom,  Va.,  and  died 
June  23,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Mt.  Solon, 
Va.  In  February  1896,  she  was  married  to 
James  N.  Botkin.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  daughters  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Emman- 
uel church  by  Bro.  L.  D.  Rose,  assisted 
by  Bro.  I.  J.  Garber  and  Rev.  T.  A. 
Graves.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.—Betty   Shull,  Mt.   Solon,   Va. 

Bowers,  Alice,  was  born  in  Randolph, 
Ohio,  and  died  May  3,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than 
fifty  years  and  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  .  Springfield  church  in  Northeastern 
Ohio.  She  is  survived  by  four  sons,  two 
daughters,  one  brother,  one  sister,  four- 
teen grandchildren  and  ten  great-grand- 
children.— Luella  Cordier,  Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Burkholder,  Anna  Mary,  died  at  her 
home  in  York  Springs,  Pa.,  April  21,  1950. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Upper 
Conewago  congregation  for  many  years. 
She  is  survived  by  her  sister  and  several 
nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Latimore  church  by  Elder  J. 
M.  Danner.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoin- 
ing cemetery. — Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Butler,  Frank,  son  of  Orville  and  Mary 
Butler,  was  born  Jan.  3,  1877,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Juniata,  Nebr.,  May  22,  1950. 
He  is  survived  by  three  brothers  and  three 
sisters.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Volland  funeral  home  in 
Hastings,  Nebr.,  by  the  undersigned,  and 
burial  was  in  the  Juniata  cemetery. — J.  J. 
Tawzer,   Hastings,  Nebr. 

Butler,  Mary  Liveringhouse,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  Aug.  3,  1854,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Minden,  Nebr., 
May  27,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Orville 
Butler,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in 
1917.  To  this  union  were  born  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Two  sons  preceded 
her  in  death.  She  was  a  long-time  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  where  she 
served  as  song  leader  and  Sunday-school 
teacher.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Community  church  in  Juniata,  Nebr.,  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  Daniel, 
pastor  of  the  Community  church,  and  Rev.  • 
Harris  of  Minden,  Nebr.  Interment  was 
in  the  Juniata  cemetery. — J.  J.  Tawzer, 
Hastings,   Nebr. 

Collins,  Rosa  Ann,  daughter  of  Jackson 
and  Sarah  Hunt  Baker,  was  born  in  Flora, 
Ind.,  Dec.  6,  1881,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  son  in  the  same  city  June  26,  1950. 
She  was  married  to  John  Collins  in  1899, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  thirteen 
children,  six  of  whom  preceded  her  in 
death.  Her  husband  died  in  1947.  She  is 
survived  by  seven  children,  twenty-seven 
grandchildren,  eight  great-grandchildren 
and  three  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Flora  church  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Flora  church  by 
the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Moss 
cemetery  near  Flora. — W.  Harlan  Smith, 
Flora,  Ind. 

Cuisinger,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Mary  Fink  Ewing,  was  born  May 
22,  1871,  in  the  state  of  Maryland  and  died 
May  19,  1950,  at  Pasadena,  Calif.  In  Sep- 
tember 1922  she  was  married  to  Carl  Cut- 
singer.  She  was  baptized  in  the  Lanark 
church,  111.,  by  I.  B.  Trout  and,  after  mov- 
ing to  Pasadena,  she  became  a  member  of 
the  Pasadena  church.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  one  daughter,  one  son,  one 
brother,  one  sister,  four  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Reynolds-Eberly-Ut- 
ter-McKinley  funeral  home  in  Pasadena  by 
Paul  Mohler  and  the  undersigned.    Inter- 


ments was  in  the  Mountain  View  cemetery. 
— Donald  E.  Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Diemer,  Floyd  E.,  died  June  28,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried on  Oct.  14,  1906,  one  daughter  and 
two  granddaughters.  In  1904  he  was  re- 
ceived into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  the  East  Nimishillen 
congregation  near  Hartville,  Ohio.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  First  church,  Ak- 
ron, where  he  had  served  as  a  deacon 
since  1921.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Hopkins  funeral  home  in  East  Akron 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  A.  B.  Rep- 
logle  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Burial  was  in 
the  East  Nimishillen  cemetery. — A.  H.  Mil- 
ler, New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Elicker,  Martin,  son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia 
Ann  Elicker,  was  born  near  Rossville,  Pa., 
Sept.  15,  1866,  and  died  March  4,  1950,  at 
his  home  near  Franklintown,  Pa.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
an  early  age.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
four  daughters  and  five  sons.  Two  chil- 
dren preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Albert  Cook,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Eichelberger  and  Bro. 
Wayne  Cook,  in  the  Wolgemuth  church. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J. 
Albert   Cook,   Dillsburg,   Pa. 

Flickinger,  Addie  S.,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Lydia  Heikes,  was  born  at  Rulo,  Nebr., 
March  19,  1867,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Morrill,  Kansas,  June  25,  1950.  On  Feb. 
18,  1886,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Calvin  W.  Flickinger,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  in  1927.  To  this  union  were  born 
nine  children.  Early  in  her  married  life 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  is  survived  by  three  daughters, 
two  sons,  fourteen  grandchildren  and  nine 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Morrill  church  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Morrill  cem- 
etery.— L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Flora,  Mollie  D.,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Mary  Naff,  was  born  July  15,  1881,  in 
Boones  Mill,  Va.,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1949. 
On  Oct.  30,  1901,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  George  Curtis  Flora  and  to  this 
union  were  born  eight  children.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  six  children,  two 
sisters,  two  brothers,  both  of  whom  are 
ministers,  and  twelve  grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Antioch 
church  by  Brethren  Frank  B.  Layman,  Sr., 
and  N.  M.  Bowman.  Interment  was  in  the 
church  cemetery. — Mrs.  R.  Elbert  Milliron, 
Rocky  Mount,  Va. 

Forney,  Nellie  Grace,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Darr,  was  born  Nov.  5,  1891,  and 
died  June  10,  1950.  She  united  with  the 
church  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  Milton  Forney, 
three  sons,  four  daughters,  five  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Sipesville  church  bjt  Rev.  Herbert 
Livingston  of  Boswell,  Pa.  Burial  was  in 
the  Sipesville  cemetery. — Cecil  O.  Showal- 
ter,  Sipesville,  Pa. 

Garber,  Martin  Luther,  was  born  Aug. 
20,  1867,  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  died 
June  3,  1950.  On  Jan.  19,  1893,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sallie  Wright,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  several  years  ago. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Middle 
River  church  since  young  manhood.  He 
served  as  a  Sunday-school  teacher,  trus- 
tee and  treasurer  of  the  cemetery  fund  for 
many  years.  He  is  survived  by  one  son, 
who  is  a  minister,  one  daughter,  one  broth- 
er and  several  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Middle  River  church  by 
Bro.  Floyd  Mitchell,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Homer  Miller.  Interment  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Raymond  Moore, 
Ft.  Defiance,  Va. 

Grabill,  Clara  S.,  was  born  March  27, 
1892,  and  died  June  18,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Leamersville  church.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  seven 
years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  two 
grandchildren  and  three  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  her  pastor,  the  un- 
dersigned, in  the  Leamersville  church.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Riverview  cemetery. 
— J.  Stanley  Earhart,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Hess,  Katie  M.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Annie  Jacobs,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1897,  and 
died  April  8,  1950.   In  1915  she  was  married 


to  Arthur  R.  Hess,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  three  daughters  and  one  son.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  thirty-five  years  and  was 
always  active  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
She  taught  the  women's  Bible  class  in  the 
East  Berlin  Sunday  school.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Upper  Conewago 
congregation.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  daughters,  one  son  and 
three  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Mummert's  church  near  East 
Berlin,  Pa.,  by  Brethren  J.  M.  Danner  and 
Bruce  Anderson.  Interment  was  in  the 
Mount  Rose  cemetery  at  York,  Pa. — 
Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Hoefle,  Maggie  May,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacob  Boos,  was  born  at  Grand 
Junction,  Iowa,  May  28,  1878,  and  died  in 
Freeport,  111.,  May  5,  1950.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  John  H.  Hoefle  on  July  1,  1895.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  eight  sons, 
four  daughters,  three  sisters,  thirty-three 
grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchil- 
dren. She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  serving  faithfully 
with  her  husband  in  the  office  of  deacon. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Free- 
port  church. — David  H.  Fouts,  Jr.,  Free- 
port,  111. 

Johnston,  Mattie  Ellen,  daughter  of 
Jacob  E.  and  Catherine  Caster,  was  born 
at  Leon,  Iowai  Jan.  30,  1873,  and  died  April 
30,  1950,  at  Mound  Valley,  Kansas.  On 
March  13,  1900,  she  was  married  to  Ed- 
ward J.  Johnston,  who  passed  away  three 
years  later.  For  twenty-five  years  she 
cared  for  her  widowed  mother.  For  forty- 
six  years  she  was  a  loyal  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Baptist  church  in 
Mound  Valley,  after  which  the  body  was 
taken  to  Leon,  Iowa,  where  services  were 
held  at  the  Slade  funeral  home  by  Elder 
A.  L.  Sears  and  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Leon  cemetery. — Mrs.  Myrtle 
Hughes,  Leon,  Iowa. 

Keller,  Emma  H.,  daughter  of  Wilson  M. 
and  Sarah  Reber  Drupp  and  wife  of  David 
F.  Keller,  died  at  her  home  in  Mohrsville, 
Pa.,  June  14,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Maidencreek  church.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  six  children,  eighteen 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  step- 
sister. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Naftzinger  funeral  home  at  Centreport, 
Pa.,  by  Bro.  George  N.  Snyder.  Burial  was 
in  the  Ebenezer  cemetery  at  Shoemakers- 
ville. — Henry  H.  Reber,  Centreport,  Pa. 

Knox,  Harold,  son  of  Arthur  Knox,  was 
born  May  12,  1912,  and  was  instantly  killed 
June  8,  1950,  in  an  automobile  accident. 
He  was  married  on  Feb.  18,  1937,  to  Hazel 
Wright.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  two  sons,  his  father,  his  step- 
mother and  three  sisters.  Brother  and 
Sister  Knox  and  their  sons  were  baptized 
on  April  16,  1950.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Bethel  Center  church  by  Bro. 
James  Simmons.  Burial  was  in  the  Union 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Homer  V.  Huffman,  Hart- 
ford City,  Ind. 

Lehman,  Mayme,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Annie  Dunmyre,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1890, 
and  died  July  3,  1949.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Robert  W.  Lehman  of  Somer- 
set, Pa.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  her  child- 
hood. Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
in  1946.  She  is  survived  by  eleven  chil- 
dren, nineteen  grandchildren  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Sipesville  church  by  her  pas- 
tor, the  undersigned. — Cecil  O.  Showalter, 
Sipesville,    Pa. 

Scheuch.  Alfred  W.,  husband  of  Marvie 
E.  Scheuch,  was  born  Nov.  29,  1893,  and 
died  June  6,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  sons.  He  united  with  the 
University  Park  church  by  letter  on  Sept. 
21,  1930.  Since  last  October,  he  had  been 
bringing  children  from  his  community  to 
Sunday  school  in  his  school  bus.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  church  by  his 
pastor,  assisted  by  Elder  J.  M.  Hollinger  of 
the  Washington  City  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  George  Washington  cemetery. — 
Lee  A.  Weaver,  Hyattsville,  Md. 
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California 
La  Verne. — At  our  last  council  meeting 
the  La  Verne  church  approved  an  over-all 
architect's  plan  for  our  new  Christian 
education  plant.  Early  in  July  an  every- 
member  canvass  was  held  to  raise  the 
funds  necessary  to  begin  building.  The 
plans  include  children's  departments,  a 
nursery,  administrative  offices  and  confer- 
ence room  in  a  unit,  a  fellowship  hall  to 
seat  500  at  tables  and  750  in  chairs,  a 
church  parlor  to  be  used  for  wedding 
receptions  and  the  like,  ladies'  aid  room, 
kitchen  and  a  chapel  to  be  built  later. 
A  growing  Sunday  school  and  buildings 
that  have  outlived  their  usefulness  make 
this  building  program  necessary.  On  An- 
nual Conference  Sunday,  June  18,  Bro. 
Edward  Frantz  preached  the  morning  ser- 
mon. At  noon  there  was  a  potluck  dinner 
in  Fellowship  Hall,  after  which  the 
group  adjourned  to  the  sanctuary  at  2 
p.m.  and  Bro.  Jesse  C.  Brandt  acted  as 
moderator  of  our  "little  Annual  Confer- 
ence." The  Conference  business  was  dis- 
cussed and  voted  upon.  We  were  inter- 
ested to  see  how  our  action  compared 
with  that  taken  by  the  Conference  in 
Grand  Rapids.  This  "little  Annual  Con- 
ference" served  to  focus  our  attention 
upon  the  matters  brought  before  Annual 
Conference  and  to  help  us  understand 
them. — Zeta   Brandt,   La   Verne,   Calif. 

Illinois 
Balavia. — Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy 
getting  donations  for  our  new  organ, 
which  was  installed  recently.  Our  attend- 
ance has  increased.  Two  pictures,  I  Am 
With  Thee  and  Shepherd  of  India,  were 
shown  and  the  proceeds  went  to  the  organ 
fund.  The  aid  plans  to  get  new  songbooks 
this  fall.  On  Mother's  Day  a  program  was 
presented  and  carnations  were  given  to  the 
mothers.  Dedication  services  were  also 
held  for  four  children.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  on  the  following  Sunday.  The  aid 
sold  800  packages  of  jello.  Each  month 
we  ship  a  box  of  clothing  to  a  needy 
family  in  England.  We  have  sent  clothing 
and  soap  to  the  Brethren  relief  center. 
Bro.  Kurtz  and  his  family  have  gone  for 
three  months  and  Bro.  James  Eshleman 
will  fill  the  pulpit  during  his  absence. 
— Mrs.  A.  Hunt,  Batavia,  111. 

Indiana 

Bachelor  Run. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
business  meeting  on  June  7,  with  Elder 
Tom  Shively  presiding.  Five  members 
have  been  received  by  baptism  and  five 
by  letter.  One  letter  of  membership  was 
granted.  We  held  a  church  fellowship 
supper.  We  were  host  to  the  district  men's 
rally.  A  mother  and  daughter  tea  was 
held  in  the  afternoon  of  May  11  with  the 
ladies  of  the  Lower  Deer  Creek  church  as 
our  guests.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
sewing  for  relief.  The  men's  organization 
has  rented  forty  acres  of  land  which  they 
are  farming.  Bro.  Ralph  Toler  was  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference. — Charles 
W.  Wray,  Flora,  Ind. 

Logansporl. — One  of  our  men  has  given 
the  care  of  his  apple  orchard  over  to  the 
men's  work  for  the  apples  for  two  years. 
Bro.  Richard  Knarr  of  the  Sugar  Creek 
church  was  with  us  for  the  exchange  of 
pulpits  and  our  pastor  was  at  the  Pittsburg 
church.  Two  of  our  young  people  attended 
the  Brethren  seminar  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  May.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
was  held  with  the  men  serving  the  meal. 
The  men  presented  the  Mother's  Day  pro- 
gram on  Sunday  morning,  consisting  of 
a  playlet.  The  Greatest  Need.  Our  CBYF 
was  host  to  the  all-day  sectional  youth 
conference  of  Middle  Indiana  on  May  21. 
They  had  charge  of  all  the  services  of  the 
day  with  our  Central  Region  fieldman, 
Bro.  Galen  Lehman,  as  the  speaker. 
Several  persons  attended  the  mass  meet- 
ing at  Camp  Mack.  Bro.  Roy  Richey,  our 
pastor,  had  charge  of  the  morning  devo- 
tions over  station  WSAL  during  the  week 
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of  June  5,  at  which  time  some  of  our 
singers  furnished  the  music.  On  June  7 
the  women  served  a  banquet  for  the 
fathers  and  sons  and  had  charge  of  the 
program  on  Father's  Day.  Bro.  T.  A. 
Shively  had  charge  of  our  council  on  June 
8,  when  Bro.  Richey  was  again  retained 
as  our  pastor  for  another  year.  Sisters 
Vera  Yeater  and  Blanche  Long  are  our 
delegates  to  the  district  conference.  The 
juniors  are  paying  half  of  the  cost  to  go 
to  Camp  Mack  and  the  church  will  as- 
sume the  other  half  for  a  junior  who 
could  not  go  otherwise.  Mrs.  Gladys  Hoff 
passed  to  her  reward  on  June  4.  Several 
of  our  members  attended  the  music  con- 
ference and  Annual  Conference. — Florence 
E.  B.  Arnold,  Logansport,  Ind. 

North  Winona. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  had  some  good  messages  brought  to 
us  through  pictures,  plays  and  guest  speak- 
ers. Walter  Haag,  who  was  attending 
Grace  Seminary  at  Winona  Lake  but  liv- 
ing in  the  church  parsonage,  showed  pic- 
tures of  the  work  being  done  in  Puerto 
Rico.  The  picture,  And  Now  I  See,  was 
also  shown  recently.  The  play,  Hands  That 
Give,  was  presented  by  the  volunteer 
church  school  class.  A  group  from  the 
Elkhart  church,  under  the  leadership  of 
Sister  George  Phillips,  presented  the  play, 
A  Leadin'.  Erich  Hofmann,  a  German  stu- 
dent from  North  Manchester,  filled  the 
pulpit  one  evening.  Bro.  Lawrence  Dear- 
dorff  spoke  for  us  on  the  morning  of  May 
7,  representing  the  Gideons.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  in  the  evening 
with  Bro.  Emeral  Jones  presiding.  On  May 
10  we  observed  our  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  with  a  group  of  young  people 
from  North  Webster  as  our  guests.  The 
local  directors  of  the  various  aid  projects 
are  sponsoring  the  programs  to  promote 
greater  interest.  May  28  was  pulpit  ex- 
change Sunday  with  Bro.  Clayton  Mock 
of  Syracuse  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our 
pastor  preached  at  the  Bethany  church. 
Three  persons  have  been  received  by  let- 
ter. The  writer  represented  our  church  as 
Conference  delegate.  On  the  evening  of 
June  10  our  children's  day  program  was 
presented.  The  men  of  the  church  have 
rented  a  farm  as  a  church  project.  Some 
of  our  children  are  planning  to  attend 
camp  at  Camp  Mack  again  this  summer. 
Our  pastors,  Lester  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Young,  are  the  parents  of  a  new  baby  girl. 
— Mrs.  Alma  E.  Hanawalt,  Pierceton,  Ind. 

Roann. — The  men's  work  is  progressing. 
The  women's  work  is  still  doing  relief  sew- 
ing. Two  deacons  were  elected  recently. 
Some  of  our  women  enjoyed  attending  the 
women's  work  rally  in  the  West  Marion 
church.  Our  pastor,  William  Eberly,  and 
his  wife  represented  us  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence.— Sarah  Ronck,  Roann,  Ind. 

Windfall. — Our  church  met  in  council  on 
June  5,  with  Bro.  Alva  Hewitt  presiding. 
Bro.  Milton  Oxley  was  elected  as  our  dele- 
gate to  district  conference.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  May  13.  We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
meeting  once  a  month  and  has  been  col- 
lecting and  preparing  relief  goods.  We 
sent  two  large  boxes  of  homemade  soap 
and  a  complete  baby  layette  to  Nappanee 
for  shipment.  We  now  have  nineteen  boxes 
of  relief  clothing  ready  to  go.  We  are  also 
making  comforters  for  relief.  The  men  of 
the  church  prepared  and  planted  twenty- 
six  acres  of  beans  for  Bro.  John  Browning. 
Brother  and  Sister  Browning  have  been  in 
poor  health  and  Bro.  Browning  hasn't  been 
able  to  work.  The  ladies'  aid  prepared  and 
served  dinner  in  the  church  basement  for 
the  workers.  A  children's  day  program 
was  presented  the  first  Sunday  evening  in 
July.  The  community  was  saddened  by 
the  recent  death  of  Sister  Hulda  Carter,  a 
long-time  member  of  the  church. — Mrs. 
Beulah  Johnson,   Sharpsville,   Ind. 

Yellow  Creek. — The  Sunshine  Gospel  trio 
presented  a  program  of  music  on  May  7. 
A  mother  and  daughter  tea  was  held  at 
the  church  on  May  12,  with  Mrs.  Mildred 
Neff  as  the  speaker.  On  the  evening  of 
May  14  a  Mother's  Day  program  was  pre- 
sented. The  Homebuilders  class  sponsored 
a  program  one  Sunday  evening  and  had  a 
student  from  Goshen  College,  whose  home 
is  in  Brazil,  as  the  speaker.    The  men  are 


again  farming  the  church  farm  this  sum- 
mer. Nettie  Weybright  talked  and  showed 
pictures  of  her  good  will  tour  to  Europe 
on  two  Sunday  evenings.  At  a  special 
council  we  called  Brother  and  Sister  Har- 
old Miller  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  to  serve  as  our 
pastors  beginning  Sept.  1.  A  father  and 
son  banquet  was  held  at  the  church  on  the 
evening  of  June  9,  with  Bro.  H.  S.  Eshel- 
man  as  the  speaker.  The  prayer  meeting 
each  week  is  well  attended.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  been  quilting  and  making  comforters. 
Our  children's  day  program  has  been  post- 
poned because  of  a  measles  epidemic. 
Chester  Detwiler,  Walter  Steffen  and 
Frank  Huber  and  their  wives  were  in- 
stalled into  the  office  of  deacon  on  June  11 
by  Mark  Schrock,  assisted  by  Brethren 
Charles  Herr  and  Charles  Light. — Mrs.  El- 
mer L.  Weaver,   Goshen,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Salem. — Since  our  last  report,  our  con- 
gregation has  been  very  active.  We  en- 
tertained the  district  ministers  and  their 
wives  in  an  all-day  meeting  and  on  May  1 
a  Chinese  Christian,  Clara  K'an,  and  her 
son  from  Bethany  Seminary  gave  a  talk 
at  the  church  following  a  luncheon.  The 
ladies'  trio  of  McPherson  College  pre- 
sented an  evening  program  of  music  re- 
cently and  Bro.  Phillip  Zinn  of  Bethany 
Seminary  held  a  week's  meeting  for  us. 
Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Jarboe,  our  pres- 
ent pastors,  handed  in  their  resignation 
to  become  effective  Sept.  1.  On  June  4 
we  held  our  love  feast  with  Bro.  Jarboe 
and  Bro.  Colyn  presiding.  Our  ladies' 
aid  meets  every  two  weeks  and  on 
May  12  we  observed  Mother's  Day  with  a 
banquet.  We  invited  another  rural  church 
group  of  ladies  to  be  our  guests.  Father's 
Day  was  observed  with  a  program  and 
lunch.  Bro.  Howard  Gamble  of  Persia,  a 
son-in-law  of  our  pastor,  was  instantly 
killed  by  an  overturned  tractor. — Mrs. 
Charles  J.  Wray,  Prescott,  Iowa. 

Union  Ridge. — Our  church  convened  in 
council  meeting  on  the  afternoon  of  May 
14,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Roy  Stern,  presid- 
ing. Bro.  John  Johnson  of  Bethany  will 
become  our  full-time  pastor  beginning 
July  1.  He  filled  the  pulpit  every  two 
weeks  while  finishing  his  school  year  at 
Bethany  Seminary.  We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club.  Leo  Schwab  and  Bernadine 
Aigley  were  united  in  marriage  by  our 
pastor  in  the  church  sanctuary.  On  May 
7  Clara  Harper,  a  missionary  on  furlough 
from  Africa,  spoke  to  us  about  her  work 
in  Africa.  We  co-operated  with  the  Meth- 
odist church  in  a  union  vacation  Bible 
school  the  first  two  weeks  in  June.  Bro. 
Johnson  was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference.— Mrs.  John  Burn,  Hampton,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Parsons. — Our  pastor,  Elder  Dwight  En- 
berg,  attended  Annual  Conference  as  a 
representative  of  the  Southeastern  District 
of  Kansas.  In  the  absence  of  the  family 
the  ladies'  aid  is  redecorating  the  parson- 
age. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ing  of  June  5  with  a  good  attendance  of 
home  members.  Bro.  Enberg  presided,  as- 
sisted by  Elder  and  Mrs.  Coppock  of  In- 
dependence. At  this  time  a  vacation  Bible 
school  is  being  conducted  by  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Farrian.  Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  lost  two  of  our  members,  Sister  Mary 
Ullery  and  Bro.  E.  F.  Williams  of  Nevada, 
Mo.,  by  death. — Mrs.  Julia  Jones,  Parsons, 
Kansas. 

Verdigris. — The  ministerial  committee 
has  something  special  on  the  Sundays  our 
pastor  preaches  at  Gravel  Hill.  The  men 
have  organized  and  are  at  work.  They 
had  charge  of  the  worship  service  the  last 
Sunday  in  May.  On  June  16  they  had 
their  father  and  son  banquet  with  Bro. 
Roy  Neher,  district  secretary,  as  the  guest 
speaker.  The  men  donate  the  work  of 
caring  for  the  church  farm,  assisted  by 
neighbors;  so  the  crops  from  the  eighty 
acres  are  mostly  clear  for  the  church.  Our 
pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
Nance,  conducted  the  Bible  school,  which 
was  well  attended.  The  children  pre- 
sented a  program  on  the  evening  of  June 
11.  On  May  28  there  was  an  installation 
service  for  the  deacons,  Brother  and  Sister 
Ulysses  Matile  and  Brother  and  Sister  Ker- 


mit  Burroughs.  Bro.  Neher  and  Bro. 
Shenefelt  assisted  in  this  service.  We  have 
granted  two  letters.  Our  pastor  preaches 
mornings  and  evenings  every  alternate 
Sunday  except  the  fifth  Sundays,  when 
both  the  Gravel  Hill  and  Verdigris 
churches  have  a  united  service.  We  have 
wheat  and  corn  planted  on  the  farm. — Em- 
ma  G.  Ailing,  Madison,   Kansas. 

Maryland 
Piney  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  council 
with  Bro.  M.  Jacobs  as  our  moderator. 
One  person  was  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  May 
28  with  a  good  attendance.  Bro.  Harold 
Bomberger  officiated,  assisted  by  Brethren 
William  E.  Roop  and  Charles  Rinehart. 
Bro.  Petre,  a  returned  missionary,  gave  a 


very  interesting  talk  in  May.  On  May  12 
we  had  family  night  at  our  church.  Rev. 
Hawes  of  Western  Maryland  College  was 
with  us  and  gave  a  talk  recently.  The 
young  people  are  doing  very  good  work. 
— Virgie  A.  Bowers,  Taneytown,  Md. 

Michigan 
Muskegon. — At  a  special  council  meeting 
early  this  spring  we  decided  to  purchase  a 
house  and  move  it  on  to  the  church  prop- 
erty to  be  used  as  a  parsonage.  The  men 
and  women  worked  on  it  and  redecorated 
it.  We  are  happy  to  have  our  pastor  living 
next  to  the  church.  We  also  redecorated 
the  church  basement.  Our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  9, 
with  some  of  the  men  doing  the  serving. 
Our  Bible  school  was  held  May  31— June  9 
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with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty.  A 
picnic  dinner  was  held  on  the  last  day  and 
on  June  11  the  children  presented  a  pro- 
gram. Several  of  our  members  attended 
Annual  Conference. — Clara  Reed,  Muske- 
gon, Mich. 

Minnesota 

Lewislon. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Duncan- 
son  and  their  two  children  stopped  for  a 
farewell  on  their  way  from  Bethany  Sem- 
inary to  their  new  home  at  the  church  at 
Guthrie,  Minn.  They  shared  with  us  their 
interesting  experiences  of  seminary  train- 
ing. Bro.  Eugene  Michael  of  St.  Charles 
had  been  serving  as  our  pastor  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  regular  one.  On  May  14  Broth- 
er and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  arrived  to  take 
on  their  new  duties  as  our  pastor.  On 
May  21  Bro.  Ray  Zook  held  installation 
services  for  them  with  a  basket  dinner  at 
the  parish  house.  Brother  and  Sister  Har- 
ner helped  with  our  Bible  school  June 
5-9.  Thirty-one  persons  were  enrolled. 
All-day  sessions  were  held  with  the  chil- 
dren bringing  a  school  lunch  and  on 
Friday  evening  the  school  presented  a  pro- 
gram. On  June  11  eight  children  were 
dedicated  with  Bro.  Harner  conducting  the 
service. — Mrs.  William  E.  Wright,  Utica, 
Minn. 

Missouri 

North  Bethel. — At  a  regular  council 
Brethren  Leroy  Andes,  Edwin  Prather  and 
Edwin  Fuhrman  and  their  wives  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  On  May 
21  Bro.  Wampler  held  an  impressive  dedi- 
cation service  for  the  new  babies  of  the 
church.  On  the  evening  of  May  29  Bro. 
Albright  held  an  installation  service  for 
the  three  new  deacons  and  their  wives. 
Four  members  attended  the  vacation 
church  school  institute  at  Tarkio  held  by 
the  Missouri  Council.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wamp- 
ler directed  a  successful  school  May  22 — 
June  4  with  all  of  the  churches  of  the 
community  co-operating.  A  demonstration 
program  was  presented  on  the  evening  of 
June  4.  Our  pastor,  Edwin  Fuhrman  and 
Leroy  Andes  attended  a  meeting  of  Mc- 
pherson College  representatives  at  Platts- 
burg  in  May.  Members  assisted  the 
neighbors  in  planting  the  corn  crop  and  a 
garden  for  a  needy  family  in  the  com- 
munity on  June  5.  Bro.  Wampler's 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Wampler  of  Mc- 
pherson, were  guests  of  the  Wamplers  on 
June  11.  On  the  evening  of  June  11  our 
church  co-operated  with  the  Methodist 
church  in  a  union  service,  at  which  Bro. 
Wampler  delivered  the  message.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wampler  and  four  of  our  youth  at- 
tended intermediate  camp  June  19-24  in 
Shelby  County.— Mrs.  Delia  Wellington, 
Skidmore,  Mo. 

South  St.  Joseph. — Our  revival  meeting 
was  held  by  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins  and  his 
wife  of  Cabool,  Mo.  As  a  result,  eight 
persons  were  baptized  and  one  was  re- 
claimed. The  meeting  was  closed  with  our 
communion  on  May  15.  This  makes  our 
fourth  revival  meeting.  We  are  now  hav- 
ing our  vacation  Bible  school  with  good  in- 
terest and  attendance.— E.  M.  Huffman,  St 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Shoal  Creek. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
council  on  June  8.  Sister  Pearl  Davidson 
and  Ova  Erisman  were  elected  as  our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  conference.  We  had 
a  two  weeks'  revival,  ending  May  28,  with 
Bro.  O.  H.  Feiler  as  the  evangelist.  One 
person  was  baptized.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  May  29.  Brother  and  Sister  Eth- 
mer  Erisman  were  visiting  with  us  for 
two  weeks. — Mrs.  Wilbert  Erisman,  Fair- 
view,  Mo. 

New  York 

Lake  Ridge. — We  observed  the  love  feast 
with  Bro.  Glen  Campbell  presiding.  The 
home  of  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother 
and  Sister  Guy  Buch,  was  blessed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  baby  girl.  Our  church  met  in 
regular  council  on  the  evening  of  June  1. 
The  young  people's  class  is  planning  to 
finish  the  church  basement  to  make  more 
Sunday-school  classrooms.  The  men  are 
working  on  their  Lord's  acre  project.  The 
ladies'  aid  is  mending  for  relief  and  piec- 
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ing  quilts  for  the  needy.  Our  Sunday- 
school  continues  to  grow.  We  are  happy  to 
reach  so  many  young  people  and  we  pray 
that  God  will  continue  to  use  us  for  the 
good  of  his  kingdom. — Ruth  Tvaroha,  Ith- 
aca, N.  Y. 

Ohio 

Akron,  First. — We  have  had  no  pastor 
since  the  death  of  Bro.  Newton  Cosner.  As 
a  direct  result  of  meetings  held  by  Bro.  T. 
Wayne  Reiman  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
six  persons  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism  and  seven  by  letter.  Otis  Landis 
of  Cleveland  was  the  speaker  at  our  father 
and  son  banquet.  The  district  CBYF  choir 
presented  a  Sunday  evening  program  in 
our  church  under  the  direction  of  Don 
Disler.  The  young  people  of  the  Spring- 
field church  prepared  and  served  our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  5. 
The  Lavender  and  Old  Lace  theme  was 
used  with  the  oldest  mother  and  the 
youngest  daughter  present  taking  part  in 
a  play  entitled  Memories.  Mrs.  Cosner  de- 
livered the  Mother's  Day  message.  During 
the  morning  worship  Bro.  G.  K.  Beach 
had  a  consecration  service  for  children. 
Calvin  Oaks  passed  away  May  14  at  City 
hospital.  The  films,  Like  a  Mighty  Army, 
and  I  Am  With  You,  were  shown  recently 
at  Sunday  evening  services. — Edna  L.  Dis- 
ler, Akron,  Ohio. 

Eden. — On  May  19  we  met  in  our  regular 
quarterly  council  with  Bro.  Strausbaugh 
presiding.  On  May  26  we  held  a  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  in  the  church  base- 
ment with  the  men  doing  the  serving.  On 
June  3  Doris  Heid  and  Arthur  Duncan 
were  united  in  marriage  in  the  Eden 
church  by  Bro.  Sheets.  Our  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  June  5-9  with  a 
good  attendance. — Mrs.  Thelma  Barkley, 
Massillon,   Ohio. 

Potsdam. — While  our  church  was  being 
redecorated,  we  held  our  Sunday  services 
in  the  church  basement.  Sister  Emma 
Kress  donated  the  church  chimes  in  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Bro.  William  Kress.  Sister 
Esther  Shank  and  Thelma  Ditmer  and 
Bro.  Dale  Fasnacht  were  our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  at  West  Milton,  Ohio. 
On  May  16  we  had  a  special  council  meet- 
ing and  the  congregation  decided  to  se- 
cure Bro.  L.  John  Weaver  as  its  pastor  and 
he  will  assume  the  pastorate  on  Sept.  1. 
The  church  is  erecting  a  new  parsonage 
which  will  be  occupied  by  Brother  and 
Sister  Weaver  and  their  family.  The  men 
of  the  church  have  been  putting  in  much 
time  to  finish  the  parsonage.    On  June  11 
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7506 — The   Eternal   God   Is   Thy  Refuge 

7507—1  Am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the 

Life 
7508— God   So   Loved   the   World 
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the  beginners  department  had  charge  of 
the  Sunday-school  opening  and  presented 
a  children's  day  program. — Mrs.  Velma 
Heck,  Laura,  Ohio. 

Trotwood. — During  services  conducted 
by  Bro.  Lauver  of  Ft.  McKinley  and  our 
pastor,  E.  F.  Fisher,  twenty-two  persons 
were  added  to  our  church  by  baptism. 
Consecration  services  were  held  for  ten 
babies.  Our  delegates  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence were  Carl  Noffsinger  and  J.  B.  Flora. 
Bro.  Paul  Kendall  of  Sharpsville,  Ind.,  will 
serve  as  our  summer  pastor.  Beginning 
Sept.  1,  Paul  Kinsel  of  Frederick,  Md.,  will 
be  our  full-time  pastor.  While  Brother  and 
Sister  Fisher  were  attending  their  last 
prayer  meeting  with  the  members  of  the 
Trotwood  church  before  leaving  for  their 
new  pastoral  duties  in  Indiana,  they  were 
surprised  when  approximately  300  people 
quietly  entered  the  auditorium  and  began 
to  sing.  They  were  called  to  the  plat- 
form and  a  resume  of  some  of  the  im- 
portant events  of  their  fourteen  years' 
work  was  given  by  members  of  the  group. 
On  June  4  we  observed  our  fiftieth  anni- 
versary and  home-coming  with  an  all-day 
meeting.  In  the  forenoon  Bro.  Fisher 
preached  his  farewell  sermon.  In  the  aft- 
ernoon an  interesting  program  of  old 
hymns  and  reminiscences  from  former 
members  and  others  was  presented. — Al- 
tha  M.  Bowman,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 
Pennsylvania 

Elbethel. — We  met  for  our  council  meet- 
ing on  May  28,  with  Elder  William  Knop- 
snider  presiding.  A  one-week  revival 
meeting  was  held  June  4-11  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow.  The  meeting 
closed  with  our  love  feast  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning. Good  attendance  and  interest  were 
shown  throughout  the  meeting.  Seven  per- 
sons were  baptized.  The  evangelist  visited 
in  many  homes. — Mrs.  E.  R.  Coffman, 
White,  Pa. 

Fredericksburg. — Our  Bible  institute  was 
held  at  the  Union  house  with  Elder  A.  C. 
Baugher  as  the  director.  A  revival  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Meyer  house  with 
Elder  J.  L.  Miller  of  York  as  the  evan- 
gelist. As  a  direct  result  of  the  meetings, 
fifteen  persons  were  received  by  baptism 
on  May  7.  Our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence was  Elder  Ammon  Meyer  and  our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Elmer 
Gibbel  and  William  Myers.  On  May  14  a 
Mother's  Day  service  was  held  at  the 
Union  house  with  Bro.  Robert  O.  Hess  of 
Manheim  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  at  the  Meyer  house  May  20 
and  21,  with  Elder  Michael  Kurtz  of  Rich- 
land, Ira  Gibbel,  Joseph  Moyer  and  L.  D. 
Rose  as  the  guest  speakers.  On  June  4 
Abram  Eshelman  of  Mt.  Joy  was  our  guest 
speaker.  On  the  evening  of  June  4  a  pro- 
gram of  music  by  various  groups  was  pre- 
sented at  the  Union  house. — Irwin  W. 
Heisey,  Fredericksburg,  Pa. 

Heidelberg. — The  Mother's  Day  program, 
consisting  of  talks,  readings  and  music, 
was  presented  by  home  talent  on  May  14. 
Bro.  Milton  Hershey  of  the  White  Oak 
congregation  and  Bro.  Perry  Sanger  of  the 
Midway  congregation  were  with  us  for  our 
love  feast  on  May  20  and  21.  Our  children's 
day  program  was  presented  on  June  11. 
The  children  presented  the  first  half  of 
the  program,  which  was  followed  by  an 
address  by  Bro.  Henry  Wenger  of  the 
Middle  Creek  congregation. — Candace  M. 
Royer,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Hollidaysburg. — On  June  3  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Daniel  C.  Haldeman,  a  recent  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  graduate,  was  in- 
stalled by  Elders  E.  M.  Detwiler  and  M.  J. 
Weaver.  The  Haldemans  occupy  the  newly 
decorated  parsonage,  the  work  having 
been  done  by  the  men  of  the  church.  Bro. 
Haldeman  conducted  a  week  of  pre-Easter 
services,  resulting  in  his  baptizing  six 
young  people.  Brother  and  Sister  Elinas 
Brubaker  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  this  spring  with  open  house 
and  dinner  at  the  church.  Brethren  Aaron 
Nelson  and  Dwight  Brubaker  were  our 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  We  have 
been  without  a  pastor  since  last  November 
but  church  attendance  and  interest  have 
been  good  and  church  finances,  including 
our  building  fund,  are  in  fine  shape.  We 
have  a  very  active  young  people's  organi- 


zation and  a  growing  Sunday  school.  We 
look  forward  to  progress  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Brother  and  Sister  Haldeman. — 
Chester  N.   Baird,   Altoona,  Pa. 

Huntingdon.  —  Several  new  members 
were  received  into  the  church  member- 
ship. The  women's  work  banquet  was 
held  in  the  college  dining  room  with  Mrs. 
George  Detweiler  of  Waynesboro,  wife  of  a 
former  pastor  of  this  church,  as  the  speak- 
er. The  district  men's  work  banquet  was 
held  in  our  church.  Our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Bro.  S.  M.  Hess,  has  re- 
turned home  after  wintering  at  Sebring, 
Fla.  The  ladies'  aid  society  presented  two 
pairs  of  candelabra  to  the  church.  Family 
night  was  observed  on  May  10.  Our  spring 
love  feast  and  communion  service  was  held 
on  May  7.  Several  members  and  our  min- 
ister, Bro.  John  C.  Middlekauff,  attended 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Buildings  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  453.  Wanted:  Teaching  position  in 
high  school  in  Brethren  community,  chem- 
istry and  related  subjects.  M.  A.  degree. 
Write:  Brethren  Service  Commission,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  454.  Wanted:  Caretaker  for  First 
church,  Chicago,  111.  Write:  Mr.  David 
Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago, 
111. 

No.    455.     Wanted:     Dietician,    Brethren 
girl  interested  in  permanent  employment. 
Write:     Bethany    Hospital,    3420    W.    Van ; 
Buren   St.,   Chicago  24,   111. 

No.  456.  Wanted:  Laboratory  technician. 
Prefer  Brethren.  Excellent  position  for 
one  interested  in  long-term  employment. 
Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W.  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  457.  Wanted:  Bookkeeper,  prefer 
Brethren  interested  in  long-term  employ- 
ment. Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W. 
Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  458.  Wanted:  Steward  and  matron 
for  Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  in  South- 
ern Pennsylvania.  Write:  O.  J.  Hassinger, 
Huntsdale,  Pa. 

No.  459.  For  sale:  Corner  lot  in  La 
Verne,  Calif.  Two  blocks  from  church,  six 
blocks  from  college.  Close  bus  and  stores. 
Zoned  for  duplex  or  two  houses.  Write:  L., 
D.  Bosserman,  4442  Larchwood  Place,  Riv- 
erside, Calif. 

No.  460.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  couple  to 
make  their  home  with  a  woman  aged  63 
years.  Man  to  do  outside  work  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  Woman  to  be  com- 
panion and  help  with  the  housework.  One 
mile  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Ella  S.  Wertz,  809  E.  Main  St.,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

No.  461.  Wanted:  Married  man  to  work 
on  large  dairy  and  general  farm.  Close 
to  Brethren  church,  school  and  city.  Best 
of  working  conditions,  modern  tenant 
house.  Write:  Roy  S.  Miller,  R.  1,  Water- 
loo, Iowa. 

No.  462.  Wanted:  Orders  for  prayer  cov- 
erings any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll   Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,   Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,   Adrian,  Mich. 
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COKESBURY 
CLASS 
MAPS 


ACCURATE! 
DETAILED! 
COLORFUL! 


The  complete  set,  as  listed  below,  covers  all  Bible  lands  from  early 
Old  Testament  days  through  the  Roman  Empire  period. 

The  Maps 

Fl.  New  Testament  Palestine 
2.  Old  Testament  Palestine 
3.  Egypt  to  Canaan — route  of  the  exodus 
4.  Roman  Empire  and  Journeys  of  Paul 
5.  Early  Bible  Lands 

Each  map  is  printed  in  five  colors  on  high-quality  map  paper,  and 
will  give  many  years  of  service.  Any  one  map  may  be  purchased 
singly,  or  the  five  can  be  bought  as  a  set.  Each  map  is  22  by  28 
inches. 

SET  "B."  New  and  Improved 

The  set  has  an  extension  rod  which  will  raise  the  maps  as  high  as  seventy 
inches  from  the  floor.  The  two-piece  metal  bar  across  the  top  is  removable. 
The  maps  are  punched  and  can  easily  and  quickly  be  brought  to  the  front. 
New  storage  case  of  heavy,  durable  corrugated  paper.    Price,  $9.95  a  set. 

SET  "A" 

The  five  maps  tin-edged  at  top  and  bottom.  With  tube  case  for  storage. 
Price,  $7.00  a  set. 

SINGLES 

Tin-edged  at  top  and  bottom.  Order  by  number  and  title.  Price,  $1.50  each. 
Brethren     Publishing    House...  Elgin,    Illinois 


Annual  Conference. — Mrs.  Chester  Shuler, 
Huntingdon,   Pa. 

Mi.  Olivet. — Our  semiannual  council  was 
held  May  6,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  L. 
Miller  of  York,  presiding.  Our  Bible  insti- 
tute was  held  with  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  of 
Elizabethtown  bringing  us  the  message. 
The  semiannual  communion  service  was 
held  with  Bro.  Fred  Hollingshead  of  Har- 
risburg  as  the  guest  speaker.  One  baby 
was  consecrated  during  our  Mother's  Day 
services.  During  our  revival  meetings  con- 
ducted by  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of 
York,  six  persons  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Several  chorus  groups, 
including  our  own,  and  several  duets  pre- 
sented special  music  each  evening. — Mrs. 
Charles  Reigle,  Jr.,  Newport,  Pa. 

Palmyra. — A  new  program  called  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  Hour  is  broadcast 
form  5  to  6  p.m.  over  WLBR,  Lebanon. 
The  program  is  on  the  air  each  Sunday 
with  Palmyra  broadcasting  the  first  and 
last  Sundays  of  each  month  and  the  other 
Sundays  divided  among  the  neighboring 
congregations.  This  broadcast  has  received 
favorable  comment  and  is  eagerly  awaited 
by  some  of  our  shut-ins  as  well  as  by  many 
people  who  do  not  go  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Our  fathers  and  sons  held  their 
fellowship  supper  with  Bro.  Carl  Zeigler 
of  Lebanon  as  the  guest  speaker.  The 
mothers  and  daughters  also  held  their 
fellowship  with  Mrs.  Nevin  Zuck  of  Eliz- 
abethtown as  the  speaker.  Two  persons 
were  baptized  preceding  our  communion, 
which  was  held  recently  with  Bro.  John 
Ebersole  of  Salunga  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Sister  Clara  Myer,  a  missionary  on  fur- 
lough from  Africa,  gave  us  a  message 
about  her  work.  Sister  Sara  Shisler  also 
spent  a  Sunday  with  us,  bringing  three 
fine  messages  and  closing  with  a  challenge 
for  our  mission  giving.  These  were  very 
timely  as  we  had  a  special  drive  for  the 
Conference  offering  for  missions.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school,  which  was  held  June 
5-16,  was  in  charge  of  Bro.  Joseph  Long, 
our  summer  pastor.  He  also  had  charge  of 
all  of  the  services  while  our  pastor  and 
delegates  were  at  Conference. — Mrs. 
George  W.  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Shippensburg. — Since  our  last  report,  the 
church  has  installed  an  electric  organ  and 
purchased  an  oil  burner  for  the  furnace. 
As  a  result  of  an  evangelistic  service  held 
by  Bro.  Harold  Bomberger,  nine  persons 
accepted  Christ  and  were  baptized  into  the 
church.  The  pastor  conducted  a  six  weeks' 
period  of  weekly  instruction  for  the  new 
members.  Bro.  David  Albright  of  Eliza- 
bethtown College  conducted  a  hymn  insti- 
tute. We  also  had  a  family  fellowship 
night  with  Bro.  Robert  Knechel  of  the 
Gettysburg  church  as  the  guest  speaker. 
He  also  showed  the  film,  The  Conversion  of 
Saul.  The  Elizabethtown  College  a  cap- 
pella  choir  presented  a  program  and  Bro. 
Ralph  W.  Schlosser  held  a  Bible  institute. 
The  John  Kline  play  was  presented  in  the 
high  school  auditorium  by  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  Westminster,  Md.,  area.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Donald  Hursh,  has  resigned 
in  order  to  attend  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary in  September.  The  church  has  called 
Bro.  Glenn  Kinsel,  who  graduated  from 
our  seminary  this  spring,  to  the  pastorate. 
He  will  begin  his  work  here  the  first  of 
September.  On  May  25  Brother  and  Sister 
Elmer  Hall  were  ordained  to  the  minis- 
try and  at  the  same  time  three  new  dea- 
cons were  installed  for  a  probation  period. 
A  tea  in  recognition  of  high  school  and 
college  graduates  was  held  by  the  Fidelity 
class  of  the  Sunday  school.  Our  Home- 
builders  fellowship  met  for  the  first  time 
on  June  1.  On  June  4  Bro.  David  Hana- 
walt  was  with  us  for  a  ground-breaking 
service  for  the  new  parsonage. — Mrs.  Don- 
ald Hursh,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 

Welsh  Run. — Our  revival  was  held  by 
Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim  May 
14-26.  As  a  result  of  his  efforts,  nine  per- 
sons were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  at  our  love 
feast  on  May  27.  Visiting  brethren  pres- 
ent were  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  Peter  Heisey, 
Edward   Wenger   and   Roy   Hawbaker.     On 
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MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


P.  O Zone 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the 
Pietistic  movement  following  the  Refor- 
mation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  funda- 
mental evangelical  doctrines  of  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity 
of  Christ,  the  sin-pardoning  value  of  his 
atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the 
tomb,  ascension  and  personal  and  visible 
return,  and  the  resurrection,  both  of  the 
just  and  unjust  (John  5:28,  29;  1  Thess, 
4:  13-18). 

3.  Observes    the    following    New    Testa- 
Name      ment  rites:    Baptism  of  penitent  believers 

by   trine  immersion  for   the  remission  oi 

R-    D.    or    St Sins  (Matt.  28:  19;  Acts  2:  38);  feet-washing 

(John    13:1-20;    1    Tim.    5:10);    love    feast 
State  ..  (Luke   22:20;    John   13:4;    1   Cor.   11:17-34; 

Jude  12);  communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the 
Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16 :  16;  Acts 
20: 37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1 
Cor.  11:2-16);  the  anointing  for  healing 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:  13-18; 
Mark  6:  13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8: 17; 
19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14).  These  rites  are  repre- 
sentative of  spiritual  facts  which  obtair 
in  the  lives  of  true  believers,  and  as  suet 
are  essential  factors  in  the  development 
of  the   Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the 
individual,  and  family  worship  for  th« 
home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Philpp.  4:8,  9) 
stewardship  of  time,  talents  and  monej 
(Matt.  25:  14-30);  taking  care  of  the  father 
less,  widows,  poor,  sick  and  aged  (Act! 
6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  Wai 
and  the  taking  of  human  life  (Matt.  5 :  21 
26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12) 
violence  in  personal  and  industrial  con> 
troversy  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom.  13:8-10);  in 
temperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal 
5:  19-26;  Eph.  5:  18);  going  to  law,  especial- 
ly against  our  Christian  brethren  (1  Cor 
6:  1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  foj 
the  one  Scriptural  reason  (Matt.  19 : 9) 
every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:  33-37;  Jamei 
5: 12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-boun( 
societies  (2  Cor.  6:  14-18);  games  of  chanct 
and    sinful    amusements    (1    Thess.    5:221 

1  Pet.  2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  anc 
immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2: 8-10;  1  Pete: 
3:  1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly,  in  harmony  witl 
the  Great  Commission,  for  the  evangeliza 
tion  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  o 
men  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realiza 
tion  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in  everj 
believer    (Matt.   28:18-20;   Mark   16:15,    161 

2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  itj 
only  creed,  in  harmony  with  which  th<| 
above  brief  doctrinal   statement  is  made! 

I 




Sunday  morning  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm 
taught  the  Sunday-school  lesson  and 
Brethren  Peter  Heisey  and  Graybill  Her- 
shey  delivered  the  messages. — John  D. 
Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Yellow  Creek. — Our  attendance  at  both 
Yellow  Creek  and  Bethel  has  increased 
during  the  past  year.  Bro.  Emmert  Fred- 
erick of  Roaring  Spring  was  the  evangelist 
at  Bethel  the  first  of  May.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  May  28  at  the  Bethel  house  with 
the  largest  attendance  for  some  time.  Bro. 
J.  H.  Clapper  presided.  The  missionary 
society  meets  each  month  and  the  aid  so- 
ciety quilts  each  Wednesday.  At  our  last 
council  Bro.  J.  H.  Clapper  was  retained 
as  our  elder  for  three  years.  Brethren 
Clayton  Ritchey,  Roger  Hall  and  Harry 
Steele  were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
Four  members  were  received  by  letter  and 
one  letter  was  granted.  We  are  preparing 
for  a  children's  day  service  on  June  28 
and  for  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  revival  at  the 
Yellow  Creek  house  with  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple 
as  the  evangelist. — Mary  Stayer,  Hopewell, 
Pa. 

Virginia 

Barren  Ridge. — On  May  21  we  celebrated 
our  annual  home-coming  with  Bro.  Donald 
Clague  of  Bridgewater  College  as  the 
morning  speaker.  In  the  afternoon  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Miller,  conducted  a 
memorial  service  and  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler, 
pastor  of  the  Bridgewater  church,  deliv- 
ered the  message.  The  offering  was  $150.27. 
Recently  we  painted  the  interior  of  our 
church.  We  are  raising  money  to  buy  a 
film  projector.  The  Brethren  Service  offer- 
ing is  taken  the  fourth  Sunday  of  every 
month.  Our  quarterly  council  met  on  May 
28.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having 
Bro.  Jesse  Robertson  of  Broadway  hold 
our  evangelistic  service  this  fall.  Plans  are 
being  made  to  conduct  a  six-day  Bible 
school  in  the  evenings  during  the  week  of 
July  24.  Louise  Garber  is  planning  to  at- 
tend the  children's  workshop  in  Bridge- 
water  and  Mrs.  Homer  Miller  plans  to  at- 
tend the  women's  workshop  at  the  same 
time  and  place.  Our  pastor  was  a  Stand- 
ing Committee  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Sam  Diehl  was  the  delegate  from 
our  church.  The  youth  fellowship  of  the 
church  entertained  the  district  rally.  They 
presented  the  play,  The  Golden  Thread. 
The  CBYF  has  installed  Venetian  blinds 
in  the  main  auditorium  of  the  church. 
They  also  sponsored  the  Mother's  Day  pro- 
gram, Mother's  Flower  Garden,  in  May 
and  the  picture,  Salt  of  the  Earth.  On 
May  9  the  annual  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  was  held  in  the  church  basement 
with  Mrs.  Warren  Bowman  of  Bridgewater 
as  the  guest  speaker.   The  boys'  club  meets 


once  a  month  in  the  church  basement  for 
worship  and  recreation.  Our  ladies  have 
been  making  comforters  and  layettes. — 
Mrs.   Samuel   C.  Diehl,   Staunton,  Va. 

Christiansburg. — Since  our  last  report, 
several  persons  have  been  baptized  and 
received  by  letter.  Many  improvements 
have  been  made  on  our  church.  A  nursery 
and  two  new  Sunday-school  classrooms 
have  been  added.  We  have  our  regular 
quarterly  council  with  Bro.  Guy  Wampler 
as  the  elder.  We  have  a  different  program 
each  Sunday  evening.  The  young  people 
have  charge  one  evening.  Beginning  in 
July  the  churches  of  our  town  united  for 
Sunday  evening  services.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Edgar  Martin,  preached  the  baccalaureate 
sermon  this  year  at  the  Presbyterian 
church.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
revival  this  summer  with  Bro.  C.  D.  Bon- 
sack  as  the  evangelist.  Sister  Bessie  Pullen 
was  sent  as  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  ladies'  aid  has  its  meeting 
once  a  month.  They  plan  to  do  some 
sewing  for  relief  soon. — Bertha  Reed, 
Christiansburg,  Va. 

Manassas. — As  the  result  of  meetings 
held  by  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill,  there  were 
several  baptisms.  Our  school  of  Christian 
living  was  well  attended.  Elder  Bhagat  of 
India  brought  a  very  challenging  message 
recently.  Our  church  went  over  the  top  in 
giving  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  We 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  and  Episco- 
pal churches  for  Bible  school.  Several  of 
our  young  people  will  go  to  the  various 
camps  this  summer. — Mrs.  Alice  C.  Blough, 
Manassas,  Va. 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club 

selection  for  Septembe 

Pastoral  Leadership 

by  Andrew  W.  Blackwood 

You,  as  a  minister,  wish  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  your  lead 
ership.  Here,  to  help  you  begin  a  new  pastoral  year,  is  an  excellen 
guide  to  efficient  church  organization  and  meaningful  relations  witl 
your  parishioners. 

Copies  of  Pastoral  Leadership  will  be  mailed  to  mem 
hers  of  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Monti 
Club  on  September  10. 

Price:   to  members  of  the  club,  $2.10  plus  17  cents  postage  and  handling;  1 

other  Brethren  ministers,  $2.40  plus  postage  and  handling. 

Regular  price,  $3.00 
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The  status  of  the  conscientious 
objector  in  Switzerland  has  been 
the  subject  for  debate  and  discussion 
in  the  Swiss  parliament  and  in  the 
Swiss  Association  of  Army  Chap- 
lains. The  chaplains  have  tentatively 
accepted  the  right  of  a  man  to  object 
to  military  service  "for  serious  rea- 
sons." 

Steps  have  been  taken  in  British 
colonies  toward  giving  the  native 
peoples  greater  representation  in 
government.  An  all-African  com- 
mittee has  presented  a  proposal  for 
bold  constitutional  changes  on  the 
Gold  Coast,  and  Nigeria  has  been 
carrying  on  talks  looking  toward 
constitutional  revisions.    (WP) 

Health,  skill  in  an  occupation  and 
human  friendship  are  three  things, 
Dr.  Clive  M.  McKay  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versity says,  that  Americans  should 
be  thinking  about  as  well  as  future 
pension  checks.  By  building  up  re- 
sources in  body,  mind  and  spirit 
the  average  person  will  be  able  to 
escape  senility — that  disease  which 
is  sending  many  to  mental  hospitals 
— after  he  retires. 

Four  church  bodies  from  Asia  and 
South  America  were  accepted  into 
the  membership  of  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  at  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  Central  Committee.  They 
are  the  Federation  of  Synods  of 
Lutheran  Churches  in  Brazil,  the 
Church  of  Central  Java,  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Ceylon  and  the 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
of  North  Iran.  Admittance  of  these 
groups  raises  the  membership  in  the 
World  Council  to  160  churches  in 
45  countries. 


The  World  Council  of  Churches  in 

the  meeting  of  the  central  committee 
at  Toronto  urged  that  the  atomic 
bomb  be  banned  by  international 
agreement.  Obliteration  bombing 
and  bacteriological  warfare  were 
also  condemned. 

Bishop  Eivind  Berggrav  of  Oslo, 
Norway,  primate  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  that  country,  was  elected 
one  of  the  eight  presidents  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  He  suc- 
ceeds Archbishop  Erling  Eidem  of 
Sweden,  who  resigned  because  of 
age. 

The  first  comprehensive  social  in- 
surance program  of  its  kind  in  Asia 
is  being  inaugurated  in  India.  The 
system  includes  medical  care  and 
treatment,  sickness  and  maternity 
benefits,  and  pensions  to  dependents 
of  workers  killed  in  industry.  The 
central  and  state  governments,  the 
employers  and  the  employees  par- 
ticipate in  the  program.   (WP) 

The  importance  of  stressing  fun- 
damental abilities,  attitudes  and 
appreciations  in  addition  to  the 
three  R's  was  emphasized  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Classroom  Teachers 
Association  of  Virginia.  These  fun- 
damentals include  ability  to  live 
and  work  in  harmony  with  others, 
ability  to  think  through  personal 
and  social  problems  and  ability  to 
maintain  general  health.  Also  fun- 
damental, said  the  teachers,  are 
traits  of  character  such  as  honesty 
and  courtesy  and  an  "appreciation 
of  good  workmanship,  an  attitude  of 
tolerance  and  an  attitude  of  respect 
for  authority  and  property." 


Since  our  interest  and  action  now 
coincide  with  the  interest  and  action 
of  the  UN,  we  should  now  reshape 
our  policies  so  that  from  here  on  out 
we  could  work  in  a  united  front 
with  the  UN.  This  would  give  us 
the  greatest  assurance  of  peace  we 
have  experienced  since  World  War 
II — far  greater  than  any  security  we 
could  create  with  our  growing  arma- 
ments. But  this  would  mean  that, 
when  our  special  selfish  interests  do 
not  coincide  with  the  interests  of 
smaller  nations,  we  might  have  to 
make  some  concessions  and  possibly 
some  sacrifices.  Because  of  this, 
some  elements  throughout  our  coun- 
try are  fighting  all  forms  of  peaceful 
international  co-operation  in  the 
name  of  maintaining  "American 
sovereignty"  —  a  sovereignty  they 
apparently    feel    should    be    main- 


tained to  the  last  American  boy  and 
the  last  American  dollar! 

But  what  sovereignty  would  there 
be  in  a  devastated,  bleeding  im- 
poverished nation?  Is  there  not  a 
greater  sovereignty  —  one  that  can 
guarantee  America's  character  and 
integrity  while  using  the  arts  and 
skill  of  statesmanship  to  build  a 
kind  of  world  where  young  men 
need  not  die  and  our  civilization 
need  not  be  laid  to  waste?  There  is, 
but  it  cannot  be  found  in  the  narrow 
embittered  nationalism  that  always 
looks  a  little  silly  and  ridiculous  on 
the  pages  of  history  when  a  genera- 
tion has  passed.  It  must  be  found  in 
the  paths  of  truth,  understanding, 
love  and  co-operation  that  may  al- 
ways be  found  on  those  pages  of 
history  that  record  man's  highest  at- 
tainments— Between  the  Lines. 


These  children,  James  Flory  and 
his  Chinese  companions,  have  a 
fellowship    that    knows    no    color 


or  race 


Ernest  L.  Ikenberry 

Shanghai,  China 


The  Chinese  Church  Arises 


THE  Protestant  Church  in 
China  is  not  an  infant  but 
a  rather  husky  "young 
adult"  to  say  the  least.  And  with 
well  over  a  hundred  years  of  life 
why  should  not  the  Chinese 
Church  be  coming  fully  to  her 
majority?  One  must  always  keep 
in  mind  the  avowed  motive  of 
foreign  mission  societies  that 
have  been  working  in  China. 
That  motive  could  well  be  stated 
in  the  words  of  John  the  Baptist: 
"He  [the  church]  must  increase, 
and  I  [the  mission]  must  de- 
crease"! In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
some  few  missionaries  have  been 
paternalistic  and  protective  to- 
ward the  growing  Chinese 
Church,  yet  it  must  be  said  that 
the  three  goals  of  self-direction, 
self-propagation  and  self-sup- 
port (set  several  decades  ago) 
are  now  in  sight.  In  fact,  for 
many  individual  churches  these 
goals  were  achieved  long  ago. 
One  can  say  with  confidence  that 
if  every  form  of  mission  assist- 


ance was  withdrawn  from  the 
Chinese  Church  abruptly  the 
church  would  go  right  ahead — 
with  considerable  difficulty  and 
reduced  program  it  is  true — tak- 
ing such  a  situation  in  its  stride. 
Of  course,  we  do  not  expect  such 
a  sudden  withdrawal  but  let  us 
take  a  look  at  the  Chinese 
Church  objectively. 

In  the  first  place,  there  are 
about  a  million  Protestant 
Christians  in  China.  They  are 
organized  into  many  denomina- 
tions with  dioceses,  conferences, 
synods,  conventions  and  dis- 
tricts. There  are  around  five 
thousand  ordained  clergy  with 
five  or  six  times  as  many  evan- 
gelists, both  men  and  women, 
and  one  could  not  number  the 
thousands  of  laymen  and  women 
who  give  voluntary,  unpaid  serv- 
ice to  the  church.  Practically  all 
of  the  administrative  positions  in 
the  church  are  held  by  Chinese. 
One  meets  Chinese  pastors, 
evangelists,  presiding  elders,  dis- 


trict superintendents,  conference 
and  convention  secretaries,  bish- 
ops and  theologians  that  are  sec- 
ond to  none  anywhere  in  the 
world!  Yes,  the  leadership  of  the 
Chinese  Church  is  quite  ade- 
quately trained  and  very  de- 
voted to  the  work  of  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

The  Chinese  Church  also  has 
been  concerned  with  the  work  of 
evangelism  for  a  long  time.  The 
home  missionary  society  has 
been  working  for  years!  The 
Episcopal  Church  has  its  own 
home  mission  dioceses,  and  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  its 
work  of  the  border  mission  in 
the  far  west  as  well  as  one  home 
mission  provincial  synod.  There 
are  also  many  indigenous  evan- 
gelistic movements.  These  sects 
take  very  seriously  the  spread- 
ing of  the  gospel  and  new 
churches  spring  up  here  and 
there.   There  are  several  indige- 
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nous  denominations,  like  the  In- 
dependent Chinese  Church,  the 
True  Tests  Church,  the  Jesus 
Family,  the  Little  Flock,  that 
have  never  had  any  assistance  of 
any  kind  from  the  foreign  mis- 
sion societies.  Although  they 
may  be  queer  or  eccentric,  yet 
they  have  an  evangelistic  fervor 
and  a  sacrificial  zeal  which  makes 
them  quite  a  factor  in  the  future 
life  and  work  of  the  Chinese 
Church. 

Chinese  Christian  laymen  are 
assuming  more  responsibility  for 
the  support  of  the  church.  Many 
believe  that  one  of  the  weak 
points  of  foreign  missions  has 
been  the  use  of  mission  funds  for 
the  support  of  the  Chinese 
Church,  but  this  mistake  is  being 
corrected.  The  church  is  becom- 
ing determined  to  stand  on  its 
own  feet  economically.  This  like- 
ly will  mean  some  modifications 
of  the  system  of  paid  preachers 
and  evangelists  which  was  taken 
over  from  the  pattern  of  the 
churches  in  the  West. 

More  and  more  the  Chinese 
Church,  especially  in  the  smaller 
local  congregation,  is  developing 
a  pattern  of  self-supporting  free 
preachers  and  lay  leaders.  The 
North  China  Brethren  Church 
has  decided  that  no  local  church 
leaders  are  to  receive  pay.  Theo- 
logical seminaries  and  Bible 
schools  are  now  starting  courses 
in  vocational  training  so  that  the 
church  worker  may  be  able  to 
make  his  own  living.  Rolland 
Flory  of  our  Brethren  mission 
has  been  teaching  budding 
preachers  in  an  Episcopal  semi- 
nary how  to  work  with  their 
hands.  This  is  indeed  revolu- 
tionary! Lay  training  is  being 
emphasized  again  and  there  are 
a  great  number  of  local  congre- 
gations that  depend  entirely 
upon  the  help  of  lay  volunteer 
workers.  Of  course,  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  economically  weak 
Chinese  Church  cannot  assume 
the  financial  support  of  the  thir- 
teen    Christian     colleges,     237 
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Christian  middle  schools  and  163 
Christian  hospitals  in  China. 
These  Christian  institutions  have 
been  largely  developed,  sup- 
ported and  controlled  by  mis- 
sions; therefore,  these  are  not 
included  in  the  program  of  self- 
support  by  the  Chinese  Church. 
The  Christian  constituency  now 
largely  controls  these  institu- 
tions, but  financial  support  from 
missions  will  still  be  needed. 

This  objective  view  of  the  Chi- 
nese Church,  of  course,  would 
not  be  complete  without  the 
mention  of  the  deeper  aspects  of 
Christianity.  In  Christian  the- 
ology, sacred  music,  religious  art 
and  Christian  literature  the 
Chinese  Church  is  beginning 
to    make    her    contribution    to 


the  world  church.  China  also 
has  some  churchmen  that  stand 
out  well  in  any  world  ecu- 
menical gathering.  The  Church 
of  Christ  in  China,  which  com- 
prises about  one  third  of  all  the 
churches  in  China,  is  a  good  ex- 
ample of  overcoming  denomina- 
tional competition  and  bringing 
into  fellowship  the  broken  body 
of  Christ's  church.  The  Chris- 
tianizing the  Homes  Movement 
of  the  National  Christian  Council 
is  now  becoming  an  influence  all 
over  East  Asia. 

The  Chinese  Church  arises  in- 
deed! And  one  can  say  with  con- 
fidence that  in  the  future  the 
world  church  will  thus  be 
strengthened  and  spiritually  en- 
riched. 


Top  (left  to 
right):  John  De- 
trick  of  Peking, 
North  China. 
V  e  1  m  a  Ober. 
Bessie  Crixn  and 
Mary  Schaefter 
of   West   China 

Center:       Olive 

and     Ernest 

Dcenberry 

Bottom:  Harriett 

and    Calvin 

Bright 


EDITORIAL 


No  Iron  Curtain 
in  the  Church 

FRITZ  KRATTZ  is  a  young 
German  from  Berlin  who 
edits  youth  publications  for 
the  Lutheran  Church  there.  A 
few  months  ago,  in  speaking  to 
a  group  of  editors  in  this  country, 
he  said,  "There  is  no  iron  curtain 
in  the  church  in  Berlin."  In  Ber- 
lin there  are  Lutherans  living 
under  four  different  govern- 
ments because  their  city  is  di- 
vided into  that  many  zones.  One 
of  these  zones  is  behind  the  iron 
curtain.  Yet  a  young  Christian 
says,  "There  is  no  iron  curtain 
in  the  church." 

How  can  Christians  maintain 
fellowship  across  "cold-war" 
lines?  According  to  Fritz  Krattz, 
it  is  extremely  difficult,  but  the 
Berlin  Christians  manage  it  be- 
cause the  Christians  in  the  west- 
ern zones  voluntarily  accept  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  their 
brethren  in  the  Communist  zone. 
They  place  the  unity  of  the 
church  and  their  fellowship  in 
Christ  above  the  enjoyment  of 
privilege  they  receive  from  a 
more  democratic  government. 

In  his  recent  contacts  with  our 
churches  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  re- 
peatedly made  the  assertion  that 
if  Christians  would  refuse  to  kill 
Christians,  there  would  soon  be 
an  end  to  wars.  In  the  last  world 
conflict  Lutherans  were  lined  up 
against  Lutherans,  Catholics 
fought  against  Catholics,  and 
Methodist  boys  were  asked  to 
drop  bombs  that  destroyed  Meth- 
odist churches.  In  the  next  war 
it  is  possible  that  Brethren  will 
be  asked  to  help  destroy  Breth- 
ren. 

Only  a  loyalty  to  Christ  that  is 
greater  than  our  interest  in  se- 
curity can  push  aside  the  iron 
and  bamboo  curtains  men  have 
raised.  The  worst  curtains  are 
those  which  Christians  allow  to 
be  drawn  over  their  own  vision 


of  a  world  that  can  be  won  for 
Christ. 

Perhaps  we  need  to  think  less 
about  our  own  security  and  the 
privileges  (too  often  abused) 
that  we  want  to  defend.  Let  us 
become  more  ready  to  bear  an- 
other's burden.  In  so  doing  we 
shall  find  a  new  vocation,  a 
stronger  witness  and  a  deeper 
fellowship  with  Christ,      k.  m. 


China   Is  Strategic 

Wendell  Flory 

Elgin,  Illinois 

ASIA  is  rapidly  becoming  the 
strategic  continent  of  our 
earth.  It  is  the  seedbed  for 
new  ideas  which  will  presently 
influence  history.  The  white 
race,  long  accustomed  to  viewing 
Europe  and  North  America  as 
the  rulers  of  the  world,  has  been 
slow  to  recognize  this  change  of 
balance  of  power.  The  Christian 
church  has  been  equally  slow  in 
coming  to  this  realization.  We 
often  hear  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  since  communism  has  cap- 
tured China  the  church  and 
Christians  can  do  nothing,  and 
furthermore  it  is  not  worth  try- 
ing, since  it  is  no  longer  our 
responsibility.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth.  Our 
billion  fellow  men  in  Asia, 
long  termed  the  "silent  bil- 
lion," are  not  so  silent  now.  They 
are  in  revolt,  and  their  revolu- 
tion shakes  the  world.  The 
church  and  foreign  missions 
must  heed  the  rumblings  from 
this  most  strategic  continent. 
Consider  China,  the  largest  of 
the  nations. 

China  is  strategic  because  of 
her  immense  population.  Four 
hundred  million  people  consti- 
tute one  fifth  of  the  earth's  popu- 
lation. These  are  the  same  peo- 
ple for  whom  we  have  given 
money  and  life  during  past  years. 
They  have  not  changed  with  the 


coming  of  communism.  Though 
burdened  by  poverty  they  have 
a  future.  What  will  it  be?  If  used 
militarily,  the  possibilities  al- 
most stagger  us.  Now  a  liability 
economically,  they  could  become 
a  mighty  force  to  lift  the  level 
of  living  in  Asia.  Politically, 
they  are  pawns  in  anybody's 
hands  now.  Religiously,  they  are 
souls  to  be  saved.  Their  poten- 
tialities for  the  kingdom  of  God 
are  infinite.  Our  Christian  mis- 
sions have  but  touched  the  sur- 
face, although  a  Protestant 
church  of  two  million  has  been 
established.  Christ  through  the 
church  does  have  something  to 
say  about  the  ultimate  purpose 
for  which  these  millions  of  peo- 
ple can  live.  It  is  a  strategic  time. 

China  is  strategic  because  her 
people  are  now  becoming  literate 
in  ever  larger  numbers.  Educa- 
tion has  become  a  demand.  These 
silent  people  refuse  to  be  igno- 
rant and  allow  others  to  enslave 
them  any  longer.  This  is  a  major 
result  of  the  vision  and  impetus 
of  Christian  missions  in  China 
over  the  last  hundred  years.  Now 
that  we  have  created  disgust 
with  the  old,  let  us  finish  the  task 
and  create  something  better  to 
put  in  its  place.  When  a  man 
learns  to  read,  the  first  ideas  that 
he  takes  into  his  hungry  mind 
will  color  his  entire  life.  There- 
fore, shall  these  millions  read 
first  of  Christ  and  his  love,  or 
read  about  man's  hatred  and  en- 
mity for  his  fellow  men?  We 
must  take  mighty  efforts  to  pro- 
duce Christian  literature  which 
will  be  available  to  these  newly 
opened  minds  and  souls.  The 
church  must  take  action  at  this 
strategic  point. 

China  is  strategic  because  in 
this  generation  her  people  are 
changing  religions.  Seldom  in 
history    have    so    many    people 
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Christians  in  America  are  wondering  what  is  hap- 
pening to  missions  in  China  today.  Dr.  Harold 
S.  Matthews  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions  in  this  article  takes  us 


Behind  the  Bamboo  Screen 


ON  THE  sixteenth  of  March 
of  this  year  (1950)  my  wife 
and  I  left  China  after  a  sec- 
retarial visit  of  sixteen  months 
in  South  China,  the  last  seven 
months  of  it  being  spent  under 
the  new  People's  Government. 
We  left  behind  us  in  the  city  of 
Foochow  six  young  families 
(with  eleven  children  under 
eight  years  of  age)  and  eleven 
other  missionaries  representing 
the  Congregational  Christian 
Churches.  I  mention  these  to 
show  that  we  still  believe  in  the 
Chinese  people  and  wish  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  them  as  long  as 
permission  for  such  services  is 
granted  by  the  government.' 

During  these  recent  months  in 
China  I  was  privileged  to  meet 
only  two  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  missionaries,  Ernest 
and  Olivia  Ikenberry  at  Shang- 
hai. Let  me  testify  here  that  the 
Brethren  can  feel  proud  of  those 
two  loyal  missionaries.  You  can 
trust  their  judgment  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  information  they 
send  out.  I  marvel  at  their  ener- 
gy. I  for  one  am  very  glad  they 
are  where  they  are,  aiding  the 
Chinese  Christians  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  ways. 

Perhaps  you  have  been  read- 
ing the  story  being  told  by  the 
two  American  Navy  fliers  who 
were  held  for  nineteen  months  in 
Communist  China  and  then  re- 
leased without  having  been 
harmed.  Here  is  a  quotation  from 
them: 

"Back  in  the  bamboo,  the  vil- 
lage people  only  know  a  few 
things  about  the  United  States, 
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but  those  things  could  get  us 
back  into  China.  They  know  we 
established  colleges  and  hospi- 
tals. American  mission  schools 
and  hospitals  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  China.  They  know 
we  never  had  any  idea  of  grab- 
bing territory.  They  know  about 
our  contributions  for  famine  re- 
lief. They  are  tremendously  im- 
pressed by  our  mechanical  equip- 
ment." 

"The  way  we  were  treated  is 
proof  of  the  friendly  feeling  even 
all-out  Chinese  Communists 
have  for  Americans.  .  .  .  The 
door  is  wide  open  for  us,  if  we 
make  our  pitch  straight  to  the 
Chinese  people." 

I  have  quoted  these  two  navy 
ex-prisoners  because  they  have 


discovered  what  the  missionaries 
have  known  all  through  the 
years — that  Christian  schools, 
hospitals,  churches  and  service 
centers  have  created  ties  that 
still  bind  China  and  the  U.S.A 
together.  If  these  two  men  had 
known  the  church  life  intimately 
they  would  also  have  realized 
the  way  the  Chinese  Christians 
value  their  place  in  the  world- 
wide Christian  fellowship. 

And  now  to  go  back  to  Foo- 
chow. When  the  Communist 
army  came  into  our  city  on  Au- 
gust 17,  1949,  they  found  prac- 
tically no  resistance  because  the 
Nationalist  army  had  run  away. 
The  new  army  just  walked  into 


Most  Chinese 
know  of  the 
hospitals  estab- 
lished by  mis- 
sions and  of  the 
work  of  medi- 
cal missionar- 
ies. Bessie  Crim 
and  Nurse 
Hsiao  are  treat- 
ing trachoma 
patients  at  the 
Home  for  the 
Destitute,  Tze- 
chung.  West 
China 


a  vacuum  which  it  proceeded  to 
fill  as  peacefully  as  possible.  We 
had  been  told  the  newcomers 
would  be  "pink"  rather  than 
"red"  and  so  they  were. 

The  three  fears  of  the  West- 
erners were  not  justified:  (1) 
Food  would  be  scarce.  There  was 
always  plenty  of  fresh  meat, 
fruit,  vegetables,  milk  and  other 
provisions.  (2)  Money  would  be 
difficult  to  secure.  Within  a  few 
days  after  the  new  government 
arrived  realistic  exchange  regu- 
lations were  put  in  force  and 
telegraphic  transfers  of  funds 
were  made  promptly.  Before 
long,  drafts  on  greenbacks  could 
be  exchanged  at  the  banks  at 
good  rates.  (3)  Family  life  would 
be  interfered  with.  Up  until  the 
latest  news  I  have  received  since 
I  left,  there  had  been  no  inter- 
ference with  family  life.  In  fact, 
the  orders  have  been  that  the 
Westerners  should  be  entirely 
ignored,  even  conversations  with 
them  being  taboo.  Some  mis- 
sionary homes  in  other  places 
have  been  searched  at  times  fol- 
lowing rumors  of  hidden  gold 
bars  or  radio  sending  sets.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  declared 
principle  of  "protection  for  for- 
eigners" has  been  lived  up  to  so 
faithfully  throughout  China. 

When  the  new  government  of- 
ficials came  to  Foochow  they  dis- 
covered that  the  Christian  move- 
ment was  so  strong  that  it  could 
not  be  attacked  "head  on."  This 
was  because  the  Anglicans, 
Methodists  and  Congregational 
Christians  for  a  hundred  years 
had  been  at  work  establishing 
churches,  schools,  hospitals,  so- 
cial service  centers,  institutions 
for  the  blind,  orphanages  and 
leper  asylums.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  the  thousands  of  worshipers, 
students,  patients  and  Christian 
homes  awed  the  newcomers  in 
the  government  offices.  And  the 
union  institutions  including  Fu- 
kien  Christian  University,  Union 
Theological  College,  the  Union 
hospital,  Union  Vocational  High 
School,  Union  Kindergarten 
Training  School  all  furnish  proof 


Rural  rehabilitation  projects  are  encouraged  by  the  People's  Govern- 
ment.   In  many  places  water  buffalo  (see  picture)  are  loaned  to  the 
farmers  to  do  their  plowing 


visible  to  the  Communists  that 
Protestant  Christianity  does  have 
social  values  which  they  have 
admitted  are  worth  preserving. 

From  the  seventeenth  of  Au- 
gust until  the  present  propagan- 
da teams  have  been  very  active 
using  all  sorts  of  methods,  in- 
cluding street  meetings,  proces- 
sions, wall  boards  and  long  and 
frequent  indoctrination  sessions 
for  teachers,  pupils,  workmen 
and  storekeepers.  Russian  influ- 
ence has  been  on  the  increase 
with  Stalin's  picture  prominent- 
ly displayed  alongside  that  of 
Mao  Tze-tung. 

As  has  been  true  in  other 
parts  of  China  the  missionaries 
themselves  have  been  curtailed 
in  their  travels;  free  to  move 
about  the  city  itself  but  required 
to  secure  special  passes,  issued 
sparsely,  for  any  travel  into 
country  areas  or  distant  places. 
However,  the  missionaries  ap- 
pear to  be  working  in  a  hopeful 
mood  because  of  new  doors  of 
opportunity  opening  before  them 
and  because  of  new  Chinese 
church  leadership  willing  to 
take  and  administer  responsibil- 
ity heretofore  avoided. 

This  state   of  affairs  is  espe- 


cially true  for  Foochow,  where 
the  Mid-Fukien  Synod  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  has 
taken  on  a  new  lease  of  life.  Four 
aged  pastors  have  been  retired 
on  pension  with  living  quarters 
in  a  rehabilitated  retirement 
center.  A  stronger  executive 
committee  has  been  elected.  The 
eight  activity  committees  have 
been  streamlined  with  chairmen 
who  are  members  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  and  are  much 
more  efficient  this  year.  Five 
new  Chinese  secretaries  have 
been  added  to  the  central  staff 
and  are  making  their  influence 
felt  all  through  the  synod.  An 
awakening  of  interest  in  self- 
support,  in  personal  service  to 
the  church  and  in  a  deepening  of 
spiritual  fellowship  has  been  ap- 
parent in  many  instances.  Great- 
er emphasis  on  team  work  is 
bringing  results. 

Of  course,  "there  are  many  ad- 
versaries" and  changed  govern- 
mental policies  can  affect  devel- 
opments adversely.  For  instance, 
the  government  policy  toward 
mission  property  is  of  great  con- 
cern right  now.    Will  there  be 
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confiscation  of  important  prop- 
erty? Will  the  taxes  assessed  be 
so  high  that  the  various  institu- 
tions cannot  afford  to  pay  them? 
Will  the  government  insist  upon 
such  close  control  of  the  schools 
that  their  Christian  character 
will  be  seriously  impaired?  Will 
fees  from  students  and  hospital 
patients  be  lowered  to  the  point 
where  certain  schools  and  hospi- 
tals will  have  to  close?  Will  the 
subsidizing  of  ministers  become 
so  difficult  that  church  efficiency 
will  be  noticeably  lowered?  Will 


the  missionaries  who  leave  for 
furloughs,  and  new  appointees, 
be  denied  re-entry  permits,  thus 
gradually  eliminating  the  mis- 
sion groups? 

Many  questions  of  this  sort  can 
be  asked  but  it  is  too  soon  to  an- 
swer them  with  accuracy  or  cer- 
tainty. Suffice  it  to  say  that  most 
of  the  missionaries  want  to  stay 
at  their  posts  as  long  as  they  are 
permitted  to  do  so.  They  are 
willing  to  take  the  hint  given  by 
the  present  premier  that  the  mis- 
sionaries and  Chinese  Christians 


be  patient  while  the  government 
finishes  the  civil  war  and  works 
out  permanent  policies  in  line 
with  the  publicized  principle  of 
freedom  of  religion  stated  in  the 
law  of  present-day  China. 

Since  the  readers  of  these  par- 
agraphs will  be  Church  of  the 
Brethren  friends  let  me  close 
with  the  hope  that  the  day  be 
speeded  when  the  Shansi  mis- 
sions of  the  Brethren  and  the 
Congregational  Christian  Church 
can  again  be  reconstructed  and 
working  on  a  co-operative  basis. 


North  China  Church,  John  Detrich  of  Peking  reports, 


TAKES   ON  NEW  LIFE 


THE  Brethren  mission  has 
served  her  day  as  the  mother 
of  the  Chinese  Brethren 
Church.  Now  the  time  has  come 
when  mother  and  child  separate. 
Without  separation,  the  Chinese 
Church  would  become  weak  in 
character.  A  child  grown  to 
maturity  earns  his  own  liveli- 
hood, disciplines  his  own  actions 
and  thinks  his  own  thoughts  as 
a  responsible  person.  Mother 
and  child  become  independent 
but  they  continue  their  mutual 
fellowship,  guidance  and  support 
in  one  another's  needs.  So  it  is 
with  the  Shansi  Brethren.  They 
have  faced  the  crisis.  They  go 
forward  in  the  faith  that  God 
will  lead  them  and  that  their 
another  church  will  not  forsake 
them. 

The  Shansi  Brethren  (proper- 
ly, the  North  China  Brethren) 
have  spent  much  time  in  pre- 
paring for  the  new  church.  The 
Chinese  leaders  have  worked  in 
co-operation  with  the  mission 
personnel  in  developing  a  new 
organization  controlled  entirely 
by  the  Chinese  Brethren.  Each 
of  the  two  meetings  held  in  Pe- 
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king  emphasized  the  need  for  a 
firm  spiritual  foundation  for  the 
new  church.  Out  of  this  major 
emphasis  came  the  discussion  of 
practical  problems  of  organiza- 
tion. A  representative  council 
has  been  set  up  with  the  proper 
officers,  members  being  chosen 
by  each  local  congregation.  This 
council  will  serve  in  directing 
the  evangelistic  work  of  the 
church,  in  administering  funds 
and  in  keeping  contact  with  the 
Brethren  mission.  Hereafter, 
foreign  workers,  if  any,  will 
work  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chinese  and  not  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  mission.  The  mission 
will  act  as  adviser  to  the  Chinese 
Church,  provide  personnnel  as 
the  Chinese  Church  requests 
them,  and  make  necessary  finan- 
cial grants  for  the  promotion 
of  the  Chinese  work  if  possible. 
After  forty-two  years  under  the 
parental  control  of  the  Brethren 
mission,  the  Chinese  Brethren 
Church  has  come  of  age.  She 
looks  forward  to  an  independent 
life  in  unity  with  the  Chinese 
Church. 

The  Chinese  Brethren  are 
showing  evidence  of  their  spir- 
itual maturity.  Planning  for  the 


future  life  of  the  church  cannot 
be  done  quickly  nor  with  cer- 
tainty. However,  there  is  a 
vision  of  things  to  come.  Spirit- 
ual leadership  is  the  first  prob- 
lem to  be  solved.  Almost  none 
of  the  older  leaders  are  available. 
Young  people  are  not  entering 
Christian  service  at  the  present 
time.  The  Brethren  are  consider- 
ing this  problem  seriously,  es- 
pecially in  its  relationship  to 
their  possible  membership  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China.  Such 
a  relationship  is  advisable  from 
the  standpoint  of  leadership,  of 
counsel  in  spiritual  and  organiza- 
tional matters  and  of  providing 
proper  channels  for  the  receiving 
and  distribution  of  offerings 
from  the  mother  church. 

The  Chinese  Brethren  will 
continue  to  support  as  many 
Christian  students  as  possible 
through  the  middle  school  years. 
A  search  is  being  made  for  those 
students  who  show  qualifications 
for  Christian  service,  especially 
for  ministerial  candidates.  Dur- 
ing this  summer,  some  of  the 
students  will  be  sent  to  a  sum- 
mer conference  at  Yenching  Uni- 
versity. This  opportunity  will 
widen  the  horizons  of  the  stu- 


dents  to  their  Christian  possibili- 
ties in  new  China  and  will  give 
the  church  leaders  a  chance  to 
observe,  select  and  develop  the 
best  leadership  material. 

Worship  is  the  essential  work 
of  the  church.  The  Tai  Yuan 
church  has  public  worship  with 
an  active  membership.  Show 
Yang  and  Ping  Ting  Christians 
find  their  source  of  strength  in 
home  worship  groups.  Other 
groups  are  not  so  fortunate  and 
many  are  the  Christians  whose 
silent  prayers  are  ascending 
from  the  unseen  altar  of  the 
heart.  Their  solitude  calls  forth 
our  compassion  and  fellowship 
in  the  spiritual  vitality  of  prayer. 

Religious  literature  for  the  de- 
velopment of  worship,  home  life, 
and  Bible  study  are  being  pro- 
vided for  the  Brethren  Chris- 
tians. We  are  all  exceedingly 
grateful  for  the  printed  page 
which  travels  where  evangelists 
and  ministers  do  not  go.  Plans 
are  being  made  to  make  more 
literature  available  to  more  of 
the  Shansi  members. 

The  new  Chinese  Brethren 
Church  is  also  finding  new  ways 
of  serving  the  daily  life  of  the 
members.  Close  co-operation  is 
developing  with  the  progressive 
program  of  the  North  China 
Christian  Rural  Service  Union. 
It  is  hoped  that  one  of  the  Breth- 
ren staff  members  of  that  organi- 
zation will  be  able  to  conduct 
training  programs  in  Shansi. 
This  will  promote  new  methods 
in  raising  vegetables,  growing 
fruit  trees  and  planting  new  va- 
rieties of  grain.  Later  it  may  be 
possible  to  promote  animal  hus- 
bandry and  handcrafts. 

The  objection  might  be  raised 
that  the  new  Chinese  Brethren 
Church  is  using  the  old  methods 
of  the  Brethren  mission.  It 
would  be  more  correct  to  say 
they  are  seeking  the  same  goals 
sought  by  the  mission  but  they 
are  employing  new  methods.  All 
methods  are  becoming  new.  If 
they  remain  old,  they  will  not 
survive.  It  must  also  be  remem- 
bered that  the  present  projects 


Rollcmd  and  Josephine  Flory  with  Jimmy  and  Jerry.    The  Florys  are 
interested  in  vocational  training  for  Chinese  church  workers 


are  the  first  real  beginnings  for 
the  church  since  the  war.  Our 
Chinese  Brethren  are  sharing  in 
the  vitality  of  the  Chinese 
Church.  Their  future  will  de- 
pend largely  upon  their  unity 
with  a  united  Christian  church 
and  upon  the  purity  of  the  in- 
dividual member's  faith.  The 
Chinese      Brethren      and      the 


Chinese  Church  as  a  united 
church  will  need  our  under- 
standing, especially  when  their 
methods  are  unfamiliar  to  us. 
The  church  needs  our  prayers 
and  our  fellowship.  It  is  our 
faith  that  neither  the  winter 
winds  nor  the  summer  heat  will 
destroy  the  Chinese  Church.  The 
Spirit  of  God  is  with  her. 


WHY  WE  WANT  TO  RETURN  TO  CHINA 


George  E.  and  Rae  Mason 

Portland,  Oregon 


WE  EXPECT  to  return  to 
China  just  as  soon  as  the 
State  Department  will  is- 
sue our  passports  and  we  can  get 
passage.  There  is  an  opening  for 
us  at  Yenching  University  to 
teach  engineering  and  exert  in- 
fluence for  Christ.  We  are  asked 
to  teach  because  we  can  help 
train  China's  future  engineers; 
we  want  to  teach  because  we 
can  contribute  to  the  future  eco- 
nomic welfare  of  China,  help  her 
when  she  needs  help  and  thus 


contribute  to  world  brotherhood. 
We  can  also  live  Christian  lives 
before  some  of  China's  future 
economic  leaders,  and  inject 
something  of  the  Christian  ideal 
into  their  lives. 

We  do  not  know  what  lies 
ahead  for  China,  or  for  us  when 
we  get  back  to  China.  We  ex- 
pect difficulties  but  we  believe 
that  with  Christ  as  our  leader, 
we  cannot  work  in  vain. 
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The  South  China  church,  says  L.  S.  Brubaker,  is 


The  Center  of  the  Christian  Community 


AFTER  more  than  a  year  the 
incidents  of  our  visit  to  the 
South  China  Church  stand 
out  clearly.  I  write  of  the  work 
there  from  the  impressions 
gained  then  and  from  corres- 
pondence received  since  then. 

The  friendliness  and  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  people  were  evi- 
dent from  the  first.  Several 
members  of  the  church  were  at 
the  bus  station  to  meet  us  and 
they  walked  with  us  along  the 
way  to  the  compound.  Others 
who  lived  alongside  the  road 
came  out  from  their  homes  to 
greet  us  as  we  passed  by.  Enter- 
ing the  gate  to  the  church  com- 
pound we  saw  a  big  welcome 
sign  written  in  English.  More 
friends  were  at  the  church. 

The  school  children  found  it 
difficult  to  keep  their  minds  on 
their  studies  with  strangers  from 
America  visiting  their  rooms  and 
talking  with  their  teachers. 
They  were  all  glad  when  they 
had  the  opportunity  to  show 
their  welcome  to  us  and  we  en- 
joyed their  program  a  great  deal. 

Visiting  in  the  homes  of  the 
community,  talking  with  other 
church  leaders  in  On  Fun  and 
meeting  with  the  church  board 
gave  us  a  good  picture  of  the 
work  that  was  being  carried  on 
here  by  our  faithful  workers, 
Brother  and  Sister  Moy  Gwong, 
.the  Bible  women  and  the  teach- 
ers in  the  school.  The  reception 
by  the  church  a  couple  of  days 
later  and  the  regular  worship 
services  which  were  conducted 
on  Sunday  helped  us  to  appreci- 
ate more  than  ever  the  group  of 
Christians  who  are  bound  to- 
gether in  bonds  of  love  and  fel- 
lowship and  who  are  working 
here  for  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 


Above:    South  China  Church  building 

Below:  Moy  Gwong's  place  at  On  Fun,  South  China 
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In  a  recent  letter  received 
from  the  church  leaders  at  On 
Fun  they  state  that  the  average 
Sunday  worship  attendance  is 
250  people.  Over  200  students 
are  in  their  five  Sunday-school 


classes.  Five  times  each  week 
they  engage  in  village  preaching 
and  in  visiting  the  homes  of  the 
members.  Many  times  they  have 
worshiped  in  the  homes  of  the 
people  with  whom  they  are  visit- 


ing.  Recently  more  than  forty 
were  registered  for  baptism, 
twenty-five  of  whom  were  found 
qualified  after  a  Bible  examina- 
tion and  an  oral  faith  quiz.  Bap- 
tism took  place  on  June  25. 

In  the  Chen  Teh  primary 
school  290  students  are  enrolled. 
Seven  well-trained  and  qualified 
teachers  are  able  and  faithful  in 
their  educational  and  missionary 
work.  Some  of  these  children 
who  are  now  enrolled  in  this 
school  will  be  called  to  future 
positions  of  leadership  in  China. 

The  high  standard  of  its  edu- 
cational work,  its  fine  ministry 
to  the  surrounding  community, 
its  zeal  for  winning  souls  to 
Christ,  have  won  for  the  church 
at  On  Fun  a  great  deal  of  respect, 
admiration  and  support.  While 
Brother  Moy  Gwong  was  living, 
he  was  widely  used  in  the  sur- 
rounding churches  for  special 
services.  During  the  last  several 
years  of  his  ministry,  he  was  the 
only  full-time  minister  in  the 
whole  surrounding  community. 
We  feel  sure  that  the  new  pastor, 
Rev.  Feng  Shang  Pen  will  carry 
on  the  work  and  will  also  make 
a  significant  contribution  to  the 
Christian  cause  in  this  area. 

After  the  harvest  this  coming 
fall,  the  Christians  at  On  Fun  are 
planning  to  celebrate  the  thirty- 
second  anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  their  church.  At  this  time 
they  want  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  his  kindness  to  them,  to  rec- 
ognize the  unstinted  labor  and 
efforts  of  the  late  Brother  Moy 
Gwong  and  to  stimulate  the 
present  members  to  the  sense 
of  great  responsibility  to  the 
church. 

About  a  year  ago  the  church 
at  On  Fun  became  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  China. 
This  affiliates  them  with,  and 
makes  them  a  real  part  of,  the 
ongoing  Protestant  movement 
in  China.  The  Foreign  Mission 
Commission  will  continue  to  give 
them  all  the  advice,  counsel  and 
held  that  is  possible  during  the 
future  years.  It  is  not  our  plan 
to  send  an  American  missionary 


to  work  with  them.  They  have 
sufficient  leadership  of  their  own 
to  carry  on  their  good  work. 
General  oversight  will  be  given 
them  by  the  general  secretary 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China, 
whose  provincial  headquarters 
are  located  at  Canton.  Dr.  Peter 
Wang,  the  general  secretary,  im- 
pressed us  as  a  well-trained, 
faithful,  warmhearted  Christian, 
and  one  who  is  intensely  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  Church. 
As  we  enter  this  new  period  of 


our  work  in  South  China,  we 
pray  that  this  work  so  nobly  be- 
gun and  fostered  by  Brother  and 
Sister  Moy  Gwong  will  continue 
to  grow  and  to  become  an  honor 
and  glory  to  God.  May  we  pray 
for  the  leaders  of  this  church, 
may  we  continue  to  hold  up  their 
problems  before  God  and  to  give 
them  such  financial  aid  as  is 
needed  in  the  years  ahead.  We 
are  all  proud  of  this  Christian 
church  which  is  a  lighthouse  of 
righteousness  in  On  Fun. 


Christian  students  of  the  Toy  Shan  primary  school.  South  China 


TEACH    US    TO    PRAY 

Martha  N.  Parker 

Hollansburg,  Ohio 

Teach  us  to  pray,  O  Lord;  teach  us  to  pray. 
To  share  others'  burdens  in  prayer  by  the  way. 
To  pray  for  their  needs  with  hearts  full  of  love. 
And  with  them  find  fellowship  borne  from  above. 

Teach  us  to  pray,  O  Lord;  teach  us  to  pray; 

In  any  uncertainty  help  us  to  say. 

"It  is  thy  work;  just  show  us  thy  will. 

For  we  know  thou  hast  guided  and  are  guiding  men  still. 

Teach  us  to  pray,  O  Lord;  teach  us  to  pray. 
To  follow  our  Master,  there's  no  other  way 
Than  treading  the  path  of  prayer  he  trod. 
Thus  keeping  our  hearts  at  oneness  with  God. 
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A  FEW  days  ago  when  I  told 
the  superintendent  and 
medical  director  of  the 
Glen  Lake  sanatorium  that  I 
plan  to  leave  for  China  this  com- 
ing August,  he  seemed  surprised 
and  said:  "Do  you  have  to  go? 
We  are  happy  to  have  you  with 
us,  and  you  can  stay  here  as  long 
as  you  desire.  Do  you  really  want 
to  return  to  China?"  I  thanked 
him  and  told  him  that  I  do  want 
to  return  to  China.  He  asked: 
"Why?" 

The  news  spread  fast.  Since 
then  many  patients  and  many 
people  here  have  been  asking  me 
similar  questions:  "Are  you  go- 
ing to  leave  us?  We  like  you 
very  much.  We  are  going  to  miss 
you.  Don't  you  like  America? 
Dr.  T  and  Dr.  Y  are  not  leaving. 
Why  do  you  return  to  China?" 

All  the  people  I  have  met  in 
America  have  been  very  friend- 
ly, kind  and  nice  to  me.  I  do 
enjoy  staying  here  very  much. 
Dr.  T  and  Dr.  Y  are  both  Chinese 
doctors,  coming  here  from  China 
for  postgraduate  training  in  tu- 
berculosis. Dr.  T  has  had  enough 
raise  in  his  monthly  fellowship 
stipend  to  support  his  wife  and 
a  baby  here  in  an  apartment. 
Dr.  T  is  not  going  back  to  China 
because  the  private  practicing 
doctors  in  Shanghai  do  not  have 
a  good  income  now  because  most 
of  the  patients  go  to  the  commu- 
nity or  public  clinics  and  hospi- 
tals where  the  facilities  are 
better  and  the  charge  is  less.  Dr. 
Y  is  not  returning  because  the 
living  conditions  in  his  home 
town  are  still  poor. 

My  answer  to  the  question, 
why  I  am  returning  to  China 
now,  is  that  I  think  I  am  more 
needed  and  more  useful  there. 
For  instance,  let  us  compare  the 
tuberculosis  situation  in  an  aver- 
age American  city,  Minneapolis, 


for  example,  with  that  in  the 
city  of  Peking,  China.  The 
death  rate  from  tuberculosis  per 
100,000  population  in  1943  was 
32  in  Minneapolis  and  200  in 
Peking.  The  total  number  of 
tuberculosis  deaths  in  1943  was 
160  in  Minneapolis,  and  4,000 
in  Peking.  The  total  number  of 
sanatorium  beds  available  in 
1943  was  691  in  Minneapolis  and 
about  250  in  Peking.  The  num- 
ber of  beds  for  each  tuberculosis 
death  was  4.3  in  Minneapolis,  and 
about  .06  in  Peking.  In  Minne- 
apolis, a  couple  of  dozen  tuber- 
culosis specialist  physicians 
serve  a  population  of  about  half 
a  million,  but  in  Pekin  for  a  pop- 
ulation of  about  two  million,  you 
can  count  the  tuberculosis  phy- 


Kenneth  K.  C.  K'an.  M.D. 

Medical  Fellow  at  Glen  Lake  Sanatorium, 
Oak  Terrace,  Minnesota 


sicans  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
Peking  is  supposed  to  be  one  of- 
the  few  cities  in  China  with  the 
best  modern  medical  facilities 
and  most  modern  medical  per- 
sonnel. If  we  take  China  as  a 
whole,  the  tuberculosis  situation 
is  even  more  desperate.  In  Amer- 
ica, tuberculosis  was  the  first 
cause  of  death  in  1900,  and  now 
has  dropped  to  the  seventh  cause 
of  death.  In  China,  tuberculosis 
remains  to  be  the  first  cause  of 
death.  That  is  why  I  think  I  am 
more  needed  and  useful  in 
China. 

The  working  conditions  in 
China  now  are  very  good.  Dr. 
Loucks,  American  professor  of 
surgery  of  Peking  Union  Medi- 
cal College,  a  Rockefeller  Foun- 


WHY  I  RETURN  TO 
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Many  Chinese  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  preventive  medicine  and 
so  disease  takes  a  high  toll 


dation  college,  who  came  to 
America  for  a  vacation  in  June 
1949  and  went  back  to  Peking 
again  in  September  1949,  said  in 
the  P.U.M.C.  alumni  meeting  in 
New  York  City  last  summer:  "If 
you  folks  want  to  serve  your 
people  and  help  in  the  recon- 
struction of  your  country,  this  is 
the  time  for  you  to  consider  re- 
turning to  China."  Dr.  Ch'iu, 
chief  of  the  Peking  tuberculosis 
center,  said  in  his  recent  letter: 
"We  have  almost  finished  our 
first  year  in  BCG  (a  kind  of  tu- 
berculosis prophylactic  vaccina- 
tion) work.  On  the  whole  it  has 
been  very  successful.  For  this 
year,  even  under  great  financial 
difficulty,  the  government  has 
voluntarily  doubled  our  alloca- 
tion for  this  work."  The  govern- 
ment is  also  building  a  big  sana- 
torium in  the  suburb  of  Peking. 
It  is  true  that  my  income  may 
not  be  very  high,  and  my  living 


CHINA 


C.  C.  Wang 

Chicago,   Illinois 


conditions  may  not  be  very  com- 
fortable. But  I  am  sure  that  my 
income  will  not  be  lower  than 
that  of  any  other  average  Chi- 
nese with  similar  training  and 
experience.  Think  of  the  mis- 
sionaries of  our  church.  They 
give  up  life  in  America  and 
come  to  China  to  encounter  all 
kinds  of  hardship  in  order  to 
help  the  Chinese  people.  Why 
should  I,  a  Chinese  as  well  as  a 
Christian,  stay  comfortably  and 
easily  in  America?  The  oppor- 
tunity and  temptation  of  staying 
in  America  are  indeed  great,  but 
with  God's  guidance  I  realize  my 
duty  and  his  will  for  me.  As  a 
Christian,  I  should  think  of  God's 
will  first  and  my  personal  pleas- 
ure last.  An  old  Chinese  teach- 
ing says  that  one  should  always 
worry  before  one's  fellow  men 
worry,  and  be  happy  only  after 
one's  fellow  men  are  happy. 


Qbboltunitu  wines  Oblioations 


I  REMEMBER  so  well  a  Chi- 
nese friend  one  night  telling 
me  a  story  in  my  Chicago 
residence.  It  was  of  wartime 
China.  A  Chinese  doctor  started 
his  medical  practice  in  a  remote 
countryside  of  northwestern  Chi- 
na. He  cured  the  sick  and  helped 
the  poor.  Gradually  he  was 
able  to  win  the  love  of  the 
people  of  the  whole  community. 
Through  his  influence,  a  church 
was  established  and  several 
kinds  of  social  work  were  carried 
out,  public  health  education, 
mass  education,  agricultural  im- 
provements. After  a  few  years, 
the  community  grew  bigger  and 
bigger  and  was  designated  as  a 
new  experimental  village.    The 


doctor  was  respected  as  a  non- 
political  leader  and  a  sage. 

On  another  day  in  Chicago,  a 
new  Chinese  friend  of  mine  re- 
lated to  me  an  impressive  story 
of  his  own.  He  was  an  engineer 
and  was  not  exceptionally  reli- 
gious. Yet,  deep  in  his  story, 
there  was  a  highly  religious 
motif.  Here  is  the  story: 

In  1944,  the  gloomiest  of  war 
years,  every  exit  port  had  been 
blocked  by  the  Japanese.  The 
wartime  Chungking  government 
tried  hard  to  open  a  highway 
through  the  Sinkiang  desert  to 
communicate  with  the  allies  on 
the  northwestern  border,  but  in 
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I  CAME  to  the  United  States 
with  two  purposes:  First,  as 
a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  I  wanted  to  visit 
our  home  churches  and  to  meet 


the  home  church  folks  as  a  kind 
of  family  union.  Second,  as  one 
of  Chinese  Christians,  I  came  to 
try  to  express  our  eagerness  for 
closer    and   stronger   fellowship 


Clara  Li  K'an 
(right)  with  her 
parents  and 
brother,  Philip, 
in  1925.  Her  fa- 
ther was  princi- 
pal of  the  boys' 
school  at  Ping 
Ting  and  her 
mother  taught  in 
the  girls'  school 


Mrs.  Clara  K'an 

Chicago,  Illinois 


with  Christians  in  America. 

After  one  and  one-half  year's 
stay  and  visit  in  America,  and  at 
this  time  of  departure,  I  have  so 
many  thoughts  in  my  heart  I 
want  to  say,  so  much  joy  and 
gratefulness  which  I  want  to  ex- 
press that  I  feel  my  language  is 
inadequate.  First,  allow  me  to 
express  my  deep  appreciation  to 
the  many  home  churches  and 
nice  homes  I  have  visited  and  to 
the  many  good  sisters  and  broth- 
ers I  have  met  for  all  the  great 
hospitality  and  kindness  in  tak- 
ing care  of  and  entertaining  us. 
I  do  feel  at  home  in  our  churches 
and  with  our  church  folks.  Al- 
though we  meet  for  the  first 
time,  we  feel  as  if  we  were 
among  family  members.  I  feel 
true  sincerity  and  brotherly  love 
among  them.   I  am  truly  happy 


vain.  Finally,  this  engineering 
friend  was  called  to  undertake 
this  task.  After  hesitation  and 
serious  study  of  conditions,  he 
bravely  accepted  the  call.  Diffi- 
culties were  many  but  the  lack 
of  drinking  water  and  the  hos- 
tility of  the  local  tribes  were 
amongst  the  most  severe.  Hun- 
dreds of  camels  were  used  to 
carry  the  water  and  friendly  re- 
lations were  worked  out  with  the 
leaders  of  the  local  tribes.  Day 
and  night  the  tedious  work  went 
on;  the  work  became  harder  as 
they  approached  the  interior. 

One  day  the  camels  came  late 
and  there  was  an  acute  shortage 
of  drinking  water.  The  work  had 
to  be  stopped.  Hour  after  hour, 
the  condition  became  more  seri- 
ous. After  the  long  day  of  severe 
suffering  from  thirst,  every  mo- 
ment seemed  to  be  exceptionally 
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long.  As  the  leader,  the  engineer 
found  this  a  most  difficult  situa- 
tion, for  it  was  hard  to  handle 
such  a  large  group  of  workers. 
He  resolved  to  keep  the  promise 
he  had  made  to  himself  that  he 
would  be  the  first  one  to  suffer 
and  the  last  one  to  enjoy.  Finally 
after  weary  hours  of  waiting 
they  heard  the  sound  of  the  bells 
hanging  on  the  camels'  necks. 
They  knew  that  out  of  the  re- 
mote darkness  water  was  being 
brought  to  them.  Every  face 
changed  to  joy.  When  the  leader 
saw  that  every  man  had  had  his 
cup  of  water,  he  felt  relieved. 
He  had  forgotten  his  own  thirst 
and  at  that  particular  moment 
he  had  experienced  a  genuine 
spiritual  elation  and  satisfaction 
which  is  felt  only  by  those  who 
have  succeeded  in  helping  their 
fellow  men. 

China    has    many    problems. 
The  food  problem,  the  language 


difficulty  and  industrialization 
were  amongst  the  most  impor- 
tant. Modernization  is  urgent. 
The  duty  falls  mostly  upon  our 
young  generation.  For  ten  years, 
I  have  discussed  our  duty  with 
many  friends.  How  fast  we  can 
go  depends  upon  a  farsighted 
and  efficient  government  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  people. 

I  have  received  educational 
opportunities  above  most  Chi- 
nese and  realize  that  these  imply 
duty  to  my  people.  The  Chris- 
tian teachings  tell  me  how  to  live 
by  the  Bible  and  find  the  real 
meaning  of  life. 

Life  is  not  long  and  yet  half 
of  my  time  has  been  used  for 
preparation.  It  is  now  for  me  to 
return  my  favor. 

I  know  the  Chinese,  for  I  am 
Chinese.  China  needs  me.  For 
the  good  of  the  people  of  China, 
I  wish  to  shoulder  my  task  and 
perform  my  duty  there. 


to  be  with  our  home  church 
folks.  As  far  as  my  first  purpose 
is  concerned,  it  is  indeed  very 
successful. 

During  this  period  of  visits,  I 
have  had  many  precious  spiritual 
experiences,  which  I  shall  never 
forget.  Among  these  experi- 
ences, there  is  one  which,  I  think, 
is  most  significant.  That  is  the 
great  brotherly  love  emphasized 
by  our  church  folks.  I  realize 
that  only  when  one  has  great 
faith  and  true  love  in  God  can 
one  have  this  great  brotherly 
love.  With  this  great  love,  one 
can  get  rid  of  one's  prejudices 
and  be  a  person  of  unselfishness, 
understanding  and  sympathy. 
This  love  is  the  hope  of  the  world 
and  is  the  hope  of  eternal  peace. 
This  love  is  a  strong  tie  among 
all  the  Christians  of  different 
lands,  uniting  them  in  one  fel- 
lowship. With  this  experience, 
I  have  greater  faith  in  Christian- 
ity and  also  in  this  great  Chris- 
tian fellowship  between  Chris- 
tians in  America  and  those  in 
China.  My  second  purpose  has, 
therefore,  been  changed.  It  is  no 
longer  for  me  to  express  the 
eagerness  of  Chinese  Christians 
for  closer  and  stronger  fellow- 
ship with  American  Christians, 
but  to  learn  how  much  more 
eagerness  the  home  church  folks 
have  for  closer  and  stronger 
fellowship  with  Christians  in 
China.  For  I  have  noticed,  with 
this  great  love  of  brotherhood, 
many  of  our  home  church  folks 
have  emphasized  a  closer  and 
stronger  fellowship  with  Chris- 
tians in  China  now  in  spite  of  the 
political  changes  there. 

This  is  indeed  a  significant  and 
happy  message  for  me  to  take 
back  to  members  of  our  church 
in  China  as  well  as  to  all  Chinese 
Christians.  I  have  learned  that 
the  new  China  has  announced 
freedom  of  religion,  and  so 
Christian  activities  are  still  pos- 
sible in  Peking.  Under  the 
spreading  hatred,  fear  and  preju- 
dices among  different  nations, 
Christians  of  the  world  need  to 
unite  in  one  fellowship  to  help 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 
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Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear    Counselor, 

I  have  been  feeling  very  discour- 
aged of  late  over  my  failure  to  get 
our  girls  to  do  their  work  about  the 
house  happily.  Oh,  they  eventually 
get  it  done,  but  they  put  it  off  as 
long  as  possible,  then  do  it  with 
lagging  steps.  Each  tries  to  get  the 
other  to  do  the  harder  tasks.  This 
isn't  at  all  as  I  would  like  it  to  be 
and  I  feel  there  must  be  some  serious 
lack  in  me  and  my  methods  or  they 
would  be  happy  to  help  me  and 
want  to  please  me.  The  situation 
has  gotten  on  my  nerves  and  I  de- 
cided to  ask  whether  or  not  you 
might  have  some  specific  suggestions 
thai  would  help. 

A  Discouraged  Mother. 

Dear  Mother, 

I  should  like  to  say,  first  of  all, 
that  you  should  not  be  too  dis- 
couraged over  the  fact  that  your 
girls  do  not  sing  about  their  house- 
work, so  to  speak.  They  sound  like 
perfectly  normal  little  girls  to  me. 
It  is  the  extremely  rare  child  who 
joyfully  does  each  task  assigned  her 
in  the  home.  I  do  not  think  I  have 
ever  really  seen  that  kind.  And  this 
does  not  mean  these  children  do  not 
love  their  mothers.  However,  when 
there  is  continued  resistance  to 
carrying  out  assigned  tasks  and 
bickering  over  them  with  its  result- 
ing unhappiness,  it  makes  a  mother 
feel  as  though  she  would  rather  do 
the  work  herself  than  go  through  the 


pains  of  getting  the  children  to  help. 
But  you,  as  well  as  I,  know  this  is 
not  the  solution  to  the  problem.  Let 
us,  however,  not  be  too  hard  on  the 
children.  As  I  heard  a  respected 
professor  say  on  one  occasion,  "We 
adults  are  all  about  as  lazy  as  we 
can  afford  to  be." 
A  few  suggestions: 

1.  Be  happy  about  your  work 
yourself  and  it  may  become  con- 
tagious. 

2.  Praise  the  girls  for  any  im- 
provement in  speed  and  quality  of 
work.  Sometimes  they  respond  to 
a  time  challenge.  Give  them  a  vaca- 
tion from  criticism. 

3.  Plan  some  surprises  for  getting 
through  early  like  going  on  a  picnic 
or  giving  them  a  new  game. 

4.  Write  out  on  paper  a  list  of  the 
things  that  need  to  be  done.  Let 
the  girls  look  over  the  list  and 
check  the  ones  each  would  prefer 
to  do.  Then  let  each  do  her  tasks  in 
the  order  she  prefers,  marking  off 
each  job  as  it  has  been  done.  Our 
children  sometimes  become  immune 
to  our  voice  and  take  instructions 
better  if  they  are  given  them  in 
black  and  white. 

5.  A  family  council  with  a  frank 
talking  over  of  the  need  for  sharing 
in  the  work  of  the  household  because 
of  benefits  received  is  sometimes 
helpful. 

6.  Try  to  get  some  rest  every  day. 
It  is  the  best  nerve  tonic  I  know. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


the  peoples  of  different  nations 
to  understand  and  love  one  an- 
other. Christians  in  China  now 
have  a  great  challenge  in  front  of 
them.  They  need  encouragement 
and  support.  While  many  peo- 
ples are  considering  deserting 
China  now,  our  home  churches 
are  still  standing  by  China;  how 
significantly  much  it  means  to 
the  Christians  in  China  and  how 
great  a  challenge  it  is  to  the  non- 
Christians.  I  am  so  glad  that  our 
church  folks  are  looking  at  the 
China  situation  from  the  con- 
structive Christian  point  of  view 
and  with  love  and  faith.  I  am  so 
glad    that    we    believe    in    this 


world-wide  Christian  fellowship. 
I  feel  it  is  hard  to  leave  many 
good  sisters  and  brothers  among 
our  home  church  folks  now.  But 
I  am  eager  to  go  back  to  China 
to  share  with  folks  of  our  church 
in  China  my  precious  and  happy 
experiences  and  messages  I 
learned  here.  Although  I  shall 
be  on  the  other  side  of  the  earth, 
spiritually  we  are  always  to- 
gether in  one  fellowship  and  I 
shall  always  remember  you  in 
my  prayers.  Please  continue  to 
stand  by  China  and  remember  us 
in  your  prayers.  Farewell. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


U.M.T.  Again 

A  renewed  drive  for  Universal  Military 
Training  has  begun.  Recently  the  commander 
of  the  American  Legion  called  for  such  a  drive. 
Now,  just  as  the  Gospel  Messenger  goes  to 
press,  the  newspapers  report  that  the  Defense 
Department  will  shortly  recommend  U.  M.  T. 
to  Congress. 

With  Congress  and  the  public  disturbed  al- 
most to  the  point  of  hysteria  by  events  in 
Korea,  the  proposal  may  meet  with  more  favor 
than  in  the  past.  The  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission urges  Brethren  to  be  alert  for  any 
opportunity   to   express   their   opposition. 


Cross  Roads  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  its  home-coming 
service  on  Sunday,  Sept.  3. 

Robert  Jones  has  been  licensed  to  the  ministry  in 
the  Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Lewis  Naylor  changes  his  address  from  Holmesville, 
Nebr.,  to  Carleton,  Nebr.  He  will  become  pastor  of  the 
Bethel  church  at  the  latter  place. 

The  Berkey  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  its  home-coming 
service  on  Sunday,  Aug.  27.  Bro.  Galen  Blough  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  day.  The  services  are  at 
10:30  a.m.,  2:30  and  7:30  p.m. 

Credit  for  the  picture  on  the  cover  of  the  Aug  19 
issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  should  go  to  William 
Smith,  a  graduate  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  who 
is  taking  advanced  work  at  New  York  University. 

S.  L.  Cover,  former  pastor  of  the  Franklin  Grove 
church,  111.,  died  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  Aug. 
3.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Canton,  111.,  on  Mon- 
day, Aug.  7.  A  fuller  account  of  his  life  will  appear 
later. 

Rosemary  Holderreed,  who  has  been  teaching  in  the 
Hillcrest  School,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa,  for  the  past  two 
years,  left  Africa  on  Aug.  7  by  plane  for  Geneva, 
Switzerland.  She  will  then  come  from  Geneva  to  the 
United  States. 

Bro.  Joseph  D.  Reish,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the 
Clay  County  church,  Fla.,  died  at  the  home  of  his  half 
sister,  Mrs.  Lora  Mainard  of  Elgin,  111.,  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  5.  A  memorial  fund  has  been  established  to  be 
used  for  the  improvement  of  Camp  Ithiel,  the  new  camp 
of  the  Florida  District. 

Galen  T.  Lehman,  who  served  on  the  Locating  Com- 
mittee for  Annual  Conference,  shares  with  the  Brother- 
hood the  following  excerpts  from  a  letter  written  by 
Frank  Whitman,  manager  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Con- 
vention Bureau:  "I  frankly  never  remember  any  con- 
vention where  the  reactions  have  been  so  favorable  from 
all  people,  private  citizens  and  businessmen  alike,  as 
they  have  been  from  this  convention.  We  in  this 
office  are  just  as  pleased  as  everybody  else  is." 
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Harold  W.  Miller  changes  his  address  from  820  Sher- 
idan St.,  Piqua,  Ohio,  to  R.  3,  Goshen,  Ind.,  after  Aug. 
28. 

Donald  Ford  changes  his  address  from  918  Louise 
Ave.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  to  %  Kline  Hall,  McPherson 
College,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

Wilma  C.  Schrag,  who  will  be  teaching  in  the  Hill- 
crest  School,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa,  sailed  on  June  23  on 
the  SS  African  Grove  from  New  York,  and  arrived  in 
Africa  on  July  23.  She  may  be  addressed  at  Hillcrest 
School,  Jos,  Box  145,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa. 

An  error  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  concern- 
ing the  kingdom  gleaning  item  of  the  July  22  Gospel 
Messenger  in  which  it  states  that  trained  Indian  doctors 
will  serve  the  missionaries  in  India.  The  word  missions 
should  have  been  used  in  place  of  missionaries. 

Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman,  who  are  returning  to 
the  mission  station  in  Africa,  left  from  New  York  on 
board  the  SS  Bronxville,  on  June  30.  They  arrived  in 
Lagos  on  July  31.  They  can  now  be  addressed  at  Gar- 
kida,  via  Jos  and  Damaturu,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  Elgin  church, 
111.,  on  Sunday,  July  30,  for  Nelly  Shamberger,  wife 
of  Chauncey  Shamberger,  who  was  connected  with  the 
youth  program  of  the  church  in  the  beginning  of  camp 
work.   Mrs.  Shamberger  died  after  an  illness  of  a  year. 

Rock  Run  church  will  celebrate  the  one-hundredth 
anniversary  of  its  founding  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
Sept.  2  and  3.  A  pageant,  entitled  Finding  the  Way, 
will  be  given  in  the  Millersburg  gymnasium  at  7:45  p.m. 
on  Saturday.  On  Sunday  there  will  be  an  all-day  meet- 
ing at  the  church  with  a  picnic  dinner  at  noon.  Former 
members  are  invited  to  the  services. 

The  annual  meeting  of  conscientious  objectors  of  all 
wars  and  all  denominations  was  held  at  the  Copper 
Hill  church,  located  on  State  Route  221,  fifteen  miles 
from  Roanoke,  Va.,  on  Sunday,  Aug.  20.  Bro.  Aldine 
Brennaman,  an  elder  in  the  Mennonite  Church  and  a 
conscientious  objector  of  World  War  I,  was  the  principal 
speaker  for  the  occasion. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Custer,  president  of  Middle  Indiana's 
Council  of  women's  work,  writes  that  both  the  men's 
and  women's  councils  are  challenging  each  church  to 
bring  an  extra  sacrificial  offering  for  work  within  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  to  the  Aug.  16  district  conference. 
Moved  by  a  deep  conviction  that  the  church  ought  not 
to  incur  further  crippling  deficits,  seemingly  both 
councils  acted  under  leading  of  the  Spirit  to  bring  this 
appeal  to  their  local  groups. 

Brotherhood  Fund  receipts  totalled  $303,959  on  Aug. 
7,  leaving  the  church  $368,041  short  of  the  seven-month 
goal.  If  the  fervent,  optimistic  spirit  of  Annual  Con- 
ference was  carried  home  to  other  thousands  of  Breth- 
ren, September's  Achievement  is  bound  to  be 
triumphant. 

World  conditions  challenge  a  free  church  to  face 
these  days  with  workers  and  treasure  equal  to  the  task. 
Economically  blessed  as  so  many  are  in  this  fair  land, 
185,088  members  are  more  than  able  to  meet  the 
Achievement  issue  victoriously.  Will  we,  individually, 
do  our  full  share?  Or  will  we  be  guilty  of  fault  by 
default? 


Theme    for    1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


Brother  and  Sister  W.  T.  Heckman  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
HI.,  are  celebrating  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary 
on  Sept.  3,  with  open  house  from  2:30  to  5:30  p.m.  in 
their  home.  They  had  lived  all  of  their  married  life  in 
the  Oakley  congregation,  having  only  recently  moved 
to  Cerro  Gordo. 

A  letter  from  W.  W.  Peters,  newly  arrived  in  Austria 
to  serve  as  director  of  Brethren  Service  work  there, 
says:  "From  a  brief  survey  of  conditions  in  Austria 
I  am  thoroughly  convinced  already  of  the  continuing 
need  for  help  in  Europe  through  BSC."  Dr.  Peters, 
whose  address  is  Brethren  Service  Commission  APO 
777,  %  Postmaster,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  succeeds  Ira  Gibbel, 
who  will  be  coming  home  soon. 

Manchester  College 

Freshmen  orientation  week  will  begin  with  its  first 
meeting  of  all  freshmen  at  3:00  p.m.,  Friday,  Sept.  1. 
President  Schwalm  will  give  the  official  welcome.  At 
4:00  p.m.  there  will  be  conducted  tours  of  the  campus. 
The  deans  will  hold  separate  meetings  for  men  and 
women  at  9:30  p.m.  Tests  will  be  given  on  Saturday 
and  Tuesday.  Enrollment  will  be  on  Monday  and 
classes  will  begin  on  Tuesday. 

New  faculty  and  staff  members  for  1950-51  are:  R. 
Emerson  Nis wander,  associate  professor  of  biology;  John 
W.  Henderson,  director  of  men's  housing;  Mrs.  Mathlea 
Wilhoyte,  assistant  matron  of  Oakwood  Hall;  and  Paul 
S.  Bowman,  director  of  admissions. 

Glen  Longenecker,  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Leesburg,  Ind.,  for  the  past  nine  years,  has  been  named 
alumni  president  to  succeed  Roy  Blough. 

Earl  Garver  is  directing  a  peace  seminar  in  Vienna, 
Austria,  this  summer.  Upon  his  return  to  Manchester 
in  September  he  will  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the 
deanship. 

President  V.  F.  Schwalm  and  his  wife  are  on  a  much- 
deserved  vacation  in  Michigan. 

Home-coming  at  Manchester  will  be  Oct.  28.  Along 
with  home-coming  and  other  events  of  the  fall  season 
will  be  a  nine-game  football  schedule. 

We  have  had  300  enrolled  in  our  first  summer  term 
and  have  246  in  our  second  summer  term. 

The  remodeling  and  addition  to  the  men's  old  dormi- 
tory is  progressing  so  that  we  expect  to  have  full  use 
of  it  by  the  opening  of  the  school  year.  Other  improve- 
ments and  repairs  are  being  made  in  the  various 
buildings  on  the  campus. 

Regional  Conference  will  be  held  on  the  campus  from 
Oct.  16-19. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Earl  Brubaker  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  the  Bachmanville 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  17— Oct.  1. 

Bro.  David  Emerson  of  Fairchance,  Pa.,  in  the  Cross  Roads 
church,  Pa.,  Aug.  28— Sept.  2;  in  the  Summit  Mills  church,  Pa., 
Sept.  3-10. 

Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  in  the  Holsinger 
church,  Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  Sept.  17 — Oct.  1. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leaihennan  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Yakima  church,  Wash.,  Sept.  4-10. 

Bro.  Howard  Whilacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  in  the  Ridge  church. 
Pa.,  Sept.  5-17. 

Bro.  Rufus  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  in  the  Hanoverdale 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  10-24. 

Bro.  Howard  Bernhard  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  in  the  Wiley  Ford 
church,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  24— Oct.  8. 

Bro.  J.  Emmert  Dellra  of  Westernport,  Md.,  in  the  Sunnyside 
church,  New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  11-24. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Elkins  church,  W.  Va. 

Fifteen  added  to  the  Reedley  church,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Cloverdale  church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Center  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Wilmington  church,  Del. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Smithfield  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Hermon  church,  Va. 

Two  added  to  the  Allison  Prairie  church,  111. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Grossnickles  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Battle  Creek  church,  Mich. 

One  baptized  in  the  Washington  City  church,  D.  C. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Richland  Valley  church.  Wash. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Rossville  church,  Ind. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Flower  Hill  church,  Md. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized   in   the  West   Irricana   church,   Alberta,   Canada. 

Eleven  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Reading  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Bethel  church, 
Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Newton  church, 
Kansas. 

Eleven  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Myerstown 
church,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Pipe  Creek 
church,  Md. 

Four  added  and  four  rededicated  in  the  Upper  Fall  Creek 
church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  West  Goshen 
church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Bremen 
church,  Ind. 

Nine  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Ivester 
church,  Iowa. 

Seven  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Second 
church,  York,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Long 
Beach  church,  Calif. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  West- 
ernport church,  Md. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  First 
church,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  August  27 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus. — Luke  1: 
46-55:  2:7-19,  40-52;  Mark  3:31-35;  John  2:  1-12;  19:25-27;  Acts  1:  13- 
14.  Memory  Selection:  My  soul  magnifies  the  L.rd,  and  my 
spirit  rejoices  in  God  my  Savior.    Luke  1:46-47  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  August,  Recreation  Around  the  Clock. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Oct.  16-19. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern, — (Undecided)   Oct.  19-22. 

California,    Southern,    and   Arizona. — Glendale,    Ariz.,    Oct.    12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,   Fla.,  Oct.   13-15. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin. — Lanark,  111.,  Sept.  2-4. 
Illinois,  Southern. — Liberty,  Aug.  25-28. 
Iowa,  Middle.— Dallas  Center,  Sept.  2-4. 
Iowa.  Northern,  Minesota  and  South  Dakota. — (Undecided),  Aug. 

25-28. 
Iowa,  Southern. — Ottumwa,  Sept.  16-18. 
Kansas,  Northeastern. — Navarre,  Sept.  22-24. 
Kansas,  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  20-23. 
Kansas,  Southeastern. — (Undecided),   Oct.  20-23. 
Kansas,  Southwestern. — Wichita,  First,  Oct.  6-8. 
Maryland,  Eastern. — Thurmont,  Sept.  22,  23. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western.— »ak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Michigan. — Camp  Manikiwa,  Brethren,  Aug.  29 — Sept.   1. 
Missouri,  Middle. — Spring  Branch,  Oct.  7-9. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,   Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska.— South  Beatrice,  Oct.  13-15. 
Ohio,  Northeastern. — Olivet,  Aug.  29-31. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Garden,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.  17-19. 
Pennsylvania.  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — (Undecided),  Oct.  25,  26. 
West  Virginia,  First.— Old  Furnace,  Sept.  8,  9. 
LOVE  FEASTS 
Pennsylvania 
Sept.  10,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 
Sept.  10,  Summit  Mills. 

Indiana 
Oct.  1.  Pleasant  Hill. 
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Brethren   Service  in   Europe 


THE  big  job  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission  in  Europe 
is  still  ahead.  Our  job  is  to 
further  understanding  among  peo- 
ple, to  work  for  peace  and  to  help 
relieve  suffering  wherever  it  is 
found.  In  reality  though,  there  is 
little  purpose  in  distributing  neces- 
sities to  keep  a  man  alive,  unless 
there  is  a  purpose  for  that  life  after 
it  is  saved.  We  must  continue  to 
aid  the  distressed. 

While  the  needs  of  the  population 
as  a  whole  have  decreased,  there  is 
still  great  need  among  the  more 
than  12,000,000  refugees  who  have 
no  purpose  in  life  and  no  promise 
of  a  future.  I  rather  hesitate  to 
quote  statistics  because  they  are  so 
meaningless.  It  is  hard,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  visualize  a  crowd  of 
over  12,000,000.  Standing  single  file 
they  would  extend  from  Linz  in 
Austria  nearly  to  Elgin,  but  this  is 
hard  to  grasp.  Also,  a  more  impor- 
tant reason  for  hesitating  to  use 
figures  is  because  we  tend  to  forget 
that  each  one  of  those  numbers 
represents  a  fellow  human  being 
with  basically  the  same  desires  and 
problems  that  affect  us.  They  want 
love,  companionship,  homes  and  a 
chance  to  work  for  their  daily  bread. 
Their  first  request  is  not  for  food 
and  clothing.  They  want  most  of  all 
a  chance  to  live  as  free  men,  a 
chance  to  be  a  respected,  contribut- 
ing member  of  society.  They  have 
not  always  been  forced  to  accept 
the  gifts  of  others  in  order  to  live. 
Many  came  from  the  upper  middle 
class.  Many  were  rather  wealthy 
farmers. 

Two  of  the  friends  we  left  in 
Camp  Haid,  a  refugee  camp  of 
nearly  five  thousand  close  by  Linz, 
were  forced  to  flee  from  Yugoslavia. 
They  met  and  were  married  in 
Austria.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
a  well-to-do  farmer  and  fled  because 
of  their  German  origin  before  the 
rising  red  star  of  Tito.    One  sister 


Russell  Eisenbise 

Former  B.S.C.  worker  in  Austria 


was  later  killed  in  trying  to  escape 
from  prison  camp.  The  husband 
came  from  a  rather  large  family,  the 
child  of  a  prosperous  miller,  and 
was  accustomed  to  many  of  the  con- 
veniences of  life.  His  older  brothers 
all  lost  their  lives  in  the  period  of 
tumult  before,  during  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  war.  He  and  his  sis- 
ters were  able  to  escape  to  Austria. 
He  brought  with  him  his  Leica  cam- 
era, which  he  later  traded  for  a 
pound  of  lard;  also  his  Stradivarius 
violin,  which  he  plays  very  well. 
He  has   worked  almost   continually 


for  the  American  occupation  in  the 
same  office  and  has  excellent  let- 
ters of  recommendation.  They  live 
together  with  their  little  two-year- 
old  son  in  one  small  room.  He  has 
built  all  the  furniture  of  that  room, 
and  it  would  do  credit  to  many 
master  craftesmen.  His  salary  is  not 
high  and  most  of  it  has  had  to  go 
for  food.  Their  clothing  is  old  and 
worn  but  neat  and  clean.  Little 
Freddie's  toys  consist  of  blocks  his 
father  made  him  and  a  Teddy  bear 
with  one  leg  missing.  Freddie  says 
his   bear   lost  his  leg   in   the  war. 
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W.  Harold  Row  Greets  a  Former  Refugee 

This  picture  shows  W.  Harold  Row,  secretary  of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
greeting  Gabriel  Burian,  former  B.S.C.  worker  in  Linz,  Austria.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell 
Eisenbise  and  daughter,  Cynthia,  are  also  shown  in  the  picture.  Miss  Burian  came 
with  the  Eisenbise  family  when  they  returned  to  the  States.  When  she  was  eleven 
years  old,  her  family  had  to  flee  from  their  home  in  Czernowitz,  Rumania,  at  twenty-four 
hours'  notice.  They  lived  in  a  refugee  camp  in  Upper  Poland  for  two  years  before 
going  to  Linz,  Austria,  where  they  lived  with  Gabriel's  aunt.  Eight  people  lived 
together  in  this  small  apartment  which  was  owned  by  the  factory  for  which  the  aunt 
worked.  Miss  Burian  worked  for  the  military  government  two  years,  then  for  B.S.C. 
two  years.  She  is  helping  in  the  Wenatchee  church  office  and  is  living  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leavell.  She  expressed  her  happiness  for  the  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  Brethren  and  for  the  privilege  of  coming  to  America. 


Even  though  they  do  not  have  ade- 
quate clothing,  even  though  at  times 
they  must  go  to  bed  hungry,  they 
are  not  asking  alms,  but  they  are 
begging  for  a  chance  to  start  over 
again.  They  feel  their  future  lies 
in  America.  Remember  these  12,- 
000,000  are  people,  and  many  are 
personal  friends  of  those  of  us  who 
have  been  privileged  to  work  with 
them.  Would  you  let  a  friend  go  in 
need? 

You  have  friends  behind  the  iron 
curtain  that  we  have  had  to  leave 
for  a  while,  and  I  beg  you  to  re- 
member them.  There  is  Anna  Staf- 
eski  who  knocked  on  our  door  early 
one  morning  at  Ostroda  in  Poland. 
She  had  obviously  been  crying  and 
had  slept  little  during  the  night.  I 
invited  her  in.  She  was  young 
chronologically,  but  old  in  experi- 
ence. Her  first  child,  a  boy,  had  been 
committed  to  a  hospital  soon  after 
his  birth  two  years  before  with  a  de- 
ficient bone  condition.  The  young 
mother  had  just  been  told  her  son 
would  soon  die  and  she  had  been 
requested  to  take  him  home  since 
the  hospital  space  he  occupied  was 
needed.  She  was  pleading,  "Please, 
can  you  help  me  find  some  vitamins 
that  my  little  boy  might  live?" 
There  were  none  available  within 
the  price  range  of  the  average  citi- 
zen. In  the  storeroom  we  had  sev- 
eral boxes  of  multiple  vitamin  tab- 
lets. I  gave  her  a  bottle  together 
with  some  powered  milk,  cereal  and 
a  few  cans  of  fruit  juice.  She  left 
thanking  us  for  what  she  had  got- 
ten. A  few  weeks  later  she  returned 
bringing  a  hen  in  appreciation  and 
again  thanking  us,  saying  her  little 
boy  was  much  improved.  We  gave 
her  a  bigger  supply  of  vitamins  and 
more  health-building  food.  She 
came  once  more  before  we  left  with 
the  news  that  her  son  was  walking. 
This  child  and  this  mother  could 
have  been  spared  two  years  of  suf- 
fering for  the  price  of  a  bottle  of 
vitamins.  ■ 

At  present  there  is  little  we  can 
do  but  pray  for  them.  That  iron 
curtain  is  very  real;  as  we  crossed 
the  last  border  into  U.S.  controlled 
territory  we  could  feel  the  presence 
of  that  barrier  dividing  mankind. 
It  is  because  of  the  suffering  we  saw 
there,  both  physical  and  spiritual, 
that  I  say  our  biggest  job  is  still 
ahead.  We  dare  not  take  it  for 
granted  that  Europe  has  a  future.  If 
we  leave  now  without  sowing  a 
greater  acreage  with  seeds  of  peace, 
we  have  no  assurance  that  "the 
gates  of  hell  will  not  prevail." 
There  are  ruthless  forces  at  work 
in  Europe  that  must  be  combatted 
if  we  are  to  have  a  peaceful  world, 


but  these  forces  cannot  be  contained 
in  a  ring  of  steel.  It  is  not  entirely 
a  question  as  to  whether  Europe  will 
live  but  for  what  purpose  she  will 
live.  At  present  there  are  no  direc- 
tional arrows  pointing  toward  that 
purpose.  Through  ECA,  the  North 
Atlantic  Pact  and  other  similar  or- 
ganizations we  are  building  a  Euro- 
pean skeleton,  a  Europe  without  a 
soul,  an  economic,  political  and  mili- 
tary structure  without  substance 
rooted  in  the  abiding  values  of  time. 
We  must  provide  a  purpose  for  the 
lives  we  maintain. 

The  Brethren  have  a  message  for 
Europe  that  can  come  from  no  other 
source.  Secular  organizations  real- 
ize that  to  give  bread  to  the  masses 
is  not  enough;  the  Christian  realizes 
it  is  not  enough  to  give  moral  ad- 
vice or  correct  theology.  To  develop 
world  peace  an  inner  contentment 
is  necessary.  Evangelism  must  not 
be  merely  an  attempt  to  acquaint 
the  outsider  with  the  peculiar  forms 
of  language  and  ritual  but  an  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  the  life  of  the 
modern  pagan  with  the  changeless 
gospel  of  the  life  of  Christ  as  re- 
corded in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount: 
"Do  unto  others.  .  .  ."  "Turn  the 
other  cheek.  .  .  ."  "Love  your 
neighbor.  .  .  ."  "Go  the  second  mile. 
.  .  ."  "Love  your  enemies."  We,  as 
Brethren,  have  many  friends  that 
a  few  short  years  ago  were  called 
enemies.  Most  of  all  the  Brethren 
message  is  needed  where  immobile 
congregations  are  imprisoned  in  an 
antiquated  mentality  and  are  in 
need  of  a  transfusion  to  make  them 
into  an  infectious  fellowship  of 
Christian  lives. 

A  hungry  man  is  not  a  peaceful 
man.  As  long  as  there  are  those 
that  are  hungry  and  cold  we  cannot 
-  expect  peace.  We  must  continue 
to  send  food,  clothing,  heifers  and 
other  supplies  that  will  make  for 
healthier  and  happier  individuals. 
Neither  can  we  have  enduring  peace 
as  long  as  men  are  not  free  to  think 
and  to  talk  and  to  worship  God  as 
they  see  fit.  If  we  are  to  have  peace, 
and  I  think  we  can,  every  Christian 
in  America  must  increase  his  effort. 
He  must  dedicate  himself  anew  to 
the  kingdom  and  the  job  ahead.  He 
must  give  more  time  to  become  in- 
formed about  his  church  program 
and  the  program  of  his  government. 
More  Christians  are  needed  who  will 
give  time  to  service  in  public  office. 
Those  in  public  office  determine  our 
national  policy.  A  greater  amount 
of  Christian  thinking  is  needed  if 
our  policy  is  to  help  bring  peace. 
The  time  to  act  is  now.  We  must 
pray  for  more  time  to  work  for  God 
and  for  peace. 


THANKS 
From   Okinawa 

FROM  David  E.  Norcross  of  the 
Heifer  Project  Committee's 
Southern  California  -  Arizona 
Branch,  which  also  distributes  goats 
for  relief,  come  this  picture  and  let- 
ter telling  their  own  story. 

The  heifer  project  is  interdenom- 
inational but  has  always  been  close- 
ly related  to  Brethren  Service. 


June  12,   1950 

To  all  Members  of  Heifers  for 
Relief: 

I  would  like  very  much  to  ex- 
press my  sincere  respect  to  all  the 
members  of  heifers  for  relief  who 
are  extending  great  love  to  all, 
over  the  world.  The  work  you  do 
— to  save  the  poor — is  to  help  the 
Lord  in  his  creation  work;  and  it 
is  so  noble  that  I  was  deeply  moved. 

Please  look  at  the  enclosed  pic- 
ture of  my  daughter.  She  is  well 
nourished  and  shows  very  fine 
growth.  I  wrote  this  letter  out  of 
my  gratitude  for  your  kindness, 
after  we  have  had  her  first  birthday 
recently. 

Closing  this  letter,  again  I  would 
like  to  express  my  hearty  thanks  to 
you  together  with  those  who  are 
blessed  with  your  sympathy.  May 
God   bless   you. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Mitsuko  Tokumura 

Shuri-shi,    Torihori-ku 
7-han  No.  14 
Okinawa 


AUGUST  26,   1950 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


THERE  are  three  classes  of 
pastors:  those  who  are  totally 
indifferent  towards  newspaper 
publicity,  those  who  are  not  indif- 
ferent but  who  do  not  take  the  pains 
to  learn  what  sort  of  news  the  news- 
papers can  print,  and  those  who  do 
appreciate  the  value  of  good  news- 
paper publicity  and  who  co-operate 
with    the    local    church    editor    or 


church.  In  the  city  there  are  great 
numbers  of  people  who  have  no 
place  to  go  for  recreation  or  fun. 
The  ever-increasing  demands  being 
made  upon  city  recreation  boards, 
the  mounting  interest  in  clubs  which 
introduce  people  to  one  another  for 
a  fee,  and  the  multiplying  number 
of  persons  who  would  like  to  get  out 
of  their  tiny  apartments   and  meet 


DOES  THE  CHURCH 

FAIL  AT  PUBLICITY? 


Ruth  E.  RUey* 


editors.    Of  the  last  class  I  can  only 
say,  may  their  tribe  increase! 

In  a  country  where  70,000,000 
people  are  not  affiliated  with  any 
church,  and  where  large  numbers 
of  children  are  receiving  no  religious 
training,  it  would  seem  that  the 
church  needs  to  do  everything  in  its 
power  to  build  good  public  relations 
and  obtain  good  publicity  for  itself. 

Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  ways 
in  which  pastors  and  churches  are 
passing  up  their  opportunities.  Take 
the  churches'  work  with  young  peo- 
ple. As  church  editor  of  a  large 
metropolitan  newspaper,  I  receive 
through  the  mail  a  large  quantity  of 
church  news  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  it  is  about  young  people's 
activities.  Yet  most  of  the  items 
are  cut-and-dried  and  colorless,  and 
have  no  interest  for  anyone  beyond 
the  members  of  the  group  involved. 
When  some  worth-while  project  has 
been  accomplished,  I  often  as  not 
learn  about  it  long  after  the  event, 
when  news  of  the  project  has  lost 
its   timeliness. 

I  believe  that  the  church  is  missing 
a  great  chance  to  attract  more  people 
to  itself  in  not  offering  more  of 
recreation  for  the  community.  This 
is     true     particularly     of    the     city 


•Church  Editor,  The  Kansas  City  Kansan. 
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and  mix  with  people  for  a  little  in- 
nocent fun  demonstrate  vividly  the 
need  for  the  upbuilding  of  good  clean 
social  recreation  under  wholesome 
auspices. 

Not  long  ago  a  woman  of  fifty 
asked  me  if  I  knew  of  any  church 
which  had  a  recreation  program  for 
people  in  her  age  group.  I  had  to  say 
no.  "Well,"  she  answered,  "I'd  like 
to  have  a  little  fun  and  meet  people. 
Why  can't  the  church  offer  me  as 
much  as  the  dance  halls?" 

There  are  120  churches  listed  in 
my  files.  These  are  all  located  in  the 
territory  served  by  my  paper.  If 
there  is  a  single  church  among  all 
these  which  has  a  recreation  night 
for  people  like  the  woman  of  whom 
I  have  just  spoken,  I  do  not  know 
of  it.  It  is  entirely  possible  that 
there  is  a  church  which  has  such  a 
program  but  the  church  hasn't 
bothered  to  tell  me  about  it.  And 
if  a  church  doesn't  take  the  trouble 
to  tell  about  what  it  is  doing  it  will 
be  ignored  and  its  good  work  go  for 
nothing. 

Papers  Eager  to  Print 
Church  Stories 

Which  leads  me  to  another  point. 
The  complaint  of  many  pastors,  "Oh, 
the  papers  would  rather  publish 
crime  or  sensational  stories  than 
good  stories"  is  simply  not  justified. 
The  papers  are  eager  to  print  stories 


of  the  churches.  The  trouble  is  they 
don't  get  the  good  stories  from  the 
churches.  Let  me  give  two  examples 
from  my  own  experience. 

During  the  Christmas  season  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  a  Sunday-school 
class  of  one  of  the  churches  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas,  made  cuddle 
dolls  for  a  home  for  displaced  chil- 
dren in  Europe.  The  project  was 
a  rather  elaborate  one,  in  which  the 
young  women  of  the  class  spent  al- 
most a  year  making  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  dolls  so  that  each  child  at  the 
home  would  receive  one.  The  project 
arose  from  a  note  of  thanks  for  a 
box  of  candy,  sent  by  the  class  to  a 
small  child  in  the  home.  It  was  the 
first  candy,  incidentally,  which  any 
of  the  children  had  tasted. 

Now  here  was  an  excellent  story, 
one  which  any  newspaper  would  be 
glad  to  give  space  to.  Yet,  as  far  as 
the  church  was  concerned,  the  only 
intimation  given  to  me  about  the 
project  was  a  small  item  to  the 
effect,  "The  class  will  meet  Thurs- 
day to  pack  the  dolls  for  shipment 

to  Z ."  I  suspected  that  there 

was  a  good  story  back  of  this,  and 
I  ran  down  the  details  myself.  Ac- 
tually, my  paper  used  a  picture,  and 
gave  the  story  good  space.  Also  a 
local  radio  station  did  a  broadcast 
on  the  project  as  a  result  of  our 
story.  The  net  effect  was  to  give 
the  right  kind  of  publicity  to  the 
church  and  to  the  group  of  young 
women  who  were  engaged  in  doing 
a  kindly  service. 

Another  case  was  that  of  the  gift 
by  a  men's  Bible  class  of  100  pounds 
of  rice  to  an  orphanage  in  Denmark, 
where  rice  is  a  traditional  Christmas 
dish.  The  rice  was  sent  to  the  boy- 
hood home  town  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class.  I  got  the  tip  on 
this  story  in  a  tiny  obscure  item  in  a 
church  bulletin. 

Not  only  do  many  churches  fail 
to  recognize  news  and  report  to  me  a 
good  story  when  they  have  one,  but 
there  are  also  times  when  I  have 
actually  been  shut  off  from  stories 
through  the  action  of  the  churches 
themselves.  I  call  to  mind  an  oc- 
casion during  wartime  when  I  was 
kept  from  a  meeting  of  the  local 
ministerial  alliance  in  which  a  dis- 
cussion was  being  held  concerning 
the  barring  of  a  little  boy  of 
Japanese  parentage  from  attending 
a  local  school.  The  boy's  parents 
were  at  a  Baptist  seminary  in  this 


city.  Had  the  ministerial  alliance 
given  me  the  story,  in  which  it  was 
proclaimed  by  the  churches  that  in 
a  Christian  country  a  little  child 
ought  not  to  be  barred  from  school 
or  mistreated  on  account  of  his 
ancestry,  I  am  sure  that  the  churches 
would  have  received  added  prestige. 
People  sympathize  with  the  under- 
dog, and  a  news  picture  of  that  lov- 
able child,  with  an  accompanying 
news  story  carrying  impressive 
statements  on  the  case  from  rep- 
resentative church  leaders,  would 
have  been  very  effective  in  earning 
the  local  churches  the  goodwill  of 
great  numbers  of  people.  But  I  did 
not  get  the  story. 

Pastors  of  churches  ought  to 
befriend  the  church  editor.  They 
ought  to  make  it  their  business  to 
let  her  know  of  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  happening  in  their  parishes. 
They  ought  to  keep  her  well  in- 
formed about  plans  for  new  building 
or  renovating,  the  observance  of  an- 
niversaries, dedications,  presenta- 
tions and  the  celebration  of  any 
special  event.  She  will  be  grateful — 
after  all,  she  is  just  another  human 
being — and  she  will  co-operate  with 
the  pastor  to  the  best  of  her  ability. 
And  the  pastor  will  find  that  many 
new  people  will  be  attracted  to  his 
church  when  the  people  learn 
through  the  channels  of  newspaper 
publicity  that  his  is  a  church  where 
the  members  do  things. 

Notes  on  Writing  News  Copy 

1.  Use  regular  copypaper,  or 
typing  paper,  and  use  only  one  side 
of  the  page. 

2.  In  the  upper  left-hand  corner 
of  the  first  page  type  your  name,  the 
name  of  your  organization,  your 
address  and  telephone  number.  The 
editor  may  wish  to  contact  you  for 
additional  information,  and  he  also 
wants  to  know  the  source  of  the 
information. 

3.  Do  not  write  the  headline  for 
your  story,  for  the  copy  readers  do 
that.  Start  your  story  at  least  one 
third  of  the  way  down  the  first  page 
and  leave  at  least  an  inch  margin 
on  each  side. 

4.  A  news  story  is  constructed  on 
the  pattern  of  an  inverted  pyramid — 
the  most  important  facts  are  told 
first  and  the  story  tapers  off  toward 
the  end.  The  news,  generally,  can 
be  told  in  the  "lead,"  which  should 
not  run  more  than  100  words — about 
eight  typewritten  lines.  State  your 
facts,  following  the  safe  rule  of  the 
five  quick-questioning  words:  Who? 
What?  Where?  When?  Why?  De- 
cide which  is  most  important  and 
proceed — if  it  is  a  personage,  then 
who  is  the  lead;  if  an  event  at  some 


LOOKING    AHEAD  ...  to  October 

Stewardship  Emphasis    Month   of   October 

Religious  Education  Week  Sept.  24 — Oct.     1 

Rally   Day    Oct.     1 

World  Communion  Sunday    Oct.     1 

World  Order  Sunday   Oct.  22 

World  Temperance  Sunday    Oct.  29 

Reformation    Sunday    Oct.  29 

Youth  Program  Topic  for  October:    Exploring  the  Bible. 

World  Order  Sunday  is  an  opportunity  to  emphasize  the  need  for  world 
organization  for  peace.  Sermons,  discussion  panels,  or  other  special 
programs  are  appropriate. 

Consider  using  World  Temperance  Sunday  to  promote  a  program  of 
alcohol  education  that  will  come  to  a  climax  in  pledges  for  total 
abstinence  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent. 

An  emphasis  on  Christian  stewardship  is  traditional  during  this  month. 
Order  attractive  leaflets  and  texts  for  instructing  all  ages.  Make  use 
of  outstanding  audio-visual  aids. 

Plan  for  home  visitation  of  all  homes  of  children  in  the  church  school. 

Secure  a  date  for  a  B.  V.  S.  youth  caravan  in  your  church  sometime  during 
the  year. 

The  United  Evangelistic  Advance  continues  through  Dec.  31,  1950.  City- 
wide  preaching  missions  will  be  held  in  these  closing  months.  The 
local  church  should  use  to  the  full  this  community  emphasis  in  evan- 
gelism. 


special  place,  then  the  lead  is  where. 

5.  Strive  for  interest,  clarity  and 
brevity.  The  newspaper  readers  are 
not  just  members  of  your  church; 
but  may  be  interested  in  what  your 
church  is  doing.  Human  interest 
knows  few  boundary  lines.  Don't  try 
to  compose  an  essay;  just  state  your 
facts,  avoiding  adjectives  which 
weaken,  and  platitudes  which  clut- 
ter. People  read  rapidly,  so  con- 
struct your  sentences  simply  and 
directly  to  the  point. 

6.  Strive  for  accuracy.  Verify  all 
names,  initials,  addresses,  dates, 
places,  etc. 

7.  Do  not  express  opinion.  If  you 
must  have  an  opinion  expressed,  let 
it  be  in  the  form  of  a  quote  from 
some  one  in  your  story  worthy  to 
be  quoted  from  a  news  viewpoint. 
Remember,  news  is  not  opinion  ex- 
cept when  opinion  IS  NEWS,  and  in 
that  case  it  must  be  so  stated  in  your 
lead  to  inform  the  readers. 

8.  Strive  to  keep  your  story  on 
one  page,  and  remember,  both 
editors  and  readers  like  them  short. 

Used  with  the  permission  of 
Monday  Morning 

FOR  SUGGESTIONS  on  titles  for  your 
lending  library,  write  to  the  Christian 
Education  Commission  for  the  listed  Sug- 
gestions   for    Your    Local   Church    Library. 


NEW  BOOKS  TO  BORROW 

Some  titles  recently  added  to  the 
Loan  Library: 
Songs  from  the  Land  of  Dawn,  by 

Kagawa.    1949.    (Poetry) 
Music     Section    from    the    World's 

Great    Madonnas,    by    Maus    and 

Fielding.    1947. 
How  to  Tell  Your  Child  About  Sex, 

by  Hymes.   1949. 
On  Missions 
Missions    at    the    Grass    Roots,    by 

Shriver.    1949. 
Japan  Begins  Again,  by  Kerr.    1949. 
For  Primaries  and  Juniors 
Blueberry  Acres,  by  Kelsey.    1949. 
Sandy  and  Mr.  Jalopy,   by  Agnew. 
1949. 

Toshio  and  Tama,  by  Halladay.   1949. 
Tumble  weed  Boy,  by  Hull.    1949. 
Where    the    Carp    Banners    Fly,    by 

McGavran.    1949. 
For  Intermediates 
A   New   Look   at   Japan,    by    Cobb. 

1949. 
For  Young  People 
In    the    Direction    of    Dreams,     by 

Wood.   (Stories  of  Volunteer  Serv- 
ice) 1949. 
The    Seven    Stars,    by    Matsumoto. 

1949. 
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4    Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


The    author    beside    the    station 
wagon  in  which  he  makes  his  calls 


Paul  E.  Miller 

Pastor,   Panther   Creek    Church,    Iowa 


I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


IF  A  different  profession,  with  its 
training  and  financial  success, 
were  offered  to  me  tomorrow 
morning  on  a  silver  platter  and  I 
accepted,  I  must  now  be  in  the 
wrong  profession.  It  seems  to  me 
that  every  person  should  be  "called" 
into  his  job.  If  he  actually  has  this 
call,  he  will  do  his  work  well  and 
very  few  obstacles  can  stop  him. 
This  should  be  especially  true  of 
the  ministry.  I  would  choose  the 
ministry  again  because  I  would  not 
change  my  job  for  any  other  job  in 
the  world. 

Also,  I  would  choose  this  work  be- 
cause the  opportunity  to  serve  the 
church  at  the  present  time  is  chal- 
lenging. This  too  is  an  essential  to 
happiness  in  our  work.  Many  of  us 
ministers  spend  too  much  time 
chafing  at  the  bit  to  change  church- 
es, or  trying  to  figure  why  a  certain 
minister  got  called  to  a  certain 
church. 

Ministers  as  a  group  are  supposed 
to  be  one  of  the  best  insurance 
risks.  I  am  not  sure  whether  this 
is  a  compliment  or  an  insult.  It  is 
a  compliment  if  it  means  we  have 
lived  a  clean  life.  It  is  an  insult  if 
it  means  we  rust  out  before  we  wear 
out. 
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In  the  ministry  there  is  a  chance 
to  give  of  ourselves  for  Christ  and 
others  to  the  fullest  extent  of  our 
ability.  We  can  be  just  as  lazy  or 
just  as  hard  working  as  we  please. 
We  can  burn  midnight  oil  when  the 
situation  calls  for  it  or  we  can 
spend  the  time  resting.  This  freedom 
can  be  very  good,  provided  it  is  used 
in  the  right  way. 

Now  as  to  the  matter  of  "sacri- 
fice," and  I  use  that  word  with 
reservations.  We  think  of  that  word 
when  some  person  deprives  himself 
of  something  he  wants  in  order  to 
produce  a  greater  good.  Many  per- 
sons speak  of  a  minister's  sacrificing. 
Now,  if  a  man  is  in  the  job  he  wants 
to  do  most  of  all  and  feels  that  he 
has  been  called  to  it  and  the  job 
pays  enough  for  his  living,  there  is 
no  sacrifice.  Yes,  it  is  a  privilege  to 
work  like  this,  not  a  sacrifice. 

The  ministry  also  offers  a  min- 
ister a  chance  to  travel.  We  are 
often  sent  by  district  and  local 
churches  to  Annual  Conference.  In 
five  years'  time  we  could  visit  all 
sections  of  the  country.  Think  of 
Conference  in  the  last  few  years: 
Washington,  Florida,  Colorado,  New 
Jersey,  Michigan.  This  gives  us  a 
broader  view  of  life. 

The  church  has  also  given  much 
help  in  securing  an  education.    Col- 


lege and  seminary  are  pleasant 
memories  in  the  life  of  the  minister. 
He  creates  friendships  that  grow 
brighter  with  age.  As  we  visit, 
share,  have  conferences  together, 
these  fellowships  grow  and  we  be- 
come better  persons  for  our  homes 
and  our  churches. 

Many  persons  talk  about  the 
minister's  not  being  home  enough 
with  the  family.  But  during  the 
day  and  early  evening,  the  minister 
is  with  his  family  and  children  much 
more  than  many  other  fathers.  If 
the  minister's  children  go  wrong,  as 
they  sometimes  do  (  and  for  which 
they  get  more  publicity  than  neces- 
sary), it  may  be  because  the  min- 
ister has  failed,  or  it  may  be  be- 
cause of  the  children's  association 
with  other  children.  But  looking 
across  the  years,  the  children  from 
the  parsonages  have  done  quite  well 
in  achievement  or  in  service  to  their 
fellow  men. 

The  ministry  surely  gives  a  wide 
range  in  developing  hobbies  and 
special  interests  that  one  may  have. 
Studies  of  special  interest,  music, 
crafts  or  any  other  interests  can  be 
developed  easily  in  our  spare  time. 
These  things  help  to  give  further 
strength  in  our  main  task  of  min- 
istering. 

The  greatest  reason  I  would  give 


for  choosing  the  ministry  is  the  op- 
portunity to  bring  the  message  of 
Christ  to  all  men.  There  is  no  more 
thrilling  work  in  the  world.  Give 
a  person  a  chance  to  win  someone 
else  to  Christ  and  it  does  something 
to  him  that  nothing  else  can  do. 

The  reason  I  went  into  the  min- 
istry was  that  an  inner  voice,  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  told  me  to  take  up 
this  work.  I  would  have  been  un- 
true to  the  inner  voice  if  I  had  re- 
fused. Thus  if  a  person  can  stay 
out  of  the  ministry,  he  ought  to 
stay  out;  but  if  an  inner  call  tells 
him  he  can  do  nothing  else  to  be 
happy  to  do  his  best  service,  he 
should  get  into  it,  get  the  best 
training  possible,  and  give  his  best 
effort  to  build  Christ's  kingdom  in 
the  hearts  of  men.  Yes,  if  the  op- 
portunity were  given  me  to  choose 
again,  I  would  enter  the  ministry. 

China  Is  Strategic 

Continued  from  page  5 

changed  their  faith  so  quickly. 
The  process  started  by  Christians 
and  Westernization  is  reaching 
a  climax.  Confucianism  and  Tao- 
ism are  dead  and  Buddhism  has 
little  with  which  to  meet  the 
emergencies  of  these  days.  Su- 
perstition based  on  animism  and 
spirit  worship  is  breaking.  The 
Japanese  and  Communists  have 
deliberately  destroyed  many 
temples  and  idols,  attempting  to 
instil  their  materialistic  philoso- 
phies in  their  place.  The  com- 
mon people,  seeing  the  old  and 
long-revered  symbols  go  with- 
out apparent  retaliation  against 
the  oppressors  and  destroyers, 
are  beginning  to  wonder  wherein 
lies  real  truth  and  God.  As  mil- 
lions seek  for  some  new  religion 
or  faith  to  put  at  the  center  of 
their  lives,  the  greatest  opportu- 
nity in  history  for  the  Christian 
gospel  in  China  is  presented  to 
us.  This  opportunity  will  not 
always  be  with  us.  We  must  seize 
this  moment,  and  take  action. 

China  is  strategic.  Her  mil- 
lions are  waiting  to  be  molded  in 
the  direction  her  leaders  choose. 
Her  millions  are  learning  to  read. 
Her  millions  are  seeking  new 
truth,  something  to  cling  to  in 
the  uncertain  days  ahead.  These 
are  days  when  the  Christian  mis- 


sionary stands  at  the  crossroads 
of  history  and  wonders  which 
way  his  chosen  nation  will  go. 
Our  task  is  to  help  choose  the  di- 
rection for  Christ.  Let  us  pray, 
share  and  live  in  fellowship  with 
all  our  fellow  men,  and  in  con- 
secration to  God. 

News  From  West  China 

Bessie  Crim 

Tzechung,  Szechuan,  West  China 

The  doctor  who  went  to  Chengtu 
for  some  extra  training  is  doing 
very  well  and  will  return  next 
month.  His  bride-to-be  is  waiting  for 
his  return.  They  will  be  married 
just  as  soon  as  he  comes  back.  Our 
pharmacist  and  one  of  our  nurses 
were  married  about  ten  days  ago. 

The  eye  clinic  in  the  branch  hos- 
pital is  doing  very  well;  they  are 
averaging  almost  four  hundred  pa- 


tients per  day.  It  is  hard  to  imagine 
that  so  many  people  have  trachoma. 
All  of  this  service  is  done  free  of 
charge.  I  only  wish  there  were 
more  funds  to  help  with  the  general 
clinic  work  and  also  the  hospital 
inpatients.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
ways  that  the  church  has  at  the 
present  time  to  help  those  round 
about  us  to  know  the  love  of  God. 
Here  at  the  hospital  we  are  averag- 
ing about  two  hundred  per  day.  If 
this  can  go  on  it  will  be  well  for  all 
concerned. 

We  are  planning  to  have  bap- 
tismal services  on  June  17  and 
communion  on  the  18th. 

Graduation  services  for  the  stu- 
dent nurses  will  be  held  in  a  week 
or  so.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  keep 
going.  If  once  closed  it  will  be  hard 
to  open.  If  we  take  in  only  four  or 
five  it  will  be  better  than  none  at 
all.  That  is  three  months  off  and 
only  God  knows  what  will  happen 
in  the  next  three  months. 


Thinking  About  the  News      Desmond w.  Bitunger 

Wheels  A'Rolling 


IN  THE  editorial  of  a  regional  pa- 
per the  other  night  I  found  a 
lot  of  old  verbs  and  adjectives. 
These  words  were  on  everyone's 
lips  a  few  years  ago;  high  school 
children  built  orations  around  them; 
grade  school  children  stumbled  over 
their  pronunciation.  They  became 
standard  newspaper  headline  words. 

Common  among  such  words  were 
these:  "barbarian,"  "pagan,"  "sav- 
age," "uncultured,"  "yellow-belly," 
"knife  -  in  -  the  -  back,"  "atrocity," 
"traitor."  I  had  hoped  I  would  not 
hear  them  again  applied  to  members 
of  our  world  neighborhood. 

But  there  they  were  in  the  edi- 
torial. The  editorial  could  in  fact 
have  been  lifted  from  a  newspaper 
written  in  1863,  when  the  words 
would  have  applied  to  either  North- 
erners or  Southerners  depending 
upon  which  side  edited  it;  or  in  1898 
as  applied  to  Spanish  people  or  in 
1914  or  1941  as  applied  to  Germans 
or  Japanese.  In  the  Spanish  or  Ger- 
man or  Japanese  newspapers  the 
words  of  course  would  have  applied 
to  Americans. 

In  this  newspaper  the  other  eve- 
ning the  words  were  applied  to 
North  Koreans,  some  far-off  people 
of  whom  most  Americans  have  only 
vaguely  heard  and  of  whose  geo- 
graphic position  in  the  world  they 
had  little  idea  until  a  week  ago. 


I  read  in  other  parts  of  the  paper 
that  B-29's  and  B-36's  were  being 
taken  out  of  mothballs,  thai  the 
draft  was  being  revitalized,  that  in- 
ductions might  soon  begin,  that  as 
a  starter  taxes  would  be  increased 
by  one  billion  dollars. 

Downtown  I  noticed  that  steel 
products  which  were  listed  at  $28  on 
Friday  were  listed  at  $31  on  Mon- 
day. People  began  to  buy  auto  tires 
to  store  away.  Perhaps  they  will 
hoard  coffee  and  soap  under  their 
beds  once  more. 

When  asked,  the  man  on  the 
street  said  he  didn't  know  why  the 
South  or  the  North  Koreans  were 
fighting  or  why  American  boys  were 
involved.  But  if  we  were  going  to 
kill  Koreans  why  didn't  we  do  it 
quickly  and  on  a  big  scale  and  get 
it  over,  "before  breakfast"  if  pos- 
sible? 

The  wheels  are  a'rolling  again. 
They  are  the  same  wheels  that  have 
rolled  before;  when  set  in  motion  in 
this  way  they  always  roll  backward. 
They  crush  people  and  civilizations. 

What  can  stop  them?  Understand- 
ing, education,  spiritual  maturity, 
love.  These  are  the  things  the 
church  has. 

Let  the  church  dispense  its  gifts 
in  the  Master's  name! 
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Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus 

Luke  1:  46-55;  2:  7-19,  40-52;  Mark  3:  31-35;  John  2:  1-12;  19:  25-27; 

Acts  1: 13-14. 


The   Magnifying   Heart 

Our  first  glimpse  of  Mary,  the 
mother  of  Jesus,  finds  her  at  wor- 
ship. Her  song  of  praise  overflows 
with  joy  but  also  expresses  her 
feeling  of  unworthiness.  Many  ex- 
pectant mothers  are  made  happy  by 
the  thought  of  bringing  a  new  life 
into  the  world.  But  Mary's  heart 
could  magnify  the  Lord.  Such  a 
spirit  of  reverence  and  deep  hu- 
mility made  her  a  fit  mother  for 
one  who  was  to  bring  life  and  light 
to  mankind. 
The  Understanding  Heart 

It  looked  as  if  the  twelve-year-old 
had  already  started  to  grow  away 
from  Joseph  and  Mary.  He  stayed 
behind  in  the  city  to  talk  to  the 
elders  in  the  temple.  His  explana- 
tion— that  he  was  about  his  heaven- 
ly Father's  business — was  hard  to 
understand.    Yet   he   went  back  to 


General  Religious  News 


Nazareth  like  the  dutiful  son  they 
had  known.  And  Mary,  not  compre- 
hending all  the  reasons  why,  cher- 
ished even  the  mystifying  things  in 
her  heart.  But  love  like  hers  gives 
a  basis  of  understanding.  That  is 
why  you  see  her  at  last  standing  by 
the  cross.  Others  had  also  heard 
Jesus;  yet  in  the  hour  of  trial  they 
fled  away.  Mary  was  there. 
The  Praying  Heart 

You  can  learn  much  from  one 
little  verse  in  Acts  1.  We  find  Mary 
in  the  prayer  meeting  that  brought 
on  the  glorious  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  at  Pentecost.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate that  so  many  people  worship 
Mary  instead  of  following  her  ex- 
ample. She  was  not  perfect  and  she 
had  her  moments  of  weakness.  But 
she  praised  God,  she  loved  Jesus, 
and  she  prayed  for  the  Spirit  that 
empowered  his  church. 


Graham  Asks  World's  Leaders 
Turn  to  God 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  told  the 
Youth  for  Christ  International  con- 
ference that  the  best  way  to  com- 
bat communism  in  America  and 
abroad  is  to  return  to  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  He  stressed  the  need  of 
repentance  on  a  national  group  level 
for  all  nations  and  urged  the  world's 
leaders  to  "turn  to  God"  as  a  guide 
in  determining  their  policies  and  ac- 
tions. 

The  youthful  evangelist  addressed 
2,000  delegates  from  18  states  on 
Music  Pier.  Another  1,000  delegates 
stood  outside  pn  the  boardwalk  to 
hear  his  talk. 

Urges  Settlement  of  Korean 
Situation 

An  effort  should  be  made  to 
settle  the  Korean  situation  around 
the  conference  table  rather  than  let 
the  battle  drag  on,  Minnesota 
Methodist  pastors  were  told  at  their 
annual  summer  school  at  Hamline 
University,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Dr.  Carl  Soule,  Chicago,  staff 
member  of  the  commission  on  world 
peace  of  the  Methodist  Church,  said 
a  compromise  might  be  to  put  all  of 
Korea    under    the    United    Nations. 
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Such  a  compromise  also  might  entail 
giving  recognition  to  the  Communist 
government  of  China  and  permitting 
its  representatives  to  be  seated  in 
the  United  Nations  in  place  of  the 
present  Nationalist  delegates,  he 
said. 

He  recalled  that  the  Methodist 
peace  commission  had  urged  "de 
facto"  recognition  of  the  Chinese 
Communist  regime  last  November 
and  probably  would  be  willing  to 
endorse  the  same  action  now  despite 
"loss  of  face"  which  it  might  mean 
for  this  nation. 


American  Methodists  Double 
Their  Giving 

American  Methodists  have  nearly 
doubled  their  giving  to  missionary 
and  benevolent  causes  since  1945,  it 
was  announced  at  the  mid-quadren- 
nial meeting  of  officers  of  the 
Methodist  committee  of  advance  for 
Christ  and  his  church. 

Bishop  William  C.  Martin  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  chairman  and  general 
director  of  the  advance,  said  that 
"the  advance  for  Christ  and  his 
church  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  con- 
viction that  when  Methodists  are 
faced  with  the  missionary  call  in 
terms  of  living  people  they  will 
respond  with  life  and  material  gifts." 

Bishop  Costen  J.  Harrell  of  Char- 


lotte, N.  C,  vice-chairman  in  charge 
of  the  financial  phase  of  the  advance 
program,  reported  that  "our  largest 
income  has  been  recorded  in  the 
year  just  ended."  "As  a-  result,"  he 
said,  "we  have  sent  out  a  record 
number  of  new  missionaries  to  as- 
signments overseas  and  have 
launched  extensive  building  pro- 
grams both  at  home  and  abroad.'-' 

Official  figures  released  by  the 
foreign  missionary  agencies  of  the 
Methodist  Church  show  that  the 
division  of  foreign  missions  has  853 
active  missionaries,  an  increase  of 
121  since  June  1,  1948.  The  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  supports 
an  additional  591  active  Methodist 
foreign  missionaries,  an  increase  of 
72  over  1948. 

Dr.  E.  Harold  Mohn,  the  Advance's 
executive  director,  reported  that 
missionary  special  gifts  rose  from 
$1,309,813  in  1948-49  to  $3,233,989  in 
1949-50.  He  said  the  total  given  by 
Methodists  for  advance  specials  in 
the  week  of  dedication  offerings  has 
now  reached  a  two-year  total  of  $6, 
075,849. 

This  amount,  he  explained,  is  over 
and  above  regular  Methodist  mis- 
sionary and  benevolent  giving  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  which 
comprised  $15,485,956  to  regular 
World  Service,  $14,081,141  given  by 
Methodist  women  through  their 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Serv- 
ice, and  slightly  more  than  $40,000,- 
000  in  local  and  other  benevolences 
outside  the  Methodist  Church. 

Missionaries  Make  Steady 
Progress  in  Congo 

A  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  Christian  adherents  in  the  Belgian 
Congo  is  reported  by  church  sources 
in  Leopoldville. 

In  1948  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  registered  a  gain  of  twenty- 
one  per  cent  over  1947  in  the  number 
of  native  Africans  it  converted,  and 
the  Protestant  churches  enjoyed  a 
four  per  cent  increase  over  the  same 
period. 

More  than  a  quarter  of  the  natives 
in  the  Congo  are  now  Christians. 
Last  year,  more  than  332,000  Chris- 
tian baptisms  and  29,000  Christian 
marriages  were  solemnized. 

Methodists  Increase  World 
Service  Contributions 

A  total  of  $11,633,000  was  received 
by  the  Methodist  Church  from  its 
constituency  during  the  past  year 
for  its  over-all  world  service  pro- 
gram, it  was  reported  at  a  meeting 
of  the  council  of  secretaries  of 
Methodist    world    service    agencies. 


The  amount  was  $141,000  more  than 
received  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  total,  $7,813,000  was  re- 
ceived for  regular  world  service  pur- 
poses up  to  May  31,  closing  of  the 
church's  fiscal  year;  $3,234,000  for 
the  underwriting  of  specific  projects 
in  the  denomination's  Christ  and 
his  church  crusade,  and  $586,000 
represented  special  gifts  for  the 
church's  week  of  dedication  in 
March. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Adams-Haney.— Wayne  R.  Adams  and 
Yvetta  J.  Haney,  both  of  Quinter,  Kansas, 
in  the  Quinter  church,  July  19,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  Wilburn  Lewallen, 
Quinter,  Kansas. 

Amand-Siief. — John  H.  Amand,  Jr.,  and 
Fern  Stief,  both  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  in  the  Lititz 
parsonage,  May  20,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Jacob  Dick,   Lititz,  Pa. 

Badorf-Rhen.— Harry  H.  Badorf,  Jr.,  of 
Lititz,  Pa.,  and  June  Rhen  of  Oregon,  Pa., 
in  the  Lititz  church,  April  30,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Jacob  Dick,   Lititz,   Pa. 

Baer-Trent. — Robert  D.  Baer  and  Vietta 
M.  Trent,  both  of  Friedens,  Pa.,  July  4, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
Kenneth  R.   Blough,   Hollsopple,   Pa. 

Barr-Jones. — Francis  H.  Barr,  Jr.,  of 
Nampa,  Idaho,  and  Evelyn  Mae  Jones  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  in  the  Cerro  Gordo 
church,  June  3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
father  of  the  groom,  assisted  by  Bro.  Roy 
B.  Teach.— F.  H.  Barr,  Nampa,  Idaho. 


Bashore-Stump. — Mark  R.  Bashore  of 
Rehrersburg,  Pa.,  and  Minerva  Mae  Stump 
of  Pinegrove,  Pa.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the 
Lebanon  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Carl 
W.  Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Berbolh-Carmine. — William  E.  Berboth 
and  Jane  E.  Carmine,  in  the  Germantown 
church,  Pa.,  June  17,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—B.  F.   Waltz,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Blough-Waite.— J.  Glen  Blough  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  Grace  B.  Waite  of  Ft. 
Thomas,  Ky.,  June  24,  1950,  at  Ft.  Thomas, 
by  the  undersigned  and  Rev.  Wood. — S.  S. 
Blough,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

Bonilaiibus- Hunter. — Cesidio  Bonitatibus 
and  Irma  J.  Hunter,  both  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  at  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.—B.  F.  Waltz,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bowers-Studebaker. — Lester  Bowers  of 
Brandt,  Ohio,  and  Cleon  Studebaker  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  New  Carlisle  church, 
Ohio,  May  6,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Robert  L.  Sherfy,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

Brown-Graham. — Joseph  V.  Brown  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  Arlene  E.  Graham 
of  Buena  Vista,  Va.,  June  3,  1950,  in  the 
bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. — John  F. 
Graham,   Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Brubaker-Wilhelm.  —  Dwayne  Brubaker 
of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  and  Vernice  Wilhelm 
of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  in  the  La  Verne 
church,  June  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— J.  A.  Smeltzer,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Buss-Barrett. — Harold  Buss  and  Genette 
Barrett,  June  24,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home. — J.  E.  Smeltzer,  Lena,  111. 

Christy-Williams. — Richard  E.  Christy 
and  Marilyn  R.  Williams  of  Canton,  111., 
June  24,  1950,  in  the  Canton  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — C.  H.  Cameron,  Canton, 
111. 

Chupp-Good. — John  Chupp  and  Fern 
Good,  both  of  Orrville,  Ohio,  June  11, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
D.    R.    McFadden,    Smithville,    Ohio. 


About  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Whal  Butterfly  Is  It?  Anna 
Pistorius.  Wilcox  &  Follett,  1950. 
25  pages.   $1.25. 

Who  wouldn't  like  to  know  what 
butterfly  has  an  animal  picture  on 
each  wing?  Or  what  butterflies  hold 
picnics  at  mud  puddles?  This  beauti- 
ful book  answers  these  questions  and 
many  others  about  butterflies:  how 
they  grow  and  what  their  common 
and  scientific  names  are.  Fifty-four 
butterflies  of  North  America  are 
shown  in  full  color.  They  appear  in 
the  book  in  the  order  in  which  they 
appear  in  the  summer.  This  is  a 
book  for  young  and  old,  for  those 
who  know  butterflies  and  for  those 
who  should. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The   Tall   Book   of   Make-Believe. 

Jane     Werner.      Harper,     1950.      92 
pages.   $1.00. 

Here  are  classic  poems  and  tales 
of  make-believe,  imagination,  and 
fantasy.  This  is  a  book  to  delight 
young  and  old.  The  pictures,  many 
in  color,  also  have  the  touch  of 
make-believe. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Saddle  of  Carlos  Perez. 
George  E.  Tait.  Westminster  Press, 
1950.    87  pages.    $2.00. 

Carlos  Perez  lives  on  an  hacienda 
in    Colombia.     Carlos    wants   to    be 


a  vaquero  and  have  a  beautiful 
saddle  like  Don  Jaime's.  But,  first, 
Carlos  is  a  detective,  better  than  the 
police  in  Hondo.  He  sees  a  bullfight 
in  Bogota  but  doesn't  like  it,  has 
a  special  job  when  guests  come  from 
Canada,  when  the  house  burns,  loses 
his  twenty  pesos  which  he  is  saving 
for  a  saddle,  and  is  the  honored  guest 
at  a  fiesta. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Bells  Ring  Out.  Mildred  C. 
Luckhardt.  Westminster,  1950.  50 
pages.   65  cents. 

Paul  Miller  has  a  wonderful  secret 
which  he  keeps  while  visiting 
friends  on  a  farm,  sharing  Thanks- 
giving with  the  people  in  his 
church  and  planning  with  them  to 
celebrate  Christmas.  What  is  the 
secret?  It  wouldn't  be  a  secret  if  I 
told. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

Fascinating  Facts.  Jeff  E.  Thomp- 
son.   Hart.    96  pages.    $1.25. 

This,  another  of  the  Happy  Hour 
books,  will  provide  fun  and  educa- 
tional reading  about  many  odd  and 
exciting  things  in  nature  and  his- 
tory. The  publishers  claim  it  "will 
have  all  the  thrill  of  a  comic  book 
for  any  boy  or  girl  between  the 
ages  of  nine  and  fourteen." — Hazel 
Kennedy. 


Clifford-Johnson. — James  W.  Clifford  and 
Lois  Irene  Johnson,  both  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  in  the  Waterford  church,  Calif., 
June  18,  1950,  by  Bro.  Elmon  Sutphin. — 
Mrs.  Elmon  Sutphin,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Crabbs-Green. — Charles  E.  Crabbs  and 
Charlotte  R.  Green,  both  of  New  Windsor, 
Md.,  July  1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — William  E.  Gosnell,  Mt.  Airy, 
Md. 

Davis-Brandt. — John  Rodney  Davis  and 
Dorothy  Louise  Brandt,  both  of  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  in  the  La  Verne  church,  July  12, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — C.  Ernest  Davis, 
Elgin,  111. 

Fritz-Riccius. — Richard  Fritz  and  Bar- 
bara Riccius,  both  of  Kendallville,  Ind.,  in 
the  Cedar  Creek  church,  near  Garrett, 
Ind.,  May  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J. 
S.  Flory,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

Gilberis-Shills.— Donn  B.  Gilberts  and 
Marie  P.  Shilts,  both  of  Stanley,  Wis.,  in 
the  Stanley  church,  June  10,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Walter  A.  Miller,  Stanley, 
Wis. 

McClish-Biederman. — Carroll  Gene  Mc- 
Clish  of  Dupont,  Ohio,  and  Florence  M. 
Biederman  of  Groverhill,  Ohio,  June  30, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
Walter  Fisher,  Dupont,  Ohio. 

Miller- Young. — Maurice  L.  Miller  of 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  and  Mary  C.  Young  of 
Knoxville,  Md.,  in  the  Pleasant  View 
church,  Md.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed and  Bro.  Carl  Zigler. — George  L. 
Detweiler,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Myers-Miller. — Philip  Myers  of  Green- 
ville, Ohio,  and  Frances  Miller  of  Hollans- 
burg,  Ohio,  May  27,  1950,  in  the  Cedar 
Grove  parsonage,  Ohio,  by  the  under- 
signed.— C.  O.  Brubaker,  Hollansburg, 
Ohio. 

Neideigh-Baker. — Gerald  R.  Neideigh 
and  Genevieve  E.  Baker,  both  of  Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa.,  June  16,  1950,  by  Bro.  W.  L. 
Riggleman,  at  his  home. — Mrs.  W.  L.  Rig- 
gleman,   Stephens   City,  Va. 

Papson-Zug. — Christopher  Papson  and 
Esther  Zug,  both  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  June  7, 
1950,  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Swoope  of  the  Luth- 
eran church.- — Carl  W.  Zeigler,  Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Phillips-Denlinger. — Marvin  L.  Phillips 
and  Phyllis  Jean  Denlinger,  both  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  June  10,  1950,  in  the  Trotwood 
church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned.- — E.  R. 
Fisher,   Huntington,   Ind. 

Reecher-Baer. — Charles  R.  Reecher  and 
Naomi  E.  Baer,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
in  the  Waynesboro  church,  June  11,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — George  L.  Detweiler, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Reynolds-Smith. — Cecil  Reynolds  of  Fair- 
view,  Kansas,  and  Bonnie  June  Smith  of 
Morrill,  Kansas,  June  1,  1950,  in  the  home 
of  the  bride,  by  the  undersigned. — L.  M. 
Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Rode-Buckle. — Bernard  W.  Rode  of  Santa 
Ana,  Calif.,  and  Marian  Louise  Buckle  of 
Cumberland,  Md.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the 
St.  Johns  Lutheran  church,  Cumberland, 
by  the  undersigned. — Arthur  Scrogum, 
Cumberland,  Md. 

Sliter-Karnes. — Gilbert  E.  Sliter  and 
Rose  A.  Karnes,  both  of  Stanley,  Wis., 
May  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — Walter  A.  Miller,   Stanley,   Wis. 

Smith-Manchester. — Don  Smith  of  Bell, 
Calif.,  and  Helen  Manchester  of  Glendora, 
Calif.,  in  the  Glendora  church,  June  30, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Galen  K.  Walk- 
er,  Glendora,   Calif. 

Slonesifer-Wantz. — Roy  C.  Stonesifer  of 
Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  and  Julia  Ann  C. 
Wantz  of  Silver  Run,  Md.,  June  30,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home — William 
E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Thomas- Webster. — Jesse  B.  Thomas  and 
Goldie  M.  Webster,  both  of  Boones  Mill, 
Va.,  July  1,  1950,  in  the  Bethlehem  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Oscar  R.  Fike, 
Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Wright-Cline.— Nelson  C.  Wright  of 
Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  and  Nell  M.  Cline  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the 
Middle  River  church  by  Bro.  Floyd  Mitch- 
ell, Grottoes,  Va. — Mrs.  Raymond  Moore, 
Ft.  Defiance.  Va. 
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Brubaker,  Eula,  daughter  of  Virgil  and 
Rosa  McFadden  Brubaker,  was  born  near 
Lone  Star,  Kansas,  Feb.  27,  1925,  and  died 
in  the  Memorial  hospital  in  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  July  24,  1950.  She  was  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Elder  Peter  Brubaker, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  elders  of 
Northeastern  Kansas.  Her  father  and  two 
sisters  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  mother,  four  sisters,  three 
brothers  and  one  half  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Rumsey  funeral 
home  in  Lawrence  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  ceme- 
tery in  Franklin  County,  Kansas. — J.  M. 
Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Brubaker,  Percy  Troy,  son  of  Enoch  L. 
and  Elizabeth  Beckner  Brubaker,  was  born 
Oct.  23,  1898,  and  died  May  8,  1950.  He 
was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  Oct.  12,  1909.  On  June  2,  1931, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Marie  J. 
Maider  of  Hollywood,  Calif.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children.  Brother 
and  Sister  Brubaker  were  installed  into 
the  deacon's  office  on  Dec.  6,  1940.  He  also 
served  as  a  member  of  the  church  boards 
and  as  Sunday-school  teacher.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  children,  his  father 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Chapel  of  the  Pines  in  Paradise  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Fred 
Butterbaugh.  Interment  was  in  the  Para- 
dise cemetery. — Glen  R.  Montz,  Paradise, 
Calif. 

Brumbaugh,  Edith  Mae,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Shank,  was  born  Dec.  13, 
1892,  and  died  June  9,  1950.  On  Dec.  24, 
1910,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jesse 
Brumbaugh,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years 
she  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior.  She 
served  the  Lower  Miami  church  in  the 
office  of  deacon,  in  the  ladies'  aid  and  in 
all  other  church  organizations,  including 
the  Sunday  school.  She  called  for  the 
anointing  service,  which  was  administered 
by  Philip  Lauver  and  the  writer  on  the 
evening  preceding  her  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  daughters,  four 
grandchildren  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Lower  Miami 
chureh  by  L.  A.  Garst  and  the  writer. — 
John  M.  Garst,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Brumbaugh,  William  Theodore,  son  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  Brumbaugh,  was  born 
Dec.  28,  1876,  at  King,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the 
Fruita  hospital,  Fruita,  Colo.,  July  2,  1950. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Edna 
Curry  on  Jan.  21,  1896,  at  Martinsburg,  Pa. 
He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Fruita  church. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter, 
two  sons,  five  grandchildren  and  two  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Fruita  church  by  Bro.  Ralph  Hoover,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  E.  F.  Weaver.  Interment 
was  in  the  Elmwood  cemetery. — Maude  I. 
Brown,  Fruita,  Colo. 

Campbell,  James  W.,  was  born  in  Michi- 
gan, Jan.  31,  1876,  and  died  July  8,  1950,  at 
his  home  in  Tuxedo,  Okla.  He  was  married 
to  Nellie  Foster  on  June  11,  1903,  at  Vinita, 
Okla.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  three  sons,  four  brothers  and 
twelve  grandchildren.  He  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Edna, 
Kansas,  cemetery. — Elmer  F.  Johnson, 
Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Carbaugh,  Grace,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sophia  Rupp,  was  born  Dec.  27,  1886,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Lanark,  111.,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  She  was  married  to 
Herbert  Carbaugh  on  Dec.  25,  1910,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  son.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  one  sister  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren 
Merle  Hawbecker  and  Walter  Bowman. — 
Maggie  Ploeger,  Lanark,  111. 

Clark,  Amanda  Whitely,  was  born  in 
Stanberry,  Mo.,  Sept.  26,  1865,  and  died  in 
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Waterford,  Calif.,  June  29,  1950.  On  July 
16,  1883,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
William  T.  Clark.  She  became  affiliated 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Enders, 
Nebr.  She  is  survived  by  two  daughters, 
one  son,  twenty-three  grandchildren  and 
twenty-five  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  writer  and  her 
pastor,  Leo  H.  Miller. — F.  E.  Miller,  Water- 
ford,  Calif. 

Dailey,  Jeanetta  A.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sophia  Wolf,  was  born  near  South 
English,  Iowa,  June  25,  I860,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  David 
Bowman,  April  23,  1950.  She  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
when  a  young  girl  and  was  always  an 
active  worker,  having  been  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  several  years  and  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  as  long  as  physical- 
ly able.  She  was  the  oldest  living  mem- 
ber of  the  Modesto  congregation.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Wood  Colony  cemetery. 
— Paul  S.  Hersch,  Modesto,   Calif. 

Delwiler,  Annie,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sophia  Burket  Leidy,  was  born  at  Bakers 
Summit,  Pa.,  June  4,  1866,  and  died  at 
the  Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
March  13,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Henry 
Detwiler  on  Oct.  27,  1889,  at  Bakers  Sum- 
mit. He  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  church  for  many 
years.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
sixteen  grandchildren,  and  seventeen 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  K.  R.  Miller  funeral 
home  in  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes.  Burial  was  in  the  Hol- 
singer  cemetery  near  Bakers  Summit,  Pa. 
Sara  E.  Hoover,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Eckman,  Charles  E.,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Christi  Ann  Winebrenner  Eckman,  was 
born  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  6, 
1875,  and  died  May  23,  1950.  On  Nov.  3, 
1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jennie 
Slagal,  who  passed  away  on  Dec.  28,  1928. 
For  several  years  the  Eckmans  lived  in 
North  Dakota,  where  they  were  elected  to 
the  deaconship.  Bro.  Eckman  served  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  nineteen 
years  in  the  Andrews  church,  Ind.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Pearl  Jackson  on  Nov. 
4,  1934.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
son,  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Salamonie 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Elder  I.  E.  Weaver. — E.  Paul  Weaver, 
Huntington,  Ind. 

Ellenberger,  Alice  Belle,  daughter  of 
William  and  Caltha  Newby  and  widow  of 
William  S.  Ellenberger,  was  born  Jan.  30, 
1867,  near  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  and  died  at 
Lamar,  Colo.,  June  16,  1950.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  Jan.  11,  1935.  She 
is  survived  by  six  sons,  one  daughter, 
twenty-one  grandchildren,  thirteen  great- 
grandchildren, two  sisters  and  three  broth- 
ers. The  Ellenbergers  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Southeastern  Colorado.  Although  deaf  in 
her  later  life,  she  maintained  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  church  and  community.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Wiley 
church  by  the  undersigned  in  the  absence 
of  the  pastor,  who  was  attending  Annual 
Conference.  Burial  was  in  the  Wiley  cem- 
etery.— E.  M.  Fasnacht,   Wiley,   Colo. 

Gamber,  Emma,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Mines  Davis,  was  born  in  Clearfield 
County,  Pa.,  in  October  1880,  and  died  in 
the  Memorial  hospital  in  Johnstown,  Pa., 
May  19,  1950.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Frank  Gamber  in  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  in 
1902.  During  her  early  married  life  she 
joined  the  United  Brethren  Church  but 
after  coming  to  Nanty  Glo,  Pa.,  she  was 
baptized  into  the  Nanty  Glo  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, three  sons,  two  daughters,  two 
brothers,  one  sister,  ten  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Nanty  Glo  church 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  John  Brumbaugh,  and 
her  former  pastor,  Bro.  Chalmer  C.  Dilling. 
Interment  was  in  the  Headrick's  cemetery 
near  Conemaugh. — Mrs.  Emily  Dumond 
Fresh,  Nanty  Glo,  Pa. 

Hoffman,  Victor  A.,  son  of  T.  C. ,  and 
Leanora  Ellis  Hoffman,  was  born  in  For- 
syth County,  N.  C,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.    In  1926  he  was  married 


to  Isabel  Sink,  who  preceded  him  in  death 
in  1948.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Fraternity  church,  N.  C,  since  1907.  He  is 
survived  by  one  son.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Centenary  Methodist 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Dennis  of  the  Methodist  church.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  church  cemetery. — S.  H. 
Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Lehman,  Even  Miles,  son  of  Andrew  N. 
and  Annie  Burns  Lehman,  was  born  Dec. 
28,  1901,  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
Nov.  21,  1949,  at  the  York  hospital.  He 
united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  and  was  a  member  of  the 
New  Fairview  congregation  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  In  1927  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Jessie  I.  Myers,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  four  children,  one  of 
whom  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sons,  one  daughter, 
his  father,  his  stepmother,  one  sister  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  Brethren  Michael  Markey,  Jacob  Miller 
and  Murray  Lehman  in  the  New  Fairview 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Norman  F.  Reber,  York,  Pa. 

Lichty,  Anna  F.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Way,  was  born  July  1,  1886, 
at  Davenport,  Nebr.,  and  died  June  18, 
1950,  at  St.  Joseph's  hospital  in  Orange, 
Calif.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Allen  R. 
Lichty  on  April  27,  1910,  at  Davenport  and 
to  this  union  were  born  three  sons.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  three  sons,  four 
sisters  and  four  grandchildren.  In  the 
absence  of  her  pastor  funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Smith  and  Tuthill  par- 
lors by  her  former  pastor,  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  Fairhaven  Park. 
— Paul  S.  Longenecker,  Tulare,  Calif. 

Lind,  Grace  Ellen,  was  born  March  14, 
1902,  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  and  died  June 
19,  1950.  She  had  been  married  twice  and 
was  the  mother  of  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Her  husband,  Alfred  Carl  Lind, 
survives.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Cov- 
ington community  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  Kent,  Wash.,  June  20, 
1950,  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Kent  cemetery. — Clement 
Bontrager,  Kent,   Wash. 

Mcllwee,  Emma,  died  July  3,  1950.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  one  daugh- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned. — I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Miller,  Gary  Ray,  infant  son  of  Elton 
and  Thelma  Jean  Miller,  died  at  the  Piqua 
hospital,  Ohio,  May  14,  1950.  Besides  his 
parents,  he  is  survived  by  one  brother. 
Graveside  services  were  held  at  the  Harris 
Creek  cemetery  by  Bro.  H.  E.  Helstern. — 
Mrs.  Galen  Detrick,  Bradford,  Ohio. 

Miller,  Sarah  Annie,  was  born  Aug.  3, 
1892,  and  died  March  12,  1950,  at  her  home 
near  York,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband  and  children.  She  was  a  loyal 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Etz- 
weiler  funeral  home  in  York  by  the  writer, 
assisted  by  Elder  Charles  Eichelberger. 
Burial  was  in  the  Strayers  church  ceme- 
tery.— J.  Albert  Cook,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

Newell,  Cora,  daughter  of  Matthew  and 
Martha  Rose,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1876,  in 
Phillips  County,  Kansas,  and  died  at  her 
home  near  Eldora,  Iowa,  June  17,  1950.  On 
Jan  22,  1895,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Joseph  Newell.  This  union  was  blessed 
wtih  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two 
sons  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  was  baptized  in  1912  and  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Ivester  church  un- 
til her  death.  She  was  anointed  on  June 
13,  1950.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  daughters,  one  son,  twenty  grandchil- 
dren, thirty  great-grandchildren,  one 
brother  and  two  half  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Ivester  church 
by  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey.  Interment  was 
in  the  Eldora  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard 
Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Niner,  Rhoda  V.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  Lininger,  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1876,  near  Cranesville,  W.  Va.,  and  died 
June  1,  1950,  at  her  home  near  Hazelton, 
W.  Va.    In  1906,  she  was  united  in  mar- 


riage  to  Lawrence  J.  Niner,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  by  eleven  months.  In  1913 
she  joined  the  Sandy  Creek  church.  She 
is  survived  by  two  daughters,  four  grand- 
daughters, one  brother  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  Webb's  chapel 
by  Bro.  Chester  Thomas,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Robert  Strickler.  Burial  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  by. — Fanny  J.  Seiler,  Hazelton, 
W.  Va. 

Priser,  Clara  Alice,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Margaret  Baker,  was  born  Aug.  22, 
1866,  near  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  and  died 
May  14,  1950.  On  Jan.  24,  1886,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Noah  Priser,  who 
preceded  her  in  death.  To  this  union  were 
born  six  children.  She  was  baptized  into 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters,  one  son,  seven 
grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchil- 
dren.— Mrs.  W.  Russell  Miller,  Brookville, 
Ohio. 

Rennecker,  Kathryn  Lois,  daughter  of 
Quinter  and  Mary  Shafer  Rennecker,  was 
born  near  Creston,  Ohio,  April  4,  1932,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Creston,  June  23, 
1950.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  she  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Chippewa  church. 
She  was  an  active  member  of  the  young 
people's  class  and  was,  for  a  time,  church 
pianist.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents, 
two  brothers,  one  sister,  her  paternal 
grandmother  and  her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents. Funeral  services  were  held  by  her 
pastor,  the  undersigned,  in  the  Chippewa 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  East  Chip- 
pewa cemetery.— David  R.  Landis,  Creston, 
Ohio. 

Rhodes,  Joseph  J.,  son  of  James  B.  and 
Margaret  Hardesty  Rhodes,  was  born  Jan. 
4,  1900,  and  died  June  26,  1950.  He  was 
married  to  Ocean  Loy  Nine  on  Jan.  24, 
1925.  He  joined  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  early  life.    His  wife  preceded  him 


in  death  one  year  ago.  They  reared  one 
foster  child.  He  is  survived  by  two  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Fike  and  Watson  funeral  home 
in  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va.,  by  Emra  T.  Fike. 
Interment  was  in  the  family  cemetery  near 
Rodamer  —  Emra  T.  Fike,  Terra  Alta,  W. 
Va. 

Royer,  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and 
Louisa  Sherfy,  was  born  near  Pomona, 
Kansas,  Aug.  23,  1888,  and  died  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Ottawa,  Kansas,  June  12,  1950.  She 
united  with  the  Scott  Valley  church  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  In  March  1924  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Frank  S.  Royer,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  on  June  26,  1946. 
She  is  survived  by  three  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  the  Ottawa  church.  Burial 
was  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the 
Wellsville,  Kansas,  cemetery. — W.  B.  De- 
vilbiss,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Slingle,  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  Christian 
Stingle,  died  June  22,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  She  is  survived  by 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Rock  Run 
church,  where  she  had  been  a  long-time 
member. — Ralph  Petry,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Taylor,  Charles  Wesley,  son  of  Hewitt 
R.  and  Sarah  Brower  Taylor,  was  born  at 
Deep  River,  Iowa,  Oct.  13,  1880,  and  died 
June  15,  1950,  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  On 
Aug.  10,  1911,  he  was  married  to  Esther  M. 
Buckwalter  and  together  they  were  bap- 
tized into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  Calvary  church  in  Los  Angeles.  He  is 
survived  by  his  parents,  his  wife,  three 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Recessional 
at  Forest  Lawn  Memorial  Park  by  Bro. 
Fred  Flora,  pastor  of  the  East  Los  Angeles 
church. — Hewitt  R.  Taylor,  North  Holly- 
wood, Calif. 
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Swigarl,  Mabel  Clare,  daughter  of  Win- 
field  and  Ida  Myers  Harshbarger,  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1887, 
and  died  in  the  Lewistown  hospital,  Pa., 
July  5,  1950.  On  Dec.  25,  1907,  she  was 
married  to  S.  Lloyd  Swigart.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  three  sons,  seven 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Spring  Run 
church  and  for  many  years  was  a  teacher 
in  the  Sunday  school.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  aid  society  and  was  espe- 
cially active  in  sewing  for  relief.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Spring  Run 
church  by  Bro.  Henry  Esbensen,  assisted 
by  Bro.  L.  D.  Ruble.  Interment  was  in 
the  Spring  Run  cemetery. — Mrs.  Loyd  G. 
Dunmire,   Mattawana,  Pa. 

Thomassen,  W.  T.,  was  born  in  1876  and 
died  March  29,  1950.  His  wife  preceded 
him  in  death  eighteen  months  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  four  daughters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Snavely. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  the 
church. — Mrs.  Alice  C.  Blough,  Manassas, 
Va. 

Ullery,  Mary  Ellen  Kester,  was  born  in 
Taswell  County,  111.,  March  16,  1872,  and 
died  in  Parsons,  Kansas,  April  30,  1950. 
She  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  throughout  her  adult  life  and 
for  many  years  served  as  a  deaconess  in 
the  church.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Samuel  Ullery  on  Feb.  18,  1897.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter 
and  one  sister. — Dwight  Enberg,  Parsons, 
Kansas. 

VanGundy,  Esther  Hettie  Miller,  was 
born  near  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Feb.  7,  1860, 
and  died  in  the  Hardin  hospital,  Mont., 
Jan.  29,  1950.  She  attended  Bridgewater 
College  in  the  early  days  of  that  institu- 
tion. On  May  11,  1893,  she  was  married  to 
Joseph  Taylor  VanGundy  at  Carleton,  Mo. 
Her  husband  died  Jan.  7,  1912.  In  early 
youth  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  when  there  was  no  Brethren 
church  in  her  community,  she  made  the 
Baptist  Church  her  home.  She  kept  in 
close  touch  with  the  church  program 
through  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  all 
church  publications.  She  is  survived  by 
one  foster  daughter  and  many  nieces  and 
nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  funeral  chapel  by  Rev.  O.  J.  Grind- 
heim  of  the  Baptist  church.  Burial  was  in 
the  Hardin  cemetery. — Mrs.  Mattie  F.  Wise, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Waas,  Frank  S.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Waas,  was  born  in  Mitchell,  Ind., 
April  18,  1862,  and  died  at  Fredonia,  Kan- 
sas, June  23,  1950.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  united  with  the  Fredonia 
church,  where  he  served  in  the  office  of 
deacon  for  many  years.  On  Feb.  21,  1887, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Ann 
Thompson,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  daughters  and  five  sons.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  three  daughters,  five 
sons,  three  sisters,  two  brothers,  seventeen 
grandchildren  and  thirty-five  great-grand- 
children. One  son  and  one  grandson  are 
ministers  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  his  pastor, 
H.  D.  Michael.  Burial  was  in  the  Fredonia 
cemetery. — H.  D.  Michael,  Fredonia, 
Kansas. 

Walter,  Henry  William,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Lucinda  Walter,  was  born  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  March  26,  1882,  and  died 
July  3,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Gertie 
Welscott  on  March  4,  1905.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  four  sons,  two  daughters  and 
seven  grandsons.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Union  Center  church  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Robert  Martin. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— William  Brubaker,  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Weitzel,  Martha,  daughter  of  Abram  D. 
and  Mary  Brumbaugh  Detwiler,  was  born 
at  Loysburg,  Pa.,  May  19,  1905,  and  died 
July  2,  1950,  at  the  Roaring  Spring  hospital. 
On  Sept.  9,  1922,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  W.  Clair  Weitzel  of  Martinsburg, 
Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
daughters,  two  sons,  eight  grandchildren, 
her  father   and  two  brothers.    She   was   a 
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member  of  the  Martinsburg  church,  where 
funeral  services  were  held  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson,  assisted  by  her  former 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  O.  Beery.  Interment  was 
in  the  Fairview  cemetery  at  Martinsburg, 
Pa. — Mrs.    C.    O.    Beery,    Martinsburg,    Pa. 

Williams,  Edgar  F.,  was  born  Sept.  2, 
1854,  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Ne- 
vada, Mo.,  May  28,  1950.  He  was  a  loyal 
member  of  the  church.  He  was  married 
to  Laura  Elsie  Sterling  in  Great  Bend, 
Kansas,  in  1885.  Shortly  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  in  1937  in  Parsons,  Kansas,  he 
moved  to  Nevada,  Mo.,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  two 
brothers,  two  sons,  three  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild. — Dwight  Enberg, 
Parsons,  Kansas. 

Wolford,  Mabel  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Freeman  and  Jennie  Ankney,  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  April  18,  1899, 
and  died  May  23,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Lig- 
onier  Township.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Arthur  Wolford  on  Dec.  14,  1918. 
On  Dec.  29,  1918,  she  was  baptized  into  the 
Ligonier  church.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  daughters,  her  mother  and 
two  brothers.  She  served  the  Ligonier 
church  in  the  capacity  of  deaconess, 
church  pianist,  president  of  the  women's 
work,  Sunday-school  teacher  and  home 
department  superintendent.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Robert 
G.  Mock,  assisted  by  Elder  Clarence  R. 
Bowman,  pastor  of  the  Roxbury  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  Ligonier  Valley  cem- 
etery.— Robert  G.  Mock,  Ligonier,  Pa. 
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Alabama 
Cedar  Creek. — We  have  been  having 
services  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays 
with  Brethren  Glen  Petcher  and  Paul 
Petcher  in  charge.  Bro.  James  Moore  of 
Ohio  preached  for  us  one  Sunday.  We 
have  made  contributions  to  different 
church  needs  during  the  year. — Mrs.  Har- 
vey Isham,   Grand   Bay,   Ala. 

California 

Hermosa  Beach. — Brother  and  Sister 
James  Bowman,  who  are  on  furlough  from 
Africa,  have  been  our  guest  speakers  on 
several  occasions.  James  is  a  local  boy 
and  his  parents  are  members  of  our  church 
group.  Other  guest  speakers  during  recent 
months  have  been  Brother  and  Sister 
Clarence  Heckman,  Brother  and  Sister 
Lynn  Blickenstaff,  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman, 
Bro.  Jenkins,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mannie  Van- 
denburg  and  Mr.  Moss,  a  Negro  lecturer. 
The  La  Verne  College  deputation  team 
presented  a  program  one  evening.  They 
arrived  for  the  monthly  Sunday  evening 
fellowship  supper  and  conducted  the 
church  services  following.  Sixteen  new 
members,  fourteen  by  baptism  and  two  by 
letter,  have  come  into  our  congregation  in 
recent  months.  Bro.  Stutsman  has  sub- 
mitted his  resignation,  to  become  effective 
on  Sept.  1.  The  congregation  gave  him 
a  unanimous  vote  of  confidence  and  ap- 
preciation for  his  services.  The  Stutsmans 
plan  to  retire  and  will  reside  in  La  Verne. 
— Mrs.  Ernest  W.  Swihart,  Manhattan 
Beach,  Calif. 

San  Francisco. — The  work  of  Mrs.  Ethel 
Ward,  our  volunteer  worker,  was  greatly 
appreciated.  During  her  stay  she  made 
approximately  1,750  calls,  left  brochures  in 
75  homes  and  found  54  new  homes  which 
expressed  considerable  interest  in  the 
church.  She  received  many  appreciative 
comments  about  the  church  building,  the 
yard,  the  chimes,  the  choir  and  the  im- 
pact for  good  the  church  is  making  on  the 
community.  Our  choir,  directed  by  David 
Kesler,  has  been  quite  active.  It  pre- 
sented a  full  evening's  program  in  our 
Sacramento  church  on  May  21  and  a  like 
program  in  our  own  church  on  June  18, 
after  which  it  disbanded  for  the  summer. 
We  served  both  a  mother  and  daughter 
and  a  father  and  son  banquet.  The  work 
of  the  church  is  encouraging  but  we  are 
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greatly  in  need  of  more  room.  Our  new 
volunteer  worker  arrived  on  June  25. — 
Edna  Kesler,  San  Rafael,  Calif. 

Colorado 

Colorado  Springs. — Our  church  is  now 
holding  services  in  the  Seventh-Day  Ad- 
ventist  church  at  324  North  Wahsatch  Ave- 
nue. Bro.  Clarence  McConkey  is  full-time 
summer  pastor.  He  had  been  part-time 
pastor  during  the  past  winter  while  pur- 
suing his  studies  in  the  Illiff  Theological 
school  at  Denver.  Bro.  I.  J.  Sollenberger 
is  our  elder.  The  women's  group  is  ac- 
tive although  some  are  prevented  from 
attending  by  illness.  Tourists  visiting  this 
city  will  be  warmly  welcomed  to  church 
services  by  the  pastor  and  congregation. 
—Mrs.  Carl  J.  Reed,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo. 

Fruila. — Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
in  the  afternoon  of  June  25  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Ralph  Hoover,  in  charge. 
Brethren  Ray  Tompkins  and  Lawrence 
Crider  were  elected  as  delegates  to  our 
district  meeting,  which  will  be  held  in  the 
Denver  church  Aug.  17-20.  Our  church,  in 
co-operation  with  the  Methodist  church, 
conducted  a  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  with  an  enrollment  of  142.  We  re- 
cently lost  Sisters  J.  A.  Austin  and  S.  Y. 
Cooper  by  death.  Our  ladies'  aid  meets 
each  week  to  quilt,  do  fancy  work  and 
collect  clothing  for  relief.— Maude  Brown, 
Fruita,  Colo. 

Indiana 

Ft.  Wayne.— The  first  part  of  our  re- 
modeling program,  which  is  divided  into 
three  parts,  is  progressing.  We  are  en- 
joying our  fellowship  with  the  Ukranian 
DP  family,  who  have  been  with  us  since 
March.  Our  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet was  well  attended.  A  Manchester 
College  deputation  team  visited  us  and 
Mrs.  Shultz  brought  an  inspirational  mes- 
sage from  Europe  to  the  women's  work. 
The  pulpit  exchange  brought  to  us  Bro. 
Glen  Mulligan  of  Cedar  Creek.  Several  of 
our  members  attended  the  music  confer- 
ence at  Grand  Rapids.  Sister  Nettie  Seng- 
er  and  Roy  Langstaff  were  our  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference.  We  expect  to  have 
a  group  of  campers  this  summer  at  Camp 
Mack.  Bro.  Gnagy,  our  pastor,  and  our 
music  director,  Paul  Sollenberger,  are  on 
the  roster  of  leaders.  A  promotion  service 
is  being  planned  for  September— Mrs.  Carl 
Nobles,  Ft.  Wayne,   Ind. 

Maple  Grove.— Our  quarterly  council 
meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  June 
24,  with  Elder  Albert  Harshbarger  pre- 
siding. We  elected  our  church  officers  for 
the  coming  year  and  are  sending  Brother 
and  Sister  Ferrol  Culler  as  our  delegates 
to  the  district  conference  at  the  Arcadia 
church.  One  of  our  Sunday-school  girls 
was  baptized  one  Sunday  morning,  fol- 
lowing the  morning  service,  and  in  the 
evening  our  love  feast  was  held.  On  July 
9  our  Sunday  school  is  planning  to  hold  an 
area  meeting  at  the  Brown  County  State 
park.  Several  other  churches  are  co-oper- 
ating and  Bro.  Harshbarger  will  have 
charge  of  the  service.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  week  of  revival  meetings 
Sept.  10-17,  with  Bro.  Kenneth  Hollinger  as 
the  speaker.— Mary  Youngblood,  Center 
Point,  Ind. 

Pine  Creek.— On  Mother's  Day  we  held  a 
consecration  service  for  fifteen  babies. 
Several  persons  from  our  church  attended 
the  mass  meeting  at  Camp  Mack  on  June 
4.  Sister  Clara  K'an,  a  native  of  China, 
was  with  us  for  the  evening  service  on 
June  11.  We  held  our  vacation  Bible 
school  May  29— June  9  with  an  enrollment 
of  125  Our  projects  were  to  help  the  girls' 
school  in  Germany  and  the  Puerto  Rico 
mission  children.  The  vacation  school  of- 
fering was  $135,  which  will  be  used  to 
apply  on  the  transportation  expenses  of 
the  Walter  Keiser  children  back  to  Puerto 
Rico.  The  men's  and  women's  work 
groups  will  take  care  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Keiser. 
Brother  and  Sister  Keiser  will  work  for 
Brethren  Service.  Our  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  was  held  on  June  23,  with 
Sister  Wayne  Gerdes  as  the  speaker.  Our 
men's  work  group  has  planted  thirty  acres 


of  corn  as  a  project  to  raise  money  for 
relief.— Mrs.  Mildred  Stump,  Lakeville, 
Ind. 

Pleasant  View. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
council  meeting  on  June  8,  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  Edward  Kintner,  presiding.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  David  Ockerman,  and  his  family 
of  North  Manchester  have  moved  into  the 
church  parsonage.  On  the  morning  of 
June  4  the  parsonage  was  dedicated  and 
in  the  afternoon  the  pastor  and  his  family 
held  open  house.  Our  vacation  Bible 
school  closed  on  the  evening  of  June  11 
with  a  program.  Our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict conference  at  the  Spring  Creek 
church  are  David  Ockerman  and  Amsa 
Snell.  On  May  28  the  picture,  Like  a 
Mighty  Army,  was  shown  in  the  church. 
Mrs.  Garber  of  North  Manchester  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  on  May  12.  The  young 
men  from  the  young  people's  class  served 
the  meal. — Mrs.  Amsa  Snell,  South  Whit- 
ley, Ind. 

Plymouth. — Our  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  June  7  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Gerdes, 
presiding.  Six  letters  of  membership  were 
received.  Three  delegates  were  elected  to 
attend  district  conference.  Our  planning 
board  for  the  new  church  submitted  plans 
for  the  approval  of  the  council,  which 
were  adopted.  On  May  28  Brother  and 
Sister  Allen  Weldy  gave  a  report  and 
showed  pictures  of  the  Flat  Creek  mission 
in  Kentucky.  May  28  was  pulpit  exchange 
Sunday.  Our  pastor  served  Bremen  and 
Bro.  Longenecker  of  Nappanee  served 
Plymouth.  On  June  4  the  children  pre- 
sented a  program.  Our  pastor  and  his 
wife  have  two  displaced  persons,  a  mother 
and  her  son,  living  in  their  home.  The 
mother  is  helping  in  the  pastor's  home 
and  the  son  is  working  in  a  garage.  On 
May  8  a  banquet  was  enjoyed  by  the 
ladies  of  our  church  with  Mrs.  Jeff  Mathis 
of  North  Manchester  as  the  guest  speaker. 
On  the  following  Friday  evening  the  fa- 
thers and  sons  enjoyed  their  annual  ban- 
quet with  Clyde  Bennett,  a  Plymouth 
resident  who  heads  our  welfare,  as  the 
guest  speaker.  The  thrift  shop  has  been 
progressing  nicely.  The  ladies  are  putting 
the  money  in  an  organ  fund  for  the  new 
church.  On  June  11  there  was  a  total  of 
$455  in  the  fund.  On  the  evening  of  May 
30  Floy  Bowers,  who  donated  time  to  the 
Brethren  Service  work,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  On  the  evening  of  June  25  Sis- 
ter Nettie  Weybright  gave  a  very  inter- 
esting talk  and  showed  pictures  of 
war-torn  countries.  On  June  18  several 
of  the  members  of  the  Plymouth  church 
attended  Annual  Conference. — Mrs.  Frank 
Markley,   Plymouth,   Ind. 

Salamonie. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  the  first  two  weeks  of  May 
with  an  average  attendance  of  124  and  a 
representation  of  sixteen  different  Sunday 
schools.  Two  school  busses  were  used  to 
bring  the  children  to  and  from  the  school: 
The  older  girls'  class,  which  was  taught 
by  Sister  Ruth  Zook,  knotted  a  comforter 
for  a  family  in  Germany.  The  girls  made 
and  collected  different  articles  to  fill  a 
large  box  which  was  also  sent.  The  Bible 
school  collection  amounted  to  $128  and 
was  sent  to  Japan  for  the  new  Christian 
University.  The  children  also  sponsored 
the  moving  picture,  Kenji  Comes  Home, 
which  was  shown  at  the  church.  The  two 
weeks  closed  with  a  program  by  the  chil- 
dren. The  church  was  happy  that  Mrs. 
John  Hacker  and  Joyce  Weaver  were  able 
to  attend  the  music  conference  at  Grand 
Rapids.  We  were  also  happy  that  twenty- 
two  of  our  members  could  attend  Annual 
Conference.  Bro.  E.  Paul  Weaver  and  Bro. 
Hampton  Zook  were  our  delegates.  The 
ladies  are  each  taking  two  empty  cans 
home  from  church  to  be  filled  with  fruits 
and  vegetables  for  the  Mexico  Welfare 
Home.  Sister  Zelma  Weaver  has  improved 
greatly  since  her  operation.  She  is  walk- 
ing without  crutches  and  is  attending  the 
church  activities. — Mrs.  Richard  Coolman, 
Lancaster,  Ind. 

Walnut  Street.— Pastor  H.  F.  Richards 
and  T.  Wayne  Rieman  were  our  delegates 
to  the  Grand  Rapids  Conference.  We  de- 
cided to  remodel  our  church.  The  building 
committee  has  put  much  time  and  study 


on  the  problem  and  plans  are  going  ahead 
unless  the  national  situation  seems  too  un- 
certain. At  the  last  council  four  new  dea- 
cons were  elected.  A  third  displaced 
persons  family  is  being  sponsored  and  is 
coming  at  once.  Our  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  was  held  May  4.  On  Mother's  Day 
nine  babies  were  dedicated.  Clara  Harper 
spoke  to  us  at  the  morning  service  on 
May  21,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Gemmer 
spoke  in  the  evening  on  their  ten  months' 
trip  around  the  world.  A  two  weeks'  com- 
munity vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
during  June.  Thirty  new  members  have 
been  added  since  the  first  of  April,  twenty- 
four  by  baptism  and  six  by  letter.  On  the 
first  Sunday  of  July  a  potluck  dinner  was 
served  after  the  church  services  and  our 
council  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon. 
Sewing  is  being  done  for  relief  and  can- 
ning of  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  old 
folks'  home  at  Mexico,  Ind. — Edna  Mae 
Younker,  North  Manchester,   Ind. 

Iowa 

Fairview.— Bro.  Harvey  S.  Kline  of 
Franklin  Grove,  111.,  will  begin  a  series 
of  meetings  on  Oct.  8.  Our  aid  has  been 
busy  at  each  meeting,  making  clothing, 
comforters  and  soap  for  relief.  At  our 
last  meeting  ninety  pounds  of  soap  were 
made.  Clara  Myer,  missionary  on  fur- 
lough from  Africa,  recently  spent  two 
weeks  in  our  community  lecturing  and 
showing  pictures  of  her  work  as  a  school- 
teacher in  the  Jos  and  Garkida  schools. 
Other  visiting  speakers  at  our  church  re- 
cently were  Mrs.  Clara  K'an  of  China  and 
Bro.  Edgar  Caster  of  Kansas.  Our  mother 
and  daughter  tea  was  well  attended.  Our 
church  was  not  represented  by  a  delegate 
at  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Harley  Yates 
resigned  as  our  pastor  and  will  take  up 
other  duties  in  September.  The  small  piece 
of  ground  back  of  the  church  has  been 
leveled  and  plans  are  under  way  to  make 
a  recreational  place  for  the  young  people. 
The  Sunday  evening  services  are  well 
attended  by  all  of  our  young  people. — 
Mrs.  John  Burger,  Udell,  Iowa. 

Fernald.— We  had  Bro.  Harry  Smith  of 
Beaver  and  Sister  Alice  Gooden  of  Max- 
well to  fill  our  pulpit  until  July,  when  our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  Lee  Kendall  of  Bethany 
took  up  his  duty  here.    The  ladies'  aid  had 


two  bake  sales  to  raise  money  for  a  cup- 
board in  the  church  basement,  the  work 
being  done  by  the  men's  work.  Our  aid 
sent  216  pounds  of  clothing,  11  comforters 
and  15  pounds  of  soap  grease  on  the  relief 
truck.  We  have  received  two  persons  by 
letter.  Community  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  with  an  enrollment  of  ninety- 
eight  children. — Mrs.  Virgil  Jarboe,  Ne- 
vada, Iowa. 

Greene. — We  met  in  council  on  the  after- 
noon of  June  4,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Roy 
Stern,  presiding.  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  year 
beginning  Oct.  1.  Bro.  Roy  Stern  was  re- 
elected elder  in  charge,  the  undersigned 
was  elected  Messenger  correspondent  and 
Bro.  Pearl  Pyle  as  Messenger  agent.  Our 
love  feast  was  observed  on  May  29.  We 
were  privileged  to  have  with  us  Brother 
and  Sister  Nice  of  the  Indian  Creek  con- 
gregation near  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  par- 
ents of  our  pastor's  wife.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school  began  June  5,  with  all-day 
sessions  for  one  week.  A  demonstration 
of  the  work  done  was  given  on  June  11. 
The  children's  offering  goes  to  the  mis- 
sion work  in  Africa.  The  school  was  di- 
rected by  Sister  Lulu  Smith  and  our  pas- 
tor. The  women  of  our  church  sent  a 
box,  consisting  of  100  pounds  of  clothing, 
to  European  relief.  Sister  Eva  Kingery 
pieced  five  quilt  tops  and  presented  them 
at  the  last  meeting.  Bro.  John  McRoberts 
and  Sister  Bernice  Frazier  will  represent 
us  at  the  district  meeting  in  the  South 
Waterloo  church  in  August.  Our  pastor, 
Gerald  Mease,  attended  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  brought  back  a  good  report. — 
Elsie  A.  Pyle,   Greene,  Iowa. 

Iowa  River. — A  cradle  roll  recruiting 
program  and  baby  dedication  was  held  on 
the  morning  of  May  14,  when  six  babies 
were  dedicated.  Our  council  meeting  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  May  14  with  Elder 
G.  W.  Keedy  presiding.  The  picture,  Like 
a  Mighty  Army,  was  shown  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  21  by  Bro.  Keedy,  who  is 
our  Brethren  Service  director.  Recent 
guest  speakers  at  Sunday  morning  serv- 
ices were  Brethren  Ray  Zook,  our  district 
fieldman,  and  Earl  Frantz  of  McPherson 
College.  The  men  of  the  church  recently 
planted  fir  trees   on  the  church  grounds. 


Here  is  peace  of  mind  for  women! 

Doorway  to  a  Happy  Home 

by  Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Hamilton 

•  A  writer  who  has  presided  over  a  happy  Christian  home 
in  which  four  children  grew  up,  offers  other  homemakers 
and  mothers  a  practical  guide  to  achieving  happiness  within 
the  home. 

•  Mrs.  Hamilton  believes  that  for  a  married  woman  nothing 
else  compares  in  importance  with  being  a  good  wife  and 
mother.  Her  experience  and  thinking  will  help  others 
achieve  this  distinction. 

•  Such  vital  themes  as  happy  children,  God  and  our  children, 
family  patterns  and  traditions,  the  adolescent  child  and  his 
parents,  growing  older,  and  meeting  the  unexpected  are 
discussed. 

Price,  $2.50 
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The  ladies'  aid  has  made  a  dozen  layettes 
for  European  babies  and  is  furnishing 
linen  for  a  room  at  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary. A  quilt  will  soon  be  finished  to  be 
sent  with  other  linens.  On  June  4  the 
men's  work  organization  sponsored  a  Mc- 
Pherson College  day  program  at  the  morn- 
ing services  with  former  students,  present 
students  and  future  students  as  the  speak- 
ers. Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  May  28 — June  9  with  a  good  attend- 
ance. It  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Maurine 
Russie.  A  splendid  report  of  Annual  Con- 
ference was  given  on  the  morning  of  June 
25  by  our  delegates,  Mrs.  Delos  Thompson. 
— Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Miller,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

Maxwell. — Our  young  people  attended 
the  spring  sectional  youth  rally  at  Iowa 
River.  Three  persons  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  A  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  17. 
Our  children  presented  a  program  on  chil- 
dren's day.  Brother  and  Sister  Laportie  R. 
Bucklew  and  Sister  Alice  Gooden  attended 
the  music  and  worship  conference  and 
Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Bucklew  was 
our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  The 
sectional  youth  rally  was  held  at  our 
church  on  July  9.  We  have  a  100%  Gos- 
pel Messenger  club  again  this  year.  We 
are  using  The  Quiet  Hour  as  an  aid  to 
daily  devotions.  Our  ladies'  aid  meets 
twice  each  month  for  worship  and  work. 
We  desire  the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood 
for  our  church  and  its  work. — Mrs.  Lillie 
M.   Bucklew,   Maxwell,   Iowa. 

Kansas 

Independence. — Since  our  last  report, 
four  persons  were  baptized.  At  a  called 
council  we  voted  to  retain  our  present 
pastor.  We  have  had  a  daily  vacation 
Bible  school,  which  enrolled  a  number  of 
non-Sunday-school  children  who  are  now 
attending  our  school.  The  school  was  di- 
rected by  Mrs.  Coppock  and  closed  with 
a  demonstration  program  on  June  18.  The 
young  people  meet  weekly  for  handcraft 
work  and  Sunday  evening  services.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  monthly  birthday  dinners 
and  meets  regularly  once  a  week.  The  dis- 
trict women's  rally  was  held  in  our  church 
on  June  21.  The  district  summer  youth 
rally  will  be  held  in  our  church  in  July. 
The  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  our 
church  was  observed  on  June  4  in  an  all- 
day  meeting  with  a  basket  dinner.  Bro.  C. 
E.  Davis,  former  pastor  of  this  church,  was 
the  guest  speaker. — Tressa  Boorigie,  Inde- 
pendence,  Kansas. 

Navarre. — Our  vacation  Bible  school 
was  well  attended  by  the  children  of  the 
community.  It  was  directed  by  our  pastor. 
The  children  of  the  Sunday  school  pre- 
sented a  pageant,  The  Lost  Word,  on  the 
evening  of  children's  day.  Russell  and 
Bernetta  Eisenbise  were  with  us  one  Sun- 
day and  told  of  their  work  with  Brethren 
Service  in  Europe.  On  McPherson  College 
Sunday  Bro.  Joseph  Shelley  brought  the 
morning  message  and  discussed  the  agri- 
cultural program  of  the  college  in  an  aft- 
ernoon meeting.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  a  two  weeks'  series  of  special  meetings 
to  be  held  by  Bro.  Earl  Snader  of  Panora, 
Iowa,  at  Thanksgiving  time.  Both  the  men 
and  women  have  spent  many  hours  in 
remodeling  and  painting  our  church  base- 
ment so  that  it  will  be  equipped  and  ready 
for  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  here 
in  September.  At  a  recent  council  meeting 
the  church  voted  to  accept  people  from 
other  denominations  as  full  members  by 
letter  and  also  to  have  some  Sunday  morn- 
ing bread  and  cup  communion  services  in 
addition  to  our  love  feast. — Mrs.  Elmer  L. 
Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kansas. 

Ottawa. — Our  pastor  attended  Annual 
Conference  this  summer  and  our  services 
were  taken  care  of  by  our  elder,  W.  B. 
Devilbiss  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Ward.  In  May 
the  men's  and  women's  work  combined  to 
hold  a  family  night  banquet.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school  was  well  attended  and  the 
children  presented  a  program  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  school.  Our  young  people's 
group  was  represented  at  the  district  rally 
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Samples    free. 
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held  in  Topeka.  The  men's  organization 
has  sponsored  work  at  the  church  camp  in 
preparation  for  the  camping  season.  Sev- 
eral of  our  young  people  are  planning  to 
attend  camp  this  summer.  The  men's  or- 
ganization entertained  men  from  Topeka 
and  McLouth  at  a  fellowship  meeting  re- 
cently. Our  church  and  Sunday-school  at- 
tendance has  been  holding  up  but  we 
continue  to  try  to  increase  our  number. 
Our  group  was  saddened  by  the  death  of 
a  member,  Mrs.  Anna  Royer,  recently. 
Mrs.  Fred  Anderson  and  her  family  pre- 
sented beautiful  floral  tributes  recently  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Fred  Anderson  and  a 
daughter,  Pauline,  who  were  members  of 
our  church.  As  has  been  the  custom  in 
summers  past,  our  church  is  joining  in 
union  services  for  the  summer  weeks. — 
Mrs.  Louis  Turner,   Ottawa,   Kansas. 

Topeka. — At  the  close  of  the  services 
each  Sunday  morning,  our  pastor  has  ar- 
ranged to  have  a  host  and  hostess  at  both 
doors  to  the  church  auditorium  to  give  a 
welcoming  hand  to  each  one  present  and 
especially  to  the  visitors.  Since  our  last 
report,  twelve  persons  have  been  added  to 
the  church  membership.  In  one  of  the 
men's  meetings  Bro.  Dumond  showed 
pictures  he  had  taken  of  Brethren  Service 
work  in  Northern  Iowa.  Our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  10.  In 
the  evening  of  May  17  Mrs.  Clara  K'an  and 
her  little  son,  Kelly,  were  our  guests  and 
Mrs.  K'an  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on 
China.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
began  on  June  5  and  continued  for  two 
weeks  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Leonard 
Lowe.  On  the  evening  of  June  11  Bro. 
John  Bower  of  the  McLouth  church  was 
our  guest  speaker.  The  following  Sunday 
morning  Bro.  Leonard  Lowe  was  our 
speaker  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  Dumond, 
who  was  attending  Annual  Conference  as 
our  delegate.  On  this  same  evening  the 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  children  pre- 
sented their  closing  program.  On  the 
morning  and  evening  of  June  25  our  pas- 
tor's messages  were  reports  of  Annual 
Conference.  We  will  have  no  services  at 
the  church  on  Sunday  evenings  during 
July  and  August  but  will  co-operate  with 
other  city  churches  in  union  meetings  held 
in  Gage  Park.  The  young  people  of  our 
district  held  their  rally  here  the  first  week 
end  in  June  with  Bro.  Harry  Zeller,  Jr., 
of  the  McPherson  church  as  the  guest 
speaker. — Mary  M.  Smith,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Louisiana 
Roanoke. — Our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil meeting  was  held  the  first  Sunday  in 
June.  Plans  for  the  summer  were  dis- 
cussed and  Mrs.  Glenn  Harris,  E.  E.  Butson 
and  David  Bowers  were  elected  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Falfurrias,  Texas.  A  building  com- 
mittee has  been  working  on  improve- 
ments for  our  church  building.  A  new 
sanctuary  has  been  added  and  the  present 
one  will  be  made  into  classrooms,  a  recre- 
ation room,  kitchen  and  rest  rooms.  Much 
of  the  work  has  been  donated.  The  new 
sanctuary  is  ready  for  the  pews  which  will 
be  delivered  the  first  of  August.  In  our 
Sunday  evening  services  we  have  been 
studying  some  of  Paul's  letters  to  the  early 
churches.  Family  camp  was  held  June  28 
— July  2  at  the  camp  grounds  at  Lake 
Arthur  with  Brother  and  Sister  Frank 
Crumpacker;  Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Eby, 
pastors  at  Nocona,  Texas;  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Harvey  Landis,  pastors  at  Falfurrias, 
Texas,  and  Lavone  Widegren,  volunteer 
worker  at  Rosepine,  as  the  leaders  of  the 
camp.  There  were  fifty-five  regular  camp- 
ers with  others  coming  during  the  day. 
Plans  for  the  community  Bible  school  to 
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be    held    in    August    are    being    made. — 
Maurine  Bowers,  Roanoke,  La. 

Maryland 

Myersville. — Bro.  Ira  Petre,  a  missionary 
who  is  on  furlough  from  Africa,  was  a  re- 
cent guest  speaker.  Recently  our  church 
was  remodeled.  The  cost  of  this  project 
was  covered  by  contributions  from  sev- 
eral of  our  Sunday-school  classes  and  two 
special  offerings.  A  rededicatory  service 
for  these  improvements  was  held  with 
Bro.  McKinley  Coffman,  a  former  pastor, 
delivering  the  message.  National  Family 
Week  was  observed  on  May  9  with  a 
covered  dish  supper  to  which  all  of  our 
members  were  invited.  Following  the  fel- 
lowship meal,  Mrs.  George  Detweiler  of 
the  Waynesboro  church  delivered  an  in- 
spiring message.  Our  women's  work  group 
met  in  the  social  room  of  the  church  for 
one  day  of  relief  sewing.  On  Mother's 
Day  a  consecration  service  was  held  for 
six  children.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Lindsay, 
served  on  the  Standing  Committee  of  An- 
nual Conference  this  year.  Several  of  our 
members  also  attended  sessions  of  Annual 
Conference.  Our  children's  day  program 
was  presented  on  June  18. — Jeanette  Rice, 
Thurmont,  Md. 

University  Park. — Our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  12, 
with  Mrs.  Earl  Mitchell  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. Our  communion  service  was  held  May 
21  with  Elder  John  Kneisly  presiding.  Our 
regular  spring  council  was  held  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  presiding. 
Bro.  Ira  S.  Petre,  missionary  to  Africa, 
delivered  an  interesting  message  on  May 
28.  Several  Sunday-school  classes  gave 
$102  to  the  leper  mission.  The  fellowship 
class,  composed  mainly  of  young  married 
couples,  has  sponsored  several  worth- 
while projects  recently  such  as  the 
organization  and  sponsoring  of  our  church- 
school  nursery.  They  also  sponsored  a 
program  of  music  by  the  a  cappella  choir 
of  Bethel  College,  Kansas.  Our  parsonage 
was  dedicated  with  Bro.  Warren  Bowman 
delivering  the  message.  Since  that  time,  a 
large  part  of  our  indebtedness  has  been 
paid.  At  our  last  council  meeting  a  plan- 
ning committee  was  appointed  to  study 
and  prepare  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  building  of  a  new  sanctuary.  These 
plans  are  to  be  presented  at  our  fall 
council.  Our  church  attendance  has 
doubled  during  the  past  two  years  and  we 
are  still  growing  under  the  faithful  guid- 
ance of  our  pastor,  Lee  A.  Weaver.  A 
special  council  was  held  early  in  June, 
when  James  Brumbaugh,  Jr.,  Howard  Og- 
burn,  Herman  Baliles  and  Harold  Smith 
were  licensed  to  the  ministry. — Grace  A. 
Geiser,   College  Park,  Md. 

Nebraska 

Enders. — Our  church  and  community 
were  saddened  by  the  death  of  our  elder, 
Bro.  David  G.  Wine.  The  men  of  the 
church  have  leased  some  land  from  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation  for  a  church  farm 
project.  Over  100  acres  have  been  seeded 
in  oats,  barley  and  corn.  We  have  recently 
had  the  following  films  in  our  church: 
Sunrise  Over  Nigeria,  Answer  for  Anne, 
The  Peacemaker,  The  Calling  of  Matthew 
and  The  African  Prince.  Offerings  for  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and  for  Mc- 
Pherson College  have  been  taken  in  addi- 
tion to  our  monthly  offerings  for  the 
district  and  Brotherhood  funds.  Our  vaca- 
tion church  school,  directed  by  Berwyn 
Oltman,  was  held  May  22 — June  2.  Our 
women's  work  council  has  been  busy  quilt- 
ing, serving  sale  lunches,  mending  relief 
clothing  and  piecing  comforters  for  relief. 
They  meet  one  day  a  month  and  have  been 
giving  money  toward  the  local  church 
budget  in  addition  to  district  and  na- 
tional work.  We  are  happy  to  have  several 
college  students  home  for  the  summer. — 
Miriam  C.  Hoover,  Enders,  Nebr. 

Ohio 

Springfield. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  for  two  weeks  in  June 
with  an  enrollment  of  100.  The  school 
closed  with  an  evening  program  to  show 
the  parents  and  friends  the  handwork. 
The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was 
held  with  Mrs.   Lee   Cole   as   the   speaker. 


The  pastor,  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger,  began  his 
sixteenth  year  of  service  at  the  Spring- 
field church  on  June  1.  The  local  alumni 
of  Manchester  College  conducted  a  Sun- 
day morning  service  in  observance  of  the 
Christian  college.  Mrs.  Sophia  Yeager 
presented  an  electric  roaster  for  the 
church's  use.  Building  fund  achievement 
day  was  held  on  June  25,  with  Bro.  T.  F. 
Henry,  teacher  of  social  science  at  Juniata 
College,  as  the  morning  and  afternoon 
speaker.  The  building  fund  committee  had 
worked  to  get  extra  donations  and  pledges. 
An  effort  is  being  made  to  raise  at  least 
$5,000  for  installing  a  heating  system,  lav- 
atories, etc.,  in  the  basement  before  next 
winter. — Luella  Cordier,  Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Strait  Creek. — Our  church  has  shown  a 
marked  increase  in  interest  through  the 
past  several  years.  The  project  of  raising 
the  church  building  to  a  higher  founda- 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  452.  Wanted:  Doctor  urgently  needed 
in  open  territory  of  "Deep  South."  Breth- 
ren community.  Buildings  available  that 
could  be  used  for  residence,  office  and 
clinic.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  453.  Wanted:  Teaching  position  in 
high  school  in  Brethren  community,  chem- 
istry and  related  subjects.  M.A.  degree; 
teaching  experience.  Thirty-two  years 
old;  married.  Write:  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  22  S.   State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  454.  Wanted:  Caretaker  for  First 
church,  Chicago,  111.  Write:  Mr.  David 
Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago, 
111. 

No.  455.  Wanted:  Dietician,  Brethren 
girl  interested  in  permanent  employment. 
Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W.  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  456.  Wanted:  Laboratory  technician. 
Prefer  Brethren.  Excellent  position  for 
one  interested  in  long-term  employment. 
Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W.  Van 
Buren  St.,   Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  457.  Wanted:  Bookkeeper,  prefer 
Brethren  interested  in  long-term  employ- 
ment. Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W. 
Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  458.  Wanted:  Steward  and  matron 
for  Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  in  South- 
ern Pennsylvania.  Write:  O.  J.  Hassinger, 
Huntsdale,  Pa. 

No.  459.  For  sale:  Corner  lot  in  La 
Verne,  Calif.  Two  blocks  from  church,  six 
blocks  from  college.  Close  bus  and  stores. 
Zoned  for  duplex  or  two  houses.  Write:  L. 
D.  Bosserman,  4442  Larchwood  Place,  Riv- 
erside, Calif. 

No.  460.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  couple  to 
make  their  home  with  a  woman  aged  63 
years.  Man  to  do  outside  work  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  Woman  to  be  com- 
panion and  help  with  the  housework.  One 
mile  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
EUa  S.  Wertz,  809  E.  Main  St.,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

No.  461.  Wanted:  Married  man  to  work 
on  large  dairy  and  general  farm.  Close 
to  Brethren  church,  school  and  city.  Best 
of  working  conditions,  modern  tenant 
house.  Write:  Roy  S.  Miller,  R.  1,  Water- 
loo, Iowa. 

No.  462.  Wanted :  Orders  for  prayer  cov- 
erings any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,  Adrian,  Mich. 


tion  was  successfully  completed  last  year. 
Much  of  the  work  was  done  by  our  own 
members.  We  are  now  installing  a  new 
and  more  efficient  heating  system.  We 
have  morning  preaching  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Sundays.  We  share  our  minis- 
ters, Mary  and  Jacob  Couser,  with  two 
other  churches.  A  very  successful  two 
weeks'  revival  was  completed  on  May  14, 
with  Bro.  Lon  Karns  bringing  the  mes- 
sages. On  June  4  a  group  of  East  Dayton 
young  people  presented  a  skit  based  on 
the  life  and  hymns  of  Fanny  Crosby.  The 
Dorcas  society  met  at  the  church  on  June 
7  to  clean  the  building  and  grounds.  Our 
Sunday-school  outing  was  held  on  June 
9  at  Fort  Hill.— Mrs.  Glenna  L.  Blackburn, 
Hillsboro,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Conewago. — Our  love  feast  was  held  at 
the  Bachmanville  house  on  May  6.  Breth- 
ren Norman  Weaver,  Clarence  S.  Horst 
and  A.  S.  Heisey  were  with  us.  Bro.  Weav- 
er officiated  at  our  evening  service.  On 
May  28  Bro.  Paul  Forney  delivered  a  mis- 
sionary sermon  at  the  Bachmanville  house. 
Our  council  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Bachmanville  house  on  June  1,  with  our 
elder,  Norman  Patrick,  presiding.  Breth- 
ren Norman  Musser  and  Clyde  Weaver  of 
the  ministerial  board  were  with  us  in  spe- 
cial business.    Bro.  Earl  Eshleman  was  re- 


licensed  for  an  indefinite  time.  Brethren 
Roy  Reiber  and  Daniel  Kettering  and  their 
wives  were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
The  Conewago  Sunday  school  presented 
a  children's  day  program  on  June  4,  with 
Bro.  Herbert  Wolgemuth  as  the  speaker. 
The  Bachmanville  ■  Sunday  school  pre- 
sented a  children's  day  program  on  the 
evening  of  June  11,  with  Bro.  Norman 
Weaver  as  the  speaker.  A  young  people's 
conference  was  held  at  the  Bachmanville 
house  June  24  and  25,  with  Bro.  Robert 
Cocklin  as  the  speaker. — Bertha  M.  Shiss- 
ler,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Fairview. — The  women  of  the  church 
made  up  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  new  gar- 
ments for  relief.  They  also  presented  a 
program  on  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day. 
Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  spoke  at  our  all-family 
banquet  on  the  evening  of  May  19.  Our 
community  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
May  31 — June  9  with  four  denominations 
participating.  There  was  an  enrollment 
of  ninety-nine.  The  school  closed  with  a 
program  and  picnic  dinner.  The  dean  was 
Sister  Bertha  Brumbaugh.  Bro.  Homer 
Pheasant  was  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Bro.  Tobias  Henry  expects 
to  be  with  us  in  revival  meetings  Sept. 
3-11. — Mrs.  Homer  Pheasant,  Martinsburg, 
Pa. 

Meyersdale. — Since  our  last  report,  ten 
new  members  were  received  by  letter  and 


For  those  who  are  interested 

in  the  educational  work  of  the  church,  these  new  books 
will  offer  new  horizons 

How  to  Build  Up  Your  Church  School 

Weldon  Crossland 

This  book  is  not  for  those  who  are  interested  in  short  cuts, 
but  for  those  who  are  concerned  with  basic  procedures  in 
enlarging  the  quality  of  the  church  school's  work.  It  tells 
how  to  organize,  how  to  chart  a  course,  how  to  enlist  and 
train  teachers,  how  to  increase  attendance,  and  how  to  do 
many  other  things  that  need  to  be  done.  Price,  $1.75. 

Devotional  Readings  for  Use  in  Schools 

C.  D.  Panlle,  compiler 

An  attractive  selection  of  worship  materials  from  Biblical 
and  non-Biblical  sources.  While  designed  primarily  for 
public-school  teachers,  the  book  will  prove  very  useful  to 
Sunday-school  teachers  and  department  superintendents 
who  must  select  good,  varied  worship  materials  appropriate 
to  many  occasions.  Price,  $2.50. 

The  Community  and  Christian  Education 

Tilford  T.  Swearingen 

Considers  the  place  of  Christian  education  in  various  types 
of  communities — rural  agricultural,  rural  industrial,  county 
seat,  small  city,  large  city,  metropolitan  city.  Following  the 
many  practical  suggestions  given  in  the  book  will  help  make 
your  church  a  still  more  constructive  agency  in  your  com- 
munity. Price,  $2.00. 

Brethren    Publishing    House 
Elgin,     Illinois 


six  by  baptism.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Koontz, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Long,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Niner, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Yoder,  Mrs.  Ray  C 
Vought  and  Earl  M.  Walker  were  installed 
into  the  office  of  deacon.  Bro.  David  Han- 
awalt,  regional  associate  secretary,  led  the 
discussion  at  the  CBYF  meeting  in  our 
church.  Home  and  Family  Week  was  ob- 
served. The  men's  chorus  presented  a 
sacred  concert  at  Westernport  in  the  inter- 
est of  a  new  church  building  there.  The 
director  was  Mrs.  E.  K.  Gnagey.  The  fol- 
lowing Sunday  the  same  program  was 
presented  at  our  morning  worship.  Twenty 
teachers  and  officers  of  our  Sunday  school 
enjoyed  a  discussion  led  by  Blanche  Win- 
gard  of  Windber.  Six  persons  from  our 
church  attended  the  Grand  Rapids  Con- 
ference. They  were  Bro.  I.  C.  Paul,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Gnagey  and  our  three 
young  organists,  Anna  Ruth  Knepper  and 
Lois  and  Esther  Niner,  who  also  attended 
the  music  conference.  A  program  was 
presented  by  the  Kent  a  cappella  choir  of 
the  Kent  State  University  School  of  Music, 
under  the  direction  of  Caro  Carapetyan  — 
Mrs.  Galen  A.  Fike,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Mingo.— Sister  Sara  Shisler,  missionary 
to  Africa,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  Skip- 
pack  one  day  recently.  We  have  been 
holding  special  council  meetings  with  re- 
gards to  the  building  of  a  new  church  at 
Mingo.  No  final  decision  has  been  made 
as  yet.  At  our  regular  spring  council  meet- 
ing Bro.  Wayne  Gottshall  was  elected  to 
the  ministry.  We  wish  him  God's  blessing 
as  he  goes  into  this  new  work.  The  Ever 
Faithful  Bible  class  are  planning  to  sup- 
port our  missionary,  Mrs.  James  Bowman. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  very  busy  the 
past  year.  Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa., 
was  with  us  for  two  weeks  this  spring. 
Two  young  people  were  baptized.  Our 
love  feast  was  very  well  attended  on  May 
20.  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  was  with  us  re- 
cently in  a  Bible  institute.  A  vacation 
Bible  school  is  being  held  at  Skippack  for 
two  weeks.  It  is  well  attended.  Some  of 
our  young  people  expect  to  attend  Camp 
Swatara  —  Mrs.  Paul  List,   Royersford,   Pa. 

Schuylkill.— At  our  spring  council  meet- 
ing we  re-elected  Elder  Harry  G.  Fahn- 
estock  as  our  elder  for  three  years.  He 
was  also  chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Bro.  Fahnestock's  ministry  to 
the  sick  at  home  and  in  the  hospital  is 
much  appreciated.  The  play,  Blessed  Are 
They,  was  presented  by  the  young  people 
at  both  the  Swopes  Valley  and  the  Big 
Dam  churches.  We  again  have  a  100% 
Messenger  club.  On  May  7  the  Conference 
Offering  was  lifted  and  Bro.  Conway  Ben- 
nett delivered  a  missionary  sermon.  On 
May  14  a  Mother's  Day  program  was  pre- 
sented and  in  the  evening  the  young  peo- 
ple had  a  fellowship  supper  for  their 
mothers  with  Mrs.  A.  G.  Breidenstine  as 
the  guest  speaker.  Bro.  A.  G.  Breiden- 
stine of  Lancaster  gave  an  address  on  The 
Signs  of  1950.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
May  20  and  21.  Visiting  ministers  were 
Franklin  Wagaman,  Henry  Becker,  Willis 
B.  Stehman,  Christ  Gibble,  Ira  Gibble,  D. 
W.  Bucklew  and  Wilfred  Stauffer,  who  pre- 
sided. On  May  24  our  elder  and  the  Good 
Will  quartet  presented  the  morning  wor- 
ship program  over  radio  station  WPPA, 
Potts ville.  The  Millersburg  Brethren  in 
Christ  church  chorus  presented  a  program 
of  gospel  songs  at  the  Big  Dam  church  on 
May  27.  On  May  28  the  home-coming  was 
held  at  the  old  Struphours  church  with 
Elder  Frank  Layser  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Music  was  rendered  by  the  male  quartet. 
On  June  11  the  Ebbley  sisters  of  York 
presented  a  musical  program.  Both  Sun- 
day schools  presented  children's  day  pro- 
grams. Our  guest  speakers  were  Elders 
H.  G.  Fahnestock  and  S.  G.  Meyer.  Recent 
guest  ministers  were  Brethren  Iram  Lentz, 
Perry  Sanger,  Peter  Heisey,  S.  K.  Wenger, 
S.  G.  Meyer  and  Joseph  Cassel—  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold Zechman,  Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Shade  Creek.— At  our  last  council  four 
young  men  were  called  to  be  deacons. 
They  will  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 
Three   of   our   churches   are   active   in   the 
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dartball  and  Softball  leagues.  Ridge  was 
in  the  finals.  The  Gahagen  mission  was 
reopened.  It  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leo  McClemens.  All  our  churches  gave 
substantial  gifts  of  food,  bedding,  etc.,  to 
the  old  folks'  home  at  Scalp  Level.  The 
men's  work  of  each  group  has  undertaken 
projects.  The  one  at  Berkey  has  redeco- 
rated the  basement.  Our  women's  work 
groups  are  active.  At  Berkey  much  quilt- 
ing and  making  of  relief  comforts,  layettes, 
etc.,  have  been  done.  They  also  helped  in 
the  repainting  of  the  auditorium  and  the 
Sunday-school  rooms.  The  children  have 
also  carried  out  various  projects.  The  old- 
er groups  in  our  churches  have  responded 
to  relief  calls.  We  have  had  two  evan- 
gelistic meetings,  one  at  Blough  with  Bro. 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm  as  the  evangelist  and  the 
other  at  Ridge  with  Bro.  Clayton  Gehman 
as  the  evangelist.  Our  peace,  temperance 
and  mission  committees  are  planning  serv- 
ices. A  family  night  banquet  was  held  at 
Berkey  during  Family  Week.  The  Bible 
schools  at  Ridge  and  Berkey  were  well 
attended.  One  is  now  being  planned  for 
Gahagen.  Several  of  our  children  and 
young  people  are  attending  Camp  Har- 
mony. The  young  people  of  three  of  our 
churches  are  directing  the  crafts  program 
during  part  of  the  summer.  We  were 
represented  at  Annual  Conference  by 
Brethren  Millard  Weaver  and  Boyd  Leh- 
man. Our  youth  fellowship  has  recently 
been  more  active.  During  the  past  winter 
Bro.  Heinz,  our  pastor,  sponsored  two 
craft  schools  and  plans  to  continue  them 
this  coming  winter. — Mrs.  C.  E.  Frye, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Tennessee 

Pleasant  Valley. — We  held  our  quarterly 
meeting  on  June  18.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  the  elder,  Bro.  Niles  Hilbert. 
Cliff  Garst  and  Mrs.  Abbie  Cox  were 
elected  to  represent  our  church  at  the  dis- 
trict conference,  which  will  be  held  at 
Jonesboro.  We  would  like  to  express  our 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Niles  Dickison,  whose 
father  died  June  14.  Mrs.  Dickison  is  a 
member  of  our  church. — Aileen  Kincheloe, 
Jonesboro,  Tenn. 

Virginia 

Cloverdale. — Plans  are  being  made  for 
building  an  addition  to  our  church  for 
Sunday-school  rooms,  a  banquet  hall  and 
a  nursery.  Choir  robes  were  purchased  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  ladies'  aid 
is  continuing  to  sew  for  relief,  having  an 
all-day  meeting  each  month.  Our  father 
and  son  banquet  was  held  with  Bro.  Mer- 
vin  Martin,  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove 
church,  as  the  speaker.  The  picture,  Salt 
of  the  Earth,  was  sponsored  by  the  CBYF 
with  the  young  people  from  other  churches 
as  their  guests.    On  May  7  our  spring  love 


feast  was  held  with  Bro.  Kenneth  Mc- 
Dowell, pastor  of  the  Blue  Ridge  church, 
presiding.  On  May  10  our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held.  On  Mother's 
Day  two  babies  were  dedicated  and  all 
mothers  present  were  given  a  potted  plant. 
At  the  evening  service  on  May  21  our  two 
German  students,  Marie  Weil  and  Marga- 
rete  Reichelt,  gave  talks  on  differences  be- 
tween life  in  Germany  and  life  in  America. 
Nine  high  school  seniors  were  recognized 
at  the  morning  service  on  May  21.  Our  del- 
egates to  Annual  Conference  were  Breth- 
ren F.  D.  Dove  and  Chester  Harley.  Our 
vacation  Bible  school  will  be  held  July 
3-14.  Our  Conference  Offering  lifted  on 
June  4  amounted  to  $531.26. — Mrs.  Chester 
Snider,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Grottoes. — Our  deacons  made  the  annual 
visit  to  all  of  the  members.  We  decided 
to  continue  the  100%  Messenger  club  for 
another  year.  Our  planning  committee, 
composed  of  eight  members,  meets  once  a 
month  to  make  plans  and  study  the  over- 
all program  of  the  church.    As  an  added 


function,  they  will  serve  in  the  future  as 
a  pastoral  board.  The  women  of  the 
church  recently  sponsored  the  painting  of 
the  floor  and  the  varnishing  of  the  pews. 
The  men  have  made  improvements  on 
the  church  grounds.  Our  revival  will  be 
held  July  2-16  with  Bro.  Cecil  Showalter  of 
Sipesville,  Pa.,  as  the  evangelist.  Special 
music  has  been  arranged  for  each  evening. 
Our  deacons  took  charge  of  the  morning 
worship  service  on  June  18,  while  our  pas- 
tor and  his  wife  were  attending  Annual 
Conference. — Mrs.  Wanda  Bowman,  Grot- 
toes, Va. 

Middle  River. — The  men  of  the  church 
recently  fenced  in  two  adjoining  acres  of 
ground  which  were  purchased  by  the 
church.  The  peace  caravaners  were  with 
us  for  five  days.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Floyd 
Mitchell,  has  held  two  meetings  this  year, 
one  at  the  Oak  Grove  church  and  one  at 
Little  River.  He  and  his  wife  attended 
Annual  Conference,  the  former  being  one 
of  our  delegates.  Jo  Annis  Humbert,  one 
State  of  our  y°unS  people,  was  the  other  dele- 

gate sent  by  the  church.  The  CBYF  also 
partly  financed  another  of  their  group, 
Nancy  Kiser.  In  the  district  work  of  the 
CBYF  several  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended all  or  part  of  the  work  camp  from 
July  2-4  at  the  Little  River  church.  Twelve 
women  attended  the  district  women's 
meeting  at  Bridgewater.  They  have  made 
a  donation  to  the  nurses'  home  to  be 
built  next  to  Bethany  Hospital.  They  have 
also  made  a  donation  of  ten  dollars  for  a 
CARE  package. — Mrs.  Raymond  Moore,  Ft. 
Defiance,  Va. 

Wisconsin 

Stanley. — Our  church  is  growing  in  in- 
terest and  attendance.  Bro.  Miller  moved 
from  the  Stanley  parsonage  to  the  farm 
he  purchased  recently.  Bro.  Dale  Kesler,  a 
consecrated  layman,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
serve  us.  Brother  and  Sister  Oscar  Stern, 
who  attended  Annual  Conference,  came 
through  Stanley  on  their  return  home  and 
gave  us  a  sermon  on  June  25.  Two  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Miller's  daughters,  Bet- 
ty Jo  and  Roberta,  have  been  in  Brethren 
Service  for  a  year  and  returned  to  their 
home  here  on  June  11.  Roberta  served  at 
New  Windsor,  Md.,  and  Betty  Jo  at  Fal- 
furrias,  Texas.  The  Stanley  church  has  a 
representative  at  the  Falfurrias  farm  in 
the  person  of  Conrad  Miller. — Mrs.  Nora 
Winkler,  Stanley,  Wis. 


Welcome,  LiftU .  Frien  d 
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+    To  welcome  new  babies 

in  the  parish,  the  minister  may  leave  this  little  gift  book- 
j  let  with  the  parents. 
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Compiled  by  Edward  and  Ilda 
Ziegler,  this  booklet  contains  a 
message  of  welcome  to  the  new 
baby,  a  prayer  in  the  baby's  be- 
half, pictures,  and  appropriate 
poems. 

The  cover  has  a  full-color  picture 
of  the  Sistine  Madonna  (detail). 
There  are  twenty-four  pages. 
Size,  4  by  6  inches.  Matching 
envelopes. 

15  cents  each;  $1.50  per  dozen 


Brethren    Publishing    House 
Elgin.     Illinois 
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The  people  of  Puerto  Rico,  under 
a  recent  act  signed  by  President 
Truman,  now  have  the  authority 
to  write  their  own  constitution  and 
to  form  their  own  constitutional 
government.  Under  this  new  legisla- 
tion, both  houses  of  the  island  legis- 
lature will  continue  to  be  elected 
by  popular  vote,  but  there  will  no 
longer  be  any  government  executive 
or  judicial  posts  filled  by  appoint- 
ment by  the  United  States. 

Social  action  programs  are  re- 
vitalizing the  German  churches,  says 
James  O.  Supple,  religious  editor  of 
the  Chicago  Sun-Times,  who  is 
making  a  study  of  the  status  of 
religious  organizations  in  Germany. 
Among  the  projects  is  a  strong  labor 
program  which  strives  to  help  the 
worker  to  meet  his  problems  in  the 
framework  of  Christian  ethics  and 
ideals.  The  churches  are  also  at- 
tempting to  alleviate  the  housing 
shortage  by  setting  up  religious 
homebuilding  associations  and  co- 
operatives. Relief  work  among  ex- 
pellees and  refugees  is  another  major 
activity  of  the  German  churches. 


The  bell  of  the  Methodist  church! 
at     Pleasant     Valley,     Conn.,     tolls  j 
daily   at  seven  o'clock,   calling  forji 
a    moment    of    silent    prayer    over  to 
world  conditions.    It  is  intended  as 
an    appeal    for    world    brotherhood  ■ 
and   the    betterment   of   the    world! 
situation  and  as  a  reminder  of  the  | 
individual's     responsibility     to     im- 1 
prove  conditions. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  has  I 

established  eight  Evangelischen  I 
Akademien  whose  aim  is  to  bring  I 
to  the  German  churchgoer"  the  I 
realization  that  the  Christian  re-  I 
ligion  must  be  related  to  social  I 
problems  if  it  is  to  be  vital.  I 
Operated  as  an  adult  education  proj-  I 
ect,  the  institutions  bring  together  I 
over  week  ends  groups  of  laymen —  I 
professional  men  and  workers — for  I 
study  and  discussion  of  the  relation  I 
of  Christian  doctrine  and  the  Bible  I 
to  social  movements  and  everyday  I 
economic  problems.  These  schools  I 
are  in  a  sense  revolutionary  because  I 
religion  in  Germany  has  traditional-  I 
ly  been  isolated  from  the  social 
problems  of  the  day. 


We  wish  at  this  time  to  reaffirm 
our  belief  that  all  war,  no  matter 
how  apparently  good  the  cause,  is 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  divine  love 
as  seen  in  Jesus,  and  that  to  those 
who  seek  to  live  wholly  in  this  spir- 
it and  have  felt  its  life  and  power 
war  is  utterly  denied.  We  believe 
that  in  these  days  especially  war  is 
not  even  an  effective  method  of  na- 
tional defense  and  that  those  na- 
tions, our  own  being  no  exception, 
which  rely  on  it  will  perish  by  it. 
We  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty, 
therefore,  both  as  lovers  of  Christ 
and  of  our  country,  to  urge  all  men 
to  listen  as  never  before  to  that 
spirit  of  divine  love  which  is  present 
in  every  heart  and  to  consider 
whether  it  does  not  command  them 
to  abstain,  at  whatever  personal 
cost,  from  participating  in  this  evil 
and  disastrous  course. 

We  are  humble  before  the  spirit 
of  truth,  and  we  do  not  presume  to 
limit  thai  spirit  as  it  moves  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men  in  ways 
that  are  not  ours.  Bui  we  invite  all 
men,  whether  of  our  persuasion  or 
not,  to  ask  of  themselves  the  follow- 
ing questions: 

1.  Do  we  believe  thai  all  men  are 
equally  children  of  God,  and  thai  he 
cares  equally  for  all,  whether  Amer- 
icans, Russians  or  Koreans? 

2.  In  our  conflicts,   do   we   really 


care  about   the  people  with  whom 
we  are  contending? 

3.  Are  we  fighting  for  our  enemies 
as  well  as  against  ihem,  that  they 
may  come  into  a  fuller  life  and 
knowledge  of  truth? 

4.  Are  we  fighting  merely  because 
our  national  pride  is  at  stake,  and  is 
this  a  motive  worthy  of  children  of 
God? 

America  has  sought  to  create  a 
world  at  which  she  can  live  at 
peace.  But  she  has  tried  to  do  this 
by  making  men  afraid  of  her  weap- 
ons of  destruction.  In  so  doing  she 
has  become  herself  the  victim  of 
fear  and  has  lost  all  freedom  of  ac- 
tion. A  handful  of  men  in,  shall  we 
say,  Moscow  or  Korea  or  Berlin 
can  pull  the  strings  that  jerk  us  into 
action,  can  impel  us  to  submit  our 
young  men  to  military  enslavement 
through  conscription,  can  impel  us 
to  destroy  by  our  own  hand  our  re- 
ligious and  political  liberties.  And 
all  this  because  of  our  reliance  on 
force  and  fear.  But  there  is  a  spirit 
and  there  is  a  power  that  liberates 
from  this  fear.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
truth  that  makes  us  free,  of  the  love 
that  casts  out  fear.  This  spirit  we 
have  known  in  our  own  lives  in 
measure  sufficient  for  our  needs.  To 
it  we  call  you  all." — A  statement  by 
the  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Meeting  of 
Friends. 


1U 
Of  the. 


Harry  K.  Zeller.  Jr. 

Pastor,  McPherson,  Kansas 


All  work  that  is  true  work  is 
regarded  the  same  by  God 


EVERY  man  and  woman  in 
good  Christian  conscience 
ought  to  have  a  work  to 
do,  a  job,  a  vocation,  a  calling — 
if  you  please  —  as  distinct  and 
important  as  that  which  we  used 
to  term  "the  call  to  preach."  He 
should  feel  some  inner  compul- 
sion that  is  inescapable,  some 
interior  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  responsibility  and  duty,  the 
sharp  perception  that  in  the 
whole  vast  complex  scheme  of 
things  there  is  this  job  that  he 
must  do,  that  if  he  does  not  do  it 
and  do  it  well  the  work  of  the 
world  will  be  slowed  down  that 
much  by  his  failure. 


All  work  which  is  true  work 
is  on  a  par  with  God.  The 
ground  in  front  of  the  cross  is 
level.  There  is  no  more  credit, 
I  believe,  in  being  a  good  preach- 
er than  in  being  a  good  wheat 
farmer;  no  difference  in  the 
score  marked  down  for  the  white 
collar  man  than  for  the  ditch 
digger.  All  true  work,  by  which 
I  mean  those  endeavors  which 
are  an  aid  to  personality  and  an 
asset  to  the  social  group,  are 
without  stratification  before  God. 
Indeed,  it  is  quite  possibly  true 
that  the  world  is  crying  more 
desperately  for  good  politicians, 
good  industrialists,  good  assem- 
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bly  line  operators,  good  fruit 
growers,  good  carpenters  than  it 
is  for  good  preachers. 

Now  that  we  are  all  on  a  par 
with  our  fellow  workers  with 
God,  I  would  point  up  the  im- 
portance of  all  work  to  human 
personality.  If  accomplishing 
something  good  is  as  central  as 
we  have  been  suggesting  then 
one  does  not  wonder  that  in  the 
scheme  of  things  work  is  so  es- 
sential to  human  welfare,  not 
only  financially,  but  ethically 
and  morally. 

Some  years  ago  a  survey  was 
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conducted  among  the  thousands 
of  the  employees  of  the  Haw- 
thorne Electric  Company  near 
Chicago,  which  survey  sought  to 
discover  why  men  work.  The 
answer  to  that  one  should  have 
been  obvious — men  work  to  eat 
and  live!  That  may  be  what  you 
think,  as  it  was  what  I  thought, 
but  the  survey  disclosed  that  the 
majority  of  the  workers  felt  that 
work  was  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  stability  and  digni- 
ty of  human  personality.  They 
had  to  work  to  be  men  and 
women! 

You  may  think  your  job  gets 
you  down,  that  you  put  every- 
thing into  it  and  it  gives  you 
little  or  nothing  in  return.  Do 
not  mistake  the  fact  that  your 
work  is  your  boon  as  well  as  it 
is  your  seeming  bane.  Walter 
Lippmann  reminds  us  that  "we 
lean  on  the  man  we  wrestle 
with."  If  your  work  is  about  to 
get  you  down,  consider  what  dire 
consequences  would  come  if  you 
did  not  have  work,  if  you  could 
not  work,  if  you  had  nothing  to 
do.  You  might  go  to  Florida  for  a 
month,  but  after  the  month  was 
up?  You  might  sit  in  grand- 
mother's rocking  chair  on  the 
sunny  side  of  the  porch  and  after 
a  few  months  begin  to  rock,  but 
after  the  few  months  what  then 
would  you  do? 

To  love  one's  work,  to  prefer 
to  do  it  rather  than  anything 
else  under  heaven,  is  the  touch- 
stone of  happiness.  There  is  a 
school  of  psychological  thought 
which  is  enamored  of  the  idea  of 
aptitude  uniqueness.  It  holds 
that  a  man  is  at  his  best  when 
he  is  doing  his  best  at  what  he 
can  do  best.  That  being  true,  in  a 
good  society,  there  is  no  place  for 
unemployment.  "There  is  noth- 
ing so  miserable,  so  devastat- 
ing, so  ignoble,  so  humiliating, 
as  unemployment  —  continuous, 
dreadful,  bad,  black  —  barrel 
unemployment."  Nor  is  there 
room  for  those  who  make  a 
game  of  life,  to  whom  idleness 
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is  a  vocation,  who  live  as  para- 
sites, who  have  been  overtaken 
by  the  anemia  of  frivolous  liv- 
ing, hanging  leechlike  to  the 
body  of  the  common  life. 

We  are  to  be  good  fellow  work- 
ers with  the  Great  Worker.  We 
must  find  our  work  and  do  it 
with  all  our  might. 

But  all  work  and  no  play 
makes  Jack  a  dull  boy.  There 
is  another  factor  in  the  equation 
of  work.  I  prefer  to  call  it  one's 
avocation.  As  a  man  ought  to 
have  labor,  so  ought  he  also  have 
leisure.  As  a  balance  wheel 
for  his  vocation  he  needs  his 
avocation. 

In  our  time  he  needs  it  more 
than  formerly.  The  tempo  of  life 


has  speeded  up  so  drastically 
that  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  the 
body,  the  physical  frame,  could 
long  withstand  the  constant  ap- 
plication to  the  swift  tasks  of 
modern  assembly-line  life  with- 
out relaxation.  In  the  twenty 
years  since  I  went  to  work  with 
my  father's  crew  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  for  a  sixty  to 
sixty-six  hour  week,  transporta- 
tion has  more  than  doubled  its 
speed  and  communication  quick- 
ly flashes  on  and  off  its  signals 
for  change  in  business  and  life. 
This  simply  means  that  the 
speed  of  the  modern  work  proc- 
ess is  such  that  shorter  hours 
and  more  opportunities  for  re- 

Continued  on  page  6 


■ 


f 

sgifc   f 

hSHI 

.  IITillMMllillii 

^mmmmmmm 

'IHili" 


Religious   News   Service 

Though  man  needs  to  work  for  his  own  dignity's  sake,  the  satisfaction 
which  comes  in  seeing  his  work  to  completion  is  largely  absent  in  this 

day  of  specialization 


EDITORIAL 


Brethren  vs.  Christians 

THIS  is  the  season  of  the  year 
when  a  warm  afternoon  and 
the  cry,  "Play  ball!"  will 
rally  a  crowd  of  rooters  behind 
a  local  team.  And  churchgoers 
are  no  different.  You  can  read 
about  the  standing  of  your  team 
in  the  church  league  even  if  you 
seldom  watch  them  in  action. 

When  you  read  the  headlines 
describing  the  local  church 
league,  you  see  some  marvelous 
things.  They  read  something 
like  this:  Presbyterian  Rally 
Nips  Episcopal  Drive;  Baptists 
Reach  Finals  in  Race  With  Meth- 
odists; Lutherans  Wallop  Uni- 
versalists;  Nazarenes  Overcome 
Latter  Day  Saints;  or  even,  St. 
John's  Takes  Lead  From  Holy 
Trinity.  And  according  to  the 
sports  page,  the  Brethren  do 
such  unbrotherly  things  as  "mow 
down"  the  Disciples  or  "nose 
out"  the  Christians. 

We  can  smile  at  the  friendly 
competition  of  the  ball  field  and 
the  vividness  of  sports  reporting. 
But  should  we  not  be  on  guard 
against  letting  the  headlines 
apply  to  competition  in  the 
Lord's  work?  We  do  not  need 
to  contend  with  other  Christians 
in  order  to  give  Jesus  Christ  the 
pre-eminence  in  all  things.  It  is 
he  who  brings  us  together  in  a 
unity  of  faith  and  action.  It  is 
he  who  commissions  us  to  go  into 
all  the  world,  teaching  and  bap- 
tizing in  his  name.  It  is  hardly 
fitting  for  us  to  give  more  than 
a  passing  glance  to  the  score- 
board revealing  statistics  on 
membership.  Every  Christian 
group  should  have  its  innings  all 
the  time.  Our  purpose  is  not  to 
strike  out  another  Christian  but 
rather  to  engage  in  the  kind  of 
teamwork  that  will  make  a 
strong  Christian  witness  in  the 
communities  in  which  we  live. 

There  is  so  much  work  to  be 
done — in  evangelism,  education, 


relief,  temperance  —  so  many 
challenges  to  be  met  in  a  pagan 
world,  that  brothers  in  Christ 
dare  not  waste  their  energy  in 
family  squabbles.  Let  us  direct 
our  creative  imagination,  our 
fighting  faith  and  our  spiritual 
resources  toward  the  redemption 
of  men  and  society.  If  we  our- 
selves have  truly  been  redeemed 
by  Jesus  Christ,  our  task  is  not 
to  shout  louder  than  the  man  in 
the  church  across  the  street,  but 
rather  to  join  hands  with  all  who 
will  join  us  in  reclaiming  our 
neighborhood  for  Christ. 

The  Challenge 
of  Humble  Tasks 

ONE  of  the  specifics  recom- 
mended to  Christians  in 
that  great  chapter,  Romans 
12,  is  to  give  oneself  to  "humble 
tasks."  This  is  good  counsel  for 
present-day  Brethren,  because 
we  are  in  danger  of  concentrat- 
ing our  energies  on  big  plans  for 
remaking  the  world  and  missing 
the  opportunities  of  serving  in 
a  humble  way. 

According  to  the  old  familiar 
King  James  Version,  Paul's  ad- 
vice to  the  Romans  read:  "Mind 
not  high  things  but  condescend 
to  men  of  low  estate."  Perhaps 
we  have  missed  the  point  by 
putting  our  emphasis  on  "con- 
descending" and  forgetting  real- 
ly to  identify  ourselves  with  the 
lowly  of  this  world. 

To  see  what  a  revolution  this 
challenge  might  bring,  read 
again  of  the  way  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  poured  out  their 
lives  in  a  ministry  to  the  social 
outcasts  of  England.  They 
preached  a  gospel  of  personal 
salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
they  started  a  social  revolution 
that  changed  the  course  of  Eng- 
lish history.  We  are  tempted  to 
begin  at  the  other  end.  We  want 
to  change  legislation,  hoping  that 
better  living  and  working  condi- 


tions will  change  the  hearts  of 
men.  But  no  revolution,  Chris- 
tian or  otherwise,  is  started  at 
the  top.  As  Christians  we  shall 
want  to  work  at  all  levels,  high 
and  low,  praying  and  working 
that  our  energies  may  help  move 
the  world  in  the  direction  of 
God's  kingdom. 

But  our  greatest  challenge  and 
our  best  opportunities  lie  in 
humble  service  among  men  of 
low  estate.  That  is  where  Jesus 
spent  most  of  his  time.  He  did 
not  refuse  invitations  to  a  Phar- 
isee's table,  nor  did  he  decline 
a  chance  to  talk  with  a  king.  Yet 
primarily  he  ministered  to  the 
lowly — fishermen,  farmers,  shep- 
herds and  many  with  less  credit- 
able occupations. 

What  of  his  church  today? 
Having  begun  as  movements 
among  the  workers  and  farmers, 
our  denominations  have  often 
moved  away  from  those  who 
were  of  low  estate,  gradually 
establishing  a  following  among 
the  business  and  professional 
folk  and  building  big  churches 
in  the  suburbs.  We  Brethren 
have  stayed  closer  to  the  farm, 
if  not  to  the  factory.  But  we 
have  not  found  it  easy  to  min- 
ister to  some  segments  of  the 
population  in  the  low  estate.  We 
have  too  quickly  sniffed  on  en- 
tering smoke-filled  rooms  and 
we  have  turned  our  aversion  to 
bad  habits  against  those  who 
practiced  them. 

What  is  needed  is  not  a  studied 
condescension  to  those  whose 
tastes  are  lower  than  ours,  but 
a  real  interest  in  persons  and  a 
desire  to  serve  them.  Specifical- 
ly we  need  ministers  who  will 
work  in  factories  side  by  side 
with  men  who  want  Christ.  We 
need  laymen  who  do  not  move 
away  when  their  neighborhood 
becomes  rowdy  but  attempt  to 
redeem  it.   We  need  church  fel- 
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lowships  that  are  willing  to  sac- 
rifice some  of  the  pleasures  of 
suburban  living  for  a  season  in 
order  to  bring  new  life  to  the 
masses  who  swarm  around  the 
church  buildings  we  are  tempted 
to  sell. 

We  can  give  our  lives  to  the 
highest  even  while  we  live 
among  those  of  low  degree.  That 
is  the  challenge  we  face,  to  guard 
against  our  churches  becoming 
class  churches  lest  they  exclude 
the  hurt,  the  lost  and  the  suffer- 
ing whom  Jesus  came  to  save. 


His  Will  on  Earth 

BECAUSE  Arthur  Nash,  a 
clothing  manufacturer,  in- 
sisted on  applying  the 
Golden  Rule  throughout  his  fac- 
tory, his  business  increased  so 
that  at  his  death  in  1927  over 
three  thousand  employees  were 
working  in  his  firm.  In  his  fac- 
tory they  used  to  hold  prayer 
meetings  in  which  they  para- 
phrased part  of  the  Lord's  Prayer 
to  read,  "Thy  will  be  done  in 
this  factory,  as  it  is  done  in 
heaven." 

Why  not  make  your  own  appli- 
cation of  that  same  phrase  this 
week?  Try  it  out  in  your  own 
surroundings.  Pray  that  God's 
will  might  be  done  in  your  of- 
fice, in  your  kitchen,  in  the  fields, 
at  the  workbench,  in  the  class- 
room, in  the  drugstore  and  across 
the  sales  counter.  God's  will  can 
become  effective  in  our  daily 
lives  to  the  extent  that  we  con- 
sciously and  willingly  seek 
his  way  and  follow  it.  Let  us  not 
only  repeat  the  prayer  of  dis- 
cipleship.  Let  us  also  practice 
the  obligations  it  lays  upon  us. 
In  so  doing  we  help  to  answer 
the  prayer  of  the  Master,  that  his 
will  may  be  done  here — where 
we  live  each  day — as  it  is  in 
heaven. 

The  practice  of  not  only  the 
Golden  Rule,  but  every  good 
New  Testament  rule,  will  help  to 
achieve  God's  will. 
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The  Work  of  the  World 

Continued   from   page   4 

laxation  during  those  hours  must 
be  provided,  if  the  workman  is 
not  to  crack  up  on  the  job. 

An  equally  important  reason 
for  the  need  of  an  avocation  is 
the  way  in  which  a  man's  work 
has  become  specialized.  Most 
jobs  are  now  specialized  down 
to  an  exceedingly  narrow  field. 
I  am  familiar  with  the  operation 
of  a  well-known  watch  factory. 
The  180  major  parts  of  a  watch 
pass  through  1,066  inspections  by 
3,700  operators  on  7,200  ma- 
chines. The  flat  pieces  initially 
were  stamped  out  at  the  rate  of 
100,000  in  eight  hours  and  the 
end  product  must  be  within 
1/600  of  one  percent  in  accuracy 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
market.  Each  operator  works 
one  machine  and  does  but  one 
operation.  This  means  that  each 
operator  works  in  an  almost  in- 
conceivably narrow  field  and 
does  nothing  else  in  his  vocation 
except  that  one  function  for 
which  he  is  responsible. 

The  lure  of  being  a  good 
craftsman  is  difficult  for  the 
modern  workman  to  achieve.  He 
needs  to  work  for  his  own  digni- 
ty's sake  but  the  tangible  satis- 
faction which  comes  in  seeing  his 
work  to  its  completion  is  largely 
absent. 

One  of  the  ways  in  which  he 
can  narrow  down  the  gap  be- 
tween his  efforts  and  the  finished 
product  is  to  discover  the  cre- 
ative tangible  ways  in  which  his 
avocation  can  make  him  a  good 
workman.  In  the  craft  shop  he 
can  develop  skills  of  a  creative 
character  which  the  specialized 
job  will  never  reveal.  His  hobby, 
rather  than  hobbling  his  work, 
will  help  him  to  understand  his 
role  as  a  true  workman.  One 
need  not  be  limited  to  the  things 
which  he  does  with  his  hands. 
The  whole  stimulating  world  of 
recreation  can  be  an  avocation 
which  recreates  the  wrecks  of 
the  tempo  of  modern  society. 
The  collectors,  whose  activities 


widen  the  scope  of  knowledge: 
and  give  a  tangible  evidence  to 
the  value  of  an  avocation,  may 
run  the  gamut  from  pinheads  tol 
white  elephants. 

And  now  that  the  age  span  life  1 
is  increasing  so  grandly  and  thel 
preparation  period  of  life  being 
extended  so  broadly,  the  number 
of  working  years  is  being  nar- 
rowed down.  Men  need  prepara- 
tion for  vocation.  They  also  need 
preparation  for  retirement. 

But  both  avocation  and  voca- 
tion would  mean  little  if  life  did 
not  have  its  inspiration.  If  one 
believes  that  everything  is  going 
to  the  dogs,  that  all  his  work  is 
water  over  the  dam,  that  his  la- 
bor is  headed  down  the  drain  of 
time,  that  it  will  be  lost  like 
water  in  the  rathole  of  progress, 
or  blown  up  like  the  time  bomb 
of  destruction  he  will  have  little 
heart  for  work  or  for  play,  for 
labor  or  for  leisure.  Why  build 
up  a  business  if  in  the  end  it 
will  be  blown  to  bits?  Why  be- 
come proficient  in  crafts  if  in  the 
end  personality  is  but  the  pris- 
oner of  time? 

The  true  workman  needs  the 
faith  that  God  who  made  the 
world  will  continue  his  work, 
that  he  will  lift  up  the  sun  each 
morning,  that  he  will  guarantee 
the  steadfastness  of  the  constel- 
lations in  their  sweep  through 
the  depths  of  space;  that  he  will 
assure  the  unvarying  sequence 
of  the  seasons  with  their  plant- 
ing and  their  reaping;  that  he 
will  continue  the  unending 
throbbing  of  the  atom,  the  cease- 
less pulsing  of  cells;  that  he  will 
egg  on  the  constant  activity  of 
ants  and  bees  and  birds;  inspire 
small  children,  gracious  women 
and  great  men.  A  man's  work 
will  pall  and  his  avocation  grow 
pale  if  he  is  not  assured  that 
there  shall  be  no  curtailment  in 
the  work  of  the  titanic  Worker 
of  all  time  whose  Son  said,  "My 
Father  worketh  still." 


"To  aspire  to  live  quietly,  to  mind  your 
own  affairs,  and  to  work  with  your 
hands." 


Salt  and  Peace 


R.  H.  Miller 

Manchester  College,  Indiana 


"Salt  is  good;  but  if  the  salt  hath  lost  its  saltness,  wherewith  will 
you  season  it?  Have  salt  in  yourselves  and  be  at  peace  with  another" 


THE  title  of  this  paper  is  a 
rather  strange  combination 
— salt  and  peace.  This  verse 
had  not  been  especially  mean- 
ingful to  me  until  quite  recently. 
I  think  I  see  some  light  now 
which  may  be  worth  a  little 
space  in  the  Messenger. 

"Everyone  shall  be  salted  with 
fire."  To  salt  with  salt  or  to 
burn  with  fire  would  not  be  puz- 
zling; but  to  salt  with  fire,  this 
is  unusual.  In  the  Near  East 
the  elements  of  salt  and  fire  are 
especially  potent.  In  proper 
measure  they  are  essential  to 
life;  when  unmeasured  and  ill- 
used  they  destroy  life.  So  with 
God's  grace.  It  is  meant  to  save, 
but  if  we  thwart  its  purpose  we 
use  it  to  destroy  ourselves.  "Ev- 
eryone shall  be  salted  with  fire." 
Sooner  or  later,  in  this  life  and 
in  the  next,  we  must  square  our 
living  with  the  absolute  right- 


eousness and  will  of  God.  Salt 
and  fire  spread  life  or  death  over 
the  landscape.  God's  law  and 
love  are  the  means  of  life  but, 
to  rebellious  hearts,  of  death. 

Jesus  next  speaks  the  worth- 
lessness  and  hopelessness  of  a 
life  from  which  the  flavor  of 
salt  is  gone.  "If  the  salt  hath 
lost  its  saltness  wherewith  will 
you  season  it?"  You  will  recall 
his  words  recorded  elsewhere, 
"It  is  thenceforth  good  for  noth- 
ing but  to  be  cast  out  and  trod- 
den under  the  feet  of  men."  By 
salt  Jesus  refers  to  that  potent 
and  vital  quality  which  makes 
life  significant.  The  man  who 
has  it  is  not  a  leaf  in  the  wind, 
a  bit  of  refuse  on  the  waves.  He 
stands  against  the  current;  he 
isn't  tossed  about  by  every  wind 
that  blows.  He  is  not  insipid  like 
saltless  food. 

Here  follow  the  words  of  our 


title:  "Have  salt  in  yourselves 
and  be  at  peace  with  one  anoth- 
er." This  is  the  kind  of  peace 
worth  having.  It  is  not  the  peace 
enforced  by  a  strong  man  who 
pushes  others  around.  It  is  not 
the  peace  of  a  home  where  papa 
makes  all  the  decisions  and  no- 
body else  dares  peep.  Such  a 
peace  is  the  denial  of  brother- 
hood and  human  worth.  There 
is  no  respect  for  personality  in 
it.  It  dwarfs  and  deadens  the 
souls  of  men.  This  is  not  the 
peace  that  Jesus  wants. 

Be  salty  and  peaceful!  Let 
men  stand  up  and  be  counted; 
let  them  speak  out  their  convic- 
tions in  as  clear  and  forceful  lan- 
guage as  they  can.  Let  them  do 
their  best  to  establish  their  be- 
liefs. Let  people,  in  the  words 
of  our  text,  "have  salt  in  them- 
selves." 

"But  let  them  be  at  peace  with 
one  another."  There  is  high  chal- 
lenge here.  We  are  to  unite 
strong  outspoken  conviction  with 
warm  and  joyful  fellowship.  Let 
our  differences  be  weighed  and 
shared  in  an  atmosphere  of  good- 
will; the  wisdom  thus  arrived 
at  will  exceed  the  wisdom  of  any 
individual.  Do  we  have  sufficient 
conviction,  charity  and  clear- 
headedness to  "have  salt  within 
ourselves  and  to  be  at  peace  with 
one  another"?  This  is  Jesus' 
ideal  of  Christian  fellowship. 


HILLS 

May  Allread  Baker 

Arcanum,  Ohio 

I  will  lift  up  my  eyes  to  where  the  hills. 
Fold  on  green  fold,  in  quiet  beauty  rise 
Tree-crowned  and  ancient,  reaching  for  the  skies. 
While  peace  and  courage  all  my  being  fills. 

These  mighty  works  of  God — their  majesty — 
Gives  us  new  strength  to  meet  life's  toil  and  care. 
Since  time  began  they  lift  their  summits  there. 
And  shall  endure  for  all  eternity. 

Shaming  our  petty  jealousies  and  strife. 
Our  greed  for  gold,  and  lust  for  earthly  power. 
Naught  but  the  simple,  rugged  things  of  life — 
The  good  and  pure — survive  our  little  hour. 

This  is  the  benediction  hills  bestow: 

Giving  their  strength  and  peace  to  us  below. 
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LABOR  SlINDAY  MESSAGE 


LABOR   DAY    1950    finds   us 
living  in  a  period  which  is 
putting  our   economic   sys- 
tem   and    our    democracy   to    a 
severe  test.    There  is  a  sense  of 
fear,  of  uncertainty,  all  over  the 
world.   Among  nations  we  have 
neither  peace  nor  war,  and  with- 
in our  own  country  frequent  re- 
currence    of     industrial     strife. 
Ours    is    a    busy    and    confused 
world   of  business   and  politics 
and    of    continual    struggle    for 
national,  group,  and  personal  se- 
curity.   In   it  the   churches  are 
challenged    to     proclaim    more 
convincingly  than  ever  the  eter- 
nal truths  of  the  Christian  faith 
in  language  familiar  to  laymen 
and  relevant  to  the  common  life. 
Science  has  shown  us  how  to 
split  the  atom  with  devastating 
results  and  we  may  now  be  on 
the  verge  of  creating  a  weapon 
of  even  greater  destructiveness. 
But  millions  of  workers  around 
the  world  have  learned  through 
suffering  that  we  have  found  no 
adequate   way   to   feed   hungry 
people  even  when  food  surpluses 
are  being  destroyed.   These  sur- 
pluses,   however,    must    be    re- 
garded   in    significant    part    as 
artificial,   since   the   problem   is 
largely  one  of  balance  between 
the   food   we   produce   and  the 
incomes  of  those  who  would  con- 
sume   it.     Despite    all    our    re- 
sources, we  have  not  been  able 
to  meet  even  the  basic  needs  of 
many   people   at   home   and  of 
millions  throughout  the  world. 

There  are  those  who  would 
have  us  believe  that  insecurity 
and  suffering  are  the  price  that 
we  must  inevitably  pay  for  free- 
dom. But  the  Christian  can  nev- 
er accept,  the  doctrine  that 
unemployment  and  hunger  are 
inevitable  any  more  than  he  can 
accept  the  doctrine  that  war  is 


Harold  M.   Lambert 

All  Christians  are  called  to  honor  God  daily  in  love  to  their  neighbors 
through  their  different  vocations 
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inevitable.  Men  can  live  nobly 
even  in  want  and  adversity,  but 
no  man  can  live  nobly  who  is 
responsible  for  keeping  another 
in  that  condition. 

We  have  a  justifiable  pride  in 
the  freedom  of  the  economic  sys- 
tem which  prevails  in  our  coun- 
try today  and  in  the  tremendous 
achievements  of  American  in- 
dustry. However,  at  the  present 
time  our  economy  is  in  part  be- 
ing maintained  at  a  high  level 
of  production  and  employment" 


by  expenditures  for  national  de- 
fense to  which  a  substantial  pro- 
portion of  our  energies  is  being 
diverted.  This  is  a  challenge  to 
the  Christian  conscience.  We 
must  never  allow  our  economy 
to  become  habitually  dependent 
on  artificial  supports  of  this  kind. 
Rather,  we  must  strengthen  and 
improve  those  elements  of  our 
economic  system  which  will  en- 
able us  to  maintain  continued 
high  levels  of  employment  and 
productivity  without  such  sup- 


ports.  To  do  this  we  must 
declare  unremitting  war  on 
poverty,  ignorance,  greed  and 
prejudice. 

The  present  world  crisis  sum- 
mons us  as  never  before  to  bring 
our  practices  closer  to  our  Chris- 
tian ideals.  To  stress  the  value 
of  Christian  brotherhood  and 
co-operation  on  Sunday,  while 
we  live  under  less  exacting 
standards  during  the  week,  cre- 
ates inner  spiritual  conflict.  At 
best,  our  working  life  involves 
moral  tensions.  Unless  we  con- 
tinually seek  to  make  the  con- 
victions we  hold  as  Christians 
operate  in  the  work  that  is  our 
livelihood,  we  invite  moral  de- 
cay. As  Christians  we  must  rec- 
ognize Christ  as  Lord  and  Master 
over  every  department  of  our 
lives,  whether  we  are  employers 
or  employees,  housewives  or 
farmers. 

Millions  of  American  workers, 
including  large  numbers  from 
organized  labor,  are  church 
members.  And  yet,  aside  from 
them,  few  church  people  under- 
stand the  problems  of  wage 
earners.  Few  church  people  re- 
alize that  the  labor  movement 
through  development  of  the  co- 
operative spirit  has  helped  ad- 
vance human  welfare.  Few 
church  people  are  familiar  with 
the  struggle  of  organized  labor 
to  raise  standards  of  living  for 
its  members,  their  families  and 
all  workers.  Few  church  people 
are  familiar  with  labor's  contri- 
bution to  industrial  progress 
and  peace  through  collective 
bargaining. 

True  Christianity  is  always 
prophetic.  The  early  church  ac- 
quired influence  with  the  people 
by  stirring  the  imagination  of 
those  who  longed  for  a  fuller 
life.  Here  in  America,  church- 
men were  among  the  first  to 
challenge  slavery  and  poverty. 
And  churches  today  have  com- 
mitted themselves,  through 
many  agencies  and  in  many  ac- 
tivities, to  correct  injustice  in 
our  social  order  and  to  support 
the  just  aspirations  of  labor.   At 


the  same  time,  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  degree  of  freedom  for 
individuals  and  groups  that  we 
cherish  in  our  economic  life,  the 
churches,  which  include  within 
their  fellowship  both  employers 
and  employees,  need  to  oppose 
abuses  of  economic  power  by 
labor  as  well  as  management. 

Every  person  has  a  calling  to 
serve  God  unselfishly  in  some 
useful  occupation.  All  Christians 
are  equally  called  to  honor  God 
daily  in  love  to  their  neighbors 
through  their  different  voca- 
tions. Every  useful  occupation, 
be  it  that  of  wage  earner,  busi- 
nessman, or  minister,  can  be  an 
expression  of  a  person's  will  to 


serve  God  and  his  fellow  men. 
Our  Lord  taught  his  disciples 
to  pray:  "Thy  kingdom  come, 
they  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
is  in  Heaven.  Give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread."  He  recognized 
the  material  needs  of  man.  Jesus 
never  divorced  man's  worship 
from  his  daily  living  as  a  child 
of  God.  He  expected  Christians 
to  relate  their  life  to  God's  provi- 
dence and  to  his  kingdom.  He 
left  us  no  blueprint  for  a  social 
system,  but  he  gave  us  the  law 
of  love  by  which  the  whole  of 
our  life  is  to  be  measured.  "The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  be- 
come the  kingdom  of  our  God 
and  of  his  Christ." 


Thinking  About  the  News      Desmond  w.  Buunget 


The  Human  Element 

A  SHORT  time  ago  an  airplane 
on  a  routine  flight  to  the  West 
Coast  disappeared  over  Lake 
Michigan  with  fifty-six  persons  on 
board.  No  word  of  warning  had 
been  given  thai  difficulty  was  being 
experienced.  When  the  airplane  was 
due  at  its  scheduled  landing  place  it 
did  not  appear.  Searching  planes 
found  oil  slick  in  Lake  Michigan  and 
bits  of  debris  later.  Fifty-six  people 
were  gone,  without  opportunity  to 
leave  any  last  messages. 

This  was  the  worst  airplane  wreck 
in  American  aviation.  Worse  ones 
had  occurred  elsewhere  in  the  world. 
About  a  year  ago  an  airplane  crashed 
over  England  with  a  larger  loss  of 
life.  Some  time  before  that  an  air- 
plane had  crashed  over  India  with  a 
tremendous  loss  of  life.  Just  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  accident  over 
Lake  Michigan  an  airplane  hauling 
Puerto  Ricans  to  the  harvest  fields 
of  Michigan  had  crashed  over  the 
open  sea  with  a  high  loss  of  life. 

Not  long  ago  I  asked  the  director 
of  an  air-landing  strip  why  it  was 
that  with  improved  machinery  and 
improved  landing  facilities  there 
was  still  a  high  rate  of  airplane 
accidents.  His  reply  was  direct.  He 
said,  "It  is  due  almost  totally  to  the 
human  element.  It  is  not  that  the 
machinery  gives  way  or  the  radar  or 
automatic  landing  equipment  is 
inadequate;  it  is,  rather,  that  when 
it  becomes  necessary  for  the  pilot 
to  make  a  split-second  decision  upon 
which  hangs  the  life  or  death  of  his 
passengers    he    is    inadequate."      I 


asked  him  why  this  was  true  and 
he  said,  "There  are  several  con- 
tributing factors.  High  among  them 
is  the  dulling  of  the  menial  faculties; 
by  alcohol  and  by  cigarettes.  A 
contributing  factor  also  is  the  con- 
fused unrelaxed  state  of  civilization 
in  which  we  live." 

He  said  further  thai  the  mechanics 
of  aviation  will  be  developed  to 
greater  perfection,  but  that  always 
somewhere  at  the  center  of  the 
machinery  there  must  be  a  human 
element.  As  this  human  element 
becomes  more  dependable  life  will 
become  more  secure.  As  the  human 
element  becomes  less  dependable 
our  highly  concentrated  mechanical 
inventions  become  instruments  of 
death  not  only  for  one  person  but 
for  many  people. 

The  scientists  are  working  on  the 
mechanics.  The  religious  leaders 
must  work  upon  the  human  element. 
God  can  make  if  dependable.  With 
God  in  the  picture  the  mind  of  man 
can  develop  mechanics  toward  safely 
and  progress.  With  God  out  of  the 
picture  the  mind  of  man  can  develop 
mechanics  toward  death  and  destruc- 
tion. This  is  true  concerning  the 
implements  of  war  which  man 
invents.  It  is  true  also  concerning 
implements  of  speed  and  progress 
which  he  invents;  when  the  human 
element  gives  way  they  also  become 
instruments  of  death. 

The  world  needs  God.  As  it 
develops  and  advances  it  needs  him 
more  and  more. 
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Top:  The  N.  V.  Kamper  Emaille- 
fabricken  i-lant  at  Kampen,  The 
Netherlands.  Bottom:  At  work 
with    American    made    machines 

Pictures  supplied  by  the  author 

Miss  Mohler,  who  is  in  the  Paris 
office  of  the  ECA,  writes  in  intro- 
duction to  her  story  of  the  Dutch 
factory  the  following: 

On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
where  the  political,  economic 
and  humanitarian  impacts  of  the 
Marshall  Plan  are  felt,  we  have 
access  sometimes  to  experiences 
which  enable  us  to  see  into  the 
lives  of  European  workers  which 
the  study  of  statistical  reports 
cannot  show.  This  report  by  Lee 
R.  Smith,  chief  of  the  labor  divi- 
sion, ECA  mission  to  the  Nether- 
lands for  use  in  American  labor 
journals  tells  the  story  of  one 
Dutch  factory,  its  success,  and 
the  reasons  for  it.  We,  adminis- 
tering the  Marshall  Plan  abroad, 
feel  that  the  story  deserves  an- 
other audience  in  addition  to 
that  reached  by  labor  publica- 
tions. Americans  who  carry  the 
spirit  of  brotherhood  with  them 
in  their  daily  lives  and  in  their 
association  with  their  fellow 
men  will  find  a  link  of  solidarity 
with  their  brothers  across  the  sea 
'who  have  lived  in  a  small  coun- 
try particularly  ravaged  by  the 
last  war,  but  who  have  still  kept 
faith. 


"AfGood  Spirit  Is  the  Strongest  Bond" 


NINETY-EIGHT  years  of 
good  relations  between  an 
employer  and  his  employ- 
ees is  the  enviable  record  of  the 
N.  V.  Kamper  Emaillefabricken, 
Kampen,  Netherlands.  Kampen 
is  one  of  the  oldest  cities  in 
the  Netherlands.  When  it  was 
founded  on  the  shores  of  the 
Zuider  Zee  the  principal  occupa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  was  fish- 
ing. In  later  years  as  the  land 
from  the  Zuider  Zee  was  re- 
claimed it  became  an  inland  city 


10 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Mary  E.  Mohler 


and  the  people  who  had  formerly 
been  fishermen  had  to  secure 
other  means  of  employment. 

In  1851,  Mr.  H.  Berk,  a  Dutch 
mechanic,  established  a  work- 
shop there  and  started  the  man- 
ufacture of  household  articles 
from  sheet  iron  and  copper.  In 
those  early  days  there  were 
three  employees  and  the  owner 
worked  on  the  bench  alongside 
them.  His  sons  continued  to  op- 
erate the  plant  after  their  fa- 


ther's passing.  They  were  also 
artisans  and,  therefore,  under- 
stood thoroughly  the  duties, 
requirements  and  aspirations  of 
the  men  in  their  employ. 

The  plant  expanded  steadily 
until  by  1890  there  were  fifty 
employees.  As  early  as  1900  the 
management  and  a  small  dele- 
gation of  employees  formed 
a  labor-management  committee, 
meeting  monthly  to  discuss  all 
matters  relating  to  the  interest 
of  the  workers  such  as  hours  of 
service,  wages  and  shifts,  vaca- 
tions and  sick  leave.   These  and 


other  similar  problems  were  al- 
ways worked  out  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  employees  and 
management.  The  workers  affili- 
ated with  a  trade  union  organi- 
zation in  1911.  During  the  period 
of  German  occupation  the  labor 
unions  went  out  of  existence. 
However,  the  workers  saw  a 
need  for  an  organization  to  help 
the  Netherlands  rebuild  its  econ- 
omy and  they  affiliated  with  the 
Christian  National  Trade  Union. 
Membership  in  the  union  in- 
creased rapidly  after  the  libera- 
tion. In  1948  the  personnel  of 
the  plant  numbered  over  800 
workers,  virtually  every  em- 
ployee organized. 

Some  of  the  more  important 
factors  in  their  social  policy  have 
been: 

1.  The  payment  of  full  wages 
to  all  employees  during  illness. 

2.  The  inauguration  of  a  pen- 
sion program  which  provided  for 
the  retirement  of  employees  at- 
taining the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  At  the  same  time  the 
company  held  itself  responsible 
for  the  support  of  widows  and 
orphans. 

3.  Payment  of  higher  than  pre- 
vailing wages  in  comparable 
industries  and  assurance  to  em- 
ployees of  steady  employment  as 
a  security  measure.  During 
World  War  I,  when  the  works 
were  practically  closed  down  for 
lack  of  fuel,  all  employees  were 
paid  their  wages  every  week. 
The  same  treatment  was  ac- 
corded to  employees  of  this  com- 
pany while  the  plant  was  shut 
down  during  World  War  II. 

4.  Paid  holidays  have  been 
provided  during  the  past  fifty 
years. 

Following  an  old,  established 
tradition,  the  employees  of  the 
company  gathered  together  for 
a  gala  dinner  meeting  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  120  members  of 
the  staff  who  had  given  periods 
of  25  to  40  years  of  service  to 
the  company. 

In  the  main  address  of  the 
evening,  Mr.  H.  H.  Drenth,  rep- 
resenting the   workers,   pointed 


out  that  when  such  a  large  group 
of  people  spend  a  substantial 
portion  of  their  lives  in  the  fac- 
tory there  must  be  a  special 
reason.  An  ideal  relationship 
must  exist  between  the  employ- 
er and  an  employee  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  in  ninety-eight 
years  of  existence  not  a  single 
labor  dispute  has  occurred. 

Developing  the  thought  fur- 
ther, he  emphasized  that  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  had  as- 
sumed concrete  form  in  the  ex- 
istence of  factory  committees. 
Regarding  the  general  labor  con- 
dition, a  permanent  consultation 
and  good  understanding  exists 
between  the  management  and 
the  representatives  of  the  union 
co-operating  trade  organizations 
in  the  metal  industry. 

Management  has  sought  out 
by  means  of  favorable  observ- 
ance of  collective  labor  agree- 
ments new  ways  of  meeting 
competition.  It  has  systematical- 
ly carried  through  labor  classi- 
fication and  a  system  of  rates  and 
it  has  shown  social  justice  within 
the  enterprise  to  full  advantage. 
Even  more  important,  it  has 
worked  to  retain  and,  if  possible, 


expand  working  opportunities 
for  many  hundreds  of  laborers, 
"All  this,"  he  said,  "points  to  the 
fact  that  the  management  has 
comprehended  the  sign  of  the 
times.  The  importance  of  this 
to  the  workers  and  their  families 
cannot  be  undervalued.  There- 
fore, on  this  day  we  wish  to 
thank  the  management  and  may 
congratulate  ourselves." 

His  concluding  words  as  he 
presented  the  awards  for  service 
were:  "Thank  God  first  of  all 
for  giving  you  the  health  and 
the  strength  to  perform  your 
triumphant  work  to  his  greater 
honor  and  glory.  Thank  the 
management  whose  spirit  of  en- 
terprise created  for  you  an  ap- 
propriate working  opportunity 
and  thereby  enabled  you  to  earra 
the  daily  bread  for  yourselves 
and  your  families  in  an  honest 
manner  worthy  of  human  beings. 
May  God  imbue  us  with  the  true 
communal  spirit,  the  spirit  that 
enlivens,  the  spirit  of  justice  and 
mutual  love.  For  this  spirit  is 
the  soul  of  true  relationship  of 
labor  and  forms  the  basis  for 
co-operation  in  the  community 
of  enterprise." 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Peter,  Who  Became  a  Man  of  Power 


At  a  Safe  Distance 

In  his  own  way  Peter  was  intensely 
loyal  to  his  Master.  He  was  often  the 
first  to  assert  his  loyalty  and  to  make 
extravagant  claims.  When  the  test- 
ing time  arrived,  when  the  soldiers 
took  Jesus  away  to  be  tried,  Peter 
did  not  actually  run  away;  he  fol- 
lowed— but  at  a  safe  distance.  And 
so  when  he  was  put  on  the  spot  by 
a  servant  girl's  questions,  he  hedged 
— and  denied  his  Lord. 

We  are  often  in  danger  of  losing 
courage  and  failing  our  Lord  if  we 
follow  him  at  a  distance.  A  close 
fellowship  is  a  source  of  courage. 

Christian  Boldness 

It  worked  that  way  with  Peter  too. 
After  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
his  Lord  he  was  in  the  center  of  the 
growing  church.  He  preached  re- 
pentance at  Pentecost.  He  became  a 
daring  leader  in  the  early   church. 


Now  he  could  stand  fearlessly  with 
John  before  the  Sanhedrin.  He  could 
give  a  public  witness  for  Christ  be- 
fore men  who  would  not  hesitate  to 
take  his  life.  If  you  are  looking  for 
the  secret  of  his  power,  you  can  find 
it  in  the  response  of  the  Sanhedrin. 
They  saw  the  boldness  of  the  Chris- 
tians and  recognized  that  they  had 
been  with  Jesus. 

Whom  to  Obey 

When  it  came  to  a  choice  Peter 
chose  to  obey  God  rather  than  men. 
Now  that  the  drums  of  battle  are 
beating  again,  Christians  will  be 
faced  with  rules  and  regulations  that 
run  counter  to  the  New  Testament. 
Whom  will  you  obey:  the  orders  of 
men  bent  on  destruction,  or  the  com- 
mandments of  a  God  who  would 
save  men  by  loving  them? 
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"As  a  shepherd  seeketh  out  his  flock  in  the  day 
that  he  is  among  his  sheep  that  are  scattered 
abroad,  so  will  I  seek  out  my  sheep;  and  I  will 
deliver  them  out  of  all  places  whither  they  have 
been    scattered    in    the    cloudy    and    dark    day" 


LIKE   UNTO  SHEEP 


IN  EZEKIEL  34: 12  is  a  picture 
of  people  who  have  been  scat- 
tered. Like  sheep  they  have 
rounded  the  hill  away  from  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  shepherd. 
They  have  become  displaced  and 
are  wandering  to  and  fro. 

Long  before  Jesus  came  the 
people  were  awaiting  the  Mes- 
siah as  a  deliverer.  This  passage 
in  Ezekiel,  and  other  similar 
ones,  had  been  read  by  the  Jews 
for  a  long  time  before  Jesus 
came.  They  had  conceived  of 
their  people  as  becoming  scat- 
tered like  a  flock  of  sheep  dis- 
turbed by  a  lion.  Into  this 
dispersion  they  had  believed 
that  the  deliverer  would  come. 
They  had  failed,  however,  to 
conceive  of  the  deliverer  as  a 
shepherd.  They  looked  for  a 
military  ruler  or  a  spectacular 
wonder-working  messiah,  not  a 
shepherd. 

One  day  Jesus  explained  that 
the  faithful  shepherd  knows  his 
own  sheep  and  they  know  him. 
After  carefully  illustrating  this 
teaching  he  announced  that  he 
was  the  Good  Shepherd  who  had 
come  to  deliver  the  oppressed 
and  to  find  those  who  had  been 
scattered. 

On  another  occasion  Jesus 
used  the  figure  of  sheep.  This 
time  it  was  in  reference  to  his 
coming  again.  His  picture  was 
that  of  the  shepherd  deciding 
where  the  sheep  would  sleep  and 
Where  the  goats  should  spend  the 
night  —  the  shepherd  as  judge. 
He  perceived  a  question  in  the 
minds  of  his  hearers  and  pro- 
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ceeded  to  answer  it.  The  ques- 
tion was,  On  what  basis  would 
the  people  be  judged?  His  an- 
swer was  that  in  the  analogy 
the  sheep  would  be  the  ones  who 
had  faithfully  ministered  to  hu- 
man needs  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
To  those  who  have  remained 
faithful  he  will  grant  admission 
into  the  sheepfold.  The  unfaith- 
ful ones  in  his  analogy  would 
be  the  goats.  To  those  unfaithful 
ones  he  will  refuse  admission 
and  will  send  them  away  into 
the  darkness  of  the  outside. 

Then  another  question  arose  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  heard 
Jesus.  How  would  he  fairly  de- 
termine who  were  sheep  and 
who  were  goats?    He  answered 
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this  too  by  saying  that  those  who 
had  ministered  to  human  needs 
in  his  name  would  be,  like  the 
sheep,  worthy  of  entering  into 
the  sheepfold.  Those  who  had 
not,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
be  unworthy  as  are  the  goats. 
This  ministry  consists  of  feed- 
ing the  hungry,  giving  drink  to 
the  thirsty,  considering  stran- 
gers, clothing  the  naked,  visiting 
the  sick  and  those  who  are 
imprisoned. 

To  the  Jews  the  Old  Testa- 
ment scripture  referred  to  was 
familiar  and  yet  they  were  sur- 
prised when  Jesus  came  in  the 
role  of  shepherd.  The  New  Tes- 
tament scripture  is  familiar  to 
us.  Will  we  be  surprised  when 
he  comes  again  in  the  role  of  a 
shepherd  and  divides  the  sheep 
from  the  goats? 


LET  us  look  into  the  frame- 
work of  our  Christian  faith 
as  it  relates  to  violence  and 
nonviolence  to  try  to  discover 
some  clues  that  may  be  a  means 
of  guidance  to  us  in  the  days 
ahead. ' 
Jesus  Christ  is  central 

Jesus  Christ  must  always  be 
central  and  final.  He  is  the  su- 
preme court  of  religion.  All 
Scripture,  all  Biblical  ethics  must 
be  brought  before  the  bar  of 
Christ  to  be  judged.  The  Old 
Testament  is  a  period  of  prepara- 
tion for  Christ;  it  is  not  Chris- 
tian in  itself.  It  is  definitely 
pre-Christian,  and  certainly 
sub-Christian.  Christ  changed 
the  standard  of  ethics  of  that 
pre-Christian  period  and  made 
his  own  word  final.  "Ye  have 
heard  it  said  of  old  time,  .  .  .  but 
I  say  unto  you."  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  final  authority,  before  which 
everything  else  must  be  judged. 

Therefore,  since  this  is  true  we 
Christians  (and  particularly  we 
Brethren  Christians)  will  accept 
everything  in  the  Old  Testament 
that  fits  into  the  mind  and  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  and  that 
which  does  not  fit  into  his  mind 
and  his  spirit,  we  may  reverent- 
ly and  gently  lay  aside  as  belong- 
ing to  that  imperfect  period  of 
revelation.  Therefore,  our 
church  fathers  in  the  founding  of 
our  own  church  were  absolutely 
right  when  they  said,  "The  New 
Testament  shall  be  our  rule  of 
faith  and  practice." 

It  is  very  important  to  under- 
stand the  mind  and  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ,  if  we  are  going  to 
be  Christian  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  term.  And  having  under- 
stood his  mind  and  spirit  in  a 
measure,  we  will  attempt  to 
apply  it  to  all  the  relationships 
of  life,  both  individual  and  col- 
lective. As  the  Apostle  Paul  said, 
"Have  this  mind  in  you  which 
was  also  in  Christ  Jesus."  And 
it  is  expected  of  Christians  that 
they  will  translate  the  mind  of 
Christ  into  the  social  setting. 
The  Mind  of  Christ 

How  shall  we  know  the  mind 


A  Foundation 


for  Peacemakers 


Glen  M.  Bcrird 

Pastor,  Hartville,  Ohio 


of  Christ  on  the  violent  or  non- 
violent way?  Certainly  not  by 
any  one  incident  or  any  one 
Scripture,  but  by  the  whole  life 
and  the  whole  teaching  of  Jesus. 
We  will  best  discover  it  in  that 
life  in  its  entirety.  All  the  way 
from  that  first  starlit  night  when 
the  angelic  host  sang  out  over 
the  hills  of  old  Judaea,  "Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace  to  men  of  good-will" 
(Moffatt),  to  that  final  hour  of 
life  when  he  hung  from  the  cross 
and  looked  down  on  them  who 
had  nailed  him  there,  and  said, 
"Father  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do."  Read 
the  New  Testament,  read  the 
Gospels,  read  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount. 

There  are  some  very  definite 
principles  in  Jesus'  teaching  that 
we  do  well  to  remind  ourselves 
of,  at  this  time:  (a)  The  first 
one  is  love  towards  one's  neigh- 
bor. We  must  remember  that  he 
used  the  term  neighbor  in  a  very 
broad  sense,  (b)  A  second  thing 
to  remember  is  that  Jesus'  teach- 
ing is  in  turn  based  upon  the 
fatherhood  of  God,  who  loves  all 
men  impartially  and  who  has  set 
an  infinite  value  on  every  human 
soul,  who  identifies  himself  with 
the  least,  (c)  And  finally  all  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  must  be  inter- 
preted in  the  light  of  his  own 
way  of  life.  And  above  all  by 
the  cross  which  sealed  all  his 
noble  and  ethical  teaching. 

Jesus  did  not  condone  evil, 
nor  was  he  passive  in  the  face  of 
evil.  He  met  it  head  on,  not  with 
more  evil  but  with  love.  Jesus' 
own  life  and  death  were  the  most 


eloquent  testimony  to  his  way  of 
life.  Christ  would  be  crucified 
for  his  message  of  love,  rather 
than  crucify  that  message  of 
love,  by  resorting  to  violence. 
And  that  spirit  of  love  which 
was  emanated  from  the  cross  has 
challenged  many  to  say  like  the 
centurion  of  old,  "Surely  this 
man  was  the  Son  of  God." 
Doing  evil  that  good  may  come 

There  is  another  point  that 
Christian  people  should  get  clear 
in  their  thinking.  That  is  that 
Christians  may  not  resort  to  evil 
means  to  achieve  a  good  end,  for 
every  time  the  evil  means  cor- 
rupts the  good  and  noble  end.  It 
works  out  that  way  because  we 
attempt  to  twist  a  moral  law  of 
God  to  suit  our  own  ideas  or  the 
expediency  of  the  moment.  It  is 
no  more  inconsistent  for  a  farmer 
to  sow  tares  (Biblically  speak- 
ing) and  expect  to  reap  wheat, 
than  in  the  moral  realm  to  sow 
hatred,  mistrust,  violence  of  war, 
and  expect  to  reap  peace, 
blessedness  and  brotherhood. 
"Whatsoever  a  man  sows,  that 
shall  he  also  reap"  is  a  law  that 
works  in  the  moral  realm  just 
as  surely  as  the  law  of  the  har- 
vest in  the  physical  realm.  It  is 
a  very  hard  lesson  to  learn,  but 
learn  it  we  must. 
Christianity  and  war 

Christianity  stands  for  love, 
peace,  understanding,  tolerance 
truth,  mercy,  tenderness  to 
women  and  children  and  good- 
will toward  men.  War  sets  aside 
all  these  virtues  and  exalts  just 
the  opposite,  and  the  aftermath 
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The  Church   in   the   Political    Field 


Margaret  Novak 

Detroit,  Michigan 


ONE  of  the  first  duties  as 
Christians  is  to  make  our 
influence  felt  in  govern- 
ment and  in  the  formulation  of 
foreign  and  domestic  policy.  We 
have  no  right  to  complain  about 
anything  our  government  does 
unless  each  one  of  us  first  exerts 
himself  to  elect  good  govern- 
mental representatives. 

And  I  do  not  mean  "good"  in 
the  sense  that  that  representa- 
tive shall  be  a  professed  Chris- 
tian. We  have  no  one  in  office, 
I  believe,  who  will  deny  having 
accepted  Christ  as  his  way  of 
life.  All  are  professed  Chris- 
tians. Christ  says,  "I  am  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life." 
Therefore,  we  judge  a  man's 
goodness,  his  closeness  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducts 
himself  in  the  business  of  legis- 
lating for  the  people  of  our 
country. 

When  examining  candidates 
for  office  we  should  listen  to 
their  program,  and  put  them  on 
the  spot  by  asking  them  if  they 
would  work  for  specific  laws 
which   we   favor   as   Christians 


(such  as  fair  employment  legis- 
lation, antilynch  laws,  abolition 
of  poll  tax,  outlawing  of  discrim- 
ination, etc.).  Not  only  that, 
once  having  decided  to  support 
such  candidates,  we  must  check 
on  them  not  only  as  to  their  vot- 
ing records,  but  as  to  the  work 
they  do  outside  of  the  legislative 
hall  for  the  program  they  prom- 
ised to  support. 

We  have  to  begin  to  have  an 
entirely  different  orientation  of 
political  life  and  responsibility. 
We  have  to  begin,  as  Christians, 
to  make  a  legislative  program 
which  we  want  to  see  enacted 
into  law.  We  have  to  visit  our 
congressmen  and  state  legisla- 
tors and  ask  them  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  help  pass  such  laws. 
Then  we  have  to  watch  their  vot- 
ing record  and  their  manner  of 
working  for  such  laws  and  let 
them  know  we  are  checking  up 
on  them. 

Then  we  have  to  begin,  each 
one  in  his  own  voting  precinct 
and  ward,  finding  out  where  and 
when  political  meetings  of  each 
party  takes  place,  going  to  those 
meetings    (assigning  individuals 


of  war  is  almost  as  bad  as  war 
itself.  Starvation,  disease,  re- 
laxation of  sex  standards,  crime, 
the  practice  of  violence  and 
deceit  in  civilian  life  follow. 

Therefore,  if  the  church  is  to 
fulfill  its  mission  in  the  world 
today,  in  making  it  more  possible 
for  individuals  to  live  as  the 
children  of  God,  it  must  abolish 
war,  mankind's  great  enemy. 

Surely  the  person  who  has 
experienced  in  his  own  soul  the 
miracle  of  reconciliation  to  God 
through  the  sacrificial  love  of 
Jesus    Christ    must    feel    called 
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upon  to  follow  the  pathway  of 
reconciliation  in  all  of  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow  men.  There 
is  nothing  easy,  or  cheap  about 
reconciliation.  Love  and  the  way 
of  reconciliation  led  Christ  to  a 
cross.  We  have  no  right  to  feel, 
the  world  being  what  it  is,  that 
we  may  walk  this  way  without 
any  cost  whatever. 

Jesus  said  to  his  fearful  dis- 
ciples after  the  resurrection, 
"Peace  be  unto  you."  Today  he 
would  share  with  us  his  peace; 
his  blessing  rests  upon  the  mak- 
ers of  peace.  "Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God." 


if  necessary)  and  finding  out 
what  each  party  program  is  and 
what  its  candidates  stand  for. 
Within  each  party  group  we  will 
find  splendid  individuals  who 
will  fight  for  certain  things  and 
who  can  be  pushed  to  fight  for 
what  we  want  if  we  are  aggres- 
sive enough,  for  candidates  are 
looking  for  votes. 

If  we  dislike  the  conduct,  the 
smoking  or  the  drinking  going 
on  at  some  political  meetings, 
remember  that  we  have  brought 
this  on  ourselves  by  staying 
away  from  such  meetings  in  the 
past,  and  we  can  change  all  this 
a  great  deal. 

We  must  begin  to  think,  not  in 
terms  of  parties,  but  in  terms  of 
candidates.  We  should  go  to  all 
party  meetings  and  find  out  what 
is  being  planned.  Moreover,  our 
churches  should  have  forums  or 
meetings  of  some  kind  to  which 
various  candidates  should  be  in- 
vited to  present  their  program 
and  definitely  find  out  what  they 
will  fight  for.  Then  each  one  can' 
decide  for  himself  whom  he  will 
vote  for  in  his  own  district. 

On  the  matter  of  various  po- 
litical issues,  the  church  paper 
can  play  a  tremendous  role.  I 
think  each  issue,  during  congres- 
sional sessions,  should  carry  one 
page  which  will  show  the  prog- 
ress of  each  bill  which  our 
church  people  are  interested  in, 
(FEP,  antilynch,  etc.)  and  show 
what  committee  it  is  in,  what 
congressman  to  write  to,  and 
whom  delegations  should  see. 
Every  church  should  have  a  leg- 
islative committee,  and  we 
should  have  one  nationally. 

I  think  that,  before  running 
our  own  candidates  for  office,  we 
should  study  this  more  and  get 
the  experience  of  people  who 
have  run  for  office  in  the  face 
of  the  strongest  opposition  from 
corrupt  elements,  with  only  the 
support  of  the  people  who  work 
devotedly  but  have  little  money. 
We  should  invite  such  people, 
and  there  are  quite  a  few,  to 
come  to  our  Annual  Conference 
and  meet  with  our  national  legis- 


lative  committee  and  give  that 
committee  their  experiences  and 
advice  and  show  how  it  can  be 
done. 

The  Way,  the  Truth  and  the 
Life 

Rebecca   Foutz 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

THE  world  is  still  sick  and 
wounded  from  the  orgy  of 
killing  and  destruction  in 
which  it  has  indulged.  The  need 
for  healing  and  binding  is  still 
beyond  human  computation. 
Billions  were  spent  to  destroy, 
other  billions  will  continue  to 
be  necessary  to  restore,  that  is, 
as  far  as  money  can  do  so. 

While  a  certain  amount  of 
material  havoc  can  be  replaced, 
it  is  the  wounded,  torn  and 
broken  hearts,  minds  and  spirits 
that  will  need  something  more. 
The  healing  oil  of  salvation  both 
for  the  world  and  the  individual 
is  the  deepest  need. 

There  will  be  little  better 
prospect  for  the  future  than 
there  has  been  in  the  past,  unless 
there  is  cleansing  and  redeeming 
of  the  soul.  Hatred  and  revenge 
must  be  overcome.  For  civiliza- 
tion, learning,  science,  culture, 
even  the  form  of  Christianity 
that  does  not  apply  gospel 
teaching,  has  not  been  enough 
to  curb  man's  basest  tendencies. 

Christ  and  his  power  to  change 
hearts,  plus  a  willingness  to  fol- 
low the  way  he  shows  for  man  to 
live  with  his  fellow  men,  is  the 
only  real  hope. 

Christ  always  showed  compas- 
sion for  physical  need.  He  fed 
the  hungry  and  healed  all 
manner  of  diseases.  But  he 
also  always  gave  the  bread  and 
water  of  life.  How  often  was 
repeated  the  scene  portrayed  in 
Matt.  4:  23,  at  the  start  of  his 
ministry.  Then  also,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  people  were 
more  eager  for  physical  help 
than  for  spiritual  sustenance. 

It  was  after  his  resurrection 
that  Christ  gave  what  would 
seem  to  be  an  example  to  his  fol- 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear   Counselor, 

I  was  going  about  my  work  of 
preparing  supper  the  other  evening 
when  a  girl  friend  of  my  eleven- 
year-old  daughter  came  to  the  door 
and  asked  her  to  go  with  her  to 
do  some  shopping.  My  daughter 
doesn't  care  especially  for  this 
friend  at  the  moment  and  evidently 
didn't  want  to  go  along;  so  she  told 
her  she  had  promised  to  bake  a 
cake  for  me  and  couldn't  go  with 
her.  I  was  shocked,  for  I  knew 
nothing  about  the  promise  but  didn't 
say  anything  until  after  the  girl 
left.  When  questioned  about  it  my 
daughter  said.  "What  is  wrong  with 
that?  When  a  man  Daddy  didn't 
want  to  see  came  the  other  day,  he 
fold  me  to  tell  the  man  he  wasn't 
at  home."  How  can  I  counteract 
that  influence? 

A  Mother. 
Dear  Mother, 

You  have  brought  to  light  an  im- 
portant principle  in  child  training, 
that  of  squaring  our  direct  teaching 
with  our  indirect  or  marginal  teach- 
ing. When  we  talk  things  over  with 
our  children  and  tell  them  they 
should  do  thus  and  so,  that  is  direct 
teaching  and  it  is  very  important. 
There  must  be  precept  upon  precept 
in  our  training.    On  the  other  hand, 


the  way  we  act  before  our  children, 
the  attitudes  and  impressions  we 
register,  the  looks  on  our  faces,  our 
gestures,  our  spontaneous  re- 
sponses— these  show  our  children 
what  we  really  believe  and  consti- 
tute our  indirect  or  marginal  teach- 
ing. This  type,  fortunately  or  un- 
fortunately, is  the  more  important 
and  is  of  greater  influence  upon  the 
character  development  of  our  chil- 
dren. We  can  tell  our  child  to  do  a 
certain  thing  or  that  a  certain  way 
is  right,  but  if  we  do  the  opposite 
thing  or  act  the  other  way,  he  will 
not  remember  what  we  said,  but 
how  we  acted.  "Actions  speak  loud- 
er than  words."  I  often  feel  that 
children  have  a  remarkable  gift  for 
looking  past  what  we  say  we  be- 
lieve to  what  we  really  believe.  If 
we  want  our  child  to  make  right 
choices  and  develop  Christian  char- 
acter, we  as  parents  must  live  mo- 
ment by  moment  before  them  what 
we  teach. 

I  believe  you  should  lay  this 
whole  thing  squarely  before  your 
husband  and,  since  he  is  surely  in- 
terested in  his  daughter's  character 
development,  he  will  try  to  be  more 
careful  about  making  his  actions 
square  with  his  teachings. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:   Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


lowers.  At  Peter's  suggestion, 
the  disciples  had  gone  fishing. 
On  their  return,  Christ  met  them 
at  the  lake  shore.  After  his 
seeing  that  they  were  not  with- 
out results  for  their  toil,  they 
found  that  he  had  a  hot  breakfast 
ready.  This  showed  his  concern 
for  normal  physical  needs. 

Then  warmed  and  fed,  he  gave 
the  spiritual  charge,  "Feed  my 
sheep.  Feed  my  lambs." 

There  were  no  doubt  times  in 
the  life  of  Peter,  as  well  as  in 
many  who  came  after  him,  when 
they  went  cold  and  hungry  in 
carrying  out  this  commission. 
They  had  caught  the  vision  of 
the  urgency  of  the  task  and  the 
reality  and  supremacy  of  the 
fact  that  Christ  is  the  way,  the 
truth  and  the  life.  And  there  is 
none  other. 


Faith 

A  MINISTER  speaking  over  the 
radio  the  other  day  mentioned 
the  things  we  could  be  thank- 
ful for  and  then  said,  "I  am  thank- 
ful for  my  faith."  We  take  so  many 
things  for  granted  in  this  world  and 
among  them  our  faith,  our  God-given 
faith.  Do  we  realize  that  many  peo- 
ple do  not  grasp  the  real  meaning  of 
that  precious  faith  which  Christ's 
true  followers  have?  They  know 
that  God  is  still  supreme. 

Faith  and  prayer,  how  the  two  are 
linked!  "The  prayer  of  faith  shall 
save  the  sick,"  and  how  many  sick 
ones  there  are  all  around  us  today 
when  the  hospitals  are  crowded  to 
capacity.  But  "he  is  faithful  that 
promised"  and  we  too  must  hold  on 
to  the  faith  we  have  in  him,  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  who  can  "heal  all  our 
diseases." — Julia  Graydon,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. 
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W.  Russell  Burriss  has  changed  his  address  from 
Fresno,  Calif.,  to  Box  595,  McFarland,  Calif. 

All  business  for  the  1950  district  meeting  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  to  be  held  Nov.  1  and  2  at  the  West 
Greentree  church,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  writing 
clerk,  Jacob  T.  Dick,  Lititz,  Pa.,  not  later  than  Oct.  1. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy,  pastor  of  the  Denton  church,  Md., 
suggests  that  every  pastor  and  elder  should  get  the 
book,  Prayer,  the  Mightiest  Force  in  the  World,  by  Dr. 
Frank  Laubach.  He  also  urges  the  pastors  to  organize 
prayer  cells  to  pray  for  peace,  as  the  book  suggests. 

The  challenge  to  do  over-and-above  giving  for  a 
Christ  fund  from  which  to  meet  our  sacred  obligations 
to  humanity  came  from  Ernest  Wampler's  heart  as  he 
faced  the  Grand  Rapids  Conference.  Special  gifts  re- 
ceived thus  far  indicate  Bro.  Wampler's  impassioned 
plea  is  not  going  unheeded. 

Bro.  Reuel  Prilchell  of  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  will  be 
the  speaker  for  a  young  people's  conference  to  be  held 
at  the  Upton  church,  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa., 
on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  7,  and  all  day  Sunday,  Oct.  8. 
The  leaders  of  the  conference  invite  all  to  come  to  hear 
Bro.  Pritchett  and  to  worship  with  them. 

Amwell  church  at  Sergeantsville,  N.  J.,  will  have  a 
home-coming  day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  10.  The  pastor, 
George  W.  Landis,  will  speak  at  the  morning  service, 
beginning  at  10:30.  The  afternoon  speaker  will  be  Rev. 
W.  Paul  Reumann,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  at 
Lansdale,  Pa.  This  service  will  begin  at  2:30. 

Bupp's  Union  church,  near  Loganville,  Pa.,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  home-coming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  24.  The 
speaker  for  the  morning  service  will  be  Roger  E. 
Markey  of  York,  Pa.;  in  the  afternoon  Robert  Knechel 
of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  will  speak.  The  Codorus  junior 
chorus  and  a  male  quartet  from  Gettysburg  will  furnish 
special  music. 

Williamson  Road  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  dedi- 
cate its  new  structure  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1.  This  congre- 
gation was  organized  about  two  years  ago  and  now  has 
over  100  members.  It  is  the  fifth  congregation  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Roanoke,  Va.  Bro.  Raymond 
R.  Peters  will  deliver  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

H.  G.  Renkewitz,  professor  at  the  Moravian  semi- 
nary at  Bad  Boll,  Germany,  was  a  recent  guest  of  the 
Brethren  Service  staff.  He  spoke  to  all  the  staff  and 
showed  pictures  of  the  work  the  Moravian  Church  is 
doing  in  Germany.  Prof.  Renkewitz  is  a  friend  of 
M.  R.  Zigler  and  he  knows  the  history  of  the  Brethren 
in  Germany.   He  is  visiting  the  Moravian  churches. 

Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Board  offices  are  as  follows:  Esther  Eaton  of 
Owings  Mills,  Md.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wendell  L.  Smith  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  S.  Wright,  all  of  Weyers  Cave,  Va.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Douple  and  children  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Douple,  all  of  Manheim,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Lephia  Gustaf- 
son  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Bright  and 
daughter  of  Greenville,  Ohio;  and  Norma  Sanger  and 
Edward  Southard,  both  of  Chicago,  111. 
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Mrs.  Nettie  Weybrighi  became  ill  while  attending  the 
World  Convention  of  Christian  Education  at  Toronto 
and  underwent  surgery  at  a  Toronto  hospital. 

Elmer  J.  Johnson  began  his  pastorate  of  the  Allison 
Prairie  church,  111.,  on  Sept.  1.  His  new  address  is  R.  2, 
Lawrenceville,  111.  He  was  formerly  pastor  of  the 
Bartlesville  church,  Okla. 

A  special  convocation  service  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  will  be  held  Wednesday,  Sept.  6,  at  8:00  p.  m. 
Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  Chalmer  Faw  and  David  Wieand  will 
be  consecrated  to  the  full  professorship.  Calvert  N. 
Ellis,  president  of  Juniata  College,  will  bring  the  mes- 
sage on  The  Seminary  Professor  and  World  Crisis. 

Green  Tree  church,  near  Oaks,  Pa.,  will  have  its 
annual  home-coming  on  Sept.  8-10.  The  general  theme 
for  the  occasion  will  be  Music  in  the  Life  of  the 
Church.  Services  will  be  held  each  evening  at  8:00 
o'clock  and  all  day  on  Sunday.  A.  F.  Brightbill  of  the 
Bethany  Seminary  faculty  will  be  present  for  all  the 
services.  The  East  Petersburg  a  cappella  male  chorus 
will  present  the  Sunday  evening  program. 

The  fifth  national  biennial  assembly  of  the  United 
Council  of  Church  Women  will  meet  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Nov.  13-16,  1950.  Detailed  programs  are  not  yet  avail- 
able. For  information  concerning  registration,  housing, 
meals,  etc.,  write:  the  United  Council  of  Church  Women, 
156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.  Any  Brethren 
woman  is  eligible  and  urged  to  attend.  It  is  hoped  that 
many  local,  district  and  regional  groups  will  consider 
sending  a  representative  to  the  Cincinnati  conference. 

Russell  R.  Lambert,  who  is  a  great-grandson  of  Peter 
Nead,  informs  us  that  two  of  Nead's  books  are  being 
published  in  a  new  edition  by  C.  J.  Rumble,  R.  3, 
Modesto,  Calif.  There  will  be  a  new  edition  of  Nead's 
Theology,  which  will  sell  for  $2.25  and  of  his  Wisdom 
and  Power  of  God,  selling  for  $2.  Peter  Nead  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  church  in  Virginia  and  in 
Southern  Ohio  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  the  first 
Brethren  to  write  a  book  in  the  English  language,  the 
first  part  of  it  in  1833. 

Windber  church.  Pa.,  will  observe  its  fiftieth  anni- 
versary from  Wednesday  to  Sunday,  Sept.  27 — Oct.  1. 
The  first  night,  the  27th,  is  community  night.  On  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  evenings,  beginning  at  7:30  o'clock,  To- 
bias Henry,  professor  of  sociology  at  Juniata  College, 
will  speak.  He  will  also  speak  at  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service  at  10:30  o'clock  and  at  the  afternoon 
service  at  2:30  o'clock.  The  observance  will  be  climaxed 
with  the  love  feast  and  communion  on  Sunday  evening, 
at  which  Bro.  Henry  will  officiate. 

A  series  of  articles  in  a  Lake  County,  Fla.,  local 
paper  call  attention  to  the  activities  of  Floyd  M.  Irvin 
of  Eustis,  Fla.,  on  behalf  of  world  peace.  While  the 
articles  tell  a  few  facts  concerning  Bro.  Irvin's  life,  they 
give  special  attention  to  his  advocating  nonviolent 
techniques  in  place  of  war,  and  especially  to  his  refusal 
to  pay  the  share  of  income  taxes  which  goes  toward 
supporting  the  military  program.  "Hhrough  Bro.  Irvin's 
efforts  a  recent  article  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  was  used 
as  the  basis  for  a  feature  in  his  local  paper. 


Theme    for    1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


Licensed  to  the  ministry  recently  have  been  Fitz 
Hall  in  the  Antioch  church,  Va.,  and  Milton  Baugher  in 
the  First  church,  York,  Pa. 

McPherson  College 

Dr.  D.  W.  Bittinger  became  president  of  the  college 
on  July  1.  He  is  well  known  in  Brethren  and  other 
circles  for  various  fields  of  activity.  Missionary  to 
Africa,  McPherson  College  professor  and  Gospel 
Messenger  editor  are  a  few  of  his  occupational 
landmarks. 

James  Berkebile  will  be  returning  to  the  college  to 
become  acting  dean  and  head  of  the  chemistry  de- 
partment. A  former  McPherson  professor,  he  was  on 
a  two-year  leave  of  absence  and  has  just  finished  his 
work  for  his  Doctor's  degree  at  Ohio  State  University. 

Guy  Haves  has  joined  the  faculty.  He  was  formerly 
a  high  school  teacher  and  businessman  in  Kansas. 
Hayes'  primary  responsibility  will  be  to  direct  the 
expanding  rural  life  program  at  the  college. 

Arlene  Flory  Kough  will  be  the  new  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  home  economics.  She  has  had  experience  as 
a  rural  schoolteacher,  codirector  of  a  community  re- 
habilitation project  sponsored  by  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission  and  as  assistant  dietician  at  the  Chicago 
Osteopathic  hospital. 

Jack  Kough  is  the  director  of  public  relations  and 
assistant  professor  of  human  relations.  He  has  recently 
returned  from  Japan,  where  he  was  a  professor  in  the 
institute  for  educational  leadership  sponsored  by  the 
state  department. 

Dr.  B.  N.  Likhite  will  become  the  associate  professor 
of  modern  languages.  Dr.  Likhite  was  born  in  Poona, 
India,  has  traveled  extensively  and  speaks  and  writes 
eight  languages.  He  has  recently  moved  his  family  to 
this  country,  where  they  are  busy  learning  our 
"foreign"   customs. 

Robert  G.  Mays  is  the  new  alumni  secretary  and 
director  of  placement.  He  served  as  a  Brethren  Service 
reconstruction  worker  in  Italy  for  two  years.  Mays  just 
received  his  B.  D.  from  Bethany  Seminary. 

Leo  W.  Patton  has  become  the  assistant  professor 
of  chemistry.  He  recently  completed  work  for  his 
Ph.  D.  at  Kansas  University.  He  is  a  specialist  in  mete- 
orology and  has  had  wide  experience  as  a  weather 
officer. 

Chalmer  Woodard  is  the  new  head  coach  and  ath- 
letic director.  "Woody"  has  the  enviable  football  coach- 
ing record  of  sixty  won  and  only  six  lost  at  the  Law- 
rence high  school,  Kansas.  He  plans  to  put  more  growl 
in  the  McPherson  College  Bulldog. 

Among  the  international  representatives  on  our 
campus  will  be  one  girl  from  Nagasaki,  Japan.  Four 
Samoan  young  men  in  their  colorful  lava  lavas,  the 
Samoan  native  costume,  will  lend  an  air  of  South  Seas 
enchantment.  Three  students  from  Iran,  two  American 
Indians,  one  student  of  Mexican  ancestry,  one  German 
student,  one  Hawaiian,  and  one  American  Negro  will 
add  to  the  intercultural  advantages  of  the  college.  Doc- 
tor Likhite,  a  new  professor  from  India,  and  his  family 
will  also  assist  our  pursuit  of  international  under- 
standing. 

The  physical  plant  has  been  expanded  with  a  new 
addition  to  the  industrial  arts  building,  complete  re- 
modeling of  one.  wing  of  the  physical  education  build- 
ing, and  a  large,  two-story,  fireproof  addition  to  the 
library. 


With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Alton  Bucher  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Big  Dam  church. 
Pa.,  Sept    17— Oct.  1. 

Bro.  Harry  Eshelman  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  in  the  Hatfield 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  25— Oct.  8. 

Bro.  Galen  Gerdes  of  Pearl  City,  111.,  in  the  Woodland  church, 
111.,  Sept.  25— Oct.  8. 

Bro.  Francis  P.  Litton  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Blue  River 
church,  Ind.,  Sept.  18 — Oct.  1. 

Bro.  Olden  Mitchell  of  Staunton,  Va.,  in  the  Blue  Ridge  chapel, 
Va.,  Aug.  27— Sept.  3. 

Bro.  J.  Stanley  Earhart  of  East  Freedom,  Pa.,  in  the  Maitland 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  17 — Oct.  1;  in  the  Skippack  church,  Pa.,  Oct. 
8-15. 

Bro.  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger  of  Thornville,  Ohio,  in  the  Maple 
Grove  church,  Ind.,  Sept.  10-17. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  added  to  the  Coventry  church,  Pa. 

Three  added  to  the  Sipesville  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Troutville  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Claysburg  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Mountville  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Etna  church,  Iowa. 

Twelve  added  to  the  Lancaster  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Spring  Run  church.  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Outlook  church,  Wash. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Clovis  church,  N.  Mex. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Springfield  church.  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Roaring  Spring  church,  Pa. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Eleven  baptized  and  two  reinstated  in  the  Reading  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Blue  Ridge 
church,  Va. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  New  Haven 
church,  Mich. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  seventeen  received  by  letter  in  the 
Harrisonburg  church,  Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  September  3 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Peter,  Who  Became  a  Man  of  Power. — 
Matt.  16:13-17;  Luke  22:54-62;  John  21:15-17;  Acts  2—5.  Memory 
Selection:  Peter  and  the  apostles  answered,  "We  must  obey  God 
rather  than  men."    Acts  5:29  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  September,  We  Are  a  World  Movement. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Oct.  16-19. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern.— (Undecided),  Oct.  19-22. 
California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.  12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,  Fla.,  Oct  13-15. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin. — Lanark,  111.,  Sept.  2-4. 
Iowa,  Middle. — Dallas  Center,  Sept.  2-4. 
Iowa,   Southern. — Ottumwa,   Sept.   16-18. 
Kansas,  Northeastern. — Navarre,  Sept.  22-24. 
Kansas,  Northwestern.— Portis,  Oct.  20-23. 
Kansas,  Southeastern.— (Undecided),   Oct.  20-23. 
Kansas,    Southwestern. — Wichita,   First,    Oct.    6-8. 
Maryland,  Eastern.— Thurmont,  Sept.  22,  23. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western.— Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Middle. — Spring  Branch,  Oct.  7-9. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,   Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska.— South  Beatrice,  Oct.  13-15. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-28. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.   17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,   Oct.  24-25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — (Undecided),  Oct.  25,  26. 
West  Virginia,  First.— Old  Furnace,  Sept.  8,  9. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois 
Oct.  7,  all  day,  Woodland. 

Maryland 
Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 

Pennsylvania 
Sept.  10,  Summit  Mills. 
Sept.  10,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 
Oct.  1,  Dunnings  Creek,  Holsinger. 
Oct.  1,  Philadelphia,  First. 
Oct.  1,  6  pm,  Reading. 
Oct.  7,  Hatfield. 


SEPTEMBER  2.   1950 


17 


Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


Some   Information  on  the   Draft 


THE  Selective  Service  program, 
which  has  lain  dormant  for  some 
time,  has  been  reactivated.  The 
government  has  announced  that  it 
may  draft  some  600,000  men.  The 
Selective  Service  machinery  is  be- 
ing greatly  enlarged;  and  draft 
boards  are  being  established  in  most 
counties.  New  personnel  is  being 
hired;  and  in  a  short  time  young  men 
between  the  ages  of  nineteen  and 
twenty-six  will  be  called  into  active 
service. 

During  the  past  two  years  only  a 
few  thousand  men  were  inducted; 
and  these  were  later  released  from 
the  armed  forces.  Many  of  the  draft 
boards  were  closed  up  and  a  large 
percentage  of  the  personnel  dis- 
charged. A  small  force  was  kept; 
and  during  this  time  registration  and 
classification  has  continued.  Most  of 
the  men  between  the  ages  of  nine- 
teen and  twenty-six  have  received 
their  general  classification  question- 
naire; and  many  of  them  have  been 
classified. 

These  classifications  have  been 
made  in  harmony  with  the  new  Se- 
lective Service  regulations.  These 
regulations  are  very  different  from 
those  in  operation  during  World  War 
II.  Local  draft  boards  are  required  to 
classify  each  registrant  in  the  lowest 
classification  for  which  he  is  eligible. 
Class  I-A  is  considered  the  highest, 
V-A  the  lowest.  Accordingly,  each 
registrant  is  considered  in  the  fol- 
low order:  V-A,  IV-F,  IV-E,  IV-D, 
IV-B,  IV-A,  III-A,  n-C,  II-A,  I-D, 
I-C,  I-A-O,  I-A. 

These  classifications  have  the  fol- 
lowing meanings: 

Class  V-A:  Over  the  age  of  liabil- 
ity for  military  service. 

Class  IV-F:  Physically,  mentally 
or  morally  unfit. 

Class  IV-E:  Conscientious  objector 
opposed  to  both  combatant  and  non- 
combatant  military  training  service. 
Deferred  from  any  service. 

Class  IV-D:  Minister  of  religion  or 
divinity  student  exempt  from  serv- 
ice. 
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Class  IV-B:  Official  deferred  by 
law. 

Class  IV-A:  Registrant  who  has 
completed  service;  sole  surviving 
son. 

Class  III-A:  Deferred  because  of 
dependents. 

Class  II-C:  Deferred  because  of 
employment  in  agriculture. 

Class  II-A:  Deferred  because  of 
civilian  employment  (except  agri- 
culture) . 

Class  I-D:  Member  of  reserve 
component  or  student  taking  mili- 
tary training. 

Class  I-C:  Member  of  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States,  the  Coast 
Guard,  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur- 
vey or  the  Public  Health  Service  and 
certain  registrants  separated  there- 
from. 

Class  I-A-O:  Conscientious  objec- 
tor available  for  noncombatant  mili- 
tary service. 

Class  I-A:  Available  for  military 
service. 

When  a  registrant  receives  a  clas- 
sification nearer  to  I-A  than  the  one 
he  feels  he  is  entitled  to,  it  means 
that  the  local  board  has  decided 
against  his  request.  His  only  re- 
course is  an  appeal. 

The  present  situation  presents 
problems  to  many  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  who  are 
conscientious  objectors.  A  conscien- 
tious objector  to  all  forms  of  mili- 
tary service  should  be  classified 
IV-E.  If  the  registrant  has  not  re- 
ceived IV-E  but  has  been  placed  in 
some  high  category,  for  example, 
III-A,  II-A,  etc.,  his  claim  as  a  con- 
scientious objector  has  been  denied 
by  the  local  draft  board.  His  only 
recourse  then  is  a  request  to  the 
local  board  for  an  appeal  to  the 
appeal  board.  These  requests  should 
be  made  within  ten  days  after  an  un- 
satisfactory classification  has  been 
mailed  to  the  registrant. 

Occasionally  conscientious  objec- 
tors have  failed  to  request  an  appeal 


within  the  ten-day  time  limit.  In 
such  a  situation  they  should  request 
proper  classification  immediately  and 
submit  supporting  evidence,  if  that 
has  not  already  been  given  to  the 
local  board.  Local  boards  have  a 
right  to  reopen  the  case  of  any  reg- 
istrant at  any  time  they  see  fit.  The 
state  director  of  Selective  Service 
and  the  national  director  also  have 
this  privilege. 

At  the  present  time  all  conscien- 
tious objectors  classified  IV-E  are 
deferred  by  law.  This  can  only  be 
changed  by  an  act  of  Congress.  Such 
an  act  can  be  passed  in  a  very  short 
time.  Just  what  services  conscien- 
tious objectors  will  be  required  to 
render  in  the  event  that  the  law  is 
changed  and  conscientious  objectors 
are  drafted  has  not  been  determined. 
It  will  not  be  determined  until  the 
present  law  is  changed. 

It  is  to  the  advantage  of  all  regis- 
trants to  fill  out  promptly  all  papers 
sent  to  them  by  their  local  boards 
and  to  return  these  papers  well 
within  the  time  allowed.  Where 
appeals  are  necessary  for  any  reason, 
they  should  be  made  within  the  time 
limit  allowed,  if  at  all  possible.  Ev- 
ery paper  received  from  a  local 
board  should  be  carefully  read. 
Where  questions  are  not  clear,  as- 
sistance should  be  secured  from  some 
reliable  person. 

It  is  very  helpful  for  the  registrant 
to  keep  a  copy  of  all  materials  sub- 
mitted to  the  local  draft  board.  This 
is  esepecially  helpful  if  an  appeal  to 
the  President  becomes  necessary.  All 
classifications  or  notices  received 
from  the  local  board  should  be  care- 
fully kept. 

Sometimes  it  is  necessary  for  a 
conscientious  objector  to  seek  assis- 
tance to  secure  a  proper  classifica- 
tion. Most  local  churches  have 
someone  who  can  give  that  assis- 
tance. Most  pastors  are  willing  and 
able  to  assist.  Some  churches  have 
appointed  a  counselor  to  assist  the 
registrants  secure  a  proper  classifi- 
cation. The  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  is 
organized  to  assist  where  their  serv- 


ices  are  needed.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  in  co-operation  with  other 
church  agencies,  also  maintains  an 
office  in  Washington,  D.  C,  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  the  National  Service 
Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  1000 
Eleventh  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington  1, 
D.  C. 

Anyone  having  problems  on 
proper  classification  should  seek  as- 
sistance early.  They  should  not  wait 
until  they  receive  a  notice  for  induc- 
tion to  seek  assistance  from  B.S.C.  or 
NSBRO.  Work  well  in  advance  of 
all  final  deadlines  on  all  problems  of 
classification. 

Some  churches  have  found  it  help- 
ful to  have  a  meeting  of  all  who  have 
registered  and  discuss  the  regula- 
tions, classifications,  appeal  proce- 
dure, and  other  matters  which  may 
affect  the  young  men  in  the  church 
and  community.  Frequently  some  of 
the  registrants  desire  a  private  con- 
ference after  such  a  meeting. 

Some  of  the  registrants  have  not 
clarified  their  own  thinking  regard- 
ing their  position  and  its  implica- 
tions. A  goodly  number  of  churches 
have  put  on  courses  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament basis  of  pacifism,  the  historic 
position  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren on  the  issues  of  war  and  service, 
Christian  citizenship,  international 
relations,  and  related  fields.  These 
have  proved  helpful.  The  Brethren 
Service  Commission  is  prepared  to 
make  recommendations  and  furnish 
some  material  for  such  a  study 
group.  Other  material  may  be  pur- 
chased from  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House. 

At  this  time  we  do  not  know  what 
changes  may  be  made  in  the  future. 
The  Brethren  Service  Commission  is 
keeping  in  constant  touch  with  the 
national  and  international  situation. 
It  will  endeavor  to  keep  govern- 
mental officials  informed  on  the  po- 
sition of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. It  plans  to  keep  the  church 
aware  of  the  latest  developments  re- 
garding the  draft  act.  The  commis- 
sion always  stands  ready  to  assist 
individuals  or  churches  in  the  field 
of  peace. 


About  Peace  Literature 

THE  Korean  conflict,  whether  it 
becomes  more  serious  or  not, 
shows  that  our  task  of  peace- 
making is  far  from  complete.  We 
Brethren  dare  not  relax  our  vig- 
ilance or  forget  our  peace  heritage. 
With  this  in  mind,  we  list  here  some 
materials  on  peace  currently  avail- 
able. Some  items  are  published  by 
other  organizations. 


Photo   by   Ben   Heller 

The  above  picture  shows  a  few  of  the  latest  group  of  German  high  school  students 
who  arrived  the  first  of  July  at  New  York.  Pictured  left  to  right:  Helmut  Poest.  Gudrun 
Beeck,  John  Eberly  of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission,  who  is  directing  the  project, 
Ursula  Richert,  Joachim  Fricke,  Robert  Tesdell.  social  action  secretary  of  U.C.Y.M., 
Beatrix  Antze  and  Martin  Zeiss.  Two  hundred  students  arrived  in  groups  of  110  and 
88  with  two  arriving  a  little  earlier.  They  were  met  by  John  Bowman,  who  formerly 
was  administrative  secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service  Commission  in  Europe,  and  W. 
Harold  Row,  executive  secretary  of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  After  a  brief 
tour  of  New  York  City  the  students  were  taken  by  chartered  buses  to  New  Windsor,  Md„ 
stopping  en  route  for  American  hot  dogs.  At  the  New  Windsor  center  they  spent  four 
days  in  an  orientation  program  under  the  direction  of  John  Eberly.  The  Brethren  Service 
staff  and  Brethren  pastors  from  Maryland  came  in  to  help  with  the  orientation.  Some 
students  were  then  placed  in  Brethren  homes  in  various  places  throughout  the  Brother- 
hood and  others  in  non-Brethren  homes  with  the  co-operation  of  Robert  Tesdell  of 
U.C.Y.M.  These  students  will  participate  fully  in  community  activities,  especially  church 
and  high  school,  returning  to  their  homes  in  Germany  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
program  is  in  co-operation  with  the  Student  Exchange  Division  of  the  State  Department 
in  Washington,  and  its  purpose  is  to  further  understanding  and  goodwill  between  United 
States  and  Germany. 


Peace  Education  in  Homes.  Dan 
'West's  article  available  for  some 
time  in  mimeographed  form  has  just 
been  printed  in  an  attractive  little 
booklet.  The  price  is  15  cents  for 
single  copies.  Quantities  will  be 
available  at  some  reduction. 

Statement  on  Position  and  Prac- 
tices of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  Relation  to  War.  The  pronounce- 
ment by  the  Colorado  Springs  Con- 
ference in  1948  deserves  to  be 
restudied  now  with  great  care.  Free. 

Calling  All  Peacemakers.  Gordon 
Shull's  "undated  unit"  for  young 
people  is  excellent — designed  to 
catch  and  keep  attention,  entertain- 
ingly witty,  and  very  much  to  the 
point.  It  can  be  used  in  church 
school  classes  and  Sunday  evening 
meetings,  or  it  can  even  be  read 
quietly  by  individuals.  65  cents  per 
copy. 

A  Peaceful  World — Dream  or 
Necessity?  Also  by  Gordon  Shull  but 


written  primarily  for  adult  discus- 
sions. Perhaps  a  bit  dated  now  in 
its  chapter  on  Russia,  but  three  other 
chapters  are  on  pacifism,  world  gov- 
ernment and  what  we  can  do  for 
peace.  Single  copies,  25  cents.  Five 
or  more  copies,  20  cents  each. 

John  Kline — A  Brother  in  Reality. 
E.  Parker  Dupler's  play  tells  the 
true  story  of  the  Brethren  martyr  of 
Civil  War  days.  Twelve  copies  must 
be  purchased  for  permission  to  give 
the  play.  Paper  covers,  75  cents; 
cloth-bound,  $1.00. 

Pathways  of  Peace.  The  official 
history  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public 
Service  in  World  War  II.  Carefully 
written  by  Leslie  Eisan,  a  trained 
historian  who  served  in  C.P.S.  Cur- 
rent events  encourage  us  to  read  and 
understand  this  story  anew.  Every 
church  leader  should  have  a  copy  in 
his  library.  $2.50. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


Local  churches  look  at  their  own  work 
receding  in  the  light  of  members'  re- 
sponse to  appeals  of  many  worthy, 
and     some     "do     good"     organizations 


Multiple  Appeals 


PUNY,  powerless  Protestants  is  a 
term  applied  by  one  who  eval- 
uated us  on  our  feeble^  un- 
planned approach  to  vital  tasks. 
Seeing  members  dispel  their  energy 
in  a  multiplicity  of  church  and 
church-related  activities  —  good  as 
most  of  them  are — he  observed  the 
body  of  believers  as  becoming  weak, 
unable  to  stand  firm.  Frustrated  by 
entanglements,  some  church  groups, 
seemingly,  are  like  the  literary  char- 
acter— attempting  simultaneously  to 
ride  in  all  four  directions.  Can  you 
blame  the  critic  for  classifying  us  in 
such  uncomplimentary  terms? 

A  successful  pastor  informed  us 
recently  of  his  distress  at  a  situation 
developing  in  his  rural  church.  In 
stating  why  his  members  were  not 
responding  to  urgent  tasks,  and  es- 
pecially to  major  financial  needs  of 
Brotherhood  work,  he  wrote,  "In  the 
last  two  years  so  many  good  causes 
have  launched  drives  for  funds  in 
our  community — many  of  them  ask- 
ing for  volunteer  church  workers  as 
well  as  substantial  cash  outlays  from 
our  members — our  giving  for  mis- 
sions, relief  and  other  Brethren  op- 
erated and  financed  work  has  fallen 
off.  Furthermore,  many  of  my  peo- 
ple are  becoming  confused.  Some 
are  finding  their  energies  and  funds 
siphoned  off  until  they  have  less  of 
both  to  invest  in  their  own  church 
enterprises." 

This  pastor  went  on  to  point  out 
the  need  for  a  rebirth  of  loyalty 
among  his  members.  In  admitting 
the  worthy  nature  of  various  ap- 
peals, he  yet  expressed  the  hope  his 
members  would  grasp  the  truth  that 
most  of  these  other  causes  were  rep- 
resented in  our  own  Brotherhood 
program.  By  giving  major  support 
to  the  church  in  its  world  task,  he 


reasoned  that  our  impact  would  be 
increasingly  effective. 

He  might  have  gone  on  to  mention 
the  dilemma  much  of  our  time-hon- 
ored work  was  forced  into  by  dis- 
tressing deficits  at  the  close  of  the 
last  two  fiscal  years.  Had  he  added 
to  his  lengthy  communication,  we 
are  sure  he  could  have  commended 
his  members  on  the  impressive  total 
of  their  sharing  for  many  good 
causes,  within  and  beyond  the  official 
task  of  their  church.  His  conclusion 
would  have  been,  quite  naturally, 
that  while  his  workers  were  scatter- 
ing their  energy  and  money  to  bene- 
fit many  fine  causes,  they  were 
weakening  the  witness  of  their  own 


Harl  Russell 

Secretary,  Brotherhood  Fund 


fellowship,  weaking  it  at  a  time 
when  doors  of  opportunity  were  op- 
ening in  many  areas  to  the  coming 
of  the  evangel.  Very  likely  he  could 
have  gone  on  to  report  that  some  of 
his  people  acted  hastily  and  sincerely 
regret  the  serious  handicaps  that 
have  been  forced  upon  the  time-hon- 
ored work  of  their  own  church. 

As  this  is  written,  Elgin,  Illinois, 
among  a  number  of  urban  communi- 
ties, is  establishing  a  multiple  ap- 
peals board  to  screen  organizations 
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H.  Armstrong  Roberts 

To  what  causes  of  the  many  which  are  asking  ior  funds  shall  I  give 

my  money? 


that  seek  to  raise  funds  from  its  citi- 
zens. This  representative  body  of 
business,  fraternal  and  religious  or- 
ganizations will  (a)  seek  to  block 
city-wide  money  raising  plans  of 
less-deserving   and  newer   agencies; 

(b)  take  steps  to  participate  in  the 
important  matter  of  setting  up  fair 
and  satisfactory  goals  for  drives;  and 

(c)  bring  pressure  to  keep  commu- 
nity campaigns  for  money  within  the 
announced  time  limit.  Sponsors  of 
this  attempt  to  bring  some  semblance 
or  order  out  of  confusion  have  reason 
to  expect  satisfactory  results.  If  the 
city's  Community  Chest  agencies  and 
other  civic  and  religious  institutions 
are  to  live,  public-spirited  leaders  of 
Elgin  believe  firm  steps  must  be 
taken  to  deal  with  the  multiplicity  of 
appeals  for  funds  in  the  community. 

Here  and  there  some  Brethren 
churches  are  following  a  similar  pol- 
icy of  exercising  control  over  ap- 
peals to  the  membership  for  support 
of  projects  and  causes  outside  ap- 
proved programs  of  the  church.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  solution  to  many 
of  our  problems  on  all  levels  of 
church  life  lies  in  the  direction  of  a 
democratic  but  firm  stand  by  more 
churches  on  the  question  of  multi- 
plicity of  appeals. 

Very  often  have  institutions  and 
organizations  played  upon  the  sym- 
pathy and  emotions  of  many  of  our 
people  with  the  result  that  substan- 
tial sums  have  gone  out  to  support 
work — sometimes  of  questionable 
value — over  which  the  donors  have 
no  control  whatever.  Some  would 
reason  that  it  is  unwise  to  try  to 
solve  this  problem  in  the  local 
church  for  fear  such  measures  would 
dry  up  the  springs  of  benevolence 
among  members.  This  has  not  proved 
to  be  the  case,  however,  for  in  most 
congregations,  a  Christian  approach 
to  the  problem  of  reasonable  pro- 
tection of  the  church  locally,  and  at 
large,  has  been  very  worth  while. 
Where  members  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  and  seeing  Breth- 
ren work  "come  alive"  through 
consecrated  pastoral  and  lay  leader- 
ship, they  have  been  willing  to  give 
first  loyalty  to  the  far-reaching  proj- 
ects and  causes  of  their  own  fellow- 
ship. When  they  have  understood 
that  their  own  church  has  a  strong 
program  that  includes  most  of  the 
needs  lifted  up  in  non-Brethren  ap- 
peals, they  have  been  willing,  for  the 
most  part,  to  give  their  funds 
through  the  channels  of  their  own 
church.  It  has  been  an  unpleasant 
eye  opener  to  some  to  learn  vital 
Brethren  work  has  had  to  be  cur- 
tailed partly  because  they,  and  oth- 
ers, have  been  responding  to  radio 
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Graham's  Portland  Revival 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  talked  to 
more  people  in  six  days  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  than  in  his  first  week's  ap- 
pearance in  any  other  city  in  the 
United  States.  Some  83,000  persons 
visited  the  specially-built  tabernacle 
to  hear  the  evangelist  urge  them  to 
renounce  sin  and  accept  Jesus  Christ. 
The  12,000-seat  structure  was  filled 
or  overflowed  every  night.  From  150 
to  250  converts  were  made  each 
night. 

Facing  a  panel  of  newsmen  and 
radio  interviewers,  Dr.  Graham  ad- 
mitted that  some  forms  of  evange- 
lism do  not  enjoy  a  good  reputation 
because  of  the  activities  of  "self- 
starting  revivalists  who  go  from  city 
to  city  to  preach  and  pass  the  collec- 
tion plate."  But,  he  said,  his  team 
does  not  visit  a  city  unless  invited  by 
local  churches  and  receives  no  com- 
pensation other  than  expenses.  He 
added,  however,  that  it  is  customary 
in  cities  he  has  visited  for  a  "love  of- 
fering" to  be  taken  at  the  close  of  the 
campaign  as  an  honorarium  for  him- 
self and  his  team. 

Bus   Company  Gives  Free  Rides 
to  Church 

For  90  days  at  least,  residents  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  may  ride  to  and 
from  church  and  Sunday  school  free 
of  charge,  Wiley  L.  Moore,  president 
of  the  Jacksonville  Coach  Company, 
announced. 

All  they  have  to  do  is  tell  the 
driver  "I'm  going  to  church,"  or  "I 
have  been  to  church,"  Mr.  Moore 
told  a  luncheon  meeting  of  local 
ministers.  The  free  rides  started 
July  30. 

Mr.  Moore  said  the  program  of 
free  rides  was  taken  under  consider- 
ation after  he  had  made  a  trip  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  discussed  the 
"critical"  world  situation  with  sev- 
eral congressmen. 

"The  church  is  the  backbone  of  the 
nation,"  he  said,  "and  if  the  churches 
fall  by  the  wayside,  we  are  finished." 

In  a  newspaper  advertisement,  Mr. 
Moore  said  that  "the  world  today  is 


and  community  appeals  in  behalf  of 
a  similar  work.  Will  not  more  of  us 
begin  "teaming  up"  back  of  our  self- 
appointed  tasks? 

The  trivia  of  life  occupies  so 
much  of  our  time  when  there  are 
so  many  eternal  truths  to  claim 
our  interest. — Anonymous 


divided  into  two  armed  camps — 
those  who  believe  in  God  and  trust 
in  God,  and  those  who,  like  the  fool, 
'hath  said  there  is  no  God.'  We  in 
the  United  States  are  thankful  that 
the  vast  majority  of  our  people  are 
in  the  camp  of  God.  We  cannot  sit 
idly  by  and  be  followers  of  God  in 
name  only,  but  we  must  let  God 
and  our  enemies  know  that  we  be- 
lieve in  him  and  trust  in  him  by 
praying  to  him  in  the  church  of  our 
choosing. 

"Never  has  there  been  a  time  when 
our  country  has  had  more  need  for 
Divine  Guidance,  so  go  to  church  and 
Sunday  school  on  Sunday  and  pray 
for  more  brotherly  love  among  na- 
tions and  for  more  tolerance,  kind- 
ness and  understanding  among 
ourselves." 

Kagawa   Sees    Communist- 
Christian  Struggle  in  Asia 

Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa,  Japanese 
Protestant  leader,  said  that  Chris- 
tianity is  now  engaged  in  a  life-and- 
death  struggle  with  communism  in 
East  Asia. 

Speaking  before  the  tenth  annual 
Princeton  Institute  of  Theology,  Dr. 
Kagawa  said  that  communism  and 
Christianity  are  not  diametrically 
opposed.  There  is,  he  said,  some- 
thing that  is  Christian  in  the  ideal 
of  communism.  However,  he  added, 
the  two  are  in  conflict  because  com- 
munism lacks  entirely  a  sense  of  the 
"redemptive  love  of  God."  Without 
this,  said  Dr.  Kagawa,  no  social  or 
economic  plan  can  succeed  in 
making  a  better  world.  The  Japan- 
ese evangelist  said  he  is  convinced 
that  "unless  the  blood  of  Christ  is 
injected  into  the  veins  of  mankind, 
there  is  no  hope." 

Dr.  Kagawa's  address  was  his  first 
since  coming  to  this  country.  Before 
returning  to  Japan  in  December,  he 
is  scheduled  to  make  some  140 
speeches  throughout  the  country. 

Lutheran  Districts  Approve 
Three-Body  Merger 

The  Ohio  district  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church,  largest  district  in 
the  church,  voted  overwhelmingly 
at  its  annual  convention  to  open 
negotiations  for  organic  merger  of 
the  ALC  with  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  United 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

ALC  spokesmen  here  said  the 
favorable  action  of  the  twelve  dis- 
tricts leaves  little  doubt  that  the 
Church's  national  convention  in 
Continued  on  page  25 
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Pastor  Jivanji  Haribhai  of  the 
Vyara  church  baptizes  a  girl,  one 
of  a  dozen,  on  Nov.  28,  1949. 
These  girls  are  the  products  of  the 
primary  schools  in  the  Vyara 
area 


E.  Lloyd  Cunningham 


Bulsar,  India 


While  Rome  Burns 


A  LETTER  from  a  friend  of 
mine  in  America  stimulated 
me  to  considerable  thought,  as 
his  letters  so  often  do.  His  letter 
said  in  part:  "The  trend  of  world 
affairs  prods  me  more  and  more  to 
grasp  the  conviction  that  the  only 
hope  for  us  is  in  belonging  to  Christ. 
Less  and  less  does  there  seem  to  be 
hope  for  one  world.  In  fact,  we  are 
talking  more  about  an  Atlantic  al- 
liance now  than  about  the  one  world 
of  the  years  '45  and  '46.  We  are 
again  slipping  into  the  mold  of 
thought  that  is  taking  two  worlds 
for  granted.  War  seems  to  be  a 
more  frequent  fear  than  peace  a 
fond  hope.  .  .  .  The  little  Christian 
church  in  the  crumbling  Roman 
empire  was  the  forerunner  of  our 
civilization  also.  Congress  is  now 
filibustering  on  how  to  get  rid  of 
the  filibuster  —  domestic  and  world 
problems  are  pushed  into  political 
pigeonholes  while  thousands  of  peo- 
ple are  dying  for  want  of  the  simple 
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stuff  that  keeps  life  going.  I  am 
much  concerned  about  the  fact  that 
we  are  'fiddling  while  Rome  burns.' 
Two  decades  ago  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  the  era  of  'rugged  individu- 
alism,' now  we  are  in  the  era  of 
'rugged  groupism.'  Groups  are  ruth- 
lessly using  power  to  establish 
themselves,  and  the  common  wel- 
fare and  the  rest  of  the  world  are 
left  to  dangle.  There  is  terrific 
danger  in  this.  As  long  as  the  mo- 
tive is  selfish  the  end  will  be 
destruction." 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if 
a  great  many  of  the  Christian  people 
have  not  fallen  into  the  patterns 
of  thought  suggested  by  my  friend, 
with  possible  slight  variations  in 
regard  to  its  manifestations.  We 
continue  to  go  to  church;  we  still 
support,  to  some  degree  at  least, 
our  organizations.  But  may  we  not 
be  dangerously  slipping  away  from 
our  concern  for  the  establishment 
and  the  continued  nourishment  of 
a  world-wide  Christian  evangelistic 
fellowship  as  a  must  for  the  salva- 


tion of  man  and  his  civilization? 
Are  our  patterns  of  thought  and  our 
modes  of  living  free  from  the  ele- 
ment of  selfishness?  Budgets  for  the 
work  of  spreading  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  are  being  cut  from 
America  at  a  time  when  the  Amer- 
ican people  are  enjoying  more 
physical  prosperity  than  ever  be- 
fore; at  a  time  when  any  other  than 
the  way  of  life  found  only  in  Christ 
threatens  world-wide  destruction  on 
a  scale  never  before  dreamed  to 
be  possible;  at  a  time  when  large 
parts  of  the  world  were  never  before 
so  receptive  to  the  teachings  and 
example  of  Christ.  We  tend  to 
"fiddle  around"  with  our  own  well- 
being,  our  own  social  and  economic 
security,  the  increase  of  our  own 
comfortable  and  pleasurable  stand- 
ards of  living  "while  Rome  burns." 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
her  four  mission  fields  in  areas  that 
are  quite  open  and  receptive  to  the 
Christian  approach  to  both  individ- 
ual and  group  problems.  The  num- 
ber of  people  that  can  be  reached 


with  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  its 
evangelistic,  educational,  healing  or 
rural  approach  is  limited  mainly  by 
the  shortage  of  funds.  Surely  as 
a  church  we  are  set  to  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  Paul  when  he  de- 
clared to  his  friends  in  Philippi, 
"Brethren,  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting 
what  lies  behind  and  straining  for- 


ward to  what  lies  ahead,  I  press  on 
toward  the  goal,  .  .  .  the  upward 
call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  It  is 
urgent  that  every  member  resolve 
to  place  more  of  his  funds  in  this 
forward  movement. 

In  another  paragraph  of  my 
friend's  letter,  he  said,  "As  I  now 
see  it,   the  only  hope  for   China  is 


in  China  herself:  her  endurance, 
her  ability  to  assimilate  foreign  in- 
fluences, her  evident  grasp  of  Chris- 
tianity in  these  comparatively  few 
years,  in  spite  of  everything  that 
has  happened,  these  are  the  signs 
of  hope,  hazy  as  they  may  seem 
to  be  now."  The  same  is  true  for 
each  of  us;  the  only  hope  for  us  is 
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Unusual   Growth   at   San    Fernando    Valley    Church 


W.  T.  Luckett 


THE  San  Fernando  Valley  in 
southern  California  is  reputed 
to  be  the  spot  where  the 
population  is  making  a  more  rapid 
growth  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
world.  In  the  center  of  this 
phenomenal  growth  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  has  a  congregation 
that  is  barely  five  years  old.  This 
church  was  organized  in  September 
of  1945  with  thirty-eight  charter 
members. 

The  first  building,  in  which  there 
is  a  small  chapel  and  five  classrooms 
was  dedicated  in  January  1948.  It 
was  soon  crowded. 

The  District  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia and  Arizona  and  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  made  it  possible 
that  we  have  the  building  which  is 
pictured  here. 

We  have  a  sanctuary  furnished 
with  beautiful  mahogany  pews  and 
chancel  furniture.  We  can  seat  two 
hundred    and    forty    in    the    pews, 


twenty-four  in  the  choir  pews,  fifty 
in  the  balcony,  and  fifty  in  the 
narthex.  We  have  ten  more  class- 
rooms. The  people  in  the  community 
feel  that  this  church  plant  is  a  credit 
to  the  community. 

The  Sunday-school  average  at- 
tendance for  the  month  of  April  was 
two  hundred  and  eleven.  The 
average  attendance  for  the  morning 
worship  services  was  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five. 

Twenty-five  members  came  into 
the  church  during  the  Easter  season. 
Sixty-six  have  been  added  to  the 
membership  in  the  past  two  years. 
The  present  membership  stands  at 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  new  building  was  occupied 
Easter  morning  with  more  than 
three  hundred  in  attendance.  It  was 
dedicated  May  21,  1950.  The  church 
is  located  at  14517  Osborne  St.,  Van 
Nuys,  Calif.,  near  Los  Angeles. 

The   people   of  this  new  congre- 


gation are  very  grateful  to  the 
District  of  Southern  California  and 
Arizona  and  to  the  Brotherhood  and 
hope  to  make  it  a  great  work  for 
the  extension  of  the  kingdom. 

Your  Brotherhood  dollars  given 
through  the  Achievement  Offering 
for  the  Brotherhood  Fund  help  build 
and  extend  the  work  of  the  kingdom 
through  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  San  Fernando  Valley  and  other 
such  places.  Other  such  needy 
places  need  your  help!  Dare  we 
let  the  opportunity  pass! 

What  if  we  would  have  said  to  San 
Fernando  Valley  five  years  ago, 
"Funds  are  low;  we  can't  expand." 
An  opportunity  of  a  lifetime  would 
have  been  lost! 

Now  —  today  —  opportunities  are 
ours,  if  we  have  adequate  resources. 
May  Achievement  be  realized! 
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in  our  endurance,  our  ability  to  as- 
similate and  grasp  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Surely  this  involves 
a  concern  within  us  to  press  forward 


now  with  all  our  resources  before 
our  civilization  and  ourselves  as 
an  integral  part  of  it  are  destroyed 
because  we  failed  in  this  task. 


A  Visit  by  Letter  With  a  Missionary 


Christina  Kulp 

Garkida,   N.   Nigeria 


RIGHT  now  my  biggest  job  is 
being  principal  of  the  junior 
primary  school.  The  classes 
have  all  been  too  large  for  one 
teacher,  so  classes  one,  two  and 
three  each  have  two  teachers.  We 
also   have   three   classes   of  infants. 

We  are  thankful  that  more  and 
more  of  our  teachers  are  trained 
men.  But  we  are  sad  when  some 
of  the  schoolboys  disappoint  us  by 
going  off  to  the  cities  before  finish- 
ing the  grade  school.  If  only  they 
would  finish  the  grades  and  get 
their  certificate  first,  they  would  be 
more  mature,  and  they  would  be 
able  to  carry  a  decent  job  in  the 
cities.  As  it  is  many  of  them  become 
servants  to  Africans  and  get  very 
little  pay.  Two  of  our  pupils  left 
two  weeks  ago  and  I  am  still  la- 
menting that  fact.  We  had  hoped 
to  have  their  help  some  day  as 
teachers. 

Of  course,  we  do  not  expect  to 
keep  all  our  trained  people  here 
at  Garkida.  We  would  not  want 
to  do  that  as  some  of  them  should 
be  used  in  government  employ.  We 
want  to  have  some  Christians  in 
that  work,  especially  the  stable  ones. 
We  realize  that  there  are  many 
Mohammedans  in  government  jobs. 

It  is  encouraging  that  the  women 
are  making  a  definite  contribution 
now.  All  the  wives  of  teachers  who 
are  in  training  must  attend  the 
women's  school.  After  four  years 
in  school  most  of  these  women  have 
become  good  leaders  of  their  fellow 
women.  They  are  also  given  a  term 
of  practice  teaching  which  helps 
them  to  overcome  shyness. 

There  is  always  translation  work 
to  be  done.  Although  the  govern- 
ment officers  who  inspect  our 
schools  marvel  at  the  amount  of 
reading  material  we  have  in  the 
vernacular,  nevertheless,  we  feel 
that  we  need  more.  Right  now  there 
are  several  books  which  need  re- 
vision. Just  recently  we  have  re- 
ceived   from    the    Bible    Society    in 


England  the  revised  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  in  Bura.  A  vast 
amount  of  labor  went  into  this  re- 
vision and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  now 
ready  for  distribution. 

During  the  past  week  or  so  the 
Christians  have  been  busy  repairing 
the  church  building.  The  women 
have  replastered  the  mud  benches 
and  floor.  And  now  this  week  we 
are  having  evanglistic  meetings 
every  evening.  On  Sunday  morning 
there  will  be  a  dedication  service 
for  the  repaired  church  and  also 
for  the  new  Bibles.  In  the  evening 
the  love  feast  and  communion  serv- 
ice will  be  held.  Each  evening  the 
services  are  well  attended  even 
though  most  of  the  people  have  to 
come  in  the  darkness. 

It  would  mean  much  to  you  if 
you  could  visit  the  women  in  our 
hospitals.  So  many  of  you  at  home 
have  contributed  to  the  Ruth  Royer 
Kulp  Memorial  hospital  here  at 
Garkida,  and  the  gifts  you  gave 
have  been  wonderful  for  that  work. 
There   is   now   a   women's   ward   in 
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the  hospital  here  and  one  is  being 
built  at  Lassa.  Each  Sunday  after- 
noon two  of  our  Christian  women 
visit  the  women  in  the  hospital  and 
have  a  service  with  them.  Others 
visit  them  through  the  week  and 
have  prayers  with  them. 

You  would  also  like  to  visit  the 
maternity  ward  where  many  bonny 
babies  are  born.  Christian  parents 
have  been  taught  to  have  real  con- 
cern for  their  babies  and  as  a  result 
there  are  few  deaths  among  the 
babies  of  the  Christian  people.  This 
means  that  most  of  the  Christian 
families  are  large.  Many  parents 
have  six  to  eight  children  and  they 
are  healthy  and  strong.  It  is  readily 
seen  what  this  means  for  our 
schools.  It  fills  the  classes  and  we 
are  glad. 

A  problem  which  gives  us  deep 
concern  is  that  of  the  marriageable 
girls.  One  family  has  given  a 
daughter  in  marriage  to  a  man  who 
at  one  time  was  a  Christian  teacher 
but  is  now  a  Mohammedan.  An- 
other family  permitted  their  daugh- 
ter to  marry  a  man  who  had  made 
good  progress  in  the  police  force, 
but  who  has  just  divorced  his  third 
wife  in  order  to  get  this  Christian 
girl.  In  these  cases  the  man  was 
able  to  pay  a  larger  bride  price. 
This  seems  to  appeal  to  the  father 
more  than  that  his  daughter  should 
marry  a  good  Christian  husband. 
Bro.  Kulp  preached  about  this  very 
strongly  last  evening,  using  as  his 
text  1  Thess.  4: 4  in  the  modern 
translation.    There  was  quietness. 

My  air  letter  is  almost  full,  so  I 
must  close.  We  think  of  you  often. 
Our  good  wishes  to  each  one  of  you. 
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Knowledge  of  the  proper  way  of  caring  for  babies  means  happy 
mothers  as  well  as  healthy  babies 


Lutheran  Districts 

Continued  from   page  21 

Columbus,  Ohio,  in  October  will 
approve  the  merger.  Canada  is  the 
only  district  yet  to  act. 

The  ALC's  Ohio  district  also 
invited  the  Augustana  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  Lutheran  Free 
Church  to  join  in  the  proposed 
merger. 

Under  the  merger  proposal,  a  joint 
committee  of  twenty-seven  members 
would  study  the  life,  worship  and 
practices  of  each  of  the  denomina- 
tions and  report  to  the  1952  conven- 
tions of  each  body.  In  the  meantime, 
various  boards  and  departments  of 
the  three  churches  would  meet  to- 
gether to  correlate  their  work  and 
joint  conferences  would  be  held 
from  time  to  time.  Church  officials 
here  say  that  "if  all  goes  well"  the 
merger  could  not  be  consummated 
before  1954  or  1955. 


Church  Group  Scores  Korean 
Policy 

United  States  intervention  in 
Korea  was  scored  in  a  statement 
signed  by  thirty  churchmen  and 
peace  workers  and  released  by  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  re- 
ligious pacifist  group. 

The  statement  described  the  ad- 
ministration's course  in  Korea  as  "a 
continued  application  of  the  Truman 
doctrine."  It  said  that  this  course 
"has  not  proved  a  road  to  peace  but 
one  which  has  now  brought  us  to 
the  point  where  all  over  the  world 
Russia  and  the  United  States  are 
locked  in  a  conflict  of  power  in 
countering  military  might  with 
military  might." 

Calling  for  a  policy  of  "mediation 
and  persuasion,"  the  group  also 
deplored  the  action  of  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council  in  asking 
for  military  assistance  for  the  South 
Koreans. 

The  present  policj',  the  statement 
added,  "deprives  the  UN  of  the 
moral  force  which  it  might  exercise 
if  it  resolutely  refused  to  be  drawn 
into  the  big-power  conflict,  called  on 
all  involved  to  cease  fire,  and  pro- 
posed mediation  by  leading  citizens 
of  the  world  on  the  basic  issues  in 
the  East-West  war." 

Fairfield  Named  to  National 
Council  Post 

Dr.  Wynn  C.  Fairfield,  secretary  of 
the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of 
North  America,  has  been  appointed 
administrative  secretary  of  the 
planning  committee  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 


the  U.S.A.,  it  was  announced  by  Dr. 
Earl  F.  Adams,  the  planning  com- 
mittee's executive  secretary. 

Dr.  Fairfield  will  assist  Dr.  Adams 
in  expediting  the  administrative  de- 
tails among  the  eight  Protestant 
agencies  which  will  form  the  Na- 
tional Council  when  they  merge  at  a 
constituting  convention  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,   Nov.   28 — Dec.   1. 

From  now  until  the  National 
Council  is  officially  launched,  Dr. 
Fairfield  will  maintain  an  advisory 
relationship  to  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  of  which  he  has  been 
secretary  for  general  administration 
for  the  past  five  years.  In  December, 
he  will  become  secretary  of  the 
National  Council's  division  of 
foreign  missions. 

Ancient  Bible  Manuscript 
Discovered 

Egyptian  and  American  scholars 
engaged  in  microfilming  ancient  doc- 
uments in  St.  Catherine's  monastery 
on  Mt.  Sinai  have  discovered  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  copy  of 
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the  New  Testament  in  Greek  and 
Syriac. 

Written  on  gazelle's  hide,  the 
manuscript  dates  from  the  fourth 
century  and  includes  a  translation  of 
the  Bible  in  Arabic,  written  over  the 
Greek  text  and  on  the  margins.  The 
manuscript  is  also  crammed  with  the 
story  of  early  Christian  saints. 

According  to  Dr.  Wendell  Philipps 
of  Philadelphia,  president  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Study 
of  Man,  the  manuscript  is  worth  a 
million  dollars.  The  foundation  un- 
dertook the  expedition  on  behalf  of 
the  Library  of  Congress,  which  or- 
dered the  microfilming  of  more  than 
500,000  pages  of  ancient  manuscripts 
in  what  is  believed  to  be  the  world's 
oldest  Christian  monastery. 

Experts  believe  the  discovery  to 
be  the  most  important  in  early  re- 
ligious literature.  Professors  of  the 
College  of  Arts,  Farouk  University, 
Alexandria,  who  are  collaborating 
with  the  American  experts,  have 
sent  a  detailed  explanation  to  King 
Farouk  on  the  new  find  which  adds 
to  Egypt's  Christian  heritage. 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


More  Than  Bread.  Frank  B. 
Herzel.  Muhlenberg  Press,  1949. 
280  pages.  $2.50. 

A  very  outstanding  and  compre- 
hensive study  of  rural  life  and  the 
unique  function  of  the  church  in 
it.  The  author,  a  rural  pastor  for 
twenty  years,  deals  with:  (1)  con- 
structive forces  in  rural  life;  (2) 
destructive  forces;  (3)  the  task  of  the 
church.  His  conviction  is  that  "the 
bright  day  for  the  rural  church  is 
not  in  the  past  but  in  the  future." 
While  the  book  is  directed  par- 
ticularly to  the  rural  pastor  and 
his  lay  leaders,  it  will  be  of  interest 
to  urban  churchmen  as  well,  for 
much  of  the  life  of  the  city  church 
depends  on  the  health  of  the  coun- 
try church.  This  book  was  the  July 
selection  of  the  Brethren  Ministers' 
Book  of  the  Month  Club. — Charles 
E.  Zunkel. 

The  Heritage  of  the  Reformation. 

Wilhelm  Pauck.    Beacon  Press.    312 
pages.    $4.00. 

This  book  is  a  careful  and 
scholarly  examination  of  the  re- 
ligious situation  of  our  times.  It  is 
drawn  both  from  the  background  of 
history  and  that  of  contemporary 
life  and  thought.  Professor  Pauck 
is  seeking  to  find  the  fundamental 
principles  of  Protestantism  as  they 
have      manifested      themselves      in 


various  forms  and  practices  down 
through  the  years.  He  seeks 
also  to  find  what  are  the  probable 
directions  in  which  Protestant  the- 
ology is  tending.  He  finds  three 
directions:  theological  liberalism,  a 
new  evangelicalism,  and  an  emerg- 
ing ecumenical  theology.  He  com- 
pares the  Protestants'  understanding 
of  themselves  with  the  Catholic 
understanding  or  interpretation  of 
Protestantism.  In  a  day  when  the 
differences  between  Protestantism 
and  Catholicism  are  sharpening  up, 
this  is  a  good  book  for  ministers  and 
churchman  to  read  and  study. — 
Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

Fifty-Two  Short  Devotional  Pro- 
grams. Katheryn  Knos.  Standard 
Publishing  Company,  1950.  216 
pages.   $1.75. 

This  book  is  just  what  its  name 
implies.  There  are  four  programs 
for  every  month,  with  fifth-Sunday 
programs  arranged  in  the  back  of 
the  book,  to  be  used  when  needed. 
There  are  twelve  poster  suggestions, 
also  programs  for  all  special  days. 
The  book  provides  excellent  re- 
source material  for  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  groups,  for  monthly 
meetings  of  women's  work  and  for 
camp. — Ruth  Shriver. 
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Independence  Church,  Kansas, 
Celebrates  Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Independence,  Kansas,  commem- 
orated its  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
on  June  4,  1950.  This  church  has 
an  interesting  history  with  re- 
corded minutes  dating  back  to  1883, 
some  of  which  were  read  at  the 
service.  One  present  related  that 
at  one  time  there  were  four  at  the 
church  school  and  six  at  the  church 
service,  including  the  minister. 
During  the  years  since  that  time, 
the  church  has  grown  to  almost  200  members.  In  the  eighties  the  little 
group  purchased  two  lots  upon  which  they  built  a  house  of  worship.  In 
1931  this  was  replaced  with  an  adequate  and  modern  brick  building  in 
which  the  group  now  worships. 

The  anniversary  was  observed  with  an  all-day  meeting  and  basket  dinner. 
Nearly  all  of  the  local  members  and  many  visitors  were  in  attendance.  Bro. 
C.  E.  Davis  of  Elgin,  111.,  who  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  1932  to  1936, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  He  brought  the  past  to  life  and  challenged  the 
future  to  Christian  living.  The  pastor  is  the  undersigned. — X.  L.  Coppock, 
Independence,  Kansas. 


Southern  Ohio  Women's  Work 
Conference 

A  large  group  of  our  women  met 
in  the  Dixie  high  school  for  our 
meeting.  The  Eversole  ladies  were 
hostesses.  We  chose  for  our  theme 
That  Neighbor  of  Mine. 

Mrs.  Ray  Petersime,  who  had 
recently  traveled  in  Europe,  took 
us  in  our  imaginations  into  the 
homes  of  some  of  the  people. 

Mrs.  Rufus  Bowman  spoke  on  the 
theme,  The  beauty  of  the  feet  of 
those  who  go  out  to  bring  glad 
tidings.  She  paid  a  tribute  to  many 
who  have  gone  out  in  Christ's  name. 

During  our  business  session  the 
following  cabinet  members  were 
re-elected:  Mrs.  John  Keltner,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Sarah  Neher,  di- 
rector of  temperance;  Mrs.  Harvey 
Stoner,  director  of  devotions;  Mrs. 
Lowell  Yoke,  director  of  peace;  and 
Mrs.  Lois  Paul,  nominating  com- 
mittee. Our  offering  for  Brethren 
Service  was  $320.50  and  the 
women's  work  offering  was  $281.23. 

We  plan  to  have  our  second 
women's  camp  this  fall.  Many  other 
items  of  kingdom  interests  were 
discussed.  We  appreciated  the 
special  numbers  of  music  by  the 
Lower  Miami  and  Prices  Creek 
ladies. 

After  singing  our  theme  hymn, 
Help  Us  to  Help  Each  Other,  Lord, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher  dismissed  us. 
— Mrs.  Moyne  Landis,  president,  and 
Etoile  Sargent,  secretary-treasurer. 
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Anniversary 

and  Weddings 


Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Roop  of  West- 
minster, Md.,  celebrated  their  sixtieth 
wedding  anniversary  at  their  home  in 
June  1950,  at  Brookside  Place,  where  they 
have  resided  during  their  entire  married 
life.  A  dinner  was  served  in  their  honor 
by  their  children.  They  received  beautiful 
flowers,  cards  and  fruit  from  neighbors  and 
friends,  as  well  as  from  many  of  their 
church  people. 

The  couple  were  married  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Roop's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Bucher  in  Abbottstown,  Pa.,  June  17.  1890. 

Bro.  Roop  has  served  the  Meadow 
Branch  church  faithfully  for  fity-seven 
years,  and  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his 
wife  during  those  years. 

They  have  six  children:  John  D.,  Earl  of 
Seattle,  Wash.,  who  was  unable  to  be  with 
them  for  their  celebration,  Helen  E.  Rine- 
hart,  Ruth  A.  Rinehart,  Lavenia  C.  Weng- 
er,  and  Ethel  A.  They  also  have  twelve 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil- 
dren.— William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 

Domer-Gindlesperger.  —  Earl  Leroy 
Domer  and  Betty  Grace  Gindlesperger, 
both  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  in  the  Sipesville 
parsonage,  July  18,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— C.  O.   Showalter,  Sipesville,   Pa. 

Elliott-Crist.— Alvin  E.  Elliott  and  Peg- 
gyann  Crist  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June 
24,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— Wayne  A.  Nicarry,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Elhridge-Thomason.  —  Tommy  Ethridge 
and  Rosemary  Thomason,  both  of  Raisin, 
Calif.,  June  17,  1950,  in  the  Raisin  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Wilbur  I.  Liskey, 
Raisin,  Calif. 

Figg-Householder. — Kenneth  Figg  and 
Norma  Lee  Householder,  in  the  Second 
church,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  June  11,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — H.  W.  Eshelman, 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

Forsyth-Moyers. — John  R.  Forsyth,  Jr., 
and  Archie  M.  Moyers,  both  of  Staunton, 
Va.,  July  12,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — W.  H.  Zigler,  Churchville.  Va. 

Green-Elzler. — Sterling  Eugene  Green 
of  Rocky  Ridge,  Md.,  and  Elva  E.  Etzler 
of  Thurmont,  Md.,  in  the  Thurmont 
church,  Md.,  July  22,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Chester  H.  Royer,  York,  Pa. 


Griggs-Warstler.  —  Julian  Griggs  and 
Ruth  Warstler,  in  the  West  Goshen  church, 
Ind.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— 
D.   G.  Berkebile,   Goshen,  Ind. 

Hartley-Goodhart. — Charles  A.  Hartley 
and  Wanda  J.  Goodhart,  both  of  Kent, 
Ohio,  in  the  New  Philadelphia  parsonage, 
Ohio,  July  15,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Heckman-Meyeis. — Galen  K.  Heckman 
of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  and  Laura  C.  Meyers 
of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  March  4,  1950,  in  the 
home  of  the  bride,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Daniel  Meyers,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Henderson-Stoner. — Budd  H.  Henderson 
and  Nancy  Stoner  of  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
in  the  Chambersburg  church  parsonage, 
June  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Wayne 
A.  Nicarry,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Horst-Rufender. — Wayne  Horst  of  Ster- 
ling, Ohio,  and  Emily  Rufender  of  Ritt- 
man,  Ohio,  June  8,  1950,  in  the  East  Chip- 
pewa church,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  R. 
McFadden,  Smithville,  Ohio. 

Houston-Pepper. — Robert  Houston  and 
Bessie  Pepper  of  Milton,  Del.,  at  the 
bride's  home,  June  11,  1950,  by  Bro.  Wil- 
liam McDaniel.  —  Mrs.  Violet  Schrock, 
Farmington,  Del. 

Hupp-Haas. — William  R.  Hupp  of  Alli- 
ance, Ohio,  and  Dorothy  V.  Haas  of  Free- 
burg,  Ohio,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  Freeburg 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Dale  E.  Gib- 
boney,  Paris,  Ohio. 

Isensee-Gilbert. — Donn  Vernon  Isensee 
and  Dorothy  Muse  Gilbert,  July  21,  1950, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Los  An- 
geles, Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  V. 
Funderburgh,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Johnson-Dean.  —  Frank  Johnson  and 
Gweneth  Dean,  both  of  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
June  9,  1950,  in  the  Wenatchee  Valley 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Loren  Bow- 
man, Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Johnson-Rhynals. — Gayle  Johnson  of 
Beaver  Crossing,  Nebr.,  and  Karolyn 
Rhynals  of  Friend,  Nebr.,  June  18,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  Lin- 
coln, Nebr. 

Kaylor-Nyhart.  —  Dalton  Kaylor  and 
Helen  Nyhart,  both  of  Danville,  Ohio,  in 
the  Danville  church.  May  21,  1950,  by 
Bro.  George  Phillips  of  Dayton,  Ohio. — 
John  A.  McCormick,  Danville,  Ohio. 

Keener-McNall. — Guy  H.  Keener  of  Man- 
heim.  Pa.,  and  Marian  J.  McNall  of  Eliza- 
bethtown.  Pa.,  July  1,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  home. — B.  G.  Stauffer, 
Manheim,  Pa. 

Kemp-Fields. — Donald  Kemp  of  Lima, 
Ohio,  and  Mildred  Fields  of  Ridgeway, 
Ohio,  July  14,  1950,  in  the  Lima  parsonage, 
by  the  undersigned. — Paul  Thompson, 
Lima,  Ohio. 

Kugler-Beiizel. — Ray  E.  Kugler  and  Bet- 
ty Lou  Beitzel,  both  of  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,  June  21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio. 

Landram-Redner. — Kenneth  G.  Landram 
of  Staunton,  Va.,  and  Audrey  J.  Redner  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  Feb.  19,  1950,  in  the  Sum- 
mit church,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
John  T.  Glick,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Larson- Cooper. — Stanley  Larson  and 
Norma  Cooper,  both  of  New  Carlisle,  Ohio, 
in  the  New  Carlisle  church,  June  24,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Robert  L.  Sherfy, 
New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

Leapley-Evans.  —  Ralph  Leapley  and 
Elizabeth  Evans,  both  of  New  Carlisle, 
Ohio,  in  the  New  Carlisle  church,  March 
26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Robert  L. 
Sherfy,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

Linn-Hall. — John  J.  Linn  and  Betty  L. 
Hall,  both  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  in  the  Nap- 
panee  church,  July  16,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— S.  W.  Longenecker,  Nappanee, 
Ind. 

Martin-Albright. — Ralph  G.  Martin  of 
New  Holland,  Pa.,  and  Pearl  Albright  of 
Bareville,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — S. 
Clyde  Weaver,  East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Martyal-Burkhart. — Melvin  Martyal  of 
Lincoln,  Pa.,  and  Marion  Burkhart  of  New 
Holland,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — S. 
Clyde  Weaver,  East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Miller-Harlman. — John  Miller  and  Wini- 
fred Hartman,  June  10,  1950,  at  the  bride's 
home,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  W.  Eshel- 
man, South  Bend,  Ind. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Nora  P.  Johnson 
Nora  Johnson,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Amanda  Piatt,  was  born  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
April  6,  1877,  and  passed  away  at  her 
home  in  Covina, 
Calif.,  June  2,  1950. 
After  the  passing 
of  her  father,  she 
and  her  mother 
moved  to  Covina, 
where  they  had 
since  lived.  She 
was  baptized  into 
the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age 
of  twelve.  She  had 
lived  a  quiet  faith- 
ful Christian  life, 
had  been  a  loyal, 
devoted  wife  and 
mother.  In  1894  she 
was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Theodore 
Johnson.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
daughters  and  one  son,  all  of  whom  sur- 
vive. Also  surviving  are  fourteen  grand- 
children, five  great-grandchildren,  two 
sisters  and  two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Covina 
church  by  Bro.  Galen  Walker  of  the  Glen- 
dora  church,  Calif. — Mrs.  Temple  S.  Funk, 
Covina,  Calif. 

Lydia  Cripe 

Lydia  Cripe,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Catherine  Bigler,  was  born  June  7,  1856,  at 
Goshen,  Ind.,  and  died  June  13,  1950,  in 
Wichita,    Kansas. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1883  she  was 
married  to  David  E.  Cripe,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1943. 

Elder  and  Sister  Cripe  were  always  in- 

•     terested  in   the  church  and   gave   of  their 

time   and    talents   in   promoting   its   work. 

They   spent   fifteen   years   in   child-saving 


work  in  the  Oklahoma  District,  caring  for 
orphan  and  homeless  children  and  placing 
them  in  Christian  homes.  More  than  200 
children  were  cared  for  by  them  during 
that  time.  Her  home  was  always  open  to 
friends.  In  recent  years  her  eyesight  and 
hearing  were  poor  but  she  still  continued 
to  keep  in  contact  with  her  many  friends. 
Although  her  hearing  prevented  her  from 
enjoying  the  services  and  singing,  she  al- 
ways went  to  church  whenever  she  was 
able  as  the  fellowship  meant  much  to  her. 
Through  her  last  weeks  of  suffering  she 
was  patient  and  hopeful. 

She  is  survived  by  six  children,  Eldon, 
Ivon  and  Paul,  all  of  California,  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence Miller,  Dora  and  Mabel,  all  of 
Wichita;  eleven  grandchildren;  thirteen 
great-grandchildren;  one  brother;  and  two 
half  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in 
Wichita  by  Bro.  Burton  Metzler  of  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas.  Burial  was  in  the  Kechi 
cemetery. — Mrs.  W.  W.  Peters,  McPherson, 
Kansas.  • 

Emma  E.  Miller 
Emma    E.    Miller,    wife    of    Elder    A.    H. 
Miller,  passed  away  in  the  New  Philadel- 
phia parsonage,  Ohio,  July  10,  1950,  at  the 
age        of        seventy 
years. 

At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  she 
was  baptized  into 
the  Baltic  church, 
Ohio.  Sister  Miller 
was  a  devoted 
worker  in  the 
church  and  ladies' 
aid  work,  and  was 
an  outstanding 
helpmeet  to  her 
pastor  husband, 
and  a  kind  and  lov- 
^pUk'""  4      inS    mother    in    the 

home. 

She     is     survived 
by      her      husband, 
two   sons,   two   daughters,   thirteen   grand- 
children,   and    one    great-grandchild.     One 
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son    and    one    daughter    preceded    her    in 
death. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
New  Philadelphia  church  by  Brethren  D. 
R.  McFadden  and  E.  I.  Brumbaugh,  and 
Rev.  O.  W.  Cunningham  of  the  New  Phila- 
delphia Ministerium.  Interment  was  in 
the  Center  cemetery,  near  Louisville,  Ohio. 
—A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Henry  J.  Franlz 

Henry   J.,    son    of   John    L.    and    Delilah 

Hamm  Frantz,  was  born  near  Holmesville, 

Nebr.,   Dec.    1,    1881,    and    passed    away   at 

his    home   in   North 

Manchester,        Ind., 

May  31,  1949. 

In  1905  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Stella  Foster, 
who  preceded  him 
in  death  in  1909.  To 
this  union  was  born 
one  son,  Lowell  L. 
In  1914  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Hattie  Dell, 
and  to  this  union 
two  children,  Amy 
and  Robert,  were 
born. 

Bro.  Frantz  lived 
all  of  his  life  near 
the  South  Beatrice 
church  except  for  a  few  months  in  North 
Manchester,  where  they  had  moved  to 
make  their  home.  He  was  baptized  in  his 
youth  and  was  a  consistent  worker  for 
the  church,  not  as  a  public  figure  but  as 
a  quiet,  hard-working  deacon,  trustee, 
treasurer  or  in  whatever  office  that  he  was 
chosen  to  serve  in.  The  bulletin  board  that 
stands  by  the  church  is  a  reminder  of  his 
thoughtfulness  and  skill.  His  last  gift  to 
the  church  was  a  projector  and  screen  so 
that  the  church  might  have  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  its  visual  education  work. 
He  was  not  only  a  good  farmer  and  a 
friendly  neighbor,  but  he  was  also  a  fine 
Christian  gentleman  who  gave  liberally  of 
his  time  and  money  that  the  work  of  the 
Lord  and  the  church  might  prosper.  Be- 
cause of  the  work  he  put  into  it,  the  South 
Beatrice  church  is  a  fitting  memorial  to 
him. — Lewis  Naylor,  Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Cline.  Adam  Frederick,  son  of  Michael 
and  Amanda  Andes  Cline,  was  born  Feb. 
19.  1883,  near  Broadway,  Va.,  and  died 
May  29,  1950.  in  the  Rockingham  Memorial 
hospital.  On  Feb.  11,  1913,  he  was  married 
to  Frances  Zigler.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Harrisonburg  church,  Va.,  and  of  the 
men's  Bible  class.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  daughters,  one  son,  one  grand- 
child, three  sisters  and  three  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Harri- 
sonburg church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Earl 
M.  Bowman,  assisted  by  Brethren  E.  S. 
Coffman  and  N.  D.  Cool.  Burial  was  in  the 
Bridgewater  cemetery. — Ruth  M.  Good, 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Diehl,  Martha  Anne,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  Harshbarger,  was  born  Oct. 
4,  1861.  and  died  June  30,  1950.  On  Oct. 
1,  1879,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jacob  P.  Diehl.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  six  sons,  forty  grandchildren, 
thirty-seven  great-grandchildren  and  three 
great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Mill  Creek  church  by 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  assisted  by  C.  E.  Long. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port  Republic,  Va. 

Faw,  Noah  H.,  son  of  Amos  and  Rebecca 
Sides  Faw,  was  born  Sept.  20,  1876,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Fraternity,  N.  C,  in  1888. 
In  1911  he  was  married  to  Mary  Alberta 
Foltz.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  one  son  and  two  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Fried- 
berg  Moravian  church  by  Rev.  Sam  Tesch 
and  Rev.  C.  Truett  Chadwick  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Church  and  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  church  cemetery. — S.  H. 
Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Gaver,  J.  Frances,  died  July  16,  1950,  at 
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his  home  near  Myersville,  Md.,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  He  is  survived  by 
his  parents,  five  brothers,  two  sisters  and 
his  grandparents.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Grossnickles  church,  where  he 
held  membership,  by  Bro.  C.  Basil  Gross- 
nickle  and  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — S.  D. 
Lindsay,  Hagerstown,   Md. 

Gish,  Nancy  Ellen,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Elizabeth  Ellen  Saylor,  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  17,  1857,  and  died  June 
28,  1950,  at  her  home  near  Belleville,  Kan- 
sas. She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Daniel 
H.  Gish  on  April  9,  1887.  To  this  union 
were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter.  She 
was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  the  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr., 
in  1894.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one 
daughter,  one  sister,  four  grandchildren 
and  five  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  near  Belleville  by  Bro.  Lewis 
Naylor  of  Holmesville,  Nebr.  Interment 
was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. — W.  W.  Gish, 
Belleville,  Kansas. 

Harris,  Cora  D.,  was  born  in  Wabash 
County,  Ind.,  and  died  in  a  hospital  in 
Long  Beach,  Calif.,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  several  years  ago.  She 
is  survived  by  six  sons,  one  daughter,  one 
brother,  one  half  sister,  twenty-one  grand- 
children and  seven  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  chapel 
of  Mottells  mortuary  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Norman  J.  Baugher.  Interment  was  in  the 
Kohler  Lawn  cemetery  in  Nampa,  Idaho. 
—Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Henlon,  Ella  Gordon,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Barbara  Henton,  was  born  May 
22,  1867,  at  Melrose,  Va.  For  some  years 
she  was  matron  of  the  children's  home  at 
Timberville,  Va.  She  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  one  foster  son.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe. 
Interment  was  in  the  Oak  Lawn  cemetery. 
— Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Hoffman,  John  R.,  was  born  on  a  farm 
near  Freeburg,  Ohio,  and  died  June  19, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  More 
than  seventy  years  ago  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  church  in  Alliance, 
Ohio,  and  for  sixty  years  he  taught  a 
Sunday-school  class.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Freeburg  church  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  J.  D.  Zigler,  assisted  by  Rev. 
John  V.  Stephens,  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  the  writer.  Interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by.— J.  W.  Fy- 
ock,  Alliance,  Ohio. 

Holder,  Jesse  C,  son  of  Richard  and 
Sarah  Phillips  Holder,  was  born  April  7, 
1874,  near  Weverton,  Md.,  and  died  Dec. 
9,  1949,  at  his  home  in  Weverton.  He  was 
married  to  Cora  A.  Reeser  in  January 
1897.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  forty-seven  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  sister  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Brownsville  church  by  Bro.  S.  Earl 
Mitchell,  assisted  by  Bro.  Newton  Poling. 
Interment  was  in  the  Brownsville  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  John  Jennings,  Brownsville, 
Md. 

Hollada,  Edgar  Milton,  son  of  Milton  J. 
and  Olive  King  Hollada,  was  born  April 
29,  1923,  and  was  drowned  July  4.  1950.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Maple  Glen  church. 
Recently  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Betty  Johnson  of  Finzel,  Md.  He  is  also 
survived  by  his  mother,  his  grandmother, 
five  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Maple  Glen 
church  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum  of  Cum- 
berland, Md.,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ross  Spei- 
cher.  Interment  was  in  the  Maple  Glen 
cemetery. — Olive   M.   Peck,   Fort   Hill,    Pa. 

Hulsey,  Mable  A.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
N.  and  Hetta  Gibble  Funk,  was  born  at 
Covina,  Calif.,  June  12,  1897,  and  died  at 
Carlsbad,  N.  Mex.,  March  26,  1950.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Arthur  B.  Hul- 
sey on  June  7,  1931.    At  an  early  age  she 
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joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Co- 
vina. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
stepson,  one  sister,  two  half  brothers,  two 
nephews  and  her  stepmother. — Mrs. 
Tempie  S.  Funk,  Covina,  Calif. 

Johnston,  Mattie  Ellen,  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob and  Katie  Caster,  was  born  Jan.  30, 
1873,  near  Leon,  Iowa,  and  died  as  the 
result  of  an  accident,  April  30,  1950,  at  the 
home  of  her  sister  in  Mound  Valley,  Kan- 
sas. Several  years  ago  she  was  married 
to  Edward  Johnston,  who  died  three  years 
after  their  marriage.  After  his  death  she 
made  a  home  for  her  widowed  mother  un- 
til her  death,  when  she  went  to  live  with 
her  sister.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Franklin  church  in  young  girlhood.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  from  the  Slade 
funeral  home  in  Leon  by  Bro.  L.  A.  Sears 
and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Hughes.  Interment  was 
in  the  Leon  cemetery  beside  her  husband. 
— Mrs.  Ella  Petticord,  Leon,  Iowa. 

Kreider,  Glenn  A.,  son  of  Elder  L.  U.  and 
Emma  Snell  Kreider,  was  born  Jan.  24, 
1909,  in  Cuba,  and  died  in  the  hospital, 
June  29,  1950.  On  March  3.  1929,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Grace  Brumbaugh. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  two 
daughters,  one  granddaughter,  his  parents, 
three  brothers,  one  of  whom  is  a  minister, 
and  two  sisters.  Early  in  life  he  united 
with  the  Blue  River  church.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  and  always 
took  an  active  part  in  the  services  and 
the  work  of  the  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Blue  River  church  by  the 
pastor,  T.  G.  Weaver,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Franklin  Orr  of  the  Christian  church.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Christian  chapel  ceme- 
tery at  Merriam  in  Noble  County,  Ind. — 
T.  G.  Weaver,  Columbia  City,  Ind. 
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Arkansas 
New  Hope. — Our  regular  council  meet- 
ing was  held  on  June  24.  Delegates  were 
elected  to  the  district  meeting.  On  June 
4  we  had  with  us  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins,  who 
showed  a  missionary  picture,  Go  Forth. 
We  are  happy  to  report  an  increased  at- 
tendance and  interest  in  our  Sunday- 
school  and  church  services.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  a  sweet  potato  crop  and  the  men 
have  a  cotton  crop.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  having  a  good  attendance  at  the 
district  meeting,  which  will  be  held  in 
our  church.  Our  two  weeks'  revival  serv- 
ice will  begin  Aug.  21,  with  Bro.  Ramie 
Gass  as  the  speaker.  On  May  28  Bro.  P. 
L.  Fike  delivered  two  inspiring  sermons. 
Every  fifth  Sunday  we  have  an  all-day 
service  and  luncheon  at  the  church.  We 
are  happy  to  have  our  Brethren  visit  with 
us  at  any  time. — Mrs.  C.  H.  Gray,  Wynne, 
Ark. 

California 
Long  Beach. — Our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference  were  Robert  Walker  and  Mary 
Jo  Howell,  who  brought  back  interesting 
reports.  Our  offering  was  $325.  Mary  Jo 
Howell  has  completed  one  year  of  volun- 
teer service  and  will  report  on  her  work 
at  our  next  Sunday  evening  service.  Dur- 
ing the  quarter  three  persons  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
eight  by  letter.  One  letter  was  granted  and 
death  claimed  three  members.  Attend- 
ance at  both  Sunday  school  and  morning 
worship  during  the  months  of  May  and 
June  shows  a  marked  increase  over  the 
same  period  of  the  previous  year.  Two 
children's  groups,  a  boys'  club  and  a  chil- 
dren's chorus,  have  been  organized.  Our 
church  has  been  represented  at  every 
summer  camp.  A  vacation  Bible  school  is 
now  in  session  with  an  enrollment  of  171. 
Near  the  close  of  the  Bible  school  open 
house  will  be  held  when  a  tree-planting 
ceremony  will  be  conducted.  The  children 
who  attended  the  school  purchased  the 
tree.  We  look  forward  to  completing  the 
landscaping  in  the  very  near  future.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  the  building  of  a  par- 
sonage. — Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike,  Long  Beach, 
Calif. 

Paradise. — We  were  saddened  by  the  ac- 
cidental   death   of    a    deacon    and    trustee, 


Percy  Brubaker.  He  was  also  the  teacher 
of  the  young  people's  class.  Our  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May 
26,  with  the,  men  serving  the  banquet.  On 
May  30  a  clean-up  day  was  held  at  the 
church.  A  successful  Bible  school  was  held 
June  12-23  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty  and 
an  average  attendance  of  forty-two.  As  a 
member  of  the  children's  cabinet  of  the 
district.  Iris  Montz  will  teach  in  the  lab- 
oratory school  in  Modesto,  July  17-21.  A 
Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  July  4  at 
our  church  picnic  grounds,  a  seven-acre 
tract  known  as  Cedar  Creek  Camp. — Alta 
Mae  Butterbaugh,  Paradise,  Calif. 

Delaware 
Wilmington. — Six  persons  have  been  bap- 
tized since  our  last  report.  Our  pastor, 
Norman  F.  Ford,  attended  the  North 
American  Assembly  of  Y.M.C.A.  boys' 
work  secretaries  held  at  Green  Lake,  Wis. 
Our  pastor's  wife,  Edith  G.  Ford,  was  our 
official  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. 
Plans  are  under  way  for  building  addi- 
tional Sunday-school  rooms  to  our  present 
church  house.  A  successful  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  June  19-30.  One  of 
our  young  church  members,  Margery  Mor- 
rison, is  at  New  Windsor  training  for 
Brethren  volunteer  service  for  a  year's 
period.  On  June  25  Hugh  Boudin  of  Bel- 
gium was  our  guest  speaker.  A  day  camp 
was  held  July  3-14  for  youngsters  of  the 
community  sponsored  by  the  Methodist 
church  and  our  church,  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  community  service  de- 
partment of  the  Y.M.C.A.  Our  congrega- 
tion has  recently  taken  a  DP  family  and  is 
making  headway  in  getting  them  estab- 
lished. —  Mrs.  Elva  H.  Wickersham, 
Newark,  Del. 

District  of  Columbia 
Washington. — Our  pastor  taught  a  teach- 
ers' training  course  using  the  textbooks, 
Knowing  and  Using  Your  Bible  and  Ex- 
ploring the  Bible.  In  observing  National 
Family  Week  the  parents  clubs  of  our 
church  sponsored  a  stay-at-home  night  for 
all  members  of  the  church.  Suggestions 
regarding  its  observance  were  sent  to  each 
home.  Our  pastor  spoke  on  Building  the 
Walls  of  Home  one  Sunday  morning  and 
the  movie,  A  Preface  to  Life,  was  shown 
in  the  evening.  Sara  Shisler,  a  missionary 
from  Garkida,  W.  Africa,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  women's  council.  The 
senior  class  presented  its  annual  spring 
concert.  Howard  Sollenberger  of  the 
State  Department  spoke  on  conditions  in 
China.  On  June  4  Bro.  Premchand  Bha- 
gat  of  Anklesvar,  India,  delivered  the 
morning  message.  On  June  25  our  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Conference  gave  their  re- 
ports. Our  Friday  evening  family  nights 
are  continuing  through  the  summer  and 
are  held  in  the  form  of  a  picnic.  D.  W. 
Boyer  has  been  added  to  our  church  staff 
as  director  of  music.  Since  our  last  report, 
one  person  has  been  baptized  and  seven 
babies  have  been  dedicated. — Mrs.  Carl  L. 
Williams,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Florida 
Tampa. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  Quakers  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  were  recent  guests.  Bro. 
Jones  addressed  the  audience  on  World 
Brotherhood  or  No  World  and  Mrs.  Jones 
presented  a  selection  on  the  violin.  On 
June  11,  Elder  E.  C.  Swihart  of  Lakeland 
brought  us  an  inspiring  morning  message 
and  Bro.  Joe  May,  home  from  school,  de- 
livered the  evening  message.  Our  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  was  held  June  12-23;  with 
Sister  Zella  Culpepper  as  the  director. 
The  enrollment  was  fifty.  The  school 
made  first  use  of  the  new  building,  which 
is  not  yet  fully  completed. — Alice  M.  Gray- 
bill,   Tampa,  Fla. 

Illinois 
Allison  Prairie, — A  two  weeks'  revival 
just  closed  at  our  church  with  two  con- 
versions. Bro.  Clarence  Brubaker  of  Hol- 
lansburg,  Ohio,  was  the  evangelist  and 
Sister  Brubaker  led  the  singing.  We  have 
been  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  Durward 
Hays  preach  for  us  twice  a  month  since 
we  have  been  without  a  pastor.  Brother 
and  Sister  Elmer  Johnson  of  Bartlesville, 
Okla.,  are  taking  up  the  pastorate  of  our 


church  on  Sept.  3.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  are  Bro.  Jacob  Elder  and 
Sister  Lizzie  Brown. — Mrs.  Ruby  Fisher, 
Flat  Rock,  111. 

Decatur. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Fulk  took 
our  pastor  to  the  Washington  Seminar  and 
while  there  a  trip  was  made  to  New  Wind- 
sor to  visit  some  of  the  DP  families.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  to  bring  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ivan  Tarasenko  and  their  two  chil- 
dren to  Decatur  to  make  their  home.  They 
are  still  living  in  the  home  of  George  Fulk 
until  other  arrangements  can  be  made. 
Both  parents  have  found  employment.  We 
were  represented  at  Annual  Conference 
by  Brother  and  Sister  Bantz,  Earl  Traugh- 
ber  and  his  family,  Wilbur  Metzger  and  his 
wife,  Alton  Fox  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Susan 
Arnold  and  Dale  Landes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Festus  Shively  are  back  with  us  after 
spending  most  of  a  year  in  California.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Clannin  spent  a  few  days 
with  their  son,  Wilfred,  in  Denver,  Colo. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  closed  on  the 
evening  of  June  30  with  an  interesting  pro- 
gram and  exhibit  of  the  work  completed. 
There  was  an  enrollment  of  sixty  in  the 
school.  On  June  10  Lois  McBride  was 
married  to  Gerald  Burge.  Carolyn  Curtiss 
was  married  to  John  Traughber,  Jr.,  on 
June    25.     Bridal    showers    were    held    for 


them  by  the  church  previous  to  their  mar- 
riage.— Mrs.  D.  M.  Barone,  Decatur,  111. 

Dixon. — On  July  12  Brother  and  Sister 
Wilbur  Stern  went  to  New  Windsor  to  get 
their  German  student.  We  have  recently 
redecorated  the  interior  of  our  church  and 
are  planning  a  rededication  service  for  the 
second  Sunday  in  August.  We  are  having 
special  services  for  the  August  harvest 
emphasis.  Several  of  our  youth  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  various  camps  being  held 
at  Camp  Emmaus  near  Mt.  Morris.  On 
June  29  the  church-school  picnic  was  held 
at  the  camp.  Our  council  meeting  was 
held  and  new  officers  were  elected. — Na- 
dine  Moats,  Dixon,  111. 

Lanark. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Walter  Bow- 
man, was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  Katherine  Lotz  represented  us 
at  the  music  conference.  On  June  11  we 
held  our  Sunday-school  picnic  at  Camp 
Emmaus  with  Bro.  Joe  Piesen  bringing  the 
message  of  the  morning.  We  held  our 
children's  day  program  on  June  18.  On 
the  morning  of  June  25  Bro.  Bowman  gave 
us  a  report  on  some  of  the  high  lights  of 
the  Conference  and  in  the  evening  Kath- 
erine Lotz  and  Dorothy  Lower  gave  some 
talks  and  demonstrations  on  the  music 
conference.  Our  district  picnic  was  held 
at  Camp  Emmaus  on  July  16,  sponsored  by 


Brethren   Life  Study  Series 

Per  copy,  65  cents;  5  or  more  copies,  50  cents  each 


Calling  All  Peacemakers 


By  Gordon  Shull 


This  youth  unit  in  the  Brethren  Life  Study 
Series  provides  discussion  materials  for 
six  sessions.  In  lively  and  dramatic  narra- 
tive centering  around  the  activity  of  one  youth  group,  the 
basic  materials  are  presented.  These  are  accompanied  by 
thought-stimulating  questions  and  true-or-false  statements. 
A  bibliography  of  other  available  materials  is  included. 
Useful  in  youth  groups  and  valuable  for  individual  reading. 


You  and  Your  Church 

By  DeWitt  L.  Miller 

Thirteen  studies  for  youth  and  adults.  De- 
signed to  make  membership  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  more  meaningful,  these 
studies  consider  the  origin,  history,  genius,  beliefs  and  prac- 
tices of  the  church;  its  fellowship;  its  homes;  its  organization 
and  work;  its  literature;  its  wider  relationships;  its  direction 
for  tomorrow.  Can  be  used  in  the  Sunday  school  or  in  Sun- 
day evening  or  weekday  evening  study  groups. 

Brethren    Publishing    House,    Elgin,    Illinois 


the  men's  work  of  the  district.  In  the  aft- 
ernoon four  students  from  Germany,  who 
are  here  for  the  school  year,  were  intro- 
duced by  Pro.  Piesen.  One  of  the  young 
men  is  making  his  home  with  Bro.  Piesen. 
On  July  13  our  summer  business  meeting 
was  held  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Our  DP  fam- 
ily is  now  nicely  located.  Brother  and 
Sister  Forest  Eisenbise  were  with  us  in 
the  evening  of  June  25. — Maggie  Ploeger, 
Lanark,  111. 

Romine. — Our  church  has  been  progress- 
ing under  the  leadership  of  our  resident 
pastor,  Bro.  Swinger.  Our  pastor  and  elder 
has  recently  returned  from  Annual  Con- 
ference where  he  represented  our  church. 
He  gave  us  an  interesting  report  of  the 
business  transactions  at  the  meeting.  Since 
his  return  we  have  resumed  our  weekly 
Sunday  evening  services  and  midweek 
prayer  meeting.  The  township  Sunday- 
school  convention  met  at  our  church  for 
an  all-day  meeting  with  a  basket  dinner  in 
the  church  basement.  Several  children 
from  our  Sunday  school  attended  camp. 
Several  persons  from  our  church  attended 
the  young  people's  meeting  at  Kaskaskia 
on  July  30.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
to  hold  a  Bible  school  in  the  near  future. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  in  at- 
tendance and  interest.  The  ladies'  aid 
group  is  meeting  each  week  for  quilting 
and  doing  such  other  work  as  they  find 
necessary.  The  men  plan  to  do  some 
work  on  the  church  yard  and  are  caring 
for  the  cemetery.  Since  our  last  report, 
death  has  claimed  one  of  our  members- 
Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Iuka,  111. 

Sterling.— We  met  in  our  regular  quar- 
terly council  on  July  13  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  O.  D.  Buck,  presiding.  Church  offi- 
cers were  elected.  We  had  our  rededica- 
tion service  on  July  9  with  Bro.  Rufus 
Bowman  as  the  guest  speaker.  Many  of 
our  church  women  attended  our  district 
women's  rally  at  Lena.  The  young  people 
of  the  Rockford  church  presented  the  re- 
ligious drama,  Blessed  Are  They.  Our 
pastor  served  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  He,  his  wife  and  Jennie  Hoak 
attended  from  Sterling.  We  will  hold  our 
Sunday-school  picnic  on  Aug.  13  at  Sinnis- 
sippi  Park.  Several  of  our  young  people 
are  attending  camp  at  Camp  Emmaus  this 
week.— Mrs.  Katherine  A.  Miller,  Sterling, 
111. 

Indiana 

Andrews.— We  are  having  Sunday  eve- 
ning services  with  our  pastor  conducting 
a  discussion  on  the  doctrines  of  the 
church.  Our  aid  society  decided  to  meet 
every  two  weeks  during  the  summer 
months.  They  purchased  a  set  of  dishes 
and  some  silverware  for  a  family  in  the 
community  who  lost  everything  by  fire. 
Three  of  our  adult  members  are  serving  as 
cabin  leaders  at  the  junior  and  interme- 
diate camps.  Several  of  our  boys  and  girls 
are  attending  these  camps.  Two  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  music  and  wor- 
ship conference  and  Annual  Conference. 
They  each  gave  interesting  reports  at  our 
Sunday  morning  service,  Galen  Weaver  re- 
porting on  the  Annual  Conference  and 
Jane  Shaffer  reporting  on  the  music  and 
worship  conference.  Our  married  peo- 
ple's class  purchased  a  new  clock  for  the 
church,  which  was  needed  and  is  appreci- 
ated.—Mrs.  Kenneth  Shaffer,  Andrews, 
Ind. 

Bethel. — Since  our  last  report,  four 
members  were  received  by  letter  and  five 
by  baptism.  Two  letters  were  granted. 
Mrs.  Clara  K'an  addressed  our  church  on 
June  4.  Our  Conference  offering  was 
$239.47.  On  July  9  we  observed  children's 
day  when  six  children  were  dedicated  to 
the  Lord.  We  held  our  council  meeting  on 
July  13,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Bowman,  pre- 
siding. We  decided  to  help  send  some  of 
the  Sunday-school  scholars  to  camp.  Our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Clara 
Price  and  Grace  Noss.  The  aid  made 
two  bundles  of  relief  clothing  from  New 
Windsor,  collected  clothing  for  a  mission 
point  in  Kentucky  and  made  comforters 
for  Camp  Mack.    The  primary  department 
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increases  in  attendance. — Mrs.  Clara  Price, 
Milford,  Ind. 

Bremen. — Our  election  of  officers  for  the 
coming  year  was  held  July  14  and  Bro.  N. 
H.  Miller  was  re-elected  elder.  Since  our 
last  report,  four  persons  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism,  four 
by  letter  and  four  letters  have  been 
granted.  The  primary  and  junior  depart- 
ments and  a  few  adults  presented  a  play 
on  children's  day.  Our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Warren  Shoemaker.  Many  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  all  of  the  sessions.  Our  dis- 
trict meeting  delegates  to  Camp  Mack  are 
Brother  and  Sister  Milo  Weaver  and  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Shafer.  Many  persons  from  the 
church  are  attending  the  various  camps  at 
Camp  Mack  this  summer.  The  men  are 
repainting  the  outside  of  the  church.  The 
women  meet  once  a  month  to  sew  for 
relief  and  make  comforters.  Edgar  Bless- 
ing, our  exchange  student  from  Germany, 
will  soon  be  going  home.  He  has  sung 
solos  at  several  of  our  services.  His  stay 
with  us  has  happy  memories.  Our  harvest 
meeting  will  be  held  the  first  Sunday  in 
October  with  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill  of 
Bethany  as  the  speaker.  A  music  festival 
will  be  held  on  the  evenings  of  Sept.  29 
and  30,  with  Bro.  Brightbill  as  the  leader. 
Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held  Oct.  8- 
22,  with  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  of  Liberty 
Mills  as  the  evangelist.  Our  communion 
will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  22. 
Mrs.  Howard  Reed  was  elected  Messenger 
correspondent. — Mrs.  Otis  Loucks,  Bremen, 
Ind. 

Eel  River. — The  ladies'  aid  is  doing  relief 
sewing.  They  had  a  benefit  supper  for 
one  of  our  polio  victims.  Several  of  the 
women  attended  the  women's  rally  at  the 
West  Marion  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Earl 
Hostetter,  represented  us  at  Annual  Con- 
ference. Four  persons  from  our  church 
attended  the  music  and  worship  confer- 
ence at  Grand  Rapids.  Bro.  Dean  Crouse 
was  the  guest  speaker  on  June  18.  The 
church  has  recently  sponsored  a  displaced 
persons'  family.  Another  displaced  person 
has  been  given  a  home  and  an  occupation 
with  one  of  our  members.  A  German  high 
school  student  has  been  placed  in  a  home 
in  the  community.  Since  our  last  report, 
three  letters  have  been  granted  and  one 
member  received  by  letter. — Mrs.  Harold 
Maloy,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Kokomo. — On  June  4  we  recognized  our 
high  school  graduates  at  the  morning  wor- 
ship services.  In  the  evening  the  choir,  di- 
rected by  Harold  Hoover,  presented  its 
annual  program  of  sacred  music.  Mr. 
Hoover  was  our  delegate  to  the  music 
conference  at  Grand  Rapids,  June  10-13. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  A.  Byerly,  was  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Having 
been  granted  a  scholarship  to  the  seventh 
annual  race  relations  institute  by  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  Bro.  Byer- 
ly has  just  spent  two  weeks  in  study  at 
Fisk  University  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  At 
our  council  meeting  on  June  12  the  church 
voted  to  start  both  our  church  and  church 
school  years  on  Oct.  1.  Walter  Hoppes  and 
R.  A.  Byerly  have  been  chosen  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Arcadia 
in  August.  Guest  ministers  in  the  absence 
of  our  pastor  have  been  Rev.  J.  Newsom 
of  the  First  Baptist  church  and  Rev.  Mel- 
vin  Frank  of  the  First  Congregational 
church.  The  daily  vacation  Bible  school, 
which  was  held  June  19-30,  was  well  at- 
tended. A  worth-while  program  was  pre- 
sented on  the  evening  of  July  2  to  a 
large  audience.  Our  program  of  visual 
education  is  being  carried  forward  with 
the  use  of  our  sound  projector. — Mrs.  Ethel 
Schelbert,   Kokomo,  Ind. 

Moniicello. — Several  men  attended  the 
district  men's  meeting  at  the  Bachelor 
Run  church  and  our  men's  chorus  sang 
two  special  numbers.  At  our  annual  pul- 
pit exchange  we  were  fortunate  in  having 
Bro.  F.  P.  Hostetler  of  the  Santa  Fe  church 
at  the  Guernsey  services  and  Bro.  T.  A. 
Shively  of  Pipe  Creek  at  the  Pipe  Creek 
services.  Our  pastor  conducted  services 
on  the  home  through  the  month  of  May. 
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He  used  film  and  recordings,  panel  discus- 
sions. On  the  first  Sunday  night  in  June 
Prosecuting  Attorney  Robert  Million  de- 
livered the  address.  On  July  10  we  held 
our  summer  council  meeting  at  the  Pike 
Creek  church  with  Elder  Jay  Johnson  pre- 
siding; officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Our  children  enjoyed  Bible 
school  this  year,  the  ones  from  Pike 
Creek  going  to  Sitka  and  those  from 
Guernsey  going  to  Reynolds.  Four  of  our 
juniors  are  enjoying  a  week  at  Camp 
Mack. — Opal  Foster,  Monon,  Ind. 

Ml.  Pleasant. — At  our  quarterly  council 
in  June  we  decided  to  hold  our  harvest 
meeting  on  Oct.  8.  Our  pastor,  N.  H. 
Miller,  represented  us  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Our  delegates  to  the  district  meet- 
ing are  Sisters  Iva  Luntz  and  Gladie 
Wiedeman.  Several  of  the  children  from 
our  church  attended  the  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  held  in  Bourbon  the  first 
two  weeks  of  June.  Bro.  Ira  Frantz  was 
our  guest  speaker  on  Manchester  Day. 
Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz  spoke  and  showed  pic- 
tures of  his  trip  to  Europe  one  evening. 
Bro.  Galen  Bowman  was  our  guest  speak- 
er on  pulpit  exchange  Sunday.  Shortly 
after  their  return  from  Puerto  Rico,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Willard  Sellers  gave  a  talk 
and  showed  pictures  of  their  trip  and  their 
three  months'  stay  at  the  Castafier  mis- 
sion. Our  ladies'  aid  sent  bedding  and 
other  supplies  to  the  T.B.  hospital  in  Aus- 
tria and  food  to  the  Kaltenstein  boys' 
school  in  Germany/  We  were  interested 
in  the  pictures  of  this  school  shown  at  our 
church  by  Margaret  Geisel  of  Mishawaka, 
who  spent  last  summer  there. — Mrs.  F.  J. 
Wiedeman,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Dale. — We  met  for  our  July 
members'  meeting  with  our  elder,  Bro.  E. 
Paul  Weaver,  moderating.  Brother  and 
Sister  Russell  Weller  and  several  of  our 
laity  attended  Annual  Conference.  Bro. 
James  Tyler  filled  the  pulpit  in  the  morn- 
ing in  the  absence  of  Bro.  Weller,  while 
he  attended  Conference.  We  have  been 
having  a  good  attendance  at  both  church 
and  Sunday  school  this  summer.  Our 
church  purchased  a  building  which  has 
been  moved  to  the  grove  near  our  parson- 
age. It  will  be  used  as  a  recreation  center 
for  our  people.  The  men  have  been  busy 
harvesting  the  crops  on  our  Brethren 
farm.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  quilting 
and  piecing  comforter  blocks. — Mrs. 
Charles  Liby,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Rossville. — A  daily  vacation  Bible  school, 
sponsored  by  the  three  churches  of  Ross- 
ville, was  held  May  8-19  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  135  and  a  staff  of  twenty  teachers 
and  helpers.  At  our  last  quarterly  council 
two  members  were  received  by  letter.  Bro. 
Harley  Coppock  of  New  Mexico  will  be 
with  us  the  first  two  weeks  in  October  for 
evangelistic  services.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  G. 
L.  Wine,  represented  us  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence. The  building  committee  did  some 
remodeling  in  the  church  basement  this 
spring  and  is  contemplating  some  remodel- 
ing of  the  main  auditorium  in  the  near 
future.  A  family  from  this  church  is  help- 
ing with  the  relief  work  at  New  Windsor 
during  the  month  of  July. — Mrs.  Vernie 
Jackson,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Spring  Creek. — A  co-operative  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  May  29 — June  9,  in 
which  our  children  participated.  Our 
quarterly  council  was  held  on  June  6. 
Two  letters  were  received  and  one  granted. 
Two  of  our  members,  Charles  Arnold  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Leckrone,  have  been  called 
by  death  since  our  last  report.  Plans  are 
under  way  to  entertain  the  district  con- 
ference in  August.  Chester  Brallier  and 
Walter  Swartz  are  our  delegates.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  and  harvest  meeting 
will  be  held  sometime  this  fall.  The  plans 
and  date  are  in  the  hands  of  the  mission- 
ary committee.  Bro.  James  Tyler  has  been 
secured  as  our  pastor  for  the  coming  year 
as  Bro.  Leonard  Custer  will  leave  us  the 
last  of  August  to  take  up  the  pastorate  in 
the  West  Eel  River  church.  Ordination 
services  for  Brother  and  Sister  Hubert 
Newcomer  were  in  charge  of  the  district 
ministerial  board  on  June  2.  Several  of  our 
members  attended  Annual  Conference. 
The  church  offering  was  $212.50. — Ada 
Stumpff,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 


Upper  Fall  Creek. — We  met  in  our 
regular  council  in  June  with  our  elder  pre- 
siding. The  men  are  planning  for  a  com- 
munity sale  in  the  fall.  They  have  planted 
four  acres  of  corn.  We  had  four  new  con- 
verts and  four  persons  to  rededicate  their 
lives  recently.  We  are  building  a  par- 
sonage on  the  lot  west  of  the  present  house 
where  the  sexton  lives.  The  men  are  try- 
ing to  build  it  in  their  spare  time.  They 
hope  to  have  it  finished  by  October.  We 
had  a  ground  turning  for  our  parsonage 
on  July  9.  Four  classes  took  part  in  the 
service.  Lulu  McWilliams,  one  of  our 
oldest  members,  turned  the  first  shovel  of 
dirt.  Each  class  organization  is  sponsor- 
ing some  project  at  the  parsonage.  Our 
pastor's  wife  is  back  to  worship  with  us 
again  after  undergoing  surgery.  We  have 
lost  two  members  by  death  this  spring. 
— Goldie  Spall,  Middletown,  Ind. 

West  Goshen. — The  fathers  and  sons  held 
their  banquet  on  June  6  at  the  church 
cabin.  Twenty  children  were  dedicated  to 
Christ  at  a  service  conducted  by  the  pas- 
tor on  the  morning  of  June  11.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  in  June 
with  an  average  enrollment  of  130.  Bro. 
Arthur  Keim  was  with  us  on  pulpit  ex- 
change day.  The  church  sent  $150  and  140 
cans  of  meat  to  the  Kaltenstein  boys'  home 
in  Germany.  Our  Annual  Conference  re- 
port was  presented  on  June  25  by  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Berkebile,  and  Bro.  Ira  Shideler. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  knotted  comforters  for 
relief.  The  Sunday-school  teachers  meet 
each  Monday  evening  for  a  preview  of  the 
Sunday  lesson.  Twenty  of  our  juniors  and 
intermediates  have  attended  Camp  Mack. 
Three  new  members  were  recently  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  six  by  baptism.  The 
women  are  now  filling  jars  for  Bethany 
hospital.   Our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  456.  Wanted:  Laboratory  technician. 
Prefer  Brethren.  Excellent  position  for 
one  interested  in  long-term  employment. 
Write:  Bethany  Hospital,  3420  W.  Van 
Buren   St.,   Chicago   24,   111. 

No.  457.  Wanted:  Bookkeeper,  prefer 
Brethren  interested  in  long-term  employ- 
ment. Write:  Brethren  Hospital.  3420  W. 
Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  458.  Wanted:  Steward  and  matron 
for  Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  in  Southern 
Pennsylvania.  Write:  O.  J.  Hassinger, 
Huntsdale,   Pa. 

No.  459.  For  sale:  Corner  lot  in  La 
Verne,  Calif.  Two  blocks  from  church,  six 
blocks  from  college.  Close  bus  and  stores. 
Zoned  for  duplex  or  two  houses.  Write:  L. 
D.  Bosserman,  4442  Larchwood  Place,  Riv- 
erside,   Calif. 

No.  460.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  couple  to 
make  their  home  with  a  woman  aged  63 
years.  Man  to  do  outside  work  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  Woman  to  be  com- 
panion and  help  with  the  housework.  One 
mile  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Ella  S.  Wertz,  809  E.  Main  St.,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

No.  461.  Wanted:  Married  man  to  work 
on  large  dairy  and  general  farm.  Close 
to  Brethren  church,  school  and  city.  Best 
of  working  conditions,  modern  tenant 
house.  Write:  Roy  S.  Miller,  R.  1,  Water- 
loo, Iowa. 

No.  462."  Wanted:  Orders  for  prayer 
coverings  any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,  Adrian,  Mich. 


are  Brother  and  Sister  Urbanus  Huber, 
Ethel  Cripe  and  D.  G.  Berkebile.  Bro.  J. 
Mathis  was  with  us  both  morning  and 
evening  on  Manchester  day.  At  a  recent 
council  five  new  deacons  were  chosen.  The 
official  board  has  divided  the  church  terri- 
tory into  seven  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
visitation  and  evangelism.  During  the  last 
quarter  our  pastor  made  240  personal  calls. 
On  the  evening  of  July  23  the  Wakarusa 
young  people  presented  the  play,  Con- 
version.— Mrs.  J.  P.  Eckstadt,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Ivesier. — This  quarter  started  with  a 
preaching  mission  by  Bro.  Glen  Weimer  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.  Eight  letters  were  re- 
ceived and  nine  persons  were  baptized 
recently.  Several  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  district  youth  rally  at  the 
Worthington  church,  Minn.  The  local 
W.C.T.U.  organization  presented  an  audio 
film,  The  Vicious  Circle,  at  a  Sunday 
evening  service.  Seniors  graduating  from 
surrounding  high  schools  were  honored  at 
a  reception  and  banquet.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Heisey  attended  Annual  Conference  as 
our  delegates.  During  their  absence  we 
were  fortunate  to  have  Bro.  Oran  Hoffman 
fill  the  pulpit.  Rev.  Ralph  Imes  of  Eldora 
spoke  one  Sunday  evening  also.  Bro.  Ray- 
mond Slifer  of  La  Verne  College,  one  of 
our  young  men,  spoke  to  us  on  June  25. 
Preparations  were  made  to  hold  a  vaca- 


tion Bible  school  but  because  of  repair 
work  being  done  on  the  church,  these 
plans  were  cancelled.  The  work  is  pro- 
gressing.— Mrs.  Howard  Sheller,  Eldora, 
Iowa. 

Kingsley. — Our  annual  union  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  May  29 — June  11, 
with  an  enrollment  of  181  and  an  average 
attendance  of  170.  This  included  the  Con- 
gregational, the  Methodist  and  the 
Brethren  churches.  On  a  recent  Sunday 
evening  we  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  Ickes 
of  Dallas  Center  show  slides  of  the  heifer 
project  and  of  his  tour  of  Europe.  Brother 
and  Sister  Powell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Karlson  attended  Annual  Conference.  Bro. 
Powell  was  our  delegate.  Several  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  district  and 
section  youth  rallies  at  Worthington,  Minn. 
We  observed  children's  day  on  June  25 
with  children  and  lay  members  taking  part 
in  the  service.  The  children  had  a  choir 
and  presented  us  with  two  numbers.  On 
the  evening  of  June  29  we  had  family 
night.  This  was  in  the  form  of  a  birthday 
tea.  Chester  and  Lila  Peckover,  who  have 
spent  two  years  in  Puerto  Rico  and  who 
are  now  employed  on  the  Milford  Beeghley 
farm,  showed  slides  from  Puerto  Rico.  We 
are  having  very  good  attendance  at  both 
Sunday  school  and  church. — Irene  Van- 
norsdel,  Kingsley,  Iowa. 

Ottumwa. — The  CBYF  of  our  church  has 
been     visiting     youth     groups     of     other 


THE   BRETHREN 
STORY    CARAVAN 


by  Mary  Garber 


Readers  of  this  delightful  and  informa- 
tive new  book  of  stories  about  Brethren 
people  will  meet  on  its  pages  both  old 
and  new  friends: 


Alexander  Mack,  Sr. 
John  Naas 
Peter  Becker 
Christopher  Sower,  Sr. 
Christopher  Sower,  Jr. 
Sarah  Major 
George  Wolfe 
Henry  Kurtz 
Abraham  Cassel 
John  Kline 
Peter  Wrightsman 
Samuel  Weir 
James  Quinter 
Wilbur  Stover 
D.  L.  Miller 
James  and  Barbara  Gish 


Frank  Crumpacker 

Jacob  D.  Yoder 

Dhanjibhai 

George  Carl 

William  and  Adaline  Beery 

Albert  C.  Wieand 

E.  B.  Hoff 

Moy  Gwong 

Ruth  Royer  Kulp 

Myra  Brooks  Welch 

Mai  Sule 

Ida  Shumaker 

Wang  Tung 

John  Barwick 

Don  Royer 

M.  R.  Zigler 


Reading  this  book  will  give  you  new  light  on  and  new  appre- 
ciation of  your  church.   The  price  is  $1.25. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


churches  at  their  regular  meetings.  Every 
absent  member  is  contacted  by  card,  tele- 
phone or  personally  sometime  during  the 
week.  We  have  a  Wednesday  evening 
service  each  week.  We  were  fortunate 
to  have  Clara  K'an  and  her  small  son, 
Kelly,  of  China  with  us  for  an  evening 
service.  Nettie  Senger  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind., 
showed  films  and  spoke  on  China  at  the 
missionary  meeting.  We  had  a  dedication 
of  babies  the  second  Sunday  in  June.  The 
evening  of  June  9  was  family  night  at  the 
church  with  a  basket  supper  and  program. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school,  with  Neva  Dob- 
bins of  South  English,  as  the  director,  was 
held  the  last  two  weeks  in  June  with  an 
average  attendance  of  sixty-nine.  The 
group  gave  $31.89  for  missions.  Several  of 
our  young  people  attended  the  young  peo- 
ple's conference  at  Ollie  on  July  8  and  9. 
The  Japanese  Christian,  Kagawa,  was  in 
our  city  on  July  23.  The  Southern  District 
conference  is  to  be  held  in  our  church 
Sept.  16-18.— Mrs.  Paul  Ruby,  Ottumwa, 
Iowa. 

Kansas 

Hutchinson. — We  met  in  council  on  July 
10,  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Charles  Dumond. 
Jr.,  presiding.  We  plan  to  have  a  revival 
in  the  fall  and  to  put  special  emphasis  on 
children's  work  next  year.  Our  cradle  roll 
superintendent  reported  fifty-one  on  the 
roll.  Our  church  is  sponsoring  a  junior 
ball  team  in  the  city  church  tournament. 
Our  young  people  went  to  Wichita  recently 
to  meet  with  the  young  folks  there.  A  va- 
cation Bible  school  was  held  with  an  en- 
rollment of  forty-eight.  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder, 
our  district  fieldman,  gave  us  a  very  good 
lecture  on  the  workings  of  our  church. 
Since  our  last  report,  nine  letters  have 
been  granted  and  fifteen  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church,  two  by  baptism  and 
thirteen  by  letter.  Two  of  our  members 
attended  Conference  and  Ronald  Moyer 
served  as  our  delegate.  Our  church  build- 
ing has  been  painted  and  more  work  is 
planned  on  the  inside.  Four  juniors  and 
four  helpers  are  attending  our  junior 
camp  this  week  at  Salina. — Mrs.  Steve 
Moyer,  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

North  Solomon. — The  Solomon  Valley 
Evangelistic  Association  has  again  enjoyed 
fine  revival  meetings.  This  association 
consists  of  seven  churches,  five  different 
denominations,  of  which  North  Solomon  is 
one.  This  is  the  third  revival  that  has 
been  held.  These  meetings  are  held  in  a 
large  tabernacle  in  the  town  of  Portis,  as 
it  is  more  centrally  located.  The  meetings 
were  planned  for  sixteen  days  but  the  de- 
sire of  the  community  was  to  extend  the 
meetings  one  more  week.  There  were  six- 
ty-two confessions  made,  including  a  fam- 
ily of  seven.  Charles  E.  Boren  of  Detroit 
was  the  evangelist  and  Bro.  John  Landis 
of  Hesston  had  charge  of  the  music.  A 
two  weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  in  connection  with  the  meetings. 
There  were  over  one  hundred  enrolled. 
The  North  Solomon  church  entertained  the 
young  people's  conference  and  we  plan  to 
entertain  the  district  meeting  in  October. 
On  July  16  the  Orville  Wagner  family  pre- 
sented a  program  of  songs  and  instrument- 
al numbers. — Macy  Moyer,  Portis,  Kansas. 

Ohio 
Union  City. — Interest  and  attendance 
have  been  very  good.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, we  have  received  eight  members  by 
baptism  and  two  by  letter.  We  lost  one 
by  letter.  Several  of  our  members  at- 
tended district  meeting  and  the  following 
Sunday  the  delegates,  Sisters  Effie  Netzley 
and  Prudence  Eley,  gave  their  reports. 
During  Family  Week  the  mothers  and 
daughters  held  a  family  night  with  the 
theme,  The  Family  Bookshelf,  and  on 
Mother's  Day  eleven  babies  were  dedi- 
cated. In  May  our  pastor,  Kenneth  Long, 
delivered  the  baccalaureate  address  at  the 
East  Side  school  and  participated  in  the 
dedicatory  ceremonies  for  the  new  Union 
City  Memorial  hospital.  The  junior  and 
adult  choirs  have  helped  in  the  inspira- 
tional morning  worship  services.  Some 
recent  pledges  have  encouraged  the  organ 
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fund  soliciting  committee.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school,  which  was  held  for  three 
weeks  in  June,  was  conducted  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  that  in  previous  years. 
A  Bible  study  based  on  the  Gospel  of 
Luke  was  sent  home  and  studied  as  a 
family  project,  together  with  various 
choices  of  activities  and  self-expression. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  Annual 
Conference.  Some  workers  are  planning  to 
attend  the  regional  training  school  at 
Camp  Mack  in  July.  Brother  and  Sister 
Walter  Brumbaugh  will  be  our  delegates 
to  the  World  Convention  on  Christian  Ed- 
ucation at  Toronto  in  August.  About 
twenty  juniors  and  intermediates  are  en- 
rolled to  attend  Camp  Sugar  Grove  this 
summer. — Rachel  Keltner,  Union  City, 
Ind. 

Washington 

Tacoma. — Our  church  met  in  special, 
services  on  June  27  and  28  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Lynn  Blickenstaff,  missionaries 
to  India,  as  the  speakers.  Our  delegates  to 
Annual  Conference  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Melvin  Neher,  who  brought  back 
good  reports.  Our  pastor  preaches  one 
night  a  month  at  the  city  mission. — Mrs. 
Lettie  Cherrington,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Yakima. — After  a  busy  winter  of  re- 
modeling the  church  plant,  a  service  of 
dedication  to  God  was  held.  Assisting  in 
the  services  on  Sunday  afternoon  were 
Rev.  Edward  Ohrenstein,  president  of  the 
local  Council  of  Churches;  Rev.  Ivan  Bell, 
president  of  the  Yakima  County  Ministe- 
rial Association;  Bro.  I.  V.  Funderburgh, 
regional  executive  secretary;  and  Bro. 
Paul  Longenecker  of  Tulare,  Calif.,  a  for- 
mer pastor.  Bro.  Funderburgh  spoke  on  the 
theme,  We  Dedicate  This  House.  A  fellow- 
ship tea  followed  the  dedication  and  ev- 
eryone looked  over  the  redecorated  church 
plant.  The  evening  service  consisted  of 
another  address  and  a  baptismal  service 
in  the  new  baptistry  with  four  persons 
being  baptized.  Six  entered  the  church  by 
baptism  on  Good  Friday  evening.  A 
marked  increased  in  church  attendance 
has  continued.  The  church  organization 
has  been  changed  from  a  pastor's  cabinet 
to  a  board  of  administration-commission 
type,  to  go  into  effect  Oct.  1.  Bro.  An- 
drew Holderread  of  Sunnsyside  has  been 
elected  moderator  and  Robert  Faw  of  the 
local  church  assistant  moderator.  The 
minister's  license  to  Clifford  Ruff,  student 
at  La  Verne  College,  has  been  extended 
for  a  period  of  two  years.  Mr.  Foster  West 
and  his  wife  are  to  be  installed  permanent- 
ly in  the  deacon's  office.  In  June  the  Yak- 
ima Brethren  co-operated  in  the  commu- 
nity vacation  church  school  sponosored  by 
the  Council  of  Churches,  one  of  six 
schools  carried  on  under  united  leader- 
ship throughout  the  city.  In  July  Bro. 
Chalmer  Faw  conducted  a  Bethany  Sem- 
inary summer  school  in  the  Yakima  church 


for  pastors  of  the  Northwestern  area. 
Ministers  of  Idaho,  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton were  invited  for  the  week  of  July  10- 
15. — Committee  on  Publicity,  Yakima, 
Wash. 

West  Virginia 
Keyser. — We  decided  to  start  work  on 
our  educational  building  as  soon  as  we 
had  $10,000  in  the  treasury.  Our  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  4. 
Mrs.  I.  S.  Long  was  crowned  the  star 
mother.  On  May  14  a  dedication  service 
for  babies  was  held.  On  May  28  Bro.  P.  G. 
Bhagat  of  India  was  with  us  and  spoke  on 
The  Gospel  in  New  India.  Our  pastor  and 
Bro.  Bhagat  were  co-workers  in  India  for 
many  years.  We  co-operated  with  the 
community  in  a  union  vacation  Bible 
school.  Our  delegates  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence were  Brother  and  Sister  I.  S.  Long 
and  Bro.  Charles  Bobo.  The  church  lawn 
has  been  improved  by  the  planting  of  ev- 


ergreens    and     grass. — Mrs.     George     Mc- 
Neill, Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Morgantown. — At  our  annual  family 
banquet  on  May  12  a  program  of  music  and 
poetry  was  presented.  The  attendance  was 
the  largest  ever.  Recent  motion  pictures 
shown  were  The  African  Prince  and  Be- 
yond Our  Own.  The  fellowship  of  a  Ger- 
man high  school  boy  in  one  of  our  homes 
has  been  a  great  experience  for  us.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Fike  attended  both  the 
music  conference  and  the  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  vacation  church  school  en- 
rollment was  forty-nine  with  an  average 
attendance  of  forty-four.  Three  members 
have  been  received  by  letter  and  one  by 
^baptism  since  our  last  report. — Mrs.  S.  H. 
Flora,  Jr.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 
Wisconsin 

Maple  Grove. — A  two  weeks'  session  of 
Bible  school  was  completed  on  June  16  at 
the  Maple  Grove  church  with  students 
and  teachers  from  the  Stanley,  Maple 
Grove  and  Worden  churches  taking  part. 
There  was  an  enrollment  of  seventy-one 
and  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-four. 
Bro.  Walter  Miller  was  the  leader  and  Mrs. 
Felix  was  the  director.  The  older  pupils 
had  a  tree  planting  project.  Each  pupil  of 
this  class  planted  a  maple  tree.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  was  to  renew  and  continue 
the  group  of  maple  trees  around  the 
church.  A  sum  of  money  was  collected 
for  mission  work.  A  young  people's  meet- 
ing is  held  every  other  week.  We  meet  at 
the  various  homes  each  Tuesday  evening 
for  Bible  study,  prayer  and  fellowship. 
Our  ladies'  aid  meets  every  other  week. 
We  have  done  some  relief  work.  We  have 
raised  funds  for  church  improvement.  The 
men  repainted  the  church  and  did  some 
carpenter  work  on  the  church  building. 
Bro.  John  Heckman  visited  us  and  gave 
a  very  interesting  talk  on  our  missions  in 
Africa.  He  also  showed  specimens  of 
handiwork  done  there  and  demonstrated 
the  way  people  dress.  Since  our  last  let- 
ter to  the  Messenger,  three  persons  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  seven 
by  letter.  We  have  had  several  out-of-state 
guests  in  our  services  recently. — Mrs.  Ray-, 
mond  Koepl,  Boyd,  Wis. 


■H..H„M..M.,H  i  i  m.h..Hm1,m,.m,m..m..h..h..h  mi  H-H-4  11  1  I  I  I  1  M-M- 

X 

%  Religion  in  its  relation  to  science 

J  is  discussed  in  these  two  new  books.  Reading  them  will 

?  impress  you  anew  with  the  oneness  of  truth. 

?  The  Nature  of  Man 

J  Loos  and  Chrow,  editors 

•I* 

j-  Eleven  outstanding  thinkers  of  today  discuss  the  nature  of 

+  man  from  many  points  of  view — biological,  chemical,  social, 

f  psychological,  artistic,  and  religious.  They  contend  that  the 

?  more  man  understands  himself  the  more  effective  he  may  be 

f  in  bringing  about  a  meaningful  world  order.  Price,  $1.00. 
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Science  and  Christian  Faith 

Edward  LeRoy  Long,  Jr. 

A  scientist-theologian  points  out  that  science  and  Christian 
faith,  in  the  very  creativity  of  God,  support  each  other;  that 
they  should  realize  they  are  partners  in  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  God;  that  science  without  religion  may  be 
totally  destructive.  Price,  $1.75. 
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Don  Knight 


7  HE  sheer  heights  of  a  mountain  peak  continue  to  challenge  the  daring  of  men. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  sense  of  mastery  in  scaling  a  steep  cliff  that  appeals  to  the 
adventurer.  Or  it  may  be  the  vantage  point  of  a  new  perspective,  gained  as  one 
climbs  higher  and  looks  toward  new  horizons.  Young  men  and  women  especially  re- 
spond to   the   challenge    of   the    highest. 

The  Christian  learns  to  keep  looking  up.  High  moments  of  inspiration  draw 
his  eyes  upward,  just  as  he  will  look  to  the  top  of  a  snow-capped  peak  or  follow 
the  lifting  lines  of  a  great  cathedral.  To  seek  God's  kingdom  and  his  righteousness 
is  to  keep  looking  up,  to  follow  the  upward  trail  of  One  who  said,  "You  must  be 
perfect,   as   your   heavenly   Father   is   perfect." 
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The  manufacture  of  war  toys  for 
sale  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
West  German  Republic  has  been 
outlawed  in  a  revulsion  against  its 
previous   historic    militarism.    (WP) 

Church  leaders  in  the  Soviet  zone 
of  Germany  protested  against  the 
sentence,  "Jesus  never  lived,"  which 
appeared  in  a  new  school  textbook. 
As  a  result  new  editions  will  have 
these  words  deleted.  (WP) 

The  Golfcrest  Methodist  church  in 
Houston,  Texas,  has  been  given- 
forty  pews  by  the  Temple  Beth 
Israel,  a  Jewish  synagogue.  The 
pews  are  being  stored  by  the  fifty- 
five  members,  for  the  construction 
of  their  place  of  worship  will  not 
begin  until  fall. 

The  largest  college  Sunday-school 
class  is  claimed  by  Columbia,  Mo. 
The  Burrall  class  has  4,000  students, 
a  symphony  orchestra,  a  regular 
choir  and  a  verse-speaking  choir. 
Meeting  on  the  campus  of  Stephens 
College,  the  class  enrolls  students 
from  the  University  of  Missouri  and 
the  Christian  College  as  well  as 
from    Stephens    College. 

A  mobile  chapel  was  dedicated  at 
Seattle,  Wash.,  by  the  Washington 
and  Idaho  Council  of  Churches  for 
use  in  a  ministry  to  migrant  farm 
workers,  construction  hands  and 
transient  laborers  in  the  Northwest. 
The  station  wagon  is  equipped  with 
a  folding  altar,  recreational  equip- 
ment, film  projector,  records,  books 
and  magazines.  It  is  hoped  to  create 
a  fleet  of  such  traveling  chapels. 


Two  Negroes  recently  broke  pre- 
cedents. Bishop  Alexander  P.  Shaw 
presided  over  a  white  conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Southern  California- 
Arizona  conference.  The  governor 
of  Michigan  appointed  Charles  W. 
Jones  as  a  judge  in  the  recorders' 
court  in  Detroit. 

Belated  justice  has  been  rendered 
to  victims  of  war  hysteria  in  the 
acceptance  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment of  a  bill  for  more  than  a 
million  dollars  to  Japanese  ousted 
from  British  Columbia.  This  is  in 
settlement  of  property  claims  made 
by  citizens  who  lost  heavily  in 
forced  sales  when  they  were  evacu- 
ated from  the  Pacific  Coast.  (WP) 

The  greatest  mistake  we  have 
been  making,  thus  far,  says  World- 
over  Press,  is  to  let  the  Russians 
put  forward  one  peace  scheme  after 
another,  countering  only  by  calling 
them  false.  Then  why  not  plans 
of  our  own  that  are  sincere  and 
forward  looking?  To  do  that  would 
be  not  weakness  but  power.  We 
need  constructive  peace  offensives 
of  our  own. 

General  Evangeline  Booth,  retired 
commander  of  the  world-wide  Sal- 
vation Army,  died  in  July.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Salvation  Army  is  the 
story  of  Miss  Booth's  life,  for  she 
was  born  the  same  year  that  her 
father  established  the  Christian  mis- 
sion in  the  London  slums  that  grew 
into  the  Salvation  Army.  Her  only 
regret  was  "that  I  haven't  two  lives 
to  give  to  God  and  humanity." 


In  answer  to  questions  asked  by 
newspaper  reporters,  Prime  Minis- 
ter Nehru  of  India  explained  that 
country's    policy    of    neutrality: 

India's  policy  of  neutrality  does 
not  mean  passive  'doing  nothing'. 
It  does  not  mean  supporting  one 
policy  or  one  nation  or  not  support- 
ing it.  What  we  mean  is  thai  we 
will  try  to  decide  each  question 
without  being  bound  to  any  group, 
as  far  as  possible  on  its  merits,  and 
in  the  interests  of  whatever  India's 
objectives  and  ideals  might  be. 

I  am  prepared  to  allow  any  kind 
of  discussion  or  propagation  of  the 
philosophy  of  communism,  peace- 
fully, as  a  government  which  tries 
to  respect  civil  liberties,  but  if  com- 
munism —  or  any  other  ism  —  be- 
comes violent,  then  any  state  has  to 
suppress  it.  Communists  in  South- 
east   Asia    have,    firstly,    by    their 


extreme  violence  and  terrorist  meth- 
ods, and  secondly,  by  going  against 
one  of  the  dominant  urges  of  these 
countries — that  is,  nationalism — per- 
formed a  counter-revolutionary  act. 
Today  we  see  the  development  of 
huge  monolithic  states  under  Com- 
munist guidance.  Possibly  they  do 
answer  a  certain  question — the  eco- 
nomic question  —  in  certain  coun- 
tries, but  they  answer  that  question 
at  a  tremendous  cost.  I  do  not  like 
monolithic  stales,  and  I  think  that 
while  economic  freedom  is  essential 
— for  we  have  to  eat — the  price  of 
giving  up  all  political  and  individual 
liberty  is  very  great.  If  any  country 
can  find  a  solution  to  this  problem — 
thai  is  by  maintaining  individual 
liberty  and  at  the  same  lime  satisfy- 
ing the  economic  needs  of  the  people 
fully,  then  thai  country  has  solved 
the  problem. 


Courtesy  Elgin  Courier  News 


BRETHREN  YOUTH 


are  showing  the  way 


Let  Us  Accept  Their  Challenge  in  the  Achievement  Offering 


EVERYONE  at  Grand  Rapids  was  greatly  im- 
pressed by  the  action  of  321  young  people 
who  contributed  $1,050  to  the  Conference 
Offering.  Voluntarily,  they  determined  to  deny 
themselves  of  movies,  sodas  and  desserts,  and  to 
deposit  the  money  saved  in  one  great  offering  for 
the  Brethren  Volunteer  Service  training  program. 
With  young  people  such  as  these  in  our  midst, 
the  future  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  appears 
bright  indeed.   This  self-sacrificing  for  the  Broth- 


erhood program  is  certainly  a  challenge  to  older 
folk  to  examine  their  own  self-indulgence. 

In  order  to  make  our  fiscal  year  coincide  with 
that  of  most  local  churches,  our  next  Achievement 
Offering  is  scheduled  for  September  17.  The  budg- 
et for  the  change-over  Brotherhood  Fund  year  end- 
ing October  1  calls  for  $672,000.  The  work  of  the 
church  at  home  and  abroad  cannot  successfully  go 
forward  in  His  name  without  this  amount.  The 
budget  will  be  met,  if  we  accept  the  challenge. 


For  Brotherhood  Achievement  Support  the  September  Achievement  Offering 


SING  UNTO  THE  LORD 


IN  THE  opening  session  of  the 
164th  recorded  Annual  Con- 
ference it  was  our  inspiring 
privilege  to  share  in  the  culmina- 
tion of  another  conference  —  a 
great  music  and  worship  confer- 
ence which  featured  the  new 
hymnal,  soon  to  be  presented 
unto  the  church.  The  atmos- 
phere was  conducive  to  an  ear- 
nest evaluation  of  the  place  and 
importance  of  music  in  Christian 
worship.  "Sing  unto  the  Lord" 
we  are  exhorted  in  the  Book,  not 
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once,  but  again  and  again.  Why? 
Apparently  there  are  great 
spiritual  possibilities  in  music. 
Otherwise,  the  Bible  would  hard- 
ly be  so  full  of  exhortations  to 
sing,  nor  would  the  Christian 
church  have  given  such  a  promi- 
nent place  to  music  across  the 
centuries.  Clearly  music  is  po- 
tentially one  of  the  most  helpful 
aids  to  the  accomplishment  of  all 
that  is  good.  But  let  us  be  re- 
minded that  such  results  are  by 
no  means  automatic  and  inevit- 
able. Whether  the  contribution 
of  music  be  good  or  bad  depends 


M.  Guy  West 

Uniontown,    Pennsylvania 


on  at  least  two  factors:  (1)  the 
quality  of  the  music  and  (2)  the 
character  of  those  who  sing  it. 

What  music  does  to  people  de- 
pends, to  no  small  degree,  on  the 
quality  of  the  music.  The  steady 
beat  of  the  tom-tom  easily  en- 
genders mass  hysteria  in  the 
pagan  ritual  of  jungle  tribes. 
The  martial  music  of  the  mili- 
tary band,  played  by  men  who 
are  dressed  in  snappy  uniforms 
and  marching  in  perfect  step,  is 
unsurpassed  as  an  agency  of  en- 
listment. Jazz  music,  with  its 
powerful  appeal  to  the  physical 
and  the  sensual,  is  a  prime  asset 
of  the  dance  hall  and  night  club. 
But  there  is  music  which  touches 
the  deepest  emotions  of  the  soul 
and  inspires  the  noblest  conduct 
of  which  man  is  capable.  Such 
music,  and  only  such,  is  fit  to 
be  sung  unto  the  Lord. 

Music  is  not  an  end  in  itself. 
It  is  always  a  means  to  an  end 
and,  if  the  end  is  to  be  good, 
then  the  quality  of  the  music 
is  of  utmost  importance.  Just 
any  music  will  not  do — not  if  it 
is  to  be  sung  unto  the  Lord. 
There  is  not  a  person  who  would 
not  be  incensed  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  selection  of  popular  jazz 
into  a  worship  service.  Imagine 
the  members  of  a  choir  blending 
their  voices  in  "All  I  Want  Is 
Music,  Music,  and  Loving  You"! 
That  is  music  I  suppose,  but 
what  it  would  do  to  the  spirit 
and  purpose  of  a  service  would 
be  tragic  indeed.  We  know  that 
and  never  would  we  consent  to 
the  use  of  such  music  in  Chris- 
tian worship.  But  have  we  not,- 
in  some  of  our  churches,  con- 
sistently used  music  which  has 
more  in  common  with  the  swing 
and  rhythm  of  jazz  than  with 
the    great    hymns    of    worship? 


I  heard  recently  a  religious 
broadcast  which  featured  the 
singing  of  something  called  Jesus 
Hits  Like  an  Atom  Bomb.  I  shall 
not  offend  your  religious  sensi- 
bilities by  quoting  the  words  or 
trying  to  describe  the  cheap, 
jazzy  music  to  which  they  were 
sung.  Perhaps  none  in  this  group 
would  call  that  a  hymn,  but  some 
people  will,  and  while  I  trust 
it  will  never  find  its  way  into  a 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  some 
groups  who  are  supposed  to  be 
singing  unto  the  Lord  will  use  it. 

Some  time  ago  I  attended  a 
Sunday  morning  service  in  a 
New  York  City  church,  where, 
to  my  surprise,  the  Bible  was 
not  used.  Instead,  the  minister 
read  lessons  from  Milton  and 
Shakespeare,  both  of  which  had 


relevance  for  his  sermon  theme. 
Now  some  of  you  may  be  liberal 
minded  enough  to  appreciate 
such  an  innovation.  But  I  con- 
fess that  it  was  somewhat  shock- 
ing to  me  to  find  any  other 
literature,  however  good,  substi- 
tuted for  the  Bible  in  a  Sunday 
morning  service  of  worship. 
But  honestly,  I  wonder  if  that 
literature  was  not  more  appro- 
priate than  the  music  which 
some  of  us  use  regularly.  If  not 
actually  scriptural,  at  least  it 
was  not  out  of  harmony  with 
reverent  worship.  Would  that  as 
much  could  be  said  for  some  of 
the  jingles  that  pass  for  hymns 
in  our  churches. 

Since  our  singing  is  to  be  unto 
the  Lord  surely  the  music  which 
we  use  should  be  conducive  to 


worship.  But  genuine  worship  is 
a  rather  broad  experience.  Ac- 
cording to  the  sixth  chapter  of 
Isaiah  it  begins  objectively  with 
a  vision  of  God,  leads  quickly 
into  the  subjective  consciousness 
of  one's  own  sins,  follows 
through  repentance  into  the  joy 
of  forgiveness,  and  culminates  in 
a  personal  commitment  to  the 
unfinished  tasks  of  God.  Music, 
therefore,  which  is  sung  unto  the 
Lord,  should  minister  in  these 
areas  of  experience.  We  need 
hymns  which  give  a  vision  of 
the  Lord  high  and  lifted  up  and 
lead  the  worshiper  to  cry,  "Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hosts; 
the  whole  earth  is  full  of 
his  glory."  The  music  of  our 
churches,  having  brought  us  into 

Continued  on  page  6 


EDITORIAL 


"Yes-but"  Religion 

TALK  to  the  man  in  the 
street  about  your  Christian 
concerns  and  he  will  likely 
agree  with  you.  He  subscribes 
to  the  Golden  Rule,  he  admires 
the  Ten  Commandments  and 
he  thinks  the  teachings  of  Je- 
sus could  solve  most  of  our 
problems. 

Listen  to  the  men  in  power 
and  you  will  hear  a  good  word 
for  Christian  ideals.  Our  Presi- 
dent prays  in  public  and  fre- 
quently quotes  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  A  five-star  general 
says  our  problems  are  basically 
theological.  Our  Secretary  of 
State  uses  Scripture  on  occasion 
to  defend  himself. 

Then  why,  you  ask,  is  it  so 
difficult  to  see  Christian  princi- 
ples in  action,  since  there  is  such 
universal  agreement  that  they 
are  needed?  The  chief  reason  is 
that  the  religion  of  many  is  a 
"yes-but"  religion. 

Ask  your  barber  if  he  believes 
in  Christian  brotherhood.    "Yes, 


but  I  can't  give  Negroes  a  haircut 
because  I  would  lose  my  white 
trade." 

Ask  your  neighbor  if  he  thinks 
your  community  needs  your 
church  at  the  corner.  "Yes  in- 
deed, but  Sunday  morning  is  the 
only  time  I  can  mow  the  lawn. 
I  send  the  children  to  Sunday 
school." 

-  Ask  a  boy  if  he  can  forgive 
and  make  friends  with  the  boy 
who  tripped  him.  "Sure,  but 
he'll  have  to  come  crawling  to 
me  before  I  look  at  him." 

Ask  the  man  across  the  street 
if  he  believes  in  Christian  stew- 
ardship. "Of  course,  but  you 
know  I  can't  do  as  much  for 
missions  this  year.  You  can  bor- 
row my  new  Packard,  though, 
if  you  need  it  any  time." 

Ask  the  young  man  in  the 
service  station  if  he  is  praying 
for  peace.  "Yes,  but  there's  only 
one  language  those  Reds  under- 
stand. You  have  to  do  more  than 
pray  when  you're  dealing  with 
a  bunch  of  gangsters." 

Ask  the  stranger — but  no,  ask 


yourself  how  often  you  have  giv- 
en lip  service  to  a  phrase  of 
Scripture,  only  to  deny  its  claim 
upon  you?  How  many  times 
have  you  prayed  the  Lord's 
prayer  only  to  evade  its  call  to 
commitment  and  service?  "Yes, 
Lord,"  you  said,  "someday  I'll 
give  you  everything:  my  money, 
my  ambitions,  my  thoughts,  my 
life.  But  not  now.  First,  I  have 
to  pay  for  my  home.  Let  me 
get  that  better  job,  and  then  I'll 
start." 

The  "yes-but"  Christian  is  ex- 
pert at  evasions  and  clever  at 
excuses.  There  is  one  cure  for 
his  disease  and  that  is  to  look 
long  and  steadily  at  Jesus  Christ. 
For  Jesus  confronts  us  with  the 
disturbing  record  of  one  who 
gave  everything  —  even  his  life. 
He  asks  us  to  let  our  responses 
be  "yea,  yea,"  or  "nay,  nay." 
When  we  sincerely  give  our  lives 
to  him,  we  set  our  hands  to  the 
plow  and  there  is  no  looking 
back. 
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Sing  Unto  the  Lord 

Continued  from  page  5 

the  presence  of  a  holy  God, 
ought  to  make  us  conscious,  by 
contrast,  of  our  own  sins  until  we 
confess,  "Woe  is  me  for  I  am 
undone,  for  I  am  a  man  of  un- 
clean lips,  and  I  dwell  among 
a  people  of  unclean  lips."  We 
need  hymns  which  call  us  to 
repentance  and  lead  us  into  the 
joy  of  forgiveness.  But  true  wor- 
ship does  not  stop  there,  and  the 
music  of  our  churches  must  see 
that  it  does  not  so  end.  If  the 
coal  from  God's  altar  has  touched 
our  lips  and  we  know  that  our 
"iniquity  has  been  taken  away 
and  our  sins  purged,"  the  most 
natural  reaction  is  to  want  to 
give  ourselves  in  service  to  Him 
to  whom  we  are  eternal  debtors. 
So  we  need  great  hymns  of  social 
awakening  which  bring  God's 
clear,  insistent  call  to  his  un- 
finished tasks  and  lead  us  to  an- 
swer, "Here  am  I;  send  me"! 

Such  is  the  culmination  of  true 
worship.  Consequently,  if  the 
music  of  our  churches  is  to  con- 
tribute to  this  end  we  cannot 
content  ourselves  with  songs  of 
a  self-centered  appeal.  Quite 
recently  I  heard  In  the  Garden 
characterized  as  "the  greatest 
Easter  hymn  ever  written." 
Imagine!  As  I  recall  the  account 
of  that  first  Easter  morning,  in- 
stead of  walking  and  talking  in 
the  garden  of  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thea  like  two  contented  lovers 
oblivious  of  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  message  of  the  risen  Christ 
was,  "Go  quickly  and  tell." 
Isaiah,  in  the  culmination  of  a 
great  worship  experience,  heard 
similar  words:  "Whom  shall  I 
send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?" 
Xiet  us  be  grateful,  therefore, 
that  instead  of  songs  with  a  self- 
centered  appeal,  the  new  hymnal 
will  have  a  preponderance  of 
hymns  of  service  which  make 
us  uncomfortable  in  our  selfish- 
ness and  call  us  relentlessly  into 
the  waiting  harvest. 
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The  music  of  our  churches  is 
to  be  sung  unto  the  Lord,  and 
that  demands  worshipful  music, 
good  music,  music  fit  to  be  of- 
fered in  sacrifice  unto  the  Eter- 
nal. Nothing  second-class  or 
inferior  was  acceptable  in  Old 
Testament  worship.  That  which 
was  to  be  offered  unto  Jehovah 
had  to  be  without  spot  or  blem- 
ish. Shall  we,  in  our  worship, 
fall  below  Old  Testament  stand- 
ards? How  dare  we  use  inferior 
music  in  Christian  worship? 
Only  the  best  is  good  enough 
to  be  sung  unto  the  Lord. 

But  good  music  alone  is  not 
enough.  The  new  hymnal  may 
measure  up  to  our  greatest  ex- 
pectations. From  beginning  to 
end,  every  hymn  within  it  may 
be  fit  to  be  sung  by  angelic 
choirs.  And  we  might  use  it  in 
all  of  our  churches,  but  the  re- 
sults will  still  be  disappointing 
unless  the  people  who  sing 
measure  up  to  the  same  high 
standards. 

Does  that  mean  that  we  should 
work  harder  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  musical  talents  of 
our  people?  I  am  sure  that 
would  help.  The  ministry  of 
music,  unquestionably,  is  of  ut- 
most importance.  I  seriously 
wonder  if  anything  would  do 
more  than  a  great  musical  re- 


vival to  deepen  the  spiritual  life 
of  our  people  and  to  lead  us  to 
a  genuine  advance  with  Christ. 
But  let  us  not  make  the  mistake 
of  assuming  that  technical  train- 
ing alone  is  enough. 

Technically  trained  people 
might  sing  secular  music  accept- 
ably, but  we  are  called  to  sing 
unto  the  Lord.  That  requires 
spiritual  people.  Unless  we  are 
the  sort  of  folks  who  have  songs 
in  our  hearts  we  shall  never  sing 
unto  the  Lord  acceptably,  re- 
gardless of  technical  training 
and  modern  aids  to  worship.  But 
if  we  are  people  in  whose  hearts 
there  is  a  faith  that  sings,  then 
somehow  we  shall  glorify  God 
through  the  medium  of  song  in 
spite  of  all.  Spiritual  people  are 
singing  people.  I  doubt  if  there 
is  a  better  indication  of  the  spir- 
ituality of  a  church  than  its  con- 
gregational singing. 

Spiritual  people  are  a  singing 
people.  That  has  been  the  his- 
tory of  Christendom.  We  have 
recently  been  reminded  that  the 
Protestant  Reformation  was 
born  on  the  wings  of  song.  Could 
not  the  same  statement  be  made 
of  every  great  spirtual  awaken 
ing?  The  Christian  church  was 
born  on  the  wings  of  song.  How 
those  early  Christians  sang,  even 
when  marching  to  their  death  as 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts 

Music  that  touches  the  deepest  emotions  of  men  has  its  inception  in 

the  hearts  oi  noble  men 


martyrs!  Prison  bars  and  bleed- 
ing backs  could  not  silence  the 
song  in  the  hearts  of  Paul  and 
Silas.  And  Jesus,  our  Lord,  con- 
sciously facing  Gethsemane  and 
Calvary,  still  joined  with  his  dis- 
ciples in  singing  a  hymn  before 
they  went  out  of  the  upper  room 
into  the  night.  New  hymnals  and 
trained  musicians  are  important. 
We  cannot  do  our  best  without 
them.  But  they  would  be  poor 
substitutes  for  consecrated,  com- 
mitted lives.  It  is  not  either  or 
if  we  are  to  sing  unto  the  Lord 
acceptably;  we  need  both  good 
music  and  spiritual  people. 

But  there  is  more  to  the  text, 
"Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song." 
Did  anyone  in  your  church  ever 
object  to  the  use  of  unfamiliar 
hymns?  Do  they  plead,  "Let's 
sing  the  old  songs"?  By  old,  of 
course,  they  mean  familiar.  It 
may  come  as  a  surprise  to  some 
of  them  to  discover  that  many 
of  the  unfamiliar  hymns  in  the 
new  hymnal  are  actually  hun- 
dreds of  years  older  than  some 
of  the  songs  we  have  been  sing- 
ing. But  because  they  are  unfa- 
miliar we  call  them  new  and 
insist  that  we  do  not  like  them. 
So  some  people  who  purchase 
the  new  hymnal,  when  it  is 
ready,  will  continue  to  sing  noth- 
ing but  the  familiar  songs  which 
they  find  in  it.  Actually  there 
are  a  great  many  hymns  in  the 
present  hymnal  which  we  have 
never  used  in  most  of  our 
churches.  And  while  it  is  tragic, 
it  is  true  that  some  congregations 
never  use  more  than  a  fraction 
of  the  hymns,  regardless  of  the 
book,  but  continue  to  sing  a 
couple  of  dozen  over  and  over 
until  they  become  threadbare 
and  meaningless. 

How  much  the  worship  of  our 
churches  might  be  enriched  by 
the  introduction  of  more  of  the 
great  hymns!  And  how  easily  it 
could  be  done!  Those  who  at- 
tended the  Music  and  Worship 
Conference  heard  detailed  in- 
structions for  teaching  new 
hymns.  That  information  ought 
to  reach  every  local  church. 


No  one  can  object  to  talking  up 
the  great  hymns  of  the  church, 
Gabriel  Courier  says  in  his  com- 
ments in  the  Christian  Herald  on  the 
Religious  News  Service  report  of  M. 
Guy  West's  Conference  address. 
Sing  Unto  the  Lord.  But,  he  thinks, 
many  will  object  to  his  linking  gos- 
pel songs  with  the  swing  and 
rhythm  of  jazz.  Mr.  Courier  feels 
that  at  times  "the  flow  of  a  gospel 
song  .  .  .  matches  a  happy  mood  and 
makes  religion  more  than  long  faces 
and  flickering  candles."  The  preach- 
er will  need  to  decide  what  the 
tastes  of  his  congregation  are  and 
choose  his  music  accordingly,  Mr. 
Courier  concludes. 

Several  other  church  papers  brief- 
ly summarized  Bro.  West's  address, 
as  reported  by  Religious  News  Serv- 
ice, without  commenting. 


Historically  Brethren  have 
been  a  singing  people.  I  have 
as  a  treasured  gift  from  one  of 
my  deacons  who  is  approaching 
the  century  mark  an  old  Breth- 
ren hymnal.  It  is  a  small,  thick 
book  which  contains  the  words 
of  more  than  800  hymns — words, 
but  no  music.  Looking  at  it  I 
am  reminded  that  our  churches, 
in  the  not  too  distant  past,  had 
no  musical  instruments.  Can 
you  imagine  singing  without 
either  music  or  musical  accom- 
paniment? Well,  under  those 
conditions  the  Brethren  did  sing 
in  such  a  manner  that  they  won 
the  reputation  for  great  congre- 
gational singing.  Some  people 
fear  that  with  the  advent  of 
choirs,  organs  and  a  trend 
toward  more  liturgical  services, 
congregational  singing  is  doomed 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Surely  it  need  not  be  so.  If  we 
remain,  as  the  early  Brethren 
were,  a  devout,  sincere  people 
in  whose  hearts  there  is  a  fellow- 
ship with  God  which  sings  with 
joy,  then  these  instruments  of 
ours  will  become,  not  substi- 
tutes, but  supplements  for  the 
singing  of  the  people.  If  the 
older  Brethren  could  sing  as  they 
did  with  only  words  and  a  tuning 
fork  to  assist  them,  how  we 
ought  to  sing  unto  the  Lord  with 
all  the  assets  of  this  new  day! 
Such    singing    stems    from    two 


sources:  good  music — conducive 
to  worship,  fit  to  be  offered  unto 
the  Lord;  and  good  people — peo- 
ple who  are  spiritually  alive, 
people  who  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  good  music  in  Chris- 
tian worship.  Such  music  will 
be  found  in  the  new  hymnal. 
Will  such  people  be  found  in  all 
of  our  churches? 

Some  Observations  Arising 
From  the  Korean  Crisis 

Wilbur  R.  Hoover 

Enders,  Nebraska 

THIS  may  be  it.  This  may  be 
the  supreme  test.  This  may 
prove  whether  the  Christian 
church  has  what  it  takes,  wheth- 
er it  is  pre-  or  post-Constantine 
in  its  commitment  to  Jesus. 

It  seems  clear  that  if  you  make 
friends  with  your  neighbor  you 
will  not  need  to  be  armed  to  the 
teeth  in  fear  of  him.  There  is 
no  real  military  security.  "Situ- 
ations of  strength"  and  the  "lan- 
guage of  force"  philosophy  can- 
not produce  a  peaceful  nor  a 
decent  world.  Indeed,  the  words 
of  Jesus,  "they  that  take  the 
sword  will  perish  with  the 
sword,"  are  still  tragically 
relevant. 

It  also  seems  clear  that  educa- 
tion and  organization  alone  can- 
not produce  a  stable,  peaceful 
world.  Men  need  to  be  converted 
to  Christianity. 

Again,  it  seems  clear  that  the 
church  is  everlastingly  right  in 
pressing  for  a  personal  commit- 
ment to  Jesus  and  that  this  com- 
mitment must  not  be  confined  to 
a  personal  gospel,  but  it  must 
deal  with  social  sin  as  well. 

We  men  who  occupy  pulpits 
must  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  web  of  compromise  and 
make  a  clear  and  unequivo- 
cal stand  for  New  Testament 
pacifism. 


"Not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts"  (Zech.  4:  6). 
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Jesus  soys  to  all  mankind,  "He  who  believes  in  me  out 
of  his  heart  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water."    This  is 


Herbert  Miller 

Pastor,  Spring  Creek  Church 
Hershey,  Pennsylvania 


thing  to  another.  This  is  seen 
in  the  emphasis  on  commercial- 
ized pleasure,  in  the  increase  of 
drunkenness,  in  chain  marriages, 
in  gambling,  and  in  similar  ac- 
tivities. In  such  a  world,  the 
words  of  our  Master  come  with 
real  meaning  when  he  says,  "If 
any  one  thirst,  let  him  come  to 
me  and  drink.  He  who  believes 
in  me,  as  the  scripture  has  said, 
Out  of  his  heart  shall  flow  rivers 
of  living  water." 

We  notice  three  basic  thoughts 
in  the  words  of  the  Master. 

Jesus  presents  himself  as  com- 
pletely sufficient  for  all  of  the 
needs  of  man.  He  says,  "If  any 
one  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me." 
All  who  crave  for  faith,  for  a 
clear  conscience,  for  satisfaction, 
for  security,  for  a  sense  of  pur- 
pose in  life,  should  come  to  him. 
The  tragedy  of  our  time  is  that 
people  go  to  all  other  sources 
for  the  satisfaction  of  their  deep- 
est longings  and  overlook  the 
only  true  source,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ.  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
depicted  God  as  saying,  "My 
people  have  committed  two 
evils;  they  have  forsaken  me  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and 
•hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken 


The  Promised   Life 


MANKIND  today  is  char- 
acterized by  a  hunger  of 
the  heart  and  a  thirst  of 
the  spirit.  It  is  evident  to  any 
observer  that  man  is  not  meet- 
ing with  success  in  his  efforts 
to  satisfy  this  craving  of  the 
spirit.     A  writer  tells  of  seeing 
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a  bee  in  a  florist  shop,  in  the 
midst  of  a  host  of  beautiful 
flowers.  One  would  have 
thought  he  would  have  been 
completely  satisfied.  However, 
the  bee  merely  flitted  from 
flower  to  flower,  not  resting  any- 
where. Just  so,  says  the  writer, 
does  man  today,  in  his  search 
for    satisfaction,    go    from    one 


cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  wa- 
ter." Mankind  today  has  for- 
saken the  fountain  of  living 
waters  for  broken  cisterns  and 
is  unsatisfied. 

Jesus  presents  the  responsi- 
bility of  people  to  respond  to 
him  in  faith.  He  says  that  peo- 
ple must  not  only  come  to  him, 
but    they   must    drink.     In   the 


next  paragraph  he  says,  "He 
who  believes  in  me,"  implying 
that  to  drink  means  to  believe 
in  him.  Jesus  was  speaking  of 
all  that  belief  represents.  John 
says  that  Jesus  was  referring 
also  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  Christian  life. 

Belief  involves  our  personal 
response  to  Jesus  Christ  as  a 
Savior  in  committing  our  life 
to  him.  Peter  in  his  great  Pen- 
tecost sermon  says  that,  if  we 
are  to  receive  spiritual  blessing 
and  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  lives,  we  must  re- 
pent and  be  baptized  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
remission  of  our  sins.  This  in- 
volves penitence,  turning  from 
sin,  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  a  Lord  and  Savior,  receiving 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  living  in 
the  will  of  Jesus  Christ  under 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Again,  it  means  believing  in  the 
power  of  Jesus  to  forgive  sin, 
in  his  predictions  of  the  future, 
in  his  interpretation  of  the 
world,  in  his  disclosure  of  the 
nature  of  God,  in  his  teachings 
concerning  the  importance  of 
every  human  believer  and  in 
his  way  of  life.  Finally  true 
faith  involves  attaching  one's 
self  to  his  way  of  life  without 
reserve,  obeying  his  teachings 
and  living  the  way  he  lived.  In 
the  words  of  John,  "if  we  walk 
in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light, 
we  have  fellowship  with  one 
another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus 
his  Son  cleanses  us  from  all  sin" 
(R.S.V.).  This  is  the  ultimate 
expression  of  faith,  and  the  only 
means  by  which  our  soul's  long- 
ings can  be  satisfied. 

Jesus  says  that  he  can  satisfy 
our  human  needs  and  cravings 
only  when  we  come  to  him  in 
faith,  and  drink.  To  the  woman 
at  the  well  at  Samaria,  he  said, 
"If  thou  knewest  the  gift  of  God, 
and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee, 
Give  me  to  drink,  thou  wouldest 
have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would 
have  given  thee  living  water." 
Up  to  that  point,  the  woman  had 
not  responded   in   faith.    When 


she  believed,  she  found  that  he 
was  able  to  satisfy  her  thirst. 

Norman  Vincent  Peale  tells  of 
being  in  a  railroad  station  and 
noticing  the  large  display  of 
books  and  magazines  dealing 
with  the  problems  of  living.  The 
salesgirl  told  him  that  there  was 
a  great  demand  for  this  litera- 
ture. He  asked  her  what  she 
thought  the  reason  was,  and  she 
replied,  "The  poor  things  are  all 
tangled  up.  There  are  so  many 
things  they  want  to  get  away 
from,  mostly  themselves,  I  sup- 
pose. I  guess  they  are  looking 
for  some  one  to  release  them 
from  all  their  troubles."  Unfor- 
tunately, many  people  have  not 
discovered  that  it  is  by  coming 
to  Jesus  Christ  that  their  needs 
can  be  met. 

Jesus  teaches  that  the  conse- 
quences of  the  response  of  faith 
are  limitless.  He  says  that  those 
who  come  to  him  in  faith  will 
be  blessed  beyond  measure.  Not 
only  will  they  be  satisfied  for 
a  brief  time.  There  will  come 
from  their  hearts  rivers  of  living 
water  which  will  keep  them  sat- 
isfied. Beyond  this,  they  will  be 
able  to  satisfy  others  and  to 
share  the  grace  of  God  with 
those  whose  soul's  thirst  has  not 
yet  been   satisfied.    This  is  the 


essence  of  a  radiant  life,  of  a 
spirit-filled  life,  of  a  satisfied 
life. 

There  are  countless  numbers 
of  those  who  can  testify  that 
their  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  has 
brought  spiritual  satisfaction 
and  has  created  within  them 
a  spring  of  living  water.  The 
Indian  mystic,  Sadhu  Sundar 
Singh,  says  of  Jesus,  "He  is 
my  life.  He  is  everything  to 
me  in  heaven  and  earth."  A  mis- 
sion church  was  planning  to 
change  its  location  from  a  steep 
hill  on  which  it  was  situated. 
Some  said  it  was  too  far  to  go 
and  too  steep  a  passage  to  make. 
A  Christian  who  had  been  con- 
verted only  a  month  from 
Buddhism  said,  "If  they  realized 
half  the  joy  of  knowing  Jesus 
Christ,  they  would  walk  to  the 
top  of  that  mountain  gladly  and 
not  miss  a  service." 

Life's  richest  joy  is  known 
only  as  these  streams  of  living 
water  flow  out  and  lead  others 
to  satisfaction. 

Jesus  says  to  all  mankind,  "If 
any  one  thirst,  let  him  come  to 
me  and  drink.  He  who  believes 
in  me,  as  the  scripture  has  said, 
Out  of  his  heart  shall  flow  rivers 
of  living  water."  This  is  the 
promised  life. 


Thine,  O  God 

Charles  M.  Bieber 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

These  are  thy  hills,  O  God. 

Like  high  cathedral  spires  they  reach  for  thee. 
.  .  .  Upon  a  hill  was  placed  thy  cross  .  .  . 

These  are  thy  trees,  O  God. 

Their  leafy  arms  point  upward  unto  thee. 
. . .  'Twas  from  a  tree  thy  cross  was  made  . . . 

These  are  thy  rocks,  O  God. 

Their  silent  strength  bespeaks  thy  power. 

. . .  'Twas  on  a  rock  thou  knelt  and  prayed  . . . 

May  we  be  thine,  O  God. 

Seeking,  may  we  find  thee; 
Pointing,  may  we  lead  others  to  thee; 
Falling,  may  we  find  thy  power; 
Loving,  may  we  know  thy  cross; 
Knowing,  may  we  sing  thy  praise. 
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HOSPITALITY- 


a  dying  practice? 


D.  Eugene  Lichty 

Mountain  Grove,  Missouri 


WHEN  Grandpa  Lichty 
built  his  new  house  on 
the  farm — during  the  gay 
nineties  —  he  made  it  large 
enough  for  his  seven  children 
and  guests.  Four  of  the  five  bed- 
rooms could  accommodate  two 
double  beds  each  if  necessary. 
In  addition,  there  was  the  day 
bed  in  the  living  room,  a  large 
carpet  on  the  parlor  floor  and  a 
big  hayloft  in  the  barn.  One 
could  almost  say  that  there  were 
no  limits  to  the  number  of  Breth- 
ren who  could  be  given  shelter 
at  Grandpa's  place. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  con- 
trast Grandpa's  lodging  facilities 
with  modern  postwar  houses. 
Most  of  them  are  built  with  bed- 
room space  for  the  typical  mod- 
ern family  of  "two  parents,  one 
and  a  half  children."  The  far- 
sighted  occupant  may  include  an 
expandable  divan  for  use  when 
the  "in-laws"  insist  on  staying 
over  night,  but  this  is  really  a 
luxury  item  that  likely  will  give 
way  to  such  an  "essential"  as  a 
television  set  or  an  air  condi- 
tioner for  the  Pontiac. 

Does  this  semicentennial  con- 
trast mean  anything  more  than  a 
change  in  styles?  For  the  aver- 
age American  whose  Christian- 
ity is  only  a  Sunday  affair 
perhaps  it  does  not.  But  for 
Brethren  who  mean  to  be  broth- 
ers, it  indicates  the  decline  of  one 
mark  of  brotherhood,  namely, 
hospitality. 

It  was  not  too  many  decades 
ago  that  district  meeting  and  An- 
nual Conferences  were  held  in 


local  churches,  or  on  Brethren 
farms  in  the  large  barns  with 
tents  available  for  overflow 
crowds.  Probably  such  practices 
are  impractical  in  this  age  of  in- 
ner spring  mattresses  and  cush- 
ioned pews,  but  did  you  ever  stop 
to  figure  the  cost  of  lodging  a 
single  Annual  Conference  in 
Grand  Rapids  or  Ocean  Grove? 
The  sum  would  adequately  pay 
the  transportation  of  100  mis- 
sionaries to  the  farthest  mission 
fields!  But  the  monetary  costs 
are  not  as  serious  as  the  costs  to 
the  spirit  of  brotherhood  and 
Christian  love. 

Several  months  ago  our  fam- 
ily dropped  in  for  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship  in  one  of  our  larger 
churches.  We  had  been  in  this 
church  before,  but  to  most  of  the 
people  we  were  strangers — al- 
though Brethren.  After  "depos- 
iting" our  babies  in  the  church 
nursery,  an  usher  led  us  to  a  mid- 
section pew  where  we  could  see 
and  be  seen.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  we  fell  into  line  and  filed 


out  past  the  minister  as  seemed 
to  be  the  accepted  custom.  One 
person  said  "Hello"  to  us,  and 
the  minister  at  the  door  cordially 
greeted  us.  This  was  the  extent 
of  the  hospitality  shown  by  this 
congregation.  Maybe  the  inten- 
tion was  to  bring  us  into  union 
with  God  oblivious  of  our  fellow 
men,  but  we  came  away  with  an 
inner  feeling  that  something  was 
lacking.  Perhaps  it  was  our  own 
deficiency. 

But  our  grandparents  usually 
expected  someone  home  for  Sun- 
day dinner.  It  may  have  been  a 
visiting  family  or  some  of  the 
neighbors,  but  preparations  Sat- 
urday afternoon  and  Sunday 
morning  were  always  made  with 
possible  company  in  mind. 

There  is  no  virtue  in  attempt- 
ing to  save  an  antiquated  trait 
simply  because  of  its  antiquity. 
But  for  a  church  which  places 
strong  emphasis  upon  fellow- 
ship, hospitality  ought  not  to  be 
a  dying  art.  The  following  com- 
ment from  a  Biblical  scholar 
should  be  pertinent  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Brethren:  "The  primitive 
Christians  made  one  principal 
part  of  their  duty  to  consist  in 
the  exercise  of  hospitality;  and 
they  were  so  exact  in  the  dis- 
charge of  it  that  the  very  heath- 
en admired  them  for  it.  They 
were  hospitable  to  all  strangers, 
but  chiefly  to  those  that  were  of 
the  same  faith  or  communion." 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  asso- 
ciates hospitality  with  brotherly 


Friends  and 
strangers  were 
once  welcome 
guests  in  our 
homes.  Have 
we  lost  the  spir- 
it of  hospitality? 
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Questions  of  a  Child 


D.  H.  Aukermcm 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio 


WHAT  can  more  scald 
one's  peace  of  mind  than 
a  child's  frightened  ques- 
tionings? Questions  about  war — 
horrible  war,  and  its  black 
attendant,  death.  And  about 
what  is  after  death. 

There  is  little  mention  of  war 
in  our  home,  though  enough  to 
frighten  my  one  sister,  only  nine 
years  of  age,  but  bright  and  im- 
pressionable. Small  snatches — a 
casual  comment,  a  news  report, 
a  picture  from  a  news  magazine, 
or  even  a  fervent  prayer  for 
peace  —  have  awakened  in  her 
some  inkling  of  the  grim  pros- 
pects of  future  warfare,  and  have 
caused  her  all  the  distress  of 
which  her  young  mind  is  capa- 
ble. But  how  indirect  her  dis- 
tress and  how  ill-informed  her 
questions  compared  to  the  dis- 
tress and  questions  of  other 
children  in  other  lands!  Chil- 
dren in  Europe  and  in  Asia  know 
war  not  only  as  a  dreadful  future 


love.  "Let  brotherly  love  con- 
tinue. Do  not  neglect  to  show 
hospitality  to  strangers,  for 
thereby  some  have  entertained 
angels  unawares"  (Heb.  13:1-2). 
In  Paul's  letter  to  the  Romans  he 
exhorts  his  readers  to  "practice 
hospitality"  (12:13).  And  Jesus, 
himself  the  guest  of  many 
homes,  told  his  apostles  that  "he 
who  receives  you  receives  me" 
(Matt.  10:40).  In  his  parable  of 
the  last  judgment  Jesus  lifts  to 
a  high  level  the  hospitality 
shown  to  strangers. 

If  Jesus  would  ring  our  door- 
bell at  the  close  of  a  busy  day, 
and  ask  for  a  place  to  rest  would 
we  have  to  reply,  "Sorry,  Mister, 
we  live  in  a  bungalow  and 
haven't  even  one  extra  bed"? 


possibility  but  also  as  a  past 
horror  never  to  be  forgotten. 
The  horror  was  branded  upon 
their  memories  even  as  are  the 
scars  upon  their  bodies  in  early 
childhood. 

They  have  heard  the  scream- 
ing descent  of  bombs;  they  have 
been  a  part  of  the  wild  panic; 
they  have  gazed  into  the  tangled 
debris  and  seen  the  death  agony 
in  the  fire-framed  visage  of 
a  playmate;  and  they  have 
watched  workmen  drag  the 
mangled  corpse  of  a  parent  from 
its  arbitrary  interment.  And  in 
this  present  hour  of  crisis  and 
war,  quiet,  soft-eyed  children  in 
Germany  and  Poland,  in  Russia 
and  England,  in  China  and  Ja- 
pan, are  asking  one  question — 
a  question  in  which  is  embodied 
the  hushed  tremor  of  ten  thou- 
sand aid  raids,  ten  million 
deaths,  and  a  trillion  terrors — 
"Daddy,  will  the  bombs  fall 
again?"  But  the  father  (or  the 
stepfather)  can  only  smile  a  mel- 
ancholy smile  at  the  obsolescence 
of  the  plural,  bombs,  and  sigh, 
"I  do  not  know." 

These  are  obscure  little  people, 
tender  beings,  about  to  be  caught 
in  the  clash  between  a  ruthless 
imperialism  and  an  absurd  jum- 
ble of  high  ideals  with  jingoistic 
nationalism  and  optimistic  ma- 
terialism. But  a  small  clash  has 
occurred,  the  din  of  war  ap- 
proaches nearer,  and  with  it 
come  more  questions.  And  here 
in  this  calm  American  country- 
side vague  imaginings  of  war 
have  produced  their  effect,  for 
across  the  mind  of  my  sister  has 
flashed  the  thought  of  her  own 
death,  the  idea  most  unnatural 
and  startling  to  a  child.  This 
grave  consideration  required  a 
full  answer,  and  such  today  I 
tried   to   give   her.    I   told   her 


again  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  and  of  his  death 
and  resurrection.  I  explained 
that  we  in  like  manner,  though 
we  die,  shall  live  again.  I 
touched  upon  the  mysteries  of 
body  and  soul,  the  second  com- 
ing, and  heaven.  Then,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  fear  of  her  heart  was 
quenched  and  the  longing  of  her 
soul  was  satisfied. 

Ours  is  a  strange  faith,  a  faith 
that  can  evoke  the  believing 
laughter  of  an  astonished  child, 
hopeful  laughter  that  knows  no 
barriers.  It  is  a  simple  and  pow- 
erful faith  when  told  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a  child  in  answer  to 
the  questions  of  a  child.  But  in 
its  simplicity  it  can  evoke  the 
scornful  laughter  of  the  intellec- 
tual. I  know  not  what  reply  the 
agnostic  gives  the  war-inspired 
queries  of  his  child.  The  simple 
emotions  of  childhood  are  hard 
to  infect  with  the  bombastic  pes- 
simism which  has  been  the  view 
of  many.  Or  will  he  employ  a 
method  that  he  has  always  ac- 
cused the  Christian  of  using — 
sugar-coated  lies?  Neither  do  I 
know  what  the  humanist  will 
answer.  For  the  time  seems 
scarcely  convincing  for  any  gra- 
cious statement  about  the  good- 
ness of  man  or  his  working  out 
his  own  salvation.  Least  of  all 
can  I  imagine  what  the  Buddhist, 
the  Shintoist,  or  the  Confucian 
can  offer.  But  against  all  this, 
against  all  contrary  creeds, 
against  the  sneers  of  faithless 
men,  against  war  itself  and  all 
that  it  may  hold,  I  place  the 
answers  of  a  child,  the  love  of 
a  child,  the  faith  of  a  child. 


LOOK  FOR  THESE— 

A  report  on  the  World  Conven- 
tion on  Christian  Education  and 
other  articles  pertinent  to  Religious 
Education  Week — Sept.  23. 

Have  you  been  looking  for  ma- 
terials in  helping  the  teachers  to 
become  more  effective?  See  the 
new  audio-visual  aids  in  leader- 
ship training  listed  on  the  Local 
Church  pages  next  week. 
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Bob  Richards  in  his  roles  as  as- 
sistant pastor  of  the  Champaign 
church,  Illinois,  and  as  champion 
pole  vaulter  (right) 


Mary  Ann  Kenner 

Photos  by  Acme 


Pole-vaulting    Preacher 


POLE-VAULTING  is  much  in 
the  public  eye  these  days. 
Among  those  who  follow 
this  sport,  one  of  the  highest 
ranking  stars  is  the  Reverend 
Robert  Richards.  Among  news- 
men he  is  known  by  the  friendly 
nickname  of  "the  pole-vaulting 
preacher." 

At  an  age  when  many  athletes 
are  bridging  the  gap  from  var- 
sity days  to  professional  status, 
Bob  Richards  is  successfully 
combining  his  chosen  profession 
and  his  favorite  pastime  and 
sport. 

The  twenty  -  three  -  year  -  old 
minister  is  part-time  professor  of 
sociology  at  the  University  of  Il- 
linois and  assistant  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Cham- 
paign, Illinois.  Besides  his  stud- 
ies— he  is  working  on  his  doctor's 
degree  in  religion — the  youthful 
pole-vaulting  preacher  finds  time 
to  follow  a  rigorous  training 
schedule. 
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Bob  Richards  thinks  he  has 
found  the  formula  to  insure 
vaulting  triumphs.  Part  of  his 
formula  is  to  take  a  higher  grip 
on  the  pole.  He  worked  hard  be- 
fore the  Olympics  in  London  to 
master  a  thirteen-foot  six-inch 
grip.  Work  with  dumbbells  to 
build  shoulder,  wrist  and  arm 
muscles  are  included.  Finally,  by 
practicing  sprints  and  runs  he 
builds  speed  and  accurate  timing 
for  that  explosive  sweep  that 
takes  him  up-up-up.  The  sprints 
also  add  to  his  endurance.  He 
keeps  faithful  to  this  routine,  set- 
ting aside  at  least  an  hour  each 
day  for  practice. 

He  Never  Drinks 

There  is  one  training  rule  that 
Bob  Richards  keeps  even  more 
firmly.  A  total  abstainer  from 
alcoholic  beverages,  he  makes  no 
exceptions,  takes  no  day  off  from 
this  training  rule. 

"My  objection  to  the  use  of 
alcohol  is  not  only  a  religious 
one,"  he  says.  "I  also  object  to  its 


use  on  an  intellectual  and  an  ath- 
letic basis.  Science  has  proved 
that  alcohol,  taken  internally, 
has  a  toxic  effect  on  the  body, 
acts  as  a  depressant,  and  slows 
down  reaction  time.  I  have  never 
seen  a  truly  great  athlete  become 
great  because  of  alcohol.  If  he 
becomes  good  it's  in  spite  of, 
drinking,  not  because  of  it." 

Bob's  interest  in  athletics  is  a 
continued  story.  Back  in  his 
high  school  days  he  was  not  only 
a  good  pole  vaulter  but  he  also 
played  on  the  football  team. 
After  high  school  he  attended 
Bridgewater  College  in  Virginia 
and  in  his  two  years  there  piled 
up  high  awards — scholastically 
and  in  athletics.  He  set  a  mark 
in  both  track  and  basketball.  At 
Bridgewater  he  set  the  Mason- 
Dixon  Conference  all-time  rec- 
ord for  the  pole  vault  at  twelve 
feet  six  inches,  which  still  stands. 

At  the  University  of  Illinois 
where  he  set  to  work  earning  his 
B.A.  and  his  Master's  degree  in 
religious    philosophy,    Bob     de- 


cided  to  concentrate  his  energy 
on  just  one  track  event  —  pole 
vaulting.  For  several  years  he 
succeeded  in  raising  his  jumping 
height  six  inches  a  year.  He  now 
clears  fourteen  feet  six  inches 
frequently,  and  his  best  vault  is 
just  one-half  inch  short  of  fifteen 
feet. 

During  1947  the  "pole-vaulting 
preacher"  spent  the  summer 
touring  England  and  the  Scandi- 
navian countries,  taking  part  in 
international  track  and  field 
meets.  He  won  all  his  events 
while  on  this  tour,  constantly 
clearing  fourteen  feet.  That 
same  year  he  won  the  indoor  and 
outdoor  Western  Conference  col- 
legiate championship.  In  1948  he 
won  the  National  A.A.U.  meet  in 
New  York,  the  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer meet  in  Philadelphia,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  meet  in 
Boston,  and  the  Millrose  games 
in  New  York.  He  tried  for  the 
top  height  in  the  Chicago  relays 
meet  in  the  Chicago  stadium. 

In  early  April  1948,  just  four 
months  before  the  Olympics, 
Bob  had  to  undergo  an  appendec- 
tomy. This  set  him  back  consid- 
erably, but  he  nonetheless 
passed  the  tryouts  and  made  the 
three-man  Olympic  team. 

The  day  of  the  Olympic  pole- 
vaulting  contest,  it  rained  for 
hours  during  the  competition. 
The  runway  was  soggy  and  slip- 
pery. How  much  this,  plus  the 
setback  of  his  operation,  had  to 
do  with  Richard's  performance 
is  hard  to  tell.  The  facts  are  that 
he  took  third,  but  his  mark  was 
much  lower  than  his  regular  per- 
formance previously.  Bob  has 
often  passed  the  highest  mark 
ever  reached  in  the  Olympics — 
fourteen  feet,  three  and  one 
quarter  inches. 

Bob's  goal  is  to  make  fifteen 
feet.  Only  one  man  in  history, 
the  great  Cornelius  Warmerdam 
(now  retired),  has  ever  vaulted 
to  that  goal.  If  it  takes  determi- 
nation and  effort,  Bob  is  the 
man  who  can  equal  Warmer- 
dam's  fantastic  record.  He  aims 
to  compete  for  six  more  years. 


Interest  in  Youth 

Bob  Richards  is  keenly  inter- 
ested in  young  people.  He  has 
taken  active  interest  in  Student 
Christian  Movement  activities. 
He  has  this  to  say: 

"I  never  touch  intoxicants  of 
any  kind.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
whatever  success  I  have  been 
able  to  achieve  in  the  track  realm 
is  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  I 
have  practiced  total  abstinence 
in  regard  to  liquor. 

"I  admire  greatly  the  work 
that  Allied  Youth  is  doing.   It  is 


a  marvelous  work  and  certainly 
it  is  dealing  with  one  of  the 
greatest  needs  of  our  time.  So 
often  young  people  are  tricked 
into  the  habit  of  drinking  on  the 
basis  of  'congeniality,'  'social 
grace,'  and  many  other  high- 
sounding  phrases. 

"May  I  take  this  means  to  urge 
every  youth  in  America  to  ab- 
stain from  the  use  of  all  intoxi- 
cating beverages.  Abstinence  is 
the  only  road  to  mental,  physical, 
and  spiritual  health." 

Used  by  permission  of  Allied  Youth 


Thinking  About  the  News       Desmond  w.  Bittinger 


Three  Newspapers 

THE  other  evening  I  glanced  at 
the  comments  of  three  news- 
papers concerning  a  single  item 
of  news.  These  three  are  published 
within  a  seventy-five  mile  area  in 
the  Middle  West.  Their  points  of 
view  were  extremely  divergent. 
They  went  something  like  this: 

No.  1:  It  is  the  soldier  who  in  the 
final  analysis  must  face  the  rigors 
and  the  dangers  of  war.  Many  of 
them  must  make  the  final  sacrifice 
to  guarantee  victory  for  the  side 
they  represent.  Since  they  must 
leave  their  homes,  their  businesses 
and  their  families  in  order  to  do  this 
they  have  a  right  to  an  opinion  con- 
cerning the  worth-whileness  and  the 
rightness  or  wrongness  of  the  thing 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  do. 

American  soldiers  in  Korea  have 
a  right  to  be  heard. 

The  recent  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  American  soldiers  in- 
terviewed there  in  which  they  said 
that  our  entrance  into  the  Korean 
civil  war  was  a  useless  thing  was  in 
line  with  American  democratic 
privilege. 

To  censor  either  the  soldiers  or 
the  newspaper  involved  is  a  denial 
of  the  things  for  which  we  say  we 
are  fighting.  Why  say  we  are  fight- 
ing for  democracy  all  over  the 
world  and  then  deny  it  to  our  own 
sons  who  are  doing  the  fighting? 

No.  2:  Newspaper  censorship  is 
one  of  the  first  things  that  is 
clamped  down  in  time  of  war.  The 
more  vigorously  it  is  clamped  down 
the  more  indication  there  is  that 
those  in  authority  fear  the  justifica- 
tion of  the  things  they  are  doing.  A 
too  vigorous  censorship  by  govern- 


ment when  no  security  measures  are 
involved  is  a  clear  indication  thai 
the  government  does  not  trust  its 
citizenry  and  that  it  feels  itself  re- 
moved from  them.  It  wishes  neither 
to  know  their  feelings  nor  to  keep 
them  informed. 

The  careful  censorship  from 
Korea  of  any  negative  opinion  is  a 
case  in  point  as  concerns  our  own 
government. 

No.  3:  Soldiers  have  no  right  to 
an  opinion  concerning  either  the 
wars  they  are  asked  to  fight  or  the 
particular  action  they  are  asked  to 
take  in  those  wars.  There  can  be  no 
unity  unless  there  is  unqualified 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
war  leaders.  If  a  soldier  expresses 
an  opinion  about  a  war  he  has  vio- 
lated his  privileges  as  a  soldier.  If 
a  reporter  asks  a  soldier  for  an  opin- 
ion, he  has  violated  his  rights  as  a 
reporter.  The  government  is  right 
to  censor  all  expression  of  opinions 
in  time  of  war. 

If  there  is  this  much  divergence 
of  opinion  in  one  hundred  miles 
of  geographic  area,  how  much 
more  variety  must  there  be  across 
three  thousand  miles  of  American 
geography! 

Some  of  the  newspaper  opinion 
referred  to  is  in  line  with  American 
ideals;  some  of  it  is  very  un-Amer- 
ican; the  reader  should  be  able  to 
distinguish. 

Christian  people  should  read  more 
than  one  newspaper's  opinion.  If 
they  cannot  do  that,  they  should 
check  their  one  newspaper  to  see 
whether  its  opinions  square  with 
Christian  principles.  Christians  must 
think  for  themselves. 
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Eyes  Open  to  Tomorrow 

Willard  D.  Boaz,  M.D. 

London,  England 

RECENTLY  when  we  were 
visiting  in  the  home  of  a 
generous  English  woman, 
our  hostess  gave  my  son  of 
almost  three  years  a  book  of 
cartoons  in  order  to  distract  him 
from  reaching  for  and  possibly 
breaking  an  expensive-looking 
vase  which  was  more  fascinating 
to  him.  Then  she  said,  "Say 
'thank  you'  for  the  nice  book!" 
There  was  a  howl  of  protest 
instead  of  the  nice  reply  she 
expected.  This  commonplace 
experience,  which  must  sound  a 
familiar  note  to  most  parents, 
serves  to  illustrate  how  much 
all  adults  want  their  children  to 
show  good  training  and  acquire 
a  sense  of  decency.  These  are 
good  things,  we  say — morality, 
culture,  religion  —  and  the  ear- 
lier our  children  learn  them  the 
better. 

That  these  are  desirable  con- 
cepts of  life  none  of  us  would 
deny.  But  the  forcing  of  these 
adult  principles,  which  contain 
our  ideals  and  standards,  on  our 
young  children  before  they  are 
old  enough  to  understand  them 
does  not  always  make  either 
happy,  well-balanced  youngsters 
or,  later,  the  fine  adult  citizens 
with  the  high  Christian  ideals 
that  we  might  expect.  We  now 
know  that  a  child  gains  adult 
responsibility  and  morality 
through  the  early  sense  of 
security  he  feels.  This  can  come 
only  from  a  happy,  well-adjusted 
family  in  which  his  parents  love 
each  other  and  love  the  child. 
If  they  wish  him  to  acquire 
Christian  ideals,  the  devotion 
and  example  they  give  him  over 
many  years  is  worth  hundreds 
of  formulas  for  teaching  religion. 

No,  my  little  boy  did  not 
repeat  the  "thank  you,"  for  he 
had  not  understood  why  he 
should  be  grateful  for  something 
he  did  not  want.  He  was  not 
ready  yet  to  learn  this  lesson  in 


a  higher  grade  of  social  custom, 
and  to  have  pressed  him  would 
have  made  him  even  more  dis- 
contented. Moral  lessons  and 
prohibitions  to  such  youngsters 
are  merely  forcing  our  adult 
standards  on  shoulders  not  yet 
strong  enough  to  carry  them. 
Young  children  need  the  re- 
assuring and  solid  support  of  us 
parents  to  help  them  meet  with 
studied  calm  and  tolerance  all 
new  situations  that  arise. 

I  read  in  an  article  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  (Sept.  24, 
1949)  that  the  tearing  out  of 
tobacco  and  liquor  ads  from 
magazines  (among  other  pro- 
cedures) in  the  home  was  to  be 
recommended  for  the  building 
of  religious  ideals  in  children. 
I  wonder  what  those  children 
will  do  as  they  grow  older  and 
have  no  parents  near  by  to  tear 
out  from  their  lives  the  fact  that 
tobacco  and  liquor  are  available 
to  anyone  over  certain  ages.  For 
those  parents  will  have  given 
their  children  no  realistic  basis 
for  handling  the  problems  of 
liquor  and  tobacco,  but  rather 
will    have    denied,    at    least    in 


their  own  home,  that  there  was 
such  a  problem.  This  is  what  the 
tearing  out  of  the  ads  means  to 
the  children — these  things  do 
not  exist.  Furthermore,  liquor 
and  tobacco  are  not  temptations 
for  children,  but  only  for  adults 
who  unwittingly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  youngsters  to  a 
grownup's  problem. 

There  have  been  recent  refer- 
ences in  the  Gospel  Messenger 
to  the  views  of  modern  doctors 
and  psychologists  on  child  de- 
velopment, and  this  article 
mentions  but  a  few  of  these.  As 
Christian  educators,  counselors 
and,  above  all,  parents,  we  are 
all  interested  in  how  best  to  help 
our  children  along  the  rocky 
road  to  become  mature  adult 
citizens  of  high  character  worthy 
of  our  families,  our  communi- 
ties and  our  churches.  Those 
leaders  and  parents  who  are 
secure  in  their  own  ideals  will 
have  the  richest  rewards  if  they 
can  wait  for  the  child  to  develop 
his.  They  can  then  proudly 
listen  as  their  grownup  child 
says  his  "thank  you"  without 
prompting. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

John  Mark,  Who  Made  Good 
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Growing  Up  in  the  Church 

Because  his  mother  was  a  leader 
in  the  early  Jerusalem  church,  John 
Mark  lived  in  a  home  that  became 
a  meeting  place  for  the  first  brave 
band  of  Christians.  If  there  was  a 
youth  class  in  that  first  church, 
John  was  likely  an  active  member 
of  it.  What  a  splendid  way  to  learn 
about  Jesus,  by  hearing  the  stories 
of  those  who  had  been  his  com- 
panions! It  is  not  surprising  that 
both  John  and  his  cousin,  Barnabas, 
had  a  strong  missionary  spirit. 
Even  today  there  is  no  better  train- 
ing for  future  leaders  than  to  have 
them  grow  up  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 
Was  He  a  Quitter? 

On  that  first  great  missionary  ad- 
venture when  Paul  and  Barnabas 
set  out  from  Antioch,  John  Mark 
went  along.  He  went  as  far  as 
Perga,  and  then  for  some  unknown 
reason    he    turned    back.     He    may 


have  been  homesick,  he  may  have 
been  ill,  or  the  difficulties  of  the 
work  may  have  discouraged  him.  In 
any  case  he  turned  back,  and  Paul 
later  held  that  against  him. 
But  He  Made  Good 

The  Christian  church  owes  a  debt 
to  great  workers  like  Paul,  who 
kept  on  striving  and  never  gave  up. 
But  it  owes  something  also  to  great 
souls  like  Barnabas,  who  kept  on 
believing  in  those  who  failed.  He 
wanted  to  give  John  Mark  another 
chance  even  if  it  meant  separating 
from  Paul,  and  later  events  proved 
he  had  done  well.  John  Mark  made 
good.  He  became  Peter's  secretary 
and  recorded  Peter's  account  of  Je- 
sus' ministry.  Even  Paul  came  to 
regard  him  as  a  fellow  worker. 

Thank  God  for  Christians  who 
never  stop  believing  in  those  who 
fail.  They  remind  us  of  the  God 
who  does  not  turn  his  back  on  us„ 
even  when  we  fail  him. 


What  Will  We  Do? 

G.  O.  Stutsman 

Pastor,  Hermosa  Beach,  California 

SOME  statisticians  are  giving 
us  some  very  unpleasant 
facts.  They  say  that  about 
fifty  per  cent  of  our  population 
are  Christian  but  that  only  about 
fifteen  per  cent  are  really  de- 
pendable church  people.  My  ob- 
servations through  many  years 
of  pastoral  experience  leads  me 
to  believe  that  these  are  about 
the  right  proportions  in  our  own 
church.  In  most  congregations 
the  attendance  at  church  school 
and  worship  is  about  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  enrolled  membership 
and  something  like  one  third  of 
these  are  actively  engaging  in 
and  promoting  the  program. 

The  absolute  correctness  of 
these  figures  is  difficult  to  verify. 
But  let  us  face  the  fact  that  a 
large  percentage  of  our  enrolled 
members  are  not  church  work- 
ers and  have  a  very  vital  need. 
Some  critics  would  question 
whether  they  are  really  "saved" 
people,  whether  they  have  been 
"born  again,"  or  have  been  justi- 
fied by  faith?  Have  they  the 
right  to  be  called  Christian? 
Rather  than  trying  to  classify 
them  would  we  not  rather  ask, 
"How  can  we  help  them?" 

Not  so  many  years  ago  a  new 
denomination  was  born  out  of  a 
similar  condition  in  other  denom- 
inations. At  least  it  received  its 
members  mostly  from  other 
churches.  This  new  group  did 
not  say  that  these  nominal 
church  members  were  unsaved 
but  that  they  needed  a  "bap- 
tism of  power,"  "a  filling  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,"  "a  second  birth" 
or  "a  sanctification."  All  these 
sayings  had  about  the  same 
meaning.  But  this  seemed  to 
meet  their  need  and  thousands 
of  these  nominal  church  mem- 
bers were  enlisted  in  this  new 
church  and  a  large  percentage  of 
them  became  very  active  church 
people.  Following  this  experi- 
ence many  other  smaller  groups 
were     established     using    very 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

About  eighteen  months  ago  my 
husband,  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  did  something  which  got  him 
involved  with  the  law  and  he  was 
put  into  jail  for  two  years.  It  was 
not  at  all  like  him  to  do  either  the 
drinking  or  what  followed.  Natural- 
ly, this  was  a  terrific  blow  to  me. 
Aside  from  the  shock  and  disgrace, 
having  a  small  daughter,  it  has  been 
hard  for  me  to  earn  enough  money 
to  make  ends  meet.  These  have 
been  gloomy  months  for  me,  you 
may  imagine. 

Now  the  time  is  nearing  for  his  re- 
lease and  I  am  faced  with  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  to  take  him 
back  when  he  gets  out.  He  writes 
that  he  is  a  changed  man  and  that 
he  is  just  living  for  the  day  when  he 
can  make  it  up  to  us  for  the  sorrow 
he  has  caused  us.  I  love  him  still, 
but  how  can  I  be  sure  he  will  go 
straight?  Sometimes  I  think  it 
might  be  better  to  get  a  divorce  and 
start  over.  I  get  so  confused  as  I 
think  of  the  future. 

A  Confused  Wife. 
Dear  Friend, 

My  heart  goes  out  to  you  as  I 
think  of  the  lonely  and  difficult  days 
you  have  gone  through  these  past 
two  years.  As  I  try  to  put  myself 
into  your  place,  I  can  understand 
the  misgivings  and  the  anxieties 
that  crowd  into  your  mind  as  you 
think  of  the  future. 


Obviously,  there  are  two  possible 
choices  open  to  you,  one  being  to 
turn  your  husband  down  and  get 
a  divorce.  This  decision  would  shut 
him  off  from  those  he  loves  and 
put  an  almost  insurmountable  ob- 
stacle across  the  path  to  his  upward 
climb.  And  for  you  it  would  mean 
continued  loneliness  and  probable 
remorse.  The  other  choice  is  to  be- 
lieve that  he  has  changed,  forgive 
him,  try  to  plan  a  happy  home- 
coming, and  trust  that  together, 
with  God's  help,  you  can  rebuild 
your  home. 

Several  things  make  me  feel  this 
latter  is  the  only  right  choice  for 
you.  Breaking  your  marriage  vows 
by  getting  a  divorce  would  be  add- 
ing wrong  to  wrong  and  could  bring 
about  only  greater  confusion  and 
unhappiness.  You  say  his  getting 
into  this  trouble  was  unlike  him, 
that  you  still  love  him  and  that  he 
says  he  is  sorry  and  wants  to  make 
amends.  He  did  make  a  serious 
mistake,  but  when  you  love  a  per- 
son, you  can  forgive  even  a  mistake 
of  this  kind.  He  deserves  a  second 
chance.  If  this  should  be  your  de- 
cision— and  I  believe  it  will  be — you 
can  be  assured  it  is  the  Christian 
one  and  God  will  bless  it. 

Don't  try  to  see  too  far  ahead. 
You  need  to  live  only  a  day  at  a 
time  with  the  faith  that  "as  your 
day  so  shall  your  strength  be." 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


much  the  same  pattern  with 
varied  results. 

Will  we  find  some  solution  to 
our  similar  problem  or  will  we 
continue  to  allow  these  people 
to  be  material  for  these  other 
organizations  mentioned  above? 

Should  we  not  institute  a  call 
to  repentance  in  every  church? 
Will  we  frankly  tell  these  nom- 
inal members  that  their  eternal 
salvation  is  jeopardized  by  their 
lack  of  spiritual  life  as  manifest- 
ed in  their  indifference?  Can  we 
place  in  our  order  of  service  a 
call  to  a  rededication  and  make 
it  a  real  experience.  I  have  hesi- 
tated to  mention  this  last  as  it 
can  so  easily  become  just  another 
empty  form.    But   most   people 


will  need  a  definite  time  and 
some  form  for  a  real  change  in 
their  lives.  We  will  have  to  help 
them  to  enter  this  new  area  of 
Christian  life;  they  have  a  right 
to  look  to  the  church  to  awaken 
them  and  to  help  them  out  of  this 
dilemma. 

Much  teaching  and  warning 
will  be  needed  to  convict  them 
of  their  danger  in  this  dormant 
condition.  The  joy  of  a  fully  con- 
secrated life  must  be  made  de- 
sirable; perhaps  as  a  church  we 
should  dramatize  it  more. 

This  is  a  big  task  for  our 
church.  What  will  we  do  about 
it? 


SEPTEMBER    9,    1950 
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Brother  and  Sister  George  Detweiler  sailed 
for  Europe  on  Aug.  26  as  the  first  exchange 
pastors  of  the  church  from  America  to  Europe. 
Having  been  granted  a  three-month  leave  of 
absence  from  their  church  at  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
the  Detweilers  will  be  located  for  at  least  four 
weeks  in  a  parish  in  Kassel,  Germany,  after 
which  they  will  tour  Europe  and  also  take  a 
plane  trip  to  Palestine. 

During  their  absence  from  Waynesboro, 
Paul  H.  Bowman  of  Timberville,  Va.,  will  serve 
as  temporary  minister  of  the  Waynesboro  con- 
gregation. Both  ministers  are  serving  this  year 
as  contributing  editors  to  the  Gospel  Messenger. 


Edna  Maphis  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  who  is  seriously 
ill,  would  like  to  have  the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood. 

David  J.  Markey  became  pastor  of  the  Carlisle 
church,  Pa.,  on  Sept.  1.  His  address  is,  therefore, 
changed  from  Chicago,  111.,  to  221  Walnut  St.,  Carlisle, 
Pa. 

Beginning  Sept.  1  Bro.  Raymond  Risden  of  R.  3, 
Liberty,  Ind.,  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Salem 
church  in  Lenox,  Iowa.  His  new  address  will  be  Lenox, 
Iowa. 

Conemaugh  church.  Pa.,  will  celebrate  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  its  founding  on  Oct.  15  instead  of  Sept. 
15,  as  was  announced  on  these  pages  in  the  issue  for 
Aug.   19. 

Walter  Replogle,  who  has  been  serving  the  Fruitdale 
church,  Ala.,  is  taking  up  pastoral  work  with  the 
Okeechobee  church,  Fla.  He  should  now  be  addressed 
at  Okeechobee. 

The  office  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Commission  reports 
that  Sisters  Clara  Myer  and  Sara  Shisler,  missionaries 
to  Africa,  left  New  Orleans  on  July  5  and  arrived  in 
Lagos,  Africa,  Aug.  15. 

B.  D.  Hirt,  formerly  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  has  begun 
his  work  with  the  English  Prairie  church,  near  Howe, 
Ind.  His  address  is  now  R.  2,  Howe,  Ind.  Will  his  cor- 
respondents please  note  the  change? 

A.  Stauffer  Curry  of  the  National  Service  Board  for 
Religious  Objectors  reminds  us  that  its  publication, 
The  Reporter,  provides  up-to-date  information  on  the 
draft  and  the  problems  of  the  conscientious  objector. 
Subscriptions  are  $1.00  per  year.  The  address  of  the 
National  Service  Board  is  1000  Eleventh  St.,  N.  W., 
Washington  1,  D.  C. 

Forest  S.  Eisenbise  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  who  spent 
last  year  in  relief  work  among  the  refugees  in  Palestine 
under  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  was 
interviewed  on  the  Haven  of  Rest  radio  program  on 
Aug.  29.  This  program  was  carried  over  the  Mutual 
Broadcasting  System.  Bro.  Eisenbise  and  his  wife  will 
be  working  soon  among  refugees  in  Greece  under  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission. 
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Black  River  church,  Ohio,  will  dedicate  its  class- 
rooms and  basement  on  Sunday,  Sept.  10. 

Bro.  Cephas  Fahnestock,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
Salem  congregation,  Winchester,  Va.,  died  Sunday,  Aug. 
6.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Salem  church  on 
Aug.  8.   A  fuller  account  of  his  life  will  appear  later. 

Arthur  Myers  of  St.  Thomas,  Pa.,  is  interested  in 
getting  hold  of  a  copy  of  the  book,  The  Life  of  Uncle 
John  Wenger.  He  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any- 
one who  could  help  him  to  get  a  copy. 

G.  W.  Phillips  has  terminated  his  pastorate  of  the 
Elkhart  church,  Ind.,  and  is  beginning  his  work  at  the 
Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio.  His  address  is,  therefore, 
changed  to  R.  4,  Box  178,  Dayton  7,  Ohio. 

L.  John  Weaver  began  his  work  as  pastor  of  the 
Potsdam  church,  Ohio,  on  Sept.  1.  He  had  been  pastor 
of  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio,  for  the  past  seven  years. 
Will  his  correspondents  please  note  the  change  of 
address  to  Potsdam,  Ohio? 

West  Manchester  church,  Ind.,  will  hold  its  harvest 
meeting  and  home-coming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  10.  Bro.  C. 
Ray  Keim  of  Manchester  College  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  morning  and  afternoon  services.  Friends  and  for- 
mer members   are  invited. 

Carroll  S.  Ringgold,  who  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Bethel  church,  Naperville,  111.,  since  graduation  from 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  has  concluded  his  work 
there  and  is  doing  pastoral  work  in  Virginia.  His 
address  is  now  R.  1,  Salem,  Va. 

A  reunion  of  all  CPS  men  in  Pennsylvania  and 
surrounding  areas  will  be  held  Sunday,  Sept.  24,  at 
the  East  Fairview  church,  near  Manheim,  Pa.  A  picnic 
lunch  at  1:00  p.m.  will  be  followed  by  an  interesting 
program.    Anyone  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

Brother  and  Sister  Samuel  H.  Garst  of  Blountville, 
Tenn.,  retired  from  active  pastoral  duties  in  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  church,  Tenn.,  on  Aug.  31.  They  have  given 
forty-eight  years  of  service  to  the  ministry.  Brother  and 
Sister  Charles  F.  Rinehart  began  full-time  pastoral  work 
in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  on  Sept.  1. 

Prof.  Nelson  Huffman  of  Bridgewater  College  will 
lead  a  hymn  sing  in  the  Lebanon  City  church  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  on  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  16,  at  7:30  p.m. 
On  the  following  day  he  will  participate  in  the  rally 
day  services  to  be  held  in  the  Lebanon  church.  Neigh- 
boring churches  are.  invited  to  attend. 

Ernest  W.  Lefever  of  Spring  Grove,  Pa.,  has  been 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  National  Council  on  Religion  in 
Higher  Education,  according  to  an  announcement  re- 
leased by  Seymour  A.  Smith,  executive  director  of  the 
Council.  Mr.  Lefever  was  one  of  seventeen  candidates 
elected  from  North  America  during  1950.  The  National 
Council  is  an  interfaith  organization,  including  edu- 
cators from  Protestant,  Jewish  and  Catholic  circles. 
Mr.  Lefever  is  an  ordained  clergyman  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  is  the  second  member  of  his 
denomination  to  be  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Council  since 
its  founding  twenty-eight  years  ago.  The  other  is 
Dwight  Horner,  now  in  Germany. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


The  twentieth  annual  observance  of  Men  and  Mis- 
sions Sunday  will  be  on  Sunday,  Nov.  12,  this  year.  The 
theme  for  the  day  will  be  Men  for  the  Master's  Mission, 
and  the  proposed  text  is  Rom.  10:  14-15.  It  is  hoped 
that  every  church  will  recognize  this  day. 

Early  in  August  the  American  Association  of  Women 
Ministers,  an  interdenominational  group,  convened  in 
annual  assembly  for  three  days  at  Iowa  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege, Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa.  More  than  twelve  denomina- 
tions, forty-four  states  and  several  foreign  countries 
are  represented  in  the  membership.  The  purpose  of  the 
association  is  for  fellowship  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  women  who  feel  called  to  the  ministry.  Anyone 
interested  in  information  concerning  the  assembly  or 
the  organization  should  write  to  Rev.  Florence  Resor 
Jardine,  Wayland,  Iowa,  who  is  editor  of  the  Women's 
Pulpit,  the  official  organ  of  the  association.  Sister  Clara 
Wood  of  Missoula,  Mont.,  was  elected  vice-president  of 
the  association. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

The  seminary  enjoyed  a  splendid  commencement 
season  the  last  week  of  May.  The  spiritual  note  was 
very  high.  Dr.  Conrad  H.  Bergendoff,  president  of 
Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  111.,  gave  the  com- 
mencement address. 

Three  of  our  church  leaders,  W.  Harold  Row,  secre- 
tary of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission,  Govindji 
Satvedi,  teacher  of  our  Bible  school  at  Bulsar,  India, 
and  Edward  Krusen  Ziegler,  pastor  of  the  Bridgewater 
church,  were  honored  with  the  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree. 

Of  the  twenty-two  Brethren  men  who  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from  the  seminary,  nine- 
teen have  been  placed  in  pastorates,  two  have  accepted 
positions  in  our  church  colleges,  and  one  is  continuing 
graduate  work.  There  were  three  young  women  who 
graduated  with  the  Master  of  Religious  Education 
degree  from  the  seminary.  Of  this  group,  one  has 
become  a  minister's  wife,  another  has  already  landed 
on  the  Africa  mission  field,  and  the  third  has  become 
a  director  of  Christian  education  in  one  of  our  local 
churches. 

Of  the  five  Brethren  graduates  from  Bethany  Bible 
Training  School,  two  are  pastors,  one  is  a  minister 
continuing  his  college  work,  and  two  are  Christian 
education  workers. 

President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Association 
of  Theological  Schools. 

Four  Bethany  extension  schools  were  held  during 
the  summer:  Bridgewater  College,  Va.,  Elizabethtown 
College,  Pa.,  Manchester  College,  Ind.,  and  Yakima, 
Wash. 

The  new  chapel  is  more  than  a  dream.  Work  on  it 
has  begun.  We  hope  to  have  it  completed  before  anoth- 
er commencement  season. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings'! 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Twin  Falls  church,  Idaho,  Sept.  12-24. 

Bro.  Glen  W.  Petcher  of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  in  the  Baker  Cross 
Roads  church,  Crossville,  Tenn.,   Sept.   13-24. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Geiger  church,  Pa., 
Sept.  6-17. 

Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  Westmin- 
ster church,  Md.,  Oct.  8-15. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Claysburg 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  24 — Oct.  8. 


Bro.  Francis  L.  Shenefell  of  McCune,  Kansas,  in  the  Mont  Ida 
church,  Kansas,  Sept.  26 — Oct.  8. 

Bro.  Raymond  R.  Peters  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Osage  church, 
Kansas,   Oct.  22-29. 

Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Peru,  Ind.,  in  the  Pittsburg  church, 
Ind.,  Sept.   10-24. 

Bro.  Samuel  Longenecker  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  in  the  Pleasant 
Hill  church,  Ind..  Oct.  23— Nov.  5. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Barnum  church,  Minn. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Chowchilla  church,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Etna  church,  Iowa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Richland  church,  Ohio. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Winter  Park  church,  Fla. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Six  baptized  and  four  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Pulaski  church, 
Va. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Jones  Chapel 
church,  Va. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Plattsburg 
church,  Mo. 

Three  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  Ohio. 

Two  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Big  Swatara 
congregation,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the 
Onekama  church,  Mich. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized,  one  reclaimed  and  one  received  by  letter  in 
the  West  Conestoga  church,  Pa. 

Fourteen  baptized,  two  awaiting  the  rite  and  one  received  on 
former  baptism  in  the  Gratis  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  ior  Sunday,  September  10 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  John  Mark,  Who  Made  Good. — Mark 
14:51-52;  Acts  12:12,  25;  13:4-5.  13;  15:36-40;  Col.  4:10;  2  Tim.  4: 
11;  Philemon  24;  1  Peter  5:  13.  Memory  Selection,  I  can  do  all 
things  in  him  who  strengthens  me.    Phil.  4:  13  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  September.  We  Are  a  World  Movement. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Oct.  16-19. 
Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern.— (Undecided),  Oct.  19-22. 
California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.  12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,  Fla.,  Oct.  13-15. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Iowa,  Southern. — Ottumwa,  Sept.  16-18. 
Kansas,  Northeastern. — Navarre,  Sept.  22-24. 
Kansas,  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  13-15. 
Kansas,  Southeastern.— Scott  Valley,  Oct.  20-22. 
Kansas,   Southwestern. — Wichita,  First,   Oct.  6-8. 
Maryland,  Eastern.— Thurmont,  Sept.  22,  23. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western.— Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Middle. — Spring  Branch,   Oct.  7-9. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,   Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska. — South  Beatrice,  Oct.   13-15. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.   17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  S.E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. — 

Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Pa.,  Nov.  7,  8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — (Undecided),  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington. — Seattle,  Olympic  View,  November  (Undecided). 
West   Virginia,   First.— Old  Furnace,    Sept.   8,   9. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois  Minnesota 

Oct.  7,  all  day,  Woodland.  Oct.    1,    7:30    pm,    Worthington. 


Indiana 

Oct.  14,  Lafayette. 
Oct.  14,  Osceola. 

Kansas 

Sept.  30,  Olathe. 

Maryland 

Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 


Pennsylvania 

Sept.    10,    Summit   Mills. 

Sept.  10,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 

Sept.   17,   Geiger. 

Oct.  1,  Dunnings  Creek,  Holsinger. 

Oct.   1,  Philadelphia,  First. 

Oct.    1,    6   pm,    Reading. 

Oct.  7,   Hatfield. 

Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam. 
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European  Workers  Get  Together 


EACH  year  our  Brethren  Service 
workers  in  Europe  meet  for  sev- 
eral days  to  review  their  pro- 
gram, enjoy  fellowship,  and  seek 
renewed  inspiration.  This  year  they 
met  in  the  small  Tyrolean  village  of 
Seefeld  in  Austria  from  June  27  to 
July  2. 

An  old  barn  served  as  the  place 
of  meeting.  The  group  felt  closely 
akin  to  the  early  Brethren  who  used 
barns  for  their  Annual  Meetings. 
Besides  ten  B.V.S.  volunteers  and 
eleven  summer  work  campers  there 
were  nineteen  workers  who  are  in 
Europe  for  longer  terms — three  from 
the  Geneva  office,  five  from  Kassel, 
two  from  Stuttgart,  two  from  Bre- 
men, three  from  Frankfurt,  two  from 
Vienna,  and  two  from  Linz.  Five 
visitors  and  four  children  were  also 
present. 

Reports 

The  earlier  part  of  the  conference 
was  devoted  to  a  review  of  all  phases 
of  our  European  work.  Among  the 
more  important  details  reported 
were  these: 

Volunteer  Service.  Six  B.V.S.  vol- 
unteers arrived  in  September  1949 
and  four  more  in  February  and 
March  1950.  M.  R.  Zigler  reported  a 
generally  favorable  feeling  in  the 
United  States  toward  the  B.V.S. 
program. 

Heifer  Project.  Nearly  500  head  of 
cattle  have  been  distributed  in  Ger- 
many by  the  Heifer  Project  Commit- 
tee. The  animals  are  being  received 
by  refugee  farmers  whom  the  Ger- 
man government  is  helping  to  reset- 
tle. Of  the  new  heifer  owners  200 
have  been  visited  since  Easter  to 
explain  more  fully  the  motive  be- 
hind these  gifts. 

Recently  twelve  goats  were  do- 
nated to  the  Eastern  Zone  of 
Germany  through  Evangelisches 
Hilfswerk,  the  welfare  arm  of  the 
German  evangelical  church. 

Work  Camps.  Plans  were  ex- 
plained for  the  four  work  camps 
scheduled  for  July  10  to  Aug.  20. 
One  such  camp,  under  the  direction 
of  Rosemary  Block,  was  to  provide 
laundry    and    bathing    facilities    for 
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A  summary  based  on  a  report  by 

Don  Durnbaugh 

B.V.S.  volunteer  working  in  Europe 


Volksdeutsche  refugees  at  Camp 
Haid  near  Linz,  Austria.  Another, 
directed  by  Edson  Sower,  was  to  be 
occupied  with  a  youth  home  near 
Goettingen,  Germany. 

A  third,  managed  by  Mary  Cop- 
pock,  was  to  build  the  first  houses  in 
a  mass  resettlement  program  near 
Kassel,  Germany.  The  fourth  was 
planned  as  a  combined  work  camp 
and  peace  institute  at  Vienna  under 
the  direction  of  Earl  S.  Garver  of  the 
Manchester  College  faculty. 

By  the  time  this  report  appears  in 
the  Gospel  Messenger  the  camps  will 
have  been  concluded,  and  reports  of 
their  achievements  should  soon  be 
available. 

Displaced  Persons.  The  DP  pro- 
gram with  its  many  complications 
was  discussed  in  detail.  It  was  re- 
ported that  665  cases  covered  by 
Brethren  "blanket  assurances"  had 
been  processed  and  started  on  their 
way  to  the  United  States.  Also  more 
than  100  cases  had  been  sponsored  by 
Brethren  before  the  "blanket"  ar- 
rangement began. 

The  Volksdeutsche  cases — far  more 
difficult  because  they  have  not  been 
eligible  for  the  help  of  the  Interna- 
tional Refugee  Organization — are  of 
special  interest  to  Brethren.  The 
Volksdeutsche  are  people  of  German 
ancestry  whose  forebears  settled  in 
eastern  and  southeastern  Europe 
generations  or  even  centuries  ago. 
Like  our  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  whom 
they  resemble  in  many  ways,  they 
have  retained  much  of  their  German 
speech  and  culture. 

Ejected,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
from  the  countries  where  they  had 
settled,  they  were  forced  to  seek 
refuge  in  Germany  and  Austria.  Of 
thirty-two  Volksdeutsche  cases  han- 
dled by  Brethren,  one  has  been  able 
to  go  to  the  United  States. 

Austrian  Program.  The  Russell 
Eisenbises,  Dennis  Garber  and  Ira 
Gibbel  have  left  or  were  about  to 
leave  for  home.  W.  W.  Peters  and 
Merlin   Shull,   Jr.,   have   arrived   to 


work  with  Rosemary  Block  and  Joe 
Mow.  The  Austrian  program  in- 
cludes material  aid  distributed 
through  the  Austrian  evangelical 
welfare  agency  and  other  channels, 
a  refugee  health  program  with  three 
welfare  clinics,  support  of  the  Thai- 
ham  tuberculosis  hospital,  an  X-ray 
project  in  behalf  of  camp  inhabi- 
tants in  the  Thalham  area,  a  voca- 
tional training  program  for  older 
refugee  boys,  and  a  chick  program 
with  4-H  clubs. 

German  Program.  Personnel 
changes  were  also  taking  place  in 
Germany.  John  Eberly,  Wilbur  Mul- 
len and  the  Kurtis  Naylors  have  left 
or  are  leaving.  Joe  and  Helen  Dell 
have  arrived.  The  Byron  Royers  take 
the  Naylors'  place  at  Kassel.  Mrs. 
Burke  remains  at  Bremen,  and  Mary 
Coppock  and  Edson  Sower  at  Kassel. 

During  the  year  350  tons  of  mate- 
rial aid  were  distributed.  The  B.V.S. 
unit  in  Germany  has  aroused  much 
favorable  comment  in  church  and 
government  circles.  On  behalf  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  Kurtis 
Naylor  undertook  "missions  of 
friendship"  to  Spain,  London  and  the 
Ionia  community  in  Scotland. 

Geneva.  In  a  report  on  the  activi- 
ties in  the  Geneva  office  it  was  noted 
that  the  Brethren  point  of  view  is 
gaining  in  influence  in  ecumenical 
circles. 

Looking  Ahead 

Our  Peace  Testimony.  The  theme 
of  the  entire  meeting  was  "What 
Price  Peace?"  M.  R.  Zigler  stressed 
the  central  question  which  each 
worker  must  constantly  ask  about 
each  of  his  service  activities.  This 
question  is,  "Is  what  I  am  doing 
a  peacemaking  thing?" 

In  the  same  vein  a  panel  consist- 
ing of  Mrs.  Earl  Garver,  Edson 
Sower,  Dean  Neher,  and  Leslie  Hay- 
man  (a  visitor  from  an  international 
peace  center  in  Germany)  with  Joe 
Mow  as  chairman  discussed  the 
question,  "How  can  the  Brethren 
peace  testimony  be  most  effective?" 

The  panel  agreed  that  material  re- 
lief would  continue  to  be  necessary 
for  years  but  that  a  further  witness 
for  peace  must  be  built  on  the  foun- 
dation of  this  aid.  To  make  this  wit- 


THE    IMPORTANCE   OF   ACHIEVEMENT 


Sept.  17  is  the  date  for  our  next  Achievement  Offering.  The  new  date  is  due  to  a  change  in  our 
financial  year  voted  by  Annual  Conference.    Henceforth  our  year  ends  Sept.  30  instead  of  Feb.  28. 

The  shift  makes  our  current  "year"  a  short  one  of  only  seven  months.  These  months  —  March  to 
September — have  not,  in  the  past,  been  our  best  months  for  raising  money.  Therefore,  this  Achievement 
Offering  calls  for  unusual  effort 

Brethren  Service  is  vitally  concerned  about  this  offering.  Our  program,  already  reduced  to  a  third 
of  its  former  size,  will  suffer  severely  if  our  budget  is  not  raised  for  this  short  "year." 

We  hope  that  each  congregation  will  lift  a  liberal  Achievement  Offering,  and  that  our  people  will 
remember  Brethren  Service  as  one  of  several  good  causes  which  the  offering  will  benefit. 

A  word  about  designations:  A  gift  marked  "For  the  Brotherhood  Fund"  will  be  divided  in  proportion 
to  the  needs  of  the  various  commissions,  and  Brethren  Service  will  receive  a  share.  The  General  Brother- 
hood Board  recommends  this  designation.  It  is  the  giver's  right,  however,  to  designate  more  specifically. 
In  that  case,  the  gift  will  be  reserved  entirely  for  the  purpose  designated. 


ness,  said  Dean  Neher,  "we  must 
meet  the  people  on  their  own  ground, 
speak  their  language,  and  live  with 
them." 

Future  Plans.  Attention  was  given 
to  the  future  of  Brethren  Service  in 
Europe.  Some  new  possibilities 
which  were  discussed  were  pastoral 
exchange  between  Europe  and 
America,  greater  co-operation  with 
the  Quaker  and  Mennonite  agencies, 
a  projected  statement  on  pacifism  to 
be  presented  by  the  historic  peace 
churches  for  World  Council  use,  and 
the  proposed  Brethren  Service  proj- 
ect in  Greece. 

And  Also.  The  conference  had  its 
lighter  moments,  of  course.  There 
were  periods  for  recreation  and  rest. 
There  was  a  hike,  a  picnic  and  a 
campfire. 

There  were  also  deeply  moving 
times  of  worship.  W.  W.  Peters  con- 
ducted Bible  study  sessions  each 
morning.  A  love  feast  was  held,  in  a 
barn  as  of  old.  Kurtis  Naylor  offici- 
ated after  Byron  Royer  directed  the 
examination  service. 

The  conference  concluded  its  pro- 


gram with  attendance  at  the  Ober- 
ammergau  Passion  Play.  As  the 
conference  reporter  puts  it,  "The 
experience  of  a  love  feast  in  a  barn 
at  Seefeld  followed  by  the  Passion 
Play  was  a  tremendous  inspiration." 


Institutes  Meet  With 
Varied  Success 

CAMPUS  institutes  on  current 
issues  were  a  new  experiment 
this  summer  in  the  study  of 
the  church's  responsibility  in  race 
relations,  industrial  problems,  po- 
litical action,  and  international 
relations. 

McPherson  College  was  host  to  a 
very  successful  Institute  of  Human 
Relations,  July  5  to  19,  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Alphonse  Hening- 
burg,  Negro  educator  of  New  York. 
An  extremely  interesting  program 
of  classes,  field  trips  and  demonstra- 
tions was  enjoyed  by  twenty-two 
regular  auditors  and  credit  students 
plus  other  casual  visitors. 

La    Verne    College    likewise    en- 


This  group  oi 
women  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Monte 
Vista  and  Bethle- 
hem churches,  Va. 
Since  1945  they 
have  made  184 
comforters  for  over- 
seas relief.  These 
ladies  never  tire  of 
this  work  for  oth- 
ers. When  they 
hear  of  the  comfort 
they  have  brought 
to  the  tired,  cold 
and  heartbroken 
people  of  other 
lands,  their  joy 
increases. 


joyed  a  very  satisfactory  Institute 
of  International  Relations  July  24 
to  Aug.  4  under  Herbert  Hogan  of 
the  college  faculty  and  Gladdys 
Muir,  director  of  peace  studies  at 
Manchester  College.  There  were 
nineteen  regular  students  and  a 
number  of  visitors. 

Elizabeihiown  College  was  the 
scene  of  an  Institute  of  Race  Rela- 
tions, June  19  to  30.  This  institute, 
with  Dr.  Alphonse  Heningburg  as 
leader,  was  similar  to  McPherson's 
and  proved  equally  interesting.  At- 
tendance, however,  was  disappoint- 
ing. There  were  only  four  regular 
students    and   several   visitors. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  prov- 
vided  facilities  for  an  Institute  of 
Industrial  Relations,  July  10  to  21, 
led  by  Prof.  Kermit  Eby  of  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  Lorell 
Weiss  of  the  Brethren  Service  staff. 
The  attendance  in  this  case  was  also 
limited  to  four  students,  but  these 
testified  that  they  found  the  classes 
decidedly  interesting  and  worth 
while. 

Thus,  with  two  institutes  proving 
to  be  all  that  had  been  hoped  for 
and  two  more  greatly  appreciated 
despite  small  attendance,  it  seems 
likely  that  the  idea  will  be  contin- 
ued next  year.  Some  changes  will 
probably  be  made  in  the  light  of 
this  summer's  experience. 

There  were,  however,  some  fail- 
ures too.  A  one-week  Institute  of 
Christian  Political  Action,  which 
was  to  take  place  at  the  New  Wind- 
sor center,  was  canceled  because  of 
lack  of  response.  The  annual  inter- 
racial camp,  also  planned  for  New 
Windsor,  failed  to  materialize  for 
the  same  reason. 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


invite  Catholics  and  Jews  as  well 
as  Protestants?  Can  we  get  trucks? 
Will  the  city  allow  the  campaign? 
What  is  needed  in  the  way  of  pub- 
licity? What  channels  are  open  for 
sending  it  abroad? 

These  decisions  were  made: 
Tuesday  seems  like  the  best  day 
of  the  week.  On  Sunday  it  could 
be  announced  in  the  churches.  On 
Monday  night  it  would  appear  in 
the  papers  and  be  channeled  over 
the  radio.  There  would  be  other 
days  in  the  week  for  follow  up. 

Other  religious  groups  should  be 
invited  including  the  Catholics  and 
Jews.  Only  five  of  the  thirty-five 
religious  groups  of  the  city  are  now 
on  the  committee.  Using  a  church 
directory  of  the  city  each  youth 
agrees  to  contact  four  or  five 
churches  to   get   one  i  representative 


Religious  youth  collect   15,000  pounds  in  one  day's 


Whirlwind  Clothing   Drive 


HOW  an  interracial,  interdenomi- 
national, interfaith  action  proj- 
ect is  born,  nurtured  into 
healthy  maturity  is  here  given  step 
by  step. 

1.  A  member  of  a  First  church 
youth  fellowship  told  in  Sunday 
school  how  the  Christian  youth  of 
Frederick,  Md.,  used  a  unique  meth- 
od for  a  city-wide  clothing  cam- 
paign for  overseas  relief.  Everyone 
was  interested  but  no  one  made  any 
proposals. 

2.  Two  Sundays  later  someone 
asked  why  a  similar  clothing  drive 
could  not  be  sponsored  in  Home- 
ville,  population  40,000.  No  one  was 
opposed,  but  no  action  resulted. 

3.  About  a  month  later  interest 
was  again  revived  for  a  clothing 
drive.  Questions  were  raised:  "But 
isn't  it  too  big  for  us?"  "It  can't  be 
done  in  one  day."  "It's  summer,  and 
half  our  group  is  working  or  on 
vacation."  But  it  was  admitted  that 
the  other  half  have  time  on  their 
hands. 
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Don  Snider 

Elgin,    Illinois 


4.  One  week  later  an  announce- 
ment of  a  picnic  by  youth  federa- 
tion of  the  city  was  made  in  the 
class.  First  church  youth  decided 
to  present  idea  of  a  clothing 
drive  to  other  churches  and  to  en- 
courage joint  action. 

5.  In  the  business  session  at  the 
picnic  the  idea  was  presented.  The 
group  was  very  favorable  and  a 
committee  of  youth  was  appointed 
to  set  up  plans.  One  adult  adviser 
was  called  in  especially  to  give 
assistance. 

6.  The  special  committee  got 
heads  together  at  picnic  and  decided 
on  meeting  time. 

7.  Three  days  later  the  special 
committee  talked  over  strategy. 
Many  problems  were  raised  and  dis- 
cussed: Does  the  plan  used  in  Fred- 
erick seem  practical  for  Homeville? 
What  date  is  most  suitable?  How 
can  we  enlist  the  co-operation  of 
more    religious    groups?     Shall    we 


for  a  larger  planning  meeting.  The 
adult  adviser  agrees  to  contact  the 
Catholics  and  Jews.  Everyone  is 
to  report  back  the  exact  reason  for 
refusal. 

8.  A  follow-up  meeting  revealed 
that  twenty-five  religious  groups 
would  be  represented  at  the  larger 
meeting,  which  was  to  be  held  at 
a  room  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  The  Cath- 
olic churches,  all  three,  agreed  im- 
mediately to  send  both  youth  and 
adult  representatives.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  the  clothing  would  be 
distributed  to  Catholics,  Jews  and 
Protestants  in  Europe  without  dis- 
crimination. The  Jewish  synagogue 
agreed  to  co-operate.  Several 
churches  said  they  had  no  youth. 

At  this  meeting  the  getting  of 
trucks  and  gasoline,  free  literature, 
newspaper  coverage,  radio  releases, 
etc.,  were  discussed. 

9.  One  week  later  the  meeting  of 
all  religious  groups  was  held  at  the 
Y.M.C.A.  The  turnout  was  dis- 
appointing. Only  half  who  promised 
to  attend  showed  up.  Catholics 
were  represented   one  hundred  per 


cent.     A    Jewish    girl    was    elected 
chairman  of  the  drive. 

All  plans  were  reviewed  and 
shared  with  this  group.  General 
approval  was  given.  Four  commit- 
tees were  appointed:  publicity, 
mechanics,    literature    and    workers. 

The  publicity  committee  made 
posters  for  store  windows  down- 
town, and  for  sides  of  pickup 
trucks.  One  fifteen-minute  program 
was  given  over  local  radio  station 
with  other  spot  announcements  dur- 
ing the  week  preceding  the  drive. 
The  newspaper  agreed  to  give  fur- 
ther attention.  A  picture  with  an 
article  appeared,  reporting  this 
meeting  and  first  announcement  to 
public  of  the  drive.  It  was  an- 
nounced  in   all   the   churches. 

The  mechanics  committee  secured 
five  trucks,  free  gasoline,  drivers, 
and  use  of  one  large  semitrailer 
van  to  be  parked  downtown  for 
central  depot.  Maps  of  the  city 
were  secured  free  from  City  Hall. 
Town  was  divided  into  five  units. 
A  warehouse  was  secured  for  stor- 
ing   clothing. 

The  literature  committee  secured 
free  paper  from  local  publishing 
company,  prepared  material  for  and 
printed  10,000  leaflets  to  hand  out 
at  doors.  They  used  a  mimeograph 
machine  at  a  church.  On  the  day 
of  the  drive  they  had  literature  in 
five  different  boxes  for  the  five 
different  teams. 

The  workers  committee  worked 
through  the  Sunday  schools  and 
youth  organizations  to  get  volun- 
teers to  give  a  day  of  work. 

10.  On  the   day  of  the   drive  all 


A  bag  of  clothes  is  picked  up 


workers  assembled  at  7:00  a.m. 
where  trucks  and  semi  were  parked 
in  roped-off  street.  The  sixty  youth 
were  divided  into  five  teams.  Each 
team  elected  a  captain  and  secretary 
who  kept  notation  of  houses  needing 
special  follow-up  as  well  as  interest- 
ing comments  made  by  housewives 
and  workers. 

The  plan  of  attack  was  explained. 
The  captain  and  team  would  enter 
a  block  on  truck.  Youth  should 
scatter  along  sidewalk  taking  posi- 
tion in  front  of  every  house.  When 
ready  the  captain  would  nod  to 
driver  who  would  toot  horn  three 
times.  All  youth  should  contact 
houses  together  explaining  the  pur- 
pose of  the  drive  and  announcing 
that  clothes  would  be  picked  up 
later  in  the  day. 

As  soon  as  one  contact  was  made 
each  climbed  back  onto  the  truck, 
and  together  all  rode  to  the  next 
group  of  houses.  If  one  person  had 
a  rebuff  his  morale  was  lifted  by 
hearing  another  person  say,  "I'll 
have  two  boxes  ready,"  or  "Here 
is  a  dollar."  Group  sharing  was 
essential  to  morale.  The  group  re- 
turned to  the  home  base  at  11:30 
a.m.  for  checkup  and  picture.  The 
newspaper  photographer  took  a  pic- 
ture of  two  teams  transferring  their 
clothing  from  the  small  trucks  to 
the  large  one.  This  picture  appeared 
under  the  headlines  in  the  local 
paper  and  was  followed  with 
lengthy  article. 

About  3:30  p.m.  some  of  the 
groups  had  finished  canvassing. 
Then  they  started  going  back 
through  all  their  streets  to  pick  up 
bags  and  boxes  that  appeared  on 
front  porches.  Some  people  had 
clothing  ready  on  initial  contact. 
This  was  taken  immediately.  The 
-  pickup  went  much  faster  than  con- 
tacting every  house. 

By  4:30  p.m.  the  huge  central 
truck  was  filled  and  overflowing. 
It  was  then  driven  to  the  warehouse 
and  unloaded.  Smaller  trucks  then 
delivered  to  the  warehouse. 

11.  On  the  day  following  the 
drive  two  trucks  and  teams  of 
young  people  were  used  all  day  in 
combing  the  city  for  clothing  left 
on  porches.  Many  truckloads  were 
received.  Many  contributions  were 
missed  because  they  were  hid  be- 
hind storm  doors  or  screen  porches 
on  account  of  the  rain.  One  truck 
was  used  for  a  week  in  picking  up 
clothing. 

12.  All  day  Saturday  a  gang  of 
youth  from  the  various  churches 
worked  in  the  warehouse  processing 
the  clothing.  The  mountain  of  cloth- 
ing was  staggering  to  behold.  Large 
cardboard   packing   boxes   were   se- 


cured from  the  clothing,  depart- 
ment, shoe  and  dime  stores  down- 
town. All  clothes  were  repacked. 
Worthless  clothing  was  thrown  out. 
Shoes  were  paired  off  and  tied  to- 
gether. Clothing  to  be  cleaned  was 
assembled.  Seven  cleaning  estab- 
lishments agreed  to  take  hampers 
of  clothing  to  be  cleaned  free  of 
charge.  String  for  tying  the  boxes 
was  donated  by  a  farmer.  An  esti- 
mate of  the  clothing  given  was 
15,000  pounds.  Only  $45  was  do- 
nated for  help  in  shipment. 

13.  On  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  of  the  next  week  a 
skeleton  corps  of  workers  continued 
to  pack  and  pick  up  clothing.  A 
series  of  pictures  were  taken  in  the 
warehouse,  on  the  trucks,  at  homes 
where  clothing  was  being  donated. 

14.  As  the  last  clothes  were  packed 
an  idea  came  for  raising  the  $1,200 
needed.  A  five-pound  club  was 
started.  To  be  a  member  you  had 
to  do  two  things:  give  40c  to  send 
five  pounds  of  clothing  to  Europe 
and  agree  to  get  two  others  who 
would  give  40c  and  get  two  others. 
If  everyone  followed  through  this 
would  snowball  into  a  sizable  figure. 
Large  figures  were  used  under  a 
sign  on  the  warehouse  giving  the 
number  of  members  in  the  club. 
The  figure  swelled  daily. 

If  another  drive  were  staged  in 
Homeville,  the  committee  believes 
more  clothing  could  be  secured. 
Therefore,  they  recommend  these 
cautions  and  additional  ideas: 

1.  More  publicity  would  have 
helped:  big  signs  appearing  every- 
where signifying  "Clothing  Drive"; 
skywriting  by  airplanes;  bigger 
signs  on  each  of  the  trucks;  brief 
announcement  on  screens  in  the- 
aters; better  publicity  in  the 
churches. 

2.  One  of  the  churches  should 
have  served  to  workers  a  noon  meal 
so  they  could  have  eaten  together. 

3.  A  white  slip  of  paper  with  a 
hole  in  it  to  be  slipped  on  door 
knob  of  each  home  if  they  had 
clothing  donation  or  cash  pickup. 

4.  Contact  homes  one  day  and 
pick  up  the  same  time  next  day, 
or  else  more  teams  to  be  able  to 
cover  the  city  better  in  one  day. 

5.  Advertise  an  easy  phone  num- 
ber that  could  be  called  for  a  week 
for  information,  clothing,  news, 
cash,  etc.  This  phone  number 
should  appear  on  all  ads  and  with 
all   publicity. 

6.  Secure  weeks  in  advance  large 
paper   cartons   from  the  merchants. 

7.  Brief  the  captains  and  drivers 
for  an  hour  before  the  drive. 
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Chinese  Brethren 
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Elder   H.   C.  Yin 


The  Yin  family  in  1929 


THE  story  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  China  is  in  part  the 
story   of   the   Yin   family.    This 
story  began  in  Tientsin. 

H.  C.  Yin  was  engaged  as  lan- 
guage teacher  for  the  six  recruits 
who  had  joined  the  pioneer  mis- 
sionaries in  China.  Because  of  the 
revolution  in  1910  the  missionaries 
had  had  to  leave  Ping  Ting  for 
Tientsin.  Here  under  Mr.  Yin's 
tutelage  the  new  workers  began  to 
learn  to  speak  Chinese. 

Teaching  the  language  was  only 
a  part  of  the  task  from  the  view- 
point of  Mr.  Yin.  If  these  people 
from    a    strange    country    were    to 
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work  effectively  with  the  Chinese 
they  needed  to  know  more  than  the 
language.  He  was  eager  that  they 
become  familiar  with  and  under- 
stand the  customs,  culture  and  re- 
ligions of  the  people  among  whom 
they  now  lived.  Giving  the  mission- 
aries a  close  up  of  Chinese  life  and 
customs  became  as  much  his  job  as 
teaching  language. 

The  missionaries  learned  to  know 
the  little  food  shops  right  out  on 
the  street  where  a  bowl  of  steaming 
hot  noodles  topped  with  vegetables 
or  meat  could  be  bought.  They  saw 
the  everyday  life  of  the  city  —  the 
water  carriers  with  huge  buckets  on 
poles  over  their  shoulders,  the  water 
carts,  the  knife  sharpener  twanging 


strips  of  iron  to  drum  up  trade.  It 
was  a  life  altogether  different  from 
that  in  the  homeland. 

Visits  to  temples  within  walking 
distance  and  even  to  those  farther 
away  were  a  part  of  the  program. 
Mr.  Yin,  using  his  cane — necessary 
equipment  for  a  Chinese  gentleman 
out  walking  —  as  a  pointer,  ex- 
plained the  religions  of  China. 

Though  this  Chinese  teacher  was 
nominally  a  Christian,  religion  had 
no  great  hold  upon  him.  In  fact, 
his  ambition  was  to  get  more  school- 
ing and  to  become  a  government 
official.  So,  while  he  was  explain- 
ing to  the  missionaries,  they,  in  turn, 
were  impressing  on  him  the  great 
need  of  bringing  the  gospel  of  Christ 


to  the   people   of  his   own   country. 

So  convincingly  did  they  present 
the  need  that  Mr.  Yin  was  led  to 
devote  fully  his  life  to  interpreting 
Christ  to  his  Chinese  brethren.  Thus 
it  came  about  that  after  the  republic 
was  established  and  the  missionaries 
returned  to  Shansi  that  Mr.  Yin  and 
his  wife  and  little  son,  Peter,  came 
to  Ping  Ting. 

There  as  teacher  in  the  boys'  pri- 
mary school  established  by  the 
Brethren  he  began  his  long  years 
of  service  in  and  devotion  to  the 
Christian  cause.    After  three  years 


in  the  school  he  felt  the  call  to  more 
definite  work  in  the  church  itself. 
He  was  elected  to  the  ministry  and 
began  going  into  the  homes  in  the 
city  and  out  in  the  villages.  He  also 
preached  in  the  church. 

For  five  years  he  carried  on  this 
work  at  Ping  Ting.  Then  Bro.  Yin 
entered  Cheeloo  University  Semi- 
nary for  further  preparation  for 
service  to  the  church.  He  was  al- 
lowed $500  (Chinese  silver)  from  the 
mission  for  his  three  years  in  school. 
On  $7  a  month  his  faithful,  hard- 
working wife  cared  for  the  family 


which  had  been  increased  to  five 
with  the  birth  of  two  sons,  Paul  and 
John. 

Following  his  completion  of  the 
seminary  course  Bro.  Yin  returned 
to  Ping  Ting  as  pastor  of  the  church. 
For  almost  twenty  years  he  con- 
tinued to  bring  the  message  of 
Christ  to  his  people  in  that  place. 
During  this  time  he  was  ordained 
to  the  eldership,  the  first  one  in 
the  Chinese  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

We  shall  continue  the  story  oi  the  Yin 
family,  telling  what  happened  to  Peter 
during  the  time  of  the  Sino-Japanese 
war. 
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Dundalk  Church  Burns  Mortgage 


THE  Dundalk  church  in  the  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  area  burned  the 
mortgage  on  the  chapel-parson- 
age on  Feb.  5,  1950,  marking  a  sig- 
nificant milestone  in  the  progress  of 
the  church.  Work  at  Dundalk  began 
in  1942.  The  initial  services  were 
held  in  the  I.O.O.F.  hall  until  the 
first  worship  service  was  held  in  the 
present  building  on  Jan.  7,  1947.  The 
pastor,  Raymon  E.  Eller,  says,  "Dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  the  Lord  has 
blessed  our  work  wonderfully.  In 
these  three  years  a  debt  of  $8,000  has 
been  liquidated  through  the  substan- 
tial giving  of  our  members.  In  the 
past  two  years  our  church  has  given 


an  average  of  more  than  $66  per 
member,  which  includes  giving  to 
the  local  church  budget,  the  district, 
and  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund. 

"Bro.  Charles  E.  Zunkel,  secretary 
of  the  Ministry  and  Home  Mission 
Commission  of  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board,  was  our  guest  speaker. 
After  an  inspiring  message  by  Bro. 
Zunkel,  the  mortgage  burning  pro- 
ceeded. Our  presiding  elder,  Bro. 
McKinley  Coffman,  brought  the 
Farewell  Message  from  the  Mort- 
gage. The  pastor  led  the  congrega- 
tion in  a  responsive  reading.  The 
mortgage  was  burned  by  the  church 
treasurer,  Oscar  Shanholtz,  and  the 


Brethren,  our  Brotherhood  Fund 
dollars  through  the  Achievement  Of- 
fering help  the  Dundalk  opportuni- 
ties across  the  Brotherhood  to  be 
claimed  before  the  golden  opportuni- 
ty of  a  lifetime  passes.  Are  your 
dollars  helping  to  extend  the 
kingdom? 

C.  E.  ZunkeL  chairman  of  the  Min- 
istry and  Home  Mission  Commis- 
sion, and  McKinley  Coffman, 
elder  of  the  congregation,  assist 
members  of  the  church  in  the 
mortgage-burning  service 


chairman  of  the  trustee  board,  Fred 
Claar.  After  the  singing  of  the  Dox- 
ology,  Bro.  Zunkel  led  in  the  prayer 
of  consecration." 

The  service  was  recorded  on  wire 
and  by  pictures  by  Bro.  Chester 
Pugh. 

The  pastor,  Bro.  Eller,  concludes, 
"This  service  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  the  Dundalk  church  for  it 
is  with  gratitude  to  God  that  we 
write  this  occasion  into  the  annals  of 
our  history.  The  challenge  that  is 
now  before  our  people  is  to  complete 
plans  for  the  new  church  building  so 
that  it  can  be  erected  in  the  very 
near  future.  May  our  joy  be  the  in- 
spiration of  others  in  this  great 
work! 

Continued  on  page  24 
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Inspiration  of  Intermission 
Fellowship 

Christina  Kulp 

Garkida,  Nigeria 

DURING  the  second  week  in 
May,  Hazel  Landis,  Stover 
and  I,  attended  the  yearly 
meetings  of  mission  representatives 
at  Jos.  At  the  same  time,  because 
of  easier  transportation,  the  women 
had  their  Women's  Intermission 
Fellowship  Council  meeting.  The 
sessions  were  excellent  this  year 
and  well  attended. 

The  Sudan  United  Mission  had 
sent  a  representative  from  the 
American  branch,  the  English 
branch  and  the  Danish  branch,  but 
the  South  African  branch  had  no 
representative  this  year.  The  United 
Mission  Society  had  one  member. 
The  Church  Mission  Society  sent 
Miss  Saunders,  who  is  the  secretary. 
The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of 
South  Africa  had  one  member,  and 
we  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
had  two  present.  There  was  also 
a  young  missionary  present  from 
the  Girls'  Life  Brigade,  a  Quaker 
of  the  Sudan  United  Mission. 

In  previous  years  I  had  been  as- 
sistant secretary.  This  year  I  was 
elected  chairman  as  our  regular 
chairman  was  on  furlough.  I  was 
asked  to  make  copies  of  the  minutes 
and  reports  and  send  them  to  each 
branch  represented,  also  to  send  out 
outlines  of  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
program,  which  is  to  be  used  this 
coming  February. 

We  were  happy  to  hear  in  our 
women's  meeting,  that  the  booklet 
which  Miss  Saunders  and  I  had  pre- 
pared on  the  subject  of  marriage, 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Bureau 
for  Christian  Literature  for  Africa 
in  South  Nigeria  and  is  being 
printed  in  the  Niger  Press  in  Jos. 

The  women  also  had  their  yearly 
session  with  the  men's  meeting  of 
mission  representatives.  At  this 
time  we  gave  our  report  and  we 
also  set  the  date  for  next  year's 
meeting  during  the  third  week  in 
May. 

The  Women's  Christian  Fellow- 
ship met  in  the  large  room  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  mission 
house.  Before  the  new  school  build- 
ings were  built  this  was  the  play- 
room for  the  Hillcrest  School 
children.  The  open  meeting  was 
held  each  morning  and  afternoon. 
About  twenty-five  were  present  and 
we  needed  to  borrow  chairs  from 
Hillcrest    School. 

At  the  morning  meeting  the  de- 


Christian,  women  like  Adjiraya,  shown  here  with  her  family,  are  more 

and  more  taking  an  active  part  in  building  the  Christian  church  in 

Africa.  Adjiraya  helps  with  instruction  in  the  women's  training  school, 

and  her  compound  is  a  model  of  cleanliness  and  order 
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votional  message  was  given  by  me 
and  in  the  afternoon  by  Mrs.  Olsen, 
who  was  the  oldest  member  from 
the  English  branch  of  the  Sudan 
United  Mission.  Shortly  after  our 
return  home  we  learned  of  her 
death  from  typhoid  fever. 

In  our  fellowship  meeting,  reports 
were  given  of  the  work  of  the  wom- 
en in  each  branch  of  each  mission. 
Questions  were  asked  as  to  how 
certain  pieces  of  work  are  done,  and 
ideas  were  exchanged.  All  those 
who  have  charge  of  women's  work 
feel  that  these  meetings  are  very 
helpful  and  most  interesting. 

This  Women's  Christian  Fellow- 
ship extends  into  all  of  our  stations. 
However,  not  many  of  the  African 
women"  have  signed  the  membership 
cards. 

During  our  meeting  at  Jos, 
Mrs.  Claude  Rupel  served  tea,  in 
the  middle  of  the  forenoon  and  in 
the  afternoon.  This  is  a  British  cus- 
tom to  which  the  Americans  become 
accustomed  for  they  see  that  it  pro- 
vides a  social  time  for  everyone  to 
talk  informally  together. 

The  entire  meeting  was  really 
excellent.  It  brought  us  all  together 
and  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
change ideas  and  practices.  The  re- 
ports are  shared  with  the  African 
women  at  the  various  mission  sta- 
tions and  thus  all  the  Christian 
women  of  Nigeria  are  brought  to- 
gether. We  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  there  shall  be  more 
African     women     attending     these 


meetings.  It  was  very  good  to  have 
two  African  women,  wives  of  pas- 
tors in  Jos,  at  the  open  meetings 
this  year  and  we  hope  that  more 
and  more  will  come.  Such  meetings 
build  up  a  sense  of  unity  and  fellow- 
ship among  Christians. 

Home  Mission  Briefs 

Continued  from  page  23 

Stover  Memorial  Church 

ON  SUNDAY,  July  16,  the  Stover 
Memorial  church  in  Iowa's 
capital  city  celebrated  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  the 
new  church  building  by  a  basket 
dinner  at  the  church  in  honor  of  the 
fourteen  members  who  have  come 
into  the  church  during  the  past  year. 
Parts  of  the  recorded  dedicatory  pro- 
gram were  played  for  the  program. 

The  Stover  Memorial  church  has 
just  closed  its  day  camp  for  over 
thirty  children,  including  many 
from  the  neighborhood.  The  pastor, 
Dale  Brown,  says,  "We  went  to  a 
park,  took  our  sack  lunches  with  us 
and  enjoyed  three  full  days  of  ac- 
tivity. Our  program  included  wor- 
ship out  of  doors,  nature  hikes,  Bible 
study,  recreation  and  singing,  and 
crafts.  The  program  closed  with  a 
picnic  for  the  parents  at  which  the 
crafts  were  displayed  and  an  infor- 
mal program  by  the  children  was 
presented."  The  pastor  adds  that  it 
was  an  inspirational  good  time  for 
teachers  and  children. 


Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Reporting  on  the  Music  and 
Worship  Conference 

A  long-cherished  dream  of  the 
Hymnal  Committee  and  the  Music 
and  Worship  Committee  of  the 
church  came  to  full  realization  and 
rich  fruition  in  the  Brethren  Music 
and  Worship  Conference  at  Grand 
Rapids,  June  10  to  13.  The  program 
was  set  up  with  a  twofold  purpose: 
first  and  foremost,  to  acquaint  our 
leadership  with  the  new  hymnal. 
Though  the  book  will  not  be  out 
until  sometime  later,  much  worship 
material  and  many  new  hymns  were 
available  in  the  Annual  Conference 
Hymnal  and  on  hymn  slides. 

The  second  major  purpose  of  the 
school  was  to  give  general  training  to 
our  leaders  in  the  areas  of  music  and 
worship.  Probably  it  should  be  stated 
here  that  some  years  ago  the  work  of 
the  Music  Committee  was  expanded 
to  cover  worship  resources  other 
than  music  and  to  deepen  the  spir- 
itual  significance   of   church   music. 

Inasmuch  as  almost  the  total  mem- 
bership of  both  the  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee and  the  Music  and  Worship 
Committee  was  present  as  staff 
members,  a  wide  area  of  instruction 
was  offered.  Congregational  singing, 
in  line  with  the  genius  of  our  church, 
was  given  the  place  of  emphasis. 
Alvin  Brightbill  conducted  periods 
of  singing,  giving  a  taste  of  the 
splendid  new  hymns  now  to  be  made 
available  to  us  through  the  new 
book;  one  period  was  given  to  songs 
of  salvation.  Donald  Frederick  gave 
ample  demonstrations  of  teaching 
new  hymns  to  the  group  and  then 
followed  with  another  period  of 
methods  to  be  used  in  the  local 
church.  An  unannounced  yet  con- 
stant value  of  the  conference  was  the 
use  of  only  high  quality  music. 

Church  organists  and  pianists 
found  added  ways  of  increasing  their 
usefulness  as  hymn  accompanists; 
the  primary  emphasis  of  this  area 
was  restricted  to  hymn  playing  and 
accompanying.  Nevin  Fisher  and 
Ruth  Weybright  ably  contributed  by 
lecture-demonstration  and  by  lead- 
ing special  interest  group  discussions. 

Our  church  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly interested  in  the  well-planned 
service  of  worship  and  the  new 
hymnal  will  have  a  considerably  ex- 
panded section  of  worship  aids.  Pas- 
tor Glen  Weimer  conducted  a  series 
of  worship  services  throughout  the 
conference,  serving  the  double  pur- 
pose of  actually  being  periods  of 
worship    and    of    giving    models    of 


excellence  for  students  to  follow.  He 
also  conducted  the  special  interest 
group  in  worship. 

A  third  group  interested  in  hym- 
nology  and  conducting  was  led  by 
A.  F.  Brightbill. 

The  Annual  Conference  choir  had 
its  beginning  during  this  conference 
with  regular  rehearsal  periods  con- 
ducted by  Perry  Huffaker.  This  pro- 
vided opportunity  for  choral  study 
and  nearly  all  singers  remained  over 
for  Annual  Conference  serving  in 
the  Conference  choir.  In  the  main, 
anthems  were  used  which  would  be 
well  within  the  abilities  of  the  choirs 
of  our  local  churches. 

The  writer  of  this  report  found  as 
his  assignment  the  conducting  of  the 
conference.  Three  stimulating  ad- 
dresses were  given  by  C.  Ernest 
Davis  speaking  on  How  You  Get  a 
Hymnal,  by  Pastor  Paul  Robinson  on 
Sensing  the  Spiritual  Needs  of  Wor- 
shipers and  the  Creating  of  Moods 
and  by  Kenneth  Morse  on  Factors 
Determining  the  Nature  and  Content 
of  the  Hymnal.  A.  G.  Breidenstine 
brought  a  refreshing  and  instructive 
period  filled  with  human  interest  as 
he  spoke  of  incidents  related  to  the 
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composing  of  hymns  by  some  of  our 
living  Brethren  authors  and  com- 
posers. Many  of  these  hymns  were 
available  in  slides  made  from 
manuscript. 

The  situation  drama  as  presented 
by  Pastor  Huffaker  and  his  helpers 
brought  both  humor  and  provocative 
thought.  The  cast  represented  a  pas- 
tor and  his  cabinet  in  a  meeting  re- 
lated to  the  music  of  their  church. 

The  crowning  event  of  the  confer- 
ence occurred  on  Tuesday  evening 
with  the  hymn  festival.  This  marked 
the  culmination  of  the  school  and 
served  as  the  inauguration  of  the 
general  sessions  of  the  Annual  Con- 
ference. Pastor  Guy  West  gave  the 
sermon  of  the  evening,  speaking  with 
color  and  fervor  on  the  place  of  good 
music  in  worship.  (This  sermon  is 
being  printed  in  this  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.    See  page  4.) 

Some  facts  and  figures  on  attend- 
ance would  be  of  interest.  First,  let 
it  be  said  that  the  hopes  of  the 
planning  committee  were  more  than 
realized  when  instead  of  the  hoped- 
for  200,  375  arrived  from  all  parts  of 
the  Brotherhood.  We  express  thanks 
to   the   regional   secretaries,    district 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois.- — Editor. 


The  Church  in  the  World.  Richard 
R.  Caemmerer.  Concordia,  1950.  110 
pages.    $1.75. 

The  author  of  this  book  believes 
that  the  message  of  the  Christian 
church  is  absolutely  essential  for  the 
world  of  today.  He  believes  that  the 
church  must  express  itself  in  our 
family  life,  our  jobs,  our  recreation 
-and  every  other  phase  of  our  total 
living.  If  we  allow  the  church  to  do 
this,  it  will  give  meaning  to  total 
life;  in  addition  to  that,  it  will  turn 
the  world  in  the  direction  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  for  which  we  all 
pray.  Dr.  Caemmerer  points  out 
techniques  and  ways  by  which  this 
can  be  done. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

This,  My  Brother.  Argye  M. 
Briggs.  Wm.  B.  Eerdmans  Co.,  1950. 
347  pages.   $3.00. 

Not  well  loved  by  his  family,  Josh 
Kenyon  grew  up  with  a  bitter  hatred 
for  his  worthless  older  brother,  Ran, 
whom  his  father  idolized.  Marrying 
young,  he  secured  work  in  the  fast- 
developing  oil  fields  of  his  native 
state,  Texas,  and  became  a  success- 
ful workman.  Through  the  patient 
efforts  of  his  wife  and  his  young  son, 
Josh  became  a  Christian  and  a 
churchman.  After  a  long  inner 
struggle  he  threw  aside  his  hatred 


for  Ran,  who  had  become  insane  and 
a  burden  to  his  family.  This  novel 
is  a  wholesome  story  of  common 
people,  and  the  events  recounted 
could  have  happened  in  our  own 
families.  It  gives  an  interesting 
picture  of  life  in  the  Texas  oil  fields 
while  providing  a  gripping  psycho- 
logical and  spiritual  study  of  Josh 
and  his  family.  The  religious  point 
of  view  is  that  of  Southern  conser- 
vatism and  warmth;  the  simple 
literary  artistry  is  acceptable  and 
commendable  without  being  classic. 
This  is  a  story  well  deserving  the 
popularity  it  is  achieving. — Ora  W. 
Garber. 

The  Higher  Happiness.  Ralph 
W.  Sockman.  Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
1950.   174  pages.   $2.00. 

One  of  America's  best  known  and 
best  loved  preachers  presents  a 
series  of  studies  in  the  virtues  that 
Jesus  upheld  in  the  Beatitudes.  The 
writing  is  thoughtful,  pertinent  and 
inspiring.  It  opens  the  Beatitudes 
in  turn  and  helps  us  to  see  them 
as  the  way  to  life  at  its  best.  It  is 
rich  in  nuggets  of  truth  and  merits 
wide  reading  by  ministers  and  laity 
alike.— Ernest  G.  Hofi. 


SEPTEMBER    9,    1950 


25 


boards  and  others  who  helped  in 
publicizing  and  promoting  the  con- 
ference. The  attendance  by  regions 
shows  38  from  the  Southeastern,  54 
from  the  Eastern,  227  from  the  Cen- 
tral, 40  from  the  Western,  and  16 
from  the  Pacific.  Many  local  churches 
or  district  boards  sent  delegates, 
paying  part  or  all  of  the  expenses; 
this  is  commendable. — Paul  Halla- 
day,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

Religious  Pacifists  to  Sponsor 
Peace  Mission 

A  church  peace  mission  will  be 
conducted  throughout  the  United 
States  during  the  last  six  months  of 
this  year.  Sponsored  by  fifteen 
religious  pacifist  groups  who  recently 
held  in  Detroit  a  conference  on  the 
church  and  war  the  mission  will 
arrange  meetings  and  forums  in 
various  cities  to  discuss  the  question 
of  war  and  peace. 

About  100  clergymen,  most  of 
them  affiliated  with  religious  pacifist 
groups,  will  conduct  the  mission 
meetings.  A  leading  speaker  at 
many  of  the  conferences  will  be  the 
Rev.  A.  J.  Muste,  general  secretary 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation. 

The  clergymen  will  give  special 
emphasis  to  the  so-called  "third 
position"  included  in  a  statement  on 
the  church  and  war  issued  by  the 
1948  Amsterdam  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  This 
position  declared  all  warfare  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  God  and  there- 
fore  not   permissible   to   Christians. 

The  Rev.  Robert  F.  Weiskotten  of 
New  York,  chairman  of  the  Luther- 
an Peace  Fellowship,  will  lead  the 
mission.  The  fellowship  comprises 
Lutherans  who  accept  the  pacifist 
position. 

Lutheran  Institute  Asks  End  of 
Segregation 

Delegates  to  the  fifth  annual  Lu- 
theran Institute  on  Race  Relations 
held  at  Valparaiso  University  called 
upon  the  synodical  conference  to 
help  eliminate  injustices  against 
minority  groups. 

The  synodical  conference  com- 
prises the  Lutheran  Church-Mis- 
souri Synod,  the  Wisconsin  Synod, 
the  Norwegian  and  Slovak  Synods, 
as  well  as  a  number  of  Negro  and 
African  missions  which  are  sup- 
ported jointly  by  the  four  synods. 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  in- 
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stitute  said  that  racial  pride  and 
discrimination  are  contrary  to  the 
will  of  God.  The  resolution  asked 
the  synodical  conference  to  prepare 
materials  "to  educate  the  rank  and 
file  of  members  with  the  moral  and 
spiritual  principles  of  nondiscrimi- 
nation." 

Another  resolution  called  upon 
pastors  and  educators  to  prepare 
their  people  "to  the  future  reception 
of  minority  groups  into  full  and 
cordial  fellowship  within  our  white 
churches." 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Schulze,  pastor 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Christ 
the  King,  Chicago,  an  interracial 
congregation,  and  chairman  of  the 
institute,  recommended  complete 
elimination  of  the  color  line  in  the 
local  parish  as  the  ultimate  goal 
of  Christian  race  relations.  He 
called  integration  "the  only  means 
of  avoiding  the  death  of  the  church 
in  areas  of  racial  transition." 

Dr.  A.  M.  Rehwinkel,  professor  of 
ethics  at  Concordia  Seminary,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  said  the  church  had 
accepted  segregation  patterns  of 
secular  society  and  had  rationalized 
them  into  patterns  permissible 
within  the  church.  He  stressed  that 
the  church  cannot  do  successful 
foreign  mission  work  until  its  dis- 
criminations at  home  are  wiped  out. 

Christian  Educators  Meet  in  World 
Institute 

Two  hundred  delegates  from  fifty 
countries  attended  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  on  Christian  Education  held 
in  Toronto  under  the  auspices  of  the 
World  Council  of  Chrsitian  Educa- 
tion. 

First  of  its  kind  ever  held,  the 
institute  had  for  its  purposes:  (1) 
To  provide  opportunity  for  a  number 
of  carefully  selected  persons  from  all 
over  the  world  to  learn  from  one 
another  and  from  leaders  in  Chris- 
tian education  through  an  exchange 
of  experience  and  ideas.  (2)  To  as- 
semble information  that  may  be 
useful  to  leaders  in  all  countries.  (3) 
To  formulate  proposals  for  launching 
an  advance  in  Christian  education 
and  for  preparing  leaders  in  that 
field. 

Sacramento  to  Pray  for  30  Days 

The  entire  city  of  Sacramento, 
Calif.,  with  population  of  more  than 
250,000  persons,  will  be  asked  to 
pray  for  world  peace  daily  for  thirty 
days. 

The  plan  was  announced  by  the 
Sacramento  Ministerial  Association 
following  a  meeting  of  nearly  twenty 
representatives    of    churches,    civic 


organizations,     radio     stations     and 
newspapers. 

World  peace  and  understanding  is 
to  be  the  general  theme  of  the 
prayers.  They  will  be  delivered  at 
noon  over  all  local  radio  stations  and 
on  public  address  systems  in  stores 
and  office  buildings  and  in  the  city's 
two  downtown  parks. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Glick-Melzger.  —  Victor  E.  Glick  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Mary  T.  Metzger  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  June  25,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned.— John  T.  Glick,  Bridge- 
water,  Va. 

Graham-Schmook. — Wilbur  J.  Graham  of 
Buena  Vista,  Va.,  and  Mary  Jeon  Schmook 
of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  the  St.  John's  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  church,  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
John  F.  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Higgins-  Armenlroul.  —  Charles  Higgins 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Sue  Armentrout,  both  of 
Covington,  Va.,  Feb.  14,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — John  T.  Glick, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Hoff-Schrock.— Ernest  Hoff  of  Elgin,  111., 
and  Erne  Schrock  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  July 
16,  1950,  in  the  Pasadena  church,  by  I.  V. 
Funderburgh  and  the  undersigned. — Don- 
ald E.  Rowe,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Love-Bills. — Kenneth  Love  and  Dona 
Bills,  both  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  June  25, 
1950,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Lincoln,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Edwin 
Jarboe,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Lynn-Secrisi. — Charles  A.  Lynn  and 
Mrs.  Vergie  P.  Secrist,  both  of  Buena 
Vista,  Va.,  June  22,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home.— John  F.  Graham, 
Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Mercer-Rock.— David  Mercer  of  Kansas 
.City,  Kansas,  and  Dolores  Rock  of  Hope, 
Kansas,  in  the  Navarre  church,  June  10, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Elmer  L. 
Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kansas. 

Messlck-Vincent. — Robert  Messick  and 
Ruth  Ann  Vincent,  both  of  Farmington, 
Del.,  at  the  bride's  home,  April  28,  1950,  by 
Bro.  William  McDaniel. — Mrs.  Violet 
Schrock,  Farmington,  Del. 

Meicalf-Nyhart. — James  Metcalf  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio,  and  Carolyn  Nyhart  of 
Danville,  Ohio,  in  the  Danville  church. 
May  21,  1950,  by  Bro.  George  Phillips  of 
Dayton,  Ohio. — John  A.  McCormick,  Dan- 
ville, Ohio. 

Mohler-Campbell. — Richard  S.  Mohler  of 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  and  Norma  Jean 
Campbell  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  the 
First  church,  Springfield,  July  1,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Lester  E.  Fike,  Spring- 
field, Ohio. 

Morgan-Richardson. — Lloyd  Morgan  of 
Beatrice,  Nebr.,  and  Elsie  Richardson  of 
Lincoln,  Nebr.,  June  25,  1950,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  mother  in  Lincoln,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  Lincoln, 
Nebr. 

Mulhollen-Gonder.— Orange  L.  Mulhollen 
of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  Betty  June  Gonder 
of  Lititz,  Pa.,  in  the  Lititz  church,  June  10, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Jacob  Dick, 
Lititz,  Pa. 

Myer-Bear. — Robert  G.  Myer  of  Bird  in 
Hand,  Pa.,  and  Janet  Bear  of  Roberstown, 
Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  Clyde  Weaver, 
East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Owens-Slulzman. — Karl  W.  Owens  of 
Indiana,  Pa.,  and  Carolyn  R.  Stutzman  of 
Homer  City,  Pa.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the 
Morrellville  church,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Roy  S.  Forney,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 

Stahl-Herr.— Samuel  W.  Stahl,  Jr.,  and 
Alverta.Mae  Herr,  in  the  Lititz  parsonage, 
July  13,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Jacob 
Dick,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Siarkey-Wray. — Clarence  T.  Starkey  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Jane  Wray  of  Boones 
Mill,  Va.,  July  5,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home.— Ira  D.  Hoy,  Boones  Mill.  Va, 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Harry  R.  Rowland 

Harry  R.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Emmert  Rowland,  was  born  and  reared 
near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  died  in  the 
Washington  County 
hospital,  Hagers- 
town, April  25,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four   years. 

In  1910  he  was 
elected  to  the  min- 
istry and  was 
ordained  to  the  eld- 
ership in  1921.  For 
more  than  forty 
years,  he  served 
the  Longmeadow 
church  as  minister, 
and  was  elder  of 
the  congregation 
for  twenty- two 

years.  He  was  also 
elder  of  the  Hagerstown  church  and  served 
as  elder  of  many  other  congregations  from 
time  to  time. 

He  served  as  a  trustee  of  Bridgewater 
College  for  twenty  years,  served  on  the 
home  mission  board  of  Middle  Maryland, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Fahrney  Memorial  Home.  Bro. 
Rowland  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants 
Bank  for  twenty-five  years,  and  served  as 
president  and  chairman  of  the  board.  He 
also  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Breth- 
ren Mutual   Insurance   Company. 

A  devoted  churchman,  Bro.  Rowland 
combined  a  useful  career  in  business  with 
the  Christian  ministry  and  was  one  of  the 
most  beloved  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
community. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Pru- 
dence Fahrney  Rowland,  with  whom  he 
recently  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary;  one  daughter,  Pauline,  at 
home;  three  sisters;  and  two  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Hagerstown  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Elmer  S.  Rowland.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Manor  cemetery. — Paul  M. 
Robinson,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

A.  K.  Graybill 

A.  K.  Graybill,  son  of  Jonas  and  Anne 
Snyder  Graybill,  was  born  July  31,  1872,  in 
Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and  died  June  19, 
1950,  at  his  home  in  Nokesville,  Va. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Inez  Rose 
Arnold,  who  preceded  him  in  death  in 
1937.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren. 

He  served  as  deacon  in  the  Washington 
City  church,  D.  C.  In  1911  he  moved  to 
Nokesville,  where  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  in  1913.  A  few  years  later  he  was 
elected  to  the  eldership  and  served  the 
Nokesville  congregation  as  elder  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  He  taught  the  adult 
Sunday-school  class  for  thirty  years. 

He  is  survived  by  four  children,  Ruth  of 
Nokesville,  John  K.  of  Arlington,  Va.,  Mar- 
jorie  Sanger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Alice  Coney  of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.;  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Alice  Eller  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  Chicago,  and  Mrs.  Bettie  Kinzie 
of  Harrisonburg,  Va.;  one  brother,  Lee 
Graybill  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  one  grand- 
daughter, Verna  Rose  of  Parkersburg,  W. 
Va. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Nokesville  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  D.  W.  Nolley. — Dewey  D. 
Fleishman,  Nokesville,  Va. 

Lurena  Sieuari 

Lurena  Steuart,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Rebecca  Fike,  was  born  March  19,  1873,  in 
Eglon,  W.  Va.,  and  died  at  the  Bixley 
hospital,  Adrian,  Mich.,  July  5,   1950. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  she  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
remained  a  faithful  and  loyal  worker  in 
the  church  the  rest  of  her  life. 

In  1890  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Bro.  Nathan  McKimmey.  To  this  union 
one  son  was  born.   She  was  an  able  helper 


to  her  husband  in  his  ministry  and  through 
their  efforts  the  First  church,  Toledo,  Ohio, 
was  established.  Bro.  McKimmey  died  in 
1922. 

In  1935  she  was  married  to  Edgar  Steuart 
of  Blissfield,  Mich.,  who  survives  with  one 
son,  Hurley  McKimmey  of  Midland,  Mich., 
and  one  brother. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Fair- 
view  church  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  H.  H.  Hendricks  and  Rev. 
Noffsinger.  Burial  was  in  the  Lion  ceme- 
tery.— Gertrude  E.  Guthrie,  Metamoa, 
Ohio. 

Mareta  Hoff  Overholtzer 

Mareta  Hoff  Overholtzer  was  born  in 
Kansas  on  Oct.  26,  1874,  and  passed  away 
at  Pomona,   Calif.,   July   8,    1950. 

In  1884  she  moved  to  California  with  her 
parents.  While  attending  La  Verne  Col- 
lege, she  met  and  married  Samuel  A.  Over- 
holtzer. She  and  her  husband  were  always 
active  in  the  capacities  of  minister  and 
elder  in  the  church.  He  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  presiding  elder  of  the  La 
Verne  church,  Calif.  She  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband. 

She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Florence  Maust  of  Delano,  Calif.;  four 
sons,  Charles  E.  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  E.  A. 
of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  Clarence  A.  of  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  and  Robert  E.  of  Venice, 
Calif.;  a  brother,  Earl  Hoff  of  Los  Angeles; 
eleven  grandchildren;  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Todd 
Memorial  chapel  at  Pomona,  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  made  in  the  Ever- 
green cemetery  at  La  Verne. — Galen  B. 
Ogden,  La  Verne,   Calif. 

J.  S.  Alldredge 

John  S„  son  of  John  and  Susanna  All- 
dredge,  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
Ind.,  Feb.  15,  1865,  and  died  at  his  home 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  Dela- 
ware County  schools,  and  graduated  from 
Ball  State  College  and  Indiana  Business 
College.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
teaching  in  the  Delaware  County  schools. 

In  1890  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Leatha  Wellington.  They  observed  their 
sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  in  the  church 
on  April  9.  To  this  union  seven  children 
were  born,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Bro.  Alldredge  lived  an  active  life.  He 
was  not  only  active  in  church  affairs,  but 
in   civic   and   affairs   of  the   state   as   well. 

He  opened  a  law  and  real  estate  office  in 
Anderson,  Ind.,  and  served  on  the  real 
estate  board.  He  was  a  postal  employee 
and  carried  mail  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  served  in  the  state  legislature  from 
1918  to  1932.  During  his  first  term  he  had 
the  privilege  of  introducing  the  state's 
first  woman  suffrage  bill,  which  later  be- 
came law. 

In  1891  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  or- 
dained Bro.  Alldredge  to  the  full  ministry. 
He  had  served  the  church  faithfully  for 
fifty-nine  years.  In  1893  the  local  congre- 
gation was  organized  in  Anderson  and, 
largely  through  the  zeal  and  inspiration 
of  our  brother,  the  congregation  grew  from 
a  rented  storeroom  to  its  present  site  and 
location. 

He  served  for  many  years  as  trustee  of 
Manchester  College  and  the  Old  People's 
Home,  located  at  Middletown,  Ind.  He  also 
served  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  mis- 
sion board  of  the  Southern  District  of  In- 
diana. 

He  was  a  friend  to  young  and  old  alike, 
a  good  husband  and  father.  He  believed 
in  the  Word  of  God  and  not  only  preached 
it,  but  practiced  it  as  well. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lina  Showalter  of  Kokomo,  Ind.;  one 
son,  John  C.  of  Anderson,  Ind.;  six  grand- 
children; and  two  great-grandchildren. — 
Elden  M.   Petry,   Anderson,  Ind. 

Aldinger,  Absalom  B.,  died  at  his  home 
near  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
daughter,  one  grandchild  and  three  broth- 
ers. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Mil- 
ler funeral  home  in  Elizabethtown  by 
Norman  Patrick  and  Luke  Brandt.    Inter- 


ment was  in  the  Mt.  Tunnel  cemetery 
at  Elizabethtown. — Bertha  M.  Shissler, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Bovey,  John  B.,  was  born  near  Hagers- 
town, Md.,  July  8,  1866,  and  died  at  the 
Memorial  hospital  in  Abilene,  Kansas,  May 
25,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Hartman,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  nine  children.  He  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  daugh- 
ters, two  sons,  sixteen  grandchildren  and 
eleven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Dr.  David  Townley  of 
the  Rasher  funeral  home  in  Abilene,  Kan- 
sas. Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  ceme- 
tery south  of  Holland. — Mrs.  Albert  Eisele, 
Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Livengood,  Nellie,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Jennie  Grove,  was  born  near  Selby- 
port,  Md..  Nov.  12,  1879,  and  died  July  6. 
1950,  at  her  home  near  Fort  Hill,  Pa.  In 
1908  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Henry 
Livengood,  and  to  this  union  four  children 
were  born.  She  is  survived  by  one  daugh- 
ter, three  sons,  five  grandchildren  and  two 
brothers.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Maple  Glen  church  by  Bro. 
Ross  Speicher,  assisted  by  Bro.  Roy  Otto 
of  the  Springs  Mennonite  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  Maple  Glen  cemetery. — Olive  M. 
Peck,  Fort  Hill,  Pa. 

Nichols,  Catherine,  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  Puffenberger  and  widow  of 
Abram  Nichols,  was  born  near  Chapel 
Woods,  Md.,  and  died  at  the  Fahrney 
Memorial  home,  June  26,  1950,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  She  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
having  united  with  the  Manor  congrega- 
tion on  March  4,  1888.  She  is  survived  by 
one  daughter,  two  sons  and  six  grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Manor  church  by  her  pastors,  Brethren  J. 
Rowland  Reichard  of  the  Manor  church 
and  Harold  Green  of  the  Fahrney  Memo- 
rial home.  Interment  was  in  the  Manor 
cemetery. — Naomi  H.  Coffman,  Hagers- 
town, Md.  " 

Noll,  Phares  S.,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
Snyder  Nolt,  was  born  Aug.  4,  1877,  and 
died  June  1,  1950.  He  held  office  in  the 
4-H  baby  beef  club,  served  his  township 
as  school  director,  and  for  twenty-six  years 
he  was  bank  director.  He  was  treasurer  of 
the  Sunday  school  of  the  Midway  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  for  many 
years.  In  1902  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Brubaker,  who  preceded  him  in  death 
eleven  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  one 
sister  and  two  nieces.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Midway  church  by  the 
home  ministers.  Burial  was  in  the  Mid- 
way cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard  Risser, 
Quentin,  Pa. 

Raines,  C.  Elmer,  son  of  George  and  Ida 
Raines  and  husband  of  Ollie  Raines,  died 
at  the  Frederick  Memorial  hospital.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  two  brothers,  four  sisters  and  two 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Locust  Grove  church  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  Carl  F.  Smith,  assisted  by  Elder  Wil- 
liam E.  Baker.  Interment  was  in  the 
church  cemetery. — B.  R.  Purdum,  Mt. 
Airy,  Md. 

Smith,  John  Henry,  son  of  Jacob  H.  and 
Jamima  Smith,  was  born  April  21,  1884, 
and  died  May  27,  1950,  at  his  home  near 
Sugar  Grove,  W.  Va.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
son,  four  daughters,  eight  grandchildren, 
one  great-grandchild,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Crummett  Run  church  by  his  pastor, 
Laban  Strite.  Interment  was  in  the  church 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Kennie  Bodkin,  Sugar 
Grove,  W.  Va. 

Stevenson,  Wilbur  Harlan,  son  of  William 
H.  and  Catherine  Dayhoff  Stevenson,  was 
born  near  Ringgold,  Md.,  March  10,  1892, 
and  died  in  the  Waynesboro  hospital,  Pa., 
July  5.  1950.  In  1911  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  married 
to  Roberta  Quinn,  who  survives.  He  is 
also  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter  and 
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two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Grove  funeral  home  in  Waynesboro, 
Pa.,  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  George  L.  Det- 
weiler,  and  Rev.  George  H.  Bricker  of  the 
Trinity  Evangelical  and  Reformed  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  Green  Hill  ceme- 
tery.— Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Webb,  Susan  Catharine,  daughter  of 
Daniel  E.  and  Mary  Hardman  Clark,  was 
born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  March  15, 
1885,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1949.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  she  was  baptized  by  Elder 
B.  F.  Sharp  into  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. On  Aug.  30,  1930,  she  was  married  to 
Charles  A.  Webb,  who  passed  away  in 
1943.  She  is  survived  by  one  sister,  one 
brother  and  eleven  nieces  and  nephews. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  S.  S. 
Blough  in  the  Greenville  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Greenville  cemetery. — 
Walter  A.  Clark,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Winklebleck,  Catherine,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter  in  Fresno,  Calif.  Her  hus- 
band, Elder  Levi  Winklebleck,  preceded 
her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Modesto,  Calif.,  by  the  writer.  Inter- 
ment was  in  a  Modesto  cemetery. — F.  E. 
Miller,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Yake,  Emma  M.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Cathryn  Kline  Zeigler,  was  born  Aug. 
13,  1869,  in  Annville,  Pa.,  and  died  March 
30,  1950,  at  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital. 
She  was  survived  by  her  husband,  Fred 
Yake,  who  died  three  months  later,  one 
son,  one  daughter,  five  grandchildren,  one 
great-grandchild  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Annville  church, 
of  which  she  was  a  long-time  member. 
Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Annville  ceme- 
tery.— Viola  Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Yake,  Fred  W.,  son  of  Frederick  and 
Lydia  Whitmoyer  Yake,  was  born  Feb.  21, 
1862,  in  Annville,  Pa.,  and  died  June  30, 
1950,  in  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital.  He 
is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter,  five 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Ann- 
ville church,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
for  many  years.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt. 
Annville  cemetery. — Viola  Dissinger,  Leb- 
anon, Pa. 

Yingst,  Alfred  E.,  husband  of  Emma 
Yingst,  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  12,  1868,  and  died  June  21,  1950.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  fifty  years.  He  is  survived 
by  his   wife,   two  children,   six  grandchil- 
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dren  and  eight  great-grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Hoover 
funeral  home  in  Hershey,  Pa.,  by  Brethren 
Norman  Patrick  and  Thomas  Patrick,  Sr. 
Interment  was  in  the  Hanoverdale  ceme- 
tery.— -Anna  Mary  Patrick,  Hummelstown, 
Pa. 
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Kansas 

Newton. — Our  pastor,  Robert  W.  Tully, 
presented  his  resignation  as  pastor  and 
elder,  effective  May  25,  and  has  entered 
Indiana  University  at  Bloomington  for  fur- 
ther studies.  On  May  21  a  farewell  dinner 
was  held  for  them  by  the  congregation.  Six 
persons  have  been  baptized.  Previous  to 
this,  five  letters  of  membership  were  re- 
ceived. On  May  28  Dr.  M.  M.  Nickel  of 
Wichita  gave  an  interesting  talk  about  her 
trip  to  Europe  last  year.  She  displayed 
a  number  of  articles  which  she  brought 
home  from  the  countries  visited.  On  June 
4  Bro.  Raymond  L.  Flory  of  McPherson 
began  his  work  as  elder  and  part-time 
pastor. — Mrs.  Joe  Will,  Walton,  Kansas. 

Wichita,  First. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  received  thirteen  persons  by  baptism 
and  seven  by  letter  and  six  babies  have 
been  dedicated.  We  have  had  several 
guest  speakers  including  Brethren  J.  H. 
Elrod,  W.  H.  Yoder  and  Ralph  Hodgden. 
We  were  challenged  by  the  Garden  City 
church  to  a  Sunday-school  contest  on  a 
percentage  basis  which  covered  a  period 
of  three  weeks.  Our  response  was  enthusi- 
astic but  the  winner  was  Garden  City.  Our 
pastor  was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. On  June  11  the  young  people 
were  hosts  to  the  groups  from  Conway 
Springs  and  Hutchinson.  On  June  13  the 
missionary  society  spent  all  day  at  the 
old  folks'  home  at  Darlow,  Kansas,  and  a 
few  weeks  later  the  young  people  pre- 
sented a  Sunday  afternoon  program  at 
the  home.  Daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  June  19-30,  with  our  community 
worker,  Mrs.  Ethel  Miller,  directing.  At 
the  close  an  evening  program  was  pre- 
sented with  an  exhibit  of  the  work  done. 
During  July  the  men  of  the  church  con- 
ducted the  Sunday  service  at  the  city 
prison.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Nickel, 
relief  chairman,  another  load  of  relief  ma- 
terials was  sent  on  the  truck  the  latter 
part  of  June.    A  Boy  Scout  troop  is  in  the 


process  of  organization. — Salome  Terwille- 
gar,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Kentucky 
Constance.  —  We  had  a  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  with  Mrs.  Altha  Bow- 
man of  Trotwood,  Ohio,  giving  many 
beautiful  poems  on  Home,  and  Mrs.  Min- 
nie Bright,  returned  missionary  to  China 
giving  many  fine  illustrations  on  China 
homes  and  her  many  rich  experiences. 
She  helped  us  to  appreciate  the  work  of 
a  missionary.  Miss  Phoebe  Thiessen,  a 
young  girl  from  Germany,  gave  us  a 
picture  of  a  courageous  life  and  its  results. 
The  Richmond  Gospel  Singers  were  with 
us  on  May  21.  Bro.  Quinten  Evans,  pastor 
of  the  Cincinnati  church,  was  our  guest 
speaker  on  July  1.  —  Mrs.  Edna  Conley,  / 
Constance,   Ky. 

Maryland 

Flower  Hill. — A  carload  of  the  men  at- 
tended the  district  men's  rally.  Three  of 
our  women  attended  the  women's  confer- 
ence held  at  Beaver  Dam.  We  had  a 
baby  dedication  and  home-coming  day; 
Bro.  DeWitt  Miller  of  the  Washington 
City  church  was  the  guest  speaker.  We 
observed  children's  day  on  June  11.  Our 
pastor  has  been  holding  cottage  meetings 
in  Viers  Mill  Village,  which  is  about  seven 
miles  from  our  church.  Two  families  from 
the  village  have  started  attending  our 
church.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  June  11-30,  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Ivan  Rogers  as  the  directors.  Mrs.  Perry 
Wright,  who  attended  Annual  Conference 
as  a  delegate  from  the  University  Park 
church,  spoke  to  us  on  July  9.  Bro.  Ora 
DeLauter  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our 
church  on  July  16.  We  have  received  two 
persons  into  our  fellowship  by  letter  since 
our  last  writing. — Mrs.  Wallace  M.  Embrey, 
Derwood,    Md. 

Frostburg. — Several  youth  and  their  ad- 
viser attended  the  regional  youth  meeting 
held  at  Bridgewater  College.  The  youth 
were  also  represented  at  the  district  youth 
banquet  held  at  the  Danville  church.  The 
junior  CBYF  recently  completed  a  unit  of 
study  on  Japan.  Seven  women  from  the 
church  attended  the  fellowship  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Frostburg  council  of 
church  women.  The  women's  work  group 
meets  regularly  every  two  weeks  for 
business,  worship  and  fellowship.  They 
donated  $100  toward  the  church  building 
fund.  At  the  midweek  meeting  the  group 
has  been  studying  the  Book  of  Revelation 
under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor.  The 
pastor  also  spoke  at  the  county  W.C.T.U. 
meeting  held  at  the  Methodist  church. 
Eight  persons  from  our  church  attended 
the  district  Sunday-school  meeting  held 
at  the  Maple  Grove  church. — Mrs.  O.  F. 
Bowman,   Frostburg,   Md. 

Grossnickles.  —  Bro.  Fred  Spitzer  was 
elected  as  our  elder  for  another  year  and 
Bro.  Cyrus  Strite  as  associate  elder.  Basil 
Grossnickle  was  elected  as  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.  The  play,  John 
Kline,  was  presented  by  the  subdistrict 
of  the  Westminster  area  of  the  youth 
fellowship  of  the  Eastern  District.  We  were 
happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Ira 
Petre,  missionaries  to  Africa  now  on 
furlough,  with  us.  A  group  of  women  at- 
tended the  Middle  Maryland  District  wom- 
en's meeting  held  in  the  Hagerstown 
church,  and  several  persons  attended  the 
Middle  Maryland  Sunday-school  workers' 
meeting  held  in  the  Martinsburg  church. 
Bro.  Foster  Bittinger  of  Port  Republic,  Va„ 
held  our  revival  meeting.  Eight  members 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  served 
on  Standing  Committee  at  Annual  Con- 
ference. Several  other  members  also  at- 
tended the  Conference.  The  girls'  junior 
class  has  calendar  coin  cards  as  one  of 
their  projects  and  when  completed,  the 
funds  will  go  to  a  mission  hospital.  Jennie 
Bussard,  Mrs.  Samuel  Lindsay  and  Mrs. 
Nellie  Leatherman  attended  the  regional 
women's  workshop  at  Bridgewater  College 
July  4-7.  Several  of  our  youth  are  plan- 
ning to  go  to  Camp  Peniel.  We  shall  hold 
our  vacation  Bible  school  the  first  week 
in  August.  —  Eleanor  Grossnickle,  Myers- 
vine,  Md. 

Locust    Grove. — We    have    just    closed    a 


two  weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  with  an 
enrollment  of  sixty-seven  pupils  and  an 
average  attendance  of  fifty-six.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Carl  F.  Smith,  was  dean  of  the 
school,  which  closed  on  Sunday  night  with 
an  exhibition  of  the  work  done  by  the 
pupils  during  the  two  weeks.  The  CBYF 
of  our  church  presented  the  church  with 
new  offering  plates.  Our  ladies'  aid  met 
at  the  church  on  July  12  and  spent  the  day 
quilting  and  sewing.  Our  Messenger  club 
is  growing.  Our  Sunday  school  sent  Dor- 
othy Warfield  as  a  delegate  to  the  chil- 
dren's workshop,  which  was  held  at 
Bridgewater.  Our  evangelistic  meetings 
will  be  held  Aug.  27— Sept.  10,  with  Bro. 
Clyde  Weaver  as  the  evangelist.  —  Bessie 
R.   Purdum,   Mt.   Airy,   Md. 

Meadow  Branch.  —  The  Meadow  Branch 
community  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on 
June  19-30.  This  school  serves  the  needs  of 
all  of  the  denominations  in  the  community. 
Twelve  teachers  and  ten  helpers  from  the 
various  churches  gave  full-  or  part-time 
service.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  227 
and  an  average  attendance  of  192.  The 
sessions  included  worship,  Bible  study, 
music,  memory  work,  mission  projects, 
dramatics,  handwork  and  crafts.  The  daily 
offering  amounted  to  $103.33,  which  was 
divided  equally  between  Brethren  Service 
and   the   children's    work   of   the   Dundalk 


church.  The  closing  program  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  June  30,  when  each 
class  demonstrated  what  they  had  learned 
and  an  exhibit  of  mission  projects,  Bible 
study  exercises  and  craft  work  were  on 
display. — Lavinia  Wenger  and  Ruth  Rine- 
hart,    Westminster,    Md. 

Pipe  Creek. — -Reports  from  Annual  Con- 
ference have  been  given  by  our  delegates 
Brethren  B.  O.  Bowman  and  Ira  Albaugh. 
Others  to  attend  were  Betty  Young,  our 
delegate  to  the  music  conference,  Bro. 
Philip  Weller,  Sisters  Irene  Elliott,  Eliza- 
beth Roop,  Genevieve  Erb  and  her  son. 
Our  community  vacation  Bible  school  is 
now  in  session  in  the  New  Windsor  high 
school  with  230  children  enrolled.  The 
CBYF  entertained  the  joint  round  table  of 
Middle  and  Eastern  Maryland  recently. 
Six  and  a  half  acres  of  corn  are  being 
raised  by  the  boys  as  a  Lord's  acre  project. 
Thirty  volunteers  from  New  Windsor  en- 
joyed a  watermelon  social  at  the  parsonage 
as  guests  of  the  CBYF.  Bro.  Alvin  Bright- 
bill  will  be  in  our  congregation  Aug.  13-17 
for  a  music  institute.  Since  our  last  report, 
ten  persons  have  been  baptized  and  five 
received  by  letter.  A  German  student  will 
arrive  in  the  congregation  in  the  near 
future.  Dr.  E.  C.  Bixler,  who  is  recovering 
from  an  eye  operation,  is  now  able  to 
get  to  church.  Bro.  Daniel  Engler  attends 
church    again.     Bro.    John    H.    Roop    cele- 
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brated  his  ninety-third  birthday  in  June. — 
Louise  K.  Knight,  Linwood,  Md. 

Weslernporl. — As  a  result  of  our  revival, 
which  was  held  by  Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole, 
twenty-three  persons  were  baptized  and 
one  was  received  by  letter.  Bro.  Ebersole 
and  our  pastor  visited  every  home  in  the 
congregation.  Several  of  our  young  peo- 
ple attended  the  district  youth  banquet 
at  the  Danville  mission.  Don  Snider  was 
the  guest  speaker.  Nine  young  people 
from  our  church  graduated  from  high 
school.  Our  pastor  delivered  the  bacca- 
laureate sermon  on  June  4.  One  of  the 
graduates,  Deloris  Hartman,  went  in  train- 
ing at  New  Windsor  for  volunteer  service 
for  one  year.  Our  pastor  was  on  the 
Standing  Committee  representing  Western 
Maryland  at  Annual  Conference.  On  June 
25  a  consecration  service  for  six  children 
and  their  parents  was  held.  The  women's 
work  and  Sunday-school  classes  have  been 
busy  making  money  in  various  ways  to 
get  our  new  church  started.  Bro.  Warren 
Bowman,  president  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege, held  a  week-end  institute  in  our 
church  on  July  1  and  2.  We  had  a 
successful  daily  vacation  Bible  school  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Sunday-school 
superintendent  and  her  co-workers.  All 
the  proceeds  from  the  school  were  sent 
to  the  Bernie  Hollingshead  memorial  fund. 
— Mrs.  Thelma  Dettra,  Westernport,  Md. 

Michigan 

Battle  Creek. — Since  our  last  report,  two 
persons  have  been  baptized.  Many  per- 
sons from  our  church  heard  Dr.  Henry 
Hitt  Crane  of  Detroit  speak  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Battle  Creek  Council  of 
Churches,  which  was  held  on  June  5. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June 
19-30,  with  Bro.  Townsend  as  the  director. 
The  school  closed  with  exercises  and  a 
display  of  handwork  which  the  children 
had  made.  Our  pastor  conducted  the 
morning  devotions  over  station  WELL  for 
a  week.  About  sixty  persons  from  our 
church  attended  Annual  Conference.  Our 
regular  council  meeting  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  July  8  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected.  Our  women's  work 
group  has  made  two  comforters  for  the 
Michigan  camp.  Otto  Schreyer  of  Zennern, 
Germany,  arrived  in  Battle  Creek  on  July 
12.  He  will  live  with  our  pastor  and  his 
family  and  will  attend  Central  High  School 
for  one  year.  Our  pastor  went  to  Jehnsen 
Lake  camp  on  July  16  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ers. —  Florence  M.  Snow,  Battle  Creek, 
Mich. 

Flint. — Verl  and  Ruby  Garrison  showed 
slides  of  a  trip  which  they  had  taken  to 
the  Philippines  and  Cuba.  Grace  Voorhis 
directed  our  two  weeks'  vacation  church 
school,  beginning  June  19.  Fifty-six  per- 
sons were  enrolled.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  Annual  Conference  on 
Sunday  and  a  few  of  them  attended  the 
entire  meeting.  Our  CBYF  attended  two 
conferences,  one  at  Pontiac  and  one  at 
Detroit.  At  our  council  meeting  on  June 
25  we  voted  to  take  a  special  offering  for 
the  heifer  project  at  our  fall  harvest  meet- 
ing. Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  in 
August  are  Hugh  Warstler  and  Wilber 
Shepherd.  Used  fat  and  used  clothing  for 
overseas  relief  continue  to  come  in  from 
other  churches  of  the  city. — Mrs.  James 
Frederick,  Flint,  Mich. 

Lakeview. — Mrs.  H.  H.  Helman  was  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Our  two 
weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  closed  on 
June  29.  The  Christian  flag  and  the  Amer- 
ican flag  were  presented  to  the  church 
by  a  family  in  our  community  and  workers 
in  the  church.  A  very  appropriate  dedica- 
tion service  was  held  by  our  pastor  on 
the  Sunday  the  gift  was  made.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  May  19.  —  Fern 
Hillsamer,   Brethren,    Mich. 

Marilla. — Our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference was  Mrs.  Bernice  Barkdoll.  Sev- 
eral of  our  members  attended  part  of  the 
Conference,  some  for  the  first  time.  Our 
ladies'  aid  is  making  a  special  drive  for 
used  clothing,  used  fat,  soap  and  used 
eye   glasses.    The   aid   painted   the   church 
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basement  this  spring.  We  are  now  helping 
to  plan  for  our  district  meeting,  which 
will  be  held  at  Camp  Manikiwa.  Our 
delegates  are  Vernon  Howes  and  James 
Russell.  Our  sales  director,  Carl  Howes, 
is  busy  getting  things  lined  up  for  our 
annual  church  sale,  which  is  held  each 
fall  with  the  proceeds  going  in  the  church 
treasury.  Since  our  last  report,  two  letters 
have  been  granted. — Mrs.  Roy  McRoberts, 
Copemish,  Mich. 

New  Haven. — On  the  evening  of  May  30 
Bro.  Linford  Rotenberger  of  York,  Pa., 
began  a  revival  at  the  New  Haven  church, 
closing  on  June  11.  With  him  was  Bro. 
Burton  Dimmig,  who  conducted  the  song 
service  and  special  music.  Their  wives  also 
assisted  with  several  musical  numbers. 
Twelve  persons  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism  and  one  was  reconsecrated. 
Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is  in- 
creasing. The  ladies'  aid  society  made 
and  sent  several  children's  quilts  for 
relief.  They  also  donated  a  comforter  to 
a  family  who  lost  their  home  by  fire. 
The  men  put  in  ten  acres  of  beans  and 
ten  acres  of  wheat  on  the  share  crop  basis. 
Many  of  our  members  attended  Annual 
Conference.  Several  of  our  young  people 
are  attending,  or  are  planning  to  attend, 
Camp  Mack  or  Camp  Jehsen.  The  New 
Haven  and  the  Crystal  congregations  joint- 
ly have  invited  Bro.  Lloyd  Evans  of 
Lansing  to  be  their  pastor  beginning  Sept. 
1.  No  definite  decision  has  been  reached 
as  yet.— Purl  Bosserman,  Middleton,  Mich. 

Onekama. — Our  church  met  in  council  on 
June  26,  with  our  pastor,  Martin  Krieger, 
in  charge.  Installation  services  were  held 
at  this  time  for  a  deacon's  wife.  Bro. 
Krieger  held  our  evangelistic  services. 
Three  persons  were  baptized  and  one  has 
been  received  on  former  baptism.  A  two 
weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held.  Several  of  our  members  were  privi- 
leged to  attend  Annual  Conference.  Bro. 
Krieger  and  Deacon  John  Joseph  have 
spent  considerable  time  helping  to  build 
the  new  church  camp  at  Jehnsen  Lake 
near  Rodney.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  sever- 
al of  the  men  from  the  church  went  over 
to  lend  a  hand.  A  father  and  son  banquet 
was  held  in  May.  Sunday-school  and 
church  attendance  are  good.  —  Mrs.  Ralph 
Lantz,  Bear  Lake,  Mich. 

Missouri 

Osceola. — Since  our  last  report.the  elec- 
tric lights  have  been  installed.  Bro.  L.  A. 
Walker  showed  the  picture,  Like  a  Mighty 
Army,  on  July  26.  On  July  30  an  adult 
rally  was  held  at  the  Osceola  church. 
The  offering  amounted  to  more  than  forty 
dollars  for  the  rally.  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins 
of  Cabool,  Mo.,  will  hold  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  the  latter  part  of  August.  Some 
of  our  young  people  are  going  to  camp. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  quilting.  They  held  an 
all-day  meeting  on  July  27.  We  have  one 
applicant  for  baptism. — Mrs.  Ella  Stong, 
Osceola,  Mo. 

Peace  Valley. — Our  correspondent,  who  is 
sick,  and  another  member  were  recently 
anointed.  Both  are  improving.  Bro.  Petry 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  held  a  one-week  meeting 
and  as  a  result,  one  person  was  baptized 
and  several  were  reconsecrated.  Following 
the  meeting,  Bro.  Petry  spent  some  time 
with  Alva  C.  Fike  and  his  family  and 
preached  several  sermons  for  us.  Bro. 
William  P.  Bosserman,  who  had  gone 
blind,  preached  once  a  month,  reading  his 
Scripture  by  memory.  Recently  he  under- 
went an  operation  and  now  he  can  see 
again.  The  writer  was  a  representative 
of  the  Peace  Valley  church  at  Annual 
Conference.  On  my  way  home  I  stopped 
at  Bethany  Hospital  for  an  operation.    Our 
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council  was  held  July  23.  Alva  C.  Fike 
and  Fred  Bastin  or  his  wife  will  be  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  We  de- 
cided to  have  a  meeting  this  fall  with  Bro. 
William  C.  Crumley  of  Tennessee  as  the 
evangelist.— Phineas  L.  Fike,  West  Plains, 
Mo. 

Plallsburg. — Our  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  on  July  9.  Church  officers  were 
elected  for  a  year.  Bro.  Lyle  C.  Albright 
was  chosen  elder.  Mrs.  Pauline  Cockran 
and  Mrs.  Claude  Orr  were  chosen  as  our 
delegates  to  district  meeting.  Since  our 
last  report,  we  have  united  with  other 
churches  in  special  services.  Three  persons 
have  been  added  to  our  church,  one  by 
letter  and  two  by  baptism.  The  ladies' 
circle  tea  was  held  at  the  church  and 
Mrs.  Rex  Cook  gave  a  book  review  of 
The  House  of  Exile.  The  Plattsburg  church 
will  entertain  the  district  rally  of  Northern 
Missouri  on  July  20.  Seven  of  our  group 
attended  the  junior-intermediate  camp 
held  in  Shelby  County  in  June.  We  were 
happy  to  have  Mrs.  Clara  K'an  and  her 
son,  Kelly,  with  us  and  enjoyed  the  mes- 
sage she  gave. — Mrs.  Ollie  Ullery,  Platts- 
burg, Mo. 

Nebraska 
Bethel. — As  the  resignation  of  Bro. 
Foster  Myers  became  effective  on  June  1 
and  Bro.  Lewis  Naylor  does  not  come  to 
us  until  Sept.  1,  we  are  without  a  regular 
pastor  during  the  summer.  However,  our 
pulpit  has  been  filled  on  various  Sundays 
by  Bro.  Leonard  Lowe  of  Topeka,  Kansas; 
Bro.  Merlin  Frantz,  of  Lincoln,  state  CROP 
director;  Mrs.  Warren  Sisler,  of  Octavia, 
state  children's  work  director;  and  Dwight 
Horner,  who  has  spent  the  past  five  years 
in  Germany.  On  May  28  we  had  an  all- 
church  social  as  a  farewell  to  Bro.  Myers. 
On  June  4  we  had  an  all-day  meeting  to 
celebrate  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  church.  The  address  of  the  morning 
was  delivered  by  Bro.  Galen  Saylor,  pro- 
fessor of  secondary  education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nebraska  and  a  former  Bethel 
boy.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  short 
program  of  greetings  and  reminiscences. 
Interspersed  throughout  the  entire  day 
were  various  musical  numbers,  including 
a  ladies'  quartet.  The  evening  program 
was  a  play  called  Then  and  Now,  written 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Dowdy.  With  the  aid  of  some 
actual  photographs  projected  onto  the 
screen,  the  story  of  the  organization  and 
growth  of  the  church  was  told.  During 
the  summer  the  various  organizations  are 
co-operating  to  repair  and  redecorate  the 
parsonage  so  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
by  Sept.  1.  Several  times  groups  of  work- 
men have  gone  to  Kearney  to  assist  with 
the  work  at  our  new  camp  site  there. 
Enough  has  been  done  that  the  camp  can 
be  used  for  the  family  and  youth  camps 
this  year.  We  have  another  German  boy 
in  our  community,  who  will  spend  a  year 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Nedrow.  Martin  Endrejat,  who  was  living 
with  the  Merlin  Frantzes  is  spending  the 
summer  at  the  farm  home  of  Harold 
Grone. — Mrs.  D.  D.  Griffith,  Carleton,  Nebr. 

New  Mexico 

Clovis. — Our  Bible  reading  and  attend- 
ance contest  with  the  church  at  Miami 
ended  June  1.  Our  church  was  the  winner 
of  the  contest.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  one  week  after  the  close 
of  school.  The  project  for  Bible  school  was 
to  raise  money  to  buy  Bibles  to  send  to 
Japan.  One  of  the  work  camps  sponsored 
by  the  Western  Region  is  being  held  at 
Clovis  this  year.  The  campers  are  here 
for  the  month  of  July  and  have  a  recrea- 
tion and  craft  program  for  the  Negro 
children  at  the  Negro  school.  Some  of 
the  women  and  young  people  from  the 
local  church  and  from  other  churches  in 
town  have  been  helping  with  the  craft 
program  by  donating  both  time  and  ma- 
terials to  the  project.  We  have  several 
teams  organized  who  are  participating  in 
the  city-wide  church  softball  league  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  ministerial  alliance. 
The  women's  work  group  has  sent  about 
100  pounds  of  relief  clothing  to  New  Wind- 
sor since  the  first  of  June  and  has  knotted 
four  quilts  for  relief.  They  have  also  given 
gifts  to  four  couples  in  the  church  who 


have  recently  been  married.  On  July  9 
we  had  a  report  of  Annual  Conference  by 
one  of  the  members  who  attended.  On 
July  13  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  spoke.  On 
July  16  we  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  twen- 
ty Brethren  people  who  visited  us  from 
Tulia,  Texas.  Elder  H.  M.  Coppock  of 
Miami  preached.  In  the  afternoon  a  bap- 
tismal service  was  held  for  a  boy  from 
Texas  and  one  of  our  local  boys.  On  July 
17  our  elder,  Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock,  con- 
ducted our  regular  quarterly  council.  Of- 
ficers for  the  coming  year  were  elected. 
On  the  evening  of  July  23  Bob  Neher,  di- 
rector of  the  work  camp,  showed  pictures 
of  his  experiences  last  summer  when  he 
attended  a  work  camp  in  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many. Our  pastor,  Lawrence  Lehman,  is 
to  be  the  director  of  the  district  interme- 
diate camp  at  Spring  Lake,  Okla.  Several 
of  our  intermediates  plan  to  attend  this 
camp.  The  district  meeting  will  be  held 
here  Aug.  17-20.  We  are  happy  to  welcome 
visitors  into  our  church  at  any  time. — Mary 
Lou  Bowman,  Clovis,  N.  Mex. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  460.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  couple  to 
make  their  home  with  a  woman  aged  63 
years.  Man  to  do  outside  work  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  Woman  to  be  com- 
panion and  help  with  the  housework.  One 
mile  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Ella  S.  Wertz,  809  E.  Main  St.,  Waynes- 
boro,  Pa. 

No.  461.  Wanted:  Married  man  to  work 
on  large  dairy  and  general  farm.  Close 
to  Brethren  church,  school  and  city.  Best 
of  working  conditions,  modern  tenant 
house.  Write:  Roy  S.  Miller,  R.  1,  Water- 
loo, Iowa. 

No.  462.  Wanted:  Orders  for  prayer  cov- 
erings any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

No.  464.  Wanted :  Man,  single  or  mar- 
ried, to  run  large  stock,  grain  and  hay 
farm,  partly  stocked  and  equipped.  Also 
good  for  potatoes  or  beans.  Responsible 
renter  may  suit  himself  as  to  farm  man- 
agement and  practice.  Owner  has  other  in- 
terests. Possession  at  once.  Inspect  soon 
to  see  farm  productivity.  Write:  P.  O. 
Box  50,  Gowen,  Mich. 

No.  465.  For  sale:  120  acres  excellent 
black  ground,  good  buildings;  located  in 
Orange  Township,  near  South  Waterloo 
church,  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Write:  W.  O. 
Tannreuther,  R.  1,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

No.  466.  For  sale  or  lease:  New  modern 
super  market,  located  just  outside  city 
limits  of  southern  Missouri  town  of  4,000 
population.  Annual  sales  $100,000  plus. 
Business  established  over  25  years.  Stucco 
white  store  building  consisting  of  main 
market  and  equipment,  stock  room,  office 
and  equipment,  service  station  room  and 
supplies,  three-car  garage,  one  1946  Chev- 
rolet panel  delivery  truck  in  good  con- 
dition. Building  and  equipment  practically 
new.  Prefer  Brethren  family,  located  one- 
half  mile  from  church.  Write:  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 

No.  467.  Single  Brethren  man  desires 
part-time  farm  or  associated  work  in  or 
near  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  Inter- 
ested in  mutual  consideration  of  full-time 
work.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


Ohio 

Canton,  First. — We  have  devoted  some 
time  on  Sunday  evenings  to  hymn  singing. 
Our  pastor  spoke  over  radio  station 
WCMW  each  Thursday  for  a  month.  Our 
pastor  and  his  wife  held  open  house  for 
all  friends  and  members  of  First  church. 
The  women's  work  has  been  making  band- 
ages for  Hazel  Messer  and  her  hospital 
work  in  India.  On  June  4  our  home  talent 
presented  the  play,  The  Unlighted  Cross. 
Several  families  attended  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Our  pastor  was  elected  as  our  dele- 
gate. During  his  absence  our  children's 
day  program  was  presented.  The  following 
Sunday  Rev.  Hilko  Swyter  from  our  city 
filled  the  pulpit.  Our  Conference  Offering 
amounted  to  $202.  Since  our  last  report  we 
received  one  member  by  letter.  We  had 
a  successful  vacation  Bible  school. — Mrs. 
Ira  Eshelman,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Canlon,  Maple  Avenue. — Seven  persons 
have  been  baptized.  Our  primary  depart- 
ment sent  twenty  dollars  to  Conference  for 
the  Conference  Offering.  They  gave  $100 
toward  the  folding  curtains  for  classrooms. 
On  June  1  members  gave  the  basement  a 
house  cleaning.  On  June  9  Virgil  Finnell 
of  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  spoke  to  us  on  na- 
tional prohibition.  We  had  two  weeks  of 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  with  a  good 
attendance.  The  school  closed  with  a  pro- 
gram on  the  evening  of  June  23.  On  June 
25  the  undersigned,  our  church  delegate, 
gave  her  report  on  Annual  Conference. 
On  July  2  Gladys  Doerschuk,  a  delegate  for 
the  youth  of  the  church,  gave  her  report 
of  the  music  and  youth  conferences.  On 
July  10  we  held  our  regular  business  meet- 
ing and  elected  our  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  for  the  coming  year.  We 
also  elected  Brother  and  Sister  Clyde 
Blanchard  to  the  office  of  deacon.  We 
added  enough  folding  doors  to  make  three 
more  classrooms,  which  were  badly 
needed. — Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

East  Nimishillen.— The  CBYF  rally  was 
held  at  the  Zion  Hill  church  near  Columbi- 
ana. A  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was 
sponsored  by  the  junior  aid.    The  Confer- 


ence Offering  amounted  to  $142.  Recently 
slides  of  the  story  of  The  Prodigal  Son 
were  shown.  Brother  and  Sister  Hess 
were  our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference. 
On  June  18  the  children  presented  a  pro- 
gram in  observance  of  children's  day. 
Many  persons  responded  to  the  baby 
shower  for  relief  sponsored  by  the  junior 
aid.  Bro.  J.  D.  Zigler  was  elected  as 
church  elder.  On  July  30  Bro.  Andrew 
Cordier  spoke  on  conditions  in  Korea. 
Bro.  Hess  taught  a  course  on  the  Book  of 
Acts  at  Camp  Zion,  where  the  youth  con- 
ference was  held.  The  junior  aid  has  been 
wrapping  bandages  for  foreign  mission 
hospitals. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh,  Hart- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Pleasant  Hill. — Bro.  T.  Wayne  Rieman 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  for  our 
recently  improved  Sunday-school  annex, 
which  we  are  now  enjoying.  Some  of  our 
men  helped  build  the  parsonage  at  Turkey 
Creek,  Ky.  Mrs.  Bessie  Plunkett  has  been 
taking  recorded  church  services  to  our 
shut-ins.  Barbara  Mote  went  to  New 
Windsor  for  special  training  and  has  been 
assigned  to  a  Brethren  Service  unit  in 
Texas.  Since  our  last  report,  twenty-three 
persons  have  been  baptized  and  three  re- 
ceived by  letter.  A  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  co-operation  with  the 
Progressive  Brethren  church.  The  adult 
teachers,  with  the  pastor  as  leader,  discuss 
the  Sunday-school  lessons  the  last  Wed- 
nesday evening  of  each  month  for  the  fol- 
lowing month.  We  have  a  DP  family  of 
five  members.  We  also  have  two  high 
school  German  students.  The  youth  choir 
sings  at  two  worship  services  a  month. 
Several  of  our  young  people  are  attending 
Manchester  College.  Mrs.  John  D.  Long  of 
Dayton  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  moth- 
er and  daughter  meeting.  Our  delegates  to 
the  district  conference  at  West  Milton 
were  O.  L.  Hoover,  Beecher  Beery  and 
Maude  Arnett.  Our  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference  were  Clair  Berkebile  and  Doris 
Trost.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Dean  Frantz,  was 
a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee  from 
Southern  Ohio.  Bro.  Perry  Huffaker,  pas- 
tor of  the  West  Milton  church  and  our 
elder,    is    the    guest    speaker    while    our 


pastor   and   his   family   are   on   vacation. — 
Bertha  Pierce,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

Sugar  Creek. — The  work  has  been  pro- 
gressing nicely  during  the  past  year. 
Much  of  the  progress  can  be  credited  to 
the  faithful  services  of  Bro.  Samuel  Kel- 
ler, who  came  to  us  one  year  ago.  We 
built  a  parsonage  and  we  are  busily  en- 
gaged in  remodeling  the  church.  The  la- 
dies of  the  church  have  been  very  busy 
also  with  different  projects  which  they 
have  recently  undertaken.  Three  persons 
were  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter. 
We  recently  completed  two  weeks  of  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  eighty-two  children.  On  the 
closing  evening  our  children  presented  a 
program.  Our  home-coming  will  be  held 
Sept.  17,  with  Bro.  H.  Hendricks  of  Adrian, 
Mich.,  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our  revival 
meeting  will  be  held  the  first  part  of  De- 
cember, with  Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  as  the 
evangelist. — C.   I.   Alger,   Lima,    Ohio. 

Oregon 

Mediord. — Our  Sunday-school  attendance 
has  kept  up  well  during  the  summer.  Sev- 
eral of  our  number  attended  our  summer 
camp.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will  be- 
gin Aug.  7  and  continue  for  two  weeks. 
Dick  Speicher  of  Bethany  will  assist  us  at 
this  time.  The  film,  Shepherd  of  India,  was 
shown  recently.  Charlene  Paull  was  one  of 
the  district  delegates  to  the  national  youth 
council  in  Chicago  in  June.  She  brought 
back  a  good  report.  Our  women's  work 
group  recently  sent  several  bags  of  relief 
clothing.  They  also  donated  bedding  to 
Camp  Myrtlewood.  Our  men's  group  is 
making  definite  plans  for  improvements 
on  our  church  building.  Our  church  plans 
to  care  for  the  regional  conference  in  Feb- 
ruary. The  Kohrmann  quartet  of  La  Verne 
College  was  with  us  recently.  Family 
night  was  held  on  July  20,  with  an  ice- 
cream social  sponsored  by  the  women's 
work  group.  Geraldine  Lininger  is  spend- 
ing the  summer  in  Europe  and  Gerald 
Pence,  formerly  of  Medford,  and  his  wife 
are  in  Germany  for  two  years  of  volun- 
teer service. — Marie  Pence,  Medford, 
Oregon. 
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A  large  white  bank  for  special  offerings,  build- 
ing funds,  birthday  offerings,  etc.  Size  4%  x  6rA 
x  9%  inches.  Will  hold  a  large  sum  of  money.  Slot 
in  roof  will  admit  bills  as  well  as  coins. 

Clear  plastic  door  covering  permits  view  of 
offerings  as  they  accumulate;  encourages  more 
participation.  Steeple  is  removable  so  that  money 
may  be  taken  out  without  destroying  bank.  Floor 
is  solid. 

The  design  is  perfect;  is  "churchy"  and  inspir- 
ing. Simulated  stained  glass  windows.  Molded 
plastic  bell  hangs  from  belfry.  Hand  assembled 
from  nine  different  molded  parts.  Inexpensive 
considering  its  value  and  purposefulness. 

Each  bank  wrapped  in  sparkling  cellophane 
and  packed  in  strong  corrugated  box. 
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tic  meeting  in  the  Diamondville  church. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  May 
29 — June  9.  We  closed  with  a  commence- 
ment on  the  evening  of  June  11.  The 
school  was  self-supporting  and  with  the 
money  which  was  left  over  the  children 
are  going  to  purchase  a  picture  for  the 
front  of  the  church.  We  are  enlarging  our 
church  as  we  do  not  have  enough  room. 
— Mrs.  Dollie  Richter,  Conemaugh,  Pa. 
Washington 
Outlook. — On  June  25  Brother  and  Sister 
A.  R.  Fike  of  Boise,  Idaho,  presented  the 
temperance  film,  Yesterday,  Today  and 
Forever.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  Blickenstaff, 
returned  missionaries  to  India,  were  with 
us  for  two  meetings  on  July  11  and  12.  A 
daily  vacation  Bible  school,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mrs.  Arthur  Garwood,  was  held 
July  10-21  with  a  splendid  attendance.    As 

Name an  immediate  result  of  the  school,   about 

twenty  persons  accepted  Christ.  There 
were  eight  baptized  in  the  Outlook 
church.      Some     were     going     into     other 

P-  O Zone  State  churches    and    some    were    not    ready    for 

baptism.     We    are    expecting   Brother    and 
Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       Sister    I.    D.    Leatherman    to    be    with    us 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address.  from   July   25 — Aug.    6   in   an   evangelistic 

meeting. — Mrs.      Anna      Myers,      Outlook, 

Wash. 

Richland  Valley. — Five  persons  have 
been  baptized  since  our  last  report.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Clarence  Heckman  met  with 
us  one  evening.  Sister  Heckman  also  met 
with  our  women's  group  and  gave  us  an 
inspirational  talk  about  the  work  in  Af- 
rica. Brother  and  Sister  Lynn  Blickenstaff 
were  with  us  June  13  and  14,  telling  us  of 
the  work  in  India.  Olive  Jones,  one  of  our 
young  people  who  serves  on  the  district 
cabinet,  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives to  the  youth  council  in  Chicago 
in  June.  On  June  30  our  church  was  the 
scene  of  a  beautiful  wedding  when  two  of 
our  young  people  were  united  in  mar- 
-Mrs.  Martha  Newton,   Riffe,   Wash. 


Pennsylvania 

Annville. — We  held  a  vacation  Bible 
school  in  our  church  under  the  direction 
of  Sister  Esther  Bucher.  A  children's  day 
program  was  presented  on  June  11  with 
Bro.  Robert  Young  as  the  speaker.  The 
chapel  male  quartet  from  Elizabethtown 
presented  a  music  program  for  us.  The 
men's  work  sponsored  the  Harmony  in  S 
male  quartet.  On  July  2  the  Loyalty 
chorus  of  West  Green  Tree  presented  a 
program  in  our  church.  On  July  9  we  held 
a  vesper  service  on  the  lawn  at  South 
Annville  with  Bro.  Henry  King  as  the 
speaker.  On  July  16  the  play,  A  Portrayal 
of  the  Life  of  Christopher  Sower,  was  pre- 
sented in  our  church  by  a  group  from  the 
Myerstown  church.  Evangelistic  services 
were  held  at  the  South  Annville  church 
July  23— Aug.  6,  with  Bro.  Ollie  C.  Heven- 
er  of  White  Oak  as  the  evangelist. — Viola 
Dissinger,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Big  Swatara. — The  Elizabethtown  male 
chorus  presented  a  program.  The  district 
youth  fellowship  was  held  at  our  church 
with  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. The  pageant,  Our  Heritage  of  Faith, 
was  presented.  Brethren  Carl  Zeigler  from 
Lebanon,  Herbert  Wolgemuth  from  Chi- 
ques  and  Cyrus  Krall  from  Newville  were 
with  us  for  our  love  feast.  Bro.  Levi 
Ziegler  of  Lemoyne  was  our  evangelist 
during  a  series  of  revival  meetings  in  the 
Paxton  house  May  28 — June  4.  Since  our 
last  report  we  have  received  four  certifi- 
cates of  membership  and  two  persons  have 
been  baptized.  Brethren  Harold  Fahnes- 
tock  and  Hiram  J.  Frysinger  brought  us 
interesting  reports  on  Annual  Conference. 
There  were  approximately  twelve  mem- 
bers from  our  congregation  who  attended 
the  Conference.  We  also  had  the  privilege 
of  having  Bro.  Bhagat,  an  Indian  Chris- 
tian, bring  us  a  message  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing. We  plan  to  have  a  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  the  last  week  of  July  and  the 
first  week  of  August. — Anna  Mary  Patrick, 
Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Claysburg. — Our  women's  work  group 
has  been  making  quilts.  The  men  also 
have  their  monthly  meetings  and  lately 
gave  an  offering  of  forty  dollars  for  Bibles 
for  Japan.  Our  men's  group  planted 
shrubbery  around  the  church,  which  adds 
much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  grounds. 
A  week  of  precommunion  services  was 
planned  by  the  pastor  with  Bro.  Stanley 
Earhart  as  the  guest  speaker  for  three  of 
the  evenings.  Four  persons  were  added  to 
the  church  by  confession  and  baptism.  Our 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference  were  our 
pastor  and  H.  D.  Miller,  who  were  accom- 
panied by  their  wives.  Brother  and  Sister 
Ira  Arnold  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  were  with 
us  on  the  evening  of  July  16  in  a  worship 


in  art  program.  Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland  of 
Greencastle  will  be  our  evangelist  in  a 
meeting  Sept.  25.— Oct.  8.— H.  D.  Miller, 
Claysburg,  Pa. 

Conemaugh. — We  will  celebrate  our  fif- 
tieth anniversary  on  Sept.  15,  with  Bro. 
Tobias  F.  Henry  as  the  speaker.  Bro.  Em- 
mert  Frederick  will  begin  a  two  weeks' 
revival  in  our  church  on  Aug.  21.  Sister 
Clara  Harper,  returned  missionary  to  Af- 
rica, was  with  us  on  the  evening  of  Aug. 
6.  On  the  same  evening  the  men's  chorus 
presented  several  selections  in  music.  Our 
pastor  just  closed  a  two  weeks'  evangelis- 
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about  the  many  seeming  paradoxes  of  the  Christian  life? 
If  so,  you  will  welcome  the  help  this  new  book  affords. 

The  Lion  and  the  Lamb 

by  Gerald  Kennedy 

Dr.  Kennedy  considers  such  familiar  paradoxes  as  these: 

Seeing  the  worst  and  the  best 
Judging  and  forgiving 
Sin  and  grace 
Foolishness  and  wisdom 
Sorrow  and  joy 
Humility  and  assurance 
Weakness  and  strength 
Necessity  and  freedom 
Despair  and  hope 

This  book  is  written  for  the  common  reader  rather  than  for 

the  skilled  theologian.    It  is  enlightening,  stimulating  and 

comforting. 

Price,  $2.50 
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BRIDGES 


JN  THE  days  before  bridges  a  mountain  stream  could  become  a  barrier  and  a  rapid 
river  could  separate  neighbors.  But  good  neighbors  have  built  bridges— some  with 
rustic  beauty,  some  with  sturdy  concrete,  some  with  cables  of  steel— in  order  to  break 
down   barriers  and  to   leap   over  dividing   lines. 

Every  Christian  is  called  to  be  a  good  neighbor,  a  builder  of  bridges.  His 
is  a  ministry  of  reconciliation,  bringing  men  to  God  and  bridging  the  gaps  between 
men.  There  is  great  beauty  in  the  bridges  that  span  prejudice  and  fear,  that  join 
distant   hands   and   hearts   through    mutual    understanding. 

Some  of  our  bridges  are  being  destroyed  by  bombs.  Others,  not  so  easily 
photographed,  are  cracking  because  of  suspicion  and  falsehood.  What  are  the  Chris- 
tian builders  doing  now  to  keep  the  lines  of  communication  open  between  men  and 
God,   to   provide   bridges   of    understanding    between   the   nations   of  the   world? 
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Degrees  in  religion  —  both  bach- 
elor and  doctorate — will  be  offered 
by  the  University  of  Houston  next 
year. 

Bishop  J.  Watson  Pickett  of  Delhi, 
India,  reports  that  the  educated  are 
turning  to  Christ  in  constantly  in- 
creasing numbers.  They  are  appre- 
ciating the  changes  wrought  in  the 
character  of  Christian  untouchables. 

The  Seventh-Day  Advenlists  re- 
port a  24.3  per  cent  gain  in  mem- 
bership in  the  last  four  years.  The 
gain  of  over  140,000  is  approximate- 
ly equal  to  the  entire  membership 
in  1916  after  the  first  62  years  of 
the  history  of  the  organization. 

When    the    former   queen    of   the 

Netherlands  learned  that  two  Jews 
and  a  Negro  were  being  discrim- 
inated against  in  a  North  Holland 
factory  she  went  to  the  plant,  ad- 
dressed the  workers  and  condemned 
all  forms  of  racial  discrimination. 
As  a  result  fair  play  now  prevails. 
(WP) 


The  responsibility  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Guam  has  now  been  placed 
under  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior, putting  it  under  civilian  con- 
trol. The  inhabitants  of  this  small 
Pacific  Island  have  been  granted 
United   States   citizenship.    (WP) 

A   seventy-eight-year-old  woman, 

Jennie  Powers,  has  completed  sev- 
enty-five years  of  perfect  Sunday- 
school  attendance.  A  member  of  a 
Presbyterian  church  in  Philadel- 
phia, Miss  Powers  began  walking 
to  Sunday  school  when  she  was 
three  and  a  half  years  old  and  still 
continues  to  walk  when  the  weather 
is  good. 

Fifty-three  and  six-tenths  per 
cent  of  high-income  families  desired 
more  religious  programs  among  the 
educational  and  cultural  programs. 
Among  the  low- income  families  24.1 
per  cent  requested  more  of  the  edu- 
cational and  cultural;  less  than  one 
per  cent  mentioned  religious  shows. 
These  are  the  results  of  a  survey 
made  for  a  television  manufacturer. 


The  Starting  Point  for  Peace 


It  is  a  very  difficult,  thankless  and 
unpopular  task  to  preach  peace  in 
any  country.  The  idea  of  "my  coun- 
try right  or  wrong"  has  sunk  so 
deep  in  the  human  mind,  supported 
by  governments,  the  press  and  the 
radio,  that  it  is  a  gigantic  task  to  get 
to  know  the  truth — though  no  war 
would  last  a  day  if  all  the  truth 
were  told. 

The  first  thing  to  do,  therefore,  to 
prevent  or  stop  war,  is  to  try  to 
know  and  understand  the  other 
man's  point  of  view;  to  refuse  to  be- 
lieve that  your  own  country  is  al- 
ways in  the  right,  and  to  condemn 
both  sides  in  the  quarrel  when  they 
are  in  the  wrong. 

That  is  the  starting  point  in  the 
search  for  peace,  and  it  applies  as 
much  to  the  war  that  is  going  on 
today  as  to  any  other. 

Secondly,  we  must  condemn  im- 
perialism whatever  its  character; 
whether  it  be  capitalist.  Republican, 
Conservative,  Liberal,  Socialist  or 
Communist.  Imperialism  springs 
from  several  conceptions,  but  the 
main  motive  is  the  material  exploi- 
tation of  the  weak  by  the  strong, 
and  the  harnessing  of  other  coun- 
tries by  the  great  powers  for  stra- 
tegic military  purposes. 

A  change  in  the  political  or  eco- 
nomic structure  of  government  is 
not  of  itself  a  guarantee  of  peace 
among  nations.  ... 


I  am  certain  that  there  is  no  "one 
and  only"  political  and  economic 
conception  of  government  that 
would  ever  work.  Religion,  lan- 
guage, geography  and  climate  would 
prevent  it.  There  are  over  sixty 
sovereign  countries  in  the  world;  no 
two  of  them  have  ever  been  gov- 
erned alike  and  probably  never  will 
be 

I  have  discovered  that  the  funda- 
mental divisions  of  the  human  race 
are  not  national  or  racial;  mankind 
is  substantially  divided  into  three 
simple  categories:  good,  bad  and 
indifferent. 

Permanent  peace  can  be  estab- 
lished, therefore,  only  by  appealing 
with  increasing  insistence,  to  the 
good  in  the  human  heart,  denounc- 
ing the  bad  and  awakening  the  in- 
different. There  exists  in  every 
country  alike  a  virile  minority 
preaching  this  gospel  and  willing  to 
sacrifice  much  in  the  process.  That 
minority  must  increase  its  efforts. 

I  believe  thai  man  is  at  his  best 
when  he  folds  his  arms  and  declines 
the  invitation  to  unfold  them  for 
battle  against  his  fellows,  who  one 
day  are  deemed  to  be  allies  and 
friends,  but  who,  later  on,  when  it' 
suits  governments,  are  virile  and 
satanic  in  all  they  do. — From  a  lec- 
ture on  Peace  and  War  by  Rhys 
Davies,  a  member  of  Parliament,  as 
reported  in  Peace  News. 


The  bitterness  and  the  hatred  pro- 
duced by  war  are  not  always 
changed  by  our  generosity  and 
good  intentions.  Here  some  of  the 
Polish  students  talk  over  problems 
of  the  postwar  world  with  Ameri- 
can young  people 


Inez  Long 

Dayton,  Ohio 
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LAST  September  was  the  be- 
ginning of  a  year  which  put 
some  starch  in  my  pacifism. 
It  was  not  an  easy  year,  even 
though  the  German  girl  who 
came  to  live  in  our  home  was 
neat  and  studious  and  gay.  It 
was  a  hard  year  because  my  pic- 
ture of  a  glorified  enemy  was 
blasted  away,  right  under  my 
nose.  Daily  my  high  hopes  about 
the  victories  which  can  be  won 
by  the  sincere  pacifist  were  met 
by  heavy  blows  of  disappoint- 
ment. The  way  of  love,  feebly 
demonstrated,  I  confess,  in  my 
relationships  with  this  enemy 
girl,  was  demonstrated,  none- 
theless, with  the  utmost  sincer- 
ity. And  it  did  not  change  in 
any  way  her  deep-seated  bitter- 
ness and  hatred. 

I  began  to  realize  that  the  ene- 
my is  not  the  glorified  person  we 
pacifists  have  pictured.  In  our 
eagerness  to  prove  that  the  way 
of  nonviolence  can  be  victorious, 
we  have  glorified  the  enemy.  He 
is  not  so  easily  won. 


We  have  glorified  the  enemy, 
first,  when  we  believed  that  by 
taking  literally  the  command  of 
the  second  mile,  we  would  win 
his  respect,  his  gratitude  for  our 
voluntary  generosity,  his  inner 
desire  to  adopt  our  rule  of  life. 
One  has  only  to  go  the  second 
mile  to  see  that  his  rule  does  not 
"always  pay  such  stupendous  div- 
idends. For  generosity,  we  may 
be  met  with  demands  for  more 
and  more,  with  little  or  no  grati- 
tude. For  the  high  hope  that  he 
will  catch  our  Christian  calling, 
we  may  be  met  with  scorn  that 
we  are  so  stupid  as  to  believe 
that  life  can  be  changed  through 
Christ.  We  Brethren  have  glori- 
fied the  enemy's  response  to  our 
good  intentions. 

Second,  we  have  glorified  the 
enemy  by  assuming  that  he  is  a 
single  type  of  person.  Not  all 
Germans  are  Martin  Niemoel- 
lers.  Some  have  firm  convictions; 
most  have  not.  Some  will  sell 
convictions  for  a  better  job,  for 
financially     rewarding     friend- 


ships, for  American  gadgets. 
Some  will  feel  little  gratitude 
and  no  honest  debt  to  the  church 
which  gave  them  aid,  small 
though  it  be.  The  enemy  cannot 
be  thought  of  as  a  single  type. 
He  is  many  types,  just  as  we. 
And  when  we  share  our  religious 
experiences  and  our  humanitar- 
ian service  with  these  many 
types,  we  will  be  met  with  as 
many  types  of  response.  We  have 
glorified  the  enemy  by  thinking 
of  him  as  we  wanted  him  to  be, 
not  as  he  is.  He  is  human,  the 
product  of  love  and  hate,  as  we. 

Many  pacifists,  holding  this 
picture  of  a  glorified  enemy,  re- 
linquish pacifism  after  their  first 
encounter  with  him.  I  am  un- 
willing to  do  this.  What  can  I 
believe,  when  I  no  longer  believe 
that  the  enemy  will  respond 
kindly  to  attempts  at  goodwill? 

I  must  continue  to  believe, 
first,  that  modern  war  is  sin.  I 
must  hate  the  business  of  killing. 
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Too  long  pacifists  have  abhorred 
strong  hatreds.  We  have  dis- 
cussed evil  supinely.  We  have 
resented  a  militant  attitude  even 
toward  sin.  We  have  white- 
washed the  diabolical  forces  of 
evil  just  as  we  have  whitewashed 
the  enemy.  If  pacifists  continue 
to  glorify  the  enemy  by  senti- 
mental tears,  those  who  have 
dealt  with  the  enemy  firsthand 
will  never  accept  pacifism.  If  we 
continue  to  promise  a  cheap  and 
easy  victory  for  the  nonviolent 
technique,  the  thinking  man  will 
reject  the  stupidity  of  the  claims. 

Nowhere  did  Christ  promise 
victory,  as  we  call  victory,  to  the 
pacifist.  He  did  not  say,  "Be  of 
good  cheer;  you  will  overcome 
the  world."  He  said,  "Be  of  good 
cheer;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  He  may  do  it  through 
our  methods;  He  may  not.  But 
Brethren  who  would  keep  alive 
the  pacifist  tradition  of  the 
church  must  believe,  against 
growing  national  sentiment  and 
overwhelming  logic  to  the  con- 
trary, that  war  is  sin.  We  must 
face  honestly  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  is  hard  to  deal  with.  And 
then,  through  God's  grace,  we 
must  believe  that  killing  him,  as 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  him,  is 
sin. 

Second,  we  Brethren  must  be 
fearless  in  attempting  the  diffi- 
cult as  we  work  in  a  world  of  two 
armed  camps.  This  does  not 
mean  compromise  with  the  ene- 
my. Members  of  our  local  con- 
gregation, in  signing  a  peace 
petition  this  summer,  discovered 
that  in  their  sincere  desire  to 
promote  peace,  they  had  signed 
the  Stockholm  Peace  Proposal, 
which  was  communist-sponsored. 
Brethren  people  are  fertile 
ground  for  all  sorts  of  peace 
movements.  We  need  to  keep 
our  Christian  pacifist  testimony 
clear,  in  no  event  compromising 
with  the  enemy  whose  basic  be- 
liefs we  cannot  sponsor. 

But  when  others  go  all  out  for 
war,  we  must  be  busy,  attempt- 
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ing  the  difficult.  Shakespeare 
wrote, 

"Our  doubts  are  traitors, 
And  make  us  lose  the  good  we  oft 
might  win 
By  fearing  to  attempt." 

Pacifists  must  gird  up  their  cour- 
age, throwing  off  doubts,  accept- 
ing risks.  Brethren  families  with 
extra  food  and  an  extra  room 
dare  not  fear  the  cost  of  caring 
for  a  German  student  for  one 
year.  Brethren  Service  projects 
around  the  world  dare  not  limp 
along  without  our  support  of 
leaders  and  volunteer  workers. 
Brethren  must  take  on  a  fighter's 
courage  about  plunging  into  dif- 
ficult tasks  into  which  our  con- 
victions prod  us.  If  war  increases 
and  I  cannot  support  it,  I  will 
be  thankful  if  I  can  say  that  my 
church  is  busy  giving  heifers  and 
clothing  and  human  service  to 
people  because  we  cannot  kill. 

The  seed  I  tried  to  sow  this 
year  bears  little  promise  of  the 
fruition  I  expected.  But  setting 
adrift  from  my  home  to  Ger- 
many some  small  attempt  at  hu- 
man understanding  has  given 
me  the  sort  of  thrill  that  keeps 
Christians  attempting  the  diffi- 
cult.   It  has  given  me  the  zest 


At  a  Church  Service 

William  Stafford 

Following  the  velvet  trail,  I  found 

their  shrine. 
In  song  and  moving  they  were 

kind  and  grave. 
Whatever  they   could  give,  they 

called  it  mine. 
And  all  that  caravans  could  give, 

they  gave. 

I  followed  where  they  went  and 

marked  their  words; 
I  knelt  down  by  their  fires  and 

heard  their  tale. 
I   watched  their   children  play — 

they  flit  like  birds. 
And  in  the  night,  their  weak — I 

saw  them  fail. 

I  tried  to  touch  their  hands,  to  tell 

some  way 
How  brave  they  are  and  noble, 

standing  there; 
But  how  could  that  be  spoken? 

Could  I  say 
Their  sadness  and  their  joy?  How 

much  I  care? 

I  learned  the  way  they  stand  and 

how  they  sing: 
All  that  I  have.    They  gave  me 

everything. 


of  one  who  has  fought  against 
impossible  odds.  I  will  continue 
to  attempt  the  good  I  might  win. 
I  risk  the  loss  of  a  Christian's 
vigor  if  I  do  not. 


World  Council  of  Churches 

The  church  cannot  support  war,  but  it  can  be  busy  giving  clothes  and 

heifers  and  service 


EDITORIAL 


September 

SEPTEMBER  is  usually  a 
gracious  and  kindly  month, 
moving  us  quietly  from  the 
heat  of  the  summer  to  the  frosty 
sting  of  fall.  It  is  the  season  of 
abundance  when  every  tree  and 
field  bears  witness  to  the  fruit- 
fulness  of  the  earth,  when  the 
harvests  of  garden  and  orchard 
are  gathered  in,  when  men  can 
scarcely  forget  to  be  thankful 
to  a  provident  God. 

September  is  a  time  of  new 
enthusiasm  for  old  tasks,  of  new 
energy  for  facing  the  future  with 
confidence.  If  you  are  of  school 
age,  you  may  have  been  reluc- 
tant to  give  up  the  freedom  of 
summer  for  the  academic  rou- 
tine, but  even  students  catch  the 
spirit  of  the  season  and  plunge 
into  school  activities  with  new 
vigor.  There  is  a  tonic  in  the 
crisp  air  of  a  late  September 
morning. 

Before  long  you  will  walk 
through  crackling  leaves  or 
reach  out  to  catch  one  as  it 
spirals  to  the  ground.  You  will 
see  the  rich  hues  of  the  sunset 
reflected  in  the  varied  colors  of 
a  mountainside.  And  you  will 
marvel  again  at  the  mastery  of 
nature's  God,  who  had  appointed 
the  seasons  and  who  has  pro- 
vided the  harvests. 

He  is  the  same  God  who  de- 
sires to  be  Master  of  our  hearts, 
to  guide  us  through  our  seasons 
of  joy  and  sorrow,  to  kindle 
within  us  the  flames  of  faith  and 
hope,  to  make  us  fruitful  in 
every  good  work.  Yet  he  will 
not  take  our  hearts  by  force.  He 
will  speak  to  the  divine  image, 
however  marred,  within  us.  He 
will  nourish  us  in  our  need.  He 
will  not  desert  us  even  though 
we  flee  from  him.  For  he  made 
us  and  he  loves  us.  We  are  not 
truly  ourselves  until  our  lives 
revolve  around  him. 

May  this  rich  and  lovely  sea- 


son create  in  our  hearts  an 
eagerness  to  know  and  serve  the 
God  of  abundant  life,  the  Lord 
of  every  good  harvest. 


Selective  Service 
for  the  Kingdom 

NOT  only  young  men  who 
are  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-six 
but  young  women  also  are 
beginning  to  give  heed  to  an- 
nouncements concerning  Selec- 
tive Service.  For  a  few  years 
now  we  have  gleaned  some  sat- 
isfaction from  watching  draft 
boards  close  up  their  offices  and, 
even  though  the  law  was  on  the 
books,  only  a  few,  whose  con- 
sciences could  not  even  let  them 
register,  seemed  to  be  entangled 
with  the  red  tape  of  conscription. 
But  now  all  that  has  changed. 
If  you  are  a  young  person  of  the 
right  age,  you  already  have  that 
apprehensive  feeling  that  sud- 
denly your  plans  may  be  inter- 
rupted, your  personal  affairs 
upset  because  a  tall  fellow  with 
striped  pants  is  tapping  you  on 
the  shoulder.  You  cannot  easily 
walk  away  from  him.  He  is  ready 
to  ask  you  all  sorts  of  questions 
and  he  may  become  impatient  if 
your  answers  do  not  satisfy  him 
— or  if  the  news  from  Korea  and 
Lake  Success  looks  bad. 

There  is  another  kind  of  se- 
lective service  that  has  been  go- 
ing on  for  thousands  of  years. 
You  can  picture  it  in  a  Galilean 
setting,  when  Jesus  called  to  four 
young  fishermen  and  said,  "Fol- 
low me."  Or  think  of  Paul  at 
Lystra  talking  to  Timothy,  a 
young  man  well  spoken  of  by  the 
Christians  there.  Or  recall  the 
service  of  consecration  for  a 
minister  or  missionary  with  the 
laying  on  of  hands.  This  is  not 
a  compulsory  service,  this  serv- 
ice in  God's  church  and  for  his 


kingdom,  yet  there  is  a  kind  of 
compulsion  about  it  that  comes 
both  from  the  church  and  from 
within  the  hearts  of  those  who 
respond.  They  are  constrained — 
not  by  an  act  of  Congress  but  by 
the  love  of  God.  And  they  are 
selected  —  not  by  the  classifica- 
tions of  an  inclusive  draft  —  but 
by  the  challenge  of  a  job  to  be 
done. 

The  church  has  no  easy  slogans 
with  which  to  attract  either 
young  or  old.  We  cannot  design 
posters,  saying,  "Join  the  church 
and  see  the  world,"  even  though 
Christian  service  will  take  many 
away  from.  home.  Perhaps  it  is 
more  fitting  to  use  the  appeal, 
"Your  church  needs  you,"  but 
usually  it  is  more  accurate  to 
say,  "You  need  the  church."  The 
best  appeal  is  the  invitation 
which  Jesus  himself  gives  and 
the  commissions  which  are  laid 
on  the  hearts  of  his  followers. 

But  our  churches  can  do  a  bet- 
ter job  than  they  have  of  putting 
people  to  work.  It  is  at  this  point 
that  our  service  for  the  kingdom 
has  not  been  selective  enough. 
We  need  to  find  more  specific 
tasks  in  the  kingdom  that  can  be 
filled  by  laymen  with  various 
abilities — more  Christian  assign- 
ments for  carpenters,  account- 
ants, musicians,  millers,  barbers, 
machinists  and  farmers.  Noth- 
ing seems  to  get  a  layman  more 
solidly  back  of  the  church  than 
to  do  the  job  for  the  church  that 
he  can  do  best — and  to  be  appre- 
ciated and  honored  for  it.  Let 
us  ask  God  to  consecrate  more 
of  the  rank  and  file  of  every 
church  by  the  laying  on  of  hands 
and  the  baptism  of  his  Spirit. 
More  selective  service  for  God's 
kingdom  under  the  compulsion 
of  the  call  of  Christ  will  mean 
less  selective  service  for  destruc- 
tion under  the  compulsion  of  a 
Selective  Service  Act. 
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"We  oil  .  .  .  beholding  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  ore  being  chonged  into  his  likeness" 


The  Transformed  Life 


WE  HAVE  spent  a  year 
with  the  Brotherhood 
emphasis  upon  The  Deep- 
ening of  the  Spiritual  Life.  To 
whatever  degree  of  success  we 
had  in  going  deeper  spiritually, 
to  that  extent  we  have  been  in 
the  process  of  becoming  souls 
transformed  into  the  likeness  of 
Christ.  At  Annual  Conference 
a  year  ago  there  was  consider- 
able concern  expressed  for  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  church.  In 
the  opening  paragraphs  of  The 
Advance  Emphasis  folder,  will 
be  found  the  following  phrases: 
Deep  feeling  of  discontent  with 
the  slow  progress  of  the  many 
interests  of  the  kingdom. . . .  The 
complacency  and  indifference  of 
many  nominal  Christians  .  .  . 
The  confusion  of  our  times,  the 
smothering  influence  of  luxury, 
the  all-pervading  spirit  of  secu- 
larism have  sapped  the  spiritual 
life  of  church  members.  .  .  .  In 
all  too  many  cases  our  churches 
accept  standards  of  non-Chris- 
tian society.  .  .  .  Because  of  a 
sense  of  futility  and  frustration 
.  .  .  many  seem  groping  for  that 
which  lies  just  beyond  their 
grasp,  something  that  would 
give  their  life  meaning.  .  .  . 
These  quotes  certainly  set  forth 
our  sense  of  need  for  some 
•changes  to  be  made  in  the 
church  if  it  is  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  hour. 

Today  we  look  at  a  formula 
given  by  St.  Paul  that,  if  fol- 
lowed explicitly,  has  power  to 
transform  every  local  church 
and  every  member.  The  formu- 
la is  found  in  2  Cor.  3:18  and 
reads:  "We  all,  with  unveiled 
face,  beholding  the  glory  of  the 
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H.  L.  Ruthrouff 

Pastor,  Calvary  Church,  Los  Angeles, 
California 


Lord,  are  being  changed  into  his 
likeness  from  one  degree  of 
glory  to  another;  for  this  comes 
from  the  Lord  who  is  the  Spirit" 
(R.S.V.) .  This  third  chapter  re- 
fers to  an  early  Old  Testament 
experience.  Moses  returned 
from  Mt.  Sinai,  where  he  had 
spent  forty  days  in  intimate  fel- 
lowship with  God,  absorbing  in 
himself  something  of  the  like- 
ness of  the  Lord.  There  was  a 
glow  of  light  on  his  face.  His 
people,  however,  had  just 
reached  a  new  low  in  religion, 
for  their  worship  was  on  the 
level  of  a  golden  calf.  Evil  is 
always  uncomfortable  at  close 
range  with  God;  so  these  people 
were  not  too  cordial  with  Moses. 
Here  are  two  extremes — Moses 
whose  face  reflected  the  eternal 
light  of  God  while  his  people  re- 
flected the  unhappiness  of  ex- 
periences with  the  god  of  their 
own  making.  Moses  was  trans- 
figured. His  people  were  dis- 
figured and  marred  by  evil.  Paul 
uses  this  occasion  to  contrast  the 
old  covenant  with  the  new. 
Moses  covered  his  face  with  a 
veil  to  keep  his  people  from 
seeing  the  light  fade  from  his 
face.  This  was  a  symbol  of  the 
fading  and  temporary  purpose 
of  the  old  covenant.  The  light 
was  only  skin  deep.  But  in 
Christ  the  veil  is  gone  and  the 
light  of  Christ  is  permanent 
since  it  comes  from  the  inside, 
within  the  inner  man.  These 
Old  Testament  people  were  re- 
ligious people  but  were  out  of 
touch  with  God.  So  our  church- 
es are  filled  with  religious  peo- 


ple who  need  a  fresh  experience 
with  Christ. 

The  church  faces  a  pagan 

society 

There  are  questionings  about 
the  church  regarding  its  seem- 
ing inability  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  hour  since  through  Christ 
the  church  has  an  open  door  to 
unlimited  power.  Why  then  is 
the  church  a  feeble  rustling  in 
the  grass  when  it  needs  to  be 
a  mighty  wind?  Why  does  it 
whisper  when  a  loud  voice  is 
needed  to  be  heard  above  the 
storm?  Why  does  the  church 
carry  a  candle  when  floodlights 
are  needed?  Why  is  the  church 
being  molded  by  society  rather 
than  doing  the  forming  of  it? 
The  answer  may  be  found  partly 
in  the  strength  of  the  enemy  of 
the  church,  for  wickedness  is 
shockingly  bold  and  cruel,  storm- 
ing the  very  doors  of  the  church. 
It  is  no  time  to  be  a  weak  Chris- 
tian, for  the  tide  of  secularism 
is  strong.  God  is  no  emergency 
exit  or  spare  tire  to  get  us  in 
when  life  goes  flat.  We  may  not 
offer  Christ  the  leftovers  of 
time,  talent  and  possessions. 
Never  has  there  been  a  call  for 
a  more  vital  church  with  an 
electrifying  voice  declaring  to 
the  world,  "This  is  the  way; 
walk  ye  in  it." 

How  shall  the  church  find 

strength  for  her  task? 

The  first  requirement  of 
Paul's  formula  is  to  look  at 
Christ,  "beholding  the  glory  of 
the  Lord."  Give  Christ  your  full 
attention,  admire  him,  love  him, 
think  about  him,  read  his  Word 
and  apply  it.  Seek  him  anew 
lest  in  remembering  his  name 
we  forget  his  spirit.  We  need  to 


look  anew  at  the  cross  and  there 
to  lay  bare  our  souls  before  him. 
For  most  people  it  will  require 
a  very  great  amount  of  effort  to 
tune  other  interests  out  and 
listen  to  his  voice.  Yet  this  is  a 
must  for  the  Christian. 

Beholding  Christ  we  are  being 
changed  into  his  likeness 
Wherever  the  Master  touched 
life  he  made  it  different.  From 
the  manger  to  the  tomb  he  was 
transforming  life.  The  Magi 
came  to  worship  and  went  home 
another  way.  He  made  a  great 
preacher  of  the  rough,  swearing 
fisherman,  Peter.  He  removed 
the  dross  from  the  impure  life 
of  Mary  Magdalene.  He  extract- 
ed the  greed  and  dishonesty 
from  the  heart  of  Zacchaeus  and 


declared,  "This  day  is  salvation 
come  to  this  house."  He  removed 
the  cancerous  growth  of  doubt 
from  Thomas  until  Thomas 
cried,  "My  Lord  and  my  God." 
As  the  moon  reflects  the  light  of 
the  sun  so  must  we,  with  these 
witnesses  of  old,  reflect  Christ 
in  our  lives.  "Ye  are  our  epistle 
written  in  your  hearts,  known 
and  read  of  all  men."  Would  it 
not  be  wonderful  to  have  a  com- 
pliment paid  to  us  such  as  was 
paid  to  Peter  and  John  when 
people  said,  "We  see  you  have 
been  with  Jesus." 

Beholding  Christ  we  are  being 
changed  into  his  likeness.  What- 
ever gets  our  attention  gets  us. 
We  become  like  that  which  we 
admire.  There  is  a  story  of  a 
statue  of  a  slave  girl  in  which 
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the  girl  was  especially  neat  and 
clean.  One  day  a  slave  girl  in 
rags  came  by  and  stopped  to  ad- 
mire, then  went  home  to  wash 
and  comb  her  hair.  The  next 
day  she  again  stopped  to  admire 
and  went  home  to  wash  and 
mend  her  clothing.  By  and  by 
she  grew  to  look  like  the  statue. 
Max  Beerbohn's  story,  The  Hap- 
py Hypocrite,  pictures  an  un- 
scrupulous villain  who  sneered 
at  beauty  and  virtue  until  he  fell 
in  love  with  a  Christian  young 
woman  whom  he  sought  to  have 
as  his  wife.  She  refused  him, 
saying,  "I  cannot  be  the  wife  of 
a  man  whose  face  is  not  saintly." 
Determined  to  win,  he  sought 
the  assistance  of  a  mask  maker 
for  a  saintly  face  and  finally  won 
her  hand  in  marriage.  Being  in 
the  presence  of  beauty  he  often 
had  severe  attacks  of  remorse 
for  his  sins.  Time  passed  until 
the  day  he  was  discovered  by 
his  worst  enemy  who  wished  to 
expose  him  by  tearing  away  his 
mask  only  to  find  that  the  mask 
was  no  longer  needed.  He  had 
become  like  the  beauty  he  ad- 
mired, his  face  was  saintly. 

If  the  church  is  to  serve  in 
this  hour  it  needs  to  live  in  the 
presence  of  Christ  until  we  as 
members  begin  to  look  and  act 
Christlike.  This  change  is  a  con- 
tinuous process  that  will  last 
a  lifetime. 

The  world  waits  for  the 
church  to  receive  power  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  come  upon 
it  that  it  may  be  a  witness  to 
the  millions  who  sit  in  darkness 
and  the  shadow  of  death.  The 
challenge  of  evil  will  force  us 
into  action  unless  we  are  willing: 
to  harvest  a  crop  of  secularism* 
that  will  be  morally  equal  to* 
the  atomic  bomb.  We  have  a 
mandate  from  Christ  to  seek  first 
his  kingdom  and  his  righteous- 
ness and  to  enter  the  fields  white 
unto  harvest  until  we  hear  the 
blessing  at  the  sunset  of  life, 
"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faith- 
ful servant." 
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THE  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.  S.  A.,  is  a  single  in- 
strument through  which  the 
churches  may  work  together.  It 
will  be  constituted  by  at  least 
twenty-six  communions,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  being 
one  of  them.  Someone  has  said 
that  it  is  the  capstone  in  the  arch 
of  Christian  co-operation.  It  will 
also  consolidate  the  programs  of 
.eight  interdenominational  agen- 
cies such  as  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education, 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches, 
Church  World  Service,  the  Home 
Missions  Council  of  North  Amer- 
ica, and  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  of  North  America. 

United  Christendom  has  dis- 
covered exactly  what  we,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  have 
discovered.  When  we  had  our 
various  boards  of  the  Brother- 
hood —  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  the  Mission  Board, 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee, 
and  others — we  found  that  these 
boards  often  sought  to  do  their 
own  tasks  quite  independently 
of  the  others.  It  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  create  one 
General  Brotherhood  Board. 
Now  this  one  board  considers 
our  church  as  a  whole;  it  has 
at  heart  the  welfare  of  all  aspects 
of  the  Brethren.  We  now  do  not 
have  the  danger  of  any  board 
becoming  too  powerful  or  too 
inconsiderate  of  others.  The 
church,  as  all  living  organisms, 
thrives  best  on  a  "balanced  diet" 
and  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board  can  do  the  balancing.  Just 
so  for  united  Christendom — reli- 
gious   education    is    concerned 
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with  missions,  missions  are  re- 
lated to  Church  World  Service, 
and,  indeed,  here  too  a  balancing 
was  needed. 

Perhaps  another  analogy  will 
help  us  understand  why  a  Na- 
tional Council  is  necessary. 
When  our  nation  was  smaller 
our  government  was  simple.  As 
it  became  larger  our  government 
became  more  unwieldy.  In  the 
last  decade,  however,  it  became 
bureaucratic,  wasteful  and  often 
grossly  inefficient.  Hence,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  do  some 
streamlining  and,  regardless  of 
our  political  persuasion,  we  gen- 
erally favor  the  Hoover  Report. 
How  can  26,000,000  Christians 
make  themselves  felt  unless  they 
have  a  single  instrument  through 
which  to  work  together? 


Is  it  not  true  here  as  in  so 
many  other  areas  that  the  "chil- 
dren of  this  world  are  wiser  than 
the  children  of  light"?  Profes- 
sions, businesses,  industries,  la- 
bor and  craftsmen  of  all  sorts 
have  found  co-operation  within 
their  groups  profitable,  and  now 
many  are  finding  intergroup  co- 
operation even  more  profitable. 
Should  not  Christians  give  an 
example  of  co-operation? 

Why  Should  Brethren  Belong  to 
the  National  Council? 

As  I  see  it,  Brethren  should 
belong  to  the  National  Council 
for  at  least  two  reasons:  first, 
because  of  what  we  can  contrib- 
ute to  the  council  and,  second, 
because  of  the  benefits  we  can 
receive  from  the  council.  Again, 
several  illustrations  should  help 
us  understand  these  reasons. 

The  Brethren  did  much  to  help 
initiate    Church   World   Service 


COOPERATIVE  CHRISTIANITY  IN  U.  S. 


Co-operative  Christianity,  pictured  in  the  map,  embraces  most  of  the 
great  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  communions,  state  and  local 
councils  of  churches,  religious  education  and  churchwomen.  They 
will  achieve  greater  unity  under  the  leadership  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  It  will  consolidate  the 
co-operative  program  of  the  churches  in  all  areas  of  Christian  life, 

at  home   and  abroad 


"This  Nation  Under  God"  is  the 
theme  of  the  constituting  conven- 
tion of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  which  will  be  held  in 
Cleveland  in  November 


and  it  is  now  one  of  the  agencies 
which  will  merge  into  the  Na- 
tional Council.  Should  we  not 
continue  to  share  the  experience 
we  have  gained  over  many 
years?  Also,  some  of  our  Breth- 
ren have  made  notable  contribu- 
tions to  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education.  The 
names  of  many  Brethren  are 
well  known  as  they  relate  to  Uni- 
form Sunday  School  Lessons  and 
leadership  training  courses.  Now 
these  same  Brethren  and  others 
can  be  even  more  helpful.  Turn- 
ing the  issue  around,  could  we 
afford  not  to  receive  the  help 
from  others  in  these  areas? 
Someone  will  say  that  we  could 
probably  receive  help  without 
contributing  to  the  council  and 
without  being  a  part  of  it.  This 
may  be  true  but  I  would  like  to 
think  that  Brethren  have  a  spirit 
which  constrains  them  not  to 
take  a  "free  ride."  Is  it  not  also 
a  part  of  our  heritage  to  pay  our 
just  debts  and  to  be  a  good 
neighbor? 

When  the  Lord  prayed  that 
"they  all  may  be  one"  I  think 
he  envisioned  a  day  and  a  con- 
dition which  we  have  not  yet 
approached.  The  National  Coun- 
cil is  but  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  —  but  it  is  a  step.  For 
many  years  Brethren  have  de- 
clared that  the  New  Testament 
is  their  creed.  What  an  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  this  faith  and, 
better    yet,    to    demonstrate    it 


within  the  circles  of  united  Chris- 
tendom? We  have  a  rich  herit- 
age and  a  vital  message  which 
we  have  preserved  until  now. 
Generally  we  have  been  inclined 
to  cherish  our  heritage,  face  in- 
ward, and  shield  it.  Now  that  we 
have  preserved  it  let  us  face  out- 
ward and  share  it  with  26,000,000 
other  Christians. 

Some  Brethren  have  men- 
tioned that  joining  the  National 
Council  may  "yoke"  us  with 
those  who  "believe"  differently, 
or  even  do  not  "believe."  Does 
this  not  remind  you  of  the  disci- 
ples who  forbade  one  who  was 
doing  good  and  yet  was  not  one 
of  their  group?  Let  us  thank 
God  for  good  Christians  what- 
ever their  "name  or  sign"  and 
that  as  Brethren  we  have  in  the 
National  Council  our  opportuni- 
ty to  witness  to  our  faith  and 
convictions. 


Looking  at  Life 

Erich  Brandeis 

YESTERDAY  morning  a 
friend  of  mine  called  on  the 
phone  and  invited  us  to  go 
to  a  church  supper  with  him 
and  his  wife.  My  wife  took  the 
call  and  after  she  had  heard  the 
invitation  she  asked  the  friend 
to  hold  the  wire  a  minute. 

We  had  a  quick  consultation. 
A  church  supper?  Didn't  sound 
very  exciting.  But  those  people 
who  invited  us  are  very  good 
friends  and  we  like  them  a  lot. 
So  we  accepted,  somewhat  re- 
luctantly and  all  ready  for  a 
somewhat  boring  evening. 

However,  the  evening  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  we 
ever  had  and  it  certainly  was  a 
lesson  in  practical  religion. 

The  fellow  who  invited  us  is 
a  devout  Roman  Catholic.  He  is 
happily  married  to  an  Episcopa- 
lian. They  had  with  them  a 
house  guest  who  was  born  in 
Russia  and  is  Greek  Orthodox. 

My  wife  is  Presbyterian,  I  am 
Lutheran  and  we  first  went  to 
the  home  of  some  other  friends 


who,  I  think,  are  Congregation- 
alist  on  her  side  and  Methodist 
on  his — or  vice  versa.  At  any 
rate,  they  have  been  married 
more  than  thirty  years  and  still 
love  each  other. 

We  went  to  the  Grange  Hall 
in  Redding,  one  of  Connecticut's 
oldest  towns.  There  were  more 
than  a  hundred  people  at  the 
hall.  They  called  it  the  men's 
dinner,  because  the  women  had 
done  all  the  work.  It  was  a  buf- 
fet affair  and  you  should  have 
seen  it.  There  were  stuffed  eggs 
prepared  by  a  Lutheran  lady. 
There  were  meat  balls  cooked 
by  a  Catholic.  There  was  a  de- 
licious pickled  herring  about 
which  a  Unitarian  was  extreme- 
ly proud  and  had  a  right  to  be. 

That  little  church  in  Redding, 
Connecticut,  seems  to  give  the 
answer  to  the  often-asked  ques- 
tion, "What  is  the  matter  with 
religion?" 

There  was  a  whole  lot  the  mat- 
ter with  religion  in  Redding,  and 
Redding  is  a  typical  American 
small  town.  They  had  a  Feder- 
ated church  there  for  a  good 
many  years,  consisting  of  the 
Methodists  and  the  Congrega- 
tionalists  of  the  community.  But 
the  church  and  its  congregation 
disintegrated  until  no  more  than 
four  or  five  people  attended  the 
Sunday  services,  and  the  Sun- 
day-school attendance  had  all 
but  disappeared.  The  church 
basement  was  a  mass  of  rubble, 
and  the  whole  thing  was  some- 
what a  disgrace.  Finally  there 
was  no  longer  a  minister  to 
preach  or  teach  the  children, 
and  instead  of  a  living  church  it 
had  become  a  weed-covered  eye 
and  soul  sore. 

Then  a  few  of  the  parishioners 
got  together  one  day  and  de- 
cided to  put  an  end  to  all  this  in- 
effectiveness and  decay.  They 
wanted  religion.  They  needed 
religion.  Committees  were 
formed.    Money  was  raised.  The 

Continued  on  page   15 
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Ernest  and  Grace  Davis  with 
their  children  in   1943 


C.  Ernest  and  Grace  H.  Davis 

Elgin,  Illinois 


Marriage  After  Forty 


FIRST,  let's  get  one  thing 
straight.  In  marriage  after 
forty,  much  depends  upon 
the  situation  in  which  you  find 
yourself.  If  you  married  at  eight- 
een and  promptly  had  your  one 
and  only  child,  probably  you  are 
through  with  the  rearing  of  your 
family.  Now  there  are  just  you 
two  at  home.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  at  forty  you  find  yourselves,  as 
we  did,  with  five  children  rang- 
ing from  fifteen  to  three  years 
of  age,  that  is  a  very  different 
family  situation.  Therefore,  the 
generalities  we  toss  off  in  this 
article  will  not  fit  everybody;  in 
fact,  they  will  probably  not  look 
tailor-made  on  anybody. 

After  forty,  your  marriage  is 
no  longer  on  its  trial  run,  shake- 
down cruise,  or  maiden  voyage; 
your  matrimonial  bark  is  now  in 
full  service  on  its  regular  run. 
You  no  longer  expect  marriage 
to  be  exclusively  moonlight,  bill- 
ing and  cooing,  or  extended 
kisses.  You  still  appreciate  the 
moon  but  realize  that  some  work 
has  to  be  done  during  daylight 
hours.  Of  course,  if  you  married 
at  thirty-nine  and  one  half,  the 
above  has  to  be  modified  unless 
you  learn  much  faster  at  that 
age. 

One  advantage  of  marriage 
after  forty  is  that  you  now  know 
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what  to  expect.  You  have  learned 
what  stories  not  to  tell  on  the 
other,  what  demands  not  to  make 
and  what  danger  signals  to  look 
for  and  respect.  You  know  likes 
and  dislikes,  quirks,  prejudices, 
blind  spots,  sensitive  areas,  good 
points,  strengths,  weaknesses,  in- 
abilities and  abilities.  The  areas 
of  mystery  are  certainly  smaller. 
If  you  are  a  blundering  idiot  now 
in  your  domestic  relations,  it 
must  be  because  your  case  is 
congenital  and  incurable.  Ac- 
tually, marriage  at  this  point 
should  be  stable  and  not  uncer- 
tain or  wavering.  It  should  be 
comfortable  like  a  well-broken- 
in  shoe  and  not  the  agony  of  a 
too-tight  purchase  that  develops 
two  screaming  corns  when  there 
had  been  none  before.  You  are 
now  adjusted  to  each  other  and 
feel  that  your  marriage  is  de- 
pendable and  serviceable.  You 
have  stood  together  through 
enough  hours  of  emergency  and 
anxiety  as  well  as  hours  of  thrill- 
ing joy  to  know  what  real  love  is. 
If  you  are  both  past  forty — and 
we  think  it  would  be  well  if  you 
both  got  there  within  a  reason- 
able length  of  time — you  should 
have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what 
the  size  of  the  family  is  to  be.  It 
is  enlightening  and  often  encour- 
aging to  know  the  size  of  the  job 
to  be  done — to  see  where  the  goal 
is.     For    some    time,    we    have 


known  that  1951,  barring  the  al- 
ways possible  and  incalculable 
factor  of  unforeseen  circum- 
stances, should  see  our  youngest 
child  through  college.  That 
knowledge  has  helped  make  the 
fifteen  years'  period  during 
which,  at  nearly  all  times,  from 
one  to  three  of  our  children  have 
been  in  college  seem  not  a  life 
sentence  but  a  reasonable  term 
with  time  off  for  good  behavior 
— of  the  children.  We  think  we 
could  even  stand  the  pressure  of 
some  graduate  work,  if  wanted. 

Of  course,  if  you  were  one  of 
those  smart  couples  that  had 
only  one  or,  at  the  very  most, 
two  children,  you  may  discover 
that  you  outsmarted  yourself — 
that  your  own  education  was 
prematurely  ended  and  that  you 
are  alone  and  old  before  your 
time.  We  have  found  that  noth- 
ing else  has  extended  our  educa- 
tion and  adaptability  and  given 
us  a  continuing  interest  in  life  as 
have  our  children.  Also  children 
at  home  after  you  are  forty  sta- 
bilize the  home  by  giving  hus- 
band and  wife  common  interests 
and  keeping  them  too  busy  to  get 
interested  in  plucking  daisies  or 
sweet  williams  from  the  slopes 
of  the  fools'  hill  range  that  looms 
up  somewhere  along  there. 

After  forty,  we  hope  not  be- 
fore, you  will  face  the  problem 
of  your  children  leaving  you  to 


establish  homes  of  their  own. 
You  should  have  been  expecting 
this  and  preparing  for  it  because 
you  will  have  to  learn  to  wel- 
come sons-in-law  and  daughters- 
in-law  and  probably  to  have  the 
prefix  grand  added  to  your  fam- 
ily title.  These  are  hard  doses 
for  some  people  to  swallow  but 
they  ought  not  to  be.  In  our  case, 
it  has  been  easy  and  pleasant.  To 
date,  our  children  have  selected 
mates  that  are  A-l  in  quality. 
We  couldn't  have  done  better 
ourselves.  Two  of  them  even 
stood  the  acid  test  of  living  with 
us  for  one  or  two  years.  We  love 
them  all  as  our  own.  At  present 
they  are  a  good  many  miles 
away  and  we  miss  them  greatly 
but  the  distance  insures  each 
couple  the  opportunity  to  paddle 


their  own  canoe  without  threat 
of  interference  from  us.  We  want 
them  to  know,  however,  that  we 
are  willing  to  help  them  get  a 
"put-put"  if  they  need  it.  Dis- 
tance keeps  us  from  spoiling  the 
grandchildren,  too.  And,  as  for 
being  called  grandpa  and  grand- 
ma, we  were  far  enough  past  fif- 
ty that  we  didn't  have  to  be  too 
self-conscious  about  that.  Then, 
too,  those  grandchildren,  upon 
acquaintance,  are  highly  satis- 
factory and  we  would  be  called 
almost  anything  in  order  to  have 
them. 

Yes,  marriage  after  forty  is 
pretty  wonderful  if  you  start  in 
time  and  do  the  right  kind  of  a 
job  before  forty.  Come  to  think 
of  it,  some  late  starters  must  find 
it  wonderful  too. 


Gospel  z>cncjs  in  the  Tleiv  Humnal 


P.  L.  Huffaker 


THE  Hymnal  Committee  was 
motivated  by  a  desire  to 
compile  a  hymnal  that 
would  serve  the  cause  of  Christ, 
through  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, in  the  widest  scope  possible. 
One  motivation  text  was  the 
musician's  golden  text  found  in 
Col.  3:16,  which  commands  the 
Christian  to  use  "psalms,  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs"  in  the  praise 
of  God  and  the  "admonishing  of 
one  another."  Hence  the  musical 
pulse  of  our  church  was  taken 
through  the  use  of  a  question- 
naire and  personal  contact.  Then 
we  searched  the  hymnals  and 
gospel  songbooks  for  material 
that  would  quicken  the  spiritual 
pulse  of  the  total  church,  from 
the  large  urban  church  to  the 
smallest  rural  congregation.  In 
the  New  Brethren  Hymnal  you 
will  find  songs  which  run  the 
scale  of  churchly  value  from  the 
soul-sweeping  strains  of  Luther's 
A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God  to 


the  simple  heart  tug  of  Fanny 
Crosby's  Pass  Me  Not,  O  Gentle 
Savior. 

We  need  the  simple  gospel 
songs  in  our  hymnal.  There  is 
not  a  person  who  has  lived  across 
these  last  thirty  years  whose 
heart  has  not  been  inspired  and 
lifted  by  the  singing  of  Jesus, 
Keep  Me  Near  the  Cross.  Souls 
have  been  brought  to  the  river  of 
salvation  on  the  strains  of  Softly 
and  Tenderly  and  given  a  vivid 
vision  of  the  wounds  of  Christ  in 
There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  With 
Blood.  Thousands  of  lonely, 
weary  hearts  have  been  borne  to 
the  throne  of  grace  on  wings  of 
What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Je- 
sus and  Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer. 

Gospel  songs,  written  by 
Brethren  composers  and  others, 
will  appear  in  new  musical  ar- 
rangements in  the  new  hymnal. 
A  few  songs  will  be  recognized 
because  they  were  used  in  the 
"old  black"  Hymnal  of  1901.  On 


the  Radiant  Threshold,  by  Hol- 
singer  and  Wieand;  I  Am 
Trusting  Thee,  Lord  Jesus,  by 
Holsinger;  I  Know  That  My  Re- 
deemer Liveth,  by  Fillmore;  and 
Savior,  Lead  Me  Lest  I  Stray,  by 
Davis.  We  welcome  these  gospel 
songs  and  many  others  back  to 
our  hymnal  after  an  absence  of 
many  years. 

In  recent  years  some  new  gos- 
pel songs  have  been  appearing 
on  the  spiritual  horizons  of  the 
Christian  world.  We  are  includ- 
ing three  of  these  which  have 
won  their  way  into  the  hearts 
and  hymnals  of  the  people.  They 
are:  Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness, 
King  of  My  Life,  and  Marvellous; 
Grace  of  Our  Living  Lord.  I  am? 
sure  that  these  will  find  a  place- 
in  the  hearts  and  the  singing  o£ 
our  people. 

There  will  be  a  section  of  the 
new  Hymnal  set  aside  for  the  in- 
clusion of  these  gospel  songs  and 
many  others.  There  will  be  over 
sixty  songs  in  this  section.  Other 
gospel  songs  will  appear  in  other 
sections  of  the  hymnal.  They  are 
included,  on  the  merit  of  their 
usage  and  as  favorite  songs  of 
the  people,  songs  that  have  the 
power  to  move  men's  hearts  for 
Christ  and  the  church. 


Walking  Together 

From  the  beginning  of  time 
men  have  agreed  and  disagreed, 
the  latter  often  causing  sorrow 
and  trouble  and,  worst  of  all, 
broken  homes. 

The  other  day  a  judge  in 
speaking  of  delinquent  children 
said  most  of  the  delinquency  was 
caused  by  "broken  homes."  The 
fathers  and  mothers  separate 
and  the  children  are  deprived 
of  a  happy  home  and  seek  their 
pleasures  elsewhere!  We  all 
know  where  most  of  them  land! 

"Can  two  walk  together  ex- 
cept they  be  agreed?"  was  asked 
by  Amos  centuries  ago,  but  the 
truth  of  it  still  stands. — Julia 
Graydon,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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A  Program   for   Home  and   Church 


Richard  E.  Lentz 

Director   of  adult  work   and  family   edu- 
cation   of    the    International    Council    of 
Religious  Education 


IN  THE  very  complicated 
game  of  modern  life  the 
church  and  the  home  have 
been  cast  as  partners  both  by 
their  common  interests  and  by 
their  similar  problems.  In  this 
"game  of  life"  there  are  three 
basic  "positions"  that  the  two 
partners  must  assume  with  ref- 
erence to  each  other. 

Position  One:  The  home  and 
the  church  stand  facing  each 
other.  Their  destinies  are  bound 
together;  so  before  all  else  must 
come  mutual  appreciation  as 
they  admit  their  dependence 
upon  each  other.  One  of  the 
major  sources  of  strength  in  the 
development  of  the  United 
States  was  the  Christian  home. 
The  circumstances  of  life  today 
make  it  practically  impossible 
for  any  home  to  maintain  by  it- 
self even  its  own  Christian  group 
experience.  The  family  must  re- 
ly more  and  more  upon  the  as- 
sistance given  by  the  church  in 
the  training  of  children  and 
young  people.  The  religious  ac- 
tivities of  the  family  in  group 
devotions  or  service  will  need  to 
be  motivated  in  part  at  least 
by  the  church  leadership.  The 
"crisis  experiences"  of  family 
life  —  anniversaries,  births, 
deaths,  marriages  —  will  need 
interpretation  and  emphasis  sup- 
plied by  the  church.  Literature 
produced,  purchased  and  distrib- 
uted by  the  church  is  the  main 
help  of  the  religious  family.  The 
families  that  are  living  without 
the  church  today  are  not  pursu- 
ing the  Christian  ideal  wisely. 
Now  while  the  church  is  faced 


■■■•■•■■■■■■■ 


The  family  re- 
lies more  and 
more  upon  the 
assistance  giv- 
e  n  by  the 
church  in  the 
training  of  chil- 
dren and  young 
people 
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by  a  home  fully  aware  of  its 
dependence,  let  not  the  church 
foolishly  think  herself  all  suf- 
ficient. From  what  source  has 
the  church  drawn  leadership  in 
the  past?  Where  has  the  Chris- 
tian instruction  of  the  church 
school  received  application  and 
laboratory  testing  and  discus- 
sion? What  setting  alone  sup- 
plies the  background  experiences 
necessary  for  the  understanding 
of  the  Christian  message  of  a  Fa- 
ther God?  The  church  is  both 
shortsighted  and  ungrateful 
when  the  indispensable  contri- 
bution of  the  home  to  church 
stability  and  progress  is  ignored. 
Position  Two:  The  home  and 
the  church  stand  back  to  back. 
This  is  the  defensive  strategy 
used  by  the  pioneers  when  at- 
tacked by  wolves  or  Indians. 
Now  the  home  and  church  are 
surrounded  by  common  dangers 
and  foes.  The  hectic  clamor  we 
call  modern  civilization  endan- 
gers both  church  and  home.  The 


more  quiet,  leisurely  activities 
that  were  builders  of  under- 
standing, fellowship,  poise  and 
strength  of  spirit  in  family  and 
congregation  are  crowded  out  by 
activities  that  involve  thousands 
yet  create  no  fellowship;  by  pas- 
times that  are  noisy,  stimulating 
and  build  no  inner  reserves  of 
power;  by  indulgences  that  are 
destructive  of  the  best  that  both 
home  and  church  seek  to  culti- 
vate. Advertisers  of  character- 
destroying  products  are  as 
blatant  as  they  are  shameless, 
carrying  their  campaign  into  the 
home,  desecrating  the  Lord's 
day.  Through  the  exploitation 
of  youth  there  has  been  elevated 
the  ideal  of  sophistication  to  re- 
place the  former  ideal  of  culture 
or  goodness.  The  hours  of  the 
day  have  become  so  clogged 
with  activities,  that  in  them- 
selves are  harmless  but  which 
together  form  a  solid  barrier, 
that  neither  church  nor  home 
can  secure  attention  or  consider- 


ation  from  their  own  members. 
Position  Three:  The  home 
and  church  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  facing  forward.  So  far 
from  being  intimidated  by  the 
unfriendly  aspects  of  modern 
life,  these  two  partners  are  join- 
ing hands  in  the  execution  of 
many  new  projects  involving  the 
closest  co-operation.  Some  of 
these  are  much  needed  reforms 
of  conditions  in  local  communi- 
ties that  both  church  and  home 
recognize  as  injurious  to  char- 
acter. Other  of  these  jointly  pro- 
moted activities  are  training 
projects  or  workers  with  chil- 
dren in  home  and  church.  Legis- 
lation important  to  both  is 
secured  by  concerted  pressure 
upon  those  responsible.  Together 
these  partners  may  insist  that 
neither  school  nor  athletics  nor 
commercial  recreation  shall  con- 
sume too  large  a  proportion  of 
the  time  of  children  and  youth. 
Working  together  the  home  and 
church  may  undertake  specific 
projects  to  improve  the  religious 
experience  within  the  home,  de- 
veloping new  types  of  family 
devotion,  or  providing  finer  re- 
ligious pictures  for  the  home. 
Each  child  in  the  church  in  a 
sense  is  a  potential  joint  project 
for  home  and  church.  It  is  un- 
likely that  either  will  achieve 
satisfactory  results  in  the  child's 
training  without  close  co-opera- 
tion. Together  these  two  agen- 
cies must  study  the  child  as  an 
individual  and  give  him  personal 
guidance  that  he  may  need  to 
accomplish  his  growth  as  pre- 
scribed by  his  physical,  mental 
and  social  heritage.  The  home 
helps  itself  by  keeping  its  part- 
ner the  church  up  to  full  oper- 
ating efficiency  and  vigor.  Those 
whose  home  life  is  most  satisfy- 
ing and  wholesome  are  sorely 
needed  as  leaders  in  the  church. 
This  exchange  of  leadership  will 
make  possible  the  co-operation 
of  home  and  church  in  the  sepa- 
rate field  of  each  and  in  the 
common  responsibility  for  the 
community  life  and  civilization. 


Operation  Sports  for  Israel 

Rev.  Donald  Harrington  of  the  Community  Church  of  New  York, 
Martha  Sharp,  vice-chairman  of  Children  to  Palestine,  Mel  Allen,  noted 
sportscaster,  and  Arthur  Driscoll,  New  York  attorney,  view  some  of  the 
sports  equipment  that  came  as  a  result  of  the  drive  of  Operations  Sports 
for  Israel. 

Mel  Allen,  who  was  chairman  of  the  drive  on  a  voluntary  basis, 
pointed  out,  "These  youngsters  [20,000  boys  and  girls],  all  of  them 
orphan  refugees  in  the  brand-new  State  of  Israel,  have  been  wandering 
so  much  and  working  so  hard  in  the  past  ten  years  that  they  have  never 
learned  to  play.  An  opportunity  to  play  will  help  to  restore  the  children 
and  help  them  to  learn  to  live  normal  lives  such  as  our  own  children 
in  America  live.  They  need  play  equipment  badly.  These  are  the 
kids  who  have  spent  their  youth  dodging  bullets  and  barbaric  treatment 
in  Europe  —  kids  who  have  never  known  anything  but  fear  and  the 
effort  to  escape  fear." 

Operation  Sports  for  Israel  plans  to  establish  and  equip  at  least 
five  playgrounds  as  a  starter  and  hopes  to  send  a  set  of  athletic  equip- 
ment to  each  of  220  settlements  which  house  orphans. 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 

Tames,  Leader  in  the  Jerusalem  Church 


From  a  Nazareth  Home 

It  seems  a  little  strange  that  the 
children  of  Mary  and  Joseph  of 
Nazareth  would  not  have  been  the 
first  to  follow  Jesus.  But  remember- 
ing Jesus'  unpopularity  in  his  home 
town  and  recalling  his  words  that 
placed  doing  the  will  of  God  above 
family  ties,  we  can  begin  to  appreci- 
ate their  aloofness  from  him.  All 
the  more  remarkable,  then,  is 
Mary's  loyalty  to  her  Son,  and  the 
position  of  leadership  taken  in  later 
years  by  James. 

Knowing  When  to  Compromise 

Looking  at  James,  the  recognized 
leader  in  the  Jerusalem  church,  we 
find  a  strong  leader,  thoroughly 
Jewish,  conservative  and  respected. 
When  the  question  of  accepting 
Gentile  Christians  came  before  the 


council  at  Jerusalem,  James  could 
be  expected  to  insist  on  strict  ob- 
servance of  Jewish  practices.  Yet 
he  must  have  been  impressed  with 
the  reports  of  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
telling  how  Gentiles  responded  to 
the  gospel  and  how  their  lives  were 
changed.  And  he  may  have  remem- 
bered the  spirit  and  teaching  of 
his  Brother.  He  proposed  the  kind 
of  compromise  that  gave  a  construc- 
tive solution  to  the  conflict  between 
forces   in   the   church. 

Today  the  Christian  church  needs 
men  of  character  and  standing  who 
know  how  to  compromise  on  small 
matters  while  standing  firm  on  basic 
issues.  Our  church  needs  such 
statesmen;  our  troubled  world  needs 
them  even  more. 


SEPTEMBER    16.    1950 


13 


We  Must  Live  Amongst 
One  Another 

Helena  B.  Kruger 

Annville,  Pennsylvania 

INTEREST  in  the  welfare  of 
our  fellow  men  is  not  enough 
unless,  as  Christ's  teachings 
say,  we  love  our  neighbor  as 
ourselves.  The  New  Testament 
emphasis  is  upon  love.  As  Chris- 
tians we  follow  the  teachings 
of  the  New  Testament.  But  do 
we  really  practice  Jesus'  com- 
mandment, "Love  one  another"? 
If  we  did  we  would  not  have 
to  talk  about  peace,  and  write 
peace  treaties.  We  would  have 
peace  in  God's  great  universe 
where  there  is  space  enough  for 
every  one,  man  and  beast. 

If  we  love  one  another  we 
shall  have  peace  in  ourselves,  in 
our  family,  peace  with  our  fel- 
low men,  peace  among  nations. 
We  would  have  no  need  for  pow- 
er conferences  and  peacemaking 
committees  which  meet  con- 
stantly and  exchange  words, 
and  more  words  endlessly, 
meaninglessly.  Words  are  the 
tools  of  argument  and  may  lead 
to  war.  Words  are  like  seeds: 
they  can  be  good  seeds  sown 
upon  good  ground  to  bear  fruit 
and  bring  forth  peace  a  hundred- 
fold, but  they  can  be  poor  seeds 
like  weeds  sown  upon  poor 
ground  to  bring  forth  war  and 
the  noise  of  war. 

This  foul  seed,  war,  is  sown 
not  only  by  power  conferences 
and  peace-making  committees, 
but  by  each  one  of  us.  In  our 
search  for  peace  we  often  do  not 
help  to  ease  the  strain  of  mis- 
understanding. Why?  Because 
we  are  at  war  within  ourselves. 
Some  of  us  in  search  for  peace 
hope  that  a  war  must  come  to 
end  war.  With  such  human  fool- 
ishness and  false  hope  we  sow 
the  seeds  of  war.  How  can  war 
end  war,  or  intolerance  be  made 
to  cure  intolerance? 

Peace  will  not  come  unless  we 
work  for  peace,  each  one  of  us 


as  a  Christian  in  his  or  her  place. 
Not  by  building  battleships  big- 
ger and  costlier  or  airplanes 
larger  and  faster,  but  by  loving 
and  living  for  one  another  do  we 
spread  peace.  We  have  in  the 
English  language  the  word 
amongst  which  does  not  occur  in 
the  French  or  German  vocabu- 
laries. We  must  live  amongst 
one  another.  It  seems  we  still 
prefer  to  live  against  one  an- 
other.   If  our  concern  really  is 


peace,  every  one  of  us  must  be 
a  peacemaker  in  the  internation- 
al family.  A  world  controlled  by 
people  that  love  God  and  their 
fellow  men  is  the  only  sure 
foundation  for  world  peace. 

We  can  spread  peace  and  make 
this  world  a  better  place  to  live 
in  if  we  lose  our  restlessness 
and  intolerance.  We  can  spread 
peace  by  relaxing  our  emotions 
and  by  thinking  more  about 
YOU  and  not  only  about  ME. 


Thinking  About  the  News       Desmond  w.  Bimnger 
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The  Train  Was  Late 

EXCESSIVE  rains  had  made  the 
train  very  late  in  eastern  Col- 
orado. It  was  so  late  that  the 
only  way  I  could  get  across  the 
eastern  Rockies  to  meet  an  appoint- 
ment was  to  fly.  As  we  looked  up 
toward  the  high  peaks  we  saw  piled 
up  thunder  clouds  and  giant  streaks 
of  lightning  waiting  to  envelop  us. 

A  few  minutes  after  boarding  the 
plane  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
storm.  As  the  plane  careened  in  the 
updrafts  standing  first  on  one  wing 
and  then  another,  dropping  a  hun- 
dred feet  and  then  bouncing  back 
up  again,  I  became  acutely  aware  of 
the  distressed  and  frightened  cries 
of  a  tiny  baby  and  an  older  child. 

They  were  seated  a  few  seats  be- 
hind me.  The  young  mother's  face 
was  set  in  the  determined  lines  of 
one  who  is  desperately  airsick.  She 
wanted  to  reassure  the  children  and 
to  help  them,  but  her  illness  handi- 
capped her.  The  children's  food, 
some  bottles  and  the  equipment  to 
heat  them  bounced  from  her  seat 
and  slid  back  and  forth  across  the 
floor.  Other  passengers  tried  to  be 
helpful. 

The  older  child  began  to  ask  wor- 
ried questions.  As  we  bounced 
about  the  mother  tried  to  answer. 

"Why  did  we  have  to  take  daddy 
away  last  night?" 

"Because  he  had  to  protect  his 
country." 

"Where  did  he  go?" 

"To  Korea." 

"Where  is  Korea?" 

"I  don't  know.  It  is  way  far  off 
somewhere." 

"When  will  he  come  back, 
mummy?" 

"I  don't  know,"  answered  the 
mother  falteringly. 


"Will  he  have  to  fight  the  people 
over  there  with  guns?" 

"Yes,  I  guess  so.  Lefs  not  talk 
about  it  now." 

I  learned  more  about  the  story 
later.  Just  the  day  before,  this  little 
family  had  learned  that  the  daddy 
would  have  to  leave.  They  had  only 
a  few  hours  to  sell  their  car,  to  dis- 
pose of  their  furniture  and  to  ar- 
range for  mother  and  children  to 
move  in  with  the  grandparents. 
Then  they  had  flown  with  the  father 
to  a  rail  center.  They  were  now  re- 
turning, ill  and  alone.  Airsickness 
combined  with  heartsickness  to 
make  this  a  journey  of  despair. 

The  baby  stopped  crying  present- 
ly. The  older  child  looked  at  the 
wobbling  scenery  far  below.  But 
when  the  down  drafts  became  bad 
again  he  had  to  talk  to  relieve  his 
fears. 

"Why  does  daddy  have  to  go  way 
far  off  to  kill  Koreans?" 

"I  don't  know." 

"But  why  does  he,  mummy?" 

"Because  the  people  who  govern 
this  country  and  other  countries  are 
not  wise.  They  fight  when  they 
ought  to  talk  and  wait  and  pray." 

Presently  she  added.  "And  so 
people  like  us  have  to  suffer." 

The  child  was  not  satisfied  with 
this  answer.  Neither  was  the  moth- 
er. They  looked  forward  through 
the  gathering  darkness  toward  the 
place  where  the  airplane  would 
land. 

The  newspaper  columnists  began 
to  hint  that  night  that  our  govern- 
ment had  made  a  tragic  mistake  as 
concerns  Korea. 

This  mother  and  her  family  were 
thinking  about  that  too. 

Must  the  church  always  stand 
helpless  and  undecided  when  the 
future  of  families  and  of  nations  is 
at  stake? 


Autumn  at  Cambridge 
Chester  Lee  Thompson 

Medical  Lake,  Washington 

When  autumn  comes  to  Cam- 
bridge town 

And  paints  with  crimson  and 
with  gold 

The  trees  and  climbing  vine  that 
crown 

The  college  walls  so  gray  and 
old, 

There   are   no   words  that   can 

convey 
The  glory,  or  the  grace  that  falls 
Upon  the  souls  of  those  who  stray 
By  river  banks  and  ivied  walls. 

O  blessed  halls  of  academe! 
How   sweet   your  saintly   quiet 

seems, 
On    lawns    beside    the    lovely 

stream 
That  flows  so  gently  through  my 

dreams! 

The    glory    that    was    ancient 

Greece, 
Ennobled  by  the  Prince  of  Peace! 


Looking  at  Life 

Continued  from  page  9 

basement  was  cleaned  out  and 
painted  and  refurbished — not  by 
hired  carpenters  and  painters, 
but  by  the  men  and  women  of 
the  community. 

Then  a  young  minister  was 
persuaded  to  take  over  the 
church.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
chap  in  his  early  twenties.  He 
was  born  in  China,  the  son  of  a 
Presbyterian  missionary,  and  re- 
ligion to  him  is  life  itself. 

Now  let  us  skip  a  year.  Today 
that  Federated  church  of  Red- 
ding has  a  faithful  congregation 
of  almost  100.  The  Sunday 
school  is  regularly  attended  by 
forty  children.  The  basement  is 
being  enlarged  and  finished  and 
will  soon  be  the  community  cen- 
ter of  Redding,  where  citizens  of 
all  faiths  will  come  together  to 
be  American. 

A  couple  of  Sundays  ago  dur- 
ing service,  the  fire  bell  rang  its 
terrifying  sound.    The  minister 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Last  week  after  three  months  of 
terrible  suffering  my  wife  was  taken 
from  us  by  death.  It  was  a  hard 
experience  for  her,  for  our  two  chil- 
dren, Betty  7  and  Joe  5.  and  for  me. 
We  had  been  married  thirteen  years 
and  these  years  were  utterly  won- 
derful years  until  we  discovered  the 
rapidly  developing  cancer  which 
took  her  from  us.  I  know  we  can 
pull  through  this  because  we  be- 
lieve God  always  gives  us  strength 
for  what  we  must  bear.  Do  you 
have  any  suggestions  that  may  help 
me  to  be  a  good  father  to  my  chil- 
dren in  a  time  thai  is  hard  for  us 
all?  Maybe  your  answer  will  help 
some  others  in  the  same  situation.  I 
am  a  pastor  of  a  church. 

Sorrowing  Husband. 
Dear  Pastor  Friend, 

The  most  poignant  loss  is  that 
where  the  lost  one  was  richly  and 
deeply  loved  and  where  a  fabric  of 
love  and  companionship  had  been 
woven  through  the  years.  Your  be- 
loved was  evidently  the  kind  that 
makes  the  fabric  of  love  a  rich  one 
indeed.  So  these  thirteen  years 
have  been  years  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. In  that  time  you  have  given 
each  other  many  experiences  you 
will  treasure  always.  And  you  have 
given  each  other  the  children. 

It  is  possible  you  have  been  feel- 
ing as  a  minister  you  must  keep  a 
stiff  upper  lip  and  express  no  grief. 
If  so,  may  I  urge  you  to  let  grief 
have  its  way  now.  Spend  some  time 
thinking  about  your  beloved.  Let 
the  tears  of  sorrow  for  her  loss  wash 
your  soul.  Have  no  shame  for  these 
tears.  They  open  the  way  for  the 
healing  that  comes  after  expression 
of  a  true  and  noble  emotion.    Grief 


for  a  loved  one's  loss  is  as  healthy 
as  is  love.  This  expression  of  your 
sorrow  will  bring  peace  of  mind  and 
quietness  of  spirit  most  quickly. 

No  doubt  you  have  already  ex- 
plained to  the  children  that  Mother 
has  gone  away  and  cannot  come 
back.  You  must  help  them  to  know 
that  Mother  had  to  go  because  she 
was  sick,  not  because  she  wanted 
to  leave  them.  It  is  important  for 
them  to  know  and  feel  that  she 
was  not  rejecting  them. 

They  will  need  a  woman's  love 
and  care  during  the  years  ahead. 
Even  now  they  need  that.  If  you 
have  a  sister  or  mother  who  can 
live  with  you  and  give  them  the 
love  and  care  they  need,  it  would 
be  good. 

Right  now  you  are  in  no  mood  to 
think  of  remarriage.  For  the  chil- 
dren's sake  and  for  your  own,  when 
it  seems  wise  and  proper,  this  is 
probably  most  desirable.  But  it  can 
only  be  desirable  if  there  is  the 
same  fine  love  as  with  their  mother 
and  if  the  woman  is  able  genuinely 
to  accept  them  and  love  them  as 
her  own.  It  will  be  good  to  keep 
the  children  in  your  confidence  if 
you  move  in  this  direction.  Not  only 
for  their  sake  should  they  know  and 
approve,  but  you  will  be  unable  to 
tell  whether  a  woman  will  feel  like 
a  mother  to  them  unless  you  see  them 
together  in  various  circumstances. 

Nothing  will  ever  fill  the  same 
place  as  your  first  beloved.  A  new 
and  strong  love  may  fill  a  similar 
place  in  your  life  and  in  the  lives 
of  the  children.  In  the  meantime 
you  must  be  father  and  mother  in 
a  sense  until  you  are  able  to  make 
some  better  arrangement. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


was  in  the  midst  of  his  sermon. 
But  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Redding  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ment and  the  fire  truck  is  kept 
in  his  barn. 

He  called  the  men  members 
to  come  with  him  and  they 
rushed  out  to  the  fire.  His  young 
wife  kept  the  remainder  of  the 
congregation  busy  with  an- 
nouncements, reading  of  the 
Scriptures  and  singing. 


After  a  while  the  men  came 
back.  The  fire  was  out.  The 
minister,  dirty,  disheveled,  tired, 
mounted  his  pulpit  and  finished 
the  service.  There  were  tears  in 
the  eyes  of  many  of  the  women 
in  that  church — tears  of  thanks, 
I  think,  that  religion  can  be  part 
of  life. 

Copyright,  1948 
King  Features  Syndicate,  Inc. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


The  recent  Annual  Conference  appointed 
official  delegates  to  the  Constituting  Convention 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  to  be  held 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Nov.  28  to  Dec.  1,  1950.  In 
addition,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  allowed 
sixty-three  visiting  delegates.  These  delegates 
will  attend  at  their  own  expense. 

This  convention  will  be  a  historic  occasion 
marking  the  merger  of  eight  interdenomina- 
tional agencies  and  a  new  era  in  Protestant 
co-operation.  Individuals  interested  in  attend- 
ing this  convention  should  write  to  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
Illinois,  for  statements  of  certification  as  visit- 
ing delegates. 


West  Marion  church,  Ind.,  will  hold  its  home-coming 
and  rally  day  services  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1.  A  basket 
dinner  will  be  served  at  noon. 

James  Bowman  and  family  arrived  in  Lagos,  Africa, 
on  Aug.  28,  1950.  Their  address  is  Gulak,  Jos  and 
Garkida,  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 

The  Brethren  Seminar  for  1951  will  be  held  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  May  8-11,  not  in  April  as  it  was  mistak- 
enly reported  in  these  pages  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  second  Brethren  lour,  originally  scheduled  for 
Sept.  6  to  Nov.  4,  1950,  has  been  postponed  due  to  the 
world  situation.  It  might  be  that  at  some  later  date  the 
tour  can  go  as  planned. 

Foster  B.  Siatler  of  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  will  assume  the 
pastorate  of  the  Elkhart  church,  Ind.,  as  of  Sept.  25. 
His  address  after  that  date  will  be  changed  from  106 
W.  Front  St.,  Mt.  Morris,  to  1716  Benham  Ave.,  Elkhart, 
Ind.   Will  correspondents  please  note? 

Determining  to  halt  further  curtailment  in  Confer- 
ence-approved work,  Middle  Indiana  members  in  their 
recent  conference  set  their  district  giving  objective  at 
$55,000  in  support  of  the  million  dollar  program  the 
Brotherhood  authorized  at  Grand  Rapids.  This  goal  for 
the  year  beginning  Oct.  1  is  $6,684  more  than  was  given 
by  the  membership  in  the  twelve-month  period  ending 
Feb.  28,  1950.  In  reporting  the  fine  spirit  of  the  confer- 
ence, Moderator  Charles  R.  Oberlin  wrote:  "In  addition 
to  our  giving,  our  folk  will  be  praying  for  the  work." 

Rev.  A.  Wilson  Cheek,  who  has  been  director  of 
youth  work  for  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  and 
Publication  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church, 
has  been  appointed  director  of  young  people's  work 
for  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education 
as  of  Sept.  1.  He  will  also  serve  as  executive  secretary 
of  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement.  Mr.  Cheek 
succeeds  Dr.  Isaac  K.  Beckes,  who  recently  assumed 
the  presidency  of  Vincennes  University,  Vincennes, 
Ind.  Mr.  Cheek  held  pastorates  in  Conover,  Brookford 
and  Hickory,  N.  C,  and  was  active  in  church  and 
community  youth  work,  social  education  and  church 
extension  prior  to  his  national  work. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Bro.  Norman  J.  Baugher,  pastor  of  the  Long  Beach 
church,  Calif.,  informs  us  that  the  parsonage  has  been 
moved  from  1605  E.  Third  St.,  Long  Beach,  to  3201 
Magnolia  Ave.,  Long  Beach  6. 

Dry  Valley  congregation.  Middle  Pennsylvania,  will 
have  its  annual  rally  day  and  home-coming  service  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  17,  with  morning,  afternoon  and  evening 
services.   Bro.  Alvin  S.  Cox  is  the  pastor. 

T.  Quentin  Evans  has  informed  us  that  his  address 
has  been  changed  from  1322  Chase  Ave.,  Cincinnati  23, 
Ohio,  to  170  King  Ave.,  Columbus,  Ohio.  Will  his 
correspondents  kindly  note  the  change  of  address? 

Kaskaskia  church,  Beecher  City,  111.,  will  have  its 
home-coming  service  on  Sunday,  Sept.  24.  Bro.  Rufus 
Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  day.  Bro.  R.  E.  Pepple  is  the  pastor. 

Rosemary  Holderreed,  having  come  by  plane  from 
Africa,  arriving  in  New  York  Aug.  24,  was  in  Elgin  for 
a  few  hours  on  Friday,  Aug.  25.  Mail  may  be  addressed 
to  her  %  Louis  Holderreed,  167  Filer  Ave.,  W.,  Twin 
Falls,  Idaho. 

The  women's  class  of  one  of  our  churches  recently 
decided  to  send  a  Bible  as  a  gift  in  the  spirit  of  love  to 
Premier  Stalin.  They  are  planning  to  purchase  a  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible  in  the  Russian  language  and  to  send 
it  to  Moscow.  They  are  asking  the  whole  church  to  join 
them  in  a  prayer  of  peace. 

The  Virginia  Council  of  Churches  of  which  Bro. 
Minor  C.  Miller  is  secretary  has  developed  a  state-wide 
program  of  home  visitation  evangelism.  The  plan 
places  major  emphasis  upon  interpreting  the  good  news 
of  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  unchurched.  One  of 
the  pamphlets  prepared  for  use  in  the  program  is 
called  Good  News  for  the  Family.  It  is  to  be  used 
by  home  visitors  for  distribution  in  homes.  This 
pamphlet  was  written  by  Bro.  Miller. 

Bro.  John  R.  Diehl  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  a  member  of 
the  Cedar  Rapids  congregation,  has  served  in  the  Breth- 
ren ministry  in  Iowa  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Although 
he  has  been  almost  totally  disabled  in  recent  years,  he 
has  kept  himself  occupied  by  taking  Bible  correspond- 
ence courses.  At  the  age  of  eighty-one  he  began  writing 
poems.  It  is  his  hope  that  it  will  be  a  means  of  con- 
tinuing his  ministry.  In  a  recent  letter  to  his  pastor 
he  said,  "I  feel  the  great  need  of  God's  children  today  is 
more  giving  of  praise  and  less  asking  for  protection." 

The  seventh  annual  National  Convocation  -on  the 
Church  in  Town  and  Country  will  be  held  in  Columbia, 
Mo.,  Nov.  7  to  9,  1950,  as  announced  by  Dr.  Benson  Y. 
Landis,  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Town  and  Coun- 
try, through  Charles  E.  Zunkel,  secretary,  Ministry  and 
Home  Mission  Commission.  The  convocation  is  held 
each  year  to  give  church  leaders,  laymen,  social  service 
workers,  civic  groups  and  government  officials  an 
opportunity  to  exchange  views  on  the  rural  church 
and  agriculture.  Some  of  the  seminars  will  include 
The  Church  and  Farm  Policy;  The  Church  and  the 
Family  Type  Farm;  Co-operation  among  Rural  Churches; 
Co-operation  between  the  Church  and  Community 
Agencies;  and  Religious  Education.  Brethren  ministers 
and  lay  leaders  in  town  and  country,  church  -adminis- 
trators, religious  educators  and  officers  of  farm  and 
rural  community  organizations  should  plan  to  attend 
this  convocation. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening     the    Spiritual    Life 


Recent  visitors  through  the  Publishing  House  and 
General  Board  offices  are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Q.  Reed  of 
Christiansburg,  Va.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Spitler  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard  Myer,  all  of  Bringhurst,  Ind.; 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Mahaffey  of  Melvin  Hill,  N.  C,  and  Meredith 
Mahaffey  of  Chicago,  111.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Correll 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  Thompson  and  son,  all  of 
Aline,  Okla.;  Marilue  Bowman  of  Quinter,  Kansas; 
Verna  Caricofe  of  Roanoke,  Va.;  Barbara  Kirby  of 
Crimona,  Va.;  Richard  Dunagan  of  Ransom,  111.;  Ziegler 
Heilman  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.;  Shirley  Williams  of 
Fullerton,  Calif.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  Ziegler  and 
Rhoda  Ziegler,  all  of  Annville,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vernon  Flory  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay 
Kurtz  and  Lois  of  Hartville,  Ohio;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  P.  Gilbert  and  Claire,  Carolyn  and  Stanley 
Gilbert,  all  of  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Elizabethtown  College 

Beginning  her  iifty-first  year,  Elizabethtown  College 
will  welcome  a  freshman  class  of  approximately  ninety 
students  on  Sept.  13.  After  a  week  of  orientation  classes 
will  begin  on  Sept.  21. 

A  faculty  workshop  will  convene  Sept.  12  and  13 
using  the  theme,  What  Is  a  Christian  College?  Student 
leaders  will  meet  Sept.  16  and  18  in  a  planning 
conference. 

Twenty-seven  students  completing  requirements  for 
graduation  during  the  summer  sessions  received  their 
diplomas  from  President  A.  C.  Baugher  at  the  summer 
commencement  exercises  on  Aug.  18.  Caleb  Bucher, 
principal  of  the  M.  J.  Brecht  school,  Lancaster,  ad- 
dressed the  graduates. 

The  new  library  becomes  available  with  the  new 
college  year.  All  books  were  moved  during  the  summer 
and  post  sessions.  The  space  formerly  occupied  by  the 
library  has  been  converted  into  two  classrooms,  a  music 
studio,  three  piano  practice  rooms,  and  office  space  for 
three  faculty  members. 

With  the  installation  of  a  new  lighting  system  in  the 
Gibble  science  building,  all  college  classrooms  are  now 
served  by  flubrescent  lights. 

K.  Ezra  Bucher,  chairman  of  the  Planning  Commit- 
tee, announces  the  fourth  annual  NOMA  conference 
for  March  31,  1951.  The  National  Office  Management 
Association  chapters  of  the  area  will  collaborate  with 
the  college  in  planning  a  seminar  using  as  its  theme, 
Humanics,  Our  Joint  Responsibility. 

Nevin  Zuck,  pastor  of  the  Elizabethtown  church, 
will  advise  the  Student  Christian  Movement  group  this 
year. 

Evening  courses  in  business  law,  tax  accounting, 
industrial  and  labor  relations,  organic  chemistry,  cur- 
riculum in  science,  and  principles  of  accounting  will 
be  offered  the  first  semester,  according  to  Dean  H.  G. 
Bucher. 


With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Stanley  Earharl  of  Leamersville,  Pa.,  in  the  Dry  Valley 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  17— Oct.  1. 

Bro.  Glenn  J.  Frulh  of  Woodland,  Mich.,  in  the  Midland  church, 
Mich.,  Sept.  18— Oct.  1. 

Brother   and    Sister   I.   D.    Lealherman    of   Elgin,    111.,    in    the 
Boise  Valley  church,   Idaho,  Sept.  26 — Oct.   8. 

Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Morrill  church,  Kansas, 
Oct.  3-15;  in  the  Garden  City  church,  Kansas,  Oct.  16-29. 

Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  of  Kittanning,  Pa.,  in  the  Tire  Hill  church, 
Pa.,  Sept.  18— Oct.  1. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Center  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized   in  the   Nappanee   church,   Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the   Woodland   church,   Mich. 

Six  baptized  in   the  Hanover  congregation,   Pa. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Myerstown  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Front  Royal  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  in  the  Stephens  Chapel  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ohio. 

Seven   baptized   in   the   Shelby    County   church.    Mo. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Capon  Chapel  congregation,  W.  Va. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Plattsburg 
church,  Mo. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  First  church, 
Flint,  Mich. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Denver 
church,  Colo. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Irricana, 
First  church,  Canada. 

Twelve  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Roxbury 
church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the 
East  Chippewa  church,   Ohio. 

Ten  baptized,  three  awaiting  the  rite  and  two  received  by 
letter  in  the  Martinsburg-Vanclevesville   congregation,   W.   Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  September  17 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  James,  Leader  in  the  Jerusalem  Church 
—Mark  3:31-35;  6:3;  1  Cor.  15:7;  Gal.  2:9-12;  Acts  12:17;  15.  Mem- 
ory Selection:  Be  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only 
deceiving  yourselves.    James   1:22    (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  September,  We  Are  a  World  Movement. 


Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region.— North  Manchester,   Ind.   Oct.   16-19. 
Western    Region. — McPherson,    Kansas,    Nov.    10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,    Northern, — (Undecided)    Oct.    19-22. 
California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,   Oct.   12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,  Fla.,   Oct.  6-8. 
Idaho   and   Western   Montana. — Nampa,    Idaho,    Oct.   26-28. 
Iowa,   Southern. — Ottumwa,    Sept.    16-18. 
Kansas,   Northeastern. — Navarre,    Sept.    22-24. 
Kansas,  Northwestern, — Portis,  Oct.   13-15. 
Kansas,   Southeastern, — Scott  Valley,    Oct.   20-22. 
Kansas,  Southwestern. — Wichita,  First,  Oct.  6-8. 
Maryland,  Eastern.— Thurmont,  Sept.  22,  23. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh   Run,   Pa.,   Oct.   24-26. 
Maryland,  Western. — Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Middle. — Spring  Branch,   Sept.  30 — Oct.  2. 
Missouri,    Northern. — Rockingham,    Oct.    20-22. 
Nebraska. — South  Beatrice,  Oct.  13-15. 
Oregon. — Nicholas   Gardens,   Oct.   25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,   Nov.   1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,   Middle. — Woodbury,    Oct.    17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  S.E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. 

— Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Nov.  7,  8. 
Pennsylvania,   Southern. — Codorus,    Oct.   24,   25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — (Undecided)  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington. — Seattle,   Olympic   View,   November    (Undecided). 


LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois 
Oct.  7,  all  day,  Woodland. 


Ohio 
Oct.  7,  Potsdam. 


Indiana 

Sept.  16,  8  pm,  Upper  Fall 

Creek. 
Oct.  14,  Lafayette. 
Oct.  14,  Osceola. 
Oct.  21,  10  am,  Brick. 

Kansas 

Sept.  30,  Olathe. 

Maryland 
Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 

Michigan 
Oct.  5,  8  pm,  Woodland. 

Minnesota 
Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Woodland. 


Pennsylvania 

Sept.  17,   Geiger. 

Oct.   1,   Dunnings   Creek,   Hol- 

singer. 
Oct.    1,   Philadelphia,   First. 
Oct.  1,  6  pm,   Reading. 
Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  Dry  Valley. 
Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  New  Enterprise. 
Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Meyersdale. 
Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 
Oct.  7,  Hatfield. 
Oct  14,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 
Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam. 
Oct.    14,     15,    10:30  am,    Falling 

Springs. 
Oct.  15,  6  pm,  Hanover. 
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Opportunity  at  Fresno 


A  recent  letter  from  Bro.  Keller  proved 
so  interesting  that  we  took  the  liberty  of 
adapting  it  to  make  this  article. 

The  area  on  the  outskirts  of  Fresno 
described  here  presents  opportunities  for 
a  year-round  project  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  in  progress  at  South  Modesto 
(ninety  miles  farther  north)  for  two  years 
with  notable  success.  The  Fresno  work, 
however,  is   with  Negroes. 


SINCE  our  work  camp  group  at 
Fresno  was  largely  feminine, 
we  decided  to  go  into  a  recrea- 
tion and  crafts  program  and  include 
singing  and  some  storytelling.  We 
contacted  two  Negro  churches,  each 
in  a  different  area,  and  asked  them 
whether  they  would  be  receptive 
to  such  a  program  for  their  young 
people. 

There  was  no  space  in  either  of 
the  neighborhoods  for  outdoor  play, 
and  we  found  that  we  had  to  restrict 
our  activities  to  the  small  confines 
of  each  church.  Since  each  was  only 
one  small  room  in  size,  we  thought 
that  a  morning  program  in  one  and 
an  afternoon  program  in  the  other 
would  be  sufficient. 

Each  of  these  areas  has  many 
things  in  common.  They  are  both 
Negro.  Both  have  dwellings  which 
are  largely  shacks  and  tents,  all 
crowded  into  rather  small  areas. 
There  are  no  trees  in  either  of  the 
areas,  and  only  one  or  two  of  the 
homes  have  lawns,  very  small  ones. 

The  people  "work  in  the  crops." 
But,  instead  of  moving  on  as  the 
migratory  worker  does,  they  have 
settled  permanently.  Some  have 
been  in  the  area  as  long  as  six  years. 
I  think  they  are  trying  to  raise 
their  standard  of  living  by  staying 
in  one  place.  But  they  are  finding 
it  extremely  hard  because  there  is 
no  agricultural  work  to  be  had  dur- 
ing five  to  seven  months  of  the  year. 

The  church  in  the  larger  of  the 
two  areas  is  made  of  clapboards 
with  a  wooden  shingle  roof.  The 
cracks  between  the  boards  are  fairly 
large  at  places,  and  the  windows 
are  few  and  not  too  large  at  that. 


Chester  Z.  Keller 

Project  Director,  Fresno,  California 


It  was  in  this  church,  where  con- 
ditions were  the  most  unfavorable, 
that  we  felt  we  made  our  greatest 
progress. 

During  the  last  half  of  our  work 
camp  period  five  girls  and  I  worked 
on  the  project.  Mary  Bowman  of 
Oak  Park,  111.,  took  charge  of  the 
crafts  program,  and  several  of  the 
girls  assisted  her.  Audra  Miller  of 
Franklin  Grove,  111.,  took  charge  of 
the  singing.  Two  other  girls  took 
turns  at  different  times.  The  other 
campers  were  Norma  Lou  Barnhizer 
of  Cicero,  Ind.,  Jessie  Mason  of 
Chico,  Calif.,  and  Jan  Warner,  a 
B.  V.  S.  volunteer  stationed  at 
Fresno. 

All  of  us  did  our  share  of  story- 
telling and  directing  of  recreation 
indoors.  For  short  periods  we  took 
the  smaller  group  out  into  the  dusty 
road  to  play  a  few  active  games. 
At  one  church  we  had  an  older 
group    of    youngsters    and    devoted 
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No,  this  is  not  a  scene  from  Africa.  These 
are  children  who  enjoyed  the  efforts  of 
the  Fresno,  Calif.,  work  campers  as 
described  on   these  pages. 


part  of  the  time  to  Bible  teaching. 

During  the  first  week  we  became 
acquainted  with  the  community  by 
visiting  the  various  community 
chest  agencies.  We  also  drove 
through  the  areas  of  need  and  in- 
troduced the  group  to  the  two  Negro 
churches  and  their  leaders. 

During  three  evenings  of  the  first 
week  we  had  forums  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  Fresno  Church  of  the 
Brethren  to  which  we  invited  its 
members.  The  second  week  we  had 
two  forums.  The  third  week  we 
had  one,  to  which  we  invited  a  few 
of  the  Negro  mothers  from  one  of 
their  two  churches.  They  were  very 
happy  for  the  invitation  and  told 
us  many  times  how  much  they  ap- 
preciated meeting  with  us  in  our 
church  to  discuss  the  problems  that 
face  youth. 

At  this  meeting  we  had  the  pro- 
bation officer  explain  his  work  and 
how  the  state  attempts  to  rehabili- 
tate delinquent  children.  The  moth- 
ers said  that  they  would  like  more 
of  their  people  to  know  how  the 
probation  officer  works.  They  won- 
dered if  he  could  come  to  their  own 
church  to  speak  on  the  same  topic. 
I  immediately  said  "yes."  A  little 
later  we  had  a  community  meeting 
at  one  of  the  Negro  churches.  We 
also  invited  some  of  the  interested 
Brethren.  Our  meeting  proved 
fruitful. 

On  July  9  our  work  camp  group 
conducted  a  panel  discussion  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  during  the 
worship  hour.  We  shared  with  our 
church  people  what  we  are  doing, 
our  joy  and  delight  in  working  with 
the  children,  etc.  I  think  it  was 
fairly  successful,  and  there  may  be 
considerable  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  local  members  in  helping  in 
an  ongoing  program. 

The  local  Brethren,  by  the  way, 
treated  us  very  cordially.  Several 
members  gave  us  the  use  of  their 
cars  for  our  transportation  needs. 
One  gave  us  his  car  for  two  weeks 
and  also  paid  for  the  gas  and  a 
ticket  to  Yosemite  National  Park 
for  the  work  camp  group.  We  were 
invited  to  a  number  of  Brethren 
homes  for  meals,  and  the  Brethren 


also  brought  food  for  our  kitchen. 
We  were  also  given  the  use  of  a 
panel  truck  to  take  the  work  camp 
group  to  Peaceful  Pines,  the  North- 
ern California  district's  church  camp. 
On  our  way  we  stopped  at  South 
Modesto  and  went  to  church.  Gene 
Palsgrove  is  doing  a  wonderful  job 
there. 

When  we  finished  our  program  at 
the  two  Negro  churches,  we  had 
fifty  to  sixty  children  participating 
at  one  church  and  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  at  the  other. 

Out  of  our  closing  evaluation  ses- 
sion came  some  ideas  for  a  future 
program  in  the  area.  It  was  felt 
that  our  goal  should  be  to  produce 
or  create  a  better  Christian  com- 
munity. Many  things  could  be  done. 
The  most  obvious  need  is  a  recrea- 
tion program  based  on  Christian 
principles.  There  are  others  too, 
such  as  a  community  center  where 
a  permanent  crafts  program  could 
be  conducted  and  adult  education 
classes    held. 

It  was  also  felt  that,  if  the  need 
presented  itself  strongly  enough, 
we  might  think  of  starting  a  church 
and  working  from  that  angle  as 
they  are  at  South  Modesto.  In  one 
of  the  two  areas  the  church  we 
worked  in  has  few  members  and 
does  not  fully  represent  the  com- 
munity. Many  of  the  children  and 
most  of  the   mothers  who  showed 


Above,  one  of  the  Negro  churches  served 
by  the  Fresno  work  camp.  Gathered  in 
front  are  the  children  with  whom  the 
campers  worked. 

Left,  the  children  came  running  whenever 
the   campers   appeared. 


interest  in  our  program  are  not 
members  of  this  church.  Our  group 
felt  strongly,  though,  that  any  ac- 
tion toward  starting  a  church  should 
be  taken  only  if  the  community 
expressed  a  need. 

Our  work  campers  became  a  very 
closely  knit  group.  We  had  forums, 
much  work,  good  Brethren  fellow- 
ship, discussions  and  other  activities 
which  all  helped  to  bring  us  close 
to  one  another.  In  our  evaluation 
session  the  group  testified  to  this 
over   and    over   again. 

More  About 
Peace  Literature 

Two  weeks  ago,  when  several 
items  of  peace  literature  were  de- 
scribed, space  was  lacking  for  the 
complete  list.    Here  are  some  more. 

The  Scriptural  Basis  of  Pacifism. 
A  handy  leaflet  reviewing  the  prin- 
cipal Bible  texts  with  a  bearing  on 
peace   and  war.    Free. 

The  Brethren  Peace  Testimony  in 
1950.  Prepared  by  Dan  West,  this 
is  a  mimeographed  review  of  what 
Annual  Conference  has  said  in  re- 
cent years  about  peace,  war  and 
military  service.    Free. 

America,  Russia,  and  the  Bomb. 
A  new  booklet  by  the  National 
Council  Against  Conscription.  A  fac- 
tual, hard-hitting  analysis  of  pres- 
ent-day Russian-American  relations 
and  what  led  up  to  them.  Single 
copies,  25  cents. 

New  Evidence  on  the  Militariza- 
tion of  America.  Also  by  the  Na- 
tional Council  Against.  Conscription. 
The  title  is  self-explanatory.  Just  as 
factual  and  hard-hitting.  Single 
copies,  25  cents. 

The  Prince  of  Peace.  A.  C.  Wieand. 


Compilation  of  New  Testament 
Scriptures  showing  what  Jesus 
taught  about  peace.  Single  copies,  5 
cents.  In  quantites  of  10  or  more,  2 
cents  each. 

The  New  Testament  Basis  of  Paci- 
fism. George  MacGregor.  It  discuss- 
es in  detail  all  New  Testament  texts 
which  relate  to  the  problem  of  peace 
or  war.  Paper  bound,  50  cents. 

We  also  hope  in  a  few  more  weeks 
to  have  ready  Tell  Me  What  You 
Really  Think  by  Julian  Griggs,  who 
worked  on  peace  education  assign- 
ments in  the  Brethren  Service  office 
for  several  years.  This  will  be  a 
study  guide  on  Brethren  Volunteer 
Service  and  problems  of  the  draft. 
Will  probably  be  25  cents  per  copy. 


Film  About  Food 

The  film  The  World  Is  Rich  deals 
with  the  problem  of  providing 
enough  food  for  all  the  people  of 
the  world.  Prepared  in  1945  to  in- 
troduce the  work  of  the  newly  or- 
ganized Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  (FAO)  of  the  United 
Nations,  the  picture  still  has  suf- 
ficient interest  and  value  to  be 
worth   an  evening  in  your  church. 

The  subject  matter  includes  the 
needs  of  the  hungry  parts  of  the 
world,  the  uneven  production  and 
distribution  of  our  present  food 
supply,  the  tragic  starvation  caused 
by  war,  and  how  precious  food  is 
lost  by  waste,  poor  farming  meth- 
ods, erosion  and  ignorance. 

To  people  like  the  Brethren,  with 
a  rural  background  and  an  interest 
in  the  physical  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  all  men,  this  picture  brings  an 
impressive    message. 

Some  viewers  may  consider  a  few 
scenes  too  repulsive,  and  at  a  few 
points  the  film  is  now  out  of  date. 
These  defects  are  minor,  however, 
compared  with  the  picture's  many 
good  points.  Its  running  time  is 
forty  minutes,  and  it  can  be  secured 
at  the  new  low  rental  of  $4.00  if 
ordered  from  the  Audio-Visual  Ed- 
ucation Department,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,   111. 


Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  is 
one  college  among  non-Brethren 
groups  which  has  given  a  substantial 
sum  toward  the  support  of  our 
Brethren  Service  program.  They 
contributed  $937.16  for  this  purpose 
this  year.  This  should  be  a  challenge 
to  our  own  Brethren  groups  to  do 
more. 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


FOR  more  than  twenty-five  years 
there  has  been  a  well-estab- 
lished program  for  training 
volunteer  church  school  workers,  of 
whom  there  are  now  2,500,000  in 
the  United  States.  This  training  has 
depended  rather  largely  on  printed 
books,  lectures  and  verbal  discus- 
sions. The  program  will  be  ad- 
vanced greatly  this  year  with  the 
completion  of  a  series  of  audio- 
visual materials  to  be  used  widely 
throughout  the   country.    With  this 


new  leadership  audio-visual  kit, 
Protestant  churches  will  be  able  to 
use  the  miracle  of  sight  and  sound 
in  the  training  of  more  effective 
teachers  and  officers. 

The  kit  of  new  tools  for  leader- 
ship education  is  being  developed 
by  eighteen  denominations  through 
the  International  Council  of  Reli- 
gious Education.  The  eighteen  de- 
nominations which  are  co-operating 
in  the  project  are  American  Luther- 
an,   American    Baptist,     Augustana 


New  Audio-visual  Aids 
For  Leadership  Training 

C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission 

The    new   audio-visual   units    described   here   are   designed   to   train 
leaders  more  effectively  for  the  adventure  of  teaching 
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Evangelical  Lutheran,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed,  Evangelical 
United  Brethren,  Five  Year  Meeting 
of  Friends,  Free  Methodist,  Meth- 
odist, National  Baptist,  Presbyteri- 
an (U.S.),  Presbyterian  (U.S.A.), 
Protestant  Episcopal,  Reformed, 
United  Church  of  Canada,  United 
Lutheran,  and  United  Presbyterian. 
Scores  of  experts  have  been  at  work 
and  thousands  of  hours  have  been 
spent  in  preparing  these  new 
resources. 

The  purposes  of  the  audio-visuals 
are  stated  as  follows: 

"(1)  To  help  prospective  and  ex- 
perienced teachers  see  the  impor- 
tance of  teaching,  realize  the  need 
of  training,  and  develop  the  skill 
needed  in  teaching. 

"(2)  To  help  administrators  of  the 
local  church  program  see  the  im- 
portance of  teaching,  and  to  assist 
them  in  the  training  of  workers  for 
the  local  church." 

The  kit  will  be  used  especially 
as  resource  material  for  workers' 
conferences,  leadership  education 
courses,  conferences  and  institutes 
for  church  school  teachers,  minis- 
ters, and  superintendents,  meetings 
of  boards  and  committees  of  Chris- 
tian education  in  local  churches  and 
councils,  and  in  the  recruitment  and 
training  of  new  teachers. 

Included  in  the  kit  will  be  nine 
black  and  white  filmstrips  with  rec- 
ords, one  color  filmstrip  with  script, 
a  leader's  guide  for  each  filmstrip, 
and  an  over-all  guide  for  the  series. 
The  ten  units  are: 

1.  Leads  to  Leadership — telling 
how  a  board  of  Christian  education 
was  revived  and  found  leaders  for 
the  church. 

2.  The  Great  Adventure — showing 
why  a  young  man  decides  to  teach  a 
class  another  year. 

3.  No  Two  Alike — emphasizing  the 
fact  that  no  two  persons  are  alike  in 
heredity,  environment  and  their  re- 
actions to  these. 

4.  As  the  Twig  Is  Bent — illustrat- 
ing the  various  stages  in  the  growth 
of  one  person  from  infancy  to  adult- 
hood. 

5.  How  Persons  Learn — outlining 
what  is  meant  by  learning  and  how 
learning  takes  place. 

6.  Making  the  Most  of  Rooms  and 
Equipment — showing  what  environ- 
ment is  needed  for  good  teaching  and 


Remittance  Form 

General  Brotherhood  Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren 
22  South  State  Street,   Elgin,  Illinois 

Dear  Brethren: 

Understanding  each  member's  giving   in  the   September  Achievement  Offering  will  be 

a  vital  factor  in  maintaining  the  world  ministry  of  the  church,  unhampered  by  a  deficit, 

I  (we)  enclose  $ 

Name     Street  or  R.F.D 

City    State     

Congregation    District     


how  to  make  the  best  use  of  present 
rooms  and  equipment. 

7.  The  Teacher  Prepares — suggest- 
ing the  steps  to  take  in  preparing  a 
church  school  lesson. 

8.  The  Teacher  Teaches — outlining 
the  major  ways  of  teaching  and  il- 
lustrating the  use  of  these  methods 
in  one  class. 

9.  The  Growing  Teacher — describ- 
ing how  one  teacher  develops  and 
how  her  pupils  grow  under  her  in- 
fluence. 

10.  The  Superintendent  and  His 
Task — telling  how  one  superintend- 
ent solved  his  various  church  school 
problems. 

Packaged  in  a  convenient  carrying 
case,  the  kit  will  sell  for  $65  (long- 
playing  records)  and  $75  (regular 
records).  It  will  be  released  for  sale 
October  15  and  will  be  available 
through  denominational  bookstores, 
state  councils,  or  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  Chi- 
cago. Order  from  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  Elgin,  111. 

You  will  even  be  taught  how  to 
use  these  tools  effectively.  A  nation- 
wide series  of  institutes  and  confer- 
ences   on    leadership    education    is 


scheduled  for  the  fall  and  winter 
to  launch  this  new  kit  of  audio- 
visual materials  and  to  strengthen 
the  whole  program  for  training 
church  workers. 

Sponsored  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  the 
institute  program  began  at  the  sev- 
enth international  workshop  in 
audio-visual  education  at  Green 
Lake,  Wis.,  Aug.  28— Sept.  2. 

There  six  teams  of  national  lead- 
ers were  trained  to  lead  eighteen 
two-day  regional  institutes  through- 
out the  country.  The  institutes  will 
be  held  in  the  following  cities  under 
sponsorship  of  state  and  local  coun- 
cils of  churches  and  co-operating 
denominations: 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Oct.  17,  18  (ten- 
tative); Atlanta,  Ga.,  Oct.  19-20; 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  24,  25;  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  Oct.  26,  27;  Lansing, 
Mich.,  Oct.  30,  31;  Albany,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  2;  Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  3,  4; 
Toronto,  Canada,  Seattle,  Wash., 
and  Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  6,  7;  Portland, 
Oregon,  Nov.  8,  9;  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
and  Dallas,  Texas  (tentative),  Nov. 
9,  10;  Denver,  Colo.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  Sacramento,  Calif.,  Nov. 
13,  14;  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Nov.  15, 


16;  and  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  Nov.  16,  17. 

Your  district  or  your  local  church 
should  be  represented  in  one  of 
these  regional  institutes. 

From  Nov.  1  through  next  March 
leaders  trained  in  the  regional  meet- 
ings will  hold  denominational  and 
interdenominational  institutes  in 
hundreds  of  communities. 

The  end  goal  is  to  accelerate  the 
leadership  education  program  in 
tens  of  thousands  of  local  churches 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  should 
not  lag  behind  in  this  important 
advance. 

For  Your  Rural  Church 

The  bulletins  listed  below,  we 
believe,  will  be  of  help  to  many 
rural  ministers  and  their  congre- 
gations. They  are  publications  of 
the  Department  of  the  Rural 
Church,  Drew  Theological  Seminary. 
The  Home  of  the  Rural  Pasior.  A 
study  of  1171  parsonages.  Contains 
suggestions  for  improving  parson- 
ages, also  plans  for  new  ones.  70 
photographs.  112  pp.  (  )  1  copy 
40c,  (  )  3  copies  $1. 
Men  Working.  Discusses  60  different 
kinds  of  work  laymen  are  now  doing 
to  improve  their  church  property. 
72  pp.  58  photographs.  (  )  1  copy 
30c,  (  )  4  copies  $1. 
The  Church  and  the  Land.  A  study 
of  412  families  showing  the  relation 
of  land  ownership,  soil  conservation, 
the  standard  of  living  and  church 
activities.  44  pp.  (  )  1  copy  25c, 
(       )  5  copies  $1. 

These  My  Brethren.  A  study  of 
1542  Negro  families  and  570  Negro 
churches  in  the  rural  south.  104  pp. 
(  )  1  copy  40c,  (  )  3  copies  $1. 
One  Foot  on  the  Land.  Stories  of  16 
successful  rural  churches.  96  pp. 
(  )  1  copy  30c,  (  )  4  copies  $1. 
New  Ministers.  A  study  of  1978 
ministerial  students.  Helpful  to  pas- 
tors and  Sunday-school  teachers  in 
enlisting  young  men  for  the  minis- 
try. 32  pp.  (  )  1  copy  15c,  (  )  10 
copies  $1. 

A  Hundred  Games  for  Rural  Com- 
munities. A  guide  to  help  leaders 
carry  on  an  effective  program  of 
recreation.  66  pp.  (  )  1  copy  30c, 
(       )   4  copies  $1. 

These  bulletins  may  be  ordered 
at  the  prices  listed  from  the  Rural 
Church  Department,  Drew  Universi- 
ty, Madison,  N.  J.  Check  in  the 
parentheses  (X)  the  bulletins  de- 
sired. Cut  out  and  send  with 
stamps,  postal  order  or  check.  Be 
sure  to  include  your  name  and 
address. 
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Hh   Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetia  C.  Mow 


A  Crack  in  the  Wall  of  Prejudice 


Chapter  I 

SOME  two  months  ago  I  walked 
through  the  village  of  Llano 
Chico  selling  Testaments  and 
copies  of  the  Gospels.  Stopping  in 
front  of  one  particular  house,  I  called 
to  the  young  woman,  inviting  her  to 
examine  the  literature  I  had.  The 
answer  was  a  quick  rebuff.  As  if 
frightened  at  even  the  thought  of 
seeing  a  Protestant  in  the  road  be- 
fore her  house,  she  turned  and  ran 
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inside,  muttering  hatred  as  she  went. 
I  walked  on,  my  heart  a  bit  heavier 
with  the  loneliness  that  always  goes 
with  being  a  foreigner  either  of  race, 
birth,  idea  or  faith.  I  tried  to  forgive 
and  kept  offering  Bibles  for  sale. 
Chapter  II 
About  a  month  ago  there  walked 
into  my  little  office  at  the  mission 
farm  a  young  man,  asking  some  kind 
of  medical  help.  His  leg  had  been 
injured  a  week  before  while  playing 
football  and  was  now  infected, 
swollen  and  hot.    Behind  him,  half 


A  copy  of  the  Bible  in  Spanish 
against  the  map  of  South  America. 
Distribution  of  the  Scriptures  is 
reported  to  be  constantly  expand- 
ing throughout  the  continent  as  the 
result  of  intensified  Protestant  mis- 
sionary work 


J.  Benton  Rhoades 

Quito,  Ecuador 
Photo  by  Religious  News   Service 


fearful  and  half  ashamed,  walked  his 
wife,  the  same  young  woman  who  a 
month  before  had  refused  me  even 
entrance  to  the  patio  of  their  house 
because  of  the  "heretical"  gospel  that 
I  carried  in  my  hand.  Realizing  the 
danger  of  blood  poisoning  and  the 
impossibility  of  the  long  walk  to 
Quito  to  a  doctor,  they  begged  for 
any  kind  of  medicine.  The  last  dose 
of  fresh  penicillin  was  already  prom- 
ised for  the  following  day  to  a  little 
girl  with  bronchial  pneumonia.  I 
remembered  that  I  had  put  back  a 
bottle  of  non-refrigerated  penicillin, 
brought  back  from  furlough.  This 
was  the  emergency.  I  gave  him  one 
injection  and  went  to  Llano  Chico  to 
give  another  the  following  day.  By 
that  time  the  infection  was  passing. 
In  the  home  we  had  brief  prayer, 


thanking  God  for  healing.  Then  fol- 
lowed an  unhurried  visit  during 
which  three  neighbors  came  to  the 
house,  asking  that  I  stop  at  their 
homes  to  see  sick  people  before  leav- 
ing the  village. 


Chapter  III 

Last  week  I  passed  through  Llano 
Chico  again  selling  Bibles.  The 
young  man  healed  a  month  ago  came 
out  to  the  street  to  meet  me  and  to 
buy.    It  was  about  noon  and,  as  we 


stood  visiting,  the  wife  invited  me 
to  stay  for  lunch.  During  lunch  the 
husband  remarked,  "I  guess  it  is 
only  when  we  help  one  another  in 
time  of  need  that  we  learn  to  love 
one  another." 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


More  Home  Mission   Briefs 


Room  Is  Added  to  Flat  Creek 
Church  in  Kentucky 

When  a  church  "bulges  at  the 
seams"  more  room  is  needed  for 
the  expanding  program.  The  young, 
growing  church  at  Flat  Crek  in  Clay 
County,  Ky.,  had  an  extension  made 
to  the  church  to  care  for  the  steadily 
growing  fellowship  at  that  place. 
The  building  was  done  by  Pastor 
Ferdie  Rohrer  and  his  co-workers. 
The  panorama  view  shows  the  addi- 
tion to  the  church  with  its  tar-paper 
siding.  The  parsonage  is  nestled  in 
a  picturesque  mountain  setting. 

Sister  Rohrer  give's  a  few  re- 
corded statistics  for  July:  "Ferdie 
preached  six  sermons  and  conducted 
the  communion  service.  .  .  .  We 
taught  eleven  classes.  .  .  .  There 
were  six  prayer  meetings.  .  .  .  We 
wrote  fourteen  letters  for  church 
work.    Ferdie  made  seventeen  calls 


(I  don't  go  very  often).  ...  He  made 
four  trips  to  take  others  to  the 
doctor.  We  had  117  visitors  in  our 
home.  (That  may  explain  satisfac- 
torily why  I  didn't  go  out  to  visit 
much!)  We  served  forty  meals  to 
guests  and  cared  for  sixteen  over- 
night guests.  We  had  six  week- 
night  young  people's  meetings." 

Bro.  Allen  Weldy,  a  schoolteacher 
layman  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  his 
wife  spent  two  weeks  during  the 
past  summer  helping  with  the  work 
at  Flat  Creek.  In  addition  to  help- 
ing in  the  services  the  Weldys 
helped  with  the  communion  service 
and  its  preparation,  with  visitation 
and  with  the  building  and  painting 
of  the  buildings.  Sister  Rohrer  says 
of  the  Weldys,  who  gave  freely  of 
their  time  and  energy,  "The  Weldys 
are  much  interested  in  the  work 
here.  They  are  indeed  remarkable 
people.   Everyone  loved  them." 


Your  sharing  through  the  Achieve- 
ment Offering  undergirds  the  Broth- 
erhood program  around  the  world. 


The  Flat  Creek  church  is  at  the  left  fore- 
ground, the  parsonage  in  the  center,  the 
Frontier  Nursing  home  at  the  right  back- 
ground and  Mareta  Shrider's  cottage  at 
the  left  background 


Peace    Action    Among   the 

Children  at  Covington, 

Washington 

Clement  Bontrager,  pastor  of  the 
Covington  church,  Wash.,  tells  this 
peace-action  story,  "One  of  the  most 
interesting  things  to  happen  here 
without  expecting  the  thing  to  take 
on  quite  the  proportions  it  did  had 
its  beginning  one  evening  when  the 
pastor  was  picking  up  some  children 
for  junior  choir.  One  of  the  girls 
asked,  'If  another  war  comes,  would 
we  become  DP's?'  The  pastor  said, 
'We  would  be  worse  than  DP's.' 
Then  the  children  asked  what  could 
be  done  about  it  all.  The  minister 
suggested  that  they  write  to  con- 
gressmen at  Washington.  Only  one 
girl  wrote  to  Senator  Warren  G. 
Magnusson.  The  extreme  simplicity 
and  childlikeness  of  her  letter 
caught  the  imagination  of  people. 
Soon  a  reporter  from  one  of  the 
Seattle  papers  came  to  interview 
her  and  her  mother.  Her  picture 
got  into  the  paper.  Her  story  went 
out  over  leased  wire.  She  got  mail 
about  it  from  great  distances.  The 
item  got  into  Quick  magazine  and 
into  Newsweek.  Here  is  a  part  of 
her  letter  to  Senator  Mangusson: 
'For  pity's  sake  stop  war.  It  sure 
causes  a  lot  of  trouble.'  " 
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September,  1950 
Dear  Supporter  of  Missions: 

One  Sunday  as  I  was  worshiping  in  Shanghai,  I  dropped  the 
equivalent  of  fifty  cents  into  the  offering.  As  the  minister 
prayed  a  blessing  on  the  gift  and  the  givers,  he  used  the  words, 
"These  gifts  are  a  token  of  our  love  for  our  Lord."  These  words 
started  a  train  of  thought  running  through  my  mind.  Fifty  cents, 
what  a  small  token  of  love  to  One  who  had  done  so  much  for  me ! 
Christ  said,  "Those  who  love  much  have  been  forgiven  much."  Then 
I  thought  of  the  scene  in  Simon's  house  of  Mary  breaking  the 
bottle  of  precious  ointment  over  Christ's  feet  because  she  loved 
much.  Her  love  caused  her  to  be  willing  to  give  much.  If  we 
could  only  realize  what  Jesus  means  to  each  of  us  and  to  our 
community  and  nation,  I  believe  we  would  love  him  more,  and  in 
turn  be  willing  to  give  more  as  a  token  of  our  love. 

Today  our  program  of  mission  work  is  much  curtailed  in 
China.  When  I  think  of  the  cry  for  help  in  India,  Africa,  South 
America,  Europe  and  even  in  the  United  States,  I  am  convinced 
there  are  real  opportunities  for  our  witness.  We  should  leave  no 
stones  unturned,  no  opportunities  should  pass  us,  to  prevent 
happening  in  these  countries  what  is  happening  in  China  today. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  not  wise,  in  my  opinion,  when  she 
has  the  worker  trained  and  ready  to  go  into  a  needy  field,  and 
does  not  send  him  forth.  If  we  would  realize  what  Christ  has 
done  for  each  one  of  us,  we  surely  would  be  glad  to  give  just  a 
little  more  in  order  to  make  it  possible  to  send  out  all  who 
want  to  go  to  serve  Christ  in  needy  places. 

How  do  we  think  God  can  answer  our  prayers  for  peace  and 
world  brotherhood  if  we  live  in  prosperity  and  fail  to  send  out 
messengers  of  goodwill  and  peace  to  preach  this  gospel  of  broth- 
erhood? It  is  the  only  method  which  will  save  the  world.  We  need 
a  world  brotherhood;  we  need  to  love  God  with  all  our  strength, 
soul  and  might  and  our  neighborhood  as  ourselves.  Then  we  will 
have  real  peace  among  the  nations  ;  distrust  will  disappear. 
Genuine  Christianity  will  solve  all  our  world  problems  if  men 
will  only  follow  Christ's  commandments;  but  how  can  the  nations 
know  without  a  preacher,  and  how  can  they  preach  these  command- 
ments if  they  are  not  sent? 

While  in  China  I  was  impressed  with  the  willingness  on  the 
part  of  the  Communist  soldier  and  worker  to  sacrifice  for  their 
cause.  Very  poorly  fed  and  clothed,  with  only  a  little  spending 
money,  they  seemed  to  be  very  content  as  they  tried  to  change 
the  present  system  of  economy.  When  I  compare  what  they  are 
working  for  (a  corruptible  crown)  with  what  we  are  working  for — 
a  crown  which  fadeth  not  away — I  am  surprised  that  we  are  so 
little  concerned  about  the  church's  program  of  evangelism.  I 
will  confess  to  everyone  who  reads  this  that  I  am  alarmed  about 
our  unwillingness  to  sacrifice,  and  our  failure  to  realize  how 
materialism  is  creeping  up  in  opposition  to  our  Christian  pro- 
gram. It  is  so  important  that  we  do  our  best — the  Achievement 
Offering  is  one  timely  opportunity  to  do  it — if  we  would  merit 
the  "well  done"  of  our  Master. 

Yours  in  deep  concern, 

Ernest  M.  Wampler 


General 

Religious  News 


Ask  Wartime  Prohibition 
Measures 

Wartime  prohibition  measures 
were  asked  in  a  resolution  sent  to 
President  Truman  by  the  National 
Prohibition  Committee,  which  met 
at  Winona  Lake,  Ind. 

The  resolution  referred  to  the 
need  for  protecting  members  of  the 
armed  forces  from  the  effects  of 
intoxicants,  and  also  called  atten- 
tion to  the  saving  of  billions  of 
bushels  of  grain  that  would  be 
achieved   by   prohibition. 

The  committee  urged  "suppression 
of  vicious  interests  which  prey  upon 
men  and  women  and  which  wreck 
character,  produce  disease  and  dis- 
qualify them  for  the  protection  of 
this  country." 

Minnesota  Church  Council 
Sponsors  "Vermont  Plan" 

Seventeen  Negro  and  Mexican 
children  ranging  in  ages  from  nine 
to  twelve  were  guests  in  homes  of 
white  families  in  six  communities 
of  Minnesota. 

Their  visits  were  arranged  by  the 
race  relations  committee  of  the 
Minnesota  Council  of  Churches. 
This  was  the  fourth  year  the  "Ver- 
mont Plan"  interracial  project  has 
been  carried  out  in  Minnesota. 

Members  of  Evangelical  United 
Brethren,  Congregational  Christian 
and  Presbyterian  U.  S.  A.  churches 
served  as  their  hosts. 

Pacifists  Ask  Churches  to 
Renounce  War 

A  Christian  spirit  of  pacifism  and 
reconciliation  was  proclaimed  as  the 
urgent  need  of  the  hour  in  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Council  of  the 
International  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation in  The  Netherlands.  The 
resolutions  grew  out  of  recommen- 
dations made  by  the  organization's 
postwar  international  conference 
held  immediately  before  the  council 
meeting. 

In  one  of  the  resolutions  the  group 
appealed  to  the  Christian  churches 
"to  refuse  their  sanction  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  armaments  and  to  all  re- 
course to  war." 

It  asked  them  "to  urge  church 
members  to  search  their  consciences 
as  to  whether  as  disciples  of  Christ 
they  must  not  henceforth  abstain 
from  taking  part  in  war  but  commit 
themselves  wholly  to  Christ's  way  of 
nonviolent,  reconciling  love."  The 
resolution  said  that  in  modern  fight- 


ing defense  is  impossible,  and  "the 
conditions  of  a  just  war  as  denned 
by  theologians  in  the  past"  could  no 
longer  exist.  Gratitude  was  ex- 
pressed "for  the  will  to  peace  and 
international  co-operation  increas- 
ingly evidenced  in  the  counsels  of 
the  churches." 

In  another  resolution  the  council 
declared:  "We  are  convinced  that 
neither  the  immediate  question  of 
Korea  nor  the  larger  East-West 
problem  can  be  definitely  solved  by 
military  means." 

Congregation  Worships  in 
Collapsible  Structure 

A  collapsible  structure  that  folds 
up  like  an  accordion  is  temporarily 
serving  the  membership  of  the  First 
Brethren  church  in  Whittier,  Calif. 
Complete  with  pews,  pulpit  and 
steeple,  the  church  can  be  folded  into 
a  thirty  by  eight  foot  trailer,  hitched 
to  the  rear  of  an  automobile  and 
hauled  away.  Unfolded,  it  has  720 
square  feet  of  floor  space.  Some  120 
worshipers  are  using  it  until  a  per- 
manent church  is  built. 

The   trailer   church   was   modeled 
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after  one  built  by  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Ruhpen,  and  used  in  Canada  for 
many  years.  When  the  congrega- 
tion's new  building  is  erected,  the 
portable  chapel  will  go  on  the  road 
as  a  traveling  church. 

Thus  far,  members  of  the  collap- 
sible church  have  encountered  only 
one  difficulty.  When  they  applied  for 
a  permit  to  hold  services  a  mystified 
building  inspector  had  a  hard  time 
deciding  how  to  classify  the 
structure. 

Brotherhood 

News  and  Views  .  .  . 

Recommendations   Due  to   World 
Conditions 

The  following  was  approved  by  the 
district    conference    of    Southern    Virginia: 

Forasmuch  as  war  is  now  raging 
in  Korea,  with  the  grim  possibility 
that  fighting  may  continue  for  a 
long  time,  the  district  conference 
assembled  in  business  session  at  the 
Bethlehem  church,  Va.,  July  27, 
1950,  recommends: 

1.  That  we  declare  again  our  faith 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


A  Firm  Faith  for  Today.  Harold 
A.  Bosley.  Harper,  1950.  283  pages. 
$3.00. 

This  book  gives  promise  of  be- 
coming a  best  seller  in  the  religious 
field.  It  is  written  by  the  former 
dean  of  the  Divinity  School  of  Duke 
University,  an  accepted  leader 
among  practical  theologians.  In  this 
book  he  seeks  to  give  practical 
meanings  to  such  theological  con- 
cepts as  those  of  God,  Jesus,  the 
Bible,  the  church,  man,  sin,  recon- 
ciliation, the  kingdom  of  God, 
salvation  and  immortality.  Written 
in  such  a  way  that  the  nontheologi- 
cally  trained  can  follow  its  argu- 
ments, it  is  another  attempt  to  bring 
religion  out  of  the  antiquities  and 
place  it  at  the  center  of  our  modern 
life. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

The  Gospel  and  Modern  Thought. 

Alan  Richardson.   Oxford  University 
Press,  1950.   207  pages.   $2.00. 

The  author,  an  English  clergyman, 
attempts  to  bring  reason  and  the 
scientific  method  to  bear  upon 
Christianity  and  Christian  thought. 
The  book  is  written  more  for  the 
theologian  and  for  the  intellectual 
seeker  after  God  than  for  the  com- 
mon man  who  seeks  a  personal  rela- 
tionship with  the  divine.  The  author 
comes   to   the    conclusion,    however, 


that  no  matter  how  we  achieve  faith 
it  must  be  a  personal  faith.  No 
arguments  or  recitation  of  the  ex- 
periences of  others  can  lead  us  to  a 
personal  faith.  Some  through  per- 
sonal contacts  with  the  Lord  and 
others  through  reasoned  judgments 
must  arrive  at  their  own  satisfactory 
understanding  of  and  relationship 
with  God. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

Devotional  Readings  for  Use  in 
Schools.  C.  D.  Pantle,  compiler. 
Bethany  Press,  1949.  207  pages. 
$2.50. 

An  attractive  selection  of  worship 
materials  drawn  from  both  Biblical 
and  non-Biblical  sources.  The  lead- 
ing Jewish  and  Christian  holidays 
are  represented  with  appropriate 
selections  to  present  their  signifi- 
cance and  meaning.  The  book  was 
designed  primarily  for  public-school 
teachers  who  needed  appropriate 
and  acceptable  worship  materials 
for  use  in  their  classes;  however,  it 
will  be  useful  to  Sunday-school 
teachers  and  department  superin- 
tendents who  must  constantly  select 
good  varied  worship  materials 
appropriate  to  various  occasions. 
— C.  Ernest  Davis. 
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in  the  historic  peace  position  of  our 
church  with  the  willingness  to  stand 
by   this   position. 

2.  That  we  assist  our  members, 
and  especially  our  youth,  in  under- 
standing the  New  Testament  teach- 
ings on  peace  and  their  application 
to  present-day  living. 

3.  That  we  encourage  the  setting 
up  of  prayer  groups  in  our  churches 
which  will  pray  constantly  and 
earnestly  for  peace. 

4.  That  we  pledge  our  support  to 
our  members  who  stand  by  the 
peace  position  of  our  church  in  a 
sustaining  fellowship. 

5.  That  we  encourage  our  people 
to  remain  calm  in  the  face  of  war 
hysteria  and  war  propaganda,  and 
urge  that  they  evaluate  carefully 
all  reports  and  news  before  accept- 
ing the  same  as  facts. 

6.  That  we  as  Christians  direct 
our  thinking  and  efforts  in  the  in- 
terest of  peace,  relief  and  rehabili- 
tation, rather  than  to  things  that 
engender  strife  and  world  conflict. — 
Guy  E.  Wampler,  Bassett,  Va. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Pederson-Fowler. — Donald  C.  Pederson 
and  Maurine  R.  Fowler  of  Worthington, 
Minn.,  June  9,  1950,  in  the  Worthington 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  D.  Kyser, 
Reading,  Minn. 

Pennypacker-Six. — Robert  M.  Penny- 
packer  and  Thelma  V.  Six,  of  Taneytown, 
Md.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  church,  Taneytown,  by 
the  undersigned. — Fred  M.  Bowman,  Grot- 
toes, Va. 

Phibbs-Glick. — Raymond  Phibbs  of  Pu- 
laski, Va.,  and  Effie  D.  Glick  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  in  the  Summit  church,  Va., 
June  15,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— John 
T.  Glick,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Rallz-Fritts.— Grady  F.  Rattz  of  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C,  and  Eder  Dean  Fritts  of  Lex- 
ington, N.  C,  June  6,  1950,  in  the  Maple 
Grove  church,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  H. 
Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Rodgers-McDaniel. — David  Rodgers  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Shirley  McDaniel  of 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  in  the  Bethany  church, 
Farmington,  Del.,  June  10,  1950,  by  Bro. 
William  McDaniel. — Mrs.  Violet  Schrock, 
Farmington,  Del. 

Rohrer-Rupel. — Alpheus  Rohrer  of  North 
Lima,  Ohio,  and  Alice  Rupel  of  Walkerton, 
Ind.,  in  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Ind.,  July 
1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  Wayne 
Gerdes,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Schnovel-Boolh. — James  M.  Schnovel 
and  Frieda  Booth,  both  of  Oaks,  Pa.,  in 
the  parsonage  of  the  Green  Tree  church, 
June  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Ivan 
Fetterman,  Oaks,  Pa. 

Shannon-Jensen. — Robert  L.  Shannon  of 
Syracuse,  Ind.,  and  Marylin  Jensen  of 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  in  the  Nappanee  church, 
May  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  W. 
Longenecker,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Shelly-Longenecker. — Heber  B.  Shelly  of 
Manheim,  Pa.,  and  Ethel  Mae  Longenecker 
of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  in  the  Spring  Creek 
church,  June  4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— S.  W.  Longenecker,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Shively-Morganlhaler.  —  Jerry  Shively 
and  Charlotte  Morganthaler,  both  of  Ham- 
mond, 111.,  in  the  La  Place  church,  HI., 
May  6,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— E.  R. 
Henricks,  La  Place,  111. 


John  M.  Wright 

John  M.,  son  of  William  J.  and  Eva 
Catherine  Miller  Wright,  was  born  in 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  Dec.  14,  1873,  and  died 
April  12,  1950.  He 
moved  with  his 
parents  to  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  at  the 
age  of  two  years. 

He  was  baptized 
into  the  church  at 
the  age  of  seven- 
teen. A  few  years 
later  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  dea- 
con, in  which  he 
served  faithfully  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

In  1900  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  Cline 
Wright.  To  this 
union  were  born 
seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  while 
a  small  child.  He  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  this 
year. 

He  was  always  kind,  forgiving  and  un- 
derstanding, a  good  father,  friend  and 
neighbor. 

Those  surviving  are  his  wife;  one  son, 
Emmert  C;  five  daughters,  Mrs.  Roy  Gar- 
ber,  Mrs.  Joe  Hambert,  Mrs.  Ernest  Moore, 
Mrs.  Harold  Allen  and  Mrs.  Truman  Gar- 
ber;  one  sister,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Baker;  and 
twelve  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Waynesboro  church  by  Brethren  Virgil 
Brallier  and  O.  S.  Miller.  Burial  was  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining  the  Middle  River 
church. — Mrs.  Mary  C.  Wright,  Waynes- 
boro, Va. 

Nettie  M.  Brumbaugh 

Nettie  Miller  Brumbaugh  was  born  Jan. 
21,  1872,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio. 

In  1891  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
John  Miller.  To  this  union  three  daugh- 
ters were  born.  In  1919  her  husband  died. 
In  1924  she  was  married  to  M.  R.  Brum- 
baugh, a  minister,  who  died  in  1926. 

She  was  always  a  faithful  and  devoted 
member  of  the  church. 

She  is  survived  by  three  daughters,  two 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Green- 
ville church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — 
C.  G.  Hesse,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Henry  C.  Butterbaugh 

Henry    Clinton,    son    of    D.    S.    T.    and 

Pheba  Harter  Butterbaugh,  was  born  July 

31,  1857,  near  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and 

died  at  the   Wayne 
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hospital,  Greenville, 
Ohio,  May  23,  1950. 
In  1878,  when  a 
young  man,  he  at- 
tended Mount  Mor- 
ris College,  HI. 
While  in  school  he 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  was 
baptized  at  Lanark, 
111. 

In  1881  he  was 
united  in  marriage 
to  Nancy  Jane 
Fudge  near  Gratis, 
Ohio.  They  lived 
for  six  years  near 
Gratis,  then  moved  to  Dayton,  Ohio.  At 
this  time  the  West  Dayton  church  was 
being  erected  and  Bro.  Butterbaugh  was 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. In  1889  Brother  and  Sister  Butter- 
baugh were  called  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
They  were  always  ready  and  willing  to 
give  of  their  best  to  the  church  and  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

Later,  in  1898,  they  moved  to  the  Engle- 
wood,  Ohio,  vicinity.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife  in  1925,  he  spent  some  time  in 
California,  where  he  helped  build  the  La 
Verne  College  lawn.  Since  1945  he  has 
made  his  home  at  the  Brethren  Home  in 


Greenville,  Ohio.  He  was  always  a  kind 
and  patient  man. 

He  is  survived  by  four  children,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Wenger  of  Union,  Ohio,  Clifford  of 
Orgonia,  Ohio,  Wilbur  of  Fairborn,  Ohio, 
and  Adolph  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  eight 
grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchil- 
dren. Two  small  boys,  Franklyn  and 
David,  preceded  him  in  death. 

Burial  was  in  the  Twin  Valley  cemetery, 
Ohio. — Mrs.   Mabel   Wenger.   Union,   Ohio. 

Roy  A.  Monlz 

Roy  Alman  Montz  was  born  in  Aurelia, 
Iowa,  Dec.  13,  1891,  and  passed  away 
July  7,  1950. 

He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren early  in  life,  and  worked  and  served 
faithfully  as  long  as  health  and  circum- 
stances permitted.  In  1913  he  was  elected 
to  the  ministry  and  served  as  pastor  of 
churches  at  Fredericksburg  and  Brooklyn, 
Iowa,  Garfield,  Colo.,  and  Payette,  Idaho. 

He  was  married  to  Emma  Richmond. 
With  their  family,  they  moved  to  La 
Verne,  Calif.,  in  1925,  where  they  made 
their  home.  During  most  of  this  time,  Bro. 
Montz  was  the  distributing  agent  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  and  served  as  city 
treasurer  of  La  Verne. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  three  chil- 
dren, Lowell  of  La  Verne,  Mrs.  Dorene 
Fintel  of  Pomona,  Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Lon- 
etta  Carter  of  La  Verne;  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Suzanne  Montz  of  Pomona;  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Roy  Crowe  of  La  Verne;  two  brothers, 
Doyle  of  La  Verne  and  Glen  of  Paradise, 
Calif.;    and  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  La 
Verne  church  by  the  undersigned  and 
J.  W.  Lear.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Evergreen  cemetery  at  La  Verne. — Galen 
B.  Ogden,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Bovey,  Mary  Hartman,  was  born  in 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  1869,  and  died  at 
Abilene,  Kansas,  July  8,  1950.  After  being 
united  in  marriage  with  John  B.  Bovey, 
she  moved  to  Kansas  in  1903.  She  was 
preceded  in  death  by  her  husband  just 
forty-four  days  earlier.  She  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  while  a  young 
woman.  She  is  survived  by  three  daugh- 
ters, two  sons,  sixteen  grandchildren, 
eleven  great-grandchildren,  five  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  the  Rasher  funeral  home  in 
Abilene  by  Dr.  David  Townley.  Interment 
was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery  south  of 
Holland. — Mrs.  Albert  Eisele,  Lincoln, 
Nebr. 

Clayton,  William  H.,  died  July  6,  1950,  at 
his  home  in  Oakview,  Westernport,  Md.,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Lillie  Jane  Hartman 
Clayton,  two  daughters,  three  sons,  ten 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  his  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  Emmert  Dettra,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  Oakview,  Westernport.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Philos  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Thelma  Dettra,  Westernport,  Md. 

Fuhrman,  William  G.  N.,  was  born  Aug. 
25,  1922,  and  died  July  3,  1950,  in  the 
York  hospital,  Pa.  Early  in  life  he  joined 
the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  York 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  or- 
ganist and  choirmaster  at  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal church  in  York.  He  is  survived  by 
his  mother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  undersigned  and 
Rev.  Clifton  A.  Best  at  the  Strack  and 
Strine  funeral  home  in  York.  Burial  was 
in  the  family  lot  at  the  Codorus  church. 
— Bernard  N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Hoff,  Elnora  Hoffman,  was  born  in  Ha- 
gerstown, Md.,  Nov.  28,  1864,  and  died 
July  28,  1950,  at  Freno,  Calif.  On  Nov.  29, 
1894,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John 
W.  Hoff,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four 
children.  She  is  survived  by  four  children, 
one  stepson,  nine  grandchildren,  six  great- 
grandchildren, two  sisters  and  one  brother. 
She  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Williamsport,  Md.,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  Wherever  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoff 
moved  they  always  made  certain  that  it 
was  near  a  congregation  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Lisle  funeral  home  by  Bro. 
Vernon  F.  Miller,  assisted  by  Bro.  Russell 


Burriss. — Vernon   F.   Miller,   Fresno.    Calif. 

Hunn,  Blanche,  wife  of  Adolph  Hunn  and 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Angeline  Sort- 
man,  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Jan.  11, 
1886,  and  died  at  her  home  June  27,  1950. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  eight 
sons,  five  daughters,  twenty-seven  grand- 
children and  two  great-grandchildren.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren from  1912  until  1943,  when  she  became 
an  active  member  of  the  Johnsville  Evan- 
gelical United  Brethren  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Johnsville  E.U.B. 
Church  by  Rev.  Robert  Fourman  and  Rev. 
Robert  Ryder.  Burial  was  in  the  Trissel 
cemetery  at  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. — Eleanor 
Whitehead,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio. 

Kline,  Jacob  M.,  was  born  Sept.  1,  1862, 
at  Broadway,  Va.,  and  died  March  15,  1950, 
at  Capitol  Heights,  Md.  He  joined  the 
church  at  an  early  age.  He  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Midland  church  for  about  thirty- 
five  years  and  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent for  several  years.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  his  first  wife,  Ellen  Holsinger,  and 
twin  daughters.  He  was  married  in  1907 
to  Alice  Neff  Hollar,  who  preceded  him  in 
death  Nov.  5,  1948.  He  is  survived  by  five 
stepchildren,  one  foster  daughter,  two  sis- 
ters, one  brother  and  several  grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Midland  church  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Hinegard- 
ner,  assisted  by  Brethren  A.  W.  Long  and 
George  Beahm.  Interment  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Clifford  L.  Andes, 
Midland,  Va. 

Kosher,  Mable,  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Oberheim,  was  born  near  Mt. 
Carroll,  111.,  Nov.  20,  1893,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Lanark,  111.,  May  14,  1950.  While 
yet  a  young  girl,  she  joined  the  United 
Brethren  church,  of  which  her  father  was 
the  minister.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, two  sons,  three  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Wal- 
ter Bowman.  Burial  was  in  the  Lanark 
cemetery. — Maggie  Ploeger,  Lanark,  111. 

Liskey,  Robert  Thomas,  son  of  Claude 
E.  and  Carrie  Mundy  Liskey,  was  born  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and  was  fatally 
injured  in  an  accident  near  Marietta,  Ohio, 
July  27,  1950.  On  May  6,  1934,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Puffen- 
barger  of  Moyers,  W.  Va.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  seven  children,  his  father  and 
eight  sisters  and  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Harrisonburg  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  by  his  pastor, 
Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  assisted  by  C.  E. 
Long.  Burial  was  in  the  family  lot  in  the 
Mill  Creek  church  cemetery. — Ruth  M. 
Good,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Marshall,  D.  Elbert,  son  of  Levi  and  Iso- 
bell  Marshall,  was  born  Aug.  16,  1873,  and 
died  Jan.  30,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Amanda  E.  Smith  Marshall,  one  son, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  One  son  pre- 
ceded him  in  death.  He  joined  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  forty  years  ago.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  home  by  Elders 

A.  N.  Hylton  and  D.  H.  Marshall.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  family  cemetery. — Mrs.  E. 
E.  Hylton,  Willis,  Va. 

Moats,  Ellen  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Margaret  Greenawalt,  was  born  Oct. 
10,  1861,  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  died  July 
7,  1950,  at  Dixon,  111.  On  Dec.  12,  1882,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Andrew  Moats, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  daughters 
and  one  son.  Her  husband  preceded  her 
in  death  thirteen  years  ago.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  three  children,  six  grandchildren 
and  eleven  great-grandchildren.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  years  she  united  with  the 
Broadfording  church  in  Maryland.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Dixon 
church,  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  local  congregation.  She 
became  the  first  president  of  the  ladies' 
aid  in  Dixon  in  1906.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Dixon  church  by  Bro.  Clarence 

B.  Fike,  the  pastor.  Burial  was  in  the 
Emmert  cemetery. — Mrs.  Edith  McWethy, 
Dixon,  111. 

Nolen,  Charlie  J.,  son  of  Alec  and  Judie 
A.  Nolen,  was  born  Aug.  18,  1885,  and  died 
June  25,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Lula  Pendleton  Nolen,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church   of   the    Brethren   for    more   than 


twenty-five  years.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Mt.  Hermon  church  by  the  pas- 
tor and  elder,  Guy  E.  Wampler  and  Price 
E.  Bowman.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Ruth   W.   Nolen,   Bassett,   Va. 

Orth,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  William 
and  Francis  Guenther,  was  born  in  Madi- 
son Township,  Ohio,  Jan.  14,  1873,  and  died 
in  the  College  Hill  hospital  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  July  24,  1950.  She  is  survived  by 
one  daughter,  four  sons,  two  sisters  and 
one  brother.  She  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Bear  Creek  church  since  girlhood. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Hay  and 
Powell  funeral  home  in  Trotwood,  Ohio. 
Interment  was  in  the  Bear  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Lon  Karns,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Phillips,  Myrtle,  daughter  of  George 
Monroe  and  Lydia  Phillips,  was  born  in 
Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  12,  1878,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Montrose,  W.  Va., 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Charles  L.  Phil- 
lips, four  sons,  one  daughter  and  two 
sisters.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Zion  church  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Zion 
church  near  Meadowville,  W.  Va.,  by  Bro. 
Norman  Seese,  pastor  of  the  Junior  church, 
W.  Va.  Interment  was  in  the  church  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Howard  B.  Phillips,  Montrose, 
W.  Va. 

Proud,  William  David,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Proud,  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  Nebr.,  March  22,  1882,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Cambridge,  Nebr.,  July  1, 
1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Etta 
Nolan  on  April  6,  1910,  and  to  this  union 
was  born  one  son.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  one  son,  one  grandson,  two  sisters 
and  two  brothers.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro.  Wilbur 
Hoover,  elder  and  former  pastor  of  the 
Afton  church,  at  the  Methodist  church  in 
Cambridge.  Burial  was  in  the  Cambridge 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Lloyd  W.  Proud,  Cam- 
bridge, Nebr. 

Robertson,  Ida  E.,  daughter  of  Franklin 
and  Temperance  Woosley,  was  born  Oct. 
7,  1868.  and  died  May  27,  1950.  In  1887  she 
was  married  to  Elder  J.  Frank  Robertson, 
who  preceded  her  in  death.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter, 
sixteen  grandchildren  and  twenty-two 
great-grandchildren.  She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Fraternity  church,  N.  C, 
since  1889.  As  long  as  her  health  per- 
mitted, she  was  active  in  women's  work. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  Fraternity 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  A. 
Holton  of  the  Moravian  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  old  Fraternity  cemetery. — S.  H. 
Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Sheaffer,  Jennie,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Lydia  Ann  Sheaffer,  died  at  her  residence, 
York,  Pa.,  July  5,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  First  church  in  York.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  sister,  with  whom  she  made 
her  home,  and  several  nieces  and  nephews. 
Funeral  services  were  held  by  her  pastor, 
Bernard  N.  King,  at  the  Anstine  funeral 
home  in  West  York.  Burial  was  in  the 
Greenmount  cemetery  in  York. — Bernard 
N.  King,  York,  Pa. 

Scheiding,  LaVerne,  son  of  Augustus  and 
Catherine  Scheiding,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1907 
near  Arcanum,  Ohio,  and  died  in  the 
Wayne  hospital,  Greenville,  Ohio,  June 
7,  1950.  He  was  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran 
faith  when  a  youth  and  after  marriage,  to 
unite  his  home,  he  was  baptized  into  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Feb.  15,  1930, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Dola  Fay 
Lee,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren. He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
sons,  one  daughter,  his  mother,  two  broth- 
ers, two  sisters  and  one  half  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Pitsburg 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Walter  Swinger.  Interment  was  in  the 
Ithaca  cemetery. — Henry  T.  Barnhart, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Sheller,  DeRoy  Emory,  son  of  Henry  and 
Emma  Sheller,  was  born  in  Eldora,  Iowa, 
April  8,  1885,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Elsinore,  Calif.,  July  5,  1950.  He  was  an 
invalid  for  more  than  five  years  and  for 
the  last  few  years  he  was  blind.    He  be- 


came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1897.  In  1908  he  was  married 
to  Fannie  Price,  who  died  in  1932.  On 
July  14,  1934,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Winogene  Miller.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  one  daughter,  five  brothers  and  three 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  Norman  J.  Baugher,  in  the 
Sunnyside  Cathedral  chapel.  Interment 
was  in  the  Sunnyside  mausoleum  at  Long 
Beach,  Calif. — Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike,  Long 
Beach,  Calif. 

Sink,  James  A.,  died  March  19,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  In  1892  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Eliza 
Faw,  who  preceded  him  in  death.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived 
by  ten  children,  twenty-four  grandchildren 
and  two  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Fraternity 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Elder  Clyde  Beckner  of  the  Old  Order 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  church  ceme- 
tery.—S.  H.  Flora,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 


Church  News 


California 
Chowchilla. — As  a  result  of  evangelistic 
meetings  held  by  Bro.  Bradford  Shaffer, 
six  persons  accepted  Christ.  The  members 
devoted  one  hour  each  day  to  prayer  and 
meditation  or  other  activity  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  meetings.  Our  intermediates 
meet  each  Sunday  evening.  The  pastor's 
wife  serves  refreshments,  after  which  they 
have  Bible  study  and  singing.  We  recently 
enjoyed  a  program  of  songs  and  pictures 
by  the  James  Bowman  family,  missionar- 
ies to  Africa.  One  evening  two  of  the 
Sunday-school  boys  gave  a  skit  based  on 
the  Twenty-third  Psalm,  after  which  the 
pastor  preached  a  temperance  sermon. 
Bro.  Amos  Bontrager  of  Modesto  showed 
pictures  and  told  of  his  experiences  when 
accompanying  a  boatload  of  goats  to  Oki- 
nawa recently.  Brother  and  Sister  Mc- 
Daniel  spent  two  weeks  during  July  at 
Peaceful  Pines,  the  Northern  California 
camp,  where  they  served  as  leaders.  We 
will  soon  be  without  a  pastor  as  Bro.  Mc- 
Daniel  has  resigned,  effective  Sept.  1. — 
Mrs.   Clarence   Shimer,   Chowchilla,    Calif. 

Illinois 

Woodland.  Our  regular  council  met  on 
July  26  and  officers  for  the  year  were 
elected.  Bro.  I.  J.  Gibson  was  retained  as 
our  elder  for  another  year.  Our  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  in  the 
Astoria  church  are  Russell  Riebling  and 
Fannie  Stambaugh.  A  ten-piece  orchestra 
has  been  organized.  A  ten-day  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  was  held  with  Sister  Dor- 
othy Whitmore  as  the  director.  Word  from 
New  Windsor  was  received  that  the  heifer 
purchased  by  the  school  is  now  in  West- 
ern Germany  serving  a  needy  family  and 
giving  further  testimony  of  peace  and 
goodwill.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  L.  Whitmore, 
exchanged  pulpits  with  Rev.  Folden,  a  col- 
ored minister  of  Quincy.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  some  of  the  members.  Ronald 
Galliger  and  Helen  Danner  were  united  in 
marriage  at  the  church  by  Bro.  A.  L. 
Whitmore.  Three  of  our  juniors  and  five 
of  our  intermediates  attended  Camp  Em- 
manuel. Zaretha  Riebling  was  chosen  to 
represent  our  group  at  the  meeting  of  the 
women  at  the  district  meeting  in  Astoria 
on  Aug.  25.— Annie  Blickenstaff,  Astoria, 
111. 

Indiana 

Blue  River. — At  our  last  council  we 
decided  to  elect  two  men  to  the  office  of 
deacon  at  our  September  council.  On  the 
evening  of  July  6  Lewis  Black,  represent- 
ative of  the  Clean  Life  League,  gave  a 
talk  on  tobacco  and  the  poisons  it  con- 
tains. On  June  25  Brother  and  Sister  Clar- 
ence Bower  of  Winter  Park,  Fla.,  stopped 
with  us  on  their  way  home  from  Annual 
Conference.     Bro.    T.    G.    Weaver    has    re- 
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signed  as  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Charles 
Light  of  Nappanee  will  take  up  the  pas- 
torate here  the  first  of  September.  Our 
harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  will  be 
held  all  day  on  Sept.  17.  Our  revival  will 
begin  Sept.  18  and  close  Oct.  1.  Our  com- 
munion will  be  held  the  following  evening, 
Oct.  2.  Bro.  Francis  Litton  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  will  be  the  evangelist.  On  Aug.  6 
Sister  Grayce  Brumbaugh,  missionary  to 
Africa,  delivered  both  morning  and  eve- 
ning addresses. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Shivery, 
Churubusco,  Ind. 

Four  Mile. — Since  our  last  report,  Bro. 
W.  W.  Slabaugh  of  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary brought  an  interesting  message.  On 
another  Sunday  Bro.  Kenneth  Hollinger 
preached  for  us.  We  have  purchased  a  new 
organ  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Brower  gave  a 
piano  to  the  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ray- 
mond Risden,  resigned  and  Bro.  Pius 
Gibble  of  the  Zion  Hill  church  of  North- 
eastern Ohio  accepted  the  call  to  become 
our  pastor.  The  deacons  and  their  wives 
were  installed  into  permanent  office.  An 
interesting  children's  day  program  was 
presented  on  June  25.  Mrs.  Joe  Turner, 
our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference, 
brought  back  an  interesting  report.  On 
July  23  Bro.  Raymond  Buckley  of  Rich- 
mond preached  for  us.  While  Bro.  Risden 
was  away  at  camp,  Robert  Godsey  of  Earl- 
ham  College  gave  an  interesting  talk. — 
Alice  M.  Brower,  Liberty,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids. — Our  pastor  has  made  260 
calls  since  our  last  writing.  We  had  an 
average  attendance  of  thirty-nine  at  our 
vacation  Bible  school.  On  July  2  Bro.  Ray 
E.  Zook  of  Waterloo,  our  district  fieldman, 
preached  at  our  morning  service,  con- 
ducted a  discussion  following  the  noon 
meal  and  spoke  at  the  evening  service. 
The  young  people  have  been  holding  serv- 
ics  every  Sunday  evening.  The  group  has 
grown  in  attendance.  Some  of  our  recent 
speakers  have  been  a  Negro  student,  a 
police  captain,  Bro.  Ray  Zook  and  Dean 
Stoner.  A  campfire  service  was  held  at 
Beaver  Park  on  July  5,  with  Richard 
Heefner  at  the  song  leader.  A  workers' 
conference  and  potluck  dinner  was  held  at 
the  park  on  July  16.  We  have  a  ball  team 
and  play  every  Monday  evening.  On  the 
evening  of  July  23  five  young  people  were 
baptized.  Mr.  Ritchie  is  doing  a  fine 
piece  of  work  directing  the  young  people. 
Brother  and  Sister  Wieand  left  on  Aug.  7 
for  Toronto,  Canada,  where  they  will  at- 
tend the  World  Convention  on  Christian 
Education,  Aug.  10-16. — Mrs.  Violet  Sny- 
der, Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Mt.  Etna.— On  July  9  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
Johnston  of  Essex  gave  a  chalk  talk  and 
lecture  in  song.  We  held  a  community 
vacation  Bible  school  at  our  church  the 
first  week  in  July  with  an  attendance  of 
forty-three.  We  meet  each  Wednesday 
evening  for  prayer  meeting  and  Bible 
study.  Repairs  have  been  made  on  the 
church  recently.  During  vacation  the 
young  people  of  the  community  meet  each 
Friday  evening  to  play  volleyball.  Four 
persons  came  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism during  the  month  of  July. — Mrs. 
Grace  Davison,  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 

Panther  Creek. — Our  elder,  Bro.  Mere- 
dith Rogers,  presided  at  the  June  council. 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  A  local  children's  di- 
rector, Mrs.  Cecil  Reed,  was  added  to  our 


staff  of  workers.  Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  are  Mrs.  Marie  Pollock,  Mrs.  June 
Royer  and  Roy  Book.  Nine  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  Annual  Conference.  Our 
delegates  were  Mrs.  Ellen  Miller  and  Rob- 
ert West.  Plans  and  funds  have  been 
started  for  a  building  program  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  efficiency  of  our 
church  work.  A  ten-day  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  June,  closing  with  an 
evening  program.  On  July  4  a  community 
picnic  was  held  on  the  church  grounds 
with  a  children's  pet  parade  and  games  in 
the  afternoon.  Several  of  our  members  are 
planning  to  attend  camp  at  Pine  Lake 
in  August.  We  are  enjoying  the  fellow- 
ship of  a  DP  family.  Two  of  our  young 
men  are  in  volunteer  service.  James 
Sheaffer  is  in  Germany  and  Charles  Mes- 
samer  is  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  men's  group 
is  farming  the  church  farm.  They  have 
lent  a  helping  hand  to  three  families  who 
met  with  misfortune.  They  recently  pur- 
chased a  heifer  for  relief.  Mary  Hayes  has 
directed  a  children's  orchestra  this  sum- 
mer and  it  has  played  at  various  times.  On 
Sunday  evenings  the  primary,  junior, 
adult  and  CBYF  groups  meet  for  Bible 
study,  followed  by  a  worship  service  led 
by  the  pastor.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  each 
month  a  fellowship  hour  is  held  in  the 
evening  with  a  social  hour  followed  by 
meditation  and  prayer.  Our  placement 
committee  is  active  in  assisting  those  who 
wish  to  locate  in  this  community.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  in 
September  with  Bro.  Harper  S.  Will  as  the 
evangelist. — Mrs.  Ethel  Messamer,  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa. 

Kansas 
Maple  Grove. — We  welcomed  our  DP 
family  with  a  pound  shower  and  social. 
Rural  4-H  Sunday  was  observed  with  the 
young  people  having  charge  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  morning  services  and  with  a 
banquet  at  the  noon  hour,  followed  by  a 
program.  On  Father's  Day  the  ladies  had 
charge  of  the  program.  We  are  planning 
a  similar  service  when  the  men  will  have 
charge   of  the   program.     We   had   a   very 
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interesting  Bible  study  on  the  Sunday  eve- 
nings during  May  and  June  with  Betty 
Rogers  as  the  director.  After  the  lesson  on 
the  last  evening,  we  had  a  social  evening 
together.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  July  17-21  with  an  average  attendance 
of  forty-four.  The  children  gave  a  review 
of  their  work  on  the  Sunday  evening  fol- 
lowing the  close  of  the  school.  Several  of 
our  young  people  plan  to  attend  Camp  Mt. 
Hermon  in  eastern  Kansas.  Four  persons 
attended  the  state  camp  in  Colorado  the 
latter  part  of  July. — Cleta  Wertenberger, 
Norcatur,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Frederick. — Among  the  guests  who  par- 
ticipated in  a  series  of  Sunday  evening 
programs  arranged  by  our  pastor,  Paul 
Kinsel,  entitled  Parade  of  Your  Church, 
were  Helena  Kruger  of  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Center  at  New  Windsor,  who  told  of 
her  experiences  as  a  displaced  person  and 
her  later  work  with  displaced  persons; 
Bro.  Raymon  E.  Eller,  who  told  the  Dun- 
dalk  story,  and  Bro.  Walter  S.  Flory,  Jr., 
who  was  the  guest  speaker  on  Bridgewater 
Sunday.  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Aush- 
erman  were  installed  into  the  office  of 
deacon  by  our  elder,  J.  H.  Hollinger,  and 
our  pastor.  Our  church  voted  unanimously 
to  accept  the  recommendation  of  the  plan- 
ning commission  to  purchase  four  building 
lots  for  a  new  church  site.  The  Golden 
Rule  class  recently  celebrated  its  thirtieth 
anniversary  with  a  dinner  in  the  social 
room.  The  program  which  followed  in- 
cluded reminiscences  of  the  early  years  of 
the  class  and  Sunday  school.  Eight  of  our 
members  attended  Annual  Conference. 
Our  delegates  were  Paul  Kinsel,  Ralph 
Fahrney  and  Ernest  Ausherman.  In  ob- 
servance of  children's  day  the  pageant, 
The  Castle  of  Life,  was  presented  by  a 
group  of  children  and  young  people  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Shaver.  A 
two  weeks'  period  of  vacation  Bible  school 
was  conducted  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Robert  Firor.  Eighty-one  children 
were  enrolled  and  gave  $24.57  toward  the 
Dundalk  mission  project.  On  July  12 
Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India  told  of  his 
work  and  the  need  on  the  India  mission 
field.  Each  Sunday  through  July  and  Au- 
gust our  pastor  is  giving  one  of  a  series 
of  sermons  entitled  Foundations  of  Right 
Living,  based  on  the  Ten  Commandments. 
Several  German  high  school  students  have 
been  placed  in  this  community.  A  special 
service  of  baby  consecration  was  con- 
ducted by  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger, 
on  Aug.  9.  That  evening  our  church  was 
in  charge  of  the  union  service  in  Baker 
Park  with  the  sermon  being  delivered  by 
our  pastor.— Mrs.  John  W.  Wolfe,  Fred- 
erick, Md. 

Michigan 

Suniield.— In  June,  Bill  Hunt,  radio 
hymn  singer,  conducted  a  community 
hymn  sing  in  our  church.  Brethren  Royal 
Frantz  and  Ted  Gandy  alternated  in  serv- 
ing as  delegates  to  the  various  Conference 
sessions  and  gave  a  report  to  our  congrega- 
tion. Following  Conference,  we  held  a 
week's  vacation  school  with  an  average 
attendance  of  fifty-eight.  Some  of  the 
class  work  that  could  not  be  finished  in 
so  short  a  time  is  being  continued  in 
Sunday  evening  sessions  and  will  be  cli- 
maxed with  a  picnic  for  all.  The  vacation 
school  offering  was  for  India.  Bro.  Carl 
Welch  of  the  Thornapple  church,  who 
attended  the  Conference  on  Church  and 
War  in  Detroit,  gave  our  church  a  report 
of  the  meeting  on  June  25.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Gandy,  continues  to  tell  a  story  for 
the  children  preceding  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing sermon.'  A  series  of  five  Bible  study 
sessions  covering  the  active  life  and  jour- 
neys of  Paul  are  being  taught  by  Elder 
I.  C.  Snavely  on  Sunday  evenings,  followed 
by  pictures  covering  the  period  taught  and 
a  quiz  by  Bro.  Gandy.  A  junior  choir  has 
begun  weekly  practice  this  summer.  Our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Sister 
Gandy  and  Cecil  Steward. — Mrs.  Virginia 
Snavely,  Vermontville,  Mich. 

Minnesota 
Barnum. — Several    out-of-state    members 
have  visited   us  this   spring   and   summer. 
Sister  Eva  Brallier  helped  again  this  year 


In  our  Bible  school.  Bro.  Ray  Zook,  our 
district  fieldman,  and  his  wife  spent  a 
few  days  in  the  community,  visiting  in 
the  homes  and  holding  several  inspira- 
tional meetings.  At  one  service  two  jun- 
ior boys  gave  their  hearts  to  Christ.  Sister 
Zook  spoke  at  our  women's  group  meeting, 
showing  some  helpful  books  belonging  to 
the  district  and  loaned,  while  they  were 
here,  to  workers.  One  carload  of  young 
people  attended  a  district  rally  at  Worth- 
ington.  Our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Lutz,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Miller  are  our  delegates  to  our 
district  conference.  Our  pastor  also  plans 
to  attend.  The  men  of  the  church  are  mak- 
ing plans  to  erect  a  barn  on  the  church 
farm.  Some  timber  was  donated  and  sawed 
into  lumber.  We  are  having  Sunday  eve- 
ning services  at  the  church  this  summer. — 
Mrs.  P.  R.  Finifrock,   Barnum,  Minn. 

Missouri 
Mountain  Grove. — Since  our  last  report, 
we  have  secured  Bro.  D.  Eugene  Lichty  as 
our  summer  pastor.  Our  Sunday-school 
and  church  attendance  has  increased  and 
our  midweek  service  has  better  interest 
and  attendance.  We  had  a  splendid  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  under  Bro.  Lichty's 
direction  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty-nine 
and  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-one. 
Work  on  our  new  church  building  has 
slowed  down  for  the  present  time  because 
the  men  of  the  church  are  harvesting  sev- 
en and  one-half  acres  of  oats  as  their 
project.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
are  Mrs.  A.  W.  Adkins  and  Mrs.  LeRoy 
Riley.  Our  regular  fifth  Sunday  meeting  of 
the  Cabool,  Greenwood  and  Mountain 
Grove  churches  was  held  at  the  Mountain 
Grove  church  on  July  30.  A  large  crowd 
enjoyed  the  basket  dinner,  good  fellow- 
ship and  a  musical  program,  presented  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Glen  C.  Swinger  and 
Brother  and  Sister  D.  Eugene  Lichty.  Bro. 
Ramie  Gass  delivered  the  afternoon  mes- 


sage on  Peace  of  Mind  in  Troubled  Times. 
— Mrs.  LeRoy  Riley,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo. 

Pennsylvania 

Coventry. — A  letter  was  received  from 
our  missionary,  Velva  Jane  Dick,  telling 
of  her  return  trip  to  her  station  in  Africa. 
The  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  have  been  hold- 
ing their  banquets  in  our  social  rooms. 
Since  our  last  report,  six  persons  have 
joined  the  church.  Our  Sunday-school 
conference  was  held  in  the  Parkerford 
church  with  Bro.  Ralph  W.  Schlosser  as 
the  guest  speaker.  The  district  Sunday- 
school  convention  was  held  in  our  church 
with  Brethren  J.  M.  Blough  and  Levi 
Ziegler  as  the  speakers.  Our  CBYF  joined 
with  our  trustees  in  employing  tree  sur- 
geons to  take  care  of  our  famous  old 
trees.  A  trek  to  Camp  Swatara  'was  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor  to  acquaint  the  young 
people  with  the  place  and  also  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  others  of  their  age  in  the 
district.  Our  pastor,  D.  Howard  Keiper, 
attended  Annual  Conference  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Committee.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  the  services  on  June  11 
were  conducted  by  our  local  men's  work 
and  on  June  18  children's  day  exercises 
were  held.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  June  26 — July  7.  Several  of  our  jun- 
iors and  intermediates  are  planning  to  at- 
tend Camp  Swatara.  One  of  our  young 
men,  George  Kreps,  entered  a  year  of 
volunteer  service  on  June  19  at  New 
Windsor,  Md.  John  Keiper  attended  the 
national  youth  conference  in  Chicago  as  a 
delegate  from  our  district.  We  are  work- 
ing on  plans  to  enlarge  our  church  and 
expect  to  call  some  deacons  in  the  near 
future. — Mrs.  Emma  L.  Rinehart,  Potts- 
town,  Pa. 

Dunnings  Creek. — The  women's  work  re- 
cently collected  600  pounds  of  clothing  for 
relief  work  and  sent  it  to  New  Windsor. 
Several     of    our    young    people     attended 
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Camp  Harmony  this  summer.  A  revival 
meeting  at  the  Point  church  was  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  May  29 — June 
8  and  as  a  result,  one  confession  was  made. 
A  community  Bible  school  was  held  at  the 
New  Paris  church  June  26 — July  8;  Brother 
and  Sister  Elmer  Ebersole  directed  the 
school.  The  Gideon  male  chorus  from  the 
Walnut  Grove  church  in  Johnstown  was 
at  the  Point  church  on  June  29  for  an 
evening  of  song.  Bro.  Elmer  Ebersole  and 
his  wife  attended  Annual  Conference.  The 
regular  council  meeting  was  held  July  13 
at  the  Point  church  with  Elder  E.  M. 
Detwiler  presiding.  Robert  Jones  of  our 
congregation,  who  is  a  student  at  Juniata 
College,  was  licensed  to  preach  and  will 
serve  as  part-time  pastor  of  the  Shade 
Creek  church  in  Huntingdon  County.  On 
July  15  our  CBYF  held  a  social  and  vesper 
service.  A  Bible  institute  was  held  July 
29  and  30  in  all  three  churches  by  Bro.  R. 
W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College. 
The  members  of  the  Holsinger  church  are 
planning  to  remodel  the  basement  of  the 
church  in  the  near  future.  A  singing 
school  will  be  held  there  Aug.  14  by  Berger 
Baker  of  New  Enterprise.  The  annua] 
home-coming  will  be  held  Sept.  17  at  the 
Holsinger  church  and  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival will  follow  conducted  by  our  local 
pastor,  Elmer  E.  Ebersole.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Russell 
Mickle,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Hanover. — Our  Bible  school  was  held 
June  12-23,  directed  by  Mrs.  Jesse  W. 
Forney.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  115 
and  an  average  attendance  of  92.  Their 
object  was  purchasing  Bibles  for  Japan 
and  the  Palestine  project.  The  total  of- 
fering was  $109.75.  On  June  11  our  elder, 
E.  E.  Baugher,  preached  a  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  sermon  in  the  local  United  Brethren 
church.  On  June  18  the  men's  work  spon- 
sored a  talk  by  Milton  M.  Baugher  of 
York.  On  July  9  the  Chiques  male  quar- 
tet, under  the  auspices  of  the  men's  work, 
presented  a  spiritual  program  in  song.  Our 
series  of  meetings  will  be  held  Aug.  6-13  , 
with  Bro.  Earl  Kipp  as  the  evangelist.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  15. — A.  P. 
Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Lancaster. — As  a  result  of  our  evan- 
gelistic services,  twelve  new  members 
were  added  to  the  church.  Our  children's 
day  service  took  the  place  of  our  morning 
worship  service  on  June  11.  Bro.  A.  G. 
Breidenstine,  one  of  our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference,  gave  us  a  summary  of 
the  business  conducted  at  Conference  at 
our  morning  worship  service  on  June  25. 
On  the  following  Sunday  morning  Bro. 
Dick  gave  us  a  report  of  the  inspirational 
meeting  of  the  Conference.  Our  pastor 
spoke  over  our  local  radio  station,  WGAL, 
on  July  12  and  13  on  a  daily  morning  de- 
votional program.  Brethren  William  Glas- 
mire  and  Paul  Rummel  filled  the  pulpit 
during  our  pastor's  vacation  in  July.  Our 
men's  work  group  sponsored  the  Mennon- 
ite  male  chorus  of  Atglen  at  our  evening 
service  on  June  4.  Our  young  people  pre- 
sented the  Harmony  in  S  quartet  one  eve- 
ning. Our  pastor  conducted  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Huntsdale  church,  at 
which  time  Bro.  Glasmire  took  over  his 
duties  as  pastor.  Several  of  our  CBYF  at- 
tended the  June  week-end  work  camp  at 
Camp  Swatara.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  every  morning  from  June 
19  to  26.  It  was  the  first  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  we  had  conducted  for  several 
years  and  the  attendance  was  encouraging. 
We  are  supporting  the  summer  migrant 
workers'  program  of  Lancaster  County 
again  this  year.  Our  women's  work  con- 
tributed ten  dollars  to  the  local  blind 
association.  They  also  gave  seventy-seven 
dollars  toward  the  new  cooks'  quarters  and 
infirmary  at  Camp  Swatara.  Mrs.  Kenton 
Cox  and  Mrs.  Earl  Kreider  were  sent  as 
delegates  from  this  group  to  the  women's 
work  retreat  at  Camp  Swatara  July  19-21. 
The  women's  work  gave  $100  for  the  sup- 
port of  three  children  on  the  mission  fields. 
During  the  last  quarter  they  collected  173 
pounds  of  clothing  for  relief  and  forty-two 
pounds    of    waste    fat.     Our    men's    work 
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group  collected  and  turned  over  to  Camp 
Swatara  $200  for  the  new  men's  work 
building  there.  They  also  plan  to  finance 
the  excavating  for  this  new  building. — Mrs. 
Walter  D.  Mellinger,  Witmer,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — Part  of  the  program  at  the 
Lebanon  Council  of  Church  Women  lunch- 
eon was  a  very  interesting  talk  on  Korea 
by  our  Girl  Scout  leader,  who  had  spent 
two  years  there.  B.  Mary  Royer,  India 
missionary,  was  the  speaker  at  the  wom- 
en's missionary  society  meeting  held  at 
the  Ammon  Krall  home.  The  Lebanon 
County  Sunday-school  Association  held  its 
convention  in  our  church.  Our  church,  in 
co-operation  with  several  other  Brethren 
churches  of  our  section,  are  sponsoring  an 
hour  program  called  The  Brethren  Hour 
over  our  radio  station,  WLBR.  Our  young 
people  went  on  a  hike  at  Camp  Swatara 
and  had  a  lunch  and  evening  vespers.  On 
Pentecost  Sunday  different  groups  from 
the   church   were    appointed   to   visit   the 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  460.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  couple  to 
make  their  home  with  a  woman  aged  63 
years.  Man  to  do  outside  work  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  Woman  to  be  com- 
panion and  help  with  the  housework.  One 
mile  from  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Write: 
Ella  S.  Wertz,  809  E.  Main  St.,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

No.  461.  Wanted:  Married  man  to  work 
on  large  dairy  and  general  farm.  Close 
to  Brethren  church,  school  and  city.  Best 
of  working  conditions,  modern  tenant 
house.  Write:  Roy  S.  Miller,  R.  1,  Water- 
loo, Iowa. 

No.  462.  Wanted:  Orders  for  prayer  cov- 
erings any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,   Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

No.  464.  Wanted:  Man,  single  or  mar- 
ried to  run  large  stock,  grain  and  hay 
farm,  partly  stocked  and  equipped.  Also 
good  for  potatoes  or  beans.  Responsible 
renter  may  suit  himself  as  to  farm  man- 
agement and  practice.  Owner  has  other  in- 
terests. Possession  at  once.  Inspect  soon 
to  see  farm  productivity.  Write:  P.  O. 
Box  50,   Gowen,  Mich. 

No.  465.  For  sale:  120  acres  excellent 
black  ground,  good  buildings;  located  in 
Orange  Township,  near  South  Waterloo 
church,  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Write:  W.  O. 
Tannreuther,    R.    1,    Waterloo,   Iowa. 

No.  466.  For  sale  or  lease:  New  modern 
super  market,  located  just  outside  city 
limits  of  southern  Missouri  town  of  4,000 
population.  Annual  sales  $100,000  plus. 
Business  established  over  25  years.  Stucco 
white  store  building  consisting  of  main 
market  and  equipment,  stock  room,  office 
and  equipment,  service  station  room  and 
supplies,  three-car  garage,  one  1946  Chev- 
rolet panel  delivery  truck  in  good  con- 
dition. Building  and  equipment  practically 
new.  Prefer  Brethren  family,  located  one- 
half  mile  from  church.  Write:  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 

No.  467.  Single  Brethren  man  desires 
part-time  farm  or  associated  work  in  or 
near  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  Inter- 
ested in  mutual  consideration  of  full-time 
work.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


shut-ins  and  the  elderly  folks.  Ten  differ- 
ent groups  went  out  on  this  mission. — 
Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Mounlville. — Since  our  last  report,  Sister 
V.  Grace  Clapper  of  China  challenged  us 
to  deeper  missionary  work.  Dr.  Frey  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  our  father  and  son  fel- 
lowship and  Mrs.  J.  Herbert  Miller  of  the 
Spring  Creek  congregation  spoke  at  our 
mother  and  daughter  fellowship.  The 
CBYF  presented  the  pageant,  The  Un- 
lighted  Cross.  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of 
Hummelstown  served  us  in  evangelistic 
meetings  at  the  Manor  house.  One  soul 
was  born  into  the  kingdom.  Bro.  Patrick 
was  also  with  us  for  our  love  feast.  The 
men's  work  project  for  the  summer  is 
raising  sweet  corn  and  helping  with  the 
work  at  Camp  Swatara.  The  young  peo- 
ple enjoyed  a  week-end  camp  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Gehr  as  their  advisers. 
We  were  happy  to  have  an  average  at- 
tendance of  135  at  our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  was  held  June  19-30.  For 
our  project  we  raised  $150  for  one  of 
our  Sunday-school  girls  who  has  been  in 
the  hospital  since  January.  Brethren  Harry 
Neff  and  B.  G.  Bushong,  our  delegates  to 
Conference,  brought  us  helpful  reports. — 
Mildred  Miller,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

NanJy  Glo. — Stanley  Barkdoll  and  Ralph 
Dahl  of  the  peace  caravan  spent  one  week 
in  our  midst.  Ruby  Brumbaugh,  one  of 
our  young  people,  is  giving  a  year  of 
volunteer  service.  After  spending  a  time 
in  preparatory  work  at  New  Windsor,  she 
and  another  volunteer,  Edna  Bennes,  of 
Lebanon,  were  sent  to  California  early  in 
May.  The  pastors  of  the  district  exchanged 
pulpits  one  Sunday.  A  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  our  church  with  good 
attendance  for  two  weeks  in  June.  Sister 
Dorothy  Paul  has  gone  to  aid  the  personnel 
in  the  dining  hall  at  Camp  Harmony  for 
the  season.  The  young  women's  Bible 
class  is  heading  another  project  to  pay  for 
needed  repairs  on  the  exterior  of  our 
church.  On  July  2  our  evening  service  was 
canceled  to  allow  a  large  delegation  from 
our  church  to  hear  Premchand  Bhagat  of 
India  deliver  one  of  his  two  messages  in 
our  district.  Bro.  Ira  Arnold  and  his  wife, 
chalk    talk    artists    of    Jacksonville,    Fla., 


were  with  us  recently.  Our  prayer  meet- 
ings and  Bible  study  for  all  ages  are  well 
attended.  Our  church  is  represented  by 
all  age  groups  at  Camp  Harmony. — Emily 
Dimond  Fresh,  Nanty  Glo,  Pa. 

Reading. — Since  our  last  report,  eleven 
persons  were  baptized  and  two  reinstated. 
Bro.  Ralph  Z.  Ebersole  and  his  wife  were 
our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  Our 
young  people's  quartet  sang  at  the  Fourth 
of  July  meeting  at  the  Maiden  Creek 
church.  A  few  of  our  Sunday  evening 
services  were  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  John  Butcher.  Our  pastor  and 
his  wife  attended  the  ministers'  camp  at 
Little  Swatara.  We  had  two  delegates  to 
attend  the  women's  work  camp  at  Little 
Swatara,  July  19-21.  Our  council  meeting 
will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  26. 
Bro.  Perry  Liskey  of  Annville  will  be  with 
us  Sept.  24 — Oct.  1  for  our  fall  revival 
meetings.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct. 
1. — Mrs.  Carl  Longenecker,  Reading,  Pa. 

Roaring  Spring. — Four  boys  from  the 
Sunday  school  have  been  baptized.  Fifty- 
seven  of  our  Sunday-school  scholars  at- 
tended the  union  two  weeks'  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  held  in  the  Bare  Memorial 
Church  of  God  for  two  weeks.  Our  church 
furnished  two  of  the  teachers.  Our  pastor 
and  Bro.  Dale  Detwiler  represented  us  at 
Annual  Conference  and  brought  back  fine 
reports.  Sister  Edith  Frederick,  who  is  our 
Advance  for  Christ  director,  also  attended 
Conference  and  reported  on  the  Brethren 
Service  meetings.  Children's  day  services 
were  held  on  June  11,  when  the  children 
presented  a  program  of  exercises,  recita- 
tions and  songs.  The  women's  work 
organization  had  charge  of  the  morning 
service  on  Conference  Sunday  and  the 
men's  work  had  charge  in  the  evening. 
Quite  a  number  of  our  boys  and  girls  and 
young  people  are  attending  the  different 
camps  at  Camp  Harmony.  We  are  joining 
with  the  other  churches  in  the  town  for 
union  vesper  services  at  Spring  Park  dur- 
ing July  and  August.  Our  council  meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  for  church  and 
Sunday  school  was  held  on  July  5.  Bro. 
Rhodes  was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro.  M. 
G.  Wilson  assistant.  One  Sunday  evening 
a  month  we  have  a  sound  film.  Brother 
and  Sister  Dale  Detwiler  have  presented 
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the  church  with  a  projector. — Sara  E. 
Hoover,   Roaring  Spring,   Pa. 

Sipesville. — Our  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  with  our  elder,  Bro.  C.  O.  Sho- 
walter,  presiding.  We  had  a  very  success- 
ful vacation  Bible  school  in  June  with  an 
enrollment  of  117.  The  women  of  the 
church  served  a  father  and  son  banquet, 
at  which  Bro.  Walter  Berkebile  of  Rock- 
wood  was  the  guest  speaker.  Our  pastor 
conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  at 
Grottoes,  Va.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  O.  Sho- 
walter,  served  as  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Three  persons  were  added 
to  the  church  and  five  letters  were  granted. 
We  lost  two  members,  Mrs.  Milton  Forney 
and  Norman  Nair,  by  death.  We  have  been 
using  various  means  of  raising  money  to- 
ward our  building  fund.  Bro.  Showalter 
has  accepted  a  call  to  his  home  church  at 
Mill  Creek,  Va.  His  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted with  regret,  to  be  effective  Sept.  1. 
— Mrs.   A.    G.   Maust,   Sipesville,   Pa. 

Spring  Grove. — Brethren  B.  G.  Stauffer 
of  the  Chiques  congregation,  Amos  Martin 
of  the  Akron  congregation,  Hartman  Rice 
of  the  Antietam  congregation  and  Leroy 
Plumb  of  the  Back  Creek  congregation 
were  the  visiting  ministers  at  the  love 
feast  at  the  Kemper  house.  On  July  2 
Bro.  Roy  Hawbaker  of  the  Back  Creek 
congregation  delivered  the  sermon  of  the 
morning.  On  July  9  Bro.  Lowell  Gearhart 
of  the  Falling  Springs  congregation 
brought  us  the  morning  message.  The  old 
Blue  Ball  church  building  has  been  re- 
moved and  the  foundation  wall  for  the 
new  church  building  has  now  been  com- 
pleted. On  Aug.  20  we  plan  to  worship  in 
a  harvest  meeting  with  services  in  both  the 
forenoon    and    afternoon    at    the    Kemper 


house.  On  Sept.  10  a  two  weeks'  series  of 
evangelistic  meetings  will  begin  at  the 
Kemper  house  with  Elder  Joseph  Moyer  of 
the  Indian  Creek  congregation  as  the 
evangelist. — Mary  Esther  Stoner,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Spring  Run. — Eleven  babies  were  conse- 
crated and  five  persons  baptized  recently. 
Our  Conference  offering  was  $293,  and 
$68.50  was  given  for  seeds  for  peace.  Bro. 
J.  M.  Blough  held  a  three-day  meeting. 
The  Shining  Stars  class  entertained  the 
mothers  of  the  church  at  a  social.  The 
film,  Report  on  Refugees,  was  shown  at 
our  evening  service  on  June  4.  Vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  June  12-23  with 
eighty-five  persons  enrolled.  Brother  and 
Sister  Esbensen  were  our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference.  We  are  happy  to  wel- 
come into  our  congregation  Marlies 
Goebel,  a  German  high  school  student  who 
arrived  July  9  and  who  will  live  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  French. — 
Mrs.  Loyd  G.  Dunmire,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Springfield. — Bro.  Norman  Frederick 
served  for  a  while  as  part-time  pastor.  As 
the  result  of  a  revival  held  by  Bro.  S. 
Clyde  Weaver,  fifteen  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  fellowship  by  bap- 
tism. Bro.  A.  A.  Price  presided  at  our 
love  feast.  Bro.  Earl  Ziegler  of  Myerstown, 
Pa.,  has  been  elected  as  our  pastor  on  a 
part-time  basis.  He  began  his  duties  on 
June  1.  Sister  Matilda  Landis  has  gone  to 
New  Windsor,  Md.,  to  give  a  year  of 
Brethren  volunteer  service.  Sister  Min- 
erva Strauss,  who  served  as  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference,  gave  a  report  on 
July  2.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  July  10-15,  with  Bro.  Earl  Ziegler  as 
the  director.  For  our  project  we  collected 
soap  for  relief.    Our  offering,  which  was 
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taken  for  missions,  amounted  to  $69.38. 
On  July  30  there  was  a  baby  dedication 
service.  Our  home-coming  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  20. — Mrs.  Elmer  Bachman,  Center 
Valley,  Pa. 

Somerset. — Maud  Shafer  brought  the 
morning  sermons  for  two  Sundays  while 
our  pastor  conducted  meetings  at  Scalp 
Level.  Seven  babies  were  presented  to 
the  Lord  at  a  special  consecration  service. 
Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  served  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Floyd 
Beeghley  delivered  the  morning  sermon 
during  his  absence.  Dr.  O.  Bruce  Poulson 
delivered  the  morning  message  on  May  28. 
Thirty-one  of  our  children  attended  the 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  held  in  our 
community.  Our  children  presented  a 
program  on  children's  day.  On  the  evening 
of  June  25  Marjorie  Walker  presented  an 
organ  recital.  She  will  leave  shortly  for 
Cairo,  Egypt,  where  she  will  be  an  instruc- 
tor in  the  University  of  Cairo.  On  July  2 
we  were  privileged  to  hear  Elder  P.  G. 
Bhagat  of  India. — Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp, 
Somerset,  Pa. 

West  Conesloga. — Since  our  last  report, 
three  persons  have  been  baptized,  one  has 
been  reclaimed  and  one  received  by  letter. 
Two  weeks  of  evangelistic  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  Ralph  Jones.  At  our  council 
meeting  Sister  Reuben  Myers  was  installed 
as  a  minister's  wife.  Bro.  Ralph  Jones  pre- 
sided at  our  love  feast.  We  again  have  the 
100%  Messenger  club.  A  representative 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Temperance  League 
of  Philadelphia  delivered  a  temperance 
message  on  June  11.  The  children  of  our 
Sunday  school  presented  a  children's  day 
program.  Sister  Elizabeth  Gibbel  repre- 
sented our  church  as  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  and  gave  a  report  the  follow- 
ing Sunday.  Plans  are  under  way  for  our 
vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held  the  last 
week  of  July  and  the  first  week  of  Au- 
gust.— Emma  L.  Zook,  West  Conestoga,  Pa. 

York,  Second. — Three  new  members 
were  received  by  letter.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Linford  Rotenberger,  was  elected  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  with  Elder  Robert  Cocklin 
presiding.  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greens- 
burg  conducted  our  evangelistic  meetings. 
As  a  result,  seven  persons  were  baptized. 
Six  small  children  were  consecrated.  The 
children's  day  program  was  presented  on 
the  morning  of  June  4.  The  women's  work 
sponsored  the  evening  worship  service, 
which  featured  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austin 
Wright  of  Red  Lion,  who  gave  chalk  talks 
and  sang  gospel  songs.  There  was  also  a 
selection  by  our  women's  chorus.  Our 
Conference  offering  amounted  to  $213.41. 
While  our  pastor  was  absent,  Brethren  El- 
mer Hoover  and  Ralph  Frey,  both  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  filled  the  pulpit.  Our  daily  va- 
cation Bible  school  began  July  17  and 
continued  for  two  weeks. — Mrs.  Walter 
M.  Bachman,  Jr.,  York,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Blue  Ridge. — We  met  in  our  regular 
council  on  July  9  with  our  elder  presid- 
ing. Since  our  last  report,  two  persons 
have  been  baptized  and  six  received  by 
letter.  A  dedication  service  was  held  for 
seven  babies.  Several  of  our  men  attended 
district  men's  work  day  at  Camp  Bethel. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  K.  E.  McDowell,  and  Bro. 
R.  M.  Foster  were  chosen  as  our  delegates 
to  Conference.  The  women  have  been 
busy  making  quilts  and  sewing  cut  gar- 
ments for  relief.  Our  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic was  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  July, 
following  the  vacation  Bible  school.  Our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Cop- 
per Hill  are  Brethren  Ned  Crumpacker 
and  Paul  Foster. — Mrs.  Elsie  R.  Radcliffe, 
Blue  Ridge,  Va. 

Hollywood. — On  June  2  our  summer  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Merrill  Mow,  came  to  our  church. 
On  June  11  our  elder,  Bro.  W.  D.  Nolley, 
brought  the  morning  message.  At  the  same 
service  we  elected  Brethren  T.  W.  Robert- 
son and  Mike  Sullivan  as  our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting.  The  young  people's 
class  sponsored  the  project  of  beautify- 
ing   our    church    yard,    which    has    been 
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help    those    who    need    help. — Mrs.    E.    C. 
Woodie,  Troutville,  Va. 

West  Virginia    • 

Crummeil  Run. — On  Aug.  21  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Laban  Strite,  and  his  wife  will  begin 
a  Bible  school  at  the  Crummett  Run 
church,  which  will  continue  for  two  weeks. 
They  will  also  conduct  a  series  of  evan- 
gelistic sermons,  which  will  be  held  one 
week  at  the  Zion  church  and  one  week 
at  Crummett  Run.  Following  these  two 
weeks  of  services  our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Sept.  2.  The  Strites  are  also  hav- 
ing a  Bible  study  class  at  the  Thorn  Chapel 
church.  Three  letters  of  membership  have 
•  been  granted  since   our  last  report. — Mrs. 

Kennie  Bodkin,  Sugar  Grove,  W.  Va. 

Pine    Grove. — A    new    pulpit    stand    has 

been    placed    in    the    church.     Dedication 

R.   D.   or  St services   for   it   were   conducted   by   Rev. 

Tenny,  the  Methodist  minister.   Bro.  Byrd, 

P.  O Zone  State  


MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


Name 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


completed.  On  June  13  Bro.  Virgil  Finnell 
visited  our  church,  giving  a  talk  on  tem- 
perance. On  July  2  we  observed  children's 
day. — Marian   Quann,   Fredericksburg,    Va. 

Little  River. — Since  our  last  report  in 
the  Gospel  Messenger,  we  began  work  on 
our  new  church  building.  We  had  a  pro- 
gram for  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone 
with  Bro.  Homer  Zigler  of  Churchville, 
former  pastor  at  Little  River,  bringing  the 
morning  message  and  Bro.  Edward  K. 
Ziegler  of  the  Bridgewater  congregation 
bringing  the  afternoon  message.  Bro.  Nel- 
son Huffman  and  the  Bridgewater  choir 
were  present  to  render  special  music  and 
direct  the  singing.  An  offering  of  $127.05 
was  lifted.  On  July  3  and  4  a  group  of 
young  people  from  the  district  helped  us 
with  the  church  project.  We  hope  to  have 
the  roof  on  very  soon.  The  ladies'  aid  is 
busy  on  different  projects  to  obtain  funds 
for  the  church  building.  They  have  al- 
ready contributed  $1,150.  The  young  peo- 
ple's organization  has  contributed  $165. 
Bro.  Floyd  Mitchell  of  the  Middle  River 
congregation  held  a  one-week  revival 
meeting  July  2-9.  Through  his  inspiring 
messages  thirteen  people  were  converted 
and  three  reconsecrated.  Bro.  Mitchell  and 
our  pastor  visited  in  several  of  the  homes 
in  the  community,  conducting  prayer  serv- 
ices and  reviving  interest  in  the  church. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  still  increasing  in 
attendance.  Our  minister,  Bro.  Elwood 
Humphrey,  is  attending  a  two  weeks' 
Bethany  extension  school  at  Bridgewater 
College.  We  have  shown  two  religious 
films,  King  of  Kings  and  And  Now  I  See. 
We  plan  to  show  one  religious  film  a  month 
as  a  part  of  our  Christian  education  pro- 
gram.— Mrs.  Clyde  Campbell,   Goshen,  Va. 

Pleasant  Hill. — Our  church  work  has 
been  moving  steadily  forward  this  sum- 
mer. We  welcome  our  one-time  elder, 
A.  N.  Hylton,  who  has  preached  for  us 
when  our  pastor  was  elsewhere.  Our  aid 
has  been  busy  collecting  grease  and  cloth- 
ing for  relief.  Sister  Ava  Cannaday  repre- 
sented our  church  at  Annual  Conference. 
We  recently  met  in  regular  council  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  Hampton  Marshall,  presid- 
ing and  our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
were  elected.  We  are  making  plans  to 
celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  our 
church  during  the  week  of  Dec.  15.  We 
would  be  happy  if  all  living  charter  mem- 
bers of  our  church  who  read  this  could 
make  plans  to  be  with  us  in  our  celebra- 
tion. We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
August  revival  to  be  held  by  A.  N.  Eshel- 
man  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.— Mrs.  E.  E.  Hylton, 
Willis.  Va. 

Roanoke,  Ninth. — Beginning  June  4  we 
are  uniting  with  the  neighboring  Presby- 
terian church  for  Sunday  evening  services 
for  three  months.  Five  of  our  members  at- 
tended Annual  Conference.  Brethren  Ralph 
E.  Shober  and  E.  J.  Jacobs  served  as  our 


delegates.  Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
on  July  11,  with  Bro.  C.  M.  Key  presiding 
and  church  officers  for  the  new  church 
year  were  elected.  Bro.  John  Eberly  of 
Huntington,  Ind.,  who  served  the  church 
abroad  in  reconstruction  work,  spoke  to 
us  on  July  23.  We  will  observe  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  our  church  on  Aug.  27, 
with  Bro.  N.  M.  Shideler  of  Elgin,  111.,  a 
former  pastor,  as  the  guest  speaker. — Mrs. 
C.  E.  Bowman,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Troutville. — One  person  has  been  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  Our  pastor  and  his 
wife  represented  our  church  at  Annual 
Conference.  We  held  our  vacation  Bible 
school  in  July  with  an  attendance  of  over 
100.  Our  district  conference  at  Copper  Hill 
was  enjoyed  by  several  of  our  members. 
Our  pastor  gave  us  inspirational  evan- 
gelistic messages  on  Sunday  mornings, 
Sunday  evenings  and  at  midweek  services 
during  July.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  revival  to  be  held  in  November.  Our 
ladies'  aid  continues  to  work  for  relief  and 


our  Brethren  minister,  held  a  revival 
meeting  at  Arbor  Hill,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Byrd 
filled  the  pulpit  in  his  absence.  We  were 
happy  to  have  the  peace  caravan  with  us 
on  May  28.  One  offering  a  month  goes  for 
missions.  We  have  community  singing 
twice  a  month  in  charge  of  Bro.  Byrd.  We 
have  prayer  services  each  Thursday  in  the 
homes.  We  use  The  Upper  Room  as  an  aid 
to  daily  devotions.  The  women's  work 
continue  very  active,  helping  where 
needed.  They  recently  had  an  all-day 
meeting  at  which  time  they  made  com- 
forters. Two  of  our  members  attended 
the  teacher  training  class  at  Durbin.  We 
are  now  planning  for  our  vacation  Bible 
school  in  August. — Mrs.  Harry  Brubaker, 
Bartow,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin 

Menomonie. — We  have  a  100%  Messenger 
club  this  year.  Our  church  was  redeco- 
rated this  spring.  The  Wisconsin  young 
people's  conference  was  held  at  Menom- 
onie June  3-4  with  a  large  attendance.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Peden,  and  his  wife  and  Mrs. 
Lydia  Gushwa  attended  Annual  Confer- 
ence. The  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 
intermediate  district  rally  was  held  at 
Chippewa  recently.  Several  from  here  at- 
tended. Our  annual  Bible  school  will  be 
held  at  Camp  Chippewa  July  17-21.— Mrs. 
Bert  Kincade,   Menomonie,   Wis. 
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THREE  NEW  AIDS 

When  They  Are  Four  and  Five 

by  K.  M.  Tobey 

When  They  Are  Six  to  Eight 

by  Eva  W.  Frye 

When  They  Are  Nine  to  Eleven 

by  Florence  Martin 

These  guidance  manuals  show  deep  understanding  of  chil- 
dren. They  will  provide  helpful  suggestions  and  inspiration 
for  teachers.  Brethren  users  will  need  to  allow  for  the  refer- 
ences made  to  Presbyterian  curriculum  materials.  These 
books  are  enthusiastically  recommended  by  the  children's 
work  department  of  the  Christian  Education  Commission. 

The  price  of  each  is  $1.00 
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JF  THE  boy  and  girl  who  stand  on  the  church  steps  work  together,  perhaps  they 
can  lift  the  heavy  latch  and  push  the  strong  door  aside  in  order  to  "enter,  rest, 
think  and  pray."  But  how  much  better  it  is  when  there  is  someone  waiting  at  the 
door,  a  teacher  perhaps,  who  will  open  the  door  and  ease  their  entrance  by  a 
gracious  smile.  They  are  trusting  and  eager  to  learn,  but  sometimes  they  are  also 
timid  when  they  approach  the  church.  They  need  the  warmhearted  invitation  and  the 
friendly    encouragement    of    adults    who    love   their   church. 

It  is  the  business  of  Christian  education  to  guide  the  steps  of  all  who  look  for 
light  and  strength.  This  week  we  honor  those  who  open  the  doors  of  eternal  life 
for  children,  youth  and  adults.  They  are  true  disciples  in  the  school  of  the  great 
Teacher    when    they    heed    his    commandment  to  "go  .  .  .  teach." 


Gospel  Messenger  AROUND    THE    WORLD 

'Thy  Kingdom  Come" 


KENNETH  MORSE Editor 

ELIZABETH  WEIGLE    -    Editorial  Assistant 


Contributing  Editors 

D.  W.  BITTINGER   . . .   McPherson,  Kansas 

ROY   D.   BOAZ    Cloverdale,   Va. 

PAUL  H.  BOWMAN  ....  Timberville,  Va. 
GEORGE  L.  DETWEILER,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

J.  W.  LEAR  La  Verne,  Calif. 

MRS.  JOHN  D.  LONG  ....  Dayton,  Ohio 
MARTHA  MARTIN  ..  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
R.  H.  MILLER  ....  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
VERNON  F.  MILLER   Fresno,  Calif. 

THE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER,  official  organ 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Published 
weekly  by  the  General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Raymond  R.  Peters,  General  Secretary, 
and  the  Brethren  House,  Earl  H.  Kurtz, 
Manager,  16-24  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at 
$3.00  per  annum  in  advance.  Life  sub- 
scription, $50;  husband  and  wife,  $60.  En- 
tered at  the  post  office  at  Elgin,  111.,  as 
second-class  matter.  Acceptance  for  mail- 
ing at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for 
in  section  1103,  Act  of  October  3,  1917, 
authorized  Aug.  20,  1918.  Printed  in 
U.S.A. 

SEPTEMBER  23,  1950 
Volume  99  Number  38 


In  This  Number  .  .   . 

Editorial — 

Who  Will  Open  the  Door?    1 

Around  the  World   2 

Basis   for   Christian   Education. 

A.    C.    Baugher    5 

Thinking      About      the      Sunday-school 

Lesson     10 

Kingdom  Gleanings  16,  17 

The  General  Forum — 

Christian  Education  at  the  Middle  of  the 
Century  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren.    Paul   M.    Robinson    3 

World  Convention  on  Christian  Educa- 
tion. 
Dean  Frantz  and  Stanley  Bittinger  . .     6 

What  Should  We  Expect  of  the  Sunday 
School?     J.   M.   Blough    11 

On  Giving  Up  (Verse).   Roy  White 11 

Drought  in  the  San  loaguin  (Verse). 
Nina  E.  Wirth   12 

Education    for   Christian   Leadership. 

Charles  J.  Turck   12 

Christian    Education    Undergirds    All. 
C.   Ernest  Davis    14 

The   Family   Counselor    15 

Brethren  Service — 

The  Detroit  Conference  on  the  Church 

and  Economic  i  Life.    Earl  S.  Garver  .    18 
News  Notes   19 

The  Local  Church — 

Looking  Ahead  to  November    20 

Women  at  Work   20 

Change  of  Address?    21 

Our  Mission   Work — 

The    Yins — Chinese    Brethren. 

Martha   Parker    22 

Summer  Pastors  Serve  the  Brotherhood  23 
The  Worth  of  a  Soul. 

H.    Spenser  Minnich    24 

Christianity    in    China     24 

2  GOSPEL     MESSENGER 


A   prominent    Japanese    Christian 

leader,  Shiro  Murata,  says  his  peo- 
ple are  interested  mainly  in  two 
books,  Marx'  Das  Kapital  and  the 
Bible,  which  is  number  12  on  the 
best  seller  list  and  would  be  high 
except  for  the  short  supply. 

A  program  to  improve  intergroup 
education  in  family  life  is  being 
co-operatively  developed  by  the  Na- 
tional Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  and  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education.  The  plan 
calls  for  local  experimental  projects 
to  improve  parent  and  family  un- 
derstanding of  the  various  races, 
religions  and  cultures  in  America 
and  the  preparation  of  printed  ma- 
terial on  intergroup  living,  designed 
for  family  use. 

A  peace  prayer  movement 
launched  in  1948  by  a  group  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  war  veterans  is 
growing  in  this  country  and  abroad. 
The  plan  followed  by  the  group  is 
to  pause  for  one  minute  at  noon 
of  each  day  and  each  in  his  own 
way  to  implore  God  for  help  in 
the  adjustment  of  international  dif- 
ferences with  a  view  of  enabling 
the  nations  to  secure  an  equitable 
and  abiding  peace.  Over  a  thousand 
organizations  and  other  groups  in 
this  country  have  endorsed  the  idea. 


Students  from  the  universities 
and  vocational  schools  of  Poland 
spent  their  summer  holiday  in  camp. 
Their  camp  activities  included  help- 
ing neighboring  farmers  in  the  fields 
and  aiding  the  campaign  against 
illiteracy.  Medical  students  lectured 
on  health  and  sanitation  to  rural 
audiences. 

Rural  youth  clubs  patterned  after 
the  4-H  clubs  of  the  United  States 
have  spread  rapidly  during  the  past 
year  throughout  Latin  America.  A 
survey  shows  that  there  are  now 
413  clubs  with  8,300  members  in 
seven  Central  and  South  American 
countries.  These  Latin  American 
clubs,  like  the  4-H  clubs,  have  proj- 
ects varying  with  the  social  and 
agricultural  needs  of  the  community. 

A  new  method  of  attack  against 
communism  in  line  with  Christian 
principles  hag  been  set  forth  by  the 
Christian  Advocate,  the  weekly  pa- 
per of  the  Methodist  Church.  The 
plan  calls  for  a  congress  of  religious 
bodies  from  many  countries  to  study 
ways  to  abolish  poverty  and  starva- 
tion. "The  world  cannot  long  en- 
dure half  stuffed  and  half  starved," 
the  paper  said.  "Some  1,500,000,000 
are  living  in  misery  and  poverty 
and  are  ready  to  revolt  against 
starving  in  a  world  of  plenty." 


A  forecast  based  on  what  the 
more  thoughtful  factual  strategists 
are  thinking  would  prepare  us  for 
these  trends:  Russia  wants  to  in- 
volve us  with  China.  They  will 
prod  the  Chinese  Communists  to  at- 
tack Formosa,  will  force  our  hand 
there.  As  we  have  said,  that  may 
come  soon.  If  we  intercede  to  de- 
fend Formosa,  that  will  delight 
Moscow  and  they  will  do  their  ut- 
most to  work  Formosa  into  a  full- 
scale  war,  America  fighting  400 
million  Chinese.  We  will  then  be 
involved  over  a  thousand  mile  front 
of  great  depth  all  along  the  China 
coast.  But  we  will  be  fighting  Chi- 
nese "Reds,"  Korean  "Reds,"  and  not 
Russians. 

In  any  of  the  tense  spots — in  Iran, 
Indo-China,  Yugoslavia,  Berlin — the 
Moscow  tyrants  will  try  to  involve 
us  where  they  decide  we  are  the 
most  likely  to  react,  stretch  out 
more  of  our  resources,  and  yet  in 
situations  where  we  cannot  per- 
manently win,  where  white  domina- 
tion is  feared  and  hated,  where, 
after  generations  of  poverty,  de- 
mocracy and  free  enterprise  mean 


nothing.  That  is  the  Communist 
plan.  All  the  time  we  will  be  using 
up  our  manpower  and  resources. 
Russia  will  have  used  little  of  either 
— just  advisers  and  old  World  War 
II  surpluses  with  a  fine  opportunity 
to  try  out  new  weapons  in  actual 
warfare. 

With  our  government  announcing 
that  we  will  step  in  to  stop  com- 
munism wherever  it  pushes  forward 
— could  there  be  any  more  beautiful 
plan  than  this  to  weaken  our  eco- 
nomic structure  for  the  great  depres- 
sion Moscow  considers  inevitable? 
(And  there  are  many,  even  in  Wall 
Street,  who  agree  with  that!)  The 
Moscow  politburo  correctly  consid- 
ers America  the  economic  and  mili- 
tary bastion  of  remaining  world 
capitalism.  A  great  American  de- 
pression with  the  world-wide 
collapse  of  capitalism  it  would  entail 
is  what  the  Communists  look  for, 
seek  to  promote — that  is  the  key  to 
Communist  strategy.  It  is  for  that 
hour  they  have  been  training  and 
supporting  thousands  of  party  mem- 
bers in  scores  of  countries.  —  Be- 
tween the  Lines. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

[  at  the  Middle  of  the  Century 

in  the  Church  of  the   Brethren 


Paul    Minnich   Robinson 

Pastor,  Hagerstown  Church,  Maryland 


Vesper  Services  at  Camp 

Camps  are  a  part  of  the  total  educational 
program  oi  the  church 


IT  IS  now  half-past  nineteen 
hundred,  and  while  the  world 
is  seething  with  unrest  and 
the  ominous  clouds  of  war 
threaten  to  engulf  the  world  in 
a  storm  of  struggle,  Christians 
from  all  over  the  world,  under 
the  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace 
have  come  together  to  consider 
the  responsibilities  which  the 
Christian  witness  lays  upon 
them  "to  serve  the  present  age." 

We  cannot  take  lightly  either 
the  seriousness  of  the  illness  of 
our  society  or  the  imperative  of 
our  Christian  faith.  With  all  my 
heart  I  believe  that  the  only 
answer  to  the  chaos  of  our  world 
is  the  way  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  only  hope  for  the  salvation 
of  men  and  nations  lies  in  the 
redeeming  grace  of  God. 

The  church,  therefore,  must 
face  squarely  the  task  set  before 


us  in  the  next  half  century. 
Truly,  our  new  frontiers  are  in 
the  realm  of  the  spirit.  And  we 
who  are  engaging  in  the  signifi- 
cant work  of  Christian  education 
must  feel  the  full  weight  of 
responsibility  resting  upon  us 
in  this  remarkable  era  of  op- 
portunity. We  are  all  well  aware 
of  the  importance  of  education 
in  the  life  of  man.  Every  great 
movement  in  history,  not  except- 
ing the  Christian  church,  has 
been  in  a  broad  sense,  an  educa- 
tional movement.  If  any  of  us 
has  had  any  doubts  about  the 
effectiveness  of  an  adequate 
educational  program,  we  need 
only  to  look  at  the  history  of 
Europe  in  the  past  two  decades. 
Professor  Charles  A.  Ellwood 
points  out  that  Germany,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  was 
noted  for  its  piety  and  religious 


spirit.  But  about  that  time, 
Germany  entered  upon  a  pro- 
gram of  compulsory  military 
education  of  all  of  its  young 
men.  Every  German  youth  was 
conditioned  to  the  military  point 
of  view.  Every  German  youth 
was  made  to  feel  that  the  safety 
of  the  Fatherland  was  dependent 
upon  the  use  of  force.  It  was  a 
relatively  easy  thing,  therefore, 
for  Adolph  Hitler,  by  an  inten- 
sive program  of  education,  to 
indoctrinate  the  youth  of  Ger- 
many with  the  principles  of 
national  socialism  with  world- 
shaking  effectiveness.  I  point 
this  out,  because  it  teaches  us 
that,  even  here  in  America,  we 
are  just  one  generation  away 
from  anything,  and  the  life  of  the 
world  in  the  next  half  century 

SEPTEMBER   23,    1950  3 


will  depend  largely  upon  the 
kind  of  education  given  to  the 
youth  of  today.  If  it  is  possible 
for  a  demagogue  so  completely 
to  mold  the  life  of  a  new  genera- 
tion to  his  own  evil  purposes,  the 
thoughtful  person  asks,  "Why  is 
it  not  possible  for  the  church  to 
change  the  life  of  our  world  for 
the  better,  and  to  give  to  our 
people  and  to  our  culture  the 
kind  of  moral  sensitivity  that 
will  enable  us  to  live  together  in 
an  atomic  age?" 

The  aim  of  Christian  educa- 
tion is  not  only  to  fill  the  mind 
with  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
and  his  way  of  life,  but  to  moti- 
vate the  heart  and  the  will  to 
Christian  conduct.  In  this  sense, 
the  total  program  of  the  church 
is  really  Christian  education,  and 
that  is  why  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  in  our 
church  is  often  referred  to  as 
"the  department  of  the  local 
church."  In  the  past,  however, 
we  have  thought  of  Christian 
education  too  largely  in  terms 
of  the  Sunday  school. 

However,  our  Sunday  schools 
have  left  much  to  be  desired.  In 
the  first  place,  the  time  given 
to  the  work  of  the  church  school 
makes  it  impossible  to  give  any 
adequate  training  in  religion.  To 
believe  that  in  an  hour  a  week  at 
the  most,  it  is  possible  to  give 
the  moral  and  spiritual  training 
to  counterbalance  the  secular, 
and  often  pagan,  influences  of 
the  remainder  of  the  week  is 
sheer  folly. 

Again,  we  must  admit  that  our 
Sunday  schools  have  suffered 
seriously  from  the  lack  of  trained 
teachers  and  leaders  in  Christian 
education.  Depending  as  they 
must  upon  volunteer  leadership 
for  the  most  part,  they  have 
often  entrusted  their  children  to 
teachers  who  were  woefully 
ignorant  of  the  basic  principles 
of  pedagogy  and  who  knew  far 
too  little  about  the  Bible  itself. 
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We  cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
the  laws  of  learning  are  just  as 
operative  in  the  field  of  Christian 
education  as  in  any  other  kind 
of  education,  and  it  is  perfectly 
possible  for  a  teacher  to  go 
through  the  motions  of  teaching 
without  having  the  pupils  learn 
a  single  thing. 

Now  obviously,  if  the  future  of 
the  church  and  the  nation,  and 
indeed  of  the  world,  is  resting 
upon  a  sound  program  of  Chris- 
tian education,  halfhearted  and 
perfunctory  attempts  to  train 
our  children  are  not  enough.  As 


Religious  education  needs  em- 
phasis today.  The  religious  and 
political  foundations  of  the  free 
world  are  menaced  by  an  aggres- 
sive police  state  and  by  our  own 
selfishness,  intolerance,  fear  and 
ignorance.  Through  the  study  of 
religion,  of  the  life  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  application  of  religious  prin- 
ciples to  current  problems,  we 
may  come  to  a  deeper  apprecia- 
tion of  the  worth  and  dignity  of 
the  individual  and  to  a  new 
determination  to  strive  for  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  Bound  to- 
gether by  a  strong  and  reasoned 
faith,  we  will  be  better  able  to 
resist  those  who  would  enslave 
us  and  to  secure  freedom  for  the 
oppressed. — Paul  H.  Douglas,  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois. 


we  face  a  new  half  century,  we 
must  come  to  terms  with  our- 
selves, and  see  if  we  intend  to 
take  seriously  the  challenge  of 
this  hour.  We  need  also  to 
carefully  think  through  our  ob- 
jectives for  the  next  half  cen- 
tury. 

If  her  program  is  to  be  effec- 
tive, the  church  must  mobilize 
all  her  resources  in  a  serious,  all- 
out  attempt  to  change  the  pat- 
tern of  society  by  changing 
human  lives.  The  times  demand 
that  kind  of  sacrificial  endeavor. 
We  cannot  think  of  Christian 
education  as  just  a  worth-while 
extracurricular  activity.  We 
must  see  it  as  the  heart  of  our 
task.  We  need  to  re-examine 
carefully  our  existing  institu- 
tions, to  determine  if  they  are 


meeting  the  needs  of  today  and 
then  have  the  courage  to  change 
our  patterns  where  changes  are 
needed.  We  must  not  be  afraid 
to  make  use  of  the  best  methods 
and  techniques  known  to  educa- 
tion, and  we  shall  have  to  be 
prepared  to  pay  the  price  of 
effective  training,  in  sacrifice,  in 
devotion  and  in  dollars  and 
cents. 

Such  an  all-out  program  of 
Christian  Education  demands 
first  of  all,  a  better  integration  of 
all  our  educational  agencies.  We 
are  all  aware  that  often  in  the 
past,  the  church  school  has  been 
regarded  as  an  institution  sepa- 
rate from  the  church,  and  many 
times,  indeed,  has  become  its 
competitor  instead  of  its  edu- 
cational arm.  At  any  rate,  if  they 
are  to  serve  present-day  needs, 
our  Sunday  schools  themselves 
must  become  more  purposeful 
and  meaningful  and  must  be 
taken  with  a  great  deal  more 
seriousness.  It  is  heartening  to 
know  that  real  progress  in  this 
direction  is  being  made  in  many 
of  our  churches. 

Progress  is  also  being  made  in 
the  training  of  our  teachers.  On 
the  whole,  there  are  more 
trained  teachers  in  our  church 
schools  today  than  ever  before, 
but  the  lack  of  good  teachers  is 
still  the  most  serious  problem  in 
our  educational  program.  We 
must  continue  to  insist  on  higher 
standards  and  we  must  provide 
adequate  preteaching  and  in- 
service  training  for  our  leaders. 

Along  with  improvements  in 
the  quality  of  our  teaching  and 
educational  facilities  in  our 
churches  goes  the  need  for  more 
time.  Sunday  school  for  a  half 
hour  or  an  hour  on  Sunday 
morning  is  just  not  enough  for 
an  atomic  era.  Some  churches 
have  developed  an  extended  ses- 
sion of  the  church  school  for 
children  during  the  morning 
worship  period.  Others  have  ex- 
perimented with  various  forms 
of  a  junior  church.   Some  others 
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Basis  for  Christian  Education 

Guest   editorial   by   A.   C.   Baugher,   presi- 
dent. Elizabethtown  College.  Pennsylvania 

THE  scribes  were  the  educa- 
tors of  the  Hebrew  people. 
They  were  the  first  profes- 
sional teachers.  Ezra,  "the  ready 
scribe,"  it  is  said,  "prepared  his 
heart  to  seek  the  law  of  the  Lord 
and  to  do  it,  and  to  teach  in  Israel 
statutes  and  judgments."  He 
brought  about  a  great  religious 
awakening  among  his  people 
through  his  efforts  in  teaching 
the  statutes  and  judgments  of 
the  Lord. 

The  synagogues  arose  during 
the  period  of  the  exile  as  the 
places  for  instruction,  meditation 
and  prayer.  These  the  Hebrew 
people  felt  necessary  because 
their  family  life  had  suffered 
greatly  during  their  exile.  Grad- 
ually the  synagogues  became 
centers  for  teaching.  Services 
were  held  on  the  Sabbath  and 
on  two  week  days.  A  portion 
of  the  law  was  read  in  Hebrew, 
then  translated  and  explained  by 
the  scribes.  The  scribes  were  the 
teachers,  lawyers  and  interpre- 
ters. Portions  of  the  prophets 
were  also  systematically  read. 
In  this  manner  the  entire  law 
was  covered  in  a  period  of  three 
years. 

The  scribes  as  teachers  and 
interpreters  of  the  law  devoted 
themselves  so  studiously  to  their 
task  that  piety  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  law  became  synonymous. 
Jesus  did  not  condemn  them  for 
their  thoroughness  and  devotion. 
But  he  did  criticize  them  sharply 
when  their  zeal  for  the  meti- 
culous observance  of  the  Law  of 
Moses  drew  them  away  from 
communion  with  God  and  fel- 
lowship with  their  own  people. 

When  Jesus  began  his  ministry 
he  had  to  meet  these  devoted 
professional  scribes-teachers  and 
"law-yers"  face  to  face.  He  did 
so,  not  to  destroy  the  law  or  the 


teaching  profession,  but  to  vital- 
ize the  content  of  their  teaching. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  Jesus  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  scribes.  He  himself  was  a 
teacher  and  rested  his  program 
on  the  teaching  technique.  He 
used  parables,  performed  mir- 
acles, gave  precept  and  example 
to  present  his  message  of  re- 
demption. He  taught  by  the  lake, 
on  the  hillside,  in  the  sick  room, 
in  the  temple,  on  the  dusty  road, 
at  the  table  while  eating.  He 
knew  his  subject.  He  was  master 
of  his  message,  and  "he  taught 
as  one  having  authority." 

When  we  speak  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  teacher,  we  refer  to  the 
method  he  used  in  bringing  his 
plan  of  redemption.  Just  as  God 
created  man  with  the  freedom  of 
choice,  so  Jesus  Christ  decided  to 
use  the  teaching  technique.  He 
could  have  been  a  dynamic 
leader  of  men,  but  he  chose  to 
be  a  teacher.  He  could  have 
been  a  great  lawyer  or  physician, 
but  he  chose  to  be  a  teacher.  He 
moved  on  the  assumption  that  if 
he  taught  the  people  the  mean- 
ing of  love,  righteousness,  for- 
giveness and  redemption  that 
then  they  could  be  free  to  choose 
to  follow  him  and  accept  his  offer 
of  salvation.  His  plan  and 
method  are  logical  and  con- 
sistent with  God's  creative  plan 
of  man  made  in  the  image  of 
God  himself.  Man  has  the  same 
fredom  of  choice  toward  Christ's 
plan  of  redemption  as  he  had  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Protestantism  is  based  upon 
two  primary  doctrines,  the  one, 
that  salvation  comes  through 
faith;  the  other,  the  priesthood  of 
believers.  Protestant  Christian- 
ity is  the  very  essence  of  democ- 
racy. It  is  the  direct  antithesis  of 
force  and  dictatorship  in  matters 
pertaining  to  religion  as  well  as 
in  the  political  area  of  life.  It 
rests  its  case  on  the  basis  that 
each  individual  reads  and  under- 


stands the  Word  of  God.  Those 
who  seek  salvation  can  approach 
the  throne  of  grace  and  plead 
for  forgiveness  without  fear  or 
price.  All  of  God's  believing 
people  are  priests  before  him. 
In  short,  our  concept  of  Protes- 
tant Christianity  implies  an  ac- 
quaintance with  God's  Word 
that  can  come  only  through  a 
careful  study  of  the  Bible.  This 
is  the  basis  for  Christian  educa- 
tion. 

It  is  a  common  thing  to  hear 
the  words  "ye  shall  know  the 
truth  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free"  (John  8:32).  But  this 
is  only  a  half  truth.  It  is  only 
part  of  Jesus'  statement.  In  the 
first  part  of  the  statement  (vs. 
31),  he  sets  forth  the  conditions 
upon  which  one  may  claim  to 
know  the  truth.  He  said,  "If  ye 
continue  in  my  word  then  are  ye 
my  disciples  indeed."  Disciple- 
ship  is  the  gateway  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  God's  Word.  Truth  and 
freedom  are  the  fruits  of  dis- 
cipleship.  We  need  to  exercise 
constant  care  lest  we  become 
more  interested  in  freedom  than 
in  discipleship.  The  strength  and 
progress  of  Protestant  Chris- 
tianity depends  upon  a  continu- 
ing study  of  God's  Word.  It  is 
our  philosophy  that  a  devoted 
study  of  the  Bible  will  culminate 
in  discipleship.  This  is  the  basis 
for  our  program  of  Christian 
education. 


Only  a  sense  of  the  vivid  reality 
of  God.  which  gives  to  men  and 
women  common  spiritual  values, 
can  save.  And  the  one  force  which 
can  achieve  this,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  is  a  flaming  Christianity.  To 
avoid  shipwreck  we  must  turn 
back  to  the  life-giving,  yeasty 
fundamentals  taught  by  lesus 
Christ  and  make  them  more  reg- 
nant in  our  daily  lives.  In  these 
crucial  times  that  means  more  in- 
tensive and  gripping  religious 
education. — Francis   B.   Sayre. 
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World  Convention  on  Christian  Education 


On-the-spot  reports  of  important  meetings  at  Toronto 


THE  thirteenth  World  Con- 
vention on  Christian  Educa- 
tion was  held  at  Toronto, 
Canada,  on  August  10-16.  The 
World  Council  on  Christian 
Education  was  formerly  the 
World  Sunday-school  Associa- 
tion. Twelve  previous  conven- 
tions of  the  association  have  been 
held  in  cities  all  over  the  world, 
three  of  them  in  the  United 
States.  The  last  convention  in 
our  country  was  at  Los  Angeles 
in  1928;  the  last  convention  was 
held  at  Oslo,  Norway,  in  1936. 
One  scheduled  for  Durban,  South 
Africa,  in  1940  was  canceled  be- 
cause of  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Thursday 

Those  of  us  who  live  in  the 
eastern  part  of  our  country  were 
extremely  fortunate  to  have  such 
a  convention  within  easy  driving 
distance.  One  of  your  reporters 
left  southern  Ohio  at  3  a.m.  on 
Thursday,  August  10,  and  ar- 
rived in  Toronto  that  evening, 
just  in  time  to  check  in  at  the 
hotel  before  attending  the  first 
plenary  session. 

The  first  session  will  be  de- 
scribed in  detail,  because  it  is 
typical  of  all  the  plenary  ses- 
sions. The  plenary  sessions  were 
held  in  the  Coliseum,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Canadian  Nation- 
al Exhibition  Park.  We  entered 
the  huge  building  just  as  the 
opening  hymn  was  being  sung. 
Following  this,  we  were  pleas- 
antly surprised  to  hear  the 
lovely  voice  of  Mrs.  Rosa  Page 
Welch  as  she  led  us  in  a  choral 
call  to  worship.  Then  as  we  stood 
and  sang  together  The  Church's 
One  Foundation  ninety-three 
fraternal  delegates  from  other 
ecumenical  church  bodies  led  a 
processional  onto  the  stage.  Rep- 
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Dean  Frantz  and  Stanley  Bittinger 


resented  in  this  processional 
were  the  World's  Y.M.C.A.  and 
Y.W.C.A.,  the  World's  Student 
Christian  Federation,  the  United 
Bible  Societies,  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  This  was  a 
great  demonstration  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ, 
even  as  the  Master  prayed  that 
we  would  be.  There  were  people 
in  business  suits,  but  more  com- 
mon were  the  national  costumes 
of  many  countries:  a  young  man 
in  Scotch  kilts,  a  woman  dressed 
in  an  Indian  sari,  an  Arab  sheik 
in  full  dress.  It  was  a  stirring 
sight  to  see  these  people  repre- 
senting many  faiths  and  many 
countries  march  down  the  aisle 
and  take  their  places  on  the  plat- 
form. 

The  unity  in  Christ  of  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention  was 
further  borne  out  when  we 
prayed  the  Lord's  Prayer  to- 
gether, each  in  his  own  tongue. 
The  hymns  in  our  convention 
hymnal  were  also  printed  in  the 
four  official  languages  of  the 
convention:  French,  German, 
Spanish  and  English.  The  con- 
vention hymn  was  Fairest  Lord 
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Jesus  and  when  your  reporter 
heard  people  of  all  faiths  and 
races  and  nations  singing  as  one 
voice  the  words  of  this  hymn,  a 
lump  rose  in  his  throat.  Here 
before  our  very  eyes  was  seen 
the  oneness  of  all  believers  in 
Christ,  regardless  of  denomina- 
tion, creed  and  race.  In  fact,  de- 
nominations seem  far  removed 
in  an  atmosphere  like  this. 

After  many  statements  of 
welcome,  Lord  Mackintosh  of 
Halifax,  who  is  president  of  the 
World  Council  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, gave  the  main  address. 
He  said  that  "  'Christ  the  Hope 
of  the  World,'  which  was  the 
theme  of  the  1936  Oslo  conven- 
tion is  now  even  more  meaning- 
ful as  the  sands  of  time  run  out." 
The  first  plenary  session  closed 
with  delegates  from  India,  An- 
gola, Germany,  Fiji  and  Argen- 
tina giving  their  testimony  on 
the  convention  theme,  "Jesus 
Christ— Teacher  and  Lord."  The 
words  of  the  Indian  representa- 
tive were  typical,  "Christ  offers 
the  whole  way  of  life." 

As  we  made  our  way  out  of  the 
Coliseum,  we  were  pleasantly 
surprised  to  see  A.  C.  Baugher 
and  family,  Paul  Weaver  of  Mid- 
dle Indiana,  Kenneth  Yingst  of 


Northern  Illinois  and  other 
Brethren.  It  always  looks  good 
to  see  Brethren  participating  in 
church  conventions  such  as  this. 

Friday 

We  found  ourselves  on  the 
University  of  Toronto  campus  at 
an  early  hour  this  morning,  since 
we  were  unable  to  register  last 
night.  Many  of  the  group  meet- 
ings will  be  held  on  this  lovely 
campus.  The  university  has  an 
enrollment  of  18,000,  and  many 
of  its  buildings  remind  one  of 
European  architecture.  Mankind 
also  owes  a  great  debt  to  this 
university,  because  it  was  here 
that  insulin  was  first  discovered 
in  1922. 

As  we  registered,  we  were 
given  a  convention  booklet  and 
a  delegate's  badge.  The  booklet 
revealed  that  the  work  of  the 
convention  was  to  be  divided 
among  four  main  divisions:  (1) 
Christian  Education  as  a  Whole, 
(2)  Christian  Education  of  Chil- 
dren, (3)  Christian  Education  of 
Youth,  (4)  Christian  Education 
of  Adults. 

In  most  of  these  divisions, 
there  was  a  main  address  each 
morning,  following  which  the 
group  was  divided  into  forum 
groups  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussion. Our  worship  on  this 
first  morning  was  led  by  a  black- 
fezzed  Indonesian,  I.  P.  Simand- 
joentak,  secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Christian 
Education.  It  is  heart-warming 
to  realize  that  though  the  ances- 
tors of  some  of  these  South  Sea 
islanders  were  cannibals  and 
head-hunters,  through  the  power 
of  the  gospel,  they  have  come  to 
tell  us  "civilized"  people  of 
Christ  and  his  way  of  life. 
.  Dr.  Visser  't  Hooft,  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  whose  office  in 
Geneva  is  just  across  the  hall 
from  that  of  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler, 
spoke  on  the  relationship  of 
Christian  education  to  the  world. 
He  said  that  some  people  present 
the  timeless  message  of  the 
gospel  without  regard  to  its  set- 
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ting.  Others,  he  said,  let  Chris- 
tian education  be  colored  by  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  but  neither 
Christian  education  in  a  vacuum 
nor  the  adaptation  of  Christian 
education  to  its  environment  is 
the  answer.  "The  true  answer 
is  the  transmission  of  eternal 
unchanging  truth  in  such  a 
form  that  it  really  comes  to  grips 
with  the  modern  world." 

Division  I  had  scheduled  six 
sectional  meetings  for  the  after- 
noons. The  subjects  of  them 
were:    (1)    The  Sunday  school, 

(2)  Vacation    Church    School, 

(3)  Teaching  Religion  in  Week- 
day Schools,  (4)  Leadership 
Education,  (5)  Christian  Edu- 
cation of  Illiterates,  (6)  Radio 
as  a  Means  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion. Since  there  were  only  four 
afternoon  meetings,  it  was  im- 
possible to  attend  all  of  these.  In 
fact,  any  one  delegate  could  at- 
tend only  a  small  part  of  the 
meetings,  since  so  many  of  them 
were  scheduled  simultaneously, 
and  the  meeting  places  were 
scattered  over  a  wide  area. 


This  first  afternoon,  your 
scribe  saw  a  filmstrip  on  Sunday- 
Schools  Around  the  World.  It 
was  very  interesting  and  may  be 
ordered  by  anyone  who  desires 
to  see  what  Sunday  schools  look 
like  in  many  parts  of  our  globe. 
It  was  also  heartening  to  learn 
that  there  are  37,000,000  children 
in  Sunday  school  in  129  coun- 
tries, and  that  there  are  360,000 
Sunday  schools.  At  3:15  each 
afternoon  in  the  Hart  House 
theater,  this  division  shows  out- 
standing religious  movies. 

The  theme  of  the  Friday  eve- 
ning plenary  session  was  The 
Written  Word  and  the  Living 
Word.  Delegates  from  The 
Netherlands,  China,  Lebanon, 
the  Philippines,  Madagascar  and 
India,  dressed  in  native  costume, 
and  using  both  English  and  their 
own  language,  spoke  briefly  on 
this  theme.  It  is  amazing  to  see 
the  extent  to  which  English  is 
used  here;  most  of  the  delegates 
speak  and  understand  it. 
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Dr.  Luther  A.  Weigle,  dean 
emeritus  of  Yale  Divinity 
School,  spoke  on  Christian  Edu- 
cation in  the  Second  Half  of  the 
Twentieth  Century.  His  main 
thought  was  that  religious  free- 
dom is  basic,  that  without  it  all 
other  freedoms  are  in  danger, 
and  that  Christian  education 
must  contribute  to  the  growth 
of  freedom  in  the  next  fifty 
years.  He  also  emphasized  the 
necessity  of  approaching  our 
common  task  together. 

Saturday 

Division  I  met  in  the  Odeon 
theater,  where  a  three-hour  pro- 
gram of  religious  moving  pic- 
tures was  shown.  The  limitation 
of  space  does  not  permit  an 
appraisal  of  them,  but  one  in 
particular  was  very  valuable.  It 
was  one  of  a  series  of  six  shorts, 
made  to  show  how  life  was  lived 
2,000  years  ago.  Any  Sunday 
school  or  church  would  profit 
immensely  from  the  use  of  these 
pictures.  Your  reporter  was  im- 
pressed many  times  in  Toronto 
by  the  large  number  of  very  fine 
visual  aids  which  are  available 
for  the  work  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. 

Another  indelible  impression 
of  this  convention  was  the  large 
number  of  young  people  who 
were  present.  One  of  your  re- 
porters was  able  to  attend  many 
of  the  sessions  of  Division  III  and 
report  on  them. 

The  meetings  of  the  division 
on  the  Christian  Education  of 
Youth  met  in  a  group  of  univer- 
sity and  church  buildings  clus- 
tered in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  city.  A  pattern  established 
on  Friday  was  followed  through- 
out the  rest  of  the  week.  Every 
morning  the  entire  division  met 
in  a  church  for  group  worship 
and  a  sermon  on  the  subject 
which  was  later  discussed  by 
about  fifty  discussion  groups  of 
twenty  persons  each.  These 
groups  spent  the  first  hour  of 
their  time  in  Bible  study  and  the 
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Rev.  William  Haddad  of  Syria,  tells  a  group  of  children  stories  about 
the  Bible  from  his  firsthand  knowledge  of  the  Bible  lands 


second  in  a  discussion  of  the 
subject,  Christian  Youth  in  the 
Contemporary  World.  To  at- 
tempt to  give  a  summary  of  what 
these  fifty  groups  discussed 
would  be  an  impossible  task,  but 
the  Bible  discussion  leaders  as 
well  as  the  discussion  leaders 
met  frequently  to  share  the  find- 
ings of  their  groups  and  keep 
them  together.  In  the  Bible 
study,  the  topics  of  discussion 
centered  on  the  theme,  Thy  Will 
Be  Done,  with  four  topics  for 
the  four  days  on  Jesus,  Knowing 
and  Doing  the  Will  of  God,  The 
Christian  Witness  of  Love,  and 
the  Christian  Witness  of  Obedi- 
ence Resulting  in  Freedom.  The 
discussion  groups  discussed 
topics  relating  to  the  present 
status  of  youth  in  the  world, 
youth  and  industry,  youth  in  the 
local  church,  and  youth  in  the 
ecumenical  movement. 

In  all  of  these  groups  it  was 
very  interesting  and  enlighten- 
ing to  hear  the  foreign  delegates 
give  the  problems  of  their 
churches,  and  to  hear  other  and 
new,  as  well  as  familiar,  inter- 
pretations of  Bible  passages. 
Sometimes  we  found  it  easier  to 


talk  about  our  differences  than 
of  our  likenesses. 

In  the  afternoons,  there  were 
ten  interest  groups  which  met 
and  gave  help  and  information 
on  such  subjects  as  leadership 
training,  voluntary  service  proj- 
ects, youth  evangelism,  etc.  All 
of  these  took  on  new  meaning 
when  viewed  from  a  world  point 
of  view,  instead  of  just  the 
United  States.  These  groups 
were  made  especially  interest- 
ing by  reports  from  people  from 
many  parts  of  the  Christian 
world,  many  of  whom  were 
dressed  in  the  costume  of  their 
mother  countries.  Slides,  films 
and  short  plays  were  also  used 
to  impress  upon  our  minds  the 
facts  to  be  learned. 

The  theme  for  the  evening 
plenary  session  was  The  Hope  of 
All  Nations.  Charles  Malik, 
head  of  the  Lebanonese  delega- 
tion to  the  United  Nations,  spoke 
on  The  Crisis  of  Faith.  He  said 
that  people  are  nauseatingly 
superficial  and  that  faith  seems 
almost  to  have  departed  from 
the  earth.  He  also  stated  that 
the  West  must  share  its  benefits 
more    liberally    and    articulate 


with  boldness  its  basic  convic- 
tions. He  listed  eleven  elements 
of  our  Western  faith,  and  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  our  funda- 
mental battle  is  against  cynicism 
and  despair,  and  that  we  need  a 
union  between  men  of  thought 
and  prayer  and  men  of  action. 

One  of  the  delegates  from 
Korea  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion. There  are  several  Chris- 
tians from  Korea  present.  Our 
hearts  go  out  to  them,  for  the 
home  cities  of  some  of  these 
people  have  been  bombed  by 
American  planes  since  they  left 
their  country.  They  do  not  know 
whether  their  families  are  alive 
or  dead.  I  think  that  everyone 
here  is  suffering  with  the 
Korean  delegates  to  whom  the 
horror  of  modern  war  has  come. 

Sunday 

On  Sunday  morning  we  were 
free  to  worship  in  the  churches 
of  Toronto.  It  was  not  difficult 
to  find  a  church,  since  Toronto 
shares  with  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the 
title  "City  of  Churches."  Toron- 
to has  515  organized  church 
bodies.  One  of  your  reporters 
went  to  the  Timothy  Eaton 
Memorial  church,  where  Dr. 
James      Gordon      Gilkey      was 


preaching.  Many  other  Brethren 
were  seen  at  this  particular 
church. 

In  the  afternoon,  an  outdoor 
rally  was  held  at  the  Robert 
Raikes  statue  in  Queen's  Park. 
A  wreath  was  laid  on  this  statue 
in  commemoration  of  the  work 
of  Robert  Raikes  in  organizing 
the  Sunday-school  movement 
back  in  1789.  As  several  thou- 
sand people  crowded  around,  one 
was  reminded  of  the  great  out- 
door meetings  which  Whitefield 
and  Wesley  held  in  England. 
When  we  were  asked  to  sing, 
the  chorister  even  quoted  John 
Wesley  and  said,  "Sing  as  if  the 
devil  were  listening." 

One  of  the  real  privileges  of 
a  meeting  like  this  is  the  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  with  people  from 
other  countries.  There  was  time 
to  do  that  on  Sunday.  One 
memorable  statement  made  by 
one  of  the  leading  churchmen  of 
Finland  was  this,  "Only  a  fool 
could  wish  war."  This  came 
from  a  man  whose  country  is 
next  door  to  Russia.  A  Dutch 
businessman  told  us  of  a  tragic 
week  in  his  town  during  the  war, 
when  forty-two  babies  died  of 
starvation.  He  also  told  us  how 
they  taught  their  children  to  lie 
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Philippine  delegates  present  a  gift  to  Rev.  William  Haddad  of  Syria. 
Epiphania  Castro,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  report,  is  at  right  of  picture 


during  the  war  in  order  to  save 
their  lives.  But  now  the  parents 
are  having  difficulty  in  teaching 
their  children  that  lying  is 
wrong. 

On  Sunday  evening,  about  15,- 
000  youth  and  adults  gathered 
in  the  famous  ice-hockey  sta- 
dium, Maple  Leaf  Gardens,  for 
the  Youth  Service  of  Witness.  It 
was  different  from  many  youth 
meetings  in  that  this  meeting 
was  a  solemn,  rather  formal 
meeting  stead  of  the  usual  in- 
formal, rather  gay  atmosphere 
of  many  youth  meetings.  In 
this  beautifully  decorated  sta- 
dium, with  a  picture  of  Christ 
above  the  motto,  "Jesus  Christ 
Is  Lord,"  and  flanked  by  stained 
glass  windows  on  each  side,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Li  of  China  gave  the  main 
address.  He  spoke  on  how  man 
working  for  God  can  change 
history.  He  stressed  the  point 
that  only  our  changed  lives  are 
the  proof  of  God  to  many  per- 
sons. Today  we  need  a  burning 
faith  that  nothing  can  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God  and 
then  go  out  and  live  for  him.  We 
need  to  believe:  (1)  that  the 
center  of  history  is  God,  (2) 
that  youth  is  the  time  for  the 
fullest  utilization  of  God's 
powers  and  (3)  that  the  only 
way  to  have  a  life  that  is  free 
is  by  obedience  to  Christ.  Only 
the  truth  can  make  us  free;  we 
have  no  other  alternative. 

Three  young  people  gave  the 
most  moving  testimonies  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life  that  this 
reporter  has  ever  heard.  Julia 
Visotto  of  Brazil  said  that  "the 
size  and  importance  that  Jesus 
plays  in  the  world  depends  upon 
us  Christians."  Joel  Sorenson  of 
Sweden  said  that  "we  must  bring 
the  whole  of  life  under  the  sway 
of  Jesus  Christ."  Epiphania 
Castro  of  the  Philippines  said, 
"Education  is  like  a  car — it  can 
take  us  places  but  what  if  we 
get  the  wrong  driver?  Education 
must  be  guided  by  Christ." 
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Monday 

Ruth  Seabury,  who  has 
worked  in  Japan,  spoke  this 
morning  on  Educating  Children 
in  Christian  World  Citizenship. 
She  talked  about  the  various 
ways  in  which  we  can  help  our 
children  to  grow  up  with  an 
appreciation  of  all  people  every- 
where. The  discussion  was  con- 
cerned with  this  topic,  and  it 
was  thrilling  to  see  how  many 
different  projects  were  being 
used  as  a  means  of  doing  this 
very  thing.  Rev.  Fujita  of  Japan 
pointed  out  that  Japanese  Chris- 
tian children  never  hated  Ameri- 
can children  during  the  war, 
because  of  the  missionaries  who 
had  taught  them  to  love  all 
people.  Dessie  Miller,  who  is 
director  of  children's  work  for 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  had 
charge  of  one  of  the  discussion 
groups  in  this  division. 

Your  reporter  attended  a  ses- 
sion on  leadership  training  in 
the  afternoon,  where  various 
films  for  training  leaders  were 
presented.  There  is  an  abun- 
dance of  material  in  this  field, 
and  it  is  inexcusable  that 
churches  should  limp  along  with 
untrained  leadership,  because  so 
many  helps  are  available  to  help 
train  local  leaders. 

About  fifteen  of  us  had  a  press 
conference  with  Dr.  Kagawa 
this  afternoon,  but  what  he  said 
is  too  important  to  be  put  here 
in  abbreviated  form.  He  has  just 
come  to  North  America  from  a 
six  months'  tour  of  Europe.  He 
will  speak  in  146  cities  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  in  the 
next  six  months.  His  popularity 
as  a  speaker  may  be  seen  in  the 
fact  that  350  requests  for  his 
coming  to  U.  S.  cities  were 
turned  down. 

The  Brethren  delegates  as- 
sembled in  Child's  restaurant  for 
fellowship  and  inspiration  on 
Monday  night.  About  150  were 
expected  and  more  than  180 
were    present.     A.    C.    Baugher 


was  the  toastmaster.  Bro.  P.  G. 
Bhagat  spoke  on  education  in 
India,  then  C.  E.  Davis  spoke 
about  a  survey  to  be  carried  out 
next  year  by  the  Christian  Edu- 
cation Commission.  Paul  M. 
Robinson  then  spoke  on  Chris- 
tian Education  for  the  Brethren 
in  the  Second  Half  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Century.  Four  people — S. 
Earl  Mitchell,  Dessie  Miller,  J. 
R.  Showalter,  and  Bernard  N. 
King — spoke  briefly  on  various 
facets  of  Christian  education. 
Brethren  F.  S.  Carper  and  James 
H.  Elrod  then  keynoted  what 
they  thought  we  delegates  should 
take  back  from  this  convention. 
The  attendance  by  regions  at 
this  meeting  was  as  follows: 
Southeastern,  44;  Eastern,  29; 
Central,  69;  Western,  21;  Pacific, 
4,  with  several  from  Canada,  one 
from  Alaska,  Bro.  Bhagat  from 
India,  and  several  guests. 

Tuesday 

Miss  Vimala  Rajamanickam 
of  India  spoke  this  morning  on 
The  Common  Task  of  Home  and 
Church.    She  was  followed  by 


Gerald  E.  Knoff  of  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation, who  spoke  on  the  same 
subject. 

In  the  afternoon,  seven  re- 
gional meetings  were  held,  in 
which  delegates  from  each  of  the 
various  regions  of  the  world  met 
to  discuss  common  problems  and 
consider  how  they  might  best 
present  the  gospel  to  the  world. 
The  meeting  for  the  United 
States  and  Canadian  delegates 
was  the  twenty-second  quadren- 
nial convention  of  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious 
Education.  Officers  for  a  four- 
year  term  were  re-elected,  in- 
cluding the  re-election  of  Harold 
Stassen  as  president.  Dr.  John 
Payne  then  spoke  on  The  Great- 
est Work  in  the  World,  which  he 
said  was  the  touching  of  human 
life  through  the  Sunday  school. 
His  remarks  were  a  great  chal- 
lenge to  Sunday-school  teachers. 

As  a  boy  from  Bermuda  and 
I  were  standing  on  the  corner 
waiting  for  a  streetcar,  a  car 
stopped  to  pick  us  up  and  take 
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On  a  Mission  of  Hatred 

We  first  discover  Paul  on  a  mis- 
sion of  hatred.  We  see  him  as  a 
fanatical  Pharisee,  filled  with  anger 
against  the  first  Christians,  eager  to 
stamp  out  their  movement  and  using 
his  authority  to  fight  them.  The 
fact  that  Paul  was  sincere  in  his 
mistaken  zeal  does  not  soften  the 
picture  we  get  in  his  own  words 
of  one  who  would  stop  at  nothing 
to  destroy  the  followers  of  Jesus. 
It  is  a  picture  we  see  often  in  these 
days — of  men  thoroughly  committed 
to  a  false  and  dangerous  ideology. 
Unfortunately,  we  seem  to  think 
the  only  way  we  can  check  them  is 
to  take  on  ourselves  a  mission  of 
hatred. 

But  God  never  gave  up  Paul,  for 
he  knew  that  such  commitment 
could  be  used  for  Christ.  And 
Stephen  forgave  Paul  along  with  the 
rest  of  his  murderers.  The  result  was 
that,  even  as  Paul  went  on  his 
mission   of   hate,    he   saw    a   vision 


of  Christ  and  he  became  obedient 

to  that  vision. 

On  a  Mission  of  Love 

So  he  who  had  been  hated  and 
feared  by  the  Christians  became 
their  champion,  their  spokesman, 
their  ambassador,  their  missionary. 
His  zeal  took  a  new  direction  and 
his  drive  was  channeled  into  a  dy- 
namic service  for  Christ. 

The  change  from  Saul  to  Paul, 
from  an  enemy  of  Christ  to  his 
greatest  champion,  stands  as  a  his- 
toric argument  against  all  those 
"realists"  who  say,  "You  can't  do 
business  with  Hitler,"  or  "The  only 
language  the  Russians  understand  is 
in  terms  of  military  might."  Look 
what  the  Christian  church  would 
have  lost  if  a  group  of  early  Chris- 
tians, in  justified  self-defense,  would 
have  ganged  up  to  dispose  of  their 
enemy,  Saul  of  Tarsus. 

There  is  another  way  for  our 
world,  the  way  of  Jesus,  the  way  of 
Stephen,  the  way  of  the  cross. 


WUai  BUhU  %/e  Cnpect  0/  Sunday  School? 


THE  Sunday  school  is  an  es- 
sential unit  in  our  church 
program.  We  cannot  do 
without  it.  The  Sunday  school 
is  the  church  at  Bible  study;  it 
is  the  training  center  of  the 
church.  Since  it  is  the  place 
where  children  first  come  in 
contact  with  the  church,  that 
contact  should  be  reverent  and 
meaningful  and  should  not  give 
an  impression  of  mere  amuse- 
ment or  entertainment.  We  be- 
lieve that  every  effort  to  make 
the  Sunday  school  a  success  is  a 
real  service  for  the  Lord  and  the 
church.  We  praise  every  one 
who  is  willing  to  give  himself 
in  service  to  make  it  what  it 
ought  to  be.  All  of  us  are  eager 
to  see  it  grow  and  prosper;  it 
behooves  us  all  to  see  that  it 
really  does  accomplish  what  we 
rightly  should  expect  of  it. 

But  what  is  real  success  in  our 
Sunday-school  work?  Is  it  a 
large  enrollment  and  a  large 
average  attendance?  Is  it  in  what 
the  children  learn  of  the  Bible 
and  in  whether  they  become  real 
Christians  and  church  attend- 
ants? Is  it  a  proper  attitude 
toward  Christ  and  the  church? 
After  visiting  many  churches 
and  observing  their  Sunday 
schools  several  things  have  im- 
pressed me.  The  most  glaring 
thing  in  many  churches,  especi- 
ally in  towns  and  cities,  is  the 
marked  difference  in  attendance 
in  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
church  service  which  immedi- 
ately follows  it.  To  me  it  is 
alarming  and  heartbreaking  to 
see  a  stream  of  folks  leave  the 
church  after  Sunday  school  is 
dismissed.  This  applies  not  only 
to  the  children,  but  also  to  young 
people  and  even  some  parents 
and  teachers. 

What  is  the  marginal  learning 
which  children  get  from  this 
situation?  It  is  that  the  Sunday 
school  is  a  separate  institution 
from   the    church    and   a   more 
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important  one;  that  to  attend 
Sunday  school  is  sufficient.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  we  lose  many 
people  permanently  from  the 
church?  The  emphasis  that  is 
put  upon  enrollment  and  attend- 
ance by  means  of  the  register  on 
the  wall  in  the  auditorium  and 
in  other  ways  impresses  upon  all 
the  importance  of  attendance  in 
the  Sunday  school.  Why  not 
have  a  similar  register  for 
church  attendance?  Why  should 
not  Sunday-school  workers 
spend  as  much  time  and  energy 
keeping  up  attendance  in  the 
church  as  in  the  Sunday  school? 

Now  there  may  be  legitimate 
reasons  for  some  children  to  go 
home  after  Sunday  school,  es- 
pecially for  those  whose  parents 
are  absent.  But  it  certainly  is  the 
duty  of  all  parents  to  be  in  the 
church  themselves  and  to  keep 
their  children  there  with  them. 
In  church  children  should  sit 
with  their  parents  until  they  are 
old  enough  to  sit  reverently  by 
themselves.  And  why  should 
not  Sunday-school  teachers  bring 
their  pupils  (whose  parents  may 
be  absent)  into  the  church  serv- 
ice and  sit  with  them  there?  This 
is  the  kind  of  co-operation  that 
is  needed  to  build  a  successful 
church.  If  the  Sunday  school 
does  not  train  children  for 
church  membership  and  does  not 
lead  them  to  become  regular 
church  attendants,  then  surely  it 
fails  in  its  most  important  duty. 

Having  a  separate  building  for 
the  Sunday  school  may  create 
the  impression  that  the  Sunday 
school  is  separate  from  the 
church,  and  thus  increase  the 
temptation  to  go  home  after  the 
Sunday  school  is  dismissed.  In 
this  there  will  need  to  be  extra 
care  lest  the  Sunday  school  draw 
folks  away  from  the  church 
rather  than  toward  it. 


The  Sunday  school  should 
teach  reverence  for  sacred  things 
—the  Bible,  the  Lord's  day  and 
God's  house,  and  an  understand- 
ing of  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of 
God  which  must  be  learned  and 
obeyed.  It  should  encourage  its 
pupils  to  accept  Jesus  as  their 
Savior  and  to  become  members 
of  the  church  and  regular  at- 
tendants at  church  services.  If 
the  Sunday  school  is  a  unit  of  the 
church  it  must  create  loyalty  to 
the  church. 

If  the  Sunday  school  fails  to 
achieve  these  results  it  is  not  a 
complete  success.  We  appeal  to> 
all  members  of  the  church* 
to  assist  in  every  way  possible  to> 
make  the  Sunday  school  a  rea& 
training  center  for  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  for  the  children  of 
today  must  be  the  church  leaders 
of  tomorrow.  It  is  in  our  hands 
to  determine  what  the  church  of 
the  future  will  be. 


On  Giving  Up 

Roy  White 

Chicago,  niinois 

WHAT  the  army  wants, 
they  take,"  was  the  reply 
to  a  group  of  Chicago 
parents  who  protested  an  army 
contract  with  their  parks  board 
to  build  two  army  buildings 
across  the  street  from  our  Doug- 
las Park  church  community. 

"You  waste  your  time,"  said 
the  head  of  the  Chicago  Council. 

"All  we  have  is  time,"  was  the 
answer.  "We  aim  to  waste  a  lot 
of  time  on  this  —  through  the 
supreme  court,  at  least." 

We  hired  a  good  lawyer  and 
got  publicity  in  the  leading 
papers. 

The  armory  project  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  part  of  the  city. 
Maybe  it  is  not  so  easy  to  take 
a  playground  from  the  children 
as  it  seemed. 
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Drought  in  the  San  Joaquin 


Nina  E.  Wirth 

Modesto,  California 

Glad  autumn  comes,  and  still  the  rains 
Are  late;  we  wait  in  vain; 
We  scan  the  cloudless  sky; 
Our  hearts  in  silence  cry. 

Across    the    fields   the   west   wind   hurls 
The  dust.    The  dry  leal  curls 
Upon  the  grass  so  brown  and  sere. 
And   still   no   whispering   rain   we   hear. 

How    bare   the   distant   mountains   seem 
Without   their  tints   of  faintest  green! 
How  drab  and  drear  the  landscape  lies 
Beneath  unclouded  autumn  skies. 


Education  for  Christian   Leadership 


THE  willingness  of  men  and 
women  to  give  time  and 
thought  and  energy  to  the 
leadership  of  a  Christian  institu- 
tion like  a  church  or  a  church 
school  depends  primarily  on 
what  they  think  about  the  in- 
stitution. 

That  institution  is  the  Protes- 
tant church  of  America.  The 
particular  denomination  is  not 
my  concern;  the  total  Protestant 
organization  of  believers  is  what 
I  am  commending  to  you.  When 
you  recall  that  the  full  revela- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  justifica- 
tion by  faith,  not  by  works, 
came  with  the  Protestant  Refor- 
mation; when  you  recall  that  the 
right  of  individual  judgment 
with  no  man  standing  between 
the  individual  and  his  religious 
and  political  liberties  is  derived 
from  the  Protestant  Reforma- 
tion, you  will  be  disposed,  as  I 
have  been  throughout  my  life,  to 
put  whatever  energy  and 
strength  you  have  within  the 
framework  of  this  tremendous 
institution. 

It  is  the  task  of  those  who 
train  the  workers  in  Christian 
institutions — and  this  assuredly 
includes  the  Christian  college — 
to  make  known  with  power  the 
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Charles  J.  Turck 

President  of  Macalester  College,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota 


story  of  the  Protestant  churches. 
The  Protestant  church  as  an  in- 
stitution is  worthy  of  the  life- 
long service  of  those  who  would 
be  Christian  leaders.  One  could 
not  find  a  nobler  cause  to  serve 
and  nobler  friends  with  whom 
to  serve  as  comrades. 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  that 
this  great  institution  of  Protes- 
tantism depends  on  the  church 
school.  The  vast  majority  of  all 
our  converts  come  to  us  through 
the  church  school.  The  best  in- 
dex to  a  growing  and  effective 
denomination,  and  to  a  growing 
and  effective  local  church,  is  the 
church  school.  We  must  spend 
more  money  on  school  buildings; 
we  must  train  teachers  more 
carefully;  we  must  unceasingly 
struggle  for  a  better  curriculum; 
we  must  learn  how  to  pay  ap- 
propriate honor  to  those  who  as 
superintendents  and  teachers 
have  carried  the  heaviest  respon- 
sibilities for  the  young  life  of  the 
church. 

I  he  second  aspect  of  Christian 
leadership  deals  with  our  con- 
tact with  the  non-Christian  com- 
munity.   I  need  not  argue  the 


point  that  America  is  a  non- 
Christian  community.  If  we  train 
young  men  and  women  to  work 
within  the  confines  of  our 
churches  and  do  not  inspire  them 
to  go  out  into  the  immoral,  un-; 
just  and  war-torn  world  about 
them,  we  have  omitted  our  main 
business.  We  have  taught  them 
how  to  be  respectable  church- 
men; but  we  have  failed  to  teach 
them  how  to  be  useful,  coura- 
geous citizens  of  a  new  world. 

In  connection  with  Christian 
leadership  in  its  touch  with  the 
non-Christian  society  that  is  A- 
merica  and  the  world,  I  make 
three  specific  suggestions,  not 
merely  for  study,  but  for  action. 

I  believe  that  the  young  Chris- 
tian leader  today  must  have  no 
part  with  the  intoxicating  li- 
quor traffic  that  is  undermining 
the  life  of  America.  There  never 
was  a  time  in  history  when  deal- 
ers in  the  instruments  of  intoxi- 
cation and  debauchery  had  so 
much  power  in  the  political  life 
of  a  society  as  is  true  of  the  li- 
quor industry  today.  Church- 
men and  educators  are  utterly 
powerless  to  get  liquor  adver- 
tising eliminated  or  brought 
within  reasonable  compass.  We 
are  told  that  men  of  distinction 
and  women  who  embody  gra- 
cious  living   habits   must   have 


their  liquor  as  an  essential  part 
of  their  lives — an  absolute  false- 
hood, for  it  is  not  true  of  thou- 
sands of  churchmen  and  church- 
women  whom  we  know,  who  are 
far  more  gracious  and  far  more 
distinguished  than  the  leaders  of 
high  society  and  big  business 
that  disgrace  their  names  and 
their  calling  by  endorsing  liquor. 
My  second  suggestion  is  that 
the  young  Christian  leader  to- 
day must  be  an  active  worker  in 
setting  up  a  decent  and  just  eco- 
nomic order.  The  housing  situa- 
tion in  America  is  a  disgrace,  and 
it  is  primarily  due  to  human 
greed.  The  rising  costs  of  living 
which  are  wiping  out  the  savings 
of  a  lifetime  for  many  persons, 
are  the  final  proof  that  unregu- 
lated human  greed  will  never 
deal  fairly  with  human  beings. 
Followers  of  Jesus  Christ  must 
at  last  be  made  to  realize  that 
he  made  a  difference  in  human 
rights  and  property  rights. 

My  third  and  final  suggestion 
is  that  the  young  Christian  lead- 
er today  must  be  a  consecrated 
and  devoted  citizen  of  the  world. 
To  accomplish  this  result,  we 
must  again  insist  upon  a  great 
Protestant  doctrine,  the  com- 
plete separation  of  church  and 
state  everywhere  in  the  world. 
We  must  reject  the  lure  of  com- 
munism but  we  must  also  reject 
the  false  political  guidance  of 
fascist  religion.  We  Protestants 
stand  between  these  two  antag- 
onists, and  we  have  a  better  way. 
Throughout  Europe,  men  of  lib- 
eral mind  who  hate  communism 
are  saying:  "We  know  what  cler- 
icalism has  done  to  Europe,  and 
we  want  none  of  it.  Neither  cler- 
icalism nor  communism.  We 
want  freedom."  That  is  the  con- 
cept which  we  must  give  to  all 
the  world  as  our  forefathers  in 
Protestant  faith  gave  it  to  Eng- 
land and  to  the  United  States. 
Freedom! 


Surely,  as  a  people,  we  must  strengthen 
the  religious  and  spiritual  foundations  of 
our  daily  lives  if  we  are  to  meet  success- 
fully the  many  and  complex  problems 
which  confront  the  nation.  —  Harry  S. 
Truman. 


Christian  Education 

Continued  from  page  4 

have  added  weekday  instruction 
periods  at  the  church  as  part  of 
a  week-around  Christian  educa- 
tion program.  With  the  rising 
tension  in  America  between 
church  and  state,  it  is  not  likely 
that  we  can  count  on  an  in- 
creased program  of  weekday  re- 
ligious instruction  in  the  public 
schools.  In  spite  of  the  remark- 
able work  in  this  area  in  many 
states  it  is  most  probable  that 
religious  instruction  in  the  public 
schools  is  on  the  decline.  This 
also  increases  the  responsibility 
of  the  church  in  attempting  to 
reach  those  who  are  not  normal- 
ly reached  through  regular 
church  channels.  With  the  rising 
tide  of  secularism  in  America,  it 
is  even  possible  that  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  along  with  other 
Protestant  denominations  may 
have  to  provide  parochial  schools 
at  both  the  primary  and  sec- 
ondary level  in  order  to  give  our 
children  the  kind  of  moral  and 
spiritual  training  consistent  with 
our  heritage. 

At  this  point  it  is  easy  to 
see  how  a  better  integration  of 
the  church's  activities  will  de- 
velop a  stronger  educational 
program.  Two  of  the  strongest 
allies  of  the  Sunday  school  have 
been  our  vacation  church  schools 
and  our  summer  camps.  By  their 
very  nature  these  have  de- 
veloped into  powerful  media. 
Unfortunately,  however,  there 
has  been  little  correlation  be- 
tween their  curricula,  or  even 
their  aims  or  purposes,  with  the 
work  of  our  church  schools.  The 
camping  program  itself  is  in 
need  of  intensive  study  during 
the  next  few  years.  For  the  most 
part,  we  are  continuing  patterns 
set  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
with  little  attention  given  to 
long-range  goals  and,  because  of 
the  rather  sizable  amount  of 
money  which  is  being  put  into 
our  camping,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  receive  the  maximum 
educational  benefits. 


This  need  for  integration  is 
perhaps  most  obvious  on  the 
adult  level.  America  as  a  whole, 
and  the  church  in  particular,  has 
been  slow  to  see  the  possibilities 
of  adult  education.  It  is  true  that 
we  have  adult  Bible  classes  in 
most  of  our  churches,  but  it  has 
been  my  observation  across  the 
country  that  the  poorest  teach- 
ing in  our  Sunday  schools  is 
being  done  in  the  adult  depart- 
ment. Again  this  is  due  partly 
to  a  lack  of  qualified  teachers 
and  partly  to  a  failure  to  develop 
an  educational  philosophy  which 
has  definite  goals  and  purposes 
in  mind. 

At  this  point  also  we  should 
recognize  the  opportunities  for 
correlation  of  the  church's  pro- 
gram of  higher  education  in  our 
Brethren  colleges  with  the  work 
of  the  local  churches.  We  must 
not  forget  that  the  Christian  col- 
lege is  one  of  our  strongest  assets 
and  the  relationship  between 
church  and  college  must  be  one 
of  mutual  dependence  if  both  are 
to  survive.  Our  colleges  are 
more  and  more  consciously  en- 
deavoring to  find  their  true  role 
as  interpreters  of  the  Christian 
way  of  life  in  higher  education 
and  are  increasingly  feeling  their 
responsibility  to  provide  leaders 
for  the  local  church. 

There  is  yet  one  other  problem 
which  we  must  seriously  face 
if  we  are  to  meet  effectively  the 
challenge  of  the  new  era.  We 
must  increase  the  extent  of  the 
influence  of  the  Christian  church 
in  the  lives  of  our  people.  This 
means,  first  of  all,  that  our  Chris- 
tian education  programs  must 
directly  touch  the  lives  of  more 
people.  We  must  widen  the 
scope  of  our  program  if  we  are 
to  make  any  significant  gains  for 
the  church.  In  every  community 
there  are  a  great  many  children, 
and  a  greater  number  of  adults, 
who  at  no  time  come  under  the 
direct  influence  of  the  church. 
It  is  rather  discouraging  for  us 
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to  realize  that  the  peak  of  the 
Sunday-school  enrollment  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  was  in 
the  year  1921.  There  is  a  crying 
need  for  an  active  program  of 
educational  evangelism  which 
will  bring  more  people  into  our 
churches,  and  the  influence  of 
the  church  into  the  lives  of  more 
people. 

The  atomic  bomb  has  shat- 
tered traditions  and  expecta- 
tions. Whether  religion  will  be 
relegated  to  the  museum  or 
whether  it  will  become  a  living 
dynamic  faith  by  which  men  live 
will  depend  very  largely  upon 
how  seriously  we  assume  our 
task  of  Christian  education.  We 
must  find  our  message,  our 
methods  and  our  incentive  not 
alone  in  the  past,  but  in  the 
growing  present.  Oxcarts  have 
long  since  given  way  to  airplanes 
as  a  means  of  transportation.  So 
the  church  dare  not  use  oxcart 
methods  in  the  present  age. 

In  the  next  half  century  an  ex- 
panded program  of  Christian  ed- 
ucation must  teach  our  people 
how  to  live,  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  the  important  role  of 
homemaking  and  personality 
building  and  to  assume  their 
places  as  Christians  in  the  social 
order.  Our  children  must  be 
taught  that  reverence  for  God  is 
at  the  heart  of  all  of  life  and  that 
the  ultimate  aim  and  goal  of  ev- 
ery individual  should  be  the  ful- 
fillment of  God's  purposes.  Men 
and  women  must  see  that  the 
Christian  gospel  is  not  a  set  of 
beliefs  but  a  way  of  life  and  that 
a  New  Testament  is  a  guide  for 
daily  conduct.  In  other  words, 
religion  must  become  the  domi- 
nant motivating  influence  of  the 
lives  of  men  everywhere. 


The  answers  to  the  fundamental  prob- 
lems of  this  hour  must  be  sought  ...  in 
the  quiet  arena  of  man's  relation  to  man. 
In  the  final  analysis,  these  problems  of 
human  relations  are  essentially  spiritual 
problems.  Religious  education  which  can 
enlighten  and  sensitize  the  conscience  is 
therefore  more  needed  than  ever  before. 
— Earl  James  McGrath,  commissioner,  U.  S. 
office  of  education. 


Christian  Education  Undergirds  All 


C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission 
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CHRISTIAN  education  per- 
meates and  undergirds  our 
total  church  program.  I 
have  found  this  true  in  the 
forces  that  shaped  my  own  life 
and  as  a  worker  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education. 

Why  did  I  become  a  Christian 
and  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren?  Because  of  a 
program  of  Christian  education 
in  the  home  —  a  program  not 
elaborate  or  formal,  but  infor- 
mal and  effective. 

Where  did  I  secure  a  primary 
knowledge  of  the  Bible?  In 
home  study,  in  Sunday  school, 
and  in  a  teacher-training  class 
taught  by  an  able  deacon  who 
had  studied  Bible  in  one  of  our 
church  colleges. 

How  did  the  church  get  the 
idea  that  I  might  be  material 
for  the  ministry?  From  my  par- 
ticipation in  the  Christian  Work- 
ers Society  of  that  day. 

Where  was  my  interest  in 
Christian  service  stimulated  and 
developed?  In  a  church  acad- 
emy where  Christian  teachers 
opened  my  eyes  to  a  world  vis- 
ion and  fostered  a  desire  to  be 
of  service. 

Where  did  I  secure  prepara- 
tion for  my  work?  In  a  Brethren 
college  where  there  was  no  con- 
flict among  science,  philosophy, 
and  religion  but  actual  correla- 
tion and  harmony.  Graduate 
preparation  was  secured  in  an- 
other Christian  college. 

Actually,  Christian  education 
was  at  the  heart  of  the  process 
wherein  I  became  a  Christian,  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  a  minister  and 
worker  in  the  church. 

I  have  enjoyed  working  in  the 
field  of  Christian  education  be- 
cause it  is  basically  contributory 
to  the  whole  church  program. 

Churches    are    interested    in 


happy  marriages  and  stable  fam- 
ily life.  Christian  education, 
from  the  cradle  roll  to  college, 
is  trying  to  develop  the  kind  of 
individual  who  is  worthy  to 
marry,  who  knows  how  to  get 
along  with  others,  and  who  has 
the  basic  Christian  attitudes  es- 
sential for  success  in  marriage. 
One  of  our  most  popular  and 
helpful  college  offerings  has 
been  a  sociology  course  in  mar- 
riage and  the  family. 

Christian  education  not  only 
helps  set  up  the  home,  it  gives 
it  powerful  assistance.  In  our 
own  case,  my  wife  and  I  have 
found  the  Sunday  school,  junior 
league,  intermediate  clubs,  and 
youth  department  very  great 
helps  in  the  rearing  of  our  five 
children.  Our  church  college 
has  provided  a  program  for  the 
completion  of  adolescence  that 
helped  our  children  to  avoid 
the  tragedy  of  not  taking  time  to 
grow  up  before  assuming  the 
burdens  of  adult  life. 

Christian  education  permeates 
the  church's  efforts  in  evange- 
lism. It  is  a  program  wherein 
the  church  carries  out  the  com- 
mission to  go  and  teach.  My 
greatest  success  as  a  pastor  was 
largely  due  to  a  Sunday-school 
superintendent  and  an  adviser 
for  the  young  people's  depart- 
ment. These  two  men  led  an 
educational  program  for  the 
congregation  that  had  out- 
comes of  enlightenment  and 
growth. 

Christian  education  under- 
girds our  whole  program  of 
Brethren  service,  ministry,  and 
missions  by  producing  both  the 
motive  and  the  leadership.  It 
develops  the  type  of  person  who 
is  interested  in  reaching  and 
helping  others,  who  is  willing  to 
give  and  to  go.  By  way  of  per- 
sonal  illustration,   I  have  been' 


much  interested  in  foreign  mis- 
sions. Why?  Missionary  edu- 
cation is  the  answer.  My  parents 
were  regular  subscribers  to  The 
Missionary  Visitor.  In  academy 
days,  in  a  mission  study  group, 
Ernest  and  Susie  Vaniman  in- 
troduced me  to  some  Modern 
Apostles  in  Missionary  Byways. 
Later  I  taught  Christian  Hero- 
ism in  Heathen  Lands  to  local 
mission  study  classes.  In  college 
I  took  a  course  in  missions  un- 
der J.  B.  Emmert  and  associated 
with  the  Student  Volunteers.  I 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  a  great 
international  Student  Volunteer 
convention.  I  faced  my  own 
problem  as  to  a  field  of  service 
and  found  that  circumstances  in- 
dicated I  should  serve  in  the 
homeland.  But  I  have  an  abiding 


I  feel  that  the  great  need 
of  today  for  world  peace  —  for 
world  brotherhood,  for  economic 
security,  for  the  building  of  this 
one  world  of  democracy  for  all — is 
a  very  fervent  spiritual  undergird- 
ing  of  mankind  everywhere.  It  is 
of  vital  importance  that  more  time 
be  directed  to  the  teaching  of  the 
principles  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
courageous  exemplifying  of  His 
teachings  in  all  of  our  lives. 
— Mrs.  Mary  McLeod  Bethune, 
founder-president  emeritus,  Be- 
thune-Cookman  College,  Florida. 


interest  in  our  foreign  missions 
program  and  a  happy  part  in 
its  support. 

Our  colleges  and  seminary 
prepare  youth  for  actual  leader- 
ship in  the  church's  program. 
One  of  my  greatest  joys  as  a 
college  president  was  to  see 
young  men  elect  to  go  into  the 
fields  of  Brethren  Service,  for- 
eign missions,  and  the  ministry 
of  the  church,  graduate  from  col- 
lege and  seminary,  enter  upon 
their  fields  of  service,  and  suc- 
ceed therein. 

The  church  is  interested  in  the 
personal  growth  of  its  members. 
Christian  education  provides 
the  whetstone  for  sharpening 
the  growing  edge  of  spiritual 
life.    It   is   the   way   in   which 
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Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jx. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Some  months  ago  you  received 
and  answered  a  letter  regarding  the 
problem  which  is  raised  when  older 
folks  live  in  the  home  with  younger 
folks.  That  was  from  a  daughter,  as 
I  remember  it.  I  wanted  to  say  to 
you  that  those  of  us  who  are  the 
"older  folk"  also  have  our  problems. 
My  husband  and  I  owned  our  home 
but  were  getting  pretty  old  to  try  to 
keep  up  a  big  place  alone.  We  asked 
my  daughter  and  her  family  of  three 
to  move  in  with  us.  We  agreed  to 
provide  the  house  for  them  and  each 
of  us  was  to  share  in  food  costs. 
But  these  years  are  not  happy  ones. 
My  daughter  seems  to  resent  any- 
thing I  say  about  meals  or  the  house 
and  Dad  and  I  are  just  made  to  feel 
we  ought  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 
We  don't  want  to  complain,  but  we 
don't  feel  present  conditions  are  best 
for  either  of  our  families.  What  do 
you  suggest? 

An  Older  Mother. 

Dear   Older   Mother, 

I  am  glad  you  have  written  re- 
garding another  side  of  the  problem 
which  was  dealt  with  some  months 
ago.  It  certainly  is  true  that  the 
problems  faced  by  the  parents  in 
having  children  move  in  with  them 
when  the  latter  are  also  parents 
are  equally  as  serious  as  they  are 
for  the  younger  family. 

The  first  thing  I  would  suggest 
is  that  you  stop  feeling  that  you 
are  awful  people  because  you  are 
finding  it  difficult  to  get  along  with 
the  younger  family.  It  seems  as 
though  it  should  be  possible  to  have 
a  happy  and  smoothly  operating 
household  with  three  generations 
living  under  the  conditions  you  de- 
scribe, but  in  actual  practice  it  is 
rarely  successful.   Things  go  smooth- 


ly if  some  one  personality  of  the 
household  is  very  dominant,  but  this 
does  not  mean  the  others  are  happy. 
You  don't  feel  happy  when  your 
daughter  takes  over  everything  be- 
cause this  means  you  lose  a  feeling 
of  worth-whileness.  And  yet,  if  you 
try  to  continue  to  manage,  this  con- 
stitutes a  threat  to  your  daughter's 
feeling  of  worth-whileness. 

There  are  some  other  possible 
answers  besides  trying  to  put  three 
generations  together  into  one  house- 
hold. One  that  is  often  more  satis- 
factory is  for  the  older  people  to 
dispose  of  their  large  home  and 
secure  a  small  one  that  is  of  a  size 
they  can  care  for.  This  needs  to  be 
located  close  to  children  or  neigh- 
bors who  can  be  depended  on  in  an 
emergency.  Here  older  people  have 
independence  and  freedom  and  yet 
are  not  weighted  down  with  too 
great  responsibilities. 

Another  answer  is  to  divide  the 
larger  home  into  apartments  and 
then  keep  a  small  apartment.  This 
has  many  advantages  of  the  former 
and  is  income  producing  in  addition. 
If  a  son  or  daughter  rents  another 
of  the  apartments  this  provides  se- 
curity in  an  emergency. 

Some  older  people  with  some  in- 
come find  it  most  pleasant  to  hire 
some  domestic  help  and  continue  to 
maintain  their  own  home.  Others 
find  it  more  pleasant  to  move  to  a 
pleasant  home  for  older  people. 
Some  such  homes  are  happy  places 
providing  good  care  and  good  com- 
panionship. 

It  sounds  as  though  you  and  your 
husband  are  not  very  happy  in  your 
present  arrangement  and  as  though 
you  can  change  the  present  arrange- 
ments. Any  of  the  suggestions  above 
might  improve  your  situation. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


the  church  endeavors  to  teach 
converts  "to  observe  all  things" 
which  Christ  has  commanded. 
All  progress  depends  upon  this. 
Used  efficiently,  what  an  in- 
strument we  have  in  Christian 
education  to  evangelize,  to  teach 
Christians  "the  way  of  God  more 
perfectly,"  to  prepare  church 
members  for  stable  family  life 
and  constructive  citizenship,  to 


interest  the  church  in  her  world 
program  and  to  prepare  effective 
leaders  for  that  program.  We 
dare  not  lose  such  an  opportu- 
nity nor  relegate  it  to  a  side  is- 
sue. Let  us  make  Christian  edu- 
cation central  and  give  it  a  high 
priority,  for  it  permeates  and 
undergirds  all. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Brotherhood  Fund  receipts  of  $348,535  to 
Aug.  31  indicate  September  Achievement  giv- 
ing should  total  $239,798  as  an  absolute  mini- 
mum if  the  Brotherhood  is  to  meet  coniractural 
obligations  of  the  seven-month  fiscal  period. 
Since  it  is  recalled  that  the  Brotherhood's 
achievement  response  of  last  February  was 
$256,277,  it  is  reasonable  to  anticipate  full 
achievement  of  this  lesser  goal.  To  do  so, 
however,  will  require  (1)  the  full  resources  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  open  our  minds  and  touch 
our  hearts  with  the  urgency  of  the  needs  our 
Brotherhood  is  committed  to  meet,  and  (2)  the 
giving  of  a  reasonable  share  of  the  Lord's 
portion  of  funds,  now  in  our  custody,  to  main- 
tain the  church's  witness  on  every  front  in  this 
hour  of  crisis.  If  we  fail  individually,  the 
church  fails  in  the  work  Christ  has  given  it. 
With  his  help  we  can  claim  the  victory. 
Through  praying,  working  and  sharing  we  can 
merit  his  "well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant 
.  .  ."  by  Oct.  3,  when  the  books  are  closed. 
Shall  we  do  it? 


Bro  L.  A.  Walker  has  changed  his  address  from  War- 
rensburg,  Mo.,  to  Udell,  Iowa. 

Panora  church,  Iowa,  will  hold  its  annual  home- 
coming on  Sunday,  Oct.  8.  All  friends  and  former 
members  are  invited  to  attend. 

Licensed  to  the  ministry  have  been  Harry  Lee  Sim- 
mons in  the  Mill  Creek  church,  Va.,  Sister  Ethel  Denton 
in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind.,  and  Donald  Shank  in  the 
Wayensboro  church,  Pa. 

Sister  S.  L.  Cover  and  members  of  her  family  wish 
to  thank  all  their  friends  who  remembered  them  with 
cards,  letters  and  tokens  of  sympathy  during  the  illness 
and  death  of  Bro.  S.  L.  Cover. 

Brldgewafer  church,  Va.,  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  pastor, 
will  broadcast  its  morning  service  each  Sunday  morning 
in  October  over  station  WSVA,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  550 
on  the  dial,  from  11:00  to  12:00. 

In  a  special  ordination  service  in  the  Highland 
Avenue  church  in  Elgin  on  Aug.  6  two  young  men, 
Wayne  Zunkel  and  Albert  Huston,  both  students  at 
Manchester  College,  were  installed  in  the  ministry. 
In  the  consecration  service  the  pastor,  W.  Glenn 
McFadden  was  assisted  by  the  fathers  of  the  young 
ministers,  Bro.  Charles  Zunkel  and  Bro.  Ora  Huston. 

Claysburg  church.  Pa.,  will  observe  its  rally  and 
home-coming  day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  24,  as  announced  by 
the  pastor,  C.  L.  Cox.  The  morning  service  will  include 
installation  of  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming 
year  and  a"  message  by  the  pastor.  A  basket  dinner  will 
be  served  at  noon.  At  2:30  p.m.  Bro.  Daniel  C.  Halde- 
man  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  will  speak.  At  7:30  a  sacred 
song  story,  The  Good  Samaritan,  will  be  presented  by 
the  choir. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Robert  H.  Lloyd  informs  us  that  his  address  has  been 
changed  from  McPherson,  Kansas,  to  Durham,  Kansas. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  B.  Wampler,  who  have 
recently  returned  from  China,  are  now  living  in  Bridge- 
water,  Va.   Will  all  correspondents  please  note? 

The  West  Conestoga  church.  Middle  Creek  house, 
will  hold  an  all-day  and  evening  missionary  conference 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  24,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Ernest  Wampler. 

Harold  W.  Miller  has  informed  us  that  a  mistake  was 
made  in  the  reporting  of  his  new  address.  The  address 
should  be  R.  5,  Goshen,  Ind.,  instead  of  R.  3,  Goshen. 

Brother  and  Sister  Clark  Myers,  whose  address  is 
General  Delivery,  Naperville,  111.,  offer  their  services, 
for  evangelistic  work  in  any  needy  field.  Either  one  or 
both  are  available. 

Bro.  David  B.  Wampler  has  informed  us  that  he  is 
temporarily  giving  up  his  pastoral  duties  to  care  for 
his  father.  His  address  is  changed  from  Pulaski,  Va., 
to  R.  2,  Box  191,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Brother  and  Sister  Homer  L.  Burke  inform  us  that 
they  will  be  returning  to  their  work  in  Puerto  Rico  the 
latter  part  of  September.  They  should  be  addressed 
at  Castafier,  Puerto  Rico,  after  September. 

Sugar  Creek  church.  Middle  Indiana,  will  hold  its 
harvest  and  home-coming  day  on  Sunday,  Oct.  15.  This 
is  the  centennial  year  for  this  church.  An  all-day  serv- 
ice is  planned  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy,  pastor  of  the  Denton  church  in 
Maryland,  is  urging  his  Christian  friends  to  write  to 
their  senators  and  representatives,  asking  for  prompt 
consideration  of  two  bills,  HCR-64  and  SCR-56,  which 
call  for  an  approval  of  world  federation. 

The  Buckeye  church  in  Northeastern  Kansas,  of 
which  Robert  H.  Lloyd  is  pastor,  will  have  a  home- 
coming Sunday  on  Oct.  1.  Dr.  Burton  Metzler  of 
McPherson  College  will  be  the  speaker.  All  are  wel- 
come to  the  services  at  11  a.m.  and  2:30  p.m. 

Painter  Creek  and  Red  River  churches,  Ohio,  will 
hold  a  harvest  meeting  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1.  Bro.  V.  F. 
Schwalm  of  Manchester  College  will  be  the  speaker 
for  both  the  morning  and  afternoon  services.  All  former 
members  and  friends  of  the  churches  are  invited  to 
attend. 

Robert  F.  Eshleman,  chairman  of  the  Rural  Life  Ad- 
visory Council  of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  and 
professor  of  rural  sociology  at  Elizabethtown  College, 
will  conduct  a  rural  life  institute  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  30, 
through  Sunday,  Oct.  1.    William  L.  Gould  is  pastor. 

In  the  citation  conferring  an  honorary  degree  upon 
Govindji  Satvedi,  an  elder  of  the  church  in  India,  re- 
ported in  the  Aug.  12  Messenger,  a  word  was  omitted 
which  left  the  impression  that  there  were  only  two 
Indian  elders  in  the  church.  It  should  have  read,  "Bro. 
Satvedi  is  one  of  the  first  two  Indian  elders  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren."  There  are  now  eleven  Indian 
elders. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening    the    Spiritual    Life 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  actively  co-operating 
with  other  leading  denominations,  will  observe  Inter- 
national Christian  University  Sunday,  Oct.  8,  through- 
out California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada  and 
Arizona.  The  purpose  of  ICU  Sunday  is  to  raise  the 
Pacific  Region's  share  of  the  $10,000,000  pledged  nation- 
ally for  the  building  of  a  great  International  Christian 
University  in  Japan.  The  university's  objective  is  to 
educate  men  and  women  in  the  principles  of  Christiani- 
ty and  democracy,  in  order  to  develop  new  leaders  for 
the  building  of  a  new  Japan. 

La  Verne  College 

Student  leaders  and  the  chapel  choir  spent  the  week 
end  of  Sept.  9-10  at  Camp  La  Verne  in  workshop  prepa- 
ration for  the  opening  of  the  college  year.  The  choir 
spent  many  hours  in  rehearsals,  while  officers  of  campus 
student  organizations  discussed  various  campus  prob- 
lems with  officers  of  the  faculty. 

The  Khormann  quartet  returned  to  the  campus  on 
Sept.  6  after  a  seven  weeks'  tour  of  Northern  California, 
Oregon  and  Washington.  Included  in  their  itinerary 
were  twenty-four  churches,  a  number  of  service  clubs, 
radio  stations  and  youth  groups.  They  also  spent  a 
week  in  each  of  three  summer  camps:  Peaceful  Pines, 
the  Oregon  Assembly,  and  the  Washington  Assembly. 
This  new  college  male  quartet  consists  of  Ralph  Click 
of  Wenatchee,  Wash.;  Norman  Johnson  of  Modesto, 
Calif.;  Cliff  Pence  of  Medford,  Oregon,  and  Wayne 
Snell  of  La  Verne. 

The  college  string  trio,  consisting  of  Juanita  Getch- 
man,  Patricia  Keim  and  Marilyn  Neher,  all  of  We- 
natchee, Wash.,  spent  the  week  of  Aug.  21-27  presenting 
musical  programs  in  some  of  the  churches  of  Oregon. 
During  the  following  week  they  participated  in  the 
Washington  summer  assembly. 

The  international  relations  institute,  held  on  campus 
during  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  1950  summer  session 
included  a  total  of  nineteen  persons  who  attended  as 
students  or  auditors.  The  institute  was  a  great  success 
under  the  able  direction  of  Gladdys  E.  Muir  of  Man- 
hester  College  and  the  assistance  of  Prof.  Herbert 
Hogan    of    the    college    faculty. 

A  bequest  to  the  college  amounting  to  $23,546  has 
been  announced  by  Joseph  A.  Allard,  attorney  for  the 
college.  The  bequest  is  from  the  estate  of  Charles  C. 
Myers,  deceased,  a  member  of  the  former  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  Hemet.  The  General  Brotherhood 
Board  and  the  Brethren  Hillcrest  Homes  of  La  Verne 
also  received  like  amounts  in  the  distribution  of  the 
estate.  The  amount  received  by  the  college  has  been 
placed  in  the  Hoover  Memorial  library  building  fund. 

New  faculty  and  staff  members  include:  Dr.  W.  W. 
Bartlett,  education;  Robert  E.  Richards,  philosophy  and 
religious  education;  Mrs.  Tsing  Chu,  assistant  librarian; 
Rodney  Davis,  assistant  in  public  relations;  and  Mrs. 
Helen  Butterbaugh  in  home  economics.  New  part-time 
instructors  are  Mrs.  W.  W.  Bartlett,  English;  Dr.  Pearle 
Bradley,  European  history;  and  Mrs.  Genevie  Jordon, 
education.  Prof.  Ralph  Travis,  who  spent  last  year  in  a 
leave  of  absence  as  organist  at  the  University  of  South- 
ern California,  has  returned  to  the  faculty. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    J.    E.    Rowland    of    Greencastle,    Pa.,    in    the    Claysburg 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  25. 

Bro.  Ammon  P.  Wenger  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  in  the  Springfield 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  15-22. 


Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  New  Paris  church, 
Ind..  Oct.  1-15. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Ephrata 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.   15-22. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in  the  Pleasant  View 
church,  Md.,  Oct.  23— Nov.  5. 

Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  Dayton  Ohio,  in  the  Morrill  church,  Kansas, 
Oct.  3-16. 

Bro.  Howard  Whilacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  in  the  Potsdam 
church,  Ohio,  Oct.  2-15. 

Bro.  Gorman  A.  Zook  of  Elkhart,  Iowa,  in  the  Cerro  Gordo 
church,  111.,  Oct.  2-15. 

Bro.  Milton  Hershey  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  in  the  Jennersville 
church,  Pa.,  Sept.  24 — Oct.  8. 

Bro.  Charles  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Mill  Creek 
church,  Va.,  Sept.  24 — Oct.  1. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Mud  Lick  church,  Ky. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Haxtun  church,  Colo. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Little  Pine  church,  N.  C. 

One  baptized  in  the  Waynesboro  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Broadfording  church,  Md. 

One  baptized  in  the  Hickory  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Waterford  church,  Calif. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Oakland  church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Glen  Echo  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Salem  church, 
Ohio. 

Nine  received  by  letter  and  baptism  in  the  Imperial  Heights 
church,  Calif. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  September  24 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Paul,  World  Evangelist.— Acts  16:  9-15; 
17:22-31;  26;  2  Cor.  11:22—12:10.  Memory  Selection,  I  decided 
to  know  nothing  among  you  except  Jesus  Christ  and  him  cruci- 
fied.   1  Cor.  2:2  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  September,  We  Are  a  World  Movement. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,   Ind.,   Oct.   16-19. 
Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern. — Modesto,  Oct.  19-22. 

California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.  12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,  Fla.,  Oct.  6-8. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Kansas,  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  13-15. 
Kansas,  Southeastern.— Scott  Valley,  Oct.  20-22. 
Kansas,  Southwestern. — Wichita,  First,  Oct.  6-8. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,   Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western.— Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Middle.— Spring  Branch,  Sept.  30— Oct.  2. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,  Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska.— South  Beatrice,  Oct.  13-15. 
Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.  17-19. 
Pennsylvania,   S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York   and  Delaware. — 

Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Nov.  7,  8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — Meyersdale,  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington. — Seattle,  Olympic  View,  November  (Undecided). 
LOVE   FEASTS 


Illinois 
7,  all  day,  Woodland. 
Indiana 
Oct.   14,  Lafayette. 
Oct.   14,  Osceola. 
Oct.  21,  Brick. 

Kansas 
Sept.   30,    Olathe. 

Maryland 
7  pm,  Edgewood. 
7:30  pm,  Frostburg. 
Oct.  8,  Beaver  Dam. 
Michigan 
Sept.  30,  8  pm.  New  Haven. 

Minnesota 
Oct.    1,    7:30    pm.    Worthington. 

Ohio 
Sept.  30,  Potsdam. 

Pennsylvania 
Oct.    1,    Dunnings    Creek,    Hol- 
singer. 


Oct. 


Oct.  1, 
Oct.   1, 


Oct.  1,  Philadelphia,  First. 

Oct.  1,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 

Oct.   1,   6  pm,   Reading. 

Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  Dry  Valley. 

Oct.    1,    6:30    pm,    New    Enter- 
prise. 

Oct.   1,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 

Oct.   1,  7  pm,   Meyersdale. 

Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Middle  Creek. 

Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 

Oct.  7,  Hatfield. 

Oct.  8,  6  pm,  Ephrata. 

Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam. 

Oct.    14,    15,    10:30    am,    Falling 
Springs. 

Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 

Oct.  15,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

Oct.  22,   Spring  Mount. 
Virginia 

Oct.   1,  Lebanon. 

Oct.  1,  Western  Mt.  Carmel. 
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THE  DETROIT  CONFERENCE 
on  the  Church  and  Economic  Life 


LAST  February  some  382  dele- 
gates and  a  number  of  observers 
met  in  Detroit  for  the  second 
National  Study  Conference  on  the 
Church  and  Economic  Life.  These 
ministers  and  laymen,  called  togeth- 
er under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Department  of  the  Church  and  Eco- 
nomic Life  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  Amer- 
ica, spent  four  days  in  intensive 
study  and  discussion  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  Christians  in  an 
interdependent  economic  world. 

Only  about  one  third  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  conference  were  minis- 
ters or  professional  church  workers. 
The  remaining  delegates  were  rep- 
resentatives of  a  very  wide  variety 
of  occupational  callings.  American 
business  representatives  ranged 
from  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
a  billion-dollar  corporation  to  the 
proprietor  of  a  one-man  enterprise. 

American  labor  was  represented 
by  local  union  members  as  well  as 
by  the  president  of  one  of  the  largest 
international  unions.  The  political 
world  was  represented  by  several 
members  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  by 
high  state  officials,  and  by  municipal 
political  leaders.  Housewives,  social 
workers,  farmers,  organized  con- 
sumers and  various  types  of  pro- 
fessional and  white-collar  workers 
were  also  to  be  found  among  the 
delegate  body. 

Regardless  of  his  occupational 
classification,  each  delegate  was  at- 
tending the  conference  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  national  church 
denominational  group,  of  a  local 
or  regional  council  of  churches,  or 
of  an  allied  religious  body;  no  del- 
egates were  officially  representing 
business,  the  labor  movement,  or 
any  other  vocational  group.  How- 
ever, it  can  be  accurately  reported 
that  in  most  sessions  it  was  much 
easier  to  classify  the  participants 
as  to  their  general  occupational 
background  than  by  their  denomi- 
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national  background.  Although  this 
fact  made  for  a  very  interesting 
conference,  it  did  not  make  for  easy 
or  quick  agreement  on  the  basic 
issues  of  Christianity  and  economics. 
The  general  conference  statement, 
which  was  designed  as  "an  affirma- 
tion of  Christian  concern  and  a  call 
for  action  in  relation  to  economic 
life,"  contained  a  penetrating  expo- 
sition of  the  theological  basis  for 
the  church's  interest  in  economic 
life.  The  following  brief  excerpts 
from  this  statement  give  an  indica- 
tion of  conference  sentiments  on 
this  topic: 

Christians  judge  all  economic  sys- 
tems by  the  imperatives  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith;  Christians  must  not  identify- 
any  economic  order  with  the  gospel. 
The  Christian  gospel  is  not  to  be 
found  in  Adam  Smith's  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions nor  in  Karl  Marx's  Kapital.  It  is 
to  be  found  in  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke 
and  John,  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  the  vision  of  St.  John  in  the  Reve- 
lation. It  is  to  be  found  in  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Hebrew  prophets,  in  the 
lives  of  saints  and  martyrs,  in  the 
service  of  the  faithful  followers  of 
Christ  and  in  the  continuing  revela- 
tion of  God.  That  faith  affirms  the 
supreme  worth  of  persons.  Institu- 
tions must  be  tested  finally  by  their 
contribution  to  the  enrichment  of 
personality. 

It  is  imperative  that  Christians  con- 
fronting economic  issues  first  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  .  .  . 

If  man  is  exploited  by  man,  that  be- 
comes an  issue  of  graver  import  to  the 
theistic  Christian  than  to  the  atheistic 
Communist.  Unfortunately,  masses  of 
mankind  think  that  communism  is 
more  opposed  to  the  "exploitation  of 
man  by  man"  than  is  Christianity. 
They  are  'wrong;  and  it  is  our  high  op- 
portunity to  prove  them  wrong.  No 
true  Christian  is  complacent  in  the  face 
of  periodic  crises  in  which  millions  are 
denied  work,  consumers'  needs  are  un- 
met, and  unemployment  becomes  epi- 
demic. Unemployed  men,  idle  machines 
and  unused  materials  present  at  the 
same  time  and  place  do  not  make  sense 
to  men  endowed  with  God-given  rea- 
son. Christian  principles  must  be 
translated  into  concrete  measures  ex- 
pressive of  the  Christian  ideal.    This  is 


a  task  for  stewards  'whose  economic 
insights,  executive  ability,  and  re- 
search skills  are  regarded  as  a  sacred 
trust.  Means  must  be  discovered  with 
which  to  realize  moral  ends. 

Christians  are  opposed  to  all  who 
would  rule  God  out  of  the  universe  or 
out  of  the  practices  of  the  eonomic  life. 
Atheism  is  unchristian,  whether  it  be 
affirmed  by  a  philosopher  or  expressed 
in  the  practices  that  disregard  God's 
will.  The  church  must  attack  the 
atheism  of  orthodox  communism  in 
which  faith  in  God  is  called  supersti- 
tion and  also  such  practical  atheism  as 
is  present  in  contemporary  capitalism 
in  which  God's  will  is  regarded  as  ir- 
relevant to  the  economic  process, 
whenever  or  'wherever  it  appears  in 
the  professions,  in  labor  leadership, 
in  farm  organizations,  in  industrial 
ownership  and  management.  Any  or- 
der too  largely  driven  by  the  acquisi- 
tive spirit,  organized  upon  autocratic 
principles  and  grounded  in  material- 
ism, must  be  changed  to  the  end  that 
the  motive  of  service,  the  methods  of 
mutual  aid,  the  principles  of  democracy 
and  a  philosophy  that  stresses  the  su- 
premacy of  personality  shall  be  domi- 
nant. 

In  addition  to  the  general  state- 
ment, the  conference  produced  four 
reports,  which  were  the  result  of 
discussion  groups  and  plenary  ses- 
sions that  took  up  a  major  share  of 
the  conference  time.  Topics  covered 
by  these  reports  were: 

Topic  A  —  The  Individual:  Con- 
flicting Motives  and  Claims. 

Topic  B  — ■  Organized  Groups: 
Freedom  of  Enterprise  and  Social 
Controls. 

Topic  C— The  World:  The  Amer- 
ican Economy  in  Relation  to  World 
Needs  and  Resources. 

Topic  D  —  The  Churches:  Their 
Program  in  Relation  to  Economic 
Life. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  most 
controversial  discussions  occurred  in 
reference  to  Topic  B  and  it  was  on 
this  topic  that  the  greatest  diversity 
of  opinion  was  shown.  Although 
there  seemed  to  be  unanimity  of 
opinion  that  social  (governmental) 
controls  of  economic  life  were  neces- 
sary, there  was  a  wide  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  how  far  these  con- 
trols should  go.  It  was  also  general- 
ly agreed  that  great  inequalities  of 


incomes  were  undesirable  and  that 
the  use  of  progressive  income  taxes 
to  reduce  these  inequalities  was 
desirable.  However,  some  delegates 
felt  that  the  present  tax  system 
went  too  far  in  equalizing  incomes, 
while  others  seemed  to  think  that 
no  seriously  undesirable  economic 
or  ethical  effects  had  been  produced 
by  our  income  tax  laws. 

The  general  statement  of  the 
conference  and  the  four  agenda 
topic  reports  have  been  printed  in 
booklet  form  and  are  available  from 
the  Federal  Council  for  a  very  small 
sum,  20c  (or  less  if  ordered  in  quan- 
tity lots)  per  copy.  A  number  of 
church  groups  are  already  using 
these  booklets  as  a  basis  for  study 
and  discussion  on  the  topic  of  the 
Christian's  economic  responsibili- 
ties. Because  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  and  because 
of  the  relative  excellence  of  the 
study  and  discussion  material  avail- 
able, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such 
local  discussion  groups  will  contin- 
ue to  be  formed. 

The  one  unfortunate  thing,  in  my 
opinion,  about  the  Detroit  Confer- 
ence on  the  Church  and  Economic 
Life  and  the  discussion  groups 
which  have  or  will  ponder  the 
Christian's  responsibilities  in  an 
interdependent  economic  world  is 
that  they  occurred  or  will  occur 
under  typically  American  economic 
conditions.  For  the  past  five  weeks 
I  have  had  the  rare  opportunity  to 
live  in  a  slum  section  of  the  Russian 
sector  in  the  city  of  Vienna,  work- 
ing with  a  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission international  seminar  on 
the  problem  of  world  peace.  Here 
we  are  confronted  with  unceasing 
Soviet  propaganda  designed  to  dis- 
credit America  and  win  the  al- 
legiance of  the  common  people. 
(Average  wages  in  Austria  are  the 
equivalent  of  about  forty  American 
dollars  per  month,  but  food,  clothes, 
and  housing  cost  roughly  the  same 
as  they  do  in  America.  The  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  world  have  a 
considerably  lower  standard  of  liv- 
ing than  these  extremely  poor 
Austrians.) 

When  I  think  back  to  the  Detroit 
conference  where  we  met  in  a  swank 
Detroit  hotel  (rooms  $5  per  day  and 
up)  and  enjoyed  the  splendid  official 
conference  luncheon  ($3.85  per 
plate),  and  when  I  think  of  the  many 
members  of  American  church 
groups  who  will  discuss  the  reports 
in  the  "secure"  environment  pro- 
vided by  the  usual  American  in- 
come, I  fear  that  the  urgency  of 
the  implications  for  Christians  con- 
tained  in  the   following   section   of 


Topic  C  Report  will  be  quite  com- 
pletely lost. 

We  are  convinced  thai  war  is  not 
inevitable,  and  we  believe  that  the 
American  people,  as  the  largest  pro- 
ducers and  consumers  of  the  world's 
goods,  have  three  basic  economic  re- 
sponsibilities: 

(1)  to  use  their  economic  strength 
in  such  a  way  as  to  contribute  to  a 
just  and  durable  peace; 

(2)  to  safeguard  and  promote  social 
and  economic  welfare  in  the  United 
Stales; 

(3)  to  assist  other  countries  to  attain 
basic  self-support  and  a  decent  stand- 
ard of  living. 


News  Notes  .   .   . 

New  Windsor  reports  they  recent- 
ly shipped  to  Germany,  in  addition 
to  a  supply  of  food,  clothing  and 
medicine,  a  complete  set  of  shoe 
repair  equipment  which  had  former- 
ly been  used  at  the  center.  The 
sending  of  this  equipment  is  another 
step  toward  "helping  them  to  help 
themselves"  a  step  toward  more 
permanent  rehabilitation. 

A  carload  of  twenty-eight  heifers 
was  shipped  on  Aug.  25  to  Germany 
from  Oregon.  Rev.  A.  H.  Elshoff, 
pastor  of  St.  John's  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  church  in  Tillamook,  Ore- 
gon, and  his  son,  Donald,  served  as 
cattle  attendants  on  this  trip. 

The  192  German  students  who 
arrived  in  July  have  all  been  placed. 
Responses  from  a  news  item  in  The 
Christian  Century  indicates  rising 
interest  among  other  denominations 
to  co-operate  in  the  project.  Last 
year's  students  are  making  final  ar- 
rangements to  return.  They  will  be 
leaving  in  two  separate  groups, 
forty-seven  going  in  September  and 
forty-three  in  October. 

The  latter  part  of  August  the 
number  of  DP  families  credited  to 
Brethren  Service  resettlement  to- 
taled 645.  The  majority  of  these 
families  are  located  in  the  East; 
however,     some     placements     have 


been  made  in  all  parts  of  the  nation. 
Families  are  continuing  to  come  and 
the  project  still  needs  your  co- 
operation and  assistance. 

With  the  summer  drawing  to  a 
close,  the  summer  hospital  unit 
members  have  gone  back  to  their 
various  homes,  colleges  and  voca- 
tions. Clyde  Weaver,  director  of 
the  Butner  hospital  unit  in  North 
Carolina,  sends  us  some  of  the  fol- 
lowing high  lights  of  their  sum- 
mer's activities. 

The  group  has  participated  in 
many  of  the  community  activities 
in  addition  to  their  hospital  duties. 
They  gave  special  musical  numbers 
in  the  different  community  churches, 
each  Sunday  evening  one  of  the  five 
ministerial  students  gave  an  evening 
address  at  the  Methodist  church, 
and  the  group  also  helped  to  plan 
a  community  picnic. 

As  part  of  their  educational  pro- 
gram, the  unit  members  attended 
hospital  staff  meetings,  had  a  class 
each  Tuesday  night  and  attended 
some  lectures  which  were  given  at 
the  hospital  by  some  of  the  doctors. 

Some  of  the  group  also  started 
cell  meetings. 

One  of  the  big  ventures  which 
this  group  undertook  was  to  put 
on  a  play  for  the  hospital  employees. 
It  was  the  first  time  anything  like 
this  had  been  done  there  and  about 
200  persons  attended.  The  unit 
members  had  a  good  time  building 
and  painting  their  own  set  for  the 
play. 

One  night  the  group  came  forth 
with  some  impromptu  entertainment 
when  a  band  that  had  been  sched- 
uled to  give  a  concert  for  the  pa- 
tients and  employees  failed  to 
appear.  And  so  the  summer  closed 
bringing  with  it  many  varied  and 
rich  experiences  in  leadership  and 
service  with  both  the  unit  and  the 
hospital  reaping   the   benefits. 


This  picture  of  Austrian 
refugees  is  one  example 
ol  the  economic  condition 
existing  in  Austria  today. 
It  is  a  common  occurrence 
for  twenty-five  people  or 
more  to  be  housed  in  one 
room  making  it  necessary 
for  them  to  eat  and  sleep 
in  very  close  quartern. 
Are  we  helping  to  im- 
prove  these   conditions? 
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IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


"The  total  Women's  Work  program  aims  to  include,  conserve  and  de- 
velop the  talents  and  interests  of  every  woman  in  the  congregation.  It 
encourages  the  women  to  co-operate  with  the  local  church  cabinet  or 
governing  group.  It  attempts  to  create  a  sense  of  responsibility  toward  the 
home,  the  church,  the  community,  the  nation,  and  the  world,  which  expresses 
itself  in  active  Christian  service;  through  worship  and  personal,  devotional 
living,  through  education,  fellowship  and  service  these  aims  are  achieved." 


LOOKING    AHEAD  ...  to  November 

World  Peace  Emphasis Month  of  November 

World  Community  Day  November  3 

Men  and  Missions  Sunday  .  . . November  12 

Home  Missions  Offering   November  19 

Thanksgiving November  23 

ACTIVITIES     AND     PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 

Many  churches  follow  the  tradition  of  making  November  World  Peace 
Month.  A  Sunday  evening  school  of  peace  for  all  age  groups  is 
excellent.  Julian  Griggs'  study  guide,  Tell  Me  What  You  Really 
Think,  will  be  available. 

Your  women  should  be  asked  to  sponsor  the  observance  of  World  Com- 
munity Day.  This  is  a  day  dedicated  to  prayer  for  peace  and  a 
consideration  of  the  "how."  This  year's  theme  is  Love  Thy  Neighbor. 
Write  to  the  Department  of  Women's  Work. 

Lay  plans  for  promoting  the  campaign  that  will  raise  the  Gospel  Messenger 
subscriptions  to  50,000  in  1951,  the  hundredth  anniversary  year  of  the 
revival  of  Brethren  printing.  Get  gift  subscriptions  for  both  individuals 
and  institutions. 

Review  Do  This  in  the  Month  of  .  .  .  column  in  Horizons  for  the  last  six 
months  for  ideas  on  youth  activities. 

Sponsor  a  craft  school  for  church  members  to  make  the  gifts  they  give  for 
Christmas. 

Arrange  for  church-school  teachers  to  observe  and  confer  with  successful 
teachers  in  surrounding  schools  as  one  method  of  growth  in  service. 

An  increasing  awareness  of  our  churches  to  home  mission  opportunities 
should  be  cultivated.  Generous  support  of  the  Thanksgiving  Home 
Missions  offering  should  be  encouraged.  Read  again  A  Home  Mission 
Outreach  for  Your  Church,  on  page  twenty  of  the  July  1  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger. 
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WOMEN 

AT 
WORK 


A  statement  of  what  consti- 
tutes   a   good   program    of 
women's   work   in   a  local 
church 


THE  word  program  is  used  here 
to  describe  what  goes  on  the 
year  round  rather  than  any  one 
session  of  women  coming  together. 
Purposes  logically  come  first,  then 
programs.  True  it  is,  we  often  en- 
gage in  an  intense  period  of  activity 
before  we  begin  to  ask,  "Why  are 
we  doing  this?"  But  since  we  have 
just  finished  reading  the  statement 
of  aims  which  has  come  down  to 
us  through  tested  experience,  let 
us  see  what  kind  of  program  natu- 
rally grows  out  of  such  aims. 

First,  the  program  will  be  tailor- 
made  to  fit  the  group  of  women  in 
each  individual  church.  Most  of  our 
churches  are  of  small  membership; 
this  means  a  limited  group  of  wom- 
en. Others  are  large,  and  have  need 
of  many  activities  to  make  use  of 
all  the  talent  available.  Rural  wom- 
en fit  the  times  and  frequency  of 
their  meetings  to  the  seasons,  to 
weather  conditions  where  necessary, 
and  to  other  demands  on  their  time. 
City  women  must  take  into  account 
the  increasing  tempo  of  school,  club 
and  community  service  activities 
which  drain  all  too  heavily  on  one's 
time.  In  some  churches  the  need 
for  opportunities  for  fellowship 
among  women  is  very  great;  in 
others,  this  need  is  already  met 
through  the  general  program  of  the 
church. 

Second,  the  program  will  truly 
take  account  of  every  scrap  of  time, 
talent,  and  energy  any  woman  can 


Change  of  Address? 

Please  report  to  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.,  if  you  have  changed  your 
address,  been  appointed  to  a  new 
position  in  the  local  church  or  dis-- 
trict  or  moved  to  another  church. 
Be  sure  to  give  the  name  of  your 
local  church  and  district  when  fur- 
nishing this  information.  Prompt 
reports  of  such  changes  will  enable 
the  mailing  department  to  keep 
mailing  lists  more  nearly  up-to-date. 


spare  to  contribute  to  Christian 
service.  Calls  for  help  come  to  the 
church  from  everywhere,  and  often 
if  the  church  does  not  respond,  no 
one  else  will.  Many  women  whose 
families  are  grown  have  time  to 
give.  In  this  day  of  many  gadgets 
and  conveniences,  even  mothers 
with  growing  children  often  seek 
and  have  time  to  give  to  outside 
activities.  Crucial  human  needs 
both  personal  and  social  will  go 
unmet  in  our  age  except  as  hands 
and  hearts  of  love  voluntarily  take 
on  responsibility. 

Third,  women  need  a  laboratory 
or  seedbed  for  strengthening  their 
leadership  talent  for  the  wider  serv- 
ice of  the  church.  The  Amsterdam 
conference  in  1948  recognized  a  re- 
port on  the  status  of  women  in  the 
church.  It  is  likely  in  the  years 
ahead  that  many  new  doors  will 
open.  Women  need  to  ready  them- 
selves by  faithful,  patient  service 
in  their  own  groups.  Skills,  in  ad- 
ministrative procedure,  in  working 
with  people,  and  in  achieving  goals 
with  a  minimum  use  of  energy, 
come  through  practice.  Women's 
groups  offer  opportunity  for  growth 
in  all  of  these. 

Fourth,  the  church  has  come  to 
depend  upon  women  for  their  many 
financial  contributions  to  its  work. 
The  local  needs  such  as  the  worn- 
out  carpet,  the  new  equipment,  the 
pastor's  salary,  the  community  calls 
for  help,  the  college,  the  old  people's 
home,  the  district  and  regional  serv- 
ice projects,  and  the  world-wide 
outreach  of  the  church  through  mis- 
sions, relief,  and  the  general  pro- 
gram— these  all  find  warm  support 
from  our  women.  It  is  significant 
that  in  the  postwar  years  of  slump 
in  the  general  giving,  women  have 
stayed  by  and  have  even  increased 
their  total  gifts   to  the   cause. 

Fifth,  there  may  be  at  present 
more  than  one  women's  organization 
in  your  church.  If  so,  it  is  im- 
portant to  proceed  slowly  and  care- 
fully    in     attempting     to     build     a 


unified  fellowship.  Each  group  has 
had  its  own  valuable  purpose  to 
serve  in  past  years  in  making  its 
contribution  to  some  phases  of  the 
work  of  the  church.  It  is  more 
important  to  keep  the  fellowship 
warm  and  kindly  than  to  have  one 
certain  form  of  organization.  Let 
the  leaders  of  the  various  groups 
of  women  be  brought  together  to 
share  the  purposes  and  unmet  needs 
of  their  groups  and  to  re-evaluate 
together  the  needs  for  the  future. 
Thus  overlapping  purposes  can 
sometimes  be  blended. 

It  is  important,  too,  to  make  use 
of  all  the  skilled  leadership  of  the 
various  groups  in  one  way  or  an- 
other. In  unifying  into  one  organi- 
zation, it  is  often  possible  to  create 
new  fields  of  service  hitherto  un- 
tried. Each  woman  with  a  talent 
to  give  in  leadership  ought  to  be 
used.  Wasting  leadership  is  more 
wasteful  than  wasting  money. 

One  women's  work  organization 
in  the  church  is  desirable;  but  a 
warm  fellowship  among  the  leaders 
of  the  several  groups  is  a  first  step 
and  a  necessary  one.  A  women's 
work  council  can  meet  occasionally 
on  an  informal  basis  if  it  does  not 
seem    feasible    to    have    an    official 


cabinet.  Over  a  period  of  several 
years  such  fellowship  is  bound  to 
yield  a  more  unified  purpose  and 
program. 

Last  of  all,  in  an  increasingly 
complex  society,  where  many  calls 
come  for  activity,  the  women's  work 
program  of  your  church  will  need 
to  be  formulated  to  contribute  with 
a  minimum  of  effort  the  maximum 
of  value  to  your  women  and  to  the 
world  they  serve.  Not  that  we  will 
attempt  to  do  less  work,  but  that  we 
will  perhaps  need  to  choose  more 
and  more  carefully  the  "must"  tasks 
that  call  for  Christian  hands  and 
minds  and  hearts  to  do.  Never  has 
man's  future  reached  more  alluring- 
ly ahead.  Never  have  we  seen  so 
clearly  the  great  untouched  areas 
of  human  need  that  must  be  met 
if  God's  dream  for  his  children  is 
to  come  true. 


Note:  The  National  Council  of  Women's 
Work  has  this  year  prepared  a  manual 
for  women's  work  groups,  which  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  every  local  women's 
organization.  The  section  of  this  manual 
is  lifted  out  here,  as  a  sample  of  the 
kind  of  worth-while  guidance  it  offers. 
Copies  of  the  manual  may  be  secured  for 
50c  from  the  Department  of  Women's 
Work,  Christian  Education  Commission, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,   Elgin,  111. 


Remittance  Form 

General  Brotherhood  Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren 
22   South   State   Street,   Elgin,   Illinois 

Dear  Brethren: 

Understanding  each  member's  giving   in  the   September  Achievement  Offering  will  be 
a  vital  factor  in  maintaining  the  world  ministry  of  the  church,  unhampered  by  a  deficit, 

I  (we)  enclose  $ 

Name     State     

Street   or  R.F.D Congregation    

City    District     
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


The  Yins- 
Chinese  Brethren 


H.  C.  Yin,  engaged  as  a  language  teacher 
by  the  early  missionaries  in  the  Brethren 
mission,  became  a  devoted  Christian  teacher, 
minister  and  elder  at  Ping  Ting,  China.  His 
wife  working  with  him  cared  for  the  four 
children. 


Peter  Yin  and  his  family  while  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Peiping 


From  Revolutionist  to  Christian  Minister 


THE  story  of  the  prodigal  son 
was  re-enacted  in  the  Yin  family 
as  their  son,  Peter,  grew  up. 
Like  the  younger  son  of  Jesus'  story, 
Peter  went  into  a  far  country,  both 
physically  and  spiritually,  and  like 
that  son  he  eventually  returned  to 
his  home,  having  come  to  himself. 
After  finishing  the  primary  and 
the  junior  high  schools  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  mission  in 
Ping  Ting,  Peter  was  sent  to  the 
senior  high  school  of  the  American 
Board  mission  at  Taiku,  Shansi. 
Here  Peter  became  one  of  a  group 
of  students  stirred  by  China's  in- 
ferior position  among  the  nations 
and  the  injustice  of  certain  treaties. 
With  all  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  of 
youth  they  planned  for  a  China 
freed  from  foreign  influence.  In 
their  secret  meetings  antiforeign 
and  anti-Christian  feelings  were 
fanned  into  flame.  Because  the  Chi- 
nese Republic  and  he  were  born 
in  the  same  year,  Peter  seemed  to 
feel  that  he  had  a  special  responsi- 
bility in  the  development  of  his 
country. 

In  Peter's  last  year  at  school,  the 
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Martha  Parker 

Hollansburg,  Ohio 


trouble  centered  in  this  group  of 
patriotic  students  came  to  a  head. 
Several  students  were  dismissed  and 
the  school  closed  for  a  time.  Rather 
than  be  dismissed  Peter  ran  away 
to  Manchuria.  For  weeks  nothing 
was  heard  from  him. 

Naturally  all  this  "wandering  into 
a  far  country"  had  been  worrying 
his  parents.  They  felt  that  if  he 
were  married  he  might  settle  down. 
Accordingly,  before  his  return  to 
school  for  his  last  year,  a  marriage 
was  arranged  as  was  the  Chinese 
custom.  The  daughter  of  an  old 
friend,  Ching  Hsien,  became  the 
wife  of  Peter. 

Peter's  rebuffs  and  his  running 
away  hurt  her  deeply.  She  hoped 
that  he  would  return  to  her,  for 
in  the  little  she  had  seen  of  her  hus- 
band, she  felt  he  had  great  possi- 
bilities. Until  he  should  return,  she 
was  sent  to  the  women's  Bible 
school  in  Peiping. 

Then  Peter  returned  to  Peiping, 
not  ready  yet  for  the  trip  back  "to 
his    father's    house."     The    Homer 


Brights  contacted  Peter  and  helped 
him  to  enter  the  Y.M.C.A.  commer- 
cial high  school,  and  attempted  to 
reconcile  him  with  his  young  wife. 

Ching  Hsien  did  what  she  could 
for  him,  carrying  messages  to  him 
from  his  parents,  washing  and 
mending  his  clothes,  sometimes  with 
tears  because  of  his  unkindness  and 
indifference. 

Gradually  a  change  was  coming 
in  Peter.  The  Brights  had  continued 
to  visit  him  and  to  pray  with  him; 
his  parents,  his  wife,  the  missionar- 
ies and  his  Chinese  friends  were 
praying  for  him.  Finally  he  began 
to  visit  the  Brights.  Then  he  de- 
cided to  go  back  with  his  wife  to 
Ping  Ting.  There  in  a  revival  meet- 
ing in  the  church  he  at  last  really 
found  God. 

He  was  ashamed  of  his  disobedi- 
ence to  his  parents,  of  his  running 
away,  of  his  treatment  of  his  wife, 
of  his  attitude  toward  the  church. 
He  realized  that  he  had  never  really 
understood  what  it  meant  to  be  a 
Christian.  He  wanted  to  amend  for 
everything  and  to  begin  again.  He 
wrote  his  friends  about  the  change 
in  his  former  attitude  toward  the 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberia  Yoder 


The  summer  pastoral  program  is 
underwritten  by  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board  through  the  budget  of 
the  Ministry  and  Home  Mission 
Commission.  Through  the  Achieve- 
ment Offering  for  the  Brotherhood 
Fund  student  ministers  are  assisted 
to  serve  in  summer  pastorates  in 
strategic  fields,  helping  the  work  of 
the  kingdom  through  the  local 
church  and  helping  fine  young  men 
grow  strong  in  Christian  leadership 
in  the  name  of  the  Master. 


Wayne  Lawson,  who  will  be  a 
senior  at  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary in  the  fall  of  1950,  served 
as  summer  pastor  at  Bowmont, 
Idaho,  during  the  summer  of  1950; 
in  1949  he  was  pastor  to  the 
people  at  Sunnyland,  Florida 


Summer  Pastors  Serve  the  Brotherhood 


DURING  the  summer  of  1950 
the  summer  pastors  joined 
hands  as  one  great  unit  across 
the  United  States  in  widely  scat- 
tered areas  of  the  Brotherhood.  In 
a  common  bond  of  fellowship  these 
men  from  the  Brethren  colleges  and 
seminary  served  from  East  to  West 
and  from  North  to  South.  The  states 
to  which  they  journeyed  sound  as 
distant  as  a  train  call  —  Pennsyl- 
vania, Oregon,  Oklahoma,  North 
Dakota,  Idaho,  Florida,  Virginia, 
Kansas,  Maryland,  Illinois,  West 
Virginia,  Iowa,  North  Carolina,  In- 
diana, Missouri,  Michigan,  Wiscon- 
sin,   and   Alabama. 

The  summer  of  1950  has  been  a 
new  experience  for  each  one.  To 
some  it  represented  the  first  experi- 
ence in  serving  a  church  as  its  pas- 
tor. Some  delivered  their  first 
sermon!  Others  are  adding  to  past 
experiences  but  to  each  young  man 
this  summer  has  presented  a  real 
challenge  to   give  of  his  very  best 


service  to  the  church.  They  faced 
problems  and  hard  problems,  too. 
•  Work  learned  in  the  classroom 
was  put  to  practical  use.  The  sum- 
mer pastorate  is  a  short-term  intern- 
ship in  the  pastoral  ministry.  Classes 
in  church  administration,  pastoral 
counseling,  evangelism,  youth  work, 
children's  work  and  other  subjects 
of  the  curriculum  will  buzz  with 
questions  on  the  "how  and  the  why" 
as  the  student  ministers  learns  from 
his  instructors  and  fellow  students 
on  his  return  to  college  or  seminary 
following  the  three-month  summer 
pastorate. 

Many  ministers  now  experienced 
in  the  leadership  of  the  church 
attest  to  the  helpful  period  in  a 
summer  pastorate  where  a  group  of 
people  in  a  local  church  gave  en- 
couragement and  stimulation  to 
serve  in  the  Christian  ministry. 

Churches  where  summer  pastors 
have  served  are  enthusiastic  about 
the  genuine   service  and  leadership 


which  summer  pastors  bring  to  the 
local  church. 

Each  week  the  summer  pastor 
makes  a  weekly  report  of  his  activi- 
ties and  program.  Four  copies  are 
made,  sending  one  to  the  office  of 
Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Com- 
mission, General  Brotherhood  Board; 
to  the  Regional  office;  and  to  the 
district  ministerial  secretary,  and 
leaving  one  for  the  local  files.  Let- 
ters and  a  weekly  news  release, 
which  is  a  compiled  summary  of  the 
weekly  reports  of  the  summer  pas- 
tors, go  out  regularly  to  the  student 
summer  pastors.  Through  the  shar- 
ing of  helps  and  news  in  the  news- 
sheet  the  summer  pastors  are  kept 
in  contact  with  others  experiencing 
the  same  thrills  and  problems.  One 
summer  pastor  said  that  the  news- 
sheet  was  like  a  "spring  in  the 
desert." 

A  summer  pastor  accepted  under 
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the  summer  pastoral  service  plan 
is  guaranteed  a  salary  of  $450  for 
the  summer  if  he  is  a  married  stu- 
dent at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
or  a  college  senior  coming  to  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  the  following 
fall  and  $400  if  he  is  single;  and 
$300  if  he  has  completed  the  junior 
year  in  college.  Transportation  to 
and  from  the  field  of  service  is  paid 
for  the  summer  pastor  and  his  wife. 
The  local  church  pays  as  much  as 
possible  or  all  of  the  expense  of 
having  a  summer  pastor;  the  district 
pays  what  it  can  and  then  what  is 
needed  to  make  the  guaranteed  re- 
muneration is  paid  by  the  Ministry 
and  Home  Mission  Commission. 

The  Yins — Chinese 
Brethren 

Continued  from  page  22 

church  and  urging  them  to  become 
Christians  too.  He  went  to  Ching 
Hsien  with  a  humble  heart;  he 
hoped  that  together  they  might 
build  a  home  and  find  usefulness 
and  happiness  in  life. 

Peter  had,  indeed,  found  peace 
and  a  new  motive  in  life.  He  shared 
with  his  wife  his  desire  to  become 
a  minister  of  the  gospel.  The  best 
way  to  serve  God  and  his  country, 
he  had  come  to  feel,  was  by  telling 
men  of  the  new  way  of  life  to  be 
found  in  Christ. 

What  a  day  of  rejoicing  it  was  in 
Elder  Yin's  family  when  Peter  told 
of  his  great  experience.  Though 
according  to  Chinese  custom  one's 
emotions  must  be  controlled  even 
in  the  privacy  of  the  family,  Elder 
Yin  with  tears  running  down  his 
face  put  his  arms  about  his  son's 
shoulders  and  his  mother  was  un- 
able to  speak.  Peter  told  them  how 
much  he  owed  to  Ching  Hsien,  who 
had  stood  by  him  and  helped  him 
in  spite  of  his  failings.  Then  when 
he  told  them  of  his  desire  to  be  a 
minister  his  parents  had  no  words 
to  express  their  gratitude  and 
thanksgiving.  Elder  Yin  prayed  as 
the  family  group  stood  with  bowed 
heads.  That  day  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Yin  family  Praise  God  From 
Whom  All  Blessings  Flow  was  heard 
as  though  played  on  a  mighty  organ. 

To  carry  out  his  desire  to  become 
a  minister  Peter  entered  a  theologi- 
cal seminary  in  Shantung  Prov- 
ince, from  which  he  was  graduated 
just  before  war  with  Japan  started. 
During  the  war  Peter  had  returned 
to  Ping  Ting.  Here  he  entered  with 
great  zest  into  the  life  of  the  church. 
His  first  sermon  after  he  came  back 


has  been  remembered  by  those  who 
heard  it.  He  was  fired  with  great 
enthusiasm  for  building  the  Chinese 
church,  a  church  which  would  be 
self-supporting  and  not  dependent 
on  the  mother  church  in  America 
for  funds.  He  challenged  his  Chi- 
nese Brethren  to  do  their  share  at 
once  in  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  church. 

After  a  while  at  his  home  in 
Ping  Ting,  he  was  called  to  do 
pastoral  work  at  a  small  country 
church  in  the  adjacent  county  of 
Leping.  He  remained  in  Leping  only 
a  short  while,  as  the  Japanese  be- 
came suspicious  of  him  and  of  some 
of  his  members,  arresting  the  church 
gateman.  He  made  several  moves 
to  avoid  trouble  during  the  Japanese 
occupation.  The  last  place  he 
worked  was  in  Showyang,  where 
the  three  Brethren  missionaries  had 
earlier  lost  their  lives.  He  was  here 
for  a  year  and  a  half. 

By  this  time  all  the  missionaries 
had  to  leave  Shansi  again.  When  it 
became  necessary  for  Pastor  Peter 
Yin,  too,  to  move  on,  he  went  to 
Peiping  and  started  pastoral  work 
in  one  of  the  outlying  Presbyterian 
churches.  However,  he  was  soon 
called  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  large 
Presbyterian  church  in  Peiping.  He 
did  a  great  work  in  the  church 
there.  His  big  interest  was  the 
young  people,  preaching,  teaching, 
leading  them  spiritually.  Always 
was  he  interested  in  building  a 
strong  Chinese  church.  Willing  to 
live  on  the  salary  they  could  pay, 
not  wanting  to  impose  a  burden 
on  the  church,  he  encouraged  them 
to  go  forward  even  when  funds  and 
help  were  cut  off  from  America. 

All  this  time  his  wife  had  been 
his  faithful  helper  and  companion. 
Their  home  was  a  strong  Christian 
home.  By  the  end  of  the  war  with 
Japan  they  had  three  children.  One 
more  son  was  born  in  1947,  making 
their  number  three  boys  and  one 
girl  as  in  Elder  Yin's  family.  They 
were  the  first  Brethren  to  welcome 
back  the  missionaries  in  early  1946. 
They  continued  their  work  in 
church  and  home  in  the  city  of 
Peking  until  after  the  missionaries 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  had 
again  evacuated  Shansi  in  1947  and 
most  all  had  left  North  China  by 
1948. 

In  the  final  installment  of  Mis. 
Parker's  story  of  the  Yins  she  tells 
of  the  separation  caused  by  war  and 
of  the  reunion  in  West  China. 


The  Worth  of  a  Soul 

H.  Spenser  Minnich 

Elgin,  Illinois 

IN  MY  boyhood  days  in  the  Painter 
Creek  congregation  I  sat  with 
feet  dangling  above  the  floor  and 
listened  to  evangelists  proclaim  that 
one  soul  was  worth  more  than  the 
whole   world. 

In  India,  to  which  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  has  sent  more  than 
115  missionaries  in  the  past  fifty 
years,  I  have  seen  many  Indian 
Christians,  the  fruits  of  our  mission- 
ary endeavor.  I  was  greatly  im- 
pressed when  I  heard  one  of  these 
Christians  whom  we  know  well  say, 
"The  church  has  spent  millions  of 
dollars  and  valuable  lives  of  mis- 
sionaries to  let  us  know  the  un- 
speakable gift  of  God  for  the  salva- 
tion of  souls.  Thousands  have  re- 
sponded. Yet  I  dare  say  that  if  no 
soul  were  saved  other  than  mine,- 
the  cost  does  not  exceed  the  value 
I  give  to  my  gain.  My  wife  in  grate- 
fulness also  says  so." 

Because  I  know  the  one  who  ut- 
tered these  words  to  be  a  rare  and 
priceless  personality  in  the  Christian 
family,  I  join  in  agreement  with  his 
statement.  May  thousands  of  others 
receive  so  great  a  salvation.  Pray 
earnestly  for  them. 

Christianity  in  China 

An  interesting  development  in , 
one  of  the  big  city  churches  is  a 
series  of  "cottage"  services  being 
sponsored  by  a  group  of  young 
adults.  The  group  is  continuing  its 
regular  church-centered  activities, 
but  also  is  holding  Sunday  afternoon 
meetings  at  the  homes  of  various 
members.  About  fifty  persons  attend 
the  average  meeting.  Friends  and 
neighbors,  as  well  as  regular  church 
members,  are  invited,  and  the  chil- 
dren also  come.  A  simple  service  is 
held,  with  special  emphasis  on  group 
singing,  and  several  speakers  dis- 
cuss current  problems. 

Of  all  Christian  institutions,  the 
middle  school  appears  to  be  the 
least  likely  to  survive.  One  Chris- 
tian leader  says  he  thinks  nation- 
alization of  the  middle  schools  is 
inevitable.  The  middle  school  is  the 
natural  focus  for  the  government's 
indoctrination  program  for  youth. 
The  government  needs  hundreds  of 
civil  service  workers  and  the  mid- 
dle school  is  the  recruiting  ground. 
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Religious   Teaching    Is   Vital    to   a    Nation 


World  Convention  on  Chris- 
tian Education 

Continued  from  page  10 

us  directly  to  the  Coliseum.  One 
cannot  say  too  much  for  the 
courtesy  shown  by  Canadians. 
More  than  once  during  these 
days,  Canadians  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  help  us.  I  wonder 
if  we  Americans  could  not  learn 
some  politeness  from  our  friends 
across  the  border. 

At  the  service  tonight,  mes- 
sages were  read  from  the  prime 
minister  of  Japan,  from  King 
George  of  England,  and  from 
other  world  leaders.  Especially 
interesting  was  a  recorded  mes- 
sage from  Princess  Wilhelmina 
of  Holland,  in  which  she  chal- 
lenged everyone  to  live  like 
Christ.  Dr.  Kagawa  addressed 
this  plenary  session.  He  said, 
"Christ  is  the  only  way  out  to 
remake  mankind."  He  recom- 
mended that  we  work  with  chil- 
dren if  we  want  to  build  great 

About  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


churches,  and  also  emphasized 
the  place  of  prayer  in  the  task  of 
bringing  souls  to  God. 

Wednesday 

Miss  Jean  Frazer,  director  of 
youth  work  in  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  told  a  group  of 
youth  that  the  ecumenical 
church  is,  to  quote  the  late  Wil- 
liam Temple,  "the  great  new  fact 
of  our  time."  She  said,  "It's 
curious  how  dogmatic  you  can 
be  about  what  the  other  man  be- 
lieves until  you  meet  him  face  to 
face."  She  pointed  out  that  the 
ecumenical  church  is  the  whole 
church  in  the  whole  world  min- 
istering to  the  whole  of  life.  It 
was  good  to  see  Leland  and 
Marie  Brubaker,  Mary  G.  Mar- 
tin and  others  taking  responsi- 
bility in  the  discussion  groups 
which  followed  this  address. 

In  the  afternoon,  your  re- 
porter was  in  a  group  which  dis- 
cussed adult  education  and  the 
great    need    for    improving    the 


How  to  Build  up  Your  Church 
School.  Weldon  Crossland.  Abing- 
don-Cokesbury.    144  pages.    $1.75. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  short 
cuts  will  be  disappointed  in  this 
book  but  those  who  want  to  learn 
basic  procedures  for  building  a  real 
church-school  program  will  find  this 
an  illuminating  and  helpful  volume. 
It  tells  you  how  to  organize,  chart 
your  course,  enlist  and  train  teach- 
ers, improve  your  curriculum,  con- 
duct your  worship,  instill  Christian 
convictions  and  habits,  increase  at- 
tendance, and  find  and  win  new 
members.  The  book  was  written  out 
of  experience  and  is  practical  for 
both  small  and  large  church  schools. 
— C.  Ernest  Davis. 

Science  and  Christian  Faith.  Ed- 
ward L.  Long,  Jr.  Association  Press, 
1950.    125  pages.    $1.75. 

This  book  is  written  by  a  scientist 
and  theologian.  For  some  years  he 
taught  science,  and  in  recent  years 
he  has  been  a  minister  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  tells  how 
science  and  religion  once  parted 
ways  and  how  this  has  been  destruc- 
tive to  the  best  interests  of  both  of 
them,  for  in  the  very  creativity  of 


God  they  support  each  other. 
Science  and  the  Christian  faith,  he 
argues,  are  always  partners  and 
should  realize  it.  This  book  comes 
in  the  stream  of  similar  books  which 
are  being  written  both  by  scientists 
and  by  churchmen.  This  author  lifts 
up,  as  the  others  have  done,  that 
science  without  religion  can  be 
totally  destructive.  Religion  and 
science  working  together  can  go  a 
long  way  to  serve  both  the  physical 
and  the  spiritual  in  God's  kingdom. 
— Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

Prairie  Church.  Mary  Esther  Mc- 
Whirter.  Westminster  Press,  1950. 
50  pages.   65  cents. 

Ruth  and  Roger  and  their  friends, 
who  live  on  the  prairie,  go  to  vaca- 
tion school  in  their  new  church. 
They  learn  many  things  about  the 
church — why  the  Boy  Scouts  meet 
there,  what  the  choir  is  for,  what 
their  mothers  do  in  church  meetings, 
who  takes  care  of  the  church,  and 
how  the  minister  prepares  for  Sun- 
day worship.  Children  will  love  to 
read  Prairie  Church  over  and  over. 
They  will  love  their  own  churches 
more  when  they  know  the  prairie 
church. — Hazel  Kennedy. 


teaching  which  is  done  in  this 
age  group.  It  was  also  our  last 
chance  to  wander  through  the 
exhibits  which  had  been  set  up 
in  a  large  hall  on  the  university 
campus. 

The  closing  plenary  session 
was  addressed  by  Bishop 
Stephen  C.  Neill,  who  is  associ- 
ate general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
theme  of  this  service  of  dedica- 
tian  was  "Here  Am  I — Send 
Me."  Following  the  address,  we 
were  led  in  a  litany  of  commit- 
ment, listened  to  the  majestic 
strains  of  the  Hallelujah  Chorus, 
and  then  in  silence  dedicated 
ourselves  to  the  tasks  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  determining 
that,  with  the  help  of  God,  we 
would  devote  every  ounce  of 
strength  and  energy  to  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  our  Teacher  and 
Lord. 

General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

Radio,    Television    Coverage 
of    Religion    Found    Poor 

Press  coverage  of  religious  news 
is  increasing,  but  radio  stations  are 
giving  less  good  time  to  church  pro- 
grams while  television  virtually 
ignores  religion,  a  public  relations 
consultant  said  at  the  annual 
Religious  Radio  Workshop  in 
Philadelphia. 

The  consultant,  Ed  Greif  of  Ban- 
ner and  Greif,  New  York,  said: 
"Recent  studies  of  newspaper  con- 
tent still  show  religious  news  far 
down  on  the  list  of  subjects  covered. 
But  editors  all  over  the  country  are 
taking  religious  news  off  the  tradi- 
tional Saturday  church  page  and 
placing  it  in  the  regular  news 
columns. 

"Top  religious  stories  are  getting 
frequent  front-page  treatment  and 
a  number  of  newspapers  and  wire 
services  are  assigning  special  re- 
porters to  cover  religious  news." 

But  audiences  for  religious  radio 
programs  are  "woefully  small," 
according  to  Mr.  Greif. 

"We  have  a  vicious  circle  in 
operation,"  he  explained.  "Audi- 
ences are  small  because  of  poor 
programming  and  bad  time  allot- 
ments.   This,   in  turn,   provides  the 
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excuse  for  even  poorer  time  periods. 
Churchmen,  observing  that  audi- 
ences are  small,  give  little  attention 
to  the  program  content." 

He  said  that  both  religious  leaders 
and  station  operators  have  obliga- 
tions to  fulfill  for  the  improvement 
of  radio  coverage  of  religion.  "Bet- 
ter programs  and  continuous  atten- 
tion to  building  of  audiences  is  part 
of  the  church's  responsibility,"  he 
said.  "For  the  most  part,  programs 
are  unimaginative,  unsuited  for  the 
medium,  and  little  effort  is  made  to 
publicize   and  promote  them." 

The  workshop  was  sponsored  by 
the  Protestant  Radio  Commission. 


Thinking  About  the  News      Desmond  w.  Bittinger 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Baker-Taylor. — Claire  J.  Baker  and 
Helen  M.  Taylor,  both  of  Dixon,  111.,  in  the 
Dixon  church,  July  1,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Clarence   B.   Fike,   Dixon,    111. 

Barlon-Hambrick. — Desmond  J.  Barton 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Helen  V.  Hambrick 
of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  July  28,  1950,  in  the 
Cloverdale  parsonage  by  the  undersigned. 
— Chester  I.  Harley,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Bolyard-Ford. — Doyle  W.  Bolyard  of 
Aurora,  W.  Va.,  and  Arlene  D.  Ford  of 
Eglon,  W.  Va.,  July  28,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Donald  T.  Ford,  Morgantown,  W. 
Va. 

Brandl-Wolgemuih. — Robert  E.  Brandt 
of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  Anna  H.  Wolge- 
muth  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  Aug.  5,  1950,  in  the 
bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned,  the 
bride's  father. — Herbert  O.  Wolgemuth, 
Manheim,  Pa. 

Breneman-Edris. — Robert  F.  Breneman 
and  Merby  Ann  Edris,  both  of  York,  Pa., 
at  the  First  church,  York,  Pa.,  July  29, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Bernard  N. 
King,  York,  Pa. 

Burton-Deardorff. — William  Burton  and 
Ruth  Deardorff,  both  of  Linden,  Ind.,  in 
the  Kokomo  church.  May  21,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.— David  Ockerman,  South 
Whitley,  Ind. 

Colgrove-Gridley.— William  H.  Colgrove 
of  Peru,  Ind.,  and  Alice  K.  Gridley  of  Lib- 
erty Mills,  Ind.,  at  the  bride's  home,  July 
16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  F.  Mor- 
ris, South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Dierdorff-Chafiin.— Richard  R.  Dierdorff 
of  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  and  Ruby  Chaffin  of 
Kenova,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Dixon  church,  111., 
by  the  undersigned. — Clarence  B.  Fike, 
Dixon,  111. 

Donnachie-Snyder.  —  Robert  A.  Don- 
nachie  and  Marie  E.  Snyder,  both  of  Leb- 
anon, Pa.,  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Aug.  5, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Carl  W.  Zeig- 
ler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Fike-Sanford.— Ernest  E.  Fike  and  Betty 
Jane  Sanford,  both  of  Dixon,  111.,  in  the 
Dixon  church,  July  30,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Clarence  B.  Fike,  Dixon,  HI. 

Frey-Meyers. — Orlin  F.  Frey  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  Esther  Ellen  Meyers  of 
Fresno,  Calif.,  in  the  Raisin  church,  Calif., 
July  22,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  the 
bride's  father. — W.  H.  Meyers,  Fresno, 
Calif. 

Gasser-Eeiizel. — Richard  Gasser  of  Stone 
Creek,  Ohio,  and  Wilma  Beitzel  of  New 
Philadelphia,  Ohio,  July  27,  1950,  at  the 
New  Philadelphia  parsonage,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadel- 
phia, Ohio. 

Gulhals-Sfover. — Donald  G.  Guthals  of 
Elmo,  Kansas,  and  Helen  M.  Stover  of  Mc- 
Louth,  Kansas,  May  29,  1950,  in  the  Heas- 
ton  Memory  chapel,  McPherson  church, 
Kansas,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  R.  Stov- 
er, McLouth,  Kansas. 


Smaller  Sons? 

THE  fathers  of  this  country  have 
been  portrayed  on  spreading 
canvas  as  giants  among  men. 
We  look  up  to  their  pictures  on  the 
walls  of  our  legislative  halls  and 
wonder  why  their  sons  seem  to  be 
smaller. 

Actually,  their  painters  may  have 
portrayed  them  as  overly  large. 
They  were  very  human  too  and  the 
stresses  of  their  day  sometimes 
overtaxed  them. 

But  they  were  giants  in  one  re- 
spect: They  were  able  to  put  the 
good  of  their  total  country  before 
the  more  personal  interests  of  any 
of  the  several  states  they  repre- 
sented. Not  all  of  them  were  able  to 
do  that,  but  a  few  among  them  saw 
the  vision  of  an  emerging  great 
America  so  clearly  that  they  burned 
it  into  the  hearts  of  their  smaller 
fellows. 

Our  country  was  not  really  born 
on  the  battlefield  at  Bunker  Hill  or 
at  Yorktown;  it  was  born  in  the 
consultative  halls  which  gave  birth 
to  our  Constitution  and  in  the  state 
legislatures  when  the  several  states 
decided  to  become  a  part  of  the 
American  dream. 

Unity  of  government  and  purpose 
was  not  easy;  it  was  farther  from 
Virginia  to  Massachusetts  in  that 
day  than  from  Washington  to 
Shanghai  in  this  day.  Moreover,  the 
ideologies  of  Quaker  Pennsylvania 
and  Catholic  Maryland  or  of  planta- 
tion South  Carolina  and  industrial 
Massachusetts  were  about  as  far 
apart  as  any  differences  we  have 
anywhere  in  the  world  today. 

But  the  men  in  that  day  were  big 
enough  to  bridge  the  gaps  between 


them.  And  as  a  result  we  in  Ameri- 
ca live  in  a  great  country;  the  entire 
world  has  benefitted  because  of 
their  stature. 

Their  sons  seem  to  be  smaller. 

The  UN  is  in  a  struggle  similar  to 
that  which  confronted  the  framers 
of  a  unified  America.  Many  of  the 
UN  members  seem  unable  to  grow 
big  enough  for  their  jobs  or  to  think 
big  enough  for  their  opportunities. 

The  American  newspapers,  and 
probably  other  newspapers  as  well, 
do  not  help  them  much.  They  head- 
line such  misconceptions  as  this: 
"Russia  Defeated  for  Second  Time 
in  UN." 

In  the  UN  a  defeat  for  any  coun- 
try, if  it  perpetrates  ill  feeling  and 
prevents  accord,. is  a  defeat  for  all. 
Defeats  there  cannot  be  called  Rus- 
sian defeats  or  American  defeats; 
they  are  defeats  for  all.  Any  action 
which  keeps  the  world  in  turmoil 
and  which  may  lead  eventually  to 
the  end  of  every  hopeful  world 
dream,  including  the  American 
dream,  is  basically  an  unpatriotic 
action  against  the  people  of  every 
country.  Any  country's  representa- 
tives who  battle  for  that  country's 
interests  against  the  total  interests 
of  the  world  family  are  unpatriotic 
both  to  total  humanity  and  to  their 
own  country  and  people. 

Russia  scores  negative  on  such  a 
basis.  But  does  not  America  score 
similarly  on  certain  counts  such  as 
in  our  approach  to  atomic  discus- 
sions and  probably  also  in  our  alti- 
tude toward  the  present  Chinese 
government? 

A  Christian's  attitude  must  al- 
ways be  Christian,  regardless  of  the 
attitude  of  his  opposition.  Leveling 
off  should  always  be  upward. 
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Harner-Fitzwaier. — Charles  M.  Harner 
and  Una  L.  Fitzwater,  both  of  Boyds,  Md., 
July  22,  1950,  in  the  Flower  Hill  parson- 
age, by  the  undersigned. — Emmert  F. 
Bittinger,  Gaithersburg,  Md. 

Harvey-Beach. — George  W.  Harvey  of 
Carthage,  Mo.,  and  Tillie  Beach  of  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  in  the  Shelby  County  church, 
July  12,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  A. 
Strohm,  Leonard,  Mo. 

Horner- Johnson.  —  Donald  Horner  of 
Shickley,  Nebr.,  and  Marie  Johnson  of  Ed- 
gar, Nebr.,  Jan.  1,  1950,  in  the  Christian 
church,  Edgar,  by  Rev.  Williams  of  Hast- 
ings, Nebr. — Mrs.  D.  D.  Griffith,  Carleton, 
Nebr. 

Johnson-Wesifall. — Lowell  Johnson  of 
Milford,  Ind.,  and  Bonnie  Lou  Westfall  of 
Van  Buren,  Ind.,  July  2,  1950,  in  the 
Christian  church,  Landess,  Ind.,  by  Rev. 
Lester  B.  Howell  of  Muncie,  Ind. — Mrs.  Da- 
maris  Morehouse,  Milford,  Ind. 

Jordan-Boyd. — Elza  J.  Jordan  of  Garrett, 
Ind.,  and  Lois  Marie  Boyd  of  Waterloo, 
Ind.,  in  the  Cedar  Lake  church,  Ind.,  June 
4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  F.  Morris, 
South  Whitley,  Ind. 


Jordan-Dawson. — Donald  G.  Jordan  and 
Roberta  A.  Dawson,  both  of  Garrett,  Ind., 
in  the  Garrett  Church  of  Christ,  June  17, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  F.  Morris, 
South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Keisler-Bridge.  —  Thomas  Keister  of 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  and  Lora  Jane  Bridge  or 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  the  South  Waterloo 
church,  Iowa,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Clarence  D.  Sink,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Kline-Sadd. — Paul  Emerson  Kline  and 
June  Evelena  Sadd,  both  of  Manassas,  Va., 
June  18,  1950,  at  the  bride's  home,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Sadd,  by  the  undersigned. — 
John  M.  Kline,  Manassas,  Va. 

Law-Matlox. — Robert  Law  of  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  and  Marilyn  Mattox  of  Findlay, 
Ohio,  in  the  Fostoria  church,  July  29,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Oliver  Royer,  Fos- 
toria, Ohio. 

Leedy-Kramer. — Glenn  E.  Leedy  and 
Peggy  Ann  Kramer,  both  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  July  30,  1950,  in  the  Chambers- 
burg  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wayne 
A.  Nicarry,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Miller-Hamer.— M.  Lyle  Miller  of  Burr 
Oak,   Kansas,   and   Doris   Jean   Hamer   of 


Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  the  South  Waterloo 
church,  Iowa,  June  11,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Clarence  D.  Sink,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Molsbee-Underwood. — Robert  D.  Molsbee 
and  Mary  Nell  Underwood,  both  of  No- 
cona,  Texas,  July  15,  1950,  at  the  Nocona 
church  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — 
J.  A.  Eby,  Nocona,  Texas. 

Moore-Phillips. — Harvey  L.  Moore  of 
Brownsville,  Md.,  and  Colleen  Phillips  of 
Brunswick,  Md.,  June  23,  1950,  by  Rev.  D. 
R.  Stonesifer. — Newton  L.  Poling,  Browns- 
ville, Md. 

Mullendore-Cunningham. — Leo  Mullen- 
dore  of  Trego,  Md.,  and  Ruth  Cunningham 
of  Boonsboro,  Md.,  July  22,  1950,  by  Rev. 
C.  L.  Thompson. — Newton  L.  Poling, 
Brownsville,  Md. 

Nelson-Adolph. — Myrtle  Nelson  of  Bar- 
num,  Minn.,  and  Lyle  Adolph  of  Worth- 
ington,  Minn.,  July  6,  1950,  in  the  Barnum 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  L.  Lutz, 
Barnum,  Minn. 

Pugh-Huff.— Billy  R.  Pugh  of  Salem,  Va.( 
and  Betty  Jo  Huff  of  Hollins,  Va.,  in  the 
Cloverdale  church,  Va.,  July  29,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Chester  I.  Harley,  Clov- 
erdale, Va. 

Schultz-Higdon.  —  Franklin  Schultz  of 
Bolivar,  W.  Va.,  and  Anna  L.  Higdon  of 
Yarrowsburg,  Md.,  July  1,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, in  the  West  Brownsville  church, 
Md. — Newton   L.   Poling,   Brownsville,   Md. 

Shank-Wine. — Donald  Shank  and  Helen 
J.  Wine  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  in  the  Hunt- 
ington City  church,  June  11,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — David  Ockerman,  South 
Whitley,  Ind. 

Shreiner-Burkhart. — Richard  E.  Shreiner 
and  Mary  G.  Burkhart,  both  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  July  19,  1950,  in  the  Chambers- 
burg  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wayne 
A.  Nicarry,   Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Sprunger-Barger. — Adrian  Sprunger  of 
Berne,  Ind.,  and  Mary  Lou  Barger  of  De- 
catur, Ind.,  in  the  Pleasant  Dale  church, 
Ind.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Russell  Weller,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Statler-Ludwick. — Harold  B.  Statler  of 
Mt.  Morris,  111.,  and  Ruth  L.  Ludwick  of 
Burlington,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Beaver  Run 
church,  W.  Va.,  June  4,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Foster  B.  Statler,  Mt.  Morris, 
111. 

Slieglilz-Klopenslein. — Adolph  Stieglitz 
of  Syracuse,  Ind.,  and  Beverly  Jane  Klop- 
enstein  of  Leesburg,  Ind.,  June  30.  1950,  in 
the  New  Salem  church,  Milford,  Ind.,  by 
Bro.  Paul  C.  Lantis  of  Milford,  Ind. — Mrs. 
Damaris  Morehouse,  Milford,  Ind. 

Siuisman-Block. — Merle  B.  Stutsman  of 
Canton,  111.,  and  Lily  Marie  Block  of  Adair, 
111.,  in  the  Canton  church,  June  25,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — C.  H.  Cameron,  Can- 
ton. HI. 

Truex-Horn. — Lowell  Truex  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Ohio,  and  Nellie  Jane  Horn  of  Dan- 
ville, Ohio,  May  14,  1950,  in  the  Danville 
parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — John  A. 
McCormick,  Danville,  Ohio. 

Ungerichi-Curiner.  —  Richard  H.  Un- 
gericht  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Rita  Mar- 
lene  Curtner  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  Aug.  5, 
1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Moyne  Landis,   Gettysburg,   Ohio. 

Walden-Lawing. — Charles  J.  Walden  of 
Rockford,  111.,  and  Julia  B.  Lawing  of 
Dixon,  111.,  in  the  Dixon  church,  July  8, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Clarence  B. 
Fike,  Dixon,  111. 

Weaver-Roth. — Harvey  W.  Weaver,  Jr., 
of  Manheim,  Pa.,  and  Jeannine  Ann  Roth 
of  Florin,  Pa.,  Aug.  5,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home,  uncle  of  the  groom. 
— Carl  W.  Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Whilmer-Ruff— Merril  I.  Whitmer  of 
North  Liberty.  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Ruff 
of  Yakima,  Wash.,  at  the  Pine  Creek 
church  parsonage,  Ind.,  July  15,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — E.  Wayne  Gerdes,  North 
Liberty,  Ind. 

Wiele-Kellner. — Sherril  Wiele  and  Lois 
Keltner,  June  25,  1950,  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  E. 
Smeltzer,  Lena,   111. 

Wulf- Chambers. — Dale  E.  Wulf  and  Pa- 
tricia Lee  Chambers  of  Canton,  111.,  in  the 
Canton  church,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—C.  H.  Cameron,  Canton,  111. 

Zeger-Henry.— Ralph  Zeger  and  Ruth 
Henry     of     Chambersburg,     Pa.,     in     the 


Chambersburg  church,  June  3,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Wayne  A.  Nicarry,  Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 

Zeiler-Simmons. — Herbert  Zeiler  and  Eu- 
nice Simmons,  both  of  Osceola,  Mo.,  July 
22,  1950,  in  the  Osceola  church,  by  Bro. 
L.  L.  McWhorter  —  Eva  Stong  Scott,  Os- 
ceola, Mo. 

Zollman-McManamay. — Robert  C.  Zoll- 
man  of  Lexington,  Va.,  and  Edith  McMan- 
amay  of  Glasgow,  Va.,  May  20,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — John  F. 
Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Zook-Heisel. — Loren  E.  Zook  of  Modesto, 
Calif.,  and  Margaret  A.  Heisel  of  Empire, 
Calif.,  in  the  Empire  church,  July  8,  1950. 
by  the  undersigned. — C.  Ernest  Davis,  El- 
gin, 111. 

Zook-Johnson. — Wayne  Zook  of  Bloom- 
ington,  Ind.,  and  Evelyn  Johnson  of  Mil- 
ford, Ind.,  June  12,  1950,  in  the  New 
Salem  church,  Milford,  Ind.,  by  the 
groom's  father,  Bro.  Ray  Zook  of  Water- 
loo, Iowa. — Mrs.  Damaris  Morehouse,  Mil- 
ford, Ind. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Mrs.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow 

Sadie  Reese  Nedrow,  daughter  of  W.  F. 
and  Malinda  Reese  of  Champion,  Pa.,  was 
born  March  20,  1893,  and  passed  away  May 
6,  1950,  at  Wooddale,  near  Connellsville, 
Pa. 

On  December  25,  1911,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. One  son,  Walter,  preceded  her  in 
death  twenty  years  ago. 

She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
remained  active  in  church  work,  serving 
faithfully  and  devotedly  as  a  pastor's  wife. 
She  was  active  in  ladies'  aid  work,  serving 
that  organization  for  a  number  of  years 
as  treasurer  and  for  some  time  as  presi- 
dent. She  often  made  great  sacrifices  in 
order  to  have  her  children  take  their  place 
in  the  work  of  the  church. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two 
daughters,  one  son,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  County 
Line  church  by  Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter 
and  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the 
1  Mt.  Nebo  cemetery. — Kermit  P.  Flora,  Con- 
nellsville, Pa. 

Borden,  Cora  L.,  daughter  of  William  P. 
and  America  Noffsinger,  was  born  Dec.  26, 
1889,  in  Roanoke,  111.,  and  died  June  30, 
1950.  She  was  married  on  Dec.  16,  1903,  to 
James  Franklin  Borden,  who  died  several 
years  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First 
church  in  Rockford,  111.  She  is  survived  by 
one  daughter  and  one  son.— Kenneth 
Yingst,  Rockford,  111. 

Bucher,  Mabel,  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Lydia  Reist,  was  born  March  9,  1893,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Reistville,  Pa.,  May 
5,  1950.  She  was  the  wife  of  Alvin  Bucher, 
a  deacon  in  the  Heidelberg  church.  For 
several  years  she  and  her  husband  served 
as  stewards  at  the  Neffsville  home.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  one 
daughter,  four  grandchildren,  her  mother, 
one  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  Heidelberg  by  S.  Clyde 
Weaver  and  C.  W.  Gibbel.  Interment  was 
in  the  Heidelberg  cemetery. — Candace 
Royer,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Darr,  Mary,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Susan 
Beabes,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
Feb.  22,  1892,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1950.  In 
1914  she  was  married  to  Park  G.  Darr,  and 
to  this  union  two  children  were  born.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  children, 
five  grandchildren,  three  brothers  and  one 
sister.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life.  Brother  and  Sister 
Darr  served  the  Sipesville  church  as  dea- 
cons for  the  past  twenty-six  years.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Sipesville 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in 
the  Somerset  Memorial  park,  Pa. — Cecil  O. 
Showalter,  Sipesville,  Pa. 

Ebersole,  Minerva  E.,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Mutch,  was  born  Oct.  3, 
1868,   in   Reading,    Pa.,   and   died    June   24, 


1950,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Pal- 
myra, Pa.  On  Aug.  6,  1892,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Allen  L.  Ebersole.  In  1893  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  is  survived  by  three  children,  six 
grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchil- 
dren, her  husband  having  preceded  her  in 
death.  Services  were  held  by  Bro.  Joseph 
M.  Long  in  the  Palmyra  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  Spring  Creek  cemetery  in  Her- 
shey,  Pa. — Mrs.  George  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Faw,  Noah  Henry,  son  of  Amos  and  Re- 
becca Sides  Faw,  was  born  Sept.  20,  1876, 
in  Forsyth  County,  N.  C,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Fraternity  church,  N.  C. 
On  Dec.  21,  1911,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Albert  Foltz.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  one  son,  two  grandchildren 
and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Friedberg  Moravian  church  by 
Rev.  C.  Truett  Chadwick,  Rev.  Sam  Tesch 
and  Bro.  S.  H.  Flora.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  N.  H.  Faw, 
Winston-Salem,  N.   C. 

Herbst,  Mary  Alice,  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Albert  Herbst  of  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  was  instantly  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  near  Broadbecks,  Pa.,  June 
15,  1950,  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  Elder  N.  S.  Sellers 
of  Lineboro,  Md.,  at  the  Feiser  funeral 
home  in  Hanover,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the 
Meadow  Branch  cemetery  near  Westmin- 
ster, Md. — Mark  A.  Wildasin,  Lineboro, 
Md. 

Hershberger,  Anson,  son  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Steele  Hershberger,  was  born 
July  28,  1872,  in  Snake  Spring  Valley,  Pa., 
and  died  July  10,  1950,  at  Bedford,  Pa.  He 
was  married  to  Ethel  White.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  two  sons 
and  one  brother.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Snake  Spring 
Valley.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  Bro. 
Isaac  Wareham.  Interment  was  in  the 
Bedford  cemetery. — Mrs.  Phebe  Shuss,  Ev- 
erett, Pa. 

Hoke,  William  A.,  son  of  Uriah  and 
Mary  Hoke,  was  born  June  6,  1890,  in  Pal- 
myra, Pa.,  and  died  April  15,  1950.  In  1910 
he  was  married  to  Sara  Quigley,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  four  children.  In 
recent  years  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  shortly  afterward  was 
elected  janitor,  in  which  office  he  and  his 
wife  served  faithfully  for  about  twelve 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
children,  three  grandchildren,  his  mother 
and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  the  Palmyra  church  by  the  pas- 
tor, Elder  F.  S.  Carper.  Burial  was  in  the 
Spring  Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  George 
Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Hooke,  Anna,  daughter  of  David  and 
Mary  Davis  Coffman,  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1892,  and  died  July  27,  1950.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Grover  C.  Hooke  on  Dec.  24,  1914. 
Besides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by 
three  daughters,  three  grandsons  and 
four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Mill  Creek  church,  of  which  she  was 
a  member  for  many  years,  by  Bro.  C.  E. 
Long,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  J.  Miller.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mrs.   Otis  Bowman,  Port  Republic,  Va. 

Hughes,  Miriam,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Orilla  Sheets,  was  born  in  Ashland  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  July  6,  1898,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Madisonburg,  Ohio,  Aug.  5,  1950. 
In  1920  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Al- 
fred Hughes,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  four  children,  five 
grandchildren,  six  brothers  and  one  sister. 
At  an  early  age  she  became  a  member  of 
the  Chippewa  congregation.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Chippewa  church  by 
the  pastor  and  the  undersigned.  Interment 
was  in  the  Canaan  cemetery. — David  R. 
Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Kline,  Ira  C,  son  of  Elder  John  H.  and 
Katie  Hoover  Kline,  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1891,  near  Broadway,  Va.,  and  died  July 
19,  1950.  On  April  5,  1915,  he  was  married 
to  Mary  Lena  Houff  of  Augusta  County, 
Va.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daugh- 
ter,   two    sons,    two    grandchildren,    four 
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brothers  and  one  sister.  He  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, where  he  served  as  a  deacon  for 
thirty-four  years  and  as  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  chorister  for  forty  years.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Lebanon 
church  by  Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of  Roa- 
noke, Va.,  assisted  by  Bro.  Boyd  Cupp  and 
the  undersigned. — Delbert  Hanlin,  Leba- 
non, Va. 

Kline,  Verdie  O.,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Hettie  Shifflet,  was  born  Nov.  17, 
1881,  near  Manassas,  Va.,  and  died  May  24, 
1950,  at  her  home  in  Palmyra,  Pa.  In  early 
life  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  On  Dec.  25,  1900,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  William  Kline,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Brother  and  Sister  Kline  were  called  to 
the  deacon's  office  while  in  Virginia;  in 
1924  they  moved  into  the  Palmyra  con- 
gregation, where  they  continued  faithful 
to  their  charge.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  seven  children  and  several  grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Palmyra  church  by  Elder  F.  S.  Carper. 
Interment  was  in  the  Spring  Creek  ceme- 
tery at  Hershey,  Pa.- — Mrs.  George  Bell, 
Palmyra,  Pa. 

Mengel,  Edna  K.,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Minnie  Kreider,  was  born  April  23,  1897, 
and  died  July  21,  1950,  in  a  Lebanon  hos- 
pital, Pa.  She  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  early  life.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Marcha  Mengel,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  son,  her  parents  and  eight  brothers 
and  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Elder  F.  S.  Carper.  Burial  was  in  the 
Gravel  Hill  cemetery.— Mrs.  George  Bell, 
Palmyra,  Pa. 

Moomaw,  Ida,  was  born  Aug.  7,  1870, 
and  died  Aug.  5,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Long 
Beach,  Calif.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  she  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  three 
sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  her  pastor,  Norman  J. 
Baugher,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Patterson 
and  Shively  mortuary  in  Long  Beach.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery  at 
La  Verne,  Calif. — Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike, 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Morningsiar,  Joseph  Henry,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  Bair  Morningstar,  was 
born  April  14,  1879,  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  and  died  Aug.  1,  1950.  On  March  1, 
1905,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Addie 
Pepple,  who  preceded  him  in  death  on 
Dec.  5,  1949.  In  his  youth  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Union 
Center  congregation.  He  is  survived  by 
one  daughter,  one  granddaughter,  three 
brothers  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church 
by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the 
Riverview  cemetery. — T.  G.  Weaver,  Co- 
lumbia City,  Ind. 

Patrick,  James  William,  Jr.,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Maudie  Patrick,  was  born  April 
21,  1924,  in  Lawrence  County,  111.,  and 
was  killed  July  25,  1950,  in  a  motorcycle 
accident  near  Lawrenceville,  111.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Freda  Mae  Patrick, 
three  children  and  his  parents.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Allison  Prairie  church.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Emmon 
funeral  home  in  Lawrenceville  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Max  Fisher.  In- 
terment was  in  the  city  cemetery. — Dur- 
ward  Hays,  Lawrenceville,  111. 

Pepple,  Mrs.  Ray,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Rose  Peck  Foor,  was  born  in  Rays 
Cove,  Pa.,  Oct.  2,  1905,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Everett,  Pa.,  July  15,  1950.  She 
was  married  to  Ray  Pepple.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  four  sons  and  one 
daughter.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Snake  Spring 
Valley.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Brethren  Isaac  Wareham  and  Marshall 
Van  Horn.  Interment  was  in  the  Hersh- 
berger  cemetery. — Mrs.  Phebe  Shuss,  Ev- 
erett, Pa. 

Shipley,  Charles  Drayton,  son  of  William 
and  Emmaline  McKinney  Shipley,  was 
born    in   Jonesboro,    Tenn.,    Dec.    16,    1874, 
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and  died  in  the  War  Memorial  hospital  in 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.,  June  26,  1950.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Virgie  Robertha 
Lovegrove  on  June  26,  1898.  She  preceded 
him  in  death  on  June  16,  1941.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  sons,  seven  daughters,  forty 
grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren, 
one  brother  and  two  sisters.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Ozark  church,  Mich.  Fu- 
neral service  were  held  in  the  Ozark 
church  by  Rev.  Kenneth  Fall  of  Bendon, 
Mich.  Interment  was  in  the  Ozark  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Howard  Lovegrove,  Ozark, 
Mich. 

Showaller,  John  Benjamin,  son  of  John 
W.  and  Annie  Myers  Showalter,  was  born 
Dec.  4,  1905,  and  died  July  16,  1950.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Lucy  Wise  Showalter, 
his  parents,  four  brothers  and  four  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Mill 
Creek  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  assisted  by  Bro. 
C.  E.  Long.  Interment  was  in  the  Mill 
Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port 
Republic,  Va. 

Smith,  Joseph  J.,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  Va.,  June  25,  1865,  and  died  June 
25,  1950,  at  the  Sigourney  hospital,  Iowa. 
He  was  married  to  Jenette  Brown  on 
March  31,  1889,  and  to  this  union  five  chil- 
dren were  born.  He  is  survived  by  four 
children,  twenty-six  grandchildren  and 
thirty-eight  great-grandchildren.  The 
family  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  Bro.  Smith  served  as  a 
deacon  for  many  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned  at  the 
English  River  church.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery.- — Howard  H.  Keim, 
Jr.,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Steiner,  E.  Wesley,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Kircher  Steiner,  was  born  near 
Goshen,  Ind.,  March  23,  1864,  and  died 
Aug.  2,  1950,  in  the  Axtell  hospital  in 
Newton,  Kansas.  On  March  2,  1893,  he 
was  married  to  Etta  McFarland.  He  united 
with  the  Methodist  church  and  for  many 
years  taught  the  men's  Bible  class.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  one  grand- 
son and  one  sister.  He  came  from  a 
Brethren  home  and  as  a  youth  attended 
the  Yellow  Creek  church  in  Elkhart  Coun- 
ty, Ind. — Anna  Steiner,  Newton,  Kansas. 

Thompson,  Robert  S.,  was  born  Nov.  10, 
1865,  and  died  June  29,  1950,  in  Nampa, 
Idaho.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  one 
daughter,  seventeen  grandchildren  and 
twenty-nine  great-grandchildren.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  Warrensburg  church  and  was  a  faith- 
ful member  for  fifty-eight  years  and  a 
deacon  for  fifty-six  years.  He  donated 
ground  for  a  church  building,  on  which  a 
church  was  built.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Nampa  church,  of  which  he 
had  been  a  member  for  the  past  eight 
years,  by  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr.  Interment  was 
in  the  Kohlerlawn  cemetery. — Mrs.  Stella 
Turner,  American  Falls,   Idaho. 

Tusing,  Rhea,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Summers,  was  born  May  20,  1918, 
near  Broadway,  Va.,  and  died  May  5,  1950. 
She  was  married  to  Theodore  Tusing  on 
Dec.  31,  1949.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Bethel  church.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  her  mother,  one  sister  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Bethel  church  by  Elder  C.  E.  Nair, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  Jesse  D.  Robertson. 
Interment  was  in  the  Lacey  Springs  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Wilma  K.  Robertson,  Broad- 
way, Va. 

Ulrich,  Florence,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Lucinda  Morrow,  was  born  in  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  Sept.  14,  1863.  On  Dec.  24, 
1887,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Levi 
L.  Ulrich.  On  Feb.  3,  1888,  she  was  bap- 
tized at  the  Salamonie  church,  Ind.  She 
and  her  husband  served  as  deacons  for 
many  years.  Bro.  Ulrich  passed  away  on 
Jan.  16,  1946.  She  is  survived  by  one  son, 
one  foster  daughter,  two  grandsons  and 
one  great-grandson.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Salamonie  church  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— E.  Paul  Weaver,  Huntington, 
Ind. 

Wine,  Minor  Elmer,  son  of  Elder  J.  W. 
and  Philoma  V.  Wine,  was  born  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Va.,  June  7,  1887,  and  died 
July  3,  1950,  at  the  home  of  his  sister.  On 
Sept.  23,  1900,  he  united  with  the  Church 


of  the  Brethren.  He  had  served  as  a  deacon 
since  early  manhood  and  for  a  number  of 
years  taught  the  young  people's  Sunday- 
school  class.  He  is  survived  by  five  sisters 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Briery  Branch  church  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  I.  J.  Garber,  assisted  by  Elder 
J.  M.  Foster.  Interment  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Sangerville  church. — Stella  V. 
Wine,  Dayton,  Va. 
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Irricana,  First. — Brother  and  Sister  Clar- 
ence Heckman,  missionaries  to  Nigeria, 
West  Africa,  held  services  at  our  church 
during  their  visit  to  the  District  of  West- 
ern Canada.  In  June  Brother  and  Sister 
Leatherman  held  evangelistic  meetings  in 
the  district  and  spent  an  inspirational  week 
with  us.  Early  in  July  the  Irricana  First 
church  was  host  to  the  district  meeting. 
At  this  time  we  heard  the  report  of  I.  M. 
McCune,  district  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Also  reporting  was  Hubert  Wray 
of  the  Irricana  First  church,  who  was  del- 
egate to  the  National  Youth  Conference  in 
Chicago.  Many  of  our  young  people  were 
present  at  the  young  people's  camp  at 
Bow  Valley  in  July.  This  camp  was  high- 
lighted by  a  baptismal  service  and  was 
concluded  with  a  love  feast.  Since  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Leonard  Vaughn,  and  his  wife 
have  been  with  us,  our  church  member- 
ship has  increased.  We  have  received 
seven  persons  by  baptism  and  two  by 
letter.  Our  church  pupils  have  been  in 
a  week's  session  of  vacation  Bible  school, 
which  was  jointly  conducted  with  the  Irri- 
cana Second  church.  The  average  attend- 
ance was  approximately  forty-seven. 
The  school  was  concluded  with  a  program 
and  the  showing  of  the  picture.  The  Peace- 
maker. This  is  the  last  of  the  four  African 
films  shown  in  our  churches. — Mrs.  A.  P. 
Lepper,  Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Indiana 

Buck  Creek. — The  young  people  spon- 
sored a  program  with  a  displaced  person. 
Mrs.  Valerie  Angersbach  of  Latvia,  as  the 
speaker.  Our  children  were  well  repre- 
sented at  our  vacation  Bible  school,  which 
was  held  in  co-operation  with  six  other 
Sunday  schools  at  the  schoolhouse.  Our 
elder,  E.  C.  Teeter,  was  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  He  and  Mrs.  Teeter 
and  others  attended  all  week  and  several 
attended  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Bro. 
Petre  of  Anderson  was  with  us  on  Aug.  6 
in  a  dedication  service  for  the  remodeling 
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of  our  church.  We  have  been  working  on 
the  parsonage  so  that  it  will  be  ready  for 
our  new  pastors,  Bro.  Howard  Breneman 
and  his  wife,  on  Sept.  1. — Mrs.  Laura 
Swoveland,  Losantville,  Ind. 

Osceola. — At  our  council  meeting  on  Aug. 
11  we  voted  to  redecorate  our  basement. 
We  are  also  painting  our  church.  Our  Sun- 
day-school picnic  was  held  on  Aug.  13  at 
the  Morris  farm  near  Niles,  Mich.  Our  re- 
vivals will  be  held  Oct.  2-15.  Our  commun- 
ion service  will  be  held  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  14.  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre  of  Peters- 
burg, W.  Va.,  will  be  our  evangelist  and 
Johnny  Becker  will  be  our  song  leader. 
Our  ladies'  aid  is  making  comforters  for 
relief.  Our  harvest  meeting  and  home- 
coming will  be  held  on  Aug.  27  with  Bro. 
Burke  as  the  speaker. — Blanche  Windbig- 
ler,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 

Peru. — Sister  Flora  Bjorklund,  a  re- 
turned missionary  to  India,  spoke  at  the 
women's  tea  one  Sunday  afternoon. 
Through  an  exchange  of  pulpits,  Bro.  Har- 
lan Smith  of  Flora  gave  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage on  peace.  The  children  of  Peru,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Dreschler,  presented 
a  pageant  at  the  Methodist  church.  A 
weekday  religious  program  is  being  car- 
ried on  in  our  city  by  the  various 
churches.  We  met  in  regular  council  on 
June  7.  Our  evangelistic  meetings  will  be 
held  Oct.  2-14  with  Bro.  Arthur  Cline  as 
the  evangelist.  Bro.  Hargrove  delivered  a 
message  on  temperance  on  the  evening  of 
June  11.  Several  of  our  members  attended 
Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Hollenberg  de- 
voted one  Sunday  morning  and  evening  to 
Echoes  From  the  Conference,  each  one  who 


attended  told  what  seemed  most  interest- 
ing to  him. — Mrs.  Goldie  V.  Crosswhite, 
Peru,  Ind. 

Kansas 

Olalhe.— Children's  day  was  observed 
with  a  Sunday-school  picnic  held  at  Gard- 
ner Lake  immediately  following  the  mes- 
sage at  the  church.  We  were  happy  to 
welcome  back  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Reding- 
er,  who  had  spent  the  past  two  years  in 
McPherson  while  their  daughter,  Betty,  at- 
tended college.  Material  has  been  pur- 
chased for  improvement  of  the  church 
basement  and  plans  have  been  made  to 
construct  a  classroom  for  children.  The 
Sunday  school  presented  S.  H.  Hereford 
with  the  New  Testament  in  large  print. 
Mr.  Hereford  is  a  shut-in  and  during  the 
winter  months  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter  in  Olathe.  Their  home  is  at  Mc- 
Cune.  The  regular  quarterly  council  meet- 
ing was  held  Aug.  20  with  the  pastor  pre- 
siding. Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Sept.  30.— Mrs.  Willard  G.  Brammell, 
Olathe,  Kansas. 

Richland  Center.— On  Aug.  6  our  elder, 
Bro.  Guy  Brammell  of  Ozawkie,  was  with 
our  congregation.  In  the  morning  worship 
he  conducted  installation  services  for  Har- 
ry Miller  and  OUie  Conable  and  their 
wives,  who  were  recently  chosen  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  a  business  meeting  was  held; 
Sunday-school  and  church  officers  were 
chosen  for  the  coming  church  year.  Bro. 
S.  A.  Garber,  who  has  acted  as  our  supply 
pastor  for  almost  a  year,  is  going  into 
work  elsewhere,  leaving  us  without  a  pas- 
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tor.  Two  persons  were  reinstated  into 
church  membership  and  one  letter  was 
granted. — Mrs.  Eva  Fralin,  Summerneld, 
Kansas. 

Maryland 

Glendale. — Revival  services  were  held  by 
Bro.  C  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.  The  la- 
dies' aid  presented  a  playlet,  The  Aid  of 
the  Ladies'  Aid,  and  the  money  received 
was  added  to  the  furnace  fund.  Sister 
Marie  Whitacre  was  sent  as  our  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.  Our  regular  quar- 
terly council  was  held  on  July  7,  with 
Elder  Howard  Whitacre  presiding.  On  July 
23  the  men's  circuit  meeting  was  held  at 
our  church.  On  July  30  several  carloads 
of  our  folks  visited  at  the  old  folks'  home 
in  Martinsburg,  Pa.  We  presented  a  short 
program  and  Elder  Howard  Whitacre  de- 
livered a  short  message.  The  ladies'  aid 
presented  them  with  two  comforters  and 
one  quilt.  A.  J.  Replogle  of  Salisbury,  Pa., 
directed  one  week  of  Bible  school.  The 
offering  from  the  school  was  sent  to  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Howard  Whitacre,  their  daughter  Velda, 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Junior  Teeter  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  at  Huntingdon, 
Pa.  Aug.  20  has  been  set  aside  for  our 
home-coming  and  harvest  meeting.  Breth- 
ren Daniel  Vickers  and  Russell  Snyder  will 
speak  morning  and  afternoon  respectively. 
Our  fall  revival  will  begin  Sept.  18,  with 
Bro.  Guy  Fern  of  Clearville,  Pa.,  bringing 
the  messages. — Mrs.  Audrey  Nazelrod, 
Flintstone,  Md. 

Pleasant  View. — Bro.  Zigler  conducted 
one  week  of  revival  services  at  the  Fahr- 
ney  Memorial  Home  at  San  Mar.  Seven 
persons  from  Pleasant  View  attended  the 
annual  district  women's  council  meeting 
held  in  the  Hagerstown  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garland  Guyton  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Archie  Brandenburgh  were  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  The  Gleaners  class  and 
friends  gave  a  day's  work  at  the  New 
Windsor  relief  center,  processing  clothing. 
Fifty  boys'  suits  were  made  by  the  wom- 
en's council  for  relief,  the  material  and 
cutting  being  donated  by  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council.  The  home  enrichment 
department  of  the  women's  council  pre- 
sented a  worship  program  on  the  evening 
of  June  6.  An  address  on  family  life  was 
delivered  by  Bro.  Newton  Poling  of 
Brownsville  and  a  film  on  the  theme  of 
the  evening  was  shown.  Our  children's  day 
program  was  presented  on  June  18  by 
children  from  the  primary  department. 
Five  members  from  Pleasant  View  at- 
tended Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Zigler 
served  as  our  delegate  and  brought  us 
messages  from  the  Conference  sessions. 
Daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  for 
one  week  with  excellent  attendance.  A 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  in 
the  new  social  room  of  the  church  on  June 
30.  Mrs.  Ira  Petre,  returned  missionary  to 
Africa,  was  the  speaker.  The  Middle  Mary- 
land District  youth  adviser,  Bro.  Carl 
Myers  of  Hagerstown,  presented  a  Sunday 
evening  program  on  July  9.  The  program 
included  colored  slides  on  displaced  per- 
sons in  Austria. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Guyton, 
Burkittsville,   Md. 

Michigan 
Lake  View. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  June  with  an  average 
attendance  of  seventy-five.  Part  of  the 
offering  of  $33.81  was  sent  to  Norma  Ruth 
Hillsamer,  one  of  our  local  girls,  who  is 
doing  missionary  work  in  Kentucky.  We 
have  organized  a  junior  church  which  the 
children  enjoy  very  much.  They  have 
their  own  worship  service  with  flannel- 
graph  stories  or  illustrated  lessons.  The 
young  married  people  meet  once  a  month 
for  a  fellowship  dinner  and  discussion. 
They  helped  to  promote  the  junior  church. 
They  also  bought  twenty  Bibles  for  use 
at  church.  We  have  had  our  church  re- 
decorated both  inside  and  out.  The  lighted 
bulletin  board  was  given  to  the  church 
by  Cecil  Somsel  in  memory  of  his  departed 
wife.  Other  gifts  to  the  church  are  two 
large  flags,  the  American  and  the  Chris- 
tian, and  a  set  of  silverware.    Mrs.  Clifton 
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We  furnish  Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets, 
Tarlatans,  Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty  years. 
Samples    free. 

R.    E.    Arnold,    Elgin,    Illinois 


Leckrone  organized  a  junior  choir  which 
sings  every  Sunday  morning.  Four  new 
members  were  received  into  the  church 
recently. — Mrs.  Lloyd  Potter,  Brethren, 
Mich. 

Missouri 
Kansas  City,  First. — We  held  our  Sun- 
day-school picnic  at  Budds  Park  the  first 
Sunday  of  June.  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  July  12.  Wallis  Varner  and  John 
Eller  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting.  Bro.  Milton  Early  was 
chosen  as  our  presiding  elder  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Floyd  E.  Bantz, 
and  his  wife  have  a  new  baby  girl.  Bro. 
Wilbur  Bantz,  father  of  our  pastor, 
preached  for  us  on  July  23.  He  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Decatur  church,  111.  Our 
Brethren  Service  offering  amounted  to 
fifty-four  dollars.  Our  pastor  attended 
Camp  Show  Me  near  Warrensburg,  Mo. 
Several  young  folks  from  our  church  also 
attended.  A  home  mission  film,  entitled 
Like  a  Mighty  Army,  was  shown  on  Aug. 
13.  We  have  recently  put  a  new  roof  on 
our  church  and  parsonage  and  a  tile  block 
floor  in  the  church  basement.  The  women's 
work  is  preparing  toys  and  dolls  for 
Christmas  bags. — Mrs.  Gertrude  Gaba, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Ohio 

Akron,  First. — Thirty  of  our  members  at- 
tended Annual  Conference.  G.  K.  Beach 
and  Mrs.  N.  D.  Cosner  served  as  our 
delegates.  We  have  been  well  represented 
at  all  the  camps  at  Camp  Zion  this  sum- 
mer. Several  adults  also  served  as  leaders. 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  B.  Replogle  of  Win- 
terhaven,  Fla.,  are  serving  as  our  summer 
pastors.  We  had  been  without  a  pastor 
since  the  passing  of  Bro.  N.  D.  Cosner  last 
February.  The  Replogles  are  living  in  the 
parsonage  with  Mrs.  Cosner  and  her 
daughter.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  of  Bro.  J.  G.  Myers  and  his  family 
of  Denver,  Colo.,  who  have  accepted  the 
call  to  the  pastorate.  They  are  expected 
to  arrive  about  Sept.  1.  Our  congregation 
has  been  saddened  recently  by  the  death 
of  two  members,  Mrs.  Lillian  Tingler  and 
Floyd  E.  Diemer. — Edna  Disler,  Akron, 
Ohio. 

Brookville. — Bro.  Ralph  Brumbaugh,  for- 
merly of  the  Middle  District  church,  who, 
with  his  family,  moved  into  our  vicinity, 
has  filled  our  pulpit  several  times.  We 
have  now  received  their  church  letters. 
Bro.  Dean  Rohrer  delivered  a  morning 
message  recently.  A  German  high  school 
lad  is  making  his  home  for  a  year  with  the 
Lowell  Eby  family  and  a  German  girl  is 
with  the  Vern  Dull  family.  Ralph  Dull  of 
the  same  family  arrived  home  in  June 
from  having  given  a  year  in  Brethren  vol- 
unteer service  work.  His  brother,  Ray 
Dull,  is  spending  the  summer  in  a  Breth- 
ren volunteer  work  camp  in  Austria.  Don 
Kinsel  is  also  giving  a  year's  time  in  Breth- 
ren volunteer  service  in  Chicago.  The 
Homebuilders  had  a  very  interesting  meet- 
ing on  hobbies  in  June.  Theo  Sommer  of 
Germany,  who  is  vacationing  at  the  Rus- 
sell Helstern  home,  brought  a  message  to 
us  on  Aug.  6.  He  will  be  a  student  at  Man- 
chester College  this  fall. — Mrs.  W.  Russell 
Miller,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Gratis. — We  now  have  as  our  pastor  Bro. 
Frank  Eby,  who  resides  at  West  Milton. 
Bro.  Eby  has  done  much  personal  work 
since  he  began  as  part-time  pastor  on  June 
1.  He  has  baptized  fourteen  persons  and 
two  are  awaiting  the  rite.  One  person  was 
received  on  former  baptism  and  one  was 
reconsecrated.  The  three  churches  of 
Gratis  sponsored  a  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  July 
with   an   average   attendance   of   seventy- 
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five.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
been  good.  Several  of  our  children  have 
attended  Camp  Sugar  Grove.  Bro.  Eby 
held  a  dedication  service  for  six  babies 
on  June  11. — Mrs.  David  Kalter,  Camden, 
Ohio. 

Springfield  (N.E.  Ohio). — Members  have 
given  the  building  committee  the  go-ahead 
signal  to  complete  the  remodeling  of  the 
basement  by  this  winter.  Bro.  Wilfred  N. 
Staufer,  pastor  of  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa., 
will  speak  here  during  our  Oct.  30 — Nov. 
12  evangelistic  campaign.  Grayce  Brum- 
baugh, missionary  to  Africa,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Sept.  3  evening  serv- 
ice, planned  by  the  missionary  committee. 
Two  German  students  are  now  in  homes  of 
our  congregation,  one  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Dale  A.  Young  and  the 
other  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Russell  Young.  Bro.  Dale  Young,  a  local 
member,  has  been  relicensed  to  the  min- 
istry for  another  year.  Maggie  Burtoft  and 
Ada  Young  were  elected  as  our  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting  at  the  Olivet  church 
in  August.  Maggie  Burtoft,  Laura  Young 
and  Lois  Lorah  were  elected  as  delegates 
to  the  Christian  education  convention  to 
be  held  in  October.  Our  annual  Sunday- 
school  picnic  was  held  at  the  church  on 
Aug.  12. — Luella  Cordier,  Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Sugarcreek. — Dedication  services  were 
held  for  two  babies.  Bro.  Israel  Gordon 
preached  one  Sunday  while  working  here 
for  Manchester  College.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bon- 
sack  preached  for  us  June  4  and  11.  Bro. 
H.  Spenser  Minnich  preached  one  Sunday 
and  gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  aid 
society  during  the  week.  The  aid  made 
baby  quilts,  donated  clothing  for  Kassel, 
Germany,  and  made  mattress  covers  for 
Camp  Zion.  We  have  a  quarterly  family 
night.  The  young  people  and  the  junior 
class  each  presented  programs  at  recent 
meetings.  Mrs.  Minnich  gave  an  interest- 
ing description  of  Indian  women  at  the 
June  meeting.  We  lost  a  faithful  brother, 
A.  J.  Renneckar,  by  death.— Mrs.  P.  H. 
Domer,  Sugarcreek,  Ohio. 

West  Milton. — At  our  council  meeting  on 
July  5  we  chose  our  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Moyne  Landis  was  re-elected  elder  for  two 
years.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Perry  Huffaker, 
has  brought  Conference  gleanings  to  us 
by  recordings.  At  this  writing  we  have 
eight  German  students  with  us.  On  the 
evening  of  Aug.  27  they  will  present  a  pro- 
gram. Four  of  them  will  soon  be  leaving 
for  their  homes  in  Germany.  We  appreci- 
ate having  these  fine  young  folks  with  us. 
A  farewell  reception  will  follow  the  pro- 
gram. Brother  and  Sister  Huffaker  spent  a 
week  in  the  leadership  training  camp  at 
Camp  Mack.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
the  coming  of  Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  to  assist  us  in  a  week  of 
evangelistic  meetings  Nov.  13-19. — Alice 
Aukerman,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Ephrata. — A  children's  day  program 
was  presented  by  the  children's  depart- 
ment. Our  community  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  June.  Among  recent 
speakers  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Hoover, 
who  will  go  to  the  India  mission  field,  Bro. 
Paul  M.  Forney  and  Bro.  Ivan  Fetterman. 
On  July  16  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blackburn  of 
Leola  presented  an  excellent  sermon  in 
song  entitled  The  Life  of  Christ.  On  July 
23  a  vesper  service  conducted  by  the 
senior  choir  and  the  CBYF  was  held  on  the 
lawn  of  one  of  our  members.  The  addi- 
tional services  of  our  junior  and  youth 
choirs  are  much  appreciated  by  our  con- 
gregation. Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was 
held  on  Aug.  5  at  the  Mt.  Airy  Sunday- 
school  picnic  grounds.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough, 
who  served  for  many  years  on  the  India 
mission  field,  delivered  two  challenging 
messages  on  Aug.  6.— Mabel  M.  Myer,  Eph- 
rata, Pa. 

Hatfield. — Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
well  attended  and  an  interesting  program 
was  presented  by  the  children  at  the  close 
on  June  30.  William  P.  Nyce,  who  was 
recently  called  to  the  ministry,  preached 
for  us  on  Aug.  6.  We  have  taken  two  dis- 
placed persons  families  into  our  midst  and 
have    placed    one    family    on    a    farm    and 


the  other  in  an  apartment  in  Souderton, 
where  the  man  is  employed.  Our  fall 
evangelistic  service  will  be  held  Sept.  25— 
Oct.  8,  with  Bro.  Harry  Eshelman  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist. — Harold  L. 
Kulp,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  First. — Bro.  D.  Alfred  Rep- 
logle of  Williamsburg  has  accepted  the 
call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  First  church. 
His  pastoral  work  will  begin  here  Sept.  1. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  462.  Wanted:  Orders  for  prayer  cov- 
erings any  size  or  assorted  sizes.  Good 
material.  Write:  Mrs.  Irvin  L.  Rupp,  8 
Knoll  Rd.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

No.  463.  Wanted:  Reliable  lady  to  do 
housework  in  Brethren  home  close  to 
Brethren  church  in  exchange  for  a  good 
permanent  home,  plus  small  wages.  Two 
in  family.  Write:  Mrs.  Elmer  Salisbury, 
527  Tabor  St.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

No.  464.  Wanted:  Man,  single  or  mar- 
ried to  run  large  stock,  grain  and  hay 
farm,  partly  stocked  and  equipped.  Also 
good  for  potatoes  or  beans.  Responsible 
renter  may  suit  himself  as  to  farm  man- 
agement and  practice.  Owner  has  other  in- 
terests. Possession  at  once.  Inspect  soon 
to  see  farm  productivity.  Write:  P.  O. 
Box  50,  Gowen,  Mich. 

No.  465.  For  sale:  120  acres  excellent 
black  ground,  good  buildings;  located  in 
Orange  Township,  near  South  Waterloo 
church,  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Write:  W.  O. 
Tannreuther,  R.  1,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

No.  466.  For  sale  or  lease:  New  modern 
super  market,  located  just  outside  city 
limits  of  southern  Missouri  town  of  4,000 
population.  Annual  sales  $100,000  plus. 
Business  established  over  25  years.  Stucco 
white  store  building  consisting  of  main 
market  and  equipment,  stock  room,  office 
and  equipment,  service  station  room  and 
supplies,  three-car  garage,  one  1946  Chev- 
rolet panel  delivery  truck  in  good  con- 
dition. Building  and  equipment  practically 
new.  Prefer  Brethren  family,  located  one- 
half  mile  from  church.  Write:  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 

No.  467.  Single  Brethren  man  desires 
part-time  farm  or  associated  work  in  or 
near  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  Inter- 
ested in  mutual  consideration  of  full-time 
work.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  468.  Wanted:  Brethren  lady  to  share 
home  and  be  companion  to  Brethren  semi- 
invalid  lady,  to  do  light  housework  with 
no  laundry.  Near  Brethren  church.  Write: 
Mrs.  Mary  Yost,  R.  2,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio; 

No.  469.  For  sale:  60-acre  improved 
farm,  good  soil  and  buildings.  Electricity 
and  water.  Eight-room  house.  Crop  and 
equipment  included  for  immediate  pos- 
session. On  school  bus  and  mail  route. 
One  mile  from  town,  one-hour  drive  to 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Frank  K.  Allen, 
Big  Lake,  Minn. 

No.  470.  For  sale:  104  acres  to  settle  es- 
tate. Barn  with  electric  milker  installed, 
will  sell  livestock  and  feed  with  farm. 
Modern  machinery.  Eight-room  house,  en- 
closed porches,  basement,  bath.  Electricity, 
new  fences,  large  well-shaded  lawn.  Lo- 
cated on  gravel  road,  2  miles  to  hard  sur- 
face road,  short  drive  to  town  and  to 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Mrs.  F.  A.  Jones, 
R.  3,  Floyd,  Va. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help 
care  for  aged  man,  other  duties  about  the 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One-half 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con- 
veniences, board,  room  and  laundry  fur- 
nished. Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs. 
Emma  K.  Stryker,  Haxtun,  Colo. 
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COKESBURY 
CLASS 
MAPS 


ACCURATE! 

DETAILED! 

COLORFUL! 


The  complete  set,  as  listed  below,  covers  all  Bible  lands  from  early 
Old  Testament  days  through  the  Roman  Empire  period. 

The  Maps 

1.  New  Testament  Palestine 

2.  Old  Testament  Palestine 

3.  Egypt  to  Canaan — route  of  the  exodus 

4.  Roman  Empire  and  Journeys  of  Paul 

5.  Early  Bible  Lands 

Each  map  is  printed  in  five  colors  on  high-quality  map  paper,  and 
will  give  many  years  of  service.  Any  one  map  may  be  purchased 
singly,  or  the  five  can  be  bought  as  a  set.  Each  map  is  22  by  28 
inches. 

SET  "B."  New  and  Improved 

The  set  has  an  extension  rod  which  will  raise  the  maps  as  high  as  seventy 
inches  from  the  floor.  The  two-piece  metal  bar  across  the  top  is  removable. 
The  maps  are  punched  and  can  easily  and  quickly  be  brought  to  the  front. 
New  storage  case  of  heavy,  durable  corrugated  paper.    Price,  $9.95  a  set. 


With  tube  case  for  storage. 


SET  "A" 

The  five  maps  tin-edged  at  top  and  bottom. 
Price,  $7.50  a  set. 

SINGLES 

Tin-edged  at  top  and  bottom.  Order  by  number  and  title.  Price,  $1.50  each. 


Bro.  Edwin  Crist,  a  student  at  Eastern 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Philadelphia,  very 
ably  served  our  church  as  supply  pastor. 
During  the  summer  Brethren  William  I. 
Book,  Wilfred  Staufer,  Paul  Hoover  and 
Jesse  L.  Stayer  delivered  helpful  sermons 
from  our  pulpit.  We  have  sold  the  par- 
sonage at  2260  N.  Park  Ave.  and  have 
purchased  the  property  of  6823  Sherman 
St.,  Mt.  Airy,  to  be  used  as  our  new  par- 
sonage. Mrs.  Christine  Rosenberger  and 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Funk  attended  Annual  Con- 
ference as  our  delegates.  The  ladies'  aid 
had  a  very  successful  year  and  have  plenty 
of  work  waiting  for  them  when  they  re- 
open in  September.  The  women's  council 
has  been  reorganized.  This  summer  two 
junior  boys,  one  junior  girl  and  two  in- 
termediate girls  attended  Camp  Swatara. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  1. — 
Mary  Kirk  Spence,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Royersford. — During  the  absence  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Caleb  Bucher,  this  summer 
our  pulpit  has  been  filled  by  Bro.  Lowell 
Zook  of  Ephrata,  a  recent  graduate  of 
Bethany  Seminary.  We  extend  our  deep- 
est sympathy  to  our  pastor's  family  in  the 
loss  of  his  brother.  The  workmen  are  due 
to  start  some  needed  repairs  on  our 
church  building.  Our  picnic  was  held  Aug. 
5  at  Montgomery  Park. — Ollive  Flemings. 
Royersford,  Pa. 

Hummel. — Five  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  Bible  institute  at  New  Wind- 
sor in  preparation  for  teaching  vacation 
Bible  school.  The  Eppley  Gospel  quintet 
presented  a  program  of  sacred  music,  talks 
and  testimonials  recently.  The  Moxham 
men's  chorus  presented  a  program  of  mu- 
sic one  Sunday  evening,  the  offering  to  be 
used  for  the  organ  fund.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school  closed  with  a  program  by 
the  children  on  June  4.  Mrs.  George 
Wright  served  as  dean  with  Luella  Edeline 
assisting.  Fifteen  of  our  women  attended 
the  women's  work  banquet  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  held  at  Somer- 
set. Our  children's  chorus  sang  at  the 
Somerset  County  Sunday-school  conven- 
tion. On  June  11  Rev.  Bruce  Poulson,  sec- 
retary of  the  Pennsylvania  Dry  League, 
spoke  in  our  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
George  Wright,  represented  us  at  Annual 
Conference.  The  pastor's  family,  Brother 
and  Sister  John  Statler  and  Ailene  Stat- 
ler  also  attended  Conference.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  pastor  the  pulpit  was  filled 
by  Brethren  Floyd  McDowell,  Louis  Bloom 
and  Charles  Knavel. — Mrs.  Howard  Hol- 
singer,  Windber,  Pa. 

York,  First. — Guest  speakers  during  the 
last  quarter  included  Mrs.  A.  C  Baugher; 
Bro.  William  Kinsey  of  Greencastle;  Bro. 
Joseph  M.  Baugher;  Elder  S.  C  Godfrey 
of  the  Codorus  congregation;  Bro.  Prem- 
chand  G.  Bhagat,  first  delegate  visitor 
from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  India 
to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  America; 
Bro.  D.  K.  Hanawalt,  associate  secretary  of 
the  Eastern  Region;  Rev.  Herman 
Stuempfle,  local  Lutheran  minister;  Fred 
Hollingshead,  pastor  of  the  Harrisburg 
church;  and  Samuel  A.  Harley,  who  con- 
ducted a  series  of  meetings  for  us.  A 
district  children's  workers'  demonstration 
school  was  held  here  June  2-4  with  Anna 
Schwenk  of  Carlisle  in  charge.  A  panel 
discussion  was  held  on  Christian  Family 
Sunday.  June  11  was  the  day  set  aside  as 
children's  day  and  included  a  consecration 
service  for  babies.  At  least  twenty-seven 
persons  from  our  church  attended  sessions 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  Conference.  On  June 
25  our  pastor  brought  the  message  of  the 
Conference  to  the  local  church  and  in  the 
evening  others  who  attended  the  Confer- 
ence shared  their  experiences.  The  com- 
munity vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
June  19-30.  Elder  J.  L.  Miller  conducted  the 
election  of  deacons  on  July  9.  The  newly 
elected  deacons  are  Henry  Yohe,  John 
Herr,  George  Heindel  and  John  Fitz.  Mil- 
ton Baugher  was  licensed  to  the  ministry 
on  that  day.  Our  church  is  co-operating 
with  neighboring  churches  in  conducting 
Sunday  evening  vespers  in  a  near-by  park. 
Several  of  our  boys  and  girls  attended 
camp   this   summer.    The   service   on  July 
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Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


We  have  received  six  members  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  four  are  awaiting 
the  rite.  Bro.  C.  L.  Spangler,  who  was  a 
minister  for  many  years,  has  been  called 
by  death.  Our  pastor,  D.  B.  Wampler,  and 
Mrs.  Wampler  attended  Annual  Confer- 
ence, Bro.  Wampler  serving  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committee.  Bro.  Garnett  Phibbs 
preached  for  us  on  June  18.  The  children 
presented  a  pageant  on  children's  day  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mrs.  Helen  Buckner. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were 
V.  M.  Dickerson,  Mrs.  Zella  Sisk  and  Doris 
Holston.  Our  supply  pastor  and  his  wife, 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  R.  Coffman,  also 
attended.  Our  pastor  was  granted  a  six 
weeks'  leave  of  absence  during  the  summer 
owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  his  father, 
J.  R.  Wampler,  of  Harrisonburg.  Brother 
.,  and    Sister   Wampler   have   resigned   from 

Name      their  pastoral  work,  to  be  effective   Sept. 

1.  Brother  and  Sister  Glenn  Garner  of 
Bethany  have  accepted  a  call  from  our 
church  and  will  assume  their  duties  on 
Sept.  1.— Mrs.  Paul  Phibbs,  Pulaski,  Va. 

Unify. — Both  Bethel  and  Fairview  Sun- 
day schools  sponsored  very  successful 
Bible  schools  this  summer.  At  our  last 
council  the  new  organization,  including  the 
board  of  administration  as  the  governing 
body  of  the  congregation,  was  adopted  and 
will  take  effect  on  Oct.  1.  It  was  also 
voted  to  have  Bro.  Joseph  M.  Mason  of 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  to  hold  the  regular  re- 
vival at  Fairview  in  October.  The  women's 
groups  of  both  churches  are  collecting  re- 
lief materials. — Mrs.  Wilma  K.  Robertson, 
Broadway,  Va. 

West  Virginia 
Marlinsburg-Vanclevesville. — Since  our 
last  report,  ten  persons  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by  let- 
ter and  three  are  awaiting  the  rite  of  bap- 
tism. A  mixed  community  chorus  from 
Huntsdale,  Pa.,  directed  by  Bro.  Otho  Has- 
singer,  presented  a  program  of  sacred 
music  in  our  church  one  evening.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Kinsey  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  preached 
for  us  at  both  morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices and  presided  at  our  love  feast.  The 
district  Sunday-school  workers'  conference 
was  held  in  our  church.  On  June  11  Bro. 
Charles  Green  of  Fairplay,  Md.,  preached 
in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Wil- 
mer  Kensinger.  Our  pastor  represented 
our  church  at  Annual  Conference  and 
brought  us  an  interesting  report.  Our 
Sunday-school  rooms  in  the  basement  have 
been  enclosed  and  work  on  our  new  par- 
sonage is  being  planned.  We  had  a  two 
weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  with 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Honsaker,  Jr.,  as  the  superin- 
tendent. We  had  the  privilege  of  having 
Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat  from  our  church  in 
India  bring  us  an  inspiring  message  at  our 
monthly  missionary  meeting  on  July  14* 
Several  of  our  young  people  are  planning 
to  attend  Camp  Peniel  near  Thurmont, 
Md. — Mrs.  Mary  Honsaker,  Inwood,  W.  Va. 


23    was    planned    in    appreciation    for    our 
aged  people.    A   displaced   persons   family 
was  brought  to  York  by  our  church. — Mrs. 
Esther  M.  Hershey,  York,  Pa. 
Virginia 

Antioch. — We  licensed  Bro.  Fitz  Hall 
from  the  Henry  Fork  church  to  preach. 
Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of  Roanoke  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  men  and  women's 
fellowship  supper.  Gifts  of  food,  clothing 
and  other  articles,  valued  at  $200,  were 
shared  with  four  DP  families  in  our  com- 
munity. The  women's  work  presented  the 
play,  The  Challenge  of  the  Cross,  at  each 
of  the  seven  churches  in  our  congregation. 
The  offerings,  which  totaled  $91.90,  were 
used  for  missions.  Several  new  books  have 
been  donated  to  the  church  library.  Bro. 
Shober  has  been  elected  elder  of  our  con- 
gregation. Twenty-one  persons  were  bap- 
tized following  county-wide  evangelistic 
services  in  which  our  church  and  five 
points  participated.  .  Since  that  time,  there 
have  been  evangelistic  services  at  Bethel 
by  our  pastor  and  at  Henry  Fork  by  the 
summer  pastor,  Bro.  Earl  Rowland.  Oak 
Grove  is  anticipating  additional  building  to 
the  church.  The  Master  of  Sacred  The- 
ology degree  was  conferred  upon  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller,  at  graduation 
services  at  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary 
in  Gettysburg,  Pa.  Our  vacation  church 
school  was  held  June  5-16  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  eighty-four  and  an  average  at- 
tendance of  seventy-nine.  The  women 
gave  twenty-nine  dozen  diapers  made 
from  white  feed  bags  to  the  district  proj- 
ect for  Kassel,  Germany.  Several  mem- 
bers of  our  congregation  attended  the 
district  conference  at  the  Bethlehem 
church. — Mrs.  R.  Elbert  Milliron,  Rocky 
Mount,  Va. 

Boones  Mill. — The  young  people's  class 
gave  biographies  of  some  of  our  mission- 
aries in  a  program  on  missions.  Each  sec- 
ond Sunday  one  of  the  classes  presents  a 
program  at  the  eleven  o'clock  hour.  The 
peace  caravaners  held  a  series  of  programs 
at  the  church.  The  young  people  have 
entertained  the  young  people's  group  from 
the  Red  Hill  church  and  from  the  Bethle- 
hem church.  A  union  revival  meeting  was 
held  at  the  church.  Our  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  June  19-23  with  an  average 
attendance  of  fifty.  The  young  married 
people  have  done  some  painting  at  the 
church.  Our  delegates  to  district  confer- 
ence were  Mrs.  E.  E.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Owen 
Ikenberry,  Mrs.  Paul  Laprade  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Abshire.  The  ladies  of  the  church 
have  been  active  in  relief  sewing  and  mis- 
sionary work.  Their  annual  missionary 
meeting  will  be  held  Sept.  10.  We  observed 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  church 
on  July  30  with  an  all-day  meeting. — Mrs. 
Paul  H.  Abshire,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 


Jones  Chapel. — Our  revival  was  held 
June  23— July  2  with  Bro.  Rufus  McDan- 
nel  of  Floyd  County  as  the  evangelist. 
During  the  revival  four  people  united  with 
the  church.  Two  came  by  baptism  and 
two  by  letter.  Baptismal  services  were 
conducted  on  July  16  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
L.  A.  Bowman,  at  the  Bassett  church. 
On  July  23  Bro.  William  D.  Clague  of 
Bridgewater  College  brought  a  challeng- 
ing message.  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India 
spoke  to  us  on  the  evening  of  July  24.  Our 
district  meeting  was  held  at  Bethlehem, 
July  25-27,  with  Brethren  Macey  Bowman, 
Jesse  Draper  and  Henry  Eaves  serving  as 
our  delegates.  Brother  and  Sister  L.  A. 
Bowman  and  several  women  and  young 
people  of  our  church  also  attended.  Our 
church  decided  to  contribute  five  dollars 
toward  sending  Bro.  Wampler  of  Bassett, 
to  the  World  Christian  Education  Confer- 
ence at  Toronto.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  11. — Ruth  H. 
Turner,   Martinsville,   Pa. 

Pulaski. — Our  church  met  in  regular 
council  meeting  on  July  2  and  again  in  a 
called  meeting  on  July  30.  Our  elder,  S.  B. 
Alderman,  was  present  at  both  meetings. 
A  children's  choir  has  been  organized  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Wampler. 
The  women's  organization  recently  spon- 
sored a  lawn  party  and  netted  $48.35  for 
missions.  The  women  continue  to  meet 
regularly  and  are  supporting  the  parson- 
age fund.  Our  Bible  school  was  held  the 
second  week  of  July  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  seventy-three.  Sister  A.  R. 
Coffman   was    the   director   of   the   school. 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection 
for  October 

The  Church  Alive 

by  Samuel  M.  Shoemaker 

Practical  helps  for  all  clergymen  and  members  who  would  like  to 
see  the  effectiveness  of  the  church's  ministry  increased.  Considers 
the  church's  job,  hindrances,  sources  of  power,  fellowship,  and  other 
relevant  subjects. 

Copies  of  The  Church  Alive  will  be  mailed  to 
members  of  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the 
Month  Club  on  October  10. 

Regular  price,  $1.50.  To  members  of  the  club,  $1.05  plus  postage  and 
handling.    To  other  Brethren  ministers,  $1.20  plus  postage  and  handling. 
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7  HE  symbols  of  the  communion  service,  like  the  cross  they  remind  us  of,  have 
become  things  of  beauty.  In  our  reverent  use  of  them,  we  treat  them  lovingly, 
remembering  the  high  moments  of  meaning  associated  with  them.  But  in  their  beauty 
there  lies  a  danger.  We  may  forget  how  vivid  were  the  real  sufferings  of  the  One 
who   gave   them   meaning. 

The  pain  was  sharp  and  bitter  when  his  side  was  pierced.  The  cross  was  an 
instrument  of  torture  on  which  he  poured  out  his  blood.  On  this  World  Communion 
Sunday  let  us  not  take  these  memorials  too  lightly.  They  are  beautiful  because  in  them 
the  love  of  God  reaches  out  to  men  and  says,  "I  gave  my  life  for  you.  What  have 
you  done  for  me?"  They  become  ours  as  we  break  our  bread  with  the  hungry  and 
give  our  lives  for  the  lost.  Only  the  fullest  commitment  is  worthy  of  these  emblems, 
taken    in   remembrance   of   him. 
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A  total  of  578,406  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  have  been  circulated  in 
China  in  the  last  six  months,  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  issued  by 
the  American  Bible  Society.  Sales 
are  said  to  be  improving  in  all 
regions  except  central  and  northeast 
China. 

The  reference  services  of  the  pub- 
lic libraries  in  the  United  States  are 
not  being  used  to  any  great  extent 
by  the  people,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Public  Library  Inquiry. 
The  answers  of  many  people  in  the 
survey  made  indicated  that  they 
had  never  looked  upon  their  library 
as  a  source  of  information. 

New  mobile  medical  units  are  now 

at  the  disposal  of  mother-and-child 
care  stations  in  every  county  and 
city  in  Poland.  The  units  consist  of 
a  physician,  nurse,  and  ambulance 
with  medical  equipment.  Their  job 
will  be  to  visit  regularly  towns  and 
villages  within  their  area,  especially 
those  places  which  have  no  local 
doctor. 


The  establishment  of  a  system  of 
international  observer  commissions 
by  the  United  Nations  has  been 
suggested  by  the  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Affairs. 
The  commission  specifically  pro- 
poses that  through  the  system  the 
UN  provide  teams  of  observers  for 
all  areas  which  constitute  a  special 
and  urgent  international  responsibil- 
ity and  make  such  teams  available 
upon  request  of  any  government 
which  fears  aggression  of  any  kind. 

Two     international     seminars     on 

teaching  methods  were  conducted 
this  past  summer  by  the  UN  Edu- 
cational, Scientific  and  Cultural  Or- 
ganization. One,  at  Brussels,  dealt 
with  history  books  and  the  other, 
at  Montreal,  with  the  teaching  of 
geography  as  a  means  for  develop- 
ing international  understanding. 
Emphasis  was  placed  on  teaching 
problems  and  methods,  education 
and  training  of  teachers  and  the 
study  of  practical  techniques  to  be 
applied  in  the  classroom. 
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Analytical  study  of  the  news  columns  of  the  American  press  reveals  a 
terrifically  appalling  problem  arising  out  of  the  increasing  abuse  of  children 
and  women  not  only  in  taverns,  on  the  streets,  in  public  places  of  recreation, 
but  in  the  homes. 

Every  possible  effort  is  being  made  by  the  brewing  industry  to  increase 
beer  consumption  in  the  family  circle.  This  has  been  facilitated  by  the 
perfection  of  cans  adapted  to  the  dispensing  of  beer,  and  by  the  increasing 
use  of  grocery  stores  for  the  distribution  of  fermented  malt  liquors. 

The  crucial  point  of  the  problem  is  that  in  the  home,  the  child  has  only 
its  parents  to  depend  upon  for  its  personal  safety,  its  training,  and  its 
maintenance.  What  is  done  in  the  home,  unless  it  is  extremely  violent, 
seldom  appears  in  the  newspaper,  and  what  does  appear,  indicates  in  all 
probability,  many  other  revolting  and  horrible  events  which  are  never 
known  outside  the  four  walls  of  the  dwelling. 

These  heads  of  newspaper  clippings  indicate  the  saturnalia  of  cruelty 
which  is  going  on  behind  residential  walls  and  which  is  specifically  accred- 
ited in  the  news  items,  to  drink: 

Drunken  Father  Falls  on  Infant  and  Smothers  Her 

Assault  on  8- Year-Old  Girl;  Had  Been  Drinking 

Father's  Shot  Kills  Baby  Accidentally 

Drunken  Man  Kills  Boy,  6 

Father  on  Probation  After  Beating  Son 

Man  Held  in  Jail  for  Beating  Family 

Boy,  6,  Runs  to  Get  Beer;  Hit  by  Truck 

Mother  of  9  Children  Shoots  Husband  to  Death 

Baby  Put  on  Stove,  Burned  Critically 

Slays  Wife,  Son;  Sobs  Save  Three  Tots 

Drink-Crazed  Killer  Slays  Own  Son  and  Cop 

Baby  Giveaway  in  Bar,  Lands  Mother  in  Jail 

Eight  Children  Go  Hungry  as  Father  Sits  in  Jail 

Nineteen-Months-Old   Baby  Dies   From   Drink  of  Whiskey 

Girl  Shielding  Mother  Is  Killed  by  Father 

Youth,  18,  Slays  Father  for  Abusing  Mother 

Jealous  Mate  Slays  Wife  and  Stepdaughter 

Mother,  19,  Stabbed  35  Times 

Husband  Slain  in  Family  Row 

Twisted  Wife's  Arm  to  Get  Her  Money 

Home  life  in  America!  Beer  by  the  case  from  grocery  stores,  beer  on 
the  radio,  beer  on  the  television,  beer  in  the  magazines.    Beer  and  blood. 


"They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord 
shall  renew  their  strength;  they 
shall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
eagles;  they  shall  run,  and  not 
be  weary,  and  they  shall  walk, 
and  not  faint" 


Gladdys  Muir 

Professor,   History   and   Peace   Studies 
Manchester    College,    Indiana 

Photo  by  Silberstein  from  Monkmeyer 


IN  THE  EARLY  MORNING 


SLEEPILY  I  eye  the  clock- 
twenty  minutes  till  six. 
Thoughts  and  cares  of  the 
day  begin  to  swim  into  my  con- 
sciousness: the  letter  that  ought 
to  be  written  before  the  morn- 
ing mail,  the  committee  meeting 
that  was  called  for  nine-thirty, 
the  afternoon  assignment  to  be 
prepared,  the  dinner  to  be  ar- 
ranged for  Thursday  night,  the 
speech  to  be  drafted  for  the 
23rd. 

Why  do  I  who  preach  the 
simple  life  let  myself  get  so 
involved!  But  why  think  of 
this?  One  should  begin  the  day 
with  God.    Why  does  my  mind 


insist  on  reminding  me  of  that 
extra  assignment  I  undertook 
last  night!  Resolutely  I  bring 
my  will  back  to  the  subject  at 
hand.  Memory  comes  to  my  aid, 
and  another  thought  drifts  into 
my  consciousness:  "They  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  have 
their  strength  renewed  like  the 
eagles,  they  shall  run,  and  not 
be  weary,  they  shall  walk  and 
not  faint." 

And  so,  once  more,  I  begin 
thinking  about  God — that  mys- 
terious force  in  which  we  live 
and  move  and  have  our  being, 
who  sustains  us  even  as  the 
ocean    wave    sustains    the    gull 


riding  upon  its  breast.  Uncon- 
sciously, I  relax.  How  wonder- 
ful the  Intelligence  that  holds 
all  in  its  ken  from  the  galaxies 
of  stars  to  the  amoeba!  How 
amazing  the  mysterious  life- 
force  which  pulsates  through 
every  living  thing,  which  flows 
through  me,  my  parents,  their 
parents  and  their  parents  and  on 
to  the  beginning  of  things! 

What  was  that  I  was  reading 
in  Kagawa  yesterday  about  cre- 
ative love  being  not  a  personal 
thing,  but  the  actual  will  of 
the  universe  awakening  within 
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us?  How  wonderful  it  is — a  uni- 
verse planned  so  that  individu- 
als are  begotten  and  nurtured 
in  love.  Every  babe  with  a 
mother  and  a  father  to  yearn 
over  it.  I  think  of  my  father — 
no  longer  with  us  in  the  flesh, 
but  with  us  in  spirit  —  every 
lovely  vista,  every  song  remind- 
ing us  of  how  he  loved  beauty, 
too.  God  must  be  like  that,  I 
ponder,  as  my  eye  traces  through 
the  windowpane  the  bare 
branches  of  the  plum  tree 
against  the  gray  dawn.  My 
mind  interrupts — I  must  remem- 
ber to  look  at  the  daffodils — 
they  may  have  come  into  bloom 
since  I  last  looked. 


There  are  sounds  of  steps  in 
the  hall.  They  must  be  mother's. 
What  a  gallant  soul  she  is,  at 
almost  ninety,  to  come  adven- 
turing with  me!  And  is  there 
any  rock  in  this  old  world  so 
sure  as  her  steady,  unwavering 
faith  and  courage?  It  is  easy 
to  think  of  God  when  one 
thinks  of  mother.  Thank  God 
for  mothers!  My  glance  falls  on 
the  desk  where  lies  the  letter  I 
was  reading  last  night.  And 
thank  God  for  friends — the  old 
friends  whose  loyalty  sustains 
one  when  the  day's  going  is 
hard;  the  new  friends  whose  un- 
derstanding lends  encourage- 
ment to  the  day's  tasks! 


Tasks?  Was  it  this  morning  I 
was  protesting  the  day's  tasks, 
when  it  is  so  grand  to  have 
work  to  do?  A  job — not  just  any 
old  job,  but  work  that  chal- 
lenges one's  best  efforts  —  work 
that  one  would  rather  do  than 
anything  else  in  the  world.  Aft- 
er all,  was  there  ever  any  work 
more  rewarding  than  that  of  a 
teacher — one  who  is  able  to  look 
each  day  into  young  eyes  quest- 
ing after  life,  to  share  their 
hopes  and  dreams,  and  then  at 
last  to  see  the  youth  whose  ener- 
gies he  helped  to  kindle,  carry- 
ing on?  What  more  could  any 
one  ask?  Deep  gratitude  wells 
up  within  me. 


EDITORIAL 


Around  the  World 
in  One  Day 

WHEN  it  is  time  for  Sun- 
day morning  services  in 
New  Zealand,  it  is  still 
Saturday  afternoon  in  the 
United  States.  So  when  Sun- 
day, October  1,  is  observed 
around  the  world  as  World- 
wide Communion  Sunday,  the 
place  to  begin  is  in  Wellington, 
New  Zealand.  Perhaps  you  can 
picture  a  communion  table  that 
circles  the  world.  After  cele- 
brating the  Lord's  Supper  in 
New  Zealand,  you  can  join 
Christians  in  Australia,  and  an 
hour  later  in  Tokyo.  As  the 
clock  moves,  we  observe  Chris- 
tians taking  the  bread  and  the 
cup  in  Manila.  Perhaps  we  can 
fellowship  with  Chinese  Breth- 
ren or  a  little  later  with  our 
Indian  friends.  The  next  time 
zone  includes  Moscow  (yes, 
there  are  Christians  in  Russia), 
Cairo  and  Capetown. 

Our  table  extends  across  Eu- 
rope and  Africa  and,  following 
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the  sun,  our  services  of  com- 
munion in  the  body  and  blood 
of  our  Savior  join  us  with  Chris- 
tians in  Berlin,  Rome,  Paris, 
London  and  Iceland;  And  so  on 
westward  across  our  own  coun- 
try in  thousands  of  churches, 
the  table  stretches  out,  even  to 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  Pa- 
cific. 

Whether  or  not  we  Brethren 
happen  to  participate  in  our 
love  feast  services  on  this  day 
is  not  so  important.  But  what  is 
vital  is  that  we  become  aware 
of  a  fellowship  in  Christ  that 
knows  no  boundaries.  If  planes 
can  take  our  sons  and  brothers 
quickly  to  Korea  and  bring 
them  back  wounded  in  a  few 
weeks  to  our  hospitals,  let  us 
never  forget  that  the  same  ma- 
chines can  be  used  to  unite  a 
Chinese  Christian  and  his  Amer- 
ican brother  in  a  service  of  wor- 
ship in  which  one  washes  the 
feet  of  the  other. 

On  this  World  Communion 
Sunday,  let  us  pray  that  not 
only  in  Jesus'  name  but  in  the 
full  compassion  and  mercy  of 
his  Spirit,  the  Christian  world 


will  sit  at  his  table  to  partake 
of  his  body,  to  drink  his  cup,  to 
be  filled  with  his  life  and  to 
witness  for  him. 


What's  in  a  Name? 

DURING  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, Jacob  Malik,  Soviet 
representative  to  the 
United  Nations,  served  his  turn 
as  chairman  of  the  Security 
Council.  Observers,  including 
thousands  of  ordinary  Americans 
who  watched  the  proceedings  on 
television,  reacted  vigorously 
against  his  deliberate  attempts 
to  obstruct  progress  unless  he 
had  his  way. 

Also  in  the  month  of  August, 
Charles  Malik,  representative 
from  Lebanon  to  the  United  Na- 
tions, spoke  to  the  thousands  as- 
sembled at  Toronto  for  the 
World  Convention  on  Christian 
Education.  This  Christian  states- 
man spoke  about  the  importance 
of  Christian  faith  in  these  times 
of  crisis.  And  he  spoke  as  one 
acquainted  with  Christian  faith, 
recognizing  his  own  need  of  it 
and  the  world's  need  of  it. 


The  coincidence  of  having  two 
international  leaders  with  the 
same  name,  one  Communist,  the 
other  Christian,  should  remind 
us  that  what  counts  with  God 
is  not  the  name  but  the  real 
article  underneath  the  label.  It 
is  easy  for  us  to  become  emotion- 
al about  names  and  labels,  for- 
getting that  God  is  not  interested 
in  the  brand  but  rather  the  quali- 
ty of  the  product.  That  is  why 
we  should  leave  the  final  judging 
to  him  and  use  our  energies  in 
living  up  to  the  name  of  Christ,  if 
we  would  call  ourselves  Chris- 
tians. 

The  New  Testament  has  some 
rather  disturbing  passages  tell- 
ing us  that  God  is  more  inter- 
ested in  souls  than  in  what  flag 
they  live  under  or  what  govern- 
ment they  support  with  their 
taxes.  Writing  to  Christians, 
Paul  declared,  "There  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither 
slave  nor  free,  there  is  neither 
male  nor  female;  for  you  are  all 
one  in  Christ  Jesus." 

More  important  than  making 
a  name  for  ourselves  is  living  a 
life  that  honors  the  name  of  our 
Master. 


Letter  to  Caesar 

Dear  Caesar: 

For  a  good  many  years  we've 
been  on  fairly  good  terms.  You 
have  always  been  wanting 
something  of  mine  and  usually 
I  found  a  way  to  give  it  to  you. 

Do  you  remember  that  day, 
almost  2,000  years  ago  when  the 
scribes  and  priests  tried  to  trick 
Jesus?  They  asked  him  whether 
it  was  right  to  pay  tribute  to 
you.  You  were  mighty  unpopu- 
lar in  Jerusalem  then.  But  he 
took  one  of  your  coins  and 
pointed  to  your  image.  Your 
;  name  was  on  it.  So  he  said  to 
give  to  you  what  is  yours,  and 
to  God  what  is  God's. 

I've  never  been  sure  whether 
you  were  happy  about  that  an- 
swer or  not.  A  number  of  my 
fellow  Christians  found  it  a  con- 


A  Prayer 

Almighty  God,  our  Creator  and  Protector,  teach  us,  we  pray,  to 
understand  what  was  meant  of  old  by  Jesus'  teachings  and  the  power 
of  God  to  save  the  souls  of  men  and  women.  We  stand  in  need  of 
salvation  from  sin,  doubt,  worry,  fear  and  frustration.  We  cannot  save 
ourselves,  for  we  are  but  creatures  of  a  day,  shortsighted,  careless, 
greedy  and  often  driven  about  by  the  winds  of  passion,  jealousy, 
selfishness  and  pride.  We  have  need  to  lean  upon  a  strength  greater 
than  our  own. 

Be  thou  our  refuge  and  guide,  thou  whose  strength  and  love  stand 
as  firm  as  the  mountains,  whose  judgments  are  as  great  and  as  constant 
as  the  seas.  Cleanse  the  thoughts  in  our  hearts.  Deliver  us  from  the 
bondage  of  evil  ways.  Grant  us  an  abiding  faith  in  thee,  so  that  we 
may  find  in  all  our  duties  thy  help,  in  all  our  perplexities  thy  counsel, 
in  all  dangers  thy  protection,  and  in  all  our  sorrows  thy  peace. 

Increase  our  desire  for  clean  living  and  clean  thinking.  Encourage 
us  to  choose  right  instead  of  wrong,  to  spurn  compromise  and  injustice. 
Kindle  our  hearts  with  fellowship  and  love  for  those  about  us.  Give 
us  a  sense  of  thy  great  mercies  that  our  hearts  may  be  thankful  and  that 
we  may  show  our  gratitude. 

In  all  things  draw  us  to  the  mind  of  Christ  that  we  may  find 
strength,  courage  and  peace  in  his  teachings  and  in  his  ministry. 
Amen. — By  a  patient  at  Butner  state  hospital,  N.  C. 


venient  formula  for  giving  you 
just  about  anything  you  asked 
for.  But  I  recall  that  most  of 
those  early  Christians  didn't 
give  you  much.  They  were  too 
poor  to  carry  many  coins.  They 
refused  to  join  your  armies. 
They  wouldn't  even  burn  a  lit- 
tle incense  at  your  altars  when 
you  wanted  to  be  worshiped. 
And  you  took  their  lives  but 
they  didn't  give  them  to  you. 
And  in  spite  of  you,  they  grew 
stronger  and  stronger. 

But  later  on  you  began  to  get 
the  best  of  them.  You  were 
clever.  You  signed  up  with 
them  and  then  soon  you  got 
control.  Their  high  priests 
blessed  your  wars  and  you  paid 
them  well  for  the  compliment. 

Now,  Caesar,  it's  been  a  little 
harder  for  me  to  work  with  you 
than  for  some.  We  Brethren 
never  did  think  it  was  right  to 
go  to  war.  Sometimes  you  let 
us  go  our  way,  but  sometimes 
you  wouldn't  excuse  us.  You 
asked  us  for  our  coins,  more  and 
more  of  them,  and  because  they 
had  your  picture  on  them,  we 
paid  up  pretty  well.  And  then 
you  put  your  hands  on  our  sons. 
Even  when  you  couldn't  get 
them  to  put  on  your  uniforms, 
you  still  told  them  what  they 
could  and  couldn't  do.   Well,  we 


lived  through  that.  I  remember 
when  you  took  some  of  our 
farms  and  moved  a  few  of  our 
churches  to  make  room  for  your 
operations.  We  didn't  like  it, 
but  you  paid  us  (with  our  mon- 
ey) and  so  we  tried  to  bear  it. 

But,  Caesar,  you've  gone  a  lit- 
tle too  far.  When  you  are  ask- 
ing for  our  boys  of  seventeen, 
fellows  hardly  out  of  high 
school,  and  when  you  say  that 
this  time  you  won't  even  try 
to  train  them  to  be  gentlemen, 
but  that  you're  going  to  make 
"deadly  killers"  out  of  them 
(I'm  quoting  one  of  your  men), 
then  I  object.  Next  you'll  want 
the  girls  and  already  you're  bid- 
ding for  control  of  our  minds. 
No,  Caesar,  I'm  beginning  to 
think  we've  already  given  you 
what  really  belongs  to  God. 
And  he  comes  first.  You  can't 
make  our  boys  into  "deadly 
killers"  without  taking  their 
souls — and  they  belong  to  God. 

From  this  time  on,  Caesar,  I'm 
going  to  be  very  careful  in  re- 
sponding to  your  demands.  Per- 
haps I  owe  something  to  you. 
But  I  know  that  I  owe  every- 
thing to  God.   He  comes  first. 

Sincerely,  if  not  too  respect- 
fully, Brethren  Citizen 
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What  Kind  oi  Family  Altar  in  1950? 


PREACHERS  and  poets  have 
extolled  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  family  altar 
of  other  days.  In  The  Cotter's 
Saturday  Night,  Robert  Burns 
describes  the  family  altar  of  a 
Scottish  home.  He  says,  "when 
the  cheerful  supper  done,  wi' 
serious  face  the  sire"  takes  the 
Bible  and  says  "with  solemn 
air,  'Let  us  worship  God.' " 
They  sang  a  holy  lay  and  then 
the  father  read  a  portion  from 
the  book.    After  the  reading 

Then  kneeling  down  to  heaven's 
eternal  King, 

The  saint,  the  father,  and  the  hus- 
band prays. 

Compared  with  this,  how  poor  re- 
ligious pride 

In  all  the  pomp  of  method  and  of 
art 

When  men  display  to  congrega- 
tions wide 

Devotion's  every  grace  except  the 
heart. 

For  a  full  half  century  some 
of  us  remember  with  vividness 
our  own  childhood  family  altar. 
There  were  then  seven  children 
in  the  home  besides  father  and 
mother.  Father  had  been  called 
by  the  church  to  be  its  preach- 
er. One  evening  he  called  the 
family  together  and  with  evi- 
dent emotion  and  in  serious  tone 
confessed  that  he  had  neglected 
too  long  to  have  family  worship. 
Then  he,  too,  read  a  passage 
from  the  Scripture  after  which 
the  whole  family  knelt  and  he 
prayed.  At  the  close  of  his 
prayer  we  all  joined  in  the 
Lord's  prayer.  This  began  a 
practice  that  was  followed  for 
many  years. 

Perhaps  nothing  in  our  fam- 
ily experience  so  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  us  the  depth  and 
reality  of  father  and  mother's 
religion  as  this  intimate  hearth- 
side  ceremony  of  worship.  Here 
was    solemn    reverence.     Here 
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V.  F.  and  Florence  Schwalm 

North  Manchester,  Indiana 


was  revealed  a  father's  concern 
for  his  family,  for  the  church, 
for  sick  neighbors  and  for  the 
world.  Here  was  a  family  knit 
together  by  a  common  devotion 
to  God.  In  the  morning  we  were 
made  conscious  of  God,  of  his 
existence,  of  our  accountability 
to  him  and  of  his  availability  to 
us. 

We  know  and  are  being  con- 
stantly   reminded    of    the    fact 


that  there  are  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  holding  family  worship 
today.  It  was  not  easy  in 
1900.  It  is  perhaps  more  difficult 
now.  In  those  earlier  days  we 
worked  together  on  the  farm. 
There  were  few  phones,  no 
autos,  no  radio  and  no  television. 
None  of  us  had  to  punch  a  time 
clock,  or  catch  an  early  bus  or 
train.  The  work  on  the  farm 
could  wait  till  we  had  had  our 
worship. 

In  a  surprisingly  large  num- 
ber of  families,  even  in  rural 
areas,  someone  goes  to  the  city 
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Eva  Luoma 

God  and  religion  can  become  very  real  in  moments  when  the  family 

worships  together 


)  work  in  factories.  Around 
ich  cities  as  South  Bend,  Day- 
>n,  Akron,  for  many  miles 
lere  are  people  whose  homes 
re  regulated  by  the  factory 
'histle.  Children  must  catch 
:hool  busses  on  split  seconds, 
ometimes  father,  brother  or 
ster  works  on  the  second  or 
lird  shift  and  throws  the  fam- 
y  schedule  into  confusion.  To 
ave  a  complete  family  in  an 
nhurried  period  of  devotion 
hen  the  telephone  and  door- 
sll  do  not  ring  would  be  un- 
sual. 

But  despite  this  disarray  of 
le  family,  we  are  convinced 
lat  in  most  cases  a  time  can 
e  found  for  a  period  of  united 
imily  worship.  We  do  find 
me  and  a  way  to  do  what  we 
elieve  to  be  vital  and  impor- 
int. 

To  be  most  helpful  there 
lould  be  a  time  and  place 
hen  the  whole  family  can  be 
igether.  In  especially  difficult 
ises  it  may  be  necessary  for 
le  mother  and  children  to  ob- 
;rve  worship  when  father  can- 
ot  be  there.  The  occasion  need 
ot  be  impressive,  but  it  should 
a  reverent  and  as  natural  as 
ossible.  There  may  be  Scrip- 
ire  quotations,  the  singing  of 
hymn,  reading  from  the  Bible, 
period  of  silence  and  prayer — 
)me  or  all  of  these.  There 
lould  be  wide  participation  by 
3  many  of  the  family  as  is  pos- 
ble  from  time  to  time.  The 
imily  altar  should  be  an  im- 
ressive  occasion.  God  and  re- 
gion can  become  very  real  in 
lese  moments. 

Experience  with  grandchil- 
ren  from  two  and  a  half  to 
Jven  years  of  age  convinces 
s  of  the  immeasurable  effect 
f  such  things  as  grace  at  the 
ible  or  of  family  prayers  on  the 
ves  of  children.  They  grow  to 
xpect  it  and  are  disturbed  by 
try  omission  of  it.  They  want 
)  become  participants  in  it. 
Family  altars  must  be  adjust- 
d  to  the  needs  and  conditions 


of  the  family.  The  altar  where 
there  are  small  children  cannot 
use  the  methods  of  grandfather 
and  grandmother.  But  the  altar 
can  be  made  to  fit  the  spirit  and 
the  understanding  of  small  chil- 
dren as  well  as  that  of  all  other 
ages. 

We,  ourselves,  have  gone  to 
Sunday  school  and  church  all 
our  lives.  We  have  read  the 
Bible  throughout  a  lifetime,  but 
within  the  last  year  we  have 
found  an  amazing  new  interest 
in  our  morning  Scripture  read- 
ing, by  reading  aloud  long  chap- 
ters of  the  Bible  and  living 
through  the  scenes  described 
there.  The  Bible  is  alive.  It  has 
human  interest.  It  has  a  daily 
message  to  our  hearts. 

Perhaps  our  neglect  of  the 
family  altar  is  not  so  much  the 
result  of  changed  environmental 
conditions  as  a  change  within 
us.  Could  it  be  that  the  world 
impinges  so  heavily  upon  us 
that  we  have  become  completely 
secularized  and  feel  no  need 
of  Him?  It  may  be  that  we  live 
so  much  in  the  world  of  things 
and  of  human  relations  that  we 
are  not  aware  of  the  unseen 
Reality  above.  If  so,  no  wonder 
our  hearts  are  restless.  For  God 
has  made  us  for  himself  and  our 
hearts  are  restless  until  they 
repose  in  him. 

Boy  Preachers 

Religious   Education  on   Its   Own 
Dayton  Knight 

Tyrone,  Pennsylvania 

I  WAS  visiting  some  folks  in 
the  mid-town  section  and  the 
man  of  the  house  and  I  were 
in  the  cellar  looking  over  some 
new  machine  gadgets  he  had 
set  up  in  his  little  "shop"  in  the 
far  end  of  the  cellar.  We  were 
busily  engaged  in  trying  this 
and  that  gadget  when  two  of 
the  youngsters  of  the  house 
came  down  and  one  of  them 
said:  "Daddy,  mother  said  we 
could  play  down  here  if  it  was 
all  right  with  you."    Daddy  re- 


plied: "If  mother  said  O.K.,  it's 
O.K.  by  me.  What  are  you  going 
to  do?"  The  smallest  of  the 
pair  piped  up  and  said:  "We're 
gonna  play  church."  Daddy  just 
smiled;  the  two  youngsters  went 
back  upstairs  and  in  a  minute  or 
two  they  returned  with  five 
others  trailing  in  file.  Daddy 
looked  at  me  and  said:  "This  is 
going  to  be  good." 

So  in  the  other  end  of  the 
cellar,  which  has  been  fixed  up 
as  a  rumpus  room  for  the  kid- 
dies, the  church  services  started. 
The  preacher  was  a  little  tyke 
about  nine  who,  evidently,  had 
not  missed  much  in  Sunday 
school.  The  "choir"  of  four 
voices  did  a  fine  job  on  Jesus 
Loves  Me  with  one  of  the  little 
girls  playing  the  organ,  an  or- 
ange crate  with  small  stooL 
Came  sermon  time  and  the  choir 
retired  to  the  congregation  and 
the  preacher  told  what  he  had 
learned  in  Sunday  school  the 
day  before.  They  didn't  take  up 
any  collection.  Then  the  final 
song.  And  then  came  the  thing 
that  impressed  me.  The  seven 
youngsters  reverently  bowed 
their  heads  and  repeated  the 
Lord's  Prayer  in  unison.  Daddy 
looked  at  me  as  solemn  as  could 
be.  I  looked  at  him  and  blinked. 
You  knew  these  kiddies  were  as 
serious  as  could  be  and  even 
though  it  was  play  it  meant 
something  to  them.  As  they  fin- 
ished the  prayer,  the  "preacher" 
walked  down  the  aisle  and  at 
the  church  door  greeted  each 
member  of  the  congregation 
with  a  shake  of  the  hand  and  he 
in  turn  was  commended  for  his. 
fine  sermon. 

From  the  Tyrone  Daily  Herald 

Next  Week 
RESOURCES  UNLIMITED,  by  A. 

G.  Breidenstine. 
ARE  YOU  STILL  GROWING?  by 

Edgar  Petry. 

In  addition,  more  about  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches,  and 
the  last  in  the  series.  The  Life  of 
the  Spirit. 
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The 

Commissioned 

Life 


Robert   L.    Sherfy 


Though  ministers  are  specially  commissioned  by  the 
church  to  proclaim  the  way  of  Christ,  every  Chris- 
tian has  a  calling  to  share  the  nature  of  Christ  and 
to  share  his  work 


TO  SHARE  the  spirit  of  Je- 
sus, to  see  life  through  his 
eyes,  to  feel  the  pressure 
of  the  world  with  his  forgiving 
sympathy,  to  work  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  him  in  his  enter- 
prise of  making  all  men  live  as 
become  the  sons  of  God — this 
is  to  be  a  'Christian.' " 

Thus  Walter  Denny  points 
out  the  Christian's  twofold  call- 
ing: (1)  to  share  the  nature  of 
Christ;  (2)  to  share  the  work  of 
Christ.  Jesus  summarized  these 
essentials  when  he  told  his  dis- 
ciples on  the  night  before  his 
crucifixion,  "I  am  the  vine;  ye 
are  the  branches.  Abide  in  me 
and  I  in  you.  ...  Ye  did  not 
choose  me  but  I  chose  you  and 
appointed  you  that  you  should 
go  and  bear  fruit  and  that  your 
fruit  should  abide." 
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The  Christian  life  is  a  com- 
missioned life.  Christ's  life  is 
the  historic  example  of  a  com- 
missioned life.  While  he  was 
still  a  boy  he  said,  "I  must  be 
about  my  Father's  business."  He 
began  his  ministry  with  the  ex- 
planation, "The  spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  me  because  he 
hath  appointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  to  the  poor.  He 
hath  sent  me  to  proclaim  release 
to  the  captives."  He  continued 
his  dedicated  daily  living  de- 
claring, "I  must  do  the  work  of 
him  that  sent  me."  He  came  to 
the  supreme  test  praying,  "Not 
my  will  but  thine  be  done."  He 
was  true  to  his  assignment  until 
the  moment  when  he  said,  "It 
is  finished,"  as  his  head  dropped 
to  his  breast. 

The  Christian  life  is  commis- 
sioned directly  from  the  spirit, 
teachings  and  example  of  Christ. 


He  said  to  such  as  we:  "I  chost 
you  and  appointed  you  that  yoi 
should  go  and  bear  fruit."  "At 
the  Father  hath  sent  me,  ever 
so  send  I  you."  "I  am  the  light 
of  the  world.  Ye  are  the  lighl 
of  the  world."  "Ye  shall  be  my 
witnesses."  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world." 

We  do  not  prefer  it  that  way 
We  would  prefer  polishing  oui 
halos  and  singing,  "I  have  an 
chored  my  soul  in  the  haven 
of  rest,  I  will  sail  the  wild  seas 
no  more,"  but  the  true  Christian 
is  "not  here  to  play,  to  dream, 
to  drift.  He  has  hard  work  to 
do  and  loads  to  lift."  While  they 
are  on  this  earth,  Christians  dc 
well  to  sing,  "I  know  the  Lord's 
laid  his  hands  on  me,"  and  "I'm 
here  on  business  for  my  king." 

Christians  are  God's  partners, 
not  his  pets.  Their  calling  is 
fulfilled  in  serving  the  present 


5  as  light,  salt,  witnesses, 
ristians  are  saved  to  serve. 
e  that  saveth  his  own  life 
ill  lose  it."  The  purpose  and 
;t  of  Christ's  spirit  within  us 
that  we  may  be  his  body,  do- 
l  his  work.  To  attempt  to  use 
irist's  sacrifice  on  the  cross  for 
5  selfish  motive  of  personal 
vation  alone  is  to  miss  its 
ltral  meaning.  The  Christian 
s  a  high  calling:  to  share  the 
ture  of  Christ  and  conse- 
ently  to  share  with  him  in 
j  task  of  helping  all  men  live 
become  the  sons  of  God.  Je- 
5  commissions  us:  "You  did 
t  choose  me  but  I  chose  you 
d  appointed  you  that  you 
ould'go  and  bear  fruit,  fruit 
at  shall  be  lasting." 
The  commissioned  life  is  mo- 
rated  by  the  brother-heart.  It 
is  the  brother-heart  of  Christ 
lich  made  his  biographers 
•te  that  he  was  "moved  with 
mpassion."  No  explanation  of 
iy  he  gave  himself  in  costly, 
ving  service  and  finally  died 
ion  the  cross  is  complete  if  it 
aves  out  his  great  brother- 
iart.  He  care  about  people.  He 
as  not  concerned  about  his 
ra  reward  or  his  own  salva- 
m. 

The  tasks  to  which  Christians 
e  commissioned  cannot  be  ac- 
mplished  apart  from  that  mo- 
re. "Ye  must  be  born  again" 
plies  to  the  master  motive  of 
r  self  -  centered  nature.  We 
tinot  heal  hurt  lives  unless  we 
re  people  more  than  things  or 
|r  own  convenience.  Moses, 
m  prince  of  Egypt,  is  shown  by 
IjTothy  Clarke  Wilson  coming 
iiwly  to  accept  brotherhood 
iith  the  slave  Israelites  after  he 
i  llingly  shared  their  sufferings 
'■-  a  brother;  then  God  could 
slid  him  to  "tell  old  Pharaoh, 
It  my  people  go!'  "  Jesus  said, 
new  commandment  I  give 
l;o  you  that  you  love  one  an- 
D|  er  even  as  I  have  loved  you." 
phe  commissioned  life  in- 
Vives  daily  action.  Jesus  went 
ajut  doing  good.    That  he  ex- 


pected us  to  do  likewise  is  clear. 
His  Sermon  on  the  Mount  closes 
with  the  house  on  the  rock  par- 
able; He  said  on  other  occa- 
sions, "Why  call  ye  me,  'Lord!' 
and  do  not  the  things  I  say?" 
"If  any  man  will  come  after  me 
let  him  deny  himself  and  take 
up  his  cross  daily  and  follow 
me."  Jesus  made  triple  sure 
that  Peter  understood  that  lov- 
ing him  must  result  in  doing 
his  work  in  daily  life:  "Feed  my 
sheep."  Hear  him:  "I  appoint- 
ed you  that  you  should  go  and 
bear  fruit." 

The  commissioned  life  makes 
a  difference;  it  blesses  him  that 
gives  and  him  that  takes.  Jesus 
could  not  have  been  what  he 
was  without  having  lived  by  his 
commission.  And  because  he 
lived  and  died  by  his  commis- 
sion he  influenced  the  life  of 
man  on  this  planet  for  good 
tremendously. 

The  commissioned  lives  of 
Christians  have  always  made  a 
difference.  Those  who  make  it 
their  business  to  share  with  Je- 
sus in  his  enterprise  of  helping 
all  men  live  as  become  the  sons 
of    God    accomplish    more    that 


has  lasting  value  than  they  can 
ever  see  themselves.  George 
Washington  Carver  is  one  ex- 
ample of  the  difference  that  one 
humble  person  can  make  when 
he  accepts  a  divine  commission 
and  is  true  to  it  for  a  lifetime. 

Commissioned  living  makes  a 
marvelous  difference  in  the  life 
of  him  who  carries  the  commis- 
sion. Peter  was  redeemed  in 
the  process  of  carrying  out  his 
commission:  "Feed  my  sheep." 
Paul  worked  out  his  own  salva- 
tion while  he  was  carrying  his 
commission  to  the  Gentiles. 
Pretty-girl  Esther  became  a 
woman,  calm  and  sure,  when 
she  became  willing  to  intercede 
for  her  people. 

The  personal  rewards  of  com- 
missioned living  are  by-prod- 
ucts and,  like  happiness,  elude 
us  if  we  seek  them.  For  he  that 
would  save  his  own  life  will 
lose  it,  but  he  who  loses  himself 
finds  life. 

When  Jesus  says,  "You  did 
not  choose  me  but  I  chose  you 
and  appointed  you  that  you 
should  go  and  bear  fruit,  fruit 
that  shall  be  lasting,"  he  means 
me,  he  means  you. 


Two  Hundred  Years  of  Married  Life 

On  Mother's  Day  last  year  the  Rummel  congregation  in  Pennsyl- 
vania honored  four  couples  of  their  church  who  have  been  married 
more  than  fifty  years.  Each  couple  testified  of  their  half  century  of 
happiness.  They  are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Holsinger,  who  were  mar- 
ried fifty-three  years;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Knavel,  who  were  married 
fifty  years;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dave  Thomas,  who  were  married  fifty-two 
years;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Knavel.  who  were  married  fifty-one 
years.  In  these  days  of  freguent  divorce  an  achievement  of  this  nature 
in  one  church  is  worthy  of  honor. — George  W.  Wright,  pastor,  Wind- 
ber.  Pa. 
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Marvin  E.  Clingenpeel 

Pastor,  Fairfax  Congregation,  Virginia 


OUR  generation  needs  to  re- 
think its  .relationship  to 
Jehovah,  the  God  of  heav- 
en and  earth.  This  summer  we 
commemorated  again  the  anni- 
versary o'f  our  national  birthday 
and  our  emergence  into  an  in- 
dependent member  of  the 
nations  of  the  world.  The 
development  of  our  country  in 
a  comparatively  short  span  of 
years  into  the  most  prosperous 
and  most  powerful  nation  of 
the  world  is  significant.  One  of 
the  contributing  factors  in  the 
rise  of  our  country  to  a  position 
of  power  and  leadership  was 
the  religious  faith  that  charac- 
terized her  early  history.  A 
search  for  God  and  religious 
liberty  prompted  many  of  our 
forebears  to  face  the  hazards  of 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  those 
early  days  and  of  establishing 
themselves  in  a  new  land. 

Some  of  the  colonies  were  de- 
veloped largely  by  people  of 
religious  faith  and  conviction. 
Thus  early  in  the  life  of  our 
country  the  seeds  of  religion 
were  sown.  Later  on  when  na- 
tional independence  was  gained 
and  the  constitution  of  our 
country  was  written  the  re- 
ligious and  Biblical  influence 
was  evident.  The  Ten  Com- 
mandments served  as  a  basis 
for  determining  the  laws  of  our 
land.  Likewise,  the  constitu- 
tions and  statutory  laws  of  the 
states  reflected  the  influence  of 
religion  and  the  Christian  tra- 
dition. Note,  for  instance,  the 
laws  concerning  the  observance 
of  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

Our  country  has  been  official- 
ly recognized  and  designated  as 
a  Christian  nation.  The  Bible  is 
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Religious  News  Service 

The  cure  for  man's  ills  is  a  genuine  religious  faith  nurtured  by 
church  and  producing  fruits  of  righteousness 
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used  in  the  induction  of  our 
chief  executive  into  office.  The 
sessions  of  our  national  congress 
are  opened  with  prayer.  Lip 
service,  at  least,  is  given  to  the 
Christian  tradition.  Although 
there  have  been  periods  when 
religion  was  at  a  low  ebb,  the 
greatness  and  the  achievements 
of  our  country  are  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  religious 
faith  of  our  ancestors. 

But  no  people  can  continue  to 
thrive  on  the  religion  of  their 
fathers  when  they  themselves 
become  irreligious.  A  sad  com- 
mentary on  our  day  is  that  in 
many  cases  the  children  and  the 
grandchildren  of  great  men  of 
God  no  longer  cherish  the  faith 
of  their  fathers.    They  are  not 


so  much  antireligious  as  utte 
indifferent     to     God     and 
claims   of  the   church   and 
Christian  faith. 

It   is   well  that  we   take 
count  of  where  we  are  and  whl 
we  are  going.   It  is  evident  tl 
the   civilization   of  our  dayl 
sick.    The  culture  of  the  W| 
which  has  long  been  recognii 
as  Christian,  is  seriously  illj 
the  extent  that  it  is  disturtl 
to   those    concerned    about 
will  of  God  being  done  in 
day. 

A  few  years  ago  the  wl 
known  Quaker,  D.  Elton  Tij< 
blood,  wrote  a  little  H 
entitled  The  Predicament  j 
Modern  Man,  in  which  he  §fi 
a  profound  analysis  of  the 


ation  in  our  time.  He  endeav- 
ored to  diagnose  the  illness  and 
also  prescribe  the  remedy.  The 
author  claims  that  the  chief 
problems  of  our  time  are  not  the 
problems  of  war,  great  as  these 
are,  but  that  war  is  the  symptom 
of  the  sickness  of  our  civiliza- 
tion and  not  the  primary  cause 
of  that  sickness.  If  war  were  the 
primary  sickness  rather  than  a 
symptom  then  the  major  sick- 
ness would  be  over  when  the 
war  ends. 

During  the  past  fifty  years 
man  has  made  almost  unbe- 
lievable progress  in  mechanics 
but  he  has  not  made  a  corre- 
sponding progress  in  the  realm 
of  morals  and  religion.  The 
startling  fact  about  our  gen- 
eration is  that  our  wisdom  about 
ends  and  goals  does  not  equal 
our  ingenuity  about  means.  We 
have  the  scientific  knowledge 
and  the  mechanical  skill  along 
with  the  resources  to  make  the 
world  a  decent  community  in 
which  men  may  live  in  peace 
but  we  have  not  the  wisdom  or 
the  moral  courage  to  devote  our 
resources  to  these  high  and 
worthy  ends.  We  are  woefully 
lacking  in  the  moral  and  spir- 
itual conditions  required  if  our 
material  achievements  are  to  be 
a  blessing. 

Our  generation  is  somewhat 
like  a  child  playing  with  a  re- 
volver— in  imminent  danger  of 
destroying  itself.  This  is  the 
predicament  of  modern  man.  He 
has  built  wonders  in  the  me- 
chanical world  but  in  his  proud 
hour  of  achievement  he  has 
failed  to  develop  the  wisdom 
and  the  inner  resources  neces- 
sary to  make  his  instruments  a 
blessing. 

Thus  the  crucial  problem  is 
the  human  problem,  the  spir- 
itual problem.  The  basic  diffi- 
culty is  in  the  area  which  is 
the  object  of  religious  devotion. 
This  sickness  of  man  can  be 
cured  by  developing  his  moral 
and  spiritual  life.  His  need  is 
in  the  realm  of  moral  conviction 


and  courage,  spiritual  life  and 
prophetic  insight.  His  failure  is 
not  that  of  technical  progress, 
for  such  progress  gives  him  the 
surgeon's  knife  as  well  as  the 
gangster's  sword,  the  transocean 
passenger  plane  as  well  as  the 
bombing  plane,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  building  as  well  as  of 
destroying. 

The  most  urgent  problem  of 
our  time  is  the  spiritual  prob- 
lem. Unless  this  problem  is 
more  completely  solved  our  sick 
civilization  is  in  danger  of  going 
down  to  ruin.  Our  supreme  con- 
cern should  be  about  an  ade- 
quate faith   for   our   time.    We 


Absence 

Nellie  V.  Merkey 

They  talk  of  distance. 
Speak  of  miles  and  miles — 
But   Love   outreaches   earth's  far- 
reaching  span. 
They  talk  of  parting. 
And  of  sad  good-bys — 
No   parting   ever   severed   Love's 
strong  bands. 


need  to  strive  for  a  situation  in 
which  scientific  and  technical 
skill  is  so  tempered  by  moral 
and  spiritual  discipline  that  the 
products  of  human  genius  will 
be  used  for  the  welfare  of  man 
rather  than  his  harm  and  de- 
struction. A  genuine  religious 
faith  is  essential  to  this  end. 

Our  generation  needs  to  put 
a  larger  share  of  its  talent  and 
resources  into  the  effort  of  pro- 
mulgating an  adequate  religious 
faith.  Religious  education  and 
evangelism  need  to  be  adjusted 
to  the  needs  of  our  time,  stream- 
lined and  revitalized.  The  meth- 
od and  program  of  the  church 
must  be  modernized,  synchro- 
nized and  co-operatively  execu- 
ted. The  task  is  so  stupendous 
that  we  dare  not  be  satisfied 
with  outmoded,  duplicating  and 
competing  procedures.  The 
church  must  channel  her 
resources  into  a  united  effort  to 
build  a  dynamic  faith. 


We  are  ignoring  the  lesson 
of  history  when  we  try  the  pre- 
carious experiment  of  maintain- 
ing our  culture  by  loyalty  to 
Christian  customs  without  a  cor- 
responding loyalty  to  the  Chris- 
tian faith  that  produces  them. 
Religious  faith  is  nourished 
in  a  fellowship  of  believers. 

Most  people  are  religious  in 
a  general  way-;  they  give  assent 
to  the  commonly  accepted  re- 
ligious ideas,  regardless  of  their 
relationship  with  the  church. 
But  in  practice  many  of  them 
deny  the  implications  of  a  gen- 
uine religious  faith.  Some  claim 
to  believe  in  religion  but  not 
the  church.  Now  the  church  is 
not  perfect;  it  is  composed  of 
frail  humanity.  But  after  we 
have  recognized  the  weakness 
and  the  just  criticisms  of  the 
church  we  are  still  driven  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  church 
is  the  only  foundation  on  which 
our  tottering  civilization  can  be 
restored. 

The  confessional  church  in 
Germany  gave  the  Nazis  their 
toughest  opposition.  Albert  Ein- 
stein testified  that  even  though 
the  universities  and  the  press 
surrendered  to  the  Nazis'  de- 
mands the  church  refused  to 
bow  its  knee,  and  thus  what  he 
once  despised  he  came  to  praise 
unreservedly.  The  church  was 
the  only  organization  that  sur- 
vived the  war  in  Europe  in  a 
functioning  capacity.  Niemoel- 
ler  said  when  he  became  a  free 
man  again  that  Germany's  only 
hope  was  in  the  church. 

The  cure  of  man's  ills  is  a 
genuine  religious  faith  nurtured 
by  the  church  and  producing 
fruits  of  righteousness.  There- 
fore, we  need  to  heed  that  an- 
cient bit  of  Hebrew  wisdom: 
"Blessed  is  the  nation  whose 
God  is  the  Lord.  Yea,  happy  is 
the  people  whose  God  is  Jeho- 
vah." For  "righteousness  ex- 
alteth  a  nation;  but  sin  is  a 
reproach  to  any  people." 
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More  Christian   Doctors 


and  not  socialized  medicine,  says  a  Brethren 
physician,  will  improve  the  medical  profession 


Jacob   S.   Huffman,   M.D. 

Dayton,  Virginia 


THE  medical  profession  to- 
day faces  several  problems 
which  complicate  its  serv- 
ice to  humanity.  The  number  of 
doctors  is  not  sufficient  to  care 
adequately  for  the  increased 
amount  of  medical  work  which 
people  demand  for  sick  patients 
and  the  various  duties  of  pre- 
ventive medicine.  To  get  more 
doctors  might  mean  the  enlarg- 
ing of  our  schools  and  the  lower- 
ing of  standards.  But  to  get 
better  doctors,  capable  young 
people  must  be  given  a  chance 
to  secure  special  training.  The 
lack  of  physicians  in  rural  ter- 
ritory may  be  remedied  some 
by  increasing  the  number  of 
physicians,  especially  those  who 
have  rural  background  experi- 
ences. Medical  fees  seem  high 
to  the  patient  and  low  to  the 
doctor.  But  they  might  be  low- 
ered if  there  were  enough 
physicians  to  make  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand  work  better. 
At  the  present,  most  physicans' 
fees  are  too  high.  These  fees 
stay  high  because  physicians 
can  get  by  with  them. 

Because  of  these  problems, 
many  people  are  ready  to  ad- 
vocate socialized  or  state  medi- 
cine; in  my  opinion  this  would 
solve   no   problems.    When   the 
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government  pays  the  bill  the 
tax  load  is  greater,  the  number 
of  doctors  may  decrease,  and 
they  may  become  more  occupied 
with  neurotics  to  the  extent  that 
needy  people  can't  be  seen.  So- 
cialization of  medical  service 
could  become  a  most  powerful 
political  club,  which  would  be 
used  not  only  against  the  medi- 
cal personnel  but  against  the  en- 
tire electorate  to  force  the  ideas 
of  the  politicians  in  power.  It 
is  reported  that  the  death  rate 
in  England  is  increasing  under 
socialized  medicine  and  that 
British  hospitals  are  so  full  of 
neurotics  that  they  do  not  have 
adequate  space  for  the  type  of 
patients  for  whom  hospital 
service  was  intended.  Before  any 
Brethren  person  should  think  of 
advocating  socialized  medicine, 
he  should  see  what  state  medi- 
cine does  and  what  can  be  done 
to  help  the  present  system. 

We  cannot  hope  in  any  great 
degree  to  convert  our  doctors 
to  become  more  Christian  in 
their  relationships.  It  is  more 
plausible  that  we  can  secure 
more  doctors  who  are  Christlike 
by  encouraging  worthy  Chris- 
tian youth  to  enter  medical 
study.  I  have  found  that  Chris- 
tian people  do  not  expect  a 
grant  of  money.  They  want  to 
be  trusted  with  a  loan. 


If  we  can  assist  young  men 
who  love  country  people,  who 
are  not  out  to  get  rich  quickly 
and  who  are  trained  to  support 
the  church  to  go  ahead  and  ful- 
fill their  ambitions  in  studying 
medicine,  we  can  expect  a  leav- 
ening of  the  medical  group  so 
that  the  needs  of  people  can  be 
met  in  a  more  adequate  way. 
Brethren  communities  should 
have  the  opportunities  of  using 
Brethren  physicians.  Likewise, 
a  Brethren  doctor  needs  the 
fellowship  of  a  Brethren  com- 
munity and  church.  This  re- 
lationship should  be  of  mutual 
helpfulness. 

A  rapidly  increasing  number 
of  Brethren  people  are  taking 
upon  themselves  medical  work 
of  various  sorts.  This  trend  will 
likely  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  stressing  of  the  service  ideal 
among  young  people  who  have 
the  capacities  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenges that  life  brings. 

Brethren  medical  people  need 
to  become  a  fellowship  and  to 
make  a  definite  contribution  to 
the  church  program  as  well  as 
to  care  for  sick  people.  Several 
years  ago  a  pamphlet  was  pub- 
lished which  included  a  direc- 
tory of  medical  people  of  the 
church.  At  the  Grand  Rapids 
Conference  a  meeting  of  the 
medical    people    in    attendance 


took  place.  It  is  hoped  that 
each  year  there  may  be  a  fel- 
lowship gathering,  at  which 
time  plans  can  be  made  to  ad- 
vance the  ideals  of  Christian 
medical  work. 

There  are  many  goals  toward 
which  such  a  fellowship  can 
work:  (1)  making  possible  a 
way  for  every  worthy  youth  to 
fulfill  his  dream  for  medical  ed- 
ucation by  loans  from  able 
Brethren  individuals;  (2)  set- 
ting up  a  central  committee  to 
give  advice  concerning  medical 
schools,  courses  of  study  for  pre- 
medicine  and  prenursing,  and 
to  help  in  the  placement  of  peo- 
ple in  needy  fields  in  missionary 
territory  and  at  home;  (3)  de- 
veloping a  set  of  Christian 
medical  standards,  so  that  our 
medical  people  will  know  what 
Brethren  Christian  ethics  im- 
plies for  their  work.  Such  ques- 
tions as  our  sharing  with  the 
medical  missionary,  the  Chris- 
tian aspect  of  fee  levels,  proper 
physician-minister  relationship, 
the  physician's  duty  toward  his 
church  and  his  attitude  toward 
immorality  and  intemperance 
could  be  discussed. 

The  opportunity  for  Chris- 
tian medical  work  is  great.  My 
desire  is  that  this  great  move- 
ment might  become  an  integral 
part  of  the  church. 

Let's  Teach  Stewardship 

J.  W.  Kettering 

Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 

AMERICA    is    a    wonderful 
country.       Our      material 
blessings  are  great.    Even 
though  we  give  the  first  tithe 

0  the  Lord  and  one  or  more 
ithes  to  our  government  in  the 
orm  of  income  taxes,  we  would 
till   have    more    left    over    for 

;naterial  things  than  most  other 
jieople  in  the  world. 

It  takes  the  average  American 
;actory  worker  about  eight  min- 

1  tes  to  earn  enough  money  to 
I  uy  five  pounds  of  potatoes  or  a 
juart  of  milk,  or  a  package  of 


Thinking  About  the  Sunday-school   Lesson 


What  Is  Christian  Living? 


Not  on  the  Shelf 

A  preacher  told  his  congregation 
recently  that,  according  to  his  ob- 
servation, salt  was  not  a  useful 
product  as  long  as  it  stayed  on  the 
shelf.  Only  when  it  was  used  did 
it  accomplish  its  purpose.  He 
challenged  his  hearers  to  put  their 
Christianity  to  work  in  daily  life, 
because  they  were  called  by  Jesus 
"the  salt  of  the  earth." 

Not  only  are  too  many  Christians 
not  worth  their  salt — or  being  com- 
pared to  salt.  They  find  it  too  con- 
venient to  hide  their  lights  under 
a  bushel.  It  takes  courage  to  let 
your  light  shine  because  it  reveals 
some  embarrassing  failures  you 
might  like  to  hide.  Yet  to  be  salt 
and  light  is  expected  of  Christians. 
Christians  must  live  for  Christ. 
Good  for  Evil 

The  New  Testament  puts  the 
Christian's   responsibility    in   a   few 


words:  to  overcome  evil  with  good. 
This  is  not  a  popular  idea  in  these 
belligerent  days  and  it  was  not  a 
popular  idea  when  Paul  wrote  to 
the  Thessalonians.  Yet  to  return 
good  for  evil  is  at  the  very  heart 
of  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  what 
Jesus  himself  did  both  in  his  life 
and  in  his  death  on  the  cross. 
Things  to  Do  Always 

Three  rules  for  Christians  are 
lifted  up  by  Paul  for  constant  prac- 
tice. Always  be  happy.  Pray  all 
the  time.  Give  thanks  in  all  circum- 
stances. Here  is  the  secret  of  daily 
spiritual  growth — to  pray  thankfully 
and  happily  all  the  time.  There  is 
no  place  for  ungrateful  or  sour 
Christians  in  a  rich  prayer  life.  If 
prayer  is  face-to-face  talking  with 
God,  why  should  not  the  praying 
Christian  be  happy  and  thankful? 
He  dwells  constantly  in  the  presence 
of  the  source  of  joy. 


cigarets.  If  the  average  English 
worker  wants  to  buy  these  same 
quantities  in  London,  he  must 
work  fourteen  minutes  for  the 
potatoes,  nineteen  minutes  for 
the  milk  and  nearly  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  for  the  ciga- 
rets. In  America  it  requires 
about  three  hours'  work  for 
twenty  gallons  of  gas  and  in 
Great  Britain  almost  sixteen 
hours.  Realizing  all  this,  a 
Christian  must  ask,  how  can 
church  people  of  our  wonderful 
country  hold  back  in  their  giv- 
ing for  the  Lord's  work? 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  short  on  its  teaching  of  Chris- 
tian stewardship.  Bro.  D.  W. 
Kurtz  said  that  it  is  a  neglected 
teaching.  As  a  boy  he  never 
heard  it  preached  at  all.  Bro. 
Kurtz  also  made  the  statement 
that  one  sixth  of  the  entire 
Bible  teaches  about  property, 
money  and  giving.  There  is  ten 
times  as  much  Scripture  on 
stewardship  as  there  is  on  bap- 
tism or  the  Lord's  Supper. 

To  some,  Christian  steward- 
ship suggests  "getting  the  mon- 
ey." It  should  not  be  considered 


as  a  scheme  for  "getting  the 
money."  The  teaching  is  too 
sacred  to  be  thought  of  as  a 
device  to  obtain  large  sums  of 
money  in  a  painless  fashion. 

Christian  stewardship  is  at 
the  heart  of  our  religion.  It 
recognizes  that  our  time,  talents 
and  possessions  belong  to  God. 
A  portion  of  each  is  to  be  given 
directly  for  the  Lord's  work. 
That  which  is  withheld  must  be 
used  constructively,  also,  since 
good  stewards  have  a  commit- 
ment that  includes  all  of  life. 

I  feel  that  the  basic  philoso- 
phy of  Christian  stewardship 
should  be  taught  to  each  appli- 
cant for  membership  at  the  time 
the  doctrines  and  teachings  of 
the  church  are  first  brought  to 
his  attention.  If  there  is  one 
principle  that  should  not  be 
overlooked,  it  is  the  basic  mean- 
ing of  Christian  stewardship. 
We  have  not  yet  plumbed  the 
depths  of  this  great  doctrine. 
Should  not  every  church  review 
what  is  or  is  not  being  done  in 
this  vital  field? 


SEPTEMBER    30.    1950 


13 


^m 


The  Lord's  Prayer~a  prayer  meditation 


OUR  Father,  who  art  not 
only  the  Father  of  our- 
selves and  our  nearest 
neighbors,  but  of  us  all,  of  all 
mankind!  Make  us  to  under- 
stand that,  being  thy  children, 
we  ought  to  be  not  only  good 
neighbors  but  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  one  family,  conscious  of 
our  common  relation  to  thee  as 
children  of  the  same  father  and, 
therefore,  feeling  our  common 
obligation  also  to  behave  to- 
wards each  other  in  a  brotherly 
way. 

Help  us  to  hallow  thy  name, 
for  Thou  art  the  lord  of  Heaven 
and  of  all  perfection. 

But  let  thy  kingdom  and  the 
rule  of  thy  will  come  upon 
earth,  so  that  even  this  world 
may  become  a  dominion  of  thy 
infinite  realm  of  love  and  good- 
ness! 

Strengthen  in  us  the  power 
of  a  good  will  in  harmony  with 
thine  own  and  guide  us  in  such 
a  way,  that  owing  to  the  power 
given  us  by  thee,  thy  will  may 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven! 

Give  our  daily  bread  this  day 
to  us  and  to  all  our  brothers 
and  sisters  here  and  throughout 
the  world! 

Help  us  so  that  all  may  get 
their  share  without  any  excep- 
tion, and,  if  not  through  their 
own  manual  and  mental  work — 
for  which  the  fellowship  of 
mankind  should  give  all  op- 
portunities required — yet,  as  far 
as  required,  through  the  care  of 
those  fellow  men  who  are  free 
both  from  need  and  from  the  ice 
of  egoism  and  hatred! 

Open  our  eyes  to  the  immeas- 
urable sufferings  of  innumer- 
able millions  of  men  in  every 
nation  all  over  the  world,  and 
to  their  burning  and  un- 
quenched  desire  of  an  existence 


Ingoli  Birger  Askevold 

This  prayer  meditation  was  given  at  the 

dinner  in    honor   of  Kurtis    Naylor,   before 

he  left  Germany 


more  in  harmony  with  the  God- 
given  dignity  of  man,  at  least 
with  sufficient  supply  of  food, 
clothing  and  housing. 

Teach  us  also,  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, to  realize  the  greatness  of 
our  share  of  the  guilt  in  all  the 
distress  and  suffering  that  we 
are  responsible  for  through  our 
doings  and — still  more — through 
our  not  doing  the  things  we 
ought  to  have  done.  Inspire  us 
to  give  up  everything  that  may 
hinder  the  redemption  of  man- 
kind. Give  us  the  power  of  love 
and  goodwill,  the  sense  of  duty 


and  the  consciousness  of  our 
responsibility.  Forgiveness  of 
our  trespasses  is  only  promised 
us  as  far  as  we  deserve  it  and 
realize  that  we  owe  all  our  fel- 
low men  a  well-filled  measure 
not  only  of  justice,  but  also  of 
love  and  forgiveness! 

And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  give  us  power  to  resist 
temptations,  since  all  tempta- 
tions cannot  be  made  entirely 
to  disappear  in  this  world  of 
imperfection  in  which  we  live. 
Help  us  also  to  remove  all 
sources  of  temptation  as  far  as 
possible.  Strengthen  our  belief 
in  the  power  of  the  good,  in^ 
the  divine  spark  thou  hast  kin- 
dled in  our  souls,  and  help  us 
to  become  fighters  for  the  vic4 
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J.  Henry  Long 

Here  are  the  ruins  of  a  Protestant  church  of  Ostroda,  Poland.   Easily 

recognized  in  the  photograph  are  the  cross  and  the  altar;  symbols  o 

eternal  hope  in  a  society  so  nearly  ruined  by  war 


tory  of  the  good  and  col- 
laborators in  the  great  work  of 
redemption  from  all  evils  of 
this  world,  for  with  them  most 
temptations  to  do  wrong  will  be 
removed. 

For  all  this,  heavenly  Father, 
we  pray  thee  in  the  unshakable 
belief  in  thy  infinite  kingdom 
of  love  and  perfection,  in  thy 
power,  and  thy  glory,  in  which 
all  mankind  can  become  par- 
takers in  proportion  as  thy  king- 
dom comes  and  thy  will  is  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 


The  Bread  and  the  Cup 
Harper  M.  Snavely 

Pastor,    Woodbury   Church,    Pennsylvania 

AS  THE  Lord's  Supper  is 
the  symbol  of  brotherhood 
and  peace,  and  is  given  as 
a  means  of  grace  for  fellowship 
and  peace  within  the  church,  so 
the  bread  and  the  cup  is  given 
as  a  symbol  of  our  continued  re- 
lationship to  Christ. 

The  bread  is  a  symbol  of  sacri- 
fice. We  accept  this  symbol  of 
the  broken  body  of  Christ  in  the 
unleavened  bread  at  communion 
time,  and  in  remembrance  of 
him  (Luke  22:19).  The  Breth- 
ren have  always  used  unleav- 
ened bread  because  leaven  in  the 
Bible  represents  a  type  of  sin. 
The  unleavened  bread  repre- 
sents the  sinless  body  of  Christ. 
As  the  lamb  was  taken  from 
the  flock,  one  that  was  without 
spot  and  without  blemish,  so 
Christ,  without  sin  or  stain,  was 
made  our  passover,  and  sacri- 
ficed his  body  for  our  sins.  When 
we  take  the  bread  at  communion 
it  is  the  symbol  of  sacrifice  and 
so  should  urge  in  us  a  greater 
sacrifice  for  our  Lord.  We  know 
so  little  of  sacrifice. 

The  cup  represents  the  shed 
blood  of  Christ,  which  was  poured 
out  on  Calvary  for  our  re- 
demption. It  is  the  life  of  Christ. 
The  life  is  in  the  blood.  "For 
the  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  the 
blood;  and  I  have  given  it  to 
you    upon    the    altar    to    make 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

I  don't  suppose  anyone  can  help 
me  except  myself.  I  am  the  father 
of  one  child  and  have  been  married 
six  years.  I  had  been  getting  pretty 
much  fed  up  with  the  way  my  wife 
acted.  The  house  was  never  in  order 
and  things  were  generally  in  a  mess. 
We  were  going  further  and  further 
in  debt  all  the  time.  And  I  guess  the 
worst  part  was  that  I  felt  my  wife 
didn't  really  care  about  me  since  the 
baby  came.  She  was  always  too 
tired  if  I  fell  like  making  love.  It  is 
true  that  she  was  doing  some  work 
outside  of  the  home.  Finally,  I 
couldn't  stand  it  any  longer  and  ob- 
tained a  divorce.  But  I  am  still  not 
happy.  I  remember  how  wonderful 
she  was  before  the  baby  came.  Do 
you  think  we  might  be  able  to  start 
again? 

Joe  Lonesome. 

Dear  Joe, 

Probably  only  you  can  help  the 
situation  in  which  you  find  yourself. 
From  what  you  say  it  sounds  as 
though  you  and  your  wife  were 
getting  along  well  until  the  baby 
came  except  you  were  going  more 
deeply  in  debt.  Does  this  mean  that 
you  were  living  above  what  you 
could  afford?  It  sounds  as  though 
that  were  the  case.  If  you  were 
going  in  debt  with  both  of  you 
working  before  the  baby  was  born 
it  should  be  clear  you  needed  to 
cut  down  on  your  standard  of  living. 

Some  couples  make  the  mistake 
of  owning  a  car  when  they  should 
use  public  transportation  or  share 
with  some  other  family  the  cost  of 
a  car.  Perhaps  you  could  have  cut 
there.  Or  perhaps  a  cheaper  house 
or  apartment  would  have  reduced 
your  expenses. 


Surely  a  man  gets  dissatisfied  if 
his  wife  is  always  too  tired.  If  your 
wife  was  working  outside  of  home 
in  addition  to  caring  for  the  child 
it  sounds  as  though  she  would  be 
sure  to  be  tired.  Making  love  be- 
tween husband  and  wife  is  almost 
sure  to  be  unsatisfying  if  either  one 
or  both  is  dead  tired  from  too  much 
work  or  too  long  hours. 

You  write  as  though  your  divorce 
was  a  hasty  action  and  that  you  still 
are  in  love  with  your  former  wife. 
If  you  are  thinking  of  the  possibility 
of  re-establishing  your  home,  it 
should  be  clear  that  you  will  need 
to  take  steps  to  make  conditions 
different  from  the  way  they   were. 

Can  you  get  a  job  that  will  pro- 
vide sufficient  income  so  that  you 
can  support  the  family  with  her 
taking  care  of  the  home?  This  may 
mean  some  reduction  in  your  stand- 
ard of  living,  but  it  would  be  worth 
it  to  re-establish  your  home.  Can 
you  persuade  your  wife  to  try  again 
with  you?  Or  did  you  say  things 
about  her  in  divorce  proceedings 
that  caused  permanent  hurt?  You 
will  probably  both  need  to  do  a  lot 
of  forgiving  and  forgetting. 

Do  you  have  a  good  and  under- 
standing pastor  or  older  married 
friend  outside  of  either  of  your  fam- 
ilies that  you  could  talk  with  and 
who  might  help  you  both  to  find 
the  way?  I  would  recommend  this 
very  much  if  your  mind  leans  to 
making  another  try. 

Remember,  your  first  contacts 
with  your  former  wife  can't  be  as  a 
husband.  In  a  way,  you  have  to 
start  over  again  to  win  confidence 
and  love.  If  you  want  your  home, 
then  it's  worth  giving  your  best  self 
to  it. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:   Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


atonement  for  your  souls:  for  it 
is  the  blood  that  maketh  atone- 
ment by  reason  of  the  life"  (Lev. 
17:11,  Revised  Version).  The 
blood  of  Christ  is  the  life  of  the 
believer.  By  this  symbol  we  re- 
new our  covenant  with  him.  It 
makes  us  one  with  him  and  one 
with  one  another.  Jesus  said,  "I 
pray  that  they  may  all  be  one." 
"Let  us  keep  the  feast,  not 
with  old  leaven,  neither  with  the 


leaven  of  malice  and  wicked- 
ness, but  with  the  unleavened 
bread  of  sincerity  and  truth  (1 
Cor.  5:8). 

These  symbols  have  meant 
much  to  the  church  during  the 
past,  and  we  must  continue  to 
observe  them  in  spirit  and  in 
truth  if  we  would  keep  ourselves 
unspotted  from  the  world. 


SEPTEMBER   30,    1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Earl  Funderburg  changes  his  address  from  R.  2, 
Alto,  Mich.,  to  R.  2,  Clarksville,  Mich. 

Bro.  John  Kinizel,  Jr.,  has  been  elected  to  the  min- 
istry in  the  Schuylkill  congregation,  Pa. 

Standing  Committee  delegate  from  the  District  of 
Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  the  1951  Annual 
Conference  is  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins. 

Bro.  Foster  Myers  changes  his  address  from  Carle- 
ton,  Nebr.,  to  Kearney,  Nebr.  He  has  recently  become 
pastor  of  the  First  church  in  Kearney. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Hamilton,  pastor  of  the  Middletown 
church,  Ind.,  changes  his  address  from  Box  328,  Arcadia, 
Ind.,  to  1397  Locust  St.,  Middletown,  Ind. 

Fairview  church,  Ind.,  will  have  its  harvest  meeting 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  5.  There  will  also  be  a  dedication 
service  for  the  newly  decorated  parsonage. 

Ordained  to  the  ministry  have  been  Roy  Stiffler  and 
Lavon  Symensma  in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind.,  and 
Donald  Wirth  in  the  Empire  church,  Calif. 

Walnut  church,  Ind.,  will  hold  its  home-coming  and 
harvest  meeting  service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  15.  Bro. 
Wendell  Flory  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  day. 

A.  P.  Musselman,  who  has  been  pastor  of  the  Girard 
church  in  Southern  Illinois,  has  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  the  Lick  Creek  church,  Ohio.  His  new  address  is 
Bryan,   Ohio. 

The  annual  harvest  home-coming  service  of  the 
Stone  Bridge  church,  Md.,  will  be  held  Oct.  29.  Bro. 
D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  will  be  the  guest  speak- 
er for  both  morning  and  afternoon  services.  Friends 
and  former  members  are  invited. 

The  home-coming  service  for  the  Anderson  church, 
Southern  Indiana,  will  be  held  on  Oct.  8.  Bro.  R.  H. 
Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon.  There 
will   be   morning   and   afternoon   services    on   Sunday. 

The  Five  Years  Meeting  of  Friends  in  America  will 
hold  its  sessions  Oct.  19-25  in  the  East  Main  Street 
meetinghouse  (First  Friends),  15th  and  Main,  in  Rich- 
mond, Ind.  Brethren  are  invited  to  attend  the  meeting, 
especially  the  morning  sessions  which  will  be  given 
to  worship  and  discussion. 

The  Pittsburgh  church.  Pa.,  will  observe  its  fiftieth 
anniversary  from  Sept.  26  to  Oct.  1.  On  Sept.  26  Dana 
Eckert,  a  former  elder,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
anniversary  dinner;  on  Sept.  27  Bro.  William  Rummel, 
the  present  elder,  will  speak;  on  Sept.  28  Bro.  M.  J. 
Brougher  will  speak;  and  on  Oct.  1  Bro.  Charles  Zunkel 
of  Elgin,  111.,  will  speak. 

A  special  conference  is  being  called  for  Church  of 
the  Brethren  youth  of  the  Central  Region,  at  Man- 
chester College.  The  purpose  is  to  make  "an  informa- 
tive analysis  of  the  world  situation  in  light  of  our 
Brethren  beliefs."  It  will  provide  a  chance  for  youth 
to  air  their  ideas  and  feelings,  as  well  as  receive  guid- 
ance about  what  a  Brethren's  attitude  should  be  toward 
the  world  crisis.  From  registration  time  at  9:00  Satur- 
day morning  until  Sunday  noon,  the  time  will  be 
filled  with  aids  such  as  buzz  group  discussions,  informa- 
tive talks. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


George  W.  Wright  changes  his  address  from  R.  1, 
Windber,  Pa.,  to  Baker  St.,  Pitsburg,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Joseph  Cook  changes  his  address  from  Mays- 
ville,  W.  Va.,  to  1160  Commercial  Ave.,  Clifton  Forge, 
Va. 

Bro.  Lloyd  E.  Evans  has  become  full-time  pastor 
for  the  Crystal  and  New  Haven  congregations  in  Michi- 
gan. His  correspondents  should  address  him  at  R.  1, 
Carson  City,  Mich. 

Bro.  Edward  Duncan  informs  us  that  he  has  assumed 
the  pastorate  of  the  Cando-Zion  church,  N.  Dak.  The 
parsonage  at  Zion  has  been  moved  to  Cando.  He  can  be 
addressed  at  Cando,  N.  Dak. 

Ralph  M.  Hodgden  has  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the 
Washington  Creek  congregation,  Northeastern  Kansas. 
His  address  is  R.  2,  Overbrook,  Kansas.  He  was  former- 
ly pastor  of  the  Conway  Springs  congregation. 

Charles  A.  Light  has  terminated  his  management  of 
the  Brethren  Service  center  in  Nappanee,  Ind.,  and  has 
become  the  pastor  of  the  Blue  River  church,  Ind.  His 
address  is,  therefore,  changed  to  R.  4,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

Bro.  Nathan  Heffly  of  the  Lititz  church,  Pa.,  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  on  Sunday,  Aug.  20,  by  Bro. 
N.  K.  Musser,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  T.  Dick.  At  present 
Bro.  Heffly  is  continuing  his  studies  at  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary. 

All  business  and  reports  for  the  district  meeting  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  to  be  held  at  Meyersdale,  Pa., 
Oct.  25  and  26,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  district 
clerk,  John  D.  Ellis,  164  Village  St.,  Johnstown,  Pa., 
not  later  than  Oct.  12. 

Bro.  Oscar  R.  Slifer.  Jr.,  who  has  been  professor  of 
philosophy  and  psychology,  at  La  Verne  College  for 
the  past  two  years,  will  assume  the  pastorate  of  the 
Nampa  church,  Idaho,  the  latter  part  of  September. 
His  address  will  be  512  Eleventh  Ave.,  S.,  Nampa,  Idaho. 

All  Brethren  women  attending  the  assembly  of 
church  women  in  Cincinnati,  Nov.  13-16,  are  scheduled 
to  meet  together  on  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  15,  at 
5:15  p.m.  Please  watch  the  convention  bulletin  board 
for  further  arrangements  for  place  of  meeting.  This 
assembly  is  open  to  all  church  women  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  Brethren  women  can  attend. 

Monmouth  College  offers  a  prize  of  $100  for  the  best 
setting  in  four-voice  harmony  for  congregational  sing- 
ing of  a  prescribed  metrical  version  of  Psa.  148.  The 
competition  is  open  to  composers  of  all  nations  and 
closes  Feb.  28,  1951.  It  is  the  eighth  in  a  ten-year  series. 
For  the  words  to  be  used  and  the  conditions  of  entry 
write  Thomas  H.  Hamilton,  Monmouth  College,  Mon- 
mouth, 111. 

The  District  of  Southern  Illinois  historical  committee 
has  recently  published  a  history  of  the  churches  in  that 
district.  Entitled  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Southern 
Illinois,  it  contains  accounts  of  the  background  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  early  developments  in  the 
southern  part  of  Illinois,  the  district  organization, 
the  congregations,  and  the  individuals  who  have  shaped 
the  district's  life  and  growth.  Extended  appendices 
add  value  to  the  book.  It  will  sell  for  $2.75  until  Dec. 
31;  after  that  date  the  price  will  be  $3.00.  Orders  may 
be  sent  to  Miss  Meda  Jellison,  Lawrenceville,  111. 


Theme    for     1950:     Deepening    the    Spiritual    Life 


Bro.  Edgar  Fike  has  been  elected  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegate  from  the  Second  District  of  West  Vir- 
ginia to  the  1951  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Fred  R. 
Clayton  is  alternate. 

The  Family  Life  department  of  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission  tells  us  that  they  have  available  a 
series  of  articles  on  the  theme,  What's  Happening  to  the 
American  Family.  These  are  reprints  of  a  series  that 
:an  in  Survey  Magazine  during  recent  months.  The 
complete  series  of  six  reprints  can  be  obtained  for  fifty 
;ents. 

W.  W.  Peters,  until  recently  president  of  McPherson 
rollege,  was  one  of  two  college  presidents  who  partici- 
pated in  a  radio  round-table  discussion  on  the  proposed 
Christian  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  broadcast,  which  has  been  given  over  many 
local  stations,  calls  attention  to  the  need  for  a  Constitu- 
;ional  Amendment  in  which  the  nation  would  recognize 
;he  authority  in  law  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  district  chorus  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  spon- 
sored by  the  district  music  and  worship  commission, 
will  present  a  concert  of  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and 
Dther  church  year  anthems  in  the  Hershey  industrial 
school  auditorium,  Hershey,  Pa.,  on  Saturday,  Oct.  21, 
it  8:00  p.m.  Bro.  Nelson  Huffman  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege will  be  the  guest  conductor  for  this  concert.  The 
sectional  choruses  will  be  directed  by  Bro.  W.  David 
Albright  of  Elizabethtown  College  and  Mrs.  Miriam 
harper  Frey  of  Palmyra,  Pa. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  prav  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Sister   Goldie    Killion   of   Peru,    Ind.,    in    the    Laporte    church, 
[nd.,   Oct.   8-22;   in   the  Blissville   church,   Ind.,    Oct.   29— Nov.   12. 

Bro.    Wayne    Nicarry    of    Chambersburg,    Pa.,    in    the    Long- 
neadow  church.   Md.,   Nov.   5-19. 

Bro.    Ralph    M.    Hodgden,    pastor,    in    the    Washington    Creek 
Ihurch,    Kansas,    Oct.    1-7. 

Bro.  Edward  Duncan  of  Barnum.  Minn.,   in  the   Scott  Valley 
Community   church,   Kansas,   Oct.   22 — Nov.   5. 

Bro.    Lester    E.    Fike    of    Springfield,    Ohio,    in    the    Fairview 
:hurch,   Mich.,   Sent.   25 — Oct.   8. 

Bro.  Elmer  E.  Ebersole  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  in  the  Leamersville 
:hurch,  Pa.,  Nov.  5-19. 

Bro.   O.   J.   Hassinger  of  Huntsdale,   Pa.,   in   the  Pleasant   Hill 
:hurch,    Codorus   congregation.   Pa.,   Oct.   9-22. 

Bro.  Charles  R.  Oberlin  of  Marion,  Ind.,  in  the  Howard  church, 
Ind.,  Oct.  2-8. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock  of  Miami,  N.  Mex„  in  the  Rossville  church, 
Ind.,  Oct.   1-15. 

Bro.    Nevin    H.    Zuck    of    Elizabethtown,    Pa.,    in    the    Spring 
-reek  church,  Pa.,   Oct.   2-15. 

Bro.    William    L.    Gould    of    Johnstown,    Pa.,    in    the    Mt.    Joy 
:hurch  Pa.,  Oct.  2-15. 

Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Garden  City  church, 
Kansas,  Oct.   15-29. 

Bro.  Edward  Murray  of  Friend,  Kansas,  in  the  Liberty ville 
:hurch,  Iowa,  Oct.  1-14. 

Bro.  Robert  L.  Strickler  of  Purgittsville,  W.  Va.,  in  the 
Beaver   Run   church,   W.   Va.,   Sept.    17— Oct.    1. 

Bro.  Clarence  D.  Sink  of  South  Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  the  Mexico 
:hurch,  Ind.,  Oct.  9-15. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Marsh  Creek  church,  Pa., 
Oct.  8-15. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One   baptized   in   the   Ridge   church,    Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Walnut  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Schuylkill  church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Codorus  church,  Pa. 

Four  added  to  the  Timberville  church,  Va. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Long  Run  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Weston  church,  Oregon. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Creek  church,   Ind. 

Twelve  baptized   in   the   Raven   Run   church,    Pa. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  New  Freedom  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  W.  Va. 

Eight  baptized  in  the   Shelby   County   church,   Mo. 

Twelve  baptized   in   the   Little   Swatara   congregation,   Pa. 


Twenty-five  baptized  in  the  Western  Mt.  Carmel  congrega- 
tion, Va. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Selma 
church,  Va. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  five  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Mt.  Joy 
church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Kearney 
church,   Nebr. 

Four  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Minneapolis 
church.  Minn. 

Eight  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Liberty 
Mills   church,   Ind. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Diehl's 
Cross  Roads  church,  Pa. 

Calendar    for    Sunday-    October    1 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  What  Is  Christian  Living?— Matt.  5:  1-20- 
18:21-35:  Acts  11:19-26;  Rom.  12:9-21;  Phil.  1:27-30;  1  Thess.  5: 
15-23;  James  1:22-27.  Memory  Selection:  Let  your  manner  of 
life  be  worthy  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.    Phil.  1:27  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  October:    Exploring  the  Bible. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Oct.  16-19. 
Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern. — Modesto,  Oct.   19-22. 

California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.  12-15. 
Florida  and  Georgia. — Camp  Ithiel,  Gotha,  Fla.,   Oct.   6-8. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,   Oct.  26-28. 
Kansas,  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  13-15. 
Kansas,  Southeastern. — Scott  Valley,  Oct.  20-22. 
Kansas,  Southwestern. — Wichita,  First,  Oct.  6-8. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western. — Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Middle.— Spring  Branch,  Sept.  30— Oct.  2. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,  Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska.— South   Beatrice,    Oct.    13-15. 
Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.  17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. 

— Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Nov.  7,  8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — Meyersdale,  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington. — Seattle,  Olympic  View,  November  (undecided). 
LOVE  FEASTS 

Illinois  Pennsylvania 

Oct.  7,  Walnut  Grove.  Sept.    30,    7    pm,    Perry,    Three 

Oct.  7,  all  day,  Woodland.  Springs. 

Indiana  Oct.    1,    Dunnings    Creek,    Hol- 

Oct.   1,   Clear  Creek.  singer. 

Oct.   14,   Fairview.  Oct.  1,  Philadelphia,  First. 

Oct.  14,  Lafayette  Oct.   1,  Pittsburgh. 

Oct.  14,  Osceola.  Oct.  1,  5  pm,  Lancaster. 

Oct.  14,  7:30  pm.  Windfall.  Oct.  1,  6  pm,  Reading. 

Oct.  16,  Eel  River  Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  Dry  Valley. 

Oct.  16,  6:30  pm,  Mexico.  Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  New  Enterprise. 

Oct.   21,    Brick.  Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  Roaring  Spring. 

Oct.  28,  Howard.  Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Greentree. 

Oct.  29,  7:30  pm.  Muncie.  Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Meyersdale. 

Iowa  Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Middle  Creek. 

Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Union  Ridge.  Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 

Oct.  20,  Libertyville.  Oct.   1,  7:15  pm,  Smithfield. 

Kansas  Oct.  7,  Hatfield. 

Sept.  30,   Olathe.  Oct.  7,  8,  Little  Swatara. 

Oct.   1,  7:45  pm,   Independence.       Oct.  8,  10:15  am,  Codorus. 
Oct.  9,  7:30  pm,  Mont  Ida.  Oct.  8,  6  pm,  Ephrata. 

Nov.    6,    7:30   pm,    Scott   Valley       Oct.   14,  Skippack. 

Community.  Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 

Maryland  Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam. 

Oct.  1,  6:30  pm,  Westminster.  Oct.  14,  15,  Springville,  Mohler. 

Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Edgewood.  Oct.  14,  15,  10  am,  West  Cones- 

Oct.  1,  7:30  pm,  Frostburg.  toga,    Middle    Creek. 

Oct.  8,  Beaver  Dam.  Oct.    14,    15,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Oct.    14,    5:30   pm,    Brownsville.  Spring. 

Oct.  28,  2:30  pm,  Longmeadow.       Oct.   15,  6  pm,   Hanover. 

Michigan  Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Mt.  Joy. 

Sept.  30,  8  pm,  New  Haven.  Oct.  18,  19,  1 :30  pm,  White  Oak, 

Oct.  5,  8  pm,  Woodland.  Longenecker. 

Minnesota  Virginia 

Oct.   1,   Minneapolis.  Oct.    1,   Lebanon. 

Oct.   1,   7:30   pm,   Worthington.         Oct.  1,  Western  Mt.  Carmel. 

Ohio  Oct.  14,  7  pm.  Pleasant  Valley 

Oct.  1,  7  pm,  Center.  West  Virginia 

Oct.   1,  7  pm,  West  Milton.  Oct.  1.  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Run. 
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This  wheelbarrow  brigade  illustrates  the  international  charater  of  the  work  camp  at  Hasenhecke.   From  left  to  right:    Erwin  Lehnert 

of  Vienna;   Johnny  Grund  of  California;   Rudolf  Weiland  of  Kassel;   Friedrich  Husen,  formerly  of  Pomerania  and  now  a  refugee; 

Claus  Habel.  Silesian  refugee  whose  family  lives  in  the  Hasenhecke;  Jake  Shaefer.  Brethren  Volunteer  Service  visitor  for  the  day; 

and  Finn  Peterson  of  Denmark.  Bengt  Maier  of  Kassel  can  be  seen  in  the  background 

GROUND  BREAKING  AT  THE  HASENHECKE 


Young  People  From  All  the  World  Work 
at  Construction  of  Housing  for  Refugees 


THE  first  spadeful  of  earth  was 
dug  on  Thursday  at  the  Hasen- 
hecke for  the  first  section  (twen- 
ty to  twenty-five  houses)  of  a 
housing  project  for  refugees  spon- 
sored by  the  Bau-Union  Heimatver- 
triebener  (Building  Union  of  the 
Homeless).  The  most  remarkable 
fact  about  this  project  is  that  a 
group  of  young  people,  twenty-five 
boys  and  girls  from  all  over  the 
world,  are  here  working  side  by 
side  with  the  refugees  who  are 
obliged  to  give  a  thousand  hours 
of  labor  on  the  construction  of  their 
own  houses.  The  young  Americans, 
Danes,  Italians,  Austrians  and  Ger- 
mans have  undertaken  to  provide 
the  thousand  hours  for  all  those  who 
cannot  do  the  work  themselves,  such 
as  the  war-disabled  and  widows 
with  many  children. 

The  leader  of  this  group,  Mary 
Coppock  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  the  U.S.A.,  a  co-worker  with 
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To  read  what  others  say  about  us  is 
usually  interesting  and,  if  the  remarks  are 
complimentary,  pleasant  as  well.  This  is 
a  translation  of  a  news  story  in  Die 
Kasseler  Zeitung  of  Kassel,  Germany,  con- 
cerning the  Brethren  work  camp  there. 


the  Rev.  Kurtis  Naylor  who  is  now 
leaving,  has  been  working  with  all 
her  might  to  set  up  the  camp.  It 
is  the  first  camp  that  she  is  leading 
all  by  herself  in  Europe. 

The  young  Americans  who  make 
up  the  majority  of  the  groups  are 
mostly  students  who  are  paying  the 
expenses  of  their  trip  out  of  their 
own  pockets  or  with  assistance  from 
members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  also  pay  a  dollar  a 
day  for  maintenance  while  in  camp. 
They  are  inspired  by  the  idea,  as 
Christians,  to  give  aid  with  pick  and 
shovel  so  that  those  who  were  driv- 
en from  their  homes  by  war  may 
have  homes  again. 

Geraldine  Lininger  of  Medford, 
Oregon,    twenty-five  years    of   age, 


with  the  insignia  of  La  Verne  Col- 
lege on  the  front  of  her  sport  shirt, 
and  Betty  Judy  of  Keyser,  West 
Virginia,  handle  spades  and  shovels 
as  though  they  had  done  nothing 
else  in  all  their  young  lives.  Con- 
versation with  them  is  rather  diffi- 
cult so  that  Kurt  Materna,  the  blond 
Viennese  student,  must  help  as 
interpreter. 

Conversation  is  easier  with  the 
physics  student,  Duke  Benson  of 
Hollywood,  and  the  minister's 
daughter,  Joann  Lehman  of  Nicker- 
son,  Kansas,  who  wants  to  be  a 
missionary.  Both  speak  German 
quite  nicely  although  they  are  in 
Germany  for  the  first  time. 

During  breakfast  Harriet  Prichard, 
twenty-two-year-old  student  of  the- 
ology from  Hollywood,  and  Rudolf 
Weiland,  German  correspondent 
from  Paris  sit  together.  It  seems 
that  they  have  become  good  friends 
already. 

Pastor  Preuss,  church  adviser  and 
chairman  of  the  council  of  the  Build- 


Above:  Children  from  the 
Hasenhecke  community 
give  unoccupied  tools  a 
brief  workout  from  time  to 
time 


Left:  Christine  Steen  of 
Michigan  applies  herself 
to  the  project.  German 
observers  were  impressed 
when  they  saw  American 
girls  working  like   this 


ing  Union,  called  everyone  together 
for  a  brief  ground-breaking  cere- 
mony and  told  the  young  people: 
"What  you  are  doing  here  is  worth 
more  than  a  thousand  nice  speeches 
by  a  president.  It  is  visible  evidence 
that  there  are  people  who  want  to 
help  us." 

The  doubters  among  the  refugee 
builders,  who  fear  that  such  a  proj- 
ect in  the  present  tension-filled 
world  atmosphere  may  be  in  vain, 
were  encouraged  by  the  pastor  with 
the  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
to  the  deported  Jews  in  Babylon: 
"Build  ye  houses  and  dwell  in 
them." 

The  young  people  are  accommo- 
dated in  the  former  anti-aircraft 
kitchen.  For  the  evenings  they  plan 
discussions  to  further  understanding 
across  national  boundaries. 


Catholic  Conscientious  Objectors 

ON  MARCH  6,  1950,  Time  maga- 
zine carried  a  story  under  the 
title,  Moral  Absentees,  stating 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
had  "made  it  clear  that  Catholic 
conscientious  objectors  are  theo- 
logically in  error."  The  story  told 
how  a  Jesuit  writer  had  condemned 
conscientious  objection  to  war  and 
implied  that  the  writer  had  the  en- 
dorsement of  a  Vatican  spokesman. 
In  April,  however,  The  Catholic 
Worker,  a  pacifist  publication, 
sharply  refuted  Time's  assertion 
that  disapproval  of  conscientious 
objectors  is  official  Catholic  doc- 
trine. The  Jesuit  writer's  statement, 
said  The  Catholic  Worker,  is  merely 
the  opinion  of  one  theologian.  Fur- 
thermore, Time  was  unable  to  iden- 
tify the  Vatican  spokesman. 


Successful  Summer  at  Tire  Hill 

PASTOR  Dorsey  E.  Rotruck  of 
Tire  Hill,  Pa.,  has  for  several 
years  been  interested  in  devel- 
oping a  community-wide  recreation- 
al program  for  the  summer  months 
in  the  area  of  his  parish.  The  suc- 
cess and  value  of  his  efforts  in  this 
direction  may  well  be  an  inspiration 
to  a  number  of  other  pastors. 

This  summer  Graydon  Snyder,  a 
premedical  student  at  Manchester 
College,  has  helped  the  pastor  in  a 
very  successful  summer  program 
which  included  the  organization  of 
several  community  Softball  leagues 
and  a  community  survey,  as  well 
as  a  variety  of  recreational  and  wor- 
ship activities  in  our  own  Tire  Hill 
church. 

Western  Region's  Summer 
Activities 

IN  A  comprehensive  report  the 
Western  Region  office  reports  the 
results  of  its  annual  peace  insti- 
tute and  two  work  camps.  Though 
attendance  was  generally  disap- 
pointing, these  gatherings  all  proved 
fruitful  and  worth  while. 

The  annual  peace  institute,  which 
was  first  held  in  1947  at  Salina, 
Kansas,  took  place  this  year  at  the 
Nebraska  district  camp  at  Kearney. 
Its  leadership  included  Prof.  David 
Bryn-Jones  of  Carleton  College, 
Northfield,  Minn.;  Prof.  S.  M.  Dell 
of  McPherson  College;  Ora  Huston 
of  the  Brethren  Service  staff;  and 
Wilbur  Hoover,  pastor  at  Enders, 
Nebr.  Camp  fellowship  was  also 
enriched  by  the  presence  of  a  niece 
of  Prof.  Bryn-Jones,  Mrs.  Amy 
Evans,  who  was  visiting  from 
England. 

A  work  camp  at  Clovis,  N.  Mex., 
was  directed  by  Mary  Lou  Bowman 
and  Robert  Neher.  The  camp's  proj- 
ect was  community  service  in  an 
underprivileged  area  of  the  city  and 
included  classes  in  crafts,  a  recrea- 
tional program  and  storytelling. 

Another  work  camp  directed  by 
Arthur  Holderread,  was  held  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  at  the  Carver 
Community  Center  in  a  Negro  area. 
The  project  in  this  case  was  also 
community  service  with  a  vacation 
Bible  school  as  the  most  important 
activity.  In  its  closing  evaluation 
sessions  this  work  camp  took  un- 
usual pains  to  suggest  improved 
methods  for  coming  years. 

Small  enrollments  in  the  institute 
and  work  camps  proved  to  be  a 
cloud  with  a  silver  lining,  since  the 
smallness  of  these  groups  allowed 
close  fellowship  to   develop. 
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IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


"Music  is  a  wondrous  magic  link 
with  God" 


Religious  News  Service  Photo 


WHEN  THE  CONGREGATION  SINGS 


CONSIDERABLE  has  been  said 
and  written  concerning  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  hymn 
leader,  and  many  plans  and  detailed 
instructions  have  been  given  where- 
by he  can  improve  himself  in  his 
task.  Not  as  much  has  been  said 
concerning  the  responsibilities  of 
congregations  in  this  matter.  The 
true  worshiper  will  be  willing  to 
accept  his  responsibilities  in  hymn 
singing,  if  they  are  pointed  out;  he 
will  be  eager  to  improve  his  ways 
and  attitudes  and  his  manner  of 
singing,  so  that  all  who  are  a  part 
of  the  service  may  profit  thereby. 
Following  are  some  suggested  prin- 
ciples which  will  help  congregations 
to   worship   through   hymn   singing. 

TOTAL  PARTICIPATION.  Mem- 
bers of  congregations  should  not  feel 
that  they  must  be  good  singers  in 
order  to  participate  in  singing  the 
hymns.  Although  part  singing  is 
desirable  it  is  not  necessary  for  all 
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to  sing  parts.  To  sing  the  melody 
will  do  much  good,  and  besides, 
both  men  and  women  are  needed 
on  the  melody  in  order  that  the 
singing  be  most  effective.  Occasion- 
ally one  hears  group  singing  in 
which  there  are  not  enough  singers 
on  the  melody!  Nearly  everyone 
can  sing  at  least  a  tune,  and  if  there 
should  be  a  person  here  or  there 
who  cannot  carry  a  tune  he  probably 
will  do  himself  good  and  the  con- 
gregation no  harm  by  his  participa- 
tion. Because  of  participation  in 
hymn  singing  the  worshiper  will  be 
engaging  in  no  mere  passive  act  but 
will  be  contributing  to  the  worship 
of  God  and  to  the  spiritual  enrich- 
ment of  himself  and  others. 

SINGING  WITH  SPIRIT.  Con- 
gregations should  not  be  weak  and 
timid  in  their  singing,  neither 
should  they  shout  their  music. 
Although  there  should  be  some  vari- 
ation of  mood  and  feeling,  mass 
singing  is  better  if  somewhat  on  the 
enthusiastic   side. 


SINGING  WITH  KNOWLEDGE 
AND  UNDERSTANDING.  The 
hymns  should  be  known  primarily 
as  poetry  and  the  music  felt  to  be 
a  vehicle  for  this  "exalted  speech." 
Then  it  will  be  known  and  felt 
that  the  music  is  wedded  to  the 
verse  and  how  the  mood  and  emo- 
tion of  differing  hymns  are  ex- 
pressed in  the  music  to  which  they 
are  set.  Some  appreciation  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  contrasting  tem- 
pos of  hymns  can  be  gained  by  the 
people  of  a  congregation.  Certainly 
the  sentiment  and,  therefore,  the 
mood  and  tempo  of  a  hymn  such 
as  Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Man- 
kind is  different  from  that  of  Thine 
for  Service,  or  Lead  on,  O  King 
Eternal. 

GOOD  STYLE.  There  is  such  a 
thing  as  bad  style  in  congregational 
singing  and  such  a  thing  as  good 
style,  and  the  elements  involved  are 
not  too  technical  for  the  musical 
amateur  to  grasp  and  employ.  If 
the  worshiper  is  sincere  he  will  be 


glad  to  modify  his  style  of  singing 
in  the  best  interest  of  public  wor- 
ship. A  straightforward,  unaffected 
style  is  conducive  to  the  best  effect 
in  congregational  hymn  singing. 
Certain  faults  which  detract  from 
the  desired  beauty  are  (a)  scooping 
the  voice  from  a  higher  note  to  a 
lower  one,  (b)  clipping  the  long 
notes,  a  fault  which  often  occurs  at 
the  ends  of  phrases,  (c)  dragging  the 
tempo,  and  (d)  "pepping  up"  the 
music,  thereby  losing  the  signifi- 
cance and  dignity  of  "many  of  our 
best  hymns.  (Congregations  must 
be  absolved  from  blame  in  perpe- 
trating  this   last-named   sin,   for   in 


this  case  they  are  usually  following 
a  leader  who  imagines  that  congre- 
gational singing  must  be  "peppy"  in 
order  to  be  good.) — N.W.F. 


Getting  More  Out  of  the  Hymnal 


OF  COURSE  you  can  sing  better 
if  you  can  sing  well;  but  if 
your  best  is  still  bad,  or  if 
you  cannot  sing  at  all,  then  what? 
Let  us  ask  a  simple  question. 
Whether  I  can  sing  well  or  not,  how 
can  I  myself  get  more  out  of  church 
hymns? 

FIRST:  Use  the  hymnal  as  a  book 
of  prayer  and  as  a  guide  to  prayer 
and  meditation.    Most  hymns   in  it 
are,  in  fact,  prayers;  so  they  were 
when  they  were   first   written,   and 
so    they    are    today.     Even    though 
most  of  our  churches  do  not  supply 
the  racks  in  the  pews  with  Bibles, 
as    they    should,    they    do    supply 
hymnals  for   every  pew,   so  that   a 
hymnal  is  within  easy  reach.    You 
are  spiritually  alert  and  so  you  come 
early  to  church  to  get  into  the  right 
spirit     before    the     service     begins. 
After   having   taken   your   place   in 
the  pews  and  having  offered  silent 
and  personal  prayer,  you  open  the 
hymnal   and   leaf   through   it.    The 
topical  index  helps  you  find  some- 
thing in  the  range  of  your  need.    If 
you  are  discouraged  and  lonely,  look 
in  the  section,   Inner  Strength  and 
Peace  (or  a  similar  heading).    Read 
slowly   to   yourself,   thinking   about 
every    word    as   you    read,    such    a 
hymn  as  O  Love  That  Wilt  Not  Let 
Me   Go   or   Open   My   Eyes   That   I 
May  See,  and  let  that  be  the  prayer 
of  your  heart.    If  you  have  mission- 
ary friends  across  the  seas,  offer  for 
them  the  prayer  hymn,  Thou  Whose 
Almighty  Hand. 

When  your  sins  lie  heavily  on 
your  heart,  confess  them  in  silently 
reading  such  a  hymn  as  Now  Re- 
ceive Us  as  Repentant,  or  Weary 
Soul,  by  Sin  Oppressed.  Exploring 
the  hymnal  in  such  fashion  Sunday 
after  Sunday,  you  will  find  it  more 
and  more  helpful  in  expressing  the 


unspoken  desires  and  confessions  of 
your  heart. 

SECOND:  Use  the  hymnal  to 
bring  the  meaning  of  the  sermon 
home  to  you.  The  minister  will 
have  chosen  at  least  one  of  the 
hymns,  perhaps  all,  with  the  special 
idea  that  the  poetry  and  music 
might  express  more  movingly  than 
he  could  do  in  prose  the  message 
that  is  on  his  heart.  If  your  church 
has  a  hymn  board  or  bulletin,  read 
over  the  announced  hymns  before 
the  service,  so  as  to  be  early  in  the 
right  mood  to  get  the  most  out  of 
the  sermon. 

THIRD:  Use  the  hymnal  to  ab- 
sorb Christian  teaching  and  ideas. 
Many  a  hymn  is  not  so  much  a 
prayer  as  a  sermon.    Prayer  Is  the 


Soul's  Sincere  Desire  is  a  great  ser- 
mon on  prayer.  'Tis  Midnight  and 
on  Olive's  Brow  brings  us  vividly 
the  picture  of  Gethsemane.  Many  a 
hymn  puts  the  doctrine  of  grace  in 
a  most  moving  form,  such  as  Great 
Is  Thy  Faithfulness.  Hark!  Hark! 
My  Soul  is  a  comforting  message  to 
those  who  stand  in  the  fear  of  death. 
Christian  doctrine  in  every  phase 
can  often  be  taken  better  in  poems 
than  in  catechisms. 

FOURTH :  When  hymns  are  called 
for,  do  open  the  hymnal  even  if  you 
do  not  sing  a  note.  Share  the  book 
with  someone,  read  the  hymn  as  the 
congregation  sings  it,  line  by  line, 
and  think  what  it  means.  Some 
Christians  are  uneasy  about  singing 
words  they  do  not  literally  believe, 
but  you  should  be  generous  about 
this.  Even  if  a  hymn  bespeaks  nar- 
row theology  (as  some  do),  at  least 
it  does  express  part  of  a  wider  truth, 
and  you  can  mentally  add  to  it  what- 
ever it  may  need  to  be  more  fully 
Christian. 

FIFTH:  If  you  keep  on  doing  these 
things,  one  of  these  days  you  will 
want  to  hear  some  hymn  that  you 
have  learned  to  love  only  by  reading 
it;  and  you  will  ask  the  minister  or 
the  song  leader  to  have  it  sung.  When 
he  has  recovered  from  the  shock  he 
will  happily  plan  to  have  it  done; 
and  very  likely  the  congregation 
will  take  to  it,  and  you  can  have 
the  satisfaction  of  having  helped 
another  heart.  For  every  good  new 
hymn  learned  and  loved  means  an- 
other window  through  which  the 
worshiping  soul  looks  toward  heav- 
en and  God,  Christ  and  immortality. 


Every  Worshiper  a  Minister  of  Music 

All  the  members  of  the  congregation,  the  common  people  without  title  whom  God  so 
loves,  can  do  much  to  help  develop  the  music  and  worship  of  the  church.  Here  are 
some  suggestions: 

1.  Arrive  at  the  service  ahead  of  time,  find  the  proper  pew,  and  cease  all  conversation 
when  the  prelude  begins. 

2.  Sing  with  every  hymn  which  is  sung  by  the  congregation. 

3.  Share  the  hymnbook  with  a  neighbor. 

4.  Watch  the  director  and  follow  his  leading. 

5.  Willingly  try  to  sing  new  or  unfamiliar  hymns  when  they   are  used. 

6.  Develop  church  music  in  the  home: 

a.  Let  mothers  sing  at  their  work  in  the  morning,  so  that  the  little  ones  as  they 
awaken  will  first  of  all  hear  their  mother  singing  hymns  of  praise.  It  will  be  a 
holy  benediction  throughout  their  lives. 

b.  Sing  hymns  at  family  worship,  or  around  the  table  for  grace. 

c.  Listen  to  good  music  over  the  radio. 

d.  If  the  radio  program  includes  a  hymn  which  is  familiar,  have  the  family  sing  with 
the  radio. 
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Vali     boys'     school     in 
1930.      Many    of    these 
boys  are  stalwart  Chris- 
tian men  today 


W.  G.  Kinzie 


A  Visitors'   Book  Speaks 


WHEN  visiting  the  Vali  school, 
I  looked  at  the  visitors'  book. 
Its  pages  were  yellow.  Al- 
though I  had  seen  the  book  many 
times  before  I  had  never  taken  the 
time  to  examine  it  thoroughly.  This 
time  I  looked  through  it  carefully 
and  I  was  impressed  with  the  brief 
messages  on  its  pages  and  with  the 
names  of  those  who  had  written 
them. 

Since  these  statements  show  the 
history  and  the  growth  of  the  school 
over  a  period  of  some  fifteen  years  I 
decided  to  copy  them  and  share  them 
with  friends  who  would  be  interested 
in  the  growth  of  a  school  of  this  kind. 

September  10,  1919.  I  spent  the 
forenoon  with  the  different  classes. 
The  teachers  all  seem  doing  their 
best.— W.  B.  Stover. 

June  1,  1920.  I  visited  the  Vali 
school  today.  Under  conditions,  the 
teachers  are  doing  very  good  work. 
The  needs  as  to  buildings,  apparatus, 
etc.,  only  the  mission  can  supply. 
I.  S.  Long. 

February  2,  1921.  Visited  the  Vali 
school  from  January  29  to  February 
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1.  Attendance  116.  Boarding  and  liv- 
ing quarters  good.  The  industrial 
work  is  well  planned.  The  classes 
meet  in  the  church.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter if  there  were  school  buildings. 
The  teaching  seems  to  be  competent. 
I  was  especially  pleased  with  the 
physical  training.  H.  F.  Harnly,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas. 

February  1,  1921.  Today  I  visited 
the  Vali  Boarding  School  and  en- 
joyed the  work.  The  students  showed 
that  they  had  their  lessons  well  pre- 
pared and  the  teaching  staff  ap- 
peared very  competent.  When  I  saw 
such  a  school  in  Rajpipla,  I  had  to 
rub  my  eyes  a  bit  to  realize  that 
these  splendid  boys  were  not  in 
America.  I  am  glad  for  such  a  school 
at  Vali.  J.  H.  B.  Williams,  Elgin,  III. 

February  2,  1921.  I  take  pleasure 
in  saying  a  few  words  in  this  book 
regarding  my  happy  visit  to  Vali 
church  and  boarding  school.  It  is 
encouraging  to  see  so  many  boys  and 
teachers  work  together  in  study  and 
teaching.  Some  day  you  will  help 
India  to  better  things.  God  bless 
you.  J.  J.  Yoder,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

October  17,  1923.  Visited  the  Vali 
school  today  as  well  as  the  boarding 


and  farm.  Judging  by  the  recent 
exams,  the  cleanliness  of  the  board- 
ing and  good  crops  in  the  fields,  we 
feel  sure  the  teachers  are  doing  good 
work.  Personally  I  feel  like  congrat- 
ulating all  who  have  a  part  in  this 
good  work.   I.  S.  Long. 

October  17,  1923.  Visited  the  Vali 
school  and  boarding  today.  The  re- 
port of  recent  examinations  show  an 
improvement  in  work  by  the  teach- 
ers, which  is  gratifying.  The  board- 
ing is  clean  and  well  arranged.  The 
barn  is  well  arranged  and  modern. 
The  animals  look  in  good  condition. 
The  fields  cultivated  by  housemaster 
are  the  best  in  the  vicinity.  The 
garden  is  a  fine  piece  of  work,  some- 
thing for  anyone  to  be  pleased  with. 

Shortness  of  time  did  not  allow  me 
to  make  a  very  close  examination, 
but  I  saw  everything  in  everyday 
clothes.   Arthur  S.  B.  Miller. 

October  13,  1924.  Looked  in  on  the 
school  a  few  minutes  this  morning. 
All  seems  in  good  condition.  Pupils 
active,  wide  awake  and  responsive. 
Teachers  seem  enthusiastic.  Over  all 
pervades  an  atmosphere  of  work,  a 
thing  which  seems  to  be  much  de- 
sired.— J.  E.  Wagoner. 


February  3,  1925.  My  impression  is 
that  the  school  and  all  connected 
with  it  show  fine  order.  There  is 
shown  real  earnestness  by  pupils 
and  teachers.  The  atmosphere  of 
harmony  is  impressive  and  fine.  The 
idea  of  conducting  study,  work  and 
play  together  is  ideal.  Much  praise 
is  due  to  the  responsible  leaders.  F. 
H.  Crumpacker,  Shansi,  China. 

September  24,  1926.  I  paid  a  flying 
visit  to  the  Vali  school  and  was  glad 
to  see  that  all  the  teachers  of  this 
school  are  very  social  and  polite.  It 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  all 
the  students  studying  in  this  school 
are  taught  to  be  clean  and  tidy.  The 
conductors  of  this  school  can  take 
pride  in  having  been  able  to  spread 
education,  especially  among  the  Bhil 
community  on  such  a  wider  scale.  I 
must  admit  that  it  is  only  Christian 
missionaries  who  are  trying  their 
best  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  backward  classes.  Though  I 
know  that  this  school  is  conducted  by 
religious  men,  let  me  humbly  sug- 
gest to  give  a  character  education  to 
its  students,  side  by  side  with  re- 
ligion. Universal  brotherhood  is  a 
fundamental  principle  of  Christian- 
ity and  so  I  hope  that  all  the  students 
are  taught  to  be  loving  and  kind  that 
they  may  be  rightly  called  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ.  A.  D.  Patel,  a 
preacher  of  Hinduism. 

January  31,  1927.  Today  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  the  Vali  school. 
Impressed  with  the  earnest  studious- 
ness  of  these  future  leaders  of  India. 
All  who  share  in  the  care  and  sup- 
port of  this  work  deserve  much 
praise.    Chas.  D.  Bonsack,  Elgin,  III. 

September  22,  1927.  I  visited  all  of 
the  standards  in  the  Vali  school  to- 
day. Both  teachers  and  pupils  seem 
to  be  interested  in  the  work,  and  as 
much  as  can  be  determined  by  a 
short  visit,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
school  is  well  managed  and  well  con- 
ducted. L.  A.  Blickenstaff. 

September  9,  1929.  I  visited  the 
classes  of  the  Vali  school  briefly  this 
morning  and  was  well  pleased  to 
find  both  teachers  and  students  in- 
terested in  doing  faithful  work.  The 
progress  made  in  the  use  of  the  story 
method  of  teaching  reading  is  espe- 
cially gratifying.   I.  W.  Moomanv. 

January  18,  1934.  Visited  the  Vali 
school  today  and  am  well  pleased 
with  the  work  in  general.  The  story 
method  for  teaching  reading  seems 
to  be  giving  splendid  results.  The 
headmaster  is  caring  for  the  work 
of  the  hostel  and  also  teaching  three 
standards.    This  is  commendable. 

I      appreciate      the      contribution 


which  this  school  has  made  thus  far 
toward  a  more  abundant  life  and 
pray  that  even  though  the  enroll- 
ment is  small,  the  school  will  still 
continue  to  serve  the  community 
here  in  a  noble  way.  There  is  a 
grand  opportunity  for  all  who  serve. 
I.  W.  Moomaw. 

August  11,  1950.  The  Vali  school 
has  produced  such  men  as  Peter  D. 
Thakor,  who  is  one  of  our  leaders  of 
this  area  and  is  an  evangelist;  Sur- 
janlal  R.  Bhagat,  engaged  in  pastoral 
work;  John  Kalidas,  who  for  many 
years  has  served  as  an  evangelistic 
teacher,  Amersingh  Bhotilal,  who  is 
a  mission  teacher;  Manhurlal  Raman, 
Samson  Lallubhai,  Jacob  Kalidas,  all 
teachers  and  workers;  and,  finally, 
Chotulal  Patel,  who  is  patel  of  the 
village.  These,  along  with  many 
others,  got  their  start  in  the  Vali 
school.  The  school  has  also  been 
served  by  several  outstanding  teach- 
ers, such  as  Peter  D.  Thakor, 
evangelist,  Pastors  Ishwerlal  L. 
Khristachauri  and  Nagarji  D.  Bha- 
gat, and  evangelist  Benjamin  Joni. 
Wm.  G.  Kinzie. 


Three  Goals  of  the  Church 
in  China 

Ernest  L.  Ikenberry 

Shanghai,  China 

The  Chinese  Protestant  church  is 
definitely  headed  for  complete  self- 
control,  self-propagation,  and  self- 
support.  Three  to  five  years  will 
likely  see  this  accomplished.  Self- 
control  is  already  here  in  a  very 
true  sense.  We  missionaries  rejoice 
that  it  is  and  that  the  Chinese 
Church  has  some  wonderfully  able, 
consecrated  and  experienced  church 
leaders  at  the  helm.  Self-propaga- 
tion is  rather  rapidly  shaping  up. 
To  hear  how  the  Christian  laymen 
are  taking  responsibility,  to  witness 
for  their  faith  and  to  have  a  concern 
that  the  church  expand  and  go  for- 
ward are  heartening.  Our  own 
Brethren  show  this  trend.  Self-sup- 
port cannot  come  into  being  abrupt- 
ly. Both  within  and  outside  the 
church  leaders  realize  this.  There 
will  be  no  sudden  pressure  to  stop 
financial  aid  from  the  older  churches 
abroad.  However,  insistence  that  in 
due  time  the  Chinese  Church  be- 
comes self  supporting   is  likely. 

In  the  present  situation  aid  is 
especially  needed  for  the  Christian 
institutions  (schools,  hospitals,  and 
so  forth).  I  expect  mission  boards 
will  not  be  happy  about  helping  to 
pay  taxes  but  they  should  be  clear 
in  this  matter;  every  private  house, 
land  and  institution  is  taxed.    Sta- 


bilization of  the  economy  of  the 
whole  country  is  being  accom- 
plished. There  are  reductions  for 
various  kinds  of  institutions  such  as 
schools,  hospitals,  orphanages.  This 
varies  in  application  in  many  areas. 
Some  get  large  reductions,  some 
very  little.  As  far  as  one  can  learn, 
Christian  institutions  are  very  fairly 
treated  with  no  discrimination 
against  them,  but  the  economic  sit- 
uation of  schools  and  hospitals,  of 
course,  is  affected;  they  have  never 
had  much  surplus  but  have  barely 
made  out  with  some  help  from  mis- 
sions. As  far  as  mission  funds  for 
paying  local  pastors  is  concerned, 
that  will  rapidly  dwindle;  self-sup- 
port at  the  local  church  level  is 
bound  to  come  rapidly.  In  the  North 
China  Brethren  Church  none  of  our 
mission  grant  will  be  used  for  pay- 
ing pastors.  The  churches  are  car- 
rying on  with  unpaid,  mostly  lay 
preachers.  Doubtless  mission  per- 
sonnel will  continue  to  dwindle. 

The  emphasis  for  the  present  and 
immediate  years  ahead  on  the  part 
of  mission  policy  would  seem  to  be 
on  helping  the  Chinese  Church  to 
help  herself  to  arrive  at  the  above 
three  goals,  administration,  propa- 
gation and  complete  self-support,  as 
soon  as  possible.  For  our  Brethren 
that  would  seem  to  me  to  involve 
the  following:  (a)  help  to  train 
workers  and  laymen.  North  China 
Brethren  favor  more  aid  here;  they 
think  more  Brethren  young  people 
should  be  prepared  for  church  lead- 
ership and  some  laymen  helped  in 
getting  some  vocational  training 
and/or  help  in  farm  technique  in 
short  courses  at  the  North  China 
Christian  Rural  Service  Union,  (b) 
Some  kind  of  self-help  for  our  pas- 
tors which  may  involve  some  funds 
for  equipment  and/or  special  train- 
ing, (c)  Meanwhile  extra  help  to 
institutions  during  the  difficult  eco- 
nomic strain,  i.e.,  more  help  to  the 
two  hospitals  in  West  China  and 
some  to  the  school  at  On  Fun,  if 
needed.  In  the  larger  program  of 
the  Christian  movement  certainly 
our  mission  should  continue  help 
to  the  National  Christian  Council 
program,  rural  service  unions,  and 
Christian  literature.  We  also  should 
consider  help  to  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China  now  that  the  South 
China  Brethren  have  entered  that 
body  (and  it  is  probable  that  the 
North  China  Brethren  Church  will 
join  the  Chinese  Christian  Council; 
in  fact  we  should  hope  that  they 
will  do  so  before  the  mission  period 
closes.) 
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Summer  Pastors 


A  FAITHFUL  layman  in  a  local 
church  served  by  a  1950  sum- 
mer pastor  testifies  to  the 
great  value  in  a  summer  pastoral 
program  for  the  local  church.  Roger 
Cave  of  the  Liberty  church  of 
Southern  Illinois  says,  "In  evaluat- 
ing the  experience  of  the  local 
church  with  a  summer  pastor  it  is 
hard  to  express  in  words.  In  prepa- 
ration for  our  summer  pastor  we 
furnished  the  parsonage  and  made 
a  garden.  This  common  interest 
within  the  congregation  has  contin- 
ued with  the  group  working  for  the 
pastor's  comfort  and  well-being. 

"We  have  appreciated  the  visita- 
tion and  services  that  the  pastor 
and  his  wife  have  carried  on.  The 
enthusiasm  of  our  summer  pastor 
is  contagious  and  the  church  is  the 
stronger  for  his  spiritual  direction. 

"The  opportunity  of  having  a 
summer  pastor  is  unique  in  so  many 
ways  that  I  recommend  it  to  any 
local  congregation  which  is  without 
the    services    of   a   regular   pastor." 

Leonard  Carlisle,  summer  pastor 
during  the  summer  of  1950  at  the 
Garber  church  in  the  Northern 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
district,  appreciates  the  opportunity 
to  serve  the  kingdom  interests  in 
this  Iowa  church  before  he  returns 
to    Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    for 


his  last  year  of  study.  He  says  about 
the  summer  pastorate,  "The  summer 
pastorate  provides  the  student  min- 
ister with  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  growth  in  Christian  grace  by 
allowing  him,  first,  time  for  frequent 
fellowship  with  God  and,  second, 
a  place  for  serving  him.  The  experi- 
ence gained  in  preaching,  personal 
prayer,  visiting  and  learning  to  love 
everyone  is  invaluable.  Such  ex- 
periences cause  one  to  realize  how 
much  he  has  to  learn  and  yet  there 
is  a  great  challenge  to  grow  and  to 
be  a  real  blessing  to  God." 

Raymond  R.  Peters,  now  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board,  gives  the  following 
testimonial  for  the  summer  pastoral 
experience,  "I  served  as  a  summer 
pastor  in  1927.  Those  three  months 
stand  out  in  my  church  experience 
as  being  unique.  It  was  during  that 
summer  that  I  preached  my  first 
evangelistic  sermons,  administered 
Christian  baptism,  visited  the  sick, 
took  boys  on  overnight  camping 
trips,  and  in  many  other  ways  tried 
to  be  helpful  to  people  in  the  name 
of  Christ. 

"During  the  days,  nights  and 
weeks  of  that  summer  I  examined 
anew  my  commitment  to  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  As  I  returned  to 
Bridgewater  College  that  fall  there 


Leonard,  Brian,  Inez  and  Wayne  Carlisle 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


All  who  contribute  to  the  Broth- 
erhood Fund  have  a  part  in  this 
great  program.  The  summer  pastors 
we  train  today  will  be  our  church 
leaders  tomorrow!  Your  contribu- 
tion to  the  Achievement  Offering 
will  help  undergird  the  total  work 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


was  no  question  in  my  mind  about 
the  direction  my  life  should  take. 
I  was  committed  to  serve  the 
church! 

"I  shall  always  be  most  grateful 
for  the  summer  pastoral  plan." 

1950  Summer  Pastors  and 
Churches 

Anderson,  Ralph  W. — Surrey  and  Minot 
churches,   North   Dakota. 

Atkinson,  Earl — Knobley  church,  First  West 
Virginia. 

Berkey,  Byron — Burr  Oak  church,  North- 
western Kansas. 

Boose,  Raymond  R.  —  Pleasant  Grove 
church.  North  Carolina. 

Bowser,  D.  Luke  —  Rouzerville  church, 
Southern    Pennsylvania. 

Bucher,  Gordon  W. — Liberty  church,  South- 
ern Illinois. 

Carlisle,  Leonard  B.  —  Garber  church, 
Northern  Iowa,  Minn.,   &  S.  Dak. 

Cook,  Alvin  C— Ozawkie  church,  North- 
eastern   Kansas. 

Dennison,  Paul — Ladoga  church,  Southern 
Indiana. 

Ditmars,  John  —  Mont  Ida  church,  South- 
eastern   Kansas. 

Flory,  B.  M.,  Jr. — Spindale  church,  North 
Carolina. 

Flory,  Daniel  C.  —  Sunny  land  church, 
Florida. 

Gosnell,  John  "W. — Pleasant  Dale  house, 
Daleville,  First  Virginia. 

Harsh,  Norman  L. — Pleasant  Hill  church, 
Second   West  Virginia. 

Kintner,  Emory — Hicksville  church,  North- 
western Ohio. 

Lawson,  Wayne — Bowmont  church,  Idaho. 

Lehman,  Earl  S—  Antelope  Valley  church, 
Oklahoma. 

Lenker,  Eugene  —  Snow  Creek  and  New 
Bethel   church,    Southern   Virginia. 

Lichty,  D.  Eugene  —  Mountain  Grove 
church,  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Lyons,  Edward  E. — Honey  Creek  church, 
Northern   Missouri. 

Mow,  Merrill — Hollywood  church,  Eastern 
Virginia. 

Rowland,  Earl  —  Antioch  church,  Henry 
Fork  house.  Southern  Virginia. 

Sayre,  John — Locust  Grove  church,  Eastern 
Virginia. 

Smeltzer,  Ralph  E.— Auten  chapel,  North- 
ern Indiana. 

Snowden,  Armon  —  Fruitdale  and  Cedar 
Creek  churches  (Alabama),  Tennessee. 

Sollenberger,  Donald  —  Zion  church, 
Michigan. 

Speicher,  Richard  D. — Oregon  churches. 

Stern,  Irven — Guthrie  church,  Oklahoma. 

Strausbaugh,  Maurice  —  Spring  Mount 
church,  Middle  Pennsylvania. 

Wampler,  Stanley  R.  —  Pleasant  View 
church,   Northern   Virginia. 

Wenger,  Edward  —  Chippewa  Valley 
church.  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 


General 

Religious  News  .  .  . 

Quakers    Sponsor   Seminars 
for   Students 

Twenty-eight  students  represent- 
ing sixteen  different  countries  at- 
tended an  international  seminar  at 
Avon  Old  Farms  School,  near  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee. Most  of  them  were  young 
men  and  women  studying  for  ad- 
vanced degrees  in  American  colleges 
and  universities. 

The  seminar  was  one  of  nine  held 
this  summer  under  Quaker  auspices 
in  this  country.  They  aimed  to  pro- 
vide a  "living  experience  in  inter- 
national understanding"  and  to 
encourage  a  "lasting  and  intelligent 
commitment  to  world  peace  on  the 
part  of  well-qualified  students  of 
many  nations,  races  and  religions." 

The  program  included  morning 
lecture-discussions,  recreation  or 
field  trips  in  the  afternoon  and  spe- 
cial lectures  or  events  in  the  eve- 
ning. A  public  meeting,  with  a 
different  visiting  lecturer  as  speak- 
er, was  held  once  each  week. 

Conference    Sets    Goals    for 
Christian  Parent  Education 

I  A  national  conference   on  educa- 

tion of  Christian  parents  stressed 
the  importance  of  the  family  in 
implementing  Christian  understand- 
ing of  the  worth  of  the  individual. 
"As  a  child  of  God,"  the  confer- 
ence said,  "each  person  commands 
our  respect  and  elicits  our  love 
without  regard  to  his  achievements, 
beliefs,  racial  or  cultural  back- 
ground or  his  status  in  our  society." 

Conference  workshops  studied 
community  development  through 
church  and  home;  co-operation  of 
state,  city  and  denominational 
groups  in  improving  family  life 
within  a  geographical  area;  the 
function  of  religion  in  the  family; 
techniques  for  promoting  a  family- 
centered  church  program;  and  the 
family's  role  in  developing  social 
attitudes  and  action. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  confer- 
ence, each  workshop  presented  its 
findings.  The  group  which  studied 
community  development  through 
church  and  home  recommended  that 
spiritual  development  must  be  an 
important  goal  of  any  sound  educa- 
tional program.  It  urged  that  evan- 
gelistic work  be  directed  at  all 
members  of  the  community,  assert- 
ing that  "age  is  not  a  criterion." 
The  workshop  called  upon  the 
church  to   "give   guidance  to  youth 


so  that  they  will  select  vocations 
in  relation  to  community  needs  and 
religious  ideals." 

The  workshop  studying  co-opera- 
tion of  regional  and  denominational 
groups  in  improving  family  life 
recommended  the  promotion  of  pro- 
grams to  improve  family  life  within 
the  local  church  and  the  community. 
It  also  urged  that  steps  be  taken 
to  arouse  the  interest  and  develop 
the  skills  of  clergymen  in  a  program 
for   the   betterment    of   family    life. 

The  group  studying  the  function 
of  religion  in  the  family  called  upon 
the  church  to  make  the  development 
of  wholesome  Christian  life  a  major 
objective.  Church  leaders,  it  said, 
"must  seek  new  and  better  ways  of 
making  religion  vital  to  family  ex- 
perience." The  church,  it  added, 
should  provide  and  place  in  the 
hands  of  parents  materials  which 
help  them  understand  how  religion 
functions  in  everyday  living.  It 
should  offer  parents  opportunities 
for  sharing  resources,  skills,  and 
"insights  for  family  living.  The 
church  must  emphasize  the  fact  that 
curriculum  materials  for  family 
learning  are  found  in  the  day-by-day 
experiences  and  relations  within 
the  home  and  within  the  commu- 
nity; that  parents  are  teachers 
whether  they  choose  to  be  or  not." 


The  workshop  concerned  with 
promoting  a  family-centered  church 
program  said  that  since  "the  most 
important  place  where  persons  live 
together  is  in  the  home,"  the  church 
must  put  the  home  at  the  center  of 
its  program.  "Its  primary  task  must 
be  the  guiding  and  enriching  of 
family  living,  based  on  faith  in  God. 
Only  as  it  serves  the  members  of 
families  within  their  own  homes, 
can  the  church  hope  to  save  the 
world." 

Increased    Religious    Interest 
Reported   in   Canada 

There  is  a  quickening  of  interest 
in  religion  which  has  netted  signif- 
icant gains  in  membership  for 
Canadian  churches  in  the  last  few 
years,  a  survey  shows.  Parallel  with 
the  growth  of  interest  in  religion 
has  been  an  increased  interest 
among  church  people  in  the  ecu- 
menical (world  church  co-opera- 
tion) movement,  culminating  in  the 
holding  of  twelve  international 
church  conferences  in  Canada  this 
summer. 

Some  church  leaders  interviewed 
said  that  the  renewed  interest  in 
religion  heralds  the  beginning  of 
an  era  in  which  religion  will  play 
an   increasingly   larger   role    in   the 


Thinking  About  the  News       Desmond  w.  Bitunger 


America  Endangered 

THE  morning  paper  announced 
that  up  to  the  present  three 
fourths  of  the  young  men 
drafted  in  one  of  our  states  were 
being  dismissed  as  unfit  for  military 
duly.  Reasons  for  unfitness  were 
mainly  these:  physical  inadequacy, 
mental  or  psychiatric  deficiency,  and 
illiteracy. 

I  read  it  over  again.  Surely  it 
could  not  be  that  three  fourths  of 
the  young  men  of  one  entire  state 
were  unfit.  One  tenth  would  be 
high;  one  fourth  would  be  alarming; 
three  fourths  must  be  a  mistake. 
But  there  it  was  in  black  and  white: 
Three  fourths! 

What  is  America's  most  valuable 
asset?  Is  it  not  her  youth?  In  strict- 
est reality  is  not  her  only  asset  the 
youth  of  her  broad  acres  and  piled 
up  cities?  If  they  are  ineffective  or 
fail  to  carry  forward  our  faith  and 
tradition,  what  have  we  left?  If 
they  fail  to  utilize  our  other  assets, 
iron,  coal,  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
our  accumulated  knowledge  and 
know-how,  how  then  shall  these 
things  be  utilized?    Are  they  assets 


at  all  if  the  youth  who  should  utilize 
them  are  three  fourths  ineffective 
— ineffective  both  mentally  and 
physically? 

We  are  determined  to  pour  out 
our  final  resources  to  protect  de- 
mocracy in  faraway  places.  Our 
papers  are  full  of  our  high  resolves 
in  this  respect  and  our  radio  com- 
mentators threaten  to  become  croon- 
ers as  they  comment  about  it.  But 
no  one  says  much  about  doing  some- 
thing to  save  democracy  at  its 
source — in  the  minds  and  lives  of  the 
youth  who  must  carry  it  forward. 

Some  of  democracy's  enemies  de- 
stroying it  at  the  vital  source  are: 
alcohol,  venereal  disease,  dissipa- 
tion, prejudice  against  all  other  peo- 
ple who  are  different  from  ourselves, 
fear  of  those  whom  we  do  not  know 
well,  lack  of  sufficient  funds  to  edu- 
cate our  youth,  lack  of  idealism  and 
a  purpose  for  living,  irreligion. 

These  are  real  enemies.  Statistics 
indicate  that  already  they  have  laid 
their  mark  on  three  fourths  of  the 
youth  of  one  of  our  states.  Is  the 
proportion  as  high  in  the  others? 
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affairs  of  the  everyday  life  of  the 
average  Canadian.  All  church  lead- 
ers agreed  that  a  revival  was  needed 
in  the  face  of  the  inroads  of  secular- 
ism and  materialism  on  Canadian 
life. 

Religious  leaders  generally  noted 
a  deepening  of  devotional  life  as 
vouched  for  by  increased  attend- 
ance at  regular  church  services  and 
other  activities,  and  the  revival 
of  church  lay  groups  in  many 
denominations. 

Theological    Students    Take 
Training  at  State  Hospitals 

Five  theological  students  were  at 
the  New  Jersey  state  hospital  this 
summer  to  learn  how  to  help  people 
with  problems.  They  were  members 
of  the  clinical  pastoral  training  pro- 
gram which  is  under  the  joint 
auspices  of  the  state  institution  and 
the  Council  for  Clinical  Training 
Inc.,  New  York.  The  latter  is  cele- 
brating its  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
this  year,  and  has  trained  some  1,200 
theology  students  and  ministers  in 
dealing  with  problem  personalities. 

The  Trenton  training  center  was 
one  of  twenty-three  similar  centers 
conducted  in  general  and  mental 
hospitals  and  correctional  institu- 
tions throughout  the  U.S.  this  sum- 
mer; 150  students  from  51  theological 
seminaries  were  enrolled. 

The  training  included  clinics,  a 
study  of  personality  functions,  tech- 
niques of  counseling,  seminars  and 
discussion  of  personal  living  prob- 
lems. Through  their  studies,  the 
students  will  be  able  to  apply  more 
effectively  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity to  meet  individual  needs. 


Weddings  .  .  . 


Briggs-Brim. — Joe  T.  Briggs  and  Joy  Ann 
Brim,  both  of  Flora,  Ind.,  Aug.  13,  1950,  in 
the  Flora  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora,  Ind. 

Case-Hoover. — Ivan  F.  Case  of  Louisville, 
Ohio,  and  Pauline  E.  Hoover  of  Freeburg, 
Ohio,  in  the  Freeburg  parsonage,  Aug.  6, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Dale  E.  Gib- 
boney,  Paris,  Ohio. 

Cooper-Rudacille. — Ray  L.  Cooper  of 
Browntown,  Va.,  and  Elsie  V.  Rudacille  of 
Glen  Echo,  Va.,  July  1,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned at  his  home. — Fenton  H.  Platter, 
Front  Royal,  Va. 

Cox-Filley.— W.  W.  Cox  and  Mrs.  Mae  E. 
Filley  at  the  Ferris  B.  Filley  home,  Dunn 
Loring,  Va.,  July  15,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—DeWitt  L.  Miller,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Dennision-Rinebarger. — Donald  R.  Den- 
niston  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Wavelene 
Rinebarger  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  July  8, 
1950,  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— James  M.  Moore,  Union  City, 
Ind. 

Doflerer-Arbaugh. — David  K.  Dotterer  of 
Union  Bridge,  Md.,  and  Mary  Louise  Ar- 
baugh  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  in  the  Pipe 


Creek  church,  Md.,  April  15,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Samuel  A.  Harley,  Linwood, 
Md. 

Edwards-Terrell. — James  B.  Edwards  of 
Fort  Meyers,  Va.,  and  Cecelia  E.  Terrell  of 
Riverton,  Va.,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed at  his  home. — Fenton  H.  Platter, 
Front  Royal,  Va. 

Engle-Walker. — Wayne  R.  Engle  and 
Frances  H.  Walker,  both  6f  Salisbury,  Pa., 
July  16,  1950,  in  the  Salisbury  church  by 
their  pastor,  the  undersigned. — A.  Jay  Rep- 
logle,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

Fackler-Brandl. — E.  Leroy  Fackler  of 
Hershey,  Pa.,  and  Arlene  F.  Brandt  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Aug.  14,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned  at  his  home. — J.  Floyd  Wine, 
Winchester,  Va. 

Greer-Hagaman. — James  E.  Greer  and 
Donna  J.  Hagaman  Aug.  6,  1950,  in  the 
Canton  church.  111.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
C.  H.  Cameron,  Canton,  111. 

Grimes-Bange. — Russel  R.  Grimes  of  Lin- 
wood, Md.,  and  Mary  V.  Bange  of  Union 
Bridge,  Md.,  Aug.  16,  1950,  in  the  parson- 
age by  the  undersigned. — Samuel  A.  Har- 
ley, Linwood,  Md. 

Haldeman-Shearer. — David  G.  Haldeman 
of  Bird  in  Hand,  Pa.,  and  Mary  E.  Shearer 
of  Rheems,  Pa.,  in  the  Florin  church,  Pa., 
May  13,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— S.  S. 
Shearer,  Rheems,  Pa. 

Henline-Miller. — William  O.  Henline  and 
Vadne  F.  Miller  of  Grantsville,  Md.,  Aug. 
12,  1950,  in  the  Evangelical  Reformed 
church,  Grantsville  by  the  undersigned. — 
J.  C.  Beahm,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Hylton-Slehman. — Dale  Hylton  of  Willis, 
Va.,  and  Gladys  Stehman  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  in 
the  Elizabethtown  church,  Aug.  20,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa. 

Jeffers-Bishop. — Sonny  Jeffers  of  Spring- 
er, N.  Mex.,  and  Marianna  Bishop  of  Mi- 
ami, N.  Mex.,  in  the  Miami  church,  July 
23,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— H.  M.  Cop- 
pock,  Miami,  N.  Mex. 

Johnson-Smallwood. — Arthur  G.  Johnson 
of  Grottoes,  Va.,  and  Blanche  M.  Small- 
wood  of  Crimora,  Va.,  Aug.  12,  1950,  in  the 


Middle  River  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Floyd  Mitchell,   Grottoes,  Va. 

Keiser-Barnharl. — Donald  L.  Keiser  and 
Phyllis  J.  Barnhart,  both  of  Lafayette,  Ind., 
in  the  home  of  the  bride,  Aug.  25,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville, 
Ind. 

Knisely-Chapple. — Richard  C.  Knisely  of 
Shade  Gap,  Pa.,  and  Patty  Lou  Chappie  of 
Mifflintown,  Pa.,  June  19,  1950,  by  the-  un- 
dersigned at  his  home. — J.  Floyd  Wine, 
Winchester,  Va. 

Koons-Funk. — Carol  Koons  and  Vera 
Funk,  both  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  the 
Stover  Memorial  church,  Des  Moines,  Aug. 
13,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Dale  Brown, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Lehman-Spiva. — Donald  L.  Lehman  and 
Beverly  N.  Spiva,  July  30,  1950,  in  the 
Canton  church,  111.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
C.  H.  Cameron,  Canton,  111. 

Leicht-Wolgemuth. — Paul  Leicht  and 
Jean  Wolgemuth,  both  of  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  Aug.  19,  1950,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  by  Rev.  Paul  McBeth. — Nevin  H. 
Zuck,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Lyman-Hardy. — Donald  L.  Lyman  of 
Azusa,  Calif.,  and  Beverly  Y.  Hardy  of 
Glendora,  Calif.,  Aug.  13,  1950,  in  the 
Glendora  church,  Calif.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Galen  K.  Walker,  Glendora,  Calif. 

Marlin-Givler. — Noah  S.  Martin  of  New 
Holland,  Pa.,  and  Violet  P.  Givler  of  Eph- 
rata,  Pa.,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  Ephrata 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wilfred  N. 
Stauffer,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

McClusky-Kuenzel. — Bill  McClusky  and 
June  Kuenzel,  both  of  Pontiac,  Mich.,  July 
1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  at  his  home. 
— L.  W.   Shafer,   Pontiac,   Mich. 

McConkey-Myers. — Clarence  M.  McCon- 
key  and  Joanne  Myers,  both  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  in  the  Denver  church,  Aug.  13,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Jay  G.  Myers,  Den- 
ver, Colo. 

Miller-Beech. — Joseph  Abraham  Miller  of 
Fruitdale,  Ala.,  and  Mae  Olive  Beech  of 
Chatom,  Ala.,  in  the  Edith  Mission,  Luce- 
dale,  Miss.,  June  1,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Glen  W.  Petcher,  Citronelle,  Ala. 


About  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 
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The  Lion  and  the  Lamb.  Gerald 
Kennedy.  Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
1950.    233  pages.   $2.50. 

Gerald  Kennedy  writes  with  an 
easy  style  sprinkled  with  numerous 
illustrations  and  parables.  His 
messages  are  pointed  and  clear.  In 
this  book  he  takes  up  the  paradoxes 
of  the  Christian  faith.  "How  can 
I  look  at  the  worst  and  see  the 
best?"  he  questions.  "How  can  I, 
at  the  same  time,  judge  and  for- 
give?" Other  paradoxes  which  he 
examines  are:  sin  and  grace,  foolish- 
ness and  wisdom,  sorrow  and  joy, 
humility  and  assurance,  weakness 
and  strength,  necessity  and  freedom, 
despair  and  hope.  This  book  will 
stimulate  many  new  thoughts  as  one 
reads  it. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 

Fun  for  Tiny  Tots.  Marion  Jolli- 
son.   Hart,  1950.   96  pages.   $1.25. 

This  Happy  Hour  book  will  be 
welcomed  by  tiny  tots  and  their 
elders.  Together  they  will  enjoy 
the  picture- games,  the  poems  and 
the  songs.  It  will  be  a  special  day 
when  travel  or  rest  in  bed  indicates 
Fun  for  Tiny  Tots. — Hazel  Kennedy. 


Triumphant  Personality.  Robert 
Yarbrough.  Macmillan,  1949.  104 
pages.   $2.00. 

This  little  book  deals  with  content 
true  to  its  title.  So  many  books 
have  come  out  in  this  general  field 
that  I  was  not  impressed  on  first 
seeing  the  book;  however,  after 
reading  it  I  found  it  packed  full  of 
stimulating  material.  It  is  written 
in  simple  language  and  will  serve  as 
a  spiritual  and  mental  tonic  to  those 
who  read  it.  I  can  highly  recommend 
this  book  although  the  price  seems 
rather  high  for  its  size — one  hundred 
pages. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 

Alcohol  and  Social  Responsibility. 

R.  G.  McCarthy  and  E.  M.  Douglass, 
1949.    Crowell.    304  pages.    $3.50. 

This  book  gives  a  fine  view  of  the 
educational  approach  necessary  for 
the  best  program  of  alcohol  educa- 
tion and  a  fine  review  of  the  ma- 
terials and  program  materials  now 
in  use.  It  is  written  from  an 
educational  viewpoint.  I  recommend 
it  as  reading  for  directors  of  temper- 
ance education,  pastors  and  other 
leaders. — James  Renz. 


Myers-Grimes. — Leroy  E.  Myers  of  Beale- 
ton,  Va.,  and  Ruby  V.  Grimes  of  Catlett, 
Va.,  Aug.  4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  at 
his  home. — J.  A.  Hinegardner,  Midland,  Va. 

Myers-Turflinger. — Lawrence  K.  Myers 
of  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  and  Eleanor  L. 
Turninger  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Aug.  16, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Ross  Speicher, 
Accident,  Md. 

Neff-Funk.— Paul  N.  Neff  and  Lottie  M. 
Funk,  both  of  Middletown,  Va.,  June  17, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned  at  his  home. — J. 
Floyd  Wine,  Winchester,  Va. 

Niles-Goodwin. — Ralph  Niles  and  Geneva 
Goodwin  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  June  11,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned  at  his  home. — H.  H. 
Hendricks,   Adrian,   Mich. 

Rismiller- Wagner. — Ralph  A.  Rismiller  of 
Versailles,  Ohio,  and  Theora  Wagner  of 
Union  City,  Ind.,  July  16,  1950,  at  the  Pop- 
lar Grove  church  by  the  undersigned. — 
James  M.  Moore,  Union  City,  Ind. 

Rohrer-Wilson. — Harry  H.  Rohrer,  Jr.,  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  Joanna  M.  Wilson 
of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the 
Mechanicsburg  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Schabinger-Haines. — John  R.  Schabinger 
of  Westminster,  Md.,  and  Dorothy  E. 
Haines  of  Linwood,  Md.,  in  the  Pipe  Creek 
church,  March  11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Samuel  A.  Harley,  Linwood,  Md. 

Smilh-Daywall.— R.  Karlton  Smith  of 
Mont  Clare,  Pa.,   and  Miriam  C.  Daywalt 


of  Port  Providence,  Pa.,  in  the  Green  Tree 
church,  Oaks,  Pa.,  Aug.  14,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Ivan    Fetterman,    Oaks,    Pa. 

Smilh-Neher.— Edwin  F.  Smith  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  and  Ilene  V.  Neher  of  Midland, 
Va.,  July  7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  at  his 
home. — C.  H.  Hinegardner,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Slern-Bitlinger. — Irven  Stern  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Iowa,  and  Pattie  Bittinger  of 
Elgin,  111.,  June  1,  1950,  in  the  Elgin  church 
by  Stanley  Bittinger  and  the  undersigned. 
— D.  W.  Bittinger,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

Sullivan-DeLong.  —  Don  Sullivan  of 
Bridgewater,  Iowa,  and  Erma  DeLong  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  at  the  Stover  Memorial 
church,  Des  Moines,  May  14,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.— Dale  Brown,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 

Texiere-Baker. — Lowell  M.  Texiere  and 
Lois  M.  Baker,  both  of  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
July  20,  1950,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
by  the  undersigned.— Galen  E.  Fike,  Eg- 
lon,  W.  Va. 

Valovick-Kelley.— Bruce  Valovick  of  De- 
troit, Mich.,  and  Delores  Kelley  of  Adrian, 
Mich.,  in  the  Adrian  church,  July  1,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned.— H.  H.  Hendricks,  Ad- 
rian, Mich. 

Wareham-Will.— J.  Richard  Wareham  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  and  Cosette  R.  Will  of 
Chicago,  111.,  Aug.  13,  1950.  in  the  Chicago, 
First,  church  by  the  undersigned  and  Bro. 
Roscoe  Wareham.— Harper  S.  Will,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 


A  Brethren  Annuity 
may  solve  your  problem 

DO — these  issues  confront  you? 

1.  An  assured  income  until  death? 

2.  Life  income  for  surviving  mate,  heirs,  or  beloved  friend? 

3.  Perpetuating   your   Christian   influence    beyond   death? 
THEN — consider  these  possible  solutions. 

1.  Purchase  a  church  annuity.  You  can  secure  a  high  rate 
of  income  assured  not  to  change  for  your  life.  Payments 
made  to  you  January  1  and  July  1  each  year.  Annuity 
agreements  have  been  in  effect  since  1897.  Regarded  highly 
because  the  Board  is  the  agent  for  the  entire  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  May  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.00. 
Have  withstood  the  test  of  depressions  and  world  wars.  No 
annuitant  has  suffered  a  loss  in  his  Agreement. 

2.  Husbands  and  wives  may  purchase  a  joint  Agreement  so  that 
the  annuity  is  continued  to  the  survivor  for  life.  You  may 
have  a  beloved  friend,  possibly  a  former  pastor,  or  a 
missionary  for  whom  you  would  like  to  set  up  an  income 
through  a  gift  agreement  with  annuity  returns. 

Have  you  an  heir  for  whom  you  would  like  to  provide  an 
assured  income  rather  than  a  lump  sum?  In  your  will  you 
can  give  to  the  Board  a  sum  of  money  designating  that  it 
be  used  to  purchase  life  income  for  one  or  more  heirs. 
Such  a  bequest  paragraph  in  your  will  would  read  "I  give 
and  Bequeath  to  the  General  Brotherhood  Board — Church 
of  the  Brethren,  a  corporation  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illinois,  its  successors 

and  assigns,  forever,  the  sum  of  dollars 

($ )  to  be  used  in  providing  a  Special  Gift 

Agreement  with  annuity  returns  in  favor  of 

Name  Address 

3.  Your  purchase  of  a  gift  agreement  with  annuity  returns 
also  provides  a  fund  with  which  the  Board  enlists,  trains 
and  sends  forth  ministers,  missionaries,  teachers  and  service 
workers.  You  can  have  peace  of  mind  and  joy  in  your 
heart  at  the  provision  you  will  make  for  self,  loved  one 
and  for  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

WRITE — ior   further   information 

Ask  for  pamphlet  M-S,  A  Church  Annuity  a  Double  Blessing 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD  BOARD 

Dept.  HSM 

22  S.  State  Street 

Elgin,  Illinois 


Wean-Crlder. — Landon  Wean  of  Timber- 
ville,  Va.,  and  Harriet  Crider  of  Broad- 
way, Va.,  June  3,  1950,  by  Elder  C.  E. 
Nair,  grandfather  of  the  bride,  at  his 
home. — Mrs.  Wilma  K.  Robertson,  Broad- 
way, Va. 

West-Walson.— William  R.  West  and  Ruth 
A.  Watson,  both  of  Canton,  Ohio,  in  the 
First  church,  Canton,  June  11,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Glenn  H.  Bowlby,  Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

Wilkerson-Pelcher. — Edgar  F.  Wilkerson 
of  Staunton,  Va.,  and  Shirley  H.  Petcher 
of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  at  Citronelle,  June  4, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Glen  W. 
Petcher,    Citronelle,    Ala. 

Will-Winter.— Victor  D.  Wilt  of  Breeze- 
wood,  Pa.,  and  Norma  J.  Winter  of  Everett, 
Pa.,  Aug.  12,  1950,  in  the  Everett  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — Stewart  B.  Kauffman, 
Everett,  Pa. 

Yoder-Hosieiller.— Ernest  T.  Yoder  and 
Elizabeth  Hostettler,  both  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  Aug.  5,  1950,  by  the  undersigned  at 
his  home. — S.  W.  Longenecker,  Nappanee, 
Ind. 

Zeigler-Hoke. — Robert  M.  Zeigler  and 
Cora  B.  Hoke,  both  of  East  Berlin,  Pa., 
Aug.  1,  1950,  at  Westminster,  Md.,  by  the 
undersigned. — George  A.  Early,  Westmin- 
ster, Md. 

Zug-Bowman. — Glenn  C.  Zug  of  Lincoln, 
Pa.,  and  Mary  M.  Bowman  of  King  Ferry, 
N.  Y.,  June  11,  1950,  in  the  King  Ferry 
church  by  the  undersigned. — Robert  T. 
Eshleman,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  and  Guy  Buch, 
King  Ferry,  N.  Y. 


Obituaries  .  .  . 


Beckley,  Crist,  died  near  Hyndman,  Pa., 
July  2,  1950,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  is  survived  by  one  sister  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  writer  and  Brother  E.  E.  Ebersole  in 
the  Methodist  church  in  Pleasantville. 
Burial  was  near  by. — John  E.  Rowland, 
Greencastle,  Pa. 

Beckner,  Mrs.  Henry,  daughter  of  Jerry 
and  Nancy  Hollinger,  was  born  in  1867  in 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  died  July  12, 
1950,  in  the  Gardner  hospital,  Kansas.  In 
1889  she  was  married  to  Henry  Beckner  of 
Olathe,  Kansas.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  two  sisters  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  W. 
L.  Frye  and  Son  chapel  by  Bro.  Willard 
G.  Brammell,  pastor  of  the  Olathe  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  Olathe  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Willard  G.  Brammell,  Olathe,  Kansas. 

Brown,  Frank,  died  at  his  home  near 
Dover,  Pa.,  May  17,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  A  few  years  ago  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  the  writer  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
Church  of  God  near  Dillsburg,  and  burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — John  E. 
Rowland,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Dise,  Suzanne,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donal  Dise,  died  Aug.  18,  1950,  at  Bethany 
Hospital,  Chicago,  111.,  at  the  age  of  four 
years,  as  the  result  of  burns  received 
while  she  was  helping  her  mother  in  the 
preparation  of  a  meal.  Memorial  services 
were  held  Aug.  21  at  First  church,  Chi- 
cago, under  the  direction  of  the  under- 
signed.— Harper   S.  Will,    Chicago,   111. 

Hollinger,  Esther  Martin,  daughter  of 
Fianna  and  I.  W.  Martin  and  wife  of  Elam 
W.  Hollinger,  ws  born  in  Blue  Ball,  Pa., 
Aug.  12,  1885,  and  died  June  2.  1950,  at  her 
home  in  East  Petersburg,  Pa.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  East  Petersburg  church. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  seven 
daughters,  four  sons,  twenty-three  grand- 
children, her  father  and  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  East  Peters- 
burg church  by  Elder  P.  J.  Forney,  Bro. 
Clyde  Weaver  and  Bro.  Richard  Hackman. 
Burial  was  in  the  Landis  Valley  Mennonite 
cemetery. — Mrs.  John  P.  Gingrich,  East 
Petersburg,  Pa. 
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Hutchison,  Charles,  died  at  his  home 
near  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  July  1,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  daughters  and  two  sisters. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  twenty- 
one  years  ago  and  one  son  eighteen  months 
ago.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  several  years.  Services 
were  held  in  the  church  at  Mechanicsburg 
by  the  writer  and  the  pastor  of  the  U.  B. 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cem- 
etery by  the  side  of  his  wife. — John  E. 
Rowland,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Kerr,  Sara  Anna,  daughter  of  C.  M.  and 
Lizzie  Flory  Brower,  was  born  Feb.  3, 
1875,  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  and  died 
Aug.  8,  1950,  at  her  home  near  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa.  She  united  with  the  church  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  remained 
faithful  to  her  Lord.  On  Oct.  2,  1902,  she 
was  married  to  William  F.  Kerr.  She  is 
survived  by  .her  husband,  three  children 
and  eleven  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  English  River  church 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Howard  H.  Keim, 
Jr.,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Knapp,  Willai'd  G.,  was  born  in  Iowa, 
April  14,  1869,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  in  Glendale,  Calif.,  Aug.  19,  1950.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  several  years 
ago.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two 
daughters  and  one  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  undersigned  in  the 
KeifTer-Eyerick  funeral  home.  Interment 
was  in  the  Grand  View  cemetery  follow- 
ing cremation  at  the  Forest  Lawn  mortu- 
ary.—Van  B.  Wright,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Knepper,  Forrest  W.,  son  of  Edmund  and 
Sadie  Speicher  Knepper,  was  born  near 
Somerset,  Pa.,  Aug.  13,  1903,  and  died  at 
the  Somerset  community  hospital  Aug.  12, 
1950.  He  was  married  to  Ruth  Holsinger  in 
1930  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  survive.  He  is  also 
survived  by  his  mother,  four  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
New  Enterprise  church  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  New  Enterprise 
church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Cletus  S.  Myers, 
assisted  by  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler  and  Bro. 
D.  P.  Hoover.  Interment  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Sara  G.  Replogle,  New 
Enterprise,  Pa. 

Murphey,  Dennis,  was  born  Oct.  27,  1871, 
at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  died  July  30,  1950, 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio.    He   was  married  to   Lou  Likins   on 
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May  27,  1896.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Hamilton  church.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  one  son,  one  daughter,  two  grand- 
children and  one  brother.  Bro.  Howard 
Erbaugh  conducted  the  funeral  at  the 
Prospect  Methodist  church.  Burial  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Lloyd  B.  Stauf- 
fer,   Hamilton,    Ohio. 

Meyers,  W.  Harvey,  son  of  the  late  Jo- 
seph and  Elizabeth  Miller  Meyers,  died 
Aug.  15,  1950,  as  the  result  of  an  automo- 
bile accident.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Poor- 
baugh  Meyers,  died  in  1933.  He  is  survived 
by  one  son,  three  daughters,  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  Last  year  he  erected  the 
wayside  pulpit  in  front  of  the  Somerset 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Hauger  funeral  home  by  Bro.  Galen  R. 
Blough.  Burial  was  in  the  Somerset  Coun- 
ty memorial  park.— Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp, 
Somerset,  Pa. 

Rishel,  Elizabeth  Miller,  daughter  of 
Elder  John  A.  and  Mary  Meyer  Miller, 
was  born  April  28,  1865,  and  died  Aug.  11, 
1950.  Her  husband,  Andrew  Rishel,  died 
in  1922.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  two 
daughters,  seven  grandchildren,  two 
great-grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Summit  Mills  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough 
and  Rev.  N.  S.  BenshofT  in  the  Hauger 
funeral  home.  Burial  was  in  the  Somerset 
County  memorial  park. — Mrs.  Samuel  J. 
Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Shigley,  Amy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Swank,  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
Ind.,  May  5,  1869,  and  died  Aug.  16,  1950. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jerome  C. 
Shigley  on  May  27,  1893.  She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Flora  church  for  over  fifty 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  daughter,  two  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren  and  two  great-great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  undersigned  in  the  Carter  funeral 
home.  Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cem- 
etery.— W.  Harlan  Smith,  Flora,  Ind. 

Sprinkle,  Ollie,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Nancy  Hoover  Updike,  was  born  Dec. 
20,  1879,  in  Lancaster  Township,  Hunting- 
ton County,  Ind.,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1950. 
On  Oct.  12,  1899,  she  married  Newton 
Sprinkle.  In  July  1895  she  was  baptized 
and  became  a  member  of  the  Salamonie 
church.  She  is  survived  by  five  children, 
sixteen  grandchildren,  two  great-grand- 
children and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Salamonie  church  in 
Lancaster,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  W.  C.  Stinebaugh  —  E.  Paul 
Weaver,  Huntington,  Ind. 


Walker,  Missouri  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Jacob  C.  and  Mary  King  Miller  and  wife  of 
Philip  H.  Walker,  died  Aug.  15,  1950.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  five 
brothers  and  one  sister.  Prior  to  her  ill- 
ness she  served  faithfully  for  many  years 
in  the  beginners'  department.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Somerset  church 
by  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough.  Burial  was  in 
the  Somerset  County  memorial  park. — 
Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Webster,  Forrest,  was  born  May  17,  1920, 
and  died  May  10,  1950.  He  was  baptized 
on  July  18,  1932.  On  April  4,  1942,  he  was 
married  to  Margaret  Wray  and  to  this 
union  was  born  one  son.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  one  son,  his  mother,  three 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Bethlehem  church  by 
Elder  E.  E.  Bowman  and  Elder  Oscar  R. 
Fike.  Interment  was  in  the  Bethlehem 
cemetery.— Christine  Peters,  Boones  Mill, 
Va. 

Webster,  Pernie  Barnhart,  was  born  in 
Roanoke  County,  Va.,  Aug.  26,  1869,  and 
died  April  29,  1950.  On  March  15,  1885,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  R.  B.  Webster 
who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1929.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Bethlehem  church, 
Va.,  for  about  sixty  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  sons,  five  daughters,  two 
brothers,  four  sisters,  thirty-eight  grand- 
children and  twenty-four  great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Bethlehem  church  by  Elder  N.  C.  Peters; 
Rev.  P.  D.  Martin,  a  grandson,  and  the 
pastor,  Oscar  R.  Fike.  Interment  was  in 
the  Bethlehem  cemetery. — Christine  Pe- 
ters, Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Wickert,  Lizzie,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Caroline  Witmer  Gish,  was  born  Jan. 
6,  1880,  and  died  Dec.  14,  1949,  in  the  Dixon 
hospital  at  Dixon,  111.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Astoria  church.  She  was  married  to 
Walter  Wickert,  who  passed  away  March 
1,  1948.  She  is  survived  by  three  daughters, 
one  son,  five  grandchildren,  two  great- 
grandchildren and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Dixon  church 
by  Clarence  B.  Fike,  assisted  by  William 
Thompson.  Burial  was  in  the  Chapel  Hill 
cemetery  in  Dixon. — Lizzie  Wherley, 
Browning,  111. 

Wray,  Winnie  Moherly,  was  born  in 
Richmond,  Ky.,  Nov.  30,  1895,  and  died 
at  the  Grace  hospital  in  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas, July  30,  1950.  On  Nov.  24,  1915,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Orville  Wray 
and  to  this  union  were  born  three  children. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son, 
one  daughter  and  two  grandchildren.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Her  pastor,  Bro.  Charles  Dumond,  had 
charge  of  the  funeral  services  in  the  John- 
son and  Sons  chapel.  Burial  was  in  the 
Memorial  Park  cemetery. — Mrs.  Steve 
Moyer,  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 
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California 

Imperial  Heights. — It  was  with  deep  re- 
gret that  the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  M. 
S.  Frantz,  and  his  wife,  due  to  poor  health, 
was  handed  in  in  June.  They  moved  to 
Empire,  their  former  home.  We  greatly 
miss  their  fine  fellowship  and  pastoral 
work.  During  their  short  period  here,  nine 
persons  were  received  by  letter  and  bap- 
tism. W.  H.  Tindall,  a  former  pastor,  has 
been  our  supply  pastor.  The  parsonage  is 
now  completed  and  newly  furnished  with 
practically  all  of  the  labor  being  donated. 
Work  on  our  next  unit  is  to  begin  soon 
and,  when  completed,  this  will  give  us  a 
temporary  auditorium  seating  about  two 
hundred  with  a  basement  housing  the 
young  people's  department  and  the  jun- 
iors. We  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Bruce  Flora,  and 
his  family  and  anticipate  greater  work  for 
the  Master  in  our  Imperial  Heights  com- 
munity.— Mrs.  Charles  Ardinger,  Haw- 
thorne, Calif. 

Colorado 

Denver. — At  a  recent  council  meeting 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.    We   decided   to   have   a 


banquet  for  the  outgoing  and  incoming 
officers  and  teachers.  Our  district  meet- 
ing, held  Aug.  17-20,  was  well  attended  and 
much  interest  was  manifested.  The  dis- 
trict was  divided  into  three  areas  for  meet- 
ing places.  The  1951  meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  Fruita.  A  camp  site  was  purchased.  A 
young  people's  banquet  was  held  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  at  which  Bro.  Bittinger  de- 
livered the  address.  Among  other  good 
speakers  were  Mrs.  Bittinger,  Bro.  Elrod 
and  Bro.  F.  Weaver.  On  the  following 
Tuesday  evening  a  farewell  party  was 
held  for  the  Myers  family,  who  will  soon 
be  leaving  for  their  new  pastorate  in  Ak- 
ron, Ohio.  Bro.  O.  H.  Austin  was  not  able 
to  attend  any  meetings. — Mrs.  Laura  M. 
Fields,  Englewood,  Colo. 

Haxlun.  —  Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  program  and  an  exhibit  of  the 
work  done  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
June  11.  The  children's  offerings  were  sent 
to  the  American  Bible  Society  to  pur- 
chase Bibles  for  the  Japanese.  During 
Bible  school  six  junior  boys  made  the 
decision  to  be  baptized  and  come  into  the 
church  fellowship.  Father's  Day  was  ob- 
served with  an  appropriate  message  by 
our  pastor.  On  June  17  our  young  people 
sponsored  a  food  sale  at  two  local  stores 
to  raise  money  for  their  camp  pledge. 
June  14  was  clean-up  day  at  the  church, 
sponsored  by  the  ladies'  aid.  In  July  the 
men  cleaned  up  the  church  grounds  and 
did  other  necessary  work.  After  the  morn- 
ing service  on  July  9  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  was  administered  to  twelve 
applicants.  Our  young  people's  camp  was 
held  near  Sedalia  July  25-29.  The  ladies' 
aid  held  its  annual  silver  tea  on  the  eve- 
ning of  June  30.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon 
of  July  9.  Both  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  chosen  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Roscoe  Baker  is  our  elder.  Our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  in  Denver 
were  A.  C.  Heaston  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Birkin. 
The   young   people   had   a   social  time   fol- 


lowing the  evening  service  on  July  9.  Our 
church  membership  was  invited  to  hear  a 
special  soloist,  Rev.  Eugene  Lundburg  of 
Iowa,  at  the  Fairfield  church  on  July  21. 
On  the  evening  of  July  16  we  had  as  our 
guest  speaker  Bro.  Harry  Rosenblum,  a 
converted  Jew.  An  offering  was  taken  for 
him  and  his  work.  On  Aug.  6  Ardith  Bur- 
ton and  Marvin  H.  Gehrer  were  united  in 
marriage  by  the  pastor.  A  reception 
followed  the  ceremony.  On  Aug.  7  our  pas- 
tor and  his  wife  accompanied  their  daugh- 
ter and  her  husband  to  Kansas  for  a  visit 
with  relatives  and  later  attended  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Denver.  Several  others  of 
our  members  also  attended.  During  our 
pastor's  absence  on  Aug.  13  the  local 
Gideon  organization  had  charge  of  our 
morning  service  and  on  Aug.  20  a  re- 
corded sermon  and  service  by  our  pastor 
was  given.  Rev.  Burnworth,  our  local 
Methodist  minister,  loaned  us  his  wire  re- 
corder for  this  service.  A  very  severe 
tornado  struck  in  the  Fairfield  district  re- 
cently. Various  organizations  helped  with 
the  work  of  cleaning  up  and  removing 
the  debris  and  the  ladies  served  the  din- 
ners. Our  ladies'  aid  served  on  Aug.  9. 
Our  young  people  presented  a  play,  What 
Difference  Does  It  Make?  at  our  district 
meeting.  It  was  also  presented  here  on 
the  evening  of  Aug.  27.  Between  the  acts 
accordion  music  was  furnished  by  Glennis 
Parks.  Coleen  Swisher  and  Lonnie  Brown 
were  married  at  the  parsonage  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Aug.  26  by  our  pastor. — Mrs.  War- 
ren D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Florida 
Miami. — Our  vacation  Bible  school  in 
July  was  well  attended  and  closed  with  a 
program  on  the  following  Sunday.  Mrs. 
Pearl  Overholser  from  our  church  at- 
tended Annual  Conference  and  brought 
back  an  interesting  report.  Thirty-two 
persons  from  our  Sunday  school  spent  a 
week  at  Camp  Ithiel  in  August.  Our 
church  and  community  were  saddened  by 
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the  death  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  T.  Simon 
Richardson,  on  Aug.  21.  Bro.  Ralph  T. 
Davis  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  was  the 
guest  speaker  on  Aug.  27. — Mrs.  J.  E. 
Jones,    Miami,    Fla. 

Indiana 

Brick. — The  children  of  our  Sunday 
school  presented  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
spiring children's  day  program.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  the  last 
two  weeks  of  June  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  eighty-three.  The  school  was 
concluded  with  a  program  by  the  chil- 
dren on  the  evening  of  June  30.  The  DP 
families  of  this  community  were  given  a 
food  shower  at  a  community  supper  in 
the  Brick  church  basement.  Several  DP 
families  were  present.  The  women's  fel- 
lowship group  meets  each  Wednesday  to 
do  relief  work.  Several  young  folks  at- 
tended Camp  Mack  this  summer.  Mrs.  El- 
mer Wampole  attended  the  training  school 
at  Camp  Mack  the  week  of  July  24-29.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  21  at  10  a.m. — 
Mrs.  Robert  Bowman,  Greens  Fork,  Ind. 

Hickory  Grove. — One  week  of  Bible 
school  was  held  at  the  Hickory  Grove 
church  June  5-9  with  a  program  on  June 
11.  The  average  daily  attendance  was 
forty-seven.  The  women's  work  group 
have  been  making  feed  sack  garments  and 
comforts  for  relief.  The  young  folks' 
class  sponsored  a  parents  banquet  on  June 
18  with  a  speaker  from  Manchester  Col- 
lege. We  had  a  new  roof  put  on  our  church 
during  July.  Our  women's  work  group 
painted  the  windows  and  woodwork  at  the 
church  and  had  Venetian  blinds  installed. 
The  Hickory  Grove  and  Bethel  Center 
churches  are  uniting  and  will  have  one 
pastor  to  serve  both  churches.  Our  new 
pastor  is  W.  Lehman  of  Crystal,  Mich.,  who 
will  be  here  on  Sept.  3,  at  which  time  we 
will  have  special  services  for  our  new 
pastor  and  our  old  pastor,  Frank  Mulligan 
of  Huntington,  who  has  served  us  for  two 
years.  A  one  week's  revival  was  held  July 
16-23  with  Bro.  Fidler  and  his  wife  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  as  the  evangelists.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  July  24.  One  new 
member  was  baptized.  Each  family  is  can- 
ning two  quarts  of  vegetables  and  two  of 
fruit  for  the  old  folks  home  at  Mexico. 
Brother  and  Sister  Hartsough  were  with 
us  on  Aug.  6.  Our  council  meeting  was 
held  Aug.  13.  Amsey  Snell  of  South  Whit- 
ley was  elected  elder  for  the  coming 
year.  Our  delegates  to  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Spring  Creek  Aug.  16-19  are  Tillie 
Carr  and  Dorothy  Ann  Hummer.  Grace 
Stultz  was  elected  Messenger  agent  and 
the  undersigned  Messenger  correspondent. 
— Mrs.  Edna  Hudson,  Dunkirk,  Ind. 

Yellow  Creek. — Henry  Hoover  gave  the 
Annual  Conference  report  on  the  morning 
of  June  25.  The  teachers  of  the  church 
also  presented  a  very  interesting  program 
on  June  25.  During  the  past  three  months 
guest  speakers  have  been  Earl  Nusbaum, 
William  Brubaker,  Charles  Light,  Robert 
Fryman,  Irvin  Miller,  Harold  Myers, 
Charles  Herr  and  John  Frederick.  Our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  Harold  Miller,  and  his 
family  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  will  move  into  the 
church  farm  home  on  Aug.  30.  Ninety- 
five  members  and  several  friends  met  at 
the  home  of  Bessie  Burns  on  July  11  for 
a  farewell  for  Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
Light,  who  served  as  pastors  for  four 
years.  Uncle  John  Meredith,  well-known 
radio  broadcaster,  spoke  to  the  prayer 
meeting  group  on  July  13.  The  picture. 
The  Shepherd  of  India,  was  shown  one 
Sunday  evening.  The  assistant  teachers 
presented  a  program  on  July  23.  The 
ladies'  aid  elected  officers  on  July  27.  The 
women  also  served  dinner  for  four  days  at 
the  Goshen  cattle  show  in  August.  Our 
children's  day  program  was  presented  on 
the  evening  of  July  30.  Our  prayer  meet- 
ing group  has  been  studying  the  doctrines. 
On  the  evening  of  Aug.  6  a  family  night 
program  was  presented.  The  Elkhart  Val- 
ley young  people  presented  a  play,  Bless- 
ings on  This  House.  Mrs.  John  Loucks  and 
Mrs.  Floyd  Herr  were  our  delegates  to  the 
district   meeting   at   Camp   Mack   Aug.    14- 
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For  inspiration  or  for  sheer  enjoyment 


the  reading  of  Grace  Noll  Crowell's  poems  is 
a  delightful  experience.  They  offer  a  happy 
blend  of  craftsmanship,  beauty,  spirituality, 
and  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  needs 
and  aspirations  of  humanity. 

BETWEEN  ETERNITIES.    $1.00 

FACING  THE  STARS.   $1.00 

LIGHT  OF  THE  YEARS.  $1.50 

SOME  BRIGHTER  DAWN.   $1.00 

A  Crowell  book  is  an  ideal  and  acceptable  gift 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


17.  Two  families  visited  the  Kentucky- 
Flat  Creek  mission  on  the  week  end  of 
Aug.  19.  A  German  girl,  Ingrid  Woop, 
spoke  on  Aug.  20  of  her  life  and  experi- 
ences. Our  communion  will  be  held  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  14  following  our  revival, 
which  will  be  held  Oct.  30 — Nov.  12.  Our 
harvest  meeting  will  be  held  on  Sept.  17 
with  Bro.  Homer  Burke  as  the  speaker. — 
Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Weaver,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Cedar. — The  women's  sectional  meeting 
was  held  at  our  church  with  a  pot-luck 
dinner  in  the  basement  at  noon.  The  of- 
fering amounted  to  twenty-seven  dollars. 
The  women's  work  sent  seventy-one 
pounds  of  clothing  for  relief.  We  are 
now  using  the  piano  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Fisher,  Sr.  The  Eastern  sec- 
tional conference  at  the  Robins  church 
was  attended  by  several  of  our  members. 
Bro.  Ray  Zook  was  a  recent  guest  speak- 
er. Our  offering  for  McPherson  College 
was  $38.56.  Our  Conference  offering  was 
$163.15.  The  Eastern  sectional  young  peo- 
ple's conference  June  3  and  4  at  Garrison 
was  attended  by  a  group  of  young  people. 
Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  Pennsylvania  held 
a  series  of  meetings  beginning  June  20. 
Our  love  feast  on  June  26  was  well  at- 
tended. On  July  10  our  semiannual  coun- 
cil meeting  was  held.  On  July  16  Elder 
U.  J.  Fike  preached  at  the  Tipton  E.  and 
R.  church  in  the  absence  of  their  pastor. 
Family  night  was  observed  on  July  21 
with  a  film,  Electrified  Farming,  followed 
by  light  refreshments.  Bro.  John  Heck- 
man  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  about 
his  experiences  in  Africa  on  the  morning 
of  July  2  and  an  illustrated  lecture  in  the 
evening.  Samuel  Hsiao,  a  Chinese  of  the 
House  of  Onesiphorus,  was  our  guest 
speaker  Aug.  13-15.  The  offerings  amounted 
to  eighty-five  dollars.  Trje  young  people 
gave  fifteen  dollars  toward  the  education 
of  the  Hsiao  children. — Blanche  E.  Spears, 
Clarence,  Iowa. 

North  Carolina 
Little  Pine.— The  work  in  the  Little  Pine 
congregation  has  been  progressing  since 
our  last  report.  We  are  happy  to  announce 
that  our  elder,  Bro.  W.  H.  Handy,  is  able 
to  be  with  us  again.  Brethren  Coye  and 
Bert  Richardson  were  our  delegates  to  the 
district  conference.  Our  Sunday  school  is 
progressing  nicely.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  the  second  Saturday  of  Septem- 
ber. Two  members  have  been  added  to 
our  congregation  recently  by  baptism. 
Bro.  Fred  Dancy  spoke  to  us  at  a  recent 
Sunday  evening  service.  Bro.  Coye  Anders 
of    Hanes    and    Archie    Wyatt    of    North 
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Wilkesboro  were  with  us  in  a  recent  meet- 
ing.— Mrs.  John  Vaughn,  Ennice,  N.  C. 
Ohio 

Center. — Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
in  charge  of  Brother  and  Sister  Grubb.  A 
program  and  display  of  the  work  was  pre- 
sented on  the  evening  of  June  9.  The 
young  people  gave  a  splendid  dramatiza- 
tion concerning  the  building  of  a  parson- 
age. Bro.  Grubb  was  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  Eleven  others  also 
attended.  Sister  Maude  Royer  had  charge 
of  the  morning  service  in  the  absence  of 
our  pastor.  Seven  persons  have  been  bap- 
tized and  four  babies  dedicated  since  our 
last  report.  Recent  films  shown  were  Into 
the  Good  Ground,  This  Is  My  Father's 
World  and  The  Story  of  Ruth.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Beahm  held  revival  services  for  us 
from  June  25  to  July  2.  The  junior  church 
has  been  well  attended  this  summer  with 
an  average  attendance  of  thirty.  They 
have  sent  a  pair  of  shoes  to  their  widow 
friend  in  Poland  and  have  given  ten  dol- 
lars each  to  the  Achievement  Offering, 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  and  the  Con- 
ference Offering.  They  also  had  charge  of 
the  guided  meditation  in  an  hour  of  power 
service.  The  ladies'  aid  has  recently  made 
five  comforters  for  relief.  They  are  also 
quilting  and  sewing  for  relief.  Twenty-five 
of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Zion. 
Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor  brought  the  morning 
message  on  Aug.  20  and  Bro.  Elmer  Frick 
the  evening  message  while  Bro.  Grubb  and 
his  family  were  on  vacation. — Mrs.  Grace 
Gloss,  Louisville,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Co-operative. — We  held  our 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  July  10-21.  This 
was  the  twenty-first  consecutive  year  that 
we  had  conducted  a  vacation  Bible  school 
here.  The  total  enrollment  was  eighty- 
five  with  an  average  attendance  of  seven- 
ty-nine. Thirteen  workers  assisted  the 
pastor  and  his  wife.  On  Friday  evening, 
July  21,  the  school  presented  a  closing  pro- 
gram. Displays  of  the  work  of  the  school 
were  arranged  in  the  primary  rooms. 
Again  the  outstanding  feature  of  our  clos- 
ing program  was  the  showing  of  colored 
pictures  of  the  school,  the  workers,  the 
pupils  in  each  class  and  some  children  at 
their  work.  We  are  indebted  to  Mildred 
Etter  of  the  Ft.  McKinley  church  in  Dayton 
for  taking  these  pictures.  Miss  Etter  has 
assisted  the  Columbus  church  in  its  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  now  for  fourteen  years. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  is  a  great  help 
to  our  Sunday-school  and  church  work 
here.  We  are  thankful  for  the  prayers  and 
assistance  of  all  who  make  these  schools 
possible  year  after  year.  We  ask  a  con- 
tinued interest  in  your  prayers  for  the 
work  of  the  Lord  in  Columbus. — D.  R. 
Murray,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Donnels    Creek. — In    June    several    per- 


sons from  our  church,  including  our  pas- 
tor, attended  Annual  Conference.  The 
pulpit  was  filled  by  a  student  from  Wit- 
tenberg College  on  the  Sunday  our  pastor 
was  gone.  Our  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible 
school  was  well  attended  by  the  children 
up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Our  June 
birthday  supper  was  held  with  Bass  John- 
son of  the  WLW  broadcasting  station  in 
Cincinnati  as  the  guest  speaker.  Betty 
Young  and  Dorothy  Deane  Teach  are  at 
New  Windsor  taking  training  in  prepara- 
tion for  relief  center  work  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Brethren  Service.  Betty  and 
Dorothy  both  attended  Manchester  College 
last  year.  On  the  evening  of  July  16  the 
picture,  The  Deference,  was  shown  at  the 
church.  We  have  had  three  more  DP 
families,  consisting  of  fourteen  persons, 
join  us,  making  a  total  of  nineteen  persons 
coming  to  our  community  since  February. 
Last  week  we  were  honored  to  have  Prem- 
chand  Bhagat  of  India  as  the  guest  speak- 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  466.  For  sale  or  lease:  New  modern 
super  market,  located  just  outside  city 
limits  of  southern  Missouri  town  of  4,000 
population.  Annual  sales  $100,000  plus. 
Business  established  over  25  years.  Stucco 
white  store  building  consisting  of  main 
market  and  equipment,  stock  room,  office 
and  equipment,  service  station  room  and 
supplies,  three-car  garage,  one  1946  Chev- 
rolet panel  delivery  truck  in  good  con- 
dition. Building  and  equipment  practically 
new.  Prefer  Brethren  family,  located  one- 
half  mile  from  church.  Write:  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 

No.  467.  Single  Brethren  man  desires 
part-time  farm  or  associated  work  in  or 
near  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  Inter- 
ested in  mutual  consideration  of  full-time 
work.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  468.  Wanted :  Brethren  lady  to  share 
home  and  be  companion  to  Brethren  semi- 
invalid  lady,  to  do  light  housework  with 
no  laundry.  Near  Brethren  church.  Write: 
Mrs.  Mary  Yost,  R.  2,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

No.  469.  For  sale:  60-acre  improved 
farm,  good  soil  and  buildings.  Electricity 
and  water.  Eight-room  house.  Crop  and 
equipment  included  for  immediate  pos- 
session. On  school  bus  and  mail  route. 
One  mile  from  town,  one-hour  drive  to 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Frank  K.  Allen, 
Big  Lake,  Minn. 

No.  470.  For  sale:  104  acres  to  settle  es- 
tate. Barn  with  electric  milker  installed, 
will  sell  livestock  and  feed  with  farm. 
Modern  machinery.  Eight-room  house,  en- 
closed porches,  basement,  bath.  Electricity, 
new  fences,  large  well-shaded  lawn.  Lo- 
cated on  gravel  road,  2  miles  to  hard  sur- 
face road,  short  drive  to  town  and  to) 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Mrs.  F.  A.  Jones, 
R.  3,  Floyd.  Va. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help| 
care  for  aged  man,  other  duties  about  th( 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One-halii 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con 
veniences,  board,  room  and  laundry  fur- 
nished. Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs 
Emma   K.   Stryker,   Haxtun,   Colo. 

No.  472:  Wanted:  Caretaker  for  th< 
First  church,  Chicago,  111.  If  interestec. 
write:  David  Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren] 
Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  473:  For  sale:  Two  lots,  nine-rooi 
house  arranged  for  two  families.  Doubli 
garage  with  upstairs  workshop,  chick 
house,  garden  with  strawberries  and  rasp 
berries.  Close  to  Church  of  the  Brethren 
school  and  two  miles  from  Mancheste 
College.  Write:  Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael,  Lib 
erty  Mills,  Ind. 
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;r  at  a  special  meeting.  After  his  lecture 
lere,  he  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  to  at- 
;end  the  World  Convention  on  Christian 
Education.  Our  revival  meetings  will  be 
leld  Oct.  29— Nov.  12  with  Bro.  J.  Clyde 
Forney  of  Beaver  Creek  as  the  evangelist. 
—Helen  Warren,  North  Hampton,  Ohio. 

Oakland. — We  had  an  election  of  officers 
"or  the  new  church  year.  Two  new  mem- 
jers  were  received  by  letter  since  our  last 
•eport.  The  men's  work  has  been  resur- 
lacing  the  outside  of  the  church.  We  are 
ooking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro.  J. 
K.  Robinson  for  our  evangelistic  meetings 
tfov.  26— Dec.  3.— Mrs.  Robert  Miller,  Ver- 
lailles,  Ohio. 

Painter  Creek  and  Red  River. — We  were 
lappy  to  have  about  twelve  families  rep- 
•esent  us  at  Annual  Conference.  Union 
lervices  for  the  churches  of  Franklin 
township  were  well  attended  during  three 
Sunday  evenings  in  July.  Several  of  our 
nembers  have  been  sick  and  in  the  hos- 
rital.  We  have  had  one  death.  Our  Sun- 
lay-school  attendance  has  kept  up  very 
veil  during  the  summer  months.  Several 
>f  our  girls  and  boys  have  attended  camp 
his  summer.  Our  pastor  served  as  teacher 
)f  a  class  of  young  people  on  homebuild- 
ng  Aug.  20-26.  The  adult  camp  will  be 
leld  in  September.  The  Painter  Creek 
ihurch  has  been  given  a  new  coat  of  white 
>aint.  The  aids  from  both  churches  have 
•emained  very  active  this  summer.  We 
ire  planning  now  to  start  our  new  year 
he  first  of  October.  The  men's  work  has 
>een  working  on  the  heifer  project.  Bro. 
duller  has  begun  a  new  series  of  sermons 
«Vtitled*You  and  Your  Church.  Our  Bible 
:tudy  and  prayer  meetings  continue  to  be 
rery  helpful.    Oct.   1  will  be  our  harvest 


day  meeting  with  Bro.  Schwalm  of  Man- 
chester College  as  the  speaker. — Mrs.  Cora 
Spitler,  Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Salem. — On  June  4  Bro.  Foster  Bittinger 
and  his  wife  began  their  pastoral  work  for 
us  and  an  installation  service  was  held  on 
June  9  with  Elder  Ray  Shank  in  charge.  A 
children's  meeting  was  held  June  11. 
Since  our  last  report,  one  person  has  been 
added  to  the  church  by  letter  and  one 
by  baptism  and  a  consecration  service  was 
held  for  thirteen  babies.  On  Aug.  21  a 
business  meeting  was  held  at  which  time 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Ray  Shank  was  elected  elder.  We 
decided  to  use  the  envelope  system  in 
order  to  increase  regular  giving.  Tithing 
was  also  encouraged.  We  will  have  a 
school  of  missions  this  coming  year.  A 
fund  project  for  some  special  project  in 
India  will  also  be  promoted.  The  new 
hymnals  will  be  used  in  the  near  future. 
Our  delegate  to  the  Toronto  convention 
will  soon  give  a  report  of  that  meeting  to 
the  church.— Katie  Flory,  Union,  Ohio. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — We  appreciated  very  much 
having  a  group  from  the  Medford  church 
present  the  play,  The  Sign  of  the  Cross,  at 
one  of  our  evening  services.  We  had  a 
farewell  basket  dinner  for  our  pastor,  Bro. 
H.  D.  Kimmel,  and  his  family,  who  left  a 
week  later  for  a  visit  with  relatives  in  the 
East.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker 
and  his  wife  to  take  up  the  pastorate  here 
on  Sept.  1.  Bro.  R.  C.  Flory  has  been 
acting  as  our  pastor.  Bro.  Dick  Speicher, 
a  Bethany  student,  assisted  in  our  vacation 
Bible  school  and  preached  two  excellent 
sermons  for  us.    One  of  our  girls  is  giving 


Our  interest  in  new  books  should  not  cause  us  to  overlook 
the  many  excellent  books  of  previous  years.  We  are  re- 
minding you  of  some  of  the  older  popular  novels  by 

JUoqd  G.  ^bauflal 

Magnificent  Obsession.  A  vivid  and  fascinating  story  of  how 
an  irresponsible  rich  youth  was  transformed  into  a  skilled 
surgeon.   $1.49. 

Doctor  Hudson's  Secret  Journal.  Recounts  how  the  coded 
journal  of  the  late  Dr.  Hudson  affected  the  lives  of  those 
who  deciphered  it.  $1.49. 

Forgive  Us  Our  Trespasses.  The  soul  of  Dinny,  who  was 
born  to  hatred,  awakes  to  the  richer  life  to  which  all  souls 
are  called  by  their  Creator.  $1.49. 

Disputed  Passage.  An  entertaining  and  uplifting  story  of 
what  John  Beaven  learned  from  his  dislike  of  one  of  his 
teachers  in  the  medical  school.   $1.49. 

White  Banners.  The  courage,  strength  and  wholesome  phi- 
losophy of  Hannah  Parmalee  brought  stability  to  the  Ward 
family—and  will  help  you.   $1.49. 

Invitation  to  Live.  The  story  of  how  Barbara  Breckenridge's 
life  was  transformed  by  her  grandfather's  will  and  a  sermon 
by  Dean  Harcourt.    $1.49. 

Green  Light.  The  lives  of  Dr.  Newell  Paige  and  Phyllis 
Dexter,  stormy  and  divided,  are  brought  together  by  the 
helpful  counsel  of  Dean  Harcourt.  $1.49. 

The  seven  titles  are  inexpensive  but  attractive  and 
durable  reprint  editions  of  more  expensive  originals. 
The  text  of  each  is  unabridged. 
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a  year's  service  at  New  Windsor  and  one 
has  gone  to  Elgin  to  work  in  the  Publish- 
ing House.  Some  of  our  young  men  are 
going  to  various  colleges.  Several  of  our 
members  attended  the  family  camp  at 
Camp  Myrtlewood  in  July.  The  Kohrmann 
male  quartet  from  La  Verne  College,  Calif., 
and  the  girls  string  trio  from  La  Verne 
presented  programs  for  us  recently.  At 
our  council  meeting  on  Aug.  27  Bro.  C.  D. 
Fager  was  elected  as  our  elder  for  the 
coming  year  and  Sister  Blanche  Stutsman 
as  church  correspondent.  Our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Spring- 
field in  October  are  Bro.  C.  D.  Fager,  Sis- 
ter Mary  Fager  and  Bro.  R.  C.  Flory.  We 
decided  to  purchase  fifty  new  hymnals 
when  they  are  printed. — Martha  Harlacher, 
Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Johnstown,  Roxbury. — Since  our  last  re- 
port, we  received  twelve  persons  by  bap- 
tism and  five  by  letter.  Brother  and  Sister 
S.  L.  Cover,  our  pastor's  wife's  parents, 
were  among  the  ones  received.  Our  mis- 
sionary society  made  a  visit  to  the  old 
folks'  home.  Bro.  Bowman,  our  pastor, 
showed  pictures  of  his  trip  to  the  West. 
Sister  J.  P.  Coleman  passed  away  recently. 
Our  pastor  and  Sister  George  Dick  were 
our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  We 
had  a  very  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  under  the  direction  of  Sister  S.  L. 
Cover.  Our  pastor  is  holding  a  revival 
meeting  at  the  Penn  Run  church. — Mrs. 
Mabel   Lambert,  Johnstown,   Pa. 

Myerstown. — Our  pastor  has  been 
preaching  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  Ten 
Commandments.  Our  church  is  participat- 
ing in  the  Brethren  Hour,  which  is  broad- 
cast every  Sunday  evening  from  five  to  six 
o'clock.  The  women's  work  sponsored  a 
Sunday  evening  music  program  in  which 
a  number  of  neighboring  churches  took 
part.  Our  exchange  services  with  the 
Lebanon  church  on  two  Sunday  evenings 
were  very  successful.  Our  pastor,  Berkey 
Knavel,  and  our  elder,  Frank  Layser, 
served  as  our  delegates  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. Twenty-six  of  our  members  also 
attended.  We  conducted  a  very  successful 
two  weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  in 
evening  sessions  with  an  enrollment  of  187 
and  an  average  attendance  of  149.  The  of- 
fering, which  is  to  be  used  for  missionary 
purposes,  amounted  to  $90.32.  Several  of 
our  young  people  have  attended  Camp 
Swatara.  Our  pastor  was  the  director  for 
one  week  of  youth  camp.  Through  the 
personal  work  of  our  pastor  and  members, 
eleven  persons  were  recently  baptized. 
Seven  children  were  consecrated  at  a  re- 
cent Sunday  morning  service.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  service  was  held  at  the 
Royer's  meetinghouse,  our  mother  church, 
with  Bro.  Reuel  Pritchett  as  the  speaker. 
— Beulah  Balsbaugh,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Spring  Creek. — On  July  1  our  pastor 
completed  his  tenth  year  of  faithful  serv- 
ice in  our  congregation.  This  event  was 
celebrated  by  an  anniversary  service 
preached  by  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  of  Eliza- 
bethtown.  Our  lawn  vespers  are  well  at- 
tended each  Sunday  evening.  On  July  16 
the  Moxham  church  male  chorus  of  Johns- 
town presented  a  program  of  beautiful  se- 
lections. On  Aug.  6  Bro.  William  Beahm, 
dean  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  filled 
the  pulpit.  Our  Bible  school  was  held  with 
an  enrollment  of  225.  Delegates  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  Juniata  Col- 
lege. Our  young  folks  have  been  attend- 
ing summer  camp  at  Camp  Swatara.  Girl 
Scouts,  Boy  Scouts  and  various  groups 
have  been  using  our  local  Camp  Chester 
for  their  meetings  during  the  summer 
months.  Our  church  has  been  participat- 
ing in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Hour, 
broadcasting  the  morning  service  occa- 
sionally over  station  WLBR.  A  special  din- 
ner for  shut-ins  has  been  served  by  the 
ladies'  aid.  Delegates  represented  our 
church  at  the  missionary  meeting  in  the 
Maiden  Creek  church.  Our  pastor  and 
his  wife  attended  the  Toronto  World  Con- 
ference on  Christian  Education,  serving  as 
delegates  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
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cation  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  following  Sunday  Bro.  Miller 
brought  us  an  interesting  report  of  this 
conference. — Mrs.  Ammon  B.  Gibble, 
Middletown,  Pa. 

South  Dakota 

Willow  Creek. — We  recently  had  the 
privilege  of  having  Bro.  Zook  and  his  wife 
of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  with  us.  Bro.  Zook 
preached  several  very  helpful  sermons. 
Since  we  have  no  pastor,  we  were  very 
fortunate  to  have  Bro.  Zook  with  us  at 
that  time.  He  preached  the  funeral  service 
for  Mrs.  Charles  Loomis,  who  passed  away 
on  July  6.  She  was  the  oldest  member  of 
this  congregation.  Bro.  Zook  also  con- 
ducted a  business  meeting  for  us. — Mrs. 
H.  C.  Loomis,  Wetonka,  S.  Dak. 

Virginia 

Bethlehem. — Harlan  Bowman  and  his 
wife,  Bruce  Bowman,  and  Galen  Flora 
were  installed  into  the  office  of  deacon. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  R.  Fike,  was  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  We  have 
completed  the  improvements  on  our 
church  and  installed  new  pulpit  furniture 
and  church  pews.  The  pulpit  furniture  and 
shrubbery  for  the  lawn  were  given  as  a 
memorial  for  Sister  Katie  R.  Bowman.  On 
June  25  dedication  services  were  held  with 
Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman,  president  of 
Bridgewater  College,  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. A  basket  lunch  was  served  at  noon. 
Bro.  Henry  C.  Eller,  our  former  pastor, 
conducted  the  afternoon  worship.  A  two 
weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  with 
our  pastor  as  the  director.  We  had  an  en- 
rollment of  fifty-two.  Four  classes  were 
held  on  the  theme,  Our  Church.  Offerings 
given  by  the  children  totaled  $20.70,  which 
was  put  into  a  fund  to  buy  new  hymnbooks 
for  our  church.  We  entertained  the  dis- 
trict conference  in  our  church.  Guest 
speakers  included  Brethren  Charles  E. 
Zunkel  of  Elgin  and  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India. 
Some  of  our  members  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  in  Roanoke. — Christine 
Peters,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Front  Royal. — Our  building  plans  are 
still  going  forward.  Bro.  Forrest  Groff 
was  here  recently  to  discuss  plans.  We 
have  a  100%  Messenger  club  again  this 
year.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Platter,  conducts 
a  week  of  devotions  over  our  local  radio 
station  once  every  three  months.  He  also 
took  part  in  two  round-table  discussions, 
Statements  of  Christian  Faith  and  Ex- 
cuses for  Not  Attending  Church.  Ina 
Mason  and  Etta  Bowman  were  here  for  a 
day's  institute.  Bro.  Lloyd  Haag  was  re- 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  The  ladies'  aid 
gave  the  proceeds  of  a  bake  sale,  twenty- 
five  dollars,  to  our  local  hospital,  which 
is  in  process  of  construction.  Bro.  Platter 
served  as  chairman  of  the  used  clothing 
drive,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  minis- 
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terial  association.  We  collected  2,100 
pounds  of  clothing.  Erma  Dove  and  Joan 
Strauderman  assisted  with  our  Bible 
school  July  3-14.  There  was  an  enroll- 
ment of  100  and  an  average  attendance  of 
67.  The  Browntown  church  held  its  home- 
coming on  July  9  with  Bro.  William  Ham- 
ilton of  Arcadia,  Ind.,  as  the  speaker.  A 
five-night  revival  meeting  preceded  the 
love  feast  held  at  Browntown  on  July  16. 
Bro.  Platter  held  revival  services  at  Glen 
Echo.  Four  persons  were  received  by  bap- 
tism and  two  reclaimed.  This  church,  a 
few  miles  out  of  Front  Royal,  had  been 
closed  for  many  years.  Services  were  be- 
gun again  last  fall.— Mrs.  Dewitt  H.  Whit- 
more,   Front   Royal,   Va. 


Saunders  Grove. — Brethren  H.  C.  Spang- 
ler  and  H.  N.  Whitten  continue  to  serve  us 
as  pastor  and  elder.  We  sent  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  building  a  new  church  sometime 
in  the  near  future.  We  made  a  donation 
to  district  missions.  An  investigation  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  make  sure  of  our 
church  lot  and  building  site.  We  are  hav- 
ing our  home-coming  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  August  and  our  revival  in  October. 
Stevens  Chapel  is  progressing  nicely.  Bro. 
Albert  Showalter  closed  a  week's  meeting 
there  with  one  gain  for  the  kingdom.  They 
hold  their  Sunday  school  on  Sunday  aft- 
ernoons with  good  attendance. — Mrs.  E.  G 
Wade,   Vinton,   Va. 

Topeco. — Our  council  meeting  was  held 
on  June  11,  with  Bro.  S.  B.  Alderman  pre- 
siding. Bro.  Cecil  Reed  and  our  pastor, 
Bro.  C.  R.  Simmons,  represented  us  at  An- 
nual Conference.  Some  of  our  juniors  and 
intermediates  attended  Camp  Bethel  this 
summer.  A  film,  And  Now  I  See,  was 
shown  at  our  church  by  Brethren  G.  L. 
Bowman  and  John  Abshire  of  the  Bethle- 
hem church.  Several  Lord's  acre  projects 
have  been  started  by  the  adults,  young 
people  and  children  of  the  church.  Twelve 
of  our  young  people  and  our  pastor  at- 
tended the  regional  round  table  at  Bridge- 
water.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
with  an  enrollment  of  eighty-seven.  An 
offering  of  $16.02  was  received  for  missions. 
Several  of  our  intermediates  attended  the 
district  camp  day  at  Rocky  Knob  Park  on 
Aug.  19.  Our  evangelistic  meeting  will  be 
held  Oct.  8-15.  Bro.  Harper  Will  will  be 
our  guest  minister  during  the  last  three 
weeks  of  September  and  the  first  week  oi 
October.  Prayer  meetings  will  be  held 
throughout  the  congregation  in  behalf  oi 
the  Lord's  work.  Communion  services  will 
be  held  at  our  church  on  the  evening  oi 
Sept.  30.  Work  on  our  new  church  is  pro-j 
gressing. — Mrs.  Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd, 
Va. 


ATTRACTIVE,    REDUCED    PRICES 

on  these  Brethren  Publishing  House  books,  of  which  we 
an  overstock.  Here  is  your  opportunity  to  build  up 
home  or  church  library  at  appreciable  savings. 

Title  Author 

Anna  Elizabeth  Lucile  Long  $1.50 

Anna  Elizabeth,  Seventeen  Lucile  Long  2.00 


Old 
Price 


have 
your 

New 
Pria 

$  .75 

1.0C 


(When  ordered  together  the  two  titles  above  may  be  had  jor  $1.50.) 


Basic  Belief 

Brethren  Preaching  Today 
Down  in  My  Heart 
His  Days  and  Ours 
Let's  Go  Camping 
Munition  Maker  of  Galilee 
Peace  Is  Our  Business 
Seventy  Times  Seven 


Edward  Frantz  1.25 

2.00 
William  Stafford  1.00 
C.  C.  Ellis  1.00 

Raymond  R.  Peters  1.25 
Ralph  Byers  1.00 

Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  1.75 
Rufus  D.  Bowman     1.00 


Granddaughter's  Inglenook  Cookbook 

A  Teacher's  Appreciation 
of  the  Old  Testament 


2.00 


J.  Hugh  Heckman        .90 
Willow  Brook  Farm  May  Allread  Baker   1.50 

No  further  retail  discounts  given  on  these  books. 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


.5C 
.7 
.5( 
.35 
.11 
.3f 
.7! 
.31 
1.5( 


.31 
.51 


/VIFSSEHGER 


OCTOBER  7,  1950 


Myers  from  Gendreau 


Mothers  Go  to  School 

(N  ORDER  to  learn  to  read  and  write  this  Mexican  mother  combines  family  duties 
with  her  schooling.  One  arm  must  hold  a  child  while  another  guides  a  pencil.  As 
she  listens  to  the  instructor  she  does  not  forget  the  child  bundled  so  close  to  her. 
It  is  for  the  child  that  she  works  so  hard  in  mastering  the  skills  she  was  not  permitted 
to  learn   many  years  ago. 

Mothers  quickly  discover  how  to  listen  and  learn  while  they  care  for  small 
sons  and  daughters.  Even  the  most  literate  mother,  well  equipped  with  college  degrees, 
never  stops  going  to  school.  For  motherhood  is  a  divine  vocation  that  calls  for  love 
and  understanding,  for  skill  and  dedication,  and  for  constant  learning  in  the  school 
of  prayer. 
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Conference  Reports 

We  have  enjoyed  the  Annual  Con- 
ference reports  as  they  came  out 
in  the  Messenger,  especially  the 
messages  we  heard  there.  We  can 
read  them  over  and  refresh  our 
minds  on  the  great  truths  which 
were  presented  and  often  forgotten 
afterwards. — Mrs.  Thelma  L.  Dettra, 
Westernport,  Md. 

"In  all  things  pre-eminent" 

I  share  with  many  in  the  convic- 
tion that  the  article  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  July  1,  In  All  Things, 
Pre-eminent,  should  be  published  in 
leaflet  or  tract  form  and  made  avail- 
able to  every  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren. 

This  last  message  from  the  pen 
and  heart  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  has 
special  significance  in  that  he  was 
moderator  of  this  year's  meeting. 
Also  the  church  needs  sadly  this 
reminder  and  challenging  appeal 
that  we  give  more  honor  to  the 
head  of  the  church  who  came  from 
God  and  who  went  to  God — whose 
we  are  and  whom  we  serve. — Mrs. 
Grace  Q.  Holsopple,  Chevy  Chase, 
Md. 

Messenger  readers  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  Bro.  Ellis'  address  has 
been  printed  in  pamphlet  form  and 
may  be  secured  from  Juniata  Col- 
lege, Huntingdon,  Pa. — Ed. 

Adopting  a  Child 

I  have  read  the  letter  from  a 
husband  and  wife  in  the  July  29 
issue  in  regards  to  adopting  a  child 
or  possibly  facing  life  together 
childless.  My  husband  and  I  have 
been  married  thirty  years.  In  our 
early  years  of  marriage  we  were 
faced  with  a  similar  problem  of 
not  having  children  of  our  own. 
We  both  came  from  large  families 
and  loved  children.  I  felt  home  was 
not  complete  without  one. 

I  think  it  is  the  desire  of  every 
Christian  woman  or  married  couple 
to  want  a  baby.  And  I  believe  God 
has  so  provided  there  will  always 
be  a  door  open  where  one  is  shut. 
I  had  done  a  lot  of  praying  to  be 
guided  aright  before  we  made  the 
decision  to  take  into  our  home  as 
our  own  this  tiny  baby  girl  only 
a  few  days  old. 

We  later  found  that  her  hearing 
was  affected  through  a  possible 
nerve  injury  at  birth  so  we  had 
to  give  her  special  attention  at  home 
and  school.  She  is  quite  deaf  but 
with  lip  training  and  hearing  aids 


she  gets  along  very  well.  Now  she 
is  a  lovely  Christian  girl,  married 
to  a  Christian  boy.  We  love  her 
and  she  is  a  blessing  and  I  feel  now 
it  is  the  best  thing  we  ever  did. 
Even  with  her  handicap,  I  would 
not  have  had  it  different. — A  foster 
mother. 

Korea 

You  may  have  other  remedies  for 
the  Korean  situation,  but  I  am  of 
the  belief  that  our  government  will 
do  its  job  better  .  .  .  "with  justice 
and  peace  for  all"  if  its  manifold 
activities  are  constantly,  objectively 
and  swiftly  reported  to  Christian 
people.  —  Wilbur  Dunbar,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Closed  Church 

We  were  driving  north  through  a 
Southern  city  and  I  noticed  a  sign, 
"Liquors  and  Wine,"  then  another, 
"Drinks  sold  here."  A  short  dis- 
tance further  we  stopped  for  a  red 
light;  then  I  noticed,  "Packaged 
Liquor  sold  here."  The  light 
changed  and  we  drove  on;  within 
one-half  block  we  passed  a  church 
standing  in  a  neglected  plot  of 
ground  and  across  the  door  two 
boards  nailed  in  a  rough  imitation 
of  a  cross.  A  sign  read,  "Closed 
until  further  notice."  I've  often 
mused  on  the  closed  church.  Why? 
Had  the  people  of  this  church  all 
moved  away,  or  had  other  interests 
taken  the  place  of  the  church? — 
Ruth  Williams,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Opposition  to  War 

I  don't  think  that  we,  the  Breth- 
ren, have  stood  out  in  the  face  of 
the  world  to  express  our  opposition 
to  war,  and  thus  our  boys,  many 
of  them,  have  entered  the  army  in 
the  last  world  war  and  now  are 
facing  a  very  difficult  time. 

Are  we  going  to  have  their  blood 
upon  us?  Are  we  going  to  go  on 
indifferent  toward  war  as  it  appears 
the  way  many  seem  to  act?  Must 
the  young  people  have  to  rise  up 
to  stand  against  war  to  show  the 
world  our  stand  for  peace?  Or  are 
we  going  to  stand  together  as  a 
church,  "a  people  of  God,"  bought 
by  the  love  of  God  in  the  gift  of 
the  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  sacrificed 
on  the  cross  for  the  world?  How 
can  we  unite  our  efforts  more  force- 
fully for  God?  Together  let  us  ex- 
press our  faith  in  God's  protecting 
power.  —  J.  J.  Hamm,  Centerville, 
Mich. 


God  has  provided  vast  natural 
resources  to  meet  man's  physical 
needs;  likewise  spiritual  resources 
are  unlimited  if  channels  were 
open  to  use  them  effectively 
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Resources  Unlimited 


The  church  has  yet  to  realize  what  spiritual  pow- 
can    be    released    through    ordinary    laymen 


IN  A  small  country  village, 
more  than  200  years  ago,  a 
far-sighted  man  developed 
an  efficient  system  for  a  water 
supply.  Being  convinced  that 
his  water  resource  was  unlimit- 
ed he  planned  only  for  adequate 
channeling  of  the  supply.  As  of 
this  date,  although  the  village 
has  expanded  considerably,  the 
supply  is  still  adequate,  but  new 
pipe  lines  are  needed  whenever 
an  additional  home  or  industry 
is  added  to  the  village.  The  re- 
sources are  unlimited  but  the 
channels  are  limited. 

In  1798  Thomas  Robert  Mal- 
thus  published  an  essay  on  pop- 
ulation in  which  he  maintained 
that  population  tends  to  increase 
out  of  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  means  of  subsistence.  Many 
discoveries  since  then  have 
shown  that  the  problem  consists 
largely  with  channels  of  dis- 
tribution, rather  than  with  the 
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food  resources.  Many  experts 
feel  that  the  good  earth  can 
yield  boundless  resources.  In 
spite  of  these  unlimited  re- 
sources, however,  millions  are 
starving  and  many  others  suffer 
from  malnutrition. 

These  two  illustrations  of  ma- 
terial resources  are  forceful 
parables  of  a  spiritual  problem. 
Almost  every  major  public 
address  touching  on  the  world 
situation,  the  state  of  our  gov- 
ernment or  the  disintegration  of 
our  society  is  concluded  with  a 
plea  for  a  spiritual  awakening. 
If  only  the  will  of  God  could  be 
more  vital  in  the  decisions  of 
men  and  women,  exclaim  the 
speakers.  Is  there  a  limit  to 
God's  wisdom  or  his  grace  or  his 
spiritual  resources  of  whatever 
sort?     Certainly    not.     The    re- 


sources are  unlimited  but  the 
channels,  his  professed  follow- 
ers, are  limited  in  number  and 
many  are  not  open  channels  at 
all.  " 

When  our  economic  society 
finds  it  impossible  to  employ  its 
human  resources  we  have  a  ma- 
jor crisis.  If  an  industry  can- 
not find  work  for  one  of  its 
employees,  the  employee  is 
dismissed.  Even  though  the 
employee  is  unable  to  get  em- 
ployment, the  industry  has 
solved  its  problem.  Such  is  not 
the  case  in  the  church.  The 
church  may  have  difficulty  in 
getting  spiritual  employment  for 
all  its  members,  but  it  can  never 
dismiss  members  because  they 
are  not  busily  engaged  in  church 
work.  There  is  need  now  in  the 
church  to  consider  this  failure 
of  the  church.  The  human  chan- 
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nels  of  the  church  must  convey 
God's  unlimited  resources  to  all 
those  who  in  our  day  and  every 
day  need  them.  If  our  church 
organization  prevents  the  flow 
of  latent  spiritual  talents,  then 
the  structure  must  be  changed. 
The  church  cannot  afford  unem- 
ployment. 

Unemployed  Christians 

Why  do  we  have  so  many 
unemployed  Christians  today? 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  J.  Gordon 
Chamberlain,  Herbert  Hoover 
and  numerous  others  believe 
that  there  are  four  general 
trends  which  the  church  must 
overcome  before  God's  bound- 
less resources  can  flow  into  our 
troubled  and  disturbed  and  spir- 
itually impoverished  world. 

First,  we  must  overcome  the 
trend  toward  specialization;  we 
must  stop  our  glorification  of 
the  expert.  This  is  in  no  manner 
an  argument  against  the  best- 
trained  ministry  possible.  It 
merely  suggests  that  it  is  better 
to  have  the  work  of  the  church 
done  by  hundreds  than  by  a 
score  of  highly  trained  workers. 
God  has  always  used  those  who 
were  willing  to  do  his  work  and 
some  of  his  best  servants  were 


not  professional.  The  Christian 
church  owes  a  great  debt  to  the 
highly  educated  Paul,  but  it 
owes  much  also  to  lowly  fisher- 
men like  Peter.  The  trend  to- 
ward professionalism  is  current 
today  in  finance,  in  education,  in 
politics,  in  medicine  and  in 
many  other  fields.  It  dare  not 
vitiate  the  church. 

The  second  trend  which  the 
church  must  overcome  is  the 
tendency  to  furnish  mere  enter- 
tainment. Many  people  report- 
that  a  "church  service  is  just 
about  the  best  show  for  a  quar- 
ter." Herbert  Hoover  said,  "It 
is  no  part  of  vital  religion  to  be 
a  spectator  only."  Francis  Har- 
mon said,  "It  is  better  to  fum- 
ble a  hundred  times  than  never 
to  run  with  the  ball."  When 
Christ  promised  that  "where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  my  name,  there  am  I 
in  the  midst  of  them,"'  I  am 
quite  certain  that  he  did  not 
refer  to  one  actor  and  several 
spectators.  The  music,  the 
Scripture  reading,  all  of  worship 
require  more  than  specialists  do- 
ing their  stuff  for  those  who 
paid  a  quarter  for  entertain- 
ment. 

The  third  trend  to  overcome 


is  building  an  inanimate  cor- 
poration of  limited  liability.  To 
escape  personal  liability  many 
businesses  have  been  organized 
into  corporations.  Stockholders 
can  lose  only  their  own  stock. 
Many  church  members  do  not 
feel  the  force  of  a  partnership 
when  their  church  is  in  great 
need.  "Bear  ye  one  another's 
burdens"  is  not  the  law  of  a  cor- 
poration. If  the  evangelization 
of  the  world  is  ever  to  be  ac- 
complished it  must  be  through 
thousands  of  ordinary  Christians 
becoming  passionately  active 
rather  than  through  several  lead- 
ers holding  large  meetings.  Po- 
litical leaders  know  the  value 
of  precinct  workers  and  in  a 
similar  manner  church  leaders 
must  recognize  the  job  of  the 
average  humble  layman. 

Fourth,  there  is  a  trend  to- 
ward naturalism  which  must  be 
overcome.  We  are  fast  becom- 
ing scientific  giants  and  ethical 
and  spiritual  dwarfs.  We  know 
more  about  killing  than  we  do 
about  living.  We  know  how  to 
get  into  wars  but  do  not  know 
how  to  avoid  them  and  wage  a 
peace.  We  seem  to  forget  too 
easily  that  man  may  be  God-in- 
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EDITORIAL 


Where  the  Church  Stands 

WHAT  is  the  role  of  a  peace  church  in 
these  days  of  rapid  mobilization  for  war? 
Does  the  Brethren  witness  against  war 
and  its  testimony  for  the  way  of  love  have  any 
relevance  for  today?  Is  our  historic  peace  posi- 
tion a  Christian  policy  for  the  present  or  is  it 
merely — historic  ? 

Questions  like  these  continue  to  confront 
Brethren,  not  only  those  of  draft  age,  but  others 
as  well.  Certainly  there  are  no  easy  answers 
when  one's  Christian  convictions  run  counter  to 
the  mood  of  the  times.  But  Christians  should  be 
accustomed  to  taking  difficult  paths.    It  is   im- 
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portant  to  look  again  at  the  often  reaffirmed 
Brethren  position  on  war.  That  is  why  the  Gospel 
Messenger  is  happy  to  reprint  in  full  the  text  of  a 
considered  statement  adopted  by  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  1948.  Every  reader  will  want  to  read  it, 
both  in  the  light  of  the  pressing  decisions  that 
await  him  and  in  the  light  of  Jesus'  own  words. 
Having  studied  the  stand  of  the  church,  many 
of  us  will  want  to  reaffirm  our  own  stand.  We 
can  do  that  in  a  positive  way  by  signing  the  state- 
ment that  appears  on  page  eleven.  The  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  in  attempting  to  help  Breth- 
ren give  expression  to  their  convictions  in  con- 
structive ways,  will  welcome  suggestions  from  our 
readers.  Representative  statements  lifting  up  the 
duty  of  Christians  in  this  time  of  crisis  will  also 
be  welcomed  for  publication  in  this  paper. 


Take  .   .   .  and  Learn 

Matt.  11:29 

IN  OUR  schools  they  still  teach  the  three  R's 
— but  not  with  the  methods  that  were  used 
on  an  earlier  generation.  The  old  arithmetic 
books  gave  a  multiplication  table  to  be  memo- 
rized and  a  long  list  of  problems  to  be  solved  in 
each  day's  assignment.  In  some  cases  the  answers 
were  printed  in  the  back  of  the  book.  We  learned 
to  manipulate  figures — some  of  us  with  skill, 
others  with  difficulty.  But  when  we  added  2  and 
2  we  didn't  care  whether  we  thought  of  apples 
or  pencils  or  dogs. 

But  nowadays  the  arithmetic  workbooks  are 
filled  with  pictures.  The  second  grader  learns 
about  numbers  as  he  looks  at  the  objects  he  works 
with.  Two  apples  plus  two  apples  are  four  ap- 
ples. He  learns  to  manipulate  objects  not  in  the 
abstract  but  in  the  concrete. 

Jesus  had  a  way  of  teaching  by  using  con- 
crete examples.  He  knew  that  experience  is  the 
teacher  whose  lessons  are  remembered.  So  when 
he  called  on  men  to  learn  from  him,  he  did  not 
give  them  a  lengthy  dissertation  on  the  subtle 
relationships  between  the  first  and  second  Per- 
sons of  the  Trinity.  Nor  did  he  analyze  his 
position  in  the  Godhead.  The  common  folk  of 
Galilee  would  not  have  understood.  Instead  he 
spoke  of  his  Father  in  heaven,  of  prodigal  sons, 
of  good  shepherds,  of  an  easy  yoke  and  a  light 
burden. 

We  do  not  learn  of  Jesus  by  reading  about  him 
or  by  listening  to  tributes  to  him.  We  must  come 
to  him  for  rest,  we  must  take  his  yoke,  we  must 
deny  ourselves,  we  must  launch  out  into  the  deep, 
we  must  give  and  forgive  and  love  and  work.  It 
is  in  the  doing  that  we  learn.  It  is  in  the  practice 
of  our  faith  that  we  gain  understanding  and  con- 
viction. 

Brethren  have  been  blessed  with  a  tradition 
that  dispensed  with  subtle  distinctions  in  favor  of 
a  practical  attempt  to  take  the  Master  at  his 
word.  Whether  we  take  his  easy  yoke  or  his 
heavy  cross,  we  can  learn  of  him. 


Your  Parish 

IF  EVERY  Christian  is  a  minister— and  that 
is  just  another  way  of  emphasizing  the  Prot- 
estant idea  of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers 
—then  every  Christian  should  take  a  look  at  his 
parish.  If  a  Christian  layman  recognizes  his  re- 
sponsibility to  live  as  a  man  of  God,  he  will  share 
in  his  pastor's  ministry  to  a  definite  parish  in  a 
needy  world.  But  how  large  is  your  parish  and 
where  will  you  look  for  it? 

An  obvious  part  of  your  parish  is  your  home. 


On  Civil  Disobedience 

...  I  think  that  we  should  be  men  first, 
and  subjects  afterwards.  ...  It  is  not  so 
important  that  many  should  be  as  good  as 
you,  as  that  there  be  some  absolute  good- 
ness somewhere.  .  .  .  Under  a  government 
which  imprisons  any  unjustly,  the  true  place 
for  a  just  man  is  also  a  prison.  ...  A  man 
has  not  everything  to  do,  but  something; 
and  because  he  cannot  do  everything,  it 
is  not  necessary  that  he  should  do  some- 
thing wrong.  .  .  .  Any  man  more  right  than 
his  neighbors  constitutes  a  majority  of  one 
already.  ...  Is  there  not  a  sort  of  blood 
shed  when  the  conscience  is  wounded? 
Through  this  wound  a  man's  real  manhood 
and  immortality  flow  out,  and  he  bleeds 
to  an  everlasting  death. 

— Henry   David   Thoreau. 


It  is  there  among  the  members  of  your  own  fam- 
ily that  your  Christian  faith  is  most  frequently 
tested.  It  is  there  that  you  learn  to  forgive  as 
well  as  confess  your  faults,  to  restore  the  sick 
as  well  as  to  find  restoration,  to  win  your  dearest 
ones  to  membership  in  the  family  of  God.  Yes, 
your  home  is  your  parish. 

You  live  in  a  neighborhood.  The  neighbors 
may  annoy  you  because  you  hear  them  on  the 
floor  below,  or  you  may  see  them  only  when  their 
cows  get  on  your  side  of  the  fence.  But  still  they 
are  your  neighbors.  They  are  a  part  of  your 
parish.  You  have  a  responsibility  for  their  citi- 
zenship (or  lack  of  it)  and  you  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  witness  before  them  for  the  Christ  you 
serve.  You  cannot,  as  a  Christian,  put  up  a  No 
Trespassing  sign  and  live  to  yourself.  You  must 
minister  to  the  needs  of  your  neighborhood  parish. 

You  live  in  a  world  so  big  and  complicated 
that  you  feel  lost  in  it,  especially  when  it  seems 
bent  on  blasting  itself  to  pieces  in  ways  you  can- 
not approve.  Maybe  its  worst  problems  are  not 
of  your  making.  But  like  John  Wesley  you  can 
say,  "The  world  is  my  parish."  And  you  can  min- 
ister to  many  of  its  needs  even  if  you  never  leave 
home.  You  can  pray  for  the  unfortunate  victims 
of  war.  You  can  vote  and  speak  for  policies  that 
approach  Christian  standards.  You  can  support 
the  world-wide  outreach  of  your  church.  You 
can  give  material  aid  and  financial  help  to  those 
who  represent  you  in  this  larger  parish. 

The  Christian  layman  has  a  tremendous  job 
on  his  hands.  In  helping  to  win  a  world  to  Christ 
he  discovers  the  thrill  of  working  with  God.  And 
that  makes  an  adventure  out  of  serving  in  any 
parish.  Your  field  is  the  world.  Your  parish 
reaches  as  far  as  does  the  mercy  of  God. 
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The  National  Council  o]  Churches  will  give  foreign  missions 


An  Outreach  and  a  United  Witness 


FRIENDLY  co-operation  with 
those  of  other  denomina- 
tions has  been  a  watchword 
among  our  missionaries  ever 
since  the  Stovers  arrived  in  In- 
dia over  a  half  century  ago. 
Bro.  Stover  spoke  freely  about 
missionaries  there  who  wel- 
comed them  to  India  and  then 
assisted  them  in  becoming  estab- 
lished at  Bulsar.  Our  mission- 
aries in  various  countries  have 
worked  both  separately  as  a  de- 
nomination and  in  neighborly 
co-operation  with  those  of  other 
churches.  In  foreign  missions 
we  are  summoned  to  rediscover 
our  common  unity  in  Christ,  be- 
cause of  the  many  divisions  that 
beset  our  world  and  the  urgency 
of  a  vast  work  to  be  done. 

At  home  we  have  co-operated 
with  others  through  affiliation 
with  the  Foreign  Missions  Con- 
ference of  North  America.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  today  include  nine- 
ty-nine different  mission  boards 
and  societies  and  fifty-four  dif- 
ferent church  denominations. 
The  Conference  provides  a 
means  by  which  those  of  dif- 
ferent doctrinal  heritage  can 
counsel  and  work  together  in 
the  foreign  mission  work  "with 
a  conviction  of  oneness  in  Christ 
as  divine  Lord  and  Savior.  Dur- 
ing the  years  our  mission  board 
secretaries,  J.  H.  B.  Williams, 
Charles  D.  Bonsack,  Leland  S. 
Brubaker,  and  other  members 
of  the  church  have  represented 
us  in  this  goodly  fellowship. 

Delegates  to  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Conference  meet  annually, 
and  they  serve  on  committees 
dealing  wtih  missions  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  There  are 
committees  for  work  in  differ- 
ent geographical  areas,  and  func- 
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tional  committees  for  work  in 
agricultural  and  rural  missions, 
literacy  and  medicine.  The 
Conference  has  an  executive 
secretary  and  there  are  also 
secretaries  who  serve  the  area 
and  functional  committees.  Es- 
tablished in  1893,  one  year  be- 
fore our  work  was  opened  in 
India,  the  Foreign  Missions  Con- 
ference has  an  unbroken  record 
of  fifty-seven  years  in  serving 
the  cause  of  co-operation. 

Now,  after  much  prayer  and 
careful  study,  the  Conference 
has  decided  to  join  with  seven 
other  interdenominational  bod- 
ies like  the  Home  Missions 
Council  and  the  United  Stew- 
ardship Council  to  form  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  become  its  Divi- 
sion of  Foreign  Missions.  The 
National  Council  is  to  be  estab- 
lished during  a  special  convoca- 
tion to  be  held  for  that  purpose 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  November 
28,— December  1,  1950.  Those  in- 
terested in  foreign  missions  will 
rightly  ask:  "How  will  this  new 
relationship  affect  the  life  and 
work  of  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference?  What  advantages 
will  come  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  our  own  work  in 
foreign   missions?" 

For  our  mission  work  to  be 


The  National  Council  of  Church- 
es of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  will  con- 
solidate the  co-operative  program 
of  the  churches  in  all  areas  of 
Christian  life  abroad  and  at  home. 
The  Foreign  Missions  Conference 
is  one  of  the  eight  interdenomina- 
tional agencies  becoming  a  part 
of  the  National  Council. 


thus  linked  in  consultative  re- 
lationship with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
there  are  several  values: 

(1)  A  wider  opportunity  for 
counsel  and  for  the  sharing  of 
experience.  The  idea  of  a  Na- 
tional Council  better  to  co-or- 
dinate Protestant  church  life  is 
not  new.  For  over  ten  years  a 
small  company  of  men  and  wom- 
en have  been  praying  and  work- 
ing toward  this  end.  The  eight 
bodies  which  are  entering  thej 
new  relationship  are  not  new  to 
one  another.  Most  of  them  have 
been  neighboring  together  in 
Christian  work  for  many  years. 
As  a  division  of  the  National 
Council  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  will  continue  sub- 
stantially autonomous,  but  there 
should  be  advantages  in  closer 
linkage  with  the  other  Protes-J 
tant  bodies  which  represent  our 
church  program  in  America 

(2)  A  place  for  foreign  mis 
sions   in   the   main   current   o; 
church  life.    There  has  been  a 
tendency    by    some    to    regard] 
missions  as  a  separate  interes 
or    a   side   issue,    appealing   tcj 
certain  young  people  only  and) 
to    certain    groups    within    tin 
church.      The     increased    nee 
for  making  the  redeeming  and 
reconciling    message    of    Chrisl 
known  to  the  world  should  b 
the  burden  and  concern  of 
The   Great   Commission,   whic 
includes    all   mankind    both   all 
home   and  abroad,  should  now 
be  a  major  goal  in  church  pol- 
icy.  The  sense  of  penitence  anc 
humility    which    must    charae 
terize    foreign    missions    todaj 
because   of  our   misdeeds   as  < 
nation  must  become  a  leaveninj 
influence  in  our  whole  churc 
life.      Church     advance     toda; 
must  be  an  advance  in  the  ef 
fectiveness    and    the    spiritua 


content  of  our  efforts;  not  mere- 
ly doing  more  of  what  we  did 
yesterday. 

Also,  in  our  Christian  witness 
abroad  we  are  faced  squarely  by 
the  problems  of  mass  poverty, 
rural  rehabilitation,  health  and 
illiteracy.  These  are  at  the  base 
of  the  revolution  which  is  sweep- 
ing across  Asia.  The  United 
States  can  no  longer  remain  as 
an  island  of  plenty  and  comfort 
in  a  sea  of  want.  It  is  most  time- 
ly that  our  full  missionary  ob- 
ligation come  to  the  center  of 
our  church  life  as  a  priority. 

(3)  Economy  and  more  effec- 
tive service  to  the  denomina- 
tions. We  shall  secure  the  same 
advantages  from  the  Division  of 
Foreign  Missions  that  we  have 
enjoyed  in  the  past,  plus  cer- 
tain added  values,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  eight  agencies  op- 
erating in  mutual  consultation 
can  eliminate  overlapping  and 
do  a  better  job  both  individu- 
ally and  collectively.  We  refer 
especially  to  such  matters  as 
missionary  education,  the  enlist- 
ment of  the  very  best  qualified 
young  people  and  a  more  ade- 
quate financial  support  for  mis- 
sions. In  missionary  education, 
for  example,  we  have  a  growing 
responsibility  for  reaching  be- 
yond the  circle  of  those  directly 
interested  in  missions.  Tourists, 
businessmen  and  the  many  oth- 
ers who  go  abroad  today  can  do 


much  to  make  or  break  the  con- 
structive and  healing  influence 
of  missions  by  their  attitude  and 
conduct.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant that  the  purpose  and 
message  of  missions  be  more 
widely  interpreted  today  in 
view  of  the  vastly  increased 
communication  and  travel. 

(4)  A  United  Christian  Wit- 
ness. The  creeping  blight  of  ma- 
terialism at  home  and  the  many 
problems  facing  missions  abroad 
constitute  a  summons  for  all 
evangelical  Christians  to  join 
hands  in  this  common  cause.  As 
Brethren  we  all  have  a  rich 
denominational  heritage.  It  is 
right  that  we  cherish  it.  But 
just  as  a  healthy  community 
consists  of  many  families  work- 
ing together,  we  must  in  our 
Christian  world  obligations  see 
beyond  our  denominational  ties 
to  common  tasks  which  summon 
all  of  us  to  arise  in  the  unity  we 
find  in  Christ  to  meet  obliga- 
tions which  call  for  united  de- 
votion and  sacrifice.  If  we  as 
Christians  would  help  to  pro- 
mote unity  abroad  we  must  give 
expression  to  unity  at  home. 

It  is  for  us  to  live  in  a  time 
of  both  terror  and  splendor. 
There  is  terror  because  of  what 
is  happening  in  various  quarters 
of  the  world  where  the  starving, 
the  homeless  and  the  orphaned 
are  no  longer  even  counted. 
There  is  terror  in  the  fact  that 


war  to  a  large  extent  is  the  con- 
summation of  the  divisions  that 
beset  mankind,  religiously,  po- 
litically and  otherwise.  We  have 
been  so  slow  as  Christians  in 
helping  to  reconcile  and  heal 
these  divisions.  There  is  splen- 
dor and  hope  in  the  fact  that 
God  is  still  in  the  world  ready 
to  reconcile  men  unto  himself. 

We  mentioned  above  several 
advantages  that  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  might  receive  in 
its  missionary  program  from 
membership  in  the  National 
Council.  May  we  suggest  that 
what  we  receive  from  the  Na- 
tional Council  will  be  deter- 
mined largely  by  the  measure  of 
devotion,  consecration  and  sacri- 
fice that  we  bring  in.  One  aim 
of  the  National  Council  is  to 
provide  a  channel  by  which  all 
denominations  can  work  togeth- 
er more  effectively.  Never  has 
our  world  been  so  closely  united 
physically  as  it  is  today;  never 
before  has  it  been  so  divided 
spiritually.  It  is  imperative  that 
all  consecrated  Christians  join 
hands  in  helping  to  provide  a 
more  united  witness  to  our  di- 
vided world.  From  the  Pre- 
amble to  the  National  Council's 
Constitution  we  may  read:  "In 
the  providence  of  God,  the  time 
has  come  when  it  seems  fitting 
more  fully  to  manifest  our  one- 
ness in  Jesus  Christ  as  divine 
Lord  and  Savior." 


The  Pines 

Dale    Barnard 

Portland,  Michigan 

Did  God  know  when  he  made  the  pines 
that  crooked  limbs  would  outward  climb 
to  face  the  sky? 

Did  he  know  that  from  those  limbs 
the  pine  cones  fell  to  earth  again 
and  set  a  tree? 

Did  he  know  that  from  the  seed 
man's  desires  and  his  needs 
would  be  supplied? 

Did  he  know  that  in  our  time 

in  forest  depths  we  still  could  find 

an  old  pine  tree? 
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Physical  growth  is  more  easily  discerned 
than  growth  toward  emotional  and  spirit- 
ual maturity 


Edgar  G.  Petry 

Lima,  Ohio 


Are  You  Still  Growing? 


DURING  the  vacation  sea- 
son, many  of  us  made  pil- 
grimages to  visit  friends 
or  to  attend  conferences.  Some- 
one whom  we  had  not  seen  for 
a  year  was  certain  to  look  at 
our  children  and  say,  "My,  how 
Johnny  has  grown,"  or  "Sue  is 
a  young  lady  already."  This 
pleased  everyone  but  the  chil- 
dren who  were  embarrassed  by 
the  attention. 

When  Jesus  went  with  his 
parents  to  the  temple  at  the  age 
of  twelve,  someone  may  have 
said  of  him,  "My,  how  he  has 
grown."  The  parents  were  to 
have  this  truth  driven  home  to 
them  a  few  days  later.  After 
starting  home,  they  missed  Je- 
sus and  returned  to  the  temple 
to  find  him  sitting  with  the  doc- 
tors, listening  and  asking  ques- 
tions. The  depth  of  his  mind 
was  astonishing  to  those  who 
observed,  and  even  Mary  was 
puzzled  when  he  said,  "Do  you 
not  know  that  I  must  be  about 
my  Father's  business?"   Yes,  he 
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had  grown,  physically,  spiritu- 
ally, socially  and  intellectually. 

Growth  is  natural.  There  must 
be  growth  or  decay.  While 
there  is  life  there  is  change.  It 
is  easy  to  detect  this  change  in 
our  bodies.  Our  hair  grows  and 
we  need  to  go  to  the  barber  fre- 
quently for  a  hair  cut.  Our  fin- 
ger nails  grow  enough  in  a  few 
days  that  we  can  note  the 
change.  While  these  changes 
are  obvious,  other  changes  are 
constantly  taking  place.  Our 
minds  are  growing  and  devel- 
oping. Through  exposure  to  new 
ideas,  new  pictures,  new  books, 
they  are  changing.  Our  social 
patterns  are  changing.  New 
friends,  new  attitudes  toward 
people,  new  experiences  with 
our  neighbors  are  remaking  us 
constantly.  We  are  growing  in 
relation  to  God;  at  least,  the  re- 
lationship is  constantly  being 
altered.  We  cannot  arrive  at 
a  fixed  pattern  and  camp  upon 
it,  but  by  the  exercise  of  faith, 
or  lack  of  it,  we  develop  and 
change. 

Some  of  this  growth  is  difficult 


to  observe  and  to  direct.  Some 
of  it  is  the  result  of  neglect  and 
is  of  a  negative  nature.  But 
just  as  our  physical  bodies 
change,  so  growth  goes  on  apace  ( 
in  all  these  areas.  We  need  to  be 
alert.  Although  growth  and 
change  are  inevitable,  we  will) 
direct  them  if  we  are  wise. 

Growth   can  be   directed   for 
it  takes  place  by  orderly  proc- 
esses.     This    may    be     demon- 
strated by  a  tree.    The  tree  is) 
equipped  for  growth.    It  has  an 
intricate  system  of  roots  through  j 
which  it  obtains  moisture  and! 
plant  food.  It  has  leaves  through 
which  it  breathes.    It  takes  the 
carbon  dioxide  from  the  air  and 
gives  off  oxygen,  thus  reversing  J 
the     process     of     animals     and  j 
helping  to  maintain  a  balance  j 
in    the    atmosphere.     The    tree 
takes  the  elements  from  its  en- 
vironment and  assimilates  them 
and  grows.   But  note  that  it  se- 
lects  only  those  elements  that 
are  beneficial. 

Our  growth  is  like  that — con- 
sciously or  unconsciously.  Our 
lives   are   rooted   in   a   heritage  j 


of  home  and  church.  We  are 
surrounded  by  all  sorts  of  in- 
fluences, until  our  atmosphere 
almost  defies  description.  It 
changes  from  place  to  place. 
From  the  environment,  we 
select  the  elements  that  go  to- 
gether and  determine  our 
growth.  We  are  not  created 
full  grown  and  complete,  but 
mentally,  physically,  spiritually 
and  socially  we  grow  and  change 
and  develop. 

To  be  balanced,  growth  must 
include  the  four  areas  I  have 
mentioned.  Those  who  develop 
in  only  one  area  become  freaks, 
whether  freaks  of  body,  mind 
or  soul  makes  little  difference. 
We  look  upon  Jesus  as  being  a 
perfect  example,  well-rounded 
in  all  these  areas.  That  it  is 
not  enough  to  grow  in  favor 
with  God  is  shown  by  the  child's 
prayer  to  God  to  make  all  the 
bad  people  good,  and  all  the 
good  people  nice.  It  is  demon- 
strated by  Christ's  teaching  that 
one  cannot  attain  religious  stat- 
ure until  he  has  learned  proper 
relationships  with  his  fellow 
men. 

Now  let  us  look  briefly  at 
each  of  these  four  areas.   To  fol- 


low the  text,  the  first  is  mental. 
Long  ago  it  was  written,  "Wis- 
dom is  the  principal  thing;  get 
wisdom  and  with  all  thy  getting, 
get  understanding."  This  recog- 
nizes that  the  mere  piling  up  of 
knowledge  does  not  necessarily 
make  one  wise.  Growth  here  is 
a  process  of  selection.  In  our 
day,  we  cannot  possibly  read  all 
that  is  printed,  see  all  that  is 
being  shown,  hear  all  that  is  be- 
ing said.  We  must  select  with 
our  goals  in  mind.  If  we  want 
to  be  lawyers  we  will  go  to  a 
law  school,  not  to  a  dancing 
school;  if  engineers,  we  will 
read  the  engineering  texts,  not 
the  comic  strips  alone.  If  we 
want  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
Bible  and  of  human  affairs,  we 
must  study  the  right  books  and 
spend  our  time  in  the  right 
places.  The  minds  of  many  peo- 
ple today  are  cluttered  with 
odds  and  ends  of  knowledge 
from  a  wide  variety  of  places, 
but  they  are  poorly  equipped  to 
live  in  this  complex  world.  We 
must  have  a  basic  goal  in  mind, 
a  basic  faith  if  we  are  to  grow 
mentally. 

Physical  growth  is  more  ob- 
vious and  needs  little  comment. 


A  diet  of  Bible 
study,  medita- 
tion, worship 
and  service  is 
as  necessary  to 
grow  spiritual- 
ly as  a  diet  of 
vegetables,  ce- 
reals, meat, 
milk  and  vita- 
mins instead  of 
ice  cream  is  for 
physical  de- 
velopment 


We  know  the  rules  of  health, 
whether  we  follow  them  or  not. 
We  do  not  eat  candy  or  drink 
pop  all  the  time.  We  select  the 
food  that  is  best  fitted  to  our 
needs,  and  growth  takes  place 
naturally  and  normally.  Poor 
selection  of  food  and  poor  health 
practices  must  sooner  or  later 
result  in  ill-health. 

How  do  we  grow  in  favor 
with  God?  Certainly  not  by  fill- 
ing our  lives  with  everything 
else  but  God.  That  is  the  way 
many  people  live  today,  yet 
claim  favor  with  God.  The  prin- 
ciples for  growth  in  this  area 
are  the  same  as  in  other  areas. 
From  the  atmosphere  around  us 
we  must  select  those  things  that 
exalt  God  and  give  him  a  place. 
The  pictures  we  see,  the  books 
and  magazines  we  read,  the 
things  we  hear,  these  must  speak 
of  God.  You  do  not  grow  physi- 
cally on  poisoned  food.  Neither 
can  you  grow  spiritually  on 
poisoned  rations  in  pictures, 
stories  or  even  friends. 

Jesus  increased  in  favor  with 
man.  He  had  friends  and  grew 
in  his  capacity  for  friendship. 
This  is  a  part  of  the  Christian 
life.  Growth  in  friendship  de- 
velops along  the  pathway  of 
sharing,  mutual  understanding 
and  common  ideals.  Friendship 
cannot  grow  on  hatred,  jealousy, 
pettiness  or  selfishness.  We 
must  choose  what  we  want  and 
we  will  grow  accordingly. 

Growth  is  inevitable.  We 
must  not  let  chance  and  circum- 
stance determine  the  direction 
of  our  lives.  Let  us  set  up  goals, 
Christian  goals.  Then  we  can  se- 
lect those  things  that  make  for 
growth  and  like  Christ  we  grow 
in  "wisdom  and  stature  and  in 
favor  with  God  and  man." 

NEXT   WEEK 

Christ  and  Communism,  by  Leland 
Emrick. 

Invocation  for  Another  Conference, 

by  Kermit  Eby. 
What      We      Believe,      by      Ralph 

Tur  nidge. 
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The  CHURCH  States  Its  Positior 


THE  Church  of  the  Brethren 
views  with  deep  concern 
current  proposals  to  com- 
mit our  nation  to  a  permanent 
peacetime  policy  of  military  con- 
scription through  a  revival  of 
selective  service  or  the  enact- 
ment of  universal  military  train- 
ing or  both.*  Fearing  that  these 
preparations  for  war  will  hasten 
the  coming  of  actual  war,  the 
church  finds  it  necessary  to  state 
again  its  convictions  about  war, 
preparation  for  war,  military 
service,  and  the  attitudes  which 
the  church  commends  to  its 
members,  particularly  those  di- 
rectly affected  by  conscription. 

I.  The  Church  and  War 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
since  its  beginning  in  1708,  has 
repeatedly  declared  its  position 
against  war.  Our  understanding 
of  the  life  and  teachings  of 
Christ  as  revealed  in  the  New 
Testament  led  our  Annual  Con- 
ference in  1934  to  resolve:  "All 
war  is  sin.  We,  therefore,  can- 
not encourage,  engage  in,  or 
willingly  profit  from  armed  con- 
flict at  home  or  abroad.  We  can- 
not, in  the  event  of  war,  accept 
military  service  or  support  the 
military  machine  in  any  capa- 
city." This  conviction,  which 
we  reaffirm  in  1948,  grew  out  of 
such  teachings  of  Christ  as  the 
following:  "But  I  say  unto  you, 
L«ove  your  enemies,  bless  them 
that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you  and  pray  for  them 
which  despitefully  use  you" 
(Matt.  5:44). 

51.  The  Church  and  Conscience 

The  church  has  stood  likewise 
for  the  principle  of  freedom  of 
worship  and  freedom  of  con- 
science.   We  cannot,   therefore, 


•This  statement  was  adopted  by  the  Colo- 
rado Springs  Conference  just  before  the 
Selective  Service  Act  of  1948  was  passed 
by  Congress. 
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"But  I  say  to  you.  Love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  you,  so  that  you  may  be 
sons  of  your  Father  who  is  in 
heaven"  (R.S.V.) 


concede  to  the  state  the  authori- 
ty to  conscript  its  citizens  for 
military  training  or  military 
service  against  their  religious 
convictions.  The  church  itself 
respects  the  right  of  the  indi- 
vidual conscience  within  its 
membership  and  has  never  set 
up  an  authoritative  creed.  In- 
stead, it  accepts  the  entire  New 
Testament  as  its  rule  of  faith 
and  practice  and  seeks  to  lead 
its  members  to  comprehend  and 
accept  for  themselves  the  mind 
of  Christ  as  the  guide  for  their 
conviction  and  conduct. 

We  seek  no  special  privilege 
from  our  government.  What  we 
seek  for  ourselves,  we  seek  for 
all — the  right  of  individual  con- 
science, which  no  governmental 
authority  can  abrogate.  As 
Peter  said,  "We  must  obey  God 
rather  than  man"   (Acts  5:29). 

III.  The  Church  and  Spiritual  Nur- 
ture 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
seeks  by  processes  of  education 
and  spiritual  nurture  to  help  its 
members  develop  within  them- 
selves a  spirit  of  peace  and  an 
attitude  of  nonviolence  as  an 
outgrowth  of  deep  religious  con- 
viction. We  endeavor  through 
the  services  of  the  church,  our 
Sunday  and  weekday  educa- 
tional program,  our  colleges  and 
seminary,  our  preaching  minis- 
try, our  summer  camp  activities, 
our  personal  counseling  and  our 


continuing  and  widespread  min- 
istry in  relief  and  rehabilitation 
to  lead  individuals  into  such  in- 
timate contact  with  Jesus,  our: 
Lord,  that  they  will  commit 
themselves  to  him  and  to  the 
manner  of  life  which  he  taught 
and  exemplified.  We  believe 
that  such  commitment  leads  to 
the  way  of  love  and  of  nonvio- 
lence as  a  central  principle  of 
Christian  conduct. 

We  recognize  that  there  are 
varying  degrees  of  achievement 
of  this  sought-for  result  in  indi- 
viduals and  churches,  but  we 
seek  to  maintain  a  deep  and 
growing  fellowship  among  our- 
selves and  between  ourselves 
and  our  Master  in  order  that  we 
might  increasingly  know  his 
purpose  and  do  his  will. 

IV.  The  Church  and  Citizenship 

We  believe  that  our  supreme 
citizenship  is  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,  but  we  undertake  to 
render  constructive  and  creative 
service  in  the  existing  state.  We 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage 
and  encourage  our  members  to 
regard  public  office  as  an  op- 
portunity to  work  for  goodj 
government  in  keeping  with  our 
Brethren  values.  In  a  Chris- 
tian democracy  we  must  assume 
responsibility  for  helping  toj 
create  an  intelligent  and  Chris- 
tian public  opinion  which  will! 
result  in  legislation  in  harmony) 
with  the  eternal  laws  of  God. 
As  Christian  citizens,  we  con-l 
sider  it  our  duty  to  obey  all 
civil  laws  which  do  not  violatel 
these  higher  laws.  We  seek,, 
however,  to  go  beyond  the  di 
mands  of  law,  giving  time,  effort, 
life  and  property  in  a  ministry 
to  human  needs  without  regardj 
to  race,  creed  or  nationality.  We| 
attempt  to  reconcile  conflicting 
persons  and  groups,  leading 
them  toward  fuller  human 
brotherhood  under  a  commor 
divine  allegiance. 


on  WAR  and  PEACE 


V.  The  Church  and  Conscription 

Inasmuch  as  the  church  be- 
lieves in  the  right  of  individual 
conscience,  it  recognizes  that 
various  positions  on  war  and 
military  service  will  be  taken 
by  its  members.  Some  feel  com- 
pelled by  their  Christian  con- 
victions to  refuse  to  register 
with  the  government  under  a 
draft  act.  Some  believe  it  to  be 
their  Christian  obligation  to  ren- 
der full  or  limited  military 
service.  Others  feel  it  to  be 
their  Christian  duty  to  register 
with  the  government  as  consci- 
entious objectors  to  military 
training  or  service  and  to  ex- 
press their  willingness  to  engage 
in  constructive  civilian  service. 

The  church  seeks  to  maintain 
a  fellowship  of  all  who  sin- 
cerely follow  the  guidance  of 
conscience.  It  does,  however, 
recommend  that  as  a  matter  of 
Christian  conviction  and  prac- 
tice, its  membership  support  the 
historic  position  of  the  church, 
namely,  nonparticipation  in  mil- 
itary training  and  service  and 
the  war  system  in  general.  The 
church  pledges  its  full  moral 
strength  and  offers  spiritual  nur- 
ture and  a  fellowship  of  prayer 
and  of  material  aid  to  all  who 
struggle  and  suffer  for  a  fuller 
understanding  of  and  obedience 
to  the  divine  will. 

VI.  The   Church   and  Alternative 
Service 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
takes  the  position  that  our  mem- 
bers cannot  consistently  accept 
any  service  within  the  military 
forces  or  under  military  super- 
vision. We  commend  to  them 
instead  a  constructive  alterna- 
tive service  under  the  direction 
of  the  church  or  some  other 
civilian  agency.  We  recognize 
our  obligation  to  provide  facili- 
ties for  such  service  for  those 
who  wish  it.  The  church  stands 
ready   to   establish,    administer, 


and  finance  to  the  extent  of  its 
resources,  projects  for  such  serv- 
ices under  church  control  or  in 
co-operation  with  local,  state, 
federal  and  international  civil- 
ian agencies.  The  church  desires 
and  will  make  every  effort  to 
secure  recognition,  as  fulfilling 
the  requirements  for  service  to 
the  nation,  any  service  already 
being  rendered  in  existing  agen- 
cies or  for  service  offered  on  a 
voluntary  basis.  For  those  con- 
scientiously opposed  to  registra- 
tion or  any  co-operation  with  a 
system  of  conscription  we  par- 
ticularly commend  such  volun- 
tary service. 

VII.  The  Church  and  Its  Continu- 
ing Witness 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  always  believed  that  war  is 
contrary  to  the  will  of  God  and 
has,  in  its  history  of  nearly  two 
and  one-half  centuries,  come  to 
understand  more  clearly  the  tre- 
mendous evil  which  war  brings 


upon  human  beings  and  upon 
society.  The  church  is,  there- 
fore, increasingly  committing 
itself  to  the  prevention  of  war 
in  addition  to  its  historical  posi- 
tion of  refusing  to  participate  in 
war.  In  recent  decades  the 
church  has  become  more  aware 
of  the  necessity  for  careful  in- 
struction and  guidance  for  its 
members  on  these  questions.  It 
has  sought  more  and  more  dili- 
gently for  practical  and  effective 
means  whereby  its  members  can 
offer  constructive  evidence  of 
their  belief  that  good  citizens  in 
a  good  society  must  seek  a  bet- 
ter way  than  war  to  resolve  in- 
ternational conflict. 

The  church  believes  that  there 
is  room  for  further  growth  inn 
the  understanding  of  these  ques- 
tions and  in  ways  of  expressing; 
these  convictions  in  practical 
action.  This  statement  embodies 
the  stage  of  thought  and  action 
which  the  church  has  thus  far 
achieved.  It  undertakes  a  con- 
tinuing and  growing  witness  and 
pledges  itself  to  be  receptive  to 
new  truth  and  better  modes  of 
expression  as  these  are  brought 
to  its  attention. 


What  Is  Your  Stand? 

In  light  of  the  present  world  tension  I  declare  that  it  is  my  purpose 
to  follow  the  position  of  my  church  and  the  teaching  and  example  of 
my  Lord;  and,  therefore/  I  cannot  take  part  in  war  or  learn  the  arts  of 
war.  Instead  I  purpose  to  promote  peace,  sacrifice  for  peace  and  learn 
the  arts  of  peace. 

Name  

Address 

Church    

Remarks: 


Mail  to: 


Brethren  Service  Commission 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD  BOARD 

22  South  State  Street 

Elgin.  Illinois 
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The 

Surrendered 

Life 


Anna   B.    Mow 


'Nevertheless  not  as  I  will  but  as  thou  wilt' 


IN  JESUS'  hour  of  greatest 
sorrow,  the  dark  hour  in  the 
garden,  he  faced  danger, 
death,  disgrace,  seeming  failure 
of  all  his  hopes — he  faced  the 
cross. 

Into  the  darkness  of  the  hour 
he  took  with  him  the  three 
friends  who  understood  him 
best,  but  they  slept  through  his 
suffering,  stupefied  by  their  lack 
of  spiritual  imagination  and  dis- 
cernment. 

The  man,  Jesus,  cried,  "My 
Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this 
cup  pass  from  me."  But  this  was 
not  the  main  cry  of  his  heart. 
;The  real  burden  of  his  prayer 
was,  "Nevertheless  not  as  I  will 
but  as  thou  wilt."  Again  he 
prayed,  "My  Father,  if  this  can- 
not pass  unless  I  drink  it,  thy 
will  be  done." 

This  had  been  a  horrible  hour 
of  conflict,  a  lonely  hour  of  sor- 
row— but  the  conflict  was  not  in 
the  mind  of  Jesus.  He  was  not 
trying  to  be  willing  to  do  God's 
will.  He  had  for  all  time  settled 
that  issue — he  wanted  nothing 
but  the  Father's  will.  Even  in 
the  mount  of  temptation  he 
asked  only  to  know  what  pleased 
the  Father.  So  the  only  difficulty 
he  faced  was  to  break  through 
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the  human  fog  of  circumstances 
so  that  he  might  discern  the 
Father's  will,  to  which  he  was 
already  completely  surrendered. 

The  issue  cleared — and  even 
the  dullness  of  the  comprehen- 
sion of  his  friends  did  not  hurt. 
"Not  my  will,  but  thine"  did  not 
mean  a  mere  helpless  submission 
to  an  inevitable  cross.  The  true 
measure  of  his  soul  is  revealed  in 
the  words,  "Rise,  let  us  be  go- 
ing," and  in  the  acceptance  of 
danger  as  merely  incidental  to 
his  obedience  to  the  Father. 
Long  before  this  hour  Jesus  had 
said  to  his  disciples:  "If  any 
man  would  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself  and  take  up 
his  cross  and  follow  me.  For 
whoever  would  save  his  life  will 
lose  it,  and  whoever  loses  his 
life  for  my  sake  will  find  it" 
(Matt.  16:  24-25,  R.S.V.)  The 
same  spiritual  laws  which  Jesus 
followed  are  necessary  for  his 
followers.  We  wonder  why  we 
do  not  have  more  spiritual 
power.  Perhaps  we  have  not 
taken  our  Lord  seriously  enough. 

At  Schwarzenau  in  1700,  as  in 
all  Germany,  there  was  the  un- 
yielding creed  and  the  cold 
liturgy  of  the  long-established 
church.  In  protest  thousands 
arose  who  abrogated  all  creed 
and  even  all  organization  until 


they  ran  the  whole  gamut  of 
doctrines  in  an  unchecked  race 
for  freedom.  The  wise  could  see 
that  freedom  rooted  in  mere 
protest  became  license  in  every 
phase  of  life. 

There  is  a  reason  why  that 
little  group  in  Schwarzenau  did 
not  get  tossed  about  on  the 
waves  of  the  confusion  of  their 
day.  They  were  debtors  to  all 
but  followers  of  none,  for  they 
surrendered  their  lives  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  above  all  else.  After 
that  commitment  they  took  the 
New  Testament  and  through 
study  and  prayer  sought  to  know 
the  will  of  God  for  them. 

How  we  ever  accepted  the 
foolish  notion  that  complete  sur- 
render of  life  to  the  will  of  God 
is  for  missionaries  and  preachers 
only,  I  do  not  know.  Jesus  said 
it  was  a  necessity  for  every 
Christian.  One  of  the  most  dev- 
astating things  we  can  do  to 
anyone  who  wants  to  follow  the 
Lord  is  to  let  him  get  the 
idea  that  he  can  be  partially 
consecrated.  Actually  it  is  psy- 
chologically and  spiritually  im- 
possible to  be  half  surrendered  to 
God.  Surrender  is  "without  J 
reservation"  or  it  is  not  sur- 
render. 

The  "surrendered  life"  might 
be    a    life    surrendered    to    the 


church,  to  service  (even  Breth- 
ren Service),  to  missions,  to 
temperance,  to  peace,  to  a  cer- 
tain interpretation  of  doctrine, 
even  to  prayer — and  still  fall 
short  of  the  will  of  God.  The 
surrender  must  be  to  God  as 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Lord.  It  is  not  a  commitment  to 
a  cause  or  to  an  institution,  it  is 
a  commitment  to  a  Person,  the 
divine  Person,  first  of  all. 

So  it  is  not  merely  the  surren- 
dered life,  but  the  life  sur- 
rendered to  God  which  we  must 
consider.  Jesus  in  the  garden 
asked  to  know  the  will  of  the 
Father.  When  he  knew  it,  he  was 
satisfied  and  said,  "Arise,  let  us 
be  going."  For  knowing  the  Fa- 
ther's will  to  him  was  synony- 
mous with  obedience  to  it.  There 
was  no  further  question.  For  us, 
too,  surrender  must  mean  un- 
questioned obedience. 

Obedience  to  God  is  not  a  mili- 
tary obedience  or  that  of  a 
paternal  feudalism.  It  is  obedi- 
ence becoming  to  a  child  of  God. 
Mere  obedience  might  be  like 
that  of  the  boy  who  was  asked 
by  his  father  to  leave  the  table 
to  wash  his  hands.  As  he  went 
out  of  the  room  he  said  to  his 
father,  "I'll  go,  Dad,  but  my 
heart  isn't  in  it."  That  is  obedi- 
ence, but  it  is  not  "holy  obedi- 
ence." Even  though  we  face 
misunderstanding,  disgrace, 
death,  we  cry  with  our  Master, 
"Arise,  let  us  be  going." 

Simplicity  has  been  another 
great  Brethren  word.  It  is  a 
good  word,  a  Gospel  word.  But 
whenever  it  became  an  end  in 
itself,  it  turned  out  to  be  idolatry 
for  it  became  more  important 
than  God's  Spirit  in  doing  things. 
Sometimes  it  became  hard  to  be 
redemptive  toward  one  another. 
We  reacted  against  a  superficial 
form  of  simplicity,  but  we  won- 
der sometimes  if  we  did  not 
throw  the  baby  out  with  the 
bath  water. 

The  tempo  of  our  lives  has  in- 
creased until  most  people  feel 
continually  "driven"  even  in 
church  service.    A  great  church 


in  Europe  last  year  hired  a  pub- 
licity agent  at  great  cost  so  that 
people  would  not  forget  the 
church.  Church  money  is  raised 
by  programs,  drives  and  cam- 
paigns. Each  member  is  assigned 
his  proportionate  share.  I  am  not 
saying  we  should  not  do  it  this 
way.  I  am  only  asking  that  we 
see  that  this  is  not  stewardship; 
it  is  merely  a  substitute  for  lack 
of  stewardship.  One  wonders 
how  far  we  can  go  on  any 
artificial  spiritual  setup.  Must 
the  church  pump  always  be 
primed  in  an  effort  to  equalize 
the  other  pressures  which  bear 
down  upon  its  members? 

Then  there  is  the  word  holi- 
ness. It  is  a  vital  Bible  word. 
It  used  to  be  a  good  Brethren 
word.  But  in  late  years  it  seems 
we  have  been  afraid  of  it.  We 
did  not  want  to  be  too  religious. 
Elton  Trueblood  said,  "Millions 
in  our  generation  are  more  afraid 
of  seeming  pious  than  they  are 
of  seeming  wicked,  and  to  make 


My  Companion 
Ada    Scrogum 

Elkins.   West  Virginia 

I  have  a  companion 
That  truly  is  mine. 

You  ask  what  it  is? 
The  Bible  divine. 

I  never  am  lonesome 
With  it  by  my  side. 

Its  messages  help  me 
What's  right  to  decide. 

I  read  from  its  pages 
The  lessons  so  true; 

I  cherish  the  message 
It  gives  me  and  you. 

It's  my  constant  companion. 
It's  with  me  each  day. 

And  whatever  it  tells  me 
I  try  to  obey. 


a  public  witness  is  to  run  the 
risk  of  seeming  to  think  oneself 
better  than  one's  neighbors." 
The  result  has  often  been  a 
complacent,  indifferent  church 
which  can  be  aroused  only  by  a 
crisis  psychology  or  a  carefully 
planned  publicity  campaign. 

A  complacent  people  are  too 
anemic  spiritually  even  to 
hunger  and  thirst  after  right- 
eousness. However,  there  have 
always  been  those  who  have  not 
yielded  to  complacency.  Some 
have  turned  to  cults  or  sects 
which  are  unafraid  of  emotion 
in  religion.  Others  have  not  even 
asked  for  fellowship  and  under- 
standing, they  have  been  satis- 
fied to  be  faithful  in  the  way  God 
guided  them,  serving  lovingly 
in  every  possible  way,  never 
realizing  that  this  is  the  stature 
of  a  saint  and  prophet.  There  are 
hosts  among  us  who  want  God 
more  than  anything  else  in  life. 
Let  us  disperse  our  fears,  for 
holiness  is  wholeness,  it  is  health, 
it  is  the  singleness  of  loyalty  and 
simplicity.  It  is  the  gift  of  the 
grace  of  God  to  those  who  sur- 
render to  him  without  reserva- 
tion. 

Fellowship  is  another  part  of 
the  surrendered  life.  It  is  a  won- 
derful Brethren  word,  too. 
When  we  hear  popular  discus- 
sions on  techniques  of  building 
a  fellowship,  we  may  pat  our- 
selves on  the  back.  "We've  had 
that  all  the  time." — Or — possibly 
in  urban  churches  we  may  have 
nostalgic  longings  for  the  old 
days  of  fellowship  which  slipped 
away  from  us  so  unobtrusively 
amidst  the  complexities  of  city 
life.  If  we  think  that  special  con- 
ferences or  camps  or  parties  or 
interest  groups  can  restore  the 
old  fellowship,  we  face  disillu- 
sionment. These  methods  are 
good,  but  temporary  if  they  are 
the  only  emphasis  used.  The 
dynamic  of  a  church  fellowship 
is  in  Christ  only. 

In  this  fellowship  there  is  an 
obedience  which  binds  free  men 
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to  a  complete  devotion  to  God 
and  his  kingdom  without  ever 
exploiting  any  one  person.  What 
is  good  for  the  individual  is  good 
for  the  group,  and  what  brings 
fulfillment  to  the  collective 
group  enhances  also  the  fulfill- 
ment of  every  individual.  Never 
did  a  lost,  despairing  world  need 
Christ  and  his  church  more  than 
today. 

In  these  days  one  of  the  traits 
considered  most  important  as  a 
qualification  for  leadership  is  the 
ability  to  get  along  with  people. 
This  is  true  indeed,  but  it  is  not 
the  whole  story.  One  day  some 
one  said  to  me  about  a  certain 
pastor,  "He  has  been  a  wonderful 
pastor,  but  I'm  afraid  he  cannot 
get  another  church  for  they  say 
he  cannot  get  along  with  the 
people  any  more."  I  could  not 
believe  it  for  I  knew  him  as 
humble  and  devout,  as  well  as 
capable.  I  had  to  ask  two  ques- 
tions: "With  whom  does  he  not 
get  along?  and  "On  what  issue 
does  he  not  get  along?"  In 
everyday  life  we  forget  that 
Jesus  did  not  get  along  with 
some  people.  In  fact,  they  mur- 
dered him  in  the  most  disgrace- 
ful way  of  his  day.  Jesus'  conflict 
with  these  people,  however,  was 
incidental  to  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  accept  the  way  of  God 
and  he  could  not  turn  against  his 
Father.  In  fact,  it  was  the  only 
redemptive  thing  he  could  do  for 
those  who  killed  him. 

It  is  required  of  us  only  that 
we  be  faithful.  The  question  is 
not,  "Will  the  way  be  hard  or 
lonely?"  The  only  choice  for  a 
Christian  is  "not  my  will,  but 
thine,"  to  be  followed  by  a 
courageous  "arise,  let  us  be 
going." 

We  have  always  been  known 
as  a  historic  peace  church.  We 
bank  on  the  beatitude,  "Blessed 
are  the  peacemakers  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  sons  of  God." 
But  too  often  we  forget  that  this 
is  only  half  of  the  story.  The 
very  next  beatitude  is,  "Blessed 
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are  those  who  are  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake,  for  theirs  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Blessed 
are  you  when  men  revile  you 
and  persecute  you  and  utter  all 
kinds  of  evil  against  you  falsely 
on  my  account.  Rejoice  and  be 
glad,  for  your  reward  is  great  in 
heaven,  for  so  men  persecuted 
the  prophets  who  were  before 
you"   (Matt.  5:11-12). 

M.  G.  Brumbaugh  said,  "Our 
church  was  born  to  suffer  perse- 
cution— but  never  to  inflict  it." 
God's  peacemaker  is  neither 
passive  nor  a  feverish  reformer. 
He  is  the  man  completely 
committed  to  Christ  and  his 
righteousness.  The  one  who 
persecutes  him  is  either  the  one 
who  rejects  God  entirely  or  the 
one  who  poses  as  a  follower  of 
Christ  but  lives  to  seek  prestige 
and  power  for  himself. 

This  world  we  live  in  is  des- 
perate. It  knows  that  man's  way 
has  failed.  It  thinks  it  cannot 
take  God's  way.  God's  call  is  for 
living  prophets  and  a  church 
which  is  the  body  of  Christ  so 
that  desperate  men  may  know 
there  is  good  news  of  hope  and 
life.   "Arise,  let  us  be  going." 


Resources   Unlimited 

Continued  from  page  4 

habited.  There  is  a  broad  gap 
between  the  sacred  and  the  secu- 
lar. Some  people  know  so  little 
of  the  "sacred"  that  they  doubt 
its  very  existence  and  do  not 
know  that  their  condition  of 
restlessness  and  incompleteness 
is  due  to  a  lack  of  the  Lord's 
benefits.  The  aftermath  of  a  war 
always  accentuates  such  a  trend. 
And  why  should  not  many  con- 
sider life  as  something  expend- 
able rather  than  sacred?  Our 
bombing  missions  referred  to 
"targets"  and  "objectives"  and 
similar  lifeless  terms  as  though 
men,  women  and  children  did  not 
exist  as  sacred  beings.  But  with- 
in the  church,  can  such  a  trend 
exist?  Are  there  those  who 
consider    the    finances    of    the 


church  as  just  some  ordinary 
business?  Do  some  officers  of 
the  Sunday  school  consider  it  as 
just  some  ordinary  education? 
Do  we  think  of  the  church  as 
just  another  organization  to 
which  we  should  belong?  These 
trends,  I  am  sure,  are  not  to- 
tally unfamiliar  to  any  of  you. 
Suppose  we  really  considered 
the  church  as  the  saving  station 
for  souls!  Suppose  just  five 
million  of  the  forty-six  million 
Protestants  would  take  their 
Christianity  seriously!  Suppose 
each  one  of  the  five  million 
would  bring  one  person  to 
Christ  each  year,  what  a  tre- 
mendous spiritual  revival  we 
could  have.  God's  plan  and  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  need  no  defense. 
The  resources  offered  us  are  un- 
limited. All  that  is  needed  is  a 
sufficient  channeling. 

Our  Backs  to  the  Wind? 

What  attitude  shall  we  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  take  toward  these 
trends  which  are  already  evi- 
dent on  every  hand  in  our  Broth- 
erhood? A  tramp  on  the  road 
was  once  asked  the  direction  to 
a  certain  place.  He  replied  that 
he  didn't  know  how  to  give  di- 
rections because  he  always  trav- 
els with  his  back  to  the  wind. 
It  so  happens  that  many  other 
people  have  the  same  laissez 
jaire  attitude.  Do  our  churches 
move  with  their  backs  to  the 
wind?  Does  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren? 

I  think  there  are  many  evi- 
dences where  our  beloved  Broth- 
erhood did  not  move  with  its 
back  to  the  wind.  We  certainly 
did  not  when  we  established  our 
CPS  program,  our  heifer  proj- 
ect, our  seagoing  cowboys,  our 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  pro- 
gram, our  China  tractor  unit, 
seeds  of  goodwill,  our  Colorado 
pronouncement  of  peace,  our  po- 
sition on  temperance,  our  posi- 
tion on  race  relations.  It  is  in 
many  of  these  areas  that  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
made  distinct  contributions  to 
Christendom;  in  these  areas  we 


War 

L.    John    Weaver 

Pastor,  Potsdam  Church,  Ohio 

I  think  that  men  are  never  more 
Insane  than  when  they  go  to  war; 
A  war  with  greed  for  spoils  and 

gain. 
Which  sneers  while  dealing  death 

and  pain; 
A  war  opposing  faith  in  God. 
Which    buries    love   beneath    the 

sod; 
A  war  which  brings  in  summer 

fair 
New  bursts  of  bombing  from  the 

air; 
Upon  whose  altar  lives  are  lain. 
Whose    harvest    is    the    millions 

slain. 
Our    God    wants    peace    forever- 
more. 
'Tis  man  alone  who  makes  a  war. 

Dedicated    to    Joyce    Kilmer,    young    poet, 

author  oi  Trees,  who  was  killed  in  World 

War   I 


have  opened  many  channels  and 
distributed  liberally  of  God's 
resources. 

We  have  not  done  as  well  in 
evangelism,  in  stewardship,  in 
missions,  in  building  up  local 
churches,  in  Christian  educa- 
tion and  in  supporting  our 
church  colleges.  In  these  areas 
we  have  our  backs  to  the  wind. 
In  general  we  are  moving  very 
largely  as  are  other  denomina- 
tions and  that  is  not  in  a  vigor- 
ous forward  direction. 

We  have  done  even  more 
poorly  in  challenging  our  laity 
to  devoted  service.  Quite  grudg- 
ingly we  have  yielded  a  few 
minor  considerations  for  lay 
representation  but  we  have 
lagged  far  behind  many  of  the 
larger  denominations.  As  a  con- 
sequence we  are  discovering 
more  and  more  laymen  who  feel 
no  real  partnership  in  their  lo- 
cal churches,  who  are  just  spec- 
tators and  who  do  very  little  to 
help  the  church  religiously  or 
financially.  I  think  we  must  re- 
alize that  men  give  themselves 
and  their  resources  to  that  in- 
stitution which  challenges  them, 
works  them  and  offers  them  real 
fellowship.  It  is  a  sad  commen- 
tary that  civic  clubs  often  use 
more    effective    techniques     of 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

My  husband  received  technical 
training  during  World  War  II  at  the 
cost  of  the  government  but  never 
had  to  serve  in  the  armed  services. 
Now  he  is  being  called  for  service 
and  we  face  the  problem  as  to  what 
to  do  about  our  home.  We  have  two 
children,  two  and  five  years  old.  We 
do  not  know  how  long  he  will  be  in 
this  country  for  further  training. 
We  would  like  to  be  together  as  long 
as  we  can  before  he  needs  to  go 
overseas.  We  are  concerned  though 
to  know  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
pulling  up  our  family  from  here  and 
moving  them  around  to  try  to  stay 
with  their  daddy.  We  own  our  little 
home  here.  The  mortgage  is  not 
paid  entirely,  but  if  I  could  gel  part- 
time  work  I  am  sure  I  could  hold  the 
home.  What  should  we  do  for  the 
best  of  all  concerned? 

Wife  and  Mother. 

Dear  Friend, 

You  have  stated  your  problem 
very  clearly  and  I  believe  your 
analysis  of  your  problem  is  the  first 
step  in  its  solution.  All  of  us  sym- 
pathize with  you  in  the  fact  that 
your  husband  is  being  called  up  for 
the  services.  Your  letter  says  noth- 
ing about  his  being  a  CO.  and  so  I 
am  assuming  you  both  feel  that  his 
obligation  is  in  the  direction  of  his 
training. 

It  seems  quite  likely  that  if  your 
husband  received  technical  training 
in  the  last  war  he  will  not  be  kept 
in  this  country  very  long  for  further 
training  if  his  particular  skill  is 
one  that  is  needed  close  to  the  scene 
of  action.  If  he  became  more  or 
less  permanently  located  in  the 
States  as  an  instructor,  then  it 
would  seem  much  more  worth  while 
considering  moving  with  him. 

There  are  some  advantages  to 
moving    along    anyway.     The   most 


obvious  one  is  that  family  ties  are 
maintained  much  closer  when  the 
family  goes  along.  A  man  tends  to 
remain  more  of  a  family  person  as 
long  as  he  has  many  contacts  with 
the  family  and  is  not  completely 
swallowed  up  by  the  military. 

The  disadvantages  are  many. 
Probably  the  heaviest  is  the  effect 
on  small  children  of  having  their 
roots  pulled  up  and  moving  into  a 
totally  strange  place.  Add  to  this 
the  fact  that  adequate  housing  is 
seldom  available  in  areas  near 
camps  or  training  centers.  This  fail- 
ure of  security  for  the  child  may 
show  up  in  bed  wetting,  thumb- 
sucking  and  other  indications  of  a 
feeling  of  insecurity.  All  of  the 
supporting  structure  of  community 
and  church  is  left  behind  and  the 
family  feels  very  much  lost  in  a 
whirlpool.  Schools  in  such  areas 
tend  to  become  much  overcrowded. 
Not  the  smallest  item  is  the  problem 
of  travel  with  small  children. 

You  will  want  to  consider  care- 
fully the  possibility  of  staying  on 
in  your  own  home  where  your  chil- 
dren feel  secure,  where  your  church 
and  friends  are.  These  will  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  you  in  the  time 
that  your  husband  is ,  gone.  Since 
his  stay  in  the  States  will  be  quite 
uncertain  you  might  want  to  rent 
your  home  if  you  went  with  him. 

When  your  husband  is  gone  be 
sure  that  you  write  letters  to  each 
other  to  maintain  the  family  ties. 
See  to  it  that  the  children  share  in 
the  hearing  of  the  letters  and  in 
writing  them  so  they  don't  feel  de- 
serted by  their  daddy.  The  sacrifice 
of  some  other  things  would  be 
worth  while  now  and  then  to  pay 
for  phone  calls  from  him  as  long 
as  he  is  in  the  States. 

We  hope  the  separation  may  not 
be  too  long. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


participation  than  do  churches. 
Many  laymen  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  are  not  open  chan- 
nels for  God's  resources.  I 
believe  it  is  still  true  that  "Chris- 
tian laymen  are  the  great  unused 
potential  of  the  church.  The 
world  uses  these  men  regardless 
of  their  religious   stature.    But 


the  church  has  yet  to  realize 
what  a  spiritual  power,  suffi- 
cient for  the  world's  infirmities, 
can  be  released  through  ordi- 
nary laymen.  As  the  church 
musters  this  force  so  can  it  re- 
gain strength  for  our  day." 


OCTOBER  7.   1950 
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E.  B.  Hoff  Memorial  Lectures 

The  E.  B.  Hoff  Memorial  lectures  will  be 
given  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Oct.  23-27, 
1950,  by  V.  F.  Schwalm,  president  of  Manches- 
ter College.  The  lectures  will  be  held  in  the 
Bethany  chapel.  There  will  be  evening  lectures 
from  Monday  through  Thursday  at  8:00  o'clock, 
and  morning  lectures  from  Tuesday  through 
Friday  at  8:50  o'clock. 

The  morning  messages  will  deal  with  the 
life  and  work  of  Bro.  Otho  Winger.  Such 
interesting  topics  as  these  will  be  used:  The 
Period  of  Preparation,  Winger  as  a  Churchman, 
Winger  as  a  Builder  of  a  College,  and  Winger's 
Beliefs  and  His  Historical  Significance  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

The  evening  series  will  deal  with  the  follow- 
ing themes:  The  Unfinished  Task  of  Democ- 
racy, The  Problem  of  Freedom,  The  Problem 
of  Suffering,  and  Revitalizing  the  Life  of  the 
Church. 

Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  these 
services. 


George  W.  Harvey  has  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the 
Warrensburg  church,  Mo.  He  served  as  summer  pastor 
at  Carthage,  Mo. 

Garnet!  E.  Phibbs  informs  us  that  his  new  address 
is  the  following:  Box  169,  Yale  University  Divinity 
School,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Pleasant  Plains  church.  Aline,  Okla.,  will  have  its 
home-coming  on  Sunday,  Oct.  15.  A  guest  speaker  will 
be  secured  and  a  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon. 

La  Place  church.  111.,  will  hold  its  home-coming  and 
harvest  services  on  Sunday,  Oct.  22.  A  basket  dinner 
will  be  served  at  noon.  All  former  members  and  pastors 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

West  Nimishillen  church,  near  North  Canton,  Ohio, 
will  observe  its  annual  home-coming  service  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  8.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon  in  the 
church  basement.  There  will  be  special  numbers  of 
music  by  the  choir.   Bro.  Elden  M.  Petry  will  speak. 

A  rededication  service  for  the  Salisbury  church,  Pa., 
will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Nov.  5.  At  10:45  a.m.,  Bro. 
B.  F.  Waltz  will  speak.  Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  will  speak 
at  2:30  p.m.,  and  at  7:30  p.m.,  Bro.  William  S.  Livengood, 
Jr.,  will  speak.  There  will  be  services  each  evening 
during  the  following  week  by  guest  ministers. 

The  United  Board  for  Christian  Colleges  in  China 
has  prepared  a  booklet  containing  thirty-one  short 
devotional  readings,  especially  for  persons  interested 
in  the  activities  of  the  Christian  colleges  in  China. 
The  booklet  serves  not  only  to  guide  personal  devotions 
but  to  give  encouragement  to  Christian  work  being 
carried  on  in  the  Communist-controlled  country.  Free 
copies  of  the  booklet  entitled  Lift  Up  Your  Eyes  can 
be  obtained  from  150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
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Wawaka  church,  Ind.,  will  have  its  harvest  meeting 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  8.  Bro.  Mark  Schrock  will  be  the 
speaker.  Services  will  be  at  11:00  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m. 
Anyone  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  Modesto  church,  Calif.,  Paul  S.  Hersch,  pastor, 
has  broadcast  its  Sunday  worship  service  since  July  1, 
at  11:00  a.m.,  over  Station  KTRB,  870  on  the  dial.  The 
broadcasts  will  continue  through  Dec.  31. 

Beaver  church,  Iowa,  will  have  its  rally  day  and 
home-coming  services  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1,  with  special 
music  and  a  guest  speaker.  A  basket  dinner  will  be 
served  at  noon.   Anyone  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  Lena  church.  111.,  will  have  its  home-coming  and 
rally  day  on  Sunday,  Oct.  8.  Bro.  John  Heckman  of 
Polo,  111.,  will  be  the  speaker  for  both  morning  and 
afternoon  services.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at 
the  church. 

A  Messenger  reader  from  Pennsylvania  who  prefers 
to  remain  anonymous  writes  of  attending  a  mountain 
Sunday  school  where  a  lay  member  was  called  upon 
to  pray  and  made  his  prayer  short  and  to  the  point.  He 
thinks  that  some  of  our  ministers  could  improve  in  this 
regard. 

Brother  and  Sister  John  D.  Roop  of  Linwood,  Md., 
and  Dr.  Lavinia  Roop  Wenger  attended  the  World 
Convention  of  Religions  on  the  Foundations  of  Peace 
in  London,  Aug.  1-8-24.  Bro.  Roop  addressed  the  group 
on  the  topic,  Christianity  vs.  War,  on  Aug.  24.  They 
also  attended  the  Conference  of  the  One  World  Com- 
mittee in  San  Remo,  Italy,  and  later  plan  to  visit 
Palestine  and  Germany. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  L.  Shankster  of  Indiana  have 
been  appointed  as  volunteer  service  workers  at  the 
rural  training  center,  Asaba,  Nigeria,  West  Africa,  for 
a  two-year  period.  Bro.  Shankster  will  serve  as  me- 
chanic-technician; Sister  Shankster  will  do  secretarial 
work  and  some  teaching.  This  is  an  interdenominational 
project,  chiefly  agricultural,  carried  on  by  CMS  (An- 
glican), CSM  (Presbyterian),  and  British  Methodist. 
The  Shanksters  sailed  to  Lagos  from  New  York  on 
Sept.  27. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Bame,  an  active  leader  in  the  Breth- 
ren Church,  passed  away  on  Sept.  7.  He  was  at  one  time 
editor  of  Sunday-school  literature  for  the  Brethren 
Church  and  a  contributing  editor  to  the  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist. He  was  well  known  among  Church  of  the  Breth- 
en  people,  having  served  as  a  pastor  and  evangelist 
among  our  churches  and  as  a  member  of  fraternal 
relations  committees.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
pastor  of  the  College  Corner  Brethren  church  in 
Indiana. 

Six  churches  of  the  Baltimore  area — First  church, 
North  Baltimore,  Woodbury,  Dundalk,  Long  Green, 
Reisterstown — have  planned  their  third  annual  advance 
rally  for  Sunday,  Oct.  22.  Brethren  Harper  Will  and 
Paul  Robinson  are  the  scheduled  speakers.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  their  friends  in 
that  area  are  invited  to  attend  this  rally.  An  afternoon 
session  for  youth  has  been  planned  in  the  Woodbury 
church  and  the  general  session  at  night  will  be  in  the 
North  Baltimore  Grace  Methodist  church. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the  Christian  Life 


Manchester  College 

The  fall  opening  for  Manchester  College  took  place 
the  first  week  in  September.  A  total  of  766  full-  and 
part-time  students  have  enrolled.  This  does  not  include 
the  Saturday  and  extension  students  at  the  college.  The 
number  of  men  still  exceeds  that  of  women.  The  open- 
ing activities  have  indicated  a  full  and  a  good  year.  It 
is  hoped  that  men  will  not  need  to  be  withdrawn  from 
college  because  of  the  draft. 

Last  minute  changes  in  the  faculty  include  a  new 
teacher  of  women's  physical  education  in  the  person 
of  LaVernia  Jorgensen,  a  graduate  of  University  of 
Minnesota.  Wayne  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  who 
recently  graduated  from  Purdue  University,  has  taken 
the  place  of  Cole  Brembeck  in  the  speech  department, 
who  left  to  join  the  faculty  at  Penn  State  College. 
Paul  Keller  becomes  the  head  of  the  speech  department. 
Mrs.  Homer  Hipskind  has  become  temporary  teacher  of 
piano  owing  to  the  illness  of  Miss  Barnhart  and  Miss 
DeJong.  Prof.  Ernest  Abele,  who  came  here  last  year 
as  a  displaced  person  from  Latvia  and  worked  last  year 
in  the  maintenance  department  of  the  college,  is  teach- 
ing the  physics  classes  this  fall  while  Dr.  Charles  S. 
Morris  is  on  a  sabbatical  leave. 

The  regional  conference  of  the  Central  Region  will 
be  held  at  Manchester  College  on  Oct.  16-19.  Outside 
speakers  for  the  conference  this  year  will  be  Dr.  Harold 
Bosley,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Evan- 
ston,  111.,  and  Dr.  Charles  Ray  Goff,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Temple  in  Chicago.  Brethren  leaders  will 
also  appear  on  the  program. 

On  Oct.  13-14  there  will  be  a  regional  young  people's 
conference  on  Manchester's  campus  dealing  with  the 
world  outlook  in  view  of  our  Brethren  beliefs.  All 
young  people  of  the  region  and  campus  students  are 
invited. 

A  conference.  Finding  a  Christian  Philosophy  of 
Recreation,  will  be  held  on  the  campus  on  Oct.  5-6-7 
and  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Manchester  Christian 
Association.  Off-campus  leaders  are  Bob  Tully,  Edythe 
Weaver,  Don  Snider  and  Mary  Yeatter. 

Home-coming  at  Manchester  College  is  to  be  held 
on  Oct.  28.  In  addition  to  the  usual  events  there  will 
be  a  dramatic  presentation  of  the  play,  All  My  Sons, 
and  an  address  by  Earl  Garver,  who  has  recently  re- 
turned from  Europe. 

The  college  had  its  usual  Camp  Mack  outing  on 
Sept.  19.  Instead  of  going  by  train  this  year,  everybody 
went  by  automobile  as  an  economy  measure. 

The  college  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  Toyohiko 
Kagawa  as  speaker  on  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  24. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  in  the  Eversole  church, 
Ohio,  Nov.  12. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Lealherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the 
Moscow  church,  Idaho,  Oct.  10-22. 

Bro.  Harold  Bomberger  of  Westminster,  Md.,  in  the  Stone 
Bridge  church,  Md.,  Nov.  5-12. 

Bro.  Clarence  Rosenberger  of  Windber,  Pa.,  in  the  Hooversville 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  2-8. 

Bro.  Francis  P.  Litton  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Bethany- 
church,  Ind.,  Oct.  16-29. 

Elder  J.  H.  Hollinger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  Buena  Vista 
church,  Va.,  Oct.  26— Nov.  5. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Bowman  of  Virden,  111.,  in  the  Center  church, 
Ind.,  Oct.  2-15. 

Bro.  David  H.  Markey  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Beachdale 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  9-15. 

Bro.  John  Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  Piney  Creek 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  19. 


Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter  of  Port  Republic,  Va.,  in  the  Ninth 
Street  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Oct.  30 — Nov.  12. 

Bro.  Glen  W.  Pelcher  of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  in  the  Jackson  Park 
church,  Tenn.,  Oct.  4-15. 

Bro.  Elden  M.  Petry  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  in  the  West  Nimishillen 
church,  Ohio,  Oct.  8-15. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Boones  Mill  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  in  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Elgin  church,  111. 

Nineteen  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Bluff  church.  Va. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Boones  Chapel  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Chippewa  Valley  church,  Wis. 

Four  received  by  letter  in  the  Belleville  church,  Kansas. 

Twelve  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Bareville 
church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Maiden  Creek 
church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Kearney 
church,  Nebr. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  October  8 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Personal  Commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
—Matt.  16:24-25;  Mark  1:16-20;  Phil.  1:19-26.  Memory  Selection. 
To  me  to  live  is  Christ.    Phil.  1:21  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  October,  Exploring  the  Bible. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,   Oct.   16-19. 
Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.   10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern. — Modesto,   Oct.   19-22. 

California,  Southern,  and  Arizona. — Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.  12-15. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Kansas,   Northwestern. — Portis,   Oct.   20-22. 
Kansas,  Southeastern. — Scott  Valley,  Oct.  20-22. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western. — Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,  Oct.  20-22. 
Nebraska. — South  Beatrice,  Oct.  13-15. 
Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Oct.  31 — Nov.  2. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,   Oct.   17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. 

— Philadelphia,   Bethany,   Nov.  7,   8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — Meyersdale,   Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington. — Seattle,  Olympic  View,  November  (undecided). 


LOVE 
Illinois 

Oct.  7,  Walnut  Grove. 
Oct.  7,  all  day,  Woodland. 

Indiana 
Oct.  7,  Anderson. 
Oct.  7,  Union  Center. 
Oct.  14,  Fairview. 
Oct.  14,  Lafayette. 
Oct.   14,  Osceola. 
Oct.  14,  7:30  pm,  Windfall. 
Oct.  14,  7:30  pm,  Buck  Creek. 
Oct.  16,  Eel  River. 
Oct.  16,  6:30  pm,  Mexico. 
Oct.  19,  Nappanee. 
Oct.  21,  Brick. 
Oct.  28,   Howard 
Oct.   29,  7:30   pm,   Muncie. 

Iowa 
Oct.   20,   Libertyville. 

Kansas 
Oct.   9,   7:30   pm,   Mont   Ida. 
Oct.  29,   7:30  pm.   Belleville. 
Nov.    6.    7:30   pm,    Scott   Valley 

Community. 

Maryland 
Oct.  8,  Beaver  Dam. 
Oct.    14,    5:30   pm,    Brownsville. 
Oct.     21,      6:30     pm,     Meadow 

Branch. 
Oct.  22,  6:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  2:30  pm,  Longmeadow. 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 

Pennsylvania 
Oct.  7,  Hatfield. 
Oct.  7,  8,  Little  Swatara. 


FEASTS 

Oct.  8,  Snake  Spring. 

Oct.  8,  10:15  am.  Codorus. 

Oct.  8,  6  pm,  Ephrata. 

Oct.  8,  7  pm,  Brothersvalley. 

Oct.  8,  7:30  pm,  Hooversville. 

Oct.  8,  7:30  pm.  Jennersville. 

Oct.   14,   Skippack. 

Oct.   14,   2  pm,   Conestoga. 

Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 

Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bareville. 

Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam. 

Oct.  14,  15,  Springville,  Mohler 

Oct.  14,  15,  10  am.  West  Cones- 
toga,  Middle  Creek. 

Oct.    14,    15,    10:30    am,    Falling 
Springs. 

Oct.   15,  Lower  Claar. 

Oct.  15,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Beachdale. 

Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Mt.  Joy. 

Oct.  18,  19,  1:30  pm,  White  Oak, 
Longenecker. 

Oct.  21,  2:30  pm,  Rouzerville. 

Oct.  22,  New  Fairview. 

Oct.  22,  Spring  Mount. 

Oct.   22,   Upper   Codorus,   Black 
Rock. 

Oct.  22,  6  pm,  Maiden  Creek. 

Oct.  28,  29,  10:15  am,  Big  Swa- 
tara,  Hanoverdale. 

Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Leamersville. 
Virginia 

Oct.  8,  7:30  pm,  Brick. 

Oct.   14,   Bassett. 

Oct.  14,  7  pm,  Pleasant  Valley. 
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Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


Another  Service  Opportunity: 

PREVENTIVE  WORK  IN  MENTAL  HEALTH 


Since  the  days  of  CPS,  Brethren  Service 
has  been  interested  in  institutional  service 
to  the  mentally  ill.  This  article  introduces 
us  to  another  field  of  service  in  behalf  of 
these  unfortunates,  that  of  preventive  work 
to  be  done  through  public  health  agencies. 
The  author,  a  trained  social  worker,  will 
be  remembered  by  northwestern  Brethren 
as  a  leader  in  the  District  of  Washington, 
particularly  its  youth  work,  several  years 
ago. 

IT'S  a  new  job  for  you  as  well 
as  for  me!  I've  been  at  it  since 
January,  and  I  become  more 
convinced  of  that  every  day.  That's 
why  I  want  to  talk  it  over  with  you. 

The  Cowlitz-Wahkiakum  district 
health  department — in  which  Kelso 
and  Longview,  Wash.,  are  located — 
began  development  of  mental  health 
services  in  January.  Two  or  three 
of  the  large  urban  areas  have  psy- 
chiatric clinics,  but  there  are  vast 
areas  without  any  service.  Attempts 
to  extend  existing  clinic  services 
on  a  state-wide  basis  have  met  with 
too  many  difficulties  to  be  a  prac- 
tical way  of  meeting  the  need.  That 
is  why  a  new  method  is  being  tried 
in  this  district,  namely,  the  employ- 
ment of  a  full-time  psychiatric  social 
worker  who  will  live  in  the 
community. 

The  goals  are  to  determine  need 
for  more  extensive  service,  to  assist 
in  laying  groundwork  for  it  and  to 
carry  on  as  much  educational  and 
preventive  work  as  one  with  such 
training  can  handle.  Does  it  sound 
like  a  simple  job?  Believe  me,  it 
isn't,  but  it  is  a  thrilling  one. 

It  isn't  just  because  this  job  is 
connected  with  new  developments 
that  I  am  "all  happy"  about  it.  It's 
more  than  that.  For  the  first  time 
it  seems  as  though  all  of  one's  re- 
sources— experience,  education,  and 
training — are  being  used.  It's  like 
the  culmination  of  something  for 
which  I've  been  working  and  hoping 
many  years. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  a 
part  of  my  past  which  is  very  help- 
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Thelma  Danilson 

Kelso,  Washington 

ful  now,  and  I  want  to  talk  about 
that  too. 

From  about  seven  years  of  age, 
when  we  moved  to  Chewelah, 
Wash.,  I  was  exposed  to  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren — people,  ideas  and 
ideals.  Shady  Brook  Farm,  where 
we  lived,  was  in  a  small  community 
in  which  both  church  and  school 
provided  opportunities  for  participa- 
tion. Today  we  might  call  that  kind 
of  experience  "in-service  training." 
Boundaries  of  the  neighborhood 
were  extended  by  acquaintance 
with  visiting  Brethren,  many  of 
whom  stayed  in  our  home.  Those 
contacts  were  no  doubt  influential 
in  stimulating  attendance  at  sum- 
mer camps,  and  from  there  the 
circle  enlarged  to  include  fellowship 
and  service  in  district  work,  work 
camps,  and  the  national  and  inter- 
national fellowship  which  results 
from  them. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  work  in 
a  small  town  bank  began  to  seem 
like  a  "dead  end"?  From  there  on 
it  was  social  work,  primarily  in 
child  welfare  services,  which  used 
much  of  my  previous  experience 
and  all  the  energy  I  could  muster. 
It  has  always  been  so.  But  I  came 
to  a  stopping  place  on  that  road 
also  and  in  1947  I  went  to  Chicago 
for  training  which  was  to  help  me 
get  into  teaching  and  staff  develop- 
ment in  social  work. 

Who  can  say  how  and  why  it 
sometimes  happens  that  plans  de- 
velop entirely  differently  from  the 
way  we  anticipate?  How  was  it 
that  curtailment  of  opportunities  in 
the  public  assistance  field  occurred 
just  at  this  time  and  others  opened 
up?  Was  it  the  way  to  get  help 
in  meeting  a  problem  which  is  fast 
becoming  our  number  one  health 
problem,  namely,  mental  illness? 

I  can't  separate  out  particular 
things  or  persons  and  say  that  this 


or  that  made  it  possible  or  gave  me 
what  is  needed  for  this  job;  but  I 
want  to  pay  tribute  to  those  who 
made  the  church  organization  come 
alive  and  function  in  the  making 
of  a  life.  The  church  provided  all 
the  opportunities  one  needed  for  "in- 
service  training,"  but  an  insufficient 
number  of  "bread  and  butter"  jobs. 
That's  when  and  why  social  work 
came  in.  In  my  social  work  I  made 
use  of  knowledge  previously  gained 
in  individual  and  group  contacts. 
I  also  made  use  of  what  I  had 
learned  while  planning  and  prepar- 
ing literature,  conducting  meetings, 
etc. 

Brethren  Service  has  been  sym 
bolic  of  wide  horizons  and  opportu- 
nities. The  interest  of  the  church 
in  service  to  the  mentally  ill  is 
demonstrated  through  projects  be- 
ing carried  on  in  some  of  our  hos- 
pitals. Only  a  few  of  us  can  work 
in  mental  hospitals,  but  that  is  not 
true  of  the  job  which  I  now  have. 
You  can  all  help  with  it.  If  you 
know,  more  about  it,  you  will  see 
where  you  fit  in. 

The  National  Mental  Health  Act 
has  made  funds  available  to  states 
which  want  to  do  something  about 
mental  illness.  To  take  advantage 
of  the  act  a  state  authority  has  to 
assume  responsibility.  In  thirty-six 
of  the  forty-eight  states  it  is  the 
health  department,  and  in  others 
it  is  mental  institutions  or  public 
welfare  agencies.  So,  wherever  you 
are,  if  you  are  not  already  informed 
about  developments  for  your  area, 
I  hope  you  will  start  asking  ques- 
tions. It  is  important  for  you  to 
do  so  because  the  funds  are  notj 
an  additional  grant  for  existini 
services  but  carry  the  obligationj 
to  assume  responsibility  for  the 
problems  connected  with  mental 
illness  in  each  state  and  local  area. 
Since  each  of  you  is  a  tax-paying, 
voting  citizen  and  a  member  of  com- 
munity groups,  you  can  help  tc 
make  these  developments  vital  and 
effective. 


While  it  is  true  that  clinical  serv- 
ices are  badly  needed  for  those  al- 
ready mentally  disturbed,  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  there  will 
be  sufficient  personnel  to  establish 
them.  In  the  meantime,  shouldn't 
we  develop  preventive  work  on  a 
whole-scale  basis?  We  should  if  we 
believe  the  oft-quoted  figures  that 
one  in  fifteen  or  one  in  twenty  per- 
sons will  spend  time  in  a  mental 
institution   during  his   lifetime. 

Public  health  agencies  owe  their 
existence  to  the  needs  which  have 
arisen  for  preventive  programs  on 
a  mass  scale  —  to  curb  wholesale 
casualties  from  communicable  ill- 
ness and  disease.  An  integral  part 
of  the  approach  has  been  education- 
al work  and,  along  with  it,  methods 
of  screening  to  identify  and  locate 
those  in  need  of  treatment.  Is  it 
not  an  appropriate  agency  to  project 
some  of  those  same  techniques  into 
the  field  of  mental  health? 

In  this  area  the  public  health 
nurses  are  also  the  school  nurses. 
We  began  by  working  with  and 
through  them  into  the  schools. 
Schools  have  the  child  for  a  larger 
percentage  of  time  than  any  other 
agency.  One  psychiatric  social 
worker  in  a  geographical  area  this 
large  isn't  a  drop  in  the  bucket 
(those  who  know  my  size  are  grin- 
ning —  I  can  see  them!).  Because 
this  is  true  and  also  because  the 
only  effective  way  of  meeting  the 
problem  on  a  mass  basis  is  by  using 
other  persons  as  much  as  possible, 
we  will  help  the  nurses  to  use  men- 
tal health  concepts   in   their  work. 

Teachers,  individually  and  in 
groups,  have  been  glad  to  have  a 
chance  to  discuss  behavior  and  its 
meaning  in  terms  of  mental  health. 
Parent-teacher  and  other  communi- 
ty groups  are  interested.  In  the 
preschool  clinics  this  year  we  will 


This  aged  brother  is  a  member  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church  near  Taylor  Valley  on 
the  eastern  boundary  oi  Tennessee.  He  Is  one  of  the  people  who  is  visited  regularly 
by  B.V.S.  workers,  Shirley  Ferguson  and  Mary  Keller,  who  are  spending  their  year 
oi  service  working  in  this  little  home  mission  point  in  the  mountains.  We  commonly 
associate   B.V.S.   with   youth,  but   here   is  a   case   where   B.V.S.   brings   fellowship   and 

spiritual  comfort  to  the  aged 


try  to  begin  to  identify  those  who 
might  need  a  "boost"  as  they  go 
into  a  new  setting.  The  P.T.A.  helps 
conduct  the  clinics.  These  things 
are  mentioned  to  show  how  and 
where  individuals  can  help. 

The  western  branch  of  the  Amer- 
ican Public  Health  Association 
(which  includes  most  of  the  western 
states)  met  recently  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  Over  and  over  again,  it 
was  emphasized  that  mental  health 
services  are  not  and  cannot  be 
limited  to  treatment  facilities.  Pre- 
ventive work  would  resemble  im- 
munization, forestalling  the  ravages 
of  mental  illnesses  to  which  people 
might   otherwise  be  susceptible. 
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SUSIE  was  two  years  old  last 
week.  This  Sunday  she  went  to 
church  school.  What  a  big  step 
out  of  the  home  for  Susie.  Twenty- 
four  months  ago  Susie  was  a  tiny, 
squirming  newborn  babe.  In  the 
months  between  her  birth  and  her 
step  into  active  participation  in  the 
church  school,  Susie's  parents  have 
learned  much  from  their  first-born. 
But  Susie's  learnings  have  been 
much  greater  than   any   adult's. 

From  the  warmth  and  safety  of 
her  prenatal  life  Susie  has  adjusted 
to  the  home  into  which  she  was 
born.  She  has  become  acquainted 
with  many  persons,  sounds,  situa- 
tions. She  has  learned  to  under- 
stand a  language,  although  her 
speaking  vocabulary  is  still  limited. 
Adjustments  that  involve  physical, 
social,  mental  growth  have  been 
made.  The  religious  tone  of  the 
home  and  family  into  which  she 
was  born  is  her  religious  heritage. 
The  tenderness,  understanding  con- 
sideration and  loving  care  of  her 
parents  and  other  members  of  her 
family  have  conditioned  her  to  be 
ready  to  interpret  God  as  the  same 
kindly,  loving  Someone.  Christian 
practices  of  the  home,  prayer  times, 
grace  at  meals,  Christian  everyday 
living  have  established  an  aware- 
ness of  a  way  of  life  that  Susie 
cannot  explain  but  which  she  ac- 
cepts for  granted. 


Photo  by  E.  G.  Hoff 


(yusie  9*  Two 


Mary  Edna  Lloyd 


Susie  is  two.  She  is  now  at  the 
weaning  period.  Months  ago  her 
physical  diet  was  supplemented  by 
solid  foods.  But  her  social  well- 
being  is  slower  in  development.  The 
sudden  shock  of  birth  contributed 
to  a  need  for  security,  safety,  par- 
ental love.    She  may  have  accepted 
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this  parental  care  and  adjusted  with 
ease.  She  may  have  found  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome  that  make 
social  adjustment  in  a  group  of  con- 
temporary two-year-olds  not  only 
unwise  but  positively  dangerous. 
Persons  who  have  observed  many, 
many  two-year-olds  are  agreed  that 
this  "weaning  period"  is  one  of 
great  importance. 


Let  us  assume  that  Susie  is  equal 
to  the  break  at  this  time,  and  can 
be  taken  to  church  school  without 
danger  of  upsetting  her.  What 
should  she  find  at  church  school? 
What  should  she  do  in  the  church- 
school  group?  What  preparation 
should  the  church  have  made  for 
her? 

First  of  all,  the  church  will  have 
a  separate  room  for  Susie  and  the 
other  two-year-old  children.  There 
will  be  no  cribs  in  this  room,  for 
the  babies  whose  parents  bring  them 
will  be  in  a  nursery,  entirely  sep- 
arate from  this  room.  Probably  an- 
other room  for  the  three-year-old 
nursery  class  children  will  adjoin,  or 


This  article  is  one  in  a  series  planned  by 
the  Committee  on  Religious  Education  of 
Children  of  the  International  Council  of  j 
Religious  Education.  It  is  being  used  si- 
multaneously by  several  co-operating  de- 
nominations. 


be  near  this   prenursery   classroom. 

Leaders  in  Susie's  church  will 
have  consulted  a  pediatrician  as  to 
best  possible  physical  safeguards. 
They  will  have  selected  a  cheerful, 
sunshiny  room,  that  can  be  heated 
evenly  and  ventilated  adequately. 
Low  windows  -with  wide  sills  will 
have  heavy  screening  or  light  bars. 
Susie  is  at  the  climbing  age.  She 
will  find  great  joy  in  climbing  on 
the  low  window  sill,  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  her  to  climb 
without  danger.  The  floor  may  be 
covered  with  heavy  battleship  lino- 
leum. Small  scatter  rugs  provide 
warmth  for  floor  play.  Because 
Susie  is  an  explorer  there  should 
be  gates  at  every  doorway  leading 
from  the  room,  whether  the  door 
leads  into  a  hallway  or  is  an  outside 
entrance. 

In  planning  the  equipment,  there 
will  be  several  kiddie  cars,  dolls, 
doll  blankets,  doll  beds  (strong 
enough  to  support  the  weight  of  a 
man).  There  may  be  picture  books, 
push-pull  toys,  a  balancing  board. 
There  will  be  several  large  wooden 
boxes,  smoothed  with  sandpaper, 
and  perhaps  painted  a  soft  light 
color.  These  boxes  provide  endless 
pleasure  as  Susie  and  her  two-year- 
old  friends  climb  into  them,  out  of 
them,  and  into  them  again.  Toys 
may  be  put  into  the  boxes  and 
pushed  around  the  room.  Triangu- 
lar pieces  of  heavy  carpet,  cemented 
to  each  corner  of  the  box  will  save 
the  linoleum  from  any  scratches. 
Large  balls,  big  hollow  blocks,  and 
plenty  of  toy  shelves  will  be 
provided. 

Susie's  parents  took  her  to  church 
when  she  was  a  baby.  She  was 
consecrated  and  at  that  time  her 
parents  pledged  themselves  to  teach 
her  by  precept  and  example.  Since 
then  the  parents,  grandparents  and 
a  neighbor  have  taken  turns  staying 
with  Susie  at  home.  Now  both  fa- 
ther and  mother  have  accepted  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  church  school 
so  Susie  will  be  left  alone  in  the 
prenursery  classroom. 

This  first  Sunday  Mother  will  re- 
main in  the  room  for  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  Daddy  will  come  back  in 
exactly  thirty  minutes  just  to  be 
sure  that  Susie  is  not  too  over- 
whelmed with  the  new  situation. 
As  soon  as  possible,  Susie  will  stay 
for  the  two-hour  period  while  her 
parents  attend  morning  worship  as 
well  as  church  school.  Some  parents 
arrange  to  remain  with  their  chil- 
dren the  entire  session  for  the  first 
few  Sundays.  Occasional  visits  of 
one  or  both  parents  are  encouraged 
by  the  leaders.  When  visiting,  the 
parents  sit  at  one  side  of  the  room 


where  they  will  not  interfere  with 
the  play  of  the  children.  But  the 
real  purpose  of  having  a  class  for 
the  two-year-olds  is  to  release  the 
parents  and  grandparents  so  that 
they  may  attend  worship  service  or 
the  fellowship  of  their  adult  classes 
or  continue  their  church  leadership 
responsibilities.  Therefore,  these 
adults  will  not  remain  in  the  two- 
year-old  room  indefinitely. 

The  adult  leaders  who  welcome 
Susie  are  well  prepared  for  their 
work  with  two-year-olds.  They  are 
skilled  in  the  techniques  of  teaching 
young    children.     They    are   sympa- 


Manual  for  Children's  Workers 

A  manual  to  help  workers  with 
children  in  Ihe  local  church  has  been 
written  by  the  national  director  of 
children's  work  and  is  now  ready  for 
distribution.  In  some  of  the  districts 
the  district  director  is  assuming  the 
responsibility  for  distribution  and  is 
contacting  local  churches.  In  other 
districts  ihe  churches  will  need  to 
order  the  manual  directly  from  the 
Children's  Department,  Christian 
Education  Commission,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

This  manual  attempts  to  cover  the 
main  areas  of  work  with  children  in 
the  local  church.  There  are  twelve 
chapters  with  subjects  including: 
the  local  director's  responsibilities, 
developing  leaders,  equipping  ihe 
children's  department,  selecting  and 
using  curriculum  material,  worship, 
music,  special  days,  evangelism, 
home  and  church  relationship,  un- 
derstanding children. 

Be  sure  to  find  out  whether  your 
district  director  is  distributing  this 
manual  and  be  sure  that  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  your  workers.  Price  50c. 
The  title  is  Working  With  Children 
in  the  Local  Church 


thetic,  but  not  sentimental;  they  are 
understanding  of  the  needs,  abilities 
and  limitations  of  this  age  group. 
They  are  friendly,  helpful,  but  do 
not  underestimate  the  child's  ability 
by  doing  for  him  what  he  can  do 
for  himself.   .   .   . 

The  two-year-old  child  thrills  at 
the  joy  of  accomplishment.  Susie's 
limited  vocabulary  had  kept  her 
from  expressing  her  desires  except 
in  single  words.  One  Sunday  after 
a  few  weeks  as  a  member  of  the 
group,  she  was  sitting  at  one  side 
of  the  room,  "just  looking."  One  of 
the  leaders  brought  in  a  tray  of 
glasses  and  a  pitcher  of  fruit  juice. 
This  was  served  at  the  middle  of 
the  two-hour  session.    Susie  watched. 


Then  she  said  to  another  leader, 
"Take  my  chair  there."  "You  may," 
answered  the  leader.  Susie  smiled. 
She  got  up,  walked  around  the 
chair,  looking.  Then  placed  one 
hand  on  each  side  of  the  seat  and 
began  pushing.  Slowly  she  pro- 
gressed, not  directly  across  to  the 
table,  but  off  at  a  tangent,  over 
toward  the  door.  She  stopped, 
looked,  realized  she  was  off  the 
course,  so  started  in  another  direc- 
tion, pushing  toward  the  table. 
Again  she  stopped  to  get  her  bear- 
ings, just  as  an  adult  bustled  up 
to  her,  saying,  "Come,  Susie,  time 
for  orange  juice,"  and  reached  for 
the  chair.  But  the  leader  who  had 
started  with  Susie  on  her  journey 
across  the  room  said,  "Susie  will 
push  her  chair  all  by  herself.  She 
is  big  enough  to  bring  her  own 
chair."  Susie  stopped.  She  looked 
at  her  friend  and  smiled  such  a 
happy  smile,  as  she  drew  a  long 
breath.  Once  again  she  pushed  the 
chair.  This  time,  she  reached  the 
table,  and  her  smile  and  sigh  of 
accomplishment  spoke  volumes.  She 
had  spoken  her  first  sentence.  She 
had  experienced  the  joy  of  accom- 
plishment in  pushing  a  chair  almost 
equal  to  her  own  size,  all  the  way 
across  the  room.  It  is  by  such  joys 
of  accomplishment  that  the  two- 
year-old  learns. 

With  the  rest  of  the  children  Susie 
sat,  ready  for  the  orange  juice.  The 
juice  was  poured  and  set  before  the 
children  quickly.  Then  the  leader, 
seated  at  the  table,  said,  "It  is  good 
orange  juice."  Bowing  her  head  she 
said,  "Thank  you,  God,  for  oranges." 
One  visitor  asked,  "Can  such  young 
children  understand  a  prayer?"  And 
a  leader  replied,  "Perhaps  not.  But 
in  the  homes  of  our  church  we 
encourage  the  thank-you  prayer  at 
mealtime.  Surely  we  should  pause 
for  a  thank-you  here  at  church." 

In  some  groups  of  two-year-old 
children,  at  least  one  man  is  on 
the  staff  of  leaders.  Experiments 
show  that  the  young  child  appreci- 
ates the  father  person  as  well  as 
the  mother  person  to  guide  his  ac- 
tivities. Young  fathers,  pediatri- 
cians and  occasionally  a  young 
minister  welcome  the  learning  op- 
portunities afforded  through  work- 
ing with  the  two-year-olds. 

Susie  is  two.  Major  responsibility 
for  her  religious  nurture  rests  in 
the  home  with  her  parents.  But  the 
church  supplements  this  nurture  as 
it  provides  a  homelike  situation  and 
skilled  leadership  for  Susie,  while 
her  parents  participate  actively  in 
the  ongoing  program  of  the  church. 
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THROUGH  the  door  of  the  small 
post  office  at  Garkida  with  its 
grass  thatched  roof  come  your 
letters  and  parcels  to  most  of  the 
missionaries  of  the  Africa  mission^ 
field.  How  our  hearts  quicken  with 
joy  as  we  receive  these  messages  of 
goodwill  from  loved  ones  at  home 
whose  prayers  are  for  our  welfare 
and  for  the  success  of  our  endeavors 


here    so    far    from    the    homeland. 

Kida  Banu  is  the  postal  agent. 
He  is  a  Christian  and  a  member  of 
the  Garkida  church.  His  wife  is  a 
Christian  and  they  have  a  family 
of  five  boys  and  girls.  Their  com- 
pound is  an  example  of  neatness, 
cleanliness  and  order. 

The  mission  reached  out  to  in- 
fluence the  life  of  Kida  when  he  was 


young.  Through  the  years  he  has 
served  well  in  the  school,  in  the 
villages,  in  the  church  and  in  other 
phases  of  the  mission  program. 

We  have  been  closely  associated 
with  Kida  for  some  time  and  have 
come  to  welcome  his  cheerful  dis- 
position and  to  appreciate  his  gen- 
uine sincerity.  His  grasp  of  the 
work  of  the  church  and  of  business 


Blessings  Through  the  Mail 


Lawrence  and  Ruth  Clark 

Chibuk,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 
Photos  by  the  Author 


Kida  Banu,  the  Garkida  postal 
agent,  and  his  helper  who  has 
the  outgoing  mail  for  the  week 
on  his  head.  His  is  a  long  trip  by 
foot,  forty  miles  to  Biu,  where  the 
bag  is  placed  on   a  mail   truck 
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affairs  places  him  well  ahead  of 
his  countrymen. 

To  see  these  Christian  families 
growing  into  the  church  is  a  joy. 
It  is  difficult  for  them  to  break 
from  the  old  customs  of  their  people. 
The  children  of  Tsumdya  and  Kida 
are  well  fed  and  clothed.  Their 
faces  and  bodies  are  not  marred 
with  the  tribal  marking  of  their 
ancestors  and  so  the  beauty  of  their 
unscarred  faces  smile  up  at  us  full 
and  free  as  we  meet.  Their  bodies 
are  not  laden  with  numerous  charms 
and  mispah  to  keep  lurking  evil 
away  and  to  cure  illness.  Theirs  is 
the  simple  faith  of  a  heavenly  Fa- 
ther who  loves  them.  Life  becomes 
an  adventure  into  the  true  and  good 
rather  than  a  halting,  hesitant  ex- 
istence in  a  world  dominated  by 
monstrous  evils. 

The  church  here  needs  more  fami- 
ly heads  like  Kida,  whose  sunny 
disposition  and  thoroughly  Chris- 
tian dependability  can  be  used  as 
a  steppingstone  for  building  a 
strong  Christian  church  in  Nigeria. 
These  African  brethren  who  serve 


The  Garkida  post  office,  which  has  been  opened  in  recent  years 


here,  whether  in  the  school,  in  the 
church  or  in  the  business  life  of 
the  mission  warrant  our  special  re- 
membrance to  our  heavenly  Father 
as  we  seek  his  will  in  the  life  of 
the  church  today. 


We  eagerly  anticipate  the  weekly 
mail  as  it  comes  to  us.  And  we 
breathe  a  prayer  of  thanks  to  this 
young  Christian,  Kida,  as  he  gra- 
ciously serves  the  mission  and  the 
community. 


Missionary  Observations 
From  Toronto 


Anetta  C.  Mow 

Missionary  Education,  Foreign  Mission  Commission 


DURING  the  evening  plenary 
sessions  of  the  Toronto 
World's  Council  of  Christian 
Education  the  vast  audience  saw  a 
positive  proof  of  one  world  in 
Christ.  The  people  saw  this  proof 
when  the  processionals  of  Christian 
men  and  women  from  lands  around 
the  world  came  down  the  center 
aisle  in  the  large  coliseum. 

Walking  side  by  side  were  repre- 
sentatives from  Africa,  Argentina, 
Australia,  Brazil,  Canada,  China, 
Cuba,  Egypt,  England,  Finland,  Fiji, 
France,  Germany,  India,  Indonesia, 
Jamaica,  Japan,  Korea,  Lebanon, 
Madagascar,  Malaya,  Mexico,  The 
Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Norway, 
Philippine    Islands,    Sweden,    Swit- 


zerland, Syria,  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

They  were  disciples  of  all  nations. 
They  belonged  to  the  world-wide 
church  and  they  bore  witness  with- 
in themselves  to  unity  in  Jesus 
Christ  who  "is  the  revelation  of 
what  God  is  and  of  what  man 
through  him  may  become."  They 
gave  living  testimony  to  goodwill 
among  men  and  the  truly  Christian 
way  of  life  without  which  there 
can  be  no  lasting  peace  on  earth. 
Among  them  there  was  no  East  or 
West,  no  South  or  North,  but  one 
great  fellowship  in  Christ. 

Without  doubt  the  great  majority 
of  these  Christian  nationals  were 
students  and  teachers  from  missions 


and  church  schools  in  their  home- 
land. They  were  the  direct  product 
of  Christian  education  and  evange- 
lism. Every  one  who  spoke  gave 
witness  to  a  glowing  spirit  within 
and  to  a  deep  gratitude  for  having 
received  the  gospel  of  good  news. 

Who  could  soon  forget  the  tall, 
well-built  man  from  the  Fiji 
Islands?  A  great  shock  of  hair 
crowned  his  head  and  he  was 
dressed  in  blouse,  skirt  and  sandals. 
When  he  stepped  to  the  pulpit  he 
spoke  to  the  thousands  before  him, 
using  perfect  English  with  ease  and 
fine  expression.  His  message  was 
short  but  it  was  filled  with  zealous 
love  for  the  cause  of  Christ  as  he 
brought  greetings  from  the  South 
Seas.  He  spoke  with  deep  feeling 
concerning  the  great  changes  in  his 
country  brought  about  by  the  mis- 
sionaries who  had  shared  the  living 
Christ  with  them. 

Then  there  was  Bishop  John  with 
his  long  beard  and  hair.  He  wore 
a  full-length  black  robe.  The  ex- 
pression on  his  sensitive  face  made 
one  think  of  pictures  of  Jesus. 
When  he  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  Friday  eve- 
ning service,  it  was  indeed  a 
benediction. 

At  the  morning  sessions  of  the 
several  divisional  meetings,  it  was 
a  wonderful  privilege  to  be  led  in 
worship  by  the  Christian  men  and 
women  of  other  lands,  dressed  in 
their  beautiful  native  costumes.  The 
program  had  been  arranged  so  that 
the  majority  of  those  who  conducted 
the  hours  of  mediation  and  prayer 
should  be  the  nationals  of  various 
countries.  One  could  not  help  but 
be  impressed  with  their  effective 
use  of  the  English  language  and 
with  their  deep  devotion  and 
sincerity. 

On  Sunday  evening  after  C.  W. 
Li  of  China  had  spoken  to  the  vast 
audience  of  more  than  13,000  people, 
on  the  subject,  Jesus  Christ  Calls 
Youth,  three  young  people  from 
Brazil,  Sweden  and  the  Philippines 
gave  brief  testimonials  of  the  hope 
that  stirred  within  them.  Every  one 
spoke  with  conviction  that  Jesus 
Christ  must  be  our  Lord  and  Master 
in  all  schoolrooms,  in  the  world  of 
politics,  and  in  the  church  and  its 
missionary    outreach. 

It  was  uplifting  to  see  two  or 
more  people  walking  together  across 
the  campus  and  talking  in  friendly 
conversation  when  it  was  so  obvious 
that  they  came  from  lands  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  globe.  Again 
at  times  one  would  pass  a  group  of 
various     nationals     standing     in     a 
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church  classroom  having  a  happy 
time  together.  Their  color,  their 
clothes  and  perhaps  their  manners 
were  different,  but  they  were  one 
in  Christian  fellowship,  in  purpose 
and  in  their  high  regard  for  each 
other. 

At    the    Robert   Raikes   memorial 


service  on  Sunday  afternoon,  it  was 
a  beautiful  Japanese  Christian 
woman  who  placed  the  wreath  of 
flowers  at  the  base  of  the  statue. 

These  observations  all  go  to  prove 
that  missions,  education  and  evan- 
gelism, are  the  life  stream  of  the 
Christian  church.    This  great  Chris- 


tian gathering  at  Toronto  brought 
the  truth  home  with  irresistible 
force  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only 
hope  and  salvation  of  the  world. 
Seeing  these  living  witnesses,  we 
heard  afresh  Christ's  commission: 
"Go  .  .  .  make  disciples  of  all 
nations." 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Rural   Life  Briefs 


Two  official  representatives  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  attended 
the  1950  Interdenominational  School 
for  Rural  Leaders,  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute,  Evanston,  111.,  June  19  to 
July  21.  They  were  H.  Austin 
Cooper,  pastor  of  the  Brothersvalley 
church  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
near  Somerset;  and  Wilmer  E.  Bru- 
baker,  pastor  of  the  Eden  Valley 
church  near  St.  John,  Kansas,  in 
Southwestern  Kansas.  Since  the 
beginning  of  this  school  for  rural 
leaders  more  than  a  decade  ago  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  had 
representation  and  has  found  the 
courses    offered    most   helpful. 

Two  Ohio  pastors  attended  the 
School  for  Rural  Leaders  on  the 
campus  of  Oberlin  College,  July  10 
to  28.  They  were  Ross  L.  Noffsinger, 
pastor  of  the  Donnels  Creek  church, 
near  Springfield  in  Southern  Ohio; 
and  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  pastor 
of  the  Olivet  church  near  Thornville 
in  Northwestern  Ohio. 


Ross  L. 
Noffsinger 


Bro.  Hollinger  carries  the  added 
recognition  of  having  been  named 
"Rural  Minister  of  the  Year,"  one 
of  the  sixteen  Ohio  ministers  chosen 
by  the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches, 
Oberlin  School  of  Theology,  Ohio 
Farm  Bureau  and  the  Ohio  Farmer. 


A  publication  carrying  the  an- 
nouncement of  Bro.  Hollinger's  be- 
ing given  this  citation  as  rural 
minister  of  the  year  in  Ohio  quoted 
him  as  follows  upon  his  surprise  at 
receiving  the  designation:  "I've  done 
nothing  outstanding.  All  I've  done 
is  to  try  to  fit  the  church  to  the 
needs  of  the  modern  day  and  to 
try  to  make  Christianity  practical 
to  everyday  living. 

"It  has  been  my  belief  and  prac- 
tice that  each  denomination  has 
some  real  good  about  it  and  we 
ought  always  to  cultivate  that  good. 
There  is  also  room  for  interchurch 
co-operation  and  we  ought  to  do 
more  of  that,  too." 

The  purpose  of  awarding  the  cita- 
tion is  to  honor  ministers  who  have 
been  making  an  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  better  living  in  rural 
areas.  In  addition  to  the  honorary 
title,  each  of  the  sixteen  ministers 
received  a  free  scholarship  to  the 
school  for  rural  leaders  at  Oberlin 
College.  All  areas  of  the  state  of 
Ohio  were  represented  in  the  150 
nominations  received.  One  man  said 
this  of  Bro.  Hollinger,  "He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  Farm  Bureau  and 
of  the  local  community  council.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  commu- 
nity affairs.  He  is  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  county  ministerial 
association.  He  is  sought  after  as 
speaker   for   many   rural   affairs." 

The    Hollingers    have    four    sons 
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Kenneth       W. 
Hollinger 


and,  in  addition,  are  making  a  home 
for  a  German  high  school  student, 
Willi  Traub. 

Bro.  Hollinger  is  a  graduate  of 
Manchester  College  and  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary. 

Many  fine  ministers  have  gone 
into  country  church  work  with  the 
idea  that  they  could  make  a  real 
contribution   to   better   rural  living. 

Last  year  Murray  L.  Wagner,  then 
pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  church 
near  Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  in  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  Virginia,  was  named 
one  of  thirteen  rural  ministers  of 
the  year  in  the  South  by  the  Pro- 
gressive Farmer  magazine  and 
Emory  Unversity.  Part  of  the  cita- 
tion for  Bro.  Wagner  read  that  he 
was  the  writer  of  prize-winning 
rural  sermons  and  a  sincere  demon- 
strator  of   Christian   brotherhood. 

The  seventh  Annual  National 
Convocation  on  the  Church  in  Town 
and  Country  will  be  held  in  Colum- 
bia, Mo.,  Nov.  7-9,  1950,  as  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Benson  Y.  Landis, 
secretary  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Committee.  The  convocation  is  held 
each  year  to  give  church  leaders, 
laymen,  social  service  workers,  civic 
groups  and  government  officials  an 
opportunity  to  exchange  views  on 
the  rural  church  and  agriculture. 

The  convocation  is  open  to  min- 
isters and  lay  leaders  in  town  and 
country,  church  administrators,  re- 
ligious educators  and  officers  of  farm 
and  rural  community  organizations. 

Programs  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation from  the  Committee  on 
Town  and  Country,  297  Fourth  Ave., 
New  York  10,  N  Y.,  or  to  the  Min- 
istry and  Home  Mission  Commis- 
sion, General  Brotherhood  Board, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Two  recent  announcements  deserve  thoughtful  consideration  by 
Christians. 

Even  though  it  required  swift  congressional  action  to  make  legal  the 
appointment  of  a  military  man  as  Secretary  of  Defense,  there  seemed  to  be 
general  approval  of  the  President's  choice  of  General  George  C.  Marshall  to 
replace  Secretary  Johnson. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  choice  of  men,  it  is  likely  that  most  Amer- 
icans will  welcome  the  change.  And  some  observers  will  recall  that  George 
Marshall  has  never  been  quite  as  militarily  minded  as  many  civilians  in 
high  government  posts.  But  at  the  same  time  his  appointment  points  up  an 
unfortunate,  perhaps  eventually  a  dangerous,  trend  —  to  put  more  of  our 
major  decisions  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  committed  to  reliance  on 
armed  might.  This  is  a  trend  that  most  Americans  dislike  (although  some 
think  it  inevitable)  and  that  every  Christian  should  view  with  concern. 

The  Christian  position  is  well  phrased  in  an  Old  Testament  quotation: 
"Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord." 

/»  gain,  there  was  quick  action  in  the  Senate  to  pass  the  McCarran  Bill, 
which  would  require  registration  of  all  Communists  and  intern  them  in 
concentration  camps  in  time  of  war.  Unless  the  President  vetoes  this  bill, 
it  will  put  into  effect  one  of  the  most  drastic  laws  ever  adopted  with  respect 
to  membership  in  a  political  party. 

On  the  surface  this  action  may  also  seem  like  a  good  move  to  citizens 
who  have  become  exasperated  with  the  tactics  of  some  subversive  groups. 
But  we  have  seen  in  recent  months  how  damaging  to  innocent  people  can 
be  the  unfounded  charges  by  self-appointed  investigators  who  see  "red"  in 
every  movement  that  leans  more  to  the  left  than  to  the  right.  War  always 
endangers  civil  liberties  and  thought  control  is  certainly  made  possible  by 
such  hasty  moves  as  this  recent  action  by  the  Senate. 

Why  should  the  Christian  be  concerned?  Not  only  because  he  has  a 
deep  respect  for  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  hold  unpopular  views,  but  also 
because  his  own  Christian  convictions  may  quickly  be  denied  their  free 
expression.  In  the  hands  of  military  leadership,  accustomed  to  strict  cen- 
sorship, the  Christian  gospel  of  love  and  reconciliation  may  soon  be  re- 
garded as  unpatriotic  and  subversive.  And  yet  the  Christian  witness  for 
peace  is  needed  more  than  ever. 


Around  the  World 


Helping  Youth  to  Get  an  Education 

One  of  the  dangers  in  a  time  of 
world  crisis  is  to  neglect  the  vital 
educational  tasks  that,  in  the  long 
run,  count  most  for  the  salvation 
of  democracy  and  the  winning  of 
the  peace.  There  is  hope  that  cer- 
tain practical  steps  may  be  taken 
to  educate  many  young  people  on 
international  questions  who  might 
otherwise  never  be  trained  to  give 
their  countries  useful  guidance  as 
they  mature. 

A  plan  is  being  drawn  up  by 
a  group  of  educational  agencies 
through  which  a  number  of  young 
Europeans,  not  able  to  afford  it  on 
their  own,  may  obtain  a  university 
education.  And  in  addition  they 
may  be  able  to  have  the  kind  of 
experience  that  tends  to  fit  them 
for  an  understanding  of  other  peo- 
ples, for  the  temptation  is  strong 
for  European  youth  to  embrace  to- 
talitarianism unless  they  can  get  a 
broad  education  both  within  their 
own   countries   and   in   others. 


It  is  being  proposed  that  a  small 
fraction  of  the  so-called  counterpart 
funds  in  the  Marshall  Plan  nations 
be  devoted  to  training  of  youth. 
These  funds  accrue  in  most  lands 
through  the  sales  of  Marshall  Plan 
goods.  It  is  suggested  that  a  small 
percentage  be  used  to  teach  youth 
what  democracy  means  and  how  to 
lead  humankind  toward  a  peaceful 
goal  so  universally  desired. 

Students,  under  the  suggested 
plan,  would  be  given  loans  with  no 
interest  until  three  or  four  years 
after  graduation,  when  repayment 
would  begin.  Every  effort  would 
be  bent  to  induce  the  students  to 
cross  national  boundaries  for  their 
courses,  and  Americans  would  re- 
ceive the  same  help  as  others.  (WP) 

Record  of  the  United  Nations 

"Peace  is  what  we  must  work 
for,"  said  Trygve  Lie,  secretary  gen- 
eral of  the  United  Nations,  in  the 
introduction  to  his  fifth  annual  re- 
port on  the  work  of  the  UN. 


"The  United  Nations  has  already 
used  the  machinery  of  negotiation, 
mediation  and  conciliation  to  help 
prevent  or  stop  wars  in  the  Near 
East,  in  Indonesia  and  between  In- 
dia and  Pakistan.  It  has  exerted  its 
pacifying  influence  in  disputes  oc- 
curing  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
as  well.  The  most  dangerous  of 
these,  the  Great  Power  deadlock 
over  Berlin,  was  resolved  by  an 
agreement  that  crowned  efforts 
made,  both  outside  and  inside 
the  United  Nations,  to  settle  the 
dispute." 

The  United  Nations  has  also  dem- 
onstrated its  capacities  in  many 
other  fields.  Mr.  Lie  noted  fourteen 
major  decisions  and  acts  during  the 
last  twelve  months  that  "have  been 
or  can  be  of  constructive  benefit 
to  the  world."  Among  them  are 
these: 

1.  The  decisions  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  favor  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Libya  (former  Italian  col- 
ony) within  two  years  and  of 
Somaliland  after  ten  years  of 
trusteeship. 

2.  The  transfer  of  sovereignty 
over  Indonesia  by  The  Netherlands 
to  the  Republic  of  the  United  States 
of  Indonesia. 

3.  The  renewed  effort  of  the  Se- 
curity Council  to  settle  the  dispute 
over  Kashmir  between  India  and 
Pakistan. 

4.  The  successful  maintenance  of 
the  armistice  regimes  between  Israel 
and  her  neighbors. 

5.  The  progressive  pacification  of 
the  northern  boundaries  of  Greece. 

6.  The  launching  of  the  UN 
expanded  program  of  technical  as- 
sistance for  economic  development. 

7.  The  preparation  by  the  Com- 
mission on  Human  Rights  of  the 
first  of  a  series  of  covenants  aimed 
at  giving  expression  in  international 
law  to  various  human  rights  pro- 
claimed by  the  Universal  Declara- 
tion of  Human  Rights. 

8.  Agreement  of  the  principal 
opium-producing  countries  on  a  plan 
for  limiting  the  world  production 
of  opium  to  that  required  for  medi- 
cal needs. 

9.  The  establishment  of  the 
United  Nations  relief  and  works 
agency  for  Palestine  refugees  in  the 
Near  East. 

10.  The  decision  to  appoint  a  high 
commissioner  for  refugees  when  the 
International  Refugee  Organization 
terminates  its  program  in  1951,  and 
to  establish  a  permanent  office  un- 
der his   direction. 

11.  The  steadily  increasing  calls 
upon    the     International    Court    of 
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Justice  for  advisory  opinions  to  set- 
tle juridical  disputes.  (UN  Bulletin) 

Minister  Shortage  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland 

Ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land have  been  urged  to  put  the 
calling  of  the  ministry  before  the 
young  men  of  their  congregations, 
lest  the  Scottish  ministry  be  serious- 
ly depleted.  The  warning  was  given 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Caldwell,  senior 
clerk  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion for  the  ministry.  Dr.  Caldwell 
pointed  out  that  unless  more  stu- 
dents enrolled  in  divinity  courses 
there  would  be  an  "alarming  de- 
crease" in  the  number  of  ministers 
ready  for  ordination  in  1952.  Only 
sixty-six  divinity  students  were  en- 
rolled this  year,  with  an  annual  need 
of  a  hundred  ministers  for  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  (EPS) 


Brotherhood  News 

Women's  Rally 

The  women  of  Northern  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  met  in  the  Lena 
church  for  their  fifteenth  annual 
rally.  One  hundred  eighty-six  wom- 
en registered. 

Ruth  Shriver,  national  secretary 
of  women's  work,  conducted  the 
morning  devotional  service.  Her 
selections  of  prose  and  poetry 
brought  us  a  bit  closer  to  God. 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Buck,  who  led  the  medi- 
tation at  the  beginning  of  the  after- 
noon service,  centered  her  thoughts 
on  Matt.  20:  22-28. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Miller,  director  of 
homebuilders,  introduced  the  speak- 
er of  the  morning,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Zunkel 
of  Elgin.  In  her  message  she 
stressed  the  importance  of  building 
well  in  the  home  so  that  the  chil- 
dren might  be  taught  and  encour- 
aged to  give  their  best  to  the  Master 
as  they   grow  into   adulthood. 

The  speaker  of  the  afternoon,  Mrs. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  Oak  Park,  was 
introduced  by  Mrs.  Leland  S.  Bru- 
baker,  director  of  missions.  Mrs. 
Bowman  spoke  about  the  needs  of 
the  world  and  about  Brethren  Serv- 
ice work.  She  presented  a  definite 
challenge  to  each  one  for  the  re- 
sponsibility of  bringing  Christ  to 
the  world. 

The  marimba  solo  by  Carolyn 
Kuhlmeyer  and  the  musical  read- 
ings by  Mrs.  Clarence  Yeager  added 
to   the   two  sessions. 

At  the  business  meeting  at  which 


Mrs.  H.  A.  Hoff,  the  president,  pre- 
sided, brief  reports  were  given  by 
the  directors  of  missions,  home- 
builders  and  the  aid.  It  was  decided 
to  continue  contributions  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund  and  to  give  $100 
to  the  camp  fund.  A  deputation  will 
visit  the  Wisconsin  churches  in  the 
interest  of  women's  work.  The 
offering  of  $112  was  given  to  the 
Brotherhood  Fund.  The  1951  rally 
will  be  held  in  the  Milledgeville 
church. 

District  Conference  of  Second  West 
Virginia 

The  district  conference  of  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  West  Virginia  was 
held  in  the  Mt.  Zion  church  on 
Aug.  25  and  26.  On  Friday  after- 
noon district  boards  and  women's 
meetings  were  held.  On  Saturday 
the  business  session  of  the  confer- 
ence convened  with  Bro.  Henry 
Sanders  as  moderator,  and  Bro.  Fred 
R.  Clayton  as  reader.  The  churches 
were  well  represented  in  the  dele- 
gate body. 

Bro.  H.  O.  Poling  gave  a  report 
of  the  Annual  Conference  at  Grand 
Rapids.  Our  Standing  Committee 
delegate  to  next  year's  Annual  Con- 
ference is  Bro.  Edgar  Fike,  with 
Bro.  Fred  Clayton  as  alternate.  Bro. 
Boyd  H.  Phares  was  elected  mod- 


erator for  next  year's  meeting, 
which  will  be  held  in  the  Shiloh 
church. 

Bro.  Raymond  R.  Peters  of  Elgin, 
111.,  was  with  us  and  gave  two  in- 
spirational talks.  Bro.  OraDeLauter 
of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  gave  a  good 
message  and  Bro.  Warren  Bowman 
gave  us  a  talk  in  the  interest  of 
Bridgewater  College.  We  were  hap- 
py to  have  these  visiting  Brethren 
in  our  midst.  There  were  also  some 
young  people  with  us  who  have 
been  in  the  work  camp  at  the  Shiloh 
church.  We  feel  that  the  conference 
was  one  of  rich  spiritual  fellowship. 
— Ada  Scrogum,  Elkins,  W.  Va. 

District   Meeting   of   Southern   Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas 

The  district  meeting  of  Southern 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  was  held  in 
the  New  Hope  church,  Wynn,  Ark., 
Aug.  18-21.  Bro.  Glen  Trowbridge 
of  Carthage,  Mo.,  was  moderator  of 
the  conference  and  Bro.  Roy  Mc- 
Auley  of  McPherson  College  was 
guest  speaker. 

The  major  item  of  business  was 
the  adoption  of  the  suggested  dis- 
trict plan  which  creates  and  uses 
the  district  board  of  administration. 

The  1951  district  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  Carthage  church,  Mo., 
Aug.    12-20.     Bro.    Alva    Fike    was 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Thoughtless  U.S.  soldiers,  with- 
out the  least  bad  intent  in  the 
world,  lost  us  the  friendship  of  many 
South  Koreans  because  our  troopers 
called  them  by  the  common  name  of 
"gooks."  There  are  various  explana- 
tions. It  is  said  that  the  Korean 
word  for  a  Yank  outsider  was  origi- 
nally "me -gook,"  and  that  the  use  of 
"gook"  for  any  Korean  came  about 
through  a  twisting  of  this  word 
around.  Others  say  the  word  "gook" 
was  used  in  World  War  II  to  desig- 
nate any  islander  in  the  Pacific.  It 
hardly  matters.  What  genuinely 
matters  is  that  Koreans  consider  the 
word  offensive,  and  that  in  many 
cases,  those  who  use  it  are  ex- 
pressing an  unconscious  arrogance 
toward  foreigners. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  a  dozen 
ways,  a  dozen  parts  of  the  world, 
where  offensive  names  are  given  to 
peoples  who  differ  in  appearance 
from  the  noble  Anglo-Saxon  crea- 
ture who  is  supposed  to  be  an  over- 
lord. Hateful  names  are  bestowed 
on  people  because  of  color,  race,  re- 
ligion, nationality  or  what  not.  The 
net  result  is  to  elevate  the  name- 
caller  to  superior  ranks,  and  to  place 


the  other  on  a  lower  human  level. 

Behind  all  this  is  less  frequently  a 
conscious  ill-will  than  a  careless  or 
ignorant  use  of  words,  an  absence 
of  sensitivity  and  comprehension. 
And  you  don't  always  learn  better 
because  you  have  a  beautiful  atlas 
or  globe  on  your  table,  or  because 
you  scrupulously  follow  war  news, 
or  even  follow  the  work  of  interna- 
tional organizations.  In  order  to 
work  with  foreign  peoples,  you  have 
to  realize  the  things  they  don't  like, 
and  respect  their  feelings.  And 
above  all.  you  have  to  rid  yourself 
of  the  delusion  that  in  some  queer 
way,  different  peoples  are  really 
different  in  a  biological  sense.  I 
happen  to  live  close  to  the  place 
where  the  United  Nations  tried  to 
buy  land  for  its  world  headquarters, 
and  I  still  have  ringing  in  my  ears 
the  words  of  many  who  at  that  time 
used  to  ask,  "Do  you  want  to  have 
a  lot  of  foreigners  coming  in  here?" 
You  could  never  make  these  people 
realize  how  weird  such  talk  sounded 
to  anyone  who,  from  long  residence 
abroad,  has  himself  so  often  been  a 
"foreigner."  —  Devere  Allen  in 
Worldover  Press. 


elected  moderator.  Standing  Com- 
mittee representative  for  the  1951 
Annual  Conference  is  Bro.  A.  W. 
Adkins. — Glenn  C.  Swinger,  Cabool, 
Mo. 


Weddings 


Beaver-Barnhari. — Charles  Beaver  and 
Marilyn  Barnhart,  both  of  South  Bend, 
Ind..  Aug.  13,  1950,  in  the  Second  church, 
South  Bend,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  W. 
Eshelman,   South  Bend,   Ind. 

Baughman-Crussemeyer. — Donald  Baugh- 
man  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  Barbara 
Crussemeyer  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  July  29,  1950, 
in  the  Elkhart  church  chapel,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Berkey-Arbaugh. — Byron  Jay  Berkey  of 
Windber,  Pa.,  and  Kathryn  E.  Arbaugh  of 
Westminster,  Md.,  Aug.  30,  1950,  in  the 
Meadow  Branch  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  Westmin- 
ster, Md. 

Blough-Slailer. — Allen  D.  Blough  and 
Wilma  G.  Statler,  both  of  Windber,  Pa.,  in 
the  Windber  church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by 
Bro.  C.  H.  Gehman. — Mrs.  Wayne  Adkins, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Click-Long. — Earl  F.  Click  and  Maxine 
V.  Long,  both  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Nov. 
12,  1949,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
—Robert  E.  Houff,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Clingan-Cole. — James  Clingan  and  Eileen 
Cole,  both  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  the 
Mansfield  church,  July  15,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — I.  E.  Oberholtzer,  Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

Davis-Campbell. — Dale  Davis  and  Mar- 
cella  Campbell,  both  of  Huntington  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  Aug.  4,  1950,  in  the  Salamonie 
church,  Lancaster,  Ind.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— E.  Paul  Weaver,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Deardorff-Leisier. — Stanley  E.  Deardorff 
of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  and  Martha  C.  Leis- 
ter of  Puente,  Calif.,  in  the  Bell  Memo- 
rial church,  Puente,  Calif.,  July  25,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Noble  E.  Deardorff, 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

EverB-Myers. — Norman  Lee  Evers  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Reba  Jean  Myers 
of  Dayton,  Va.,  June  2,  1950,  in  the  Beaver 
Creek  church,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Simon  D.  Glick  —  Robert  E.  Houff, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Flory-Force. — Donald  Flory  of  Arcanum, 
Ohio,  and  Frances  Force  of  Bradford, 
Ohio,  in  the  Painter  Creek  parsonage,  Aug. 
19,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Byron  Mil- 
ler, Greenville,  Ohio. 

Fox-Hunl.— Carroll  E.  Fox  of  Bradford, 
Ohio,  and  Betty  Lou  Hunt  of  Greenville, 
Ohio,  Aug.  25,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — Byron  Miller,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Gaines- Saul. — Warren  Gaines  and  Myrna 
Saul  both  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the 
Brookville  church,  Aug.  12,  1950,  by  Bro. 
lussell  Helstern. — James  H.  Beahm, 
Brookville,  Ohio. 

Gordon-Williams. — Warren  G.  Gordon 
and  Dorothy  M.  Williams,  both  of  Worth- 
ington,  Minn.,  in  the  Worthington  church, 
Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  D. 
Kyser,  Reading,  Minn. 

Goss-Wine. — Ted  Goss  and  Madonna 
Wine,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  bride's 
home,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— John  D.  Long,  Dayton,   Ohio. 

Hanlon-Kline. — Richard  L.  Hanlon  of 
Galion,  Ohio,  and  Margaret  V.  Kline  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  Aug.  27,  1950,  at  Mansfield, 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  I.  E. 
"Jverholtzer. — Carl  E.  Yoder,  Broadway, 
7a. 

Harclerode-Diehl. — Lloyd  F.  Harclerode 
and  Betty  L.  Diehl,  both  of  Everett,  Pa., 
Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the  Everett  parsonage,  by 
the  undersigned. — Stewart  B.  Kauffman, 
"Everett,  Pa. 

Haihaway-Mangas. — Alonzo  J.  Hathaway 
of  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Marcella  June 
Mangas  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  in  the  bride's 
home,  Sept.  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Kenneth  G.  Long,  Union  City,  Ind. 

Hipsher-Workman. — Eugene  Hipsher  and 
Shirley    Workman,    both    of    South    Bend, 


Ind.,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the  Second  church, 
South  Bend,  by  the  undersigned. — H.  W. 
Eshelman,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Hoff-Valenline.— Lowell  Hoff  of  West 
Manchester,  Ohio,  and  Glenna  Valentine 
of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in  the  Painter  Creek 
parsonage,  Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Byron    Miller,    Greenville,    Ohio. 

Hoover-Petry. — Roy  Hoover  of  West 
Alexandria,  Ohio,  and  Dortha  Petry  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  bride's  home, 
Sept.  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — James 
H.  Beahm,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Kuebler-Fidler. — George  Kuebler  of 
Huntington,  Ind.,  and  Marilyn  Fidler  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the 
Brookville  church,  by  the  groom's  father. 
— James  H.  Beahm,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Lulz-EIey. — Wilson  B.  Lutz  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  Mary  Adine  Eley  of  Union  City, 
Ind.,  in  the  Poplar  Grove  church,  June  11, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Kenneth  G. 
Long,  Union  City,  Ind. 

McNelt-Meyers. — Richard  McNett  and 
Elaine  Meyers,  both  of  Morrill,  Kansas, 
July  30,  1950,  in  the  Morrill  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill, 
Kansas. 

Melzger-Hoover. — Myron  R.  Metzger  of 
Claypool,  Ind.,  and  Grace  E.  Hoover  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in 
the  West  Manchester  church,  Ind.,  by  the 
undersigned. — T.  G.  Weaver,  Columbia 
City,  Ind. 

Myers-Niswonger. — Alton  Myers,  Jr.,  of 
Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  Ann  Niswonger  of 
Lewisburg,  Ohio,  in  the  Brookville  church, 
Aug.  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — James 
H.  Beahm,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Newman-Steam. — Ralph  E.  Newman  of 
Dayton,  Va.,  and  Bettye  K.  Stearn  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  the  Beaver  Creek 
church,  Aug.  12,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Robert  E.  Houff,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Norih-Burlon. — Royce  North  of  Holyoke, 
Colo.,  and  Shirley  Burton  of  Haxtun,  Colo., 
May  14,  1950,  in  the  Haxtun  church,  by  Bro. 
Leonard  Birkin. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood, 
Haxtun,  Colo. 

Oswall-Eidemiller. — Dallas  P.  Oswalt  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  Jean  Eidemiller  of 
Troy,  Ohio,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  West 
Charleston  church,  Ohio,  by  the  under- 
signed.— V.  F.  Schwalm,  North  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Pevahouse-Brown. — Robert  Pevahouse  of 
Windber,  Pa.,  and  Anne  Elizabeth  Brown 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  Windber 
church,  June  17,  1950,  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Geh- 
man.—Mrs.   Wayne   Adkins,   Windber,   Pa. 

Plunkeri-McKinney. — Edward  W.  Plunk- 
ert,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  P.  McKinney,  both 
of  Westminster,  Md.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the 
Meadow  Branch  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  Westmin- 
ster, Md. 

Powell-Millard. — John  Powell,  Jr.,  and 
Virginia  Millard,  both  of  McCune,  Kansas, 
'  in  the  Osage  church,  Aug.  13,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Francis  L.  Shenefelt,  Mc- 
Cune, Kansas. 

Ray-Gray. — Wilbur  Ray  and  Hazel  Gray, 
both  of  Midland,  Mich.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in 
the  Midland  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Ervin  Weaver,  Midland,  Mich. 

Roxby-Miller. — William  Dean  Roxby  and 
Esther  Mae  Miller,  both  of  Windber,  Pa., 
in  the  Windber  church,  July  29,  1950,  by 
Bro.  C.  H.  Gehman. — Mrs.  Wayne  Adkins, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Royer-Heiser. — Ralph  K.  Royer,  Jr.,  of 
Westminster,  Md.,  and  Marjorie  J.  Heiser 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  27,  1950,  in  the 
Westminster  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  Westminster,  Md. 

Schwalm-Smucker. — Dale  Schwalm  of 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  and  Arlene  Smucker  of 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  in  the  Baugo  church,  June 
11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — V.  F. 
Schwalm,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Smith-Lowery. — Artie  A.  Smith  and 
Paulina  Lowery,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
the  Hillcrest  Brethren  church,  Aug.  6, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — John  D.  Long, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Smith-Roberts. — Clarence  J.  Smith  of 
Lewisville,  Ohio,  and  Evelyn  V.  Roberts 
of  Graysville,  Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1950,  in  the 
bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  H. 
Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Snyder-Miller. — George  Snyder  and  Thel- 


ma  Miller,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  July  21, 
1950,  in  the  Elkhart  church  chapel,  by  the 
undersigned. — G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Sowers-Peaslee. — William  A.  Sowers  and 
Roxie  L.  Peaslee,  both  of  Burkittsville, 
Md.,  Aug.  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home.— J.  S.  Bowlus,  Jefferson,  Md. 

Stayer-Metzler. — Vernon  Stayer,  Jr.,  of 
Curryville,  Pa.,  and  Marcheta  Metzler  of 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  in  the  Roaring  Spring 
Methodist  church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by  Rev. 
H.  C.  Stenger  of  Roaring  Spring,  assisted 
by  the  undersigned. — Harper  M.  Snavely, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Thurslon-Hayes.— Carl  A.  Thurston,  Sr., 
and  Edna  Hayes,  both  of  Midland,  Mich., 
July  8,  1950,  in  the  Midland  church  parson- 
age, by  the  undersigned. — Ervin  Weaver, 
Midland,  Mich. 

Treichler-Ritlenhouse. — William  Treich- 
ler,  Jr.,  of  Walker,  Iowa,  and  Martha  Rit- 
tenhouse  of  Queen  Anne,  Md.,  April  8, 
1950,  in  the  Ridgely  church,  Md.,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  S.  Rittenhouse,  Queen 
Anne,  Md. 

Vinson-Spicer. — Ira  E.  Vinson  and  Betty 
Jane  Spicer,  both  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
Aug.  7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — H.  W.  Eshelman,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Wine-Head. — Nelson  O.  Wine  and  Eve- 
lyn M.  Head,  both  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  in 
the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by 
Rev.  W.  G.  Bates  of  the  Methodist  church, 
assisted  by  the  undersigned. — Robert  E. 
Houff,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Wine-Rittenhouse. — Joe  Wine  of  Indian 
Springs,  Tenn.,  and  Patricia  Rittenhouse 
of  Queen  Anne,  Md.,  Aug.  23,  1950,  at 
the  bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned  — 
J.  S.  Rittenhouse,  Queen  Anne,  Md. 

Wysor-Ingram. — Robert  B.  Wysor  of  Har- 
naker,  Va.,  and  Esther  Lee  Ingram  of  Bas- 
sett,  Va.,  Aug.  24,  1950,  in  the  Bassett 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Wilmer  Q. 
Crummett,   Bassett,    Va. 


Obituaries 


Back,  John  Luther,  son  of  Robert  D.  and 
Catherine  Shull  Back,  was  born  in  Au- 
gusta County,  Va.,  July  19,  1867,  and  died 
Sept.  2,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Kinross,  Iowa. 
He  was  married  to  Rebecca  Turner  on  Sept. 
11,  1892.  He  united  with  the  English  River 
church  in  1898.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  twelve  children,  forty-three  grand- 
children and  twenty-seven  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  English  River  church,  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  South 
English,  Iowa. 

Boyer,  Blanche  Altman,  was  born  Aug. 
15,  1893,  and  died  Aug.  17,  1950,  in  Indi- 
ana County,  Pa.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Plum  Creek  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Plum  Creek  church  by  Bro. 
J.  H.  Wimmer.  Interment  was  in  the  Eld- 
erton  cemetery. — Mrs.  Howard  M.  Kimmel, 
Shelocta,  Pa. 

Bryant,  Lillie,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
Huffman,  was  born  at  Oswego,  Ind.,  March 
3,  1880,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1950,  in  the  Lu- 
theran hospital,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  In  1899 
she  was  married  to  Sherman  Bryant,  who 
died  in  1942.  She  is  survived  by  three 
children,  six  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Methodist  church  in  Pierceton,  of 
which  she  was  a  member,  by  Rev.  George 
Dunham.  Burial  was  in  the  Hillcrest 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Alma  E.  Hanawalt,  Pierce- 
ton, Ind. 

Burns,  John  Patrick,  son  of  Rev.  John 
Burns,  died  July  14,  1950.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
seven  daughters  and  four  sons.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Queens  Point  cemetery,  near 
Keyser,  W.  Va. — I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W. 
Va. 

Carpenter,  Hesta,  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Sarah  Bowman,  was  born  Nov.  30, 
1879,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1950.  She  was 
married  to  Arch  Carpenter  in  1896.    There 
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are  nine  children.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  church  for  forty-three 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Rock  Run  church  by  Noble  Bowman  and 
Ralph  Petry.  Burial  was  in  the  Rock  Run 
cemetery. — Ralph  Petry,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Caylor,  Ida  May,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Frances  Dickson  Rench,  was  born 
April  29,  1869,  in  Bond  County,  111.,  and 
died  at  her  home,  Aug.  26,  1950.  On  Sept. 
9,  1892,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Charles  Caylor  and  to  this  union  were  born 
eight  children.  She  is  survived  by  seven 
children,  one  sister,  nine  grandchildren 
and  eight  great-grandchildren.  Her  hus- 
band passed  away  on  Oct.  5,  1946.  She 
and  her  husband  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  May  20,  1905.  She  re- 
ceived the  anointing  service  shortly  before 
her  passing.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Pleasant  Mound  church  by  the 
writer  and  Elder  W.  T.  Heckman.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Noffsinger  cemetery. — 
D.  J.  Blickenstaff,   Oakley,   111. 

Cox,  Anna  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Anna  Rice,  was  born  at  New  Market,  Va., 
Oct.  30,  1870,  and  died  in  the  Gritman 
Memorial  hospital  in  Moscow,  Idaho,  Aug. 
14,  1950.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Walter  N.  Cox  on  Sept.  25,  1891.  She  was 
preceded  in  death  by  her  husband  on 
May  26,  1917.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  three  sons,  eleven  grandchil- 
dren and  twelve  great-grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Short  fu- 
neral home  by  the  undersigned.  Interment 
was  in  the  Moscow  cemetery. — A.  R.  Fike, 
Boise,  Idaho. 

Crist,  Charles,  son  of  Samuel  and  An- 
geline  Faust  Crist,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1866, 
and  died  Aug.  13,  1950,  at  his  home.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Windber  church  for 
many  years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Crist, 
died  July  22,  1947.  He  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  one  granddaughter,  one  great- 
granddaughter  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Meek  funeral 
home  in  Windber,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Geh- 
man,  pastor  of  the  Windber  church.  Burial 
was  in  the  Ogletown  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Wayne  Adkins,  Windber,  Pa. 

Elliot,  Addison,  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  March  30,  1868,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  a  niece  in  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,  Aug.  26,  1950.  In  1890  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Melissa  Cook,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  three  years  ago. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  more  than  sixty-five  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Toland- 
Evans  home  by  his  pastor.  Interment  was 
in  the  Holmes  cemetery  near  New  Cum- 
berland, Ohio.— A.  H.  Miller,  New  Phila- 
delphia, Ohio. 

Gladhill,  Gary  Wilson,  son  of  Wilbur  and 
Mary  Gladhill,  died  Sept.  5,  1950,  at  the 
home  of  his  parents  in  Harmony,  Md.,  at 
the  age  of  one  year.  Besides  his  parents, 
he  is  survived  by  one  sister  and  his  grand- 
parents. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Harmony  church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
C.  Basil  Grossnickle.  Burial  was  in  the 
new  cemetery  near  the  church. — S.  D. 
Lindsay,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Hauck,  Thomas  W.,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Gerhart  Hauck,  was  born  in 
Schaefferstown,  Pa.,  and  died  Aug.  22, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  daughters,  three  sisters  and 
three  brothers.  His  wife  died  ten  years 
ago.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  Elder 
J.  T.  Dick  in  the  Lititz  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  Longenecker's  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Kimmel,  Catherine  Hetrick,  was  born 
March  16,  1858,  and  died  June  5,  1950,  in 
Armstrong  County,  Pa.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Plum  Creek  church.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Robinson  funeral 
home  in  Indiana,  Pa.,  by  her  pastor,  F.  J. 
Byer.  Interment  was  in  the  Elderton  cem- 
etery.—Mrs.  Howard  M.  Kimmel,  Shelocta, 
Pa. 

Kline,  Clara  B.,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Maria  Guinup  Donaker,  was  born  in 
Hutchinson,  Kansas,  May  4,  1878,  and  died 
Aug.  30,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Esta  A. 
Kline  on  May  5,  1906.    At  the  age  of  four- 
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teen  years  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  near  North  Manchester. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and  three 
children.  For  many  years  she  had  been  a- 
faithful  member  of  the  Wabash  City 
church,  from  which  place  the  funeral  was 
held  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  cemetery  at  West  Man- 
chester.— W.   C.   Stinebaugh,   Wabash,   Ind. 

Kline,  Ira  C,  son  of  Elder  John  H.  and 
Katie  Hoover  Kline,  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1891,  at  Broadway,  Va.,  and  died  July  19, 
1950,  in  King's  Daughters  hospital.  He 
was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  served  as  a  deacon, 
song  leader  and  Sunday-school  teacher. 
On  April  5,  1915,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Lena  Houff.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  two  sons,  two  grandchildren 
four  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Lebanon  church 
by  Brethren  Merlin  Garber,  Delbert  Han- 
lin  and  Boyd  Cupp.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Boyd  Cupp, 
Staunton,  Va. 

Long,  Elizabeth  B.,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Susan  Baum  Singer  and  widow  of 
Aaron  Long,  died  Aug.  26,  1950,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  daughters,  one  son,  nine 
grandchildren  and  two  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Beck  funeral 
home  by  Elder  J.  T.  Dick.  Interment  was 
in  Longenecker's  cemetery. — Mrs.  Louis 
Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Loxley.  Ethel,  daughter  of  Jerry  and 
Angeline  Bookwalter  Hollinger,  was  born 
Aug.  20,  1885,  near  Versailles,  Ohio,  and 
died  Aug.  8,  1950.  She  attended  Mt.  Mor- 
ris College.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Isaiah  R.  Loxley  on  March  31,  1907,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  four  children. 
When  quite  young,  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Harris 
Creek  congregation  near  Bradford,  Ohio. 
She  later  transferred  her  membership  to 
the  Painter  Creek  church.  She  served  as 
a  Sunday-school  teacher.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  three  sons,  one  daughter, 
eight  grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  John  Eikenberry 
of  Bradford,  at  the  Painter  Creek  church. 
Burial  was  in  the  Newcomer  cemetery 
near  by. — Byron   Miller,    Greenville,   Ohio. 

Marshall,  Annie  May,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Md.,  and  died  Sept.  3, 
1950,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Mar- 
tinsburg,  W.  Va.  She  was  married  to  Jo- 
sephus  Marshall,  who  preceded  her  in 
death  three  years  ago.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Martinsburg.  She  is  survived  by  three 
daughters,  four  sons,  twenty-one  grand- 
children, seven  great-grandchildren  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Martinsburg  church  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  Wilmer  R.  Kensinger.  Interment  was 
in  the  Rosedale  cemetery  at  Martinsburg, 
W.  Va. — Mrs.  Mary  Honsaker,  Inwood,  W. 
Va. 

McCarty,  Laura,  daughter  of  William  and 
Emily  Gibson,  was  born  in  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Roanoke, 
Va.,  Aug.  16,  1950,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, W.  M.  McCarty,  three  daughters  and 
four  sons.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Hollins  Road  church  by  Rev.  Newton 
Peters  and  Rev.  J.  E.  Patterson. — Mrs.'  F. 
O.  Hedge,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Niedentohl,  Clyde  F.,  son  of  Henry  and 
Emma  Piper  Niedentohl,  was  born  in 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Waynesboro,  Aug.  5,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  Several  years  ago  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  was  married  to  Addie  Reed.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  six  sons,  two  daugh- 
ters, four  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Grove 
funeral  home  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  George  L. 
Detweiler.  Interment  was  in  the  Green 
Hill  cemetery. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

Prowanl,  John  Jefferson,  son  of  William 
and  Helena  Prowant,  was  born  Dec.  9, 
1859,  north  of  Milledgeville,  111.,  and  died 
at  his  home  east  of  Chadwick,  111.,  May  1, 
1950.  On  Feb.  18,  1885,  he  was  united  in 
marriage   to  Flora  Bowen,  who  preceded 


him  in  death  in  1937.  To  this  union  were 
born  twelve  children.  He  is  survived  by 
seven  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty-eight 
grandchildren  and  twenty-nine  great- 
grandchildren. He  was  a  long-time  mem- 
ber of  the  Milledgeville  church,  being  at 
the  time  of  his  death  the  oldest  member  of 
the  church.— Melvin  Ritchey,  Milledge- 
ville, m. 

Paul,  Mae  H.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Amanda  Ulrich  Hoover,  was  born  May  1, 
1898,  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
in  the  Huntington  hospital,  Aug.  28,  1950. 
She  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Loon  Creek  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mark  G.  Paul  on  May  1,  1921.  Brother 
and  Sister  Paul  were  installed  into  the 
office  of  deacon  on  March  19,  1950.  She 
also  served  her  church  as  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  member  of  the  ladies'  guild. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son, 
one  daughter,  her  father  and  two  broth- 
ers. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Loon  Creek  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Garland  B.  Borden.  Burial  was  in  the 
cemetery  at  Lancaster. — Mrs.  Garland  B. 
Borden,    Huntington,    Ind. 

Rennecker,  Susan  Domer,  daughter  of 
Seth  and  Frances  Domer,  was  born  Feb. 
1,  1864,  near  Baltic,  Ohio,  and  died  in  the 
Lodi,  Ohio,  hospital  Aug.  29,  1950.  On 
March  30,  1893,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Thomas  V.  Rennecker,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  one  son  and  four 
daughters.  She  is  survived  by  five 
children,  one  stepson,  one  stepdaughter, 
twenty  grandchildren,  fifteen  great-grand- 
children and  three  brothers.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  in  January  1930. 
She  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  a  member 
of  the  Chippewa  congregation  since  1904. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Chippe- 
wa church  by  the  pastor,  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Edward  Shepfer.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  East  Chippewa  cemetery. 
— David  R.  Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Smith,  Carl  O.,  died  Aug.  30,  1950.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife  and  three  daugh- 
ters. He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  where  he  served  as  a  teach- 
er in  the  church  school  at  times. — I.  S. 
Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Smith,  Erne  B.,  daughter  of  Thomas  J. 
and  Mary  Robinson  Turner,  was  born  Feb. 
6,  1873,  and  died  May  22,  1950,  in  the 
King's  Daughters  hospital.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
Smith  was  twice  married,  first  to  John 
W.  Cook  and  later  to  Isaac  Smith,  both  of 
whom  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  four  stepchildren  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Ham- 
rick  funeral  home  in  Staunton,  Va.,  by 
Bro.  Boyd  E.  Cupp.  Burial  was  in  the 
Thornrose  cemetery. — Mrs.  Boyd  Cupp, 
Staunton,  Va. 

Snader,  Aaron  A.,  son  of  John  P.  and 
Lizzie  W.  Hummer  Snader,  died  Aug.  10, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Edna  S.  Snader,  four 
daughters,  seven  grandchildren,  four 
brothers  and  three  sisters.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Akron  church  for  thirty- 
three  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  the  home  ministers. — George  B.  Wolf, 
Akron,  Pa. 

Spradlin,  Sarah  Angeline,  daughter  of 
Elijah  Woody,  was  born  in  Green  County, 
Mo.,  June  21,  1861,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1950. 
In  1879  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
William  Spradlin,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  She  is 
survived  by  seven  children,  one  brother, 
one  sister  and  several  grandchildren.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  a  revival  meeting  held  by  C.  P.  Ro- 
land of  Lanark,  111.,  in  1905.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  undersigned. — P.  L. 
Fike,  West  Plains,  Mo. 

Switzer,  Lelia  Harshberger,  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1885,  and  died  Aug.  11,  1950.  She 
was  married  to  J.  W.  Switzer  in  1910,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  three  sons.  One 
son  preceded  her  in  death.  Her  husband 
died  in  1934.  Early  in  her  married  life 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two 
grandchildren,  her  stepmother,  one  half 
sister   and  three  brothers.    Funeral   serv- 


ices  were  held  in  the  Lebanon  church  by 
Brethren  Boyd  Cupp  and  Delbert  Hanlin. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Boyd  Cupp,  Staunton,  Va. 


Church  News 


California 

Empire. — Our  church  sponsored  a  daily 
vacation  Bible  school.  More  than  ninety 
dollars  were  collected  during  the  school  to 
help  purchase  Bibles  to  send  to  Japan. 
Our  annual  election  of  officers  was  held 
on  July  20.  Bro.  F.  E.  Miller  was  retained 
as  elder.  Several  of  our  young  adults 
attended  camp  at  Peaceful  Pines  this  sum- 
mer. Several  intermediates  and  young  peo- 
ple attended  camp  also.  Bro.  Paul  K. 
Brandt,  our  pastor,  represented  us  at  An- 
nual Conference.  Upon  his  return  he  gave 
a  very  inspirational  and  comprehensive  re- 
port of  the  Conference.  Nine  members  of 
the  New  Tribe  Mission  located  near  Chico 
spent  a  week  end  with  us,  visiting  in  the 
homes  of  the  community.  One  of  our  young 
men,  Calvin  Tooker,  who  spent  last  school 
year  in  Brethren  volunteer  service  as  a 
teacher   in   the   Prentiss   Institute   for   Ne- 


groes at  Prentiss,  Miss.,  was  home  awhile 
this  summer  and  spoke  to  the  church  and 
showed  colored  slides  of  his  work  there.  He 
plans  to  teach  there  again  this  year  for  a 
small  remuneration.  Jaries  Assad,  an  Arab 
and  native  Galilean,  spoke  to  us  recently. 
He  and  his  family  were  driven  out  of  their 
home  in  Jerusalem  to  Beirut,  Lebanon. 
He  is  in  Empire  as  a  guest  of  our  local 
physician  and  his  wife,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dinsmore.  Mrs.  James  Worthington  has 
organized  a  junior  choir,  which  sings  oc- 
casionally at  the  evening  services.  Bro. 
Donald  Wirth,  who  received  a  degree  in 
religion  upon  graduation  from  La  Verne 
College,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by 
Elders  F.  E.  Miller  and  Paul  K.  Brandt. 
He  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Laton 
congregation  and  started  his  work  there 
on  Sept.  1. — Anna  Kathryn  Heisel,  Empire, 
Calif. 

Lindsay. — An  extension  class  for  pre- 
school children  is  held  in  the  church  base- 
ment during  the  worship  hour  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Our  women's  group  was  host 
to  the  district  officers  visitation  team.  Our 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  with  an 
enrollment  of  135.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  E. 
Brubaker  was  the  superintendent.  An  ed- 
ucational building  is  now  in  the  process  of 
erection.     More    housing    for    our    Sunday 


Missionary  Stories 

to  read  or  to  tell 


Workers  with  children  are  constantly  in  need 
of  new  missionary  stories  to  use  in  Sunday 
school,  Sunday  evening  meetings,  or  vacation 
church  school.  Pastors  can  make  constant  use 
of  such  stories.  And  every  Christian  home 
should  have  them  available  to  read  to  the  chil- 
dren or  for  the  children  to  read.  These  four 
new  books  of  missionary  stories  by  Basil  Miller 
will  supply  excellent  stories  to  read  or  to  tell. 

TWENTY  MISSIONARY  STORIES  FROM 
AROUND  THE  WORLD.   $1.25 

TWENTY-FOUR  MISSIONARY  STORIES 
FROM  CHINA.   $1.25 

TWENTY-TWO   MISSIONARY  STORIES 
FROM  JAPAN.   $1.25 

NINETEEN  MISSIONARY  STORIES 
FROM  THE  MIDDLE  EAST.  $1.50 

Broaden  your  own  horizons — enlarge  your  chil- 
dren's world  and  their  sympathies — stimulate 
interest  in  the  missionary  endeavor — undergird 
the  expansion  program  of  the  church. 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 


school  is  badly  needed;  so  the  building  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  use  by  Oct.  1. 
The  work  is  being  donated  by  the  mem- 
bership. The  ladies  met  at  the  church 
and  canned  140  quarts  of  peaches  for  La 
Verne  College.  Thirty  of  our  members 
registered  at  our  church  family  camp  in 
the  Greenhorn  Mountains.  A  German  stu- 
dent is  making  her  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ernest  Stoltenberg. — Mrs.  H.  M. 
Stutzman,   Lindsay,   Calif. 

Illinois 
Milledgeville. — The  Good  Cheer  circle 
presented  the  play,  The  House  on  the 
Sand,  at  our  church  and  at  several  neigh- 
boring churches.  The  film,  Kenji  Comes 
Home,  was  shown  at  the  church.  Six  ba- 
bies were  dedicated  at  an  impressive  serv- 
ice by  the  pastor.  Our  church  joined  with 
the  other  churches  of  the  town  in  a  vaca- 
tion church  school.  Several  members  at- 
tended Annual  Conference  and  Pastor 
Melvin  Ritchey  served  as  our  delegate. 
Four  persons  attended  the  Camp  Mack 
training  school.  The  church  was  well  rep- 
resented at  the  district  all-church  picnic 
at  Camp  Emmaus.  Juniors  and  interme- 
diates attended  their  respective  camps. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchey  were  among  the 
counselors.  Our  elder,  Wayne  Crist,  pre- 
sided at  our  council  meeting  recently, 
when  church  officers  were  elected.  Our 
ladies'  aid  is  busy  making  comforters  for 
relief,  quilting  and  canning.  The  men  made 
some  improvements  at  the  church  by  in- 
stalling a  water  system,  modernizing  the 
kitchen,  improving  the  heating  plant  and 
painting  the  church. — Mrs.  A.  S.  Kreider, 
Milledgeville,  111. 

Indiana 

Cedar  Creek. — Four  persons  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  since 
our  last  report.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Glen 
Mulligan,  and  his  family  moved  from 
Huntington,  Ind.,  into  the  parsonage  this 
summer.  Jesse  Ober  directed  a  fine  va- 
cation Bible  school  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  seventy  and  an  offering  of 
seventy  dollars  for  African  missions.  Our 
attendance  at  Sunday  school  has  increased 
by  eleven  members  over  the  same  period 
last  year.  Bro.  Arlo  Gump  was  elected 
elder  of  our  church  at  our  last  business 
meeting.  The  men  have  seven  acres  of 
corn  for  their  Lord's  acre  project.  They 
are  also  painting  the  church.  Bro.  Arthur 
Morris  was  the  speaker  at  our  harvest 
meeting  on  Sept.  10.  Bro.  Clyde  Mulligan 
will  conduct  revival  meetings  here  Oct. 
16-29  with  our  communion  services  at  the 
close. — Leah  Hogue,  Laotto,  Ind. 

Center. — The  ladies'  aid  met  on  Sept.  6 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Clara  Meeker.  The 
day  was  spent  sewing  infants'  garments 
to  be  sent  to  Belgium.  On  the  evening  of 
Sept.  7  we  met  in  the  church  for  our  reg- 
ular quarterly  council  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
John  Stump,  presiding.  Officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  John 
Stump  was  re-elected  elder  and  Sister 
Clara  Meeker  as  Messenger  agent. — Clara 
Meeker,  Walkerton,  Ind. 

Clear  Creek. — On  Sept.  6  we  met  for 
council  with  Bro.  J.  A.  Snell  as  moderator. 
We  elected  our  Sunday-school  and  church 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Snell 
was  re-elected  as  elder  for  another  year. 
We  will  again  have  a  100%  Gospel  Mes- 
senger club.  We  decided  to  go  to  the 
Mexico  Welfare  Home  to  present  a  pro- 
gram in  sermon  and  song  to  the  elderly 
people  in  the  near  future.  Our  communion 
will  be  held  on  Oct.  1.  We  will  have  a 
series  of  meetings  Nov.  19-26  with  Bro. 
Garland  Borden  as  the  evangelist.  We  will 
have  special  numbers  in  song.  Since  our 
last  report,  we  elected  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Reichley  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshel  Miller 
to  the  office  of  deacon. — Mrs.  Effie  B.  Lin- 
inger,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Howard. — Our  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  on  Sept.  7  with  our  elder,  Thomas 
Shively,  presiding.  We  reorganized  our 
Sunday  school  for  the  coming  year  and 
made  plans  for  our  coming  revival,  Oct. 
2-8.    After  remodeling  our  church,  we  held 
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a  home-coming,  which  was  well  attended 
by  many  former  members  and  friends.  Our 
speakers  were  Bro.  David  Earl  Ockerman 
of  North  Manchester  and  Thomas  E. 
Shively.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  making  cloth- 
ing to  be  given  to  the  needy  at  Christmas- 
time and  planning  a  tea  to  be  held  in 
October  for  some  of  our  neighboring 
churches. — Mrs.  Lillie  Bailey,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

La  Porte. — The  church  met  in  council  on 
Aug.  9,  with  Elder  Kenneth  Murphy  in 
charge.  Several  letters  were  granted  to 
members  moving  to  other  places.  Church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Two  brothers  and  their 
wives  have  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon  and  will  be  installed  on  Oct.  8. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were 
Sister  Agnes  Merchant  and  Sister  Grace 
Rensberger.  Our  evangelistic  meetings  will 
begin  on  Oct.  8  with  Sister  Goldie  Killion 
of  Peru,  Ind.,  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Tom 
Tomlonson,  La  Porte,  Ind. 

Liberty  Mills. — Since  our  last  report, 
eight  persons  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  three  by  letter 
and  four  letters  were  granted.  Our  vaca- 
tion Bible  school,  in  co-operation  with  the 
E.U.B.  church  here,  was  held  with  the 
largest  enrollment  we  have  ever  had.  Our 
harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  was 
held  on  Sept.  10,  with  Bro.  Leonard  Cus- 
ter as  the  guest  speaker  in  the  afternoon. 
At  our  recent  council  meeting  Bro.  Custer 
was  selected  to  serve  as  our  elder  for 
another  year.  Our  evangelistic  services 
will  be  held  the  latter  part  of  November 
with  Bro.  Edwin  Petry  as  the  evangelist. 
Our  fall  communion  will  be  held  imme- 
diately following  the  meetings.  Three 
members  have  been  called  by  death  since 
our  last  report,  one  of  whom  was  our 
former  elder,  Bro.  E.  H.  Gilbert. — Mrs. 
Lizzie  Heeter,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Rock  Run. — Our  vacation  Bible  school 
met  for  a  half  day  every  two  weeks 
throughout  the  summer.  A  suggested  plan 
of  study  was  worked  out  by  the  local 
board  of  Christian  education  and  given  to 
the  parents  for  home  study  with  the  chil- 
dren. Four  of  our  young  men  are  at- 
tending Manchester  College.  Sister  Nettie 
Weybright  attended  the  World  Conven- 
tion of  Christian  Education  at  Toronto.  We 
were  represented  at  our  district  conference 
by  Brother  and  Sister  O.  W.  Stine.  The 
summer  was  spent  in  preparing  for  the 
centennial  observance  of  the  church.  A 
historical  pageant,  written  by  Sister  Clar- 
ence Cripe  and  directed  by  Mary  McDow- 
ell, was  presented  on  Sept.  2.  Bro. 
Kenneth  Morse,  editor  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, delivered  the  centennial  sermon  on 
Sept.  3.  The  historical  cpmmittee  prepared 
a  book  on  the  history  of  our  congregation 
and  Merle  Whitehead,  a  local  historian, 
furnished  much  of  the  information.  Bro. 
Len  Berkey,  who  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  founder  of  the  church,  and  his  wife 
came  from  California  to  attend  the  cen- 
tennial. Bro.  Robert  Sherfy  of  New  Car- 
lisle, Ohio,  will  have  charge  of  our 
evangelistic  services  Sept.  11-17. — Mrs.  R. 
C.  Bates,   Millersburg,   Ind. 

Syracuse. — At  our  council  two  of  our 
young  ministers,  Brethren  Roy  Stiffler  and 
Lavon  Symensma  were  ordained  to  the 
ministry  and  Sister  Ethel  Denton  was 
licensed.  Bro.  Roy  Stiffler  represented  the 
church  at  Annual  Conference  and  gave  an 
interesting  report  to  those  who  were  un- 
able to  attend  the  meeting.  Sister  Denton 
and  Bro.  Lavon  Symensma  were  our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  at  Camp 
Mack.  Our  young  people  are  working  hard 
on  their  Lord's  acre,  which  was  sown  in 
cucumbers.  Three  of  our  young  people 
will  be  gone  this  winter,  one  to  study  at 


Bethany,  one  at  the  Ft.  Wayne  School  of 
Nursing  and  one  at  Manchester  College. 
The  ladies'  aid  meets  nearly  every  week 
and  has  been  quilting  and  sewing  for  re- 
lief. Our  church  helped  with  the  commu- 
nity vacation  Bible  school  and  continues 
to  co-operate  with  the  other  churches  in 
town  in  promoting  the  union  services 
which  are  held  once  a  month  in  the 
various  churches.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  our  revival  meetings  which  will  be  held 
in  September  with  Bro.  Lon  Karns  of 
Ohio  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Leonard 
Barnhart,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Walnut. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  were 
held  with  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  of  New  Paris 
bringing  the  messages.  Two  persons  were 
baptized.  Several  juniors  and  young  peo- 
ple attended  camp  this  summer.  A  Ger- 
man girl  is  spending  the  winter  in  one  of 
our  homes  in  the  community.  A  reception 
was  held  for  Bro.  Petcher  and  his  family 
on  July  18.  They  moved  here  from  Rice 
Lake,  Wis.  Several  persons  attended  the 
district  conference  at  Camp  Mack.  The 
young  people  held  a  sectional  workshop  at 
our  church  on  Aug.  20,  with  Bill  Gordon 
bringing  the  evening  message.  He  is  pres- 
ident of  the  district  young  people.  The 
women's  work  organization  has  been  sew- 
ing for  relief  and  quilting.  We  also 
painted,  papered  and  sanded  floors  at  the 
parsonage.  We  gave  clothing  and  bedding 
for  the  T.B.  hospital  in  Austria  and  food 
to  the  boys'  home  in  Kaltenstein,  Germany. 
— Mrs.  Ray  Burroughs,  Argos,  Ind. 

Iowa 
English  River. — Brother  and  Sister  Rufus 
Bowman  and  their  two  children  spent  July 
2  with  us  in  an  all-day  meeting.  The  men 
and  boys  enjoyed  a  weiner  roast  on  July 
20.  Eight  of  our  members  attended  An- 
nual Conference.  On  Aug.  9  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  assembled  to  break 
the  ground  for  the  new  church  building. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  lifted 
the  first  spadeful  and  a  short  service 
was  held.  Immediately  men  and  boys  with 
tractors  and  shovels  began  work.  The 
women  have  organized  also  and  serve  din- 
ner daily  to  all  who  are  working.  All 
work  and  meals  are  being  donated  and 
wonderful  co-operation  is  manifested.  One 
of  our  girls,  Rowan  Keim,  has  spent  the 
summer  with  a  Brethren  Service  unit  at  a 
mental  hospital  in  Fulton,  Mo.  At  our 
recent  council  Bro.  J.  D.  Brower  was  re- 
elected elder  for  one  year.  We  have 
changed  our  fiscal  year  to  begin  Oct.  1 
instead  of  March  1.  All  Sunday-school  of- 
ficers were  elected.    We  decided  to  place 


30 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Brethren   parents! 

Have  you  given  this  book  to 
your  children? 


It  was  written  for  them. 
Price.  $1.25 

Brethren  Publishing  House 
Elgin,  Illinois 


our  order  for  the  new  hymnal.  Five  jun- 
iors, thirteen  intermediates  and  five  young 
people  attended  camp  at  Pine  Lake.  We 
are  sending  three  delegates  to  our  district 
conference. — Ollie  Coffman,  South  English, 
Iowa. 

Kentucky 
Flat  Creek. — Six  Bible  schools  have  been 
held  with  large  enrollment.  Approxi- 
mately half  of  those  enrolled  had  perfect 
attendance.  Preaching  services  have  been 
resumed  at  Sugar  Creek.  We  regret  that 
road  conditions  prohibit  year-round  serv- 
ices there  but  we  are  happy  for  services  in 
the  summer  at  least.  Regular  services  con- 
tinue to  be  held  at  Little  Creek  and 
Elisha's  Creek.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  F.  C. 
Rohrer,  was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Con- 
ference. His  wife  and  others  from  here 
also  attended.  The  kitchen  in  the  Flat 
Creek  church  has  been  completed  and  is 
being  used  in  many  ways.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  July  2  with  a  good  attendance. 
The  young  people's  class  at  Flat  Creek  has 
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This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tions of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  468.  Wanted:  Brethren  lady  to  share 
home  and  be  companion  to  Brethren  semi- 
invalid  lady,  to  do  light  housework  with 
no  laundry.  Near  Brethren  church.  Write: 
Mrs.  Mary  Yost,  R.  2,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

No.  469.  For  sale:  60-acre  improved 
farm,  good  soil  and  buildings.  Electricity 
and  water.  Eight-room  house.  Crop  and 
equipment  included  for  immediate  pos- 
session. On  school  bus  and  mail  route. 
One  mile  from  town,  one-hour  drive  to 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Frank  K.  Allen, 
Big  Lake,  Minn. 

No.  470.  For  sale:  104  acres  to  settle  es- 
tate. Barn  with  electric  milker  installed, 
will  sell  livestock  and  feed  with  farm. 
Modern  machinery.  Eight-room  house,  en- 
closed porches,  basement,  bath.  Electricity, 
new  fences,  large  well-shaded  lawn.  Lo- 
cated on  gravel  road,  2  miles  to  hard  sur- 
face road,  short  drive  to  town  and  to 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Mrs.  F.  A.  Jones, 
R.  3.  Floyd,  Va. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help 
care  for"  aged  man,  other  duties  about  the 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One-half 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con- 
veniences, board,  room  and  laundry  fur- 
nished. Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs. 
Emma  K.  Stryker,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

No.  472.  Wanted.  Caretaker  for  the 
First  church,  Chicago,  HI.  If  interested 
write:  David  Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren, 
Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  473.  For  sale:  Two  lots,  nine-room 
house  arranged  for  two  families.  Double 
garage  with  upstairs  workshop,  chicken 
house,  garden  with  strawberries  and  rasp- 
berries. Close  to  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
school  and  two  miles  from  Manchester 
College.  Write:  Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael,  Lib- 
erty Mills,  Ind. 

No.  474.  For  rent:  Rooms  and  apart- 
ments, y2  block  from  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, one-  to  three-room  apartments  with 
housekeeping  facilities,  also  sleeping 
rooms.  We  cater  to  middle  aged  and  eld- 
erly people.  Three  blocks  from  downtown 
circle.  Write  for  reservations  at  season 
rates.  Bowers  Apartments,  314  S.  Pine  St., 
Sebring,  Fla.  , 

No.  475.  Wanted:  High  school  boy  to 
help  with  chores  on  farm  and  attend 
school  this  winter,  also  to  help  next  sum- 
mer on  farm,  located  near  Greenville, 
Ohio.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  476.  Wanted:  Kitchen  help  for 
Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  immediately.  Write:  Brethren  Old 
Folks'  Home,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 
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organized  and  meets  in  the  new  room  each 
Sunday  morning.  Brother  and  Sister  Allen 
Weldy  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  spent  thirteen 
days  with  us  doing  some  much  needed 
painting  and  repair  work.  We  miss  Sister 
Bernice  Wilson,  who  has  finished  her  year 
in  Brethren  volunteer  service  and  returned 
to  her  home  at  Fairchance,  Pa.  Sister  Iva 
Frantz's  health  has  improved  sufficiently 
to  allow  her  to  return  to  us  as  a  worker 
for  Brethren  volunteer  service  after  two 
years'  absence.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  was  held  June  30.  Both  afternoon 
and  evening  services  were  held  in  the  two 
weeks'  revival  at  Mud  Lick.  The  parson- 
age could  hardly  hold  half  of  the  crowd 
at  night.  This  makes  us  realize  more 
clearly  how  badly  we  need  a  church  at 
this  place  and  how  small  our  building  fund 
is.  Bro.  Walter  Garrison,  a  deacon,  assisted 
our  pastor  throughout  the  meetings.  Breth- 
ren Monroe  and  Harlan  Sizemore  also 
helped.  As  a  result  of  the  meetings,  three 
persons  were  baptized.  One  week  of  re- 
vival services  were  held  at  Spring  Creek. 
The  singing  class  at  Mud  Lick  entertained 
the  Flat  Creek  singing  class  in  a  social 
evening  early  this  summer.  Several  from 
Mud  Lick  attended  singing  class  at  Flat 
Creek  on  the  evening  Brother  and  Sister 
Dean  Rohrer  showed  their  pictures  of 
Puerto  Rico. — Mareta  Shrider,  Plank,  Ky. 

Maryland 

Broadfording. — Our  elder,  David  Petre, 
was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. 
He  gave  us  a  report  of  the  Conference  on 
July  2  at  the  morning  service.  We  were 
happy  to  have  Bro.  Earl  Mitchell,  our  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  with  us  at  the  morning 
service  on  July  23.  Bro.  Francis  Litton 
has  been  preaching  for  us  at  different 
times  and  Bro.  Samuel  Parmer  preaches 
sometimes.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  July  24 — Aug.  4,  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  170  and  an  average  attendance  of 
more  than  100.  The  closing  program  was 
presented  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  4.  One 
of  our  members,  Bro.  Marvin  Hollinger, 
was  married  in  our  church  recently  by 
Bro.  David  Petre,  and  his  wife  was  bap- 
tized into  the  church.  Our  attendance  has 
been  good  this  summer.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  23  with  Elder 
David  Petre  presiding.  We  decided  to  im- 
prove our  kitchen.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  our  series  of  meetings  which  will 
be  held  this  fall.  We  held  our  harvest 
meeting  recently.  Our  love  feast  will  not 
be  held  until  November. — Harry  C  Myers, 
Maugansville,  Md. 

Pennsylvania 
Spring    Mount. — Since    our    last    report, 
Orval   Kaufman   and   Harold   Brown   were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  and  were 
later  installed  with  their  wives   and  Mrs. 
Raymond    Nearhoof    by    Brethren    M.    J. 
Weaver  and  H.  Paul  Cox.    The  church  is 
in  the  process  of  being  incorporated.    The 
children's   day   service   was   held   the    last 
Sunday  in  June  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.    Stuart    Chronister    and    Mrs.    Orval 
Kaufman.    Three  of  our  intermediate  girls 
attended   Camp   Harmony   and   one   of  the 
young  people  was  at  state  camp.    At   the 
July  council  a  number  of  items  of  busi- 
ness  were   taken   care    of,    church   officers 
were  elected  and  a  finance  board  was  set 
up.    Bro.  H.  Paul  Cox  was  re-elected  elder 
for    another    year.     William    Anderson    of 
the  Tyrone  church,  who  attended  Annual 
Conference,   gave   us   a   good   report   from 
the  Conference.    Our  pastor,  Bro.  Maurice 
Strausbaugh,    resigned    to    enter    Bethany 
Seminary.   A  farewell  supper  was  held  for 
them  at  the  home  of  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Ray- 
mond   Nearhoof,    at    which    time    a    purse 
was  presented  to  the  Strausbaughs.    They 
had  been  with  the   Spring  Mount   church 
for   more   than  two   years.     Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected  on  Aug.  27.   Our  Bible 
study  on  Tuesday  evenings  has  been  very 
interesting  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
a  special  study  in  Revelation  with  the  use 
of  a  chart.    Bro.  Chester  Baird  of  Altoona 
preached  for  us  on  Sept.  3  in  the  absence 
of  a  pastor.   Several  different  ministers  will 
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occupy  the  pulpit  in  the  following  weeks 
until  a  pastor  is  obtained.  Our  communion 
will  be  held  Oct.  22  with  the  possibility  of 
meetings  a  few  nights  preceding  it. — Mrs. 
H.  Paul  Cox,  Tyrone.  Pa. 

Waynesboro. — Beginning  July  5  we  had 
an  interesting  vacation  Bible  school.  Bro. 
McKinley  Coffman  was  our  guest  speaker 
on  June  18,  while  our  pastor  and  his  wife 
were  attending  Annual  Conference.  On 
July  21  we  were  happy  to  have  with  us 
Bro.  Premchand  G.  Bhagat  of  India.  On 
the  evening  of  June  25  Bro.  Earl  Snader, 
Jr.,  of  Panora,  Iowa,  was  our  guest  speak- 
er. During  July  and  August  community 
vesper  services  were  held  on  our  church 
lawn.  At  a  congregational  business  meet- 
ing on  Aug.  16  Donald  Shank  was  licensed 
to  preach.  He  plans  to  enter  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary  in  November.  On  Aug.  20 
a  dedicatory  service  was  held  for  the  re- 
cently installed  voice  re-enforcement  and 
hearing  aid  system  in  our  church.  This 
was  a  gift  to  the  church  from  our  trustees 
and  their  wives.  On  Aug.  26  our  pastor, 
Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler,  and  his  wife 
sailed  from  New  York  on  a  three  months' 
trip  to  Europe  and  Palestine.  A  month  of 
this  time  will  be  spent  in  a  parish  in 
Kassel,  Germany,  as  the  first  exchange 
pastor  of  the  church  of  America  to  Eu- 
rope. During  the  absence  of  the  Detweil- 
ers,  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman  of  Timberville, 
Va.,  is  serving  as  temporary  pastor. — Sudie 
M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
Puerto  Rico 

Castafier. — Aug.  13  was  the  last  Sunday 
all  five  of  our  Puerto  Rican  members  were 
together  with  us  here  in  Castafier.  Two 
have  gone  to  the  States,  one  to  finish  high 
school  and  the  other  to  attend  McPherson 
College.  The  other  three  members  are  re- 
maining with  us.  We  have  an  adult  Bible 
class  on  Sunday  mornings.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  about  twelve,  which 
is  made  up  mostly  of  Puerto  Rican  young 
people.  We  now  hold  our  Wednesday 
prayer  meeting  in  the  same  building  in 
which  we  have  church.  It  is  in  a  more 
central  spot  in  the  community  and  it 
seems  as  though  more  Puerto  Ricans  at- 
tend. We  had  been  waiting  to  make  this 
change  for  more  than  a  year  owing  to  the 
delay  in  the  installation  of  electricity  in 
this  building.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elgin  S.  Moyer 
of  Oak  Park,  111.,  visited  us  for  a  short 
time  and  had  charge  of  our  Sunday-school 
and  church  services  on  the  evening  of 
Aug.  20.  During  the  Sunday-school  hour 
Mrs.  Moyer  told  us  of  their  work  in  Chi- 
cago with  the  Chinese  and  Mr.  Moyer  led 
the  devotions  and  gave  us  an  inspirational 
sermon  for  our  church  service.  Our  church 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  30  and 
new  church  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming    year.     Violet    Harris    was    elected 
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Messenger   correspondent. — Elsie   Hoffman, 
Castafier,  Puerto  Rico. 

Virginia 

Mill  Creek. — Our  church  met  in  its  Au- 
gust council  on  Aug.  26,  with  our  elder 
Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter,  presiding.  At  this 
council  we  decided  to  hold  four  councils 
yearly  instead  of  two  as  formerly.  Our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter,  will  be 
installed  on  Sept.  10.  We  have  changed 
the  date  of  our  fall  communion  service 
from  the  fourth  Sunday  of  October  to  the 
first  Sunday  to  coincide  with  World  Com- 
munion Sunday.  We  had  a  successful  Bible 
school  in  July  with  over  150  in  attendance. 
A  license  was  granted  to  Bro.  Harry  Lee 
Simmers,  who  will  enter  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege this  fall  to  prepare  for  the  ministry. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival 
meeting  to  be  held  the  last  week  of  Sep- 
tember with  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  as  the 
evangelist. — Mrs.  Otis  Bowman,  Port  Re- 
public, Va. 

West  Virginia 

Wiley    Ford. — Our    daily    vacation    Bible 


school  was  held  with  an  average  atten- 
dance of  ninety-nine.  An  offering  of  $26.50 
was  received  and  was  given  to  the  par- 
sonage fund.  The  parsonage  has  been  fin- 
ished and  is  now  being  used  by  our  pastor 
and  his  family.  It  will  be  dedicated  on 
Sept.  10  and  the  dedicatory  address  will  be 
delivered  by  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre.  Bro. 
Beckman  served  as  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference.  He  also  served  as  dele- 
gate for  the  regional  conference  which 
was  held  at  Roanoke,  Va.  Several  of  our 
young  people  recently  attended  Camp  Gal- 
ilee and  the  round  table  at  Old  Furnace.  A 
dedication  service  for  three  babies  was 
held  on  July  30.  The  women's  work  gave 
$300  to  the  parsonage  fund.  The  women's 
work  was  represented  at  the  workshop 
held  at  Bridgewater  and  at  the  district 
rally. — Bernice  Blewitt,  Wiley  Ford,  W. 
Va. 

Wisconsin 

Stanley. — Our  church  is  growing  in  in- 
terest and  attendance  and  Pastor  Dale 
Kesler  is  giving  us  some  fine  sermons.  On 
July  30  we  had  a  musical  program  by  a 
male  quartet  and  ladies'  trio.  On  Aug.  6, 
due  to  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  the  pul- 
pit was  filled  in  the  morning  by  John 
Reppe,  a  student  pastor  from  one  of  the 
local  churches.  Brother  and  Sister  O.  E 
Stern  have  purchased  a  farm  near  Stanley 
and  are  now  living  on  it  and  working  with 
us.  Our  Sunday-school  and  church  serv- 
ices are  growing  in  attendance.  On  Aug. 
28  we  held  our  regular  quarterly  council 
meeting  and  elected  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro, 
Walter  Miller  was  re-elected  as  pastor. 
Sister  Dale  Kesler  will  serve  as  our  dele 
gate  to  district  meeting.  The  Sunday  school 
was  reorganized. — Mrs.  Nora  Winkler, 
Stanley,  Wis. 

Worden. — Our  council  met  on  Aug.  29, 
with  our  elder  and  pastor,  Bro.  Walter 
Miller,  in  charge.  We  voted  to  retain  Bro. 
Miller  as  our  pastor  and  elder  for  another 
year.  The  ladies'  aid  has  redecorated  the 
interior  of  our  church  by  putting  new 
paper  on  the  wall,  new  shades  on  the 
windows  and  rubber  matting  down  the 
center  aisle.  The  men  have  been  busy 
fixing  fence  and  doing  carpenter  work. 
The  Maple  Grove  and  Worden  Bible 
school  was  held  at  Maple  Grove  in  June 
with  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-five. — 
Mrs.  Joe  Henderson,  Stanley,  Wis. 
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To  welcome  new  babies 

in  the  parish,  the  minister  may  leave  this  little  gift 
booklet  with  the  parents. 

1  Compiled  by  Edward  and  Ilda 
Ziegler,  this  booklet  contains  a 
message  of  welcome  to  the  new 
baby,  a  prayer  in  the  baby's 
behalf,  pictures,  and  appropriate 
poems. 

The  cover  has  a  full-color  picture 
of  the  Sistine  Madonna  (detail) . 
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By  Day 

and 


By  Night 


H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


BY  DAY  and  by  night  the  lighthouse  holds  high  a  beacon  light  to  flash  a  warning 
and  to  give  direction.  Built  to  withstand  the  storms  that  lash  it,  raised  to  mark 
the  treacherous  shoreline,  it  sheds  its  illumination  on  land  and  sea.  It  guides  the 
smallest  fishing  craft  as  surely  as  it  points  the  way  for  an  ocean  liner  in  the  distant  depths. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  continue  to  build  lighthouses  along  the  shore- 
lines where  there  is  greatest  danger  for  mankind.  The  church  must  hold  high  the 
bright  illumination  of  the  Light  of  the  World,  to  pierce  the  shadows  of  hatred  and 
fear,  to  flash  a  warning  to  men  who  have  forsaken  their  Pilot,  and  to  point  the 
way  to  safe  harbors  where  drifting  boats  may  find  a  haven.  For  Christ  is  the  Light 
of  truth  by  which  we  chart  our  course  by  day  and  the  Light  of  faith  by  which  we 
pick  our  way  in  the  darkest  night. 
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Shortage  of  Physicians 

As  a  practicing  physician  and  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren I  could  not  read  the  editorial 
in  the  June  10,  1950,  issue  without 
wishing  to  bring  to  your  attention 
answers  to  the  limited  aspects  of 
the  problem  which  you  discussed. 
In  answer  to  your  first  point  about 
the  shortage  of  doctors,  with  the 
exception  of  Israel  (with  its  high 
proportion  of  all  professions)  the 
United  States  has  more  doctors  per 
thousand  population  than  any  other 
country.  The  prime  reason  for  the 
situation  you  discussed  comparing 
1905  with  1950  was  the  closing  of 
substandard  medical  schools,  many 
of  which  were  mere  diploma  mills. 
It  is  true  that  in  addition  to  scholas- 
tic abilities  personality  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  success  of  a 
physician,  but  these  qualities  of 
personality  are  difficult  to  measure 

Especially  in  an  adolescent  eight 
to  ten  years  before  he  actually  is 
prepared  to  render  service.  In  any 
field  of  personal  service  it  is  neces- 
sary, first,  to  have  a  sound  basis 
of  scholastic  achievement  and  the 
personality  factors  are  then  added. 
The  high  cost  of  a  medical  education 
is  a  factor,  although  as  indicated 
in  your  paragraph  numbered  (2) 
four  times  as  many  applicants  felt 
financially  able  than  were  consid- 
ered scholastically  fit.  From  the  ex- 
perience in  our  family,  I  know  it 
is  possible  to  go  to  medical  school 
with  little  outside  support. 

As  to  the  high  cost  of  medical 
care — it  is  far  less  than  the  cost  of 
the  annual  national  tobacco  or 
liquor  bill,  and  in  the  national  pic- 
ture represents  a  minor  item  in  the 
American  family  budget.  The  amaz- 
ing growth  of  voluntary  medical 
insurance  plans  in  the  past  few 
years  has  well  answered  the  prob- 
lem of  sudden  expensive  medical 
bills.  These  plans  are  available  to 
all,  and  at  the  present  almost  two 
thirds  of  the  population  are  covered 
by  one  plan  or  another. 

Actually  your  editorial  side- 
stepped a  far  more  comprehensive 
view  of  the  problem  under  discus- 
sion. The  advocates  of  socialized 
medicine  base  their  arguments  on 
two  premises:  (1)  There  is  not 
enough  medical  care  or  hospital  care 
available  and  (2)  people  cannot  af- 
ford it.  They  conclude  from  these 
arbitrary  statements  that  the  federal 
government  must  step  in  and  fur- 
nish such  care.   At  the  present  time 


this  same  answer  seems  to  be  the 
panacea  to  cure  all  real  and  fancied 
problems  of  society  from  the  morals 
of  Hollywood  on  up.  While  the 
advocates  of  the  President's  so- 
called  National  Health  Insurance 
say  that  this  is  not  socialized  medi- 
cine, even  a  cursory  examination 
of  the  bill  as  introduced  shows  that 
although  "local  administration"  is 
mentioned,  in  all  aspects  the 
"board"  which  is  appointed  by  the 
administrator  may  step  in  and  make 
"regulations." 

The  best  unbiased  report  oh  the 
Federal  government  is  that  of  the 
Hoover  Commission — a  nonpartisan 
commission — and  it  provides  over- 
whelming evidence  that  the  federal 
government  is  manifestly  unquali- 
fied to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
sickness  care  on  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple. For  example,  the  commission 
found  that  the  government  spends 
from  $20,000  to  $51,000  per  hospital 
bed  for  construction  compared  with 
a  cost  of  $16,000  for  voluntary  hos- 
pitals. In  the  insurance  field  the 
federal  government  uses  four  times 
as  many  employees  as  the  Metro- 
politan Life  Insurance  Company  re- 
quires for  the  same  amount  of  work. 
The  money  for  these  excesses  comes 
from  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes. 
The  estimates  for  the  cost  of  this 
socialized  medicine  scheme  are  giv- 
en by  its  advocates  to  be  15%  to 
20%  payroll  tax.  In  view  of  the 
underestimates  given  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  in  other  phases  of  our  fed- 
eral government,  one  cannot  help 
but  wonder  just  how  high  this  can 
go. 

We  of  the  medical  profession  feel 
that  the  American  people  are  being 
asked  to  sell  their  birthright  for  a 
very  expensive  mess  of  pottage.  In 
all  aspects  of  the  problem  private 
initiative  has  been  making  giant 
strides — as  is  shown  by  the  growth 
of  private  prepaid  medical  plans 
and  health  insurance.  There  are 
more  doctors  and  hospital  beds 
available  to  the  American  people 
than  in  any  other  country.  Our  peo- 
ple are  the  healthiest  in  the  world. 
We  have  made  more  progress  in 
advancing  medical  knowledge  than 
has  been  demonstrated  any  place 
else  in  the  world.  We  are  asked  by 
the  state  planners  to  hand  all  of 
this  over  to  a  group  who  has  dem- 
onstrated the  least  fitness  and  the 
grossest  waste  in  handling  similar 
problems.  —  Quentin  Kintner,  M.D., 
Port  Angeles,  Wash. 


Where  the  few  live  in  luxury  and 
the  many  know  only  back-break- 
ing toil  and  hunger,  there  com- 
munism makes  its  greatest  appeal 


Leland  Emrick 

Pastor,  Springfield,  Illinois 
UN  from   Monkmeyer 


Gk/Uit  and  GommunUm 


IT  IS  not  enough  to  condemn 
communism.  We  must  also 
understand  it.  If  we  fail  to 
do  so,  fear  and  confusion  may 
control  us  and  we  shall  be  led 
astray  by  those  who  use  the 
world  only  to  build  up  their 
own  political  or  economic  cap- 
ital. Therefore,  we  shall  list  the 
strong  and  weak  points  of  com- 
munism and  suggest  how  Chris- 
tians should  think  of  meeting  it. 
We  shall  see  that  the  things 
which  give  communism  its 
strength  have  their  counter- 
parts in  Christianity;  the  things 
which  contribute  to  its  weakness 
are  so  because  they  are  against 
the  moral  and  spiritual  order  of 
things. 

Herein     lies     communism's 
:   greatest  power: 

1.  It  is  a  protest  against  the 
;  hardships  of  the  underprivileged. 
Its  slogan  is  "From  each  accord- 
!  ing  to  his  ability;  to  each  ac- 
I  cording  to  his  need."  But  this 
I  idea  is  essentially  Christian.  See 


Luke  4:16-19;  Luke  1:51-53; 
Acts  2:44-45;  Matt.  25:14-30; 
Matt.  20:  1-16.  Because  Chris- 
tianity has  been  slow  to  make 
this  a  reality  in  a  world  where 
half  the  people  go  to  bed  hungry 
every  night,  communism  is  at- 
tempting to  do  it  in  its  own  way. 

2.  It  is  inclusive.  No  race  or 
nation  is  beyond  its  interest.  Its 
ideal  is  a  classless,  world  society. 
But  this  ideal  is  also  Christian. 
See  Eph.  1:9-10;  Gal.  3:27-28. 
Because  Christianity  has  been 
slow  to  make  this  a  reality  in  a 
world  divided  by  racial,  eco- 
nomic and  national  divisions, 
communism  attempts  to  do  this 
also. 

3.  It  believes  there  is  a  purpose 
in  history.  It  believes  that  it  is 
in  the  nature  of  things  that  the 
world  must  move  toward  the 
classless  society.  This  faith  gives 
many  communists  fanatical  zeal. 
Christianity  also  believes  history 
has  a  purpose.  It  is  "to  unite  all 


things  in  Him" — the  realization 
of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Despite  these  strengths,  there 
are  things  about  communism 
which  are  irreconcilable  with 
Christ  and  which  will  lead  to 
its  downfall. 

Herein  lies  communism's 
greatest  weakness: 

1.  It  believes  in  no  God.  It  be- 
lieves that  the  chief  end  of  life 
is  material  well-being.  This  is 
false.  The  meaning  of  life  is 
found  in  God.  Man  cannot  live 
by  bread  alone.  Physical  satis- 
factions are  not  enough. 

2.  It  believes  in  no  morality.  A 

thing  is  right  if  it  appears  suc- 
cessful. Therefore,  violence, 
torture,  murder,  lies,  etc.,  are 
used  where  deemed  necessary. 
This  is  false.  The  Christian 
knows  that  we  live  in  a  moral 
universe.  Only  moral  means 
can  bring  good  ends.  Evil  can- 
not cast  out  evil.  The  immorali- 
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ty  of  communism  will  turn  and 
destroy  it. 

3.  It  regards  man  only  as  a 
high-grade  animal.  He  exists  for 
the  state.  This  is  false.  Chris- 
tianity knows  that  man  is  spirit- 
ual. He  is  a  child  of  God.  The 
state  exists  for  man.  To  dis- 
regard this  fact  is  to  prostitute 
God's  highest  creation. 

The  Christian  way  to  meet  the 
threat  of  godless,  materialistic, 
immoral  communism  is  with  the 
realism  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
We    must    purify    the    soil    of 


poverty,  discrimination  and 
error  with  justice,  righteousness 
and  truth.  This  will  undercut 
communism's  greatest  appeal. 
We  must  meet  the  spirit  of  hate, 
violence  and  murder  with  sac- 
rificially  redemptive  goodwill 
based  on  faith  in  God.  This  will 
dissolve  the  spirit  of  war.  And 
we  must  have  a  spirit  of  dedica- 
tion and  self-denial  to  match 
that  of  the  Communist  worker. 
This  is  Christian  realism, 
based  on  the  belief  that  men 
everywhere  —  including  Com- 
munists,    are    made    in    God's 


image  and  are  thus  subject  to 
his  redemptive  will.  It  believes 
that  man's  problem  is  basically 
a  spiritual  one  with  implications 
reaching  into  all  areas  of  life. 
Acting  on  this  belief  will  destroy 
communism's  threat  at  its  roots. 
If  we  do  not  win  the  battle 
tomorrow,  it  is  better  to  die  do- 
ing the  will  of  the  Father,  than 
to  be  found  working  for  the 
things  which  pass  away.  In  do- 
ing this,  we  shall  not  only  save 
our  own  souls,  but  will  have 
helped  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a  better  tomorrow. 


EDITORIAL 


Good-by,  Hopalong 

NOW  that  Hopalong  Cassidy,  the  two-gun 
hero  who  shoots  it  out  with  the  bandits, 
has  made  his  appearance  on  wallpaper  for 
children's  rooms,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the 
Hopalong  epidemic  may  pass  as  quickly  as  it 
spread.  You  might  have  barred  your  children 
from  watching  him  in  the  movies  or  at  the  neigh- 
bor's television  but  still  he  appeared  on  breakfast 
cereal  boxes  or  cowboy  suits,  in  the  comic  pages 
and  finally  on  wallpaper.  But  popular  heroes, 
like  many  popular  songs,  disappear  almost  as 
rapidly  as  they  arise.  The  question  for  Christian 
parents,  then,  is  not  what  to  do  about  Hopalong, 
who  will  soon  be  forgotten,  but  what  to  offer  in 
the  place  he  leaves  vacant. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  radio  serialists,  the  tele- 
vision script  writers,  the  cereal  box  artists  and 
the  picture  strip  cartoonists,  we  have  a  few  heroes 
to  nominate  for  his  place.  How  about  dramatizing 
the  appearance  of  John  Naas  before  the  King  of 
Prussia?  There's  a  man  of  courage  for  you,  giv- 
ing the  daring  witness  of  a  Christian  who  served 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  Look  into  the  life  of  St. 
Francis,  that  happy  troubadour  of  God,  who  loved 
all  living  things  and  feared  none  of  them.  Or 
consider  exciting  episodes  in  the  Labrador  with 
Dr.  Wilfred  Grenfell,  physician,  missionary  and 
great  Christian.  For  a  change  of  temperature  shift 
the  cameras  and  the  microphones  to  Africa  to 
watch  Albert  Schweitzer  at  work  (with  music  by 
Bach)  or  to  go  with  Stover  Kulp  on  an  elephant 
hunt. 

Now  it  is  true  that  these  heroes  do  not  serve 
up  a  thrill  every  minute  and  their  only  use  for 
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a  gun  is  when  face  to  face  with  a  wild  animal. 
But  they  have  something  the  Rattlesnake  Petes 
and  the  Cactus  Joes  never  had — a  faith  in  God, 
a  love  for  their  fellow  men,  a  desire  to  serve  and 
an  integrity  that  shows  up  as  much  in  their  pri- 
vate lives  as  when  they  are  in  the  midst  of  an 
adventure. 

Good-by,  Hopalong.  We  are  praying  that  our 
children  find  more  Christian  heroes,  devoted  to 
the  daring  of  brotherhood  and  service,  who  will 
take  your  place. 


In  Concert 

IF  YOU  could  watch  the  score  an  orchestra  lead- 
er reads  as  he  directs  a  symphonic  work,  you 
would  be  amazed  at  the  co-operation  required 
to  produce  a  lovely  passage  of  music.  The  theme 
may  be  announced  by  the  strings  and  then  taken 
up  by  the  plaintive  oboe  or  repeated  in  the  pastoral 
sound  of  an  English  horn.  You  watch  the  inter- 
weaving of  instrumental  voices  as  the  cellos  play  a 
counter  melody  to  an  accompaniment  of  the  flutes. 
Or  you  feel  the  heavy  rhythm  of  the  entire  range 
of  instruments,  joining  in  an  emphatic  statement 
of  the  theme.  And  you  admire  the  skilled  conduc- 
tor who  knows  the  score,  who  anticipates  the 
crescendos  and  accelerandos  which  enliven  the 
music,  and  who  can  weld  these  diverse  sounds 
together  into  music  that  stirs  your  heart. 

When  the  church  prays,  you  may  hear  only 
the  voice  of  a  leader,  or  the  Lord's  Prayer  in. 
unison,  or  perhaps  there  is  absolute  silence.  But 
surely  God  must  hear  the  individual  voices  you 
cannot  hear.  He  understands  a  mother's  concern 
for  her  son  overseas,  a  little  child's  prayer  for  her 
grandmother  who  is  ill,  a  layman's  desire  that  his 


neighbor  accept  Christ,  a  pastor's  intention  to 
guide  his  flock  toward  the  light  of  God,  a  young 
man's  petition  for  help  in  choosing  the  right  job. 
These  voices  interweave  and  sometimes  run  coun- 
ter to  each  other,  but  when  the  spirit  of  the  great 
Master  directs  them,  they  blend  together  in 
concert. 

When  the  church  acts,  you  may  wonder  if  there 
is  not  often  more  confusion  than  order  because 
each  individual  moves  at  his  own  speed  and  the 
more  progressive  become  impatient  with  the  slow. 
But  surely  God  must  discern  movements  that  you 
cannot  see.  He  understands  the  choir  director 
who  struggles  each  week  to  get  harmony  from 
fifteen  volunteers;  he  stands  behind  the  preacher 
and  helps  him  reach  over  the  empty  seats  to 
hungry  souls;  he  works  with  the  farmer  who  gave 
his  heifers  for  relief  and  who  knows  that  the 
earth  is  the  Lord's;  he  sympathizes  with  the  teach- 
er who  matches  wits  with  thirteen  juniors;  he 
blesses  the  efforts  of  the  aged  couple  who  give 
generously  of  their  savings  to  support  a  mission- 
ary son  in  far-off  Africa.  When  the  church  acts, 
it  can  act  concertedly  for  the  glory  of  God  and  for 
the  good  of  men. 

There  are  few  solo  parts  in  the  symphony  of 
the  church.  Its  loveliest  music  springs  from  read- 
ing the  score  of  God's  Word  and  responding  to  the 
direction  of  his  Spirit.  You  may  not  always  hear 
your  own  frail  instrument  as  its  voice  is  lost  in 
the  music  of  praise  and  service.  But  still  you  play 
an  important  part  in  the  life  and  work  of  the 
church  as  it  follows  the  great  Master — in  concert. 

This  Age  of  Miracles 

A  TELEVISION  station  in  Baltimore  was  kept 
off  the  air  for  over  an  hour  recently  when 
a  moth  passed  through  the  gap  in  a  high- 
voltage  circuit.  Flying  into  the  .intricate  con- 
nections of  tubes  and  wires,  the  tiny  creature, 
attracted  by  light,  caused  a  flash  of  electricity 
that  burned  out  fuses  and  blew  out  tubes. 

Every  day  we  are  reminded  how  complicated 
is  the  machinery  which  makes  possible  the  me- 
chanical marvels  of  our  time.  We  are  not  greatly 
surprised  to  learn  of  machines  that  can  work 
involved  problems  in  mathematics,  problems  that 
would  require  many  minds  for  their  solution  with- 
out the  aid  of  such  a  machine.  It  is  easy  to  con- 
clude that  our  skill  in  invention  will  somehow 
compensate  for  our  failures  to  solve  the  basic 
problems  of  life.  Yet  our  mechanical  achieve- 
ments only  serve  to  magnify  our  failures.  Instead 
of  freeing  us  from  our  wrongs,  they  merely  make 
it  possible  for  us  to  blunder  on  a  larger  scale.  Our 
wrongs  hurt  more  people.  Our  failures  cause  more 
damage. 

Yes,  we  live  in  an  age  of  miracles,  but  a  tiny 


Lift  up,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  our 
hearts  and  our  spirits  above  the  false  show 
of  things,  above  fear  and  melancholy,  above 
ignorance  and  despair,  above  selfishness 
and  covetousness,  above  custom  and 
fashion — up  to  the  everlasting  Truth  and 
Order  that  thou  art;  that  so  we  may  live 
joyfully  and  freely,  in  the  faith  and  the 
trust  that  thou  art  our  King  and  our  Savior, 
our  Example  and  our  Judge,  and  that  so 
long  as  we  are  loyal  to  thee  all  will  be 
well  with  us  in  this  world  and  in  all  worlds 
to  come.  Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

— Charles    Kingsley 


moth  can  darken  a  few  thousand  television  screens 
for  an  hour.  When  an  engineer  at  the  throttle  of 
a  fast  train  ignores  the  block  signals,  his  Diesel 
engine  is  no  longer  a  symbol  of  speed  but  a  carrier 
of  death  for  the  halted  train  ahead.  Our  modern 
marvels  do  not  always  serve  us;  sometimes,  like 
Frankenstein,  they  threaten  to  turn  into  monsters. 

The  miracles  that  Jesus  wrought  were  of  a 
different  order.  They  changed  men.  They  trans- 
formed the  heart.  They  brought  victory  over 
failure,  defeat  and  death.  They  dealt  with  essen- 
tials. Therefore,  their  purpose  was  to  serve  and 
their  effect  was  to  benefit. 

Will  a  miracle  save  us  from  these  monsters  of 
our  own  making?  Perhaps  not.  Already  American 
cities  are  preparing  to  face  what  an  American 
atom  bomb  did  to  Hiroshima.  But  Jesus  Christ 
can  work  his  miracles  in  our  hearts.  We  can  find 
salvation  even  if  we  look  in  vain  for  safety.  And 
if  we  let  God  work  through  us,  he  can  save  the 
souls — and  perhaps  the  lives — of  many  as  we  rush 
toward  disaster.  But  it  will  be  a  miracle  of  God's 
making,  not  a  marvel  of  our  own  designing. 

Praying  for  Peace 

THERE  is  a  growing  prayer  movement  for 
peace.  Many  church  leaders  have  asked 
President  Truman  to  set  aside  a  national 
day  of  prayer;  others  have  proposed  a  15-minute 
all-network  daily  broadcast  for  directed  prayer, 
to  be  conducted  by  a  Protestant  minister,  a  Cath- 
olic priest  and  a  Jewish  rabbi. 

In  many  cities  there  are  continuous  prayer 
vigils  sponsored  by  churches  and  individuals.  A 
Volunteer  Prayer  Army  was  launched  in  Topeka, 
Kansas.  A  Prayer  Keys  movement  was  started  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.  In  addition  to  these  organized 
plans,  there  are  thousands  of  sincere  Christians 
whose   habit   it   is   to   pray   and   who   now   seek 
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Zacchaeus  —  Before  and  After  Christ 


LIFE  begins  when  a  man 
meets  Jesus.  History  divides 
into  B.  C.  and  A.  D.  at  the 
point  of  his  birth.  So  does  our 
own  personal  history  divide  into 
Before  Christ  and  Anno  Domini 
(the  year  of  our  Lord) . 

No  man  who  really  meets  Je- 
sus can  ever  be  the  same.  Before 
Christ,  life  is  a  mad  dashing  aft- 
er things  or  a  sensuous  spree  or 
a  weary  round  of  tasks  or  a 
meaningless,  boring  routine — 
life  without  chart  or  compass. 
After  Christ,  there  is  meaning 
and  purpose,  zest  for  life,  a  sense 
of  destiny  and  direction,  a  new 
radiance  within,  and  power  for 
the  climb. 

Zacchaeus  met  Jesus.  It  is  a 
strange  story  of  human  transfor- 
mation. It  is  a  "before  and  after" 
story  reduced  to  the  barest  de-  ' 
tails.  We  see  Zacchaeus  as  he 
was,  he  meets  Jesus  for  an  hour 
or  so,  and  he  is  a  new  person.  It 
is  a  story  of  life,  your  life  and 
mine,  what  it  has  been  or  what 
it  could  be. 
"Up  a  Tree" 

Zacchaeus  was  "up  a  tree"  in 
many  ways.  Physically,  he  was 
there,  a  dapper,  well-dressed 
little  man,  a  bit  out  of  place 
clinging  to  the  branches  of  a 
sycamore.  Socially,  he  was  an 
outcast.  His  work  cut  him  off 
from  the  people.  But  ,he  was 
getting  along  well,  living  in  his 
new  home  in  the  best  part  of 
town,  surrounded  by  attending 
servants  and  luxurious  furnish- 
ings. He  was,  however,  hated  by 
all  and  a  very  lonely  man. 

Everything  was  going  well,  ex- 
cept for  the  things  which  mat- 
tered most!  The  life  he  lived  did 
not  satisfy.  It  gave  no  peace  of 
mind;  it  did  not  hang  together. 
There  must  have  been  some 
gnawing  realization  which  made 
him  aware  that  things  were  not 
right  on  the  inside.  He  had  got- 


T.  Wayne  Rieman 

Manchester  College,  Indiana 

ten  rich,  but  he  was  a  poor  man. 
Luke  says  he  was  a  "small  man." 

Jesus  must  have  disturbed 
him.  It  was  impossible  to  live 
where  he  did  without  hearing  of 
the  Galilean.  And  the  things  he 
heard  were  disquieting;  they  in- 
cisively cut  through  his  stand- 
ards and  way  of  life.  Jesus  was 
a  disturbing  person:  vigorous, 
aggressive,  uncompromising, 
daring  and  powerful. 

Zacchaeus  came  seeking  Jesus. 
We  do  not  know  why  he  came 
and  it  really  does  not  matter.  He 
was  dissatisfied.  Some  shocking 
insight  had  pulled  him  out  of  the 
deep  groove  into  which  he  had 
settled.  Here  is  the  redeeming 
factor  in  Zacchaeus'  life — he 
was  still  questing. 

He  Met  Jesus 

We  know  little  of  the  nature 
of  the  meeting.  What  did  hap- 
pen? Jesus  made  a  simple  pro- 
posal, inviting  himself  to  dinner; 
Zacchaeus  joyfully  responded; 
the  crowd  was  astonished;  they 
ate  together,  and  then  came 
Zacchaeus'  strange  statements 
indicating  willingness  to  give 
half  of  his  possessions  to  the  poor 


and  to  right  old  wrongs;  then  Je- 
sus told  him  that  salvation  had 
come.  We  know  nothing  more. 

What  was  their  conversation 
as  they  ate?  What  logic  did  he 
use?  To  what  did  he  appeal? 
We  do  not  know,  but  it  was  a 
real  meeting.  Life  begins  when 
a  man  meets  Jesus.  Jesus  saw 
Zacchaeus,  not  only  as  the  mon- 
ey-thirsty man  he  was,  but  as 
the  man  he  could  be.  He  treated 
him  as  an  individual,  a  unique 
creation  of  God,  and  he  gave  him 
back  his  self-respect.  His  search- 
ing, friendly  compassion  enabled 
him  to  see  the  inner  Zacchaeus 
as  X  rays  search  the  inner 
reaches  of  our  bodies.  Zacchaeus 
must  have  felt  as  we  feel  when 
we  stand  before  Jesus — searched 
through,  exposed,  cleansed, 
healed  and  encouraged  by  the 
high  hope  of  Jesus  for  us.  Faith 
removes  mountains. 

Zacchaeus  became  a  new  man. 
Something  decisive  happened  in- 
side of  him.  Jesus  looked  at  him 
and  in  his  eyes  he  saw  himself. 
Emotions  rose.  They  piled  high- 
er and  higher  until  Zacchaeus 
could  stand  it  no  longer.  Then 
he  blurted  out  his  high,  un- 
guarded, unmeasured  commit- 
ment to  give  half  of  his  goods  to 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Evidence  of  Heaven 

In  all  the  lovely  world  that  thou  hast  made. 
In  every  day  that  thou  hast  given. 

Let  us,  O  God,  find  hopes  that  never  fade. 
Let  us  find  evidence  of  heaven. 

For  thou  has  set  within  each  willing  heart 

The  promise  of  eternity. 
Come,  grace  the  moments  we  have  set  apart 

For  holy  fellowship  with  thee. 

Forgive  the  pride  that  blinds  us  to  our  need; 

Forgive  the  fears  that  keep  us  weak; 
Oh  let  thy  loving  hands  that  once  did  bleed 

Now  heal  us  as  thy  cross  we  seek. 

Let  thine  eternal  love  renew  our  days 

That  we  may  walk  with  thee  each  hour 

In  wonder,  seeing  every  bush  ablaze — 
In  service,  leaning  on  thy  power. 

— K.M. 


William  Hole  Gramstorff  Bros.,  Inc. 

Zacchaeus   met  Jesus   and  was  thereafter   a   changed  man 


the  poor  and  to  restore  fourfold 
where  he  had  falsely  accused. 
An  hour  before  this  he  knew 
Jesus  not  at  all.  Now  he  was 
calling  him,  "Lord."  Something 
new  had  been  added;  there  was 
a  new  point  of  orientation,  a  new 
mastery  of  his  life.  Before,  he 
was  a  crafty,  scheming  publican. 
Now  he  was  giving  his  money 
away.  Greed  and  lust  for  power 
were  gone.  The  life  of  Jesus  be- 
came his;  the  old  Zacchaeus  died. 
The  Zacchaeus  that  was  to  be 
came  to  be. 

We    Can   Meet  Jesus 

A  Christian  ought  to  know  Je- 
sus. This  is  not  a  luxury  re- 
served for  a  few  mystical  saints. 
It  is  the  natural,  normal  rela- 
tionship for  Christians.  To  know 


about  Jesus  is  not  enough. 
There's  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween knowing  about  Jesus  and 
actually  knowing  him.  Many  of 
our  church  school  experiences 
are  only  on  the  first  level.  We 
learn  about  him.  Beyond  this  we 
must  go.  To  know  Jesus,  as  we 
know  a  close  friend,  is  our  right. 
It  is  the  norm  to  be  satisfied;  any- 
thing else  is  to  be  cheated. 

Jesus  is  a  living  Lord.  This  is 
the  central  fact  of  the  Christian 
faith.  He  lived,  taught,  gave  his 
life,  was  buried,  rose  again  and 
ascended  into  heaven.  His  dis- 
ciples did  not  mourn.  There 
were  no  grief,  no  memorials.  He 
was  still  with  them.  The  power 
of  his  presence  was  upon  them. 
"The   Lord   working   with   us," 


they  said  in  explanation  of  the 
remarkable  aspects  of  their 
early  ministry. 

I  believe  in  the  second  coming 
of  Jesus,  but  I  also  believe  in  the 
third  and  the  tenth  and  the  hun- 
dredth coming  of  Jesus.  Jesus  is 
always  coming  our  way.  He  is 
in  the  lives  of  some  and  yet  he 
is  always  coming — it  is  a  divine 
invasion.  He  wants  to  abide  with 
us,  to  be  our  friend  and  comrade. 
He  is  coming  our  way  today. 

Most  of  us  are  pretty  much 
like  Zacchaeus.  In  one  way  or 
another,  we  are  "up  a  tree."  We 
are  out  of  line  here  or  there;  we 
are  greedy  and  grasping  and 
selfish. 

Jesus  is  coming  our  way.  Not 
down  the  streets  of  Jericho,  but 
to  Lancaster  or  Roanoke  or 
Springfield  or  Wichita  or  Mo- 
desto. He  walks  the  common 
roads  of  life.  He  stops  before  us. 
He  will  abide  with  us  in  our 
homes. 

Life  begins  when  a  man  meets 
Jesus. 

Lost? 

THE  ten  lost  tribes  likely  did 
not  wander  off  into  the 
desert  to  die.  They  were  not 
all  slain  by  the  sword.  They  just 
got  away  from  their  old  place 
of  worship  and  lost  their  con- 
victions. Then  they  were  lost. 
As  a  country  people,  the 
Brethren  had  time  for  their 
Bibles  and  found  in  them  a  vital 
message.  They  helped  keep 
waning  convictions  alive  and  did 
a  prophetic  ministry  in  times  of 
dire  peril. 

Now  we  are  going  to  town.  We 
have  little  time  for  Bible  study. 
Brotherhood  is  our  watchword 
and  co-operation  is  our  slogan. 
Christians  who  form  the  habit 
of  "going  along"  before  they  in- 
quire, "Exactly  what  is  this? 
Who  are  its  prime  promoters? 
What  is  its  stated  purpose?  Do 
they  mean  it?  Are  they  Chris- 
tian in  it?"  are  on  the  right 
road — to  be  lost. — Roy  White. 
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Brethren: 

We  live  today  in  the  potential  glare  of  the 

hydrogen  bomb. 
We  may  see  more  clearly  by  it  or  be  blinded. 
History  will  judge  us. 

The  hydrogen  bomb  is  the  culminating 

accomplishment 
of  the  civilization  that  has  professed 
Christianity. 

Underlying  the  hydrogen  bomb  is  the 

assumption — 
however  much  we  may  deny  it — 
That  those  who  do  not  believe 
cannot  be  brought  into  the  belief 
and  therefore  must  be  destroyed  before  they 

destroy  us; 
though  we  may  let  them  strike  the  first  blow. 
Then  do  not  turn  the  other  cheek,  but  drop  the 

bomb! 
Over  the  Voice  of  America  we  preach 

Christianity, 
but  we  support  gunboats,  not  missionaries. 
This  after  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

What,  brethren, 

of  the  churches  and  ministers  of  God? 
How  do  we  stand  in  the  trends 
after  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty  years? 
We  organize,  we  lobby,  we  pass  resolutions. 
We  preach,  we  reason,  we  argue,  we  persuade. 
We  write,  we  publish,  we  advertise. 
And  then  we  get  the  hydrogen  bomb. 
Perhaps  we  are  doing  something  wrong. 
Perhaps  we  are  not  doing  enough  of  something 
right. 

We  have  become  infatuated  with  success. 

If  one  wishes  to  become  a  successful  minister, 

it  is  preferable  to  have  a  great  dues-paying 

congregation 
of  hypocrites  than  a  small  group  that  has 

preserved  its  integrity. 
If  one  wishes  to  become  a  successful  minister, , 
then  a  new  church  is  more  important  than  a  new 

believer. 
If  one  wishes  to  become  a  successful  minister, 
one  plugs  for  lecture  engagements,  writes 

magazine  articles, 
and  gets  a  higher  salary. 
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We  have  accepted  the  soft-drink  concept  of 

religion. 
We  produce  an  effervescent,  scintillating, 

sparkling  sermon, 
attractively  bottled  in  pseudo-psychological 

terminology, 
pleasing  to  the  consumer,  even  if  it  causes  a  few 
spiritual  hiccups,  and  available  for  all  customers 
at  the  fairly  standard  rate  of  the 
weekly  contribution. 

Every  Sunday  on  the  pulpit: 
"the  pause  that  refreshes." 

After  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty  years  we  have 

arrived 
at  the  hydrogen  bomb  and  the  soft-drink  concept 

of  religion. 

Suppose  we  were  to  return  to  our  pulpits,  and 

with  us 
ministers  throughout  the  land,  and  were  to  say 

to  our  congregations: 

"We  renounce  success" 
and  then  demand,  as  Jesus  Christ  demanded, 
that  the  money-lenders  leave  our  temples — 
and  name  the  names; 
suppose  we  could  forget  the  strategies  of  getting 

along  with 
the  congregations,  of  placating  the  pillars  of  the 

church, 
of  providing  spectator  recreation  each  week  end, 
and  invited  those  who  did  not  wish  to  worship  to 

leave. 
Who  would  leave  and  who  would  stay? 
and  who  would  then  begin  to  come? 
Jesus  Christ  did  not  fear  naming  names. 
In  times  long  past  even  the  duke  of  the  city  did 

penance 
in   his   shirt   sleeves   on   the   bare   steps   of  the 

cathedral. 
Only  the  soft-drink  salesman  must  feel  assured 

that 
all  his  customers  are  really  good  fellows  and 
name  no  names,  or  call  one's  sins 
to  one's  face. 
Have  a  sparkling  sermon — or  resolution — with 

that 
always  fresh  flavor! 

Or,  better  yet,  leave  our  churches  and  go  out 

among  the  people. 
Leave  our  churches,  so  big,  so  imposing,  so 

heavily  insured 
— such  a  burden,  being  a  good  enough  salesman 

to  get  a 
decent  return  on  the  investment. 


Painting  by  Fr.  Muller  Munster  Photo  by  Camera  Clix 

"Jesus  walked  among  the  people  and  spoke  brotherhood  to  any  who  would  listen" 


Jesus  Christ  walked  among  the  people  and  spoke 

the  words 
of  peace  and  brotherhood  to  any  who  would 

listen. 
Suppose  we  did  that. 
Just  imagine  it! 
Tomorrow,  thousands  of  ministers,  leaving  their 

churches, 
their  conferences,  their  lecture  engagements,  their 

studies, 
their  tasks  of  providing  religious  recreation, 
their  concerns  of  salaries  and  status — 
and  walking  among  their  fellow  men  with  the 

word  of 
peace  and  brotherhood. 
Imagine  thousands  of  us  day  after  day 
walking  among  our  fellow  men  and  talking  to  all 

who  would  listen 
of  the  word  of  God  and  its  meaning  for  the  world 

today. 
Who  can  estimate  the  consequences? 
How  many  would  listen  and  how  many  would 

turn  aside, 
and  how  many  would  listen  who  had  never 

listened  before? 

Foolish,  you  say? 

Is  it  any  more  foolish  than  to  do  again  what  we 

have  done  before 
day  after  day  and  year  after  year 
and  failed  to  prevent  one  war, 
3ne  materialistic  revolution, 
JDne  riot  of  ugly  hate, 
br  one  atom  bomb? 


Unrealistic,  you  say? 

Is  it  any  more  unrealistic  than  to  go  through  the 

same  motions 
that  we  have  gone  through  again  and  again  and 

again, 
by  which  we  have  earned  our  daily  bread — 
but  not  our  eternal  salvation? 

But  it  would  not  succeed,  you  say? 

Good!   Let  it  fail! 

Are  we  succeeding  now? 

Will  one  more  conference 

and  one  more  set  of  resolutions 

and  one  more  meeting  with  the  big  brass 

succeed  where  all  the  other  conferences, 

meetings,  resolutions 

have  failed? 

Are  we  not  heading  at  breakneck  speed  intt> 

defeat? 

Could  we  go  down  to  defeat  any  faster 

than  by  the  hydrogen  bomb? 

Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  further. 

We  are  rushing  downhill  to  defeat. 

If  there  is  a  chance  for  this  generation 

it  lies  with  those  who  will  meet  the  absolute 

weapon 
with  an  absolute  ethic. 
And  if  there  is  no  chance,  at  least 
let  us  go  down  to  defeat 
on  our  own  terms. 

Continued  on  page  15 
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Evangelistic  efforts  depend  not  so  much 
on  techniques  [or  administration  as  on 


What  We  Believe 


THOSE  of  us  who  have 
looked  at  the  summary  sta- 
tistical report  of  member- 
ship for  the  church  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1949,  (p.  70,  Yearbook) 
ought  to  have  been  shocked  into 
some  thinking  and  praying.  It 
reveals  that  in  that  year  four 
regions  showed  a  loss  of  mem- 
bership for  a  total  net  loss  of  711 
members.  Our  Pacific  Coast 
region,  which  is  supposed  to 
represent  the  growing  edge  of 
the  church  and  which  has  been 
the  recipient  of  extensive  grants 
and  loans  for  church  extension, 
showed  a  net  loss  of  seventy- 
seven  members. 

If  we  believe  that  the  church 
is  a  mild  and  soothing  fellowship 
for  tired  Christians,  we  shall  not 
be  deeply  concerned.  If,  how- 
ever, we  believe  that  the  church 
is  a  fellowship  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  and  witness  to  its  power 
to  change  darkness  to  light  and 
death  to  life,  that  it  is  the  instru- 
mentality of  God  to  serve  an 
eternal  purpose,  then  we  shall 
be  deeply  concerned! 

However,  while  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  gloss  over  our  loss  of 
membership,  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the 
statistical  "facts."  Churches  to- 
day are  more  aggressive  in  the 
matter  of  lettering  out  or  drop- 
ping those  members  who  live 
elsewhere  or  who  have  failed  to 
respond  to  the  patient  ministry 
of  the  church.  Indifferent  mem- 
bers add  no  strength.  While  the 
dropping  of  names  of  inactive 
members  may  account  for  our 
losses  we  are  all  aware  there 
should  have  been  more  evan- 
gelistic effort. 

Numerous  suggestions  are 
made  as  to  what  will  have  to 


take  place  to  make  us  '  more 
ardent  for  evangelism.  Some 
think  that  all  that  is  needed  is 
to  go  back  to  the  evangelistic 
techniques  of  their  youth;  others 
think  that  we  should  stress  our 
own  peculiar  doctrines  or  stop 
working  with  other  churches, 
or  train  ministers  more  or  train 
them  less,  build  more  churches 
or  build  fewer,  and  so  on,  ad 
infinitum.  All  of  these  sugges- 
tions fail  to  reach  the  heart  of 
the  problem.  Being  evangelistic 
lies  not  so  much  in  techniques 
or  administration  as  in  what  we 
believe. 

Certain    deeply    held    beliefs 
have   powered   the   evangelistic 


Ralph   Turnidge 

Bakersfield,   California 


efforts  of  the  church  down 
through  the  ages.  They  might  be 
stated  in  this  way: 

God  Reigns.  We  do  not  go  in 
for  winning  men  into  a  relation- 
ship to  God  until  we  believe  that 
the  universe  is  in  God's  hands, 
that  he  has  a  holy  will  for  his 
creation,  that  there  is  a  moral 
order,  that  there  is  a  right  way 
and  wrong  way  to  live  and  that 
history  and  human  life  are 
moving  toward  a  goal,  that  every 
act  is  judged  as  it  contributes 
toward  this  goal. 


God  can  save  us  when  we  use  our  freedom  to  choose  his  way 
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God  Loves.  We  have  courage 
for  evangelism  only  as  we 
believe  that  God's  creation  is 
fundamentally  good,  that  his  at- 
titude toward  it  and  us  is  love. 
In  every  lovely  thing,  every 
provision  for  our  need,  and  in 
the  life  and  death  of  his  Son  is 
God's  concern  expressed. 

God  Saves.  We  must,  if  we 
would  be  evangelistic,  believe 
that  ugliness,  cruelty  and  all 
that  destroys  and  thwarts  life 
find  their  roots,  not  in  God's  will 
or  intent,  but  in  our  misuse  of 
our  freedom,  expressed  in  self- 
worship     and    self-love.     From 


these  God  can  save  us  when  we 
use  our  freedom  to  choose  his 
way  rather  than  ours. 

God  Uses.  We  must  believe 
that  God's  instrument  in  the 
world  to  communicate  his  truth 
and  his  redemption  is  the  saved 
man  who  is  charged  to  be  a  wit- 
ness. He  uses  us  individually 
and  he  uses  us  through  the  di- 
vine fellowship  known  as  the 
church  to  make  that  witness. 

When  we  believe  these  things 
with  all  our  being,  heart,  mind, 
soul  and  strength,  we  shall  soon 
find  the  evangelistic  techniques 
that  our  day  needs. 


When  Death  Looks  On 


C.  H.  Gehman 

Windber,  Pennsylvania 


MR.  BROWN  was  not  a  bad 
man.  He  never  was.  He 
had  lived  like  many  other 
people  live — for  his  family,  for 
his  work,  for  himself  and  casual- 
ly and  occasionally,  of  course,  for 
his  church.  Sundays  came  and 
went  with  little  interruption  as 
far  as  his  routine  was  concerned. 
He  went  to  church — that  is,  if  his 
work  shift  or  a  fishing  trip  or  a 
visit  to  the  relatives  or  the 
weather  did  not  interfere. 

But  now,  flat  on  his  back  in  a 
hospital  bed  with  the  doctors  and 
nurses  around  in  frequent  con- 
sultation, things  were  different. 
Maybe  he  had  missed  that  which 
provides  the  greatest  sustaining 
and  strengthening  power  in  life 
in  time  of  need.  At  any  rate, 
during  this  time  of  wakeful  re- 
I  flection  there  flashed  unbidden 
|  into  his  mind  the  image  of  his 
church.  The  minister  stood  at 
the  door  with  extended  hand. 
The  image  grew  larger  and 
'clearer.  Fixtures  in  the  hospital 
;room — the  oxygen  tank,  the 
I  black  mask,  the  screen — became 
j  Dbscure.  And  even  the  nurse  and 
his  wife  seemed  far  away.    But 


the  image,  the  outline  of  the 
church,  was  there  before  him — 
clear  in  every  detail. 

It  was  a  simple  but  attractive 
structure.  Why  had  he  never 
noticed  its  quiet  beauty  before — 
the  arched  stained  glass  win- 
dows, the  brick  walls  draped 
with  vines,  and  the  spire  point- 
ing heavenward?  The  minister 
was  standing  at  the  door  with 
extended  hand.  His  lips  were 
moving.  He  was  saying  some- 
thing, something  about  God. 
"God  so  loved.  .  .  ."  Oh,  yes, 
"God  so  loved  the  world.  .  .  ." 
He  said  more.  Something  about 
peace.  "Thou  wilt  keep  .  .  . 
keep  him  ...  in  ...  in  peace  .  .  . 
perfect  peace."  Traces  of  a  faint 
smile  appeared  on  the  sick  man's 
face. 

The  doctors  had  withdrawn 
from  the  room,  and  the  nurse 
and  Mrs.  Brown  were  alone  with 
the  patient.  The  stillness  was  in- 
tense against  the  sound  of  the 
short,  swift  breathing  of  the 
stricken  one.  The  breathing 
stopped.  Mrs.  Brown  leaned  for- 
ward, lower,  closer  to  the  bed. 

"Is  he  gone?"  she  sobbed  to 


the  nurse.  "Is  he  gone?" 

Quickly  the  nurse  reached  for 
the  man's  pulse. 

"Dad,  Dad,"  called  Mrs. 
Brown,  clutching  at  the  mask. 
"Breathe  deeply.  This  will  help 
you.  Please,  breathe,  breathe 
deeply." 

Smiling  reassuringly,  the  nurse 
adjusted  the  mask  and  lifted  the 
man's  head  a  little  higher  on  the 
pillow. 

The  patient  lay  completely 
motionless  for  a  long  moment, 
and  then  drew  a  labored  and 
painful  breath,  pushing  aside 
with  a  feeble  motion  of  his  hand 
the  mask  from  his  nose  and 
mouth. 

"When  will  this  let  go?  If  only 
it  were  morning;  maybe  then  .  .  „ 
maybe  then!" 

And  so  the  night  wore  on — 
alternate  attacks  of  coughing, 
delirium,  consciousness  and 
semiconsciousness.  After  some 
time  the  patient  again  roused 
out  of  his  sleep  and  in  a  mood  al- 
most of  rebellion  began  to  push 
away  the  covers  and  the  hand  of 
the  nurse  holding  the  mask  on 
his  face. 

"Take  it  away,"  he  said.  "Take 
it  away;  nothing  seems  to  help. 
Nothing  makes  it  easier  for  me 
to  breathe;  nothing  takes  away 
the  pain.  If  only  I  could  cough 
this  out.  Oh,  why  doesn't  God 
let  me  die?" 

Mrs.  Brown,  leaning  down 
closer  to  the  bed,  comfortingly 
assured  him  of  her  concern  and 
understanding. 

"We  must  abide,"  she  said,  "by 
the  will  of  God.  He  knows  and 
does  best." 

"Yes,  yes,  he  always  does," 
replied  the  patient  almost  angri- 
ly. "He  always  does."  Then 
more  softly,  "He  always  does. 
He  always  does." 

With  these  words  on  his  lips 
Mr.  Brown  fell  into  a  deep  si- 
lence. The  image  of  the  church 
and  the  minister  appeared  be- 
fore him  again.  He  pondered  in 
the  stillness: 

Continued   on  page   13 
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The  Christian  Family  and  the  Community 


JESUS  said:  "Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the 
Gospel."  My  world  is  limited 
to  my  everyday  community.  Few 
of  us  will  ever  see  much  of  the 
world,  geographically.  But  here, 
in  our  communities,  our  world, 
we  are  told  to  preach  the  gospel. 

The  vast  majority  of  us  will 
never  preach  a  sermon,  however, 
or  even  consider  ourselves  mis- 
sionaries. Yet  every  Christian 
has  found  something  which  he 
should  share  with  his  neighbor. 
Some  do. 

We  are  living  in  a  section  of 
the  city  which  is  largely  non- 
Christian.  In  our  school  only  one 
out  of  three  children  comes  from 
a  Christian  home  (Protestant 
and  Catholic!).  This  is  a  com- 
munity of  educated,  professional 
people  who  do  not  know  Christ. 

One  of  our  Jewish  neighbors 
told  us  that  he  moved  here  from 
a  solidly  Jewish  community  be- 
cause he  wanted  his  child  to 
grow  up  with  friends  of  other 
faiths.  "For,"  he  said,  "each 
faith,  each  culture,  has  a  contri- 
bution to  make  to  the  world. 
Each  has  something  to  give  the 
others.  I  want  my  child  to  have 
the  privilege  of  seeing  them  all." 

Another  of  our  Jewish  friends 
said  to  us:  "I  long  for  the  day 
when  my  people  shall  accept 
Christ,  and  when  we  shall  all 
be  united  in  one  church,  one 
raith  and  one  love,  each  for  the 
other."  Then  she  went  on  to  ex- 
plain to  me  that  it  was  after  she 
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Genevieve   M.   Seese 

Cleveland,  Ohio 


became  active  in  parent-teacher 
work,  Red  Cross  and  other  such 
community  activities  that  this 
feeling,  or  attitude  developed. 
She  was  very  frank  in  her  ad- 
mission that  Christianity  offered 
something  she  did  not  have.  She 
could  see  it  in  her  associates. 

In  our  school  we  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  fine  corps  of 
Christian  teachers.  Here  with 
the  open  minds  and  pure,  whole- 
hearted faith  of  children  they 
are  molding  character.  They  are 
teaching  far  more  than  "readin', 
writin',  and  'rithmetic."  Most  of 
them  will  never  see  the  results 
of  their  teaching  in  the  adult,  but 
it  will  be  there. 

One  of  our  ultra-sophisticated 
mothers,  in  discussing  our  school, 
remarked:  "My  child  has  had  the 
rare  privilege  of  spending  six 
years  in  a  school  which  is  led  by 
a  real  Christian  (our  principal) . 
She  is  a  Christian  on  Sunday,  and 
all  through  the  week,  too." 

In  our  community,  as  in  yours, 
there  is  a  wide  variety  of  faiths 
and  backgrounds.  We  know  that 
ours  is  the  best.  We  know  the 
joy  and  happiness  it  might  bring 
to  others.  But  few  of  us  could 
go  out  and  preach  to  our  neigh- 
bors with  any  hope  of  success. 
Any  changes  which  we  make  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people  about  us 
must  come  not  because  of  what 
we  say,  but  because  of  the  way 
we  live  and  do.  We  must  realize 


that  even  those  of  other  faiths 
are  watching  us  with  a  keen  in- 
terest, because  we  profess  to  be 
Christians.  We  must  remember 
that  a  real  Christian  does  not  use 
foul  language  or  repeat,  or  even 
laught  at,  "off  color"  stories.  A 
real  Christian  is  concerned  at  all 
times  with  his  behavior.  He  is 
concerned  that  his  influence  on 
others  be  for  the  best.  A  true 
Christian  does  not  think  it 
"smart"  to  drink  intoxicants. 

As  a  Christian,  one  must 
shoulder  his  share  of  responsi- 
bility in  all  worth-while  commu- 
nity projects.  He  must  budget 
his  time  to  allow  some  for  church 
work,  some  for  P.T.A.,  some  for 
volunteer  library  or  hospital 
projects.  He  must  take  his  turn 
at  Scout  work,  must  contribute 
to  the  Red  Cross  and  to  the  com- 
munity fund.  He  must  vote. 
Good  government  is  important 
to  every  one  of  us.  Christians 
should  work  for  it. 

It  is  my  job  and  yours  as 
Christians,  to  prove  to  the  com- 
munity that  being  a  Christian 
means  being  willing  to  serve, 
means  loving  all  mankind,  means 
sharing  God's  gifts.  Only  by 
working  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  the  community  can  we  get 
to  know  the  people  about  us  and 
they  to  know  us. 

Several  years  ago,  our  local 
church  considered  moving  out  of 
our  city  community,  out  tc 
"greener  fields."  A  Lutheran 
friend  remarked:  "Don't  lei 
them  go.  Don't!  Your  little 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  ouii 


When  Death  Looks  On 

Continued  from  page  11 

"I  guess  my  number  is  up. 
That's  why  the  church  and  the 
preacher  are  so  clear  in  my 
mind.  I  am  dying,  and  there  is 
nothing  they  can  do.  My  wife  is 
staying  all  night.  She  must  not 
expect  me  to  pull  through.  They 
have  drawn  the  screens  all 
around  my  bed.  If  only  I  knew 
the  preacher  a  little  better,  I'd 
have  them  call  him  now.  But 
I  am  ashamed  to  do  so.  On  days 
when    I    could    have    gone    to 

I  church,  I  went  fishing  or  driving 
or  did  other  odd  jobs  about  the 
place.  Now  I  need  him,  but  it 
doesn't  seem  right  to  call  him. 
Yet  he  has  always  been  very 
kind  and  helpful  to  me  in  spite 
of  my  carelessness." 

The  man's  eyelids  closed  and 
the  vision  of  the  church  reap- 
peared— the  spire  pointing  heav- 
enward, the  bell  ringing,  and 
behind  the  church  he  could  see 
the  cemetery  where  a  sacred 
white  stone  marked  the  grave 
of  his  daughter,  Lucille. 

It  all  came  back  to  him  again. 
Years  ago  he  and  Mrs.  Brown 
stood  in  that  church  for  their 
marriage  ceremony.  Later,  with 
many  of  their  friends,  they  fol- 
lowed a  tiny  little  white  casket 
into  that  same  church.  The  min- 
ister spoke  of  the  love  of  God  for 
the  little  children:  "Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me." 

A  moment  later  Mr.  Brown 
opened  his  eyes  and  whispered 
faintly,  "The  preacher,  call  the 
preacher;  maybe  he  can  help." 

Halfway  between  midnight 
and  morning  the  minister  quiet- 
ly entered  the  room.    The  sick 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor. 

In  the  Sunday  school  and  in  the 
home,  we  teach  our  children  that 
God  is  good  and  perfect  and  that  he 
is  the  Creator  of  all  things.  My 
problem  is  this:  When  a  small  child 
asks.  "Why  does  God  make  it  rain?" 
how  can  this  be  explained?  Even  a 
child  knows  that  four  or  five  con- 
secutive days  of  rain  are  not  neces- 
sary to  make  the  crops  grow. 

Another  question  often  asked  is 
this:  "Why  does  God  make  thunder 
and  lightning?"  I  would  appreciate 
your  help  in  explaining  these  ques- 
tions.   Thank  you. 

A  Concerned  Parent. 


Dear  Friend, 

We  all  have  difficulty  when  we 
particularize  the  activity  of  God  to 
one  segment  of  life,  be  it  an  incon- 
venient storm  or  a  destructive 
drought.  The  ways  of  nature,  like 
the  ways  of  life,  are  not  yet  oper- 
ating in  a  perfect  realm.  Personality, 
the  social  order,  and  the  natural 
world  are  not  yet  functioning  as  in 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

I  suggest  that  your  child  might  be 
helped  in  coming  to  a  natural  in- 
terpretation of  the  rain-making 
process  through  the  use  of  the  Decca 
record,  What  Makes  Rain? 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


man  was  struggling  for  his  very 
life.  His  wife  stood  close  by  the 
bed.  The  nurse  skillfully  and 
sympathetically  administered  ev- 
erything that  medical  aid  could 
offer.  To  Mr.  Brown  things 
seemed  faraway  and  unreal — 
except  the  heavy  pain  in  his 
chest,  the  coughing,  the  turning 
and  the  frantic,  half  delirious, 
restless  gasping  for  breath. 

Dimly  he  was  aware  of  the 
minister  standing  by  his  bedside. 
Now  and  then  he  felt  the  touch 
of  a  hand  upon  his  shoulder  or 
a  firm,  quiet  grip  on  his  own 
hand.  It  seemed  to  him  that  he 
heard  words — words  like  these: 
"For  God  so  loved  the  world. 
.  .  ."  "Peace,  perfect  peace." 
"My  strength  cometh  from  the 
Lord,  who  made  heaven  and 
earth." 

Gradually  it  seemed  to  him 
the  minister's  form  was  chang- 


church  and  the  other  Christian 
people  in  this  neighborhood  have 
a  job  to  do.  We  must  demonstrate 
that  we  have  found  something 
that  makes  our  lives  different, 
that  gives  our  lives  meaning.  We 
cannot  do  it  by  running  away." 
She  too  is  a  missionary. 
As  Christians,  it  is  our  respon- 


sibility to  back  and  work  for 
every  good  and  worth-while 
community  project,  for  the  sake 
of  others  and  for  him.  It  was 
Christ  himself  who  said:  "Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men 
that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  your  Father, 
which  is  in  heaven." 


ing,  disappearing,  and  in  his 
place,  behind  him,  over  him, 
stood  one  larger  than  he.  That 
One  spoke,  not  the  minister;  his 
words  were  tender  and  forgiv- 
ing, his  face  kind,  and  his  touch 
strengthening  and  healing. 

"It  is  I,"  he  said.  "Be  not 
afraid.  Lo!  I  am  with  you 
always." 

A  new  day  came  over  the  east- 
ern horizon.  A  pale,  weak  and 
tired  man,  still  lingering  be- 
tween life  and  death,  lay  relaxed 
and  quiet  upon  his  hospital  bed. 
As  he  opened  his  eyes  the  nurse 
smilingly  folded  back  the  screen, 
and  placing  the  mask  upon  the 
oxygen  tank  she  turned  to  get 
a  glass  of  cool,  fresh  water.  Mrs. 
Brown  smiled  into  her  husband's 
eyes,  as  he  whispered,  very  soft- 
ly, "The  Lord  is  my  strength  and 
my  salvation." 

Praying    for    Peace 

Continued  from  page  5 

God's  guidance  for  our  times. 
Prayer  should  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a  movement  toward 
peace.  But  it  is  not  enough. 
Prayer  changes  things  if  we  are 
willing  to  let  God  change  them 
through  us.  And  that  means 
action  as  well  as  prayer. 
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obetmen  Uocbiines  in  tlte   flew  Huwinal 


THE  new  Brethren  hymnal  is 
being  designed  primarily  as 
an  aid  to  lead  us  into  the 
presence  of  God  in  the  experi- 
ence of  group  worship.  Quite 
naturally,  it  will  serve  also  to 
strengthen  our  ideals  and  to 
deepen  our  motives  of  service  as 
growing  Christians.  In  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
great  hymns  of  the  church  func- 
tion as  teacher,  uplifter,  crusad- 
er, rebuker  and  director  of 
human  spirits.  So,  the  hymnal 
should  encourage  and  enrich  our 
worship  while  it  instructs  and 
challenges  us  to  move  forward 
in  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

From  the  standpoint  of  doc- 
trine, it  is  essential  to  approach 
the  building  of  a  hymnal  with 
the  purpose  of  making  it  provide 
a  balanced  view  of  the  basic  New 
Testament  teachings.  It  is  im- 
portant to  do  this  on  as  widely 
an  inclusive  base  as  possible, 
giving  the  emphasis  in  propor- 
tion to  the  significance  of  the 
doctrine.  For  the  most  part,  such 
a  goal  is  not  difficult  to  achieve. 
Indeed,  there  seem  to  be  ample 
hymns  to  present  a  varied,  bal- 
anced picture  of  the  major,  gen- 
eral Christian  doctrines.  We  feel 
that  this  is  accomplished  in  the 
Brethren  hymnal. 

Very  well,  you  say,  but  what 
about  its  adequacy  in  the  area 
of  Brethren  theology?  Will 
there  be  good  coverage  of  our 
ordinances  and  doctrines?  The 
answer  is  as  good  as  could  be 
found  in  the  present  treasure 
chest  of  Christian  hymns.  A  few 
qualifications  and  descriptions 
can  be  given  that  bear  upon  this 
answer. 

First,  it  is  necessary  to  say 
that  Brethren  theology  is  not 
something  separate  or  apart 
from  the  main  stream  of  Chris- 
tian thinking.   We  can  claim  no 


Loren  Bowman 

Pastor,  Wenatchee,  Washington 
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unique  hold  on  divine  truth. 
Rather,  Brethren  have  a  way  of 
looking  at  life,  a  special  combi- 
nation of  values,  or  a  certain 
synthesis  of  New  Testament 
teachings.  It  is  doubtful  wheth- 
er Brethren  have  a  theology  in 
any  systematic  sense  of  the 
word.  Historically  we  have  not 
emphasized  theology,  but  have 
stressed  the  practical,  everyday 
demonstration  of  the  "good  life." 
We  have  tried  to  develop  a  com- 
posite view  of  New  Testament 
teachings  and  to  define  a  pecu- 
liar manner  of  life,  but  we  have 
not  attempted  to  create  a  theo- 
logical system.  It  is  important 
that  this  be  remembered  as  the 
word  theology  is  used  in  this 
article. 

Secondly,  it  is  necessary  to  say 
that  Brethren  have  not  written 
widely  of  their  ordinances  'in 
poetic  language.  This  means,  of 
course,  that  there  are  limited 
hymns  on  our  distinctive  prac- 
tices such  as  feet  washing,  the 
fellowship  meal  and  the  anoint- 
ing. Symbols  of  service,  the 
towel,  the  Lord's  Supper,  bap- 
tism and  healing  are  found  in 
numerous  hymns.  However,  the 
teaching  of  these  symbols  is  not 
always  implicitly  descriptive  of 
our  practice.  Faced  with  this 
problem,  an  early  request  went 
out  to  Brethren  writers  for 
hymn-poems  that  would  touch 
on  these  "distinctive  ordinances" 
of  the   church.    Some  response 


came  from  different  sections  of 
the  Brotherhood,  and  there  are 
some  new  hymns  by  Brethren 
writers  that  will  meet  this  need 
in  a  more  adequate  fashion  than 
those  in  the  present  hymnal. 
The  response  was  far  from  ade- 
quate, and  there  is  still  genuine 
need  for  poetic  expressions 
which  define  our  Brethren  prac- 
tices. 

Thirdly,  it  is  possible  to  say 
that  the  major  ideals  and  teach- 
ings of  the  church  find  adequate 
support  in  the  wide  selection  of 
hymns  which  will  appear  in  the 
new  hymnal.  If  there  is  some 
lack  on  our  peculiar  practices, 
there  is  real  adequacy  in  the 
fields  of  brotherhood,  service, 
peace,  fellowship,  pure  living, 
and  personal  devotion.  There 
are  strong  hymns  on  the  cross, 
the  redemptive  work  of  Christ, 
and  the  Christian  church.  These, 
and  many  other  great  doctrines, 
find  noble  expression  in  the  new 
hymnal.  In  some  cases  they 
could  be  made  stronger  if  the 
language  could  reveal  a  more 
modern  setting,  but  these  great 
concerns  regarding  the  good  life 
for  ourselves  and  our  world  are 
well  represented  and  well  ex- 
pressed. And  these  ideals  are  at 
the  heart  of  our  Brethren  beliefs. 
They  are  our  theology,  histori- 
cally and  practically  speaking. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  our 
conviction  that  you  will  find 
the  hymnal  adequate.  Our  ma- 
jor doctrines  and  ideals  are 
strengthened  and  supported. 

NEXT   WEEK 

Outlook  for  War  or  Peace,  by 
Lorell  Weiss. 

Straws  in  the  Census,  by  Martin 

Schroeder. 

Living  Water  (second  in  the  series. 
These  Met  Jesus),  by  Ernest 
Muntzing. 

Our  Commodity  Surpluses,  by 
Fred  W.  Smith. 


Power  for  Service 
I.  W.  Lear 

MAN  has  always  coveted 
power.  The  desire  crops 
out  in  early  childhood. 
To  use  power  lawfully  and  for 
the  common  good  is  honorable. 
Selfish  use  of  power  produces 
friction  and  discord. 

Organizations  may  be  tempted 
to  usurp  authority  and  impose 
restrictions  upon  individuals. 
This  may  be  done  with  good 
intentions;  then,  too,  with 
ulterior  motives.  Individuals, 
too,  with  selfish  ambitions,  may 
impose  themselves  on  the  group 
and  drive  for  pompous  leader- 
ship. A  small  group  may  lord 
it  over  large  populations  and 
hold  the  balance  of  power. 

Similar  situations  may  creep 
into  religious  circles.  The  proc- 
ess of  ordination  tends  to  give 
license  in  this  direction.  A  pom- 
pous individual  may  use  the 
occasion  for  control  and  man- 
agement. In  the  hands  of  spirit- 
filled  capable  individuals  only 
good  may  result.  There  is  dan- 
ger, however,  that  setting  apart 
an  individual  or  a  small  group 
may  be  the  occasion  to  lord  it 
over  rather  than  to  serve  the 
community. 

It  is  obvious  that  when  Paul 
suggested  that  "elders  be  ap- 
pointed in  all  of  the  churches" 
he   was  not   attempting  to   set 


About  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


White  Witch  Doctor.  Louise  A. 
Stinetorf.  Westminster  Press,  1950. 
276  pages.   $3.00. 

This  book  is  a  missionary  novel. 
It  is  based  on  fact  although  most 
of  the  characters  are  fictitious.  Ellen 
Burton,  the  chief  character,  is  a 
"real  person"  in  the  sense  that  she 
embodies  the  truth  of  experience 
and  circumstance  which  the  majori- 
ty of  missionaries  face  on  the  mis- 
sion field.  She  was  a  brave  soul 
who  looked  life  and  her  fellow  mis- 
sionaries straight  in  the  face.  She 
did  not  permit  herself  to  be  bound 
down  by  conventions  and  mores, 
at  least  not  for  long.  She  went  out 
to  the  Congo  when  past  the  usual 
age,  "armed  only  with  a  sense  of 
humor,  an  uncanny  knack  for  pray- 
ing with  a  scalpel  in  her  hand,  and 
a  love  of  people  that  could  not  be 
limited  by  the  color  of  skin."  The 
author  has  done  a  clever  and  most 
effective  thing  as  she  attacks  the 
insidious  authority  and  love  of  power 
which  are  often  found  at  a  mission 
station. — Anetta  C.  Mow. 


The  Reformation  of  the  Churches. 
James  H.  Leuba.  Beacon  Press, 
1950.    219  pages.    $2.75. 

James  H.  Leuba  demonstrates 
through  scientific  research  that 
man's  faith  in  the  churches  as  they 
now  exist  and  in  the  traditional 
understanding  of  God  is  wavering. 
In  fact,  he  finds  that  disbelief  is 
very  common  in  all  areas  of  Amer- 
ican life.  He  believes,  however,  that 
even  among  the  confused  and 
doubting  there  is  a  faith  in  the 
unprovability  of  man  and  a  desire 
that  society  shall  become  better.  He 
believes  that  this  urge  to  improve- 
ment and  to  the  good  can  be  utilized 
by  the  churches  if  they  will  enter 
into  a  complete  reformation.  He 
believes  the  churches  as  they  are 
now  constituted  cannot  continue 
much  longer  to  render  significant 
help.  But  if  reformed  in  a  manner 
as  drastic  as  that  brought  about  by 
Martin  Luther,  they  might  again 
render  leadership  for  the  peaceful 
and  the  abundant  life,  he  insists. — 
Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 


up  a  church  hierarchy  or  a  gov- 
ernment by  ecclesiastics.  Rath- 
er, he  was  thinking  to  provide 
a  system  of  administration  which 
would  serve  the  community  of 
believers  and  raise  the  effici- 
ency and  power  of  the  total 
group.  I  dare  say,  he  had  no 
thought  of  a  powerful  episco- 
pacy,    but     simply,     a     strong, 


healthy  democracy. 

Orders  from  the  group  to  cer- 
tain individuals  should  not  be 
interpreted  as  a  personal  privi- 
lege to  establish  prestige.  Cred- 
it comes  not  through  the  act  of 
ordination  but  in  the  wake  of 
humble  service.  "I  am  among 
you  as  one  who  serveth,"  said 
our  Master. 


Invocation  for  Another  Conference 

Continued  from  page  9 

There  is  some  Christian  dignity  in  that. 

What  if  we  really  did  it? 

What  if  we  dropped  our  conferences  and  our 

high-level  politics 
and  our  big-time  lectures  and  our  capital 

investments 
and  went  out  among  the  people 
as  brothers  and  men  of  God — 
Might  we  find  the  divine  spark  in  our  own  time? 
Might  we  not  find  followers, 
hundreds,  then  thousands,  our  brothers  and 

fellow  men? 


What  if  we  touched  the  chord  that  set  the  chorus? 
What  if  we  uttered  the  word  that  started  the 

prayer? 
All  the  longing  of  the  people 
whom  we  have  left  behind, 
all  the  hope  of  men 
who  yet  may  seek, 
all  the  profound  yearning 
of  the  children  of  God — 
waiting  to  be  set  in  motion. 

What  if  we  dared? 

— O  brethren, 
let  us  pray. 
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Registrations  for  the  Constituting  Conven- 
tion for  the  National  Council  of  Churches  to 
be  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Nov.  28  to  Dec.  1, 
are  being  received  in  the  offices  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board.  The  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren has  been  allotted  a  quota  of  sixty-three 
persons.  If  you  are  interested  in  attending  this 
historic  convention,  write  soon  to  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  for  certification  as  a  visiting 
delegate. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 


Licensed  to  the  ministry  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Arnold  Naff  in  the  Red  Oak  Grove  church,  Va. 

Ray  E.  Zook  informs  us  that  his  address  has  been 
changed  from  R.  1,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  to  Garrison,  Iowa. 

Northeastern  Ohio  has  elected  Wilmer  A.  Petry, 
Kenneth  Hollinger  and  L.  B.  Oaks  as  delegates  to  Stand- 
ing Committee  for  the  1951  Annual  Conference. 

Yuba  City  church.  Calif.,  has  completed  the  con- 
struction of  its  new  parsonage,  and  the  pastor,  Lee  G. 
Whipple,  is  now  living  in  it.  His  new  address  is  1001 
Kimball  Ave.,  Yuba  City,  Calif. 

Arthur  Myers,  40  Magnolia,  Sebring,  Fla.,  would  like 
to  secure  a  copy  of  the  book  entitled  The  Life  of  Elder 
John  Metzger.  Anyone  having  a  copy  of  this  book  and 
wishing  to  contact  Bro.  Myers  can  reach  him  at  the 
above  address. 

The  Eastern  District  of  Maryland  has  elected  Breth- 
ren Jacob  F.  Replogle  and  McKinley  Coffman  to  repre- 
sent them  on  Standing  Committee  of  the  1951 
Conference.  Brethren  Harold  Z.  Bomberger  and  Carl  F. 
Smith  are  alternates. 

New  Fairview  congregation.  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  will  have  a  dedication  service  for  the 
Yorkana  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Oct.  15,  1950,  at 
2:30  p.m.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
Anyone  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

Blue  Ridge  church,  W.  Va.,  will  hold  its  home- 
coming on  Sunday,  Nov.  15.  A  basket  dinner  will  be 
served  at  noon.  Bro.  Kenneth  E.  McDowell,  the  pastor, 
will  bring  the  morning  message  and  Bro.  Merlin  Garber 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  will  speak  in  the  afternoon. 

James  Renz,  temperance  director,  will  give  approxi- 
mately one  third  of  his  time  to  the  temperance  work 
of  the  church  and  two  thirds  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
Naperville  church,  111.,  under  a  co-operative  agreement 
reached  by  the  Christian  Education  Commission  of  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  and  the  Naperville  church. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  Bro.  Renz  to  limit  his  appear- 
ances largely  to  district  and  regional  groups.  He  will 
continue  to  produce  literature  and  give  guidance  to 
our  temperance  program.  Correspondence  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  him  at  his  home,  133  W.  Benton  St.,  Naper- 
ville, 111.,  or  to  the  office  at  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.— 
Raymond  R.  Peters,  General  Secretary. 
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Word  has  been  received  that  Leonard  and  Betty 
Blickenstaff,  missionaries  to  India,  have  a  new  son, 
Kenneth  Charles,  who  was  born  Sept.  21.  The  Blicken- 
staffs  also  have  a  daughter  and  a  son. 

In  a  letter  from  E.  G.  Diehm,  clerk  of  Northeastern 
Ohio,  he  states:  "The  district  adopted  a  goal  of  $30,000 
for  the  general  program  within  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
and  $10,200  as  the  budget  for  district  work." 

All  mail  intended  for  the  secretary  of  the  ministerial 
commission  of  the  First  District  of  West  Virginia  should 
be  addressed  to  M.  L.  Riggleman,  Rock  Oak,  W.  Va., 
instead  of  Emra  T.  Fike,  432  W.  State  St.,  Terra  Alta, 
W.  Va. 

Missionaries  to  China,  Bessie  Crim  and  Mary 
Schaeffer,  arrived  in  the  States  from  China  on  Sept.  28. 
Sister  Schaeffer  will  be  at  the  Mission  House,  Elgin, 
111.,  for  the  present,  and  Sister  Crim  is  in  Bethany 
Hospital,  Chicago,  for  a  check  up.  She  will  go  on  to 
Ohio  later,  if  her  health  permits. 

First  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Bro.  D.  Alfred 
Replogle,  pastor,  calls  attention  to  the  location  of  their 
new  church  parsonage  at  6823  Sherman  St.,  German- 
town,  Pa.  The  church  would  also  like  to  learn  of  the 
presence  of  any  Brethren  in  the  city  who  are  relatives 
or  friends  of  Brethren  outside  the  city. 

Ralph  W.  Sockman  has  returned  to  the  air  waves  for 
his  fifteenth  year  as  presiding  minister  of  the  National 
Radio  Pulpit.  This  program  is  heard  over  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  at  10:00-10:30  E.S.T.,  on  Sunday. 
The  topics  for  the  three  broadcasts  in  October  are  Is 
America  Coming  of  Age?  (Oct.  15),  Make  Up  Your 
Mind  (Oct.  22),  and  Faith  Equal  to  Emergencies  (Oct. 
29). 

A  special  issue  of  the  International  Journal  of  Reli- 
gious Education  will  be  devoted  to  the  theme,  The 
Home  and  the  Church,  in  October.  There  will  be  not 
only  general  discussion  of  the  theme,  but  specific  helps 
for  parents  and  religious  education  workers  including 
a  comprehensive  list  of  resources.  Extra  copies  of  the 
journal  may  be  ordered  in  advance  from  the  journal 
office. 

Bro.  E.  Paul  Weaver,  who  is  district  peace  director 
in  Middle  Indiana  and  also  chairman  of  the  commission 
on  national  legislation  for  the  Indiana  Council  of 
Churches,  has  urged  the  churches  in  his  district  to  set 
aside  one  day  for  writing  letters  and  cards  to  people 
who  can  do  something  about  opposing  universal  mili- 
tary training.  There  is  still  danger  that  during  the 
present  emergency  UMT  may  be  quickly  passed. 

McPherson  College 

Enrollment  for  this  year  has  been  good.  The  reports 
from  most  of  the  colleges  of  the  Midwestern  area  show 
a  definite  decline  from  the  number  of  students  last  year. 
McPherson  College  has  an  increase  in  enrollment  which 
amounts  to  more  than  nine  per  cent  of  last  year's  en- 
rollment. The  regular  school  body  consists  of  143  fresh- 
men, 86  sophomores,  59  juniors,  and  55  seniors.  In 
addition  there  are  33  special  students  and  68  pre-college 
students  taking  full-  or  part-time  work. 

Inlercullural  understanding  is  growing  rapidly  on 
the  campus  with  students  from  many  lands  among  the 
"college  family."   Four  men  students  come  from  Samoa, 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Shoring   the   Christian  Life 


one  from  India,  one  from  Hawaii,  one  from  Germany, 
and  four  from  Iran.  One  of  our  two  international  ladies 
comes  from  Japan,  and  one  from  Puerto  Rico.  The  girl 
from  Puerto  Rico  is  one  of  the  first  five  natives  of  that 
land  to  join  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  through  the 
work  of  our  service  and  mission  representatives  in  her 
country. 

The  formal  faculty  reception  for  the  students  was 
held  Sept.  8.  After  the  reception  and  a  short  program 
in  the  physical  education  building  the  group  went  to 
the  president's  home  for  refreshments  and  a  social  time. 

Night  courses  are  being  offered  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  community.  About  fifty  persons  are  enrolled  in  this 
program.  The  classes  offered  include  short  story,  prin- 
ciples of  education,  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  chil- 
dren's literature,  marriage  and  the  family,  woodworking 
problems,  and  child  psychology.  Regular  college  credit 
is  given  for  work  done  in  these  courses. 

The  McPherson  Bulldogs  have  been  getting  into  con- 
dition and  developing  as  a  team  during  these  opening 
weeks  of  school.  Aproximately  fifty  men  have  turned 
out  for  Coach  Woodard's  squad.  Prospects  for  the  year 
look  promising. 

McPherson  students  are  musical.  About  twenty-five 
per  cent  of  the  student  body  participate  in  some  kind  of 
musical  activity.  Several  choirs,  quartets,  trios  and  the 
band  all  contribute  to  this  student  growth  and 
development. 

President  Biltinger  has  been  extremely  active  in  the 
field  since  his  arrival  in  McPherson.  He  has  been  in 
great  demand  as  a  speaker  at  various  special  events. 
His  activities  of  the  last  three  weeks  include  a  meeting 
of  the  Annual  Conference  Program  Committee  in  Elgin; 
Southern  Iowa  district  meeting  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa; 
Kansas  College  presidents'  meeting  at  Wichita,  Kansas; 
Northeastern  Kansas  district  meeting;  and  the  South- 
western Kansas  district  meeting.  He  reports  that  en- 
thusiasm for  the  school  program  is  high  in  the  field  as 
well  as  on  the  campus. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  C.  E.  Zunkel  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  First  church,  Canton, 
Ohio,  Oct.  22-29. 

Bro.  Dorsey  E.  Rot  ruck  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  .the  Cherry  Lane 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  30— Nov.  12. 

Bro.  Olen  B.  Landis  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the  Shanks  house, 
Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa.,  Oct.  29 — Nov.  12. 

Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Indian 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  Oct.  15-29. 

Bro.  Frank  E.  Nies  of  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  in  the  Pleasant  Plains 
church,  Okla.,  Oct.  23 — Nov.  5. 

Elder  Francis  P.  Litton  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Bareville 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  12-26. 

Bro.  E.  S.  Coffman  of  Dayton,  Va.,  in  the  Bassett  church,  Va., 
Oct.  15-22. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  Union  Center 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  5-19. 

Bro.  Kenneth  I.  Morse  in  the  Roanoke  church.  La.,  Nov.  19-26. 

Bro.  Harold  Miller  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  in  the  Harris  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  15-22. 

Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  University 
Park  church,  Md.,  Nov.  5-12. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Brick  church,  Va. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Hamilton  church,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  in  the  Indian  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Winter  Park  church,  Fla. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Brothersvalley  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Kansas. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,   Canton,   Ohio. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Lena  church, 
111. 

Three  baptized  and  eight  reconsecrated  in  the  Nocona  church, 
Texas. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Cherry  Lane 
church.  Pa. 


One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Richmond 
church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Goshen  City 
church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Nappanee 
church,  Ind. 

Eleven  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Mansfield 
church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Red  Oak 
Grove  church,  Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  October  15 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Using  the  Bible. — Psa.  19:7-11;  Acts  8: 
26-39;  2  Tim.  3:14-17.  Memory  Selection:  Thy  word  have  I 
hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  sin  against  thee.    Psa.  119:  11. 

CBYF  Topic  for  October,  Exploring  the  Bible. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Central  Region. — North  Manchester,  Ind.,   Oct.   16-19. 
Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.   10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
California,  Northern. — Modesto,  Oct.   19-22. 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Kansas.  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  20-22. 
Kansas,  Southeastern. — Scott  Valley,  Oct.  20-22. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western. — Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,  Oct.  20-28. 
Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  Middle. — Woodbury,  Oct.  17-19. 
Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. — 

Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Pa.,  Nov.  7,  8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — Meyersdale,  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington.— Seattle,  Nov.  15-19. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
California 
Oct.  22,  6  pm.  Santa  Ana. 
Florida 

Nov.  4,  Jacksonville. 

Illinois 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Panther  Creek. 
Nov.  17,  Allison  Prairie. 

Indiana 
Oct.  14,  Fairview. 
Oct.  14,  Lafayette. 
Oct.   14,  Osceola. 
Oct.  14,  7:30  pm,  Wawaka. 
Oct.   14,   7:30  pm,   Windfall. 
Oct.  14,  7:30  pm.  Buck  Creek. 
Oct.  16,  Eel  River. 
Oct.  16,  6:30  pm,  Mexico. 
Oct.  19,  Nappanee. 
Oct.  21,  Brick. 
Oct.  28,  Howard. 
Oct.  28,  Laporte. 
Oct.  29,  7:30  pm,  Muncie. 
Nov.  14,  Yellow  Creek. 
Nov.  20,  Plymouth. 
Iowa 
Oct.  20,  Libertyville. 

Kansas 
Oct.  29,   7:30  pm,   Belleville. 
Nov.    6,    7:30   pm,    Scott   Valley 

Community. 

Maryland 
Oct.    14,    5:30    pm,    Brownsville. 
Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Fairview. 
Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
Oct.      21,      6:30     pm,      Meadow 

Branch. 
Oct.  22,  6:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  2:30  pm,  Longmeadow. 
Oct.  29,  Flower  Hill. 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 

Ohio 
Oct.  15,  Brookville. 
Oct.  21,  7  pm.  Gratis. 
Nov.  11,  7:30  pm,  Salem. 
Nov.  18,  Beaver  Creek. 

Oklahoma 
Nov.  6,  Pleasant  Plains. 


Pennsylvania 

Oct.   14,   Skippack. 
Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 
Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Bareville. 
Oct.  14,  2  pm,  Conestoga. 
Oct.  14,  15,  Schuylkill,  Big  Dam 
Oct.  14,  15,  Springville,  Mohler. 
Oct.  14,  15,  10  am,  West  Cones- 
toga,  Middle  Creek. 
Oct.    14,    15,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Springs. 
Oct.  15,  Lower  Claar. 
Oct.  15,  6  pm,  Hanover. 
Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Beachdale. 
Oct.  15,  7  pm,  Mt.  Joy. 
Oct.   15,   7:30  pm,   Philadelphia, 

Bethany. 
Oct.  18,  19,  1:30  pm,  White  Oak, 

Longenecker. 
Oct.  21,  1:30  pm,  Heidelberg. 
Oct.  21,  2:30  pm,  Rouzerville. 
Oct.    21,    22,     1:30    pm,    Upper 

Conewago. 
Oct.  22,  New  Fairview. 
Oct.  22,   Spring  Mount. 
Oct.  22,   Upper   Codorus,   Black 

Rock. 
Oct.  22,  6  pm,  Maiden  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  2  pm,  Akron. 
Oct.  28,  6:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  29,  10:15  am.  Big  Swa- 

tara,  Hanoverdale. 
Oct.  29,  6:30  pm,  Mt.  Olivet. 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Leamersville. 
Oct.     29,     7:30     pm,     Mechanic 

Grove. 
Nov.  4,  1:30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 
Nov.  12,  Cherry  Grove. 
Nov.  12,  10:15  am,  Shrewsbury. 
Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Germantown. 
Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Virginia 
Oct.  14,  Bassett. 
Oct.  14,  7  pm,  Pleasant  Valley. 
Oct.  21,  6:30  pm,  Bethlehem. 
Nov.  19,  5  pm,  Roanoke,  Ninth. 

West  Virginia 
Oct.  21,  Old  Furnace. 
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European  Program  Still  Appreciated 


THIS  letter  of  appreciation  was 
received  recently  in  the  Breth- 
ren Service  office  from  Ger- 
many. It  was  written  in  English  and 
reads  as  follows: 

July  20.  1950 
Dear  Christian  friends  in  Elgin! 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  ago. 
but  we  did  not  forget  that  my  fami- 
ly and  I  got  a  sign  of  Christian  love 
from  you.  It  was  a  gift  of  food  from 
Brethren  Service.  At  that  time  no- 
where I  could  buy  those  things  for 
my  little  ones  which  I  received  from 
you  by  our  clergyman  and  which 
brought  much  gladness  to  us,  that  I 
must  thank  you  still  yet.  At  thai 
time  I  witnessed,  as  a  man  who  had 
no  resources  in  the  years  of  famine, 
something  from  the  solidarity  of 
Christian  people  which  goes  even 
over  the  ocean. 

I  did  not  write  up  to  now,  where 
things  go  a  little  better,  because  I 
did  not  want  to  be  a  beggar. 

Let  us  further  stand  together  and 
brave  the  assault  of  the  godless 
bolshevism.  Many  of  us  here  are 
anxious  for  the  terrible  vision  of  a 
new  war  and  you  may  understand 
my  sorrows  when  I  tell  you  that  I 
live  here  with  my  wife  and  my  three 
children  in  only  few  miles  distance 
from  the  iron  curtain  of  the  Soviets. 

I  send  you  my  greetings  from  a 
thankful  heart  I 

Karl  Ernst 
Lubeck  (24) 
Germany 

Recently  to  New  Windsor,  Md., 
came  a  letter  from  Kassel,  Ger- 
many, expressing  gratefulness  for 
food  which  had  been  sent  to  one 
of  the  institutions  for  the  aged 
there: 

We  have  received  your  rich  dona- 
tion of  valuable  food  ...  It  does  so 
much  good  to  all  these  people,  ex- 
pelled from  their  countries  and 
bombed  out,  who  had  to  go  through 
so  many  frustrations  in  their  old 
age,  until  they  finally  found  a  home 
for  the  last  distance  of  their  life.  I 
wish  you  could  have  seen  their  old 
eyes  shining  when  I  told  them  about 
your  present! 


At  the  present  time  we  have  sev- 
enty-seven inhabitants.  Forty-sev- 
en of  them  have  been  expelled  from 
their  home  countries  (by  Potsdam 
Agreement  and  political  pressure) 
and  twenty-seven  have  lost  their 
homes  and  possessions  through  the 
bombs.  Each  of  them  is  bearing  his 
"special  cross."  Some  are  almost 
blind,  others  are  deaf  or  lame  or 
menially  defected.  Twenty-two  are 
of  the  ages  between  eighty  and 
ninety  and  thirty- five  are  between 
seventy  and  eighty  .  .  . 

Our  institution  started  in  1946  out 
of  a  refugee  camp.  The  old  people 
needed  care  .  .  . 

May  the  Lord  bless  you.  In  the 
name  of  our  whole  institution  we 
are  sending  you  our  heartfelt  greet- 
ing and  we  thank  you  very  much 
once  more. 

Maria  Axenfeld 
Wolfhagen,  Bes.  Kassel, 
Germany. 

Rev.  Donald  F.  Hursh,  former  pas- 
tor of  the  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  church, 
sends  this  note  of  thanks  from  Egon 
Veeser,  one  of  our  German  high 
school  students  who  has  spent  the 


past  year  in  the  United  States.  His  J 
request  was  that  it  be  published  in) 
the  Messenger. 

September  4,  1950 

Before    I   return   to    Germany 
October,  I  want  to  thank  the  Churc 
of  the  Brethren  for  making  my 
ing  to  this  country  possible.   I  wa 
to  thank  the  Brethren  families  wilt 
whom  I  have  stayed  while  here 
all  they  have  done  for  me — Dr.  B 
ton  Mefzler  and  family,  McPhersoi 
Kansas,  with  whom  I  stayed  for  si) 
months,  and  also,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lv 
ther  Hall  and  family,  Shippensburg 
Pa.,   with   whom   I   stayed   for  fivii 
months.    Also   I  wish   to   thank  : 
other  individuals  who  have  taken  i 
interest   in   me,  and   whose  friend 
ships    have    contributed    greatly   ±<B 
making  my  stay  in  this  country 
pleasant  one — one  that  will  never  i 
forgotten. 

After  a  year  of  making  relief  di; 
tributions  in  Europe,  Mary  Coppoc 
Brethren  Service  worker  in  Kai 
Germany,   writes: 

It    is    difficult    to    summarize 
feelings      about      the      contribufic 
B.S.C.  has  made  in  this  part  of  Geil 


A  smile  reveals 
some  of  the  happi- 
ness this  German 
girl  feels  as  she 
expresses  her  ap- 
preciation for  the 
winter  coat  she  has 
just  received  from 
Mrs.  Eldon  Burke, 
one  of  our  B.S.C. 
workers  whose  com- 
ments appear  on 
these  pages. 
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aany  this  past  year.  At  first  the 
teed  seemed  so  great  that  no 
unount  could  make  any  appreciable 
oniribution.  But  I  am  confident 
hat  it  has  made  a  most  wonderful 
me.  Some  reports  of  the  work  reach 
is  by  such  circuitous  routes  that 
■yen  though  we  feel  it  has  been  sig- 
lificant  I  think  we  are  far  too  close 
o  it  to  realize  its  importance  to 
mndreds  of  persons.  My  humble 
ippreciation  to  all  of  you  there  who 
nake  this  work  possible. 

The  comment  below  is  from  the 
[iary  of  Mrs.  Eldon  Burke  who  has 
erved  as  a  B.S.C.  worker  in  Ger- 
nany  for  more  than  three  years: 

I  don't  think  I  have  ever  seen  the 
German  people  so  discouraged  as 
hey  are  now.  This  is  due  to  three 
hings: 

(1)  The  announcement  that  no 
nore  prisoners  will  be  sent  back 
rom  Russia  —  this  caused  a  million 
>eople  to  go  into  mourning. 

(2)  The  decision  of  Russia  and 
?oland  to  consider  the  Oder-Neisse 
ine  as  the  permanent  western  bor- 
ler  for  them  which  meant  that  all 
•efugees  lost  all  hope  of  returning  to 
heir  homes. 

(3)  The  war  in  Korea  which  makes 
sveryone  nervous  and  afraid.  Sev- 
eral have  told  me  that  if  war  breaks 
>ut  here  they  will  take  their  lives  as 
hey  cannot   live   through   it   again. 

There  is  also  a  great  unrest  among 
the  refugees. 

Dr.  Joseph  Reiter,  himself  a  refu- 
gee and  chief  doctor  at  the  Thalham 
tuberculosis  hospital  in  Austria, 
which  B.S.C.  assisted  in  establish- 
ing, last  Christmas  wrote  to  Rose- 
mary Block,  the  B.S.C.  worker  and 
aurse  in  Austria,  a  letter  from 
which  these  two  paragraphs  are 
taken: 

The  festival  of  the  birth  of  our 
Savior,  at  which  time  the  birth  of 
the  true  idea  of  brotherhood  and 
peace  will  also  be  celebrated,  is  al- 
ways an  occasion  for  the  entire  hu- 
nan  race  who  are  searching  for 
peace  and  spiritual  rest.  In  the  great 
:haos  of  hatred  in  our  century  when 
>eople  and  nations  are  fighting  each 
>ther  to  the  point  of  annihilation, 
Christianity  is  the  only  anchor  and 
he  only  hope. 

Your  very  commendable  congre- 
ration  of  believers  have,  through  the 
brethren  Service  Commission,  dem- 
•nstrated  this  Christianity  to  the 
vorld  in  the  noblest  and  most  dis- 
inguished  way.  It  has  especially 
liven  back  to  our  patients  and  their 
elatives,  as  well  as  all  the  Volks- 
leutsche  refugees,  their  almost  lost 
>elief  regarding  the  saving  of  hu- 
manity.  Your  activities  and  actions 


These  ladies,  mem- 
bers of  an  old  folks' 
home  in  Germany, 
are  grateful,  too. 
for  the  blankets 
and  food  the  Breth- 
ren have  contrib- 
uted. Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Eldon  Burke  have 
given  much  of  their 
time  to  this  project. 


also  allow  the  entire  population  of 
the  United  States  to  be  shown  in  the 
best  light.  Your  active  love  in  God's 
name  and  your  generosity  shall  be 
praised  as  the  highest  virtue  of  the 
present  century. 

Those  Airplane   Trips 

The  question.  Why  do  Brethren 
Service  people  travel  by  airplane  so 
much? 

The  answer.  They  don't  travel  by 
airplane  so  much.  When  they  do, 
it  is  to  save  money  or  time  or  both. 

The  explanation.  It  is  reported 
that  the  women's  leaders  in  a  large 
and  prosperous  district  recently  had 
an  indignation  meeting  because 
Brethren  Service  spends  so  much 
money  sending  workers  to  Europe 
by  plane. 

This  reminds  the  writer  of  an  in- 
cident a  year  ago  when,  in  a  public 
meeting,  a  leading  pastor  asked  why 
the  first  group  of  Brethren  Volun- 
teer Service  assignees  to  Europe  had 
been  sent  by  plane.  He  said,  "Mis- 
sionaries travel  to  and  from  their 
fields  by  boat.  I  wonder  why  these 
Brethren  Service  volunteers  did  not 
do  the  same.  Is  it  because,  being  so 
young,  they  have  not  yet  learned  to 
sacrifice  as  missionaries  have?" 

The  answer  in  that  case  was  easy. 
The  volunteers  had  been  sent  by 
plane  because  Brethren  Service 
saved  $60  per  person  over  what  it 
would  have  cost  to  send  them  by 
boat. 

By  the  way,  missionaries  do  not 
always  travel  by  boat  either.  In 
these  days  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
them  to  fly.  But,  when  they  do,  it  is 
because  they  need  to  save  time  or 
because  boat  passage  is  difficult  or 
impossible   to   secure. 

These  questions  and  criticisms 
arise  because  it  is  still  generally 
thought  that  plane  travel  is  always 
an  extravagant  luxury.  This  is  not 
true.  First-class  plane  travel  is  still 
expensive  and  is  avoided  as  much 
as  possible  by  Brethren  Service.  In 
sending  groups  of  young  people  to 


Europe  for  the  summer,  it  is  possible 
to  arrange  for  special  flights  at  a 
rate  cheaper  than  ship  travel.  That 
is  the  way  our  volunteers  and  work 
campers  usually  travel.  Further- 
more, the  work  campers  travel  at 
their  own  expense. 

Here  at  home  there  is  a  new  type 
of  plane  travel  generally  known  as 
"air  coach."  It  is  approximately  as 
cheap  as  train  travel  at  clergy  fare 
plus  upper  berth  and  meals.  The 
disadvantage  of  "air  coach"  travel 
is  that  it  is  usually  scheduled  be- 
tween midnight  and  morning  and 
means  loss  of  sleep. 

When  Brethren  Service  staff 
members  fly,  which  is  not  very 
often,  they  try  to  use  "air  coach"  as 
much  as  possible  and  spend  no  more 
money  than  by  train.  On  the  rare 
occasions  when  they  fly  at  the  more 
expensive  rate,  it  is  because  of  the 
urgency  of  business. 

Actually  they  fly  little  either  way. 
One  member  has  never  flown  since 
he  joined  the  staff.  Another  has 
averaged  one  coach  flight  a  year. 
Even  those  who  fly  a  little  more 
often  have  only  so  much  money  to 
spend  for  travel  and,  in  the  interest 
of  their  work,  must  make  that 
money  go  as  far  as  possible. 

Supporters  of  Brethren  Service 
can  do  a  good  turn  by  correcting 
false  impressions  or  reports  on  this 
subject. 

Christmas    Towel    Kits 

W.  Ray  Kyle  of  the  New  Windsor 
center  announces  that  the  Christmas 
towel  kit  project  is  being  promoted 
again  this  year.  Full  information 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  pastors  and 
local  Brethren  Service  representa- 
tives before  this  appears  in  print. 
As  the  kits  must  be  shipped  to  New 
Windsor  by  November  10,  there  is 
need  for  haste. 

Gifts  to  this  worthy  project  are  in 
addition  to  Brotherhood  Fund  giv- 
ing, not  a  substitute  for  it. 


OCTOBER    14.    1950 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


The  Brotherhood  Theme  adopted 
by  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Grand 
Rapids.  Michigan,  June,  1950.  Am- 
plified with  suggested  methods  and 
resources. 

OCEAN  GROVE  Annual  Confer- 
ence adopted  for  the  year  of 
1949-1950  the  theme,  "Deepen- 
ing the  Spiritual  Life."  There  is 
abundant  evidence  of  need  for  this 
theme  to  be  pressed  home  to  our 
churches  even  more  vigorously  than 
we  have  yet  been  able  to  do.  We 
shall  not  be  able  to  advance  on  any 
front  unless  we  deepen  more  com- 
pletely our  spiritual  foundations. 

Conditions  at  home  and  abroad 
continuously  confront  us  with  in- 
sistent opportunities  to  offer  a 
Christlike  ministry  and  demonstrate 
a  redemptive  love.  Everywhere  the 
pagan  and  materialistic  culture  of 
our  day  is  undermining  the  founda- 
tions of  Christian  family  life.  The 
hour  has  come  when  we  must  ad- 
vance in  the  supremely  important 
areas  of  providing  spiritual  under- 
girding  for  Brethren  home  and  fam- 
ily life  and  in  a  vital  evangelism. 
We  shall  not  have  power  to  advance 
at  any  point  until  we  have  first  of 
all  greatly  strengthened  the  spirit- 
ual foundations  of  both  our  per- 
sonal and  collective  life.  Spiritual 
retreat,  in  the  sense  of  profound 
heart  searching  and  renewal,  may 
and  must  go  hand  in  hand  with  ad- 
vance in  a  more  effective  ministry 
to  family  life  and  in  a  program  of 
evangelism. 

We  have,  therefore,  sought  for  the 
year  of  1950-1951  a  theme  that  is 
intended  to  conserve  all  the  values  of 
the  1949-1950  program  of  advance 
and  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
include  two  additional  points  of 
emphasis.  The  theme  which  we 
recommend  to  the  brotherhood  for 
1950-1951  is:  Deepening  and  Sharing 
the  Christian  Life.  And  we  suggest 
that  under  this  theme,  during  the 
year  of  1950-1951,  the  three  follow- 
ing points  of  emphasis  be  effectively 
carried  forward: 

I.  A  continued  and  accelerated  en- 
deavor to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  members  of  our  churches  in 
keeping  with  the  Brethren  emphasis 
for  1949-1950  (Annual  Conference 
Minutes  of  1949,  pp.  57  to  60). 


For  Spiritual  Enrichment 

A.  Check  on  the  progress  made  through 
last  year's  emphasis.  Discover  the 
places    that    need    extra    effort    in    the 

coming  year  to  carry  forward  spiritual 
growth.  Lay  plans.  Get  unhurried 
consideration  of  these  matters  by  your 
workers  and  as  many  others  as  will 
take  hold  in  your  church.  Be  sure 
that  fellowship  and  prayer  have  large 
place  in  the  planning.  The  levels  of 
penitence,  recommitment  and  consecra- 
tion should  be  reached.  Refer  to  last 
year's  folder;  resources  will  not  be 
repeated. 


Tell  Me  About  Prayer,  Jones.    $2.00 
'Some  Time  Every  Day,  Niedermeyer.  . 

$1.50 
'Then  I  Think  of  God,  Niedermeyer. 

$1.25 
'As  the  Day  Begins,  Shields.   $2.00 
Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys  and  Girls. 

$1.00  per  year 
Devotional     materials     in    the    chil- 
dren's  story  papers,  Tell  Me  and 
Journeys 


II.  A      long-range      program     to) 
strengthen  Home   and  Family  Life 


DEEPENING  AND  SHARING 
THE  CHRISTIAN   LIFE 


Part  I 
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B.   Resources 

1.  Scriptures  to  lift  up:  Deut.  6: 4-7; 
Psa.  19:  12-14;  Matt.  5:  1-16;  Luke 
2:  40,  52;  John  14:  25-27;  15:  10-16; 
16:  24;  Rom.  8:  19,  26-28,  35-39;  Eph. 
3:14-19;  4:14-16;  Phil.  3:8-15;  Heb. 
6:  1-2;   2  Peter  3:  18;   1  John  3:  2-3. 

2.  The    Sunday-school    lessons    for    the 

fall  quarter  on  Growing  in  Christian 
Living. 

3.  Books  and  leaflets  for  personal  and 
group  devotional   enrichment 

The  Way  to  Power  and  Poise,  Jones, 

$1.25 
Discipline  and  Discovery,  Day.    35c 
Meditations   and   Prayers,   Underhill. 

75c 
Letters  of  a  Modern  Mystic,  Laubach. 

25c 
Worship,  Woolman.    35c 
They   That  Worship   Him.    20c.    For 

planning      worship      services      for 

women. 
Meditations  for  Women.    $1.00 
Enriching    Worship,    Meyers.     $3.50. 

A  collection  of  worship  materials. 
The  Upper  Room.    10c.    Day  by  day 

readings. 

4.  For    renewal    in    church    and    group 

life 

The  Church  Alive,  Shoemaker.   $1.50 
Time    to    Spare,    Steere,    $2.00.     On 

planning  retreats. 
Why  and  How  of  Christian  Training 

Cells,    Royer.     10c 
Guides  in  Planning  a  Hilltop  Retreat. 

25c 
Prayer  Groups  for  Young  People,  an 

article  in  ICRE  Journal,  May,  1950 

5.  For  Bible  reading  and  study 

How   to   Study   and   Use    the    Bible, 

Miller.  $1.75 
How    to    Enjoy   Studying    the    Bible, 

Gettys.  75c 
'Exploring  the  Bible,  Hoff.    2'5c 

6.  For  interpreting  the  Christian  way  to 

children    and    guiding    them    into 
devotional  life 


and  to  reach  other  families  for  Chris 
and  the  church. 

Far-reaching  changes  have  take 
place  in  the  family  life  of  our  tirm 
In  the  past,  the  family,  in  its  wa 
of  life,  represented  a  great  soci: 
and  spiritual  unity.  But  mobilit; 
and  shifting  of  population  causin, 
impermanence  of  residence,  growin 
industrialization  with  its  implic 
tions  for  the  role  of  women  in  mod 
ern  society,  economic  insecuritie 
affecting  the  stability  of  the  horm 
disparity  and  competition  of  inte: 
ests  and  loyalties,  the  loss  of  th 
sanctity  of  the  marriage  relation 
ship,  and  childless  marriages,  hav 
seriously  impaired  family  solidari 

Many    of    the    social,    moral   a: 
spiritual     problems     of     our     tim 
emerge  from  broken  homes,  whic 
confront  the  Christian  church  wi 
one  of  the  most  insistent  challeng 
of  our  day.    This  problem  presen 
something  more  than  a  subject  fc 
discussion    and    conference    resoli 
tions.      The    church    must    becoi 
interested    in    and    undertake    tr 
exacting   responsibility   of  plannir 
and  carrying  forward  a  long-ran 
program  for  the  enriching  of  fami 
life   and   the   spiritual  undergirdir 
of  our  Brethren  homes.    Our  youi 
must  be  prepared  for  the  sacrame; 
of  marriage  and  family  life.  A  cor 
prehensive   program   of   family  li 


•Available    from    the    Brethren    Loan    1 
brary. 

Books    and    leaflets    available    from    1 
Brethren   Publishing   House. 


LOOKING    AHEAD  ...  to  December 

Universal  Bible  Sunday  December  10 

World-Wide  Missions  Offering   December  19 

Christmas    December  25 

ACTIVITIES   and  PLANS 

Youth  Program  Topic:   Tremendous  Trifles.    See  Nov.  12  issue  of  Horizons. 

Plan  early  to  see  that  God's  interests  are  kept  in  mind  in  all  Christmas 
observances. 

Universal  Bible  Sunday  should  be  utilized  to  inaugurate  an  effective  plan 
for  year-around  Bible  reading  in  every  home.  Send  your  offering  for 
the  American  Bible  Society  by  way  of  church  headquarters  so  as  to 
help  the  Brotherhood  Fund  at  the  point  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren's 
annual  appropriation  to  the  society. 

Welcome  the  New  Year  with  worship.    Hold  a  Watch  Night  service. 
It  would  be  a  meaningful  experience  for  the  church  to  secure  a  winterized 
building  for  a  two-day  retreat  to  look  at  the  new  year. 


education  should  seek  to  achieve  the 
following  objectives: 

1.  Lead  our  people  to  a  Christian 
view  of  marriage:  marriage  has 
been  ordained  of  God  and  is,  there- 
fore, a  sacred  relationship;  and  that 
it  is  a  spiritual  union  or  blending  of, 
two  personalities. 

2.  Teach  our  people  that  if  love 
is  given  adequate  spiritual  nurture 
it  will  become  an  ever-deepening 
stream  and  the  marriage  relation 
may  continue  an  increasingly  en- 
riching  experience. 

3.  Help  our  people  realize  the 
deeper  meaning,  responsibility  and 
opportunity  of  parenthood,  so  that 
they  may  see  in  the  family  the  most 
significant  unit  of  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

4.  Provide  counsel  and  guidance 
for  children,  adolescents,  young 
married  couples,  young  parents,  and 
older  adults. 

5.  Help  our  people  see  that  mar- 
riage is  a  permanent  spiritual  rela- 
tionship in  which  husbands  and 
wives  shall  need  again  and  again 
to  return  to  the  first  deep  springs 
of  love  and  surrender  their  wills  to 
the  control  of  God. 

For  Better  Family  Life 

A.  Choose    from   these    what   your   church 
can  do  in  1950-51 

1.  Make  somebody  or  some  group  re- 
sponsible for  family  life  education 
during   the  coming   year 

2.  Have   several  sermons   on  home  life 

3.  Plan  for  meetings  of  parents  and 
teachers  on  some  regular  basis 

4.  Observe  National  Family  Week  in 
May   1951 

5.  Use  one  or  more  films  or  sets  of 
slides  on  some  phase  of  home  life 
or  marriage,  or  on  the  youth  phase 
of  premarriage  concerns 


6.  Add  a  few  of  the  best  books  and 
pamphlets  to  your  church  library, 
and  plan  to  get  them  used 

7.  Add  to  your  church  library  one  or 
two  magazines  relating  to  family  life 

8.  Get  as  many  subscriptions  as  pos- 
sible to  Christian  Home   magazine 

9.  Have  a  series  of  discussions  for 
whatever  groups  are  ready  for  it: 
young  people,  young  married  peo- 
ple, adults,  engaged  couples.  Plan 
it  as  a  Sunday  evening  School  of 
Christian  Living,  if  practical 

10.  Explore  ways  by  which  a  church 
can  help  a  young  married  couple 
either  to  buy  or  to  rent  property  not 
too  far  from  the  church 

11.  Get  plans  under  way  to  make  your 
church  more  of  a  community  center 
with  recreational  and  social  fellow- 
ship facilities  that  will  give  young 
people  a  place  for  fellowship  in 
wholesome    environment 

12.  Plan  for  an  adequate  counseling 
program  either  through  the  pastor 
or  with  a  larger  group 

13.  Give  particular  attention  to  the 
needs  and  interests  of  your  high 
school    group 

14.  Study  the  possibilities  of  a  Sunday 
morning  nursery  running  throughout 
Sunday  school  and  church,  for  the 
sake  of  holding  young  parents  in  the 
church  fellowship,  and  with  the  pos- 
sibility of  an  elective  course  or  two 
during  the  Sunday-school  hour  re- 
lating to  parent  needs 

15.  Consider  the  possibilities  of  setting 
up  a  home  visitor  plan  for  the 
congregation 

16.  Think  through  the  whole  plan  of 
providing  better  leadership  in  the 
family  life  field 

17.  Use  special  observances  and  cele- 
brations such  as  home  dedications, 
marriage  rededication  services,  dedi- 
cation of  children  in  the  morning 
service,  National  Family  week,  as 
opportunities  to  lift  up  the  impor- 
tance of  the  family 

18.  Get  acquainted  with  the  agencies  of 
your  community  that  offer  help  to 
families 

19.  Seek  constant  evaluation  on  projects 


undertaken   so   that   the   next   efforts 
may  be  even  more  successful 

B.   Resource    materials    for    general    imple- 
mentation of  the  emphasis 

1.  Local 

Guide  to  Planning  for  Christian  Fam- 
ily Life  Education  in  Your  Church 
and  Mine  1949-50,  with  1950-51 
supplement.    25c;    20c  in  quantity 

Classified  List  of  Marriage  and  Fam- 
ily Life  Publications,  with  1950-51 
supplement.    Free 

2.  District    and    Regional    Family    Life 
Committees   and  Workers 

Family  Life  Education  in  the  District. 
Two-page  mimeographed  docu- 
ment. 1950.  Free  on  request  from 
Family  Life  Department 

Clearing  House  Newsletter.  Oc- 
casional release  to  regional,  dis- 
trict, college  and  seminary  family 
life  workers.    Free  on  request 

Some  Green  and  Growing  Thoughts 
about  Brethren  Plans  for  Strength- 
ening Family  Life.  1949.  Two- 
page  mimeographed  document  is- 
sued by  Family  Life  Department. 
Free    on    request 

Watch    for    Section    III    of    the    emphasis. 
Evangelism,  next  week 


Some  Recent  Additions 
to  the  Loan  Library 

Family  Life 

Doorway  to  a  Happy  Home,  by  Ham- 
ilton.  1950. 

Highly  recommended  by  the 
Family  Life  Department.  A  writer 
who  has  presided  over  a  happy 
Christian  home  in  which  four  chil- 
dren grew  up,  offers  other  home- 
makers  and  mothers  a  practical 
guide  to  achieving  happiness  within 
the  home. 

What's  Happening  to  the  American 

Home  Series 

Taken  from  Survey  Magazines. 
Individual  titles  in  the  series  in- 
clude: 

Yes,  Families  Are  Changing 

Young  Families  in  1950 

The  Family  in  an  Aging  Popula- 
tion 

The  Turbulent  Middle  Years 

Family  Training  for  Parent  and 
Child 

Mother,  Father,  and  the  Children 

Spiritual  Values  in  Family  Living 

All  of  the  writers  are  outstanding 
in  their  own  field.  The  series  would 
be  excellent  for  discussion  back- 
ground. 

Preparation   for   Marriage 

The  Engaged  Couple  Has  a  Right  to 
Know,  by  Weisman.    1948. 
Answers      questions      all      young 
people   want   to   know   as   they   ap- 
proach marriage. 
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4   Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


These  five  boys  walked  a  mile  in 

order  to  ride  on  the  back  of  the 

mission  truck 


Ruby  Rhoades 

Quito,    Ecuador 


Ecuador  News  Letter 


Completed — One  School  Year 

School's  out!  School's  Out!  July 
16  was  a  big  and  important  day  in 
the  history  of  the  Evangelical 
School  in  Llano  Grande.  On  that 
day  the  two  inspectors  came  out 
from  Quito  to  give  the  examinations 
to  our  five  little  boys.  On  that  day 
200  people  came  to  the  program  and 
fiesta.  On  that  day  they  saw  the 
exhibits  of  shop  work,  of  art  class 
and  of  the  Bible  class.  Most  impor- 
tant of  all,  on  that  day  those  people 
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who  had  been  afraid,  skeptical  and 
suspicious  saw  the  end  of  a  success- 
ful school  year,  talked  with  the 
parents  and  found  we  had  not  lied 
or  cheated,  asked  for  more  money 
or  harmed  their  children  in  any 
way.  They  heard  the  words  of  the 
deputy  of  Calderon  as  he  praised 
the  school,  told  them  they  were 
fortunate  that  these  foreigners  had 
come  to  their  community.  They 
heard  the  quiet  words  of  recommen- 
dation of  the  state  inspector  when 
he  said,  "Leaving  the  question  of 
religion  aside  for  the  moment,  con- 


sider what  makes  a  good  school. 
Today  you  have  seen  demonstrated 
how  a  school  can  become  the  heart 
of  culture  in  a  community.  Parents, 
send  your  children  here." 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  share 
in  that  day's  activities.  Try  to  feel 
at  home  and  at  ease  as  you  walk 
among  these  barefoot,  dark-skinned 
people.  Do  not  think  it  strange  if 
one  covers  his  hand  with  his  poncho 
or  shawl  when  he  extends  it  in 
greeting.  You  won't  be  able  to 
forget  you  are  a  foreigner,  but 
their     friendly     smiles     will     help 


you  to  know  you  are  welcome. 
At  about  nine  o'clock  the  teacher 
rang  the  bell  and  the  five  little 
boys,  dressed  in  the  very  finest  their 
parents  could  afford,  lined  up.  The 
inspectors,  parents  and  friends  en- 
tered the  classroom,  then  the  teach- 
er and  pupils.  First  they  sang  the 
national  anthem,  the  teacher  read 
his  report  and  then  the  examina- 
tions began.  Each  had  to  read  a 
little,  discuss  it,  write  a  sentence 
on  the  blackboard.  Then  they  read 
from  a  newspaper  they  had  never 
before  seen,  did  some  arithmetic  and 
spelling.  The  parents  listened  with 
interest  —  seeing  their  children  do 
what  they  themselves  were  unable 
to  do.  At  11:15  they  came  out  of 
the  examinations  and  the  crowd 
gathered  for  the  program.  It  was  a 
long  one,  songs,  recitations,  little 
playlets,  speeches  by  the  various 
"dignitaries"  and  presentation  of 
awards.  After  that  lunch  was 
served  to  the  boys,  their  parents, 
band  members,    inspectors   and   the 


mission  staff.  For  the  rest,  there 
was  lemonade  and  parched  corn. 
The  band  from  a  neighboring  village 
was  there  and  played  music,  some 
firecrackers  were  shot  off.  And  al- 
though several  brought  their  big 
jars  of  chicha  (corn  liquor)  they 
were  asked  to  leave  it  outside  of  the 
gate  and  there  was  no  rowdiness  of 
any  kind. 

Yes,  the  Evangelicos  had  a  fiesta 
and  though  in  some  ways  it  was 
different  from  the  usual  Indian 
fiesta,  everyone  had  a  good  time. 
Amapola,  the  Cow 

With  the  expected  larger  lunch 
program  at  the  school  for  the  com- 
ing year,  we  foresaw  the  need  for 
more  milk,  but  hardly  knew  what 
to  do  about  it.  Then  two  special 
gifts  arrived  from  Sunday-school 
classes  in  the  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
Waterford,  Calif.,  churches  which 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  buy  a 
cow.  Amapola  is  part  Holstein  and 
that  is  really  about  all  we  know 
about   her.     She    is   spending   these 


days  eating  well  and  getting  ac- 
quainted with  her  owners  and  we 
hope  she  will  give  just  lots  of  milk 
for  the  children  in  school  next  year. 
Summer  Projects 

Though  school  is  out  there  is  still 
plenty  of  work  to  be  done.  The 
unusually  heavy  rainy  season  had 
done  considerable  damage  to  our 
road  and  its  repair  is  on  the  list 
of  "odd  jobs"  for  the  summer.  Then 
in  the  way  of  construction  comes 
the  addition  to  the  barn.  We  found 
we  did  not  have  adequate  space  for 
all  the  animals  in  the  barn  and  lot; 
so  a  simple  structure  is  being 
erected  for  a  part  of  the  animals 
and  also  for  storage  of  dry  hay  and 
fodder. 

Some  repair  work  will  be  done 
at  the  school,  too,  before  it  begins 
in  October:  whitewashing,  cement- 
ing the  kitchen  floor,  putting  a  ceil- 
ing in  the  chapel,  painting  benches, 
making  new  desks,  etc.  So  all  in 
all,  we  see  a  summer's  work  ahead 
of  us. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberia  Yoder 


Two   Hundred   Twenty-fifth   Anniversary 
of  the   Coventry  Church 


D.    Howard   Keiper 

Pastor,  Coventry  Church 


THE  two  hundred  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  Coventry  Church  of  the 
Brethren  was  celebrated  nearly  a 
year  ago,  on  Oct.  23,  1949.  In  the 
fall  of  1723  Martin  Urner  and  others 
from  the  Schuylkill  Valley  jour- 
neyed to  Philadelphia  to  hear  the 
noted  preacher,  Christian  Libe,  who 
was  reported  to  be  coming  to  Amer- 
ica. His  announced  coming  proved 
to  be  unfounded  but  it  provided  the 
Brethren  at  Germantown  an  oppor- 
tunity to  invite  the  visitors  to  Ger- 
mantown for  fellowship.  In  this 
way,  many  were  impressed  with  the 
faith  and  fellowship  of  the  Brethren. 
Soon  after,  Martin  Urner,  his  wife 
and  four  others  again  journeyed  to 
Germantown  asking  for  baptism  and 
membership  in  the  Germantown  fel- 
lowship. Their  coming  enheartened 
the  Brethren.  It  led  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Germantown  congrega- 
tion, the  subsequent  missionary 
journey  to  the  frontier  communities, 
and  the  organization  of  the  Coven- 
try congregation  on  Nov.  7,  1724. 

It  would  be  impossible  in  the 
space  available  to  give  anything  like 
an  adequate  account  of  the  Coventry 
congregation  through  the  years.  It 
must  suffice  to  say  that  it  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  churches  of 
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the  colonial  period,  steadily  with- 
standing the  influences  of  the 
Ephrata  movement,  giving  rise  to 
the  pattern  for  our  Annual  Meeting, 
setting  the  precedent  for  the  use  of 
Matt.  18  as  the  traditional  scripture 
to  be  read  in  examining  applicants 
for  baptism,  and  sending  out  hun- 
dreds of  Brethren  into  the  farther 
reaches  of  Pennsylvania  and  on  into 
Maryland  and  Virginia  and  main- 
taining a  strong  and  fruitful  life, 
sending  out  missionaries,  ministers 
and  Christian  workers  over  the 
years. 

Paul  H.  Bowman  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  morning  and  after- 
noon sessions.  He  used  as  his 
themes  Brethren  Principles  in  Our 
Modern  Life  and  The  Art  of  Being 
a  Dunker.  In  these  addresses,  Bro. 
Bowman  was  able  to  recapture  the 
spirit  and  convictions  of  our  found- 
ing fathers  and  to  relate  their  in- 
sights and  values  to  the  living  of 
them  in  our  present  day.  The  day 
was  auspicious.  The  Urner  oaks  on 
the  historic  grounds  surrounding  the 
church  were  at  their  best — rich  in 
autumn  color,  standing  as  eloquent 
though  mute  witnesses  of  the  reli- 
gious activities  of  the  generations 
past.  Many  former  members  of  the 
church  were  present.  Representa- 
tives from  the  churches  that  look 
to  Coventry  as  a  mother  spoke  at 
the  afternoon  service.  Bro.  A.  S. 
Alderfer  represented  the  Parkerford 
church,  Bro.  William  G.  Nyce  rep- 
resented both  the  Harmonyville 
church  and  the  district,  Bro.  W.  A. 
Martin  represented  the  First  church 
of  Pottstown.  Bro.  Levi  Ziegler 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  region. 

Throughout  the  day,  and  especial- 
ly at  the  evening  service,  Brother 
and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp  were  the 
congregation's  special  guests.  Bro. 
Kulp  was  reared  in  the  Coventry 
congregation.  In  the  evening,  the 
twenty-five  years  of  co-operative 
endeavor  on  the  part  of  Bro.  Kulp 
as  a  missionary  to  Africa  and  the 
local  church  as  the  supporting  con- 
gregation were  celebrated.  Both 
Brother  and  Sister  Kulp  brought 
searching  and  inspiring  messages. 
A  surprise  gift  of  money  from  the 
congregation  and  friends  was 
presented  to  the  Kulps.  Other  mem- 
bers of  the  church  who  have  volun- 
teered for  service  on  mission  fields 
are  Miss  Esther  Kreps  and  Miss 
Velva  Jane  Dick,  who  returns  to  the 
Africa  mission  field. 

The  Coventry  church  is  con- 
fronted with  the  challenge  of  a 
growing  community.  A  pressing 
need  for  enlarged  facilities  for  re- 
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THE  Big  Swatara  congregation 
dedicated  the  remodeled  church 
at  Hanoverdale,  Pa.,  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  20,  1949.  Bro.  Frank  S.  Carper 
of  Palmyra  spoke  in  the  morning 
service  on  Our  Brethren  Heritage.  In 
the  afternoon  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man, president  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  delivered  the  dedicatory 
sermon,  The  Glory  of  Building  the 
Church,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  S. 
Earl  Mitchell,  executive  secretary  of 
Eastern  and  Middle  Maryland, 
brought  the  message  on  The  Ir- 
resistible Appeal  of  the  Church. 

Big  Swatara  congregation  has  444 
members  meeting  in  four  church 
houses.  The  Hanoverdale  church 
is  the  largest.  The  first  church  at 
Hanoverdale  was  built  in  1860.  This 
was  of  brick  construction  and  large 
enough  to  hold  the  love  feast.  Up 
to  this  time  love  feasts  were  held  in 
barns.  The  first  Sunday  school  held 
in  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Lancaster  or 
Berks  County  by  authority  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  was  or- 
ganized in  1876  in  the  Hanoverdale 
house  and  proved  a  success  in  spite 
of  opposition.  The  Sunday  school 
now  has  an  average  attendance  of 
238.  There  is  also  a  Sunday  school 
at  Paxton  and  at  Bakers  church  in 


ligious  education  exists.  Plans  are 
being  studied  to  meet  this  need. 
The  congregation,  under  the  chal- 
lenge of  its  past  and  the  call  of  its 
present  opportunities  sets  its  face 
toward  the  years  ahead  with  its 
open  doors  for  service. 


Fishing  Creek  Valley  each  Sunday 
morning  with  average  attendances  of 
34  and  65.  Some  of  the  elders  in 
charge  of  this  church  were  Brethren 
John  Etter,  David  Etter,  John 
Witmer,  Thomas  Patrick,  Sr.,  Amos 
Kuhns  and  our  present  elder,  Hiram 
J.  Frysinger.  During  a  severe  storm 
in  September  1896,  this  brick  struc- 
ture was  partly  demolished;  it  was 
then  entirely  rebuilt.  This  second 
church  house  was  constructed  of 
frame  and  was  considerably  en- 
larged. It  stands  on  the  same  ground 
on  which  the  first  church  was  built. 
For  fifty-three  years  this  church  was 
used  almost  entirely  as  rebuilt  in 
1896. 

Recently  it  was  felt  that  the 
church  should  be  remodeled.  With 
the  aid  of  C.  H.  Deardorff,  church 
building  counselor,  plans  were  pre- 
pared for  a  brick  addition  and  for 
changes  in  the  old  part.  The  new 
addition  contains  Sunday-school 
classrooms,  a  mothers'  room,  kitchen, 
ladies'  aid  room,  lavatories  and 
boiler  room.  Radiant  heat  in  the 
ceiling  was  installed  throughout  the 
entire  building.  In  the  old  part  of 
the  church  the  basement  was 
modernized,  a  pulpit  and  choir  area 
built  on  the  main  floor  and  the  in- 
terior of  the  sanctuary  renovated. 
The  entrances  are  in  the  new  part 
of  the  building.  The  church  now  has 
quite  a  different  appearance  and 
promises  to  meet  adequately  the 
needs  of  Big  Swatara  congregation. 

The  general  feeling  seems  to  be 
that  the  outlook  and  future  of  the 
church  at  Hanoverdale  is  promising. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


IT  IS  a  well-known  fact  that  differences  in  blood  have  no  connection  with 
differences  in  the  color  of  the  skin.  Yet  the  American  Red  Cross  has 
insisted  on  a  policy  of  separating  the  blood  of  black  and  white  donors, 
out  of  deference  to  persons  with  strong  racial  prejudice.  But  early  in  Sep- 
tember, as  a  result  of  repeated  demands  of  United  Nations  employees  that 
all  reference  to  race  and  nationality  be  eliminated  from  their  blood  bank, 
the  greater  New  York  chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  helped  to  establish  a  United 
Nations  blood  bank  in  which  no  distinction  is  made  as  between  donors  or 
as  to  the  use  of  the  blood. 

The  most  familiar  translation  of  the  New  Testament  affirms,  in  the 
words  of  Paul's  address  to  the  Athenians,  that  God  "hath  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men."  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our  progress  in  racial  broth- 
erhood to  recall  how  difficult  it  has  been  to  convince  even  some  Christians 
of  the  truth  of  Paul's  statement.  We  can  rejoice  in  the  new  position  taken 
by  the  American  Red  Cross. 

i\  federal  court  in  Virginia  has  ordered  the  University  of  Virginia  to  admit 
Negroes.  Gregory  Hayes  Swanson,  an  attorney,  had  been  denied  admission 
to  the  university's  graduate  law  school. 

This  was  a  unanimous  decision  of  three  judges,  one  from  North  Caro- 
lina, one  from  Maryland  and  one  from  Virginia.  It  opens  the  way  for  many 
talented  Negroes  to  enroll  in  institutions  of  higher  learning  that  have  often 
been  closed  to  them. 

Here  again  is  an  evidence  of  progress  in  race  relations  and  credit  should 
go  to  the  three  judges  from  Southern  stales  who  made  the  decision.  Many 
of  the  most  constructive  moves  toward  racial  brotherhood  have  been  sup- 
ported and  carried  through  by  conscientious  Christians  who  live  in  the 
South  and  know  its  problems  at  first  hand.    Brethren  should  applaud  their 

contribution  toward  a  more  Christian  America. 

I 


Around  the  World 

Religious  Workers  Eligible  for  Social 
Security 

Lay  workers  employed  by  reli- 
gious organizations  and  institutions 
are  now  eligible  for  social  security. 
Because  of  the  opposition  to  such 
coverage  on  the  part  of  some  reli- 
gious bodies,  Congress  has  made 
participation    in   the   plan    optional. 

Two  thirds  of  the  eligible  em- 
ployees of  a  religious  group  must 
express  a  desire  to  participate.  If 
two  thirds  approve,  participation 
will  be  granted,  but  those  voting 
against  it  may  stay  out  if  they  so 
desire.  Unless  approved  by  two 
thirds  of  the  employees,  none  can 
participate  in  the  program. 

Lay  workers  now  eligible  for  so- 
cial security  will  receive  the  same 
benefits  as  now  provided  for  other 
workers  covered  by  the  act. 

Honor  Country  Preacher 

Nearly  2,000  Minnesotans,  includ- 
ing the  governor,  turned  out  to  hon- 
or the  Rev.  S.  G.  Hauge,  a  country 
preacher  for  fifty  years.  The  civic 
observance  marked  three  golden  an- 
niversaries: Mr.  Hauge's  ordination 
as  a  Lutheran  minister,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Hawley  Lutheran  church 
and  his  marriage. 

With  the  three  oldest  of  their  five 
children,   Mr.    and   Mrs.    Hauge   set 


out  in  the  early  days  on  Saturday 
night  for  a  two-day  horse-and- 
buggy  round  of  the  churches.  Be- 
cause the  five  churches  he  serves 
are  in  a  thirty-five  mile  square  area 
he  could  not  and  cannot  today  with 
a  car  reach  all  of  them  on  one 
Sunday.  Once  he  preached  in  Nor- 
wegian; today  he  conducts  services 
almost  exclusively  in  English. 

His  congregations  total  today 
about  1,500  persons,  not  including 
associate  members  of  the  five 
churches. 

Growth  of  Sects 

The  huge  turnout  at  the  interna- 
tional convention  of  Jehovah's 
Witnesses  in  New  York  in  July  il- 
lustrates the  rapid  growth  of  sects, 
especially   in  recent  years. 

Authorities  attribute  their  prog- 
ress to  the  zeal  of  the  individual 
members.  According  to  the  Wit- 
nesses' yearbook,  during  the  past 
year  181,071  members  of  the  sect 
gave  43,842,305  free  hours  of  service 
in  distributing  and  selling  12,000,000 
magazines  and  many  pamphlets  and 
books. 

Another  common  characteristic  of 
sects  is  a  "high  degree  of  lay  partici- 
pation." The  Mormons,  for  instance, 
have  less  than  thirty-five  persons  in 
the  active  leadership  of  the  church 


receiving  compensation.  It  is  re- 
ported that  more  than  4,000  Mor- 
mons each  year  devote  a  year  or 
more  at  their  own  expense  to 
spreading   Mormonism. 

Generally,  members  of  sects  give 
higher  church  contributions  than 
members  of  regular  denominations. 
The  statistics  issued  by  the  United 
Stewardship  Council  show  that  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  leads  all 
Protestant  groups  with  a  per  capita 
giving  of  $90.30.  The  Seventh-Day 
Adventists  with  an  American  mem- 
bership of  243,193  spent  $5,185,209 
for  overseas  mission  work  in  1949. 

Syrian    Christians    Prevent    Moslem 
State 

Efforts  by  Christian  leaders  in 
Syria  have  prevented  Islam's  being 
named  the  state  religion  in  the  new 
constitution  of  that  country.  Meet- 
ing in  Damascus  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  constituent  assembly  of 
Syria,  Christian  leaders  from  all 
over  the  country  sent  a  strongly 
worded  memorandum  to  the  presi- 
dent of  Syria,  the  prime  minister, 
and  the  president  of  the  constituent 
assembly  demanding  that  the  new 
constitution  guarantee  freedom  of 
worship,  freedom  of  education,  and 
freedom  of  personal  status  (mar- 
riage, divorce,  etc.)  to  Christian 
minorities. 

The  constituent  assembly  on  Aug. 
3  passed  by  a  large  majority  an 
amended  version  of  article  three 
of  the  new  constitution.  Instead  of 
declaring  Syria  a  Moslem  state, 
the  amended  version  makes  Islam  the 
religion  of  the  president,  and  the 
Islamic  Fiqh  (ancient  jurisprudence) 
the  principal  source  of  the  country's 
legislation. 

Extremist  Moslem  deputies,  hav- 
ing failed  to  have  Islam  declared 
the  state  religion,  did  succeed  in 
adding  a  paragraph  in  the  preamble 
of  the  constitution  saying  that  "the 
majority  of  Syrians  being  Moslem, 
the  state  declares  its  attachment  to 
Islam."   (EPS) 

The  Record  on  Race  Relations 

Within  the  past  three  years  the 
national  bodies  of  seventeen  mem- 
ber churches  of  the  Federal  Council 
have  issued  statements  that  sanction 
the  practice  of  an  inclusive  ministry 
to  all  people  without  regard  to  race, 
color  or  national  origin.  Eight  of 
these  have  renounced  the  pattern  of 
segregation  both  in  their  own  fel- 
lowships and  in  society.  Two  have 
placed  emphasis  on  the  elimination 
of  discrimination.  Seven  have  reg-' 
istered  their  concern  for  equal  jus- 
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tice  and  opportunity  for  all  people. 

Ten  denominations  now  have  ex- 
ecutives at  work  on  a  full-time  or 
part-time  schedule  in  the  field  of 
racial  and  cultural  relations. 

At  the  recent  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  (Southern),  meeting 
at  Massanetta  Springs,  Virginia,  the 
Negro  commissioners  were  accorded 
the  same  accommodations  as  other 
commissioners  for  the  first  time. 
Moreover,  the  board  of  directors  of 
Montreat  —  conference  grounds  con- 
trolled by  the  denomination  —  had 
voted  unanimously  that  for  all  adult 
groups  "provision  shall  be  made  for 
entertainment  on  a  non-segregated 
basis." 

Four  church-related  colleges  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  list  of 
those  that  have  changed  policy  so 
as  to  permit  the  admission  of 
Negroes. 

Though  the  record  is  not  as  good 
as  it  should  be,  the  churches  are 
making  significant  strides.  (Federal 
Council  Bulletin) 

Negro  Church  Report  Finds  Racial 
Barriers  Falling 

Racial  barriers  are  falling  in 
America,  especially  in  the  South, 
according  to  a  report  presented  to 
the  National  Baptist  Convention, 
Negro  body,  at  its  annual  assembly 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  report,  prepared  by  the  de- 
nomination's social  service  commis- 
sion, said,  "It  is  heartening  to  the 
Negro  to  see  the  walls  of  injustice 
and  inequality  crumbling  daily  be- 
fore our  eyes.  This  is  seen  in  em- 
ployment, in  education,  in  housing, 
in  travel,  in  entertainment  and  oc- 
casionally   in   religious    circles." 

"Do  not  listen  to  the  soap-box 
orators  in  Harlem,"  the  report  said. 
"Go  to  Atlanta,  Birmingham,  Dur- 
ham, Jacksonville,  Memphis,  Hous- 
ton or  Dallas,  or  any  village  in 
between,  and  your  soul  will  shout, 
'Hallelujah,  the  walls  are  tumbling 
down!' " 

The  report  gave  assurance  that 
"the  Negro  struggle  for  justice  and 
equality  has  not  disturbed  his  patri- 
otism." It  warned,  however,  that 
"it  has  come  to  pass  in  America  that 
it  is  hardly  possible  for  one  to  speak 
out  for  peace  and  justice  without 
being  called  Red.  This  commission 
joined  with  other  church  leaders  in 
a  call  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of 
the  Korean  situation.  We  were 
branded  as  Reds  or  of  Red  influence. 

"The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  must 
call  for  peace  and  justice  even  in 
the  midst  of  war — justice  for  North 


and  South  Koreans,  for  India,  for 
Africa,  for  Jews,  for  all  people 
everywhere.  In  justice  for  all  men 
is  our  only  hope  for  abiding  peace." 


Brotherhood  News 

Northern  Indiana  District  Meeting 

The  1950  district  conference  of 
Northern  Indiana  assembled  at 
Camp  Mack,  Aug.  14-17.  Attendance 
was  good  throughout  the  entire 
meeting. 

Most  of  the  speakers  were  district 
talent.  However,  Russell  Bollinger, 
dean  of  students  at  Manchester  Col- 
lege, was  present  for  two  addresses. 
Bro.  Perry  Huffaker  of  West  Milton, 
Ohio,  was  in  charge  of  a  music  con- 
ference the  first  evening,  and  di- 
rected the  song  service  the  second 
day.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Huntington, 
Ind.,  national  president  of  women's 
work,  gave  an  address  to  the  wom- 
en's meeting.  Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat 
of  India  came  from  the  Toronto  Con- 
ference in  time  to  give  a  challenging 
address  at  this  conference. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  was 
our  Brotherhood  theme,  Deepening 
and  Sharing  the  Christian  Life. 

The  officers  for  this  year  were: 
moderator,  Arthur  C.  Keim;  reader, 


Russell  A.  Sherman;  writing  clerk, 
the  undersigned.  The  moderator  for 
next  year  will  be  John  D.  Metzler; 
reader,  Charles  Stouder,  Jr.;  the 
writing  clerk's  term  of  office  con- 
tinues another  year.  A  large  docket 
of  business  was  transacted.  A  com- 
mittee has  been  at  work  for  the 
past  three  years  on  an  up-to-date 
history  of  Northern  Indiana  in  con- 
junction with  committees  of  Middle 
and  Southern  Indiana  on  a  History 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Indiana.  Our  history  has  now  been 
completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
completed  history  will  be  published 
in  the  near  future.  One  query  was 
passed  on  to  the  Annual  Conference 
of  1951.  Delegates  elected  to  Stand- 
ing Committee  for  next  year  were: 
Eldon  Evans,  Ralph  Pe'try  and  Mark 
Schrock.  Alternates  were:  John  D. 
Metzler,  E.  Wayne  Gerdes  and  T.  G. 
Weaver.— C.  C.  Cripe,  Milford,  Ind. 

Deacons'  Retreat  for  1950 

The  District  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia and  Arizona  held  its  deacons' 
retreat  May  6  and  7.  The  retreat, 
an  inspiring  experience  to  all  who 
attended,  used  as  its  theme,  The 
Deacons'  Part  in  Deepening  the 
Spiritual  Life  of  the  Church.  The 
camp    for    the    deacons    and    their 


Bible  Reading 

Luncheon 

Group 


26 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Employes  in  the  electrical  section  of  the  Ford  Motor  Company's 
engineering  department  in  Dearborn,  Michigan,  have  formed  a  Bible 
reading  luncheon  group  which  meets  once  a  week  in  the  department's 
conference  room.  Starting  with  only  two  men  last  February,  the  group 
now  includes  ten  men  and  four  women  employes.  Founders  of  the 
group  are  John  Bartholomew  and  Lawrence  Ward. 

"We  take  turns  reading  the  Bible  during  our  half-hour  luncheon 
period  from  12  to  12:30  p.m.  each  Thursday,"  Mr.  Bartholomew  ex- 
plained. "We  feel  that  during  these  days  when  our  Christian  way  of 
life  is  threatened  by  communism,  these  weekly  meetings  serve  as  an 
inspiration  to  us  to  live  Christian  lives  at  work  as  well  as  away  fro: 
the  job." 

AH  employes  of  the  company's  engineering  division  have  been 
invited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  organization  which  is  known  as 
the  Dearborn  electrical  engineering  Christian  fellowship  group. 


wives   convened   at   Thrones'   Camp 
near  La  Verne. 

The' afternoon  was  spent  in  renew- 
ing old  acquaintances  and  in  forming 
new  ones.  In  the  evening  seven- 
ty-five persons  enjoyed  a  banquet 
with  J.  R.  Teter,  chairman  of  the 
district  committee,  presiding,  and 
Ernest  Carl  of  Pomona  as  toast- 
master.  Following  the  dinner  the  La 
Verne  College  string  trio  presented 
several  numbers  of  music  and  Bro. 
H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor  of  the  Cal- 
vary church,  Los  Angeles,  gave  a 
challenging  address.  He  stressed  the 
evangelistic  opportunities  and  obli- 
gations of  the  deacon  body. 

On  Sunday  morning  a  number  met 
for  breakfast  followed  by  an  uplift- 
ing devotional  period  conducted  by 
Merle  Butterbaugh  of  Covina. 

At  the  business  session  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burton  Forney  of  Los  Angeles 
were  elected  to  serve  a  three-year 
term  on  the  district  committee. 
They  replaced  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Teter  of  Santa  Ana,  whose  term 
expired  with  this  meeting.  The 
deacons  of  the  Santa  Ana  church 
extended  an  invitation  to  the  group 
to  hold  next  year's  retreat  in  their 
church.  The  invitation  was  accepted. 

An  interesting  and  profitable  panel 
discussion  was  directed  by  Walter 
Gilbert  of  Pasadena,  Calif.;  the  sub- 
ject for  discussion  was  Techniques 
of  Visiting  the  Sick.  Ida  Metzger,  J. 
W.  Lear  and  I.  V.  Funderburgh,  all 
of  La  Verne,  and  Miss  Emma  Roher 
of  Pasadena,  were  the  discussion 
leaders. 

Following  the  panel  discussion 
Bro.  Funderburgh,  Pacific  Coast 
regional  secretary,  gave  an  address 
outlining  the  many  opportunities 
available  to  deacons  and  wives  in 
strengthening  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church.  This  was  a  highly  spiritual 
and  challenging  message.  The  re- 
treat closed  with  the  Sunday  noon 
meal. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Schrock  supervised  the 
preparation  and  serving  of  the  meals. 
The  program  was  in  charge  of  the 
district  committee. — Mrs.  D.  Earl 
Brubaker,  Secretary. 


Anniversaries 


and  Weddings 

Golden  and  Silver 
Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Wine  of  near 
Mt.  Sidney,  Va.,  observed  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  on  April  1,  1930,  at 
their  home.    Beatrice  F.  Hale  and  William 

'.  Wine  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
bride's  home  near  Bridgewater,  Va.  Both 
are  active  members  in  the  church  and  are 
still  making  a  great  contribution  to  the 
church  and  community.    After  their  mar- 


riage, they  bought  a  small  farm  near  Mt. 
Sidney,  Va.,  where  they  have  lived  since 
that  time.  They  have  two  children:  Clar- 
ence Wine  and  Lillian  Wine  Cupp,  who 
live  at  Mt.  Sidney.  A  daughter  is  de- 
ceased. 

Lillian  Wine  and  Roy  M.  Cupp  were 
united  in  marriage  by  Bro.  J.  D.  Zigler 
May  20,  1925.  They  observed  their  silver 
wedding  anniversary  within  two  months 
after  Mrs.  Cupp's  mother  and  father's 
golden  wedding  anniversary.  Three  sons 
were  born  to  this  union.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Cupp  are  deacons  in  the  church  and 
serve  their  church  and  community  faith- 
fully. 

Both  families  held  a  reception  on  their 
anniversaries  and  a  host  of  friends  and 
relatives  came  to  wish  them  well  and  pre- 
sent them  with  gifts. — Delbert  Hanlin, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Alberi-Basehore. — Luke  S.  Albert  and 
Anna  M.  Basehore,  both  of  Palmyra,  Pa., 
Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the  Spring  Creek  church, 
Hershey,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Her- 
bert Miller,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Beezley-Fomey. — Dean  Beezley  and  Ada 
Forney,  both  of  Kearney,  Nebr.,  in  the 
Kearney  church,  by  the  bride's  father, 
Samuel  Forney,  Aug.  15,  1950. — Foster 
Myers,  Kearney,  Nebr. 

Carter-Colbert. — Robert  Carter  of  Arling- 
ton, Va.,  and  Betty  Colbert  of  Manassas, 
Va.,  in  the  Manassas  church,  Sept.  2,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Conrad  L.  Snavely, 
Manassas,  Va. 

Farringer-Halladay. — Dwight  Farringer 
of  Lena,  111.,  and  Helen  Halladay  of  Union 
City,  Ind.,  in  the  Poplar  Grove  church, 
Aug.  29,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Dean 
L.  Farringer,  Fredericksburg,  Iowa. 

Frieda-Felix. — Harold  Frieda  and  Bette 
Felix,  both  of  near  Buck  Creek,  Ind.,  Aug. 
19,  1950,  in  the  home  of  the  bride's  sister, 
by  the  undersigned. — Waldo  E.  Kinsel,  La- 
fayette, Ind. 

Greenawall-Evans. — Benjamin  E.  Green- 
await  of  Bird  in  Hand,  Pa.,  and  Esther  J. 
Evans  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  the  Lancaster 
church,  Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Harshbarger-Morrison.  —  Raymond  C. 
Harshbarger  of  McVeytown,  Pa.,  and  Mary 
Ellen  Morrison  of  Newton  Hamilton,  Pa., 
July  3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Henry 
Esbensen,  McVeytown,  Pa. 

Ireland-Nugeni. — John  Ireland  and  Shir- 
ley Nugent  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  in  the 
bride's  home,  Aug.  21,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— J.  R.  Jennings,  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

Jones-Gardner. — Homer  B.  Jones  of 
Spring  Valley,  Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Bessie 
Pearl  Gardner  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  Sept. 
3,  1950,  in  the  San  Diego  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — R.  Truman  Northup,  San 
Diego,  Calif. 

Land-Cope. — Robert  Land  and  Carol 
Cope  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  in  the  Santa 
Ana  church,  Calif.,  Sept.  1,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  R.  Jennings,  Santa  Ana, 
Calif. 

Miller-Price. — Raymond  E.  Miller  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Mary  V.  Price  of 
Shanghai,  China,  in  the  Bridgewater 
church,  Aug.  12,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Albert  G.  Edwards. — Ed- 
ward K.  Ziegler,  Bridegwater,  Va. 

Mitchell-Sherman. — James  G.  Mitchell  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Bessie  E.  Sherman 
of  McVeytown,  Pa.,  Aug.  12,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Henry  W.  Esbensen,  Mc- 
Veytown, Pa. 

Murr-Kauffman. — Harold  Murr  and  Isa- 
belle  Kauffman  of  Buck  Creek,  Ind.,  Sept. 
2,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Waldo  E.   Kinsel,   Lafayette,   Ind. 

Phillips-Fealhers.  —  Blair  Phillips  of 
Claysburg,  Pa.,  and  Mary  Feathers  of  East 
Freedom,  Pa.,  Sept.  9,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — J.  Stanley  Earhart, 
East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Pierce- Wilson. — William  C.  Pierce  and 
Ruth  Wilson,  both  of  San  Diego,  Calif., 
Aug.  6,  1950,  in  the  San  Diego  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — R.  Truman  Northup,  San 
Diego,  Calif. 

Sayre-Wampler. — John  E.  Sayre  of 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  and  E.  Gaynell  Wampler 
of  Mt.  Sidney,  Va.,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church,  Va.,  Aug.  26,   1950,   by  the  under- 


signed.— Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

Shoup-Peterson. — Forrest  Shoup,  Jr.,  of 
Porterville,  Calif.,  and  Edith  M.  Peterson 
of  Tulare,  Calif.,  in  the  Lindsay  church, 
Calif.,  Aug.  4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Paul   S.   Longenecker,   Tulare,    Calif. 

Slehman-Mariin. — John  R.  Stehman  and 
Eunice  L.  Martin,  both  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
in  the  Lancaster  church,  Sept.  2,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Swarlz-Evans. — Robert  E.  Swartz  of 
Newville,  Pa.,  and  Jean  E.  Evans  of  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  in  the  Huntsdale  church,  Pa., 
June  25,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Wayne 
H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


Obituaries 


Emma  C.  Nafzinger 

Emma  C.  Nafzinger,  daughter  of  Daniel 
K.  and  Elizabeth  Zook  Mast,  was  born 
March  29,  1866,  and  died  April  2,  1950. 

In  1885  she  was 
married  to  Moses  E. 
Nafzinger  of  Long 
Green  Valley,  Md., 
and  resided  on  the 
old  homestead  until 
her  death.  Her  hus- 
band preceded  her 
in  death  ten  years 
ago.  Both  were 
among  the  early 
members  of  the 
Brethren  church  at 
Long  Green,  her 
husband  having 
served  as  deacon 
until  his  death.  She 
was  a  devout  Chris- 
tian and  was  inter- 
ested in  church  and  community  work  as 
long  as  strength  permitted. 

She  is  survived  by  four  children,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Breidenbaugh,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Breiden- 
baugh,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Eckhart  and  Lewis  M., 
ten  grandchildren,  and  twelve  great-grand- 
children. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home 
by  Bro.  J.  M.  Prigel,  assisted  by  Brethren 
J.  N.  Neuhauser  and  Frank  Williar.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Fork  cemetery,  Md. — Mrs. 
John  C.  Breidenbaugh,  Long  Green,  Md. 

Cephas  Fahnestock 

Cephas,  son  of  Daniel  and  Lutushia  Hicks 
Fahnestock,  was  born  Oct.  17,  1880,  at  the 
family  home  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  and 
died  at  the  Win- 
chester Memorial 
hospital,  Va.,  Aug. 
6,   1950. 

He  attended  the 
county  schools  and 
graduated  from 
Shenandoah  Valley 
Academy  with  the 
class  of  1898.  He 
studied  law  for  a 
time  and  later  took 
up  the  teaching 
profession,  in  which 
he  remained  for  fif- 
teen years.  Later 
he  became  a  farmer 
and  fruit  grower. 
In  1902  he  was  baptized  into  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  In  1918  he  was  called  into 
the  ministry  and  became  the  pastor  of  the 
Salem  church,  near  Stephen's  City,  Va.; 
he  continued  his  ministry  there  and  at  the 
Jubilee  church  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  active  in  church  work  for  many 
years  in  the  free  ministry.  He  also  taught 
the  Bible  class  at  Jubilee  for  many  years. 
Visiting  ministers  and  evangelists  always 
found   hospitality  in  his  home. 

His  first  wife,  the  former  Edith  Ebersole, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1903,  died  in 
1906.  One  daughter  was  born  to  this 
union. 

In  1910  he  was  married  to  Sally  Butler  of 
Berkley    County,    W.    Va.,    who    survives. 
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He  is  also  survived  by  the  following: 
twelve  children,  Randolph,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Childs,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carper  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Haines,  all  of  Winchester,  Va.,  Paul 
and  David  of  Stephenson,  Va.,  Mrs.  Gerald 
Luttrell  of  Woodbridge,  Va.,  Reuben  of 
Luray,  Va.,  Ray  of  Middletown,  Va.,  and 
Robert,  Betty  and  Mary  at  home;  one  sis- 
ter; nine  grandchildren;  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. A  son,  Daniel,  died  some 
time  ago. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Salem  church  by  Brethren  J.  F.  Wine,  L. 
W.  Riggleman  and  Calvin  Wolfe.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mt.  Hebron  cemetery,  Winches- 
ter.— Harano  E.  Childs,  Winchester,  Va. 

Howard  C.  Long 

Howard  C.  Long,  son  of  Jacob  and  Fran- 
ces Wolf  Long,  was  born  near  Adel,  Iowa, 
Nov.  21,  1879,  where  he  grew  to  young 
manhood;   he  died  July  18,   1950. 

At  an  early  age,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Panther  church,  near  Adel.  In  1901 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Blanche  A. 
Stine  of  Adel.  After  spending  a  year  at 
Nampa,  Idaho,  they  moved  to  a  farm  at 
Longmont,  Colo.,  where  they  resided  until 

1912,  when  they  moved  to  Littleton. 

In  1919  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  by 
the  Denver  church  and  was  later  ordained 
as  elder  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  order  to  complete  his 
schooling  as  well  as  further  his  religious 
training,  he  and  Mrs.  Long  moved  to  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas,  for  a  short  while  where 
they  both  graduated  from  McPherson  Col- 
lege in  1927.  Returning  to  Littleton,  they 
entered  the  poultry  and  bee  business,  con- 
tinuing in  that  occupation  until  a  year  ago 
when  health  forced  them  to  retire. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Blanche;  one 
son,  V.  A.  of  Golden,  Colo.;  two  brothers, 
Roy  of  York,  N.  Dak.,  and  Clarence  of  Col- 
lins, Iowa;  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  Lyle 
Scholes  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his 
pastor  at  the  dinger  Chapel.  Interment 
was  in  the  Crown  Hill  memorial  park. — 
Jay  G.  Myers,   Denver,   Colo. 

Browning,  Johnnie  and  Jimmie,  infant 
twin  sons  of  Paul  and  Cordelia  Browning, 
were  born  at  Woodlake,  Calif.,  April  7, 
1950,  and  died  the  same  day.  They  are 
survived  by  their  parents  and  three  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
hospital  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
In  the  Woodlake  cemetery. — Clarence  E. 
Brubaker,  Lindsay,  Calif. 

Cherringlon,  Lawson  H,  was  born  Sept. 
2,  1867,  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Sept.  11,  1950.  He  was 
married  to  Lettie  Wagoner  on  June  1,  1919, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  brothers,  one 
sister  and  two  sons.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Oscar  Barnhart  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Tacoma. — Lettje  Cherring- 
ton,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Gingrich,  Emma  Catharine,  daughter  of 
William  and  Leah  Laudermilch.  was  born 
Oct.  13,  1875,  in  Dauphin  County]  Pa.,  and 
died  Aug.  19,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Palmyra, 
Pa.  On  Oct.  3,  1895,  she  was  married  to  Hi- 
ram G.  Gingrich,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Shortly 
after  her  marriage,  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  five  children,  two  broth- 
ers, two  sisters,  thirteen  grandchildren  and 
five  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  from  the  Palmyra  church 
by  Elder  F.  S.  Carper.  Burial  was  in  the 
Shellsville  cemetery. — Mrs.  George  W.  Bell, 
Palmyra,  Pa. 

Harler,  Ivan  Arnold,  son  of  John  and 
Bliss   Clutteur  Harter,   was   born  Nov.   25, 

1913,  and  died  Aug.  16,  1950.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Eunice  Lee 
Harter,  two  sons,  two  brothers,  one  sister 
and  his  parents.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Look. — Joseph  Michael 
Mason,  Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Mason,  Hattie,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Kate  Hyre,   was  born  near  Dayton,   Ohio, 
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Sept.  30,  1871,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1950.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
During  the  last  years  of  her  life  she  lived 
as  a  nonresident  member  but  she  always 
found  great  joy  in  keeping  in  touch  with 
the  church  through  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Otto 
Mason,  one  son,  one  daughter,  one  sister, 
seven  grandchildren  and  five  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  where  in- 
terment was  made. — Harvey  R.  Hostetler, 
Wichita,  Kansas. 

Miller,  Eliza  Jane,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Sarah  Hevener  May,  was  born  Feb.  3, 
1877,  in  Grant  County,  W.  Va.,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Fulks  Run,  Va.,  Sept.  10, 
1950.  She  was  married  to  George  Miller. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  two  daugh- 
ters, two  sons,  one  brother,  twelve  grand- 
children and  eight  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Mathias 
church,  W.  Va.,  by  the  undersigned  and 
Wendell  C.  Mathias.  Burial  was  in  the 
Cedar  Hill  cemetery  near  Mathias,  W.  Va. 
— Joseph  Michael  Mason,  Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Oaks,  Calvin  Christopher,  son  of  L.  B. 
and  Kathryn  Oaks,  was  born  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  April  30,  1931,  and  died  May  14,  1950. 
He  received  the  rite  of  Christian  baptism 
at  the  age  of  nine  years.  In  spite  of  phys- 
ical handicaps  he  graduated  from  East 
High  School  in  February,  just  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  his  final  illness.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  parents  and  one  sister.  Serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  First  church  in 
Akron  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery. — Harlan  C. 
Grubb,   Louisville,   Ohio. 

Reed,  Grover  Cleveland,  son  of  Abraham 
and  Emma  Sheets  Reed,  was  born  Sept.  5, 
1884,  at  Bourbon,  Ind.,  and  died  Aug.  29, 
1950,  at  the  Centreville,  Mich.,  hospital. 
On  May  7,  1904,  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Pippenger,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  seven  sons,  four 
daughters,  twenty-nine  grandchildren,  one 
great-grandchild  and  three  brothers.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Florence 
church,  of  which  he  became  a  member 
years  ago,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Estelle  of  Sturgis,  Mich.  Burial  was 
in  the  Union  Center  cemetery  near  Nap- 
panee,  Ind. — Glenn  I.  Rummel,  Constan- 
tine,  Mich. 

Schwader,  Susan  M.,  daughter  of  Leon- 
ard and  Cathrine  Hire,  was  born  Oct.  14, 
1868,  in  Defiance  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
Aug.  28,  1950,  at  Montgomery,  Mich.,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter.  On  July  31, 
1892,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Leon- 
ard Schwader,  who  preceded  her  in  death 
on  July  6,  1947.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  one  son,  thirteen  grandchil- 
dren and  fourteen  great-grandchildren.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  she  received  the 
rite  of  baptism  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  the  Defiance  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Riverside  cemetery  in 
Defiance,  Ohio. — Orville  Noffsinger,  De- 
fiance, Ohio. 

See,  Charles  Franklin,  son  of  Amanda 
Frances  See,  was  born  Aug.  25,  1887,  and 
died  July  21,  1950.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  had  served 
as  a  Sunday-school  teacher  and  deacon. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Stella  M.  See, 
two  half  sisters,  two  half  brothers,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Mathias  church,  W.  Va., 
by  the  undersigned  and  Wendell  C. 
Mathias. — Joseph  Michael  Mason,  Mathias, 
W.  Va. 

Warner,  Junior  Francis,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Francis  Warner,  was  born  at  Van- 
couver, Wash.,  March  19,  1947,  and  was 
killed  by  a  truck  Aug.  28,  1950.  In  Au- 
gust 1949  he  came  with  his  parents  to  San 
Diego,  where  they  made  their  home  and 
attended  regularly  the  First  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
cradle  roll  and  later  of  the  nursery  class 
of  the  church.  Memorial  services  were 
held  at  the  First  church  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Hope 
cemetery  in.  San  Diego. — R.  Truman  North- 
up,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Weber,    Clara    A.,    daughter    of    Charles 


E.  and  Grace  Umbower  Weber,  was  born 
in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  April  14,  1914,  and 
died  at  her  home  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pa., 
July  26,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Roaring  Spring  church,  having  united  with 
the  church  at  an  early  age;  she  was  active 
in  the  church  until  her  health  failed.  She 
was  engaged  in  the  nursing  profession  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her 
parents,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Roaring 
Spring  church  by  Henry  Kulp  of  Altoona, 
Pa.,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery  at  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Pa. — Sara  E.  Hoover,  Roaring 
Spring,  Pa. 

Wingerl,  Martha  E.,  died  in  the  Waynes- 
boro hospital,  June  27,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Upton  church.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  Bro.  George  E. 
Wingert,  two  sons  and  four  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  A.  E. 
Mlnnich  funeral  home  in  Greencastle,  Pa., 
by  Elder  Edgar  Landis.  Interment  was  in 
the  Upton  church  cemetery. — Nelson  L. 
Wilson,  Greencastle,  Pa. 
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California 

McFarland. — We  have  had  several  good 
films  shown  on  Sunday  evenings  during 
the  last  few  months.  Among  them  were 
Prejudice  and  Kenji  Comes  Home.  Fol- 
lowing Prejudice,  a  forum  was  held  to 
discuss  the  picture.  We  also  had  some 
slides  shown  of  our  summer  camps.  Re- 
cent guest  speakers  have  been  Rev.  Harvey 
Harper,  who  told  of  his  work  among  the 
migrants  of  our  valley  and  Forest  S.  Eis- 
enbise,  who  told  about  the  relief  work  in 
Palestine.  Gerry  Mueller,  a  German  stu- 
dent staying  in  Lindsay,  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  one  Sunday  evening.  Bro. 
Coffman  will  not  be  available  as  our  pas- 
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tor  for  next  year.  He  is  leaving  after  fif- 
teen years  of  service  in  this  church.  At 
a  special  council  we  voted  to  secure  Bro. 
Russell  Burriss  as  our  new  pastor.  The 
Moody  Bible  Institute  film.  Dust  or  Des- 
tiny, was  shown  at  the  church  in  July. 
A  large  group  attended  Camp  Greenhorn, 
our  family  camp  in  the  mountains,  in 
August.  We  held  a  farewell  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Coffman  and  their  family.  The 
men  and  women  have  been  busy  painting, 
cleaning  and  fixing  up  the  parsonage  for 
our  new  pastor  and  his  family. — Mrs.  Ben 
Lehman,  Delano,  Calif. 

Raisin  City. — In  August  we  held  a  very 
successful  Bible  school.  The  two  Pente- 
costal churches  at  Raisin  co-operated  with 
us  by  sending  their  children.  Our  en- 
rollment was  102  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  75.  On  the  last  evening  the 
children  presented  a  program  for  the  par- 
ents. Burton  Liskey,  son  of  our  pastor,  and 
Doyle  Merrow  have  enrolled  as  freshman 
in  La  Verne  College.  We  had  our  fall 
election  of  officers  with  Vernon  Miller  of 
the  Fresno  congregation  as  moderator. 
Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Hughes,  Brother 
and  Sister  W.  Walton  and  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter W.  Fisher  were  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  We  have  taken  in  quite  a  few 
new  members  by  baptism  and  some  by 
letter.  The  men's  brotherhood  discontinued 
their  meetings  during  the  summer.  The 
members  of  the  women's  work  have  had 
meetings  the  year  around.  We  have 
packed  quite  a  bit  of  used  clothing  for 
overseas  and  are  kept  busy  quilting.  Bro. 
Russell  Burriss  delivered  a  good  sermon 
for  us  while  our  pastor  was  at  camp. — Al- 
ma Smith,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Colorado 

Denver.— Bro.  J.  G.  Myers  and  his  fam- 
ily left  for  their  new  field  of  labor  in  Ak- 
ron, Ohio,  and  on  Sept.  10  Bro.  Kurtis 
Naylor    and    his    wife    were    installed    for 


labor  in  Denver.  Bro.  Frantz  of  McPherson 
and  Bro.  E.  Fasnacht  of  Rocky  Ford  were 
here  for  the  installation  service. — Mrs. 
Laura  M.  Fields,  Englewood,  Colo. 

Florida 
Jacksonville. — Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  Sept.  12  and  organized  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Sister  Benham  was  elected 
Messenger  agent  and  Bro.  Morrow  and  Bro. 
Arnold  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  The  church,  having  pur- 
chased a  projector,  enjoyed  many  good 
films  while  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  were 
in  the  North  this  summer.  Our  new  pro- 
gram calls  for  a  film  one  Sunday  evening 
each  month.  We  decided  to  hold  our  fall 
love  feast  the  first  Saturday  evening  in 
November.  We  also  decided  to  continue 
our  100%  Messenger  club.  Our  Achieve- 
ment Offering  will  be  lifted  on  Sept.  24. 
In  co-opration  with  the  Clay  County 
church  we  are  entertaining  the  district 
meeting  at  Camp  Ithiel  early  in  October. 
Tourists  coming  to  Florida  are  invited  to 
spend  a  Sunday  with  us.  Anyone  knowing 
of  Brethren  or  friends  of  our  church  liv- 
ing in  or  near  Jacksonville  should  send 
their  names  and  addresses  to  the  pastor, 
Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold,  1800  Blanding  Road, 
Jacksonville  5,  Fla. — Mrs.  S.  Ira  Arnold, 
Jacksonville,   Fla. 

Kansas 
Quinter. — A  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Bryan  Roesch.  A  program  and  ex- 
hibit of  the  work  done  completed  this 
project.  Some  members  of  the  youth 
group  spent  the  summer  serving  in  mental 
hospitals  or  training  for  volunteer  service. 
Eighteen  members  of  the  CBYF  attended 
the  state  camp  at  Tonganoxie  and,  as 
usual,  Quinter  won  the  banner  for  the 
largest  group  present.  The  men's  group 
built    a    home    for    our    displaced    persons 
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family.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Wilburn  Lew- 
alien,  served  as  teacher  in  the  junior- 
intermediate  camp  at  Salina.  Five  youth 
went  to  the  camp  with  him  and  later  told 
the  congregation  of  their  experiences.  Re- 
cent guest  speakers  included  Bro.  Earl 
Frantz  of  McPherson;  Bro.  Roy  Crist  of 
La  Verne,  Calif.,  and  Bro.  Wayne  Crist  of 
Polo,  111.,  besides  several  local  members. 
Our  fall  council  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Sept.  27.— Mrs.  D.  Louis  Bowman,  Quinter, 
Kansas. 

Maryland 

Beaver  Dam. — The  first  of  July  our  full- 
time  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  Fike,  and  his  fam- 
ily arrived.  He  is  being  shared  with  the 
Edgewood  and  Sams  Creek  churches.  A 
vacation  Bible  school,  conducted  jointly 
with  the  Johnsville  Methodist  church,  was 
held  the  week  of  July  24,  with  its  closing 
program  presented  in  the  Beaver  Dam 
church  on  the  evening  of  July  30.  The 
ladies'  aid  society  that  meets  monthly  gave 
a  pantry  shower  for  Bro.  Fike's  family  at 
their  August  meeting.  Our  annual  hymn 
sing  was  held  Sept.  3,  with  a  large  number 
of  neighboring  churches  being  represented. 
On  Sept.  3  our  council  meeting  was  held 
and  officers  were  elected.  We  decided  to 
hold  a  home-coming  program  next  year. 
Communion  services  will  be  held  Oct.  8. 
Revival  meetings  will  be  conducted  Oct. 
22-29  by  Bro.  Paul  Fike.— Mrs.  Samuel 
Glisan,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Edgewood.— Plans  for  the  installation  of 
an  oil-burning  furnace  and  a  sign  in  the 
churchyard  were  approved.  Bro.  S.  Earl 
Mitchell,  district  fieldworker,  presented 
plans  for  the  calling  of  a  minister  to  the 
joint  pastorship  of  the  Beaver  Dam,  Sams 
Creek  and  Edgewood  churches.  The  con- 
gregation authorized  the  joint  ministerial 
boards  to  proceed  as  did  the  other  two 
churches  and  subsequently  Bro.  Paul  Fike, 
graduate  of  Bethany  in  the  class  of 
1950,  was  installed  on  July  2.  Attendance 
and  offerings  have  been  good  all  summer. 
The  ladies'  aid  meets  weekly.  The  young 
adult  class  has  been  sponsoring  a  Sunday 
evening  service  monthly.  Bro.  Ira  S.  Petre, 
a  volunteer  worker  and  others  were  guest 
speakers.  We  co-operated  with  the  com- 
munity Bible  school  at  New  Windsor  this 
year— Evelyn  Barnes  Wilhide,  New  Wind- 
sor, Md. 

Longmeadow.— Our  congregation  was 
grief  stricken  by  the  tragic  death  of  Bro. 
H.  R.  Rowland,  who  was  our  elder  for 
twenty-two  years.  A  special  meeting  of 
the  church  officials  was  called  and  Bro. 
Elmer  Rowland  was  appointed  elder  with 
the  district  ministerial  board  acting  as  as- 
sistant until  our  regular  council  next 
spring.  Owing  to  an  extensive  remodeling 
plan  at  the  church,  our  love  feast  was  not 
held  until  July  15.  Brethren  Samuel 
Lindsay  and  David  Petre  were  guest  min- 
isters with  Bro.  Lindsay  presiding  at  the 
evening  service.  An  organ  was  given  to 
our  church  by  Bro.  Luke  Petre  and  his 
family,  Venetian  blinds  by  Sister  Pauline 
Rowland,  carpet  by  Bro.  Silas  Petre  and 
his  family,  a  table,  cross  and  vases  for 
the  altar  by  Bro.  Charles  Wastler  and  his 
family  and  a  cornerstone  by  Brother  and 
Sister  Glenn  Strife.  Our  late  elder,  Bro. 
Rowland,  made  and  donated  the  pulpit 
chairs.  The  women  planned  and  furnished 
the  kitchen  and  improvements  were  made 
on  the  interior  of  the  church.  Our  rededi- 
cation  services  were  held  on  July  23,  with 
Bro.    Paul   M.    Robinson   bringing   the    re- 
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dedicatory  sermon.  There  were  services 
each  evening  throughout  the  following 
week  with  Brethren  Earl  Mitchell,  George 
Detweiler,  Newton  Poling,  Cyrus  Strite, 
D.  R.  Petre,  Carl  Myers,  Basil  Grossnickle 
and  Rowland  Reichard  as  the  speakers. 
Our  council  was  held  on  Aug.  19.  We  de- 
cided to  continue  our  Sunday  evening 
services.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Oct.  28.  Our  evangelistic  meetings  will 
be  held  Nov.  5-19,  with  Bro.  Wayne  Ni- 
carry  of  Chambersburg  as  the  evangelist. 
Two  persons  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  since  our  last  report. — 
Pearl  Petre,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  remodeled  .the  inside  oi  our  church. 
This  work  was  accomplished  by  the  men 
of  our  group.  We  are  having  a  new  fur- 
nace installed  now.  We  are  planning  for 
dedication  services  on  Oct.  22,  with  Rufus 
Bowman  as  the  speaker.  We  have  received 
five  persons  by  letter  and  four  by  baptism. 
We  held  our  quarterly  council  meeting  and 
our  election  of  officers  following  a  fellow- 
ship dinner.  Bro.  Frank  Allen  was  re- 
elected as  our  elder.  The  Lloyd  Deardorff 
family  is  sponsoring  a  German  high  school 
student,  Irmgard  Goesswein,  for  a  year. 
She  and  Shirley  Deardorff  attended  the 
young  people's  camp.  Mrs.  Vera  Dear- 
dorff was  an  adviser  at  the  intermediate 
camp.  Our  young  people  have  become 
quite  active  and  through  giving  one  half 
of  a  day's  pay  and  one  cent  a  meal,  they 
contributed  fifty  dollars  toward  the  build- 
ing fund.  We  enjoyed  the  district  meet- 
ing reports  from  our  two  delegates, 
Rebecca  Whitmer  and  Allen  Blocher.  We 
are  planning  to  hold  our  love  feast  on 
World  Communion  Sunday,  Oct.  1.  We 
have  enjoyed  having  Bro.  Kenneth  K'an  in 
our  services.  We  have  enjoyed  having 
many  visitors  and  welcome  any  others  to 
worship  with  us. — Mrs.  Wayne  Hollin, 
Minneapolis,   Minn. 

Missouri 

Cabool. — Sixty  campers  enjoyed  an  ex- 
cellent week  together  at  Camp  Piney  this 
summer.  A  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  at  the  Christian  church 
with  an  enrollment  of  forty-nine.  Rev. 
Riddick  of  the  Methodist  church,  Bro.  Eu- 
gene Lichty,  summer  pastor  of  the  Moun- 
tain Grove  church,  and  Bro.  R.  L.  Gass, 
pastor  of  the  Greenwood  church,  were  our 
guest  speakers  for  the  summer.  Family 
night  services  have  continued  throughout 
the  year.  An  offering  of  twenty-two  dol- 
lars was  received.  A  children's  choir  has 
been  started  recently  with  thirteen  as  the 
beginning  number.  Four  members  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  at  New  Hope, 
Ark.  Reports  of  the  delegates  were  given 
on  the  evening  of  Aug.  27. — Mrs.  J.  A. 
Rust,  Cabool,  Mo. 
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Oregon 

Weston. — Bro.  R.  Dale  Ferris  has  been 
our  pastor  for  a  year.  During  this  time 
he  was  raised  to  the  eldership.  Two  per- 
sons have  been  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  several  by  letter  or  reaffir- 
mation. A  series  of  meetings  were  held 
in  the  early  spring  with  Stanley  Keller 
as  the  speaker.  A  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  co-operation  with  the 
Methodist  church  with  an  enrollment  of 
ninety-four.  Emphasis  is  being  made  to 
do  more  with  the  children  and  youth  of 
the  community.  Dale  and  Verna  Ferris,  ac- 
companied by  their  children,  represented 
the  Weston  church  at  Camp  Myrtlewood. 
A  girls'  string  trio  from  La  Verne  Col- 
lege was  here  in  August  and  the  Kohrmann 
quartet  will  be  here  in  September.  A  joint 
meeting  with  the  Moscow  church,  Idaho, 
will  be  held  at  Dayton,  Wash.,  in  Septem- 
ber. Katherine  and  Bertha  Stroup  are  at- 
tending La  Verne  College.  The  women's 
work  group  has  been  helping  where  neces- 
sary in  the  church  and  has  prepared  cloth- 
ing for  the  needy. — Lena  Blomgren, 
Weston,  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Diehl's  Cross  Roads. — As  the  result  of 
evangelistic  meetings  held  by  Bro.  Perry 
L.  Huffaker  of  Ohio,  seven  persons  were 
baptized  and  one  received  by  letter.  Three 
letters  were  granted.  Bro.  Merle  Det- 
wiler  of  the  Koontz  congregation  was  with 
us  for  a  recent  evening  meeting.  On  July 
9  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  returned  missionary 
to  India,  delivered  an  inspiring  mission- 
ary address.  Special  music  was  also  pre- 
sented on  the  same  evening  by  Tom  Filer 
of  Altoona.  He  is  a  blind  musician  and 
gospel  singer.  The  Broad  Top  Gospel 
chorus  presented  a  program  of  music  on 
Aug.  6,  with  Bro.  Emmert  Frederick  as 
the  speaker.  Our  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  in  the  Fredericksburg  house  and 
was  well  attended  by  our  children.  Our 
pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Paul  R.  Yoder,  assisted 
with  the  teaching.  A  number  of  our  chil- 
dren have  attended  camp  this  summer. 
Our  women's  work  group  is  quite  busy 
quilting  this  year.  On  Sept.  3,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  our  pastor,  who  was  in  evan- 
gelistic meetings,  our  morning  service  was 
in  charge  of  Mrs.  Yoder. — Susie  Hoover, 
Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Leamersville. — The  Pleaasnt  Hill  male 
chorus  presented  a  program  of  sacred 
music,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  young 
people  of  our  church.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, two  of  our  members  have  died.  We 
are  having  a  series  of  films  on  the  life  of 
Paul.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy- 
four.  During  the  school  Brethren  Levi  K. 
Ziegler  and  Premchand  G.  Bhagat  visited 
and  spoke  to  the  children.  Thirty-five  dol- 
lars was  given  to  provide  a  well  for  a 
village  in  India.  The  school  closed  with  a 
program.  On  July  16  we  had  a  temper- 
ance program  arranged  by  the  temperance 
superintendent,  Mrs.  Carl  Stone.   This  pro- 


gram   featured    the    showing    of    a    film, 
Liquid  Lore.   Fifteen  of  our  young  people 
attended     Camp    Harmony.      Our    pastor  i 
served  as  a  counselor  and  teacher  for  two 
weeks.     Our    missionary,    Bro.    James    B. 
Bowman,  was  not  able  to  visit  our  church 
before    returning    to    the    field    but    our 
prayers   and  support  follow   him   and  his 
family  as  they  return  to  their  work.    Our! 
prayer  meeting  continues  with  interesting  l 
studies  in  the  Gospel  of  John.   Our  council  t 
meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  27.  Bro.  Quinter 
Showalter    was    re-elected    as    our    elder. ! 
Officers  for  the  Sunday  school  and  church  I 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year.   Brother 
and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold  recently  presented 
a  program,  which  was  sponsored  by  the! 
junior  league  of  our  church. — Rachel  Claar,  '■ 
East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Lillle  Swatara. — Clara  Harper,  returned  I 
missionary,  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  her  t 
work  in  Africa.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible! 
school  was  held  with  an  enrollment  of  355. ! 
Mrs.  Nora  Frantz  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.! 
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and  water.  Eight-room  house.  Crop  and 
equipment  included  for  immediate  pos-J 
session.  On  school  bus  and  mail  route.F 
One  mile  from  town,  one-hour  drive  tol 
Brethren  church.  Write:  Frank  K.  Allen, [ 
Big  Lake,  Minn. 

No.  470.   For  sale:    104  acres  to  settle  es- 
tate.   Barn  with  electric  milker  installed,! 
will    sell    livestock    and    feed    with    farm 
Modern  machinery.  Eight-room  house,  en- 
closed porches,  basement,  bath.  Electricity, 
new  fences,  large  well-shaded  lawn.    Lo- 
cated on  gravel  road,  2  miles  to  hard  sur-l 
face    road,    short   drive   to    town    and   tol 
Brethren  church.   Write:   Mrs.  F.  A.  Jones, 
R.  3,  Floyd,  Va. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help 
care  for  aged  man,  other  duties  about  the 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One- 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con-i 
veniences,  board,  room  and  laundry  fur-l 
nished.  Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs.| 
Emma  K.  Stryker,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

No.  472.  Wanted:  Caretaker  for 
First  church,  Chicago,  HI.  If  intereste 
write:  David  Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren 
Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  473.    For  sale:    Two  lots,  nine-roon 
house  arranged  for  two  families.    Double 
garage    with   upstairs    workshop,    chicke 
house,  garden  with  strawberries  and  ra 
berries.    Close  to  Church  of  the  Brethren,! 
school    and    two    miles    from    Manchester 
College.    Write:    Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael,  Lib-| 
erty  Mills,  Ind. 

No.   474.    For   rent:    Rooms   and   apart- J 
ments,  y2  block  from  Church  of  the  Breth-j 
ren,  one-  to  three-room  apartments  wit! 
housekeeping      facilities,      also      sleepii 
rooms.    We  cater  to  middle  aged  and  eld-| 
erly  people.   Three  blocks  from  downtov 
circle.    Write   for   reservations   at'  seasor. 
rates.   Bowers  Apartments,  314  S.  Pine  St. 
Sebring,  Fla. 

No.  475.  Wanted:  High  school  boy  tcj 
help  with  chores  on  farm  and  attenc 
school  this  winter,  also  to  help  next  sum-j 
mer  on  farm,  located  near  Greenville  t 
Ohio.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis-j 
sion,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  476.  Wanted:  Kitchen  help  foi| 
Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria 
Ohio,  immediately.  Write:  Brethren  Olcj 
Folks'   Home,   Fostoria,   Ohio. 

No.  477.  Wanted:  Mature,  single  womarl 
to  keep  house  for  two.  Preparation  o:| 
meals  included,  no  laundry  work.  Colleg 
community.  Salary  $80  per  month  and  livj 
ing.  Write:  President,  Shimer  College 
Mount  Carroll,  111. 


Paul  Ziegler,  served  as  the  directors.  Luke 
Brandt  of  Conewago  gave  a  talk  on  family 
ife.  Two  children's  day  programs  were 
jresented,  one  at  the  Schubert  house  and 
;he  other  at  the  Frystown  house.  The 
vomen  also  presented  a  program,  includ- 
ng  readings  and  singing.  Our  love  feast 
tvill  be  held  on  Oct.  7  and  8.  Twelve  per- 
sons have  accepted  Christ  during  our  two 
veeks'  meeting  Aug.  20 — Sept.  3.  Bro. 
Perry  Liskey  of  Annville  was  the  evan- 
»elist.  We  are  looking  forward  to  another 
•vangelistic  meeting  in  October,  with  Bro. 
italph  Jones  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  K. 
Sugene  Stump,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Midway. — Due  to  the  remodeling  of  the 
Midway  church  we  are  conducting  our 
iervices  at  present  in  the  Cornwall  house. 
Dur  volunteer  service  workers  have  been 
issigned  to  the  following  projects:  Sister 
Vtary  Keller  to  the  home  mission  project 
»t  Taylors  Valley,  Va.;  Sister  Edna  Binner 
:o  a  migrant  workers'  community  in  Mo- 
iesto,  Calif.,  and  Sister  Lois  Wenger  to 
tie  Brethren  Service  farm  at  Falfurrias, 
Texas.  Two  temperance  programs  have 
seen  presented,  one  by  the  women's  work 
jroup  with  Bro.  Conway  Bennett  of  Little 
Swatara  as  the  guest  speaker  and  the  oth- 
ir,  a  temperance  play,  by  the  CBYF.    The 


women's  work  group  also  sponsored  a  mis- 
sionary program,  showing  films  based  on 
our  mission  work  in  Africa  and  Puerto 
Rico.  At  one  of  our  evening  services  Rob- 
ert Jones  of  Bethlehem,  a  lawyer,  Christian 
layman  and  personal  friend  of  one  of  our 
members,  showed  a  musical  film,  Quartette 
of  Wheaton  College;  The  Prodigal  Son  and 
a  children's  film.  He  accepted  no  remuner- 
ation but  all  contributions  went  toward  the 
projector  fund  for  Japan.  The  men's  work 
group  had  charge  of  a  morning  service  at 
which  Bro.  Luke  Brandt  of  Conewago  de- 
livered a  missionary  address.  Mary  Blouch 
and  Hilda  Patches  were  our  delegates  to 
the  women'  work  conference  at  Camp 
Swatara.  On  Aug.  3  our  women  held  a 
vesper  service  at  the  Cornwall  church. 
The  women  have  gone  to  our  local  hospi- 
tal to  sew  several  times.  On  the  evening 
of  Aug.  13  we  held  a  joint  vesper  service 
with  the  Annville  congregation  on  the 
lawn  of  the  South  Annville  church.  Guest 
ministers  filling  the  pulpit  recently  were 
Brethren  Harper  Snavely  of  Woodbury, 
Peter  Heisey  of  Heidelberg,  Frank  Layser 
of  Myerstown  and  Lowell  Gearhart  of 
Greencastle. — Mrs.  Howard  P.  Risser, 
Quentin,  Pa. 
Mount   Joy. — Our   vacation   Bible   school 


Are  you   teaching   juniors   this   year? 

If  you  are,  you  doubtless  feel  the  need  of  good  helps  in 
this  very  important  work.  The  books  described  below 
will  be  of  value  to  you  as  you  endeavor  to  improve  your 
effectiveness. 

The  Junior  Department  of  the  Church  School 

Smith $1.50 

A  practical  guide  for  teachers  and  officers.  Offers  help  on  such 
matters  as:  department  administration;  effective  guidance; 
environment  and  equipment  for  teaching;  leaders;  the  ses- 
sions; worship;  group  activity;  parental  co-operation;  special 
days  and  occasions;  records;  reports;  books;  pictures. 

Teaching  Junior  Boys  and  Girls 

Eakin    $1.00 

An  experienced  teacher  of  juniors  herein  shares  suggestions 
on  many  pertinent  themes:  how  juniors  learn;  what  they 
should  learn ;  teaching  procedures ;  activities ;  class  discussion ; 
the  use  of  stories,  poetry  and  pictures;  worship;  testing 
oneself. 


Stories  for  Junior  Worship 


Kelsey 


$1.50 


Juniors  must  have  stories !  And  this  book  provides  a  carefully 
selected  group.  Some  are  brief;  others  are  long.  Each  is 
fascinating,  and  will  hold  the  attention  of  restless  boys  and 
girls.  Each  appeals  to  the  child's  real  interests  and  helps  him 
grow  into  a  consciousness  of  God  and  the  good  life. 


Kelsey 


More  Stories  for  Junior  Worship 


$1.50 


Thirty-one  stories  selected  especially  for  use  in  junior  worship 
services  and  story  hours.  They  cover  a  variety  of  subjects 
and  range  geographically  from  Greece  to  Puerto  Rico.  Some 
of  the  stories  have  Biblical  settings.  All  offer  wholesome  ideas 
to  up-and-coming  juniors. 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


was  held  in  July  with  an  enrollment  of 
230.  A  new  feature  was  a  membership 
class  taught  by  our  pastor,  Russell  K. 
Showalter.  Fifteen  persons  were  baptized 
and  five  await  the  rite.  Bro.  William  Eich- 
er,  one  of  our  boys,  was  granted  his  church 
letter  and  he  is  now  pastor  of  the  Summit 
church  in  Virginia.  The  seventy-first  an- 
niversary of  the  Mount  Joy  church  was 
observed  in  a  special  service  on  Aug.  13. 
Jack  Williams  was  our  speaker  on  youth 
Sunday,  Aug.  20.  Our  reorganization  day 
is  Sept.  17.  Our  Achievement  Offering 
day  is  Sept.  24.  We  are  participating  in  a 
community-wide  National  Christian  Teach- 
ing Mission  Sept.  21-28.  Missionary  J.  M. 
Blough  will  visit  us  on  Oct.  1.  Our  revival 
will  be  held  Oct.  2-15.  with  William  L. 
Gould  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  as  the 
evangelist.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
Oct.  15.  Our  church  improvement  project 
is  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  the 
year  at  a  cost  of  $4,200.— Mrs.  Florence 
Showalter,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh. — On  Oct.  1  our  church  will 
celebrate  its  fiftieth  anniversary.  Services 
will  be  held  Sept.  27— Oct.  1.  Bro.  Charles 
Zunkel,  secretary  of  the  Ministry  and 
Home  Mission  Commission,  will  be  the 
speaker  on  Oct.  1  at  the  morning  service 
and  will  preside  at  the  love  feast  in  the 
evening.  The  women's  organization  has 
been  very  active  this  year.  They  have 
been  meeting  the  fourth  Saturday  of  each 
month  with  the  emphasis  during  the  year 
being  on  foreign  missions.  One  of  the 
outstanding  events  was  to  prepare  and 
serve  a  banquet  to  the  Juniata  alumni.  The 
men's  work  sponsored  the  enlarging  of  the 
church  office.  They  will  be  very  busy 
cleaning,  painting  and  getting  everything 
ready  for  our  fiftieth  anniversary.  The 
Friendship  class,  a  group  of  young  people, 
is  making  up  a  birthday  calendar  for  the 
new  year.  The  junior  and  intermediate  de- 
partments of  the  Sunday  school  are  raising 
money  to  purchase  books  to  start  a  li- 
brary. Many  improvements  were  made  in 
the  beginner  and  primary  departments  — 
Mrs.  Clarence  Wisseman,  Turtle  Creek,  Pa. 

Schuylkill.— Elder  H.  G.  Fahnestock 
brought  an  interesting  report  of  the  Sun- 
day-school meeting  held  on  Labor  Day.  On 
July  9  a  home-coming  was  held  at  the 
Big  Dam  church.  Guest  ministers  were 
Henry  King,  Robert  Young  and  Mark 
Wolfe.  Sister  Clara  Harper  told  us  of  her 
experience  as  a  missionary  to  Africa.  On 
July  23  the  Shelly  reunion  and  on  Aug.  27 
the  Fahnestock  reunion  were  held  at  the 
Big  Dam  church.  On  July  23  the  young 
people  held  a  vesper  service  on  the  lawn  of 
the  church  with  Elder  S.  K.  Wenger  as 
the  speaker.  One  person  was  baptized 
since  our  last  report.  Bro.  Calvin  Brown 
was  elected  as  deacon  and  Bro.  John  Kint- 
zel,  Jr.,  was  elected  to  the  ministry.  Our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  are  Breth- 
ren Calvin  Brown  and  Raymond  Kutz.  An 
educational  sermon  was  delivered  by  Eld- 
er Perry  Sanger  and  our  harvest-home 
sermon  by  Elder  David  Gibble.  Elder  S. 
G.  Meyer  and  Elder  Frank  Layser  preached 
for  us  recently. — Mrs.  Arnold  Zechman, 
Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Buena  Vista. — Our  new  Sunday-school 
annex  is  well  under  construction  now. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  it  to 
use  for  our  classes  in  the  near  future.  The 
church  is  co-operating  in  a  wonderful  way 
toward  meeting  the  financial  obligations  of 
our  building  project.  On  the  evening  of 
July  31  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India  was 
with  us.  Bro.  James  Renz,  our  temperance 
director,  was  with  us  for  an  evening  on 
Aug.  4.  While  the  pastor  was  absent  on 
vacation,  Brethren  R.  V.  Simmons  and 
M.  R.  Wolfe  filled  the  pulpit.  Our  Sunday 
morning  services  during  the  month  of 
August  were  broadcast  over  station  WREL. 
We  had  union  Sunday  evening  services 
during  August  with  our  pastor  preaching 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Our  fall  coun- 
cil meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  10,  at  which 
time  new  officers  for  the  Sunday-school 
and  church  were  elected.  Bro.  J.  C.  Garber 
was  re-elected  elder.    Our  fall  communion 
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Washington 
Tacoma. — We  met  in  our  regular  quar-; 
terly  council  on  Sept.  10  and  church  and! 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the: 
coming  year.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Barnett,  and 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  Barnhart,  were  re- 
elected for  another  year.  A  potluck  din- 
ner was  served  in  our  new  basement  on; 
the  day  of  our  council  meeting.  Many; 
items  of  interest  were  discussed  in  the 
meeting.  The  writer  was  retained  as  Mes-j 
senger  agent  and  correspondent. — Mrs.  Let-  j 
tie  Cherrington,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

West  Virginia 

Pleasant    Hill. — Bro.    Norman    Harsh    of! 
Bethany  Seminary  served  as  our  summer 
pastor.    Bro.  Harsh  held  a  two  weeks'  re- 
Name      vival    and    two    young    people    were    re-j 

ceived    into    the    church    by    baptism.     A 
or   g{  vacation   Bible   school   of   two   weeks   was 

held  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty-eight.  The 
Zone  State  children    and    teachers    presented    a    pro-l 

gram  at  the  close  of  the  school.    Three  off 

Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address       our    vou,ng    People    attended    the    district; 
.1       to  .T        .  ujj  -air-         -p  -i  camp.    One  letter  was  granted  at  a  recent 

promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address.  ^P.  u  meeting    We  a|opted  the  enveiope| 

system  of  giving.    We  have  recently  pur-J 

chased  a  piano  for  the  church,  which  was. 

dedicated  for  use  in  worship.  The  womenl 
have  organized  a  work  group  and  are  now! 
working  on  a  quilting  project.  S.  H.  andj 
G.  W.  Kirk  were  our  delegates  to  dis-i 
trict  meeting.  We  plan  to  have  a  revival! 
meeting  in  October. — Mrs.  J.  Ray  Martin,! 
Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin 
Chippewa  Valley.— Since  our  last  report.f 
four  persons  have  been  received  by  bap-? 
tism.  Our  interest  and  attendance  have] 
been  very  good.  Bro.  Wenger  and  his  fam-k 
ily  have  gone  back  to  Bethany  to  school 
and  Bro.  Holsopple  and  his  family  have* 
taken  up  the  work  as  our  full-time  pas-j 
tors.  They  will  serve  the  Rock  Falls  church) 
also."  Mrs.  Nora  Andrews  was  our  dele-k 
gate  to  district  meeting.  We  welcomef 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Deardorff,  Sr.i 
parents  of  Mrs.  Walter  Davis,  into  ouii 
group.  At  our  special  council  meeting  Bro.j 
Clarence  Fike  was  elected  as  our  elder.— | 
Mrs.  John  Cripe,  Mondovi,  Wis. 


service  will  be  held  on  Oct.  1.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  evangelistic  meet- 
ing in  October  with  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  the  evangelist. 
Several  of  our  young  people  attended 
Camp  Bethel  this  summer. — Mrs.  John 
Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Hollins  Road. — During  the  summer  we 
have  had  a  number  of  interesting  events. 
The  parsonage  note  was  burned.  A  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  with  the 
children  giving  twenty-four  dollars  for 
mission  work  in  South  America.  The  two 
German  student  girls  living  in  the  Clover- 
dale  congregation  spoke  one  night,  at 
which  time  an  'offering  was  taken  for  one 
of  them  to  give  volunteer  service  for  one 
year  in  Europe.  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  was 
the  speaker  for  the  morning  service  the 
last  Sunday  of  July.  We  gave  $105  to 
place  the  roof  on  the  Gogat  church  in 
India.  Two  members  have  been  received 
by  letter  and  four  have  been  lost  by  death. 
Our  revival  will  be  held  Oct.  1-15  by  Bro. 
John  Graham,  pastor  of  the  Buena  Vista 
church. — Mrs.   F.   O.   Hedge,   Roanoke,   Va. 

Western  Mi.  Carmel. — The  Evergreen 
church  held  its  vacation  Bible  school  in 
the  evenings.  Evening  work  was  provided 
for  the  regular  Sunday-school  group  with 
the  young  people's  group  and  the  adult 
class  holding  discussions  on  how  to  live 
a  better  Christian  life  and  improve  their 
family  life.  The  discussions  were  led  by 
different  speakers  each  evening.  The  week 
was  climaxed  on  Saturday  evening  with  a 
picture  on  stewardship.  The  average  at- 
tendance was  eighty-five.  A  vacation 
school  was  also  held  at  the  Mountain  Grove 
church  with  an  attendance  of  thirty-two. 
Revivals  have  been  held  at  both  churches; 
Bro.  F.  E.  Williar  was  at  Evergreen  from 
July  19  to  30  and  Bro.  J.  H.  Morris  at  the 
Mountain  Grove  church.  As  a  result  of 
these  meetings,  twenty-five  young  people 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 
and  several  others  rededicated  their  lives. 
The  outlook  for  the  church  is  quite  en- 
couraging with  the  increased  interest  and 
attendance.  The  men  of  the  church  have 
been  organized  to  meet  regularly.  The 
church  architect,  Bro.  Groff,  met  with  us 
in  the  interest  of  our  new  church  at  Ev- 
ergreen. Several  of  our  people  attended 
the  district  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict at  Free  Union,  Aug.  16-18.  Brethren 
Jack  Morris  and  Harry  Graybill  were  our 
delegates  to  the  meeting.  A  revival  meet- 
ing will  be  held  at  the  Shady  Grove  church 
in  October.  Our  communion  will  be  held 
on  World  Communion  Sunday.- — Nelie 
Wampler,  Geer,  Va. 

Timberville. — Our  church  was  host  to 
the  community  leadership  training  school, 
which  was  sponsored  by  all  the  churches 
of  the  community.  Most  of  our  church 
school  teachers  attended.    Another  project 


of  our  church  school  was  a  special  study 
of  ten  denominations.  The  denominations 
were  chosen  by  the  group  as  those  in 
which  they  were  particularly  interested. 
The  study  created  quite  a  bit  of  interest 
and  was  thought  to  be  very  helpful  in  un- 
derstanding other  faiths  and  in  deepening 
our  respect  for  our  own.  Our  evangelistic 
meeting  was  held  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown 
College.  Interest  was  >good  and  the  meet- 
ing was  one  of  inspiration  to  all.  There 
have  been  four  accessions  to  the  church 
at  Timberville  and  ten  from  the  Mt.  Olivet 
church.  Our  pastor,  Joseph  W.  Miller,  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  to  be  effective  Sept. 
1,  since  he  feels  the  desire  to  enter  the 
field  of  music  in  a  full-time  capacity.  Bro. 
Glen  Weimer  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  has 
been  called  to  fill  his  vacancy.  We  have 
recently  reorganized  our  Sunday  school. 
— Dove  Miller,   Broadway,   Va. 
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HYMNS  OF  FAITH"  sacred  recordings 

CB3 

By  the  McPherson  College  a  cappella  choir 
Lo!  How  a  Rose  E'er  Blooming 
Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God 
When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross 
The  Rose  of  Sharon 


CB4 

By  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  male  voices 

Beautiful  Saviour 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name 

Thine  Is  the  Glory 

Nearer,    My    God,    to    Thee 

Each  record  is  of  the  twelve-inch  size,  is  semi-breakable, 
records  four  hymns,  and  sells  for  $1.50.   Order  by  number. 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 
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POWER 
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ONG  before  men  had  inquired 
into   the   secrets   of   the   atom, 
they    recognized   the   potential    in 
a    flowing    stream.     The    problem 
was  to  channel  this  great  natural 
source   of  power  so  that   it   could 
be  made  to  move  the  mill  wheel 
and  set  in  motion  the  energy  they 
sought.  So  they  began  to  check  its. 
flow,  to  dam  up  its  waters  and  to 
direct  its  force  where  they  pleased. 
Then  they  used  its  power  to  manu- 
facture the  electric  supply  that  is 
available  at  the  snap  of  a  button. 
There   are   great   reservoirs   of   spiritual  power  that  wait  to  be  channeled  into 
he  activities   of   men.    But   only   those   engineers    of   the    Spirit    who    keep    their    lives 
ipen  to  the  source  of  power  are  aware  of  this  great  resource.    God's   resources   are 
remendous  but  they   are   not   quickly   obtained  by  the  pressing  of  a   button.    Neither 
fo  they  serve  the  heart  that  would  use  them  for  selfish  purposes.    The  power  of  God 
iwaits  the  man  who  lives  for  God  and  for  his  fellow  man.    And  that  power  can  fill 
zither  a   frail  straw   or   a   giant   conduit. 

Let  us  pray  for  power  to  help  and  serve.    But  first  let  us  remove  the  sins  that 
>/odc  so  that  we  keep  our  channels  clear. 


Gospel  Messenger 

'Thy  Kingdom  Come' 
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For  Ministers  Only 

I  have  noticed  for  a  number  of 
years  that  many  of  our  ministers 
deliver  their  sermons  in  a  rather 
low  tone  of  voice.  My  hearing  is 
not  as  keen  as  it  should  be,  yet  I 
can  hear  an  ordinary  conversation. 
When  I  go  to  other  churches  I  have 
no  difficulty  as  the  sermon  is  plainly 
heard  over  the  entire  church.  I 
realize  the  height  of  a  church  affects 
this  but  it  seems  to  me  the  sermon 
should  be  delivered  loud  enough 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  strain 
your  ears  in  order  to  hear  it.  —  A 
reader. 

Evangelism 

I  have  been  very  much  concerned 
lately  about  the  lack  of  evangelism 
in  our  church.  I  am  sorry  there 
was  scarcely  any  emphasis  on  evan- 
gelism at  Annual  Conference,  not 
nearly  as  much  as  on  the  budget, 
at  least. 

The  report  in  the  late  Christian 
Herald  does  not  look  good  for  our 
church.  Where  the  trouble  lies  I 
do  not  know. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  Gospel 
Messenger  have  a  series  of  articles 
on  this  matter,  the  cause,  remedy, 
and  anything  that  might  be  helpful 
in  changing  the  direction  in  which 
we  seem  to  be  going  as  the  report 
indicates.  —  C.  G.  Erbaugh,  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio. 

• 

How  Peace  Is  Obtained 

Today  the  foremost  issue  is  that 
of  world  domination.  There  is  a 
mighty  conspiracy  for  domination 
but  the  birth  of  the  destined  "Prince 
of  Peace"  nineteen  centuries  ago 
in  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  fore- 
dooms it  to  absolute  and  disgraceful 
failure.  The  world  conspiracy  of 
the  nations  organized  in  1945  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  "Prince 
of  Peace";  it  does  not  even  recognize 
him. 

The  man-made  charter  of  world 
conspiracy  assigns  to  it  the  task  of 
securing  the  peace  and  safety  of 
humankind  for  all  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jehovah's  covenant  for 
the  kingdom  and  the  title  The 
Prince  of  Peace  assigns  to  Christ 
Jesus  the  task  of  bringing  unending 
peace  and  prosperity. 

Let  the  people  decide  for  them- 
selves on  which  to  depend  as  cer- 
tain. Let  all  true  Christians  rely 
upon  the  prophecy  given  by  Je- 
hovah through  his  prophet,  Isaiah 
(Isa.     9:6-7).      Man's     efforts     can 


never  establish  universal  peace  and! 
security. 

The  vindication  of  God's  ownj 
Word  and  universal  sovereignty  will  • 
not  permit  him  to  bless  the  world) 
conspiracy  with  success  to  the  glory! 
of  men  of  this  world. 

To  the  contrary,  almighty  God  I 
will  make  peace  by  breaking  world! 
conspiracy  to  pieces  at  his  appointed  j 
time,  at  Armageddon. 

The  honor  of  bringing  real  peace! 
is  appointed  to  Christ  Jesus,  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  without  glory  to; 
any  man.  The  foundation  for  lasting] 
peace  and  tranquility  has  been  laidj 
and  is  not  movable  by  any  poweij 
in  heaven  or  in  earth. 

Does  Christendom  think  she  is 
more  holy  than  Jerusalem  in  thej 
days  of  King  Ahaz,  who  joined  in! 
a  world  conspiracy  with  Assyria?) 
Or  Jerusalem  in  the  days  of  heij 
last  King  Zedekiah,  who  joined  ir| 
worldly  conspiracy  with  Egypt  foi- 
self-defense?  —  Mrs.  Effie  McBridei 
Churubusco,  Ind. 

Korea 

I  must  comment  on  Thinking 
About  the  News  in  the  Aug.  19  issue 
of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

First,  the  Korean  boy  must  hav<| 
received  his  Christian  teaching  frorrj 
America  and  I  wonder  if  he  conf 
siders  us  on  the  same  level  witi 
Russia!s  Communists.  If  so,  let  hi' 
country  be  governed  by  Russia  anc 
see  how  he  likes  it. 

Many  small  countries  have  selfi 
government  given  to  them  by  the! 
United  States  but  these  same  count 
tries  ask  for  protection  for  thei; 
self-government  against  such  nal 
tions  as  Russia.  South  Korea  askeq 
this  protection  in  January  of  1949( 
when  they  were  given  this  freedom} 

So  I  say,  if  all  Koreans  feel  thj 
way  this  young  man  does,  let  Rusf 
sia  control  their  country  and  s&i 
how  many  freedoms  they  get — suclf 
as  self-government  and  free  speecij 
and  the  greatest  of  all  freedoms-  \ 
the  freedom  of  religion. 

We  need  police  protection  to  prcj 
tect  life  and  property  in  our  countr; 
and  I  believe  you  will  agree  to  tha1[ 
The  same  applies  to  the  nations. 

I  believe  in  peace  but  I  also  be) 
lieve  in  the  need  to  protect  my  lif  J 
and  freedoms  that  have  been  gainej 
by  our  forefathers  who  came  to  tt 
country  to  have  these  freedoms 
who  fought  so  we  can  have  freedc 
of  religion  today. — John  J.  Welbon 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 


For    too    long    Christian    people 
have    been    calling    war    a    mis- 
fortune  when   they   should   have 
called  it  a  sin 


Lorell   Weiss 

Drawing  by  William  Schule,  Jr..  from  an 
original  sketch  by  Dean  Egge 
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THERE  is  a  theory  that  great 
wars  come  only  at  intervals 
of  a  generation  or  more.  If 
this  could  be  proved,  it  would 
be  a  great  comfort.  Obviously 
the  little  war  in  Korea  could  not 
become  the  great  World  War  III 
which  we  fear.  But  the  situation 
is  not  reassuring.  Frenzied 
American  preparations  for  a 
major  war  and  the  hysterical 
state  of  mind  of  our  leaders  and 
people  alike  bring  a  third  great 
war  much  nearer. 

It  is  hard  to  say  whether 
Russia  wants  war  or  not,  but  it 
might  be  well  to  check  up  on  our 
own  attitudes.  Shocking  as  it 
may  seem,  Americans  are  being 
j  tempted  by  war.  There  are 
I  several  factors  in  this  tempta- 
tion. 


One  is  our  strong  aversion  to 
communism  and  Communists.  It 
has  rarely  been  easier  to  hate  a 
potential  enemy  than  it  is  to  hate 
Russia  today.  We  have  been 
getting  ready  for  the  job  ever 
since  the  Russian  revolution. 

Much  of  our  dislike  of  com- 
munism is  well-founded,  as 
when  we  object  to  its  ma- 
terialism, its  atheism,  and  its 
cruel  suppression  of  human 
liberties.  But  our  dislike  has 
been  subtly  encouraged  and 
egged  on  by  selfish  commercial 
interests  who  enjoy  .great  and 
often  unfair  advantages  in  the 
status  quo.  This  is  not  so  ad- 
mirable. We  ought  to  be  more 
interested  in  the  equitable  shar- 
ing of  God's  blessings  than  Com- 
munists ever  were. 


Our  fear  of  communism  is  in- 
creasing as  we  see  its  influence 
spreading.  Poland,  Czechoslo- 
vakia, China  and  other  nations 
have  been  engulfed.  Still  others, 
especially  in  southeastern  Asia, 
may  be  close  to  giving  way.  We 
like  to  explain  these  gains  as  the 
result  of  skillful  Russian  propa- 
ganda and  fifth  column  activity. 
But  it  is  now  pretty  clear  that 
many  people  in  these  countries 
find  Communist  promises  more 
attractive  than  their  present 
conditions  of  life. 

As  their  present  conditions 
are  partly  the  result  of  direct 
or  indirect  control  by  Western 
capitalist  nations,  we  are  now 
paying  for  our  past  sins.   When 
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Prime  Minister  Nehru  of  India, 
for  instance,  votes  against  us  on 
the  question  of  seating  United 
Nations  delegates  from  Com- 
munist China,  we  see  how  even 
a  good  Asiatic  friend  considers 
us  partly  in  the  wrong. 

Most  unpleasant  of  all  is  the 
fact  that  a  good  many  Ameri- 
cans see  personal  advantages  in 
another  war.  Kermit  Eby  points 
out  that  we  seem  to  know  of  no 
way  to  assure  full  employment 
to  our  people  except  through 
war.  Farmers  get  their  best 
prices  in  war.  Industry  finds 
war  contracts  a  source  of  very 
attractive  profits.  War  some- 
times helps  a  political  party  to 
sidestep  annoying  problems  at 
home.  Strangest  of  all,  there  is 
some  evidence  that  people  are 
happier  in  war.  Let  us  hope  this 
is  not  really  true.  But  it  seems 
that  suicide  rates  drop,  and 
people  enjoy  a  sense  of  worth 
which  is  often  lacking  in  peace- 
time. 

So  far  we  have  painted  a  dis- 
mal picture.  Are  there  any 
forces  at  work  for  peace?  Frank- 
ly, they  are  not  as  strong  as  they 
should  be,  but  there  are  still 
some  assets  on  the  ledger. 

One  is  the  United  Nations.  So 
far  it  is  not  the  world  govern- 
ment which  seems  essential  for 
permanent  peace.  It  is  a  loose 
organization  of  nations  not  yet 
willing  to  give  up  the  privilege 
of  doing  as  they  please.  But 
here  is  hope  that  it  can  bring  us 
closer  to  the  time  when  all  dis- 
putes will  be  settled  in  the 
council  chamber. 

The  United  Nations  organiza- 
tion now  faces  its  severest  test. 
In  Korea  its  flag  is  for  the  first 
time  flying  over  armies  in  battle. 
To  some  this  is  a  welcome  sight, 
a  sign  that  world  order  is  on  its 
way.  "For  the  first  time,"  say 
these  people,  "aggression  is  be- 
ing condemned  and  punished  by 
the  united  action  of  most  of  the 
world." 

Others    have    misgivings    and 
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questions.  Is  war  any  less  tragic 
if  we  call  it  a  police  action?  Is 
this  even  very  convincing  as  a 
police  action  when  it  is  so  large- 
ly an  action  by  United  States 
forces  whose  country  is  one  of 
the  principals  in  the  basic  quar- 
rel? Above  all,  can  satisfactory 
world  order  be  imposed  by 
force? 

Another  asset  ought  to  be  our 
good  sense.  Surely  it  is  time 
that  intelligent  people  all  over 
the  world  should  see  the  tragic 
futility  of  war.  World  War  I 
brought  the  seeds  of  World  War 
II,  and  it  in  turn  the  seeds  of 
World  War  III.  Where  will  it  all 
end?  It  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  find  another  way.  We  ought 
to  be  looking  as  hard  for  ways 
of  guaranteeing  peace  as  we  are 
now  hunting  for  uranium. 


There  is  a  final  asset  for  peace. 
It  is  a  Christian  one,  based  on  the  \ 
deep  conviction  that  war  is  con-  \ 
trary  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
and  the  will  of  God.  This  is  the; 
best    foundation    on    which    to 
build  world  peace.    If  peace  is 
the  will  of  God,  a  thousand  ar-i 
guments  for  war  cannot  deter  us. 

We    ought    to    make    up    ourj 
minds  on  this  point.    We  have 
too  long  been  calling  war  a  mis- 
fortune  when  we   should  have* 
called    it    sin.     We    have    been! 
saying,  "As  soon  as  we  can  find  a 
good  substitute  for  war,  we  willj 
stop   going  to   war."    We   have 
tried  to  detour  the  embarrassingj 
fact  that  war  is  wrong.  When  wej 
once  freely  acknowledge  the  sin-j 
fulness  of  war,  perhaps  we  wilM 
have   the   motivation   to   find  a| 
better  way. 


DARK    PEACE 

Delbert  David  BlickenstaH 

Dayton,  Ohio 

I  walked  last  night: 

The  moon  wearily  tested  a  veiled  heaviness; 

Fumed  streets  endlessly  pushed  hack  watery  light. 

The  pale  emission  oi  street  lamps 

Here  and  there. 

I  walked  last  night: 

The  sky's  ceiling  skimmed  the  house  tops; 

Tired  trees  cast  morbid  shadows  on  white  walls 

And  were  lost 

In  the  black  doorways  and  windows. 

I  walked  last  night: 

Silence  made  a  spy  of  me; 

A  white-haired  man  turned  his  paper. 

Slumber  caressed  the  child  after  his  prayer. 

Last  night  I  walked  through  a  tranquil  peace. 

Last  night  bombs  shattered  human  homes. 

Slashed  the  hearts  of  children. 

Wrenched  mothers'  souls  from  their  aching  bodies. 

Twisted   men's   frames. 

And  scattered  the  bits  across  God's  earth. 

Last  night — 

But  no  one  told  me  that  men  were  struggling 

Against  iron  fists. 

Steel-shrieking  skies   and  choking  yellow  mists; 

All  were  fighting  the  same  foe. 

No  one  told  me  that  wood,  metal,  human  brains 

Oceans  and  life  itself 

Were  to  be  used  to  destroy  the  very  life 

For  which  God  made  these  gifts. 

Why  were  we. 
Unworthy  souls. 
Made  in  the  image  of  Thee? 


EDITORIAL 


They  Begged  Him  to  Leave 

Mark   5:17 

YOU  would  have  expected  the  Gadarenes  to 
thank  the  man  who  transformed  a  raving 
demoniac  into  a  sane  and  law-abiding  citizen. 
Jesus  and  his  followers  had  crossed  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  in  a  storm  and  had  found,  living  in  a  cave, 
a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit.  But  Jesus  had 
relieved  the  demoniac  of  his  torment.  When  the 
people  arrived  on  the  scene,  they  saw  him  clothed 
and  in  his  right  mind.  You  would  have  expected 
the  Gadarenes  to  be  grateful.  But  instead  they 
were  afraid.  They  begged  Jesus  to  leave  their 
neighborhood. 

The  reason  may  have  been  that  they  mourned 
the  loss  of  their  swine,  which  had  run  madly  into 
the  sea,  more  than  they  welcomed  the  restoration 
of  a  sick  mind.  Or  they  may  have  reacted  as  many 
do  when  they  hear  of  a  way  of  life  different  from 
their  own.  The  demoniac  was  grateful  and  eager 
to  follow  Jesus.  But  his  neighbors  wanted  no  such 
transformation  in  their  own  lives.  So  they  begged 
Jesus  to  leave. 

In  spite  of  the  honor  that  is  publicly  accorded 
his  name,  Jesus  is  often  begged  to  leave  many 
neighborhoods,  even  in  our  day.  There  are  places 
in  our  own  country  where  Christians  who  try  to 
live  as  Jesus  lived  are  soon  told  that  they  are 
not  wanted.  They  are  asked  to  leave,  sometimes 
with  polite  dismissal,  sometimes  with  veiled 
threats.  It  is  disturbing  to  read,  for  example,  of 
Quaker  families  moving  out  of  the  country  be- 
cause of  conscience,  or  of  Mennonite  farmers 
moving  to  a  new  community  because  they  refuse 
to  conform  to  ways  of  the  world.  And  already 
certain  outspoken  pacifist  ministers  have  been 
asked  to  resign  from  their  churches. 

There  is  a  story  of  the  peace  conference  follow- 
ing World  War  I  that  may  illustrate  why  such 
conferences  so  often  fail.  When  Woodrow  Wilson 
was  pleading  for  a  less  drastic  policy  on  repara- 
tions and  punishment  of  Germany,  Clemenceau  is 
reported  to  have  said  in  exasperation,  "You  talk 
like  Jesus  Christ."  The  implication  seemed  to  be 
that  Christ  had  no  place  at  that  conference. 


No  heaven  can  come  to  us  unless  we  find 

rest  in  today 
No   peace   lies  in  the  future,   which  is  not 

hidden  in  this  precious  little  instant. 
There   is   radiance   and  glory   in   darkness 

could  we  but  see. 

— Fra.  Giovanni  (1513). 


You  will  often  hear  the  idea  that  Christian 
principles  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  and  non- 
resistance  have  no  place  in  a  mad  world  like  ours, 
that  politics  and  religion  will  not  mix,  that 
economic  laws  and  political  "realities"  must 
determine  policy.  But  who  will  cast  out  the 
demons  that  are  driving  us  toward  caves  and 
bomb  shelters?  Who  will  cleanse  us  of  our  un- 
clean spirits  if  we  also  beg  Jesus  Christ  to  leave? 


For  the  Amen  Corner 

IT  USED  to  be  that  a  preacher  leaned  heavily 
on  the  "amen  corner"  in  his  church.  From 
that  section  of  his  audience  came  an  audible 
response  to  the  points  of  his  sermons.  The  hearty 
amens — especially  those  which  drew  out  the  first 
syllable — were  words  of  approval,  not  only  sec- 
onding the  minister's  statement  but  expressing  a 
prayer  that  what  he  recommended  should  be  done. 
The  amen  was  not  just  a  formal  way  of  ending  a 
prayer  but  a  shout  of  affirmation:  "So  be  it!" 

Present-day  congregations  are  more  restrained. 
We  let  the  choir  and  the  minister  handle  the 
amens,  the  choir  developing  them  into  fourfold 
and  sevenfold  responses  and  the  minister  speaking 
them  softly  at  the  close  of  the  prayer.  Undoubted- 
ly they  sound  more  musical,  but  they  have  lost 
something  of  their  former  conviction. 

But  whether  you  shout  your  amens  or  sing 
them — and  we  believe  there  are  proper  occasions 
for  both  shouting  and  singing — it  is  well  to  be 
just  a  little  careful  in  choosing  the  ideas  you 
support  with  a  strong  "so  be  it."  If  a  leader 
considers  the  words  of  a  hymn  carefully,  he  will 
not  call  for  an  amen  after  a  stanza  that  reads,  "All 
of  self  and  none  of  Thee."  No,  he  will  make  certain 
that  the  amen  affirms  complete  dedication  to 
God,  "None  of  self  and  aU  of  Thee." 

Similarly,  we  ought  to  give  regard  to  the  amens 
we  shout.  If  a  speaker  reminds  us  that  the  world 
is  fast  going  to  pieces,  do  we  say,  "Amen,  let  it 
go"?  If  we  are  told  that  you  cannot  do  business 
with  the  Communists,  do  we  say,  "So  be  it,  then 
let's  strike  first"?  Or  do  we  save  our  amens  for 
strong  affirmations  of  faith  in  God  and  in  his 
kingdom  of  love?  And  do  we  listen  to  calls  for 
devoted  action  on  our  part  with  the  kind  of  amen 
that,  being  translated,  reads,  "Here  am  I,  send  me." 

The  best  amen  is  one  that  says  "so  be  it"  to 
the  great  convictions  and  the  great  commissions 
of  the  Christian  faith.  The  best  amen  is  a  response 
not  only  in  words  but  in  action  to  the  call  of  God. 
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Family  farms  such  as  the  one 
shown  here  are  disappearing 
from  the  rural  scene  except  where 
the  church  is  awake  to  its  re- 
sponsibility 
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Martin  Schroeder 


A    minister    of    the    United    Lutheran    Church,    Dr. 

Schroeder  of  Glenvil,   Nebraska,   has  been  active   in 

that   denomination's   rural   life   movement 


STRAWS  IN  THE  CENSUS 


WHEN  the  call  for  census 
takers  was,  issued  the  call 
of  Isaiah  came  to  my 
mind:  "Here  am  I.  Send  me." 
And  they  did.  As  the  pastor  of 
an  open  country  parish  in 
Nebraska,  enjoying  the  freedom 
that  goes  with  this  office,  I 
yielded  to  whatever  patriotic 
impulse  was  responsible.  Be- 
sides, this  was  the  time  of  the 
annual  visitation  round.  The 
prospect  intrigued.  Now  I  have 
turned  in  my  work  and  its 
revelations  have  me  worried.  It 
disclosed  some  straws  showing 
which  way  the  wind  is  blowing 
in  certain  regions  of  rural  life. 
I  am  wiser  and,  sorry  to  say, 
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sadder  by  the  experience,  be- 
cause part  of  the  guilt  for  what 
I  saw  rests  with  the  church. 

Mine  were  purely  rural  dis- 
tricts. All  sorts  of  farms  and 
farmers  came  under  my  observa- 
tion in  a  way  which  any  other 
relation  to  the  land  and  its 
people  usually  does  not  provide. 
There  were  some  highly  de- 
veloped farms  where  the  head 
might  well  qualify  as  an  efficien- 
cy expert.  There  were  the  run- 
of-the-mill  managers,  and  there 
where  those  to  whom  farming 
is  one  long  chore,  yielding 
neither  inspiration  nor  adequate 
financial  returns.  The  successes 
were  proud  of  their  achieve- 
ments. The  less  fortunate 
dinned  into   my  ear  what  was 


wrong  with  the  country.    Anc 
there  was  plenty. 

I 
Beginning  with  the  farm  hot 
situation,    roughly    speakingj 
there  are  four  categories.  Armec 
with  the  latest  map  I  discovered 
first,  those  where  the  homes  hac 
been  removed  and  the  ground 
plowed    for    crops,    though   the 
houses  still  existed  on  the  map; 
second,  dilapidated  houses,  not 
yet  razed  but  unfit  for  huma 
habitation;  third,  houses  hung  01 
to  by  elderly  people  with  the 
children  gone  and  the  buildings 
marked  for  removal;  and  fourtt 
normal     farm     homes,     thougl: 
short  of  the  one-time  abundance! 
of  children.    In  the  two  town- 
ships    that     came     under     mj 


scrutiny  there  was  but  one 
infant  born  since  January  1,  and 
that  to  a  daughter  who  had  come 
home  for  the  occasion.  It  is  not 
without  significance  that  the 
family  category  with  but  two 
people  in  it  was  larger  than  that 
containing  three  or  more  per- 
sons. 

A  seventy-seven-year-old  man 
related  how,  when  he  was 
young,  six  farm  homes  stood  in 
the  section  where  we  were  talk- 
ing. Now  his  is  the  only  one 
left.  He  wondered  what  will 
happen  when  he  is  gone.  He 
did  not  have  to  wonder.  Across 
the  road  in  the  adjoining  section 
not  one  dwelling  was  left,  and 
the  empty  and  dilapidated 
schoolhouse  was  a  mute  re- 
minder of  once  happier  days. 
Every  other  sentence  he  uttered 
was  the  old  refrain  that,  one 
hears  so  often  under  mutterings, 
"There  ought  to  be  a  law  against 
this."  He  was  not  aware  that 
among  those  who  make  our  laws 
are  some  who  own  that  very 
land,  and  own  it  for  exploitation. 

An  elderly  couple  told  me 
proudly  how  their  children  had 
made  good  out  in  Los  Angeles. 
Then  tears  came  into  their  eyes 
as  they  thought  of  the  future  of 
their  homestead.  It  had  been 
bought  in  the  1870's  by  the  man's 
parents.  They  knew  that  after 
their  deaths  it  would  go  on  the 
block.  They  also  knew  who 
would  bid  and  win — no  young 
couple  looking  for  a  place  to 
establish  a  home  but  some  one- 
man  corporation  which  would 
outbid  anyone  else,  with  bull- 
dozers waiting  to  take  over.  An- 
other couple  related  how  they 
had  made   a  trip  to   a  near-by 
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county  where  both  had  been 
brought  up.  They  looked  for  the 
old  landmarks.  None  was  left. 
"It  seemed,"  they  said,  "we  were 
in  a  different  country." 

When  things  move  too  slowly 
for  the  calculating  owner — as  in 
cases  of  foreclosed  former  own- 
ers allowed  to  stay  on  as  renters 
— he  may  delay  mending  a  leaky 
roof,  fail  to  repair  the  water 
supply,  or  in  other  ways  make  it 
hard  for  the  tenant  to  remain. 
Rural  electrification  passes  the 
farm,  but  it  is  not  for  the  tenant, 
whatever  offer  he  may  make  to 
secure  this  service  at  his  own 
expense.  There  are  some  land- 
lords who  try  to  make  their 
renters'  lot  more  acceptable. 
But  so  rare  are  they  that  they 
deserve  a  citation.  I  recall  two 
in  this  classification. 

For  lack  of  neighbors,  one 
family  I  met  was  moving  out. 
The  place  was  surrounded  by  the 
ghosts  of  a  former  era  of  Ameri- 
can farming,  the  era  of  the 
family-size  farm.  Where  once 
children  roamed,  now  corncribs, 
filled  to  the  brim,  were  the  only 
indication  that  man  had  been 
here.  As  I  bade  good-by  to  a 
middle-aged  man  with  a  family, 
he  said,  "This  was  the  last  census 
taken  on  this  place."  Seeing  that 
the  property  had  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  I  was  naturally  sur- 
prised. He  replied  that  he  had 
been  ordered  off  by  next  spring, 
the  owner  having  decided  to  sell 
the  improvements,  rent  to  a 
neighbor  who  will  plow  all  the 
ground,  and  so  make  more 
money  and  pay  less  in  taxes.  In 
other  words,  tear  down  the  rural 
home,  and  the  state  and  county 
reward  you.  Build  it  up  and  you 

Forest  S.  Eisenbise 


A  huddled  group  of  weary  men,  hungry  and  sick  at  heart. 

About  a  fitful  little  blaze,  women  a  bit  apart  .  .  . 

Some  meager  bits  of  mouldy  bread,  an  infant's  feeble  wail — 

No  blankets  for  the  bed  of  sand  beside  the  desert  trail  .  .  . 

Low  murmur  of  tired  voices,  a  stifled  sob  and  sigh — 

No  outlook  for  the  morrow  but  to  struggle  on,  or  die  .  .  . 

For  strangers  on  an  alien  soil,  victims  of  war's  red  rage — 

In  all  the  books  of  history  was  never  a  blacker  page  .  .  . 

Fond  memories  of  the  village  homes  from  which  they  had  to  flee 

For  haven  in  a  distant  land,  God  help  the  refugee! 


are  penalized,  the  result  of  a 
cockeyed  system  of  taxation. 

On  another  place  I  saw  the 
leveling  of  a  windmill  tower, 
the  last  item  in  the  razing  of  the 
place,  ordered  for  the  same 
reason.  The  father  of  the  man 
who  was  in  charge  watched  with 
me  and  in  a  shaky  voice  asked, 
"In  the  end,  where  will  all  this 
lead  to?"  I  told  him  that  his 
grandchildren  are  likely  to  get 
the  real  answer.  In  the  mean- 
time the  labor  market  is  glutted 
with  the  surplus  that  is  forced  to 
seek  refuge  in  the  city. 

In  the  wake  of  the  demolition 
of  the  farm  home  follows  the 
elimination  of  the  district 
schoolhouse.  One-room  build- 
ings that  once  housed  from 
twenty  to  thirty-five  children 
are  now  abandoned,  windows 
boarded  up,  a  padlock  at  the 
door.  On  several  farms  I  found 
former  school  buildings,  bought 
at  auction,  now  used  for  less 
inspiring  purposes.  Some  dis- 
tricts with  three  or  fewer  chil- 
dren have  combined  with  other 
districts;  their  own  serviceable 
buildings  stand  idle.  Speaking 
for  the  country  in  general,  Time 
reports  that  "one-room  schools 
have  been  folding  up  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  a  day  for  thirty  years." 
All  of  which  tells  the  story  of 
what  is  happening  to  what  once 
was  considered  a  bulwark  of 
American  family  life — the  rural 
home. 

One  of  the  saddest  sights,  in 
addition  to  the  destruction  of 
the  family  farm,  is  the  wanton 
demolition  of  shelter  belts. 
After  the  great  drought  of  the 
1930's  the  government  at  great 
expense  arranged  the  planting 
of  timber  stretches  to  conserve 
moisture  in  regions  where  rain- 
fall is  not  dependable.  These 
trees,  about  fifteen  years  old 
now,  have  served  to  hold  drifting 
snow  in  winter  and  break  the 
hot,  grain-destroying  winds  in 
summer.  The  plains  offer  little 
or  no  other  resistance.  Deceived 
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by  a  cycle  of  good  years,  absen- 
tee landlords  no  longer  see  any 
good  in  such  protecting  timber. 
So,  heedless  of  their  moral  obli- 
gation and  the  consequences  of 
their  act,  they  stand  on  their 
legal  rights  and  order  the  re- 
moval of  the  acre-stealing  trees. 
Corn  in  their  places,  you  know, 
yields  profits,  and  that  is  what 
business  is  for.  Within  a  couple 
of  miles  of  where  this  is  written, 
one  such  process  is  taking  place 
right  now.  Many  have  ex- 
claimed at  the  sight,  "There 
ought  to  be  a  law  against  it." 

II 

How  all  this  has  come  to  pass 
is  an  old  story.  Mechanization 
of  farm  activities  has  eliminated 
much  human  labor.  Aided  by 
unfortunate  twists  in  the  course 
of  farm  economics,  it  has 
brought  about  the  emergence  of 
chain  farming.  During  the  de- 
pression years,  for  lack  of  cash 
to  pay  interest  and  taxes,  farms 


were  foreclosed  and  bought  for  a 
pittance.  Moratoriums,  well 
meant  in  their  inception,  were 
but  delays  in  a  wholesale  de- 
struction of  operator-ownership. 
After  that  it  was  easy  to  register 
large  mortgage  releases,  to 
which  apologists  have  pointed 
with  so  much  pride,  not  con- 
sidering the  loss  in  human 
values.  Today  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible for  a  young  man  to 
establish  himself  as  owner- 
operator,  unless  he  gets  outside 
assistance.  A  bitterness  runs 
through  the  country  which  the 
land  barons  simply  ignore.  But 
here  are  the  makings  of  a 
change-over  incomparably  more 
powerful  than  all  the  machina- 
tions of  the  Communist  cells 
now  under  scrutiny. 

Ralph  Sockman  said  in  a  re- 
cent sermon:  "If  the  privileged, 
ten-talent  Russians  of  the  19th 
century  had  'helped  to  bear  one 
another's  burdens  and  thus  ful- 
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fill  the  law  of  Christ,'  we  would 
not  have  the  communistic  Russia 
of  the  20th  century."  Could  it 
be  that  another  Sockman  half  a 
century  hence  might  paraphrase 
these  words  with  application  to 
America?  May  it  never  happen, 
but  the  symptoms  are  here. 

Ill 

In  all  this,  does  the  church 
really  bear  any  responsibility? 
It  does.  This  claim  is  confirmed 
by  stories  like  that  of  the  New 
Knoxville,  Ohio,  church  de- 
scribed in  the  February  22  issue 
of  The  Christian  Century.  Lis- 
ten to  what  the  writer  said: 
"The  community  of  which  this 
church  is  the  physical  as  well 
as  the  spiritual  hub  is  one  of 
the  loveliest  farm  neighbor- 
hoods in  America.  Order  and 
beauty  speak  of  good  rural 
housekeeping.  .  .  .  Tall  timber 
seems  to  cover  more  of  the  land 
than  in  neighboring  communi- 
ties. .  .  .  No  empty  houses  or 
dreary  expanses  of  weeds,  no 
sagging  fences  or  mounds  of 
rusting  junk  mar  the  view." 
This  is  a  picture  of  farms 
operated  by  owners,  backed  by 
a  sense  of  Christian  stewardship. 

New  Knoxville,  though  out- 
standing, is  not  alone  in  this. 
There  are  hundreds  of  similar 
parishes,  Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic, all  over  our  land,  in  whose 
midst  the  church  stands  like  a 
mighty  watchman.  Beneficial 
farming  and  religious  life  are 
inseparable  companions.  The 
presence  of  the  one  indicates  the 
existence  of  the  other.  But  there 
are  many  more  rural  communi- 
ties where  the  local  church,  left 
to  itself,  is  struggling  and  com- 
munity life  disintegrates.  Why? 
Because  the  church's  leadership 
has  been  so  naive  in  its  handling 
of  the  rural  church  problem 
that  it  failed  when  the  time  was 
ripe.  Now  it  may  be  too  late. 
The  pattern  and  trend  in  rural 
living  are  established,  for  better 
in  some  places,  for  worse  in 
many  more.  Optimists  may  see 
a  trace  of  hope  for  recovery,  but 
for   too    long   rural   home   mis- 


sions  have  been  treated  as  the 
church's  stepchild. 

One  example  of  myopic 
church  expansion  may  suffice  to 
illustrate.  In  my  own  denomin- 
ation, except  for  recent  efforts 
on  the  part  of  some  aroused  dis- 
trict synods,  the  claims  of  the 
rural  church  have  not  been 
taken  seriously.  Mere  lip  service 
and  a  divisional  label  without  a 
program  are  not  sufficient  to 
answer  the  cry  for  an  aggressive 
policy,  such  as,  for  example,  the 
Federal  Council  is  suggesting. 
A  study  made  a  few  years  ago 
on  the  distribution  of  home 
mission  funds  showed  how  a  dis- 
trict 90  per  cent  rural  had 
received  from  national  head- 
quarters, over  the  preceding 
forty  years,  mission  support 
amounting  to  22  cents  per  bap- 
tized member.  During  a  some- 
what shorter  period,  a  100  per 
cent  urban  district  was  favored 
with  $19.56  per  baptized  member. 
Other  in-between  comparisons 
showed  the  same  appalling  neg- 
lect of  rural  evangelization. 

A  government  census  prompts 
us  to  look  at  the  result  of  such 
shortsighted  leadership.  This 
unconcern  has  helped  to  create 
an  emerging  rural  proletariat, 
which  now  shouts  for  laws  to 
stop  the  falling  apart  of  the  rural 
home.  Who  will  deny  that  here 
are  the  seeds  for  communistic 
trends?  And  has  not  the 
church's  aloofness  contributed 
to  the  situation,  just  as  the 
church  in  Europe  contributed  to 
the  rural  revolt  in  countries  like 
Italy  and  Hungary? 

Under  the  inspiration  of  TVfsgr. 
L.  G.  Ligutti,  the  Catholics  have 
established  and  are  working  a 
program  which,  reduced  to  fun- 
damentals, is  to  hold  and  multi- 
ply what  they  have  on  the  land; 
in  other  words,  to  counteract  the 
harmful  excesses  of  "free  enter- 
prise" and  to  build  up  rural  life. 
It  includes  financial  backing  for 
(both  churches  and  individuals. 
|  The  Catholics  claim  no  monop- 
oly on  their  program  and  are 
even  ready  to  help  in  the  hope 
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Dear  Counselor, 

I  have  just  finished  high  school, 
and  want  very  much  to  enter  one 
of  our  church  colleges  this  fall,  but 
my  parents  feel  that  I  should,  instead 
of  going  to  college,  get  a  job  and  go 
to  work.  I  am  an  only  child,  and 
they  feel  that  I  should  not  go  away 
from  home.  I  am  very  upset  over 
this  matter  and  I  would  like  your 
opinions. 

High  School  Graduate. 
Dear  High  School  Graduate, 

You  will  excuse  me  if  this  letter 
is  not  very  personal.  You  see  I  am 
not  sure  from  your  letter  whether 
you  are  a  boy  or  girl.  That  might 
make  some  difference  in  my  answer, 
so  I  will  have  to  try  both  ways. 

You  are  deeply  disappointed  that 
your  parents  think  you  should  stay 
home  this  fall  rather  than  go  to  col- 
lege. Evidently  school  has  been 
reasonably  easy  for  you  and  you  like 
it.  There  are  also  evidently  jobs 
available  for  high  school  graduates 
in  the  community  where  you  live. 

Certainly  there  are  many  things  in 
favor  of  your  going  to  college.  Col- 
lege education  will  be  of  increasing 
importance  vocationally.  In  addi- 
tion to  its  contribution  to  one's 
work,  it  contributes  to  our  general 
cultural  level,  introducing  us  to 
the  best  in  literature,  music,  phi- 
losophy and  service.  It  helps  many 
young  people  to  find  their  way 
to  a  mature  point  in  their  religion.  It 
provides  an  opportunity  for  making 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  who  have 
something  of  the  same  standards. 
For  many  young  people  college  in- 
troduces them  to  the  person  whom 
they  will  marry. 

Not  the  least  advantage  in  college 


for  you  would  be  the  fact  that  for 
a  portion  of  the  year,  at  least,  it 
would  take  you  away  from  home.  I 
hope  you  will  show  this  to  your 
parents.  You  see,  Dad  and  Mother, 
a  part  of  the  process  of  growing  up 
can  take  place  only  if  the  child  you 
love  is  not  only  permitted  but  is  en- 
couraged to  go  away  from  home  and 
learn  to  live  with  others.  You  no 
more  want  your  son  or  daughter 
to  remain  dependent  on  home  than 
you  would  have  wanted  him  or  her 
to  keep  on  nursing  at  the  breast.  I 
know  this  seems  hard  to  all  dads  and 
mothers,  but  the  wise  ones  swallow 
the  lump  in  their  throats  and  send 
their  children  away  with  a  prayer 
that  they  will  become  good  men  and 
women.  Now  is  the  time  to  be 
thankful  for  a  church  college. 

Now,  my  young  friend,  suppose 
the  trouble  is  that  dad  and  mother 
really  don't  have  the  money.  Don't 
cry  about  that.  Get  that  job  and 
conscientiously  save  95%  of  your 
earnings.  Then  start  to  school  next 
year  or  the  next  and  you  can  work 
your  way  through.  It  is  hard  to  stay 
out  a  year  or  two  but  many  young 
people  have  done  the  same,  have 
started  later  and  have  finished  with 
determination.  Make  the  most  of  the 
time  you  stay  out  by  keeping  up 
good  reading  and  listening  to  the 
best  radio  programs.  If  you  are  a 
young  man  it  would  seem  right  to 
start  now  if  possible,  since  draft 
boards  are  permitted  but  not  com- 
pelled to  let  you  go  ahead  if  you 
have  started. 

Why  not  talk  this  through  again 
and  work  out  a  solution  that  is  for 
the  best  interest  of  all  of  you? 

Your  counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:    Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


that  Protestants  may  do  as  much 
for  themselves. 

The  effectiveness  of  a  church- 
inspired  program  may  be  seen 
in  the  record  of  the  Assumption 
Credit  Union  of  Swanton,  Ohio. 
Starting  from  scratch  in  1937 
with  a  loan  capacity  of  less  than 
$10,000  to  assist  deserving  Catho- 
lics on  the  farm,  its  activities  had 
grown  to  a  million-dollar  busi- 
ness in  1949.  Such  a  community, 
protected  by  extracurricular 
services   of  the  church,   is  safe 


against    a    land    policy    which 
devours  the  farm  home. 

IV 

A  great  stir  has  been  caused 
by  the  search  for  Communists  in 
government.  I  am  afraid  the 
investigators  are  missing  some- 
thing that  really  needs  to  be 
looked  into  by  ignoring  the 
muffled  voices  of  discontent  in 
the  nation's  farm  belt.  The  often 
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The  woman   of  Samaria  met  Jesus 
and   was  given 


Living  Water 


Ernest  Muntzing 

Broadway,  Virginia 


William  Hole 
Gramstorff  Bros.,  Inc. 


ONE  look  at  the  tired 
Stranger,  sitting  by  the 
well,  and  the  woman  knew 
immediately  that  Jesus  was  a 
Jew;  if  he  were  wearing  his 
rabbinical  cap,  as  he  probably 
was,  she  could  tell  from  the 
tassel  he  wore  that  he  was  a 
Jewish  rabbi.  Knowing  full  well 
how,  for  centuries,  the  Jews 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  neighboring  Samaritans,  be- 
cause of  their  mixed  blood,  she 
probably  thought,  "Oh,  another 
one  of  these  high-browed,  holier- 
than-thou  Jews.  I'll  get  my  jar 
of  water  and  get  away  as  quickly 
as  possible."  But  once  she  had 
succeeded  in  using  the  goat-hair 
rope  to  draw  her  jar  full  of  cool, 
refreshing  water  from  the 
depths  of  the  well  Jesus  spoke 
graciously  to  the  woman,  saying, 
"Give  me  a  drink." 
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To  the  Samaritan  woman  it 
was  unthinkable  that  Jesus 
should  even  pretend  to  notice 
her,  much  less  ask  her  for  a 
drink  from  what  the  Jews  con- 
sidered her  denied  water  jar. 

It  is  little  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  woman  banters  with  the 
Stranger,  saying,  "How  is  it  that 
you,  a  Jew,  ask  a  drink  of  me,  a 
woman  of  Samaria?" 

But  Jesus,  eager  to  find  some 
point  of  contact  whereby  he 
could  meet  her  deepest  spiritual 
need  says,  in  effect,  "You  think 
I  am  just  an  ordinary  Jewish 
rabbi;  but  if  you  only  had  eyes 
to  see,  you  would  have  been  the 
first  to  ask  and  I  would  have 
given  you  Living  Water." 

Could  anything  indicate  more 
plainly  the  thirst  that  our 
modern  world  has  for  God  and 
the  fact  that  no  water,  of  what- 
ever sort  it  may  be,  drawn  from 
the  well  of  earth,  can  satisfy  that 


basic  thirst  of  man  after  God 
Nothing  —  pleasures,    money, 
fame,    education,    sex — nothinj 
at  all,  short  of  the  indwellinj 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with 
in  the  heart,  can  satisfy  man'i 
restless,  thirsty  soul,  which  w, 
made    for    fellowship    with    i' 
spiritual  counterpart  that  root 
in  God,  the  Eternal  Spirit.  Th 
Jesus  says  to  the  woman,  "Who 
ever  drinks  of  the  water  that  ] 
shall    give,    shall    never    thiri 
again     [literally,     shall     nev 
thirst — never] ;  the  water  that  ! 
shall  give  him  will  become  ii 
him  a  spring  of  water  welling 
up  to  eternal  life." 

Along  beautiful  Lake  Shon 
Drive  in  Chicago  there  is  t< 
be  found  the  Buckingham  Foun 
tain.  When  in  operation,  ever; 
minute  thousands  of  gallons  o 
clear,  beautiful  water  is  forcei 
through  dozens  of  pipes  ani 
nozzles  of  varying  sizes,  one  o 


the  most  refreshing  sights 
imaginable.  Jesus  is  promising 
here  to  set  within  the  parched, 
thirsty  soul  of  this  woman,  if  she 
will  meet  the  proper  conditions, 
something  like  a  Buckingham 
Fountain.  Forever  supplying 
her  soul  will  be  the  inexhausti- 
ble abundant  and  victorious 
spiritual  resources  flowing  from 
beneath  the  throne  of  God. 

The  Samaritan  woman  asked 
Jesus  to  make  known  to  her  the 
proper  place  of  worship.  "Our 
fathers,"  she  said,  "worshiped 
in  this  mountain,"  pointing  to- 
wards Mount  Gerizim,  "and  you 
say  that  in  Jerusalem  is  the 
place  where  men  ought  to  wor- 
ship." 

"Woman,  believe  me,"  Jesus 
said,  "the  hour  is  coming  when 
neither  on  this  mountain  nor  in 
Jerusalem  will  you  worship  the 
Father.  .  .  .  But  the  hour  is 
coming,  and  now  is,  when  the 
true  worshipers  will  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  truth, 
for  such  the  Father  seeks  to  wor- 
ship him.  God  is  spirit,  and  those 
who  "worship  him  must  worship 
him  in  spirit  and  truth." 

Let  us  look  at  this  tremendous 
utterance  briefly.  Jesus  is  mak- 
ing here  a  central  affirmation 
and  a  twofold  inference.  The 
central  affirmation  is,  "God  is 
a  Spirit."  While  we  cannot  fully 
define  or  explain  this  great 
utterance,  yet  we  are  to  under- 
stand that  while  God  is  a  per- 
sonal being,  his  personality 
transcends  us.  "Not  having  a 
body,  God  is  therefore  not  sub- 
ject to  the  limitations  and  con- 
ditions to  which  the  possession 
of  a  body  subjects  human  per- 
sons. He  needs  no  local  dwelling 
place,  no  temple,  no  material 
offerings.  It  means  that  he 
responds  to  spiritual  aspirations, 
and  that  our  craving  for  fellow- 
ship is  met  and  gratified." 

The  twofold  inference  logical- 
ly follows,  namely,  "those  who 
worship  him  must  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth." 

Let  us  ask  first,  What  does  it 
mean  to  worship  God  in  truth? 


At  least  two  things  are  involved 
here:  reality  and  accuracy.  Wor- 
ship, however  sincere,  must  be 
based  on  the  highest  revealed 
truth.  The  Samaritans,  using 
only  the  first  five  books  in  the 
Bible,  worshiped  God  in  igno- 
rance; while  the  Jews  at  Jeru- 
salem, having  the  whole  Old 
Testament,   worshiped   by  sym- 


bols, in  childlike  fashion.  Today, 
there  are  millions  of  non-Chris- 
tian worshipers  who  are  sincere 
enough,  but  who  worship  in 
vain  because  they  do  not  have 
the  truth  of  God  as  revealed  in 
and  through  Jesus  Christ,  man's 
Redeemer  and  Lord. 
What  does  it  mean  to  worship 
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THE  MODERATOR'S  COLUMN 

D.  W.  Bittinger 
Thinking  About  Our  Church  Theme 


AT  ANNUAL  CONFER- 
ENCE, we  voted  as  our 
theme  for  this  year,  begin- 
ning in  October,  Deepening  and 
Sharing  the  Christian  Life. 

Our  theme  last  year  was 
shorter,  Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life.  As  we  undertook  to  deepen 
our  spiritual  lives  last  year  and 
to  present  many  district  meeting 
and  other  programs  around  last 
year's  church  theme,  we  dis- 
covered a  number  of  valuable 
things   about  the   spiritual   life. 

We  must  deepen  our  spiritual 
lives  or  perish. 

We  have  made  startling  ad- 
vances in  every  area  of  mechan- 
ics and  science.  We  can  fly  faster 
than  sound;  we  can  shoot  giant 
rockets  incredible  distances;  we 
can  culture  deadly  disease 
germs;  without  much  effort  we 
can  kill  ourselves  and  destroy 
our  prized  civilization. 

If  the  spiritual  side  of  man 
does  not  give  direction  to  his 
whole  life  he  becomes  destruc- 
tive and  base.  He  has  demon- 
strated that  again  and  again; 
now  he  is  demonstrating  it  on 
an  international  scale. 

Many  agencies,  with  growing  in- 
sistence, are  calling  upon  the 
church  to  save  us  all. 

Such  pleas  come  with  evan- 
gelical fervor  from  government, 
from  science,  from  the  military. 
Our  outstanding  generals  have 
said  that  the  forces  they  repre- 
sent can  save  neither  us  nor  our 


institutions;  such  salvation,  they 
confess,  must  come  from  spirit- 
ual resources  rather  than  from 
the  cannon's  mouth. 

In  this  day  many  men  and  in- 
stitutions look  at  each  other- 
and  say,  "You  deepen  your' 
spiritual  life;  you  must!" 

We  cannot  deepen  our  spiritual 
lives  by  saying,  "So  be  it!" 

We  can  deepen  our  spiritual 
lives  only  through  a  deepened 
fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ. 
We  can  deepen  our  spiritual 
lives  only  by  complete  surrender 
to  him,  complete  identification 
of  ourselves  with  him  and  of  our 
purposes  with  his.  We  can 
deepen  our  spiritual  lives  only 
by  living  spiritually. 

The  spiritual  life  is  the  shared  life. 

That  is  the  way  Jesus  lived; 
he  shared  his  life  with  every 
needy  soul,  every  hungry  body, 
every  broken  heart.  "He  looked 
upon  the  multitude  and  was 
moved  with  compassion  for 
them." 

The  Brethren  have  learned 
that  if  we  would  deepen  our 
spiritual  lives  we  must  share 
them.  They  have  learned  also 
that  if  we  share  our  Christian 
lives  we  deepen  them.  As  we 
help  others  up  we  rise  upward 
ourselves. 

And  the  way  to  the  kingdom  is 
upward.  Let  us  deepen  and 
share  our  Christian  lives. 
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Our  Commodity  Surpluses 


Fred  W.  Smith 

Camden,   Ohio 


OUR  world  is  today  facing 
a  most  peculiar  dilemma. 
In  the  presence  of  un- 
paralleled abundance  not  only 
are  individual  men,  women  and 
children  starving,  but  even 
whole  peoples  are  severely  un- 
dernourished. This  seems  amaz- 
ing in  the  face  of  today's  superb 
systems  of  communication  and 
transportation.  More  amazing 
still  is  the  fact  that  our  economy 
is  so  glutted  with  grain,  milk, 
butter,  eggs,  potatoes,  fruit, 
vegetables,  cotton  and  other 
farm  products  that  men  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation  fear 
that  a  few  more  years  of  good 
harvests  may  ruin  the  nation  fi- 
nancially. Commodities  are  be- 
ing stored  in  every  conceivable 
space  including  caves,  school- 
rooms and  laid-up  ships,  but 
still  there  is  no  room  to  store 
our  surfeit. 

The  easy  thing  to  do  is  to 
choose  a  scapegoat  to  carry  the 
weight  of  such  things  into 
infamy.  We  say  that  the  trouble 
is  bureaucratic  red  tape  or  lack 
of  long-range  planning  or  the 
Communists  or  the  international 
bankers  or  something  else  in  the 
conveniently  obscure  distance. 
Such  a  rationalization  will 
soothe  our  consciences  of  any 
awareness  of  personal  respon- 
sibility and  insure  us  against 
every  possibility  of  meeting  the 
situation  creatively.  But  the 
reason  one  is  able  to  use  an- 
other as  a  scapegoat  is  because 
we  are  unacquainted  with  the 
real  nature  of  the  problems 
faced  by  those  whom  we  would 
force  to  bear  the  burden  of  our 
own  responsibilities.  Perhaps, 
however,  there  are  more  reason- 
able answers  closer  home  where 


Cy  LaTour  and  Son 

Warehouses  are  filled  to  overflowing  with  food  surpluses 
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we  as  simple,  single,  uninflu- 
ential  units  of  society  can  carry 
as  much  of  the  weight  of  this 
and  other  situations  as  we  desire 
to  carry. 

Not  only  has  America  an 
abundance  of  the  world's  criti- 
cally short  commodities,  but  it 
has  also  an  abundance  of  trans- 
port and  personnel  to  place  the 
surfeit  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  will  suffer  and  die  for  lack 
of  it.  Yet  our  surpluses  mount 
beyond  all  possibility  of  storage 
and  as  a  purely  economic  meas- 
ure may  well  be  burned.  In  the 
meantime,  hundreds  of  ships 
rust  at  anchor  abandoned  in 
back  bays,  and  the  government 
finds  it  necessary  to  commit  it- 
self to  huge  military  expendi- 
tures in  order  to  prevent  mass 
unemployment. 

Perhaps  what  is  needed  is  a 
more  Christian  philosophy  of 
work.  The  national  and  inter- 
national economy  is  not  some- 
thing detached  and  unrelated  to 
the  masses  of  people  who  have 


created    and    who    sustain    it. 
Economics  is  finally  only  a  re- 
flection of  the  desires  and  aver- 
sions  of  those   making  up  the 
economy.   The  strange  situation 
which  our  commodity  surpluses 
have  created  is  not  illogical  or 
unreasonable.       Our      surpluses  j 
pile  up  disastrously  because  we 
as  individuals  and  as  a  people  I 
have  a  working  desire  to  pile  up | 
surpluses     disastrously.      These 
surpluses    are    not    fed    to    the 
hungry  because  we  as  individ-j 
uals  and  as  a  people  have  no] 
working  desire  to  feed  our  sur- 
pluses to  the  hungry. 

Does  that  sound  strange?   Ac- 
cording  to   a   Chinese   proverb,! 
he  who  hews  an  ax  handle  need  | 
not  look  far  for  a  pattern.   It  is 
indeed   seldom   that   either   we) 
ourselves  or  our  neighbors  arel 
inspired  to  productive  labor  pri- 
marily by  the  thought  of  feed- 
ing the  hungry  or  of  serving  God  \ 
or  of  supplying  the  necessities  of 
our  fellow  men.    Our  fields  arei 
not  plowed  for  that  purpose;  our  \ 


industry  is  not  motivated  by 
that.  Our  fields  are  plowed  and 
our  industry  is  run  for  profit.  In 
the  long  run,  of  course,  the 
serving  of  God  and  men  is  profit- 
able, but  our  motivation  has 
been  and  is  increasingly  a  more 
narrowly  conceived  short-term 
profit,  namely,  cold  cash.  Why 
then  should  we  wonder  at  our 
surplus  when  each  of  us  had 
clearly  in  mind  the  laying  up 
of  surplus  for  ourselves?  Why 
should  we  wonder  that  the 
fruits  of  our  labor  cannot  feed 
the  hungry  when  they  were 
never  produced  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

Several  years  ago  a  young 
man  with  extraordinary  inven- 
tive and  mechanical  skill  was 
offered  a  position  with  one  of 
the  world's  leading  industrial 
and  research  firms.  Although  he 
was  much  poorer  than  most  of 
those  who  might  read  this,  he 
declined  a  good  salary  and  was 
offered  successively  better  and 
better  pay  even  up  to  what  a 
very  successful  lawyer  or  doctor 
might  earn.  Instead,  he  went 
to  work  with  the  Friends  in 
Europe  for  merely  his  mainten- 
ance. The  man  who  had  solicited 
him  for  the  position  was  as- 
tonished. His  company  recruits 
the  cream  of  our  colleges  and 
universities  to  work  on  such 
things  as  jet  engines,  radar 
equipment  and  atomic  furnaces. 
He  had  apparently  never  before 
heard  of  a  man  without  a  cash 
price. 

.  "Be  not  deceived,"  wrote  the 
Apostle  Paul,  "God  is  not 
mocked,  whatsoever  a  man 
soweth  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
If  our  motive  has  been  to  lay 
up  treasures  on  earth,  why  then 
do  we  find  it  strange  that  these 
very  treasures  become  unprofit- 
able even  to  the  point  of  ruining 
us?  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  labor  with  a  pure  conscience 
for  the  love  of  God  and  the  good 
of  our  fellow  men,  then  we  shall 
doubtless  find  that  the  little  we 
earn  will,  with  God's  grace,  ac- 
complish much. 


The  Union  Universelle 

An  Example  of  World  Co-operation 


Jonathan    Hamersley 

Brooklyn,  New  York 


IT  IS  unfortunate  that  many 
of  us  have  never  heard  of 
the  Universal  Postal  Union. 
Many  of  us  have  friends  on  the 
foreign  mission  fields  or  we 
receive  letters  from  correspond- 
ents in  Europe  but  we  probably 
have  never  given  a  thought  of 
the  convenience  and  ease  with 
which  we  can  correspond  with 
these  people.  The  entire  United 
States  postal  organization  de- 
livers letters  gladly  which  do 
not  have  a  U.  S.  postage  stamp 
on  them.   Why  does  it  do  that? 

The  Universal  Postal  Union  is 
essentially  the  world  post  office. 
It  is  an  international  organiza- 
tion that  has  already  functioned 
successfully  for  seventy-five 
years.  Its  Seventy-fifth  Anni- 
versary was  celebrated  over  the 
world,  including  the  Russian- 
influenced  countries,  by  the 
issuance  of  more  special  postage 
stamps  than  any  other  single 
historical  event.  The  United 
States  issued  three  commemora- 
tive stamps  in  this  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  celebration.  These 
happened  to  be  air-mail  stamps 
suitable  only  for  foreign  rates, 
so  -  the  public  in  this  country 
saw  very  few  in  comparison 
with  a  less  important  item  such 
as  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  poultry  industry 
which  was  commemorated  by 
an  issue  in  the  three-cent  de- 
nomination. Moreover  the  gen- 
eral press  hardly  mentioned  that 
this  international  organization 
has  been  successful  for  seventy- 
five  years.  We  might  infer  that 
other  world  organizations  might 
be  successful  also  if  they  really 
serve  a  useful  purpose. 

The  success  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Union  has  come  about 
through  world  adherence  to  the 
Golden  Rule.  Did  you  know  that 
there  is  a  postal  card  available 


at  your  own  post  office  with  the 
profile  of  the  late  President 
McKinley  which  can  be  dropped 
in  a  post  office  in  Melbourne, 
Moscow  or  Lisbon  and  be  post- 
marked just  as  if  it  had  a  like- 
ness of  King  George  or  Premier 
Stalin  or  any  local  national 
figure?  It  is  the  Universal  Postal 
Union  double  card  sold  for  six 
cents  each,  at  your  own  post 
office.  You  may  write  a  message 
to  your  missionary  or  European 
friend  and  he  may  reply  on  the 
attached  reply  card  without  pay- 
ment of  postage  in  any  form  in 
his  country.  You  can  also  en- 
close in  a  letter  an  International 
Reply  Coupon  sold  for  eleven 
cents  at  your  post  office  which 
may  be  traded  by  your  friend 
for  sufficient  postage  of  his  coun- 
try to  mail  a  letter  back  to  you. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  postal 
union,  each  country  would  have 
to  have  a  separate  postal  treaty 
with  every  other  country.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  join  the 
Universal  Postal  Union  and  all 
the  problems  are  solved.  The 
payment  for  carrying  Mexican 
mail  bound  for  Canada  over 
United  States  railroads  is  cared 
for  by  a  central  organization. 

Another  reason  for  the  postal 
union's  success  is  that  its  head- 
quarters have  been  in  a  country 
which  gets  along  without  war. 
They  are  at  Bern,  Switzerland. 
Perhaps  the  United  Nations 
headquarters  would  be  better  if 
located  in  a  country  not  likely 
to  be  involved  in  war. 

Let  us  also  remember  that  it 
was  a  German  postmaster-gen- 
eral who  motivated  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Universal  Postal 
Union.  All  nations  have  some- 
thing to  contribute  to  world 
good  if  they  will. 
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/W  fy/otiA  RelifiGH,  ta  Wosik 


David  R.  Landis 

Creston,  Ohio 


IN  THE  early  days  of  the 
Christian  church  the  disciples 
of  Jesus  astonished  the  world 
with  their  boldness.  Because 
they  believed  it  was  better  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man,  they 
were  unafraid.  They  believed 
in  a  cause  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives.  Their  crusade  was  the 
cross. 

As  long  as  the  people  who 
sing  about  the  cross  do  not  risk 
their  lives  for  it,  they  will  fee*L 
no  compulsion  to  put  their 
religion  to  use.  A  wooden  cross 
in  the  heart  means  more  than  a 
golden  cross  on  the  altar. 

In  comparison  to  the  faith  of 
these  early  Christians  the  re- 
ligion of  today  is  an  armchair 
religion.  We  discuss  religion 
freely  but  we  seem  to  be  unable 
to  make  it  effective  to  deal  with 
the  problems  we  face.  Yet  if 
some  movement  were  to  be 
launched  to  destroy  our  Bibles, 
to  prohibit  our  assembling  for 
worship,  destroy  our  church 
property  or  stop  the  mouths  of 
our  ministry,  we  would  be  hor- 
rified. We  point  to  these  things 
as  symbols  of  divine  truth,  but 
we  are  not  willing  to  let  them 
operate  fully  in  our  own  lives. 
We  love  the  gospel  but  we  want 
it  to  remain  only  a  platitude. 

Our  summons,  therefore,  is  to 
put  our  religion  to  work.  The 
reality  of  our  faith  is  shown  in 
what  it  does  for  our  souls  and 
the  way  in  which  it  affects  our 
daily  lives.  Jesus  said  in  effect, 
"If  you  would  make  your  re- 
ligion more  than  real  words, 
learn  of  me,  for  I  am  lowly  in 
heart."  The  impressions  we 
make  on  others  will  reflect  our 
meekness  and  humility. 

Our  religion  becomes  creative 
and  transforming  to  the  degree 
that  we  make  it  genuine  and 
sincere.   It  is  by  witnessing  that 
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we  put  our  religion  to  use.  But 
what  is  the  result  of  our  wit- 
nessing? Do  others  see  Christ  in 
our  lives?  We  are  not  left  alone 
in  our  witnessing  for  we  are 
promised  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Yet  often  we  think  of  the 
emphasis  upon  witnessing  and  of 
spiritual  power  as  the  concern 
of  abnormal  Christians  or  fa- 
natical persons.  But  this  promise 
of  power  was  given  to  normal 
people  and  anything  less  than 
our  witnessing  is  subnormal. 

Pentecost  is  not  a  closed  in- 
cident. It  is  still  a  real  experi- 
ence for  anyone  who  will  tarry 
to  receive  power.  On  that  first 
Pentecost  Sunday  prayer  was  a 
prerequisite  for  the  coming  of 
the  Spirit.  The  first  Christians 
spent  much  time  in  prayer. 
They  waited,  they  prayed  and 
they  received. 

Often  we  allow  our  religion 
to  be  a  dull  and  drab  experience. 
We  think  of  it  as  drudgery  be- 
cause we  loiter  on  the  first  mile 
of  Christian  experience  without 
feeling  the  romance  of  going  the 
second  mile.  We  are  glad  when 
our  term  of  office  expires  wheth- 
er anything  is  accomplished  or 
not.  As  one  of  our  Brethren 
editors  wrote  recently,  "Our  tes- 
timony suffers  more  from  the 
way  we  walk  the  first  mile  than 
our  refusal  to  walk  the  second." 

It  is  not  often  that  we  hear 
a  congregation  ask,  "Men  and 
brethren,  what  shall  we  do?" 
We  put  our  religion  to  use  when 
we  willingly  volunteer  to  do  the 
required  work  that  needs  to  be 
done  and  when  we  are  willing 
to  repent,  be  baptized  and  re- 
ceive the  power  of  the  Spirit. 

The  credentials  of  those  work- 
ers in  the  early  church  was  the 
testimony  that  they  were  men 
who  had  risked  their  lives. 
When  have  we  risked  any  money 
in  putting  our  religion  to  work? 
Have  we  jeopardized  our  health, 


let  alone  hazarding  our  lives  in  j 
this  business?  Have  we  ever  i 
risked  our  reputations  by  a  [; 
decision  we  have  made  in  order  I 
to  make  the  world  a  brotherhood 
rather  than  a  battlefield?  We  1 
need  men  with  moral  and  spirit-  I 
ual  quality,  who  are  willing  to  I 
risk  much. 

People  are  not  great  or  good  I 
because  they  possess  certain  I 
talents  but  rather  because  of  I 
their  willingness  to  use  what  I 
they  have.  When  we  give,  God  | 
gives.  When  we  really  decide  to  I 
put  our  religion  to  work,  God  I 
will  help  us  by  giving  us  avenues  I 
of  service  where  we  can  serve  I 
with  courage  and  wisdom  in  the  I 
name  of  Jesus. 

Living  Water 

Continued  from,page  11 

in    spirit?     This   strikes   at   the! 
deepest  thing  in  our  personality  j] 
— at  the  will  and  the  true  inten-1 
tion  of  our  hearts.    To  worship  a 
God    in    spirit    means    nothing  I 
short  of  baring  our  very  souls] 
before  the  all-searching  eyes  of 
the  all-knowing  God.    It  means 
essentially  the  offering  up  of  our 
total     personality    to     God,    in] 
Christ. 

When    we    come    to    worship! 
God,  no  matter  when  or  where, 
it  means  that  if  we  are  harbor- 
ing within  our  minds  any  of  the  [ 
things  which  Paul  speaks  about  j 
in  Gal.  5:20 — such  as  immorali- 
ty, impurity,  licentiousness,  idol-  j 
atry,    enmity,    strife,    jealousy,! 
anger,     selfishness,     dissension, 
party  spirit,  envy,  drunkenness 
and,  of  course,  hypocrisy — theyj 
must   be   faced,    confessed   and; 
surrendered   in   order   that   our| 
worship  might  be  acceptable. 

Thus  it  was  as  if  Jesus  had  I 
said  to  the  Samaritan  woman! 
that  day,  "I  have  been  trying  to; 
help  you  to  genuine  spiritual! 
worship  by  tearing  off  the  mask; 
and  compelling  you  to  face  yourj 
Own  life.  If  you  are  prepared  toj 
do  that,  you  need  not  discuss 
locations.  Gerizim  is  nothing; 
Jerusalem  is  nothing;  spirit  and; 
truth  are  everything. 


What  a  basis  for  our  evan- 
gelistic program  we  have  in  this 
incident!  All  of  us  will  agree,  I 
think,  that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  stands  in  need  of  a  re- 
birth of  evangelism.  But  the 
more  I  think  about  it  the  more  I 
am  convinced  that  we  shall 
never  have  a  genuine  rebirth  of 
evangelism  until  we  have  first 
of  all  a  rebirth  of  spiritual  power 
within  the  church.  What  we  all 
need  is  a  new  infilling  of  the 
"living  water"  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  In  the  case  of  this  Samari- 
tan revival,  the  woman  first 
came  face  to  face  with  Christ, 
who  led  her  to  see  her  need 
of  the  new  life  of  the  Spirit,  to 
see,  confess  and  surrender  her 
sin.  I  am  in  favor  of  most  of  the 
modern  methods  of  evangelism 
and  I  feel  that  more  of  our 
churches  should  learn  and  use 
them,  but  I  am  equally  con- 
vinced that  methods  which  are 
not  connected  with  a  vital,  spirit- 
ual, firsthanded  experience  with 
the  living  Christ  will  prove  dis- 
appointing. 

What  can  we  do  about  it?  I 
think  Paul  gives  us  the  secret 
in  Gal.  2:  20:  "I  have  been  cru- 
cified with  Christ;  it  is  no  longer 
I  who  live,  but  Christ  who  lives 
in  me;  and  the  life  I  now  live  in 
the  flesh  I  live  by  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and 
gave  his  life  for  me"  (R.  S.  V.) . 

The  secret  to  Paul's  great  suc- 
cess as  an  evangelist,  therefore, 
centers  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
indwelt  by  the  living  Christ; 
and  he  was  indwelt  by  Christ 
because  there  came  a  day  when 
the  old  man,  Saul,  the  old,  self- 
centered,  self -pleasing  Paul  died. 

This  death  to  self — this  utter 
commitment  of  self  to  Christ — is 
vital  to  the  spiritual  rebirth  so 
badly  needed  but  it  is  not  enough 
for  us  to  have  made  a  full  com- 
mitment to  Christ — we  need  to 
crucify  self  daily. 

There  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  that  the  old,  self-centered 
ego  died  some  years  ago  and 
Christ  came  alive  within  my 
soul;  but  recently  I  discovered 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  niinois. — Editor. 


Activities     in     Child     Education. 

Elizabeth     M.     Lobingier.      Pilgrim 
Press,   1950.    226  pages.    $3.50. 

Step-by-step  help  is  given  in  de- 
veloping the  right  point  of  view 
concerning  creative  activities  with 
children  in  the  church.  At  the  same 
time  specific  methods  and  tech- 
niques for  doing  many  activities 
are  given.  The  inexperienced  as 
well  as  the  trained  teacher  may  use 
this  book  in  a  profitable  way.  It 
should  be  in  church  libraries. — 
Dessie  R.  Miller. 

Orientation  in  Religious  Educa- 
tion. Philip  Henry  Lotz,  editor. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1950.  618 
pages.     $6.50. 

Perhaps  no  other  single  volume 
provides  such  an  extensive  basic 
literature  in  religious  education  as 
this  one  does.  There  are  forty-three 
interesting  chapters  written  by  as 
many  carefully  chosen  experts, 
many  of  whom  are  widely  known 
authorities  in  their  respective  fields. 
These  chapters  are  organized  under 
six  divisions:  The  Cultural  and  Re- 
ligious Setting  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion; Materials  and  Methods  of 
Religious  Education;  Agencies  and 
Organizations  for  Religious   Educa- 


tion; Directing  Religious  Education; 
Agencies  for  Co-operation;  Wider 
Perspective  of  Religious  Education. 
Brethren  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  Chapter  14,  Play  and  Recrea- 
tion, was  written  by  Bob  Tully. 
College  libraries,  teachers  of  reli- 
gious education,  directors  of  reli- 
gious education,  pastors  and  other 
professional  workers  in  the  field 
will  find  this  a  valuable  reference 
volume. — C.  Ernest  Davis. 

Going  Steady.  Anne  Emery. 
Westminster  Press,  1950.  189  pages. 
$2.50. 

Almost  any  girl  who  is  just  out 
of  high  school  will  understand  about 
Sally  and  Scotty,  how  they  drift 
into  "going  steady,"  how  they  think 
getting  engaged  will  solve  all  their 
problems,  and  how  they  gradually 
learn  that  there  are  many  serious 
responsibilities  that  face  all  young 
folks  who  consider  marriage.  Girls 
—  and  fellows  too  —  will  see  them- 
selves in  this  book,  and  while  they 
read  it  for  enjoyment,  they'll  learn 
from  it  also,  for  this  is  a  book  that 
has  something  to  say  to  teenagers, 
but  it  says  it  in  the  terms  of  their 
own  experiences,  and  without  lec- 
turing to  them. — Kenneth  Morse. 


evidence  that  the  old  man  was 
making  a  terrific  effort  to  come 
to  life  again.  It  tends  to  frighten 
me  now  as  I  look  back  upon 
this  crisis;  and  it  has  taught  me 
anew  the  importance  of  spend- 
ing more  time  on  my  knees, 
seeking  a  daily  recrucifixion  of 
self  and  a  renewal  of  Christ's 
presence  and  power,  that  alone 
can  make  for  an  effective  wit- 
ness for  Christ. 

I  heard  one  of  our  church 
leaders  say  recently,  "What  the 
world  needs  today  is  a  new 
creature  in  a  new  society." 

I  feel  that  God  would  have  us 
feel  such  a  need  of  a  renewed 
experience  of  the  "living  waters" 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  our 
souls  that  we  will  come  to  Christ 
and  ask  and  keep  on  asking;  and 
seek  and  keep  on  seeking;  and 
knock  and  keep  on  knocking 
until  we,  like  the  Samaritan 
woman,    become    such    radiant, 


contagious  witnesses  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  lead  many  from 
darkness  into  the  glorious  light 
and  life  of  Christ. 


Straws    in   the    Census 

Continued  from  page  9 

heard  cry,  "There  ought  to  be  a 
law  against  it,"  is  but  one  of 
its  expressions.  Communists  do 
not  have  to  take  this  country 
by  force.  They  can  afford  to 
sit  back  and  wait  for  the  col- 
lapse of  land  pyramiding  by  the 
land-hungry  barons.  In  the 
debris  they  will  find,  ready 
made,  what  they  are  looking  for. 
Apparently  this  trend  is  not 
recognized,  else  the  makers  of 
public  opinion  would  long  ago 
have  called  a  halt  to  this 
demolition  of  rural  home  life, 
so  clearly  shown  in  the  census. 
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Achievement 

The  total  giving  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1950,  was 
$574,104.  This  is  only  $9,296  short  of  the 
spending  budget. 

The  giving  of  this  amount  in  the  short  seven- 
month  fiscal  year  is  evidence  of  your  loyalty 
and  support  to  the  Brotherhood  program. 
Through  your  gifts  you  have  made  it  possible 
for  the  ministry  of  the  church  to  continue. 
Because  of  your  willingness  to  share  you  too 
have  received  a  blessing.  And  through  your 
gifts  and  the  ministry  of  the  church,  Christ 
has  been  glorified. 

The  gifts  of  many  people  have  made  this 
achievement  possible.  There  were  many  too 
who  had  a  share  in  presenting  the  needs  and 
in  raising  the  Brotherhood  Fund.  Pastors,  dis- 
trict Brotherhood  Fund  representatives,  regional 
men,  Harl  Russell  and  other  staff  members  of 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board  offices  have  all 
had  a  part.  To  all  we  express  our  deep  apprecia- 
tion for  a  job  well  done. 

Raymond  R.  Peters,  General  Secretary 
General  Brotherhood  Board 


D.  B.  Garber  changes  his  address  from  Barboursville, 
Va.,  to  R.  1,  Waynesboro,  Va.  Will  correspondents 
please  note? 

Homer  D.  Kimmel  informs  us  that  his  address  has 
been  changed  from  220  E.  E  St.,  Grants  Pass,  Oregon, 
to  Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Lick  Creek  church.  Ohio,  will  have  its  home-coming 
service  on  Sunday,  Nov.  5.  There  will  be  morning  and 
afternoon  services  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. 

Members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  who  live 
in  the  tri-city  area  around  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  who 
would  be  interested  in  having  fellowship  with  other 
Brethren,  possibly  establishing  a  church  there,  may 
contact  Fred  Leu  or  Walter  Nash  at  1927  W.  Third 
St.,  Davenport,  Iowa,  or  Edward  O'Neill,  4100  Fourteenth 
Ave.,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Mail  for  Austria 

According  to  word  from  Austria,  beginning  Nov.  1 
it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to  send  parcels,  or  any 
mail  except  letters,  to  our  Brethren  Service  workers 
through  army  post  offices  (APO).  Apparently  such  mail 
will  need  to  be  addressed  to  the  individual's  civilian 
address  (street,  number,  city,  etc.)  and  will  require  the 
international  rate  of  postage  which  is  higher  than  by 
APO.  Possibly  cheaper  shipment  can  be  made  through 
New  Windsor,  but  clear  information  on  this  point  is 
lacking  so  far.  It  will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  seems  that  gift  packages  for  refugees  or  Austrians 
will  also  have  to  be  addressed  directly  to  them  at  inter- 
national postage  rates  unless  arrangements  can  be  made 
through  New  Windsor. 
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North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  will  have  as  its 
delegate  to  the  1951  Standing  Committee  Byard  Snyder. 
Ray  Harris  is  the  alternate. 

The  Tennessee  District  has  elected  E.  J.  Rowe  as  their 
delegate  to  Standing  Committee  of  the  1951  Annual 
Conference.    William  C.  Crumley  is  alternate. 

Dupont  church,  Ohio,  will  have  its  home-coming 
service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  29.  Bro.  Roy  Shafer  will  be  the 
speaker.   A  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon. 

Ernest  E.  Munizing  informs  us  that  his  address  is 
changed  from  32  Lawn  Ave.,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  to 
Broadway,  Va.    Will  correspondents  please  note? 

The  Rolland  Florys,  who  have  been  in  China,  ar- 
rived in  San  Francisco  on  the  SS  Fernstream  from 
Hong  Kong  on  Sept.  30,  1950.  Their  address  will  be 
R.  4,  Box  511,  Grants  Pass,  Oregon,  c/o  Raymond  C. 
Flory. 

Eli  S.  Keeny.  who  has  been  pastor  of  the  Burnham 
church  in  Middle  Pennsylvania,  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Sipesville  church  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  address  after  November  1,  therefore,  will  be 
Sipesville,  Pa. 

O.  C.  Sollenberger,  missonary  to  China,  arrived  in 
the  United  States  on  Aug.  26,  1950.  He  sailed  on  the 
SS  Aorangi  from  New  Zealand,  where  he  had  been 
visiting  his  daughter.  His  address  is  30  Forrest  Ave., 
Los  Gatos,  Calif. 

Santa  Ana  church,  Calif.,  will  have  its  home-com- 
ing on  Sunday,  Nov.  19.  There  will  be  services  all  day 
with  a  basket  lunch  at  noon.  All  former  members  and 
friends  are  cordially  invited.  The  church  is  located  at 
502  S.  Ross  Street  in  Santa  Ana. 

Stover  Memorial  church  of  Middle  Iowa  has  approved 
$1,040  ($9.36  per  member)  as  its  goal  in  support  of 
the  Brotherhood's  fiscal  year  program,  writes  the 
treasurer,  Bro.  Galen  W.  Kinzie.  Although  bearing 
the  heavy  local  financial  load  of  a  new  building  program, 
the  membership  feels  the  urgency  of  maintaining  the 
wider  ministry  of  the  church. 

C.  C.  Wang,  who  has  been  studying  in  the  United 
States  for  the  past  several  years  in  preparation  for 
the  work  he  is  now  doing  in  his  own  country,  left  San 
Francisco,  Aug.  9,  on  the  SS  Cleveland  for  China.  In 
a  letter  dated  Sept.  22  and  received  Oct.  2,  he  stated 
it  took  a  little  over  a  month  to  arrive  in  Peking.  His 
address  is  now:  Department  of  Physiology,  National 
Peking  University,  College  of  Medicine,  Peking,  China. 

Act  Now  on  Universal  Military  Training 

Congress  has  adjourned  and  congressmen  have  re- 
turned to  their  home  districts.  Shortly  after  they 
reconvene  they  will  consider  the  universal  military 
training  issue.  This  is  a  very  appropriate  time  to  con- 
tact your  congressman  personally  and  tell  him  how  you 
feel  about  the  universal  military  training  program.  A 
personal  contact  is  more  valuable  than  a  wire  or  letter 
to  Washington,  D.C.  Ask*  other  persons  to  let  their 
congressmen  know  how  they  feel  about  this  issue.   Act 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the   Christian  Life 


Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

Bethany  opened  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  5,  with  162  in  the 
Seminary  and  70  in  the  Bible  Training  School.  This  is 
an  increase  over  the  student  body  of  last  year.  Presi- 
dent Rufus  D.  Bowman  spoke  at  the  opening  chapel 
service  on  Thy  Kingdom  Come. 

The  convocalion  service  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Sept.  6,  was  unusually  impressive.  President  Calvert 
N.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College  brought  a  strong  message  on 
The  Seminary  Professor  and  World  Crisis.  Three  faith- 
ful teachers  were  consecrated  to  the  full  professorship: 
Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  professor  of  psychology,  and  mental 
hygiene;  David  J.  Wieand,  professor  of  Biblical  litera- 
ture and  Greek;  and  Chalmer  E.  Faw,  professor  of  New 
Testament  and  evangelism.  The  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  was   conferred  upon  Calvert  N.   Ellis. 

Work  on  the  new  chapel  has  begun  in  earnest.  The 
excavation  has  been  completed  and  the  pouring  of 
concrete  is  in  process. 

The  E.  B.  Hoff  Memorial  lecturer  for  this  fall  is 
President  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  Manchester  College.  The 
lectures  will  be  given  at  Bethany  Oct.  23-27. 

Elizabethtown  College 

Elizabelhiown  College  will  close  the  celebration 
of  her  fiftieth  anniversary  with  the  dedication  of  the 
new  library  on  Oct.  28.  Dr.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh,  president 
of  Francis  Shinier  College,  Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  will  address 
the  home-coming  audience  on  Education  Looks  Ahead. 
President  A.  C.  Baugher  will  confer  honorary  degrees 
upon  two  alumni  distinguished  for  service  in  medicine 
and  education.  Dr.  John  G.  Kuhns,  chief  surgeon  at 
the  Robert  Breck  Brigham  hospital  in  Boston,  Mass., 
will  receive  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science.  Dr.  Kuhns 
has  developed  a  new  surgical  technique  for  restoring 
movement  to  joints  immobilized  by  arthritis.  Christian 
L.  Martin,  supervisor  of  English  in  the  Lancaster  city 
schools,  will  be  the  recipient  of  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Letters. 

The  drama.  Barter,  will  be  presented  by  a  student- 
faculty  cast  on  Oct.  28. 

Dr.  Samuel  Guy  Inman,  member  of  the  fact-finding 
mission  of  Christian  leaders  sent  to  the  Holy  Land  to 
investigate  the  practicability  of  the  U.  <  N.  Jerusalem 
internationalization  plan,  addressed  the  student  body 
recently. 

Galen  C.  Kilhefner,  associate  professor  of  sociology 
and  psychology,  delivered  the  annual  convocation  ad- 
dress at  the  opening  of  the  college  year.  His  title  was 
College  and  a  Shifting  World. 

College  enrollment  this  year  is  351.  This  number 
includes  sixty-six  veterans.  The  ratio  of  men  to 
women  is  slightly  less  than  two  to  one.  Of  the  total 
enrollment  forty-eight  are  registered  for  evening 
courses. 

Ten  of  the  109  graduates  of  1950  are  enrolled  in 
seminaries  this  year. 

President  Baugher  has  been  appointed  to  the  spon- 
soring committee  of  the  Harrisburg  Report  from  Israel 
seminar  in  association  with  the  American  Christian 
Palestine  Committee. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.    Cletus    Myers    of    New    Enterprise,    Pa.,    in    the    Clover 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  Oct.  16-29. 

Bro.  Oscar  Fike  of  Boones  Mill,  Va.,  in  the  Front  Royal 
church,  Va.,  Oct.  30— Nov.  12. 


Bro.  Jacob  T.  Dick  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  in  the  Mountville  church, 
Pa.,  Nov.  6-19. 

Bro.  Harold  W.  Miller  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  in  the  Harris  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  Oct.  22-29. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Siinebaugh  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  in  the  Burnettsville 
church,  Ind.,  Oct.  29— Nov.  5. 

Bro.  Charles  Stouder  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  in  the  New  Salem 
church,  Ind.,  Dec.  4-17. 

Bro.  L.  W.  Shafer  of  Pontiac,  Mich.,  in  the  Dupont  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  22-29. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Burton  of  Wiley,  Colo.,  in  the 
Brethren   Church,  Mulvane,   Kansas,   Oct.   30 — Nov.   12. 

Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  in  the  West  Milton 
church,  Ohio,  Nov.  13-19. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  New  Salem  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Va. 

Six  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Cedar  Lake 
church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized,  four  received  by  letter  and  one  on  former  bap- 
tism in  the  Calvary  church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  October  22 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Growing  Through  Prayer. — Matt.  6:5- 
15;  Luke  11:1-13;  Phi]  1:3-11;  Col.  4:2-4.  Memory  Selection:  I 
tell  you,  Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  you;  seek,  and  you  will  find; 
knock,  and  it  will  be  opened  to  you.    Luke  11:9  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  October,  Exploring  the  Bible. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
Western  Region. — McPherson,   Kansas,   Nov.   10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Idaho  and  Western  Montana. — Nampa,  Idaho,  Oct.  26-28. 
Kansas,  Northwestern. — Portis,  Oct.  20-22. 
Kansas,  Southeastern.— Scott  Valley.  Oct.  20-22. 
Maryland,  Middle.— Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  Oct.  24-26. 
Maryland,  Western.— Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 
Missouri,  Northern. — Rockingham,  Oct.  20-22. 
Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Oregon. — Nicholas  Gardens,  Oct.  25-29. 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 
Pennsylvania,  S.  E..  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. — 

Philadelphia,  Bethany.  Pa.,  Nov.  7.  8. 
Pennsylvania,  Southern. — Codorus,  Oct.  24,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Western. — Meyersale,  Oct.  25,  26. 
Washington.— Seattle,  Nov.  15-19. 


LOVE 
California 
Oct.  22,  6  pm,  Santa  Ana. 
Florida 

Nov.   4,   Jacksonville. 

Illinois 
Oct.   29,   7   pm.   Panther   Creek. 
Nov.  4,  La  Motte  Prairie. 
Nov.  17,  Allison  Prairie. 

Indiana 
Oct.  21,  Brick. 
Oct.    28,    Howard. 
Oct.   28,   Laporte. 
Oct.  29,  7:30  pm,  Muncie. 
Nov.   14,  Yellow  Creek. 
Nov.  20,   Plymouth. 
Kansas 
Oct.  29,  7:30  pm,  Belleville. 
Nov.    6,   7:30    pm,    Scott   Valley 

Community. 

Maryland 
Oct.     21,      6:30     pm,     Meadow 

Branch. 
Oct.  22,  6:30  pm,   Piney  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  2:30  pm,  Longmeadow. 
Oct.  29,  Flower  Hill. 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
Nov.  11,  2:30  pm,  Broadfording. 

Ohio 
Oct.  21,  7  pm,  Gratis. 
Oct.  28,  29.  Prices  Creek. 
Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Happy  Corner. 
Nov.   11,  7:30  pm,   Salem. 
Nov.   18,  Beaver  Creek. 
Nov.  20,  Lick   Creek. 
Oklahoma 
Oct.   30,   Washita. 
Nov.    6,    Pleasant    Plains. 


FEASTS 

Pennsylvania 

Oct.  21,  1:30  pm,  Heidelberg. 
Oct.   21,   2:30   pm,   Rouzerville. 
Oct.  21,  22,  Springville,  Mohler. 
Oct.    21,     22,     1:30    pm,     Upper 

Conewago. 
Oct.    22,    New    Fairview. 
Oct.  22,   Spring  Mount. 
Oct.   22,   Upper   Codorus,  Black 

Rock. 
Oct.  22,   2  pm.  Maiden   Creek. 
Oct.  28,  2  pm,  Akron. 
Oct.  28.  6:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  29.  10:15  am.  Big  Swa- 

tara,  Hanoverdale. 
Oct.  29,  Mountville. 
Oct.  29,  6:30  pm,  Mt.  Olivet. 
Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Leamersville. 
Oct.     29,     7:30     pm,     Mechanic 

Grove. 
Nov.  4,   1:30  pm.  Welsh  Run. 
Nov.  5,   Boiling  Spring. 
Nov.   5,   7:30   pm,   Upper   Claar. 
Nov.   11,    12,   2   pm,   Myerstown. 
Nov.  12,  Cherry  Grove. 
Nov.  12,  10:15  am,  Shrewsbury. 
Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Germantown. 
Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Tennessee 
Nov.   4,   7:30   pm,    Knob   Creek. 

Virginia 
Oct.    21,    6:30    pm,    Bethlehem. 
Nov.   12,  7  pm,  Front  Royal. 
Nov.  19,  5  pm,  Roanoke,  Ninth. 

West    Virginia 
Oct.   21,   Old   Furnace. 
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Your    young    men    have    decisions    to    make. 
Will  they  get  adequate  counsel  in  your  church? 


Is 

Your 

Congregation 


ON    THE   JOB    FOR    PEACE? 


IS  YOUR  congregation  on  the  job 
in  the  present  world  crisis?  The 
test  of  a  church's  effectiveness  is 
whether  it  can  give  Christian  guid- 
ance in  time  of  trouble.  The  Korean 
war  is  such  a  time.  It  has  not  be- 
come World  War  III  yet,  but  our 
country's  preparations  for  a  big  war 
are  ominous. 

Are  we,  as  a  church,  preparing  in 
our  own  way?  Here  are  some  things 
which  each  local  church  should  be 
doing: 

Draft  Counsel 

Provide  competent  advice  on  draft 
problems.  In  some  cases  the  pastor 
may  be  the  one  to  do  this,  in  others 
a  layman  or  a  woman.  Or  it  might 
be  good  to  have  a  committee  to 
divide  the  work. 

Advisers  should  keep  fully  in- 
formed and  up-to-date  on  draft 
regulations,  new  developments,  our 
church's  advice  to  draftees,  and  our 
program  of  constructive  service. 
They  should  be  easily  available  for 
interviews  and  should  announce  that 
fact  from  time  to  time. 
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They  should  also  keep  our  young 
people  in  touch  with  Brethren  Serv- 
ice volunteer  projects.  If  alternative 
service  is  later  required  of  conscien- 
tious objectors,  some  of  these  proj- 
ects may  prove  acceptable.  Brethren 
and  Mennonites  are  now  working 
with  our  government  and  the  United 
Nations  on  plans  in  this  direction. 

Peace  Education 

Carry  on  a  definite,  vigorous  pro- 
gram of  peace  education.  To  begin 
now  is  somewhat  late,  of  course.  But 
better  late  than  never! 

Adequate  peace  education  is  not 
a  simple  affair.  It  involves  more 
than  an  annual  peace  sermon  or  a 
vague  hope  that  peace  will  somehow 
be  emphasized  in  Sunday  school. 

Two  things  are  especially  im- 
portant. First,  peace  education 
should  answer  questions.  Our  people 
have  many  of  them.  Though  Annual 
Conference  repeatedly  says  that  war 
is  sin,  many  Brethren,  even  some 
ministers,  remain  unconvinced.  Few 
people  vote  against  the  statement  in 
Conference,  but  many  have  problems 
and  questions  which  we  usually  fail 
to  answer. 


The  best  hope  of  satisfying  an- 
swers is  through  discussion  where 
honest  questions  can  be  freely  asked 
and  sympathetically  considered.  This 
takes  time.  A  single  evening  will 
rarely  be  enough. 

Second,  peace  education  ought  to 
include  careful  study  of  fundamental 
issues.  The  most  important  of  these 
is  God's  will  about  war  and  peace 
as  revealed  by  Jesus.  Another  is  the 
nature  of  international  relations 
which  lead  to  war  or  peace. 

Still  another  involves  the  meaning 
of  the  various  positions  which  Breth- 
ren might  take  toward  military  serv- 
ice— full  service  (I-A),  noncombatant 
service  (I-A-O),  objection  to  all 
forms  of  military  service  (I V-E),  and 
the  absolute  or  nonregistrant  posi- 
tion. 

Such  studies  will  also  take  time 
and  may  need  to  be  conducted  as 
classes  or  through  meetings  at  fairly 
regular  intervals. 

Congregations  will  find  it  helpful 
and  encouraging  to  meet  with 
neighboring  churches  to  discuss  their 
problems  and  programs  in  connec- 
tion with  the  war  situation.  District 


leaders  could  be  asked  to  arrange 
such  meetings,  or  a  concerned  con- 
gregation could  take  the  initiative. 

Witness  and  Protest 

Make  an  audible  witness  for  peace 
and  protest  against  war  and  militar- 
ism. It  is  alarming  that  there  is  far 
less  protest  against  our  movement 
toward  war  than  there  was  from 
1939  to  Pearl  Harbor.  Apparently 
many  who  want  peace  are  afraid  of 
being  called  procommunist. 

If  we  really  believe  that  all  war 
is  sin  and  that  the  coming  war  will 
be  sin,  we  ought  to  say  so.  We  can 
make  our  testimony  in  casual  con- 
versations, interviews  with  congress- 
men and  officials,  letters  to  editors, 
mass  meetings — wherever  there  is 
opportunity  to  express  an  opinion. 

Our  protests  may  be  as  hopeless  as 
Jeremiah's,  but  Jeremiahs  may  be 
as  much  needed  now  as  when  the 
kingdom  of  Judah  was  collapsing. 

Service   Projects 

Engage  more  actively  in  local 
church  service  projects.  There  is  a 
double  need  for  these. 

From  without  there  is  the  con- 
tinuing need  of  the  last  war's  victims 
as  well  as  the  new  crop  of  sufferers 
in  Korea. 

From  within  there  is  our  own  need 
to  reinforce  our  beliefs  with  action. 
Talk  is  not  enough  to  keep  our  con- 
victions strong.  We  must  roll  up  our 
sleeves  and  go  to  work.  That  was 
what  made  our  testimony  effective 
in  World  War  II. 

We  may  soon  need  to  increase  our 
project  work  and  our  gifts  of  money. 


Openings  for  relief  work  in  Korea 
are  expected  soon.  There  may  be 
opportunity  in  this  connection  for 
acceptable  alternative  service. 

Disaster  Plans 

Prepare  for  disaster  or  persecution. 
As  we  do  so,  let  us  hope  and  pray 
that  they  will  not  come. 

We  must  face  the  possibility  of 
disaster  at  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 
Already  civilian  defense  plans  are 
being  made  all  over  the  nation.  They 
will  present  some  problems  to  peace- 
minded  people.  Some  phases  of 
civilian  defense  will  be  contrary  to 
our  consciences;  others,  such  as  aid 
to  the  suffering,  will  appeal  to  us. 
Where  to  draw  the  line  is  a  problem 
which  we  must  study  now. 

Shocking  as  it  may  seem,  disaster 
might  also  come  to  us  at  the  hands 
of  Americans.  We  are  in  a  drift 
away  from  our  traditional  American 
liberties  and  toward  the  ways  of  the 
police  state  which  we  so  heartily 
condemn.  Unpopular  minority 
views,  such  as  our  belief  in  peace, 
may  be  tolerated  less  and  less. 

Without  undue  alarm  we  need  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  the  possibility 
of  persecution.  The  early  Brethren 
urged  applicants  for  baptism  to 
count  the  cost.  We  can  profit  by 
their  example  if,  after  counting  the 
cost,  we  continue  to  do  our  duty. 

How    About   Your   Church? 

These  are  things  which  every 
church  ought  to  be  doing  now. 
Check  your  score.  Send  your  ques- 
tions and  suggestions  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Commission. 


What  Is  Your  Stand? 

In  light  of  the  present  world  tension  I  declare  that  it  is  my  purpose 
to  follow  the  position  of  my  church  and  the  teaching  and  example  of 
my  Lord;  and.  therefore,  I  cannot  take  part  in  war  or  learn  the  arts  of 
war.  Instead  I  purpose  to  promote  peace,  sacrifice  for  peace  and  learn 
the  arts  of  peace. 

Name 


Address  .. 
Church 
;  Remarks: 

I  Mail  to: 


Brethren  Service  Commission 

GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD  BOARD 

22  South  State  Street 

Elgin,  Illinois 


Significant  Peace  Meetings 

SPECIAL  Brethren  meetings  are 
being  called  in  various  places 
to  discuss  the  war  situation  and 
what  our  church  should  do  about  it. 

The  Southeastern  Region  called  a 
region-wide  conference  of  peace 
leaders  and  other  interested  persons 
for  Sept.  25  and  26  at  Bridgewater, 
Va.  Items  on  the  agenda  included 
present  and  coming  draft  legisla- 
tion, possibilities  for  new  relief  and 
reconstruction  work  by  the  peace 
churches,  civilian  defense  problems, 
and  how  to  keep  our  people  in- 
formed. 

At  least  two  districts,  both  in 
Indiana,  have  begun  an  extensive 
program  of  sectional  meetings  within 
their  districts.  Northern  Indiana, 
under  the  leadership  of  its  district 
Brethren  Service  director,  Mrs. 
George  Heeter,  is  using  the  method 
of  a  series  of  meetings  at  intervals 
of  two  weeks  or  so.  Several  such 
series  are  in  progress  in  different 
sections  of  the  district.  The  meetings 
have  a  "grass  roots"  character  with 
local  leadership  taking  the  initiative 
and  with  much  liberty  for  free, 
informal  discussion. 

Middle  Indiana  held  a  district- 
wide  meeting  on  Sept.  19.  It  took 
the  form  of  a  panel  discussion  fol- 
lowed by  general  discussion.  Dis- 
trict leaders  served  on  the  panel. 
Four  sectional  meetings  within  the 
district  are  planned  next. 

The  Elgin,  111.,  church  devoted  its 
first  Sunday  evening  meeting  of  the 
new  season  to  the  topic,  Brethren 
and  World  Crisis.  This  also  consisted 
of  a  panel  followed  by  general  dis- 
cussion. 

Experience  so  far  with  these  meet- 
ings proves  that  they  can  be  success- 
fully arranged  on  regional,  district 
or  even  local  initiative.  It  may  help 
to  call  in  outside  leadership  in  some 
cases,  but  as  a  rule  it  is  far  from 
indispensable. 


Race  Statement  Available 

The  official  statement  on  the  race 
problem  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Rapids  Annual  Conference  is 
now  available  in  printed  form.  It 
may  be  ordered  free  of  charge  from 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board. 
Congregations  are  invited  to  order 
it  in  such  quantities  as  can  be  dis- 
tributed to  good  advantage  among 
their  members.  Individuals  are  also 
welcome  to  request  one  or  several 
copies. 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


THE  first  two  phases  of  the  three- 
fold Brotherhood  Emphasis  for 
the  year  1950-51  were  outlined 
last  week — Spiritual  Enrichment  and 
Better  Family  Life.  The  third — Ef- 
fective Evangelism — is  lifted  up 
here,  with  suggestions  for  making 
this  emphasis  "come  alive"  where 
you  are. 

These  emphases  are  intended  as 
"leaders"  to  carry  forward  the  whole 
program  of  the  church — service, 
missionary  and  educational. 


ly  instructing  and  assimilating  all 
new  members  brought  into  the  mem- 
bership of  our  churches.  (4)  Enlist- 
ing all  members  who  have  changed 
their  place  of  residence  and  who 
have  not  identified  themselves  with 
any  local  church  in  the  community 
where  they  now  live.  (5)  The 
spiritual  transformation  of  persons 
through  the  power  of  Christ,  ...  in 
order  that  the  changed  persons  may 
in  turn  create  a  more  Christian 
society. 


DEEPENING  AND  SHARING 
THE  CHRISTIAN   LIFE 


Part  II 


III.  A  greatly  enlarged  program  of 
aggressive  evangelism,  making  use 
of  all  fruitful  methods,  and  co-oper- 
ating with  all  other  evangelical 
groups  in  this  most  urgent  endeavor. 

It  is  urgent  that  all  our  churches 
co-operate  in  a  forward  movement 
of  vital  evangelism.  The  call  to  ad- 
vance in  evangelism  is  made  im- 
perative by  the  times  in  which  we 
live.  Conditions  in  our  land  and 
across  the  world  demand  a  revival 
of  genuine  Christianity.  Everywhere 
men  need  a  cleansing  of  their  un- 
righteousness through  faith  in  God 
and  repentance  of  their  sins.  .  .  .  The 
churches  themselves  need  to  be 
saved  from  their  complacency  and 
impotence  and  experience  a  rebirth 
of  spiritual  power. 

New  life  for  men  through  faith 
in  God  and  obedience  to  his  will  is 
a  necessity.  The  gospel  of  Christ  is 
the  only  hope  of  our  sad  and  dis- 
traught world.  .  .  .  The  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  whole  world  is  an  ines- 
capable duty  resting  upon  the  whole 
church  and  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren cannot  sidestep  its  responsibility 
in  this  important  area  of  our 
ministry. 

The  purpose  of  the  advance  in 
evangelism  may  be  stated  as  follows: 
(1)  The  renewal  of  the  spiritual  life 
of  the  ministry  and  the  membership 
of  the  churches.  (2)  Reaching  the 
vast  unchurched  multitudes  for 
Christ  and  his  church.  (3)  Thorough- 
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The  means  suggested  to  ac- 
complish the  foregoing  purposes  are: 
(1)  Community  religious  census.  (2) 
United  prayer.  (3)  Home  visitation 
and  fellowship  evangelism,  with 
special  effort  to  enlist  the  youth  of 
the  church  in  this  essential  work. 
(4)  Preaching  missions,  spiritual 
emphasis  week,  or  series  of  revival 
meetings.  (5)  National  Christian 
Teaching  Missions.  (6)  Transferring 
of  nonresident  members.  (7)  The 
assimilation  of  new  members.  (8) 
Special  seasons  of  ingathering,  such 
as:  Christmas,  Easter,  Pentecost, 
World  Communion  Sunday,  etc. 

For  Effective  Evangelism 
A.  Methods 

The  pastor,  minister  and/or  elder 
should  call  together  the  planning  board 
responsible  for  evangelism  and  plan 
the  year-round  program.  Plans  could 
well  include   the  following: 

1.  Enlist  church  school  officers  and 
teachers  for  a  special  effort  as  the 
new  church  and  Sunday-school  year 
is  begun  Oct.  1 

2.  Special  effort  from  Christmas  to  New 
Year,  again  using  visitation  method 
(See   Nov.    11    Gospel   Messenger.) 

3.  A  special,  very  well-planned  Lenten 
evangelism  period,  running  during 
the  entire  seven  weeks  and  climax- 
ing at  Easter  (See  Feb.  17,  1951, 
Gospel   Messenger.) 

This  may  be  the  time  for  a  ten 
days'  or  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting  with  a  guest  evangelist. 
If  so  it  should  be  preceded  and 
simultaneously  supported  by  careful 
visitation  enlistment 

4.  Every  Sunday  let  the  preaching  and 
worship  have  the  evangelical  fervor 
and  evangelistic  opportunity.  Keep 
commitments  coming   regularly 

5.  The    pastor    may    enlist    a   class    in 


church  membership,  out  of  his  con- 
tacts in  community  calling,  giving 
them  twelve  or  more  weeks  of  in- 
struction. Allow  the  privilege  of 
individual  decision  for  Christ 
6.  By  all  means  plan  that  every  con- 
vert during  the  year  may  have 
twelve  or  more  weeks  of  instruction. 
The  new  manual  for  church  member- 
ship is  being  printed  and  will  be 
available  with  pupil  helps  for  such 
study 

B.  Biblical  references:  Matt.  10:  5-8;  28:  18- 
20;  Luke  9:  1-6;  10:  1-2;  John  1:  35-42, 
42-46;  4:  35;  14:  12-15;  Acts  1:  8;  4:  10, 
29-31;    8:4,  5,  26-40 

C.  Books   and  pamphlets 

*New  Testament  Evangelism,  Archibald. 

1946.    $2.00 
A      Workable     Plan     of     Evangelism, 

Bryan.     1945.    $1.50 
*A  Handbook  of  Evangelism  for  Laymen, 

Bryan.    1948.    Paper  cover.    50c 
How   to   Increase    Church    Membership 

and   Attendance,   Weldon   Crossland, 

1949.    $1.75 
The  Place  of  Evangelism  in  the  Sunday 

School,   J.   M.   Barnette,    1945.    75c 
*  Evangelism     in     Christian     Education, 

Richard     L.     Ombey.      1941.      Paper 

cover   60c 
Primer    of    Evangelism,    Charles    Selec- 

man.    1946.    Paper  cover  15c 
Every    Teacher    an    Evangelist.     Paper 

cover   10c 
Fellowship  Evangelism,  Harry  C.  Mun- 

ro.     ICRE.     1947.     Paper    cover    50c 
Fellowship  Cultivation,  Harry  C.  Mun- 

ro.    ICRE.    Paper  cover  25c 
Your    Evangelistic   Potential,    Harry   C. 

Munro.    ICRE.    Paper  cover  35c 
Visitation   Evangelism   leaflets — four  in 

a   set   at    10c  per   set — prepared   es- 
pecially    for     workers     to     use     in 

visitation 
Evangelize,  Why?    Jones.    1946.    Paper 

cover  10c 

D.  Audio-visual   materials 

1.  **  Bringing  Christ  to  the  Home,  sound 

film  strip,  20  minutes.   Rental  $2.50 

2.  "They    Went    Forth    Two    by    Two, 

turnover  charts  on  the  how  of 
personal  evangelism,  enough  for 
four  evening  sessions.    Rental  $1.00 

3.  **Like   a  Mighty  Army,   sound  film, 

45    minutes.     Rental    $12.00 
Recognizing  the  vast  possibilities  j 
for  spiritual  growth  inherent  in  the 
above  areas  of  advance,  we,  there- 
fore,    urge    the    church   to    a   more 
persistent  and  consecrated  effort  ini 
the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  | 
of  individual  members  in  the  spirit- 
ual undergirding  of  our  family  life,  j 
and   in  sharing  the   Christian  faith 
with  others  until  the  leaven  of  the 
gospel  shall  pervade  the  life  of  every 
home  within  our  range  of  responsi-; 
bility  and  opportunity. 


•Available     from     the     Brethren     Loa 
Library. 
"Order  from  Department  of  Visual  Edu- 
cation, General  Brotherhood  Board. 
Books  and  leaflets  available  from  Breth- 
ren Publishing  House. 


A    WIDER    MINISTRY    OF    THE     LOCAL    CHURCH 

BROTHERHOOD     FUND,    $1,000,000    for   Fiscal    Year    Oct.    1.    1950    to    Sept.    30.    1951 

THOROUGH  PLANNING,  in  an  atmosphere  of  prayer,  was  done  at  Grand  Rapids  last  June;  life  was  offered; 
a  Brotherhood  Fund  asking  of  one  million  dollars  was  approved.  Beginning  Oct.  1,  every  member  has  opportunity 
to  do  something  significant  about  world  concerns  that  are  represented  in  the  budget.  Won't  you  support  the  church 
with  your  prayers  and  your  giving? 


PROGRAM 

Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary 


Brethren  Service 


ALLOTMENT     %  OF  TOTAL 

$  55.000  5.5 


250.000  25.0 


Christian  Education 


84,000  8.4 


Finance  Commission  19.000  1.9 


Foreign  Missions 


275.000  27.5 


General  Departments  110.000  11.0 


Ministry  &  Home 
Missions 


165.000 


16.5 


Ministerial  &  Missionary      30,000  3.0 

Fund 


National  Council  of 
Churches 


Reserve  Fund 


2,000 


.2 


10.000  1.0 


WHAT  IT   WILL  DO 

A  YOUNG  MAN  entering  ministerial  or  missionary  work  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  today  needs  thorough  preparation  in  the  Bible, 
Brethren  history  and  doctrine,  Christian  education  principles  and 
methods,  church  administration,  and  pastoral  procedures.  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  provides  this  preparation  for  ministers,  missionaries 
and  other  church  workers. 

NEARLY  TWO  THIRDS  of  this  will  be  used  to  carry  on  our  relief 
and  rehabilitation  work  in  Europe  and  Puerto  Rico,  to  process  and 
ship  material  aid  from  our  New  Windsor  and  Nappanee  centers  and 
through  Church  World  Service,  and  to  provide  for  the  resettlement 
of  DP's  and  our  foreign  student  projects. 

The  rest  covers  such  items  as  teaching  for  peace  and  brotherhood, 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service,  summer  work  camps,  community  service 
and  mental  hospital  projects,  and  administration  costs. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  undergirds  the  total  program  of  the  church. 
It  ministers  to  every  age  group  all  the  way  from  the  nursery  to  the 
home  for  the  aged.  It  offers  guidance  to  the  Sunday  school,  CBYF, 
camp  and  intermediate  club.  It  provides  the  materials  in  such  special 
fields  as  leadership  training,  music  and  worship,  temperance,  and  homo 
and  family  life.  It  represents  our  colleges  and  provides  a  token 
financial  support  to  each  of  them. 

THE  FINANCE  COMMISSION  is  charged  with  the  treasury  function 
in  the  broad  sense,  including  budget  building,  receiving  and  disbursing 
contributions,  the  investment  of  endowment  and  annuity  funds,  and 
giving  guidance  that  our  stewardship  will  be  in  the  closest  harmony 
with  the  purposes  of  the  givers  of  money  for  our  Brotherhood  program. 

OUR  FOREIGN  MISSION  program  as  such  started  in  1894,  when 
three  people  were  sent  to  India.  Now  130  missionaries  are  witnessing 
for  Christ  in  India,  China,  Africa  and  Ecuador.  These  men  and  women, 
together  with  the  national  Christians,  give  spiritual  solidarity  to 
Christian  fellowship.  Such  witnessing  reveals  Christianity  as  real  and 
dynamic.    The  church  grows  slowly  but  steadily. 

To  give  financial  aid  to  these  young  growing  churches,  to  send 
out  our  missionaries,  and  to  supply  moderate  living  allowances  for 
them  uses  this   money  for   the  Lord  fruitfully. 

THIS  AMOUNT  provides  funds  for  the  operation  of  departments  which 
serve  the  total  church  program.  These  include  production,  selection 
and  distribution  of  visual  aids  and  guidance  in  their  use,  promotion 
for  Brotherhood  funds,  guidance  in  stewardship  education,  appropria- 
tions to  each  of  the  five  regions  toward  the  operation  of  the  regional 
program,  support  of  our  European  representative  and  administrative 
co-ordination  of  the  total  program  through  the  General  Secretary's  office, 
a»d  payment  of  Gospel  Messenger  editorial  costs. 

THESE  FUNDS  are  needed  to  spearhead  an  aggressive  program  of 
evangelism;  to  aid  student  ministers  in  their  training;  to  provide  summer 
pastoral  service;  to  supplement  salaries  of  ministers  in  churches  unable 
to  carry  the  total  salary;  to  furnish  counsel  and  plans  for  churches  in 
building  or  remodeling  programs;  to  furnish  capital  gift  grants  to  new 
and  growing  churches  to  assist  in  adequate  housing;  to  provide  a 
ministry  to  nonresident  Brethren  people;  and  to  undergird  and  encourage 
the  Christian  witness  of  our  rural  churches. 

FROM  THIS  FUND  seventy-nine  aging  missionaries,  ministers  and 
widows  receive  grants  that  enable  them  to  meet  some  of  their  most 
pressing  needs.  In  the  face  of  rising  costs  this  budget  figure  is  inade- 
quate, but  these  faithful  servants  of  the  cross  are  grateful  that  the 
church   is   not   forgetting  them. 

THIS  CONTINUES  support — from  funds  so  designated — of  interchurch 
work  through  the  new  agency  to  be  constituted  in  November  by 
twenty-six  Protestant  communions  and  the  merging  of  eight  interde- 
nominational organizations. 

THE  RESERVE  FUND  is  for  emergency  purposes,  as,  for  example, 
urgent  relief  expenditures  which  could  not  be  planned  for  and  budgeted. 
The  fund  is  nonlapsing  and  as  it  grows  will  help  greatly  in  meeting 
important  Brotherhood  needs  which  could  not  be  anticipated  when  the 
budget  was  presented  to  the  Annual  Conference. 


4    Our  Miss/on  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anelia  C.  Mow 


The  Yins- 


Chinese  Brethren 


Martha  Parker 

Hollansburg,   Ohio 


Reunion   in  West  China 


H.  C.  Yin,  engaged  as  a  language 
teacher  for  the  early  missionaries  in 
China,  became  interested  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  church  and  has 
since  spent  his  life  in  service  to  the 
church  as  teacher,  minister  and  eld- 
er. His  son,  Peter,  after  a  period  in 
which  he  joined  the  revolutionists, 
found  God  again  and  changed  the  di- 
rection of  his  life.  He  gave  himself 
to  making  Christ  known  to  his 
people. 

WAR  brought  sorrow  and  sepa- 
ration to  the  Yin  family  as  it 
did  to  many  other  families 
around  the  world.  As  the  Japanese 
neared  Pingting  the  two  sons  of 
Elder  H.  C.  Yin  still  at  home,  John 
and  Paul,  began  their  trek  west  with 
other  young  people. 

Paul,  a  brilliant  young  leader,  had 
been  forced  to  forego  college  because 
of  tuberculosis.  John,  after  finishing 
high  school,  entered  the  nurses' 
training  school,  as  a  prelude  to  the 
study  of  medicine.  Both  were  in- 
terested in  the  church  and  active  in 
Sunday  school,  choir  and  youth 
work. 

The  parents  of  these  two  boys 
heard  at  long  intervals  from  them 
in  the  years  that  followed.  They 
learned  that  Paul  was  working  for 
the  government  and  that  John  was 
serving  as  a  "doctor"  in  the  army, 
trekking  through  cold  with  frozen 
ears    and    feet,    working    over    the 


wounded  with  insufficient  supplies. 
It  was  not  until  the  war  was  over 
that  Elder  Yin  and  his  wife  learned 
of  Paul's  death  and  of  John's  en- 
tering medical  school  at  Sian,  the 
capital  city  of  the  province  just 
west  of  Shansi. 

Though  the  transference  of  mis- 
sion work  from  Shansi  to  West 
China  brought  sadness  to  Elder  Yin, 
it  brought  great  happiness  to  the 
Yin  family,  for  Peter  Yin  was 
called  to  help  establish  the  church 
in  the  new  field  in  West  China.  With 
Pastor  Yin  and  his  family  went  his 
father  and  mother,  his  sister  and 
her  husband  and  child.  They  left 
Peiping  by  plane  on  Dec.  16,  1948, 
just  a  short  time  before  the  Com- 
munists took  over  the  city. 

Waiting  for  them  in  Tzechung, 
Szechwan,  was  John,  now  a  full- 
fledged  doctor  working  in  the  hos- 
pital run  co-operatively  by  the 
Brethren  and  the  Methodists.    Once 


Top:    Elder  H.  C. 

Yin,  his  wife  and 

grandchildren 


again  the  family  was  together,  the 
first  time  since  the  fall  of  1937.  Only 
the  absence  of  Paul  cast  a  shadow 
over  their  rejoicing. 

The  Yins  had  all  come  to  help 
in  the  work  in  West  China — in  the 
church,  in  the  school,  in  the  hospitals 
and  in  the  homes.  Elder  Yin  was 
elected  elder  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Tzechung  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Yin  are  helping  to  build  up  the 
church  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  from  the  Methodist  mission. 

Pao  Chan,  the  daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Liu,  is  a  graduate  midwife. 
She  is  in  charge  of  the  obstetrical 
clinic  across  the  river.  The  care 
of  new  mothers  and  babies  is  one 
of  the  big  needs  of  China.  She  goes 
out  into  the  homes  to  care  for  normal 
deliveries.  Where  special  medical 
care  is  needed,  she  sends  the  pa- 
tient into  the  hospital  early  enough 
to  avoid  trouble.  Her  husband  is 
business  manager  for  the  Tzechung 
hospital. 

Continued  on  page  24 


Right:      The     Yin 
family     after     re- 
union     in      West 
China 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  Church  at  Home 


Ediled  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


Paul  Minnich  Robinson 

Pastor,  Hagerstown  Church,  Maryland 


■0  **8«- 


I  CANNOT  remember  the  time 
when  I  did  not  want  to  be  a  min- 
ister. Nor  can  I  remember  a  time 
when  my  parents  needed  to  suggest 
that  I  make  the  Christian  ministry 
my  lifework.  Growing  up  in  a  pas- 
tor's home,  I  was  given  the  peculiar 
advantage,  shared  only  by  other 
ministers'  children,  of  seeing  the 
church  from  the  door  of  the  parson- 
age. I  knew  what  terrific  demands 
were  made  upon  the  minister  and 
his  family,  and  the  inevitable  sac- 
rifices which  such  a  career  meant, 
especially  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Yet,  like  my  father  and 
my  grandfather,  I  chose  to  devote 
my  life  to  the  Christian  ministry,  be- 
cause I  knew  I  could  never  be  really 
contented  doing  anything  else. 

The  "call"  of  the  Lord  comes  to 
us  in  many  ways.  Sometime  it  may 
find  us  in  the  midst  of  some  signif- 
icant emotional  experience,  or  it 
may  be  discerned  in  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience.  It  may  be  felt 
in  the  circumstances  of  our  lives 
which  seem  to  push  us  onward  to  a 
destiny  that  is  not  entirely  of  our 
own  choosing.  But  I  am  convinced, 
also,  that  men  are  called  into  his 
service  through  the  godly  influence 
of  parents,  whose  own  lives  of  devo- 
tion, without  a  word,  are  encourage- 
ment enough  for  their  children  to 
follow  in  their  train. 

So  the  decision  to  enter  the  minis- 
try was  not  a  difficult  one  for  me. 
And,  after  fourteen  years  in  the  pas- 
torate, I  have  never  once  regretted 
that  choice.  Were  I  a  youth  with  my 
whole  life  before  me  and  with  the 
full  knowledge  of  the  heartaches  and 


joys,  the  frustrations  and  successes 
of  parish  work  which  the  years  of 
experience  have  revealed,  without 
any  hesitation,  I  would  choose  the 
pastoral  ministry  again. 

Every  kind  of  Christian  work 
brings  some  peculiar  rewards,  and 
every  type  of  service  has  something 
to  commend  it.  But  I  have  found  the 
pastoral  ministry  particularly  re- 
warding because  of  the  great  variety 
of  activities  which  present  them- 
selves to  the  minister  of  a  local  con- 
gregation. He  must  be  a  person 
skilled  in  many  arts.  He  is  a  preach- 
er who  is  charged  with  the  solemn 
responsibility  of  interpreting  to  hun- 
gering souls  the  eternal  truth  of  God. 
To  be  an  effective  and  stimulating 
preacher,  he  must  also  be  a  scholar, 
spending  hours  of  time  in  the  study 
not  only  of  the  Word  of  God,  but  of 
the  thinking  of  great  Christian  lead- 
ers of  the  past  and  present.  The  pas- 
tor is  also  a  teacher.  Opportunities 
for  Christian  education  present 
themselves  constantly  in  parish  life 
and  the  minister  must  equip  himself 
to  match  the  qualities  of  the  finest 
teachers  of  the  secular  world. 

Along  with  these  responsibilities, 
the  minister  must  be  a  pastor  to  his 
people.  They  look  to  him  as  the 
shepherd  of  the  flock.  Other  profes- 
sional people,  such  as  the  physician 
and  lawyer,  have  an  interest  in  cer- 
tain aspects  of  their  lives,  but  it  is 
the  minister  who  is  concerned  with 
their  total  welfare.  He  is  more  than 
a  professional  counselor  to  the  fam- 
ilies of  his  parish;  he  is  a  beloved 
and  trusted  friend.  Often  he  is  re- 
garded  as   another  member   of  the 


family  circle  and  as  such  shares  their 
secrets  and  their  concerns.  It  is  his 
privilege  to  share  also  the  most  inti- 
mate experiences  of  their  lives,  to 
rejoice  with  them  in  the  thrill  of  a 
marriage  ceremony  or  to  feel  the 
tender  warmth  of  parental  love  in 
the  dedication  of  a  baby  or  to  weep 
with  them  when  death  takes  a  loved 
one  away.  More  and  more,  when 
difficult  problems  of  any  sort  con- 
front a  family,  they  turn  to  their 
minister  for  comfort  and  advice. 
Certainly  no  profession  anywhere 
offers  a  greater  opportunity  to  help 
people  than  does  the  parish  ministry. 

The  pastor  must  be  an  administra- 
tor, too.  This  is  increasingly  true  as 
our  churches  develop  active,  week- 
around  programs  and  more  adequate 
church  plants.  In  addition  to  the  du- 
ties in  his  own  parish,  he  is  discov- 
ering ever-widening  areas  of  service 
in  the  community  of  which  he  is  a 
part.  In  this  community,  he  has  a 
unique  place  of  respect  and  regard 
and  an  opportunity  with  wise  lead- 
ership to  change  the  pattern  of  so- 
ciety for  the  better. 

It  is  this  variety  of  activities  that 
makes  the  parish  ministry  so  inter- 
esting and  appealing  and  at  the  same 
time  so  very  difficult.  In  our  own 
church  we  have  a  standing  joke  that 
we  are  a  real  estate  office,  an  em- 
ployment bureau,  a  bureau  of  infor- 
mation and  a  community  clearing 
house.  Truly,  there  is  never  a  dull 
moment.  The  responsibilities  of  a 
parish  minister  are  tremendous. 

But  the  rewards  are  great  too — not 
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in  monetary  returns  of  course.  While 
the  minister  and  his  family  rarely  go 
hungry,  no  pastor  ever  expects  to 
get  rich  in  his  parish.  The  greatest 
rewards  of  the  pastor  are  in  the  re- 
alization that  people's  lives  are  being 
helped  and  changed  by  his  ministry. 
It  is  possible  for  every  pastor  to  look 
out  over  his  congregation  and  re- 
member certain  ties  that  bind  him 
emotionally  with  almost  every  fam- 
ily of  his  parish,  ties  which  are  un- 
known to  other  people.  To  see  a 
wandering  child  restored  to  the  Fa- 
ther's house  or  to  see  a  husband  and 
wife  reunited  in  love,  and  to  know 
that  God  had  used  your  concern  and 
influence  to  bring  it  all  about  are 
compensation  enough  for  the  long 
hours,  the  spent  energy  and  meager 
salary. 

There  was  a  time  when  capable 
young  men  in  our  church  were  in- 
clined to  use  the  pastorate  as  a  step- 
pingstone  to  what  they  believed  to 
be  a  more  significant  kind  of  min- 
istry. I  am  glad  that  today  many  of 
our  finest  young  ministers  have  de- 
liberately chosen  the  pastorate  for 
their  lifework.  They  would  have 
made  eminently  successful  teachers 
or  administrators,  but  they  choose  to 
work  in  a  local  church  because  they 
know  that  here  in  each  congregation 
is  the  real  crisis  of  Christianity.  It  is 
here  that  the  basic  work  of  the  king- 
dom must  be  done  and  it  is  the  local 
pastor  who  must  do  it.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  local  pastor  has  too  long 
been  the  "forgotten  man"  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Now,  the 
parish  ministry  is  being  more  and 
more  regarded  with  the  dignity 
which  it  rightfully  should  own,  and 
young  men  may  enter  pastoral  serv- 
ice with  the  conviction  that  here,  in- 
deed, is  the  heart  of  the  work  of  the 
church.  I  know  of  no  area  of  Chris- 
tian service  more  challenging  or 
more  rewarding.  Could  I  choose 
again,  I  would  still  be  a  parish 
preacher. 

The  Yins 

Continued  from  page  22 

A  while  after  their  arrival  in 
Tzechung,  Peter  and  John  with  their 
families  moved  to  the  near-by  city 
of  Neichang.  Dr.  John  helped  in 
the  establishment  of  a  clinic  at 
Neichang,  a  large  growing  industrial 
city,  which  is  half  way  between  the 
larger  cities  of  Chungking  and 
Chengtu.  It  is  a  general  clinic  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  laboratory 
and  X-ray  work,  in  both  of  which 
John  has  had  special  training.    He 


The  group  from 

Shansi  in  West 

China 


is    superintendent    of    the    hospital 
being  developed  there. 

Pastor  Peter  leads  in  the  starting 
of  the  new  Church  of  the  Brethren 
there.  He  wants  to  train  the  people 
to  look  upon  the  church  as  their 
church  and  thus  to  build  a  self-sup- 
porting church.  He  hopes  he  may  be 
able  to  develop  along  with  his  church 
work  a  small  plot  of  ground  or  a 
small  business  by  which  he  could, 
if  necessary,   make   a   living   while 


he  continues  his  work  as  a  minister 
of  the  gospel. 

Yes,  the  history  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  China  has  been 
tied  up  with  the  family  of  Elder  Yin 
from  the  first.  Now  his  stalwart  sons 
and  his  daughter  are  helping  in  the 
beginning  of  the  work  in  West  China, 
where  they  sometimes  feel  homesick 
and  strange.  We  feel  that  the  Yin 
family  still  will  have  a  great  part  in 
building  the  church  in  China. 


Order  Your  Missionary  Programs 
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Four  missionary  programs  and 
two  short  plays  are  now  available 
to  missionary  groups.  Women's  mis- 
sionary groups,  especially,  will  want 
to  secure  them. 

Daughters   as    Cornerstones.    15c. 

Vahali-bai,  the  wife  of  Premchand 
G.  Bhagat,  who  is  now  visiting  in 
America,  and  Clara  Li  K'an,  who 
has  been  among  our  churches  in  the 
past  year,  are  two  of  the  daughters 
introduced  in  this  program.  Both 
are  direct  fruits  of  the  work  of  the 
church  in  India  and  China. 

Fatima's  Challenge.  15c. 

Because  Islam  (Mohammedanism) 
is  one  of  the  great  challenges  to  the 
Christian  church  and  because  this  is 
the  theme  which  is  being  studied  in 
mission  classes,  this  program  was 
prepared  to  show  how  our  own 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  confronted 
with  the  problem.  Every  church 
should  use  this  information  along 
with  the  study  book  on  Islam. 

Christian  Communities  Around  the 
World.   15c. 

Along  with  the  home  mission 
study  concerning  the  work  of  the 
church  in  the  community,  this  pro- 
gram should  be  used  to  lift  up  the 
various  ways  in  which  our  own 
church  touches  the  communities  in 
which  it  is  located. 


Christmas  in  Our  Hearts.   15c. 

This  program  is  in  the  form  of 
a  play.  The  same  good  tidings 
heralded  by  the  angels  are  shown 
as  being  proclaimed  by  the  mission- 
aries in  lands  where  our  mission 
work  is  carried  on. 

Begum,  the  Moslem  Wife.    10c. 

A  short  playlet  revealing  the  hun- 
ger of  a  Moslem  woman's  heart.  Two 
women  characters. 

Fatima's  Pilgrimage.   5c. 

Short  play  on  Mohammedanism. 
A  dialog  takes  place  between  two 
Moslem  women. 

Order  from  Missionary  Education, 
General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S. 
State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


NEXT  WEEK 

Shall   We   Use  Total  Abstinence) 
Pledges?  by  James  Renz. 

Christian  Education  in  the  Nation-* 
al  Council  of  Churches,  by  Jesse 
H.  Ziegler. 

Cleopas  Met  Jesus  (third  in  series] 
These  Met  Jesus),  by  E.  R. 
Fisher. 

Mental  Hospital  Service  Is  Wor 
While  —  on     Brethren     Service 
pages 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Beer  for  Korea 

TWO  Milwaukee  breweries  have  offered  1,200,000  free  cans  of  beer  to 
the  armed  services.  Their  proposals  were  made  in  telegrams  to  Army 
Secretary  Pace  following  announcement  that  taxpayers  had  protested 
against  lax  funds  being  spent  for  free  beer  rations  to  troops  in  Korea. 

A  Michigan  congressman,  claiming  to  be  concerned  for  the  health 
of  our  forces,  introduced  a  bill  in  Congress  which  would  require  the  army 
to  provide  a  daily  ration  of  beer  to  troops  fighting  in  areas  "where  pure 
water  is  unavailable."  Actually  such  special  legislation  is  not  needed  be- 
cause at  present  individual  army  commanders  have  authority  to  introduce 
alcoholic  beverages  into  G.I.  rations. 

Only  public  disapproval — and  that  includes  the  concerted  action  of 
Christian  temperance  groups — can  check  a  drive  by  liquor  interests  to 
use  the  war  situation  as  an  opportunity  to  get  more  young  people  into  the 
habit  of  drinking  beer. 

The  concerned  parents  and  Christian  leaders,  who  protest  against  "free 
beer  for  the  boys  in  Korea"  are  likely  to  be  ridiculed  by  some  "patriots" 
who  seemingly  do  not  realize  that  soft  drinks  and  healthful  fruit  juices  can 
be  made  available  in  G.I.  rations  just  as  easily  as  beer. 

But  church  people  and  parents  may  have  to  remind  such  "patriots" 
that  during  World  War  II  there  were  several  occasions  when  wounded 
soldiers  had  to  watch  supply  boats  unload  cases  of  beer  instead  of  the 
medical  supplies  they  needed.    , 

War  does  many  things  to  warp  the  consciences  of  intelligent  people. 
Not  the  least  of  its  dangers  is  the  opportunity  it  presents  to  those  who  would 
parade  their  selfish  interests  under  the  banner  of  patriotism. 

Brethren  can  be  counted  on  to  send  relief  supplies  to  the  hungry  and 
to  offer  help  and  hospitality  to  the  homeless.    But  not  beer  for  Korea! 


Around  the  World 

Bishop  Defends  Minister's  Right  to 
Preach  Pacifism 

A  minister's  right  to  preach  that 
war  is  unchristian  was  defended  by 
Bishop  Edwin  A.  Penick  of  the 
Episcopal  diocese  of  North  Carolina. 
He  acted  in  reply  to  several  com- 
plaints about  the  sermons  of  the 
Rev.  David  W.  Yates,  rector  of  the 
Chapel  of  the  Cross  at  Chapel  Hill, 
N.  C. 

"We  believe  in  freedom  of  speech," 
Bishop  Penick  said.  He  added  that 
Rev.  Yates  was  a  "man  of  conviction 
and  intelligence  who  has  the  courage 
of  his  conviction.  He  is  entitled  to 
speak  the  truth  as  he  sees  it." 

Some  members  had  protested  two 
sermons  by  Rev.  Yates  on  Why  a 
Christian  Cannot  Go  to  War,  in 
which  he  stated  that  it  was  wrong 
for  a  Christian  to  fight. 

German  Youth   Oppose  Rearma- 
ment 

Youth  of  western  Germany  are 
"not  interested"  in  seeing  their 
country  rearmed,  Dr.  Manfred  Muel- 
ler, president  of  the  Council  of 
Protestant  Youth  of  Germany,  told 
ielegates  to  the  national  Luther 
League  Federation  of  the  Lutheran 
JVee  Church. 


"Young  Germans  say,  'We  don't 
want  to  fight  any  more;  we  have  had 
enough,' "  Dr.  Mueller  reported. 
"  'We  want  peace  and  work  and  an 
opportunity    to    put    our    talents    to 


Report  High  Consumption  of  Liq- 
uor in  Washington 

Consumption  of  liquor  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  is  the  highest  in 
the  nation,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Temper- 
ance. Total  consumption  of  whisky 
and  other  distilled  spirits  in  the 
district  totaled  4.44  gallons  per 
capita  in  1949,  based  on  the  popula- 
tion 15  years  of  age  or  over.  This 
is  nearly  eighteen  quarts  of  whisky 
or  other  liquor  per  person. 

Figures  on  the  1949  consumption 
of  wine  and  beer  are  not  yet  avail- 
able, but  in  1948  per  capita  consump- 
tion of  wine  was  2.25  gallons  and  of 
beer  27.16  gallons,  or  more  than 
200  pints  of  beer  per  person  per  year. 

Archeologists     Uncover     Biblical 
Site  Near  Jerusalem 

A  French  archeological  expedition 
working  at  Abu  Ghosh,  Israel,  has 
unearthed  what  is  believed  to  be 
the  site  of  Kirjath-jearim,  mentioned 


in  1  Sam.  7.  Kirjath-jearim,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bible  story,  was  the  place 
where  the  ark  of  God  was  kept  for 
twenty  years  after  it  had  been  re- 
turned by  the  Philistines.  Abu 
Ghosh  is  on  the  highway  between 
Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv. 

Among  the  discoveries  made  by 
the  expedition  were  finely  polished 
flints,  stone  vases  and  clay  animal 
figurines.  The  findings  are  related 
to  civilization's  oldest  archeological 
layer  in  Jericho.  They  are  said  to 
make  a  significant  contribution  to 
what  is  known  as  the  transition 
period  between  prehistoric  and  his- 
toric times. 

Second  Lutheran  Body  Affiliates 
With  the  National  Council  of 
Churches 

The  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  voted  to  accept  membership 
in  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 
when  it  is  formally  constituted  at 
a  three-day  convention,  beginning 
Nov.  28,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The 
Danish  Church  becomes  the  twenty- 
seventh  communion  to  join  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches,  which 
will  be  formed  through  the  merging 
of  eight  major  interdenominational 
service  agencies. 

The  Danish  Church,  under  the 
presidency  of  Rev.  Alfred  Jensen 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  becomes  the 
second  Lutheran  body  to  affiliate 
with  the  new  Protestant  council. 
The  Augustana  Lutheran  Church,  in 
a  precedent-shattering  move  at  its 
annual  convention  last  June,  was 
the  first  Lutheran  church  to  join 
the  National  Council,  and  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  is  ex- 
pected to  take  similar  action  at  its 
biennial  convention  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  in  October. 

Co-operatives  in  Spain 

In  the  province  of  Catalonia, 
Spain,  181  co-operatives  were  going 
well  before  1936,  the  year  the  civil 
war  in  that  country  started.  Now 
there  are  only  ninety-one;  ninety 
have  disappeared  in  less  than  thir- 
teen years. 

Father  Ricart  Torrens,  a  priest 
much  interested  in  social  problems, 
says  that  this  decline  is  owing  to 
"the  restraints  due  to  certain  local 
authorities,  the  influence  of  certain 
conspicuous  personalities  and  the 
egotism  of  various  merchants."  All 
these  elements  are  opposed  to  co- 
operatives because  their  progress 
limits,  according  to  them,  the  devel- 
opment of  their  own  businesses. 
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No  one  publicly  attacks  co-opera- 
tives in  Spain;  they  are  still  legally 
recognized  societies.  But  co-opera- 
tives are  at  a  low  ebb,  for  they 
cannot  resist  the  attack  of  combined 
private  interests  when  these  are  not 
controlled  by  the  authorities  and 
when  the  atmosphere  is  hardly  one 
in  which  democratic  undertakings 
are  given  the  support  to  which  they 
are,  on  paper,  entitled.  (WP) 

Church  Council  Fights  Legalized 
Gambling 

The  Connecticut  Council  of 
Churches  has  rallied  its  forces  again 
to  oppose  the  legalizing  of  games  of 
chance  as  a  fund-raising  means  for 
veterans,  religious  and  civic  groups. 

At  a  legislative  hearing  the  Rev. 
Wallace  T.  Viets  of  West  Hartford, 
council  representative,  declared  that 
"gambling  is  morally  wrong  and  the 
fact  that  it  is  done  for  religious 
purposes  doesn't  make  any  differ- 
ence. Any  worth-while  group 
should  be  able  to  exist  without 
getting  money  through  gambling. 
This  idea  that  it  is  the  only  way 
to  raise  money  is  just  not  true." 

Mr.  Viets'  opinion  was  supported 
by  Nathan  Hillman,  prosecuting  at- 
torney for  the  city  of  Hartford,  who 
in  a  letter  to  the  state  legislative 
council  declared  that  "causes  not 
sufficiently  worth-while  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  public  voluntarily 
without  gambling  should  abandon 
their  functions." 

"The  passage  of  the  proposed 
gambling  law,"  he  added,  "would 
open  the  door  wide  for  tin-horn 
gamblers  and  racketeers  who  would 
organize  so-called  fraternal,  charita- 
ble and  like  organizations  as  a  front 
for  their  nefarious  activities.  It 
would  become  almost  impossible  for 
local  police  to  enforce  effectively 
the  laws  against  gambling." 

Rebuilding  Greek  Churches 

Greek  Christians  have  suffered  tre- 
mendous physical  and  spiritual 
losses  during  nearly  a  decade  of 
war.  More  than  1,500  church  build- 
ings of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church 
were  either  completely  demolished 
or  badly  damaged.  Buildings  still 
standing  are  often  empty  shells, 
unfit  for  spiritual  worship  purposes. 
In  addition,  acute  shortages  of  litur- 
gical books,  clerical  vestments  and 
other  worship  accessories  exist. 

In  many  churches  in  rural  Greece, 
the  holy  gospel  must  now  be  read 
or  sung  from  tattered,  coverless  vol- 
umes, often  with  patched  pages  held 
together  with  bits  of  string  and  glue. 
Worshipers    must    often   rely    upon 


their  memories  to  fill  in  missing 
sections.  Many  Orthodox  priests  are 
conducting  wedding,  funeral  and 
other  special  services  from  memory. 

Most  needed  for  the  work  of  the 
church  in  the  villages  are  centers 
for  young  people,  with  halls  in 
which  to  hold  lectures  and  Bible 
study  classes,  together  with  smaller 
rooms  for  libraries,  reading  and 
study.  Small  chapels  need  to  be 
built  to  serve  as  worship  centers 
until  Greek  churches  can  be  rebuilt. 
Also  needed  are  New  Testaments  in 
Greek  and  religious  and  devotional 
literature,  plus  such  administrative 
supplies  as  duplicating  machines, 
typewriters,  ink,  paper,  pens  and 
pencils. 

A  serious  lack  of  communication 
facilities  hampers  reconstruction 
efforts.  Railroads,  highways  and 
other  transportation  means  are  still 
quite  primitive  in  rural  mountain 
areas.  Vitally  needed  materials  can 
not  be  transported  easily  to  rebuild 
shattered  Greek  communities. 


Brotherhood  News 

Eastern    Pennsylvania    Young 
Adult  Camp 

The  young  adults  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  Pennsylvania  met  for  a 
week  end  at  Camp  Swatara  on  Sept. 
9  and  10.  Leaders  for  the  camp 
were  Mary  and  Clarence  Bowman 
from  the  Roxbury  church,  Johns- 
town, Pa.  The  theme  for  the  camp 
was  Contact  With  God,  which  we 
discussed  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  Bowman.  Mary  Bowman  led 
the  music  and  singing,  which  proved 


to  be  very  inspirational.  A  vesper 
service  was  conducted  by  the  East 
Fairview  young  adults.  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Fellenbaum,  campfire  speaker,  spoke 
on  Three  Perplexing  Problems, 
namely,  Why  Am  I  Here?  Why 
Suffering?  and  How  Can  I  Be  More 
Happy?  The  group  has  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  the  support  of 
Missionary  Ernest  M.  Shull. 

The  new  district  officers  are  Enos 
Heisey  of  Sheridan,  Pa.,  president; 
Mrs.  Robert  Turner  of  Manheim,  Pa., 
secretary- treasurer;  Lester  Greiner, 
tithing;  and  James  Eshleman,  proj- 
ects.— Paul  Dohner,  Akron,  Pa. 

Women's  Work  Meeting  of  Mid- 
dle and  Western  Pennsylvania 

The  women's  work  of  the  Middle 
and  Western  districts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania held  a  two-day  camp  at  Camp 
Harmony,  during  the  last  part  of 
July.  Approximately  250  women  at- 
tended the  camp  during  the  day  and 
eighty-five  stayed  over  night. 

Each  phase  of  women's  work  was 
stressed.  Mrs.  George  Detweiler  of 
Waynesboro  led  in  the  Bible  hour 
each  day,  using  2  Timothy  as  a  basis 
for  the  study.  A  prayer  vigil  for 
peace  was  held  each  afternoon  and 
each  day  the  entire  camp  was  in 
prayer  and  silence  for  fifteen  min- 
utes. Mrs.  Charles  Weaver,  region- 
al director  of  children's  work,  spoke 
on  home  and  family.  Clara  Harper, 
missionary  to  Africa,  was  with  us 
both  days  and  inspired  us  with 
challenging  messages. 

The  aid  society  work  was  given 
much  attention.  Several  women 
from  each  district  told  of  special 
projects  that  were  being  carried  out 
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The  fifth  general  session  of  the 
United  Nations  Educational,  Scien- 
tific and  Cultural  Organization 
adopted  a  statement  of  the  basic 
objectives  of  the  organization  in 
order  to  bring  into  better  focus  the 
multitude  of  projects  that  have  been 
decided  upon.  These  were  the  ob- 
jectives decided  upon: 

1.  To  eliminate  illiteracy  and  en- 
courage fundamental  education. 

2.  To  obtain  for  each  person  an 
education  conforming  to  his  apti- 
tudes and  to  the  needs  of  society, 
including  technological  training  and 
higher  education. 

3.  To  advance  human  rights 
throughout  all  nations. 

4.  To  remove  the  obstacles  to  the 
free  flow  of  persons,  ideas  and 
knowledge  among  the  countries  of 
the  world. 


5.  To  promote  the  progress  and 
applications  of  science  for  all  man- 
kind. 

6.  To  remove  the  causes  of  ten 
sions  that  may  lead  to  wars. 

7.  To  demonstrate  world  cultural 
interdependence. 

8.  To  advance  through  the  press, 
radio  and  motion  pictures  the  cause 
of  truth,  freedom  and  peace. 

9.  To  bring  about  better  under- 
standing among  the  peoples  of  the 
world  and  to  convince  them  of  the 
necessity  of  co-operating  loyally 
with  one  another  in  the  framework 
of  the  United  Nations. 

10.  To  render  clearing  house  anc 
exchange  services,  in  all  its  fields  oil 
action,  together  with  services  ii 
reconstruction  and  relief  assistance 
— United  Nations  Bulletin. 
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in  the  local  churches.  As  a  special 
project  local  groups  were  asked  to 
bring  articles  which  they  had  made. 
These  were  sold  and  the  money 
which  amounted  to  over  $221  was 
given  to  Brethren  Service.  Also  525 
pairs  of  used  eye  glasses  were  con- 
tributed to  Brethren  Service  to  be 
sent  to  Austria. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Frances  of  the 
Friends  Society  gave  an  address  on 
peace.  The  young  adults  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  held  a  diamond  medal 
temperance  speech  contest,  in  which 
five  young  people  participated. 

This  was  the  first  time  these  two 
districts  had  sponsored  this  type  of 
camp,  and  it  was  deemed  successful 
by  those  attending  as  well  as  by 
the  camp  management.  Offerings 
amounting  to  more  than  $200  were 
given  for  the  work  of  Camp  Har- 
mony.— Mrs.  C.  L.  Cox,  secretary- 
treasurer,  Middle  Pennsylvania. 


Anniversaries 


and  Weddings 

Celebrate  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Shirk  of  Chickasha, 
Okla.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  an- 
niversary in  the  home  of  their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Walter  Young  of  Tulsa,  Okla. 

All  seven  of  their  children  and  their 
families  were  present  for  the  anniversary 
dinner. 

A  program  of  music  was  presented  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shirk  told  of  their  courtship 
fifty  years  ago,  when  he  was  a  telegrapher 
and  she  was  a  missionary  in  India. — Bertha 
Ryan  Shirk,  Chickasha,  Okla. 

Barnhari-Morris. — James  A.  Barnhart 
and  Eleanor  L.  Morris,  both  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  June  21,  1950,  in  the  First  church, 
Baltimore,  by  the  undersigned.^Tacob  F. 
Replogle,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Bateson-Harman. — William  C.  Bateson  of 
Yeadon,  Pa.,  and  Frances  E.  Harman  of 
Owings  Mill,  Md.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the 
First  church,  Baltimore,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Jacob  F.  Replogle,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Bechlold- Young.— Robert  K.  Bechtold  of 
Laurel,  Md.,  and  Ruby  A.  Young  of  West- 
minster, Md.,  Sept.  9,  1950,  in  the  Pipe 
Creek  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Sam- 
uel A.  Harley,  Linwood,  Md. 

Besecker-Crawford. — Gene  Besecker  and 
Helen  Crawford,  both  of  Arcanum,  Ohio, 
in  the  Greenville  church,  Ohio,  Sept.  2, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Glen  A.  Moyer, 
Sreenville,  Ohio. 

Brandt-Keller. — James  Brandt  of  Leba- 
non, Pa.,  and  Margaret  R.  Keller  of  Cle- 
»na,  Pa.,  Sept.  17,  1950,  in  the  Lebanon 
:hurch,  by  the  undersigned. — Carl  W.  Zeig- 
ler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Brubaker-Manning. — Lewis  M.  Brubaker 
md  Betty  M.  Manning,  both  of  Roanoke, 
ITa.,  Aug.  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
lis  home.— Oscar  R.  Fike,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Caion-Kerlin. — Robert  Caton  and  Marie 
Kerlin,  both  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  in  the 
Nokesville  church,  Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the 
indersigned.  —  Dewey  D.  Fleishman, 
Nokesville,  Va. 

Chick-Perroz.— Michael  J.  Chick  of 
3rackenridge,  Pa.,  and  Betty  Perroz  of 
Natrona  Heights,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the 
>ride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. —  Ar- 
hur  L.  Rummel,  Natrona  Heights,  Pa. 

Driver-Roberts.— Emmett  W.  Driver  of 
Jma,  Ohio,  and  Jennie  Roberts  of  Lafay- 
ette, Ohio,  Sept.  15,  1950,  at  the  Pleasant 
'iew  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned.— Ed- 
:ar  G.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 


Eslep-Cline. — Garlin  Estep  and  Margie 
Cline,  in  the  Fairview  church,  Timberville, 
Va.,  Sept.  9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Jesse  Robertson,  Broadway,   Va. 

Fetters-Gross. — Lee  Fetters  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  and  Ruth  E.  Gross  of  North  Webster, 
Ind.,  Aug.  6,  1950,  in  the  North  Webster 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Otto  Laur- 
sen,  North  Webster,  Ind. 

Furry-Bridges. — William  Furry  and  La- 
Donna  Bridges  of  Elida,  Ohio,  in  the 
Pleasant  View  church,  Aug.  5,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Edgar  G.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 
Gerlach-Brooks. — William  Gerlach  and 
Lois  Brooks,  both  of  Fernald,  Iowa,  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Fernald, 
Sept.  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Dale 
Brown,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Herring-Johnson. — Edward  Herring  and 
Ruth  Johnson,  both  of  Manassas,  Va.,  Aug. 
23,  1950,  in  the  Nokesville  church  parson- 
age, by  the  undersigned.— Dewey  D.  Fleish- 
man, Nokesville,  Va. 

Hill-Emswiler.— Emmet  Hill  and  Kath- 
leen Emswiler,  in  the  Fairview  church, 
Timberville,  Va.,  Sept.  10,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Jesse  Robertson,  Broadway, 
Va. 

Jenrette-Peters. — Freeman  W.  Jenrette  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Jean  Ann  Peters  of 
Boones  Mill,  Va.,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the 
Hotel  Roanoke,  by  the  undersigned. — Os- 
car R.   Fike,   Boones  Mill,   Va. 

Kinsey-Landis. — John  C.  Kinsey  of  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Virginia  C.  Landis  of  Cres- 
ton,  Ohio,  in  the  Chippewa  church,  Aug. 
26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — David  R. 
Landis,  Creston,  Ohio. 

Kuhn- Lucas. — Charles  B.  Kuhn  and  Dor- 
othy J.  Lucas,  both  of  Natrona  Heights. 
Pa.,  May  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned- 
Arthur  L.  Rummel,  Natrona  Heights,  Pa. 

Lowry-Beard.— Robert  E.  Lowry  of  Belle 
Vernon,  Pa.,  and  Elsie  M.  Beard  of  West- 
minster, Md.,  Sept.  10,  1950,  in  the  West- 
minster church,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  Westminster,  Md. 
Massey-Hancock. — Clarence  Massey,  Jr., 
and  MarceUne  Hancock,  both  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Aug.  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
at  his  home.— E.  O.  Norris,  Richmond,  Ind. 
Miller-Beech — Abie  Miller  of  Fruitdale, 
Ala.,  and  Olene  Beech  of  Chatom,  Ala., 
June  1,  1950,  in  the  Winborn  Chapel,  Leaks- 
ville,  Miss.,  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Petcher.— Mrs. 
Eubert  Carpenter,  Fruitdale,  Ala. 

Moore- Cor  rell.— Maurice  W.  Moore  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Doris  Correll  of  De- 
troit, Kansas,  in  the  Buckeye  church,  Kan- 
sas, Aug.  6,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  uncle 
of  the  bride,  assisted  by  Bro.  Robert 
Lloyd.— Harold  G.  Correll,  Aline,  Okla. 


Obituaries 


Rufus  P.  Bucher  II 

The  friends  and  the  family  of  Rufus  P. 

Bucher   II   were   shocked   and   grieved   to 

learn  that  he  had  drowned  at  Plymouth, 

Mass.,    on   July    13, 

1950. 

Rufus  and  Arlene 
Bucher  were  con- 
ducting a  children's 
camp  for  the  Hotel 
Mayflower  in  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.  While 
on  the  beach,  Ru- 
fus' attention  was 
drawn  to  a  small 
child  who  was  be- 
ing swept  seaward 
on  a  rubber  raft. 
Rufus  immediately 
began  to  swim  to- 
ward the  raft.  A 
rescue  dory  on  the 
way  out  to  the  raft 
passed  Rufus;  the  men  wanted  him  to  get 
into  the  boat.  He  refused  their  offer,  say- 
ing that  he  was  all  right  and  that  they 
should  get  the  boy.  Before  Rufus  could 
reach  the  beach  he  was  drowned. 

This  deed  was  typical  of  all  the  things 
that  Rufus  did.  He  was  ever  quiet  and 
thoughtful  with  a  real  dislike  for  publicity 
and  fanfare.  He  did  things  because  he  had 
a  genuine  concern  and  a  deep-seated  in- 


terest in  others.  He  was  a  studious  and 
an  industrious  person  who  was  faithful  to 
his  loved  ones  and  loyal  to  his  friends. 
He  was  honest  and  forthright  in  his  opin- 
ions with  a  strongly  developed  sense  of 
justice;  he  could  not  tolerate  oppression 
and  injustice  in  any  form.  His  quiet  sense 
of  humor,  the  devotion  of  his  friendship 
and  his  loyal  considerations  will  exert 
influence  in  the  lives  of  those  who  knew 
him  and  loved  him. 

Rufus,  son  of  Rufus  and  Naomi  White 
Bucher,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1924.  In  1948 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Arlene  Ket- 
tering of  Lebanon,  Pa.  Their  brief  married 
life  was  one  of  complete  devotion  and  af- 
fection. 

He  graduated  from  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege after  attending  the  local  schools  in 
Quarryville,  Pa.  He  traveled  on  a  cattle 
boat  to  Greece  immediately  following  the 
European  war.  A  year  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  was  employed  as  a  chemist  at  the 
Hershey  Chocolate  Corporation.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  completed  one 
year  of  residence  in  the  College  of  Osteo- 
pathy, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  church 
at  Mechanic  Grove,  where  his  father  is 
pastor.  His  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
church  was  marked. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  his  wife, 
and  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  Paul,  Allan, 
Wilbur,  Caleb,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Artman,  Mrs. 
Rhoda  Feeney,  Mrs.  Mary  Mull,  Mrs.  Grace 
Kreider  and  Miss  Martha  Bucher. 

A  memorial  service  was  conducted  in  his 
home  church  by  Brethren  Carl  Zeigler  of 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  Lester  Schreiber  and  Robert 
Schreiber,  associate  ministers  of  the  Me- 
chanic Grove  church. — Caleb  W.  Bucher, 
Lancaster,  Pa. 

Joseph  D.  Reish 

Joseph  Daniel,  son  of  Ella  Overlees  Reish 
Shatto  and  Joseph  Miller  Reish,  was  born 
near  Morrisonville,  111.,  on  Nov.  8,  1884,  and 
died  Aug.  5,  1950,  in 
the  home  of  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Lora 
Mainard  of  Elgin, 
111. 

When  he  was  six 
years  of  age  his 
father  died  while 
the  family  was  liv- 
ing at  Quinter, 
Kansas.  Five  years 
later  his  mother 
was  married  to  Am- 
brose Shatto,  and  in 
1902  they  moved  to 
Denbigh,  N.  Dak.. 
where  Bro.  Reish 
grew  to  manhood. 
At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  was  elected  to  the  ministry.  When 
the  family  moved  to  the  new  Brethren 
settlement,  the  Pleasant  Valley  church 
near  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Canada,  he 
assisted  in  the  building  of  the  church. 

Later  Bro.  Reish  attended  Mt.  Morris 
College,  111.  Here  he  met  Margaret  M. 
Swank,  who  became  his  wife  in  1914.  Their 
first  five  years  of  married  life  were  spent 
in  Canada,  where  their  two  oldest  sons 
were  born.  In  1919  his  family  moved  to 
Berthold,  N.  Dak.,  where  he  ministered 
until  1923  when  he  decided  to  go  to  Mc- 
pherson College,  Kansas,  to  continue  his 
education.  He  received  his  degree  from 
there  in  1926.  Later  he  served  in  the  mis- 
sion point  of  the  Sebring  church,  Fla.  This 
mission  was  organized  into  the  Sunnyland 
church,  where  Bro.  Reish  gave  fifteen 
years  in  teaching  school  and  ministering 
freely  to  the  community. 

In  1940  the  family  moved  to  Christians- 
burg,  Va.,  where  Bro.  Reish  served  as  pas- 
tor for  six  years.  He  later  accepted  the 
call  to  serve  the  Clay  County  church,  near 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  He  served  this  church 
less  than  three  years.  In  May  of  1950  he 
went  to  Elgin,  111.,  for  a  rest  and  vacation 
upon  the  advice  of  his  doctor. 

Bro.  Reish  gave  forty-seven  years  of 
his  life  to  the  ministry.  He  was  a  student 
by  nature.   He  had  a  logical  mind  and  was 
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a  good  speaker.  He  served  throughout  the 
years  on  the  district  boards  of  Florida 
and  represented  the  district  twice  on 
Standing  Committee. 

Surviving  are  his  wife;  three  sons,  J.  El- 
bert of  Elgin,  111.,  Floyd  E.  of  Cambria, 
Va.,  and  William  E.  of  Medical  College  of 
Virginia,  Richmond,  Va.;  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Arlene  Moors  of  Froid,  Mont.,  and 
Mrs.  Lois  Zachman  of  Elgin,  111.;  three 
grandchildren;  one  brother;  two  half  sis- 
ters; and  one  half  brother.  One  infant  son 
preceded  him  in  death  in  1920. 

A  short  memorial  service  was  held  in 
the  Norris  mortuary,  Elgin,  111.,  by  Bro. 
W.  Glenn  McFadden,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Charles  Zunkel.  Interment  was  in  the 
Hess  family  cemetery  near  Goshen,  Ind. — 
Elbert  Reish,  Elgin,  111. 

Sara  Ann  Shelly 

Sarah  Ann  Shelly,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Hannah  Burket  Snowberger,  was  born 
Jan.  17,  1861,  at  Everett,  Pa.  On  Feb.  19, 
1879,  she  was  mar- 
ried t  o  Daniel 
Shelly,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death 
several  years  ago. 
She  was  a  member 
of  the  Williamsburg 
church.  She  served 
as  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  for 
which  she  was  giv- 
en a  medal  by  the 
Seventh  District 
Sunday-school  asso- 
ciation; she  also 
served  with  her 
husband  in  the  of- 
fice of  deacon.  She 
is  survived  by  six  children,  nine  grand- 
children, twelve  great-grandchildren  and 
three  great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  church  by  her 
pastor,  D.  Alfred  Replogle,  H.  H.  Nye 
and  F.  J.  Byer— D.  Alfred  Replogle,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Pa. 

D.  N.  Spitler 

D.  N.  Spitler,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ellen 
Brubaker  Spitler,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1871, 
and  died  May  20,  1950. 

At  an  early  age 
he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren;  later  he 
was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  and  served 
as  elder  of  the  Mt. 
Zion  congregation 
for  thirty  -  three 
years.  He  attended 
Bridgewater  Col- 
lege and  later 
taught  school.  Al- 
though a  very  busy 
man  in  secular  ac- 
tivities, he  devoted 
a  large  portion  of 
his  life  and  time  to 
the  service  of  his 
Master.  In  the  early  part  of  his  ministry 
he  preached  in  the  free  ministry  in  school- 
houses  in  the  mountains.  His  love,  con- 
sideration and  understanding  of  people  was 
widely  known. 

For  the  past  few  years  he  had  lived  a 
quiet  life  on  his  farm  near  Luray. 

He  was  thrice  married;  his  first  wife  was 
Ida  Lionberger.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Martha  Beaver,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters  who  sur- 
vive. In  1906  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Flora  A.  Sours,  who  survives. 

The  following  children  survive  him: 
Mrs.  Amos  Cave  of  Luray,  Mrs.  Freeland 
Triffin  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Garlyn  Spit- 
ler, of  McLean,  Va.,  Glen,  Earl  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Beaver  of  Arlington,  Va.,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Cantor  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  Landon  and 
Harold,  both  of  Luray. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Luray 
church  by  Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  assisted  by  Rev.  Paul  Herrell  of  Ar- 


lington, Va.,  and  Rev.  Lewis  Bates  of  Mc- 
Lean, Va.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
cemetery. — Ruth  Painter,  Luray,  Va. 

Bobo,  Mary  Ellen,  died  Sept.  22,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Her  hus- 
band preceded  her  in  death  several  years 
ago.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  two  brothers,  one  sister  and 
seventeen  grandchildren.  She  was  a  long 
time  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Pine  ceme- 
tery.— I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

Bridge,  Laura  Culp,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Sarah  Culp,  was  born  Nov.  16, 
1866,  in  Indiana  and  died  Feb.  2,  1950.  In 
September  of  1894  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Harry  Bridge.  Brother  and  Sister 
Bridge  were  installed  as  deacons  in  1920. 
While  in  Oregon,  they  worshiped  and 
served  in  the  Albany  church. — Glenn  M. 
Harmon,  Albany,  Oregon. 

Brumbaugh,  Fietta,  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Rebecca  Gehman,  was  born  near 
Louisville,  Ohio,  July  12,  1867,  and  died 
Aug.  29,  1950.  She  was  married  to  George 
Carper  on  June  6,  1886,  and  to  this  union 
seven  children  were  born.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  on  Feb.  14,  1920.  She 
was  married  to  Eli  Brumbaugh  on  April  3, 
1927.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four 
daughters,  three  sons,  twenty-three  grand- 
children, thirty-two  great-grandchildren, 
one  great-great-grandchild,  one  sister  and 
two  stepsons.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  East 
Nimishillen  church  by  Bro.  D.  R.  McFad- 
den and  the  undersigned.  Interment  was 
in  the  East  Nimishillen  cemetery. — Glen  M. 
Baird,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Brumbaugh,  Noah  Milton,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Brumbaugh,  was  born  Feb. 
27;  1876,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Goshen, 
Ind.  He  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
New  Paris  church.  In  1902  he  was  married 
to  Lona  Replogle.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  two  daughters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  New  Paris  church  by 
Bro.  Eldon  Evans  of  New  Paris,  assisted 
by  Bro.  T.  E.  George  of  Goshen.  Burial 
was  in  the  Oakridge  cemetery  in  Goshen. — 
Eldon  Evans,  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Earhart,  Almos  S.,  son  of  Abraham  R. 
and  Annie  Shelley  Earhart,  was  born  in 
Raphos  Township,  Pa.,  Sept.  3,  1863,  and 
died  Aug.  12,  1950,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Green 
Tree  church  for  many  years,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  its  oldest  member. 
About  five  years  ago  he  went  with  a  group 
to  New  Windsor  to  work,  sorting  shoes  all 
day.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lizzie, 
three  sons,  three  daughters,  one  foster 
daughter,    twenty-two    grandchildren    and 


twenty-one  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Green  Tree 
church  by  Brethren  Howard  Bernhard  and 
Henry  Becker.  Interment  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mrs.  Ezra  E.  Hess,  Mt. 
Joy,  Pa. 

^-Hahn,  Frank,  son  of  Joseph  and  Susan 
Wenger  Hahn,  was  born  in  Madison  Town- 
ship, Ind.,  March  28,  1882,  and  died  Sept. 
3,  1950,  at  his  home  northwest  of  Waka- 
rusa,  Ind.  He  was  married  to  Laura  S. 
Birk  on  March  24,  1903.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  sons,  two  daughters,  thir- 
teen grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild, 
three  brothers  and  one  sister.  Brother  and 
Sister  Hahn  united  with  the  church  in 
1916.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Olive  Mennonite  church  by  Bro.  William 
Brubaker  of  New  Paris,  assisted  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Olive 
cemetery. — E.  G.  Carper,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Klukas,  Rebekka,  was  born  in  Bessere- 
bia,  Europe,  in  the  town  of  Kulm,  in  1858, 
and  died  Sept.  15,  1950.  She  was  married 
three  times.  She  is  survived  by  three 
daughters,  one  son  and  a  number  of 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren. 
She  is  the  grandmother  of  Lorell  Weiss  of 
the  Elgin  staff.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Chapel  of  the  Chimes  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  Riverview  Ab- 
bey.—David  L.  Holl,  Portland,   Oregon. 

Ramey,  Worley,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Ramey,  was  born  in  Hillston,  Va.,  Aug.  19, 
1900,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1950.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Four  Mile, 
Ind.,  in  May  1917.  He  was  married  to  Lela 
Petry  on  Sept.  12,  1917,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  daughters.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  one  sister  and  six  brothers. — 
E.  O.  Norris,  Richmond,-  Ind. 

Shank,  Mary  Luetta,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ulrich,  was  born  Sept, 
4,  1875,  near  Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  died 
Sept.  10,  1950,  at  Fresno,  Calif.  She  gave 
her  life  to  the  Lord  on  May  20,  1889.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  1897  at  Versailles,  Mo.  On  Oct.  3,  1894, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  N. 
Shank  at  Lawrence,  Kansas.  To  this  union 
were  born  eight  children.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  five  sons,  two  daughters, 
one  brother,  seventeen  grandchildren  and 
nine  great-grandchildren. — Vernon  Miller, 
Fresno,  Calif. 

Shisler,  William,  son  of  Elder  James  and 
Sarah  Ann  Shisler,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  Pa.,  Oct.  26,  1879,  and  died 
June  3,  1950,  at  Temple  University  hospital 
in  Philadelphia.  In  1903  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Flora  Keyser,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  thirty-three  years  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  five  brothers  and  three  sisters 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Indian  Creek 
church  at  Vernfield,  Pa.,  where  funeral'  ) 
services  were  held  by  Elder  A.  A.  Pricej 
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assisted  by  Brethren  Elmer  and  Joseph 
Moyer.  Interment  was  in  the  Sumney- 
town  cemetery. — J.  Wilford  Price,  Vern- 
Beld.  Pa. 

Simmons,  John  A.,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Rosa  Annie  Simmons,  was  born  near  Osce- 
ola, Mo.,  Nov.  14,  1887,  and  died  in  Clinton, 
Mo.,  Sept.  1,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  daughters,  five  sisters  and  four 
brothers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren. — Ella  Stong,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Tagve,  Wava,  daughter  of  Leota  and 
Nate  Fidler,  was  born  at  Tipp  City,  Ohio, 
Dec.  24,  1888,  and  died  July  20,  1950.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Fred  Tagve  in 
1907  at  Cambridge  City,  Ind.,  and  to  this 
union  was  born  one  son.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  eleven  years  ago. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  May  1947. — E.  O.  Norris,  Richmond, 
Ind. 

Whitmore,  Minor  C,  son  of  Levi  and 
Lydia  Eckard  Whitmore,  was  born  near 
Long  Glade,  Va.,  Nov.  25,  1879,  and  died 
at  his  home,  Aug.  3,  1950.  On  Dec.  20,  1908, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ella  F.  Moy- 
ers.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sisters 
and  one  brother.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  Church  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  Salem  Luther- 
an church  by  Bro.  M.  J.  Craun  of  Singers 
Glen,  assisted  by  Rev.  P.  J.  Bame  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Burial  was  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  of  the  Salem  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ella 
F.  Whitmore,  Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 

Yeager,  David  E.,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Yeager,  was  born  July  7,  1871,  in  St.  Thom- 
as, Pa.,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1949.  He  was 
married  to  Daisy  Martin  on  Oct.  4,  1900. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  forty-seven  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  three  grandchildren  and  four  broth- 
ers. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Leamon  funeral  chapel  by  Bro.  J.  E.  Smelt- 
zer,  pastor  of  the  Lena  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  Lena  cemetery. — Clara  Sand- 
rock,  Lena,  111. 


Zern,  Bertha  J.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Levi  Basehore,  was  born  April  10, 
1879,  at  Middletown,  Pa.,  and  died  July  13, 
1950,  at  her  home  in  Palmyra,  Pa.  She  was 
married  to  Harvey  Zern.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  one  son,  two  daughters, 
eleven  grandchildren  and  nine  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
by  Frank  S.  Carper  and  the  undersigned  in 
the  Spring  Creek  church  in  Hershey,  Pa. 
Interment  was  in  the  Hanoverdale  ceme- 
tery.—J.  Herbert  Miller,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Ziegler,  Israel  R.,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Oct.  18.  1881.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age 
and  had  been  an  active  member  all  his 
life.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jessie 
Ziegler,  two  sons,  four  daughters,  four 
brothers  and  one  stepsister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  I.O.O.F.  cemetery  at 
Underwood,  Wash. — David  L.  Holl,  Port- 
land, Oregon. 


Church  News 


California 

Covina. — Since  the  last  of  May  we  have 
been  without  a  pastor.  Recent  pulpit 
guests  for  the  morning  services  have  been 
Brethren  A.  O.  Brubaker,  Edward  Frantz, 
Jack  Melhorn  and  Harold  Fasnacht  of  La 
Verne,  Mrs.  Leland  Brubaker  of  Elgin,  111., 
and  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise.  The  young  peo- 
ple have  been  having  their  evening  serv- 
ice most  of  the  time  during  the  summer 
and  the  aid  women  have  been  meeting 
regularly.  Several  juniors  and  young  peo- 
ple attended  Camp  La  Verne.  Our  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  are  Mrs.  Harriet 
Butterbaugh,  Mrs.  Dove  Knox  and  Mrs. 
Ida  Fesler.  Our  ministerial  committee  has 
worked  diligently  trying  to  find  a  pastor 
and  at  a  recent  council  meeting  a  call  was 


You  are  hearing  much  about  communism! 

But  do  you  really  understand  it?    Once  more  we  call 
attention  to  a  very  helpful  little  book  on  this  subject 

Christianity  and 
Communism 

by  John  Bennett 

— A  very  carefully,  simply  stated  study  of  these  two  philoso- 
phies and  ways  of  life,  now  coming  into  still  sharper  focus 
as  opponents 

— A  serious  attempt  to  understand  what  communism  really 
is  and  what  the  Christian's  attitude  toward  it  should  be 

— A  clear  statement  of  how  communism,  springing  from  a 
Christian  base,  has  been  deflected  into  a  denial  of  its  own 
origin 

— If  you  want  to  understand  this  major  world  problem  you 
can  do  no  better  than  to  read  this  authentic  and  understand- 
able book 

The  price  is  only  $1.50 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 


CAP  GOODS 

We  furnish  Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets, 
Tarlatans,  Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty  years. 
Samples   free. 

R.   E.    Arnold,    Elgin,    Illinois 


given  to  Bro.  G.  O.  Stutsman.  He  accepted 
for  a  year  as  he  had  retired  and  moved  to 
La  Verne.  He  preached  his  first  sermon 
on  Sept.  10.  In  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  a  reception  was  held  in  the  social  hall 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Stutsman. — Mrs. 
Tempie  Funk,  Covina,  Calif. 

Glendora. — During  the  past  year  905 
pounds  of  clothing,  168  pairs  of  shoes,  130 
pounds  of  soap,  9  bath  towel  kits  and  6 
boxes  valued  at  $32.64  were  given  to  re- 
lief. A  Softball  team,  with  Walter  Knopf 
as  manager,  played  every  Thursday  eve- 
ning during  the  summer.  New  art  windows 
were  put  in  the  sanctuary.  Sunday-school 
officers  for  the  new  year  were  elected  in 
council  recently.  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  during  the  three  Sundays 
our  pastor  was  away  on  vacation.  On  the 
morning  of  Aug.  6  Mrs.  George  Ford  gave 
the  Conference  report.  The  district  mission 
offering  on  Aug.  20  amounted  to  $202.91. 
Church  officers  were  elected  in  council  on 
Sept.  13.  Sept.  24  is  promotion  Sunday. 
Newly  elected  Sunday-school  and  church 
officers  will  be  consecrated  during  the 
morning  service  then/ — Mary  Ford,  San 
Dimas,  Calif. 

Illinois 

Allison  Prairie. — Our  church  met  in  regu- 
lar quarterly  council  on  Sept.  19  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Ausby  Swinger,  presiding.  We 
elected  our  officers  for  the  new  Sunday- 
school  year,  beginning  Oct.  1.  We  are 
happy  to  have  Bro.  Elmer  Johnson,  his 
wife  and  his  granddaughter  with  us.  Bro. 
Johnson  took  over  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  on  Sept.  1.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  17. — Mrs.  Ruby  Fisher,  Flat 
Rock,  111. 

Elgin. — Brother  and  Sister  W.  Glenn  Mc- 
Fadden  took  up  the  pastorate  of  the  Elgin 
church  the  first  of  July.  A  reception  and 
surprise  shower  was  held  for  them  as  a 
part  of  our  regular  Wednesday  evening 
good  cheer  club  picnics.  At  our  quarterly 
council  in  July  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  was 
elected  elder  and  Revie  Slaubaugh  as  as- 
sistant elder.  On  Aug.  6  Albert  Huston  and 
Wayne  Zunkel  were  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry, with  their  fathers  taking  part  in  the 
ordination  service.  That  evening  the  young 
people  presented  the  play,  In  Our  Own 
Strength,  which  was  written  and  directed 
by  Vernard  Eller.  An  all-church  retreat 
was  held  at  the  Vette  estate  nar  Bartlett 
on  Aug.  13.  Phi  Silvius  and  Carrie  Hoff- 
man served  as  our  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  Lanark  Sept. 
2-4.  On  Sept.  6  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India 
showed  pictures  and  gave  a  lecture  on  the 
mission  work  there.  A  church  cabinet  re- 
treat was  held  at  Camp  Big  Timber  on 
Sept.  16.  On  Sept.  17  Bro.  Arthur  Teeter 
and  Sister  Bonnie  Hamilton  were  installed 
into  the  office  of  deacon  by  Bro.  C.  E. 
Davis.  Also  on  Sept.  17  two  persons  were 
received  into  the  church  by  letter.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  1. — Kay 
Dilling.  Elgin,  111. 

Lena. — David  E.  Yeager,  one  of  our  older 
members,  passed  away  recently.  We  have 
a  DP  family  of  three  in  our  community 
and  they  attend  our  church.  A  Sunday 
evening  offering  was  given  to  a  family  who 
had  a  fire  in  their  home.  A  candlelight 
service  by  the  young  people  and  a  film  en- 
titled He  Went  Straight  Home  were  fea- 
tures of  an  evening  service.  The  Walt 
Goodie  family,  colored  artists,  presented 
a  musical  program  in  our  church  one  eve- 
ning. Ten  persons  were  received  into  our 
church  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter.  Two 
of  our  juniors  attended  camp  at  Camp 
Emmaus  and  brought  back  good  reports. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  the 
church  picnic  at  Camp  Emmaus  on  July 
16.    A  sound  film,  Beyond   Our   Own,   was 
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shown  at  our  church  on  the  evening  of 
Aug.  20.  Our  regular  council  meeting  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  28  with  Bro. 
Smeltzer.  associate  elder,  presiding.  Bro. 
William  E.  Thompson  of  Dixon  was 
elected  elder  for  the  coming  year.  We 
also  elected  Sunday-school  and  church  of- 
ficers. Our  ladies'  aid  is  still  quilting  and 
making  comforters,  baby  quilts  and  doing 
other  sewing  for  relief.  Mrs.  Meda  Bay- 
singer,  one  of  our  older  ladies,  who  cannot 
get  to  aid,  does  a  remarkable  piece  of  work 
for  relief.  So  far  this  year  she  has  pieced 
ten  quilt  tops  and  twenty-one  baby  quilt 
tops.  Our  missionary  society  has  finished 
their  study  book,  Japan  Begins  Again.  We 
are  also  rolling  bandages  for  the  leper 
colony  in  West  Africa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam A.  Eisenhower  were  our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  at  Lanark.— Clara 
Sandrock,  Lena,  111. 

Indiana 

Bethany. — Our  church  met  in  regular 
council  on  Sept.  6  and  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe  was 
re-elected  elder  and  Sister  Mertie  Eison- 
hour  was  elected  Messenger  agent.  Bro. 
F.  P.  Litton  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  will  be 
with  us  in  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  16-29. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  4.  The 
men's  work  has  a  field  of  popcorn.  The 
women's  work  has  been  active  in  the  aid. 
Three  of  our  young  people,  Joan  Wey- 
bright,  Dick  Swihart  and  Arthur  Gall, 
have  entered  volunteer  service  for  one 
year.  Our  young  people  have  been  pre- 
senting programs  and  held  a  junk  drive. 
Bro.  Galen  Bowman,  our  pastor,  has  been 
helping  with  all  of  the  church  activities. 
The  men  are  planning  to  do  some  remod- 
eling this  winter. — Mrs.  Bertha  B.  Wey- 
bright,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Bethel.  Center. — We  held  our  regular 
quarterly  council  meeting  on  Sept.  10  with 
Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  in  charge.  At  this 
meeting  we  elected  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be 
held  the  first  Sunday  in  October.  Our 
evangelistic  service  will  begin  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  6  and  will  continue  for  two 
weeks.  Bro.  David  Ockerman  of  North 
Manchester  will  be  the  evangelist.  Bro. 
Wilmer  Lehman  began  his  services  as  joint 
pastor  of  this  church  and  the  Hickory 
Grove  church  in  September.  The  under- 
signed was  re-elected  Messenger  agent. — 
Mrs.  Homer  V.  Huffman,  Hartford  City, 
Ind. 

Blissville. — Our  church  work  has  been 
moving  steadily  forward.  Our  women's 
work  is  planning  for  an  auction  sale  some- 
time in  October.  Our  men's  work  is  plan- 
ning to  help  also.  On  Sept.  10  we  held  our 
harvest  meeting.  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker 
delivered  two  sermons,  one  in  the  forenoon 
and  one  in  the  afternoon.  We  expect  to 
hold  our  revival  meetings  the  last  week 
in  October  and  the  first  week  in  Novem- 
ber with  Sister  Goldie  Killion  as  the  evan- 
gelist. On  the  evening  of  Sept.  17  Bro. 
Homer  Burke  and  his  wife  showed  some 
pictures  of  Puerto  Rico  and  told  us  about 
their  work  there.— Mrs.  Sam  Yazel,  Ply- 
mouth, Ind. 

Burnellsville, — Our  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  on  Sept.  7  and  elected  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers.  We  are  hav- 
ing a  week's  evangelistic  meeting  the  last 
week  in  October  with  Bro.  Walter  Stine- 
baugh  as  the  evangelist.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  at  the  close  of  that  meeting.  In 
a  called  council  meeting  the  church  voted 
almost  unanimously  to  retain  Bro.  R.  H. 
Sebert  as  our  pastor  for  another  year.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  quilting  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer  did  some  can- 
ning for  the  old  folks'  home  at  Mexico. 
On  of  our  older  brothers  very  generously 
paid  for  the  new  roof  on  the  church  as  a 
memorial  to  his  father  and  mother.  We 
observed  family  night  on  Sept.  15.  Our 
young  married  people's  class  put  on  a 
short  play,  The  Universal  Heckler. — Lena 
Shull,  Burnettsville,  Ind. 

Goshen  City. — Our  church  work  has  been 
moving  forward  steadily.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  been  quilting,  sewing  carpet  rags  for 
rugs  and  doing  relief  sewing.    Three  com- 


forters were  given  to  families  whose  homes 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  Four  large  com- 
forters were  given  to  the  Mexico  Welfare 
Home.  The  CBYF  is  giving  $200  to  Youth 
Serves.  They  presented  a  devotional  play 
at  the  District  of  Northern  Indiana  CBYF 
conference  at  Nappanee  on  Sept.  24.  Since 
Jan.  1  we  have  baptized  eight,  received  six 
by  letter  and  granted  five  letters.  We  have 
lost  seven  members  by  death.  Bro.  Robert 
Tully,  who  grew  up  in  our  community  and 
who  was  elected  to  the  ministry  here, 
preached  for  us  on  July  2.  Bro.  William  I. 
Gorden,  young  people's  district  president, 
spoke  on  July  16  and  Army  Chaplain  Hu- 
bert Hahn,  who  was  born  in  Goshen,  spoke 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Bro.  A.  L. 
Dixon,  a  local  minister,  preaches  occasion- 
ally. Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe  of  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  preached  one  of  his  lay  sermons 
on  Aug.  13.  Several  of  our  members  as- 
sisted in  teaching  at  the  vacation  Bible 
school  at  the  West  Goshen  church.  We 
were  represented  at  the  district  confer- 
ence at  Camp  Mack  by  Mrs.  Myron  Kenne- 
dy, Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Hess  and  Mrs.  Ora 
R.  Bigler.  Bro.  T.  E.  George  is  our  elder 
for  the  coming  year.  Sister  Clara  Harper, 
Africa  missionary,  will  be  with  us  on  Sept. 
24  for  the  day  to  help  us  with  the  Achieve- 
ment Offering. — Mrs.  Mary  Burger,  Go- 
shen, Ind. 

Muncie. — At  our  yearly  council  on  Sept. 
12  we  elected  our  elder.  Bro.  Lloyd  Hu- 
bert presided.  On  Aug.  25  we  held  our 
home-coming.  Mrs.  Uva  Ritchie  and  Mrs. 
Martha  Dowling  were  our  delegates  to  the 
district  conference.  Our  aid  society  met  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Floyd  Bowman  on  Sept. 


13.  On  Nov.  6  Bro.  Elden  M.  Petry  will 
begin  our  revival.— Mrs.  Pearl  Starner, 
Muncie,  Ind. 

Nappanee. — Our  attendance  and  interest 
are  growing.  The  church  co-operated  with 
other  churches  in  Sunday  evening  services 
during  the  summer  at  the  community  park 
pavilion.  We  also  participated  in  the  com- 
munity revival  meetings.  On  pulpit  ex- 
change Sunday  Bro.  G.  W.  Phillips 
preached  here  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  W. 
Longenecker,  preached  at  Plymouth.  Oth- 
er visiting  speakers  were  John  Frederick, 
Charles  Stouder,  William  Brubaker,  Ray 
Zook  and  Bill  Gorden,  president  of  the 
district  young  people's  cabinet.  Our  young 
people  entertained  the  Section  3  young 
people  at  a  campfire  meeting  one  evening 
at  the  John  Metzler  home.  Our  church 
also  entertained  the  Northern  Indiana 
young  people's  rally  on  Sept.  23  and  24. 
Since  our  last  report,  three  deacons  were 
elected,  two  letters  were  granted,  five  were 
received  and  three  persons  were  baptized. 
One  of  our  oldest  deacons,  Bro.  John  Gey- 
er,  passed  away.  Two  weddings  have  been 
held  in  the  church.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  the  various  camps.  The  pri- 
mary department  recently  gave  forty 
dollars  to  the  heifer  project  and  ten  dollars 
to  our  June  Wolf  fund.  The  intermediate 
and  junior  boys  gave  twenty-two  dollars 
to  the  heifer  fund  and  two  adult  classes 
gave  thirty-five  dollars.  The  fund  has 
now  reached  over  $186.  Our  recent  Broth- 
erhood offering  was  $194.90.  On  Oct.  1 
the  newly  elected  officers  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  school  will  be  installed.  In 
the  afternoon  Bro.  Herbert  Fisher,  pastor 
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now  lone  is  it  until  CUiistmasl 

#  This  is  not  an  uncommon  question  in  many  homes,  es- 
pecially if  there  are  children  in  the  homes.  And  it  is  easily 
answered  for  those  who  have  given  it  little  thought — it  is 
not  very  long! 

#  To  acquaint  you  with  some  of  the  Christmas  merchandise 
available  at  your  publishing  house,  next  week's  issue  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger  will  have  eight  catalog-type  pages, 
and  each  issue  in  November  will  carry  three  pages  of 
gift  suggestions. 

#  We  suggest  that  you  save  these  pages  from  week  to 
week,  thus  providing  yourselves  with  a  partial  listing  of 
the  Christmas  merchandise  that  we  can  offer  you. 

#  Of  course  these  twenty  special  pages  cannot  show  you 
all  that  you  can  buy  advantageously  at  the  publishing  house. 
A  more  nearly  complete  listing  will  be  found  in  our  current 
catalog,  Number  49,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent  on  request. 

#  Having  learned  from  experience  that  we  can  render  you 
the  best  service  if  you  order  several  weeks  before  Christ- 
mas, we  urge  you  to  place  orders  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

#  And  don't  forget  that  your  patronage  will  benefit  not 
only  you,  but  will  strengthen  your  church-owned  publishing 
house,  enabling  it  to  offer  to  you  and  the  church  still  greater 
service. 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


of  the  Union  Center  church,  will  deliver 
the  harvest  meeting  sermon.  Our  first 
family  night  of  the  season  was  held  on 
Sept.  17  in  the  form  of  a  welcome  for  Ma- 
tilda Greshel,  our  German  exchange  stu- 
dent, who  lives  with  the  Walter  Miller 
family.  The  speaker  at  the  meeting  was 
Mrs.  Helena  Kruger.  Several  of  our  wom- 
en attended  the  Northern  Indiana  women's 
camp  at  Camp  Mack,  where  Mrs.  Kruger 
also  talked.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on   Oct.    19.— Hazel   Grasz,   Nappanee,   Ind. 

Iowa 

Libertyville.— During  the  month  of  July 
we  held  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
for  two  weeks  with  an  enrollment  of 
eighty  and  an  average  attendance  of  sixty- 
four.  The  township  Sunday-school  con- 
vention was  held  at  our  church  in  July. 
We  enjoyed  having  Bro.  Virgil  C.  Finnell 
with  us  in  August  and  he  gave  us  a  chal- 
lenging temperance  sermon.  Brother  and 
Sister  Ellis  T.  Angle  handed  in  their  resig- 
nation. In  a  special  called  council  the 
church  called  Bro.  Harley  Yates  to  the 
work  here.  He  began  his  ministry  on 
Sept.  1.  The  aid  has  been  busy  redecorat- 
ing the  parsonage.  A  two  weeks'  revival 
will  begin  here  on  Oct.  1,  with  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Murray  of  Kansas  as  the  evangelist. 
Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  Fri- 
day following  the  meetings.  Our  attend- 
ance has  been  good  this  summer. — A.  Jane 
Carr,  Libertyville,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Belleville.— We  met  Sept.  2  in  our  regu- 
lar business  meeting  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
W.  W.  McDaneld,  in  charge.  Bro.  W.  W. 
Gish  was  elected  elder  for  the  coming  year. 
We  also  elected  our  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers.  Our  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict conference  are  Brethren  C.  N.  Van 
Dkye  and  W.  W.  Gish.  Since  our  last  re- 
port, we  have  received  four  members  by 
letter.  The  report  of  the  ministerial  com- 
mittee was  that  we  continue  our  church 
program  as  we  have  had  it  the  past  year 
with  Bro.  W.  W.  Gish  and  Bro.  C.  N. 
Van  Dyke  in  charge.  Our  birthday  and 
harvest  meeting  will  be  held  Sept.  17.  The 
church  trustees  purchased  a  power  mower 
for  the  care  of  the  cemetery  and  church 
lawns.  Our  communion  services  will  be 
held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  22.— Mrs.  Pearl 
M.  Kuhn,  Belleville,  Kansas. 

Conway  Springs.— The  film,  The  Life  of 
Jesus  Christ,  was  shown  at  our  union 
service  one  Sunday  evening.  Bro.  James 
Small  was  our  guest  speaker  one  Sunday 
morning.  Because  of  Mrs.  Hodgden's 
health,  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ralph  Hodgden, 
resigned.  Bro.  D.  H.  Heckman  of  Udall 
has  been  preaching  for  us  and  he  and 
his  family  will  move   into   our   city   soon. 


Union  Bible  school  was  held  before  har- 
vest. Roy  Frantz  and  Mervin  Funk  will 
be  our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at 
Wichita  in  October.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
been  quilting.  We  held  our  business  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  5  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Harvey 
Hostetler  of  Wichita,  presiding.  Sunday- 
school  and  church  officers  were  elected 
for  another  year.  Bro.  Hostetler  was  re- 
elected elder. — Amos  O.  Brubaker,  Con- 
way Springs,  Kansas. 

Lone  Star. — Early  in  the  summer  a  suc- 
cessful Bible  school  was  held  at  our  church 
in  co-operation  with  the  Washington  Creek 
church.  It  closed  with  a  program  and  ex- 
hibit of  the  children's  work.  The  various 
age  groups  attended  their  camps  which 
were  held  consecutively  during  the  sum- 
mer at  Mt.  Hermon,  a  camp  site  owned 
by  this  district.  The  DP  family,  who  came 
to  us  last  fall,  has  become  a  regular  part 
of  our  community.  Reports  of  our  regu- 
lar fall  council  meeting  showed  that  the 
work  of  the  church  has  been  progressing. 
Bro.  Henry  Stover  was  re-elected  elder. 
Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Brammell  was  retained  as 
our  pastor.  Our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing are  Sister  Dorothy  Fishburn  and  Sister 
Calvin  Flory—  Bertha  Ulrich,  Lone  Star, 
Kansas. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  World  Communion  Sunday.  Three 
young  people  were  baptized  recently.  At 
our  fall  council  we  chose  Bro.  Floyd  Crist 
as  our  elder  for  the  coming  year.  We  plan 
to  have  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  hold  a  week's 
meeting  this  fall.  We  voted  to  invite  the 
district  conference  to  our  church  for  the 
next  fall  meeting.  Bro.  Edward  Murray 
of  Friend  delivered  the  message  on  the 
morning  of  Aug.  27.  We  held  our  Sunday- 
school  picnic  that  same  evening.  The 
young  people  had  charge  of  a  vesper 
service  with  Bro.  Murray  again  speaking 
to  us.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
are  Betty  Rogers  and  Dale  Wertenberger. 
Our  attendance  has  remained  good 
throughout  the  summer  months. — Mrs. 
Cleta  Wertenberger,  Noreatur,  Kansas. 

Morrill. — Since  our  last  report,  our  wom- 
en's group  made  eleven  large  and  five 
small  comforters,  and  packed  many  pounds 
of  clothing  to  send.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Frieson  were  installed  into  the  office  of 
deacon  by  Bro.  Stover  and  our  pastor.  We 
joined  with  two  other  churches  of  the 
town  in  a  vacation  Bible  school.  The 
children  presented  a  program  at  the  close. 
Several  of  our  young  people  attended 
camp  at  Mt.  Hermon.  On  Aug.  20  our  pas- 
tor and  his  family  held  open  house.  Our 
church  program  has  been  moving  steadily 
forward.  The  first  week  in  September 
our  pastor  held  a  meeting  in  the  South 
English  church,  Iowa,  and  during  his  ab- 
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sence  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Bro.  Allie 
Sawyer,  Mrs.  Mow  of  Bethany  Seminary 
and  Dr.  Lowe,  who  spent  twenty  years  as 
a  medical  missionary  in  Korea.  A  re- 
cording of  Conference  music  and  M.  R. 
Zigler's  address  were  also  presented.  Our 
delegates  to  district  conference  were  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Baldwin  and  Mrs.  Mary  Poister.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  meetings, 
which  will  begin  Oct.  3,  with  Bro.  Lon 
Karns  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  as  the  evangelist. — 
Mrs.  Mary  Poister,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Mont  Ida. — John  Ditmars,  a  student  min- 
ister from  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  in 
Chicago,  and  his  family  served  as  our 
summer  pastors.  A  food  shower  and  bas- 
ket supper  were  held  at  the  church  to 
welcome  the  Ditmars  to  our  community 
and  colored  slides  of  Japan  were  shown 
by  a  neighbor  who  spent  several  years 
in  Japan.  A  joint  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  with  Mrs.  Ditmars  direct- 
ing. At  the  close  an  evening  program  was 
presented  with  an  exhibit  of  the  hand- 
work. Mary  Loshbaugh  entertained  the 
school  with  colored  slides  of  her  experi- 
ences while  teaching  in  the  grade  schools 
in  Puerto  Rico  and  Alaska.    She  also  at- 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be 
assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help 
care  for  aged  man,  other  duties  about  the 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One-half 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con- 
veniences, board,  room  and  laundry  fur- 
nished. Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs. 
Emma  K.  Stryker,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

No.  472.  Wanted:  Caretaker  for  the 
First  church,  Chicago,  111.  If  interested 
write:  David  Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren. 
Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  473.  For  sale:  Two  lots,  nine-room 
house  arranged  for  two  families.  Double 
garage  with  upstairs  workshop,  chicken 
house,  garden  with  strawberries  and  rasp- 
berries. Close  to  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
school  and  two  miles  from  Manchester 
College.  Write:  Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael.  Lib- 
erty Mills,  Ind. 

No.  474.  For  rent:  Rooms  and  apart- 
ments, y2  block  from  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, one-  to  three-room  apartments  with 
housekeeping  facilities,  also  sleeping 
rooms.  We  cater  to  middle  aged  and  eld- 
erly people.  Three  blocks  from  downtown 
circle.  Write  for  reservations  at  season 
rates.  Bowers  Apartments,  314  S.  Pine  St., 
Sebring,  Fla. 

No.  475.  Wanted:  High  school  boy  to 
help  with  chores  on  farm  and  attend 
school  this  winter,  also  to  help  next  sum- 
mer on  farm,  located  near  Greenville, 
Ohio.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  476.  Wanted:  Kitchen  help  for 
Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  immediately.  Write:  Brethren  Old 
Folks'  Home,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

No.  477.  Wanted:  Mature,  single  woman 
to  keep  house  for  two.  Preparation  of 
meals  included,  no  laundry  work.  College 
community.  Salary  $80  per  month  and  liv- 
ing. Write:  President,  Shimer  College, 
Mount  Carroll,  111. 

No.  478:  Brethren  man  and  wife  want 
job  as  driver  of  car  to  Florida,  also  to 
drive  and  help  care  for  owner  while  there. 
Would  like  salary  and  expenses.  Experi- 
enced driver.  Write:  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  22  S.   State   St.,  Elgin,   111. 

No.  479.  Wanted:  Brethren  woman  to 
live  with  family  and  do  housework.  Wages. 
Three  adults  in  family  work  outside  of 
home.  Write:  Mrs.  Ruth  Cherry,  R.  5. 
Wabash,  Ind. 


OCTOBER  21.   1950 


31 


MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


council  meeting  on  Sept.  3  Bro.  Sylvan 
Stemen  was  elected  elder  for  the  year. 
Several  of  our  members  attended  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  York  in  July.  Bro.  Elrod 
of  McPherson,  Bro.  Zunkel  of  Elgin,  Bob 
Keim  and  Richard  Wareham  were  with  us. 
Our  aid  has  done  some  relief  work  during 
the  past  year.  We  have  a  small  aid  and 
many  older  ladies  who  are  not  able  to  be 
there  all  the  time.  We  have  lost  one 
faithful  aid  worker.  Sister  Stemen,  by 
death. — Emma  Wingert,  Carrington,  N. 
Dak. 

Ohio 

Bear  Creek. — On  Aug.  27  we  held  a  con- 
secration and  farewell  service  for  one  of 
our  young  people,  Don  Richards,  who  left 
Sept.  2  for  a  year  of  volunteer  service. 
We   were   sorry   to   see   Wolfgang   Hose,   a 

Name  German  student  who  has  been  in  our  fel- 
lowship the  past  year,  leave  to  return  to 

R.   D.   or  St Germany  but  we   are  happy  to  welcome 

two  German  girls  who  will  be  with  us  this 
year.  The  girls  are  staying  at  the  homes 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Hunn  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Diehl.  A  well-attended 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  at  the 
church  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August.  The  first  of  September  we  were 
happy  to  welcome  our  new  pastor,  Bro. 
George  Phillips,  and  his  family,  formerly 
of  Elkhart,  Ind.  On  Sept.  3  we  held  a  re- 
ception for  them,  at  which  time  the  chil- 
dren's department  presented  a  welcome 
program.  On  Sept.  17  an  installation  serv- 
ice was  held  for  the  new  pastor.  Our  new 
parsonage  is  started  and  we  hope  to  have 
it  completed  by  winter.  The  young  people 
of  the  church  have  spent  several  Saturdays 
during  the  past  summer  working  on  the 
church  grounds.  One  member  has  been 
taken  into  the  church  by  baptism  since 
our  last  report. — Alice  Heeter,  New  Leba- 
non-, Ohio. 
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tended  the  World  Sunday-school  Conven- 
tion in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  July  and  gave 
a  colored  slide  lecture  on  her  experiences 
while  there.  Biweekly  socials  for  the 
young  people  were  held  on  the  church 
lawn  during  the  summer  sponsored  by  the 
Ditmars.  Our  regular  pastor,  Ralph  Losh- 
baugh,  will  continue  to  sponsor  monthly 
socials  at  the  homes.  Two  of  our  young 
people  attended  the  intermediate  camp  at 
Independence  and  one  attended  the  young 
people's  camp  at  Camp  Hermon  near  Tong- 
anoxie.  Bro.  Francis  Shenefelt  of  McCune 
was  with  us  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  13  and 
gave  us  an  outline  of  the  Brotherhood  fi- 
nancial program.  A  farewell  basket  dinner 
was  held  at  the  church  for  the  Ditmars  on 
Aug.  20  before  their  return  to  Chicago  to 
continue  their  school  work.  We  are  plan- 
ning on  a  series  of  revival  meetings  to 
be  conducted  by  Bro.  Shenefelt  beginning 
Sept.  26.  A  DP  family  of  three,  formerly 
of  Latvia,  arrived  on  Aug.  30  and  are 
living  with  the  Omer  Vanscoyoc  family. 
The  mother  has  employment  as  a  nurse's 
aid  in  a  hospital  in  Ottawa  and  the  chil- 
dren will  continue  to  live  with  the  Van- 
scoyocs. — Mrs.  Omer  Vanscoyoc,  Welda, 
Kansas. 

Maryland 
Baltimore,  First. — The  work  of  our 
church  has  moved  forward  throughout  the 
summer.  Several  of  our  members  enjoyed 
hearing  Bro.  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India  speak 
at  Westminster  and  again  here  in  Balti- 
more. Our  church  united  with  three  other 
churches  in  this  neighborhood  in  the  pro- 
motion of  a  community  vacation  Bible 
school.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  over 
200.  Several  of  our  youth  attended  Camp 
Peniel  this  summer.  Recently  our  church 
established  a  school  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  with  the  education  of  young 
people  who  wish  to  enter  the  ministry  or 
prepare  for  mission  work.  The  adult  Sun- 
day-school classes,  through  the  adoption  of 
worthy  projects,  have  all  contributed  to 
the  work  of  the  church.  The  Silver  Star 
class  held  a  hobby  show,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  given  to  the  support  of  our 
missionary,  Mrs.  Benton  Rhoades  in  Ecua- 
dor. The  Golden  Star  class  purchased  a 
bulletin  board  and  appropriate  shrubbery 
for  the  church  and  has  contributed  to  the 
milk  fund  for  needy  children  at  a  local 
Helping  Up  mission.  The  men's  work  this 
summer  initiated  Brotherhood  Service,  Inc. 
They  decided  to  buy  a  run-down  house  in 
the  slum  section  of  town  and  make  of  it 
the  center  and  office  of  a  complete  and 
integrated  slum  rehabilitation  project.  This 
was  started  among  the  men  but  is  now 
open  to  all  people  who  may  be  interested 
in  helping  and  a  plan  of  membership  is 
now  in  progress.  The  mothers'  club  proj- 
ects have  been  the  building  of  a  church 


library  and  the  addition  of  new  equipment 
for  the  nursery.  Several  of  our  folks  at- 
tended the  workshops  for  women's  work 
leaders  and  children's  workers  at  Bridge- 
water  College  in  July.  The  women's  work 
of  the  church  has  reorganized  for  the  year 
and  is  beginning  a  program  of  service  with 
a  general  meeting  to  be  held  in  September. 
— Mrs.  Carlton  Allendee,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Bush  Creek. — Our  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  the  last  week  of  July  and  the 
first  week  of  August.  Helping  to  make  it  a 
success  were  several  workers  from  neigh- 
boring churches.  Two  families  in  our  con- 
gregation have  German  students  living 
with  them  for  the  period  of  one  year. 
Through  their  visit  they  will  become  ac- 
customed to  our  ideas  and  ways  of  living,' 
which  we  hope  will  eventually  lead  us  to 
a  co-operative  and  peaceful  world.  At  our 
council  meeting  the  first  of  September 
Sunday-school  and  church  officers  were 
elected.  Bro.  Berkley  Bowman  was  elected 
elder  and  Dorcus  Goode  Messenger  cor- 
respondent. Our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing are  John  Hipkins  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Burall. — Mrs.  Louise  Umberger,  Monrovia, 
Md. 

North  Dakota 
Carrington. — Since  our  last  report,  five 
persons  have  been  baptized.  Brother  and 
Sister  Loucks  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  held  a 
ten-day  meeting  for  us.  We  held  our  love 
feast  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.   At  our 


Pennsylvania 

Fairview. — Bro.  Cauffiel  was  with  us  and 
preached  several  sermons  this  year.  We 
obtained  a  75%  Messenger  club.  We  ex- 
pect Bro.  C.  H.  Gehman,  pastor  of  the 
Windber  church,  to  be  with  us  for  two 
weeks  of  evangelistic  meetings  Oct.  2-14, 
closing  with  our  love  feast.  We  elected 
new  officers  for  the  coming  year  at  our 
July  quarterly  council.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Albert  Haught,  spent  two  weeks  in  Eliza- 
bethtown  College  this  summer.  Our  young 
married  people's  class  bought  window 
shades  for  our  auditorium.  We  are  still 
planning  more  remodeling  as  finances  al- 
low. We  have  many  openings  for  Brethren 
to  make  homes  near  our  church  because  of 
estates  being  settled.  Bro.  Albert  Haught 
was  re-elected  pastor  and  elder  for  the 
coming  year. — Florence  M.  Diamond, 
Smithfield,  Pa. 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for 
November  is 

Fruits  of  Faith 

edited  by  J.  Richard  Spann 

In  what  way  and  to  what  extent  is  the  Christian  faith  changing 
our  world?  What  fruit  is  it  bearing  in  the  lives  of  individuals? 
What  is  its  effect  upon  human  relationships?  Eighteen  ministers, 
educators  and  administrators  offer  positive,  revealing  answers  to 

these  questions. 

Copies  of  Fruits  of  Faith  will  be  mailed  to 
members  of  the  Book  of  the  Month  Club  on 
November  10. 

Regular  price,  $2.50;  to  members  oi  the  Book  oi  the  Month  Club,  $1.75  plus  postage 
and  handling;  to  other  ministers  oi  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  $2.00. 
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Philip   Gendreau 


How  the 
Wind  Blows 


rHE  best  weather  vane  is  one  that  serves  two  purposes.  It  will  have  an  arrow  or 
pointer  that  moves  with  the  wind  and  shows  which  way  it  blows.  But  it  will  also 
lave  fixed  directions  which,  like  the  compass,  do  not  change  with  the  wind  or  move 
nth  the  storm. 

Our  Master  once  urged  his  followers  to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,  to  be 
»n  fhe  alert  for  storm  clouds  and  to  watch  how  the  wind  blows.  But  he  was  even 
lore  concerned  that  his  church  should  be  founded  on  "things  which  cannot  be  shaken" 
Imd  that   in   the   midst  of  turmoil   it  should   never  lose   its  sense   of  direction. 

When  the  storms  cover  our  sky  with  imminent  danger,  we  can  look  to  the 
ternal  God,  our  refuge  and  strength,  "with  whom  there  is  no  variableness,  neither 
hadow  of  turning." 
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READERS    WRITE    .    .    .  to  the  editor 

The  Gospel  Messenger  welcomes  letters  commenting  on  editorials,  articles  and  news 
Letters  should  be  brief  and  brotherly. 


Catholic  Point  of  View 

I  am  a  former  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  now  a 
Catholic.  My  father  is  still  a  mem- 
ber of  your  church  so  your  magazine 
comes  every  week.  I  read  it,  not 
to  find  things  to  criticize,  but  to 
know  the  non-Catholic  point  of 
view  on  various  questions.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  your  magazine 
shows  very  little  evidence  of  anti- 
Catholic  feeling,  although  I  have 
discovered  a  few  misinterpretations 
or  misrepresentations  of  Catholic 
teachings   and   practices. 

One  or  two  articles  I  should  like 
to  commend,  particularly  in  recent 
issues,  are  those  on  The  Case  for 
Chastity  and  another  on  silent 
prayer.  The  articles  on  Christian 
family  life  are  sound  and  much 
needed.  Greater  stress  should  be 
laid  on  family  prayer  by  all  de- 
nominations. Silent  prayer  or  medi- 
tation may  seem  to  be  something 
new  but  it  has  always  been  prac- 
ticed and  encouraged  by  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 

In  the  light  of  present  events, 
particularly  the  Korean  war,  I  must 
say  that  I  disagree  with  the  pacifist 
groups.  The  Catholic  Church  has 
been  accused  of  fostering  a  "holy 
war"  while  pacifists  have  been  la- 
beled as  "Reds."  Both  accusations 
are  wrong.  Catholics  have  been 
urged  to  pray  for  Russia's  conver- 
sion and  for  the  practice  of  greater 
penance  and  sacrifice  for  the  pre- 
vention of  a  third  world  war. 

What  puzzles  me  considerably  is 
that  pacifist  groups  entirely  miss 
the  point  —  that  the  Communist- 
trained  and  indoctrinated  mind  does 
not  understand  our  desire  for  true 
peace.  The  struggle  is  not  only  one 
between  economic  systems  but 
between  the  godless  and  the  God- 
loving.  Surely  the  stories  of 
persecution  of  both  Catholic  and 
Protestant  churches  make  this 
obvious. 

However,  should  the  Korean  issue 
develop  into  a  world  war,  how  can 
pacifist  groups  hold  that  a  country 
has  no  right  to  draft  its  manpower 
to  defend  it?  The  United  States 
has  developed  remarkably  in  ma- 
terials, standards  of  living,  etc.  Its 
citizens  have  benefited  from  these 
advancements.  In  the  case  of  de- 
fending the  rights  of  individuals  to 
possession  of  life  and  property  and 
in  defense  of  its  own  way  of  life 
this  country  has  the  right  to  defend 


itself.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  head 
of  a  family  to  defend  that  family. 
Anyone  who  refuses  to  do  so  is 
not  worthy  of  the  other  privileges 
and  benefits  of  his  citizenship. 

In  the  past  I  have  protested  and 
shall  go  on  protesting  against  the 
practice  of  Protestant  missionaries 
who  go  into  Catholic  communities 
and  attack  the  church,  its  doctrine 
and  practices,  and  then  complair 
that  the  Catholic  Church  or  the 
government  of  a  predominant^ 
Catholic  state  persecutes  them. 
Maryrose  Leckrone,  Flint,  Mich. 

Displaced  Brethren 

I  am  greatly  concerned  about  th< 
displaced  persons  who  are  member, 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  O 
what  value  are  Christian  mission 
at  home  or  abroad  or  the  manifol« 
activities  of  our  Christian  college* 
camps,  and  service  programs,  i 
many  of  our  finest,  younger  mem 
bers  grow  up,  only  to  quietly  leav 
the  fellowship? 

These  Brethren  displaced  person 
I  believe,  feel  ill-at-ease  and  du 
place  themselves  for  two  reason 
brethren.  Either  they  feel  ba 
because  they  have  been  unable  1 
live  up  to  certain  Brethren  teacl 
ings  whose  value  they  do  not  que: 
tion,  or  they  cannot,  in  goc 
conscience,  agree  with  some  Bretl 
ren  practices,  about  which  they  fe 
powerless  to  act. 

But  we  have  all  come  shor 
Surely,  that  should  be  made  ve 
clear  to  all  Brethren.  If  certaj 
members  feel  bad  because  th< 
seem  unable  to  live  up  to  Christi?! 
standards  of  conduct,  the  churl 
must  forgive  and  endeavor  to  ll 
helpful.  Who  are  we  that  we  shouj 
judge? 

Our  Christian  vision  must 
with  experience,  of  course;  theii 
fore,  Brethren  conduct  ought  alwaj 
to  allow  for  the  consideration 
new  ideas,  particularly  the  criti<| 
ones.  Life  never  stands  still.  Whi 
Brethren  become  specialists  in  c<| 
tain  fields  of  knowledge,  we  shot  J 
welcome  their  training  and  expep 
ence  and  encourage  the  expressi^ 
of  their  insights. 

In  brief,  Brethren,  our  churl 
should  always  extend  a  helpil 
hand  to  every  Brethren  whateil 
his  need;  at  the  same  time, 
should  never  ignore  the  insights j 
any  brother.  —  Wilbur  Dunt 
Washington,  D.  C. 


["he  total  abstinence  pledge  builds 
i  fellowship  that  will  assist  a  per- 
ton  to  overcome  the  use  of  alco- 
holic beverages 


James  Renz 

Temperance    Director,    Church    of   the 

Brethren 
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Shall  We  Use  Total  Abstinence  Pledges? 


T] 
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HE  General  Brotherhood 
Board  has  suggested  that 
every  local  Church  of  the 
Brethren  use  the  first  Sunday  of 
Lent,  beginning  in  1951,  as  a 
lay  of  commitment  to  total  ab- 
itinence.  A  poster  and  pledges 
ire  in  the  process  of  being  pro- 
duced to  be  used  for  this  pur- 
pose. Commitment  to  total 
ubstinence  implies  the  use  of 
'ledges,  either  in  written  form 
In  taken  within  the  heart.  This 
leads  us  to  the  questions,  "Why 
luggest  a  commitment  day? 
|Vhy  have  total  abstinence 
ledges?" 
The   alcohol   problem   is    one 


that  is  touching  every  one  of 
us  today.  Sixty  -  six  million 
Americans  are  drinking  in  1950. 
This  is  two  out  of  every  three 
over  fifteen  years  of  age.  Al- 
most seven  of  every  ten  families 
buy  beer  or  ale  for  take-home 
consumption.  We  have  no  exact 
figures  on  the  number  of  Breth- 
ren who  are  drinking,  but  we 
know  from  evidences  that  there 
are  too  many. 

A  second  suggestion  is  that 
for  most  of  us  nothing  is  said 
about  the  use  of  alcohol  when 
we  enter  the  church.  There  was 
a  day  when  one  promised  to  re- 
frain from  the  use  of  alcoholic 


beverages  as  a  part  of  his  com- 
mitment to  Christ  at  the  time  of 
baptism.  If  it  is  not  done  then — 
and  for  most  of  us  now  it  is  not 
— then  we  must  seek  to  do  it  at 
some  other  time  if  it  is  to  be 
done  at  all. 

A  commitment  day  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  will 
mean  two  major  opportunities. 
It  will  mean  an  opportunity  for 
the  local  church  to  place  a  spe- 
cial emphasis  upon  right  living 
and  commitment  to  total  ab- 
stinence as  part  of  our  total 
commitment     to     Christ.      The 
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Sunday-school  teachers  can  lead 
their  pupils  to  face  right,  clean 
living  and  commitment  of  one's 
total  life  to  Christ.  The  minister 
has  the  opportunity  to  reinter- 
pret the  concepts  of  total  com- 
mitment and  right  living  in 
their  relation  to  Christ  and  the 
Lenten  season,  as  well  as  the 
whole  year  ahead.  In  the  second 
place,  it  will  give  to  each  one  of 
us  an  opportunity  to  register  our 
commitment  as  we  sign  the  total 
abstinence  pledges. 

But  the  question  still  arises, 
"Shall  we  use  total  abstinence 
pledges?"  In  order  to  answer 
this  question  we  must  take  a 
look  at  the  arguments  pro  and 
con  concerning  the  use  of  such 
pledges.  In  making  a  study  of 
the  use  of  total  abstinence 
pledges,  I  wrote  to  some  of  the 
major  denominations  working 
in  this  field  and  asked  them  a 
number  of  questions.  I  shall 
here  try  to  summarize  our  think- 
ing and  the  replies  of  those 
working  in  the  field. 


pledges  is  that  it  enables  the  in- 
dividual to  arrive  at  a  decision. 
James  Crain  of  the  Disciples 
Church  said,  "We  ask  people  to 
commit  themselves  to  tithing, 
proportionate  giving  and  other 
types  of  pledge  making;  so  I  see 
no  objection  to  a  total  absti- 
nence pledge  provided  it  is  pre- 
ceded by  an  effective  course  of 
education  and  followed  by  edu- 
cational procedures  which 
strengthen  the  resolve."  All  of  us 
made  certain  pledges  at  the  time 
of  our  baptism.  Why  not  make 
a  total  abstinence  pledge? 

The  total  abstinence  pledge 
builds  a  fellowship  that  will  as- 
sist the  person  to  refrain  from 
or  overcome  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages.  Bishop  A.  R.  Clip- 
pinger  of  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  said,  "It  cre- 
ates a  fellowship  of  total  absti- 
nence and  thus  strengthens  the 
signer."  It  does  something  to  us 
to  know  there  are  many  more  in 
the  same  fellowship  with  us. 
Much  of  the  strength  of  Alco- 


holics Anonymous  is  in  the  fel- 
lowship they  have  developed. 

The  total  abstinence  pledge 
commits  the  individual  to  some- 
thing tangible.  Commitment  to 
total  abstinence  becomes  some- 
thing tangible  in  the  life  of  the 
individual  just  the  same  as  the 
commitment  to  the  church  and 
baptism.  A  person  is  then  com- 
mitted to  a  clean  life. 

The  total  abstinence  pledge 
registers  in  the  mind  and  in  a 
file  kept  by  some  secretary.  It 
does  something  to  us  to  know 
that  someone  has  a  record  of  our 
commitment  to  Christ  and  to  to- 
tal abstinence. 

Total  abstinence  pledges  leadj 
individuals  into  a  fuller  Chris- 
tian experience,  assist  them  in| 
making  decisions  to  refrain  fror 
drinking,  build  a  fellowship  tof 
strengthen    individuals    to    re- 
frain from  or  overcome  drinkingji 
practices,  commit  the  signers  to 
something  tangible,  and  give  afl 
registration    to    the    individual 

Continued  on  page  11 


The  Arguments  for  Pledging 

There  are  several  fine  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  use  of 
total  abstinence  pledges.  Per- 
haps the  most  important  of 
these  reasons  is  that  it  leads  the 
person  into  a  fuller  Christian 
experience.  The  individual  re- 
alizes the  effect  that  alcohol  has 
upon  man's  relation  to  God,  that 
it  narcotizes  or  inhibits  man's 
ability  to  contact  God  or  to  ex- 
perience God.  Thus  the  signing 
of  the  pledge  is  an  advance  in 
Christian  growth  for  the  indi- 
vidual. Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooten 
of  the  Methodist  Church  said, 
".  .  .  one  who  commits  himself 
to  abstinence  should  do  so  as  a 
creative,  positive  advance  in 
Christian  experience."  The  body 
is  really  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  To  keep  our  bodies  clean 
and  in  contact  with  God  lead  to 
growth  in  Christian  experience. 
A  second  argument  in  favor 
of  the  use   of  total   abstinence 
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Only  Stable  People  Will  Make  a  Stable  World 


EDITORIAL 


The  Continuing   Reformation 

AS  OCTOBER  draws  to  a  close,  many  Prot- 
estant churches  are  celebrating  Reformation 
Sunday  or  Reformation  Day.  This  year's 
observance  is  marked  by  the  publication  of  new 
biographies  of  Martin  Luther  and  by  special  serv- 
ices in  not  only  Lutheran  but  many  other 
Protestant  churches. 

Brethren,  like  other  Protestants,  thrill  to  the 
story  of  Luther's  nailing  his  ninety-five  theses  on 
the  cathedral  door  and  of  his  courageous  stand 
before  the  Diet  of  Worms.  We  sing  his  stirring 
hymn,  A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God,  with  strong 
conviction  and  hearty  agreement  with  its  words. 
But  we  do  not  forget  that  within  two  hundred 
years  the  churches  that  began  the  Reformation 
needed  to  be  reformed,  and  the  beginning  of  our 
own  church  in  1708  came  about  because  sincere 
men  and  women,  dissatisfied  with  the  state 
churches,  began  to  search  the  Scriptures,  particu- 
larly the  New  Testament,  in  order  to  discover  the 
marks  of  a  truly  Christian  fellowship.  Others  be- 
side the  Brethren  sought  to  recover  primitive 
Christianity  and  many  of  these  groups  carried 
their  new  reformation  to  the  new  world  where 
an  atmosphere  of  liberty  encouraged  their  growth. 
Benjamin  Franklin  wrote  in  his  autobiography 
about  meeting  a  Dunker  leader  who  told  him 
about  our  beginnings.  Franklin  was  impressed 
with  the  early  Brethren  beliefs  that  they  had  not 
yet  discovered  all  that  the  New  Testament  could 
teach  them  and  that,  although  they  had  esablished 
an  organized  fellowship  to  practice  their  beliefs, 
they  did  not  claim  to  have  discovered  all  the 
truth  that  God  had  for  his  children.  Evidently  our 
leaders  wanted  to  keep  the  way  open  for  a  con- 
tinuing reformation  in  our  church. 

For  that  kind  of  renewal  within  our  own  fel- 
lowship we  ought  to  pray.  We  can  become  just 
as  static  in  our  organization  and  as  dogmatic  in 
our  beliefs  as  were  those  churches  from  which  we 
broke  off.  But  if  we  become  a  dynamic  fellow- 
ship of  committed  men  and  women  whose  lives 
are  sustained  by  God's  Spirit,  we  can  meet  the 
challenge  of  a  new  day  without  needing  to  throw 
aside  our  heritage  as  Brethren. 

Let  us  have  a  continuing  reformation  along 
the  lines  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  fired  with 
the  power  of  Pentecost,  renewed  by  constant 
prayer  and  tested  in  daily  witness  for  a  bold  and 
daring  faith.  May  the  record  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  church  include  a  chapter  on  Brethren 
disciples  whose  acts  of  love  and  brotherliness  bear 
witness  to  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work  today. 


Motive:    To  Serve  and  to  Give 

IF  A  first-century  Christian  could  return  to 
visit  Main  Street  in  a  typical  American  com- 
munity, there  are  many  things  that  would 
amaze,  perhaps  even  shock,  him.  Hearing  of  wars 
and  rumors  of  wars,  he  would  be  alarmed  to  dis- 
cover how  belligerent  his  fellow  Christians  could 
be.  Listening  to  our  talk,  he  might  wonder  if 
we  ever  thought  more  of  Christ  than  of  ourselves 
and  if  we  had  forgotten  that  there  was  a  Pente- 
cost in  the  beginning  days  of  the  church. 

But  likely  this  contemporary  of  Peter  and 
Paul  would  be  completely  confused  by  our  strong 
feelings  over  economic  issues.  He  would  hear 
words  like  capitalist  and  socialist  hurled  back 
and  forth  with  anger  and  venom.  Observing  that 
the  assumptions  on  both  sides  were  materialistic, 
he  would  wonder  indeed  if  a  Christian  way  of 
earning  and  spending  could  be  found  either  on 
the  right  or  the  left. 

The  materialists  of  our  times  are  eager  to  have 
the  moral  support  of  our  churches.  A  large  cir- 
culation magazine  recently  featured  an  article  by 
a  minister  calling  on  the  church  to  speak  up  for 
capitalism.  And,  strangely  enough,  the  material- 
istic interest  in  acquiring  great  wealth  is  justified 
by  some  ministers  who  claim  that  the  New  Testa- 
ment lends  its  support  to  the  profit  motive. 

But  it  seems  to  us — as  it  must  have  seemed  to 
early  Christians — that  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and 
the  practice  of  his  followers  points  in  another  di- 
rection. The  Christian  is  primarily  interested  in 
replacing  that  motive  of  gain  with  a  higher  mo- 
tive: "to  serve  and  to  give." 

Think  of  the  finest  Christians  you  have  ever 
met.  Has  the  motive  for  their  Christian  service 
been  the  financial  return  on  their  investment  of 
time  and  service?  In  most  cases  they  have  given 
up  opportunities  for  material  profit  in  order  to 
serve  in  Christ's  name.  Indeed,  if  you  investigate 
the  source  of  the  greatest  masterpieces  of  liter- 
ature and  music  you  will  discover  that  they  were 
created  for  reasons  other  than  for  profit. 

Let  us  not  be  misled  by  those  who  would  dis- 
tort the  New  Testament  message  in  order  to  find 
an  apologetic  for  selfish  ends  and  means.  We  fol- 
low a  Master  who  became  poor — not  only  in  spirit 
but  in  material  possessions — that  we  might  find 
spiritual  treasures  in  living  for  him.  He  reminds 
us  that  "the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  served, 
but  to  serve  and  to  give  his  life  as  a  ransom  for 
many." 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

in  the  National  Council  of  Churches 


AN  OBLIGATION  which  is 
laid  on  all  of  us  who  are 
Christians  is  that  of  teach- 
ing the  gospel  as  far  as  we  can 
reach.  This  means  using  the 
finest  resources  and  the  finest 
materials  that  it  is  possible  to 
produce  for  the  purpose. 

Early  in  this  century  Sunday- 
school  teachers  and  superin- 
tendents from  the  different 
churches  in  a  county  began  com- 
ing together  for  inspiration  and 
a  sharing  of  the  best  they  knew. 
After  a  while  a  great  many  of 
these  groups  and  the  boards  and 
committees  of  the  various 
churches  entrusted  with  the 
preparation  of  educational  ma- 
terials came  together  in  what 
came  to  be  known  as  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious 
Education. 

Through  the  years  the  ICRE 
has  been  working  quietly,  pro- 
viding tremendous  assistance  to 
the  entire  educational  task  of 
our  churches.  The  reason  that 
the  ICRE  has  been  able  to  do  so 
much  good  for  the  churches  was 
that  it  brought  together  the 
most  devoted  and  best -trained 
Christian  educators  of  the  vari- 
ous denominations.  These  men 
and  women  have  been  working 
together  for  years,  never  giving 
much  advertisement  to  the  fact 
that  their  work  was  the  joint 
product  of  the  blending  together 
of  the  Christian  insights  of  the 
various  churches. 

With  the  formation  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  this 
great  work  goes  right  on.  It  will 
become  even  more  closely  co- 
ordinated with  the  other  pro- 
grams of  the  church.  It  should 
now  become  much  more  closely 
related   to   the  missionary   and 
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Jesse  H.  Ziegler 

service  education  as  well  as  to 
education  for  stewardship  of  life 
and  money.  The  entire  church 
may  well  be  grateful  that  a 
great  organization  is  being  de- 
veloped for  the  carrying  on  and 
strengthening  of  the  work  of 
spreading  the   gospel. 

The  relationship  between  the 
Brethren  and  the  National  Coun- 
cil in  the  area  of  Christian  edu- 
cation will  be  a  two-way  street. 
We  shall  be  receiving  many 
benefits  from  our  co-operation 
within  the  framework  of  the 
council.  Let  us  look  at  some  of 
them. 

Ounday  after  Sunday  we  re- 
ceive leaflets  or  use  Sunday- 
school  quarterlies  in  which  are 
the  outlines  for  the  discussion  of 
the  International  Sunday  School 
Lesson.  What  do  we  know  about 
where  those  outlines  come  from? 
The  final  work  on  them  is  done 
by  our  own  editors  at  Elgin.  But 
long  before  that  those  outlines 
are  developed  by  committees  of 
editors  from  many  of  the 
churches  working  together.  You 
can  stop  and  visit  in  a  Christian 
church  almost  anywhere  in 
America  and  you  will  study  the 
same  lesson,  outlined  by  the 
same  committee  of  Christian 
scholars,  as  if  you  were  in  your 
home  church. 

Our  church  is  quite  proud  of 
our  fine  graded  materials  for  the 
children  in  our  Sunday  schools. 
But  it  would  be  almost  impos- 
sible for  a  church  our  size  to  do 
all  the  spade  work  in  the  prep- 
aration of  such  materials.  All 
the  foundation  work  is  done  by 
committees  that  will  continue  to 
work  within  the  National  Coun- 
cil. 


The  finest  Christian  youth 
materials  that  have  ever  been 
produced  have  probably  been 
produced  in  the  last  ten  years  by 
the  many  churches  working  to- 
gether within  the  United  Chris- 
tian Youth  Movement  and  the 
corresponding  committee  of  the 
ICRE.  The  effect  of  these  mate- 
rials is  felt  in  every  vital  CBYF 
of  our  church.  This  work  will 
be  carried  on  and  take  on  added 
significance  within  the  National 
Council. 

The  United  Christian  Adult 
Movement  has  been  giving  birth 
to  ideas  and  suggestions  that  can 
rejuvenate  the  adult  department 
of  any  church  that  will  give 
them  a  chance.  These  sugges- 
tions and  ideas  grow  out  of  the 
fellowship  in  thought  and  prayer 
of  devoted  adult  leaders  from 
the  many  churches  that  are  now 
joining  in  the  National  Council. 
It  can  be  expected  that  this 
work  will  not  only  be  carried 
forward  but  that  it  will  increase 
in  its  vitality. 

No  mention  has  been  made  of 
the  wonderful  contribution  made 
by  the  churches  working  togeth- 
er in  the  ICRE  toward  providing 
helps  for  vacation  church 
schools,  weekday  religious  edu- 
cation, audio -visual  education, 
radio,  camps  and  summer  con- 
ferences. Some  of  the  most  cre- 
ative helps  have  been  coming  j 
from  this  source.  The  National 
Council  takes  up  that  responsi-j 
bility. 

We  should  not  hasten  over  the  I 
contribution  of  the  council  to  I 
leadership  education.  The  whole 
system  of  standard  leadership! 
training  for  workers  in  local! 
churches  has  had  its  birth  in  the  j 
churches  working  together,  j 
Churches  are  taking  a  new  in- 
terest in  this  program.  New  bul- 


letins  describing  this  program 
are  available  and  this  work  will 
be  carried  forward  with  increas- 
ing vigor. 

T*» 
he   other   direction   in   which 

benefit  will  flow  in  this  relation- 
ship with  the  National  Council 
will  be  that  our  Brethren  edu- 
cators will  be  making  large  con- 
tributions to  the  entire  Body  of 
Christ  as  it  seeks  to  teach  grow- 
ing persons.  Already  we  have 
many  of  our  trusted  Christian 
educators  from  our  church  who 
are  making  very  significant  con- 
tributions to  the  co-operative 
program  in  this  area.  E.  G.  Hoff, 
Ruth  Shriver,  C.  Ernest  Davis, 


Don  Snider,  Ken  Morse,  Dessie 
Miller,  Minor  C.  Miller  and  oth- 
ers of  the  Christian  education 
staff  are  people  not  only  known 
in  the  circles  where  significant 
co-operative  work  is  done,  but 
they  are  people  who  are  taking 
the  contribution  that  the  Breth- 
ren have  to  make  to  the  remain- 
der of  the  Body  of  Christ  and  are 
humbly  but  persistently  seeing 
that  that  contribution  is  worked 
into  the  thinking  of  educational 
materials  that  are  used  in 
churches  of  all  denominations 
throughout  this  land.  It  is  not 
accidental  that  the  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement  has 
a  strong  pacifist  tendency.  Some 


Harold  Lambert 


Fine  graded  materials  for  the  children  in  our  Sunday  schools  have 

been  made   possible   through   the   co-operative   effort   of   committees 

within  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education,  which  becomes 

a  part  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 


of  our  fine  Brethren  youth  have 
been  in  key  positions  in  it. 

Several  things  I  believe  with 
deep  conviction.  The  world 
needs  Christian  teaching.  The 
Brethren  have  been  blessed  by 
God  with  some  distinctive  parts 
of  Christian  teaching  that  the 
entire  church  needs.  The  entire 
church  will  be  blessed  and  those 
to  whom  it  ministers  will  be 
richer  if  the  Brethren  bring 
their  offering  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education,  blend  it 
with  the  offerings  from  other 
parts  of  God's  family,  and  help 
in  the  teaching  of  a  rich,  full 
gospel  to  which  many  devoted 
Christian  educators  have 
brought  their  insight.  We  may 
be  thankful  for  the  promise  for 
Christian  education  that  resides 
in  the  formation  of  the  National 
Council.  All  of  us  should  unite 
in  our  fervent  prayers  for  it. 

/  DO  NOT  CARE  TO   LIVE 

Howard  H.  Helman 

Onekama,   Michigan 

I  do  not  care  to  live 

If  I  must  train  to  slay 

My  fellow  men!  If  I  can  give 

Instead  of  take;  if  I  can  say 

To  them,  "In  this  we  hope 

To  find  a  way  wherein  all  men 

May  have  the  light  and  none  need 

grope 
In    dark    distrust    and    schemes. 

Come  then. 
And     we     shall     think     together 

toward  an  end 
To    all   this   blasting   mess.     The 

good  you  have 
May  be  what  I  need  to  change  the 

trend 
Of  my  lame  thoughts;  may  help  to 

save 
Our  honor  which  more  oft  is  lost 
In  carnage  than  is  gained.    And. 

in  the  end 
When  we  have  closed  accounts, 

compiled  the  cost. 
We  find  you  not  an  enemy,  but 

friend," 
It's  then  I  want  to  live,  and  give 

my  all 
Toward  the  finished  product  men 

call  peace. 
It's  then  the  shackles  from  men's 

hands  will  fall. 
And   prisoners   of  hate   will   find 

release. 

OCTOBER   28.    1950  7 


C  LEO  PAS 

MET 

JESUS 


E.  R.  Fisher 

Painting  by  William  Hole 
Photo  by  GramstorfE  Brothers,   Inc. 


"WHILE  THEY  WERE  TALKING... JESUS  HIMSELF  DREW  NEAR  AND  WENT  WITH  THEM" 


WHEN  Cleopas  was  walk- 
ing to  Emmaus  with  a 
friend  he  met  Jesus.  It 
was  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
that  the  women  who  had  gone 
early  to  the  tomb  and  had  found 
the  body  of  Jesus  gone  were  told 
that  he  was  alive.  These  two 
men  were  talking  about  the 
amazing  and  confusing  events  of 
the  day  when  a  stranger  joined 
them  and  asked  what  they  were 
talking  about.  Surprised  that  he 
should  not  know,  they  explained 
how  Jesus  had  been  crucified 
and  buried  and  then  how  it  was 
reported  that  he  had  been  raised 
from  the  dead.  To  their  sur- 
prise, the  stranger  rebuked  them 
for  not  understanding  that  this 
was  according  to  the  prophets. 
He  began  to  explain  and  inter- 
pret the  scriptures  to  them.  That 
evening,    after    having    invited 
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this  man  to  stay  all  night  with 
them,  they  recognized  him  as 
Jesus.  These  few  words  do  not 
do  justice  to  what  must  have 
been  an  amazing  experience  that 
made  all  the  rest  of  life  differ- 
ent. Can  you  not  imagine  Cle- 
opas telling  this  over  and  over 
all  the  rest  of  his  life?  And  not 
only  did  he  tell  it,  but  the  as- 
surance of  a  living  Christ  was 
the  basis  for  the  gospel  that  was 
preached  to  the  whole  world. 

The  experience  of  Cleopas  in 
meeting  Jesus  illustrates  what 
happens  when  hope  is  gone, 
when  it  is  found  and  how  it  will 
be  shared. 

When  hope  is  gone.  When 
Jesus  asked  what  they  were 
talking  about  "they  stood  still, 
looking  sad."  What  an  accurate 
description  of  men  without  hope! 
When  hope  is  gone  life  stands 
still  and  is  sad.  What  pathos  in 
the  words,  "we  had  hoped  that 


he  was  the  one  to  redeem  Is- 
rael"! Longfellow  once  wrote, 
"The  setting  of  a  great  hope  is 
like  the  setting  of  the  sun." 
Zechariah  described  the  coming 
of  Christ  to  Israel  as  one  com- 
ing "to  give  light  to  those  who 
sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow 
of  death."  When  hope  is  gone 
life  is  empty.  Many  people  since 
the  days  of  Cleopas  have  taken 
a  walk  to  settle  nerves  frayed 
because  hope  is  gone.  People 
without  hope  have  no  future; 
they  see  no  vision.  Samuel  John- 
son wrote,  "Where  there  is  no 
hope  there  is  no  endeavor."  Yes, 
when  hope  is  gone  life  stands 
still  and  looks  sad. 

Hope  was  gone  for  Cleopas 
and  the  disciples  because  they 
misunderstood  Jesus.  They  were 
confused  as  to  the  real  purpose 
and  plan  of  Jesus.  Their  hope 
rested  upon  a  free  nation.  And 
this  hope,  they  thought,  was  to 


be  achieved  by  physical  forces. 
Therefore,  when  Jesus  died 
there  was  nothing  left  upon 
which  to  build  any  hope.  But 
Jesus  thought  in  terms  of  free 
men,  free  from  fear  and  free 
from  the  power  of  sin.  His  hope 
was  in  forces  beyond  the  power 
of  temporal  kingdoms.  His 
method  was  one  the  world  did 
not  know  much  about. 

Our  world  is  still  confused  be- 
cause the  only  hope  we  have  is 
in  military  might  and  bigger  and 
better  bombs.  Since  this  kind  of 
a  better  world  is  farther  away 
than  ever,  we  have  mostly  lost 
hope.  And  today  we  stand  still 
and  look  sad  and  say,  "We  had 
hoped." 

When  hope  is  found  life  be- 
comes full.  As  the  stranger  in- 
terpreted the  scriptures  and 
they  began  to  understand  the 
plan  and  purpose  of  God,  hope 
returned.  It  returned  because 
they  understood  the  scriptures. 
When  we  today  see  the  real  im- 
port of  the  message  of  Jesus, 
hope  will  return  for  us.  This 
kind  of  hope  is  not  cast  down 


wnen  armies  are  defeated.  It  is 
unafraid  when  death  strikes  be- 
cause it  is  beyond  death.  The 
poise  and  contentment  of  which 
the  Christian  speaks  come 
through  this  kind  of  a  hope.  If 
religion  has  gone  stale,  perhaps 
we  will  find  the  reason  in  the 
quality  and  understanding  of 
our  hope. 

When  hope  is  possessed  Jesus 
is  known.  It  can  also  be  said 
that  when  Jesus  is  known  hope 
is  possessed.  The  disciples  knew 
Jesus  in  the  breaking  of  bread. 
He  was  known  then  as  a  living 
presence — no  longer  as  a  memo- 
ry about  which  they  could  talk. 
Now  he  was  known  as  the  Christ 
that  was  dead  but  now  alive  for 
evermore.  How  foolish  they 
must  have  felt  that  they  had  not 
recognized  him  as  they  had 
walked  along  the  way!  Yet  we 
today  lose  hope  because  our  eyes 
are  blinded  by  the  materialism 
of  the  world,  by  false  hopes  and 
wrong  ideas.  Now  they  knew 
they  had  Jesus  with  them  for- 
ever. On  the  strength  of  that 
hope  they  went  out  to  conquer 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller,   Jr. 


Jesse   Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

In  our  family  we  try  to  uphold 
the  church  peace  position.  With  the 
coming  of  the  Korean  situation  the 
atmosphere  encouraging  the  spirit 
of  violence  is  created  by  radio,  tele- 
vision, the  newspapers,  the  school, 
and  day-by-day  conversation.  What 
can  we  do  to  help  our  children  main- 
tain the  Christian  view  of  conflict? 
A  Worried  Mother. 

Dear  Friend, 

We  must  meet  the  philosophy  of 
violence  in  the  same  manner  we 
meet  any  evil — by  seeking  to  dis- 
cover why  it  is  wrong.  We  must 
teach  our  children  that  war  is  evil. 
We  must  show  them  that  it  is  the 
work  of  Satan.  We  must  help  them 
cut  away  the  rationalization  ("mak- 
ing the  worse  appear  the  better 
reason")  which  makes  war  seem 
reasonable  and  necessary. 


We  must  keep  hammering  away 
at  the  ultimates.  We  must  never 
take  our  sights  off  the  fundamentals. 
We  must  keep  emphasizing  that  the 
sixth  commandment,  the  Beatitudes, 
and  the  life  of  Jesus  are  more  im- 
portant than  Time  magazine,  a  fire- 
side talk  by  the  President,  or  a 
resolution  by  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars.  We  shall  have  to 
repeat  these  fundamentals  over  and 
over  again,  with  the  persistence  of 
a  commercial,  in  order  that  our 
children  may  never  believe  the  lesser 
rather  than  the  greater  truth. 

We  shall  have  to  do  this  task  in 
the  awareness  that  evil  is  so  per- 
sistent and  tenacious  and  mankind 
so  easily  deceived  that  peace  educa- 
tion will  always  seem  to  lose. 

All  truth,  like  Truth  Himself,  is 
always  being  crucified,  yet  never 
dies. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  HI. 


the  world.  Never  again  would 
they  need  to  walk  alone,  for  Je- 
sus would  go  with  them.  That 
is  the  faith  that  conquers  the 
world. 

Many  times  we  can  find  Christ 
in  the  breaking  of  bread.  Many 
letters  have  come  from  Europe 
telling  how  new  hope  came 
when  they  received  food  from 
unknown  friends  in  America.  A 
word  of  encouragement,  a  help- 
ing hand  will  always  be  helpful 
in  giving  hope  to  others. 

In  the  diary  of  one  of  those 
who  was  on  the  South  Pole  ex- 
pedition is  found  the  story  of 
three  who  had  become  lost  in 
the  frozen  wastes.  He  wrote,  "It 
seemed  to  us  a  fourth  walked  by 
our  side.  Because  of  this  sense 
of  a  presence  we  had  the  cour- 
age to  keep  on  until  we  found 
the  base."  That  can  be  our  ex- 
perience in  all  of  life. 

When  hope  is  possessed  it  is 
shared.  The  disciples  did  not 
wait  until  morning.  They  hur- 
ried to  Jerusalem  that  night  to 
tell  the  others.  The  same  urgen- 
cy sent  them  out  to  tell  the 
world.  Christ  is  risen!  He  sends 
us  to  tell  that  the  power  he  gave 
to  us  is  greater  than  physical 
power.  A  living  Christ  backs  up 
what  we  tell.  We  are  witnesses 
of  these  things  and  he  has  told 
us  to  preach  repentance  and  for- 
giveness of  sins  in  his  name. 
These  men  never  stopped  until 
a  kingdom  was  won.  And  that 
is  the  simple  story  and  hope  of 
Christianity.  Paul  said,  "We  are 
saved  by  hope."  When  the 
church  finds  this  hope  as  a  living 
reality  we  will  go  marching  on 
to  victory  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  living  Lord. 

NEXT  WEEK  LOOK  FOR— 

Tractor  vs.  Grindstone,  by  William 
Tinkle. 

Paul,  the  Servant  of  Christ  (the  last 
of  the  series.  These  Met  Jesus), 
by  Warren  W.  Slabaugh. 

What  Happens  at  These  Federal 
Council  Meetings  (an  interview 
between  Kenneth  Morse  and 
Raymond  R.  Peters). 
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Youth  and  Alcohol 


IN  EVERY  generation  there 
have  been  numerous  adults 
who  have  taken  a  pessimistic 
attitude  towards  young  people, 
and  this  generation  is  no  excep- 
tion. Young  people,  however, 
are  only  mirrors  of  their  elders. 
If  we  want  better  youth,  we 
must  have  better  adults. 

Last  year  a  study  was  made 
of  the  young  people  attending 
interdenominational  summer  as- 
semblies as  to  what  they  con- 
sidered the  ten  most  vital  and 
important  problems  confronting 
them.  The  use  of  alcoholic  bev- 
erages was  found  to  be  problem 
number  one.   Why  is  this?   Is  it 
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because  all  young  people  are 
drinking?  The  answer  is  "No." 
It  is  because  they  see  the  effects 
of  drinking  in  many  of  their 
own  homes  and  in  their  com- 
munity. They  are  both  troubled 
and  concerned  about  drinking. 
They  are  conscious  of  the  social 
pressure  that  is  brought  to  bear 
upon  them,  to  drink  and  to  con- 
form to  the  social  pattern  set  up 
by  their  elders  in  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  most  intense  desire  of 
youth  is  to  be  popular,  to  be 
accepted  by  their  group.  This 
desire  is  both  human  and  under- 
standable. It  is  also  a  strong 
adult  motivation.  When  our 
young  people  find  themselves  in 


Youth  are  uncertain  and  troubled 
about  the  problem  of  using  alco- 
holic beverages 


Wayne  W.  Womer 

Executive   Secretary,   Virginia   Church 
Temperance  Council 

Photo    by   Ewing    Galloway 


a  group  where  drinking  is  a* 
common  and  accepted  practice, 
they  are  made  to  feel  inferior  or 
they  are  likely  to  be  left  out  of 
things.  Many  parents  suggest  to 
their  sons  and  daughters  that 
they  learn  to  drink,  like  ladies 
or  gentlemen. 

The  greatest  interest  today  in 
the  alcohol  problem  is  found 
among  our  young  people,  but 
they  are  confused  and  bewil- 
dered. They  have  some  impor- 
tant questions  to  ask:  "If  our 
church  is  opposed  to  drinking, 
why  does  it  allow  people  who 
drink  to  serve  on  its  boards, 
committees,  and  teach  Sunday 
school?"  "Why  are  members 
taken  into  the  church  who  drink 
or  are  engaged  in  some  phase  of 
the  liquor  business?"  "Is  just 
drinking  socially  wrong?"  These 
pertinent  questions  are  asked 
every  day,  and  they  are  ques- 
tions that  have  to  be  answered, 
and  it  has  to  be  a  good  answer. 
Our  young  people  often  know 


more  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
community  than  the  adults.  If 
you  want  to  get  a  picture  of  any 
community,  do  not  go  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  go  to 
the  high  school.  If  adults  think 
they  are  fooling  anyone,  it  is 
only  themselves. 

The  church  has  an  unprece- 
dented opportunity  today  to  help 
its  young  people  find  the  right 
answer  to  the  alcohol  problem. 
Tomorrow  will  be  too  late,  trag- 
ically too  late.  The  church  needs 
to  do  two  things  if  it  is  to  meet 
its  imperative  opportunity. 
First,  give  adequate  instruction 
that  will  lead  its  young  people 
themselves  to  come  to  the  de- 
cision that  abstinence  from  all 
alcoholic  beverages  is  a  vital, 
Christian  concept  of  life;  and 
second,  let  the  church  members 
set  the  example.  "Seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God"  is  the  great 
Christian  commandment.  Let  us 
be  accountable.  Drinking  is 
either  right  or  wrong.  Can  we 
be  blameless  when  we  tear 
down  self-discipline,  our  own  or 
others?  While  understanding  is 
the  key  to  the  solution  of  any 
problem,  it  is  only  the  key. 
Facts  must  be  buttressed  with 
personal  example. 

There  has  been  no  time  in  the 
past  thirty  years  when  oppor- 
tunity has  knocked  louder  at  the 
doors  of  our  churches  than  to- 
day. Our  young  people  are  in- 
terested, not  only  interested  but 
deeply  concerned.  They  have 
decisions  to  make,  great  deci- 
sions, lifetime  decisions  and 
kingdom-building  decisions.  Let 
the  church  be  the  church.  In 
the  name  of  Him  who  counted 
not  the  cost,  who  knew  tempta- 
tion and  all  the  problems  of 
daily  living,  let  the  church  of 
Christ  Jesus  take  its  stand,  de- 
claring by  teaching  and  exam- 
ple that  drinking  is  wrong. 

Who  will  claim  this  genera- 
tion of  youth — God,  or  the  liquor 
traffic?  The  battle  will  be  won 
only  on  a  spiritual  basis,  through 
Christian  teaching  and  Christian 
example. 


Shall  We  Use  Total 
Abstinence  Pledges? 

Continued  from  page  4 

and  to  others  of  the  intention  of 
the  signers.  Can  we  not  all  see 
the  good  in  such  a  program? 

The  Arguments  Against 

Pledging 

There  are  not  nearly  so  many 
arguments  against  the  use  of 
total  abstinence  pledges  as  one 
would  think.  But  there  are  ar- 
guments against  the  use  of  such 
pledges,  and  we  should  look  at 
them.  One  of  the  chief  argu- 
ments against  their  use  is  that 
they  are  signed  and  then  some- 
times broken;  hence  we  had  bet- 
ter not  sign  one.  It  is  true  that 
some  people  will  sign  them  and 
then  break  them.  Perhaps  it 
may  do  harm  to  some  one,  but 
we  still  make  other  pledges  and 
break  them.  We  dare  not  let 
such  an  argument  be  our  excuse 
for  doing  something  we  desire  to 
do  very  much  or  something  we 
feel  urged  to  do  by  the  group 
with  which  we  associate. 

Some  people  will  say  that 
they  are  too  mechanical.  If  they 
are  mechanical,  how  can  they 
mean  much?  Total  abstinence 
pledges  can  become  mechanical, 
but  it  is  not  necessary  that  they 
do  so.  Our  use  of  them,  our  pres- 
entation of  the  facts  and  of  the 
pledges  will  do  much  to  remove 
this  argument. 

Perhaps  the  most  meritorious 
argument  against  the  use  of  to- 
tal abstinence  pledges  is  that 
social  (group)  pressure  is  often 
used  to  get  pledge  signing.  If  we 
sign  because  we  feel  the  pres- 
sure of  the  group  or  some  indi- 
vidual, the  pledge  loses  much  of 
its  meaning.  Therefore,  I  favor 
the  presentation  of  the  pledge 
with  the  permission  for  the  in- 
dividual to  take  it  home  or  sign 
it  without  any  pressure.  We 
must  prepare  with  extreme  care 
the  pledge-signing  part  of  our 
program. 

Pledges  do  have  some  disad- 
vantages or  some  arguments 
against  their  use.    Most  of  the 


arguments  against  them  disap- 
pear when  we  use  total  absti- 
nence pledges  wisely. 

In  light  of  the  above  proposed 
statement,  we  have  more  facts 
to  substantiate  our  use  of  total 
abstinence  pledges  than  we  have 
to  discourage  their  use.  The  real 
question  seems  to  be,  "How  shall 
we  use  them?"  and  not  "Shall 
we  use  them?"  Dr.  Hooten  said, 
"If  no  adequate  preparation  for 
the  pledge  is  made,  if  no  ef- 
fective follow-up  program  is  in- 
stituted, then  this  could  be  a 
simple  agreement  with  oneself 
not  to  consort  with  alcohol.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  prepara- 
tion for  and  anticipation  in  such\ 
a  service  of  pledging  be  on  & 
Christian  level,  and  if  the  min- 
ister carefully  integrates  the 
pledge  into  purposeful  Chrisr- 
tian  action,  the  pledge  will  be 
creative."  Dr.  James  Crain  says, 
"If  taken  seriously  and  after  a 
course  of  instructions  that  leads 
the  signer  to  understand  what 
he  is  doing  and  why  he  is  doing 
it,  such  a  pledge  may  be  a  strong 
deterrent  in  moments  of  tempta- 
tion." 

Thus,  such  pledge  signing 
should  be  preceded  and  followed 
by  a  program  of  education  and 
integration.  The  Seventh  -  Day 
Adventists  ask  each  church 
member  to  renew  his  pledge  of 
abstinence  each  year.  In  addi- 
tion, they  ask  each  junior  to  con- 
tribute $1.00  per  year  and  each 
adult  $5,  $10  or  $100,  depend- 
ing on  his  financial  ability,  in 
addition  to  his  regular  tithe 
offering,  to  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. When  I  know  these  facts, 
I  do  not  marvel  so  much  at  the 
effect  the  Seventh-Day  Advent- 
ists are  having  in  this  field.  We 
can  do  as  much  if  we  will. 

So,  our  answer  is  that  every 
Church  of  the  Brethren  ought  to 
use  wisely  total  abstinence 
pledges  as  part  of  our  growing 
experience  in  Christian  living 
and  as  part  of  our  total  commit- 
ment to  Christ. 
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The  Life  That  Really  Counts 

THE    STORY    OF    COLLEEN    TOWNSEND 


Henrietta  C.  Mears 

Director  Religious  Education 

Hollywood  Presbyterian  Church 


Colleen  Townsend  passing  in 
front  of  the  chapel  at  Pasadena 
College    on   her   way   to    classes 


Religious  News  Service 


COLLEEN  TOWNSEND  has 
always  been  seeking  for  an 
answer  to  life.  At  an  early- 
age  she  had  an  overwhelming 
desire  to  know  God.  Often  she 
went  alone  to  read  her  Bible  and 
to  pray.  But  somehow  she  never 
seemed  to  find  complete  satisfac- 
tion. She  had  not  found  the  se- 
cret of  knowing  God.  There  was 
a  restlessness  that  one  often  feels 
when  God  is  not  in  the  heart  to 
speak  peace. 

Failing  to  find  satisfaction  in 
her  spiritual  life,  she  tried  to 
find  the  answer  by  being  good 
and  living  a  model  life.  How 
vain  and  superficial  this  all  was! 
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She  had  everything  a  girl  could 
wish  and  yet  she  had  nothing. 
She  soon  found  that  to  live  a 
good  life  she  must -live  a  "God- 
life,"  for  there  is  no  good  with- 
out God.  In  this  she  was  not 
successful.   How  hard  she  tried! 

She  next  sought  satisfaction 
by  losing  herself  in  church  ac- 
tivities, teaching  Sunday-school 
classes,  attending  innumerable 
meetings  and  taking  an  active 
part — all  to  no  avail! 

Then  came  a  period  of  discour- 
agement. An  attitude  of  "oh, 
what's  the  use?"  seized  her.  It 
was  at  this  moment  that  her  pic- 
ture appeared  on  the  cover  of  a 
movie  magazine.  Then  came  an 
offer  from  Twentieth  Century- 


Fox,  and  a  contract.  This  was 
thrilling  indeed,  for  every  girl 
is  flattered  by  the  possibility  of 
fame  and  fortune.  But  Colleen 
was  not  interested,  because  she 
wanted  to  finish  her  college 
training.  She  was  pursued  by 
the  studios,  and  finally  accepted 
a  contract  which  meant  she  was 
on  the  road  to  success  and  star- 
dom. When  she  was  signed  up 
with  Twentieth  Century  -  Fox 
she  was  heralded  as  the  most 
prominent  starlet  of  1949. 

About  this  time  she  went  to 
the  Forest  Home  conference 
grounds  in  the  mountains  of 
Southern  California  with  a  col- 
lege group  from  the  First  Pres- 
byterian  church   of  Hollywood. 


There  she  met  600  young  people 
who  had  already  discovered 
what  she  was  looking  for.  Their 
lives  were  different  from  others 
she  knew:  they  seemed  to  know 
what  they  were  living  for.  There 
was  something  in  their  lives  that 
she  wanted.  She  discovered  that 
it  was  not  a  thing  that  they  had 
found,  but  a  person,  and  that 
this  Person  was  none  other  than 
Jesus  Christ  himself. 

Her  decision  was  immediate 
and  definite.  She  began  a  whole 
new  life.  Here  was  more  than 
just  attending  church  and  teach- 
ing classes.  She  was  a  "new  crea- 
ture" in  Christ  Jesus.  How 
thrilling  was  her  new  experi- 
ence. She  had  fallen  in  love 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  She 
was  radiant  and  lovely.  How 
real  it  all  was! 

As  she  grew  in  popularity  and 
favor  with  Hollywood,  she  also 
became  more  firmly  grounded  in 
the  Lord.  Whenever  her  college 
friends  met  to  pray,  Colleen  was 
there.  She  passed  up  many 
movie  premieres  and  social  en- 
gagements for  prayer  meetings. 
She  enjoyed  the  divine  society 
of  heaven! 

She  joined  the  deputation 
group  at  the  church,  and  every 
Friday  evening  found  her  train- 
ing for  Christian  witness.  In- 
vitations to  speak  for  Christ  to 
thousands  of  youths  across 
America,  in  churches  and  Youth 
for  Christ  meetings,  at  confer- 
ences and  on  college  campuses, 
kept  her  flying  across  the  conti- 
nent. Nothing  was  too  much 
when  her  new-found  Savior  was 
to  be  honored.  She  put  Him  first. 

Everybody  loved  Colleen  and 
basked  in  the  glow  of  her  radi- 
ant spirit.  On  the  movie  lot,  po- 
licemen and  executives  alike 
would  go  out  of  their  way  to 
talk  to  her.  Everyone  knew  she 
was  a  Christian.  She  carried  her 
colors  high.  Her  life  was  "hid 
with  Christ  in  God"  and  every- 
one realized  it. 

Behind  the  celluloid  curtain 
of  the  Hollywood  entertainment 
world,    where    none    but    those 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


The  Field  of  Honor.  Archer  Wal- 
lace. Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1949. 
158   pages.    $1.75. 

This  is  a  companion  book  to  Dr. 
Wallace's  recent  selection  of  short 
biographies,  One  Hundred  Stories 
for  Boys.  Not  only  boys,  but  min- 
isters and  teachers  of  young  people, 
will  find  it  useful  for  inspirational 
reading  and  as  a  sourcebook  for 
illustrations. — Kenneth  I.  Morse. 

The  Place  of  Religion  in  Public 
Schools.  Virgil  Henry.  Harper,  1950. 
164  pages.    $2.50. 

This  book,  written  by  an  experi- 
enced public-school  superintendent, 
after  showing  the  dangers  of  a  pure- 
ly secularist  education  and  the  need 
for  religious  literacy,  offers  a  con- 
structive plan  for  an  objective  study 
of  religion  in  our  public  schools. 
The  author  develops  a  plan  for  com- 
munity organization  and  action 
which  will  make  such  a  program  in 
the  schools  possible  and  give  it  a 
chance  for  success.  There  are  ex- 
cellent suggestions  about  curriculum 
materials  and  on  the  selection  and 
preparation  of  teachers  for  this 
work.  Limitations,  dangers,  and 
difficulties  are  frankly  faced.    School- 


men, ministers  and  interested 
laymen  will  do  well  to  inform  them- 
selves in  the  area  covered  by  this 
book — an  area  related  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Religion  and 
Education  of  the  American  Council 
on  Education  and  to  the  proposed 
program  of  the  International  Coun- 
cil of  Religious  Education  in  religion 
and  public  education. — C.  Ernest 
Davis. 

The  Nature  of  Man.  Loos  and 
Chrow,  editors.  The  Church  Peace 
Union,  1950.    $1.00. 

This  book  is  a  series  of  discussions 
by  outstanding  men  concerning  the 
nature  of  man.  It  seeks  to  discuss 
the  nature  of  man  from  many  points 
of  view.  Thus,  the  fields  of  biology, 
chemistry,  social  sciences,  psychol- 
ogy, art  and  religion  are  brought  to 
bear  upon  this  fundamental  ques- 
tion, "What  is  man?"  The  thesis  of 
the  book  is  that  if  man  can  under- 
stand himself  he  may  be  able  to  find 
out  how  to  work  with  other  men 
for  a  meaningful  and  co-operative 
world  order.  The  book  is  probably 
of  more  interest  to  the  educator  and 
the  philosopher  than  to  the  average 
lay  reader. — Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 


who  "belonged"  could  go,  she 
witnessed  faithfully.  Many  were 
turned  to  the  Savior  through  her 
simple,  sincere  testimony,  and 
others  paused  to  consider  Jesus. 
One  day  the  thought  seized 
her,  as  it  did  Queen  Esther  of 
old,  that  she  was  a  young  wom- 
an of  destiny,  come  for  just  such 
a  time  as  this.  She  wanted  to 
know  God's  will  for  her  life. 
Why  was  she  here?  After 
prayerful  consideration,  as  she 
waited  upon  God,  she  felt  that 
the  Lord  had  placed  an  open 
door  before  her  which  she  must 
enter — a  door  of  Christian  train- 
ing and  service.  "Not  being  dis- 
obedient to  the  heavenly  vision," 
she  stepped  out  of  the  lights  and 
glamor  and  fame  of  Hollywood 
into  the  path  where  the  Lord  led 
her.  "For  what  shall  it  profit  a 
man  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul?" 
She  wanted  the  perfect  will  of 


God  for  her  life.  Colleen  finds 
the  Christian  life  even  more  ex- 
citing and  full  of  adventure  as 
she  walks  hand  in  hand  with  her 
Lord  and  Master. 

Colleen  Townsend  was  born  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Moun- 
tains in  Glendale,  Calif.  After 
graduating  from  Hollywood  high 
school  she  went  to  college  in  Utah, 
remaining  there  until  Christmas  of 
1946. 

Miss  Townsend  has  recently  re- 
turned from  a  three-month  tour  of 
France,  Switzerland  and  Luxem- 
bourg, where  she  performed  Chris- 
tian work  in  displaced  persons 
camps.  She  is  studying  Christian 
doctrine  and  Bible  courses  at  college 
on  the  recommendation  of  her 
pastor.  Dr.  Louis  Evans  of  the 
Hollywood  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
time,  she  says,  she  hopes  to  know 
"whether  I  have  learned  enough  to 
continue  Christian  work." 

Reprinted  from  a  leaflet  published  by  the 
American  Tract  Society 
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THANKSGIVING  FOR  NEW  PILGRIMS 


We  are  indebted  to  the  missions 
public  relations  office  of  the  United 
Council  of  Church  Women  for  this 
story.  Brethren  who  have  them- 
selves helped  to  resettle  DP's  will 
find  it  interesting  to  compare  notes 
with  the  story's  Mrs.  Harris. 

ACROSS  the  country  this  Novem- 
ber, thousands  of  new  Ameri- 
cans will  be  celebrating 
Thanksgiving  with  us  for  the  first 
time. 

They  are  the  displaced  persons — 
sometimes  called  "the  delayed  pil- 
grims"— who  have  come  here  after 
years  of  war  and  postwar  privation 
and  uncertainty  in  Europe. 

In  a  small  upstate  New  York 
community  we  shall  call  Preston, 
three  young  couples  working  with 
their  friends  and  neighbors  in  the 
past  year  have  gotten  assurances  of 
jobs  and  housing  for  about  fifty  of 
these  DP's. 

About  a  dozen  of  them  are  already 
settled  in  and  around  Preston.  The 
others  are  still  in  Europe — some  of 
them  going  through  the  long  and 
careful  screening  process  by  which 
our  government  ensures  that  these 
new  citizens  will  be  desirable; 
others,  screened  and  cleared,  are 
waiting  for  passage  to  America. 

But  getting  the  DP's  here  is  only 
the  beginning,  according  to  one  of 
the  Preston  women  who  is  helping 
resettle  them.  Once  here,  they  still 
need  guidance  in  starting  life  in 
their  new  country. 

Although  a  few  of  the  DP's 
already  knew  English  or  had  learned 
a  little  in  the  DP  camps,  most  of 
them  had  difficulties  with  their  new 
language.  Ann  Lorimer,  English 
teacher  in  the  local  grade  school, 
solved  that  problem  by  setting  up 
an  evening  English  class  for  the 
group. 

The  teachers  were  helpful,  too,  in 
introducing  the  new  children  to  the 
other  youngsters  at  school.  The  DP 
children  had  one  advantage  over 
their  parents — they  could  pick  up 
a  new  language  faster.  Frail  and  shy 
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Becrta  Mueller 


at  first,  as  they  gained  confidence  and 
physical  strength,  they  were  getting 
as  bouncy  as  the  others. 

The  Harrises  realized  another 
problem  the  day  they  drove  a 
Ukrainian  couple  to  a  near-by  town 
for  some  Saturday  shopping.  As  the 
car  approached  a  toll  bridge,  the 
policeman  directing  traffic  motioned 
them  to  stop,  came  over  and  directed 
Mr.  Harris,  "Move  it  into  the  next 
lane,  brother." 

The  two  passengers  had  become 
tense  and  white-faced.  Mrs.  Harris 
explained  gently, 

"It's  all  right.  He  just  wants  to  get 
the  automobiles  over  the  bridge.  He 
doesn't  care  about  your  politics." 

The  Ukrainian  couple  relaxed  a 
little,  but  the  man  turned  to  Mr. 
Harris  with  a  look  of  amazement. 

"He  called  you  brother,"  the 
Ukrainian  said.    Mr.  Harris  nodded. 

After  that  shopping  trip,  one  of  the 
first  stops  the  Harrises  made  with 
the  newcomers  was  at  the  state 
police  barracks,  where  it  was  ex- 
plained that  in  spite  of  the  uniforms, 
the  troopers  were  friends. 

Shopping  was  another  new  ex- 
perience, although  neighbors  around 
Preston  had  provided  many  things 
before  the  newcomers  arrived. 

They  had  furnished  the  new 
homes — a  tenant  house  on  a  dairy 
farm  where  the  Ukrainian  family 
worked,  rooms  over  a  garage  in 
town  for  the  expert  in  fine  furniture 
who  was  working  with  the  local 
upholsterer,  the  wing  of  a  large 
house  that  was  unoccupied  since  the 
owner's  children  had  grown  up  and 
started  homes  of  their  own. 

One  of  the  Preston  women  had 
collected  clothes,  another  loaned  her 
sewing  machine  for  any  alterations 
that  were  needed.  A  friend  with  a 
large  family  told  the  European 
women  they  could  use  her  automatic 
washing  machine. 

"It  was  the  kindest  thing  she  could 
have  done,"  Mrs.  Harris  says.  "The 
guests  just  stood  and  looked  through 
that  little   window   in  the   washer, 


watching  their  laundry  spinning 
around.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
were  more  delighted  with  the  ma- 
chine or  with  having  all  the  soap 
they  needed  for  the  first  time  in 
years." 

Mrs.  Harris  and  her  friends  took 
their  new  neighbors  shopping  at 
first,  introduced  them  to  store 
managers  and  clerks,  helped  them 
when  they  were  puzzled  by  the 
difference  between  European  kilos 
and  liters  and  our  pounds  and  quarts, 
and  showed  them  how  to  make 
change. 

Sometimes,  explaining  the  coins, 
they  found  themselves  giving  im- 
promptu lessons  in  American  history 
from  the  buffalo  and  the  Indian,  the 
Liberty  head  and  the  faces  of  Wash- 
ington, Jefferson  and  Lincoln. 

Language  was  occasionally  a  prob- 
lem. One  Latvian  woman,  trying  to 
order  chopped  beef  with  the  help  of 
a  dictionary,  asked  for  "mince  meat" 
until  they  explained  it  was  called 
hamburger. 

But  she  and  the  others  were 
amazed  and  delighted  with  the 
plenty  and  variety  of  food  they  could 
buy.  Their  first  purchases  sometimes 
required  some  understanding  from 
the  American  women. 

One  of  the  newcomers  spent  near- 
ly half  her  first  week's  food  budget 
on  things  like  cloves  and  cinnamon 
and  mustard.  It  was  the  first  chance 
she  had  had  in  years  to  get  flavorings 
that  were  real,  instead  of  ersatz 
products  made  of  chemicals  and 
tasting  like  sawdust. 

Another,  in  spite  of  a  small  budget, 
spent  more  than  her  American! 
friends  on  fruit,  vegetables  and 
meat  because  her  family  had  lived 
on  potatoes  and  little  besides  for  a 
long  time. 

"It  was  that  starchy  diet  that 
made  some  of  our  DP's  so  plump 
before  they  arrived.  Now  the  plump 
ones  are  evening  out  and  the  others 
are  gaining  weight,"  Mrs.  Harris 
says. 

Another  thing  her  group  did  to 
bring  the  newcomers  into  closer  con- 
tact with  the  community  was  to 
invite  them  to  local  group  activi- 
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The  Highland   Avenue  church  at  Elgin.  111.,  has  helped  several  DP  families  to  a  new 

start   in   life.     Above,   W.   O.   Beckner    is    helping    to   outfit   Wasily   Warawa   from    gift 

packages   contributed   by   the   congregation 


ties.  Most  successful,  they  found, 
were  music  groups  and  church  af- 
fairs. 

Most  displaced  persons  are  brought 
in  through  church  organizations. 
Mrs.  Harris  and  her  friends  worked 
through  agencies  like  Church  World 
Service,  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief,  and  the  Luther- 
an Resettlement  Service.  All  three 
couples  were  Protestant,  but  a 
Catholic  group  helped  them  bring  in 
one  DP  family,  and  a  Jewish  council 
helped  them  find  a  doctor  for  a 
woman  who  had  been  injured  in 
a  fall  on  shipboard  before  she  ar- 
rived. 

Mrs.  Harris  and  her  friends  belong 
to  one  of  more  than  1,700  state  and 
local  councils  of  church  women 
affiliated  with  the  United  Council 
of  Church  Women.  The  national 
Council's  membership,  estimated  in 
the  millions,  includes  women  of  over 
eighty  Protestant  denominations. 

Because  Preston  is  a  small  com- 
munity, the  resettlement  program 
there  was  done  largely  through  in- 
dividuals. In  larger  centers,  Council 
women  have  done  similar  projects  in 
co-operation  with  other  civic  groups. 
In  an  Ohio  college  town,  the  women 
approached  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  other  local  agencies  to 
find  a  home  and  a  shop  for  a  tailor, 


because  the  town  needed  one.  They 
ended  by  providing  homes  and  jobs 
for  eight  newcomers.  In  a  pros- 
perous Connecticut  community,  the 
Council  women  got  other  agencies 
interested  in  working  with  them  on 
a  resettlement  program,  found  places 
for  two  dozen  DP's,  including  an 
artist  who  now  has  a  home  and  com- 
missions for  five  portraits. 

Mrs.  Harris,  speaking  for  her 
friends,  said,  "We've  gotten  as  much 
as  we  gave.  We  wouldn't  have 
missed  it  for  anything." 

The  660th   Family 

TODAY,  while  working  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  displaced  per- 
sons office,  I  watched  the  660th 
family  of  displaced  persons  come 
through  New  Windsor  on  their  way 
to  a  new  home  in  America.  This 
day,  Sept.  14,  was  to  mark  a  new 
beginning  in  their  lives.  They  came 
into  the  office  a  bit  hesitantly,  as 
most  of  these  people  do  —  hope 
written  on  their  faces,  a  little  bit 
of  fear  in  their  eyes.  They  might 
have  been  any  American  family — a 
father,  Andrzej,  fifty-seven;  a  moth- 
er, Helena,  thirty-seven;  Lisa,  eight- 
een, who  is  beginning  to  learn 
English  and  has  high  hopes  for  the 
chance  that  America  will  offer  her; 


Rita,  ten,  a  bright-eyed  little  girl 
who  stood  shyly  behind  her  mother; 
and  the  twins,  Alia  and  Tamara, 
four  years  old,  who  were  as  happy 
about  their  gifts  of  dolls  as  any 
American  children  would  have  been. 

This  family,  unlike  most  of 
Europe's  displaced  persons,  is  one  of 
the  most  fortunate,  because  America 
offers  them  hope  after  the  last  seven 
years  of  despair  in  Europe.  Their 
story  began  on  a  farm  in  the 
Ukraine,  where  Mr.  Solowjow  grew 
up.  He  helped  his  parents  on  the 
farm  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen.  Then 
he  began  work  in  a  stone  quarry, 
where  after  twenty-three  years  he 
became  a  skilled  worker.  In  1943 
he  and  his  family  were  sent  to  Ger- 
many. Here  he  had  to  clear  up 
demolished  buildings  after  air  raids, 
and  when  the  Germans  surrendered 
he  lived  with  his  family  in  a  DP 
camp  and  worked  there  in  the  fuel 
store,  loading  and  unloading  coal. 

The  Solowjow  family  is  the  660th 
to  come  to  America  on  the  quota  of 
1,000  families  which  is  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren's  portion  through 
Church  World  Service.  Mr.  Edward 
Block  in  Shannon,  111.,  is  their  spon- 
sor, and  is  giving  them  the  use  of  a 
seven-room  house.  Mr.  Solowjow 
will  help  him  in  farming,  and  the 
entire  family  will  be  able  to  find 
once  more  new  hope  and  security  in 
America — Margaret  Glick. 


To  Help  Hard  Core  Cases 

ON  Sept.  25  Ruth  Early,  who  has 
for  the  past  year  been  working 
in  the  New  Windsor  office  to 
resettle  DP's,  and  Margaret  Glick, 
formerly  publicity  secretary  in  the 
Elgin  Brethren  Service  office  and 
now  a  B.V.S.  volunteer,  sailed  for 
Europe  to  interview  prospective  DP 
resettlers. 

The  young  women  are  being  sent 
at  the  request  of  Church  World 
Service  and  will  work  primarily 
with  "hard  core"  cases.  These  are 
families  where  one  or  more  mem- 
bers have  serious  physical  handicaps 
or  are  forty-five  years  old  or  over. 
Because  our  immigration  laws  bar 
such  persons  from  entry  into  our 
country,  their  families  face  a  diffi- 
cult decision.  Shall  they  leave  their 
disabled  or  aged  in  Europe  or  give  up 
hopes  of  coming  to  America? 

Church  World  Service  recently 
asked  its  member  denominations  to 
send  teams  of  workers  to  Europe  to 
aid  in  selecting  the  hard  core  DP's 
who  can  and  ought  to  come.  Miss 
Early  and  Miss  Glick  are  our  team. 
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Bro.  J.  Herman  Reinke  formerly  of  West  Salem,  Ohio, 
informs  us  that  his  address  is  changed  to  R,  3,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

Donald  Norris  of  Ambler,  Pa.,  was  licensed  to  the 
ministry  on  Aug.  6  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 

Middle  District  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  hold  its 
home-coming  services  on  Sunday,  Oct.  29.  A  basket 
dinner  will  be  served  at  the  noon  hour. 

Bro.  Wayne  E.  Wheeler,  218  South  Holmes  St., 
Lansing  12,  Mich.,  writes  to  tell  us  that  he  is  now  at 
home  and  thanks  the  people  of  the  Brotherhood  for 
their  prayers  in  his  behalf. 

Hanoverdale  church.  Big  Swatara  congregation,  Pa., 
will  have  dedication  and  anniversary  services  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  19,  at  10:15  a.m.,  1:45  p.m.  and  7:15  p.m.  Bro.  Tobias 
Henry  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bosler  arrived  in  the  United 
States  from  Africa  on  Sept.  28.  They  left  Africa  on 
the  SS  Temerarie,  then  transferred  to  the  SS  Triton. 
Their  address  is  now  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Cumberland  Valley,  Pa.,  will  have  a  peace  confer- 
ence for  the  youth  on  Nov.  18  and  19,  at  Prices  church, 
near  Waynesboro,  Pa.  Speakers  will  be  Brethren  S.  M. 
Lehigh  and  J.  H.  Cassel.  Anyone  interested  is  invited 
to  attend.  • 

Almost  every  week  readers  send  announcements 
which  cannot  be  used  because  they  arrive  too  late. 
Communications  containing  information  about  forth- 
coming events  should  be  sent  at  least  three  weeks  in 
advance  of  the  time  they  should  appear. 

Mrs.  Vera  Johansen,  Ridott,  111.,  would  like  to  secure 
a  copy  of  the  book,  History  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Maryland,  by  J.  M.  Henry.  If  anyone  has  a 
copy  of  this  book  he  would  be  willing  to  sell,  he  may 
reach  Mrs.  Johansen  at  the  above  address. 

The  Gospel  Messenger  office  has  received  a  request 
asking  for  information  concerning  the  availability  of 
any  edition  of  the  Christopher  Sower  Bible.  If  any  of 
our  readers  have  copies  they  would  be  willing  to  sell, 
they  are  asked  to  write  to  the  editorial  offices. 

Brethren  Service  workers  in  the  migrant  camps  in 
Southern  Florida  can  make  use  of  used  copies  of  Breth- 
ren hymnals.  If  any  church  has  recently  secured  new 
hymnals  and  would  like  to  contribute  their  used  ones, 
they  may  send  them  to  Sam  Meyer,  Box  821,  Pahokee, 
Fla. 

Chippewa  Valley  church  is  interested  in  getting 
Brethren  farmers  to  move  into  its  community.  By 
present-day  standards  farming  land  is  quite  cheap. 
Reports  from  U.S.  soil  conservation  service  representa- 
tives indicate  that  the  land  is  quite  suitable  for 
grassland  farming.  There  are  several  farms  in  this  com- 
munity that  can  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price.  For 
anyone  who  is  interested  in  getting  on  the  farm  and 
helping  to  build  a  strong  local  church  contact  the  pastor, 
Donald  G.  Holsopple,  R.  1,  Mondovi,  Wis. 
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Is  your  church  concerned  about  the  civilian  defense 
measures  being  projected  in  every  community?  The 
booklet  entitled  United  States  Civil  Defense  might  serve 
as  a  basis  for  discussion  about  this  problem.  It  can  be 
secured  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  for  twenty-five  cents. 

Our  Puerto  Rico  Brethren  Service  project  is  in 
urgent  need  of  two  regular  nurses  willing  to  serve 
on  a  two-year  volunteer  basis,  a  superintendent  of 
nurses  either  on  that  basis  or  on  a  three-year  permanent 
staff  basis,  and  a  doctor  to  begin  work  about  next  March 
on  either  basis.  Write  the  Brethren  Service  Commission 
at  Elgin,  111.,  for  further  information. 

Ivester  congregation,  Iowa,  will  hold  dedication  serv- 
ices for  the  remodeled  church  building  Nov.  3-5.  Guest 
speakers  will  be  Brethren  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Ray  Zook 
and  Clarence  Sink.  There  will  be  a  basket  lunch  at 
noon  on  Sunday  with  the  dedication  service  at  2:00  p.m. 
A  welcome  is  extended  to  all  former  members  and 
friends.  Thanksgiving  services  will  be  held  on  Nov.  23, 
at  8:00  a.m. 

Packages  to  Austria.  Further  information  has  been 
received  on  how  packages  may  be  sent  to  Austrian  fami- 
lies or  Brethren  Service  workers  since  it  is  now  impos- 
sible to  send  them  through  the  army  post  office  (APO). 
The  most  economical  way  is  to  send  them  to  New 
Windsor,  where  they  will  be  repacked  in  larger  con- 
tainers and  forwarded.  Attach  a  penny  postal,  ad- 
dressing it  to  the  Brethren  Service  center  and  on  reverse 
side  indicate  for  whom  the  package  is  intended. 

Juniata  College 

President  Calvert  N.  Ellis  welcomed  617  students  to 
Juniata  College  for  the  fall  term  as  the  college  observed 
the  beginning  of  its  seventh-fifth  anniversary  year  on 
Sept.  21.  This  is  thirty  below  the  enrollment  for  the 
same  term  last  year.  Of  this  total,  men  students  number 
381  and  women  students  236.  Of  the  245  new  students, 
215  are  freshmen.  This  is  the  largest  group  of  new 
students  since  1946. 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Laurie,  pastor  of  the  Central 
Presbyterian  church  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  delivered  the  con- 
vocation sermon  on  The  Way  Ahead  at  the  Stone  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Sept.  24. 

Six  new  faculty  members  and  two  instructional  as- 
sistants began  their  duties  at  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term.  They  are  Dr.  Eva  Hartzler  of  Belleville,  Pa., 
assistant  professor  of  chemistry,  Dr.  S.  Lees  Booth  of 
Utica,  N.Y.,  assistant  professor  of  economics,  Philip  E, 
Bedient  of  Levering,  Mich.,  instructor  in  mathematics, 
Miss  Miriam  A.  Schlegel  of  Millersburg,  Pa.,  instructo: 
in  elementary  education,  Miss  Lois  P.  Esaley  of  Han 
over,  Pa.,  instructor  in  English,  Miss  Amelia  C.  Murdocl 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  instructor  in  English,  I.  Newton 
Taylor  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  instructional  assistant  in 
economics,  and  Mrs.  Thelma  A.  Anderson  of  Mounl 
Union,  Pa.,  instructional  assistant  in  the  nursery  school. 
J.  Melvin  Rhodes  resumed  his  duties  as  dean  of  students 
after  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  because  of  illness. 
Joseph  L.  Beyer  of  New  York  City  is  the  new  assistan' 
director  of  admissions. 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Shively,  professor  of  mathematici 
emeritus,  withdrew  as  an  active  member  of  the  faculty 
in  September.  He  joined  the  faculty  at  Juniata  in  192C 
and  has  taught  here  since  then  except  for  a  period  ol 
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several  years.  Last  year  the  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  honored  Dr. 
Shively  "in  recognition  of  a  career  of  distinguished  serv- 
ice in  the  cause  of  Christian  higher  education  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren."  He  was  awarded  a  certificate 
for  distinguished  service  at  Annual  Conference  in  Ocean 
Grove,  N.  J. 

The  Charles  C.  Ellis  memorial  scholarship  fund  has 
been  established  in  memory  of  the  late  great  educator, 
churchman  and  president  emeritus  of  Juniata  College. 
Proposed  by  members  of  the  faculty,  administration  and 
board  of  trustees,  the  fund  will  provide  financial  as- 
sistance for  worthy  and  needy  students  at  Juniata  Col- 
lege. 

The  faculty  commilfee  on  Christianity  in  Higher  Edu- 
cation, a  branch  of  the  Student  Christian  Movement, 
held  a  conference  at  Juniata  College,  Oct.  6  and  7,  under 
the  leadership  of  G.  Wayne  Glick,  assistant  professor  of 
Biblical  studies  at  Juniata.  The  committee  was  or- 
ganized in  June  1949  "to  make  the  Christian  faculty 
member  increasingly  aware  of  the  content  and  im- 
plications of  his  faith  and  his  responsibility  for  further- 
ing the  spiritual  life  of  his  campus." 

President  Calvert  N.  Ellis  was  awarded  an  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  at  the  autumn  convocation  of 
the  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  in  Chicago  on  Sept.  6. 
President  Ellis  delivered  the  convocation  address  on 
The  Seminary  Professor  and  World  Crisis.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  seminary  for 
six  years. 

Dr.  Francis  Harvey  Green,  emminent  author  and 
lecturer,  spoke  at  the  first  in  a  series  of  special  programs 
in  observance  of  Juniata's  seventy-fifth  anniversary  year. 
Headmaster  emeritus  of  the  Pennington  School  for  Boys, 
Dr.  Green  was  a  member  of  the  Juniata  faculty  from 
1884  to  1888. 

Grant  Reynard,  famous  modern  painter,  returned  to 
the  campus  on  Oct.  2  and  3  when  he  presented  a 
lecture  in  Oiler  Hall.  An  exhibit  of  paintings  done  by 
Mr.  Reynard  on  his  last  visit  to  Juniata  in  March  1948 
was  displayed  in  the  library.  Mr.  Reynard's  visit  was 
sponsored  by  the  arts  program  of  the  Association  of 
American  Colleges. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Olen  B.  Landis  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the  Shanks  church, 
Pa.,  Oct.  29— Nov.  12. 

Bro.  James  H.  Beahm  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  Yellow  Creek 
church,  Ind.,  Oct.  30— Nov.  12;  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ind., 
Nov.  26— Dec.  3. 

Bro.  Robert  L.  Slrickler  of  Purgitsville,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Kelly- 
Chapel  church,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  2-9;  in  the  White  Pine  church,  W. 
Va.,  Nov.  12-19;  in  the  Bethel  church,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  19— Dec.  3. 

Bro.  Alton  Bucher  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Longenecker 
house,  White  Oak  congregation,  Pa.,  Nov.  5-19. 

Bro.  Glen  W.  Petcher  of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  in  the  Worden  church, 
Wis.,  Oct.  29— Nov.  12. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  in  the  Union  Center 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  5-19. 

Bro.  Herbert  Miller  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  in  the  Monocacy  congre- 
gation, Md.,  Nov.  5. 

Bro.  Charles  Hellzel  of  Conemaugh,  Pa.,  in  the  Carson  Valley 
church.  Pa.,  Oct.  16-29. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  D.  Lealherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Med- 
ford  church,  Oregon,  Oct.  31 — Nov.   12. 

Bro.  John  Good  of  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  in  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict church,  Ohio,  Oct.  29. 

Bro.  Paul  Fike  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  in  the  Beaver  Dam 
church,  Md.,  Oct.  29 — Nov.  5;  in  the  Sams  Creek  church  Nov.  12-19. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Baltic  church,  Ohio. 
Four  baptized  in  the  Astoria  church,  111. 
Two  baptized  in  the  Ozark  church,  Mich 


Five  baptized  in  the  Huntsdale  church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Rock  Run  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Little  Pine  church,  N.  C. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Cherry  Grove  church.  111. 

Nineteen  added  to  the  Albany  church,  Oregon. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Worthington  church,  Minn. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Winter  Park  church,  Fla. 

One  baptized  in  the  Valley  Bethel  church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Shelby  County  church,  Mo. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  Md. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Mechanic  Grove  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Second  church,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Douglas  Park  church,  Chicago,  111. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Kemper  church,  Spring  Grove  congrega- 
tion, Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Pottstown 
church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple  Grove 
church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  La  Motte  Prairie 
church,  111. 

Twenty-one  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Reed- 
ley  church,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Chippewa 
Valley  church,  Wis. 

Seven  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Walnut 
Grove  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Eleven  baptized,  several  awaiting  the  rite  and  two  received  by 
letter  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  Md. 

Four  received  by  letter,  one  on  former  baptism  and  five  re- 
consecrated in  the  Clovis  church,  N.  Mex. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  October  29 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Growing  Through  Reading  and  Medita- 
tion.—Acts  17:10-15;  Phil.  4:8-9;  1  Tim.  4:12-16;  2  Tim.  2:15;  4: 
13.  Memory  Selection:  Whatever  is  true,  whatever  is  honorable, 
whatever  is  just,  whatever  is  pure,  whatever  is  lovely,  whatever 
is  gracious,  if  there  is  any  excellence,  if  there  is  anything  worthy 
of  praise,  think  about  these  things.   Phil.  4:  8  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  October,  Exploring  the  Bible. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS 

Western  Region. — McPherson,  Kansas,  Nov.  10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Western.— Oak  Grove,  Oct.  28. 

Ohio,  Northwestern. — Lima,  Oct.  31 — Nov.  2. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern. — West  Greentree,  Nov.  1,  2. 

Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. — 

Philadelphia,  Bethany,  Pa.,  Nov.  7,  8. 

Washington.— Seattle,  Nov.  15-19. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Florida  Oklahoma 

Nov.  4,  Jacksonville.  Oct.   30,   Washita. 

Illinois  Nov.  6,  Pleasant  Plains. 

Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Panther  Creek.  Pennsylvania 

Nov.  4    La  Motte  Prairie.  Oct.  28,  2  pm,  Akron. 

Nov    17    Allison  Prairie  °ct-  28-  6:30  Pm-  Indian  Creek. 

Nov.  17,  Allison  prairie.  Qct    2Q    2g    10.15  ^    Big  gwa_ 

Indiana  tara    Hanoverdale. 

Oct.  28,  Howard.  Oct.  28,  29,  10:30  am,  Antietam. 

Oct.  28,  7:30  pm,  Laporte.  0ct    29,  Carson  Valley. 

Oct.   29,   7:30  pm,   Muncie.  0ct    29,  Clover  Creek. 

Nov.    12,    South   Bend,    Second.  0ct    29,  Mountville. 

Nov.   14,  Yellow  Creek.  0ct    29,  6:30  pm,  Mt.  Olivet. 

Nov.  20,  Plymouth.  Qct.  29,  7  pm,  Leamersville. 

Iowa  Oct.     29,     7:30     pm.     Mechanic 
Nov.  5,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Etna.  Grove. 

Nov.  24,  7  pm,  Ivester.  Nov.  4,  1:30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 

Kansas  Nov-  5>  BoilinS  Springs. 

Oct.  29,   7:30  pm.   Belleville.  Nov.  5.  6  pm,  Long  Run 

Nov.   6    7:30   pm.    Scott   Valley  N°V-  B.  1 pm,  Martinsburg 

Community  N°v'    5-    7    Pm'    York-    Madison 

Avenue. 

Maryland  Nov  5   7:30  pm   upper  Claar. 

Oct.  28,  2:30  pm,  Longmeadow.  Nov    n    12    2  pm>  Myerstown. 

Oct.  29.  Flower  Hill.  Nov    12_  cherry  Lane. 

Oct.  29,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove.  Nov    12    10:15  am_  Shrewsbury. 

Nov.  4,  6:30  pm,  Laurel  Branch.  Nov    12   7  pm    Germantown. 

Nov.  11,  2:30  pm,  Broadfording.  Nov    12    7  pm    Salisbury. 
Nov.  12,  6:30  pm,  Monocacy.  Tennessee 

Ohio  Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Knob  Creek. 
Oct.  28,  29,  Prices  Creek.  Virginia 

Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Happy  Corner.  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Front  Royal. 

Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Stonelick.  Nov.  19,  5  pm,  Roanoke,  Ninth. 
Nov.   11,  7:30  pm,   Salem.  West  Virginia 

Nov.  18,  Beaver  Creek.  Nov.   19,   White  Pine. 

Nov.  20,  Lick  Creek.  Dec.  3,   Bethel. 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


When  laymen  are  well  trained 
in  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith,  theological  conflicts  are  less 
likely  to  divide  our  churches,  and 
interest  in  worship  grows 


J?eti  ^/eacA  Out  Jdaumen  ^UealotfU 


A  GREAT  deal  has  been  written 
in  an  attempt  to  explain  why 
the  Christian  church  has  not 
grown  as  it  might  have  in  the  past 
several  decades.  Some  writers  would 
place  the  responsibility  at  the  feet 
of  the  clergy.  Others  would  say  it  is 
a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
laymen.  Perhaps  both  opinions  are 
correct  and  yet  again  it  may  be 
possible  that  neither  group  has  lent 
itself  in  a  cooperative  way  to  make 
the  church  what  it  should  be. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Milton  C.  Early 

Kansas  City,  Kansas 


It  is  being  argued  by  some  that 
people  will  go  to  hear  "Bible" 
preaching.  The  value  of  truly  great 
Biblical  preaching  will  not  be  argued 
and  God  only  knows  how  sadly  it 
is  lacking.  But  what  is  generally 
meant  by  "Bible"  preaching  is  not 
entirely  clear.  Much  of  this  so-called 
"Bible"  preaching  is  based  on  a 
legalistic  position  about  which  most 
people    have    little     understanding. 


Authoritarians  have  always  been 
persuasive  and  probably  always  will 
be.  Men  must  learn  to  discern  the 
truth  by  the  help  and  the  grace  of 
God.  Where  does  the  problem 
actually  lie,  and  what  is  its  solution? 
There  is  an  angle  to  our  problem  of 
churchliness  and  Christian  under- 
standing which  needs  the  attention 
of  more  pastors  than  it  has  received. 
The  body  of  laymen  in  the  church  is 
generally  lacking  in  the  understand- 
ing of  the  great  Christian  tenets  and 
doctrine — their  theology  being  either 
a  sadly  neglected  area  or  a  perverted 


and  erroneous  concept.  Churches 
can  and  must  do  something  about 
this  need  before  we  can  hope  for 
a  permanent  change  in  general  Prot- 
estant church  interest. 

Something  can  be  done  and  is  be- 
ing done  in  some  places.  Laymen 
are  being  taught  theology;  it  is  not 
necessarily  called  by  that  name,  but 
the  teaching  is  being  done.  All  too 
long  churches  have  wondered  why 
there  is  so  much  contention,  division 
and  differences  in  their  ranks.  The 
answer  is  simple.  A  layman  listens 
to  his  pastor  preach,  then  hears  a 
radio  preacher,  and  later  attends  an 
enthusiastic  esoteric  group  meeting, 
all  within  a  week.  He,  resultingly, 
has  heard  conflicting  points  of  view. 
The  youth  may  be  taught  by  a  person 
with  one  point  of  view  in  the  Sun- 
day-school class,  and  another  in  the 
youth  organizational  meeting,  and  a 
third  from  the  pulpit.  The  only 
normal  thing  to  expect  is  a  dissatis- 
fied member  who  does  not  know  why 
he  feels  the  way  he  does.  Crisis  will 
inevitably  arise  and  the  whole 
church  becomes  a  problem.  It  is 
high  time  courses  be  taught  by  the 
pastor  or  some  competent  leadership 
where  theology  is  dealt  with  in  such 
a  way  as  to  create  an  understanding 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  thereby 
unify  the  thinking  of  the  laymen. 

Let  pastors  now  begin  to  decide 
to  do  something  basic  about  this 
problem.  Here  is  a  suggested  plan  of 
action. 

Decide  upon  a  course  for  your 
church,  taking  care  to  see  that 
the  church  is  well  informed  on 
what  is  taking  place.  The  plan 
should  be  thoroughly  worked  out 
and  presented  to  some  responsible 
group  such  as  a  church  cabinet. 
Special  care  should  be  taken  to 
make  certain  the  cabinet  thoroughly 
understands  that  this  course  is  not 
to  operate  at  the  exclusion  of  any 
church  member.  Then  it  is  wise  to 
present  the  matter  before  the  entire 
church  so  that  everyone  is  informed 
about  the  program.  Those  who  are 
selected  for  the  course,  numbering 
not  more  than  eight  or  ten  and  even 
as  few  at  times  as  three,  are  selected 
principally  on  the  basis  of  interest. 
They  will  meet  for  a  period  of  six 
sessions  during  the  Sunday-school 
hour.  As  this  group  finishes  the 
course,  following  a  period  of  a  few 
Sundays,  another  like  number  is 
selected  and  taken  through  the  same 
course.  When  teachers  are  chosen 
who  have  class  responsibilities  on 
Sunday  mornings,  they  are  asked  to 
secure  their  assistants  for  this  period 
of  time.  One  can  see  that  if  this  plan 
is  followed  over  a  period  of  years, 


Books  Recently  Added  to  the 
Elgin  Loon  Librory 


Leadership  Education 

Guiding  Children  in  the  Nursery 
Class,  by  Carlson.   1948 

What  Is  Happening  in  Religious  Ed- 
ucation, by  Johnson.    1948 

Stewardship  and  Church  Finance 
Stewardship  for  Children,  by  Fisher 

Worship 

More  Stories  for  Junior  Worship,  by 
Kelsey.    1948 

The  Bible 

Paul,  the  Victorious,  by  Slattery. 
1936 

Music 

Master  Choruses,  compiled  by  Ross, 
Smallman  &  Matthews.  1933.  (For 
the  adult  choir) 

Happy  Days,  by  Cooperative  Recre- 
ation Service.   (Songster) 


Race  Relations 

The  Golden  Rule  in  Race  Relations, 

by  Davage 
Reason,  Religion  and  Race,  by  Elea- 

zer.    1950 

The  Rural  Church 
The  Rural  Church  Today  and  To- 
morrow, by  Home  Mission  Council 

The  Community 

Housing  America,  by  Haefner.    1940 

Recreation 

Recreation  Activities  for  Adults,  by 

National    Recreation    Association. 

1950 

Camping 

Administration  of  the  Modern  Camp, 

by  Dimock.   1948 
The  Handbook  of  Day  Camping,  by 

Jobe.  1949 
Nature  Lore,  by  Carlson.   1945 


practically  all  the  potential  and 
actual  leadership  in  the  local  church 
will  have  the  advantage  of  the 
course.  It  would  therefore  follow  in 
due  time  that  the  entire  church  will 
be  moving  as  a  unit  in  a  definite 
direction. 

It  should  be  said  again  that  it  is 
not  always  necessary  for  the  pastor 
to  conduct  this  course.  In  the 
average  small  church,  however,  he 
would  be  a  logical  person. 

The  content  of  the  sessions  would 
vary  according  to  the  need  of  the 
group.  Briefly,  the  first  session  might 
include  an  introduction  to  the  course 
by  means  of  presenting  a  wholesome 
point  of  view  on  the  understanding 
of  the  Bible.  The  next  session 
would  include  the  doctrine  of  God, 
and  the  third  on  some  of  the  other 
Christian  doctrines,  as  that  of  sin, 
guilt,  forgiveness  and  salvation.  A 
session  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  might  follow,  with  a  fifth  on 
the  doctrine  of  future  things.  In  the 
sixth  a  review  and  summary  would 
be  appropriate. 

There  are  some  very  fine  books  to 
help  the  pastor  or  teacher  in  con- 
ducting such  a  course.  The  Hazen 
series  on  religion,  Ideals  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Kurtz, 
Basic  Belief  by  Frantz,  the  Message 
of  the  Christian  Church  by  Kurtz, 
the  Theology  of  the  New  Testament 
by  Stevens,  and  good  harmonies  like 
A.  C.  Wieand's  Gospel  Records  of 
the   Message   and   Mission   of   Jesus 


Christ  and  Burton  and  Goodspeed's 
Harmony  of  the  Synoptic  Gospels. 
An  outline  of  Christian  Theology  by 
Clark,  Studies  in  Doctrines  and  De- 
votion by  Kurtz,  and  books  and 
literature  presenting  a  history  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

When  pastors  begin  training  their 
laymen  in  sound  and  well-grounded 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith, 
satisfying  their  hunger  for  the  deep 
truths  that  make  religion  live, 
churches  will  have  less  and  less 
theological  conflict  and  an  increased 
interest  in  worship  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Of  course,  we  do  not  claim  that 
this  is  the  entire  solution  to  the 
church  attendance  problem,  but  we 
do  seriously  need  to  intensify  our 
concern  and  effort  at  this  point  in 
our  church  life.  Laymen  must  be 
given  a  sound  theological  faith.  A 
rich  blessing  is  in  store  for  all  who 
will  earnestly  try  this  adventure. 


A  Valuable  Aid  —  to  ministers, 
teachers,  and  other  Christian  work- 
ers is  the  International  Journal  of 
Religious  Education. 

Every  church  should  make  avail- 
able the  resources  of  the  Interna- 
tional Journal  to  its  workers,  either 
by  club  subscription  or  by  placing 
copies  regularly  in  the  library. 
Write  to  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  for  further  information. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anella  C.  Mow 


Rozella  Welsh  Lunkley 

Mrs.  Charles  Albin 

Ottumwa,   Iowa 

WHEN  Rozella  and  her  fiance, 
Charles  Lunkley,  began  at- 
tending our  church  in  Ot- 
tumwa I  learned  to  know  her.  Both 
she  and  Charles  grew  up  in  this 
Iowa  community. 

Rozella  is  the  only  daughter  of 
James  and  Jennie  Welsh.  She  was 
born  Jan.  1,  1920.  There  are  four 
sons  in  the  family,  one  being  a  min- 
ister in  the  Baptist  Church.  She 
grew  up  in  a  good  Christian  home. 
The  parents  loved  God  and  the 
church.  Rozella  learned  to  love  the 
things  they  loved. 

She  graduated  from  the  Ottumwa 
high  school  in  1939.  I  believe  it  was 
during  her  high  school  days  that  she 
and  Charles  began  keeping  company. 
It  was  also  during  this  time  that 
they  began  attending  our  church. 

When  I  was  asked  to  write  this 
biographical  sketch,  I  accepted,  hop- 
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ing  that  I  might  write  it  in  such  a 
way  that  you  might  learn  to  know 
and  love  Rozella  too,  and  that  your 
prayers  might  go  with  her  and  her 
family  to  their  chosen  field,  Africa. 

After  her  high  school  days  Rozella 
remained  at  home  for  a  time  helping 
with  home  duties.  She  was  always 
a  dependable  girl.  After  attending 
our  church  for  a  time,  she  and 
Charles  decided  to  unite  with  this 
church;  they  were  baptized  Feb.  6, 
1938.  They  were  faithful  attendants 
at  the  services. 

The  courtship  of  Charles  and 
Rozella  led  them  to  be  united  by 
holy  wedlock,  and  on  the  eve  of 
May  1,  1939,  they  were  married  by 
their  pastor.  They  remained  in 
Ottumwa,  living  near  the  church  for 
a  while.  Rozella  helped  in  what- 
ever capacity  she  could  in  the 
church,  teaching  in  vacation  Bible 
school  and  assisting  with  the  music. 
Soon  they  felt  the  need  for  con- 
secrating themselves  to  more  definite 
Christian  service  and  Charles  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  Then  they 
felt  the  need  for  further  prepara- 
tion for  the  ministry,  and  in  the  fall 


Serving 
the  Church 
in  Africa 


Charles  and  Rozella  Lunkley  and 
their  children,  James  and  Carolyn 


of  1940  they  entered  McPherson  Col- 
lege, McPherson,  Kansas.  During 
their  third  and  fourth  years  in  col- 
lege they  were  in  charge  of  the  boys' 
dormitory,  and  the  boys  lovingly 
spoke  of  them  as  "Mom"  and  "Pop." 
Rozella  was  a  special  student  and 
audited  several  courses.  She  also 
took  care  of  their  home. 

After  finishing  their  college  work 
in  the  spring  of  1944  they  decided  to 
continue  their  preparation,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1944,  they  entered  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  service  wherever  God 
called  them.  In  the  interim  of 
graduating  from  McPherson  College, 
and  going  on  to  the  seminary,  a 
daughter,  Carolyn  was  born  to  them. 
In  their  last  year  at  Bethany  a  son, 
James  was  born  to  them.  Along  with 
these  duties  and  privileges,  she  has 
also  been  very  much  interested  in 
those  things  which  Charles  has  been 
interested  in. 

Rozella  is  a  very  modest,  quiet 
person  with  a  winning  personality. 
She  is  an  understanding  mother.  She 
is  always  patient  and  kind  with 
everyone,  especially  with  those  of 
her  own  household. 

There  were  other  influences  out- 
side her  church  and  her  family  that 
helped   in   deciding  for   the   Africa 


mission  field.  Rozella  told  me  that 
though  they  had  been  thinking  of 
the  foreign  mission  field  they  did 
not  definitely  decide  for  the  Africa 
field  until  one  summer  spent  in  camp 
at  Pine  Lake.  Dick  Burger  was  one 
of  the  instructors.  Dick  had  already 
spent  one  term  of  service  in  Africa. 
His  enthusiasm  for  the  Africa  field 
touched  the  heartstrings  of  this 
consecrated  young  couple.  Along 
with  the  pictures  he  told  about  the 
desperate  physical  suffering  of  the 
African  people  and  their  complete 
ignorance  of  a  loving  Savior,  who 
could  so  richly  bless  their  lives.  Thus 
it  was,  that  the  Lunkleys  decided  to 
give  their  lives  in  service  to  the 
African  people  if  the  opportunity 
was  afforded  them.  As  a  result  of 
this  decision  great  peace  and  the 
assurance  that  this  was  where  God 
would  have  them  serve  him  came 
into  their  hearts.  Their  church, 
which  they  have  learned  to  love,  has 
seen  fit  to  call  them  to  the  Africa 
field.  So  it  was  at  the  missionary 
convocation  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence held  in  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J.,  that 
Charles  and  Rozella  Lunkley  were 
consecrated  for  the  Africa  mission 
field. 

May  the  prayers  of  all  who  remain 
here  go  with  them  and  their  family 
as  they  go  to  their  chosen  field, 
Africa. 


Charles  W.  Lunkley 

Charles   A.   Albin 


Ottumwa,  Iowa 


CHARLES  WESLEY  LUNKLEY 
was  born  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 
on  July  2,  1918.  He  is  the  oldest 
son  of  John  and  Olive  Lunkley;  three 
boys  and  one  girl  made  up  this 
family.  This  childhood  home  was 
very  simple  and  modest  in  all  ways. 
The  home  was  moved  from  South 
Dakota  to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  while 
Charles  was  still  young.  The  parents 
in  their  gracious,  unselfish  manner 
gave  good  counsel  and  education  to 
this  family.  Charles  graduated  from 
the  Ottumwa  High  School  in  1936. 
In  this  last  year  of  high  school 
Charles  and  his  friend,  Rozella 
Welsh,  began  fellowshiping  with  a 
young  couple  who  were  members 
of  our  church,  and  they  became 
regular  attendants  at  Sunday  school 
and  church  services.  The  interest 
and  religious  experience  seemed  to 
start  immediately  the  growth  of  a 
deep  Christian  faith  which  called  for 
definite  consecration  of  life.  The 
congregation  heard  Charles  make 
his  confession  of  Christ,  and  by 
baptism  he  entered  into  fellowship 


with  the  Savior  and  the  church  on 
Feb.  6,  1938. 

Charles  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Rozella  Welsh  on  May  1,  1939.  This 
was  the  development  of  a  friendship 
that  had  begun  in  high  school  days. 
Their  home  was  established  within 
a  few  blocks  of  the  church.  Charles 
started  working  in  the  electrical 
division  of  the  John  Morrell  meat- 
packing company  and  he  contin- 
ued with  this  job  for  three  years. 
However,  Charles  was  feeling  the 
call  for  some  definite  commitment 
in  another  field.  The  field  of 
medicine  and  the  ministry  both 
seemed  to  be  calling  for  his  atten- 
tion. Meditation,  prayer,  study  and 
counsel  led  him  to  volunteer  for  the 
ministry.  The  church  aproved  this 
call  and  on  April  30,  1939,  Charles 
W.  Lukley  was  licensed  to  the 
ministry. 

Preparation  for  work  in  the  church 
for  which  he  was  learning  to  have 
greater  appreciation  as  time  went  on 
occupied  a  major  part  of  his  thinking 
and  planning.  The  decision  was 
made  that  he  should  prepare  him- 
self by  studying  at  McPherson  Col- 
lege, McPherson,  Kansas.  It  was  in 
the  fall  of  1940  that  he  took  up 
residence  at  McPherson  to  begin  the 
four-year  course  of  study  which  he 
completed  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1944. 

The  years  spent  at  college  were 
pleasant.  It  was  a  time  of  accumulat- 
ing knowledge  and  necessary  train- 
ing for  future  work  and  in  getting 
acquainted  with  many  leaders  of  the 
church  from  both  the  home  and  the 
foreign  fields.  This  widening  of 
church  acquaintance  was  very  help- 
ful as  heretofore  he  had  been  limit- 
ed to  the  local  congregation,  and  for 
not  too  long  a  time  at  that.  The 
naturalness  with  which  he  fitted  into 
the  church  and  college  life  was  very 
remarkable. 

College  meant  hard  work,  for 
while  the  courses  of  study  were  the 
major  emphasis,  outside  work  was 
necessary  to  meet  financial  obliga- 
tions. Charles  did  electrical  work 
for  the  college  and  for  an  electrical 
company  in  downtown  McPherson 
besides  being  head  resident  at 
Fahnestock  Hall.  This  work  did  not 
keep  Charles  from  taking  part  in 
extracurricular  activities,  for  he  was 
a  member  of  the  a  capella  choir  and 
of  the  debating  club. 

Charles  found  that  his  college  had 
not  only  prepared  him  for  but  had 
created  a  desire  in  him  to  attend  his 
seminary.  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary enrolled  him  for  his  first  year 
of  work  in  1944.  The  following  three 
years  were  busy  but  delightful.   The 


courses  in  Biblical  interpretation, 
Bible  knowledge,  church  adminis- 
tration, music,  mental  health,  mis- 
sions, and  the  many  other  classes 
were  creative  religious  experiences 
which  further  prepared  Charles  for 
pastoral  work.  Work  at  the  school 
and  at  Sears  Roebuck  and  Company 
provided  the  necessary  income  to 
meet  expenses  for  home  and  school 
so  no  indebtedness  was  incurred. 

General  administrative  church 
work  and  pastoral  activities  were  not 
foreign  to  Charles  when  he  received 
his  B.  D.  degree  in  the  spring  of  1947. 
He  had  served  as  summer  pastor  in 
the  Fredonia  church  in  Southeastern 
Kansas  in  1943,  in  the  Liberty ville 
church  and  the  Ottumwa  church  in 
Southern  Iowa  in  1944,  1945,  and 
1946.  He  also  served  the  Prairie  City 
congregation  in  Middle  Iowa  on 
week  ends  during  his  senior  year 
in  the  seminary.  The  Prairie  City 
church  called  him  to  be  full-time 
pastor  at  the  conclusion  of  his  sem- 
inary work.  There  Charles  has 
served  in  the  local  church,  the  com- 
munity and  the  district  for  three 
years.  The  church  has  grown  under 
this  ministry  with  members  being 
added,  by  studies  in  missions  and 
Brethren  service,  by  an  adequate 
parsonage  being  bought,  remodeled, 
and  made  fully  modern,  and  a 
church  farm  program  being  de- 
veloped for  the  kingdom's  work.  The 
Middle  District  of  Iowa  has  been 
blessed  by  the  services  of  Charles, 
for  he  has  served  on  various  boards 
and  committees,  has  been  one  of  the 
leaders  of  Camp  Pine  Lake.  For  two 
years  he  served  on  the  Iowa  project 
committee,  and  was  moderator  of  the 
Stover  Memorial  district  conference 
in  1949. 

Two  children  were  born  to  this 
home  of  Charles  and  Rozella  Lunk- 
ley. Carolyn  Jean  was  born  Sept. 
1,  1944  in  the  Ottumwa  hospital; 
this  year  finds  Carolyn  completing 
her  first  year  of  school.  James  Wes- 
ley was  born  in  the  Bethany  Hospital 
on  May  20,  1947. 

Three  years  after  Charles  was  li- 
censed to  the  ministry  the  Ottumwa 
congregation  advanced  him  to  the 
full  ministry  and  he  was  installed  as 
a  regular  minister  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  July  5,  1942.  The 
elders  of  the  Middle  District  of  Iowa 
felt  that  he  had  developed  and 
proved  himself  worthy  to  be  or- 
dained as  an  elder;  so  Elder  Paul 
Miller  and  the  writer  conducted  the 
ordination  service  on  Oct.  15,  1947  in 
the  Prairie  City  church,  which  ad- 
vanced Charles  to  the  eldership. 
Continued   on   page   22 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


D.  G.  Berkebile 

Pastor,  West  Goshen  Church,  Indiana 


1WAS  a  young  man  of  twenty 
when  the  church,  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  called  me  to  the 
ministry.  I  was  teaching  school  and 
thought  of  teaching,  as  I  still  do,  as 
a  door  of  opportunity  for  Christian 
service.  So  for  seventeen  years 
teaching  and  preaching  or  farming 
and  preaching  were  companion  serv- 
ices. Now  more  than  thirty  years 
have  been  spent  in  the  pastoral  min- 
istry. These  have  been  good  years. 
No  greater  joy  can  come  to  any  one 
than  to  be  used  of  God  in  bringing 
people  to  Christ  and  then  helping 
them  to  grow  into  faithful  servants 
of  the  Master.  Certainly,  there  were 
times  of  testing.  But  in  what  line 
of  work  can  we  be  engaged  and 
escape  all  trials?  The  minister,  as 
well  as  the  layman,  needs  the  dross 
burned  out  of  his  life  and  that  takes 
place  in  the  crucible  of  our  trials. 

I  would  choose  the  ministry  again, 
provided,  of  course,  that  I  felt  again 
the  call  of  God. 

First,  because  I  love  God  and  want 
to  be  obedient  to  him.  Again  and 
again  Paul  emphasizes  the  fact  that 
the  Lord  had  laid  his  hand  upon  him 
and  that  he  was  a  bondservant  of  his 
Lord.  Not  many  of  us  have  had  the 
thrilling  experience  of  the  apostle, 
but  we  can  be  assured  of  the  divine 
call.  That  being  true,  we  will  never 
be  really  happy  until  we  are  con- 
scious of  being  in  his  will.  "Woe  is 
me,"  says  the  apostle,  "if  I  preach 
not  the  gospel." 

My  second  reason  for  choosing  the 
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ministry  again  is  the  need.  Isaiah 
saw  that  he  dwelt  in  the  midst  of 
a  people  of  unclean  lips.  Paul  de- 
sired to  go  to  Rome  that  he  might 
impart  unto  them  some  spiritual  gift 
and  that  they  might  be  established. 
Jesus  said,  "Say  not  ye  there  are  yet 
four  months  and  then  cometh  the 
harvest,  I  say  unto  you,  lift  up  your 
eyes  and  look  on  the  fields  that  they 
are  ripe  already  unto  harvest."  How 
true  that  is  today.  Thank  God  for 
the  many  noble  Christians  about  us, 
but  there  are  far  too  many  who  are 
yet  strangers  to  Christ.  Some  one 
must  help  them  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  him.  That  is  our 
unique  opportunity. 

Then,  too,  we  live  in  a  difficult 
time.  Parents  of  children  are  being 
sorely  tested  these  days.  They  need 
our  sympathy  and  help  that  they 
may  be  able  to  lead  their  families 
aright.  With  the  radio  and  television 
with  their  misleading  advertisements 
and  influence,  racial  and  economic 
unrest,  with  strikes  and  war  propa- 
ganda, they  need  our  help  in  pro- 
moting the  ideals  of  Christ.  The 
children  are  tempted  on  every  hand 
and  need  the  sympathetic  considera- 
tion of  the  man  of  God.  Who,  better 
than  the  pastor,  can  give  this? 

My  third  reason  for  choosing  again 
the  ministry  may  seem  a  bit  selfish, 
but  certainly  there  is  no  vocation 
that  gives  greater  opportunity  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  best  people  than 
the  ministry.  We  find  ourselves 
challenged  again  and  again  by  those 
saints  who  have  come  through  great 
tribulation  and  who  have  come  out 


more  than  conquerors  through  him 
who  loved  them.  There  are  widows 
with  little  of  the  world's  goods,  but 
rich  in  the  things  of  the  spirit.  Then 
the  young  people  with  all  their  en- 
thusiasm, giving  of  their  time  and 
talents  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 
To  fellowship  with  them  in  their 
homes  and  share  in  their  joys  and 
sorrows  and  to  be  helpful  to  them 
even  in  a  small  way  is  to  experience 
real  joy. 

Ministers'  families  may  be  de- 
prived of  some  of  the  luxuries  that 
others  enjoy,  but  with  the  parents 
giving  themselves  in  service,  the 
children,  too,  come  to  recognize 
service  to  one  another  as  the 
highest  ideal  of  life.  Then  with  the 
coming  into  our  homes  of  the  great 
men  and  women  of  the  church,  our 
children  enjoy  a  real  blessing. 

Our  church  has  made  real  progress 
in  her  attitude  to  the  ministry  and 
young  men  should  not  hesitate  to  say 
with  Isaiah,  "Here  am  I,  send  me." 


Charles  Lunkley 

Continued  from  page  21 
Missions  have  been  a  part  of  the 
church  program  through  the  years. 
Charles  discovered  through  his 
church  attendance,  years  of  training, 
and  his  pastoral  ministry  how 
definite  and  important  a  part  this 
phase  of  the  work  is  to  the  ongoing 
task  of  evangelism.  He  has  had  a 
long-time  interest  in  the  healing 
ministry  and  in  aiding  the  sick,  and 
Continued  on  page  24 


Thinking  About  the  News 

Peacemakers 

AFTER  a  molion  picture  on  the  life  of  Hiawatha,  famous  Indian  chief, 
had  been  in  preparation  for  six  months,  the  project  was  suddenly 
dropped  by  a  Hollywood  studio.  The  script  dealing  with  Longfellow's 
Indian  hero  was  ready  for  filming  but  suddenly  the  whole  idea  was 
shelved.  Why?  Because  Hiawatha  was  a  peacemaker  among  warring 
Indian  tribes.  And  peacemaking  efforts  might  be  considered  by  a  movie 
audience  as  helping  the  Communists. 

This  absurd  incident  points  up  the  extent  to  which  fear  of  communism 
has  taken  us.  It  shows  us  why  the  hasty  action  of  Congress  in  passing 
a  law  to  register  and  control  Communists  (in  spite  of  the  President's  veto) 
needs  to  be  soberly  reconsidered  when  that  body  reconvenes.  If  the  story 
of  Hiawatha  is  considered  subversive,  what  could  be  said  about  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount?  And  how  about  that  international  organization,  the  Chris- 
tian church?  We  may  be  setting  the  pattern  by  which  the  freedom  to  speak 
as  a  Christian  is  denied  along  with  the  freedom  to  speak  as  a  Communist. 
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ut  there  is  another  side  to  the  news.  In  spite  of  some  evidences  of 
hysteria,  you  can  read  of  sensible  actions  that  rise  above  fear  and  prejudice. 
Take,  for  example,  the  selection  of  Dr.  Ralph  Bunche  to  receive  the  Nobel 
prize  for  peace.  He  is  the  Negro  statesman,  now  director  of  the  trusteeship 
division  of  the  United  Nations,  who  succeeded  in  concluding  the  armistice 
agreements  settling  the  conflict  in  Palestine  between  Arabs  and  the  Jewish 
stale.  The  committee  which  awards  the  Nobel  prize  does  not  make  public 
the  reasons  for  its  choice.  But  this  honor  to  a  modest,  hard-working, 
public  servant,  who  happens  to  be  a  Negro,  will  be  acclaimed  everywhere 
among  those  who  believe  in  a  brotherhood  bigger  than  any  one  race  or 
nation. 


Around  the  World 

Intellectuals  Urged  to  Work  for 
Peace 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  in- 
ternational congress  of  Pax  Romana 
urged  intellectuals  of  all  races  and 
religions  to  work  for  the  establish- 
ment of  lasting  peace.  Pax  Romana 
is  a  world  federation  of  Catholic 
university  graduates  and  under- 
graduates. 

As  their  share  in  promoting  lasting 
peace,  the  delegates  pledged  them- 
selves to  (1)  pursue  disinterested 
research  for  truth;  (2)  defend  spirit- 
!  ual  values  threatened  by  material- 
ism; (3)  intensify  their  contributions 
of  Christian  thought  to  modern  cul- 
ture; (4)  perfect  their  competence  in 
order  fully  to  assume  their  respon- 
sibilities in  the  exercise  of  their 
professions,  (5)  promote  the  Chris- 
tian order  in  political,  economic  and 
social  fields. 

Quaker  Group  to  Leave  United 
States 

Twenty-five   Quaker   residents   of 

iFairhope,     Ala.,     have     decided     to 

emigrate  to  Costa  Rica  so  that  they 

I  may  be  free  from  military  demands 

:and  from  paying  "war  taxes."    This 

1 1  announcement    came    from    Hubert 

1  Mendenhall,  the  spokesman  for  the 

I  j  group  who  range  in  age  from  twenty 

to  eighty  years.    Most  of  them  are 

farmers. 


"Our  economy  has  become  so  in- 
volved with  military  effort  through- 
out the  world,"  Mr.  Mendenhall  said, 
"that  a  person  can  hardly  make  a 
living  here  without  being  a  part  of 
that  system." 

A  spokesman  for  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  said  that 
this  would  be  the  first  instance  in 
American  history  that  a  group  of 
Quakers  had  left  the  country  be- 
cause of  their  religious  pacifist  con- 
victions. 

Mennonites  Reaffirm  Pacifist 
Position 

The  historic  pacifist  position  of  the 
Mennonites  was  reaffirmed  at  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference 
Mennonite   Church  held  in  August. 

'We  believe,"  the  statement 
adopted  said,  "that  war  is  altogether 
contrary  to  the  teaching  and  spirit  of 
Christ  and  the  gospel;  that  war  is 
sin,  as  in  all  manner  of  carnal  strife; 
that  it  is  wrong  in  spirit  and  method 
as  well  as  in  purpose,  and  destructive 
in  its  results. 

"Therefore,  if  we  profess  the  prin- 
ciple of  peace  and  nevertheless  en- 
gage in  warfare  and  strife,  we  as 
Christians  become  guilty  of  sin  and 
fall  under  the  condemnation  of 
Christ  the  righteous  Judge." 

"It  is  our  conviction,"  the  state- 
ment said,   "that  only  the  applica- 


tion of  the  principles  of  peace,  love, 
justice,  liberty  and  international 
goodwill  makes  for  the  highest  wel- 
fare of  our  country,  and  the  highest 
welfare  of  our  country  must 
harmonize  with  the  highest  welfare 
of  humanity  everywhere." 

Methodist     Youth     Urge     World 
Peace  Measures 

Measures  for  restoring  world  peace 
and  goodwill  and  preserving  democ- 
racy were  proposed  by  the  national 
conference  of  Methodist  youth  at 
its  annual  session  in  Denver,  Colo. 

The  one-hundred  fifty  delegates 
endorsed  the  Quaker  proposals  for 
peace,  which  include  the  encourage- 
ment of  trade  between  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe,  strengthening  of 
the  UN,  and  new  efforts  to  reach 
"some  just  understanding  with  the 
Soviet  Union  and  other  concerned 
nations  regarding  a  peace  treaty  for 
Germany  which  would  unite  that 
country  and  stabilize  the  European 
situation." 

The  conference  also  adopted  a 
report  opposing  peacetime  conscrip- 
tion and  universal  military  training, 
saying  that  these  were  "a  threat  to 
the  principle  of  democracy  and  to 
civilian  control  over  government 
and  other  areas  of  national  life." 
The  delegates  also  refused  to  endorse 
or  support  war  or  to  allow  the  facili- 
ties of  the  organization  to  be  used 
for  war  preparation  or  furtherance. 

Canadian  Church  Report  Asks 
World    Government 

A  system  of  world  government  to 
ban  war  was  proposed  in  a  report 
on  The  Church  and  International 
Affairs  submitted  to  the  general 
council  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  which  met  in  September. 

"The  time  has  come,"  it  states, 
"when  in  this  politically  new  and 
contracting  world  it  should  be  pos- 
sible on  spiritual  foundations  to 
build,  organize  and  administer  all 
over  the  earth  a  system  of  law  and 
government  that  would  effectually 
outlaw  war.  Peoples  or  govern- 
ments unwilling  to  accept  such  a 
system  at  first  should  be  granted 
permission  to  do  so  at  a  later  date." 

"All  war  is  inherently  evil,"  the 
report  states.  "War  cannot  in  itself 
be  justified  by  restricting  it  or  at- 
tempting to  limit  its  horror  or 
totality.  Even  a  decision  of  an  in- 
ternational judicial  tribunal  as  to 
which  party  is  an  aggressor  does  not 
rid  war  of  the  evil  inherent  in  it." 

The  immediate  responsibility  of 
Christians,  according  to  the  report, 
is  to  promote  the  establishment  of 
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world  order,  law  and  government 
and  to  urge  such  curtailment  of 
national  sovereignty  as  may  be 
necessary  to  establish  an  adequate 
world  authority  and  the  removal  of 
restrictions  on  trade  and  immigra- 
tion. 

In  the  report  three  alternatives 
were  offered  to  a  Christian  in  case 
a  war  involved  Canada:  (1)  to 
identify  himself  with  his  fellows  in 
the  war  effort;  (2)  to  witness  against 
the  sins  which  lead  to  war  by  with- 
holding support  of  the  war  and  sub- 
stituting efforts  at  reconciliation  and 
relief;  (3)  to  oppose  his  country's 
policy  when  he  believes  it  to  be 
wrong. 

Ford  Foundation  to  Aid  World 
Peace 

The  first  report  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Ford  Foundation  indicates  that 
the  resources  of  the  organization  will 
be  used  in  a  long-range  plan  to 
achieve  world  peace  and  freedom. 
According  to  the  report  the  five  areas 
in  which  the  foundation  will  work 
are  these: 

1.  Activities  "that  promise  signifi- 
cant contributions  to  world  peace 
and  the  establishment  of  a  world 
order  of  law  and  justice." 

2.  Activities  "designed  to  secure 
greater  allegiance  to  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  and  democracy  in 
the  solution  of  the  insistent  problems 
of  an  ever-changing  society." 

3.  Activities  "designed  to  advance 
the  economic  well-being  of  people 
everywhere  and  to  improve  eco- 
nomic institutions  for  the  better 
realization  of  democratic  goals." 

4.  Activities  "to  strengthen,  ex- 
pand and  improve  educational  facili- 
ties and  methods  to  enable  in- 
dividuals more  fully  to  realize  their 
intellectual,  civic  and  spiritual  po- 
tentialities; to  promote  "  greater 
equality  of  educational  opportunity, 
and  to  conserve  and  increase  knowl- 
edge and  enrich  our  culture." 

5.  Activities  "designed  to  increase 
knowledge  of  factors  which  influence 
or  determine  human  conduct  and  to 
extend  such  knowledge  for  the  maxi- 
mum benefit  of  individuals  and 
society." 

Proposes  That  UN  Take  Over  Far 
East  Foreign  Policy 

That  President  Truman  should 
turn  over  foreign  policy  on  Korea 
and  the  Far  East  to  the  United  Na- 
tions was  urged  by  Paul  Hutchinson, 
editor  of  the  Christian  Century, 
when  he  spoke  before  the  Methodist 
Church  pastors'  school  at  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University. 
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"Nothing  but  a  revolution  in 
American  foreign  policy,  by  which 
the  UN  would  fix  the  terms  of 
American  intervention  in  the  Far 
East,  can  rescue  this  nation  from  the 
mess  it  is  in  in  Korea  and  Formosa," 
he  said. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  said  that  this 
nation's  responsibilities  of  interna- 
tional leadership  have  grown  so 
tremendous  that  they  may  be  soon 
"far  beyond  the  national  capacity  to 
discharge.  .  .  ." 

His  answer  to  the  question  of 
how  to  get  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
nation  on  a  firm  highway  was  to 
"make  the  UN  the  forum  in  which 
our  foreign  policy  would  be  formu- 
lated and  the  tribunal  to  which  it 
would  be  continually  submitted  for 
approval  and  review." 

First  Religion-Labor  Workshop 

A  workshop  for  training  leaders 
in  church-labor  co-operation — the 
first  of  its  kind — was  held  Sept.  25- 
30  at  Monteagle,  Tenn.,  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  National  Religion 
and  Labor  Foundation.  In  the 
morning  periods  the  history  and 
objectives  of  the  religion  and  labor 
movement  were  discussed  and  teehr 
niques  for  co-operative  action  were 
worked  out.  Special  attention  was 
given  to  labor  problems  in  the  South 
and  to  specific  ways  in  which  church- 
es and  unions  can  work  together  for 
justice  and  general  welfare. 

Plan  International  Association  of 
Evangelicals 

Plans  for  the  organization  of  an 
International  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals were  made  at  a  conference 
of  one  hundred  evangelical  leaders 
from  twenty-five  countries.  The  as- 
sociation, described  as  "a  fellowship 
of  believers  in  orthodox  evangelical 
Christianity,"  will  hold  its  organiza- 
tional meeting  in  The  Netherlands 
next  August. 

This  will  be  the  third  international 
organization  of  churches.  The  World 
Council  of  Churches,  made  up  of  the 
majority  of  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
groups,  and  the  International  Coun- 
cil of  Christian  Churches,  the  organ- 
ization of  Fundamentalist  groups, 
were  organized  in  1948. 

News  Briefs 

The  National  Education  Associa- 
tion has  decided  not  to  hold  any 
more  annual  conferences  in  cities 
which  fail  to  provide  "a  maximum 
of  equality"  among  delegates  of  dif- 
ferent races.   (WP) 

Increasing  use  has  been  shown  of 
a  new  children's  hymnal  that  was 
recently  published  by  the  National 
Committee   for    Christian    Religious 


Education  in  China.  Of  the  130 
hymns,  83  are  from  the  Hymns  of 
Universal  Praise,  China's  popular 
hymnal,  37  are  new  translations  of 
Western  hymns  and  10  are  original 
compositions.   (WP) 

A  Definition  of  Democracy 

Political  institutions  in  and  of 
themselves  cannot  assure  human 
welfare — or  even  constitute  de- 
mocracy. Undemocratic  institutions 
may  be  found  in  a  free,  democratic 
society.  Majority  rule  alone  does  not 
guarantee  democracy. 

What  distinguishes  a  democratic 
society  is  the  respect  for  others 
which  makes  men  unwilling  to  be 
either  slaves  or  masters.  When  the 
democratic  spirit  is  deep  and  strong 
it  animates  every  phase  of  living — 
economic,  social  and  political  rela- 
tions among  groups  and  nations,  as 
well  as  personal  relations  among 
men. — From  Trustees'  Report  of 
Ford  Foundation. 
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his  desire  to  study  medicine  had 
never  faded  from  his  mind.  The 
feeling  that  there  could  be  a  very 
helpful  relationship  between  the 
healing  profession  and  the  ministry 
has  possessed  him  through  his 
pastoral  experience.  Foreign  mis- 
sions came  to  occupy  his  mind  to 
such  a  degree  and  the  call  was  so 
strong  that  Charles  and  Rozella 
decided  to  give  themselves  to  the 
foreign  mission  field.  They  were 
more  firmly  convinced  that  their 
decision  was  correct,  when  Richard 
Burger  showed  at  Pine  Lake  Camp 
pictures  holding  up  the  opportunity 
to  evangelize  and  telling  of  the  need 
in  helping  the  physical  suffering  of 
the  African  people. 

Here  then  was   the   field   in  the 
areas  of  which  he  and  Rozella  had 
been    dreaming    and    about    which  j 
they  had  so  often  talked.  The  foreign 
mission  secretary,  Leland  Brubaker, 
and  the  Foreign  Mission  Commission 
were   interested   in   this  family   for 
Africa  and  approved  them  to  go  as 
missionaries   of  the   Church   of  the  I 
Brethren.   Charles  and  Rozella  werej 
consecrated  at  the  Ocean  Grove  mis- 
sionary convocation  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning, June  19,  1949.    They  were  to! 
be  prepared  to  go  as  soon  as  arrange- 
ments by  the  board  could  be  made. 

With  this  missionary  family  goesi 
our  interest,  our  prayers  and  ouri 
support  of  missions.  We  praise  Godj 
for  his  call  for  witnesses  and 
promise  to  be  with  them  always. 
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On  fhis  and  fhe  following  pages,  and  on 
special  pages  in  the  November  issues 
of  the  Gospel  Messenger/  are  presented 
carefully  selected  items  of  merchandise 
which  we  can  provide  for  you  at  the 
Christmas  season.  It  is  our  hope  and  our 
aim  to  help  you  in  every  possible  way 
to  make  the  holidays  a  period  of  spiritual 
significance,  happiness  and  goodwill. 
When  you  buy  from  your  publishing 
house  you  assure  yourself  of  a  good 
selection  of  material  and  you  strengthen 
it  so  that  it  may  carry  on  its  rightful  serv- 
ice to  you  and  the  church.  Please  place 
orders  early  so  that  delays  and  disap- 
pointments may  be  avoided. 

— Brethren  Publishing  House 


GOOD  BOOKS 

are 

ideal  gifts 

What  provides  a  greater  degree  of  lasting 
joy  than  a  good  book  thoughtfully  read? 
We  can  secure  any  book  you  wish  if  you 
will  give  us  enough  information  about 
title,  author  and  publisher  to  enable  us  to 
trace  it.  We  suggest  that  you  consider 
carefully  the  titles  listed  in  this  and  other 
issues  of  the  Messenger. 

The  Family  Celebrates  Christmas 

by  Dorothy  Carl 

An  excellent  little  book  of  choice  suggestions 
and  materials  for  a  joyous  celebration  of  Christ- 
mas by  all  the  family.  It  contains:  directions 
for  making  a  creche;  suggestions  for  home  and 
tree  decorations;  Christmas  games;  a  worship 
service  for  Christmas  Eve;  Christmas  pictures, 
songs,  poems  and  stories;  suggestions  for  gifts 
and  a  page  for  recording  those  given.  Price, 
50  cents.  (Pi) 

Make  Your  Own  Merry  Christmas 

by  Anne  Werisner 

An  attractive  and  useful  book  which  abounds  in 
suggestions  for  making  the  physical  features  of 
the  home  reflect  the  holiday  spirit;  home  decora- 
tions, Christmas  tree  decorations,  Christmas 
tables  and  favors,  the  use  of  candles,  Christmas 
recipes,  etc.  Emphasizes  the  use  of  those  ma- 
terials which  are  readily  available.  Illustrated. 
Price,  $2.00.  (Bas) 


The 


Christmas  Carolers'  Book 
Song  and  Story 


in 


compiled  by  Torslein  O.  Kvamme 

This  book  of  carols 
gives  to  the  choral 
group,  the  school,  the 
church,  and  the  home 
the  music  which 
throughout  the  centu- 
ries has  expressed  the 
joyousness  of  the 
Christmas  season.  The 
songs  have  come  from 
many  lands,  and  woven 
into  them  are  many  as- 
pects of  their  native  en- 
vironments. Stories  of  the  carols,  their  sources 
and  composers,  are  given.  Voice  arrangements 
include  four-part  mixed  voices,  three-part,  uni- 
son and  children's  voices.   Price,  50  cents.  (Mp) 
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CHRISTMAS 

The  American  Annual  of  Christmas  Literature  and  Art 

The  Christmas  spirit  is  presented  in  prose,  poetry,  song 
and  picture.  This  annual  has  won  wide  approval  and  has 
become  a  traditional  gift  of  many  holiday  shoppers.  It 
is  something  that  all  the  family  will  enjoy  on  both  rev- 
erent and  festive  occasions.  (Au) 

Gift  edition,  paper  bound,  in  envelope $1.00 

Library  cloth  edition,  boxed .  $2.00 


GIFT  BOOKSC 


Courant  (Connecticut)  says:  "The  Christmas  Book  of 
Legends  and  Stories  is  what  a  genuine  anthology  should 
be:  a  feast  of  good  things.  There  is  so  much  that  is 
truly  good  in  it  that  the  gift-book  buyer  cannot  go 
wrong."   For  all  ages.   Price,  $2.75.  (LI) 


The  Fireside  Book  of  Christmas  Stories 

Edited  by  Edward  Wagenknecht 

Christmas  belongs  to  everyone,  and  this  collection  of 
stories  has  been  planned  to  remind  the  reader  what 
Christmas  means,  or  may  mean,  to  all  of  us.  Grouped 
under  four  headings — Christmas  Is  Christ;  Christmas  Is 
Santa  Claus,  Christmas  Is  Dickens,  Christmas  Is  Home — 
these  stories  are  representative  of  the  best  ever  written. 
Price,  $3.75.  (Bm) 

A  Fireside  Book  of  Yuletide  Tales 

Edited  by  Edward  Wagenknecht 

A  new  big  book  of  fifty-one  stories  about  Christmas 
compiled  by  the  well-known,  discriminating  editor  of 
The  Fireside  Book  of  Christmas  Stories.  Old  favorites 
and  new  tales  are  combined  to  make  the  reading  of  them 
a  pleasant  experience  for  the  entire  family.  Price,  $4.00. 

(Bm) 

Little  Folks'  Merry  Christmas  Book 

Carolyn  Sherwin  Bailey 

This  group  of  stories  is  a  rich  treasure  house  of  pleasur- 
able reading.  In  ten  graphic  tales  simply  narrated  Miss 
Bailey  presents  to  her  readers  the  beloved,  familiar  con- 
ception of  goodwill  and  friendliness  for  the  Christmas 
season.  Full  of  delightful  illustrations.  For  children  up 
to  nine  years  of  age.  Price,  $1.25.  (Wh) 

The  World's 
Great  Madonnas 

Cynthia  Pearl  Maus 

This  volume  is  a  rich  treasury 
of  the  lore  of  Christ  and  the 
Holy  Family  represented  in  art, 
literature  and  music.  It  con- 
tains over  eight  hundred  pages, 
of  which  one  hundred  fourteen 
are  art  reproductions.  There 
are  114  art  interpretations,  239 
poems,  60  stories,  62  hymns, 
carols,  lullabies  and  folk  songs, 
and  62  music  interpretations. 
This  is  truly  an  anthology  both 
distinguished  and  unique,  a  fitting  companion  to  Christ 
and  the  Fine  Arts.  Price,  $4.95.  (Ha) 

The  Christmas  Book  of  Legends  and  Stories 

Edited  by  Elva  S.  Smith  and  Alice  Hazeliine 

This  book  is  just  what  its  title  claims  it  is — a  collection 
of  Christmas  legends  and  stories.    Of  it  the  Hartford 
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Christ  and 
the  Fine  Arts 

Cynthia  Pearl  Maus 

This  is  a  beautiful,  profusely 
illustrated  volume  of  744  pages. 
It  is  a  complete  anthology  of 
pictures,    poetry,    hymns    and 
stories  which  center  around  the 
life  of  Christ  as  it  has  been 
understood       and       portrayed 
through  the   centuries.    There 
are  90  photographic  reproduc- 
tions of  great  masterpieces  of 
religious  art,  accompanied  by  interpretative  comments 
by  the  author;  more  than  255  selected  poems;  75  stories; 
and  120  hymn  stories.  Price,  $4.95.  (Ha) 


The  Book  of  Three  Festivals 

Amy  Morris  Lillie 

Contains  three  stories  for  each  of  the  three  major  festi- 
vals of  the  year — Christmas,  Easter,  and  Thanksgiving. 
The  stories  are  about  evenly  divided  between  religious 
and  secular  subjects.  A  book  that  every  child  would 
enjoy;  useful  in  church  libraries.  Price,  $2.50.  (Du) 

The  Story  of  Jesus  in 
the  World's  Literature 

Edited  by  Edward  Wagenknecht 

The  editor  has  selected  from  the  greatest  writers  of  all 
countries  and  ages  their  best  work  on  the  greatest  subject 
in  human  history.  Big,  beautiful  and  perfectly  organ- 
ized, the  book  is  an  anthology  of  prose,  poetry  and  drama 
— all  the  literary  forms  through  which  the  great  masters 
have  expressed  themselves  on  the  life,  work  and  influ- 
ence of  Christ.  Price,  $5.00.  (Cap) 


Best  Religious  Stories 

Edited  by  J.  Edward  Lantz 

Here  is  the  answer  to  your  desire  for 
a  good  collection  of  the  best  religious 
stories  that  you  have  read  in  periodi- 
cals. Eight  of  the  twenty-one  stories 
in  this  book  have  been  printed  in 
Our  Young  People  (now  Horizons). 
In  addition  to  finding  and  cherishing 
stories  already  read  you  will  be  de- 
lighted with  these  you  have  not  previously  read.  Various 
aspects  of  Christian  experience  are  touched  upon;  most 
of  them  deal  with  episodes  in  the  lives  of  young  people. 
Price,  $2.50.  (Apr) 
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Treasures  of  the  Kingdom 

Edited  by  T.  Everett  Harre 

Twenty-five  short  stories,  an  essay  and  selections  from 
four  religious  novels  fill  the  more  than  500  pages  of  this 
anthology  of  religious  literature.  Included  are  such  fa- 
miliar stories  as  The  Story  of  the  Other  Wise  Man,  Where 
Love  Is  God  Is  Also,  and  The  Passing  of  the  Third  Floor 
Back.  There  are  generous  selections  from  Black  Rock, 
Ben-Hur,  Barabbas  and  Quo  Vadis.  At  least  half  of  the 
stories  in  this  collection  are  suitable  for  reading  as  a 
part  of  a  worship  service.  Selections  included  are  treas- 
ures to  be  read  and  shared.   Price,  $3.98.  (Ri) 

I  Love  Books 

John  D.  Snider 

Addressed  to  all  booklov- 
ers,  but  especially  to 
younger  readers,  this  book 
makes  some  general  sug- 
gestions on  the  choice  of 
books,  gives  some  hints  on 
how  to  read,  shows  how 
one  may  find  more  time  for 
reading,  and  emphasizes 
the  importance  of  being 
well  read.  Crowded  full 
and  brimming  over  with 
its  wealth  of  select  quota- 
tions and  rich  originality, 
this  volume  reveals  anew 
that  the  surest  way  to  en- 
rich one's  daily  living  is  to 
spend  some  time  each  day  in  the  company  of  good 
books.   Price,  $2.50.  (Jp) 


A  new  edition  of  the  King  James  Version  prepared  to 
make  Bible  study  easy  and  rewarding.  The  text  is  ar- 
ranged in. paragraphs  as  well  as  verses,  and  the  poetic 
portions  are  printed  as  poetry.  There  are  excellent  in- 
troductory articles  to  the  several  books  and  divisions 
of  the  Bible.  All  these  features,  plus  explanatory  foot- 
notes, a  concordance,  an  unusually  fine  set  of  Bible  maps, 
make  this  volume  an  amazing  concentration  of  resources 
for  Bible  study.  Heavy  buckram  binding,  gold  stamped, 
$10.00.  Leather-bound  edition,  $19.50.  (Wp) 


The  Questing  Spirit 

Edited  by  Halford  E.  Luccock  and 
Frances  Brenlano 

The  subtitle  of  the  book,  Religion  in 

the  Literature   of   Our   Time,   aptly 

describes  it.  The  editors  have  culled 

from    the    literary    product    of    the 

twentieth    century    those    selections 

which  appealed  to  them  as  being  of 

the    most     value     spiritually.      The 

names  of  both  well-known  and  lesser-known  authors  are 

found.    Various  literary  forms  are  included  —  drama, 

poetry,  stories,  affirmations.    The  appeal  is  to  all  ages 

and  tastes.   It  will  be  useful  to  all  who  love  the  best  to 

be  found  in  current  literature.  Price,  $5.00.  (Cm) 


Masterpieces  of 
Religious  Verse 


Edited  by 

James    Dalton    Morrison 

Contains  2020  poems  se- 
lected from  the  works  of 
921  poets,  yet  is  compact 
and  convenient.  The 
poems  are  classified  top- 
ically under  the  follow- 
ing principal  headings: 
God;  Jesus;  Man;  The 
Christian  Life;  The  King- 
dom of  God;  The  Nation 
and  the  Nations;  Death 
and  Immortality.  Halford 
E.  Luccock  has  called  it 
"a  breath-taking  book,  unquestionably  the  most  complete 
and  valuable  collection  of  poetry  ever  brought  together." 
Price,  $5.00.  (Ha) 

Rand  McNally  Standard  Atlas  of  the  World 

In  a  world  constantly  growing  smaller  we  need  to  know 
what's  what  and  what's  where.  This  handy  reference 
atlas  contains  180  pages  of  four-color  reference  maps 
covering  the  entire  world.  There  is  a  double-page  map 
for  every  state.  Maps  of  foreign  countries  are  highly 
detailed  and  show  the  latest  boundaries.  There  is  a  re- 
lief map  of  each  continent.  Twenty-four  full-color  his- 
torical maps.  Ninety  pages  of  descriptive  illustrated  text, 
comprehensive  indexes,  and  other  features.   Price,  $5.00. 

(Ra) 

Webster's 


New  Collegiate 
Dictionary 


Every  home  needs  a  good  dic- 
tionary. Here  it  is!  This  one  is 
based  on  Webster's  New  Interna- 
tional Dictionary,  Second  Edition, 
and  is  characterized  by  the  same 
outstanding  scholarship  and  ac- 
curacy. An  entirely  new  book,  it 
surpasses  all  other  handy-size 
dictionaries  in  convenience,  authority,  up-to-dateness 
and  usefulness.  It  is  an  ideal  gift  for  the  student  or  the 
minister,  and  will  prove  of  value  to  the  entire  family. 
Price,  $6.00.  (Mr) 
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BOOKS  OF  POEMS,  Grace  Noll 
Crowell 

Crystal  Fountain,  The.    Price,  $1.00 

Between  Eternities.    Price,  $1.00 

Facing  the  Stars.    Price,  $1.00 

Light  of  the  Years.    Price,  $1.50 

Radiant  Quest.    Price,  $1.50 

Some    Brighter   Dawn.     Price,   $1.00 

White  Fire.    Price,  $1.50 

Wind-Swept  Harp,  The.    Price,  $1.00       (Ha) 

POEMS  FOR  THE  GREAT  DAYS. 
Compiled  by  Thomas  Curtis  Clark 
and  Robert  Earle  Clark 

A  collection  of  352  poems  centering  around 
the  "great  days" — holy  days,  patriotic  days 
and  miscellaneous  holidays.  Poets  of  for- 
mer days,  such  as  Shakespeare,  Emerson, 
and  Tennyson,  and  poets  of  the  present 
day,  such  as  Fuller,  Markham,  and  Pierce, 
are  represented.  A  useful  book  for  public 
speakers   or  worship   leaders.    Price,   $2.50 

(Ab) 

POEMS  WITH  POWER  TO 
STRENGTHEN  THE  SOUL.  Com- 
piled by  James  Mudge 
The  compiler  has  given  us  a  varying  collec- 
tion of  poems  to  meet  the  moods  of  every 
moment.  There  are  great  poems  to  give 
us  strength  against  temptations.  There 
are  likewise  gay  little  verses  to  help  us 
battle  the  monotony  and  discouragements 
of  "little"  days.  In  all  there  are  more 
than  1,300  selections,  classified  under  twen- 
ty-five heads.    Price,  $1.95  (Ab) 

PRAYER  POEMS— AN  ANTHOLO- 
GY, Compiled  by  O.  V.  and  Helen 
Armstrong 

Arranged  in  six  main  divisions,  each  of 
which  is  divided  into  smaller  areas  of  in- 
terest.   Mostly  recent  poems.    Price,   $1.75 

(Ab) 

THE  TOUCH  OF  THE  MASTER'S 
HAND,  Myra  B.  Welch 

Mrs.  Welch's  widely  known  poem.  The 
Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand,  is  the  title 
poem  in  this  collection  of  more  than  one 
hundred  poems,  now  in  its  third  edition. 
The  poetic  forms  are  simple  and  beautiful. 
The  poems  are  the  sincere  reflection  of  a 
life  which  has  known  sorrow  and  suffering 
but  has  met  them  with  a  firm  faith  and  an 
unconquerable  will.   Price,  $1.00  (Bph) 

CHARIOTS  ON  THE  MOUNTAINS, 
Myra  B.  Welch 

Another  book  of  verse  by  the  author  of 
The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand.  The  same 
love  of  life,  the  same  firm  faith  in  God, 
and  the  same  determination  to  rise  above 
life's  difficulties  are  found  in  these  poems. 
Illustrated  by  G.  Frederick  Cole.  Price, 
$1.00  (Bph) 

(When    ordered    together    the    two    Welch 
books  may  be  had  for  $1.25.) 

WILLOW  BROOK  FARM.  May  All- 
read  Baker 

Mrs.  Baker,  an  Ohio  farmer's  wife,  not  only 
loves  rural  life  but  has  the  ability  to 
picture  its  characteristic  features  in  ac- 
ceptable verse  form.  These  poems  sing 
the  joys  and  the  sorrows  of  the  country- 
side. The  illustrations  by  Zeta  Rodgers 
Brandt.   Price  reduced  to  50  cents.       (Bph) 

PATCHWORK  AND  RHYTHM. 
Mary  Stoner  Wine 

This  latest  addition  to  the  Brethren  poetry 
library  comes  from  the  pen  of  a  widely 
known  writer,  who,  along  with  her  many 
duties  as  a  mother,  a  homemaker  and  a 
pastor's    wife,    has    found    time    to    share 
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her  joy  in  living  and  her  best  thinking 
about  it  with  a  far-flung  reading  group. 
Such  themes  as  home,  family,  nature,  God, 
faith  and  eternal  life  are  thoughtfully  con- 
sidered and  lead  one  to  share — or  to  wish 
that  he  could — the  sincere  devotion  of  the 
author.  Simplicity  and  variety  of  verse 
forms  characterizes  the  poems  in  this  vol- 
ume.   Price,  $1.50  (Bph) 

ALTARS  UNDER  THE  SKY,  Edited 
by  Dorothy  Wells  Pease 

Seventy  daily  readings  of  poetry,  Scrip- 
ture, and  prayer  centered  in  outdoor 
beauty.   Price,  $1.25  (Ab) 

AS  THE  DAY  BEGINS,  Elizabeth 
Shields 

Miss  Shields,  a  mature  and  wise  student  of 
children's  needs,  provides  this  beautiful 
book  of  day-by-day  devotional  readings,  a 
page  for  a  day.    For  juniors.    Price,  $2.00 

(Jkp) 

FELLOWSHIP  OF  THE  SAINTS. 
THE,  Thomas  S.  Kepler 

Eight  hundred  pages  of  selections  from 
choice  Christian  devotional  literature.  One 
hundred  thirty-seven  writers  represented. 
Price,  $7.50  (Ab) 

MORE  HILLTOP  VERSES  AND 
PRAYERS,  Ralph  and  Robert 
Cushman 

For  each  day  a  poem  by  Bishop  Cushman 
and  a  selected  Scripture  passage  by  his 
son.    Price,  $1.00  (Ab) 

MAKING  A  GO  OF  LIFE.  Roy  L. 
Smith 

An  unusual  daily  guide  in  purposeful  liv- 
ing. For  every  day  there  is  a  proposed  ex- 
periment to  help  the  reader  make  a  go  of 
life.    Price.  $1.25  (Ab) 

THE  WAY  TO  POWER  AND 
POISE,  E.  Stanley  Jones 

The  key  to  new  life  for  every  man  and 
woman  today  —  release  from  tension  and 
frustration.  Daily  step-by-step  guidance  to 
truly  creative  power  and  poise.   Price,  $1.25 

(Ab) 

MEDITATIONS  FOR  MEN.  Com- 
piled by  Daniel  Russell 

One  year's  devotional  reading  planned  es- 
pecially for  men,  in  attractive  pocket  size. 
Price,  $1.25  (Ab) 

MEDITATIONS  FOR  WOMEN,  By 
twelve  women 

A  splendid  book  of  devotional  readings, 
with  an  introduction  by  Dorothy  Canfield 
Fisher.    Price,  $1.25  •  (Ab) 

WAY,  THE,  E.  Stanley  Jones 

A  worthy  successor  to  the  popular  Abun- 
dant Living  by  the  same  author.  Dr.  Jones 
has  found  "the  way"  and  is  well  qualified 
to  help  others  find  it.    Price,  $1.25         (Ab) 

SOME  TIME  EVERY  DAY.  Mabel 
Niedermeyer 

An  excellent  devotional  book  to  help  jun- 
ior boys  and  girls  relate  God  to  everyday 
living.    Price,  $1.50  (Bp) 

MEDITATIONS,   Toyohiko   Kagawa 

Here  are  one  hundred  one  meditations,  re- 
flections on  the  many  aspects  of  life  today 
that  are  touched  and  infused  by  vital  re- 
ligion. They  show  how  a  completely  dedi- 
cated soul  responds  to  its  Maker.  Price, 
$1.25  (Ha) 

FATHER,  WE  THANK  THEE.  Wil- 
liam  A.  Clough 

Two  hundred  graces  and  one  hundred 
prayers  for  the  entire  family.  Simply  and 
clearly  phrased.   Price,  $1.25  (Ab) 


Fiction  for  Older  Youth  and  Adults 


With   a   Biblical   or 
Early-Church  Setting 

__  THE  APOSTLE, 
Sholem  Asch.  This 
noted  Jewish  writer 
has  told  the  story  of 
the  life  and  labors 
of  the  Apostle  Paul 
in  a  sympathetic 
and  vivid  manner. 
Paul  is  shown  as  a 
dynamic  personali- 
ty devoted  to  a 
faith  which  im- 
pelled him  to  share 
it  with  others.  An 
excellent  picture  of 
life  in  the  early 
church.  Price,  $3.75 
(Put) 
BEHOLD  YOUR  KING,  Florence  Bauer. 
Jonathan  of  Cyrene,  as  a  friend  of  Jesus, 
had  opportunity  to  witness  some  of  the 
greatest  events  of  history.  The  result  is 
a  story  full  of  inspiration  and  faith.  Price, 
$3.00  (Bm) 

THE  BIG  FISHERMAN,  Lloyd  Douglas.    A 

best-seller  which  portrays  the  effect  of 
Jesus'  life  and  teaching  on  those  around 
him,  including  Simon  Peter,  the  big  fisher- 
man. The  romance  centers  around  the  re- 
jected daughter  of  Antipas  and  her  lover, 
an  Arab  prince.   Price,  $3.75 (Hm) 

BLOOD  OF  THE  MARTYRS,  Naomi  Mitch- 

ison.  A  story  of  life  in  Rome  when  Nero 
was  the  emperor.  It  is  not  a  lived-happily- 
ever-after  tale — the  hero  died  as  a  Chris- 
tian martyr  during  the  persecution  carried 
on  by  Nero.    Price,  $3.50  (Whi) 

THE  BROTHER, 
Dorothy  Clarke 
Wilson.  The  story 
of  Jesus  is  here  told 
through  the  eyes  of 
his  brother  James. 
Interesting  to  read 
and  appropriate  to 
give  to  a  friend. 
Price,  $2.50.         (Wp) 

THE  GREATEST 
STORY  EVER 
TOLD,  Fulton  Ours- 
ler.  A  brilliant  book 
based  in  part  on  the 
radio  program  of  the  same  name,  it  tells 
the  story  of  Jesus  in  fiction  form.  While 
excellent  in  spirit  and  in  general  true  to 
the  Biblical  story,  it  distorts  the  facts  in 
a  few  places.    Price,  $2.95  (Dd) 


THE  HERDSMAN, 
Dorothy  Clarke 
Wilson.  An  imagi- 
native reconstruc- 
tion of  the  life  of 
the  prophet  Amos, 
using  Biblical  facts 
where  available.  A 
moving,  gripping 
story  of  the  proph- 
et's fight  for  social 
justice  and  right- 
eousness. Price, 
$3.00  (Wp) 


iHerdsman 
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THE  LIVING 
WOOD.  Louis  de 
Wohl.  The  story  centers  around  the  in- 
trigue, romance,  and  power  politics  revolv- 
ing around  Helena,  the  mother  of  the  first 
Christian  emperor,  Constantine.  It  is  a 
dramatic  work  showing  the  struggle  be- 
tween pagan  and  Christian  influences  in 
the  Roman  Empire.  Its  incidents  include 
the  finding  of  the  supposedly  true  cross. 
Price.  $3.00  (Li) 


MARY,  Sholem 
Asch.  The  sim- 
ple story  of  a 
mother's  love  for 
her  son — the  great 
story  of  the  moth- 
er of  our  Savior. 
It  completes  the 
great  trilogy  of 
fiction  already  es- 
tablished by  Shol- 
em Asch  in  the 
writing  of  The 
Nazarene  and  The 
Apostle,  Price, 

$3.50  (Put) 


J  MARY 


THE  NAZARENE,  Sholem  Asch.  The  well- 
known  novel  based  on  the  life  of  Christ 
which  depicts  Jesus  from  three  points  of 
view:  Cornelius,  the  military  governor;  un- 
faithful Judas;  Joseph,  a  young  student  of 
Nicodemus.    Price,  $3.75  (Put) 


PRINCE  OF 

EGYPT,     Dorothy 

Clarke        Wilson. 

Those  who  have 
read  The  Brother 
and  The  Herdsman 
will  eagerly  antici- 
pate the  opportuni- 
ty to  read  Mrs. 
Wilson's  third  novel 
of  Biblical  days. 
The  prince  of  Egypt 
is  Moses,  and  a- 
round  his  life  is 
woven  another 
truly  great  fictional 
Price,  $3.50  (Wp) 


story  of  Bible  times. 


THE  ROBBER,  Bertram  Brooker.  Another 
worthy  title  in  the  steadily  growing  field 
of  fiction  based  on  the  lives  of  Biblical 
characters.  While  following  the  fortunes 
of  the  robber,  Barabbas,  one  meets  many 
other  personalities  of  the  time  of  Jesus — 
John  the  Baptist,  Joseph  of  Arimathea  and 
others.  Barabbas  is  pictured  as  a  poten- 
tially good  man  embittered  by  the  selfish- 
ness of  the  rich — a  sort  of  Biblical  Robin 
Hood.    Price,  $3.00  (Dsp) 

THE  ROBE,  Lloyd  C.  Douglas.  The  fasci- 
nating story  of  Marcellus  Gallio,  the  Ro- 
man tribune  who  cast  lots  for  Christ's  robe 
and  won.  A  best  seller  which  all  Christian 
young  people  should  read.    Price,  $3.00 

(Hm) 
THE  SCARLET  LILY,  Edward  Murphy. 
Mary  of  Magdala  grew  up  with  a  burning 
hatred  for  the  Child  of  Bethlehem  because 
in  his  effort  to  kill  all  baby  boys  Herod 
had  caused  her  brother's  death  and  that  of 
her  mother.  Her  hatred  for  Jesus  changed 
to  sincere  devotion  after  she  learned  to 
know  him.    Price,  $1.00  (Gd) 

THE  SONG  OF  THE  CAVE,  Edward  Mur- 
phy. An  unusually  delightful,  reverent 
and  appealing  novel  based  on  the  well- 
know  and  well-loved  Old  Testament  story 
of  Ruth  the  Moabitess.  A  story  rich  in 
emotion  and  suspense,  told  with  great 
spiritual  strength.   Price,  $2.50  (Bru) 

UNTIL  THE  DAY  BREAK,  Sallie  Lee  Bell. 
An  ingenuous  plot  makes  Mary  Magda- 
lene the  friend  of  Judah,  who  became  the 
Gadarene  demoniac  because  of  ill  treat- 
ment by  King  Herod.  After  Judah  had 
been  healed  by  Jesus  the  love  of  the  young 
couple  was  fulfilled  in  marriage.  A  simply 
told,  reverent  story.    Price,  $2.50  (Zo) 


With  a  Modern  Setting 

CRY.    THE     BELOVED     COUNTRY,    Alan 

Palon.  A  gripping  story  of  seething  ra- 
cial tensions  and  redeeming  love  in  the 
Union  of  South  Africa.    Price,  $3.00        (Sc) 


THE  DREAM  GATE,  Marcus  Bach.  A  mod- 
ern story  of  life  in  a  Hutterite  commu- 
nity in  South  Dakota,  among  a  plain, 
nonconformist  people  who  have  really  kept 
themselves  separate  from  others — from  the 
world.  The  story  revolves  around  a  boy 
who  is  torn  between  a  desire  to  stay  and 
a  desire  to  leave.    Price,  $3.00  (Bm) 

DREAM  WITHOUT  END,  Grace  Breckling. 

This  novel  will  be  of  particular  interest 
to  women  readers.  It  is  the  story  of  a 
contemporary  American  family  faced  with 
the  decision  as  to  what  role  each  member 
will  play  in  it  in  the  days  following  World 
War  II.  The  son  and  daughter,  ex-service- 
men, are  found  to  be  building  on  the 
"dream"   of  their  forefathers.    Price,  $3.00 

(Wp) 
GIVE  ME  THY  VINE- 
YARD, Guy  Howard. 
Winner  of  the  Zonder- 
van  $10,000  Internation- 
al Fiction  Contest,  this 
is  the  story  of  Hiram, 
an  innocent  outlaw, 
and  of  the  Christian 
girl  whose  love  for  him 
and  faith  in  his  inno- 
cence remained  firm 
until,  through  the  help 
of  the  local  preacher- 
schoolteacher,  Hiram  is 
proved  not  guilty. 
Price,    $3.00  (Zo) 

THE  GARNERED  SHEAVES,  Elizabeth  H. 
Emerson.  Those  who  have  read  The 
Good  Crop  will  welcome  this  book,  which 
carries  forward  the  delightful  story  of  the 
Rees  family.    Price,  $2.50  (Lg) 

THE  GOOD   CROP,  Elizabeth  H.  Emerson. 

The  varied  adventures  of  a  large  rural 
Quaker  family  will  appeal  to  Brethren 
readers.    Price,   $2.50  (Lg) 


THE  RED  CHAIR 
WAITS,  Alice  Mar- 
garet Huggins.  A  very 
delightful  and  inform- 
ing story  of  how  Shu 
Lan,  a  Christian  teach- 
er in  a  girls'  school  in 
China,  avoided  marry- 
ing the  man  to  whom 
her  parents  had  be- 
trothed her,  and  at  the 
same  time  led  her  par- 
ents to  true  faith. 
Price,   $2.75  (Wp) 


GOING  STEADY,  Anne  Emery.  Sally  and 
Scotty  thought  that  becoming  engaged 
would  solve  all  their  problems,  but  learned 
that  there  are  serious  responsibilities  fac- 
ing young  folks  considering  marriage.  This 
is  a  book  that  has  something  worth  while 
to  say  to  older  teeners  and  says  it  in  terms 
of  their  own  experiences.    Price,  $2.50  (Wp) 


THIS,  MY 

BROTHER, 

Argye  M.  Briggs. 

Josh  Kenyon 

grew  up  hating 
his  older  broth- 
er, whom  his 
father  idolized 
and  had  spoiled. 
Only  after  the 
brother  had  be- 
come insane  did 
Josh  learn  to 
love  him.  A 
wholesome 
Christian  narra- 
tive with  the 
scene  laid  in  the 
Texas  oil  fields. 
Price,  $3.00    (Ee) 
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Fiction  for  Teen-agers 

For  Boys 

CODE  OF  A  CHAMPION.  Frederic  Nelson 
Lilien  ^ 

Eoss  Vincent  learns  courage  from  a  scent- 
blind  bird  dog  and  opposes  the  crooked 
politician  for  whom  he  has  been  working. 
Price,  $2.50.  (Wp) 

THE  HIDDEN  TREASURE  OF   GLASTON, 

Eleanore  M.  Jewell 
One  boy's  search  for  the  Holy  Grail  in  an 
ancient  abbey  in  England  makes  an  excit- 
ing and  inspiring  story.   Price,  $2.50.      (Vp) 

HOLIDAY  MOUNTAIN,  Loid  and  Juanila 
Jones 

Young  Tom  Campbell  needed  all  his  re- 
sourcefulness to  run  the  family's  vacation 
camp  in  the  Rockies  after  his  father  was 
injured.  Many  amusing  and  exciting  in- 
cidents occurred  as  he  assumed  the  role 
of  managing  the  camp— and  the  vacation- 
ers.  Price,  $2.50.  (Wp) 

HORSEMAN'S      ISLAND,      Marjorie      M. 
Oliver 

Many  unexpected  things  happened  that 
summer  that  Catherine  Blakeney  and 
Wake  and  Torfreda  Conway  spent  with 
Catherine's  grandmother  on  the  ancestral 
estate  in  Ireland.  Ghosts  and  fairies  (in 
which  the  young  people  rightly  did  not 
believe)  and  horses  all  contributed  to  a 
memorable  holiday.   Price,  $2.50.  (Wp) 

LAST  OF  THE  WILD  STALLIONS.  Barlow 
Meyers 

A  wholesome  story  of  a  man's  love  for  his 
horse.  The  magnificence  of  the  broom- 
tails,  the  courage  of  the  buckaroos,  and 
the  color  of  the  rodeo  are  captured  in  this 
gripping  narrative  of  the  animal  world, 
which  is  dominated  by  Sky  High,  the  last 
of  the  wild  stallions.    Price,  $2.50.        (Wp) 

PRAIRIE  PRINTER,  Marjorie  Medary 

In  1856  Tom  Kenyon  was  a  wide-awake 
young  printer,  interested  in  making  the 
Union  free  territory.  In  search  of  a  news- 
paper which  used  its  influence  for  right, 
Tom  had  many  adventures  on  the  Iowa 
frontier.    Price,  $2.75.  (Lg) 

WARRIOR  FORWARD,  Dick  Friendlich 

Roger  Burris  finds  his  position  of  forward 
on  the  basketball  team  challenged  by  a 
young  sophomore,  and  loses  it  to  Frank 
Mcintosh.  The  rivalry  develops  some  un- 
expected complications  and  ends  up  in  a 
dramatic  and  unforeseen  climax.  Price, 
$2.50.  (Wp) 


Biography 


For  Girls 


NORTH    WINDS    BLOW    FREE,   Elizabeth 
Howard 

The  story  of  the  many  experiences  which 
came  to  Elspeth  McLaren,  whose  farm 
home  in  Michigan  in  those  pre-Civil  War 
days  was  a  station  on  the  Underground 
Railroad.  Reflects  deep  convictions  which 
are  also  the  concern  of  Brethren  youth. 
Price,  $2.50.  (Mor) 

A  GIRL  CAN  DREAM,  Belly  Cavanna 

Loretta  Larkins  wins  a  block  of  flying  les- 
sons, and  learns  not  only  how  to  handle  a 
plane  but  also  how  to  be  happy  and  use- 
ful.   Price.  $2.50.  (Wp) 

PAINTBOX  SUMMER,  Belly  Cavanna 
A  summer  that  promised  none  too  well 
turned  into  a  dream  come  true  for  seven- 
teen-year-old Kate  Vale  when  she  got  the 
chance  to  paint  peasant  furniture  out  on 
the  tip  of  Cape  Cod.  Price,  $2.50.  (Wp) 

SPURS  FOR  SUZANNA,  Belly  Cavanna 

An  exciting  story  about  young  people  and 
horses.  Sue  learns  how  to  grow  up,  earns 
her  spurs,  and  makes  a  contribution  to  a 
really  wonderful  summer.    Price,  $2.00. 

(Wp) 


GIL  DODDS  —  THE 
FLYING  PARSON. 
Mel  Larson 

The  story  of  a  young 
Progressive  Brethren 
minister  who  found 
that  he  had  outstand- 
ing ability  on  the  track 
and  took  this  sport 
with  the  same  seri- 
ousness which  he  ex- 
ercised in  his  ministry. 
He  won  numerous 
meets  and  broke  many 
records.  Price,  $1.50. 
(Zo) 


ALBERT  SCHWEITZER:  GENIUS  IN  THE 
JUNGLE,  Joseph  Gollomb 

A  simply  written  story  of  the  life  of  the 
famous  medical  missionary  to  French 
Equatorial  Africa.  Because  one  does  not 
have  to  be  highly  versed  in  music,  theol- 
ogy, philosophy  and  medicine  to  under- 
stand it,  this  book  is  an  excellent 
introduction  to  Schweitzer.    Price,  $2.75. 

(Van) 
DAVID  LIVINGSTONE,  Jeanerle  Ealon 
An  outstanding  and  fascinating  account 
of  the  career  of  the  great  missionary- 
explorer  who  opened  up  the  interior  of 
Africa  to  the  gospel.   Price,  $3.00.        (Mor) 


DR.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CARVER, 
Shirley  Graham  and  George  D.  Lips- 
comb 
Carver's  story  is  told  with  love  and  under- 
standing that  can  be  possible  only  to 
members  of  the  Negro  race.  A  story  that 
will  gladden  the  heart  of  any  true  Chris- 
tian.   Price,  $2.75.  (Mj) 

FLORENCE       NIGHTINGALE,       Jeanelie 
Nolan 

The  life  story  of  a  courageous  woman  who 
gave  her  life  to  relieving  suffering  and 
pain.    Price,  $2.75.  (Mj) 


LIFE  AND  DI- 
ARY OF  DAVID 
BRAINERD, 
Jonathan  Ed- 
wards 
This  diary  and  bi- 
ography gives  an 
account  of  Brain- 
erd's  work  as  a 
missionary  to  the 
American  Indians 
in  the  1740's  and  a 
penetrating  study 
of  the  spiritual 
struggle  of  a  great 
soul.  Church  life 
in  colonial  Amer- 
ica is  pictured.  A 
brief  biography  of 
Jonathan  Edwards 
Price,  $3.50. 


FICTION   BY  BRETHREN  AUTHORS 
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Anna   Elizabeth 

Lucile   Long 

Anna  Elizabeth,  oldest  of  a  large 
group  of  children  in  the  Landis 
home,  is  twelve  years  old  and  eager 
to  know  all  she  can  about  every- 
thing— to  the  delight  of  her  father 
and  the  discomfiture  of  her  mother. 
Her  deep  love  of  books  and  her  un- 
happy experiences  with  Jezebel,  a 
stubborn  cow,  provide  variation  in 
the  routine  of  life  in  this  colonial 
Pennsylvania  household.  Price  re- 
duced to  75  cents. 


Anna  Elizabeth  — Seventeen 

Lucile  Long 

Five  years  have  passed  and  Anna  Elizabeth,  still  vivacious  and  mentally 
alert,  is  a  young  woman.  She  is  learning  to  read,  write  and  speak  English. 
Working  away  from  home  during  the  summer  she  meets  non-Brethren  people 
and  broadens  her  outlook  on  life.   But  most 
significant  of  all,  she  is  to  be  married  to  her 
childhood  sweetheart.  Price  reduced  to  $1.00. 

The  two  Anna  Elizabeth  books,  if  ordered 
together,  may  be  had  for  $1.50. 


Whither  Thou  Goest 

Ruth   Beeghly   Statler 

The  childhood  friendship  of  Mary  Jane  Zieg- 
ler  and  John  Keller  develops  into  love  and 
eventuates  in  marriage.  Then  follow  a  period 
of  part-time  preaching  and  five  successive 
Church  of  the  Brethren  pastorates  in  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Humor  is 
mixed  with  the  more  serious  realites  of  life 
as  the  experiences  of  the  Kellers  are  told  in 
this  gripping  and  sparkling  story.  Price,  $2.50. 


JJ&P& 


MAHATMA  GAN- 
DHI: AN  INTER- 
PRETATION, E. 
Stanley  Jones.  In 
telling  the  story  of 
Gandhi's  life  and  in- 
terpreting the  man, 
the  author  has  stated 
the  case  for  peace 
and  made  a  clear  ap- 
peal for  better  world 
understanding.  Price, 
S2.00  (Ab) 


PROPHET    IN   THE 
WILDERNESS, 

Hermann  Hagedorn. 
A  popular-type  bi- 
ography of  Albert 
Schweitzer,  a  mis- 
sionary doctor  who 
has  been  called  the 
world's  greatest 

Christian.  Tells  a 
story  that  ought  to 
be  known  by  ev- 
ery world-minded 
Christian.  Price, 

$3.00  (Ma) 


ZIPPER  BIEEE  CASES 

Genuine  heavy  topgrain  cowhide — black  or  brown 

The    case    you    have    always    wanted 
to  protect  your  most  treasured  book 

A  flat  zipper  case  with  pocket  on  each  side  for  front  and  back  covers  of 
Bible  or  other  book.     The  most  practical,  attractive  zipper  case  on  the  market. 

Ideal   for  protection  in  all   kinds   of 
weather. 

No.  1 — For  Bibles  not  over  5%" 

x  1W  outside   $3.75 

No.  2— For  Bibles  not  over  6%" 

x9"    outside     $4.00 

No.  3 — For   Bibles    not    over    7" 

x  9x/2  outside   $4.25 


BIOGRAPHIES 

Lf.  BaUl  Millet 

DAVID    LIVINGSTONE 

MARTIN   LUTHER 

JOHN    WESLEY 

MARY    SLESSOR 

ANN   JUDSON 

FLORENCE    NIGHTINGALE 

J._  HUDSON   TAYLOR^ 

"  WILFRED    GRENFELL 
PANDITA   RAMABAI 
Each,  $1.50 


GEORGE    WASHINGTON 
CARVER 

TEN    BOYS    WHO    BECAME 
FAMOUS 
Augustine,    Luther.    Bunyan,    Cal- 
vin, Washington,  Chiang,  Carver, 
Muller,  Studd.  Grenfell. 

TEN   GIRLS    WHO    BECAME 

FAMOUS 

Wesley,  Judson,  Slessor,  Ramabai, 

Nightingale,      Madame      Chiang, 

Stam,  Willard,  Havergal,  Crosby 

Each,    $1.00 


Religious  Art  Novelties 

"Jesus  Said"  Gift  Plaques 

Sallman's  "Head  of  Christ"  in 
etching  style  in  two-tone  sepia. 
Outstanding  words  of  Christ, 
beautifully  hand-lettered,  are  re- 
produced on  an  open  Bible  de- 
sign. Jesus'  words  —  speaking 
forth  gospel  messages  —  are 
printed  in  gold  relief. 

Will  last  indefinitely.    Gift  boxed.    Size,  6x8  inches 
$1.50  each 

No.  N2733—As  illustrated 

No.  N2734—"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  .  .  ." 

No.  N2735 — "All  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth  .  .  ." 

No.  N2736—"Ye  shall  know  the  truth  .  . ." 


A 

"Bedtime 

Prayer" 

PLAQUE 

Size  12V2  x  7  inches 
Each  $2.00 


Made  in  the  unbreakable  bronze  metal  style  with  a  sprayed  blue 
background.  Rounded  corners,  light  weight,  with  a  children's 
prayer. 

PG120.    Boy's   plaque.    PG115.    Girl's   plaque 


~a 

;vV 

, 

ti- 

_V-«irf>B*.fT-;'-^ff 

ter 

Tue/'ioruH-rt  Lf."i  1  WAKC' 

■     ',--.    .     ■  ■-**%£N-*-?>| 

OCTOBER  28,   1950 


31 


MY    NEW   ADDRESS    IS  .  .  . 

Name      

R.  D.   or   St. 

P.  O Zone 


State 


—Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


jloive'is  ok  the  Bible  l.avib" 

Correspondence 

Notes 

Assortment  Number  100 
Price,  $1.00  per  box 


the 


•  Each  box  contains  twenty 
folders  assorted  among  the 
eight  outstanding  "flowers  of 
the  Bible  Land"  designs — 
lilies,  flowers  of  the  field, 
wheat,  palm,  olives,  mustard 
seed,  grape  vine,  and  rose. 

•  Page  one  of  each  folder  has 
the  beautiful  five-color  repro- 
duction   with    a    self-explana- 

inside  two  pages  and  the  back 


tory  Scripture  reference.    This  leaves 
page  for  your  personal  message. 

•  A  high-quality  paper  stock  is  used  in  both  folders  and  envelopes.  Single 
folder  size  approximately  four  by  five  inches.  These  correspondence  notes 
are  not  merely  different — they  are  distinctively  different. 


Choice  Scripture 
Texts 

In  solid  Oxford-style  walnut  frame.  A 
Scripture  text  and  a  Sallman  picture.  Size 
7%  x  9V2  inches.    Price,  $1.75  each.         (Sw) 


( 


The  November  4  issue  of  the  Messenger  will  carry  a 
listing  of  Bibles— many  versions  and  various  bindings— 
for  Christmas  gifts. 

Save  these  pages  of  gift  suggestions.  Please  place 
orders  early. 


I  •  •  ■.. .  .    j 


No.  160TW. 

Prov.  3:6    The  Son  of  Man 
No.  170TW. 

Phil.  4: 13    Christ  at  Heart's  Door 
No.  180TW. 

1  Peter  5 : 7    The  Good  Shepherd 
No.  200TW. 

Isaiah  26:  20    Christ  at  Dawn 


"Sunshine  Krystal 
Plaques    . 

Made  of  durable  material  and  finished  with 
"Hy-Glo"  which  protects  and  intensifies 
the    colors.     Washable    and    unbreakable. 

(Wa) 
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Size    6x8    inches 
Each  $1.35 
N2700.  Head  of  Christ 
N2701.  Christ  in  Gethsemane 
N2702.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 
N2703.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 
N2704.  Boy  Christ 
N2705.  Christ  at  Dawn 
N2706.  Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 

Size  4VB  x  5Vs  inches 
Each  85c 

N2300.  Head  of  Christ 

N2301.  Christ  in  Gethsemane 

N2302.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 

N2303.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

N2304.  The  Boy  Christ 

N2305.  Christ  at  Dawn 

N2306.  Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 


if 
ll 
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MS      Eva  Luoma 


Into  a 
Pattern 


Into  a  pattern  of  praise  and  prayer 
Our  hearts  can  gather  the  threads  of  each  day, 
Lifting  the  strands  of  joy  and  care, 
Weaving  a  life  as  we  work  and  play. 


God  of  each   color,  each   bright  design, 
God  of  the  loom   on   which  they  spread, 
God  of  the  eyes  that  search   each   line, 
God  of  the  hand  that  shuttles  the  thread, 


Bless  thou  our  striving,  our  toil,  our  rest; 
Accept  the  labors  of  all  our  days, 
Guide  every  thread  that  is  drawn  and  pressed 
Into  a  pattern  to  yield  thy  praise.— K.fv\. 
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Bridges 

I  liked  the  front  page  editorial, 
Bridges,  in  the  Sept.  16  issue.  I 
cut  it  out,  picture  and  all,  for  my 
scrapbook  and  wrote  this  poem 
about  it. 

Bridges 
Rustic  bridges,  and  bridges  tall, 
With    cables   strong,   span   canyon's 

wall 
Or    rapid    mountain    stream    and 

creek, 
Of  concrete,  wood  and  stone.    Men 

seek 
To  span  the  barriers,  so  that  he, 
Can  a  better  neighbor  be. 
Bridges  span  prejudice  and  fear, 
Join  hearts  and  hands,  both  far  and 

near, 
If    built    with    Christian    love    and 

.grace; 
Barriers  cannot  find  a  place 
In  any  land  on  any  map, 
If  men  of  God  will  bridge  the  gap. 
— Edith  Cripe,   Goshen,  Ind. 

Visit   to   Naperville   Church 

I  spent  a  most  inspiring  hour  visit- 
ing the  Bethel  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Naperville,  HI.,  last  Sunday 
morning. 

The  preacher,  Bro.  Ringgold,  paid 
a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  its  place  in  the 
bringing  of  Christ's  kingdom  to 
earth.  He  portrayed  the  church  as 
a  foretaste  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
New  Jerusalem  over  there.  He  also 
expressed  gratitude  and  praise  for 
Alexander  Mack  and  the  other 
founders  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  also  mentioned  Christopher 
Sower  and  Henry  Kurtz  for  their 
faithful  obedience  to  the  heavenly 
vision,  and  urged  all  Brethren  to 
emulate  these  good  men. 

We  need  more  inspired  young  men 
and  women  with  faith,  talent  and 
ability  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice 
honor,  glory  and  wealth  and  who  are 
not  disobedient  to  the  heavenly 
vision,  to  labor  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Lord  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world  through  Christ  our  Lord  and 
his  church. 

This  is  the  positive  and  correct  ap- 
proach to  the  solution  of  the  world's 
problems.  If  we  can  convert  the 
whole  world  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  church,  we  need  not 
fear  universal  military  training,  mili- 
tarism, communism  or  war,  for  these 
will  be  superfluous  and  things  of 
the  past.  The  prophets'  words  con- 
cerning the  end  of  war  and  the  con- 
version   of   plowshares    and    spears 


into  pruning  hooks,  will  have  been 
realized  and  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
will  have  come  to  earth. 

The  genuine  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
can  never  sanction  violence  in  any 
form.  Violence  in  the  settlement  of 
labor  problems  or  disputes  of  any 
kind  among  men  is  a  carryover  from 
barbarism  and  does  not  belong  to  a 
Christian  civilized  state.  We  cannot 
emphasize  this  too  often. 

The  particular  mission  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  to  lead 
the  way  persistently,  in  a  program 
of  peace  for  all  the  world.  This  happy 
state  is  a  present  possibility  or  else 
it  would  never  have  been  promised 
in  God's  Holy  Word. — Edmund  C. 
Metzger,  Chicago,  111. 

Progress  Toward  Brotherhood 

I  have  been  reading  the  book,  Two 
Friends  of  Man,  by  Ralph  Korngold, 
published  by  Little,  Brown  &  Com- 
pany. It  is  the  story  of  William 
Lloyd  Garrison  and  Wendell  Phillips 
and  their  relationship  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  is  a  stirring  account  of 
these  dauntless  men  and  their  cour 
age  in  the  face  of  such  opposition 
few  men  have  had. 

A  statement  in  this  book  gave  me 
pause:-  "With  the  exception  of  the 
Quakers  not  a  single  religious  de- 
nomination took  a  stand  against 
slavery  until  public  opinion  made 
it  impossible  to  remain  neutral." 
How  about  this?  I  have  always  been 
taught  that  the  Church  of  the  Breth 
ren  always  opposed  slavery  and  that 
a  man  was  excommunicated  if  he 
held  slaves. 

This  book  has  held  special  signifi- 
cance for  me  because  my  immediatel 
neighborhood  has  just  past  through] 
quite  a  turmoil  because  it  wasl 
thought  that  a  disgruntled  honn 
owner  had  sold  his  property  to 
Negroes.  People  were  up  in  arms.  I 
had  to  think  we  hadn't  made  mu 
progress  toward  brotherhood  in  mo: 
than  a  century. 

Maybe  our  own  people  need  i 
stirring  up  as  to  their  attitude  or 
this  question.  The  Supreme  Cour' 
has  said  the  colored  man  cannot  b< 
excluded  from  any  neighborhood 
yet  how  effectively  we  bar  him! 

I  would  like  to  see  some  articles  ii 
the  Messenger  on  this  subject  b: 
some  people  who  feel  strongly  on  il 

I  pray  that  some  day  we  may  al 
embrace  Garrison's  motto  as  ou 
own,  "Our  country  is  the  world — ou 
countrymen  are  all  mankind." — Mrs 
Hazel  M.  Fasnacht,  Pomona,  Calif. 
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Some  important  values 
of  rural  life  are  often 
sacrificed  to  the  desire 
to  have  the  latest  in 
farm  machinery 


William   J.   Tinkle 

Albany,   Indiana 
Photo  by  E.  G.  Hoff 


Tractor  vs.  Grindstone 


THE  auctioneer  at  a  big  farm 
sale  had  many  articles  to 
dispose  of.  Shovels,  cans  of 
paint  and  watering  troughs  at- 
tracted lively  bidding  among  a 
large  crowd.  Next  came  a  grind- 
stone. The  bidding  began  at 
twenty-five  cents  and  lagged. 
For  forty  cents  I  was  able  to 
buy  a  grindstone  that  needed 
only  the  tightening  of  the  set 
screw  to  make  it  work. 

I  am  not  writing  to  report  a 
bargain  but  to  call  attention  to 
the  reason  the  grindstone  was 
passed  by.  Just  as  it  was  put 
up  for  sale  a  man  drove  by  with 
a  tractor  that  was  to  be  sold 
later.  All  eyes  were  upon  him, 
leaving  the  sale  crier  to  praise 
the  grindstone  in  vain.  This 
little  incident  illustrates  how  the 
tractor  and  other  large  and  ex- 
pensive farm  implements  are 
claiming  the  major  part  of  the 
farmer's  attention. 

Now  I  am  not  advocating  that 
we  dispense  with  the  tractor  for 
K  own  one  and  appreciate  it.  But 
when  we  neglect  the  grindstone 


and  other  hand  tools  and  imple- 
ments, the  farm  suffers.  Many 
folks  have  the  idea  that  farm 
work  can  be  done  from  the  trac- 
tor seat.  The  farm  is  considered 
simply  a  collection  of  cultivated 
fields.  What  about  the  pastures, 
fence  rows,  woods,  garden,  barn 
lots,  orchard,  lawn  and  build- 
ings? This  list  of  properties 
represents  a  big  share  of  the 
cash  value  of  the  countryside, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  sentimental 
value.  In  many  cases,  that  value 
was  not  so  great  as  it  was  fifteen 
years  ago  for  these  properties 
have  not  been  kept  up.  Tools  are 
needed  and  they  must  be  kept 
sharp.  It  may  be  also  that  our 
minds  are  a  little  dull. 

Our  farms  are  becoming  badly 
infested  with  weeds.  When  they 
first  make  their  appearance,  a 
little  work  with  a  spade  or  hand 
sprayer  will  control  them.  But 
we  are  not  even  teaching  our 
children  to  recognize  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  weeds.  The  result 
is  that  they  cannot  make  a  start 
at  controlling  them.   We  are  not 


going  to  save  our  land  from  per- 
manent infestation  without  dili- 
gent, intelligent  handwork  with 
small  tools.  If  weeds  are  spread 
through  a  whole  field,  it  may  pay 
to  spray  with  a  boom  drawn 
with  a  tractor  but  the  man  who 
uses  this  method  alone  does  not 
get  rid  of  all  of  his  weeds. 

One  can  easily  see  that  there 
is  something  wrong  with  our 
system.  A  tractor  costs  so  much 
money  that  a  man  must  farm 
more  acres  in  order  to  pay  for 
it.  At  that,  he  is  not  sure  he 
is  making  money  for  he  does 
not  know  how  long  his  imple- 
ment will  last.  He  rents  or  buys 
another  farm  to  cultivate  along 
with  his  own.  The  buildings  are 
not  needed,  they  are  not  kept 
up,  no  one  lives  in  them  and 
finally  they  are  torn  down.  In 
some  cases  the  buildings  on  the 
extra  farm  are  torn  down  to  re- 
duce taxes.  The  young  man  who 
wants  to  start  farming  cannot 
do  so  because  others  with  their 
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big    machinery    are    caring    for 
several  farms. 

But  is  not  the  country  a  better 
place  to  live  in  than  the  city? 
Why  reduce  the  country  popula- 
tion in  this  fashion?  If  we  will 
plant  crops  that  return  a  bigger 
net  income  per  acre,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  reduce  the  coun- 
try population.  The  church  and 
the  school  are  suffering  from  this 
loss  and  it  is  hard  to  see  what 
we  have  gained  to  offset  these 
losses. 

The  race  goes  on  —  buying 
bigger  implements  to  farm  more 
land  to  make  more  money  to 
pay  for  bigger  implements.  Now 
the  machine  is  good  for  it  re- 
duces drudgery,  but  man  must 
be  the  master  and  not  let  the 
machine  be  the  master  and  set 
the  pace.  A  tractor  or  grindstone 
or  any  other  machine  is  good 
if  it  helps  man  to  carry  out 
intelligently  made  plans,  but  it 
is  more  easily  controlled  if  it  is 
small. 

This  article  was  written  for  the  Rural 
Life  Association  and  was  sent  to  us  by 
Stanley  Hamilton,  the  executive  secretary. 
The  Rural  Life  Association  unites  in  fellow- 
ship those  "who  appreciate  the  rugged 
rural  values  of  the  plain  people." 


The  Brethren  Rural  Fellowship 


Robert  F.  Eshleman 

THE  Brethren  Rural  Fellow- 
ship, open  to  anyone  inter- 
ested in  rural  life,  exists  to 
create  more  intimate  fellowship 
and  sharing  between  Brethren 
who  serve  in  God's  rural  vine- 
yard as  well  as  with  rural  Chris- 
tians everywhere  around  the 
world.  It  was  inaugurated  at 
the  first  fellowship  luncheon 
at  the  Grand  Rapids  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  $1.00  contribution 
to  the  Brethren  Rural  Fellowship 
includes  a  subscription  to  the 
Christian  Rural  Fellowship  Bul- 
letin and  support  of  the  work 
of  the  advisory  council  in  meet- 
ing postage  and  mailing  costs. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  been  historically  a  fellow- 
ship of  rural  people.  Following 
the  work  of  Bro.  I.  W.  Moomaw 
as  rural  life  secretary,  the  Rural 
Life  Advisory  Council  was 
formed  at  the  Orlando  Confer- 
ence to  continue  to  give  counsel 
and  direction  in  the  field  of  rural 
life  in  our  Brotherhood. 


The  council  has  functioned  on 
a  nonbudgetary  basis  in  co-op- 
eration with  the  Ministry  and 
Home  Mission  Commission  of 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board. 
It  has  prepared  a  bibliography 
of  rural  life  source  materials  and 
rural  life  goals,  and  members 
of  the  council  have  participated 
in  rural  life  institutes  in  several 
districts  and  local  churches.  Ru- 
ral life  sectional  conferences 
were  planned  and  sponsored  by 
the  council  at  Ocean  Grove  and 
Grand  Rapids.  At  present  the 
council  is  co-operating  with 
the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Grand  Rapids  Conference  to 
make  a  survey  and  study  of  the 
needs  of  the  rural  churches  of 
our  Brotherhood.  Individuals  or 
churches  facing  rural  problems 
are  invited  to  contact  the  follow- 
ing members  of  the  council: 
chairman,  Robert  F.  Eshleman; 
secretary,  Joseph  S.  Shelly;  Ross 
L.  Noff singer;  James  H.  Elrod; 
Paul  Phillips;  Howard  H.  Keim, 
Jr.;  Stanley  B.  Keim;  Glenn  By- 
erly  and  Charles  E.  Zunkel. 


EDITORIAL 


Is  Your  Happiness  Showing? 

IT  IS  no  accident  that  the  most  devoted  Chris- 
tians are  the  most  happy.  They  have  discovered 
the  secret  of  giving  themselves,  and  that  is 
why  they  get  so  much  out  of  the  ordinary  gifts 
of  life.  They  do  not  pursue  happiness,  but  they 
find  instead  that  a  spontaneous  spring  of  joy  wells 
up  while  they  are  about  the  work  of  God.  Seek- 
ing first  the  kingdom  and  its  righteousness,  they 
are  contented  to  live  one  day  at  a  time.  And  in 
every  day,  even  amid  sorrow  and  pain,  they  find 
the  joyous  strength  that  comes  unasked  to  the 
children  of  God. 

This  happiness  is  no  gay  delirium  induced  by 
escape  from  the  hard  facts  of  life,  no  intoxication 
of  the  blood  prompted  by  artificial  stimulants.  It 
is  rather  the  quiet  confidence  that  is  nourished 
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upon  faith,  the  outgoing  of  a  love  too  great  for 
one  heart  to  hold.  It  is,  therefore,  a  contagious 
joy,  a  radiance  that  shines  all  around  a  Christian's 
character.  And  it  shows  in  all  that  he  does. 

If  your  days  have  seemed  drab  and  if  the 
gifts  that  life  has  bestowed  seem  meager,  you  may 
have  tried  to  pursue  happiness  instead  of  giving  it 
to  others.  Or  you  may  have  thought  you  needed 
to  escape  to  exotic  places  with  romantic  names, 
forgetting  that  your  only  escape  from  yourself  is 
in  losing  yourself  for  Christ's  sake. 

But  the  opportunities  to  live  happily  are  right 
at  home.  Tomorrow's  sun  can  touch  everything 
you  see  with  the  glory  of  a  burning  bush.  Your 
neighbor  is  hungry  for  the  assurance  of  your  smile 
and  the  warmth  of  your  handshake.  A  dozen 
worthy  organizations  will  take  on  new  life  if  you 
bring  it  to  them.  Your  church  will  not  only  wel- 
come your  energetic  support;  its  services  will  in 
turn  rejuvenate  you.    Your  horizons  are  unlim- 


ited  when  you  take  God  with  you  into  a  busy  life. 
Let  your  life  revolve  about  him  and  you  will  begin 
to  radiate  his  joy. 

New  life  begins  when  you  take  Jesus  Christ 
into  your  heart.  But  you  cannot  keep  him  for 
yourself  alone  or  you  will  lose  him.  If  you  share 
your  joy,  it  will  continue  to  increase.  Every  day 
becomes  new  when  you  "walk  in  newness  of 
life."  Every  day  can  see  a  transformation  of  trivial 
tasks  into  golden  opportunities.  If  your  life  has 
lost  its  radiance,  look  again  to  the  Lord  of  joy. 


Prayer  Before  Voting 

LORD  of  my  heart  and  God  of  all  the  nations, 
as  I  take  up  this  ballot  and  as  I  enter  this 
booth,  I  pause  to  give  thee  thanks  and  to  ask 
thy  guidance.  I  thank  thee  for  the  privilege  that 
is  mine  to  share  in  shaping  my  community  and 
my  world.  This  is  no  ordinary  paper  I  hold  in  my 
hand.  It  is  a  symbol  of  the  government  of  which 
I  am  a  part  and  a  reminder  of  my  duty  to  cast 
my  vote  for  a  more  Christian  democracy.  In  my 
duty  at  this  moment  I  need  thy  help.  Direct  my 
hand  as  I  mark  my  ballot. 

Let  me  see  these  names  before  me  not  merely 
as  names  but  as  personalities  whom  I  can  judge 
as  men;  let  me  look  beyond  their  campaign  oratory 
to  the  issues  on  which  they  stand,  so  that  I  may 
choose  those  whose  deepest  convictions  reflect 
thy  Spirit.  Help  me  to  put  Christian  standards 
above  party  loyalty,  the  welfare  of  all  thy  children 
above  any  local  or  sectional  interests.  Help  me  to 
make  every  vote,  even  when  the  alternatives  are 
limited,  a  vote  for  thy  kingdom. 

I  ask  thy  forgiveness  not  only  for  the  unfortu- 
nate choices  I  have  made  in  the  past,  but  also  for 
my  failure  to  back  up  the  men  who  represented 
me.  When  they  waited  to  hear  from  me,  I  was 
too  busy.  To  their  difficult  problems  I  was  often 
indifferent.  I  forgot  to  thank  them  for  their  wisest 
decisions  and  yet  I  criticized  them  when  I  thought 
they  failed  me.  And  I  neglected  to  pray  for  them. 

Therefore,  let  me  never  become  cynical  or 
despairing  about  those  whose  names  I  consider 
now.  For  they  are  also  thy  children.  If  they  are 
elected  by  my  vote  and  others,  wilt  thou  grant 
them,  dear  Lord,  a  measure  of  thy  great  wisdom 
and  mercy  because  the  destinies  of  millions  may 
rest  in  their  hands.  Give  them  a  sincere  desire 
for  righteousness  and  peace  and  give  them  the 
courage  to  uphold  our  highest  ideals. 

Although  my  vote  is  but  one  among  thousands, 
it  is  still  one  vote,  and  it  may  be  the  one  that 
decides  the  issue.  So  I  dedicate  it  to  thee.  As  I 
fulfill  this,  my  Christian  duty,  help  me  to  serve 
my  family,  my  neighbors,  my  church  and  my 
community  and  to  honor  thy  kingdom.   Amen. 


Fill  the  Spaces 

Select  a  large  box.  and  place  in  it  as 
many  cannon  balls  as  it  will  hold,  and  it 
is,  after  a  fashion,  full;  but  it  will  hold  more 
if  smaller  matters  be  found.  Bring  a  quantity 
of  marbles;  very  many  of  these  may  be 
packed  into  the  spaces  between  the  larger 
globes;  the  box  is  now  fulL  but  still  only 
in  a  sense;  it  will  contain  more  yet.  There 
are  interstices  in  abundance,  into  which  you 
may  shake  a  considerable  amount  of  small 
shot,  and  now  the  chest  is  full  beyond  all 
question;  but  yet  there  is  room.  You  cannot 
put  in  another  shot  or  marble,  much  less 
another  ball;  but  you  will  find  that  several 
pounds  of  sand  will  slide  down  between  the 
larger  materials,  and  even  then  between  the 
granules  of  sand,  if  you  empty  a  jug,  there 
will  be  space  for  all  the  water,  and  for  the 
same  quantity  several  times  repeated. 

Where  there  is  no  space  for  the  great, 
there  may  be  room  for  the  little;  where  the 
little  cannot  enter,  the  less  can  make  its  way; 
and  where  the  less  is  shut  out,  the  least  of 
all  may  find  ample  room.  So  where  time  is, 
as  we  may  say,  fully  occupied,  there  must 
be  stray  moments,  occasional  intervals  and 
snatches  which  might  hold  a  vast  amount  of 
little  usefulness  in  the  course  of  months  and 
years.  What  a  wealth  of  minor  good,  as  we 
think  it  to  be.  might  be  shaken  down  into 
the  interstices  of  ten  years'  work,  which 
might  prove  to  be  as  precious  in  result  by 
the  grace  of  God,  as  the  greater  works  of 
the  same  period. — C.  H.  Spurgeon. 


Good  for  Evil 

IT  IS  just  a  brief  item  in  the  news  from  Oslo, 
Norway,  released  by  Worldover  Press,  but  it 
tells  an  eloquent  story.  "Sixty  German  chil- 
dren have  come  to  Norway  for  a  three-month 
visit  to  Norwegian  homes.  A  similar  number  have 
just  gone  back  to  Germany,  having  gained  an 
average  of  nine  pounds." 

Our  source  of  information  did  not  tell  us  what 
organization  was  sponsoring  this  project  or  with 
what  motive.  But  recalling  that  not  so  many  years 
ago  Norway  was  held  under  German  occupation 
and  Norwegian  homes  had  many  unwelcome  Ger- 
man guests,  we  are  pleased  to  see  this  evidence  of 
a  forgiving  spirit  and  a  real  concern  for  the  inno- 
cent victims  of  war.  What  better  prescription  can 
be  found  for  the  ills  of  our  scarred  society  than 
the  practice  of  mercy,  the  willingness  to  feed  a 
former  enemy's  children?  And  what  an  example 
for  Christians  in  America,  who  sometimes  resent 
the  claims  of  suffering  humanity  upon  their  gen- 
erosity! We  too  quickly  become  weary  in  the 
effort  to  overcome  evil  with  good. 
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Coming  face  to  face  with  the  Christ  on  the 
Damascus  Road,  Saul  the  Pharisee  became 


Paul,  the  Servant  of  Christ 


Warren  W.  Slabaugh* 


and  thereafter  preached  Christ,  undergoing  cold, 
hunger,  shipwreck,  beatings,  and  imprisonment 


ONE  of  the  many  striking 
aspects  of  the  life  of  our 
Lord  was  the  spiritual 
compulsion  which  he  exercised 
on  all  who  met  him.  This  was 
due  not  to  his  earthly  fortunes, 
nor  to  any  of  those  things  which 
connote  authority  to  our  world, 
but  to  the  impact  to  his  divine 
naure.  No  one  could  be  indiffer- 
ent to  him;  they  were  either 
transformed  into  ardent  de- 
votees, or,  as  in  the  case  of 
Caiaphas  and  his  crowd,  were 
driven  to  murderous  rage. 

Of  all  those  who  met  Jesus 
no  one's  response  was  more  revo- 
lutionary than  that  of  Paul.  For 
Paul  also  met  Jesus.  Not  in  the 
flesh,  it  is  true,  but  the  experi- 
ence was  no  less  real.  He  said, 
"Last  of  all  as  to  a  child  untime- 
ly born,  he  appeared  to  me  also"; 
and  again,  "Am  I  not  an  apostle? 
Have  I  not  seen  Jesus  our  Lord?" 
And  that  meeting  had  such  a 
profound  effect  that  it  changed 
the  whole  course  of  Paul's  life. 
He  who  had  been  the  most  de- 
voted of  the  Pharisees  became 
the  most  enlightened  of  the 
Christians  of  his  generation;  per- 
haps the  most  renowned  of  all 
the  followers  of  Christ  through 
the  centuries.  This  greatness 
traces  directly  to  his  meeting 
with  his  Lord;  all  that  he  became 
and  thought  and  did  had  direct 
reference  to  Christ.  This  com- 
pelling devotion  and  interest  is 
shown  on  every  page  of  his  let- 
ters.    It    is    significant    that    he 
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refers  to  Christ  over  eleven  hun- 
dred times.  It  is  a  truism  that 
Christianity  is  the  religion  of 
a  person;  this  is  eminently  true 
of  Paul's  thought. 

This  influence  of  Christ  upon 
Paul  is  shown,  first,  in  the  area 
of  his  devotion.  He  liked  to  call 
himself  the  slave  of  Christ.  Once 
he  described  himself  as  a  captive 
led  behind  the  chariot  of  his 
triumphant  Lord.  Once  he  had 
been  a  follower  of  Moses,  but  in 
Jesus  he  met  one  not  merely 
greater  than  Moses;  he  met  one 
who  was  more  than  man,  more 
than  his  highest  expectation  of 
the  promised  Jewish  Messiah. 
The  twelve  acclaimed  Jesus  as 
the  Messiah,  a  faith  which  was 
shaken  by  the  crucifixion.  But 
Paul's  faith  went  beyond  the 
Jewish  expectation;  he  saw  in 
Jesus  the  Incarnation  of  God, 
the  Logos  having  become  flesh 
and  dwelling  among  men,  full 
of  the  glory  and  reality  of  God. 
Paul  was  the  first  to  describe 
this  supreme  miracle  of  the  ages 
when  he  said,  "[He]  emptied 
himself,  taking  the  form  of  a 
servant,  being  born  in  the  like- 
ness of  men.  And  being  found 
in  human  form  he  humbled  him- 
self and  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  death  on  a  cross" 
(R.S.V.). 

Second,  Paul's  gospel  was  fo- 
cused in  Christ.  Paul  became 
the  greatest  interpreter  of  Christ, 
but  he  claimed  no  authority  for 
himself.  He  exhorted  his  people 
to  imitate  him  only  insofar  as 
he  followed  Christ.  His  gospel 
had  not  been  taught  him  by  men, 
but  it  had  come  to  him  through 


revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  Paul's 
gospel  was  the  gospel  of  a  per- 
son, this  exalted  one  to  whom 
God  had  entrusted  his  plan  of 
redemption.     "To    head    up    all 


Top:  "And  he  went  to  see  them 
[Aquila  and  Priscilla];  and  be- 
cause he  was  of  the  same  trade 
he  stayed  with  them,  and  they 
worked,  for  by  trade  they  were 
tentmakers" 

Bottom:   "So  Paul,  standing  in  the 

middle   of   the    Areopagus,    said. 

'Men   of  Athens,   I  perceive  that 

.  .  .  you  are  very  religious' " 


things  in  Christ"  was  Paul's 
statement.  One  of  the  great 
texts  of  the  New  Testament  is 
his  declaration,  "God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  un- 
to himself." 

Paul  was  able  to  compress  his 
gospel  into  a  few  key  words  and 
they  all  relate  to  Christ.  One 
is  sin;  Saul  the  Pharisee  might 
have  boasted  about  his  attain- 
ments, but  when  he  stood  in  the 
presence  of  the  glorified  Lord, 
he  saw  himself  as  "the  chief  of 
sinners."  Men  were  held  in  the 
bondage  of  sin;  only  the  great 
servant  of  Jehovah  could  lift  the 
burden.  Paul  graphically  de- 
scribed mankind's  sin,  and  his 
own,  as  "a  force  of  sin  in  my 


Top:    "Three  times  I  have  been 
shipwrecked" 

Bottom:    "I,  Paul,  an  ambassador 

and    now    a    prisoner    also    for 

Christ  Jesus" 


members."  Paul  took  the  Greek 
word  for  beauty,  grace,  and  gave 
it  an  even  greater  beauty  when 
he  used  it  to  describe  God's  gift 
of  salvation,  unmerited  by  sinful 
man.  Faith  is  man's  response  to 
the  grace  of  God,  a  commitment 
to  Christ,  God's  agent  of  redemp- 
tion. Paul  took  an  obscure 
Greek  word,  agape,  love,  and 
made  it  into  a  glorious  word, 
denoting  the  active  principle  by 
which  the  Christian  orders  his 
life  in  triumphant  living  and 
loving  service.  And  finally  in 
the  word  spirit  he  made  clear 
the  distinction  between  life  in 
the  flesh,  the  material  side  of 
man's  existence,  and  that  which 
is  real  and  permanent.  Christ 
bestows  the  favor  of  God,  right- 
eousness, something  in  the  realm 
of  spirit,  transcending  all  that 
is  physical  and  material. 

Paul  came  close  to  under- 
standing Christ,  who  alone  re- 
solved perfectly  the  problem  of 
living  above  the  material  and 
yet  using  the  material  as  a 
means  to  spiritual  ends.  There- 
fore, Paul's  indifference  to  his 
precarious  economic  fortune,  his 
philosophy  of  contentment,  his 
endurance  of  suffering  without 
repining.  The  true  Paul  was 
"the  man  in  Christ."  He  uses 
the  phrase  in  Christ  and  its 
equivalents  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  times.  The  Spirit 
mediated  the  presence  of  deity 
in  his  life;  not  merely  as  an 
emotional  experience  but  as  a 
living  presence  and  power.  "If 
any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creation."  Thus  Paul  not 
only  received  his  gospel  from 
Christ;  Christ  was  the  gospel. 
Third,  Paul's  ministry  was  the 
response  to  the  revelation  of 
Christ.  He  was  commissioned  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  could  truly  say,  "I  la- 
bored more  abundantly  than 
they  all,"  not  in  any  sense  of 
boasting,  for  Paul  had  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  Great  Servant. 
We  would  know  little  of  Paul's 
sufferings  had  not  the  Corinthian 
church  compelled  him  to  boast, 


for  the  new  Paul  had  put  aside 
all  boasting  as  unworthy.  "Be 
it  far  from  me  to  boast  save  in 
the  cross  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  Paul  set  out  to  preach 
the  gospel  all  the  way  from  An- 
tioch  to  Rome  and  even  Spain; 
in  his  devotion  and  gratitude  he 
determined  to  do  more  than  was 
demanded;  and  so  he  carried  on 
the  work  at  his  own  charges. 
And  all  this  for  no  motive  other 
than  to  serve  and  follow  his 
Lord,  even  to  the  death. 

An  implicit  in  the  church 
which  Paul  helped  to  establish 
across  the  ancient  world  is  this 
idea  of  the  centrality  of  Christ, 
for  he  captured  this  idea  in  the 
phrase  which  has  never  been 
equalled:  the  church  is  the  body 
of  Christ. 

A  Prayer  for  Forgiveness 

Mrs.   Burton   Holmes 

McPherson,  Kansas 

Dear  Lord,  forgive  me.  Yes- 
terday I  said  Mary  Jones  was  a 
spitfire.  I  made  people  laugh  at 
Mary  Jones.  I  laughed  instead 
of  helping.  Now  Mary  Jones 
cannot  witness  for  Christ  be- 
cause people  will  laugh  at  her. 

Dear  God,  forgive  me.  I  re- 
peated unkind  remarks  con- 
cerning one  who  is  trying  to  be 
a  Christian.  Cutting  words  such 
as  mine  made  it  harder.  I 
thought  she  was  a  spitfire.  But 
maybe  she  has  endured  physical 
pain  which  I  do  not  know  of. 
Or  maybe  her  own  home  is  full 
of  problems  to  the  point  of 
distraction.  In  her  hour  of  need 
I  did  not  help  her. 

Dear  forgiving  Father,  I  must 
confess  I  was  cowardly.  Behind 
her  back  I  talked  unkindly. 
Today  I  want  to  help  her  over 
the  hard  places.  If  I  say  any- 
thing to  other  people  about  Mary 
Jones  today,  let  it  be  something 
good.  If  I  think  something  else 
should  be  said,  let  me  speak  face 
to  face  with  Mary  Jones  in  an 
humble,  loving  Christlike  way, 
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Six  Months 

in  the 
Gaza  Strip 


Forest  S.  Eisenbise 

Pasadena,  California 


A  CUP  OF  MILK  AND  OF  SOUP  "FOR  ONE  OF  THE  LEAST  OF  THESE  MY  BRETHREN' 


AS  A  result  of  the  warfare 
between  Israel  and  the 
Arab  states,  there  are 
three  fourths  of  a  million  Pales- 
tinian Arabs  who  are  homeless, 
helpless  and  hungry  in  the  Mid- 
dle East.  Up  to  the  present  time 
the  United  Nations  has  seeming- 
ly made  little  progress  in  any 
definite  plan  for  their  resettle- 
ment and  rehabilitation.  A  com- 
paratively small  number  of 
women  and  children  have  been 
repatriated  in  Israel.  Some  fam- 
ilies have  been  reunited,  but  the 
large  majority  are  still  in  the 
tent  camps  in  the  wilderness 
near  Jericho,  in  the  hills  near 
Bethlehem  and  Ramallah  and  in 
the  sand  dunes  of  the  Gaza  strip. 
The  United  Nations  ration  lines 
still  operate  and  the  dispossessed 
and  discouraged  villagers  in  Pal- 
estine ask  the  daily  question, 
"When  can  we  go  back  to  our 
homes?" 

I  accepted  an  invitation  to  join 
the    American    Friends    Service 
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Committee  team  under  the 
United  Nations  Relief  for  Pales- 
tine Refugees  Commission  in 
February  1949.  A  newly  ap- 
pointed sanitary  engineer  and  I 
took  off  from  New  York  by  plane 
in  the  late  afternoon  of  Monday, 
February  21.  We  landed  in 
Cairo,'  Egypt,  in  time  for  an  early 
breakfast  on  Wednesday.  The 
next  day,  in  company  with  sev- 
eral more  workers,  we  boarded 
a  train  for  the  ten-hour  run 
through  the  desert  from  Cairo 
to  the  old  Philistine  city  of  Gaza. 
We  arrived  about  dark  and  were 
soon  settled  in  with  the  Quaker 
unit,  which  was  still  in  the 
throes  of  organization  and  just 
getting  the  feel  of  the  tremen- 
dous relief  challenge  presented 
by  the  needs  of  over  two  hun- 
dred thousand  refugees  in  that 
area. 

Gaza  is  a  city  with  a  normal 
population  of  about  50,000.  Some 
70,000  refugees  had  crowded  in 
and  were  living  in  abandoned 
buildings,  open  spaces,  against 
walls,  under  trees,  holes  in  the 


hillsides   and   in   an  assortment 
of  shelters  and  shacks. 

The  Gaza  strip  extends  some 
twenty-five  miles  from  Gaza  to 
the  Egyptian  frontier.  It  varies 
from  two  to  five  miles  in  width 
beween  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
and  the  Israeli  line.  This  narrow 
corridor  of  sandy  seacoast  is  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Egyptian 
government.  Several  small 
towns  and  villages  in  the  area 
are  having  the  same  experience 
with  refugees  as  Gaza. 

The  AFSC  unit  organized  sev- 
eral tent  camps  and  set  up  a 
dozen  distribution  centers.  The 
United  Nations  furnished  the 
food  given  out  each  two-week 
period  and  the  Egyptian  army 
assisted  in  transportation.  The 
ration  was  usually  flour,  beans 
or  peas,  cooking  oil  or  sugar  and 
one  other  item  such  as  dates, 
onions,  potatoes,  canned  meat  or 
fish.  The  nutritional  goal  of 
16,000  calories  a  day  per  person 
was  never  quite  reached. 

The  Quaker  unit  team  con- 
sisted   of    about    fifty    workers 


directly  concerned  with  food, 
clothing  and  housing  operations 
plus  a  medical  unit  of  doctors 
and  nurses  numbering  from  44 
in  April  last  year  to  109  in  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year.  The  entire 
medical  staff  was  under  the 
supervision  of  an  excellent  doc- 
tor loaned  to  AFSC  by  the  World 
Health  Organization.  This  group 
of  earnest  workers  attempted  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  thousands 
of  Arab  refugees  whose  plight 
had  been  largely  overlooked  by 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

My  particular  job  was  that  of 
camp  leader.  Soon  after  my  ar- 
rival, I  was  placed  in  charge  of 
a  camp  of  15,000  refugees  located 
nearly  5  miles  out  from  the 
city.  This  camp  became  my  fam- 
ily for  the  next  six  months.  As 
we  were  situated  on  the  site  of 
an  old  British  army  camp,  we 
were  fortunate  in  having  quite 
a  number  of  substantial  build- 
ings. These  were  divided  into 
rooms  by  the  simple  device  of 
stretching  barbed  wires  each 
way  across  the  room  from  wall 
to  wall  about  ten  feet  apart  and 
suspending  open  flour  sacks  to 
form  partitions.  These  marked 
off  sections  would  scarcely  be 
called  private  but  the  refugees 
in  the  buildings  were  at  least 
sheltered  from  the  wind. 


The  members  of  our  A.F.S.C. 
unit  occupied  four  buildings  in 
the  city  of  Gaza,  had  a  common 
dining  hall  and  a  large  room  for 
staff  meetings  for  worship  and 
other  group  activity.  After  an 
early  breakfast  there,  those  of 
us  in  charge  of  out-of-town 
camps  left  Gaza  by  truck  or  jeep, 
beginning  our  full  day  early  in 
the  morning  and  continuing  un- 
til late  in  the  evening.  We 
planned  to  be  back  together  for 
the  evening  meal  at  Gaza  at  6:30 
or  7  o'clock. 

Refugees  were  registered  and 
furnished  with  cards.  Medical 
clinics  were  set  up,  milk  distri- 
bution centers  were  constructed, 
2,000  latrines  were  built,  schools 
were  organized,  every  tent  and 
building  was  sprayed  with  a 
DDT  solution  and  every  person 
in  the  area  was  dusted  with  DDT 
powder,  vaccinated  and  inocu- 
lated against  typhoid. 

Except  for  the  tireless  as- 
sistance of  a  large  number  of 
Arab  helpers,  this  work  would 
have  been  almost  impossible.  I 
was  exceptionally  fortunate  in 
having  an  able  and  experienced 
associate,  a  government  em- 
ployee loaned  to  the  project. 
Much  of  the  praise  our  well- 
ordered  camp  received  was  due 
to  his  intelligent  handling  of  the 
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people  and  his  keen  suggestions 
as  to  procedures. 

The  Arabs  are  a  splendid  peo- 
ple, friendly,  cheerful,  resource- 
ful and  intelligent.  Moslem  or 
Christian,  they  have  a  very 
sturdy  faith  in  God  and  his  over- 
ruling providence.  They  are  in 
desperate  circumstances  now  but 
they  are  hoping  and  praying  for 
a  better  future.  They  deserve 
our  interest  and  sympathy,  our 
prayers  and  help  in  every  way 
possible.  One  of  the  ways  in 
which  we  can  help  is  to  work 
through  our  State  Department 
to  urge  the  UN  Council  to  ex- 
pedite plans  for  resettling  these 
refugees. 


An  Ancient  Atomic 
Weapon 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Pritchett 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

I  AM  more  deadly  than  the 
screaming  shell  from  a 
howitzer;  I  ruin  without  kill- 
ing. I  tear  down  homes;  I  break 
hearts  and  wreck  lives.  I  have  no 
respect  for  truth  or  justice,  no 
mercy  for  the  defenseless.  You 
will  find  me  in  the  pews  of  the 
pious  and  the  haunts  of  the  un- 
holy. I  am  wily,  cunning, 
malicious,  and  I  gather  strength 
with  age.  I  make  my  way  where 
greed,  mistrust  and  dishonor  are 
unknown.  I  feed  on  good  and 
bad  alike.  My  victims  are  as: 
numerous  as  the  sands  of  the. 
sea  and  often  as  innocent.  I 
never  forgive  and  seldom  forget. 
My  name  is  gossip." 

The  above  quotation  is  anony- 
mous and  old,  but  it  describes  an 
ancient  destructive  weapon 
which  is  about  as  deadly  as  the 
atomic  bomb.  In  all  communi- 
ties hearts  and  lives  have  been 
broken  by  just  plain,  idle  gossip. 
Sometimes  it  is  the  pious  church- 
going  person  who  finds  fault 
and  spreads  gossip.  It  is  good 
advice  to  judge  not  that  you  be 
not  judged. 
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I  NOTICED  you  were  out  of 
the  office  the  early  part  of 
this  week,  Raymond.  Do  you 
mind  telling  me  where  you  have 
been? 

I  don't  mind  being  checked  up 
on.  I  was  in  New  York  for  one 
of  the  periodic  meetings  of  the 
Federal  Council  executive  com- 
mittee. That  committee  has 
about  five  or  six  meetings  a  year. 
We  have  two  members  on  the 
executive  committee.  A.  G. 
Breidenstine  has  been  serving 
with  me  for  the  past  two  years. 
One  of  us  usually  attends  the 
meeting. 

Was  that  the  group  that  made 
some  statement  about  economic 
controls?  I  read  a  newspaper 
report  of  that,  also  an  editorial 
that  implied  that  churchmen 
may  be  experts  in  theology  but 
tvhen  they  speak  of  economics, 
they  are  in  the  wrong  field.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  get  your 
point  of  view.  These  men  who 
attend  your  meetings,  are  they 
just  theologians,  or  do  they  have 
other  interests? 

I  would  say  that  the  represen- 
tation at  the  Federal  Council  is 
made  up,  not  primarily  of  the- 
ologians, but  for  the  most  part 
by  church  officials  —  pastors, 
bishops,  board  secretaries  and  a 
few  laymen.  And,  of  course,  on 
the  Federal  Council  staff  there 
is  an  expert  leadership  in  these 
various  fields. 

In  glancing  over  this  agenda 
I  notice  that  a  number  of  these 
questions  have  already  been 
studied  by  a  commission.  It  is 
good  to  have  these  experts  pre- 
pare statements  but  just  how  do 
activities  like  these  help  the  lay- 
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man  in  the  local  church?  The 
Federal  Council  seems  a  little 
remote  from  our  local  church, 
for  example. 

The  Federal  Council,  of  course, 
is  made  up  of  various  church 
representatives  and  they  employ 
a  staff  who  are  expert  in  various 
fields.  For  instance,  you  have 
seen  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  International  Justice 
and  Goodwill,  a  message  for 
World  Order  Day.  How  does 
that  get  to  the  laymen?  This 
message  is  prepared  for  World 
Order  Sunday,  is  sent  out  to  the 
various  denominational  head- 
quarters and  is  published  in 
denominational  papers.  Often 
local  pastors  order  this  material 
and  use  it  on  these  special  days 
in  their  local  parishes. 

I  can  see  how  those  statements 
are  helpful.  In  this  matter  of 
world  order,  do  you  find  that  the 
representatives  of  the  peace 
churches  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee are  sometimes  in  a  minor- 
ity position? 

Yes.  Sometimes  we  are.  The 
world  order  statement  had  been 
prepared  by  Dr.  Van  Kirk  and 
his  associates,  rather  carefully 
prepared.  It  referred  often  to 
the  United  Nations  and  to  its 
various  positive  endeavors.  Yet 
the  statement  supported  what 
the  paper  referred  to  as  a  police 
action  in  Korea.  That  presents 
a  problem  for  pacifists  with  our 
point  of  view. 

Do  you  feel  that  our  point  of 
view,  in  a  case  like  that,  is  con- 
sidered? Is  there  any  real  value 
in  our  being  present  even  when 
we  can't  always  go  along  with 
the  majority? 

Let  me  tell  you  what  happened 


there.  A  Quaker  lady  asked  for 
the  floor  and  stated  that  al- 
though she  appreciated  many 
things  in  this  world  order  state- 
ment, she  could  not  go  along  as 
an  individual  and  did  not  think 
the  Quaker  group  would  do  so. 
Dr.  Dahlberg,  a  Baptist  leader, 
who  had  taken  the  pacifist  lead- 
ership at  Toronto  and  other 
places,  expressed  a  similar  feel- 
ing. So  it  was  agreed  that  a 
statement  should  be  appended  to 
this  document  saying  that  indi- 
viduals who  did  not  agree  with 
this  support  of  the  United  Na- 
tions' police  action  could  register 
opposition.  Five  of  us  registered 
our  opposition  to  that  aspect  of 
the  world  order  paper  and  our 
objection  will  be  included  in  it  as 
it  goes  out  to  the  denominations. 

Then,  even  though  the  action 
of  the  majority  is  different,  our 
point  of  view  is  still  given  pub- 
licity. You  would  conclude  that 
there  is  value  in  our  being  rep- 
resented at  such  a  meeting? 

Very  definitely  so.  I  would 
say  that  there  is  real  positive 
value  in  the  minority  peace 
groups  being  in  on  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Federal  Council. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that.  If  we 
had  time,  I  would  be  eager  to 
hear  a  lot  more  about  the  work 
of  the  council  in  evangelism,  for 
example.  I  know  that  a  lot  of  us 
are  interested  in  that.  I  would 
like  to  know  more  about  how  the 
united  evangelistic  advance  is 
progressing.  Just  one  more 
question,  though.  The  Federal 
Council,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
going  out  of  existence  as  the 
Federal  Council.  Is  that  right? 

Yes.  This  meeting  I  attended 
likely  represented  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  executive  committee 


of  the  Federal  Council.  The  con- 
stituting convention  for  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  is 
to  be  held  in  Cleveland  near 
the  end  of  November.  There 
eight  national  interdenomina- 
tional agencies  will  merge  in- 
to the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  In  the  National  Coun- 
cil, however,  there  will  be  four 
major  divisions,  Christian  Edu- 
cation, Home  Missions,  Foreign 
Missions  and  a  fourth  on  Life 
and  Work,  which  will  pick  up 
a  good  many  of  the  activities 
that  are  now  being  carried  on 
by  the  Federal  Council. 

Do  you  think  that  this  new 
organization  will  make  even 
more  valuable  our  co-operation 
in  this  ecumenical  movement? 

We  shall  be  able  to  correlate 
our  interdenominational  work 
and  be  more  of  a  united  front, 
I  think,  in  America  through  this 
one  agency. 


It  looks  as  if  we  could  be  not 
only  what  a  reporter  for  the 
Christian  Century  said  last  year, 
"Brethren,  but  ecumenical."  We 
can  be  ecumenical  but  Brethren. 

We  Need  a  Revival 

William  E.  Thompson 

Dixon,  Dlinois 

WE  NEED  a  revival  of  the 
family  altar  when  the 
family  met  in  a  room  to- 
gether and  father  picked  up  a 
Bible  that  was  not  dusty  and 
read  a  passage  of  Scripture  and 
prayed  that  God  might  forgive 
them  of  their  sins  and  help  them 
to  rededicate  their  lives  to  the 
unfinished  tasks  before  them. 

We  need  a  revival  of  the 
ideals  of  truth,  honesty  and 
justice  which  gave  our  church 
power,  stability  and  prestige  in 
every  community  where  the 
Brethren  settled.  As  they  lived 
and  practiced  those  ideals  they 


became  a  dynamic  power  in  the 
community  in  leading  men  and 
women  to  the  cross  of  Calvary, 
where  they  found  Jesus  as  their 
personal  Savior. 

We  need  a  revival  of  the  be- 
lief that  marriage  is  a  sacred 
relationship  based  on  love,  for- 
giveness and  a  willingness  to 
share  opportunities  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  home. 

We  need  a  revival  of  a  con- 
sciousness of  sin  and  a  sincere 
passion  to  do  God's  will.  We 
need  a  spiritual  revival  that  will 
lead  men  to  repentance,  asking 
God  to  forgive  them,  and  a  re- 
dedication  of  life  and  talents  in 
building  Christian  character. 

We  need  a  revival  that  will 
lead  men  to  accept  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  personal  Savior,  the  Son 
of  God,  and  the  Bible  as  the  in- 
spired message  of  God,  so  that 
they  may  live  together  in  peace 
and  harmony. 


Damascus  Road 


RIGHTED  BY.PROV1DENCELLITHOGRAPH  C> 


That  noonday  sun  was  brilliant  overhead. 

Its  heavy  heat  reflected  by  the  sands. 

And  we  were  hot  and  wearied  by  the  road. 

Ready  to  stop  if  Saul  but  gave  the  word — 

But  no!  the  anger  in  his  burning  eyes 

Was  just  as  merciless  as  was  the  sun — 

He  would  keep  on  until  we'd  see  the  walls 

Of  that  great  city  just  ahead — until 

His  grim  and  bloody  business  would  be  done. 

Saul  was  a  leader,  that  was  evident — 
The  kind  of  man  who  never  spared  himself 
Until  his  mission,  large  or  small,  was  ended. 
Alert  and  keen  but  passionate  for  truth 
And  bitterly  contending  for  it  ever. 


He  seldom  rested,  never  losing  zeal 

For  doing  what  he  thought  was  right  and  good. 

I  never  saw  a  brighter  midday  sun — 

Yet  Saul,  with  some  strange  suddenness,  stood  still 

And  looked  with  awe  and  marvel  in  his  eyes 

Straight  into  that  most  brilliant  blaze  of  light 

I  moved  to  shade  him.  fearing  for  his  sight 

But  roughly  Saul  quick  brushed  my  hand  aside 

And  then  he  knelt  there  on  the  burning  sand. 

Lifted  his  hands  and  said,  as  to  the  sky. 

"Who  are  you.  Lord?"   Quickly  I  looked  to  see 

What  vision  claimed  him — but  I  dropped  my  eyes. 

Then  Saul  arose,  so  blind  we  had  to  lead  him. 

What  had  he  seen?  A  light  beyond  the  sun. 

The  fierce  illumination  of  God's  love 

In  One  whom  we  had  placed  upon  a  cross. 

The  Christ  whose  followers  we  sought  to  kilL 

How  can  the  whole  world  change  in  a  flash  of  light? 

How  can  the  crucified  appear  in  heaven? 

Yet  there  he  was — and  Saul  had  seen  him  there 

No  wonder  that  his  angry  heart  was  shaken 

No  wonder  that  we  led  a  broken  man 

Into  Damascus,  blind  and  seeking  light. 

But  there  a  man  of  God  was  good  to  us. 
Taking  the  ones  he  feared  into  his  home 
Until  our  leader's  eyes  were  open  and  his  heart 
Quickened  to  tell  us  of  the  Lord  he  saw. 
Saul's  vigor  showed  again,  but  now  he  smiled 
Because  love  held  his  passions  in  control. 
Again  he  led  vis,  but  this  time  to  Christ, 
The  Lord  he  met  on  that  Damascus  Road. 

K.  M. 
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What  Does  Science  Do 
to  Our  Religious  Beliefs? 


Ruth  Hawkins  Cayford 

Glendale,  California 


MANY  good  people  have 
difficulty  in  accepting  tra- 
ditional views  of  religion 
and  Biblical  interpretation.  Liv- 
ing in  a  time  when  everything 
material  and  intellectual  is  sub- 
jected to  scientific  study,  they 
do  not  always  realize  that  their 
ideas  can  undergo  adjustments 
and  still  remain  thoroughly 
Christian. 

There  are  other  good  people 
who  can  accept  only  the  tradi- 
tional or  orthodox  views  they 
have  learned  from  their  child- 
hood. These  people  need  espe- 
cially to  cultivate  tolerance  for 
views  which  they  themselves 
cannot  accept  but  which  may 
produce  satisfying  Christian  ex- 
perience in  others. 

Between  these  two  kinds  of 
sincere  people  there  are  often 
serious  misunderstandings  be- 
cause they  are  hesitant  to  sub- 
ject to  scientific  scrutiny  the 
Bible  and  the  things  that  pertain 
to  spiritual  life.  But  the  Bible 
can  bear  scientific  investigation 
though  such  study  may  change 
one's  ideas  and  beliefs.  The  new 
points  of  view  may  be  so  shock- 
ing to  an  average  person  of 
conservative  thinking  that  he 
refuses  even  to  try  to  understand 
them  and  immediately  labels  the 
liberal  thinker  as  a  teacher  of 
false  doctrines.  He  may  apply 
derogatory  terms  to  him  and  he 
may  be  unwilling  to  accept  him 
as  a  fellow  Christian. 

When  a  young  student  from  a 
conservative  church  goes  to  a 
university  and  loses  his  faith  in 
God,  the  Bible  and  the  church, 


it  may  be  as  much  the  fault  of 
his  former  teaching  as  of  that 
of  the  university.  The  majority 
of  great  scientists  believe  in  God 
but  do  not  always  accept  all  the 
dogmas  of  the  church.  They  are 
usually  sincerely  seeking  the 
truth  and  are  not  deliberately 
trying  to  refute  religion.  A  stu- 
dent has  been  taught  that  the 
scientist  may  investigate  every- 
thing in  life  except  the  Bible 
and  religion.  These  are  to  be 
accepted  in  the  orthodox  tradi- 
tions of  centuries  ago.  When  a 
scientific-minded  person  finds 
that  his  religious  views  do  not 
fit  other  phases  of  his  thinking 


and  that  he  is  not  permitted  to 
adjust  his  religious  beliefs  to 
other  truth,  he  feels  that  he  must 
sacrifice  his  religion.  Fortunate 
is  the  student  who,  at  such  a 
time,  comes  in  contact  with 
Christian  leaders  liberal  enough 
to  co-ordinate  his  religious  faith 
with  his  scientific  approach. 

There  would  be  less  trouble 
for  youth  if  conservative  leaders 
in  the  church  would  countenance 
scientific  investigation  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Bible  was 
written,  the  purpose  of  each 
specific  part  and  the  difference 
in  value  of  different  parts.  Also 
if  they  were  willing  to  accept 
as  fellow  Christians  those  who 
follow  the  Christian  way  of  life 
but  have  different  beliefs  about 
the  birth  of  Christ,  the  miracles, 
the  atonement  and  other  cher- 
ished doctrines. 

We  seem  to  be  afraid  of  change 
in  religion  while  we  accept  it 
in  everything  else.  Any  scien- 
tific fact  which  is  true  .cannot 
contradict  God  or  it  would  not 
be  true.    Therefore,  fear  of  sci- 
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Frashers 

The  discovery  of  the  wonders  oi  the  universe  and  the  study  of  its  laws 
should  confirm  our  belief  in  God 


ence  reveals  weakness  in  faith. 
In  the  past  certain  Biblical  in- 
terpretations resulted  in  an  in- 
quisition in  Europe  and  in 
witchcraft  trials  in  America. 
The  church  was  struggling 
against  changes  that  came  with 
advancing  knowledge.  We  in- 
terpret the  Bible  differently  to- 
day but  we  still  have  intolerance 
with  us.  Would  it  not  be  wise 
to  try  to  solve  our  problems  with 
a  faith  that  accepts  the  Bible  but 
is  also  fully  aware  of  the  advance 
of  human  knowledge?  Truth  is 
truth  wherever  it  is  found,  so 
if  it  jars  us  loose  from  beliefs 
we  have  always  held,  let  us  ac- 
cept it  and  go  forward.  Only 
with  such  an  attitude  can  our 
Christian  faith  be  made  accepta- 
ble in  the  rapidly  changing  life 
of  the  years  to  come. 


That  One-day  Religion 

W.    H.   Zigler 

Churchville,    Virginia 

WE  HAVE  in  our  home  two 
clocks  that  strike  the 
hour.  One  of  them  has 
served  for  nearly  seventy-five 
years.  It  is  rather  accurate  but 
it  has  to  be  wound  every  day. 
The  other  needs  to  be  wound 
only  once  a  week  but  it  loses 
time  and  its  tick  sounds  hesitant 
toward  the  end  of  the  week.  It 
has  often  caused  me  to  think  that 
those  Christians  who  do  not  pray 
every  day,  who  leave  off  their 
spiritual  winding  until  Sunday, 
may  find  that  they  also  become 
very  weak  before  Sunday  comes. 
They  may  not  even  find  time  to 
attend  the  house  of  prayer. 

We  are  all  agreed  that  prayer 
is  one  of  the  most  vital  parts 
of  our  religion,  of  any  religion, 
for  that  matter,  for  one  of  the 
requirements  of  every  faithful 
Mohammedan  is  to  pray  five 
times  a  day  at  stated  times. 
Missionaries  tell  us  that  those 
whom  we  call  heathen  or  pagan 
often  spend  much  time  in  prayer. 
So  do  the  most  devout  Jews. 
Even  if  we  should  not  feel  the 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Please  advise  me  what  to  do. 
Soon  after  the  birth  of  our  first  child 
I  became  seriously  ill.  The  doctor 
says  I  may  never  be  well  and  should 
not  have  another  baby.  My  husband 
does  not  want  adopted  children  and 
I  fear  he  may  not  be  satisfied  with 
one. 

What  do  you  think  I  should  do? 
I  would  give  my  life  to  keep  my 
husband  happy,  and  I  love  children. 

I  have  seen  death's  door,  but  since 
my  anointing,  God  has  been  helping 
me,  though  I  am  still  very  weak. 
A  Steady  Reader. 

Dear  Friend, 

You  have  evidently  had  a  very 
bad  time.  From  the  fact  that  you 
had  shock  treatment  I  conclude  that 
you  must  have  been  quite  upset 
emotionally  as  well  as  being  physi- 
cally  sick. 

Please  understand  that  I  cannot 
tell  you  what  to  do  in  this  situation. 
I  may  be  able  to  help  you  to  under- 
stand certain  aspects  of  your  prob- 
lem that  are  obvious  immediately. 
I  am  assuming  that  your  doctor  has 
given  good  care  to  you  and  that  he 
has  the  very  best  interests  of  you 


and  your  family  at  heart.  He  has 
evidently  seen  enough  of  what  your 
organism  can  take  that  he  judges 
having  another  baby  is  a  greater 
risk  than  it  is  reasonable  to  take. 
I  am  also  assuming  that  the  doctor's 
judgment  has  been  given  to  your 
husband  as  well  as  to  you. 

Would  it  not  be  safe  to  assume 
another  thing?  Your  husband  would 
not  have  you  go  against  the  doctor's 
best  judgment  for  the  sake  of  pleas- 
ing his  desire  for  more  than  one 
child.  Certainly  it  would  be  more 
desirable  to  have  more  but  it  is 
most  unlikely  your  husband  is  will- 
ing to  risk  losing  you. 

Certainly  God  has  been  good  to 
you  both  in  giving  you  this  fine 
baby  and  in  restoring  you  from  a 
serious  health  condition.  He  is  able 
to  make  your  life  with  your  hus- 
band and  child  a  rich  one.  Many  a 
woman  who  finds  she  cannot  bear 
children  at  all  finds  that  her  hus- 
band loves  her  as  much  as  ever  and 
goes  through  life  with  heart  high 
and  unafraid.  Talk  frankly  with 
your  husband  about  your  problem 
and  then  make  the  best  out  of  the 
fine  thing  God  has  done  for  you. 
Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.   State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


personal  urge  and  need  of  daily 
prayer  Jesus'  statement  in  Matt. 
6:11  should  convince  us  that  he 
recommends  daily  observance  of 
prayer.  In  that  model  prayer 
which  he  taught  his  disciples  he 
said,  "Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread." 

Of  course,  the  term  bread  has 
a  broader  significance  than  the 
mere  loaf,  for  evidently  it  em- 
braces all  of  our  daily  needs  to 
sustain  our  mortal  bodies  and 
our  petitions  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  asking  for  the  things 
we  may  need.  We  need  also  to 
render  thanks  for  past  favors. 
Perhaps  the  most  glaring  sin  of 
our  day  and  time  is  our  ingrati- 
tude both  to  God  and  man  be- 
cause of  our  smug  complacency. 

Jesus  did  not  intend  for  us  to 
be  negligent  in  our  attitude  but 
he  warns  us  against  overanxiety 


when  he  says,  "Seek  first  the 
kingdom.  .  .  .  Take  no  thought 
for  the  morrow.  .  .  .  Sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 
Self-sufficiency  is  plaguing  the 
world  and  the  church  today. 
Often  we  marvel  at  the  faithful- 
ness, stability  and  progress  of 
our  forefathers,  forgetting  that 
their  adversity  was  possibly 
their  making.  They  had  time  for 
daily  prayer;  they  were  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  rush  that  sur- 
rounds and  engulfs  us. 

A  Negro  spiritual  tells  us  that 
"a  one-day  religion  won't  do," 
that  we  have  to  live  our  religion 
every  day.  These  claims  remind 
us  of  the  words  of  Paul  when 
he  wrote,  "Pray  without  ceas- 
ing." Certainly  he  did  not  mean 
for   Christians   to   go    about   on 
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their  knees  all  the  time  but 
rather  to1  maintain  a  spirit  of 
prayer  as  we  carry  out  our  daily 
duties. 

Two  small  children  were  about 
to  be  tardy  at  school.  One  sug- 
gested that  they  stop  and  kneel 
in  prayer  but  the  other  suggested 
that  they  run  and  pray.  Con- 
stant prayer  is  possible  in  a  busy 
life. 

Daily  prayer  can  keep  us  up 
to  date;  it  can  guarantee  that 
our  clocks  will  not  run  down; 
it  will  keep  our  religion  from 
being  a  one-day  religion. 

Turn  About 

Helena  B.  Kruger 

Brethren    Service    Worker    in    Europe 

EVERY  American  should 
question  himself,  "What 
did  I  do  to  prevent  war?" 
Please  don't  comfort  yourself 
and  say  that  it  is  useless  for 
you  to  do  something  toward 
peace,  and  that  it  is  too  late.  Do 
not  forget  that  silence  is  a  sign 
of  consent.  We  are  a  people's 
government,  with  the  assurance 
that  we  are  no  slaves  of  the  state. 

There  is  no  excuse  to  be  in- 
different to  the  problem  of  peace. 
Every  one  of  us  must  acknowl- 
edge that  we  have  been  victims 
of  propaganda  altogether  too 
often  since  the  end  of  the  second 
world  war.  A  valiant  few  are 
cautious  and  critical  of  what 
has  been  going  on  in  Washington. 
The  result  of  the  last  war  was 
not  a  decent  peace,  not  a  sane 
international  organization  will- 
ing to  co-operate,  but  a  world  full 
of  war  that  is  not  called  war,  of 
so-called  peace  that  is  only  par- 
tial peace. 

Working  for  peace  to  save  the 
world  from  the  total  material  col- 
lapse of  civilization  is  the  aim  of 
a  large  group  of  Christian  young 
people  all  over  the  world.  War 
must  be  and  can  be  avoided  if 
we  co-operate.  There  must  be 
peaceful  co-operation,  goodwill 
and  respect  for  one  another.  We 
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must  stop  believing  that  we  must 
defend  our  shores  against  Russia 
and  that  Communism  has  al- 
ready overcome  the  world.  It 
has  not  as  yet,  but  the  next  war 
is  likely  to  lead  to  Communist 
revolutions  everywhere,  no  mat- 
ter who  wins.  Henry  A.  Wallace 
in  his  political  debate,  Collier's 
March  20,  1948,  said,  "Since  the 
end  of  the  last  war  I  have  insist- 
ed that  those  who  preach  the  in- 
evitability of  another  war  are 
criminals.  When  we  start  talking 
peace,  we  shall  get  peace.  We 
are  the  only  nation  in  the  world 
capable  of  waging  a  major  war." 

To  work  for  peace  we  do  not 
need  an  army  or  regimentation. 
Our  work  for  peace  is  for  some 
of  us  in  our  own  particular  cor- 
ner, wherever  it  may  be.  For 
others  it  is  to  go  to  the  point  of 
danger  and  risk.  When  the  cause 
of  working  for  peace  at  some 
place  seems  all  but  lost,  we  must 
be  determined  to  work  to  the 
end.  We  shall  succeed. 

If  peace  is  to  rule  the  world 
we  must  co-operate.  Our  country 
must  make  some  contribution  by 
opening  our  markets  to  foreign 
goods,  improving  international 
trade  and  helping  the  small  coun- 
tries make  an  honest  living.  The 
Atlantic  Charter  promised  peo- 
ple in  all  lands  a  better  chance 
to  live  out  their  lives  in  freedom 
from  fear  and  want.  But  we 
have  refused  to  co-operate  with 
the  so-called  "all  lands,"  and  es- 
pecially with  the  small  nations, 
and  in  turn  they  must  sacrifice 
their  freedom  for  national  exist- 
ence. In  the  last  three  years  we 
have  changed  our  friendship, 
favor,  and  assistance  from  na- 
tion to  nation,  overnight.  Re- 
member Finland,  Poland,  Czech- 
oslovakia and  the  rest  of  the 
small  nations.  It  seems  we  not 
only  refuse  friendship  and  co- 
operation with  those  nations  that 
step  out  of  the  circle  we  trace 
for  them,  but  we  also  without 
hesitation  wipe  these  small  na- 
tions off  our  preference  list  and 
put  them  on  the  so-called  "black 
list"  similar  to  the  iron  curtain. 


President  Wilson  said,  at  the  end 
of  the  first  world  war,  that  we 
must  be  just  even  to  those  to 
whom  we  did  not  want  to  be 
just.  Let  us  stop  and  think.  We 
are  not  even  just  to  those  to 
whom  we  should  be  just. 

We,  as  a  great  nation,  are  lean- 
ing toward  the  dangerous  tend- 
ency of  self  admiration  and  are 
copying  Hitler's  megalomania  of 
being  a  super-nation.  Let  us 
avoid  the  mistake  the  Greeks 
made  centuries  ago.  They  once 
fought  a  war  to  end  war  and 
liberate  oppressed  nationalities. 
It  only  led  to  a  new  war — the  de- 
feated powers  combining  with 
those  of  the  victorious  coalition 
who  had  been  short-changed  at 
the  peace  conference — and  that 
led  to  another  war  until  the 
qualities  that  made  the  Greeks 
great  completely  disappeared. 

Many  leaders  find  the  only 
hope  of  lasting  peace  in  a  new 
social  and  international  order. 
This  may  be  necessary.  But  in 
our  work  for  peace  let  us  not  for- 
get that  without  altruism  and 
fear  of  God  there  is  no  future 
peace. 


Tribute  to  a  Christian 
Mother 

MOTHER  lives  in  a  small 
Brethren  community  in 
the  mountains  of  North 
Carolina.  She  is  growing  old; 
often  during  the  day  she  lies 
on  a  couch  in  the  dining  room, 
As  she  rests,  she  reads  the  Bible, 
Near  her  is  the  Sunday-school 
quarterly  or  the  Messenger, 
Faithfully  she  studies  each  Sun- 
day-school lesson  and  discusses 
her  thoughts  with  anyone  who 
is  near.  Sometimes  she  wants 
to  know  what  a  word  means  or 
how  to  pronounce  it.  She  is  very 
conscientious  in  her  belief  in  the 
teachings  of  the  New  Testament 
Scriptures. 

When  she  is  able,  she  mends 
clothing  for  overseas  relief.  Her 
hands  are  thin,  almost  transpar- 
ent.  They  are  beautiful  as  they 
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work,  and  they  are  always  busy. 
Their  service  knows  no  preju- 
dice. When  anyone  within  her 
reach  is  in  need  of  help  she  helps 
them  because  she  has  a  loving 
and  compassionate  heart.  She 
believes  with  John  that  love 
must  be  in  deed  as  well  as  in 
word. 

She  has  worked  hard  as  a 
helpmate  to  an  elder  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  as 
the  mother  of  five  children.  Yet 
she  walks  serenely  and  as  she 
walks  in  splendor,  her  valiant 
spirit  lives  on  in  the  younger 
hearts  she  has  nourished.  Her 
faith  is  their  boundless  heritage. 
— Nancy  Reed,  Sparta,  N.  C. 


More  Than  Others 
C.  A.  Eshelman 

Red   Cloud,   Nebraska 

WE  all  sing  about  America, 
"the  land  of  the  free"; 
we  appreciate  our  free- 
dom and  the  democratic  form  of 
government  under  which  we 
live.  It  is  a  blessed  heritage, 
indeed.  But  our  country  is  still 
in  the  making;  we  have  not  yet 
attained  perfection.  We  are  a 
segment  of  one  world,  which  is 
made  up  of  a  great  many  units 
forming  a  neighborhood.  It 
should  be  our  endeavor  to  help 
create  a  good  neighborhood  and 
thereby  establish  a  peaceful 
world. 

A  primary  step  is  necessary  in 
order  to  bring  about  a  peaceful 
world,  and  that  step  is  the  en- 
deavor to  learn  to  love  our 
neighbor  as  we  love  ourselves. 
The  Great  Teacher  instructed 
us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  our- 
selves. He  went  far  beyond  that; 
he  said  we  should  love  our  enem- 
ies and  do  good  to  those  who 
hate  us.  Can  we  do  that?  First 
let  us  see  if  we  can  love  our 
neighbors.  The  question  is  how 
much  do  we  love  ourselves.  Will 
we  love  ourselves  enough  to  do 
ourselves  good,  to  preserve  our 
own  lives,  to  abstain  from  get- 
ting hurt,   to   stay   away   from 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


I  Believe.  Nevin  Harner.  Chris- 
tian Education  Press,  1950.    $1.75. 

A  friendly,  informal  discussion  of 
our  Christian  beliefs  written  in 
attractive  language  for  youth.  The 
point  of  view  is  in  harmony  with  the 
best  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
It  is  highly  recommended  for  in- 
dividual reading,  for  CBYF  group 
discussions  and  for  a  camp  textbook. 
Nevin  Harner  is  one  of  the  foremost 
Christian  youth  leaders  of  our  time 
and  is  noted  for  his  clear  thinking. 
— Don  Snider. 

Addressed  to  Christians:  Isola- 
tionism vs.  World  Community. 
Floyd  H.  Ross.  Harper,  1950.  154 
pages.    $2.00. 

It  seems  safe  to  predict  that  few 
Brethren  will  approve  of  this  book, 
but  some  will  find  it  a  stumulating 
challenge.  As  a  professor  of  com- 
parative religion,  Ross  regards  even 
the  current  Protestant  ecumenical 
movement  culminating  in  Amster- 
dam as  an  "isolationist"  enterprise. 
He  believes  that  world  community 
in  the  area  of  religion  will  come 
only  when  Christians  recognize  the 
worth  and  validity  in  non-Christian 
religions.  The  author's  charge  that 
Christians    are    guilty    of    religious 


imperialism,  while  no  doubt  unwel- 
come, needs  a  clearer  answer  than 
we  usually  give,  especially  since 
the  charge  is  echoed  by  some  lead- 
ers in  our  missionary  lands. — Lorell 
Weiss. 

The  Christian  Message  to  Islam. 
J.  Christy  Wilson.  Revell,  1950.  189 
pages.    $2.25. 

Every  missionary  who  works 
among  Mohammedans  and  everyone 
who  plans  to  work  among  them 
should  not  only  read  this  book 
but  have  his  own  copy  at  hand 
for  ready  reference.  This  book 
is  not  a  popular  reading  book  but 
rather  a  sourcebook  giving  methods 
of  approach  to  the  followers  of  the 
faith  of  Islam.  The  tremendous 
challenge  which  Islam  presents  to 
Christianity  is  shown  in  its  most 
difficult  aspects,  and  yet  with  the 
assurance  that  Moslems  can  be  won 
to  accept  Christ  as  their  Savior. 
Because  mission  study  in  our 
schools  of  missions  for  the  coming 
year  is  based  on  Islam,  I  would 
recommend  this  book  as  excellent 
supplementary  material  to  those 
students  who  are  sincerely  inter- 
ested in  mission  work. — Anetta  C. 
Mow. 


pain,  both  physical  and  mental? 
Can  we  not  do  as  much  for  our 
neighbors?  Most  of  us  can  do  as 
much  for  good  neighbors,  neigh- 
bors in  our  own  class,  having  the 
same  color  of  skin  or  speaking 
the  same  language  we  do.  But 
when  this  is  done  "what  do  we 
more  than  others?  Do  not  sin- 
ners the  same?"  If  we  would 
strengthen  the  cause  of  democ- 
racy we  must  have  and  extend 
the  brotherhood  of  man  beyond 
the  confines  of  our  own  clique — 
even  into  the  territory  of  those 
whom  we  call  our  enemies,  the 
Russians.  We  must  prove  to  them 
that  we  are  sincere.  This  will 
test  our  mettle.  We  must  choose 
brotherhood  or  chaos  and  must 
make  some  sacrifices  in  either 
case.  But  in  choosing  the  former 
we  will  eventually  win,  while  in 
the  latter  we  suffer  eternal  loss. 
Moreover,   to   strengthen   our 


own  democracy  we  must  have 
faith  in  ourselves  and  our  neigh- 
bors. In  our  potential  power 
and  capacity  for  energy  may  we 
constructively  challenge  them 
to  the  ideology  of  brotherhood  as 
a  means  to  peaceful  settlement 
of  our  differences! 

Let  us  all  unite  to  acomplish 
this  possibility. 

LOOK  FOR  THESE  NEXT  WEEK 

Evangelism — the  Star  of  Hope,  by- 
Edward  K.  Ziegler. 

Television,  an  editorial. 

"My  Cup  Runneth  Over,"  by  F. 
C.  Neumann. 

Sharing  Food  to  Build  Peace,  by 
Thurl  Metzger  —  an  answer  to 
the  problem  of  food  surpluses. 

The  First  German  Students  Re- 
turn, an  appraisal  of  the  pro- 
gram by  Karsten  Moritz. 


NOVEMBER   4,    1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Beginning  next  Monday  and  continuing 
throughout  the  week  the  twenty-five  members 
of  the  General  Brotherhood  Board  will  meet 
in  Elgin.  Because  you  have  selected  them  and 
made  them  responsible  for  directing  the  total 
program  of  the  church,  will  you  not  remember 
these  servants  of  the  church  in  your  prayers, 
that  working  together  with  the  general  staff 
and  leaders  in  all  the  churches,  they  may  guide 
our  Brotherhood  into  more  fruitful  service  for 
God's  kingdom? 


Brother  and  Sister  Tomlonson  were  installed  into 
the  full  ministry  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ind. 

The  Michigan  District  will  have  as  its  1951  delegates 
to  Standing  Committee  H.  V.  Townsend  and  Glenn 
Fruth. 

Walter  J.  Heisey  will  represent  the  District  of 
Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota  on  the 
1951  Standing  Committee.  Charles  Nettleton  is  the 
alternate. 

Dale  Brown  has  been  chosen  by  the  District  of  Mid- 
dle Iowa  as  its  representative  on  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  1951.    Meredith  Rogers  is  the  alternate. 

The  friends  of  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher,  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  a  member  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  will  be  interested  in  knowing  that, 
although  he  has  been  in  bed  since  Sept.  21  following  a 
heart  attack,  his  doctor  says  he  is  coming  along  well. 
Bro.  Brougher  hopes  to  assume  light  duties  by  the  first 
of  November.  He  appreciates  the  prayers  of  all  his 
friends. 

A  retreat  for  men  of  the  Eastern  Region  was  held 
at  Camp  Swatara  on  Sept.  22-24.  Its  purpose  was  to 
enable  leaders  of  men's  work  to  get  away  to  a  quiet 
place  for  reflection  and  prayer  and  to  consider  the  place 
of  men  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Among  the  subjects 
studied  by  the  retreat  were  the  following:  The  Func- 
tion and  Program  of  Men's  Work,  Promoting  Pastor 
and  Laymen  Relationships,  Undergirding  Christian  Ed- 
ucation, The  Commitment  of  the  Whole  of  Life.  Joseph 
W.  Kettering  was  re-elected  president.  The  group  will 
meet  next  year  at  Camp  Harmony  at  the  same  time  of 
the  year. 

Among  some  of  the  older  members  of  the  church 
who  have  recently  celebrated  anniversaries  are  Bro. 
T.  J.  Beckwith  of  Fruitland,  Idaho,  and  Mrs.  Catherine 
Ikenberry  of  Roanoke,  Va.  In  honor  of  Bro.  Beckwith's 
ninety-second  birthday  on  Oct.  29  a  poem  was  written 
by  Sister  Sadie  M.  Krost  of  Fruitland.  Mrs.  Ikenberry, 
who  is  now  105,  is  believed  to  be  Roanoke's  oldest  living 
citizen.  Her  health  is  good  and  she  finds  many  worth- 
while things  to  do  every  day.  Among  her  children  are 
C.  S.  Ikenberry  of  Daleville,  Va.;  L.  D.  Ikenberry  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Peters  of 
Roanoke. 
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GOSPEL   MESSENGER 


L.  M.  Baldwin  of  Morrill,  Kansas,  will  represent 
Northeastern  Kansas  on  Standing  Committee  of  the 
1951  Conference.    D.  W.  Kesler  is  alternate. 

Bro.  Raymond  Martin  of  R.  1,  Salem,  Va.,  informs  us 
that  he  has  a  date  open  in  1951  for  a  revival.  Will 
anyone  interested  please   contact  him   at  his  address? 

Earl  E.  Jarboe,  who  has  been  pastor  of  the  Salem 
church,  near  Lenox,  Iowa,  has  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  the  Richland  Center  church,  Kansas.  His  new  ad- 
dress is  Beattie,  Kansas. 

C.  C.  Louder,  pastor  of  the  Tuscarawas  church,  Ohio, 
has  moved  from  Spencer,  Ohio,  into  the  parsonage  at 
1468  Shriver  Ave.,  N.E.,  Canton,  Ohio.  Will  his  cor- 
respondents please  note  this  change? 

Norlheastren  Ohio  will  have  as  its  delegates  to  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  1951  Annual  Conference 
Wilmer  A.  Petry,  Kenneth  Hollinger  and  L.  B.  Oaks. 
Glen  Bowlby,  J.  D.  Zigler  and  Ray  Walters  are  the 
alternates. 

Leamersville  church.  Middle  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
J.  Stanley  Earhart  is  the  pastor,  will  dedicate  the 
newly  erected  parsonage  on  Sunday,  Nov.  5,  at  2:30 
p.m.  Galen  R.  Blough,  pastor  of  the  Somerset  church, 
Pa.,  will  be  the  speaker. 

A.  R.  Fike,  who  has  been  working  in  the  field  of 
alcohol  and  narcotic  education  in  the  state  of  Idaho, 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Sunny  side  church,  Wash., 
as  of  Oct.  1.  His  address  is,  therefore,  changed  from 
Boise,  Idaho,  to  P.O.  Box  464,  Sunnyside,  Wash. 

Dr.  Henry  Hitt  Crane,  prominent  pastor  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  who  will  be  remembered  as  a  speaker  at  the 
Grand  Rapids  Conference,  will  be  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  sponsored  by  the  Bridge- 
water  College  and  the  Southeastern  regional  board  at 
Bridgewater  Jan.  2-4,  1951. 

Forest  S.  Eisenbise,  whose  article  concerning  Arab 
refugees  appears  on  page  eight  in  this  issue,  has  recent- 
ly been  appointed  regional  secretary  of  the  American 
Leprosy  Missions,  Inc.  He  will  have  the  Southwest  as 
his  territory  and  will  make  his  headquarters  at  Dallas, 
Texas,  beginning  in  January.  His  territory  includes  the 
leprosarium  at  Carville,   La. 

On  Nov.  15,  1875,  at  a  special  district  meeting  held 
at  the  Cherry  Grove  church,  three  miles  north  of 
Lanark,  111.,  the  foreign  mission  program  of  our  church 
was  launched  with  the  calling  of  Christian  Hope  of 
the  local  congregation.  His  appointment  was  to  Den- 
mark. A  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  this  event  will 
be  observed  on  Sunday,  Nov.  12,  at  the  Cherry  Grove 
church.  Leland  Brubaker  will  be  the  speaker  at  the 
morning  worship  service.  In  the  afternoon,  beginning 
at  2:30  p.m.  the  anniversary  service  will  include  mes- 
sages by  Sister  Lillie  Finifrock,  a  member  of  the 
Cherry  Grove  congregation  who  was  present  at  the 
special  meeting  seventy-five  years  ago;  Bro.  John  Heck- 
man,  district  historian,  and  Bro.  Leland  Brubaker.  The 
Cherry  Grove  congregation  extends  a  hearty  invitation 
to  all  who  can  spend  this  anniversary  day  with  them. 
Bro.  Merle  R.  Hawbecker  is  present  pastor  of  the 
Cherry  Grove  church. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the   Christian  Life 


If  there  are  any  Brethren  now  living  in  New  Mexico 
or  who  know  of  other  nonresident  families  in  that  state, 
they  are  asked  to  communicate  at  once  with  Bro.  Law- 
rence E.  Lehman  713  W.  Fourth,  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  who 
is  pastor  of  the  Clovis  church  and  mission  secretary 
for  the  Oklahoma  district  board,  or  with  Mrs.  Merlin 
Eppley,  Box  191,  East  Vaughn,  N.  Mex. 

The  church  at  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  because  it  is  at  con- 
siderable distance  from  other  Brethren  churches,  es- 
pecially appreciates  having  visiting  Brethren  stop  and 
worship  there.  Brethren  may  plan  their  trips  in  order 
to  include  a  stop  at  Clovis.  Those  who  are  changing 
locations  for  health  reasons  would  do  well  to  consider 
Clovis.  The  pastor  is  Lawrence  E.  Lehman,  713  W. 
Fourth,  phone  5320. 

La  Verne  College 

First  semester  enrollment  totals  301,  including  260 
regular  students  and  41  specials.  This  includes  86 
seniors,  63  juniors,  53  sophomores,  and  58  freshmen, 
176  men  and  125  women.  This  total  is  down  four  per 
cent  from  the  first  semester  a  year  ago. 

Hoover  Memorial  Library  is  to  be  built  soon  accord- 
ing to  present  planning.  The  board  of  trustees,  at  its 
meeting  on  Oct.  7,  laid  plans  for  immediate  completion 
of  working  plans,  for  an  intensive  financial  campaign 
to  raise  added  funds,  and  for  ground-breaking  soon 
after  Jan.  1,  1951.  Approximately  $62,000  in  cash  and 
pledges  is  on  hand  in  the  library  fund. 

Several  college  banquets  are  planned  throughout  the 
college  region  in  the  next  few  months:  Nov.  13,  cam- 
paign kickoff  dinner  at  Live  Oak  for  churches  north 
of  Sacramento;  Dec.  16,  banquet  for  Northern  California 
at  Modesto;  Feb.  17,  banquet  for  the  Northwest  at 
Medford;  and  March  9,  the  New  Era  banquet. 

Third  annual  home-coming  celebration  will  be  on 
Nov.  10  and  11.  Activities  of  the  week  end  will  include 
a  dramatic  production,  But  Not  Goodbye,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  evenings;  a  basket  dinner  at  noon  Satur- 
day; and  the  annual  home-coming  day  football  game 
between  Caltech  and  La  Verne  on  Saturday. 

Student  Christian  Association  groups  spent  the  week 
end  of  Sept.  29  at  Miller  cabin  in  Dalton  Canyon  in 
seminar  study  sessions  on  the  theme,  Who  is  this 
Christ?  I.  V.  Funderburgh,  regional  secretary;  Galen 
Ogden,  pastor  of  the  college  church;  Robert  Richards, 
director  of  religious  activities  at  the  college;  and  Presi- 
dent Fasnacht  were  session  leaders  and  speaker. 
About  fifty  students  participated. 

S.  Paul  Daugherty,  La  Verne  College  field  secretary 
since  1945,  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Yuba  City  on 
Oct.  5  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 

La  Verne  College  was  represented  at  the  governor's 
youth  conference  in  Sacramento,  Sept.  18-20,  by  J.  Onis 
Leonard,  assistant  to  the  president. 

Six  foreign  students  are  on  campus  this  year:  Sylma 
Warratie,  West  Africa;  Betty  Gilberg,  Canada;  Paul 
Imiazumi,  Japan;  Pat  Jordan,  Philippine  Islands;  Alemu 
Begashaw,  Ethiopia;  and  George  Hohn,  Germany. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Jacob  T.  Dick  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  in  the  Mountville  church,  Pa., 
Nov.  6-19. 

Bro.  Jacob  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Florin  church,  Pa.,  Nov. 
26— Dec.  10. 

Bro.  E.  Ebersole  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  in  the  Leamersville  church, 
Pa.,  Nov.  5. 


Bro.  Joseph  Mason  of  Mathias,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Hopewell  church, 
Va.,  Nov.  5-12. 

Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  the  Pleasant  View 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  20. 

Bro.  Harvey  S.  Kline  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  in  the  Lancaster 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  6-12. 

Bro.  Arthur  C.  Keim,  pastor,  in  the  Lower  Miami  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  29— Nov.  12. 

Bro.  Berkey  Knavel  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Allentown 
church.  Pa.,  Nov.  12-19. 

Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  in  the  Monocacy 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  5-12. 

Bro.  Roy  B.  Teach  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  in  the  Ft.  McKinley 
church,  Ohio,  Nov.  6-19. 

Bro.  Robert  A.  Byerly  of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  in  the  Elkhart  Valley 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  14-26. 

Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  the  Waynes- 
boro church,  Va.,  Nov.  12-19. 

Bro.  David  Ockerman  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  in  the  Bethel 
Center  church,  Ind.,  Nov.  6-20. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eight  added  to  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Waterford  church,  Calif. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Crab  Run  church,  W.  Va. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Green  Hill  church,   Md. 

Three  baptized  in  the  New  Hope  church,  Tenn. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Washington  church,  D.  C. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Cart  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Schoolfield  church,  Va. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  New  Enterprise  church.  Pa. 

Three  received  by  letter  in  the  Anderson  church,  Ind. 

Nine  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Roann 
church,  Ind. 

Twelve  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Eel  River 
church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Washita 
church,   Okla. 

Five  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Chippewa 
Valley  church,  Wis. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  5 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Overcoming  Temptation  (Temperance). 
—Matt.  4:1-11;  John  6:1-15;  Rom.  13:12-14;  1  Cor.  10:12-13;  Heb. 
4:14-16.  Memory  Selection:  Blessed  is  the  man  who  endures 
trial,  for  when  he  has  stood  the  test  he  will  receive  the  crown 
of  life  which  God  has  promised  to  those  who  love  him.  James  1:  12 
(R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  November,  Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL    MEETINGS 
Western  Region. — McPherson,   Kansas,   Nov.   10-16. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  E.  New  York  and  N.  Delaware. 

—Philadelphia,   Bethany,   Pa.,  Nov.   7,   8. 
Washington.— Seattle.  Nov.   15-19. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
California  Nov.  20,  Lick  Creek. 

Nov     19,     4:30     pm.     Imperial  Oklahoma 

Heights  Nov.  6,  Pleasant  Plains. 

Florida  Pennsylvania 

Nov.   4,   Jacksonville.  Nov    ^   1:30  pm    Weish  Run. 

Illinois  Nov.  5,   Boiling  Springs. 

Nov.  4,  La  Motte  Prairie.  Nov.   5,   6  pm,   Lititz. 

Nov.    17,   Allison   Prairie.  Nov.   5,   6  pm,   Long   Run. 

Indiana  Nov.  5,  7   pm,   Martinsburg. 

Nov.    12,    South    Bend,    Second.       Nov.    5,    7   pm,    York,    Madison 
Nov.  14,  Yellow  Creek.  Avenue. 

Nov    20    Plymouth.  Nov-   5.   7:30   Pm.   Upper   Claar. 

Nov.  25,  7  pm,  Poplar  Grove.  Nov.  5,  6,   10  am,  West  Green- 

.  tree,    Rheems. 

^    n  ,»       Wa»^    ™*  Nov.  11,  12,  2  pm,  Myerstown. 

SOV'  £i   V30   PI?'   Mt   Etna'  Nov.  12    Cherry  Lane. 

Nov.  24,  7  pm,  Ivester.  Nov    12    1Q.15  am    shrewsbury. 

Kansas  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Germantown. 

Nov.    6,   7:30   pm,    Scott   Valley  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Community.  Nov.  26,  7  pm,  Allentown. 
Maryland  Tennessee 

Nov.  4,  6:30  pm,  Laurel  Branch.  Nov.   4,   7:30   pm,   Knob   Creek. 
Nov.  11,  2:30  pm,  Broadfording.  Virginia 

Nov.  12,  6:30  pm,  Monocacy.  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Front  Royal. 

Ohio  Nov.    14,    Troutville. 

Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Happy  Corner.  Nov.  19,  5  pm,  Roanoke,  Ninth. 
Nov.  4,  7:30  pm,  Stonelick.  West    Virginia 

Nov.    11,   7:30   pm,    Salem.  Nov.   19,   White  Pine. 

Nov.  18,  Beaver  Creek.  Dec.  3,  Bethel. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


Mental  Hospital  Service  Is  Worth  While 


To  the  Church  of  the  Brethren: 

I  am  a  patient  in  the  state  hos- 
pital at  Crownsville,  Md.  I  write  for 
myself,  and  for  the  countless  num- 
bers who  would  if  they  could  say 
thanks  for  a  truly  wonderful  con- 
tribution. Of  all  the  piteous  souls 
on  earth,  those  in  mental  institu- 
tions are  most  helpless.  Yet,  the 
least  and  most  ill  one  senses  kind- 
ness. 

When  I  came  to  this  institution, 
sad  and  despairing,  I  noticed  the 
attitudes  of  the  various  attendants 
and  some  were  marked  by  the  qual- 
ity of  their  service  to  the  patients. 
I  can  only  say  that  your  church 
must  exemplify  a  very  special 
brand  of  Christianity.  Your  mem- 
bers are  human,  yes,  but  their  treat- 
ment of  their  fellow  man  must  stem 
from  a  wish  to  be  more  Christlike. 
I  am  a  member  of  a  forgotten  minor- 
ity and  learned  to  work  humbly  if 
I  would  survive.  Yet,  in  the  words 
of  a  very  worth-while  member  of 
our  race:  "We  grope  with  our  hands 
for  knowledge,  for  understanding, 
for  help  to  enable  us  to  live  as 
men  are  meant  to  live  on  earth,  not 
as  dumb  beasts  of  burden  or  unfeel- 
ing clods  of  earth."  This  desire  we 
have  for  recognition  as  members  of 
the  human  race  seems  to  be  under- 
stood by  your  group.  They  work 
among  us  quietly,  ever  ready  to  ease 
the  load  of  our  illness,  and  always 
cheerful. 

If  ever  Christian  service  was 
needed  it  is  here.  Won't  you,  since 
we  are  losing  so  many  of  this  group, 
send  us  more  of  the  same?  Rest  as- 
sured that  the  good  they  have  done 
and  will  do  is  appreciated,  and  that 
many  of  us  will  go  out  from  this 
place  inspired  and  encouraged  by 
their  example. 

Remember  us  in  your  prayers,  and 
know  that  some  of  us  at  least 
will  strive  to  follow  in  your  foot- 
steps. 

Sincerely, 

Lillian  P.  Parker 


Simple  tasks  or 
amusements  are 
often  valuable  aids 
to  recovery  irom 
mental  illness. 
Here  a  patient 
works  on  a  jigsaw 
puzzle  while  an 
attendant  offers  en- 
couragement 


Various  types  of 
hydrotherapy  (treat- 
ment by  means  of 
baths)  are  a  com- 
mon part  of  mental 
hospital  procedure. 
Supervision  must 
be  given  by  at- 
tendants, of  course 


Many  hospitals 
have  beautiful 
grounds  which  the 
less  disturbed  pa- 
tients may  enjoy. 
In  this  picture  the 
girl  facing  the 
group  and  the  one 
sitting  on  the 
ground  are  attend- 
ants 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


It  Offers  Fun,  Fellowship  and  Experience 


PERHAPS  there  is  no  better  in- 
sight into  life  in  a  mental  hos- 
pital service  unit  than  the 
following  excerpts  from  the  reports 
and  letters  of  the  unit  directors  to  the 
Brethren  Service  office  in  Elgin. 
These  reports  were  not  written  for 
publication.  Successive  paragraphs 
may  be  selected  from  reports  of  dif- 
ferent dates. 

From  Fulton,  Missouri: 

Relations  with  the  hospital  staff 
are  very  cordial,  especially  on  the 
higher  levels.  Rumors  have  circu- 
lated among  the  attendants — at  first 
that  we  were  all  Catholics  preparing 
to  be  priests  and  nuns,  then  that 
we  were  Mennonites  (perhaps  be- 
cause we  bowed  our  heads  at  meal- 
time), then  that  we  were  conspiring 
to  take  the  attendants'  jobs  away 
from  them.  But  the  vast  majority 
of  all  employees  are  very  friendly. 

Eight  or  nine  persons  hope  to  get 
college  credit,  especially  in  the  so- 
ciology departments  of  La  Verne 
and  Manchester.  I  plan  an  intensive 
session  with  these  credit  seekers 
and  may  correspond  with  their  pro- 
fessors. 

Once  a  week  we  get  away  from 
the  hospital  for  an  afternoon  or 
evening  of  recreation  and  worship. 
Nearly  every  day  unit  members,  in- 
cluding girls,  take  part  in  baseball 
games  with  patients.  Most  mem- 
bers do  a  little  sleeping  in  the 
afternoons   (5:30   a.m.   is  so  early!). 

Relations  with  the  hospital  staff 
took  a  dip  a  week  ago  when  six 
unit  members  climbed  the  water 
tower.  The  administration,  thinking 
those  specks  on  the  tower  were 
town  kids,  called  the  police.  About 
that  time  someone  who  had  taken 
a  closer  look  said,  "I  think  they 
are  some  of  your  precious  college 
students."  Whereupon  Dr.  Cremer 
said,  "Oh,  they  wouldn't  do  a  thing 
like  that!"  I  spoke  to  Dr.  Cremer 
about  it  as  soon  as  I  could.  He  was 
calm,  forgiving  and  even  a  little  flip- 
pant about  it.  I  think  no  damage 
was  done,  but  I  warn  the  next  unit 
to  keep  off  the  water  tower. 

Sunday  before  last  we  visited  the 
Calvary  (Negro)  Baptist  church. 
They  welcomed  us  warmly  and 
asked  us  to  come  back  the  next 
Sunday  and  sing.  We  did  that.  As 
we  walked  in  the  door,  I  was  asked 
to  preach.  It  was  the  first  time  I 
ever  sat  behind  the  pulpit  writing 
my  sermon  notes  as  the  worship 
service  progressed. 


Last  night  was  the  occasion  of  the 
talent  show  which  our  unit  spon- 
sored, organized  and  directed.  It 
was  a  big  success.  Some  patients 
demonstrated  remarkable  talent  and 
some  a  remarkable  lack  of  it. — From 
reports  by  Gordon  Shull,  Fulton  unit 
director. 

From  Bulner,  N.  C:  * 

Our  hours  are  from  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  with  a  half  day  off  on  Sat- 
urday. All  of  us  have  the  same 
hours  which  has  a  lot  of  possibili- 
ties. Most  of  the  group  are  going 
to  sing  in  the  choir  of  the  little 
Methodist  church  a  half  mile  away. 
The  minister  used  to  work  at  the 
hospital  and  is  now  a  student  at 
Duke  Divinity  School.  Already  we- 
have  struck  up  quite  a  friendship. 
We  have  ordered  a  comic  three-act 
play  to  present  for  the  patients  and 
the  personnel  of  the  hospital.  This 
will  be  by  our  group  alone.  Then 
we  will  put  on  another  play  in  con- 
junction with  the  regular  em- 
ployees. 

Our  relations  with  the  community 
are  very  good.  Thursday  morning 
nine  of  us  worked  an  hour  and  a 
half  at  the  local  Methodist  church 
to  help  fix  up  the  lawn  and  do 
numerous  necessary  odd  jobs.  The 
Baptist  church  heard  about  us  and 
wants  us  to  present  a  musical  pro- 
gram there  during  the  summer.  Also 
the  Methodist  pastor  wants  our 
ministerial  students  to  talk  at  his 
Sunday  night  meetings. 

As  part  of  our  educational  pro- 
gram Dr.  Forisz,  former  assistant 
professor  of  psychiatry  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Budapest,  gave  us  a  lec- 
ture on  Schizophrenia  and  the 
Manic-depressive  Psychosis.  He  was 
very  much  appreciated.  Our  group 
kept  him  almost  two  hours. 

Tonight  I  am  taking  my  third 
group  of  six  patients  to  a  near-by 
town  to  see  a  show.  Afterwards  I 
stop  at  a  restaurant  and  get  them 
a  little  something  to  eat.  I  use  the 
hospital  station  wagon,  get  into  the 
theater  gratis  with  the  full  co- 
operation of  the  manager,  and  get  a 
cut  rate  at  the  restaurant.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  not  the  movie,  but 
getting  away  from  the  hospital  in 
a  nondistinguishable  group  for  a  rel- 
atively normal  evening.  The  pa- 
tients talk  about  it  for  days  and 
days  afterwards. 

No  incidents  have  hindered  our 
public  relations.  Since  we  have  no 
water  tower  (see  report  from  Ful- 


ton), it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
summon  the  police  for  us.  Our  big- 
gest temptation  is  to  become  too 
noisy  in  our  living  quarters  since 
they  are  directly  above  the  conva- 
lescent ward. — From  reports  by 
Clyde  Weaver,  Butner  unit  director. 

From  Elgin,  111.: 

As  part  of  the  Elgin  hospital's  ex- 
tensive orientation  program  we  at- 
tended a  doctors'  staff  meeting,  a 
discharge  staff  meeting  to  consider 
the  release  of  certain  patients,  and 
a  diagnostic  staff  meeting  where  the 
case  of  a  patient  recently  admitted 
was  presented.  We  spent  Monday 
taking  physicals,  getting  our  first 
typhoid  inoculations,  being  finger- 
printed, having  our  photos  made, 
and  taking  psychological  and  intelli- 
gence tests. 

We  are  handicapped  by  having  to 
work  two  shifts.  One  group  works 
from  7  to  3  and  the  other  from  3 
to  11.  The  shifts  alternate  each 
week.  You  may  not  see  some  of  the 
people  in  the  other  shift  for  a  week 
or  more. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July  the  hos- 
pital had  a  big  day.  Just  about  all 
the  patients  who  were  able  to  be 
out  and  whom  it  was  safe  to  allow 
out  were  on  the  grounds.  The  pro- 
gram included  a  band  concert  by  the 
hospital  band  which,  incidentally, 
isn't  at  all  bad  and  a  speech  by 
the  superintendent.  Then  there  were 
various  contests  (pillow  fights,  races, 
a  tug-of-war,  etc.)  for  the  patients 
with  prizes  for  the  winners.  Finally, 
there  were  refreshments. 

Relations  with  the  hospital  staff 
continue  good  and  are  improving  as 
we  learn  to  know  staff  members 
better.  We  have  played  three  soft- 
ball  games  with  the  doctors.  The 
superintendent  pitched  on  one  occa- 
sion. You  should  hear  some  of  the 
"razzing"  between  the  two  groups. 

In  our  educational  program  we 
have  had  three  meetings  with  Dr. 
Boisen,  Protestant  chaplain  emeri- 
tus. We  now  have  two  meetings 
scheduled  with  one  of  the  residents 
in  psychiatry.  He  will  interview 
two  or  three  patients  who  represent 
particular  types  of  mental  disturb- 
ance and  then  discuss  each  case  with 
the  group. 

Each  shift  is  taking  charge  of 
Sunday  evening  vespers  once  during 
the  summer. — From  reports  by  Bill 
Johnson,  Elgin  unit  director. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


What  happens  to  the  young 
men  and  women  from  our  small 
churches  and  communities  who 
move  to  the  cities  to  work?  Where 
do  they  live?  Where  can  they 
find  wholesome  friendships? 

In  Chicago,  within  the  shadow 
of  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
is  the  Brethren  Fellowship  House. 
It  is  home  to  a  group  of  twenty-five 
young  adults  who  have  come  to 
the  city  to  live.  This  story  is  from 
the  heart  of  one  who  believes  the 
"fellowship  house"  idea  should 
live  and  grow  in  our  urban 
communities. 


of  humanity.  If  your  Christian  foot- 
ing is  sound,  some  will  rub  off  on 
others.  What  will  rub  off  on  you 
will  make  you  a  better  person  for 
life  in  the  city  or  life  in  the  country. 
On  the  edge  of  what  someone  has 
affectionately  called  "Dunkard  Is- 
land," on  Chicago's  west  side,  just 
a  few  blocks  from  Bethany  Hospital, 
Bethany  Seminary,  and  the  First 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  is  Brethren 
Fellowship  House.  During  the  past 
nine  years  more  than  one  hundred 
fifty  young  people  have  lived  here, 
stayed  within  the  lines  of  Brethren- 
ism,  and  had  a  good  time  staying 
there.  Here  you  hang  your  hat  on 
a  hook  beside  those  of  twenty-five 
other  Christian  youth  who  love  life. 


THE  Brethren  have  been  a  rural 
people.  This  has  been  good. 
The  Brethren  are  still  predomi- 
nantly a  rural  people.  This  is  still 
good.  But  there  are  some,  even 
among  the  Brethren,  whose  ambi- 
tions are  provoked  by  canyons  of 
steel  and  concrete,  whose  pulses 
quicken  to  big  city  business,  whose 
hunger  to  contribute  to  this  thing 
called  Life  can  best  be  satisfied 
within  the  smoke-covered  pastures 
of  the  big  city. 

"All  dressed  up  with  no  place  to 
go,"  these  youth  with  ability  and 
ambition,  chafing  at  the  bit,  are 
longing  for  a  taste  of  the  pastures 
beyond  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
communities  they  have  known.  Be- 
yond these  lines  neon  signs  blink 
out  glowing  invitations  to  a  life  un- 
limited, they  say. 


On  the  Edge 
of  "Dunkard  Island" 


Don  L.  Dise 

Chicago,  Illinois 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Chicago's  signs  are  among  the 
brightest,  biggest,  blinkingest  signs 
in  the  world.'  But  here  also  are 
pastures  of  opportunities  unlimited. 
Here  is  the  gauntlet  to  be  run,  from 
slimy,  smelly  slums  to  Lake  Shore 
society  and  back  again.  Here  are 
unprecedented  possibilities  to  rub  a 
Christian  elbow  in  the  milling  herds 


Here  your  accomplishments  are  de- 
termined only  by  your  own  ability 
and  ambition. 

Besides  all  this,  at  Brethren  Fel- 
lowship House  there  is  a  certain 
comradeship  which  almost  everyone 
who  has  ever  lived  here  feels  in 
his  heart,  but  which  no  one  has 
ever   adequately   described.    Stand- 


ard  equipment  for  the  best  party 
in  town  is  just  coffee  and  cake  and 
Brethren  fellowship,  or  ping-pong 
and  coke  and  Brethren  fellowship, 
or  a  group  of  loud  if  not  sweet 
voices  around  the  piano  and  Breth- 
ren fellowship.  Whatever  it  is,  here 
we  have  it.  And  with  it  there  is 
always  Brethren  fellowship,  which 
is  as  the  yeast  to  the  unleavened 
bread. 

The  idea  for  the  fellowship  house 
was  conceived  many  years  ago,  but 
it  came  to  life  under  a  tree  on  a 
hot  July  afternoon  nine  years  ago 
as  a  group  of  young  people  were 
discussing  their  living  conditions. 
Each  lived  in  a  separate  room  in 
a  different  place  at  a  cost  that 
stretched  their  budgets.  With  some 
of  the  best  adult  advice,  an  abun- 
dance of  courage,  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  and  the  help  of  God,  Brethren 
Fellowship  House  was  born.  It 
started  to  wax  and  grow  strong. 
It   is   still   growing. 

There  are  some  who  dream  on 
to  a  day  when  there  will  be  Breth- 
ren Fellowship  Houses  in  cities  all 
over  the  country.  To  whom  will 
they  belong?  The  best  answer  came 
from  one  of  our  advisers.  To  every- 
one who  has  ever  lived  here,  to 
everyone  who  lives  here,  to  every- 
one who  ever  will  live  here,  this 
house  belongs. 

Life  at  BFH  is  a  postgraduate 
course  to  Brethren  camps  and 
Brethren  colleges.  Here  twenty-five 
young  people  face  the  challenges 
of  the  city  together.  Regardless  of 
the  situation,  here  there  is  a  unity 
seldom  equaled.  Many  hard  hours 
were  made  easier  for  our  boys  dur- 
ing days  in  CPS  or  in  the  armed 
services.  Whatever  our  convictions, 
wherever  we  went,  out  of  Fellow- 
ship House  from  the  best  friends 
God  gave  to  man  came  undying 
support    and   inspiration. 

From  out  of  the  never-to-be-for- 
gotten experiences  of  life  in  Chi- 
cago's Brethren  Fellowship  House 
has  come  an  unending  symphony 
in  brotherhood.  One  of  our  charter 
members,  on  her  way  to  a  new  life 
in  the  China  mission  field,  met  an- 
other one  of  us  in  the  harbor  in 
Hawaii.  Our  newly  dedicated  mis- 
sionary was  being  tried  by  home- 
sickness, doubt  and  fear.  Her 
thoughts  were  of  her  parents  in 
Ohio  and  her  friends  at  BFH.  She 
wished  she  were  with  her  thoughts. 
She  was  aroused  from  her  reminisc- 
ing by  someone  on  the  shore  waving 
a  bouquet  of  flowers  and  calling 
her  name.  There  waiting  to  extend 
to  her  his  greetings  was  a  Japanese 
brother.     He    had    learned    of    her 


LOOKING  AHEAD  ...  to  January 

School    of    Missions    Month    of    January 

Week  of  Prayer    Jan.   7-M 

Youth   Week    Jan.   28— Feb.    3 

Activities  and  Plans 

Youth  Program  Topic:    Islam.   See  January  14  Horizons. 

Order  materials  early  for  the  School  of  Missions  from  the  Missions  Educa- 
tion Department.  Don't  forget  to  include  plans  and  material  for 
children.  Topics:  Islam,  especially  in  the  Near  East;  Toward  a 
Christian  Community  —  in  America.  See  the  Nov.  25  issue  of  The 
Gospel  Messenger  for  more  detailed  suggestions. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  could  be  well  used  to  revitalize  personal  prayer  life 
and  church  group  prayer  experience.  Perhaps  a  clinic  on  prayer 
could  be  attempted. 

Plan  to  co-operate  with  the  youth  of  the  city  or  county  in  the  observance 
of  Youth  Week.  Write  to  the  Youth  Department  for  the  theme,  man- 
uals, and  worship  programs. 


presence  on  the  ship  from  the  pas- 
senger list.  He  was  there  to  meet 
her.  Why?  Five  years  earlier  he 
was  in  California.  Like  many  other 
Japanese  Americans  on  the  West 
Coast  during  the  war,  he  was  re- 
located to  Chicago.  He  knew  no  one 
here.  He  had  no  place  to  live.  He 
was  being  tried  by  homesickness, 
doubt  and  fear.  BFH  took  him  and 
his  family  into  our  fellowship.  Now 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world,  over 
a  dinner  of  chop  suey,  the  two  of 
them  relived  the  chapters  they  had 
helped  write  in  the  book  of  Breth- 
ren fellowship,  each  a  little  happier, 
each  a  little  surer  that  brotherhood 
can   work. 

Here  we  find  time  out  of  a  busy 
schedule  for  a  quiet  hour.  We  sit 
down  together  in  the  quietness  of 
a  dimly  lit  recreation  room  and  hear 
one  of  our  own  number  read  poems 
from  our  own  library.  Or  we  hear 
three  of  our  girls  sing,  "My  God  and 
I  go  through  the  fields  together,"  for 
here  too  are  fields  to  explore.  Or 
we  hear  the  quiet,  heartening  voice 
of  the  pastor  of  our  church  say  a 
prayer  for  those  who  have  gone  out 
from  this  house  to  the  four  corners 
of  this  country,  to  the  mission  fields 
in  China  and  India,  to  Brethren 
service  work  in  Europe,  or  to  marry 
and  build  a  family.  We  listen  eager- 
ly to  his  God-given  guidance,  for 
many  times  he  has  kept  us  from 
doubting  our  beliefs  and  believing 
our  doubts. 

What  is  your  answer  when  some- 
one asks  you  what  church  you  at- 
tend? Do  you  say,  "Just  a  little 
church  called  the  Brethren.    You've 


probably  never  heard  of  it"?  If  you 
have  given  such  an  answer,  it  hasn't 
been  a  solo.  It  has  been  accompa- 
nied by  a  large  chorus  of  young 
Brethren  voices.  After  living  at 
BFH,  if  your  answer  isn't  different, 
it  isn't  because  the  accompaniment 
isn't  different.  Here  if  we're  Breth- 
ren we're  proud  of  it. 

If  you're  all  dressed  up  with  no 
place  to  go,  you're  welcome  here. 
On  the  west  side  of  Chicago  it  isn't 
safe  to  leave  the  latchstring  out, 
but  we'll  give  you  a  key  to  the 
best  home  you've  ever  had  this  side 
of  Mother  and  Dad's.  Whether  you 
come  for  an  hour  or  a  year,  we'll 
be  glad  to  extend  to  you  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  At  BFH  in 
Chicago  everyone  is  a  stranger  but 
once. 

FOUR  BOOKS   ON  WORSHIP   .  .  . 

have  lately  been  added  to  the  loan 
library: 

Doorways  to  Devotion,  by  Murrell. 
Worship  resources  for  women's  de- 
votional meetings. 

Enriching  Worship,  by  Myers.  A 
400-page  manual  of  worship  ideas 
— prose  selections,  poems,  psalms 
and  prayers.  Unusually  good. 

Fifty-two  Devotional  Programs,  by 
Knos.    For  youth  and  adults. 

Right  Here,  Right  Now,  by  Apple- 
garth.  Twenty-eight  complete 
worship  services,  uniquely  creative 
and  dramatic,  for  youth  and 
adults. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


We  Work 


in 


Indian  Villages 


A  Letter  From  India 


Kathryn  Kiracofe 
Vyara,  India 


Top:    The  day  in  the  village  is  started 

with  worship.  Some  of  the  school  children 

and    village    Christians    attend   with   the 

village  teacher  and  his  family 

Bottom:   One  of  the  two  literate  Christian 

women  in  the  village  of  Bhatpur  is  reading 

the  Scripture  at  a  women's  meeting 


GREETINGS  to  you  in  the  sweet 
name  of  our  precious  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  It  has  been  some 
time  since  I  wrote  you  last,  but  I 
do  remember  you  often,  and  very 
regularly  at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 
Geographically,  we  are  separated  by 
many  miles,  but  there  is  no  geog- 
raphy in  the  realm  of  the  Spirit. 
We  can,  and  I  am  sure  do,  meet 
often  in  the  blessed  fellowship  of 
prayer. 

This  is  a  very  rainy  morning,  in 
fact,  most  every  morning  is  a  rainy 
one  these  days.  Our  rains  came  late 
this  year.  It  began  raining  July  4 
and  has  been  raining  most  every  day 
since.    Some  days  we  have  had  as 
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much  as  six  inches.  In  all  we  have 
had  over  sixty  inches,  more  than  our 
year's  average.  Farmers  are  having 
a  time  getting  their  seeds  in  the 
ground.  What  seed  has  been  planted 
is  rotting.  It  is  even  too  wet  for 
the  water  rice,  but  most  farmers  and 
our  boarding  boys,  too,  have  set  out 
their  plants.  But  the  plants  need 
some  sunshine  in  order  to  grow. 
Now  we  are  all  praying  for  sun- 
shine. 

The  Brookses,  Miss  Grisso  and  I 
remained  on  the  plains  this  year.  We 
gave  much  time  to  the  outvillages 
during  this  season.  It  is  very  hot 
for  us  to  be  out  (this  was  reported 
to  be  one  of  the  hottest  hot  seasons 
for  a  number  of  years)  but  the  vil- 
lage people  have  more  leisure  at  this 


time,  so  we  feel  that  it  is  quite 
worth  while  to  remain  here  during 
this  season.  We  made  many  trips  to 
the  villages  for  adult  literacy  in- 
stitutes, love  feasts,  baptisms  and 
evangelistic  meetings.  We  also  had 
an  institute  here  at  Vyara  for  all 
Christian  women  of  the  area,  and  at 
another  time  had  in  women  leaders 
for  special  Bible  study  and  for  pre- 
paring flannelgraph  pictures  and 
other  materials  for  use  in  their 
work  in  the  villages. 

I  also  attended  during  the  hot 
season  a  spiritual  life  convention  at 
the  spiritual  life  center  for  Western 
India  near  Poona.  I  enjoyed  the  fel- 
lowship in  this  convention  very 
much.  The  messages  were  also  a 
great  blessing  to  me. 


For  me  the  monsoon  season  is  a 
time  when  I  try  to  get  caught  up  in 
my  letter  writing,  get  my  sewing 
done  and  get  materials  ready  for 
another  year  of  village  work.  It  is 
also  a  good  time  to  share  with  our 
local  Christian  people.  I  have  a 
Bible  club  each  Sunday  afternoon 
with  the  children,  and  meet  with  the 
women  each  Tuesday  afternoon  for 
Bible  study  followed  by  sewing.  We 
are  now  studying  the  subject  of 
stewardship,  and  in  the  sewing 
period  are  making  bedding  out  of 
old  woolen  relief  garments,  for  some 
families  whose  homes  and  every- 
thing in  them  burned  during  the 
hot  season. 

My  evangelistic  work  this  season, 
in  co-operation  with  the  women,  is 
in  a  near-by  village,  which  until  the 
past  year  has  been  antagonistic  to 
Christianity.  Our  school  is  very 
near  the  village  but  they  have  re- 
fused to  send  their  children  to 
school.  The  whole  village  is  illiter- 
ate and  steeped  in  superstition  and 


spiritual  darkness.  Last  year  our 
school  headmaster  got  the  young 
men  of  the  village  interested  in 
learning  to  read.  He  went  each 
night  to  the  village  and  taught  them. 
This  changed  the  attitude  of  the 
whole  village.  This  year  these 
young  men  come  to  the  master's 
home,  here  on  the  compound  each 
night  for  study,  and  on  the  evenings 
we  have  compound  prayer  meeting, 
they  come  in  time  to  sit  in.  Nine  of 
the  children  of  the  village  are  com- 
ing to  school  now.  I  go  to  the  village 
five  evenings  each  week,  visit  in  the 
homes,  gather  the  women  and  chil- 
dren together  for  a  Bible  message, 
then  teach  the  women  who  want 
to  learn  to  read.  Ten  now  are  learn- 
ing. Our  Christian  women  take 
turns  going  with  me  to  the  village, 
and  then  they  and  I  meet  each  Fri- 
day noon  for  prayer  for  the  village. 
We  shall  appreciate  your  prayers 
also  for  this  village.  The  name  of 
the  village  is  Bhatpur.  It  is  con- 
cerning this  village  that  one  of  our 


Top:  The  Ubo  Bhajans  are  used  in  the  evening  meetings  at 
Bhatpur;  some  of  the  young  men  and  boys  walk  in  rhythm 
in  a  circle  beating  their  instruments  and  singing  Christian 

songs 
Bottom:  Harlan  J.  Brooks  is  offering  prayer  at  the  thanksgiving 
service  for  the  harvest,  while  each  one  holds  some  grain,  pulse 

or  vegetables 


women  said  when  returning  from  an 
evangelistic  meeting  there  during 
evangelistic  month,  "Satan  has  a 
strong  hold  on  that  village,  but  Je- 
sus is  stronger  than  Satan,  so  let 
us  keep  on  working  and  praying." 

The  adult  education  work  still 
takes  much  of  my  time.  I  am  still 
heading  up  the  work  in  all  Gujarat, 
and  editing  the  All  India  Adult  Lit- 
eracy Bulletin.  The  National  Chris- 
tian Council  has  sent  a  student  to 
the  U.S.A.  to  take  a  special  course 
in  journalism.  When  she  returns  she 
is  to  take  over  all  N.C.C.  publica- 
tions. She  completes  her  course 
this  year,  and  will  take  over  the 
editorship  of  this  bulletin  before 
many  more  months. 

We  rejoice  over  the  reports  we 
are  receiving  concerning  Bro.  Prem- 
chand  Bhagat's  visit  in  the  churches 
there.  He  is  one  of  our  finest  Chris- 
tian men,  a  real  Christian,  we  feel. 
I  hope  each  of  you  has  had  the  op- 
portunity to  meet  him. 

The  world  situation  looks  very 
bad  at  present.  We  seem  to  be  a 
long  way  from  peace.  It  is  a  real 
blot  on  the  so-called  Christian  na- 
tions. Our  deputy  educational  in- 
spector, a  Hindu,  said,  "What  the 
world  needs  is  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 
If  the  Christians  alone  would  live 
the  spirit  of  Jesus,  there  could  be 
no  wars."  He  himself  is  very  near 
the  kingdom.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
opposition  in  his  family,  we  think 
that  he  would  be  one  of  us  even 
now.    Let  us  pray  for  him. 

I  have  appreciated  your  letters 
and  other  evidences  of  your  interest 
in  me  and  in  the  work  here.  I 
humbly  thank  you.  Let  us  continue 
to  work  and  pray  together  for  the 
coming  of  his  kingdom  in  the  hearts 
of  men.  May  he  reign  supreme  in 
each  of  our  hearts. 


In  a  recent  letter,  A.  F.  Bollinger 
of  Anklesvar,  India,  writes: 

"We  have  just  received  a  copy  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger  which  was  of 
somewhat  unusual  interest.  As  my 
wife  opened  it  she  was  first  struck 
by  the  yellowed  appearance  of  the 
paper.  She  then  noticed  thai  it  was 
the  issue  of  Dec.  15,  1945.  .  .  .  Exam- 
ination of  the  wrapper  revealed  that 
the  paper  was  mailed  at  Elgin  on 
Dec.  13,  1945,  and  bore  the  Ankles- 
var postmark  of  Sept.  29,  1950. 
Nearly  five  years  making  the 
journey! 

"This  number  contained  a  little 
article  which  I  had  concluded  years 
ago  must  have  come  to  rest  at  the 
bottom  of  the  editor's  waste  basket." 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish  Ministrg  Again 


Lyle  C.  Albright 

Pastor,  Plattsburg  Church,  Missouri 


THE  actual  decision  to  enter 
the  ministry,  though  preceded 
by  numerous  challenging  spirit- 
ual experiences,  was  motivated  by  a 
very  special  communion  with  the 
Source  of  all  calls.  Refer  to  it  as 
a  vision — whatever  you  will — the 
fact  remains  that  the  "still  small 
voice"  magnetized  my  soul  and  re- 
vealed the  open  door  of  Christian 
service.  Even  so,  to  respond  af- 
firmatively came  with  some  diffi- 
culty. I  was  not  altogether  certain 
that  I  wanted  a  life  of  pinched 
budgets  and  weekly  sermon  prep- 
aration! The  shortsightedness  of 
such  reservations  being  realized,  I 
understood  how  essential  a  complete 
surrender  is  to  one's  calling.  The 
calm  assurance  of  the  messenger's 
"Fear  not"  made  possible  the  un- 
reserved reply,  "Here  am  I,  Lord. 
Send  me." 

A  few  summarizing  sentences  con- 
cerning the  major  satisfactions  of 
the  pastoral  ministry  can  be  classi- 
fied according  to  the  tenses  of  time. 

There  is  a  satisfaction  nearly  be- 
yond measure  that  comes  when  one 
can  help  direct  people's  interpreta- 
tion of  history;  preserving  for  their 
good  the  heritage  that  so  richly 
blesses  them  and  the  church.  To 
profit  from  the  past  and  yet  not 
live  "in  the  past"  is  an  art  few 
people  possess.  Through  almost 
every  medium  at  his  disposal,  the 
pastor  can  lay  historical  founda- 
tions that  will  make  for  the  soli- 
darity of  his  flock's  faith.  The 
trying     experiences     of     the     early 
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church  that  ultimately  led  her  to 
triumph  must  serve  as  a  constant 
reminder  that  crosses  are  also  for 
this  generation,  if  indeed  we  would 
keep  our  witness  effective  for 
Christ.  The  downfall  of  the  so- 
called  great  empires  should  be  a 
caution  signal  to  those  who  today 
place  their  hope  for  world  under- 
standing in  the  brutal  expressions 
of  violence!  The  failure  of  Hebrew 
ceremonialism  to  satisfy  the  deep- 
est longings  of  the  heart  ought  to 
be  a  warning  to  those  churches 
which  today  are,  in  actuality,  little 
more  than  ecclesiastical  cold  stor- 
age plants!  Emerging  steadily  and 
gloriously  out  of  the  distant  past  is 
the  Christ  of  all  ages  who  alone  can 
save.  As  a  pastor  I  cherish  the 
sharing  of  this  historic  Jesus  with 
my  people. 

"To  serve  the  present  age,  my 
calling  to  fulfill."  This  challenge  of 
the  well-loved  hymn,  A  Charge  to 
Keep,  brings  the  focal  point  into  the 
midst  of  today's  society — where  peo- 
ple react  to  yesterday's  sunset  and 
the  sunrise  of  today.  To  dwell  and 
work  among  folk;  to  enjoy  with 
them  the  values  of  friendship  and 
fellowship;  to  share  with  them  ev- 
ery passing  joy  or  sorrow;  to  grow 
mutually  in  wisdom  and  spiritual 
love  for  one  another  and  God — 
wherein  can  be  found  a  greater  call- 
ing? 

The  present  tense  of  time  is 
unique  in  that  it  alone  affords  one 
both  the  inspiration  of  a  task  un- 
done and  the  satisfaction  of  its 
completion,  perhaps  within  the 
hour.    The  church,  though  not  per- 


fect, is  here  on  earth  either  to  be 
strengthened  by  our  acceptance  of 
His  will,  or  to  be  weakened  by  our 
faltering  attempts  to  kid  ourselves 
that  the  faith  of  yesterday  is  all 
sufficient  for  today.  To  see  God's 
children  project  and  attain  goals;  to 
share  in  the  setting  of  spiritual 
guideposts  along  the  highway  of 
life;  to  be  in  constant  search  for 
God  through  worship  and  devoted 
obedience  to  his  way;  these  take 
their  place  alongside  all  other  re- 
wards that  convince  me  of  the 
worth- whileness  of  our  subject. 

Finally,  I  would  choose  the  pas- 
toral ministry  again  because  of  the 
unprecedented  challenge  of  tomor- 
row's generation.  The  pastor  who 
does  not  genuinely  love  children 
probably  would  not  choose  the  pas- 
toral ministry  again.  To  see  beyond 
these  energy-packed  bodies  of  chil- 
dren the  great  leadership  potential 
for  tomorrow  is  a  thrill  that  moti- 
vates my  every  word  and  deed  with 
them.  I  am  convinced  that  they, 
providing  my  generation  permits, 
.  will  in  their  adulthood  discover 
many  solutions  to  man's  ills  and 
misunderstandings  that  today  blind 
him  with  fear.  I  am  praying  that 
they  will  surpass  all  generations  in 
the  application  of  Matt.  18  to  their 
differences.  Tomorrow  is  actually  in 
need  of  few  advanced  scientific  the- 
ories and  skills.  It  is  desperately  in 
need,  however,  of  seeing  man's  mor- 
al and  spiritual  senses  catching  step 
with  today's  overgrown  technologi- 
cal achievements.  Today's  children 
must  tomorrow  meet  this  challenge 
with  unerring  accuracy. 


Thinking  About  the  ISIews 

Civilian  Defense 

BY  THE  time  this  paper  appears  nearly  all  American  communities  of 
more  than  5,000  population  will  be  in  the  first  stages  of  organizing 
for  civilian  defense.  The  over-all  national  plans  have  been  made, 
state  directors  have  been  appointed,  mayors  of  cities  have  conferred  and 
many  communities  are  moving  ahead  on  a  program  that  hopes  to  put 
every  man,  woman   and  child  to  work  for   civilian  defense. 

As  these  plans  are  announced  in  localities.  Christians,  especially  those 
who  are  peace-minded,  need  to  do  some  serious  thinking.  Let  them  call 
attention  to  a  few  rather  obvious  facts: 

1.  Many  precautions  are  necessary  in  order  to  save  lives.  The  possi- 
bilities of  disaster,  especially  in  the  case  of  an  atom  bomb  attack,  are 
very  real.  And  Brethren,  like  other  citizens,  want  to  do  everything  they 
can  to  save,  not  only  their  own  lives,  but  the  lives  of  others.  There  are 
precautions  that  they  will  want  to  take. 

2.  There  may  be  opportunities  for  service-minded  people  to  give  a 
testimony  to  the  healing,  redemptive  aspect  of  Christian  action.  Brethren 
have  been  concerned  for  the  homeless  victims  of  war  in  other  lands.  We 
need  to  face  the  possibilities  of  caring  for  such  victims  in  our  own  nation. 

3.  But  co-operation  with  a  thoroughgoing  civilian  defense  program 
will  raise  many  problems  for  members  of  a  peace  church.  According  to 
our  best  Christian  insights  we  need  to  consider  such  questions   as  these: 

Does  the  local  program  use  fear  of  an  attack  as  a  means  of  propaganda 
for  war? 

Can  Christian  citizens  help  their  neighbors  think  about  eternal  values 
while  they  concentrate  on  immediate  precautions? 

What  effect  will  air-raid  drills  and  mock  attacks  have  on  small 
children? 

Will  training  for  civilian  defense  tasks  become  a  substitute  for  the 
spiritual   disciplines   that   train   Christians   for   discipleship? 

Can  Brethren  choose  the  more  humanitarian  parts  of  this  program 
while  they  decline  the  more  militaristic  aspects? 

What  precautions  can  be  taken  against  hysteria  in  dealing  with  aliens. 
Communists,  unpopular  speakers,  etc.? 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  questions  that  Christians  in  all  sincerity 
must  ask  before  they  throw  their  energies  into  a  highly  organized  program 
of  civilian  defense. 


Around  the  World 


Seminary     Has     Church     Social 
Service  School 

.  The  Hartford  Seminary  Founda- 
tion has  set  up  a  new  school,  the 
Institute  of  Church  Social  Service. 
This  school  offers  to  a  limited  num- 
ber of  students  a  curriculum  and 
facilities  for  research  in  the  field  of 
church  social  service.  The  curricu- 
lum is  designed  to  meet  the  need  of 
better  trained  church  social  service 
workers.  The  two-year  course  leads 
to  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Bill  to  Outlaw  Segregation  in  the 
Virgin  Islands  Passed 

An  antisegregation  bill  has  been 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  Vir- 
gin Islands,  and  is  now  before  the 
governor,  Morris  de  Castro,  for  his 
signature.  The  bill,  inspired  by  fear 
that  discrimination  would  result 
from  the  booming  tourist  trade  in 
the  Islands,  outlaws  Jim  Crow  in 
all  places  of  public  accommodation, 


resort  or  amusement.  It  specifically 
bars  "guest  card"  and  "gentleman's 
agreement"  types  of  discrimination. 
Violators  are  subject  to  fines  up  to 
$1,000  and  90  days  in  jail.  In  addi- 
tion, a  person  convicted  of  discrim- 
ination will  lose  his  business  license. 

Citizens'  Religious  Education  Com- 
mittee Appointed  by  Education 

Board 

When  they  learned  from  a  survey 
that  only  forty  per  cent  of  the 
sixth-grade  pupils  in  the  schools  in 
Forsyth  County,  N.  C,  knew  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  the  board  of  educa- 
tion appointed  a  citizens'  committee 
to  supervise  religious  teaching  in 
the  county  schools. 

"This  committee,"  said  Dan  Drum- 
mon,  chairman  of  the  board,  "will 
see  that  county  pupils  learn  the 
simple  religious  facts  and  theories 
without  violating  the  law."  The 
committee,    on    which    are    serving 


two  Protestant  clergymen,  will  ad- 
vise the  board  on  matters  of  de- 
votionals  and  "what  great  truths  of 
the  Bible  shall  be  taught." 

Youth  for  Christ  to  Step  Up  Work 

At  the  World  Congress  of  Youth 
for  Christ  International  held  in 
Brussels,  Belgium,  it  was  decided  to 
step  up  the  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion to  meet  the  world's  moral 
and  political  crisis.  The  aim  of  the 
congress  was  to  shake  up  public 
conscience,  train  for  religious  lead- 
ership and  "make  real  the  Word 
of  God  while  we  can,"  declared  Dr. 
Robert  A.  Cook,  president. 

Youth  for  Christ  plans  to  hold 
regional  congresses  in  the  United 
States,  Latin  America,  Japan  and 
Europe  during  1951. 

Plans  Made  for  Mennonite  Mental 
Hospital 

Construction  work  will  be  started 
at  Mt.  Gretna,  Pa.,  next  spring  on 
the  fifty-bed  mental  institution  be- 
ing built  by  the  Mennonites.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  building  will 
cost  about  $180,000;  it  will  be  built 
on  a  167-acre  farm  donated  to  the 
church  by  the  Graybill  Landises. 
The  land  is  now  being  farmed,  the 
proceeds  going  to  the  hospital. 

When  the  project  is  completed 
patients  of  the  Mennonite  faith  will 
be  given  preference  at  the  hospital 
but  those  of  other  denominations 
will  be  accepted  if  space  and  facili- 
ties permit  it. 

Negro     and     White     Community 
Church  Groups  Merge 

An  interracial  association  of  300 
Protestant  community  churches  was 
formed  with  the  merger  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Community 
Churches  and  the  Biennial  Council 
of  Community  Churches,  a  Negro 
group.  Establishment  of  the  new 
International  Council  of  Community 
Churches  was  officially  voted  by  400 
delegates  at  a  joint  convention  of 
the  merging  bodies,  both  of  which 
had  previously  endorsed  the  step. 

The  president  of  the  new  organi- 
zation, Dr.  J.  R.  Howe,  said,  "We 
are  entered  on  one  of  the  most  sig- 
nificant movements  in  the  history  of 
the  church.  Nothing  quite  like  it 
has  ever  happened  before." 

Religious  Consultants   Named  for 
White  House  Conference 

Research  consultants  representing 
the  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Jewish  faiths  have  been  appointed 
to  assist  members  of  the  fact-finding 
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committee  of  the  White  House  Con- 
ference on  Children  and  Youth  in 
compiling  a  report  on  religious  as- 
pects of  personality  development. 

Mary  Alice  Jones,  child  book  edi- 
tor of  Rand  McNally  publishing 
house  and  former  director  of  chil- 
dren's work  for  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  has 
been  named  to  represent  the  Protes- 
tant group.  Dr.  Regina  Flannery 
Herzfeld,  assistant  professor  of  an- 
thropology at  the  Catholic  Univer- 
sity of  America,  has  been  appointed 
Catholic  consultant.  Dr.  Moses  Jung, 
professor  of  comparative  religions  at 
Columbia  University,  has  been 
named  the  Jewish  consultant. 

Alcoholic  Debunking 

Widely-held  illusions  that  alco- 
hol protects  against  cold  are  being 
thoroughly  debunked  by  American 
scientists  associated  with  the  gov- 
ernment scientific  experimentations 
in  the  Arctic.  The  preliminary  re- 
port was  made  some  time  ago,  and 
it  has  been  now  continued  by  such 
scientists  as  Dr.  Kurt  Lange  of  the 
New  York  Medical  College. 

Dr.  Lange  in  a  recent  report  cov- 
ering "techniques  for  survival  in 
Arctic  cold"  said  that  the  use  of 
alcohol  causes  a  dilation  of  the  blood 
vessels  at  the  surface  of  the  body 
with  the  result  that  heat  was  lost 
more  rapidly  from  that  body  than 
otherwise  would  have  occurred.  A 
drinker  gains  a  feeling  of  well- 
being  in  increased  warmth  because 
of  this  surface  stimulation,  when 
actually  his  body  is  being  robbed  of 
the  very  heat  units  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  conserved  for  his 
survival.  At  the  same  time  it  has 
been  found  through  scientific  ex- 
periments that  alcohol  dulls  the 
senses  needed  to  take  all  possible 
measures  of  protection,  blurs  alert- 
ness to  the  many  small  details  that 
create  the  margin  between  life  and 
death.  The  man  who  has  had  a 
drink  or  two  is  spurred  on  by  the 
feeling  of  increased  well-being  and 
deceptive  strength  and  soon  forces 
himself  out  beyond  human  limita- 
tions. Fatigue  is  less  noticeable, 
minor  cares  and  worries  disappear 
until  at  last  he  suddenly  finds  his 
strength  and  vitality  gone.  Dr. 
Lange's  report  was  made  to  the 
General  Electric  science  forum.  (Be- 
tween the  Lines). 

News  Brief 

The     "experimental     school"     at 

Caracas,  Venezuela,  is  an  assured 
success.  With  1,500  boys  and  girls 
in    attendance,    the    school    stresses 


"learning  by  seeing  and  doing."  It 
uses  a  small  zoo,  student  gardens,  a 
relief  map  of  the  country  children 
can  study  with  books  in  hand,  a 
school  paper,  moving  pictures  and 
democratic  techniques.    (WP) 


Brotherhood  News 

The  New  Nebraska  Camp 

The  District  of  Nebraska  has  a 
ninety-acre  tract  of  land  on  the 
Platte  River  near  Kearney,  Nebr., 
with  a  six -room  house,  combination 
dining  hall  -  kitchen,  that  is  well 
equipped,  combination  shower  and 
toilet  building,  pump  house,  three- 
acre  lake  and  an  abundance  of 
shade  and  playground  area.  This 
is  the  new  Nebraska  camp.  The  site 
has  many  natural  worship  nooks. 

Three  camps  have  been  held  dur- 
ing this  summer.  The  campers  were 
enthusiastic  about  the  camp  and  the 
district  has  taken  great  interest  in 
promoting  the  total  project.  More 
than  250  people  from  all  the  church- 
es of  the  district  assembled  when 
the  camp  was  dedicated  on  Aug.  20. 
Bro.  Kurtis  Naylor,  who  recently  re- 
turned from  Germany,  gave  the  ded- 
icatory address.  In  the  afternoon 
four  persons  were  baptized  in  beau- 
tiful Lake  Crescent  by  Bro.  Charles 
Bieber  of  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

The  camp  friends  think  that  the 
camp  has  done  much  to  promote  the 
work  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  Nebraska.  Every  congregation 
has  had  an  active  part  in  the  work 
and  the  financial  support  of  the 
project.  The  future  plans  call  for 
the  building  of  bunkhouses  and  pri- 
vate cabins.  The  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  all  of  our  church  friends 
to  visit  the  camp  and  fellowship 
with  the  church  in  Nebraska. — Lew- 
is Naylor,  Foster  Meyers  and  Ken- 
neth Evans,  district  camp  committee. 


Texas      and      Louisiana   District 
Meeting 

The  district  conference  of  Texas 
and  Louisiana  met  in  the  newly 
completed  church  at  Falfurrias,  Tex- 
as, July  20-23.  Guest  leaders  were 
the  regional  executive  secretary, 
James  Elrod,  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission  executive  secretary,  W. 
Harold  Row,  and  the  regional  chil- 
dren's work  director,  Mrs.  Gordon 
Yoder.  Challenging  addresses,  vital 
Bible  study,  a  searching  forum  by 
the  young  people  on  problems  of 
Christian  personal  relations  and  by 
guest  and  district  leaders  on  deep- 
ening the  spiritual  life  of  the  fam- 
ily were  outstanding  features  of  the 
program.  Sectional  conferences  for 
youth,  children's  workers,  men's 
work  and  women's  work  were  valu- 
able to  those  interested  in  special 
areas  of  church  work.  Excellent 
music  was  enjoyed  throughout  the 
conference.  Bro.  Row  delivered  the 
dedicatory  address  on  the  subject, 
Here  Comes  the  Church,  for  the 
Falfurrias  church  building. 

In  the  business  session  a  plan  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  district 
board  was  put  into  operation.  At 
the  business  session  the  following 
elections  were  made:  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegate  to  the  1951  Annual 
Conference,  Glenn  Harris,  with  J.  A 
Eby  alternate;  moderator  of  the 
1951  district  conference,  J.  B.  Fire- 
stone; district  board,  E.  E.  Butson 
and  J.  A.  Eby;  district  clerk,  Mrs. 
Paul  Metzger;  president  of  women's 
work,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Eby;  president  of 
young  people,  Glen  Bellah;  vice- 
president  of  young  people,  Bertha 
Landis.  The  district  meeting  next 
year  will  be  held  in  the  Nocona 
church. 

Of  special  interest  to  everyone 
was  the  development  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  project  on  the  farm. 
New  buildings,  cleared  land,  dairy 
operation  and  work  on  the  church 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  organic  law  of  the  People's 
Republic  guarantees  freedom  of  be- 
lief, as  well  as  of  disbelief.  So  far 
as  the  colleges  [Christian  colleges] 
are  concerned,  this  freedom  has 
been  an  actuality.  Aside  from  the 
pressures  exerted  on  individuals  by 
non-Christian  fellows  and  by  the 
godless  ideology  of  the  new  regime, 
there  has  been  no  attack  on  or  re- 
striction of  the  Christian  faith. 

From  all  institutions  have  come 
reports  not  only  of  a  continuance 
but  often  of  an  intensification  of 
Christian  group  activities.  Volun- 
tary   courses    in    religion    are    per- 


mitted and  elected;  Bible  classes  and 
fellowship  groups  are  more  popular 
than  ever.  Christian  faculty  have 
been  finding  new  strength  in  group 
study  and  prayer.  Services  of  wor- 
ship continue  without  interference. 
Antagonisms  may  develop,  re- 
strictions may  be  imposed,  and  pres- 
sures are  almost  certain  to  continue, 
for  atheism  is  on  the  march.  But 
so  far  the  Christian  colleges  have 
been  permitted  to  affirm  the  exist- 
ence of  their  God  and  to  witness  to 
the  power  of  his  Son. — From  annual 
report  of  United  Board  for  Christian 
Colleges  in  China. 


building  spoke  of  the  work  of  the 
Brethren  volunteer  workers  and  the 
workers  sent  by  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Commission.  It  is  the  hope  and 
prayer  of  everyone  that  work  among 
the  Latin  Americans  may  become 
increasingly  effective. — Glenn  Har- 
ris, Jennings,  La. 


Weddings 


Aliice-Marlin. — Zane  Winfred  Altice  and 
Betty  Jean  Martin,  both  of  Roanoke,  Va., 
Sept.  16.  1950,  in  the  Ninth  Street  church, 
Roanoke,  by  the  undersigned.— Ralph  E. 
Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Blickensiaff-Brydon.— James  P.  Blicken- 
staff  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  and  Patricia  Joan 
Brydon  of  San  Dimas,  Calif.,  in  the  La 
Verne  church,  Calif.,  Sept.  9,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Galen  B.  Ogden,  La  Verne 
Calif. 

Cromer-Ferguson.— Robert  M.  Cromer 
and  Mildred  L.  Ferguson,  both  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  in  the  Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke, 
June  17,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Ralph 
E.  Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Grim-Liiien. — Harlon  L.  Grim  of  New 
Market,  Va.,  and  Lois  La  Verne  Litten  of 
Quicksburg,  Va.,  Aug.  12,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home.— N.  J.  Miller,  Mt. 
Jackson,  Va. 

Kuykendall-Cusier.— James  R.  Kuyken- 
dall  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Mary  Belle  Cus- 
ter of  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  Aug.  30,  1950,  in  the 
Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Ralph  E.  Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Laycook-Bolinger.— Elbert  R.  Laycook 
and  Florence  L.  Bolinger,  both  of  La 
Verne,  Calif.,  in  the  La  Verne  church 
Calif.,  Aug.  23,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Galen  B.  Ogden,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Malloil-Erbaugh.— Ira  F.  Mallott  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  Donna  Erbaugh  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  June  24,  1950,  in  the  Bear  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned.— F  E 
Mallott,  Chicago,  111. 

May-Harlow.— Arnold  A.  May  of  Fulks 
'Run,  Va.,  and  Betty  June  Harlow  of  Mt. 
Solon,  Va.,  Sept.  21,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home.— W.  H.  Zigler,  Church- 
ville,  Va. 

McLain-Nealhawk.— Kenneth  G.  McLain 
and  Bettie  Jane  Neathawk,  both  of  Roa- 
noke, Va.,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the  Ninth 
Street  parsonage,  Roanoke,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Ralph  E.  Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Perry-Duke.— Jack  G.  Perry  and  Doro- 
thy V.  Duke,  both  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Aug. 
26,  1950,  in  the  Ninth  Street  parsonage,  Ro- 
anoke, by  the  undersigned.— Ralph  E. 
Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Raltz-Foster.— Lester  J.  Rattz  and  Row- 
ene  T.  Foster,  both  of  Winston-Salem,  N. 
C,  Sept.  3,  1950,  in  the  Fraternity  church, 
by  the  undersigned.— S.  H.  Flora,  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C. 

Resiuccia-Fleishman. — Danny  Restuccia 
of  Garfield,  N.  J.,  and  Melva  Fleishman  of 
Nokesville,  Va.,  June  27,  1950,  in  the 
Nokesville  church,  by  the  undersigned  — 
Dewey  D.  Fleishman,   Nokesville,  Va. 

Robertson-Willard.— Marshall  L.  Robert- 
son and  Zelda  F.  Willard,  both  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  Jan.  30,  1950,  in  the  Ninth  Street  par- 
sonage, Roanoke,  by  the  undersigned  — 
Ralph  E.  Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Shively-Miller.— Ralph  L.  Shively  of  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  Catherine  Miller  of 
Dearborn,  Mich.,  in  the  Zion  Lutheran 
church,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Aug.  19,  1950, 
by  Rev.  Henry  O.  Yoder.— L.  S.  Shively', 
Muncie,  Ind. 

Slone-Yopp.— Wilfred  S.  Slone  and  Stella 
V.  Yopp,  both  of  Callaway,  Va.,  Sept.  9, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
Oscar  R.  Fike,  Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Stivenson-Knox.— Elvin  G.  Stivenson  of 
Natrona  Heights,  Pa.,  and  Betty  Jane 
Knox  of  Brackenridge,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1950, 
in  the  Natrona  Heights  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Arthur  L.  Rummel,  Natrona 
Heights,  Pa. 

Uiz-Hoke. — Emerson  Utz  of  Arcanum, 
Ohio,  and  Janet  Hoke  of  Greenville,  Ohio. 


Aug.  14,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — E.  O.  Norris,  Richmond,  Ind. 

Warren-Kiracofe. — Joseph  E.  Warren  and 
Doris  Kiracofe  of  Lima,  Ohio,  in  the  Pleas- 
ant View  church,  Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Edgar  G.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Weimer-Eulsey. — Elmer  Weimer  of  Nor- 
malville,  Pa.,  and  Sarah  Eutsey  of  White, 
Pa.,  Sept.  2,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  Connellsville, 
Pa. 

Young-Vaughn. — Ray  W.  Young,  Jr.,  and 
Beryl  L.  Vaughn  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  the 
Hollidaysburg  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  20,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Dan  Haldeman,  Hol- 
lidaysburg, Pa. 

Zuck-Slauch. — Lowell  Zuck  of  Ephrata, 
Pa.,  and  Maya  Stauch  of  Chicago,  111.,  Sept. 
14,  1950,  in  the  Christ  Lutheran  church, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Nevin  H.   Zuck,   Elizabethtown,   Pa. 


Obituaries 


Sarah  Catherine  Wray 

Sarah  Catherine  Wray,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Graybill  Bowman,  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  Dec.  6,  1854,  and 
died  Aug.  19,  1950.  She  united  with  the 
Old  German  Baptist  Church  early  in  life 
and  remained  faithful  all  of  her  life. 

In  1873  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Joel  P.  Wray,  and  to  this  union  two  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons  were  born.  In  1895 
she  with  her  husband  and  family  moved 
to  Ohio  where  they  have  since  resided  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Maple  Grove  church. 

In  1939  her  husband  passed  away.  Also 
one  daughter,  Mary  Sopronia  Deeter,  one 
son,  Daniel  Price,  two  grandsons,  one 
great-grandson  and  one  great-great-grand- 
son have  preceded  her  in  death. 

She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Glenna 
Lynch;  two  sons,  Benjamin  W.  and  J. 
Cline;  three  brothers,  Jonas  D.  Bowman  of 
Callaway,  Va.,  Thomas  H.  and  Henry  E. 
Bowman  of  Roanoke,  Va.;  one  sister,  Mrs. 
J.  O.  Flora  of  Boones  Mill,  Va.;  seven 
grandchildren,  seven  stepgrandchildren; 
sixteen  great-grandchildren;  and  seven 
great-great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Maple  Grove  church  by  Brethren  N.  A. 
Hockman,  Clyde  Royer  and  Dennis  Landes. 
Burial  was  in  the  New  Carlisle  cemetery. 
—The  Family. 

Lydia  Dickey 

Lydia  Dickey,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Garver  Wertz,  was  born  in  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  Sept.  7,  1860,  and  died  Aug. 
30,  1950. 

In  1865  the  family  moved  back  to  Ohio, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Black  River  church,  Ohio. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Nearly 
her  entire  life  was  spent  in  Medina  Coun- 
ty except  for  about  four  years  which  were 
spent  near  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  two  years 
at  Mt.  Morris  College,  111.,  1893  and  1894, 
where  she  studied  Bible. 

In  1906  she  was  married  to  Elder  L.  H. 
Dickey  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1928. 

She  taught  a  Sunday-school  class  from 
the  time  she  joined  the  church  until  late 
in  life,  and  was  chorister  for  many  years 
in  the  Black  River,  Ashland  Dickey  and 
Fostoria  churches. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Black  River  cemetery. — C.  C.  Louder, 
Spencer,   Ohio. 

Lester  Heisey 

Lester,  son  of  Albert  and  Susannah 
Heisey,  was  born  near  Phillipsburg,  Ohio, 
Sept.  17,  1881,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Potsdam,  Ohio,   Aug.  30,    1950. 

In  1898  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  near  Potsdam.  His  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  public  school. 

In  1902  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Emma  Miller.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  daughters  and  one  son.  His  wife, 
who  died  in  1944,  one  daughter  and  one 
son  preceded  him  in  death. 


In  1908  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  in 
the  West  Milton  church.  A  year  later  he 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Charleston 
mission  church,  in  which  he  worked  for 
nearly  five  years;  he  labored  in  the  Cedar 
Grove  church  for  one  year  and  later 
held  the  pastorate  of  the  church  near 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  He  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  two  churches  in  Kentucky. 

In  1946  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Maude  Smith. 

In  1949  he  transferred  his  membership  to 
the  Dunkard  Brethren  Church  in  Engle- 
wood,  Ohio. 

He  was  a  faithful  minister  in  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel  and  always  ready  to  do 
his  duty  when  called  upon. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  six  daughters, 
Velma  Shearer  of  Laura,  Ohio,  Dortha 
Boomershine  and  Ruth  Wissinger,  both  of 
Lewisburg,  Ohio,  Lona  Shuttleworth  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  Sue  Elegy  of  Lewisburg, 
Ohio,  Naomi  Petry  of  Potsdam,  Ohio;  one 
stepson,  Harry  Smith  of  Fostoria,  Ohio; 
sixteen  grandchildren;  six  brothers,  Chal- 
mer,  Walter,  Jesse,  William,  John  and  Ray; 
and  one  sister,   Carrie. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pots- 
dam church.  Burial  was  in  the  Potsdam 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Alma  Petry,  Laura,  Ohio. 

Lydia  M.  Garner 

Lydia  M.  Garner,  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Mary  Geiman  Royer,  was  born  in  Adams 
County,  Pa.,  May  28,  1871,  and  died  at  her 
home     near     West- 
minster,   Md.,    July 
22,   1950. 

In  1899  she  was 
married  to  John  J. 
Garner.  She  and 
her  husband  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniver- 
sary in  September 
of    1949. 

She    had    been    a 
,  member       of       the 

Church  of  the 
,...,.dW@8!!2&iiz.:&  Brethren  for  sixty- 
three  years  and 
served  with  her  husband  in  the  office  of 
deacon.  Although  she  had  been  an  invalid 
in  a  wheel  chair  for  the  past  two  years, 
she  still  did  many  of  her  household  duties 
besides  braiding  rugs  and  piecing  thirty- 
two  quilts  for  New  Windsor. 

Surviving  are  her  husband;  two  sons, 
Ralph  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Sterling  of 
Westminster;  and  a  daughter,  Rachel  Gar- 
ner, at  home. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mead- 
ow Branch  church  by  Bro.  Jacob  Replogle, 
assisted  by  Brethren  Harold  Bomberger 
and  William  E.  Roop.  Interment  was  in 
the  church  cemetery. — Florence  Garner, 
Frederick,  Md. 

Rosa  Annie  Simmons 

Rosa  Annie,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Catherine  Cripe,  was  born  in  Illinois,  Sept. 
4,  1867,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1950. 

While  an  infant  she  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Missouri,  where  they  located  on  a 
farm,  near  Osceola.  It  was  here  that  she 
passed  away. 

In  early  womanhood  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  later  becoming 
a  charter  member  of  the  Osceola  church. 

In  1885  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Thomas  Jefferson  Simmons,  who  was  then 
pastor  of  the  Osceola  church.  To  this 
union  were  born  eleven  children,  ten  of 
whom  survive.  Her  husband  preceded  her 
in  death  in  1934,  and  a  son,  Will,  passed 
away  in  1948. 

Those  surviving  are:  the  children,  Dan  of 
Stockton,  Calif.,  Tom  of  Kirkland,  Wash., 
Alma  Minert  of  Nelson,  Nebr.,  Iva  Zeiler 
of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  Viola  Snyder,  Bertha  Fos- 
ter, John,  Clinton,  Sam  and  Charles,  all  of 
Osceola;  forty-nine  grandchildren  and 
forty-two    great-grandchildren. 

Aunt  Annie,  as  she  was  lovingly  known 
to  many  people,  was  quiet,  unassuming 
but  an  extremely  busy  individual.  For 
many  years  she  served  her  Master  in  help- 
ing   her    husband    in    his    pastoral    duties. 
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After  her  health  prevented  her  from  doing 
active  'work,  she  continued  steadfast  in 
faith,  always  ready  to  give  encouragement 
to  those  in  need. — Mrs.  Ella  Stong,  Osceola, 
Mo. 

Martin  M.  Biser 

Martin  M.,  son  of  Nickolas  and  Martha 
Daugherty  Biser,  was  born  May  31,  1860, 
and  passed  away  March  21,  1950. 

He  had  been  a  minister  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  fifty-four  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Beaver  Run  church. 

His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  in  1910. 

He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Samuel  H. 
and  Nicholas,  both  of  Burlington,  W.  Va.; 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Jane  Orndorff  of 
Junction,  W.  Va.,  Mrs.  Wayne  Whiteman 
and  Mrs.  Sally  Boyce,  both  of  Keyser,  W. 
Va.;  twenty-one  grandchildren;  forty-two 
great-grandchildren;  and  two  great-great- 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Beaver 
Run  church  by  Bro.  India  Hockman.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Beaver  Run  cemetery. 
—Mrs.  Gerald  Rogers,  Burlington,  W.  Va. 

Baker,  John  Vincent,  son  of  William  and 
Sarah  Jane  Cooksy  Baker,  was  born  Dec. 
31,  1865,  in  Owen  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
Sept.  25,  1950.  On  Sept.  25,  1901,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Ulery,  and  to  this  union 
three  children  were  born.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  three  children,  three  grand- 
children, one  great-grandson  and  one  sis- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Baptist  church  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Dur- 
ward  Hays,  Lawrenceville,   111. 

Brickey,  Nellie  May,  daughter  of  M.  M. 
and  Sina  Dawson,  was  born  May  23,  1875, 
near  Independence,  Kansas,  and  died  Sept. 
28,  1950,  at  her  home  in  Nocona,  Texas.  On 
Feb.  28,  1893,  she  was  married  to  J.  A. 
Brickey,  who  preceded  her  in  death.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  is  survived  by  three  daughters, 
two  sons,  ten  grandchildren  and  nine 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  No- 
cona, Texas,  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
J.  A.  Eby,  Nocona,  Texas. 

Brumbaugh,  Edward  H„  son  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  Brumbaugh,  was  born  at 
Fredericksburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  5,  1872,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  Sept. 
24,  1950.  On  Nov.  8,  1896,  he  was  married 
to  Iva  Burget,  who  died  three  years  ago. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church 
for  many  years.  He  is  survived  by  one 
son,  three  daughters,  seven  grandchildren 
and  nine  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Roaring  Spring 
church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes. 
Interment  was  in  the  Brumbaugh  cemetery 
at  Fredericksburg,  Pa. — Sara  E.  Hoover, 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Frickey,  August,  son  of  Augustus  and 
Mary  Wiltrout  Frickey,  was  born  Sept.  5, 
1864,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1950.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Ida  Ellen  Schrock,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  twenty  years  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  one  daughter,  two  grandchil- 
dren, four  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother.  He  was  a  faithful  member  and 
deacon  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Summit  Mills,  Pa.,  for  many  years.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  home  Sept. 
26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— J.  C.  Beahm, 
Grantsville,  Md. 

Frills,  Mittie  R.,  daughter  of  Burl  and 
America  Gobbel,  was  born  June  2,  1869, 
and  died  July  23,  1950.  She  was  married 
on  Sept.  22,  1895,  to  Phillip  E.  Fritts,  who 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  became  a 
member  of  the  Maple  Grove  church  in 
1928  and  was  a  faithful  attendant  as  long 
as  her  health  permitted.  She  is  survived 
by  two  daughters,  two  sons,  one  stepson, 
ten  grandchildren  and  four-great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Shiloh  Methodist  church  by  her  pastor, 
S.  H.  Flora,  assisted  by  Rev.  Ralph  Jacks 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Interment  was  in 
the  church  cemetery. — S.  H.  Flora,  Win- 
ston-Salem, N.  C. 

Laughman.  Milton,  son  of  Tobias  and 
Rebecca  Laughman,  and  husband  of  Hes- 


ter Evans  Laughman,  died  Sept.  4,  1950. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  nine  children, 
twenty  grandchildren  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  Elders  J.  M.  Stauffer 
and  E.  E.  Baugher.  Interment  was  in  the 
New  Oxford  cemetery. — A.  P.  Hetrick, 
Hanover,  Pa. 

Miller,  Jesse  S.,  son  of  Marcus  and  Ma- 
lissa  Miller,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1870,  and 
died  Sept.  5,  1950.  On  March  28,  1893,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Fairburn, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Early  in  life  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
in  which  he  served  as  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent and  teacher  for  the  majority 
of  the  time.  In  the  year  1910  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  He  called  for  and 
received  the  anointing  service,  which  was 
performed  by  the  ministers  of  the  church. 
Besides  his  immediate  family,  he  is  sur- 
vived by  three  sisters,  one  brother,  seven 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
— C.  I.  Alger,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Oswalt,  Barbara,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  Blocher  Milam,  was  born  in  Wa- 
bash County,  Ind.,  Dec.  30,  1875,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Silver 
Lake,  Ind.,  Sept.  29,  1950.  On  June  12, 
1895,  she  was  married  to  Arlie  Oswalt.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Wabash,  Ind.  She  is  survived  by 
one  daughter,  two  sons,  one  sister,  one 
brother,  nine  grandchildren  and  seven 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Bachelor  Creek  Chris- 
tian church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  the  pastor  of  the  Christian  church,  Rev. 
Gift.  Burial  was  in  the  Huff  cemetery  — 
J.  F.  Baldwin,  Roann,  Ind. 
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Ohio 

Canton,  Maple  Avenue. — On  the  evening 
of  July  16  our  elder,  J.  D.  Zigler,  delivered 
the  evening  message.  Four  persons  were 
baptized  on  July  16.  Ten  of  our  ladies  at- 
tended the  women's  work  rally  at  Camp 
Zion  on  July  25.  One  person  was  bap- 
tized on  July  30.  On  Aug.  27  the  Shelly 
family  furnished  special  music  at  the  eve- 
ning service.  Florence  Dickerhoof  and 
Plezzie  Meyers  represented  our  church  at 
the  district  conference.  On  Sept.  17  the 
district  cabinet  of  the  Northeastern  Ohio 
men's  work  and  their  wives  met  with  us 
for  the  morning  service.  Bro.  Hershber- 
ger  of  the  Akron  church  taught  the  Bible 
lesson  in  the  adult  department.  Thirty- 
five  of  us  enjoyed  a  fellowship  dinner  with 
them  at  noon.  Our  Wednesday  evening 
Bible  study  has  become  very  interesting. 
We  use  the  little  booklet  entitled  What  a 
Young  Christian  Ought  to  Know  for  our 
devotions  and  the  Book  of  John  for  study. 
—Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Mansfield. — Eleven  new  members  were 
baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  since 
our  last  report.  A  two  weeks'  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  was  held  in  our  church 
with  an  attendance  of  sixty-three.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  C.  E.  Copeland  represented 
the  church  at  our  district  meeting  at  the 
Olivet  church  the  last  of  August.  The 
men's  work  sponsored  the  painting  of  the 
parsonage.  The  women  of  the  church  have 
been  busy  during  the  summer  sewing  for 
the  relief  center  at  New  Windsor.  We 
will  observe  World  Communion  Sunday  as 
the  date  for  our  fall  love  feast. — Ruth 
Treace,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Pleasant  Plains.— Our  pastor  and  his 
wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Harold  Correll, 
and  our  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Monroe 
Thompson,  attended  the  Toronto  confer- 
ence in  August  and  brought  back  many 
good  things  from  it  to  the  congregation. 
One  of  our  young  people,  Judy  Ford,  at- 
tended the  work  camp  at  Kansas  City  in 
July  and  is  putting  to  work  in  the  local 
church  some  of  her  ideas  on  race  rela- 
tions. We  hope  soon  to  have  a  race  rela- 
tions Sunday.    We  are  looking  forward  to 
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evangelistic  meetings,  Oct.  23 — Nov.  5,  with 
Bro.  Frank  E.  Nies  of  Rocky  Ford  as  the 
evangelist. — Mrs.  Luther  Ford,  Aline,  Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Cherry  Lane. — Since  our  last  report,  two 
persons  have  united  with  the  church  by 
baptism  and  three  by  letter.  The  Eppley 
Gospel  quintet  presented  a  program  of 
sacred  music,  talks  and  testimonies.  On 
July  2  the  women's  work  group  had 
charge  of  the  evening  service  and  the  of- 
fering was  given  to  help  support  a  mis- 
sionary child.  On  July  9  our  children's 
day  program  was  presented  under  the  di- 
rection of  Kathryn  Sollenberger.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  was  held  on  Aug.  6 
with  Bro.  Emmert  Frederick  as  the  guest 
speaker.  Special  music  was  rendered  by 
Sister  Edith  Cox  of  Claysburg  on  the  vi- 
braharp,  accompanied  by  Sister  Marie 
Gardner.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  spent 
two  weeks  as  leaders  at  Camp  Harmony. 
Our  pastor  also  attended  the  school  of  al- 
cohol studies  at  Juniata  College.  Five  of 
our  junior  boys  attended  Camp  Harmony 
and  gave  good  reports  in  Sunday  school. 
We  have  a  displaced  person  from  Latvia 
working  in  the  home  of  Bro.  Floyd 
Ritchey.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
fall  revival  meeting,  Oct.  30 — Nov.  12,  with 
Bro.  Dorsey  E.  Rotruck  of  Johnstown  as 
the  evangelist.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  12. — Mrs.  Evelyn  Fern,  Clear- 
ville,  Pa. 

Everett. — The  senior  ladies'  aid  of  our 
church  has  been  doing  some  sewing  for 
relief.  They  have  made  liberal  contribu- 
tions to  missions,  district  work,  Ecuador 
relief  and  the  building  fund.  The  junior 
ladies'  aid  has  also  made  donations  for  va- 
rious projects  and  are  supporting  the  child 
of  a  missionary  worker  in  Puerto  Rico. 
The  primary  department  in  our  Sunday 
school  is  supporting  the  child  of  a  mis- 
sionary to  Africa.  Other  departments  have 
been  active  in  making  up  friendship  pack- 
ets, sending  soap  for  relief,  raising  camp 
funds  and  gathering  used  clothing  for  re- 
lief. There  were  126  enrolled  in  our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school.  Forty-two  children 
and  young  people  attended  Camp  Harmony 
during  the  summer.  Bro.  James  Renz, 
secretary  of  temperance  education  for  our 
Brotherhood,  spoke  at  the  community  ves- 
per service  on  July  16.  Our  pastor  taught 
courses  on  church  music  and  personal  de- 
votion to  Brethren  volunteer  workers  at 
New  Windsor  Aug.  7-12.  He  also  con- 
ducted a  two  weeks'  meeting  in  the 
Holsinger  house  of  the  Woodbury  congre- 
gation in  September.  Brother  and  Sister  L. 
C.  England  represented  our  district  at  the 
midcentury  conference  on  Christian  edu- 
cation at  Toronto,  Canada,  in  August.  Our 
church  was  represented  at  the  workshop 
on  Christian  education  at  Juniata  College 
in  August  by  Sister  Evelyn  Diehl.  Several 
of  our  young  people  attended  the  Eastern 
Region  youth  conference  at  New  Enter- 
prise Sept.  15-17.  Rev.  E.  Bruce  Poulson, 
the  district  superintendent  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania temperance  league,  spoke  in  our 
church  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  17. — Elmira 
C.  Clapper,  Everett,  Pa. 

Hooversville. — Several  of  our  boys  and 
girls  attended  Camp  Harmony  this  sum- 
mer. On  the  morning  of  Sept.  10  Bro.  C.  D. 
Bonsack  was  our  guest  speaker.  On  Sept. 
17  our  council  meeting  was  held  and  Sun- 
day-school and  church  officers  were 
elected.  Brother  and  Sister  Shirk  will  be 
installed  into  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
near  future.  We  have  planned  to  pur- 
chase the  new  hymnal  for  our  church. 
Our  women's  work  has  a  monthly  meeting 
and  we  are  filling  pocketbooks  with  useful 
articles,  which  will  be  sent  to  New  Wind- 
sor for  relief.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  24, 
Circuit  1  will  hold  its  rally  in  our  church. 
Our  evangelistic  meeting  will  begin  Oct.  2, 


with  Bro.  Clarence  Rosenberger  as  the 
evangelist.  Our  communion  will  be  held 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8.— Blanche  M. 
Hershberger,  Hooversville,  Pa. 

Huntingdon. — We  were  greatly  saddened 
by  the  death  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Esther 
Morgan,  two  of  our  most  faithful  workers. 
Our  annual  Sunday-school  workers'  meet- 
ing in  Sherwood  Forrest  was  well  attended 
and  most  helpful.  During  July  the  women 
of  the  church  met  weekly  at  the  Blair  hos- 
pital to  sew  for  that  institution.  Our 
pastor  attended  the  Bethany  Seminary  ex- 
tension school  at  Elizabethtown  College. 
Several  of  our  workers  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  and  workshop  held  on 
the  Juniata  campus.  A  nursery  for  smaller 
children  has  been  opened  in  our  church. 
Several  of  our  young  folks  attended  the 
Eastern  Region  youth  conference  at  New 
Enterprise  Sept.  15-17.  Our  prayer  meet- 
ings will  be  continued  each  Wednesday 
evening  throughout  the  fall  and  winter. — 
Mrs.  Chester  Shuler,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Indian  Creek. — One  person  was  received 
by  baptism  since  our  last  report.  We  have 
purchased  the  current  Brethren  hymnal 
for  use  in  our  church  and  may  exchange  it 
for  the  new  hymnal  when  available.  We 
have  decided  to  have  church  services  ev- 
ery Sunday  morning  and  the  first  Sunday 
evening  of  every  month.  Our  church  has 
taken  in  two  displaced  persons  families 
and  has  found  homes  and  work  for  them. 
Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege conducted  a  Bible  institute  on  July  15 
and  16  in  our  church.  Several  of  our  Sun- 
day-school pupils  attended  Camp  Swatara 
this  summer.  Hilda  StaufTer,  who  has  been 
teaching  Bible  in  the  schools  of  Virginia 
for  some  time,  has  left  for  Chicago  to  work 
among  the  Chinese.  The  young  people 
sponsored  a  week-end  conference  on  Sept. 
9  and  10,  with  Bro.  Robert  Hess  as  the 
speaker.  The  East  Petersburg  a  cappella 
chorus  presented  a  program  on  Sept.  10. 
The  annual  memorial  service  at  the  Klein's 
house  was  held  on  Aug.  27,  with  Bro. 
Milton  Hershey  as  the  speaker.  Our  evan- 
gelistic services  are  scheduled  for  Oct.  15- 
29,  with  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  as  the 
evangelist.— J.  Wilford  Price,  Vernfield,  Pa. 

Snake  Spring. — Since  our  last  report,  one 
person  was  baptized  and  two  members 
were  lost  by  death.  Some  of  our  young 
people  attended  Camp  Harmony  this  sum- 
mer. Our  harvest  meeting  was  held  on 
Aug.  6.  The  speaker  was  Bro.  Nevin  Zuck 
of  Elizabethtown  at  both  morning  and  aft- 
ernoon sessions.  At  our  last  council  meet- 
ing Bro.  Isaac  Wareham  was  elected  elder 
and  Bro.  Marshall  Van  Horn  assistant. 
Delegates  to  district  meeting  were  also 
elected.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
revival  meeting  in  October  with  Bro. 
Cletus  Meyers  of  New  Enterprise  as  the 
evangelist.— Mrs.  Phebe  Shuss,  Everett,  Pa. 

Sugar  Valley.— Mrs.  George  Wright  of 
Windber  spoke  at  a  morning  service 
about  the  work  of  the  WCTU.  That  after- 
noon she  addressed  a  meeting  in  Loganton, 
at  which  some  of  our  folks  were  present 
and  at  which  a  new  branch  of  the  WCTU 
was  organized.  Several  of  our  members 
attended  the  Sunday  school  and  ministerial 
meeting  at  Hanover  and  the  regional  con- 
ference at  Huntingdon.  Two  of  our  young 
women  were  enrolled  in  the  workshop  at 
Juniata  College.  During  the  last  week  of 
August  and  the  first  week  of  September 
our  regular  series  of  meetings  was  held. 
The  evangelist  was  Bro.  Paul  Yoder  of 
Juniata  College.  He  brought  us  excellent 
messages.  The  meetings  ended  with  our 
love  feast  on  Sept.  9  and  a  fellowship  meal 
after  our  preaching  service  on  Sept.  10. — 
Mrs.  Dana  Eckert,  Lamar,  Pa. 

Texas 

Nocona.— Eight  young  people  and  three 
adults  attended  the  Brethren  camp  at 
Lake  Arthur,  La.  Two  of  our  young  peo- 
ple went  to  the  Spring  Lake  camp  at  Cor- 
dell,  Okla.  Brother  and  Sister  Crumpacker 
were  with  us  for  two  evenings  and  spoke 
on  missionary  work  in  China.  On  July  23 
our  district  meeting  was  held  at  Falfur- 
rias.  Eleven  of  our  members  attended. 
Two  of  our  young  people,  Betty  Molsbee 
and  Glen  Bellah,  entered  college  at  Mc- 
Pherson,     Kansas.      As     a     result     of     our 


evangelistic  meeting  held  by  Bro.  Clar- 
ence Brubaker,  three  persons  were  bap- 
tized and  eight  reconsecrated.  The  mem- 
bers devoted  thirty  minutes  each  evening 
before  services  in  prayer  and  meditation 
for  the  success  of  the  meetings. — Mrs.  Lee 
Priddy,  Bowie,  Texas. 

Virginia 

Brick. — The  three  delegates  to  district 
meeting  from  the  Bethlehem  church  were 
Mrs.  Ivan  Boitnott,  Parker  Leffue  and 
Bennie  Flora.  We  were  happy  to  have  the 
ladies'  aid  from  the  Ninth  Street  church, 
Roanoke,  visit  our  aid  with  their  pastor, 
Bro.  Ralph  Shober,  and  ours,  Bro.  Frank 
Layman,  being  present.  We  have  quilted 
eleven  quilts,  six  of  which  are  for  relief. 
The  young  people  collected  approximately 
forty  dollars  as  a  result  of  their  apron  so- 
cial. We  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  Johnny 
Naff  from  Antioch  preach  at  a  morning 
service.  The  children  presented  a  worship 
program  on  children's  day.  The  Home- 
builders  class  remember  the  sick  by 
sending  them  cards.  Our  revival  was 
held  Aug.  14-27.  Bro.  Raymond  Mar- 
tin was  the  evangelist.  Three  persons  were 
baptized.  The  men  have  been  co-operat- 
ing in  working  on  the  land  adjoining  the 
church  cemetery.  Our  annual  member- 
ship day  was  held  Sept.  10  with  our  pastor 
bringing  the  morning  message.  Our  elder, 
Bro.  J.  B.  Peters,  of  Roanoke  presided  at 
our  regular  council  in  the  afternoon  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year. — Mrs.  Galen  Flora,  Boones  Mill, 
Va. 

Hollywood. — On  Aug.  13  Brother  and 
Sister  Hersch  came  to  our  church  to  show 
some  pictures  and  Sister  Hersch  gave  a 
short  talk.  Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  D. 
Merrill  Mow,  left  our  church  on  Aug.  24 
to  return  to  school.  Bro.  Cunningham  held 
our  revival  from  Aug.  28  to  Sept.  3.  We 
are  planning  to  have  a  sale  to  make  money 
to  fix  the  inside  of  the  church. — Marian 
Quann,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Peters  Creek. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  begun  on  our  new  parsonage.  The 
ladies'  aid  will  furnish  the  kitchen  with 
an  electric  stove,  a  hot  water  heater,  re- 
frigerator and  linoleum.  The  ladies  are 
continuing  their  work  for  relief  and  help- 
ing those  in  need.  We  held  our  vacation 
Bible  school  with  an  attendance  of  about 
fifty.  Our  district  conference  at  Copper 
Hill  and  our  regional  conference  at  the 
First  church  in  Roanoke  were  attended  by 
several  of  our  members.  Several  of  our 
boys  and  girls  attended  Camp  Bethel  dur- 
ing the  summer.  The  pulpit  has  been 
filled  this  summer  by  several  visiting  min- 
isters. We  had  two  German  high  school 
girls  from  the  Cloverdale  congregation  to 
speak  to  us.  They  gave  us  their  impres- 
sions of  America  and  answered  many  ques- 
tions that  were  submitted  to  them.  We  are 
happy  to  have  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Carroll 
S.  Ringgold,  and  his  family,  formerly  of 
Naperville,  111.,  with  us.  He  began  his 
services  on  Sept.  1.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  will  be  held  Sept.  20. — 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Vinyard,   Roanoke,   Va. 

Red  Oak  Grove. — Our  revival  this  sum- 
mer was  held  the  last  two  weeks  in  July 
by  Elder  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Bedford  Coun- 
ty. Five  new  members  have  been  added 
to  the  church  membership  in  the  past  few 
months,  four  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
The  Naff  reunion  was  held  Sept.  24  at  Red 
Oak  Grove  with  a  basket  lunch.  Plans 
have  been  completed  for  our  annual  love 
feast  which  will  be  held  Oct.  7,  with  Bro. 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm  presiding.  Bro.  Arnold 
Naff  has  expressed  his  desire  to  enter  the 
ministry.  We  wish  and  pray  for  him  and 
his  wife  much  success  in  this  undertaking. 
— Mrs.  Clarence  Yearout,  Basham,  Va. 

West  Virginia 

Old  Furnace. — One  of  our  young  breth- 
ren, James  Whitacre,  who  graduated  from 
Elizabethtown  College  in  the  spring,  was 
married  to  Mary  Greenawalt  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  Aug.  26.  They  are  now  teaching 
at  Willis,  Va.  Our  youngest  minister,  Alan 
Whitacre,  worked  in  the  Elgin  mental  hos- 
pital unit  this  summer.  He  and  Daniel 
Whitacre  have  returned  to  Elizabethtown 
College  for  their  second  year.  Jesse  W. 
Whitacre  was  re-elected  elder.   The  ladies' 


aid  will  act  as  Messenger  agent  and  Ruth 
Whitacre  as  Messenger  correspondent.  The 
district  meeting  of  First  West  Virginia  was 
held  in  our  church  Sept.  8  and  9.  Carl 
Moreland  and  Charles  Bohrer  were  our 
delegates  and  the  former  gave  the  report 
on  Sept.  17.  Mrs.  Lenora  Turner,  our  del- 
egate to  the  regional  conference  at  Roa- 
noke, Va.,  in  August,  also  gave  a  report 
on  Sept.  17.  We  recently  installed  new 
pews,  new  carpet  and  a  new  bookcase. 
These,  with  the  pulpit  and  painting,  are  to 
be  dedicated  on  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  8. 
Bro.  Wilmer  A.  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio,  will 
preach  the  dedicatory  sermon.  Bro.  Petry 
will  begin  our  two  weeks'  revival  meeting 
on  Oct.  2.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  21.  Ruth  Whitacre,  dis- 
trict president  of  women's  work,  was  a 
leader  in  the  workshop  held  at  Bridge- 
water  College  recently.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  good  revival  with  our  mem- 
bers going  ahead  with  a  community  visita- 
tion prior  to  the  meeting  and  to  increased 
attendance  in  all  of  our  activities  for  fall 
and  winter. — Ruth  Whitacre,  Keyser,  W. 
Va. 


Brethren  Placemenl  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be 
assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspondence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  471.  Wanted:  Man  or  woman  to  help 
care  for  aged  man,  other  duties  about  the 
home.  For  winter  or  longer.  One-half 
block  to  Brethren  church.  Modern  con- 
veniences, board,  room  and  laundry  fur- 
nished. Reasonable  wages.  Write:  Mrs. 
Emma  K.  Stryker,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

No.  472.  Wanted:  Caretaker  for  the 
First  church,  Chicago,  111.  If  interested 
write:  David  Yeatter,  3435  W.  Van  Buren, 
Chicago  24,  111. 

No.  473.  For  sale:  Two  lots,  nine-room 
house  arranged  for  two  families.  Double 
garage  with  upstairs  workshop,  chicken 
house,  garden  with  strawberries  and  rasp- 
berries. Close  to  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
school  and  two  miles  from  Manchester 
College.  Write:  Mrs.  O.  E.  Michael,  Lib- 
erty Mills,  Ind. 

No.  474.  For  rent:  Rooms  and  apart- 
ments, y2  block  from  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, one-  to  three-room  apartments  with 
housekeeping  facilities,  also  sleeping 
rooms.  We  cater  to  middle  aged  and  eld- 
erly people.  Three  blocks  from  downtown 
circle.  Write  for  reservations  at  season 
rates.  Bowers  Apartments,  314  S.  Pine  St., 
Sebring,  Fla. 

No.  475.  Wanted:  High  school  boy  to 
help  with  chores  on  farm  and  attend 
school  this  winter,  also  to  help  next  sum- 
mer on  farm,  located  near  Greenville, 
Ohio.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  476.  Wanted:  Kitchen  help  for 
Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  immediately.  Write:  Brethren  Old 
Folks'   Home,   Fostoria,    Ohio. 

No.  477.  Wanted:  Mature,  single  woman 
to  keep  house  for  two.  Preparation  of 
meals  included,  no  laundry  work.  College 
community.  Salary  $80  per  month  and  liv- 
ing. Write:  President,  Shimer  College, 
Mount    Carroll,    111. 

No.  478.  Brethren  man  and  wife  want 
job  as  driver  of  car  to  Florida,  also  to 
drive  and  help  care  for  owner  while  there. 
Would  like  salary  and  expenses.  Experi- 
enced driver.  Write:  Brethren  Service 
Commission,   22  S.   State   St.,   Elgin,   111. 

No.  479.  Wanted:  Brethren  woman  to 
live  with  family  and  do  housework.  Wages. 
Three  adults  in  family  work  outside  of 
home.  Write:  Mrs.  Ruth  Cherry,  R.  5, 
Wabash,  Ind. 
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FEATURES 

•  Sixteen  pictures 

•  Sixty-four  pages 
of  helps  to  Bible 
study    •    Presentation  page    •    Plain  Arabic  numerals 

•  Marginal  titles    •    Size  7x41/2xl1/s  inches 

Regular  Editions 

S89 — Bound    in    flexible    leatheroid,    morocco    grain,    overlapping 

covers,  red  under  gold  edges,  gold  stamping,  boxed  $3.50 

S91 — Bound  in  genuine  leather,  morocco  grain,  flexible  overlap- 
ping covers,  superflex  fabricoid  linings,  red  under  gold  edges, 
gold  stamping,  boxed    $4.50 

Red-leiier  Editions 
S89RL — Same  as  S89  but  with  all  the  words  of  Christ  printed  in 

red    $3.75 

S91RL — Same  as  S91  but  with  all  the  words  of  Christ  printed  in 
red   $4.75 

Concordance  Edition — 
Family  Record 

CS91 — Genuine  leather,  morocco  grain,  flexible  overlapping 
covers,  superflex  fabricoid  linings,   red   under  gold  edges,   gold 

titles,   boxed    $5.00 

Red-letter  Edition 
CS91RL — Same  as  CS91  with  all  the  words  of  Christ  printed  in 
red    $5.25 

Bibles  for  Boys  and  Girls 

KING    JAMES    VERSION 

Small  compact  size  •  Large  boldface  type  •  Self-pro- 
nouncing *  16  full-page  illustrations  •  Helps  to  Bible 
study  •  Maps  •  Presentation  page 

Size  6>/4  x  4  x  XVs  inches 
18  >/2 — Bound  in  morocco  grain  leatheroid,  amazingly  like  leather 
in  appearance,  flexible  overlapping  covers,  gold  titles,  red  edges, 
headbands  and  ribbon  marker,  boxed  $2.75 


Zipper  Bibles 


1712CZ — Teacher's  reference  Bible  •  Blackface  Minion 
type  •  King  James  Version  •  Concordance  •  Presen- 
tation page  •  Family  Record  •  Biblical  information 
section  •  Atlas  and  maps  •  French  morocco  leather 
binding  •  Size,  5  3/16  x  7%  inches $6.25 

1812CRLZ — Teacher's  Bible  •  Bourgeois  type  •  Refer- 
ence •  Concordance  •  Red  letter  •  Presentation  page 
•  Family  record  •  Biblical  information  •  Atlas  and 
maps  •  Size,  5  9/16  x  77/s  inches  •  King  James  Ver- 
sion       $7.25 

1028 — Boldface,  type  •  Self -pronouncing  •  Aids  to 
Bible  study  •  Maps  •  Size,  4%x7ys  inches  •  Gen- 
uine leather  binding   $6.50 

1875XCZ— See  Bible  1875XCS,  on  this  page   ....$11.50 
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BIBLES    AND 


188 — Bound    same     as     I8V2    but    with    red    under    gold    edges, 

boxed    $3.25 

189 — Bound  in  genuine  leather,  real  morocco  grain,  flexible  over- 
lapping covers,  grained  linings,  gold  titles,  red  under  gold  edges, 
headbands  and  ribbon  markers,  boxed   $4.25 


HOLMAN    INDIA    PAPER 

Reference  Bible  With  Concordance 

Complete  column  references  •  Section  of  white  linen 
paper  leaves  for  writing  notes  •  Flat  opening  •  Broad 
open-faced  type  •  Extra  large  print  •  Self -pronounc- 
ing   •    Size  53/4x8  inches    •    Only  1  inch  in  thickness 

1875XCS — Durable,  flexible  morocco  binding,  overlapping  covers 
with  indestructible  linings,  carmine  under  pure  gold  edges,  titles 
in  gold   $10.50 


American  Standard  Version 

REFERENCE    BIBLE 

References     •     12    colored   maps     •     25   outline   maps 
Minion  Blackface   Type.    Size   4%  x  7   inches 

152— Genuine    leather,    morocco    grain,    overlapping    covers,    red 
under  gold  edges   $6.00 

Printed  on  India  Paper.    Only  %  inch  thick.    Silk  sewed 
152X — Genuine   leather,   morocco   grain,    overlapping   covers,   red 

under  gold  edges  $9.00 

154X — Genuine    morocco,    overlapping    covers,    red    under    gold 
edges,  leather  lined  $13.50 

Bourgeois  Type.    Size  5%  x  8Vs  inches 

172 — Genuine    leather,    morocco    grain,    overlapping    covers,    red 

under  gold  edges $6.50 

Printed  on  India  paper.  Only  %  inch  thick.    Silk  sewed 
172X— Genuine   leather,   morocco   grain,    overlapping   covers,   red 

under  gold  edges   $10.00 

174X — Genuine    morocco,    overlapping    covers,    red    under    gold 
edges,  leather  lined $15.00 


Collins  Teacher's  Bible 

Boldface   Brevier  type    •    Pronouncing    •    References 

•  Maps   •   Family  Register  Dictionary    •    Concordance 

•  Helps    •    Size.  73/4x5V4xl  inches 

S300— Leather  Binding.    Gold  edges,   flexible   overlapping  covers, 

headbands  and  marker   $5.00 

S300RL— Same  as  S300  but  with  words  of  Christ  in  red  $5.25 


American  Standard 
Teacher's  Bible 

Center  Column  References 
Bible  Dictionary 
with  Illustrations 

Concordance 

25  Outline  Maps 

12  Colored  Maps 

Bourgeois   Type.    Size    5%  x  Ws" 

2172 — Genuine  leather,  morocco  grain, 
overlapping  covers,  red  under  gold 
edges    $7.50 

Printed  on  India  paper.  Only  1  1/16  inch 

thick.    Silk  sewed 
2172X — Genuine  leather,  morocco  grain, 
overlapping     covers,     red     under     gold 

edges    $12.50 

2174X — Genuine    morocco,    overlapping    covers,    red    under    gold 
edges,  leather  lined  $17.50 
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American  Standard  Version 
Teacher's  Bible 

References  •  Concordance  combined  with  a  subject- 
index  and  pronouncing  dictionary  •  Full-page  colored 
maps    •    Size  of  page  5%  x8Vb  inches 

735 — Durable  leatheroid,  overlapping  covers,  red  edges,  13  colored 

maps    S4.25 

745 — Durable  leatheroid,  morocco  grain,  overlapping  covers,  red 
under  gold  edges,  12  colored  maps  $5.25 

Red-Letter  Edition 

Encyclopedic  Teachers' 
Bible 

•  Marginal  references  •  Comparative 
concordance  •  4.000  questions  and  an- 
swers •  New  Bible  study  course  •  Il- 
lustrated Bible  dictionary  •  Maps  in 
colors  •  Large  type  •  Size  8x6x1% 
inches 

8312RL — Seal  grain  genuine  leather,  overlapping 
covers,  divinity  circuit,  red  under  gold  edges, 
headbands  and  marker  $8.00 

Pocket  Size 

King  James  Version 
Reference  Bibles 

50,000  center  column  references  •  Ul- 
trathin  India  paper  edition  •  Maps 
•    Onyx  type 

Size  67/8X45/8X7/16  inches 
0239X — Genuine  morocco,  fine  grain,  half  cir- 
cuit,  leather   lined   to   edge,   red   under   gold 

edges,  with  12  maps    $11.00 

0237X — Cowhide  leather  binding,  half  circuit, 

red  under  gold  edges   $7.00 

0287X— Same  as  0237X  but  with  concordance, 
dictionary  of  Scripture,  proper  names  and 
subject  index    $8.00 

Size  6%  x  45/8x9/16  inches 
0289X— This  Bible  is  the  same  as  No.   0239X. 
In  addition  to  references  it  contains  Subject 
Index,  Concordance  and  a  Dictionary  of  Scrip- 
ture  Proper   Names.     Black    $12.00 

Available  in  blue,   brown   or   maroon — $12.50 


Large-type  Bibles 

•  Bold  type  for  comfortable  reading    •    75.000  refer- 
ences •  Maps  •  Daily  Bible  reading  •  Family  record 

•  Pronouncing  text    •    Size  SV2x8lA  inches 

REFERENCE    EDITIONS 

Printed  on  Bible  paper — only  lYa  inch  thick 

2600 — Cloth,  rounded  corners,  red  edges,  boxed    $4.00 

2601 — Leatheroid  binding,  flexible  covers,  not  overlapping,  rounded 
corners,  gilt  edges,  boxed  $5.50 

Printed  on  superthin  India  paper — only  %  inch  thick 
A2694 — Genuine  morocco  leather,  leather  lining,  flexible,  overlap- 
ping covers,   round   corners,   gold   titles,   red   under   gold   edges, 
headbands  and  silk  marker,  silk  sewn,  boxed $17.00 

CONCORDANCE    EDITION 

Printed  on  Bible  paper — only  IV4  inch  thick 
4690 — French   morocco   leather,    fine    grain,    flexible    overlapping 
covers,  gold  titles,  red  under  gold  edges,  headbands  and  ribbon 

marker,  dictionary  and  concordance,  boxed   Si 0.00 

A4690 — Longprimer  concordance  edition  printed   on  India   paper. 
Bound  in  leather  $14.00 


Vest-pocket  Testament 

KING    JAMES    VERSION 

Size  2%  x  41/4  inches 

Red-letter  Jewel  Testaments 

With  all  the  words  of  our  Lord  printed  in  red 

3RLP — Durotex  limp   binding,   gold   edges  with   words   of   Christ 

printed  in  red,  and  Book  of  Psalms  $1.55 

13RL — French  morocco,  flexible  limp,  gold  side  title  on  red  panel, 

gold   edges    $1.85 

15RLP — French  morocco,   overlapping   covers,   gold   titles   on   red 

panel,  red  gold  edges,  with  Book  of  Psalms  included $2.00 

18RLP— Same  as  15RLP.    With  button  flap  binding  $2.40 

AMERICAN    STANDARD    VERSION 

NONPAREIL  TYPE— EMPHASIZED 

With  the  words  of  Christ  in  boldface  type.   Proper  names  marked 

for  pronunciation 

Size  23/4  x  45/8  inches 

302 — Leatheroid,  limp  style,  amber  edges  $1.35 

332 — Genuine  leather,  limp  style,  red  under  gold  edges $2.00 

332P — Testament  with  Psalms.   Same  binding  as  332 $2.25 

334 — Genuine  leather,  overlapping  covers,  red  under  gold  edges 

$2.25 

334P — Testament  with  Psalms.   Same  binding  as  334 $2.50 


Oxford  New  Testament  and  Psalms 

Extraihin    India   paper   edition  •  Only    V*   inch    thick 

•    Size  3%  x  2s/8  inches    •    King  James 

Ideal  for  vest-pocket  use  or  for  carrying  in  a  lady's  purse 

0131X — French  morocco,  divinity  circuit,  round  corners,  red  under 

gold  edges   $2.50 

0134X — French   morocco,   divinity   circuit,   leather   lined   to    edge, 

round  corners,  red  under  gold  edges   $3.25 

0139X — Morocco,  fine  grain,  half  circuit,  leather  lined  to  edge, 
round  corners,  red  under  gold  edges.  Black,  $4.00;  blue  or  brown, 
$4.50 


Modern  Speech  Translations 
The  American  Translation 

The  Old  Testament  is  by  a  group  of  scholars  headed 
by  J.  M.  P.  Smith;  the  New  Testament,  by  Edgar  J. 
Goodspeed. 

The  Bible:    An  American  Translation,  J.  M.  P.  Smith  and  Edgar 
J.  Goodspeed;  popular  edition,  red  or  black  cloth  binding  .$3.00 

Regular  edition,  black  cloth  binding   $6.00 

Black  leather,  gold-stamped,  boxed  $8.00 

The  Complete  Bible,  with  Apocrypha,  cloth  binding   $4.50 

The  New  Testament,  Goodspeed  only,  popular  edition $1.25 

Gift  edition   $3.50 

Parallel  edition  (King  James  and  Goodspeed  translations)  .$3.00 


James  Moffatt's  Translation 
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Bible — size  4%  x  7Vi  inches 

B.l— Cloth,  ink  stamped   $3.75 

B.2 — Genuine  leather,  limp,  gold  stamped 

$7.00 

B.4 — Same  as  B.2,  thin  India  paper  .  .$8.50 
B.8 — Genuine  morocco   $12.50 

New  Testament — size  31/2  x  5  inches 
T.O — Heavy  paper,   round  corners,  tinted 

edges    75c 

T.l — Cloth,    flexible,    round   corners,    gilt 

edges  $1.25 

T.3 — Limp    leather,    round    corners,    gilt 

edges   $3.50 

T.ll — Pocket    edition,    thin    paper,    size 
43/8  x  6>2  inches,  cloth  $1.75 

Parallel  New  Testament 
Moffatt's  and  King  James  side  by  side.    Ideal   for   comparison. 
Cloth   $2.00 
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MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS    .    .    . 


Name 


R.   D.   or  St. 
P.    O 


P.   O Zone State. 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


REVISED  STANDARD  VERSION 
NEW  TESTAMENTS 


No.  605 — Genuine  leather,  morocco 
grain,  overlapping  covers, 
red  under  gold  edges   3.00 

No.  608 — White  leatheroid,  (washable), 
limp  binding,  gold  edges, 
confirmation  certificate 2.75 

No.  609 — White  leatheroid,  (washable), 
limp  binding,  gold  edges, 
marriage  certificate   2.75 

INDIA  PAPER  EDITION- 
ONLY  5/16"  THICK 

No.  690X — Leatheroid,  limp  style,  red 

under  gold  edges $  3.00 

No.  691X — Genuine       leather,       limp 

style,  red  under  gold  edges    3.75 

No.  692X — Genuine  leather,  overlap- 
ping covers,  red  under  gold 
edges 4.25 

No.  693X — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  limp  style,  red  under 
gold  edges   7.50 

No.  694X — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  overlapping  covers, 
red  under  gold  edges 8.50 

No.  698X — White     leatheroid,     (wash- 
,  able),      limp      style,      gold 

edges,  presentation  page  . .     3.50 


Large  Size-5"  x7!4" 

PRINTED  ON  BOOK  PAPER 

No.  800 — Blue    cloth,    boards,    colored 

jacket    $ .  2.00 

No.  700 — Blue  paper  cover,   cut  flush     1.00 

No.  600 — Black     flexible     leatherette, 

cut   flush    1.25 

PRINTED   ON   FINE   BIBLE   PAPER 

No.  850 — Leatheroid,    morocco    grain, 

boards,  red  edges 3.00 

No.  853 — Genuine  leather,  morocco 
grain,  limp,  red  under  gold 
edges    5.00 

No.  854 — Genuine  leather,  morocco 
grain,  overlapping  covers, 
red  under  gold  edges   6.00 

No.  860 — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  limp,  red  under  gold 
edges    10.00 

No.  864 — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  overlapping  covers, 
red  under  gold  edges   10.00 

No.  857 — White  leatheroid,  (wash- 
able), limp  style,  gold  edges, 
presentation  page   4.50 

No.  858 — White  leatheroid,  same  as 
857,  but  with  overlapping 
covers    5.00 

No.  854Z — Genuine  leather,  same  as 
854,  but  with  easy-working 
metal  zipper  8.00 

No.  864Z — Genuine  morocco,  same  as 
864,  but  with  easy-working 
metal    zipper     12.00 

No.  873 — Red  genuine  morocco,  leath- 
er lined,  limp,  red  under 
gold  edges,  gold  frame    ....   15.00 
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No.  874 — Same  as  873  with  overlap- 
ping  covers    15.00 

No.  875 — Blue  genuine  morocco,  leath- 
er lined,  overlapping  covers, 
gold  edges,  gold  frame    15.00 


Vest  Pocket  Size-2%"x  4%" 

POCKET  EDITION— ONLY  W  THICK 

No.  601 — Flexible    leatherette,    square 

corners,  cut  flush   $     .50 

No.  611 — Blue    cloth,    boards,    colored 

jacket    1.00 

No.  602 — Leatheroid,    morocco    grain, 

limp,  amber  edges 1.50 

No.  603 — Genuine     leather,     morocco 

grain,  limp,  amber  edges   . .     2.00 

No.  604 — Genuine  leather,  morocco 
grain,  limp,  red  under  gold 
edges    2.50 


Pocket  S\ze-AVz"  x6Va" 

Printed  on  a  fine  quality  of  India  paper 
that  makes  possible  a  Testament  only 
five-sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick.  This 
Testament  is  designed  for  daily  use,  in 
pocket  size,  with  an  extremely  clear  pro- 
nouncing type,  in  a  variety  of  beautiful 
bindings.    Weighs  only  seven  ounces. 

INDIA  PAPER— ONLY  5/16"  THICK 

No.  990X — Leatheroid,  limp  style,  red 

under  gold  edges $  4.00 

No.  991X — Genuine       leather,       limp 

style,  red  under  gold  edges    5.00 

No.  993X — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  limp  style,  red  under 
gold  edges    9.00 

No.  994X — Genuine  morocco,  leather 
lined,  overlapping  covers, 
red  under  gold  edges 10.00 

No.  998X — White  leatheroid,  (wash- 
able), limp  style,  gold 
edges,  presentation  page  . .     5.00 


17 And  they  clothed  him  in  a  purple  cloak, 
and  plaiting  a  crown  of  thorns  they  put 
it  on  him.  "And  they  began  to  salute  him, 
"Hail,  King  of  the  Jews!"  19And  they 
struck  his  head  with  a  reed,  and  spat 
upon  him,  and  they  knelt  down  in  homage 

Sample  of  type  in  vest-pocket  edition 


battalion.  "  And  they  clothed  him  in  a  purple  cloak,  and 
plaiting  a  crown  of  thorns  they  put  it  on  him.  And  they 
began  to  salute  him,  "Hail,  King  of  the  Jews!"  "  And  they 
struck  his  head  with  a  reed,  and  spat  upon  him,  and  they 
knelt  down  in  homage  to  him.  20  And  when  they  had 
mocked  him,  they  stripped  him  of  the  purple  cloak,  and 

Sample  of  type  in  pocket-size  edition 
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Philip  Gendreau 


YEARS    OF   PLENTY 

ONE  cannot  glance  at  the  giant  elevators  filled  with  grain  or  watch  the  freight 
cars  laden  with  food  without  realizing  that  we  live  in  the  years  of  abundance. 
In  ancient  Egypt  a  young  Hebrew  interpreted  a  king's  dream  and  taught  that  nation 
a  lesson— not  to  waste  their  abundance  but  to  prepare  for  the  lean  years  yet  to  come. 
His  foresight  brought  him  not  only  prominence  but  a  chance  to  forgive  his  brothers 
and  save   his  people  from  famine. 

When  we  fail  to  use  our  abundance  wisely,  we  encounter  vast  problems  that 
upset  our  economy,  the  problems  of  unwanted  surpluses,  of  difficulties  in  storing  the 
perishable  fruits  of  God's  earth.  There  is  another  way  of  using  our  abundance,  and 
its  outlines  are  etched  by  the  faces  of  hunger  in  lands  where  war  and  famine  have 
taken  their  toll.  Can  we  share  without  regard  to  a  hungry  man's  politics?  Can  we 
graciously  feed  a  hungry  enemy  in  wartime?  These  are  Christian  ways  of  expressing 
pur   gratitude    and   of   discovering    the    abundant   life   of   which    our   Master   spoke. 
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Why  We  Fail  to  Advance 

I  wonder  how  many  are  im- 
pressed the  way  I  am  with  the 
church.  We  have  a  splendid  organi- 
zation, a  great  program  of  advance 
and  the  education  and  the  money, 
but  we  do  not  seem  to  have  the 
power  to  advance.  We  are  deep  in 
missions,  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
deep  in  relief,  deep  in  the  good 
things  of  life  and  service.  Neverthe- 
less, we  did  not  advance  in  numbers 
the  last  year. 

What  do  we  lack?  One  told  me, 
"We  are  not  spiritual.  We  have  the 
form  but  deny  the  power  of  God." 
Our  pastors  are  the  equals  of  those 
of  any  other  communion,  I  dare  say. 
We  get  all  the  prodding  we  need 
and  then  some,  from  our  central 
office.  And  surely  we  all  wish  to 
go  forward.  If  we  are  not  spiritual, 
why  is  it? 

May  I  suggest  a  few  reasons?  We 
work  hard,  whether  at  Conference 
or  at  home.  But  even  in  Conference 
we  prayed  little,  too  little.  I  once 
saw  8,000  Moslems  praying,  bowing 
and  rising  up,  as  they  do,  and  it 
took  fifteen  minutes.  What  a  sight 
it  was  to  move  one!  How  much 
better  if  5,000  of  us  spent  fifteen 
minutes  a  day  while  at  Conference 
in  simple,  earnest  prayer,  doing  it 
in  Jesus'  name. 

Do  we  lack  spiritual  power?  Let 
us  confess  it  and  pray  for  this  Spirit 
of  power  to  evangelize  the  world, 
as  Jesus  said  we  should  (Acts  1:8). 

Then  we  should  accept  God's 
challenge  in  Mai.  3:  10  to  "bring 
the  whole  tithe  into  the  storehouse 
.  .  .  and  prove  me  now  herewith 
if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows 
of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  bless- 
ing, that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it."  If  only  the 
Brotherhood  were  to  prove  God  in 
this  way,  I  believe  he  would  respond 
with  showers — showers  of  blessing 
such  as  we  never  experienced — and 
as  a  church  we  would  move  forward 
like  a  mighty  army  and  bubble 
over  with  joy  and  peace. 

As  we  are,  we  get  tense  over 
whether  to  unite  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  or  over  problems  like 
the  transfer  of  membership  and  the 
basis  of  membership  when  if  we 
prayed  as  we  ought  and  depended 
wholly  on  the  divine  Spirit  for  serv- 
ice and  guidance,  and  enjoyed  the 
life  that  follows  giving  the  tithe 
and  offerings,  we  might  make  no 
more    rules,    and    might    trust    the 


Brethren  to  be  Spirit-led  into  all 
truth  everywhere.  For  we  and  they 
have  the  Word  of  God  to  go  by. 
— I.  S.  Long,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

America  First 

Our  nation  was  born  into  a  world 
of  monarchies  where  freedom  was 
only  a  word  and  not  a  principle 
upon  which  government  was  found- 
ed. In  Europe  where  religion  was 
dictated  the  dissenters  were  often 
thrown  into  prison  and  their  prop- 
erty was  confiscated.  Most  early 
immigrants,  in  addition  to  the  hope 
of  a  better  economic  future,  cher- 
ished some  deep  religious  convic- 
tions that  they  hoped  to  practice  in 
the  new  world,  without  restraint  or 
interference.  The  founders  of  our 
nation  were  industrious,  hardy,  God- 
fearing people,  with  whom  personal 
freedom  was  a  hobby. 

Today  the  nation  they  founded 
has  reached  the  pinnacle  of  power 
and  influence  in  a  distracted  world. 
She  is  now  first  in  material  things; 
we  hope  she  will  become  first  in 
ideals,  character  and  things  of  the 
spirit;  first  not  in  displaying  her 
strength  but  in  extending  a  helping 
hand  and  becoming  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan of  the  world;  first  not  in 
reproach  and  disdain  of  other  races 
but  in  understanding  and  sympathy, 
requisites  of  love;  first  not  by  fol- 
lowing the  pathway  of  war,  but  in 
pointing  out  the  Christian  way  and 
plan  for  peace,  when  nations  will 
live  together  as  brethren. 

Some  day  some  nation  must  pio 
neer  in  the  pathway  of  peace  or 
civilization  will  perish.  That  honor 
I  covet  for  our  beloved  America.  In 
the  leadership  of  the  attributes 
named  here  for  a  better  world,  we 
all  can  unite  in  a  fervent  prayer 
for  America  first. — Frank  E.  Hess, 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Glorified  Enemy 

Two  Brethren  pastors  have  writ 
ten  to  the  editor  calling  attention  to 
the  article,  The  Glorified  Enemy 
(G.M.,  Sept.  16)  and  expressing  their 
fear  lest  it  give  a  mistaken  impres- 
sion of  the  way  German  high  school 
students  have  been  generally  ac 
cepted  in  Brethren  communities.  Al- 
most every  report  received  from 
sponsors  of  the  German  students  has 
been  enthusiastic.  For  additional  re 
ports  of  German  student  activities 
see  pages  18  and  19  in  this  issue.  A 
feature  article  on  page  6  describes  a 
similar  program  of  sending  farm 
youth  to  Germany. — Ed. 
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Churches  everywhere 
are  filled,  and  families 
and  individuals  are 
turning  to  the  church 
in  unprecedented  ways 


Edward  Krusen  Ziegler* 


EVANGELISM 


the  Star  of  Hope 


ABOUT  the  only  good  news 
there  is  in  our  time  conies 
from  the  churches.  We  are 
approaching  Christmas  again — 
the  season  of  good  news.  The 
glad  tidings — good  news — which 
shall  be  for  all  people,  came 
at  Christmas,  the  news  that  God 
had  visited  his  people,  left  here 
his  Son  as  a  tiny  baby  who  would 
grow  up  to  save  his  people  from 
their  sins. 

For  fourteen  months,  the 
churches  of  America  have  been 
engaged  in  a  united  evangelistic 
advance,  to  win  people  to  Christ 
in  unprecedented  numbers,  by 
every  winsome  way.  This  organ- 
ized, united  movement  will  come 
to  a  climax — but  not  end — on  De- 
cember 31.  We  Brethren  have 
been   in  it — nominally — but  we 


•Pastor  of  the   Bridgewater   church,   Vir- 


ginia,    and     member 
Brotherhood  Board. 


of     the     General 


have  not  made  much  significant 
gain  or  contribution. 

Now  we  may  take  stock  and 
rejoice  that  so  many  have  been 
won,  even  though  we  have  not 
do'ne  our  share  in  winning  them. 

Dr.  Jesse  Bader,  secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Evangelism  of 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches, 
points  out  in  his  most  recent  re- 
port that  at  the  end  of  1949,  the 
total  church  membership  in  U. 
S.  was  81,862,328,  or  54.2%  of  the 
entire  population.  The  gain  in 
one  year  was  2,426,723  members, 
about  3%,  which  is  double  the 
gain  in  total  population.  During 
the  year  there  was  an  increase  of 
6,592  local  churches,  of  which  207 
were  Roman  Catholic.  Thirty 
years  ago  only  39.6%  of  the  pop- 
ulation were  on  church  rolls. 
From  1929  to  1949,  the  years  of 
depression,  disillusion,  war  and 
the  atom  bomb,  the  number  of 


church  members  rose  from  fifty 
million  to  nearly  eighty-two 
million. 

Of  course  some  of  them  are 
not  good  members.  But  churches 
everywhere  are  filled;  ministers 
who  are  qualified  are  over- 
crowded with  work  in  counseling 
and  witnessing;  families  and  in- 
dividuals are  turning  to  the 
church  in  unprecedented  ways. 
Indeed,  there  is  every  evidence 
that  we  are  in  the  early  stages  of 
one  of  the  greatest  religious  re- 
vivals in  history. 

The  university  Christian  mis- 
sions reached  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  students  with  the 
Christian  gospel;  visitation  cam- 
paigns won  many  thousands  for 
Christ;  the  national  Christian 
teaching  missions  have  reached 
more  than  five  million  people.  In 
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one  great  city  after  another,  a 
consecrated  young  apostle  of 
Christ,  Billy  Graham,  has  been 
reaching  incredibly  vast  crowds 
of  people  who  throng  his  meet- 
ings, and  many  thousands  are 
being  brought  to  Christ  and  the 
church  through  his  ministry. 
Christmas  Evangelism 

Our  churches  may  do  several 
significant  things  between  now 
and  January  1  to  witness  to  and 
to  share  the  Christian  life. 

Participate  in  the  visitation 
evangelism  campaigns.  All  over 
America,  in  thousands  of  com- 
munities, December  3-7  will  be 
a  week  of  simultaneous  visita- 
tion evangelism.  If  it  is  not  hap- 
pening as  a  united  effort  in  your 
community,  do  it  on  your  own! 
Let  every  home  where  Christ  is 
not  known  and  followed,  be 
visited  by  some  one  from  your 
church,  to  present  Christ  and  his 
gospel,  to  win  these  families  to 
him  and  to  fellowship  in  the 
church  in  that  week. 

A  Christian  observance  of 
Christmas.  Could  there  be  any 
time  when  the  good  news  is  eas- 
ier to  talk  about?  Christmas, 
however,  has  been  so  commer- 
cialized that  its  true  meaning  is 
obscured.  Let  the  churches  lead 
in  planning  for  a  presentation  of 
the  gospel  which  is  rich,  joyous, 
persuasive,  through  the  Christ- 
mas worship  services  and  pro- 
grams, through  the  radio,  the  use 
and  display  of  Christmas  sym- 
bols which  are  truly  Christian, 
and  finally  through  sending  only 
such  Christmas  greetings  as  have 
a  definitely  Christian  witness 
and  message. 

Our  ministry  of  sharing  at 
Christmas  time  may  be  a  power- 
ful  witness   to   Christ's   love. 

Ring  the  church  bells  and 
chimes.  Let  every  community 
arrange  that  church  bells  and 
tower  chimes  be  rung  as  a  Chris- 
tian testimony  every  Saturday 
evening  for  fifteen  minutes,  up 
to  New  Year,  as  a  reminder  to 
the  whole  people  of  the  Lord's 
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Day  on  the  morrow.  The  young 
people  might  take  on  this  proj- 
ect. 

Prayer  groups.  Let  there  be 
in  every  congregation  at  least 
one  group  which  meets  weekly, 
at  least,  for  united  prayer.  Re- 
vivals are  born  in  prayer.  Let 
these  groups  pray  for  spiritual 
awakening. 

Mid-century  Jubilee  Sunday. 
December  31  will  be  Mid-cen- 
tury Jubilee  Sunday.  It  is  the 
last  day  of  1950,  and  of  the  first 
half  of  the  20th  century.  Let  it 
be  a  day  of  evangelism  and  of 
complete  reconsecration.  It  may 
be  a  day  of  joyful  celebration  of 
all  that  God  has  done  in  and 
through  American  churches  in 
the  past  fifteen  months  in  evan- 
gelism. 

Let  the  evening  of  this  day  be 


spent  in  a  great  service  of  conse- 
cration, fellowship,  rejoicing  and 
a  high  experience  of  worship, 
culminating  in  a  vigil  of  prayer. 
In  this  vigil,  let  all  congregations 
who  can  do  so,  plan  for  twelve 
hours  of  prayer  beginning  at  six 
on  Sunday  evening.  For  the  first 
six  hours,  there  may  be  a  prayer 
room  in  the  church.  The  second 
six  hours  may  be  observed  there, 
or  in  the  homes.  In  these  days 
of  tension  and  fear  and  promise, 
who  can  measure  the  potential 
power  of  such  united  prayer? 

Let  this  Christmas  season  be  a 
time  of  universal  and  unprece- 
dented sharing — sharing  not  only 
of  gifts  which  are  material,  but 
the  greatest  gift  of  all,  peace  on 
earth,  goodwill  to  men,  through 
the  united  witness  of  the  church 
to  Christ. 


Luoma  from  Monkmeyer 

Prayer  has  unmeasured  potential  power  in  these  days  of  tension, 

fear  and  promise 


EDITORIAL 


Thoughts  for  an 
Armistice  Day 

THE  Evangelical  Church  in 
Germany  has  declared  its 
opposition  to  the  rearming 
of  Germany  in  either  the  Eastern 
or  Western  Zones.  The  declara- 
tion asserts  that  it  expresses  the 
conviction  of  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  German  people. 
They  request  the  occupying 
powers  "not  to  burden  our  con- 
science once  again  with  the  de- 
sire for  military  service,  but  to 
seize  every  opportunity  of  co- 
operating in  the  pursuit  and 
maintenance  of  peace." 

Our  former  enemies  in  Ger- 
many do  not  want  to  be  rearmed. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  the  Jap- 
anese people  wrote  into  their 
constitution  a  clear-cut  renunci- 
ation of  "war  as  a  sovereign  right 
of  the  nation,  and  the  threat 
or  use  of  force  as  means  of 
settling  international  disputes." 
But  now  it  is  the  U.S.  that  is 
seeking  a  treaty  with  Japan  that 
will  open  the  way  for  Japanese 
rearmament. 

We  seek  to  rearm  our  former 
enemies  in  order  to  protect  our- 
selves against  a  former  ally.  Yet 
on  this  November  Armistice  Day 
we  celebrate  the  end  of  a  war  to 
make  the  world  safe  for  democ- 
racy. Our  V-J  and  V-E  days 
celebrate  the  end  of  another  war 
to  preserve  freedom,  but  a  large 
portion  of  the  liberated  world 
knows  little  freedom — and  we 
have  sacrificed  many  freedoms 
at  home. 

In  contrast  to  the  world's  vi- 
cious circle  of  fighting  evil  with 
evil  stands  the  Christian  way  of 
overcoming  evil  with  good.  Je- 
sus asked  his  critics,  "Can  Satan 
cast  out  Satan?"  He  cast  out  de- 
mons by  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
by  the  finger  of  God.  He  broke 
the  vicious  circle.  When  face  to 
face  with  evil,  he  refused  to  use 
any  way  less  than  the  way  of 


love.  So  evil  put  him  on  the 
cross.  But  there,  unarmed,  he 
broke  the  power  of  evil. 

There  is  a  way  for  Christians, 
a  way  for  the  church,  a  way  for 
America,  a  way  for  the  world — 
the  way  of  an  eternal  armistice, 
the  way  of  redemptive  love.  To 
the  world  it  appears  too  drastic 
a  remedy,  too  dangerous  a  pre- 
scription for  peace.  But  we  have 
seen  where  the  world's  way  has 
led  us.  When  will  the  Christian 
church  break  with  the  world's 
way  and  take  the  way  of  our 
Lord? 

Television 

OCTOBER  will  be  remem- 
bered in  our  town  as  the 
month  when  television 
aerials  sprouted  on  roof  tops  al- 
most as  fast  as  leaves  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  neighbors  who  did 
not  already  have  television 
rushed  their  orders  before  the 
government  imposed  its  tax  on 
November  1.  And  yet,  before  all 
the  down  payments  were  made, 
color  television  was  announced 
as  the  coming  thing  for  those 
who  would  bring  the  entertain- 
ment world  into  their  living 
rooms. 

•  But  many  Christian  families  in 
our  town  have  been  slow  to  jump 
on  the  television  bandwagon.  In 
most  cases  we  just  can't  afford 
it — unless  we  allow  more  im- 
portant things  to  suffer — and 
while  our  bank  balances  detain 
us,  we  can  consider  some  of  the 
arguments  we  hear  pro  and  con 
about  TV.  Let's  listen  to  the  pos- 
itive side  first: 

1.  Families  with  television  in 
their  homes  spend  more  time  at 
home.  In  many  cases  the  pro- 
grams they  select  are  better  than 
outside  entertainment. 

2.  Parents  can  supervise  what 
their  children  see  if  they  have  a 
set  of  their  own.  It  is  difficult  to 
control  what  they  see  next  door. 


3.  Aged  and  invalided  people 
can  keep  in  touch  with  a  larger 
world.  Crippled  or  handicapped 
children  especially  benefit  by 
having  access  to  television  sets. 

4.  Through  television  the  av- 
erage American  can  share  more 
fully  in  world  affairs,  watching 
UN  sessions,  for  example. 

5.  There  is  an  increasing  num- 
ber of  good  educational  and  cul- 
tural programs,  a  few  good 
religious  programs. 

6.  Television  provides  rainy- 
day  entertainment  for  children. 
After  the  novelty  wears  off,  they 
do  not  let  it  keep  them  from 
normal  active  pursuits. 

You  can  add  many  other  argu- 
ments to  these  but  there  is  an- 
other side.  Listen  to  a  few 
negative  points: 

1.  Television  interferes  with 
many  family  activities,  particu- 
larly at  mealtime.  (Imagine  say- 
ing grace  in  the  midst  of  Super 
Circus.)  It  turns  the  living  room 
into  a  playroom. 

2.  There  are  too  many  excit- 
ing, scary  and  violent  programs. 
Wrestling,  for  example,  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  sports  to  be 
televised.  The  vaudeville  type  of 
show  appears  frequently. 

3.  Because  television  produc- 
tions are  costly,  wealthy  liquor, 
beer  and  tobacco  interests  are 
regular  sponsors.  Their  commer- 
cials make  vivid  impressions  on 
a  family  audience. 

4.  Television  encourages  the 
spectator  approach  to  modern 
life.  Watching  becomes  a  sub- 
stitute for  reading,  thinking  and 
independent  action. 

5.  Public  school  teachers  re- 
port that  children  are  often 
sleepy  and  dull  after  evenings 
of  watching  TV.  There  is  dan- 
ger of  eyestrain. 

6.  Cost  is  a  factor  not  only  in 
the  initial  purchase  but  in  up- 
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Farmers 

From 
America 


Trudy  Kriegsmann* 

Photos  courtesy  of  the   Schmedemann  family 


In  the  picture  at  the  top  are  shown,  left 
to  right  (seated  at  the  table).  Dean  Allen, 
Elaine  Serfass  and  Ivan  Schmedemann, 
4-H  Club  exchange  fanners  in  Germany 
Below:  Baron  Von  Thumb,  Ivan  Schmede- 
mann and  Herr  Munz  are  examining  sugar 
beets.  Ivan  lived  for  a  time  in  the  home 
of  Karl  Mueller,  whose  son  Ernst  is  with 
the  J.  A.  Wise  family  of  Iowa  this  winter 


THE  American  people  are 
sending  a  novel  type  of  am- 
bassador to  Germany.  This 
ambassador  is  young,  an  under- 
graduate in  an  American  college 
or  university,  generally  an  agri- 
cultural institution.  He  has  no 
diplomatic  passport  or  letters  of 
state.  He  is  unschooled  in  formal 
diplomacy,  unlettered  in  proto- 
col. If,  however,  the  mission  of 
an  ambassador  is  to  keep  his 
country  in  favor  abroad,  then 
these  boys  and  girls  are  fast  be- 
coming America's  most  success- 
ful ambassadors  to  foreign 
shores. 


•Staff    Writer, 
OLC  Hesse 


Public    Relations    Branch, 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


They  are  members  of  4-H 
clubs.  They  were  carefully  cho- 
sen from  thousands  of  applicants, 
sent  to  Europe  by  the  National 
4-H  Federation  of  America  in 
what  has  been  termed  the  Inter- 
national farm  youth  exchange 
program.  Their  trips  are  made 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

These  cow-college  consuls  de- 
scended on  Europe  as  soon  as 
school  was  out  at  the  end  of  May. 
Forty-three  of  them  are  current- 
ly living  on  European  farms, 
working  for  their  board,  and  per- 
forming all  the  tasks  and  chores 
of  a  European  farm  boy  and  girl. 
Three  of  them  are  now  in  Ger- 
many, where  they  have  lived  on 


Hessian  farms  for  one  month. 
From  Hesse,  they  tried  their 
green-thumbs  in  Wuerttemberg- 
Baden  and  then  were  slated  for 
Bavaria.  They  are  youngsters; 
aged  nineteen,  twenty  and 
twenty-one,  full  of  American  en- 
thusiasm, full  of  American 
friendliness.  So  far,  they  have 
more  than  won  the  respect,  ad- 
miration and  love  of  their  Hes- 
sian "families." 


0 


ver  in  a  sleepy  country  village 
called  Klein  Eichen  in  the  north 
Hessian  hills,  Ivan  W.  Schmede- 
mann was  found  eating  a  home- 
spun lunch  of  soup,  potatoes, 
spinach,  salad  and  black  bread 
with  Karl  Mueller  and  his  fam- 
ily  and    refugee    boarder.    The 


younger  Mueller  son,  nineteen- 
year-old  Ernst,  has  just  left  for 
the  United  States  on  a  Brethren 
Service  Commission  teen-age  ex- 
change project.  Ivan  was  living 
in  Ernst's  old  room. 

Ivan  is  a  well-set-up  twenty- 
year-old  of  Junction  City,  Kan- 
sas. A  junior  at  Kansas  State 
College,  majoring  in  agricultural 
education,  he  is  representing  the 
4-H  clubs  of  Kansas.  Ivan,  a  real 
farm  son,  who  hails  from  a  530- 
acre  diversified  farm,  has  been 
well-trained  in  organizational 
activities.  Former  4-H  Club 
president,  he  has  received  coun- 
ty, state  and  national  recogni- 
tion for  his  activities  in  health 
work.  He  knows  where  he  is  go- 
ing and  what  he  wants  to  do 
when  he  has  finished  college. 

Before  taking  over  his  father's 
farm,  which  is  mainly  devoted  to 
wheat,  corn  and  alfalfa,  he  wants 
to  teach,  since  "the  best  way  to 
learn  is  by  teaching  others." 
After  he  has  had  his  teaching 
experience,  he  wants  to  devote 
more  acreage  on  the  family  farm 
to  raising  beef  cattle. 

This  personable,  bright  young 
American  farmer — and  he  is  an 
experienced  farmer  despite  his 
youth — came  to  Germany  to 
learn:  to  learn  other  peoples, 
other  methods,  other  cultures. 
Yet,  because  he  is  an  American, 
he  is  also  teaching.  He  was  ac- 
cepted completely  by  the  Muel- 
ler family,  and  old  Karl,  an 
experienced  farmer  himself, 
found  Ivan  an  excellent,  willing 
worker.  Impressed  with  Ivan's 
education,  knowledge  and  intel- 
ligence, Herr  Mueller  was  most 
impressed  by  the  American's 
willingness  to  chip  in  with  all 
farm  chores. 

Ivan,  on  his  part,  was  most 
impressed  with  the  thriftiness  of 
the  German  farmer  and  his  abil- 
ity to  make  use  of  every  square 
inch  of  soil.  He  stated  that  the 
American  farmer  works  just  as 
hard  as  the  German,  but  is  more 
efficient  with  his  time,  probably 
because  his  fields  are  not  as  scat- 
tered^ as  the  German's. 


Elaine  C.  Serfass,  nineteen- 
year-old  junior  at  Gettysburg 
college,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  is  most 
impressed  by  the  lack  of  me- 
chanical farm  equipment  in  Ger- 
many. A  4-H  member  for  the 
past  eight  years,  Elaine  has  com- 
pleted projects  in  home  econom- 
ics and  agriculture.  The  only 
member  of  the  trio  who  talks 
German  well,  she  comes  from  a 
small  vegetable  farm  in  Palmer- 
ton,  Pa. 

Elaine  completely  charmed 
the  Stumpf  family  of  Harbach. 
Her  best  friend  there  was  the 


Stumpf  daughter,  twenty-one- 
year-old  Anna,  with  whom  she 
split  chores.  Both  girls  expressed 
mutual  admiration  and  respect 
for  each  other's  homemaking 
ability,  cooking  and  diligence, 
and  taught  each  other  their  own 
little  tricks.  One  of  the  things 
Elaine  was  learning  from  Anna 
was  how  to  milk  a  cow,  while 
Anna  learned  sanitary  home  eco- 
nomic methods  from  Elaine. 

An  ebullient,  attractive  co-ed, 
Elaine  became  the  center  of  a 
new  social  life  in  Harbach.  Not 
only    did    young    swains    come 


Elaine  Serfass  in  the 

home  of  a  German 

family 


Elaine    in    the    hotel 

patio  at  Berchtesgar- 

den,  Germany 


Photos   courtesy   of 
Barbara   Serfass 
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calling,  but  also  the  elderly- 
members  of  the  community,  in 
order  to  hear  tales  of  America 
and  her  rural  population.  One 
difference  noted  by  Elaine,  from 
these  evening  conferences,  was 
that  the  German  family  is  a  more 
compact  unit  than  the  American 
farm  family,  where  the  family 
will  expand,  acquire  more  land, 
and  eventually  build  new  homes. 
Elaine  has  found  that  in  Ger- 
many the  land  is  rarely  in- 
creased, and  the  family  remains 
together  in  one  home.  Basic  en- 
tertainment on  the  German  farm, 
Elaine  said,  is  within  the  home 
and  in  family  outings.  The  Amer- 
ican farmers  on  the  other  hand, 
she  stated,  have  more  personal 
entertainment  facilities. 
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ean  C.  Allen,  a  senior  at  Mich- 
igan State  College,  where  he  is 
majoring  in  horticulture,  comes 
from  a  160-acre  fruit  and  dairy 
farm  near  Grand  Rapids,  Michi- 
gan. A  veteran  4-H'er,  he  is  past 
president,    of    the    county    4-H 


Leaders  Club,  past  president  of 
the  State  Service  Club,  4-H  rep- 
resentative to  the  Agricultural 
Council  and  winner  of  seven  cash 
awards  for  4-H  projects. 

He  spent  his  month  in  Hesse 
with  the  Desch  family  of  Lau- 
bach.  Like  his  colleagues,  he 
was  accepted  by  the  Desches  al- 
most as  a  member  of  the  family. 
He  has  noted  the  same  things  re- 
corded by  Ivan  and  Elaine,  and 
reached  about  the  same  conclu- 
sions. 

His  "family"  has  also  reached 
the  same  conclusions  reached  by 
the  Mueller  and  Stumpf  families, 
that  American  farm  youngsters 
are  sincere,  friendly,  intelligent 
and  diligent  young  people  who 
also  are  excellent  farmers  and 
homemakers.  The  4-H  motto,  "to 
make  the  best  better,"  and  the 
1,000,000  membership  in  the  4-H 
clubs  have  impressed  the  Ger- 
mans. 

The  democratic  selection  of  ap- 
plicants for  the  international 
farm  youth  exchange  program, 


and  the  fact  that  the  youngsters 
are  sent  abroad  by  popular  sub- 
scription have  made  a  great 
impact  on  the  German  farm  fam- 
ilies. Incidentally,  the  candi- 
date's home  state  raises  $900,  to 
be  used  for  a  two-way  exchange, 
of  which  his  home  county  con- 
tributes $150.  They  are  official 
representatives  of  their  home 
states. 

They  were  sent  over  to  learn, 
but  at  the  same  time  these  cow- 
college  consuls  are  spreading 
Americana  wherever  they  go, 
not  as  trained  missionaries  or 
propagandists,  but  in  the  best 
and  cleanest  way  yet  discovered, 
by  being  natural,  friendly,  intel- 
ligent American  youngsters. 
They  believe  in  America,  and 
they  believe  in  the  four  H's — 
head,  heart,  hand  and  health. 
Wherever  they  go,  they  are  leav- 
ing an  indelible  impression  and 
a  little  more  respect  and  love  for 
the  United  States  and  its  people. 

Reprinted  from  Information  Bulletin,  pub- 
lished  by   the    Office   of   the   U.    S.    High 
Commissioner  for  Germany 


Gut  Oblicjatiens  tc  Out  Pastote 


A  MINISTER  friend  of  mine 
recently  confessed  that  he 
was  disturbed  at  the 
thought  of  growing  old.  He  said, 
"Where  will  I  be  when  the  field 
is  full  .of  young  ministers?  It 
looks  as  if  I  had  better  decide  to 
settle  down  on  a  small  farm 
somewhere." 

I  do  not  know  this  man  inti- 
mately but  I  know  that  he  is  giv- 
ing of  his  time,  money  and  talents 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He 
and  his  family  work  together  in 
a  fine  way  for  the  Lord's  cause. 
But  his  statement  has  caused  me 
to  ask  whether  we  Brethren  are 
letting  down  some  of  the  finest 
servants  in  our  church. 

When  we  hire  a  splendid  new 
minister,  one  of  the  first  ques- 
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George  D.  Weybright 

Syracuse,    Indiana 

tions  the  laymen  ask  is,  "What 
does  he  cost?"  That  is  a  fair 
question  for  each  to  ask  but  at  no 
time  during  his  ministry  is  he 
permitted  such  free  access  to  our 
personal  financial  matters.  He  is 
expected  to  proceed  unhampered 
in  leading  the  church  to  a  great 
spiritual  victory  and  unity  with 
our  Lord.  He  must  realize  his 
great  spiritual  duties  to  his  par- 
ish (but  never  spend  too  much 
time  pondering  how  he  will  meet 
his  financial  obligations  with  the 
standard  of  living  we  have  given 
him).  He  is  expected  to  repre- 
sent the  ideal  in  dress  to  attend 
all  meetings  where  his  members 
may  be,  to  fight  all  the  evils  in 
the  area  of  his  congregation.  We 


think  he  should  visit  in  each 
home  frequently,  regardless  of 
how  distant  or  whether  the 
members  in  that  home  have 
graced  the  church  doors  in  the 
last  several  years. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  minis- 
ters could  serve  far  better  if  they 
could  have  the  same  economic 
assurance  as  others  in  the  profes- 
sions and  in  business,  their  ex- 
penses plus  a  salary  sufficient  to 
rear  a  family  under  existing  liv- 
ing standards. 

Perhaps  the  way  to  get  at  this 
problem  would  be  for  us  to  lay 
our  plans  on  the  table  just  as  we 
expect  the  minister  to  do.  Let  us 
take  a  survey  of  the  average  net 
income  of  each  home  in  the  con- 
gregation. With  this  as  a  basis 
let  us  give  the  pastor  a  salary 
and       living       accommodations 


above  the  average  of  the  mem- 
bership if  we  expect  him  to  do 
above  average  work.  This  may- 
seem  a  materialistic  approach  but 
it  is  a  very  hard,  materialistic 
world  in  which  the  pastor  must 
pay  his  bills. 

If  we  are  fair  with  our  minis- 
ters, they  repay  us  many  times 
and  so  often  we  start  out  with 
high  sounding  promises;  then  our 
enthusiasm  wanes,  while  all  the 
time  we  expect  him  to  keep  his 
end  of  the  agreement  and  to 
maintain  the  high  spiritual  val- 
ues which  will  keep  up  the  mor- 
ale of  the  congregation.  Is  it  too 
much  to  expect  Brethren  people 
to  live  up  to  their  spiritual  obli- 
gations to  their  minister?  I 
think  not.  When  a  small  band  of 
devoted  followers  set  their 
hearts  to  serve  the  Lord,  many 
are  the  insurmountable  moun- 
tains they  can  move. 

"To  the  Brim" 

Chester  Shuler 

Huntingdon,   Pennsylvania 

WHEN  Jesus  performed 
the  miracle  of  turning 
the  water  into  wine  at 
the  wedding  in  Cana  (John  2: 
1-11),  we  are  told  that  the  ser- 
vants of  the  household  filled  the 
waterpots  "to  the  brim"  with 
water.  They  not  only  obeyed 
Jesus'  command  promptly;  they 
did  their  work  well. 

Not  all  servants  would  have 
done  as  these  did.  Some  would 
have  said,  or  thought,  "What 
nonsense!"  and  made  the  water- 
pots  only  half  full.  But  these 
servants  must  have  been  very 
conscientious,  or  else  they  ex- 
pected that  Jesus  would  perform 
a  miracle. 

If  it  was  the  latter,  then  they 
wanted  all  the  miracle  possible. 
They  did  not  want  any  halfway 
results.  And  the  Spirit  has 
taken  pains  to  record  for  us  this 
fact,  that  they  filled  the  pots  to 
the  brim. 

Perhaps  we  all  know  a  few 
"brimful"  Christians.  They  are 
a  joy  to  be  around.  They  bubble 


over  with  that  inner  joy  which 
the  Spirit  alone  can  give.  They 
do  not  keep  it  to  themselves 
alone.  They  share  it  with  others. 
They  rejoice  because  of  God's 
mercies  and  goodness.  They 
cause  others  to  rejoice  also,  and 
to  be  thankful  for  his  love  and 
providence.  What  a  refreshing 
contrast   such  folks   are   to  the 


half-full  Christians  .  .  .  with 
their  small  reservoirs  of  faith 
and  hope  and  love! 

Shall  we  not  remember  these 
unnamed  servants  of  Jesus  in 
the  long  ago,  who  did  their  work 
so  well  and  thoroughly  that  they 
have  been  recorded  in  God's 
Book?  Perhaps  their  example 
will  help  some  of  us  today. 


The  Arch  of  Titus  at  Rome,  Italy;  the  Colosseum  can  be  seen  at  the  right 


REVELATION 


Paul   C.    Burkett 

Franklin,  Ohio 


Show  me  the  dust  of  ages  past; 
Give  me  the  bits  that  stood  the  blast; 
Show  me  the  things  that  made  them  fast — 
And  then  we'll  search  for  God. 

Show  me  the  book  of  former  years; 
Give  me  the  cause  for  strong  men's  tears; 
Show  me  the  folly  of  their  fears — 
And  then  we'll  search  for  God. 

Show  me  the  atom,  its  minute  parts; 
Tell  me  the  secret  of  all  great  arts; 
Show  me  the  good  in  all  men's  hearts — 
And  then  I'll  show  you — God! 

The  author,  now  a  high  school  senior,  wrote  this  poem  last  year  for  an  English 
assignment.    It  has  appeared  in  the  local,  regional  and  national  high  school  anthologies. 
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Sharing 
Food 

to 
Build 

Peace 


Thurl  Metzger 

Midwest  Representative  for 
Heifer  Project  Committee 


THE  sons  of  Adam  and  Eve 
believed  that  if  they  wished 
to  continue  to  enjoy  security 
and  prosperity,  they  should 
make  regular  sacrifices  of  some 
of  the  goods  which  were  pro- 
duced by  their  labor.  This  belief 
continued  through  following 
generations  until  it  was  incorpo- 
rated into  the  religion  of  their 
descendants.  Furthermore,  reli- 
gious instruction  stipulated  that 
these  gifts  should  be  the  best 
that  could  be  produced  and  that 
they  should  be  given  generously 
and  willingly.  No  questions  of 
how  or  why  were  asked:  God  re- 
quired it,  and  to  disobey  meant 
punishment  to  their  families  and 
their  nation. 

It  would  be  easy  for  a  scien- 
tific and  an  enlightened  gener- 
ation to  discredit  this  religious 


Walter  Hering 

The  produce  of  our  labor  should  be  shared — an  expression  of  gratitude 

to  the  Giver  of  all 
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concept  as  the  superstition  of  an 
ancient  people  were  it  not  that 
the  evidence  of  history  does  not 
support  this  judgment.  True, 
there  seems  little  point  in 
slaughtering  the  finest  of  live- 
stock and  burning  them  along 
with  the  best  of  the  grain  on  an 
altar,  but  it  is  also  true  that  any 
society  or  nation  that  hoards  its 
produce  unto  itself  while  there  is 
want  is  running  a  great  risk. 
Jesus  was  certainly  explicit 
when  he  said  that  one  cannot 
save  his  soul  by  building  bigger 
barns;  and  societies  or  nations 
that  have  defied  this  admonition 
have  regularly  fallen. 

Slowly  it  has  occurred  to  the 
Christian  Church  that  the  pro- 
duce of  our  labor  is  not  to  be 


destroyed  by  fire,  but  shared. 
What  may  have  seemed  like  su- 
perstition in  an  ancient  people 
is  now  seen  in  a  new  conception, 
but  back  of  it,  is  the  same  im- 
pelling force;  namely,  that  if  we 
want  to  continue  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  God  and  the  fruits  of 
His  universe,  they  must  be 
shared.  On  the  positive  side,  if 
these  acts  of  sharing  are 
prompted  by  love  and  religious 
concern,  the  whole  society  is  re- 
vitalized. 

Roger  Babson,  as  truly  as  any 
prophet  of  old,  has  warned  that 
America  must  quit  living  the  life 
of  Riley  behind  high  tariff  walls 
if  she  expects  to  retain  a  position 
of  influence  in  the  world.  Even 
the  political  leaders  are  begin- 


ning  to  see  the  danger  of  trying 
to  maintain  a  high  standard  of 
living  while  much  of  the  world  is 
in  want,  and  it  now  seems  poli- 
tically prudent  to  suggest  pub- 
licly that  these  privileges  cannot 
be  protected  indefinitely  by 
force,  but  they  must  be  shared. 
So  there  are  proposals  to  distrib- 
ute our  surpluses  of  food  to 
hunger  stricken  regions  and  to 
spend  huge  sums  of  money  to  de- 
velop underprivileged  areas. 

The  Brethren  should  derive 
some  satisfaction  out  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  pioneered  in  this 
approach  to  the  problem  of 
maintaining  the  peace.  The 
amount  of  our  giving  has  been 
small  compared  to  the  volume  of 
goods  at  the  disposal  of  the  gov- 
ernment, but  there  is  a  vital  dif- 
ference in  that  the  Brethren 
with  fellow  Christians  have 
given  out  of  a  sense  of  love.  Like 
the  Hebrews  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment history  who  contributed 
their  most  perfect  animals  to  be 
sacrificed,  it  is  our  purpose  to 
carry  out  the  will  of  God. 

One  of  the  factors  deciding 
whether  there  is  to  be  peace  or 
chaos  is  food.  If  it  is  shared,  it 
will  build  health  and  make 
friends.  If  it  is  hoarded,  it  will 
make  enemies.  Imagine  your 
own  family,  sick  and  undernour- 
ished while  your  neighbor  lives 
the  life  of  a  glutton,  and  draw 
your  own  conclusions  as  to 
whether  you  will  love  him  as 
yourself.  One  of  the  most  dim- 
cult  questions  asked  me  while 
living  in  a  country  that  had  been 
ravaged  by  war  was,  "Is  it  true 
that  the  Americans  are  destroy- 
ing food?"  Of  course,  the  infor- 
mation had  been  given  to  these 
people  with  deliberate  exagger- 
ation, but  that  did  not  subtract 
from  the  stinging  force  of  this 
query  or  from  my  embarrass- 
ment because  I  could  not  answer 
it  as  I  would  have  liked. 

There  is  considerable  concern 
now  lest  we  fail  to  follow  the 
light  that  has  come  to  us.  It 
seems  a  little  strange  to  recall 
that  a  few  years  ago  our  church 


was  under  suspicion  because  we 
were  negative,  and  now  we  are 
invited  to  places  of  leadership 
because  we  are  positive.  We 
ought  to  feel  the  urgency  of 
these  times  and  the  opportunity 
which  is  ours  to  demonstrate  the 
will  of  God  in  the  use  of  our 
possessions. 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren 

The  following  appears  each  week 
on  the  back  oj  the  church  bulletin  of 
the  Stone  church,  Huntingdon,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  Messenger  has  pub- 
lished a  number  of  such  summations 
of  Brethren  history  and  doctrines. 
We  would  appreciate  receiving  still 
others. 

THIS  body  of  Christians  orig- 
inated in  1708  at  Schwarze- 
nau,  Germany,  in  the  beau- 
tiful valley  of  the  Eder  and  was 
an  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic 
movement  which  followed  the 
Reformation.  Following  severe 
persecution  the  pioneers  of  the 
church  migrated  to  German- 
town,  Pa.,  in  1719,  where  they 
made  their  influence  felt  in  the 
colonial  life  of  America.  Alexan- 
der Mack  and  the  seven  who  fol- 
lowed him  had  as  their  central 
purpose  the  re-establishing  of 
the  apostolic  church.  The  found- 
ing fathers  rejected  all  man- 
made  creeds  and  accepted  the 
New  Testaments — and  its  Christ 
— as  their  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice. 

Because  of  its  careful  regard 
for  the  teachings  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren observes  the  following  rites: 
baptism  of  penitent  believers 
by  trine  immersion  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins;  the  threefold 
communion  service  (feet-wash- 
ing, love  feast  or  fellowship 
meal,  the  bread  and  the  cup) ;  the 
anointing  with  oil  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  for  the  forgiveness  of 
sins  and  healing  of  the  body. 

For  at  least  240  years  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
taught  the  following  ideals:  (1) 
peace  (opposition  to  war  and 
the  advancement  of  a  way  of 
life  that  reconciles) ,  (2)  temper- 


ance, (3)  the  simple  life,  (4) 
brotherhood,  (5)  religion  as  life 
or  the  necessity  of  translating 
faith  into  deeds  and  actions. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is 
thoroughly  evangelical  and  ac- 
cepts the  following  fundamentals 
which  are  in  the  main  stream 
of  the  Christian  faith:  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Bible,  the  virgin 
birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin- 
pardoning  value  of  his  atone- 
ment, his  bodily  resurrection 
from  the  tomb,  ascension  and 
personal  and  visible  return,  the 
personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  resurrection  of  the  just 
and  unjust. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren! 
has  1,021  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  with  a  total 
membership  of  184,500.  It  main- 
tains active  missionary  work  at 
home,  in  India,  China,  Africa  and 
South  America.  At  the  present 
time  under  the  direction  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission,  it 
is  carrying  on  a  world-wide  pro- 
gram of  relief  and  rehabilitation 
in  the  Master's  name. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  a  graduate  school  of  theology 
in  Chicago  and  six  colleges;  its 
publishing  house  and  central  of- 
fices are  located  in  Elgin,  Illinois. 

This  church  was  organized  for 
fellowship  in  the  worship  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  proclaim 
his  message  of  hope  and  salva- 
tion, to  minister  in  mutual  help- 
fulness in  the  joys  and  sorrows, 
the  labors  and  aspirations  of  our 
hearts  and  homes,  for  the  re- 
generation of  men  and  the  saving 
of  society.  We  welcome  you  to 
all  our  services  and  invite  you 
to  share  in  all  the  ministries  of 
this  church. 


Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy 

goodness; 
And  thy  paths  drop  fatness. 
The    pastures    are    clothed    with 

flocks; 
The    valleys    also    are    covered 

over  with  corn; 
They  shout  for  joy,  they  also  sing. 
— Psa.  65:  11.  13. 
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"My  Gup.  Runneth  Oveb" 


SINCE  I  came  to  Elizabeth- 
town  from  Austria,  I  have 
gained  tranquility  and 
peace.  Here  the  German  names, 
traditions  and  ways  of  worship 
made  me  feel  at  home  immedi- 
ately. Here  I  discovered  myself 
by  surrendering  my  limited 
forces  to  religious  work.  I  grew 
inwardly  by  sharing  my  experi- 
ences with  others.  Here  in  this 
college  community  Negro,  Jew- 
ish, Armenian,  German,  French, 
Italian,  South  American  students 
are  all  brethren  in  Christ.  All 
the  work  I  had  begun  in  Vienna 
I  could  continue  here. 

Here  I  have  my  wife  and  my 
only  child  constantly  with  me. 
Dick  does  not  know  yet  very 
much  about  my  past  life  but  he 
gains  glimpses  into  it  every  now 
and  then.  Through  him  the 
heavy  load  of  life  become"s  a 
pleasing  obligation.  Since  he  has 
been  speaking  English,  I  realize 
the  sweetness  of  its  sounds.  It 
has  grown  to  be  my  second 
mother  tongue.  And  should  I 
not  be  grateful  for  my  wife  who 
was  faithful  in  the  days  of  great 
distress?  Our  common  interests 
in  the  Bible  and  classic  master- 
pieces   of   poetry   have   built   a 


F.  C.  Neumann 

Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 

bridge  between  two  persons  who 
originally  were  separated  by  a 
different  language,  different 
habits   and  traditions. 

Elizabethtown  College  is  lo- 
cated in  lovely  seclusion 
between  Lancaster  and  Harris- 
burg.  It  is  far  from  subways, 
elevated  trains  and  equally  far 
from  congresses,  conventions  and 
other  circuses  of  our  civilization. 
It  is  far  from  any  false  compe- 
tition and  unsound  ambition. 
Here  everybody  is  allowed  to 
live  a  godly  life  according  to 
his  own  fashion.  Here  my  teach- 
ing becomes  a  sacred  experience 
because  the  Lord  enables  me  to 
fill  the  matter  of  mere  book 
knowledge  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Here  I  learn  that  kind  of  pray- 
ing that  brings  complete  libera- 
tion from  the  cares  of  this  life 
and  absolute  union  with  God.  I 
feel  alone  sometimes  but  never 
lonely.  The  more  deeply  I  dig 
into  my  heart,  the  more  I  rejoice 
in  discovering  the  still  increas- 
ing treasures  of  the  Lord. 

Here  I  realize  the  power  of 
common    ideals    in    a    religious 


community.  Our  hymns  and  ser- 
mons, the  chapel  talks  in  church 
and  college  lift  up  my  mind  to  a 
spiritual  universe  that  has  been 
created  according  to  a  divine 
plan.  In  this  college  I  distinctly 
recognize  my  position  and  re- 
sponsibility assigned  to  me  as  an 
individual  within  the  universal 
whole.  We  live  in  order  to  per- 
fect ourselves  through  our 
search  for  an  eternal  truth.  In 
the  divine  universe  nothing  can 
be  lost  but  much  can  be  gained 
in  our  search  for  perfection. 
Continuously  we  are  exchanging 
our  temporary  belongings  for  a 
kind  of  gold  that  within  and  be- 
yond our  earthly  borders  keeps 
its  rate  of  exchange. 

I  fear  God,  but  nothing  else  in 
this  life.  I  have  seen  the  flashing 
ray  of  death  in  multiple  form. 
I  saw  it  in  the  roaring  of  can- 
nons, the  rattle  of  machine  guns, 
the  bombs  of  airplanes,  as  well  as 
in  the  countless  outbursts  of  Nazi 
rage.  Formerly  I  was  afraid  of 
death  because  I  had  no  vision  of 
immortality.  Today  I  know  that 
the  dead  are  still  living  with  us. 
Today  I  can  embrace  death  with 
perfect  calmness  although  life 
seems  to  be  sweeter  now  than 
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We  Thank  Thee! 

Blanche   C.   Wolfkill 

Hagerstown,  Maryland 

We  thank  thee,  God,  for  beauty: 
In  lowly  flowers,  in  stately  trees. 
In  skies  of  blue,  in  clouds  and  seas. 
In  butterflies  and  birds  and  bees. 
We  thank  thee,  God,  for  beauty. 

We  thank  thee,  God,  for  love: 
The  love   of  parents.   Nature's   best. 
The  love  of  friends  who  stand  life's  test. 
The  love  of  Christ  to  God  confessed. 
We  thank  thee,  God,  for  love. 

We  thank  thee,  God,  for  Christ. 
Our  strength  and  help  in  time  of  need. 
Our  guiding  light  in  word  and  deed. 
The  spirit  manna  on  which  we  feed. 
We    thank   thee,    God,   for   Christ. 


ever  before.  In  facing  death 
continuously  and  in  taking  it  as 
my  inescapable  companion,  I 
learned  how  to  appreciate  fully 
the  tremendous  value  of  every 
fleeting  moment  in  this  short  life. 
The  faithful  do  not  need  to  be 
afraid.  They  conquer  the  world. 
When  death  shall  knock  at  my 
door,  I  can  truly  say,  "I  have 
been  expecting  you  all  the  time; 
I  am  ready.  I  have  known  life 
fully  in  its  heights  and  depths." 
I  shall  leave  behind  me  all  my 
manuscripts,  the  labor  of  many 
days  and  nights,  without  any 
grief,  for  I  have  already  received 


the  kingly  reward  in  the  writing, 
feeling  the  divine  pleasure  of 
creativeness.  Only  he  who  cre- 
ates enjoys  full  happiness  of 
life. 

To  what  higher  goal  can  I  lead 
my  students  than  to  the  humble 
recognition  of  a  love  that  pene- 
trates the  whole  cosmos?  How 
else  can  I  draw  them  away  from 
the  pernicious  standardization  to 
which  they  are  exposed  but 
through  my  relentless  pointing 
to  God  and  prayer?  In  prayer 
the  strong  as  well  as  the  weak 
have  a  way  of  finding  and  spir- 
itualizing     themselves.       From 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

Into  our  home  has  come  a  menial- 
ly retarded  little  girl  whom  the 
doctors  say  is  a  Mongolian.  They 
say  there  is  little  hope  that  my  baby 
will  reach  the  mental  age  of  six 
years. 

We  have  two  choices:  a  state  hos- 
pital or  love  at  home.  If  we  give 
up  hope  and  stop  praying  for  recov- 
ery all  chances  are  gone.  Are  all 
things  really  possible  through  faith 
in  God? 

What  does  the  church  teach  in 
regard  to  birth  control?  I  am  very 
much  afraid  to  have  any  more  chil- 
dren. Was  it  God's  will  my  baby 
should  be  born  Mongolian? 

A  Very  Worried  Mother. 
Dear  Friend: 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  you  have 
suffered  much  in  the  coming  of  this 
baby  that  is  so  afflicted.  I  wish  I 
could  give  you  hope  regarding  her. 

If  the  diagnosis  of  Mongolian  is 
correct,  and  physicians  do  not  usual- 
ly make  a  mistake  on  this,  then  it 
is  kindest  for  you  to  know  certain 
facts.  The  defect  dates  back  to 
about  the  second  month  of  preg- 
nancy and  no  one  knows  as  yet 
what  is  the  cause.  The  child  does 
not  have  a  nervous  system  that  will 
be  capable  of  schooling.  The  life 
expectancy  is  short  because  the 
body  is  usually  not  resistant  to 
disease.  The  child  is  likely  to  be 
pleasant  but  there  is  no  improve- 
ment in  ability  possible.  We  should 
not  expect  God  to  improve  the  men- 
tal  ability   of  such   a   child   due   to 


prayer  any  more  than  we  expect 
God  to  make  a  hand  grow  on  an  arm 
when  a  child  is  born  without  it. 
God  just  does  not  seem  to  do  things 
like  that. 

The  child  will  likely  be  capable 
of  training  in  habits  of  cleanliness 
and  orderliness  and  maybe  in  doing 
simple  tasks. 

You  ask  about  hospitals.  Our 
church  has  none  for  caring  for  such 
children.  The  cost  in  a  private  home 
or  church  hospital  would  be  high. 
The  real  choice  is  between  home 
care  and  a  state  institution.  Through 
the  years  such  a  child  presents  a 
growing  problem  for  parents.  The 
saddest  part  is  the  effect  on  normal 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  handi- 
capped in  their  relationship  with 
other  children  by  the  presence  of 
such  a  brother  or  sister. 

Should  you  have  other  children? 
The  question  is  difficult  to  answer. 
Present  evidence  seems  to  point 
toward  more  Mongolian  births  after 
mother  is  thirty-five.  If  you  are 
thirty-five  or  older  you  should  con- 
sider carefully.  Many  families  have 
normal  children  after  the  birth  of 
a  Mongolian.  There  is  probably  no 
more  risk  now  than  when  you 
started. 

The  Brethren  have  no  official 
teaching  on  contraception  for  the 
planned  spacing  of  children.  Many 
Brethren  doctors  certainly  provide 
this  counsel. 

If  you  have  further  question  I 
should  be  glad  to  try  to  answer. 
Your    Counselor. 


prayer  flows  a  tremendous  gain. 
Through  prayer  also  the  con- 
fused and  divided  personality 
can  find  his  way  back  to  the  one 
harmonious  whole.  In  prayer 
the  most  humiliated  creature 
can  find  dignity  again.  From 
prayer  emanates  self-confidence, 
poise,  security  and  a  feeling  of 
universal  belonging. 

I  am  grateful  that  I  belong  to 
those  happy  millions  who,  after 
having  been  driven  out  of  their 
homeland,  have  succeeded  with 
God's  eternal  grace  in  securing 
peace  of  mind.  Even  if  "Amer- 
ica, the  beautiful,"  is  not  the  land 
of  my  fathers,  it  is  the  land  of  my 
son,  who,  as  a  native  American, 
without  feeling  the  blows  that 
intolerance  has  inflicted  on  his 
father,  will  from  the  very  be- 
ginning live  and  labor  for  this 
country. 


Television 

Continued  from  page  5 

keep  and  service.  Sometimes 
more  basic  needs  of  Christian 
families  are  neglected  for  the 
sake  of  entertainment. 

Again  there  are  innumerable 
arguments  you  might  add  to 
these.  Like  many  other  of  the 
developments  of  our  "appliance" 
age,  television  offers  great  possi- 
bilities, either  for  good  or  evil. 
Christians,  especially  concerned 
parents,  cannot  afford  to  ignore 
its  impact  on  modern  life.  We 
may  rule  it  out  of  our  homes,  but 
our  children  will  rub  shoulders 
with  other  children  who  have  a 
steady  diet  of  shows  on  the  TV 
screen.  We  must  all  of  us,  there- 
fore, work  for  better  produc- 
tions, for  strict  supervision  of 
programs,  for  guidance  in  choos- 
ing the  best.  In  some  cases  we 
can  support  telecasts  of  church 
activity  and  worship  programs. 
And  we  must  create  in  our 
homes  an  active  family  spirit 
which  is  stronger  than  the  world 
around  us  because  we  keep  Je- 
sus Christ  always  at  the  center. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed :  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,   Elgin,   111. 
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God's  Plan  for  Spiritual  Depth 


IN  THE  thrilling  story  of  the 
early  days  of  the  Christian 
church  we  find  the  divine 
plan  for  deepening  the  spiritual 
life  and  advancing  the  kingdom 
of  God.  Jesus  had  met  the  dis- 
ciples on  the  Mount  of  Olives 
and  had  given  them  their  com- 
mission, "Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  .  .  .  and  I  am 
with  you,"  in  the  person  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  furnish  the  re- 
sources for  the  going.  Then  he 
was  lifted  into  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  out  of  their  sight,  leav- 
ing them  alone. 

Can  you  imagine  the  conster- 
nation of  the  disciples  as  they 
watched  him  disappear?  In  order 
that  they  should  not  be  left  in 
doubt  or  confusion  an  angel 
asked,  "Why  stand  ye  gazing  up 
into  heaven?  this  same  Jesus, 
which  is  taken  up  from  you  into 
heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like 
manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go 
into  heaven."  Their  task  now  was 
not  to  sit  gazing  into  space, 
dreaming  of  the  great  experi- 
ences of  the  past,  but  to  go  back 
to  Jerusalem  and  prepare  for  the 
tremendous  work  for  which  God 
had  ordained  them. 

They  returned  to  the  city;  they 
spent  ten  days  in  waiting,  in 
prayer,  in  meditation  and  in 
planning.  Then  came  Pentecost 
with  its  undreamed-of  spiritual 
power.  Although  Peter  led  in 
the  preaching,  the  others  bore 
testimony  to  his  words  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  brought  conviction 
upon  thousands  of  souls  who  ac- 
cepted the  gospel  and  were  born 
into  the  kingdom. 

But  Peter's  plain  preaching 
and  the  healing  of  the  lame  man 
brought  persecution.  Peter  and 
John  were  arrested  and  com- 
manded not  to  speak  in  the  name 
of  Jesus.  Now  the  disciples  faced 
a  crisis,  but  notice  how  they  met 
it,   for  this  brings  us  to  God's 
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Charles  L.  Cox 

Claysburg,    Pennsylvania 

plan  for  spiritual  advance. 
"When  they  had  prayed,  the 
place  was  shaken  .  .  .  ;  and  they 
were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  they  spake  the  word 
of  God  with  boldness"  (Acts  4: 
31). 

The  divine  method  of  spiritual 
advance  was  by  way  of  prayer. 
Knowing  their  limitations  and 
their  need  of  guidance  and  pow- 
er, the  early  Christians  never 
acted  without  first  going  to  the 
throne  of  grace.  Today  when 
troubles  come  and  we  are  faced 
with  a  crisis  and  we  are  at  our 
wits  end,  we  do  not  say  prayers, 
we  pray.  If  somehow  God  could 
lay  it  on  our  hearts  that  today 
the  church  is  facing  a  real  crisis, 
there  would  be  more  praying  and 
less  saying  of  prayers,  greater 
zeal  and  less  criticism,  more 
thought  of  others  and  less  of  self, 
as  our  wills  become  fused  in 
God's  will  and  our  selfishness  is 
lost  in  his  great  purposes.  Our 
churches  may  be  failing  today 
to  meet  the  needs  of  a  sinning, 
suffering  and  dying  world  and 
our  efforts  toward  peace  may 
have  been  ineffective  because, 
while  we  have  organized,  we 
have  not  agonized. 

The  early  Christians  were 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  be- 
cause they  were  emptied  of 
hatred,  malice  and  many  of  the 
sordid  things  that  mar  our  lives. 
They  had  one  great  central  de- 
sire and  ambition  and  that  was 
to  magnify  the  Lord  and  bring 
salvation  to  lost  souls.  Their 
lives  were  cleansed  but  not  left 
vacant.  They  asked  God  to  abide 
with  them. 

This  brings  us  to  the  final  step 
in  spiritual  advance — to  speak 
the  Word  of  God  with  boldness. 
Prayer  and  filling  of  the  Spirit 
must  be  followed  with  a  great 
testimony.    Our  message  is  the 


same  as  that  of  those  who  "ceased 
not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ."  Jesus  said,  "Go,  make 
all  the  world  a  school  where 
shall  be  taught  the  principles  of 
peace,  love,  gentleness,  humility, 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  is  the 
greatest  philosophy  of  life  the 
world  has  ever  known."  Because 
the  church  in  these  last  years  has 
failed  in  a  large  measure  to  go, 
another  voice  is  saying,  "Go," 
but  not  with  the  gospel  of  love 
but  rather  with  weapons  of  hate 
— the  rifle,  the  grenade,  the 
atomic  bomb— in  order  to  crip- 
ple, to  destroy  and  to  annihilate. 

Why  is  there  sin,  strife  and 
suffering  in  the  world  today? 
We  find  the  answer  in  the  words 
of  the  Master  on  Mt.  Olivet,  "O 
Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how  oft 
would  I  have  gathered  you  .  .  . 
but  ye  would  not."  Today  the 
same  voice  is  saying,  "O  New 
York,  Berlin,  Rome,  Tokyo,  how 
I  would  gather  you  with  the 
strong  cords  of  love  and  shower 
upon  you  all  the  riches  of  heaven 
and  grant  unto  you  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  Almighty  but  ye 
will  not." 

If  there  is  to  be  any  decided 
advance,  it  must  be  according  to 
the  divine  pattern.  We  must  pray 
and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  then  go  out  in  the  same 
spirit  of  love  to  win  souls  for 
the  kingdom  of  our  God. 

COMING  NEXT  WEEK 

Home  Missions  in  a  New  World, 
by  Norman  J.  Baugher. 

To  Make  Thanksgiving  Christian, 
by  Harold  Z.  Bomberger. 

Co-operation  in  Evangelism  and 
Home  Missions,  by  Charles  E. 
Zunkel. 

You  Are  Rich,  by  J.  G.  Meyer. 

"Hallowed  Be  Thy  Name."  by 
Edward  E.  Lyons. 

First   Impressions  of  Austria, 
a    report   from    W.    W.    Peters, 
(on  the  Brethren  Service  pages). 


A  Story  and  Its  Meaning       Reviews  Qf  ReCent  Books 


Florence  C.  Hebel 

Liverpool,  Pennsylvania 

RECENTLY  I  heard  this 
story  over  the  radio: 
A  Sunday  school  re- 
cently asked  the  men  of  its 
group  to  visit  the  homes  of  the 
boys  who  attended  Sunday 
school  but  whose  parents  did  not 
come  either  to  Sunday  school  or 
church. 

Two  of  the  men,  embarrassed 
to  go  into  the  home  of  a  stranger 
but  wanting  to  do  their  duty, 
made  such  a  call  one  evening. 
The  father  was  not  home.  The 
mother  asked  them  to  be  seated 
and  to  excuse  her  while  she  put 
the  baby  to  bed.  Meanwhile, 
the  boy,  a  regular  attendant  at 
Sunday  school,  was  left  to  enter- 
tain them  until  she  came  back. 

He  proceeded  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  in  the  usual 
custom  of  the  house  when  their 
friends  dropped  in  for  an  eve- 
ning. He  said  they  had  cold 
beer  in  the  refrigerator  and 
asked  if  they  would  have  a 
drink.  The  men  declined,  po- 
litely but  firmly. 

Then  he  got  out  a  pack  of 
cards  and  asked  whether  they 
would  like  to  play  cards.  Again 
they  declined. 

By  that  time  the  mother  came 
back  and  heard  part  of  the  con- 
versation. Knowing  more  about 
the  ideals  of  men  like  those,  she 
was  terribly  embarrassed.  She 
told  them  her  husband  would 
be  home  the  next  evening  and 
asked  them  to  come  then.  They 
left,  promising  to  be  back. 

When  they  reached  the  house 
next  evening,  sure  enough  the 
husband  was  there.  He  greeted 
them  kindly  and  immediately 
said,  "My  wife  told  me  what 
happened  here  last  night  and 
we  are  deeply  ashamed.  We 
are  tired  of  the  crowd  we  run 
with.  Tell  us  how  to  be  Chris- 
tians." 

Each  reader  will  have  his  own 
thoughts  about  this  story,  but 
this  impressed  me:   As  parents, 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


The     Church's    Ministry.     T.     W. 

Manson.     Westminster    Press,    1949. 
114  pages.   $2.00. 

An  outstanding,  simple  and  clear 
presentation  by  a  great  Anglican 
scholar,  Dr.  T.  W.  Manson  of  the 
University  of  Manchester  (England). 
It  gives  a  thoroughly  Biblical  and 
historical  study  of  the  true  basis  of 
ministry  in  the  church.  He  presents 
a  strong  case  for  all  churches  or  all 
ministries  being  apostolic  or  valid 
"insofar  as  they  have  a  call  from 
the  risen  Christ  to  carry  out  the 
business  of  proclaiming  the  king- 
dom and  bringing  men  into  it," 
where,  indeed,  one  sees  "the  signs 
of  the  apostle."  This  is  a  book  every 
minister  or  ministerial  board  should 
read.- — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

The  Ethical  Basis  of  Medical  Prac- 
tice. Willard  L.  Sperry.  Paul 
Hoeber,  Inc.,  1950.   185  pages.   $2.50. 

Written  by  the  dean  of  the  Har- 
vard Divinity  School,  this  book  is  of 
interest  not  only  to  physicians  and 
medical  students  but  to  ministers 
as  well.  The  first  chapter,  Our 
Overlapping  Professions,  demon- 
strates the  legitimacy  of  this  inter- 
est.    The    general  reader  will   also 


find  many  things  of  value;  for  ex- 
ample, the  chapters,  Telling  the 
Truth  to  the  Patient,  Prolongation 
of  Life,  Euthanasia-Pro,  Euthanasia- 
Con,  and  Democratic  vs.  Totalitarian 
Medicine.  The  chapter  on  The  Na- 
ture of  Conscience  is  of  particular 
worth  to  Christian  thinkers.  The 
book  reveals  the  strictness  of  the 
code  of  medical  ethics,  explores  the 
difficult  moral  choices  the  physician 
is  compelled  to  make,  and  exalts 
reverence  for  life  in  a  very  whole- 
some manner. — C.  Ernest  Davis. 

The      Efficient      Church      Officer. 

Eugene  D.  Dolloff.  Revell.  176 
pages.    $2.00. 

An  excellent,  informative  and 
rather  complete  book  of  information 
on  the  qualifications  and  duties  of 
various  church  officials  and  commit- 
tees; written  by  an  outstanding 
Baptist  minister,  evangelist  and  ad- 
ministrator. The  officers  discussed 
include:  deacons,  finance  officers, 
Christian  education  personnel,  di- 
rectors of  music,  ushers,  moderators, 
keepers  of  records,  those  in  charge 
of  flowers,  etc.  It  might  well  be  a 
reference  book  in  every  church  li- 
brary.— Charles  E.  Zunkel. 


do  we  stop  to  ponder  what  we 
are  teaching  our  children? 

Another  incident  seems  to  be- 
long with  this  one.  A  man  who 
has  a  roadside  inn  and  sells 
liquor  also  has  several  young 
children.  They  do  not  go  to 
church,  except  when  visiting 
other  children  who  do.  I  often 
wondered  what  moral  teaching 
they  were  getting. 

The  other  day  this  man  made 
a  purchase  from  a  godly  man 
and  in  their  talk  took  occasion 
to  state  that  neither  he  nor  his 
wife  drank.  That  probably 
means  that  they  will  try  to  teach 
their  children  not  to  drink.  But 
what  a  mockery,  to  sell  it  to 
other  young  folks  and  then  take 
credit  because  he  did  not  use  his 
own  product! 

The  point  is,  we  must  live  the 
kind  of  life  we  want  our  chil- 
dren to  live.    That  is  hard,  but 


we  all  know  where  to  find  the 
Source  of  goodness,  and  he  will 
make  us  strong. 

That  it  is  our  duty  to  visit 
homes  of  folks  who  are  not 
Christians  with  a  view  to  win- 
ning them  is  another  thing  the 
first  story  taught  me. 

How  we  dread  to  do  it!  But 
how  do  we  know  that  they  may 
not  just  be  waiting  for  some  one 
to  say  a  word  to  them?  Even 
if  they  seem  not  to  respond,  seed 
often  lies  dormant  a  long  time. 
Sometime  their  hearts  may  be- 
come tender  and  they  will  think 
of  our  yearning  over  them. 
How  else  are  those  to  be  reached 
who  did  not  have  the  blessing  of 
being  raised  in  Christian  homes 
as  we  did?  God  fill  us  so  full  of 
his  spirit,  that  we  will  just  have 
to  tell  of  him. 
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Daily 

Bible    Readings 

Annually  the  American  Bible  Society  sug- 

gests Bible  selections 

for  each  day  beginning 

Thanksgiving   and 

ending   Christmas.    We   are 

listing  them  here: 

November 

8— Psa.  91 

23— Psa.  121 

9— Psa.  23 

24— Psa.  1 

10— Psa.  119:97-104 

25— Matt.  5 

11— Luke  15 

26— John  1:  1-18 

12— Isa.  40:  1-8,  28-31 

27— Ex.  20:  1-17 

13—1  Cor.  13 

28— Psa.  51 

14—1  John  3 

29— Luke  11 

15— Rom.  12 

30— Psa.  27 

16— Matt.  25 
17— John  3:  1-21 

December 

18— John  14 

1— Psa  43 

19— Matt.  11 

2— Psa.  119:  105-112 

20— Heb.  12:  1-13 

3_Prov.  4:  1-19 

21— Rev.  21:  1-7,  22-27       i 

4— John  8:  1-19 

22— John  17 

5— John  12:  23-36 

23— Isa.  53                            i 

6—2  Peter  1 

24— Matt.  1:18-25 

7— Isa.  55 

25— Matt.  2:  1-12 

We  have  been  informed  that  Mrs.  Omer  E.  Forehand 
of  Deer  Trail,  Colo.,  recently  passed  away. 

S.  L.  Barnhart  and  Floyd  A.  Yearout  have  been 
elected  to  represent  Northern  California  district  on 
Standing  Committee  at  the  San  Jose  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Alternates  are  W.  Russell  Burriss  and  Wilbur  I. 
Liskey. 

Mrs.  Annie  E.  Hiii.  who  is  seventy-eight  years  of 
age  and  an  active  member  of  the  Lakewood  church  in 
Seattle,  Wash.,  makes  a  contribution  to  the  life  of  her 
church  through  the  poems  that  she  writes  for  almost 
every  church  event.  Her  first  poems  were  written  more 
than  fifty  years  ago. 

The  theme  for  the  Western  Region  conference  to  be 
held  at  McPherson  College  Nov.  12-16  is  Undergirding 
Christian  Home  Life.  Conference  leaders  include  Sam- 
uel L.  Hamilton  of  New  York  University,  President 
D.  W.  Bittinger  of  McPherson  College,  representatives 
from  the  general  staff  at  Elgin  and  forty-four  pastors 
representing  local,  regional  and  college  activities. 
Elmer  L.  Dadisman  is  chairman  of  the  conference  and 
James  H.  Elrod  is  conference  director. 

The  eighth  annual  observance  of  Youth  Week- 
Christian  Endeavor  Week,  will  be  held  Jan.  28 — Feb.  4. 
Christ  Calls — Serve  in  Faith  is  the  theme  that  has  been 
chosen.  Features  suggested  for  local  church  and  com- 
munity are  as  follows:  denominational  day  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  28,  with  youth-led  services;  interdenominational 
day  on  Sunday,  Feb.  4,  with  ecumenical  worship;  par- 
ticipation in  the  Parshad  College  scholarship  awards 
competition;  evangelism  activities;  a  leadership  educa- 
tion school;  family  night  at  home  or  at  church;  voca- 
tional clinics;  and  a  dramatic  educational  program 
called  The  World  Bids  for  Youth. 
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Southern  Virginia  has  elected  O.  R.  Fike  and  S.  H. 
Flora  as  its  delegates  to  Standing  Committee  for  the 
1951  Annual  Conference.  M.  A.  Bowman  and  I.  D.  Hoy 
are  alternates. 

At  the  Nebraska  district  meeting,  held  at  the 
Beatrice  church  in  October,  Elder  Swigart  F.  Miller 
was  elected  moderator  for  the  coming  year.  More  than 
350  attended  the  morning  service  and  a  generous  offer- 
ing was  given  for  missions. 

Barbara  Martin  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  has  signed  the 
peace  pledge  and  appended  to  it  a  request  for  prayer. 
She  says,  "I  have  been  ill  for  over  a  year  and  cannot 
use  my  right  arm.  I  request  the  Brotherhood  through 
the  columns  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  to  pray  for 
my  recovery." 

Nampa  church,  Idaho,  will  celebrate  its  home-com- 
ing on  Sunday,  Nov.  19.  Dr.  James  Martin,  professor 
of  philosophy  and  religion  of  the  College  of  Idaho  will 
be  the  morning  speaker.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  held 
at  noon  and  a  short  program  will  follow.  All  friends 
of  the  church  are  cordially  invited  to  the  services. 

Crystal  church,  Mich.,  will  have  its  God's  Acre 
day  and  harvest  meeting  on  Sunday,  Nov.  12.  Dr. 
Christopher  Sower,  assistant  professor  of  sociology  and 
anthropology  of  Michigan  State  College,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  both  the  morning  and  afternoon  service.  A 
basket  dinner  will  be  served  during  the  noon  hour. 

Stone  church,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  will  celebrate  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Hunting- 
don congregation  and  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Stone  church  on  Dec.  10.  In  the 
morning  service  Brethren  H.  H.  Nye  and  T.  F.  Henry 
will  be  the  speakers.  All  former  members,  members  and 
friends  are  invited  to  attend. 

Mrs.  W.  K.  Bushardt,  6410  Fairfield  Road,  Columbia, 
S.  C,  wishes  to  secure  a  copy  of  each  of  these  books 
by  E.  S.  Young:  The  New  Testament  History;  The 
Bible  Outline;  The  Bible  Geography.  Will  anyone  hav- 
ing one  or  more  of  these  books  which  he  would  sell 
write  directly  to  Mrs.  Bushardt,  stating  the  condition  of 
the  books  and  the  prices  being  asked. 

Speaking  for  many  public  school  teachers,  Arthur 
M.  Roseman  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  writes:  "As  one  of 
the  public  school  teachers  of  America  who  will  be  able 
to  attend  the  1951  Annual  Conference  because  of  its 
later  date,  please  permit  me  to  voice  the  sentiment  of 
large  numbers  of  my  profession  and  to  say  hearty 
thanks  for  setting  the  date  at  such  a  time  as  would 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  attend." 

McPherson  College 

"When  may  we  have  another  international  student 
program?"  That  seems  to  be  the  one  question  heard 
most  often  by  the  adviser  to  international  students  at 
McPherson  College.  During  the  last  few  weeks  various 
international  groups  have  given  over  thirty  programs 
in  McPherson  and  the  surrounding  area.  Some  of  the 
students  have  taken  trips  into  Iowa,  Missouri,  Oklahoma, 
and  other  states.  Our  international  friends  supply  many 
different  types  of  interesting  programs.  Suaese  Utu, 
Vaiinupo  Alailima,  Kuki  Ilaoa,  and  Tumu  Laulusa  sing 
the  songs  of  their  native  Samoa.  Gerhard  Seigmund- 
Shultze  with  his  cheerful  manner  and  keen  analytic  mind 
is  in  an  excellent  position  to  tell  us  how  his  German 
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life  differs  from  life  in  America.  A  brilliant  student, 
Gerhard  helps  students  and  faculty  to  maintain  high 
academic  standards.  Vinay  Likhite  tells  us  of  the 
customs  in  his  country  of  India  while  his  father,  our 
new  language  professor,  is  competent  to  inform  us*  on 
many,  many  subjects.  Mrs.  Likhite  plays  a  native 
stringed  instrument  called  a  dilruba.  Hatsuko  Kanazawa 
tells  us  how  it  feels  to  live  through  the  atomic  bombing 
of  Nagasaki.  The  stories  she  tells  of  death  and  destruc- 
tion are  heart-rending.  The  other  international  students 
likewise  make  great  contributions  far  out  of  proportion 
to  their  number.  Students  and  faculty  all  agree  that 
it  is  a  wonderful  Christian  experience  to  have  these 
friends  from  abroad  with  us. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  expansion  program  of  McPherson 
College  has  reached  all  levels.  Early  in  the  fall  one 
of  the  sows  at  the  college  farm  gave  birth  to  twenty 
pigs.  This  is  either  a  record  or  near  record  as  far  as 
can  be  ascertained.  The  first  cow  to  produce  offspring 
this  fall  blessed  the  farm  with  twin  calves.  With  such 
enthusiasm  the  college  program  is  bound  to  grow  and 
prosper. 

The  largest  home-coming  in  McPherson  history  has 
been  planned  for  Nov.  10.  A  resurgent  football  squad  has 
increased  local  interest  until  the  present  seating  capacity 
in  the  stadium  is  not  adequate  to  handle  the  crowds. 
Many  alumni  have  indicated  that  they  plan  to  return 
to  the  campus  for  this  event.  High  lights  of  the  day 
include  an  alumni  chapel,  afternoon  parade,  M  Club 
dinner,  crowning  of  the  home-coming  queen,  and  the 
football  game  with  the  Bethany  Swedes  from  Lindsborg. 

District  meetings  of  the  Western  Region  have  been 
numerous  during  the  last  two  months.  There  has  been 
a  McPherson  College  representative  at  each  of  these 
meetings.  In  addition,  faculty  members  have  spoken 
at  several  church  home-comings  and  other  events  in  the 
region.  These  representatives  report  that  enthusiasm 
for  the  college  and  its  program  runs  high  throughout  the 
region. 

» 

Manchester  College 

The  regional  conference  of  the  Central  Region  was 
held  here  at  Manchester  College  on  Oct.  16-19.  Dr. 
Harold  Bosley  of  Evanston,  111.,  and  Dr.  Charles  Goff 
of  the  Chicago  Temple,  and  Dr.  Ralph  Holland  of  the 
Indiana  Council  of  Churches  were  the  leading  speakers 
outside  of  our  fellowship.  Various  representatives  of 
our  own,  people  from  Elgin  and  from  other  sections 
assisted  in  the  program.  The  addresses  were  unusually 
good.  It  seems  that  most  of  the  ministers  of  the  region 
were  here  and  also  hundreds  of  other  guests.  We  ap- 
preciated having  them  on  our  campus. 

On  the  14th  and  15th  of  October,  the  young  people 
of  the  region  had  a  conference  on  our  campus.  The 
theme  was  Christian  Youth  Facing  the  World  Situation. 
Between  two  and  three  hundred  people  in  addition  to 
the  college  students  attended  this  meeting.  Leadership 
of  the  conference  were  local  faculty  members,  Don 
Snider  and  Mark  Schrock. 

On  Oct.  26  and  27,  Manchester  College  expects  a 
visit  to  our  campus  by  Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson,  editor  of 
the  Christian  Century,  who  will  give  public  addresses 
and  lead  in  forum  discussions.  Dr.  Andrew  Cordier, 
executive  assistant  to  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
United  Nations,  will  speak  in  our  chapel.  We  look 
forward  to  his  coming  with  anticipation. 


Hornell  Hart,  sociologist  and  social  scientisfof  Duke 
University,  will  be  on  our  campus  on  Nov.  1, 

President  V.  F.  Schwalm  attended  the  college  con- 
ference called  by  the  Annual  Conference  on  Education 
on  Oct.  6  and  7,  and  spoke  at  an  alumni  meeting  in 
Washington,   D.    C. 

Future  events  at  the  college  to  which  all  are  invited 
will  be  an  address  by  P.  G.  Bhagat,  elder  from  the  India 
mission  field,  in  the  college  chapel  on  Nov.  13  at  9:30 
a.m.  On  Nov.  15,  Dr.  John  Biegeleisen,  Eden  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  will  be  here,  and  on  Nov.  17  the  Indiana 
University  symphony  orchestra  will  give  a  concert  in 
our  chapel  at  9:30  a.m. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  of  York,  Pa.,  in  the  Mechanicsburg  church, 
Pa.,  Nov.  12-19. 

Bro.  Francis  P.  Liiton  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  the  Bareville 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  13-26. 

Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Peru,  Ind.,  in  the  West  Eel  River 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  15-26. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Phillips,  pastor,  in  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio 
Nov.  5-19. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Summit  church,  Va. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Elmdale  church,  Mich. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Raven  Run  church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Potsdam  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Flora  church,  Indiana. 

One  baptized  in  the  Burr  Oak  church,  Kansas. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Springfield  church,  Ohio. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Wooddale  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Independence  church,   Kansas. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Mill  Creek 
church,  Va. 

Eleven  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Arbor 
Hill  church,  Va. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Stover  Mem- 
orial church,  Iowa. 

Two  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  one  received  by  let- 
ter in  the  Sunnyside  church,  W.  Va. 

Eighteen  baptized,  six  awaiting  the  rite,  four  received  by  let- 
ter and  five  reconsecrated  in  the  Wiley  Fork  church,  W.  Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  12 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Fellowship  With  Other  Christians. — 
Acts  10 — 11;  Phil.  2:1-18.  Memory  Selection:  Let  each  of  you 
look  not  only  to  his  own  interests,  but  also  to  the  interests  of 
others.  Have  this  mind  among  yourselves,  which  you  have  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who,  though  he  was  in  the  form  of  God.  did  not 
count  equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be  grasped.  Phil.  2:4-5 
(R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  November,  Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 

Announcements 

REGIONAL   MEETING 
Western  Region. — McPherson,   Kansas,   Nov.    10-16. 

DISTRICT    MEETING 
Washington.— Seattle,  Nov.   15-19. 

LOVE   FEASTS 
Illinois  Nov.  18,  Beaver  Creek. 

Nov.  17,  Allison  Prairie.  Nov.  20,  Lick  Creek. 

Indiana  Pennsylvania 

Nov.    12,    South   Bend,    Second.       Nov.   11,   12,  2  pm,  Myerstown. 
Nov.  14,  Yellow  Creek.  Nov.  12,  Cherry  Lane. 

Nov.  20,  Plymouth  Nov.  12,  12:15  am,  Shrewsbury. 

Nov.  25,  7  pm,  Poplar  Grove.  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Germantown. 

Iowa  Nov.  12,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Nov.  24,  7  pm,  Ivester.  Nov.   19,  all  day,  Salunga. 

Maryland  Nov.  26,  7  pm,  Allentown. 

Nov.  11,  2:30  pm,  Broadfording.  Virginia 

Nov.  12,  6:30  pm,  Monocacy.  Nov.    12,   7  pm,   Front  Royal. 

Nov.  12,  6:30  pm,  Thurmont.  Nov.  14,  Troutville. 

Nov.  19,  6  pm,  Manor.  Nov.  19,  5  pm.  Roanoke,  Ninth. 

Ohio  West  Virginia 

Nov.   11,   7:30  pm,  Salem.  Nov.   19,   White  Pine. 

Nov.   12,   Lower  Miami.  Dec.    3,    Bethel. 
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THE  FIRST  GERMAN  STUDENTS  RETURN 


WHEN  I  heard  that  the  first 
group  of  German  high  school 
students,  which  had  come 
over  last  year  in  September,  was 
going  to  gather  in  New  Windsor 
for  a  final  meeting  with  their  Amer- 
ican friends,  I  decided  to  go  to  New 
Windsor  too  and  see  the  familiar 
faces  again.  I  wanted  to  learn  what 
they  thought  about  America,  and 
how  much  they  had  changed. 

That  they  should  really  see 
Frankfurt  and  their  home  towns 
again,  their  parents,  sisters  and 
brothers,  that  was  all  a  little  bit 
unthinkable  to  them.  Mentally  they 
were  so  far  away  from  Germany 
that  the  return  there  sounded  al- 
most like  a  fairy  tale. 

Moreover,  they  did  not  like  the 
idea  in  some  ways.  They  were  look- 
ing forward  to  seeing  their  folks 
and  the  old  country  again,  but  they 
realized,  too,  that  the  readjustment 
to   Europe   would   be   difficult. 

It  is  easy  to  see  why.  Both  they 
and  Europe  had  changed — and  rap- 
idly. The  changes  in  themselves  are 
of  great  importance.  They  have 
grown  more  mature  in  this  year. 
They  have  acquired  an  amazing 
ability  to  make  speeches.  They 
seem  to  be  much  more  willing  now 
to  co-operate  with  the  group  they 
happen  to  belong  to. 

The  business  of  speechmaking  is 
easily  explained.  Most  of  them 
went  into  little  towns  where  they 
became  the  center  of  attraction.  In- 
vitation after  invitation  came  to 
deliver  speeches  about  their  experi- 
ences in  a  language  not  at  all  famil- 
iar to  most  of  them.  Thus,  they 
learned  to  master  quite  difficult  and 
confusing  situations. 

Their  greater  willingness  to  co- 
operate is  something  far  more  com- 
plex. It  was  not  so  easily  noticeable, 
but  somehow  we  all  had  a  feeling 
of  strongly  belonging  to  this  group 
— in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of 
us  had  difficulty  recognizing  one 
another!  This  increased  spirit  of 
responsibility  for  the  whole  group 
is  certainly  the  result  of  American 
community  life. 


Karsten  Moritz 

German  Exchange  Student 
i         University  of  Chicago 

What  exactly  did  these  kids  learn 
in  one  whole  year  here  in  the  United 
States?  During  our  day  in  Washing- 
ton we  visited  some  officials  of  the 
State  Department  who  were  closely 
connected  with  this  program.  The 
students  were  urged  to  say  frankly 
what  they  thought  about  the  Amer- 
ican school  system,  the  American 
teen-ager  and  American  life  gener- 
ally. They  were  keenly  interested 
in  the  American  teen-ager  and  had 
thought  a  lot  about  the  American 
school  system. 

About  the  teen-ager  the  general 
opinion  seemed  to  be  divided  be- 
tween girls  and  boys.  The  girls  had 
been  a  little  bored  by  the  American 
boy  who  did  not  know  how  to  talk 
about  anything  except  his  car  and 
how  much  he  was  going  to  earn 
next  year.  The  coeducational  sys- 
tem was  sometimes  a  little  frowned 
upon  by  the  girls  because  they  felt 
it  stressed  too  much  the  problem 
of  getting  a  mate. 

The  boys,  however,  had  profited 
by  this  competition  and  they  were 
naturally  very  well  pleased.  One 
thing,  however,  was  very  interesting 
to  note.  Frequently  they  would  say 
that  they  would  prefer  an  American 
girl  for  a  girl  friend,  but  they  would 
never  marry  one!  They  seem  to 
have    sensed    less    inhibitions    and 


As  the  first  year's 
group  oi  German 
high  Echoo]  stu- 
dents returned  to 
Germany,  approxi- 
mately two  hun- 
dred more  were  be- 
ginning their  year 
of  American  exper- 
iences. Shown  here 
are  a  group  of 
them  who  attended 
the  senior  youth 
camp  at  Camp 
Mack,  Milford,  Ind.. 
in   August 


more  independence  in  the  American 
girl. 

The  school  system  seemed  to  be 
their  most  earnest  concern.  If  you 
have  a  faint  idea  of  what  the  Ger- 
man school  is  like,  you  can  easily 
understand  why.  In  American 
schools  the  required  learning  was 
so  small  and  so  easy,  yet  difficult 
in  some  respects.  You  could  not 
tease  the  teacher  (a  favorite  pastime 
in  German  schools).  There  was  also 
the  coeducation  of  boys  and  girls, 
and  the  emphasis  on  political  and 
social  sciences,  physical  education 
and  all  the  practical  skills. 

Each  of  the  students  would  talk 
about  them  and  try  to  discuss  their 
pros  and  cons.  Generally  the  cons 
outweighed  the  pros.  Being  raised 
in  a  cultural  environment  that 
places  great  emphasis  on  bare 
knowledge,  they  felt  this  part  of 
education  very  much  neglected  in 
America.  They  admitted  readily, 
however,  that  courses  in  typewrit- 
ing, housework  and  similar  practical 
things  were  an  advantage  over  Ger- 
man schools.  I  believe  there  was 
not  one  girl  who  had  not  taken 
up  typewriting  in  the  past  year. 
Of  course,  they  admired  the  multi- 
tude of  accommodations  in  Ameri- 
can high  schools,  such  as  a  good 
library,  a  very  comfortable  recrea- 
tion room  and  excellent  study 
material. 

Another  thing  seems  to  have  puz- 
zled them  completely  —  the  family 
life.     That    was    unavoidable.     The 
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old  patriarchal  family  system  in 
Germany  has  deteriorated,  but  is 
still  in  existence.  The  children's 
respect  for  parents  is  one  of  its  main 
foundations.  Every  one  of  these  stu- 
dents had  learned  in  his  early  child- 
hood that  the  wishes  of  his  father 
were  uncontradictable. 

One  of  the  constantly  repeated 
observations  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment that  day  was:  Why  have  the 
American  children  not  learned  to 
have  respect  for  their  parents?  The 
students  meant  that  seriously.  They 
were  fully  convinced  that  this  lack 
of  respect  in  American  children  was 
one  of  the  serious  failures  of  Ameri- 
can culture. 

One  thing  struck  me  most  of  all. 
The  students  were  still  Germans. 
Even  most  of  the  girls  could  not 
help  looking  German  in  spite  of 
their  American  clothes.  They  still 
had  that  somewhat  timid,  stubborn 
and  honest  look  of  a  German.  Very 
few  of  them  made  use  of  cosmetics. 
Even  lipstick  was  generally  frowned 
upon  by  girls  as  well  as  boys. 

The  boys  had  taken  more  easily 
to  American  ways,  at  least  emotion- 
ally. The  fever  of  money  and  ma- 
terial possessions  had  gotten  hold 
of  them  too.  Yet,  in  their  opinions, 
they  constantly  scolded  American 
greed  and  haste. 

All  this  has  resulted  in  a  rather 
defensive  position  towards  Ameri- 
can life.  Sometime  during  the  first 
few  weeks  they  seemed  to  have 
made  up  their  minds  that  America 
is  superficial,  and  they  stuck  to  that 
opinion  throughout  the  year.  Prob- 
ably they  had  smuggled  it  across 
the  ocean. 

Unfortunately  the  life  they  led 
here  allowed  them  to  keep  their 
prejudices.  They  got  a  good  insight 
into  American  community  life  and 
will  take  that  home  as  a  valuable 
experience  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
year  was  too  easy  for  them.  When 
they  arrived,  they  were  honored  and 
paid  attention  like  an  actor  from 
Hollywood.  At.  school  they  were 
always  centers  of  interest  and  ex- 
citement. Quite  a  few  of  them  re- 
ceived scholarships  from  colleges 
which,  unfortunately,  none  of  them 
could  use  because  they  had  to 
return. 

But  what  did  they  see  of  America 
and  American  life  and  how  did  they 
see  it?  They  saw  a  small  part  of 
this  country  and  of  its  life,  but  they 
imagine  they  know  all  about  it. 
Most  of  them  saw  it  under  very 
agreeable  and  convenient  circum- 
stances. This  is  a  problem  to  be 
faced  in  future  groups,  and  I  believe 
it  might  be  wise  to  strive  more  con- 


They  Visit  Washington 


Wilbur  Dunbar 

Arlington,  Virginia 


ON  FRIDAY,  Sept.  15,  John 
Eberly  and  Dorothy  Jones  of 
the  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion brought  forty-five  German  stu- 
dents to  Washington  from  New 
Windsor,  Md. 

These  high  school  students  had 
been  brought  to  this  country 
through  the  good  offices  of  the 
Brethren  and  the  international  ex- 
change of  persons  section  of  the 
State  Department.  They  were  placed 
in  American  homes  for  one  year, 
during  which  time  they  attended 
school  in  this  country. 

The  trip  to  Washington,  therefore, 
was  the  final  "education"  prior  to 
the  return  to  Germany.  Here  they 
visited  the  Washington  Cathedral, 
the  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  memori- 
als, the  Library  of  Congress,  the 
Capitol,  the  Senate  office  building, 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  "new" 
Department  of  State  building. 

The  group  were  unable  to  see 
Congress  at  work,  but  they  did  meet 
one  senator  in  his  office,  Senator 
Langer  of  North  Dakota.  Mr. 
Langer  is  of  German  descent,  and 
conversed  with  the  students  in  the 
German  language.  The  final  event 
of  the  day  was  an  informal  session 
with  State  Department  officials. 
Here  an  opportunity  was  given  for 
the  students  to  express  themselves 
on  America,  the  program  of  inter- 
national exchange   of   persons,   and 


.  sciously  at  the  erasing  of  prejudices 
in  these  young  people. 

Also  they  ought  to  find  out  more 
by  themselves.  Push  them  as  far 
as  possible  into  the  confusion  of 
their  strange,  new  experiences. 
Prof.  Kermit  Eby  said  once  to  me, 
"If  I  were  the  leader  of  such  a 
program,  I'd  put  them  all  into  an 
airplane,  give  them  a  work  allow- 
ance and  identification  papers,  and 
then  drop  them  by  parachute,  each 
one  two  hundred  miles  apart  from 
the  next  one.  Then  they  would 
learn  what  America  is  like." 

That  is  enough.  I  am  just  trying 
to  give  a  little  constructive  criticism 
of  a  program  that  has  proved  alto- 
gether successful.  On  the  whole  I 
have  to  say  this — when  I  saw  them 
in  New  Windsor  in  1949  and  then 
again  in  New  Windsor  in  1950,  I 
just  could  not  help  saying,  "It  really 
is  a  wonderful  program." 


their    experiences    during    the    past 
year  in  a  general  way. 

Without  exception,  they  found  the 
time  well  spent,  and  were  very  ap- 
preciative. Some  were  doubtful  as 
to  their  ability  to  make  use  of  the 
democratic  principles  which  they 
had  observed  in  this  country.  The 
older  people  run  Germany,  they 
said.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were 
not  impressed  with  the  almost  com- 
plete disregard  of  parental  authority 
which  seemed  the  American  pattern 
of  family  life. 

They  had  been  impressed,  of 
course,  with  American  wealth — 
teen-agers  with  automobiles  of  their 
own,  for  example.  They  considered 
American  schools  "easy,"  as  com- 
pared with  formal  education  in  Eu- 
rope. Yet  they  were  well  aware  of 
the  broadness  of  American  educa- 
tion and  seemed  to  be  concluding 
that  democracy  has  failed  in  Ger- 
many, in  the  past,  because  knowl- 
edge was  the  exclusive  possession 
of  too  few  of  the  people.  Also,  Ger- 
man high  schools  teach  little  or 
no  government  or  political  science 
courses.  This,  they  thought,  was 
most  unfortunate. 

They  found  some  explanation  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
the  great  distances  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  American  West.  They 
appreciated  the  friendliness  and 
kindliness  of  the  people,  particular- 
ly those  in  whose  homes  they 
stayed.  Their  hosts  were,  in  most 
cases,   Brethren   people. 

Probably  the  most  eloquent  re- 
marks came  from  a  German  fellow, 
who  had  spent  his  year  in  Oregon. 
He  pleaded  for  a  greatly  expanded 
program  of  this  kind  and,  he  in- 
sisted, it  should  be  "two-way." 
Young  Germans  should  come  to 
America,  yes.  But  young  Americans 
should  also  go  to  Germany — not  as 
visitors  "here  today,  gone  tomor- 
row," but  for  a  year.  Above  all, 
he  said,  they  should  come  and  live 
with  German  families  in  the  same 
way  that  he  and  the  other  German 
students  had  done. 

At  the  conclusion,  John  Eberly, 
as  the  representative  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  received  the  warm 
thanks  of  the  various  State  Depart- 
ment officials  present. 
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The  minister  is  called  to 
give  generously  from  the 
wells  of  his  spirit.  His  re- 
sources must  be  constantly 
renewed  by  prayer  and 
study.  Much  can  be  done 
individually,  but  the  dis- 
cerning minister  and  con- 
gregation recognize  that 
occasionally  he  needs  to 
take  time  from  his  regular 
schedule  for  special  training 
opportunities  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  other  ministers. 

Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary and  our  Brethren 
colleges  have  been  co-op- 
erating in  making  available 
extension  school  training  on 
the  college  campuses. 

Quite  a  long  distance 
from  the  nearest  college,  a 
group  of  ministers  last  sum- 
mer brought  a  training  insti- 
tute to  their  own  front  door. 
One  of  them  tells  the  story 
here. 


Reported  by 

David  L.  Holl 

Portland,  Oregon 


THIS  is  the  best  thing  we've  had 
since  seminary,"  and  "If  those 
other  pastors  and  leaders  knew 
what  they  were  missing,  they  cer- 
tainly would  be  unhappy."  Such 
were  the  comments  that  sprang 
spontaneously  from  those  who  at- 
tended the  pastor's  extension  school 
at  Yakima,  Wash.,  last  July. 

No  small  amount  of  credit  should 
be  given  to  Chalmer  Faw,  professor 
of  New  Testament  at  Bethany  Bibli- 
cal Seminary,  but  he  in  turn  was 
heard  saying  that  the  interest  of 
those  who  came  spurred  him  on. 
All  in  all,  this  institute  had  what 
it  takes  to  make  an  institute  a  good 
one.  "Chal"  as  the  students  called 
Dr.  Faw,  was  well  prepared  for  the 
subjects  which  had  been  chosen,  and 


Walter  Hering 


THE  MINISTER 
KEEPS  ON  LEARNING 
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was  elastic  enough  in  his  method 
to  allow  for  the  pursuit  of  answers 
to  special  problems.  The  students, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  hungry 
for  this  "season  of  refreshing"  and 
followed  deeply  into  some  very 
practical  problems  which  confront 
local  church  workers. 


The  institute  was  born  out  of  the 
Oregon  Ministerial  Fellowship.  The 
eight  ministers  of  this  group  have 
been  knit  closely  together,  both  in 
ideals  and  program.  All  monies  for 
salaries,  for  instance,  come  out  of 
a  common  treasury.  Two  retreats 
are  held  each  year;  at  these  times 


I  *.y 
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United  Evangelistic  Advance  Climaxes 
in  Special  Observance 

THE  United  Evangelistic  Advance  which  opened  Oct.  1,  1949,  is  to 
close  its  fifteen-month  effort  on  Dec.  31,   1950.    This  day  is  being 

called  "The  Mid-century  Jubilee  Sunday."  Thirty-eight  denomina- 
tions, our  own  being  one,  have  co-operated  in  this  great  effort.  This 
united  Protestant  appeal  affords  another  unigue  opportunity  for  added 
impetus  in  our  evangelistic  endeavors. 

Program  possibilities  include  (1)  a  Sunday  morning  worship  serv- 
ice and  sermon  dedicated  to  new  commitment  in  evangelism;  (2)  a 
Sunday  evening  watch-night  service,  including  (3)  a  twelve-hour  vigil 
of  prayer  from  Sunday  evening,  6:00.  to  New  Year's  morning,  6:00.  A 
helpful  descriptive  leaflet  may  be  ordered  from  the  Department  of 
Evangelism.  397  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.,  for  3c. 

Every  church  is  interested  in  evangelism.  United  planning  and 
observance  can  add  power  to  our  efforts. 

— Charles  E.  Zunkel 


discussions  proceed  freely  in  which 
each  pastor  asks  counsel  on  any 
problem  which  he  has.  From  this 
group,  the  writer  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  some- 
one to  come  into  our  midst  who  had 
more  technical  "know-how"  and 
could  fill  up  the  barrels  out  of  which 
we  must  constantly  draw  in  a  heavy 
preaching  program. 

Bro.  Faw  taught  two  courses:  The 
Ethical  Teachings  of  Jesus,  and 
Preaching  from  the  Gospels.  Space 
does  not  permit  a  summary  of  the 
material  presented,  but  some  of  the 
problems  dealt  with  in  the  first 
were:  How  do  love  and  the  will  of 
God  relate  themselves?  How  can  the 
"blood"  relate  itself  to  love?  Can 
Spirit -filled  men  differ?  It  was  sum- 
marized thus:  Love  is  Christlike 
devotion  to  the  highest  total  devel- 
opment of  each  and  all. 

In  the  preaching  course,  which 
would  be  good  for  any  Christian, 
Bro.  Faw  requested  that  we  read 
one  gospel  a  day  for  four  days, 
which  suggestion  was  followed. 
Each  gospel  was  given  one  day's 
discussion.  The  value  of  this  is  that 
we  see  the  whole — the  writer's  point 
of  view  that  he  wants  to  get  across 
to  his  readers.  Try  it  yourself  some- 
time. It  is  interesting,  also,  to  com- 
pare them.  Read  Mark  first,  then 
Matthew,  Luke  and  John.  Read 
them  at  one  sitting  and  new  light 
from  the  pages  of  what  may  have 
been  a  dusty  Bible,  will  shine  in 
upon  your  religious  life,  which  you 
had  intended  to  awaken  sometime, 
anyway. 

Classes  began  at  8:00  in  the  morn- 
ing, were  scheduled  to  close  at  11:00, 
but  the  students  would  not  let  the 
professor  dismiss  this  soon.  Also  in 
the  afternoon,  the  schedule  called 
for  sessions  to  be  in  force  from  1:00 


to  3:00  o'clock,  but  many  times  it 
was  5:00  p.m.  before  the  class  could 
separate  itself  in  physical  form  from 
"the  fellowship  of  the  kindred 
minds."  Pastors  were  very  well 
cared  for  in  the  homes  of  near-by 
Brethren.  Meals  were  taken  co- 
operatively and  thus  costs  were  very 
reasonable.  No  small  amount  of 
credit  for  the  success  of  the  school 
should  go  to  the  Yakima  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  and  to  Ward  E.  Pratt, 
its  pastor,  for  their  fine  co-operation 


in   caring  so   well   for   the  physical 
arrangements. 

Plans  to  continue  this  institute 
each  year  are  in  the  making.  There 
is  a  good  possibility  that  the  school 
will  be  held  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
next  summer,  with  Bro.  Warren 
Slabaugh,  also  of  Bethany,  as  the 
visiting  professor.  It  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  an  increase  in  the 
enrollment.  All  who  attended  felt 
that  the  institute  was  worth  while. 
•      •      • 

The  American  Bible  Society  out- 
lines each  year  a  daily,  systematic 
plan  of  Bible  reading.  Copies  of  the 
schedule  of  readings  for  1950  are 
still  available  from  the  Christian 
Education  Commission,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111.  The  readings  for  1951, 
in  convenient  bookmark  form,  may 
be  had  from  the  American  Bible 
Society  (Dept.  U),  450  Park  Ave., 
New  York  22,  N.  Y. 

To  get  the  most  out  of  Bible  read- 
ing, read:  (1)  carefully  and  with 
prayer;  (2)  slowly,  with  mind  alert; 
(3)  expectantly  and  with  anticipa- 
tion; (4)  in  a  spirit  of  enjoyment; 
(5)  seeking  a  personal  message;  (6) 
eager  to  respond  inwardly,  (7)  re- 
peating aloud  verses  which  strike 
fire;  (8)  keeping  a  definite  time  each 
day  for  reading:  and  (9)  copying  out 
a  key  verse  each  day. 


A   FAITH    FOR  YOUTH 


M 


ORE  and  more  of  our  young 
people  are  eager  to  be  able 
to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  them.  But  many  of  them 
find  it  difficult  to  explain  the  nature 
of  Christianity  and  the  character  of 
the  church  to  which  they  belong. 
They  want  to  know  the  reasons 
why.  Summer  youth  camps,  confer- 
ences, retreats,  hilltops,  and  similar 
youth  gatherings  are  bringing  to 
light  many  questions  and  concerns 
which  someone  must  help  them  to 
answer. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
because  a  young  person  is  a  church 
member,  he  has  a  definite  working 
Christian  theology.  Here  is  where 
our  churches,  as  well  as  our  summer 
camps  and  colleges,  can  give  needed 
guidance. 

Youth  are  willing  to  learn  and 
to  try  some  of  the  things  Jesus  said 
could  bring  meaning  into  people's 
lives  and  could  change  the  whole 
world.  They  want  to  know  God  and 
to  worship  him  sincerely,  to  know 
Jesus  and  to  follow  him,  to  know 
the  work  of  the  church  and  to  take 


part  in  it,  to  join  with  young  people 
of  other  churches  in  fellowship  and 
work  for  a  better  world,  and  to 
serve  needy  people  and  good  causes 
in  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

Here   are   a  few  books,   available 
from  the  Elgin   Loan  Library,  that 
are   useful   as   guidance   material: 
Religious  Beliefs  of  Youth,  by  Ross 
Youth  After  Conflict,  by  Watson 
Elmtown's  Youth,  by  Hollingshead 
A  Faith  jor  Youth,  by  Murray 
A  Theology  for  Christian  Youth,  by 

Gray 
Youth  Asks  About  Religion,  by  Fine- 

gan 
I  Believe,  by  Harner 
About  Myself,  by  Harner 
Understanding  Youth,  by  Burkhart 
Pattern  for  Living,  by  Mathews 
A    Protestant    Primer,    by    Seiden- 

spinner 
Youth     Work     in    the     Church,     by 

Harner 
Suggested    Basic    Text:     What    the 

Church  Has  to  Offer,  by  Minich 
— David   K.    Hanawalt. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 


OFF 

TO 

AFRICA 


Mary  Elizabeth  and  Charles  Bie- 

ber    with    their    children,    Bonnie 

Ruth,    Dale    Ernest    and    Laurien 

George 


Charles  McClellan  Bieber 

George   S.   Bieber 

East  Hartford.  Connecticut 

CHARLES  M'CLELLAN  BIE- 
BER was  born  on  Sept.  11, 
1919,  of  Christian  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  A.  Bieber,  in  Wil- 
liamsport,  Pa.  Other  members  of 
the  family  include  an  older  sister, 
Mae  H.,  and  a  younger  brother, 
George  S.,  who  is  now  a  minister 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

His  early  religious  training  was 
diligently  cared  for  by  his  devout 
parents  and  he  was  carefully  nur- 
tured in  the  spiritual  life  and  Chris- 
tian education  through  the  channels 
of  the  Third  Street  Methodist  church 
in  the  city  of  his  birth.  He  took  an 
early  interest  in  spiritual  affairs  be- 
yond the  obligations  to  his  parents, 
and  was  active  in  leadership  capaci- 
ties in  such  groups  as  the  Sunday- 
school  classes,  the  Junior  League, 
the  Home  Guards,  the  Epworth 
League,  and  special  committees 
upon  assignment  by  the  pastor. 

All  who  knew  him  knew  of  his 
devotion  to  the  church,  and  when 
he  confided  to  a  few  intimate  friends 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  while  in  at- 
tendance at  a  Methodist  youth  camp 
he  had  made  a  "pact  with  God"  to 
become  a  missionary,  it  was  no  sur- 
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prise.  This  intimation  that  God  had 
called  him  to  be  a  foreign  mission- 
ary was  further  strengthened  when 
he  was  impressed  by  missionary  ac- 
tivates at  Juniata  College  while  in 
attendance  there  in  May  1941. 

He  became  interested  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  while  at 
Juniata,  being  particularly  im- 
pressed by  the  Brethren  position  on 
world  peace,  the  sincerity  of  their 
effort  to  live  by  the  New  Testament, 
and  the  richness  of  such  worship 
experiences  as  the  love  feast;  he  was 
also  attracted  in  the  direction  of  the 
Brethren  by  his  unfolding  friend- 
ship with  Mary  Beth  High,  who  was 
later  to  become  his  wife. 

In  March  of  1943,  Charles  was  bap- 
tized by  Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy  into 
the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  called  to  the 
ministry  by  the  same  church  and 
was  licensed  in  July  1944.  On  No- 
vember 4,  1945,  he  was  ordained  at 
the  Royersford  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  Williams- 
port,  Pa.,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1937.  He  went 
to  Juniata  College  on  a  scholarship 
and  studied  in  premedicine.  Then 
he  matriculated  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  School  of  Nursing  for  Men, 
Philadelphia,  graduating  with  hon- 
ors in  September  1944.  In  Novem- 
ber 1946,  he  entered  Bethany  Bib- 


lical Seminary,  Chicago,  and  was 
graduated  magna  cum  laude  in  May, 
1949. 

Charles  held  pastorates  as  a  stu- 
dent at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  in  the 
Fairview  church,  Southern  Indiana. 
He  has  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Lincoln  church,  Nebr.,  while  wait- 
ing to  enter  the  mission  field  in 
Nigeria.  In  addition,  he  has  a  record 
of  eight  years  of  experience  in  nurs- 
ing, usually  of  the  mentally  ill,  in- 
terspersed with  his  other  activities. 

On  June  24,  1944,  Charles  and 
Mary  Beth  High,  of  Spring  City, 
Pa.,  were  married.  The  couple  now 
has  three  children:  Laurien  George 
(born  June  30,  1945),  Dale  Ernest 
(July  21,  1947),  and  Bonnie  Ruth 
(April  24,  1949). 

Since  his  early  decision  to  enter 
the '  foreign  mission  field,  he  has 
not  waivered  in  his  determination 
to  serve  God.  Although  he  has 
never  been  demonstrative  concern- 
ing his  purpose,  those  who  knew 
him  know  his  firmness  of  convic- 
tion. Emotionally  well  balanced,  he 
had  the  reputation  while  nursing  of 
winning  the  simple  confidence  of 
his  patients.  Entrusted  with  wards 
of  mentally  ill,  he  quieted  difficult 
situations  by  calm  assurance  and 
serenity  of  spirit. 

Always  he  has  shown  the  brother- 
ly spirit.  He  is  a  person  of  generos- 
ity, not  only  with  material  substance 
but   also   of  sharing   in  his   fellow 


man's  woes  and  needs.  While  in 
college  he  was  a  leader  of  his  class, 
and  there  were  few  who  did  not 
know  the  student  they  all  affection- 
ately called  "Butch,"  and  looked  to 
for  assistance.  His  interests  were 
never  clannish,  but  wherever  a  per- 
son needed  a  listener,  he  found  a 
responding  ear. 

Moreover,  Bro.  Bieber  is  in  love 
with  his  church  and  the  Christ  it 
represents.  Long  ago  given  over  to 
the  service  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
he  constantly  rejoices  in  new  op- 
portunities to  broaden  his  service. 
In  the  mission  field,  with  the  quali- 
fications which  are  so  evident,  he 
will  certainly  deepen  the  Christian 
convictions  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact  and  win  the 
hearts  of  many  for  his  beloved 
Lord.  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  calls 
upon  him  humbly  to  say,  "Here  am 
I,  Lord;  send  me." 

Mary  Elizabeth  Bieber 

Caleb  W.   Bucher 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

MARY  ELIZABETH  came  to 
brighten  the  home  life  of 
Lawrence  and  Mary  High  on 
Feb.  18,  1922.  Her  sister  Martha 
was  born  several  years  later.  This 
happy  family  served  their  commu- 
nity and  their  church  by  their  con- 
sistent support  and  by  their  faithful 
service  and  example  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mary  Beth  attended  the  local 
schools  and  upon  graduation  from 
Spring  City  High  School  entered 
Juniata  College.  Here  she  met 
Charles  Bieber  and  romance.  The 
couple  were  married  in  the  Royers- 
ford  church  on  June  24,  1944.  Mary 
Beth  graduated  from  Juniata  in 
1943,  when  she  received  her  B.S. 
degree  in  elementary  education. 
For  several  years  she  taught  in  the 
schools  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa. 
After  their  marriage  the  Biebers  at- 
tended Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
in  Chicago  and  while  awaiting  pas- 
sage to  Africa  they  served  the 
church  in  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Into  the  family  have  been  born 
three  children,  Laurien  George, 
Dale  Ernest,  and  Bonnie  Ruth. 

Mary  Beth  grew  up  in  the  church. 
From  the  time  she  was  a  small  baby 
her  parents  took  her  to  Sunday 
school  and  church  services.  It  was 
quite  natural  for  her  to  want  to 
join  the  church  at  an  early  age.  Bro. 
Quincy  Holsopple  administered  the 
rites  of  baptism.  She  served  her 
home  church  as  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  later  as  a  minister's 
wife.   Her  husband  was  ordained  to 


the  ministry  in  the  Royersford 
church  on  Nov.  4,  1945,  by  Ross  D. 
Murphy  and  her  pastor,  and  she  en- 
tered into  the  responsibilities  of  a 
minister's  wife.  The  major  concern 
of  her  family  has  always  been  in 
the  interest  of  the  church  and  so  it 
was  natural  for  Mary  Beth  to  choose 
some  form  of  Christian  service  as 
her  life  work. 

The  influence  of  such  people  as 
her  cousin,  H.  Stover  Kulp  of  Africa, 
Ida  Shumaker  of  India,  and  the 
pastors  of  her  childhood,  the  Quincy 
Holsopples,  has  been  paramount  in 
helping  her  shape  her  decision  to 
serve  Christ  and  the  church  on  the 
mission  field  of  Northern  Nigeria. 

After  due  consideration  and  after 


the  completion  of  the  necessary 
schoolwork,  this  couple  was  con- 
secrated to  the  cause  of  the  Africa 
mission  field  at  the  Ocean  Grove 
Conference  in  1949.  The  education- 
al training  of  Mary  Beth  and  the 
medical  and  ministerial  training  of 
Charles  ought  to  make  them  valu- 
able servants  of  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions. The  wholehearted  consecration 
of  these  vital  souls  to  Christ  give 
them  real  concern  for  the  people 
whom  they  serve.  Their  happy  home 
life  may  well  be  an  example  for 
the  people  of  their  chosen  field.  We 
pray  God's  guidance  and  his  con- 
tinued inspiration  for  these  noble 
young  people  as  they  leave  their 
home  for  another  land. 


Loose  Him!   Let  Him  Go! 


H.  Spenser  Minnich 

Elgin,  Illinois 


IN  INDIA  many  people  sleep 
shrouded  from  head  to  foot  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  un- 
welcome attention  of  insects.  Many 
also  lie  on  the  sidewalks  and  city 
streets  and  appear  almost  like 
corpses.  When  they  sally  forth  at 
dawn,  draped  in  the  sheet  in  which 
they  have  slept,  they  have,  if  pos- 
sible, an  even  more  sepulchral  ap- 
pearance. 

During  the  earthly  ministry  of 
Jesus,  Lazarus  died  and  was  raised 
to  life.  When  Lazarus  came  forth 
from  the  tomb  with  hands  and  feet 
bound  with  grave  clothes  and  face 
bound  about  with  a  napkin,  Jesus, 
turning  to  his  disciples,  said,  "Loose 


him  and  let  him  go!" 

This  is  a  parable  of  India's  need 
today.  Many  Christians  so  fully  sur- 
rounded by  idol  worshiping  neigh- 
bors shuffle  along  on  a  low  spiritual 
level.  Their  neighbors  not  even 
knowing  Christ  have  still  greater 
need. 

Your  missionaries  are  faithfully 
heeding  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
"Loose  him  and  let  him  go."  When 
you  are  invited  to  give  to  the  world 
work  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
it  is  as  if  Jesus  turns  to  a  modern 
disciple  and  says,  "Loose  these  In- 
dian people  and  let  them  go." 
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I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


Ralph  E.  White 

Pastor,  First  Church,  Roanoke,  Virginia 


DR.  O.  F.  BLACKWELDER  sug- 
gests four  things  to  keep  a 
glow  in  the  ministry.  One  of 
the  four  is  to  re-examine  the  mo- 
tives for  entering  the  ministry.  This 
article  may  be  taken  as  a  case  study 
of  one  who  is  doing  that.  There 
is  no  attempt  to  give  any  exhaustive 
treatment;  it  is  just  to  state  the 
things  which  appeal  to  me.  I  came 
into  the  pastoral  ministry  through 
a  side  door  rather  than  through 
the  front  door.  I  became  a  pastor 
without  intending  to  do  so,  but  if 
I  could  do  it  all  over  again,  I  would 
still  choose  the  pastoral  ministry. 
I  decided  to  be  a  minister  and 
teacher  when  I  came  into  the  church 
at  eight  years  of  age.  When  I  was 
elected  to  the  ministry  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  I  had  to  make  a  choice 
again.  I  came  from  a  small  village 
church  and,  on  the  same  Saturday 
in  which  the  council  meeting  of  the 
church  called  me,  a  businessman 
offered  to  send  me  to  school  if  I 
would  become  a  lawyer.  It  was  not 
particularly  difficult  to  choose  and 
I  have  always  been  glad  for  the 
choice  which  I  made  then.  Through 
the  years  I  carried  a  twofold  pur- 
pose— being  a  teacher  and  a  minis- 
ter. All  through  my  school  days,  I 
selected  courses  which  would  fit  me 
for  both  professions.  However,  I 
did  not  expect  to  be  a  pastor;  I 
expected  to  be  a  missionary.  It  was 
because  the  secretary  of  the  General 
Mission  Board  insisted  that  it  was 
easier  to  get  people  to  go  to  India 
than  it  was  to  get  them  to  go  to 
the  section  of  the  United  States 
from  which  I  had  come,  the  South, 
that  I  was  willing  to  become  a  home 
mission    pastor    in    the    place    of    a 
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missionary.  The  years  which  fol- 
lowed have  only  been  a  continua- 
tion of  what  I  began  then.  If  I 
had  it  to  do  over,  I  would  still 
decide  to  be  a  pastor. 

The  pastorate  offers  opportunities 
to  work  with  people.  Going  to  con- 
ferences and  meetings  is  my  favorite 
recreation.  I  like  to  be  with  people. 
Human  material  is  the  most  price- 
less and  the  most  imperishable  of 
which  I  know.  A  pastor  works  not 
with  things  so  much  as  with  people. 
Then  he  is  working  on  the  highest 
level  of  life  —  the  spiritual  level. 
The  sorrows  of  the  ministry  have 
been  overstated.  It  is  true  that  a 
pastor  has  to  "weep  with  them  that 
weep,"  but  he  is  also  permitted  to 
"rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice." 
Because  people  are  never  the  same, 
no  two  days  in  the  parsonage  are 
alike.  The  minister  has  to  be  a 
quick  change  artist.  He  must  be 
able  to  comfort  the  sorrowing  and 
to  cross  the  street  and  take  part 
in  a  wedding.  There  is  never  a 
dull   moment. 

The  pastorate  is  a  challenge  to 
use  all  one's  powers.  Psychologists 
say  that  you  could  have  done  a 
number  of  things  well.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  finding  the  thing  which 
would  challenge  your  best.  One  of 
the  tasks  in  choosing  a  lifework 
is  to  select  the  thing  which  will 
challenge  you  to  give  all  that  you 
have,  and  the  pastorate  will  do  that. 
Into  what  profession  could  you  go 
where  you  could  use  the  abilities  of 
a  student,  a  speaker,  an  executive, 
a  musician,  an  artist,  an  educator, 
a  social  worker,  a  farmer,  a  recrea- 
tional director,  a  counselor  and 
many  others?  One  grows  because 
he  uses  his  powers. 

The   pastorate    challenges   one    to 


read  and  to  study.  All  my  life  I 
have  loved  to  read.  I  come  from 
such  a  family.  My  grandmother 
who  was  a  teacher  in  the  South 
before  the  war  between  the  States 
could  read  past  mealtime  and  never 
know  it.  I  like  a  profession  in  which 
there  is  some  opportunity  to  read 
and  to  study.  Someone  has  said 
that  the  minister  who  is  not  a  good 
student  is  not  of  the  apostolic  suc- 
cession. We  are  of  the  Pauline  tra- 
dition. He  outlived,  outloved  and 
outthought  the  heathen  world  of  his 
day,  and  unless  one  enjoys  such 
activities,  he  would  not  be  happy 
in  the  ministry.  It  has  been  a  pleas- 
ure to  me  "to  study  the  word  of 
God  in  the  morning  and  door  plates 
in  the  afternoon." 

There  are  great  rewards  in  the 
pastorate.  Some  years  ago  the  edi- 
tor of  a  Southern  newspaper  was 
traveling  on  the  train.  He  saw  a 
man  coming  down  the  aisle  whom 
he  recognized  as  a  former  minister 
now  in  business.  The  editor  invited 
him  to  share  a  seat  and  to  tell  how 
things  were  going.  The  businessman 
told  of  his  nice  home,  good  salary 
and  the  advantages  which  his  chil- 
dren enjoyed.  Finally,  the  editor 
asked,  "Do  you  like  it?"  The  an- 
swer was,  "These  things  are  but 
as  dust  and  ashes  to  me  compared 
to  the  years  back  in  my  ministry." 
In  spite  of  all  that  is  said  about 
preaching,  a  pastor  is  aware  that 
it  does  change  life.  Many  years  ago 
Monica  took  her  profligate  son  Au- 
gustine to  hear  a  preacher  by  the 
name  of  Ambrose.  Now  we  call 
Augustine  a  saint  and  still  read  his 
books  even  after  the  centuries  be- 
cause of  what  preaching  helped  to 
do.  .  One  of  the  rewards  of  the  pas- 
torate is  to  see  that  it  really  counts. 


Thinking  About  the  News 

During  Ihe  week  of  Oct.  8  advertisements  in  11.000  newspapers  and 
thirty  national  magazines,  supplemented  by  spot  announcements  on  ihe 
radio,  presented  the  case  of  the  American  Medical  Association  against 
compulsory  health  insurance.  This  campaign  cost  the  AMA  more  than 
$1,000,000  and  represented  the  work  of  what  has  been  called  the  "biggest 
open  lobby  in  the  nation's  capital." 

In  many  local  papers  the  AMA  ads  were  scheduled  to  appear  with 
"tie-in"  ads  by  drug  companies,  insurance  plans,  and  even  by  political 
parties  supporting  a  particular  candidate. 

When  Brethren  are  given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  or  against  any 
plan  of  compulsory  health  insurance,  they  will  want  to  know  as  much  as 
they  can  learn  about  both  sides  of  the  issue.  Already  two  Brethren  physi- 
cians have  expressed  themselves  in  this  paper.  Other  readers  have  given 
their  views.  The  above-stated  facts,  not  generally  made  public  by  news- 
papers, will  help  our  readers  to  see  the  issue  in  its  proper  perspective. 

The  unfortunate  aspect  of  this  controversy  over  so-called  socialized 
medicine — and  the  part  that  may  be  of  most  concern  to  Christians — is  that 
health  has  become  a  political  football.  The  resources  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  might  better  be  used  to  encourage  the  expansion  of 
school  health  services  and  to  support  and  enlarge  the  training  facilities  of 
our  medical  schools.  With  the  army  drafting  doctors,  the  shortage  of 
doctors  becomes  an  even  greater  danger  to  the  welfare  of  America. 

Recently  a  young  Brethren  doctor  left  his  home  and  a  good  practice 
to  serve  as  a  physician  under  the  United  Nations  in  Korea.  There  are 
others  who  would  be  eager  to  serve  on  mission  fields  and  in  areas  of  great 
physical  suffering,  if  they  can  be  helped  with  their  training  and  if  they 
can  be  spared  in  their  home  communities.  If  the  high  standards  of  Chris- 
tian service  can  be  allowed  to  guide  medical  associations,  government 
departments  and  a  Christian  citizenry,  we  can  have  a  healthy  nation  and 
we  can  minister  to  the  diseased  and  the  suffering  abroad. 


Around  the  World 

Christian  Youth  of  Japan  Active 
in  Evangelism 

Christian  youth  in  Japan  are  ac- 
tive in  evangelistic  efforts  and  are 
taking  a  stand  against  the  principles 
of  communism,  according  to  Daniel 
A.  Poling,  president  of  the  World's 
Christian  Endeavor  Union,  who  is 
on  a  mission  to  the  Orient. 

In  a  report  Dr.  Poling  states  that 
a  Christian  Endeavor  Manifesto  of 
young  Japanese  includes  in  its  dec- 
laration the  statement,  "We  believe 
in  Christ,  our  Savior,  who  was  sent 
as  the  highest  manifestation  of 
God's  love  for  the  redemption  of 
the  sin  of  the  world  and  we  reject 
all  kinds  of  atheistic,  antireligious 
materialism." 

Leland    Foster    Wood    Retires    as 
Secretary    of    Federal    Council 

Commission 

Announcement  has  been  made  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Cavert,  general  secre- 
tary of  the  Federal  Council,  of  the 
retirement  at  the  end  of  1950  of 
Dr.  Leland  Foster  Wood.  Dr.  Wood 
has  been  for  eighteen  years  secre- 
tary of  the  commission  on  marriage 
and  the  home. 


As  secretary  of  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil commission,  Dr.  Wood  has  lec- 
tured on  family  life  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  He  has  also  pub- 
lished several  books  that  have  had 
wide  reading,  among  them  Harmony 
in  Marriage,  Pastoral  Counseling  in 
Family  Relationships  and  Beatitudes 
for  the   Family. 

Awards  for  Bravery  in  Peacetime 
Pursuits 

Two  hundred  heroes  of  industry 
and  labor  have  received  awards  of 
the  London  Daily  Herald's  special 
medal  and  certificate  since  the  plan 
was  announced  in  1923.  Little  pub- 
licized outside  of  Great  Britain,  the 
award  is  regarded  by  workers  as 
a  recognition  of  bravery  in  peace- 
time pursuits,  whereas  many  of  the 
more  conventional  awards  conferred 
by  the  government  are  usually  in 
the  military  sphere.  In  the  twenty- 
seven  years  of  the  project's  exist- 
ence medals  have  been  granted  to 
heroes  from  twenty-six  trade  unions 
and  thirty-six  different  industries. 

On  the  front  of  the  medal  St. 
Christopher  is  depicted,  bearing  the 
Christ   Child   on  his  shoulder.    The 


text  of  the  certificate  refers  to  "a 
brave  men  who,  in  a  moment  of 
peril,  thought  more  of  others  than 
himself."   (WP) 

German  Code  Bans  Coercion 

A  formal  ban  on  all  forms  of 
physical  and  mental  coercion  will 
be  included  among  the  provisions 
of  the  new  West  German  criminal 
code.  Hypnotism,  truth  drugs,  third 
degree  methods  and  similar  at- 
tempts to  wring  confessions  from 
unco-operative  suspects  will  be 
outlawed. 

The  code,  now  being  drafted,  rep- 
resents a  radical  departure  from 
the  barbarous  methods  of  the  Ges- 
tapo. It  is  designed,  according  to  a 
Hamburg  paper,  to  be  one  of  the 
most  humane  and  progressive  stat- 
utes of  its  kind  in  Europe.  Any 
confession  obtained  in  violation  of 
the  new  principles  will  be  thrown 
out  of  court.  (WP) 

Relief  Supplies  Now  Being  Dis- 
tributed in  Korea 

Over  a  million  pounds  of  relief 
materials  are  now  being  distributed 
by  a  Church  World  Service  team 
in  Korea,  according  to  a  statement 
from  Church  World  Service  head- 
quarters in  New  York.  In  addition, 
$100,000  worth  of  cotton,  clothing, 
bandages,  shoes  and  food  is  being 
provided  the  UN  relief  forces  work- 
ing in  Korea. 

Dr.  Appenzeller,  newly  appointed 
CWS  director  for  Korea,  stated  in 
his  report,  "We  have  organized  in 
Korea,  under  the  direction  of  Ed- 
ward Adams,  the  CWS  field  repre- 
sentative, with  a  nucleus  of  four 
pastors,  the  Christian  Church  Serv- 
ice Group.  They  are  working  with- 
out salary.  They  are  pledged  to  use 
no  relief  supplies  personally  that 
are  not  specifically  designated  for 
them."  The  hospital  doctor  has 
made  two  trips  to  the  refugee 
camps,  treating  200-300  patients 
each  trip.  Because  of  the  numbers, 
treatments  have  been  limited  to 
babies.  More  than  300,000  refugees 
are  scattered  over  three  or  four 
miles  along  a  mountain  stream. 

Conference  of  the  Churches  in  the 
Latin  Countries  Denounces  the 
Denial  of  Religious  Liberty 

In  September  delegates  from  the 
Protestant  churches  in  Latin  coun- 
tries were  called  together  in  Italy 
by  the  department  of  interchurch 
aid  and  service  to  refugees  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  These 
delegates  examined  the  situation  of 
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minority  churches  in  several  coun- 
tries in  western  Europe  and  then 
denounced  emphatically  the  denial 
of  religious  liberty  or  the  various 
obstacles  placed  in  its  path  in  cer- 
tain countries. 

The  conference  reaffirmed  the 
declaration  of  the  Amsterdam  As- 
sembly on  the  following  four  points: 

1.  Every  person  has  the  right  to 
determine  his  own  faith  and  creed. 

2.  Every  person  has  the  right  to 
express  his  religious  beliefs  in  wor- 
ship, teaching  and  practice,  and  to 
proclaim  the  implications  of  his  be- 
liefs for  relationships  in  a  social  and 
political  community. 

3.  Every  person  has  a  right  to 
associate  with  others  and  to  organ- 
ize with  them  for  religious  purposes. 

4.  Every  religious  organization, 
formed  or  maintained  in  accordance 
with  the  rights  of  individual  per- 
sons, has  the  right  to  determine  its 
policies  and  practices  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  its  chosen  purposes. 

The  members  of  the  conference 
felt  that  the  question  of  religious 
freedom  is  by  no  means  merely  one 
of  legal  guarantees,  but  rather  one 
of  spiritual  attitude,  convention  and 
public  morality. 

Another  Church  Body  Approves 
the  Creation  of  the  National 
Council 

Action  by  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  to  become  a  con- 
stituting member  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  was  hailed  by 
Dr.  Luther  A.  Weigle,  chairman  of 
the  planning  committee,  as  "another 
important  step  to  strengthen  the 
united  impact  of  Christian  forces 
in  the  nation."  This  church  was  the 
twenty-eighth  church  body  to  ap- 
prove the  formation  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Leaders  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  said  the  decision  to  become 
a  voting  member  of  the  National 
Council  marks  the  church's  first 
venture  into  full  membership  in 
such  a  co-operative  American  Prot- 
estant agency. 


Brotherhood  News 

Resolutions      From     Northeastern 
Ohio  District  Meeting 

The  Northeastern  Ohio  district 
conference  met  in  the  Olivet  church, 
Aug.  29-31.  Out  of  this  meeting 
came  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  To  encourage  more  of  the  total 
membership  of  the  church  to  engage 
in    personal    devotion    and    family 


prayer  as  a  means  of  deepening  the 
spiritual  life. 

2.  To  enlist  the  membership  to 
give  their  Christian  witness  through 
personal  evangelism,  so  that  the  lost 
in  our  communities  be  led  to  accept 
Christ  as  their  Savior. 

3.  To  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
others  regardless  of  nationality, 
color  or  creed  and,  because  of  our 
love  for  Christ  and  all  mankind,  to 
share  of  our  spiritual  and  material 
wealth. 

4.  To  give  our  personal  witness 
as  a  consecrated  Christian  to  our 
fellow  workers  whether  in  the  work 
of  a  farmer,  factory  worker,  busi- 
nessman, teacher  or  minister. 

5.  To  accept  our  responsibility  in 


the  stewardship  of  time  and  money 
in  order  that  the  values  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  make  a  greater  impact 
upon  the  total  society  in  which  we 
live. 

6.  To  develop  a  stronger  Christian 
fellowship  within  the  church,  so 
that  the  individual  and  the  church 
may  grow  in  Christian  life. 

7.  That  at  this  critical  period  in 
the  world,  we  uphold  the  ideals  of 
peace  and  encourage  our  young  peo- 
ple to  follow  the  example  and  teach- 
ings of  Christ. 

8.  To  give  our  support  to  the  total 
work  of  the  Brotherhood,  so  that  the 
church  may  best  serve  mankind. 

Committee:  Dale  Gibboney,  Mrs. 
Merle  Griner,  Mildred  Young. 


'How  Do  You  Talk  About  People?' 
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The  word  "barbarian"  was  coined 
by  the  early  Greeks  as  a  name  for 
foreigner.  To  the  Greek  ear,  any 
other  language  sounded  outlandish, 
full  of  babbling.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  as  the  wonderful  Greek  culture 
declined  and  that  of  the  "barbar- 
ians" advanced,  the  Greeks  went 
right  on  employing  the  offensive 
term,  little  realizing  the  harm  it  did. 

Some  of  us  in  this  modern  age  are 
doing  the  same  thing.  Once  at  a 
United  Nations  Assembly  in  Paris, 
Senator  Warren  Austin  used  the 
word  "Oriental"  to  denote  a  special 
form  of  trickery.  This  sort  of  care- 
lessness, castigating  as  evil  a  whole 
section  of  the  world's  people,  is  no 
worse,  but  certainly  no  better,  than 
the  Latin  American  use  of  "gringos" 
or  "yanquis"  for  all  North  Ameri- 
cans, or  the  sweeping  and  sneering 
references  of  the  Soviet  propagan- 
dists to  "Anglo-Saxon  warmongers." 

Opprobrious  epithets  of  people 
who  are  not  exactly  like  ourselves 
are  much  like  other  commodities — 
they  are  cheaper  by  wholesale. 
That  is  to  say,  it  is  a  cheap  business 
to  apply  a  general  term  to  a  whole 
people,  race,  nationality  or  sector  of 
the  globe.  The  truth  is,  of  course, 
that  no  such  thing  exists  as  an  "Ori- 
ental mind,"  belonging  to  every- 
body in  some  Far  Eastern  race  or 
country.  No  such  thing  exists  any- 
where. Individuals,  groups,  may 
have  special  characteristics,  some- 
times ugly,  sometimes  saintly.  But 
it  is  only  the  ignorant  or  thought- 
less, or  those  unable  to  break  away 
from  expressions  they  learned  years 
ago,  who  repeat  these  vague  and  un- 
scientific generalizations. 

At  present,  in  a  critical  stage  of 
world  relations,  it  is  particularly 
bad  when  otherwise  civilized  people 
use  old  terms  that  are  offensive  to 


others  with  whom  we  must  get 
along.  There  is  a  story  about  the 
congressman  who,  during  World 
War  II,  was  talking  with  the  Chi- 
nese ambassador.  As  they  parted,  I 
the  white  politico  said  to  his  yellow 
friend,  "Don't  worry.  Those  Japs 
are  still  strong,  but  we'll  beat  thej 
yellowbellies  yet." 

When    we    react    with    prejudice! 
against  others,  it  is  sometimes  due 
to  an  unwitting  fear  of  strangeness.  I 
A  test  was  made  in  eight  Eastern  I 
U.S.  colleges  to  find  the  attitudes  off 
600    students    toward    49    different) 
groups,     such     as     atheist,     Roman 
Catholic,  Latvian,  Arab,  Swiss,  etc. 
Included  purposely  in  the  forty- nine  I 
groups    were   three   which    had   no 
reality    whatever    for    the    students) 
tested.    These   were  Danireans,   Pi- 
reneans   and   Wallonians.    The   test! 
was  revealing.    On  an  average,  the 
students  showed  just  as  much  un- 
willingness to  associate  with   these 
three     groups,     about    which    they 
knew    nothing,    as    with    the    other 
groups  of  most  unpopularity. 

On  some  levels,  all  the  same, 
wonderful  progress  is  being  made. 
I  happened  to  take  the  first  course 
in  race  relations  ever  given  in 
American  college.  We  were  Chi- 
nese, Japanese,  Yanks,  Negra 
"Yanks,"  various  Europeans,  Jews 
and  whatnot,  and  we  had  a  line 
time  together.  Bui  it  was  experi- 
mental. Today,  according  to  a  sur- 
vey made  by  Chicago  University,) 
293  colleges  are  offering  1,580  such 
courses.  And  by  no  means  is  the 
collegiate  approach  of  top  impor- 
tance; new  attitudes  are  developing 
in  shop,  sport,  church,  the  lowei 
school  and  community.  On  the  othei 
hand,  these  careless  ways  of  speed 
still  intrude  to  make  their  specia 
trouble.  (Worldover  Press) 


Anniversaries 

and  Weddings 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Crites  of  Live  Oak, 
Calif.,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary July  12,  1950,  with  open  house. 


Albert  Crites  and  Martha  Irene  Ash  were 
married  in  a  sod  house  near  York,  N.  Dak. 
Their  early  married  life  was  spent  on  a 
government  homestead  which  they  had 
filed  claim  for  before  their  marriage.  Bro. 
Crites  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  Minot  dis- 
trict court,  N.  Dak.,  for  four  years.  In 
1911  they  moved  to  Live  Oak,  where  they 
have  lived  since. 

They  were  baptized  into  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1900.  That  same  year  they 
subscribed  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  and 
their  subscription  has  never  run  out  since 
that  time.  They  were  elected  to  the  dea- 
con's office  soon  after  their  marriage  and 
have  served  the  church  to  the  best  of  their 
ability.  Sister  Crites  has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  women's  work  and  Bro. 
Crites  has  been  active  as  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  song  leader,  having  begun  to 
teach  in  singing  schools  in  1895.  They  are 
known  for  their  persevering  efforts  in  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom. 

They  have  seven  children:  Francis  J. 
of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Hazel  Harper  of 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Mary  Rollins  of 
Richmond,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Margaret  Leonard 
of  Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  Marvin  A.  of  Gridley, 
Calif.,  M.  Laverne  of  Dixon,  Calif.,  and 
Clinton  D.  of  Houston,  Texas.  They  also 
have  twelve  grandchildren  and  one  great- 
grandchild.—Mrs.  W.  I.  Liskey,  Raisin, 
Calif. 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Hylton  observed  their 
fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  with  a  recep- 
tion at  the  family  home  in  Moscow,  Idaho, 


with  over  a  hundred  friends  and  relatives 
in  attendance. 

Ed  Hylton  and  Jennie  Weeks  were  mar- 
ried June  9,  1900,  in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  by 
Annis  Harman.  They  were  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Floyd,  Va.,  be- 
fore coming  to  Idaho.  They  have  been 
members  of  the  Moscow  church  since  1912. 

The  couple  have  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  They  are  Jewell  and  Golden, 
both  of  Moscow,  Junior  of  Spokane,  Wash., 
Mrs.  Zula  Cossart  and  Mrs.  Opal  Froman, 
both  of  Moscow,  Mrs.  Ruby  Dechamp  of 
Harvard,  Idaho,  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Green- 
wood of  Spokane,  Wash.  They  also  have 
several  grandchildren  and  great-grand- 
children.—Mrs.  Robert  H.  Lyon,  Moscow, 
tdaho. 


Sixly-third  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  Stookey  of  Olym- 
pia,  Wash.,  celebrated  their  sixty-third 
wedding  anniversary  on  Sept.  24,  with  open 
house  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  N. 
Thomas.  Seventy-five  relatives  and  friends 
called  to  honor  the  couple  with  congratu- 
lations, gifts,  cards  and  lovely  flowers. 

Sherman  Stookey  and  Elizabeth  Carson 
were  married  Sept.  22,  1887,  in  the  home 
of  J.  L.  Meyers,  who  was  the  minister  in 
Colchester,  111.  Bro.  Stookey  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  while  a  young  man  and 
served  the  Camp  Creek  congregation  in 
Illinois  until   1902. 

With  his  family  and  four  other  families, 
he  then  moved  to  northern  Idaho  settling 
near  Teakean.  This  group  was  the  nuc- 
leus of  the  Clearwater  church.  Worship 
services  were  held  in  a  schoolhouse  until 
a  church  house  could  be  built.  Bro.  Stookey 
served  as  the  minister  of  the  Clearwater 
church  until  1911,  when  the  family  moved 
to  Centralia,  Wash.  A  year  later  he  moved 
to  Olympia,  Wash.,  where  they  have  since 
resided  with  the  exception  of  one  year  at 
Moscow,    Idaho. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stookey  are  well  past 
eighty  years  and  both  are  in  reasonably 
good  health,  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves and  their  garden. 

They  have  three  children,  ten  grand- 
children and  thirteen  great-grandchildren. 
—Albert  Hollinger,  Olympia,  Wash. 


Anderson-Alley.— Robert  L.  Anderson  of 
Mt.  Union,  Pa.,  and  Thelma  K.  Alley  of 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  in  the  Stone  church, 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  June  4,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Howard  L.  Alley,  Huntingdon, 
Pa. 

Beach-Myers. — James  Eyer  Beach  and 
Winifred  Mae  Myers,  both  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
Sept.  3,  1950,  in  the  Eastwood  church.  Ak- 
ron, Ohio,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  G.  K.  Beach.— Wilmer  A.  Petry,  Ak- 
ron, Ohio. 

Carler-Baber. — George  W.  Carter  of 
Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  and  Ellen  F.  Baber 
of  Crimora,  Va.,  in  the  Forest  Chapel 
church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Bro.  B.  B.  Garber. — Virgil  V. 
Brallier,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Carier-Lenlz. — Wayne  E.  Carter  and 
Margaret  L.  Lentz,  both  of  McFarland, 
church,  Aug.  5,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
John  I.  Coffman,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Clark-Shoemaker. — Willis  Clark,  Jr.,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  Barbara  Shoe- 
maker of  Lake  Odessa,  Mich.,  in  the 
Thornapple  church,  Mich.,  May  18,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned.— Carl  H.  Welch,  Lake 
Odessa,  Mich. 

Craig-Blocher. — Richard  N.  Craig  of 
Clarksville,  Mich.,  and  Elizabeth  June 
Blocher  of  Alto,  Mich.,  Sept.  18,  1950,  in 
the  Cedar  Lake  church,  Ind.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—Ralph  L.  Fry,  Auburn,  Ind. 

Eldridge-Penland. — Donald  Eldridge  of 
Kendallville,  Ind.,  and  Deloris  Penland  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  Aug.  13,  1950,  in  the  Cedar 
Lake  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned.T— 
Ralph  L.  Fry,  Auburn,  Ind. 

Estes-Terrell. — Ervin  O.  Estes  of  Cri- 
mora, Va.,  and  Ruby  F.  Terrell  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  in  the  bride's  home,  July  1, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Virgil  V.  Bral- 
lier, Waynesboro,  Va. 

Fulk-Hicks.— Garland  R.  Fulk  of  Fulks 
Run,  Va.,  and  Gloria  J.  Hicks  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  in  the  Waynesboro  church,  Sept. 
16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Virgil  V. 
Brallier,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Grogg-Dickenson. — Minor  O.  Grogg  of 
Singers  Glen,  Va.,  and  Agnes  Dickenson 
of  Hinton,  Va.,  Sept.  23,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Edward  K.  Zieg- 
ler,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Guise-Benson. — Edward  J.  Guise  and 
Judith  Lee  Benson,  both  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
Sept.  10,  1950,  in  the  Eastwood  church,  Ak- 
ron, by  the  undersigned. — Wilmer  A.  Petry, 
Akron,   Ohio. 

Kooniz-Tomey. — Gene  R.  Koontz  and 
Betty  Lee  Tomey,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Va., 
in  the  Waynesboro  church,  Aug.  20,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Virgil  V.  Brallier, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Lawrence-Harschlip. — Ray  Lawrence  and 
Shirley  Harschlip,  both  of  Mondovi,   Wis., 


in  the  Chippewa  Valley  church  parsonage. 
Sept  23,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Donald 
G.  Holsopple,  Mondovi,  Wis. 

Leffel-Holl. — Larry  Leffel  and  Carolyn 
Holl,  June  10,  1950,  in  the  Walnut  Street 
church,  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  by  the 
undersigned. — R.  H.  Miller.  North  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

Melvin-Jackson. — Harold  L.  Melvin  of 
Troy,  Ohio,  and  Jeannitta  Jean  Jackson  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  in  the  Pleasant  HiU 
church,  Sept.  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Dean  L.  Frantz,   Pleasant  Hill,   Ohio. 

Miller-Dearing. — Gene  Miller  and  Eloise 
Dearing,  both  of  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  July 
11,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home — 
J.  Oliver  Dearing,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Miller-Widder. — Richard  W.  Miller  and 
Corda  D.  Widder,  both  of  Louisville,  Ohio, 
in  the  Freeburg  parsonage,  Sept.  27,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Dale  E.  Gibboney, 
Paris,  Ohio. 

Moomaw-Bowman. — William  H.  Moomaw 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Rosalie  Ann  Bowman 
of  Troutville,  Va.,  in  the  Daleville  church, 
Aug.  26,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Roy  D. 
Boaz,  Cloverdale,  Va. 

Moores-Wilcox. — Ralph  Moores  and  Imo- 
gene  Wilcox,  both  of  Hollansburg,  Ohio, 
Sept.  2,  1950,  in  the  Cedar  Grove  parson- 
age, by  the  undersigned. — C.  O.  Brubaker, 
Hollansburg,  Ohio. 

Munshaur-Bollinger. — Lawrence  R.  Mun- 
shaur  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  and  Naomi 
Ruth  Bollinger  of  Westminster,  Md.,  Sept. 
23,  1950,  in  the  Westminster  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  West- 
minster, Md. 

Nicholson-Merrbach. — Richard  G.  Nichol- 
son and  Mary  Catharine  Merrback,  Sept.  2, 
1950,  in  the  Washington,  D.  C,  City  church, 
by  the  undersigned. — DeWitt  L.  Miller, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Paxish-Midkiff.— George  T.  Parish  and 
Elsie  T.  Midkiff,  both  of  Berwyn,  Md.,  in 
the  University  Park  church,  Hyattsville, 
Md.,  Aug.  27,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Lee  A.  Weaver,  Hyattsville,  Md. 

Petry-Hunl.— Robert  Petry  of  Hollans- 
burg, Ohio,  and  Mary  Katherine  Hunt  of 
Lynn,  Ind.,  Aug.  25,  1950,  in  the  Beech 
Grove  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Dolar  Ritchey,  Hollansburg,  Ohio. 

Pelry-James. — Carroll  M.  Petry  and  Mar- 
garet Mayo  James,  both  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
Aug.  20,  1950,  in  the  Eastwood  church,  Ak- 
ron, by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Breth- 
ren C.  H.  Petry  and  Elden  M.  Petry. — 
Wilmer  A.  Petry,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Pickering-Baxter. — Harold  Pickering  and 
Phyllis  Baxter,  both  of  Lima,  Ohio,  in  the 
Lima  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Paul 
Thompson,   Lima,   Ohio. 

Pleasants-Burnett. — John  F.  Pleasants 
and  Delores  F.  Burnett,  both  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  in  the  Waynesboro  church,  May 
27,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Virgil  B. 
Brallier,  Waynesboro,  Va. 

Pratt-Reeves. — Ralph  R.  Pratt  of  Akron, 
Ind.,  and  Jessie  A.  Reeves  of  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  in  the  Walnut  church,  Sept.  17,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Rhett  R.  Petcher,  Ar- 
gos,  Ind. 

Schrock-Morningsiar.  —  Lawrence  J. 
Schrock  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  and  Alta 
May  Morningstar  of  Howe,  Ind.,  in  the 
English  Prairie  church.,  Aug.  27,  1950,  by 
the  bride's  father,  the  undersigned. — Cecil 
L.  Morningstar,  Howe,  Ind. 

Sink-Booth.— Clifton  H.  Sink  of  Clifton 
Forge,  Va.,  and  Ruth  E.  Booth  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the  Ninth  Street  par- 
sonage, by  the  undersigned. — Ralph  E. 
Shober,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Smith-Corson. — Donald  E.  Smith  and 
Alice  H.  Corson  of  Lima,  Ohio,  in  the 
Pleasant  View  church,  July  23,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.— Edgar  E.  Petry,  Lima,  Ohio. 
Siivenson-Woodman. — Wilbert  Stivenson 
and  Julia  Woodman,  both  of  Natrona 
Heights,  Pa.,  in  the  Natrona  Heights 
church,  June  10,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Arthur  L.  Rummel,  Natrona  Heights,  Pa. 
Warner-Simmons. — Norman  Warner  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  and  Phyllis  Simmons  of 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  the  Eversole 
church,  Sept.  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. 
— J.   Oliver   Dearing,   New  Lebanon,   Ohio. 
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Obituaries 


Ada  C.  Fagan 

Ada,  daughter  of  Jacob  E.  and  Emma 
Yoder  Correll,  was  born  in  Sabetha,  Kan- 
sas, July  16,  1895,  and  died  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  Sept.  20,  1950.  Her  early  childhood 
years  were  spent  on  a  farm  near  Sabetha. 
In  1907  the  family  moved  to  a  farm  near 
Buckeye,   Kansas. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years,  she  became 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Buckeye.  She  graduated  from  McPher- 
son  College  and  completed  two  years  of 
work  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  She 
taught  school  in  Kansas  and  at  Magnolia 
School  for  Spanish  children  in  California. 
She  spent  one  summer  as  a  volunteer  pas- 
tor at  the  Granada  and  Buckeye  churches, 
Kansas.  Later  she  served  the  Buckeye 
church  for  five  years.  Under  her  leader- 
ship the  church  grew  in  size  and  in 
spirituality.  Her  radiant  Christian  spirit 
inspired  others  to  noble  living  and  co-op- 
erative efiort.  She  led  both  by  word  and 
example. 

In  1935  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Bro.  Lester  R.  Fagan  of  Minneapolis,  Kan- 
sas, who  was  also  a  minister.  The  Fagans 
spent  two  years  in  pastoral  work  in  Ne- 
braska and  then  returned  to  Buckeye, 
where  Ada  again  served  a  year  as  pastor 
of  that  church.  Later,  the  Fagans  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  the  Eden  Valley  church 
near  St.  John,  Kansas. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
sister,  two  brothers  and  a  foster  brother. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Buck- 
eye church  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton  of  Wiley, 
Colo.,  assisted  by  Bro.  Robert  H.  Lloyd 
of  the  Buckeye  church.  Interment  was  in 
the  Buckeye  cemetery. — Harold  G.  Correll, 
Aline,  Okla. 

Clifton  P.  Buckwalier 

Clifton  P.  Buckwalter  died  July  7,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He  united 
with  the  Coventry  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  an  early  age  and  served  the  church  in 
many  ways.  In  recent  years,  he  was  head 
of  the  deacon  board,  a  member  of  the  pas- 
toral committee,  head  usher  and  a  member 
of  the  church  building  committee.  He  was 
also  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Sunday 
school,  missions  and  Brotherhood,  district, 
and  college  interests. 

In  addition  to  his  services  in  the  local 
church,  Bro.  Buckwalter  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  district.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  district  treasurer  and  treas- 
urer of  the  district  mission  board. 

He  attended  Juniata  College,  graduating 
with  the  class  of  1900.  Most  of  his  adult 
years  were  spent  in  the  employ  of  the 
Citizens  National  Bank,  Pottstown,  Pa., 
where  he  served  as  clerk,  cashier,  presi- 
dent and  director.  He  retired  in  1946  and 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  gardening, 
home,  church  and  community  activities. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Clara  Harley 
Buckwalter;  three  sons,  John,  Harold  and 
Ralph;  one  brother,  J.  Wilmer;  and  five 
grandchildren. 

Memorial  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz 
of  tne  Germantown  church.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  East  Coventry  Mennonite 
cemetery. — D.  Howard  Keiper,  Pottstown, 
Pa. 

Palmer,  Delbert  Robert,  son  of  Howard 
and  Clara  Roberts  Palmer  died  Sept.  19, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  White  Cottage 
church  since  the  age  of  eleven  years.  He 
is  survived  by  his  parents,  his  wife,  and 
one  son.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Bro.  J.  D.  Zigler,  who  had  united  them 
in  marriage  fourteen  years  ago,  assisted 
by  the  undersigned. — H.  P.  Garner,  White 
Cottage,  Ohio. 

Pearson,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Catherine  Wagoner,  was  born  May  12, 
1877,  and  died  Oct.  13,  1950.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Charles  Pearson  on  Feb.  23, 
1901,    and    to    this    union    were    born    four 


children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  daughter  and  one  brother,  who  is  a 
minister.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Fairview  church  for  forty-nine  years.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  aid  society. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pyr- 
mont  church  by  Bro.  Waldo  Kinsel.  Burial 
was  in  the  Pyrmont  cemetery. — Waldo 
Kinsel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Roberts,  Hazel  Powell,  wife  of  Dwight 
Roberts  of  Roseville,  Ohio,  died  Aug.  10, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  For 
nearly  thirty  years  she  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  White 
Cottage.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone  of 
Thornville,  Ohio.— H.  P.  Garner,  White 
Cottage,  Ohio. 

Ruth,  George  W.,  son  of  John  A.  and 
Sarah  King  Ruth,  was  born  near  Table 
Grove,  111.,  Oct.  8,  1882,  and  died  at  the  St. 
Francis  hospital  in  Macomb,  111.,  Sept.  25, 
1950.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life  and  served  the 
church  as  a  deacon  for  many  years.  On 
Oct.  8,  1905,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Cora  Miller,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
seven  children.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
three  daughters,  one  son,  seventeen  grand- 
children, two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Astoria 
church  by  the  pastor,  Homer  Kiracofe.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Woodland  cemetery. — 
Lizzie  Wherley,  Browning,  111. 

Wagenman,  Mildred,  daughter  of  Broth- 
er and  Sister  W.  U.  Wagner,  was  born 
Nov.  14,  1897,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  the  University  of  Chicago  hos- 
pital Sept.  12,  1950.  Early  in  life  she  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  at- 
tended McPherson  College  and  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  June  1920  to  Ira  M.  Wagenman. 
For  about  two  years  she  and  her  husband 
taught  in  Blue  Ridge  College  at  New  Wind- 
sor. For  several  years  she  sang  in  the 
chapel  of  Chicago  University  and  in  one 
of  the  large  churches  of  that  city.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  her  parents  and 
three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Greenville,  Ohio,  by  the  writer  and 
James  M.  Moore. — C.  G.  Hesse,  Greenville, 
Ohio. 

Zumbrun,  Forest  Wilbur,  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Norah  Zumbrun,  was  born  Sept.  9, 
1910,  and  died  Sept.  11,  1950.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jene  Staley  on  Oct.  13, 
1933,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three 
children,  his  mother,  seven  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  He  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  his  youth  and  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Blue  River  church  by  the 
undersigned  and  Bro.  Charles  Light.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Meriam  chapel  cemetery. — 
L.  U.  Kreider,  Columbia   City,  Ind. 
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California 

Glendale. — William  Baxley,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Glendale  Council  of  Prot- 
estant Churches,  spoke  one  morning  re- 
cently. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matson,  missionaries 
in  Palestine  for  fifty  years,  showed  for 
us  their  own  hand-tinted  slides  of  places 
Jesus  knew  and  visited  and  on  Sunday 
evening  they  showed  their  slides  on  the 
life  of  Ruth.  Bro.  Lowell  Brubaker  de- 
livered a  message  on  stewardship.  At  our 
business  meeting  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  On  the  evening  of  Aug. 
13  Mary  Jo  Howell  gave  an  interesting  re- 
port of  her  year  in  volunteer  work  for 
Brethren  Service.  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton  of 
Wiley,  Colo.,  was  a  recent  guest  speaker. 
— Kathryn  M.  Royer,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Illinois 

Panther  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on 
Sept.  10  and  officers  were  elected  for  both 
Sunday  school  and  church.  Bro.  I.  E. 
Small  was  elected  elder.  Two  juniors  and 
two  intermediate  girls  attended  camp. 
Three  of  our  women  attended  the  first 
camp  held  at  Camp  Emmanuel  near  Asto- 


ria. Bro.  Hiatt  and  Bro.  Small  served  as 
our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  Some 
repair  work  will  be  done  on  the  church 
soon.  On  the  morning  of  Sept.  10 
the  Pacific  Garden  Mission  had  charge  of 
the  morning  services  and  showed  the  pic- 
ture, Out  of  the  Night.  Our  harvest  meet- 
ing and  home-coming  will  be  held  Oct.  29, 
with  Bro.  William  Giles  of  Washington  as 
the  guest  speaker  for  both  morning  and 
afternoon  services.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  in  the  evening.  The  writer  is  Mes- 
senger agent  and  correspondent  for  the 
year. — Mrs.   Ira  T.   Hiatt,   Roanoke,   111. 

Indiana 
North  Liberty. — Since  our  last  report,  we 
have  had  messages  brought  to  us  by  Sister 
Clara   K'an,   a   native   of   China,   and   Bro. 
Walter   Keiser,    who    showed   films    of   his 
work  in  Puerto  Rico.    Bro.  Charles  Ober- 
lin    of   Marion    was    the    evangelist   for    a 
one-week  meeting   and   Bro.   Roy  Metzler 
of  South  Bend  conducted  the  song  service. 
Two   groups   of   speech   contestants,   spon- 
sored by  the  local  WCTU,  had  charge  of  an 
evening  service.    The  juniors  recited  Bible 
passages  and  the  young  people  gave  tem- 
perance orations.    Sister  Mabel  Keiser  and 
Sister   Mary   Markley   were   our   delegates 
to  the  district  conference  at  Camp  Mack. 
A  family  night  program  was  held  on  Aug. 
18  for  Brother  and   Sister  Long,  who  are 
moving  to  their  new  home  in  Milford,  Ind. 
Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  on 
Aug.   28.     Sunday-school   and   church   offi- 
cers were  elected.  Bro.  Wayne  Gerdes  was 
elected  elder.    Brethren  Mark  and  Homer 
Schrock  assisted  in  the  service  of  granting 
Bro.    Rodger   Keiser   a   license   to   preach. 
Bro.    Homer    Schrock    became    pastor    on 
Sept.   1.    A  social  fellowship  meeting  was  j 
held  on  Sept.  12  as  a  welcome  to  Brother 
and   Sister   Schrock.     A   group   from   our  j 
church    attended    the    women's    work    re-  [ 
treat  at  Camp  Mack  on   Sept.   13  and  14.  : 
Our   harvest    meeting    was    held    Sept.    17 1 
with    Bro.    Schrock,    the    pastor,    as    the 
speaker    at   both   forenoon    and    afternoon  i 
services.    The  offering  amounted  to  $255. —  j 
Anna  E.  Steele,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Louisiana 

Rosepine. — We  met  in  our  regular  coun-f 
cil  on  Sept.  10  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
new  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.j 
J.  B.  Firestone  was  retained  as  elder  and 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Woodhatch  as  Messenger  agent. 
For  the  past  ten  months  two  very  capable 
young  volunteer  workers,  Oneida  Hainei 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Lavon  Widegren  of| 
Colorado,  have  been  with  us.  These  vol 
unteers  have  accomplished  much  and  hav< 
been  a  spiritual  help  to  our  church  worl 
here  in  this  community.  On  Aug.  20  tw< 
new  volunteer  workers  arrived  to  can 
on  the  work  as  Oneida  and  Lavon  returhei 
to  their  respective  homes.  The  presen 
Volunteer  workers  are  Delores  Hartman  o: 
West  Virginia  and  Doris  Jacobs  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Our  fall  revival  will  be  held  the 
first  week  in  November  and  services  wil| 
be  conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  B 
Firestone  of  Iowa,  La.  Many  new  familie: 
have  moved  into  our  community  since  the 
reactivation  of  Camp  Polk  on  Sept.  1.  I: 
any  Brethren  have  members  of  their  fam- 
ilies stationed  there,  we  would  be  happj 
to  have  them  visit  our  services  at  anj 
time  on  Sunday  or  our  midweek  praye: 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evenings. — Mrs.  M 
L.  Woodhatch,  Rosepine,  La. 

Maryland 
Flower  Hill.— Brethren  Cubbage  and  A 
Stauffer  Curry  of  Washington,  D.  C,  wen 
guest  ministers  in  our  church  while  ou 
pastor  was  on  vacation.  Our  church  par 
ticipated  in  the  August  Emphasis.  Brc 
Harry  Smith  was  our  delegate  to  the  re 
gional  conference  in  Roanoke.  Bro.  A.  J 
Fitzwater  conducted  a  music  school  for  u 
September  3-10.  The  music  school  close 
with  a  special  program  on  Sept.  10.  Th 
ladies'  aid  and  the  children's  departmer. 
have  purchased  chairs  for  the  smalle 
classes  of  the  Sunday  school.  They  hav 
also  had  several  tables  made  for  th 
classes.  We  are  happy  to  have  Brother  an 
Sister  Elmer  Petre  worshipping  with  u 
They  are  formerly  from  the  Prices  Cree 
church  in  New  Paris,  Ohio.    We  held  oi 


fall  council  on  Sept.  19.  We  will  have  our 
evangelistic  meeting  Oct.  3-15  and  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  29.— Mrs.  Wallace  M.  Em- 
brey,  Derwood,  Md. 

Meadow  Branch. — Our  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  with  an  enrollment  of  228 
children  and  an  average  attendance  of 
195.  The  children's  daily  offering 
amounted  to  $104,  which  was  divided 
between  relief  and  the  Dundalk  congrega- 
tion. The  school  was  directed  by  Mrs.  La- 
vinia  Wenger.  Our  new  pastor.  Bro.  Harry 
Gardner,  and  his  wife  came  to  our  con- 
gregation on  the  first  of  July.  Our  con- 
gregation held  a  fellowship  social,  at  which 
time  our  members  were  introduced  to  our 
pastor  and  his  wife.  At  this  time  a  large 
pantry  shower  was  held  for  the  Gardners. 
Bro.  Gardner  conducted  evangelistic  serv- 
ices Aug.  13-20.  Two  new  members  have 
been  baptized  into  the  congregation.  On 
Sept.  24  Herbert  Petry  and  Maurice  Wolfe 
gave  their  reports  of  the  district  meeting, 
which  was  held  at  the  Thurmont  church. 
Oct.  1  will  be  celebrated  as  Bridgewater 
College  day  with  Bro.  Rufus  King  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Oct.  21. — Mrs.  William  E.  Brown, 
Westminster,  Md. 

Peach  Blossom. — On  July  8  and  9  the 
district  women's  rally  was  held  at  the 
camp  with  Mrs.  Anna  Mow  as  the  speaker. 
We  had  three  weeks  of  camp  for  inter- 
mediates, juniors  and  young  people.  The 
ladies'  aid  societies  of  Fairview  and  Easton 
are  busy  on  different  projects.  The  Easton 
aid  is  furnishing  our  new  church  kitchen 
and  aid  room.  The  young  people  of  the 
Fairview  church,  assisted  by  Bro.  Emer- 
son Fike,  showed  a  series  of  films  on  the 
Life  of  Paul.  Bro.  Fike  and  his  wife  left 
for  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  the  last  of 
August.  The  cemetery  at  the  Fairview 
church  has  been  enlarged  and  other  im- 
provements made  in  the  church  building. 
The  men  and  women  at  Easton  have  been 
finishing  the  inside  work  on  the  new 
church  and  we  are  expecting  to  have  the 
dedication  service  on  Oct.  29.  There  has 
been  very  liberal  giving  among  the  mem- 
bers for  our  building  fund  and  also  for  the 
General  Brotherhood  Fund  and  missions. 
We  expect  to  have  a  revival  service  dur- 
ing November  with  Bro.  Jacob  Replogle  of 
Baltimore  as  the  evangelist.  The  district 
women's  work  rally  will  be  held  at  the 
Green  Hill  church  on  Oct.  20,  with  Mrs. 
Earl  Mitchell  as  the  speaker  at  both  morn- 
ing and  afternoon  sessions.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  at  the  Fairview  house  on  Oct. 
15.  Elder  Barry  Fox  and  the  other  minis- 
ters have  been  emphasizing  Bible  reading 
and  study  and  the  deepening  of  the  spir- 
itual life. — Mrs.  Barry  Fox,  Easton,  Md. 

Michigan 
Ozark. — Since  our  last  report,  we  lost 
Bro.  Charles  D.  Shipley  by  death.  Our 
revival  meeting  was  held  by  Bro.  Carl 
Hilbert  of  Hagerstown.  As  a  result,  two 
persons  were  baptized.  Bro.  William 
Brown  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  was  with  us 
on  Aug.  20  and  delivered  the  evening 
message.  Bro.  Arthur  Taylor,  our  field- 
worker,  and  his  wife  were  with  us  on 
Aug.  13.  We  had  a  community  picnic  at 
the  church  and  the  evening  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Bro.  Taylor.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  20.  We  decided 
to  send  seventy-five  dollars  to  the  Gen- 
eral Brotherhood  Board.  Our  communion 
service  will  be  held  on  Oct.  20.  We  had  a 
candlelight  service  and  singing  by  the 
Singing  Louselles  on  the  evening  of  Sept. 
3.  Our  elder,  Bro.  John  Van  Meter  of 
Rodney,  Mich.,  delivered  the  evening  mes- 
sage on  Sept.  10.  Brother  and  Sister  Van 
Meter  are  staying  at  their  home  in  Ozark 
for  a  few  weeks.  The  election  of  Sunday- 
school  officers  will  be  held  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Howard  Lovegrove, 
Ozark,  Mich. 

Nebraska 

South  Beatrice.— We  celebrated  the  sev- 
enty-fifth anniversary  of  our  church  with 
Bro.  Mallott  of  Bethany  Seminary  as  the 
guest  speaker.  He  spoke  to  us  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  evenings  and  again  on 
Sunday.  On  Sunday  we  had  a  program 
of  history,  music  and  sermons,  with  a 
speaker     representing      each     twenty-five 


years  and  carrying  out  the  order  of  serv- 
ice as  they  did  then.  The  family  camp  and 
also  the  youth  camp  convened  at  our  new 
camp  grounds  at  Kearney  in  August.  Sev- 
eral of  our  members  attended  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  camp  on  Aug.  20.  Bro.  Kurtis 
Naylor  delivered  the  address.  Bro.  Lewis 
Naylor  preached  his  farewell  sermon  on 
Aug.  13.  He  has  taken  up  the  work  at 
the  Bethel  church  at  Carleton,  Nebr.  Bro. 
Frank  Crumpacker  and  his  wife  were  with 
us  on  Aug.  13,  and  Bro.  Crumpacker  spoke 
to  us  in  the  evening.  Bro.  Homer  Kimmel 
and  his  wife  of  Grants  Pass,  Oregon,  came 
to  take  up  the  work  here  on  Sept.  1.  We 
held  our  fall  council  on  Sept.  6  and  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Lewis  Naylor  was  re-elected  elder  for 
another  year.  The  men's  work  is  planning 
to  do  some  building  on  the  farm  of  Bro. 
R.  E.  Mohler.  Our  district  meeting  will  be 
held  in  our  church  in  October.  Several  of 
our  young  people  are  attending  college. 
Bro.  Loren  Frantz  was  licensed  to  preach. 
— Mrs.   Flora   Beckner,   Holmesville,   Nebr. 

North  Carolina 
Little  Pine. — Our  love  feast  was  held 
Sept.  9,  with  several  of  the  members  pres- 
ent. W.  H.  Handy,  our  elder,  was  in  charge 
of  the  service.  We  plan  to  hold  a  revival 
in  October.  Our  Sunday-school  and  church 
attendance  have  been  good.  Since  our  last 
report  two  members  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  by  Bro.  Coye  An- 
ders.— Mrs.  John  Vaughn,  Ennice,  N.   C. 

Oregon 

Albany. — This  summer  we  held  our  first 
Bible  school  in  years  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  over  fifty.  They  gave  ten  dol- 
lars for  Bibles  for  Puerto  Rico.  During 
the  summer  the  Kohrmann  quartet  and 
the  string  trio  of  La  Verne  College  pre- 
sented programs.  Esther  and  Mrs.  Harley 
Hoover  represented  our  district  at  the  na- 
tional youth  conference  in  Chicago.  Our 
fall  council  was  held  on  Aug.  27,  with  Bro. 
Harmon,  our  pastor,  presiding  and  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
During  the  year  nineteen  new  members 
have  been  added  to  our  number.  The 
church  looks  forward  to  its  evangelistic 
meeting  in  December  with  Bro.  Leather- 
man  leading  us.  Since  our  last  report  the 
ladies'  aid  has  sent  eighteen  pounds  of 
clothing,  cut  and  sent  pieces  for  peace 
and  make  a  comforter  for  the  Red  Cross. 
—Mrs.  James  A.  Clayton,  Albany,  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania 

Conestoga.— The  church  met  in  regular 
council  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  13.  Bro.  H. 
Clyde  Weaver  was  elected  elder  for  a  term 
of  three  years.  Elders  H.  F.  King  and  N. 
K.  Musser  were  present  for  this  service. 
Ethel,  Daniel  and  Mabel  Myer  were  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Our  Bible  school,  which  was 
held  in  the  evenings,  was  conducted  by 
Miriam  Gingrich  and  Mildred  Myer.  Elder 
P.  G.  Bhagat  was  present  for  one  of  these 
services.  Ella  Harry  and  Helen  Rissler 
represented  our  group  at  the  women's 
work  camp  at  Camp  Swatara.  Representing 
our  group  at  the  women's  work  meet- 
ing of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  at  Hanover- 
dale  on  Sept.  27  were  Miriam  Wenger  and 
Anna  Hess.  Twelve  children  from  the 
junior  and  intermediate  departments  of 
the  Sunday  school  attended  a  week  of 
camp  at  Camp  Swatara  and  several  young 
people  attended  the  young  people's  rally 
at  Camp  Swatara.  Sister  Martha  Martin  of 
Elizabethtown  College  was  with  us  on 
Sept.  9  and  10.  Elder  Alton  Bucher  of  the 
Midway  congregation  brought  our  harvest- 
home  message.  A  message  on  missions  was 
delivered  by  Elder  Carl  Zeigler  of  Leba- 
non. Others  who  brought  messages  at  var- 
ious times  were  H.  Clyde  Weaver;  Earl 
Kurtz  of  Elgin;  Ira  Gibbel,  relief  worker 
in  Europe;  Abram  Eshleman  of  Florin; 
Henry  Hackman  and  Elmer  Hoover  of 
Elizabethtown.  On  Oct.  28  Elder  Herbert 
Miller  of  Hershey,  peace  director  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  will  speak  at  the  church. 
The  evangelist  for  the  services  to  be  held 
Nov.  12-26  is  Elder  Francis  P.  Litton  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.  On  Oct.  14  our  love 
feast  services  will  be  held  at  Bareville. 
Elder    Diller    S.    Myer,    who    served    our 


church  as  minister  and  elder  for  forty 
years,  passed  away  on  Sept.  17. — Mrs.  Ivan 
Sheaffer,  Bareville,  Pa. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  James  E. 
Murphy,  has  been  re-elected  as  pastor  and 
elder  of  our  congregation  for  the  coming 
year.  Three  persons  were  accepted  into 
the  church  by  letter  and  three  were  bap- 
tized this  past  summer.  Three  others  were 
baptized  after  our  two  weeks'  revival  last 
month,  which  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Roy 
S.  Forney.  Bro.  Arthur  Croyle  filled  the 
pulpit  during  our  pastor's  summer  vaca- 
tion. Our  various  organizations  are  work- 
ing and  giving  their  share  towards  world 
relief.  Our  love  feast  was  well  attended. 
— Florence  Kelley,   Elton,  Pa. 

Virginia 
Pleasant  Hill. — We  met  in  our  regular 
council  on  Sept.  19  with  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Rufus  McDannel,  presiding.  One  person 
was  received  by  baptism  as  a  result  of  our 
recent  revival.  The  deacons  made  their 
annual  report  preparatory  to  our  love 
feast  which  will  be  held  on  Oct.  7.- — Mrs. 
E.  E.  Hylton,   Willis,  Va. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit  and 
reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verification  of 
ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can  be 
assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified  ad- 
dress all  correspendence  to  Brethren  Serv- 
ice, General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  476.  Wanted:  Kitchen  help  for 
Brethren  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  immediately.  Write:  Brethren  Old 
Folks'  Home,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

No.  477.  Wanted:  Mature,  single  woman 
to  keep  house  for  two.  Preparation  of 
meals  included,  no  laundry  work.  College 
community.  Salary  $80  per  month  and  liv- 
ing. Write:  President,  Shimer  College, 
Mount  Carroll,  111. 

No.  478.  Brethren  man  and  wife  want 
job  as  driver  of  car  to  Florida,  also  to 
drive  and  help  care  for  owner  while  there. 
Would  like  salary  and  expenses.  Experi- 
enced driver.  Write:  Brethren  Service 
Commission,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  479.  Wanted:  Brethren  woman  to 
live  with  family  and  do  housework.  Wages. 
Three  adults  in  family  work  outside  of 
home.  Write:  Mrs.  Ruth  Cherry,  R.  5, 
Wabash,  Ind. 

No.  480.  Wanted:  Reliable  Brethren  man 
desiring  to  live  in  country  home  can  have 
room  and  board  in  exchange  for  help  with 
chores  about  home  when  not  otherwise 
employed.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  481.  Wanted:  Several  Brethren  fam- 
ilies to  move  to  church  community  near 
Welda,  Kansas.  Several  farms  available 
close  to  school  and  church.  Prairie  grass 
pasture,  grains,  vegetables  and  small 
fruits  produced  here.  Good  cattle  land. 
Write:  Mrs.  Omer  Vanscoyoc,  Welda,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.  482.  Wanted:  Good  Christian  single 
man  33  to  40  years  old  to  work  in  furniture 
store  in  Peoria,  111.  Write:  Mrs.  Ben  More- 
land,  Box  251,  Lacon,  111. 

No.  483.  Wanted:  Finances  to  start  an- 
other Brethren  home  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  $100  up  is  acceptable.  Will  pay  five 
per  cent  interest.  Write:  Chester  Kintner, 
Alvordton,   Ohio. 

No.  484.  For  Sale:  Modern  home.  One 
block  from  Brethren  church  and  college. 
Six  rooms,  nice  shade.  Possession  Nov.  15. 
For  terms  write:  Tracy  Hardy,  319  Carrie 
St.,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

No.  485.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
with  purebred  Guernsey  cattle  and  gener- 
al farming,  to  assume  some  responsibility 
when  owner  is  away.  Brethren  community. 
Write:  Andrew  J.  Hoff,  Box  197,  New 
Windsor,  Md. 


NOVEMBER    11,    1950 


29 


FOR    PRESCHOOL    CHILDREN 


BOOKS  FOR! 


BABY  ANIMALS.  Tony  Brlce.  A  cloth 
book  with  appealing  colored  illustrations. 
75  cents.  (Ra) 

A  CHILD'S  GRACE.  Burdelln  and  Clax- 
lon.  Photographs  illustrating  a  well-known 
child's  grace  that  gives  thanks  for  good 
and  joyous  things  of  life.   $2.00.  (Du) 

CLEAR  THE  TRACK.    Louis  Slobodkin.    A 

make-believe  trip  on  a  make-believe  train; 
very  exciting  to  youngsters.    $1.50.        (Ma) 

EVERYBODY  LIKES  BUTCH.  Bernice 
Bryant.  The  story  of  Butch's  learning  how 
to  play  with  the  children  in  kindergarten 
is  helpful  to  any  child  entering  kinder- 
garten.   25  cents.  (Chi) 

FAVORITE  NURSERY  SONGS.  Pelagie 
Doane.  Twenty-six  charmingly  illustrated 
nursery  favorites  for  the  small  child  who 
likes  to  sing.   50  cents.  (Ran) 

THE   FIRST    CHRISTMAS.    Robbie  Trent. 

The  story  of  the  first  Christmas,  told  in 
simple  and  delightful  language.  Will  help 
the  child  understand  and  appreciate  the 
real  meaning  of  Christmas.   $1.00.  (Ha) 

FOOTBALL  TREES.  Julilly  Kohler.  Mi- 
chael, in  caring  for  his  apple  trees,  learns 
responsibility  for  work.   In  color.    25  cents. 

(Chi) 
FUN  IN  THE 
NORTH  WOODS. 
Brandt  and  Palm- 
quist.  Joyce  and 
Haven,  along  with 
their  father  and 
mother,  spent  a 
happy  vacation  in 
the  north  woods. 
More  than  fifty  pic- 
tures, and  the  sto- 
ry that  goes  with 
them,  tell  what 
these  girls  saw  and 
did.    $1.00.         (Bph) 

THE   FUZZY   DUCKLING.     Jane    Werner. 

After  taking  a  walk  through  the  barn- 
yard alone,  a  little  duck  decides  it  would 
be  better  to  take  walks  with  his  mother 
and  the  other  ducklings.    35  cents.         (Ss) 

HURRAY  FOR  BOBO.  Joan  Savage.  Bobo 
Chang  learns  to  be  a  good  friend  and  the 
children  learn  to  love  him.   25  cents.  (Chi) 

ATTRACTIVE  GIFT  BOOKS 

Hard-bound,  paper-covered  little  books,  as 


wholesome  as  they  are  attractive.    Printed 

in    large    type.     Illustrations    colored    and 

black  and  white. 
Prayers  for  Little  Children,  Jones 
The  Ten  Commandments,  Jones 
My  Own  Book  of  Prayers,  Jones 
The  Story  of  Jesus,  Diener 

Each,  15  cents.  (Ra) 

BOOKLETS   SUITABLE   FOR   QUANTITY 
GIVING 

Printed  on  heavy  durable  paper,  with 
colored  pictures,  these  little  booklets  are 
exceptionally  attractive.  They  would  be 
very  appropriate  for  teachers  to  give  to 
their  pupils. 

Prayers  for  Children 

Songs  for  Children 

Bible  ABC  Story  Book 
Each,  15  cents.  (Gi) 

FRAIDY  CAT.  Marjorie  Barrows.  Fraidy 
Cat,  who  was  afraid  of  almost  everything, 
actually  peeks  through  every  page,  and 
even  the  cover,  of  this  novel  picture-story 
book.  And  his  eyes  glow  in  the  dark,  just 
like  real  cats'  eyes.   60  cents.  (Ra) 

JUST  LIKE  ME.  Ruth  McKay.  Everyday 
activities  of  a  tiny  child  are  linked  with 
those  of  familiar  animals.    50  cents.    (Ab) 

LITTLE    AND    BIG.     Nell    Slolp    Smock. 

Animals  shown  in  babyhood  and  full 
grown.  The  sound  made  by  each  animal 
is  given.    50  cents.  (Ab) 

THE  LITTLE  DUCK  WHO  LOVED  THE 
RAIN.  Peter  Mabie.  A  little  duck  searches 
for  rain.  Delightful  color  illustrations  by 
the  author.    $1.00.  (Wf) 

LITTLE  BOOK  OF  SINGING  GRACES. 
Jeanette  Perkins  Brown.  A  collection  of 
singing  graces,  from  many  sources.  50 
cents.  (Ab) 

THE  LITTLE  DOG  WHO  WOULD  NOT 
WAG  HIS  TAIL.    Edna  G.  DIehl.    A  small 

dog,  in  common  with  many  boys  and  girls, 
learned  politeness  the  hard  way.    75  cents. 

(Gab) 

MY  BIBLE  BOOK.  Janie  Walker.  A  first 
Bible  book  containing  Scripture  verses 
with  appealing  illustrations.   60  cents.    (Ra) 

MY  PRAYER  BOOK.  Margaret  Clemens. 
Simple  prayers  in  verse  giving  expression 
to  the  child's  feelings  of  wonder,  happiness 
and  gratitude.   60  cents.  (Ra) 


NEW  BOOKS  FOR  NURSERY  CHILDREN 

IN   OUR   CHURCH 

HIS  NAME  IS  JESUS 

THE   LITTLE   SEEDS   THAT   GREW 

I'M    GROWING 

These  new  books  in  the  Westminster 
Children's  Hour  Library,  written  by 
Sara  G.  Klein,  are  planned  to  empha- 
size religious  ideas  appropriate  for  the 
three-year-old.  This  is  a  package  item,  consisting  of  four  books  of  36  pages 
each,  678  inches  square,  illustrated  in  color,  with  durable  laminated  covers, 
banded  together  and  priced  at  $1.49  for  the  set. 

(Other  Children's  Hour  Library  titles  are  listed  on  page  32.) 


PICTURE  COLOR  BOOKS 

Swiss  Family  Robinson 
Alice  in  Wonderland 
Huckleberry  Finn 
Heidi 

Fun  for  One 
Each,  15  cents. 


(Chi) 


SONGS  FOR  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
Dorothy  F.  Poulton.  A  motion-song  book 
for  home   or  church.    $1.50.  (Spc) 

SURPRISE  FOR  MRS.  BUNNY,  A.  Char- 
lotte Sleiner.  This  gay  little  story  of  how 
Mama  Bunny's  family  painted  their  Easter 
eggs  delights  children  and  teaches  them 
to  recognize  colors.   50  cents.  (Gd) 

STORY  OF  JESUS,  THE.  Beatrice  Alex- 
ander. The  story  of  Jesus'  birth  and  child- 
hood.   Pictures  in  color.    25  cents.         (Ss) 

TELL  ME  ABOUT  GOD.  Mary  Alice  Jones. 

Splendid  stories  to  interpret  God  to  chil- 
dren.   Others  in  the  series  are  TELL  ME 
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ABOUT  JESUS,  TELL  ME  ABOUT  THE 
BIBLE,  and  TELL  ME  ABOUT  PRAYER. 
Each,  $2.00.  (Ra) 

THIS  IS  THE  WORLD.  Josephine  van 
Dolzen  Pease.  The  story  of  the  earth  and 
its  people  is  told  in  charming  fashion  that 
makes  for  harmonious  relations  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.   $2.50.  (Ra) 


For  Children  6  to  9 

ABC  STORIES  OF  JESUS.  Mildred  S.  Ed- 
wards. For  each  letter  of  the  alphabet 
there  is  the  definition  of  a  Biblical  word 
beginning  with  that  letter,  followed  by  an 
appropriate  story  of  Jesus  related  to  the 
word;  then  a  verse  of  poetry  and  a  Bible 
verse.  On  the  opposite  page  a  large  pic- 
ture. A  book  the  primary  child  will  love. 
$1.75.  (Wa) 

BIBLE  HOMES  AND  FAMILIES.  Mildred 
Edwards.  A  choice  selection  of  twenty- 
five  one-page  stories  and  six  pages  of  verse 
and  song,  all  of  which  will  bring  to  the 
children  interesting  experiences  in  homes 
which  the  Bible  tells  about.  A  full-page 
picture  lithographed  in  four  colors  ac- 
companies each  picture.  $1.75.  (Wa) 

BIBLE  STORIES  VISUALIZED 

The  format  and  the  color  appeal  of  the 
"comic  books"  are  used  to  make  these 
Bible  story  books  interesting  to  children. 

Life  of  Christ  Visualized,  Books  I,  II,  HI 

Parables  Jesus  Told 

Life  of  Joseph  Visualized 

New  Testament  Heroes,  Books  I,  II 

Each,  45  cents.  (Spc) 
The  six  books  in  the  Life  of  Christ  series, 
Parables  Jesus  Told,  and  New  Testament 
Hero  series  may  be  bought  for  $2.25  on  a 
special  Christmas  offer. 

BIBLE  STORIES  FOR  CHILDREN,  BOOK 
I.  Muriel  Chalmers.  Thirty-four  well- 
chosen  and  well-told  New  Testament  sto- 
ries. Half  a  dozen  choice  hymns  are 
scattered    throughout    the    book.     Thirty 
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black-and-white  pictures  and  four  full- 
color  pages.   $1.00.  (Tn) 

BIBLE  STORIES  FOR  CHILDREN.  BOOK 
II.  Muriel  Chalmers.  Twenty-seven  sto- 
ries, of  which  nine  are  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. Eight  hymns  are  included.  Thirty 
black-and-white  pictures  and  four  four- 
color  pages.    $1.00.  (Tn) 

CHILDREN'S  PRAYERS  FOR  EVERY 
DAY.  Jessie  E.  Moore.  An  attractive  little 
book  containing  a  variety  of  prayers 
phrased  on  the  child  level  of  understand- 
ing and  expression.  Illustrated  in  black 
and  white.    $1.00.  (Ab) 


CHOOKY.  Lucille  Wal- 
lower.  A  clever  story 
of  a  Dunker  girl  in 
1883  and  of  her  unself- 
ish desire  for  her 
brother's  happiness. 
$2.00.  (Mck) 

FARM  STORIES. 
Kaihryn  and  Byron 
Jackson.  Fifty  jolly 
stories  that  take  chil- 
dren exploring  with 
farm  animals.  In  col- 
or.  $1.50.  (Ss) 


FIRE  EYE.  Maj  Lindman.  A  story  that 
describes  in  very  interesting  manner  the 
love  and  understanding  that  existed  be- 
tween Bob  Benson  and  Fire  Eye,  his  horse. 
Illustrated  by  the  author.  $1.50.  (Wh) 

GOD'S  LOVING-KINDNESS.  Elizabeth 
Jones.  Devotional  readings  in  story  form, 
poems  and  songs,  with  Biblical  selections, 
presented  for  use  in  home  and  in  the 
church  school  and  daily  vacation  school. 
For  ages  4-12.    $1.75.  (Jp) 


LITTLE  RED  HUM- 
MY.  Myrtle  Crist 
Porter.  A  delightful 
and  informative 
tale  of  the  experi- 
ences of  two  chil- 
dren in  a  Brethren 
pioneer  home  on 
the  western  Kansas 
prairies  back  in  the 
1890's.  Brethren 

children  will  enjoy 
knowing  Mary  and 
Henry.    $1.25. 


LITTLEST  ANGEL,  THE.  Charles  Taze- 
well. The  littlest  angel  is  a  freckle-nosed 
four-year-old  whose  humble  gift  to  the 
Christ  Child  becomes  the  shining  star  of 
Bethlehem.    $1.00.  (Chi) 

LITTLE  CIRCUS  DOG.  Jene  Barr;  illus- 
trated by  Kurt  Wiese.  The  story  of  Trixie's 
adventures  as  the  most  important  member 
of  a  small-circus  troop.    $1.00.  (Wh) 

LITTLE  PRAIRIE  DOG.  Jene  Barr;  illus- 
trated by  Kurt  Wiese.  A  little  girl  tries  to 
make  a  pet  of  Stumpy  but  he  prefers  his 
old  home.    $1.00.  (Wh) 

MY  STORY  BOOK  ABOUT  THE  BIBLE. 
Mabel  Niedermeyer.  A  story  of  how  the 
Bible  is  used  around  the  world.    75  cents. 

(Frp) 
RUDOLPH.  THE  RED  NOSED  REINDEER. 
Robert  L.  May.  Because  of  his  red  nose, 
Rudolph  was  shunned  by  the  other  little 
reindeer.  But  after  he  helped  Santa  Claus 
find  his  way  around,  he  became  a  hero — a 
very  modest  one,  of  course.  50  cents.  (Max) 

SUSAN'S  BEARS.  Mildred  Laurence.  Al- 
though Susan  wasn't  afraid  of  bears  in 
the  zoo,  she  was  very  much  afraid  of 
those  imaginary  ones  at  Aunt  Marian's 
house.  How  she  overcame  her  fear  is  told 
in  this  book.    50  cents.  (Gd) 


FOR    CHILDREN    10    TO    12 


BEGGAR  BOY  OF  GALILEE.  Josephine 
Sanger  Lau.  The  story  of  a  beggar  boy 
and  his  blind  father's  faith  as  they  wan- 
der over  Palestine  seeking  the  Master. 
Vivid  and  powerful.    $2.00.  (Ab) 

THE  BRETHREN 
STORY  CARAVAN. 
Mary  Garber.  Thir- 
ty-six two-page  sto- 
ries about  more 
than  thirty  mem- 
bers of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren, 
from  its  beginning 
until  the  present 
day,  who  have 
shown  in  a  signifi- 
cant way  in  their 
lives  those  ideals 
which  the  Brethren 
have  always  cher- 
ished and  have  tried  to  live.  An  ideal  gift 
for  a  Brethren  boy  or  girl.  Enjoyed  equally 
as  much  by  adults.   $1.25.  (Bph) 

BRIGHT  APRIL.  Margaret  de  Angeli.  The 
story  of  a  little  colored  girl  who  is  a  best 
neighbor.    $2.50.  (Dd) 

THE  CEDAR  BLOCK.    Mary  L.  Callaghan. 

While  the  boy  Jesus  attended  the  Pass- 
over in  Jerusalem  his  friend  Asa  carved  on 
a  block  of  cedar  a  record  of  his  own  daily 
adventures  back  home  in  Nazareth.  For 
example,  one  day  he  helped  a  woman  find 
a  lost  coin.    $1.50.  (jp) 

FOOTPRINTS  IN  THE  TRAIL.  Will  C. 
MINOR.  High  in  the  Colorado  Rockies  is 
a  sheepherder  who  writes  of  the  wild  life 
about  him.  The  beauty  of  language  and 
the  intimate  pictures  of  the  subjects  of 
these  stories  make  this  a  book  to  be 
treasured  by  both  young  and  older  lovers 
of  nature.  $2.50.  (Bel) 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  Genevieve  Fos- 
ter. A  delightful  biography  of  Washington 
for  boys  and  girls  old  enough  for  inde- 
pendent reading.  Contains  interesting  and 
helpful  pictures.    $2.00.  (Sc) 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CARVER:  BOY 
SCIENTIST.  Augusta  Stevenson.  The  in- 
spirational story  of  the  Negro  scientist. 
$1.75.  (Bm) 

JANE  ADDAMS,  LITTLE  LAME  GIRL. 
Jean  Brown  Wagoner.  The  delightful  story 
of  the  child  who  later  founded  Hull  House. 
$1.75.  (Bm) 


LUTHER  BURBANK:  BOY  WIZARD. 
Olive  W.  Burt.  The  story  of  the  boyhood 
and  youth  of  America's  famous  plant  wiz- 
ard.   $1.75.  (Bm) 

MARTIN  BUTTERFIELD.  John  Burgan. 
The  boy  Martin  Butterfield  is  hailed  by 
critics  as  being  today's  version  of  Tom 
Sawyer  and  Penrod.  Having  finished  the 
fourth  grade  of  school  successfully,  Martin 
set  out  on  a  summer  of  varied  and  laugh- 
inducing  experiences,  to  the  complete  con- 
fusion of  his  parents  and  the  delight  of  his 
companions.  A  wholesome  and  entertain- 
ing book.    $2.50.  (Wn) 

NATHAN,  SON  OF  CAPERNAUM.  Amy 
Morris  Little.  A  Jewish  boy  of  Capernaum 
comes  to  realize  after  the  death  and  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  that  He  will  always  live  as 
the  beloved  Friend.  Good  for  intermedi- 
ates also.    $2.50.  (Du) 

SIMON  CALLED  PETER.  Belle  Chapman 
Morrill.  An  imaginative  might-have-been 
story  of  Simon  Peter  from  boyhood  into 
mature  manhood.  Makes  him  seem  like 
someone  one  knows.  It  does  for  children 
what  The  Big  Fisherman  does  for  adults. 
$1.50.  (Jp) 

SMALL  ONE,  THE.    Charles  Tazewell.    A 

small  boy  found  out  that  donkeys  are  not 
really  stubborn,  but  proud  because  one 
was  chosen  to  go  with  Mary  and  Joseph  to 
Bethlehem.    $1.00.  (Wn) 

SOME  TIME  EVERY  DAY.  Mabel  Nieder- 
meyer. A  splendid  devotional  book  for 
junior  boys  and  girls.  The  Scripture  verses, 
prayers,  poems  and  comments  will  help 
children  relate  God  to  everyday  life.  $1.50. 

(Bp) 
TEN  DAYS  TILL  HARVEST.  Elsie  Ball. 
While  Nathan,  the  son  of  a  Judean  farmer 
who  lost  his  land  through  another's  trick- 
ery, travels  to  Jerusalem  to  get  help  from 
the  prophet  Micah  he  experiences  some 
exciting  adventures.  A  fascinating  story 
that  appeals  to  children.  $1.75.  (Ab) 

THOUGHTS  OF  GOD  FOR  BOYS  AND 
GIRLS.     Welker    and    Barber,    editors.     A 

compilation  of  material  from  the  devo- 
tional booklet  now  published  three  times 
a  year.  An  outstanding  value  for  children. 
$2.00.  (Ha) 

TOM  EDISON:  BOY  INVENTOR.  Sue 
Guthridge.  An  entertaining  introduction  to 
the  life  story  of  the  boy  who  became  "the 
wizard   of  Menlo   Park."    $1.75.  (Bm) 


STANDARD    BIBLE    STORY    READERS 

Each  of  the  five  volumes  features  the  best  in  Biblical 
art  and  modern-day  drawings  in  full  color.  Best- 
loved  Bible  stories  from  both  testaments  (18  to  24  per 
book)  with  a  sprinkling  of  prayers  and  poems.  All 
material  carefully  adapted  to  fit  the  child's  age  level. 
These  widely  read  and  loved  books  are  ideal  gifts  for 
children. 

$1.25  per  volume 

Book  One.    For  children  six  and  under.    84  illustra- 
tions.   Mostly   Old  Testament  stories,   but  some 
are  about  Jesus. 
Book  Two.   For  children  six  and  seven.    71  illustra- 
tions.  Simple  prayer  poems,  nature  poems,  and  best-loved  stories  from 
both  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament. 
Book  Three.    For  children  seven   and   eight.    62   illustrations.     Christmas 

stories,  nature  poems,  and  favorite  stories  from  both  testaments. 
Book   Four.    For  children   eight   and   nine.    44   illustrations.    Well-known 

stories  from  both  of  the  testaments. 
Book  Five.    For  children  nine  and  ten.    44  illustrations.    Some  Old  Testa- 
ment stories  and  stories  from  Jesus'  life  and  that  of  Paul. 
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MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


Name      

R.  D.  or  St. 
P.  O 


Zone 


State 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do   not  remove  old  address. 


WESTMINSTER 
CHILDREN'S    HOUR    LIBRARY 

Attractive  but  inexpensive,  these  books  are  having  a  wide  sale.  Each  is 
written  to  help  the  growing  child  understand  life  and  the  Christian  faith. 
Many  full-color  illustrations  in  each.  Some  are  new  this  year. 

Each  volume  65  cents 

For    Preschool    Children 


ONCE.  LONG  AGO.  Mary  Owen  Bruce 
A  selected  group  of  Old  Testament 
stories  interpreted  in  a  manner  that 
kindles  a  child's  interest. 

A    STAR    SHONE.     Robbie    Trent 
Seven   stories   from   the   Bible   told 
with    simplicity    to    give    the    little 
child  a  glimpse  of  the  goodness  of 
God  and  the  divinity  of  Jesus. 


DAVIE      DECIDES. 
Andrews 


Dorothy       Westlake 


Enjoyable  and  instructive  stories 
covering  a  week  in  five-year-old 
Davie's  life. 


GOD'S    WORLD    AND    JOHNNY. 
Westlake  Andrews 


Dorothy 


Written  to  help  parents  answer  their 
children's  questions  about  the  part 
God  plays  in  their  daily  lives. 


MY  BOOK  ABOUT  JESUS.  Esther  Freivogle 
Eight  stories  about  Jesus  based  on 
versions  from  Matthew,  Mark  and 
Luke.  Each  story  describes  an  im- 
portant episode  in  Jesus'  teaching 
life. 

IN   THE    BEGINNING.    Robbie    Trent 
Seven  selected  Old  Testament  stories 
related  for  preschool  children. 


For  Primary  Children 


THE  BELLS  RING  OUT.  Mildred  Luckhardt 
Paul,  a  Swiss  boy,  comes  to  America 
with  his  parents,  finds  friends,  and 
shares  in  a  Christmas  secret.  New, 
1950. 
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BIG  FAMILY.    Alice  Geer  Kelaey 
Two  Dutch  children  attend  the  Am- 
sterdam Conference  and  make  last- 
ing friendships  among  the  delegates. 
New,  1950. 


PRAIRIE  CHURCH.  Mary  E.  McWhirter 
Ruth  and  Roger  go  to  vacation  school 
in  the  prairie  church  near  their  new 
home  in  South  Dakota.  New,  1950. 

THINE  IS  THE  GLORY.  Florence  M.  Taylor 
Written  to  make  the  Lord's  Prayer 
real  and  vital  to  children. 

GROWING  PAINS.    Florence  M.  Taylor 
Describes  how  the  small  children  of 
a   neighborhood   live    and    play    to- 
gether in  harmony. 

JESUS,    STORIES    FOR    CHILDREN.     James 

D.    Smart 
The  story  of  Jesus'  ministry  told  in 
short,  complete  stories  which  clarify 
his  mission. 

LET'S  GO  TO  NAZARETH.    Elizabeth  Lig- 
gett  Reed 

The  story  of  Tobiah,  a  little  Jewish 
boy  of  Nazareth,  recreates,  the  period 
just  before  the  coming  of  Christ. 

AND  SO  THE  WALL  WAS  BUILT.  Imogene 
M.    McPherson 

Tells  stories  of  some  of  the  Jewish 
kings  and  prophets  in  such  a  way 
that  the  children  can  see  what  sort 
of  people  make  good  and  wise  lead- 
ers. 


HOLIDAY   FOR   HELPERS, 
lake    Andrews 


Dorothy   West- 


A  group  of  children  learn  about  the 
professional  duties  of  their  fathers' 
occupations,  all  of  which  involve  im- 
portant service  to  the  community. 

GOOD   NEWS   TO   TELL.    Florence   Taylor 

Famous  New  Testament  figures  in 
this  story  of  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  church. 

PEOPLE     OF     THE     PROMISE.      Elizabeth 

Honness 

Some  of  the  simpler  chapters  of 
Genesis  retold  in  such  a  way  that 
they  are  understandable. 

A  STORY  THAT  HAS  NO  END.   Kate  Ward 

Incidents  in  the  lives  of  several  chil- 
dren are  told  to  show  what  it  means 
to  be  a  true  friend. 

WITH    MY    WHOLE    HEART.     Frances    D. 
Heron 

Seven  of  the  Ten  Commandments  are 
made  real  to  children  through  the 
experiences  of  Kathy  and  Ricky. 
New,  1950. 
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"We  Would  Be  Building. 


» 


k  IOr  only  the  "temples  still  undone"  which  can  grow  into  beautiful  new  edifices 
|\f  like  the  church  pictured  above  (read  the  story  on  page  24),  but  the  small  fel- 
owships  of  those  who  love  Christ  and  his  church— wherever  they  may  meet.  Some- 
imes  a  church  begins  in  the  heart  of  a  layman  who  looks  at  his  own  community  with 
he  eyes  of  Christ  and  sees  a  vision  of  what,  with  great  sacrifice  and  God's  help, 
night  develop  there.  Or  it  may  begin  when  a  group  of  Christians  study  their  grow- 
ng  neighborhood  and  demand  a  growing  church.  An  evangelist  or  pastor  may  plant 
he  seed,  or  an  active  youth  group  may  see  a  church  develop  out  of  a  service  project. 
But  if  we  would  be  building  the  church  in  America,  we  need  to  support  ma- 
erially  the  work  of  home  missions  and  to  work  prayerfully  and  devotedly  to  keep 
>ur  church  growing. 
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Tax  Refusal 

Why  do  Christians  continue  to 
pay  the  government  that  portion  of 
tax  which  is  used  to  support  war, 
since  war  is  contrary  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  New  Testament? 

It  seems  that  it  would  be  more 
Christlike  to  refuse  to  pay  that  por- 
tion of  tax  and  to  give  the  same 
amount — or  more — to  some  worthy 
Christian  cause  such  as  the  program 
of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission 
or  some  other  Christian  denomina- 
tion's project. 

We  could  then  take  a  receipt  for 
the  amount  given  and  turn  the  re- 
ceipt over  to  the  government.  If  it 
is  permissible  to  teach  the  gospel, 
it  also  should  be  permissible  to  live 
it  and  practice  it.  —  Mart  Sheaffer, 
Adel,   Iowa. 

Live  Above  the  World 

I  am  tired  of  the  way  some  people 
are  all  the  time  associating  the 
Christian  church  with  the  doings  of 
the  world. 

We  are  out  of  our  realm  when  we 
as  Christians  try  to  boss  worldly 
affairs.  It  is  well  to  vote  for  what 
is  right  and  against  that  which  is 
wrong.  But  why  put  Christians 
down  as  makers  of  atomic  and 
hydrogen  bombs?  The  Christian  has 
more  profitable  work  to  do  than  to 
be  partaker  of  other  men's  sins.  I 
believe  we  should  keep  such  unholy 
stuff  out  of  our  church  paper.  We 
should  live  above  the  world  and 
touch  not  these  unclean  things. 
Why  not  make  our  sermons  inspir- 
ing to  do  the  right?— W.  H.  Allen, 
Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 

About  Our  Father's  Business 

Bro.  Kermit  Eby's  Invocation  in 
the  Oct.  14  Messenger  should  be  put 
in  large  poster  form,  and  every 
family  of  the  church  should  have 
a  copy.  It  should  be  posted  where 
it  would  have  to  be  read  daily  for 
a  year.  May  God  arouse  us  to  our 
duty,  and  not  allow  us  to  play  at 
our  job  of  church  building.  Many 
churches  are  mere  social  clubs 
where  office-seekers  can  have  a  job, 
where  many  have  a  good  time  so- 
cially, without  remembering  that 
they  represent  the  body  of  Christ 
and  must  be  about  their  Father's 
business.  May  we  receive  a  new 
endowing  of  his  Spirit,  and  may  we 
never  relinquish  until  our  lives  have 
been  exhausted  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind.  May  God  help  us. — Nora 
Colyn,  Lenox,  Iowa. 


What  Kind  of  Doctors? 

"We  need  more  Christian  doc 
tors,"  was  the  title  of  a  recenl 
article  in  the  Gospel  Messenger.  Ir 
my  humble  opinion,  the  discussior 
that  followed  missed  the  real  an 
swer  completely.  What  kind  o 
doctors  do  we  need?  We  need  doc 
tors  who  are  Christian  enough  t( 
practice  the  methods  of  the  greates 
Physician  the  world  has  evei 
known,  brave  enough  to  tell  th< 
world  that  sickness  is  sin  and  no 
some  imaginary  virus  X:  that  sick 
ness  is  only  a  result,  an  inevitablf 
result,  of  violating  the  laws  o: 
health  that  are  so  vividly  given  ii 
God's  Holy  Word.  The  Bible  tell 
us  that  your  food  shall  be  you 
medicine,  not  a  miracle  drug  or  ai 
atlas  adjustment. 

We  need  doctors  who  are  Chris 
tian  enough  to  face  the  sever 
criticism  of  the  money-mad  fooi 
merchants  and  to  tell  them  tha 
their  devitalized  white  flour  and  it 
products,  the  refined  white  sugai 
the  pasteurizing  of  milk,  artificial!, 
ripening  citrus  fruit,  the  poisonou 
sprays  used  on  fruits  and  vegetable.1) 
these  and  many  other  poisono' 
adulterations  are  contributing  mor 
to  our  general  ill-health  than  a]J 
other  causes  combined.  We  ne< 
Christian  doctors  who  will  tell  thei| 
patients  that  cigarettes,  cokes  an 
alcoholic  drinks  are  always  harm: 
Our  doctors  must  tell  their  patient 
that  most  of  them  are  eating  there 
selves  to  death  and  that  food  an 
drink  have  only  one  purpose  in 
life,  that  being  to  nourish  the  bod 
and  not  to  satisfy  a  perverte 
appetite. 

When  our  doctors  become  C. 
tian  enough  to  tell  to  the  peop! 
the  truth  about  what  causes  sick 
ness,  instead  of  promoting  the  pro: 
system  of  the  merchants  of  pseudc 
health,  then  the  problem  of  whethd 
we  shall  or  shall  not  have  socialize 
medicine  will  cease  to  be  a  problei 

If  we  Christian  laymen  and  dot 
tors  would  expound  the  philosop] 
of  health  rather  than  embrace  tk 
pagan  ideas  of  disease,  then  Vi 
would  soon  have  healthy  bodies  an 
clear  minds  in  which  to  nurtui 
Christlike  souls.— Dr.  J.  W.  Schmil 
D.  C,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

This  page  is  a  public  forum 
which  our  readers  are  invited 
share.  Brief,  specific  comments  aj 
especially  welcome. — Ed. 


States      that      gained     less 
than  the  national  percentage 

States  that  lost  population 

Between  1940  and  1948  seventy  million  people  had  moved  in  the  United  States 


cMame  MilUanl  in  a  Mem  ll/obld 


TO  APPRECIATE  fully  the 
importance  of  home  mis- 
sions, it  is  necessary  to 
recognize  that  we  live  in  a  new 
kind  of  world.  The  world  which 
gave  rise  to  the  concepts  of 
"foreign"  and  "home"  missions 
is  gone.  We  have  entered  an  era 
of  global  thinking  and  action, 
i  whether  it  is  the  realm  of  mili- 
tary operation,  political  plan- 
ning or  religious  strategy  under 
consideration. 

This  means,  as  Walter  Marshal 
'Horton  wrote  in  Our  Christian 
Faith,  ".  .  .  the  'mission  field' 
,no  longer  consists  of  certain 
uninvaded  overseas  territories, 
put  of  the  world  as  a  whole,  so 
,.ar  as  it  is  out  of  harmony  with 
jjod's  will  expressed  in  Christ." 
The  effect  of  such  an  inter- 
pretation is  to  be  awakened  to  a 


Norman  J.  Baugher* 

new  appreciation  of  the  church 
being  the  bearer  of  one  gospel 
to  one  world  and  doing  a  total 
work  everywhere  she  carries 
this  gospel.  This  means  that 
missions  is  as  important  at  home 
as  abroad. 

Today  home  missions  is  con- 
ceived in  a  new  light.  It  was 
once  thought  of  in  terms  of 
charity,  "something  the  priv- 
ileged did  for  the  underpriv- 
ileged," as  Hermann  N.  Morse 
defines  it.  "That  distinction  has 
lost  much  of  its  meaning  and 
today  home  missions  has  to  be 
something  we  all  do,  all  the  time, 
everywhere."    It  represents  the 


•Pastor  of  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif., 
member  of  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board. 


total    outreach    of    the    gospel 

within   convenient  geographical 

limits. 

Home    Missions    and   the    World 

Scene 

There  are  several  convictions 
which  seem  to  be  appearing 
more  obvious  as  the  world  scene 
is  being  shaped.  The  United 
States  is  being  cast  in  the  role  of 
the  leading  nation  of  the  world. 
The  competition  from  Russia 
for  this  position  is  very  sharp. 
But  in  the  final  analysis,  without 
appearing  to  be  naive  about  it, 
Mark  A.  Dawber  says  that  upon 
the  United  States  "as  upon  no 
other  nation  is  the  responsibility 
for  a  new  world  order — so  great, 
so  imperative,  no  Christian  in 
America  dare  take  this  task 
lightly." 
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A  second  conviction  is  that 
Protestantism  represents  the 
vital  spiritual  life  and  backbone 
of  American  democracy.  The 
future  of  Protestantism  in 
America  is  the  future  of  America 
and  right  now  Protestantism  is 
not  doing  very  well. 

The  third  conviction  is  that 
home  missions  represents  one  of 
the  vital  edges  of  Protestant 
endeavor  by  which  the  strength 
of  Protestantism  is  determined. 

Home  missions  is,  therefore,  a 
vital  factor  in  the  world  scene. 
Just  because  America  is  wealthy, 
possesses  a  high  standard  of  liv- 
ing and  has  no  more  geograph- 
ical frontiers  to  conquer,  one 
need  not  assume  there  is  no 
longer  a  field  for  home  mission 
endeavor.  Indeed,  these  very 
conditions  of  ease,  luxury  and  no 
frontiers  represent  some  of  the 


threats  to  the  soul  of  America 
which,  unless  saving  factors  can 
be  injected  before  it  is  too  late, 
might  well  spell  the  end  of  any- 
thing resembling  vital  Chris- 
tianity in  America. 

Threats  to  the  Church 

Some  of  the  more  serious 
threats  to  the  life  of  the  church 
in  America  can  be  readily  identi- 
fied. 

1.  Shifting  population  repre- 
sents a  serious  condition.  Be- 
tween 1940  and  1948  seventy 
million  people  had  moved  in  the 
United  States  and  of  these  nearly 
40%  had  moved  into  a  different 
state  or  county.  The  over-all 
population  trend  in  recent  years 
has  been  cityward  and  west- 
ward. 

This  shifting  population  means 
there  are  now  more  communities 
without    church    facilities    than 


ever  before  in  American  history. 
Church  rolls  are  burdened  with 
nonresident  members  and  with 
persons  whose  whereabouts  are 
no  longer  known.  This  problem 
has  resulted  in  the  alarming  fact, 
for  instance,  that  two  out  of 
every  three  Protestants  moving 
into  the  West  Coast  states  has 
been  lost  to  Protestantism. 

2.  Secularism  is  also  a  serious 
threat.  We  are  fast  becoming  a 
"God  -  doesn't  -  matter"  nation 
The  implications  of  such  a  con- 
dition for  Christian  people 
should  need  no  further  expla 
nation. 

3.  The  growing  power  of  the 
state,  related  to  secularism  bu1 
needing  separate  notice  as  i 
threat  to  the  church,  is  fast  be 
coming  an  enemy  of  most  of  tha 
for    which    the    church    shoulc 

Continued  on  page  14 


EDITORIAL 


Learn  to  Live  Thankfully 

ON  THE  occasion  when  Jesus  healed  ten 
lepers,  only  one  of  them,  and  that  one  a 
foreigner,  returned  to  thank  him.  The  other 
nine  either  felt  no  gratitude  or  regarded  their 
deliverance  so  selfishly  that  they  had  no  time  to 
give  thanks. 

We  who  become  indignant  at  another's  in- 
gratitude may  well  take  stock  of  our  record  in 
thanksgiving.  We  are  easily  satisfied  with  the  few 
sentences,  sometimes  only  a  child's  formula,  that 
we  murmur  in  the  pause  before  attacking  the  food 
before  us.  An  unusually  lovely  day  may  bring  a 
spontaneous  prayer  to  our  lips,  but  more  often 
we  ignore  its  benefits  and  express  our  annoyance 
when  a  sudden  change  of  weather  interferes  with 
our  plans. 

Thanksgiving  can  begin  with  impulsive  feel- 
ings of  gratitude,  but  for  Christians  it  must  become 
a  habit,  which  means  that  it  should  be  central  in 
our  prayers  and  basic  to  our  spiritual  disciplines. 
We  may  need  to  use  many  devices  for  recalling  our 
thoughts  to  our  dependence  upon  God  before  we 
begin  to  live  thankfully. 

We  may  well  start  with  gratitude  for  material 
blessings — they  are  concrete  and  obvious.  But  we 
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dare  not  stop  there.  Our  appreciation  of  God 
gifts  should  lead  us  to  a  deepened  appreciation  o 
the  Giver.  And  we  should  develop  a  growinj 
understanding  of  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ.  For  h 
brings  light  to  our  darkness,  bread  for  our  heart 
hunger,  and  a  life  that  is  everlastingly  triumphan 
God  gives  himself  in  the  gift  of  his  Son. 

To  live  thankfully  we  must  learn  to  do  mor 
than  to  speak  our  gratitude.  For  our  thanks  be 
come  articulate  only  when  we  give  ourselves  wit 
our  words  of  praise. 


Who  Is  Responsible? 

IT  BEGAN  as  a  Saturday  night  double  date, 
young  man,  nineteen,  took  a  girl,  eighteen,  t 
the  movies  with  another  young  couple.    Bot 
couples  went  to  the  young  man's  room  in  a  boar 
ing  house  where  they  drank  highballs  until  ear 
in   the   morning.    The  other   couple  went  homj 
and  the  young  man,  a  worker  in  a  candy  factor) 
choked    to    death    his    companion    because    sfc 
laughed  at  him  for  stuttering.  Later  investigate 
revealed  that  before  he  committed  this  crime  1" 
had  fifteen  drinks  of  whisky  in  a  tavern  to  whi 
the  couple  had  gone. 

This  tragedy  is  not  unusual  in  the  metropolita 
area  in  which  it  took  place.  Perhaps  it  differs  froi 


similar  occurrences  only  in  the  publicity  which 
reveals  so  clearly  the  part  that  liquor  played  in  it. 
While  it  has  resulted  in  the  tavern  being  closed 
temporarily,  the  various  officials  involved  are 
each  trying  to  prove  it  is  some  other  person's 
responsibility. 

Just  who  is  responsible?  The  mayor,  who  is 
also  liquor  commissioner  and  must  deal  with  law 
violations?  The  deputy  liquor  commissioner,  who 
claims  that  he  warned  the  mayor?  The  police,  who 
seemingly  failed  in  discharging  their  duties?  The 
tavern  owner  who  sold  liquor  to  a  minor?  The 
parents  of  the  young  man  and  the  young  lady,  who 
apparently  left  them  entirely  on  their  own?  The 
other  couple  who  helped  them  celebrate  in  so 
dangerous  a  manner?  The  landlady  who  waited 
too  long  to  protest  against  what  went  on  in  her 
rooms? 

Or  must  some  of  the  responsibility  be  shared 
with  those  who  read  about  the  tragedy?  The 
liquor  interests  who  misrepresent  the  "men  of 
distinction"  among  their  customers  and  who  profit 
by  the  illegal  and  dangerous  use  of  their  products? 
The  movie-makers  who  include  drinking  scenes 
and  picture  sensational  crimes?  The  civic-minded 
citizens  who  might  have  worked  a  little  harder 
to  enforce  existing  laws  and  enact  better  ones? 
Or  even  good,  substantial  Christian  folks  like  the 
readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger — do  we  ignore 
these  tragedies  until  they  touch  "one  of  ours"? 
Are  we,  too,  responsible? 

From  Church  to  Church 

NO  ONE  was  greatly  surprised  when  Jonathan 
Doe  left  the  Lake  Street  church.  He  had 
been  dissatisfied  for  years.  It  all  started  over 
an  argument  about  the  love  feast  service.  The 
other  deacons  voted  to  change  to  Sunday  evening, 
but  not  Jonathan.  And  his  side  lost  out  when  the 
issue  came  before  the  church  council.  After  that, 
it  was  one  thing  after  another — the  hymnals  had 
too  many  songs  he  had  never  heard,  the  minister 
preached  more  from  the  newspaper  than  the 
Bible,  the  young  people  had  a  barn  social — and 
all  these  added  up  to  what  Jonathan  called  a  lack 
of  spirituality  in  the  church. 

Lake  Street  church  was  just  an  average  church, 
of  course,  and  most  folks  agreed  with  Jonathan 
that  it  needed  a  spiritual  awakening.  But 
Jonathan  had  taken  all  he  could  stand.  He  took 
the  whole  family — wife  and  four  children  and 
maiden  aunt — over  to  the  independent  chapel  that 
flashed  a  neon  invitation  to  travelers  along  the 
highway. 

"Now  here's  a  church  with  some  life  in  it," 
Jonathan  told  his  wife,  who  nodded  only  half- 
heartedly because  she  really  did  not  want  to  leave 
Lake  Street.  His  children  took  the  change  in  their 


Look  first  and  last  at  Jesus  Christ.  That 
is  what  it  is  to  be  born  of  the  Spirit.  That  is 
what  it  is  to  be  born  again.  That  is  what 
it  is  to  have  a  spiritual  mind.  You  know  to 
your  cost,  and  to  the  cost  of  all  who  come 
near  you,  what  it  is  to  be  born  of  the  flesh. 
But  look  well  and  look  long  at  Jesus  Christ 
if  you  would  fall  in  love  with  the  new  birth. 
Look  at  him  at  all  times  and  in  all  places; 
and  as  you  look  at  him,  it  is  a  law  of  the 
new  birth  that  you  will  become  like  him.  No 
man  can  keep  looking  all  his  days  at  Jesus 
Christ  without  in  the  end  becoming  wholly 
like  him. 

— Alexander  Whyte 


stride.  Jonathan,  Jr.,  played  trombone  in  the 
chapel  band  and  Shirley  sang  in  the  girls'  trio. 
Everything  went  smoothly  until  a  traveling  evan- 
gelist held  meetings  at  the  chapel.  He  preached 
from  the  newspaper  too,  but  Jonathan  did  not 
mind  because  the  evangelist  was  just  showing 
how  prophecy  was  fulfilled.  There  were  fifty 
converts,  including  twenty  who  used  to  belong  to 
other  churches.  Two  of  Jonathan's  children  de- 
cided to  go  to  the  mission  field  and  the  oldest  went 
off  to  the  evangelist's  Bible  school  that  fall. 

But  the  evangelist  left  some  problems  behind 
him — including  some  debts  that  the  chapel  had 
to  pay.  There  was  a  lot  of  talk  about  him,  and 
his  followers,  including  Jonathan,  disagreed  with 
the  critics.  It  became  so  unpleasant  for  Jonathan 
that  again  he  took  his  letter  and  left.  Again  his 
faithful  wife  went  along,  but  his  aunt  and  the 
daughter  who  sang  in  the  trio  stayed  behind. 

Although  Jonathan  cast  his  lot  with  a  new 
church,  he  found  it  almost  as  unsatisfactory  as  the 
one  he  left.  One  day  his  patient  wife  declared 
she  was  going  back  to  the  Lake  Street  church. 
His  son  who  was  still  in  high  school  refused  to  go 
anywhere  and  ran  off  one  day  to  marry  his 
Catholic  girl  friend. 

Now  Jonathan  sometimes  wishes  he  had  never 
left  the  Lake  Street  church.  But  to  go  back  would 
be  like  admitting  a  mistake  and  that  is  something 
he  never  has  done.  The  family  has  slipped  away 
from  him,  and  his  is  not  a  happy  home  because 
arguments   are  so  common. 

How  much  better  it  would  have  been  for 
Jonathan  Doe  and  his  family  if  he  could  have 
worked  quietly  and  prayerfully  for  the  revival  his 
original  church  needed.  Learning  to  speak  his 
convictions  in  a  spirit  of  love,  he  might  have  made 
it  stronger  and  more  Christlike.  And,  in  return, 
he  could  have  reared  his  children  in  an  atmosphere 
of  fellowship,  helping  them  to  grow  as  a  family 
unit  in  one  church. 
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Humility,  honesty  and  a  sense  of 
personal  responsibility  will  help 


To  Make  Thanksgiving  Christian 


WHAT  a  fine  American 
tradition  it  is  to  acknowl- 
edge once  a  year  in  a 
distinctive  manner  our  thanks- 
giving to  almighty  God!  One 
rugged  day  in  1621  in  Plymouth 
devout  Pilgrims  started  the  idea. 
Every  year  since  1864,  when 
President  Lincoln  proclaimed 
the  last  Thursday  of  November 
as  national  Thanksgiving  Day, 
this  fine  American  tradition  has 
been  continued. 

Certainly  to  do  this  is  right! 
There  is  much  for  which  to  be 
thankful.    God  is  good  to  us. 

There  is,  however,  a  real  pos- 
sibility that  many  of  us  miss  the 
real  significance  of  Thanks- 
giving. Governor  Bradford  and 
his  Pilgrim  friends  celebrated 
Thanksgiving  because  they  were 
sincerely  grateful.  From  hearts 
deeply  stirred,  their  celebration 
was  a  religious  experience  and, 
naturally,  the  first  proclamation 
stated  that  there  should  be  set 
apart  a  day  of  "thanksgiving  to 
almighty  God  for  his  great  and 
victorious  mercies." 

Today  for  multitudes  of 
Americans  Thanksgiving  Day  is 
only  another  holiday.  Many 
others  who  try  to  keep  the  oc- 
casion consistent  with  its  true 
meaning  are  not  always  certain 
they  understand  its  deepest 
significance.  They  would  seek 
assistance  to  make  their  Thanks- 
giving a  Christian  Thanksgiving. 
They  recognize  that  it  takes 
more  than  attending  a  service  of 
worship  the  last  Thursday  of 
November  to  make  it  Christian. 

In  the  tragic  and  needy  world 
in  which  we  live  a  Christian 
observance  of  Thanksgiving  in- 

6  GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


eludes  an  acknowledgment  of 
deep  humility.  There  is  danger 
that  we  become  thoughtless  and 
haughty.  We  can  fall  readily 
into  the  sinful  error  of  the  Phari- 
see. Easily,  if  we  are  not 
cautious,  we  can  pat  ourselves1 
on  the  back  and  say  within:  "I 
thank  thee,  O  God,  that  I  am  an 
American,  that  I  am  white  (and 
possibly  Republican) ,  and  not  as 
other  men — hungry,  homeless, 
colored,  war-minded,  or  as  the 
socialists  and  Communists.  I  am 
respectable.  I  go  to  church.  I 
give  five  dollars  now  and  then 
to  relief  and  to  missions." 

Unless  we  are  humble  we  may 
get  the  idea  that  we  receive  our 
blessings  because  we  are  the 
people  we  are,  because  we  are 
good  and  deserve  them,  while 
the  other  people  of  the  world 
are  hungry,  cold,  homeless  and 
ignorant  because  they  are  evil 
and  do  not  really  deserve  any- 
thing better.  Obsession  with  the 
fallacy  that  we  are  God's  chosen 
people  because  we  live  in  this 
part  of  the  world  and  our  skin  is 
colored  just  right  is  prevalent. 

This  Phariseeism  also  gives  us 
an  attitude  of  superiority  toward 
those  whose  prosperity  is  less.  A 
person  living  in  a  huge  mansion 
has  a  terrific  inner  struggle  not 
to  feel  morally  superior  to  the 
neighbor  who  dwells  in  a  modest 
cottage.  He  who  rides  around  in 
a  1951  thirty-six  hundred  dollar 
automobile  with  chromium 
plated  holes  in  the  fenders  is 
easily  tempted  to  disparage  the 
citizen  who  rattles  around  in  a 
1936  two-hundred  dollar  car 
with  rust-eaten  holes  in  the 
fenders. 

A  sensitive  soul  who  saw  what 
was  happening  as  he  rode  around 
in  luxury,  prayed,  "Father,  for- 
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give  me  for  making  the  man  who 
walks  along  the  street  envy  me 
as  I  ride  by."  Commander 
Joshua's  reminder  to  his  people 
in#  his  farewell  address  also 
pictures  most  of  us  this  Thanks- 
giving season  and  stresses  our 
unworthiness  to  receive  our  rich 
blessings.  "I  have  given  you  a 
land  for  which  you  did  not  labor, 
and  cities  which  you  built  not," 
he  said,  speaking  for  Jehovah, 
"and  you  dwelt  therein;  of  the 
vineyards  and  olive  yards  which 
you  planted  not,  do  you  eat." 

Humility  faces  us  with  the 
truth  that  God  has  no  special 
pets.  "God  so  loved  the  world" — 
the  world  of  people,  the  people 
of  the  world,  "the  red  and  the 
yellow,  the  black  and  the  white" 
as  the  children's  song  goes — 
"that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever"'  in  the 
world,  regardless  of  color,  na- 
tionality, position  or  wealth, 
"belie veth  in  him  should  not 
perish  but  have  everlasting  life." 
As  Jesus  explained,  "He  makes 
the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and 
on  the  good,  and  sends  rain  on 
the  just  and  the  unjust. 
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ot  only  humility  makes 
Thanksgiving  Christian  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  Moral  honesty 
and  consistency  also  are  req- 
uisites. We  must  be  on  the 
alert  lest  we  ascribe  thanks  to 
God  for  things  he  did  not  give 
and  which  are  inconsistent  with 
his  nature. 

A  man  might  go  to  a  Thanks- 
giving Day  service  and  thank 
God  for  his  success  and  pros- 
perity. Yet  most  of  his  business 
associates  know  that  dishonesty, 
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'In  everything  give  thanks:  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus 
concerning  you" — 1  Thess.  5:  18 


cutting  moral  corners,  jumping 
ethical  fences  and  compromising 
the  elements  of  good  character, 
rather  than  the  Lord,  are  the  real 
reasons  for  his"  material  gain. 
Instead  of  the  lusty  hymn  of 
Thanks  Be  to  God,  the  more 
appropriate  expression  would 
be  to  kneel  before  the  altar  and 
confess  that  his  prosperity  has 
accrued  due  to  his  allegiance  to 
the  devil  and  to  beg,  "God  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner." 

Likewise  one  who  is  consistent 
in  his  Thanksgiving  expression 
insists  that  the  blessings  for 
which  he  expresses  his  apprecia- 
tion be  granted  to  all  other 
citizens    and    children    of    God. 


Loving  my  neighbor  as  myself, 
which  the  Master  said  was 
necessary  for  discipleship, 
means  helping  him  to  secure 
every  good  blessing  for  himself 
which  I  cherish  for  myself. 

How  much  do  we  care  that 
multitudes  of  people  have  in- 
sufficient food;  that  thousands 
live  in  rat-infested,  foul  slums; 
that  much  of  our  comfort  and 
prosperity  are  based  upon  a  war 
economy;  and  that  those  "whose 
ancestors  were  brought  to  this 
country  in  chains  by  our  an- 
cestors" are  not  really  free 
citizens  and  are  not  welcome  to 
worship  and  thank  their  and  our 
common     heavenly     Father     in 


many  a  Thanksgiving  service  in 
our  country? 

If  we  honestly  and  consist- 
ently face  the  implications  of 
a  Christian  Thanksgiving  our 
hearts  will  be  humbled  in 
repentance  as  we  lift  our  voices 
in  praise. 

A.  Christian  Thanksgiving  will 
include  a  sense  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility. Surely  no  Christian 
can  be  so  calloused  with  selfish- 
ness and  thoughtlessness  that  he 
would  honestly  pray,  "I  thank 
thee,  O  Lord,  for  food — for 
me  and  mine;  for  a  home — 
for  me  and  mine;  for  freedom 
— for  me  and  mine;  for  the 
church — for  me  and  mine"  and 
not  feel  a  disturbing  sense  of 
responsibility  for  those  less  priv- 
ileged. The  tragic  and  desperate 
needs  of  our  modern  world — at 
home  and  abroad — almost  break 
the  heart  of  a  sensitive  soul. 

Many  times  I  have  asked  my- 
self why  God  has  been  good  to 
me  and  to  so  many  other  people 
I  know.  When  millions  of  peo- 
ple have  never  had  an  adequate 
meal  we  are  well  fed.  When 
others  are  victims  of  wars,  hurri- 
canes, earthquakes  and  floods, 
our  lives  are  sheltered. 

Why?  I  do  not  know.  But  thac 
is  not  the  question.  The  question 
is,  How  do  we  use  our  blessings? 
We  are  God's  stewards.  He  has 
blessed  us.  Ours  is  not  to  ques- 
tion why,  but  to  assume  the 
responsibility  to  be  Good  Samar- 
itans— to  feed  the  hungry,  bind 
up  the  wounded,  clothe  the 
naked,  visit  the  sick,  educate  the 
ignorant,  and  send  the  gospeL 
"To  whom  much  is  given,"  said 
our  Lord,  "of  him  much  will  be 
required." 

This  means  more  than  giving  a 
few  dollars  occasionally  to  mis- 
sions or  to  Brethren  Service  to 
anesthetize  our  consciences.  It 
mean  a  personal  responsibility  to 
do  all  we  can  even  though  the 
cost  may  be  high.    "We  do  not 
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yet  ACt  RICH 
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WE  SPEAK  well  of  persons 
who,  through  thrift  and 
industry,  become  rich. 
We  show  interest  in  the  way 
they  achieve  their  wealth.  When 
an  uncle  or  near  relative  ac- 
cumulates riches,  we  are  in- 
clined to  become  very  friendly. 
We  enjoy  having  him  in  our 
home;  we  would  never  think  of 
turning  down  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  him. 

But  we  so  often  put  off  ac- 
cepting One  who  is  infinitely 
richer  than  any  earthly  relative. 
We  are  careless  in  our  loyalty 
to  Jesus  through  whom  we  may 
inherit  all  things.  How  often  and 
how  readily  we  turn  down  the 
invitation  to  dine  with  him  who 
possesses  all  things,  who  "pre- 
pareth  a  table  before  us." 

If  we  receive  our  Savior  and 
believe  in  his  name,  "he  will 
give  us  power  to  become  sons  of 
God."  With  that  power,  not  ours 
but  his,  we  shall  live  the  over- 
coming life  and  he  that  over- 
comes shall  inherit  al  things,  for 
he  shall  be  God's  son.  What  an 
inheritance  is  ours! 

The  followers  of  Christ  at 
Smyrna  must  have  been  sons  of 
God,  for  our  Lord  said  to  them, 
"You  are  rich."  He  said,  "I  know 
your  works  and  tribulation  and 
poverty,  but  you  are  rich."  How 
did  they  become  rich?  Surely 
not  by  their  works.  What  we  do 
is  transient.  Earthquakes  may 
destroy  our  strongest  buildings, 
empires  rise  and  fall;  only  that 
which  God  says  and  does  en- 
dures. 

We  can  never  earn  heavenly 
riches  by  our  works.  "By  faith 
are  ye  saved  and  not  of  works." 
It  is  what  we  allow  God  to  do 
for  and  through  us  that  entitles 


us  to  great  riches.  If  we  believe 
in  and  love  God,  works  will 
naturally  follow.  Works  are  the 
outward  evidence  of  inward  sal- 
vation because  it  is  God's  power 
that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will 
and  do. 

We  have  rather  convincing 
proof  that  we  become  rich  some 
way  other  than  by  what  we  do. 
"In  that  day  many  will  say  Lord, 
Lord,  did  we  not  teach  in  thy 
name  and  cast  our  demons  in 
thy  name  and  in  thy  name  do 
many  mighty  works?"  Indeed 
many  are  doing  wonderful  works 
in  the  name  of  Christianity  and 
many  have  given  their  earthly 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  even  their 
bodies  to  be  burned,  but  yet  they 
have  no  part  in  eternal  riches. 

Only  those  who  are  sons  of 
God  and  children  of  God  shall 
inherit  all  things.  But  how  may 
we  be  certain  that  we  are  the 
sons  of  God? 

"For  all  who  are  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  are  the  sons  of 
God." 

"By  this  will  all  men  know 
that  ye  are  my  disciples  if  you 
have  love  one  for  another." 
They  are  sons  of  God,  "who  walk 


not  after  the  flesh  but  after  the 
Spirit." 

In  what  other  ways  can  we  tell 
who  are  the  sons  of  God?  We 
know  that  children  of  an  earthly 
family  possess  the  traits  of  their 
parents.  They  walk  and  talk  and 
act  like  their  parents.  Of  course, 
there  are  individual  differences 
among  children  of  a  family. 
However,  if  we  know  the 
parents  well,  there  are  many 
ways  by  which  we  can  pick  out 
their  children. 

Likewise,  if  we  know  our 
heavenly  Father  well,  we  can 
tell  who  his  children  are.  The 
children  of  the  family  of  God 
love  one  another  "for  God  is 
love."  They  are  tolerant  and 
possess  a  forgiving  spirit.  If  one 
stumbles  or  falls,  they  are  sorry 
and  befriend  him.  In  every  way 
possible  they  try  to  help  such 
a  one  back  to  his  feet. 

They  do  not  sow  discord,  for 
children  of  God  are  peaceful. 
They  are  eager  to  learn;  they 
search  the  Scriptures  daily. 
They  seek  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit,  they  welcome  criticism 
and  correction,  they  provoke  one 
another  to  good  works  and  in 
honor  they  prefer  one  another, 
they  love  fellowship  with  God's 
people.  To  them  Christian  fel- 
lowship is  more  important  than 
organization. 

What  riches  do  those  who  are 
in  the  family  of  God  have  now? 
They   have   a   foretaste    of   the 
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great  riches  of  the  spirit  to  come. 
They  will  not  enter  into  the 
great  bulk  of  their  eternal  in- 
heritance until  the  time  of  the 
complete  redemption  of  the  pur- 
chased possession,  but  the 
earnest  of  their  inheritance  is 
most  satisfying  in  this  life. 

The  children  of  God  have 
eternal  life  now.  They  have  the 
peace  and  joy  of  salvation,  they 
have  the  sweet  fellowship  of 
the  followers  of  Christ  and  that 
fellowship  is  deep  and  rich  be- 
yond any  earthly  friendship. 
Christ's  own  have  security  now 
for  they  are  safe  under  God's 
care  and  protection.  No  power 
or  principality  can  pluck  them 
out  of  his  hands. 


The  sons  of  God  shall  not 
want.  They  have  sustenance,  the 
bread  and  water  of  life.  They 
have  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  shall  lead  them 
into  all  truth.  They  have  the 
best  lawyer  to  be  found  in  heav- 
en and  earth,  an  advocate  who 
has  paid  for  their  debts  and  sins. 
This  advocate  constantly  pleads 
their  case  for  them  before  the 
Father.  By  that  advocate  they 
are  justified,  for  he  is  a  propitia- 
tion for  their  sins. 

If  those  who  are  the  children 
of  God  enjoy  such  riches  now, 
who  can  describe  the  fullness  of 
the  riches  they  shall  have  when 
they  enter  into  the  bulk  of  their 
inheritance? 


The  Moderator's  Column 

Hopeful  Signs  and  Challenges  at  Mid-Century 

Desmond  W.  Bittinger 
NUMBER  of   events   give     diligently  the  insights  concern- 


f\  hope  to  Christians  as  we 
?■  *■  pass  the  middle  of  the 
century.  Some  of  these  present 
special  challenges  to  Brethren. 

1.  The  churches  are  working 
together.  They  are  perfecting 
organizational  techniques  which 
should  make  it  possible  for  them 
to  co-operate  more  and  more 
effectively.  The  merging  in 
November  of  eight  interdenom- 
inational agencies,  which  have 
had  many  overlapping  functions, 
into  one  effective  organ  of  the 
church  would  seem  to  be  in  line 
with  Jesus'  prayer  that  his  chil- 
dren might  be  one.  This  may 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
strides  forward  which  Chris- 
tianity has  made  for  many  a 
century. 

Brethren  may  fear  that  a  small 
denomination  like  ours  will  be- 
come lost  in  so  large  an  organiza- 
tion. It  may  seem  to  some  that 
it  would  be  better  for  us  always 
to  maintain  our  own  independ- 
ent organization  and  projects. 
The  records  would  indicate  in- 
stead, that  if  we  will  develop 


ing  Christianity  which  come  to 
us  out  of  our  consecration  and 
heritage,  we  can  pass  these  on  in 
growing  effectiveness  to  larger 
and  larger  groups.  Witness  as 
examples  our  cattle  and  seed 
projects,  or  our  student  ex- 
changes, particularly  the  bring- 
ing of  German  high  school  youth 
to  America.  We  should  in- 
augurate many  more  of  these. 

Brethren  should  not  hesitate 
to  work  with  others;  if  we  really 
believe  in  our  name  we  should 
earnestly  cultivate  such  oppor- 
tunities. 

2.  Young  people  are  taking 
Christianity  seriously.  More 
young  people  would  like  to  serve 
the  church  today  than  the 
church  can  train  and  allocate 
into  waiting  fields  of  service. 
Our  youth  do  not  wish  to  talk 
about  religion  only,  but  to  work 
at  it.  Many  of  them  are  return- 
ing from  a  year  of  volunteer 
service  ready  to  train  themselves 
further  and  to  devote  their  en- 
tire lives  to  a  Christian  vocation. 
They    do   not   want   their   lives 


from  here  on  to  sink  into  any- 
thing apathetic  or  halfhearted. 
They  want  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  to  become  a  renewed 
apostolic  church.  Let  us  pray 
Godspeed  for  them;  let  us  give 
them  a  hand,  up. 

3.  The  United  Nations  has   a 
new  lease  on  life.  What  it  did  in 
Korea  may  not  have  been  the 
best  thing  it  could  have  done, 
but  it  did  reveal  that  the  UN  had 
determination  to  do  something. 
Despite    much    opinion    to    the 
contrary,    the    UN    has    a    very 
worthy     record     of     significant 
achievements.    These  have  been 
accomplished    in    spite     of    its 
youth    and    a    wavering    world 
faith.    The   way   seems   cleared 
now  for  the  UN  to  move  ahead 
into  growing  world  acceptance. 
This  is  hopeful.  Without 'some 
sort      of      world      organization, 
civilization  can  never  get  beyond 
the  childhood  state  in  which  it 
still  is.  Since  America  dominates 
the   UN   more   than   any   other 
nation,     we    have    within     our 
power,    more    than    any    other 
nation,  the  possibility  of  helping 
it  grow  into  an  effective  world 
instrument  operating  on  Chris- 
tian   principles.     On    the    other 
hand,  we  also  have  the  chance  to 
destroy  it,  and  to  force  the  world 
to  continue  in  world  lawlessness. 
Brethren   should  seek  to  un- 
derstand the  UN.    Bearing  the 
name  we  do,  we  should  be  able 
to     help     the     total     Christian 
church  exert  a  strong  undergird- 
ing  force   for   real   brotherhood 
around  the  world. 
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We  hallow  God's  name 

when  we   live   daily   a 

life  of  thanksgiving 


THERE  is  an  old  story  about 
blind  men  who  tried  to 
discover  what  an  elephant 
was  like.  Because  each  one  could 
feel  only  a  part  of  the  elephant, 
each  had  a  different  idea  as  to 
how  the  elephant  looked.  No  one 
was  totally  wrong  but  no  one 
was  entirely  right.  They  failed 
to  put  together  all  of  their 
observations  in  order  to  make  a 
complete  picture.  We  are  like 
that  when  we  come  to  interpret 
the  Scriptures.  Although  we 
read  from  the  same  Bible,  we 
sometimes  have  only  a  partial 
understanding  of  its  meaning. 

Although  we  have  read  and 
prayed  the  Lord's  Prayer  many 
times,  I  doubt  if  we  have 
really   thought   seriously   about 
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the  phrase,  "Hallowed  be  Thy 
Name."  The  word  hallow  means 
to  make  holy  or  to  revere.  When 
we  reverence  God's  name,  do  we 
do  it  by  attending  church,  by 
giving  our  tithes  or  by  practicing 
all  of  the  church's  rites? 

How  do  we  reverence  our 
earthly  fathers?  Many  of  the 
ancient  peoples  kept  the  tradi- 
tions of  their  fathers.  Paul  gives 
us  evidence  as  to  how  strict  the 
Jews  were  when  he  speaks  in 
Gal.  1:  13-15  of  having  zealously 
kept  the  traditions  of  the  fathers. 
We  recall  how  many  people  say 
that  a  certain  practice  is  good 
enough  for  them,  since  it  was 
good  enough  for  their  fathers.  In 
honoring  our  fathers  in  this  way 
we  are  probably  living  off  their 
religion  rather  than  trying  ac- 
tually to  keep  their  faith.    Be- 


cause we  sing  the  song,  Faith  of 
Our  Fathers,  to  commemorate 
our  ancestors  we  think  we  are 
honoring  God  as  well  as  them. 
But  if  we  truly  honored  our 
fathers,  we  would  display  a  faith 
stronger  even  than  theirs. 

How  can  we  truly  reverence 
God?  We  can  reverence  God  if 
we  are  willing  to  come  as  a  little 
child  and  receive  instruction  and 
correction.  When  we  are  reborn 
into  the  spiritual  kingdom,  we 
take  his  name  and  if  we  do  not 
act  like  the  sons  of  God,  he  will 
be  disappointed  in  us.  If  we 
quarrel  and  fight  with  each 
other,  we  are  far  from  really 
reverencing  God's  name. 

We  need  not  only  to  be  in- 
structed but  also  to  be  corrected. 
We  expect  our  children  to  sit 
still  and  listen  to  us  instead  of 


talking  to  us  all  of  the  time;  in 
our  relationship  with  God  we 
forget  that  he  might  have  some- 
thing to  say  to  us  and  so  we  keep 
talking  to  him. 

God  can  speak  to  us  in  many- 
ways  if  we  allow  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  be  attuned  to  his  voice. 
We  are  not  conscious  of  the  clock 
ticking  until  we  become  quiet 
and  listen  to  it.  God  is  trying  to 
reach  us  all  of  the  time  but  we 
must  be  quiet  and  listen  for  him 
to  speak  to  us.  A  country  lad 
visiting  in  the  city  did  not  hear 
a  coin  drop  from  his  pocket  until 
his  city  cousin  brought  it  to  his 
attention.  The  country  lad  heard 
a  cricket  under  a  crevice  in  the 
sidewalk  amidst  the  city  traffic 
while  the  city  cousin  heard  noth- 
ing. So  it  is  with  us;  we  hear  the 
voice  of  materialism  and  the 
voice  of  pleasure,  but  we  can 
train  ourselves  to  hear  the  voice 
of  God. 

God  can  speak  to  us  through 
the  Bible,  through  worship, 
through  our  service  to  someone 
in  need  or  just  through  quiet 
waiting.  In  order  to  listen  to 
God's  voice,  we  must  be  ready 
to  do  some  of  the  hard  or  difficult 
tasks  he  may  ask  us  to  do  or 
drop  some  other  habits  that 
stand  in  our  way.  But  until  we 
are  willing  to  hear  him  and  go 
with  him  all  the  way,  we  are 
not  reverencing  his  name. 

Glenn  Clark  tells  about  taking 
a  trip  and  leaving  some  signed 
checks  with  his  two  daughters 
at  home.  He  would  have  been 
disappointed  if  they  had  de- 
stroyed them  or  if  they  had  be- 
lieved that  their  father  had  no 
intention  of  paying  them.  We 
Christians  have  promises  in  our 
Scripture  which  we  fail  to  use 
because  we  do  not  have  faith  in 
God's  great  bank  in  heaven.  One 
of  the  worst  sins  is  to  say,  "Our 
Father,"  and  then  to  live  an 
orphaned  life.  To  believe  in  love 
only  at  some  future  date  or  for 
someone  else  or  to  believe  that 
God's  power  stops  with  the  rule 
of  the  universe  is  almost  equal 
to  believing  in  no  God  at  all. 


Are  You   Divorced 

From  the  Bride  of  Christ? 


Merril  S.  Heinz 
Windber,  Pennsylvania 


MANY  of  us  who  cry, 
"Shame,"  when  we  see 
the  spiraling  rate  of  di- 
vorce in  our  nation  do  not  even 
blink  an  eye  when  one  who  has 
been  wedded  to  the  church 
proves  unfaithful  or  is  lax  in 
support  and  finally  divorces  him- 
self from  the  "bride  of  Christ." 
If  anyone  strains  at  a  gnat  and 
swallows  a  camel,  we  do  when 
we  ignore  the  spiraling  rate  of 
spiritual  estrangement. 

Most  of  the  reasons  for  spirit- 
ual divorce  are  the  same  as  those 
given  for  marital  breaks.  The 
bride  is  always  asking  for  money 
to  keep  the  household  of  faith 
together;  the  bride  is  always 
nagging  about  smoking  or  drink- 
ing or  gambling  and  demanding 
that  a  new  leaf  be  turned  over. 
Or  the  reason  may  be  spiritual 
incompatibility,  for  the  bride  of 
Christ  believes  in  peace  and  non- 
resistance;  we  believe  in  might 
and  retaliation;  so  there  is  dis- 
agreement. We  may  be  troubled 
because  of  some  of  the  "in-laws" 
in  the  house  of  faith  or  con- 
cerned that  the  household  is  not 
getting  ahead  as  it  should.  For 
these  reasons  plus  "the  other 
man"  the  divorce  rate  from  the 
bride  of  Christ  is  on  the  upgrade. 

However,  some  partners  do 
not  even  concern  themselves 
with  notifying  the  bride  of  their 
intention  to  sever  relations;  they 
just  desert.    And  the  bride,  still 


in  love,  refuses  to  give  them  up 
as  unworthy. 

It  seems  to  us  that  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  church  wants  to 
splinter  away  from  the  fellow- 
ship, the  very  least  he  could  do 
would  be  to  give  notice  that  he 
was  no  longer  interested  in  the 
tithe-asking,  goody-goody  habits 
of  the  church,  let  alone  the  slow 
progress  it  makes  or  the  presence 
of  hypocrites  in  the  fellowship. 
Asking  for  separation  papers 
would  be  an  act  of  courtesy. 

It  runs  also  in  our  thinking 
that  those  words  "in  sickness  or 
in  health,  for  better  or  for  worse, 
until  death  do  us  part"  apply 
even  more  to  our  marriage  to  the 
bride  of  Christ  than  to  our  be- 
loved Harry  or  Harriet.  Now  it 
is  in  style  to  renew  our  marriage 
vows  to  our  spouses.  Maybe  we 
should  renew  our  marriage  vows 
to  the  church. 

Perhaps  also  we  should  re- 
member that  the  first  years  are 
the  hardest  with  the  bride  of 
Christ  as  well  as  with  a  marriage 
on  earth.  There  is  an  eternal 
triangle,  you,  the  church  and  the 
world.  We  must  not  under- 
estimate the  power  of  the  world 
with  its  many  loves  and  tempta- 
tions. 

It  is  still  in  style  for  church 
members  to  be  wedded  and 
faithful  to  the  bride  of  Christ. 
It  is  still  in  style  for  them  to  be 
wedded  to  a  Brethren  bride. 


Although  God  has  left  us  great 
promises  we  do  not  have  permis- 
sion to  ask  for  anything  unless 
we  ask  him'  to  guide  us  in  our 
decision.  There  are  promises  in 
God's  Word  which  are  more 
powerful  than  an  atomic  bomb 
yet  we  live  frail  and  feeble,  lives 


only  half  trusting  in  his  prom- 
ises, failing  to  hallow  his  name. 
Will  you  be  one  of  those  who 
will  hallow  God's  name  in  all 
of  your  actions — in  what  you  do 
and  in  what  you  think? 
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Co-operation  in  Evangelism  and  Home  Missions 

Through  the  National  Council  of  Churches 


DURING  the  past  year  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
has  been  co-operating  in 
the  United  Evangelistic  Ad- 
vance, along  with  forty  denomi- 
nations, more  than  725  state, 
county  and  city  councils  of 
churches,  2,000  ministerial  as- 
sociations and  several  national 
organizations  such  as  the  Home 
Missions  Council  and  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious 
Education.  This  co-operation 
has  brought  many  reports  of 
local  achievements  in  evan- 
gelism through  the  various  ef- 
forts tried.  In  every  case  of 
co-operation,  so  far  as  I  know, 
pastors  have  been  stimulated 
and  helped  and  whole  congrega- 
tions have  caught  new  visions 
of  responsibility.  Evangelism  has 
become  a  vital  concern. 

In  the  National  Christian 
teaching  missions,  in  which  we 
have  co-operated,  we  have  found 
encouragement  and  the  churches 
have  been  stimulated  in  a 
marvelous  way  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Christ  with  greatly  en- 
larged numbers  on  our  respon- 
sibility lists.  I  mention  this  area 
of  co-operation  in  evangelism  as 
the  one  in  which  we  are  now 
sharing  and  for  which  we  are 
concerned.  During  the  past 
years  we  have  shared  both  in 
leadership  contributed  and  in 
co-operation  in  the  various 
preaching  missions  across  the 
nation.  We  have  learned  much 
from  denominations  and  their 
leaders  who  have  been  carrying 
forward  a  much  more  vigorous 
evangelism  than  we. 

With  the  coming  of  the  new 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  U.S.A.,  the  various 
organizations  who  have  operated 


Charles  E.  Zunkel* 

to  spearhead  and  give  impetus 
to  co-operative  efforts  in  evan- 
gelism will  be  united  in  the  joint 
Department  of  Evangelism  of 
that  Council.  This  joint  Depart- 
ment of  Evangelism  will  be  one 
of  the  major  departments.  The 
work  of  the  National  Christian 
teaching  mission,  with  its  fel- 
lowship evangelism,  will  have 
new  and  larger  opportunities 
for  development  and  operation. 
The  work  of  the  Department 
of  Evangelism  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  will  also 
carry  forward.  In  fact,  every 
other  unit  of  co-operative  effort 
will  become  a  part  of  the 
total  work  of  the  new  joint 
department.  An  over-all  strat- 
egy for  the  evangelization  of 
America  will  be  planned  and 
with  all  the  forces  focused  upon 
it,  one  can  see  the  tremendous 
possibilities  ahead.  We  Brethren 
have  nothing  to  lose  and  every- 
thing to  gain  through  co-opera- 
tion in  these  endeavors.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  continue  to 
co-operate,  but  do  it  on  a  greatly 
expanded  scale  for  the  sake  of 
the  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 
In  Home  Missions 

Probably  many  of  us  are 
unaware  of  the  fine  values  that 
have  resulted  from  our  long 
co-operation  in  the  Home  Mis- 
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'Secretary  of  Ministry  and  Home  Mission 
Commission. 


The  National  Council  of  Church- 
es of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  will  con- 
solidate the  co-operative  program 
of  the  churches  in  all  areas  of 
Christian  life  abroad  and  at  home. 
The  Home  Missions  Council  is 
one  of  the  eight  interdenomina- 
tional agencies  becoming  a  part 
of  the  National  Council. 


sions  Council  of  North  America. 
In  this  body  we  have  shared  in 
the  plans  of  twenty-two  con- 
stituent denominations  for  the 
development  of  the  Christian 
church  at  home.  We  have  shared 
in  ministry  to  migrants,  share- 
croppers, concern  for  and  work 
among  American  Indians,  Ne- 
groes and  other  national  groups. 
The  effectiveness  and  far-reach- 
ing benefits  of  this  co-operative 
endeavor  have  been  tremendous, 
far  too  great  to  be  told  in  this 
brief  space.  All  of  us  may  now 
begin  to  understand  this  work 
better  through  the  new  motion 
picture  on  home  missions,  Again 
Pioneers.  We  have  had  a  share 
in  the  co-operative  endeavor  to 
produce  this  excellent  picture. 

Under  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  U.S.A.  the 
Home  Missions  Council  will 
function  through  the  Division  of 
Home  Missions.  The  work  will 
continue  and  will  be  expanded. 
However,  as  in  every  other  area 
of  our  Christian  endeavor,  this 
new  merger  will  provide  greater 
opportunity  for  unity  and  force- 
fulness  in  the  cause  of  home  mis- 
sions. Field  work,  research, 
radio  broadcasting,  films,  public 
relations — all  of  these  concerns 
will  have  greater  unity  and  pos- 
sibility under  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  the  National  Council  and 
one  can  expect  and  hope  for 
greater  achievements. 

Why  should  we  not,  as  Breth- 
ren, co-operate  fully  in  this 
larger  endeavor  for  the  develop- 
ment and  work  of  the  church  in 
America?  The  answer,  I  believe, 
is  clear.  We  must.  Aware  of  the 
rich  blessings  that  have  come 
from  our  co-operation  both  in 
evangelism  and  home  missions, 
we  are  confident  of  greater  bless- 
ings in  the  days  that  lie  ahead. 


Harmon 


THANKSGIVING 

Virgil  Ritchie 

We  thank  thee,   God,   for  health 

and  home; 
For  mercy,  love  and  care. 
For    food    and    beauty    from    the 

loam — 
For  rain,  sunshine  and  air. 
For  friends  and  neighbors  kind — 

serene; 
For  flowers,  birds  and  trees. 
For      cloudland's      ever-changing 

scene. 
For  music  of  the  breeze. 
For  growth  of  churches  o'er  the 

land; 
For  those  who  meet  and  pray. 
For  guidance  of  thy  holy  hand — 
We  thank  thee,  God,  today. 


Invitation  to  Be  Grateful 


Paul  Mohler 

Pasadena,  California 


WHEN  our  church  had  a 
visitation  campaign  to 
gain  new  members,  I 
often  spoke  to  men  of  good  moral 
character  who  did  not  feel  their 
need  of  religion.  Knowing  that 
it  is  often  difficult  to  bring  such 
persons  to  a  conviction  of  sin 
and  to  show  them  their  need  of  a 
church,  1  frequently  spoke  to 
them  in  words  like  the  following. 

Mr.  Doe  I  would  like  to  give 
your  imagination  some  exer- 
cise. Just  suppose  that  when  I 
get  home  after  this  visit,  I  should 
find  a  fine  new  car  at  the  curb  in 
front  of  my  house  with  my  name 
on  the  title,  an  envelope  on  the 
seat  containing  a  large  sum  of 
money  and  a  note  saying  that  the 
car  and  the  money  were  gifts 
for  me.  Then  suppose  that  I 
learned  from  several  of  my 
neighbors  that  they  had  received 
identical  gifts  from  a  mysterious 
donor  who  remained  anonymous. 
Don't  you  think  I  ought  to  try 
to  find  out  who  gave  us  these 
gifts  and  don't  you  think  I 
should  tell  the  others  when  I  did 
discover   his   name   so   that   we 


could  'all  express  our  gratitude? 

Now  I  don't  really  expect  to 
find  that  car  when  I  go  home  but 
I  have  received  something  more 
valuable  than  the  car  from  a 
donor  whose  name  it  took  me 
some  time  to  learn.  I  count  it 
my  duty  to  express  my  gratitude 
in  every  way  that  I  can.  What  I 
received  is  a  wonderful  human 
body  made  up  of  billions  of  liv- 
ing cells,  each  having  a  specific 
function  to  perform  and  all 
working  together  for  my  benefit. 
To  keep  all  these  cells  alive  and 
active  I  received  a  chemical 
laboratory  more  efficient  than 
any  ever  built  by  scientists.  In 
it  I  can  put  a  great  variety  of 
material.  The  laboratory  breaks 
it  down  to  its  molecules,  then 
makes  up  all  the  different  sup- 
plies for  the  different  cells. 

There  is  a  complete  delivery 
system  that  takes  supplies  to  the 
cells  just  as  they  are  needed. 
Other  supplies  are  stored  where 
they  can  be  picked  up  as  they 
are  needed.  There  is  also  an  auto- 
matic ventilating  system  bring- 
ing in  oxygen  and  taking  out 
carbon  dioxide.  Over  all  of  these 


there  is  a  governor  with  an  inter- 
communication system  to  keep 
in  touch  with  all  the  operations 
of  the  body.  All  of  these  things 
are  put  together  in  so  compact 
and  convenient  a  form  that  it  is 
freely  automotive,  moving  under 
my  direction  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  operation  of  these 
systems.  If  I  should  be  grateful 
for  the  gift  of  a  fine  automobile, 
think  how  much  more  grateful 
I  should  be  for  this  wonderful 
body. 

Automobiles  wear  out  and  so 
do  bodies  but  with  my  body  I 
was  given  something  that  will 
never  wear  out  and  never  die.  It 
is  far  more  wonderful  and 
valuable  than  my  body.  It  is 
my  human  soul.  With  it  I  can 
think,  plan,  direct  myself  and 
others;  I  can  record  and  recall 
past  events  and  imagine  the 
future;  I  can  love  or  hate,  rejoice 
or  weep,  be  good  or  evil,  noble 
or  ignoble,  generous  or  stingy, 
unselfish  or  selfish,  holy  or  un- 
holy. My  soul  has  all  of  these 
abilities  and  many  more.  It  is 
the  greatest  gift  of  all.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  its  planning 
or  its  production.  I  can  make  it 
a  very  evil  thing,  one  that  de- 
serves total  annihilation,  yet  I 
cannot  even  destroy  it.  I  can 
make  it  good  in  many  ways  but 
I  cannot  of  myself  give  it  a  hap- 
py destiny.  Only  the  One  who 
gave  it  to  me  can  do  that  and 
that  one  is  God. 

Although  a  car  was  meant  to 
give  me  happiness,  it  might  give 
me  great  pain.  If  I  did  not  use 
it  as  it  was  meant  to  be  used  it 
could  easily  kill  me  or  give  me 
a  life  of  prolonged  suffering.  It 
is  the  same  with  my  body  and 
soul.  Both  were  meant  by  the 
Maker  to  give  me  happiness,  but 
misused  they  will  give  me  the 
greatest  unhappiness  imagin- 
able. Ignorance  of  automobile 
driving  is  inexcusable  in  a 
driver,  but  ignorance  of  how  to 
live  safely  is  far  worse. 

There  are  schools  and  instruc- 
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tors  for  automobile  drivers;  so 
also  there  must  be  schools  for 
those  who  would  learn  to  live. 
These  schools  of  living  we  call 
churches  and  the  instructors  are 
ministers,  teachers  and  Christian 
workers.  Do  you  see  why  we 
want  you  to  enroll  in  the  church 
school?  We  want  you  to  live  in 
this  life  so  that  you  will  be  suc- 
cessful in  every  good  undertak- 
ing and  ready  for  the  life  to 
come.  The  very  foundation  of 
such  a  life  is  to  know  and 
acknowledge  its  giver  and  to 
become  freely  grateful  and  re- 
sponsive. 

The  people  you  see  when  you 
go  to  church  are  not  there  be- 
cause they  are  very,  very  good, 
but  because  they  are  grateful. 
You  will  hear  them  sing  hymns 
expressing  their  gratitude,  and 
giving  gifts  expressive  of  the 
same.  The  sermon  will  stir  the 
congregation  to  greater  response 
to  the  love  of  our  Creator,  or  it 
may  point  out  specific  points  in 
successful  living  which  all  the 
hearers  need  to  observe.  You 
can  be  sure  that  the  people  there 
are  better  along  these  lines  than 
if  they  were  not  there.  Can't 
you  see  how  important  all  of  this 
is  for  them — and  for  you? 

Home  Missions  in  a  New 
World 

Continued  from  page  4 

stand.  This  new  leviathan  might 
well  try  a  "swallowing"  act  on 
the  church  which  would  place  in 
the  shade  the  whale's  swallow- 
ing of  Jonah.  This  threat  must 
be  viewed  by  Christians  with 
both  alarm  and  courage. 

4.  The  denial  of  human  rights 
to  many  minority  groups  of  our 
American  citizens  is  a  denial 
that  touches  the  essential  Chris- 
tian truths  of  the  sacredness  of 
human  personality  and  the 
obligations  of  brotherliness. 

5.  The  strength  of  anti-Chris- 
tian ideologies  in  our  midst  is 
another  threat.  These  ideologies, 
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whether  in  the  realms  of  eco- 
nomics, government  or  religion, 
however  they  are  cloaked,  repre- 
sent dangers  to  our  faith. 

Let  us  not  misjudge  the 
seriousness  of  these  threats.  We 
dare  no  longer  take  the  church 
for  granted  in  American  life. 
The  forces  standing  opposed  to 
our  Christian  faith  are  stronger 
than  they  have  been  for  at  least 
a  century.  The  battle  lines  are 
drawn.  The  battle  is  of  ideolo- 
gies and  faiths,  not  of  tanks  and 
bazookas  and  bombs.  The 
stakes  are  extremely  high.  The 
battle  is  for  the  soul  of  America 
and  the  future  of  civilization. 

The  Tasks  of  Home  Missions 

In  the  face  of  such  a  situation, 
home  missions  must  make  strong 
thrusts  into  modern  life.  The 
total  ministry  of  the  church  in 
America  must  be  vigorously  ex- 
tended. For  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  other  bodies  it 
means  moving  ahead  on  some 
great  tasks. 

1.  We  must  face  the  task  of 
rechurching  our  Brotherhood 
and  thereby  do  our  part  in  re- 
churching America  for  Protes- 
tantism. Where  our  people  go, 
the  church  must  also  go;  where 
communities  need  churches  and 
our  denomination  stands  in  a 
strategic  position  to  work  in 
those  communities  we  must  pro- 
vide the  leadership  and  the 
funds  to  move  aggressively  be- 
fore the  opportunities  are  lost. 

2.  Another  task  to  be  tackled 
is  the  evangelization  of  the 
masses.  The  fires  of  evangelism 
in  our  denomination  are  being 
rekindled.  We  should  all  thank 
God  for  this.  Even  though  a 
minority  "  fellowship,  we  dare 
never  be  content  with  remaining 
a  minority.  Gaining  in  numbers 
is  not  an  infallible  standard  of 
progress.  But  possessing  a  pas- 
sion to  win  new  followers  is  an 
infallible  criterion  of  vital  Chris- 
tianity. There  is  no  other  way 
to  interpret  the  Great  Commis- 
sion. 

3.  Carrying  the  gospel  to  the 
disadvantaged   is   another   task. 


Racial  groups,  such  as  Negroes, 
Indians  and  Mexicans;  economic 
groups,  such  as  migrant  workers 
and  sharecroppers;  social  groups, 
such  as  orphans,  widows,  aged, 
divorced  and  imprisoned — all 
need  the  gospel's  ministry 
through  the  church.  There  is  no 
limit  to  the  need  for  extending 
the  church's  services  in  these 
areas. 

4.  An  additional  task  is  that 
of  maintaining  the  church. 
There  are  some  occasions  when 
even  to  hold  the  line  is  progress. 
With  shifting  populations, 
churches  which  were  once 
strong  and  self-supporting  may 
need  to  become  mission  church- 
es and,  it  would  be  hoped,  some 
former  mission  churches  would 
become  strong,  self -financing  fel- 
lowships. 

What  Is  Needed 

To  meet  the  challenge  of  such 
tasks,  there  will  need  to  be  on 
the  part  of  the  entire  Brother- 
hood, first,  a  deliberate  intention 
to  continue  an  expanding  pro-, 
gram  of  home  missions,  second, 
a  sense  of  stewardship  which 
keeps  generous  funds  available, 
third,  a  leadership  trained  in  the 
techniques  of  church  extension 
and  service,  and,  fourth,  co- 
operation with  other  church 
bodies  who  are  laboring  at  the 
same  tasks. 

The  church  needs  to  face  its 
tasks  with  a  new  faith  and 
courage.  As  Kenneth  Scott 
Latourette  says  in  The  Christian 
Outlook  the  church  is  not  a 
beleaguered  city  but  a  besieging 
army.  The  church  is  to  be  on  the 
attack  in  the  world,  rather  than 
sitting  behind  the  fortifications 
of  precious  traditions  and  sacred 
heritage. 

Home  missions  represent  one 
of  the  attacking  arms  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Through  its  program  that  which 
happened  from  Paul's  labors  is 
happening  and  will  continue  to 
happen  over  and  over  again: 
"So  the  churches  were  strength- 
ened in  the  faith,  and  increased 
in  number  daily." 


To  Make  Thanksgiving 
Christian 

Continued  from  page  7 


thank  God  honestly,"  said  Robert 
E.  Speer  wisely,  "unless  we  rise 
to  our  responsibility  and  share 
what  God  has  given  to  us." 

If  our  Thanksgiving  is  not  to 
be  hypocrisy  or  selfishness  and 
greed  masquerading  in  the 
clothes  of  respectibility  and 
gratitude,  we  will  observe  the 
occasion  this  year  with  humility 
in  our  hearts,  with  honesty  and 
consistency  in  our  lives,  and 
with  a  sense  of  personal  respon- 
sibility to  try  to  answer  the 
prayers  of  multitudes  who  cry 
for  the  essentials  of  life.  We  will 
endeavor  to  make  Thanksgiving 
Christian! 


A  Farmer  Speaks  .  .  . 


A  YOUNG  fellow  down  near 
the  end  of  the  pew  moved 
about  and  asked  in  a  timid 
voice,  "Will  someone  please  tell 
us  about  this  business  of  giving?" 

Presently  an  old  brother,  a 
man  of  God  whose  hands  indi- 
cated that  he  was  a  farmer, 
arose,  cleared  his  throat,  stroked 
his  chin  thoughtfully  and  ad- 
dressed the  council  briefly. 

"We  Brethren  have  a  great 
program  reflected  in  a  challeng- 
ing budget.  It  was  wrought  out 
of  prayer  and  fashioned  to  meet 
needs.  Men  appointed  for  the 
purpose  worked  out  its  details. 
Our  Standing  Committee  studied 
and  discussed  it  and  prayed 
about  it.  Our  elected  representa- 
tives at  a  great  Conference  con- 
sidered it  again,  increased  it  and 
called  themselves  and  us  to  set 
our  goal.  Truly,  the  program  and 
budget  are  ours. 

"We  have  a  great  heritage  of 
blessings  joined  with  the  spirit 
of  sharing.  Our  forefathers  knew 
how  to  choose  the  rich  valleys. 
Our  men  have  been  industrious 
and  our  women  have  been  apt 
with  the  needle  and  the  cook- 
book. The  Brethren  have  been 
known  for  their  friendliness  and 
hospitality.    The   blessings   God 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Strong  Son  of  God.  Dwight  E. 
Stevenson.  Christian  Board  of  Pub- 
lication,   1949.     96   pages.    50   cents. 

The  thirteen  chapter-lessons  of 
this  book  make  it  ideal  for  a  quar- 
ter's elective  study  by  youth  and 
adult  Sunday-school  classes  or  for 
a  leadership  training  study  of  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus.  The 
writer  is  especially  good  in  the 
insight  he  gives  into  the  situations 
out  of  which  Jesus  acted  and  spoke. 
The  text  is  closely  related  to  many 
references  to  the  gospels. — C.  Ernest 
Davis. 

The  Effective  City  Church.  Mur- 
ray Leiffer.  Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
1949.    225  pages.    $2.75. 

A  very  careful,  extensive,  schol- 
arly and  readable  study  of  the  effec- 
tive city  church.  The  author  goes 
into  a  study  of  the  influence  of  the 
city  on  religious  life,  urban  com- 
munities and  their  churches,  prob- 
lems of  the  city  church,  and  plans 
for  meeting  our  total  Protestant 
responsibility  to  the  urban  com- 
munity. Every  urban  pastor  can 
profit   from   it. — Charles  E.   Zunkel. 


The  Church  Alive.  Samuel  M. 
Shoemaker.  E.  P.  Dutton,  1950. 
$1.50.    160  pages. 

A  most  vigorous  and  searching 
treatment  of  the  life,  work  and 
witness  of  the  minister,  by  one  of 
the  truly  great  spirits  of  our  time. 
He  carefully  and  creatively  outlines 
the  minister's  job,  hindrances  in  his 
ministry,  sources  of  power  for  his 
work,  discipline  and  fellowship  in 
his  life,  etc.  He  closes  with  a  splen- 
did treatment  of  the  work  of  the 
church  in  evangelism.  This  book 
will  stimulate  any  minister  or  lay- 
man.— Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

When  the  Church  Was  Young. 
Clovis  G.  Chappell.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury,   1949.     184  pages.    $2.00. 

In  this  volume  Dr.  Chappell  is  at 
his  best,  in  a  series  of  sermons  from 
the  Book  of  Acts.  He  shows  how  the 
church  when  it  was  young  faced 
"ignorance,  doubts,  lukewarm  co- 
operation and  unlimited  opportuni- 
ties." These  are  related  to  the  same 
situations  in  the  life  of  the  church 
today.  It  is  keen  in  its  insights. — 
Charles  E.  Zunkel. 


has  showered  on  our  people  have 
multiplied  through  channels  of 
service  to  others. 

"When  we  give  to  our  Brother- 
hood Fund  we  are  doing  many 
things  together.  Our  giving 
speeds  the  missionary  on  his 
way.  It  clothes  and  feeds  his 
children  and  ministers  to  the 
hungry  and  the  naked  of  many 
lands.  It  sends  the  caravans  of 
peace  from  community  to  com- 
munity and  undergirds  the  men 
of  God  who  carry  the  message  of 
Christ.  Let  us  consider  carefully 
the  fingers  of  love  that  reach  out 
to  many  places  near  and  far 
through  our  sharing  together. 

"You  see,  we  Brethren  actually 
believe  that  Christ  wanted  us  to 
understand  'the  in-as-much'." 

When  he  had  finished  speak- 
ing, the  brother  sat  down,  took 
out  the  little  yellow  book  which 
he  had  secured  at  the  town  bank 
and  with  a  generous  scrawl  pro- 
ceeded to  demonstrate  the  mean- 
ing of  what  he  had  just  said. 


THANKSGIVING 

M.    M.    Sherrick 

Mexico,  Indiana 

A  glint  of  red  where  hollies  be, 
A  frost  tang  in  the  air; 
The  hoard  of  nuts  in  hollow  tree 
Of    merry    woodland    folk    and 

wee — 
Thanksgiving's  everywhere. 

The  woodpile  towers  more  each 

day 
For  winter  evenings  rare. 
From  pantry  shelf  and  cellar  way 
The  spice  and  apple  odors  say. 
Thanksgiving's  everywhere. 

For  generous  hearts  that  warmly 

beat. 
Relieving  want  and  care; 
For  children  of  the  city  street. 
For  weary  men  with  weary  feet 
Thanksgiving's  everywhere. 

The  angel  of  content  has  blessed 
In  psalm  and  hymn  and  prayer. 
And    peace    abides,    a    constant 

guest. 
And  conscience   ease,   of  all  the 

best. 
Thanksgiving's  everywhere. 


NOVEMBER    18,    1950 


15 


KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Liberal  sharing  in  the  Thanksgiving  Home 
Mission  Offering  will  be  one  good  way  of 
saying  "thank  you"  to  God  for  his  many  bless- 
ings. This  program  is  an  affirmative  answer  to 
the  question:  Will  the  church  deepen  and 
share  its  redemptive  message  here  in  America? 


Daily  Bible  Readings:  Nov.  23— Psa.  121;  Nov.  24— 
Psa.  1;  Nov.  25— Matt.  5. 

George  H.  Tinsman  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  became  the 
assistant  minister  of  the  Washington  City  church  on 
Oct.  15.  His  address  is  Shirley  Duke  Apartments,  Apt. 
201,  110  Lynnwood  St.,  Alexandria,  Va. 

The  percentage  of  church  membership  to  population 
in  the  United  States  is  at  an  all-time  high,  according 
to  the  1949  figures.  In  thirty  years  the  percentage  has 
increased  from  39.6  to  54.2.  The  churches  of  all  faiths 
in  continental  United  States  made  a  total  net  gain  of 
nearly  two  and  a  half  million  members. 

Toy  balloons,  drifting  over  national  frontiers,  are 
spreading  in  Europe  the  idea  of  free  trade  and  economic 
integration.  Attached  to  each  balloon  is  a  postcard 
carrying  a  message  of  friendship  and  co-operation. 
Whoever  finds  the  card  is  supposed  to  fill  it  in  and 
return  it  to  the  sender.  Balloons  and  postcards  are 
being  distributed  at  European  fairs  and  the  response 
has  been  amazingly  good. 

"Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  responsible  repre- 
sentatives of  the  churches  to  the  district,"  writes  Jay 
Eller  in  the  District  Newsletter  of  Washington.  That 
the  delegates  are  representatives  of  the  district  in  the 
local  churches  is  also  true.  Being  promoters  of  local 
church  interests  at  district  meeting  and  of  the  district 
program  in  the  local  church  are  the  responsibility  and 
the  privilege  of  delegates. 

Word  has  been  received  that  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Keim 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  ill  and  is  a  patient  at  the  Miami 
Valley  hospital,  Dayton,  Ohio.  She  will  need  to  remain 
in  the  hospital  for  several  more  weeks  and  would  like 
to  have  the  Brotherhood  remember  her  in  prayer.  The 
evangelistic  meetings  that  were  scheduled  for  the  Low- 
er Miami  church,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  the  Keims  are 
pastors,  have  been  cancelled  because  of  Mrs.  Keim's 
illness. 

Ecumenical  assistance  to  "orphaned"  refugee  Chris- 
tians, to  Eastern  European,  Orthodox  and  minority 
churches,  to  Christian  youth  action,  plus  emergency- 
nature  contributed  supplies,  and  health,  scholarship  and 
leadership  exchange  programs  are  among  the  most 
strategic  needs  of  European  churches  for  the  coming 
year.  These  main  points  within  a  total  program  of 
interchurch  aid  strategy  were  stressed  by  nearly  seven- 
ty top-flight  European  and  American  churchmen  pres- 
ent at  a  special  consultation  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
in  order  to  ensure  that  needy  European  churches  will 
receive  adequate  and  necessary  assistance  in  1951. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Oakley  church.  111.,  will  have  its  home-coming  serv- 
ices on  Nov.  19,  with  an  all-day  meeting  of  Christian 
fellowship. 

Cumberland  church,  Md.,  will  have  dedication  serv- 
ices for  the  new  church  building  on  Sunday,  Nov.  26. 
Bro.  Raymond  R.  Peters  will  deliver  the  morning  mes- 
sage and  the  dedicatory  address  in  the  afternoon  at 
2:00  p.m. 

Alice  M.  Graybill  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  suffered  a  paralytic 
stroke  on  Sept.  28.  After  nearly  two  weeks  in  the 
hospital,  she  was  taken  home.  She  has  been  improving 
slowly.  The  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  are  requested 
in  her  behalf. 

Approximately  2,300,000,000  human  beings  are  on 
the  earth.  One  billion  five  hundred  million  of  them  are 
undernourished.  There  are  about  25,000,000  unnecessary 
or  premature  deaths  resulting  largely  from  lack  of  food 
and  sanitation. 

Home-coming  services  will  be  held  at  the  Jackson 
Park  church,  Tenn.,  on  Sunday,  Nov.  26.  Elder  Roy  E. 
Clarke  will  deliver  the  morning  address  and  Bro. 
Charles  Rinehart  will  speak  in  the  afternoon.  All  sur- 
rounding churches  are  invited  to  attend  these  services. 

The  social  welfare  work  of  the  United  Nations  has 
been  growing.  In  the  last  three  years,  414  social  welfare 
officials  from  thirty-four  countries  have  received  fellow- 
ships to  study  modern  methods  in  other  lands.  In  addi- 
tion, forty-two  welfare  experts  have  been  sent  by  the 
UN  to  fourteen  countries  asking  aid  in  developing  their 
own  programs. 

Morrellville  church.  Pa.,  will  observe  Brethren  Week 
jointly  with  the  Third  Brethren  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
during  Thanksgiving  week,  Nov.  21-24.  T.  F.  Henry  of 
Juniata  College  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Rev.  Richard 
Wolfe  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  Bro.  Roy  S.  Forney 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  have  been  enjoying 
splendid  fellowship  between  the  two  churches  in  the 
past  years. 

More  than  3,000  women  from  over  seventy  Protes- 
tant denominations  were  expected  to  attend  the  four- 
day  National  Assembly  sponsored  by  the  United  Council 
of  Church  Women  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  13-16.  The 
assembly,  which  has  been  held  every  two  years  since 
1931,  sought  to  map  a  comprehensive  "community  cen- 
tered and  world-wide"  church  program  dealing  with 
education  and  employment,  housing  and  health,  Chris- 
tian evangelism  and  race  relations,  along  with  specific 
church  projects  to  meet  the  need  of  "critical  world 
areas."  The  "community  approach,"  was  stressed  in 
each  of  the  six  seminars.  Several  of  the  peace  sessions 
were  conducted  by  United  Nations  personnel.  One  of 
the  important  subjects  for  discussion  was  the  United 
Council's  participation  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  United  Council,  along  with  seven  other  national 
interdenominational  agencies  will  meet  to  form  the 
National  Council  at  a  constitution  convention  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Nov.  28  to  Dec.  1.  Mrs.  W.  Murdock  Mac- 
Leod is  executive  secretary  of  the  United  Council. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Shoring   the  Christian  Life 


A  national,  nonsectarian  program  to  stress  the  im- 
portance of  spiritual  values  in  personal  and  community 
life  concentrated  nation-wide  attention  in  November  on 
religion  and  the  religious  institutions  of  America.  This 
annual  movement  is  called  the  Religion  in  American 
Life  program,  the  goal  of  which  is  to  deepen  spiritual 
values.  National  promotion  to  urge  church  attendance 
and  support  made  intensive  use  of  press,  radio,  televi- 
sion, highway  billboards  like  the  one  pictured  here  and 
bus  cards.  Throughout  the  entire  month,  the  message 
of  religion  will  reach  Americans  everywhere  with  the 
theme:  "Take  Your  Problems  to  Church  This  Week — 
Millions  Leave  Them  There!" 

Brother  and  Sister  Weldon  Myer  have  been  ordained 
to  the  ministry  in  the  Oakton  church,  Va. 

Interracial  brotherhood  was  endorsed  in  principle  by 
the  Texas  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.,  at 
its  recent  meeting.  While  the  synod  declined  to  adopt 
a  resolution  urging  church  people  to  cpmbat  segrega- 
tion, the  resolution  adopted  called  on  church  members 
to  exact  their  influence  toward  a  nonsegregated  church 
and  a  nonsegregated  society. 

People  of  Formosa  are  turning  to  religion  and  are 
flocking  to  the  churches.  Churches  in  the  major  towns 
of  the  island  are  well  attended,  not  only  on  Sundays, 
but  on  other  days  of  the  week.  This  new  interest  in 
religion  seems  to  stem  from  the  situation  in  Korea  and 
an  eagerness  to  find  comfort  and  some  measure  of 
stability  in  an  uncertain  world.   (WP) 

Nationalism  in  the  Far  West  and  its  international 
implications  were  the  main  topics  for  discussion  when 
the  Indian  Council  of  World  Affairs  played  host  to  the 
Pacific  Relations  Conference,  which  met  in  Lucknow 
in  October.  Among  the  subjects  scheduled  for  discus- 
sion were  the  effects  of  Chinese  Communist  policies  on 
Southeast  Asia;  international  effects  of  Indo-Pakistan 
relations;  role  of  the  UN  in  Korea,  Indonesia,  Kashmir 
and  the  Pacific  Islands;  peace  treaty  with  Japan;  U.  S. 
economic  policy  in  eastern  and  southern  Asia,  British 
and  French  policy  in  Malaya  and  Indo-China;  and 
regional  co-operation  in  southern  Asia.  (India  Bulletin) 


Dale  Zimmerman  has  been  relicensed  to  the  ministry 
in  the  First  church,  Ligonier,  Pa. 

We  have  received  word  that  Brother  and  Sister 
Ernest  Ikenberry's  address  has  been  changed  from  % 
National  Christian  Council,  169  Yuan  Ming  Yuan  Road, 
Shanghai,  China,  to  Church  of  the  Brethren  Mission, 
Room  514,  169  Yuan  Ming  Yuan  Road,  Shanghai,  China. 

Contribution  of  more  than  forty  million  dollars  in 
cash  and  goods  to  church  relief  and  reconstruction 
abroad  in  the  last  decade  represents  "the  greatest  co- 
operative effort  in  the  history  of  American  Lutheran- 
ism,"  asserted  Dr.  Paul  C.  Empie,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Lutheran  Council,  in  a  report  to  the 
convention  of  the  United  Lutheran  Church.  Most  of  the 
funds  raised  through  the  council's  annual  appeal  have 
been  used  to  help  war-afflicted  people  and  churches 
overseas. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Ernest  Munlzing  of  Broadway,  Va.,  in  the  Cumberland 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  26 — Dec.  10. 

Bro.  Harper  S.  Will  of  Chicago,  111.,  in  the  Lebanon  church. 
Pa.,  Nov.  19-26;  in  the  Martinsburg  church.  Pa.,  Dec.  3-10. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Martinsburg 
church  Nov.  26 — Dec.  2. 

Bro.  Robert  Nance  of  Wetmore,  Kansas,  in  the  Verdigris 
church,  Kansas,  Nov.  20 — Dec.  1. 

Bro.  Perry  H.  Sanger  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  in  the  Taylors  Valley 
church,  Va.,  Nov.  12-26. 

Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111.,  in  the  Grants  Pass  church, 
Oregon,  Nov.  14-26;  in  the  Portland  church,  Oregon,  Nov.  28 — 
Dec.  10. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  added  to  the  New  Bethel  church,  Va. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Ligonier  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Pasadena  church,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Jennersville  church,  Pa. 

Fifty-six  added  to  the  Seattle  church,  Wash. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Monocacy  church,  Md. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Wabash  City  church,  Ind. 

Twenty-three  baptized  in  the  East  Mt.  Carmel  church,  Va. 

Four  baptized  and  twelve  received  by  letter  in  the  Oakton 
church,  Va. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Thurmont 
church,  Md. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  three  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Ridge 
congregation,   Pa. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  New  Phila- 
delphia church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the  Clover 
Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  19 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christian  Worship. — Isa.  1:11-17;  Luke 
4:16;  John  4:19-26;  Acts  2:37-47;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Col.  3:16-17; 
Heb.  10:23-25.  Memory  Selection:  God  is  spirit,  and  those  who 
worship  him  must  worship  in  spirit  and  truth.   John  4:  24  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  November,  Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 

Announcements 


Love 
Indiana 

Nov.  19,  South   Bend,   First. 

Nov.  20,  Plymouth. 

Nov.  25,  7  pm,  Poplar  Grove. 

Iowa 
Nov.  24,  7  pm,   Ivester. 

Maryland 
Nov.  19,  6  pm.  Manor. 

Michigan 
Nov.  26,  7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Ohio 
Nov.  18,  Beaver  Creek. 


Feasts 

Nov.  20,  Lick  Creek. 
Nov.  26,  Pitsburg. 

Pennsylvania 
Nov.  19,  all  day,  Salunga. 
Nov.  26,  7  pm,  Allentown. 
Nov.  26,  7  pm,  Natrona  Heights. 

Virginia 
Nov.  19,  5  pm,  Roanoke,  Ninth. 

West  Virginia 
Nov.  19,  White  Pine. 
Dec.  3,  Bethel. 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


This  article  is  adapted  from  a 
letter  written  to  the  editor  of  the 
McPherson  Daily  Republican,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kansas,  shortly  after  Bro. 
Peters  arrived  in  Austria  to  take 
charge  of  our  Brethren  Service 
work  there.  We  appreciate  his  will- 
ingness to  share  his  early  impres- 
sions with  Messenger  readers. 

TO  DATE  I  have  set  foot  at  least 
once  and,  in  some  cases  several 
times,  in  the  following  coun- 
tries: Newfoundland,  Ireland,  Lux- 
embourg, Germany,  Austria,  France, 
Belgium,  Switzerland  and  Holland. 

The  well-known  and  historical 
cities  in  which  I  have  been  are: 
Frankfurt,  Augsburg,  Innsbruck, 
Strassburg,  Linz,  Vienna,  Munich, 
Oberammergau,  Kassel,  Cologne, 
Rheims,  Brussels,  Utrecht,  Amster- 
dam, Rotterdam,  Luxembourg,  Hei- 
delberg, Zurich  and  Salzburg.  All 
of  these  cities  except  Zurich,  Swit- 
zerland, suffered  destruction  from 
the  war.  The  worst  is  to  be  found 
in  Germany  and  much  of  it  is 
indescribable. 

I  have  visited  a  number  of  sum- 
mer relief  work  camps  where  young 
people  from  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  are  helping  to  re- 
build schools,  hospitals  and  homes 
for  refugees.  I  have  also  attended 
peace  institutes  and  international 
relations  conferences. 

I  have  also  visited  DP  camps  and 
Volksdeutsch  refugee  camps.  At 
Linz,  Austria,  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission  is  in  charge  of  one  of 
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the  Volksdeutsch  refugee  camps 
under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Rose- 
mary Block,  a  registered  nurse  from 
Illinois. 

The  Brethren  Service  Commission 
workers  and  helpers  in  Europe  held 
a  five-day  conference  at  Seefeld, 
Austria,  June  27  to  July  1,  and 
immediately  following  that  several 
of  us  attended  the  Passion  Play  at 
Oberammergau. 

My  office  is  in  the  same  building 
and  on  the  same  floor  with  the  Rev. 
Georg  Traar,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
pastor  and  Austrian  superintendent, 
and  a  great  deal  of  our  work  is  in 
co-operation  with  his  organization. 
We  also  assist  in  supplying  some 
of  the  needs  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of 
leaders  in  both  groups  as  well  as 
in  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  the  education 
division  of  the  American  forces  lo- 
cated in  Vienna.  We  get  consider- 
able material  to  distribute  from 
CARE  and  other  agencies.  Both  the 
Friends  and  Mennonites  have  work- 
ing units  here. 

I  was  in  Schwarzenau,  Germany, 
and  attended  the  Lutheran  church 
of  which  the  Rev.  Pabst  is  pastor 
and  met  his  son  who  will  attend 
Juniata  College  at  Huntingdon,  Pa., 
this  year.  A  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Schultz  is  to  attend  Mc- 
Pherson College  and  I  am  arranging 
for  Kurt  Materna,  a  young  man 
here  in  Vienna,  to  attend  Elizabeth- 
town  College  in  Pennsylvania.  Also 
approximately  200  German  high 
school  students  will  spend  a  year 
in  homes  in  the  United  States.  Next 
year  the  plan  is  that  we  will  send 
a  number  from  Austria. 

The  farming  in  Europe  is  inten- 
sive and  the  landscape  is  indescrib- 
ably beautiful.  On  the  whole,  the 
farmers  live  in  villages  and  one  sees 


few  wooden  houses  or  roofs.  How 
the  vineyards  on  the  Rhine  are 
maintained  is  unbelievable!  One 
sees  few  weeds  any  place  in  Europe 
and  an  abundance  of  flowers.  The 
majority  of  the  people  in  the  cities, 
however,  do  not  have  independent 
housing  units.  They  grow  their 
flowers  in  boxes  outside  their 
windows. 

As  you  may  recall,  one  of  my 
hobbies  is  coincidences  and  my  first 
one  in  Europe  was  when  I  picked 
up  a  German  boy  on  the  autobahn 
from  Kassel  to  Frankfurt.  He  was 
on  his  way  to  meet  a  boy  at  Heidel- 
burg.  I  asked  the  boy's  name,  and 
he  said  William  Peters.  I  find  the 
name  Peters  on  a  number  of  adver- 
tisements and  am  told  that  it  is  a 
common  name  in  Northern  Ger- 
many in  particular. 

The  Marshall  Plan  is  a  great  help 
in  Europe  where  applied.  I  talked 
to  an  officer  of  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment recently  and  he  said  he  cannot 
find  words  to  express  Austria's  ap- 
preciation.   Recovery  in  Austria  is 


Rosemary  Block,  R.N.,  Is  shown  here  with 
Dr.  Beugel,  refugee  doctor  for  the  largest 
refugee  camp  in  Austria — Camp  Haid  with 
more  than  4,000  inhabitants  —  as  he  ex- 
presses his  thanks  for  the  medicine  and 
other  health  supplies  which  were  given 
by  the  Brethren  Service  Commission  for 
the  improvement  of  the  medical  health 
conditions  of  the  camp 


more  noticeable  than  in  Germany. 
If  another  world  war  can  be 
avoided,  the  next  twenty-five  years 
will  see  a  new  Europe.  The  need 
for  sympathetic  understanding  and 
co-operation  between  the  United 
States  and  Western  Europe  is  para- 
mount to  peace.  One  feels  the  ten- 
sion resulting  from  the  Korean 
situation  more  in  Germany  than  in 
Austria.  I  believe  the  United  Na- 
tions will  find  a  solution  without  a 
third  world  war. 

I  met  a  Protestant  pastor  from 
France  at  a  peace  conference  in 
Holland,  and  he  said  he  hoped  the 
United  States  would  not  withdraw 
too  soon  from  Western  Europe.  He 
feels  their  security  and  safety  from 
communism  depends  upon  our  help. 

As  one  sees  over  here  the  old 
buildings  that  were  constructed  four 
to  five  hundred  years  ago  and  many 
a  thousand  or  more  years  ago,  one 
is  impressed  with  the  thoroughness 
of  the  work.  How  the  castles  on 
the  hills  and  mountains,  the  cathe- 
drals and  monuments  were  built 
before  modern  machinery  was  in- 
vented is  almost  a  miracle.  I  find 
the  castles  and  cathedrals  interest- 
ing but  at  the  same  time  sobering 
When  I  think  of  the  slave  labor, 
misery  and  human  sacrifice  involved 
in  building  them. 

May  we  never  lose  our  freedom 
in  the  United  States.  I  mean  free 
enterprise,  free  schools,  freedom  of 
religion  and  free  homes.  Imperial- 
istic capitalism  and  centralized 
socialism  are  both  threats  to  demo- 
cratic society.  The  man  who  owns 
and  employs  needs  to  be  socially 
minded  and  humane,  and  the  man 
who  is  employed  needs  to  render 
service  for  value  received.  The  road 
to  success  should  be  open  to  any 
and  all  who  are  deserving  and 
worthy.  Social,  religious,  economic 
and  race  discriminations  have  no 
place  in  a  democratic  society. 

As  I  see  it,  one  of  the  best  vways 
to  combat  communism  is  to  make 
democracy  increasingly  better.  I  al- 
ready see  evidence  in  Western  Eu- 
rope of  increasing  interest  in  a  more 
democratic  way  of  life.  I  do  not 
believe  universal  military  training 
for  the  eighteen-year-olds  is  the 
solution  to  our  national  problem  in 
the  United  States. 

To  me  freedom  means  equal  op- 
portunity for  all  to  move  ahead 
where  worthy  and  qualified  but  not 
at  the  other's  expense  and  disad- 
vantage. The  employer  should  pay 
good  or  sufficient  wages,  and  pro- 
vide adequate,  safe  and  sanitary 
working  conditions.  The  employee 
should   prove   himself   efficient   and 


Where  these  two 
youth  were  one 
year  ago  is  any- 
body's guess.  They 
were  wandering 
somewhere  over 
the  streets  and 
highways  of  Ger- 
many with  no 
home  and  no  fu- 
ture. Today  they 
are  making  clothes- 
pins in  a  Y.M.C.A. 
youth  home.  Byron 
Royer  (center). 
Brethren  Service 
worker,  has  as- 
sisted this  home 
and  others  in  their 
task  of  rescuing 
lives  from  the  pris- 
ons   of    Germany. 


KALTENSTEIN    FAREWELL 


Byron  Royer  with  his  family  has 
left  Kaltenstein  to  succeed  Kurlis 
Naylor  as  director  of  Brethren  Serv- 
ice work  in  Kassel,  Germany.  The 
following  is  an  account  of  their 
farewell.  Even  though  the  Royers 
have  left,  the  Brethren  will  continue 
to  supply  the  project  with  material 
aid. 

THE  boys  and  the  management 
of  the  Kaltenstein  Youth  Village 
turned  all  out  to  prepare  the 
farewell  for  the  Royers  when  they 
left  to  take  up  their  new  work  at 
Kassel. 

The  high  point  of  the  day  was 
the  conferring  upon  Byron  Royer 
of  the  Right  of  Honorary  Citizen  of 
the  Youth  Village.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  such  an  honor  had 
been  given  and  there  were  tears 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Youth  Court 
judge  as  he  made  his  presentation 
speech.  With  lumps  in  their  throats, 
they  remembered  this  fine  boy  as 
the  untidy  and  unkempt  newcomer 
of  the  year  before  and  wondered  at 
the  miracle. 

After  this  high  moment  and  the 
pause  which  followed,  the  fun  broke 
loose.    These   boys   were    especially 


talented,  as  are  all  German  youth, 
in  impromptu  drama.  There  were 
original  poems,  and  boys  and  lead- 
ers jumped  up  one  after  another 
to  tell  funny  stories  or  offer  their 
best  stunt. 

During  the  afternoon  flowers  were 
given  to  Ruth  Royer  as  the  first 
Kaltenstein  mother  and  to  those 
second  year  volunteers,  Margaret 
Geisel  and  Floy  Bowers.  Margaret 
and  Floy  were  in  the  Kaltenstein 
work  camp  of  1949  and  asked  for 
the  privilege  of  returning  in  1950 
to  work  again  with  and  for  the  boys. 

In  the  evening  the  romantic  inner 
court  was  the  setting  for  one  of 
the  fine  string  quartet  concerts  so 
often  heard  in  Germany.  The  whole 
court  was  filled  with  villagers  who 
climbed  the  hill  for  this  treat. 

Although  the  Royers  are  continu- 
ing their  relationship  with  a  month- 
ly visit  to  Kaltenstein  for  discussions 
and  courses  with  the  leadership, 
they  left  their  period  of  residence 
on  this  project  with  a  feeling  of 
close  fellowship  with  the  fine  lead- 
ers there  and  with  the  almost  300 
boys  with  whom  they  had  become 
acquainted  and  who  had  captured 
their  hearts. — M.  R.  Zigler. 


render  adequate  service  for  value 
received.  The  employee  should  con- 
tribute toward  his  retirement  fund. 

I  find  people  over  here  very  kind 
and  friendly.  There  are  many  very 
poor  people.  The  refugee  and  DP 
problems  are  major  problems  and 
it   will    take    years    to    solve   them. 

As  you  may  know,  Vienna  is  a 
four  zone  city,  but  I  find  it  possible 
to  move  from  one  zone  to  the  other 


without  difficulty.  I  have  found  the 
same  thing  true  in  going  from  one 
country  to  another  in  Western 
Europe. 

Maids  and  servants  do  things  for 
me  that  I  have  never  experienced 
in  the  United  States.  As  yet  I  have 
not  started  wearing  short  trousers. 

Auf  Wiedersehen! 


NOVEMBER    18,    1950 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


STUDY  TO  SHOW  THYSELF  APPROVED 


Leadership  Education 

GENERAL 

Activities  in  Child  Education.  Eliz- 
abeth M.  Lobingier.  Pilgrim  Press, 
1950.     226    pages.     $3.50. 

Step-by-step  help  is  given  in  de- 
veloping the  right  point  of  view 
concerning  creative  activities  with 
children  in  the  church.  At  the  same 
time  specific  methods  and  tech- 
niques for  doing  many  activities  are 
given.  The  inexperienced  as  well 
as  the  trained  teacher  may  use  this 
book  in  a  profitable  way. 

Church  School  Teacher's  Job.  Mil- 
dred and  Frank  Eakin.  Macmillan, 
1949.     228    pages.     $2.75. 

Even  teachers  who  do  not  agree 
in  total  with  the  general  point  of 
view  of  the  authors  will  gain  much 
practical  help  in  such '  matters  as 
keeping  order,  meeting  classroom 
situations,  planning  lessons,  and 
projects,  and  teaching  the  Bible. 
The  book  also  deals  with  matters  of 
relationships  between  the  church 
school  and  the  home,  public  school, 
and  church.  It  is  full  of  illustrative 
material  drawn  from  the  experience 
of  the  authors. 

Playmaking  With  Children.  Wini- 
fred Ward.  Appleton  Century,  1947. 
312  pages.    $2.50. 

Although  this  book  was  written 
to  meet  a  need  in  public  education, 
it  will  inspire  and  help  teachers  of 
children  in  the  church  who  are 
eager  to  use  the  most  creative  and 
effective  methods  of  teaching.  There 
is  excellent  material  on  storytelling 
and  creative  dramatics.  The  author 
writes  with  keen  insight  into  the 
nature  and  needs  of  children  and 
her  book  should  help  teachers  solve 
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From  time  to  time  on  these 
pages  we  have  listed  the  newer 
books  that  may  be  borrowed  from 
the  Elgin  Loan  Library.  Reviewed 
here  is  a  group  of  recent  additions 
to  the  library  that  will  be  of  spe- 
cial interest  and  help  to  parents 
and  teachers  of  children. 

Write  to  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  for  the  Loan  Library 
Catalog,  with  the  October  1950 
supplement,  for  a  complete  listing 
of  the  books  on  the  Loan  Library 
shelves. 

Books  reviewed  here  may  also 
be  purchased  from  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House. 


individual    problems    and    grow    in 
teaching  ability. 

Recently,  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Christian  Education 
Commission  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  has  had  brought  to  its 
attention  three  manuals  produced  by 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  U.S.A. 
Since  these  manuals  were  written  for 
use  in  that  church,  its  curriculum 
materials  and  practices  are  men- 
tioned and  promoted  throughout  the 
books.  They  should  be  read  with  an 
understanding  of  that  purpose  in 
mind.   They  are  as  follows: 

KINDERGARTEN 

When  They  Are  Four  and  Five.  K. 
M.  Tobey.  Westminster  Press,  1950. 
69  pages.   $1.00. 

A  very  fine  guidance  manual  for 
teachers  of  kindergarten  children. 
The  author  shows  keen  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  and  needs  of  their 
age  group.  The  "do's"  and  "don't's" 
which  she  uses  throughout  the  book 
give  specific  summaries  of  good  pro- 
cedure  and   pick  up  values   which 


are  often  overlooked  in  leadership 
material. 

PRIMARY 

When  They  Are  Six  to  Eight.  Eva 
Watson  Frye.  Westminster  Press, 
1950.  68  pages.   $1.00. 

This  manual  will  answer  many 
questions  for  primary  teachers  and 
give  new  inspiration  for  teaching. 
It  is  organized  in  a  way  which  is 
new  and  lifts  up  many  factors  which 
are  misunderstood  and  overlooked 
by  primary  teachers.  Such  chapters 
as  The  Whole  Child  and  Discipline 
or  How  Do  Children  Learn  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

When  They  Are  Nine  to  Eleven. 
Florence  Martin.  Westminster  Press, 
1950.    68  pages.    $1.00. 

The  kind  of  a  manual  which  gives 
a  teacher  more  understanding  of 
junior  boys  and  girls  as  well  as 
helps  her  use  creative  methods  and 
procedures  when  working  with 
them.  It  is  written  by  an  author 
who  has  a  sound  point  of  view  and 
a  long  background  of  experience  in 
working  with  children. 

The  Home 

PARENT    EDUCATION 

Children  Know  Their  Friends. 
Ruth  Wendell  Washburn.  William 
Morrow  &  Co,  1949.  192  pages.. 
$2.50. 

A  very  delightful  book  by  an 
author  who  seems  especially  sensi- 
tive to  the  ways  of  children  and 
how  they  feel  and  react  to  adults 
as  well  as  to  children.  Written  with 
keen  insight  and  a  sense  of  humor 
which  makes  it  appeal  to  any 
parent  or  teacher  who  loves  chil- 
dren and  is  striving  to  understand 
them  better. 

The  Normal  Sex  Interests  of  Chil- 
dren. Frances  Bruce  Strain.   Apple- 


?oencerai  Bcr(ot(heoh(ood(  Board  Remodeling  the 

22  South  State  Street  w 

Elgin,  Illinois  Congregation 

Dear  Brethren:  CONTINUE      hearing      of 

Recognizing     strategic     Brethren     Home        \/%l  ..  ,  .  , 

Mission     enterprises     are     spiritual     "dia-        V V  congregations    which    are    re- 
monds"   of   great  potential  worth,   I   (we)  modeling  their  church  build- 

ings.    The   process    may    consist   of 

Thanksgiving ""  offering  lo"  help"  develop       adding    more    auditorium    space,    of 
promising  fields.  improving    the    interior    decoration 

and  the  lighting,  of  providing  mod- 
ern  facilities,  or  of  arranging  addi- 
tional classrooms.    Sometimes  it  is 
all  of  these — or  perhaps  an  entirely 
(Address)  new  building. 

We  rejoice   at  every   evidence   of 

"('city) growth  in  the  church.   We  are  happy 

to  see  a  growing  congregation  push- 

ing  the  walls  out,  and  the  increase 

(Congregation)  0f  functions  requiring  new  facilities. 

We  approve,  too,  making  the  house 

(District) °^  ^od  an  attractive  place.   This  era 

of   physical    improvements    will   be 

a    blessing    to    the    church,    we    do 

believe. 


ton-Century-Crofts,    Inc.,    1948.     207 
pages.    $2.75. 

This  new  book  by  a  well-known 
author  in  the  field  is  a  thoroughly 
informed,  factual  study  of  the  de- 
velopment of  sex  interests  and  ac- 
tivity in  the  average  child  from 
birth  to  the  beginning  of  maturity. 
It  will  be  helpful  to  parents,  teach- 
ers and  leaders  concerned  with  the 
care  and  training  of  children,  espe- 
cially in  the  area  of  sex  education. 
The  author  recognizes  a  new  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  parents  in 
securing  help  in  answering  their 
children's  questions  about  sex  hon- 
estly and  in  language  they  under- 
stand. Adults  of  today  must 
recognize  that  social  customs  and 
attitudes  are  changing  and  they 
must  be  informed  and  alert  to  the 
nature  and  interests  of  their  chil- 
dren. An  occasional  reference  to 
smoking  or  dancing  will  not  be 
approved  but  should  not  keep  one 
from  getting  the  helpful  information 
and  suggestions  of  the  author. 

i  PREPARATION    FOR    MARRIAGE 
Wedding    Etiquette.     Rev.    Jabez 
Taylor.    1946.    50c. 

A  real  service  booklet  for  minis- 
ters and  others  who  are  asked  to 
jgive  detailed  suggestions  for  the 
many  activities  pertaining  to  mar- 
|riage.  Attractively  bound  in  white 
|  leatherette. 

Personal   Enrichment 
About  Myself.    Nevin  C.   Harner. 
i  Christian     Education     Press,     1950. 
,133  pages.   $1.75. 

For    the    young    person    entering 

I  adulthood  but  still  struggling  with 

Jthe  drives  and  habits  of  the  early 

een-ager,  this  book  should  be  very 


helpful.  How  to  understand  anger, 
what  to  do  about  petting,  and  learn- 
ing how  to  treat  Mother  and  Dad 
as  adults  are  some  of  the  problems 
expertly  discussed.  This  book  is 
highly  recommended  for  Christian 
youth,  both  for  individual  reading 
and  group  sharing. 

Purchases  of  any  of  the  above 
books  can  be  made  through  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin, 
Illinois. 

A  NEW  BIBLIOGRAPHY  en- 
titled Family  Life  has  just  been 
received  in  the  Family  Life  Depart- 
ment from  the  office  of  the  Family 
Life  Department  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches.  This  selected 
book  list  represents  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion and  the  United  Council  of 
Church  Women.    It  sells  for  25c. 

The  following  general  areas  are 
covered:  ' 

Interpretation  of  Family  Life. 

Aids  to  Christian  Training  and 
Family    Devotions. 

Marriage. 

Home  Management. 

Home  Guidance  of  Children. 

Dating. 

Courtship  and  Preparation  for 
Marriage. 

Aids  for  Church  Leaders. 

Some  Helps  for  Counselors. 

Background  Books. 

Every  person  who  is  specializing 
in  leadership  in  this  field  will  want 
to  have  access  to  the  bibliography 
available  from  the  Family  Life  De- 
partment, Christian  Education  Com- 
mission, 22  So.  State  Street,  Elgin, 
111. 


We  hear  of  places,  too,  where  they 
decide  to  remodel  the  congregation 
rather  than  the  church  building.  A 
large  congregation,  with  its  mem- 
bers perhaps  pretty  widely  scat- 
tered, decides  to  divide,  and  instead 
of  building  larger,  put  up  a  new 
church  some  distance  from  the  old 
one.  The  new  congregation  may 
serve  as  a  mission  force  in  a  needy 
area.  There  is  a  natural  hesitancy 
in  breaking  up  the  solidarity  of  a 
community.  But  church  communi- 
ties exist  as  a  means,  not  as  an  end. 
The  greater  spiritual  growth  which 
comes  as  more  people  are  put  to 
work  and  as  there  is  a  greater  em- 
phasis on  evangelism  will  more  than 
compensate  for  the  failure  to  see 
one  another  every  Sunday. 

And  where  is  the  church  leader 
who  will  have  enough  vision  and 
courage  to  say  to  some  of  his  vig- 
orous and  talented  young  families, 
"There  are  enough  of  us  here  to 
carry  on  this  work.  Go  to  some 
distant  country  or  state  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  new  community  and 
to  establish  a  new  congregation.  Or 
go  to  strengthen  some  of  the  many 
small  congregations  which  could  use 
reinforcements.  Perhaps  you  can 
revive  some  dying  church  or  resur- 
rect a  dead  one.  Go  with  our  bless- 
ing and  prayers." 

Our  church  should  be  growing. 
The  smaller  congregations  should  be 
getting  larger.  But  there  is  a  point 
at  which  size  ceases  to  be  a  virtue. 
Some  of  our  congregations  need  re- 
modeling more  than  buildings  do. 
— From  the  Gospel  Herald,  by  per- 
mission. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneita  C.  Mow 


The  Hindu  God,  Gcmesh,  or  Gcmpati 

Ganesh,  the  Hindu  god  of  wisdom, 
prudence,  policy  and  also  of  wealth,  is 
the  son  of  Siva  and  Parvati.  Mythology 
teaches  that  Siva,  in  a  quarrel  with  his 
son,  smote  off  his  head  in  anger.  Par- 
vanti,  Siva's  wife,  wrathfully  commanded 
him  to  restore  their  son  to  life.  Siva  sought 
for  Ganesh's  head,  but,  failing  to  find  it, 
seized  an  elephant's  head  and  stuck  it 
on  the  headless  body.  At  the  same  time 
this  compensation  was  granted  to  the  ele- 
phant-headed god,  that  he  should  be  first 
worshiped  in  all  ceremonies.  His  worship 
is  universal;  festivals  in  his  honor  are 
numerous.  Books  are  usually  begun  with 
the  words,  "Salutation  to  Ganesh."  Im- 
ages of  him  are  to  be  found  in  all  shops, 
as  he  is  the  patron  god  of  the  merchant, 
who  rarely  begins  business  without  an 
act  of  reverence  to  him.  The  first  act  on 
building  a  house  is  to  invoke  the  blessing 
of  Ganesh  upon  it.  All  important  matters 
of  business  and  religious  sacrifices  and 
ceremonials  are  begun  by  pious  Hindus 
with  an  invocation  to  this  god.  He  is  rep- 
resented as  a  man  with  an  elephant's 
head  and  trunk,  with,  however,  only  one 
tusk.  He  is  always  represented  as  having 
four  hands. 


The  God  Factory 


Lois  Shull 

Dahanu,  India 


IF  IT  had  not  been  the  second 
day  of  the  ganpati  festival  the 
streets  ^  would  have  been  even 
more  crowded.  People,  vehicles  and 
animals  vied  for  the  right  of  way. 
This  was  the  day  that  the  ugly 
elephant-headed  god  with  four  arms 
was  to  be  worshiped  in  the  houses. 
Ernie  and  I,  with  our  Brahman 
friend,  were  on  our  way  to  see  gods 
being  created  in  a  god  factory.  We 
made  our  way  through  a  winding, 
narrow  street  that  ended  in  a  little 
courtyard. 

"Come  this  way,"  said  our  Brah- 
man friend.  "The  door  of  the  fac- 
tory is  closed,  because  everyone  who 
wanted  to  buy  an  idol  bought  it 
before  the  festival  began.  But  I 
know  the  owner  and  he  will  let  you 
see  inside." 

As  soon  as  Ernie  pulled  the  jeep 
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up  in  front  of  the  house  we  were 
surrounded  by  children.  Most  of 
them  were  dressed,  and  their  hair 
was  combed  and  shining  with  cobra 
oil  in  celebration  of  the  festival. 

Our  Brahman  friend  called  loudly 
for  the  factory  owner.  He  came  out 
to  meet  us  wearing  a  pair  of  fancy 
striped  pants  that  looked  exactly 
like  American  pajamas,  and  pulling 
an  Indian  shirt  over  his  head.  The 
Brahman  and  the  factory  owner 
bowed  to  each  other  with  their 
hands  folded  in  front  of  their  faces. 

"These  Americans  wish  to  see  in- 
side your  shop,"  said  the  Brahman. 
"Do  you  have  any  ganpatis   left?" 

"Yes,  I  have  a  few  gods  left. 
Come,  I  will  show  you."  The  fac- 
tory owner  turned  and  led  the  way 
inside,  motioning  for  us  to  follow. 
The  first  room  we  entered  was  evi- 
dently used  for  a  display  room,  but 
now  it  was  quite  empty.  The  second 


room  was  the  workroom.  At  one 
side  lay  the  plaster  of  Paris  molds, 
all  empty  now.  In  open  dishes  here 
and  there  on  the  floor  were  bowls 
of  paint  with  brushes  still  in  them. 
The  walls  were  lined  with  shelves, 
and  side  by  side  on  the  shelves  sat 
the  gods  who  had  not  been  sold, 
gleaming  in  their  new  paint. 

"How  beautiful  they  are!"  ad- 
mired the  Brahman. 

"Yes,"  answered  the  factory  own- 
er proudly,  "I  have  sold  150  gods 
this  year." 

On  a  stool  by  the  window  stood 
a  large  and  elaborate  one.  "How 
much  is  this  one?"  I  asked. 

"It  is  Rs.  twenty-five.  Only  the 
wealthy  people  buy  gods  this  large." 

"And  how  much  are  the  ones  on 
the   shelf?" 

"They  are  five  rupees." 

"Are  these  the  smallest  that  you 
make?" 


"No,"  answered  the  factory  own- 
er, "I  make  a  smaller  one  yet  for 
only  one  and  a  half  rupees  for  the 
poor  people.  There  are  more  poor 
people  than  any  other  kind,  so  I 
sell  more  small  gods  than  any  other 
kind.  People  don't  have  enough  to 
eat  these  days,  so  they  have  to  have 
a  cheap  god." 

A  shiver  ran  down  my  spine.  I 
remembered  reading  in  the  paper 
just  that  day  that  during  this  fes- 
tival Rs.  500,000  had  been  spent 
for  ganpati  idols;  and  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Bombay  had  made  an 
appeal  to  the  people  to  save  their 
money  this  year  and  send  it  to  the 
earthquake  and  famine  areas  in 
Assam.  As  nearly  as  could  be  dis- 
cerned, no  one  had  followed  the 
government's  suggestion. 

"These  idols  are  not  all  alike," 
I  noticed.  "This  elephant-headed 
man  is  with  a  lion;  this  one  with  a 
tiger;  this  one  with  a  pumpkin;  this 
one  with  a  bullock.  What  is  the  sig- 
nificance of  these  different  things?" 
"They  mean  nothing,"  commented 
the  factory  owner  with  a  wave  of 
his  hand.  "It  is  only  the  fashion. 
Some  people  like  one  fashion  in 
gods,  and  some  like  another.  Every 
year  the  fashions  change.  I  have 
even  made  them  with  autos." 

"I  suppose  you  haven't  made  any 

with  airplanes  yet,"  laughed  Ernie. 

"Oh,  yes,  I  have!    However,  they 

are  all  sold,"  regretted  the  factory 

owner  with  an  eye  to  business. 

By  this  time  quite  a  crowd  had 
gathered  in  the  shop  to  watch  us. 
Among  them  was  a  Brahman  lady 
who  had  taken  nurse's  training  in 
our  hospital.  Her  name  was  Indu — 
named  after  the  sacred  river,  Indus. 
When  she  was  in  training  she  had 
shown  an  interest  in  Christianity. 
We  were  very  pleased  to  see  her. 
"Won't  you  come  to  my  home  and 
see  my  ganpati?"  she  invited.  "I 
would  like  very  much  for  you  to 
come.  I  could  only  afford  a  one  and 
a  half  rupee  god,  but  we  think  it 
is  very  pretty.  I  live  only  two  doors 
away." 

Indu  asked  us  to  remove  our  shoes 
before  we  entered  the  room  of  her 
home  where  the  ganpati  god  was 
placed.  Shoes  are  made  of  leather, 
and  leather  is  the  skin  of  dead  cows, 
which  is  very  degrading  and  un- 
clean. They  would  pollute  the  place. 
The  idol  stood  on  a  table,  and 
!  around  the  table  on  the  cow-dung 
j  floor  were  fancy  chal  designs.  The 
jgod  was  garlanded  with  flowers  and 
before  him  were  placed  offerings 
'of  rice,  money,  incense,  spices,  co- 
icoanut  and  leaves.  A  tiny  oil  light 
I  was  burning.    Indu  told  us  that  it 


would  be  kept  burning  as  long  as 
the  god  was  in  the  house.  A  Brah- 
man priest  stood  in  front  of  the 
table  intoning  his  prayers  in  a  loud 
voice.  From  the  time  we  entered 
the  house  until  we  left,  the  priest 
seemed  wholly  absorbed  in  his  task. 
He  ignored  us  and  everyone  else 
completely. 

"Come  closer  if  you  like,"  sug- 
gested Indu.  Evidently  the  god 
didn't  mind  having  infidels  so  near 
him.  As  I  stepped  nearer  I  discov- 
ered that  our  Brahman  friend  was 
by  my  side. 

"This  is  a  very  powerful  god," 
he  warned.  "Whatever  one  wishes 
to  accomplish,  good  or  bad,  can  be 
a  success  if  a  prayer  in  faith  is 
offered  to  this  god.   We  pray  to  him 


at  the  time  of  a  wedding  or  a  birth, 
or  of  a  new  adventure  in  business." 

"Do  you  believe  that  the  power 
is  actually  in  this  figure  setting  here 
on  the  table?"  I  asked  credulously. 
He  seemed  quite  a  learned  man  and 
reasonable   in   other   ways. 

"Of  course,  the  power  is  in  that 
figure!  This  god  will  never  answer 
your  prayers  because  you  do  not 
believe.  Do  you  see  my  finger?" 
he  demanded,  holding  up  the  fore- 
finger of  his  right  hand  and  staring 
at  it  fixedly.  "I  have  faith  in  that 
finger.  I  believe  that  when  I  will 
it,  that  finger  will  do  what  I  want. 
I  have  faith  in  it.  It  is  the  same 
with  this  god.  I  have  faith  that 
when  I  pray  to  him  I  will  be  given 
success.  I  know  —  because  I  have 
tried  it." 

"No,  I  have  no  faith  in  this  god. 
It  is  made  of  only  plaster  of  Paris. 
The  true  God  is  alive.  He  is  a  spirit. 
He  is  the  creator  of  the  whole  world 
and  every  one  of  us,"  I  declared 
with  deep  emotion. 

"You  say  that  you  believe  that, 
but  we  believe  that  this  god  is  the 
creator  of  the  world;  you  believe 
that  your  God  did  it,  and  we  believe 
that  our  god  did  it,"  he  replied  with 
a  shrug.  "This  makes  both  beliefs 
equal,  and  both  right,  for  the  people 
who  hold  them." 

"But,  sir,  how  can  your  god  be 
your  creator  when  I  have  just  seen 
the  place  where  your  god  was  cre- 
ated? People  have  made  your  god; 
he  is  only  a  stone,"  I  persisted. 

The   Brahman   appeared   to   draw 


within  himself.  He  realized  that  he 
was  defeated  in  the  discussion,  but 
his  faith  remained  unshaken.  I  had 
won  the  argument,  but  I  hadn't  won 
the  man.  Dear  God!  How  does  one 
reach  these  people.  It  is  my  prayer 
that  even  though  our  friend  has  not 
yet  found  the  true  God  he  will 
think  about  our  discussions  and  that 
some  day  he  may  discover  the 
Truth. 

Indu  came  from  the  cooking  room 
carrying  a  huge  brass  tray  on  which 
were  piled  rich,  Indian  festival  can- 
dies. We  helped  ourselves  sparing- 
ly, remembering  what  these  must 
have  cost  this  poor  woman. 

"How  long  will  the  festival  last?" 
I  inquired. 

"Ours  will  end  tonight,  for  we 
cannot  afford  a  longer  one.  Tonight 
we  will  throw  our  ganpati  into  the 
sea.  Some  people  will  have  a  week's 
festival,  or  even  a  month,  but  they 
are  very  wealthy.  Every  day  we 
keep  the  god  in  our  houses  we  must 
pay   the  priests   for  their  prayers." 

"Will  everyone  throw  their  gods 
into  the  sea,"  I  asked  in  astonish- 
ment, "after  they  have  paid  so  much 
money  for  them?" 

"Of  course,"  Indu  laughed  at  my 
surprise.  "It  is  our  custom.  Besides, 
if  we  kept  the  god  and  a  hand  or 
some  part  of  it  became  broken,  then 
our  luck  would  be  very  bad!  We 
do  not  dare  to  take  the  chance. 
Anyway,  it  is  nice  to  have  a  new 
god  every  year.  Some  people  keep 
their  gods  wrapped  in  cellophane. 
If  you  could  be  here  tonight  at  six 
you  could  see  us  throw  the  ganpati 
into  the  sea." 

"Thank  you,  Indubai;  you  have 
been  very  kind  to  us.  We  will  not 
be  able  to  be  here  tonight,  but  we 
will  come  to  see  you  again  some 
day.  We  are  always  glad  when  you 
come  to  our  services  at  the  church. 
Come  again  as  soon  as  you  can,"  I 
urged  as  we  left  the  house.  "Sa- 
laam, Indubai." 

"Salaam."  She  lifted  her  hand  to 
her    forehead    and   smiled. 

Later  in  the  week  a  report  came 
to  us  that  one  evening  when  a 
ganpati  god  was  being  thrown  into 
the  sea  here  at  Dahanu  a  seventeen- 
year-old  boy  jumped  in  with  it.  He 
never  came  up  again.  Two  days 
later  his  body  was  found  three 
miles  down  the  coast.  The  news- 
paper reports  that  three  people  were 
drowned  in  Bombay  while  idols 
were  being  thrown  into  the  sea. 

What  is  this  power  that  seems  to 
hold  millions  of  people  in  its  grasp? 
What  power  is  it  that  demands  to 
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be  worshiped  while  the  worshipers 
go  hungry,  demands  to  be  followed 
blindly  while  casting  out  all  reason? 
Is  it  the  god  ganpati?  No.  The  idol 
ganpati  is  still  made  only  of  stone 
and  is  powerless;  the  power  is  that 
of  superstition  and  custom.  In  a 
power-filled  world  India  is  compara- 
tively powerless.    She  has  the  feel- 


ing of  inferiority,  having  been 
under  domination  for  many  years. 
Her  people  compensate  for  their 
lack  of  security  by  trying  to  sink 
their  roots  deeper  into  the  culture 
of  their  past.  They  are  saying,  "It 
is  Indian;  so  it  is  right  for  us.  It 
is  what  has  been  done  in  the  past, 
it   is   our   custom   and   we   will  not 


question  it."  Against  this  is  the 
force  of  the  personality  of  Christ, 
living,  burning  in  Indian  Christian 
hearts.  It  is  an  inspiring  fact  that 
Christianity  is  growing  in  India. 
The  followers  of  Christ  in  this  great 
country  have  found  the  security  for 
which  they  searched  in  their  faith 
in  the  living  God. 


The  Church  at  Home 
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THE  SPRAY  CHURCH  GROWS 

HOME  MISSIONS  PAY  GREAT  DIVIDENDS 
H.   W.  Peters 


THE  First  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  the  city  of  Spray,  N.  C,  is  the 
outgrowth  of  a  small  mission 
project  which  had  its  beginning 
fifty  years  ago.  A  few  members 
from  Franklin,  Floyd,  and  Henry 
counties  of  Virginia  moved  here  to 
Spray,  a  town  in  which  the  Brethren 
were  entirely  unknown  and  which 
was  fifty  miles  from  any  Brethren 
church.  Seeking  the  fellowship  of 
those  of  like  precious  faith  they 
began  to  have  prayer  meetings  in 
their  homes. 

Soon  they  were  having  preaching 
services  in  their  homes  with  minis- 
ters from  Franklin  County,  Va.,  visit- 
ing them  once  a  month.  Elders  S. 
M.  Ikenberry,  Jerry  Barnhart,  Riley 
Flora,  R.  L.  Peters,  Henry  Ikenberry 
and  others  were  among  those  who 
came  preaching  the  gospel  as  taught 
by  the  Brethren. 

The  church  was  organized  into  a 
congregation  in  1907  with  seven 
charter  members:  Brother  and  Sister 
I.  M.  Boone,  Susan  Ballinger,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Moses  Dickenson,  Nan- 
cy Kingery,  and  J.  R.  Perdue.  Soon  a 
few  other  members  came  from  Vir- 
ginia to  add  strength  to  the  little 
group.  J.  W.  Smith,  Sam  Owens  and 
his  wife  and  William  Smith  and  his 
wife  were  among  them.  They  were 
men  and  women  of  staunch  Dunker 
faith  who  felt  the  need  of  a  church 
house  in  which  to  worship. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Perdue,  a  young  car- 
penter, a  man  of  great  faith  and 
courage,  took  the  lead  and  secured  a 
small  amount  of  money  from  the 
district  mission  board  to  be  used  for 
the  new  church.  For  several  years 
the    ministers    from    Virginia    came 
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once  a  month  and  preached  Saturday 
night,  Sunday  morning  and  evening. 
Elder  Charles  Yearout  conducted  the 
first  revival  at  which  time  several 
members  were  added  to  the  church. 
This  meeting  was  held  in  a  Presby- 
terian church  before  the  new  church 
was  built.  During  the  summers  of 
1921  and  1922  the  mission  board 
secured  Bro.  E.  C.  Woodie  and  his 
wife  as  student  pastors. 

In  1923  Bro.  J.  R.  Perdue  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  mission  board  of 
the  district  to  help  secure  and  sup- 
port a  full-time  pastor.  At  that  time 
Bro.  H.  W.  Peters  was  serving  as 
full-time  pastor  of  his  home  church, 
the  Brick  congregation. 

At  the  urgent  request  of  the  mis- 
sion board  and  the  church  at  Spray 
Bro.  Peters  and  wife  agreed  to  take 
up  the  work.  It  was  a  great  venture 
of  faith.  One  minister  and  several 
other  friends  said,  "You  are  wasting 
valuable  time;  you'll  never  build  a 
church  in  Spray,  N.  C. — no  Brethren 
background  there."  But  that  which 
is  impossible  with  man  is  possible 
with  God  and  man  working  together. 

Brother  and  Sister  Peters  began 
their  work  the  first  Sunday  of  March 
1923.  Before  the  summer  was  gone 
the  house  would  not  hold  the  people. 
Bro.  C.  E.  Eller  conducted  the  fall 
revival  when  thirty-two  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism. 

During  the  summer  of  1924  an  ad- 
dition was  built  to  the  church  almost 
doubling  the  capacity.  A  few  years 
later  a  second  addition  was  built. 
For  about  ten  years  the  district  gave 
some  financial  support,  gradually 
reducing  it  each  year  until  the 
church  became  self-supporting. 

No  other  one  man  meant  more  in 
helping  to  build  up  the  church  than 


J.  R.  Perdue  who  was  a  deacon  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
for  twenty  years.  He  became  one  of 
the  outstanding  building  contractors 
of  the  city.  He  longed  and  prayed 
and  worked  to  see  a  new  modern 
building  built  and  he  lived  to  help 
Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff  in  the  selection 
of  the  plan  and  to  see  the  ground 
graded  for  the  building;  then  God 
suddenly  took  him  home.  Bro.  Dear- 
dorff gave  us  valuable  service  in  j 
drawing  the  blueprints.  He  knows 
how  to  build  for  beauty,  stability 
and  economy  (see  picture  on  cover). 

On  the  second  Sunday  of  Septem- 
ber 1949  we  had  our  opening  service.  I 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters,  who  | 
has  served  the  church  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  preached  the  first  ser- 
mon to  more  than  400  people.    Hisl 
subject  was  Building  for  Time  andj 
Eternity. 

On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Septem- 
ber   when    the    new    building    wasl 
dedicated    Bro.    Rufus    Bucher    of 
Quarryville,  Pa.,  preached  the  dedi-| 
catory    sermon    at    eleven    o'clock. 
Lunch  was  served  in  the  grove  near! 
by  and  at  two-thirty  Elder  Robert  L. 
Sink  preached  to  a  full  house.   Bro. 
Sink  is  pastor  of  the  Mexico  church,  | 
Ind.    Following  the  dedication  Bro. 
Bucher  conducted  a  very  successful  j; 
revival  meeing.    Twenty-four  were 
received  by  baptism  and  eight  more| 
have  been  baptized  since  the  meet- 
ing. 

Much  improvement  has  been  made 
by  grading,  sodding  the  lawn  and 
building  walks.  The  district  confer-! 
ence  in  1951  will  be  here.  Because} 
the  membership  is  now  over  400  we] 
feel  that  God  has  wonderfully  j 
blessed  our  church.  Home  missionsj 
pay  great  dividends. 
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Thinking  About  the  News 

Christians  Against  Crime 

RECENT  investigations  carried  on  in  several  large  cities  by  the  Senate 
Committee  headed  by  Senator  Kefauver  have  spurred  ministers  and 
Christian  groups  into  a  renewed  attack  against  organized  crime.  In 
Chicago,  for  example,  ministers  urged  their  congregations  to  use  their 
influence  at  the  polls,  especially  after  the  ties  between  certain  candidates 
and  criminals  had  been  disclosed.  In  San  Diego,  Calif.,  Protestants  worked 
together  with  Roman  Catholics  and  Jews  to  defeat  a  proposal  that  would 
legalize  gambling.  They  were  not  deterred  by  the  argument  that  the 
"profits"  of  legalized  gambling  were  to  be  used  for  social  welfare. 

In  some  communities  clergymen  have  joined  with  attorneys  and  edu- 
cators to  insist  on  stricter  law  enforcement.  In  a  few  dramatic  instances, 
ministers  have  launched  a  crusade  against  crime  that  won  the  applause  of 
Christian  people  and  the  bitter  opposition  of  those  who  profit  by  vice  and 
corruption. 

Every  new  revelation  about  the  extent  of  crime  points  to  facts  with 
which  every  Christian  should  be  concerned.  In  nearly  every  case  there  is 
a  close  correlation  between  the  liquor  traffic  and  the  more  glaring  examples 
of  criminal  activity.  Readers  may  recall  how  prohibition  was  once  made 
the  scapegoat  to  carry  responsibility  for  the  increase  of  crime.  But  without 
prohibition,  graft  and  corruption  and  organized  vice  and  prostitution  have 
increased  rather  than  subsided.  The  investigations  of  crime  point  to  another 
disturbing  fact:  that  organized  crime  flourishes  because  many  "respecta- 
ble" citizens,  who  are  apparently  law-abiding,  like  to  gamble,  to  drink  and 
to  have  illicit  relationships,  and  will  help  to  protect  those  who  go  against 
the  law  to  serve  them. 

These  facts  lead  to  an  obvious  conclusion.  It  is  not  enough  to  fight 
crime  by  investigating  the  facts,  by  defeating  corrupt  officers,  by  organizing 
crusades  or  by  passing  new  laws.  These  are  essential  steps  and  important, 
but  they  are  not  enough.  The  seeds  of  crime  are  in  the  hearts  of  sinful 
men — and  it  is  on  that  front,  the  human  heart,  that  the  greatest  battles 
lake  place.  So  as  Christians  unite  to  clean  up  their  communities,  let  them 
not  neglect  to  begin  where  their  own  churches  should  be  daily  reaching 
out  —  to  change  the  hearts  of  the  men,  good  and  bad,  who  make  up  our 
communities. 


Around  the  World 

Social  Justice,  not  Arms,  Called  for 
by  the  Germans 

Rejection  of  German  rearmament, 
in  both  eastern  and  western  zones 
and  adoption  of  a  wholehearted 
program  of  social  welfare  have  been 
called  for  by  the  Fraternal  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  in 
Germany. 

The  Fraternal  Council  refers  to 
the  "earnest  declarations"  made  by 
the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany 
again  and  again  during  the  past  few 
years  "that  the  compulsory  division 
of  Germany  represents  a  permanent 
and  acute  menace  to  peace." 

The  declaration  continues:  "We 
cannot  approve  the  remilitarization 
of  Germany,  either  of  the  West  or 
of  the  East,  and  this  undoubtedly 
expresses  the  conviction  and  the 
will  of  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  whole  German  people." 

The  council  requests  "the  powers 
in  whose  hands  lie  the  decisions 
concerning  war  and  peace  to  listen 
to  the  petition  of  a  disarmed  people 


not  to  burden  our  conscience  once 
again  with  the  desire  for  military 
service,  but  to  seize  every  opportu- 
nity of  co-operating  in  the  pursuit 
and  maintenance  of  peace." 

Fear,  said  the  declaration,  is  the 
real  enemy  which  leads  people  to 
strive  for  security,  "although  no 
security  can  remove  the  cause  of 
this  fear."  (EPS) 

"Neither     Persecution     nor    Fam- 
ine .  .  ." 

Reassurance  of  the  continued  life 
and  faithfulness  of  the  estimated 
600,000  Korean  Christians  has  been 
declared  in  a  letter  signed  by  eight 
leading  Korean  religious  leaders. 
Written  from  Pusan  in  September, 
the  letter  was  an  answer  to  one 
sent  in  July  by  Dr.  Visser't  Hooft 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  Rev.  C.  W.  Ranson  of  the  Inter- 
national Missionary  Council,  ex- 
pressing sympathy  at  the  plight  of 
the  Korean  Christians. 

"Through    the    missionary    efforts 


for  over  half  a  century,"  the  Korean 
letter  reads,  "we  have  learned  that 
neither  tribulation  nor  distress, 
neither  persecution  nor  famine  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ. 
This  eternal  truth  we  hope  to  re- 
affirm in  our  own  lives." 

The  letter  was  signed  by  C.  Y. 
Whang,  president  of  the  Korean 
National  Christian  Council;  it  also 
included  the  signatures  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Presbyterian, 
Methodist  and  Holiness  churches, 
the   Y.M.   and  the   Y.W.C.A.    (EPS) 


Brotherhood  News 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  Ministerial 
Meeting 

The  fifty-sixth  annual  ministerial 
meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
was  held  in  the  Indian  Creek 
church,  April  25-27.  The  following 
officers  served:  moderator,  S.  Clyde 
Weaver;  assistant  moderator,  Wayne 
H.  Dick;  secretary,  Jacob  Dick; 
treasurer,  Harry  Dohner.  Bro.  Gray- 
bill  Hershey  served  in  the  absence 
of  the  secretary.  The  theme  for  the 
meeting,  Spiritual  Life  Emphases, 
was  carried  out  in  many  ways  with 
several  ministers  participating. 
Methods  of  cultivating  and  deepen- 
ing the  spiritual  life  were  outlined 
by  A.  Lester  Bucher,  Martha  Martin, 
Paul  D.  Wenger  and  Jesse  Hoffman. 
Another  session  on  the  enrichment 
of  spiritual  life  called  attention  to 
observing  the  ordinances  of  the 
church,  the  place  of  suffering  and 
sorrow,  commitment  to  service  and 
the  enterprise  of  missions.  Ways  in 
which  revival  efforts,  personal  evan- 
gelism, Christian  education  and  the 
filling  of  the  Spirit  can  empower 
the  spiritual  life  were  presented  by 
Rufus  Bucher,  Nevin  Zuck,  Herbert 
Miller  and  H.  F.  King.  Among  the 
others  who  contributed  to  the  ses- 
sions were  Sister  Sara  Shisler,  who 
brought  the  missionary  address,  Bro. 
Glen  Norris  and  Bro.  Levi  Ziegler, 
the  regional  secretary.  Many  other 
ministers  of  the  district  also  partici- 
pated in  what  was  considered  a 
spirit-filled  ministerial  meeting. — 
Graybill   Hershey,   acting  secretary. 

Tennessee  District  Conference 

The  1950  Tennessee  district  con- 
ference was  held  in  the  Jackson 
Park  church,  Aug.  16-18.  Reuel  B. 
Pritchett  was  moderator  and  Guy 
Presley  was  reading  clerk.  H. 
Spenser  Minnich,  Ora  DeLauter  and 
Ralph  Shober  were  guest  speakers. 
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Our  1950  Standing  Committee  dele- 
gate, G.  W.  Petcher,  gave  a  well- 
planned  report  on  the  Grand  Rapids 
Conference. 

One  query  was  passed  to  the  1951 
Annual  Conference,  dealing  with 
the  production  of  more  adequate 
youth  literature,  especially  for  Sun- 
day evening  services.  Action  was 
taken  relative  to  co-operation  with 
other  districts  of  our  area  in  the 
development  of  valuable  property 
left  by  the  late  John  M.  Reed  into 
an  aged  peoples'  home  and  perhaps 
an  orphanage. 

Early  Bowman  was  elected  dis- 
trict treasurer  to  succeed  S.  H. 
Garst,  who,  because  of  illness,  has 
resigned  after  many  years  of  serv- 
ice. Bro.  Garst  was  made  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  district  mission 
board.  The  1951  conference  will  be 
held,  for  the  first  time,  at  Camp 
Placid,  Aug.  14-16. 

E.  J.  Rowe  will  represent  the  dis- 
trict on  Standing  Committee  of  the 
1951  Annual  Conference.  William 
C.  Crumley  is  alternate.  C.  C.  Garst 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  men's 
work  for  a  three-year  term.  R.  E. 
Clarke  is  moderator  for  the  current 
year.  —  John  B.  White,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Southeastern  Regional  Conference 

The  regional  conference  held  this 
year  at  Roanoke,  Va.,  Aug.  22-24 
was  for  many  people  one  of  the 
finest  the  region  has  had.  Speakers 
from  outside  the  region  included 
Leland  Brubaker,  secretary  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Commission,  who 
pointed  out  some  of  the  problems 
and  hard  decisions  that  mission 
boards  face  today  in  administering 
the  mission  program  around  the 
world.  He  told  the  conference  that 
Christianity  has  come  to  China  to 
stay. 

Charles  Zunkel,  secretary  of  the 
Ministry  and  Home  Missions  Com- 
mission, also  spoke  to  the  confer- 
ence. He  said,  "To  share  our 
Christian  life  we  must  deepen  our 
devotional  life  and  our  understand- 
ing of  God's  will.  We  must  live 
this  Christian  faith  in  day-to-day 
relationships." 

DeWitt  L.  Miller,  pastor  of  the 
Washington  City  church,  asked  the 
conference,  "What  do  Brethren  have 
to  share  with  Christians  around  the 
world?"  Paul  Robinson,  pastor  of 
the  Hagerstown  church,  addressed 
the  conference  at  the  men's  and 
women's  fellowship  dinner  and 
again  at  the  closing  session.  He 
stated  that  the  most  powerful  for- 


mula in  the  world  is  not  the  formula 
which  produces  atomic  energy  but 
that  it  is  "one  plus  God."  God  has 
a  way  of  taking  ordinary  people 
and  using  them  in  extraordinary 
ways. 

Michigan  District  Conference 

The  Michigan  district  conference 
was  held  at  Camp  Manikiwa,  Breth- 
ren, Mich.,  Aug.  29— Sept.  1,  1950. 
The  general  theme  of  the  conference 
was  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
a  Needy  World.  The  moderator's 
address  was  delivered  by  J.  J.  Cook. 

Those  who  spoke  on  the  theme  of 
home  and  family  life  were:  Mrs. 
Naomi  Hartzler,  Royal  Frantz,  Mrs. 
L.  W.  Shultz  and  Raymond  R. 
Peters. 


A  temperance  play  was  given  en- 
titled A  Leadin'.  Ralph  Schrock 
spoke  concerning  youth's  attitude 
toward  alcohol. 

In  the  men's  work  meeting  L.  W. 
Shultz  spoke  on  world  brotherhood. 
Four  German  students  from  Michi- 
gan homes  also  spoke. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Shultz  spoke  to  the 
women's  work  about  Europe.  John 
Stite  and  Mrs.  Gladys  Welch  spoke 
in  the  youth  program.  Speakers  for 
the  ministerial  program  emphasis 
were  Ervin  Weaver,  Paul  Stude- 
baker  and  Raymond  R.  Peters,  who 
also    gave   the   missionary   address. 

Bro.  Perry  Huffaker  was  confer- 
ence chorister.  Glenn  Fruth  was  in 
charge  of  morning  watch.  R.  C. 
Wenger   conducted   the   Bible   hour. 


A  Time  for  Honest  and  Serious  Thinking 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Whether  or  not  beer  shall  be  served 
to  men  in  the  armed  forces  is  not 
a  small  matter  at  all;  it  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly serious  matter,  and  the 
failure  of  many  honest  people  to 
realize  the  long-term  implications 
involved  calls  for  a  full  display  of 
the  facts. 

In  1941,  there  were  600,000  alco- 
holics in  this  country.  Today,  there 
are  950,000.*  If  the  extent  of  alco- 
holism among  veterans  were  made 
known  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  be  immediately 
and  terribly  concerned. 

We  do  not  believe  that  a  can  of 
beer  is  a  can  of  depravity.  One  can 
of  beer  a  day  will  not  cause  drunk- 
enness. Considered  without  regard 
to  anything  else,  it  is  perhaps  of 
slight  importance.  The  matter  of 
great  importance  is  that  it  intro- 
duces many'  men,  not  previously 
drinkers,  to  the  custom  of  drinking 
an  alcoholic  beverage.  There  can  be 
no  argument  as  to  this.  The  brew- 
ers, in  their  trade  papers  have 
boasted  that  co-operation  between 
the  United  Stales  and  the  armed 
forces  in  the  second  world  war  made 
millions  of  new  customers  for  them. 

One  can  of  beer  a  day  to  the  sol- 
dier from  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  government,  will  in  due  time 
create  a  liking  for  beer — which  will 
lead  to  heavier  beer  drinking  and 
which,  in  thousands  of  cases,  will 
lead  to  addiction  and  alcoholism.  Of 
those  who  begin  to  drink  (and  the 
beginning  is  almost  always  beer), 
one  in  sixteen  will  become  an  ad- 
dict, and  one  in  fif ty  will  become  an 
alcoholic. 

The  contention  that  the  water  in 
fighting  areas  is  unfit  begs  the  issue. 
Of  course,  if  is  unfit;  of  course,  the 


men  want  something  to  drink;  of 
course  they  will  drink  beer  and  de- 
mand beer  if  nothing  else  is  pro- 
vided for  them.  The  armed  forces 
should  show  some  enterprise  in  get- 
ting cokes,  fruit  juices,  vegetable 
juices  and  soft  drinks  of  every 
description  to  the  fighting  front. 
Many  of  the  men  do  prefer  soft 
drinks,  and  have  complained  to 
their  homes  because  only  beer  has 
been  furnished  to  them.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  men  in  serv- 
ice have  never  consumed  intoxicants 
before  entering  the  army;  they  have 
been  taught  in  their  homes  and 
schools  and  churches  that  it  is  better 
to  lei  alcoholic  beverages  alone. 
The  United  States  government 
ought  not  to  align  itself  with  the 
brewing  industry  against  the  homes 
from  which  these  young  men  come 
and  in  opposition  to  the  teaching  of 
the  schools  they  have  attended,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  teaching  of  their 
churches. 

A  policy  should  be  adjudged  on 
its  results.  Let  the  facts  be  made 
known.  Let  the  men  who  know,  tell 
the  American  people  how  many  al- 
coholics there  are  among  veterans. 
Let  us  consider,  in  all  honesty,  how 
much  of  the  great  increase  in  alccv 
holism  is  due  to  drinking  by  the 
unfortunate  men  who  were  sub' 
jected  to  heavy  environmental  pres- 
sure to  drink  after  they  entered  the 
armed  forces.  Above  all,  let  us  have 
no  more  of  the  statements  that  the 
boys  at  the  front  are  "not  compelled 
to  drink  beer."  They  are  compelled 
to  drink  beer  so  long  as  that  is  the 
only  potable  beverage  furnished 
them. 


•Dr.  E.  M.  Jellinek,   at   a   conference  on| 
alcoholism,  August  1950. 


Elmer  Leckrone  was  in  charge  of 
recreation. 

Bro.  Paul  Studebaker  will  be  next 
year's  conference  moderator.  H.  V. 
Townsend  and  Glenn  Fruth  are 
Standing  Committee  delegates  for 
the  1951  Annual  Conference. 

There  were  twelve  German  stu- 
dents in  attendance  at  the  confer- 
ence. —  M.  B.  Williams,  Detroit, 
Mich. 


Weddings 

McCall-Coley. — Robert  McCall  and  De- 
lores  Coley,  June  10,  1950,  by  Bro.  John 
Landis  —  Mrs.  C.  S.  Bartolett,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Rohler-Smilh. — Donald  E.  Rohler  and 
Virginia  R.  Smith,  Sept.  21,  1950,  in  the 
bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. — Ken- 
neth I.  Hartman,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Rollins-Bowen. — Jack  Rollins  of  Fresno, 
Calif.,  and  Patricia  Bowen  of  Raisin,  Calif., 
in  the  Fresno  church,  Sept.  10,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Wilbur  I.  Liskey,  Raisin, 
Calif. 

Royer-Smucker. — Israel  E.  T.  Royer  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  Donnadale  Smucker  of 
Rockford,  111.,  Aug.  20,  1950,  in  the  Rock- 
ford  church,  by  the  undersigned  and  Bro. 
Kenneth  Yingst. — Carl  Smucker,  Rockford, 
111. 

Shank-Wine. — Max  Shank  of  Abilene, 
Kansas,  and  Elaine  Wine  of  Blunt,  S.  Dak., 
Aug.  31,  1950,  in  the  Methodist  church, 
Blunt,  S.  Dak.,  by  Rev.  James  Gering  of 
Blunt. — Elmer  L.  Dadisman,  Navarre,  Kan- 
sas. 

Speer-Pesirup. — Robert  Speer  and  Phyl- 
lis Pestrup,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the 
Hillcrest  Brethren  church,  Sept.  30,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — John  D.  Long,  Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


Spielman-Eyler. — Frederick  W.  Spielman, 
Jr.,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  and  Betty  May  Ey- 
ler  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  in  the  Union 
Bridge,  church,  Sept.  16,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Samuel  A.  Harley,  Linwood, 
Md. 

Swords-Bowman. — Gene  Swords  of  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  and  Barbara  Bowman  of  Lud- 
lowville,  N.  Y..  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the  Lake 
Ridge  church,  N.  Y.,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Guy  R.  Buch,  King  Ferry,  New  York. 

Tomlonson-Crumrine. — John  Tomlonson 
of  Bristol,  Ind.,  and  Veva  May  Crumrine 
of  Wabash,  Ind.,  in  the  Wabash  church, 
Aug.  20,  1950,  by  the  bride's  brother. 
Gale  D.  Crumrine. — Wilford  Crumrine,  Wa- 
bash, Ind. 

Tumbleson-Swihaxt. — Cecil  Tumbleson 
and  Helen  M.  Swihart,  both  of  Plymouth, 
Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
his  home. — N.  H.  Miller,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Ulrlch-Krall.— John  A.  Ulrich,  Jr.,  and 
Esther  E.  Krall,  both  of  Lebanon,  Pa., 
Sept.  2,  1950,  in  the  Camp  Hill  parsonage, 
Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Cyrus  B.  Krall, 
Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Verhaegen-Pepple. — Frank  J.  Verhaegen 
and  Esther  E.  Pepple,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Ind.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Elmer  Pepple,  Laotto,  Ind. 

Vess-Auslin. — Elmer  F.  Vess  and  Helen 
Ruth  Austin,  both  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  in 
the  Waynesboro  church,  May  27,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned. — Virgil  V.  Brallier, 
Waynesboro,  Va. 

Wainwrighl-White. — Alfred  Wainwright 
and  Margaret  White  in  the  Bethany 
church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  10,  1950,  by 
Bro.  John  Landis. — Mrs.  C.  S.  Bartolett, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Weaver-Baer. — Robert  Weaver  of  Her- 
shey,  Pa.,  and  Jean  Baer  of  Hummelstown, 
Pa.,  Sept.  17,  1950,  in  the  Lutheran  church, 
Hummelstown,  by  Rev.  Robert  J.  Calhoun, 
assisted  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Herbert 
Miller,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Wiles-Beegle. — Truman  Wiles  of  Sterling, 
Ohio,  and  Marie  Beegle  of  West  Salem, 
Ohio,  in  the  bride's  home,  Aug.  27,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Wilmer  A.  Petry,  Ak- 
ron, Ohio. 


MIDGET    POCKET    KNIFE 


You  can  now  secure 


The  Ministers 
Manual  for  1951 

(formerly  Doran's) 


by   Hallock   and  Heicher 


Price,  $2.50 


Willcox- Anderson. — Richard  O.  Willcox 
of  Downey,  Calif.,  and  Marilyn  Joyce  An- 
derson of  Bellflower,  Calif.,  in  the  Long 
Beach  church,  Calif.,  Sept.  16,  1950,  by 
Bro.  Norman  J.  Baugher. — Mrs.  Homer  E. 
Fike,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Wine-Martin. — Samuel  Wine  and  Betty 
Martin,  both  of  Jonesboro,  Term.,  Sept. 
29,  1950,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — Frank  W.  Isenberg, 
Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Yeaiis-Dietz.— Donald  Otterbein  Yeatts 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Dietz,  both  of  York, 
Pa.,  Sept.  17,  1950,  in  the  First  church. 
York,  by  the  undersigned. — Bernard  N. 
King,  York,  Pa. 

Zerbe-Neidlinger. — Stewart  W.  Zerbe  and 
Helen  Neidlinger,  both  of  Pine  Grove,  Pa., 
in  the  Lebanon  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  23,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned.— Carl  W.  Zeigler,  Leb- 
anon, Pa. 

Zimmerman-Boeckel. — Richard  V.  Zim- 
merman and  Louise  M.  Boeckel,  both  of 
York,  Pa.,  Oct.  15,  1950,  in  the  First  church, 
York,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Bernard 
N.  King,  York,  Pa. 


(Actual  Size) 


One  of  the  most  unusual  gift  novel- 
ties is  this  midget  pocket  knife  key      K_)  uitUClYlCS 

chain — and  one  of  the  most  practical 
for  personal  use,  too.  The  midget 
knife  has  a  one  inch  best  steel  blade, 
and  has  attached  to  the  case  a  strong 
ring  through  which  is  inserted  a 
strong  two-inch  key  chain,  for  one's 
house  keys.  Knife  case  is  stamped 
with  the  wording:  Christ  My  Guide. 
GD  357— Midget  pocket  knife  in  gift 
box.    Price:    75c  each.  $8.25  per  doz. 


BOYS'    POCKET    KNIFE,    NO.    2950 


A  strong  usable 
boys'  pocket  knife 
that  will  delight  any 
boy's  heart.  2lA 
inches  long,  with 
large  and  smaller  steel 
blades.  Pearl  facing, 
riveted,  with  connec- 
tion ring  for  chain. 
Stamped  text. 
Price:  85c  each,  boxed 


S.  L.  Cover 

S.  L.  Cover,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Buck- 
lew  Cover,  was  born  near  Masontown,  Pa., 
March  30,   1885,   and   died  Aug.  3,   1950,  in 
Memorial     hospital, 
~l»P^W«ra      Johnstown,   Pa. 

At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he 
accepted  Christ  and 
was  baptized  in  the 
Fairview  Church  of 
the   Brethren. 

When  he  was 
eighteen  years  of 
age  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Can- 
ton, 111.  In  1906  he 
was  called  to  the 
ministry.  During 
these  early  years  of 
his  ministry  he 
taught  school  and 
assisted  his  grand- 
father, Elder  Solomon  Bucklew,  with  the 
ministerial  duties  of  the  congregation. 

In  1908  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Dulcie  L.  Williams  of  Canton,  111.  Their 
home  was  an  inspiration  and  a  challenge 
to  many  throughout  the  years. 

In  1910  the  family  moved  to  Southern 
Iowa  near  the  Salem  church.  A  desire  to 
give  full  time  to  the  work  of  the  church 
prompted  him  to  accept  the  call  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Ottumwa  church  in  1912. 
He  was  a  full-time  pastor  for  thirty-six 
years.     In    1913    he    was    ordained    to    the 
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eldership.  Feeling  the  need  of  more  train- 
ing he  attended  Manchester  College  and 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 

He  served  the  following  pastorates:  Ot- 
tumwa,  Salem  and  Mt.  Etna,  all  of  South- 
ern Iowa;  Roann,  Pleasant  Dale  and 
Logansport,  all  of  Middle  Indiana;  Marion, 
Ohio,  and  Franklin  Grove,  111.  He  also 
served  six  churches  as  elder  in  charge.  He 
was  active  in  the  work  of  the  districts  in 
In  which  he  lived  serving  on  the  various 
district  committees,  as  delegates  to  Stand- 
ing Committee,  as  district  moderator, 
reading  and  writing  clerk,  Sunday-school 
secretary  and  mission  education  secretary. 

In  all  of  his  ministry  he  served  efficient- 
ly and  well  and  was  always  willing  to  give 
of  himself  for  others.  He  will  probably  be 
best  remembered  for  his  genuine  Christian 
life.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the 
church  and  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lived. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  three  chil- 
dren, John  of  Canton,  111.,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Bowman  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  Walter  of 
Little  Falls,  Minn.;  five  grandchildren;  and 
one  sister,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Moser  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  the 
Franklin  Grove  church,  111.,  where  he  had 
served  as  pastor  for  ten  years,  this  being 
his  last  pastorate,  by  Bro.  Harvey  Kline. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Rox- 
bury  church,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  J. 
A.  Robinson  and  also  in  the  Canton  church, 
HI.,  by  Bro.  O.  D.  Buck  of  Franklin  Grove, 
assisted  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Cameron,  pastor  of 
the  Canton  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
Orendorff  cemetery,  Canton,  HI. — Clarence 
R.  Bowman,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Barnaby,  Emma  Gladys,  daughter  of  Al- 
fred and  Emma  Gladys  Ailing,  was  born 
March  8,  1924,  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  and 
died  Sept.  17,  1950.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  she  was  baptized  into  the  First 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  on  Sept.  26,  1943,  to  Willard 
Darrell  Barnaby,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  daughters.  In  August  of  1948 
she  transferred  her  membership  to  the 
Verdigris  congregation  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  near  Madison,  Kansas,  and 
at  the  same  time,  her  husband  was  bap- 
tized there.  She  began  working  with  her 
church  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years, 
doing  Bible  school  work,  teaching  begin- 
ners' Sunday-school  classes  and  serving  as 
pianist.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  daughters  and  her  parents.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  First  church 
in  Wichita  by  Harvey  Hostetler,  assisted 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Wichita  cemetery. — Ward  Nance,  Madison, 
1  Kansas. 

Bear,  Charley,  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
near  Mt.  Airy,  Md.,  Sept.  8,  1950.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Louisa  Bear;  three 
brothers  and  several  nephews  and  nieces. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Locust  Grove 
church,  Md.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Locust  Grove  church  by  Brethren 
Carl  Smith  and  William  E.  Baker.  Burial 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — B.  R.  Pur- 
dum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md. 

Becker,  Amy,  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Bucher  Gingrich  and  wife  of  John 
H.  Becker,  died  at  her  home  Aug.  1,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  East  Fairview  church.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter, 
several  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  East  Fairview 
church  by  Elder  J.  N.  Weaver  and  the 
writer. — H.  A.  Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Blickenstaff,  Cosette,  daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Catherine  Metzger,  was  born  in  Clin- 
ton County,  Ind.,  Dec.  24,  1878,  and  died 
Sept.  30,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Edward 
Blickenstaff  on  Dec.  24,  1901.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
more  than  fifty-four  years  and  served  as 
a  Sunday-school  teacher  for  many  years. 
Her  deceased  sister,  Minerva  Metzger,  was 
a  former  missionary  to  China.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  three  sons,  four 
grandchildren  and  one  great  grandchild. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Moore 
funeral   home   by   her   pastor,   Bro.    G.    L. 


To  Wrap  Your  Christmas  Gifts  Appropriately 

use  this  beautiful  assortment  of  religious  Christmas  gift 
wrapping  paper.    It  will  enhance  the  value  of  your  gifts. 
Assortment  No.  G8049 

•  Twenty  sheets  featuring  ten  different  designs.    Artistic, 
reverent  art. 

•  Twenty  cards  for  designating  the  recipients  of  the  gifts. 

•  Four  sheets  of  twenty  stickers  each,  mostly  religious  de- 
signs. 

•  Ten  small  folding  cards,  approximately  2x4  inches,  for 

notes. 

Price,  $1.25  per  box 


28 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Wine.  Interment  was  in  the  Rossville  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Vernie  Jackson,  Rossville,  Ind. 

Book,  Michael  Elmer,  was  born  May  27, 
1863,  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
Sept.  5,  1950,  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was 
married  to  Martha  Ellen  Beaver  in  1889, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  one  son  and 
two  daughters.  He  was  formerly  super- 
intendent of  the  old  people's  home  at 
Marshalltown  and  Mt.  Morris.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  Bible  school  work  and  was  a  deacon 
for  many  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  daughters,  two  grandchildren, 
one  sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Trotwood  church  by 
the  former  pastor,  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Memorial  Park  cemetery. — 
Altha  M.  Bowman,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 

Brandt,  John  M.,  was  born  Jan.  26,  1877, 
and  died  Sept.  29,  1950.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Conewago  church.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  eight  children,  fifteen  grandchil- 
dren and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Brethren  Frank  Carper,  Norman 
Patrick  and  Luke  Brandt  at  the  Bachman- 
ville  church.  Interment  was  in  Shanks 
cemetery. — Bertha  M.  Shissler,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Clark,  Sherman  T.,  son  of  Lorenzo  and 
Margaret  Clark,  was  born  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  March  1868,  and  died  at  the 
St.  Elizabeth  hospital,  Sept.  26,  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Nora  Strobridge  on  Jan. 
27,  1898,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four- 
teen children.  He  united  with  the  Middle 
District  church,  Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1949.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  eleven  children, 
twenty-four  grandchildren  and  eight 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Methodist  church  at  Fairborn, 
Ohio,  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ches- 
ter Petry  and  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church. — C.  V.  Coppock,  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

Claycomb,  Lee  R.,  son  of  Henry  and  Re- 
becca Miller  Claycomb,  was  born  in  Fish- 
ertown,  Pa.,  Dec.  6,  1895,  and  died  at  the 
Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
Sept.  2,  1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Irene  Miller,  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  sons,  three  daughters,  four 
grandchildren,  his  mother,  two  brothers 
and  three  sisters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Waterside  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  New 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Cletus 
Myers,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Kanode.  Interment 
was  in  the  Dry  Hill  cemetery  at  Woodbury, 
Pa. — Sara  G.  Replogle,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Crummei,  Mrs.  Addison,  died  May  19, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  several 
years  ago.  She  spent  most  of  her  life  near 
McDowell,  Va.,  and  attended  the  Hiner 
church.  She  was  a  member  and  loyal  sup- 
porter of  the  church  and  its  program.  She 
is  survived  by  several  brothers  and  sisters. 
Memorial  services  were  held  at  the  Hiner 
church  by  her  former  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  the  present  pastor,  Bro. 
Homer  Zigler.  Interment  was  in  the  fam- 
ily lot. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 


Kochendarfer,  Sadie  Teeter,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Myers,  was  born  near 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  11,  1880,  and  died 
at  the  Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring, 
Pa.  She  was  married  to  Daniel  B.  Teeter 
on  May  8,  1901.  He  preceded  her  in  death 
on  April  7,  1938.  On  Feb.  18,  1950,  she  was 
married  to  Gilbert  Kochendarfer.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  son,  one 
daughter,  two  stepchildren,  one  foster  son, 
twenty-three  grandchildren  and  twenty- 
two  great-grandchildren.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Memorial  church  in  Mar- 
tinsburg. Her  pastor,  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson, 
and  D.  I.  Pepple,  conducted  the  funeral 
services  at  the  church.  Burial  was  in 
Diehl's  Cross  Roads  cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  O. 
Beery,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 


"Christian  Witness" 
Art  Mirrors 

Excellent  as  gifts  for  Sunday-school  I 
pupils.    Each  mirror  2*4   inches  in 
diameter.      Backs     are     of     metal 
covered  with  celluloid.  The  Sallman| 
pictures  of  Christ  are  in  six  colors. 
Order  by  number.  (Wa)  j 

15   cents  each;   $1.50  per   dozen. 

V3300.  Head  of  Christ 

V3301.  Christ  in  Gethsemane 

V3302.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 

V3303.  The  Good  Shepherd 

V3304.  The  Boy  Jesus 

V3305.  Christ  at  Dawn 

V3306.  Jesus  the  Children's  Friend 

V3308.  His  Presence 

V3310.  Follow  Thou  Me 


Church  News 


California 
Long  Beach. — On  the  last  Sunday  of  the 
church  year,  during  the  morning  worship 
hour,  an  installation  service  was  held  for 
all  of  the  workers  of  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school.  At  the  evening  meeting  a  serv- 
ice of  installation  and  consecration  of 
deacons  was  held.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norlyn 
Dull  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Lichty  were 
installed  into  permanent  office  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Killingsworth  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  J.  Smith  were  installed  into  pro- 
bationary office.  The  men's  brotherhood 
recently  sponsored  a  father  and  son  dinner 
and  they  were  also  hosts  to  the  annual  dis- 
trict men's  work  at  a  dinner  meeting.  At 
the  women's  work  fellowship  meeting  Mrs. 
Mava  Bartron,  general  chairman  of  all 
women's  groups,  gave  a  report  of  the 
women's  work  of  the  Brotherhood.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  women's  missionary 
society  will  be  preceded  by  a  Korean 
luncheon.  Dr.  Reuben  Pieters,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  our  city, 
will  speak  on  conditions  in  Korea  during 
his  residence  in  that  country.  Mrs.  Mava 
Bartron  represented  the  District  of  South- 
ern California  and  Arizona  at  the  World 
Christian  Education  Convention  in  Toron- 
to,   Canada.     Both   she    and   Mr.    Bartron 


gave  reports  on  the  conference.  Our  love 
feast  was  observed  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
1.  Guest  speakers  in  the  absence  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Norman  J.  Baugher,  were  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Hunt,  Bro.  Frank  Howell  and 
Bro.  Harry  Thomas.  During  the  past  quar- 
ter we  lost  a  faithful  member,  Ida  Moo- 
maw,  by  death.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Brubaker,  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Vaniman  and  Robert  C.  Walker  will 
represent  our  church  at  the  district  con- 
ference in  Glendale,  Ariz.  The  annual 
council  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Oct.  6.  At  this  time  plans  for  the 
work  of  the  new  church  year  will  be  dis- 
cussed and  the  budget  will  be  presented. — 
Mrs.  Homer  E.  Fike,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Reedley. — At  our  council  our  present  pas- 
tor, Joe  E.  Campbell,  was  re-elected  for 
another  year.  He  has  been  our  pastor  for 
three  years.  The  church  has  been  growing 
since  he  has  been  with  us.  Twenty-one 
persons  were  received  by  baptism  and 
seven  by  letter.  Our  Sunday  school  has 
also  been  increasing  in  number.  We  have 
redecorated  some  rooms  at  the  church. 
One  Sunday  evening  Paul  Green,  director 
of  the  Youth  for  Christ,  and  a  group  of 
people  from  Dinuba  conducted  our  serv- 
ices. Ora  Huston  of  Elgin,  HI.,  spoke  at 
our  morning  services  one  Sunday.  At  our 
Sept.  6  council  our  church  officers  were 
elected.  The  women's  work  group  held  its 
installation  services  on  Sept.  21.  We  shall 
have  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  14-28,  with 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL    LESSON 
COMMENTARIES,    1951 

Arnold's  Practical  Commentary.    $1.50 

Exposition,  discussion,  illustrations,  teaching  suggestions  for  pri- 
maries to  adults.  Concise.  (Lig) 

Broadmcm's  Comments.    $2.00 

Digest  of  scripture,  text  notes,  interpretation,  and  application.   (Br) 

Higley's  Sunday  School  Lesson  Commentary.    $1.50 

Conservative.  Outline,  introduction,  exposition,  object  lesson,  illus- 
trations, seed  thoughts,  and  keyed  plans  for  teachers  of  all  age 
groups.  (Hig) 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes.    $2.75 

Its  special  value  is  the  extensive  assembly  of  expository  notes  from 
conservative  Bible  scholars  and  writers.  Concluding  questions 
on  each  lesson.  •  (Wi) 

Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide.    $2.50 

Outline,  discussion  of  the  text,  light  from  Oriental  life,  background, 
and  treatment  of  the  topics  for  young  people  and  adults  and 
for  intermediates  and  seniors.    Forward-looking  and  stimulating. 

(Re) 

Snowden-Douglass   Commentary.    $2.50 

A  continuance  of  the  excellent  old  Snowden  Commentary  under 
competent  authorship.   Concise.  (Ma) 

THE   POCKET    COMMENTARIES 

The  Gist  of  the  Lesson.    60  cents 

Assembled  out  of  the  notes  of  the  lamented  conservative  scholar, 
R.  A.  Torrey.  Brief  and  pointed  exposition  of  the  lesson  by  para- 
graphs. (Re) 

Points  for  Emphasis.    60  cents 

Written  by  the  long-time  editor  of  Southern  Baptist  Sunday-school 
materials.  Outline,  notes,  application.  Wording  that  is  bound  to 
catch  interest.  (Br) 


CAP  GOODS 

We  furnish  Silk,  Rayon,  and  Cotton  Nets, 
Tarlatans,  Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty  years. 
Samples   free. 

R.   E.    Arnold,   Elgin,    Illinois 


Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman  as  the  evangelist. 
Our  district  conference  will  be  held  at 
Modesto  Oct.  19-22.— Mrs.  Fannie  McCahill, 
Reedley,  Calif. 

San  Diego. — In  August  a  displaced  per- 
son from  Lithuania  preached  for  us.  Our 
church  attendance  has  doubled  in  the 
past  several  years.  Promotion  Sunday  was 
observed  on  Sept.  24.  The  women's  work 
has  been  sending  food  and  clothing  to  a 
German  family  of  seven  for  the  past  two 
years  and  is  planning  to  continue  it  again 
this  year.  They  also  sent  clothing  and 
comforters  for  Brethren  relief,  besides  con- 
tributing to  Brethren  Service  at  New 
Windsor.  They  also  sent  clothing  to  the 
Arizona  Indians  and  Mexicans.  The  men's 
work  organization  has  planned  to  paint 
the  outside  of  the  church  on  Oct.  7,  with 
members  giving  their  time.  A  Cub  Scout 
Troop,  with  Walter  Kurth  as  their  lead- 
er, has  been  organized.  The  church  has 
started  a  building  fund  toward  a  Sunday- 
school  addition.  We  are  sending  two  del- 
egates to  district  conference  at  Glendale, 
Ariz. — Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Bradley,  San  Diego, 
Calif. 

Delaware 

Wilmington. — A  pantry  shower  was  held 
for  the  DP  family  which  our  church  is 
sponsoring.  At  this  time  two  members  of 
the  family  are  working  and  the  other  two 
attend  school.  Our  pastor  represented 
the  Wilmington  Y.M.C.A.  at  an  interna- 
tional conference  held  Aug.  21-29  in  Mexi- 
co City,  Mexico.  During  his  absence  the 
pulpit  was  filled  by  Bro.  Philip  Norris  of 
Ambler,  Pa.;  Charles  Nowlin,  one  of  our 
young  laymen;  a  Methodist  layman  and  a 
Methodist  minister.  A  retreat  held  at 
Camp  Tockwogh  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
Md.,  Sept.  2-4  was  attended  by  mem- 
bers from  our  congregation.  The  leaders 
were  Mrs.  Mary  McDaniel  Crouse;  Bro. 
William  McDaniel,  pastor  of  the  Farming- 
ton  church;  Anna  Hutchinson,  a  missionary 
for  thirty  years  on  the  foreign  field,  and 
Hattie  Cool  of  Dover.  The  women's  work 
will  sponsor  a  home  demonstration  club 
this  year  and  will  endeavor  to  interest 
other  women  of  the  community.  During 
September  a  new  automatic  hot  water 
heater  was  installed  in  the  church  base- 
ment. The  annual  election  of  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  was  held  on  Sept. 
24. — Mrs.  Elva  H.  Wickersham,  Newark, 
Del. 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington. — During  the  month  of 
August,  while  our  pastor  was  on  vacation, 
the  following  ministers  filled  the  pulpit: 
Brethren  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  J.  H.  Holling- 
er,  Saylor  Cubbage  and  John  Kneisly.  Two 
of  our  members  attended  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Christian  Education  at  Toronto, 
Canada.  Our  fall  council  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  11.  At  the  men's  dinner  on 
Sept.  14  Bro.^Raymon  Eller,  pastor  of  the 
Dundalk  church,  Md.,  spoke  about  the 
great  mission  work  being  done  at  the  Dun- 
dalk church.  On  Sept.  24  our  pastor  spoke 
on  Christianity  Begins  at  Home.  This  is 
the  program  that  our  church  has  agreed 
to  try,  whereby  every  enlisted  family 
group  works  as  a  family  (1)  to  show  the 
Christian  spirit  in  the  way  we  live  to- 
gether, (2)  to  grow  in  power  to  worship 
God,  (3)  to  treat  all  people  as  children  of 
God,  (4)  to  understand  better  what  it 
means  to  be  Christian.  This  program  is  to 
be  encouraged  by  all  Sunday-school 
classes,  parents'  clubs  and  other  groups  in 
the  church.  Several  sermons  will  also  be 
based  on  this  topic.  Our  church  was  one 
of  100  churches  selected  to  try  this  experi- 
ment. There  was  a  consecration  service 
for  all  the  Sunday-school  teachers  and  offi- 


NOVEMBER    18,    1950 


29 


cers  at  the  evening  service  on  Sept.  24. 
Mrs.  Hinshaw  will  be  our  Messenger  cor- 
respondent for  next  year.  Since  our  last 
report  four  persons  have  been  baptized  and 
one  baby  was  dedicated. — Mrs.  Carl  Wil- 
liams, Alexandria,  Va. 

Florida 
Winter  Park. — Since  our  last  report,  the 
Homebuilders  class  sponsored  the  addition 
of  a  room  to  the  parsonage.  Several  of 
our  members  attended  Camp  Ithiel  Aug. 
13-26.  We  were  saddened  by  the  sudden 
passing  of  Bro.  T.  Simon  Richardson,  who 
helped  in  the  camp.  While  our  pastor  was 
in  revival  meetings  in  North  Carolina,  sev- 
eral local  ministers  filled  the  pulpit.  Our 
pastor  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Winter  Park  ministerial  association  during 
the  past  year,  as  well  as  serving  as  the 
counselor.  Eight  persons  have  been  bap- 
tized since  our  last  report.  Bro.  C.  E.  Bow- 
er was  elected  as  our  elder  for  the  coming 
year.  Helen  Biddix  and  Audra  Brown 
were  our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting 
Oct.  6-8.  Bro.  Ralph  White  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  will  hold  our  fall  revival  Oct.  8-15, 
followed  by  our  love  feast.  Our  pastor 
will  have  the  devotions  over  our  four 
local  stations  during  November,  January, 
March  and  May.  These  programs  are  fif- 
teen minutes  each  day  and  we  use  talent 
from  our  choir  to  sing. — Mrs.  Howard 
Brown,  Winter  Park,  Fla. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — After  the  acceptance  of  the  in- 
vitation for  district  meeting  to  be  held 
at  Astoria  in  August  of  1950,  it  was  decided 
that  our  church  building  should  be  re- 
modeled. Much  of  the  labor  was  done  by 
the  volunteer  help  of  the  membership. 
On  Sept.  4  the  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  with  Elder  Cave  presiding,  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Bro.  Cave  was  retained  as  elder. 
Evangelistic  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Huntington,  Ind., 
Sept.  5-17.  Four  persons  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  The  women  of  the 
church  have  canned  about  300  quarts  of 
fruit  and  vegetables.  The  relief  truck  vis- 
ited our  church  a  few  hours  during  dis- 
trict meeting. — Lizzie  Wherley,  Browning, 
111. 

Cherry  Grove. — Four  persons  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one  letter  has  been  granted  since  our  last 
report.  Our  church  is  growing  in  interest 
and  attendance  and  our  pastor,  Merle  Haw- 
becker,  has  been  giving  us  a  series  of  fine 
sermons.  Brother  and  Sister  Forest  Eis- 
enbise  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  were  present  on 
June  25.  At  the  morning  service  Bro. 
Eisenbise  told  of  his  experiences  in  Pal- 
estine, and  a  display  of  trinkets,  clothing, 
dishes,  etc.,  from  Palestine  were  shown.  In 
the  evening  they  showed  pictures  in  the 
Lanark  church.  On  Aug.  27  Bro.  Joe 
Piesen  of  Lanark  filled  the  pulpit  in  the 
absence  of  our  pastor.  The  district  meet- 
ing was  held  in  Lanark,  Sept.  2-4.  Bro. 
Forrest  Fry  and  his  wife  were  our  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting.  Our  semiannual 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  8  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  A 
church  wedding  took  place  on  Sept.  30, 
when  Beth  Bast  and  Vernon  Schultz  were 
united  in  marriage  by  our  pastor.  Promo- 
tion Sunday  was  held  Oct.  1.  Consecra- 
tion services  were  held  the  same  day  for 
the  new  teachers  and  officers  for  the  com- 
ing year. — Pearl  Puterbaugh,  Lanark,  111. 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — We  recently  had 
our  church  cleaned  and  painted  inside.  All 
of  the  cleaning  was  done  by  members  and 
friends  of  the  church.  Some  new  furni- 
ture was  secured  for  the  parlor  in  the  par- 
sonage. Our  pastor  and  eight  members 
attended  the  district  meeting  at  Lanark. 
Our  delegates  were  Mrs.  Lilian  Dama  and 
Stover  Wine.  We  had  our  council  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  3,  with  Bro.  David  Wieand, 
who  is  our  elder,  presiding.  On  Sept.  8 
we  had  home-coming  day  with  a  basket 
lunch  in  Douglas  Park  and  a  vesper  serv- 
ice in  the  evening.  Bro.  Huston  delivered 
the  morning  message.  Special  music  was 
furnished  by  the  choir  and  a  trio.    Oct.  1 


was  promotion  day.  Diplomas  were  given 
to  all  who  were  promoted  and  Bibles  to 
the  juniors.  In  the  evening  we  had  our 
love  feast  and  communion  service.  There 
was  a  meeting  on  Sept.  25  with  a  Boy 
Scout  representative  for  the  purpose  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  program  and 
activities  of  the  Boy  Scout  troop. — Mrs. 
Lilian  Dama,  Chicago,  111. 

La  Moiie  Prairie. — We  met  in  council  on 
the  evening  of  Sept.  28,  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  Durward  Hays,  presiding.  We  decided 
to  have  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  4.  Bro.  Max 
Fisher  of  West  Virginia  held  our  meeting 
in  August  and,  as  a  result,  two  persons 
were  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated. 
Brethren  Roy  Stoner  and  Henderson  Ben- 
son represented  us  at  our  district  meeting 
at  Astoria.  Church  officers  were  elected  at 
our  council.  Our  aid  made  and  sold  a  com- 
forter this  summer  and  are  quilting  a 
quilt  at  the  present  time.  We  re-elected 
our  present  pastor,  Bro.  Durward  Hays, 
as  our  pastor  and  elder.  Brethren  W.  T. 
Heckman  and  Preston  Arnold  were  in  our 
midst  in  September  in  the  interest  of  the 
new  church  at  Peoria. — Florence  Seymour, 
Palestine,  111. 


Polo. — The  Polo  church  is  progressing 
nicely  under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
Bro.  B.  Wayne  Crist,  who  began  his  fifth 
year  with  us.  On  Sept.  24  Bro.  Crist  con- 
ducted installation  services  for  the  Sun- 
day-school teachers  and  officers.  On  the 
evening  of  Sept.  11  Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler 
of  Mt.  Morris  was  in  charge  of  our  fall 
council  meeting.  As  Bro.  Statler  is  mov- 
ing out  of  our  district,  Bro.  Clarence  Fike 
of  Dixon  was  elected  elder  of  the  Polo 
church.  Walter  Schmidt  has  been  ap- 
pointed Messenger  agent  and  the  writer 
correspondent.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  1,  with  Bro.  Crist  pre- 
siding. Our  rally  day  was  held  in  the 
morning.  Another  DP  family  from  Latvia 
has  come  to  our  community  and  attends 
our  services.  Juniors,  intermediates  and 
young  people  attended  sessions  at  Camp 
Emmaus  this  summer.  The  women  of  the 
church  are  doing  relief  sewing.  Sunday 
evening  services  are  being  held  to  study 
and  interpret  the  Old  Testament.  We  were 
represented  at  our  district  meeting  at  Lan- 
ark.— Mrs.  Fred  Krum,  Polo,  HI. 

Virden. — We  met  in  our  quarterly  council 
on    Sept.    3,    with    our    elder,    Bro.    E.    R. 
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Picture-Story  Series 

Four     big-value,     four-color     Bible     story 
picture  books.    25  cents  each 


ORDER    BY    TITLE 

Each  book  contains  twelve  carefully 
written  and  edited  full-page  Bible 
stories.  Each  story  is  illustrated  with 
a  full-page  Biblical  picture,  printed  in 
four  colors.  A  set  of  all  four  of  these 
books  will  provide  you  with  a  Bible 
picture-story  for  practically  every  week 
of  the  year.  Ideal  for  church  school, 
vacation  school,  and  day  school  teachers, 
parents,  and  others  who  teach  children. 
Written  in  simple,  child  language  that 
7-  to  10-year-olds  can  read. 

Excellent    as    awards    and    gifts 
at   any   time   of   the   year 

Hard  back,  board  covers,  printed  in  four 
colors  and  varnished  for  longer  wear. 
Each  book  is  size  5V8  x  6%  inches. 
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Plaques  and  Mottoes 


Super-Glo  Luminous  Mottoes 

Beautiful  by  day  and  impressive  by  night.  Background 
panel  of  simulated  walnut  wood;  colorful,  original 
artistry.  The  luminous  material  will  remain  effective 
indefinitely;  exposure  to  sunlight  or  artificial  light  will 
restore  it.  (Wa) 


Twin  Sallman   Pictures 

Framed  under  glass  in  mahogany-finished  metal  frame 
with  hanger.  Boxed.  Picture  size,  3x4  inches.  $1.00 
per  pair.  (Sw) 


Size,  4x6  inches.    Price,   25c   each 


P2501.  Watch    and    Pray 
P2502.  Trust  in  the   Lord 
P2503.  God  Is  Love 
P2S04.  Peace  Be  Unto  You 
P2505.  I  Am  the   Light  of  the 
World 


P2506.  He  Careth  for  You 
P2507.  Be  of  Good  Cheer 
P2508.  The    Lord   Is    My    Shep- 
herd 
P2509.  Keep  Looking  Up 
P2510.  Jesus  Cares 


Sallman's  Prints  With  Texts 

Framed  under  glass  in  polished  nickel-steel.   Both  easel 
and  wall  hanger  provided.    Size,   5x7  inches.    Boxed. 

(Sw) 


No.  T20.  Head  of  Christ  and  Christ  at  Dawn 
No.  T30.  Christ  at  Door  and  The  Good  Shepherd 
No.  T40.  Christ   in   Gethsemane    and    The   Boy    Christ 

Art-Wood  Plaques 

Appropriate  for  gifts  and  Sunday-school  awards.  These 
designs  are  very  popular.  Very  new  and  sturdy.  Raised 
texts.  Walnut  finished.  Made  from  genuine  hand-carved 
wooden  models.  Each  in  box.  Prices  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  (Wa) 


Each,  $1.25 
No.  160T.  Prov.  3:  6    Head  of  Christ 
No.  170T.  Phil.  4: 13    Christ  at  Heart's  Door 
No.  180T.  1  Peter  5:7    The  Good  Shepherd 
No.  200T.  Isaiah  26:  3    Christ  at  Dawn 


Size,  10  x  41/2  inches.  Price,  $1.15 
1041 — Prayer  Changes  Things 
1063 — Jesus  Never  Fails 

Four  texts  inset  in  rustic  wood  frame  each  with  mini- 
ature color  print  of  Sallman's  "Head  of  Christ."  Size 
3y4x55/8.   Individually  gift-boxed.  (Wa) 


V.HRJST 
Is  Our  Hope 

"Which  HopeWc 

Hiive  «  an  Anchor 

of  The  Soul.'' 


"Sunshine"  Beauty  Wood  Plaques 

Imitation  walnut-grained  wood  with  motto  text  in  gold 
relief.  Size  of  each,  11%  x  3%  inches.  Each  with  hanger. 
Packed  in  neat  gift  box.  $1.50  (Wa) 


Price,  60  cenls 
7505— Christ  Is  Our  Hope 
7506— The  Eternal  God  Is  Thy  Refuge 
7507—1  Am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life 
7508— God  So  Loved  the  World 
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N2750.  God  Bless  Our  Home 
N2751.  Jesus  Cares 
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N2752.  Prayer  Changes  Things 
N2753.  Jesus  Never  Fails 
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a  discussion  on  The  Draft  and  Our  Boys. 
Our  Achievement  Offering  was  sixty-two 
dollars. — Florence  E.  B.  Arnold,  Logans- 
port,  Ind. 

Ohio 
Paradise. — Twelve  of  our  children  and 
young  people  enjoyed  a  profitable  week  at 
Camp  Zion.  Two  weeks  of  evangelistic 
services  were  held  by  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry 
of  the  Eastwood  church  in  Akron.  An 
added  feature  of  the  service  was  the  va- 
riety of  vocal  music  offered  by  several 
different  groups  in  our  congregation.  Serv- 
ices were  conducted  through  the  summer 
months  by  Bro.  Henry  Besse  of  North  Can- 
ton, Bro.  Enos  Nolt  and  Bro.  Guy  Beech 
•  of  Akron.    Late  in  August  our  junior  and 

intermediate  departments  enjoyed   a  pic- 
Name     nic   in  the  Mohican   State   park.    Several 

young    people    attended    the    annual    fall 

R.  D.   or  St young  people's  rally  at  Camp  Zion  Sept. 

2  and  3.    On  Aug.  27  a  fellowship  dinner 
P.  O Zone  State  


MY    NEW    ADDRESS    IS 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


Hendricks,  presiding.  He  was  re-elected  as 
elder  for  another  year.  Bro.  Ernest  Bow- 
man and  his  wife  will  continue  their  pas- 
toral duties  for  another  year.  The  various 
board  and  committee  members  were 
elected.  Melvin  Skelton  and  Dorothy  Fahs 
were  our  delegates  to  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Astoria.  We  observed  rally  day  on 
Sept.  24.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  World 
Communion  Sunday.  Several  juniors,  in- 
termediates, young  people  and  women 
from  our  church  attended  their  respective 
camps  at  Camp  Emmanuel.  We  have  lost 
several  members  by  death  since  our  last 
report.  We  have  an  exchange  German 
high  school  student  staying  in  one  of  our 
homes. — Mrs.  E.  E.  Brubaker,  Virden,   111. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — The  Southern  Indiana  dis- 
trict meeting  at  the  Arcadia  church  was 
well  attended.  Brethren  Albert  Harsh- 
barger  of  the  Fairview  church  and  Elden 
M.  Petry,  pastor  of  the  Anderson  church, 
were  elected  to  serve  as  delegates  on  the 
Standing  Committee  to  the  1951  Confer- 
ence. The  women's  groups  have  joined  the 
national  movement  of  the  council  of  church 
women  to  enroll  1,000,000  women  for  the 
purpose  of  striving  for  world  peace.  Fall 
communion  services  were  held  on  Oct.  7, 
followed  by  home-coming  day  on  Sunday. 
Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  these  services.  The  sanc- 
tuary choir,  under  the  direction  of  Robert 
Stoner,  provides  special  music  for  each 
church  service  and  has  planned  special 
programs  for  the  winter  months.  Our 
council  meeting  was  held  recently  and 
officers  were  elected  for  1951.  Three  mem- 
bers were  received  by  letter  at  this  time. 
Attendance  in  the  church  school,  the  CBYF 
and  the  hour  of  power  midweek  service 
has  shown  a  marked  increase  during  the 
last  few  months. — Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Heagy, 
Anderson,  Ind. 

Beech  Grove. — On  Sept.  5  we  had  an 
election  of  officers  for  the  new  church  and 
Sunday-school  year.  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry  of 
Dayton  conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival 
Oct.  11-24.  Three  persons  were  baptized. 
On  July  30  Bro.  Bonsack  was  with  us  in 
an  all-day  meeting.  We  will  have  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  14. — Mrs.  Leonard  Reeves, 
Pendleton,  Ind. 

Carl  Creek. — Since  our  last  report,  three 
members  were  baptized  and  consecration 
services  were  held  for  one  baby.  A  Ger- 
man student  gave  us  a  splendid  talk  one 
Sunday  recently.  The  first  week  in  Sep- 
tember Bro.  W.  C.  Stinebaugh  of  Wabash 
conducted  services  each  evening  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Trout  of  Marion  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  music.  The  ladies'  aid 
meets  once  a  month  with  a  good  attend- 
ance and  will  now  begin  on  the  new  proj- 
ects for  the  year.  The  election  of  officers 
was  held  in  September.    On  Sept.  18  the 


church  met  in  council  to  elect  its  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  Ralph 
Huffman  was  re-elected  to  serve  as  our 
pastor.  Bro.  Huffman  and  his  family  have 
been  with  us  for  twelve  years.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  Oct.  7. — Mabel 
E.  Winger,   Swayzee,  Ind. 

Loganspori. — Bro.  Roy  Richey  played 
several  recorded  sermons  from  the  Con- 
ference at  Grand  Rapids  to  us  on  Sunday 
evenings.  While  Bro.  Richey  was  taking  a 
rest  for  a  couple  of  Sundays,  Brother  and 
Sister  Robert  Sebert,  along  with  local  tal- 
ent, filled  the  pulpit.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  Camp  Mack.  Our  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting  at  Spring  Creek 
were  Vera  Yeater  and  Blanche  Long,  who 
gave  reports  the  following  Sunday.  Our 
annual  Sunday-school  picnic  and  preach- 
ing service  was  held  at  the  park  on  Sept. 
10.  Our  elder,  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively,  and  his 
wife  also  attended.  Vespers  were  con- 
ducted by  Sister  Ruth  Hilbert.  The  wom- 
en's work  recently  voted  to  give  $100  for 
the  parsonage  debt  and  an  offering  to  the 
Achievement  fund.  Each  of  our  women  is 
canning  a  half  gallon  can  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  for  the  Mexico  home.  Bro.  T. 
A.  Shively  was  re-elected  elder  at  our 
Sept.  14  council.  The  young  people  at- 
tended Sunday-school  and  church  services 
at  our  church  in  Michigan  City  this  sum- 
mer and  had  an  outing  at  the  lake.  They 
had  charge  of  the  Sunday  service  on  Sept. 
17,  at  which  time  the  message  was  brought 
by  Gerhart  Weiser,  an  exchange  student 
from  Germany.  At  the  evening  service  the 
regional  president  of  the  CBYF,  Bernell 
Carry,  held  a  panel  discussion,  assisted  by 
Gerhart.  Two  carloads  went  to  Mexico  to 
the  mass  meeting  of  the  district  CBYF  for 


and  a  harvest  donation  were  held  in  honor 
of  our  new  pastors,  Brother  and  Sister  C. 
H.  Deardorff. — Gladys  Showalter,  Dalton, 
Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 
Poltslown. — Eight  new  members  were 
received  into  our  fellowship  by  baptism 
and  four  by  letter.  Our  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  was  held  at  the  Clover  Leaf 
Restaurant  with  Mrs.  William  Nyce  as  the 
speaker.  Our  church  and  young  people 
presented  Bro.  Bhagat  of  India  with  a  cam- 
era and  projector.  Three  of  our  ladies, 
Mrs.  Wanner,  Mrs.  West  and  Mrs.  Koppen- 
hafer,  attended  the  workshop  at  Juniata 
College. — Edith    Johnson,    Pottstown,    Pa. 


Christmas  tree  ornaments 
Foldies 

Metallic — Flameproof — Shatter- 
proof 

49  cents  a  package 

Each  package  of  FOLDIES  contains 
four  sheets  of  ornaments  stamped  to 
tear  out.  Four  of  each  of  nine  de- 
signs— sleigh,  church,  light  bearer, 
bird,  star,  angel,  reindeer,  snowflake, 
boot — in  gold,  silver,  red  and  green. 
Some  icicles  are  included.  Their  use 
requires  no  paste  and  no  scissors. 
You  just  fold  and  hang  them.  Each 
package  contains  red  cords  for  hang- 
ing. ,  (Sec) 


The  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for 
December 

The  Secret  of  Life 

by  Roy  Burkhart 

The  secret  of  life  which  seems  to  evade  so  many  is  simply  the 
discovery  of  who  we  are,  whence  we  came,  and  where  we  are 
going.  Written  warmly  and  directly,  Dr.  Burkhart's  new  book 
provides  a  much-needed  primer  on  the  spiritual  life. 

Copies  of  The  Secret  of  Life  will  be  mailed 
to  members  of  the  Brethren  Ministers' 
Book  of  the  Month  Club  on  December  10. 

Regular  price.  $1.25.  To  members  oi  the  book  club.  88  cents,  plus  postage  and  handling. 
To  other  Brethren  ministers.  $1.00. 
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READERS  WRITE  .  .  .  to  the  editor 

The  Gospel  Messenger  welcomes  letters  commenting  on  editorials,  articles  and  news. 
Letters  should  be  brief  and  brotherly. 


Where  They  Stand 

In  responding  to  the  invitation  ex- 
tended in  the  Oct.  7  issue  to  sign  a 
statement  concerning  a  stand  -for 
peace,  many  readers  not  only  signed 
the  statement  but  explained  their 
stand  in  significant  remarks.  In- 
cluded below  are  a  few  of  these  per- 
sonal statements: 

"Why  can't  the  President's  Point 
Four  be  utilized  to  carry  a  Chris- 
tian, nonsectarian  democracy,  es- 
pecially to  Asia?" 

"I  feel  as  if  our  churches  are  not 
helping  our  boys  as  much  as  they 
should  in  taking  a  stand  against 
war." 

"I  hope  to  see  continued  stress  in 
the  Messenger  on  the  traditional 
peace  stand  of  our  church." 

"I  consider  alternative  service  un- 
der General  Hershey's  self-named 
'killers'  recruiters,  otherwise  called 
Selective  Service,  as  a  part  of  war 
and  urge  the  BSC  to  not  plan  with 
them  for  a  change  of  the  present 
Selective  Service  law." 

"I  was  in  the  navy  in  World  War 
II  for  over  three  years.  I  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1944  and 
changed  my  convictions,  which  are 
growing  stronger   every   day." 

"I  am  convinced  that  war  is  sin; 
further,  the  Christian  must  not  only 
shun  sin  but  must  love  actively  and 
dynamically." 

"We  are  serving  with  a  BVS  unit. 
This  is  our  positive  stand  on  the 
question  of  war  and  peace." 

"I  am  only  seventeen  years  old, 
facing  draft  or  possible  military 
training .  laws.  In  this  light  I  stand, 
taking  the  position  of  the  church  as 
my  guide." 

"I  am  glad  to  subscribe  to  our 
peace  position  but  I  cannot  follow 
the  position  and  attitudes  of  my 
church  in  everything  it  is  sponsor- 
ing and  with  which  it  has  become 
affiliated." 

"I  was  a  CO  in  World  War  I.  The 
present  position  of  the  church  is  the 
only  consistent  one.  The  1-AO  posi- 
tion puts  you  under  command  and 
not  under  law.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  noncombatant  service  in 
the  combatant  army  or  military 
machine." 

"I  was  in  World  War  II  and  saw 
the  horrors  of  war,  bringing  to  me 


the    realization    of    its    wrongdoing 
and  its  sin.  I  am  now  classified  4-E."  | 

"No  good  can  come  from  any  war. 
War  breeds  hate  and  hate  breeds 
more  wars.  We  cannot  overcome 
evil  with  evil  but  must  overcome 
evil  with  good." 

"We  are  alarmed  at  the  indiffer- 
ence of  many  of  our  members  con-j 
cerning  our  boys  participating  inj 
these  wars  which  have  never  j 
brought  peace.  Please  print  morel 
articles  on  this  subject." 

"I    was    raised    in    the    Brethren  [ 
Church  but,  as  they  seem  to  be  sol 
unconcerned  about  war,  I  started  to 
attend  a  Friend's   Church   about  a 
year  ago." 

"I  was  once  a  sinner  and  was  also| 
in  war  service.  I  know  the  teachings! 
of  war  are  evil  and  our  God  tells| 
me  not  to  have  any  part  in  it." 

"I    feel   more    keenly    about    myt 
being  a  CO  now  than  I  did  during^ 
the  last  war.    I  have  learned  more 
of  Christ's  way  of  life." 

"It  would  be  a  wonderful  thingt 
if  our  Brethren  preachers  would  be-J 
lieve  in  and  preach  peace  100  peii 
cent." 

"For  me,  I  would  feel  as  thoug 
I  had  betrayed  my  Lord  and  brokenh 
my  baptismal  vows  if  I  purposeM 
did  anything  to  help  the  cruel  de- 
struction of  war.    What  little  I  carj 
do  will  be  to  relieve  suffering." 

"The  teachings  of  Christ  definitely! 
forbid  us  to  engage  in  war  to  en-[ 
courage  warfare.  We  seem  to  forgel 
that  these  teachings  were  meant  foif 
nations  as  well  as  for  individuals  p 
The  Christians'  weapons  of  warfarti 
should  be  faith  and  trust  in  God 
Jesus  tells   us   that   nothing   is   im 
possible  for  those  who  have  enough 
faith.    When  we  battle  against  ou« 
enemies    with    the    forces    of    evilp 
we  cannot  then  hope  to  overcome 
them    with    the    goodness    of    ou)|> 
Christianity. 

"We  must  brighten  and  polish  th<| 
lamps  of  our  Christianity  so  tha . 
light  will  shine  in  every  corner  o| 
the  earth,  even  into  the  strongholdp 
of  our  enemies.  Let  us  seek  to  ati 
tain  the  kind  of  faith  which  will 
enable  us  to  overcome  evil  witlr 
good.  Most  of  all,  the  enemies  ot 
our  country  need  the  food  and  drinl ' 
which  comes  from  the  teaching  o| 
Christ." 


We  become  "color 
blind"  when  we  treat 
a  man  as  a  man,  as 
a  friend,  when  we 
value  a  soul  by  its 
true  worth 


Photo  by 
Walter  Hering 


Looking  Over  the  Color   Line 

REFLECTIONS    IN    BLACK    AND     WHITE    BY    A    SOUTHERN    GENTLEMAN 


I  WAS  born  in  the  South,  was 
reared  in  the  South,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  South  and  now 
live  in  the  South.  Segregation 
of  colored  and  white  races  has 
been  a  thoroughly  fixed  social 
pattern  in  several  Southern 
communities  where  I  have  lived. 
This  was  true  of  the  family  pat- 
tern in  which  I  was  reared. 

This  past  summer  I  went 
North  to  take  a  course  in  a 
graduate  school.  I  was  assigned 
to  a  dormitory  with  a  roommate. 
My  roommate  had  arrived  earli- 
er than  I  but  he  was  out  when 
I  moved  in.  I  had  no  advance 
indication  as  to  who  he  might  be. 
I  saw  a  hat  on  the  chair  that 
evidently  had  been  bought  in 
Austin,  Texas.  I  thought,  "My 
roommate  is  a  genial  student 
from  the  University  of  Texas." 
But  not  so.  For  shortly  my  room- 


mate came  in  and  who  should  he 
be  but  a  Texas  Negro.  Who  had 
the  temerity  to  place  me,  a 
Southern  gentleman,  with  a 
Southern  Negro? 

Fortunately  I  was  not  that 
kind  of  a  Southern  gentleman. 
I  had  had  similar  experiences 
and  had  come  to  appreciate  and 
to  know  several  Negroes  as  hu- 
man beings,  fellow  citizens, 
friends.  But  what  a  risk  the 
person  assigning  rooms  had 
taken.  How  could  he  have 
known  that  I,  a  Southerner, 
would  accept  such  accommoda- 
tions? 

In  the  graduate  course  there 
were  fifty  students.  Of  these 
there  were  sixteen  Negroes;  all 
of  them  were  from  the  South. 
Such  graduate  work  is  practi- 
cally closed  to  them  in  Southern 
universities. 


There  were  three  Negro  stu- 
dents from  my  state.  My  state 
university,  through  its  board  of 
visitors,  had  just  flaunted  the 
most  recent  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  decision  and  had 
told  a  Negro  law  student,  "No, 
you  cannot  enter  here  because 
you  are  black."  It  was  his  duty 
to  die,  if  necessary,  for  the  white 
man's  democracy  on  the  other 
side  of  the  globe  in  Korea,  but 
here  at  home  he  must  stay  in 
his  own  back  yard. 

My  roommate  was  the  dean  of 
a  Negro  college.  He  was  one  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  had 
attended  college  because  of  an 
unusual  father.  He  had  a  degree 
from  an  agricultural  college,  as 
I  did.  We  each  had  married 
home    economics    teachers    and 
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each  had  three  children.  He 
was  working  in  a  church-related 
liberal  arts  college;  so  was  I. 
Each  night  beside  his  bed  he 
prayed  on  his  knees  silently  be- 
fore he  retired.  I  slinked  under 
my  covers,  praying  ashamedly 
for  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Through  my  roommate  I  was 
accepted  into  the  inner  circle  of 
Negro  students  in  the  school. 
They  were  a  wholesome,  happy 
lot.  Laughter,  good  -  natured 
banter  and  music  seemed  a  part 
of  them.  They  were  polite,  con- 
siderate and  interesting  com- 
pany. At  first  a  bit  reserved  and 
hesitant,  they  soon  became  free 
and  open  to  discuss  their  prob- 
lems, frustrations,  innermost 
thoughts.  They  were  profession- 
ally ambitious. 

After  summer  school  ended, 
there  was  an  opportunity  for  me 
to  ride  home  in  a  car  with  a 
group  of  these  Negro  students 
but  this  was  hardly  feasible. 
There  was  the  problem  of  eating 
and  sleeping  en  route.  There 
would  have  been  the  uncom- 
fortable stares  to  be  encountered 
along  the  wayside. 

Now  that  I  am  settled  at  home 
these  friendships  must  be 
shelved.  People  who  are  black 
do  not  visit  as  guests  in  a  white 
Southern  home.  Negroes  are  not 
welcome  in  my  church.  In  my 
town  they  live  in  the  slum 
houses  in  their  own  quarters. 
They  do  the  menial  and  domes- 
tic work  in  my  town.  (Let  me 
append  here  that  my  town  is 
not  different  in  these  practices 
from  that  which  I  observed  in 
the  towns  of  the  Northern  state 
where  I  attended  summer 
school.) 

A  colored  boy  down  the  street 
from  my  home  cannot  go  to 
high  school  in  my  town.  I  picked 
him  up  in  a  car  the  other  day  as 
he  was  hitchhiking  home  from 
school.  By  whatever  transporta- 
tion he  can  find  he  must  go  past 
three  white  high  schools  before 
he  can  get  to  his.    He  told  me 
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that   he    would   like    to    go   to 
college. 

"Do  you  think  that  I  could  get 
in  at  your  college?"  he  asked. 
There  is  a  church  college  in  our 
town,  not  open  to  Negroes. 

"I  don't  know.  I  believe  that 
the  majority  of  the  students 
would  welcome  such  a  move." 

"I  talked  to  my  principal  the 
other  day,"  said  the  colored  boy, 
"and  he  said  that  the  colored- 
white  problem  would  be  solved 
if  everyone  older  than  thirty- 
five  should  suddenly  drop  dead." 

I  had  nothing  to  say.  I  am  past 


thirty-five. 

But  this  is  my  prayer:  "O  God, 
how  can  we  break  this  tenacious 
and  unchristian  social  pattern  in 
our  midst?  When  can  we  be 
free  to  treat  a  man  as  a  man,  a 
friend  as  a  friend?  Help  us  to 
become  color-blind.  Plant  in  our 
hearts  the  ability  to  value  a  soul 
by  its  true  worth.  In  the  spirit 
of  love  give  us  the  courage  to 
help  eliminate  this  cancer  in  our 
great  democracy.  Show  me  how 
I  can  effectively  interpret  this 
concern  to  my  white  brethren 
and  colleagues.    Amen." 


Talking  before  audiences  in  various  cities,  indulging  in 
crossroads  gossip,  and  plowing  through  newspapers  picked 
up  everywhere  en  route,  an  old  conviction  is  confirmed:  that 
the  sometimes  slow,  sometimes  rapid,  advancement  of  Negroes 
to  a  better  status  is  being  pushed  by  countless  Southerners  of 
white  skin.  Given  the  relative  nature  of  the  comparative  situ- 
ations in  South  and  North,  probably  more  progress  is  being 
made  toward  changing  racial  attitudes  in  the  South  than  in 
the  North. 

New  attitudes  are  visible  in  small  but  significant  things. 
A  decade  or  two  ago,  only  a  few  Southern  newspapers  used 
the  capital  "N"  in  referring  to  Negroes,  as  a  preferable  and 
more  respectful  practice.  Today,  such  papers  are  general. 
And  some  newspapers,  among  them  the  Henderson,  N.  G, 
Daily  Dispatch,  go  out  of  their  way  to  label  as  "a  white  man" 
certain  criminals  brought  up  for  offenses  traditionally,  though 
unfairly,  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Negro  people.  This  is  hardly 
ideal,  for  a  time  will  come  when  it  is  not  necessary  to  think 
of  wrongdoers  or  rightdoers  in  terms  of  pigmentation;  but  the 
motive  is  good,  and  this  custom  stands  out  in  refreshing  contrast 
to  certain  press  practices  in  playing  up  the  crimes  of  colored 
citizens,  while  minimizing  those  of  the  whites. 

A  doctor  from  Norfolk,  Va„  before  the  Roanoke  convention 
of  the  Virginia  Medical  Society,  told  his  colleagues  that  Negro 
physicians  ought  to  be  admitted  to  full  membership.  If  they 
were,  they  could  then  become  eligible  for  membership  in  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  bluntly  stated  that  he  had 
made  a  survey  of  the  state's  Negro  doctors,  and  found  them 
equal  in  skill  and  qualifications  to  white  practitioners.  This 
forward-looking  man.  Dr.  C.  Lydon  Harrell,  did  not  find  himself 
alone.  He  and  his  fellow  white  doctors  were  able  to  roll  up 
a  vote  of  30  for  admission  of  Negroes,  against  55  for  retention 
of  the  old  ban.  Because  the  Society's  constitution  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote,  the  liberal  measure  failed;  but  the  margin  was 
only  five  votes,  and  it  is  a  margin  that  narrows  year  by  year. 

— Devere    Allen,   Worldover    Press 


EDITORIAL 


The  Thinking  Chair 

IN  THE  kindergarten  class  that  our  five-year- 
old  boy  attends  the  teacher  has  placed  a  chair 
in  one  corner  for  any  child  who  needs  to  be 
punished.  The  teacher  and  pupils  call  it  "the 
thinking  chair."  While  sitting  alone,  separated 
from  other  activities,  a  child  who  has  misbehaved 
has  plenty  of  time  to  think  and  to  decide  to  do 
better  before  he  is  allowed  to  come  back  in  the 
circle. 

We  approve  of  the  idea  of  a  "thinking  chair" 
and  have  even  found  occasions  when  we  needed 
one  in  our  home.  It  is  far  more  constructive  as  a 
punishment  than  the  dunce  cap  and  dunce  stool, 
which  permitted  the  bad  boy  to  be  a  clown.  There 
may  be  danger,  of  course,  that  a  maladjusted  child 
will  brood  over  his  punishment  and  plan  a  coun- 
terattack. Yet  in  most  cases  the  firm  but  kindly 
insistence  on  a  thinking  chair  will  be  to  his  good. 

But  we  adults  need  also  to  be  forced  to  think — 
to  look  soberly,  steadily  and  squarely  at  our  many 
shortcomings.  Particularly  do  we  need  the  kind 
of  thinking  chair  that  will  bring  repentance  back 
into  our  experience.  Sometimes  a  narrow  escape 
from  disaster  or  a  sharp  reprimand  from  a  friend 
will  shock  us  out  of  our  complacency  and  set  us 
down  on  the  hot  seat  of  self-examination.  For  ex- 
periences like  these  we  ought  to  be  grateful,  and 
we  should  pray  for  more  frequent  reminders  to 
search  our  hearts. 

The  preaching  of  the  early  apostles  was  strong 
on  repentance  as  a  step  toward  faith  and  the  fill- 
ing of  the  Spirit.  It  is  still  a  prerequisite  for 
growth  in  the  Christian  life  because  it  is  the  be- 
ginning of  the  "about  face"  which  turns  a  man 
away  from  sin  and  toward  God. 

The  recent  struggle  in  Korea  caused  many 
Christians  to  do  some  heart-searching  about  what 
they  have  done — or  failed  to  do — to  prevent  the 
next  world  war.  But  has  that  close  call  brought 
us  to  our  knees,  truly  penitent  and  ready  to  change 
our  ways?  Or  have  we  already  forgotten  it? 

Sentenced— to  Church 

GIVEN  the  choice  of  thirty  days  in  jail  or 
attendance  at  church  every  Sunday  for  a 
year,  an  Ohio  housewife  voted  in  favor  of 
attending  church.  Whether  this  lady,  who  was 
convicted  on  an  assault  and  battery  charge,  will 
profit  by  the  experience  remains  to  be  seen.  Cer- 
tainly she  will  be  in  a  better  environment  than 
in  a  jail,  although  her  motives  for  listening  to 
sermons  and  worshiping  God  may  leave  much  to 
be  desired. 


Prayer  for  the  Market 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  of  old  time  didst  walk 
in  the  markets  and  note  the  ways  of  children  in 
their  play,  and  of  men  in  their  buying  and  selling, 
and  in  their  standing  idle,  and  in  their  eagerness  to 
work;  thou  who  lovest  the  fair  deal,  the  just  balance, 
the  generous  measure,  the  honest  price  and  gentle- 
ness to  all  thy  creatures;  make  us  mindful  of  thy 
presence  always  in  this  market.  And  as  thou  hast 
blessed  the  skill  and  patience  of  those  who  have 
labored  in  field  and  farm  and  brought  their  produce 
here,  so  do  thou  reward  them  and  bless  the  fruits  of 
their  labor  to  the  good  of  others  and  the  praise  of 
thy  holy  name,  who  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  doth  live  and  reign  one  God  forever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

— The  Mennonite  Community. 


But  we  like  the  idea  of  going  to  church  as 
an  alternative  to  going  to  jail.  As  members  of 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  our  business  to 
keep  ourselves  and  others  out  of  jail — unless  for 
conscience'  sake  jail  is  a  better  alternative  than 
what  the  law  requires.  Attending  church  should 
never  need  to  be  an  imposed  sentence  but  a  cheer- 
fully accepted  obligation.  We  need  the  public 
worship  of  God  in  order  that  his  kingdom  shall 
hold  sway  over  our  hearts.  Regular  participation 
in  church  services  is  a  deterrent  to  evil,  but  it  is 
also  far  more.  It  keep  us  spiritually  alive  and 
growing  by  associating  us  with  men  and  women 
whose  hearts  are  turned  toward  God. 

More  Christian  Greetings 

THE  National  Association  of  Greeting  Card 
Publishers  reports  that  there  is  an  increasing 
demand  for  definitely  Christian  greetings, 
especially  at  the  Christmas  season.  Five  years  ago 
only  about  ten  per  cent  of  the  cards  carried  a 
Christian  message.  But  last  year  Christian  cards 
were  twenty  per  cent  of  the  total.  Of  the  billion 
and  a  half  that  will  be  mailed  during  the  next 
month,  how  many  will  be  Christian? 

Although  many  of  our  readers  will  have  already 
purchased  their  greetings  for  this  season,  we  know 
that  they  will  support  wholeheartedly  the  cam- 
paign that  is  sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Evangelism  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
to  get  Christians  to  give  a  Christian  witness  in 
their  choice  of  cards.  Let  us  make  certain  that 
the  illustrations  as  well  as  the  printed  messages 
are  as  Christian  as  Christmas  ought  to  be. 
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Shall  We  Commit  Ourselves? 


C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,  Christian  Education  Commission 
Cartoons  courtesy  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 


COMMITMENT  TO  FREEDOM 


Signing  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence  will 

give  strength  to  our  decision  to  remain  free 

of  the  liquor  habit 


THE  Christian  Education 
Commission  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  has  ap- 
proved a  suggestion  by  its  tem- 
perance director,  James  Renz, 
that  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent 
be  observed  as  Commitment 
Day.  On  that  Sunday,  our  peo- 
ple in  Sunday  school  and  church 
are  to  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  take  a  pledge  committing 
themselves  to  total  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages. You  may  have  some  ques- 
tions as  to  whether  or  not  this 
is  a  wise  or  profitable  move.  Let 
us  examine  some  of  the  issues 
involved. 

First,  you  may  be  sure  the  or- 
ganized liquor  traffic  would  op- 
pose your  signing  such  a  pledge. 
The  liquor  manufacturers  and 
dealers  would  prefer  to  have  you 
remain  in  a  state  of  indecision 
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so  that  you  would  be  more  ap- 
proachable, more  susceptible  to 
their  cleverly  designed  but  un- 
scrupulous advertising,  and 
more  vulnerable  to  invitations 
to  drink. 

Second,  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant that  life  be  lived  as  if 
one  had  signed  such  a  pledge. 
Drink  is  damaging  and  often 
devastating  in  its  effects.  To 
drink  is  to  court  disaster.  One 
should  live  soberly,  avoiding 
liquor;  one  should  live  as  if  he 
were  in  fact  carrying  out  a 
pledge  of  total  abstinence,  for  in 
that  way  he  avoids  the  danger  of 
alcohol.  Since  it  is  desirable  and 
advantageous  to  live  that  way, 
why  not  say  that  we  intend  to 
do  so? 

Third,  we  are  expected  to 
make  choices  and  commitments 
in  other  fields,  why  not  in  this 
important  area  of  life?  In  mat- 
rimony you  promise  to  love,  hon- 


or, and  cherish  and  to  keep 
"thee  only  unto  him  [or  her] 
until  death  does  us  part,"  and  to 
do  so  in  sickness  and  in  health, 
in  prosperity  or  adversity,  for 
better  or  for  worse.  The  phy- 
sician, upon  graduation  from 
medical  school,  is  expected  to 
take  the  Hippocratic  oath  or 
pledge  committing  himself  to 
the  scrupulous  following  of  the 
strict  ethical  code  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  business  or  finance 
we  sign  on  the  dotted  line  when 
we  guarantee,  buy  on  time,  or 
borrow.  Pledges  are  matters  of 
common  and  accepted  procedure 
whereby  we  register  intent  and 
committed  purpose.  Why  not 
employ  their  psychological  value 
in  keeping  down  the  ravages  of 
drunkenness  and  alcoholism  and 
promoting  the  blessings  of  tem- 
perance and  sobriety?  Many 
people  testify  they  have  found 
the  pledge  helpful  and  a  bless- 


ing.  How  can  such  a  pledge 
possibly  harm  us?  The  issue  is 
too  important  to  leave  to  chance. 
Let  us  commit  ourselves. 

Fourth,  ideally  one  should 
make  important  life  decisions 
when  he  is  at  his  best  and  under 
good  influences.  It  is  not  safe  to 
leave  such  decisions  until  you 
are  under  terrific  pressure  of 
temptation  and  amidst  influences 
that  are  evil.  It  is  best  to  have 
the  issue  decided  ahead  of  time 
if  possible.  Commitment  Day 
gives  the  opportunity,  under  the 
influence  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  church,  to  think  clearly 
about  the  matter  and  deliberate- 
ly to  decide  to  follow  the  wise, 
safe,  and  right  course.  Let  us 
settle  the  liquor  question  in  our 
lives  while  we  can  settle  it  right. 

Fifth,  total  abstinence  is  one 
detail  in  the  kind  of  life  expect- 
ed of  a  Christian.  Total  absti- 
nence is  a  matter  of  Christian 


discipline  that  tends  to  guar- 
antee the  life  of  sobriety  and 
clear-mindedness  enjoined  upon 
disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  fitting,  therefore, 
that,  having  discovered  this  fact, 
we  should  recognize  it  in  a  sol- 
emn and  sacred  ceremony,  such 
as  signing  a  pledge  of  commit- 
ment. This  ceremony  not  only 
benefits  us,  it  is  also  a  testimony 
and  witness  to  others  in  a  field 
where  many  are  being  led  to 
their  downfall  through  Satan's 
program  of  active  deception. 
Such  a  decisive  step  comes  fit- 
tingly at  the  beginning  of  the 
Lenten  season  when  followers  of 
Christ  are  urged  to  examine 
their  spiritual  development  and 
to  undertake  to  discipline  them- 
selves further  so  as  to  produce  a 
better  ordered  Christian  life  and 
witness.  Such  an  emphasis  ob- 
served year  after  year  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  would 


CREATING  THE  WEAKNESS 


)eciding  upon  total  abstinence  under  good  influences  will  help  a 
person  to  withstand  the  pressures  of  propaganda 


leave  its  mark  upon  us.  It  would 
tend  to  clinch  our  temperance 
teaching. 

A  beautiful  Commitment  Day 
poster  has  been  prepared  for 
your  church.  It  is  so  lovely  and 
of  such  quality  that  it  should  be 
used  for  several  years.  Leave  it 
up  for  only  a  few  Sundays,  then 
take  it  down  and  store  it  care- 
fully for  use  next  year,  and  the 
year  after. 

Finally,  in  a  society  scourged 
by  the  growing  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages,  let  us  not  be  in  any 
state  of  indecision  or  doubtful 
balance;  let  us  be  committed  to 
total  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  of  all  kinds. 
Let  us  decide  where,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  we  will  stand. 

This  Truth   Is  Evident 

Ruth  B.  Statler 

Somerset,  Pennsylvania 

You   say   that  truth   is   found  in 

certain  realms — 
That  you  are  right  and  I  am  surely 

wrong; 
I  think  the  issue  you  but  falsify — 
That  never   there   can   any  truth 

belong. 
We  look  at  life  from  angles  far 

apart; 
Embittered,  angered,  thus  we  dis- 
agree; 
I  strike  out  at  you  with  caustic 

words. 
And    you,    vindictive,    lash    right 

back  at  me. 
This  proves  not  I  am  right  and  you 

are  wrong. 
Or    error's   mine    and   yours   the 

truth  we  sought. 
But  that  we  have  not  love  within 

our  hearts. 
Or  tolerant  spirits  as  good  people 

ought. 
This  truth  is  evident,  this  precept 

sure: 
In   bitterness   a   truth   cannot  h+ 

found. 
Or    right    discovered    by    ungov- 

erned  words. 
If  we  sincerely  want  some  truth 

profound. 
Together  we  will  search  it  hand 

in  hand; 
And  love  will  find  the  key  to  truth 

and  right — 
Give   light   to   things   we   do   not 

understand. 
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Family  Fun 

and 

Recreation 


Bob  Tully* 


WE  WERE  discussing  the 
problems  of  the  church 
school,  its  classes  and  its 
program,  when  the  young  son 
of  the  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent came  in  and  childishly 
demanded: 

"Mama,  what  can  I  do  now?" 

"John  Charles,  I'm  tired  of 
having  you  run  to  me  every  five 
minutes  and  ask  'what  can  I  do 
now?'  Don't  you  know  how  to 
play?  Go  back  into  your  room 
and  find  something  to  play 
with." 

The  tone  of  her  voice  indicated 
irritation.  Yes,  it  had  been  rain- 
ing off  and  on  for  three  days  and 
a  little  boy  can  become  very 
tiring  when  cooped  up  in  the 
house.  I  squirmed,  feeling  the 
urge  for  some  informal  coun- 
seling, at  least  a  short  fireside 
sermonette,  but  held  the  conver- 
sation to  the  subject  at  hand, 
religious  education. 

But   I  can't   get  that  picture 


•Visiting  lecturer  and  campus  recreation 
consultant,  University  of  Indiana.  He  is 
also  working  for  his  doctorate  degree  in 
recreation. 


Father  shares  his  fun  in  fishing  with  his  son 
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out  of  my  mind,  a  boy  returning 
to  his  playthings  with  no  drive, 
no  imagination,  no  spark  in  his 
eye.  Were  we,  even  in  religious 
education,  spending  too  much 
time  in  trying  to  teach  facts, 
Bible  facts,  hymn  words,  his- 
toric facts,  neighborhood  facts  to 
be  practiced  in  a  nation  far,  far 
away?  What  had  we  taught  pos- 
itively about  play,  its  attitude 
and  its  practice? 

That  devoted  Christian  family 
had  been  guided  by  the  church 
to  pray,  to  give,  to  do  an  honest 
day's  work,  even  to  abhor  evil. 
But  what  had  we  done  to  help 
that  family  have  family  fun  on 
a  Christian  level  or  to  guide 
child  play  life? 

I  had  to  do  some  thinking 
about  this  matter.  I  had  to  de- 
termine what  it  is  necessary  to 
believe  about  play  and  then 
what  we  should  do  about  it, 
especially  family  play. 

In  brief  this  is  what  I  believe: 

Play  is,  basically,  an  attitude 
more  than  an  activity.  Crushed 
Charles  needed  a  new  attitude, 
an  idea,  not  an  activity  or  a 
plaything.  Play  is  an  attitude  of 
joy  in  the  doing.    The  rewards 


are  in  the  immediate,  not  in  any 
awards,  monetary  or  social,  after 
the  activity. 

Play  is  a  lifelong  experience. 
All  persons  play  at  times 
throughout  their  entire  life. 
Play  for  the  child  is  life  itself. 
A  child's  life  line  is  so  short  that 
there  is  little  need  for  reflection, 
and  the  present  is  so  new  that 
there  is  little  time  for  anticipa- 
tion of  the  future.  Adults  usual- 
ly play  through  recreation.  They 
re-create  and  recall  former  joys 
by  (1)  reflection  (how  many  of 
us  talk  and  dream  about  the 
good  old  days!) ;  (2)  by  re-enact- 
ing (doing  the  things  we  used 
to  do) ;  (3)  by  anticipation 
(dreaming  about  the  things  we 
would  like  to  do) .  Youth  stands 
between  childhood  and  adult- 
hood. Some  of  youth's  play  is 
life  itself;  the  rest  is  only  recre- 
ational. As  the  child  matures  he 
must  be  guided  by  love  from 
the  position  that  play  is  all  im- 
portant to  play  as  an  integral 
part  of  life,  which  is  made  up  of 
the  proper  balance  of  work,  play 
and  worship. 

Play,  since  it  is  basically  an 
attitude,  must  be  taught.    The 


best  way  to  teach  an  attitude  is 
to  let  it  be  caught  by  surround- 
ing the  person  with  that  atti- 
tude. The  entire  family  must 
have  the  joyous  play  attitude. 

There  are,  of  course,  other 
things  that  I  believe  about  play, 
but  the  above  seem  important 
if  we  are  to  do  anything  creative 
about  family  recreation.  In  the 
light  of  our  belief,  what  can  we 
do  in  actual  family  fun?  Well, 
after  all  there  are  only  three 
ways  to  have  family  fun,  only 
three  times  that  parents  and 
children  can  play  together:  (1) 
play  with  the  children  while  we 
continue  our  work;  (2)  play 
with  our  children  while  we  are 
playing;  (3)  play  as  a  whole 
family  together. 

During  one  of  the  forum  meet- 
ings at  the  Recreational  Leaders' 
Laboratory  last  Christmas  vaca- 
tion, the  entire  group,  ninety 
strong,  was  divided  into  eight 
groups  and  each  group  was 
handed  a  sheet  of  paper  on 
which  were  the  following  state- 
ments: 

"How  our  parents  played  with 
us  while  they  continued  their 
work." 

"How  our  parents  played  with 
us  as  they  continued  their  per- 
sonal recreation." 

"How  we  as  a  family  played 
together." 

"Ideas  that  I  have  run  across 
for  family  fun." 

Each  member  in  each  of  the 
smaller  groups  was  asked  to  list 
one  thing  that  he  or  she  could 
remember  under  each  of  them, 
but  there  was  to  be  no  repetition 
in  the  listing  in  each  group. 

The  following  interesting  con- 
clusions can  be  drawn  after 
study  of  the  eight  reports.  They 
are  given  here  to  help  parents  do 
something  definite  about  family 
recreation.  Parents  of  these  rec- 
reational leaders  had  done  some- 
thing positive  that  their  children 
remembered. 

How  our  parents  played  with,  us 
as   they   continued   their   work 

All  eight  groups  mentioned 
the  fact  that  their  parents  played 


mental  games  with  them  as  they 
worked,  such  games  as  Hide  and 
Seek,  I'm  Hiding,  Hide  the 
Thimble,  etc.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  guessing  games  that 
you  can  play  even  as  you  work. 

Six  of  the  groups  mentioned 
the  fact  that  mother  helped  them 
play  while  she  sewed  by  pro- 
viding buttons  or  beads  to 
string,  doll  clothes  to  sew,  and 
even  buttons  to  sew  on  regular 
clothes. 

Five  of  the  groups  remem- 
bered mother  sharing  extra 
dough    for   crusts,    cookies   and 


Dad  provides  materials  and  tools 

for  the  children  to  work  while  he 

is  working 

tiny  loaves  of  bread  while  she 
was  baking. 

The  fathers  were  not  left  out. 
Three  groups  remembered  dad 
as  a  carpenter,  providing  nail- 
ing blocks,  extra  wood  for  toy 
houses,  and  scraps  as  building 
blocks.  Dad,  as  a  mechanic,  had 
his  children  repairing  their  wag- 
on, oiling  it  and  even  permitting 
the  children  to  take  a  designated 
toy  apart  and  repair  it.  On  the 
farm,  the  children  pulled  back 
the  hay  rope,  rode  Old  Dobbin, 
rode  the  hay  wagon,  even  made 
their  own  hay  and  fed  it  to  their 
pony.  At  gardening  time  chil- 
dren carried  water,  counted 
seeds  and  even  shared  a  corner 


or  row  for  a  personal  play  gar- 
den. 

Besides  the  above  there  were 
twenty-one  other  activities  that 
these  young  people's  parents  en- 
couraged them  to  do.  Parents, 
even  while  they  are  about  their 
personal  work,  must  have  the 
attitude  of  play  and  be  willing  to 
share  that  attitude  by  sugges- 
tions to  their  children. 

How  our  parents  played  with  us 

as  they  continued  their  personal 

recreation 

The  most  remembered  person- 
al recreation  of  parents  was 
games  and  sports.  While  mother 
and  dad  played  their  favorite 
game,  children  were  guided  by 
the  provision  of  a  paddle  and 
tennis  ball,  a  broken  ping  -  pong 
ball,  extra  shuffleboard  stick 
"which  I  rode  as  a  horse,"  "my/ 
own  little  archery  set." 

Five  of  the  groups  mentioned 
the  fact  that  their  parents  often 
just  relaxed.  "Mother  let  me 
comb  her  long  hair,"  "Daddy  let 
me  tell  him  stories  and  I  would 
get  so  angry  when  he  would  go 
to  sleep  on  me."  Others  men- 
tioned playing  house,  imaginary 
"going  visiting,"  etc. 

Some  in  each  of  four  groups 
remembered  their  parents  read- 
ing for  their  personal  pleasure. 

Continued  on  page   13 


tfarmoh 


All  the  family  shares  in  the  work 
and  fun  of  camping  trips,  taking 
turns  pitching  the  tent,  cooking, 
packing  up  and  cleaning  the 
campsite 
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The  Pilgrim   Stranger 

Daughter  of  a  senator,  woman  preacher  and  world  traveler, 
subject  of  many  lines  in  a  famous  poem,  Harriet  Livermore  was 
befriended  by .  Brethren  and  buried  in   an   unmarked  grave   in 

Germantown 


IN  THE  home  of  a  Quaker  in 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
on  a  December  night  many- 
years  ago,  a  family  gathered 
around  the  cheery  fireside.  The 
sun  had  risen  that  day  "cheerless 
over  the  hills  of  gray."  The  fam- 
ily consisted  of  the  father,  moth- 
er, two  brothers,  two  sisters  and 
an  uncle  and  aunt  of  the  man 
who  tells  the  story.  The  district 
schoolteacher  who  boarded  with 
them  was  there  and,  in  addition, 
Harriet  Livermore.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore, justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  New  Hampshire  and  for 
several  terms  United  States  sen- 
ator; she  was  born  at  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  April  14,  1778. 

The  New  England  home  was 
the  home  of  the  Whittiers.  The 
day  described  by  John  Greenleaf 
Whittier,  "the  Quaker  poet,"  saw 
the  sun  sink  from  sight  before  it 
set.  The  dark  and  foreboding 
clouds  soon  began  to  shower  the 
earth  with  their  feathery  con- 
tents and  thus  the  scene  was  laid 
for  the  poem,  Snow-Bound. 

Harriet  Livermore,  was  the 
"guest"  in  Whittier's  Snow- 
Bound,  the  self-styled  "Pilgrim 
Stranger." 

Another   guest   that  winter   night 
Flashed  back  from  lustrous  eyes 

the  light. 
Unmarked  by  time,  and  yet  not 

young, 
The  honeyed  music  of  her  tongue 
And  words  of  meekness  scarcely 

told 
A  nature  passionate  and  bold. 
Strong,  self-concentered,  spurning 

guide, 
Its  milder  features  dwarfed  beside 
Her  unbent  will's  majestic  pride. 
She  sat  among  us,  at  the  best, 
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Freeman  Ankrum 

St.   James,   Maryland 


A  not  unfeared,  half-welcome 

guest, 
Rebuking  with  her  cultured  phrase 
Our  homeliness  of  words  and 

ways. 

Harriet  Livermore  was  a 
woman  of  "fine  natural  ability," 
says  Whittier,  "enthusiastic,  ec- 
centric, with  slight  control  over 
her  violent  temper,  which  some- 
times made  her  religious  profes- 
sion doubtful.  She  was  equally 
ready  to  exhort  in  schoolhouse 
prayer  meetings  and  dance  in  a 
Washington  ballroom  while  her 
father  was  a  member  of  con- 
gress." Her  life  was  made  up  of 
various  religious  experiences. 
Yet  each  time  she  partook,  as  it 
were,  she  found  herself  as  one 
who  drinks  in  a  dream,  unsatis- 
fied. Her  life  had  been  vain  and 
thoughtless,  to  use  her  own 
words.  She  was  disappointed 
with  the  world  and  her  hopes  lay 
in  broken  and  shattered  frag- 
ments at  her  feet. 

She  writes,  "I  drew  up  a  reso- 
lution in  my  mind  to  become  a 
religious  person.  Neither  fear  of 
hell,  nor  desire  of  heaven,  influ- 
enced the  motive."  Her  religious 
life  had  indeed  sampled  various 
faiths:  sprinkled  in  infancy  and 
confirmed  an  Episcopalian  at 
fourteen  she  joined  the  Congre- 
gationalists,  became  attached  to 
the  Quakers  and  was  baptized  a 
Baptist.  She  embraced  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Second-Advent,  and 
felt  it  her  duty  to  proclaim  the 
Lord's  speedy  coming.  With  this 
message  she  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  spent  the  greater  part  of  a 
long  life  traveling  in  Europe  and 


Asia.  She  lived  for  some  time 
on  the  slope  of  Mt.  Lebanon  with 
Lady  Lester  Stanhope,  a  woman 
of  like  mind.  A  difference  of 
opinion  regarding  the  two  white 
horses  of  prophecy,  upon  one  of 
which  Lady  Stanhope  hoped  to 
ride  into  Jerusalem  with  her 
Lord,  caused  the  two  to  part 
company. 

At  the  time  referred  to  in. 
Snow-Bound,  she  was  boarding 
at  the  Rocks  Village  two  miles 
from  the  Whittier  home. 

Miss  Livermore  became  a  suc- 
cessful evangelist  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  When  she  came  to 
Philadelphia  she  was  not  wel- 
come in  the  more  fashionable 
churches.  Women  preachers 
were  looked  upon  with  suspicion, 
and  were  often  refused  admit- 
tance to  the  pulpits.  However, 
there  was  one  who  was  more 
hospitable.  This  man  was  Elder 
Peter  Keyser,  then  pastor  of  the 
Dunker  church  on  Crown  Street, 
near  Callowhill.  He  gladly  gave 
her  permission  to  speak  in  the 
church  of  which  he  was  the  pas- 
tor. 

The  simple  faith  of  the  German 
Baptist  people  appealed  to  her. 
She  was  pleased  with  their  hum- 
ble and  modest  appearance  and 
behavior.  While  there  is  no  evi- 
dence upon  which  the  writer  can 
base  a  statement  that  she  be- 
came a  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  her  interests 
were  the  same,  and  there  is  a 
record  of  a  love  feast  and  com 
munion,  on  November  16,  1826, 
the  first  to  be  held  in  the  Phila- 
delphia church,  at  which  time 
we  find  it  is  recorded,  "H.  Liver- 
more communed." 

In    the    Philadelphia    churct 


that  day  a  young  lady  was  con- 
verted. Her  name  was  Sarah 
Righter.  Miss  Livermore's  ser- 
mon touched  the  heart  of  the 
young  listener.  Following  her 
conversion,  she  united  with  the 
church  and  became  a  famous 
woman  preacher  among  the 
Brethren.  She  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Peter  Keyser  on  Novem- 
ber 12,  1826.  She  began  to 
preach  when  only  twenty  years 
of  age  and  was  a  woman  of  rare 
power  whose  sermons  were  filled 
with  eloquence  and  prophetic  in- 
sight. She  later  became  Mrs. 
Major.  Mrs.  Major  died  at 
Greenfield,  Ohio. 

The  example  of  her  spiritual 
mother  was  ever  before  her,  and 
she  was  inspired  to  tell  the  story 
of  redemption.  On  October  25, 
1884,  Sarah  Righter  Major's  son, 
Col.  T.  E.  Major,  writing  to  a 
friend,  Rev.  S.  T.  Livermore,  de- 
scribes the  coming  to  Philadel- 
phia of  Harriet  Livermore  and 
states,  "Here  it  was  that  my 
mother  heard  the  Pilgrim  Stran- 
ger and  the  first  fruits  of  her 
labors  in  Philadelphia  was  the 
conversion  of  my  mother  whom 
Harriet  Livermore  afterwards 
called  'my  daughter.' " 

One  day  there  came  to  a  serv- 
ice conducted  by  Sarah  Major, 
a  young  man  aged  eighteen,  the 
grandson  of  Christopher  Sower 
and  Peter  Becker.   The  name  of 


the  interested  and  thrilled  young 
listener  to  the  woman  preacher 
was  Abraham  Harley  Cassel.  He 
became  the  great  antiquarian, 
whose  collection  of  books  and 
pamphlets  was  of  immense  size. 
This  man  was  converted  by 
Sarah  Major  and  united  with  the 
Brethren. 

To  the  humble  home  of  Abra- 
ham Cassel  in  Pennsylvania 
came  men  of  letters  from  all 
walks  of  life  for  research  and 
information.  Professors,  stu- 
dents, authors,  editors,  men  of 
title  and  wealth  spent  hours  or 
days  in  his  library.  Among  them 
was  the  poet  Whittier.  Here  he 
gathered  the  material  for  his 
poem,  The  Pennsylvania  Pil- 
grim. Cassel  was  a  friend  of  gov- 
ernors and  an  honored  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Society.  This  great  man  could  in 
reality  be  said  to  be  the  spiritual 
grandson  of  Harriet  Livermore, 
the  Pilgrim  Stranger. 

Abraham  Cassel  writes  of 
Harriet  Livermore  to  Edwin  C. 
Jellet  in  a  letter  dated  Septem- 
ber 22,  1902: 

"She  was  disowned  and  disin- 
herited because  of  her  religious 
zeal,  so  that  she  became  in  the 
fullest  sense  a  pilgrim  and  a 
stranger.  She  had  no  property 
and  no  home.  As  long  as  she  was 
well  she  had  her  temporary 
abode  with  friends  among  whom 


Sarah  Righter  Major,  a  convert  of 
the    preaching    of    Harriet    Liver- 
more, became  a  famous  woman 
preacher  among  the  Brethren 


were  Mrs.  Margaret  Worrell,  the 
Linhams  in  Germantown,  and 
others.  But  when  sickness  came 
upon  her  she  had  no  other  refuge 
than  the  almshouse.  Mrs.  Wor- 
rell, a  childless  widow,  who  had 
her  home  with  a  married  sister, 
Mrs.  Jacob  Reiff,  317  Franklin 
Street,  Philadelphia,  often  went 
to  see  her  and  to  minister  to  her 
comforts.  When  on  March  30, 
1868,  she  died  at  the  Blockly 
almshouse,  Philadelphia,  her 
faithful,  constant  friend,  Marga- 
ret Worrell,  had  the  body  taken 
to  the  Franklin  Street  address, 
and  from  there  Mrs.  Worrell  and 
other  friends  accompanied  the 
remains  to  Germantown,  where 
they  were  interred  in  Mrs.  Wor- 
rel's  lot  in  the  graveyard  in  the 
rear  of  the  Germantown  church,. 
Mrs.  Worrell  followed  eight 
years  later,  and  there  these  two' 
friends  sleep  side  by  side  await- 
ing the  coming  of  their  Lord." 

Harriet  Livermore,  like  Alex- 
ander Mack,  asked  no  marker  for 
her  grave,  no  stone  of  remem- 
brance. Her  monument  indeed  is 
in  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those 
who  learned  to  know  the  Lord 
because  of  her. 

The  writer  has  walked  through 
the  paths  of  the  old  cemetery 
where  are  to  be  found  the  graves 
of  the  first  two  Alexander  Macks 
and  others  of  their  day.  Under 
the  tall  green  pines  rest  those 
who  have  lived  and  died  in  their 
faith  for  the  church.  Many  of 
their  monuments  contain  but 
brief  simple  inscriptions,  for,  are 
not  their  works  and  deeds  writ- 
ten in  the  annals  of  the  church? 

Among  the  many  graves  is  an 
unmarked  one,  the  grave  of  "the 
Pilgrim  Stranger,"  just  as  she 
desired.  Here  then  sleeps  the 
body  of  Harriet  Livermore  "who 
abhorred  evil  more,  loved  right- 
eousness more,  journeyed  more 
amid  perils,  suffered  more, 
preached  and  prayed  more,  wrote 
more,  and  wept  more  for  Jesus 
than  any  other  woman  of  whom 
we  have  a  record." 
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Just  as  the  desert  blossoms 
and  becomes  fruitful  when 
the  channels  to  abundant 
water  are  opened,  so  our 
lives  become  fruitful  when 
the  channels  to  God's 
power  are  deepened 


George  W.  Wright 

Windber,  Pennsylvania 


^beep&ntitq,  t/te  SfUbUual  Jllfie 


HIGH  in  the  mountains, 
above  the  clouds,  in  the 
region  of  eternal  snow  na- 
ture created  a  massive  reservoir. 
Tons  and  tons  of  life-giving 
water  were  stored  in  the  hollows 
between  lofty  mountain  peaks. 
Down  through  the  valley  mean- 
dered a  small  stream  that  car- 
ried the  overflow  from  nature's 
abundant  reservoir,  but  the 
stream  was  so  small  and  its  flow 
so  irregular  that  the  dry, 
parched  land  received  little 
benefit  from  the  life-giving 
waters  above. 

But  one  day  the  valley  came  to 
life  as  dust  clouds  heralded  the 
arrival  of  earth-moving  ma- 
chines. Dredges  and  shovels 
commenced  to  dig  in  the  stream 
channel,  removing  huge  rocks 
and  granite  barriers,  straighten- 
ing the  course  of  the  stream. 
When   the   task   was   completed 
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and  the  final  blasting  echoed 
through  the  valley,  an  abun- 
dance of  water  surged  through 
the  clear  channel  into  the  sluice 
gates.  It  was  diverted  along 
rows  of  small  irrigation  ditches 
where  it  deposited  its  life-giving 
ingredients.  Today  the  valley  is 
in  bloom.  In  the  formerly  dry 
and  parched  soil  a  rich  harvest 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  is  grow- 
ing. 

High  in  the  heavens,  above  the 
blue  clouds,  in  the  region  of 
eternal  life  God  has  created  an 
unmeasurable  reservoir.  Great 
riches  of  love  and  abundant 
power  are  held  in  the  hollow  of 
his  almighty  hand.  Down 
through  your  life  and  mine  we 
have  felt  the  trickle  of  his  mar- 
velous love  but  the  stream  has 
been  very  meager;  we  have  been 
so  indifferent  that  thirsty  souls, 
eager  for  the  water  of  life,  have 
not  been  benefited. 

God  would  have  us  come  to 


life.  Through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  he  would  blast  out 
the  rocks  of  selfishness  and  the 
barriers  of  sin  that  obstruct  the 
flow  of  divine  love.  He  would 
have  us  deepen  the  channels  of 
our  spiritual  lives  that  we  may 
drink  and  be  refreshed,  revived 
and  made  ready  to  serve.  "Try 
me  and  see  if  I  will  not  open  the 
windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you 
out  a  blessing  that  there  shall 
not  be  room  enough  to  receive 
it."  Then  we  can  open  the  sluice 
gates  of  service  and  with  joy 
watch  the  water  as  it  brings 
about  a  wonderful  transforma- 
tion in  the  hearts  of  men. 

Once  we  have  cleared  our  lives 
of  all  obstructions  to  God's  grace, 
then  we  may  be  able  to  feel  the 
flow  of  the  Spirit,  not  into  our 
lives,  but  through  our  lives  into 
the  lives  of  others.  As  Jesus  told 
Nicodemus  in  John  3,  perhaps 
the  great  sin  of  Christian  folks 
is  that  of  neglect.  We  neglect  to 


cleanse  our  lives,  we  neglect  to 
seek  souls,  we  neglect  our  altars 
of  prayer,  we  neglect  the  Word 
of  life,  we  neglect  God. 

We  wonder  why  our  lives 
seem  to  be  so  unprofitable.  Paul 
says  in  Rom.  12  that  we  are  to 
be  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  our  minds.  We  must  decide 
whether  we  are  going  to  serve 
the  world  or  to  serve  God.  "If  ye 
then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek 
those  things  which  are  above." 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  in 
which  we  can  deepen  the  chan- 
nels of  our  souls.  Consider  the 
channel  of  prayer.  James  tells 
us,  "Ye  receive  not  because  ye 
ask  amiss."  We  must  learn  to 
pray  into  the  will  of  God  and  not 
to  seek  selfishly.  We  go  from 
day  to  day  forgetting  to  thank 
God  for  the  richness  of  the  vast 
blessings  that  he  is  constantly 
showering  into  our  lives. 

The  Master  challenged  those 
who  were  seeking  eternal  life  to 
search  the  Scriptures.  Let  us 
wipe  the  dust  from  the  Bible  and 
search  diligently  for  the  words 
of  life.  And  now  that  we  have 
found  the  way  of  deepening  the 
channel,  there  is  one  more  thing 
for  us  to  do.  Our  hands  must 
open  the  sluice  gates  to  let  the 
spiritual  values  that  we  have 
found  flow  into  the  lives  of 
others.  Our  conversation,  our 
habits,  our  conduct  with  our 
families  must  show  the  overflow 
of  the  Spirit  of  God.  In  our 
places  of  employment  there  are 
perhaps  even  greater  opportuni- 
ties to  witness  for  our  Master. 
We  shall  be  very  richly  blessed 
and  joy  will  fill  our  hearts  when 
we  launch  forth,  seeking  to  win 
some  soul  to  Christ. 

AFRICA  ISSUE  NEXT  WEEK— 

Do  you  wonder  how  the  young 
church  in  Africa  meets  its  prob- 
lems? Read  Sara  Shisler's  article. 
The  Emerging  Church  Faces  Its 
Task. 

Does  the  increasing  political 
power  of  Mohammedanism  affect 
the  work  in  the  Africa  field?  The 
Challenge  of  Mohammedanism, 
guest  editorial  by  H.  Stover  Eulp, 
points  out  the  problems. 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.   Zeller.   Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

This  will  seem  like  a  small  prob- 
lem lo  bring  to  you,  but  it  looms 
large  to  me,  especially  when  I  am 
tired  and  my  patience  is  thin.  How 
can  I  get  my  four  active  children  in 
from  their  play  to  meals  without  so 
much  wear  and  tear  on  them  and 
me?  I  work  hard  getting  the  meal 
ready,  then  go  to  the  door  and  call 
and  call  and  wait  and  wait  while  the 
food  gets  cold  and  my  temper  gets 
warm.  By  the  time  they  all  finally 
come  in  and  are  ready  lo  sit  down, 
everyone  seems  cross  and  we  eat  in 
a  tension.  I  am  sure  it  must  be  my 
fault  and  I  really  want  lo  improve 
on  it. 

A  Tired  Mother. 

Dear   Friend, 

Do  you  have  a  family  council? 
This  is  a  good  place  to  bring  up  such 
concerns  and  together  work  out  an 
agreement.  Here  are  a  few  methods 
that  have  been  tried  and  found 
helpful: 

1.  Call  the  children  about  ten 
minutes  before  you  have  the  meal 
ready  and  tell  them  to  bring  their 
play  to  a  close  and  be  ready  to  come 
in  when  you  call  the  second  time. 

2.  Have  an  understanding  that 
they  will  be  deprived  of  some 
pleasure  or  will  receive  some  treat 
if  they  are  late  or  on  time  as  the 
case  may  be.  One  aunt  who  was 
caring  for  her  nephews  had  them 
wash  the  dishes  when  they  came 
late  to  supper.  This  would  be  all 
right  for  boys,  but  might  make  girls 
dislike  too  much  a  task  which  they 
will  have  to   do  many  times  later. 


3.  Ring  a  bell  instead  of  calling. 
A  mother  who  found  this  helpful 
said  her  children  could  detect  her 
various  moods  in  her  voice  and  re- 
act in  different  ways.  They  can  talk 
back  to  a  voice.  A  bell  is  impersonal 
and  decisive  and  often  works  better. 
Children  are  accustomed  to  respond- 
ing to  a  bell  in  other  life  situations. 
Also  a  bell  can  be  heard  through  the 
noise   of  play   better  than  a   voice. 

4.  Try  to  be  cheerful  when  they 
do  come  in.  Have  a  homey  atmos- 
phere so  they  will  be  glad  to  come 
home. 

5.  Try  to  get  some  rest  each  day. 
It  is  a  good  patience  restorer. 

6.  Read  the  book,  Cheaper  by  the 
Dozen.    It  might  be  helpful. 

Your  Counselor. 


Dear  Counselor, 

What  is  counted  as  being  the 
proper  time  thai  should  elapse  after 
losing  a  companion  and  remarriage? 
In  this  instance  both  are  elderly  and 
both  lost  their  companion  near  the 
same  lime. 

A  Widower. 

Dear  Friend: 

In  most  circles  one  year  is  re- 
garded as  the  minimum  requirement 
for  respectful  consideration  of  a 
former  mate  before  a  new  attach- 
ment is  made.  Once  you  have 
accepted  the  validity  of  a  new  com- 
panionship at  any  age  the  problem 
of  time  is  of  less  consequence  than 
that  proper  persons  and  attitudes 
are  joined. 

Your   Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Family  Fun 

Continued  from  page  9 

Some  parents  read  aloud  even 
though  the  child  could  not  un- 
derstand. Another  let  the  child 
turn  the  pages.  Several  parents 
provided  color  books  for  the 
children. 

Other  parental  personal  recre- 
ations that  rated  high  were  vis- 
iting, hunting  and  collecting  for 
scrapbooks.  Parents  interested 
their  children  by  urging  them  to 
play  "company"  with  their  dolls, 
letting  them  hold  a  tea  party  or 


once  in  a  while  dropping  them 
off  with  an  aunt  and  uncle. 
Many  children  had  their  own 
scrapbook,  paste  and  scissors 
when  mother  and  dad  went  on 
a  clipping  spree. 

How  we  as  a  family  played  to- 
gether 

In  this  area  picnics  ranked 
first.  Each  group  listed  it.  Six 
of  the  groups  listed  family  mu- 
sic, instrumental  and  vocal,  and 
joyriding  as  a  favorite  family 
recreation.  Next  on  the  list  were 
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guessing  and  car  games,  read- 
ing and  hiking.  Ranking  fourth 
were  ice  skating  and  coasting, 
ping-pong  and  card  games. 
Among  other  family  activities 
were  making  candy  and  popcorn 
balls,  swimming,  the  radio,  hunt- 
ing and  fishing,  movies,  drama, 
croquet  and  the  modern  family 
problem,  television. 

Ideas  I  have  run  across  for  family 
fun 

I  was  interested  in  what  the 
group  would  bring  out  as  ideas 
they  remembered  for  family  fun. 
The  one  item  that  stood  out  was 
family  camping.  Here  indeed  is 
a  real  opportunity  for  family 
fun.  Note  that  camping  is  an 
extension  of  the  family  picnic; 
it  continues  overnight  and  in- 
cludes preparing  meals.  Family 
camping  must  be  co-operatively 
planned  and  co-operatively  car- 
ried out.  Outdoor  housekeeping 
must  be  shared  by  all,  not  just 
left  to  mother. 

The  second  item  that  stood  out 
shows  the  temper  of  many  pres- 
ent-day Brethren  youth.  They 
think  of  the  entire  Brethren 
family  having  fun  together  in 
relief  work.  (It  is  in  the  atti- 
tude.) The  following  were  ac- 
tual family  projects  suggested: 
raising  food  for  relief,  a  family 
Lord's  Acre,  helping  a  needy 
family  in  total  living,  using  a 
night  or  afternoon  to  work  on 
relief  clothing  and  materials,  re- 
lief canning,  preparing  a  Sun- 
shine Box,  a  box  containing  a 
little  gift  for  every  day  of  the 
week,  for  a  sick  person,  etc. 

On  a  par  with  these  types  of 
relief  projects  the  recreational 
laboratory  people  suggested  that 
each  family  have  a  family  night, 
a  night  set  aside  for  the  family 
to  share  together  as  it  sees  fit, 
but  definitely  dedicated  to  the 
family  and  its  fun. 

Other  suggestions  were  family 
crafts  and  hobbies,  family  cook- 
ing, drawing  lots  to  see  who 
cooked  what,  puppet  and  drama 
shows,  home  movies.  Well  down 
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on  the  list  was  the  need  of  a 
recreation  room. 

Here  again  we  see  that  the 
emphasis  is  not  on  the  place,  a 
room,  or  the  thing  to  play  with. 
The  important  thing  is  the  play 
attitude.  All  things  can  take  on 
joyous  meaning  if  we  can  cap- 
ture that  attitude.  Work  in 
many  instances  can  become  play. 
Worship  can  become  a  hoped  for, 
joyful,  creative  experience.  Life 
indeed  can  become  abundant. 


Of  Thanks  and  Faith 

Mrs.  Francis  Hart 

Fleming,  Colorado 

COULD  our  forefathers  have 
foreseen  how  bleak  and  op- 
posing those  shores  were  to 
be  for  a  few  years,  would  they 
have  been  tempted  to  turn  back? 
No,  the  mixture  of  need,  courage, 
hope  and  faith  in  God  that  had 
started  them  on  a  long  journey 
was  to  serve  them  still  through 
the  trying  days  ahead — the  same 
courage,  hope,  and  faith  that  are 
to  us  a  great  heritage  in  the  dif- 
ficulties we  face. 

The  years  of  1621  was  the  cli- 
max to  their  hardships.  When 
September  brought  the  usual 
chilling  rains  and  frost,  they 
found  they  had  little  crop  to 
harvest  and  few  supplies  of  any 
kind.  As  October  faded  into  No- 
vember, the  cold  pierced  deeper, 
and  their  food  was  nearly  gone. 
Determined  to  hold  on  as  long 
as  possible,  they  rationed  their 
meager  horde  of  corn  to  five 
kernels  per  person  a  day.  The 
ship  they  had  sent  to  England 
for  supplies  must  return  soon  if 
they  were  to  survive.  Faith  in 
God  alone  perpetuated  a  glim- 
mer of  hope.  Bathed  in  the  glow, 
they  began  to  pray  and  fast.  .  .  . 
"If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed,  ye  shall  say  unto 
this  mountain,  remove  hence  to 
yonder  place;  and  it  shall  be  re- 
moved. .  .  .  Howbeit  this  kind 
goeth  not  out  but  by  prayer  and 
fasting." 
For   three   days   they   prayed 


and  fasted,  and  on  the  third  day 
the  ship  came.  Many  souls  who 
watched  its  landing  knew  it  was 
the  hand  of  God.  The  fasting  was 
turned  to  feasting  and  their 
prayers  to  thanksgiving.  They 
invited  the  friendly  Indians  from 
near  by  to  feast  with  them,  for  to 
share  is  the  greatest  thanks. 

Many  generations  of  Ameri- 
cans have  bowed  their  heads  in 
heartfelt  thanks  each  year  since 
that  first  Thanksgiving.  In  our 
generation,  who  can  count  the 
things  we  have  to  be  thankful 
for:  food  and  shelter,  comfort, 
health  and  freedom.  We  have  all 
of  these  at  a  time  when  there  is 
want  and  suffering  and  oppres- 
sion in  so  many  parts  of  the 
world.  We  have  extended  a  help- 
ing hand  to  many  less  fortunate 
people,  but  we  must  not  forget 
that  we  can  afford  to  be  gen- 
erous. We  have  abundance,  and 
to  share  is  still  the  greatest 
thanks! 

Of  all  the  things  we  have  for 
which  to  give  thanks,  the  free- 
dom to  worship  God  is  among 
the  greatest.  While  storm  clouds 
gather  around  the  world  and  the 
Christ  surely  prepares  to  redeem 
his  own,  I  wonder  if  we  are  mak- 
ing the  most  of  it.  Our  genera- 
tion may  have  the  greatest  need 
of  any  yet  for  the  sustaining 
grace  of  an  almighty  God.  We 
also  may  be  the  generation,  many 
of  whom  will  be  found  without 
oil  in  their  lamps.  To  be  filled, 
we  must  have  hunger  and  thirst; 
to  dine  at  the  marriage  feast,  we 
must  put  on  the  marriage  robe. 
All  else  for  our  salvation  is  taken 
care  of  by  a  loving  and  merciful 
Father.  When,  and  if,  days  of 
great  trial  come  to  us,  what  other 
arm  can  lift  us  up,  who  else  can 
sustain  us  in  an  hour  of  greatest 
need? 

Think  back  to  the  concentra 
tion  camps  of  the  last  war.  Any 
person  who  may  have  entered 
into  that  tribulation  with  a  heart 
transfigured  by  the  love  of  our 
Lord,  with  his  holy  Word  print- 
ed deep  on  his  mind,  had  a  thing 


no  enemy  could  touch  or  take 
away.  Rather,  it  would  be  a 
radiant,  healing  light  to  other 
fainting  souls. 

"They  left  unstained  what  they 
found — "  the  right  to  worship 
God  in  our  own  way. 

Joseph — a  Challenge 

Rebecca   Foutz 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

OF  THE  Old  Testament  char- 
acters, Joseph  seems  to 
furnish  a  pattern  for  the 
Christian,  especially  for  young 
people.  He  is  particularly  a 
challenge  because  we  have 
Christ  and  his  teachings  and 
Christian  influences  around  us, 
while  the  standards  of  his  day 
and  his  environment  were  on  a 
much  lower  level,  even  quite 
pagan. 

As  a  youth  he  had  visions  of 
larger  usefulness  but  the  path 
thereto  was  one  of  severe  testing. 

He  was  betrayed  by  his  own 
brothers.  But  when  the  oppor- 
tunity came  that  he  could  have 
taken  revenge,  he  refused  to  do 
so.  He  not  only  forgave  but  said 
that  God  had  worked  out  a  pur- 
pose through  his  being  sold  into 
Egypt. 

Although  only  a  lad  when  he 
became  a  displaced  person  in  a 
strange  land,  he  never  became 
part  of  the  idolatrous  conditions 
amid  which  he  lived. 

When  tempted  to  become  im- 
moral, he  kept  pure.  His  reply, 
recorded  in  Gen.  39:9,  should  be 
the  watchword  of  every  Chris- 
tion,  the  sword  of  the  Word  to 
meet  the  enemy  of  our  souls. 

During  his  unjust  imprison- 
ment, he  suffered  the  ingratitude 
of  a  fellow  prisoner.  But  he  did 
not  become  bitter  or  lose  faith  in 
God,  truly  an  example  of  cour- 
age and  steadfastness. 

He  was  always  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  duties,  whether 
as  an  humble  servant,  a  prisoner 
or  as  next  to  the  ruling  power 
of  the  realm.  Fame  and  power 
did  not  spoil  him.  He  always 
gave    God    the    credit    for    his 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


The  Private  Devotions  of  Lancelot 
Andrewes.  John  Henry  Newman. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1949.  146 
pages.    $1.25. 

Lancelot  Andrewes  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  translated 
the  first  section  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment into  the  familiar  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible.  Much  of  the 
literary  beauty  of  that  version  is 
reflected  in  the  personal  prayers 
that  comprise  this  book.  Originally 
written  in  Greek,  they  have  been 
translated  into  English  by  John 
Henry  Newman,  another  great  writ- 
er and  churchman.  The  present  edi- 
tion retains  the  unique  form  of  the 
translation  and  makes  available  for 
the  modern  Christian  one  of  the 
recognized  devotional  classics,  a 
guide  for  personal  meditation  and 
a  model  for  public  expressions  of 
prayer  and  praise. — Kenneth  Morse. 

These  My  Brethren.  Ralph  A. 
Felton.  102  pages,  paper  bound.  40 
cents. 

A  very  thorough  study  of  570 
Negro  churches  and  1,542  Negro 
homes  in  the  rural  South,  made 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Ralph 
A.  Felton  of  Drew  Theological 
Seminary.  It  has  the  usual  thorough- 


ness his  studies  possess.  It  covers 
housing,  family  life,  farms,  social 
organizations,  religious  life  and 
churches — their  services,  program, 
buildings,  finances  and  pastors.  It 
reveals  in  most  interesting  fashion 
the  dire  need  among  Negroes  of  the 
South.  It  is  a  tremendous  challenge 
to  our  churches  to  minister  to  these 
people  humbly  and  faithfully — 
Charles  E.  Zunkel. 

Henry  Martyn  —  Confessor  of  the 
Faith.  Constance  E.  Padwick. 
Moody  Press,  1950.   256  pages.   $1.00. 

As  one  reads  this  book,  one  has 
the  feeling  that  it  was  prepared 
after  much  careful  research.  It  is 
filled  with  facts  and  information 
surrounding  the  life  and  work  of 
Henry  Martyn,  who  was  a  great 
missionary  during  the  early  years 
of  the  1800's.  This  coming  year,  as 
our  churches  are  studying  Islam 
(Mohammedanism),  they  should  be 
acquainted  with  this  account  of 
Martyn,  who  did  yeoman  work  as 
he  translated  the  New  Testament 
into  Hindustani  and  labored  over 
the  Persian  and  Arabic  versions.  He 
laid  great  and  deep  foundation 
stones  for  the  work  among  Moslems. 
— Anetta  C.  Mow. 


ability  and  accomplishments. 
Youth  craves  adventure.  The 
challenge  of  the  kind  of  things 
Joseph  met  are  still  with  us.  Do 
we  meet  them  as  well  as  he  did? 

The  Sent  of  God 

Bertha    Ryan    Shirk 

Harlingen,  Texas 

IT  IS  remarkable  that  in  the 
Gospel  of  John,  Jesus  tells  us, 
at  least  forty  times,  that  he 
was  the  sent  of  God. 

As  a  man  he  must  have  felt  the 
great  responsibility  resting  upon 
him.  He  was  to  come  as  the 
Savior  of  the  world,  to  fulfill  all 
prophecy.  He  was  sent  that  the 
world  through  him  might  be 
saved  (John  3:  17).  He  was  sent 
to  speak  the  words  of  God  (John 
3:  34).  He  was  sent  to  do  God's 
will  and  finish  his  work  (John 
4:34).     He    was    sent    to    send 


others  to  continue  this  great 
work  (John  17:18).  Jesus  was 
sent,  consecrated  and  commis- 
sioned to  do  the  whole  will  of 
the  Father. 

On  the  cross  he  declared,  "It 
is  finished."  However,  he  had 
chosen  and  trained  men  to  con- 
tinue the  preaching  and  teaching 
of  that  gospel  till  the  end  of  the 
age. 

We  cannot  advance  without 
him!  In  this  day  we  need  to  put 
on  the  whole  armor  of  God  (Eph. 
6:10-19),  to  withstand  Satan  and 
all  his  pernicious  works. 

Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sent 
of  God.  Let  us  be  worthy  of  the 
high  calling.  Let  us  open  all  the 
channels  of  our  lives  and  let  God 
manifest  his  power  and  saving 
grace  through  us  as  he  did 
through  our  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 


NOVEMBER   25.    1950 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  well 
known  to  several  generations  of  Brethren,  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  11,  while  returning  from  a  love  feast. 
Five  others  were  injured.  In  the  days  when 
Brethren  were  becoming  interested  in  higher 
education,  Bro.  Beahm  was  a  leader  in  the 
educational  field.  In  later  years  he  devoted  his 
time  to  evangelistic  work.  Bro.  Beahm  had 
always  expressed  a  desire  to  "die  with  his 
boots  on"  in  service  in  the  church. 


Bro.  Charles  Baldwin  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Roann  church,  Ind. 

La  Verne  church,  Calif.,  celebrated  its  sixtieth  anni- 
versary on  Sunday,  Nov.  5.  The  program  of  the  day 
included  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  for  the  new 
educational  building  and  a  pageant,  The  March  of  the 
Brethren,  written  by  Bro.  Harry  Brandt. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Snell,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Virden 
church,  111.,  passed  away  Saturday,  Oct.  30.  Sister  Snell 
was  prominent  in  interdenominational  church  circles  in 
and  around  Springfield,  111.,  and  in  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  Illinois.  A  fuller  account  of  her  life  will  appear 
later. 

When  former  German  Lutheran  mission  properties 
located  in  Old  Jerusalem  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Jordan  are  transferred  to  the  Lutheran  World  Federa- 
tion, registration  fees  will  not  be  charged.  So  the 
Federation  has  been  assured  by  King  Abdullah.  Mis- 
sion properties  in  the  area  are  estimated  to  be  worth 
about  $9,500,000.(WP) 

The  third  Baltimore  area  Brethren  rally  was  held 
Sunday,  Oct.  22,  at  the  Grace  Methodist  church,  North 
Baltimore,  Md.  Six  congregations  of  the  Brethren  in 
that  area  sponsored  the  meeting.  Principal  speakers 
of  the  day  were  Brethren  Paul  Robinson  of  the  Hagers- 
town  church,  Md.,  and  Bro.  Harper  S.  Will  of  Chicago. 
Philip  Royer  and  Clarence  Beard  were  in  charge  of 
the  music.  The  children  were  under  the  direction  of 
Mary  Grace  Martin. 

Fire  Upon  the  Earth  is  the  new  film  that  concerns 
the  history  of  the  Protestant  church  from  the  time  of 
Martin  Luther  up  to  the  present.  It  is  the  first  film 
that  has  been  produced  to  portray  the  heritage  of  the 
Protestant  church.  It  is  made  up  chiefly  of  "stills," 
minutely  detailed  drawings  of  the  historical  scenes  and 
characters,  with  musical  background  by  the  Westmin- 
ster Choir.  The  story  is  told  by  a  narrator.  From 
November  1,  1950,  to  May  1,  1951,  the  film  will  be 
available  only  for  use  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  produced  it.  After  that  date,  it  will  be  available 
for  use  in  churches  of  all  denominations.  The  picture 
will   be   presented   on   the   major   television   networks. 
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Word  has  been  received  that  Clara  Harper  left  New 
York  for  Africa  on  the  SS  Temersire,  Nov.  1.  Her  ad- 
dress is  Marama,  Via  Jos  and  Damaturu,  Nigeria,  Brit- 
ish West  Africa. 

Fred  E.  Woodie  informs  us  that  he  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Maple  Grove  church  and,  therefore, 
changes  his  address  from  Waynesboro,  Va.,  to  R.  4, 
Lexington,  N.  C. 

Robert  Lewis,  a  former  bombardier  in  the  United 
States  air  force,  who  pressed  the  button  which  released 
the  atom  bomb  on  Hiroshima,  is  reported  to  have  en- 
tered a  monastery,  because  he  has  lost  his  inner  peace. 

Church  papers,  new  and  old,  are  coming  to  the 
Gospel  Messenger  offices.  The  newest  to  come  to  our 
attention  is  The  Sower,  newssheet  of  the  Nampa 
church,  Idaho.  The  paper  is  well  done  in  newspaper 
style. 

The  Lutheran,  120-year-old  paper  of  the  United 
Lutheran  Church,  has  a  circulation  of  88,270  copies,  a 
ratio  of  one  subscriber  to  every  10.3  communicant  mem- 
bers. An  aggressive  campaign  to  put  the  church  paper 
in  every  home  has  more  than  doubled  the  circulation 
in  two  years. 

A  more  optimistic  view  on  the  future  of  the  world's 
food  supplies  than  usually  presented  has  been  voiced 
by  Sir  John  Russell,  agricultural  scientist.  With  hard 
work,  he  believes  poor  land  can  be  developed,  pests 
brought  under  control  and  livestock  breeding  made 
more  effective.  (WP) 

The  present  and  future  program  of  church  work  in 
China  will  be  considered  at  a  conference  held  Dec.  14- 
16,  at  Elgin,  111.  At  this  conference  will  be  the  China 
missionaries  on  furlough,  the  officers  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  the  Foreign  Mission  Commission 
members  and  the  mission  staff. 

Church  World  Service,  relief  and  reconstruction 
agency  of  the  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  com- 
munions, has  shipped  tons  of  food  and  clothing  thus 
far  this  year  to  Asia,  Africa,  Europe  and  other  places. 
It  included:  1,984,770  pounds  of  clothing;  shoes  and 
bedding  valued  at  $1,982,175;  7,701,784  pounds  of  food 
and  vitamins  valued  at  $814,999;  and  miscellaneous 
materials  weighing  forty-five  pounds,  valued  at  $81.00. 
The  total  was   10,365,881  pounds,  valued  at  $3,050,290. 

More  than  50,000  young  people  from  all  over  the 
United  States  have  contributed  to  the  recent  Interna- 
tional Christian  University  youth  campaign  in  a  demon- 
stration of  their  desire  for  world  brotherhood.  Their 
gifts  represent  at  least  $50,000.  All  of  this  money  has 
been  sent  to  Japan  toward  the  building  of  the  universi- 
ty at  Mitaka.  In  a  nation-wide  youth  campaign,  which 
began  on  April  16,  thousands  of  young  people  went  to 
the  polls  to  "vote"  and  cast  their  ballots  for  "peace  and 
good  will."  Each  ballot  represented  at  least  a  dollar 
donation.  At  the  voting  booths,  signatures  were  also 
affixed  to  friendship  rosters  which  are  being  united 
into  a  giant  scroll  which  is  to  be  sent  to  Japan  as  a 
gesture  of  international  goodwill. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the  Christian  Life 


Sadie  J.  Miller  has  changed  her  address  from  Water- 
loo, Iowa,  to  533  W.  Doran  St.,  Glendale  3,  Calif.  Will 
all  her  correspondents  please  note? 

Daily  Bible  Readings:  Nov.  26 — John  1:1-18;  Nov. 
27— Ex.  20:1-17;  Nov.  28— Psa.  51;  Nov.  29— Luke  11; 
Nov.  30— Psa.  27;  Dec.  1— Psa.  43;  Dec.  2— Psa.  119:  105- 
112. 

Gideons  of  Canada  during  the  last  year  distributed 
124,833  Bibles  and  Testaments.  Distribution  of  Testa- 
ments to  boys  and  girls  in  grade  five  of  the  public 
schools  exceeded  100,000  copies.  Hotels  received  over 
7,000  copies,  and  hospitals  over  2,000.  For  the  first  time 
Gideon  work  was  extended  to  Newfoundland. 

The  new  editor  of  the  International  Journal  of  Reli- 
gious Education,  Dr.  Virgil  E.  Foster  of  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
will  begin  his  work  this  month.  Since  1948  Dr.  Foster 
has  been  director  of  religious  education  for  the  Congre- 
gational Christian  Conference  of  Iowa.  He  takes  the 
place  of  Dr.  Percy  Hayward,  who  became  editor 
emeritus  in  February. 

Backed  by  government  funds,  the  All-India  Insti- 
tute of  Public  Health  will  soon  admit  students  from  all 
over  Asia  for  special  courses  in  maternal  and  child 
health,  besides  other  courses  in  nutrition  and  so  forth. 
The  scheme  is  planned  on  a  five-year  basis,  and  out  of 
the  sixty  seats  for  students  thirty  are  reserved  for 
countries  outside  of  India.  (WP) 

Sterling  church.  III.,  is  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of 
six  Sunday  evening  forums  for  youth  and  adults.  The 
four  from  Nov.  26  to  Dec.  19  will  cover  fellowship  and 
understanding,  education  and  industry,  knowledge  and 
growth  and  peace  and  redemption.  Speakers,  films  and 
music  are  the  media  by  which  the  topic  is  introduced. 
Brotherhood  and  service  and  faith  and  power  were 
the  subjects  of  the  two  forums  already  held. 

"Again — Pioneers,"  portraying  some  of  the  problems 
of  migrant  Americans,  had  its  premiere  showing  in  100 
cities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  on  Nov.  6.  The 
picture  was  produced  by  the  Protestant  Film  Commis- 
sion at  the  request  of  the  Home  Missions  Council.  The 
cost  was  underwritten  by  fourteen  major  denomina- 
tions, one  of  which  was  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
The  film  runs  about  sixty-five  minutes  and  may  be 
secured  for  use  in  local  churches.  Colleen  Townsend, 
about  whom  an  article  appeared  on  page  twelve  of  the 
Oct.  28  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  carries  the  lead- 
ing role  in  the  film. 

The  final  call  is  being  issued  to  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  submitting  sermons  for  Volume  V  of  Best 
Sermons,  edited  by  Dr.  G.  Paul  Butler.  Clergymen  of 
all  faiths  are  invited  to  participate  in  this  world-wide 
search  for  the  best  in  contemporary  preaching.  To  date 
sermons  have  been  received  from  fifty-five  countries, 
in  fifteen  different  languages.  Sermons  should  have 
been  preached  between  Jan.  1,  1950,  and  Oct.  1,  1950. 
All  sermons  are  read  with  care;  no  manuscript  will  be 
returned;  all  contributors  should  keep  a  copy  of  sermon 
submitted;  be  sure  to  give  full  name  and  church  with 
which  you  are  affiliated.  Address  correspondence  to 
Dr.  G.  Paul  Butler,  431  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  25. 


The  Universal  Week  of  Prayer  will  be  observed  Jan. 
7-14,  1951.  This  is  the  105th  year  for  this  fellowship 
in  prayer  among  the  churches.  The  theme  for  the  week 
is  A  Fellowship  Without  Frontiers,  around  which  Dr. 
G.  Curtis  Jones,  minister  of  the  Seventh  Street  Chris- 
tian church,  Richmond,  Va.,  has  developed  the  follow- 
ing daily  topics;  Sunday — One  Canon;  Monday — One 
Christ;  Tuesday  —  One  Compassion;  Wednesday  —  One 
Confession;  Thursday  —  One  Cross;  Friday  —  One 
Church;  Sunday — One  Commission. 

A  new  book  on  interfaith  understanding,  Welt  ohne 
Hass  (World  Without  Hate),  has  met  with  a  great  re- 
sponse on  the  part  of  the  German  people.  The  German 
Interfaith  Co-ordinating  Committee,  sponsor  of  the 
work,  has  distributed  more  than  10,000  copies  in  the 
few  weeks  since  publication.  It  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  work  of  German  origin  written  on  interfaith 
understanding.  Three  other  works  on  this  subject  have 
been  translated  from  English:  Primer  on  Intergroup 
Relations,  The  Foundations  of  Our  Civilization  and 
From  Sea  to  Shining  Sea. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  Ernest  Munizlng  of  Broadway.  Va.,  in  the  Cumberland 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  26. 

Bro.  Howard  W.  Bernhard  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  in  the  Heidelberg 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  26 — Dec.  10. 

Bro.  Kenneth  Long  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  in  the  Union  City 
church,  Nov.  26. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Long  Run  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Hatfield  church.  Pa. 

Thirty  baptized  in  the  Holsinger  house.  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Lake  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  Ala. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Potsdam  church,  Ohio. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Shippensburg  church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Brownsville  church,  Md. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Spring  Creek 
church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Blue  River 
church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Morrill 
church,  Kansas. 

Three  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  South  Whit- 
ley church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Jackson 
Park  church,  Tenn. 

Six  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  West  Alex- 
andria church,  Ohio. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in  the 
Second  church,  York,  Pa. 

One  baptized,  one  received  by  letter  and  three  reconsecrated 
in  the  Mohican  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  November  26 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Stewardship  of  Money. — Psa.  50: 
10-12;  Prov.  3:5-9;  Mark  12:38-44;  1  Cor.  16:  1-5;  2  Cor.  9:  1-8;  Phil. 
4:  10-20.  Memory  Selection:  Each  one  must  do  as  he  has  made 
up  his  mind,  not  reluctantly  or  under  compulsion,  for  God  loves 
a  cheerful  giver.    2  Cor.  9:7  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  November,  Becoming  a  World  Citizen. 

Announc  ements 

LOVE  FEASTS 

Indiana  Nov.  26,  7:30  pm,  Eden. 

Nov.  25,  7  pm,  Poplar  Grove.  Pennsylvania 

Michigan  Nov.   26,   7  pm,   Allentown. 

Nov.  26,  7:30  pm,  Muskegon.  West  Virginia 

Ohio  Dec.    3,    Bethel. 
Nov.  26,  Pitsburg. 
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Dr.  Cassel  Goes  to  Korea 


To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  Dr. 
Franklin  K.  Cassel  of  Liiiiz,  Pa.,  is 
the  first  Brethren  volunteer  to  go  to 
Korea  for  relief  and  reconstruction 
work.  Here  are  notes  from  Mrs. 
Cassel  and  the  Lititz  church  on  his 
decision  to  go,  and  also  his  first 
letter  to  the  Brethren  Service  office 
after  reaching  Korea. 

Dr.  Cassel  has  had  previous  ex- 
perience with  Brethren  Service 
while  acting  as  medical  director  of 
our  work  at  Castafier,  Puerto  Rico, 
from  1943  to  1945. 

During  Dr.  Cassel's  absence  his 
wife,  Margaret  Miller  Cassel,  and 
their  son,  Johnny  Joe,  will  remain 
at  their  home  in  Lititz. 


IT  WAS  September  when  Dr. 
Franklin  Cassel  heard  about  the 
urgent  need  for  a  doctor  to  go 
to  Korea  under  the  United  Nations 
World  Health  Organization.  He  gave 
it  serious  consideration  and  prayed 
about  it,  and  by  September  he  was 
led  by  his  conscience  to  volunteer 
his  services.  He  hoped  that  he 
might  make  a  small  contribution 
toward  world  peace  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  better  world  through  broth- 
erhood and  goodwill,  as  he  stated 
in  a  letter  he  sent  out  to  all  his 
patients. 

He  has  joined  a  civilian  team  in 
Korea  for  a  year  or  two  to  admin- 
ister medical  relief  and  a  program 
of  public  health  among  the  refugees 
of  that  war-torn  country.  Each 
team  is  composed  of  three  members: 
a  health  officer,  a  welfare  officer 
and  a  sanitary  inspector.  The 
United  Nations  organization  hopes 
to  supplement  the  work  with  teams 
from  voluntary  agencies. 

Dr.  Cassel  left  from  the  Interna- 
tional Airport,  New  York,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  4,  and 
reached  Japan,  Friday,  Oct.  6.  He 
called  his  wife  by  telephone  from 
Tokyo.  By  Oct.  10  he  was  supposed 
to  be  in  Korea. 

Prior  to  his  going  to  Korea  he 
had    been    practicing    medicine    in 


Lititz  for  the  past  four  and  one-half 
years. — Mrs.  Franklin  K.  Cassel. 


As  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Christian  education  and  of  the 
building  committee,  and  as  an  elder 
of  the  church,  Dr.  Cassel  will  be 
greatly  missed.  In  a  day  when 
pacifism  is  misunderstood,  such 
courage  and  sacrifice  for  the  Prince 
of  Peace  gives  us  new  hope  in  a 
dark  world.  The  prayers  of  the  con- 
gregation will  follow  Dr.  Cassel  in 
his  significant  work. 

"Tfrere  is  a  destiny  that  makes  us  brothers; 
None  goes  his  way  alone; 
All  that  we  send  into  the  lives  of  others 
Conies  back  into  our  own." 

—Lititz  church  bulletin 
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UN    PHW 

Seoul  Area   Command 
APO  No.  301,   %  PM 
San   Francisco,    Calif. 
October  16,  1950 
W.  Harold  Row 
Brethren  Service  Commission 
Elgin,  111. 
Dear  Harold: 

Things  have  moved  along  very 
rapidly.  It  will  soon  be  a  week 
that  I  am  in  Korea.  It  is  just  two 
weeks  that  I  left  Lititz,  and  only 
ten  days  prior  to  that  when  I  re- 
ceived word  that  I  had  been  cleared 
for  this  job  here. 

Indeed  there  is  a  tremendous  job 
to  be  done.  Puerto  Rico  was  nothing 
like  this.  Basically  their  problems 
are  somewhat  similar,  only  Korea 
is  worse  to  start  with.  Add  to  that 
the  devastation  of  a  terrible  war 
and  the  fact  of  a  cold  winter,  and 
the  outlook  and  need  are  far  greater. 

I'm  glad  that  I  can  have  a  small 
part  in  UN's  effort  to  relieve  the 
distressing  situation.  There  will  be 
great  need  here  for  many  years  to 
come  and  it  is  my  sincere  wish  that 
this  little  country  will  not  again 
be  the  battleground  for  the  East 
and  the  West. 

I  am  working  with  a  group  of 
mature  and,  for  the  most  part,  ex- 
perienced men.  They  are  all  older 
than  I  am  and  represent  more  than 


six  nationalities.  At  the  present 
time  we  are  operating  pretty  closely 
with  the  army.  We  are  all  civilians. 
There  are  four  teams,  one  working 
and  planning  on  the  national  level 
and  three  on  the  provincial  level. 
It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  team 
for  each  province  in  time.  I  am 
the  beginning  of  a  new  team  which 
will  go  north  to  Pyongyong  just  as 
soon  as  possible  and  when  our  team 
is  complete.  Each  team  consists  of 
a  health  officer  (a  physician),  a  so- 
cial worker  and  a  sanitary  engineer. 

At  present  we  are  working  in 
Seoul.  We  have  supplied  vaccines 
and  supervised  the  vaccination  and 
inoculation  against  cholera  and  ty- 
phoid of  more  than  half  a  million 
people.  Also  some  typhus  has  been 
done.  The  hospitals  are  in  very 
bad  shape.  Some  have  been  bombed 
badly,  others  less  so.  All  have  been 
robbed  of  supplies  and  medicines, 
instruments,  etc.  Supplies  are  com- 
ing in  now  and  our  next  big  job  is 
to  get  the  supplies  allocated  and 
out  to  the  hospitals  and  clinics. 

We  are  living  under  rather  crude 
conditions  without  water,  sewage, 
etc.  Tonight  we  have  no  light  and 
I'm  writing  by  candlelight.  We  had 
electricity  by  army  generation  for 
a  time,  but  now  we  are  connected 
to  the  city  power,  but  a  transformer 
burned  out  in  our  area.  Of  course, 
our  inconvenience  is  nothing  to 
what  most  of  the  people  here  are 
going  through.  There  would  be 
plenty  of  work  here  for  Brethren 
Service. 

Sincerely   yours, 
Franklin  K.  Cassel,  M.D. 


PROGRESS    IN    GREECE 

IN  MARCH  of  this  year,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission,  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  authorized  a 
temporary  mission  of  one  or  two 
persons  to  Greece.  It  was  expected 
that  they  would  administer  a  mate- 
rial aid  program  of  relief  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  country,  prob- 
ably in  co-operation  with  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

This   action   was   the   result   of   a 


visit  to  Greece  by  M.  R.  Zigler  some 
months  earlier.  He  was  impressed 
with  Greece's  dire  need  and  strong- 
ly urged  the  Brethren  to  undertake 
this  project  in  spite  of  very  severe 
reductions  in  the  Brethren  Service 
budget.  He  argued  that  it  is  Breth- 
ren policy  to  go  to  the  areas  of 
greatest  need  and  that  Greece  is 
certainly  one  of  these  places. 

At  its  June  meeting  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission  approved  For- 
est S.  Eisenbise  of  Pasadena,  Calif., 
for  the  mission  to  Greece.    In  addi- 


THANKSGIVING 

The  German  children  (in  the  pic- 
ture upper  left)  who  have  just 
received  towel  kits  from  Brethren 
Service  worker  Mary  Coppock  are 
obviously  giving  thanks. 

Less  exuberant  but  no  less  real  is 
the  thanksgiving  of  the  women 
(lower  left)  sewing  Brethren  Service 
goods  into  garments  in  the  Chris- 
topher Sauer  workshop  at  Bremen 
under  Mrs.  Eldon  Burke's  direction. 

Doubtless  Viktor  Riess,  receiving 
training  in  auto  mechanics  in  the 
Brethren  Service  vocational  school 
in  Austria,  is  also  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  to  learn  to  help  himself. 

We  Brethren  here  at  home  in 
America  ought  to  be  giving  thanks 
too — for  the  privilege  of  helping  the 
needy  in  the  name  of  Christ. 


tion  to  a  notable  series  of  pastorates 
at  Lanark,  111.,  Pasadena  and  Fres- 
no, Calif.,  and  other  places,  Bro. 
Eisenbise  had  done  foreign  relief 
work  in  China  in  1940-41  and  in 
Palestine  only  last  year. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Korean  war 
late  in  June,  however,  created  many 
uncertainties  in  Europe.  It  was 
deemed  best  to  defer  our  entry  into 
Greece  until  the  situation  became 
clearer.  Meanwhile,  Bro.  Eisenbise 
accepted  a  position  with  American 
Leprosy  Missions,  Inc.  He  will  be 
regional  secretary  in  this  organiza- 
tion's southwestern  division  with 
headquarters  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  our 
project  in  Greece  has  finally  begun 
to  take  shape.  M.  R.  Zigler  made 
a  second  visit  there  early  in  Octo- 
ber, and  Edson  Sower,  who  had 
previously  been  serving  in  Ger- 
many, went  to  Greece  soon  after- 
ward to  take  charge  of  the  new 
project. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


Women  of  the  Near 
East  filling  water  jars 


Photo:    Hays  from 

Monkmeyer 


MISSIONARY  EDUCATION 


What  About  Christian  Missions? 

The  task  of  the  Christian  church 
is  to  plant  the  seed  of  new  life,  the 
life  and  teaching  of  Christ  Jesus,  in 
every  corner  of  the  earth.  The 
whole  world  is  in  desperate  need 
of  this  Christian  gospel. 

Each  church  should  know  the 
present  extent  of  Christian  growth 
in  the  countries  of  the  world,  also 
know  about  the  areas  where  there 
is  crying  need  and  then  face  the 
challenge  of  responsibility  which 
this  brings  to  every  member  of  the 
local  church. 


FOR  THE  CHURCH 


Anetta  C.  Mow 

Director  of  Missionary  Education 
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What    About    Your   School   of   Mis- 
sions? 

When  the  regional  and  district 
representatives  met  in  conference 
this  spring,  they  felt  that  there 
should  be  a  twenty  per  cent  increase 
of  schools  of  missions  throughout 
the  Brotherhood  in  the  year  1950-51. 


This  is  a  timely  concern  and  it 
means  that  churches  that  have  mis- 
sion schools  will  continue/  to  have 
them  and  those  that  have  not  had 
a  school  of  missions  should  endeavor 
to  have  such  a  school  where  all 
age  groups  may  study  at  the  same 
time. 


Sill 

Jia; 

k 
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What    Are    the    Study    Themes    in 
1950-1951? 

Foreign:  Islam  (Mohammedan- 
ism) in  the  Near  East  around  the 
Mediterranean  area. 

Home:  The  Christian  Community. 

Concerning  the  foreign  theme:  Mo- 
hammedansim  is  a  virulent  chal- 
lenge to  Christianity  today.  Because 
it  is  a  fact  that  members  of  the 
Christian  church  know  so  little 
about  Mohammedanism  and  its  ag- 
gressive belief  in  Allah  and  Mo- 
hammed as  his  prophet,  there  is  all 
the  more  reason  why  this  subject 
should  be  studied  this  year. 

In  Northern  Nigeria,  Africa,  our 
misionaries  and  the  African  Chris- 
tians are  face  to  face  with  tremen- 
dous problems  which  the  Islamic 
forces  present  to  them. 

Concerning  the  home  theme:  The 
Christian  community  brings  home 
to  every  local  church  the  untouched 
and  unfinished  tasks  which  sur- 
round our  doorsteps. 

What  Books  Are  Available? 

Foreign  Books: 
Adult:    Near  East  Panorama,  by 
Glora  Wysner 
Introducing     Islam,     by     J.     C. 
Wilson 
Young  People:  Assignment:   Near 

East,  by  James  Batal 
Junior    High:     Pearls    &te    Made, 

by  Ann  Harrison 
Junior:   They  Live  in  Bible  Lands, 

by  Grace  McGavran 
Primary:    The  Thirsty  Village,  by 

D.  Blatter 
Home  Books: 

Adult:    Rural  Prospect,  by  Mark 
Rich 
Missions  at  the  Grass  Roots,  by 
Wm.     Shriver    (supplemen- 
tary) 
So   Sure   of  Life,   by  V.  Wood 

t  Young  People:    Once  There  Were 
Two     Churches,     by     F.     D. 
Wentzel 
In  the  Direction  of  Dreams,  by 
V.  Wood  (supplementary) 
Junior  High:   The  Third  Wish,  by 

E.  Hull 

Junior:     The    Busy    Berrys,    by 

Frances  Heron 

Primary:    The  Three  Henrys  and 

Mrs.  Hornicle,  by  Edith  Ag- 

new 

All  Around  the  City,  by  Esther 

Freivogel      (supplementary) 


Missionary        Programs        (Mimeo- 
graphed) and  Plays 

Daughters  as  Cornerstones 

Fatima's  Challenge 

Christian     Communities     Around 

the  World 
Christmas  in  Our  Hearts 
Begum,  the  Moslem  Wife  (play) 


Fatima's  Pilgrimage  (play) 

With  Comrades  of  North  Africa 
(Junior) 

Junior  leaflet:  Junior  Comrades 
of  North  Africa 

Order  the  complete  missionary 
catalog  listing  books  and  teachers' 
guides,  supplementary  books  and 
stories,  plays,  maps  and  pictures. 
Secure  the  catalog  and  order  blank 
from  Missionary  Education,  22  S. 
State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

A  Film 

South  of  the  Clouds  is  a  16mm 
sound  film  produced  by  the  Protes- 
tant Film  Commission.  It  was 
prepared  especially  for  use  with 
the  study  of  the  books  about 
Mohammedanism. 

It  is  the  story  of  two  girls,  one 
a  Moslem,  the  other  a  Christian. 
Both  girls  attend  school  at  the 
Christian  College  for  Women  at 
Beirut  in  Lebanon.  The  deep  inner 
convictions  of  Christianity  take  root 
in  the  heart  of  the  Mohammedan 
girl. 

Write  to  Visual  Education,  22  S. 
State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

Careful     Planning     Insures     Better 
School 

1.  The  church  cabinet,  represent- 
ing all  age-groups  and  interests, 
decides  to  have  a  school  of  missions 
and  sets  the  date.  January  is  sug- 
gested as  the  month  of  mission 
study  emphasis;  however,  the  time 
that  suits  the  local  church  best 
should  be  selected. 

2.  The  cabinet  appoints  a  dean 
for  the  school. 

3.  The  cabinet  assigns  responsi- 
bility for  the  school  to  the  mission- 
ary committee  and  its  secretary  and 
to  the  dean. 

4.  The  missionary  committee  and 
the  dean  select  leaders,  teachers  and 
necessary  committees  for  the  school. 

5.  The  teachers  meet  with  the 
dean  and  missionary  committee, 
secure  textbooks,  order  slides,  films 
and  necessary  material. 

6.  The  committee  on  worship 
makes  assignments  to  groups  or  in- 
dividuals for  worship  periods. 

7.  The  committee  on  food  places 
responsibility  upon  certain  classes 
or  groups  for  the  evening  meals. 

8.  The  dean  invites  a  guest  mis- 
sionary or  a  guest  national  to  speak. 

9.  Announcements  are  previously 
made  to  entire  church  and  to  the 
community  concerning  the  school. 

Your  School  of  Missions 

January's  four  or  five  Sunday 
evenings  provide  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  intensive  mission 
study   in   the   whole   church.     Each 


evening  may  be  planned  as  follows: 
5:30-6:30  Joint    fellowship     and 

supper  hour. 
6:30-7:30  Study  classes  for  each 

age  group. 
7:30-8:30  Joint      worship      pro- 
gram. 
Fellowship  Hour 

Fellowship  is  the  main  idea,  dur- 
ing this  first  period.  The  supper 
may  be  very  simple,  such  as  a  sack 
lunch  which  each  one  brings,  or  a 
sandwich,  a  glass  of  milk  and  some 
fruit,  or  the  committee  may  have 
asked  a  group  to  prepare  a  special 
meal  representing  a  certain  country. 
Study  Hour 

The  second  period  is  the  study 
hour.  Each  age  group  goes  to  its 
room  and  systematically  studies  the 
mission  study  book.  Mission  study 
books  are  available  for  each  group. 
Worship  Hour 

During  the  last  hour,  a  joint  as- 
sembly is  held  for  worship.  On  one 
evening  a  missionary  may  speak,  on 
another  night  missionary  pictures 
can  be  shown,  on  another  night  a 
missionary  play  could  be  presented, 
and  perhaps  at  another  time  one  of 
the  departments,  for  example,  the 
children's  department,  could  give  a 
program  presenting  facts  it  has 
learned  in  its  study.  Each  week  this 
last  hour  together  should  prove  to 
be  a  time  of  devotion  for  every 
member  of  the  church. 

Studies  for  Adults 

Are  you  looking  for  study  courses 
for  adult  or  young  adult  classes? 
There  is  a  wealth  of  guidance  ma- 
terial at  hand  for  planning  such 
courses. 

On  the  Church.  The  first  of  the 
Brethren  Life  Study  Series,  You 
and  Your  Church,  is  a  thirteen- 
lesson  study  course  well  deserving 
of  the  wide  usage  it  has  already 
had.  Price,  65c  or  50c  for  five  copies. 
Why  Brethren?  and  The  Story  of 
Our  Church  are  also  helpful  in  the 
study  of  Brethren  history  and  doc- 
trine.   Study  guides,  free. 

On  Peace.  In  this  time  when  the 
peace  doctrines  of  the  church  are 
being  sorely  tried,  the  study  of  The 
New  Testament  Basis  of  Pacifism 
would  be  extremely  valuable.  Price, 
50c. 

On  Family  Life.  The  Christian 
Home  magazine  carries  monthly 
outlines  for  study  particularly  suit- 
able for  parents'  groups.  Write  to 
the  Department  of  Family  Life  for 
a  free  sample  copy  and  subscription 
rates. 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


The  Annville  church  at  Annville. 
Pennsylvania 


A  New  Church   Is  Dedicated 


NOVEMBER  27,  1949,  closed  a 
five-day  period  celebrating  the 
dedication  of  the  new  Annville 
church  at  Annville,  Pa.,  with  the 
late  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  bringing  the 
dedicatory  sermon,  Why  Do  We 
Need  a  Sanctuary?  Again  on  the 
same  day  Bro.  Ellis  spoke  on  The 
Mission  and  Message  of  the  Church. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  Annville 
congregation  in  thirty-seven  years 
shows  the  sincerity  and  the  devoted 
sacrificial  living  by  those  who 
served  in  the  past  and  whose  lives 
are  memories  in  the  church  today. 

Originally  Annville  was  a  part  of 
Spring  Creek  congregation,  but  in 
1912  the  mother  congregation  di- 
vided into  three  separate  congrega- 
tions. The  Annville  congregation 
organized  March  25,  1912,  as  one  of 
the  three  with  a  membership  of  134. 
Elder  Alfred  B.  Gingrich  was  the 
elder  in  charge.  The  other  ministers 
were  Henry  B.  Hollinger,  Allen  D. 
Bucher,  Jacob  H.  Gingrich.  The 
deacons  were  Jacob  Heagy  and  John 
H.  Gingrich.  Cyrus  Winters  and 
Harry  H.  Gingrich  were  elected 
following  the  organization.  Jacob  H. 
Gingrich,    who    now    lives    in    New 
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Carlisle,  Ohio,  and  Harry  H.  Ging- 
rich, who  lives  in  the  Annville  con- 
gregation, are  the  survivors  of  the 
first  Official  Board. 

In  1915  a  cyclone  passed  over  the 
town  of  Annville  and  damaged  the 
church  building,  which  had  been 
built  in  1906,  by  blowing  the  roof 
from  the  church.  Replacements 
were  made  and  worship  continued. 
On  Feb.  22,  1947,  the  building  was 
partly  destroyed  by  fire  and  much 
damaged  by  smoke. 

On  July  21,  1947,  the  Annville 
congregation  met  in  a  special  coun- 
cil and  decided  to  remove  the 
church  building  and  build  a  new 
brick  church  on  the  same  tract  of 
land.  That  same  fall  the  old  church 
was  removed  and  the  material  saved 
to  build  a  new  church. 

On  May  28,  1948,  the  excavation 
began,  and  on  Nov.  14,  1948,  the 
cornerstone  was  laid  with  Elder 
Carl  Zeigler,  pastor  of  the  Lebanon 
church,  who  was  reared  in  the  Ann- 
ville congregation,  as  the  speaker. 
The  building  was  completed  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  $135,000  and  the 
first  service  was  held  Nov.  23,  1949. 

There  were  two  Sunday  schools, 
one  at  Annville  with  an  average 
attendance  of  eighty-six  and  one  at 


South  Annville  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  fifty.  These  Sunday 
schools  continued  until  the  day  of 
dedication  of  the  new  church,  when 
they  combined  into  one  Sunday 
school  with  an  enrollment  of  390. 
The  membership  of  the  Annville 
congregation  at  the  time  of  dedica- 
tion was  330. 

Many  visiting  Brethren  from 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  churches  and 
friends  of  the  Annville  congregation 
in  the  local  community  attended  the 
dedication  services. 

Those  who  have  served  as  elders 
in  charge  of  the  Annville  congrega- 
tion since  its  organization  are  as 
follows:  Alfred  B.  Gingrich,  Allen 
D.  Bucher,  Walter  W.  Hartman, 
Henry  F.  King,  and  Hiram  G. 
Gingrich. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
history  of  the  Annville  church  in 
the  program  booklet  for  the  dedica- 
tion reads  as  follows: 

"As  we  dedicate  this  church  may 
each  one  rededicate  our  lives  anew, 
and  pray  that  this  house  may  ever 
be  a  house  of  prayer  where  saints 
are  built  up  in  that  most  holy  faith, 
and  many  may  accept  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  Savior  and  be  born  into 
the  kingdom  of  God." 


The  Church  Abroad 
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"But  I  Must" 


Susan  S.  Shull 

Ahwa,  Dangs,  India 

"There  is  no  one  who  has  left  house  or  brothers  or  sisters  or  mother 
or  father  or  children  or  lands,  for  my  sake  and  for  the  gospel,  who 
will  not  receive  a  hundredfold  now  in  this  time,  .  .  .  and  in  the  age 

to  come  eternal  life" 


THE  day  had  come  for  the  bap- 
tisms. Although  surrounded  by 
idolatry,  superstition,  ignorance 
and  dense  darkness,  Ramki  was  the 
only  one  of  the  five  candidates  who 
had  to  face  real  opposition.  Her 
husband  influenced  by  his  adamant 
stepfather  had  beaten  her  and 
threatened  to  cast  her  out.  The 
evangelist  and  Bible  woman  had 
made  a  special  effort  to  get  the 
father-in-law  to  consent  to  her  bap- 
tism, pointing  out  that  it  was  by 
Ramki's  own  volition.  She  no  long- 
er believed  in  the  "tiger-god"  or 
the  "snake-god,"  but  in  the  one  true 
and  living  God.  She  wanted  to  ac- 
cept Christ  as  her  Savior. 

Some  of  us  who  witnessed  this 
struggle  were  at  first  inclined  to 
advise  Ramki  to  wait  a  bit  longer. 
Perhaps  her  husband,  with  further 
teaching,  would  be  ready  to  be  bap- 
tized along  with  her  and  the  home 
would  not  be  broken.  However, 
after  the  preparatory  service,  as  we 
were  walking  down  to  the  river 
we  noticed  that  Ramki  had  brought 
a  change  of  clothes  along.  She  was 
determined.    When  one  last  remark 


was  made  to  her,  "Don't  you  think 
you  had  better  wait?"  she  readily 
responded  with,  "But  I  must  .  .  ." 
Tearfully  and  prayerfully  she  had 
counted  the  cost,  and  she  was  ready 
to  face  it. 

Following  the  immersion  of  her 
brother  who  stands  beside  her  in 
the  accompanying  picture,  Ramki 
walked  bravely  down  into  the  water 
and  took  her  baptismal  vows.  Her 
husband  looked  on  "from  afar  off." 
A  deep  inner  peace  and  joy  shone 
on  her  face  as  she  came  up  out  of 
the  water.  How  we  praised  God 
for  the  victory  won!  "Blessed  are 
they  that  have  been  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake:  for  theirs  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

When  Ramki  returned  home  she 
was  met  with  a  slap  by  her  husband 
and  was  later  beaten  by  her  father- 
in-law.  But  she  took  her  persecu- 
tion in  a  beautiful  way.  As  a  result 
the  suffering  has  been  changed  to 
joy.  Her  husband  is  now  willing  to 
be  taught  and  be  prepared  for  bap- 
tism. They  have  a  happy  home, 
especially  since  the  arrival  of  a  wee 
baby  daughter. 


Under  the  Microscope 

Excerpt  from  Letter  of  Leonard  E. 
Blickenstafi.    Bulsar,    India 

THE  refresher  course  for  village 
workers  is  being  held  at  Ankles- 
var  and  I  am  taking  part  in  it. 
Of  course,  I  am  teaching  health, 
hygiene  and  sanitation  for  village 
teachers  and  it  has  to  be  on  a  village 
level  so  that  the  information  will 
really  be  useful  in  the  village.  This 
is  one  of  the  methods  recommended 
and  backed  by  Dr.  Reisner  in  Agri- 
cultural Missions.  In  teaching  anat- 
omy and  physiology  as  related  to 
health  and  hygiene  I  showed  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  web 
of  a  frog's  foot  in  the  microscope. 
Eyes  really  bulged  out  to  see  such 
wonderful  things  and  one  student 
was  heard  to  remark  in  a  very 
surprised  voice,  "It  is  just  like  our 
textbooks  say." 

It  seems  that  many  people  have 
heard  of  germs,  etc.,  but  hardly  be- 
lieve they  exist.  What  fun  I  am 
having  showing  germs  and  such 
things  in  the  microscope. 

Tomorrow  I  am  going  to  talk 
about  diet  and  show  how  small  and 
inexpensive  changes  in  the  usual 
village  diet  can  make  it  more 
nourishing. 


Anniversaries 

and  Weddings 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emory  J.  Cooper  of  near 
Milford,  Ind.,  observed  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  on  Sept.  29,  1950,  at  their 
home. 

Lulu  Weybright,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sara  Weybright,  and  Emory  J.  Cooper,  son 
of  Oscar  and  Mary  Cooper,  were  united  in 
marriage  near  Milford  Junction,  Ind.  The 
couple  have  two  children:  Mrs.  Esther 
Haab  and  Earl  Cooper.  They  also  have 
two  grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
daughter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  lived  in  this 
community  for  forty  years.  Mr.  Cooper 
has  been  a  farmer  all  of  his  life.  He  also 
served  as  assistant  rural  mail  carrier  for 
twenty-five  years.  Both  are  active  church 
members  and  have  served  their  church 
faithfully  in  the  office  of  deacon  for  the 
past  forty  years. 

A  family  dinner  was  served  in  their 
honor  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1,  at  their  home 
with  the  immediate  families  in  attendance. 
—Mrs.  Damaris  Morehouse,  Milford,  Ind. 

Breisch-Corbin. — Frederick  D.  Breisch 
and  Doris  S.  Corbin,  both  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  Sept.  16,  1950,  in  the  First  church, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
D.  Alfred  Replogle,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Collier-Bailey. — Richard  J.  Collier  of  Mc- 
Mullen,  Va.,  and  Zelda  Dean  Bailey  of 
Continued  on  page  25 


Ramki  standing  by  her  brother  and  others  who  were  baptized 

last  Easter 


NOVEMBER   25,   1950 


23 


Thinking  About  the  News 

Smoke  Screen 


SEVERAL  months  ago  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  ordered  two  lead- 
ing cigarette  manufacturers  to  stop  advertising  that  they  were  better 
than  others.  Although  some  newspapers  carried  this  news,  they  gener- 
ally suppressed  the  information  accompanying  it  showing  that  tobacco 
contains  poisons  and  is  harmful.  These  newspapers  carry  pages  of  tobacco 
advertising. 

On  May  26  a  St.  Louis  newspaper  reported  in  full  the  findings  by  a  St. 
Louis  professor  and  a  medical  student  concerning  the  relation  of  the  use  of 
tobacco  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  They  found  that  among  605  men  with  cancer 
of  the  lung,  96.5  per  cent  were  heavy  smokers  for  years.  But  most  other 
newspapers  and  magazines  ignored  this  report  and  continued  to  carry  ex- 
pensive advertisements  implying  that  certain  brands  of  cigarettes  are 
milder,  less  irritating,  easier  on  the  throat. 

Recently  two  popular  magazines,  hoping  to  increase  the  volume  of  their 
tobacco  advertising,  have  published  articles,  claiming  to  refute  these  studies 
of  medical  men  and  to  reassure  the  steady  smoker  that  he  is  not  endanger- 
ing his  health.  The  more  recent  of  these  is  a  feature  article  in  Colliers, 
"Don't  Smoke — Unless  You  Like  It."  It  claims  that  the  above-mentioned 
findings  are  not  conclusive  and  argues  that  smokers  need  only  to  look  at 
the  example  of  doctors  and  even  the  cancer  specialists  themselves  to  see 
whether  they  should  smoke. 

Apparently  the  intent  of  this  article  is  to  give  comfort  to  the  smoker 
whose  expensive  habit  occasionally  disturbs  his  conscience.  But  more  like- 
ly the  purpose  is  to  reassure  the  advertisers  that  the  magazine  is  going  to 
do  all  right  by  them.  Excerpts  from  this  article  were  reproduced  in  many 
large  newspapers.  And  along  with  them  was  this  interesting  memo  to 
advertisers:  "that  the  editorial  force  of  Colliers  is  a  steadily  growing  pow- 
er" and  that  November  issues  will  show  a  gain  of  thirty  per  cent  in  adver- 
tising pages. 

Christian  readers  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  a  newspaper  or  magazine 
really  wants  to  inform  them  or  whether  it  will  suppress  or  pervert  the 
truth  in  order  to  please  the  men  who  pay  the  bill — the  advertisers.  Perhaps 
the  facts  about  smoking  and  health  are  not  yet  all  in.  But  we  are  more 
likely  to  get  at  the  truth  if  we  push  aside  the  smoke  screens  of  much  false 
advertising.  We  Christians  should  be  more  loyal  in  supporting  the  news 
sources  that  are  free  to  print  the  whole  truth. 


Around  the  World 

Predicts  Judgment  Day  in 

Two  Years 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  in  a 
one-night  evangelistic  crusade  at 
the  Hollywood  Bowl,  predicted  that 
the  end  of  the  world  and  the  judg- 
ment day  will  come  within  the  next 
two  years. 

Speaking  to  a  crowd  of  45,000,  the 
young  evangelist  told  them,  "I'm 
revising  my  figures.  Last  year  I  told 
you  that  we  had  five  years;  now  I 
think  we  have  only  two,  and  after 
that— the  end." 

UN  General  Assembly  Opens 
With  Prayer 

The  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  opened  its  fifth  ses- 
sion with  silent  prayer.  The  presi- 
dent, General  Carlos  P.  Romulo  of 
the  Philippines,  asked  the  delegates 
to  observe  a  minute  of  silence  and 
meditation  as  the  first  session  began. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Said  General  Romulo  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  introductory  remarks, 
"God  grant  that  we  have  the  vision 
and  the  courage  to  discharge  our 
awesome  responsibility." 

The  minute  of  silence  will  here- 
after be  a  regular  procedure  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  opening 
and  closing  sessions. 

Plan  Spiritual  Life  Training 
Center 

An  interdenominational  center 
for  training  young  people  in  Chris- 
tian living  will  be  opened  by  the 
Koinonia  Foundation  on  an  estate 
near  Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  J.  Walter 
Fiscus,  president  of  the  foundation, 
has   announced. 

The  aims  are  described  as  follows: 
(1)  to  find  young  people  who  are 
technically  trained  or  in  training 
and  who  are  also  thoroughly  dedi- 
cated Christians  and  to  enlist  them 
for  service  in  the  interest  of  world 
need   in   their   chosen  field;    (2)    to 


provide  a  period  of  specialized 
training  in  spiritual  integration  and 
discipline  to  insure  consistent  and 
contagious  Christian  living  in  the 
midst  of  human  need;  (3)  to  help 
place  the  ones  thus  trained  in  regu- 
lar channels  of  industry,  labor,  edu- 
cation and  government.  "Their 
quality  of  life  will  bring  credit  to 
their  employers,  understanding 
among  all  people  where  they  go 
and  a  demonstration  of  God's  way 
of  peace." 

The  training  period  will  be  from 
six  months  to  a  year  and  the  cur- 
riculum will  center  about  three 
courses:  how  to  live  victoriously, 
how  to  pray  dynamically  and  how 
to  serve  contagiously.  After  their 
training  the  young  people  will 
either  return  to  previous  jobs  or 
be  placed  with  "firms  that  want  the 
type  of  people  we  have  to  offer,"  to 
be  Christian  lay  leaders. 

"Paper  Theaters"  Used  by 
Japanese  Evangelists 

To  aid  the  Japanese  Christians 
in  their  task  of  evangelism  the 
audio-visual  activities  commission 
of  the  Japanese  National  Christian 
Council  is  encouraging  the  use  of 
"paper  theaters"  for  street  and 
home  evangelism.  These  "theaters" 
are  a  series  of  hand-drawn  illustra- 
tions usually  depicting  the  life  of 
Christ.  They  have  been  reported 
very  successful  in  reaching  the  gen- 
eral public  in  Japan.  The  commis- 
sion held  a  workshop  on  the  "paper 
theaters"  and  a  Lutheran  mission- 
ary awarded  special  prizes  to  script 
writers  and  artists  producing  the 
best  theaters. 

The  encouragement  of  the  "paper 
theaters"  is  only  one  phase  of  the 
audio-visual  program  of  the  Nation- 
al Council  in  Japan.  A  Christian 
broadcasting  institute  was  opened 
in  September  to  train  radio  preach- 
ers and  study  radio  methods  of 
evangelism.  Seminaries  are  being 
urged  to  offer  courses  in  audio- 
visual aids.  (EPS) 

Ministers  Form  New  Antiwar 
Fellowship 

A  group  of  eleven  Minneapolis 
ministers,  calling  themselves  the 
Fellowship  of  the  Concerned,  are 
seeking  to  enlist  others  in  an  appeal 
for  an  alternative  to  war. 

"War  will  not  solve  the  problems 
that  face  mankind,"  a  statement  by 
the  clergymen  declared.  "Another 
world  war  will  mean  bankruptcy 
for  the  nations,  destruction  of  mod- 
ern civilization  and  possible  anni- 
hilation of  much  of  the  world's 
population. 

"It  is   our  concern  in   the  midst 


of  confusion  and  conflict  that  people 
everywhere  will  not  close  their 
minds  to  any  possible  avenue,  which 
might  provide  an  alternative  to  a 
third  world  war. 

"Eventually,  there  must  come  the 
necessity  of  arriving  at  some  deter- 
mination of  differences.  Mediation, 
not  appeasement,  is  needed  now  and 
will  continue  to  be  a  real  need." 

As  an  alternative  to  war,  the  min- 
isters proposed  the  "redemptive 
practice  of  love  in  terms  of  an  in- 
telligent and  dynamic  goodwill  as 
taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus 
Christ." 

W.C.T.U.  Asks  Wartime 
Prohibition 

Outlawing  of  alcoholic  beverages 
in  the  armed  forces  and  "wartime" 
prohibition  for  the  nation  were 
urged  in  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Un- 
ion at  its  annual  convention. 

The  action  to  oust  alcoholic  bev- 
erages from  the  military  services 
was  in  the  form  of  a  recommenda- 
tion to  Congress  that  it  enact  a  bill 
to  make  effective  a  1901  law  which 
prohibits  the  sale  of  alcoholic  bev- 
erages on  any  post  exchange  or 
canteen  or  army  transport  or 
"upon  premises  used  for  military 
purposes." 

The  group  also  called  upon  all 
persons  in  responsible  positions  "to 
abstain  from  alcoholic  liquors  dur- 
ing the  period  in  which  our  boys 
are  risking  their  lives  in  war." 

In  another  action,  the  convention 
asked  that  the  nation's  churches  set 
aside  a  day  to  consider  the  impor- 
tance   of    total    abstinence    pledges. 

Trends  in  Our  Personal 
Expenditures 

The  total  personal  consumption 
expenditures  for  1949,  recently  re- 
leased by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce, are  slightly  more  than  in 
1948;  the  total  for  1949  is  $178,800,- 
000,000.  This  figure  is  double  that 
for  1942. 

The  expenditures  are  grouped  in 
twelve  general  categories;  the  four 
main  groups  include  food,  clothing, 
housing  and  household  operations, 
and  they  account  for  seventy  per 
cent  of  all  expenditures.  The  next 
three  are  transportation,  over  ten 
per  cent;  recreation,  almost  six  per 
cent  and  medical  care  and  death 
expenses,  five  per  cent.  The  remain- 
ing five  have  a  combined  amount 
of  less  than  nine  per  cent  of  the 
total;  they  include  personal  busi- 
ness, personal  care,  foreign  travel 
land  remittances,  private  education 
and  research,  and  religious  and  wel- 
fare activities. 


One  of  the  largest  increases  for 
the  year  was  the  expenditures  for 
user-operated  transportation,  the 
largest  amount  of  which  went  for 
new  cars.  Expenditures  for  recrea- 
tion also  increased;  the  largest  gain 
in  recreation  items  was  made  for 
radios,  phonographs  and  other  musi- 
cal instruments. 

The  combined  expenditures  for 
private  education  and  research  and 
for  religious  and  welfare  activities 
was  less  than  two  per  cent  of  all 
personal  expenditures,  by  no  means 
a  tithe  even  with  all  benevolences 
included.  (Golden  Rule  Foundation) 


Brotherhood  News 

Northeastern  Kansas  District  Con- 
ference 

The  district  conference  of  North- 
eastern Kansas  was  held  in  the 
Navarre  church,  Kansas,  Sept.  21- 
24,  1950.  The  theme  of  the  confer- 
ence was  We  Must  Go  Deeper.  The 
conference  was  well  attended  and 
inspiration  was  received  by  those 
present.  Fifteen  of  the  seventeen 
churches  were  represented. 

Hylton  Harman  of  the  Kansas 
City  church,  Kansas,  was  moderator. 
One  .important  item  of  business  was 
the  reorganization  of  the  board  of 
administration. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the 
meeting  was  the  privilege  of  hearing 
Elder  Premchand  G.  Bhagat  of  India 
speak.  Truly  all  who  heard  Bro. 
Bhagat  were  inspired  to  a  greater 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  their  Lord 
and  Master  and  more  faithfulness 
to  the  missionary  cause.  A  German 
student  from  the  Kansas  City  church 
spoke  on  Saturday  evening.  Other 
guest  speakers  included:  Bro.  James 
Elrod,  who  conducted  the  Bible 
study  hour;  Bro.  D.  W.  Bittinger, 
president  of  McPherson  College, 
who  challenged  us  in  a  missionary 
address  on  Sunday  morning;  R.  E. 
Mohler,  who  spoke  to  the  men  on 
Saturday  afternoon;  Mrs.  Warren 
Sisler,  director  of  children's  work 
in  Nebraska;  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bit- 
tinger, who  spoke  on  Missions  at 
the  Mid-Century. 

Bro.  Charles  Dumond,  Sr.,  of  the 
Topeka  church  was  elected  moder- 
ator of  the  1951  district  conference. 
Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin  of  Morrill,  Kan- 
sas, was  elected  as  delegate  to 
Standing  Committee  of  the  1951 
Annual  Conference.  Bro.  D.  W. 
Kesler  is   alternate. 

The  1951  district  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  Kansas  City  church, 
Kansas.  —  L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill, 
Kansas. 


Weddings 

Continued  from  page  23 

Elkton,  Va.,  Oct.  1,  1950.  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Edward  K.  Ziegler, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Collins-Murr. — Otho  Collins  and  Wanda 
Murr  of  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  June  24,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — Frank  W. 
Isenberg,  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Colfon-Mariin. — Charles  Colton  and  Eve- 
lyn Martin,  both  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn., 
in  the  Johnson  City  church,  June  7,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Frank  W.  Isenberg, 
Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Delwiler-Keyser. — Henry  D.  Detwiler, 
Jr.,  and  Nancy  Keyser,  both  of  Oaks,  Pa., 
Sept.  30.  1950,  in  the  Green  Tree  church, 
Oaks,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Ivan  Fet- 
terman,  Oaks,  Pa. 

Gregory-Wright. — Loren  E.  Gregory  and 
Lois  Mae  Wright,  both  of  Olympia,  Wash., 
Aug.  18,  1950,  in  the  Olympia  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — Albert  Hollinger,  Olym- 
pia, Wash. 

Haines-Musselman. — Frank  Haines  and 
Eva  Musselman,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Sept.  23,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his 
home. — John  D.  Long,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Haye-Moore. — Harmon  Haye  of  Stryker, 
Ohio,  and  Wilda  Moore  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  in 
the  Lick  Creek  church,  Ohio,  Sept.  24,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — A.  P.  Musselman, 
Bryan,  Ohio. 

Hoffman-Doly. — Robert  Hoffman  and 
Helen  Doty,  both  of  Savanna,  m.(  Aug.  20, 
1950,  in  the  Hickory  Grove  church,  Wacker, 
111.,  by  the  undersigned. — W.  E.  Kendall, 
Milledgeville,  111. 

Holly-Davison. — Robert  Holly  and  De- 
lores  Davison,  both  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn., 
June  23,  1950,  in  the  Johnson  City  church, 
by  the  bride's  uncle,  J.  J.  Wilkerson. — 
Frank  W.  Isenberg,  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Houser-Wilson. — Harold  Houser  and 
Mary  Wilson,  both  of  Peru,  Ind.,  in  the 
Peru  church,  Oct.  1,  1950,  by  David  Rogers 
and  the  undersigned. — F.  M.  Hollenberg, 
Peru,  Ind. 

Howard- Lemon. — C.  R.  Howard  and  Ruby 
Nell  Lemon,  both  of  Nocona,  Texas,  in  the 
church  parsonage,  Sept.  7,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— J.  A.  Eby,  Nocona,  Texas. 

Hummel-Pinkerion. — James  Hummel  and 
Mary  Ann  Pinkerton,  both  of  Syracuse, 
Ind.,  Sept.  1,  1950,  in  the  Methodist  par- 
sonage, Milford,  Ind.,  by  Rev.  Charles  Bal- 
lard.— Mrs.  Damaris  Morehouse,  Milford, 
Ind. 

Kahley-Bradley. — James  Kahley  of  Mc- 
Clure,  Pa.,  and  Dorothy  Bradley  of  Burn- 
ham  Pa.,  Sept.  22,  1950,  in  the  Burnham 
church,  by  Bro.  Eli  S.  Keeny  —  Mrs.  Eli  S. 
Keeny,   Burnham,   Pa. 

Kimrey-Soulh. — Paul  J.  Kimrey  of  Par- 
sons, Kansas,  and  Wilma  Lee  South  of 
Thayer,  Kansas,  Oct.  2,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  his  home. — Byron  Talhelm,  Erie, 
Kansas. 

Knox-Higinboiham. — Glenn  Knox  of 
Grindstone,  Pa.,  and  Doris  Higinbotham  of 
Smock,  Pa.,  in  the  Uniontown  church,  Oct. 

8,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Murray  Guy 
West,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

Langston-Gifford. — Leon  Langston  and 
Bertha  Gifford,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Aug. 
3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
John  D.  Long,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Lichty-Bradford. — J.  Raymond  Lichty  of 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  and  Vera  Mae  Bradford 
of  Town  Creek,  Ala.,  in  the  Town  Creek 
Methodist  church,  by  Rev.  Fergerson,  Sept. 

9,  1950.— D.  Eugene  Lichty,  Chicago,  111. 
Lippincoll-Dysle. — Neil   E.   Lippincott   of 

Minerva,  Ohio,  and  Shirley  M.  Dysle  of 
Paris,  Ohio,  in  the  Freeburg  church,  Oct. 
1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Dale  E.  Gib- 
boney,  Paris,  Ohio. 

Mearkle-Clapper. — Coy  E.  Mearkle  and 
Elmira  C.  Clapper,  Sept.  30,  1950,  in  the 
Everett  church,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Stewart  B.  Kauffman,  Everett,  Pa. 

Miles-Dettwiler. — Robert  E.  Miles  of 
Shelbina,  Mo.,  and  Veleta  R.  Dettwiler  of 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  the  bride's  home,  Sept. 
3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Robert 
Boyer,  McPherson,  Kansas. 
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Myers-Martin. — Harold  E.  Myers,  Jr.,  and 
Susanna  V.  Martin,  both  of  Westminster, 
Md.,  Oct.  8,  1950,  in  the  Westminster 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Harold  Z. 
Bomberger,  Westminster,  Md. 

Nusbaum-Talboli. — Ira  A.  Nusbaum  and 
Henrietta  S.  Talbott,  both  of  Westminster, 
Md.,  Oct.  12,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by 
the  undersigned. — Harold  Z.  Bomberger, 
Westminster,  Md. 


Obituaries 


Comer,  Frances  Elizabeth,  was  born  June 
29,  1914,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Lin- 
ville,  Va.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
one  son,  two  daughters,  several  sisters,  two 
brothers,  her  mother  and  her  grandmother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Con- 
gregational Christian  church  in  Linville 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  J. 
Roehart  and  Rev.  Harold  M.  Fuss.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — M.  J. 
Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Dolch,  Louella  R.,  daughter  of  William 
T.  and  Rebecca  Donovan,  was  born  Sept. 
28,  1868,  near  North  Hampton,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  the  Springfield  City  hospital,  Ohio, 
Sept.  17,  1950.  She  was  baptized  into  the 
church  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Springfield 
church,  Ohio,  having  had  much  to  do  with 
the  organizing  of  the  church  and  Sunday- 
school  there.  In  1885  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Samuel  Frantz,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1892.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  daughters.  In  December  1892  she 
was  married  to  Adam  Frantz,  brother  of 
Samuel,  and  to  this  union  were  born  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  In  June  1920  she 
was  again  widowed.  In  October  1921  she 
was  married  to  Thomas  E.  Powell,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  in  1927.  In  Novem- 
ber 1938  she  was  married  to  Joseph  F. 
Dolch,  who  preceded  her  in  death  on  Dec. 
24,  1949.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one 
daughter,  three  sisters,  six  grandchildren, 
four  great-grandchildren  and  two  great- 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Springfield  church  by  Brethren 
Lester  E.  Fike  and  John  H.  Good.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Myers  cemetery  near  North 
Hampton,  Ohio. — Mrs.  Raymond  A.  Cool, 
Springfield,  Ohio. 

Eiiinger,  Mary  Susan,  was  born  Sept.  5, 
1889,  and  died  Sept.  21,  1950.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Greenmount  congregation.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  nine  children,  five  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  Pine  Grove  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  the 
church. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Flory,  John  OUver,  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  Warner  Flory,  was  born  in  Rossville, 
Ind.,  Aug.  26,  1873,  and  died  at  his  home 
Aug.  21,  1950.  He  was  married  to  Lela 
Frantz  in  January  1900.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Virden  church  for  more 
than  forty  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  five  daughters,  four  sons,  three  sis- 
ters, one  brother,  fifteen  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Virden  church  by  Bro. 
David  Fouts.  Interment  was  in  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  cemetery. — Velma  Butcher,  De- 
catur, 111. 

Frantz,  Lillie  A.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Minerva  Pigott  Buckley,  was  born  near 
Jefferson  City,  111.,  May  18,  1871,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  On  Dec. 
15,  1889,  she  was  married  in  Weatherford, 
Texas,  to  Peter  Frantz  of  Girard,  111.,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  on  Feb.  14, 1949.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
her  early  girlhood  and  became  a  very  ac- 
tive church  worker.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  WCTU  and  served  as  president  of 
both  local  and  county  organizations.  She 
is  survived  by  two  adopted  daughters,  two 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  three  sis- 
ters. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Walter 
Young,  assisted  by  Bro.  Omar  Maphis  of 
Zenia,  Ohio.   Interment  was  in  the  River- 


Undergirding  the  Kingdom  Enterprise 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  for  the  seven-month  fiscal 
period,  as  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  are  not 
impersonal  statistics.  As  truly  as  dollars  represent 
the  "coinage"  of  time,  energy  and  talent,  these  gifts 
evidence  the  offering  of  life  for  the  advancement  of 
God's  kingdom.  Dollars  dedicated  to  the  fulfillment 
of  every  commitment  of  the  short  year  were,  for 
many,  a  liberal  measure  of  a  living  sacrifice  (see 
Rom.  12: 1).  Had  it  not  been  for  the  resurgence  of 
the  spirit  of  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  Brethren,  the 
church  would  have  faltered  at  a  crucial  period. 
Sweat,  sacrifice  and  prayer  went  into  the  total 
achievement  effort.  Knowing  that,  we  cannot  glance 
carelessly  at  what  appears  on  the  opposite  page. 
REDEEMED  LIVES  are  back  of  these  figures,  also.  Channeled  out  to 
mission  fields  and  service  projects  abroad,  these  dollars  have  been  the 
direct  means  of  saving  souls  and  of  giving  succor  to  our  brothers  in  need. 
To  what  extent  these  sums  have  blessed  humanity,  no  one  but  God  can 
know.  We  do  know  they  have  been  wisely  managed  by  chosen  workers  of 
the  church  to  yield  precious  dividends  for  eternity.  To  many  who  have 
been  blessed  by  them  these  have  not  been  dollars,  but  "good  news"  of  a 
better  way  of  life.  Yes,  in  ways  too  numerous  to  mention,  at  home  and 
across  the  seas,  our  giving  totals  have  meant  health,  hope,  renewed  faith 
and  salvation. 

NOTABLE  GAINS  were  made  by  many  local  churches  and  districts 
during  the  short  year.  Per  member  giving  passed  that  of  the  previous  year 
many  times  over.  Even  so,  the  Brotherhood  average  of  $3.10  forces  us  to 
examine  our  stewardship  in  the  light  of  great  unmet  needs. 

WOMEN'S  WORK  came  through  the  new  experience  of  major  sharing 
between  March  and  September  with  flying  colors;  their  giving  for  world 
needs  within  the  national  project  budget  surpassed  last  year's  accomplish- 
ment for  comparable  months  by  thousands  of  dollars.  This  proves  that  the 
good  women  of  the  church  are  not  only  versatile  in  meeting  a  perplexing 
problem,  but  are  fully  determined  not  to  have  the  church  fall  short  of 
achieving  all  of  her  self-imposed  goals. 

NEW  FISCAL  YEAR  goals  are  before  us.  Determined  to  work  at  the 
task  of  Deepening  and  Sharing  the  Christian  Life,  we  move  out  to  do  great 
things  for  our  Christ.  Annual  Conference  acted  wisely  and  prayerfully  in 
setting  up  important  work  for  us  to  do  in  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1951. 
Blessed  as  America  is  with  a  high  level  of  employment,  spiralling  achieve- 
ments in  the  business  world,  and  rising  prices  for  farm  commodities,  we 
should  go  beyond  a  million  dollars  in  ministering  to  people  near  and  far. 
Recalling  Ernest  M.  Wampler's  impassioned  appeal  for  support  of  work 
represented  in  the  Brotherhood  Fund,  which  he  termed  the  Christ  Fund, 
we  would  renew  his  plea  to  keep  the  church  serving  to  the  uttermost. 
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side    cemetery. — G.    Hauger,    Sterling,    111. 

Fulk,  Mrs.  Charles,  was  born  May  2, 
1871,  and  died  June  25,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Fairview  church  in  the  Greenmount 
congregation,  where  she  served  as  Sunday- 
school  teacher  for  many  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband  and  one  sister. 
Memorial  services  were  held  from  the 
Fairview  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  J.  Galen  Wampler  and 
I.  C.  Senger.— M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen, 
Va. 

Gaver,  Flora  M.,  daughter  of  Elder  John 
M.  and  Ella  Harshman  Bussard  and  wife 
of  Jerry  Gaver,  died  at  her  home  near 
Myersville,  Md.,  Oct.  4,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  two  sisters,  one  brother  and 
several  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Grossnickles  church, 
of  which  she  had  been  a  member  since 
early  life,  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  C. 
Basil  Grossnickle.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — S.  D. 
Lindsay,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Gearhart,  Delia  Mae,  wife  of  William 
Frank  Gearhart,  was  born  in  Mifflin  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  March  24,   1902,   and  died  Oct.  7, 


1950.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  she  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  the  Spring  Run  church  in  Mifflin  Coun- 
ty. Shs  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
children,  five  grandchildren  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Green  Tree  church  by  Bro.  Abram  Eshel- 
man,  assisted  by  Bro.  Howard  Bernhard. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery, 
— Mrs.  Ezra  E.  Hess,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Gibble,  Emma  H.,  wife  of  John  G.  Gibble, 
was  born  Oct.  15,  1884,  and  died  July  15, 
1950,  at  her  home  near  Manheim,  Pa.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Keech  funeral  home  and  the  East 
Fairview  church  by  Elder  Herbert  O.  Wol- 
gemuth  and  the  undersigned. — H.  A, 
Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Gross,  Leona  M.,  daughter  of  W.  D.  and 
Fannie  Wine,  was  born  Dec.  18,  1886,  and 
died  Oct.  5,  1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Santa  Ana  church.  On  July  11,  1929,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Simeon  L.  Gross, 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son, 
two  daughters  and  thirteen  grandchildren. 
She  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior  early 
in  life  and  remained  true  to  him. — J.  R, 
Jennings,  Santa  Ana,  Calif! 


Church  News 


Indiana 

Eel  River. — Our  evangelistic  services 
were  held  the  first  two  weeks  in  August 
with  Bro.  D.  R.  Murray  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
as  the  evangelist.  The  attendance  and  in- 
terest at  the  meetings  were  very  good. 
Twelve  persons  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  four  by  letter.  Bro. 
R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  College  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  our  harvest  home-coming 
service  on  Sept.  3.  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected  at  our  August 
council  meeting.  Bro.  George  Deaton  was 
re-elected  elder  for  another  year.  The 
church  decided  to  continue  the  remodeling 
program  of  the  church  building  this  winter 
to  provide  additional  Sunday-school  rooms. 
Three  German  high  school  students  have 
been  placed  in  homes  of  the  congrega- 
tion. Recently  the  men's  work  baled  twen- 
ty acres  of  straw  donated  from  the  church 
farm  and  ten  acres  of  hay  donated  by  a 
member  of  the  men's  work,  all  of  'which 
was  given  to  one  of  the  men  who  had  lost 
his  barn  and  crops  by  fire.  The  ladies'  aid 
canned  340  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
for  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home.  The  aid's 
yearly  project  of  making  garments  consist- 
ed of  156  dresses,  56  slips,  13  gowns,  5  pairs 
of  pajamas  and  50  baby  comforters.  The 
aid  continues  to  sew  for  relief  and  help 
the  needy. — Mrs.  Harold  Maloy,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

Fairview. — Since  our  last  report,  the  men 
have  finished  repairs  on  the  outside  of  our 
parsonage.  The  rural  youth  banquet  was 
held  at  our  church  with  a  good  attend- 
ance. Our  pastor,  Bro.  Waldo  Kinsel,  and 
his  wife  helped  with  the  children's  Bible 
school  in  the  Pyrmont  church,  which  was 
largely  attended.  Bro.  Charles  Bieber  and 
his  family  were  with  us  recently  and  he 
preached  for  us  on  family  night.  The 
Biebers  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  Af- 
rica mission  field.  Bro.  Kinsel  and  Dick 
Harshbarger  were  our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  and  brought  back  good  reports. 
At  our  family  night  services  in  August  we 
had  campfire  services.  Bro.  Herbert  Fisher 
and  his  family  were  with  us  and  he 
brought  the  message  and  Phyllis  Barnhart 
led  the  song  services. — Mrs.  Hattie  Peter, 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

Maple  Grove  (S.  Ind.) — Our  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  9  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger,  presiding. 
We  elected  our  Sunday-school  officers.  We 
voted  to  retain  Bro.  Harshbarger  as  our 
elder  for  another  year.  We  had  one  week 
of  revival  services  beginning  Sept.  10,  with 
Kenneth  Hollinger  as  the  evangelist.  Our 
women's  work  has  been  busy  quilting, 
making  comforters  and  canning  for  relief. 
The  men  have  just  completed  a  rock 
drive  around  the  church. — Mrs.  Mary 
Youngblood,  Center  Point,  Ind. 

Maple  Grove. — Bro.  Lavon  Symensma  of 
the  Syracuse  church  filled  the  pulpit  one 
Sunday  morning  and  Bro.  Arthur  Sellers 
one  Sunday.  Sister  Clara  Mishler  and  Bro. 
Martin,  our  pastor,  were  our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack.  Vesper 
services  were  enjoyed  on  the  church  lawn 
with  Brother  and  Sister  Raymond  Hoover 
assisting  in  the  program.  One  Sunday  eve- 
ning Mrs.  Howard  Bosler  showed  slides  of 
their  work  in  Africa.  Our  evangelistic 
meetings  were  held  the  last  two  weeks 
of  August  with  Bro.  Lester  Fike  of  Spring- 
field, Ohio,  as  the  evangelist.  Eight  new 
members  were  received  into  the  church. 
A  candlelight  service  was  held  with  a 
large  attendance.  Our  communion  was 
held  on  Saturday  night  by  candlelight. 
Bro.  Eldon  Evans  was  the  speaker  at  our 
annual  harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  24.  Our 
aid  has  been  busy  canning  for  Bethany 
Hospital  and  has  sent  some  clothing  and 
bedding  to  the  Flat  Creek  mission  in 
Kentucky.  Sunday-school  and  church  offi- 
cers were  elected  and  installation  services 
were  held  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  David  Krull, 
New  Paris,  Ind. 

New  Salem. — Sisters  Grace  Ulery  and 
Florence  Lantis  represented  us  at  district 
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meeting  and  each  gave  a  report  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday.  In  August  our  church  met 
in  regular  council  and  elected  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers.  During  September 
each  class  elected  its  teacher  and  class 
officers.  The  aid  also  elected  new  officers 
in  August.  Installation  services  for  all 
officers  for  the  coming  year  were  held 
Sept.  24.  Rally  day  was  held  Oct.  1.  On 
Sept.  17  two  persons  were  baptized  at 
Camp  Mack.  On  Sept.  10  our  home-coming 
was  held  with  Bro.  John  Metzler  of  Nap- 
panee  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our  revival 
meetings  will  be  held  Dec.  4-17,  with  Bro. 
Charles  Stouder  as  the  evangelist.  The 
young  people  harvested  their  project  crops. 
Several  of  our  young  people  were  married 
recently. — Mrs.  Damaris  Morehouse,  Mil- 
ford,  Ind. 

Pleasant  Valley Our  members'  meet- 
ing was  held  Aug.  30,  with  Elder  Homer 
Schrock  presiding;  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  Elder  Homer  Schrock  was  re-elected 
for  another  year.  Charles  Light  of  Nappa- 
nee  was  present  and  took  charge  of  the 
meeting  and  Bro.  John  Tomlonson  and  his 
wife,  who  were  recently  married,  were  in- 
stalled into  the  full  ministry.  Both  Brother 
and  Sister  Tomlonson  are  seniors  at  Man- 
chester College.  Brother  and  Sister 
Schrock,  who  have  been  at  Pleasant  Valley 
for  fifteen  years,  left  to  take  up  the  pas- 
toral work  at  North  Liberty.  As  Middle- 
bury  and  Pleasant  Valley  have  been  united 
under  one  pastor,  Brother  and  Sister  T. 
G.  Weaver,  formerly  of  Columbia  City,  are 
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BIRDS 

A  Guide  to  the  Most 
Familiar  American  Birds 

by  Herbert  Zim  and  Ira  Gabrielson 

The  authors  are  recognized  au- 
thorities in  this  field.  The  book 
is  pocket  size,  convenient  for  ob- 
servation trips.  It  contains  full- 
color  plates  of  112  species,  and 
makes  possible  the  identification 
of  267  species.  Includes  range 
maps  and  a  wealth  of  facts  about 
the  traits  and  habits  of  the  birds 
and  where  and  how  to  look  for 
them. 


FLOWERS 

A  Guide  to  Familiar 
American  Wildflowers 

by  Herbert  Zim  and 
Alexander  Martin 

Illustrates  over  260  wildflowers 
in  45  families,  stressing  the  most 
common  and  widely  distributed 
and  those  with  the  showy  flowers 
which  the  amateur  is  most  likely 
to  see.  A  range  map  is  given  for 
each  flower,  and  most  of  the  full- 
color  pictures  show  the  entire 
plant  as  well  as  the  flower,  some- 
times with  the  characteristic  en- 
vironment.  Pocket  size. 

Each,  only  $1.00 


now  our  new  pastors.  On  Sept.  6  the  two 
churches  held  a  reception  at  Middlebury 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Weaver  with  a  good 
representation  from  both  churches.  Breth- 
ren Clayton  Leer  and  Herold  Hershbarger 
moved  the  pastor  and  his  wife  from  their 
former  home  to  the  Middlebury  parsonage. 
We  expect  to  hold  our  evangelistic  meet- 
ings Nov.  26 — Dec.  3  with  Bro.  James 
Beahm  of  Ohio  as  the  evangelist.  Our 
Sunday  evening  meetings  will  continue  as 
before  with  Bible  study  and  Bro.  Weaver 
delivering  a  sermon  every  two  weeks. 
Bro.  Weaver  held  installation  services  on 
Sept.  24  for  all  new  officers  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  church.  Our  Achievement  Of- 
fering was  $20.05. — Mrs.  Lizzie  Berkey, 
Middlebury,  Ind. 

Plymouth. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
council  meeting  on  the  evening  of  Sept. 
6,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  E.  Wayne  Gerdes, 
presiding.  We  appointed  two  new  officers, 
a  peace  director  and  a  receptionist.  Bro.  E. 
Wayne  Gerdes  was  re-elected  as  our  elder. 
One  evening  the  staff  members  of  the 
migrant  work  assisted  in  the  worship  serv- 
ice. Several  persons  from  our  church  at- 
tended Camp  Mack  this  summer.  On  Aug. 
20  Bro.  Cecil  Reed  delivered  the  evening 
message.  On  Aug.  27  Bro.  William  Gordon 
was  our  guest  speaker.  His  subject  was 
Youth  and  Tobacco.  In  the  evening  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Cassell,  was  with  us,  after 
spending  a  week  leading  the  youth  camp 
at  Camp  Mack.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  10 
a  special  panel  discussion  for  churches  in 
Sections  1  and  2  was  held  in  our  church 
with  Bro.  Mark  Schrock,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  district,  leading  the  discussion. 
On  Sept.  18  the  discussion  was  continued  in 
our  church.  It  was  decided  at  this  meet- 
ing to  have  a  meeting  at  North  Liberty 
for  Section  1  on  Sept.  25  and  at  our  church 
Oct.  2  for  Section  2.  On  the  evening  of 
Sept.  28  the  annual  women's  work  busi- 
ness meeting  and  tea  was  held  at  the 
church.  We  are  praying  and  planning  for 
our  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  Nov. 
5-19,  with  Bro.  T.  E.  George  of  Goshen, 
Ind.,  as  the  evangelist.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  20  our  love  feast  will  be  held. — Mrs. 
Frank  Markley,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

Roann. — This  summer  we  purchased  a 
property  near  the  church  for  our  parson- 
age and  our  pastor  and  his  wife  moved  into 
it  on  Sept.  2.  We  had  a  farewell  gathering 
for  Gerhard  Weiser,  the  German  student 
who  has  been  with  us  for  the  past  year. 
We  have  enjoyed  his  presence  and  our 
good  wishes  go  with  him  as  he  returns  to 
his  home.  Mrs.  Lucile  Byers  has  been 
chosen  president  of  the  ladies'  aid  group 
for  the  coming  year.  Our  work  consists 
mainly  of  relief  work;  at  a  recent  meeting 
seven  comforters  were  finished  and  nine 
dresses  cut  out  and  partially  completed 
for  that  purpose.  We  met  in  regular  coun- 
cil on  Sept.  1  and  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Robert  Sink  is  our 
elder.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct. 
27.  Our  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming 
was  held  on  Oct.  29.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Eberly,  held  a  week  of  evangelstic 
meetings  Sept.  17-24  and,  as  a  result  nine 
new  members  were  received  by  baptism, 
four  by  letter  and  two  joined  as  associate 
members. — Mrs.  Myrtle  Morphew,  Roann, 
Ind. 

Iowa 

Dallas  Center. — Our  pastor  and  his  wife 
attended  the  World  Convention  of  Chris- 
tian Education  held  in  Toronto,  Canada 
Bro.  Ray  Zook  of  Waterloo,  our  district 
field  secretary,  filled  the  pulpit  one  Sunday 
during  our  pastor's  absence.  Our  men's 
work  organization  sponsored  the  raising  of 
money  for  a  heifer  for  relief.  Bro.  W.  E. 
Ickes  of  our  congregation  and  our  World 
Service  representative,  went  with  the  ship- 
load of  heifers  which  were  delivered  to 
Germany.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  Bro. 
Harold  Royer  and  his  wife  and  family  back 
home  again  after  serving  on  the  Africa 
mission  field  for  many  years.  Several 
members  of  our  congregation  attended  the 
intermediate,  young  people  and  adult 
camp  programs  held  at  Pine  Lake  near  El 
dora.  It  was  a  privilege  to  have  Bro.  Bha- 
gat  of  India  with  us  one  Sunday.  Brother 
and  Sister  H.  Spenser  Minnich  of  Elgin  ac- 
companied him.    We  entertained  the  dis-|    ^, 


trict  conference  of  Middle  Iowa  in  our 
church  the  first  three  days  of  September. 
Guest  speakers  included  Bro.  Burton  Metz- 
ler  and  Bro.  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  both  of 
McPherson,  Kansas,  Bro.  Ray  Zook  of 
Waterloo  and  Mrs.  Q.  A.  Holsopple  of  El- 
gin, 111.  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill  had  charge 
of  the  music  during  the  conference.  Two 
our  our  young  people  are  attending  Mc- 
Pherson College  this  year.  A  German  ex- 
change student,  Giesela  Desch,  is  in  the 
home  of  our  pastor  and  is  attending  high 
school  here.  The  different  departments  of 
our  women's  work  organization  have  con- 
tributed to  our  local,  district  and  national 
projects,  including  relief  sewing  for  New 
Windsor.  We  held  our  communion  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  1.  We  appreciate  the 
services  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Meredith  Rog- 
ers and  his  wife,  who  are  now  beginning 
their  second  year  with  us. — Walter  M. 
Royer,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

Oiiumwa. — Kagawa,  the  Japanese  Chris- 
tian, delivered  two  addresses  in  Ottumwa 
one  Sunday  recently.  Several  of  our  jun- 
iors, intermediates,  and  young  people  at- 
tended camp  at  Pine  Lake.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  C.  A.  Albin,  taught  in  the  interme- 
diate and  young  people's  groups.  Bertha 
Sommers  of  Batavia  spoke  to  the  CBYF  of 
our  church  one  Sunday  evening  on  some 
of  her  experiences  in  Europe  last  summer. 
Our  church  group  gave  seventy-five  quarts 
and  twenty-two  pints  of  canned  goods  to 
Bro.  Charles  Lunkley  and  his  family  at  a 
farewell  party  for  them.  Wayne  Parris  and 
his  wife,  who  are  home  on  leave  from  the 
Africa  mission  field,  were  guest  speakers. 
They  told  of  the  customs  and  speech  of 
that  country.  The  Lunkleys  are  now  on 
their  way  to  Africa  as  missionaries.  The 
district  conference  was  held  in  our  church 
Sept.  16-18.  The  speakers  included  D.  W. 
Bittinger,  president  of  McPherson  College; 


Elder  P.  G.  Bhagat  of  India,  who  has  been 
associated  with  Brethren  missionary  work 
there;  Dessie  Miller,  children's  worker  of 
Elgin,  111.,  Ray  Zook,  state  fieldman  of  Wa- 
terloo; and  Bro.  C.  A.  Albin,  pastor  of  the 
local  church.  Our  Sunday  school  started 
a  new  year  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Paul  Ruby, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Galesburg. — Our  council  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  13  and  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Shenefelt  was 
re-elected  as  our  elder.  We  are  gaining 
a  little  bit  each  year  even  without  the  aid 
of  a  pastor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner  Strycker 
of  Canada  have  been  accepted  as  new 
members  of  our  church.  Our  aid  has 
boxed  549  garments  for  relief;  two  new 
quilts  have  been  sold  and  another  is  in 
the  frames.  When  the  weather  gets  too 
cold  for  our  church  meetings,  we  plan  to 
meet  all  day  in  the  homes  and  help  the 
hostess  with  her  tasks.  In  this  way  we 
will  aid  our  community,  our  members  and 
ourselves.  Esther  Hodgden  and  Eloise 
Jones  have  been  chosen  as  our  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting.  Our  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  for  one  week  with  an 
attendance  of  twenty. — Eloise  Jones,  Erie, 
Kansas. 

Topeka. — In  the  absence  of  our  pastor, 
Charles  Dumond,  Sr.,  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing, Bro.  R.  E.  Mohler  of  McPherson  Col- 
lege was  our  guest  speaker.  He  also  spoke 
in  the  evening  at  the  young  people's  meet- 
ing. Our  church  was  well  represented  at 
the  junior-intermediate  camp  at  Mt.  Her- 
mon  this  summer.  Some  of  our  young  peo- 
ple attended  their  camp  also.  A  junior 
choir  has  been  organized  and  is  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Lucille  Balmer.  Mr. 
Kenneth  Jarboe  is  the  director  of  the 
adult  choir.    Bro.  Blair  Helman,  pastor  of 
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the  Ottumwa  church,  was  the  guest  speak- 
er at  the  all-church  fellowship  hour  spon- 
sored by  the  young  people.  One  Sunday 
evening  the  picture,  Go  Forth,  was  shown. 
Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held  Nov.  1- 
12,  with  Bro.  Russell  West  of  Pampa, 
Texas,  as  the  evangelist.  Sixteen  of  our 
members  attended  the  district  meeting  at 
Navarre.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Geity  were 
our  delegates.  While  our  pastor  was  at- 
tending district  meeting,  Loren  Gibley 
conducted  the  services  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. In  September  the  Homebuilders  Sun- 
day-school class  spent  an  evening 
entertaining  fifty  or  more  patients  from  the 
state  hospital. — Mary  M.  Smith,  Topeka, 
Kansas. 

Maryland 

Green  Hill. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct. 
8,  with  Bro.  Walter  K.  Mahan  presiding; 
church  officers  were  elected.  Bro.  Mahan 
was  elected  elder  for  the  coming  year.  We 
have  set  up  a  visitation  committee  to  visit 
the  families  of  and  near  the  church.  We 
felt  the  need  to  strengthen  our  church 
visiting,  an  old  social  custom  of  Brethren 
people,  instead  of  neglecting  this  act  be- 
cause of  home  responsibilities.  A  commit- 
tee has  been  appointed  to  draft  plans  for 
redecorating  the  interior  of  the  church 
and  it  is  our  hope  that  these  plans  will  be 
presented  shortly  and  that  the  work  will 
begin  soon.  Green  Hill  was  the  host  for 
the  annual  district  women's  work  con- 
ference on  Oct.  20.  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of 
East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  held  a  two  weeks' 
revival  meeting  and  we  received  three 
persons  by  baptism.  Our  fall  love  feast 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8,  with 
Elder  W.  K.  Mahan  presiding.  Bro.  Ma- 
han held  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting 
at  the  Bethany  church  in  Farmington,  Del., 
Oct.  15-29.  We  regret  to  report  that  Sister 
Ira  Eby  has  been  ill  for  about  three  weeks. 
— Mrs.  L.   S.  Mahan,   Marion   Station,   Md. 

Locust  Grove. — We  closed  a  two  weeks' 
revival  meeting  on  Sept.  10.  Bro.  S.  Clyde 
Weaver  of  East  Petersburg  was  the  evan- 
gelist. The  attendance  and  interest  were 
good.  Each  evening  preceding  his  sermon 
he  had  a  story  for  the  children.  Our  pas- 
tor, Carl  F.  Smith,  and  the  evangelist 
visited  in  many  homes  and  did  personal 
work.  Two  persons  were  received  into  the 
church  by  letter,  eleven  have  been  bap- 
tized and  several  are  awaiting  the  rite. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  29.  Our 
ladies'  aid  was  held  on  Sept.  13,  at  which 
time  we  quilted  and  made  garments.  We 
are  installing  a  furnace  in  the  church 
basement.  Our  council  meeting  was  held 
on  Sept.  17,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Samuel  A. 
Harley,  presiding. — Bessie  R.  Purdum,  Mt. 
Airy,  Md. 

Michigan 

Detroit,  First. — Brother  and  Sister  Paul 
Studebaker  were  installed  as  our  pastors 
by  Bro.  Arthur  Taylor.  They  have  been 
making  calls  and  getting  acquainted  with 
the  members  who  are  scattered  over  this 
city.  Many  people  come  from  ten  to 
twenty  miles  to  attend  services.  On  Sept. 
22  we  held  our  annual  business  meeting 
and  anniversary  dinner.  Bro.  Harley 
Townsend  served  as  moderator.  Bro. 
Studebaker  was  chosen  as  our  elder  with 
Bro.  J.  P.  Guthrie  to  serve  in  the  ab- 
sence of  our  pastor.  Herbert  Williams  was 
issued  a  license  to  the  ministry  for  one 
year.  The  Mothers'  club,  the  Fidelis  club 
and  the  ladies'  aid  society  have  done  much 
relief  sewing  and  have  contributed  money 
to  many  worthy  causes.  Plans  are  now 
being  made  for  our  fall  festival  to  be 
held  Oct.  20.  We  observed  World-wide 
Communion  Sunday  on  the  evening  of  Oc- 
tober 1.  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  8,  follow- 
ing the  worship  service,  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  dedicated  to  their  tasks.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Gnagey  continues  to  serve  as  our  as- 
sistant pastor.  New  families  coming  to 
Detroit  are  invited  to  attend  services  at  the 
church  at  East  Lafayette  and  Seyburn  Ave. 
or  to  communicate  with  the  pastor  at  1778 
Seyburn. — Mrs.  Walter  K.  Gordon,  De- 
troit, Mich. 
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Minnesota 

Worthinglon. — Bro.  J.  Schechter,  long- 
time pastor  here  but  now  retired,  suffered 
a  severe  stroke  recently  and  is  in  a  Worth- 
ington  hospital.  Our  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  with  a  large  enrollment.  A  pro- 
gram was  presented  on  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning following.  The  school  was  under  the 
supervision  of  Elsie  Finckh.  A  playlet  was 
presented  one  evening  by  the  children 
from  the  primary  and  junior  classes  in 
honor  of  their  mothers.  Three  young  cou- 
ples came  into  the  church  by  baptism  re- 
cently.— Lelsa  A.  Estrom,  Worthington, 
Minn. 

Missouri 

Deepwater. — We  met  in  council  on  the 
afternoon  of  Aug.  20,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
James  Mohler,  presiding.  Sunday-school 
and  church  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year  beginning  Oct.  1.  Bro.  Mohler  was 
re-elected  elder  and  the  undersigned  Mes- 
senger agent  and  correspondent.  Plans 
were  made  to  have  a  revival  this  year. 
Our  church  was  well  represented  at  the 
district  meeting  at  the  Spring  Branch 
church  near  Avery.  We  are  very  grate- 
ful to  Brother  and  Sister  Chester  Bryant  of 
Deepwater  for  the  name  above  our  church 
door.  The  attendance  has  been  increasing 
at  both  Sunday-school  and  evening  serv- 
ices. The  women's  work  group  is  doing 
a  splendid  work  and  is  helping  with  our 
church  finance.  Bro.  L.  A.  Walker,  our 
fieldman,  was  with  us  recently  and 
showed  the  pictures,  Seeds  of  Destiny  and 
Like  a  Mighty  Army.— Mrs.  L.  L.  Mc- 
Whorter,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Shelby  County. — Since  our  last  report, 
Tillie  Beach  and  George  Harvey  and  Mary 
Belle  Beach  and  Kenneth  Van  Fleet  were 
united  in  marriage.  Our  pastor  and  two 
young  people  attended  Camp  Show  Me. 
Our  revival  was  held  Aug.  7-20  with  Bro. 
Robert  Nance  of  Wetmore,  Kansas,  as  the 
evangelist.  Eight  persons  were  baptized  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  A.  Strohm.  On  Sept. 
17  our  council  meeting  was  held  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  J.  A.  Strohm,  presiding.  Pearl 
Beach  was  elected  Messenger  agent  and 
correspondent.  Sidney  Wear's  license  to 
the  ministry  was  renewed  for  another 
year.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  29.  Leroy  Miles  and  Weldon 
Beach  were  elected  delegates  to  district 
meeting. — Pearl  Beach,  Leonard,  Mo. 

Warrensburg. — Bro.  George  Harvey  and 
his  wife  of  Jasper  are  serving  our  church 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  L.  A.  Walker, 
who  had  been  with  us  the  past  three  years, 
is  now  in  Udell,  Iowa.  Bro.  Harvey  is 
taking  some  work  at  the  local  state  college 
and  his  wife  is  working  as  a  receptionist 
at  the  hospital  in  our  city.  The  parsonage 
was  cleaned  and  furnished  for  them  be- 
fore they  moved  in.  Each  summer  we  have 
a  birthday  dinner  and  the  money  raised  at 
that  time  is  used  to  improve  the  church 
and  grounds.  This  year  a  new  walk  was 
made  in  front  of  the  church  and  the  park- 
way was  paved.  The  young  people's  proj- 
ect for  the  next  year  is  to  raise  funds 
to  build  a  room  on  the  south  side  of  the 
church  to  be  used  as  a  classroom  and  for 
recreation.  Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  in  September  and  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  James 
Mohler  will  serve  as  our  elder.  Our  church 
was  well-represented  at  the  district  meet- 
ing at  the  Spring  Branch  church  near 
Avery  Sept.  30— Oct.  2.— Nan  Mohler  Scott, 
Warrensburg,  Mo. 

North  Dakota 

Ellison. — Our  Sunday  school  opened 
rather  late  this  year  because  of  the 
weather  and  road  conditions.  On  our 
opening  Sunday  Mr.  Vern  Burkholder  of 
Rocklake,  N.  Dak.,  presented  the  Sunday 
school  with  six  new  primary  chairs  in 
memory  of  his  mother,  who  had  been  the 
primary  teach  at  Ellison  some  time  ago. 
We  held  a  work  day,  when  members  of 
the  church  and  community  gathered  at  the 
church.  '  A  donation  had  been  given  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  a  new  fence  around 
the  graveyard  and  the  men  were  all  ready 
for  it.   The  women  cleaned  the  church.  An 
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outdoor  supper  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Breth- 
ren E.  C.  Zook  of  Cando  and  Bob  Keim  of 
McPherson,  Kansas,  were  with  us  for  a 
service.  Sept.  24  closed  our  Sunday  school 
for  another  summer.  We  hope  to  be  able 
to  open  earlier  next  spring  and  have  a 
longer  season  of  Sunday-school  sessions. 
All  of  our  members  are  urged  to  attend 
somewhere  else,  if  at  all  possible,  during 
the  winter  months. — Mrs.  Harley  Perich, 
Egeland,  N.  Dak. 

Ohio 

Baltic. — Elder  C.  D.  Bonsack  held  a  week 
of  revival  services  and  presided  at  our 
communion  services,  after  which  a  young 
man  was  baptized.  The  church  has  pur- 
chased an  electric  organ.  The  ladies  of 
the  aid  purchased  an  electric  stove  for 
the  kitchen  at  the  church.  The  aid  col- 
lected baby  clothing  for  Kassel,  Germany, 
and  are  also  gathering  articles  for  a  U- 
krainian  DP  family  in  our  community.  The 
ladies'  aid  met  with  the  aid  of  Sugarcreek 
at  Camp  Zion  for  a  day  of  fellowship; 
Grayce  Brumbaugh,  a  missionary  to  Af- 
rica, was  the  speaker.  We  had  our  harvest 
home  service  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Clark  Zein- 
er,   Baltic,  Ohio. 

Beech  Grove. — Our  fall  council  was  held 
Sept.  14  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  Ritchey  was  re-elected 
as  elder.  We  elected  a  music  committee  to 
sponsor  our  choir.  Since  our  church  is 
being  remodeled,  we  decided  to  postpone 
our  communion  service  until  a  later  date. 
One  evening  Sister  Clara  K'an,  a  Chinese 
lady,  spoke  to  us.  Bro.  Donald  Ritchey 
filled  the  pulpit  for  two  Sundays  recently 
during  our  pastor's  absence. — Rachel  Har- 
ter,  Hollansburg,  Ohio. 

Bradford. — Our  DP  family  of  three  has 
arrived  and  is  living  in  the  cottage  home 
built  for  them  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilber 
Erbaugh.  We  welcomed  them  with  a 
pound  shower  and  had  a  jolly  time  getting 
acquainted  with  them.  All  our  services  are 
recorded  and  are  taken  to  our  shut-ins 
each  week.  We  had  a  very  fine  representa- 
tion at  Camp  Sugar  Grove  through  the 
camping  season.  Our  men's  work  group  is 
making  progress  on  our  building  project 
at  the  church.  Bro.  John  M.  Stover,  our 
former  pastor,  has  written  a  book,  An  Epic 
of  Human  Destiny,  which  we  are  enjoying 
very  much  at  the  present.  At  our  mem- 
bers' meeting  on  Sept.  11  we  elected  new 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Moyne 
Landis  was  re-elected  elder  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Several  of  our  members  attended 
the  men's  mass  meeting  at  Ludlow  Falls. 
We  have  received  thirty-two  new  members 
by  baptism  and  seven  by  letter.  After 
three  years  of  service,  our  pastor  and  his 
wife,  Brother  and  Sister  E.  Friend  Couser, 
have  resigned  and  on  Sept.  24,  harvest  day, 
Mrs.  Couser  delivered  her  farewell  mes- 
sage in  the  morning.  The  Gospel  Echoes 
quartet  presented  a  fine  program.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  was  $254.24.  On  Oct. 
1  Bro.  Couser  delivered  a  very  impressive 
farewell  sermon.  Bro.  Howard  Erbaugh  of 
Trotwood  will  become  our  pastor.  Bro. 
Byron  Miller  will  conduct  our  evangelistic 
meetings  Nov.  20— Dec.  3.— Margaret  Diltz, 
Bradford,  Ohio. 

County  Line. — Our  church  met  in  council 
and  re-elected  Bro.  Gail  Freed  elder  for 
the  coming  year.  Kathleen  Snavely  and 
Doris  Staley  were  elected  delegates  to 
district  meeting.    On  the  evening  of  Oct. 

7  we  will  hold  our  communion  services 
and  on  Oct.  8  we  will  have  our  home- 
coming with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. — 
Mrs.  Lester  Young,  Bluffton,  Ohio. 

Lick  Creek. — On  Sept.  1  Bro.  A.  P.  Mus- 
selman  and  his  wife  began  their  pastoral 
work  for  us  and  an  installation  service 
was  held  with  Bro.  Jay  Hornish  presiding. 
Our  semiannual  council  was  held  on  Sept. 

8  with  Elder  Edward  Kintner  presiding; 
officers  for  the  year  were  elected.  Our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  in  the 
Lima  church  Nov.  1  and  2  are  our  pastor, 
Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman,  and  Bro.  Chester 
Connolly.  Our  home-coming  will  be  held 
on  Nov.  5,  followed  by  a  two  weeks'  se- 
ries of  meetings  conducted  by  our  pastor. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  20.  The  district  young  people's 
conference  will  be  held  in  our  church  Nov. 
24  and  25.   The  ladies'  aid  has  been  collect- 


The  children  love  them! 

Each  number  contains  12 
little  books,  each  3  by  2 
inches,  in  an  appropriate 
shelf,  a  total  of  288  minia- 
ture pictures  in  glowing 
full  color.  Prepared  by 
Dorothy  Kunhardt  and 
Garth  Williams. 

Price.  $1.00  each 

Tiny  Animal  Stories 

These  twelve  wee  books  are 
packaged  in  a  little  zoo 
house.  They  are  highly 
amusing  stories  about  the 
families  of  jungle  animals. 

Tiny  Nonsense  Stories 

In  this  case  the  package  is  a 
miniature  city  block.  Clean 
humor  and  captivating  pic- 
tures characterize  these  lit- 
tle books. 


Inexpensive 

Coloring  Books 

For  preschool  children 
Each  number  has  13  simple 
outline  drawings  and  brief 
stories.  A  memory  verse 
and  a  Scripture  reference 
appear  under  each  picture, 
along  with  a  three-line 
story.  Each  book  has  16 
pages,  8%  by  11  inches. 
15c  each. 

No.  2281.  God  Is  Good 
No.  2282.  In  God's  House 
No.  2283.  Jesus  Love  Us 
No.  2284.  We  Give  Thanks 

For  primary  children 
CHILDREN  AROUND  THE 
WORLD.  A  32-page  book 
which  takes  children  on  an 
imaginary  goodwill  trip 
around  the  world,  visiting 
14  countries  by  means  of 
two  pictures  for  each  coun- 
try. A  brief  bit  of  comment 
accompanies  each  picture. 
25  cents. 


ing  and  preparing  relief  clothing  and  mak- 
ing comforters  for  relief.  We  recently  lost 
our  oldest  member.  Sister  Catherine 
Hutchinson,  by  death.  She  would  have 
been  ninety-nine  years  old  in  November. 
The  undersigned  has  been  chosen  Mes- 
senger correspondent  for  the  coming  year. 
— Mrs.  Leo  Stombaugh,  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Olivet. — Bro.  Mathias  was  with  us  for 
the  rededication  services  for  our  complete- 
ly redecorated  church  auditorium  and 
classrooms.  Every  member  shared  the 
work  and  responsibility  of  getting  our 
church  ready  to  be  host  to  the  Northeast- 
ern Ohio  district  meeting.  Our  pastor  held 
an  evangelistic  meeting  at  the  Maple 
Grove  church  in  Southern  Indiana  Sept. 
10-17.  At  our  recent  church  council  meet- 
ing we  decided  to  try  a  unified  financial 
system  for  one  year.  Our  aid  will  sew  some 
cut  garments  for  relief  and  make  some 
baby  comforters  besides  their  regular  sew- 
ing each  month.  The  young  people  are 
sponsoring  a  mid-century  church  book, 
which  contains  pictures  and  interesting 
data  about  the  members  of  our  church 
families.  Heidi  Rank  came  in  July  from 
Germany  to  live  in  the  Kenneth  Hollinger 
home  for  a  year.  Willi  Traub  has  returned 
to  Germany  after  being  in  America  for  al- 
most a  year.  After  our  council  on  Sept.  8 
the  church  had  a  fellowship  meeting  in  the 
basement  as  a  farewell  for  Willi.  Our 
board  of  Christian  education  planned  a 
series  of  Sunday  evening  services,  The 
Church  and  Life  Series.  The  children  had 
an  extended  evening  class  period  of  in- 
tensive Bible  study.  The  adults  studied 
the  relationship  and  duties  of  the  church 


to  various  phases  of  life:  health,  govern- 
ment, safety,  agriculture,  labor,  Brethren 
service  and  the  schools. — Helen  Hollinger, 
Thornville,  Ohio. 

Woodworth. — At  our  quarterly  council 
officers  for  church  and  Sunday  school 
were  elected.  W.  A.  Petry  was  chosen 
elder.  Bro.  Mulligan  and  Mariola  Reese 
were  chosen  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
The  CBYF  planted  the  Lord's  acre,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  for  their  projects.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  was  received  on  the 
annual  harvest  day,  Sept.  10.  The  amount 
received  was  $342.67.  The  men's  and  wom- 
en's organizations  have  sponsored  the  fam- 
ily night  program  and  gathered  relief 
clothing.  Our  rally  day  will  be  observed 
on  Oct.  1.  Our  attendance  has  been  good 
in  spite  of  the  vacation  season.  The  build- 
ing committee  has  been  working  on  plans 
to  make  Sunday-school  rooms  and  will 
have  them  ready  to  present  at  the  church 
business  meeting  on  Sept.  28.  We  had  rep- 
resentatives from  our  church  in  most  of 
the  camps  held  at  Camp  Zion  during  the 
summer. — Mrs.  Clyde  Mulligan,  Poland, 
Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Guthrie. — We  met  in  our  business  meet- 
ing on  Aug.  20  with  Bro.  Albert  Williams, 
our  elder,  presiding.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  were  chosen  and  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  We 
decided  to  have  a  communion  service.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Irven  Stern,  will  set  the  time. 
We  have  been  very  thankful  to  have  Bro. 
Stern  and  his  wife  as  our  summer  pastors. 
They  have  also  agreed  with  our   district 


Two  "old-favorite"  Bible  story  books 
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Egermeier's  Bible  Story  Book 

Price,  $2.95 

•  A  favorite  because  of  its  simplicity, 
its  completeness,  and  its  modern  up- 
to-date  features.  Praised  by  parents 
and  teachers  and  endorsed  by  leaders 
of  all  denominations. 

•  The  complete  Bible  in  story  form, 
chronologically  arranged.  Contains 
234  Bible  stories,  150  pictorial  illustra- 
tions (126  full-page,  36  in  four  colors) , 
4  pictorial  Holy  Land  maps.  Self- 
pronouncing  text.  Printed  on  non- 
glare  paper. 


Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible 

Price,  $3.00 

•  Recommended  by  all  denomi- 
nations for  its  accuracy,  simplici- 
ty of  language,  and  freedom 
from  doctrinal  discussion,  this 
Bible  story  book  has  been  a 
favorite  for  forty  years. 

•  There  are  168  stories,  each 
complete  in  itself,  yet  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  entire  Bible 
story  can  be  read  through  in  52 
Sundays.  Includes  168  illustra- 
tions, 16  of  which  are  full-color 
reproductions  of  the  paintings  of 
Robert  Leinweber. 
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board  to  come  the  second  and  fourth  Sun- 
days of  each  month  to  help  us  until  a 
full-time  pastor  can  be  secured.  We  are 
only  a  few  in  number  but  we  try  to  do 
what  we  can  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
church. — C.   L.   Mohler,    Guthrie,    Okla. 

Washita. — As  a  result  of  our  revivals,  six 
persons  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. We  have  received  three  by  letter  and 
eight  letters  have  been  granted.  We  lost 
one  member,  Bro.  Noah  Pitzer,  by  death. 
Seven  of  our  young  people  and  five  inter- 
mediates attended  camp  at  Spring  Lake. 
On  Spring  Lake  day  Bro.  Bittinger  deliv- 
ered the  sermon,  after  which  a  basket  din- 
ner was  served  to  a  large  crowd  of  campers 
and  friends  of  the  entire  district.  Our 
church  met  in  council  on  Sept.  18,  with 
Elder  Albert  Williams  presiding;  officers  of 
Sunday  school  and  church  were  elected. 
Bro.  D.  J.  McCune,  who  is  our  pastor  for 
the  coming  year,  was  elected  elder.  Our 
ladies'  aid  has  sent  5  comforters  and  150 
pounds  of  used  clothing  for  European  re- 
lief. The  men's  work  group  did  some  re- 
pair work  at  the  parsonage.  Three  of  our 
young  people  are  attending  McPherson 
College  this  winter.— Addie  Yoder,  Cordell, 
Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Center  Hill. — Four  of  our  members,  Sam- 
uel Bonner,  Mrs.  Inez  Bowser  Kensinger, 
David  L.  Booher,  Mrs.  Jacob  L.  Bowser  and 
Bro.  Charles  Loy,  have  been  taken  by 
death.  The  September  circuit  rally  was 
held  in  the  Center  Hill  church.  Bernice 
Dowling  presented  a  very  interesting  pro- 
gram in  the  evening  with  her  feltograph  in 
songs  and  colored  lights.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ira  Arnold  were  with  us  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Aug.  13  and  presented  a  program 
of  chalk-drawing,  music  and  readings.  Our 
harvest-home  display  was  very  large.  It 
took  two  cars  to  take  the  fruit,  potatoes 
and  canned  food  to  the  old  folks'  home. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp,  and  Samuel 
McCracken  delivered  it.  Our  pastor 
preached  at  the  morning  service,  Bro. 
Stewart  of  Ford  City  brought  the  after- 
noon message  and  Bro.  L.  B.  Lawrence  of 
Slatelick  brought  the  everting  message. 
Union  meetings  were  held  by  Center  Hill 
and  four  neighboring  churches  Oct.  8-15. 
Mabel  Claypool,  who  is  now  attending 
Bethany,  expects  to  sail  for  India  the  first 
of  January  1951.— Mrs.  Carman  Bowser, 
Kittanning,  Pa. 

Greenville.— On  Oct.  1  we  held  our  coun- 
cil meeting  and  elected  officers  for  the  new 
year.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Lewis  S.  Knepper, 
was  in  charge.  During  the  month  we  will 
have  one  week  of  morning  devotions  over 
radio  station  WCED  in  Dubois.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Myron  Horst,  will  be  the  speaker. 
Our  young  people  will  meet  on  Oct.  12. 
We  have  Bible  study  every  Tuesday  eve- 
ning.—Mrs.  Andrew  Kreps,  Curwensville, 
Pa. 

Huntsdale.— Our  quarterly  church  coun- 
cil met  on  Aug.  15,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  J. 
Linwood  Eisenberg,  presiding.  Bro.  Wayne 
Dick  of  Lancaster  was  with  us  for  one 
week  of  evangelistic  services.  Five  per- 
sons were  added  to  our  church  by  baptism 
during  the  year.  Bro.  Perry  Huffaker  of 
Ohio  was  with  us  for  a  week  of  music  in- 
struction and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
having  him  with  us  again  next  year.  Our 
ladies'  aid  is  quilting  and  making  com- 
forters for  relief.  Twice  we  mended  for 
our  children's  home  in  Carlisle.  Our  all- 
day  harvest  meeting  was  held  Sept.  17.  The 
morning  program  was  presented  by  home 
talent  and  in  the  afternoon  the  sermon  was 
delivered  by  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Luke 
Buffenmyer  of  Newport. — Mrs.  Gains  B. 
Negley,  Huntsdale,  Pa. 

Johnstown,  Walnut  Grove. — Bro.  J.  A 
Robinson  was  re-elected  elder  with  Bro. 
George  E.  Yoder  assistant.  The  Arbutus 
Mission,  at  its  request,  was  granted  the 
privilege  of  becoming  a  separate  congre- 
gation. A  joint  meeting  of  circuits  1  and 
2  was  held  one  evening  with  Bro.  Bhagat 
bringing  the  message.  The  junior  church 
has  shown  a  renewed  interest  and  an  in- 
crease in  attendance.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Robinson 
has  taken  charge  of  that  work  since   the 
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resignation  of  our  assistant  pastor,  who 
left  us  to  take  up  the  pastoral  work  of 
the  Bellwood  congregation  on  Sept.  1  and 
also  to  complete  his  work  as  a  student  at 
Juniata  College.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Ruth  Widdowson  on  Aug.  19.  The 
church  held  a  farewell  service  for  Bro. 
Ankeny  on  Aug.  16.  As  an  expression  of 
appreciation,  an  offering  of  $467  was  given 
to  him  in  the  form  of  a  scholarship  to 
Juniata  College.  Donald  Norris,  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Glenn  Norris  of  Am- 
bler, Pa.,  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  on 
the  evening  of  Aug.  6.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Howard  Shaffer  were  permanently  in- 
stalled in  the  office  of  deacon  on  the  same 
evening.  October  has  been  designated  as 
rally  month.  Each  Sunday  will  have  a 
specific  meaning.  Oct.  1  was  our  semian- 
nual communion  Sunday  and  Oct.  15  will 
be  consecration  Sunday,  at  which  time 
several  children  will  be  dedicated.  The 
Christian  preaching  mission  will  be  held 
in  our  city  this  fall.  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough 
of  Somerset,  Pa.,  will  serve  as  our  guest 
pastor.  Bro.  T.  Wayne  Rieman  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  will  be  the  evangelist 
for  our  meetings  in  February.  Seven  mem- 
bers have  been  received  into  our  church  by 
baptism  and  eight  by  letter  this  quarter. 
Two  have  been  called  by  death.  Our  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  are  Merle 
Mincely,  Mrs.  Blanch  Wertz,  Mrs.  Louis 
Bopp,  Mrs.  William  King  and  Bro.  P.  C. 
Strayer. — Emelia  Gran  Strayer,  Johnstown, 
Pa. 

Koonlz. — Bro.  Albert  Guyer,  who  served 
as  our  summer  pastor,  has  returned  to 
McPherson  College,  Kansas.  Our  young 
people  have  been  very  active  in  church 
and  project  work.  One  of  their  projects  is 
caring  for  the  church  cemetery.  The  wom- 
en's missionary  society  is  studying  the 
book  of  John.  A  new  oil  furnace  has  been 
installed  in  the  church  and  the  inside  walls 
and  roof  have  been  painted.  A  large  paint- 
ing of  The  Lord's  Supper  was  presented  to 
the  church  by  Mrs.  George  Heck.  Our 
regular  council  meeting  was  held  in  Sep- 
tember with  our  elder,  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple, 
presiding.  Officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  Bible  study  and  prayer 
meetings  continue  each  Wednesday  eve- 
ning. On  Sept.  24  we  held  our  harvest  day 
meetings  with  Bro.  Emmert  Frederick  as 
the  morning  and  afternoon  speaker. 
Brethren  Merle  Detwiler  and  D.  I.  Pepple 
serve  as  our  pastors  at  the  present  time. 
We  will  hold  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  15. — 
Mrs.  George  Heck,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Mechanic  Grove. — Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser 
of  Elizabethtown  conducted  our  evange- 
listic meetings.  Four  persons  were  bap- 
tized at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  David 
Bucher  and  Arthur  Wenger  served  as  our 
delegates  to  the  Labor  Day  meeting  held 
in  the  Richland  church.    The  men's  work 


organization  is  harvesting  three  acres  of 
corn  as  their  Lord's  acre  project.  Our  del- 
egates to  district  meeting  are  Naomi  and 
Leroy  Wenger  and  P.  M.  Habecker.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Charles  Bieber,  missionaries 
appointed  to  go  to  Africa,  were  with  us  on 
Oct.  1.  Sister  Bieber  is  supported  by  our 
church.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct. 
29.  Bro.  Howard  Merkey  of  Manheim  will 
be  with  us  for  this  service. — Martha  A. 
Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa. 

New  Enterprise. — At  a  special  council 
meeting  Bro.  Harold  Bowser  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  and  the  following  persons 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon:  Ches- 
ter Gochnour,  Paul  B.  Stayer,  Luke  Bow- 
ser, Willie  Detwiler,  Clyde  Smith  and 
Harold  Over.  Bro.  John  T.  Glick  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  held  a  two  weeks'  meeting. 
Many  homes  were  visited.  Eleven  persons 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
The  baptismal  service  was  held  in  the  new 
church.  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler  was  re- 
elected presiding  elder.  The  regional  youth 
conference  was  held  in  our  church  Sept. 
15-17.  The  sessions  were  held  in  the  old 
church  and  the  meals  were  served  in  the 


basement  of  the  new  church.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Oct.  1  with  Bro.  E.  M. 
Detwiler  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  Mar- 
shall Van  Horn  of  the  Snake  Spring 
church.  Bro.  Landis  Baker  of  Alum  Bank 
preached  for  us  on  Oct.  8,  while  our  pas- 
tor was  holding  a  week  of  evangelistic 
services  in  the  Snake  Spring  church. — Sara 
G.  Replogle,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Quakertown. — Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  Sept.  12,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Glen 
Norris,  presiding;  officers  were  elected. 
The  Achievement  Offering  contributed  by 
our  congregation  on  Sept.  3  amounted  to 
$240.44.  A  representative  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania Temperance  League  was  our 
speaker  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8.  We  held 
our  love  feast  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  15. 
Our  annual  home-coming  was  held  on  Oct. 
22  with  the  morning  service  as  a  harvest- 
home  service.  A  CBYF  rally  will  be  held 
in  the  church  on  Oct.  29.  Our  Co-workers' 
class  had  a  goal  set  to  read  the  entire  Bible 
in  one  year.  Four  persons  in  the  group 
reached  the  goal  and  others  of  the  class 
are  still  reading. — Mrs.  Blondell  Ludwick, 
Perkasie,  Pa. 

West  Virginia 

Crab  Run. — Since  our  last  letter,  we 
have  completed  the  remodeling  of  our 
church.  We  sincerely  thank  all  the  folks 
of  our  church  and  other  churches  who  con- 
tributed labor,  materials  and  money  to 
help  cut  the  expenses.  Following  the  re- 
modeling, we  had  a  service  of  rededica- 
tion.  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing,  former  elder, 
preached  the  rededication  sermon.  The 
morning  sermon  was  preached  by  our  eld- 
er, Bro.  J.  W.  Hess,  and  special  music  was 
rendered  by  the  Matheney  family  and  the 
Harrisonburg  church  quartet  of  Virginia. 
Elder  J.  William  Harpine  of  Staunton,  Va., 
conducted  a  ten  days'  revival  Sept.  14-24 
and,  as  a  result,  ten  persons  were  bap- 
tized. On  Sept.  30  we  held  our  commun- 
ion service  with  our  elder  presiding.  Our 
church  has  decided  to  hold  open  com- 
munion another  year,  to  invite  Christian 
friends  of  other  denominations  to  join  us 
for  the  full  service,  as  is  our  custom.  Three 
of  our  young  people  are  attending  college 
this  winter.  We  plan  to  continue  our 
present  preaching  schedule  during  the  fall 
and  winter,  having  preaching  each  first  and 
third  Sundays.  These  services  are  con- 
ducted by  ministers  from  our  local  and 
neighboring  churches. — Mrs.  Ford  Halter- 
man,  Bergton,  Va. 
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Plastic-Framed    Pictures    and    Mottoes 

Ideal  for  awards  and  gifts.  The  frames  fairly  glisten 
and  sparkle  thus  enhancing  the  pictures  and  texts. 
These  plastic  frames  look  expensive;  yet  because  of 
the  tremendous  quantities  made  we  are  able  to  offer 
them  at  reasonable  price.  They  are  strong,  and  yet 
lighter  than  glass,  and  will  not  break  like  glass. 
Size  2%x33,4  inches.  A  variety  of  dainty  colors. 
Neat  back  with  combination' easel  and  hanger.   (Wa) 

Order  by  number.  Each  15c;  per  dozen  $1.50 

151.  Head  of  Christ 

152.  Christ  in  Gethsemane 

153.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

154.  Christ  at  Dawn 

155.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 

156.  The  Boy  Christ 

157.  Only  One  Life 

158.  Jesus  Never  Fails 

159.  Prayer  Changes  Things 

160.  Head  from  "His  Presence" 

161.  The  Lord  Will  Provide 

162.  We  Would  See  Jesus 

163.  God  Bless  Our  Home 

164.  Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 
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An  African 
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Worships 

God 


SEATED  outside  their  African  home,  Yakabu  and  Pilesar  and  their  baby  set  an 
example  for  Christian  homes  around  the  world  as  they  engage  in  family  worship. 
They  read  God's  Word  in  a  different  language,  and  the  details  of  their  day-by-day 
life  (see  additional  pictures  on  pages  eight  and  nine)  may  be  quite  different  from 
American  ways  of  living.  But  the  message  they  read  is  the  same  as  that  in  our 
family  Bibles.  And  their  devotion  to  Christ  and  his  church  is  just  as  real  as  that  of 
Brethren  families  here.  They  invite  us  not  only  to  worship  with  them  but  to  turn 
these    pages    and    become    better    acquainted  with  the  emerging  church  in  Africa. 
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Man-made  Peace 

I  just  read  "Outlook  for  War  or 
Peace."  You  seem  to  put  final  hope 
for  peace  in  a  man-made  political 
setup  which  is  plainly  of  this 
world.  The  friendship  of  this  pres- 
ent world  is  enmity  to  God  (Je- 
hovah). Yes,  God  will  destroy  this 
world  at  Armageddon  and  then 
peace  will  reign  because  everyone 
that  is  carried  through  that  destruc- 
tion alive  into  the  new  world  will 
be  taught  of  Jehovah. 

Don't  you  believe  the  Scriptures 
or  know  them  not,  that  you  try  to 
perpetuate  this  old  world  through 
"a  worldly  organization?  Satan  must 
be  destroyed  together  with  this,  his 
world,  and  all  those  who  try  to  save 
it. — Clyde  Smith,  Broadway,  Va. 

Our  Position  on  War  and  Peace 

I  was  particularly  pleased  to  see 
the  two-page  spread  on  our  church's 
position  on  war  and  peace.  Spe- 
cifically, the  thing  that  pleased  me 
was  that  the  article  presented 
something  concrete  for  us  as  Chris- 
tians to  do  to  help  organize  and 
stimulate  sentiments  for  peace.  The 
little  declaration  for  peace,  to  be 
signed  and  mailed  in  by  our  people, 
presents  a  very  material  way  of 
expressing  our  sentiments. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  declara- 
tion printed  in  our  Gospel  Messen- 
ger presents  something  for  us  to 
work  on  within  our  own  Brethren 
circles,  and  I  would  like  to  see  such 
a  declaration  along  somewhat 
broader  and  more  inclusive  lines, 
which  we  could  use  to  get  people 
to  put  on  paper  their  sentiments 
for  peace.  However,  this  is  a  begin- 
ning and  if  we  get  our  own  Brother- 
hood to  sign  and  work  for  peace, 
that  will  be  an  accomplishment. 

I  put  the  two-page  spread  on  our 
church's  position  on  war  and  peace, 
with  the  declaration  to  be  signed, 
up  on  our  Gospel  Messenger  bulletin 
board  and  our  pastor  called  atten- 
tion to  it  from  the  pulpit.  This  week 
Lorell  Weiss'  article,  and  the  one 
he  edited,  are  both  going  up  on  the 
bulletin  board,  along  with  the  two 
pages  of  material  on  the  local 
church. — Margaret  Nowak,  Detroit, 
Mich. 

Neglect 

Jesus  plainly  teaches  us  that  it  is 
impossible  to  love  him  without  lov- 
ing our  fellow  man.  How  easy  it  is, 
in  this  mad  rush  that  we  are  living 
in  today,  to  neglect  the  poor.    How 


often  folks  with  good  intentions  just 
don't  get  around  to  visit  the  shut- 
ins;  so  there  they  lie,  alone  and 
forgotten. 

I  know  a  brother,  a  charter  mem-  \ 
ber,  who  helped  to  organize  a  con- 
gregation    in     a    schoolhouse.     He 
spent  his  life's  energy  for  the  church 
as  long  as  he  was  able.    Today,  at  j 
the   age  of  eighty-six,   he   is  lying  i 
in  a  nursing  home  broken  in  health, 
blind,  with  a  broken  hip.    He  lives 
across  the  street  from   the  church; 
he  helped  to  organize  and  next  door 
to  the  pastor  of  the  church.    He  is  t 
neglected  by   both  the  pastor  and! 
congregation.  Yet  he  is  cheerful  and! 
not      discouraged,      just     patiently; 
awaiting  the  Master's  call. 

Yes,  we  are  too  busy  to  visit  the) 
sick  and  the  needy.  Some  day  we 
will  not  be  too  busy  to  die.  I  have; 
never  found  a  greater  blessing  than; 
when  I  visit  a  shut-in  and  see  the: 
smile  of  pleasure  on  his  face  as  l| 
talk  with  him.  —  W.  E.  Burroughs,' 
Independence,  Kansas. 

Prayer 

Prayer  is  -the  mightiest  force  in 
the  world.  This  means  that  enough! 
of  us  praying  often  enough  could! 
make  everybody  in  the  whole  world! 
look  up  and  listen  to  God.  We  couldj 
transform  the  world. 

If  Christian  people  all  over  the: 
world  stopped  for  a  few  seconds! 
several  times  each  day,  to  flash  s\ 
prayer  at  the  President,  our  Sena-j 
tors  and  all  world  leaders,  they! 
would  feel  a  spiritual  power  almoslf 
lifting  them  out  of  their  chairs. 

Most  of  us  can  never  enter  the. 
White  House  and  offer  advice  to  ouij 
President,  but  we  can  give  hirrj 
what  is  far  more  important  thar! 
advice — we  can  give  him  a  lift  intci 
the  presence  of  God.  This  also  in-j 
eludes  leaders   all  over  the  world* 

The  future  of  the  world  depend;; 
upon  whether  you  and  I,  ancj 
enough  others  like  us,  pray  widelj 
enough  and  often  enough. 

Let's  pray  and  pray  and  pray!—. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Funk,  Wichita,  Kansa 

Where  They  Stand 

"It  is  my  conviction  that  no  rea| 
Christian  can  take  part  in  anything 
that  has  to  do  with  war  or  wa 
machinery.  It  is  contrary  to  tb| 
teachings  of  Jesus." 

"We  have  signed  the  World  Citj 
izenship  Pact  and  have  taken  th| 
nonregistrant  position." 


*^*4fMfe&*" 


A  growing  church  is  one  that 
reaches  out  to  those  without  the 
gospel  and  brings  them  into  fel- 
lowship with  God.  The  African 
church  receives  into  membership 
those  who  have  been  thoroughly 
taught  the  Christian  way.  Pic- 
tured here  are  the  Christians  at 
prayer  during  a  baptismal  service 
at  the  Hawal  River  on  Easter 


Sara  Shisler 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  West  Africa 


The  Emerging  African  Church 
Faces  Its  Tasks 


IT  IS  a  young  church  and, 
counting  the  size  by  num- 
bers, it  is  still  a  small  church. 
It  is,  however,  emerging  as  a 
growing,  witnessing  and  life- 
changing  church. 

A  missionary  group  must  de- 
cide what  kind  of  a  church  it 
wants  to  have  emerge  as  a  result 
of  its  efforts.  If  numbers  of  ad- 
herents is  the  goal,  then  all  that 
needs  to  be  done  is  to  lower  the 
ethical  standards  of  the  gospel 
and  large  numbers  of  people  will 
apply  for  membership.  Christ 
and  his  way  of  life  appeal  to 
many  people  who  are  not  will- 
ing to  pay  the  full  price  of  disci- 


pleship.  If,  however,  they  are 
allowed  a  compromise,  they  are 
ready  and  eager  to  enter  the 
church.  But  such  a  church  is 
powerless  in  the  face  of  sin. 
Every  area  of  African  life  needs 
redemption  before  the  new  life 
in  Christ  can  become  a  reality. 
The  emerging  church  is  facing 
its  task  in  all  of  these  areas. 
The  emerging  church  is  a 
church  with  a  message.  Every 
Sunday  volunteer  preachers  go 
into  the  villages  to  preach  the 
gospel.  Each  of  the  organized 
churches  is  supporting  the  work- 
ers in  the  villages  of  their  par- 
ticular area.   These  workers  live 


in  the  villages  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned.  They  con- 
duct classes  of  religious  instruc- 
tion, conduct  Sunday  services 
and  are  the  religious  leaders  in 
those  villages.  Even  though 
some  of  these  men  have  very 
little  training  and  their  wives 
much  less,  out  of  these  villages 
will  come  the  boys  and  girls  and 
the  men  and  women  of  the 
church  of  tomorrow.  Discharged 
lepers  are  also  a  strong  evange- 
lizing force  in  their  home 
villages. 

The  emerging  church  is  build- 
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ing  upon  the  Word.  The  Bible 
is  the  great  textbook  of  African 
education.  To  the  translation  of 
the  Bible  into  the  tongues  of 
Africa  and  to  the  training  of 
young  Africa  to  read  and  under- 
stand and  to  interpret  the  Word, 
the  missionaries  have  given  of 
their  very  best.  Our  people  are 
readers  of  the  Word  and  an  in- 
creasing number  are  doers  also. 
In  polygamy  there  can  be  no 
family  life  and,  therefore,  no 
real  home.  Christianity  cannot 
become  integrated  with  daily 
life  until  there  is  at  least  one 
Christian  family  in  a  village. 
The  Christian  home  has  always 
been  the  nucleus  of  the  church. 
The  two  are  completely  depend- 
ent on  each  other  because  the 
church  is  built  not  only  on  in- 
dividual faith  and  commitment 
but  also  on  family  faith  and  de- 
votion. In  a  pagan  society  wom- 
en have  a  very  long  way  to  go 
in  order  to  become  Christian 
wives    and    mothers.     Through 


women's  work,  home  visitation, 
girls'  classes  and,  more  recently, 
our  women's  training  school  in 
addition  to  the  regular  church 
teaching  channels,  the  women 
and  girls  are  beginning  to  take 
their  place  as  equals  with  the 
men  in  the  home  and  the  church. 
There  are  many  homes  in  which 
family  worship  is  conducted 
daily.  There  are  more  and  more 
family  farms.  There  is  a  com- 
radeship emerging  between  hus- 
bands and  wives.  Parents  have 
a  growing  sense  of  responsibility 
for  the  moral  and  spiritual  guid- 
ance of  their  children.  Both 
women  and  girls  are  taking  an 
active  part  in  church  activities 
and  fellowship. 

Christianity  gives  a  new  sa- 
credness  to  the  human  body. 
The  redemptive  work  of  Jesus 
did  not  overlook  the  bodily  ail- 
ments of  mankind.  Often  his 
redemptive  work  started  with 
the  bodies  of  men.  When  he  sent 
his    disciples    forth    it    was    to 


preach  the  gospel  and  to  heal 
the  sick.  Dirt,  disease,  and  su- 
perstition go  hand  in  hand  in  a 
pagan  society.  The  wastage  of 
human  life  is  appalling  because 
of  these  enemies  to  health.  The 
African  himself  is  helpless  in  the 
face  of  these  conditions.  Here 
are  the  need  and  the  opportunity 
for  the  Christian  doctor  and 
nurse.  So  medicine  and  surgery 
have  become  powerful  evange- 
lists and  interpreters  of  the  gos- 
pel. But  the  field  is  so  large  and 
the  need  so  tremendous  and  the 
doctors  so  few  that  we  feel  al- 
most like  Philip  felt  about  the 
few  loaves  and  fishes  when  he 
said  to  Jesus,  "What  are  these 
among  so  many?"  Our  largest 
contact  with  Moslems  has  been 
in  our  hospitals.  They  come  for 
surgery  or  medicine  and  during 
their  stay  they  hear  the  gospel 
and  see  it  at  work. 

A  visitor  observing  the  kind 
of  work  that  each  missionary  is 

Continued  on  page   14 


EDITORIAL 


Challenge  of  Mohammedanism 
H.  Stover  Kulp 

Garkida,   Northern   Nigeria,   W.   Africa 

THE  emergence  of  the  church  in  Northern 
Nigeria  is  coinciding  with  the  emergence 
of  the  country  into  political  independence. 
Nigeria  is  in  the  throes  of  framing  a  new  con- 
stitution. It  may  go  into  effect  sometime  in  1951. 
It  provides  for  a  federal  state  with  three  main 
divisions.  Northern  Nigeria  is  the  largest  of  these 
and  contains  half  of  the  total  population.  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  Northern  Nigeria  will 
be  a  Moslem  state.  The  majority  of  the  population 
is  Moslem,  but  not  overwhelmingly  so.  Between 
30%  and  40%  are  non-Moslem.  Furthermore,  the 
non-Moslem  population  is  concentrated  largely  in 
one  region.  The  total  population  in  six  of  the 
twelve  provinces  is  75%  non-Moslem.  A  request 
to  have  a  fourth  state  made  up  of  this  largely 
non-Moslem  area  was  brought  up  at  the  constitu- 
tional convention,  but  was  immediately  rejected. 
No  non-Moslem  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  from 
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Northern  Nigeria  to  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion. Since  representatives  to  the  legislative 
bodies  provided  by  the  new  constitution  are  to  be 
chosen  the  same  way  that  these  delegates  were 
chosen,  this  is  an  indication  of  the  difficulty  that 
non-Moslems  will  face  in  the  new  political  setup. 
It  is  inconceivable  that  such  a  large  body  of  people 
will  not  be  involved  in  the  political  action.  It 
is  only  natural  that  the  leaders  will  be  Christians, 
because  up  to  the  present  practically  all  the  edu- 
cation which  this  non-Moslem  group  has  got  has 
been  given  in  mission  schools. 

The  Christians  of  the  emerging  church  in 
Northern  Nigeria  will  have  to  learn  the  art  of 
accommodating  themselves  to  a  non-Christian 
government,  that  is  a  Moslem  government. 

Any  casual  observer  knows  that  Mohammedan- 
ism is  a  political  force  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the 
world  today.  It  is  not  a  state  religion.  It  is  a 
religious  state.  Disabilities  which  Christians  fac 
in  Communist-controlled  areas  are  being  com 
pared  to  those  which  Christians  traditionally 
faced  in  Moslem  countries. 

The  challenge  here  is  twofold.    First,  to  giv 
unselfish  and  honest  political  leadership.   Politic 


in  any  land  is  a  test  of  the  staunchest  Christian 
character.  How  much  more  so  in  a  land  where 
bribery  and  corruption  are  regarded  as  the  natu- 
ral accompaniments  of  political  position! 

The  second  challenge  is  far  more  important. 
It  is  to  maintain  the  essential  Christian  witness  in 
the  midst  of  the  political  conflict.  This  means  two 
things;  (1)  that  the  kingdom  of  God  must  be 
given  first  place.  Interest  in  the  local  and  tem- 
porary must  not  be  allowed  to  absorb  the  energies 
and  interest  of  the  universal  and  eternal  kingdom. 
(2)  The  gospel  witness  must  be  given  in  love 
even  to  those  Moslems  to  whom  they  may  be  op- 
posed in  the  political  conflict.  Christian  grace  will 
be  needed  to  go  beyond  actual  accommodation  to 
whatever  disabilities  living  under  Moslem  rule 
may  require,  to  maintain  an  attitude  of  winning 
love  toward  them. 

A  politically  revived  Mohammedanism  is 
aware  of  the  importance  of  bringing  the  large 
non-Moslem  block  into  the  Mohammedan  fold, 
and  is  using  its  present  political  advantage  to  do 
so.  Attempts  are  made,  and  many  successful,  to 
bring  large  groups,  if  only  nominally,  to  accept 
the  Moslem  religion.  The  people  are  aware  of  this 
pressure  and  would  often  prefer  to  embrace  Chris- 
tianity instead,  if  they  had  someone  to  lead  them. 
The  challenge  in  this  is  only  too  obvious.  It  is 
plain  to  the  "messenger  of  God  who  cometh  late." 

About  a  month  ago  one  of  the  students  in 
our  training  school  came  to  me  with  a  concern  on 
his  heart.  He  had  made  contact  with  some  young 
men  in  the  town  of  Gombi  where  our  district  chief 
is  located,  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  Gar- 
kida.  He  said  they  had  a  hut  where  they  met. 
They  knew  of  Christianity  but  had  no  one  to 
guide  them.  They  were  being  ridiculed  because 
they  were  pretending  to  follow  something  and 
had  no  leader.  They  were  people  of  the  local 
Whona  tribe,  and  lived  in  a  hamlet  at  one  side 
of  the  chief's  town.  Their  leader  was  a  young  man 
I  had  one  time  spoken  to  as  I  passed  through  the 
town.  And  one  of  our  own  Christians  got  a  posi- 
tion in  the  agricultural  department  and  was  sta- 
tioned in  Gombi. 

Recently  I  had  occasion  to  pass  through  Gombi, 
and  stopped  to  greet  the  Christian.  I  told  him 
about  the  group  of  Whona  young  men.  He  wanted 
to  help  them.  So  we  set  out  to  see  their  leader. 
I  told  him  of  his  friend  in  the  training  school 
and  how  I  had  learned  of  their  desire  to  know 
about  the  Christian  way.  I  said  I  had  brought 
them  a  friend  who  could  meet  with  them  from 
time  to  time.  At  first  he  was  strangely  silent. 
Then  he  said  he  was  glad  we  had  come,  but  not 
for  himself.  He  said  at  the  repeated  urging  of 
the  Moslem  district  chief  he  had  just  recently 
been  persuaded  to  embrace  Mohammedanism,  but 
he  wanted  his  friends  to  be  Christians.    It  had 


If  thou  intend  not  nor  seek  nothing  else 
but  the  pleasing  of  God  and  the  profit  of 
thy  neighbor  thou  shalt  have  inward  liberty. 
If  thine  heart  were  right,  then  every  creature 
should  be  to  thee  a  mirror  of  life  and  a  book 
of  holy  doctrine.  There  is  no  creature  so 
little  nor  so  vile  but  it  represents  the  good- 
ness of  God. 

— Imitation  of  Christ. 


come  too  late  for  him!  He  did  not  see  how  he  could 
change  now,  but  he  would  arrange  for  Tagwi,  our 
Christian  friend,  to  meet  with  his  friends  and 
help  them. 

Why  are  God's  messengers  so  often  late?  Late 
to  Japan,  and  we  had  Pearl  Harbor,  Okinawa,  and 
Hiroshima.  Late  to  China,  and  it  is  overrun  by 
atheistic  communism.   Late  to  Africa,  and  — ? 


Not  in  Talk  but  in  Power 

IN  ONE  of  the  few  references  in  Paul's  letters 
to  the  kingdom  of  God,  he  makes  the  interest- 
ing observation  that  the  kingdom  does  not  con- 
sist in  talk  but  in  power.  He  was  thinking 
specificly  about  some  of  the  critics  and  trouble- 
makers in  the  Corinthian  church  who  were  full  of 
words  but  weak  in  spiritual  power.  He  hoped  to 
confront  them,  not  with  arguments — but  with  the 
strength  of  a  completely  dedicated  life. 

We  Christians  are  inclined  to  overrate  talking 
as  a  force  for  the  kingdom.  We  are  impressed 
when  a  speaker  commands  our  attention,  stirs  our 
emotions  and  plays  on  our  prejudices.  We  often 
fail  to  ask  if  he  speaks  from  direct  experience  of 
God  and  if  his  own  life  demonstrates  the  claims 
he  would  make.  Even  those  of  us  who  seldom,  if 
ever,  speak  in  public  can  still  "talk"  our  religion 
more  easily  than  we  practice  it.  We  offer  our 
opinions  freely  and  we  have  our  pet  panaceas  for 
the  difficulties  of  our  friends.  Yet  we  lack  real 
power,  partly  because  we  have  been  deceived  into 
thinking  that  if  we  could  only  "talk  it  out"  we 
would  settle  our  basic  problems.  We  forget  that 
God's  rule  in  our  hearts  does  not  come  simply  by 
our  announcing  it.  We  have  to  give  more  than  lip 
service  to  our  King  before  his  kingdom  will  come. 

A  university  professor  has  made  a  discovery 
that  may  humble  us  —  and  perhaps  silence  us  for 
a  while.  Prof.  Arthur  R.  Laufer  reports  that  if  all 
of  the  eight  million  people  in  New  York  City  were 
to  speak  at  one  time,  the  total  power  they  would 
generate  with  the  energy  of  their  talking  would 
be  just  enough  to  light  a  60-watt  lamp. 

"Not  in  talk  but  in  power."  Paul  was  right. 
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Medical  Work  Contributes 
to  the  Church's  Growth 


NOW  that  I  have  come  to 
know  Christ,  I  no  longer 
fear  pain  or  sickness  or 
death.  I  have  put  my  trust  in 
him.  All  the  false  beliefs  of  my 
father  have  vanished  and  I  rest 
in  peace." 

These  words  come  from  the 
lips  of  an  African  Christian 
whose  tribe  is  still  hostile  to 
those  who  come  with  the  Chris- 
tian message.  Because  he  con- 
tracted leprosy,  from  which  he 
was  cured,  and  then,  years  later, 
tuberculosis,  he  left  his  people 
and  sought  help  from  the  only 
people  who  could  offer  him  help, 
the  Christian  missionary  doctois 
and  nurses.  And  so  he  came  to 
know  Christ,  and  though  he 
must  still  struggle  against  a  dan- 
gerous disease,  he  has  found  the 
only  true  and  lasting  peace. 

A  Boy  Scout  leader  in  Cali- 
fornia once  said  to  me,  "Why  do 
you  go  as  a  missionary  to  the 
African  pagans?  Leave  them 
alone.  They  are  happier  as  they 
are.  You  will  upset  their  peace 
of  mind  by  bringing  them  West- 
ern ideas  and  knowledge.  And 
what  is  more,  they  will  likely 
turn  on  us  some  day  and  then 
we  will  have  to  fight  them." 

One  of  the  greatest  errors  in 
"the  thinking  of  many  Americans 
as  the  idea  that  primitive  peoples 
are  happy  as  they  are,  or  that 
Christianity  or  education  will 
spoil  them  in  some  way.  We 
Americans  continually  congrat- 
ulate ourselves  on  our  great  her- 
itage, our  freedom,  our  wealth 
of  possessions  and  wisdom,  and 
our  application  of  Christian 
principles  to  everyday  living. 
Yet  somehow  we  get  strange 
notions    about   people   in   other 


Lloyd  R.  Studebaker,  M.D. 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

lands.  Perhaps  some  of  these 
come  from  seeing  romantic 
scenes  hatched-out-of -Hollywood 
pictures  which  show  native  peo- 
ples dancing  and  singing  the 
whole  day  long.  Nothing  can  be 
farther  from  the  truth.  Literally 
millions  of  African  people  live 
daily  in  a  state  of  fear,  ill-health, 
semistarvation,  mental  anguish 
and  pain. 

The  only  hope  for  change  to 
a  better  way  of  life  is  through 
Christian  missions,  which  bring 
ministers,  teachers,  doctors, 
nurses,  agricultural  and  other 
workers.  Missions  come  close  to 
offering  what  it  takes  to  bring 
about  the  desired  change.  Other 
forces,  such  as  centralized 
government  control,  trading 
concerns,  African  co-operatives, 
improved    communications    and 


transport,  government  schools 
and  hospitals,  and  agricultural 
schools  which  are  truly  bringing 
great  changes  to  Africa,  leave 
out  the  most  important  factor 
in  producing  a  healthy  Africa, 
and  that  is  the  Christian  mes- 
sage. Christian  missions  are 
building  a  church  in  Africa,  and 
in  addition  they  offer  education 
through  thousands  of  schools 
which  are  run  by  African  Chris- 
tians. They  offer  health  through 
hospitals  which  are  staffed  by 
Christians,  both  black  and 
white.  They  are  helping  the 
people  to  make  and  produce 
those  things  which  will  add  to 
the  comforts  of  living. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  cause  of 
fear,  suffering  and  unhappiness 
among  primitive  people  is  the 
prevalence  of  disease.  In  a  coun- 
try where  a  third  or  more  of  the 
children  die  before  they  reach 
the  age  of  five,  and  where  those 
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Two  Africans  are  walking  along  the  path  through  the  tall  palms  and 
flowering  trees   in  the   grounds   of  the   Garkida  mission  compound 


who  survive  are  often  so  sickly 
as  never  to  feel  well,  or  to  enjoy 
vigorous  games,  how  can  any 
one  think  such  people  live  in  a 
state  of  bliss?  Unhealthy  people 
are  ripe  for  superstitious  beliefs 
and  pagan  worship.  They  are 
constantly  finding  it  necessary 
to  engage  in  native  practices  to 
drive  away  evil  spirits.  They 
must  frequently  consult  the  only 
doctor  they  know,  the  witch  doc- 
tor, whose  rituals  are  often 
harmful  as  well  as  useless.  In 
spite  of  all  this,  disease  and 
death  continue  unchecked,  and 
the  people  live  in  fear  and 
misery. 

The  Christian  hospital  may  be 
the  greatest  single  force  for 
changing  all  this.  Even  in  the 
most  difficult  places,  among  hos- 
tile tribes,  among  Moslems, 
among  pagan  skeptics  and  the 
scoffers  of  Christianity,  the 
Christian  hospital  is  welcome. 
Rulers  and  beggars  alike  flock  to 
the  doors  and,  when  they  are 
healed,  they  are  lavish  in  their 
thanks  and  praise. 

The  Christian  hospital  has 
been  the  forerunner  of  the 
Christian  church  in  many  areas. 
Even  today  in  places  where 
Christian  teaching  is  not  al- 
lowed, there  are  hospitals,  dis- 
pensaries and  leper  treatment 
centers,  staffed  by  Christians.  In 
all  of  these  places,  some  turn  to 
Christ,  because  where  Christ  is 
there  are  those  who  follow. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  no 
religion  other  than  Christianity 
builds  hospitals  alongside  of 
churches  and  thereby  repeatedly 
demonstrates  the  power  which 
healing  the  body  can  have  in 
saving  the  soul,  if  the  healing 
is  done  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  i 

Christian  hospitals  are  the 
greatest  force  in  dispelling  fear, 
superstition  and  evil  native 
practices.  Once  the  people  learn 
that  disease  is  due  to  known 
causes,  which  can  be  prevented 
or  cured  by  scientific  methods, 
they  begin  to  forget  the  witch 
doctor   and   all   that   goes   with 


Health,   peace  and 
faith    in    God    are 


The  Blessings  of  the  Christian  Way 


BECAUSE  my  seven  brothers 
and  I  were  oppressed  by 
our  chief  we  went  into 
another  district  to  seek  school- 
ing. After  I  had  learned  a  little, 
by  the  help  of  Mr.  Petre,  our 
condition  became  better  and  all 
of  our  clan  got  peace  again. 
After  Mr.  Petre  settled  in 
Chibuk,  most  of  them  returned 
again  to  our  village  of  Kaurwat- 
kikari.  This  is  the  first  blessing 
that  I  received. 

At  first,  I  did  not  know  the 
way  of  God,  and  that  through 
Jesus  Christ  one  receives  God. 
For  at  that  time  we  were  spirit 
worshipers.  There  was  a  rock  in 
Chibuk  called  Likama.  It  was 
this  we  trusted  to  help  us  and 
save  us.  Sometimes  we  would 
put  our  pennies  together  to  buy 
a  cow  to  be  sacrificed  at  this 
rock  in  order  that  all  of  us  might 
have  health.  At  that  time  I  was 
suffering  a  severe  body  sickness. 
My  eyes  were  sore  and  very 
painful.  I  gave  my  money  to 
help  pay  for  the  sacrifice  but  I 
was  not  healed. 

A  school  building  was  put  up 
in  our  village,  and  Mwajim  Paul 
came  from  Lassa  to  be  our  teach- 
er. When  Mr.  Petre  was  on  fur- 
lough, Mr.  Minso  also  came  from 
Lassa   and  spent   some  time  in 


him.  Before  Christianity  can  be 
accepted  and  practiced  in  its  en- 
tirety, these  superstitious  beliefs 
and  ignorant  practices  must  go. 
And  so  we  see  in  the  Christian 
hospital  that  force  which  can 
lead  the  pagan  out  of  darkness 
into  the  light  and  which  guides 
those  who  put  their  trust  in 
Christ. 


Bitrus   of   Kaurwatikari 
Nigeria,   West   Africa 


our  village.  It  was  then  I 
learned  more  fully  of  the  Chris- 
tian way  and  publicly  an- 
nounced my  decision  to  follow 
Jesus.  When  Mr.  Petre  returned 
from  America,  Mwajim  Paul  re- 
turned to  Lassa  to  teach  and  I 
assisted  Mr.  Petre  to  teach  oth- 
ers. My  wife  and  I  were  bap- 
tized and  I  spent  a  year  at  the 
Bible  school  in  Garkida  prepar- 
ing myself  for  work  among  my 
people. 

Of  course,  after  I  had  made 
my  profession  and  was  baptized 
I  left  all  the  heathen  worship 
and  trusted  in  Jesus  for  life  and 
health.  And  behold  what  Chris- 
tianity has  brought  me! 

I  had  nearly  lost  both  my  eyes 
but  through  Mrs.  Petre  I  was 
sent  to  the  doctor  at  Lassa  and 
he  healed  me.  Although  one  eye 
had  to  be  removed,  the  other  is 
entirely  well. 

My  body  ailment  continued  as 
I  had  a  very  severe  type  of 
dysentery,  but  while  at  the  Bible 
school  in  Garkida,  I  was  exam- 
ined and  given  treatment,  and 
now  I  am  entirely  well.  I  am 
convinced  that  only  through  Je- 
sus did  I  receive  these  blessings. 
It  was  through  Jesus  that  the 
missionaries  came  and  through 
their  help  I  have  been  healed. 
Otherwise,  perhaps  by  now  the 
dysentery  would  have  been  fatal 
or  perhaps  I  would  have  lost 
both  eyes  and  been  blind.  When 
I  think  of  this  I  am  resolved,  as 
I  have  strength,  to  completely 
serve  Jesus  Christ  until  I  die. 
I  am  Bitrus  (Peter).  May  God 
help  me  to  help  my  people  in 
the  Christian  faith.    Amen. 
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A  CHRISTIAN 


ONE  day  Dr.  Lloyd  Studebaker  started 
out  with  his  camera.  As  he  crossed 
the  Garkida  compound  he  took  pic- 
tures here  and  there.  He  came  to  the 
home  of  Yakabu  and  Pilesar,  who  were 
stalwart  young  people  of  the  Christian 
community. 

Yakabu  had  formerly  worked  in  the 
Garkida  hospital,  then  was  transferred  to 
a  class  in  the  training  school.  Pilesar, 
his  wife,  is  also  in  this  school.  Yakabu 
has  one  more  year  of  study  and  then 
he  will  be  ready  to  go  into  a  village  to 
be  the  teacher  of  the  school  and  pastor 
of  the  church.  He  will  also  keep  a  small 
dispensary  and  give  such  care  as  he  can 
to  the  people  of  the  village. 

As  Dr.  Studebaker  walked  up  he 
found  both  Yakabu  and  his  wife  busy 
about  the  home,  doing  various  bits  of 
work  around  the  place  and  caring  for  the 
baby  who  appeared  to  be  their  chief  pride 
and  joy.  After  the  usual  greetings  were 
exchanged,  the  doctor  asked  that  he  be 
permitted  to  take  several  pictures.  This 
request  was  granted  graciously. 

Scenes  from  home  and  family  life  have 


Top:      Pilesar's    kitchen    cabinet 
rack 


Left':       Yakabu      displays      prize 
tomatoes 
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AFRICAN  HOME 


always  held  special  fascination  for  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  peoples  of  other  lands. 
Especially  in  non-Christian  lands,  the  Christian 
home  is  Exhibit  A  because  it  stands  out  as  a 
living  example  of  the  qualities  and  virtues 
which  the  Christian  church  teaches. 

Christian  characteristics  and  traits  appear 
especially  desirable  when  seen  in  sharp  con- 
trast with  those  which  have  never  had  the 
opportunity  for  change  and  growth.  For  in- 
stance the  co-operation  between  a  Christian 
husband  and  wife  as  they  work  together  to 
erect  the  mud  walls  of  their  house  or  their 
grain  bin,  presents  a  satisfying  picture.  Thrift 
and  good  economy  are  evident  in  the  neat 
bundles  of  cornstalks  carefully  saved  for  build- 
ing compound  and  garden  fences. 

It  is  clear  that  the  family  garden  has  been 
a  mutual  undertaking.  The  husband  has  taken 
equal  pride  with  his  wife  in  its  cultivation,  in 
reaping  and  also  in  displaying  the  harvest.  To- 
gether they  have  worked  for  a  tidy  home,  for 
a  good  supply  of  nutritious  food,  for  the  storage 
of  their  grain  for  the  months  ahead.  They  have 
also  shared  their  time  in  order  that  each  might 
study  in  school. 

Each  picture  demonstrates  the  fact  that  this 
man  and  woman  in  working  together  have 
learned  a  sense  of  responsibility  toward  every- 
day duties,  a  keener  awareness  of  each  other's 
rights  and  the  principles  required  in  building  a 
Christian  home.  Their  home  has  thus  become  a 
worship  center.  (This  scene  is  presented  on 
the  front  cover  of  this  issue.) 

As  Dr.  Studebaker  walked  back  to  his  home, 
he  praised  God  for  the  African  Christian  fami- 
lies who  are  learning  to  work  together,  read 
together,  eat  together,  play  together  and  wor- 
ship together. 


THIS  IS  WHAT  THE  AFRICAN  MISSIONARIES  ARE  DOING 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK:  Ivan  and  Mary  Eikenberry. 
Christina  Kulp,  Clara  Myer,  Claude  and  Marie  Rupel. 
Sara  Shisler,  I.  C.  and  Emma  Jean  Wine. 

EVANGELISTIC  WORK:  Elmer  and  Feme  Baldwin,  Charles 
and  Mary  Beth  Bieber,  James  and  Merle  Bowman, 
Richard  and  Ann  Burger,  John  and  Mildred  Grimley, 
Clara  Harper,  Herman  and  Hazel  Landis,  Charles  and 
Rozella  Lunkley,  Ira  and  Mary  Petre. 

MEDICAL  WORK:  Velva  Jane  Dick,  Evelyn  Horn,  Veda 
Liskey,  Roy  and  Violet  Pfaltzgraff,  Lloyd  and  Modena 
Studebaker,  Ruth  Utz,  Lena  Wirth. 

BUILDING  and  Maintenance:  Lawrence  and  Ruth  Clark. 
Clarence  Heckman,  Herbert  and  Marianne  MichaeL 

SECRETARY:    H.  Stover  Kulp.     - 

TREASURER:    Lucile  Heckman. 


Cornstalks  for  a  future  garden  fence 


Yakabu  and  Pilesar  build  the  wall  together 


DECEMBER    2.    1950 


After  Three  Terms  in  Africa 

THESE  ARE  THE  EXPERIENCES  THAT  I  REMEMBER  MOST  FROM  MY  WORK  IN  THE  HOSPITAL,  SAYS 

GRAYCE   BRUMBAUGH 


THREE  times  I  have  sailed 
for  Nigeria,  West  Africa, 
and  three  times  I  have  re- 
turned on  furlough.  And  now 
as  I  write  I  am  back  in  Lassa 
where  I  have  lived  for  years. 
"What  is  so  rare  as  a  day  in 
June"  in  Nigeria?  The  long  dry 
season  is  over  when  most  vege- 
tation is  brown  and  dry,  when 
the  farms  are  burned  off,  and 
when  water  pools  are  dried  up. 
Now  there  have  been  rains  so 
that  the  grass  has  pushed  shoots 
up  through  the  ground.  The  peo- 
ple have  planted  their  guinea 
corn,  and  now  every  one  is  busy 
hoeing  the  weeds  out  of  the  corn 
with  a  short-handled  hoe.  It  is 
back-breaking  work,  but  most 
people  seem  to  be  glad  when  the 
farming  season  comes.  It  gives 
them  a  feeling  of  security  to  be 
working  in  the  soft,  moist  earth 
again. 

Even  during  this  busy  season 
of  the  year  there  are  always  pa- 
tients at  the  hospital.  Some- 
times after  a  busy  day  at  the 
hospital,  a  day  in  which  the  mis- 
sionary nurse  has  tried  to  help 
patients  to  understand  what 
they  should  do  and  to  teach 
them  principles  of  sanitation  and 
rules  of  health,  which  are  so 
different  from  their  own  tribal 
customs,  the  nurse  looks  back 
over  the  work  of  the  day  and 
reviews  her  labors.  And  then 
she  remembers  those  words 
from  the  Nightingale  pledge,  re- 
peated with  solemnity  so  long 
ago,  "With  loyalty  will  I  en- 
deavor to  aid  the  physician  in 
his  work  and  devote  myself  to 
the  welfare  of  those  committed 
to  my  care."  Recalling  that 
pledge  never  fails  to  make  her 
look  back  over  the  work  she  has 


been  doing,  and  think  again  of 
some  of  the  many  patients  that 
have  come  under  her  care. 
There  are  many  sick  people  who 
come  to  the  hospital,  stay  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  go  back  to 
their  villages  and  their  own 
people. 

The  nurse  cannot  help  but  re- 
member the  little  girl  of  twelve 
years  who  was  brought  in  with 
deep,  draining  abscesses  on  both 
legs.  The  witch  doctor  had 
had  his  try  at  her  first  and, 
when  her  condition  became  de- 
cidedly worse,  her  mother  final- 
ly brought  her  to  the  hospital. 


The  little  girl  stayed  with  us  a 
long  time.  At  first  she  was 
afraid  of  everything.  She  was 
afraid  of  the  "white"  nurse,  and 
of  all  the  nurse  wanted  her  to 
do.  But  gradually  Indabang 
learned  to  know  the  nurse,  and 
was  willing  to  trust  her.  Before 
long  she  was  a  smiling,  cheerful 
child  and  curious  about  all  the 
new  things  about  her. 

Twins  are  disliked  and  feared 
by  the  Margi  people.  They  have 
been  a  superstitious  fear  among 
them  for  ages.  So  it  was  a  real 
opportunity  to  have  a  young 
mother  with  twins  in  the  Lassa 


10 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  weaving  and  the  sewing  in  Africa  are  done  by  the  men.  One  of 
the  Christians  is  working  skillfully  on  a  garment 


hospital.  It  was  a  great  privilege 
to  help  her  to  care  for  the  babies 
and  to  try  to  convince  her  that 
twins  do  not  cause  evil  spirits 
to  harm  their  mother  and  father. 
It  was  a  special  joy  to  tell  that 
God  had  trusted  her  to  care  for 
these  two  young  lives.  It  seemed 
easy  for  her  to  believe  what  we 
taught  her  while  she  was  at  the 
Lassa  hospital  where  she  was 
among  Christian  people,  but  it 
was  a  different  story  when  she 
went  back  to  her  village.  Fre- 
quently she  would  bring  the 
twins  back  to  Lassa,  sometimes 
because  they  needed  medicine 
and  sometimes  just  to  make  a 
friendly  call  and  to  be  assured 
again  by  the  nurse  that  some 
misfortune  had  not  been  caused 
because  she  had  twins. 

In  looking  back  over  the  years, 
the  nurse  thinks  about  some  of 
the  children  who  have  been  in 
the  hospital.  She  thinks  espe- 
cially of  little  ones  who  have 
suffered  so  much  and  so  need- 
lessly because  their  parents  still 
believed  the  native  doctor  could 
cure  them.  For  instance,  there 
was  the  little  girl  who  could  not 
even  come  out  of  her  mother's 
house  because  of  the  huge  ulcer 
on  her  leg.  Finally  the  mother 
was  persuaded  by  the  teacher 
in  the  village  to  let  him  bring 
the  child  to  the  hospital.  Then 
when  the  doctor  said  the  leg 
must  be  amputated  the  mother 
would  have  taken  her  home,  but 
little  Ngwamdayu  spoke  up, 
saying  that  it  would  be  better 
for  her  to  have  one  leg  and  have 
life  than  to  be  dead.  According- 
ly, the  doctor  was  given  permis- 
sion to  do  the  amputation. 
Following  that  Ngwamdayu  was 
at  the  hospital  several  weeks. 
She  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
songs  she  heard  sung  and  the 
Bible  stories  that  were  told.  She 
wanted  to  attend  all  the  services 
which  were  held  three  evenings 
a  week  at  the  hospital  for  the 
patients. 

In  recollection  the  nurse  re- 
members the  new  mother  in  the 
ward  who  was  so  pleased  to  have 


her  first  child.  The  nurse  could 
talk  to  her,  tell  her  better  ways 
to  care  for  her  baby  and  show 
her  that  many  of  the  tribal  su- 
perstitions are  not  true  and  are 
very  hard  on  the  little  new  babe. 
And  then  the  nurse  thinks  about 
the  prenatal  and  postnatal  clin- 
ics where  she  was  able  to  help 
the  young  mothers  and  the  chil- 
dren. She  also  recalls  the  classes 
in  hygiene  and  health  in  the 
women's  school  and  at  the  wom- 
en's meetings,  where  she  really 
became  acquainted  with  the 
women  and  learned  to  under- 
stand how  they  think.  Oh,  there 
are  so  many  other  patients  that 
she  thinks  about.  Of  those  who 
come  from  villages,  some  near 
and  some  far  away.  Of  men  and 
women  who  found  it  is  a  real 
effort  to  make  the  trip  by  foot, 
or  those  who  were  unable  to 
walk  and  were  brought  to  the 
hospital  on  the  back  of  a  donkey. 

Many  times  it  may  seem  to  the 
missionary  nurse  that  her  work 
is  just  the  doing  of  the  common 
tasks  of  nursing,  such  as  bathing 
a  patient,  giving  medicine  or  do- 
ing a  dressing.  However,  as  true 
as  this  may  be,  in  these  routine 
tasks  she  finds  enjoyment.  She 
realizes  a  deep  sense  of  satisfac- 
tion when  the  patient  has  re- 
sponded to  her  care  and  is  able 
to  go  back  to  his  own  people. 
And  there  is  an  added  joy  when 
other  patients  come  to  us  from 
his  village  because  he  has  testi- 
fied that  he  was  cured.  He  has 
built  a  new  faith  among  his  peo- 
ple as  he  told  them  how  he  saw 
that  all  patients,  regardless  of 
tribes,  were  cared  for  alike  by 
the  African  medical  assistants. 
He  could  see  that  they  have 
learned  the  joy  of  helping  every 
one  who  needed  care.  He  had 
been  persuaded  that  the  mission- 
ary doctors  and  nurses  served 
all  in  love  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

Now  at  the  close  of  these 
memories,  the  nurse  earnestly 
prays  that  she  may  be  granted 
the  joy  of  returning  to  the  field 
and  she  breathes  the  prayer,  "O 
Lord  God,  let  us  not  forget  to 


be  kind  to  all  who  come,  and 
let  us  always  remember  that 
'inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me.'  " 


My  Testimony 

Hyelapila  Mshelia 

Headmaster  of  the  Primary  School 

Leprosarium 

Garkida,  Northern  Nigeria,   W.   Africa 

I  HAVE  great  joy  that  I  am  in 
this  fellowship,  which  Jesus 
Christ  has  prepared  for  us. 
I  was  baptized  at  Marama  on 
September  25,  1938.  The  bless- 
ings which  I  have  felt  in  my 
heart  that  have  come  to  me  in. 
this  way  are  unsurpassed.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  this  religion,,. 
I  would  have  had  by  now  a  very 
different  life  indeed. 

I  came  here  a  leper  on  June 
30,  1941.  By  the  blessing  of  God 
I  received  my  dismissal  paper 
saying  I  was  free  from  leprosy 
on  April  24,  1950.  But  I  am  still 
at  the  leprosarium  with  my  wife 
and  child.  My  wife  too  had  lep- 
rosy and  is  now  cured.  I  am  here 
now  to  teach  in  the  school.  Just 
at  the  present  there  are  366  boys 
and  girls  in  this  leprosarium 
school.   It  is  a  place  of  hope. 

My  earnest  desire  for  the  fu- 
ture is  to  know  more  and  more 
about  God.  Also  I  hope  that  I 
may  be  such  a  person  that  even 
when  I  am  visiting  with  a 
person,  many,  many  words 
about  Jesus  may  be  in  our 
conversation. 

Here  are  five  things  among  the 
very  many  that  I  have  found  in 
this  way  of  salvation. 

1.  It  has  taken  away  many 
needless  fears  from  my  life. 

2.  It  has  shown  me  the  way  of 
faith  in  God. 

3.  It  has  taught  me  to  be  more 
patient. 

4.  It  has  shown  me  how  to 
pray. 

5.  It  has  shown  me  the  way  of 
repentance. 
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The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.   Jr. 


Jesse    Zieglei 


Dear  Counselor, 

We  live  in  a  rather  backward 
country  area  and  until  now,  the 
problem  of  clothes  for  our  girls  has 
not  been  too  serious.  Next  year  our 
oldest  daughter  will  go  to  high 
school.  She  is  a  good  girl  but  a  little 
shy.  I  don't  want  her  clothes  to  be 
a  handicap  to  her,  but  we  can't  af- 
ford to  spend  too  much.  How  im- 
portant are  clothes  anyway?  We 
hear  it  is  the  fad  to  wear  a  different 
outfit  every  day  of  the  week  and 
that  many  of  the  girls  are  putting 
their  parents  into  debt  trying  to 
keep  them  dressed  up.  We  don't 
think  this  is  right,  but  we  want  to 
do  what  is  best  for  our  girls. 

A  Concerned  Mother. 


Dear  Friend, 

Clothes,  in  the  lives  of  girls  es- 
pecially, present  a  problem  that  just 
has  to  be  faced  and  you  are  wise 
to  seek  to  establish  some  guiding 
principles. 

As  you  know,  simplicity  in  all 
phases  of  our  life  is  one  of  our  most 
cherished  Brethren  teachings.  When 
this  is  applied  to  our  clothes,  it 
affects  the  number  of  changes  in 
our  wardrobe,  their  elaborateness, 
their  cost  and  the  tendency  to  follow 
every  passing  fad. 

The  fact  that,  in  our  world  today, 
so  many  people  do  not  have  even 
enough  clothes  to  keep  their  bodies 
covered,  let  alone  warm  enough, 
should  be  kept  in  mind. 


Remembering  also  that  we,  as 
Christians,  are  dedicated  first  of  all 
to  the  promotion  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  should  help  us  to  keep  the 
money  we  spend  for  clothes  in  its 
proper  portion. 

Now  as  to  your  immediate  prob- 
lem, I  have  found  that  girls  can  be 
kept  quite  satisfied  with  compara- 
tively few  outfits  if  they  are  not 
conspicuously  different  from  the 
clothes  the  other  girls  are  wearing; 
if  the  garments  are  kept  clean  and 
pressed;  and  if  there  are  enough 
changes  that  the  same  outfit  dees 
not  have  to  be  worn  too  many  days 
in   succession. 

I  would  suggest  too  that  you  join 
the  parent-teacher  organization  and 
lend  your  influence  toward  less  ex- 
travagant dressing.  The  other  moth- 
ers may  be  waiting  for  someone  to 
lead   out   in   this   problem. 

Your   Counselor. 


Hillcrest  School,  an  Experience  in  Uniting  Nations 


HILLCREST  SCHOOL  is 
an  international  Christian 
community.  The  children 
come  from  various  parts  of  the 
world.  This  means  that  all  these 
different  nationalities,  races,  re- 
ligions and  languages  live,  work 
and  worship  together. 

It  is  good  when  we  see  Mo- 
hammedan children  memorizing 
the  Scriptures  and  taking  part 
in  Christian  devotions  with  the 
others.  When  Rosemary  Holder- 
reed  went  home  one  of  the  chil- 
dren wrote  in  a  farewell  letter, 
"May  the  Lord  go  with  you." 
Although  one  cannot  talk  about 
any  great  results,  the  seed  is 
sown.  As  a  Catholic  friend  says, 
"We  can  wait  to  see  the  bloom 
from  upstairs." 

In  one  of  the  rooms  at  the 
boarding  home  one  lad  is  Polish, 
one  African,  one  Lebanese  and 
the  other  an  American  from 
Kansas.  Never  are  children  seen 
enjoying  one  another  more.  The 
parents  of  these  boys  are  timber 
merchants,  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren missionaries,  canteen  own- 
ers  and   Sudan  United  Mission 
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Claude  and  Marie  Rupel 

Jos,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


missionaries.  The  Polish  lad  and 
his  mother  were  in  Poland  for 
eight  years  without  seeing  the 
father.  Balang  comes  from 
Marama.  The  Lebanese  has 
been  with  us  three  years.  Every- 
one is  so  happy  at  his  progress. 
His  people  are  nominally  Cath- 
olic, but  he  says  he  is  going  to 
be  a  Church  of  the  Brethren 
missionary.  The  other  boy  is  in 
Africa  for  the  first  time  with  his 
parents,  always  being  left  at 
home  in  America  before.  Just 
yesterday  a  letter  of  apprecia- 
tion came  from  them  for  this 
school.  Three  of  these  boys  can 
get  around  in  three  languages 
each.  These  are  the  languages 
which  are  used  in  their  homes: 
Arabic,  Hausa,  English,  Polish 
and  Bura. 

Not  long  ago  in  the  middle 
room  at  school  the  American 
Negro  was  elected  president  of 
one  of  their  clubs.  His  parents 
are  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Southern  Nigeria.  In  the  upper 
grades  room  they  are  studying 


the  United  States  government 
and  in  the  election  a  Lebanese 
was  chosen  as  president. 

The  following  is  the  analysis 
of  the  children  who  attended 
Hillcrest  last  term:  Total  num- 
ber of  children  in  the  first  term 
1950 — 65;  boarders — 35;  day  pu- 
pils— 30;  Church  of  the  Brethren 
mission  children  —  8;  Sudan 
United  Mission  children — 8;  oth- 
er mission  children  —  8;  non- 
mission  children  —  41.  The 
breakdown  of  the  nationalities 
was  as  follows:  American,  16; 
Danish,  3;  Swiss,  1;  British,  23; 
Turkish,  3;  Nigerian,  1;  Leba- 
nese and  Syrian,  15;  Indian 
(East),  1;  French,  1;  Swedish,  1. 
Religions  represented  were: 
Protestant,  43;  Roman  Catholic, 
9;  Mohammedan,  10;  Hindu,  1; 
Druze,  2. 

Mr.  Notley  of  the  British 
branch  of  the  Sudan  United 
Mission,  who  is  assisting  us  in 
Hillcrest  at  the  present  time, 
speaks  of  the  school  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: 

"In  praying  for  God's  work  in 
the  Sudan,  do  not  forget  Hill- 
crest School.  It  was  started  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  Church  of 


the  Brethren  mission  in  order 
to  provide  schooling  for  mission- 
aries' children.  Being  located  at 
Jos,  it  not  only  has  the  advan- 
tage of  a  pleasant  and  healthful 
climate,  but  also  makes  it  possi- 
ble to  take  in  children  of  parents 
working  in  government,  com- 
mercial, mining  and  other 
spheres  of  service. 

"There  are  sixty-five  children 
in  the  school,  thirty-six  being 
boarders,  and  the  remainder  day 
pupils.  They  represent  not  only 
all  parts  of  the  English-speaking 
world,  but  also  Nigeria,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  France,  Switzer- 
land, Syria,  Lebanon,  Turkey 
and  possibly  other  countries. 
Their  parents  also  are  of  differ- 
ent religions.  Twenty-four  of 
the  pupils  are  missionaries'  chil- 
dren, the  parents  of  the  remain- 
der following  other  vocations. 

"If  you  can  imagine  these  chil- 
dren as  adults  scattered  all  over 
the  earth  in  a  few  years'  time, 
you  can  realize  what  a  unique 
opportunity  for  doing  good  this 
school  presents.  Not  only  the 
teaching,  but  the  very  experi- 
ence of  mixing  on  equal  terms 
with  boys  and  girls  of  other 
races  and  colors,  is  a  valuable 
factor  in  the  pupils'  education. 
A  visitor  to  the  school  would  at 
once  get  the  impression  that 
here,  at  least,  there  had  been  put 
into  actual  practice  the  precept 
that  'there  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor 
free,  there  is  neither  male  nor 
female;  for  ye  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.'  " 


COMING  NEXT  WEEK 

Since  December  10  is  Universal 
Bible  Sunday  two  articles  lift  up 
this  emphasis.  They  are  The  Bi- 
ble, a  Gift  From  God,  by  Martha 
Martin,  teacher  of  Bible  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  College,  and  Spiritual 
Growth  Through  Bible  Study,  by 
Elmer  Gleim,  a  pastor. 

A  firsthand,  informal  account 
of  what  happened  at  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board  meeting  will 
appear  under  the  title.  You  Are 
Invited  to  Be  Present  as  the  Broth- 
erhood Board  Meets. 


Around   a  family's  thatched  roofed  huts  is   a  fence  for  protec- 
tion against  wild  animals.   This  picture  shows  a  grass  mat  fence 


Home  Visitation  in  Buraland 


Clara  Harper 

Marama,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 


VISITING  in  the  homes  of 
the  Bura  people  is  the  most 
satisfying  experience  that 
can  come  in  a  missionary's  life. 
It  gives  an  opportunity  to  know 
the  people  as  they  live  and  work. 
To  become  acquainted  with  Af- 
rican people  and  to  know  just 
how  they  live  breaks  down  any 
feeling  of  superiority  and  race 
prejudice  and  calls  forth  your 
love  and  your  hope  to  lift  them 
to  a  higher  plane.  Learning 
their  trials,  temptations,  ambi- 
tions and  sorrows  brings  a 
warmth  into  your  heart.  Then 
you  are  able  to  bring  to  them 
the  good  news  of  release  and  to 
help  them  to  be  free  from  their 
burdens  through  knowing  Jesus 
Christ.  Some  of  the  most  valu- 
able experiences  in  my  life  came 
through  visits  to  the  homes  of 
Bura  friends. 

Come  with  me  to  an  old  chief's 
compound.  He  and  his  two  old 
wives  live  in  an  old  tumbled 
down  home.  He  fought  in  many 
of  the  tribal  wars  and  was  pres- 


ent when  the  English  suppressed 
the  fighting  in  the  tribe.  He  re- 
members much  of  the  old  tribal 
history.  Because  he  is  old  he 
knows  that  he  can  do  little  to 
help  to  bring  in  changes  for  the 
future  but  he  has  many  hopes 
and  ambitions  for  his  tribe.  He 
is  interested  in  the  new  ways 
and  the  new  things.  It  was  a 
rich  experience  to  talk  with  this 
old  chief.  Together  we  tried  to 
see  the  good  things  in  their  cul- 
ture and  to  understand  what  we 
Americans,  now  in  their  midst 
as  ambassadors  of  Christ,  could 
do  to  make  things  better.  At  last 
he  said,  "I  am  too  old  to  go  all 
the  way,  but  take  my  sons  and 
grandchildren  and  teach  them." 
I  felt  that  this  was  a  great  chal- 
lenge and  responsibility. 

Often  when  I  call  in  a  home, 
I  listen  to  family  difficulties  and 
help  them  over  hard  places. 
Sometimes  I  can  help  the  wife 
to   see   how   she   can   make   the 
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Is  There  a  Lid  on  Benevolent  Giving? 

Leland  S.  Brubaker 

Secretary,  Foreign.  Mission  Commission 

JESUS,  by  example  and  by  word,  helped  his  disciples  and  friends 
to  understand  more  fully  one  of  the  great  principles  of  life,  that 
of  sharing.  The  greatest  joy  comes  from  giving,  not  from  re- 
ceiving; that  is  what  the  life  of  Jesus  would  say  to  us.  A  man  loses 
the  real  quest  of  life  if  he  secures  nothing  but  wealth  and,  in  so  doing, 
impoverishes  his  spirit.  It  is  the  spirit  of  the  man  that  really  counts. 
Nothing  compares  with  the  joy  that  comes  by  using  a  part  of  that  which 
we  have  received  in  helping  others.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  in 
helping  to  make  others  happy,  we  find  our  greatest  joy. 

Organized  Christian  work  is  the  combined  efforts  of  Christians  to 
help  other  people  experience  a  deeper  knowledge  and  closer  fellow- 
ship with  God.  A  budget  representing  the  financial  needs  of  these 
efforts  is  a  guide  as  to  how  the  financial  resources  of  the  church  will 
be  used  to  support  its  many  activities.  The  high  point  of  achievement 
is  not  in  raising  the  budget,  important  as  that  is,  but  in  the  realization 
that  we.  as  Christians,  are  co-workers  with  God  in  winning  others  to 
Christ. 

The  real  joy,  the  kind  that  stays  by  to  warm  and  mellow  the  soul, 
comes  from  sharing  to'  the  limit  of  our  ability.  Love  admits  no  other 
ceiling.  We  are  to  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  us.  We  know  that 
God's  arm  is  lengthened  by  our  sharing.  No,  there  is  no  lid  on  this 
kind  of  giving  and  there  is  no  end  to  the  joy  which  comes  from  it. 


home  a  more  pleasant  place  to 
live  and  how  she  can  rear  her 
children  better.  Sometimes  I 
can  help  the  husband  to  see  that 
he  should  let  the  wife  be  more 
free  to  carry  out  her  plans. 

By  visiting  we  become  friends 
and  co-workers.  One  family  has 
four  children  sick  with  bad 
dysentery.  One  child  died,  but 
after  we  persuaded  the  parents 
to  turn  away  from  certain  tribal 
customs,  we  were  able  to  cure 
the  other  three.  When  the  fami- 
ly saw  that  their  co-operation 
and  their  obedience  had  saved 
their  children,  they  became  our 
friends.  It  is  hard  to  persuade 
parents  to  see  the  value  of  send- 
ing a  son  who  has  leprosy  to 
the  colony  for  medicine  unless 
we  have  already  won  their 
friendship. 

Often  in  a  new  village  to  get 
into  the  inner  feelings  of  the 
people  is  difficult  at  first.  We 
must  be  patient  and  win  our  , 
way.  This  must  be  done  prayer- 
fully and  thoughtfully.  Haste 
often  hinders  growth.  It  is  a 
great  day  when  the  members  of 
a    family   have    confidence    and 
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faith  in  us.  I  have  worked 
months  on  end  to  win  some 
women  so  that  they  will  let  me 
help  them  in  their  problems. 
Usually  when  we  can  help  a  sick 
child  to  health  then  friendship 
begins. 

Often  in  home  visitation  we 
study  many  phases  of  home  life. 
If  some  one  is  sick  then  we  get 
him  to  want  medicine.  If  a  child 
wants  to  go  to  school,  we  seek 
to  get  the  consent  of  the  parents 
and  to  indicate  ways  to  earn  the 
school  fees.  If  there  is  very  little 
food  in  the  home  we  find  a  way 
to  relieve  the  hunger  and  help 
the  family  to  plant  trees  and  to 
raise  vegetable  gardens.  We 
teach  the  values  of  different 
foods  so  that  the  family  may  be 
more  healthy.  If  the  need  is  for 
sanitary  care  for  the  home  and 
the  children,  then  we  give  all 
the  instruction  possible  to  pre- 
vent disease.  All  these  things 
come  in  with  teaching  about 
the  new  way  of  life  with  Jesus 
as  their  Savior.  In  going  to  them 
we  can  reach  and  touch  many 
lives.  In  sharing  we  often  re- 
ceive more  than  we  give. 

Pray  that  we  as  friends  and 
teachers  may  be  a  great  blessing 


through  example  and  teaching 
that  our  Bura  and  Margi  homes 
will  become  more  Christian. 

As  I  return  from  my  furlough 
I  rejoice  in  the  chance  to  visit 
in  the  homes  of  my  friends  in 
Buraland. 


The  Emerging  Church 

Continued  from  page  4 

doing  would  immediately  be  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  are  teaching  in  the 
schools.  At  first  thought  it 
might  seem  as  though  the  pro- 
gram is  out  of  balance.  The  facts 
are,  however,  that  the  more  rap- 
idly we  train  evangelists,  pas- 
tors, teachers  and  nurses  the 
more  rapidly  the  emerging 
church  can  grow.  Each  time  a 
new  school  is  opened  teachers 
are  needed.  Each  new  station 
that  is  opened  calls  for  African 
staff  as  well  as  missionary  staff. 
Every  village  that  calls  for  a 
teacher-evangelist  increases  the 
need  for  workers.  A  small  staff 
of  missionaries  can  do  more  for 
the  evangelization  of  Africa  by 
teaching  the  African  and  send- 
ing him  out  than  in  any  other 
way.  We  are  pushing  our  train- 
ing program  hard  at  present  for 
the  following .  reasons:  (1)  the 
field  is  open  wide  for  the  mes- 
sage; (2)  the  Mohammedans 
will  win  the  pagans  for  Moham- 
med if  we  do  not  win  them  first 
for  Christ;  (3)  much  of  the  terri- 
tory assigned  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  is  not  yet  occupied. 
We  are  already  very  late  in 
reaching  the  people  in  their  un- 
occupied areas. 

The  outstanding  personalities 
in    the    emerging    church    have 

GROWING    OLD 

There  is  beauty  in  old  lace. 
Healing  in  old  trees; 
Let  me  growing  old 
Be  more  like  these. 
Old  ivories  grow  mellow. 
Pearls  with  luster  glow; 
May  I  growing  old 
More  kindly  tolerance  show. 
— Charlotte  Brubaker  Lewis. 


been  written  about  from  time  to 
time.  They  are  the  men  and 
women  who  are  serving  as  pas- 
tors, as  members  of  local  church 
committees,  as  wise  counselors 
on  church  administration  and  in- 
digenous procedure.  They  are 
mature  and  some  of  the  men  are 
looking  forward  to  pastoral 
training  and  ordination  to  the 
ministry.  Another  training  class 
will  be  started  this  coming 
January. 

The  African  is  essentially  a 
man  of  the  soil.  To  a  visitor  ob- 
serving African  farming  meth- 
ods it  might  appear  that  the 
missionaries  have  done  little  to 
improve  the  style  of  agriculture 
or  to  influence  the  size  of  the 
farms.  Farming  methods  are 
very  primitive,  and  there  is 
much  uncultivated  land.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  food 
raised  and  of  produce  raised  for 
market.  The  gardens  of  the  mis- 
sionaries have  created  an  ambi- 
tion in  some  people  to  try  new 
crops  and  to  add  variety  to  their 
diet  or  money  to  their  purse. 
The  same  is  true  of  native  in- 
dustries. There  is  great  need  for 
more  industrial  teaching,  but 
the  many  skilled  and  unskilled 
workers,  as  well  as  the  increas- 
ing number  of  native  industries 
which  are  growing  up,  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  fact  that  missions 
have  not  neglected  the  training 
of  the  hands  as  part  of  the  way 
of  life  in  Christ.  The  history  of 
missions  proves  that  faith  in 
Christ  is  productive  of  an  en- 
riching industry  and  personal  in- 
itiative in  general,  for  wherever 
the  gospel  has  penetrated,  a  new 
spirit  of  industry  has  been 
created. 

The  outstanding  needs  of  the 
emerging,  church  are  prayer, 
guidance,  more  literature,  more 
missionaries,  more  African 
workers.  These  needs  cannot  be 
met  without  you  any  more  than 
the  church  here  in  Africa  could 
have  been  started  without  you. 
)(OU  are  very  essential  to  the 
emerging  church. 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois.— Editor. 


Footprints  in  the  Trail.  Will  C. 
Minor.  Bellevue  Books,  1950.  232 
pages.  $2.50. 

High  in  the  Colorado  Rockies,  on 
Pinon  Mesa,  is  a  sheepherder  who 
writes  of  the  wild  life  about  him. 
The  beauty  of  language  and  the 
intimate  pictures  of  the  subjects  of 
these  stories  make  this  a  book  to  be 
treasured  by  young  and  older  lovers 
of  nature. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Song  of  the  Cave.  Edward  F. 
Murphy.  Bruce  Publishing  Com- 
pany, 1950.  214  pages.   $2.50. 

Unusually  delightful  and  appeal- 
ing is  this  novel  based  on  the  story 
of  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  written  by 
the  author  of  The  Scarlet  Lily.  It 
is  a  reverent  portrayal  of  the  faith 
that  was  Israel's  as  it  molded  the 
lives  of  devout  citizens  of  Bethle- 
hem and  spread  its  influence  even 
into  heathen  Moab;  the  hope  of  the 
coming  Messiah  is  probably  over- 
played, but  it  does  not  seem  out  of 
place.  The  plot  construction  is 
plausible;  where  the  Bible  story 
does  not  give  details  Father  Murphy 
has  supplied  them  ingeniously  and 
to  our  satisfaction.  He  has  demon- 
strated that  a  clean  novel  can  be 
written  about  this  period  of  Jewish 


history,  thus  bringing  into  unfavor- 
able relief  other  much-vaunted  fic- 
tion based  upon  the  same  general 
era.  It  is  more  than  an  ordinary 
pleasure  to  recommend  this  book  to 
readers  who  enjoy  wholesome  fic- 
tion.— Ora  W.  Garber. 

Martin  Bulterfield.  John  Burgan. 
Winston,  1950.  210  pages.  $2.50. 

Anyone  who  has  ever  been  ten 
years  old,  or  has  ever  loved  a  ten- 
year-old,  will  enjoy  reading  about 
Martin  Butterfield.  Several  re- 
viewers have  compared  Martin  to 
Tom  Sawyer  or  Penrod,  though,  in 
truth,  Martin  is  strictly  incom- 
parable. The  sparkling  winsomeness 
with  which  Mr.  Burgan  draws  his 
characters  would  indicate  that  he 
too  had  once  been  ten  years  old. 
Though  the  story  is  concerned  with 
the  typical  summer  vacation  ad- 
ventures of  a  small  boy  and  is  set  in 
the  small  rural  town  locale,  the 
author  resists  the  temptation  to  be- 
come sentimental  and  maudlin  to 
which  so  many  writers  succumb. 
Though  the  book  contains  little  that 
has  a  directly  religious  connotation, 
yet  it  is  very  wholesome  and  worth- 
while entertainment.  —  Vernard 
Eller. 


Two  African 
women  going 
into  the  river, 
where  baptism 
will  be  admin- 
istered by  H. 
Stover  K  u  1  p 
and  Wayne 
Parris 


DECEMBER   2,    1950 
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S.  L.  Barnhart  and  Floyd  Yearout  have  been  chosen 
as  delegates  to  Standing  Committee  by  the  Northern 
California  District. 

Waynesboro  church,  Va.,  will  broadcast  over  station 
WAYB  (1490)  each  Sunday  morning  at  11:00  a.m. 
(E.S.T.),  during  the  month  of  December. 

Mary  Velma  Ober  and  Mrs.  Harriett  Bright  arrived 
in  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  on  the  S.S.  Andrea  Luckenback 
from  China  on  Sunday,  Oct.  31.  Miss  Ober's  address  is 
now  927  Richmond  St.,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Bright's 
address  is  %  J.  Homer  Bright,  R.  1,  Union,  Ohio. 

A  third  annual  united  appeal  for  relief  and  inter- 
church  aid  and  service  to  refugees  will  be  conducted 
during  the  1951  Lenten  season.  The  theme  will  be 
"One  Great  Time  of  Sharing."  Current  needs  such  as 
those  in  Korea  and  the  completion  of  the  DP  program 
will  receive  major  attention.  Over  twenty  denomina- 
tions are  expected  to  participate. 

Dr.  Francis  Carr  Stifler,  secretary  for  public  rela- 
tions of  the  American  Bible  Society,  will  speak  for  the 
fifth  season  on  the  Bible  over  the  Mutual  Broadcasting 
Company.  Dr.  Stifler  will  be  heard  on  Tuesdays  from 
Dec.  5  to  Jan.  30  on  the  program,  Faith  in  Our  Time, 
from  10:15  to  10:30  a.m.  (E.S.T.).  His  themes  will  be: 
Dec.  5— Bibles  for  Korea;  Dec.  12— Have  You  Thought 
of  Giving  a  Bible?;  Dec.  19— -The  Bible  for  Our  Fighting 
Men;  Dec.  26— After  Christmas  What?;  Jan.  2— The  Bi- 
ble Through  the  Centuries;  Jan.  9 — Reading  the  Bible; 
Jan.  16 — Living  the  Bible;  Jan.  23 — Sharing  the  Bible; 
Jan.  30 — The  Bible  in  Communist  China. 

Any  Brethren  who  will  be  living  in  or  visiting  Flor- 
ida this  winter,  will  want  to  attend  or  visit  our  churches 
there.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Florida  churches 

and  Jheir  locations: 

I 
Arcadia,  Pasco  Ave.  and  E.  Hickory  St.,  Arcadia,  Fla. 

Pastor,  B.  F.  Long,  25  N.  Mills  Ave.,  Arcadia,  Fla. 
Clay  County,  2V2  miles  west  of  Doctors  Inlet,  Fla. 

Elder,  A.  D.  Crist,  801  E.  Plymouth  St.,  Tampa  3,  Fla. 
Jacksonville,  4065  College  St.,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Pastor,  S.  Ira  Arnold,  1800  Blanding  Road,  Jackson- 
ville 5,  Fla. 
Miami,  N.  W.  Ninety-fifth  St.,  at  Sixth  Ave.,  Miami  38, 
Fla. 
Elder,  C.  E.  Bower,  1568  Indiana  Ave.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 
Okeechobee,  S.  Parrott  Ave.,  Okeechobee,  Fla. 

Pastor,   Walter   R.   Replogle,   Box   547,   Okeechobee, 
Fla. 
Sebring,  Pine  and  Oak  Sts.,  Sebring,  Fla. 

Pastor,  H.  B.  Heisey,  42  Magnolia  Ave.,  Sebring,  Fla. 
Sunnyland,  in  Lorida,  Fla. 

Elder,  C.  E.  Bower,  1568  Indiana  Ave.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 
Tampa,  Fiftieth  St.  and  Twentieth  Ave.,  Tampa,  Fla. 
Pastor,  A.  D.  Crist,  801  E.  Plymouth  St.,  Tampa  3, 
Fla. 
Winter  Park,  Clay  St.  and  Harmon  Ave.,  Winter  Park, 
Fla. 
Pastor,  Floyd  N.  Biddix,  411  Westminster  Ave.,  Or- 
lando, Fla. 
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A  History  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Mary- 
land is  wanted  by  Ruth  G.  Young,  R.  2,  Greencastle, 
Pa.    Anyone  having  a  copy  may  correspond  with  her. 

The  Charles  Lunkley  family  arrived  in  Lagos  on 
Nov.  11.  They  left  New  Orleans  Sept.  29,  1950,  on  the 
SS  Del  Sol.  Their  address  is  Garkida,  via  Jos  and 
Damaturu,  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 

The  Midcentury  White  House  Conference  on  Chil- 
dren and  Youth,  soon  to  be  held  in  Washington,  fifth 
in  a  series,  will  show  a  remarkable  breadth  of  interest. 
No  fewer  than  4,600  selected  delegates  are  expected, 
from  all  over  the  country.  (WP) 

Sister  Nora  Sink,  wife  of  Robert  Sink,  passed  away 
Sunday,  Nov.  19.  Bro.  Sink  was  preaching  in  the 
Mexico  church,  Ind.,  at  the  time.  She  was  the  mother 
of  Clarence  Sink,  pastor  of  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Galbreth  of  Speedway,  Ind.  Sister  Sink 
died  suddenly  at  her  home  after  a  few  days'  illness. 
A  fuller  account  of  her  life  will  appear  later. 

Pleasant  Hill  church.  Southern  Virginia,  will  hold 
its  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  Dec.  15-17.  Bro. 
A.  N.  Hylton,  a  charter  member  and  former  elder  of 
the  church,  will  speak  on  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  17. 
There  will  also  be  an  afternobn  service.  All  nonresident 
members  and  former  members  are  especially  invited 
to  attend  these  services.  Bro.  Rufus  McDannel  is  the 
pastor. 

A  letter  signed  by  three  leading  commission  officials 
was  sent  to  the  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter- 
national Affairs,  which  is  asking  for  special  observance 
of  Human  Rights  Day  on  Dec.  10,  the  day  on  which 
the  United  Nations  adopted  the  Declaration  in  1948. 
Although  the  Declaration  has  "no  legally  binding  pow- 
er, it  has  colored  legislative  acts.  The  continued  effec- 
tiveness of  the  Declaration  as  a  standard  and  as  an 
incentive  will  be  in  large  measure  dependent  upon  an 
enlightened  public  opinion."  Signers  of  the  letter  were 
Baron  F.  M.  Van  Asbeck  of  the  Netherlands,  president 
of  the  commission;  Kenneth  G.  Grubb  of  Great  Britain, 
chairman;  and  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde  of  the  United 
States,  director.  The  commission  is  a  joint  agency  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council. 

Plymouth,  Ind.,  is  making  an  effort  to  "encourage 
remembrance  of  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas."  A 
life-size  exhibition  of  five  Biblical  scenes  from  the  birth 
and  life  of  Christ  is  shown  on  the  courthouse  lawn 
from  Dec.  17  to  Jan.  1.  The  figures  were  made  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  S.  Walker,  who  live  on  a  farm  near 
there.  Colorfully  painted  and  artistically  lighted,  the 
five  scenes  are:  the  shepherds — three  robed  figures  and 
twenty-nine  sheep.  The  manger  —  Mary,  the  Christ 
child,  Joseph,  innkeeper,  shepherds,  three  wise  men 
and  animals  in  the  stable.  A  large  silver  star  shines 
overhead.  The  three  wise  men  leave  with  their  camels. 
Flight  into  Egypt — Mary,  the  Christ  Child  and  Joseph 
are  guided  by  an  angel  on  their  flight  into  Egypt. 
Christ  in  the  temple  talking  to  the  heads  of  the  church. 
A  display  will  also  be  shown  at  Easter  time,  with  the 
crucifixion  scene  on  Good  Friday  and  the  tomb  with 
the  stone  rolled  away  on  Easter  Sunday. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the  Christian  Life 


Miss  Sarah  Chakko,  secretary  of  the  World  Council's 
Commission  on  the  Life  and  Work  of  Women  in  the 
Church,  arrived  in  New  York  on  Nov.  8  from  the 
Geneva  headquarters  for  a  five-week  speaking  and 
consultation  tour.  The  Indian  church  woman,  on  leave 
of  absence  as  president  of  Isabella  Thoburn  College, 
Lucknow,  India,  has  been  visiting  Chicago,  111.,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  attending  meetings  of  the 
United  Council  of  Church  Women,  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference,  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Y.W.C.A.  and  the  American  Friends  of  the  World  Coun- 
cil in  New  York  City.  She  will  return  to  Geneva  on 
Dec.  16. 


Bridgewcrter  College 

The  seventy-first  session  of  the  college  opened  with 
an  enrollment  of  434.  Fifty-one  per  cent  of  this  number 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  There  are 
thirty-five  ministerial  students  enrolled. 

Religious  emphasis  week  was  observed  on  Oct.  9-13 
with  Paul  M.  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  as  the  leader.  Bro.  Robinson's  thoughtful 
and  deeply  spiritual  messages  and  his  excellent  work 
in  counseling  with  students  made  this  week  a  high  light 
for  both  students  and  faculty. 

Home-coming  was  held  on  Oct.  28  with  a  large  group 
of  alumni  in  attendance.  The  main  feature  of  the  day 
was  a  football  game  with  Randolph-Macon  College  in 
the  afternoon.  A  business  meeting  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  a  tea  for  alumni  following  the  game,  and 
an  evening  program  presented  by  the  music  faculty 
with  Ann  Cebrat  ('36)  as  guest  soloist,  concluded  the 
day's  events.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  Marianne 
Kneisel  string  quartet  of  Blue  Hall,  Maine,  rendered  a 
program  of  chamber  music  in  Cole  Hall. 

At  a  recent  chapel  service.  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  pastor 
of  the  Bridgewater  church,  extended  in  behalf  of  all 
the  churches  of  Bridgewater,  an  invitation  to  resident 
students  to  become  associate  members  of  the  local 
congregations.  Approximately  150  students  were  re- 
ceived into  the  associate  membership  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  quite  a  number  affiliated  themselves 
with  other  denominations. 

Memorial  Hall  has  recently  been  renovated  in  such 
a  way  as  to  utilize  more  adequately  the  space  on  the 
second  floor.  It  has  been  designed  especially  to  fit  the 
needs  of  the  music  department  and  at  the  same  time 
to  conserve  the  historical  features  of  the  chapel.  The 
original  seats  and  pulpit  stand  along  with  portraits  and 
paintings  will  be  retained  in  this  room.  A  lounge  and 
a  number  of  studios  have  been  provided  at  the  rear  of 
this  room. 

At  the  regional  conference  held  at  Roanoke  in 
August,  the  women  of  the  region  decided  to  raise  funds 
for  the  construction  of  a  home  economics  building  on 
the  campus.  This  is  a  part  of  the  ten-year  development 
program  of  the  college. 

The  spiritual  life  institute  scheduled  for  Jan.  3-5, 
1951,  will  feature  Henry  Hitt  Crane,  pastor  of  the 
Central  Methodist  church  of  Detroit,  as  the  guest 
speaker.  Others  who  will  bring  special  messages  during 
the  institute  include  Roy  D.  Boaz,  Glen  Weimer,  Ernest 
M.  Wampler,  Ora  DeLauter,  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Ken- 
neth McDowell,  William  G.  Willoughby,  and  Warren  D. 
Bowman.  Rufus  B.  King  will  serve  as  director  of  the 
institute. 


Bethany  Hospital 

The  trustees  of  Bethany  Hospital  met  on  Nov.  5, 
1950,  for  the  annual  fall  meeting.  In  this  group  are 
W.  R.  Bollinger,  chairman,  Mrs.  Nettie  Weybright, 
Chauncey  Shamberger,  Harvey  Long,  Ray  Petersime 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Rohrer.  Trustee  emeritus  A.  C. 
Wieand  also  met  with  the  group. 

Approval  was  given  by  the  trustees  for  the  hospital 
employees  to  enter  the  new  Social  Security  plan  for 
nonprofit  institutions.  This  is  the  first  time  it  has  been 
possible  for  employees  of  Bethany  Hospital  to  partici- 
pate in  a  retirement  plan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  M.  Studebaker.  administrator  of 
the  hospital,  spent  two  months  this  fall  traveling  in 
the  Western  Region  in  the  interest  of  the  nursing  edu- 
cation project.  Seven  district  meetings  were  included 
in  the  itinerary  as  well  as  many  individual  calls. 

Mr.  John  C.  Eller,  assistant  administrator,  and  Miss 
Edith  Bleiler,  superintendent  of  nurses,  attended  the 
National  Hospital  Association  convention  in  Atlantic 
City  recently. 

The  Nelly  Wondergem  Shamberger  memorial  fund, 
which  was  recently  established  by  friends,  will  be  used 
to  furnish  a  chapel  in  the  new  nurses'  home  and  nurs- 
ing education  building  at  Bethany  Hospital. 

The  American  College  of  Surgeons  has  recently 
made  its  regular  study  of  Bethany  Hospital  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  membership  in  that  accrediting 
agency. 

The  Bethany  Hospital  Auxiliary  had  its  annual 
meeting  Nov.  3.  They  report  a  membership  of  130  in 
8  states,  and  the  amount  of  approximately  $3,000  raised 
during  the  year  for  the  hospital. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,   Fla.,   in  the   Sugar 
Creek  church,  Ohio,  Nov.  27— Dec.  10. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Tire  Hill  church.  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Haxtun  church,  Colo. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Albright  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Greenville  church,  Ohio. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Del. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Maple  Spring  church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Jackson  Park  church,  Tenn. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,   Ohie. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Woodland  church,  111. 

Fourteen   baptized   in   the   Pleasant   Hill    church,    Pa. 

Forty-two  added  to  the  Central  church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

One  baptized  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Farrenburg  church. 
Mo. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Tampa  church, 
Fla. 

Twelve  baptized  and  six  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Lynchburg 
church,  Va. 

Nine  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  New  Paris 
church,  Ind. 

Eleven  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Happy 
Corner  church,  Ohio. 

Twenty-two  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  Conewago  church,  Pa. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  3 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  The  Stewardship  of  Life. — Rom.  12:  1-8; 
2  Cor.  8:1-9;  Phil.  2:19-30;  4:18-20.  Memory  Selection:  I  appeal 
to  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God.  to  present  your 
bodies  as  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to  God,  which  is 
your  spiritual  worship.    Rom.  12:  1  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  December.  Tremendous  Trifles. 
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Air-view  of  Kossel,  Germany 


Foto  Thieme,  Kassel 


Europe's  Unending  Need 


THE  first  question  which  natu- 
rally comes  into  the  mind  of 
people  when  they  see  the  above 
recent  air-view  picture  of  Kassel 
is:  How  do  people  live  under  such 
conditions? 

Brethren  Service  workers  who 
saw  the  ruins  and  human  suffering 
in  Kassel  asked  themselves  this 
same  question.  After  closer  contact 
with  the  people  living  under  these 
conditions  (150,000  former  residents 
and  several  thousand  refugees  of 
all  categories),  it  was  only  natural 
to  decide  that  a  large  portion  of 
our  available  material  aid  should 
be  concentrated  in  the  Kassel  area. 
How  do  people  live  under  such 
conditions?  This  question  can  prob- 
ably be  answered  best  by  one  who 
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W.  Ray  Kyle 

Brethren  Service  Center 
New  Windsor,   Maryland 


lives  with  the  people  and  knows 
their  problems  intimately.  Such  a 
man  is  Pastor  Hugo  Piesch  who 
ministers  to  the  barracks'  settle- 
ment in  the  Mattenberg  district  of 
Kassel.    He  writes: 

.  .  .  These  barracks  will  be  inhab- 
ited by  families  who  had  returned  to 
Kassel  too  early  and  who  in  many 
cases  had  lived  in  cellars,  former  air- 
raid shelters  and  in  ruins,  which  must 
now  be  cleared  ...  In  1945  the 
Americans  placed  the  whole  settle- 
ment  at   the   disposal   of   DP's.   .   .   . 

One  of  the  barracks  has  been 
rented  by  the  church.  It  is  now  being 
used  for  church  services,  as  a  parson- 


age and  for  the  Protestant  kinder- 
garten. A  parish  will  now  be  formed 
of  people  who  came  here  from  various 
countries,  who  had  formerly  belonged 
to  different  communities  and  in  many 
cases  had  never  had  any  connections 
with  the  church.  This  task  will  only 
be  possible  if  the  work  of  divine  love 
and  of  love  for  one's  fellow  man  is 
not    only    preached   but    lived.    .    .   . 

As  the  temperature  inside  the  rooms 
(of  the  barracks)  is  the  same  as  out- 
side, heating  is  very  expensive,  es- 
pecially in  winter.  There  are  not 
sufficient  woods  in  the  neighborhood 
so  that  everybody  can  gather  fire- 
wood. .  .  .  There  is  nearly  always  a 
shortage  of  bedclothes.  .  .  .  Larders 
or  cupboards  are  likewise  out  of  the 
question;  therefore,  a  corner  on  the 
floor  must  serve  this  purpose. 

The  children  cannot  attend  school 


in  bad  weather,  because  the  one  pair 
of  shoes  is  torn  and  there  is  no  money 
to  pay  the  cobbler.  Many  men  have 
only  one  pair  of  trousers,  often 
patched  up  in  many  places.  The 
women  complain  they  cannot  attend 
church  services  on  account  of  their 
poor  dresses.  The  children  outgrow 
their  few  garments  and  new  clothing 
cannot  be  bought. 

The  tidy  families,  especially,  suffer 
from  the  fact  that  during  the  warm 
season  some  vermin  makes  itself  felt 
again.  Most  of  the  barracks  have  no 
cellars.  Women  suffer  from  ab- 
dominal complaints  and  children  are 
in  bad  health.  Many  ought  to  be  on 
a  special  diet,  but  this  is  too 
expensive. 

It  will  take  some  time  till  all  these 
people  will  get  along  with  each  other. 
Those  consider  themselves  wisest 
who  keep  aloof,  because  grudges  and 
envy  are  predominant.  The  confined 
living  conditions,  the  thin  partition 
walls  favor   strife   and   quarrels.   .   .   . 

A  Christian  community  can  spring 
into  being  and  the  miracle  of  faith 
and  love  can  come  true  here  only 
if  these  people  would  feel  that  there 
is  still  love  abroad.  Those  who  have 
plenty  cannot  expect  that  these  many 
people  will  bear  their  fate  in  devotion 
as  long  as  their  fellow-creatures,  who 
have  an  easier  life,  do  not  lend  them 
a  helping  hand  and  are  not  ready  to 
make  some  sacrifice. 

Everything  that  is  brought  into 
Mattenburg  through  the  church's 
world-wide  work  of  charity  will  help 
these  people  to  regain  confidence  and 
faith  and  build  up  their  lives  on  these 
forces,  thereby  becoming  the  Lord's 
free  and  happy  children. 


In  this  sense,  these  valuable  gifts 
assist  us  in  building  up  a  communion 
of  Jesus  Christ  among  these  our 
poorest  brethren  and  sisters.  May  the 
Lord  bless  these  gifts  for  the  benefit 
of  givers  and  receivers  alike. 

There  are  many  heart-warming 
stories  of  sharing  coming  out  of  the 
refugee  camps  that  should  make 
us  stop  and  think.  Pastor  Piesch 
tells  just  such  a  story  of  Frau 
Schattling,  a  refugee,  who  with  her 
three  children  occupied  a  small 
room  in  the  barracks'  settlement  at 
Mattenberg. 

The  incident  began  when  Frau 
Johanna  Schulze,  a  war-widow,  fled 
with  two  children  from  the  Eastern 
Zone  of  Germany  hoping  to  save  the 
life  of  her  tuberculosis-infected 
daughter.  (It  is  estimated  that 
about  50%  of  the  children  in  the 
Eastern  Zone  are  susceptible  to 
tuberculosis.) 

As  a  "political  fugitive"  (having 
crossed  the  zonal  border  illegally) 
Frau  Schulze  was  not  admitted  as 
a  resident  and,  therefore,  not  en- 
titled to  a  ration  card  or  the  small 
government  relief  payment.  Her 
sick  "child  was  finally  transferred  to 
a  tuberculosis  sanatorium,  one  of 
several  in  the  Kassel  area  which 
have  received  help  from  Brethren 
Service. 

Finding  a  place  to  sleep  or  food 
to  eat  for  herself  and  her  seven- 
year-old  son,  Rainer,  would  have 
been  almost  impossible  had  it  not 
been  for  the  kindness  of  Frau 
Schattling.  The  latter,  fighting 
through  hunger  and  misery  with 
her  own  three  children,  was  willing 


Frau  Schulze  ex- 
amines the  "floor 
cupboard"  which 
has  been  replen- 
ished with  a  gift  of 
food.  Little  Rainer 
is  in  his  underpants 
as  his  only  trousers 
are  being  laun- 
dered. The  girl  is 
one  of  Frau  Shatt- 
ling's    children 


to  share  with  another!  Frau  Schatt- 
ling even  gives  part  of  her  meager 
relief  payment  to  Frau  Schulze. 

Current  needs  for  Kassel  are 
clothing  for  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren; bedding,  such  as  sheets, 
blankets  and  pillowcases;  food,  both 
dried  and  canned;  and  last,  but  not 
least,  a  thousand  dozen  diapers. 


Foto  Thieme, 
Kassel 


Note:  There  are  several  kinds  of 
refugees.  Here  are  the  technical 
definitions  of  each  type. 

Expellees  are  people  of  German 
ethnic  origin  who  were  living  out- 
side Germany  in  the  eastern  Euro- 
pean countries.  As  directed  under 
the  Potsdam  Agreement,  these  peo- 
ple were  forced  to  leave  their  homes 
and  return  to  Germany  by  order  of 
their  respective  governments.  Most 
of  these  people  had  been  living  for 
many  years  in  the  countries  from 
which  they  were  expelled  and  con- 
sidered themselves  citizens  there. 
This  sudden  uprooting  of  several 
million  innocent  people  is  one  of 
the  great  tragedies  of  our  century — 
it  is  estimated  that  more  than  two 
million  of  these  people  perished 
making    the    journey    to    Germany. 

The  displaced  persons  are  those 
people  who  were  living  in  Germany 
at  the  end  of  World  War  II  having 
been  brought  or  having  come  to 
Germany  from  other  European 
countries  as  a  result  of  German 
military  action.  Most  of  these  peo- 
ple did  not  return  to  their  old  homes 
in  eastern  Europe  for  political 
reasons  such  as  opposition  to  com- 
munism. It  is  this  type  which  are 
being  resettled  in  America  under 
the  Displaced  Persons  Act.  How- 
ever, there  are  thousands  of  "hard 
core"  cases  (people  too  old  or  crip- 
pled to  support  themselves),  who 
will  never  be  resettled. 

Political  fugitives  are  persons 
who  lived  in  eastern  European 
countries  or  in  the  Eastern  Zone  of 
occupied  Germany  and  illegally 
crossed  the  zonal  border  into  the 
American,  British  or  French  zones 
of  Western  Germany  to  escape  ec- 
onomic or  political  persecution.  It 
is  estimated  that  approximately  five 
hundred  to  a  thousand  such  fugi- 
tives cross  the  border  daily  near  the 
Kassel  area.  Kassel  is  located  in  the 
American  zone  a  short  distance 
from  the  point  where  the  British, 
American  and  Soviet  zones  inter- 
sect. The  film,  Report  on  Refugees, 
available  from  our  audio-visual  de- 
partment at  Elgin,  dramatically  por- 
trays the  story  of  the  refugees, 
particularly  the  last  category. 
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BUILDING 
FOR  WORSHIP 


Forrest  U.  Groff 

Church  Building  Counselor 


WORSHIP  is  universal.  Man 
has,  since  the  beginning  of 
time,  sought  to  express  his 
human  experiences  in  some  form 
of  worship.  The  altar  and  the  tem- 
ple have  been  a  physical  expression 
of  his  inner  spiritual  impulses 
to  worship.  Through  the  ages,  these 
temples  have  called  forth  the  high- 
est creative  genius  of  man.  These 
dedicated  monuments  have  not  only 
called  forth  man's  highest  artistic 
and  architectural  achievement  but 
have,  likewise,  demanded  his  most 
sacrificial  devotion. 

If  art  and  architecture  can  be  any 
index  to  the  depth  of  man's  spirit- 
ual quality  in  any  age,  we  must 
certainly  feel  the  shallowness  of 
men's  spirit  in  our  present  age.  If, 
in  the  future,  some  of  our  crude, 
ugly  temporary  church  architecture 
of  this  age  is  used  as  a  basis  for 
judging  the  depth  of  our  spiritual- 
ity, likely,  we  will  be  found 
wanting. 

Man's  appreciation  and  expres- 
sion of  beauty  and  harmony  cannot 
be  divorced  from  his  spiritual  na- 
ture. Disorder,  ugliness  and  crudity 
cannot  be  man's  expression  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  for  God  is  the  Creator 
of  a  well-ordered,  harmonious  and 
beautiful  universe.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  American 
Christian  church  has  produced  more 
than  its  rightful  share  of  ugly  mon- 
strosities which  we  have  called 
"churches." 

In  our  revolt  against  the  formal- 
ism of  the  Catholic  Church,  the 
Protestant  Christian  church  not 
only  cast  aside  some  undesirable 
practices  and  forms  of  worship  but, 
likewise,  most  of  the  creative  and 
artistic  beauty  of  its  architecture. 
We     Brethren,     like     many     other 
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groups  who  so  completely  broke 
with  the  past,  refused  to  allow 
beauty  or  art  to  play  any  major 
role  in  our  church  building.  Sim- 
plicity and  the  simple  life  became 
our  motto  and  watchword.  But 
simplicity  is  not  a  synonym  for  ugli- 
ness or  crudity.  It  may  in  reality 
be  an  expression  of  the  true  beauty 
and  harmony  of  life.  It  is,  therefore, 
altogether  possible  for  the  Brethren 
to  express  the  Spirit  of  God  through 
the  beauty  of  simple  and  harmo- 
nious church  architecture,  just  as  it 
is  possible  to  express  the  Spirit  of 
God  through  simple,  peaceful  and 
harmonious  living. 

If  our  heritage  of  the  simple  life 
has  any  significance  and  merit,  if 
it  is  worthy  of  our  continued  ex- 
pression, it  would  seem  that  it  is 
worth  our  seeking  new  and  better 
methods  of  expression.  One  realm 
in  which  we  have  a  unique  oppor- 
tunity for  such  expression  is  in 
building  for  worship.  For  good 
architecture  just  as  good  music  and 
art  is  the  expression  of  the  Spirit 
of  God   through   man.   Good   archi- 


tecture can  be  just  as  real  a  testi- 
mony of  our  faith  as  can  good 
sermons  and  songs.  Architecture 
may  also  be  conducive  to  thought- 
ful and.  inspired  living.  It  is  not 
only  creative  but  sustaining.  If  we 
could  somehow  interpret  our  phi- 
losophy of  simple,  peaceful  living 
through  our  church  building  as  well 
as  through  our  words  and  deeds,  our 
testimony  would  carry  a  far  broader 
outreach.  We  ought,  therefore,  to 
bear  witness  through  every  possible 
medium  to  a  happier,  healthier, 
more  harmonious  way  of  life,  in 
order  that  we  may  bring  all  men 
closer  to  realizing  the  kingdom  of 
God  on  earth. 

If  we  would  interpret  our  phi- 
losophy of  the  simple  life  in  our 
church  buildings,  we  will  seek  first 
of  all  to  keep  Christ  central  and  the 
worship  and  praise  of  God  foremost. 
In  the  second  place,  we  will  attempt 
to  build  that  all  men  may  be  at- 
tracted by  the  simply  beauty  and 
warmth  of  the  architectural  lines 
of  our  church  buildings.  We  ought 
to  build  so  that  the  rich  and  the 


poor,  the  saint  and  the  sinner,  the 
black  and  the  white,  the  old  and 
the  young  may  all  see  and  hear 
the  call  to  worship.  In  the  third 
place,  we  ought  to  discover  how  to 
build  that  men  will  be  inspired  to 
act.  It  is  not  enough  that  our 
church  buildings  bear  witness  to  the 
presence  of  God,  or  that  they  attract 
all  men  to  worship.  They  must  also 
stimulate  a  response  to  the  call  of 
God. 

In  order  to  achieve  these  ends, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  spend  great 
sums  of  money  in  building  great 
cathedrals.  Indeed,  this  would  not 
very  well  interpret  the  philosophy 
of  the  simple  life.  Nor  it  is  neces- 
sary to  conceive  of  any  one  particu- 
lar style  of  architecture  as  fulfilling 
all  these  ends.  Every  situation  may 
require  a  different  interpretation.  A 
church  building  which  might  seem 
to  fit  every  requirement  in  one 
setting  might  be  completely  out  of 
place  in  another.  Let  us  plan  care- 
fully, therefore,  to  meet  each  partic- 
ular situation.  In  certain  settings 
and  situations  the  little  white  frame 
meetinghouse  has  witnessed  mar- 
velously  in  the  three  areas  of  wor- 
ship previously  suggested.  In  other 
sites  and  situations  it  has  utterly 
failed  at  every  point. 

If  we  are  to  build  then  most 
effectively  for  worship,  what  are 
some  of  the  factors  that  must  be 
considered? 

(1)  Effective  Location.  The  ex- 
terior architectural  lines  of  a  church 
may  bear  a  greater  witness  for 
Christ  than  the  pastor  or  many  of 
its  members.  If  the  church  can  be 
so  located  as  to  be  seen  from  many 
directions,  it  may  bear  a  silent  testi- 
mony to  those  who  very  seldom 
enter  a  church  door.  A  hillside  lo- 
cation is  often  more  desirable  than 
a  level  property. 

(2)  Friendly  Approach.  If  a 
large  enough  property  is  available 
so  that  the  church  may  be  set  back 
far  enough  to  allow  it  to  be  seen 
in  perspective,  it  is  much  easier  to 
make  an  inviting  entrance.  The 
architectural  styling  of  the  en- 
trance, the  width  and  curve  of  the 
sidewalk,  the  planting  of  trees  and 
shrubbery  may  almost  compel  one 
to  enter  or  they  may  give  one  a 
chill  as  he  passes  by.  A  warm, 
friendly  entrance  may  make  or  a 
cold,  formal  approach  may  destroy 
the  witness  of  an  otherwise  well- 
designed  building. 

(3)  Harmonious  Exterior  Design. 
Whatever  the  style  it  must  be  har- 
monious if  a  church  is  to  witness 
effectively.  All  the  elements  of  de- 
sign should  blend.    Clashing   colors 


may  spoil  the  entire  architectural 
harmony  of  a  building.  Sharp- 
pointed  arches  should  not  exist 
beside  rounded  arches.  A  steep- 
pitched  roof  should  not  be  joined 
by  a  roof  of  flatter  pitches.  Proper 
proportions  are  absolutely  essential 
to  good  design.  Very  small  windows 
in  a  massive  wall  or  a  massive 
tower  on  a  small  building  shock  the 
person  who  is  sensitive  to  proper 
proportion.  Sham  or  pretense  in  the 
use  of  materials  does  a  great  in- 
justice to  the  church  building. 
Wooden  buttresses  or  Gothic- 
pointed  windows,  for  example,  in 
a  frame  building  are  absolutely  out 
of  place  as  are  stone-painted  mark- 
ings on  a  building  that  is  not  stone. 

(4)  Worshipful  Interior.  An  in- 
terior worship  atmosphere  may  be 
created  to  various  degrees  in  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  church  building. 
In  fact,  it  is  possible  through  vari- 
ous architectural  features  to  bring 
one  gradually  from  a  worldly  atti- 
tude into  the  very  presence  of  God 
in  a  spirit  of  devotion  and  praise. 
The  outside  friendly  approach  may 
lead  into  the  quieter,  well-lighted 
vestibule,  which  in  turn  may  lead 
into  the  softer-lighted  cozy  atmos- 
phere of  a  carpeted  and  floral-dec- 
orated narthex,  which  affords  a 
transition  from  the  outside  world 
to  the  place  of  worship.  The 
narthex  opens  directly  into  the 
sanctuary  or  nave.  Upon  entering 
the  nave,  one's  attention  is  drawn 
immediately  to  the  chancel  and  in 
turn  is  focused  upon  the  worship 
center,  communion  table  or  altar. 

At  no  point  can  building  for  wor- 
ship be  more  effective  than  in  the 
sanctuary.  It  is  here  that  many 
architectural  features  can  be  so  re- 
lated as  to  make  a  complete  and 
harmonious  whole.  It  is  here  that 
simplicity  can  truly  be  most  effec- 
tive. It  is  here  that  we  Brethren 
may  have  an  outstanding  and  a 
unique  contribution  to  make  to  all 
of  Christendom.  It  is  even  more 
important  here  than  on  the  exterior 
that  simplicity,  proportion,  balance, 
harmony  and  light  be  given  most 
careful  study  and  consideration. 

(5)  Orderly  Worship  Center.  Sim- 
plicity is  essential  to  worship.  The 
fewer  distracting  elements  there 
are,  the  easier  it  is  for  us  to  focus 
our  attention  on  the  worship  of 
God.  In  some  of  our  supposedly 
simple  churches,  we  find  utter  con- 
fusion because  of  the  clutter,  es- 
pecially in  the  pulpit  area.  The 
platform  may  be  cluttered  with 
chairs,  tables  and  stands  of  all 
shapes  and  sizes,  weighted  down 
with   books    and   other    items.     The 


wall  behind  the  pulpit  may  be  cov- 
ered with  pictures,  posters,  bulletin 
boards,  etc.,  and  this  all  in  a  simple 
church.  A  simple  dossal  hanging 
behind  a  worship  center,  commun- 
ion table  or  altar,  eases  eyestrain, 
eliminates  clutter  and  gives  back- 
ground to  the  worship  center.  What 
could  be  simpler  and  less  distract- 
ing and  yet  more  beautiful  in  a 
worship  setting? 

(6)  Proper  Proportion.  Proper 
proportion  in  the  sanctuary  adds 
to  its  simplicity.  A  properly  pro- 
portioned nave  should  be  at  least 
twice  as  long  as  it  is  wide.  With 
this  proportion  all  lines  seem  to 
converge  at  a  point  far  enough  away 
so  as  to  relieve  eyestrain  and  give 
a  focal  point.  This  focal  point  adds 
direction  to  the  worship  center. 
This  proportion  allows  the  congre- 
gation to  be  seated  more  directly 
in  front  of  the  chancel.  It  lessens 
the  acoustical  problems  and  makes 
it  easier  for  the  speaker  to  keep 
eye  contact  with  the  entire  congre- 
gation. The  ceiling  in  turn  should 
be  high  enough  that  one  is  not 
aware  of  it.  Likewise,  the  chancel 
arch  or  opening  should  be  propor- 
tioned in  such  a  way  as  not  to  de- 
tract from  the  rest  of  the  sanctuary. 
The  pulpit  platform  ought  not  to 
be  so  high  that  it  seems  to  take 
precedence.  Everything  within  the 
sanctuary  should  have  proper  pro- 
portion and  balance. 

(7)  Harmonious  Color  and  Design. 

Harmony  of  color  and  design  are 
absolutely  essential  to  one's  peace 
of  mind.  There  are  few  things  more 
disturbing  and  distracting  to  one 
who  is  artistically  sensitive  than 
clashing  lines  or  color.  It  is  possible 
to  use  effectively  much  more  color 
in  our  churches  than  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  using,  if  the  colors 
are  carefully  chosen  for  warmth 
and  harmony.  Certain  colors  give 
warmth  while  others  are  cold.  In 
general,  greens  and  grays  are  cold 
colors  and  should  be  avoided  in  the 
sanctuary.  Reds,  yellows,  ambers 
and  browns  are  warm  colors  and 
are  highly  recommended  for  sanc- 
tuary colors.  It  is  even  more  im- 
portant that  lines  do  not  clash 
within  the  sanctuary.  For  example, 
a  low-pitched  ceiling  should  not 
seemingly  be  pierced  by  a  sharply 
pointed  Gothic  arch  in  the  chancel. 
It  would  be  far  less  disturbing  to 
use  a  flatter-pitched  Gothic  or  a 
rounded    arch    in  such   a   situation. 

(8)  Effective  Lighting.  Light  has 
always    played    a    very    significant 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


I  Would  Choose 

the  Parish  Ministry  Again 


Rufus  P.  Bucher 

Pastor  and  Evangelist 
Quarryville,  Pennsylvania 


WRITING  on  this  subject  a 
person  must  take  an  inven- 
tory of  his  ministry  and  then 
decide  whether  he  would  choose  the 
ministry  again. 

When  the  writer  entered  the  min- 
istry at  the  age  of  seventeen  there 
was  no  choosing;  the  ministers  were 
drafted.  The  church  laid  hands  on 
a  person  and  it  was  understood  to 
be  divinely  guided. 

In  later  years  young  men  could 
volunteer  for  the  ministry.  When 
the  Lord  needed  a  prophet  he  said, 
"Whom  shall  I  send?"  Isaiah  volun- 
teered and  said,  "Here  am  I,  send 
me"  (Isa.  6:8).  Jeremiah  was 
drafted  (Jer.  1: 1-10).  Whether  the 
prophets  were  drafted  or  volun- 
teered, they  were  divinely  guided. 

I  heard  the  call  for  the  ministry 
from  my  childhood.  My  father  was 
a  minister.  I  often  repeated  his 
sermons  when  alone  or  in  the  or- 
chard to  the  trees,  or  sometimes 
in  the  barn  to  the  horses  and  the 
cows. 

When  it  was  announced  in  our 
church  that  there  would  be  an  elec- 
tion for  a  minister  there  was  a  still 
small  voice  that  told  me,  "The  har- 
vest is  great  but  the  laborers  are 
few."  I  felt  the  call  and  at  the  same 
time  I  felt  my  unworthiness.  The 
good  old  elder  of  the  church  who 
installed  me  gave  me  comfort  when 
he  said  that  in  the  Bible  we  read 
that   the   Lord   made    a   mule   talk 
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and  he  can  surely  make  you  talk; 
so  I  took  courage  and  worked  in 
my  small  corner. 

My  father  was  on  the  district 
home  mission  board  and  he  always 
took  an  interest  in  weak,  isolated 
churches  and  in  the  opening  of  new 
fields.  When  I  was  a  boy  of  twelve 
years,  my  father,  with  his  family, 
moved  into  a  community  where 
there  was  no  church  of  our  choice. 
We  took  the  church  spirit  with  us. 
Father  preached  in  the  farmhouse 
during  the  first  year,  holding  the 
first  love  feast  in  the  barn.  Finally, 
some  loyal  members  moved  in  the 
same  field  and  a  church  was  organ- 
ized and  built. 

The  church  has  grown  into  a 
strong  church  and  another  one  has 
been  organized  within  the  same 
field.  The  church  did  not  grow  like 
a  mushroom  but  like  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed.  It  takes  a  heap  of 
living  to  build  a  church. 

I  have  served  this  church  in  the 
ministry  for  forty-eight  years  and 
have  preached  to  five  generations. 
This  has  brought  me  much  joy  and 
many  pleasant  memories. 

In  these  years  young  people 
joined  hands  for  life  and  stayed 
joined,  establishing  Christian  homes 
which  were  a  credit  to  the  commu- 
nity and  the  church. 

Little  children  were  consecrated 
to  God  and  I  have  seen  them  born 
into  the  kingdom  and  grow  into 
strong  manhood  and  womanhood  in 
the  Lord.    A  number   of  them   are 


serving  in  the  ministry  in  different 
parts  of  the  Brotherhood.  I  have 
seen  aged  accept  Christ  and  enjoy 
their  declining  years  in  the  Master's 
service. 

During  the  years  of  my  ministry 
many  have  been  laid  to  their  final 
resting  place  and  their  works  do 
follow  them.  We  need  not  sorrow 
as  though  there  was  no  hope. 

An  effectual  door  was  open  in  this 
field  and  there  were  also  adversaries 
present  (1  Cor.  16:9).  In  times  of 
adversity  is  when  we  should  go  for- 
ward, meeting  problems  instead  of 
running  away  from  them. 

At  times  it  seems  that  the  minis- 
try is  the  most  unpopular  position 
a  man  can  hold  but  the  fruits  are 
eternal.  Many  monuments  have 
been  erected  for  warriors,  politicians 
and  others  but  the  most  honorable 
monument  that  one  can  erect  is  a 
life  given  to  build  a  church. 

If  I  had  my  life  to  live  over,  I 
would  go  to  an  isolated  place  where 
there  were  no  churches  and  there 
I  would  build  a  church. 

I  would  choose  the  ministry  if 
I  was  not  drafted  for  the  ministry. 


Plans  for  economic,  educational 
and  social  service  aid  to  Puerto 
Ricans  in  New  York  were  an- 
nounced by  the  New  York  Presby- 
terian Labor  Temple.  The  program 
is  "designed  to  help  these  new 
neighbors  of  ours  secure  adequate 
employment,  find  decent  housing 
and  obtain  an  effective  command  of 
the  English  language." 


Father  Was  a  Farmer  Preacher 


C.  H.  Shamberger 
Chicago,  Illinois 


IF  THERE  was  an  incubator 
for  children  born  prematurely 
around  Westminster,  Md.,  in 
1858,  my  grandparents  did  not  know 
about  it.  In  spite  of  such  lack  of 
equipment  my  father  survived  and 
lived  well  past  ninety-one  years.  In 
fact,  the  experience  of  being  born 
prematurely  became  one  of  his 
choicest  narratives.  His  grandchil- 
dren and  great-grandchildren  loved 
to  hear  him  tell  about  how  small 
he  was  and  what  care  they  took 
of  him.  They  agreed  among  them- 
selves that  there  must  have 
been  some  overstatements  in  the 
narrative. 

His  father  took  his  family  from 
Maryland  to  Missouri.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  church.  One  of  fa- 
ther's brothers  was  a  deacon  and 
two  others  were  ministers. 

The  pioneering  spirit  which 
brought  his  father  west  sent  father 
further  west  to  Idaho  in  1910. 

Before  that  he  had  lived  in  Barber 
County,  Kansas,  and  again  in  north- 
ern Missouri.  In  all  three  commu- 
nities he  farmed  and  preached.  But 
when  he  died  on  April  26,  1950,  the 
local  paper  had  much  more  to  say 
about  what  he  did  as  a  churchman 
than  what  he  did  as  a  farmer.  He 
farmed  to  make  a  living  for  mother 
and  the  seven  of  us.  He  preached 
because  the  church  had  called  him 
and  he  found  his  greatest  joy  in 
doing  it. 

He  did  not  pull  up  stakes  and 
go  to  agricultural  school,  but  he  did 
go  to  Mt.  Morris  College  after  he 
was  married  and  had  two  children, 
so  that  he  might  serve  better  as  a 
minister.  He  was  a  better  preacher 
than  he  was  farmer. 

We  watched  him  live  the  gospel 
through  the  week  and  listened  to 
him  preach  it  on  the  first  and  third 
Sundays  of  the  month.  The  second 
and  fourth  Sundays  he  preached  in 
St.  Joe,  Missouri.  When  there 
was  a  fifth  Sunday  he  just  went  to 
Sunday  school. 

He  may  have  preached  the  same 
sermons  at  the  two  different  places. 
There  was  little  danger  of  duplica- 
tion of  listeners.  St.  Joe  was  all 
of  sixty  miles  away  from  the  Honey 
Creek  church  and  people  did  not 
get  around  much  in  those  days. 

His  preaching  and  living  both 
seemed  eloquent  to  me.    If  a  neigh- 


bor, or  stranger,  bought  grain  from 
him  he  heaped  the  bushel  full.  I 
sometimes  thought  level  full  would 
have  been  adequate  but  he  had 
scripture  on  the  point.  He  also 
knew  about  going  the  second  mile 
and  giving  both  his  coat  and  cloak. 
I  do  not  recall  hearing  him  preach 
about  those  things  but  I  cannot  for- 
get   seeing    the    sermons    he    lived. 

Father  liked  to  sing  as  well  as 
preach.  His  pitchfork  that  he  used 
on  Sunday  was  as  well  worn  as  the 
pitchfork  he  used  during  the  week. 
It  was  thin  from  usage.  I  never 
knew  where  he  could  buy  another 
if  that  one  were  lost  or  destroyed. 
But  it  lasted  until  the  church  in- 
stalled a  piano  which  seemed  to 
render  reliable  service  in  giving  the 
correct  pitch. 

He  served  his  church  districts  as 
well  as  the  local  church  and  repre- 
sented them  on  Standing  Commit- 
tee. He  was  always  interested  in 
helping  up-to-date  church  leaders 
all  over  the  country. 

Father  always  recognized  the  val- 
ue of  history  but  was  much  more 
concerned  about  what  was  happen- 
ing now,  and  what  should  happen, 
than  he  was  in  thinking  about  the 
past.  He  was  more  interested  in 
contemplating  what  the  future  had 
in  store  than  he  was  in  reminiscing 
at  the  time  of  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary.  A  year  ago  the  entire 
family  was  together.  Father  and 
Mother  had  lived  together  over 
sixty-five  years  and  their  thinking 
was  as  current  as  any  of  ours. 

Some  thirty  years  ago  the  local 
church  felt  that  it  had  reached  the 
time  when  it  should  have  a  full- 
time  minister.  Father  recognized 
the  move  as  being  one  of  progress 
and  adjusted  himself  to  it. 

Although  he  was  not  active  as 
a  minister  in  recent  years  he  will 
always  be  thought  of  primarily  as 
a  minister.  But  along  with  that  he 
will  be  well  remembered  as  a  per- 
son of  wholesome  good  humor. 
Friends  of  mine  traveling  through 
Idaho  habitually  reported,  "I 
stopped  to  see  your  dad.  He's  get- 
ting up  in  years  but  he  still  loves 
a  good  story  and  enjoys  a  good 
laugh."  Good  cheer  seemed  as  in- 
tegral a  part  of  his  Christian  living 
as  giving  good  measure,  heaped  up, 
pressed  down  and  running  over. 


Building    for   Worship 

Continued  from  page  21 

role  in  the  religious  history  of  the 
world.  It  is  no  less  significant  in 
present-day  religious  architecture. 
Exterior  light  is  to  be  desired  if 
windows  are  effectively  located. 
However,  it  is  far  better  to  have 
no  exterior  light  than  to  have  too 
many  or  poorly  located  windows 
in  the  sanctuary.  Windows  should 
not  be  located  in  or  near  the  chancel 
unless  they  are  made  of  very  dark 
shades  of  glass  or  are  shielded  in 
order  to  eliminate  eyestrain  and 
glare  from  the  congregation.  Arti- 
ficial lighting  can  be  made  most 
effective  for  reading  as  well  as 
for  worship  purposes.  The  same 
principle  applies  here,  however. 
Sanctuary  lights  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  eliminate  all  glare 
from  the  eyes  of  the  congregation. 
Dimming  devices  for  sanctuary 
light  are  often  found  to  be  very 
effective  aids  to  worship. 

(9)  Proper  Acoustics.  The  acous- 
tical treatment  in  the  sanctuary  is 
a  very  major  factor  in  creating  a 
desirable  worship  atmosphere  in  the 
church.  If  one  cannot  hear  the 
reading  of  the  Scripture  or  the 
preaching  of  the  minister,  he  most 
certainly  cannot  worship  effectively. 

Such  a  presentation  on  building 
for  worship  is  not  complete  without 
a  more  detailed  study  of  the  chancel 
and  related  functions  and  appoint- 
pointments  such  as  the  location  and 
function  of  the  pulpit,  lectern,  com- 
munion table,  altar,  baptistry,  or- 
gan, choir,  etc.  It  is  the  conviction 
of  the  writer,  however,  that  this 
subject  deserves  separate  treatment 
in  an  article  directed  specifically  to 
these  points.  If  we  have  any  point 
of  confusion,  architecturally,  across 
the  Brotherhood,  it  is  at  this  point. 
We  all  seem  to  be  going  in  different 
directions.  There  seems  to  be  no 
definite  trend.  If  there  is  any  one 
portion  of  the  church  building 
which  should  lend  itself  more  def- 
initely to  the  development  of  a 
spirit  of  worship,  it  is  the  chancel. 

If  those  who  read  this  article  have 
deep  convictions  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  the  writer  would  appreciate 
sharing  these  concerns  prior  to  the 
preparation  of  a  future  article  di- 
rected specifically  toward  our  treat- 
ment of  the  chancel. 

Your  church  building  counselor's 
deepest  concern  is  that  we  learn 
how  to  build  more  effectively  for 
our  worship  of  God  and  for  a  more 
effective  witnessing  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Thinking  About  the  News 

As  Others  See  Us 

THROUGH  the  courtesy  of  some  of  our  missionaries  in  China  we  have 
received  copies  of  The  Shanghai  News,  an  English-language  paper 
published  in  that  city.  This  publication  represents  the  point  of  view 
of  the  People's  Government  of  China  and  reflects  the  growing  antagonism 
of  that  government  toward  us  and  our  part  in  the  Korean  war.  Here,  for 
example,  are  typical  headlines  from  four  different  issues: 

September     7:    Evidences  of  American  Crimes. 

September     8:    Korean  Women,  Children  Victimized  by  U.  S.  Troops. 

September  15:    Cannibalism  of  U.  S.  Invaders  in  Korea. 

September  16:  U.  S.  Plot  of  Aggression  Laid  Bare  by  Acheson. 

One  can  easily  become  indignant  at  the  impression  of  our  government 
and  our  soldiers  which  these  headlines  —  and  more  specifically  the  news 
reports  themselves — suggest  as  to  our  objectives  and  our  behavior.  And 
one  may  seriously  question  the  accuracy  or  truth  of  many  of  the  stories. 
Bui  at  the  same  time  to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us  must  give  us  pause 
because  it  brings  us  up  squarely  against  some  unpleasant  facts. 

1.  We  can  win  our  objectives  in  Korea  and  still  lose  a  strategic  battle, 
the  contest  for  the  minds  of  vast  multitudes  in  China.  They  may  view  our 
victories  as  imperialism  in  spite  of  the  UN's  conviction  that  it  is  fighting 
aggression. 

2.  Included  in  the  millions  who  are  exposed  to  the  interpretation  of 
events  outlined  in  this  paper  are  many  Chinese  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  How  can  we  maintain  fellowship  with  them  and  communi- 
cate with  them  in  the  face  of  these  barriers? 

3.  These  walls  of  misunderstanding  and  curtains  of  fear  are  raised  not 
only  by  the  "other  side" — the  Communist  governments  in  power — but  they 
are  built  higher  and  drawn  closer  by  the  acts  of  war  in  which  "our  side" 
has  a  part.  Calling  these  acts  of  war  "police  action"  does  not  change  the 
picture  or  ease  the  tension. 

If  only  we  had  started  earlier  to  send  more  missionaries  supported  by 
more  generous  gifts  to  win  more  hearts  for  Christ.  If  only  we  Christians 
could  decide  right  now  to  give  up  our  trust  in  armed  forces  and  blazing 
bazookas  and  incendiary  bombs.  If  only  we  would  fall  on  our  knees  and 
rise  to  serve  our  Lord — while  there  is  yet  time. — K.M. 


Around  the  World 

No  Scientific  Basis  for  Race  Bias 

An  international  panel  of  experts 
on  race  problems,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  UNESCO,  have  provided 
evidences  that  there  is  no  scientific 
justification  for  race  discrimination. 
This  conclusion  was  reached  by  a 
group  of  world-famous  scientists, 
who  have  been  called  together  to 
synthesize  the  modern  views  of  the 
world's  leading  biologists,  geneti- 
cists, psychologists,  sociologists  and 
anthropologists.  In  this  report,  de- 
scribed as  "the  most  authoritative 
statement  of  modern  scientific  doc- 
trine on  the  controversial  subject 
of  race  ever  to  be  issued,"  members 
of  the  panel  agreed:  (1)  the  range 
of  mental  capacities  in  all  races  was 
much  the  same,  the  apparent  differ- 
ences being  due  to  the  effects  of 
persistent  environments.  (2)  There 
is  no  evidence  that  race  mixtures 
produced  biologically  bad  results. 
(3)  Race  was  less  a  biological  factor 
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than  a  social  myth.  However,  the 
examiner  stated,  "wherever  it  has 
been  possible  to  make  allowances 
for  differences  in  environmental 
opportunities,  tests  have  shown  es- 
sential similarity  in  mental  charac- 
teristic among  all  human  groups." 
Human  temperament,  personality 
and  character  were  described  by 
experts  as  being  almost  entirely 
"raceless."  The  experts  declared 
that  biological  studies  lent  support 
to  the  ethic  of  universal  brotherhood 
and  confirmed  the  dictum  of  Con- 
fucius: "Men's  natures  are  alike; 
it  is  their  habits  that  carry  them 
far  apart."  (Between  the  Lines) 

Asks  Two  Billion  for  Army 
of  Specialists 

Dr.  Frank  C.  Laubach,  mission- 
ary-educator, asked  church  mem- 
bers to  give  five  per  cent  of  their 
incomes  to  help  finance  a  plan  to 
save  the  world  from  communism. 
The  plan  would  require  50,000  spe- 
cialists and  about  $2,000,000,000. 


The  specialists  would  teach  agri- 
culture, health,  hygiene,  journalism 
and  other  subjects  in  lands  where 
knowledge  is  lacking  —  those  coun- 
tries where  people  are  in  danger 
of  turning  to  communism  as  a  way 
out  of  their  plight. 

"We  are  winning  the  fight  in 
Korea,"  said  Dr.  Laubach,  "but  we 
have  not  begun  to  win  the  cold 
war,  except  in  Europe.  Asia  is  dis- 
integrating; China  went  last  year; 
India  and  Burma  are  in  danger  of 
falling  to  the  Communists,  and  Af- 
rica, too,  is  in  danger. 

"I  believe  I  know  the  reason.  It 
is  a  reason  that  ambassadors  and 
army  generals  will  not  know  be- 
cause they  do  not  mingle  with  the 
masses  of  those  countries.  It  is  be- 
cause those  masses  are  hungry, 
miserable,  sick,  destitute  and  des- 
perately unhappy." 

The  first  step,  says  Dr.  Laubach, 
is  to  teach  the  masses  how  to  read 
and  write.  Then  they  would  be  able 
to  learn  from  the  agricultural  ex- 
perts, the  engineers,  plumbers,  di- 
etitians and  others. 

New  South  African  Protestant 
Church  Inaugurated 

A  colorful  procession  of  cars  and 
pedestrians  marked  the  beginning 
of  the  new  Calvinist  Protestant 
Church  of  South  Africa.  The  Rev. 
I.  D.  Morkel,  the  leader  of  the  new 
group,  recently  broke  with  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  because  of 
its  advocacy  of  racial  segregation. 
Eighty  per  cent  of  his  congregation 
went  with  him. 

To  the  three  thousand  non-Euro- 
peans in  the  hall  and  to  many  others 
outside  who  had  gathered  to  hear 
him,  Rev.  Morkel  quoted  texts  from 
Exodus  and  compared  the  colored 
people  to  the  Israelites.  He  an- 
nounced that  the  constitution  of  the 
new  church  had  already  been 
drawn  up  and  that  the  church  hoped 
to  train  its  own  ministers  beginning 
in  January.  Four  branches  of  the 
new  church  have  been  formed  in 
South  Africa,  Rev.  Morkel  disclosed. 

"There  are  many  who  do  not 
agree  with  the  racial  segregation 
policy  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  and  would  like  to  follow  my 
lead,"  he  said,  "but  they  are  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  because  they 
are  dependent  on  the  church  for 
their  incomes  and  we  as  yet  have 
no  money  to  pay  stipends.  They 
will  come  when  we  can  afford  to 
pay  them. 

"Ours  is  not  a  colored  church. 
We  have  no  color  bar,  as  it  was  for 
this  very  reason  we  broke  away 
from  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
We  hope  Europeans   will  join  us." 


African  Christians  Use 
Native  Hymns 

African  Christians  in  the  Camer- 
oons  are  drawing  upon  the  tradi- 
tional native  music  of  the  region  for 
both  words  and  music  in  composing 
Christian  hymns  which  are  felt  to 
be  a  more  adequate  spiritual  ex- 
pression of  the  African  Christians 
than  the  European  hymns  brought 
them  by  missionaries. 

The  near-loss  of  the  art  of  com- 
position which  produced  the  "very 
beautiful"  and  "truly  inspired"  mu- 
sic of  the  pagan  religions  being  sup- 
planted by  Christianity  in  Togoland 
was  pointed  out  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Vie  Nouvelle,  Protestant  journal 
published  at  Douala  in  the  Camer- 
oons,  when  it  reported  the  recent 
use  of  this  art  to  develop  Christian 
hymns. 

"Although  the  European  hymns 
and  chants  are  beautiful  and  fa- 
mous," writes  Vie  Nouvelle,  "they 
do  not  adequately  supply  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  us  Africans,  with  our 
different  feelings  and  our  different 
way  of  expressing  them.  Recently, 
however,  several  African  Christians 
like  Amu,  Yeboa,  Appo  and  others 
have  written  hymns  whose  fresh- 
ness appeals  to  all.  In  some  cases 
the  words  of  the  original  pagan 
composers  are  retained;  some  of 
them  even  retain  the  old  melody 
slightly  modified.  These  hymns  set 
the  real  tone  for  the  people  of  Togo- 
land  during  the  Christian  festivals." 

Pope's  Opposition  to  Capitalism 
Marked  by  Protestant  Theolo- 
gian 

One  of  the  Protestant  theologians 
who  was  closely  associated  with  the 
drafting  of  the  Amsterdam  Assem- 
bly report  on  the  Church  and  the 
Disorder  of  Society  has  pointed  out 
that  the  pope's  recent  statement 
condemning  capitalism  along  with 
communism  is  proof  that  condemna- 
tion of  capitalism  does  not  necessari- 
ly mean  friendliness  to  communism. 

Professor  John  C.  Bennett  of  Un- 
ion Theological  Seminary  made  his 
comment  on  the  basis  of  the  report 
of  a  document '  coming  from  the 
Vatican.  In  it  the  pope  warned 
Roman  Catholic  priests  "against 
cowardice  and  uncertainty  when 
confronted  by  that  economic  system 
which  is  known  as  capitalism  and 
the  grave  consequences  of  which 
the  church  has  never  failed  to 
denounce." 

"Many  of  the  criticisms  of  the 
Amsterdam  condemnation  of  com- 
munism and  laissez-faire  capitalism 
have  implied  that  the  World  Council 
or  individuals  responsible  for  the 
Social  Disorder  report  were  friendly 


to  communism  because  they  criti- 
cized laissez-faire  capitalism,"  said 
Dr.  Bennett.  He  declared  that  "the 
pope  is  a  good  witness  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  possible  to  be  much  more 
critical  of  capitalism  than  was  the 
Amsterdam  statement  without  being 
at  all  sympathetic  to  communism." 
(EPS) 

Prejudices  Can  Begin  Early 

Racial  and  religious  prejudices 
can  begin  in  early  childhood  from 
adult  associations,  according  to  find- 
ings of  a  three-year  study  here 
called  the  Philadelphia  Early  Child- 
hood Project.  They  are  the  result 
of  a  survey  conducted  among  first 
and  second  grade  pupils  in  the 
Philadelphia  public  schools  as  a 
joint  project  of  the  schools,  the  Fel- 
lowship Commission,  the  Jewish 
Community  Relations  Council,  the 
Bureau  for  Intercultural  Education 
of  New  York,  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology. 

"The  findings  have  brought  to 
light  some  disturbing  information 
concerning  prejudices  among  the 
very  young,"  said  Dr.  Oliver  B. 
Gordon,  secretary  of  Christian  edu- 
cation for  the  Philadelphia  Council 
of  Churches,  and  Abraham  P.  Gan- 
nes,  executive  director  of  the  Coun- 
cil on  Jewish  Education. 

"This  new  information  challenges 
some  of  the  present  assumptions 
and  practices  in  secular  education. 
It  has  a  bearing  on  religious  educa- 
tion, as  well.  Surely,  no  child  is 
born  a  bigot,  but  in  reflecting  adult 
patterns  of  rejection  and  hostility, 
he  can  become  one  at  an  incredibly 
early  age." 


News  Briefs 

The  paintings  of  Guy  Rowe  for 
the  book,  In  Our  Image,  will  be 
housed  in  a  special  wing  of  the 
library  at  San  Angelo,  Texas.  The 
publisher  of  the  San  Angelo  Stand- 
ard-Times, Houston  Harte,  is  cred- 
ited with  the  idea  for  the  book;  he 
also  selected  the  Bible  texts  used. 
The  paintings  toured  the  United 
States  for  over  six  months,  having 
been  displayed  in  department 
stores,  art  galleries  and  exhibition 
halls. 

Five  countries  of  Europe  —  Aus- 
tria, Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany 
and  France — may  begin  the  integra- 
tion of  their  electric  power.  The 
plans  visualize  an  arrangement 
whereby  surplus  power  in  any  one 
of  the  nations  at  a  given  time  could 
be  diverted  to  the  others  most  in 
need.    (WP) 

The    CARE-UNESCO    book    fund 

,has  completed  its  first  year  of  opera- 
tion. During  the  year  nearly  a  mil- 
lion dollars  was  received  to  provide 
new  books  and  scientific  equipment 
for  educational  institutions  abroad. 
Deliveries  totaling  50,000  books  and 
periodicals  have  been  made  to  378 
institutions  in  24  countries. 

Self-serve  groceries  are  the  next 
innovation  slated  for  the  Poles.  An 
experimental  store  of  this  kind  has 
been  operating  with  great  success 
in  a  town  near  Krakov.  Customers 
not  only  pay  the  charges  indicated 
on  a  sales  slip,  but  when  the  store 
personnel  is  busy  even  make  their 
own  change.  (WP) 


A  New  Task 


Africa  today,  with  its  dangerous 
doctrines  of  race  and  its  mounting 
hatreds  and  bitterness,  is  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  Christian  faith  and  to 
the  task  of  building  a  Christian  civ- 
ilization in  that  continent.  It  is  a 
challenge  which  cannot  be  met 
merely  by  political  denunciation. 
There  must  be  people  who  will  go 
out  there  in  a  humble  and  under- 
standing spirit  to  enter  into  their 
problems  and  to  restore  confidence 
among  the  different  peoples  in  one 
another  and  in  the  great  possibili- 
ties that  exist  if  we  follow  the  way 
and  methods  of  Christ  —  of  mutual 
respect  and  co-operation  rather 
than  of  racial  antagonism  and 
domination. 

Surely  in  this  situation  there  is 
something  sincere  Christian  people 
from  the  outside  world  can  do  to 
help.  Something  which  neither  the 
politicians  in  debates  nor  the  Inter- 


national Court  of  Justice  can  hope 
to  do.  The  Christian  churches  could, 
even  at  this  stage,  achieve  a  miracle 
which  could  prevent  disaster. 

We  have  also  the  new  task  of 
pioneering,  in  Africa,  not  in  ex- 
tensive exploration,  but  in  intensive 
cultivation.  The  task  of  reclaiming 
the  soil  and  the  soul  of  a  people  are 
really  one  and  the  same.  The  con- 
servation of  Africa's  natural  and 
human  resources  requires  certain 
values  which  in  the  end  embrace 
our  whole  vision  of  heaven  and 
earth.  In  the  Kalahari  desert  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  achieving 
something  with  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  African  people. 

— From  Africa  Challenges  Our 
Faith  by  Michael  Scott.  Re- 
printed from  Peace  News. 
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Weddings 


Arnold- Hoover. — William  H.  Arnold  and 
Donna  J.  Hoover  of  York,  Pa.,  Oct.  14, 
1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Jesse  O.  Jenkins,  East  Prospect, 
Pa. 

Armstrong- Wine. — Olin  C.  Armstrong, 
Jr.,  and  Geneva  F.  Wine,  both  of  Staun- 
ton, Va.,  in  the  Sangerville  church,  Sept. 
9,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  J.  Garber, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Arey-Argenbrighf. — Harry  N.  Arey  and 
Eunice  E.  Argenbright,  both  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  in  the  bride's  home,  July  16, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  J.  Garber, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Barklow-Showers Charles    Barklow    of 

Axtel,  Kansas,  and  Dora  Showers  of  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas,  in  the  Richland  Center 
parsonage,  Sept.  5,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Earl  E.  Jarboe,  Beattie,  Kansas. 

Beagle-Samaxoden. — Ronald  D.  Beagle  of 
Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  Mabel 
D.  Samaroden  of  Mossleigh,  Alberta, 
Canada,  in  the  groom's  home,  by  the 
undersigned. — I.  M.  McCune,  Calgary, 
Alberta,   Canada. 

Benner-Shellenberger. — Park  W.  Benner 
of  Millerstown,  Pa.,  and  Florence  M. 
Shellenberger  of  Richfield,  Pa.,  Aug.  19, 
1950,  in  the  Bunkertown  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Martin  Scholten,  Bunker- 
town,  Pa. 

Bralcher-Rilchey. — Raymond  A.  Bratcher 
of  Florence,  Ala.,  and  Maxine  E.  Ritchey  of 
Williamsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Diehl's  Cross 
Roads  church,  near  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Paul  R.  Yoder,  Hunting- 
don, Pa. 

Burioft-Luiz. — Joseph  Burtoft  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  Norma  Lutz  of  Mogadore,  Ohio, 
in  the  Springfield  church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by 
Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger. — Mary  Cordier, 
Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Curtis-Barton.  —  Charles  Curtis  and 
Jeanne  Barton,  both  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Oct. 
21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— John  D.  Long,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Cupp-Hileman. — Robert  Eugene  Cupp  of 
Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  and  June  Floretta 
Hileman  of  Friendsville,  Md.,  Oct.  15,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — Ross 
Speicher,  Accident,  Md. 

Dillaman- Wilt.  —  James  Dillaman  and 
Marjorie  Wilt,  both  of  Morgantown,  W. 
Va.,  Sept.  3,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by 
the  undersigned. — Samuel  H.  Flora,  Jr., 
Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Dilling-Chamberlain.  —  George  Dilling, 
Jr.,  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  and  Verona  May 
Chamberlain  of  Duncansville,  Pa.,  June 
25,  1950,  in  the  Lutheran  church,  Duncans- 
ville, Pa.,  by  Bro.  G.  B.  Harmon,  assisted 
by  the  undersigned. — Paul  R.  Yoder, 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Fleishman-Garber. — Allen  M.  Fleishman 
of  Nokesville,  Va.,  and  Helen  K.  Garber 


of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  the  Sangerville 
church,  Va.,  Aug.  25,  1950,  by  Bro.  D.  D. 
Fleishman,  and  the  undersigned. — I.'  J. 
Garber,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Flesner-Dell. — Gene  Flesner  of  Virginia, 
Nebr.,  and  Modena  Dell  of  Filley,  Nebr., 
Oct.  7,  1950,  in  the  South  Beatrice  church, 
Nebr.,  by  the  undersigned. — Homer  D. 
Kimmel,  Helmesville,  Nebr. 

Fuller-Guthrie.  —  Brandon  Fuller  and 
Madeline  Guthrie  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
Aug.  29,  1950,  in  the  Spruce  Methodist 
church,  by  Rev.  Rowland  Aspinall,  and 
the  undersigned. — Samuel  H.  Flora,  Jr., 
Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Furry-Brumbaugh. — Richard  D.  Furry  of 
Bedford,  Pa.,  and  L.  Jane  Brumbaugh  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  July  19,  1950,  in  the 
Clover  Creek  church,  Martinsburg,  Pa., 
by  the  undersigned. — Paul  R.  Yoder, 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Garman-Shank. — Lawrence  Garman  of 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  Mildred  Shank  of 
Reedley,  Calif.,  in  the  Reedley  church,  Oct. 
7,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Joe  E. 
Campbell,  Reedley,  Calif. 

Hart-Wogoman. — Kenneth  Hart  and  Alice 
Wogoman  of  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  Aug.  5,  1950, 
in  the  church  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Perry  Huffaker,  West  Milton, 
Ohio. 


Obituaries 


Gingrich,  Emma,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  Hershey,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1876,  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  died  Aug.  20, 
1950.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Hanover- 
dale  church.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  daughter,  three  sons,  two  sis- 
ters, four  brothers  and  eight  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Breth- 
ren in  Christ  church  by  Bro.  Norman  Pat- 
rick and  Rev.  Clayton  Engle.  Burial  was 
in  the  Hummelstown  cemetery. — Anna 
Mary  Patrick,  Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Gingrich,  Mark  Edwin,  son  of  J.  Adam 
and  Sara  Gingrich,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1875, 
in  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  and  died  Sept.  18, 
1950.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hanover- 
dale  church.  His  wife  preceded  him  in 
death  four  weeks  ago.  He  is  survived  by 
one  daughter,  three  sons,  eight  grandchil- 
dren and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Brethren  in  Christ  church  by 
Bro.  Norman  Patrick  and  Rev.  Clayton 
Engle.  Burial  was  in  the  Hummelstown 
cemetery. — Anna  Mary  Patrick,  Hummels- 
town, Pa. 

Gingrich,  Mary  W.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacob  Lesher,  was  born  Dec.  23,  1875, 
and  died  Sept.  18,  1950.  She  was  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  served  as  a  deacon's  wife.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  three  years 
ago.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  sister 


and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Hanoverdale  church  by  Breth- 
ren Thomas  and  Norman  Patrick.  Burial 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— Anna 
Mary  Patrick,  Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Glick,  Garland  Leroy,  son  of  Jesse  L.  and 
Grace  W.  Glick,  was  born  Dec.  27,  1941, 
and  died  at  his  home  Oct.  4,  1950.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Summit  Sunday 
school.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  four 
sisters,  two  brothers  and  his  grandparents. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Summit 
church  by  William  C.  Eicher,  assisted  by 
Elders  R.  V.  Simmons  and  J.  T.  Glick. 
Burial  was  in  the  Summit  cemetery. — Wil- 
liam C.  Eicher,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Harrold,  Francis  H.,  son  of  Jonas  and 
Lucy  Harmon  Harrold,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  July  6,  1877,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Columbiana,  Ohio,  Sept.  19,  1950. 
He  was  married  to  Delia  Longanecker  on 
June  25,  1899,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
thirteen  children.  He  was  received  into 
fellowship  in  the  Zion  Hill  church  in 
January  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
four  sons,  eight  daughters,  thirty  grand- 
children, four  great-grandchildren  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  writer  in  the  Zion  Hill  church  near 
Columbiana,  and  burial  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  by. — Hugh  Cloppert,  Columbiana, 
Ohio. 

Huffman,  Jacob  Isaac,  was  born  in  Page 
County,  Va.,  Aug.  14,  1862,  and  died  at  his 
home  near  Macdoel,  Calif.,  Sept.  22,  1950. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Fannie  V. 
Garber  on  March  14,  1900,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  wife  and  two  children  preceded 
him  in  death.  In  his  young  manhood  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  served  the  Butte  Valley  congregation 
as  trustee  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school  for  many  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  one  brother,  one  sister,  one  son, 
one  daughter,  one  granddaughter  and  three 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Macdoel  grammar  school  by 
Rev.  William  Bashor  of  Ceres,  Calif.  In- 
terment was  in  the  family  plot  in  the  Lake- 
view  cemetery  near  Macdoel. — Albert 
Crites,  Live  Oak,  Calif. 

Hughes,  Henry  Lee,  son  of  George  and 
Mary  E.  Hughes,  was  born  near  La  Due, 
Mo.,  Nov.  23,  1884,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  -  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Phena  Sanders  on  Dec.  18, 
1923,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  He  is  survived  by  three  chil- 
dren, one  sister  and  three  grandchildren. 
He  was  converted  on  July  4,  1950,  and 
united  with  the  Osceola  church.  Before 
his  death  he  was  anointed  with  oil,  from 
which  he  received  much  comfort. — Ella 
Stong,  Osceola,  Mo. 

Hummel,  George  S.,  died  Aug.  26,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Helen  Cooper  on  June  19,  1917.  He 
is  survived  by  his  mother  and  his  wife. 
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CBYF    MECHANICAL    PENCIL 

This  attractive  pencil  resembles  the  mechanical  pencils  pictured  and 
described  below.  On  the  white  plastic  barrel  is  stamped  a  CBYF 
emblem  in  red  and  blue  and  the  words,  "Church  of  the  Brethren 
Youth  Fellowship"  in  blue.  A  certificate  of  guarantee  accompanies 
each  pencil.   Each,  75  cents. 


METAL    PENCILS 
Size,  closed,  4  inches;  open,  6  inches 

A  new  metal  pencil  decorated  in  two  colors  and  inscribed  with 
a  Scripture  text.  Excellent  for  award  purposes.  Complete 
with  lead  pencil  and  eraser.  Refill  with  short  pencils.  Each 
10  cents;  12  for  the  price  of  10. 

Order  by  number 
No.  146  John  14:  6  No.  316  John  3: 16 

No.  231  Psalm  23:  1  No.  712  Matt.  7: 12 

MECHANICAL    LEAD    PENCILS 

No.  757— Mechanical  pencil  with  stamped 
black  wording  THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEP- 
HERD—beautiful  shell-finish  plastic  bar- 
rel, strong,  durable  construction,  brass 
metal  tip,  rubber  hidden  in  inner  barrel 
which  contains  extra  leads,  regular  size 
leads.    75c  each. 

No.  656 — Mechanical  pencil  with  stamped 
black  wording— JESUS  NEVER  FAILS— 
same  as  No.  757  but  has  pure-white  plastic 
barrel.    75c  each. 


COMBINATION  PAPER  CUTTER. 

LETTER  OPENER. 

AND  RULER 

Plastic  material.  IV2  inches  long.  Choice 
of  pictures:  The  Good  Shepherd;  Christ  in 
Gethsemane;  Christ  Knocking  at  the  Door. 

25c  each,  S2.50  per  dozen 


He  was  a  Sunday-school  teacher  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  the  trustee  board  for 
three  years  and  a  deacon  for  over  twenty- 
three  years.  Our  pastor-elect  and  Bro.  B. 
F.  Waltz  of  the  Germantown  church  had 
charge  of  the  funeral  service. — Mary  K. 
Spence,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hutchinson,  Catherine  Brown,  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Bryan, 
Ohio,  Sept.  23,  1950,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years.  On  Dec.  8,  1887,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  George  Hutchinson,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Lick  Creek 
church.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
two  stepchildren,  one  grandchild  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Lick  Creek  church  by  Bro. 
H.  H.  Hendricks,  assisted  by  the  writer. 
Interment  was  in  the  Brown  cemetery. — 
A.  P.  Musselman,  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Kauffman,  Hattie  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daniel  Raffensberger,  was  born 
Sept.  23,  1888,  near  Dillsburg,  Pa.,  and  died 
at  the  St.  Johns  hospital  in  Salina,  Kansas, 
Sept.  23,  1950.  Most  of  her  life  was  spent  in 
the  Holland  community,  where  she  was 
baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Hol- 
land church  in  1924.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Jesse  Kauffman  in  1912,  and 
two  daughters  were  born  to  this  union. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  her  hus- 
band and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  the  undersigned  in  the 
Navarre  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Navarre 
cemetery. — Elmer  L.  Dadisman,  Navarre, 
Kansas. 

Miller,  Abraham,  died  at  the  Rocking- 
ham Memorial  hospital,  Va.,  May  22,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  several  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  from  the  Lindsey  funeral  home 
by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  assisted  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Bethel 
cemetery. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Miller,  Clayton,  died  May  11,  1950,  at 
his  home  in  Manheim,  Pa.,  in  the  bounds 
of  the  White  Oak  congregation,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  He  is  survived  by 
four  sons,  three  daughters  and  one  sister. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  many 
years    ago.     He    wa«    a    member    of    the 


Church  of  the  Brethren.  Services  were 
held  at  the  Graybill  house  by  the  home 
ministers.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Susan  M.  Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Miller,  Ella,  wife  of  Bro.  Allen  K.  Miller, 
died  July  29,  1950.  in  the  St.  Joseph  hos- 
pital in  Lancaster,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  two  sons,  three  daughters, 
one  sister  and  two  brothers.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Manheim  church  by  the  home 
ministers.  Interment  was  in  the  East- 
view  cemetery. — Susan  M.  Cassel,  Man- 
heim, Pa. 

Miller,  Emily  M.,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Amanda  Bear  Hollinger,  was  born  Dec.  2, 
1869,  and  died  at  her  home  in  East  Berlin, 
Pa.,  July  23,  1950.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Elder  Samuel  S.  Miller  on  Oct.  20, 
1904.  Her  husband  passed  away  on  June 
11,  1945.  She  is  survived  by  one  sister, 
one  nephew  and  two  stepchildren.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Upper  Conewago 
congregation.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  Mummert's  meetinghouse  near  East 
Berlin,  Pa.,  by  Elders  J.  Monroe  Danner 
and  George  W.  Hull.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Frances  E.  Shaf- 
fer, East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Miller,  Harvey  C,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susie  Miller,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1891,  and 
died  in  his  home  at  Coalsville,  Ohio,  Sept. 

18,  1950.  On  June  10,  1911,  he  was  married 
to  Stella  Dorn,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children.  He  accepted  Christ  as  his 
Savior  in  the  Brookville  church  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  He  has  been  active  in  the 
Middle  District  church  for  approximately 
eighteen  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  church  by  his  pastor,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Ralph  Brumbaugh. — C.  V.  Coppock, 
Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

Nelling,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Oscar  Mar- 
tin and  Myrtle  Heckman,   was  born  Oct. 

19,  1915,  and  died  May  29,  1950,  at  her  home 
in  Chambersburg,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  Howard  R.  Nelling,  and  one 
daughter.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Chambersburg  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  by  her  pastor,  Wayne  A.  Nicar- 
ry,  in  the  Chambersburg  church.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Lincoln  cemetery. 
— Frances  O.  Nicarry,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 


Sallman  Picture  Panels 

Each  full-colored  Sallman  picture  has  a  gold 
underlay,  and  is  expertly  laminated.  Each 
panel  is  packed  in  a  beautiful  white  gift  box. 

(Wa) 
Size    4%  x  5V4   inches.     Price    $1.50 

N3700.  Head  of  Christ 
N3701.  Christ  in  Gethsemane 
N3702.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door 
N3703.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 
N3704.  The  Boy  Christ 
N3705.  Christ  at  Dawn 
N3706.  Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 
Size  5*4  x  7%  inches.  Price  $2.25 
N3800.  Head  of  Christ  N3803.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

N3801.  Christ  in  Gethsemane  N3804.  The  Boy  Christ 

N3802.  Christ  at  Heart's  Door  N3805.  Christ   at  Dawn 

N3806.  Jesus,  the  Children's  Friend 


Oyler,  Samuel  Orren,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Va.,  Feb.  11,  1880,  and  died  in 
Ottawa,  Franklin  County,  Kansas,  Sept.  22, 
1950.  He  was  married  to  Callie  Pane,  who 
died  several  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by 
three  daughters,  three  sons  and  four 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
McVeys  mortuary  in  Ottawa,  Kansas,  by 
the  undersigned,  after  which  the  body  was 
taken  to  Garden  City,  Kansas,  where  an- 
other service  was  held.  Burial  was  in  the 
Valley  View  cemetery  in  Garden  City. — 
J.  M.  Ward,   Ottawa,  Kansas. 

Rightnour,  Barbara,  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Mary  Ann  Benner  Rightnour,  was  born 
near  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  20,  1884,  and 
died  Sept.  27,  1950.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  K.  R.  Miller  funeral  home  by 
Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson.  Burial  was  in  the  Nico- 
demus  cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  O.  Beery,  Mar- 
tinsburg, Pa. 

Sanger,  Bettie  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  G. 
and  Sarah  Stover  Pobst,  was  born  July  3, 
1852,  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  died  Aug.  15, 
1950.  She  was  blind  for  twelve  years.  She 
is  survived  by  six  children,  one  of  whom 
is  an  elder  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
On  Dec.  21,  1875,  she  was  married  to  Henry 
E.  Sanger,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in 
1920.  She  lived  in  the  Peach  Blossom  con- 
gregation for  sixty-three  years,  being  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  Fairview 
church.  Services  were  held  in  the  Fair- 
view  church  by  Elders  Harry  H.  Ziegler 
and  Barry  T.  Fox.  Burial  was  in  the 
Fairview  cemetery. — Ella  S.  Fike,  Easton, 
Md. 

Simpkins,  Jake  K.,  son  of  John  Perry 
and  Martha  M.  Simpkins,  was  born  Nov. 
18,  1894,  in  Montgomery  County,  Va.,  and 
died  May  4,  1950,  at  his  home  in  Haw- 
thorne, Calif.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Irene  Simpkins,  three 
brothers  and  one  sister. — Mrs.  M.  E.  Reed, 
Troutville,  Va. 

Snyder,  Anna,  died  at  her  home,  Oct.  5, 
1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  John  W.  Sny- 
der, four  daughters  and  two  sons.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  undersigned,  her 
pastor.  Burial  was  in  the  Shiloh  cemetery. 
— John  B.  Wieand,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Sowers,  Wilbert  J.,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Edward  Sowers,  died  at  his  home  in 
East  Berlin,  Pa.,  July  30,  1950,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mary  Eisenhart  Sowers,  three  sisters, 
two  brothers,  one  half  sister,  one  half 
brother,  one  stepsister  and  two  stepbroth- 
ers. He  was  a  member  of  the  Upper  Cone- 
wago congregation.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Mummerts  meetinghouse  near 
East  Berlin,  Pa.,  by  Elder  J.  Monroe  Dan- 
ner. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.—Frances  E.  Shaffer,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Spiizmesser,  Armeda  Alice,  was  born  in 
Indiana  and  died  at  Carstairs,  Alberta, 
Canada.  She  was  a  very  active  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  her 
early  years.  She  raised  three  sons  and 
six  daughters.  Her  husband,  Adolph,  sur- 
vives. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Jacques  funeral  home  in  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  M.  Mc- 
Cune,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Sponseller,  Jennie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
David  and  Martha  Shong,  was  born  in  De- 
fiance County,  Ohio,  Feb.  27,  1869,  and  died 
Sept.  24,  1950,  in  the  Defiance  hospital.  On 
Sept.  6,  1891,  she  was  united  in  marriageto 
Elder  John  L.  Sponseller,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  six  children.    Her  husband  pre- 
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ALWAYS 
THERE  IS  GOD 


by  Robbie  Trent 

•  In  poetic  prose  and  lovely  illustra- 
tions this  beautiful  picture  book  lifts  up 
the  fact  of  God's  presence  in  His  world. 

•  Here  is  the  story  of  the  creation  long 
ago — and  of  the  continuing  creation  in 
nature  and  in  our  own  lives  as  well. 

•  The  author's  interpretations  of  Scrip- 
ture texts  are  on  the  left-hand  pages. 
These  interpretations  are  simple  and 
helpful. 

4* 

T      •  On  the  right  -  hand  pages  are  the  Scripture  texts.    The 

+     pictures,  often  in  color,  span  the  pages. 

T      •  Firmly  rooted  in  Bible  truths,  this  book  will  bring  a  mes- 
T     sage  of  clear,  deep  faith  to  all  ages  of  readers. 
T  The  price  is  $2.00. 
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ceded  her  in  death  on  March  13,  1942.  She 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  two  daughters, 
nine  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild 
and  one  brother.  Early  in  life  she  united 
with  the  Dunkard  Brethren  Church  and  . 
remained  faithful  until  death.  In  June 
she  suffered  a  fall,  at  which  time  she 
called  for  the  elders  of  the  church  and 
received  the  anointing  service.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Sherwood  United 
Brethren  church  by  Elder  Vern  Hostetler. 
Interment  was  in  the  Sherwood  cemetery. 
— Pearl  E.  Rinsberger,  Sherwood,  Ohio. 

Taylor,  Amos  Z.,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Fannie  Zimmerman  Taylor,  was  born  in 
Earl  Township,  Pa.,  Dec.  14,  1875,  and  died 
June  29,  1950,  at  the  Brethren  Home  in 
Neffsville,  Pa.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Alice  Martin  on  Sept.  12,  1897.  They 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Spring  Grove  congregation,  in  which  office 
they  served  faithfully  for  about  forty 
years.  After  moving  to  Ephrata,  Bro. 
Taylor  also  served  on  the  finance  commit- 
tee, as  a  trustee  and  as  a  teacher.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  foster  son  and 
two  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Ephrata  church  by  his  pastor, 
Elder  W.  N.  Staufer.  Burial  was  in  the 
Mohler  cemetery. — Mabel  M.  Myers, 
Ephrata,  Pa. 

Thomas,  James  M.,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Clarissa  Maust  Thomas,  was  born  near 
Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  3,  1872,  and 
died  May  31,  1950.  His  wife,  Jennie  Mae 
Herring  Thomas,  preceded  him  in  death  on 
Dec.  12,  1945.  He  is  survived  by  one  broth- 
er, one  sister  and  several  nieces  and 
nephews.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Canaan  church  and  the  adult  Bible 
class.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  church.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Canaan  church  by  Bro.  M.  Guy 
West.  Burial  was  in  the  Bethel  cemetery 
at  Farmington,  Pa. — Mrs.  Jonas  C  Seese, 
Gibbon  Glade,  Pa. 

Umble,  Henry,  died  Sept.  30,  1950,  in  the 
General  hospital  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  one  son,  six  daughters,  two  sis- 
ters and  five  brothers.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  Services  were  held  at  the  Long- 
enecker  house  by  Brethren  Jesse  Cassel, 
C  W.  Gibbel  and  Graybill  Hershey.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Susan  M.  Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Unger,  Milton  J.,  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
Seman  Unger,  was  born  in  Darke  County, 
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Ohio,  May  4,  1883,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  Oct.  10,  1950.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  forty  years.  On  Jan.  14,  1905,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elva  Commons 
and  to  this  union  were  born  three  daugh- 
ters. He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
daughter,  one  grandson,  three  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Oakland  church  by  the  under- 
signed. Burial  was  in  the  Gettysburg 
cemetery.— Moyne  Landis,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio. 

Wentz,  Myrtle  M.,  daughter  of  Henry  K. 
and  Annie  M.  Gearhart  Harshbarger,  was 
born  in  Mattawana,  Pa.,  Aug.  23,  1890,  and 
died  in  the  Lewistown  hospital.  Pa.,  Aug. 
17,  1950.  On  Oct.  26,  1922,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Claude  A.  Wentz.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First 
church,  Lewistown,  since  childhood.  She 
was  always  active  in  church  work,  serving 
as  president  of  the  Living  Links  Sunday- 
school  class  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  ladies'  aid  society. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Fretz 
funeral  home  by  Bro.  Harry  Spanogle  of 
Sebring,  Fla.,  former  pastor  of  the  First 
church,  Lewistown,  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  A. 
Rupley.  Interment  was  in  the  Mount  Rock 
cemetery. — Owen  O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewis- 
town,  Pa. 

Whissen,  Mrs.  Charles,  died  Aug.  5,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband  and  several  chil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  Methodist  church  in  Mt.  Crawford  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  Steph- 
enson. Burial  was  in  the  near-by  ceme- 
tery.— M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Whitmore,  Minor,  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one years.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  a  young  man.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  Salem  Lutheran  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Rev.  Bame.  Interment 
was  in  the  near-by  cemetery. — M.  J.  Craun, 
Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Wright,  Emery,  died  in  the  Rockingham 
Memorial  hospital  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.  He 
met  with  an  accident  while  operating  his 
truck.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
his  parents  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  Beaver  Creek 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Smith.  Interment  was  in  the  near-by 
cemetery. — M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 


Church  News 


California 

Paradise. — The  Paradise  church,  which 
was  organized  in  1941,  has  discarded  its 
first  constitution  and  has  adopted  a  new 
one  patterned  after  the  Modesto  and  Long 
Beach  outline  of  the  five  commission  plan. 
There  are  fifteen  members  on  the  general 
church  board.  The  elder,  Fred  Butter- 
baugh,  was  made  the  chairman  for  the 
first  year.  This  plan  is  an  attempt  to 
make  every  member  active  in  the  work 
of  the  church.  Our  pastor's  brother,  Doyle 
Montz,  and  his  family  of  La  Verne,  were 
with  us  for  part  of  the  summer.  Pastor 
Montz's  daughter,  Mrs.  Ernest  Harrison, 
directed  a  junior  choir  this  summer.  Our 
promotion  day  services  were  held  on  Sept. 
24  with  our  children's  director,  Iris  Montz, 
in  charge.  Communion  services  were  held 
on  Oct.  8  with  Bro.  Montz  in  charge. 
Visiting  Brethren  from  Chico  assisted. 
Our  pastor's  wife  and  daughter  have 
started  a  junior  church  for  small  children. 
Our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at 
Modesto  were  Dolores  Harrison  and  Fred 
Butterbaugh.  The  women's  work  group 
has  sent  fifteen  boxes  of  clothing  and 
bedding  to  the  Sunshine  mission  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  church  has  voted  to  continue 
the  100%  Messenger  club. — Mrs.  Fred 
Butterbaugh,  Paradise,  Calif. 

Pasadena. — Guest  speakers  have  been 
Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise,  relief  worker  re- 
cently returned  from  Palestine  and  at 
present  regional  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Leprosy  Missions,  Inc.;  Rev.  C.  H. 
Charlton,  superintendent  of  the  American 
Sunday-school  Union  in  this  region;  Sister 
Gladdys  Muir,  instructor  at  Manchester 
College,  Ind.,  and  Mary  Jo  Howell  of 
Lomita,  on  her  return  from  a  year  of 
volunteer  service.  Bro.  Grencille  Daun, 
minister  of  Christian  education,  had 
charge  of  our  church  program  during  the 
month  of  August,  while  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Donald  E.  Rowe,  was  on  vacation.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of  our  mem- 
bers vacationed  away  from  home  the  past 
summer,  the  church  attendance  kept  up 
well.  Although  construction  is  not  yet 
begun  on  our  proposed  new  church  plant 
to  be  erected  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
city,  money  is  being  raised  and  prepara- 
tions made  to  begin  it  in  the  near  future. 
Oct.  8  was  share  day,  when  the  member- 
ship was  urged  to  buy  one,  two  or  more 
shares  in  the  new  church  building.  The 
1950-51  church  yearbook  was  distributed 
on  this  same  day.  Some  of  our  young 
men  have  been  called  into  service.    One 
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person  was  baptized  into  the  church  on 
Oct.  8.  The  morning  worship  service  is 
now  being  recorded  for  the  shut-ins  of 
the  church  on  a  new  tape  recorder,  which 
was  presented  to  the  church  by  one  of  its 
members.  Our  church  observed  World 
Communion  Sunday  on  Oct.  1.  Our 
pastor,  Donald  E.  Rowe,  Sister  Mary 
Everhart  and  Bro.  John  Gibbel  served 
as  our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona,  held  at 
Glendale,  Ariz.,  Oct.,  12-15.— Maud  New- 
comer, Pasadena,  Calif. 

Colorado 
Rocky  Ford. — On  the  evening  of  Sept.  13 
we  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  council. 
We  decided  to  change  our  church  year 
from  Jan.  1  to  Oct.  1  and  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  A.  G. 
Miller  was  elected  elder.  Our  church  and 
Sunday-school  work  has  grown  in  interest 
and  attendance  under  the  general  direc- 
tion of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Frank  E.  Nies, 
and  his  wife,  who  will  begin  their  third 
year's  work  here  this  November.  Bro. 
Nies  is  president  of  our  local  ministerial 
association.  On  Oct.  1  our  Sunday  school 
observed  rally  and  promotion  day.  That 
evening  our  CBYF  officers  were  installed 
in  a  candlelight  service.  On  the  evening 
of  Oct.  8  we  held  our  fall  love  feast  with 
Bro.  Nies  presiding.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  held  in  Denver  were  A. 
G.  Miller,  Ida  Fancher  and  Larry  Andrews. 
Our  CBYF  group  has  as  their  project 
helping    to     develop     Camp     Colorado,     a 


church  camp  site  which  has  been  pur- 
chased by  our  district.  We  have  had 
the  pictures,  God's  Acre  and  The 
Shepherd  of  India  shown  in  our  church. 
Our  church  supports  Bro.  Ernest  Wampler 
on  the  China  mission  field.  On  Oct.  5  six 
of  our  members  attended  the  missionary 
rally  held  in  the  Wiley  church,  with  Bro. 
Premchand  G.  Bhagat  of  India  as  the 
main  speaker.  Bro.  Kurtis  Naylor  of 
Denver  also  told  us  about  his  work  in 
South  America.  Rev.  C.  S.  Mundell,  a 
retired  M.  E.  minister,  has  filled  our  pulpit 
several  times  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor 
and  on  Sept.  10  Bro.  Lawrence  Rule  of 
Denver  preached  for  us.  We  have  sent 
large  gift  and  relief  packages  to  our 
general  relief  work,  to  the  Navajo  Indians, 
to  the  Salvation  Army  and  to  our  state 
hospital.  We  have  a  midweek  prayer 
service  and  Bible  study  conducted  by 
Bro.  Nies. — Blanche  Frantz,  Rocky  Ford, 
Colo. 

Idaho 
Nampa. — Our  business  meeting  was  held 
on  Sept.  1  and  Sunday-school  and  church 
officers  were  elected.  The  budget  was 
approved  for  1950-51.  Bro.  Oscar  A. 
Slifer,  Jr.,  and  his  family  were  with  us 
on  Sept.  3.  On  Sept.  24  installation  services 
were  held  for  our  new  pastor.  At  the 
close  a  word  of  goodwill  was  given  by 
our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Francis  Barr,  who 
resigned  because  of  ill-health.  He  and 
his  family  will  remain  in  Nampa.  The  new 
church    and     Sunday-school    officers    and 
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will  also  love  these  books  written  by  Marguerite  Henry 
and  illustrated  by  Wesley  Dennis 

MISTY    OF    CHINCOTEAGUE 

Here  is  a  story  as  real  as  today — the 
story  of  a  boy  and  a  girl  who  live  at 
Pony  Ranch  on  Chincoteague  Island, 
off  the  Virginia  coast,  and  who  set 
their  hearts  on  owning  one  of  the 
freedom-loving  wild  ponies  of  near- 
by Assateague  Island.  How  Paul  and 
Maureen  help  to  capture  one  of  the 
wild  mares  and  her  little  colt,  and 
how  they  domesticate  them,  is  a 
thrilling  story. 


KING    OF    THE    WIND 

The  story — based  on  fact — of  one  of 
the  most  famous  horses  of  all  time, 
the  almost  legendary  Godolphin 
Arabian.  Beginning  in  the  court  of 
the  Sultan  of  Morocco,  the  story 
sweeps  across  France  and  then  into 
England,  one  exciting  incident  follow- 
ing fast  upon  another. 


SEA    STAR:    ORPHAN    OF    CHINCOTEAGUE 

A  new  story  of  the  famous  wild  ponies  of  Chincoteague,  this 
book  tells  of  the  orphan  pony,  named  Sea  Star  by  Paul  and 
Maureen.  Misty  is  now  grown  up,  and  plays  a  part  in  this 
story  of  life  at  Pony  Ranch,  where  things  are  happening  in 
their  usual  exciting  and  dramatic  fashion.  Another  beautiful 
and  appealing  book  by  two  great  artists. 

Each  title,  $2.75 


teacehrs  were  also  installed.  On  Sept.  26 
a  banquet  was  held  in  honor  of  church  and 
Sunday-school  and  Bible  school  officers  and 
choir  members.  Rev.  Hartzel  Cobb  of  the 
First  Christian  church  of  Boise  was  the 
speaker.  On  Sept.  28  the  officers  of  the 
women's  work  were  installed  at  the  Julia 
circle  meeting.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
new  church  year  World  Communion  Sun- 
day was  observed.  On  Oct.  3  a  reception 
was  held  for  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Oscar  A. 
Slifer,  and  his  family. — Martha  Goodman, 
Nampa,  Idaho. 

Indiana 

Rossville. — At  our  last  council  our  pastor, 
Bro.  G.  L.  Wine,  was  chosen  to  serve  as 
our  elder  for  another  year.  Our  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  Bro.  Fred  Laprad, 
was  one  of  two  representatives  of  the 
Southern  District  of  Indiana  to  attend  the 
World  Convention  of  Christian  Education 
at  Toronto,  Canada.  His  family  accom- 
panied him.  He  reported  on  the  convention 
at  our  Sunday  services.  Brother  and  Sister 
Wine  visited  their  daughter  and  her  fam- 
ily in  California  in  September.  Our  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  were  Harry 
Gochenour  and  Frank  Replogle. — Mrs. 
Vernie  Jackson,  Rossville,  Ind. 

South  Bend,  Second. — While  our  pastor 
and  his  family  were  on  vacation  Brethren 
Eldon  Evans  of  New  Paris  and  Russell 
Bollinger  of  North  Manchester  preached 
for  us.  Bro.  Eshelman,  Agness  Worthen 
and  Amanda  Metzler  were  our  delegates 
to  the  district  conference.  On  Aug.  27  our 
pastor  conducted  our  harvest  meeting  serv- 
ices. At  our  regular  council  meeting  on 
Sept.  1  Elder  E.  Wayne  Gerdes  was  elected 
as  our  elder  for  the  coming  year.  Church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  at 
this  meeting.  On  Sept.  22  the  men's  or- 
ganization held  a  banquet  for  the  Softball 
team.  The  women's  work  enjoyed  a  mis- 
sionary meeting  on  Sept.  21,  the  guest 
speaker  being  Mrs.  Homer  Burke,  recent- 
ly returned  from  Puerto  Rico.  Since  our 
pastor  and  his  family  formerly  lived  in 
Pennsylvania,  we  have  enjoyed  having 
some  visitors  from  their  home  state.  Our 
average  Sunday-school  attendance  has  in- 
creased by  twenty  persons  during  the  last 
church  year  over  the  attendance  of  the 
former  year.  Five  persons  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  on  Sept.  24.  Our 
communion  will  be  held  on  Nov.  12. — 
Mrs.  Roy  L.  Metzler,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Spring  Creek. — An  all-church  social  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  30  as  a  fare- 
well for  Bro.  Custer  and  his  family  and  as 
a  welcome  for  Bro.  Tyler  and  his  family. 
A  parting  gift  was  given  to  Bro.  Custer. 
The  district  meeting  was  held  here  in 
August.  Bro.  George  Snell,  one  of  our 
older  members,  is  in  a  rest  home  at  South 
Whitley,  having  suffered  another  stroke  in 
August.  Our  home-coming  and  harvest 
meeting  was  held  Sept.  17.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Tyler,  spoke  in  the  forenoon  and  Bro. 
Hubert  Newcomer  in  the  afternoon. 
Church  officers  were  elected  at  the  regular 
business  meeting  on  Sept.  3,  with  Elder 
Edward  Kintner  presiding.  Bro.  Howard 
Kreider  was  chosen  elder  and  Ada 
Stumpff  correspondent.  Three  letters  were 
received  and  four  granted.  Bro.  John  Lap- 
rad conducted  our  revival  meetings  the 
second  week  in  October.  The  trustees  were 
authorized  to  investigate  the  buying  of  a 
parsonage.  The  aid  society  continues  to 
work  on  garments  and  comforters  for  re- 
lief. The  project  for  1951  is  layettes  and 
felt  house  slippers.  Our  Booster  club  took 
in  around  $250  this  past  year.  Our  sun- 
shine and  smile  boxes  will  be  passed  out 
soon.— Mrs.  Ada  Stumpff,  South  Whitley, 
Ind. 

Walnut  Street. — On  Sept.  24  the  corner- 
stone of  our  church  was  laid.  Bro 
Schwalm  and  the  officials  of  Manchester 
College  kindly  offered  the  chapel  and  class- 
rooms there  for  our  services  during  the 
building  period.  Five  new  deacons  were 
consecrated  recently.  The  women's  work 
project  for  this  district  this  year  will  be 
making  house  slippers  for  hospital  patients 
in  Europe.  Our  district  conference  was 
held  at  the  Spring  Creek  church  Aug.  16- 
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19.  Our  delegates  were  Bro.  Kintner,  Pas- 
tor H.  F.  Richards,  Karleton  Halladay, 
Mrs.  C.  Ray  Keim  and  Ruth  Mary  Halla- 
day. The  district  women's  work  organiza- 
tion gave  $690  to  the  Brotherhood  Fund. 
One  women's  class  sent  a  heifer  to  Ger- 
many in  September.  Some  were  also  sent 
by  individuals  from  this  church.  The 
boards  and  committees  met  on  Sept.  17  to 
plan  for  the  year's  work.  A  reception  for 
college  students,  sponsored  by  the  church, 
was  held  Sept.  17.  Dr.  T.  Kagawa  spoke 
to  a  large  audience  on  Sept.  24.  Alice  King 
Eby,  our  veteran  India  missionary,  is  re- 
covering from  a  broken  hip  at  her  home. 
We  observed  our  communion  on  Oct.  1. 
Our  council  was  held  on  Oct.  5. — Edna 
Mae  Younker,   North  Manchester,   Ind. 

Pennsylvania 
Pleasant  Hill. — Our  church  recreational 
farm  is  being  developed  as  rapidly  as 
funds  will  allow  and  is  used  by  church  and 
outside  groups.  Our  pastor  held  an  evan- 
gelistic meeting  at  Mt.  Joy  Oct.  2-15.  Our 
pastor  is  also  planning  to  conduct  a  class 
in  church  doctrine  this  winter.  Bro.  Ralph 
W.  Schlosser  will  be  with  us  Jan.  5-7  to 
conduct  a  Bible  institute.  Our  ladies'  aid 
has  quilted  twenty-five  large  quilts,  two 
baby  quilts  and  made  and  quilted  two 
comforters.  The  church  choir  under  the 
direction  of  Donald  Seese,  with  Jo  Ann 
Byers  as  pianist,  is  already  preparing  their 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  480.  Wanted:  Reliable  Brethren  man 
desiring  to  live  in  country  home  can  have 
room  and  board  in  exchange  for  help  with 
chores  about  home  when  not  otherwise 
employed.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  481.  Wanted:  Several  Brethren  fam- 
ilies to  move  to  church  community  near 
Welda,  Kansas.  Several  farms  available 
close  to  school  and  church.  Prairie  grass 
pasture,  grains,  vegetables  and  small 
fruits  produced  here.  Good  cattle  land. 
Write:  Mrs.  Omer  Vanscoyoc,  Welda,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.  482.  Wanted:  Good  Christian  single 
man  33  to  40  years  old  to  work  in  furni- 
ture store  in  Peoria,  111.  Write:  Mrs.  Ben 
Moreland,  Box  251,  Lacon,  HI. 

No.  483.  Wanted:  Finances  to  start  an- 
other Brethren  home  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  $100  up  is  acceptable.  Will  pay  five 
per  cent  interest.  Write:  Chester  Kintner, 
Alvordton,  Ohio. 

No.  484.  For  Sale:  Modern  home.  One 
block  from  Brethren  church  and  college. 
Six  rooms,  nice  shade.  Possession  Nov. 
15.  For  terms  write:  Tracy  Hardy,  319 
Carrie  St.,  McPherson,  Kansas. 

No.  485.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
with  purebred  Guernsey  cattle  and  gener- 
al farming,  to  assume  some  responsibility 
when  owner  is  away.  Brethren  community. 
Write:  Andrew  J.  Hoff,  Box  197,  New 
Windsor,  Md. 

No.  486.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
on  dairy  farm  and  do  general  farm  work. 
Room,  board  furnished.  Brethren  home 
near  Palmyra  church.  Good  offer  to  right 
man.  Write:  Abram  E.  Risser,  Horseshoe 
Farm,  R.   1,  Annville,  Pa. 

No.  487.  Wanted:  Lady  for  housework 
and  to  help  care  for  invalid  lady  in  Breth- 
ren home  near  Brethren  church.  Good 
permanent  home  and  wages.  Write:  W.  E. 
Roesch,  619  E.  10th  St.,  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.  488.  Wanted :  Woman  help  for  Breth- 
ren Old  Folks  Home,  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  Live  in.  Write:  O.  J.  Has- 
singer,  Huntsdale,  Pa. 


annual  Christmas  program.  At  our  quar- 
terly council  Bro.  Roy  S.  Forney,  pastor  of. 
the  Morrellville  church,  was  re-elected 
elder  for  the  coming  year.  Ten  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  regional  youth 
conference  at  New  Enterprise  Sept.  15  and 
16.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough,  returned  mission- 
ary to  India,  was  with  us  on  Sept.  24.  He 
spoke  to  the  children  during  the  Sunday- 
school  period  on  How  and  What  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Worship  in  India.  He  delivered 
both  morning  and  evening  messages, 
based  on  God's  Love.  Bro.  Robert  Eshle- 
man  of  Elizabethtown  College  was  with  us 
the  week  end  of  Sept.  30.  On  Saturday 
evening  he  conducted  a  class  on  The 
Christian  Family  and  preached  on  Are  We 
on  the  Right  Road?  Our  love,  feast  was 
held  Oct.  1  with  Bro.  Gould  and  Bro.  Esh- 
leman  presiding. — Mrs.  Guy  Carney,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 

Spring  Grove. — A  harvest  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Kemper  house  with  services  in 
both  forenoon  and  afternoon.  Bro.  Henry 
Wenger  of  the  West  Conestoga  congrega- 
tion preached  at  both  services.  On  the 
evening  of  Aug.  27  the  mixed  quartet  and 
the  male  quartet  of  the  Akron  church 
presented  a  program  in  song  at  the  young 
people's  meeting  at  the  Kemper  house. 
Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  at  the 
Kemper  house  Sept.  10-24  with  Bro.  Joseph 
Moyer  of  the  Indian  Creek  congregation  as 
the  evangelist.  As  a  result  of  the  meetings, 
four  persons  were  baptized.  On  the  after- 
noon of  Sept.  24  several  of  our  members 
worshiped  with  the  folks  at  the  Neffsville 
Brethren  home,  at  which  time  Bro.  Joseph 
Moyer,  our  evangelist,  delivered  the  mes- 
sage. Love  feast  was  held  at  the  Kemper 
house  on  Oct.  1.  Visiting  ministers  were 
Brethren  Frank  Layser  of  Myerstown,  Ed- 
ward Wingert  of  the  Back  Creek  congre- 
gation and  J.  L.  Miller  and  Murray  Lehman 
of  the  New  Fairview  congregation. — Mary 
Esther  Stoner,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Somerset. — Clara  Harper  brought  a 
morning  message  concerning  her  work  in 
Africa.  Our  general  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent, Bro.  M.  A.  Bowlby,  repre- 
sented us  at  the  World's  Sunday-school 
Convention  held  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and 
returned  with  a  splendid  report.  On  Aug. 
27    Bro.    Homer    C.    Hess    of    Morrellville 


brought  the  message  while  our  pastor  was 
attending  the  Shade  Creek  home-coming  in 
the  Berkey  church.  Our  Achievement  Of-  • 
fering  for  missions  was  taken  on  Sept.  17. 
On  Sept.  24  we  had  our  rally  day  pro- 
gram in  the  Sunday  school.  An  installation 
of  Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers  was 
held  at  the  evening  service.  At  our  regu- 
lar council  meeting  on  Sept.  25  church  of- 
ficers were  elected.  Our  church  year  was 
changed  from  Jan.  1  to  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Sam- 
uel J.  Cupp,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Uniontown. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  with  an  enrollment  of 
ninety-one  and  an  average  attendance  of 
eighty-five.  The  closing  program  was  pre- 
sented during  the  church  services  one 
Sunday.  Thelma  Cunningham  served  as 
dean  of  the  school.  During  the  summer 
months  our  church  joined  with  the  other 
churches  of  our  city  in  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning union  services.  Five  of  our  Sunday- 
school  workers  attended  the  regional 
workshop,  which  was  held  at  Juniata  Col- 
lege Aug.  20-25.  At  our  council  meeting  on 
Sept.  11  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Oct.  1  was  observed  as  rally  day 
with  an  inspirational  service  of  consecra- 
tion for  all  church  workers  and'  members. 
— Mrs.  Pearl  Cunningham,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

York,  Second. — The  Homebuilders  class 
sponsored  a  program  by  the  Prim  Singers 
of  Harrisburg.  Mrs.  George  Stough  and 
Walter  Bachman  were  our  delegates  to  the 
ministerial  and  Sunday-school  meeting  at 
Hanover.  Ira  Petre,  missionary  to  Africa, 
spoke  at  the  evening  service  on  Aug.  27. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Linford  Rotenberger,  re- 
cently preached  a  series  of  sermons  on  the 
subject.  What  Do  We  Know  About  God? 
at  the  morning  worship  and  in  the  eve- 
nings a  series  on  The  Shepherd  Psalm.  A 
Bible  quiz  was  included  in  special  evening 
services.  The  Sanger  brothers  quartet  of 
Lebanon  presented  a  program  of  sacred 
music  in  August.  Several  women  attended 
the  women's  work  retreat  at  Camp  Swa- 
tara.  At  our  council  meeting  in  September 
Bro.  Fred  Bosserman  was  elected  deacon 
and  two  members  were  received  by  letter. 
Rally  day  was  observed  on  Sept.  24  with 
a  special  program.  The  amount  of  our 
Achievement  Offering  was  $220. — Mrs. 
Walter  M.  Bachman,  Jr.,  York,  Pa. 


SCENES  FROM  THE  PSALMS 


Interpretations  by  Harry  A.  Brandt 


Photographs  by  Ernest  G.  Hoff 


Fourteen  nature  passages  from  the  Psalms 
are  each  illustrated  by  an  appropriate  pic- 
ture, and  interpreted  in  a  short  chapter. 
The  aim  is  to  present  familiar  scriptures 
in  terms  of  the  scenes  and  life  experiences 
of  our  times.  The  book  is  a  work  of  art 
and  can  be  highly  recommended  to  those 
who  love  both  the  creation  and  the  Word 
of  God.  A  unique  and  useful  book  for  per- 
sonal reading,  or  as  a  gift  for  another.  Six- 
teen pictures,  64  pages.  75c  per  copy. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


TAKE  HEART 

Pictures  and  Comments  by  Ernest  G.  Hoff 

Out  of  the  thousands  of  fine  pictures  the 
author-photographer  has  taken,  he  has 
selected  some  of  the  best  as  the  basis  for 
brief  editorial  interpretation.  Combining 
two  complementary  skills  he  has  produced 
a  unique  and  beautiful  book.  The  central 
theme  strikes  an  encouraging  note.  In  the 
common  as  well  as  the  unusual  scenes  of 
life  the  author  finds  many  reasons  why  one 
should  take  heart.  Ninety-five  pictures 
and  ninety-six  large-sized  pages.  A  book 
to  cherish  and  to  share.  Price,  $2.00. 


Tennessee 

Liberty. — Our  church  met  in  council  Aug. 
25,  with  Bro.  Ernie  Rowe  in  charge;  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Rowe  was  re-elected  elder  and  pas- 
tor and  the  writer  Messenger  correspond- 
ent. Our  love  feast  was  held  Sept.  23.  I 
want  to  thank  everyone  who  visited  me 
while  I  was  in  the  hospital  and  after  I  re- 
turned home  and  I  want  also  to  thank 
those  who  sent  cards  and  flowers.  I  also 
want  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  many 
prayers  that  were  offered  for  me. — Mrs. 
J.  B.  Isenberg,  Jonesboro,  Tenn. 

Mountain  Valley. — On  Sept.  24  Bro.  A.  M. 
Laughrun  came  to  us  for  one  week  of 
meetings,  closing  with  our  annual  love 
feast,  which  we  have  had  to  omit  twice 
because  of  our  building  program.  It  was 
the  greatest  one-week  meeting  that  the 
Mountain  Valley  church  has  witnessed 
since  a  similar  meeting  held  by  Bro. 
Laughrun  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  ap- 
proximately eighty  persons  were  added  to 
the  church.  Bro.  Laughrun  was  so  thrilled 
with  the  work  that  has  been  done  since 
he  was  here  before  that  he  turned  over 
the  offering  to  the  building  fund.  Twenty- 
one  new  members  were  baptized  into  the 
church  and  two  were  reclaimed.  The  of- 
fering amounted  to  $358.64.  Our  women's 
work  is  progressing  nicely.  Our  young 
people  enjoyed  a  bus  trip  to  the  Knox- 
ville  fair  recently.— Mrs.  Harrison  Kilday, 
Greeneville,    Tenn. 

Texas 

Falfurrias.— Pearl  Whitcher  conducted  a 
vacation  church  school  with  an  average 
attendance  of  thirty-six.    Thirteen   young 


people  and  leaders  went  from  here  to  the 
district  family  camp  at  Lake  Arthur,  La. 
The  district  meeting  was  held  here.  The 
new  church  was  ready  to  accommodate  the 
meeting  very  comfortably.  The  dedica- 
tion service  was  held  with  Bro.  Harold 
Row  delivering  a  stirring  message.  The 
churches  of  the  district  were  well  repre- 
sented and  we  enjoyed  a  fine  meeting. 
Brother  and  Sister  K.  O.  Thralls  and  their 
daughter  arrived  on  Sept.  2  to  take  over 
the  pastoral  work  and  the  leadership  of 
the  Brethren  Service  farm.  The  installa- 
tion service  was  conducted  on  Sept.  17  by 
J.  A.  Eby  of  Nocona,  district  ministerial 
secretary.  Bro.  Eby  also  officiated  at  the 
council  meeting  on  the  17th,  at  which  time 
Bro.  Thralls  was  elected  elder.  Our  fall 
love  feast  was  held  on  World  Communion 
Sunday.  Brethren  traveling  south  this 
winter  are  cordially  invited  to  stop  at 
Falfurrias  on  their  way  and  enjoy  the  rich 
spiritual  fellowship  that  awaits  you. — Mrs. 
H.  M.  Landis,  Falfurrias,  Texas. 

Virginia 
Front  Royal. — Fifteen  of  our  young 
people  and  three  adults  attended  the  dis- 
trict skating  party  at  Verona  on  Sept.  5. 
A  box  social  and  going  away  party  for 
Bro.  Loyd  Haag,  who  was  leaving  for 
college,  was  held  by  the  young  people  on 
Sept.  16.  Several  of  our  members  were 
present  at  a  temperance  meeting  con- 
ducted by  Wayne  Womer,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Virginia  Church  Temperance 
Council,  in  the  Riverton  Methodist  church. 
He  also  gave  his  talk  before  the  high 
school  student  body,  sponsored  by  our 
pastor.    We  had  a  song  festival  on  Sept. 
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TODAY    IS    MINE 
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by  Kirby  Page 

Each  of  the  365  daily  devotional  readings  consists  of  a  rec- 
ommended Bible  reading,  an  article  written  by  Dr.  Page  or 
quoted  from  a  noted  clergyman  or  author,  and  a  prayer. 
Each  page  contains  a  helpful  central  thought  to  be  carried 
into  everyday  living.  Emphasizes  man's  right  relations  with 
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Tarlatans,  Chiffons,  and  Organdies.  Prices, 
Quality  and  Service  best  for  over  fifty  years. 
Samples  free. 

R.  E.   Arnold,   Elgin,   Illinois 


10.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Platter,  attended  the 
peace  conference  at  Bridgewater  Sept.  25 
and  26.  All  church  departments  have 
been  reorganized.  We  held  our  council 
meeting  on  Sept.  22.  Four  of  our  women 
attended  the  district  women's  meeting  on 
Oct.  7.  Our  pastor  and  some  of  our  mem- 
bers have  been  visiting  our  Brethren  in 
the  district,  acquainting  them  with  the 
mission  work  of  the  Front  Royal  church 
an*  soliciting  their  help  for  a  new  church 
building  which  is  badly  needed.  We  were 
given  authority  to  do  this  work  at  the 
district  meeting  last  spring. — Cecile  R. 
Smith,  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Laurel  Branch. — We  met  in  our  council 
on  Sept.  19.  The  annual  church  visit  was 
made  to  each  member  present.  Several 
of  our  young  people  attended  the  week-end 
district  camp.  Our  vacation  church  school 
was  held  under  the  supervision  of  Martha 
Cupp.  Elder  Willard  Agee  of  North  Caro- 
lina conducted  a  week  of  evangelistic 
meetings.  The  women  gave  ten  dozen 
diapers  and  ten  dollars  to  the  district  proj- 
ect for  Kassel,  Germany.  We  have  re- 
cently purchased  new  pews  and  laid  a 
new  floor  in  our  church  auditorium.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  4.  Three 
certificates  of  membership  have  been 
granted  and  we  have  lost  one  member 
by  death  since  our  last  report. — Julia  Reed, 
Floyd,  Va. 

Poages  Mill. — Our  church  work  has  been 
moving  steadily  forward  this  summer.  We 
are  without  a  pastor  at  present  but  are 
fortunate  to  have  very  inspiring  and  spir- 
itual messages  each  Sunday  by  Bro.  Henry 
Eller;  Bro.  Ezra  Bowman;  our  elder,  Bro. 
John  Showalter;  and  Bro.  H.  Allan  Hoo- 
ver. Our  district  conference  at  the  Copper 
Hill  church  was  enjoyed  by  several  of  our 
members.  Our  women's  organization  is 
furnishing  our  church  kitchen  as  we  plan 
to  entertain  the  district  conference  in  1951. 
Our  church  met  in  regular  council  in 
August  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Showalter, 
presiding.  Church  and  Sunday-school  of- 
ficers were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Showalter  was  retained  as  our  elder 
for  another  year.  Installation  services  for 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
conducted  the  first  Sunday  in  October  by 
Bro.  Henry  Eller.  Four  of  our  Brethren 
and  their  wives  have  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon  and  will  be  installed  later. 
Bro.  Seidler  of  the  Green  Hill  church  was 
our  evangelist  for  our  meeting  beginning 
Oct.  8.  Our  love  feast  was  on  Oct.  15. — 
Mrs.  John  Grubbs,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Schooliield. — Our  council  met  Sept.  3  to 
elect  workers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Frank  Layman  was  retained  as  elder. 
Our  delegates  to  the  district  conference 
were  Mrs.  Arthur  Ham  and  Mrs.  Eugene 
H.  Kahle.  The  junior  Bible  class  has 
sponsored  several  worthy  projects  this 
year.  The  men's  group  has  added  two 
new  Sunday-school  rooms  and  has 
remodeled  the  parsonage.  We  were  repre- 
sented at  the  regional  conference  in  Roa- 
noke by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Eugene  H.  Kahle; 
Mrs.  Arthur  Ham;  Mrs.  Hubert  Clark;  and 
Mrs.  Dan  Adam.  Bro.  Kahle  was  with  the 
First  church  in  Leaksville,  N.  C,  in  a 
meeting  Sept.  18 — Oct.  1.  Our  revival  was 
held  Oct.  5-15,  with  Bro.  Raymon  Eller  of 
Baltimore,  a  former  pastor,  with  us.  Our 
communion  services  followed  the  revival 
on  Oct.  22.  Fourteen  persons  have  been 
added  to  our  number  by  baptism. — Mrs. 
Orva  Shaw,  Schoolfield,  Va. 

Valley  Bethel.— Bro.  J.  W.  Pugh  was  the 
evangelist  for  a  series  of  revival  meetings 
which  closed  with  our  communion  serv- 
ice. One  person  was  baptized.  Our  home- 
coming was  held  on  Sept.  17,  with  Bro.  S. 
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Wisconsin 
Chippewa  Valley. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Hol- 
sopple,  and  his  family  arrived  the  first  of 
September.  We  met  in  council  on  Sept. 
24  to  elect  church  and  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year.  A  special  coun- 
cil was  called  previously  to  elect  an  elder 
to  replace  Bro.  Petcher,  who  has  moved 
from  our  district.  Bro.  J.  H.  Mathis  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Bro.  C.  B. 
Fike  of  Dixon,  111.,  were  with  us  at  that 
time.  Bro.  Fike  was  elected  elder.  Four 
persons  have  been  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  Brother  and 
Sister  Edward  Wenger  of  Bethany  Semi- 
nary were  our  summer  pastors.  During 
,  their  stay  they  held  a  daily  vacation  Bible 

school  at  the  Rock  Falls  Union  church  for 

M  one  week,  which  was  very  well  attended. 

IName We  entertained  the  Northern  Illinois  and 
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Wisconsin  intermediate  rally.   Our  Wiscon- 

sin  Bible  camp  was  held  at  Camp  Chippe- 

„  wa.    Our  improvement  project   is   coming 

fc>tate  along  nicely.   We  hold  a  fellowship  dinner 
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D.  Glick  having  charge  of  the  morning 
service.  At  the  close  of  the  sermon  a  dedi- 
catory service  was  held  for  our  new  organ. 
Lois  Glick  was  the  organist.  Bro.  A.  H. 
Miller  delivered  a  talk  in  the  afternoon. 
Other  ministers  present,  who  had  a  part  in 
the  service,  were  Bro.  E.  A.  Lambert,  Bro. 
J.  W.  Pugh  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  E. 
Bussard.  Our  council  meeting  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  20.  The  district  aid 
society  meeting  was  held  at  our  church  on 
Oct.   18. — Genie  Bussard,   Bolar,   Va. 

Washington 

Covington. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug. 
27  for  a  review  of  the  activities  of  the  year 
and  the  election  of  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  All 
workers  were  dedicated  on  the  first  Sun- 
day of  the  church  year,  Oct.  1.  We  can 
see  a  growth  in  the  children's  department. 
It  was  first  manifested  in  the  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  which  was  conducted  for 
a  week  with  an  enrollment  of  121 
and  an  average  attendance  of  95. 
We  have  converted  a  building  on  the  pas- 
tor's property  for  the  children's  work  until 
such  a  time  as  a  permanent  church  may 
be  built.  The  fellowship  is  good  and  there 
is  much  work  to  be  done.  We  enjoyed  the 
visits  of  Bro.  Heckman  and  his  wife  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Lynn  Blickenstaff.  We 
were  also  happy  for  the  visit  of  the  La 
Verne  College  quartet. — Olive  E.  Pabst,  Se- 
attle, Wash. 

Sunnyside. — Our  council  meeting  for  the 
election  of  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  was  held  on  Sept.  8.  Bro.  Frank 
Wagoner  was  re-elected  elder.  Brother 
and  Sister  Clarence  Heckman  met  with 
us  one  evening  and  gave  an  inspirational 
talk  about  the  work  in  Africa.  This  year 
our  congregation  is  continuing  its  member- 
ship in  the  100%  Messenger  club.  Several 
of  our  number  attended  the  summer  as- 
sembly Aug.  31 — Sept.  3.  Our  church 
sponsors  a  fifteen-minute  program  over  the 
air  each  Sunday  morning.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  partially  furnished  the  parsonage.  Our 
women  are  busy  piecing  quilts.  The 
Kohrmann  quartet  of  La  Verne  College, 
Calif.,  were  with  us  on  Aug.  25.  Bro. 
Andrew  Holderread,  our  pastor  for  the 
past  year,  and  his  family  expect  to  sail  for 
India  the  middle  of  October.  We  en- 
joyed having  them  with  us.  Our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  A.  R.  Fike,  and  his  wife  of 
Boise,  Idaho,  have  begun  their  work 
here.  Interest  and  attendance  have  grown 
the  past  year. — Bessie  Moser,  Sunnyside, 
Wash. 

Tacoma. — Our  church  held  its  commun- 
ion service  on  Oct.  1.  Several  visitors  were 
present,  including  Bro.  Whisler  of  the 
Richland  Valley  church,  who  officiated.  In 
the  forenoon  our  pastor,  Bro.  Barnhart,  de- 
livered the  preparatory  sermon.    Our  reg- 


ular aid  society  meeting  was  held  on  Oct. 
5  at  the  pastor's  home.  Our  Sunday-school 
is  increasing  in  numbers  and  interest.  A 
new  class  was  formed  for  junior  boys. — 
Mrs.  Lettie  Cherrington,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Yakima. — The  Yakima  brethren  held 
their  annual  workers'  retreat  one  Sunday 
afternoon  and  evening.  Bro.  Ward  Pratt 
opened  the  retreat  with  a  devotional  talk 
and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  officers 
and  commissions  were  discussed.  After 
the  fellowship  and  dinner  hour,  an  instal- 
lation service  was  held  for  all  officers  and 
teachers.  Jacob  Bopp,  the  exchange  stu- 
dent who  has  been  living  with  the  Dick 
Longaneckers,  left  for  Germany  the  sec- 
ond week  of  October.  The  young  people 
held  a  party  in  his  honor  on  Sept.  29. — 
Evelyn  E.  Saathoff,  Yakima,  Wash. 


once  a  month  at  the  church  following  the 
Sunday  services.  We  are  happy  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  Will  Deardorff  in  our 
group. — Mrs.  Nora  Andrews,  Rock  Falls, 
Wis. 

Rice  Lake. — Twenty-four  of  our  young 
people  and  intermediates  enjoyed  young 
people's  camp  at  Camp  Chippewa.  On 
Aug.  13  our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held 
at  the  Narrows  Park  in  connection  with 
the  close  of  a  three-day  young  people's 
rally.  We  are  having  a  Bible  study  class 
in  the  homes  each  week  with  each  mem- 
ber taking  his  turn  in  leading.  We  are 
studying  the  Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels. 
The  young  people  meet  twice  a  month. 
The  program  committee  of  the  church  pre- 
sented a  missionary  program  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  8.  It  was  the  first  of  three 
programs  to  be  given  this  year.  A  picture, 
entitled  Thy  Will  Be  Done,  was  shown. 
The  young  people  sang  a  hymn.  An  offer- 
ing was  taken  for  missions  at  the  close  of 
the  program.  The  next  program  will 
be  presented  on  Nov.  5. — Mrs.  Dewey 
Lasey,  Rice  Lake,  Wis. 
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Science  and  Religion 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the 
good  article,  What  Does  Science  Do 
to  Our  Religious  Beliefs?  I  believe 
the  attendance  at  most  churches 
would  be  greatly  increased  if  the 
more  enlightened  ones  could  find 
food  for  thought  instead  of  having 
stories  about  an  angry  God,  who 
is  partial,  cruel  and  irrational.  Give 
us  the  universal  God,  who  wants 
us  to  treat  all  as  brothers. — A  Read- 
er in  Ohio. 

What  Does  Science  Do  to  Our  Reli- 
gious Beliefs? 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  an 
article  entitled,  What  Does  Science 
Do  to  Our  Religious  Beliefs?  in 
the  Nov.  4  issue  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger. 

The  writer  states:  "There  would 
be  less  trouble  if  certain  conserva- 
tive people  were  willing  to  accept 
as  fellow  Christians  those  who  fol- 
low the  Christian  way  of  life  but 
have  different  beliefs  about  the 
birth  of  Christ,  the  miracles,  the 
atonement  and  other  cherished 
doctrines." 

The  miracles  Jesus  performed 
were  real  miracles  or  the  Bible 
would  not  have  called  them  mir- 
acles. The  same  applies  for  those 
performed  by  the  apostles.  See 
Mark  9:39;  John  2:11;  4:54;  11:47. 
Without  the  atoning  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  there  would  be  no  sal- 
vation for  anyone,  so  there  could  be 
no  other  belief  in  a  true  Christian's 
life  other  than  the  one  our  fathers 
believed  in.  Rom.  5:  11;  1  Peter 
1:18,  19;  Eph.  1:7;  Rom.  3:24,  25. 
Jesus'  birth  was  a  virgin  birth  as 
plainly  stated  in  the  Bible.  We  do 
not  know  how  to  imagine  it,  but 
with  God  all  things  are  possible. 
Luke  18:  27.  Also  see  Matt.  1:  23-25; 
Luke  1:35-37;  Isa.  7: 14.— Mrs.  Wil- 
ma  Hare,  Lowpoint,  111. 

As  a  teacher  of  science,  I  am 
interested  in  the  article  by  Ruth 
Hawkins  Cayford  in  the  Nov.  4 
issue.  I  agree  that  people  should 
not  give  up  faith  in  religion  because 
of  science  and  that  we  should  not 
withdraw  fellowship  from  those 
who  disagree  with  us.  The  Brethren 
idea  of  doctrine  is  not  an  answer 
to  the  question,  "How  does  God 
work?"  but  rather,  "What  does  God 
want  me  to  do?" 

The  central  idea  of  this  article, 
however,  contains  a  serious  error. 
If    the    postulates    of    science    and 


those  of  the  Bible  disagree,  the 
writer  says  we  should  revise  our 
interpretation  of  the  Bible  until  we 
eliminate  the  conflict.  My  attitude 
is  that  we  should  investigate  both 
of  them  more  fully,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  when  we  arrive  at  truth 
it  cannot  conflict  with  any  other 
truth.  Thus  science  may  have  to 
yield  as  well  as  our  interpretation 
of  the  Bible.  For  the  doctrines  that 
conflict  with  the  Bible  usually  are 
somebody's  interpretation  of  data, 
and  not  proved  principles.  It  is  sig- 
nificant that  other  scientists  inter- 
pret the  data  differently. 

It  may  seem  that  science  empha- 
sizes change,  but  it  appears  so  only 
because  the  discoveries  have  fol- 
lowed one  another  in  quick  succes- 
sion. Really  it  emphasizes  the 
regularity  of  the  universe.  For 
instance,  a  chemical  formula  is  used 
with  no  expectation  that  it  will 
change.  Heredity  is  controlled  by 
genes  in  chromosomes  that  are 
reproduced  exactly  in  the  next 
generation  with  few  exceptions. 

If  you  consider  the  subject  care- 
fully, I  believe  you  will  agree  that 
the  article  mentioned  above  is  true 
only  in  certain  sentences.  Consid- 
ering what  the  Bible  has  done  for 
those  who  believe  it,  we  should  not 
deny  its  central  teachings  unless 
they  have  been  proved  to  be  incor- 
rect. But  I  have  not  found  that 
this  has  been  done.  —  William  J. 
Tinkle,  Albany,  Ind. 

Readers  who  are  interested  in  a 
more  complete  statement  of  the  po- 
sition take  in  this  letter  may  refer 
to  an  article  by  Dr.  Tinkle,  Look 
Again  Before  You  Doubt,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  April  4,  1943,  Gospel 
Messenger  and  which  was  reprinted 
by  the  Davenport  Foundation. 

Help  for  a  "Worried  Mother" 

Perhaps  A  Very  Worried  Mother, 
the  Gospel  Messenger  for  Nov.  11, 
1950,  would  find  some  comfort  in 
the  article,  The  Child  Who  Never 
Grew,  by  Pearl  S.  Buck,  in  the 
Ladies  Home  Journal  for  May  1950. 
This  will  in  no  wise  answer  all  her 
questions,  but  would  certainly  help 
relieve  her  terrible  hurt  and  the 
aloneness  she  feels.  —  Anna  T.  Ed- 
monson, Bridgewater,  Va. 


This  page  is  a  public  forum  in 
which  our  readers  are  invited  to 
share.  Brief,  specific  comments  are 
especially  welcome. — Ed. 
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"As  a  fire  to  purify. 
As  a  lamp  to  journey  by. 
As  a  balm  all  wounds  to  heal 
For  mine  own  and  other's  weal; 
As  a  vase  of  ointment  sweet. 
As  a  rule  of  life — complete; 
As  a  seed  to  grow  and  bloom 
So  that  sin  may  find  no  room. 
As  a  song  to  banish  fear. 
As  a  spring  of  water  clear. 
By  thy  grace,  assist  me.  Lord, 
In  my  heart  to  hide  thy  Word!" 


AMONG  the  greatest  gifts  of 
God  to  man  is  that  of  the 
revelation  of  himself  in  his 
Word.  Although  man  might 
have  learned  from  nature  the 
■fact  that  a  Supreme  Being  exists, 
God  graciously  supplied  a  rev- 
elation of  the  holiness  and  love 
of  his  being.  Man  in  sin  needed 
to  know  that  God  is  sinless  and 
that  his  love  has  provided  for 
salvation  from  sin.  Man  needed 
a  guidebook  to  teach  him  the 
way  back  to  God.  God  met  this 
need  by  inspiring  holy  men  to 
write  as  they  were  moved  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  During  a  period 
of  approximately  sixteen  centu- 
ries, about  forty  of  these  in- 
spired men  contributed  to  what 
became  for  all  succeeding  ages 
the  matchless  volume,  the  divine 
Guidebook.  In  it  the  way  back 
to  God  is  finally  epitomized  in 


the  life  and  teachings  of  God's 
Son,  our  Savior.  How  much 
would  we  know  about  the  true 
way  of  life  if  God  had  not  grad- 
ually revealed  himself  as  our 
Father  in  this  Book  of  books? 

F.  B.  Meyer  has  said,  "Next  to 
the  gift  of  Christ,  God's  greatest 
gift  to  man  is  the  Bible.  I  will 
not  eulogize  it;  as  well  eulogize  a 
sunset!  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  is  well  fitted  to  become  the 
sacred  Book  of  the  race.  And 
herein  is  a  striking  proof  of  its 
superhuman  origin.  .  .  .  The 
Bible  is  the  Charter  of  human- 
ity. It  is  adapted  to  the  univer- 
sal life  of  man  as  no  other  book 
that  has  ever  been  written." 
Someone  has  also  said:  "As  the 
sunshine  was  made  for  all  eyes, 
so  the  Word  of  God  was  made 
for  all  hearts." 

In  the  eighteenth  century  Vol- 


Carew  from  Monkmeyer 

taire  prophesied  that  in  a  hun- 
dred years  the  Bible  would  be 
an  extinct  book.  From  1804  to 
1817  the  total  number  of  Bibles 
printed,  and  portions  of  the 
same,  in  all  Europe  and  Ameri- 
ca aggregated  about  3,000,000 
copies,  about  seventy  languages 
being  represented  in  the  output. 
Now  it  has  been  translated  into 
1,118  languages  and  dialects  in 
whole  or  in  part,  and  into  190 
languages  in  its  entirety.  It  is 
living  in  many  hearts  and  is  con- 
stantly bearing  fruit  in  spite  of 
agnosticism,  infidelity,  false  doc- 
trines and  hypocrisy. 

In  the  natural  world  many 
lesser  lights  are  disturbed  and 
put  out  by  catastrophes  incident 
to  war.  Yet  the  natural  sunlight 
continues    to    fall    with    quiet 
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power  on  field  and  forest,  on 
busy  street  and  saddened  home; 
yes,  also  upon  bloody  battle 
fields,  bombed  ruins,  and  swirl- 
ing waters.    So  in  this  troubled 


world  the  Light  of  life  continues 
to  shine.  Policies  and  theories  of 
the  worldly-wise  crash  daily. 
But  there  is  plenty  of  light  from 
God's  Word  on  the  narrow  way 


of  life — narrow  only  in  the  sense 
that  it  excludes  whatever  is  con- 
trary to  the  unfailing  teaching 
of  the  all-wise,  almighty  God, 
whom  we  serve. 


EDITORIAL 


See  Yourself  in  the  Bible 

WHAT  do  you  look  for  when  you  read  the 
Bible?  There  are  many  readers  who  re- 
gard it  as  interesting  ancient  history  and 
who  discover  in  it  only  a  record  of  how  various 
men  and  women,  in  widely  different  circumstances 
from  ours,  thought  of  God  and  attempted  to  serve 
him. 

It  may  take  a  fresh  translation  of  the  familiar 
words  to  make  them  seem  contemporary.  Or  per- 
haps it  is  necessary  for  an  artist  like  Guy  Rowe 
to  picture  the  great  men  and  women  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  such  a  way  that  they  resemble  our 
neighbors  before  we  look  in  those  pages  for  the 
words  that  are  always  contemporary. 

You  may  see  your  neighbors  in  the  Bible — 
among  the  prodigal  sons,  the  lost  sheep,  the  un- 
profitable servants  and  the  foolish  virgins — but 
let  us  ask  a  more  personal  question:  do  you  see 
yourself? 

In  a  little  book  by  Soren  Kierkegaard,  called 
For  Self-examination,  there  is  an  appeal  by  this 
great  Danish  writer  for  every  Christian  to  look 
in  the  Bible  as  he  would  look  in  a  mirror,  in  order 
that  he  may  see  himself  there  and  remember  what 
he  sees.  We  find  it  as  difficult  to  see  ourselves  in 
a  story  as  did  a  famous  king.  David  heard  from 
the  prophet  Nathan  the  story  about  a  rich  man 
with  great  flocks  who  wanted  a  poor  man's  little 
lamb.  The  prophet  told  the  story  as  a  rebuke  to 
a  king  who  had  taken  another  man's  wife,  but 
David  did  not  see  himself  in  the  story  until  the 
prophet  pointed  his  finger  at  him  and  said,  "Thou 
art  the  man."  We  read  the  familiar  stories  in  the 
Bible  without  realizing  that  we  are  the  priests 
who  pass  by  the  wounded  on  the  Jericho  Road 
or  the  Peters  who  deny  our  Lord.  We  look  at  the 
mirror,  but  we  are  more  interested  in  the  way 
it  shines  or  the  ornaments  it  contains  than  in  the 
image  of  ourselves  we  see  there. 

One  man  will  praise  the  Bible,  but  neglect  its 
message.  Another  will  quote  it,  but  fail  to  prac- 
tice its  commands.  The  scholar  can  criticize  it,  but 
in  emphasizing  its  obscurities  he  may  ignore  its 
clear  summons  to  every  man. 
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Let  us  look  to  see  ourselves  in  the  Bible,  as 
men  before  God,  made  in  his  image  yet  marred  by 
sin,  needing  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
order  to  grow  in  knowledge  and  power.  Let  us 
not  close  our  eyes  to  its  pictures  of  our  frailties. 
Let  us  never  excuse  ourselves  from  the  obligations 
it  places  upon  us.  And,  above  all,  let  us  keep  on 
looking  until  in  the  written  words  we  see  the  liv- 
ing Word  which  was  in  the  beginning  and  became 
flesh  to  dwell  among  men.  For  the  Bible  is  more 
than  a  record  of  the  past,  more  than  a  mirror  of 
ourselves,  it  is  a  means  by  which  we  come  face 
to  face  with  Jesus  Christ,  whom  to  know  aright  is 
life  eternal. 


Brother  Beahm 

BROTHER  I.  N.  H.  BEAHM  once  expressed 
the  desire  that  he  might  die  with  his  boots 
on.  The  first  reports  of  his  passing  indicate 
that  his  prayer  was  heeded,  for  he  was  returning 
from  a  Brethren  love  feast  when  the  tragic  acci- 
dent occurred  which  took  his  life.  It  was  in 
keping  with  his  full  and  active  life  that  after 
sixty-nine  years  as  a  minister  in  our  church,  he 
would  spend  his  last  hours  in  the  service  of  that 
church. 

The  brief  compass  of  an  editorial  notice  can 
only  suggest  our  Brotherhood's  loss  in  the  passing 
of  one  known  so  well.  Indeed  Brother  Beahm's 
biographer,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  describe  so  active  a  life,  so  unique  a  person- 
ality even  within  the  covers  of  a  substantial 
volume.  That  biography  will  need  to  cover  more 
than  ninety  years  when  the  church  Brother 
Beahm  served  so  well  was  growing  and  changing 
rapidly.  His  work  as  an  educator,  evangelist  and 
itinerant  preacher  has  contributed  to  what. is  best 
in  the  church  today. 

Some  of  us  who  are  younger  in  the  church 
learned  to  know  Brother  Beahm  through  his  par- 
ticipation in  Annual  Conference.  Watching  him 
in  action  there  we  could  understand  why  he  was 
held  in  such  affectionate  regard  even  by  those 
whom  he  opposed  in  moments  of  debate.  Above 
every  other  consideration  and  in  spite  of  how 
Conference    voted,    Brother    Beahm    loved    the 


church  and  wanted  to  keep  it  moving  along  New 
Testament  lines.  When  he  spoke  he  needed  no 
assistance  from  a  public  address  system  in  order 
to  be  heard.   And  everyone  listened. 

While  the  sound  of  Brother  Beahm's  voice  is 
still  ringing  in  our  ears,  someone  who  knew  him 
well  and  who  has  a  gift  for  writing  should  try  to 
capture  in  words  the  unique  flavor  of  what  he  was 
and  what  he  did.  For  Brother  Beahm,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other  leader  in  recent  years, 
seemed  to  embody  the  qualifications  we  think  of 
when  we  say  the  word  Brethren.  As  the  circuit 
rider  symbolized  the  essence  of  pioneer  Method- 
ism, so  did  Brother  Beahm  represent  much  that 
has  been  unique  in  our  own  fellowship.  The  entire 
Brotherhood  will  miss  him. 

Prayer  and  the  Active  Life 

NO  CHRISTIAN  needs  to  choose  between  a 
life  of  prayer  and  a  program  of  active  serv- 
ice for  the  kingdom  of  God.  To  insist  that 
these  two  aspects  of  the  Christian  life  ex- 
clude each  other  is  to  misunderstand  the  nature 
of  each.  You  can  pray  frequently,  intently,  even 
constantly  and  still  live  a  most  active  life  every 
day. 

If  you  doubt  that  prayer  and  action  can  be 
combined,  look  again  at  the  busy  ministry  of  Jesus 
— teaching,  healing,  counseling,  yet  constantly 
keeping  in  touch  with  God  and  frequently  spend- 
ing a  night  in  prayer.  Or  consider  the  dynamic 
Paul,  engaged  in  the  most  rugged  campaign  one 
could  imagine  with  the  rigors  of  travel,  imprison- 
ment and  occasional  illness  failing  to  hinder  his 
preaching  and  writing;  yet  he  advised  his  churches 
to  pray  without  ceasing. 

We  have  the  witness  of  modern  apostles  also: 
the  late  Rufus  Jones  combining  study  and  medita- 
tion with  participation  in  an  active  Quaker  serv- 
ice program;  Frank  Laubach  still  practicing  the 
presence  of  God  as  he  helps  millions  to  learn  to 
read;  Toyohiko  Kagawa  gaining  new  insights 
through  prayer  as  he  keeps  great  evangelistic  and 
social  reform  campaigns  under  way;  or  Philippe 
Vernier,  French  pastor  to  miners,  who  writes  like 
a  modern  St.  Francis,  finding  the  joy  of  God's 
presence  stronger  than  the  prison  walls  his  gov- 
ernment puts  around  him  for  refusal  to  fight. 
What  does  the  experience  of  these  modern  saints 
have  to  say  about  prayer  and  action? 

1.  Prayer  itself  is  active.  There  is  nothing  pas- 
sive about  a  heart  that  hungers  and  thirsts  after 
God.  The  moments  of  prayer  are  seldom  moments 
of  rest  except  as  we  find  our  rest  in  God.  Indeed 
the  time  we  spend  in  prayer,  in  conscious  de- 
liberate face-to-face  communion  with  our  God, 
are  the  most  intense  experiences  we  can  have. 
Yet  they  restore  our  strength  immeasurably  be- 


Grant  us  grace,  O  Lord,  to  know  that 
which  we  need  to  know,  to  love  that  which 
should  be  loved,  to  praise  that  which  highly 
pleaseth  thee,  to  seek  those  things  which  are 
precious  in  thy  sight,  and  to  turn  from  those 
things  which  are  vile  before  thee.  Suffer 
us  not  to  judge  according  to  our  outward 
wits,  not  to  follow  the  opinion  of  unlearned 
men;  but  with  true  Judgment  to  discuss 
things  visible  and  invisible,  and  above  all 
things  always  to  search  and  follow  thy  will 
and  pleasure. 

— Imitation  of  Christ. 


cause  in  them  we  discover  new  resources  in  the 
power  of  the  Spirit. 

2.  Prayer  leads  to  action.  You  cannot  con- 
template the  great  mystery  of  God's  love  without 
hearing  a  call,  without  feeling  a  sense  of  personal 
responsibility  to  share  that  love  with  others. 
Whether  you  pray  adoringly,  forgetting  yourself, 
or  whether  you  pray  for  yourself  or  another,  you 
soon  discover  that  the  answer  to  your  prayer 
includes  your  own  response  to  God.  In  some  way 
you  must  say,  "Here  am  I;  send  me."  Your  prayer 
inevitably  puts  you  to  work. 

3.  Action  leads  to  prayer.  No  matter  how  you 
were  moved  to  Christian  action  in  the  first  place, 
you  can  go  only  a  little  ways  until  you  realize 
your  need  for  resources  outside  yourself.  The 
cause  you  serve  is  right,  the  need  is  great,  the 
call  is  clear  and  you  are  willing,  but  still  you  feel 
insufficient.  The  occasions  for  service  demand 
more  from  you  than  you  can  give  them.  At  the 
end  of  a  busy  day  you  feel  "washed  out"  and 
empty.  You  must  return  to  the  springs  of  life 
in  order  to  live  abundantly.  You  must  increas- 
ingly pray,  if  you  would  live  an  active  Christian 
life. 


Filling  the  "Holes" 

THE  editorial  is  not  long  enough  and  the 
material  for  the  box  is  shorter  than  we  had 
estimated.  A  small  "hole"  needs  to  be  filled. 
There  are  "holes"  in  the  lives  of  individuals 
as  well  as  on  pages:  the  half  hour  between 
dinner  and  the  time  for  a  meeting,  the  few 
minutes  between  Sunday  school  and  the  worship 
service,  the  period  between  graduation  from 
school  and  beginning  the  job.  These  are  only  a 
few  of  the  many  "holes"  in  the  lives  of  all  of  us 
that  add  up  to  staggering  totals  in  a  week,  a 
month  or  a  year. 

We  put  words  together  to  fill  the  "holes"  on 
the  page.  How  do  you  fill  the  "holes"  in  your  life? 
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Spiritual 
Growth 

Through 

Bible    Study 


Elmer  Q.  Gleim 

Champion,  Pennsylvania 
Photo  by  Walter  Hering 


IF  WE  ALLOW  IT  THE  BIBLE  WILL  STEP  INTO  THE  LIFE  SITUATIONS  OF  ALL  OF  US 


ONE  of  the  most  dangerous 
characteristics  of  our  gen- 
eration is  that  it  knows  so 
little  about  the  Bible.  We  read 
enough,  and  some  of  us  read  too 
much.  But  the  kinds  of  materials 
we  read  mark  us.  Light  reading 
has  become  a  disease  with  us,  en- 
feebling our  civilization.  Digests 
and  abridged  editions  have  been 
developed  for  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  spend  the  time  in  read- 
ing meditatively  and  penetra- 
tively. It  ought  to  be  said  very 
forcefully  to  our  generation  that 
what  we  read  is  more  important 
than  how  much  we  may  read. 
Selective  reading  always  pays 
rich  dividends. 

Our  forefathers  were  students 
of  one  Book.  Their  lives  and 
their  thinking  were  built  about 
the  Bible.  Douglas  Steere  told 
the  story  of  an  old  botanist  who 
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lived  on  the  side  of  Mount  Rai- 
nier. He  had  been  a  lifelong 
student  to  its  plants  and  its 
changeable  nature.  One  day  he 
sat  listening  patiently  to  a  visi- 
tor who  was  boasting  of  a  great 
number  of  Western  mountains 
he  had  climbed.  When  the  visitor 
had  talked  himself  out,  the  old 
botanist  said,  "I  have  been  glad 
for  the  opportunity  to  know  one 
mountain  well."  Our  forefathers 
were  specialists  in  the  study  of 
the  Bible. 

The  decline  in  Bible  reading 
has  not  only  reflected  itself  in 
the  Biblical  illiteracy  of  our  so- 
ciety, but  one  suspects  that  it 
has  made  considerable  difference 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
days  of  great  preaching  have 
also  been  days  in  which  the  con- 
gregation was  deeply  devoted  to 
the  study  of  the  Bible.  When 
the  congregation  does  not  read 


the  Bible,  this  neglect  handicaps 
the  minister.  Modern  preaching 
often  seems  so  superficial  and  in- 
effective largely  because  the 
minister  deals  with  a  book  with 
which  his  congregation  is  not 
familiar. 

It  was  Kierkegaard  who  sug- 
gested that  "the  Bible  is  a  letter 
from  God  with  our  personal  ad- 
dress on  it."  Ours  has  been  a 
time  of  new  discoveries  about 
the  Bible.  We  have  talked  about 
its  history,  taught  its  literature, 
enjoyed  its  advancing  culture, 
pored  over  its  philosophy,  and 
have  even  debated  its  chronol- 
ogy. But,  in  the  process,  we  have 
neglected  a  discovery  of  the  re- 
forming fathers.  They  learned 
that  the  Bible  speaks  directly  to 
the  devout,  seeking  heart.  Many 
of  us  remember  how  our  fore- 
fathers searched  the  Scriptures 
for  some  word  from  the  Lord  for 
their   individual   needs.    If   we 


allow  it,  the  Bible  will  step  into 
the  life  situations  of  all  of  us. 
.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Coleridge 
confessed:  "In  the  Bible  there 
is  more  that  finds  me  than  I 
have  experienced  in  all  other 
books  put  together.  .  .  ." 

The  power  of  the  Bible  does 
not  lie  chiefly  in  the  fact  that 
much  of  it  is  written  with  per- 
sonal address.  It  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  book  which  was 
lived  before  it  could  be  written. 
There  is  no  other  book  which 
deals  so  directly  with  life.  Its 
messages  are  written  through 
the  experiences  of  flesh-and- 
blood  people  like  ourselves.  Sen- 
eca's Morals  discusses  drunken- 
ness in  an  abstract  essay,  but 
this  discussion  does  not  have  the 
force  which  the  simple  telling  of 
the  story  of  Belshazzar's  feast 
has.  Montaigne's  Essays  dis- 
cusses friendship,  but  it  lacks 
the  vital  touch  of  life  which  the 
story  of  Jonathan  and  David  has. 
The  Bible  talks  a  great  deal 
about  the  things  of  which  life  is 
made  for  most  of  us.  It  talks 
about  flowers  and  trees,  moun- 
tains and  plains,  shepherds  and 
flocks,  personal  feuds  and  na- 
tional    wars,      marriages      and 


deaths,  and  a  multitude  of  things 
which  we  have  been  inclined  to 
call  secular.  The  Bible  does  not 
talk  about  flowers  for  the  sake 
of  flowers,  or  sheep  for  the  sake 
of  sheep.  Rather,  through  these 
secular,  daily  affairs  it  bears  a 
religious  message.  It  speaks 
through  the  relations  of  ordinary 
life. 

The  Bible  seldom  deals  in  ab- 
stract thoughts.  It  tells  the  story 
of  some  life  which  illustrates  an 
unforgettable  truth,  and  thus 
does  it  bring  its  message.  When 
it  would  teach  loyalty,  it  tells 
the  story  of  Ruth  and  Naomi. 
When  it  lays  down  the  meanness 
and  narrowness  of  racial  preju- 
dice, it  tells  the  pathetic  story  of 
Jonah.  It  shows  little  interest  in 
philosophical  speculations  about 
the  nature  of  God;  its  interest 
is  in  God  at  work.  It  is  signifi- 
cant that  nowhere  do  we  find 
God  taking  a  Sabbath  rest,  but 
always  is  he  revealed  in  action. 
The  Bible  teaches  chiefly  by  ex- 
ample and  not  by  sermon. 

No  book  has  been  so  much 
abused  as  has  been  the  Bible. 
Even  those  who  have  been  its 
most  zealous  defenders  have 
failed   to    handle   the    word    of 


Courtesy  American  Bible  Society 

The  treasures  of  the  Bible  are  opened  to  the  blind  through  the  Braille 

editions  of  the  Bible 


truth  aright.  In  the  days  when 
Peter  wrote  his  epistle  to  the 
dispersed  Christians,  he  warned 
of  the  dangers  of  the  "private  in- 
terpretation" of  the  Scriptures. 
He  knows  that  Christians  will  do 
well  if  they  read  the  Scriptures, 
but  this  should  not  give  them  the 
prerogative  to  interpret  them  as 
they  pleased.  There  is  a  right 
way  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  a 
wrong  way.  He  knows  that  it  is 
a  common  temptation  to  abuse 
the  Scriptures,  and  therefore  in- 
fers that  a  guide  is  needed.  Peter 
does  not  plainly  state  what  this 
guide  is,  but  he  suggests  it  in 
these  verses:  "First  of  all,  you 
must  understand  this,  that  no 
prophecy  of  scripture  is  a  matter 
of  one's  own  interpretation,  be- 
cause no  prophecy  ever  came  by 
the  impulse  of  man,  but  men 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  spoke 
from  God."  The  same  Spirit 
which  inspired  holy  men  of  old 
to  speak  and  write  ought  to  be 
present  to  help  us  interpret. 
Thomas  a  Kempis  had  this  in 
mind  when  he  wrote:  "The  Bible 
must  be  read  with  the  same 
Spirit  in  which  it  was  written." 

Very  frequently  we  have  come 
to  the  Scriptures,  not  seeking  to 
learn  its  message,  but  seeking 
support  for  some  ideas  of  our 
own.  It  is  an  abuse  of  the  Scrip- 
tures to  go  to  them  in  order  to 
have  them  give  you  the  answers 
you  want.  Not  every  chance  idea 
that  comes  to  my  mind  as  I  read 
the  Bible  was  put  there  by  di- 
vine inspiration.  In  the  course 
of  the  centuries,  a  great  many 
uninspired  things  have  been  said 
about  the  Bible  and  its  teach- 
ings. The  Bible  must  be  ap- 
proached humbly  and  reverent- 
ly, not  dogmatically,  that  it  may 
speak  its  word  and  not  ours. 

One  of  the  great  opportunities 
which  awaits  the  enlightened 
minister  of  today  is  to  rescue  the 
Bible  from  the  textual  idea 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  minds 
of  so  many  church  people.    We 
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You  are  invited  to  be  present  as 

The  Brotherhood  Board  Meets 


ON  THE  morning  of  Novem- 
ber 6,  most  folks  in  the 
country  were  predicting 
the  outcome  of  coming  local  and 
state  elections  as  they  went  to 
work.  But  at  least  twenty-three 
men  and  one  woman  had  put 
aside  other  interests  that  day 
in  order  to  get  started  on  a 
week's  sessions  devoted  to  the 
work  of  the  church.  These  were 
the  members  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  Board,  who  jour- 
neyed from  their  homes  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Idaho, 
Washington  and  California  all 
the  way  to  Elgin  for  four  days  of 
intensive  work  as  representa- 
tives of  the  church,  duly  elected 
to  this  responsible  body. 

These  busy  Brethren  did  not 
entirely  forget  their  duties  back 
home,  nor  did  they  completely 
ignore  election  day  and  its  re- 
sults. But  such  matters  were 
given  only  a  fraction  of  their 
time,  as  in  the  brief  recesses  be- 
tween long  conference  sessions. 
No,  they  came  for  business  and, 
appropriately,  their  sessions  be- 
gan with  a  period  of  worship 
directed  by  Kenneth  I.  Morse, 
editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
As  this  meditative  period  ends, 
perhaps  you  will  want  to  glance 
around  the  table  to  see  how  many 
board  members  you  know. 

Bro.  Calvert  N.  Ellis,  president 
of  Juniata  College,  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  and  quite  skill- 
fully but  fairly  he  conducts  the 
general  sessions.  Looking  around 
the  table  we  recognize  other 
college  presidents:  Desmond  W. 
Bittinger,  new  president  of  Mc- 
Pherson,  who,  as  moderator  of 
Annual  Conference,  meets  with 
the  Board;  A.  C.  Baugher  of 
Elizabethtown  College;  and  V.  F. 
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The  members  of  the  General  Brother- 
hood Board  serve  for  a  term  of  five  years 
with  each  member  eligible  for  re-election 
for  a  second  term.  The  members  of  this 
board  receive  no  payment  except  for 
expenses  incurred  by  the  meetings  they 
are  called   upon   to   attend. 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board  operates 
under  the  authority  of  Annual  Conference 
and  is  assigned  the  responsibility  of  eval- 
uating all  phases  of  the  church  program, 
determining  the  general  policies,  employ- 
ing staff  and  recommending  budget  needs. 
The  commissions  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  are  responsible  for  planning 
and  directing  the  details  of  the  general 
program  which  lie  within  their  respective 
assignments. 

Photos  by  J.  Henry  Long 


Schwalm,  Manchester  president, 
who  is  vice-chairman  of  the 
Board.  Bethany  Seminary's 
president,  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  is 
here,  now  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Commis- 
sion. There  are  three  college 
teachers  here:  Minor  Miller  of 
Bridgewater;  T.  F.  Henry  of  Ju- 
niata; and  Burton  Metzler  of 
McPherson.  The  pastors  are  rep- 
resented by  Edward  Ziegler, 
Paul  Robinson,  Norman  Baugh- 
er, Rufus  Bucher,  Earl  Bowman, 
Harper  Will,  Harry  K.  Zeller, 
Jr.,  John  Long  and  Paul  Kinsel. 
The  Board  profits  also  by  hav- 
ing in  its  membership  a  lawyer, 
Hylton  Harman;  a  doctor,  Ver- 
non Kinzie;  a  youth  leader  and 
student,  Stanley  Bittinger;  three 
businessmen,  W.  Newton  Long, 
Floyd  Yearout  and  Stanley 
Keim;  and  an  active  homemaker, 
Mrs.  Paul  Halladay.  The  voca- 
tional tags  are  not,  of  course, 
adequate  to  describe  the  Board's 
membership,  but  they  give  some 
idea  of  its  representative  nature. 
Following  the  opening  wor- 
ship service,  Bro.  Raymond  R. 
Peters,  general  secretary  of  the 
Board,  lifted  up  for  considera- 
tion in  the  beginning  session  six 
trends  of  the  church.  The  board 
and  staff  members  present  di- 
vided   their    number    into    six 


small  groups  in  order  that  each 
of  these  questions — peace,  the- 
ology, ecumenical  relationships, 
home  and  family  life,  temper- 
ance and  evangelism — could  be 
considered.  They  came  back  to- 
gether to  give  brief  reports  and 
to  point  up  a  few  questions  that 
might  be  worked  on  during  the 
week. 

This  period  served  several 
purposes.  By  meeting  in  small 
groups  the  Board  and  staff  folks 
quickly  fell  into  habits  of  think- 
ing together,  and  the  reports  of 
this  procedure  pointed  in  a  few 
directions  their  efforts  should 
take. 

Also  on  this  first  afternoon  a 
tour  of  the  Board  offices  and  the 
Publishing  House  plant  served 
to  show  the  Board  the  extent  of 
the  work  carried  on  at  Elgin  and 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  men 
and  women  whom  they  guide  in 
the  service  of  the  Brotherhood. 
A  social  hour  followed  in  which 
Board  members,  staff  people  and 
office  and  plant  employees  could 
share  in  a  period  of  recreation 
and  fellowship.  More  than  100 
persons  participated  in  this. 

The  session  on  Monday  eve- 
ning was  introduced  by  a  report 
from  Bro.  Premchand  Bhagat  on 
his  impressions  of  the  "Mother" 
church  in  America.  He  has  been 
here  since  May  and  will  soon  re- 
turn to  India.  Since  a  more  com- 
plete account  of  his  remarks  will 
appear  later  in  the  Messenger, 
we  shall  mention  here  only  that 
his  remarks  expressed  apprecia- 
tion for  many  qualities  that  he 
found  among  us,  but  that  he  dis- 
covered many  things  also  that 
he  did  not  expect  to  see.  These 
characteristics  of  our  American 
church,  described  in  a  friendly 
spirit  of  helpful  criticism,  were 
of  especial  interest  to  the  Board 
and  staff  because  they  helped  up 


The  Board  in  Session 

Standing  is  Calvert  N.  Ellis,  chairman  of  the  Board.  To  his  left  are  V.  F.  Schwalm,  vice  chairman;  A.  C. 
Baugher;  D.  W.  Bittinger,  present  as  moderator  of  Annual  Conference;  Earl  Bowman.  In  the  background 
is  C.  Ernest  Davis,  secretary  of  the  Christian  Education  Commission.  To  the  chairman's  right  are  Raymond 
R.  Peters,  general  secretary  of  the  Board;  Grace  Hollinger,  recording  secretary;  Norman  J.  Baugher;  Rufus 

D.  Bowman;  Mrs.  Paul  Halladay;  Tobias  F.  Henry 


here  at  home  to  see  some  of  our 
failures.  They  gave  urgency  to 
some  questions  the  Board  had 
to  face. 

Later  that  evening  and 
through  the  days  that  followed 
the  Board  as  a  whole  handled 
a  large  volume  of  business.  Some 
were  items  of  a  routine  nature, 
others  involved  important  issues 
demanding  deliberate  study. 
Some  matters  were  on  the 
agenda  because  of  Annual  Con- 
ference action.  These  were 
carefully  considered  and  usually 
referred  to  a  commission  or  a 
special  committee  for  more 
thorough  study  and  a  later  re- 
port. 

The  schedule  of  Brotherhood 
Board  meetings  is  always  ar- 
ranged so  that  time  is  given  for 
members  to  meet  in  five  com- 
missions responsible  for  specific 
assignments  in  carrying  out  the 
program  of  the  church.  Since 
these  commissions  meet  simul- 
taneously, your  reporters  could 


not  cover  them  from  start  to 
finish.  But  perhaps  we  can  drop 
in  on  each  for  a  few  minutes 
and  bring  you  a  few  impressions 
of  the  items  they  consider. 

The  meetings  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Commission  are  of  im- 
portance not  only  to  the  mission 
staff  but  also  to  any  missionaries 
who  can  be  present.  Attending 
the  recent  sessions  were  Harriett 
Bright,  Mary  Sheaffer  and  Grace 
Eshelman,  lately  returned  from 
China;  Mary  Dadisman  from  Af- 
rica; the  Crumpackers,  formerly 
of  China,  who  now  live  in  El- 
gin; and  Mabel  Clay  pool,  un- 
der appointment  to  India.  It 
was  an  unusual  privilege  to  have 
present  Bro.  Bhagat,  an  elder  in 
the  India  church  and  secretary 
of  the  joint  council  in  India. 

The  needs  and  problems  of  all 
the  mission  fields  were  items  for 
consideration.  Of  special  con- 
cern was  the  need  for  a  doctor 
in  Africa. 

A  glance  at  the  agenda  before 


the  Ministry  and  Home  Mission 
Commission  showed  us  how  im- 
portant were  their  responsibil- 
ities in  ministerial  guidance,  in 
placing  summer  pastors,  in 
church  building  counsel,  in  rural 
life,  in  church  extension,  home 
mission  work  and  evangelism. 
Probably  the  most  enthusiastic 
aspect  of  their  work  is  connected 
with  evangelism.  There  is  re- 
newed interest  in  this  primary 
task  of  the  church  and  the  com- 
mission looks  forward  to  the 
work  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler  will 
be  able  to  accomplish  when  he 
becomes  our  first  full-time  direc- 
tor of  evangelism  next  June. 

Of  special  interest  to  pastors 
and  the  ministerial  committee  in 
local  churches  was  a  recom- 
mendation later  passed  by  the 
Board  that  the  minimum  salary 
for  ministers  be  $2,500  a  year  in 
addition  to  a  parsonage  and  a 
$300  allowance  for  car  expense. 
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Left  to  right,  back:  John  Long,  Paul  Kinsel,  Tobias  F.  Henry.  Mrs.  Halladay,  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Norman  J. 
Baugher,  Harold  Row,  secretary  of  Brethren  Service  Commission,  Grace  Hollinger,  Raymond  R.  Peters, 
Calvert  N.  Ellis.  Left  to  right,  front:  Minor  C.  Miller,  Newton  Long,  Stanley  Keim,  Vernon  Kinzie,  Hylton 
Harmon,  Rufus  Bucher,  Earl  Bowman,  D.  W.  Bittinger,  V.  F.  Schwalm.  Not  pictured  but  also  present  at 
the  meeting  were  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  Edward  E.  Ziegler,  Floyd  A.  Yearout,  Paul  Robinson  and  A.  C.  Baugher 


In  addition  to  studying  reports 
on  the  varied  activities  of  Breth- 
ren Service  around  the  world, 
that  commission  found  time  to 
face  up  to  some  new  problems 
raised  by  the  current  situation. 
In  this  respect  they  worked  over- 
time in  order  that  the  Board 
could  prepare  statements  for  the 
church  on  two  or  three  urgent 
questions.  These  were  carefully 
studied  first  by  the  commission 
and  later  by  the  Board.  The  rel- 
evance of  our  peace  position  to 
new  factors  in  the  world  situ- 
ation— especially  the  "police  ac- 
tion" of  the  UN  in  Korea — was 
thoughtfully  considered.  This 
statement,  together  with  one  on 
civilian  defense,  will  soon  ap- 
pear in  its  final  form  in  an  early 
issue  of  the  Messenger.  It  is 
hoped  that  on  both  of  these  vital 
issues  the  Board  has  been  able 
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to  give  needed  guidance  to  the 
church.  Attention  was  directed 
to  the  possibility  of  establishing 
relief  work  in  Korea.  The  Board 
authorized  such  a  program,  if 
and  when  it  can  be  carried  out. 

Financial  matters  are  always 
a  real  concern  for  Board  mem- 
bers. The  many  detailed  ques- 
tions of  budgets  and  investments 
are  handled  chiefly  by  the  Fi- 
nance Commission,  who  guide 
the  church  in  its  responsible 
stewardship  of  gifts  that  have 
been  given  for  the  cause  of 
Christ.  The  report  of  Brother- 
hood giving  in  the  recently  com- 
pleted seven-month  fiscal  period 
was  accepted  with  real  apprecia- 
tion and  yet  with  a  recognition 
that  in  these  days  dollars  do  not 
go  as  far  as  they  once  did.  But 
the  work  of  the  kingdom  is  en- 
abled to  go  on. 

The  members  of  the  Finance 
Commission  are  also  members  of 


the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Publishing  House.  One  of  the  im- 
portant items  on  the  agenda  was 
the  study  that  had  been  made  of 
the  machinery,  especially  the 
presses,  in  relation  to  efficiency 
and  economy  of  production.  The 
Board  of  Directors  decided  to 
purchase  two  new  presses,  one 
a  single  color  and  the  other  a 
two-color  press.  The  latter  will 
permit  the  use  of  color  in  the 
story  papers.  The  Board  as  a 
whole  approved  the  participa- 
tion of  Board  and  House  em- 
ployees in  social  security,  if  two 
thirds  vote  to  join. 

The  Christian  Education  Com- 
mission must  also  look  at  a  var- 
ied program  reaching  into  the 
nerve  centers  of  local  church 
life.  They  are  concerned  not 
only  with  an  educational  pro- 
gram for  all  ages  —  including 
study  materials  for  all  needs — 
but  they  care  for  special  con- 


cerns  like  temperance,  music, 
recreation,  home  and  family  life 
and  leadership  education.  Tem- 
perance education,  for  example, 
lifted  up  the  need  for  more  guid- 
ance for  our  churches  in  facing 
a  most  urgent  current  problem. 
Time  was  given  also  for  a 
thoughtful  appraisal  of  our 
growing  camping  movement. 
*  *  * 
It  would  take  a  sizable  vol- 
ume to  report  in  full  on  the 
scope  of  activities  reviewed  by 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board 
in  four  days — the  agenda  alone 
required  fifty-one  mimeographed 
pages.  Space  will  permit  only 
this  brief  glance  at  the  Board 
sessions  and  a  few  final  impres- 
sions. The  Board  has  lived 
through  some  of  the  growing 
pains  of  its  first  years  and  now 
reveals  a  remarkable  spirit  of 
joint  action.  Members  work 
easily  together  as  one  Board. 
Not  every  issue  is  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  member, 
but  they  find  their  best  judg- 
ment as  a  group  and  stick  by  it. 
They  frequently  stop  to  pray 
and  join  in  a  hymn,  and  they 
approach  their  tasks  with  the 
happy  seriousness  of  those  who 
are  "about  their  Father's  busi- 
ness"— the  work  of  the  church. 


Spiritual  Growth 

Continued  from  page  7 

have  unwittingly  reduced  the 
Bible  to  a  scrapbook,  using  it 
chiefly  in  verses  and  phrases. 
Such  a  piecemeal  use  of  the 
Bible  has  been  dubbed  Bibli- 
cism.  Often  we  have  missed  the 
messages  of  the  books  because 
we  have  been  slaves  to  the  ten- 
dency to  serve  up  the  Bible  in 
small  portions.  We  have  been 
guilty  of  emphasizing  Bible  facts 
as  though  there  were  virtue  in 
that.  But  facts  about  the  Bible 
are  a  long  cry  from  the  real  mes- 
sages of  the  books  of  the  Bible. 
If  we  rid  our  minds  of  this  old 
proof-text  method  of  handling 
the  Bible,  then  will  we  begin  to 
eliminate  the  difficulties  which 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi    Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor, 

Our  six-year-old  has  suddenly 
changed  from  a  happy,  active 
youngster  to  one  who  is  unstable, 
moody  and  unco-operative.  We  do 
not  understand.  He  started  to 
school  last  fall  and  ever  since  we  do 
not  feel  thai  he  is  the  same  child. 
Disturbed  Parents. 

Dear  Parents, 

Do  not  be  alarmed;  your  six-year- 
old  is  acting  like  a  typical  six-year- 
old.  He  is  not  the  same  child  he 
was  at  five.  Those  behavior  patterns 
which  you  term  "unstable,  moody, 
and  unco-operative"  are  a  result  of 
a  gradual  change  within  him. 

A  six-year-old  is  not  a  bigger  and 
better  five-year-old;  he  is  a  dif- 
ferent child  because  he  is  a  chang- 
ing child.  He  is  passing  through  a 
stage  of  transition.  His  milk  teeth 
are  shedding;  the  first  permanent 
molars    are    emerging.     His    body 


chemistry  is  undergoing  subtle 
changes  which  make  him  more  sus- 
ceptible to  infectious  disease.  He 
is  not  as  robust  or  as  staunch  as  he 
was  at  five. 

The  five-year-old  is  characteris- 
tically contented,  poised,  helpful  and 
co-operative  while  the  six-year-old 
is  a  spasmodic,  unorganized  child 
who  is  likely  to  side  up  to  his  mother 
and  say,  "I  love  you;  I  hate  you,"  in 
the  same  breath. 

The  brash  reactions  and  bursts  of 
activity  which  seem  to  characterize 
your  six-year-old  are  temporary. 
Gradually,  in  the  coming  year,  you 
will  see  a  quieting  down  and  a  new 
maturity  in  the  happy  co-operative 
youngster  you  think  you  have  lost- 
You  might  enjoy  reading  The  Child?. 
From  Five  to  Ten,  by  Arnold  GeselL. 
It  portrays  the  rich  and  varied  de- 
velopmental transformation  which, 
takes  place  in  these  growing  years. 
Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life- 
Department.  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


so  often  stick  like  burrs  in  the 
mind.  Revelation  will  come  to 
men  if  they  are  actively  seeking 
light  for  their  darkness,  bringing 
all  the  faculties  of  imagination, 
feeling,  and  reason  to  their  study 
of  the   Scriptures. 

Finally,  the  Bible  will  be  alive 
only  as  we  put  into  practice 
what  we  learn  there.  In  fact,  it 
is  almost  a  truism  that  we  can- 
not grasp  the  truth  of  the  Bible 
unless  our  lives  keep  pace  with 
its  teachings.  Only  the  pure  in 
heart  see  God.  Moral  insight 
will  grow  only  as  moral  charac- 
ter grows.  To  act  on  the  moral 
truth  we  already  know  is  the 
surest  way  of  preparing  for  fur- 
ther revelation.  St.  Francis  of 
Sales,  a  famous  sixteenth  cen- 
tury mystic,  once  gave  some 
advice  which  might  be  found  to 
be  applicable  to  the  reading  of 
the  Bible.  He  said,  "My  test  of 
the  worth  of  a  preacher  is  when 
his  congregation  goes  away  say- 
ing not  'What  a  beautiful  ser- 
mon' but  'I  must  do  something.'  " 
Perhaps  both  in  preaching  and  in 


the  reading  of  the  Bible  we  have 
neglected  this  practical  aspect. 
The  Bible  is  a  book  of  life  large- 
ly because  it  can  change  life. 
But  it  must  win  its  way  to  our 
wills. 

The  Bible  should  be  the  guide 
which  helps  us  to  see  God  be- 
yond the  Bible.  We  need  the 
deep  feeling  and  insight  of  a 
Wordsworth  who  could  see  "part 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount"  in 
a  snowflake.  Certainly  we  lose 
our  power  for  appreciating  the 
Bible  if  we  do  not  find  a  way 
to  apply  it  today.  The  same 
Bible  which  tells  how  Jacob 
and  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  found 
God  in  their  experiences  will 
also  help  us  to  discover  God  for 
our  lives.  I  admire  the  faith  of 
Walt  Whitman  when,  in  his 
Leaves  of  Grass,  he  wrote: 

Why  should  I  wish  to  see  God 

better    than    this    day? 
I  see  something  of  God  each  hour 
of    the    twenty-four,    and    each 
moment  then. 
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The  Church  Can  Influence  People's  Thinking 


I  RECENTLY  attended  a  polit- 
ical meeting  that  illustrated 
in  a  very  concrete  way  what 
church  people  can  do  to  influ- 
ence the  thinking  of  people  in 
various  activities. 

It  was  a  banquet  honoring  a 
young  man  who  is  a  leader 
among  the  Negro  people  and 
who  holds  an  office  in  his  labor 
union.  By  his  courageous  work 
for  the  benefit  of  all  workers, 
regardless  of  race  or  nationality, 
he  has  won  wide  respect  and  af- 
fection. He  was  running  for  elec- 
tion to  a  city  office. 

At  the  speakers'  table  were 
Negro  and  white  candidates  for 
public  office,  various  union  of- 
ficials of  both  races  and  a  Negro 
minister. 

Like  most  political  affairs,  the 
meeting  opened  with  the  singing 
of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner, 
but  unlike  most  political  affairs, 
this  was  followed  by  a  prayer 
on  the  part  of  the  minister  pres- 
ent. It  was  a  most  unusual 
prayer,  that  simply  lifted  us  out 
of  ourselves.  It  went  like  this: 
Dear  Lord  and  Father: 

We  are  gathered  here  to- 
night to  help  elect  to  our  city, 
state  and  national  govern- 
ment men  who  will  strive  to 
bring  justice  and  righteous- 
ness into  our  legislative  halls 
— men  who  know  what  broth- 
erhood means  and  who  will 
work  for  the  betterment  of  all 
people  of  whatever  race  or 
nationality  or  place  of  birth. 
Dear  Father,  may  the  fel- 
lowship we  share  here  tonight 
inspire  every  one  of  us  to  go 
back  to  our  homes  and  com- 
munities and  work  actively 
for  peace  and  for  the  kind  of 
government  that  will  really 
serve  the  people.  While  we 
know  that  you  will  go  with 
us  and  bless  and  strengthen 
us  in  these  endeavors,  may 
we  realize  that  we,  ourselves, 
must  make  the  first  effort,  by 
using  what  we  have,  the  bal- 
lot, and  by  using  it  wisely. 


Margaret   Nowak 

Detroit,  Michigan 


Help  us  to  be  a  positive, 
active  force  in  our  community 
in  awakening  our  friends  and 
neighbors  to  the  necessity  of 
using  our  democratic  rights, 
lest  they  be  taken  from  us. 

We  are  thankful  for  this  fel- 
lowship, and  may  we  work  to 
make  it  grow.    Amen. 

Across  the  table  from  me  sat 
a  young  couple  who  had  at  one 
time  left  their  church — a  church 
which  described  itself  as  having 
"everything  for  everybody"  — 
because  that  church  was  not 
concerned  with  the  problems  of 
working  people  or  racial  dis- 
crimination or  the  task  of  com- 
batting militarism  and  working 
for  peace.  Dean,  a  young  veter- 
an of  World  War  II,  had  a  deep 
concern  for  peace,  and  Barbara, 
his  wife,  shared  with  him  a  deep 
interest  in  the  social  and  eco- 
nomic problems  of  our  time.  I 
remembered  the  hurt  and  disap- 
pointment that  showed  in  their 
faces  when  we  had  talked  about 
the  church  some  time  ago  and 
their  unforgettable  words  of  de- 
spair and  resentment  when  I 
told  them  I  was  going  to  go 
back  to  my  church  and  work 
there.  They  said,  "The  church  is 
hopeless!  Why  waste  your  ef- 
forts?" 

But  this  night  their  faces  were 


shining,  their  hearts  deeply 
touched,  as  the  prayer  ended. 
Impulsively  Dean  leaned  over  to 
me  and  said,  "How  I  wish  that 
more  preachers  could  pray  like 
that  and  mean  it!" 

Needless  to  say,  the  meeting 
got  off  to  a  start  on  a  high  level 
and  stayed  that  way. 

But  more  than  just  the  mean- 
ingful words  of  the  prayer  was 
responsible.  It  was  the  fact  that 
the  man  who  did  the  praying 
puts  his  prayers  into  practice 
every  day  in  his  community  and 
throughout  our  city. 

This  Negro  minister  attends 
many  political  and  labor  affairs, 
actively  participates  in  them  and 
tries  everywhere  he  can  to  raise 
the  social  and  economic  level 
of  all  people.  He  appears  before 
the  city  council  to  speak  for 
housing  for  the  people  of  our 
city.  Wherever  the  people  have 
problems,  there  you  will  find 
him;  and  always  he  brings  to  the 
problem  at  hand  his  deep  reli- 
gious convictions  and  his  love 
and  concern  for  people  of  all 
races  and  nationalities.  He  has 
become  so  well  loved  by  all  the 
people,  that  many  white  people 
began  to  go  to  his  church  to  wor- 
ship and  he  has  established  asso- 
ciate memberships  for  them. 

His  sincere  interest  in  the 
problems  of  the  people  is  proved 
by  his  very  way  of  living,  so  that 
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Thy  Kingdom  Come 

O  God,  let  thine  eternal  kingdom  come 
To  rule  our  hearts,  and  make  our  world  thy  home. 
Make  straight  a  highway  through  our  wilderness 
That  Jesus  Christ  may  come  to  save  and  bless. 

Thy  kingdom  come,  and  let  its  borders  reach 
Wherever  men  have  gone,  thy  way  to  teach. 
Thy  kingdom  come  and  bring  to  us  thy  peace; 
Thy  love  alone  can  bid  our  conflicts  cease. 

Oh  let  thy  glory  shine  in  every  land. 
And  give  thy  servants  courage  as  they  stand. 
Oh  make  us  willing  that  thy  will  be  done 
On  earth  as  well  as  heaven,  till  both  be  one. 

— K.M. 


when  he  prays  his  prayers  are 
meaningful,  both  to  himself  and 
to  those  who  hear  him.  And  he 
exerts  a  real  influence  for  good 
in  the  political  and  economic 
circles  in  which  he  moves. 

All  Christian  people  can  learn 
from  this  man.  We  cannot  sit 
back  and  expect  people  to  come 
into  our  churches,  no  matter 
how  powerful  our  messages  may 
be  and  no  matter  how  warm  the 
fellowship  may  be. 

All  of  us  Christians,  lay  people 


as  well  as  ministers,  can  reach 
people  only  by  going  out  among 
them,  where  they  work  and 
struggle  for  solutions  to  their 
problems,  and  there  working 
with  them  to  find  solutions  for 
those  problems.  By  putting  our 
convictions  to  work  in  the  world 
about  us,  we  win  the  love  of 
people  and  respect  for  what  we 
stand  for.  In  other  words,  we 
become  instruments  of  God,  and 
through  his  power  within  us,  we 
draw  people  to  us  and  to  him. 


Prejudice 


Rosa  M.  Bennett 

Copley,  Ohio 


MANY  doors  to  better  living 
can  be  opened  to  Chris- 
tians who  rid  themselves 
of  harmful  prejudices.  But  first 
of  all  we  must  recognize  that 
much  twisted  thinking  is  forced 
on  the  American  public  by  prej- 
udicial propaganda.  Wave  after 
wave  of  soul-cramping  material 
is  published  against  Catholics, 
Jews,  Negroes,  Japanese  and 
others.  The  power  of  these  "an- 
ti"  groups  is  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  hysteria 
they  can  foment.  They  work 
upon  our  emotions  until  all  rea- 
soning leaves  us.  They  would 
have  us  feel  that  we  are  superior 
because  we  are  born  white  al- 
though we  had  nothing  to  do 
with  this  circumstance  of  birth. 

Any  religious  group,  political 
party  or  cultural  movement  is 
poverty-stricken  when  it  has  to 
resort  to  untruths,  hatred,  race 
prejudice  and  religious  intoler- 
ance in  order  to  stay  alive. 

Freeing  ourselves  of  harmful 
prejudices  is  not  merely  a  mat- 
ter of  education.  Even  in  our 
institutions  of  higher  education 
we  find  evidences  of  racial  preju- 
dice. Indeed,  we  have  to  ask  our- 
selves whether  our  homes,  our 
churches  or  our  communities  are 
free  from  barriers  raised  because 


of  color,  race  or  religious  beliefs. 
When  Pearl  Buck  lived  in  China, 
her  small  daughter  called  to  her 
one  day  to  tell  her  that  a  man  at 
the  door  wanted  to  see  her.  Pearl 
Buck  asked,  "Is  he  white  or 
Chinese?"  The  child  replied,  "I 
didn't  look."  A  similar  thing 
can  easily  happen  in  our  homes. 
Or,  even  worse,  we  may  be 
responsible  for  the  kind  of  situa- 
tion which  caused  a  small  girl 
to  say,  "Mother,  what  is  the 
name  of  the  people  in  our  block 
whom  we  are  supposed  to  hate?" 
Racial  prejudice  was  brought 
to  our  attention  in  a  spectacular 
way  during  the  Nazi  regime  but 
it  was  not  created  by  that  party. 
Back  in  the  stone  age  when  a 
stranger  wandered  into  anoth- 
er's territory,  he  was  promptly 
killed  so  that  he  could  not 
become  a  menace.  All  through 
history  we  read  of  the  shocking 
results  of  racial  and  religious 
prejudice.  In  England  people 
were  imprisoned,  blood  flowed, 
heads  were  cut  off  because  of 
different  ideas  concerning  the 
worship  of  God.  As  the  railroads 
moved  westward  across  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,  Irish 
laborers  were  brought  here  when 
strong  and  enduring  muscles 
were  needed  for  the  project,  but 


as  soon  as  the  work  was  finished 
and  there  was  no  longer  need 
for  them,  the  Irish  were  sub- 
jected to  many  indignities. 

We  must  remember  that  in 
America  there  is  a  constant  con- 
flict in  the  four  fields  that  make 
up  a  person's  life — social,  po- 
litical, economic  and  religious. 
No  matter  where  you  live  or 
what  you  do,  your  fife  is  gov- 
erned by  influences  released  by 
these  factors.  We  may  insist  that 
our  American  culture  is  the  best 
on  earth.  It  may  be  the  best  for 
some  but  is  it  the  best  for  all? 
Do  we  really  believe  in  the 
words  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  "We 
hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evi- 
dent, that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
alienable rights,  among  which 
are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness"? 

We  are  not  looking  for  excuses 
for  the  other  fellow  but  rather 
seeking  to  understand  and  ac- 
cept the  fact  that  people  born  in 
other  places,  of  different  back- 
grounds, and  in  cultures  other 
than  our  own  are  just  as  human 
as  we  are.  We  must  try  to  see 
these  things  clearly  even  if  we 
have  to  change  our  methods  of 
thinking.  The  good  horticultur- 
ist removes  all  diseased  and  dead 
wood  from  his  living  plants.  If 
we  do  not  remove  the  diseased 
and  dead  wood  in  our  present 
line  of  thinking,  it  will  keep  us 
from  a  better  understanding  of 
others. 

We  must  recognize  that  when 
Christ  fulfilled  his  mission  on 
earth  and  died  on  the  cross  of 
Calvary,  he  did  this  not  for  us 
alone  but  "for  all  mankind." 
Maybe  these  three  words,  "for 
all  mankind,"  will  help  us  gain 
new  ideals  and  a  new  goal  of 
Christian  living. 

Great  souls  find  expression  in 
great  things,  but  great  things 
will  not  fit  into  lives  that  are  al- 
ready full  of  small,  mean,  petty 
and  uncharitable  thoughts.    We 
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can  have  one  or  the  other,  a  life 
filled  to  overflowing  with  worth- 
while things  or  a  life  filled  with 
mean  and  petty  interests.  Only 
by  ridding  ourselves  of  soul-scar- 
ring prejudices  will  we  have 
room  for  the  wonderful  things 
God  meant  us  to  have. 

"Fear  ye  not,  stand  still  and 
see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  will  show  ye  this  day." 

We  can  get  rid  of  our  preju- 
dices by  giving  room  in  our 
hearts  for  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord. 


Snarls 

Dorothy  Ebey 

Muskegon,  Michigan 

"Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we 
weave!"  exclaimed  Sir  Walter 
Scott  in  Marmion.  Could  a  bet- 
ter picture  be  drawn  of  mortals 
uninstructed  in  spiritual  things 
vainly  trying  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  their  self-imposed 
snarls?  The  prophet  Isaiah  also 
descants  on  this  theme  when  he 
exclaims,  "Fear,  and  the  pit,  and 
the  snare,  are  upon  thee,  O  in- 
habitant of  the  earth."  The  sto- 
ry is  told  of  a  pious  individual 
who  endeavored  to  accept  every 
untoward  circumstance  as  a  vis- 
itation of  God.  Finally  when  one 
disaster  followed  another  in 
quick  succession,  he  reproach- 
fully looked  heavenward  and 
said,  "Lord,  this  is  getting  to  be 
ridiculous!" 

The  state  of  mind  of  such  a 
person  is  salutary  if  it  is  awak- 
ening him  to  the  error  of  accept- 
ing discord  and  disease  as  the 
will  of  a  good  God  and  if  it  is 
arousing  in  his  thinking  a  whole- 
some protest  against  evil.  Christ 
definitely  refused  to  accede  to 
the  naming  of  the  Almighty  as 
the  author  of  human  ills.  Did  he 
not  say  that  the  woman  with  an 
infirmity  for  eighteen  years  was 
bound  by  Satan?  It  is  interest- 
ing to  know  that  in  the  original 
Greek  the  word  Satan  means  ad- 


versary. The  first  step  out  of 
the  maze  of  mental  discord  is  to 
see  that  it  opposes  that  which  is 
good. 

In  facing  the  tangles  of  today 
— international,  national,  or  per- 
sonal— we  find  the  problems  the 
same.  We  are  caught  in  the  web 
of  mental  conflict,  fear,  greed, 
war,  sin,  selfishness  and  discord 
because  of  man's  ignorance  of 
God  and  man.  The  sagacious 
Ben  Jonson  wrote,  "I  know  no 
disease  of  the  soul  but  ignorance, 
a  pernicious  evil,  the  darkener 
of  man's  life,  the  disturber  of 
reason,  and  a  common  confound- 
er  of  truth." 

Many  are  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  man  is  a  spiritual  being  and 
his    enemies    are    those    things 


which  deface,  defile  and  de- 
throne the  image  of  Christ  which 
he  should  reflect.  We  find  our 
true  self  when  we  express  the 
sinless  beauty,  joy,  and  peace 
which  must  be  associated  with 
the  thoughts  of  God. 

In  this  challenging,  pregnant 
hour  of  overturning  and  up- 
building let  those  who  are  listed 
for  service  under  the  banner  of 
Christianity  pray  that  they  be 
not  sluggards  but  busy  workers 
untangling  for  themselves  and 
their  brothers  the  snarls  wrought 
because  of  ignorance  of  God  and 
Christ.  Darkened  humanity  is 
calling  for  the  torch.  Are  we 
holding  forth  the  light?  What  a 
joyous  adventure  it  is — unwind- 
ing and  unbinding! 
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Members  of  the  Old  Testament  section  of  the  American  Standard 
Bible  Committee  are  shown  above  at  work  in  their  office  in  the  Yale 
University  Divinity  School  last  summer.  The  members  are  (left  to 
right:  LeRoy  Waterman,  Professor  of  Semitics,  University  of  Michigan; 
William  R.  Taylor,  principal  of  the  University  College,  professor  of 
Oriental  languages  and  head  of  the  department,  the  University  of 
Toronto;  J.  Philip  Hyatt,  professor  of  Old  Testament,  Vanderbilt  Univer- 
sity; Fleming  James,  professor  of  Old  Testament  and  Dean  Emeritus, 
School  of  Theology,  University  of  the  South;  lames  Muilenburg,  Daven- 
port professor  of  Hebrew  and  cognate  languages.  Union  Theological 
Seminary;  Luther  A.  Weigle,  dean  emeritus  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School 
and  chairman  of  the  Standard  Bible  Committee;  George  Dahl,  Holmes 
professor  emeritus  of  Hebrew  language  and  literature  at  Yale;  Miss 
Leonora  A.  Hoemlein,  secretary  to  the  Standard  Bible  Committee; 
Herbert  G.  May,  professor  of  Old  Testament  language  and  literature. 
Graduate  School  of  Theology,  Oberlin  College;  William  A.  Irwin, 
professor  of  Old  Testament  language  and  literature,  the  University  of 
Chicago;  and  Millar  Burrows,  Winkley  professor  of  Biblical  theology 
at  Yale. 


The  Grind 

As  she  came  out  of  an  eating 
place  in  a  large  department 
store,  one  young  woman  said  to 
another,  "Now  for  the  grind." 

Hearing  it  I  supposed  she 
meant  her  work  or  daily  task  of 
some  kind  and  I  knew  when  she 
used  the  word  grind  she  was  not 
happy  and  I  felt  sorry  for  her. 
Many  there  are  who  look  upon 
their  work  as  a  tiresome  job  and 
yet  if  they  should  look  around 
them  at  others  on  canes  and 
crutches,  they  would  be  thank- 
ful that  they  are  still  able  to 
do  that  daily  "grind."  —  Julia 
Graydon,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Overcoming  Resentments 

A   Christian  Pilgrim 

I  HAD  been  nourishing  a  re- 
sentment in  my  heart  for  a 
week  or  more.  It  had  not 
been  too  serious,  neither  the 
cause  nor  the  resentment;  neith- 
er would  I  call  it  an  unforgiving 
spirit,  but  rather  an  unloving 
spirit.  It  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently evil  to  spoil  my  fellow- 
ship with  my  Savior,  but  I  had 
been  fully  aware  that  I  dared 
not  coddle  it  too  long  or  it  would 
certainly  grow  into  a  loathsome 
thing. 

I  was  reminded  of  my  child- 
hood days  when  I  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Illinois.  My  father  had 
hedge  fences  between  his  fields. 
After  he  had  trimmed  them,  the 
thorny  branches  would  be  scat- 
tered over  the  lanes  on  which  I 
must  walk  to  the  mailbox  and  to 
my  grandfather's  home.  How 
carefully  I  would  step,  trying 
to  miss  the  thorns,  but  even  so 
sometimes  I  would  step  on  one 
with  my  bare  foot.  How  it  would 
hurt  for  a  while! 

However,  by  the  time  I  had 
reached  home  and  mother,  the 
pain  had  subsided  so  that  for 
some  time  I  would  prefer  the 
thorn  to  the  painful  process  of 
digging  it  out.  It  was  queer  also 
how  when  mother  got  my  bare 
foot  in  her  hand  she  could  find 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 

Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


These  Sought  a  Country.  Kenneth 
Scott  Latourette.  Harper,  1950.  148 
pages.    $1.75. 

Five  outstanding  missionaries  are 
selected  to  portray  the  history  of 
foreign  missions.  In  their  lives  they 
lift  up  and  personalize  the  growth 
of  the  foreign  mission  movement. 
The  five  men  are  William  Carey, 
Samuel  John  Mills,  Hudson  Taylor, 
Timothy  Richard  and  Joseph  Hardy 
Neesima. 

These  five  characters  all  had 
within  their  hearts  the  unquench- 
able desire  to  forward  the  kingdom 
of  God,  not  in  a  slight  degree  but 
to  a  vast  and  continental  extent, 
even  with  the  world-wide  outreach. 
They  sought  a  country  wherein 
God's  dreams  and  their  own  would 
be  realized.  They  expected  great 
things  from  God  and  they  attempted 
great  things  for  God.  But  their  ex- 
pectations were  not  completely  ful- 
filled for  when  they  died  there  were 
still  laborious  tasks  to  be  done  to 
bring  in  the  results  for  which  they 
had  given  their  lives.  Nevertheless 
they  died  in  faith.  In  fact,  much 
and  great  good  has  been  accom- 
plished and  continues  to  be  carried 
on.     Although    mass    conversion    to 


Christianity  has  not  taken  place,  oth- 
er movements  and  influences  have 
moved  forward  until  today  we  can 
see  that  the  roots  of  the  Christian 
faith  continually  grew  stronger  and 
pressed  down  deeper. 

The  book  makes  the  reader  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  same  situation 
which  faced  those  men  of  God  still 
faces  us  today.  In  our  highest  as- 
pirations, we  would  bring  the  truth 
and  beauty  of  Christ  to  the  world, 
and  that  quickly,  now  within  our 
own  generation,  but  we  find  limita- 
tions on  every  hand.  Nevertheless 
we  are  to  go  on  in  faith  seeking  the 
same  country. — Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Pastoral  Leadership.  Andrew  W. 
Blackwood.  Abingdon- Cokesbury, 
1949.    $3.00. 

A  great  book  for  any  pastor,  es- 
pecially the  younger  one.  It  deals 
with:  the  pastor  as  an  executive, 
covering  the  field,  resources,  and 
the  community;  as  an  organizer, 
dealing  with  evangelism  and  mem- 
bership cultivation,  Christian  educa- 
tion, missions  and  community 
welfare,  and  finance  and  statistics. 
It  should  help  make  every  pastor  a 
better  one. — Charles  E.  Zunkel. 


so  many  splinters  to  dig  out  be- 
sides the  thorn.  The  thorns  were 
really  not  half  so  bad  as  those 
tiny  splinters  that  had  gone 
straight  into  my  foot  and  were 
almost  out  of  sight.  How  I  used 
to  wish  she  did  not  have  such 
keen  eyesight. 

When  I  felt  as  I  did  I  hap- 
pened to  read  in  E.  Stanley 
Jones'  little  book,  Abundant  Liv- 
ing, a  page  concerning  Final 
Steps  for  Overcoming  Resent- 
ments! Out  of  the  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  pages  in 
the  book,  I  had  turned  unwit- 
tingly to  the  page  I  needed  most 
to  read.  I  soberly  read  the  en- 
tire page.  Then  I  said: 

"Lord,  I  accept  this  as  a  sign 
from  you,  that  the  time  has 
come  when  I  must  part  with  my 
resentment  even  though  the  op- 
eration be  somewhat  painful. 
Will  you  do  for  me  what  I  find 


it  hard  to  do  for  myself?  Dig  out 
the  thorn  and  all  hidden  splin- 
ters in  my  heart  life.  Will  you 
'create  within  me  a  clean  heart 
and  renew  a  right  spirit  within 
me'?  I  know  that  I  cannot  do  it 
myself." 

IN   NEXT   WEEK'S   ISSUE— 

Have  you  noticed  the  candy  put 
up  in  packages  closely  resem- 
bling those  of  well-known  brands 
of  cigarettes?  The  article.  Ciga- 
rettes for  Your  Children,  points  out 
the  implications  of  this. 

Premchand  Bhagat,  the  Indian 
elder.  has  written  a  guest 
editorial.  The  Challenge  of  New 
India. 

Also  in  this  issue  are  Making 
Christmas  World  Wide,  by  Ernest 
Wampler,  The  Foolishness  of 
God,  by  Dale  Brown,  and  Brother- 
hood Knows  No  Boundaries,  by 
Kermit  Eby. 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


Eagle  Creek  church,  Ohio,  will  have  its  love  feast 
on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  10,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Southern  Iowa  has  chosen  as  its  delegate  to  Standing 
Committee  for  1951  W.  H.  Brower.  The  alternate  is 
Howard  H.  Keim. 

The  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  plans  to  observe 
its  300th  anniversary  in  1952  at  the  birthplace  of 
Quakerism,  Lancashire,  England.  Philadelphia  Friends 
will  be  represented. 

Dr.  Louis  S.  Bauman,  pastor  of  the  First  Brethren 
church,  Washington,  D.C.  (Grace  Brethren),  died  Nov. 
8,  1950.  He  was  born  in  1875.  Dr.  Bauman  was  widely 
known   outside   the   Brethren  Church. 

Middle  Pennsylvania  will  be  represented  on  the  1951 
Standing  Committee  by  C.  N.  Ellis,  E.  M.  Detwiler  and 
Stewart  B.  Kauffman.  The  alternatives  are  M.  J. 
Weaver,  M.  G.  Wilson  and  D.  I.  Pepple. 

The  American  Friends  Peace  Committee  will  hold 
seven  seminars  in  the  next  two  months  to  inspire  peace 
action.  They  will  also  help  counselors  guide  young 
people  who  are  subject  to  conscription. 

Plans  for  a  united  Protestant  youth  program  for 
Christian  service  and  evangelism,  combining  the  youth 
from  Canada  and  the  United  States,  will  be  launched 
for  National  Youth  Week,  Jan.  26  to  Feb.  4,  1951. 

Bro.  Howard  A.  Whilacre  assumed  the  pastorate  of 
the  Mechanicsburg  church,  Pa.,  on  Nov.  1.  His  address 
is,  therefore,  changed  from  Box  15,  Flintstone,  Md.,  to 
209  S.  Frederick  St.,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.  Will  his 
correspondents  please  note? 

Word  has  been  received  that  Elmer  and  Feme 
Baldwin,  missionaries  at  Marama,  Africa,  have  a  new 
daughter,  Lois  Nadine,  who  was  born  Sept.  8,  1950,  at 
the  Garkida  hospital.  Lois  Nadine  is  the  granddaughter 
of  Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin,  pastor  of  the  Roann  Brethren 
church,  Ind. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Eaton,  veteran  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  only  ordained  clergyman 
serving  in  Congress,  was  re-elected  to  his  thirteenth 
consecutive  term  from  New  Jersey.  Dr.  Walter  H.  Judd, 
former  medical  missionary,  was  elected  to  his  fifth  term 
in  the  House  from  Minnesota. 

The  Greatest  Story  Ever  Told  will  broadcast  two 
Christmas  programs  again  this  year,  as  has  been  their 
custom  in  the  past,  on  Dec.  24  and  Dec.  31,  at  5:30  p.m. 
(E.S.T.),  over  the  American  Broadcasting  Company. 
The  broadcasts  are  entitled  Unto  You  This  Day  and 
Flight  Into  Egypt,  respectively. 

A  resolution  calling  upon  the  UN  to  give  formal 
recognition  to  the  rights  of  conscientious  objectors  was 
recently  adopted  at  a  two-day  congress  in  Rome,  Italy. 
The  congress  had  been  called  to  study  the  problems  of 
conscientious  objectors  in  general  and  Italian  consci- 
entious objectors  in  particular.  The  congress  was 
attended  by  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics.  The 
guest  speaker  was  Jean  Gosse,  member  of  the  French 
Committee   for   Conscientious   Objectors. 
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The  Roann  Brethren  church,  Ind.,  has  sent  us  a 
church  news  item  which  appears  in  this  issue  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  J.  F.  Baldwin,  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  is  the  pastor  of  the  church. 
We  are  happy  to  publish  news  from  this  church  and 
hope  that  they  will  continue  to  send  us  news  from 
time  to  time. 

New  Enterprise  church.  Pa.,  will  have  dedication 
services  for  the  new  church  building  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
10.  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  will  deliver  the  morning 
message  and  the  dedicatory  address  in  the  afternoon, 
and  Bro.  C.  N.  Ellis  will  deliver  the  evening  message. 
All  former  worshipers  at  this  place  and  others  are 
invited  to  attend. 

The  Mount  Olivet  Lutheran  church,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  has  received  1,308  new  members  this  year.  Dr. 
Reuben  K.  Youngdahl,  a  brother  of  Minnesota's 
governor,  is  pastor.  The  congregation  has  outgrown 
two  churches  and  is  now  in  a  $750,000  edifice.  It  is  still 
necessary,  however,  to  hold  four  identical  worship 
services  each  Sunday. 

A  budget  of  $17,074,517  for  1951  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Seventh-Day  Adventist  Church.  An  allocation  to 
strengthen  television  broadcasts  in  New  York  City,  also 
to  reach  major  western  cities,  and  for  radio  broadcasts 
in  foreign  lands  was  included.  About  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  total  budget  will  be  used  for  the  eleven  overseas 
divisions  of  the  church. 

Peacemakers,  an  organization  of  those  interested  in 
nonviolent  resistance  to  the  threat  of  total  war  and 
conscription,  will  meet  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  29-31. 
The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  take  stock  "of 
position,  aims,  responsibilities,  hopes  and  future 
course."  For  further  information  write  Wallace  Nelson, 
Findlay  Street  Neighborhood  House,  901  Findlay  St., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Elizabethtown  College 

College  library  open  house  for  the  community  was 
held  on  Nov.  30.  Citizens  were  taken  on  conducted 
tours  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  and  were  in- 
vited to  use  the  resources  of  the  library  whenever  they 
need  reference  material.  Mrs.  Alice  S.  Heilman,  li- 
brarian, and  E.  G.  Meyer,  reference  librarian,  were  in 
charge. 

The  Student  Christian  Movement  was  represented 
at  the  Bridgewater  Thanksgiving  Conference  by  twen- 
ty-one delegates. 

The  annual  SCM  Christmas  party  for  orphan  chil- 
dren will  be  held  on  Dec.  13  under  the  direction  of 
Earl  Zeigler,  president. 

The  college  community  chorus  of  eighty-five  mem- 
bers under  the  direction  of  W.  David  Albright  will 
present  the  cantata,  King  of  Kings,  and  anthems  in  a 
Christmas  concert  on  Dec.  14. 

Harold  R.  Hunt,  organist,  choir  master  and  alumnus 
of  Elizabethtown,  has  been  named  instructor  in  organ. 
Using  the  newly  installed  Baldwin  organ,  Mr.  Hunt  is 
preparing  organists  to  serve  in  the  music  ministry  of 
the  church. 

Student  deputations  to  the  churches  of  Eastern  and 
Southern  Pennsylvania  are  averaging  three  programs 
each  Sunday. 

Martha    Martin     recently    completed    a    ten-week 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Sharing   the  Christian  Life 


course  in  The  Early  Church.  Eighty-five  church  and 
Sunday-school  workers  were  enrolled  in  two  sections, 
meeting  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings.  Fourteen 
churches  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  six  denomina- 
tions in  addition  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  were 
represented  in  the  enrollment. 

President  A.  C.  Baugher  represented  higher  educa- 
tion in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  organization 
meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ.  The  meeting  was  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on 
Nov.  28. 

P.  G.  Bhagai,  representing  the  India  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  America,  met  with  students  interested  in 
India's  educational  program. 

Two  weeks  after  participating  in  the  dedication  of 
the  new  library,  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  first  president  of 
the  college,  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
Virginia. 

The  family  of  G.  N.  Falkenstein  recently  gave  the 
library  of  the  first  acting  president  to  Elizabethtown 
College.  Included  in  the  gift  are  a  copy  of  the  Berle- 
berg  Bible  in  four  volumes,  his  personal  papers  and 
records  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Society.  These 
accessions  have  been  placed  in  the  Brethren  historical 
records  room. 

Juniata  College 

Parents  of  the  students  were  guests  of  the  college 
on  Nov.  4  for  the  annual  observance  of  Parents'  Day. 
Activities  during  the  day  included  open  house  in  the 
dorms,  buffet  luncheon,  the  Juniata-Lycoming  football 
game  and  the  presentation  of  the  comedy,  Our  Hearts 
Were  Young  and  Gay,  by  the  Masque,  college  dramatics 
club.  The  play,  directed  by  Miss  Lois  P.  Esaley, 
instructor  in  English,  co-starred  Phyllis  R.  Link  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  Vera  L.  Compton  of  Arlington,  Va. 

Twelve  representatives  from  Juniata  attended  an 
intercollegiate  colloquy  on  Religious  Ideals  and 
Political  Affairs  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  Nov. 
10-12.  Sponsored  by  the  Penn  State  Christian  Associa- 
tion, the  colloquy  was  attended  by  seventy-five 
delegates  from  six  eastern  colleges  and  universities. 
Prof.  G.  Wayne  Glick  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  W. 
Crosby  of  the  faculty  were  accompanied  by  nine 
students  from  Juniata  Christian  Association  and 
International  Relations  Club. 

The  Central  Pennsylvania  Sociological  Society  held 
its  fall  meeting  at  the  college  on  Nov.  11.  Dr.  L.  L. 
Bernard,  professor  of  sociology  at  Pennsylvania  State 
College  and  extensive  writer  and  authority  on  the 
history  of  sociology  in  the  United  States,  was  the 
speaker.  Forty-two  teachers  of  sociology  in  central 
and  eastern  Pennsylvania  attended  the  meeting, 
according  to  Dr.  Tobias  F.  Henry,  assistant  professor 
of  sociology  at  Juniata. 

Lois  E.  Miller,  a  junior  sociology  major  from 
Tuckahoe,  N.  Y.,  reigned  as  Miss  Home-coming  IV  as 
Juniata  celebrated  its  annual  home-coming  day  on  Oct. 
21.  Chosen  from  among  twelve  candidates  in  an 
all-college  election,  Miss  Miller  was  crowned  during 
half  time  at  the  Juniata-Haverford  football  game.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Quinter  Miller. 

Twenty  Juniata  students  attended  the  Brethren 
Student  Christian  Movement  conference  at  Bridgewater 
College,  Nov.  23-26.  Prof.  G.  Wayne  Glick,  assistant 
professor  of  Biblical  studies,  was  a  resource  leader  for 
the  conference  and  Galen  R.  Frysinger,  a  sophomore 


from  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  is  a  member  of  the  B.S.C.M. 
cabinet. 

Home  Economics  clubs  from  sixty-one  colleges  were 
guests  of  the  college  at  the  home  economics  province 
workshop  held  on  the  campus,  Oct.  12-14.  Seventy 
students  from  seven  eastern  states  attended  the 
workshop  to  discuss  plans  of  vitalizing  college  home 
economics  club  programs.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
workshop  has  been  held  on  the  Juniata  campus.  Miss 
Helen  L.  Fisher,  instructor  in  home  economics  at 
Juniata,  is  province  co-adviser. 

Two  Juniata  students  were  among  thirty-three 
delegates  from  eastern  colleges  and  universities  who 
attended  a  United  Nations  Seminar  for  college  students 
sponsored  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
in  New  York  City,  Nov.  9-12.  David  L.  Armacost, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Jay  L.  Benedict,  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
attended  the  seminar  on  The  Student,  the  United 
Nations  and  Peace.  The  delegates  attended  discussions, 
heard  prominent  speakers  and  attended  a  session  of 
the  United  Nations  at  Lake  Success. 

Dr.  Clifford  R.  Adams,  professor  of  psychology  at 
Pennsylvania  State  College  and  famous  authority  on 
marriage  and  family  relations,  spoke  at  a  personal- 
campus  affairs  conference  sponsored  by  the  Juniata 
Christian  Association  on  Oct.  29.  This  was  the  first  of 
three  conferences  scheduled  by  the  newly  organized 
religious  association.  Prof.  G.  Wayne  Glick  is  faculty 
adviser,  and  Donald  H.  Treese,  a  junior  from  Williams- 
burg, is  president. 

Three  prominent  leaders  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  were  on  the  Juniata  campus,  Nov.  16-17. 
P.  G.  Bhagat,  Christian  leader  in  India  and  elder  in 
the  church,  addressed  the  student  body  in  chapel. 
Bro.  Bhagat  was  accompanied  by  Wendell  P.  Flory, 
candidate  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Commission. 
Jesse  Ziegler,  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  Chicago,  111.,  was  on  campus  to 
interview  preministerial  students. 

Mrs.  Luella  Fogelsanger  Rowland  has  been  added  to 
the  faculty  as  instructional  assistant  in  English.  Mrs. 
Rowland  formerly  taught  secretarial  studies  at  Juniata 
and  was  on  the  faculty  at  Elizabethtown  College.  She 
is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Charles  L.  Rowland,  professor  of 
music  at  Juniata. 

With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Brother    and    Sister    I.    D.    Lealherman    of    Elgin,    111.,    in    the 
Myrtle  Point  church,  Oregon,  Dec.  12-24. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church.  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  La  Place 
church,  111. 

Thirteen  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  two  rededicated 
in  the  Old  Furnace  church,  W.  Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  10 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Stewardship  of  the  Gospel. — Acts 
8:1-13;  18:1-7;  1  Cor.  9:16-17;  2  Cor.  5:17-20;  Phil.  1:12-18;  2: 
12-18.  Memory  Selection:  This  is  how  one  should  regard  us,  as 
servants  of  Christ  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  More- 
over it  is  required  of  stewards  that  they  be  found  trustworthy. 
1  Cor.  4:  1-2  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  December,  Tremendous   Trifles. 
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Our  Vienna   Peace  Institute 


AN  INDIAN  follower  of  Gandhi, 
a  British  Socialist  once  jailed 
for  his  pacifist  belief,  a  Dutch 
girl  who  had  been  in  a  Japanese 
concentration  camp  in  the  East  In- 
dies, an  American  teacher  in  a  North 
Carolina  boarding  school  for  Negro 
girls,  a  young  Hungarian  DP  who 
found  refuge  in  Vienna,  a  major  in 
the  Egyptian  army  —  these  were 
members  of  the  Brethren  peace 
institute  held  from  July  10  to  Aug. 
18  in  Vienna,  Austria. 

One  of  the  four  European  work 
camps  sponsored  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission  in  1950,  the  in- 
ternational seminar  combined  study 
of  world  problems  with  construction 
work  on  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
student  home — living,  discussing  and 
working  in  the  same  building. 

On  the  full-time  membership  list 
were  twenty-seven  persons,  includ- 
ing the  staff,  from  ten  nations.  Four- 
teen were  from  the  United  States; 
three  each  from  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark;  and  one  each  from  India, 
Egypt,  Austria,  Netherlands,  Italy, 
Sweden,  and  Hungary. 

There  was  a  corresponding  variety 
in  religious  beliefs — Moslem,  Hindu, 
Jewish,  Christian,  and  agnostic.  Stu- 
dents, and  teachers  were  in  the 
majority,  with  a  machinist,  librarian, 
dress-designer,  bacteriologist,  law- 
yer, relief  workers  and  soldiers 
completing  the  slate  of  vocations. 

Dr.  Earl  S.  Garver,  dean  of 
Manchester  College  in  Indiana,  came 
from  the  United  States  to  direct  the 
six  weeks'  seminar.  His  wife,  Wini- 
fred, accompanied  him  and  assumed 
important  duties  in  the  functioning 
of  the  institute.  Two  members  of 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  in 
Europe,  Ivadel  Snavely  and  Don 
Durnbaugh,  assisted  on  the  staff. 

The  first  venture  by  the  Brethren 
in  international  seminars,  the  Vien- 
na camp  had  as  its  objective 
studying  "in  an  organized  fashion 
the  problems  of  building  peace."  It 
sought  not  only  to  give  information 
on  global  dilemmas  and  to  strive 
through     group    processes    to    dis- 
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Don  Durnbaugh 

B.V.S.   Volunteer   in   Germany 


cover  solutions,  but  literally  to 
be  a  laboratory  in  international 
understanding. 

Twelve  outside  leaders  visited  the 
group  during  the  summer  to  lend 
expert  opinions  on  particular  phases 
of  the  study.  Among  these  were 
Alan  Braley  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches'  service  to  refugees; 
Kurtis  F.  Naylor,  director  of 
the  Brethren  Service  program  in 
Germany;  Professors  Petter  and 
Thoman  of  the  University  of  Vienna; 
representatives  of  the  French 
legation,  the  Austrian  government, 
and  the  Economic  Co-operation 
Administration;  and  Kaspar  Mayr, 
Viennese  leader  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation. 

Two  techniques  were  widely  used: 
panels,  and  reports  by  members  on 
fields  of  special  knowledge  or  inter- 
est. Both  were  followed  by  discus- 
sion. The  Indian  law  student,  for 
example,  gave  excellent  descriptions 
of  Gandhi's  program  for  India  and 
the  method  of  nonviolence. 

Vienna  is  a  center  of  world 
attention  because  of  its  strategic 
location  near  Eastern  Europe  and  its 
four-power  occupation  by  the  armies 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United 
States,  Soviet  Russia  and  France. 
This  lent  particular  urgency  to 
consideration  of  the  problems  of 
postwar  Europe. 

After  getting  a  broad  over-view 
of  the  problems,  the  group  cen- 
tered its  attention  on  the  basic 
principles  of  international  relations, 
studying  such  topics  as  the  causes 
of  wars  and  the  psychological  bases 
of  peace.  The  way  of  nonviolence  as 
taught  by  Jesus  Christ  and  practiced 
by  contemporaries  was  the  next 
phase,  culminating  in  a  group 
report,  The  Role  of  the  Peacemaker 
in  the  Modern  World,  which 
co-ordinated  individual  reports. 

Afternoons  were  given  over  to 
the  work  project,  study  and  re- 
search, and  free  time.  This  was  a 
welcome  break  between  the  morning 


and  evening  study  sessions.  With 
the  group  divided  into  two  work 
shifts,  each  "seminarian"  worked 
just  under  two  hours,  with  a  pleas- 
ant pause  for  tea  in  midafternoon. 
The  project  was  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  fifth-floor  addition 
to  the  Lutheran  home  for  university 
students,  and  to  clear  the  courtyard 
for  recreation  space  for  the  chil- 
dren's groups  also  housed  in  the 
war-damaged  structure.  The  brick 
cleaning  operation  in  salvaging 
bricks,  which  occupied  many  an 
hour,  was  the  inspiration  for  the 
theme  of  the  final  banquet  which 
featured  not-too-solemn  disserta- 
tions on  the  "home,  social  and 
political  lives  of  the  brick." 

Every  member  was  on  a  work 
crew  to  help  in  meal  preparation, 
dish  washing  or  cleaning.  Sharing 
household  duties  did  much  to  build 
group  spirit  according  to  later  eval- 
uations. One  member  said  that  some 
of  the  best  discussions  of  the  whole 
summer  were  held  around  the 
kitchen  sink. 

Daily  devotions  were  led  in  turn 
by  members  every  morning  before 
breakfast.  Sunday  morning  saw 
groups  going  to  local  churches  and 
on  several  Sunday  evenings  vesper 
services  were  planned.  Possibly  the 
greatest  interest  was  shown  in  the 
voluntary  lectures  on  Islam,  Hindu- 
ism, Buddhism,  and  Christianity 
delivered  by  several  of  the  group. 

On  the  lighter  side  were  the  spon- 
taneous evenings  singing  folk  songs 
around  the  piano,  and  the  Friday 
evening  recreational  periods  featur- 
ing folk  games.  As  one  member  put 
it,  "We  played  American,  Swedish 
and  Scottish  folk  games  with  Afri- 
can, European,  Indian  and  American 
temperaments,  and  we  enjoyed  it 
immensely."  Excursions  were  neces- 
sarily limited  by  travel  restrictions, 
but  most  points  of  interest  were 
visited  by  groups  or  individuals  in 
free  time. 

Remarkable  was  the  group  spirit 
built  up  during  the  short  period  of 
the  seminar.  It  was  most  noticeable 
at  mealtime  "table  fellowship"  when 
fervent   discussions  on  such  topics 


The  Vienna  peace  institute  in  session.  From  left  to  light:  Sunit  Kher,  India;  Stanley  Karlsson,  Sweden;  Carrie  Simmers,  U.S.A.; 
Gottfried  Kommers  (born  in  Czechoslovakia,  now  an  Austrian  citizen);  Magdalene  Bruyn,  Holland;  Christine  Steen,  Canada;  Lula 
Miller,  U.S.A.;  Jean  Howie,  England;  Edmund  Lazar,  Hungary;  David  Price,  U.S.A.;  Don  Durnbaugh,  U.S.A.;  Virginia  Royer,  U.S.A.; 
Joan  Day,  U.S.A.;  Denis  Philcox,  England;  Winifred  Garver,  U.S.A.;  Margit  Hilsenrad,  Austria;  Lucie  Hilsenrad,  Austria;  Ivadel 
Snavely,  U.S.A.;   Guiseppe  Munda,  Italy;    Ahmad   Waheed  Ed  Din  Helmy,   Egypt 


as  the  Atlantic  Pact  or  British 
socialism  would  last  for  over  an 
hour  until  the  dishwashing  crew 
demanded  the  dirty  dishes. 

W.  W.  Peters,  head  of  Austrian 
Brethren  Service,  and  M.  R.  Zigler, 
who  directs  Brethren  European 
work,  were  guests  at  the  final  ban- 
quet on  Aug.  18.  Both  spoke  brief- 
ly. Zigler's  challenge  was  that  every 
individual  in  the  seminar  must 
return  to  his  home  a  changed  person 
— that  he  must  take  his  strengthened 
convictions  and  nev/ly  found  con- 
cepts and  broader  understandings 
back  to  the  home  community,  there 
to  work  for  peace. 

Two  Suggestions 

Those  who  would  like  copies  of 
the  Vienna  peace  institute's  report, 
The  Role  of  the  Peacemaker  in  the 
Modern  World,  may  secure  mimeo- 
graphed copies  from  the  Brethren 
Service  Commission. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  next 
summer's  Brethren  work  camps  in 
Europe  should  begin  at  once  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission  about  opportunities  and 
plans.  Applications  should  be  in  by 
March  1,  1951. 


New  Study  Guide 

Tell  Me  What  You  Really  Think, 
a  study  guide  by  Julian  Griggs  on 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  and 
peacemaking,  is  now  off  the  press. 
Publication  has  been  due  for  some 
months  but  suffered  several  delays. 
The  author,  now  of  North  Manches- 
ter, Ind.,  worked  in  the  Brethren 
Service  office  for  several  years  as 
assistant  in  peace  education.  He 
began  work  on  this  guide  before  he 
left  that  position. 

The  guide  is  divided  into  two 
major  parts.  The  first  deals  with 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service.  Argu- 
ments for  and  against  the  program 
are  frankly  presented,  often  in 
amusing   dialogue  form. 

The  second  part,  under  the  title, 
Peacemaking  ■ — ■  With  or  Without 
Guns,  presents  arguments  pro  and 
con  on  pacifism.  A  unique  feature 
consists  of  quotations  on  the  two 
sides  of  the  question  arranged  in 
parallel  columns. 

Throughout  both  parts,  intermin- 
gled with  the  material  on  the  above 
topics,  are  suggestions  for  success- 
ful discussion  procedures. 


This  is  the  first  of  a  new  series  of 
Brethren  Service  study  guides.  An 
earlier  series  included  four  book- 
lets: The  Christian's  Stewardship 
in  Politics,  A  Peaceful  World  — 
Dream  or  Necessity,  The  Christian 
Looks  at  Race  Distinctions,  and  Eco- 
nomic Life  and  Christian  Living. 
These  guides,  including  the  new  one, 
are  25c  per  copy  or  20c  each  in 
quantities  of  five  or  more.  The 
quantity  rate  also  applies  to  any 
combination  of  titles.  Thus,  one 
copy  each  of  the  five  titles  can  be 
secured  for  $1.00. 

Any  Feed  Sacks? 

Our  Puerto  Rico  academy  has  a 
sewing  course  for  girls.  Gifts  of 
printed  feed  sacks  for  dress  materi- 
al are  welcome.  Send  by  parcel  post 
in  care  of  the  principal,  John  D. 
Metzler,  Jr.,  Brethren  Service  Proj- 
ect, Castafier,  P.  R. 

NOTE  ...  We  still  need  a  doctor 
and  nurses  in  Puerto  Rico.  Write 
Brethren   Service   office   for  details. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


THE  visit  of  a  missionary  to  your 
church  can  be  a  thrilling  expe- 
rience for  everyone.  He  can 
bring  you  from  firsthand,  personal 
contact  a  new  understanding  of 
other  peoples.  There  is  no  one  more 
able  to  bring  you  a  knowledge  of 
the  spiritual,  physical  or  social 
needs  of  other  peoples  of  the  world 


Achievement   Offering,   or   at   other 
times.    Let  your  wants   be   known, 
and  a  real  challenge  will  be  in  store 
for  your  church. 
Preparation  for  the  visit 

When  you  know  which  mission- 
ary is  coming  and  the  exact  date, 
get  your  missionary  committee  to 
work.  If  there  is  no  such  committee, 


When   a  Missionary 

Visits  Your  Church 


Wendell  P.  Flory 

Missionary  Candidate  Secretary 


than  one  of  our  missionaries. 

The  visit  of  a  missionary  can  be 
much  more  helpful  and  effective  if 
the  church  will  make  certain  plans 
and  preparations  for  his  coming. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  following 
suggestions  may  be  helpful  to  you. 

How  to  invite  a  missionary 

If  your  local  church  supports  a 
missionary  who  is  home  on  fur- 
lough, write  to  him  directly,  invit- 
ing him  to  spend  some  time  in  your 
church.  The  missionary  will  surely 
want  to  renew  friendships  with 
your  church  folks  each  time  he  is 
home  on  furlough.  If  you  do  not 
know  a  missionary,  write  to  the 
office  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
mission in  Elgin,  111.  Your  regional 
office  may  also  be  able  to  help  you, 
since  many  times  missionaries  are 
scheduled  through  that  office.  Give 
approximate  time  and  which  field 
and  missionaries  you  would  prefer. 
Be  patient  if  the  office  cannot 
produce  a  missionary  immediately. 
If  you  are  a  small  church  and 
cannot  afford  the  full  expense  of 
bringing  a  missionary  to  your 
church  alone,  get  your  district  board 
to  sponsor  a  missionary  tour  of  a 
number  of  churches  in  your  district. 
Missionaries  may  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  yearly  school  of 
missions,  the  Christmas  offering,  the 


appoint  one  for  this  occasion.  Plan 
to  use  well  the  day  or  two  that  the 
missionary  will  be  with  you.  Many 
churches  just  have  one  half-hour 
speech  and  then  allow  the  mission- 
ary to  go  his  way  thus  wasting 
a  tremendous  chance  for  more 
inspiration  for  the  church. 

You  will  want  to  plan  the  day 
carefully,  and  let  the  missionary 
know  exactly  what  is  expected  from 
him.  If  he  comes  on  a  week  day, 
the  grade  school  and  high  school 
would  no  doubt  appreciate  lectures. 
The  Kiwanis,  Rotary,  Chamber  of 
Commerce,    or  Woman's   Club   may 


Bro.  I.  M.  Blough,  retired  mission- 
ary to  India,  chats  with  a  student 
on  a  Brethren  college  campus 
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be  meeting  and  would  welcome  a 
speaker.  The  women's  work  groups, 
missionary  society  and  ladies'  aid 
of  the  church  could  well  plan  a 
two-hour  afternoon  session  with  the 
missionary.  If  he  comes  on  Sunday, 
do  not  forget  the  children  in  Sunday 
school  and  the  youth  meeting  at 
night.  At  least  one  mass  meeting 
will  need  to  be  planned,  either  on 
a  week  night  or  Sunday  morning  or 
night.  A  meeting  should  be  held 
with  the  church  cabinet  and  finance 
committee,  to  discuss  with  the  mis- 
sionary church  organization  and 
procedure  on  the  mission  field,  as 
well  as  the  use  of  funds  and  the 
great  need  for  more  support  of  the 
Christian  work  around  the  world. 
This  type  of  informal  meeting  can 
do  much  to  inspire  local  church 
workers  to  support  further  the 
whole  program  of  the  church. 

A  fellowship  supper  at  the  church, 
affording  all  members  an  informal 
chance  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  missionary,  would  be  good.  The 
missionary  might  be  carrying  some 
slides  or  films  which  could  be  shown 
at  the  supper  or  at  a  special  meeting 
for  the  purpose.  Perhaps  two  days 
ought  to  be  used  in  this  visit  to 
fit  into  the  schedule  all  of  the 
meetings  that  you  want  to  hold. 

Get  the  correct  name,  date,  coun- 
try and  type  of  work  of  the  mission- 
ary and  begin  publicizing  it  at  least 
six  weeks  in  advance.  Prepare 
posters  for  local  store  windows. 
Send  out  penny  post  cards.  Put  an 
announcement  in  the  church  bulle- 
tin every  Sunday.  Send  several 
news  stories  to  the  local  newspaper. 
Let  the  whole  town  know  your  mis- 
sionary is  coming. 

Alert  your  finance  committee  so 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to  care 
for  all  expenses  of  the  missionary 
on  his  visit.  There  is  no  money  in 
the  Foreign  Mission  Commission 
budget  for  church  deputation,  so 
that  each  church  visited  must 
assume  its  share  of  the  costs  of  mis- 
sionary travel  from  church  to 
church.  Be  prepared  to  accept  the 
costs;  do  not  embarrass  the  mis- 
sionary by  forcing  him  to  raise 
the  subject.  A  missionary  is  not 
allowed  to  accept  funds  for  his  per- 
sonal use,  but  he  does  expect  to 
have  all  travel  expenses  paid. 
Assist  him  in  this  matter.  In  addi- 
tion to  costs,  you  may  want  to  take 
an  offering  to  be  sent  directly  to 
the  General  Brotherhood  Board. 

On  the  day 

Someone  should  meet  the  mis- 
sionary when  he  arrives.  Make  him 
welcome.  A  missionary's  whole 
atttitude  can  be  changed  because  a 


LOOKING  AHEAD  ...  to  February 

Brotherhood  Emphasis   Month  of  February 

Ash  Wednesday  (beginning  of  Lent)    Feb.  7 

World  Day  of  Prayer   Feb.  9 

Race  Relations  Sunday  Feb.  1 1 

Commitment  Day  (for  total  abstinence)    Feb.  11 

Brotherhood  Week   Feb.   11-17 

Christian   Education — Bethany   Seminary   Offering    Feb.  18 

Activities  and  Plans 

Youth  Program  Topic:  Christ  in  the  Fine  Arts.  See  Feb.  11  issue  of 
Horizons. 

February  is  a  favorite  month  for  emphasis  on  interracial  brotherhood. 
A  day,  a  week,  or  the  whole  month  may  be  devoted  to  it.  This  is 
a  good  time  for  a  School  of  Race  Relations  on  Sunday  evenings. 

With  the  beginning  of  Lent  plans  should  already  have  been  laid  for 
effective  evangelism,  including  training  in  personal  lay  evangelism, 
recruiting  and  training  of  church  membership  classes  and  evangelistic 
preaching,  climaxing  at  Easter,  March  25. 

The  first  Sunday  in  Lent  has  been  set  aside  as  our  Commitment  Day.  Every 
church  should  consider  a  series  of  studies  on  Right  Ways  of  Living 
with  an  emphasis  on  total  abstinence  as  part  of  total  commitment  to 
Christ.  Use  one  of  the  attractive  new  Commitment  Day  posters,  to  be 
mailed  to  each  pastor.  It  is  an  expensive  poster,  but  it  can  do  double 
duty  if  it  is  put  away  for  use  again  next  year. 

A  serious  play  prepared  by  the  youth  group  could  be  a  helpful  part  of  the 
pre-Easter  services. 


church  shows  it  cares  for  him. 
Think  of  his  health.  Have  a  con- 
venient room  ready  for  him  to  use 
for  rest  and  sleep.  Traveling  is  tire- 
some. If  the  day  has  been 
well  planned  and  the  missionary 
informed  of  his  day's  schedule,  his 
visit  with  you  should  proceed  with- 
out trouble.  It  would  be  profitable 
to  have  a  layman  or  two,  in  addition 
to  the  pastor,  accompany  the  mis- 
sionary for  the  duration  of  his  stay 
in  the  congregation. 

As  he  leaves 

Show  thoughtfulness  when  the 
missionary  leaves.  Show  him  that 
you  appreciate  his  visit.  Perhaps 
several  of  the  young  people  would 
like  to  accompany  him  to  the  station 
to  bid  farewell.  Some  small  gift 
might  be  in  place.  Flowers,  if  the 
missionary  is  a  woman;  candy  for 
the  children  at  home,  if  a  man;  or  a 
book  or  other  small  token  of  appre- 
ciation could  well  express  your 
sentiments.  After  the  missionary  is 
gone  you  will  certainly  want  to 
write  and  thank  him  for  his  services 
to  your  church.  The  missionary  is 
the  servant  of  the  church  at  large. 
His  visit  can  be  a  red-letter  day  in 
the  history  of  your  church. 


Your  Church  Paper 
and  You 

One  pastor  said  recently,  "I  find 
that  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  one 
of  the  best  promoters  of  our  local 
church   program." 

And  so,  when  a  new  family  comes 
into  the  community  who  should 
become  active  members  of  the 
fellowship,  this  church  makes  it  a 
point  to  see  that  they  receive  the 
Gospel  Messenger  in  their  home. 

Of  course,  just  getting  the  church 
paper  into  the  home  is  not  enough. 
A  tougher  assignment  is  to  stimu- 
late enough  interest  in  it  so  that  the 
family  will  receive  it  gladly  and 
read  it  regularly.  A  congregation  in 
a  sister  denomination  reports  a 
unique  "Church  Paper  Day"  pro- 
gram. A  short  drama  was  staged,  in 
which  the  importance  of  the  paper 
as  a  link  between  the  church  and 
the  home  was  lifted  up.  The 
conversation  pointed  out  the  great 
variety  of  articles  and  information 
of  importance,  and  showed  how  the 
paper  really  does  relate  to  life. 

It  sounds  like  a   good   idea. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 


Edited  by  Aneiia  C.  Mow 


More  and  more  people  of  China,  Africa 
and  India  are  losing  faith  in  their  gods 
of  wood  and  stone  like  those  pictured  to 
the  right.  Would  you  bring  home  workers 
or  fail  to  replace  retired  missionaries  now 
when  the  opportunities  for  proclaiming  the 
true  God  are  greater  than  ever? 

Mission  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
while  healing  bodies  tell  the  patients 
about  Jesus  and  his  way  of  life.  The  work 
of  the  doctors  and  nurses  opens  the  way 
for  the  evangelist.  Would  you  close  the 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  because  funds 
are  not  available  for  all  the   work? 

If  the  Christian  church  is  to  grow  and 
remain  strong  in  Africa  the  African  Chris- 
tians must  be  trained  to  teach  and  to 
preach.  Would  you  make  the  cut  in  the 
training  schools? 

Below  left:  Susan  Shull  giving  medicine 
to  schoolgirls;  right:  the  pastor  of  the 
Garkida  church. 


Would  You  Cut  These? 
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If  You  Did  the  Cutting 

Leland  S.  Brubaker 
Secretary,  Foreign  Mission  Commission 

THIS  does  not  refer  to  pruning  your  shrubbery  or  to  the  work  of 
your  surgeon.    It  is  a  process  even  more  painful  than  the  latter.   It 
refers  to  cutting  the  Brotherhood  Fund  down  to  an  easily  achieved 
goal  for  the  church. 

WHERE  WOULD  YOU  BEGIN?  Well,  let's  see.  Certainly  we  would 
not  cut  the  Home  Mission  budget.  To  do  so  would  mean  closing 
churches  and  limiting  the  program  in  many  places.  We  need  a  strong 
home  base.  Should  we  reduce  our  Christian  educational  work?  No, 
we  must  train  our  youth.  Should  we  cut  down  on  what  we  spend  for 
foreign  missions?  Is  too  much  money  sent  abroad?  But  people  in  our 
mission  areas  need  Christ  for  spiritual  understanding,  for  hope  and  for 
peace.  Since  parts  of  our  world  have  always  lacked  the  essentials  of 
living,  we  cannot  cut  down  on  our  Brethren  Service  relief  work.  Our 
world  is  a  neighborhood.  We  must  make  it  a  brotherhood.  But  where 
shall  we  cut?    Where  CAN  we  cut? 

LET'S  BEGIN  WITH  OURSELVES.  Average  per  capita  giving  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  all  purposes  reported  by  the  churches 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1949,  is  $28.56.  We  are  twelfth  from  the 
bottom  of  a  list  of  fifty-two  denominations  in  the  amount  of  our  per 
capita  giving  to  our  church  program.  Let's  cut  on  what  we  spend  on 
ourselves  and  increase  what  we  give  to  our  church.  If  we  gave  $10.00 
more  per  capita  in  our  church  we  could  do  marvelous  things  for  our 
local,  district,  regional  and  national  programs.  Even  $5.00  more  would 
mean  almost  a  million  additional  dollars  in  our  total  church  giving. 
Let's  cut  out  some  of  our  own  personal  expenditures  and  have  more 
money  to  support  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  If  YOU  did  the  cutting, 
where  would  YOU  begin? 


Gana's  Ambition 
Clara  Harper 

Marama,  Northern  Nigeria,  West  Africa 

GANA  is  the  youngest  child  in 
her  mother's  house.  Since  her 
father  has  three  other  wives, 
there  are  many  children  in  the  com- 
pound. Gana's  mother  is  almost 
blind.  The  little  girl  Gana  begged 
to  go  to  the  Christian  classes  in 
the  village  and  finally  she  gained 
her  point.  Soon  she  learned  to  read 
and  write  and  she  was  able  to  enter 
the  elementary  school.  She  attended 
school  for  about  six  months. 

Now  Gana  wants  more  schooling 
but  the  mother  says  she  must  stay 
at  home  to  do  the  housework  and 
hoe  the  fields  of  the  farm.  At  pres- 
ent she  sees  no  way  to  go  to  school 
and  her  heart  aches  when  she  sees 
others  going  on  and  leaving  her 
behind. 

We  hope  she  will  follow  the  light 
she  has  already  received  and  will 
trust  fully  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
We  pray  that  the  way  will  be  found 
for  her  to  do  more  school  work,  that 
a  bigger  and  fuller  life  may  open  up 
for  her. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


THE  Manheim  house  of  the  White 
Oak  congregation,  one  of  our 
large  churches  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, officially  dedicated  its  new 
large  brick  church  on  Nov.  22,  1949, 
with  appropriate  services.  Ministers 
taking  part  in  the  dedicatory  service 
were  Bro.  Abram  A.  Price  of  Har- 
leysville,  Pa.;  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm 
of  Nokesville,  Va.;  Bro.  David  G. 
Gibble  of  Mastersonville,  Pa.;  and 
Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Peters- 
burg, Pa. 

The  entirely  new  edifice  was  con- 
structed during  the  summer  of  1949 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $68,000. 
The  seating  capacity  of  the  church 
is  upward  of  one  thousand  people 
with  an  auxiliary  balcony  seating 
more  than  one  hundred  people. 

The  dimensions  of  the  church 
building  are  about  60  feet  by  100 
feet  with  a  full  basement  in  which 
there  are  nine  Sunday-school  rooms, 
kitchen,  and  a  large  sewing  circle 
room.  In  addition  to  the  large  audi- 
torium on  the  first  floor,  there  are 
several  auxiliary  rooms.  The  church 
is  located  on  a  large  lot  with  a  wide 
area  for  parking  space  for  cars. 

This  large,  commodious  church  is 
located  on  Linden  Street  in  Man- 
heim. 


New  Manheim 

Church  House 
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Thinking  About  the  News 

The  Pope  Proclaims  a  Dogma 

HUNDREDS  of  thousands  of  loyal  Roman  Catholics,  many  of  them  on  a 
Holy  Year  pilgrimage  to  the  Vatican,  crowded  into  St.  Peter's  square 
in  Rome  on  Nov.  1  to  hear  Pope  Pius  XII  proclaim  a  new  dogma.  The 
papal  proclamation  requires  all  Roman  Catholics  to  believe  a  traditional 
doctrine  that  the  Virgin  Mary's  body  was  taken  after  death  into  heaven 
and  there  reunited  with  her  soul.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  pomp  and  cere- 
mony the  Roman  church  is  capable  of  displaying,  the  pope  read  the  Bull, 
which  stated  the  dogma  of  the  Assumption  of  Mary. 

Catholic  theologians  claim  that  the  belief  in  the  assumption  of  Mary 
is  an  ancient  one  based  upon  early  traditions  rather  than  upon  Biblical 
records.  Now  that  the  belief  has  been  announced  as  an  official  church 
dogma,  it  will  be  regarded  as  divine  revelation.  Anyone  who  denies  it  cuts 
himself  off  from  the  Roman  church.  Pope  Pius  is  the  second  pope  in  the 
church's  history  to  make  such  a  pronouncement.  Other  dogmas  have  been 
decided  by  general  church  councils. 

To  Protestant  Christians  the  very  idea  of  a  dogmatic  assertion  of  what 
to  believe,  especially  on  the  claim  of  one  man  to  speak  infallibly,  presents 
difficult  problems.  A  church  like  ours,  which  insists  on  no  creed  but  the 
New  Testament,  finds  it  hard  even  to  understand  how  thousands  of  sincere 
Catholics  can  turn  over  all  responsibility  for  guidance  in  faith  to  one  man. 
Even  in  regard  to  the  central  convictions  of  our  own  Brotherhood,  we  re- 
spect the  right  of  individuals  to  differ  with  us.  And  we  find  it  not  only 
possible  but  also  fruitful  to  maintain  fellowship  with  Christians  whose 
private  interpretations  of  Christian  beliefs  differ  from  ours. 

It  will  seem  to  most  Protestants  that  the  Roman  church  has,  instead  of 
proclaiming  new  insights,  actually  closed  the  door  on  progress  toward 
deeper  understanding  of  Christ's  will  for  his  church.  And  they  have  made 
more  difficult  than  ever  the  task  of  reunion  among  the  many  branches  of 
that  church.  The  Roman  church  seems  to  have  strengthened  its  authority 
as  an  institution  (when  its  head  proclaims  from  a  regal  throne  the  beliefs 
its  subjects  should  hold)  but  in  so  doing  it  moves  even  further  away  from 
the  real  Mary  of  Nazareth,  who  made  no  claims  to  divinity,  and  from  the 
humble  Jesus,  who  was  the  servant  of  all. 


Around  the  World 

Plan  Bible  Film  Series 
for  Television 

Plans  for  a  series  of  Bible  films 
for  television  use  were  announced 
by  Rev.  Louis  H.  Evans,  pastor  of 
the  Hollywood  Presbyterian  church. 
Production  of  the  films  will  be 
financed  by  the  Alexander  Robert 
Currie  broadcasting  fund,  which 
was  established  by  Mr.  Currie  to 
spread  Christianity  through  radio  or 
television. 

Adele  Seymour,  author  of  the 
Light  of  the  World  radio  series,  has 
completed  the  scripts  for  the  first 
three  pictures  which  will  deal  with 
the  life  of  Abraham.  Each  film  will 
be  twenty-six  minutes  long. 

Adventists  Increase  Giving 
to  Church 

Despite  the  increased  cost  of  liv- 
ing and  general  inflation,  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists  have  increased  tithes 
and  missions  offerings  4.5  per  cent, 
according  to  C.  L.  Torrey,  treasurer 
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of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Seventh-Day  Adventist  Church. 
Delegates  at  executive  sessions  of 
the  conference  here  were  told  that 
church  members  in  1949  contributed 
$37,135,806,  an  increase  of  more  than 
$1,600,000  over  1948  gifts.  Requests 
for  money  for  overseas  work  and 
special  church  projects  for  1951 
already  total  more  than  $15,000,000, 
Mr.  Torrey  said. 

Christian    Leaders    Call    on    the 
Church  to  Break  With  War 

The  Church  Peace  Mission  an- 
nounces that  Pastor  Martin  Nie- 
moeller,  opponent  of  Hitler,  who 
spent  eight  years  in  a  Nazi  concen- 
tration camp;  Dr.  Michio  Kozaki  of 
Tokyo,  opponent  of  the  former  Jap- 
anese war  lords  and  moderator  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Ja- 
pan; Canon  Charles  E.  Raven,  chap- 
lain to  the  king  and  regius  professor 
of  divinity  at  Cambridge  University, 
England;  and  Professor  G.  J.  Heer- 
ing  of  the  University  of  Leyden, 
Holland,  have  joined  with  scores  of 


leading  Christian  churchmen  in  this 
country  and  abroad  in  an  appeal 
"to  the  Church  of  Christ  throughout 
the  world  to  break  with  war  —  to 
repent  of  warmaking  now"  and  to 
individual  Christians  "to  refuse  to 
make  or  to  use  weapons  of  war  and 
to  devote  their  energies  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  social,  economic  and 
moral  causes  of  depression,  dictator- 
ship and  war." 

Scripture  Distribution  in  Japan 

Rev.  Victor  B.  Beattie,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  Ocean  City,  N.  J.,  Baptist 
church,  left  the  States  in  October 
for  two  months  in  Japan.  He  is  the 
most  recent  of  American  pastors 
and  evangelists  invited  by  the  Pock- 
et Testament  League  of  New  York 
to  have  a  part  in  the  league's 
nation-wide  campaign  of  evangeli- 
zation and  Scripture  distribution  in 
Japan. 

The  project  to  place  ten  million 
copies  of  the  Gospels  and  the  New 
Testament  in  the  hands  of  the  Japa- 
nese is  ahead  of  schedule.  To  date, 
five  million  Gospels  and  Testaments 
have  been  given  out. 

Kagawa  Finds  Christianization 
Proceeding  Slowly 

Christianization  of  Japan  is  pro- 
ceeding at  a  much  slower  rate  than 
most  Americans  realize,  Dr.  Toyo- 
hiko  Kagawa  declared.  The  Japa- 
nese evangelist  said  that  at  the 
present  time  there  are  only  500,000 
Christians  in  a  population  of  83,000,- 
000  people.  This  compares  with 
460,000  before  the  war. 

As  factors  contributing  to  this 
situation  he  cited  the  lack  of  Japa- 
nese pastors,  the  small  number  of 
Christian  missionaries,  the  scarcity 
of  churches  in  rural  areas,  and  the 
small  supply  of  Christian  literature. 

Dr.  Kagawa  said  that  he  agrees 
with  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  noted 
evangelist,  that  Japan  is  the  most 
fertile  field  for  Christian  conversion 
in  the  world  today. 

An  International  Study  of  the 
Meaning  of  Work  Being  Made 

Thirty  representatives  of  labor, 
management  and  the  church  are 
starting  on  the  American  participa- 
tion in  a  three -year  international 
study  on  the  meaning  of  work.  The 
study  department  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  is  conducting 
the  project. 

Dr.  John  Oliver  Nelson  of  Yale 
Divinity  School,  who  heads  the 
American  work  commission,  de- 
clared that  "unless  Christianity 
finds  how  to  interpret  modern  job 
life  as  constructive  service  to  God, 
it  will  fail  to  reach  the  deepest  need 


of  today's  working  people."  It  was 
further  pointed  out  that  church  peo- 
ple are  "woefully  ill-informed"  on 
what  the  Bible  and  Christian  tradi- 
tion have  to  say  about  work  as  a 
vocation. 

Two  subcommittees  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  American  work  com- 
mission: one  made  up  of  Biblical 
scholars  who  will  draw  together  the 
various  and  sometimes  conflicting 
ideas  about  work  found  in  the  Bible 
and  early  Christian  teaching;  the 
other  made  up  of  labor  leaders, 
management,  and  academic  men 
who  will  study  the  "nature  and 
problems  of  daily  work  in  this 
industrial  age."  The  second  group 
will  also  deal  with  the  problem  of 
how  people  use  their  leisure  time. 

Friendship  Food  Ship  Dedicated 

On  United  Nations  Day  CROP'S 
friendship  food  ship  was  dedicated 
to  the  relief  of  need  overseas.  The 
cargo  of  food  aboard  symbolized  the 
anticipated  total  of  1,350  railway 
freight  carloads  of  farm  commodi- 
ties to  be  contributed  by  farmers 
from  the  1950  harvest. 

The  food  ship  is  bound  for  Bre- 
men, Germany.  There  its  cargo  of 
wheat,  soybeans,  rice,  corn,  syrup, 
honey,  lard  and  dried  eggs  and  pow- 
dered milk  furnished  from  the 
government  surplus  stocks  by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  will 
be  distributed  to  those  in  need 
regardless  of  race  or  creed. 

Colorful  and  inspiring  exercises 
marked  the  sailing  of  the  food  ship 
from  the  wharf  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 
Groups  of  children  in  the  costumes 
of  their  parent  lands  brightened  the 
scene,  and  a  talk  by  Dr.  Raymond 
Miller,  consultant  of  the  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  of  the 
United  Nations,  emphasized  the 
practical  Christianity  of  sending 
food.  "Man  does  not  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  a  combination  of 
bread  and  the  divine  Spirit,"  he 
said.   (Crop  release) 

Court  Upholds  Conviction  of 
Quaker 

Conviction  of  a  nineteen-year-old 
Kansas  Quaker  for  refusing  to  regis- 
ter for  the  draft  was  upheld  in  a 
ruling  by  the  U.S.  Tenth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals.  The  court  said 
that  the  First  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  does  not  give  a  citizen 
the  right  to  refuse  to  register 
because  of  religious  beliefs. 

The  ruling  was  given  in  an  appeal 
filed  by  attorneys  for  Robert 
Michener  of  Ellis  County,  Kansas. 
Michener  was  sentenced  to  a  year 
and  a  day  in  prison  by  a  district 
judge  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  last  fall 


for  refusing  to  register.  The  Quaker 
youth  told  Selective  Service  officials 
it  was  against  his  Christian  beliefs 
to  register. 

"Congress  may  grant  or  withhold 
exemption,"  the  circuit  court  judges 
stated,  "on  the  ground  of  religious 
belief  or  on  other  grounds  as  in  its 
wisdom  it  sees  fit.  But  no  right  of 
such  exemption  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution." 

China's  New  Marriage  Laws 
Bring  Vast  Reforms 

Free  love,  according  to  the  new 
marriage  laws,  means  freedom  for 
men  and  women  to  marry  one's  own 
choice,  without  any  compulsion  by 
either  side  or  by  any  third  party. 
This  does  away  with  the  parent- 
made  matches  prevalent  in  old 
China. 

Concubinage  is  also  abolished  and 
monogamy  enforced  by  the  rule, 
"one  husband,  one  wife."  Equality 
of  the  sexes  is  established  by  such 
regulations  as  these:  "Man  and  wife 
each  has  freedom  to  choose  his  own 
profession,  engage  in  work  or  in 
social  movements.  Man  and  wife 
have  equal  rights  in  the  home  to 
own  or  handle  property.  Man  and 
wife  each  has  a  right  to  his  own 
name  and  surname.  Man  and 
woman  have  the  mutual  right  each 
to  inherit  the  other's  property." 

China's  serious  problem  of  over- 
population has  at  last  been  attacked 
by  at  least  one  constructive,  sensi- 
ble measure.  The  minimum  age  for 
marriage  is  twenty-one  for  men  and 


nineteen  for  women.  This  will  do 
away  with  the  bearing  of  children 
in  their  teens  by  child  wives. 

Notable  provision  is  made  for  the 
raising,  education  and  protection  of 
children.  Article  13  says:  "Parents 
have  the  duty  towards  their 
children  of  helping,  rearing  and  ed- 
ucating them.  Children  are  in  duty 
bound  to  support  and  help  their 
parents.  Neither  may  abandon  or 
maltreat  the  other.  Drowning  of 
infants  or  other  similar  criminal 
acts   are  strictly   forbidden." 

Illegitimate  children  also  have 
their  rights.  According  to  Article 
15,  "Children  born  out  of  wedlock 
have  the  same  rights  as  those  born 
in  wedlock.  No  one  may  injure 
them  or  belittle  them.  If  the  mother 
or  any  other  person  can  prove  any 
man  the  father  of  the  child  born 
out  of  wedlock,  the  father  should 
bear  all,  or  part,  of  the  cost  of 
rearing  and  educating  his  child  up 
to  the  age  of  nineteen.  If  the  mother 
be  willing,  the  father  may  take  the 
child  with  him  for  its  rearing." 

Article  16  has  an  interesting  pro- 
vision: "A  man  or  wife,  in  the  care 
of  their  children,  may  not  ill-treat 
or  belittle  the  children  of  the  other 
who  are  born  of  a  previous 
marriage." 

In  case  of  divorce,  neither  parent 
may  neglect  the  responsibility  for 
the  rearing  and  education  of  the 
children,  for  which  detailed  provi- 
sions are  made. 

As  to  the  married  couple,  "It  is 
the  duty  of  man  and  wife  to  love, 


A  Crucial  Issue  in  the  Korean  War 


A  breath-taking  gamble  was  risked 
when  UN  forces  were  sent  all  the 
way  to  the  Manchurian  border. 
Everybody  in  his  senses  wanted  to 
keep  the  Chinese  Communists  from 
entering  the  war,  but  instead  of 
doing  what  might  have  been  done 
to  immobilize  China,  there  was  un- 
necessary provocation.  The  crucial 
issue  for  the  Chinese  was  the  vast 
hydroelectric  plant  on  the  Korean 
side  of  the  Yalu  River.  Through  a 
pact  between  North  Korea  and 
China,  much  of  the  current  from 
this  plant  has  been  used  for  Man- 
churian industry. 

If  lost  to  China,  this  flow  of  power 
would  no  longer  build  up  the  broken 
industries  counted  on  by  China  for 
postwar  reconstruction,  and  the  Red 
regime  might  dangerously  lose  face 
with  its  people.  If  it  was  prepared 
to  fight  for  anything,  it  would  de- 
fend the  plant  and  the  perpetuation 
of  the  treaty.  The  UN  command, 
however,     instead     of     announcing 


when  it  crossed  the  38th  parallel 
that  the  plant  would  be  respected, 
apparently  gave  orders  to  drive 
straight  for  it,  as  an  outright  "dare" 
to  the  Chinese.  Radio  commentators 
went  so  far  as  to  hail  the  plant  as 
"a  great  prize."  Thus  American  and 
other  boys  were  submitted  to  un- 
necessary risk  of  life,  and  China 
tempted  to  fight. 

It  is  ironical  that  the  Chinese 
Communists  so  urgently  need  that 
electric  power  because  the  Russians 
stripped  the  plant  of  its  best  ma- 
chinery, along  with  the  plant  at 
Hsiaofengmen,  farther  north,  into 
which  its  output  was  tied.  For  a  lib- 
erated Korea,  however,  the  agree- 
ment with  China  was  important, 
and  remains  a  critical  issue;  in  re- 
turn for  the  electricity,  the  Chinese 
sent  vital  grains,  which  will  be  des- 
perately required  in  the  period  of 
Korean  rehabilitation. 
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honor,  help  and  care  for  each  other, 
to  live  in  harmony,  to  work  and 
produce  together,  to  bring  up  their 
sons  and  daughters  and  to  strive 
together  for  the  welfare  of  the  home 
and  the  construction  of  the  new 
society." 

In  all  these  respects,  the  new  mar- 
riage laws  denote  a  significant  ad- 
vance over  Chinese  customs  of  the 
past.  —  W.  H.  Hubbard  (Worldover 
Press). 

Anniversaries 

and  Weddings 

Fiftieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  S.  Ruble  of  Moga- 
dore,  Ohio,  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversary  on  Sunday,  Oct.  8,  1950, 
with  open  house  at  the  Springfield  church. 
A  dinner  was  served  in  their  honor  by 
their  children.  The  couple  received  many 
lovely  flowers,  gifts  and  cards  from 
friends  and  relatives. 

The  couple  were  married  in  Kent,  Ohio, 
Oct.  7,  1900.  Bro.  Ruble  is  seventy-four 
years  of  age  and  Sister  Ruble  is  sixty-nine 
years  of  age.  They  have  six  daughters: 
Marian  Shearer,  Ellen  Saxe,  Clara  Good- 
hart,  Hanna  Domer,  Emily  Lutz  and  Made- 
line Bissler.  They  also  have  fourteen 
grandchildren  and  twelve  great-grand- 
children.— Mrs.  Mary  Cordier,  Mogadore, 
Ohio. 

Sixtieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  L.  p.  and  Mrs.  Anna  F.  Bosserman 
of  Riverside,  Calif.,  celebrated  their  six- 
tieth wedding  aniversary  on  Oct.  30.  They 
were  married  in  1890  at  Sister  Bosserman's 
mother's  home.  In  1895  they  were  called 
to  serve  in  the  ministry.  They  had  an 
only  son,  who  was  called  home  in  March 
1912.  Having  served  various  churches  as 
pastor  and  wife  for  fifty-five  years,  the 
Bossermans  are  still  active  in  the  Master's 
cause  and  expect  to  continue  in  the  service 
of  their  Lord. — L.  D.  Bosserman,  Riverside, 
Calif. 

Dunahee-Ford.— Oscar  Dunahee  and  Ar- 
dis  E.  Ford,  both  of  Menomonie,  Wis.,  Aug. 
15,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
Howard  Peden,  Menomonie,  Wis. 

Heaion-Johnsion. — Henry  R.  Heaton  of 
Brooks,  Iowa,  and  Doris  D.  Johnston  of 
Bridgewater,  Iowa,  in  the  Mt.  Etna  church, 
Oct.  22,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Oliver 
L.  Davison,  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa. 

Hebb-Pulerbaugh.  —  Duane  Hebb  and 
Grace  Puterbaugh,  Aug.  12,  1950,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Perry  Huffaker,  West  Milton, 
Ohio. 

Hess-Shank.— S.  L.  Hess,  II,  and  Lois  C. 
Shank,  Oct.  8,  1950,  in  the  United  Brethren 
church,  Mt.  Clinton,  Va.,  by  the  under- 
signed.—M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Kalb-Fry.— Marland  E.  Kalb  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  and  Doris  J.  Fry  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
June  11,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Akron, 
by  the  undersigned. — Ivan  L.  Fry,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Kaser-Beam. — Albert  Kaser  and  Naomi 
Beam,  both  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  in  the 
First  church,  Glendale,  Oct.  11,  1950,  by 
the  undersigned.— Van  B.  Wright,  Glen- 
dale, Calif. 

Kenney-Bard. — James  Roy  Kenney  of 
Telford,  Pa.,  and  Kathryn  Janet  Bard  of 
Collegeville,  Pa.,  Oct.  21,  1950,  in  the 
Green  Tree  church  parsonage,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Ivan  Fetterman,  Oaks,  Pa. 

Kiser-Charlion. — Raymond  J.  Kiser  and 
Doris  Jean  Charlton,  June  18,  1950,  in  the 
Greenmount  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 
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Lancaster-Davis. — Sylvan  Lancaster  and 
Marian  Davis,  of  Frostburg,  Md.,  Oct.  7, 
1950,  in  the  Frostburg  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — O.  F.  Bowman,  Frostburg, 
Md. 

MarHn-Sleyer. — Howard  H.  Martin  and 
Virginia  Rae  Steyer,  both  of  Waterford, 
Calif.,  Sept.  29,  1950,  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  by  Rev.  C.  Wesley  Brown,  and 
the  undersigned. — Leo  H.  Miller,  Water- 
ford,  Calif. 

Mickle-Ripple. — T.  B.  Mickle  of  New 
Paris,  Pa.,  and  Ida  Ripple,  in  the  Rummel 
church,  Oct.  30,  1949,  by  Bro.  George 
Wright. — Mrs.  Warren  Hoover,  Windber, 
Pa. 

Miller-Grogg. — Arthur  Miller  and  Bar- 
bara Grogg,  both  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Aug. 
12,  1950,  in  the  Ft.  Wayne  church,  by  the 
undersigned.  —  Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

Miller-Harley.— Frank  W.  C.  Miller  and 
Brownie  G.  Harley,  both  of  Bridgewater, 
Va.,  in  the  Sangerville  church,  Va.,  Oct.  22, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  J.  Garber, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Oberholtzer-Wiimer.— Earl  S.  Oberholt- 
zer  and  Shirley  Ann  Witmer,  in  the 
Lititz  church,  Aug.  26,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Jacob  T.  Dick,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Ogline-Heirick.  —  William  Ogline  and 
Margie  Hetrick  of  Friedens,  Pa.,  Oct.  21, 
1950,  in  the  Frostburg  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — O.  F.  Bowman,  Frostburg, 
Md. 

Pelers-Dulro. — J.  A.  Peters  of  Hunting- 
ton, W.  Va.,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Dutro  of 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  in  the  bride's  home, 
Sept.  30,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — O.  D. 
Werking,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Puterbaugh- Cress. — Jack  Puterbaugh  and 
Nelda  Cress,  Aug.  18,  1950,  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  by  the  undersigned. 
—Perry  Huffaker,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Russell-Helsel. — Donald  L.  Russell  and 
Shirley  V.  Helsel,  both  of  Woodbury,  Pa., 
in  the  parsonage,  Nov.  1,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — Harper  M.  Snavely,  Wood- 
bury, Pa. 

Sheaffer-Goodling. — Norman  H.  Sheaffer 
of  Richfield,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  E.  Goodling  of 
Cocolamus,  Pa.,  in  the  Bunkertown  church, 
June  3,  1950,  by  the  undersigned.— Martin 
Scholten,  Bunkertown,  Pa. 

Shellman-Klinzman. — Harlan  Shellman 
and  Bonnie  Klinzman,  both  of  Lenox, 
Iowa,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  Bro.  Charles 
Colyn. — Nora  Colyn,  Lenox,  Iowa. 

Shumaker-Garlilz. — John  C.  Shumaker  of 
Boynton,  Pa.,  and  Alberta  J.  Garlitz  of 
Salisbury,  Pa.,  in  the  Salisbury  church, 
Aug.  25,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — A,  Jay 
Replogle,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

Thompson-Shifflet .  —  LeRoy  Thompson 
and  Rebecca  Shifflet,  Sept.  16,  1950,  in  the 
Greenmount  church,  by  the  undersigned.' 
— M.  J.  Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Wenger-Klick.— Earl  R.  Wenger  of  Rich- 
land, Pa.,  and  Erma  L.  Klick  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Oct.  14,  1950, 
by  the  undersigned. — Carl  W.  Zeigler, 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Wheizel-Raines.— Wiliam  Whetzel  and 
Wanda  Raines,  in  the  Singers  Glen  par- 
sonage, Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — M.  J. 
Craun,  Singers  Glen,  Va. 

Williams-Fi;alin.— Charles  S.  Williams  of 
Quinter,  Kansas,  and  Eva  Fralin  of  Sum- 
merfield,  Kansas,  in  the  Richland  Center 
parsonage,  Oct.  15,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Earl  E.  Jarboe,  Beattie,  Kansas. 

Wiizel-Arnold.— Kenneth  Witzel  of  Ash- 
ton,  111.,  and  Norene  Arnold  of  Oregon,  111., 
in  the  Lighthouse  Methodist  church,  Oct. 
14,  1950,  by  Bro.  F.  E.  Wingert,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Quenton  Prather. — Mrs.  Jay  E.  Miller, 
Franklin  Grove,  111. 

Wolfe-Clark. — Samuel  M.  Wolfe  and  Jean 
V.  Clark,  both  of  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  Nov. 
4,  1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. 
— Harry  G.  Fahnestock,  Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Wolfe- Young.— Ralph  S.  Wolfe  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  and  Gretka  Young  of  Abbey- 
ville,  S.  C,  in  the  bride's  home,  Sept.  9, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — M.  R.  Wolfe, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Zajic-Avise. — Ernest  A.  Zajic  and  Roene 
Evalene  Avise,  both  of  Imperial,  Nebr., 
Sept.  26,  1950,  in  the  Enders  church,  by 
the  undersigned. — Wilbur  R.  Hoover, 
Enders,  Nebr. 


Obituaries 


Callie  D.  Stone 

Callie  D.  Stone,  daughter  of  John  H.  and 
Martha  Vaughn  Dillon,  was  born  June  29, 
1882,  near  Bassett,  Va.,  and  died  June  18, 
1950.  In  1900  she 
was  baptized  into 
the  Mt.  Hermon 
Church  of  the 
Brethren.  In  1908 
she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ferd  H. 
Stone,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death 
in  1936.  Bro.  Stone 
was  also  a  member 
of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

Sister  Stone's  par- 
ents    were     among 
the  founders  of  the 
Mt.  Hermon  church. 
The  great  Christian 
faith  of  these  two  pioneers  is  perpetuated 
through  the  service  of  their  two  sons,  J. 
Benton  and  W.  Burton  Dillon. 

She  is  survived  by  three  daughters  and 
one  grandson,  Misses  Ethel  and  Ora  Stone, 
both  of  Bassett,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Donald  G. 
Heron  and  son,  Robert  Michael,  of  Altur- 
as,  Calif. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  church 
by  Brethren  Guy  Wampler,  Price  Bowman 
and  Posey  Nolen.  Interment  was  in  the 
church  cemetery. — Ruth  W.  Nolen,  Bassett, 
Va. 

Arford,  George  M.,  son  of  George  B.  and 
Roseanna  Diehl  Arford,  was  born  in 
Cambria  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  29,  1891,  and 
died  Sept.  23,  1950.  His  first  wife,  the 
former  Mary  Tate,  preceded  him  in  death. 
On  March  5,  1939,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  Potter,  who  survives  together  with 
eight  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  his  pastor,  the 
undersigned,  in  the  Upper  Claar  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— J.  Stanley  Earhart,  East  Freedom,  Pa. 

Armey,  Minerva,  daughter  of  Enoch  and 
Mary  Studebaker  Snell,  was  born  March 
5,  1872,  and  died  Sept.  6,  1950.  She  became 
a  member  of  the  Eel  River  church  in 
Middle  Indiana.  On  Dec.  24,  1904,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Anthony  Armey,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  four  children.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  four  children 
and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Fort  Wayne  church  by 
Bro.  L.  U.  Kreider,  assisted  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
cemetery  near  the  West  Manchester 
church,  Ind. — Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind. 

Barrett,  Ida,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  Landis  Thorn,  was  born  Dec.  10, 
1871,  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
Oct.  15,  1950.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years 
she  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior.  She- 
was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Barrett 
on  Nov.  7,  1901,  and  to  this  union  was: 
born  one  son.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  son,  three  grandchildren  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Bailey  mortuary  in  Huntington,  Ind., 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Lancaster  cemetery. — Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

Baidorf,  Alice,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Lavina  Wolf  and  widow  of  Wilson  Batdorf, 
died  Oct.  10,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the- 
Lebanon  church.  She  is  survived  by  four 
daughters,  four  sons,  twenty-one  grand- 
children, nineteen  great-grandchildren,  one- 
sister  and  five  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Lebanon  church  by  the 
undersigned,  her  pastor,  and  Elder  Irani 
Lentz,  her  Sunday-school  teacher.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Hamlin  cemetery. — Carl 
W.  Zeigler,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Bligan,  Charles  A.,  Sr.,  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1867,  and  died  July  7,  1950,  in  Schuylkill 
County,  Pa.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Emma,  one 
daughter,  two  sons,  sixteen  grandchildren 
and  seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Snyder  funeral 


home  in  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  by  Elder  H.  G. 
Fahnestock.  Burial  was  in  the  Big  Dam 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Arnold  Zechman,  Pine 
Grove,  Pa. 

Cassel,  Susan,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Sally  Bashore  Miller,  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  April  7,  1857,  and  died  Oct. 
7,  1950,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Adrian, 
Mich.  On  Feb.  11.  1877,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  John  H.  Cassel,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  on  Nov.  4,  1949.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  children.  They 
celebrated  their  seventy-second  wedding 
anniversary  in  the  February  preceding  his 
death.  She  and  her  husband  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  shortly  after 
their  marriage.  She  is  survived  by  one 
son,  one  grandson,  one  great-grandson, 
two  great-great-granddaughters  and  two 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Everiss  funeral  home  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  and 
in  the  Harris  Creek  church  near  Bradford, 
Ohio,  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek  cemetery. 
— H.  H.  Hendricks,  Adrian,  Mich. 

Colbert,  Jared,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah 
Colbert,  was  born  in  Dawson,  Pa.,  March 
6,  1862,  and  died  Sept.  28,  1950.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Alta  Grey  Brunner 
in  1889.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
children,  seven  grandchildren,  three  great- 
grandchildren and  two  brothers.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  church  for  over  sixty-five 
years  and  served  faithfully  as  a  deacon. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Water- 
ford  church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted 
by  Elder  F.  E.  Miller,  Burial  was  in  the 
Modesto  cemetery. — Leo  H.  Miller,  Water- 
ford,  Calif. 


What  a 

CHURCH 
ANNUITY 

Will  Do  For  You 

•  Provide   Lifetime  Security 

•  Pay  from  3%   to   7% 

•  Avoid  High  Taxes 

•  Promote  the  Work   of   the   Church 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  offers 
you  a  safe  and  productive  invest- 
ment opportunity.  The  Board  has 
had  fifty-one  years  of  experience  in 
writing  contracts  with  annuity  re- 
turns —  without  loss  to  a  single 
annuitant.  You  are  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  program. 

You  can  provide  life  income  for 
yourself  or  an  heir  (two  names  may 
be  included  in  a  contract).  Returns 
range  from  3%  to  7%,  depending 
on  age.  A  church  annuity  contract 
avoids  high  taxes.  It  makes  a  defi- 
nite contribution  to  the  work  of 
the  church.  Write  for  details  giving 
birth  date  and  ask  for  our  booklet, 
"A  Church  Annuity  Is  a  Double 
Blessing." 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board 

22  South  State  St. 

Elgin,  Illinois 


Coulter,  Milton  S.,  son  of  Mason  and 
Julia  Gordon  Coulter,  was  born  near 
Gapland,  Md.,  and  died  Feb.  5,  1950,  at  his 
home  in  Boonsboro,  Md.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  He  was  married  to  Ida  B. 
Deener,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
daughters,  three  sons,  two  sisters,  one 
brother  and  fourteen  grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Bast 
funeral  home  in  Boonsboro  by  Bro.  S. 
Earl  Mitchell,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  Bro. 
Newton  L.  Poling,  Interment  was  in  the 
Boonsboro  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  Jennings, 
Brownsville,  Md. 

Cross,  Mary  B.,  widow  of  Nathen  Cross, 
was  born  Jan.  2,  1881,  in  La  Porte  County, 
Ind.,  and  died  at  her  home  in  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  Sept.  22,  1950.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  La  Porte  church  for  many  years. 
She  served  as  president  of  the  aid  society, 
and  the  missionary  society  was  of  great 
interest  to  her.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  La  Porte  church  by  Bro. 
Kenneth  Murphy.  Burial  was  in  the 
Pine  Lake  cemetery. — Mrs.  Tom  H.  Tom- 
lonson,  La  Porte,  Ind. 

Dice,  Vernice  Louise,  daughter  of  J.  C. 
and  Bertha  Angle  Layman,  was  born  in 
Miami  County,  Ind.,  June  12,  1907,  and  died 
July  19,  1950,  in  Duke's  Hospital,  Peru, 
Ind.  She  was  married  to  Walter  Dice  on 
Aug.  6,  1936.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Peru  church.  She  received  much 
comfort  in  the  anointing  service.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  son,  one 
foster  son,  her  father,  her  stepmother, 
two  brothers,  two  sisters  and  her  grand- 
father. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Peru  church  by  Elder  Charles  R.  Oberlin 
and  F.  M.  Hollenberg.  Interment  was  in 
the  Greenlawn  cemetery  at  Mexico. — Mrs. 
Goldie  V.  Crosswhite,  Peru,  Ind. 

Emmons,  Leah  D.,  died  Sept.  20,  1950,  at 
the  Trinity  Lutheran  hospital  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  twelve  years.  She  is 
survived  by  one  daughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Quisenberry  funeral 
home  in  Tonganoxie,  Kansas,  and  at  the 
Elmwood  cemetery  chapel  in  Kansas  City 
by  Pastor  Floyd  E.  Bantz.  Burial  was 
in  the  Elmwood  cemetery. — Mrs.  Gertrude 
Gaba,   Kansas   City,   Mo. 

Evans,  Emma  Hosier,  was  born  May  9, 
1859,  and  died  July  30,  1950.  She  was  the 
last  living  charter  member  of  the  Lan- 
caster church.  Her  husband  was  a  deacon 
for  many  years.  She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  Funeral  services 
were  held  from  a  local  funeral  parlor  in 
Lancaster  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
—Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Felker,  Emma  Alice,  died  Oct.  1,  1950, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  lived 
at  the  Neffsville  Brethren  home  for  many 
years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Neffsville  Brethren  home  by  her  pastor, 
the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the 
Middle  Creek  cemetery. — Wayne  H.  Dick, 
Lancaster,  Pa. 

Fike,  Matilda  Slaubaugh,  was  born  near 
Eglon,  W.  Va.,  May  7,  1869,  and  died  Oct. 
17,  1950.  She  was  married  to  Silas  R. 
Fike,  a  deacon,  on  Feb.  18,  1888.  She  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
soon  after  marriage.  She  is  survived  by 
three  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty-two 
grandchildren  and  twenty-two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Maple  Spring  church  by  Emra  T. 
Fike,  assisted  by  her  pastor,  Ralph 
Bowman.  Interment  was  in  the  Eglon 
cemetery. — Emra  T.  Fike,  Terra  Alta,  W. 
Va. 

Forehand,  Norma  Adaline,  daughter  of 
George  N.  and  Mary  Jane  Ihrig,  was  born 
in  Benton  County,  Mo.,  Jan.  9,  1877,  and 
died  Sept.  8,  1950,  in  St.  Anthony's  hospital 
in  Denver,  Colo.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  she  united  with  the  Spring  Branch 
church  at  Avery,  Mo.  In  1898  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  O.  E.  Forehand,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  five  children.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  eleven 
great-grandchildren,  three  brothers  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  In 
the  Deer  Trail  school  auditorium  by  Rev. 


L.  C.  Piatt.  Interment  was  in  the  'Ever- 
green cemetery  in  Deer  Trail,  Colo. — O.  E. 
Foreman,  Deer  Trail,  Colo. 

Frederick,  John  Paul,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Hattie  Frederick,  was  born  Dec.  24,  1949, 
at  Poplar,  Mont.,  and  died  in  the  Poplar 
hospital  Oct.  11,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  one  brother  and  three  sisters. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Mennonite 
chapel  in  Wolf  Point  by  Rev.  Abe  Teich- 
roew  of  the  Poplar  Mennonite  chapel. 
Interment  was  in  the  Grandview  cemetery. 
— Mark  Emswiler,   Froid,  Mont. 

Frederick,  John  W.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  D.  Frederick,  was  born  March  1, 
1876,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  died  in 
the  Trinity  hospital,  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  Oct. 
10,  1950.  In  1910  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Dollie  Dean  Davison  of  Summars,  Mont. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons,  five 
daughters,  one  brother,  two  sisters  and 
twenty-four  grandchildren.  Two  sons  and 
two  daughters  preceded  him  in  death. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  since  he  was  a  young 
man  and  had  been  a  deacon  in  the  church 
since  1940.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Mennonite  chapel  in  Wolf  Point  by 
Rev.  Frank  Ewert  and  in  the  Grandview 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Interment 
was  in  the  Grandview  cemetery. — Mark 
Emswiler,   Froid,   Mont. 

Frye,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  T.,  were  drowned 
Aug.  22,  1950,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  near 
Manteo,  N.  C.,  attempting  to  save  their 
twelve-year-old  daughter,  who  was  caught 
in  the  undertow.  Mr.  Frye,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  I.  M.  Frye,  was  born  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  in  June  1910.  Besides  their  four 
daughters,  he  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
a  twin  brother  and  one  sister.  Mrs.  Frye, 
the  former  Jean  Hawse,  aged  thirty-five 
years,  was  born  in  Harrisonburg  and  is 
survived  by  her  daughters,  her  mother  and 
her  grandmother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  from  the  Harrisonburg  Methodist 
church  by  Rev.  W.  Carroll  Brooke,  rector 
of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  church  of  Staun- 
ton, Va.,  of  which  Mrs.  Frye  was  a  mem- 
ber, assisted  by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman, 
pastor  of  the  Harrisonburg  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  of  which  Mr.  Frye  was  a  mem- 
ber. The  bodies  were  placed  in  the  Hawse 
mausoleum  in  the  Woodbine  cemetery. 
—Ruth  M.  Good,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Goshorn,  Lura  Margaret  Fulton,  was 
born  March  6,  1907,  and  died  Sept.  26, 
1950.  In  May  1940  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Alvin  Owen  Goshorn.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  three  daughters, 
her  father,  one  sister  and  one  brother. 
Three  years  ago  she  was  baptized  in  the 
Waterford  church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  Salas  Brothers'  chapel  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  in  the  Modesto 
cemetery. — Leo  H.  Miller,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Heagy,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  John  and 
Leah  Smith  Heagy,  died  May  25,  1950,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Lancaster  church  since 
the  age  of  eleven  years.  She  served  as  one 
of  the  organists  of  the  church.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  mother,  one  sister  and  one 
brother.  Services  were  held  by  her  pastor, 
the  undersigned,  from  a  funeral  parlor  in 
Strasburg. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Henry,  Mary  S.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Katie  Otstot,  was  born  Feb.  9,  1870,  at 
Garbers  Mill,  Pa.,  and  died  June  16,  1950. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lancaster 
church,  having  been  baptized  in  1905.  She 
is  survived  by  three  daughters,  ten 
grandchildren  and  eleven  great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Young  funeral  home  in  Lancaster  by  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Cedar 
Lawn  cemetery. — Wayne  H.  Dick,  Lancas- 
ter, Pa. 

Kemper,  Sarah  Marie,  daughter  of  James 
and  Narcissus  Welsh  Alexander,  was  born 
in  Shannon,  111.,  Aug.  29,  1860,  and  died  at 
Ridgefield,  Wash.,  Aug.  28,  1950.  In  1880  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  Newton 
Kemper,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  on  Oct.  19,  1937. 
On  Oct.  22,  1876,  she  united  with  the 
Church   of  the   Brethren   at   Shannon,   HI. 
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Next  to  the  Bible  Sister  Kemper  liked 
to  read  the  Gospel  Messenger.  During  the 
past  twenty  years  she  pieced  more  than 
fifty  quilt  tops  for  her  children,  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren.  She  is 
survived  by  five  sons,  three  daughters, 
thirty  grandchildren  and  forty-five  great- 
grandchildren.— Leland  Nelson,  Springfield, 
Oregon. 

King,  George  H.,  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  Oct.  15,  1864,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1950, 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  La  Verne  church.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  two  sons,  five  grand- 
children and  three  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  La  Verne 
church  by  Brethren  Galen  B.  Ogden  and 
Galen  K.  Walker  and  Rev.  Ira  Fox.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery. 
—Betty  K.  Fox,   La  Verne,   Calif. 

Kurtz,  Abraham  P.,  son  of  Isaiah  and 
Johanna  Kurtz,  was  born  June  12,  1876,  in 
Suffield,  Ohio,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Oct.  12,  1950.  On  April  27, 
1908,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma 
S.  Fleming,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Springfield  church.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  four  grandchildren,  three 
sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Springfield  church 
by  the  pastor,  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger.  Burial 
was  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Mary  Cordier,  Mogadore,  Ohio. 

Landes,  Emma  C.  E.,  daughter  of  Adam 
J.  and  Mary  E.  Pearson  Eberly,  was  born 
in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1950. 
She  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Lancaster  League  of  Women  Voters.  She 
was  also  very  active  in  the  W.C.T.U.,  of 
which  she  was  a  member  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Lancaster  church  for  many  years.  She 
is  survived  by  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  her  pastor,  the  under- 
signed, from  the  Groff  funeral  home. — 
Wayne  H.   Dick,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Lehman,  Samuel  B„  son  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Seese  Lehman,  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  10,  1863,  and 
died  Sept.  7,  1950.  His  wife,  the  former 
Ella  Statler,  died  in  1921.  He  is  survived 
by  six  daughters,  seven  sons,  forty-three 
grandchildren,  thirty-one  great-grandchil- 
dren, one  great-great-grandchild,  two  sis- 
ters and  two  brothers.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Rummel  church  for  many  years. 
He  and  his  wife  were  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon  in  1916.  Bro.  Lehman 
also  served  on  church  boards  and  com- 
mittees. He  had  a  perfect  Sunday-school 
record  of  attendance  for  twenty-one  years. 
Services  were  held  at  Rummel  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  George  Wright.  Interment  was 
in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  Warren 
Hoover,  Windber,  Pa. 

Love,  Isaac,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ellen 
Scott  Love,  was  born  at  Washingtonville, 
Ohio,  March  20,  1884,  and  died  at  the  South 
Side  unit  of  the  Youngstown  hospital,  Sept. 
13,  1950.  On  July  3,  1911,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Coy;  for  the  past  thirty 
years  he  and  his  wife  were  consecrated 
members  of  the  Woodworth  congregation. 
In  1909  he  was  baptized  by  Bro.  A.  W. 
Harrold  at  the  Zion  Hill  church  and  then 
transferred  to  Woodworth  as  a  charter 
member  of  the  Woodworth  congregation. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  three 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
the  pastor,  the  writer,  in  the  Fry  funeral 
home  at  Columbia,  Ohio.  Burial  was  in 
the  Midway  Mennonite  cemetery. — Clyde 
Mulligan,  Poland,  Ohio. 

Putt,  Mary  Grace,  was  born  at  Windber, 
Pa.,  Aug.  8,  1895,  and  died  Sept.  26,  1950. 
She  was  married  in  1913  to  Ira  Franklin 
Putt,  who  preceded  her  in  death  eighteen 
months  ago.  She  is  survived  by  five 
daughters,  two  sons,  three  grandchildren, 
four  sisters  and  one  brother.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Stonerstown  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  McKee 
Methodist  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Tatesville  Methodist 
cemetery. — J.  Stanley  Earhart,  East  Free- 
dom, Pa. 


Church  News 


Illinois 

Dixon. — During  the  absence  of  our  pas- 
tor in  September,  Bro.  Curtis  Bowman 
of  Chicago  filled  our  pulpit  and  in  the 
evening  he  showed  pictures  of  Hawaii. 
The  other  two  Sundays  our  local  min- 
isters conducted  the  services.  Our  new 
Sunday-school  officers  began  their  work 
on  Oct.  1.  The  ladies  of  the  church  have 
canned  400  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
for  Bethany.  One  other  ladies'  organi- 
zation presented  the  church  with  a 
projector  and  screen  with  sound  attach- 
ment. Our  pastor  attended  the  conference 
at  North  Manchester. — Delia  Butterbaugh, 
Dixon,  111. 

Indiana 

Bethel. — On  Aug.  27  Bro.  Homer  Burke 
showed  interesting  slides  and  told  of  his 
experiences  in  medical  work  in  Africa  and 
in  Puerto  Rico.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  was  our  evangelist 
for  ten  days,  closing  Sept.  17.  Mr.  Clayton 
Kinkade  of  Indianapolis,  a  representative 
of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  spoke  on  Sept. 
24.  Brother  and  Sister  Ira  Long  have 
moved  to  Milford  and  we  are  happy  to 
have  them  in  our  congregation.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Sept.  24.  Our  Sunday  school  was  re- 
organized on  Oct.  8.  We  decided  to  place 
an  order  for  100  of  the  new  hymnals  as 
soon  as  they  are  published.  The  women's 
aid  has  reorganized  and  is  doing  relief 
work.  The  primary  department  has  a 
good  attendance  and  the  cardie  roll  is 
climbing  up. — Mrs.  Clara  Price,  Milford, 
Ind. 

Mexico. — Our  regular  church  council  was 
held  on  Sept.  7  and  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Bro.  Robert  Sink  was  re-elected 
elder.  On  Oct.  1  our  church  honored  Bro. 
Marion  Miller  at  the  morning  service 
for  his  faithful  service  to  the  Welfare 
Home.  He  has  resigned  after  thirty-eight 
years  of  service  on  the  trustee  board.  On 
Oct.  8  we  held  our  annual  harvest  meeting 
with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Robert  Sink,  delivered  the  morning 
sermon  and  the  children's  department 
presented  a  short  program  in  the  after- 
noon. Bro.  Clarence  Sink  of  Iowa  con- 
ducted our  one-week  revival  services 
beginning  Oct.  9.    Our  communion  service 


was  held  on  Oct.  16.  We  received  one 
convert  during  the  meeting.  Our  aid 
society  meets  every  two  weeks  doing 
quilting  and  sewing  for  relief.  The  men's 
organization  of  our  church  raised  wheat 
and  soybeans  this  summer  for  their 
project. — Naomi  Beard,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Pleasant  View. — Our  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  on  Sept.  14  and  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Edward  Kintner 
was  elected  elder.  Several  of  our  members 
attended  the  district  meeting  held  at  the 
Spring  Creek  church.  Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins 
will  hold  a  revival  for  us  the  last  of 
November,  followed  by  our  love  feast. 
The  picture,  The  Difference,  was  shown 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  1.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
David  Ockerman,  held  installation  serv- 
ices for  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8  with  a  candle- 
light service.  The  aid  society  has  been 
making  clothing  for  relief  and  comforters. 
— Mrs.  Amsa  Snell,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 

Roann  Brethren. — Bro.  Baldwin  accepted 
the  call  from  our  church  and  he  and  his 
wife  arrived  in  Roann  one  year  ago  this 
last  September.  Our  church  is  steadily 
moving  forward.  Bro.  Baldwin  will  serve 
as  our  evangelist  for  two  weeks  of  special 
services  Nov.  12-25.  Nov.  12  is  also  the 
date  for  our  annual  home-coming.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  our  work  here  spiritually 
and  numerically.  Fifty  members  were 
received  into  the  church  during  the  past 
year.  Oct.  8  was  rally  day  for  the 
Sunday  school  with  an  attendance  of  177. 
Our  women's  missionary  society  is  ready  to 
support  the  church  and  do  missionary 
work  when  called  upon.  At  present  our 
national  organization  is  stressing  the  rais- 
ing of  funds  to  help  build  a  chapel  on  our 
college  campus  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  Our  lay- 
men's organization  just  recently  re- 
organized and  is  going  forth  with  renewed 
zeal  to  attain  their  goals.  The  Sisterhood 
of  Mary  and  Martha  is  also  doing  a 
splendid  work.  We  hope  the  BYF,  while 
not  a  large  group  at  present,  will  continue 
in  numbers  and  become  live  wires  for 
Christ  and  the  church.  Our  parsonage  has 
been  remodeled  and  some  landscaping 
done  and  the  church  basement  was  re- 
decorated for  the  children.  Our  next 
project  will  be  the  addition  of  more  rooms 
to  meet  the  need  of  our  Sunday  school. 
We  covet  an  interest  in  your  prayers  that 
we  may  continue  to  be  busy  in  the  Lord's 
work.— Mrs.  Birdie  Leslie,  Roann,  Ind. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Is  your  teaching  of  this  type? 

Teaching  That  Makes  a  Difference 

by  Irene  Smith  Caldwell 

The  author  of  Our  Concern  Is  Children  and  Solving  Church 
School  Problems  has  given  another  useful  spur  to  make  our 
teaching  the  kind  that  makes  a  difference.  Her  six  chapter 
titles  well  suggest  the  content  of  the  book. 

I.  Called  to  Be  Teachers 
II.  Teaching  That  Makes  a  Difference 

III.  It  Takes  Work  to  Teach 

IV.  Making  It  Easy  to  Learn 
V.  There  Will  Be  Problems 

VI.  Life  Is  a  Great  Teacher 

We  believe  that  this  book,  circulated  among  and  studied 
by  the  teachers  in  your  Sunday  school,  would  help  to  pro- 
duce more  "teaching  that  makes  a  difference."  The  price  is 
only  75  cents  (paper  bound). 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN.     ILLINOIS 
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Wabash  Cily. — Itta  Gebbing,  a  German 
student,  arrived  recently.  John  Tomlon- 
son  and  H.  L.  Hartsough  brought  good 
messages  recently  while  our  pastor  was 
conducting  a  revival  at  the  Cart  Creek 
church.  On  Sept.  24  we  held  a  candle- 
lighting  consecration  service  for  our  new 
Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers.  Oct. 
1  was  our  home-coming.  Bro.  Donald 
Royer  brought  us  strong  messages  con- 
cerning our  Brethren  heritage.  At  the 
afternoon  service  we  had  intercessory 
prayer  for  peace.  In  the  evening  we 
presented  the  film,  Barabbas,  the  Robber. 
Our  young  married  people  are  helping  to 
emphasize  home  and  family  life  in  their 
class  meetings.  Carl  Shultz  of  North 
Manchester  is  directing  our  choir  this  year. 
Gale  Crumrine  is  doing  volunteer  service 
in  Kassel,  Germany.  Bro.  Perry  L.  Huf- 
faker  conducted  a  successful  revival  here 
Oct.  2-8.  Six  persons  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  A  representative  of 
the  Gideons  is  to  speak  at  our  church  on 
Nov.  5.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  canning 
for  the  Mexico  home  and  making  little 
shoes  and  clothing  for  relief. — Mrs.  James 
Pobst,  Wabash,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Brooklyn. — Several  of  our  juniors  and 
young  people,  including  Elisabeth  Rose,  a 
German  student,  attended  camp  at  Pine 
Lake  in  August.  Elisabeth  Rose  is  making 
her  home  v/ith  Brother  and  Sister  Earl 
Deardorff.  Our  business  meeting  was  held 
on  Sept.  17  and  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected.  The  children's  department 
of  the  Sunday  school  is  preparing  Christ- 
mas towel  kits  for  overseas.  The  women's 
work  sent  five  gallons  of  grease  for  soap 
and  a  box  of  clothing  to  Nappanee,  Ind. 
Our  men's  work  reshingled  the  parsonage 
and  painted  the  outside  buildings.  The 
adult  Sunday-school  class  received  a 
picture  from  Germany  of  the  heifer  which 
they  helped  to  purchase.  The  interest  and 
attendance  at  our  services  are  increasing. 
— Mrs.  Earl  Deardorff,  Brooklyn,  Iowa. 

Fairview. — Bro.  L.  A.  Walker  and  his 
family  came  to  Fairview  on  Sept.  1  as 
our  regular  pastors.  They  will  hold  open 
house  on  Oct.  29.  Bro.  Harvey  Kline  of 
Franklin  Grove,  111.,  held  a  revival  meeting 
for  us  Oct.  8-15.  He  and  our  pastor  made 
sixty  calls.  Our  church  was  well  repre- 
sented at  the  district  meeting  at  Ottumwa. 
The  Gospel  Legion  quartet  of  Shenandoah 
presented  a  concert  of  gospel  songs  on  Oct. 
16.  The  women  of  our  church  have  pur- 
chased a  new  gas  range  for  our  parsonage. 
Our  annual  birthday  supper  will  be  held 
Nov.  6.  Mrs.  Ruth  Ogden  has  gone  to 
California  to  spend  the  winter  with  her 
children,  Minnie  and  Galen  Ogden. 
Geraldine  Marian  was  married  to  Gene 
Dixon  in  the  church  on  Oct.  8  by  Bro.  L. 
A.  Walker. — Ola  Tarrence,  Udell,  Iowa. 

Ivester. — Our  regular  business  meeting 
was  held  for  the  election  of  officers.  While 
our  pastor  was  on  vacation,  we  were 
fortunate  to  have  Oran  and  Vera  Hoffman 
take  charge  of  our  services.  Many  of 
our  young  folks  and  adults  attended  Camp 
Pine  Lake.  Owing  to  the  building  and 
repair  work  on  the  church,  our  services 
have  been  held  at  Pine  Lake  camp  and 
the  community  hall.  We  also  enjoyed  hav- 
ing as  guest  speakers  this  quarter  Rev. 
Stanley  Kruschwitz  and  the  Gideons.  Our 
district  conference  was  held  at  South 
Waterloo  Aug.  24-27.  Many  of  our  group 
attended  the  Sunday  services.  A  workers' 
retreat  was  held  on  Sept.  7,  with  Bro. 
Raymond  R.  Peters  as  the  leader.  Brother 
and  Sister  Harper  Will  were  the  leaders 
at  the  three-district  leaders'  retreat  held 
at  Pine  Lake  Sept.  11-13.  The  men's  work 
met  to  elect  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  dedication 
services  to  be  held  at  the  church  Nov. 
3-5.— Mrs.  Howard  Sheller,  Eldora,  Iowa. 

Stover  Memorial. — Since  our  last  report 
eight  new  members  have  been  added  to 
the  church,  five  by  baptism  and  three  by 
letter.  The  council  of  church  women  met 
with  our  women.  A  church  directory  was 
issued  this  year.  The  young  married 
people's  class  helped  purchase  the  paint 
and  did  all  the  painting  of  our  church 
basement.   The  women  of  the  church  meet 
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A  Casket  of  Cameos 

by  F.  W.  Boreham 

•  The  author  has  produced  a  book  of  unique  inspiration  by 
selecting  twenty-two  Scripture  texts  which  have  been  the 
molding  and  inspiring  factors  in  the  lives  of  the  same  num- 
ber of  men  and  women,  according  to  the  admission  of  these 
persons. 

•  Through  these  texts  he  demonstrates  again  that  immeas- 
urable power  that  lies  in  the  Scriptures  to  transform  individ- 
ual character  and  to  crown  life  with  the  beauty  of  holiness 
and  the  joy  and  glory  of  Christian  service  to  one's  fellow 
men. 

The  price  is  $2.00 
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every  Thursday  to  quilt  and  take  care 
of  other  sewing.  The  men  of  the  church 
meet  every  other  Wednesday  evening  for 
business.  Mrs.  Clarice  Kinzie  and  Mrs. 
Verda  DeCoursey  were  elected  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  conference.  Sev- 
eral of  our  young  people  attended  camp  at 
Pine  Lake.  Bro.  Metzler  spoke  to  us  on 
the  evening  of  Sept.  3  during  district  meet- 
ing. Our  pastor  had  charge  of  the  love 
feast  on  Oct.  1.  Some  improvements  have 
been  made  on  the  outside  of  our  church 
building.  —  Mrs.  Donald  Walker,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

Kansas 

Burr  Oak. — Bro.  Byron  Berkey  of  Man- 
chester College  was  our  summer  pastor. 
At  present  we  are  without  a  minister. 
We  recently  had  a  bad  flood  which  did 
much  damage  to  the  church  building  and 
furnace.  One  person  was  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  We  have  clothing 
ready  to  be  sent  to  New  Windsor.  Every 
week  we  meet  in  some  home  for  our 
Bible  study.  On  Oct.  2  we  held  our  council 
meeting.  Bro.  Warren  Gish  of  Belleville 
was  re-elected  elder  for  another  year.  The 
ladies'  aid  gave  thirty  dollars  and  the 
Sunday  school  gave  fifty  dollars  to  our 
church  treasury.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  at  Portis  are  Bert  and 
Vida  Burkholder. — Lettie  Korb,  Burr  Oak, 
Kansas. 

Navarre. — We  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  Brother  and  Sister  Dwight 
Horner  and  also  Brother  and  Sister  Kurtis 
Naylor  tell  of  their  experiences  in  Europe. 
Mrs.  Naylor  is  from  our  local  group  and 
we  had  a  fellowship  gathering  in  honor 
of  their  family.  The  group  worked  dili- 
gently to  get  our  church  building  and 
equipment  ready  to  entertain  the  district 
meeting  Sept.  24-28.  Our  district  meeting 
delegates  were  Mrs.  John  Murphy  and 
Emory  Shank.  We  observed  our  com- 
munion service  on  World-wide  Communion 
Sunday.  We  had  our  birthday  and  home- 
coming Sunday  in  October.  Bro.  Earl 
Snader  of  Panora,  Iowa,  will  hold  our 
meetings  Nov.  21 — Dec.  3.  We  have  a  large 
group  of  children  in  our  Sunday  school 
and  our  children's  superintendent  and  the 
Sunday-school  board  have  made  some 
changes  in  grading  as  well  as  supplying 
suitable  equipment. — Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Dadis- 
man,  Navarre,  Kansas. 

Richland  Confer. — During  the  last  week 
of  August  the  ladies  of  the  congregation 
redecorated  the  church  parsonage  in 
preparation  for  the  new  pastor,  Bro. 
Earl  Jarboe,  and  his  family,  who  came 
from  Iowa  and  began  work  with  us  the 
first  part  of  September.  On  Oct.  8  Brother 
and  Sister  Henry  Stover  were  with  us  in 
the  evening,  when  we  had  a  fellowship 
supper  and  food   shower  for  the  Jarboes, 


after  which  Bro.  Stover  conducted  in- 
stallation services  for  the  pastor  and  his 
wife.  This  service  was  followed  by  the 
picture,  Fishers  of  Men,  shown  by  Bro. 
Stover.  The  men  of  the  congregation  spent 
some  time  clearing  the  church  grounds 
recently.  The  Berean  Sunday-school  class 
has  contributed  ninety-nine  quarts  of 
food  and  some  bedding  to  the  old  folks 
home  at  Hutchinson.  The  newly  chosen 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers  began 
their  work  on  Oct.  1. — Constance  Snell, 
Summerfield,  Kansas. 

Maryland 

Monocacy. — Since  our  last  report,  three 
new  members  have  been  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  On  Sept.  24  we  held 
a  dedication  service  for  children.  This 
service  was  in  charge  of  Sister  Ida  Schildt, 
who  is  our  cradle  roll  superintendent. 
Elder  S.  R.  Weybright  delivered  the  ser- 
mon. We  will  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
beginning  Nov.  5  and  closing  with  our 
love  feast  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  12. 
Sixteen  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
district  round  table  at  Westminster.  We 
lifted  a  special  offering  for  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  and  for  missions.  The 
CBYF  of  our  church  held  a  special  meeting 
one  Sunday  evening  and  the  new  officers 
were  installed  for  the  coming  year. — Elsie 
A.  Eigenbrode,  Rocky  Ridge,  Md. 

Thurmoni. — Our  church  met  in  regular 
council  on  Sept.  24  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Chester  Royer,  presiding.  We  elected 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Royer 
was  elected  elder  for  another  year.  He 
tendered  his  resignation  as  pastor.  We 
have  secured  Bro.  Carl  Yoder  of  Warsaw, 
Ind.,  as  pastor.  Our  church  entertained 
the  district  meeting  Sept.  22  and  23.  Bro. 
Ernest  Davis  gave  a  very  inspirational 
address.  We  have  installed  a  new  heating 
system  in  the  church  and  the  ladies'  aid 
has  modernized  the  kitchen.  Since  our 
last  report,  one  person  has  been  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by 
letter.  We  will  bold  our  love  feast  on  Nov. 
12.— Mrs.  A.  W.  Ecker,   Thurmont,  Md. 

Michigan 

Elmdale. — It  was  with  deep  regret  that 
we  accepted  the  resignation  of  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Earl  Funderburg,  on  Aug.  15,  to  be 
effective  Sept.  1.  Brethren  Arthur  Taylor 
of  Flint  and  J.  J.  Cook  of  Middleton  are 
supplying  the  pulpit  on  Sunday  mornings 
until  a  resident  pastor  can  be  secured. 
The  church  met  in  regular  council  on  the 
evening  of  Sept.  7  and  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  We  held  our  communion  service  on 
the  evening  of  Sept.  30  with  Bro.   Taylor 
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presiding.  On  Sept.  17  Bro.  Cook  baptized 
six  young  people  into  the  church. — Mrs. 
Ray  Wieland,  Freeport,  Mich. 

Ponliac,  First. — Our  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  in  September  and  elected 
Bro.  L.  W.  Shafer  as  pastor  for  the  next 
three  years.  Bro.  Shafer  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Helsel  were  our  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting.  Two  of  our  young  people,  Anna 
May  Fleming  and  Ruth  Ann  Durnbaugh, 
attended  the  Michigan  church  camp  at 
Jehnsen  Lake  for  one  week.  A  class  of 
intermediate  boys  also  attended  camp. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  sewing  on  cancer  pads 
for  our  local  Red  Cross.  They  are  making 
baby  quilts  for  relief.  We  have  sent 
clothing  and  food  boxes  direct  to  Donald 
Durnbaugh  for  distribution.  We  have  lost 
two  of  our  very  faithful  members,  Sister 
Flora  Meredith  and  Bro.  Floyd  Durnbaugh, 
by  death.  A  memorial  fund  was  requested 
instead  of  flowers  for  Bro.  Durnbaugh. 
The  money  was  used  to  buy  beds  and 
hospital  supplies  for  a  hospital  in  Linz, 
Austria.  Donald  Durnbaugh,  his  son,  is 
in  Austria  doing  Brethren  Service  work. 
We  just  closed  our  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  on  Oct.  9.  We  had  a  harvest 
dinner  at  noon  and  an  all-day  meeting. 
There  were  two  converts.  Bro.  D.  G. 
Berkebile  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  held  the  meet- 
ings.   We  are  happy  to  have  Bro.  DeVault 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  HI. 

No.  480.  Wanted:  Reliable  Brethren  man 
desiring  to  live  in  country  home  can  have 
room  and  board  in  exchange  for  help  with 
chores  about  home  when  not  otherwise 
employed.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  481.  Wanted:  Several  Brethren  fam- 
ilies to  move  to  church  community  near 
Welda,  Kansas.  Several  farms  available 
close  to  school  and  church.  Prairie  grass 
pasture,  grains,  vegetables  and  small 
fruits  produced  here.  Good  cattle  land. 
Write:  Mrs.  Omer  Vanscoyoc,  Welda,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.  482.  Wanted:  Good  Christian  single 
man  33  to  40  years  old  to  work  in  furni- 
ture store  in  Peoria,  111.  Write:  Mrs.  Ben 
Moreland,  Box  251,  Lacon,  111. 

No.  483.  Wanted:  Finances  to  start  an- 
other Brethren  home  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  $100  up  is  acceptable.  Will  pay  five 
per  cent  interest.  Write:  Chester  Kintner, 
Alvordton,  Ohio. 

No.  484.  For  Sale:  Modern  home.  One 
block  from  Brethren  church  and  college. 
Six  rooms,  nice  shade.  Possession  Nov. 
15.  For  terms  write:  Tracy  Hardy,  319 
Carrie   St.,   McPherson,   Kansas. 

No.  485.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
with  purebred  Guernsey  cattle  and  general 
farming,  to  assume  some  responsibility 
when  owner  is  away.  Brethren  community. 
Write:  Andrew  J.  Hoff,  Box  197,  New 
Windsor,  Md. 

No.  486.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
on  dairy  farm  and  do  general  farm  work. 
Room,  board  furnished.  Brethren  home 
near  Palmyra  church.  Good  offer  to  right 
man.  Write:  Abram  E.  Risser,  Horseshoe 
Farm,  R.  1,  Annville,  Pa. 

No.  487.  Wanted:  Lady  for  housework 
and  to  help  care  for  invalid  lady  in  Breth- 
ren home  near  Brethren  church.  Good 
permanent  home  and  wages.  Write:  W.  E. 
Roesch,  619  E.  10th  St.,  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.,  488.  Wanted :  Woman  help  for  Breth- 
ren Old  Folks  Home,  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  Live  in.  Write:  O.  J.  Has- 
singer,  Huntsdale,  Pa. 


and   his   family   of   Maryland   worshiping 
with  us. — Mrs.  Allen  Ebey,  Pontiac,  Mich. 

Minnesota 
Root  River. — Since  our  last  report,  our 
church  has  enjoyed  many  activities.  Our 
men  purchased  a  movie  projector  and 
have  shown  pictures  each  third  Sunday 
evening.  The  men  also  put  out  twenty 
acres  of  crops  again  this  year.  The  young 
people's  conference  was  held  here  with 
Bro.  McAuley  of  McPherson,  Kansas,  as 
the  guest  speaker.  We  have  had  helpful 
prayer  meetings  throughout  the  summer 
months.  The  first  week  in  October  Bro. 
Ray  Zook  conducted  a  week's  meeting, 
which  closed  with  a  communion  service. — 
Mrs.  Will  East,  Harmony,  Minn. 

Missouri 

Greenwood. — Bro.  D.  Eugene  Lichty,  who 
was  summer  pastor  of  the  Mountain  Grove 
church,  an  adjoining  congregation,  held 
evangelistic  meetings  for  us  Aug.  6-13. 
Sister  Lichty  was  minister  of  music.  At 
a  recent  council  meeting  Bro.  R.  L.  Gass 
was  re-elected  elder  for  another  year. 
Although  he  lives  quite  a  distance  from 
us,  he  is  still  serving  us  as  pastor  until 
different  arrangements  can  be  made.  Our 
group  is  looking  forward  to  sharing  the 
ministry  of  Brother  and  Sister  D.  Eugene 
Lichty  after  his  graduation  from  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  next  spring,  as  a  result 
of  our  having  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  Mountain  Grove  church  to  join  them 
for  the  year  in  a  co-operative  pastoral 
arrangement.  Our  women's  work  has  re- 
organized and  hopes  to  accomplish  much 
during  the  winter  months. — Birdie  Morris, 
Cabool,  Mo. 

North  Carolina 

New  Haven. — Our  church  met  in  council 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  24  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Fred  F.  Dancy,  presiding  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  church  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Dancy  was 
elected  pastor  and  Bro.  C.  B.  Miller  elder. 
Our  revival  was  held  during  the  last  week 
of  September  with  Brethren  Fred  F.  Dancy 
and  Glenn  Rohrer  in  charge.  Bro.  Grif- 
fith and  Bro.  Miller  were  also  with  us 
for  the  week-end  services  of  the  revival. 
Sister  Minnie  Reed,  who  has  been  in 
the  Winston-Salem  sanitorium  for  the  past 
several  months,  is  much  improved.  She 
desires  the  prayers  of  all  Christian  people. 
We  feel  very  fortunate  in  having  Bro. 
Glenn  Rohrer  in  our  community  to  help 
us  in  our  church  work.  On  the  fifth  Sun- 
day in  October  we  held  our  quarterly 
workshop  meeting.  Bro.  Ernest  Wampler 
will  be  with  us  at  that  time.    Plans  have 


been  made  to  finish  our  basement  and 
make  more  comfortable  places  for  the 
children  of  our  Sunday  school  to  have 
classes. — Mrs.  Willie  Lee  Poole,  Sparta, 
N.  C. 

North  Dakota 

Surrey. — Bro.  Ralph  Anderson  of  Chica- 
go served  as  our  summer  pastor.  He 
returned  to  school  the  first  of  September 
and  since  then  Bro.  D.  A.  Miller  of  Minot 
has  been  our  supply  pastor.  Several  of 
our  young  people  attended  camp  at  the 
International  Peace  Gardens  on  the  U.S.- 
Canadian border.  The  camp  was  followed 
by  the  district  conference  held  at  York. 
Bro.  James  H.  Elrod,  our  regional  sec- 
retary, visited  our  congregation  and  Bro. 
Charles  Zunkel  of  Elgin  was  here  recently. 
He  gave  us  fine  advice  on  our  pastoral 
program.  At  our  quarterly  council  on 
Sept.  10  we  elected  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Charles  Zook  was  elected  elder  of  the 
Surrey  church.  It  was  also  decided  that 
Bro.  Miller  should  continue  to  fill  our 
pulpit  until  next  spring,  when  Bro.  Ander- 
son and  his  family  will  return  to  North 
Dakota.  The  men's  work  committee  gave 
a  report  on  the  church  farm,  which  was 
seeded  in  flax  this  year.  The  ladies'  aid 
society  has  been  working  hard  to  raise 
money  for  the  church  remodeling  fund. 
On  Oct.  1  Elder  D.  T.  Dierdorff,  who  was 
formerly  pastor  of  the  Surrey  church  for 
thirty  years,  preached  for  us.  He  was  on 
his  way  to  Illinois,  where  he  expects  to 
spend  his  ninetieth  birthday  in  the  house 
in  which  he  was  born.  On  Oct.  8  we  held 
our  annual  harvest  meeting  combined  in 
the  afternoon  with  the  Minot-Surrey  Sun- 
day-school convention.  Five  of  our  ladies 
attended  the  district  ladies'  aid  rally  at 
the  Zion  church  on  Oct.  10. — Mrs.  Clarence 
Klungtredt,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 
Ohio 

Cedar  Grove. — Four  of  our  young  people 
have  entered  college  this  fall,  two  at 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  one  at  Ohio  State 
and  one  in  nurses'  training  at  the  Miami 
Valley  hospital  in  Dayton.  The  men's 
work  put  our  fourteen  acres  of  corn  and 
five  acres  of  soybeans.  Some  of  the  men 
helped  with  the  remodeling  of  the  Beech 
Grove  church.  Castin,  Beech  Grove  and 
Prices  Creek  met  at  our  church  on  Sept. 
20  for  the  quarterly  men's  meeting.  Mem- 
bers of  the  ladies'  aid  have  each  made  a 
rooster  bank.  When  we  hear  the  rooster 
crow,  we  are  to  put  some  money  in  the 
bank  to  be  used  in  the  work  of  His  king- 
dom. T.  A.  Shively  was  our  speaker  for 
the   home-coming   program.     There   were 
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eleven  babies  at  the  baby  dedication  serv- 
ices. We  had  an  increase  of  nine  over  last 
year's  average  attendance. — Mrs.  Willard 
Deaton,  Eldorado,  Ohio. 

East  Nimishillen. — Bro.  Andrew  Cordier 
spoke  to  us  recently  on  the  conditions  in 
Korea.  Bro.  Hess  was  in  charge  of  two 
morning  devotion  programs  on  station 
WCMW.  Mrs.  Lawrence  Shoemaker  was 
our  church  delegate  to  district  conference. 
The  junior  aid  has  been  active  in  various 
missionary  projects.  On  Sept.  20  Bro.  Galen 
T.  Lehman,  associate  fieldman  for  the 
Central  Region,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
our  home-coming  service.  Missionary  of- 
ferings totaling  $109.84  have  been  lifted. 
Up  to  Sept.  3,  $353.41  had  been  given  to 
the  Brotherhood  Fund.  Installation  serv- 
ices were  held  on  Sept.  24.  The  senior  aid 
has  started  fall  and  winter  activities. 
Our  communion  service  was  observed  on 
Oct.  1.— Mrs.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh,  North 
Canton,  Ohio. 

Hartville. — Ten  children  were  dedicated 
at  a  recent  Sunday  morning  service.  We 
were  happy  to  welcome  our  missionary, 
Sister  Grace  Brumbaugh,  home  on  fur- 
lough from  the  Africa  field,  with  a  fellow- 
ship supper  at  the  church.  The  women's 
work  was  responsible  for  the  redecorating 
of  her  room  at  home  as  a  surprise  for  her. 
Several  of  our  boys  and  girls  attended 
camp  this  year  and  several  attended  the 
homemakers'  camp.  A  group  of  women 
attended  our  women's  rally  at  Camp 
Zion.    Our  pastor  and  his  family  took  a 
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vacation  in  the  West,  visiting  friends  and 
sightseeing.  In  their  absence  the  pulpit 
was  filled  by  a  temperance  speaker,  Willis 
Kurtz,  and  Grace  Brumbaugh.  Our  Sun- 
day-school picnic  was  held  on  Aug.  20. 
Mildred  Young,  our  delegate  to  the  mid- 
century  World  Convention  on  Christian 
Education,  gave  us  an  excellent  report 
on  her  return.  Willis  Kurtz,  I.  R.  Young 
and  Ethel  Stickler  were  our  delegates  to 
the  district  meeting  at  the  Olivet  church. 
— Lottie  Pontius,  Hartville,   Ohio. 

Middlelown. — Brother  and  Sister  Warst- 
ler  have  left  our  pastorate  to  enter  into 
evengelistic  work.    Recently  the  members 
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SONGS   FOR   CHILDREN 

Contains  a  well-selected  collection  of 
songs  children  love  to  sing — includ- 
ing "Jesus  Loves  Me,"  "All  Things 
Bright  and  Beautiful,"  and  "Away  in 
a  Manger."  Every  page  and  the  cov- 
er illustrated  in  full  color  with  the 
words  and  music  of  one  of  these  fa- 
vorites. Eight  pages  and  cover,  6V2 
by  8  inches. 
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ture texts  are  included  as  the  basis  of  each  verse.  Front  and 
back  cover,  as  well  as  many  pages,  in  full  color.  Twelve 
pages,  6%  by  9  inches. 
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of  children  in  homelike  settings  on  every  page  and  the 
cover.   Eight  pages  and  cover,  §Vz  by  8  inches. 
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of  the  congregation  redecorated  the  par- 
sonage inside  and  out,  with  all  work  and 
materials  being  donated.  The  new  minister 
and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Blicken- 
staff,  arrived  from  Chicago  on  Sept.  5. 
Each  family  of  the  congregation  con- 
tributed money,  food,  furniture,  labor  and 
materials  for  redoing  the  parsonage  and 
welcoming  the  new  minister.  On  Sept. 
21  a  dinner  and  installation  service  were 
held.  The  service  was  conducted  by  Bro. 
Driver.  Bro.  Good  of  West  Alexandria 
held  the  installation  service  and  Elder 
Erbaugh  was  in  charge  of  devotions.  Bro. 
Lawrence,  president  of  the  ministerial 
board,  welcomed  Bro.  Blickenstaff  into  the 
association.  Attending  the  dinner  and  in- 
stallation services  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Richard  Wenger  of  Cincinnati. 
Several  people  attended  the  evangelistic 
services  at  the  Hamilton  church,  conducted 
by  Bro.  Warren  Shoemaker.  Our  Sunday- 
school  and  church  attendance  have  been 
very  good.  The  election  of  Sunday-school 
and  church  officers  was  held  recently.  The 
women's  Dorcas  society  of  the  church  plan 
to  hold  a  business  meeting  in  the  near 
future.  New  officers  will  be  elected  and 
plans  made  for  church  and  social  work  for 
the  year. — Mrs.  Leonard  Martin,  Middle- 
town,  Ohio. 

New  Philadelphia. — The  church  here  has 
lost  five  members,  A.  T.  Kinsley,  Patrick 
Salby,  Elizabeth  Mumaw,  Emma  E.  Miller, 
our  pastor's  wife,  and  A.  B.  Elliot,  by 
death.  Since  our  last  report,  nineteen 
persons  have  been  received  into  the  fel- 
iowship  of  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one  by  letter.  During  the  serious  illness 
of  Sister  Miller,  the  church  relieved  Bro. 
Miller  of  his  pulpit  duties  and  the  follow- 
ing ministers  were  in  charge  of  our 
Sunday  "services:  D.  F.  Stucky  of  Paris, 
Carroll  Petry  of  Akron  and  Ison  Phillips 
of  Uniontown.  Bro.  Jacob  Dick  of  Lititz, 
Pa.,  was  our  evangelist  for  a  week  of 
meetings  Oct.  22-29.  Our  autumn  love 
feast  was  held  in  the  evening  of  Nov.  5. 
At  our  last  communion  our  pastor  ar- 
ranged a  set  of  slides  by  which  the  scenes 
of  the  Upper  Room  were  visualized  before 
those  participating,  thereby  creating  a 
deeply  spiritual  atmosphere.  Our  pastor 
and  Edward  Snyder  were  chosen  as  our 
delegates  to  the  district  conference,  held 
in  the  Olivet  church.  The  undersigned 
was  elected  to  serve  as  Messenger  agent 
and  church  correspondent. — Hazel  E.  Hen- 
derson, New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Piqua. — Brother  and  Sister  Byron  M. 
Flory  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  accepted  the 
call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Piqua  church, 
effective  the  first  of  September.  Bro. 
Flory  brought  his  first  message  to  the 
congregation  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  10. 
Elder  Ray  O.  Shank  conducted  an  impres- 
sive installation  service  for  Bro.  Flory  on 
the  evening  of  Sept.  10.  At  this  service 
Bro.  Flory  was  presented  with  a  Bible 
and  a  key  to  the  church,  symbolizing  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry  here.  Oct.  1  was 
rally  day,  promotion  day  and  installation 
day.  A  shower  was  held  at  the  church  for 
the  pastor  and  his  wife.  The  Berean  class 
made  a  trip  to  the  Constance  church,  Ky., 
on  Sept.  17.  Members  of  the  class  con- 
ducted   the    worship    service.     Our    com- 
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tended  the  ministers'  camp  at  Swatara. 
We  had  no  Sunday  evening  services  during 
August.  The  organized  classes  all  held 
their  class  meetings  out  of  doors  during 
August.  The  women's  work  group  and 
the  missionary  society  held  their  business 
meeting  jointly  at  the  cottage  of  Mrs. 
Caleb  Zeigler  and  their  annual  covered- 
dish  dinner  was  enjoyed.  Our  morning 
service  on  Aug.  13  was  transcribed  for 
broadcasting  over  our  local  radio  station. 
Ira  Gibble,  a  Brethren  Service  worker 
recently  returned  from  Austria,  spoke  in 
the  Heidelberg  church.  The  Paul  Merkey 
family  of  Connecticut  and  the  Howard 
Bombergers  of  Ohio,  both  nonresident 
members  of  our  church,  worshiped  with 
us  recently — Ruth  B.  Reinhold,  Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Tennessee 

Johnson  City. — Our  church  met  in  regu- 
lar   council    meeting    on    Sept.    22.     Our 
State  elder,   Bro.   John   R.   White,   was   present 
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munion  service  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  7.  Bro.  Howard  F.  Erbaugh  held 
a  week  of  evangelistic  meetings  beginning 
Oct.  22. — Richard  D.  Honeyman,  Piqua, 
Ohio. 

Oklahoma 
Thomas. — Our  group  has  been  active  this 
past  year  and  we  can  see  some  improve- 
ment in  most  phases  of  our  work.  The 
women  have  been  quilting  for  relief  and 
for  financial  gain.  They  are  now  buying 
new  pulpit  furniture  and  a  rug  for  the 
sanctuary.  Our  men  have  shown  a  great 
interest  in  improving  the  church  and 
grounds.  We  have  a  new  lawn  started,  we 
have  decorated  the  basement  and  plans 
have  been  made  to  redecorate  the  interior 
of  the  sanctuary  so  that  the  whole 
sanctuary  can  be  dedicated  at  the  same 
time.  We  held  a  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  with  an  enrollment  of  fifty-eight 
and  an  average  attendance  of  forty-eight. 
Fifteen  of  these  were  Indian  children.  We 
co-operated  with  three  other  churches  in 
union  services  this  summer.  Both  of  our 
communion  services  were  well  attended. 
At  our  September  council  meeting  we 
elected  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The 
average  attendance  for  the  past  year  was 
seventy-five  percent  better  than  the  year 
before. — Mrs.  G.  W.  Ennis,  Thomas,  Okla. 

Pennsylvania 

Carlisle. — During  the  summer  months 
church  services  were  conducted  by  the 
resident  ministers  in  our  congregation. 
Our  new  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother 
and  Sister  David  J.  Markey,  assumed  their 
duties  in  the  church  on  Sept.  3.  Bro. 
Markey's  father,  pastor  of  the  Westmont 
church  in  Johnstown,  conducted  the  in- 
stallation service  for  his  son  and  also 
preached  the  morning  sermon  on  Sept. 
10.  A  reception  was  held  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Markey  on  Oct.  5.  At  our 
council  Bro.  Robert  Cocklin  was  again 
elected  elder  of  the  church  with  Bro. 
C.  B.  Sollenberger  associate  elder.  The 
Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  were 
installed  at  the  morning  service  on  Sept. 
30.  That  evening  the  new  CBYF  officers 
were  installed  during  a  candlelighting 
service.  Evangelistic  services  were  con- 
ducted Oct.  23 — Nov.  5,  with  Elder  Hiram 
Gingrich  of  Annville  as  the  evangelist. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  22.  A 
German  high  school  student,  Paul  Herzog, 
is  spending  a  year  in  the  home  of  W.  Mark 
Roth,  one  of  our  deacons. — Mrs.  G.  Book 
Roth,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Chiques. — Our  summer  vacation  Bible 
school,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Robert  Hess,  had 
an  average  attendance  of  330.  The  offering 
of  $280  was  used  for  foreign  missions. 
Harvest-home  services  were  held  on  the 
morning  of  Aug.  20  with  Brethren  H.  F. 
Frysinger     of     Hanoverdale     and     Harry 


Fahnestock  of  the  Big  Dam  congrega- 
tion bringing  the  messages.  The  offering 
was  $715.  On  Aug.  27  our  young  people 
were  guests  of  the  East  Fairview  group 
at  their  week-end  camp.  Our  young  adults 
held  a  fellowship  meeting  at  the  Mt.  Hope 
church  on  Sept.  5  to  lay  plans  for  their 
organization.  Our  delegates  to  the  Sunday- 
school  meeting  at  Richland  on  Labor  Day 
were  Faye  Kreiner,  Harold  Geib,  Betty 
Shelly  and  Daniel  Halderman.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  17  with  B.  G.  Stauffer,  R.  O.  Hess,  H. 
L.  Hess  of  the  Neffsville  home  and  J. 
Norman  Weaver  of  East  Fairview  as  the 
speakers.  The  offering  given  was  $171.60. 
On  Sept.  21  our  young  people  presented 
the  play,  The  Friendly  Kingdom,  at  their 
regular  meeting.  Bro.  John  L.  Myer  of  the 
Springville  congregation  preached  the 
morning  sermon  on  Sept.  10  with  the 
message  To  Whom  Shall  We  Go?  Our 
Achievement  Offering  amounted  to  $310. 
Seventeen  of  our  women  helped  to  can 
peaches  at  the  Neffsville  home  on  Sept.  14. 
Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  spoke  at  our  mis- 
sionary emphasis  program  at  Mt.  Hope  on 
Oct.  8.  Twenty-three  of  our  women  at- 
tended the  district  women's  work  meet- 
ing at  the  Hanoverdale  church. — Mrs. 
Robert  O.  Hess,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Lebanon. — Our  pastor  and  his  family  at- 
tended the  Bible  conference  at  Mas- 
sanetta  Springs,  Va.,  for  six  days.  Our 
pastor  went  to  Camp  Swatara  for  a  week 
as  a  leader  in  a  youth  camp  and  also  at- 


at  this  meeting.  Our  children  were  well 
represented  at  our  vacation  Bible  school. 
Several  of  our  young  people  attended  our 
camp  at  Camp  Placid.  We  plan  to  re- 
decorate our  church.  The  choir  of  our 
church  presented  a  special  music  program 
one  Sunday  evening.  Brother  and  Sister 
Omer  Rowe  invited  the  young  people  from 
the  Knob  Creek  church  and  our  young 
people  to  their  home  for  an  ice-cream 
social.  Bro.  Sam  Sherfy  departed  for 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  where  he  will 
continue  his  preparation  for  the  ministry 
and  Bro.  Paul  White  also  returned  to  his 
studies  at  Bethany.  Oct.  1  was  rally  day, 
followed  by  a  fellowship  meal  in  the 
church  basement.  Bro.  Charles  Rinehart 
of  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  delivered  the 
afternoon  message.  Our  fall  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  8. — Mrs.  Leon  Michael, 
Johnson   City,   Tenn. 

Washington 
Seattle,  Olympic  View. — On  Oct.  1  one 
hundred  fifty  children  were  promoted  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  Sunday 
school.  The  men's  and  women's  organiza- 
tions are  busy  working  for  the  church  at 
large.  The  women  sponsored  a  harvest- 
home  turkey  dinner  on  Sept.  29.  The 
young  people  held  their  installation  serv- 
ice with  a  candlelighting  service  led  by 
their  teacher,  Bro.  Rowe,  and  their  adult 
advisors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Newman.  Our 
senior  group  in  the  church  is  very  active. 
They  have  a  potluck  supper  each  month 
with  a  program.  In  November  our  church 
will  be  host  to  the  state  district  meeting. 
In  the  past  year  fifty-six  members  have 
been  added  to  the  church.  There  is  much 
to  do  in  our  community  and  the  challenge 
of  Christian  service  is  great.  Will  you 
pray  for  us? — Mrs.  Dewey  Rowe,  Seattle, 
Wash. 


The    1951    Scripture    Text    Calendar 


32 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


Single  copy, 
35  cents 

3  copies,  $1.00 

12  copies,   $3.50 


Agents  write  for 
quantity  prices 


Brethren  Publishing 
House 

Elgin,  Illinois 


CAa*eAc/tte4^ti^     \\X  ^   ^   X   Wf^    X   W 


DECEMBER   16,   1950; 


' 


A  Fitting  Memorial 

NOT  long  after  death  called  away  a  daughter  and  a  son  of  Dr.  Lloyd  and  Modena 
Studebaker,  missionaries  in  Africa,  their  friends  proposed  a  memorial  fund  for 
a  children's  ward  at  the  Garkida  hospital  in  Africa.  As  the  picture  above  reveals, 
that  project  is  just  about  complete.  Indeed  it  is  a  fitting  memorial  to  two  Brethren 
children  that  African  children  should  find  healing  and  hope  through  the  gifts  of 
Brethren   homes   and  the   ministry   of   mission   doctors  and  nurses. 

In  so  far  as  we  can  render  service  to  our  needy  brothers  around  the  world, 
we  render  devotion  to  the  Lord  whose  servants  we  are.  We  cannot  go,  many  of  us, 
fo  the  places  where  the  need  is  greatest.  But  our  friends  go  for  us.  And  our  gifts 
also— they   go    for    us   too. 
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Science  and  Religious  Beliefs 

Today  a  neighbor  called  and  asked 
my  wife  if  she  had  read  the  article, 
What  Science  Does  to  Our  Religious 
Beliefs,  printed  in  the  Nov.  4  issue 
of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  read  the 
title  of  the  article  and  the  printing 
under  the  picture.  I  said,  "That 
sounds  like  something  I  have  just 
read  recently."  Before  I  read  very 
far  I  soon  recognized  it  was  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  thinking  of  Nevin 
C.  Harner  in  the  book,  I  Believe. 

After  reading  the  book  I  was  no 
longer  proud  to  be  a  Brethren,  if 
that  is  what  the  Brethren  stand  for 
and  believe,  but  I  still  praise  the 
Lord  that  I  am  a  Christian  and  can 
discern  true  Christian  and  spiritual 
articles  and  books  irom  those  that 
are  not.  When  we  must  go  to  the 
scientists  for  a  modern  interpreta- 
tion of  the  birth  of  Christ,  the 
miracles,  the  atonement  and  other 
cherished  doctrines,  we  had  just  as 
well  cast  aside  our  Bibles  and  say, 
"Jesus  is  not  the  same  yesterday, 
today  and  forever."  The  old-time 
religion  is  good  enough  for  me. 

We  have  young  children  in  Sun- 
day school  and  I  thank  God  that  we 
have  teachers  in  our  congregation 
that  find  the  Bible  all  sufficient  for 
teaching  them  Jesus'  way  of  life. 

Why  accept  those  who  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  Virgin  birth  and  atoning 
blood  as  fellow  Christians  when  that 
is  the  very  heart  of  Christianity  and 
without  it  we  cannot  be  saved? 

"Take  heed  therefore  unto  your- 
selves, and  to  all  the  flock,  over  the 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made 
you  overseers,  to  feed  the  church  of 
God,  which  he  hath  purchased  with 
his  own  blood"  (Acts  20:28,  Rev.  1: 
5  and  Eph.  1:7). — Paul  Sommer,  Ba- 
tavia,  Iowa. 

Conversion,  Not  Extermination 

For  some  time  I  have  been  medi- 
tating on  the  question  of  participa- 
tion and  nonparticipation  in  war. 
While  listening  to  the  reasons  for 
conflict  with  "Godless  people"  and 
in  favor  of  military  service,  I  have 
felt  that  we  need  to  decide  on  the 
basic  issue  of  right  and  wrong  with- 
out all  the  side  issues  which  confuse 
us.  God  has  forbidden  us  to  destroy 
deliberately  a  human  life. 

When  we  kill  a  person,  either  in 
war'  or  out  of  war,  or  knowingly 
contribute  to  his  death,  we  take 
upon  ourselves,  God's  right;  yet  we 
have  no  power  to  save  a  soul.  We 
cannot   know   whether   or   not   that 


soul  might  have  been  saved  some- 
time. These  powers  of  knowledge 
are  God's.  When  we  take  them  upon 
ourselves  without  God's  power  to 
save,  we  become  responsible  for  a 
soul's  condemnation. 

In  the  matter  of  revenge,  judg- 
ment and  murder,  God,  through  the 
Scriptures,  was  definite  and  specific. 
Yet  we  try  to  cover  the  commands 
up  with  all  manner  of  exceptions, 
which  we  feel  are  pertinent  to  us, 
forgetting  that  God  knew  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  just  such  situations  when 
he  gave  the  commands  to  us.  It 
would  be  better  for  us  as  Christians 
to  spend  our  lives  converting  the 
"Godless  Reds"  rather  than  exter- 
minating them.  No  matter  how  any- 
one behaves,  he  has  an  immortal 
soul  and  the  soul  is  our  concern.  If 
we  cannot  love  them  we  can  at  least 
refrain  from  hating  them.  Hate  is 
Satan's  breeding  ground.  It  is  only 
through  the  salvation  of  all  men 
that  we  may  realize  our  hope  for 
peace  on  earth;  therefore,  let  us 
be  about  our  business  as  Christians 
to  love  and  help  our  fellow  men, 
not  fellow  Christians  only. — Mary 
Kessler,  Meridian,  Idaho. 

Giving 

If  each  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  would  dedicate  his 
pocketbook  to  God,  we  could  easily 
reach  our  church  budget  and  go 
over  the  top  to  meet  more  of  the 
great  needs  of  the  world.  We  could 
turn  sorrow  to  joy,  selfishness  to 
sharing  and  many  of  our  church 
problems  from  doubt  to  faith. 

I  fear  it  is  true  that  we  take  out 
first  what  we  spend  on  ourselves 
and  give  to  God  what  is  left.  Honest 
and  willing  giving  is  something 
worth  doing;  it  is  the  motive  of  the 
Christian   steward. 

How  many  of  us  are  using  the 
time  God  has  given  us  to  earn  mon- 
ey which  we  spend  for  that  which 
is  not  bread?  God  gives  us  every- 
thing we  have.  Let  us  at  once  begin 
to  set  aside  a  definite  portion  for 
the  Lord's  work  and  to  pay  it  regu- 
larly into  the  church  treasury. 
Annual  payments  are  too  far  apart. 
We  need  to  give  fifty-two  times  a 
year.  —  Volunteer  Relief  Worker, 
Nappanee,  Ind. 


This  page  is  a  public  forum  in 
which  our  readers  are  invited  to 
share.  Brief,  specific  comments  are 
especially  welcome. — Ed. 


The  news  of  the 
birth  of  the  Baby  of 
Bethlehem  has  pene- 
trated the  far  corners 
of  the  earth,  for 
many  are  concerned 
that  everyone  should 
know  the  Christ  who 
is  the   Savior 
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Making  Christmas  World  Wide 


EVERYWHERE  Christmas 
commemorates  God's  gift 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  better 
we  know  him  and  his  mission 
in  the  world,  the  more  important 
this  day  becomes. 

Why  should  such  an  important 
child  be  born  in  a  stable?  Few 
people  are  born  in  such  a  lowly 
place,  yet  today  hundreds  of 
millions  of  people  celebrate  his 
birth.  I  realize  that  many  cele- 
brate it  for  commercial  reasons 
and  fail  to  realize  the  deep 
meaning  of  his  birth.  They  place 
a  halo  around  his  head  and  do 
not  see  the  bitter  road  of  suffer- 
ing which  he  had  to  travel  in 
order  to  redeem  mankind.  Had 
he  failed  to  live  out  the  purpose 
for  which  he  was  born,  we 
would  have  no  Christmas  today. 
Had  be  been  unwilling  to  live 
God's  plan,  then  the  message 
sung  by  the  angels  on  the  night 
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of  his  birth  would  have  been 
false  and  the  star  which  the  wise 
men  followed  would  have  led  to 
naught.  Christmas  is  Christmas 
because  Christ  did  not  fail;  he 
lived  and  died  in  the  complete 
will  of  the  Father. 

You  and  I  also  were  born  into 
the  world  for  a  purpose.  God 
has  work  for  us  to  do.  I  believe 
that  if  any  man  honestly  seeks 
God's  will  for  his  life,  it  will  be 
revealed  to  him.  People  who 
are  born  with  different  talents 
are  not  expected  to  do  the  same 
work.  When  we  find  our  pur- 
pose in  life  and  then  follow  it, 
we  have  peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give  or  take  away. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  certain: 
God  wants  us  to  go  into  all  the 
world  and  make  disciples  of  all 
men,  baptizing  them,  and  teach- 
ing them  to  observe  all  things 
that    Jesus    taught.     To    aid    in 


carrying  out  this  world  task, 
the  disciples  were  promised  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Witnessing  on  a  world  scale 
calls  for  many  types  of  in- 
dividuals in  different  occupa- 
tions. It  is  for  us  to  ask  the 
soul-searching  question,  "How 
and  where  am  I  best  fitted  to 
"serve?"  If  we  are  best  fitted  for 
making  money  and  will  use  that 
God-given  ability  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Christ,  then  we  should 
engage  in  business  pursuits. 
Others  witness  more  effectively 
through  skills  of  healing  or 
teaching.  If  the  total  purpose  of 
Christ  is  to  be  fulfilled,  we  shall 
need  many  more  missionaries 
and  service  workers. 

On  Christmas  morning  Chi- 
nese school  children  go  out 
caroling.  During  the  Christ- 
mases  we  were  there  to  hear, 
we  were  overjoyed  to  hear  the 
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soft  melody,  "Hark!  the  herald 
angels  sing,  'Glory  to  the 
newborn  King.' "  Later  when 
business  and  the  clatter  of 
hurrying  feet  had  ceased  and  the 
stillness  of  the  midnight  hour 
was  upon  us,  we  delighted  to 
hear  the  songs  sung  by  chil- 
dren's happy  voices.  The  joy  of 
that  first  Christmas  Eve  was 
being  re-enacted.  We  can  praise 
God  that  the  glorious  meaning 
of  Christmas  is  known  in  China 
and  in  other  distant  places. 

People  have  asked  me  why  we 
disturbed  the  Chinese  people 
when  they  seemed  satisfied  with 
their  own  religion.  My  answer 
was,  "When  they  are  seeking  the 
light  I  ought  to  be  willing  to  do 
all  I  can  to  lead  them  to  Christ, 
the  light  of  the  world." 


Many  years  ago  I  climbed  Tai 
Shan,  China's  most  sacred  moun- 
tain. Confucius,  Mencius  and 
many  emperors  of  China  had 
climbed  this  sacred  mountain  to 
worship  the  spirit  or  god  whom 
they  believed  dwelt  there.  On 
festal  days  thousands  of  people 
climb  those  rugged  heights  in 
search  of  a  blessing.  They  pray 
for  better  crops,  for  health,  for 
children,  and  for  many  other 
things.  The  day  I  visited  the 
temple  there  were  only  a  few 
hundred  pilgrims  there.  As  I 
entered  the  temple  court  I  saw 
many  worshiping.  Some  had 
fallen  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
groaning  as  they  prayed.  Others 
were  trying  to  throw  coins 
through  rings  in  front  of  the 
idols,  for  they  had  been  told  that 


if  they  threw  a  coin  through  the 
ring  their  prayer  would  be 
heard.  Many  others  were  shoot- 
ing off  firecrackers  and  were 
ringing  bells  or  gongs  in  front 
of  their  idols.  As  I  stood  there, 
I  closed  my  eyes  and  tried  to 
shut  out  the  noise.  I  thought 
how  different  it  would  be  if 
they  were  worshiping  the  true 
God.  Having  seen  the  great  dif- 
ference Christ  had  made  in  the 
lives  of  many  Chinese,  I  deter- 
mined to  work  harder  at  the 
task  to  make  Christ  known  the 
world  over. 

Won't  you,  dear  Christian, 
resolve  to  renew  your  commit- 
ment this  Christmas?  Let  us 
not  be  satisfied  until  men  every- 
where accept  Christ  as  their 
Savior. 


EDITORIAL 


THE    CHURCH    IN    NEW    INDIA 

P.   G.   Bhagat* 

I  WILL  build  my  church  .  .  ."  were  words 
spoken  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Desiring 
to  establish  his  church  throughout  the  whole 
world,  he  said  to  his  disciples:  "Go  ye  therefore, 
and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptizing 
them.  .  .  ." 

Missionaries  who  committed  their  lives  to  the 
fulfillment  of  the  great  commission  were  able 
to  build  the  Christian  church  in  India.  They 
engaged  in  establishing  village  schools,  high 
schools,  colleges,  agricultural  and  industrial  in- 
stitutions, hospitals  and  rural  uplift  centers, 
which  were  important  agencies  in  the  building 
and  strengthening  of  the  church  in  India.  They 
have  played  an  important  part  in  changing  and 
rebuilding  the  religious,  social,  educational  and 
economic  conditions  of  the  nation.  The  mission- 
aries were  the  pioneers  in  breaking  down  the  old 
religious  beliefs  and  superstitions.  Through 
their  tireless  efforts,  age-old  caste  systems,  un- 
touchability,  illiteracy,  child  marriage  and 
unequality  of  human  beings  were  abolished  or 
discredited.    This  was  the  way  of  our  Lord  for 
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building  and  advancing  the  kingdom.  The  church 
they  launched  in  India  has  tried  to  enter  into  all 
phases  of  life;  its  message  serves  to  enable  the 
people  to  overcome  personal  and  social  short- 
comings through  the  love  and  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Christian  church,  by  changing 
lives  so  remarkably,  is  an  evidence  of  the  im- 
portant part  the  missionary  enterprise  is  playing 
in  creating  the  New  India.  Had  there  been  no 
Christian  church,  the  outlook  for  India  would 
not  be  so  hopeful. 

In  spite  of  many  discouraging  factors,  the  peo- 
ple of  new  India  are  determined  to  do  their  share 
in  creating  a  better  India,  which  will  in  turn  help 
to  build  a  better  world.  We  Indians  are  resolved 
to  do  everything  possible  to  make  our  nation  and 
world  a  place  where  there  will  be  bread,  freedom 
and  justice  for  all.  The  constitution  of  the  new 
India  is  based  upon  four  main  principles:  justice, 
liberty,  equality  and  fraternity.  The  new  national 
government  is  eager  to  put  into  common  practice 
the  above-mentioned  principles.  Several  move- 
ments have  already  been  started  to  improve  the 
condition  of  all  people  in  general  and  of  the 
poor  and  underprivileged  in  particular.  The 
opening  of  the  Hindu  temples,  public  wells  and 
hotels  for  Harijans,  adoption  of  programs  of 
compulsory  education  and  adult  education,  and 
the  closing  of  the  liquor  shops  are  some  of  the 
constructive   activities   of  the   new   government. 


This  sounds  good,  but  it  does  not  mean  that 
everything  is  changed  and  there  is  no  need  for 
Christian  workers.  I  think  now  is  the  time  for 
greater  Christian  work  to  be  done.  There  is  still 
corruption  and  dissatisfaction  in  all  phases  of  life, 
and  many  social  evils  now  greatly  trouble  the 
hearts  of  earnest  Indians,  both  Christians  and 
non-Christians.  Millions  of  people  dwell  in  the 
villages  who  cannot  enter  into  the  fuller  national 
life  to  enjoy  real  freedom  because  of  poverty, 
illiteracy,  ignorance  and  superstition.  Millions  of 
our  people  suffer  on  account  of  physical  ill-health. 
Great  is  the  opportunity  for  missionary  service 
to  save  souls  and  point  our  people  to  the  good  life. 

Ours  is  a  land  of  400,000,000  people,  potentially 
as  gifted  as  any  people  on  the  earth.  We  propose 
to  make  India  one  of  the  leading  countries  in  the 
world,  in  the  forefront  in  intellectual  and  spiritual 
achievement.  These  goals  can  be  attained  only 
through  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  people 
of  new  India  look  to  the  countries  more  for- 
tunately placed  than  she  for  spiritual  help  and 
encouragement. 

I  firmly  believe  this  is  the  time  to  increase 
the  number  of  foreign  missionaries  and  the 
church's  financial  support — both  are  deeply  ap- 
preciated by  Indian  Christians — in  the  light  of 
existing  needs  and  opportunities  in  our  land. 

Shock  Absorbers 

AS  WE  rode  over  the  bumpy  gravel  road,  the 
Brethren  elder  who  had  used  his  car  many 
years  in  the  work  of  the  church  explained 
that  his  shock  absorbers  had  lost  their  ability  to 
take  the  jolts.  A  more  recent  model  would  have 
absorbed  much  of  the  vibration  caused  by  a  cor- 
rugated highway.  But  now  the  riders  must  stand 
the  shock. 

If  you  look  again  at  the  New  Testament  writ- 
ings about  reconciliation,  you  will  recall  that  we 
Christians  are  called  to  be  shock  absorbers,  meet- 
ing the  threat  of  danger  with  a  thrust  of  faith, 
using  Christian  fellowship  to  cushion  the  attacks 
of  the  forces  of  evil.  We  are  asked  to  place  our- 
selves where  we  catch  some  of  the  suffering  in- 
tended for  innocent  people.  In  so  doing  we  not 
only  protect  the  helpless  but  may  be  able  to  turn 
away  the  wrath  of  the  evildoer. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  able  to 
stand  the  jolts  of  our  contemporary  life.  It  needs 
good  shock-absorbing  Christians  among  its  mem- 
bership. 

Our  unhappy  world  has  given  itself  some  very 
shattering  jolts  recently.  And  we  seem  to  be 
running  low  on  shock  absorbers.  There  is  a 
shortage  of  mediators  to  help  bring  peace  among 
nations,  says  a  reliable  news  source.  Are  there 
not  Christian  leaders  to  help  to  make  peace? 


The  true  gentleman  is  the  man  whose 
conduct  proceeds  from  goodwill  and  an 
acute  sense  of  propriety,  and  whose  self- 
control  is  equal  to  all  emergencies;  who 
does  not  make  the  poor  man  conscious 
of  his  poverty,  the  obscure  man  of  his 
obscurity;  or  any  man  of  his  inferiority  or 
deformity;  who  is  himself  humbled  if  neces- 
sity compels  him  to  humble  another;  who 
does  not  flatter  wealth,  cringe  before  power, 
or  boast  of  his  own  possessions  or  achieve- 
ments; who  speaks  with  frankness,  but 
always  with  sincerity  and  sympathy,  and 
whose  deed  follows  his  word;  who  thinks 
of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others  rather 
than  of  his  own;  who  appears  well  in  any 
company,  and  who  is  at  home  what  he 
seems  to  be  abroad — a  man  with  whom 
honor  is  sacred  and  virtue  safe. 

— John  W.  Wayland. 


Is  Thanksgiving   Over? 

A  READER  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  who  is 
also  a  highly  respected  and  busy  Brethren 
doctor,  has  a  method  of  expressing  apprecia- 
tion that  all  of  us  could  use  with  advantage.  He 
writes,  "A  few  years  ago  I  began  the  practice  of 
writing  two  special  letters  of  appreciation  each 
week,  one  to  each  of  two  people  who  have  been 
doing  me  an  unusual  amount  of  good,  provided 
I  had  never  previously  written  them  such  letters." 
We  were  happy  to  receive  letter  No.  304  in  the 
Messenger  office. 

If  a  Christian  doctor,  on  call  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  and  night,  has  found  time  each  week  for 
two  letters  of  appreciation,  could  not  a  busy 
mother,  a  tired  schoolteacher,  an  overworked 
pastor,  a  hurried  businessman,  a  salesman  caught 
in  rush  period — or  even  an  editor  trying  to  find 
his  way  through  a  pile  of  manuscripts — could  we 
not  also  find  more  opportunities  to  say  "thank 
you"?  Not  only  for  specific  gifts,  but  also  for  the 
way  some  of  the  folks  we  meet  every  day  put 
their  faith  into  practice  and  "do  us  good." 

Beginning  with  such  an  excellent  plan  as  this 
good  brother  has  followed,  we  might  approach 
the  spirit  which  prompted  Paul  to  say  to  the 
Ephesians,  "I  do  not  cease  to  give  thanks  for  you, 
remembering  you  in  my  prayers." 

Thanksgiving  is  not  a  day  already  forgotten  in 
the  Christmas  rush.  It  is  an  attitude  of  life  espe- 
cially appropriate  for  Christians.  Every  day 
should  be  Thanksgiving  Day. 
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Cigarettes  for  Your  Children 


J.  Henry  Long 

The  packages  of  candy  cigarettes  shown  above  were  found  not  at  a  candy  counter,  but  at  the  tobacco 

cigarette  counter 


RETURNING  home  recently 
from  a  birthday  party 
given  by  one  of  his  school- 
mates, my  little  boy  rushed  in 
the  door,  "Mommie,  Mommie, 
look  what  I  got!  Candy  ciga- 
rettes!" 

I  took  the  package  to  see  for 
myself. 

"We  can  make  believe  we're 
smoking  these  now.  Then  when 
we  get  bigger,  we  can  smoke  real 
ones.  That's  what  Larry's  moth- 
er told  us,"  he  added  excitedly. 

A  little  questioning  revealed 
that  each  child  had  been  given  a 
package  of  candy  cigarettes  as 
party  favors.  Since  they  were 
something  new  to  his  way  of 
living,  my  six-year-old  was 
thoroughly  enamored  of  them. 

"They  look  just  like  real  ones, 
don't  they,  Mommie?"  he  cried. 
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I  had  to  admit  they  looked  real 
— too  real.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
was  astonished  at  the  close 
similarity  between  the  candy 
cigarette  package  and  the  real 
thing  as  I  envisioned  it.  The 
design,  spelling  and  coloring  of 
the  candy  "Kool"  package  ap- 
peared the  same  as  that  used  on 
the  tobacco  "Kool"  cigarettes. 

The  next  day  I  determined  to 
find  out  for  myself  how  wide- 
spread was  the  distribution  of 
these  candy  cigarettes  in  my 
city.  What  I  discovered  shocked 
me.  Upon  visiting  one  candy 
counter  after  another,  I  found 
that  I  could  buy  any  brand  I 
wanted:  Camels,  Luckies,  Ches- 
terfields, Raleighs,  Old  Golds, 
Pall  Malls. 


For  each  popular  well-known 
brand  of  tobacco  cigarettes, 
there  was  a  similar  package  of 
candy  cigarettes.  Not  only  the 
candy  stores,  but  dime  stores, 
drugstores,  tobacco  stores,  gro- 
cery stores,  department  stores 
and  ice-cream  parlors;  they  all 
carried  candy  cigarettes. 

I  asked  one  salesperson  in  a 
large  department  store  how  well 
the  candy  cigarettes  sold.  "We 
can't  keep  up  our  stock.  They're 
sold  as  fast  as  we  put  them  on 
the  counter,"  she  replied.  "The 
children  are  our  big  customers, 
but  many  parents  think  the 
cigarettes  are  so  cute  that  they 
take  home  a  package,"  she 
added. 

With  dismay  I  realized  that 
the  "candy  cigarette"  fad  was 
practically  universal  in  our  city, 
and  I  have  learned  since  that  it 
has  become  virtually  nation- 
wide. 


What  roused  my  righteous 
indignation  more,  however,  was 
the  discovery  that  this  fad 
actually  has  the  sly  blessing  of 
the  cigarette  companies,  and  in 
fact  may  even  have  been  in- 
spired by  them.  The  purpose: 
to  introduce  children  even  at  the 
kindergarten  age  to  the  smoking 
habit.  By  familiarizing  a  first- 
grader  with  the  appearance  of 
his  package  the  cigarette  manu- 
facturer apparently  calculates 
that  by  the  time  the  youth  has 
reached  the  seventh  or  eighth 
grade,  he  will  naturally  reach 
for  the  real  thing  in  the  most 
familiar  package. 

It  was  not  too  long  ago  that 
the  cigarette  manufacturers 
launched  their  neat  trick  of  sell- 
ing women  on  the  idea  of 
smoking.  They  were  not  satis- 
fied with  reaching  the  sophisti- 
cated women,  but  wanted  all 
women  to  smoke.  How  well  they 
have  succeeded  is  apparent  in 
every  public  place  today. 

Next  came  the  subtle  cam- 
paign to  win  the  youth  to  the 
smoking  habit.  Tobacco  sales- 
men knew  that  if  a  habit  is 
formed  early  enough  in  life,  it 


will  be  almost  an  impossibility 
to  break  it  later.  First  they 
worked  in  the  colleges.  Then  a 
more  subtle  approach  was  made 
to  the  high-school  crowd — with 
sample  packages  at  football 
games,  popular  radio  pro- 
grams, and  advertising  featuring 
testimonials  from  well-known 
athletes. 

But  now  the  dirty  propaganda 
guns  of  the  cigarette  manu- 
facturers apparently  have  been 
leveled  at  our  children.  As  soon 
as  the  children  are  able  to  see 
the  difference,  they  are  urged 
to  choose  between  one  brand  of 
cigarettes  and  another. 

How  do  I  know?  I  have 
written  all  the  major  cigarette 
manufacturers  and  in  an  offhand 
way  asked  for  an  explanation 
for  the  tie-up  between  the  candy 
cigarette  makers  and  them- 
selves. Their  replies,  for  the 
most  part,  were  carefully 
guarded.  One  cigarette  manu- 
facturer, however,  literally  let 
the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  He 
admitted,  "We  are  aware  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  these 
candy  cigarettes  as  the  manu- 
facturer     obtained      permission 


Gendreau 

The  children  of  school  age  are  being  made  familiar  with  the  appear- 
ance of  cigarette  packages  through  the  use  of  similar  packaging  for 

candy  cigarettes 


from  us  prior  to  making  them. 
The  labels  conform  in  every 
respect  with  those  used  by  us 
and  as  the  sale  of  the  candy  does 
not  conflict  with  the  sale  of  our 
tobacco  products,  we  have 
looked  upon  them  as  good  ad- 
vertising from  our  standpoint." 

Another  tobacco  company  said 
the  same  thing  in  a  different 
way,  "We  share  your  feeling 
that  these  candy  cigarette  manu- 
facturers would  find  it  more 
difficult  to  market  their  products 
if  they  used  package  designs  and 
names  differing  from  the  well- 
known  designs  and  names  of  the 
leading  cigarette  brands." 

If  this  were  all  it  would  be  bad 
enough. 

In  my  survey  of  candy 
counters  and  in  talking  with 
Christian  parents,  however,  I 
have  uncovered  what  appears  to 
be  a  complete  and  sinister  pro- 
gram to  prostitute  the  habits  and 
morals  of  grammar  school  age 
children  by  worldly  interests  of 
varied  types.  And  the  effects  of 
this  program  appear  to  reach 
down  into  the  best  Christian 
homes  and  evangelical  church 
families  in  the  country. 

Not  only  are  our  children 
being  lured  into  bad  associations 
by  candy  cigarettes,  pipes,  and 
cigars,  but  they  are  being  intro- 
duced to  an  even  worse  and 
deadlier  evil. 

Today  imitation  liquor  bottles 
filled  with  sweet  syrup  imitating 
beer,  cordials,  wines  and  bran- 
dies may  be  purchased  at  a 
widening  circle  of  stores.  These 
products  apparently  have  met 
with  some  disfavor,  and  as  a 
result  their  distribution  is  being 
carefully  handled.  But  knowing 
the  persistency  of  these  forces  of 
evil,  we  can  expect  them  to  keep 
working  until  they  have  ac- 
complished their  objective  of 
final  public  acceptance. 

But  even  that  is  not  all. 

Few  Christian  homes  in  the 
major     cities     today     are     not 

Continued  on  page  15 
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Top:  W.  Glenn  McFadden,  pastor  of  the  Elgin  church.  Illinois,  address- 
ing the  gathering 
Middle:   A.  C.  Wieand.  cofounder  of  Bethany  Seminary,  supported  by 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  brings  greetings 
Bottom:    A  Bible  goes  into  the  box  that  is  sealed  in  the  cornerstone 
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I  OR  years  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  has  needed  a  new 
chapel.  Now  it  is  in  the 
process  of  becoming.  The  ce- 
ment forms  have  been  poured, 
and  brick  is  being  laid.  Each 
workday  seems  to  make  a 
difference. 

On  Friday  morning,  Novem- 
ber 3,  at  the  chapel  hour,  the 
service  of  cornerstone  laying 
was  held.  A  large  crowd 
gathered  for  this  service.  Those 
present  included  Bethany  stu- 
dents and  faculty  members, 
representatives  of  the  hospital 
and  local  church  and  a  sizable 
group  from  the  Elgin  staff. 

Everyone  was  happy  that 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  C.  Wieand 
could  be  present.  They  had 
come  from  California  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  reprinting 
of  Brother  Wieand's  book  on 
Gospel  Records  of  the  Message 
and  Mission  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  program  for  the  corner- 
stone laying  was  inspiring.  The 
weather  was  damp  and  cloudy 
and  the  major  part  of  the  service 
was  held  in  the  temporary 
chapel.  There  were  special 
numbers  of  music  by  a  male 
chorus  led  by  Professor  A.  F. 
Brightbill.  The  students  were 
represented  in  the  service  by 
Bro.  Luke  Bowser,  a  senior,  who 
read  1  Cor.  3:9-17.  President  S. 
Floyd  Pannabecker  of  the  Men- 
nonite  Biblical  Seminary  led  in 
the  prayer  of  invocation,  and  Dr. 
Floyd  E.  Mallott,  representing 
the  Bethany  faculty,  brought  the 
closing  prayer. 

Much  of  the  service  may  be 
followed  in  pictures.  Bro.  Glenn 
McFadden,  pastor  of  the  Elgin 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  shown 
giving  the  address  on  Christ,  the 
Cornerstone.  President  Emeri- 
tus A.  C.  Wieand  is  seen  leaning 
on  the  shoulder  of  President 
Bowman  as  he  gives  a  greeting 
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"Built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Christ  Jesus  himself  being  the  chief 
cornerstone"  (Eph.  2:  20-21). 


President  Bowman  laying  the  cornerstone 


to  the  group.  Following  this  his 
son,  David  J.  Wieand,  read  his 
father's  message  on  the  de- 
velopment of  Bethany.  W.  W. 
Slabaugh,  professor  of  New  Tes- 
tament, explained  the  contents 
which  were  to  go  into  the 
cornerstone.  The  most  interest- 
ing of  the  contents  was  a  Bible 
which  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  had 
used  for  many  years. 

The  act  of  cornerstone  laying, 
of  course,  took  place  outside. 
Weather  conditions  had  become 
a  little  more  favorable.  Stu- 
dents, faculty  members  and 
visitors  stood  around  the  build- 
ing site  and  watched  from  places 
of  shelter.  President  Bowman 
placed  the  contents  in  the  box 
which  was  held  by  Mr.  Janssen, 
the  architect,  and  Mr.  Lantz,  the 
contractor.  The  box  was  ce- 
mented in  the  cornerstone  which 
reads,  "Erected  1950."  Following 
this,  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  a  member 
of  the  building  committee,  led 
in  the  prayer  of  dedication. 

The  new  chapel  will  be  a 
worship  center  for  the  entire 
campus.  It  will  be  more  than 
a  chapel  for  worship.  There  will 
be  a  room  for  private  prayer,  as 
well  as  classrooms  and  music 
practice  rooms  in  the  basement. 
The  total   cost   will  be   around 


one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars.  The  Seminary  needs  an 
additional  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  pay  for  the  building 
completely.  The  new  chapel  will 
be  a  great  blessing  to  the  young 
people  who  are  preparing  to 
serve  Christ  in  our  world. 


Personal  Work  Pays 

Florence  C.  Hebel 

Liverpool,  Pennsylvania 

IF  YOU  live  in  a  small  commu- 
nity, as  I  do,  and  have  known 
everybody  all  your  life,  you 
may  sometimes  get  discouraged. 
In  spite  of  repeated  invitations, 
there  are  people  in  the  communi- 
ty who  will  never  come  to 
church.  Some  of  them  may  start 
to  church  and  everyone  is  happy, 
but  a  very  little  thing  may  stop 
them. 

Then  an  event  like  this  hap- 
pens and  we  all  take  new  heart. 
A  student  minister  was  serving 
his  first  year  in  his  first  charge. 
His  college  work  was  heavy  and 
he  did  not  have  sufficient  time 
for  pastoral  work.  But  his  ser- 
mons were  spiritual.  He  revived 
choir  practice,  which  had  been 
disbanded.  He  tried  to  rally  the 
young  people,  though  it  was  hard 


work  because  the  high  school 
had  so  many  activities  which 
seemed  to  occupy  all  their  time. 

Then  came  decision  day;  a 
young  girl,  along  with  a  number 
of  others,  decided  she  would  join 
the  church  the  next  Sunday. 
This  girl  had  a  fine  father.  He 
came  to  church  with  his  wife, 
but  would  never  give  himself  to 
God  and  unite  with  the  church. 

The  minister  talked  to  him,  as 
all  the  preceding  ones  had  done. 
Finally,  because  he  liked  the  pas- 
tor very  much,  and  perhaps  to 
end  the  pressure,  he  promised  he 
would  be  there  on  the  next 
Sunday. 

The  minister  had  several  coun- 
try churches  at  which  he 
preached.  When  he  came  from 
an  earlier  service,  he  looked  into- 
the  church  that  this  father  at- 
tended and  saw  that  he  was  not 
present. 

He  went  directly  to  his  house 
and  talked  to  him  again.  He 
urged  the  fact  that  his  young 
daughter  was  joining,  and  asked 
how  she  could  faithfully  serve 
God  without  her  father's  exam- 
ple. Finally  he  promised  to  be 
there  in  time  to  go  forward  with 
the  others. 

The  minister  hurried  back  to 
the  church  and  began  the  serv- 
ice. One  can  imagine  how  fer- 
vently he  prayed  to  God  to  help 
this  man.  After  a  while,  the  man 
came  down  the  aisle  and  sat  by 
his  wife,  but  did  not  speak  to  her. 

Then  the  invitation  was  given 
and  he  stepped  up  with  the  oth- 
ers. 

"Twenty-five  years  I  have 
been  praying  for  him,"  she  said 
afterward.  It  was  a  happy  time 
for  the  whole  congregation. 
They  all  felt  heartened  to  work 
and  pray  harder  than  ever  for 
others  who  were  hesitating.  Per- 
sonal work  does  pay.  All  of  us 
should  be  evangelists. 
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Dale  Brown 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Photo  shows  the  flight  into  Egypt  as  portrayed  by 
a  Japanese  artist 


The  most  foolish  thing  God  ever  did,  from 

the  standpoint  of  human  wisdom,  was  to 

send  his  own  Son  into  a  world  like  that  in 

which  Jesus  was  born 


SOON  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  in  Korea,  the 
phrase  the  foolishness  of 
God  caught  my  attention  and 
continued  to  run  through  my 
mind.  It  comes  from  that 
passage  of  Paul's  letter  to  the 
Corinthian  church  in  which  he 
said,  "For  the  foolishness  of 
God  is  wiser  than  men  and  the 
weakness  of  God  is  stronger 
than  men."  One  of  the  toughest 
things  we  have  to  fight  today  is 
what  men  call  their  common 
sense.  Men  in  their  wisdom 
have  wandered  away  from  God 
because  they  have  not  been 
willing  to  put  enough  trust  in 
God's  way,  and  as  logical  as  the 
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war  may  sound  to  the  wisdom  of 
men,  the  foolishness  of  God's 
way,  the  cross,  is  still  wiser  than 
men. 

From  the  standpoint  of  human 
wisdom  about  the  most  foolish 
thing  that  God  ever  did  was  to 
send  his  Son  into  the  type  of 
world  into  which  Jesus  was 
born.  It  was  a  time  when  one 
of  the  world's  worst  dictator- 
ships held  sway,  for  in  63  B.C. 
the  Roman  general,  Pompey, 
had  brought  to  an  end  a  century 
of  Jewish  freedom.  He  ushered 
in  his  rule  by  a  terrible  massacre 
in  which  12,000  Jews  perished 
and  priests  were  slain  at  the 
altar.  Three  years  later  30,000 
Jews  were  sold  into  slavery. 
This    Roman    domination    con- 


tinued throughout  the  life  of 
Jesus  and  reached  its  climax 
when  in  70  A.D.  Jerusalem  and 
the  temple  were  completely 
destroyed.  From  the  Jews  this 
totalitarian  government  exacted 
all  kinds  of  taxes,  a  city  tax, 
house  tax,  road  tax,  water  tax, 
meat  tax  and  salt  tax.  The  result 
was  that  during  the  days  of 
Jesus  taxation  consumed  at  least 
thirty  per  cent  of  the  national 
income  and  the  standard  of 
living  in  Palestine  was  tragically 
low.  With  these  daily  reminders 
of  their  bondage  to  Rome,  the 
cup  of  bitterness  of  the  Jewish 
people  was  constantly  overflow- 
ing. 

In  such  a  world  Jesus  began, 
continued  and  ended  his  work. 


To  people  who  were  oppressed 
under  the  heels  of  a  dictatorship 
he  came  and  foolishly  taught 
that  if  a  man  would  strike  you 
on  one  cheek,  you  should  turn 
to  him  the  other  and  if  one  of 
these  Roman  soldiers  forced  you 
to  carry  his  baggage  a  mile,  you 
should  go  with  him  two  in  an 
attempt  to  win  him  by  your  very 
kindness.  It  was  to  people  who 
hated  their  oppressors  that  he 
foolishly  taught,  "Love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  you  so  that  you  may 
be  sons  of  your  Father  who  is 
in  heaven." 

The  Jewish  people  wanted  a 
leader    to    lead    them    in    open 
rebellion  against  Rome.    Jesus' 
early  popularity  may  have  been 
due  to  the  fact  that  multitudes 
thought  the  Messiah  had  come 
to  lead  their  armies  against  the 
dictators.  But  when  Jesus  began 
to  teach  as  he  did,  his  popularity 
waned  and  the  opposition  grew. 
From  the  standpoint  of  human 
wisdom  what  a  foolish  way  God 
chose  as  his  way  of  overcoming 
evil  in  the  world.    He  allowed 
his   beloved  Son  to  suffer  and 
die  in  shame  when  he  could  have 
called   down   twelve   legions   of 
angels.    God  in  his  foolishness 
chose  the  way  of  the  cross  as 
the  way  of  dealing  with  sin  of 
individual  men  and  as  the  way 
of   dealing   with   the   collective 
sins  of  the  Roman  dictatorship. 
Today,  we,  like  Jesus,  face  a 
totalitarian    dictatorship.     Does 
God's  answer  apply  to  us  today? 
Is  the  answer  of  the  cross  a  final 
answer  for  all  men,  or  was  it  an 
answer  merely  for  one  time  in 
history?   The  latter  explanation 
would  be  an  easy  way  out  except 
that    Jesus    said,    "If   any   man 
would  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny   himself   and  take  up  his 
cross  and  follow  me."    And  we 
are  told  by  the  writer  of  1  Peter 
that     Jesus     suffered     for     us, 
leaving  us  an  example  that  we 
should  follow  in  his  steps.   This 
is   a  foolish  way,   isn't   it — this 
way  of  losing  our  lives  for  Jesus' 
sake  that  we  might  save  them? 


But  let  us  remember  the  words 
of  Paul,  "The  foolishness  of 
God  is  wiser  than  men  and  the 
weakness  of  God  is  stronger 
than  men." 

During  the  first  world  war 
our  American  soldiers  went  into 
that  war  to  save  the  world  for 
democracy.  It  was  a  war  to  end 
all  wars,  a  war  to  make  the 
world  safe  for  peace.  Instead  of 
peace,  that  war  with  the  hard 
feelings  it  left,  with  its  destruc- 
tion, with  its  lowering  of  moral 
standards  paved  the  way  for  the 
kind  of  world  in  which  dictator- 
ships arise.  So  the  world  once 
again  chose  the  method  of  war 
to  save  the  world  for  democracy. 
This  was  the  slogan  all  the  way 
from  the  shores  of  North  Africa 
to  the  shores  of  Japan.  But  that 
war  did  not  save  the  world  for 
democracy.  Instead  the  poverty 
and  destruction  it  left  prepared 
the  hearts  of  men  to  receive  the 
materialistic  philosophy  of  com- 
munism. 

The  drums  of  war  are  beating 
again  and  we  are  told  that  we 
must  by  force  save  the  world  for 
democracy.  But  if  there  is  an- 
other major  war,  we  shall  not 
be  any  more  successful  in 
achieving  our  objectives  than 
we  have  been  in  the  last  two 
for  out  of  the  destruction,  the 
lowered  moral  standards,  the 
bombings  and  the  wasting  of  our 
natural  resources  which  another 
war  would  bring,  I  am  confident 
that,  as  never  before,  the  hungry 
and  suffering  people  of  the  world 
would  be  ready  to  accept  fascism 
or  communism  in  some  form. 
For  these  ideas  thrive  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  who  are  in 
need. 

Just  by  considering  the  results 
that  come  from  war,  we  can 
begin  to  understand  that  "the 
foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than 
men"  or  we  can  say,  as  does  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  that  the  way  of 
the  cross  is  "the  Way." 

Today  the  battle  against  com- 
munism cannot  be  won  on  the 
battlefields.  We  can  win  battles 
and  still  lose  if  communism  is 


accepted  in  the  minds  of  the 
peasants  of  Asia  who  work 
under  feudal  lords  whom  we 
have  too  long  supported.  The 
way  of  the  cross  is  the  unleasing 
of  such  spiritual  and  moral 
forces  in  our  world  as  to  win  the 
battle  against  communism  in  the 
minds  of  the  masses  of  people  in 
our  world. 

In  the  days  ahead  the  Chris- 
tian way,  the  way  of  Jesus,  may 
increasingly  sound  foolish  to 
men  but  let  us  always  remember 
that  "the  foolishness  of  God  is 
wiser  than  men."  Let  us  also 
remember  that  if  we  are  to  take 
Christianity  seriously  we  are 
commanded  to  take  up  our  cross 
daily  and  follow  him. 

True  As  Gospel 

IS  THERE   a  god?    Well,   Pharoh 
was    not    quite    sure.     At    times 
(  he    believed.     Then    again,     he 
doubted. 

He  was  not  really  certain  until 
he  had  ruined  the  nation,  destroyed 
his  army  and  saw  that  his  own  life 
was  forfeit. 

That  is  one  way  to  reach  a  con- 
viction. After  millions  have  died, 
after  infinite  suffering,  a  prophet 
sees  an  eternal  truth  and  writes  it 
down  to  save  those  to  come. 

By  rivers  of  blood  and  tears,  hu- 
manity has  paid  tuition  in  the  school 
of  experience  for  truth  found  in  the 
Word. 

Some  persons  believe  it.  Those 
who  do  not,  must  use  up  their  lives 
to  find  out. 

NEXT  WEEK  LOOK  FOR  THESE 

What  does  Christmas  mean  to  you? 
Read  R.  H.  Miller's  article  on  page 
3.  in  which  he  says  that  Christmas 
means  love. 

Keeping  Christmas  varies  from 
place  to  place  in  this  country.  Miss 
McDaniel  tells  about  the  Moravian 
custom  of  the  vigils  of  Christmas 
Eve  in  the  article,  Christmas  in  Beth- 
lehem, Pennsylvania. 

The  nativity  has  many  times  been 
the  subject  for  artists.  We  are  show- 
ing four  pictures  of  the  nativity  from 
four  different  periods.  You  will  note 
that  though  the  backgrounds,  the 
physical  characteristics  of  the  people 
and  the  dress  are  different  the 
pictures  all  carry  the  same  message. 
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WERE  I  in  a  position  to 
seek  the  solution  to  the 
impasse  which  exists  be- 
tween the  American  and  Soviet 
governments,  I  would  ask  that 
the  sophisticated  examine  the 
approach  of  a  very  simple  people 
— the  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Their  belief  is 
simply  this:  the  hungry  should 
be  fed,  the  naked  clothed,  the 
homeless  housed  because  they 
are  hungry,  naked  and  homeless 
and  not  because  they  are  anti- 
Communist  or  pro-Communist. 
A  young  Sudeten  refugee  ex- 
pressed this  affirmation  much 
more  eloquently  than  I  could 
when  he  wrote  to  our  director 
of  relief  (Brethren)  in  Austria: 
"When  I  was  desperately  in 
need,  I  was  referred  to  you.  You 
fed  me,  clothed  me,  sheltered 
me,  and  you  never  asked  me  if 
I  were  Catholic  or  Protestant  or 
Jew,  Communist  or  Democrat. 
To  you,  I  was  simply  a  fellow 
man  in  need  of  help.  I  thank 
God  that  I  was  directed  to  you." 

From  time  to  time,  the  Breth- 
ren bring  young  people  to 
America  to  live  in  Brethren 
homes  and  to  study  Brethren 
agricultural  practices.  Recently, 
included  in  a  Polish  delegation 
which  lived  on  these  Brethren 
farms  were  several  young  people 
who  differed  rather  markedly  in 
their  economic  philosophy  from 
their  Pennsylvania  Dutch  Re- 
publican hosts.  But  these  differ- 
ences produced  no  real  tensions. 
Actually,  the  Brethren  were 
quite  moved  by  these  young 
people  who  were  dedicated  to 
increasing  the  milk  and  egg 
production  of  Poland  in  the 
interest  of  their  fellow  men 
rather  than  for  their  own 
personal  gain. 

Today  the  fashion  seems  to  be 


Kermit   Eby* 

to  accentuate  the  differences 
rather  than  the  similarities  be- 
tween peoples.  This  has  es- 
pecially been  the  case  in  regard 
to  what  has  been  called  the 
"American  way  of  life"  as 
opposed  to  the  "Russian  way  of 
life."  Historically  both  peoples 
have  similar  backgrounds;  the 
governments  of  both  nations  had 
their  genesis  in  revolution;  and 
we  are  both  motivated  by  the 
desire  for  the  material  well- 
being  of  our  peoples.  We  could 
also  say  that  our  ultimate  goals 
are  common,  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  is  peace,  the 
economic  welfare  of  our  people, 
equality  of  opportunity,  and  a 
democratic  system  of  govern- 
ment. I  do  not  mean  to  gloss 
over  our  differences;  they  are 
very  great.  I  do,  however,  feel 
that  the  differences  can  be 
resolved  and  the  goals  attained. 
Perhaps  our  greatest  phil- 
osophical difference  is  that  we  in 
America  hold  to  the  pre-eminent 
importance  of  the  individual, 
while  the  Soviet  emphasis  is  on 
the  collective  group.  Now  even 
these  views,  I  believe,  are  not 


as  antithetical  as  they  may  first 
appear.  The  collective  group 
becomes  important  only  when  it 
can  give  full  expression  to  each 
of  its  members  and,  conversely, 
the  individual  cannot  fulfill  his 
needs  and  at  the  same  time 
neglect  the  interests  of  the 
larger  collectivity.  Both  are 
supplementary  aspects  of  the 
whole  and  neither  can  be 
achieved  without  the  other. 

But  perhaps  primary  today  in 
American-Soviet  relations  is  the 
fact  that  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  have  emerged 
as  the  two  great  powers  in  the 
world  today.  With  this  power 
has  come  grave  responsibility, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  our  duty 
to  accommodate  the  political 
differences  which  come  about  as 
a  result  of  our  separate  national 
interests.  At  this  point  it  is  my 
contention  that  the  ultimate 
resolution  of  the  problem  is 
dependent  on  the  maintenance 
of  the  conviction  that  the  prob- 
lems growing  out  of  the  Ameri- 
can-Russian impasse  must  and 
can  be  resolved.  Failure  tc^ 
resolve  it  means  the  ultimate 
and  perhaps  absolute  destruc- 
tion of  the  two  nations.   Just  as 
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Brotherhood  is  confined  within  no  boundaries;  it  exists  wherever  there 
are  men  with  the  will  to  brotherliness 


the  atomic  bomb  is  no  respecter 
of  ideologies,  it  is  also  no  re- 
specter of  national  interest. 
Specifically,  the  world  could 
easily  do  without  all  politicians 
and  would-be-statesmen  who 
accept  the  inevitability  of  war 
between  the  United  States  and 
Russia,  and  who  fail  to  seize — 
because  of  stubbornness  and 
willful  pride — each  and  every 
opportunity  for  the  negotiations 
of  existing  differences. 

As  the  dread  atomic  bomb  is 
now   the    common    property    of 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  idea  of  an  armaments 
race  for  military  superiority  is 
both    naive     and    economically 
disastrous.   I  am  convinced  both 
nations,    despite    their    tremen- 
dous   resources,    will    face    the 
same     common     dilemma  —  the 
ultimate      impoverishment      of 
their  peoples  through  the  cost 
of  war  and  preparation  for  war. 
I  do  not  know  how  much  Russia 
spends  for  bombs,  guns,  planes 
and  tanks.  I  do  know  how  much 
of   our  federal  budget   goes   to 
wars,   past    and   future:     about 
36  %    billion    dollars    out   of   44 
billion.    I  know,  too,  that  any 
talk  of  budget  balancing  which 
ignores    19    billion    dollars    in 
direct  military  costs  simply  begs 
the  question;  and  arguments  for 
the  balancing  of  the  budget  by 
cutting  social  services  are  even 
worse.    Russia  faces,  I  am  sure, 
the    very    same    problem:     re- 
sources and  energies  needed  to 
give  her  war-weary  people  the 
consumer  goods  they  need  and 
want  but  which  are  being  eaten 
away  by  the  war  machine.   Is  it 
not   far   better   to   spend  these 
billions  on  social  services  needed 
at  home  as  well  as  assisting  the 
undeveloped  areas  of  the  world? 
And  I  would  like  to  add,  must 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  agree  to  help  undeveloped 
areas  only  at  the  price  of  po- 
litical affiliation?    Cannot  these 
areas  be   allowed   to   work   out 
their     own     systems     without 
coercion  by  the  new  giants  in  the 
world? 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear   Counselor, 

Owing  to  the  housing  shortage, 
my  husband,  our  four-year-old  son 
and  I  are  at  present  living  with 
some  friends  of  ours.  In  the  home 
besides  my  friend  and  her  husband 
are  their  two  children  and  her 
mother.  It  is  just  a  temporary 
arrangement,  of  course,  until  we  can 
find  a  suitable  apartment.  I  can 
make  the  best  of  it,  but  my  husband 
is  very  dissatisfied.  We  can  find 
two-  or  three-room  apartments,  but, 
as  I  dread  the  thought  of  moving 
twice,  I  think  we  should  wait  until 
we  can  find  a  larger  one.  My 
husband  feels  we  should  go  ahead 
and  move  into  the  smaller  quarters 
even  if  it  means  moving  soon  again 
because  he  feels  where  we  are  there 
are  too  many  people  around  giving 
our  son  "different  orders"  and  it  is 
hard  on  him.  Besides,  he  says  he 
wants  to  be  in  his  own  home.  I  do 
think  our  child  is  more  fussy  than 
he  used  to  be,  but  moving  so  often 
would  be  hard  on  him  too.  I  am 
puzzled. 

Puzzled  Wife. 

Dear  Friend, 

If  I  may  be  perfectly  frank — and 
I  believe  you  want  me  to  be  —  I 
think  your  husband  is  right  to  want 
your  son  in  his  own  family  unit 
where    his    training    can    be    more 


consistent.  The  atmosphere,  impres- 
sions, and  teachings  given  a  child 
in  his  early  years  are  the  founda- 
tion for  his  later  life,  hence  so  very 
important.  We  as  parents  should 
be  willing  to  make  any  adjustments 
necessary  for  the  best  interests  of 
our  children. 

Since  you  say  you  too  notice  signs 
of  some  unwholesome  changes  in 
the  behavior  of  your  child,  I  think 
you  are  beginning  to  see  it  would 
be  better  for  him  away  from  con- 
flicting attitudes.  Moving  twice  will 
be  a  difficult  job  but,  if  you  try  to 
overcome  your  dread  of  it  and  do 
it  as  happily  as  you  can,  it  will 
not  be  nearly  so  hard  on  you  or 
your  son  as  the  results  of  continuing 
in  this  situation.  You  should  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  you  have  a 
husband  who,  because  of  his  concern 
for  his  son,  is  willing  to  go  through 
the  pains  of  moving  twice.  Men 
don't  enjoy  moving  either.  He  is 
to  be  commended  too  for  wanting 
to  look  after  his  own  family  rather 
than  be  dependent  on  others.  I 
believe  you  will  discover,  if  you 
become  unselfish  enough  to  forget 
your  own  wishes  and  think  of  the 
happiness  of  your  husband  and  son, 
things  will  work  out  for  your 
ultimate  happiness. 

Your   Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


The  program  I  would  advance 
for  a  more  peaceful  world  is 
comparatively  simple  and  need 
not  be  spelled  out: 

We  must:  (1)  continue  nego- 
tiations and  broaden  contacts 
with  each  other,  particularly  in 
those  areas  where  we  deal  with 
specific  problems  such  as  food 
and  agriculture,  health  and  wel- 
fare, conservation  and  resources; 
(2)  continue  political  negotia- 
tions which  must  deal  with 
armaments,  trade,  security,  and 
the  negotiation  of  treaties  which 
contribute  to  security;  (3)  con- 
tinue, finally,  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  strengthen  interna- 
tional organizations,  particularly 
the  United  Nations. 

These  ideas  are  not  new.   We 


have  all  heard  them  proposed 
before.  Their  achievement  de- 
pends on  American  and  Russian 
willingness  to  seek  solutions  to 
problems  which  arise,  within  the 
framework  of  law,  political  ac- 
commodation, but  not  of  force. 
Before  this  end  can  be  achieved 
we  must  be  willing  to  risk  peace. 
I  believe  as  the  Friends  do  that 
peace  is  certainly  possible.  It 
is  significant  that  the  Friends 
were  asked  to  continue  negotia- 
tions with  the  representatives  of 
the  Soviet  Union  when  the 
formal  representatives  of  the 
American  government  would  no 
longer  or  were  no  longer  willing 
to  do  so.  The  American  Friends 
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were  able  to  make  this  contribu- 
tion to  peace  because  (1)  they 
earned  through  their  ministry  in 
Europe  the  right  to  speak  and 
were  trusted  because  their  con- 
cern for  men  was  transcendent 
and  (2)  because  they  were  con- 
vinced war  is  a  greater  evil  than 
any  possible  situation  from 
which  war  comes. 

Some  six  months  after  the 
atom  bomb  destroyed  Hiro- 
shima,   I    walked    its    desolate 

KAGAWA- 


streets,  saw  the  tree  which 
looked  like  weeds  stripped 
through  the  hands  of  children, 
the  contours  of  human  bodies  on 
sidewalks.  I  listened  to  the 
natives  who  repeated  almost 
reverently,  "One  plane,  one 
bomb." 

In  conclusion,  as  the  term 
Brethren  implies,  all  men  are 
brothers,  and  brotherhood — I  am 
convinced — knows  no  political 
boundaries. 


the    man    and    his    message 


E.   F.   Sherfy 

Denton,  Maryland 


RECENTLY  it  was  my  priv- 
ilege to  attend  a  luncheon 
given  by  University  of 
North  Carolina  professors  and 
their  wives  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Toyohiko  Kagawa  of  Japan. 
This  is  the  sixth  trip  that  this 
Christian  statesman,  evangelist 
and  social  worker  has  made  to 
the  United  States.  His  last 
previous  trip  was  just  before 
Pearl  Harbor,  when  he  came  as 
an  emissary  of  goodwill  trying 
to  circumvent  war  between 
Japan  and  the  United  States. 
His  popularity  as  a  speaker  of 
world-wide  renown  may  be  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  in  1950 
he  had  to  turn  down  over  200 
calls  to  American  cities. 

Kagawa  was  born  in  Japan  in 
1888,  the  son  of  a  rich  politician 
and  a  dancing  girl.  In  his  youth 
he  was  converted  to  the  Chris- 
tian way  of  life  and  was  con- 
sequently disinherited  by  his 
father.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  to  study  and  received  his 
B.  D.  degree  at  Princeton  Sem- 
inary. After  his  conversion  and 
training  he  eschewed  a  life  of 
money-making  in  order  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  slum  people  of 
the  city  of  Kobe.  While  living 
with  these  people,  he  contracted 
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the  dreaded  disease,  trachoma, 
which  has  been  a  handicap 
during  all  his  years.  He  has  a 
devoted  wife  and  seven  children. 

In  addition  to  his  evangelistic 
work,  he  has  done  much  to 
promote  labor  unions  and  co- 
operatives in  his  native  country. 
Japan  now  has  1,500  co-opera- 
tives which  are  doing  much  to 
offset  the  high  cost  of  living  for 
the  common  people.  He  has 
helped  to  establish  many  schools 
and  Japan  now  has  a  high  rate 
of  literacy.  We  are  told  that  at 
the  end  of  World  War  II  he  was 
offered  a  position  as  a  high 
official  in  the  government  but 
he  chose  to  spend  his  life  and 
energies  in  the  work  of  re- 
habilitation, both  of  property 
and  of  lives,  helping  orphans 
and  war  refugees  and  building 
and  rebuilding  a  thousand  rural 
chapels. 

The  guiding  principle  of 
Kagawa's  life  is  "to  seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God"  with  the 
belief  that  other  things  such  as 
social  betterment,  human  uplift 
and  peace  will  come  as  a  result. 

In  an  informal  question  and 
answer  period  our  guest  said 
that  Japan,  already  overpopu- 
lated,  had  received  180,000  more 
refugees  from  Korea  in  one 
month.    Japan  had  at  one  time 


sent  65%  of  her  commerce  to 
China.  She  now  needs  new 
markets  and  new  territory  for 
expansion.  Kagawa  has  been  to 
Australia  to  seek  territory  for 
colonization  of  his  people. 

I  asked  him  about  Bibles  and 
Testaments.  He  said  that  they 
had  recently  gotten  response  to 
General  MacArthur's  plea  for 
these  books  to  the  extent  of  ten 
million  Bibles,  Testaments  and 
Gospels  but  that  still  the  people 
are  asking  for  more  —  their 
pagan  religions  no  longer  satisfy. 

In  answer  to  a  question  about 
these  other  religions  he  said, 
"Only  Christianity  takes  an 
interest  in  social  uplift  and  good 
government." 

According  to  Dr.  Kagawa  the 
Japanese  people  have  faith  in 
General  MacArthur  and  in 
democracy.  He  thinks  that  com- 
munism has  little  chance  there. 
The  Japanese  people  are  glad 
for  the  right  of  franchise  and 
they  use  it.  They  have  faith  in 
and  hopes  for  the  United  Na- 
tions. Kagawa's  thinking  is  well 
stated  in  a  brief  quotation  from 
his  latest  book  of  meditations: 
"The  progress  of  civilization 
requires  that  those  in  the 
vanguard  become  victims  in 
order  that  the  masses  may 
follow  them."  (He  was  im- 
prisoned three  times  during  this 
last  war.)  "Forerunners  who 
lead  the  procession  are  always 
likely  to  be  misunderstood  and 
persecuted.  But  they  must  show 
patience  and  endurance  and 
demonstrate  forgiving,  redeem- 
ing love.  The  destruction  of 
one's  enemy  retards  one's  own 
and  everybody's  progress.  So 
the  more  perfect  society  can  be 
established  only  by  those  who 
strive  to  redeem  their  enemies 
instead  of  exterminating  them." 

When  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
shake  hands  with  Dr.  Kagawa 
at  the  close  of  the  conference,  I 
told  him  I  represented  the 
church  who  had  sent  goats  to 
Japan.  He  expressed  his  ap- 
preciation for  these  goats  and 
said  Japan  needed  even  more, 
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transmute 
babies. 


it     into     milk     for 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  niinois. — Editor. 


Cigarettes  for  Our  Children 

Continued  from  page  7 

plagued  with  the  problem  of 
"trading  cards."  These  first  ap- 
peared at  school  supply  centers 
and  candy  stores  as  innocent 
packs  of  pictures.  Anyone  with 
a  little  understanding,  however, 
could  easily  identify  them  as 
defective  playing  cards,  which 
had  been  printed  only  on  the 
picture  side  when  they  had  been 
run  through  the  press.  For  some 
reason,  the  idea  of  collecting  and 
matching  these  pictures  struck  a 
responsive  note  with  youngsters, 
and  almost  overnight  they  went 
berserk  in  buying  the  fifteen  and 
twenty-five  cent  packages  of 
"trading  cards." 

Then  a  change  began  to  take 
place  in  the  "trading  card" 
package  which  up  to  this  time 
even  the  Christian  parent  had 
little  grounds  for  forbidding. 
That  was  the  appearance  within 
the  packages  of  a  few  fully 
printed  playing  cards  with 
spades,  hearts,  diamonds,  or 
clubs  on  the  once  blank  sides. 

Reaction  was  immediate.  Now 
children  wanted  nothing  but  the 
real  cards.  Within  the  past  two 
months  I  have  kept  an  accurate 
account  of  the  children  who 
have  rung  my  doorbell  asking 
for  one  or  more  cards  to  add  to 
their  collection.  As  one  group 
of  five  told  me,  their  ages 
ranging  from  nine  to  twelve, 
"We  don't  want  the  old  'trading 
cards.'  We  want  the  real  cards, 
so  we  can  get  enough  together 
for  a  deck." 

Pure  coincidence  that  these 
full-fledged  playing  cards  sud- 
denly turned  up  in  innocent 
trading  card  packages?  I  don't 
think  so,  and  neither  do  you.  It 
is  far  more  likely  that  we  can 
brand  this  a  calculated  move  on 
the  part  of  the  playing  card 
manufacturers  to  create  an  early 


Meditations.  Toyohiko  Kagawa. 
Harper,  1950.    101  pages.    $1.25. 

Within  the  covers  of  this  small 
book  are  one  hundred  and  one  brief 
but  pointed  meditations  from  the  pen 
of  the  devoted  and  humble  Japanese 
Christian.  The  shining  light  of  truth 
glows  through  the  author's  words  to 
penetrate  the  darkness  of  contempo- 
rary life.  The  reader  stops  still  in 
his  pathway  to  ponder  the  power 
of  those  words,  and  then  discovers 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  each  medi- 
tation there  are  in  parentheses  the 
book,  chapter  and  verse  from  the 
New  Testament  (some  from  the  Old) 
in  which  this  thoughtful  student  of 
the  Bible  and  of  life  found  the  truth. 
We  have  not  discovered  the  power 
of  love  which  Kagawa  uproots  from 
the  New  Testament  because  we  have 
not  searched  long  enough  and  dili- 
gently enough.  "Such  religion  as  is 
merely  preached  by  mouth  and 
heard  by  outer  ears  will  soon  be 
denied.  The  genuine  gospel  is  the 
religion  which  is  preached  by  love. 
.  .  .  Love  is  the  substance  that  per- 
sists through  all  change.  ...  If  our 
human  societies  are  to  evolve,  all  of 
us  must  practice  from  this  very 
moment  the  rule  of  nonresistance  by 


every  means  at  our  disposal."  Here 
is  rich  food  and  drink  for  daily 
spiritual  growth. — Edith  Barnes. 

The  Gospel  in  Hymns.  Albert 
Edward  Bailey.  Scribner's.  600 
pages.  $6.00. 

Readers  of  Horizons  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  sample  this  book  in 
a  series  of  articles,  Great  Hymn 
Writers,  which  appeared  during  the 
past  year.  The  author  has  selected 
for  study  313  hymns  which  appear 
most  frequently  in  10  of  the  best- 
known  Protestant  church  hymnals. 
He  has  given  careful  attention  to 
the  interpretation  of  each  hymn 
and  presents  many  interesting 
facts  concerning  its  authorship. 
Also  he  has  described  the  social, 
political  and  religious  situations 
out  of  which  the  great  hymns 
have  arisen.  Although  the  author 
has  allowed  some  of  his  own  prej- 
udices to  intrude  unnecessarily  into 
the  discussion  of  some  hymns,  his 
volume  is  still  so  comprehensive  in 
scope  and  rich  in  information  that 
it  belongs  in  every  church  library 
and  in  the  personal  libraries  of  all 
who  have  occasion  to  interpret  the 
great  hymns. — Kenneth  I.  Morse. 


interest  in  card  playing  among 
children. 

These  are  the  facts.  If  you 
doubt  them,  simply  visit  your 
nearest  candy  counter  and  see 
for  yourself. 

•  Next  question  is,  "What  can 
we  do  about  it?"  This  is  not 
easy  to  answer.  As  Christians 
we  can,  of  course,  provide 
wholesome  candy  for  our  chil- 
dren in  forms  other  than  ciga- 
rettes and  cigars.  We  can  also 
see  that  miniature  bottles  of 
beer  and  whisky  find  no  place 
in  our  homes.  We  can  suggest 
other  collection  hobbies  than 
"trading  cards." 

But  we  are  still  avoiding  the 
nub  of  the  problem.  Unless  we 
as  Christians  become  indignant 
at  the  liberties  which  the  com- 
mercial and  worldly  interests 
take  in  attempting  to  seduce  our 
children  and  young  people  to 
their  ways,  we  shall  continue  to 


fight  a  losing  battle  against  sin. 

We  must  be  bold.  We  must 
speak  out  against  commercial 
industry  that  attempts  to  de- 
grade the  morals  of  our  young- 
sters by  enslaving  them  to 
harmful  habits.  We  must  speak 
out  in  our  churches  and  Sunday 
schools.  We  must  voice  our 
protest  in  our  women's  organiza- 
tions, in  public  schools,  and  in 
the  press. 

We  can  protest  to  the  stores 
which  aid  in  the  distribution  of 
these  products.  We  can  com- 
plain directly  to  manufacturers 
of  the  objectionable  merchan- 
dise. 

As  Christians,  we  can  no 
longer  keep  silent  on  moral 
issues  like  this.  The  future  of 
our  homes,  our  churches,  our 
nation  is  at   stake. 

Let   us   do   it   now. 
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On  Nov.  30  President  Truman  said  in  his 
press  conference  that  the  United  States  is 
considering  using  the  atomic  bomb  in  the 
Korean  war.  Ora  Huston  of  Brethren  Service 
suggests  that  this  is  a  good  time  to  write  to 
the  President  about  this.  He  should  be  en- 
couraged to  use  peaceful  means  to  settle  this 
and  other  conflicts.  Write  him  today  to  express 
your  views.  Address,  White  House,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

A  number  of  Brethren  are  urging  a  nation- 
wide prayer  vigil  to  avert  world  war  and 
bring  peace.  An  organized  movement  would 
require  time,  but  local  groups  could  take  the 
initiative  and  begin  at  once. 


First  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  observed  the  fifty-sev- 
enth anniversary  of  its  Sunday  school  with  a  home- 
coming on  Oct.  29.  The  speakers  for  the  three  services 
included  Roy  D.  Boaz,  J.  H.  Murray,  C.  E.  Trout,  Ralph 
E.  White  and  Mayor  Roy  E.  Webber. 

Owen  and  Celia  Shanksier  arrived  in  Nigeria,  West 
Africa,  on  Nov.  9,  1950,  where  they  will  be  stationed  at 
the  Asaba  Rural  Training  Centre,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  Their  address  is 
%  Rural  Training  Centre,  Asaba,  Nigeria,  British  West 
Africa. 

The  interior  of  the  Amwell  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
near  Sergeantsville,  N.  J.,  was  completely  destroyed 
by  fire  on  Nov.  16.  The  Amwell  church,  which  is  the 
only  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  New  Jersey,  is  the  third 
in  order  of  history  in  the  Brotherhood.  The  building 
was  200  years  old. 


Wayne  E.  Wheeler  of  218  S.  Holmes  St.,  Lansing  12, 
Mich.,  has  changed  his  street  address  to  535  Norman  St., 
Lansing  10.    Will  correspondents  please  note? 

David  B.  Yeaiter,  formerly  of  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary, Chicago,  111.,  moved  to  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
on  Dec.  15.  He  may  now  be  addressed  at  9th  and  Har- 
rison, North  Manchester. 

Standing  Committee  delegates  from  Southeastern 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern  New  York  and  Northern  Dela- 
ware are  B.  F.  Waltz  and  A.  S.  Alderfer.  The  alternates 
are  John  S.  Landis  and  Roland  L.  Howe. 

The  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  is  publishing 
a  history  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  that  district. 
The  book  will  be  a  very  valuable  one  and  no  second 
edition  will  be  published.   It  will  sell  for  about  $4.00. 

More  than  seventy  persons,  ranging  from  a  police 
patrolman  to  ranking  diplomats  and  government  offi- 
cials, participated  in  a  Gospel  reading  marathon  recent- 
ly in  Washington,  D.  C.  Sponsored  by  the  Washington 
City  Bible  Society,  the  marathon  lasted  twenty-one 
hours.  Scores  of  persons  were  in  attendance  throughout 
the  day  as  the  New  Testament  was  read  from  beginning 
to  end  by  readers  who  worked  in  fifteen-minute  shifts. 
The  first  such  event  ever  held  in  the  nation's  capital, 
it  was  designed  as  a  "unique  testimonial  to  America's 
reverence  for  the  Bible  as  the  source  of  faith  by  which 
the  nation  lives." 

President  Truman,  in  a  White  House  ceremony, 
signed  a  huge  two-volume  "Good  Will  Book"  which 
the  American  Bible  Society  is  sending  to  the  Japan 
Bible  Society.  The  Presdent's  was  the  last  of  33,466 
signatures  which  came  from  more  than  14,000  cities, 
towns  and  villages  in  every  state,  as  well  as  the  District 
of  Columbia,  Hawaii  and  Alaska  and  fifteen  foreign 
countries.  The  signers  have  contributed  to  a  fund  which 
will  enable  the  Japan  Bible  Society  to  print  and  dis- 
tribute 4,700,000  Scriptures  in  the  Japanese  language. 
It  would  seem  now  that  the  goal  to  send  10,000,000 
Scriptures  to  the  Japanese  by  the  end  of  1951  will  be 
exceeded  by  about  2,000,000. 
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Religious  groups  were  successful  in  defeating  a 
number  of  measures  which  they  opposed  in  the  Nov.  7 
elections.  Proposals  for  legalized  gambling  in  four 
states,  California,  Arizona,  Montana  and  Massachusetts, 
were  defeated.  South  Carolina  voted  to  abolish  its  poll 
tax  as  a  requirement  for  voting.  In  Georgia,  a  proposal 
to  hold  all  elections  on  the  county  unit  system  rather 
than  on  the  basis  of  popular  vote  was  defeated. 

Word  has  just  come  of  the  death  of  Sister  J.  M. 
Blough  on  Dec.  2  at  Martinsburg,  Pa.  Memorial  services 
were  held  in  the  Martinsburg  church  at  2:30  p.m.  on 
Dec.  5  and  at  Maple  Spring  church  near  Jerome,  Pa., 
at  2:30  p.m.,  on  Dec.  6.  Sister  Anna  Detweiler  Blough 
went  to  India  in  1903  and  served  for  forty-six  years. 
Hers  was  a  long  and  useful  life  and  she  was  loved  as 
a  mother  by  all  the  Indian  people.  Further  word  con- 
cerning her  life  and  service  will  appear  in  a  later  issue. 

Premarriage  and  postmarriage  counseling  was  en- 
dorsed as  a  step  toward  the  solution  of  America's 
divorce  problem  in  a  report  adopted  by  the  general 
conference  of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 
The  report  warned  youths  to  consider  "long  and  well, 
the  difficulties  of  mixed  marriages,  Catholic  and  Prot- 
estant, Christian  and  non-Christian,"  and  that  "in  far 
too  many  cases,  marriages  have  been  made  on  the  basis 
of  physical  attraction  and  exaggerated  romanticism." 
The  report  said  that  the  home  should  be  responsible 
for  sex  education,  but  that  if  it  failed,  "then  the  church 
must  assist." 

The  1951  Parshad  Youth  Week  awards,  sponsored  by 
the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement,  will  be  made 
available  to  thirty-seven  Protestant  young  people.  The 
purpose  of  the  awards,  in  addition  to  providing 
educational  training  for  Christian  youth,  is  to  center 
the  thinking  of  young  people  upon  Christian  leadership 
and  to  stimulate  them  in  rendering  Christian  service 
to  their  communities.  The  scholarships  include  one 
national  award  of  $400  a  year  for  four  years  at  any 
college,  seven  regional  awards  of  $250  a  year  for  four 
years  at  any  college,  five  awards  of  $100  each  and 
various  smaller  awards.  The  total  scholarship  value 
is  $10,200.  Several  Brethren  youth  have  won  regional 
scholarships  in  the  past. 


Theme:   Deepening   and  Shoring   the  Christian  Life 


An  award  which  will  recognize  outstanding  work 
by  4-H  Club  members  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Lu- 
theran denominations.  The  award,  in  the  form  of  a 
medal,  will  be  given  to  club  members  who  fulfill  certain 
requirements  of  service  to  their  organization  and  to 
the   church. 

American  teachers  have  the  duty  to  provide  a  safe- 
guard against  the  onslaughts  of  Communism  by  foster- 
ing a  "stalwart  and  vital  faith  in  God"  in  the  minds 
of  the  nation's  children,  Francis  B.  Sayre,  United  States 
representative  on  the  United  Nations  Trusteeship 
Council,  said. 

A  suggestion  to  President  Truman  by  thirteen-year- 
old  Linda  Keller,  a  junior  high  school  student  in  Hyatts- 
ville,  Md.,  that  radio  stations  pause  daily  at  noon  and 
that  listeners  everywhere  pray  for  peace  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  five  radio  stations  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  is 
rapidly  spreading  to  other  parts  of  the  nation. 

The  role  of  the  church  in  the  world's  economic  life 
was  probed  at  a  special  conference  on  the  Church  and 
Economic  Life,  called  by  the  Church  Federation  of 
Greater  Chicago.  Among  the  speakers  were  Senator 
Paul  H.  Douglas  of  Illinois;  Walter  Reuther,  president 
of  the  United  Auto  Workers,  and  Noel  Sargent,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufac- 
turers. 

Hopewell  church,  Va.,  dedicated  the  Patsy  Power 
Memorial  organ  on  Dec.  3,  1950.  The  program  of  the 
day  included  a  sacred  concert  by  Miss  Ruth  Weybright 
of  the  Bridgewater  College  faculty;  music  by  Mrs.  John 
T.  Glick,  Jr.,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the  church  choir; 
morning  worship  in  charge  of  Bro.  O.  S.  Garber,  elder 
of  the  church;  and  the  dedication  service  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  James  L.  Houff.  The  organ  is  a  memorial  to  a 
nine-year-old  girl  who  died  of  brain  tumor  in  June 
1949.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church  and  showed 
great  faith  and  courage  during  her  illness. 

The  ICU  youth  essay  contest,  conducted  by  the 
Japan  International  Christian  University  Foundation, 
Inc.,  which  is  open  to  all  young  people  who  have  voted 
for  "peace  and  goodwill"  during  the  1950  campaign  for 
funds  for  the  university  and  signed  the  youth  roster 
will  close  at  midnight  on  Dec.  31,  1950.  Winners  of  the 
contest  will  be  the  young  man  and  young  woman,  aged 
eighteen  to  twenty-four,  who  write  the  best  speeches 
of  presentation  of  the  scroll  of  these  voters  to  the 
people  of  Japan,  and  the  boy  and  girl,  aged  thirteen  to 
seventeen,  who  submit  the  best  essays  on  the  subject, 
Why  I  Contributed  to  the  ICU  Campaign  and  Signed 
the  Roster.  The  two  writers  of  the  best  speeches  will 
be  given  an  all-expense  round  trip  to  Japan;  the  writers 
of  the  two  best  essays  will  receive  $500  government 
savings  bonds.  More  than  50,000  young  people  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  its  possessions  have 
contributed  at  least  $50,000  toward  the  ICU  Fund 
during   1950. 

La  Verne  College 

Home-coming  at  La  Verne  College  was  well  attended 
by  alumni  and  friends  of  the  college.  Queen  Dolores 
Cook  of  Pasadena  reigned  during  ceremonies  which  in- 
cluded a  colorful  parade.    She  was  attended  by  Joan 


Frick  of  Bella  Vista,  Donna  Binkley  of  Van  Nuys,  and 
Betty  Gilberg  of  Alberta,  Canada. 

But  Not  Goodby,  the  home-coming  play,  was  given  on 
Nov.  10  and  11,  before  enthusiastic  audiences.  Directed 
by  Miss  Dorothy  Dupler,  the  play  featured  the  acting 
of  comedians  Ralph  Click  and  Eldon  Eller,  both  of 
Wenatchee,    Wash. 

Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities 
in  1951  listed  the  names  of  six  La  Verne  College  stu- 
dents. On  the  basis  of  scholarship,  leadership  and  serv- 
ice, Edmond  Dunahoo  of  Covina,  Virginia  Davis  of 
Elgin,  111.,  Neva  Jo  Eisenbise  of  Pasadena,  Barbara 
Johnson  of  Oakland,  Arlene  Johnson  of  Live  Oak  and 
Phyllis  Sayre  of  Empire  were  selected  for  the  honor. 

President  Fasnacht  recently  made  a  two-week  tour 
of  the  Northwest.  The  high  light  of  the  trip  was  his 
address  on  Marginal  Loyalties  at  the  closing  session  of 
the  Washington  district  conference  held  at  Seattle. 
Other  churches  visited  were  Sacramento  and  Live  Oak, 
Calif.;  Springfield,  Weston,  and  Albany,  Oregon;  and 
Lakewood,  Wenatchee  and  Yakima,  Wash. 

Thanksgiving  vacation  found  La  Verne  College  ac- 
tive in  a  wide  field.  The  Student  Christian  Association 
was  represented  by  seven  students  at  the  Brethren 
S.C.M.  annual  meeting  held  at  Bridgewater  College. 
The  chapel  choir  made  a  tour  giving  programs  in  the 
McFarland,  Fresno,  Raisin,  Laton  and  Bakersfield 
churches.  The  football  team  played  in  the  Lindsay 
Olive  Bowl,  where  the  Leopards  won  over  Porterville 
Junior  College  38  to  20. 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for  the  W.  I.  T.  Hoover 
Memorial  Library  will  take  place  on  Jan.  7,  1951.  Finan- 
cial  gifts   are   still   being   made   for  the   library   fund. 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  added  to  the  Piney  Creek  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sipesville  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Reading  church,  Ohio. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Del. 

Two  added  to  the  English  Prairie  church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Lake  Ridge  church,  N.  Y. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Markleysburg  church,  Pa. 

One  received  by  letter  in  the  Canton  church,  111. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Little  Swatara  congregation,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Sterling 
church,  111. 

Four  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Carlisle 
church,  Pa. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Freeburg 
church,  Ohio. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Woodland 
church,  Mich. 

Nine  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Woodbury 
congregation,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Jenners- 
ville  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Newport 
News  church,  Va. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  17 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Victorious  Daily  Living. — 2  Cor.  11:16- 
33;  12:7-10;  Phil.  3:4-11;  2  Tim.  4;  James  1:2-4.  Memory  Selec- 
tion: Count  it  all  joy,  my  brethren,  when  you  meet  various 
trials,  for  you  know  that  the  testing  of  your  faith  produces 
steadfastness.  And  let  steadfastness  have  its  full  effect,  that  you 
may  be  perfect  and  complete,  lacking  in  nothing.  James  1:2-3 
(R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  December,   Tremendous   Trifles. 
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I  VOLUNTEERED  FOR  A  YEAR 


Marie  Yoder 

Souderton,  Pennsylvania 

Miss  Marie  Yoder,  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  volunteered  for  a  year  of 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service.  This 
article  first  appeared  in  Youth,  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church's 
paper  for  young  people,  and  is  re- 
printed with  their  permission.  Nat- 
urally we  are  happy  for  this  good 
word  about  B.V.S. 


DURING  last  winter  when  the 
Philadelphia  Youth  Cabinet 
sponsored  trips  to  New  Wind- 
sor, Md.,  the  Church  World  Service 
and  Brethren  relief  center,  to  pack 
clothes  for  overseas  relief,  those  at 
the  center  told  us  of  their  program 
in  which  a  young  person  could 
volunteer  a  year  of  service  (being 
paid  $7.50  a  month)  working  in 
migrant  camps,  institutions,  home 
missions  or  other  projects. 

Twenty-three  young  people,  from 
all  over  the  United  States,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
with  the  exception  of  four  of  us, 
started  our  two-month  training  at 
New  Windsor  in  September  1949. 
We  were  the  fifth  training  unit  as 
this  program  was  just  one  year  old 
at  that  time.  Training  periods  start 
in  September,  December,  March 
and  June.  During  training,  the 
fourfold  life  of  work,  worship, 
study  and  play  was  stressed  and 
planned  in  our  daily  schedule.  In 
addition  to  our  regular  activities  we 
visited  Washington,  D.  C,  and  a 
state  mental  hospital,  and  we  con- 
ducted several  services  in  near-by 
churches.  Two  days  before  we  left 
New  Windsor,  we  were  assigned  to 
our  projects.  Several  girls  are  now 
working  in  the  Woman's  Federal 
Reformatory  in  West  Virginia,  one 
girl  is  teaching  Chinese  war  brides 
in  Chicago  to  speak  English.  Volun- 
teers have  charge  of  a  nursery  in 
the  migrant  camps  in  Florida  and 
others  are  helping  to  build  a  school 
and  church  in  Texas  for  the  Mexican 


people.  Some  of  our  members  are 
in  Kassel,  Germany,  working  on 
the  rehabilitation  program  in  that 
city,  and  others  of  us  are  on  home 
mission  projects  in  Oregon,  Louisi- 
ana, Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
New  and  different  projects  are 
opening  all  the  time  as  more  volun- 
teers are  giving  their  service.  The 
philosophy  of  Brethren  Service  is 
to  assist  where  help  is  most  needed 
regardless  of  race,  color  or  creed; 
so  you  can  see  there  would  be 
almost  any  type  of  work  in  this 
program  that  would  interest  young 
people. 

Marian  Fowler  of  Altoona,  Pa., 
and  I  are  working  in  a  rural 
community  near  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C,  in 
which  the  minister  has  been  inactive 
for  the  last  few  years  because  of 
old  age  and  in  which  interest  in  all 
church  activities  had  dropped  con- 
siderably during  the  recent  rebuild- 
ing in  November.  When  we  arrived 
in  November,  the  only  organization 
was  the  ladies'  aid  and  the  church 
had  a  Sunday-school  attendance  of 
about  fifty  people,  with  preaching 
once  a  month  when  a  minister  from 
a  church  sixty  miles  away  came  to 
conduct  the  service. 

Our    first    job    was    to    become 


acquainted  with  the  people  in  the 
community;  our  visiting,  which  we 
still  do  about  four  afternoons  a 
week,  proved  very  interesting  as  we 
learned  of  the  customs  of  these 
people  which  differed  from  ours. 
We  are  now  accustomed  to  listening 
to  the  local  folk  music,  to  seeing 
men  and  women  "dip  snuff,"  and  to 
eating  corn  bread  and  biscuits. 

Because  there  were  quite  a  few 
children  in  the  community,  "story 
hour"  and  club  became  a  regular 
Saturday  afternoon  event.  During 
June  we  conducted  a  two-week 
Bible  school  with  an  average 
attendance  of  thirty  children,  and 
this  summer  for  the  first  time  a  few 
spent  a  week  at  their  church  camp 
in  Virginia. 

The  congregation  knew  only 
about  thirty  hymns  and  we  felt  a 
choir  should  be  organized.  Although 
they  have  done  very  little  part 
singing,  they  have  really  shown 
interest  in  learning  many  new 
hymns.  The  young  people  became 
organized  during  Youth  Week  and 
since  then  they  have  been  quite 
active  in  helping  to  clean  the 
church,  and  raising  money  to  pay 
the  debt  on  the  building.  They  have 
also    had    several    parties    for    the 
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Two  volunteers.  Marian  Fowler  (left)  and  Marie  Yoder,  the  author  oi  this  article,  meet 

their   new   landlady   as   they   prepare   to   move   in   with    a   family   in    Mt.    Airy.   North 

Carolina,  where  they  will  give  a  year  of  service  helping  the  local  church 


whole  church  and  they  help  conduct 
our  Sunday  night  church  services. 
Along  with  the  work  at  this 
church,  we  travel  twenty  miles  a 
month  to  another  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  have  charge  of  their 
youth  meeting.  We  have  also 
helped  the  district  youth  cabinet 
plan  its  spring  banquet  and  week- 
end camp. 


We  feel  that  we  have  been  able  to 
help  these  people  in  some  ways,  and 
we  ourselves  have  grown  mentally 
and  spiritually  through  our  many 
new  experiences  this  year. 

More  and  more  young  people 
should  give  their  time  and  talents 
to  spread  the  Christian  message  not 
only  in  words  but  in  deeds.  You, 
too,  can  be  a  Volunteer! 


Plans    for   Korea   Relief 

At  the  request  of  Brethren  Serv- 
ice the  General  Brotherhood  Board 
has  authorized  relief  work  in  Korea. 
It  is  to  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
the  way  opens  for  private  agencies 
to  enter  Korea.  We  do  not  know 
how  soon  that  will  be,  but  contribu- 
tions for  Korea  will  be  accepted 
now.    Watch  for  further  news. 


General   Brotherhood   Board  Statements 


AT  its  fall  meeting,  Nov.  6-9,  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
officially  adopted  statements 
on  the  United  Nation's  police  action 
in  Korea  and  on  the  developing  civil 
defense  program. 

These  statements  were  prepared 
and  adopted  at  the  request  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Commission.  Both 
Korea  and  the  Civil  Defense  Pro- 
gram present  problems  to  those  who 
hold  to  the  traditional  Brethren 
peace  position,  and  there  have  been 
numerous  requests  for  advice  and 
guidance.  The  statements  are  pre- 
sented here  as  adopted. 

Statement  on  Civil  Defense 

The  proposed  Civil  Defense  Pro- 
gram, if  carried  through  as  planned, 
will  affect  most  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  cites  of  5,000  and 
over.  There  are  some  values  in  this 
program  which  we  commend.  How- 
ever, we  are  deeply  concerned 
about  the  aspects  of  fear  and 
commitment  to  a  military  policy 
which  seem  to  be  the  directive 
purposes  of  the  over-all  plan. 

1.  We,  therefore,  urge  our  people 
to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
Civil  Defense  Program  in  their 
communities.  At  the  same  time, 
they  are  to  be  on  their  guard  against 
the  unchristian  aspects  of  the 
program. 

2.  We  recommend  that  in  commu- 
nities where  the  Civil  Defense 
Program  is  or  will  be  effective  that 
Brethren  congregations  call  a  meet- 
ing of  their  members  to  consider  the 
implications  of  the  program.  In 
some  instances  the  church  will  want 
to  co-operate  with  certain  aspects  of 
civilian  defense.  They  may  desire 
to  use  their  influence  to  change 
some  aspects  of  the  program.  Some 
churches  may  desire  to  register 
their  own  membership  and  work  as 
a  unit.  At  all  times  they  will  want 
to  seek  opportunities  for  creative 
criticism      of      the      military      and 


pseudo-patriotic      aspects      of      the 
program. 

3.  We  further  recommend  that 
where  there  is  need  and  opportunity 
Brethren  work  outside  the  Civil 
Defense  Program  and  build  a 
program  of  greater  value  and  more 
in  harmony  with  the  Christian 
witness.  Our  strategy  should  include 
helping  neglected  groups  first,  such 
as  civilians,  national  minorities — 
Negroes,  Jews,  etc.,  dependents  of 
conscientious  objectors,  dependents 
of  persons  under  suspicion,  etc. 

4.  Congregations  should  share 
their  experiences  with  Brethren 
Service.  B.S.C.  will  serve  as  a 
clearing  house  to  inform  the  church 
of  worth-while  activities  and  make 
further  recommendations  from  time 
to  time. 

Statement  on  "Police 
Action"  in  Korea 

The  military  action  by  the  United 
Nations  in  Korea  has  been  called 
the  first  instance  of  police  action 
by  an  international  organization 
against  aggression.  It  deserves 
study,  as  it  raises  new  problems 
and  new  responsibilities  for  those 
who  on  religious  grounds  hold  to 
the  conscientious  objector's  position 
against  war. 

Most  Brethren  desire  a  world 
organization  of  nations  which  will 
prevent  unjust  actions  by  individual 
nations  or  groups  of  them.  And 
Brethren  have  supported  the  United 
Nations  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
prove  to  be  the  beginning  of  such 
a  world  organization.  The  Korean 
campaign,  however,  and  particular- 
ly terming  it  a  police  action,  has  led 
to  much  confusion  in  the  minds  of 
the  public;  and  it  calls  for  a  clarifi- 
cation of  the  main  issues  and 
a  restatement  of  the  Brethren 
position. 

We  recognize  the  many  construc- 
tive achievements  •  of  the  UN, 
notably  the  action  in  the  Palestinian 
dispute,  in  Indonesia  and  elsewhere. 


We  have  held  great  hope  that  these 
nonviolent  methods  might  be  devel- 
oped and  further  perfected  through 
more  years  of  experience.  Also  we 
have  hoped  that  such  offers  of 
mediation  as  that  of  Prime  Minister 
Nehru  might  be  acted  upon. 

In  contrast  to  a  sincere  co-opera- 
tion on  world  problems,  we  must 
recognize  the  Korean  difficulty  as 
a  result  of  the  power  struggle 
between  USA  and  USSR. 

However  laudable  the  purposes  of 
the  Korean  action  by  UN,  the 
conflict  has  taken  on  the  essential 
features  of  war.  The  intent  is  to  use 
violent  methods  to  destroy  sufficient 
human  life  and  property  until  one 
party  surrenders  to  superior  mili- 
tary might.  Furthermore,  in  the 
conflict  it  wreaks  vengeance  not 
only  on  the  offending  leaders  of  the 
nations,  but  destroys  human  life 
systematically  and  almost  indis- 
criminatingly  to  force  the  enemy  to 
submission.  In  its  waste  of  human 
life  and  property,  in  the  hatred  it 
produces,  in  its  futility,  and  in  its 
tendency  to  further  involvement, 
this  war  looks  essentially  like  every 
other  war — even  though  it  may  be 
different  in  purpose. 

Convinced  that  God  is  love  and 
every  person  of  measureless  worth, 
and  also  determined  to  follow  our 
Lord  who  taught  not  to  kill,  not  to 
resist  him  that  is  evil,  and  not  even 
to  hate,  the  Brethren  find  it  impos- 
sible to  sanction  the  use  of  military 
action  under  any  banner.  We  would 
not  do  evil  in  order  that  good  may 
result.  We  must  not  inflict  suffering 
or  hardship  on  any  people  in  the 
hope  of  doing  greater  good  to  a 
larger  number. 

In  order  not  to  become  selfish 
with  our  favored  situation,  nor  to 
avoid  responsibility  for  our  suffering 
fellow  men,  we  accept  as  our  duty 
of  sacrifice  to  help  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  war,  and  to  help  rebuild 
the   world   on   a   better  foundation. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


THIS  BUSINESS 
OF  LEADERSHIP 


Wilma  S.  Lewis 

Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania 


QUESTIONING  persons  in  lead- 
ership positions  in  the  church 
justifies  one  in  believing 
readily  that  there  is  no  set  formula 
which  will  prove  effective  in 
motivating  individuals  to  action. 
However,  the  same  questioning 
reveals  that  there  are  many  specific 
aids  along  the  way. 

THEY  MUST  KNOW  WHAT  THEY 
BELIEVE 

One  who  is  a  leader  must  have  a 
definite  conviction  —  a  basic  belief 
about  God.  All  too  often  we  assume 
that  persons  have  made  an  easy 
transition  from  their  childhood 
concept  of  God  to  another  which 
will  prove  sufficient  in  questioning 
years.  If  one  is  confused  in  his  own 
thinking  it  is  doubtful  if  he  will 
exert  much  effort  toward  helping 
others  to  grow. 

One  young  person  said  recently, 
"I  don't  read  the  Bible  any  more 
because  I  do  not  find  any  meaning 
in  it."  Scripture  reading  can  become 
a  routine  for  adults,  too,  just  as 
church  attendance  has  become  for 
some. 

It  may  seem  elementary  to  go 
back  to  basic  convictions,  but  I 
believe  that  we  would  solve  some 
leadership  problems  if  we  would  be 
willing  to  start  right  there.  Some- 
times in  camp,  for  instance,  in 
morning  watch  we  sing  a  song,  read 
some  Scripture,  pray,  make  a  few 
suggestions,  and  then  ask  the  young 
people  to  go  apart  and  meditate. 
And  how  often  we  discover  that 
many  do  not  know  where  to  begin 
in  their  meditation.  Sharing  the 
thoughts  at  the  close  of  such  a 
period  of  silence  often  reveals  that 
the  thoughts  have  not  been  directed 
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to  the  highest  possible  levels.  More 
teaching,  we  are  learning,  would  be 
very  helpful  at  this  point. 

It  is  probable  that  we  lose 
potential  leadership  along  the  way 
because  we  hesitate  discussing  the 
values  which  mean  most. 

A  FEW  GUIDEPOSTS 

Since  the  methods  of  motivation 
are  apparently  very  varied,  sugges- 
tions are  listed  here  which  have 
proved  successful  in  different  places. 
Some  of  these  may  not  have  been 
tried  in  your  group.  If  given  an 
opportunity,  they  may  be  effective. 

1.  Provide  Fellowship.  Try  having 
the  leaders  in  the  local  church  group 
meet  in  a  fellowship,  and  discuss 
their  basic  beliefs.  If  they  cannot 
talk  openly  of  their  convictions  and 
pray  together,  it  is  scarcely  worth 
while  to  proceed  further.  Otherwise 
there  can  be  at  best  just  a  half- 
hearted following,  some  participat- 
ing because  of  fear,  some  through 
habit,  and  others  because  it  makes 
them  look  better  in  the  sight  of 
their  friends.  But  it  is  rather 
doubtful  if  any  of  these  persons  will 
help  to  fill  the  great  leadership 
need. 

2.  Provide  Opportunities  for  Re- 
treats. Many  persons  whom  I  know 
in  leadership  positions  attribute 
their  continuing  interest  to  the 
inspiration  of  a  religious  leader  or 
leaders.  A  week-end  retreat,  a 
conference,  or  a  workshop  may 
provide  the  necessary  spark.  Many 
persons  whose  desire  to  work  in  the 
church  was  smouldering  has  been 
rekindled  in  a  group  such  as  the 
above. 

A  young  adult  returned  from 
Annual  Conference  with  a  real 
enthusiasm  to  "do  something."  The 
same  group  of  adults  were  in  her 


"The  program  sounds  iine.  Now, 
where  can  we  find  leaders?"  .  .  . 
"Isn't  there  anyone  who  is  willing 
to  teach  this  class?"  .  .  .  "Jim  and 
Marge  are  a  fine  couple.  Maybe 
they  will  agree  to  take  over  as 
youth  advisers  this  year." 

"Let  the  minister  do  it.  Isn't  that 
what  we're  paying  him  for?"  .  .  . 
"Too  busy."  .  .  .  "I'm  not  good 
enough."  .  .  .  "Sorry,  I  just  can't 
spare  the  time."  .  .  .  "Me?  Teach?!" 
.  .  .  "You're  talking  to  the  wrong 
man.  I'm  not  smart  enough."  .  .  . 
"Too  busy." 

We  call  it  the  "leadership  prob- 
lem." We  say  we  could  do  almost 
anything  and  go  almost  anywhere 
in  the  work  of  the  church  if  there 
were  enough  qualified  people  who 
would  throw  themselves  into  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  and  assume 
responsibility  for  its  progress. 

This  discussion  is  aimed  at  the 
fundamental  problem  of  motivation. 
Finding  the  right  jobs  for  the  right 
people,  providing  training  opportu- 
nities— these  and  other  aspects  are 
important,  too.  But  this  is  so  basic 
we  are  lifting  up  Mrs.  Lewis'  article 
again,  as  it  appeared  in  an  earlier 
issue. 


local  group  before  she  attended 
Conference,  but  she  came  back  with 
a  new  concern  for  them.  Within  a 
few  weeks  significant  plans  were 
made,  and  homes  of  prospective 
members  were  visited.  Now  there 
is  every  indication  of  leadership 
potentialities  emerging  on  the  part 
of  members  of  this  group.  The 
genuine  enthusiasm  of  one  person 
can  be  transmitted  into  the  lives  of  • 
others. 

3.  Share  Responsibilities.  One 
congregation  had  the  privilege  of 
having  several  church  leaders  par- 
ticipate in  a  panel  on  Improving  the 
Local  Church  during  the  regular 
sermon  hour  on  Sunday  morning. 
Their  suggestions  may  be  helpful  to 
other  groups  concerned  with  the 
leadership  problem. 

(1)  Call  in  the  nucleus  of  the 
church  and  decide  what  the  basic 
goals  of  the  church  are,  and  how 
they  can  best  be  reached. 

(2)  Use  lay  members  in  the 
church     program.      Probably     the 


minister's  job  is  more  the  channel- 
ing of  talent  than  doing  most  of  the 
work  himself.  In  one  church  the 
minister  preaches  once  a  month.  On 
the  other  Sundays,  lay  people  are 
in  charge  of  the  program.  It's  easy 
to  take  the  attitude,  "We  pay  the 
minister;  let  him  do  the  work."  And 
then  we  wonder  why  we  fail  to 
develop  leaders. 

(3)  Call  on  members  of  the  con- 
gregation to  lead  devotions. 

(4)  Develop  group  fellowship — 
family  night,  fellowship  suppers. 

(5)  Make  as  many  persons  aware 
of  the  total  church  program  as 
possible.  Give  each  something  to 
do.  Everyone  needs  a  feeling  of 
"belonging." 

4.  Start  Where  the  People  Are. 
Some  persons  are  never  challenged 
because  leaders  assume  that  they 
have  arrived  farther  along  the  way 
than  is  actually  true.  This  can  lead 
to  discouragement.  The  mistake  can 
be  made  just  as  frequently  in  the 
other  direction,  too.  Failure  to 
stimulate  the  constantly  growing 
mind  will  result  in  lack  of  interest. 
Many  have  developed  leadership 
ability  in  response  to  the  maxim, 
"We  grow  by  accepting  responsibili- 
ties that  are  greater  than  we  are." 

5.  Work  With  Individuals.  We  need 
to  use  more  of  the  Master's  tech- 
nique in  working  with  individuals. 
Much  ability  lies  dormant  because 
the  proper  stimulus  has  never  been 
given.  A  significant  point  in  a 
recent  evaluation  of  a  youth  confer- 
ence stated  that  some  leader  should 
have  been  free  the  entire  time  to 
talk  with  the  young  people  —  and 
that  the  leaders  who  participated 
on  the  program  should  have  had 
time  for  individual  conferences.  We 
can  so  easily  make  the  mistake  of 
working  with  groups  with  too  little 
concentration  on  the  individual. 
The  personal  interest  motivates 
many. 

6.  We  Need  to  Have  Faith  in  Peo- 
ple. Sometimes  we  are  unwilling  to 
give  the  inexperienced  person  an 
opportunity  to  participate  because 
we  want  as  nearly  perfect  a  presen- 
tation as  possible.  Spirits  are  easily 
daunted  along  the  way.  Someone 
speaks — he  doesn't  do  nearly  so  well 
as  another  in  the  group  could  have 
done.  No  one  commends  him.  An 
inferiority  complex  develops.  Words 
of  appreciation  play  a  tremendous 
part  in  leadership  development. 

When  one  of  the  outstanding 
leaders  in  the  church  today  was 
asked  for  an  explanation  as  to  how 
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he  arrived  at  the  place  where  he 
could  be  an  influential  factor  in  the 
lives  of  so  many,  he  replied  very 
humbly,  "Someone  believed  in  me." 

Encouragement  does  lead  persons 
to  direct  their  talents  in  a  positive 
way. 

HOW  THESE  LEADERS  GREW 

It  may  be  helpful  to  relate  the 
experiences  of  several  church  lead- 
ers   concerning    "their    motivation." 

A  missionary  who  is  making  a 
rich  contribution  in  the  lives  of 
others  attributes  her  interest  in  a 
life  of  service  to  the  stimulation  of 
Christian  leaders  in  a  camping 
experience. 

One  minister  says  that  his  Sun- 
day-school teacher  saw  possibilities 
in  him.  A  keen  interest  manifested 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher  resulted 
in  the  boy's  being  given  responsi- 
bilities in  the  church  which  had  a 
direct  influence  in  his  choosing  a 
life  of  service  in  the  ministry. 

A  third  person  who  will  always 
place  the  work  of  the  church  first 
says  that  his  minister  awakened  the 
desire  in  him  and  in  many  of  the 
other  boys  in  his  church  by  taking 
them  on  fishing  trips.  Every  boy  in 
the  church  had  the  opportunity  of 
sitting  along  the  banks  of  a  stream 
with  the  minister.  Much  comrade- 
ship and  an  interest  in  finding  the 
best  in  life  can  be  experienced  with 
a  Christian  leader  in  the  peaceful 
silence  of  the  outdoors.  In  a  setting 
such  as  the  above,  many  boys 
learned  that  the  greatest  need  in 
life  is  the  worship  of  something 
beyond  self  —  something  great 
enough  to  gather  all  life  together 
and     make      it     whole.      And      an 


integrated  life  is  surely  one  of  the 
important  requisites  of  a  leader. 

Another  says  that  a  great  force 
of  motivation  in  her  life  is  the 
fellowship  of  a  group  of  kindred 
spirits  —  a  group  which  meets 
regularly  in  a  fellowship  which  has 
been  enjoyed  over  a  period  of  years. 
When  prone  to  be  discouraged  with 
some  of  the  problems  of  everyday 
living,  the  recollection  of  the  work 
of  others  in  the  group  enables  her 
to  go  forth  with  new  determination. 
Life  is  fuller  and  more  meaningful 
as  a  result  of  being  one  of  a  group 
whose  members  try  to  put  first 
things  first. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to 
re-emphasize  the  importance  of 
fellowship  in  the  development  of 
leadership.  Campers  often  say  that 
it  is  so  easy  to  take  part  in  the 
various  phases  of  the  program  and 
to  participate  in  discussions  in 
camp.  It  is  true  that  where  there  is 
a  feeling  of  kinship  of  all  working 
together,  the  soil  is  fertile  for 
growth.  This  brings  us  back  to 
exactly  where  we  started.  When  we 
can  build  a  close  fellowship  in  the 
local  group,  a  fine  spirit  of  unity 
which  results  in  the  members 
bringing  forth  the  best  in  one  an- 
other with  an  ever  keen  recognition 
of  all  possibilities  and  a  genuine 
regard  for  the  sacredness  of  per- 
sonality, we  will  be  well  on  the  way 
to  solving  the  leadership  problem. 
PLAN  NOW  to  observe  the  Uni- 
versal Week  of  Prayer,  Jan.  7-14. 
Programs  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Department  of  Evangelism,  297 
Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 
at  5c. 
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The  desire  to  give  his  or  her  life 
in  service  to  the  church  in  its 
world  outreach  is  often  kindled  in 
a  young  person  while   at  camp 


Wendell   Flory 

Candidate  Secretary 


To  Become  a  Missionary 


MANY  young  people  are  inter- 
ested today  in  giving  their 
lives  to  the  work  of  the 
church  to  help  meet  the  need  of  the 
world.  Many  of  them  are  constantly 
inquiring  for  information  on  pro- 
cedure to  follow  to  become  foreign 
missionaries.  The  church  needs  and 
will  continue  to  need  missionary 
candidates  in  the  years  to  come. 
The  following  suggestions  are  made 
to  help  interested  youth  plan  and 
prepare  themselves  for  this  service. 
It  will  be  noted  that  qualifications 
for  missionaries  are  demanding  and 
standards  high.  This  is  not  to 
discourage  interested  youth,  but 
rather  to  point  out  that  the  very 
best  youth  of  the  church  ought  to 
be  the  ones  who  should  volunteer 
for  this  work.  Doubtless  no  one  can 
qualify  perfectly  on  all  these 
requirements,  but  these  are  the  goals 
of  the  church.  The  procedure  for 
becoming  a  missionary  is  divided, 
for  simplicity,  into  the  following 
steps. 
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Inquirer 

Young  people  may  first  meet  and 
deeply  feel  the  challenge  of  foreign 
mission  work  through  missionaries 
on  furlough,  through  the  church  or 
its  publications,  through  summer 
camps,  or  through  books  or  litera- 
ture. However  the  challenge  comes, 
all  these  methods  should  then  be. 
used  in  a  personal  search  by  each 
young  person  for  all  the  facts 
available,  thus  preparing  himself 
to  make  an  intelligent  and  prayerful 
dedication  of  life.  The  Foreign 
Mission  Commission  office  and  staff 
are  prepared  to  suggest  literature, 
provide  interviews  with  missionar- 
ies and  with  the  staff,  and  in  all 
ways  possible  assist  youth  to 
acquire  a  full  understanding  of  the 
challenge  of  foreign  mission  work. 
There  follows,  then,  a  commitment 
of  life.  This  period  is  possibly  the 
most  important  of  all  in  the  life  of 
a  would-be  missionary,  for  here  he 
develops  the  spiritual  consecration 
that  carries  him  through  many 
difficulties  to  the  farthest  corners 
of    the    earth.     Finally,    a    formal 


application  blank  is  filled  out  and 
sent  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
mission for   its   consideration. 

Applicant 

After  a  young  person  makes 
application,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Commission  will  secure  all  informa- 
tion possible  about  the  applicant. 
References  are  checked  carefully. 
Transcripts  of  all  academic  work 
are  supplied  by  applicant.  Personal 
conferences  are  held.  Certain  read- 
ing may  be  suggested.  If  all  looks 
promising,  general  physical  and 
psychological  examinations  are  giv- 
en. All  this  data  then  becomes 
available  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Commission,  to  be  used  as  aids  in 
sympathetically  evaluating  each 
applicant  for  his  ability  and  conse- 
cration to  become  a  foreign  mission- 
ary. This  information  is  reviewed 
by  the  FMC,  usually  at  their  regular 
fall  meeting  and,  if  approval  is 
given,  the  applicant  is  admitted 
to  candidacy,  under  favorable 
consideration. 


Candidate,  under  favorable  consid- 
eration 

During  the  final  years  of  prepara- 
tion following  acceptance  into 
candidacy,  definite  academic  and 
practical  preparation  is  made  with 
the  definite  goal  in  mind  of  a  partic- 
ular task  on  the  mission  field. 
Language  study  may  be  begun.  In 
certain  graduate  fields  the  candi- 
date may  become  eligible  for 
financial  aid  in  completing  his 
education.  During  this  period  an 
opportunity  for  final  evaluation  and 
decision  is  afforded  both  for  the 
FMC  and  the  candidate.  If  the 
candidate  is  still  completely  dedi- 
cated to  the  task  as  it  has  been 
unfolded  before  him  and  if  the 
FMC  is  still  convinced  that  the 
candidate  can  adequately  qualify 
for  the  task,  the  final  appointment 
is  made. 

Missionary  under  appointment 

Final  appointment  by  the  com- 
mission is  followed  by  participation 
in  the  consecration  service  at  the 
next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  church. 
After  final  completion  of  schooling, 
accumulation  of  a  physical  outfit, 
and  preparation  of  necessary  docu- 
ments, the  missionary  sails  to  the 
field  to  begin  language  study, 
orientation  and  full  participation  in 
the  work  of  the  church  there. 

Mother  Kubili 
Clara  Harper 

Marama,  Northern  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

KUBILI  is  a  mother  nearing  fifty 
years  of  age.  She  has  five 
living  children  and  she  had 
seven  others  who  died  when  they 
were  small.  She  sends  two  of  her 
children  to  elementary  school.  She 
has  a  grandchild  in  our  village 
classes  and  she  cares  for  three  other 
grandchildren. 

Several  years  ago  when  we  began 
teaching  in  her  village,  her  husband 
became  interested  in  the  new  way 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  he  asked  us  to 
talk  to  his  wife  about  it.  At  that 
time  she  sold  beer  to  make  money 
and  it  was  her  custom  to  spend 
three  days  each  week  away  from 
home  selling  beer  at  the  market. 
Her  husband  did  not  want  her  to 
do  this.  Finally  she  was  persuaded 
to  try  selling  salt  and  soap  instead 
of  beer.  Then  later  she  found  that 
she  could  make  more  profit  in  sell- 
ing rice.  She  could  buy  more  for 
five  cents,  then  pan  and  sell  it  for 
twenty  cents. 

Changes  for  good  have  been  com- 
ing about  in  Kubili's  home.  Now 
her  family  has  food  to  eat  because 


They  Go  for  Us 

Leland    S.    Brubaker 
Secretary,  Foreign  Mission  Commission 

RECENTLY  a  cable  came  to  our  office  announcing  the  arrival  of 
the  Charles  Lunkley  family  in  Lagos,  West  Africa.  The  Owen 
Shanksters  arrived  at  the  same  port  just  a  few  weeks  earlier. 
The  Andrew  Holderreeds  leave  soon  for  India  and  Mabel  Claypool 
will  follow  in  January.  They  leave  homeland,  family  and  friends  to 
answer  Christ's  command,  "Go  ye."  They  believe  that  all  people  ought 
to  hear  and  they  say  with  Paul,  "How  can  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?"  We  say  with  Paul,  "How  can  they  preach  except  they 
be  sent?"  These  missionaries  are  doing  as  many  others  have  done 
before.  They  are  impelled  by  the  love  of  Christ  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  so  that  men  may  come  to 
acknowledge  him  as  Savior  and  King  and  serve  him  in  the  fellowship 
of  his  church.  They  go  to  reassert  the  absolute  primacy  of  the  gospel 
which  is  the  one  thing  committed  unto  all  of  us  and  which  cannot  be 
abandoned.  Nothing  short  of  the  Christian  gospel  is  sufficient  for  today. 

When  we  say  the  world  needs  Christ,  we  mean  that  there  is  to 
be  placed  a  new  value  on  the  life  of  every  individual  person  in  the 
world  with  every  opportunity  to  overcome  life's  handicaps. 

All  of  us  who  are  Christian  likewise  feel  the  urge  to  share  with 
others,  but  it  is  not  possible  for  all  of  us  to  go  abroad.  They  go  for  us. 
We  send  them.  We  back  them  with  money,  love  and  prayer.  Those 
of  us  who  stay  here  join  together  to  send  them  out  in  Christ's  name 
in  order  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  kingdom  of  God.  Truly  they  go 
in  our  stead. 


she  saves  the  corn  which  she  had 
formerly  used  for  beer.  At  present 
they  have  cows  which  bring  them 
in  some  money.  Just  recently 
Kubili  took  two  orphan  children 
into  her  home.  One  child  is  six 
months  old  and  the  other  is  only 
two  months.  She  is  trying  to  feed 
them  cow's  milk.  Her  days  are  filled 
full  and  whenever  we  call  on  her, 
we  always  find  her  busy  with  her 
family.  Even  so  she  finds  time  to 
visit  the  sick  and  help  them. 

Kubili  has  also  been  trying  to 
learn  to  read.  She  desires  to  read 
the  gospel  Scriptures  and  become 
a  follower  of  the  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ.  She  can  already  repeat  cer- 
tain portions  of  Scripture.  She  has 
become  an  inspiration  to  those  of 
us  who  visit  her  village.  Time  spent 
with  her  in  her  home  is  well  spent. 
Pray  that  she  may  receive  the  light 
of  Jesus  into  her  heart  and  shed 
it  abroad  to  others. 


And  Ice  Cream  Sometimes! 

H.  Spenser  Minnich 

Elgin,  Illinois 

HOW  grand!   I  can  hardly  realize 
that  we'll  have   ice   and   cold 
storage    space    for    vegetables, 
and  ice  cream  sometimes!" 

So  wrote  one  of  our  women  mis- 
sionaries who  since  1931  has  been 
serving  in  the  heat  of  India's  trop- 
ical land.  She  works  with  the  people 
of  a  large  jungle  area.    Sometimes 


she  tours  for  days  away  from  her 
home.  In  America  she  was  a  teach- 
er enjoying  a  rewarding  position. 
Food,  plenty  of  it  and  properly  pre- 
served, was  taken  for  granted.  In 
the  spirit  of  Jesus,  as  we  see  it  in 
Mark  10: 29,  she  left  home  and  coun- 
try and  relatives  and  material  nice- 
ties. For  Christ's  sake  and  for  the 
Indian  people  she  gives  her  all. 

The  exclamation  "and  ice  cream 
sometimes"  was  made  when  she 
learned  that  a  refrigerator,  a  used 
kerosene  model  would  become  a 
reality. 


Missionaries  in  Korea  deserve 
credit  for  boldness  and  speed.  No 
sooner  had  Taegu  been  freed  than 
a  group  of  them  met  there,  outlined 
their  most  urgent  needs,  drew  up 
suggestions  for  fresh  emphases  after 
the  war,  and  rushed  their  findings 
back  to  their  home  boards.  By 
contrast,  the  best  hope  of  the  United 
Nations  was  to  have  a  plan  ready 
by  Nov.  10  for  the  creation  of  a 
reconstruction  agency,  with  the 
detailed  work  to  follow,  perhaps 
through  many  weeks.  Speed  in 
thoroughgoing  restoration  is  essen- 
tial lest  the  whole  situation  deteri- 
orate; but  speed,  it  appears,  is 
exactly  what  we  are  unlikely  to 
ket  (WP) 
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The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Osage  church,  Kansas,  was  organized  in  June  1878, 
after  services  had  been  held  for  a  time  in  the  Osage 
5choolhou.se.  These  early  members  were  from  the 
Okaw  congregation  in  Southern  Illinois.  The  church 
building  was  erected  in  1885 


Francis  L.  Shenefelt 

Pastor,  Osage  Church,  Kansas 


Osage  Church   Is  Rededicated 


THE  Osage  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren of  Southeastern  Kansas  was 
rededicated  Nov.  19,  1949,  after 
a  needed  remodeling.  A  home- 
coming and  harvest  day  emphasis 
was  made  at  the  morning  worship 
hour  with  the  pastor,  Francis  L. 
Shenefelt,  bringing  the  message. 
In  the  afternoon  Bro.  G.  A.  Zook 
of  Elkhart,  Iowa,  a  former  pastor 
of  the  church,  brought  the  dedica- 
tory message  and  the  pastor  led  the 
rededication  ritual. 

The  church  had  been  in  need  of 
repairs  for  some  time.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  replace  the  basement  wall 
on  three  sides.  While  the  wall  was 
being  rebuilt,  a  baptistry  was  built 
into  the  north  wall.  The  entrance 
to  the  building  needed  remodeling; 
so  a  new  tower  was  built  with 
entrances  from  the  tower  into  the 
basement,  the  annex,  and  the 
auditorium.  The  new  tower  was 
finished  on  the  interior  with  knotty 
pine,  making  a  very  fine  addition 
to  the  church.  The  women  had 
decided  earlier  to  do  some  redeco- 
rating, and  feeling  now  was  an 
opportune  time,  they  had  the  entire 
interior  of  the  building  redecorated. 
The  finances  for  the  above  project 
were  secured  from  Lord's  acre 
projects,  a  farm  sale,  and  an  eighty- 
acre  farm.  Anticipating  the  needed 
repairs,  it  was  decided  to  use  the 
individual  Lord's  acre  to  start  a 
building  fund.  After  one  year  of  the 
individual  Lord's  acre,  the  men's 
work  had  the  opportunity  to  rent 
an  eighty-acre  farm.  The  first  year 
the  money  from  the  individual 
Lord's  acre  project  was  used  to  buy 


seed  to  plant  the  eighty  acres  to 
wheat.  A  good  crop  was  produced 
but,  because  of  wet  weather  at 
harvesttime,  only  about  half  of  a 
crop  was  harvested.  Last  year  the 
eighty  acres  was  planted  to  corn 
and  soybeans.  These  proved  to  be 
good  crops.  Since  this  still  did  not 
supply  sufficient  funds  to  complete 
the  work  a  farm  sale  was  planned, 
which  turned  out  to  be  all  and  more 
than  first  estimated.  After  all  the 
funds  were  combined  the  building 
was  rededicated  free  of  debt. 

The  Osage  church,  a  rural  church, 
now  has  a  plant  that  is  attractive 
and     worshipful.      The     men     and 


women  of  the  church  contributed  a 
large  amount  of  the  labor.  The 
grounds  are  being  graded  and 
reseeded  by  the  men. 

At  the  rededication  service,  at  the 
harvest-home  service,  and  at  the 
basket  dinner  at  noon  all  available 
seating  spaces  were  filled.  Since  the 
rededication  of  the  building,  there 
has  been  an  evident  increase  in 
attendance  and  interest.  Almost 
every  Sunday  new  faces  are  seen 
in  the  audience.  The  Osage  church 
makes  it  possible  for  the  pastor  to 
give  one  fourth  of  his  time  to  the 
district  of  Southeastern  Kansas  as 
executive  secretary. 
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The  harvest  and  home-coming  day  for  the  Waterford  church 
in  Northern  California  last  year  was  also  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
evangelistic  emphasis.  Vernon  F.  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Fresno  church, 
and  son  of  the  local  pastor,  Leo  H.  Miller,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Twenty-four  were  baptized  during  these  meetings  conducted  by  father 
and  son.  Two  hundred  fifty-eight  were  present  at  the  worship  service 
to  offer  thanksgiving  for  the  bountiful  harvest  of  which  the  thoughtful 
altar  arrangement  of  the  products  of  the  good  earth  gave  evidence. 


Thinking  About  the  News 


Signing  Up  for  Peace 

FROM  both  sides  of  the  iron  curtain  and  from  organizations  running  all 
the  way  from  left  to  right  have  come  invitations  to  sign  a  petition,  a 
scroll  or  a  manifesto  for  the  obviously  good  causes  of  peace  and 
freedom.  But  what  has  not  always  been  so  obvious  is  the  ultimate  purposes 
of  those  who  issue  the  invitation. 

During  the  past  year  many  peace-minded  Christians  signed  the  Stock- 
holm peace  petition,  calling  for  the  banning  of  atomic  weapons.  Believing 
in  the  statement,  they  did  not  always  recognize  that  the  petition  was  Com- 
munist-inspired and  that  its  noble  intentions  were  being  used  as  propa- 
ganda for  moves  that  might  quickly  lead  to  war.  Yet  many  signers 
supported  it  because  they  were  sincerely  working  for  peace. 

Americans  have  been  asked  to  sign  their  names  also  in  support  of  a 
Crusade  for  Freedom.  Churches  were  asked  to  have  special  tables  available 
on  October  8  so  that  members  could  sign  the  Freedom  Scroll.  In  some 
public  schools  signing  the  scroll  was  almost  compulsory.  Yet  when  the 
crusade  was  launched  in  September,  Brig.  General  Roberts  called  on  Amer- 
icans to  begin  a  campaign  of  hatred  against  all  Communists,  saying  the 
sooner  we  begin  hating  our  next  enemy,  the  better.  It  is  significant  that 
when  the  ten-ton  Freedom  Bell  was  taken  to  Berlin  to  be  dedicated  there, 
the  German  churches  refused  to  ring  their  church  bells,  which  they  said, 
were  intended  for  religious  occasions,  not  political  demonstrations. 

We  who  are  members  of  a  peace  church  want  also  to  work  for  freedom 
and  peace.  But  we  need  to  guard  against  too  quickly  joining  a  crusade  that 
may  easily  have  other  motives.  We  had  belter  take  the  advice  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee  gives  its  members: 

"We  feel  it  is  better  for  us  to  dissociate  ourselves  from  movements 
which  may  cry,  'Peace,  Peace.'  but  actually  encourage  partisanship  and 
widen  gulfs  of  misunderstanding.  Instead  we  will  persevere  through 
individual  and  collective  efforts  to  foster  any  conciliatory  movements  that 
can  be  accepted  by  all  countries  and  parties  alike  as  aiming  at  human 
welfare  rather  than  at  partisan  publicity,  at  true  friendship  rather  than  at 
camouflaged  political  advantage. 

"As  Friends  we  reaffirm  our  belief  that  peace  will  come  not  by  might, 
nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God." 

This  good  counsel  is  in  line  with  our  own  deep  concern  that  our  witness 
ior  peace  be  thoroughly  Christian. — K.M. 


Around  the  World 


Backs  Truman  Disarmament  Plan 

Disarmament  proposals  advanced 
by  President  Truman  before  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations  are  "warmly"  supported  by 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Federal  Council,  in  a  letter 
sent  to  Mr.  Truman  by  its  depart- 
ment of  international  justice  and 
goodwill,  urged  "acceptance  of 
international  agreements  for  the 
effective  reduction  and  regulation  of 
armaments,  including  atomic  weap- 
ons, by  all  nations,  through  a  trust- 
worthy system  of  international 
inspection  and  control." 

It  said  that  "we  cannot  accept  as 
final  the  current  impasse  in  the 
effort  of  the  United  Nations  to  reach 
agreement  on  this  issue." 

"We  welcome  your  proposals," 
"the  letter  said,  "both  because  they 
give  fresh  impetus  to  the  search  for 
armament  controls  and  because 
they  set  forth  the  social  gains  that 


can  be  achieved  by  all  peoples 
once  the  system  of  competitive 
armaments  now  prevailing,  is 
terminated." 

The  letter  expressed  the  "earnest 
hope"  that  the  U.S.  mission  to  the 
United  Nations  "will  vigorously 
seek  for  ways  and  means  by  which 
the  General  Assembly  now  in  ses- 
sion may  act  to  further  the  ends 
envisaged   in  your  proposals." 

Behind  the  Puerto  Rican  Uprising 

No  ordinary  explanations  for  re- 
bellion apply  to  the  Nationalist 
uprising.  It  is,  rather,  an  instance 
of  political  psychopathology.  The 
followers  of  the  Nationalist  leader, 
Pedro  Albizu  Campos,  have  been 
whipped  into  savage  hatred  by  his 
fiery  urging.  To  understand  the  out- 
breaks in  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
attempted  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent Truman,  one  needs  to  know 
the  story  of  Albizu  Campos. 


The  most  tragic  thing  in  the 
whole  picture  is  that  Albizu  Campos 
was  once  an  ardent  admirer  of  the 
United  States.  The  experiences 
which  turned  this  friend  into  an 
enemy  should  cause  considerable 
heart-searching  on  the  part  of  every 
American.  When  Pedro  Albizu 
Campos  was  at  Harvard  during 
World  War  I  he  wanted  to  get  into 
the  armed  forces  to  fight  for  Uncle 
Sam.  Advised  to  enter  an  officers' 
school,  where  his  brilliant  attain- 
ments might  be  of  special  use,  he 
found  himself  barred  because  of  his 
dark  skin.  Seeking  to  get  to  France, 
he  enlisted,  only  to  find  himself 
placed  in  a  segregated  Negro  regi- 
ment. To  his  credit,  his  sense  of 
outrage  was  not  alone  for  himself, 
but  for  Negro  soldiers  also. 

His  bitterness  at  everything  per- 
taining to  the  United  States 
stemmed  directly  from  his  personal 
experience  of  racial  discrimination. 
Later,  that  bitterness  was  increased 
as  the  worst  injustices  to  Puerto 
Rico  were  eliminated  one  by  one. 
The  granting  of  the  right  to  elect 
a  governor,  then  the  right  to  choose 
its  own  constitution,  were  gains  for 
the  island  that  undercut  his  appeal 
to  his  following  and  circumscribed 
his  influence.  And  after  all,  the 
main  cause  of  his  emotional  antag- 
onism still  remained:  race  prejudice 
was  not  eradicated,  either  in  the 
United  States  itself  or  in  its  depend- 
encies. Thousands  of  people  with 
dark  skins  were  victims  of  discrimi- 
nation and  injustice. 

Thanks  to  fanaticism  on  the  part  of 
Albizu  Campos  and  his  Nationalists, 
grim  wrongs  are  now  being  perpe- 
trated, more  than  ever  on  innocent 
Puerto  Ricans  on  the  U.S.  mainland. 
Teachers  in  the  schools  have  made 
slighting  references  to  Puerto  Ri- 
cans as  a  class.  In  the  Bronx,  those 
shootings  of  Puerto  Rican  bystand- 
ers were  almost  certainly  done  by 
gangs  of  Irish  or  Italian  hoodlums, 
who  have,  as  sometimes  slighted 
groups  themselves,  been  feuding 
with  Puerto  Rican  residents.  They 
can  now  excuse  their  wholesale  hos- 
tility on  the  ground  that  "the  Puerto 
Ricans  tried  to  kill  the  President." 

Violence  begets  violence,  prejudice 
begets  prejudice.  Pedro  Albizu 
Campos  and  the  Nationalists  cannot 
be  excused  for  incendiary  acts  or 
attitudes,  but  there  are  many  smug 
Americans  who  must  share  the 
blame.  For  here  is  a  case,  not  the 
first  in  history,  of  a  brainy  youth  on 
fire  with  idealistic  passion  at  injus- 
tice, goaded  by  "white  superiority" 
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to  implacable  hatred  —  hatred  just 
as  indiscriminate  and  blind  as  the 
color  prejudice  which  first  embit- 
tered his  soul.  The  tree  of  liberty, 
when  poisoned  by  injustice  at  its 
roots,  is  always  apt  to  bear  an  acrid 
harvest.   (WP) 

Elderly    DP's  Find    Home    in    The 
Netherlands 

Taking  the  lead  among  all  nations, 
The  Netherlands  has  begun  to  accept 
for  permanent  residence  200  aged  ref- 
ugees from  the  most  difficult  section 
of  DP's.  Sponsored  both  by  Catholic 
and  Protestant  churches,  which 
agreed  to  take  an  equal  number,  the 
elderly  people  are  coming  from 
origins  in  Hungary,  Estonia,  Latvia, 
Lithuania,  Poland  and  Russia.  The 
joyous  thing  for  the  old  folk  is  their 
knowledge  that  they  can  live  out 
their  lives  in  security,  no  longer 
having  to  flee  or  be  pushed  around. 
The  Protestant  contingent  comprises 
five  denominations,  and  will  be 
cared  for  by  six  denominations 
acting  in  concert.  (WP) 

Fights  Reprosecution  of  CO's 

Senator  Guy  M.  Gillette  of  Iowa 
has  opened  a  fight  to  prevent 
the  reprosecution  of  conscientious 
objectors  for  violations  of  the 
Selective  Service  Act.  In  letters 
to  Attorney  General  J.  Howard 
McGrath  and  General  Lewis  G. 
Hershey,  director  of  Selective  Serv- 
ice, Senator  Gillette  called  attention 
to  the  case  of  two  Iowa  Quaker 
youths  who  were  recently  rearrested 
immediately  after  having  been  re- 
leased from  jail  because  they  again 
refused  to  fill  out  Selective  Service 
questionnaires. 

Donald  Mott  of  Paullina,  Iowa, 
and  Roy  Knight  of  Primghar,  Iowa, 
have  been  charged  on  three  counts: 
(1)  failing  to  register,  (2)  failing  to 
report  for  physical  examinations 
and  (3)  failing  to  report  for  induc- 
tion. They  previously  had  been 
convicted  for  refusing  to  register 
and  were  released  after  serving 
sentences  of  eighteen  months. 

Senator  Gillette  said:  "It  is  unjust 
and  unreasonable  to  send  consci- 
entious objectors  to  jail  twice  for 
refusing  to  comply  with  the  law. 
On  the  face  of  it  it  seems  obvious 
that  one  prison  term  is  enough  pay- 
ment for  violation  of  the  act.  The 
purpose  of  the  act  is  certainly  not 
to  persecute  the  small  number  of 
absolute  pacifists  who  conscientious- 
ly object  to  service  in  the  armed 
forces." 

Officials  of  the  Friends  Committee 
on    National    Legislation   here    said 


that  another  such  case   has   arisen^ 
in  Baltimore,   Md.,    and   that  more 
are  expected  as  draft  offenders  are 
released  from  prison. 

If  such  objectors  refuse  again  to 
sign  the  registration  form,  the  of- 
fense is  treated  as  a  new  and  sep- 
arate violation  of  the  law,  they  said, 
and  in  the  case  of  Mott  and  Knight, 
conviction  on  three  counts  could 
lead  to  a  maximum  fifteen-year  "jail 
sentence,  five  years  on  each  count. 
"This  is  the  worst  persecution  we 
have  ever  seen  for  religious  belief 
in  this  country,"  declared  Miss 
Barbara  Grant  of  the  Quaker 
organization. 

News  Briefs 

In  Italy,  emerging  from  the  years 
of  fascism  and  the  destruction  of 
the  war,  the  Italian  Society  for 
World  Organization  has  been  able 
to  report  a  remarkable  growth. 
About  1,000  persons  are  affiliated  to 
various  sections,  while  another 
2,500  are  individual  members. (WP) 

Thirty  scholarships  will  be  award- 
ed to  students  in  other  Caribbean 
islands  for  study  at  Puerto  Rico's 
School  of  Industrial  Arts.  Tried  last 
year  under  the  guidance  of  the 
University  of  Puerto  Rico,  the  plan 
proved  a  great  success.  (WP) 

Fordham  University,  New  York, 
announced  recently  the  appoint- 
ment of  its  first  Negro  faculty 
member.  Dennis  Glennan  Baron,  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  and  Fordham 


and  a  native  of  the  British  West 
Indies,  has  assumed  the  post  of 
instructor  in  economics. 

The  National  Press  Club  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  is  planning  to  create 
a  memorial  foundation  in  honor  of 
Unni  Mayar,  the  Indian  colonel 
who,  as  a  member  of  the  UN  Korean 
Commission,  was  killed  when  his 
jeep  hit  a  land  mine.  The  founda- 
tion will  make  it  possible  for  Indian 
journalists  to  visit  the  United  States 
on  study  tours.  (WP) 

Two  young  people's  farm  clubs 
have  been  organized  in  New  Delhi 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  new 
young  farmers'  movement.  This  is 
expected  to  be  the  nucleus  of  a 
national  farm  organization  much 
like  the  4-H  Club  in  the  United 
States.  The  aim  is  to  promote  and 
develop  an  interest  in  rural 
problems. 


Brotherhood  News 

Women's  Rally 

The  Northern  Virginia  women's 
work  cabinets  met  in  the  Valley 
Pike  church  for  their  annual  rally 
day,  Oct.  7,  1950,  with  150  women 
in  attendance.  Our  district  presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Joe  Miller,  presided  over 
the  meeting. 

The  rally  was  planned  in  order 
that  the  district  cabinet  might  meet 
with  the  local  cabinets  to  plan  and 
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This  is  a  story  that  no  American 
should  ever  have  to  write.  It  is  the 
ugly  story  of  an  ugly  war.  There  is 
so  much  to  tell  that  is  sorrowful  and 
sickening. 

War  against  the  Communists  of 
Asia  cannot  be  won  —  not  really 
won — by  military  means  alone.  To 
attempt  to  win  it  so,  as  we  are  now 
doing  in  Korea,  is  not  only  to  court 
final  failure  but  also  to  force  upon 
our  men  in  the  field  acts  and  atti- 
tudes of  the  utmost  savagery  .  .  . 
savagery  in  detail;  the  blotting  out 
of  villages  where  the  enemy  may  be 
hiding  .  .  .  the  shooting  and  shelling 
of  refugees  who  may  include  North 
Koreans  .  .  .  who  may  be  screening 
an  enemy  march.  .  .  . 

The  South  Korean  police  and 
marines  are  brutal:  they  murder  to 
save  themselves  the  trouble  of 
escorting  prisoners  to  the  rear;  they 
murder  civilians  simply  to  get  them 
out  of  the  way;  and  they  extort 
information  by  means  so  brutal  that 
they  cannot  be  described.  .  .  . 

A  column  of  refugees  is  moving 


towards  B  Company. 

This  silent  refugee  approach  often 
covers  an  attack.  The  colonel  says, 
in  a  voice  racked  with  wretched- 
ness, "All  right,  don't  let  them 
through  .  .  .  But  try  to  talk  to  them, 
try  to  tell  them  to  go  back." 

"Yeah,"  says  one  of  the  staff 
group,  "but  what  if  they  don't  go 
back?" 

"Well,  then,"  the  colonel  says,  as 
though  dragging  himself  towards 
some  pit,  "then  fire  over  their 
heads." 

"O.K.,  then  what?" 

The  colonel  seems  to  brace  him- 
self in  the  semidarkness  of  the 
blacked-out  tent. 

"Well.  then,  fire  into  them  if  you 
have  to.   If  you  have  to,  I  said." 

I  reflected,  as  my  jeep  bumped 
into  Pusan,  that  the  machine  age 
and  the  machine  man  of  the  West 
can  be  pretty  wonderful.  Bui 
machines  still  can't  talk  to  people, 
not  as  we  must  learn  —  and  learn 
very  soon— to  talk  to  the  people  of 
Asia. — Peace  News. 


inspire  the  women  for  greater  serv- 
ice in  their  departments. 

Much  credit  went  to  the  Harrison- 
burg women's  group  for  the  presen- 
tation of  the  clinic  drama,  Growing 
Pains  in  Women's  Work.  This  dra- 
ma contributed  much  to  the  use  of 
,  adequate  materials  and  proper  or- 
ganization in  women's  work. 

The  afternoon  session  was  in  the 
form  of  a  seminar  led  by  the  district 
cabinet.  Later,  the  groups  reassem- 
bled and  the  president  gave  an  in- 
spiring message. 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  Mrs. 
Earl  Bowman  gave  the  prayer  of 
consecration  and  benediction. 

This  day  was  one  of  fine  fellow- 
ship and  inspiration  and  gave 
challenge  to  each  one  for  the  re- 
sponsibility to  greater  service  during 
the  coming  year. — Mrs.  David  Huff- 
man, district  secretary,  Broadway, 
Va. 


Weddings 


Beach-Rogers.— Weldon     L.     Beach     of 

Leonard,  Mo.,  and  Beulah  Rogers  of 
Wilmont,  Minn.,  Oct.  14,  1950,  in  the 
Worthington  church,  Minn.,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Edward  C.  Zook,  McPherson, 
Kansas. 

Burgess-Gray. — Vincent  Burgess  of  Hart- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  Helen  Gray  of  Uniontown, 
Ohio,  in  the  East  Nimishillen  church,  Oct. 
13,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Arthur  H. 
Hess,   North   Canton,   Ohio. 

Cline-Flory.— Willard  Cline  of  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  and  Mary  Flory  of  Weyers  Cave, 
Va.,  July  15,  1950,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — B.  M.  Flory, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Eash-Berkey.— John  E.  Eash,  Jr.,  of  Holl- 
sopple,  Pa.,  and  Wilma  C.  Berkey  of 
Jerome,  Pa.,  in  the  Tire  Hill  church,  Sept. 
1,  1950,  by  Bro.  John  M.  Geary. — Mrs.  John 
M.   Geary,   Hollsopple,   Pa. 

Heigel-Miller. — Robert  Heigel,  Jr.,  and 
June  Miller,  both  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa.,  Nov.  4, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Hobbick-White.— Patrick  Hobbick  and 
Viola  White,  both  of  Menomonie,  Wis., 
Sept  16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Howard 
Peden,  Menomonie,  Wis. 

Keim-Wilson. — Quinter  J.  Keim,  Sr.,  and 
Minnie  M.  Wilson,  both  of  Jerome,  Pa., 
July  2,  1950,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  Bro. 
John  M.  Geary.— Mrs.  John  M.  Geary, 
Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Kunlz-Moser. — Joseph  E.  Kuntz  of  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  and  Blanche  W.  Moser  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Sept.  2,  1950,  in  the 
Meyersdale  church,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Holl  of  Johnstown. — I.  C. 
Paul,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Lee-Berry. — Lawrence  Lee  and  Joye  Ber- 
ry, both  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1950, 
in  the  Ft.  Wayne  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Marteney-Cochrane. — Jack  D.  Marteney 
and  Charlotte  Cochrane,  both  of  Meyers- 
dale, Pa.,  Aug.  27,  1950,  in  the  Meyersdale 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  C.  Paul, 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Miller-Erickson. — Gerald  E.  Miller  and 
Joyce  M.  Erickson  of  Franklin  Grove,  111., 
Aug.  13,  1950,  in  the  Methodist  church,  by 
Rev.  Norman  Miller. — Mrs.  Jay  E.  Miller, 
Franklin  Grove,  111. 

Mishler-Stutzman. — Wilmer  P.  Mishler 
and  Mary  Ellen  Stutzman  of  Hollsopple, 
Pa.,  July  15,  1950,  in  the  Tire  Hill  church, 
by  Bro.  John  M.  Geary. — Mrs.  John  M. 
Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Ruckman- Bussard. — James  A.  Ruckman 
of  Hightown,  Va.,  and  Vesta  F.  Bussard  of 


Bolar,  Va.,  June  10,  1950,  in  the  Valley 
Bethel  church,  by  the  undersigned. — Ray- 
mond E.  Bussard,  Bolar,  Va. 

Sweiizer-Laulzenheiser. — Dale  Sweitzer 
of  Louisville,  Ohio,  and  Betty  Lautzen- 
heiser  of  Uniontown,  Ohio,  in  the  East 
Nimishillen  church,  Sept.  22,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.  —  Arthur  H.  Hess,  North 
Canton,  Ohio. 

Wallace-Smiley.  —  William  Wallace  of 
Portland,  Ind.,  and  Virginia  Smiley  of 
Union  City,  Ind.,  Oct.  8,  1950,  in  the 
Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ohio,  by  the 
undersigned. — E.  S.  Hollinger,  Union  City, 
Ind. 

Wills-Ford. — Lawrence  Wills  and  Kath- 
leen Ford,  both  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  Sept.  22, 
1950,  in  the  Piqua  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— B.   M.   Flory,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

Young-Royer. — Lewis  W.  Young  and 
Ruth  A.  Royer,  in  the  Cleveland  church, 
Oct.  6,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Oliver 
Royer,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 


Obituaries 


Anderson,  Ella,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Spindler,  was  born  in  April 
1869  in  Woodland,  Mich.,  and  died  in 
October  1950  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  In 
1900  she  was  married  to  Charles  Anderson. 
One  son  was  born  to  this  union.  In  1912 
she  and  her  husband  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Woodland, 
where  her  membership  remained  until 
her  death.  She  is  survived  by  one  son, 
one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  in  death  in  1924.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Woodland  church 
by  the  pastor.  Interment  was  in  the 
Woodland  Memorial  cemetery. — Glenn  J. 
Fruth,  Woodland,  Mich. 

Barns,  Dossie,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  Jay 
Barns,  died  at  his  home  near  Bakers 
Summit,  Pa.,  Aug.  7,  1950,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
on  March  31,  1907,  to  Maye  Akers.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  two  daughters,  seven 
sons,  ten  grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  in  the  Pine  Grove 
Christian  church,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber.— Mrs.   D.   I.  Pepple,   Woodbury,   Pa. 

Bashore,  Elmer,  died  at  his  home  in  Mc- 
Alisterville,  Pa.,  Sept.  25,  1950.  He  is 
survived  by  one  brother.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bunkertown  church.  He  was 
active  in  many  civic  affairs.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  his  home  by  his 
pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  Bunkertown 
cemetery. — Martin  Scholten,  Bunkertown, 
Pa. 

College,  Julia,  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Col- 
lege, died  in  the  Windber  hospital,  Pa., 
Oct.  13,  1950,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
six  children,  her  parents,  one  brother  and 
three  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
church  since  fifteen  years  of  age  and 
was  most  faithful  to  the  Point  church  in 
the  Dunnings  Creek  congregation.  Serv- 
ices were  held  by  the  writer  and  her 
present  pastor,  Bro.  E.  E.  Ebersole,  in  the 
Fishertown  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining. — John  E.  Rowland, 
Greencastle,  Pa. 

Davis,  Simon  Roscoe,  was  born  July  16, 
1902,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1950.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  two  sons,  three  daughters  and 
four  sisters.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Guss  chapel  by  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  Adams  ceme- 
tery.— Martin    Scholten,    Bunkertown,    Pa. 

Deardorff,  Mae  Cecelia,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Cecelia  Hirt  Howald,  was  born 
in  1880  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  and  died  Oct. 
29,  1950,  in  the  Clay  County  hospital.  She 
was  married  to  Benjamin  F.  Deardorff. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Maple 
Grove  church  for  thirty-eight  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son,  one 
grandson,  two  sisters  and  five  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Miller 
and  Miller  funeral  home  in  Brazil,  Ind.,  by 
her  former  pastor,  Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin,  and 
her  present  pastor,  Bro.  Farrell  Culler. 
Burial  was  in  the  Summit  Lawn  cemetery. 
— J.  F.  Baldwin,  Roann,  Ind. 


Dick,  Laura,  daughter  of  George  H.  and 
Susan  Pate  Appleman,  was  born  April 
4,  1888,  at  Bakers  Summit,  Pa.,  and  died 
Sept.  13,  1950,  at  her  home  near  Roaring 
Spring,  Pa.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Claude  Dick  on  June  25,  1913.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons  and 
five  daughters.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Albright  church  for  many  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Hol- 
singer  church  near  Bakers  Summit  by 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa.  , 

Eiler,  Vivia  E.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  Angle  Smith,  was  born  near 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  Jan.  13,  1889,  and  died 
,  at  her  home  in  Quincy,  Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1950. 
In  1907  she  was  married  to  Jacob  Etter. 
Five  years  later  she  and  her  husband 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
where  she  and  her  husband  served  in  the 
office  of  deacon.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  six  daughters,  twelve  grand- 
children, one  brother  and  four  sisters. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Waynesboro 
church  by  our  temporary  pastor,  Bro. 
Paul  M.  Bowman,  and  Bro.  J.  Walter 
Thomas.  Interment  was  in  the  Cedar 
Hill  cemetery  at  Greencastle. — Sudie  M. 
Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Fiiz,  Ephraim  Spangler,  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Spangler  Fitz,  was  born  Sept.  26, 
1861,  near  Astoria,  111.,  and  died  Oct.  24, 
1950,  at  his  home  in  Red  Cloud,  Nebr. 
He  is  survived  by  six  children,  sixteen 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grand- 
children. Early  in  life  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. — Mrs.  Emma 
Blickenstaff,   Seibert,  Colo. 

Flaugh,  William  R.,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Rebekah  Dively  Flaugh,  was  born  at  Clays- 
burg,  Pa.,  Feb.  26,  1885,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  brother-in-law  near  Hollidays- 
burg,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  In 
April  1922  he  was  married  to  Rosa  Hol- 
singer  of  Bakers  Summit,  who  preceded 
him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held 
by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  assisted  by  Bro.  G. 
Quinter  Showalter,  in  the  Holsinger 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury, 
Pa. 

Ford,  Ethel  Mae,  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Eva  Snowberger  Walter,  was  born  Dec. 
18,  1888,  and  died  July  7,  1950.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Chester  Ford  on 
March  5,  1907.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  eight  children,  sixteen  grand- 
children, one  great-grandchild,  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Hopewell  M.  E.  church  by  Bro.  D. 

I.  Pepple,  assisted  by  the  Methodist  pastor. 
Interment  was  in  the  Sunnyside  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Francis,  Sallie  Lee,  daughter  of  George 
and  Sarah  Shaver,  was  born  June  10,  1870, 
and  died  Oct.  1,  1950,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Nokes- 
ville  church  since  early  girlhood.  She  is 
survived  by  one  son,  two  grandsons,  one 
granddaughter  and  three  great-grand- 
daughters. She  was  the  wife  of  Edgar  D. 
Francis,  who  preceded  her  in  death. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  Crandell's 
funeral  home  in  Warrenton,  Va.,  by 
Brethren  Dewey  D.  Fleishman  and  George 
Beahm  of  Nokesville.  Interment  was  in 
the  Warrenton  cemetery  beside  her 
husband. — Hilda  Mae  Francis,  Nokesville, 
Va. 

Marker,  Charles  E.,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Cynthia  Bowman  Marker,  was  born  July 

II,  1869,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1950,  at  his  home 
near  Smithsburg,  Md.  He  united  with  the 
Welty  church  in  1911.  He  served  as  a  trus- 
tee for  thirty-four  years  and  as  church 
treasurer  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Ellen 
Harshmore  in  1897,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children.  He  is  survived  by  three 
daughters,  one  son,  three  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Welty  church  by 
Bro.  Elmer  Rowland  of  the  Longmeadow 
church,  Md.  Burial  was  in  the  Smithsburg 
cemetery. — Esther  V.  McCormick,  Hagers- 
town,  Md. 
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Miller,  Clifford  W.,  son  of  Edward  and 
Ellen  Dodson  Miller,  was  born  in  Taylor 
Township,  Pa.,  Aug.  9,  1888,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter  near  Duncans- 
ville.  Pa.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  preceded  him  in  death.  He 
is  survived  by  his  second  wife,  five  daugh- 
ters and  five  sons.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Albright  church,  where  funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple. 
Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 
— Mrs.   D.   I.   Pepple,   Woodbury,   Pa. 

Monbeck,  Harvey,  was  born  in  White 
County,  Ind.,  Nov.  5,  1874,  and  died  Aug. 
30,  1950,  at  his  home  near  Lakeside.  He 
was  married  on  Dec.  4,  1897,  to  Martha 
Bowsher.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
three  children  and  three  grandchildren. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Buffalo,  Ind.,  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Bedford 
cemetery. — John  D.  Mishler,  Chicago,  111. 

Oldham,  Helen,  daughter  of  William  and 
Ida  Gorsuch,  was  born  in  Bluefield,  Va., 
July  29,  1902,  and  died  in  Roaring  Spring, 
Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1950.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Thomas  Oldham  on  Jan.  25, 
1928.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
son,  one  daughter  and  one  sister.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
several  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Albright  church  by  Bro.  D.  I. 
Pepple,  assisted  by  Samuel  Helsel.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Roaring  Spring  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Rhoades,  Aaron  Levi,  son  of  Christopher 
and  Catharine  Rhoades,  was  born  Oct. 
11,  1861,  near  Blountsville,  Ind.,  and  died 
Oct.  14,  1950.  On  Sept.  8,  1885,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  M.  Heller,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  on  July  25,  1900. 
Two  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
On  July  28,  1903,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Pearl  Marple  of  North  Topeka,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  on  July  28,  1947. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
When  Bro.  Rhoades  was  fourteen  years 
old,  he  accepted  Christ  as  his  personal 
Savior.    He  served  his  church  actively  In 
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the  office  of  deacon.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  four  sons,  one  stepson, 
twelve  grandchildren  and  seven  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Penn-Well  Gable  funeral  home  in 
Topeka,  Kansas,  by  the  pastor  of  the 
Topeka  church. — Charles  Dumond,  Sr„ 
Topeka,  Kansas. 

Risser.  Clarence  B.,  was  born  March  2, 
1893,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Palmyra,  Pa.,  Sept.  17,  1950. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Palmyra  church 
and  the  men's  Bible  class.  He  is  survived 
by  his  parents,  his  wife,  three  children, 
three  grandchildren  and  five  brothers  and 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Elder  F.  S.  Carper  of  the  Palmyra  church. 
Burial  was  in  the  Gravel  Hill  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  George  W.  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Roller,  Gertrude  Floyd,  was  born  in 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  Oct.  18,  1879,  and  died  in 
the  Mercy  hospital  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
22,  1950.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  and  served  the  church  until 
her  death.  She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Bridgewater  ladies'  aid.  She  taught 
Sunday  school  and  served  as  the  cradle 
roll  superintendent  at  Bridgewater  until 
1926,  when  she  moved  to  Keyser,  W.  Va.  In 
1932  the  family  came  to  the  Lake  Ridge 
church  and  served  there  until  her  death. 
She  served  in  the  ladies'  aid,  taught  Sun- 
day school  and  served  as  cradle  roll 
superintendent.  She  had  been  in  ill-health 
since  1922  and  was  anointed  several  times. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Charles 
Roller,  two  sons  and  six  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Lake 
Ridge  church  by  the  undersigned.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  King  Ferry  cemetery. 
—Guy  R.  Buch,  King  Ferry,  N.  Y. 

Shelly,  Minnie  Good,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  Sept.  29,  1883,  and 
died  March  28,  1950.  She  was  married  on 
Oct.  18,  1906,  to  Charles  K.  Shelly.  She 
united  with  the  Chiques  church  April  30, 
1906.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  three  daughters.  Funeral  ,services 
were  held  at  the  Chiques  church  by  Breth- 
ren B.  G.  Stauffer,  David  Gibble  and 
Herbert  Wolgemuth.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Robert  O. 
Hess,  Manheim,  Pa. 


Church  News 

Indiana 

South  Whitley. — Our  church  was  very 
much  saddened  by  the  death  of  our  elder, 
Bro.  Elmer  Gilbert.  The  young  people 
sponsored  the  Stinebaugh  family  in  a 
musical  program.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  was  held  on  Sept.  13,  at  which 
time  church  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  A.  F.  Morris  was  elected 
elder  to  replace  Bro.  Gilbert.  A  rally 
day  and  home-coming  service  was  held 
on  Sept.  24  was  a  basket  dinner  at  noon, 
a  talk  by  Bro.  Morris  and  music  by  the 
children  in  the  afternoon.  Elizabeth  Baker 
presented  a  sacred  picture  to  the  church 
in  memory  of  her  husband,  George  Baker. 
Eight  persons  have  been  received  into 
the  church  since  our  last  report,  three  by 
baptism  and  five  by  letter.  An  order  for 
the  new  Brethren  Hymnal  has  been 
placed.  The  men  are  planning  to  have  the 
church  painted  and  other  repair  work  done 
this  fall.  The  women  canned  190  quarts 
of  fruit  for  the  Mexico  Home.  Bro.  Earl 
Garver,  newly  appointed  dean  of  Man- 
chester College,  was  our  guest  speaker  on 
Oct.  29.— Rachel  Auker,  South  Whitley, 
Ind. 

Ohio 

West  Alexandria. — The  church  has  en- 
joyed many  spiritual  blessings  during  the 
past  months.  Sister  Clara  Harper,  mis- 
sionary on  furlough  from  Africa,  gave  an 
inspiring  message  of  her  work.  An  in- 
stallation service  was  held  for  all  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  October.  The  church  observed 
its  love  feast  on  World  Communion  Sun- 
day evening.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife.gave 
communion  to  several  members  who  were 
confined  to  their  homes  because  of  age 
or  sickness.  Bro.  Paul  Halladay  of  Man- 
chester College  directed  us  in  four  sessions 
of  a  musical  institute  Oct.  6-8.  The  ladies' 
aid,  in  its  biweekly  meetings,  is  busy 
sewing  for  Bethany  Hospital.  The  ladies 
have  planned  four  special  meetings  for  the 
year  in  which  the  following  will  be 
emphasized:  Christmas,  missions,  home- 
builders  and  devotional  life.  The  young 
people  are  active  in  their  program  under 
the  leadership  of  Henry  Landis  as  teacher 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmerson  Baker  as 
adult  advisers.  There  seems  to  be  an 
active  interest  in  the  men's  organization 
in  supporting  the  district  men's  project. 
During  the  year  the  church  has  received 
six  persons  by  baptism  and  five  by  letter. 
— Mrs.  Harold  Bowman,  Lewisburg,  Ohio. 

West  Milton. — Our  last  business  meeting 
was  held  Sept.  28,  with  Elder  Moyne 
Landis  presiding.  Six  of  our  women 
enjoyed  the  women's  camp  at  Camp  Sugar 
Grove  Sept.  13-14.  Our  fall  communion 
was  held  on  Oct.  1.  The  four  German 
students,  who  sailed  Sept.  12  for  their 
native  homes,  arrived  safely.  We  will  have 
a  community  hymn  sing  on  Nov.  12.  Plans 
are  made  for  four  nights'  services  pre- 
ceding our  evangelistic  meeting  Nov.  13-28. 
Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  will 
be  the  evangelist.  A  new  church  directory 
is  in  the  making  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Perry 
Huffaker. — Alice  Aukerman,  West  Milton, 
Ohio. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
Bieber  and  their  family  left  Lincoln  after 
serving  as  pastors  here  for  the  past  year. 
A  farewell  supper  was  held  for  them  in 
the  church  basement  and  a  sewing 
machine  was  presented  to  them.  They  left 
for  Africa  on  Oct.  20.  Bro.  Merlin  Frantz, 
the  state  director  of  CROP,  has  been  filling 
our  pulpit  as  much  as  possible.  At  the 
request  of  the  Lincoln  church,  Charles 
Baldwin  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
Sept.  7  at  Roann,  Ind.,  by  Elder  Hugh 
Miller  and  J.  F.  Baldwin.  Bro.  Charles 
Baldwin  is  now  located  in  Chicago.  Our 
annual  birthday  dinner  was  held  on  Sept. 
19,  after  which  Bro.  Premchand  Bhagat 
spoke  and  showed  pictures  of  India.  Our 
women's  work  group  has  been  busy  wlth\ 
relief    clothing    throughout    the    summer 


and  fall.  The  young  people  sponsored  a 
supper  on  Sept.  22.  Our  yearly  election 
of  officers  was  held  on  Sept.  26  and  our 
regular  council  on  Oct.  6.  We  had  a  good 
representation  at  our  district  conference 
at  Holmesville  Oct.  13-15. — Mrs.  Jack 
Hunter.  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Pennsylvania 

Ligonier,  First.— Since  our  last  report, 
the  name  of  our  church  has  officially  been 
changed  from  Ligonier  Church  of  the 
Brethren  to  the  First  Church  of  the 
Brethren  of  Ligonier.  Our  last  quarterly 
council  decided  to  relicense  Dale  Zim- 
merman to  the  ministry.  He  has  been 
assisting  our  full-time  pastor,  Bro.  Robert 
G.  Mock,  who  is  now  resuming  his  studies 
at  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  at 
Pittsburgh.  Three  of  the  youth  of  the 
church,  DelorisBoyd,  Madolyn  Boyd  and 
Mary  Lou  Zimmerman,  have  entered 
Brethren  Service  work  for  one  year.  We 
have  been  sending  clothing  regularly  to 
New  Windsor.  Seven  people  have  been 
baptized  since  our  spring  communion. 
Since  this  communion,  one  of  our  dea- 
conessess,  Mrs.  Mabel  Wolford,  has  been 
called  by  death.  Two  of  our  young  people 
attended  Camp  Harmony  this  summer.  A 
series  of  films  are  planned  to  be  shown 
during  the  fall  and  winter.  The  CBYF  of 
our  church  has  recently  adopted  a  new 
project  which  is  to  install  a  new  chancel 
In  the  auditorium.  An  extensive  remodel- 
ing program  has  been  in  progress  since 
April.  On  Jubilee  day,  Oct.  1,  we  had  a 
good  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  at 
the  love  feast  in  the  evening. — Arthetta 
Wolford,  Ligonier,  Pa. 

New  Fairview. — Our  regular  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  1  with 
Elder  Michael  Markey  in  charge.  Bro. 
Roger  Markey  reported  total  contributions 
for  the  closing  fiscal  year  of  $4,338.95  to  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board  for  missions. 
Including  the  support  of  Sister  Ruth  Utz 
on  the  mission  field.  One  member  was 
reclaimed.  Our  elder  was  re-elected  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Howard  Fitz,  Brother 
and  Sister  Lester  Markey  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Norman  Reber  were  installed  into 
the  office  of  deacon  by  Elders  S.  C. 
Godfrey  and  Noah  Zellers.  Brethren 
Howard    Fitz,    William    Fitz,    J.    L.    Miller 


and  Erwin  Meyers  were  elected  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting.  Elder  Michael 
Markey  installed  the  new  young  people's 
officers  on  Oct.  7.  The  young  people  have 
been  putting  on  some  fine  programs.  A 
$15,000  remodeling  job  is  under  way  at  the 
church.  Another  milestone  in  the  history 
of  our  Yorkana  mission  point  was  reached 
on  Oct.  14  when  the  church  house  was 
dedicated.  Since  Sept.  12,  1948,  the  Sun- 
day-school enrollment  has  grown  from 
thirty-three  to  seventy-seven.  Our  wom- 
en's work  organization  has  been  having 
fine  monthly  meetings.  Eighty-three  dol- 
lars have  been  raised  for  the  Brotherhood 
Fund  this  year.  Their  programs  this  year 
include  one  on  temperance  and  vocal 
music  by  the  Chiques  quartet  led  by 
Robert  Hess. — Norman  F.  Reber,  York, 
Pa. 

Palmyra. — Elder  Premchand  Bhagat  of 
India  brought  us  an  evening  message  re- 
cently. Bro.  Joseph  Long,  our  summer 
pastor,  took  charge  of  our  vacation  Bible 
school,  made  almost  200  home  visits,  took 
the  juniors  and  intermediates  to  the  Pine 
Woods  each  week  and  substituted  for  our 
pastor  during  his  absences.  Our  young 
people  spent  several  Sunday  afternoons 
and  evenings  at  the  Pine  Woods  with 
neighboring  churches  as  their  guests.  They 
had  devotions  and  campfires  as  well  as 
recreation.  Several  of  our  sisters  attended 
the  women's  work  meeting  at  Hanoverdale. 
Our  communion  services  were  held  Oct. 
1.  The  district  men's  fellowship  was  held 
in  our  church  on  Oct.  7.  Bro.  Warren 
Bowman  of  Bridgewater  College  brought 
the  message  and  was  also  with  us  at  the 
Sunday  morning  service.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro.  A.  C. 
Baugher  for  a  Bible  institute,  the  student 
volunteer  group  from  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege and  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser,  who  will 
hold  our  evangelistic  service  Nov.  5-19. — 
Mrs.  George  W.  Bell,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  Bethany. — Although  many 
of  our  people  have  been  away  on  vaca- 
tion, our  services  have  been  well  attended. 
Our  Sunday-school  teachers  are  showing 
great  interest  by  attending  regular  meet- 
ings with  class  groups  during  the  week 
and  having  outings  and  fellowship  week 
ends.  The  young  people  are  carrying  on 
Bible    study   two    nights    a    week    in    the 
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homes  of  their  leaders.  The  evangelistic 
meetings  in  a  near-by  park  every  Thurs- 
day evening  during  the  summer  were  well 
attended.  The  meetings  opened  with 
flannelgraph  lessons  for  the  children,  con- 
ducted by  Sister  Marion  Jones,  followed 
by  services  for  the  adults.  Our  pastor 
has  been  preaching  inspiring  and  spiritual 
sermons.  Our  young  people  sponsored  a 
week-end  camp  and  conference  over  Labor 
Day.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  accom- 
panied them  as  leaders.  Oct.  1  was  rally 
day.  At  our  morning  church  service  five 
persons  were  baptized.  In  the  evening  the 
service  was  taken  over  by  the  young 
people,  who  gave  us  the  high  lights  of  their 
Labor  Day  week-end  conference.  Our 
music  committee  provided  special  music 
every  Sunday  while  the  choir  was  on 
vacation.  We  had  some  very  splendid 
guest  soloists.  Sister  Dorothy  Jones  is 
back  with  us  after  serving  in  Europe  with 
Brethren  Service. — Mrs.  Charles  Bartolett, 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Raven  Run.— Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Wood- 
bury conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  for  us  and,  as  a  result,  twelve 
persons  were  baptized.  Since  our  revival 
meeting,  two  others  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  Several  of  our 
Sunday-school  children  attended  Bible 
school  in  different  churches  this  summer. 
Several  of  our  boys  and  girls  attended 
Camp  Harmony.  Our  chorus,  under  the 
direction  of  Bro.  Tommy  Hoover,  sang 
at  the  Albright  church  on  Oct.  2.  Our 
women's  work  has  been  quilting,  serving 
sale  dinners  and  boiling  apple  butter.  One 
ladies'  Sunday-school  class  raised  $300 
talent  money.  The  proceeds  of  all  will  go 
toward  our  church  debt.  The  men's  work 
has  a  fifteen-acre  field  of  corn  ready  to 
harvest.  The  proceeds  will  also  go  toward 
the  church  debt.  Several  of  our  church 
people  attended  the  regional  conference 
in  New  Enterprise.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  was  held  on  Oct.  7  and  officers 
were  elected.  Bro.  Joseph  Clapper  of  the 
Yellow  Creek  congregation  was  elected 
elder.  We  also  elected  our  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  Our  midweek  prayer 
services  are  held  in  the  different  homes  of 
our  congregation.  We  have  lost  one  of 
our  aged  members,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hoover, 
by  death.  Our  fall  love  feast  was  held 
Oct.  15  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Joseph 
Clapper,  in  charge  of  the  services.— Hilda 
Hoover,   Saxton,  Pa. 

Shippensburg.— On  Oct.  29  five  persons 
were  baptized  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Glenn 
Kinsel.  We  are  very  happy  to  receive 
these  young  people  into  our  church.  Our 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  6. — Anna 
J.  Varner,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 

White  Oak. — At  our  last  council  meeting 
the  members  of  the  ministerial  board  were 
present  to  install  Bro.  Jere  Cassel  and  his 
wife  into  the  office  of  elder.  Brethren 
Charles  Myer  and  Kenneth  Hershey  and 
their  wives  were  installed  in  the  office  of 
deacon  for  a  year.  Harvest-home  services 
were  held  at  Manheim  with  Bro.  Samuel 
Godfry  of  Red  Lion  and  M.  B.  Mentzer 
of  Chambersburg  as  the  guest  speakers. 
Bro.  Mentzer  also  delivered  the  sermon 
on  the  following  Sunday  at  Graybill.  Bro. 
Norman  Patrick  delivered  a  missionary 
message  at  Longenecker  on  Sept.  3.  At 
this  meeting  an  offering  was  lifted  for 
missions.  Brother  and  Sister  Hershey 
Keller  were  our  delegates  to  the  Labor 
Day  meeting  and  brought  back  interesting 
reports.  Brethren  W.  Hartman  Rice  of 
Shady  Grove  and  G.  Howard  Danner  of 
Abbottstown  were  guest  speakers  at  a 
week-end  Bible  conference  on  Sept.  16  at 
Manheim.  Love  feast  was  held  at 
Longenecker     on    Oct.     18    and     19,    with 
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Brethren  Edward  Wingert  and  Roy 
Hawbaker  of  Back  Creek,  Samuel  and 
David  Leheigh  of  Pleasant  Hill  and  B.  G. 
Stauffer  of  Chiques  bringing  the  messages. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Jere 
Cassel,  Ollie  Hevener,  Walter  Eshleman 
and  Clayton  Hershey.  Three  persons  will 
be  baptized  in  the  near  future.  Heifers 
are  being  received  on  the  farms  of  two 
of  our  brethren  and  held  for  shipment 
overseas. — Kathryn  M.  Brubaker,  Man- 
heim,  Pa. 

Wooddale. — Since  our  last  report  two 
persons  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  letter.  We  had  one  week  of 
vacation  Bible  school,  of  which  our  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  was  the  dean. 
Great  interest  was  shown  among  all  who 
attended.  Our  elder,  W.  F.  Berkebile,  con- 
ducted our  council  on  Oct.  3,  at  which 
"time  church  officers  were  elected.  Sunday- 
school  and  church  officers  were  installed 
the  following  Sunday.  Our  delegates  to 
•district  meeting  were  Mrs.  Oscar  Lankey 
and  Mrs.  James  Hostetler.  We  are  plan- 
ning a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting 
beginning  Oct.  22  and  closing  on  Nov.  5 
with  our  love  feast.  Our  evangelist  will 
be  Emma  Aboud  of  the  Brethren  Church. 
— Mrs.  James  Hostetler,  Connellsville,  Pa. 

Virginia 

Arbor  Hill. — With  the  help  of  friends  and 
•neighbors  a  building  program  was  started 
at  the  Arbor  Hill  church.  The  improve- 
ments, when  completed,  will  include  a 
"twelve-foot  extension  to  the  main  audi- 
torium with  a  complete  new  lighting 
system,  new  pews  furnished  by  a  special 
women's  project,  eleven  new  rooms  for 
church-school  purposes  and  a  basement 
recreation  and  social  room.  Most  of  the 
labor  was  done  by  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  men's  Bible  class  and  hot 
meals  were  served  to  them  each  day  by 
the  ladies'  class.  It  is  our  hope  that 
dedication  services  will  be  held  in  the 
near  future  and  that  at  that  time  the 
church  will  be  free  of  debt.  Revival  serv- 
ices were  held  by  Bro.  Robert  Byrd  of 
Durbin,  W.  Va.  Eleven  persons  were 
baptized  and  four  received  by  letter.  On 
Sept.  5,  in  our  church  council,  we  selected 
officers  for  all  departments  of  the  church 
and  the  women  joined  the  Council  of 
Churches  of  the  community.  Communion 
services  were  held  on  Sept.  24.  Rally  day 
was  held  on  Oct.  1.  The  new  auditorium 
was  used  for  the  first  time  for  the  con- 
secration of  babies  and  the  installation 
of  officers  and  teachers. — Mrs.  Antha 
Bright,  Staunton,  Va. 

Cloverdale. — Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold  of  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  presented  a  program,  Wor- 
ship in  Art,  in  our  church.  Our  young 
people  held  a  public  program  on  Sept. 
10,  with  Bro.  Paul  Hylton,  adult  adviser 
of  the  district  CBYF,  as  the  speaker. 
Installation  services  for  the  officers  of  the 
women's  work  were  held  on  Sept.  17.  Mrs. 
John  Crumpacker,  the  retiring  president, 
who  has  served  more  than  twenty  years, 
was  in  charge  of  the  worship  service  and 
our  pastor  gave  a  talk  on  Some  Tests  of 
Discipleship.  The  men  met  for  a  supper 
meeting  in  the  church  basement  on  Sept. 
20  and  reorganized  for  the  coming  year. 
On  Sept.  24  our  regular  fall  council  meet- 
ing was  held  with  Bro.  F.  D.  Dove  presid- 
ing and  officers  were  elected  for  the  new 
year.  An  installation  service  was  held  for 
the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday 
school  on  Sept.  24  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Chester  Harley.  Our  Achievement  Offer- 
ing for  the  Brotherhood  Fund  lifted  in 
September  amounted  to  $414.32.  On  Oct. 
1  we  observed  rally  day.  The  Sunday- 
school  classes  are  preparing  Christmas 
towel  kits  for  children  overseas.  Our 
evangelistic  meeting  will  be  held  Oct. 
30 — Nov.  12,  with  Bro.  Bernard  King  of 
York,  Pa.,  as  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Chester 
Snider,   Cloverdale,   Va. 

Eastern  Mi.  Carmel. — Because  of  his 
health,  Bro.  D.  B.  Garber,  who  has  so 
faithfully  served  us  as  elder  and  pastor  for 
several  years,  has  moved  to  his  home  at 
Waynesboro.   On  Sept.  1  Bro.  I.  L.  Bennett 


of  Franklin,  W.  Va.,  took  up  the  pastoral 
work  here  and  is  now  living  in  our 
parsonage  with  his  wife  and  daughter.  On 
the  evening  of  Oct.  14  our  love  feast  was 
held  at  the  Pine  Ridge  house,  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  15  at  the  Cedar  Grove 
house  and  on  Oct.  21  at  the  Shiloh  house. 
On  Oct.  15  we  were  happy  to  have  Brother 
and  Sister  O.  R.  Hersch  worship  with  us 
at  the  Cedar  Grove  morning  session.  Sister 
Hersch,  who  is  president  of  the  women's 
work  for  the  Eastern  district,  gave  us 
an  excellent  talk  in  which  she  outlined 
some  of  the  future  projects  for  the  organ- 
ization. Then  Bro.  Hersch,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  administration  of 
the  Eastern  District,  brought  us  a  message 
on  the  subject  of  When  a  Man  Finds 
Himself.  Brother  and  Sister  Hersch  will 
be  with  us  at  the  parsonage  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Oct.  30,  at  which  time  they  will 
show  representatives  from  all  five  of  our 
churches  moving  pictures  relative  to  the 
church's  progress  and  task.  Funds  are 
now  being  raised  by  our  five  churches  to 
repair  the  parsonage  and  to  install  a  bath- 
room. We  are  continuing  the  CBYF  at 
Pine  Ridge  with  large  attendance  and 
high  interest.  We  are  also  hopeful  of  more 
organizations  in  the  other  churches  in  the 
near  future. — Lottie  M.  Bennett,  Ruckers- 
ville,  Va. 

Elk  Run. — We  met  in  our  regular  quar- 
terly council  in  September  and  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  O.  S.  Miller 
was  chosen  as  elder  and  Bro.  Joseph  Glick 
as  pastor.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  during  August  under  the  direction  of 
Charlotte  Craun.  We  are  planning  for  a 
dedication  service  for  our  new  basement. 
One  letter  was  granted  since  our  last 
report.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Nov.  5.— Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith,  Churchville,  Va. 

Harrisonburg. — Our  annual  festival  of 
music  by  the  youth  was  held  one  Sunday 
evening  with  many  of  our  young  people 
participating.  During  the  summer  the 
men's  service  organization  met  early  in 
the  evening  and  donated  their  time  work- 
ing on  and  around  the  new  sanctuary, 
which  is  now  under  construction.  A  very 
impressive  service  of  cornerstone  laying 
was  held  on  a  Sunday  afternoon.  Besides 
the  participants  from  our  own  church, 
Rev.  C.  H.  Blackwell,  pastor  of  the  Harri- 
sonburg Methodist  church,  delivered  an 
address   on   The   Importance   of   Spiritual 
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Foundations.  Bro.  Ernest  Wampler  re- 
cently presented  many  interesting  facts 
about  China.  We  observed  our  communion 
service  on  World  Communion  Sunday  with 
Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman,  president  of 
Bridgewater  College,  as  the  guest  speaker. 
At  our  fall  council  meeting  $700  was 
reported  as  having  been  raised  during 
the  year  by  the  women's  organization. 
Rally  day  was  held  on  Oct.  8  with  an  old- 
fashioned  hymn  festival  in  the  evening 
under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Galen  Stine- 
baugh,  who  has  resumed  his  duties  with 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  483.  Wanted:  Finances  to  start  an- 
other Brethren  home  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  $100  up  is  acceptable.  Will  pay  five 
per  cent  interest.  Write:  Chester  Kintner, 
Alvordton,  Ohio. 

No.  484.  For  Sale:  Modern  home.  One 
block  from  Brethren  church  and  college. 
Six  rooms,  nice  shade.  Possession  Nov. 
15.  For  terms  write:  Tracy  Hardy,  319 
Carrie   St.,  McPherson,   Kansas. 

No.  485.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
with  purebred  Guernsey  cattle  and  gen- 
eral farming,  to  assume  some  responsi- 
bility when  owner  is  away.  Brethren 
community.  Write:  Andrew  J.  Hoff,  Box 
197,   New  Windsor,  Md. 

No.  486.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
on  dairy  farm  and  do  general  farm  work. 
Room,  board  furnished.  Brethren  home 
near  Palmyra  church.  Good  offer  to  right 
man.  Write:  Abram  E.  Risser,  Horseshoe 
Farm,    R.    1,   Annville,    Pa. 

No.  487.  Wanted:  Lady  for  housework 
and  to  help  care  for  invalid  lady  in  Breth- 
ren home  near  Brethren  church.  Good 
permanent  home  and  wages.  Write:  W.  E. 
Roesch,  619  E.  10th  St.,  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas. 

No.  488.  Wanted:  Woman  help  for  Breth- 
ren Old  Folks  Home,  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  Live  in.  Write:  O.  J.  Has- 
singer,  Huntsdale,  Pa. 

No.  489.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  single 
man  to  work  on  small  truck  and  poultry 
farm.  Brethren  man  preferred.  Good 
home.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  490.  Wanted:  Superintendent  and 
matron  for  Girard  Brethren  Home,  to  take 
charge  March  1,  1951.  Write:  Charles  E. 
Gibbel,  118  N.  Third,  Girard,  111. 

No.  491.  For  Sale:  Farm  of  44  acres  near 
Lake  Maxinkuckee,  Ind.  Electricity,  daily 
mail  service,  reasonable.  Write:  W.  Wil- 
fert,  1117  Sycamore,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

No.  492.  For  Sale:  280-acre  farm,  al- 
most new  8-room  house  in  excellent  con- 
dition, running  water.  2V2  miles  from 
nearest  service  center,  school,  Brethren 
church;  18  miles  from  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
R.E.A.  power  and  telephone.  Good  dairy 
barn  for  17  cows.  Soil  light  and  sandy, 
good  for  crops  and  legumes.  Farm  with- 
out personal  property  $40  per  acre.  Write: 
Donald    G.    Holsopple,    Mondovi,    Wis. 

No.  493.  For  Lease:  Two  veins  of  good 
coal  in  Southern  Indiana  on  good  road. 
Prefer  member  of  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, good  references  required.  Write:  Jen- 
nie Brown,  R.   1,   Shoals,   Ind. 

No.  494.  Wanted:  Boarding  or  private 
home,  preferably  in  Michigan  or  northern 
Indiana  for  a  gentle,  depressed,  elderly 
woman;  competent  to  take  major  care  of 
herself  with  supervision.  Please  state 
weekly  or  monthly  rates.  Write:  Dr.  Ruth 
E.  Lalime,  Bear  Lake,  Mich. 

No.  495.  Anyone  thinking  of  locating  in 
our  city  may  obtain  list  of  Denver's  em- 
ployment agencies  by  writing  to  Galen 
HosteUer,  720  South  Washington,  Denver, 
Colo. 


us  as  minister  of  music.  During  his 
absence  Bro.  Paul  Sanger  of  Bridgewater 
College  served  as  director  of  music  for 
us.  Our  pastor  is  preaching  a  series  of 
Sunday  evening  sermons  on  The  Big 
Fisherman. — Ruth  M.  Good,  Harrisonburg, 
Va. 

Middle  River. — At  our  council  meeting  in 
August  we  decided  to  use  one  third  of 
the  Lord's  acre  project  money  to  start 
a  fund  for  some  needed  Sunday-school 
rooms.  The  women  of  the  church  will 
have  their  annual  Lord's  acre  supper  on 
Nov.  10.  Bro.  Byron  Wampler  was 
elected  as  the  new  trustee  to  take  the 
place  of  Bro.  Luther  Garber,  who  passed 
away.  As  our  church  was  founded  in 
1824,  much  interest  has  been  shown  in 
compiling  a  history  of  the  church.  We 
voted  to  buy  the  new  church  hymnal. 
Fifty  dollars  was  added  to  the  church 
budget  to  buy  new  books  and  supplies  for 
our  church  library.  The  men  of  the 
church  are  planning  to  plant  twenty  acres 
of  wheat  and  are  in  charge  of  constructing 
a  walk  around  the  side  of  the  church  to 
the  nursery  door.  Gemot  Albin,  the 
young  German  boy  who  had  lived  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Jacob  Andes  for  the 
past    year,    has    departed    for    his    home 


country.  He  made  many  friends  and  we 
were  sorry  to  see  him  go.  The  CBYF 
gave  a  party  for  him  just  before  he  left. 
They  served  dinner  on  Sunday  to  a  group 
of  former  C.O.'s,  who  held  their  annual 
reunion  at  our  church.  A  temperance 
play,  What  Shall  It  Profit?  was  presented 
by  a  group  of  the  young  people  at  six 
different  churches  in  the  district  during 
the  summer.  Evangelistic  services  were 
held  Sept.  10-17  by  Bro.  Wayne  Dick  of 
the  Lancaster  church.  Five  persons  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one  was  reinstated.  Our  communion  was 
held  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs.  Raymond  Moore,  Ft. 
Defiance,  Va. 

New  Bethel. — We  were  fortunate  to  have 
the  Lenkers  back  to  serve  our  church  as 
summer  pastors.  As  the  result  of  our 
revival  services  held  by  Bro.  Lenker,  six 
persons  were  added  to  the  church.  On 
Aug.  6  Bro.  Williams  and  Bro.  Fike  met 
with  us  to  help  with  the  installation  serv- 
ice for  Bro.  Curtiss  Wells  and  his  wife 
and  Bro.  Edgar  Fowler  and  his  wife.  Bro. 
Lenker  delivered  his  farewell  address  on 
Aug.  9.  Bro.  Hoy,  our  regular  pastor,  filled 
the  pulpit  o»  Aug.  27.  We  met  in  our 
fall  council  and  officers  of  the  church  and 
Sunday-school      were      elected      for      the 
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Arnold's  Practical  Commentary.    $1.50 

Exposition,  discussion,  illustrations,  teaching  suggestions  for  pri- 
maries to  adults.   Concise.  (Lig) 


Broadman's  Comments.    $2.00 

Digest  of  scripture,  text  notes,  interpretation,  and  application. 
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Higley's  Sunday  School  Lesson  Commentary.  $1.50 

Conservative.  Outline,  introduction,  exposition,  object  lesson,  illus- 
trations, seed  thoughts,  and  keyed  plans  for  teachers  of  all  age 
groups.  (Hig) 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes.   $2.75 

Its  special  value  is  the  extensive  assembly  of  expository  notes  from 
conservative  Bible  scholars  and  writers.  Concluding  questions 
on  each  lesson.  (Wi) 

Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide.    $2.50 

Outline,  discussion  of  the  text,  light  from  Oriental  life,  background, 
and  treatment  of  the  topics  for  young  people  and  adults  and  for 
intermediates  and  seniors.    Forward-looking  and  stimulating.    (Re) 

Snowden-Douglass  Commentary.    $2.50 

A  continuance  of  the  excellent  old  Snowden  Commentary  under 
competent  authorship.   Concise.  (Ma) 

THE  POCKET  COMMENTARIES 

The  Gist  of  the  Lesson.   60  cents 

Assembled  out  of  the  notes  of  the  lamented  conservative  scholar, 
R.  A.  Torrey.  Brief  and  pointed  exposition  of  the  lesson  by  para- 
graphs. (Re) 

Points  for  Emphasis.   60  cents 

Written  by  the  long-time  editor  of  Southern  Baptist  Sunday-school 
materials.  Outline,  notes,  application.  Wording  that  is  bound  to 
catch  interest.  (Br) 
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coming  year.  Bro.  I.  D.  Hoy  was  retained 
as  our  pastor  and  elder.  On  Sept.  24  we 
observed  rally  day  and  home-coming  in 
an  all-day  meeting.  Sunday-school  teach- 
ers and  officers  were  installed.  Bro.  O.  R. 
Fike  was  our  guest  speaker.  An  offering 
for  missions  was  received.  In  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  the  young  people  from 
Boone  Chapel  presented  a  play.  Our 
ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilting  during 
the  year.  On  Oct.  8  Bro.  Hoy  had  a 
special  meeting  to  make  plans  for  Sunday- 
school  rooms.  Our  communion  service 
was  held  on  Oct.  21. — Mrs.  Rhoderic  L. 
Watson,  Chatham,  Va. 

Oakion. — Our  new  church  building  plans, 
which  we  have  been  contemplating  for 
several  years,  have  at  last  materialized. 
The  old  building  has  been  torn  down  in 
order  that  the  same  site  may  be  used.  We 
hope  to  have  it  completed  in  several 
months.  A  praise  and  gratitude  service 
was  held  on  the  last  Sunday  in  the  old 
structure.  While  our  construction  program 
is  in  progress,  we  are  worshiping  in  the 
Oakton  school  building.  Our  delegates  to 
the  district  conference  were  Russell  Miller, 
W.  E.  Showalter  and  Howard  Mason. 
Weldon  Myers,  a  student  minister  from 
Bethany  Seminary,  delivered  the  morning 
message  one  Sunday  and  in  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  B.  J.  Wampler  and  his  wife 
were  ordained  to  the  eldership.  Weldon 
Myers  and  his  wife  were  ordained  to  the 
ministry  and  Paul  Bowman  and  his  wife 
were  installed  in  the  office  of  deacon. 
There  have  been  four  new  members  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism  and  twelve  by 
letter  during  the  year.  The  women's  work 
has  made  great  progress  toward  raising 
funds  for  our  new  church.  Our  pastor 
and  his  wife  recently  celebrated  their 
silver  wedding  anniversary  by  holding 
open  house.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  B.  J. 
and  Mary  Wampler  from  our  congregation 
as  they  go  to  accept  the  pastorate  at 
Fayette,  W.  Va.— Mrs.  John  T.  Myers, 
Fairfax,  Va. 

Summit.— Our  council  meeting  was  held 
on  Sept.  19  with  Elder  R.  V.  Simmons 
presiding.  Brother  and  Sister  William 
Eicher,  who  came  as  our  new  pastors,  were 
the  first  to  occupy  our  new  parsonage. 
Our  Sunday  school  was  reorganized  and 
officers  and  teachers  were  installed  on 
Sept.  24.  Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrison- 
burg held  our  two  weeks'  revival  Sept. 
3-17.  Ten  young  people  were  baptized  into- 
our  fellowship  as  a  result.  We  held  our 
fall  communion  on  World  Communion 
Sunday  with  a  good  attendance.  On  Oct. 
4  we  lost  one  of  our  Sunday-school  mem- 
bers, Garland  Glick,  by  death.  We  are 
making  a  special  drive  for  the  parsonage 
fund  this  fall.  The  men  of  the  church 
are  meeting  the  first  Wednesday  of  each 
month  to  work  on  the  church  grounds  and 
the  cemetery.  One  of  our  members, 
Margaret  Glick,  who  is  serving  as  a 
volunteer,  arrived  in  Munich,  Germany, 
on  Oct.  6,  where  she  will  be  working  with 
displaced  persons  through  Churph  World 
Service.  Our  women's  work  group  is 
working  for  relief.  Since  the  remodeling 
of  our  parsonage,  the  women  have  con- 
tributed over  $785  to  the  parsonage  fund. 
— Mrs.  Sada  Craun,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Trouiville. — On  Sept.  24  we  met  in  our 
regular  council  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  reorganizing.  Bro.  Allen  Hoover  of 
Roanoke  will  hold  our  revival  meeting 
Nov.  5-12  and  our  communion  services 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  14.— Mrs.  E.  C. 
Woodie,  Troutville,  Va. 

Western  Mt.  Carmel. — Council  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Evergreen  church  on 
Sept.  10  for  the  election  of  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers.  Elder  D.  B.  Garber 
was  with  us  and  conducted  an  installation 
service  for  Brother  and  Sister  Herman 
Snow  into  the  office  of  deacon.  On  Sept. 
24  our  pastor  conducted  an  installation 
service  for  all  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers.  Our  communion  service  on  World 
Communion  Day  was  well  attended  with 
our  pastor,  Harold  Kettering,  presiding. 
The  communion  was  later  taken  to  the 
home    of    four    shut-in   .members    of    our 
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community.  The  Evergreen  church  ob- 
served Lord's  acre  and  home-coming  day 
on  Oct.  8,  with  Bro.  Virgil  Brallier  of 
Waynesboro  as  the  guest  speaker.  A 
basket  dinner  was  served  and  an  hour  of 
fellowship  was  enjoyed.  The  proceeds 
from  the  Lord's  acre  will  go  to  the  build- 
ing fund.  Bro.  F.  A.  Williar  of  Baltimore 
was  with  us  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  15  and 
brought  an  inspiring  message  on  soul 
winning. — Nelie  Wampler,  Geer,  Va. 

Washington 

Seattle,  Lakewood  Community. — Much 
interest  is  being  shown  in  our  new  church 
building.  The  men  are  busy  putting 
shakes  on  the  roof  and  hope  to  finish  it 
this  week.  We  believe  it  will  be  possible 
to  hold  our  Christmas  program  in  the  new 
building.  The  ladies'  aid  gave  $500  to  the 
building  fund  this  month.  The  two 
women's  groups  are  making  final  plans 
for  our  annual  dinner  and  bazaar,  which 
will  be  held  in  the  Lakewood  club  house 
on  Nov.  10.  We  are  proud  of  our  fine 
choir,  which  faithfully  rehearses  once  a 
week.  Ten  new  members  were  received 
into  the  church  during  the  past  two 
months.  Our  pastor,  Victor  Bendsen, 
devotes  many  long  hours  to  the  building 
of  our  new  church. — Mrs.  Agnes  Ralston, 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Wenatchee  Valley. — The  church  met  in 
regular  fall  council  on  Sept.  13.  One  of 
the  most  important  items  was  the  adop- 
tion of  a  unified  budget.  We  decided  to 
give  $4,000  to  the  Brotherhod  fund,  $2,000 
to  the  district  fund  and  the  new  churches 
and  $2,000  to  La  Verne  College.  Bro.  Jay 
Eller  was  elected  presiding  elder  with 
Bro.  E.  R.  Eikenberry  and  Owen  Kintner 
as  associates.  Mrs.  Jay  Eller  will  con- 
tinue as  Gospel  Messenger  agent.  We  have 
fourteen  of  our  young  people  in  La  Verne 
College  this  year,  two  at  Washington 
State  College,  two  at  the  University  of 
Washington  and  several  in  Wenatchee 
Junior  College.  Bro.  John  Keim  of  North 
Manchester,  who  is  teaching  in  a  near-by 
town,  directs  our  choir  for  us.  We  are 
enjoying  the  fellowship  of  our  two 
European  members  this  fall,  Gabriela 
Burian  and  Gerhart  Stehr.  The  church 
group  has  remodeled  a  schoolroom  for 
a  home  for  another  DP  family.  The  young 
people  are  canning  about  a  ton  and  a  half 
of  apples  for  the  La  Verne  College  dining 
hall.  The  women  continue  their  sewing 
of  dresses  and  baby  layettes.  They  are 
making  up  bundles  of  school  supplies, 
serving  kits  and  knit  garments  for  the 
aged,  besides  special  gift  packages  to  the 
immediate  families  of  our  European  mem- 
bers. The  valley  is  in  the  midst  of  its 
busiest  season,  which  will  be  followed 
immediately  by  our  own  religious  em- 
phasis week  at  our  anniversary  time.   Bro. 


Raymond  R.  Peters  from  the  Elgin  office 
will  lead  our  thinking  then. — Mrs. 
Geraldine  Eller,   Wenatchee,   Wash. 

West  Virginia 

Knobley. — Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Earl 
Atkinson,  has  returned  to  Bridgewater 
College.  One  person  was  converted  during 
his  meeting.  He  also  organized  a  ball 
team  of  the  boys  in  the  community,  which 
is  still  doing  wonderful  work  in  bringing 
more  of  them  to  church.  Our  Sunday 
school  and  BYPD  is  doing  fine.  We  have 
preaching  every  other  Sunday  by  ad- 
joining ministers.  We  entertained  the 
young  people's  round  table  on  Sept.  24. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  8  by  Bro.  Lorenzo  Fike. — Bertha 
Whittaker,   Antioch,   W.   Va. 

New  Hope. — Our  attendance  and  offer- 
ings have  been  fairly  good  during  the 
summer  months.  One  Sunday  Mrs.  Byrd 
was  with  us  and  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage. James  Judy  spoke  for  us  recently  in 
the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Pugh.  A 
joint  revival  meeting  was  held  in  October 
by  Rev.  Tenney,  the  Methodist  minister, 


and  Bro.  Pugh,  our  pastor.  A  special 
number  in  song  was  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Judy  of  the  Pine  Grove  church 
during  the  meeting. — Mrs.  Delbert  Moore, 
Dunmore,  W.  Va. 

Pleasant  View. — On  Sept.  24  a  business 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  time  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  On 
Oct.  1  Bro.  B.  J.  Wampler  and  his  wife 
began  their  pastoral  work  with  us.  An 
installation    service    was    held    with   Bro. 

A.  J.  Caricofe  in  charge.  We  are  to  have 
a  series  of  meetings  Nov.  13-23  by  our 
pastor.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  sent  five  quilts 
and  nine  bundles  of  clothing  to  relief.  We 
are  also  supporting  a  girl  in  the  Pinecrest 
sanitorium  in  Beckley.  We  plan  to  send 
towel  kits  to  Germany  again  this  Christ- 
mas. The  men  of  the  church  painted  our 
church  inside  and  the  young  adult  class 
added  drapes  to  the  windows  and  laid  new 
carpets.  The  parsonage  has  been  re- 
modeled. Two  delegates  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  at  Roanoke,  Va.,  in 
August.  Three  of  our  young  people  and 
the  pastor  attended  a  district  youth 
cabinet  meeting  at  Roanoke  recently. 
Anyone  passing  by  Pleasant  View  is  wel- 
come to  worship  with  us  at  any  time. — 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Riner,  Fayetteville,  W.  Va. 

Sunnyside. — The  church  met  in  council 
on  Aug.  27  and  officers  were  elected.   Bro. 

B.  B.  Ludwick  was  re-elected  elder  for 
another  year.  Bro.  J.  E.  Dettra,  pastor  of 
the  Westernport  church  in  Maryland,  be- 
gan a  series  of  meetings  Sept.  11  and 
closed  with  the  love  feast  on  Sept.  24. 
Two  persons  were  baptized,  one  awaits 
the  rite  and  one  was  received  by  letter. 
Since  our  last  report,  we  have  sent  two 
bags  of  clothing  to  New  Windsor.  The 
aid  society  is  sponsoring  the  repairing  and 
painting  of  the  church  roof  and  the  deco- 
rating of  the  interior  of  the  church.  Our 
church  is  doing  very  well  considering  we 
have  no  pastor.  Brethren  Ross  Johnson 
and  Lorenzo  Fike  alternate  preaching  the 
first  Sunday  morning  of  each  month.  The 
elder  preaches  the  second  Sunday  evening 
and  the  third  Sunday  morning.  Our  elder 
also  conducts  a  Bible  study  class  and  wor- 
ship service  each  Sunday  evening  in  the 
basement  of  the  annex  of  the  courthouse 
in  Romney.  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold  of  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  gave  one  of  his  chalk  talks 
and  music  programs  in  our  church.  Bro. 
Howard  Alley  showed  his  India  pictures. 
—Ethel  T.  Ludwick,  Keyser,  W.  Va. 
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Medical  Insurance 

I  was  very  interested  in  Bro. 
Kintner's  point  of  view  on  the 
adequacy  of  our  present  medical 
facilities  (Gospel  Messenger,  Oct. 
14,  1950).  I  feel  that  for  the  sake 
of  further  understanding  the  other 
side  of  the  story  must  be  told. 
Medical  insurance  is  consistent  with 
the  highest  principles  of  Christian 
ethics  and  the  long  established 
Brethren  practice  of  the  shared  risk. 
Did  not  the  early  Brethren  use  their 
deacons  to  help  the  needy?  Do  not 
the  Brethren  of  today  unquestion- 
ingly  chip  in  to  help  a  less  fortunate 
neighbor  build  a  new  barn  if  his 
has  burned?  Medical  insurance 
represents  nothing  more  than  the 
broadening  of  the  principle  of  the 
shared  risk.  It  operates  in  the  same 
way  that  farm  price  supports,  of 
which  all  farmers  have  been  the 
beneficiaries,  operate  to  broaden  the 
risk  formerly  assumed  solely  by  the 
farmer  for  the  production  of  goods 
upon  which  all  were  dependent.  As 
a  nation  we  are  even  more  depend- 
ent upon  the  health  of  our  people 
for  the  well-being   of  the  whole. 

National  health  insurance  is  gen- 
erally opposed  on  the  grounds  that 
(1)  our  country  has  the  best  medical 
facilities  in  the  world,  (2)  medical 
care  can  be  adequately  provided  by 
private  agencies  and  insurance 
plans,  (3)  government  dispensation 
of  medical  insurance  would  be 
inefficient  and  costly  and  (4) 
government  operation  would  mean 
a  curb  upon  individual  and  national 
freedom.  Let  us  examine  these 
arguments  one  by  one. 

Granting  that  we  have  the  best 
medical  facilities  in  the  world,  can 
we  take  the  abject  poverty  and 
inadequate  conditions  of  the  rest  of 
the  world  as  a  basis  for  our  own 
standards?  We  know  that  there  are 
vast  numbers  in  our  own  land  who 
lie  untended  and  suffer  needlessly 
for  lack  of  care.  Can  we  rest  easy 
in  this  knowledge  simply  on  the 
ground  that  the  number  is  larger 
elsewhere?  Each  year  ill-health 
costs  our  country  one  and  one-half 
billion  days  of  lost  production.  One 
out  of  every  three  mothers  dies 
needlessly  in  childbirth  each  year. 
One  out  of  every  two  babies  who 
die  today  could  be  saved.  Can  we 
forget  such  losses? 

A  close  examination  of  voluntary 
health  plans  reveal  that  they  cannot 
begin  to  solve  the  problem.  For  the 
most  part,  voluntary  plans  provide 


only  partial  coverage.  Voluntary 
plans  which  provide  full  coverage 
reach  only  two  per  cent  of  the 
population.  They  function  only  in 
a  few  places,  usually  through  the 
services  of  industries  or  unions,  and 
are  not  available  to  the  large 
majority  of  the  people. 

When  the  representatives  of 
organized  medicine  argue  that 
government  cannot  assume  the 
responsibility  for  providing  medical 
insurance  due  to  high  costs  and 
inefficiency  they  argue  in  the  same 
fashion  as  did  the  insurance  lobby- 
ists when  they  insisted  in  1940 
that  federal  servicemen's  insurance 
would  mean  tremendous  losses  to 
the  government  owing  to  the  low 
rates  at  which  the  government 
planned  to  offer  the  insurance. 
However,  the  low  rates  were 
established  and  just  last  year 
the  government  declared  enormous 
dividends,  showing  that  they  had 
made  tremendous  profits,  even  at 
these  low  rates.  A  more  comparable 
activity  to  a  national  health  insur- 
ance program  is  that  carried  on  by 
the  old-age  and  survivors  division 
of  the  Social  Security  program. 
Here  the  cost  of  administration  is 
less  than  two  per  cent  on  the 
premium  dollar  which  is  much  less 
than  that  of  any  insurance  company. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  there  are  no  acquisition  costs, 
no  salesmen's  fees  and  no  advertis- 
ing bills.  The  insurance  companies 
themselves  have  frequently  sent 
representatives  to  the  Social  Se- 
curity Administration  to  study 
their  highly  efficient  methods  of 
accounting. 

The  argument  that  enactment  of 
a  national  health  insurance  act 
would  curb  freedom  is  as  untrue 
as  it  has  proved  to  be  with  respect 
to  social  security,  which  suffered 
under  the  same  criticism  when  first 
advanced.  Under  the  plan  advanced 
by  the  President,  any  individual 
can  choose  his  own  doctor,  dentist, 
nurse  and  hospital  or  clinic.  Such 
insurance  must  not  be  confused 
with  the  socialization  of  medicine 
in  which  government  owns  and 
operates  hospitals  and  regulates 
doctors  and  patients.  Certainly  the 
operation  of  a  medical  monopoly 
which  has  the  power  to  censure 
doctors  for  political  disagreement 
as  does  the  American  Medical 
Association  is  a  more  serious  threat 
to  freedom  —  for  both  doctor  and 
patient. — Kermit   Eby,   Chicago,   111. 
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"Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant 

depart  in  peace,  according  to 

thy  word; 
for    mine    eyes    have    seen    thy 

salvation 
which  thou  hast  prepared  in  the 

presence  of  all  peoples, 
a    light    for    revelation    to    the 

Gentiles, 
and    for    glory    to    thy    people 

Israel." 


R.  H.  Miller* 
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GliSU&tmaA,   Meani.   Jdaue 


FROM  love  the  world  is  born, 
by  love  it  is  sustained,  to- 
wards love  it  moves,  and 
into  love  it  enters."  These  are 
the  words  of  the  late  Hindu  poet, 
Rabindranath  Tagore. 

A  vast  wealth  of  insight  into 
our  world  is  opened  up  by  the 
New  Testament  affirmation, 
"God  is  love."  This  is  taken 
from  the  writings  of  one  of  the 
world's  leading  philosophers. 
"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word. 
.  .  .  The  Word  was  God.  ...  All 
things  were  made  by  him.  .  .  . 
The  Word  was  made  flesh  and 


•Professor  of  religion  and  philosophy, 
Manchester  College,  North  Manchester, 
Ind. 


dwelt  among  us.  .  .  .  As  many 
as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  sons  of  God." 
In  these  words  you  recognize  the 
prologue  of  Saint  John's  gospel. 

"God  is  love,  and  he  that 
dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in 
God,  and  God  in  him."  This  is 
Saint  John  again,  speaking  in  his 
first  epistle.  From  creation's  be- 
ginning to  this  present  hour,  and 
through  all  time  to  come,  the 
infinite  love  of  God  tirelessly 
and  effectively  transforms  what 
God  has  made  into  the  likeness 
of  God. 

God  is  always  after  us,  with 
the  most  delicate  adaptation  of 
his  approach  to  our  need,  draw- 


ing us  closer  to  him,  so  that,  as 
instruments  of  his  will,  we  may 
have  the  peace,  security,  power 
and  victory  which  are  his. 

This  world  is  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. All  time  is  but  an  hour  of 
worship.  Our  fourscore  years 
are  a  journey.  This  world  is  not 
our  home.  We  have  here  no  con- 
tinuing city,  but  we  seek  one  to 
come.  Our  citizenship  is  in  heav- 
en, whence  we  look  for  a  Savior. 

The  perfect  way  to  make  this 
world  and  all  of  its  good  things 
go  sour  is  to  bestow  upon  them 
our  first  love,  to  settle  down  in 
the  midst  of  them,  as  though  we 
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were  going  to  stay  here  always. 
The  perfect  way  to  make  this 
world  and  all  of  its  good  things 
yield  their  highest  dividend  of 
satisfaction  is  to  be  ever  mind- 
ful that  they  are  partial  and  pass- 
ing expressions  of  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  our  home.  We 
cherish  them  briefly,  grateful 
for  their  aid  in  the  attainment 
of  something  better. 

This  is  not  otherworldliness 
in  the  bad  sense  in  which  that 
word  is  sometimes  used.  It  is 
the  most  robust  kind  of  this- 
worldliness,  because  it  deals 
with  the  here  and  now  by  means 
of  the  leverage  of  eternity. 

In  the  story  of  the  Mother  and 
Baby  of  Bethlehem  God  by- 
passes everything  high  and 
mighty.  Indeed,  against  all 
that  is  high  and  mighty,  he 
comes  into  our  world,  the  most 
beneficent  and  mightiest  power 
that  ever  moved  within  it,  bring- 
ing salvation  out  of  the  darkest 


tragedy  which  human  sin  could 
enact. 

Stand  amazed  at  this!  The 
like  was  never  thought  possible 
until  our  Savior  did  it.  And 
when  the  blow  had  fallen,  his 
closest  followers  slunk  back  into 
their  former  occupations,  humil- 
iated that  they  had  turned  aside 
after  what  they  now  knew  was 
a  wild,  impossible  dream. 

But  the  empty  tomb  changed 
that  "impossible  dream"  into  the 
supreme  fact  of  all  time.  The 
ecstacy  which  began  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning  has  proved  it- 
self to  be  profoundly  real 
through  a  crescendo  of  more 
than  nineteen  centuries,  until 
today  nearly  one  third  of  all  the 
people  on  the  earth  own  Jesus  as 
Lord.  The  Christian  conscience 
against  evil  is  pressing  the  pow- 
ers of  darkness  so  sorely  that 
they  are  doing  their  desperate 
worst.  Let  us  pray  that  this  un- 
paralleled violence  may  be  the 


threshold  of  a  new  day  in  which 
many  of  the  old  iniquities  shall 
have  been  done  away. 

It  is  not  enough,  however,  to 
see  God's  love  in  action  on  the 
vast  stage  of  history.  It  must 
also  be  seen  as  one's  most  im- 
mediate duty.  Whatever  is  done 
for  love  is  strong  and  lasts  for- 
ever. Whatever  is  done  selfishly 
is  weak  and  is  doomed  to  pass 
away.  The  feeling  of  strength 
which  one  has  when  one  is  an- 
gry and  violent  is  a  delusion,  for 
such  motives  build  only  on  sand. 
The  apparent  weakness  of  gen- 
tleness and  forgiveness  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  rest  upon  spir- 
itual foundations. 

Remember  Isaiah's  timeless 
insight.  Kings  have  their  noisy 
little  day  and  are  snuffed  out 
like  "tails  of  smoking  fire- 
brands," but  the  purposes  of  God 
march  on  through  a  Mother  and 
her  Child!  This  is  the  glory  of 
Christmas. 


EDITORIAL 


The  Holy  Family 

ALMOST  every  great  artist  has  attempted  to 
picture  the  family  of  which  Jesus  was  a 
member.  There  are  striking  scenes  of  his 
birth  showing  the  adoring  love  of  Mary  and  the 
steady  loyalty  of  Joseph,  as  each  gazes  on  the 
Christ  Child.  And  there  are  imaginary  views  of 
Jesus'  boyhood  or  of  his  apprenticeship  in  the  car- 
penter's shop  in  Nazareth.  Sometimes,  when  the 
holy  family  is  pictured,  not  only  Jesus  but  Mary 
and  Joseph  are  given  the  aura  of  halos  over  their 
heads. 

We  have  no  serious  fault  to  find  with  such  pic- 
tures, for  they  show  our  Savior  at  the  center  of 
a  happy  home,  and  every  home  needs  him  at  the 
center.  Yet  it  is  significant  that  Jesus  himself, 
dutiful  and  loyal  as  he  was  to  Mary  and  Joseph, 
had  a  different  conception  of  what  constituted  the 
holy  family.  At  a  time  when  his  mother  and 
brothers  came  to  seek  him,  he  used  the  oppor- 
tunity to  teach  a  higher  relationship.  Even  though 
his  words  might  trouble  and  hurt  his  mother,  he 
insisted  that  his  close  disciples,  any  who  did  the 
will  of  his  Father,  were  members  of  his  family. 

4  GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


So  the  holy  family  is  an  intimate  circle  that 
you  do  not  join  by  the  accident  of  birth.  You  join 
the  family  of  Christ  by  becoming  his  disciple,  by 
doing  the  will  of  God.  Here,  in  Jesus'  own  words, 
is  the  basis  for  real  brotherhood — relationship 
through  obedience  to  God.  Even  the  ties  of  blood 
become  stronger  when  father,  mother  and  children 
all  become  members  of  his  family. 

A  picture  of  the  holy  family — by  Jesus'  defini- 
tion— would  include  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls,  of  all  races  and  all  colors,  bound  together 
in  the  ties  of  fellowship  that  make  all  Christians 
brothers. 

For  a  Night  in  December 

TONIGHT  the  air  is  chill  and  the  stars  are 
sharply  etched  against  the  sky.  There  is  a 
stillness  over  the  city  and  quietness  upon 
the  hillsides  where  faithful  shepherds  watch  their 
sheep.  Although  the  inns  are  crowded  and  the 
houses  of  Bethlehem  are  full,  the  shouting  is  over 
and  the  city  sleeps. 

What  is  it,  O  God,  that  is  different  about  this 
night?  Thy  world  is  just  as  lovely  and  thy  chil- 
dren just  as  heartless  as  before,  but  why  do  we 


sense  a  strange,  still  music  in  the  air,  and  why  do 
the  stars  above  seem  more  brilliant  than  ever? 

Yes,  we  heard  of  the  mother-to-be  for  whom 
there  was  no  room,  and  we  hope  she  is  as  com- 
fortable as  a  stable  can  make  her.  But  what  is 
different  about  her  travail?  Are  not  there  many 
infants  born  every  day  in  Bethlehem? 

Those  shepherds  there  have  left  their  sheep. 
Then  run  with  eager  faces  to  see  the  newborn 
child.  But  have  they  not  babies  of  their  own? 
And  what  is  so  joyous  about  a  mother's  cry  and 
the  struggle  of  a  new  life  to  be  born? 

We  hear  them  shout  and  sing  as  they  leave  the 
stable  door.  They  cry  out  as  they  pass,  telling 
us  a  Savior  has  been  born.  A  Savior?  Here  in 
Bethlehem  in  a  stable?  O  God,  it  is  too  much  to 
ask  of  our  hardened  hearts.  And  yet  the  night  is 
aglow  and  the  angelic  voices  sound  in  the  distance. 

Let  us  open  the  door.  There  is  the  mother,  with 
eyes  only  for  her  child.  And  surely  the  baby  is 
cradled  softly  in  her  arms.  We  will  not  wake  him 
with  our  inquiries.  Could  a  child  tell  us  how  he 
can  be  our  Savior? 

Let  us  kneel  down  in  this  place.  O  God,  here 
in  the  presence  of  a  life  so  newly  come  from  thee, 
we  see  our  sorry  selves  too  clearly  as  we  look 
upon  his  innocence.  We  need  to  be  saved  from  our 
sins.  Wilt  thou  forgive  us  our  many  trespasses 
and  guide  us  into  his  kingdom?  And  bring  us  into 
his  peace.  Bethlehem  needs  him  tonight.  The 
world  needs  his  light  forever.   Amen. 


Gifts  That  Cannot  Be  Returned 

EVERY  giver  of  gifts,  particularly  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  has  had  the  experience  of 
trying  to  please  a  friend  whose  tastes  in  color 
or  whose  exact  sizes  and  preferences  you  do  not 
know.  There  is  the  added  danger  that  he  or  she 
may  already  have  the  article  you  choose  so  care- 
fully and  wrap  so  beautifully.  It  is  not  easy  to 
give  perfectly  acceptable  gifts. 

You  have  some  consolation,  either  as  a  giver 
or  as  a  recipient,  in  knowing  that  many  gifts  can 
be  exchanged.  To  return  to  the  store  and  trade 
in  the  sweater  Aunt  Harriet  gave  you  for  one 
of  your  choice  is  a  way  out,  but  it  takes  away 
a  good  share  of  the  satisfaction  both  you  and  Aunt 
Harriet  get  from  her  gift.  Many  persons,  in  order 
to  be  safe,  send  gift  certificates  or  money,  and 
you  can  make  your  own  purchase. 

But  part  of  our  difficulty  in  giving  comes  be- 
cause we  do  not  recognize  our  deepest  needs  or 
the  essentials  which  our  friends  lack.  We  can 
get  along  without  that  sweater  better  than  we 
can  afford  to  neglect  the  values  which  warm,  the 
heart.  Perhaps  that  is  why  Paul  wrote  that  "the 
gifts  and  the  call  of  God  are  irrevocable" — they 
cannot  be  called  back.    God  gives  us  what  we 


O   eternal  Light,  shine   into   our  hearts. 

O  eternal  Goodness,  deliver  us  from  evil. 

O  eternal  Power,  be  thou  our  support. 

Eternal  Wisdom,  scatter  the  darkness  of 
our  ignorance. 

Eternal  pity,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Grant  unto  us  that  with  all  our  hearts  and 
minds  and  strength  we  may  evermore  seek 
thy  face;  and  finally  bring  us,  in  thine  in- 
finite mercy,  to  thy  holy  presence.    Amen. 

— Alcuin.  A.D.  780 


need.  This  is  true  with  respect  to  material  neces- 
sities. It  is  just  as  true  of  the  gospel — the  glorious 
gift  of  his  Son.  "God  so  loved  .  .  .  that  he  gave" — 
and  the  offer  still  stands  because  God  still  loves. 
It  has  not  been  called  back.  It  is  still  true  that 
"whoever  believes  in  him  may  have  eternal  life." 

The  Everlasting   Light 

OVER  the  world  there  was  dark  despair.  The 
headlines  screamed  of  disaster  and  fear. 
The  radio  announcers  told  how  frightened 
men  in  Washington  and  Moscow  paced  the  floor 
and  wondered  who  would  be  the  first  to  say  the 
word  that  would  blast  the  heart  out  of  great 
cities,  east  and  west.  It  was  bitter  cold  in  Korea, 
and  the  boys  from  the  States  dreamed  of  Christ- 
mas at  home,  while  the  homeless  in  Korea 
dreamed  of  homes  that  were  no  more. 

Over  the  world  there  was  dark  despair.  No 
one  wanted  a  war  so  soon  after  the  last  one.  The 
diplomats  at  Lake  Success  looked  in  their  port- 
folios for  a  way  to  avoid  it,  but  everyone  feared 
it  would  happen  and  then  destruction  would  be 
let  loose  in  the  world.  With  every  hour  the  dark- 
ness deepened  and  everywhere  it  was  night. 

The  night  was  dark,  but  a  few  stars  shone, 
stars  of  hope  that  looked  down  on  homes  and  vil- 
lages and  churches  where  Christ  was  honored 
because  hearts  and  homes  made  room  for  him. 

Over  the  world  there  was  dark  despair.  But 
the  darkness  was  far  from  complete  because  in 
many  dark  streets  shone  the  everlasting  light  of 
Jesus  Christ.  And  he  was  the  hope  of  the  world, 
the  promise  of  peace,  the  glorious  evangel  of  a 
day  when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  would  be- 
come the  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ, 
when  the  government  would  be  upon  his  shoul- 
ders and  he  would  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 

He  who  was  the  light  of  the  world  told  his 
followers  that  they  should  be  ministers  of  light. 
If  the  world  seems  unusually  dark  this  Christ- 
mas season,  some  responsibility  may  rest  on 
Christians  who  have  failed  to  let  their  light  shine 
before  men. 
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Christmas  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania 


A  LITTLE  more  than  two 
hundred  years  ago,  on 
Christmas  Eve  of  1741,  a 
small  group  of  people  gathered 
together  in  an  unfinished  log 
cabin  on  the  hill  above  the  Le- 
high River.  They  were  Moravi- 
an missionaries  who  had  come 
to  convert  the  Indians  to  Chris- 
tianity. With  them  was  their 
honored  leader,  Count  von  Zin- 
zendorf,  who  had  come  earlier 
than  expected  and  therefore  had 
to  share  in  the  hardships  of  a 
log  cabin  not  completed.  But  this 
did  not  daunt  their  spirits  and, 
as  was  their  custom,  they  cele- 
brated their  vigils  of  Christmas 
Eve. 

During  the  service,  Count  von 
Zinzendorf  kept  thinking  about 
the  birth  of  the  Christ  Child  in 
somewhat  similar  circumstances, 
with  the  people  sharing  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  friendly  beasts. 
His  imagination  just  could  not 
help  but  picture  that  earlier  na- 
tivity scene  as  it  might  have 
been  among  these  surroundings, 
with  the  people  crowded  into 
this  combination  house,  stable 
and  place  of  worship.  Quite  im- 
pulsively, toward  the  close  of 
the  service,  he  picked  up  a  can- 
dle and  started  singing  one  of 
their  favorite  hymns,  Not  Jeru- 
salem, but  Lowly  Bethlehem, 
and  went  toward  the  place 
where  the  animals  were  sleep- 
ing. Thus  it  was  that  this  new 
settlement  received  its  name, 
Bethlehem. 

As  the  years  passed  the  sturdy 
Moravian  pioneers  built  strong, 
time-enduring  buildings  of  stone 
quarried  near  by,  which  remain 
today  in  the  heart  of  Bethlehem. 
Although  there  is  a  ceaseless 
stream  of  traffic  to  and  fro  over 
the  hill-to-hill  bridge,  right  past 
their  front  door,  and  although 
Bethlehem's  steel  plant  reddens 
the  night  sky  for  four  and  a  half 
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Bethlehem,   Pennsylvania 

miles  along  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  these  venerable -buildings 
along  Church  Street  still  seem 
to  be  in  a  world  all  their  own. 

Standing  before  these  build- 
ings, or  wandering  through 
them,  one  becomes  conscious  of 
an  indefinable  beauty  which  cre- 
ates an  atmosphere  of  peace,  of 
security,  of  confident  strength; 
there  is  a  spiritual  quality, 
which  though  unseen,  is  felt 
deeply,  especially  at  Christmas 
time. 

Across  the  "Green"  from  Cen- 
tral church  is  the  old  Simon  Rau 
drugstore.  This  is  the  oldest 
drugstore  in  America  in  constant 
operation  since  founded.  Visit- 
ing quite  recently  we  were 
shown  the  room  where  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  bees- 
wax candles  are  still  made  each 
year  for  Christmas.  There  are 
no  machines!  All  candles  are 
made  by  hand  using  the  same 
methods  and  the  same  molds 
used  for  two  hundred  years. 
They  are  used  in  Moravian 
homes  at  Christmas  time 
throughout  our  entire  country. 
To  Moravians,  these  candles, 
when  lighted  in  their  homes  and 
churches,  are  symbolic  of  the 
Light  which  came  into  the  world 
when  Christ  was  born. 

Quite  contrary  to  the  stern 
New  England  pioneers  who  per- 
mitted no  musical  instruments, 
and  the  singing  of  Psalms  only, 
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music  has  played  a  large  part  in 
the  lives  and  worship  of  the 
Moravians.  This  love  of  music, 
with  its  rich  heritage,  has  been  a 
continuing  factor  in  the  cultural 
development  of  Bethlehem  and 
its  use  of  music  at  Christmas 
time.  Many  types  of  musical 
instruments  were  used  from  the 
early  days,  and  in  time  the  first 
symphony  orchestra  in  the  coun- 
try was  organized  here.  The 
Bach  Choir,  now  of  nation-wide 
fame,  has  also  grown  from  out 
this  soil.  Trombone  music  has 
held  its  own  peculiar  place  in 
Moravian  life  and  continues  to 
do  so  to  this  day.  It  is  used  to 
herald  all  festivals,  and  was 
originally  used  to  announce  the 
death  of  members.  The  Trom- 
bone Choir  plays  Christmas 
carols  from  the  belfry  of  Central 
Moravian  church. 

There  is  a  story  that  tells  how 
Bethlehem  was  saved  from  de- 
struction by  the  Indians  because 
of  trombone  music.  It  was  in 
1755  that  rumors  were  abroad 
that  the  Indians  were  planning 
to  destroy  Bethlehem  on  Christ- 
mas Day.  Despite  the  impending 
danger,  everyone,  save  the 
guards,  gathered  for  their 
Christmas  Eve  vigils,  and  then 
retired  as  usual.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Christ- 
mas Day,  from  the  roof  of  the 
Brethren's  House,  the  trombone 
choir  sent  out  its  Christmas  car- 
ols to  arouse  the  settlement. 
Tradition  tells  how  the  joyous 
notes  of  the  Christmas  chorale, 
breaking  the  deep  silence  of  the 
night,  sent  the  Indians  away  say- 
ing, "Truly  the  Great  Spirit  must 
love  and  guard  these  white  peo- 
ple." 

Today,  from  the  first  Saturday 
of  December  through  December 
31  there  is  continued  evidence 
of  this  rich  musical  heritage. 
The  melodious  music  of  the 
Christmas  carols  floats  over  the 
city  from  church  towers  with  re- 
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Candles  —  symbols  of  the  light  that  guided  the  wise  men  and  of  the 
"Light  that  is  the  life  of  men" 


corded  carols,  carillonic  bells 
and  radio.  From  the  roof  of 
Hotel  Bethlehem,  through  loud- 
speakers, the  recorded  music  of 
Christmas  carols,  old  and  new, 
reaches  to  the  four  corners  of 
the  city  at  regular  intervals  dur- 
ing every  day.  The  various 
church  choirs  make  wire  record- 
ings of  their  Christmas  music, 
which  is  broadcast  over  the  lo- 
cal radio  station  every  evening 
for  an  hour.  In  order  that  the 
multitude  of  people  who  visit 
Bethlehem  during  this  season 
may  hear  this  music  as  they 
drive  about  the  streets  to  see 
the  Christmas  lights,  radios  are 
placed  before  open  windows  or 


on  porches  with  volume  turned 
high.  The  Bethlehem  of  today 
has  attained  its  present  musical 
stature  because  the  Moravian 
pioneers  sanctioned  the  use  of 
music,  not  only  in  their  church 
and  homes,  but  as  a  part  of  every 
phase  of  their  social  and  recre- 
ational life  as  well. 

The  Christmas  putz  is  typical 
of  the  homes  of  Bethlehem. 
They  range  all  the  way  from  the 
very  simplest  to  exceedingly 
elaborate  ones  occupying  the 
floor  of  an  entire  room  and  re- 
quiring weeks  to  create.  The 
old  Moravian  putz  is  really  the 
portrayal  of  the  scenes  of  the 
nativity,  grouped  under  a  single 


Christmas  tree  in  the  home.  The 
"makings"  of  the  putz  are  treas- 
ured from  year  to  year.  Some  of 
the  figures  are  hand  carved; 
others  brought  from  Germany 
and  other  areas;  all  are  exqui- 
sitely beautiful.  There  is  a  large 
putz  at  Central  Moravian,  open 
to  the  public  during  Christmas 
week.  Here  the  background,  set- 
ting and  figures  are  life-size.  I 
was  told  that  in  the  creation  of 
one  of  these  putzes  the  following 
materials  were  used:  twelve 
bushels  of  moss,  seventy-two 
stumps  of  trees,  between  forty 
and  fifty  spruce,  hemlock,  pine 
and  other  evergreen  trees,  more 
than  two  hundred  animals  in- 
cluding sheep,  camels,  etc.,  and 
at  least  forty-eight  angels  of  life- 
size  proportions.  The  lighting 
effects  during  the  narration  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  nativity 
stories  are  very  beautiful.  These 
nativity  stories  will  be  retold 
hundreds  of  times  during  the 
Christmas  season,  bringing  their 
message  through  the  ear  and  the 
eye  to  the  hearts  of  the  multi- 
tudes. 

The  beauty  and  simplicity  of 
the  vigils  of  Christmas  Eve,  and 
the  deep  sincerity  and  spiritual- 
ity of  the  service,  are  never  to 
be  forgotten  by  those  participat- 
ing. The  love  feast  for  children 
is  held  during  the  afternoon  pre- 
ceding the  Christmas  Eve  vig- 
ils. The  singing  of  hymns  and 
the  love  feast,  consisting  of  a 
sweet  bun  and  steaming  coffee, 
come  first.  Then  the  sacristans 
and  their  helpers  enter  with 
trays  of  lighted  beeswax  candles; 
each  also  has  a  paper  frill  of 
varying  colors  for  decorative 
purposes  and  to  catch  the  drip- 
ping wax  of  the  burning  candles; 
a  candle  is  handed  to  each  child. 
The  tiny  light,  magnified  by  the 
numbers  of  children,  is  the  only 
light  and  sheds  a  soft  glow  on 
the  shining  faces  of  the  children, 
making  one  think  of  Sara  Teas- 
dale's  lines, 
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Children's  faces   looking  up, 
Holding  wonder  like  a  cup. 

The  evening  service  is  deeply 
impressive  and  beautiful.  The 
huge  many-pointed  star  sus- 
pended from  the  center  of  the 
ceiling  is  the  only  light,  shed- 
ding its  soft  glow  to  the  farthest 
corners.  This  is  almost  entirely 
a  service  of  music  in  which 
choirs,  children  and  congrega- 
tion unite  to  sing  praises.  The 
high  point  of  the  service  for 
most  of  us  comes  with  the  solo 
and  antiphonal  singing  of  the 
Morning  Star,  which  serves  as 
the  keynote  of  the  Christmas 
season  to  every  Moravian. 

Morning  Star,  O  cheering  sight, 
Ere  thou  earnest,  how  dark  earth's 

night. 
Jesus  mine,  in  me  shine, 
Fill  my  heart  with  light  divine. 

Near  the  close  of  the  service, 
as  choirs  sing,  "Behold!  A  great, 
a  heavenly  Light  from  Bethle- 
hem's manger  shineth  bright," 
the  sacristans  again  enter  with 
their  trays  of  lighted  candles 
for  everyone  in  the  congrega- 
tion. Once  more  the  sanctuary 
is  transformed  into  a  veritable 
sea  of  lights. 

I  wish  you  could  come  into 
Bethlehem  with  me,  in  over 
South  Mountain,  when  the 
Christmas  lights  are  shining! 
It  is  a  never-to-be-forgotten 
sight.  There  are  seven  and  a 
half  miles  of  street  lighting,  with 
unusual  combinations  of  gar- 
lands and  festoons  of  myriads  of 
colored  lights  in  many  designs, 
some  nestling  deep  among  ever- 
green branches.  There  are  neon 
lights  in  the  shape  of  wreaths, 
stars,  bells,  etc.,  waving  in  the 
winter  winds  above  the  crowded 
streets.  The  hill-to-hill  bridge  is 
a  veritable  fairyland  of  light  and 
color,  dominated  by  the  gigantic 
tree  at  the  central  intersection. 
This  tree  is  built  of  large  Christ- 
mas trees  to  form  a  perfectly 
shaped  tree  fit  for  a  giant's  castle 
and  decorated  with  lights  of  red 
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and  blue,  green  and  orange  and 
gleaming,  sparkling  white.  Down 
near  the  office  building  of  Beth- 
lehem Steel,  in  their  parking 
plots,  are  four  large  Christmas 
trees,  their  only  decoration  elec- 
tric lights  with  clear  glass  bulbs, 
by  the  hundreds,  and  looking 
like  nothing  less  than  a  thou- 
sand stars  that  might  just  have 
dropped  upon  these  trees! 

To  me,  best  of  all,  is  the 
wonderful,  electrified  "Star  of 
Bethlehem"  away  up  on  South 
Mountain  and  visible  for  twenty 


miles.  It  towers  one  hundred 
feet  in  height  and  sends  its  chal- 
lenge to  each  one  of  us,  to  follow 
its  rays  to  the  manger  that 
cradles  our  King.  This  "Star  of 
Bethlehem"  is  also  a  constant 
reminder  to  all  of  us  who  live  in 
Bethlehem  of  the  ideals  set  up 
for  us  not  only  two  hundred 
years  ago  by  the  Moravian  mis- 
sionaries, but  even  more  so  of 
those  ideals  exemplified  by  the 
Christ,  who  was  born  in  that 
other  Bethlehem  far  across  the 
seas. 


®n  Jf&riJj,  P*ax£ 
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AS  WE  listen  again  to  the 
familiar  Christmas  carols 
and  enjoy  hearing  or  tell- 
ing anew  the  beautiful  story  of 
the  birth  of  the  Christ  Child,  we 
may  rather  wistfully  long  for 
greater  evidence  of  the  peace  on 
earth  which  the  angel  voices 
proclaimed.  It  takes  but  little 
acquaintance  with  human  af- 
fairs to  make  us  aware  that  real 
peace  is  denied  to  large  portions 
of  mankind.  Fear  and  uncer- 
tainty prevail  instead.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  state  of  the  world 
is  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  Christmas. 

We  assume  that  mankind  de- 
sires peace.  It  is,  however,  not 
at  all  apparent  that  mankind  in 
general  is  aware  of  what  is  re- 
quired to  make  the  divinely 
promised  peace  a  reality,  or  that 
the  world  really  wants  the  kind 
of  peace  that  Jesus  came  to 
bring.  At  any  rate,  there  is  lit- 
tle apparent  willingness  to  pay 
the  price  of  having  this  peace. 

There  is  a  price.  The  attain- 
ment of  peace  on  earth  rests  not 
simply  on  the  belief  that  a 
unique  Child  was  born  in  Beth- 
lehem somewhat  more  than 
nineteen  hundred  years  ago,  but 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  full  rev- 


elation of  God  brought  into  the 
world  by  that  Child,  Jesus,  the 
Savior,  the  Son  of  God.  Peace  is 
not  the  result  of  a  pious  senti- 
mentality about  the  Babe  of 
Bethlehem.  Peace  comes  by  ac- 
ceptance of  the  way  of  life,  the 
life  outlook,  the  life  attitude,  the 
life  of  devotion  taught  by,  and 
exemplified  in  Jesus,  the  reveal- 
er  of  God  the  Father,  and  in- 
volves that  denial  of  self  which 
follows  upon  true  repentance 
from  sin  and  turning  in  faith  to 
God  for  salvation.  When  men 
have  found  reconciliation  with 
God  and  have  thereby  found  the 
cure  for  the  conflicts,  caused  by 
sin,  that  rage  within  their  own 
lives,  they  will  also  have  found 
the  basis  for  peaceful  relations 
with  one  another.  The  realiza- 
tion of  the  promise  of  the  her- 
alding angels  require  the  cross 
of  Christ  as  well  as  the  manger. 

Another  way  of  stating  this  is 
to  say  that  to  have  peace  on 
earth  requires  men  to  build  on 
the  Christ  -  foundation.  This 
means  heart-allegiance  to  Christ 
and  his  way.  It  means  the  ac- 
ceptance of  principles  of  evalua- 
tion and  action  that  appear  fool- 
ish to  much  of  mankind.  There 
must  be,  for  instance,  proper  re- 


And   in   despair  I  bowed  my   head: 

"There  is  no  peace  on  earth,"  I  said; 

"For    hate    is    strong. 

And   mocks   the   song 

Of    peace    on    earth,    goodwill    to    men!" 


spect  for  the  dignity  and  worth 
of  the  individual  as  one  for 
whom  Christ  died,  irrespective 
of  class,  color  or  place  of  origin. 
Such  respect  is  practically  non- 
existent in  large  sections  of  the 
world  today,  being  found  chiefly 
where  conscience  has  been 
awakened  by  Christian  teach- 
ing. Another  such  principle  is 
that  of  sacrifice  rather  than 
"safety  first"  as  a  law  of  life, 
which  means  that  love,  not  self- 
interest,  must  be  the  dominant 
motive  for  action.  A  third  prin- 
ciple is  that  life  must  be  lived 
in  the  consciousness  of  its  eter- 
nal significance,  and  not  be  re- 
garded as  merely  of  this  present 
world.  This  principle  stands  in 
direct  contrast  to  the  spirit  of 
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Then  pealed  the  bells  more  loud  and  deep: 
"God    is    not    dead;    nor    doth    he    sleep! 
The   Wrong    shall   iail. 
The    Right    prevail. 
With   peace   on   earth,   goodwill   to   men!" 


the  age,  secularism.  A  fourth 
principle  inherent  in  building  on 
the  foundation  of  Christ  is  that 
evil  can  be  overcome  only  with 
good.  This  means  that  love  is 
stronger  than  hate  or  indiffer- 
ence in  promoting  peace  on 
earth,  that  forgiveness  and 
meekness  are  more  powerful 
than  physical  force  and  retalia- 
tion. 

If  we  sincerely  want  peace,  let 
us  yield  ourselves  to  our  Lord 
that  his  Spirit  will  develop  in 
us  attitudes  like  his  and  lead 
us  to  that  investment  of  our- 
selves and  our  energies  in  a  love- 
prompted  service  that  is  in  itself 
an  evidence  of  what  peace  is 
and  does. 


The  Star  Is  Permanent 

C.  H.  Gehman 

Pastor,  Windber,  Pennsylvania 

WHAT  a  wealth  of  good- 
will overwhelms  the  hu- 
man heart  at  Christmas 
time!  Ill-will  may  not  now  bold- 
ly and  shamelessly  manifest  it- 
self. It  must  hide  in  the  dark 
alleys  and  musty  closets;  it  must 
seek  shelter  from  the  sparkle  of 
the  tinsel  and  the  glitter  of  all 
the  lovely  decorations.  Yes, 
even  from  these  trimmings  ill- 
will  must  hide,  for  they  are  her- 
alds of  happy  hearts  and  joyous 
spirits. 

But  more  encompassing  and 
penetrating  than  the  trimmings 
are  the  joy  and  the  triumph  of 
the  Christmas  carols.  What  co- 
lossal evil  would  dare  lift  its 
monstrous  head  in  the  presence 
of  these?  If  there  were  a  man 
on  earth  who  did  not  like  the 
spirit  of  these  joyous  songs,  he 
would  hardly  have  the  fortitude 
to  say  so.  For  he  would  know 
deep  within  his  own  soul  that 
the  wrong  is  not  with  the  carols 
but  with  him! 

Trimmings,  melodies,  lights — 
all  these  frighten  evil,  for  evil 
loves  darkness  rather  than  light. 
Like  deadly  germs,  evil  cannot 
live  in  the  light.  These  outward 
things  help  to  make  glad  the 
heart  of  man. 

Then  comes  the  light  of  the 
star,  the  Morning  Star  of  all  the 
ages,  and  sheds  its  light  abroad. 
Oh,  there  may  have  to  be  a 
"flight  into  Egypt";  there  may 
arise  some  black  cloud  to  ob- 
scure from  man's  vision  the 
radiance  of  the  Star.  But  the 
cloud  is  temporary;  the  Star  is 
permanent!  There  will  be  a  re- 
turn from  Egypt.  There  always 
is!  That  is  the  real  message  of 
Christmas!  So  rejoice  in  the 
overwhelming  goodness  of  God 
as  revealed  in  Jesus,  who  is  our 
Savior,  Christ  the  Lord. 

DECEMBER   23.   1950  9 


The  Nativity 


THE  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  is  an  historical 
event,  but  it  is  also  a  universal 
Christian  experience.  To  illustrate  its 
universality  one  need  only  study  the  way 
artists  of  different  national  backgrounds, 
living  in  different  centuries  have  pictured 
the  nativity  scene.  The  paintings  and 
sculpture  reproduced  on  these  pages  have 
many  things  in  common.  In  each  one 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Baby,  is  the  center  of 
interest,  and  attention  is  directed  toward 
him.  The  artists  describe  how  not  only 
the  mother,  Mary,  but  also  shepherds  and 
children  and  visitors  fall  on  their  knees 
before  him. 

But  a  close  study  of  each  picture  will 
point  out  obvious  differences.  Artists  have 
a  tendency  to  portray  Jesus  as  a  child  of 
their  own  times.  The  apparel  of  the 
persons  pictured  as  well  as  the  buildings 
or  landscape  in  the  background  recall 
15th  Century  Florence,  16th  Century 
Venice,  19th  Century  Germany  —  or  our 
own  war-scarred  days. 


Top:    Sculpture  by  Andrea  del  Verrocchio.    Religious  News  Service 


Bottom:  Painting  by  Giorgione 


Lowly  travelers 
And  a  stable — 
Lowly  Shepherds 
And  a  star — 
Shining  Angels 
And  a  message — 
Shepherds  hastening 
To  adore 
A  lowly  Baby 
In  a  manger — 
God's  gift  to  man 
Forevermore. 

M.  Viola  Wieand 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 


Those  events  centering  about 

the  birth  of  Jesus  have  been 

the  favorite  themes  of  artists 

throughout  the  centuries 


It  is  this  aspect  of  Christmas  that  makes  it  ever 
contemporary.  The  word  became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us.  Yet  we  can  sing,  as  Phillips  Brooks 
wrote,  "Cast  out  our  sin  and  enter  in.  Be  born  in  us 
today,"  knowing  that  the  eternal  word  can  become 
flesh  and  the  incarnation  continue  in  the  lives  of 
Christians  and  in  the  Christian  church. 

Leslie  Wilson's  painting  confronts  our  own  day 
with  the  "Child  of  Hope,"  convicting  our  generation 
of  its  sin  in  harming  innocent  children  in  war.  He 
tells  us  in  his  own  words  of  the  thoughts  which 
guided  him  in  this  unusual  portrayal  of  the  Nativity. 


Top:    Painting  by  Otto  Heinrich  Engel.    Photo  by   Camera   Clix 
Bottom:   Painting  by  Leslie  Wilson.   Photo  courtesy  of  artist 


"My  idea  in  painting  the  picture.  Unto  Us 
a  Child  Is  Born,  was  of  course  to  try  to 
bring  home  to  people  the  sin  of  harming 
little  children  in  war.  I  used  the  frame- 
work of  the  birth  of  Jesus  to  heighten 
the  pathos.  Actually  the  child  represents 
any  child.  Jesus  called  himself  the  Son 
of  man.  The  State  is  represented  by  the 
kneeling  figure  of  the  knight  in  armor 
as  ruling  by  force;  the  bishop  represents 
the  Church,  and  the  financier  although 
offering  the  crown  as  the  symbol  of  power 
in  reality  controls  the  money,  which  today 
is  the  real  source  of  power.  The  girl 
on  the  ground  represents  suffering 
motherhood.  The  bombed  stable,  the 
searchlights  and  the  falling  bomb  show 
the  real  conditions  brought  about  by  the 
powers  kneeling  in  pretended  adoration. 
Although  professing  to  serve  mankind, 
they  merely  heap  heavier  burdens  on 
men's  shoulders  and  menace  them  with 
bigger  and  better  bombs.  The  star  stands 
for  the  hope  in  our  hearts  that  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  will  triumph  over  the 
greed  for  power  and  money  in  the  hearts 
of  the  ambitious  and  the  apathy  among 
us  that  allows  such  wickedness  to  bear 
fruit." 


When    Christmas    Day    draws 

to   a   close   the  family   comes 

together  for  a  period  of  quiet 

and  spiritual  fellowship 


Roy  H.  Short 


famuii    WoteLlb    at    Umistmas 


THE  loveliest  day  of  all  the 
year  is  Christmas.  It  is 
the  one  time  when  every- 
one wants  to  be  at  home,  and 
the  loneliest  people  in  the  world 
are  those  who  on  Christmas  Day 
have  no  longer  a  family  circle  to 
which  they  can  return.  There 
are  many  beautiful  and  time-hon- 
ored customs  which  the  family 
observes  as  it  gathers  together 
within  the  walls  of  its  home  on 
the  birthday  of  the  King. 
There  is  a  gathering  around 
the  gayly  decorated  Christmas 
tree  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  and  the  laughter  of  chil- 
dren as  they  eagerly  discover  the 
gay  new  toys  which  have  been 
provided  for  them.  There  is  the 
exchange  of  gifts  among  those 
who  are  older  and  the  quiet  glad- 
ness of  heart  that  results  from 
such  expressions  of  appreciation. 
There  is  the  gathering  of  the 
family  around  the  dinner  table 
and  the  partaking  of  the  Christ- 


12 


GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


mas  dinner.  There  is  the  long 
afternoon  and  evening  spent  in 
being  together  in  happy  family 
association.  These  familiar 
Christmas  customs  are  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  life  of  every 
family,  and  the  fondest  memo- 
ries that  many  of  us  have  are 
the  memories  of  lovely  Christ- 
mas days  once  spent  at  home 
with  those  we  loved  and  from 
some  of  whom  we  have  been 
separated  perhaps  for  long,  long 
years. 

Every  Christian  family  in  its 
observance  of  Christmas  Day 
should  be  sure  than  there  is  one 
family  experience  which  is  not 
omitted  on  that  day,  and  that  is 
the  experience  of  a  period  of 
family  worship.  If  there  is  any 
time  in  all  the  year  when  fam- 
ily worship  is  appropriate,  it  is 
upon  Christmas  Day.  The  fam- 
ily Christmas  worship  service 
should  be  planned  with  proper 
thought  and  care.  One  of  the 
loveliest  times  of  the  day  for 
such  a  service  is  the  early  eve- 


ning, as  the  dark  begins  to  settle 
down  and  the  lights  are  low  and 
the  Christmas  Day  draws  to  its 
close.  Then  the  family  may  well 
come  together  for  a  little  season 
of  quiet  and  spiritual  fellowship 
with  each  other,  and  with  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Many  fami- 
lies today  have  a  creche  in  their 
homes  at  Christmastime.  This 
always  delights  the  heart  of 
childhood  and  is  likewise  helpful 
to  older  people  as  it  reminds 
them  of  the  Bethlehem  manger 
in  the  long  ago.  It  is  a  lovely 
thing  for  a  family  to  gather 
around  its  creche  on  Christmas 
evening  and  to  light  the  Christ- 
mas candles  for  its  family  wor- 
ship service.  Of  all  the  year, 
Christmas  is  the  time  when  the 
family  should  sing  together  some 
of  the  lovely  Christmas  carols 
such  as  Silent  Night  or  O  Little 
Town  of  Bethlehem  or  Hark!  the 
Herald  Angels  Sing.  One  of  the 
children  of  the  family  should  be 
asked  to  read  again  the  old  fa- 
miliar story  of  the  birth  of  the 


The  Family  Counselor 


Naomi   Will 


H.    K.    Zeller.    Jr. 


Jesse    Ziegler 


Dear  Counselor: 

I  didn't  think  I  would  ever  be 
writing  to  anyone  like  you  for  help, 
but  I  seem  to  need  it  now.  Little 
annoyances  can  sometimes  grow 
into  grievous  problems;  so  before 
this  one  grows  too  large  for  me,  I 
want  some  help  in  thinking  about  it. 

I  have  been  married  three  years. 
My  husband  has  many  good  quali- 
ties and  we  do  love  each  other,  but 
he  feels  he  must  hold  the  purse 
strings;  so  he  never  gives  me  money 
unless  I  ask  for  it.  Earlier  in  our 
marriage  I  was  so  happy  I  didn't 
think  so  much  about  this,  but  I  am 
becoming  more  and  more  humili- 
ated by  this  way  of  managing  our 
finances.  I  think  it  is  doing  some- 
thing injurious  to  the  personalities 
of  both  of  us  and,  unless  we  face  it. 
our  marriage  may  be  affected. 

Young  Wife. 

Dear  Friend, 

You  are  not  by  any  means  the 
only  woman  who  has  been  treated 
this  way  or  has  felt  as  you  do.  How 
fine  it  would  be  if  couples,  before 
they  were  married,  could  read  some 
good  books  like,  Home  Builders  of 
Tomorrow,  by  Bowman  or  Harmony 
in  Marriage,  by  Wood  and  come  to 
a  mutual  agreement  on  methods 
concerning  many  things  in  home- 
building!  A  lot  of  heartaches  would 
be  saved.  Let  me  commend  you  for 
being  able  to  see  the  good  qualities 
as  well  as  the  defects  in  your 
husband's  behavior.  And  let  me  say 
in  defense  of  your  husband,  men  do 
have  a  great  responsibility  on  their 
shoulders  in  caring  and  providing 
for  their  families  and  some  feel  this 


very  keenly.  He  may  feel  he  is  being 
more  kind  to  you  by  watching  the 
pennies  and  being  able  to  provide 
for  your  needs  than  by  letting  the 
money  flow  more  freely  through 
your  hands.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
think  you  are  right  in  feeling  it  is 
demoralizing  to  have  to  ask  him  for 
money  each  time  you  need  it. 

Many  husbands  turn  all  the  mon- 
ey over  to  their  wives  and  let  them 
administer  the  funds.  Others  give 
their  wives  allowances  for  which 
they  need  give  no  report  to  their 
husbands.  Others  have  a  joint  bank 
account  and  both  write  checks  as 
they  need  money.  Personally  I 
prefer  the  allowance  method.  I 
think  a  wife  will  respond  to 
evidence  of  confidence  and  trust  on 
the  part  of  her  husband  and  will 
try  very  hard  to  make  the  money 
go  as  far  as  possible. 

Why  don't  you  try  to  be  less 
sensitive  about  money  matters  and 
frankly  and  as  unemotionally  as 
possible  tell  your  husband  how  you 
feel  about  it.  You  may  have  to 
quench  your  pride  a  little,  but  that 
is  good  for  any  of  us.  Suggest  that 
together  you  read  a  book  on 
successful  marriage,  as  mentioned 
above,  and  make  a  checkup  to  see 
what  improvements  you  could  make 
after  being  married  three  years. 

Watch  your  general  attitude.  Sit 
down  some  day  soon  and  make  a 
list  of  all  the  things  you  appreciate 
about  your  husband.  It  will  prob- 
ably make  this  problem  seem  small 
in  the  light  of  all  the  things  you 
have  for  which  to  be  thankful. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.    They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


Christ  child.  Direction  may  be 
given  to  the  thought  of  the  group 
by  reading  the  page  in  The  Up- 
per Room  or  in  some  other  de- 
votional booklet  for  Christmas 
Day.  Such  devotional  thoughts 
will  point  out  that  we  must  make 
central  in  the  life  of  the  world 
that  which  Bethlehem  of  the 
long  ago  symbolizes.  One  of  the 
family  may  be  asked  to  lead  in 
a  brief  simple  prayer  of  grati- 
tude for  Christ,  God's  gift  to 
the  world  at  Christmas,  and  for 
the  family  itself.    It  would  be  a 


lovely  thing  for  the  members  of 
the  family  to  hold  hands  as  they 
sit  quietly  together  and  each 
member  of  the  circle  offers  a 
prayer.  In  such  a  setting  even 
small  children  will  pray.  To 
bring  the  service  to  a  close  the 
whole  family  might  say  together 
the  words  of  Tiny  Tim,  "God 
bless  us  every  one." 

As  the  days  of  the  year  go  on, 
all  of  us  find  ourselves  looking 
forward  to  Christmas  and  laying 
our  plans  therefore.  Christmas 
1950  will  not  be  a  happy  Christ- 


mas for  a  great  many  families 
that  are  separated  and  scattered 
because  of  the  war  in  far-off 
Korea.  As  far  as  we  can,  we 
ought  to  plan  to  have  a  happy 
Christmas  together  as  families, 
to  exchange  such  gifts  as  we 
may  reasonably  afford,  to  know 
the  joy  of  family  fellowship. 
Above  all,  we  ought  not  to  let 
the  Christmas  Day  pass  without 
being  such  that  our  family  in 
its  own  way  honors  the  Christ 
whose  birthday  we  celebrate  at 
this  glad  time. 

The  Savior  of  the  World 

McKinley  Coffman 

JESUS  CHRIST  came  into  ex- 
istence when  the  world  had 
greatest  need  of  him.  From 
all  eternity  down  through  the 
slow-moving  ages  God  had  nev- 
er forgotten  mankind.  Knowing 
all  the  bitter  trials  and  tempta- 
tions they  would  face  on  this 
earth,  he  set  for  himself  the 
task  of  their  redemption  through 
the  gift  of  himself  in  the  form  of 
human  flesh.  God  brought  into 
actuality  this  gift  of  himself  in 
the  form  of  a  little  Babe  born  at 
Bethlehem  in  Judea. 

It  seems  also  a  part  of  the 
heavenly  plan  that  God's  only 
begotten  Son,  the  Savior  of  the 
world,  should  not  have  had  a 
place  of  decent  birth  in  the  inn. 
In  lieu  thereof  he  was  born  as 
the  poorest  of  the  poor  in  a  low- 
ly stable. 

Across  the  centuries  babies  by 
the  millions  have  been  born,  but 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  different.  Heaven  it- 
self came  down  in  angelic  form 
to  reveal  that  this  stable  baby 
was  the  Son  of  God,  God  himself 
incarnate  in  human  flesh.  Shep- 
herds on  the  Judean  hills  were 
startled  by  an  angelic  choir  re- 
vealing the  fact  that  a  Savior 
was  born  who  was  Christ  the 
Lord. 

Wise  men  from  different 
lands,     and    without    collusion, 
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were  guided  by  a  star  which 
"went  before  them,  till  it  came 
and  stood  over  the  place  where 
the  young  child  was."  When  the 
wise  men  found  him  they  pre- 
sented gifts  to  him  and  fell  down 
and  worshiped  him  as  King  of 
kings   and   Lord   of  lords. 

Thus  an  impartial  God  select- 
ed both  wise  men  and  unlettered 
shepherds  to  come  and  rejoice, 
worship    and    return    to    their 


homes  glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  this  wondrous  manifes- 
tation. 

When  we  who  are  Christian 
catch  the  same  spirit  and  realize 
that  Christ  is  really  come  as  the 
Savior  of  the  world,  when  we 
are  willing  to  help  all  men  and 
to  serve  them  to  the  greatest  of 
our  capacity,  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  of  Christ,  Christmas  will 
have  come  indeed. 
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Enduring  Peace 

Mary  Stoner  Wine 

Rossville,  Indiana 

So  many  voices  of  the  world  cry  out  for  peace. 

And  nations  burdened  by  their  armaments  and  hate. 

Who  build  grim  walls  of  self-defense  and  pride,  increase 

The  jeopardy  of  all  mankind.    They  build;  they  wait. 

And  hope  and  pray,  that  some  Utopian  dawn  may  bring 

The  day,  the  day  of  universal  peace.   But  still 

War's  deep  volcanoes  rumble  in  the   earth  and  fling 

Their  threatening  smoke,  to  blind,  deceive,  destroy  and  kill. 

» 

O  scientists  of  God,  within  our  reach  there  lies 

Unused  the  greatest  source  of  sure  atomic  power 

That  men  may  know.  It  came  one  night  from  heaven's  skies; 

"All  glory  be  to  God."  and  love  came  down  that  hour 

To  give  us  peace.   Oh,  humbly  let  the  nations  bow 

And  bring  all  glory  to  eternal  God.    This  shall  release 

Dynamic  love,  to  melt  all  hate,  to  heal  and  to  endow 

Repentant  foes  with  peace,  enduring,  lasting  peace. 
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Keep  Christ  in  Christmas 

Wanda  Smith 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

BLAZING  across  the  win- 
dows of  millions  of  Ameri- 
ca's stores  today  is  that 
huge,  bold  word  XMAS.  Ev- 
eryone knows  what  the  word 
stands  for;  it  stands  for  Christ- 
mas. But  is  it  logical  to  put  a 
substitution  in  when  the  substi- 
tution is  not  as  good  as  the  origi- 
nal? 

The  word  XMAS  is  short;  it 
saves  time  and  space.  But  it 
occurs  to  me  that  that  is  one  of 
our  troubles  today.  Many  people 
celebrate  Xmas  in  a  peculiar 
way,  beginning  on  Christmas 
Eve  with  a  bottle  and  ending  on 
the  day  following  with  a  hang- 
over. It  is  much  easier  for  some 
to  give  money  and  save  the 
bother  of  buying  gifts. 

Xmas  is  the  time  when  stores 
hire  high  school  girls  and  boys 
in  order  to  extend  sales  quotas 
skyward.  Prices  become  higher 
than  ever.  More  money  is  passed 
from  hand  to  hand  than  at  any 
other  time.  Dad  gets  enough 
socks  to  last  until  next  Christ- 
mas. Uncle  Joe  eats  enough  to 
last  until  New  Year's. 

When  you  leave  Christ  out  of 
Christmas,  you  no  longer  have 
Christmas,  but  instead  a  Fourth 
of  July  in  December.  Christmas 
is  to  commemorate  the  birth  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ.  It  should  enable  us  to 
show  a  spirit  of  love  and  broth- 
erhood to  all  mankind,  patterned 
after  his  example.  It  is  a  time 
to  extend  charity  to  others.  The 
Apostle  Paul  taught  that  the 
greatest  virtue  of  all  is  charity. 

Christmas  must  come  from 
within.  It  must  be  felt,  not  seen 
on  the  counters  of  department 
stores.  It  is  in  people's  smiles, 
and  their  "hellos."  It  is  in  car- 
ols and  Christmas  trees.  It  is 
in  giving,  not  getting.  It  is  in 
worship  and  reverence.  It  is  in 
people's  hearts. 

Let  us  not  take  Christ  out  of 
Christmas. 


Candles  of  the  Lord 


Robert  D. 

Broadway, 

"No  man  when  he  hath  lighted 
a  candle,  covereth  it  with  a  ves- 
sel, or  putteth  it  under  a  bed; 
but  setteth  it  on  a  candlestick, 
that  they  which  enter  in  may 
see  the  light"    (Luke  8:16). 

CANDLES  have  a  number 
of  purposes.  One  is  to 
give  light.  There  was  a 
time  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try when  light  from  candles  was 
the  only  light.  Candles  are  use- 
ful in  that  they  help  us  to  see; 
they  are  useful  for  guidance.  In 
candles  we  also  see  beauty.  It  is 
a  pretty  scene  to  observe  a  can- 
dlelight service:  the  shadows 
cast,  the  colors  of  the  flame,  its 
flickers.  Then,  too,  a  candle 
leads  to  meditation.  As  one 
stares  into  the  candlelight  he 
ceases  to  think  about  earthly 
things.  He  begins  to  think  of 
of  things  spiritual.  There  is  a 
wistfulness,  a  peace  that  comes 
over  the  soul. 

All  of  these  purposes  of  a 
candle  remind  us  that  we  are 
candles  of  the  Lord.  We  too  are 
expected  to  illuminate  those  in 
darkness;  we  too  are  to  give 
guidance  and  shed  forth  beauty. 
We  are  the  candles  of  the  Lord 
trying  to  light  up  a  dark  world. 

But  is  it  true  that  we  may  hide 
our  lights  under  a  vessel?  We 
do  this  either  because  we  lack 
courage  or  because  we  do  not 
care.  As  Christians  we  are  to 
be  his  witnesses.  It  is  a  tragedy 
when  we  let  the  world  get  dark- 
er and  darker  because  we  let 
our  lights  grow  dimmer  and 
dimmer. 

We  are  the  Lord's  candles. 
The  following  are  some  of  the 
ways  in  which  we  can  shine. 
Let  us  shine  in  the  light  of  song. 
Let  us  shine  in  the  light  of  per- 
sonal testimony.  Let  us  shine  in 
the  light  of  generosity.  Let  us 
shine  in  the  light  of  cheer.  And 
then  finally  we  ought  to  be  the 
candles  that  give  forth  the  light 
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of  good  conscience.  In  a  world  in 
which  it  appears  that  the  con- 
science of  man  has  been  dulled 
it  is  our  obligation  to  keep  the 
light  of  conscience  burning.  If 
this  light  is  permitted  to  go  out 
there  will  follow  that  unspeak- 
able tragedy  of  wrong  becoming 
right  and  right  becoming  wrong. 
There  will  be  no  standard  by 
which  judgment  can  be  made. 

Are  we  candles  under  bush- 
els? Or  are  we  on  the  hilltops 
shining  forth  as  witnesses  for 
Him? 


NEXT  WEEK  YOU  WILL  FIND— 
THE  CASE  FOR  TOTAL  AB- 
STINENCE. In  this  article,  Harry 
K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  gives  reasons  why 
we  should  continue  to  hold  to 
total  abstinence  in  this  age  of 
tolerance  and  propaganda  for 
moderate  drinking. 

RETURNING  FROM  CHRIST- 
MAS, by  Harold  Z.  Bomberger. 
Bro.  Bomberger  raises  the  gues- 
tion  of  what  Christmas  really 
means  in  our  lives.  What  do  we 
have  left  that  carries  over  after 
Christmas  Day  comes  to  a  close? 

IS  THERE  HOPE  FOR  PEACE? 
Robert  Gemmer,  drawing  from  his 
experience  of  a  year  traveling 
around  the  world,  believes  there 
is  hope  if  we  shall  really  work 
at  it,  urging  government  leaders 
to  use  mediation  rather  than  force 
to  settle  our  differences. 

IS  IT  WORTH  IT?  John  D. 
Metzler,  Jr.,  takes  the  reader  in- 
side the  academy  at  Castaner, 
Puerto  Rico,  and  shows  us  the 
people  the  school  is  serving.  You 
will  find  this  article  on  the  Breth- 
ren Service  pages. 


Reviews  of  Recent  Books 


Books  are  reviewed  here  as  a  service  to  the  church.  A  review  does  not  necessarily 
constitute  an  unqualified  recommendation.  Purchases  can  be  made  through  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois. — Editor. 


Rudolph — The  Red-Nosed  Rein- 
deer. Robert  L.  May.  Maxton.  50 
cents. 

Rudolph  was  shunned  by  the  other 
little  reindeer  in  his  town,  but  after 
he  helped  Santa  one  foggy  Christmas 
Eve,  Rudolph  was  a  hero — a  very 
modest  one,  of  course.  The  rhythm 
and  rhyme  of  this  tale  will  delight 
young  readers  but,  best  of  all,  it 
explains  how  Santa  can  get  around 
in  the  dark. — Hazel  Kennedy. 

The  Deepening  Year.  Mabel 
Louise  Robinson.  Westminster,  1950. 
247  pages.    $3.00. 

The  story  of  a  family  whose  per- 
sonalities grow  and  blend  into  a 
unity  of  love  and  moral  achieve- 
ment. Because  finances  are  limited, 
the  Denbys  say  good-by  to  the  com- 
fortable apartment  in  New  York, 
board  up  a  resort  house  on  Long 
Island,  and  call  it  home.  Sharing 
frustrations  and  suffering,  the  Den- 
bys, within  the  span  of  a  year,  find 
life  rich  and  rewarding.  In  this  story 
one  would  wish  that  the  incidental 
(very  slight)  references  to  smoking 
and  drinking  were  omitted,  and  that 
the  church  had  a  place  in  the  life  of 
the  family. — Edith  Barnes. 


The  Mind's  Adventure.  Howard 
Lowry.  Westminster,  1950.  154 
pages.    $2.50. 

This  excellent  volume  by  the 
president  of  the  College  of  Wooster 
is  a  specialized  product  which  ought 
to  be  read  by  presidents,  professors 
and  members  of  trustee  boards  of 
colleges  and  universities.  It  con- 
tains a  comprehensive  and  adequate 
analysis  of  the  relationship  of  re- 
ligon  to  the  church  college.  It  deals 
with  the  assumptions  of  a  church 
college  and  the  way  in  which  these 
assumptions  are  the  prerequisite  of 
free  and  liberal  education.  It  con- 
tains a  broad  analysis  of  the  impact 
of  the  church  college  upon  the  life 
of  the  United  States.  The  rare  fourth 
chapter,  The  Church  College,  is  a 
package  of  facts  and  a  proclamation 
of  faith.  The  Mind's  Adventure  is 
unique  in  its  style  and  delightful  in 
its  presentation.  The  writer  has  a 
mind,  a  faith  and  a  gift.  His  gift 
of  style  reveals  his  lucid  mind  which 
shares  a  faith  in  the  portent  and 
potency  of  the  Christian  college. 
— Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  McPherson, 
Kansas. 
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Greetings 

Each  year  at  Christ- 
mas time  we  are  made 
to  think  of  the  many 
friends  who  have 
helped  in  making  our 
Brotherhood  program 
move  forward.  We 
want  to  express  our 
deep  appreciation  for 
your  splendid  co-opera- 
tion throughout  the   past  year. 

As  we  gather  in  our  family  circles  for  the 
Christmas  holidays,  we  pray  that  all  may  find 
something  of  the  joy  and  satisfaction  that  came 
to  the  shepherds  on  the  first  Christmas.  As  our 
family  ties  are  strengthened,  may  there  also  be 
a  deepening  of  our  spiritual  experience. 

May  we  all  join  hands  at  this  Christmas 
time  and  pray  for  one  another  and  for  the 
world  that  many  may  turn  to  Christ  and  accept 
him.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  a  great 
message  of  peace  and  goodwill  to  share  with 
the  world.  It  is  our  heritage,  our  trust  and  our 
responsibility  to  bring  men  to  a  new  under- 
standing of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

The  General  Brotherhood  Board  and  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  and  all  their 
employees  send  to  each  of  you  their  best  wishes 
for  the  Christmas  season. 


John  Shuman  has  been  called  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Annville  church,  Pa. 

Anna  M.  Hutchison  has  changed  her  address  from 
140  N.  Washington  St.,  Easton,  Md.,  to  303  Needwood 
Ave.,  Easton. 

The  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Ministerial  and 
Missionary  Pension  Plan  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  now  off  the  press.  Copies  may  be  secured  by  writing 
to  the  Pension  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

The  South  Carolina  Baptists  adopted  a  resolution 
urging  that  Sunday,  Dec.  31,  be  set  aside  as  a  special 
day  of  prayer  for  peace.  The  resolution  called  upon 
Baptists  in  other  states  and  invited  members  of  other 
denominations  to  join  in  the  observance. 

Sixteen  Ohio  pastors  have  been  awarded  the  title  of 
Rural  Minister  of  the  Year  for  their  respective 
denominations.  Bro.  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger  of  Thorn- 
ville,  Ohio,,  has  been  awarded  this  title  for  our 
denomination.  "Bro.  Hollinger  is  a  member  of  the 
county  Farm  Bureau  and  of  their  local  community 
council.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  all  community 
affairs.  He  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  county 
ministerial  association.  He  is  sought  after  as  speaker 
for  many  rural  affairs." 
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Bro.  John  Detrick's  new  address  is  14  An  Nei  Er 
T'iao  Hutung,  Peking,  China. 

Wilbur  Bantz  and  M.  A.  Whisler  have  been  elected 
to  serve  on  Standing  Committee  from  the  Southern 
Illinois  District. 

Earl  and  Rachel  Zigler  have  as  their  new  address, 
Inter-Mission  Business  Office,  364  Hornby  Road,  Fort 
Bombay,  Bombay,  India. 

Ninth  Street  church.  Roanoke,  Va.,  Ralph  E.  Shober, 
pastor,  will  broadcast  the  Sunday-morning  service 
during  the  four  Sundays  of  January  1951,  from  11:00 
a.m.  to  12:00  over  station  WSLS,  Roanoke,  610  on  the 
dial. 

A  revival  service  held  in  October  at  the  Co-operative 
church  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  unique  because  each 
evening  during  the  week  the  sermon  was  given  by  a 
different  Ohio  preacher.  Bro.  D.  R.  Murray,  pastor  of 
the  Columbus  church,  reports  that  the  services  were 
filled  with  a  rich,  evangelistic  fellowship. 

The  First  church  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  recently  broke 
ground  for  a  new  church  site  at  South  Washington 
Avenue  and  Loa  Street  in  Lansing.  Work  began 
immediately  on  the  new  building.  Much  of  the  work  so 
far  has  been  volunteer  labor  by  men  of  the  church.  The 
Lansing  church  will  appreciate  the  interest  and  prayers 
of  the  Brotherhood  as  they  move  ahead  in  this 
undertaking. 

Prof.  Conkling  of  the  Manchester  College  faculty  is 
teaching  a  special  course  in  creative  writing,  which  is 
open  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  students.  The  emphasis 
is  being  placed  on  the  preparation  of  materials  for 
church  papers  and  religious  magazines.  As  one  of  the 
papers  that  will  likely  benefit  from  such  a  course,  the 
Gospel  Messenger  is  happy  to  know  about  the  class 
and  its  purpose. 

In  a  recent  letter  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  tells  of  a  visit  to 
the  home  of  Sister  Jennie  Weber  in  England.  Her  home 
has  been  open  to  every  person  traveling  in  the  interest 
of  Brethren  work.  A  long  list  of  Brethren  mission  and 
service  workers,  as  well  as  others  who  may  have  had 
some  occasion  to  visit  England,  have  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  Mrs.  Weber's  home.  She  says  that  she 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  her  friends  but 
it  would  be  asking  too  much  for  her  to  answer  letters. 
She  sincerely  requests  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of 
Brethren  people. 

A  young  mother's  concern  for  "our  children  and  the 
whole  world"  has  touched  off  an  area-wide  prayer 
appeal  under  the  auspices  of  the  Council  of  Churches  of 
Buffalo  and  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  At  the  same  time  eighty 
Protestant  clergymen  issued  a  statement  opposing  use 
of  the  atomic  bomb.  The  prayer  appeal  was  suggested 
by  Mrs.  Clarence  R.  Crosby,  a  Methodist  woman, 
mother  of  two  small  children  and  wife  of  a  World  War 
II  veteran.  "It  seems  to  me  that  if  everyone  prays  for 
peace  and  divine  guidance  of  our  leaders  something  is 
bound  to  happen,"  she  said.  "Many  miracles  have  come 
through  prayer." 


Theme:    Deepening  and  Sharing   the  Christian   Life 


Eastern  Pennsylvania  will  have  as  its  delegates  on 
the  1951  Standing  Committee  R.  W.  Schlosser,  P.  J. 
Forney  and  Carl  W.  Zeigler.  The  alternates  are  N.  K. 
Musser,  H.  F.  King  and  Nevin  H.  Zuck. 

A  reunion  of  displaced  persons  and  German 
exchange  students  will  be  held  at  the  West  Manchester 
church,  Ind.,  on  Jan.  1,  1951.  There  will  be  a  carry-in 
dinner.  Anyone  is  welcome  to  attend. 

S.  A.  Blessing  of  West  Milton,  Ohio,  died  on  Nov.  30, 
after  a  two  weeks'  illness.  Bro.  Blessing  had  been  an 
active  minister  for  fifty-eight  years,  serving  churches 
in  Ohio.  A  fuller  account  of  his  life  will  appear  in  a 
later  issue. 

Greenville  church.  Ohio,  Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse,  pastor, 
will  celebrate  its  fiftieth  anniversary  of  dedication  on 
Jan.  14,  1951,  with  a  day  of  special  services.  T.  Wayne 
Rieman  will  deliver  the  morning  message.  Grover 
Wine,  a  former  pastor,  will  speak  at  the  evening 
service.  There  will  also  be  an  afternoon  service.  A 
basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon.  All  former 
members  and  friends  of  the  church  are  invited  to 
attend. 


Manchester  College  has  been  hosts  to  high  school 
Future  Teachers  of  America,  Indiana  College  Personnel 
Association  conference,  educational  conference  for 
public  school  teachers  of  Wabash,  Kosciusko,  and 
Whitley  counties,  and  the  Manchester  cross-examina- 
tion tourney  of  debators. 

The  new  lyric  stage  presentation,  Mozart's  Cosi  Fan 
Tutte,  is  the  second  lyceum  number  for  the  year  and 
will  be  given  on  Jan.  16. 

Twelve  seniors  have  been  chosen  as  the  students 
from  Manchester  College  whose  names  will  appear  in 
the  1951  edition  of  Who's  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Colleges  and  Universities,  which  is  the 
official  directory  of  distinguished  students  in  600 
universities  and  colleges.  They  are:  Gray  don  Snyder 
of  Huntington,  W.  Va.;  Robert  Kintner  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.;  Dale  Blough  of  Polo,  111.;  Janice  Hoff 
of  Mt.  Morris,  111.;  Bob  McFadden  of  Elgin,  111.;  Harriet 
Beahm  of  Chicago,  111.;  Lowell  Anstine  of  Hartville, 
Ohio;  Ruth  Graham  of  Auburn,  Ind.;  Francis  Barr  of 
Nampa,  Idaho;  Carl  Shultz  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.; 
Dick  Plunkett  of  Covington,  Ohio;  and  Richard  Miller 
of  Ludlow  Falls,  Ohio. 


The  American  Bible  Society  is  now  printing  the 
New  Testament  in  another  language  known  as 
Kikwango,  a  trade  language  used  by  sixteen  mission 
stations  in  a  large  area  in  southwestern  Belgian  Congo, 
in  the  Kasai  River  area.  The  people  speak  many  tribal 
languages  but  few  understand  the  Fiote  Kikongo  in 
which  there  is  considerable  literature,  including  a 
translation  of  the  entire  Bible.  Kikwango,  however,  is 
used  by  about  500,000  people. 

Spiritual  problems  of  the  youth  of  today  held  a  high 
place  on  the  agenda  of  the  five-day  Mid-century  White 
House  Conference  on  Children  and  Youth.  Preliminary 
estimates  indicated  that  more  than  1,000  of  the 
delegates  were  members  of  the  clergy  or  religious 
orders  or  affiliated  with  religious  organizations.  Some 
clergymen  were  designated  as  delegates  from  lay 
groups.  Lay  workers  from  church-affiliated  children's 
homes  and  child  welfare  groups  also  were  present  in 
large  numbers. 


Manchester  College 
On  Nov.  1.  Manchester  College  signed  the  contracts 
for    the    erection    of    the    main    part    of    the    Winger 
Memorial  Arts  building.  The  contractors  have  moved  in 
on  the  ground  and  excavation  has  begun. 

Mrs.  Maxine  Domer,  college  registrar,  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Indiana  Association  of 
Collegiate  Registrars  and  Admission  for  the  ensuing 
year  by  representatives  of  thirty-four  Indiana  colleges 
and  universities. 

The  string  symphony  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Vernon  Stinebaugh  presented  its  winter  concert,  Dec.  8. 
The  a  cappella  choir  and  the  glee  clubs  under  the 
direction  of  Clyde  Holsinger  will  present  excerpts  from 
The  Messiah  and  general  Christmas  numbers  on  Sunday 
evening,  Dec.  17. 


With  Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sisier  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Elgin,  111     in  the  Em- 
pire church,  Calif.,  Jan.  2-14. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Center  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Osceola  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Pontiac  church,  Mich. 

One  baptized  in  the  Carthage  church,  Mo. 

One  baptized  in  the  Medford  church,  Oregon. 

Eight  added  to  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Bowmont  church,  Idaho. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Harris  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Grants  Pass  church,  Oregon. 

Eighteen  baptized  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Twenty-two  baptized  in  the  Conewago  church,  Pa. 

Twenty-five  baptized  in  the  Granada  church,  Kansas. 

Six  received  by  letter  in  the  Twin  Falls  church,  Idaho. 

One  baptized  in  the  Zion-Cando  congregation,  N.  Dak. 

Eleven  added  to  the  Madison  Avenue  church,  York,  Pa. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Oakley  church, 
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One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Salem  church, 
Ohio. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Martinsburg 
church,  Pa. 

Eight  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Hollins  Road 
church,  Va. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  four  reinstated  in  the  West  Goshen 
church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Frostburg 
church,  Md. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the  Ninth 
Street  church,  Roanoke,  Va. 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  24 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Savior  Is  Born  (Christmas). — Luke 
2:  1-20;  Phil.  4:4-7.  Memory  Selection:  Be  not  afraid;  for  behold, 
I  bring  you  good  news  of  a  great  joy  which  will  come  to  all  the 
people;  for  to  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Savior, 
who  is  Christ  the  Lord.    Luke  2:  10-11  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  December,  Tremendous  Trifles. 
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J*he  Spirit  cf  the  lord  is  upon  me  ooo 
Because  he  anointed  me  to  peach  good  o  o 
tidings  to  the  poor,  He  hath  sent  me  ««# 
to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives,  o  o  o 
And  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  oo 
To  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised. 
To  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord. 
Luke  4.18.19 


Parable  of  a  Christmas  Card 


THE  drawings  reproduced  above 
are  from  the  Brethren  Service 
Christmas  card  for  1949.  The 
parable  consists  of  the  fact  that  at 
least  a  few  people  did  not  like  the 
card.  It  is  possible  that  others 
shared  this  disappointment  though 
they  made  no  complaint.  But  a  few 
people  wrote  letters  and  expressed 
themselves  quite  vigorously  in 
criticism. 

Before  we  proceed  with  the  para- 
ble, we  ought  to  make  it  clear  that 
it  was  perfectly  proper  to  make 
these  criticisms.  People  have  a 
right  to  say  what  they  like  or  do 
not  like.  Where  the  criticism  is 
well-founded,  what  is  wrong  can  be 
corrected.    And  where  the  criticism 
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is  not  well-founded,  this  can  be 
pointed  out  in  reply. 

Some  of  the  criticisms  of  last 
year's  card  were  well-founded.  It 
was  quite  simple  and  unpretentious. 
It  was  printed  in  only  one  color. 
It  had  only  one  fold  rather  than  the 
double  or  "French"  fold.  It  was 
made  in  this  simple  fashion  in  an 
effort  to  provide  a  Christmas 
greeting  at  a  price  of  five  cents 
which  —  if  sufficient  sales  were 
made  —  would  leave  a  surplus  for 
relief  purposes. 

The  criticism  which  to  us  did  not 
seem  well-founded  was  of  the 
subject  matter  of  the  second  picture. 
The  first  picture,  as  can  be  seen, 
depicted  our  artist's  conception  of 
the  nativity  scene.  While  some 
people   might   like   another   version 


better,  there  was  not  much  to 
criticize  here.  But  the  second 
picture  shows  Jesus  busy  in  his 
healing  ministry  with  a  motley 
group  of  ailing  people  crowding 
around  him  for  help. 

It  seems  that  some  of  our  custom- 
ers did  not  like  this  picture.  It  was 
not  exactly  a  pretty  scene.  There 
were  no  wreaths,  no  burning 
candles,  no  reindeer,  no  Santa 
Claus,  no  camels,  no  wise  men,  no 
carolers  singing  lustily  from  a 
snow-covered  street,  no  peaceful 
village  scene  at  midnight  with  a 
tall  church  steeple  pointing  to  the 
sky. 

There  were  none  of  the  usual 
colorful  and  delightful  ornaments 
which  we  have  come  to  expect  on 
Christmas  cards.  Instead  there  was 


a  reminder  of  the  world's  need.  A 
reminder  of  the  dirty,  smelly, 
limping,  complaining,  unlovely  peo- 
ple who  lack  health  or  food  or 
clothing  or  shelter  and  turn  eager- 
ly, though  often  selfishly  and 
blindly,  to  anyone  who  promises 
relief. 

Of  course,  this  was  precisely  what 
the  Christmas  card  was  intended  to 
do.  The  purpose  of  Christmas  is  not 
only  to  remind  us  that  Jesus  came 
into  the  world,  but  also  why  he 
came.  The  quotation  from  Luke 
4: 18-19  helps  us  to  understand  why 
he  came.  He  had  good  tidings  for 
the  poor,  release  for  captives,  sight 
for  the  blind,  and  liberty  for  those 
who  had  been  abused  and  oppressed. 

Protestants  have  been  too  much 
inclined  to  spiritualize  this  text.  We 
have  said  much  about  salvation  of 
souls  and  have  been  too  ready  to 
interpret  even  Luke  4:  18-19  in  a 
purely  figurative  sense. 

But    if    we    reread    the    story    of 


Jesus'  ministry,  it  is  clear  that  he 
himself  interpreted  this  text  literal- 
ly too.  Again  and  again  he  was 
moved  by  physical  human  need.  A 
hungry  crowd  was  fed.  He  inter- 
rupted funerals.  And  he  healed  all 
kinds  of  ailments. 

It  is  the  job  of  Brethren  Service 
to  help  our  people  remember  this 
side  of  his  ministry  and  to  follow 
his  example.  The  little  churches 
like  the  Mennonites,  Friends,  and 
Brethren  are  doing  the  Protestant 
world  a  much-needed  service  as 
they  emphasize  this  part  of  Jesus' 
mission  and  message.  They  do  it 
not  because  they  are  indifferent  to 
the  invisible  spiritual  values,  but 
because  they  believe  that  we  must, 
like  Jesus,  be  sensitive  to  physical 
needs  if  we  would  foster  spiritual 
growth  in  ourselves  and  others. 

For  these  reasons  Brethren  Serv- 
ice takes  the  liberty  of  repeating 
the  message  of  last  year's  Christmas 
card. 


Korean   Background 


Since  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mission hopes  to  establish  relief 
work  in  Korea  if  and  when  it  be- 
comes possible  for  private  voluntary 
agencies  to  enter  that  field,  we  pre- 
sent here  some  background  informa- 
tion on  that  country. 

KOREA  (see  map)  is  a  peninsula 
jutting  out  from  the  coast  of 
Asia  and  almost  directly  west 
of  Japan.  Beyond  its  northwestern 
boundary  is  China,  and  Russian 
territory  lies  to  the  northeast.  The 
peninsula  is  460  miles  from  north  to 
south  and  170  from  east  to  west  at 
the  broadest  point.  Its  area  is 
roughly  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  country  is  mountain- 
ous for  the  most  part,  and  some 
peaks  exceed   8,000   feet. 

The  population  of  Korea  is  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  thirty  mil- 
lion. The  people  are  Mongolian  and 
their  appearance  is  much  like  that 
of  the  Chinese  or  Japanese.  In 
general  they  are  large  in  stature 
like  the  North  Chinese. 

To  a  large  extent  Korea  is  an 
agricultural  country,  but  there  has 
been  some  industrial  development, 
especially  in  the  north. 

Korean  religious  life  resembles 
that  of  China.  Ancestor  worship 
and  practices  similar  to  Confucian- 
ism flourished  before  the  time  of 
Christ.  Buddhism  was  introduced 
in  the  fourth  century.  Christian 
missions     were     attempted     several 


centuries  ago,  but  their  results  were 
completely  wiped  out. 

Modern  Protestant  mission  work 
began  in  1884.  The  Presbyterians 
and  the  Methodists  have  led  in 
Protestant  work  in  Korea.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Church  has  also 
been  active. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are 
about  600,000  Protestant  Christians 
in  Korea.  While  this  is  only  a  very 
small  percentage  of  the  total  popu- 
lation, it  forms  the  largest  percent- 
age of  Christians  in  any  Asiatic 
country. 

Korea's  history  goes  back  for 
thousands  of  years.  Sometimes  it 
was  a  dependency  of  China.  Some- 
times it  was  independent.  During 
the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth 
century  the  aggressive  Japanese 
began  to  exert  more  and  more 
influence  over  Korea. 

In  1905  Korea  became  a  protec- 
torate of  Japan.  In  1909  Japan 
assumed  complete  control  making 
Korea  a  Japanese  colony. 

The  Japanese  tried  to  extinguish 
Korean  national  feeling,  but  their 
harsh  measures  had  the  opposite 
result.  A  strong  Korean  independ- 
ence movement  developed,  and 
from  time  to  time  there  were 
attempts  at  revolt.  Korean  resist- 
ance to  Japan  somewhat  resembles 
Irish  resistance  to  England. 

The  defeat  of  Japan  in  World 
War  II  naturally  brought  hope  for 
Korean     independence,     since     the 
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Allies  had  made  promises  to  this 
effect. 

But  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
Russia  began  to  complicate  matters. 
At  the  Yalta  Conference  it  was 
agreed  that  Russia  and  the  United 
States  would  share  in  a  temporary 
military  occupation  of  Korea  with 
the  38th  parallel  as  the  dividing  line 
between  the  two  zones. 

In  both  north  and  south  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  desire  for  a 
unified  Korea.  The  Russians,  how- 
ever, proceeded  to  establish  com- 
munism in  their  zone,  and  the 
prospects  of  unification  on  other 
than  a  Communist  basis  grew  less. 

The  United  States  withdrew  most 
of  its  occupying  forces  in  1949.  In 
June  1950  the  North  Koreans 
invaded  South  Korean  territory  and 
the  present  war  began. 

The  northern  forces  almost  took 
the  entire  peninsula  before  United 
Nations  forces  (largely  American) 
turned  the  tables.  Thus,  already 
much  of  Korea  has  been  swept 
twice  by  battle. 

The  Korean  people,  who  have 
already  suffered  turmoil  and  strife 
for  more  than  a  half  century  now 
face  greater  misery  than  ever. 
Relief  will  need  to  come  from  the 
United  States  or  the  United  Nations. 
Help  by  such  voluntary  agencies  as 
the  Brethren  Service  Commission 
can  no  doubt  play  an  important 
part  in  the  recovery  of  Korea,  as  it 
has  done  in  the  case  of  Europe.  For 
these  reasons  the  Brethren  Service 
Commission  has  authorized  relief 
work  in  Korea  if  and  when  possible. 
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A  UNIFIED  APPROACH 
TO  THE  ADULT  PROGRAM 


C.  Ernest  Davis 

Secretary,    Christian    Education 
Commission 
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Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


Within  a  home  it  is  necessary — and 
fun  besides — to  do  things  together, 
with  the  interests  of  mother,  dad 
and  all  the  children  in  mind.  The 
same  principle  holds  true  in  the 
church.  Men's  work,  women's  work, 
the  CBYF,  and  all  other  members 
of  the  church  family  group  can 
profit  by  mutual  sharing  of  program 
plans,  and  as  much  as  possible  by 
actual  planning  together. 

Dr.  Davis  discusses  here  ways  in 
which  the  adult  groups  can  co-ordi- 
nate their  work  for  a  more  effective 
total  impact  in  the  church  and  in 
the  community. 

THE  United  Church  of  Canada 
has  brought  out  a  leaflet,  United 
Church  Adults  Unite  for  Plan- 
ning and  Action,  that  contains  many 
valuable  suggestions  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  for  we  have  many 
situations  in  common.  I  shall  try 
to  interpret  and  relate  to  ourselves 
some  of  the  ideas  presented  in  the 
leaflet. 

Many  of  our  Brethren  congrega- 
tions have  several  organizations 
which  enlist  the  adults  in  their 
membership  for  study,  fellowship 
and  service,  apart  from  regular 
public  worship.  These  organizations 
are  Bible  classes,  women's  work, 
aid  societies,  couples'  clubs,  men's 
work,  etc.  Naturally,  many  adults 
belong  to  more  than  one  of  these 
organizations.  Leaders  in  these 
organizations  are  likely  to  be  active 
in  other  phases  of  the  church's 
program. 

Why  a  Unified  Approach? 

There  are  three  reasons  for  giving 
thought  to  the  co-ordination  of 
all  adult  activities  within  the 
congregation. 

1.  To  avoid  conflicts  in  program. 

It  is  certainly  disconcerting  to 
discover  head-on  conflicts  between 
dates,  programs  and  appeals  because 
nothing  was  cleared.  Some  seasons 
are  crowded  with  activities  and 
other  periods  are  rather  barren 
because  there  was  no  co-ordinated 
planning  for  the  year. 

2.  To    mobilize    the    adults    of    the 
church. 

Most  parishes  do  not  have  all 
their  adults  actively  at  work.  There 
are  many  on  the  fringes  of  things, 
or  even  decidedly  inactive.  Plan- 
ning  together   should   help   to    put 
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more  people  to  work;  at  least,  they 
could  be  offered  the  opportunity. 

3.  To  reach  out  from  the  church  into 
the  community. 

Very  often  the  minister  is  ex- 
pected to  provide  all  the  outreach 
for  the  church.  This  is  a  mistake. 
Adults  and  adult  organizations 
should  do  much  of  this  work.  The 
leaders  should  meet  together  with 
the  minister  to  canvass  the  situation, 
plot  the  strategy  and  plan  the 
campaign. 

Ways  of  Planning  Together 

Surely  the  church  would  be  more 
successful  if  the  leaders  of  its  adult 
organizations  would  meet  at  least 
annually  to: 

1.  Review  together  their  plans 
and  programs  and  write  them  into 
the   total   program   for  the   church. 

2.  Consider  how  they  might  get 
more  members  of  the  church  to  be 
active  in  its  program. 

3.  Plan  together  how  they  might 
better  serve  the  unmet  needs  of  the 
men  and  women  of  the  community. 

On  the  agenda  of  such  a  meeting 
might  be  such  items  as  the 
following: 

Planning  for  the  great  festival 
and  special  occasions  of  the  church 
year. 

Sunday-school  classes  for  every 
adult  group,  including  the  newly- 
weds  and  the  unmarried  young 
adults. 

High  lights  of  women's  work  for 
the  year. 

High  lights  of  men's  work  for  the 
year.  Clearance  of  dates,  special 
speakers  and  major  emphases  for 
the  year. 

Better  fellowship  facilities 
throughout  the  parish. 

A  visitation  evangelism  campaign. 

Co-operation  with  other  churches 
and  organizations  of  the  community 
to   meet   specific   community   needs. 

Special  study  groups  that  may  be 
needed. 

Library  facilities  for  parents  and 
teachers. 

Ways  of  co-operating  with  the 
youth  group  and  with  children's 
workers. 

How  to  enlist  and  use  some  people 
not  now  active  in  the  work  of  the 
church;  discovering  people  who 
might  be  invited  to  take  on  new 
responsibilities. 
Where  Do  We  Begin? 

How  can  your  church  get  started 
in  such  a  program?  you  ask.  The 
minister  might  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  calling  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  all  adult  groups 
and   organizations   for   the    purpose 


of  bringing  about  a  co-ordination 
of  program  and  effort.  Or  the 
presidents  of  a  couple  of  the 
organizations  —  men's  work  and 
women's  work,  for  example — might 
take  the  initiative  after  consultation 
with  the  minister.  After  the  initial 
meeting  is  held,  very  likely  there 
will  be  a  felt  need  for  some  kind 
of  a  continuing  group  and  addition- 
al meetings  from  time  to  time.  Such 
a  representative  group  probably 
composed  of  the  presidents  of  the 
organizations  would  constitute  an 
adult  council.  The  adult  council 
should  be  related  to  the  official 
board  or  cabinet  of  the  church  or 
to  its  board  of  Christian  education 
so  that  it  may  be  actually  geared  to 
a  responsible  program  planning 
group. 

Some  Values  io  Be  Gained 

The  aim  of  co-ordinated  effort  is 
not  the  amalgamation  of  all  adults 
into  one  inclusive  organization. 
Rather  it  is: 

1.  To  exchange  plans  and  keep 
each  other  aware  of  the  projects, 
services  and  programs  that  are 
going  on  and  to  see  that  an 
adequate  program  without  serious 
duplications  or  gaps  is  provided  for 
the  parish. 

2.  To  keep  under  constant  review 
the  unmet  needs  of  adults  of  the 
church,  and  to  take  whatever  steps 
are  needed  to  meet  those  needs. 

3.  To  help  the  members  of  the 
church,  particularly  the  adults,  face 
realistically  the  needs  of  the 
community  and  the  world  and  to 
reach  out  to  meet  those  needs. 

After    all,    plans,    programs    and 


activities  are  not  the  chief  concern 
of  a  church.  Rather  the  church 
utilizes  them  as  ways  by  which  to 
meet  the  deeper  and  more  significant 
need  of  people,  the  development 
and  enrichment  of  spiritual  life.  We 
must  help  people  to  respond  to  the 
invitation  of  Christ  to  yield  their 
lives  to  him,  and  then  in  the  name 
and  spirit  of  Christ  to  minister  to 
the  needs  of  others.  At  that  great 
task  all  adult  groups  need  to  work 
in  united  co-operation.  Why  not 
form  an  adult  council  in  your 
congregation?  I  believe  it  will  do 
some  good  in  more  ways  than  one. 


Men  and  Women  Working  Together 

Last  fall  in  the  Pitsburg  church, 
Ohio,  the  values  of  co-operation 
between  the  men  and  women  was 
concretely   demonstrated. 

The  men  had  undertaken  a 
project  of  harvesting  a  thirty-acre 
cornfield  for  one  of  the  families  of 
the  community.  Early  in  the 
morning,  reports  Bro.  George  W. 
Wright,  the  pastor,  twenty  men 
arrived  fully  equipped  with  five 
corn  pickers,  twelve  tractors,  ten 
wagons,  grain  elevator  and  several 
trucks.  Soon  the  corn  began  to  flow 
in  a  constant  stream  into  the  bins, 
and  to  the   Pitsburg  elevator. 

In  the  meantime  the  ladies  had 
been  applying  their  skills  in  the 
kitchen,  and  the  corn  harvesting 
was  interrupted  long  enough  for  a 
good  meal  served  up  by  the  ladies. 
By  three  o'clock  the  fields  were 
bare,  and  over  two  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  were  safely  tucked  away 
for  the  winter. 


REMITTANCE  FORM 

General    Brotherhood    Board 
22  South  State  Street 
Elgin,    Illinois 

Dear   Brethren: 

It   is   my   (our)   desire    to    help    make   Christmas   world   wide. 
Since  missions  have  a  large  share  in  the  Brotherhood  Fund, 

please  accept  $ in  support  of  the  total  work. 

(If  desired,  you  may  write  in  a  specific  designation  as  follows: 


Name      

Address      

City     

Congregation 
District      
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Africa! — A  Dream   Realized 


Wilma  Schrag 

Charlotte   Craun 

Bassett,  Virginia 

WHEN  Wilma  entered  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  in  the  fall 
of  1948,  I  learned  to  know 
her.  I  found  Wilma  to  be  a  person 
of  courage  and  determination,  easily 
adjusted  to  new  situations  and  a 
devoted  Christian.  She  is  a  very 
happy  individual  and  a  true  friend. 
We  indeed  had  a  happy  year 
together. 

Wilma  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Schrag  of  Pioneer,  Ohio. 
She  was  born  at  Archbold,  Ohio 
and  at  an  early  age  moved  to 
Pioneer,  Ohio.  Wilma  is  the  fourth 
in  the  family  of  eight. 

She  received  her  public  school 
education  in  Pioneer,  Ohio.  Upon 
graduation  she  attended  Bowling 
Green  College.  After  some  college 
work  she  taught  school  in  the 
winter  and  continued  her  education 
in  the  summer.  She  did  some 
summer  work  at  North  Manchester 
and  at  the  University  of  Colorado. 
She  taught  in  the  public  school 
system  of  her  own  state,  Ohio,  for 
a  number  of  years.  After  spending 
two  years  in  Quito,  Ecuador,  she 
returned  home  and  taught  several 
more  years  before  taking  her 
seminary  training. 

She  enrolled  for  her  first  year  of 
work  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
in  the  fall  of  1948.  The  two  years 
spent  in  study  and  preparation  were 
extremely  busy  yet  delightful.  The 
courses  in  doctrine,  Biblical  inter- 
pretation and  Bible  knowledge, 
missions  and  church  history  were 
especially  helpful  to  her,  as  prepara- 
tion for  the  mission  field.  During 
her  first  year  she  taught  a  class  in 
weekday  religious  education  at 
First  church.  One  afternoon  a 
nine-year-old  boy  was  found  read- 
ing his  Bible  all  alone  in  the  church 


sanctuary.  When  asked  why  he  was 
there  he  said,  "It  is  so  nice  and  quiet 
in  here  and  my  teacher  started  a 
Bible  story  today  and  I  wanted  to 
complete  the  story  to  find  out  what 
happened."  This  statement  came 
from  one  of  her  pupils,  proving  her 
ability  as  a  teacher  to  create  interest 
in  such  a  way  that  the  pupil  was 
willing  to  continue  further  study. 
It  was  during  her  second  year  at 
the  seminary  that  she  chose  for  her 
practical  work  teaching  a  Sunday- 
school  class  at  the  Parental  School. 
Her  background  of  teaching  as  well 
as  her  seminary  training  made  her 
understanding  and  especially  capa- 
ble of  working  with  the  girls  at  the 
school. 

Wilma  has  a  great  concern  for 
people,  both  for  their  physical  and 
spiritual  well-being.  She  is  always 
ready  to  help  others;  whether  in  the 
giving  of  a  Bible  to  a  person  having 
none,  presenting  a  devotional  book 
to  a  friend  in  need,  praying  with 
individuals  when  called  upon  or 
counseling  with  others  in  attempt- 
ing to  help  them  find  the  will  of 
God  in  their  life.  She  finds  great 
joy  in  sharing  the  Christian  witness 
whenever  the  occasion  arises.  A 
friend  of  Wilma's  has  this  to  say 
about  her,  "I  owe  my  prayer  life 
to  Wilma;  she  helped  me  find  the 
true  spiritual  life  and  to  find  the 
will  of  God  for  me." 

A    consistent    prayer    life    is    of 
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Wilma  Schrag 


constant  concern  to  her.  It  is  her 
belief  that  each  person  should  have 
a  definite  period  of  prayer,  Bible 
reading  and  meditation  every  day. 
Although  at  times '  she  feels  that 
she  does  not  come  up  to  her  own 
expectations  in  this  regard,  she 
.  nevertheless  is  continuously  work- 
ing. At  various  times  she  attended 
a  Camp  Farthest  Out  and  learned 
to  know  Frank  Laubach,  Glen  Clark 
and  other  leaders  of  these  camps. 
Wlima  was  very  sincere  and  conse- 
crated when  she  came  to  the 
Bethany  fellowship  but  during  her 
stay  there  her  spiritual  life  was 
widened  and  deepened.  Her  studies, 
fellow  classmates  and  faculty  mem- 
bers all  influenced  her.  She  is  a 
strong  believer  in  prayer  cells  and 
was  able  to  give  as  well  as  receive 
benefit  from  such  groups. 

A  great  joy  came  to  Wilma  when 
she  received  the  call  to  go  to  the 
mission  field,  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Hillcrest  School,  at  Jos,  Nigeria. 
She  had  hoped  and  dreamed  of  the 
mission  field  for  a  number  of  years. 
She  worked  for  several  years  for  the 
Missionary  Alliance  organization  in 
Quito,  Ecuador,  and  was  quite 
pleased  to  work  among  the  Spanish- 
speaking  people,  but  Africa  was  still 
at  the  center  of  her  thinking.  So  it 
was  at  the  Missionary  Convocation 
at  the  Annual  Conference  held  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  that  Wilma 
was  consecrated  for  the  Africa 
mission  field.  She  sailed  for  Africa 
aboard  the  S.  S.  African  Grove  in 
June  1950.  On  July  4  the  S.  S. 
African  Grove  reached  Dakar, 
Senegal,  French  West  Africa.  The 
writer,  knowing  Wilma's  great 
enthusiasm  for  Africa,  can  in  her 
imagination  see  Wilma  when  she 
saw  African  soil  for  the  first  time. 
Wilma  said,  "My  heart  and  soul 
just  thrilled  as  I  watched,  as  we 
sailed  to  the  port.  This  was  my  first 
time  to  see  African  soil  and  African 
people.  Africa!  I  had  thought  of 
it  for  years.  Here  it  is  a  reality. 
I  shall  always  remember  Dakar, 
for  that  first  look  at  Africa." 


The  Slender 
"hread 


Florence  M.  Bollinger 

Anklesvar,  India 

Pictured  here  is  one  of  the  wards  of  the  Dahanu  hospital, 

India.    Like  all  mission  hospitals  it  means  care  for  the 

sick,  renewed  health  for  many 


A  CHILD  has  just  died  at  our 
house.  Can  some  wood  be 
found?  And  can  we  get  a 
man  to  help  to  make  a  coffin  for 
its  burial?"  Baghwandas,  a  neigh- 
bor, came  to  us  yesterday  with  this 
request.  That  morning  his  oldest 
son  had  come,  bringing  his  family. 
They  came  by  bus  and  train  from 
a  village  some  miles  distant.  The 
grandparents,  seeing  the  small  wiz- 
ened baby,  probably  realized  that  it 
had  been  brought  home  to  die.  But 
even  in  its  emaciated  state  the  eyes 
of  the  baby  were  bright  for  a  few 
hours  before  they  closed  in  death. 

Less  than  half  an  hour  after 
Baghwandas  came,  I  went  to  the 
home.  There  I  found  several  neigh- 
bors shaping  the  box.  It  was  a 
packing  box,  neither  new  nor  strong. 
Children  played  around  watching 
the  planing  of  rough  parts  and  the 
driving  of  nails.  Did  they  think  it 
strange  that  death  should  take  the 
baby  or  strange  that  the  box  would 
be  put  into  the  ground?  A  few  feet 
away  the  family  and  sympathizing 
neighbors  sat  on  the  mud-floored 
veranda.  They  too  were  watching 
the  process  of  making  the  coffin  box 
for  the  baby  who  lay  near  them 
under  a  cover  on  the  string  bed. 
The  pastor  with  Bible  in  hand  was 
ready  for  a  short  memorial  service 
there  on  the  veranda.  After  the 
service  only  the  men  and  boys 
would  be  following  the  coffin  to 
the  grave.  But  it  takes  a  little 
while  to  make  a  coffin  and  as  we 
sat  in  silence  suddenly  someone  ex- 
claimed, "Look,  there's  a  snake!" 
"We  looked  and  there  it  was  sliding 
over  a  hedge  fence  a  few  yards  from 
the  veranda,  dangling  in  the  air  as 
it  tried  to  reach  a  tree. 

"Hurry,  hurry,  get  some  clubs!" 
The  work  on  the  coffin  ended  while 
several  men  tried  to  strike  the  snake, 
but  it  escaped  them  and  slithered 
away. 


Again  the  work  on  the  coffin  was 
taken  up  but  now  our  thoughts 
were  on  snakes.  Looking  at  me  the 
pastor  began  a  story.  "A  few  nights 
ago  I  went  to  bed  and  forgot  to  use 
the  eye  medicine  yo.u  gave  me.  I 
was  almost  asleep  when  I  thought 
about  it  and  decided  to  get  up  and 
use  it.  Flashing  my  torch  I  saw  a 
big  black  snake  at  the  foot  of  my 
bed.  I  told  the  family  sleeping  near 
to  keep  quiet  and  calm.  As  long  as 
I  kept  the  light  on  the  snake  it  did 
not  move  but  when  I  turned  to  look 
for  a  club  it  slipped  away.  I  think 
it  was  God's  will  that  I  should  for- 
get my  medicine  that  night  and  thus 
be  saved  from  the  danger  of  the 
snake,"  concluded  the  pastor. 

"Oh,  you  should  have  seen  the 
serpent  I  saw  once  when  I  lived 
where  you  now  live,"  spoke  up  Sad- 
dabai.  "It  was  as  thick  as  my  arm 
and  as  long  as  a  bed." 

"Was  it  a  cobra?"  I  asked.  "No, 
it  was  a  red  snake  and  the  biggest 
snake  I  ever  saw.  I  told  the  other 
folks  to  keep  quiet  so  the  snake 
would  not  get  excited  and  think  we 
were  attacking  it.  It  waved  its  head 
around  and  around.  Several  men 
came  with  clubs  and  pounded  it, 
but  even  when  we  thought  it  was 
dead  it  kept  waving  its  head  a  long 
time!" 

And  so  the  stories  of  snakes  went 
on  until  it  was  seen  that  the  cof- 
fin was  about  completed.  And  now 
someone  took  from  the  house  new 
white  cloth  which  would  line  the 
box  inside  and  out;  a  border  would 
be  tacked  on  the  edges.  A  cross  was 
formed  in  the  middle  of  the  top 
cover.  By  this  time  the  number  of 
children  playing  about  had  increased 
until  there  were  at  least  a  dozen  and 
they  all  edged  closer  to  see  just  how 
this  should  be  put  on. 

On  the  veranda  we  all  watched 
and  waited.  The  coffin  was  nearly 
completed  and  it  was  time  to  pre- 


pare the  baby  for  burial.  This  kind- 
ly service  was  done  by  the  nearest 
neighbor  present.  On  being  told  by 
the  mother  that  the  baby  had  been 
bathed  in  life  only  a  few  hours 
before,  she  now  washed  only  its 
hands  and  face.  Such  a  small  pitiful 
form  of  a  baby  with  hair  neatly 
parted  and  a  new  dress  at  its  side. 
But  the  arms  were  already  so  stiff 
that  they  would  not  yield  to  the 
sleeves  and  so  the  dress  could  only 
be  spread  over  the  baby.  There 
was  a  bright  new  pink  cap  for  the 
little  head  and  the  cleanest  of  worn 
blankets  for  a  cover.  The  prepara- 
tions were  now  complete. 

Was  it  because  death  had  visited, 
almost  without  exception,  every 
home  in  that  group  of  sympathizing 
neighbors,  that  we  watched  these 
preparations  fearlessly?  Was  it  that 
death  seemed  a  boon  for  a  suffering 
baby?  Or  was  it  because  the  joy- 
ous song  of  a  gorgeous  golden  oriole 
coming  from  a  near-by  tree  blended 
the  naturalness  of  life  and  beauty  on 
earth  with  the  naturalness  of  death? 
The  sun  was  shining  now  after  days 
and  weeks  of  rain;  the  world  about 
us  was  very  beautiful.  I  thought  of 
the  monsoon  soaked  earth,  the  frail 
little  packing-box  coffin.  How  quick- 
ly nature  would  effect  "dust  to  dust 
and  ashes  to  ashes." 

Missionary  Is  Confidant  of 
African  Witch  Doctors 

When  a  Christian  missionary  be- 
comes the  confidant  of  African  witch 
doctors,  that's  new.  But  that  is 
what  happened  when  Dr.  George 
W.  Harley,  Methodist  missionary, 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  African 
natives.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
outsiders  ever  to  have  learned  the 
secrets    of   the    Mano    witch    doctor 
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cults,  secret  societies  and  other 
institutions.  He  joined  the  Mano 
snake  society  so  that  he  might  learn 
the  local  treatment  for  snake  bite. 

Dr.  Harley  established  a  most 
unusual  system  of  health  insurance 
twenty-four  years  ago,  which  was 
the  first  health  insurance  ever  to  be 
introduced  in  Africa.  The  terms  for 
the  insurance  stated  that  each 
patient  should  pay  for  the  services 
rendered  to  him  in  the  form  of  a 
chicken.  This  entitled  him  to 
medicine  and  medical  care  for  a 
two-year  period.    Later  the  fee  was 


changed  to  one  shilling  —  probably 
because  the  establishment  was  over- 
run with  chickens. 

At  Dr.  Harley's  suggestion  and 
through  his  work  a  hospital  was 
erected  by  the  government.  He  also 
erected  a  sawmill,  blacksmith  shop 
and  brick  and  tile  factory  besides 
twenty  other  buildings  on  the  320- 
acre  mission. 

In  addition  he  also  found  a 
substitute  for  chaulmoogra  oil  in  the 
treatment  of  leprosy,  produced  a 
"Ganta  Goat"  which  produced  twice 
as  much  milk  as  the  local  species, 


serves  as  district  health  officer  for 
the  bureau  of  health  and  sanitation 
and  serves  as  medical  consultant  for 
the  Firestone  Company,  whose 
Liberian  rubber  plantation  is  the 
largest  in  the  world. 

Mission  schools  of  the  South  Sudan, 
Africa,  will  receive  subsidies  of  more  than 
300,000  pounds  annually  from  the  Sudan 
government  for  a  new  program  of 
consolidation  and  improvement.  In  return 
for  the  grants  the  mission  schools  will  be 
expected  to  measure  up  to  certain  de- 
mands: the  use  of  Arabic  as  the  first 
language  of  education,  unification  of 
curricula,  and  providing  local  inspectors 
for  the  mission  primary  schools. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Phoenix  Begins  Expansion  Project 


Dover  N.  Cummings 


SUNDAY,  April  23,  1950,  marked 
an  important  event  in  the 
history  of  the  Phoenix  church, 
Arizona,  when  the  ground-breaking 
services  for  the  new  addition  to  the 
auditorium  of  the  present  church 
plant  were  held.  The  addition  is 
made  to  conform  with  lines  of  the 
present  building  which  was  built  a 
number  of  years  ago.  The  seating 
capacity  of  the  new  structure  will 
be  three  hundred  seventy-five. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  the  district 
have  looked  forward  to  the  launch- 
ing of  this  expansion  project. 


The  dedicatory  prayer  was  given 
by  Bro.  A.  W.  Arnold;  a  history  of 
the  church  was  presented  by  Bro. 
Clifford  Allman;  the  Scripture  was 
read  by  Bro.  Joseph  Neff;  and  Bro. 
I.  V.  Funderburgh,  field  secretary 
for  the  Pacific  Coast  Region,  gave 
the  address.  Bro.  Russell  A.  Sher- 
man, a  former  pastor  of  the 
Phoenix  church,  was  present  for 
the  ground-breaking  service.  Bro. 
Isaac  Forney,  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Phoenix  church, 
wielded  the  shovel  to  turn  the  first 
earth  on  the  building  site. 

The    present    pastor    at    Phoenix 


is  Bro.  J.  Grannum  Mahon.  Al- 
though for  a  number  of  years  the 
Phoenix  church  received  supple- 
mentary pastoral  support  from  the 
Ministry  and  Home  Mission  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Brotherhood 
Board,  as  of  Sept.  1,  1950,  the 
church  has  released  this  assistance, 
believing  that  they  can  adequately 
care  for  their  own  needs.  This 
action  makes  possible  Brotherhood 
assistance  elsewhere  to  other  urgent 
needs. 

Phoenix  is  in  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  district  of  the 
Brotherhood. 


Left  to  right:  Roy  Miller.  A.  W.  Arnold.  Clifford 
Allman,  Joseph  Neff,  I.  V.  Funderburgh,  Pastor  J. 
Grannum  Mahon,  E.  Z.  Lambert,  Russell  A. 
Sherman  and,  in  the  foreground,  Isaac  Forney, 
who  is  turning  the  first  shovel  of  earth  at  the 
ground-breaking  service 
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Thinking  About  the  News 

What  Voice  Do  They  Hear? 

THE  Voice  of  America  is  an  effort  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Stale 
to  use  a  radio  network  to  tell  a  potential  audience  of  295,000,000  what 
our  plans  and  policies  are.  It  is  especially  directed  toward  counter- 
acting Russian  propaganda  by  short  wave  and  relay  broadcasting  of  news 
and  interpretative  programs.  It  receives  29,000  fan  letters  a  month.  That 
it  is  effective  is  indicated  not  only  by  such  responses  but  also  by  the 
measures  taken  by  Communist  governments  to  use  their  own  stations  to 
"jam"  the  broadcasts. 

Any  campaign  of  truth  that  seeks  really  to  enlighten  and  to  give  facts 
should  be  applauded.  We  can  hope  that  the  Voice  broadcasts  are  fair 
and  impartial.  Certainly  the  battle  of  words,  whether  across  the  air  waves 
or  in  the  UN  sessions,  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  language  of  blockades,  gun- 
fire,  aerial   bombardment   and — eventually — atomic   bombs. 

But,  even  assuming  that  the  words  are  the  right  words,  are  they  ever 
enough?  Actions  —  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals  —  always  speak 
louder.  Did  our  President  urge  all  the  peaceful  alternatives  possible  be- 
fore involving  us  in  the  Korean  war?  Have  we  shown  a  real  concern  for 
the  peoples  of  the  world  by  backing  the  governments  that  truly  represent 
them?  Have  we  been  ready  and  happy  to  support  UN  measures  aimed  at 
rebuilding  the  economy  of  small  nations?  Or  have  our  actions  too  often 
belied  the  words? 

No  matter  how  effective  a  radio  voice  may  be,  it  must  meet  the  com- 
petition of  actual  events  and  the  sounds  they  make.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  many  different  voices  claiming  to  be  the  voice  of  America  and  they 
add  to  the  Babel  of  our  lime.  Sadly  enough,  some  of  the  worst  examples 
of  confusion  can  be  found  among  the  voices  of  the  churches. 

The  voice  lhal  will  be  heard  is  the  voice  of  a  Christian  fellowship  thai 
speaks  through  its  deeds  of  mercy  and  love  as  well  as  in  pronouncements 
from  the  pulpit.  Because  Jesus  lived  what  he  taught  and  signed  his  mes- 
sage by  a  final  act  of  sacrifice  on  the  cross,  he  still  speaks  to  men.  We  can 
speak  his  words,  but  even  they  will  not  be  heeded  unless  they  become 
incarnate  in  lives  that  resemble  his. — K.M. 


Around  the  World 

"Point  Four"  at  Work 

In  Iran,  "Point  Four"  work  is 
already  starting.  A  typical  village 
near  Isfahan,  300  miles  south  of 
Teheran,  is  the  site  of  the  project. 
Ten  or  more  Americans  will  work 
with  Iranian  technicians  to  demon- 
strate on  a  day-to-day  basis  how 
similar  communities  can  improve 
standards  of  living.  The  work  at 
the  start  is  to  be  deliberately  simple. 
Steel  tips  will  be  supplied  for  the 
wooden  plows  currently  used;  DDT 
and  other  insecticides  will  be  used 
for  better  farm  output;  sanitation 
will  be  brought  up  to  date;  and  the 
I  scientific  management  of  small 
home  gardens  will  be  encouraged. 
!(WP) 

Philippine  President  Proclaims 
Thanksgiving  Day 

President  Elpidio  Quirino's  an- 
nouncement that  the  Philippines 
would  officially  celebrate  Thanks- 
giving Day  this  year  for  the  first 
(time  was  hailed  as  a  victory  for 
the  Philippine  Federation  of  Chris- 
:ian  Churches. 
Juan  Nabong,  spokesman  for  the 


federation,  said  the  group  had  urged 
the  President  to  proclaim  Thanks- 
giving Day.  He  added  that  he  hoped 
the  Philippine  proclamation  would 
presage  world-wide  adoption  of 
Thanksgiving   Day. 

Date  of  the  first  Philippine 
Thanksgiving  Day  coincided  with 
that  set  aside  for  the  American 
observance — Nov.  23. 

Building  Better  Mexican-U.S. 
Relations 

A  vigorous  job  of  building  better 
Mexican-U.S.  relations  is  being 
pushed  by  Thomas  Sutherland, 
secretary  of  the  state's  Good  Neigh- 
bor Association.  Close  contact  is 
being  maintained  with  the  Mexican 
government,  and  cases  of  discrimi- 
nation in  Texas  are  being  investi- 
gated and  corrected.  A  program  of 
state  legislation  is  being  worked  out 
by  experts,  to  rectify  some  of  the 
worst  grievances  of  residents  with 
Mexican  origin. 

Sutherland  believes  one  impor- 
tant step  would  be  the  sending  of 
a    cultural    mission    by    Mexico    to 


communities  just  south  of  the 
border,  to  relieve  the  inhabitants' 
sense  of  isolation  both  from  their 
own  distant  capital  as  well  as  from 
their  Texas  neighbors.  In  several 
towns  of  the  state,  civic  leaders  are 
holding  regular  conferences  with 
Mexican  representatives,  to  deal 
with  problems  that  arise.  "There 
must  come  a  time,"  says  Sutherland, 
"when  Mexicans  never  even  think 
about  discrimination."   (WP) 

Church  Women  Condemn  "Lurid" 
Beer  Ads 

Condemnation  of  the  "frequently 
lurid"  advertisments  of  beer  over 
the  radio  and  television  was  voiced 
by  the  national  assembly  of  the 
United  Council  of  Church   Women. 

The  delegates  called  on  "all 
organizations  with  like  concern"  to 
join  them  in  protesting  the  beer  ads 
that  have  "invaded  the  American 
home  through  television"  and  made 
it  "even  impossible  to  listen  to  radio 
broadcasts  of  clean  sports,  in  many 
locations,  without  being  bombarded" 
by   them. 

Members  of  the  United  Council's 
1,775  state  and  local  affiliates  were 
asked  to  express  their  disapproval 
to  local  stations,  networks,  sponsors 
and  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

Lutherans  Study  Plans  for  Air 
Missions 

Plans  for  air  missions  to  the 
isolated  Sand  Hills  areas  of  north- 
western Nebraska  are  being  studied 
by  the  Central  District  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Church.  The 
Rev.  E.  G.  Fritschel,  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  district  president,  reported 
that  the  missions  would  place  a 
minister  in  charge  of  two  or  three 
churches  in  the  region  where 
transportation  difficulties  and  great 
distances  hurt  church  attendance. 
The  minister  would  be  furnished 
with  a  plane  so  he  could  conduct 
services  in  each  of  the  scattered 
churches  every  week. 

The  Rev.  John  Streng,  of  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  district  secretary,  reported 
that  in  at  least  six  counties  of 
western  Nebraska,  sixty  per  cent  of 
the  residents  have  no  church 
affiliation  because  of  transportation 
problems. 

Convocation  Studies  Rural 
Church  Life 

Some  500  persons  from  more  than 
20  Protestant  denominations,  at- 
tending the  seventh  annual  National 
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Convocation  on  the  Church  in  Town 
and  Country,  heard  that  the  rural 
minister  can  help  his  members 
regain  some  of  their  lost  values  by 
relating  worship  to  their  daily  lives. 

This  advice  was  given  by  Edward 
K.  Ziegler,  pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Bridgewater,  Va., 
and  consultant  on  rural  worship 
for  Agricultural  Missions,  Inc. 

"Where  the  worship  in  the  rural 
church  is  vital  and  true  and 
intimately  linked  with  daily  life," 
he  said,  "it  will  have  a  powerful 
effect  on  the  farm  and  the  farmer." 

The  convocation  was  sponsored 
by  an  interdenominational  commit- 
tee constituted  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  the  Home 
Missions  Council  of  North  America, 
and  the  International  Council  of 
Religious   Education. 

Dr.  Carl  C.  Taylor  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  told  the 
participants  that  modern  life  was 
destroying  the  farmer's  stability 
and  the  spirit  of  co-operation  among 
rural  neighbors.  "We  do  not  want 
to  turn  back  the  clock,"  Dr.  Taylor 
said,  "but  we  do  want  to  keep  or 
recapture  the  stability  and  security 
of  the  old-fashioned  rural  neighbor- 
hood. The  old  securities  guaranteed 
through  family  and  neighborhood 
co-operation  can  no  longer  be 
counted  on  for  either  the  dependent 
aged  or  for  young  people  trying  to 
get  a  start  in  life." 

Dr.  Raymond  W.  Miller  of  the 
United  Nations  Food  and  Agricul- 
ture Organization  asserted  that 
unrest  and  possible  world  disaster 
for  people  "tired  of  hunger,  rags 
and  leaking  roofs"  can  be  avoided. 
"Most  of  the  people  of  the  world 
today  are  undernourished,  poorly 
housed,  and  inadequately  clothed," 
Dr.  Miller  said,  "because  the  known 
methods  of  conservation  of  natural 
resources,  and  of  increasing,  distrib- 
uting and  making  use  of  farm, 
forest,  mine  and  ocean  products  are 
not  known  widely  enough." 

Y.W.C.A.  Holds  Week  of  Prayer 
and  Fellowship 

Gifts  amounting  to  $168,188.80 
dedicated  to  the  world  service  of 
the  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association  were  presented  at  the 
altar  of  the  Washington  Cathedral, 
D.  C.  The  ceremony  marked  the 
opening  of  the  association's  annual 
Week  of  Prayer  and  World 
Fellowship. 

At  the  same  time,  members  of  the 
Y.W.C.A.  in  more  than  1,000 
branches    in    65    countries    met    to- 


gether to   observe   Y.W.C.A.   World 
Fellowship  Week. 

Mrs.  Harrison  S.  Elliott,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Y.W.C.A. 
Board,  keynote  speaker  at  the 
service  here,  stressed  the  world- 
wide message  of  the  organization. 
"Today  we  are  living  under  one  of 
the  oldest  curses  in  history — 'Fear 
and  dread  shall  come  upon  them,'  " 
she  declared.  "We  are  afraid  not 
only  of  physical  destruction,  but 
we  are  afraid  to  say  what  we 
think  —  or  to  act  what  we  feel. 
However,  this  is  not  the  first  time 
that  man  has  experienced  the  curse 
of  fear,  nor  is  it  the  first  time  that 
he  has  felt  himself  to  be  at  the 
beginning  of  doom. 

"We  who  are  Christians  have  a 
faith  which,  if  it  could  come  alive 
in  us  and  glow  with  the  fire  of  our 
devotion  to  it,  would  be  the  antidote 
to  our  fear,  and  the  stimulus 
essential  to  the  solving  of  the 
infinitely  dangerous  problems  which 
face  us.  We  today  are  at  a  moment 
in  history  when  mankind  must 
decide  whether  his  fear  or  his  faith 
shall  determine  the  future." 


The  service  opened  with  a  colorful 
procession  which  included  a  cos- 
tumed group  of  young  women 
dressed  in  the  native  costumes  of 
twenty-five  foreign  lands.  The  choir 
of  Howard  University  and  the  choir 
of  the  cathedral  united  in  music. 
The  Rev.  John  W.  Suter  of  the 
cathedral  conducted  the  vesper 
worship  service. 

News  Briefs 

Quakers  at  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa,  moved  their  regular  place  of 
meeting  from  a  room  in  the 
Y.M.C.A.  to  the  Jan  H.  Hofmeyr 
School  of  Social  Work.  This  step 
was  made,  according  to  the  report, 
"in  order  to  be  able  to  meet  in 
accordance  with  our  convictions 
together  with  people  of  all  races." 
Non-Europeans  are  not  permitted 
on  the  Y.M.C.A.  premises.  (WP) 

This  year  1,100,000  Polish  children 
benefitted  from  vacations  at  summer 
camps.  About  30,000  spent  their 
holiday  at  the  famous  resort  center, 
Zakopane,  and  in  neighboring  areas. 
The  great  majority  of  them  were 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  workers. 
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GOSPEL    MESSENGER 


The  atomic  bomb  has  seized  the 
imagination  of  the  people  and  a 
petition  to  governments  to  outlaw 
its  use  in  war  is  being  signed  by 
millions  of  people  in  many  coun- 
tries. But  it  does  not  matter  so  very 
much  whether  one  is  killed  by 
atomic  bombs  or  any  other  war 
weapon. 

Outlawing  the  atomic  bomb  would 
not  stop  war.  It  is  possible  that  fear 
of  the  atomic  bomb  and  of  biological 
weapons  of  death  and  destruction 
may  make  governments  hesitate  to 
embark  on  another  world  war. 

If  governments  could  agree  not  to 
use  any  special  weapon  they  could 
agree  not  to  go  to  war  at  all.  I  hope 
the  National  Peace  Council  will 
continue  to  work  for  the  abolition  of 
all  weapons  of  mass  murder,  to 
protest  against  war  as  the  stupidest 
form  of  activity  in  which  the  human 
race  can  indulge.  We  stand  for 
universal  peace  and  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  nations  to  apply  the  great 
powers  of  modern  science  to  the 
elimination  of  hunger,  poverty  and 
preventable  diseases,  and  the  spread 
of  education  and  truth  among  the 
illiterate  masses  of  mankind. 

Not  more  than  about  a  third  of 
the  population  of  the  world  enjoy 
food  and  other  physical  necessities 
of  life  on  a  health  standard.  To  the 
two    thirds    of    the    people    on    the 


earth  in  poverty,  communism  comes 
as  a  new  gospel  with  the  promise  of 
freedom  from  poverty  and  misery. 
The  spread  of  communism,  however 
untrue  its  promise,  cannot  be 
stopped  by  guns.  The  free  nations 
must  use  the  tremendous  powers 
which  they  have  created  to  create 
real  wealth  to  eliminate  hunger, 
poverty  and  preventable  diseases. 
That  is  the  way  to  satisfy  the  just 
hopes  of  the  people  at  present  in 
revolt  against  the  West  and  also  to 
provide  full  employment  for  the 
men  now  engaged  in  preparing  for 
war.  If  by  some  miracle  peace  were 
to  descend  on  this  earth  and  the 
many  millions  of  men  in  the  fighting 
forces  and  those  engaged  in  war 
factories  discharged  there  would  be 
another  economic  crisis  due  to- 
wide-spread  unemployment  unless 
they  could  be  absorbed  in  construc- 
tive work  to  develop  the  vast 
potential  wealth  of  the  earth  for  the 
benefit  of  the  peoples  of  all  nations- 
I  suggest,  therefore,  that  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  fight  for  peace 
should  be  the  promotion  of  plans  for 
the  co-operation  of  the  nations  in 
diverting  the  great  powers  of  mod- 
ern science  from  destruction  in  a 
suicidal  war  to  constructive  ends 
which  will  bring  peace  and  economic 
prosperity. — Lord  Boyd-Orr,  to  the 
National  Peace  Council.  England. 


Weddings 


Brubaker-Myers. — Henry  Brubaker  of 
Boones  Mill,  Va.,  and  Doris  Ruth  Myers 
of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Aug.  12,  1950,  in  the 
Bridgewater  church,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Edward  K.  Ziegler. — Minor  M. 
Myers,  Woodstock,  Va. 

Bruns-Cooney. — John  Bruns  and  Roberta 
Cooney,  both  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  in  the 
Santa  Ana  church,  Nov.  10,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.  R.  Jennings,  Santa  Ana, 
Calif. 

Burkholder-Ebersole. — Jay  Harold  Burk- 
holder  and  Margaret  Z.  Ebersole,  Sept. 
16,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  Clyde 
Weaver,  East  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Clipp-Cromer.— Silas  B.  Clipp  of  Sharps- 
burg,  Md.,  and  Phyllis  R.  Cromer  of 
Keedysville,  Md.,  in  the  Westminster 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  14,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Harold  Z.  Bomberger,  Westmin- 
ster, Md. 

Everidge-Chandler. — William  A.  Ever- 
idge  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  and  Mar- 
garet Chandler  of  Advance,  N.  C,  in  the 
Fraternity  parsonage,  Oct.  28,  1950,  by  the 
undersigned.— S.  H.  Flora,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C. 

Forney-Pierce. — Willard  E.  Forney  of 
Stockton,  Calif.,  and  Neva  Pierce  of  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  Aug.  11,  1950,  in  the  Old 
Village  Chapel,  Yosemite  National  Park, 
Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — David  H. 
Studebaker,    San   Francisco,   Calif. 

Hall- Chittum.— Freeman  A.  Hall  of 
Rockbridge  Baths,  Va.,  and  Mary  Anne 
Chittum  of  Buena  Vista,  Va.,  Oct.  28, 
1950,  by  the  undersigned,  at  his  home. — 
John  F.  Graham,  Buena  Vista,  Va. 

Haralamplus-Spiess. — George  W.  Hara- 
lamplus  and  Olive  Mae  Spiess,  both  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  3,  1950,  near  West- 
minster, Md.,  by  the  undersigned.— Wil- 
liam E.  Roop,   Westminster,  Md. 

Hartman-Ediger. — Chester  Hartman  and 
Evelyn  Ediger,  both  of  Newton,  Kansas, 
in  Newton,  Oct.  15,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Raymond  L.  Flory,  McPherson, 
Kansas. 

Hosietler-Keafer. — Earl  C.  Hostetler  of 
Hollsopple,  Pa.,  and  Eleanor  Keafer  of 
Davidsville,  Pa.,  in  the  Davidsville  Lu- 
theran church,  Oct.  29,  1950,  by  Rev.  C.  E. 
Keafer  and  Rev.  Russell  Shilling. — Mrs. 
John  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Hudson- Younce. — Donald  Hudson  of 
Flint,  Mich.,  and  JeanAnn  Younce  of  Da- 
vison, Mich.,  Sept.  23,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—Ralph   Shrock,    Flint,   Mich. 

Huntsman-Dull.— Roy  S.  Huntsman  and 
Jean  Dull,  both  of  Bedford,  Pa.,  Nov.  4, 
1950,  in  the  Everett  parsonage,  Pa.,  by 
the  undersigned.— Stewart  B.  Kauffman, 
Everett,  Pa. 

Johnson-Flaugher. — Thomas  G.  Johnson 
and  Miriam  E.  Flaugher,  both  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Aug.  19,  1950,  in  the  East  Dayton 
church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned.— C.  H. 
Petry,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Kauffman-Groff.— Donald  Kauffman  and 
Sara  K.  Groff,  Oct.  22,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— S.  Clyde  Weaver,  East  Peters- 
burg,  Pa. 

Kenyon-Minch. — Willard  D.  Kenyon  of 
Low  Point,  111.,  and  Marilyn  Elaine  Minch 
of  Washburn,  111.,  Oct.  28,  1950,  in  the 
Oak  Grove  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— M.  A.  Whisler,  Low  Point,  111. 

Lazar-Edmonds. — Michael  Lazar  of  La- 
fayette, Ind.,  and  Phyllis  Edmonds  of 
Rossville,  Ind.,  Nov.  10,  1950,  in  the  Pyr- 
mont  church,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
G.  L.  Wine,  Rossville,  Ind. 

MacKenzie-Decker. — Andrew  MacKenzie 
of  Lapeer,  Mich.,  and  Cora  Alta  Decker 
of  Flint,  Mich.,  Oct.  14,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Ralph  Schrock,  Flint,  Mich. 

Miller-Kehl. — Kenneth  Miller  of  New- 
ton, Kansas,  and  Joyce  Kehl  of  Valley 
Center,  Kansas,  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Mathaei  in 
the  Valley  Center  Methodist  church,  Oct. 
1,  1950. — Raymond  L.  Flory,  McPherson, 
Kansas. 

Myers-Barksdale. — Carroll  D.  Myers  and 
Doris   Jean   Barksdale,   both   of   Westmin- 


ster, Md.,  Nov.  17,  1950,  in  the  Westmin- 
ster church,  by  the  undersigned. — Harold 
Z.  Bomberger,  Westminster,  Md. 

Napier-Liming. — Robert  Napier  and 
Joyce  Liming,  both  of  Liberty,  Ind.,  in 
the  Four  Mile  church,  Kitchel,  Ind.,  Oct. 
21,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — Pius  Gibble, 
Liberty,  Ind. 

Russel-Pheasani. — Donald  C.  Russel  of 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  and  Betty  J.  Pheas- 
ant of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Fairview 
church,  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  30,  1950, 
by  the.  undersigned. — Ernest  A.  Brum- 
baugh, Williamsburg,  Pa. 

Sialon-Fox.— William  B.  Staton  and 
Patsy  L.  Fox,  both  of  Buena  Vista,  Va., 
Aug.  15,  1950,  at  the  bride's  home,  by  the 
undersigned. — John  F.  Graham,  Buena 
Vista,  Va. 

Topp-Mease. — George  Topp,  Jr.,  of  Hick- 
man, Nebr.,  and  Beverly  Mease  of  Lin- 
coln, Nebr.,  Aug.  26,  1950,  in  the  Lincoln 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Charles  M. 
Bieber,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 


Obituaries 


S.  Paul  Daugherly 

S.  Paul,  son  of  Daniel  A.  and  Barbara 
Ella  Sowers  Daugherty,  was  born  June 
23,  1903,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1950,  at  his  home 
in  Yuba  City,  Calif. 

In  1925  he  was  married  to  Helen  Hat- 
field of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  at  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary. 

A  native  of  Augusta,  W.  Va.,  Bro. 
Daugherty  began  his  pastoral  work  in 
that  city  in  1935.  In  1939  he  moved  to  Live 
Oak,  Calif.,  and  held  the  pastorate  there. 
In  1945  he  retired  from  pastoral  duties  and 
became  a  field  representative  for  La  Verne 
College  in  Southern  California.  In  1948  he 
was  forced  to  retire  because  of  ill-health. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Helen;  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ramona  Armstrong  of  Hon- 
duras, Central  America;  one  son,  Stanley 
Paul,  Jr.,  of  Yuba  City,  Calif.;  his  father, 
D".  A.  Daugherty  of  Augusta,  W.  Va.; 
three  sisters  and  six  brothers,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Arnold  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Doyle 
of  Winchester,  Va.,  Benjamin  C.  of  Rom- 
ney,  W.  Va.,  Mrs.  W.  C.  McDonald  of 
Augusta,  W.  Va.,  Ira  R.  of  Augusta,  W. 
Va.,  Grover  W.  of  Winchester,  Va.,  Leslie 
O.  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  Daniel  Earl  of 
Augusta,  W.  Va.,  and  Riley  A.  of  Augusta, 
W.  Va. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Ullery  Memorial  chapel,  with  Bro.  Lee 
Whipple,  pastor  of  the  Yuba  City  church 
and  Bro.  Fred  Butterbaugh  of  Paradise, 
Calif.,  a  La  Verne  co-worker  of  Bro. 
Daugherty,  in  charge.  Interment  was  in 
the  Sutter  City  cemetery.— Mrs.  Helen 
Daugherty,  Yuba  City,  Calif. 

Giselman,  Susan  Alberta,  daughter  of 
John  and  Susie  Thomas  Stuller,  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1888,  in  Broad  Top  City.  On  Oct. 
21,  1907,  she  was  married  to  John  H. 
Giselman.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
three  daughters  and  four  sons.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  several 
years  ago.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Holsinger  church  by  Bro.  D.  I. 
Pepple.  Interment  was  in  the  near-by 
cemetery. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury, 
Pa. 

Gnagy,  John,  was  born  near  Ashton,  HI., 
Sept.  2,  1869,  and  died  in  the  Mountain 
View  rest  home  in  Pomona,  Calif.,  Oct. 
25,  1950.  He  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  early  in  life  in  Franklin 
Grove,  111.  He  was  a  charter  member 
and  deacon  in  the  Glendora  church.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  in  1930.  He  is 
survived  by  two  children,  two  grandchil- 
dren and  one  great-grandchild.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Glendora  church 
by  the  pastor,  G.  K.  Walker,  assisted  by 
Brethren  A.  D.  Sollenberger  and  C.  S. 
Hoff,  teachers  of  Bro.  Gnagy's  Sunday- 
school  class.  Interment  was  in  Oakdale 
Memorial  park. — Galen  K.  Walker,  Glen- 
dora, Calif. 

Hamm,  Bessie,  daughter  of  Michael  and 


Catherine  Hamm,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1882, 
near  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  and  died  Sept. 
8,  1950,  at  her  home  near  Jasper,  Mo.  In 
early  life  she  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  three  sisters 
and  three  brothers.  Two  weeks  before 
her  death  she  called  for  the  anointing. 
She  was  always  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  church  and  community.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  undersigned  in 
the  Paradise  Valley  church. — Arthur  W. 
Adkins,   Cabool,  Mo. 

Meyers,  Harvey  T.,  was  born  to  A.  Jack- 
son and  Alcinda  Poorbaugh  Meyers  Aug. 
13,  1880,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1950.  He  was 
married  to  Edith  Hillegass,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  four  daughters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Mt.  Lebanon 
Reformed  church  near  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  by 
Rev.  Ira  Harkens  and  Rev.  J.  Earl  Dobs 
of  the  Reformed  church  and  the  under- 
signed. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — John  H.  Buffenmeyer,  Hynd- 
man.  Pa. 

Hosteller,  Vernon  D.,  son  of  Charles  and 
Nora  Hostetler,  was  born  near  Ship- 
shewana,  Ind.,  March  7,  1906,  and  drowned 
while  crossing  the  North  Channel  of  Lake 
Huron  Oct.  31,  1949.  His  body  was  never 
recovered.  His  father,  two  brothers  and 
a  sister-in-law  were  lost  at  the  same  time. 
The  bodies  of  the  father  and  sister-in-law 
were  recovered  in  the  summer  of  1950.  He 
was  married  to  Inez  Troyer  in  1928.  For 
the  past  ten  years  their  home  was  in 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  they  and  their 
daughter  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Besides  the  wife  and  daughter, 
he  is  survived  by  his  mother,  three  sisters 
and  one  grandson.  Memorial  services  were 
conducted  Sept.  23,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed in  the  Elkhart  City  church. — G. 
W.  Phillips,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Proebstel,  Alice  Hannah,  was  born  Jan. 
3,  1886,  in  England,  and  died  Oct.  23,  1950. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Roy  L. 
Proebstel  forty  years  ago  in  New  Zealand. 
They  moved  to  Fresno,  Calif.,  soon  after 
and  it  had  been  their  home  since.  She 
became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1930.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  daughters,  six  grandchil- 
dren and  one  sister. — Vernon  F.  Miller, 
Fresno,  Calif. 

Rieley,  Erastus  Clay,  was  born  at  Trout- 
ville,  Va.,  May  5,  1879,  and  died  as  the 
result  of  an  accident,  which  occurred  while 
he  was  picking  apples  at  Sparta,  Mich., 
Oct.  13,  1950.  While  a  young  man,  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  was  married  to  Katie  Patterson  on 
Nov.  30,  1917,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  four  children  and  two  grand- 
children.— Mrs.  Katie  Rieley,  Beaverton, 
Mich. 

Shirk,  Cora  Rush,  daughter  of  George 
and  Serena  Ruble,  was  born  June  30, 
1884,  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Juniata  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  6, 
1950.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Ira  J.  Shirk,  two  daughters,  a  son,  four 
stepdaughters,  one  sister  and  one  brother, 
who  is  a  minister  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  was  active  in  the  church 
as  a  deaconess,  Sunday-school  teacher,  a 
member  of  the  W.C.T.U.,  and  was  a  worker 
on  the  peace  and  relief  programs  and  in 
the  missionary  work  of  the  Brotherhood. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Bunkertown 
church  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Spring  Run  cemetery 
in  McVeytown,  Pa.— Martin  Scholten, 
Bunkertown,  Pa. 

Spearman,  Peter  A.,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  Aug.  4,  1871,  and  died  Oct.  25, 
1950.  In  1905  he  united  with  the  Beech 
Grove  church.  In  the  fall  of  1906  he  was 
called  to  the  office  of  deacon.  On  Jan.  13, 
1907,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Callie 
Hamilton,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
sons.  During  his  late  illness  he  called  for 
the  anointing  service,  from  which  he 
received  much  joy.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  two  sons,  three  stepchildren, 
twenty-eight    grandchildren,    eight    great- 
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grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Anderson  church 
by  Elder  E.  O.  Norris,  assisted  by  W.  E. 
Hamilton  and  the  undersigned.  Interment 
was  in  the  Ovid  cemetery. — Ora  H.  Zirkle, 
Middletown,  Ind. 

Stover,  Clinton  Herbert,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Anna  Wolfe  Stover,  was  born  at 
Lanark,  111.,  Dec.  8,  1878,  and  died  suddenly 
at  his  home  in  Morrill,  Kansas,  Oct.  27, 
1950.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sadie 
E.  Poister  on  June  22,  1902,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. He  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Nov.  15,  1909,  and  was 
very  active  in  church  work.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters, 
ten  grandchildren,  four  great-grandchil- 
dren and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Morrill  church  by  the 
undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Morrill 
cemetery. — L.  M.  Baldwin,  Morrill,  Kansas. 

Ulrey,  Albert,  son  of  Solomon  and  Susan 
Ulrey,  was  born  near  Pyrmont,  Ind.,  Feb. 
20,  1880,  and  died  at  the  Good  Will  nursing 
home  at  Camden  Sept.  30,  1950.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  while 
attending  college  at  North  Manchester  in 
1901.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pyrmont 
church.  His  parents  and  one  sister  pre- 
ceded him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by 
one    sister.     Funeral    services    were    held 


by  the  pastor,  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine,  in  the 
Pyrmont  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemtery  near  by. — Alta  Smeltzer,  Pyrmont, 
Ind. 

Weaver,  Rhoda  Elizabeth,  was  born  in 
Rockford,  111.,  June  29,  1902,  and  died 
Oct.  29,  1950.  Her  mother  passed  away 
when  she  was  only  a  week  old.  She  was 
then  placed  in  the  care  of  W.  E.  Trostle 
and  his  wife,  who  educated,  trained  and 
gave  her  a  musical  education  at  La  Verne 
College.  She  was  married  to  Daniel 
Weaver  on  Sept.  19,  1923,  and  to  this  union 
was  born  one  son,  who  survives.  She 
directed  the  choir  and  trained  many 
young  people  for  work  in  their  various 
fields  of  activity.  She  united  with  the 
church  and  was  a  consistent  member  until 
death.  Memorial  services  and  burial'  were 
held  at  Redondo  Beach  by  W.  T.  Luckett 
and  G.  O.  Stutsman. — W.  E.  Trostle, 
Hermosa  Beach,   Calif. 

Weimer,  Mildred,  daughter  of  Clement 
and  Myrtie  Hottle,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1904, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio.  In  1930  she  was  married  to  Allen 
Weimer.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  three  children.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  in 
the  Bear  Creek  church.  Burial  was  in 
the  Bear  Creek  cemetery. — G.  W.  Phillips, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 


Meditations 

by  Toyohiko  Kagawa 

HERE  ARE  one  hundred   one  meditations  on  the  many- 
aspects  of  life  today  touched  and  infused  by  vital  religion. 

THE  AUTHOR  is  the  greatest  Japanese  Christian  leader 
of  today  and  of  previous  days. 

The  price  is  $1.25 
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Is  pacifism  the  answer  to  the  threat  of  war? 

A.  J.  Muste  says  that  it  is  and  sets  forth 

individual  conscience,  the  Biblical  prin-  i* 

ciple   of   love   toward   enemies,   and   the  •• 

example  of  Christ  on  the  cross  to  support  '.'. 
his  conclusion. 

In  vigorous  fashion  the  author  of  Not  by  '.'. 

Might  discusses  pacifism  from  the  political,  ; ; 

philosophical,  moral  and  religious  angles.  " 

His  discussion  should  be  of  deep  interest  '* 

to  all  who  love  peace  and  are  working  to  '.'. 

secure  and  maintain  it.  The  price  is  $2.50.  '.'. 


II  NOT  BY  MIGHT 


By  A.  J.  Muste     ; ; 
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Church  News 


Indiana 

Blue  River. — Since  our  last  report,  eight 
persons  have  been  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  Two 
letters  have  been  granted.  The  first  two 
peace  meetings  of  section  six  have  been 
held  at  this  place.  Interest  in  church 
work  is  increasing.  The  women's  work  has 
reorganized  for  next  year  with  Sister 
Helen  Shively  as  president. — Mrs.  Law- 
rence Shively,  Churubusco,  Ind. 

Cedar  Lake.— Bro.  Glen  Weimer  of  South 
Bend  was  with  us  in  a  week  of  services 
recently.  One  Sunday  the  regular  Sunday- 
school  and  church  services  were  dismissed 
and  services  were  conducted  near  the 
lake  at  Camp  Alexander  Mack.  Immedi- 
ately following  the  services,  three  Sunday- 
school  girls  and  three  young  wives  were 
baptized  into  the  church  fellowship.  Five 
young  couples  were  married  this  summer. 
Three  of  the  weddings  were  held  in  the 
church.  The  ladies'  aid  continues  to  do 
relief  sewing.  Ralph  Fry  is  doing  part- 
time  pastoral  work  besides  teaching  in  a 
rural  school.  Bro.  Glenn  Mulligan  is  elder 
for  the  coming  year.  We  hope  to  do  some 
remodeling  on  the  church  building  in  the 
near  future. — Mrs.  R.  D.  Sliger,  Garrett, 
Ind. 

Flora. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  6  and  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  Harlan  Smith,  was 
again  chosen  as  our  elder.  The  unified 
budget  system,  which  was  used  last  year, 
was  adopted  for  use  again  this  year.  The 
women's  society  has  done  canning  and 
sewing  for  relief  and  for  the  welfare  home 
in  Mexico.  Rally  day  was  held  Oct.  1.  In 
the  evening  a  sound  motion  picture, 
Barabbas,  the  Robber,  was  shown  in  our 
church.  Our  revival  meetings  were  held 
Oct.  2-15,  with  Bro.  E.  Paul  Weaver  of  the 
Salamonie  church  preaching.  Bro.  Mariin 
Brightbill  of  Bethany  Seminary  led  us 
in  our  singing  over  the  week  ends  during 
our  revival.  The  interest  and  attendance 
at  our  regular  spiritual  life  meetings  on 
Thursday  evenings  are  growing.  Bro.  Fred 
Myer  and  Sister  W.  Harlan  Smith  were 
our  delegates  to  the  district  conference, 
which  was  held  at  Mexico.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  16  fol- 
lowing the  revival.  Three  persons  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  preceding 
the  communion  services. — Esther  Stine- 
baugh,  Flora,  Ind. 

Iowa 

Salem. — Our  former  pastor.  Earl  Jarboe, 
and  his  wife,  who  had  been  with  us  for 
two  years,  moved  to  Beattie,  Kansas,  to 
take  up  the  work  there.  Our  new  pastor, 
Bro.  Raymond  Risden,  and  his  family  of 
Liberty,  Ind.,  have  moved  here.  We  have 
an  eighty-acre  church  farm,  which  was- 
willed  to  the  church  by  the  late  Mankin 
Wray.  The  men's  group  has  been  doing 
the  farming.  Recently  steps  have  been. 
taken  to  buy  a  cow,  which  will  help 
toward  the  support  of  the  pastor  and 
his  family.  We  had  a  reception  and  food 
shower  for  our  new  pastor.  Family  night 
was  recently  observed.  The  men  did  the 
serving  and,  after  devotions,  they  elected 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  They 
recently  did  some  work  at  the  farm,  such 
as  tearing  down  worn-out  buildings.  The- 
ladies'  aid  met,  did  quilting  and  served 
dinner  for  them.  Two  days  were  spent 
at  it.  Several  boxes  of  clothing  were 
recently  sent  for  relief.  The  women's 
project  for  the  year  will  be  helping  with 
the  nurses'  building  at  Bethany  and! 
making  some  repairs  on  the  parsonage. 
On  Oct.  22  our  business  meeting  was 
held,  at  which  time  Elder  Homer  Caskey 
of  Council  Bluffs  asked  to  be  relieved  of 
the  oversight  of  the  church  and  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Risden,  was  elected.  Sisters  Flor- 
ence Wray  and  Ada  Risden  were  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  held  at 
Ottumwa. — Nora  Colyn,  Lenox,  Iowa,  andt 
Mrs.  Charles  J.  Wray,  Prescott,  Iowa. 


Maryland 

Brownsville. — Bro.  Millard  G.  Wilson  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  held  a  two  weeks'  evan- 
gelistic meeting  in  the  West  Brownsville 
church.  As  a  direct  result,  three  persons 
were  baptized.  The  peace  caravan  spent  a 
week  in  our  congregation  and  presented  a 
series  of  programs  at  all  three  churches. 
The  youth  fellowship  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  Maryland  presented  the  play, 
John  Kline,  a  Brother  in  Reality,  in  our 
church.  A  series  of  three  programs  on 
Brethren  history  was  presented  in  the 
West  Brownsville  church  by  Brethren 
Freeman  Ankrum  of  the  St.  James  Breth- 
ren church,  our  pastor,  N.  L.  Poling,  and 
our  elder,  John  Bowlus.  Elder  Prem- 
chand  Bhagat,  a  native  of  India,  spoke  to 
us  one  evening  and  gave  us  a  glimpse 
of  the  church  in  India.  The  women's 
council  gave  thirty  dollars  to  the  Kassel 
project  in  Germany.  At  a  joint  meeting 
of  all  three  young  people's  groups  a  group 
of  students  from  Storer  College  met  with 
them  and  discussed  the  race  problem  in  an 
interesting  way.  One  of  the  interesting 
projects  of  our  youth  group  has  been 
taking  a  large  package  of  food  to  a  shut-in 
couple  and  having  devotions  with  them. 
The  senior  choir  of  our  church  presented 
a  sacred  music  concert  under  the  direction 
of  our  pastor.  Bro.  John  Bowlus  filled  our 
appointments  while  our  pastor  was  away. 
Our  Sunday  school  has  increased  in 
attendance. — Mrs.  John  Jennings,  Browns- 
ville, Md. 

Manor.— Bro.  Charles  Green  preached 
one  Sunday  at  Manor  and  Bro.  Walter 
Metz  showed  a  picture,  How  the  Church 
Was  Built,  on  stewardship.  The  CBYF  has 
been  busy  adding  cheer  to  the  sick  and 
shut-ins  by  sending  them  cards  and 
flowers.  They  bought  and  presented  a 
Bible  to  one  family.  At  one  of  their 
monthly  socials  they  peeled  and  canned  a 
bushel  of  peaches,  which  they  donated 
to  the  church  for  sale  at  an  auction  to 
raise  money  for  the  church  improvement 
fund.  They  are  using  the  subject.  Ex- 
ploring the  Bible,  at  their  evening  services. 
The  young  women's  class  donated  several 
hundred  pounds  of  clothing  for  relief  and 
paid  the  overseas  transportation  on  the 
same.  They  have  been  attending  city 
market  each  Saturday  with  vegetables, 
flowers  and  baked  goods,  using  the  pro- 
ceeds for  the  building  program.  The 
women's  work  group  was  busy  making 
articles  for  the  church  auction.  The  men 
donated  their  time  collecting  and  as- 
sembling articles  for  the  sale,  which  was 
held  at  the  farm  of  Bro.  Jacob  M.  Thomas 
on  Oct.  7.  Bro.  Emmert  Bowlus  of 
Frederick  donated  his  time  and  services  as 
auctioneer.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of 
the  members,  friends  and  neighbors,  we 
cleared  $1,000  to  add  to  our  building  fund. 
Oct.  9  was  pulpit  exchange  Sunday.  Bro. 
John  Bowlus  of  Pleasant  View  conducted 
services  at  this  place  while  our  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  R.  Reichard,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  Brownsville.  On  Oct.  15  Bro.  Harold 
Green  of  the  Beaver  Creek  congregation 
preached  for  us  at  Downsville.  On  Oct. 
17  we  held  our  fall  business  meeting. 
Sisters  Reba  Long  and  Hazel  Long  were 
elected  as  our  delegates  to  the  district 
conference  at  Welsh  Run.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  19.  We  are  hoping 
to  have  our  new  oil  furnace  installed  and 
in  operation  by  that  time.  The  men  have 
been  quite  busy  excavating  and  re- 
modeling the  basement  of  the  church. 
— Naomi  H.   Coffman,  Hagerstown,   Md. 

Sams  Creek. — Our  church  is  doing  some 
visiting  and  making  plans  to  hold  a 
revival  meeting  Nov.  12-19.  Bro.  Paul  Fike, 
our  pastor,  will  be  the  evangelist  and 
special  music  will  be  presented  each 
evening.  The  ladies*  aid  is  very  busy 
with  their  quilting  and  sewing.  They  are 
planning  to  entertain  the  Edgewood  and 
Beaver  Dam  aid  societies  on  Oct.  25. 
The  church  will  pay  its  annual  visit  to 
the  county  home  on  the  afternoon  of 
Nov.  5  to  present  a  program  and  to  give 
each  member  a  little  treat.  The  young 
people  are  planning  to  hold  a  bake  sale 
on  Oct.  28  to  help  raise  money  to  buy 
new  songbooks  for  the   church.    We   had 


our  rally  day  services  on  Oct.  16  with 
Bro.  Paul  Fike  as  the  morning  speaker 
and  Bro.  Samuel  Harley  as  the  afternoon 
speaker.  There  was  special  music  at  both 
morning  and  afternoon  services.  Dinner 
was  served  to  all  present. — Mrs.  Arthur  P. 
Duvall,  New  Windsor,  Md. 

Welty. — Since  the  resignation  of  our 
former  pastor,  Bro.  I.  J.  Thomas,  our 
pulpit  has  been  filled  by  ministers  from 
neighboring  congregations.  Bro.  John  E. 
Rowland  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  preached  for 
us  for  several  weeks.  He  has  been  retired 
from  pastoral  work  for  several  years, 
spending  must  of  his  time  in  evangelistic 
work.  At  our  fall  business  meeting  on 
Sept.  5  he  was  called  to  become  pastor 
of  the  Welty  church.  He  accepted  the 
call  for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  will 
also  serve  the  church  at  Rouzerville,  Pa. 
He  will  be  installed  as  pastor  of  the  two 
congregations  on  Dec.  5  at  the  Welty 
church.  Bro.  Samuel  Harley  will  be  with 
us  Nov.  1-12  to  conduct  a  series  of  evan- 
gelistic meetings,  closing  with  our  love 
feast  on  Nov.  11. — Esther  V.  McCormick, 
Hagerstown,  Md. 


Ohio 

Black  River. — Since  our  last  report,  the 
remodeling  of  our  church  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  building  dedicated  to  the 
Lord.  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester 
College  delivered  the  dedicatory  address. 
All  the  former  pastors  except  Bro.  A.  L. 
Dodge  were  present.  The  dedicatory  offer- 
ing amounted  to  $3,025.  Three  deacons 
were  elected  and  installed  at  our  recent 
council  meeting.  Brethren  D.  R.  McFadden 
and  A.  H.  Miller  conducted  the  installation 
service.  Bro.  McFadden  was  elected  to 
serve  for  another  year  as  elder.  The 
women  of  the  church  are  meeting  each 
week  to  quilt  and  do  relief  sewing.  Our 
communion  service  was  held  with  our 
evangelist,  Bro.  Clarence  B.  Fike  of  Dixon, 
111.,  presiding.  The  Chatham  Township 
Sunday-school  convention  was  held  in  the 
Black  River  church  on  Sept.  24.  Bro. 
C.  C.  Louder  delivered  the  sermon  in  the 
morning  and  Dr.  Delbert  Flora  of  Ashland 
College  Seminary  delivered  the  address  in 
the  afternoon.  Billy  Rivers  of  Burbank, 
Ohio,  closed  the  convention  with  a  sacred 
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has  been  serving  its  members  for  over  four  years. 
Many  have  been  the  expressions  of  appreciation 
of  the  services  given. 

IT  WORKS  THIS  WAY— 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Gish  Fund  agreement  certain  in- 
come is  to  be  used  for  making  good  books  available  to  min- 
isters of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  reduced  costs.  This 
applies,  of  course,  only  to  those  books  which  a  minister  needs 
for  his  personal  use. 

The  Book  of  the  Month  Club  arrangement  provides  that 
each  month  a  new  book  selected  by  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
and  Home  Mission  Commission  is  offered  to  members  of  the 
club  at  a  special  discount  of  30%,  plus  postage  and  handling. 

In  the  next  to  the  last  issue  of  the  Messenger  each  month 
the  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for  the  following  month 
is  announced  and  a  brief  statement  about  its  author,  content 
and  price  is  given.  If  a  club  member  does  not  wish  to  receive 
that  particular  title  he  notifies  the  Brethren  Publishing  House 
at  once. 

On  the  10th  of  each  month  a  copy  of  the  book  selected 
for  that  month  is  mailed  to  each  member  of  the  club,  and  the 
price  is  charged  to  his  account.  It  is  expected  that  if  a  member 
has  not  given  notice  that  he  does  not  wish  that  book  he  will 
keep  it. 

IF  YOU  ARE  NOT  A  MEMBER— 

You  may  join  the  Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month 
Club  simply  by  writing  to  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  and 
asking  to  be  enrolled.  There  are  no  dues  or  fees.  Why  not 
share  in  the  benefits  offered  by  the  book  club? 
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A  little  book  with  big  value 

The  BRETHREN  STORY  CARAVAN 

by  Mary  Garber 

Because  it  can  be  used  in  so  many 
ways  this  book  of  short  stories 
about  representative  Brethren  peo- 
ple is  valuable  far  out  of  proportion 
to  its  size  or  cost.  Note  some  of  the 
uses  which  can  be  made  of  it: 

1.  A  book  for  a  junior  or  an  inter- 
mediate child  to  read;  young  people 
and  adults  enjoy  it  too. 

2.  A  book  for  reading  in  a  family 
group;  or  it  can  be  a  source  of  in- 
teresting stories  to  tell  to  children. 

3.  A  source  book  of  stories  for 
Sunday-school  or  vacation-school 
teachers  or  worship  leaders. 

4.  A  source  of  illustrations  for  sermons  or  other  addresses 
dealing  with  the  Brethren  way  of  life. 

5.  A  book  to  be  read  by  one  seeking  familiarity  with  the 
history  and  viewpoints  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

6.  A  book  to  place  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  have  recently 
been  received  into  church  membership. 

7.  A  book  to  give  to  Sunday-school  or  vacation-school  pupils 
as  awards  for  faithful  attendance  or  good  work. 

You  will  be  able  to  think  of  still  other  worthy 
uses  for  this  worthy  little  book. 

Price,  $1.25 

BRETHREN     PUBLISHING     HOUSE 
ELGIN,     ILLINOIS 


concert  in  the  evening.  Three  babies  were 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  at  the  morning 
service. — Mrs.  C.  C.  Louder,  Spencer,  Ohio. 
Black  Swamp. —  Several  of  our  young 
people  and  children  attended  Camp  Mack 
this  summer.  Gay  Van  Camp  and  Mary 
Ellen  Baker  served  as  cabin  mothers  one 
week.  On  Sept.  10  we  had  a  farewell 
party  for  Rudolph  Gwizok,  a  German  high 
school  student,  who  has  returned  to  his 
home  in  Germany.  Dale  Johnson  has  been 
elected  chairman  of  our  Sunday  evening 
services  for  the  coming  year.  So  far  this 
year  we  have  had  some  very  interesting 
programs  which  consisted  of  a  play  by 
the  young  people,  a  film,  In  His  Name, 
and  a  talent  program  by  members  of  our 
church.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  the 
evening  of  Sept.  30,  followed  by  an  all-day 
meeting  and  dinner  at  the  church  on  Oct. 
1,  with  Bro.  T.  Wayne  Rieman  of  Man- 
chester College  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Sister  Faye  Moyer,  missionary  on  furlough 
from  Africa,  also  spoke  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing, telling  of  her  experiences  with  the 
African  people.  At  our  regular  council 
meeting  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  of  Tiffin 
has  been  elected  as  our  elder.  Our  church 
has  lost  two  faithful  workers  and  deacons, 
Bro.  Andrew  Korn  and  Bro.  Thomas 
Crago.  Our  district  meeting  was  held  in 
Lima  Oct.  31 — Nov.  2.  Brother  and  Sister 
George  W.  Garner  served  as  our  delegates. 
— Mrs.   Oscar   Garner,   Lemoyne,   Ohio. 
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Canton,  Maple  Avenue. — On  Sept.  24  we 
had  our  installation  and  consecration 
service  for  all  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  and  teachers.  On  Oct.  1  we  had 
our  love  feast  with  our  largest  attend- 
ance. On  Oct.  2  we  had  our  regular  quar- 
terly business  meeting.  Oct.  8  was  rally 
day  and  harvest-home  services  were  held. 
A  Nazarene  minister  came  into  our  church 
by  baptism.  A  pulpit  cloth  was  given  to 
the  church  in  memory  of  an  infant  daugh- 
ter. Florence  Dickerhoof  and  Plezzie 
Meyers  attended  the  regional  conference 
at  North  Manchester.  On  Nov.  24  the 
children  were  entertained  at  a  Halloween 
party.  Our  Bible  study  is  on  the  Book  of 
John  and  for  devotions  we  are  using  the 
booklet,  What  a  Young  Christian  Ought 
to  Know. — Plezzie  Maust  Meyers,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Eden. — Our  church  met  in  regular  coun- 
cil meeting  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Strausbaugh,  presiding;  church  and  Sun- 
day-school officers  were  elected.  Since  our 
pastor,  Bro.  George  H.  Sheets,  left  us  in 
September,  we  have  had  guest  ministers 
to  fill  the  pulpit.  Bro.  Louder  and  his 
wife  have  come  to  be  our  pastors.  Bro. 
Charles  Grubb  of  West  Virginia  was  here 
Sept.  18 — Oct.  1  to  hold  our  revival  meet- 
ing. We  had  a  farewell  for  Brother  and 
Sister  Sheets  and  their  family. — Mrs. 
Thelma  Barkley,  Massillon,  Ohio. 

Greenville. — We  held  our  home  and 
family  night  on  Sept.  24.  The  pictures,  The 
Birthday  Party  and  The  Way  of  Family 
Life,  were  shown.  We  had  our  commun- 
ion service  on  Oct.  1.   Our  council  meeting 


was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  4.  The 
plans  for  an  addition  to  the  church  were 
submitted  by  the  building  and  planning 
committee.  The  finance  committee  has 
been  authorized  to  conduct  a  canvass  of 
all  members  in  the  interest  of  the  build- 
ing fund.  Our  evangelistic  services  will 
begin  Nov.  19  and  continue  for  one  week 
with  Bro.  Murray  L.  Wagner  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  as  the  evangelist.  One  person  was 
received  by  baptism  on  Sept.  9.  We  are 
planning  for  a  100%  Messenger  club. — 
Mrs.  Myron  Eikenberry,  Greenville,  Ohio. 


Brethren  Placement  and 
Relocation  Service  .  . 


This  column  is  conducted  as  a  free 
service  to  our  people.  The  right  to  edit 
and  reject  is  reserved.  Since  no  verifica- 
tion of  ads  is  made,  no  responsibility  can 
be  assumed.  Unless  otherwise  specified 
address  all  correspondence  to  Brethren 
Service,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  484.  For  Sale:  Modern  home.  One 
block  from  Brethren  church  and  college. 
Six  rooms,  nice  shade.  -Possession  Nov. 
15.  For  terms  write:  Tracy  Hardy,  319 
Carrie   St.,   McPherson,   Kansas. 

No.  485.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
with  purebred  Guernsey  cattle  and  gen- 
eral farming,  to  assume  some  responsi- 
bility when  owner  is  away.  Brethren 
community.  Write:  Andrew  J.  Hoff,  Box 
197,  New  Windsor,  Md. 

No.  486.  Wanted:  Single  man  to  work 
on  dairy  farm  and  do  general  farm  work. 
Room,  board  furnished.  Brethren  home 
near  Palmyra  church.  Good  offer  to  right 
man.  Write:  Abram  E.  Risser,  Horseshoe 
Farm,  R.  1,  Annville,  Pa. 

No.  487.  Wanted:  Lady  for  housework 
and  to  help  care  for  invalid  lady  in  Breth- 
ren home  near  Brethren  church.  Good 
permanent  home  and  wages.  Write:  W. 
E.  Roesch,  619  E.  10th  St.,  Hutchinson, 
Kansas. 

No.  488.  Wanted:  Woman  help  for  Breth- 
ren Old  Folks  Home,  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  Live  in.  Write:  O.  J.  Has- 
singer,  Huntsdale,  Pa. 

No.  489.  Wanted:  Middle-aged  single 
man  to  work  on  small  truck  and  poultry 
farm.  Brethren  man  preferred.  Good 
home.  Write:  Brethren  Service  Commis- 
sion, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

No.  490.  Wanted:  Superintendent  and 
matron  for  Girard  Brethren  Home,  to  take 
charge  March  1,  1951.  Write:  Charles  E. 
Gibbel,  118  N.  Third,  Girard,  111. 

No.  491.  For  Sale:  Farm  of  44  acres  near 
Lake  Maxinkuckee,  Ind.  Electricity,  daily 
mail  service,  reasonable.  Write:  W.  Wil-- 
fert,  1117  Sycamore,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

No.  492.  For  Sale:  280-acre  farm,  al- 
most new  8-room  house  in  excellent  con- 
dition, running  water,  2y2  miles  from 
nearest  service  center,  school.  Brethren 
church;  18  miles  from  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
R.E.A.  power  and  telephone.  Good  dairy 
barn  for  17  cows.  Soil  light  and  sandy, 
good  for  crops  and  legumes.  Farm  with- 
out personal  property  $40  per  acre.  Write: 
Donald  G.  Holgopple,  Mondovi,  Wis. 

No.  493.  For  Lease:  Two  veins  of  good 
coal  in  Southern  Indiana  on  good  road. 
Prefer  member  of  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, good  references  required.  Write:  Jen- 
nie Brown,  R.  1,  Shoals,  Ind. 

No.  494.  Wanted:  Boarding  or  private 
home,  preferably  in  Michigan  or  northern 
Indiana  for  a  gentle,  depressed,  elderly 
woman;  competent  to  take  major  care  of 
herself  with  supervision.  Please  state 
weekly  or  monthly  rates.  Write:  Dr.  Ruth 
E.  Lalime,  Bear  Lake,  Mich. 

No.  495.  Anyone  thinking  of  locating  in 
our  city  may  obtain  list  of  Denver's  em- 
ployment agencies  by  writing  to  Galen 
Hostetler,  720  South  Washington,  Denver, 
Colo. 

No.  496.  Wanted:  Retired  Christian  car- 
penter who  would  be  willing  to  teach 
boys  and  supervise  minor  construction, 
also  do  maintenance  work.  Write:  L.  C. 
Jones,  Piney  Woods  Country  Life  School, 
Piney  Woods,  Miss. 


Happy  Corner. — A  father  and  son  fel- 
lowship meeting  was  held  with  Bro.  John 
Long  as  the  speaker.  Bro.  Oliver  Deering 
was  our  evangelist.  Home-coming  day 
was  held  with  dinner  in  the  basement  and 
all-day  services.  Elder  Bhagat  of  India 
was  our  guest  recently.  An  offering  was 
taken  for  one  of  our  new  churches  in 
India.  Officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected.  Ira  Oren  was  re-elected  elder. 
Jesse  Bookwalter  of  Bellefontaine  gave  a 
very  interesting  talk  to  our  youth  on 
Sept.  17.  A  dedication  service  for  officers 
was  conducted  on  Sept.  24  with  Bro.  Earl 
Gorrell  officiating.  Bro.  Lon  Karns  con- 
ducted revivals  in  Kansas  during  the 
month  of  October.  During  the  past  year 
elven  persons  were  baptized  and  four 
received  into  our  church  by  letter. — Mrs. 
Charles  Redman,  Lewisburg,  Ohio. 

Lower  Miami. — We  met  in  our  regular 
council  meeting  on  Sept.  12  with  Elder 
J.  M.  Garst  presiding.  Our  new  pastor, 
Bro.  Arthur  C.  Keim,  was  installed  on 
Sept.  10.  We  have  purchased  a  parsonage 
close  by  the  church.  Dedication  services 
for  the  parsonage  will  be  held  Oct.  29.  We 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  having  a  German 
student,  Rudolf  Stahl,  with  us  for  the 
past  year.  He  is  leaving  on  Oct.  12  to 
return  to  his  home  in  Germany.  A  fare- 
well service  in  his  honor  was  held  on 
Oct.  8  at  the  church.  We  have  secured 
ground  for  a  parking  lot,  which  the  men's 
work  is  grading  and  graveling.  The  ladies' 
aid  is  quilting  and  doing  relief  work.  Our 
revival  meetings  will  be  held  by  our 
pastor,  beginning  Oct.  29  and  closing  with 
our  communion  on  the  evening  of  Nov. 
12.  Several  of  our  young  people  have  been 
attending  the  workshop  at  the  Painter 
Creek  church.  Several  of  them  also  at- 
tended the  Central  Region  youth  confer- 
ence at  Manchester  College  Oct.  13  and 
14. — Wanda  Foust,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Mohican. — Two  weeks  of  revival  meet- 
ings were  held  by  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre. 
We  had  one  convert  and  three  recon- 
secrations.  Another  member  was  received 
by  letter.  Communion  services  were  held 
on  Oct.  15,  with  our  substitute  pastor, 
Bro.  Walter  Keller,  and  our  elder,  W.  H. 
Miley,  presiding,  Our  parsonage  was 
painted  recently.  The  German  high  school 
student,  who  had  been  living  with  the 
Ray  Beegle  family  for  the  past  year,  left 
,  for  his  home  in  September.  On  Oct.  5  the 
village  of  Lattasburg  had  a  monthly 
meeting  at  the  town  hall  and  Bro.  J. 
Herman  Reinke  and  his  family  were  the 
guests.  Several  talks  were  given,  one 
by  the  professor  of  the  local  high  school. 
An  offering  was  taken  and  given  to  our 
guests  and  the  ladies'  aid  presented  Mrs. 
Reinke  with  a  bedspread.  Refreshments 
were  served  by  the  committee.  The 
Reinke  family  moved  from  the  com- 
munity on  Oct.  19  to  the  Maple  Grove 
parsonage. — Mrs.  Bonnie  Lewis,  Polk,  Ohio. 


Pilsburg. — We  purchased  a  house  in  Pits- 
burg  on  Baker  street  for  a  parsonage. 
With  the  trustees  of  the  church  in  charge, 
the  parsonage  was  remedeled  and  re- 
decorated by  the  members.  We  met  in 
council  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Dolar 
Ritchey,  in  charge.  At  this  meeting  the 
church  voted  unanimously  to  call  Bro. 
George  W.  Wright  of  the  Rummel  church 
in  Windber,  Pa.,  to  be  our  pastor.  Bro. 
Wright  and  his  family  arrived  here  in  late 
September  and  assumed  the  pastoral 
duties  on  Oct.  1.  On  Oct.  15  we  held 
an  all-day  meeting  at  the  church.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  Moyne  Landis,  a  member 
of  the  district  ministerial  board,  con- 
ducted installation  services  for  Bro. 
Wright  and  his  wife.  Our  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  have  been  elected 
and  various  committees  organized.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  a  great  year  in  the 
service  of  our  Master.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  on  Nov.  26. — Mrs.  Inez  Bright, 
Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Potsdam. — Our  regular  council  meeting 
was  held  on  Sept.  16,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
S.  A.  Blessing,  presiding  and  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Several  from 
here  attended  the  all-day  services  at  the 
old  folks'  home  in  Greenville.  Several 
men  of  the  church  helped  to  move  the 
pastor,  Bro.  L.  John  Weaver,  to  the 
parsonage.  The  pastor  and  elder  made 
the  annual  visit  to  all  of  the  members.  We 
express  our  sympathy  to  the  Heisey  family 
in  the  death  of  Bro.  Lester  Heisey.  Several 
women  attended  the  district  women's 
camp  at  Camp  Sugar  Grove.  On  Sept.  17 
installation  services  were  held  for  the 
pastor  and  his  wife.  Bro.  Dean  L.  Frantz 
conducted  the  devotions  and  Bro.  Lester 
E.  Fike  delivered  the  message,  The  Pastor 
and  His  Church.  Immediately  following 
the  installation  service,  the  dedication 
service  for  the  parsonage  was  held  at  the 
parsonage.  Installation  services  for  the 
officers  and  teachers  was  held  on  Sept.  24. 
On  Sept.  30  our  fall  love  feast  was  held. 
We  are  happy  to  have  special  numbers  at 
our  church  services.  Our  evangelistic 
meetings  were  held  Oct.  2-15,  with  Bro. 
Howard  Whitacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  as 
the  evangelist.  Seven  persons  were 
baptized  on  Oct.  22.  Members  from  our 
church  and  Brother  and  Sister  Weaver 
attended  the  regional  conference  at  Man- 
chester College.  In  the  afternoon  of  Oct. 
22  our  church  was  in  charge  of  the 
afternoon  services  at  the  old  folks'  home 
in  Greenville. — Mrs.  Velma  Heck,  Laura, 
Ohio. 

White  Collage. — Several  of  our  members 
attended  the  district  meeting  at  Olivet. 
Glen  Bowlby  of  Canton  held  a  week's 
evangelistic  meeting  in  September.  Six 
of  our  members  attended  the  religious 
education  meeting  at  Canton.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  Sept.  26.  Sun- 
day-school officers  were  installed   on   Oct. 


The   Brethren  Ministers'  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  for 
January 

Living  Joyously 

by  Kirby  Page 

A  book  of  daily  devotional  readings  by  a  trusted  author-editor- 
preacher.  Each  day's  devotional  reading  consists  of  a  recommended 
Bible  reading;  an  article  or  a  poem  containing  a  helpful,  practical 
thought;  a  prayer.    Useful  for  private  or  family  devotions. 

Copies  of  Living  Joyously  will  be  mailed 
to  members  of  the  Brethren  Ministers' 
Book  of  the  Month  Club  on  January  10. 

Regular  price,  $1.50.  To  members  of  the  club,  $1.05  plus  postage  and  han- 
dling.   To  other  Brethren  ministers,  $1.20. 


Brethren     Publishing     House 


Elgin,     Illinois 


1.  Paul  Bowman  of  Manchester  College 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  rally  day 
and  home-coming  on  Oct.  8.  Our  pastor, 
H.  P.  Garner,  and  his  wife  attended  the 
regional  conference  at  North  Manchester 
Oct.  16-19.  We  have  planned  to  purchase 
the  new  hymnal  for  our  church. — Mrs. 
Perry  McGee,   White   Cottage,   Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Albright. — We  met  in  our  quarterly 
council  on  Sept.  5  and  elected  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  A.  Emmert  Fred- 
erick was  retained  as  our  elder  for  an- 
other year  and  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  as  min- 
ister for  five  years.  Bro.  Samuel  Helsel, 
Sister  Faye  Ritchey  and  the  undersigned 
represented  the  church  at  the  district 
meeting  held  at  the  Woodbury  church. 
Bro.  Frederick  and  Bro.  Pepple  conducted 
a  two  weeks'  revival,  closing  with  a  love 
feast  on  Oct.  8.  Five  persons  were  bap- 
tized into  the  church  as  the  result  of  the 
meetings  and  eleven  others  were  baptized 
previously.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Eliz- 
abethtown  was  with  us  for  four  Bible 
messages.  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  pre- 
sented a  program  of  music  and  gave  a 
chalk  talk. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury, 
Pa. 

Alleniown. — At  our  fall  council  church 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Teachers  and  officers  were  elected  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Sunday  school.  The  young 
adult  class  of  the  Springville  church 
visited  the  Allentown  church  on  Sept.  24. 
Their  teacher,  Bro.  Ralph  Heisey,  served 
as  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  service. 
Four  young  people  are  attending  college 
and  two  sisters  are  giving  a  year  to 
Brethren  volunteer  service.  Six  women 
were  representatives  of  the  women's 
work  at  the  annual  fall  district  women's 
work  meeting  held  at  the  Hanoverdale 
church  on  Sept.  27.  The  fall  fellowship 
meeting  of  the  men's  work,  held  in  the 
Palmyra  church  on  Oct.  1,  was  attended 
by  three  delegates.  The  pastor  and  choir 
conducted  a  worship  service  at  the  Allen- 
town  state  hospital  on  the  afternoon  of 
Oct.  1.  The  young  people  of  the  Bareville 
church  presented  the  evening  service  on 
Oct.  8.  Delegates  attended  the  eighty- 
eighth  annual  Pennsylvania  Sunday-school 
convention  held  in  Allentown  Oct.  10-12. 
A  high  point  of  this  meeting  was  an 
address  by  Kagawa  at  the  evening  service 
on  Oct.  10.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Oct. 
8,  a  special  emphasis  having  been  given 
previously  to  personal  visitation  to 
encourage  more  faithful  attendance.  Rev. 
Reuben  D.  Bollman  of  the  Calvary 
Moravian  church  of  Allentown  conducted 
the  evening  worship  on  Oct.  15.  Layman 
Sunday  was  observed  on  Oct.  22,  with  Bro. 
Jacob  Wagner  as  the  speaker.  Anniver- 
sary and  home-coming  day  were  observed 
on  Oct.  29  with  a  program  planned  by  the 
women's  work.  At  the  afternoon  service 
the  White  Oak  chorus  presented  a  musical 
program.  Bro.  Robert  Knechel,  pastor  of 
the  Gettysburg  church,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  evening  service.  Brethren 
Paul  Hunsicker  and  G.  R.  Saylor  were 
elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting 
held  at  the  West  Greentree  church  Nov. 
1  and  2. — Mrs.  Guy  R.  Saylor,  Kutztown, 
Pa. 

County  Line. — On  Sept.  15  and  16  the 
fourteenth  district  youth  rally  was  held 
in  the  New  Enterprise  church.  Several  of 
our  young  people  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  El- 
mer Q.  Gleim,  and  his  wife  attended.  Our 
fall  council  meeting  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  19  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Galen 
Blough,  of  Somerset.  Our  pastor  held  a 
two  weeks'  revival,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  nights,  when  we  had  guest  speak- 
ers, Oct.  1-15.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Oct.  15.  The  second  week  of  our 
meeting  Bro.  F.  F.  Beeghley  of  Latrobe 
directed  our  song  service.  We  are  partici- 
pating in  a  teachers'  training  course  now 
being  taught  in  our  valley.  Some  of  our 
members  attended  the  district  meeting  at 
the  Meyersdale  church  Oct.  25  and  26. 
Our  ladies'  aid  is  increasing  in  interest 
and     attendance.     Bro.     Gleim    has    been 


DECEMBER   23,    1950 


31 


MY    NEW   ADDRESS    IS    .    .    . 


Name 


R.   D.   or  St 

P.  O Zone 


State 


Help  us  to  keep  your  Gospel  Messenger  coming  by  reporting  any  change  in  address 
promptly.    Please  do  not  remove  old  address. 


preaching  in  the  Pike  Run  and  Bear  Run 
churches,  which  cannot  support  a  pastor. 
— Olive  M.  Nedrow,  Jones  Mills,  Pa. 

Dunnings  Creek. — A  harvest-home  serv- 
ice was  held  at  all  three  churches.  A  two 
weeks'  revival  at  Holsinger  by  our  pastor 
resulted  in  thirty  new  members  being 
baptized  and  a  large  attendance  at  our 
communion  on  Oct.  1.  The  Holsinger 
church  basement  has  recently  been  re- 
modeled. The  New  Paris  people  are 
planning  to  improve  their  church  base- 
ment. The  women's  work  group  at  the 
various  churches  made  soap  and  sent  it 
for  relief.  The  women  at  New  Paris  have 
prepared  five  comforters  for  overseas  and 
the  Holsinger  women  are  making  two.  Our 
last  council  meeting  was  held  at  Holsinger 
on  Oct.  5,  with  Elder  E.  M.  Detwiler  as 
moderator.  We  voted  to  retain  our  present 
pastor.  On  Oct.  8  the  young  people  held 
a  meeting  and  discussed  the  peace  ideals 
of  the  church. — Mrs.  Robert  Barefoot, 
Alum  Bank,  Pa. 

Elizabeihiown. — On  Sept.  24  we  had 
an  installation  service  for  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Nevin  Zuck,  is  giving  one  day  a  week  to 
the  college,  supervising  the  campus  re- 
ligious program.  Glen  C.  Zug  is  our  as- 
sistant pastor.  On  Oct.  1  eight  children 
were  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  On  Oct.  8 
we  took  a  special  offering  for  the  Jenners- 
ville  church.  At  our  family  night  we 
were  entertained  by  a  home  talent  pro- 
gram. Our  Achievement  Offering  amount- 
ed to  $3,860.70.  The  women's  work 
meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  11,  at  which  time 
the  new  officers  were  installed  and  the 
delegates  to  the  Swatara  Camp  gave  their 
reports.  The  ladies'  aid  recently  sent  600 
pounds  of  clothing  and  soap,  including 
20  towel  kits,  for  relief.  Steven's  Hill, 
an  outpost  church,  is  progressing  nicely 
under  the  leadership  of  their  pastor,  Bro. 
William  Longenecker.  This  group  had  a 
Lord's  acre  project.  They  sponsored  pro- 
grams by  the  East  Petersburg  a  cappella 
chorus,  the  Sanger  male  quartet  and  the 
Sheridan  Jubilee  singers.  Recent  guests 
Included  Luke  Brandt,  Henry  Becker, 
Kenneth  Weaver  and  Walter  Longeneck- 
er. The  church  building  has  been  painted 
and  redecorated.  The  Swatara  Hill 
church  was  remodeled  and  dedicated  on 
Sept.  17.  Their  pastor  is  John  Hershman 
and  his  assistant  is  Daniel  Hoopert.  Some 
of  their  recent  programs  of  music  were 
presented  by  the  Happy  Cousins,  the  Sa- 
lunga  chorus  and  the  Eppley  sisters.  The 
festival  of  music  by  the  district  chorus 
at  the  Hershey  Industrial  School  audito- 
rium was  directed  by  Nelson  Huffman.  Our 
fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  5.— 
Ella  S.  Hiestand,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Greencastle. — On  rally  day,  Oct.  22,  $646 
was   raised    to    meet   the    expense    of   our 
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remodeling  project  The  men's  work  or- 
ganization is  raising  money  from  their 
Lord's  acre  projects.  The  aid  society 
continues  to  receive,  mend  and  pack 
many  pounds  of  relief  goods,  grease,  etc. 
A  planning  commission,  consisting  of  rep- 
resentatives from  the  different  church  or- 
ganizations, have  met  several  times.  Their 
function  is  to  be  alert  to  future  needs  of 
the  church  and  to  recommend  methods  of 
meeting  them.  On  the  evening  of  Nov. 
3  our  church  was  host  at  a  service  in  ob- 
servance of  World  Community  Day, 
sponsored  by  the  women's  council  of  all 
the  churches  of  Greencastle.  They  united 
in  bringing  relief  goods  suitable  for  older 
folks.  At  our  harvest-home  service  the 
Berean  Sunday-school  class  arranged  a 
display  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  includ- 
ing 100  quarts  of  peaches  canned  by  the 
class,  which  was  given  to  the  children's 
and  old  folks'  homes  of  our  district.  Our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Mrs. 
Hykes,  Mrs  Shives  and  Bro.  Kinsey. — 
Mrs.  John  E.  Rowland,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Long  Run. — Since  our  last  report,  our 
young  people  presented  an  evening  pro- 
gram in  the  Mingo  church.  They  also 
presented  an  evening  program  at  the 
Jennersville  church.  At  both  of  these 
services  our  pastor  brought  the  message. 
During  our  revival,  with  Bro.  Abram 
Eshelman  as  evangelist,  nine  persons  were 
converted.  They  were  later  baptized  by 
our  pastor.  On  Sept.  17  Bro.  Frank  Layser 
brought  the  morning  message  at  our 
harvest-home  service.  Our  council  was 
held  on  Sept.  29,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Henry  Bucher,  presiding.  In  the  morning 
of  Oct.  1  our  pastor  preached  his  last 
sermon  for  us.  In  the  afternoon  we  held 
our  rally  with  the  young  people  from  East 
Fairview  in  charge  of  the  program.  The 
offering  amounted  to  $118,  which  will  go 
to  the  building  fund.  Some  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  Camp  Swatara.  We  sent 
two  delegates  to  district  meeting.  On  Oct. 
8  the  young  people  from  Bareville 
presented  a  program.  Bro.  Paul  Winger 
had  charge  of  the  morning  service.  We 
had  dedication  services  for  four  babies 
recently.  On  Oct.  15  Bro.  Henry  Krommes 
of  Maiden  Creek  filled  the  pulpit.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Bucher,  resigned  and  a  fare- 
well party  was  held  in  the  parsonage  for 
him  and  his  wife.  We  will  have  ministers 
coming  in  from  West  Green  Tree  and 
Indian  Creek  to  fill  the  pulpit.  Bro.  Joseph 
Moyer,  Bro.  Howard  Bernhard  and  our 
elder,  Henry  Bucher,  will  serve  us  until 
we  get  a  pastor.  On  Oct.  22  Bro.  Joseph 
Moyer  delivered  the  morning  and  evening 
messages.— Mrs.  Helen  P.  Reber,  Bowmans- 
town,  Pa. 

Maple  Spring. — Our  CBYF  entertained 
the  young  people  from  the  A.M.E.  Zion 
church  of  Johnstown.  The  groups  met 
for  an  evening  of  games,  following  which 
the  young  people  from   the   A.M.E.   Zion 


church  presented  a  worship  service.  This 
service  was  held  at  our  recreation  center. 
The  cornerstone  was  laid  for  the  new  ad- 
dition that  is  being  built  to  our  church. 
Work  on  the  addition  as  well  as  to  the 
interior  of  our  present  auditorium  is 
progressing.  We  were  engaged  in  a  one- 
week  music  revival  with  Bro.  Charles  L. 
Rowland  of  Juniata  College  as  the  direc- 
tor. Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Lemoyne  led 
us  in  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting. 
Four  persons  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  at  the  close  of  the 
meetings.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  John  M.  Geary, 
has  been  preaching  a  series  of  sermons 
on  the  basic  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  As  we  face  the  future  in  these 
challenging  times,  we  solicit  an  interest 
in  the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood. — Mrs. 
John  M.   Geary,   Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Middle  Creek. — We  joined  Rockwood  for 
a  combined  Bible  school.  Bro.  George 
King  of  Mt.  Pleasant  filled  the  pulpit  for 
us  while  our  pastor  conducted  an  evan- 
gelistic meeting  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Mrs. 
Ernest  Statler  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
our  mother  and  daughter  banquet.  Our 
fall  council  was  held  Sept.  23  with  Elder 
W.  F.  Berkebile  presiding.  We  had  a 
good  representation  of  the  entire  congre- 
gation at  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  1. — Mrs. 
Lillian  Bruner,  Rockwood,  Pa. 

Hummel. — Our  pastor,  George  W.  Wright, 
attended  the  Bethany  Seminary  extension 
course  held  at  Elizabethtown  College.  We 
sent  243  pounds  of  clothing  and  80  pounds 
of  fat  to  New  Windsor  recently.  We  have 
purchased  an  organ  for  our  church. 
Chimes  for  the  organ  were  presented  to 
the  church  by  William,  Oscar  and  Dean 
Lehman  in  memory  of  their  parents, 
Samuel  and  Ella  Lehman,  who  served  the 
church  so  faithfully.  Our  pastor  left  to 
take  up  the  pastorate  at  Pitsburg,  Ohio, 
on  Oct.  1,  Brother  and  Sister  Wright  had 
served  the  church  at  Rummel  for  eight 
years.  At  our  last  council  meeting  we 
decided  to  build  a  combined  garage,  ladies' 
aid  room  and  recreation  room.  The  work 
has  been  started  and  we  expect  to  get  it 
done  in  the  near  future.  Oscar  and  Cora 
Lehman  have  been  permanently  installed 
as  deacons.  Ernest  and  Clara  Ott  and 
Cyril  and  Ida  Mary  Smeltzer  have  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Four 
persons  were  baptized  since  our  last  re- 
port. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  24 
with  Bro.  Wright  presiding.  We  also  had 
with  us  our  present  elder,  Bro.  Clayton 
Gehman,  and  Elder  T.  B.  Mickle  and  his 
wife  of  New  Paris,  Pa.  John  and  Lizzie 
Bentz  observed  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  Oct.  3.  This  is  the  fifth 
couple  in  our  church  who  have  been  mar- 
ried more  than  fifty  years.  Our  delegates 
to  district  meeting  are  Nettie  Holsinger, 
Bertha  Lehman,  Leila  Shaffer  and  Frinda 
Varner.  Bro.  George  Dilling  of  Nanty  Glo 
has  been  preaching  for  us  during  the 
month  of  October.  We  have  no  regular 
pastor  as  yet. — Mrs.  Warren  Hoover, 
Windber,  Pa. 

Tire  Hill.— The  work  of  the  church  has 
moved  forward  throughout  the  summer. 
Our  revival  services  began  Sept.  18,  with 
Elder  W.  K.  Kulp  of  Kittanning  as  the 
evangelist,  and  closed  with  our  love  feast 
on  Oct.  1.  We  had  special  singing  at  each 
of  the  services.  Two  mothers  and  five 
children  accepted  Christ  and  were  bap- 
tized. We  met  in  our  church  council  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  12.  We  decided  to 
have  an  amplifier  placed  in  our  church. 
We  also  decided  to  build  more  Sunday- 
school  rooms,  put  in  a  baptistry  and  en- 
large the  main  auditorium,  the  work  to 
begin  by  March  21.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Mey- 
ersdale  Oct.  25  and  26,  were  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Dorsey  E.  Rotruck,  and  his  wife.  A 
young  man,  Grady  Snyder,  volunteered  to 
help  our  pastor  in  the  improving  of  our 
recreation  center.  The  community  was 
so  well  pleased  with  the  work  done  that  a 
donation  was  given  to  him.  He  is  pre- 
paring to  become  a  doctor.  He  offered 
his  services  for  1951  and  the  church  in 
council  decided  to  have  him  back.  Since 
our  revival  a  father  and  mother  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism. — 
Elder  William  H.  Rummel,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
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Before 
Midnight 


1 7  MAY  be  an  old-fashioned  clock  with  Roman  numerals  and  a  noisy  pendulum;  it 
I  may  be  the  treasured  grandfather's  clock  that  stands  in  the  corner;  it  may  be  an 
electric  clock  designed  to  turn  on  the  radio  or  raise  the  temperature;  it  may  be 
London's  Big  Ben  or  the  church  clock  down  the  street.  But  as  the  old  year  passes, 
they  all  have  the  same  message:  it  is  before  midnight.  If  we  may  paraphrase  a 
famous  poet,  we  make  bold  to  say,  "Do  not  ask  for  whom  the  clock  strikes;  it  strikes 
for  you."  The  days  that  slip  out  with  the  old  year  are  definitely  gone,  and  God 
alone    knows    what    the    morrow    will    bring. 

We  Christians  live  now  in  the  shadow  of  bombs  that  can  make  our  cities  desolate. 
We  glance  uneasily  at  the  time  remaining  for  us.  It  is  before  midnight  and  the 
time  is  short.  Yet  we  need  not  despair.  First  century  Christians  lived  constantly  in 
the  face  of  disaster,  but  God  turned  their  despair  to  hope,  their  disaster  into  oppor- 
tunities.   He   can   do   the   same   for    twentieth   century  Christians. 
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Science  and  the  Bible 

The  discoveries  of  the  wonders  of 
the  universe  and  the  study  of  its 
laws  do  confirm  our  belief  in  God 
when  we  study  his  Book,  for  God  is 
the  author  of  both.  True  science 
proves  God's  laws;  it  is  only  the 
finite  mind  of  man  that  has  not  yet 
fully  understood  God's  plan  that 
brings  conflict.  The  Infinite  is  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever. 
He  couldn't  change  and  be  true. 
Science  is  repeatedly  changing  its 
theories,  and  what  was  accepted  a 
few  years  ago  is  discarded  today, 
as  greater  scientific  knowledge  is 
being  revealed  to  man.  When  there 
is  a  conflict  between  the  words  of 
Holy  Writ  and  the  scientific  theory, 
whom  shall  we  believe?  Shall  we 
say  man  has  become  so  highly 
educated  that  he  cannot  be  mis- 
taken? Shall  we  change  our  inter- 
pretation of  the  Bible  to  harmonize 
with  the  beliefs  of  science?  "Let 
God  be  true  though  every  man  be 
false,"  says  Paul  in  Rom.  3: 4. 
Where  there  is  conflict  shall  we 
obey  man  rather  than  God?  What 
right  have  we,  finite  minds,  to 
question  the  Infinite?  Though  there 
be  many  mysterious  things  we  can't 
understand  and  we  would  change 
if  we  could,  what  cannot  be 
fathomed  now,  can  wait  until  we 
get  over  there.  Take  the  Word  of 
God  at  face  value  and  be  safe.  It 
is  a  dangerous  thing  to  question  his 
Word  or  contradict  any  part  of  the 
Bible  (Rev.  22: 18). 

How  can  any  honest  reader  of  the 
Bible  question  the  plain  statements 
about  the  miraculous  birth  of 
Christ,  the  miracles,  the  blood 
atonement  for  our  sins  (Heb.  9:22) 
and  the  glorious  thought  of  his 
second  coming?  If  these  things  are 
not  true  as  given  in  the  Bible,  then 
there  is  no  value  in  the  Bible  or  the 
Christian  religion.  There  is  no  use 
professing  Christianity,  if  the  vital 
part  is  discarded  leaving  only  an 
empty  shell.  When  science  catches 
up  with  the  Word  of  God,  then  and 
only  then  can  we  accept  science  in 
its  entirety.  —  Mrs.  M.  A.  Whisler, 
Lowpoint,  111. 

"Building  for  Worship" 

I  have  read  Building  for  Worship. 
Will  I  they  last,  your  temples  of 
stone?  Let  us  see:  Acts  7:  48  tells 
us,  "The  most  High  dwelleth  not  in 
temples  made  with  hands;  as  saith 
the  prophet,  Heaven  is  my  throne, 
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and  earth  is  my  footstool:  what 
house  will  ye  build  me?  saith  the 
Lord."  In  the  picture  you  copy  the 
very  marks  of  Babylon,  a  large 
cross,  two  long-robed  "reverends"  if 
not  "reverend  fathers"  including 
two  candles.  Jesus  never  told  us 
that  images  of  the  cross  would  give 
anyone  everlasting  life.  Jesus  did 
say,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life." 

If  the  pastors  of  Christendom 
were  men  of  God,  instead  of  making 
long  prayers  and  lording  over  the 
people,  they  would  be  meek  and 
teachable.  Christ  said:  "Whosoever 
will  be  great  among  you,  shall  be 
your  minister."  —  Russell  HolL, 
Louisville,  Ohio. 

Appreciates  Editorial  Policy 

Over  the  years  I  have  observed 
that  many  people  write  only  when 
they  have  things  about  which  they 
do  not  agree  or  do  not  like  and  few 
write  or  tell  people  about  the  things 
with  which  they  agree  and  like.  In 
order  to  live  up  to  my  philosophy  I 
am  writing  to  state  that  I  appreciate 
your  editorial  policy  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger  and  the  comprehensive 
selection  of  materials.  I  have 
always  felt  that  even  a  church 
paper  should  not  attempt  to  satisfy  " 
according  to  certain  beliefs  and 
emphases  a  particular  group  but 
should  represent  the  total  group  as 
near  as  possible.  —  W.  W.  Peters, 
Vienna,  Austria. 

A  Mother's  Prayer 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  this  paper 
for  years  and  enjoy  each  one  of 
them  more  every  day.  I  am  the 
mother  of  a  large  family.  I  am 
praying  that  my  children  will  be 
shining  lights  to  guide  others  to  the 
loving  Savior. — A  Loving  Mother. 

Keep  Records  of  Our  Giving 

As  we  glance  over  the  Gospel 
Messenger  and  total  151  human  fish 
that  have  been  caught  into  the 
fishers-of-men's  nets,  we  notice  very 
little  mention  of  the  practice  of 
Samaritan  neighborly  service  in 
giving  food,  clothing,  chicks,  goats, 
heifers,  etc.  Why  no  mention  of 
that  service  of  a  loving  neighbor? 
Are  we  ashamed  of  it?  Why  can't 
we  record  these  shipment  totals 
once  a  week,  for  instance?  We 
could  print  the  good  shipments  in 
one  list  and  the  total  shipment  of 
steel  and  bombs  in  another,  asking 
people  to  take  their  choice. — T.  C. 
Nininger,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


The  Case 


for  TOTAL  ABSTINENCE 


THE  mood  of  our  times  is  an 
easy-going  tolerance.  We 
know  that  the  alcoholic  con- 
tent beverages  are  loaded  with 
dynamite  for  human  personality, 
but  we  tolerate  the  idea  that 
one  can  "eat  his  cake  and  have 
it,  too."  The  constant  appeals 
declare  that  the  moderate  ("tol- 
erant") use  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages poses  no  difficulty  for 
thoughtful  people.  Some  claims 
boast  that  beverages  of  alcoholic 
content  are  an  assist  to  life  in 
these  times  of  unusual  tension 
and  frustration.  So  widespread 
has  become  the  use  of  "the  con- 
vivial glass"  in  business  and  so- 
cial functions  that  no  segment 


of  the  social  order — even  Breth- 
ren people — is  exempt  from  an 
impact  of  this  easygoing  toler- 
ance toward  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages. 

The  case  for  total  abstinence 
runs  against  the  grain  of  our  lush 
prosperity  and  undisciplined 
personality,  but  a  solid  and  sen- 
sible case  for  total  abstinence 
can  be  made.  This  is  the  case — 
in  swift  seven-league  bootsteps 
— for  total  abstinence.  It  is  based 
upon  three  wide  generalizations 
which  are  applicable  to  all  indi- 
viduals. 

(1)  Any  person  can  become 
an  addictive  drinker.  It  is  true 
that  perhaps  not  more  than  ten 
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Courtesy  Methodist   Board   of   Temperance 


Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr. 
McPherson,  Kansas 

per  cent  of  the  social  drinkers 
do  become  compulsive  drinkers. 
But  there  is  no  clear-cut  series 
of  tests  to  determine  why  the 
ten  per  cent  streak  into  the 
squirrel  cage  of  addiction.  For 
all  intents  and  purposes  the 
ninety  per  cent  are  like  them. 
Those  who  work  with  alcoholics 
are  now  convinced  that  any  in- 
dividual, being  confronted  at  the 
right  time  and  with  the  right  set 
of  circumstances,  can  and  will 
become  a  compulsive  user  of  al- 
coholic content  beverage.  Any 
social  drinker  continues  in  the 
foreknowledge  that  if  he  con- 
tinues drinking  long  enough  he 
will  become  an  addictive  one. 

(2)  It  is  possible  to  develop 
a  functional  need  for  alcohol  in 
the  human  body.  The  physical 
body  shapes  itself  to  its  environ- 
ment. While  many  of  the  de- 
ficiencies which  have  been 
charged  to  the  use  of  alcohol 
have  been  proved  untenable  sci- 
entifically, it  still  remains  true 
that  a  tissue  receptivity  is  de- 
veloped with  the  continued  use 
of  alcohol.  The  drinker  is  licked 
physically  in  any  attempt  to 
cease  the  use  of  alcoholic  content 
beverages,  even  when  personal, 
social  and  spiritual  factors 
which  may  have  aided  the 
onset  of  drinking  have  ceased. 
Thus,  the  social  drinker  is  caught 
in  the  vicious  cycle  in  which 
"the  man  takes  the  drink,  then 
the  drink  takes  the  drink,  and 
then  the  drink  takes  the  man." 
The  social  drinker,  given  enough 
time  and  enough  liquor,  devel- 
ops a  physical  need  for  alcohol 
which   makes   it  impossible  for 
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him  to  lace  reality  without  his 
drinks,  but  not  possible  for  him 
to  adjust  to  life  with  them. 

(3)  Once  a  social  "drinker 
gets  caught  in  the  vicious  cycle 
the  only  solution  worth  a  'hoot' 
is  total  abstinence."  This  is  the 
testimony  of  Alcoholics  Anony- 
mous and  countless  scientists,  in- 
cluding Dr.  Robert  Fleming  of 
Harvard  University,  who  is  the 
author  of  the  above  statement. 
That  this  austere  fact  is  true  has 
baffled  the  scientists  and  those 
who  would  be  willing  to  find 
some  more  tolerant  solution  for 
the  problem  of  the  alcoholic! 

The  Christian,  therefore,  has 
two  good  reasons  for  total  ab- 
stinence; (1)  the  practical  neces- 
sity and  (2)  the  rule  of  integrity. 

First,  the  practical  reason.  If 
the  generalizations  above  are 
valid  then  the  rule  of  prudence 
would  require  total  abstinence 
for  every  thoughtful  person.  Be- 
cause some  people,  perhaps  the 
majority,  are  able  to  resist  the 
tendency  to  compulsive  drinking 
is  no  reason  for  you  to  test  your 
ability  to  thwart  addiction.  The 
advantages  which  accrue  to  the 
nondrinker  are  too  many  to  be 
wagered,  even  on  one-to-ten 
odds!  For  example,  you  want 
good  auto  insurance.  Then  how 
can  you  pass  up  this  policy  is- 
sued by  the  National  Safety 
Council:  "The  driver  who  drinks 
has  fifty-five  times  the  possibili- 
ty of  fatal  accident  as  has  the 
nondrinking  driver!"  In  virtual- 
ly every  other  area  of  this 
lovely,  unpredictable  life  of  ours 
practical  benefits  in  efficiency, 
safety  and  usefulness  are  guar- 
anteed to  the  total  abstainer. 

Recognizing  that  alcoholic 
content  beverages  are  dangerous 
for  men  and  dynamite  for  wom- 
en we  will  adopt  the  practical 
rule  of  keeping  our  hands  and 
lips  off  the  stuff.  Every  sip  of 
it.  We  will  not  toy  with  the 
idea  that  we  can  take  it  or  leave 
it.  We  will  have  none  of  it.  We 
have  said  it  is  dangerous — and 
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a  drop  may  be  as  dangerous  as 
a  bucketful.  The  four  square 
inches  around  our  mouths  will 
be  dry  territory.  That  is  the 
most  important  local  option! 

The  rule  of  prudence  will  not 
be  easy  to  follow.  The  use  of 
liquor  for  social  and  business  fa- 
cility can  be  avoided  only  by  the 
highest  and  rarest  form  of  moral 
courage.  Even  so,  our  refusal 
will  be  gracious  and  without  self- 
righteousness.  Some  time  ago 
I  saw  a  picture  of  Sir  Stafford 
Cripps  refusing  a  cocktail  at  an 
official  dinner.  The  waitress  was 
carrying  out  her  instructions  in 
asking  each  of  the  guests  if  he 
cared  for  a  drink.  Cripps  reared 
up  his  hand  after  the  manner  of 
a  Nazi  salute  in  an  austere  ges- 
ture of  defiance.  You  can  turn 
down  a  drink  without  turning  up 
your  nose,  as  William  Beahm 
suggests.  "Let  your  nay  be  nay" 
as  quietly,  unobtrusively,  but  as 
effectively  as  Jesus'  words  im- 
plied. 


Second,  the  rule  of  integrity. 
It  is  the  Christian  concept  that 
all  of  our  faculties  are  God-given 
and  should  be  God-consecrated, 
We  know  that  even  in  its  small- 
est quantity  liquor  lowers  one's 
ability  to  be  all  a  Christian 
ought  to  be.  Alcoholic  content 
beverage  attacks  life  in  the  in- 
verse manner  of  growth.  Those 
things  which  have  been  learned 
last  are  lost  first  under  the  im- 
pact of  alcoholic  spirits.  The 
smallest  amount  of  liquor  affects 
the  subtle  value  judgments. 
Modest  amounts  of  liquor  affect 
the  most  delicate  integrations. 
Medium  amounts  of  liquor  affect 
the  difficult  co-ordinations. 
Larger  amounts  of  liquor  affect 
the  simpler  motor  activities. 

It  can  readily  be  seen  that 
the  smallest  amounts  of  alcohol 
affect  life  at  the  point  of  con- 
science, the  discernment  be- 
tween right  and  wrong,  the 
appraisal  of  values,  and  blur  that 
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Straws  or  Strategies 

PRACTICING  the  presence  of  God  became  the 
chief  vocation  of  a  lay  brother  in  a  French 
monastery  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
Known  as  Brother  Lawrence,  this  simple,  unedu- 
cated man,  became  a  spiritual  giant  because  he 
endeavored  to  live  constantly  "as  in  the  presence 
of  God."  He  said  once  that  he  was  pleased  when 
he  could  take  up  a  straw  from  the  ground  for 
the  love  of  God. 

There  is  danger  in  dismissing  too  quickly  the 
profound  discoveries  of  this  average  man.  It  will 
seem  to  some  of  our  more  sophisticated  contempo- 
raries that  the  answer  is  too  naive,  too  simple. 
But  we  dare  not  forget  the  Master's  words  that 
only  by  becoming  as  little  children — in  other 
words,  having  a  simple  and  naive  faith — do  we 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

If  we  can  learn  how  to  do  little  things  for  the 
love  of  God — the  aggravating  details  of  daily  life, 
the  routine  duties  of  our  unromantic  jobs — then 
there  is  some  hope  that  the  big  moments  may  be 
used  for  the  same  purpose. 

Whether  our  assigned  task  is  to  pick  up  a 
straw  or  to  plan  a  strategy,  we  can  have  a  single 
purpose  in  doing  it — for  the  love  of  God.  When 
you  do  a  simple  thing  for  a  glorious  purpose,  you 
give  it  new  significance.  When  you  see  the  vast 
possibilities  of  a  big  job,  you  need  more  than  ever 
the  sense  of  direction  which  God's  purposes  can 
give  you. 

Christianity  puts  as  much  emphasis  on  how  you 
do  your  work  as  on  what  you  do.  But  more  im- 
portant than  either  is  the  reason  why.  Brother 
Lawrence  had  a  good  reason — for  the  love  of  God. 

Leaders  and  Followers 

THE  church  has  need  of  leaders  and  followers. 
But  most  of  all  it  needs  members  who  can 
be  both  leaders  and  followers. 

Who  are  the  leaders  in  the  church?  Not  only 
the  pastor  and  elder  and  the  Sunday-school  teach- 
ers, but  also  the  carpenter  who  guides  the  ama- 
teur efforts  of  the  men  who  help  in  the  building 
program,  and  the  accountant  who  helps  to  keep 
the  financial  records  straight.  So  varied  are  the 
necessary  jobs  in  a  growing  church  that  almost 
every  vocational  skill  can  be  used  in  the  service 
of  a  full  program.  Each  member  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  a  leader. 

In  the  church  fellowship  leaders  will  need  also 
to  be  followers.  One  member  will  direct  the  choir, 
but  his  weakest  tenor  will  show  him  how  to  nail 
a  panel  of  plywood.  A  sister  may  be  expert  in 
leading   a   worship   service,   but   in   sewing   and 


Our  nation  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  rebirth 
of  the  simple  life — a  return  to  the  days  when 
God  was  a  part  of  each  household,  when 
families  arose  in  the  morning  with  a  prayer 
on  their  lips,  and  ended  the  day  by  gather- 
ing together  to  place  themselves  in  his  care. 
— J.  Edgar  Hoover 


packing  relief  clothing,  she  will  heed  the  instruc- 
tions of  her  neighbor  who  is  too  timid  to  speak 
in  public.  Ministers  have  been  known  to  need  help 
in  understanding  the  treasurer's  report,  yet  the 
expert  accountant  does  not  fail  to  ask  him  for 
help  in  understanding  the  Bible.  It  is  this  mutual 
giving  and  taking,  leading  and  following,  which 
knits  a  church  into  a  large  family. 

To  visit  a  church  where  members  move  back 
and  forth  easily  between  their  roles  of  leader  and 
follower  is  a  rich  experience.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
readiness  to  serve  without  ambition  to  dominate 
which  should  give  church  work  its  distinctive 
character.  When  that  spirit  is  present,  we  can 
dispense  with  the  familiar  excuses  for  failures 
and  the  petty  criticisms  that  one  hears  in  too  many 
places.  Thank  God  for  the  churches  where  the 
way  we  serve  God  is  just  as  Christian  as  the  im- 
pulse to  worship  him.  Thank  God  for  leaders  and 
followers  who,  whether  they  direct  the  show  or 
take  orders,  do  their  tasks  to  the  glory  of  God. 

Leg  Work 

A  BRIEF  biographical  sketch  in  CROP  News 
tells  of  the  share  Bro.  John  D.  Metzler  has 
had  in  the  developing  program  of  Church 
World  Service  and  of  CROP.  We  note  especially 
the  comment  that  John  did  vital  "leg  work"  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Heifer  Project  Commit- 
tee and  later  did  more  vital  "leg  work"  for  what 
became  the  Christian  Rural  Overseas  Program. 

We  call  attention  to  these  notes  about  an  active 
brother  not  to  praise  him  but  to  point  out  that 
every  good  organization  depends  on  the  men  who 
are  devoted  enough  to  its  cause  to  do  the  "leg 
work"  to  get  it  started  or  keep  it  going.  Some 
churches  are  dying  and  some  good  causes  are  fail- 
ing for  want  of  men  and  women  who  will  ring 
doorbells,  crank  mimeographs,  attend  long  com- 
mittee meetings  and  write  letters — do  the  neces- 
sary "leg  work"  that  gets  a  job  done. 

You  cannot  sit  still  and  heed  the  Master's  com- 
mand to  "go."  Going  means  getting  up  and  using 
your  legs — and  every  other  faculty — for  the  king- 
dom of  God. 
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The  shepherds,  after 
hearing  the  angel's 
message,  went  to  Beth- 
lehem. But  they  did 
not  remain  there;  they 
returned,  "glorifying 
and  praising  God  for 
all  they  had  heard 
and  seen" 


Harold  Z.  Bomberger 

Westminster,  Maryland 
Photo  by  H.  Armstrong  Roberts 


Returning  From  Christmas 


THE  shepherds  went  to  Beth- 
lehem's manger.  And  the 
shepherds  returned.  It  was 
good  for  them  to  have  been 
there.  To  everything  there  is 
&  going.  From  everything  there 
a6  a  returning.  Each  has  its 
►effect. 

A  person  will  go  to  church 
■•and  worship  God  and  return 
.•stronger.  A  student  will  go  to 
■school  and  diligently  study  and 
return  enlightened.  A  lover  will 
go  to  the  marriage  altar  and 
with  the  blessings  of  God  plight 
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his  troth  to  his  beloved  and  re- 
turn with  a  greater  destiny.  A 
man  will  go  to  his  work,  put  in 
an  honest  day,  giving  the  best 
of  his  mind  and  energy,  and 
return  stronger  in  character  and 
satisfied  that  he  has  carried  his 
share  of  the  world's  load. 

Conversely,  a  man  will  go  into 
a  tavern  and  return  less  a  man 
than  when  he  entered.  Likewise 
he  will  entertain  impure  and 
negative  thoughts,  engage  in 
recreation  which  inflames  pas- 
sion or  lowers  inhibitions,  or 
enter  a  business  deal  of  ques- 
tionable ethics.    From  these  he 


returns  a  weaker  man  with 
singed  character  and  stained 
reputation. 

To  everything  there  is  a  going 
and  a  returning  either  for  good 
or  for  ill.  Christmas  is  not  an 
exception.  We  have  all  come  to 
Christmas.  Now  we  return. 
What  shall  our  returning  be 
like?  Are  we  better  or  worse? 
Do  we  return  physically  ex- 
hausted, mentally  harassed, 
financially  impoverished  and 
emotionally  wrecked,  saying 
with  the  sister  who  wrote  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  last  Christ- 
mas, "I'm  Tired  of  Christmas"? 


Or  do  we  return  as  did  the  shep- 
herds, "glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  all  they  had  heard  and 
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seen"? 

Returning  with  a  vision  of  a  better 

world 

As  we  return  from  Christmas 
do  we  return  having  seen  a 
vision,  a  hope,  a  dream  yet  to 
be  fulfilled?  Christmas  should 
help  us  to  see  spiritual  realities 
more  clearly.  It  should  help  us 
to  see  the  world  in  its  true 
light — the  world  in  which  God 
is  the  greatest  reality  and  love 
is  the  mightiest  force. 

God  is  the  greatest  reality. 
Isaiah  tells  of  the  great  crisis 
which  befell  his  country.  The 
king  died.  Yet  with  eyes  that 
saw  more  than  ordinary  men  he 
saw  God.  John  also,  seeing  what 
ordinary  men  missed,  discerned 
that  love  is  the  mightiest  force 
in  the  world.  "God  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave." 

God,  the  greatest  reality,  uses 
love,  the  mightiest  force,  to 
achieve  His  purpose  and  fulfill 
His  dream.  What  is  this  purpose, 
this  dream?  John  stated  "that 
whosoever  believeth  on  him 
shall  not  perish  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."  Jesus  talked  of  it 
in  terms  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  the  abundant  life.  The 
Christmas  angels  described  it  as 
"on  earth  peace  and  goodwill 
among  men." 

Our  lives,  our  homes,  our 
world  can  be  better — much  bet- 
ter! Human  beings  are  of  in- 
finite worth.  They  have  infinite 
possibilities.  The  best  can  be 
brought  out  of  them.  This  is 
our  Father's  world  and  it  can  be 
"very  good"  as  it  was  when  God 
declared  it  so  as  stated  in  the 
Creation  Story  of  Genesis. 

Christmas  sets  before  us  the 
adventure  of  God  to  make 
things  as  they  could  be  through 
the  power  of  Love. 

Returning  with  courage 

As  we  return  from  Christmas 
do  we  return  with  more  daunt- 
less courage?  Have  you  ever 
marveled  at  the  courage  of  God? 


Dear  Counselor, 

Our  shy  child  often  gives  the 
impression  of  being  unfriendly 
toward  others.  How  can  we  help 
him? 

Dear  Friends, 

Your  child  is  not  really  unfriendly 
toward  others;  in  fact  the  opposite 
is  true.  He  greatly  desires  the 
friendship  and  attention  others 
apparently  fail  to  give  him.  This 
impression  of  being  unfriendly  is 
his  method  of  gaining  attention 
(which  he  rightly  needs)  from  you 
and  from  his  playmates. 

Children  tend  to  go  through 
stages  of  shyness,  fear,  anxiety  and 
feelings  of  insecurity.  These  feel- 
ings are  temporary  and  children 
will  outgrow  them  if  handled 
correctly  by  parents  and  teachers. 
If  shyness  tends  to  persist  for  a 
number     of     years,     something     is 


wrong,  and  the  child  should  be  so 
guided  as  to  overcome  the  condition. 

You  can  help  him  by  giving  him 
opportunities  to  be  in  small  groups 
with  whom  he  is  familiar.  Never 
force  him  to  say  or  do  things  for 
others;  it  will  only  heighten  his 
feeling  of  insecurity.  Encourage 
him  in  the  activities  with  which  he 
is  familiar  and  which  he  enjoys. 
This  will  help  him  to  forget  himself 
and  enjoy  the  association  of  others. 
Do  not  refer  to  his  shyness  to  your 
family  or  friends;  a  shy  child  is> 
usually  a  sensitive  child  and  will  be 
aware  of  discussions  about  his 
difficulties. 

In  your  daily  activities  as  a 
family  see  that  your  child  is  happy 
and  secure  in  his  activities  and  play, 
and  I  am  sure  that  as  he  gradually 
forgets  himself  he  will  learn  to 
enjoy  others. 

Your  Counselor. 


The  Family  Counselor  welcomes  letters  of  inquiry.   They  can  be  addressed:  Family  Life 
Department,  General  Brotherhood  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


To  save  the  world  and  achieve 
his  dream,  he  sent  his  Son  into 
the  world.  In  a  day  when  infant 
mortality  was  very  high,  this 
Son  was  born  as  the  Babe  of  a 
Jewish  maiden.  When  birth 
time  came  this  girl  took  a  long 
journey  riding  a  stumbling  don- 
key from  Nazareth  to  Bethle- 
hem. Not  in  a  hospital,  but  in 
a  stable,  without  a  doctor  or  even 
a  nurse,  perhaps  with  no  at- 
tendant except  Mary's  husband, 
was  the  Babe  born.  The  first 
family  trip  they  took  was  a 
flight  from  a  mad  dictator  into 
Egypt.  When  the  Babe  became 
a  man  he  sought  to  save  the 
world  using  the  methods  of  love, 
forgiveness,  reconciliation,  serv- 
ice, sacrifice  and  suffering.  Fi- 
nally, the  earthly  end  of  the 
Babe's  life  was  a  tragic  and 
shameful  death. 

What  adventurous  and  thrill- 
ing courage  God  has!  With  such 
a  Person — using  such  means — he 
dreams  of  bringing  on  "earth 
peace  and  goodwill  to  men." 

Our  generation  is  talking 
much  about  peace.   But  it  lacks 


the  courage  to  launch  out  to 
adventure  with  God  and  develop 
the  conditions  in  our  own  lives 
and  in  our  society  which  make 
for  peace.  We  talk  peace.  We 
long  for  peace.  We  pray  for 
peace.  Yet  many  of  our  activi- 
ties are  not  consistent  with  the 
ways  of  peace  and  we  do  not 
have  the  courage  to  change. 

What  courage  God  has!  By 
preaching  the  gospel  from  the 
pulpit,  in  the  classroom,  in  the 
home,  in  the  business  world,  in 
areas  of  dire  need,  by  word,  by 
deed,  by  repentance,  by  sacrifice, 
by  love  and  by  Christlike  livings 
God  plans  eventually  to  save  the 
world  and  fully  to  establish  his 
kingdom. 

In  the  dark  days  of  the  war 
a  British  plane  made  its  perilous 
flight  to  the  besieged  city  of 
Paris  and  in  letters  of  white 
smoke  wrote  a  thrilling  word 
against  the  sky.  It  was  the 
word  courage.  As  the  light 
clouds  of  smoke  slowly  dis- 
solved,   an    American    observer 
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saw  tears  in  the  eyes  of  the 
French  people.  They  had  a  mes- 
sage of  hope  from  the  skies. 

Christmas  is  a  message  from 
heaven  for  us  which  not  only 
gives  us  a  vision,  but  gives  us 
courage  to  keep  on  working, 
praying,  sacrificing  and  being 
faithful  to  help  God  translate 
the  vision  into  reality. 

Returning  with  Christ  in  our  lives 

As  we  return  from  Christmas 
do  we  return,  above  all  else,  with 
Jesus  Christ  alive  in  our  hearts? 

Though  Christ  a  thousand  times 
In  Bethlehem  be  born, 
If  he's  not  born  in  thee 
Thy  soul  is  still  forlorn. 

If  we  return  from  Christmas 
without  Christ  born  in  our 
hearts  we  haven't  been  to  Christ- 
mas! Yet  how  easily  this  can 
happen!  How  easily  we  can  miss 
Christmas!  How  easy  it  is  to 
regard  Christmas  as  just  another 
holiday  like  the  ad  of  a  beer 
company  in  the  local  paper  last 
Christmas  which  wished  every- 
one "Freehliche  Feierdaage"  — 
Happy  Holiday! 

Christ  did  not  come  to  the 
world  so  that  we  might  have  a 
happy  holiday.  His  mission  was 
to  save  men  and  women;  to 
bring  them  joy,  peace  and  the 
life  abundant.  "Be  not  afraid," 
the  angel  announced,  "for  be- 
hold I  bring  you  good  news  of 
a  great  joy  which  shall  come  to 
all  the  people;  for  to  you  is  born 
this  day  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
Savior,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord." 
To  you  is  born  a  Savior! 

A  young  lad  stood  watching 
Holman  Hunt's  famous  picture 
of  Christ  standing  at  the  door 
and  knocking.  Long  and  ear- 
nestly he  looked.  Finally,  turn- 
ing to  his  dad  who  stood  with 
him,  he  asked,  "Daddy,  did  he 
ever  get  in?" 

What  a  question!  Did  he  ever 
get  in — into  your  heart?  Did  he 
ever  get  in — to  be  your  personal 
Savior  and  Lord  and  Master? 
Did  he  ever  get  in — to  show  you 
the  dream,  the  vision  of  God? 


Is  There  Hope  for  Peace? 


Robert  Gemmer* 


SINCE  my  wife  and  I  re- 
turned from  an  eleven 
months'  trip  ,  around  the 
world,  we  have  discussed  this 
question  before  several  hundred 
audiences.  Everywhere  we  have 
gone  as  "unofficial  ambassadors 
of  goodwill,"  we  have  found  a 
common  yearning  for  peace.  But 
until  the  month  of  October  1950, 
we  have  had  to  admit  that  step 
by  step,  action  by  action,  the 
peoples  of  the  world  were  being 
drawn  closer  to  a  war  that  no 
one  really  wanted. 

"It  isn't  worth  living  if  we 
can't  work  for  peace.  All  young 
people  should  work  for  peace," 
said  a  church  woman  in  War- 
saw, Poland,  to  us  a  year  ago. 
The  people  of  Poland,  Germany 
and  other  war-ravaged  coun- 
tries have  seen  war's  destruc- 
tiveness  descend  upon  their 
homes,  cities  and  lives  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  we  have 
here  in  America.  But  atomic  and 
hydrogen  bombs  will  not  spare 
us  if  war  comes  again. 

Until  this  October  we  have 
been  saying  that  we  had  a  fifty- 
fifty  chance  of  getting  America 
and  Russia  to  change  their  for- 
eign policy  from  paths  rushing 
to  war  to  a  new  way  of  peace. 
Neither  America  nor  Russia 
wanted  war.  But  each  desper- 
ately fear  the  other. 

We  traveled  in  these  forty- 
eight  countries  around  the  world 
on  both  sides  of  three  different 


*  Chairman  of  American  Youth  for  Politi- 
cal Action.  The  article  on  these  pages  is 
based  on  observations  made  during  an 
eleven-month  tour  through  forty-eight 
countries    from    June    1949    to    May    1950. 


areas  of  tension:  behind  both 
the  Communist  and  Fascist  "iron 
curtains,"  in  Israel  and  crossing 
"No  Man's  Land"  in  Jerusalem 
to  the  Arab  side  to  be  in  Beth- 
lehem last  Christmas  Eve,  and 
in  Pakistan  and  India.  Every- 
where we  saw  this  universal 
hunger  for  peace.  But  at  the 
same  time  we  saw  the  tensions 
and  propaganda  of  this  modern 
world.  Each  nation  looks  at  the 
world  through  its  own  glasses. 
For  example,  when  we  were  in 
Israel,  some  of  our  Jewish 
friends  said,  "All  the  Arabs  want 
to  kill  all  the  Jews  and  drive  us 
into  the  sea."  After  we  crossed 
"No  Man's  Land,"  we  heard 
our  Arab  friends  say:  "All 
the  Jews  want  to  kill  all  the 
Arabs  and  drive  us  into  the 
sea."  The  object  of  hate  was 
reversed.  They  didn't  say,  "We 
want  to  kill  them."  On  both 
sides  it  was:  "They  want  to  kill 
us."  We  believe  that  in  all  the 
wars  in  history  the  majority  of 
people  on  both  sides  believed 
that  they  were  fighting  in  self- 
defense.  If  atomic  war  between 
America  and  Russia  comes,  most 
Americans  and  most  Russians 
will  go  to  their  death  believing 
that  they  died  in  a  war  of  self- 
defense.  It  was  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, where  each  side  is  seeking 
to  make  moves  for  its  "defense," 
that  the  Korean  war  broke  out. 
We  both  have  far-flung  bases 
and  when  Russia  learned  from 
our  joint  chief  of  staffs  report 
that  we  did  not  plan  to  defend 
Korea  in  the  event  of  war,  an- 
other base  seemed  available.  The 
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Did  he  ever  get  in — to  give  you 
courage  to  help  fulfill  that  dream 
and  do  the  will  of  God?  Did  he 
ever  get  in — to  live  in  your 
heart  and  give  you  joy? 
To  everything  there  is  a  going 


and  returning.  Christmas  is  no 
exception.  Now  we  return  from 
Christmas.  Have  we  returned 
as  did  the  shepherds,  glorifying 
and  praising  God  for  all  we  have 
heard  and  seen? 


North  Koreans  invaded  with 
Russian  inspiration  and  equip- 
ment, but  without  her  troops. 

Both  America  and  Russia  are 
desperately  afraid  of  each  other. 
Each  piously  proclaimed  its  love 
for  peace,  as  it  madly  rushed  to 
war:  arms  race,  atom  bombs, 
propaganda,  Korea!  Was  there 
nothing  we  could  do  to  stop  this 
before  it  becomes  World  War 
III?  We  can  see  the  Russian 
moves  that  look  aggressive  to  us, 
but  often  we  forget  that  our 
military  loans  to  Greece  and 
Turkey,  our  stockpiling  of  atom- 
ic bombs,  and  the  Atlantic  Pact 
may  appear  aggressive  to  the 
U.S.S.R. 


When  we  were  in  the  Soviet 
sector  of  Berlin  a  year  ago,  we 
saw  a  tremendous  "peace  pa- 
rade" of  the  Soviet  sponsored 
F.D.J.  Thousands  of  German 
youth  participated  in  the  parade. 
Every  banner  or  poster  has  the 
word  Frieden  (peace)  on  it.  We 
saw  literally  hundreds  of  white 
doves  with  olive  branches  in 
their  mouths  painted  on  the 
streets,  sidewalks,  buildings,  etc. 
This  is  a  part  of  the  Soviet 
"peace  offensive."  The  Ameri- 
can government  had  rejected 
Russian  "peace  overtures"  as  be- 
ing insincere.  Senator  Brien  Mc- 
Mahon,  chairman  of  our  joint 
congressional     Atomic     Energy 


The  change 
from  war  prep- 
arations to 
peacemaking  is 
not  so  simple 
as  turning  the 
hourglass  to 
mark  the  transi- 
tion from  one 
year  to  another, 
but  the  new 
year  can  bring 
renewed  efforts 
to  find  peaceful 
solutions  to  the 
problems  that 
face  us 


Harmon 


Committee,  in  the  May  Reader's 
Digest  said:  "Five  times,  since 
the  cold  war  began,  Stalin  has 
stated  to  American  and  British 
interviewers  that  he  was  willing 
to  talk  peace  with  the  'capitalis- 
tic nations.'  Five  times  we  have 
failed  to  put  his  sincerity  to  the 
test."  What  an  indictment  of  a 
nation  with  allegedly  Christian 
principles!  That  we  should  be 
unwilling  to  test  any  nation's 
sincerity  in  its  words  of  peace! 
People,  particularly  in  the  neu- 
tral countries,  hungry  for  peace, 
wondered  why  we  did  not  test 
more  thoroughly  the  sincerity  of 
Russia's  "peace  moves."  And 
Russia  told  the  world  that  she 
wanted  peace,  but  we  were  un- 
willing to  co-operate  for  it. 

We  were  in  Hong  Kong  last 
February  2,  when  Senator  Brien 
McMahon  warned  that  our  path 
was  leading  to  war,  and  called 
for  a  creative  new  approach.  The 
Honk  Kong  papers  headlined  it, 
"Senator  Proposes  50  Billions 
for  Peace."  When  we  arrived  in 
the  Philippines,  the  Manila  pa- 
pers were  still  carrying  head- 
lines about  it  for  it  captured  the 
minds  of  the  peoples  of  the  world 
eager  for  peace.  The  President 
turned  it  down  last  February, 
but  Senator  McMahon  and  a 
number  of  other  Senators  and 
Representatives,  on  June  6,  in- 
troduced an  improved  version  in 
the  form  of  Senate  Concurrent 
Resolution  94.  It  calls  for  a  spe- 
cial session  of  the  United  Na- 
tions General  Assembly  to  work 
out  effective  plans  for  complete 
world  disarmament  (atomic,  con- 
ventional, etc.).  As  an  act  of 
goodwill,  the  United  States 
would  then  give  to  the  United 
Nations  all  sums  which  would 
have  otherwise  been  appropri- 
ated for  arms  in  the  next  five 
years,  to  be  used  for  the  con- 
structive benefit  of  all  countries. 
This  money  used  to  raise  the 
standard  of  living  of  the  people 
of  the  world  would  remove  much 
poverty,  one  of  the  main  causes 
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-of  people  turning  to  any  form 
•of  totalitarianism. 

In  August  Senator  McMahon 
told  my  wife  and  me  that  if 
the  President  had  accepted  this 
suggestion  last  February  there 
would  have  been  no  war  in 
Korea!  The  army  took  advan- 
tage of  the  Korean  crisis  to  at- 
tempt "to  put  over"  universal 
military  training,  before  our 
peacetime  sanity  returns.  In  an 
article  written  at  the  request  of 
the  American  Veteran's  Com- 
mittee in  September  I  said: 
"Whether  we  rely  solely  on  mil- 
itary might  or  seek  to  bring 
about  such  peaceful  alternatives 
as  Senator  McMahon  suggests 
will  depend  upon  the  volume  of 
mail  the  President  and  members 
of  Congress  receive,  requesting 
such  constructive  alternatives  to 
universal  military  training.  We 
should  make  this  suggestion  at 
the  United  Nations  General  As- 
sembly this  fall." 

The  Christian  people,  and  other 
Americans  hungry  for  peace, 
have  been  writing  the  President 
and  the  Senators.  And  as  their 
letters  in  the  past  have  prevent- 
ed such  a  departure  from  Ameri- 
can traditions  as  UMT,  so  the 
letters  this  time  have  brought 
about  this  fundamental  change 
in  our  foreign  policy. 

On  October  24,  United  Nations 
Day,  President  Truman,  in 
speaking  to  the  UN  General  As- 
sembly came  out  substantially 
for  what  Senator  McMahon  and 
others  have  been  proposing.  At 
long  last  we  were  beginning  to 
test  the  Russian  sincerity!  There 
was  new  hope  for  peace!  Pre- 
viously in  October  we  found 
both  America  and  Russia  making 
a  few  moves  in  the  direction  of 
peace.  We  had  assured  the  world 
that  we  really  did  not  have  any 
aggressive  intentions  against  any 
nation.  Russia  had  been  less  vin- 
dictive than  had  been  expected. 
Both  had  at  last  begun  to  realize 
that  they  had  better  wake  up 
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and  stop  the  arms  race  before  it 
was  too  late! 

On  UN  Day  we  began  to  test 
Russian  sincerity.  The  people  of 
the  world  applauded!  But  there 
were  some  in  America  who  could 
think  only  in  military  terms, 
who  opposed  this  policy  in  edi- 
torials and  telegrams;  as  a  result, 
on  the  very  next  day,  Mr.  Tru- 
man, the  politician,  took  a  step 
backwards.  He  made  an  un- 
expected trip  to  the  National 
Guard  meeting  to  ask  their  help 
in  getting  UMT  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. The  two  ideas  are  funda- 
mental changes  in  our  policy, 
but  in  opposite  directions.  They 
are  irreconcilable;  we  cannot 
sincerely  be  working  for  both 
at  the  same  time.  We  believe 
that  the  President  was  sincere 
on  UN  Day  when  he  called  for 
world  disarmament,  but  we  must 
keep  on  calling  and  working  for 
world  disarmament.  Our  repre- 
sentatives in  the  UN  General 
Assembly,  the  Voice  of  America, 
the  President  must  keep  calling 
for  world  disarmament.  And 
they  will  if  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca, people  like  you  who  read 
this  article,  write  and  ask  them 
to  do  so!  But  if  you  fail  to 
write  and  the  military  minds 
keep  on  writing,  we  will  quietly 
forget  that  UN  Day  speech, 
which  could  begin  a  real  effort 
for  peace.  We  can  keep  raising 
the  hope  for  peace  if  we  write. 

Russia  raised  the  hope  for 
peace  when  on  October  28  she 
announced  this  slogan  for  the 
anniversary  of  the  Russian  rev- 
olution: "Long  live  the  friend- 
ship of  the  peoples  of  Britain, 
the  United  States,  and  the  Soviet 
Union  in  their  struggles  for  last- 
ing peace  against  the  warmon- 

NEXT  WEEK— 

What  does  being  stripped  of  all 
of  one's  possessions  do  to  a 
person?  What  happened  to  one 
family  is  told  by  Georg  Stein  in 
The  Simple  Life. 

To  get  an  idea  of  what  the  new 
hymnal  may  do  for  a  congrega- 
tion read  The  Hymnal  in  the  Life 
of  the  Church,  by  Francis  H.  Barr. 


gers!"  When  Russia  begins  to 
tell  her  own  people  that  we  are 
on  the  side  of  peace,  then  she 
is  really  beginning  to  believe  us 
when  we  say  we  want  peace! 
But  both  sides  must  continue  to 
prove  their  sincerity,  and  in 
humility  work  to  realize  their 
commonly  stated  goals  of  peace. 
Last  February  on  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer,  we  were  honored 
by  being  asked  to  be  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer  speaker  to  the 
girls'  junior  and  senior  high 
schools  in  Hiroshima,  Japan. 
Those  girls  coupled  their  prayers 
for  peace  with  letters  for  peace 
that  have  been  heard  around  the 
world.  They  said  in  part:  "We 
do  not  want  others  to  suffer  this 
piteous  tragedy  which  war  has 
brought  to  us.  .  .  .  The  leaders 
of  each  country  say  they  will 
use  weapons  as  a  means  to  peace. 
But  as  long  as  weapons  exist 
we  firmly  believe  that  we  cannot 
hope  for  true  peace.  We  pray 
that  the  large  sums  used  for 
armaments  will  be  turned  to 
render  services  for  the  happiness 
of  mankind.  .  .  ."  The  people  of 
the  world  have  begun  to  imple- 
ment their  plea. 

That  night  after  they  had 
written  the  letters,  Kazuko 
Shimaharaj  president  of  the  stu- 
dent body,  said:  "Today  we  did 
something  that  makes  us  feel 
so  happy  inside,  we  can  hardly 
stand  it,  but  we  have  to  study 
and  go  to  school,  so  won't  you 
...  do  something  for  peace  too?" 
In  a  letter  received  from  Kazuko 
Shimahara  just  recently,  she 
says,  speaking  for  the  girls  in 
Hiroshima:  "We'll  try  our  ut- 
most to  render  our  services  for 
peace.  I  know  we  are  students 
yet  and  can't  do  much  but  I'm 
sure  God  will  hear  our  prayers 
and  help  us  along  with  our 
work."  They  are  still  working 
for  peace. 

"Faith  without  works  is  dead," 
and  no  matter  how  much  we 
believe  in  peace,  if  we  do  not 
work  for  peace,  our  faith  in  it  is 
dead!  Put  feet  to  your  prayers 
for  peace  as  did  those  girls. 


One 
Thing 


Roy  D.  Boaz 

Pastor,  Daleville  Church,  Virginia 
Photo   by   Religious   News    Service 


The  strength  of  our 
desire  "to  live  in  His 
Spirit  and  in  His  pres- 
ence" is  the  measure 
of  our  spiritual  free- 
dom and  service 


ONE  thing  have  I  desired  of 
the  Lord;  that  will  I  seek 
after!"  How  many  of  us 
can  echo  these  words  of  the 
psalmist?  Of  all  the  things  we 
have  desired,  is  there  under- 
neath, and  above,  and  running 
through  all  of  life,  one  com- 
manding desire  to  "dwell  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord" — to  live  in 
his  Spirit  and  in  his  presence? 
Do  we  have  a  controlling  de- 
sire by  which  to  test  lesser 
desires?  Even  though  I  may  de- 
sire a  new  car,  a  better  job,  more 
clothes,  even  though  I  may  desire 
a  new  home  and  freedom  from 
debt,  is  there  an  outstanding  de- 
sire beyond  these  to  dwell  in  the 
life  and  Spirit  of  our  Lord  and  to 
inquire  for  a  fuller  measure  of 
truth  in  his  temple? 


Look  into  all  great  spiritually 
successful  and  happy  lives  and 
you  will  find  this  "one  thing" 
which  surpasses  all  others.  It 
lay  at  the  center  of  Jesus'  life: 
"My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me!" 

That  "one  thing"  controlled 
the  life  of  our  Lord  from  the 
stable  in  Bethlehem  to  the  cross! 
This  one  thing  lay  at  the  center 
of  St.  Paul's  life:  "This  one  thing 
I  do  ...  I  press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus!"  Every 
thought  and  motive  of  Paul's  life 
was  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ!  There  it 
lay  at  the  heart  of  Luther,  that 
he  risked  all  to  escape  from  the 
spiritual  slavery  of  the  decadent 
Catholic  Church  of  his  day.  This 


"one  thing"  has  always  deter- 
mined the  measure  of  spiritual 
freedom  and  service  in  a  life 
which  has  dared  to  make  it  su- 
preme. 

We  are  told  we  are  the  most 
fearful  nation  on  earth  in  spite 
of  our  wealth  and  supposed  se- 
curity! To  provide  continued  se- 
curity, we  are  now  increasing 
our  military  preparations  for 
war.  Much  faith  is  centered  in 
our  stockpile  of  bombs,  by  which 
we  hope  to  have  advantage  over 
the  enemy.  But  we,  who  claim 
to  be  Christians,  know  full  well 
there's  but  one  antidote  to  all  of 
this  falsified  and  feverish  strug- 
gle for  security,  and  that  is  this, 
"one  thing"! 
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Finally  we  find  that  in  these 
confusions  and  fears  of  life,  we 
are  divided.  We  are  divided  in 
methods  and  in  designs  and 
plans  for  the  future.  How  well 
our  Lord  recognized  that  this 
"one  thing"  was  the  only  unify- 
ing factor  in  the  world!  "I,  if 
I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me!"  Let  this  "one  thing" 
resolve  itself  into  an  overmas- 


tering purpose,  and  we  shall  find 
we  are  united  in  purpose,  and 
the  things  which  have  divided  us 
will   then   become   secondary. 

"One  thing  have  I  desired  of 
the  Lord;  that  will  I  seek  after: 
that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my 
life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  and  to  inquire  in  his  tem- 
ple"  (Psa.  27:4). 


Director  of  Evangelism 
to  Begin  Work,  June  1951 


Raymond  R.  Peters 

General  Secretary, 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
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VOR  a  number  of  years  the 
General  Brotherhood  Board 
has  been  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  employment  of  a  direc- 
tor of  evangelism.  The  officers 
of  the  board  have  been  search- 
ing for  a  qualified  person  to  as- 
sume this  responsibility.  They 
are  happy  to  announce  that  Ed- 
ward Krusen  Ziegler  has  ac- 
cepted the  call  of  the  board  and 
will  assume  his  responsibilities 
June  1,  1951.  He  will  be  related 
directly  to  the  Ministry  and 
Home  Mission  Commission  of 
the  board. 

Bro.  Ziegler  is  the  son  of 
Elder  Harry  H.  and  Mary  Huns- 
berger  Ziegler.  He  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  on  January  3, 
1903.  He  was  baptized  June  13, 
1913,  by  his  grandfather,  and 
was  ordained  into  the  ministry, 
November  26,  1921.  The  ordina- 
tion service  was  conducted  by 
I.  W.  Taylor  and  S.  H.  Hertzler. 
Bro.  Ziegler  is  married  to  Ilda 
M.  Bittinger,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Robert  Edward, 
Donald  Mark  and  Ruth  Ann. 

Following  completion  of  his 
grade  school  work  Bro.  Ziegler 
attended  the   academy   at  Eliz- 
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Edward  Ziegler 

abethtown  College,  took  his 
college  work  at  Bridgewater 
College,  receiving  the  A.B.  de- 
gree summa  cum  laude  in  1929. 
His  graduate  work  was  done  at 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Get- 
tysburg Theological  Seminary, 
the  University  of  Chicago  and 
Garrett  Biblical  Seminary.  He 
received  his  B.D.  degree  from 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Feb- 
ruary 1947,  and  the  same  institu- 
tion honored  him  with  the 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  at  its 
commencement  in  1950. 

Bro.  Ziegler  has  an  excellent 
background  for  this  new  position 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  He  has 
served  as  a  pastor,  a  missionary 
and  a  college  teacher.    His  pas- 


torates have  been  held  in  West 
Virginia,  Virginia,  Tennessee 
and  Pennsylvania.  From  1931  to 
1939  he  served  as  a  missionary 
to  India.  On  returning  from  In- 
dia and  after  some  work  at 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  he 
assumed  the  responsibility  of 
the  pastorates  of  the  First  and 
Second  Churches  in  York,  Penn- 
sylvania. For  the  past  four  years 
he  has  been  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Bridgewater,  Virginia.  Be- 
tween his  pastorates  at  York  and 
Bridgewater,  he  served  on  the 
faculty  of  Manchester  College  as 
assistant  professor  of  Bible  and 
religion. 

In  addition  to  the  wide  experi- 
ences listed  above,  Brother  Zie- 
gler has  been  active  as  an  author. 
Among  his  writings  are  A  Book 
of  Worship  for  Village  Churches, 
1939;  Rural  People  at  Worship, 
1943;  Country  Altars,  1942;  and 
Worship  in  the  Christian  Home, 
1943.  For  the  past  three  years  he 
has  been  editor  of  Worship  in 
the  Rural  Church,  a  quarterly 
bulletin  of  worship.  He  has 
made  numerous  contributions  to 
our  own  publications  as  well  as 
to  interdenominational  journals. 

Bro.  Ziegler  has  likewise  been 
active  in  interdenominational  af- 
fairs, having  served  on  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  its  com- 
mission on  worship  and  as  a 
member  of  the  department  on 
evangelism.  He  has  been  active 
in  local  and  state  interdenomina- 
tional work.  He  has  also  car- 
ried heavy  responsibilities  on 
district  boards  in  the  areas  in 
which  he  has  served.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  chairman  of 
the  new  district  board  of  Sec- 
ond Virginia.  He  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  General  Broth- 
erhood Board.  He  served  on  the 
Standing  Committee  twice. 

Bro.  Ziegler  loves  the  church 
and  has  devoted  his  life  to  it. 
Out  of  his  broad  experience  we 
feel  that  he  can  lead  our  church 
into  a  new  understanding  of  its 
evangelistic  mission.  We  urge 
our    pastors    and   other    church 


leaders  to  turn  to  Bro.  Ziegler 
for  guidance  in  developing  a 
program  of  evangelism  suited 
to  our  needs.  Let  us  all  pray- 
that  by  working  together  under 
Bro.  Ziegler's  leadership  we  may 
find  doors  opening  into  new 
fields  of  service  for  our  people. 

Friendship  Is  Essential 

Ada  Scrogum 
Elkins,  West  Virginia 

FOR  the  full  development 
of  our  lives,  we  need  the 
association  of  others.  The 
heart  demands  friendship  just 
as  the  body  demands  food. 
Friendship  in  its  essence  is  spir- 
itual. It  is  the  free,  spontaneous 
outflow  of  the  heart.  It  is  com- 
munion of  soul  with  soul,  fel- 
lowship in  the  deepest  things  of 
life.  It  is  not  a  common  thing 
to  be  picked  up  anywhere.  It 
must  be  sought  for  as  a  hidden 
treasure. 

The  foundation  of  friendship 
is  the  Golden  Rule,  to  do  for  a 
friend  as  we  would  have  him  do 
for  us.  To  make  and  keep  friends 
requires  careful  thought.  The 
secret  is  unselfishness,  service, 
sympathy  and  appreciation.  A 
self -centered  and  jealous  per- 
son cannot  be  a  true  friend,  be- 
cause his  selfishness  is  always  in 
the  way.  It  is  made  up  of 
little  things,  and  often  it  with- 
ers through  sheer  neglect. 
The  result  of  friendship  is 
great  satisfaction  of  heart.  The 
joy  that  comes  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  greatest  and  purest  in  the 
world.  It  is  an  education  in  the 
fine  art  of  living.  It  trains  the 
heart  to  give  itself  in  service. 
To  give  help  to  another  in  time 
of  trouble  is  to  know  the  glory 
of  life.  To  receive  help  is  to 
make  our  own  burdens  lighter. 
Our  friends  see  the  best  that  is 
in  us,  and  by  that  very  fact  call 
forth  the  best  from  us. 

A  person  without  friends  can- 
not be  happy.  Friendship  is  the 
heart  food  of  the  world,  the 
choicest  fruit  of  human  life.  It 
is  a  great  thing  to  have  a  real 
friend.  His  handshake  has  a  grip 


and  meaning  that  goes  to  the 
heart  and  is  never  forgotten.  A 
friendship  will  grow  and  ripen 
through  the  years,  although  we 
hardly  know  how  it  begins.  We 
just  accept  it  as  a  part  of  our 
lives,  and  are  happy.  We  can 
well  be  thankful  for  the  benefits 
of  friendship. 

You  and  the  Doctor's  Bill 

Merle  S.  Heinz 

Windber,  Pennsylvania 

ONE  day  the  Nazarene  met 
ten  men  who  were  lepers 
.  .  .  and  they  lifted  up  their 
voices  and  said,  "Jesus,  Master, 
have  mercy  on  us  .  .  ."  and  the 
Great  Physician  did  have  mercy 
and  did  heal  them. 

And  the  ten  lepers,  cured  and 
feeling  "right"  with  the  world, 
said  these  things  to  each  other 
as  they  walked  away:  "Now  that 
the  Lord  has  healed  us,  per- 
haps we  should  go  back  and  be 
thankful  to  him.  We  don't  have 
much  to  offer  him  except  our 
worship,  but  we  can  offer  him 
that." 

But  another  said,  "Come  on, 
let's  be  on  our  way.  That's  what 
he's  here  for,  isn't  it?  Sure,  he 
has  healed  us  but  he  just  would 
not  expect  thanks." 

Still  another  said,  "I  must 
hurry  and  be  about  my  busi- 
ness and  do  some  things  which 
need  to  be  done  now.  He  knows 
I'm  grateful.  ...  I  won't  forget 
him  and  first  thing  tomorrow 
I'll  send  him  a  little  gift  of  ap- 
preciation." 

"That's  right,"  echoed  the 
fisher  of  fish,  "there  will  be  a 
lot  of  days  in  which  to  thank 
him  for  his  goodness  unto  us, 
but  today  the  fish  are  biting; 
come  along,  I  go  afishing." 

(Right  about  here,  let's  all 
fill  in  the  good  excuses  we  hear, 
have  heard,  and  shall  hear  for 
not  going  to  church  and  being 
thankful  unto  the  Lord,  .  .  .  in- 
cluding of  course,  your  very  own 
special  excuse.) 

.  .  .  but  one  of  the  lepers  when 
he  was  healed,  turned  back  and 


glorified  God.  And  Jesus  said, 
"Were  there  not  ten  cleansed? 
But  where  are  the  nine?" 

Are  there  not  many  brethren 
in  our  local  churches  who  were 
cleansed  of  sin  and  made  whole 
and  given  eternal  life?  But 
where  are  the  many?  There  are 
none  found  save  a  few  who  re- 
turn to  give  glory  to  God. 

What!  Will  you  too  have  your 
salvation  and  not  be  grateful? 

And  while  pushing  this  "train 
down  the  track,"  let's  add  this 
thought:  one  could  almost  "bet" 
everyone  of  those  ten  lepers 
stayed  as  far  away  from  leprosy 
as  he  could.  One  experience  was 
enough  to  do  them  a  lifetime. 

What  about  us  then,  not  lep- 
ers perhaps,  but  cured  of  sin 
through  the  Christ?  Do  we  stay 
away  from  sin  and  sinning  as 
far  as  we  can?  Or  do  we  become 
"carriers,"  contaminated  our- 
selves and  infecting  others?  Let 
us  get  a  spiritual  checkup  this 
year  as  well  as  a  physical  check- 
up. Go  to  church!  No  fee! 

The  Case  for  Total 
Abstinence 

Continued  from  page  4 

obscure  but  important  line 
which  runs  between  the  good 
and  the  best  in  life.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  Christian  to  make 
life  as  fine  as  it  can  be  and  to 
strive  to  make  it  as  wonderful 
as  it  ought  to  be.  The  case  for 
total  abstinence  has  its  appeal  to 
the  Christian  in  that  subtle  and 
almost  indefinable  area  of  the 
things  which  turn  life  from  the 
better  to  the  best.  Life  cannot 
be  all  it  ought  to  be  without  a 
total  abstaining  from  the  use  of 
alcoholic  content  beverages. 

Therefore,  the  Christian,  mind- 
ful of  the  gift  of  God  in  his 
physical  life,  in  his  personality 
and  in  his  spiritual  destiny,  is 
enjoined  to  total  abstinence  not 
only  because  of  its  practical  val- 
ue but  because  of  the  integrity 
of  life. 


DECEMBER   30,    1950 
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Brethren  Service 


Edited  by  Lorell  Weiss 


IS  IT  WORTH  IT? 

A  Look  at  Our  Puerto  Rico  Academy 


THROUGH  the  wall  of  the  class- 
room comes  Mel  Christy's  voice, 
"If  AB  is  equal  to  CD,  and  angle 
1  equals  angle  2,"  as  he  explains  a 
geometry  problem  to  the  junior 
class  of  the  academy.  Faintly  from 
the  other  building  comes  the  sound 
of  Spanish  —  the  sophomore  class 
under  Ignacio  Rivera. 

In  my  classroom  all  is  quiet 
except  for  the  sound  of  pencils  on 
paper,  occasional  squeaks  of  chairs 
or  throat  clearing.  A  unit  test  in 
chemistry  is  being  taken,  and  I  have 
little  to  do  except  answer  infrequent 
questions,  give  some  slight  super- 
vision and  think  about  these 
students  and  what  we  are  trying 
to  do. 

Back  in  the  corner  is  Fernando — 
blond,  pleasant,  apparently  de- 
ferred by  the  draft  to  finish  school. 
Two  of  his  sisters  and  one  of  his 
brothers  are  also  in  the  academy. 
The  family  is  more  prosperous  than 
many,  owning  a  bakery  way  up  in 
the  hills  and  a  farm  of  some  fifty 
acres.  The  Romeros  have  about  an 
hour's  walk  to  school,  and  it  takes 
longer  when  the  mud  is  bad. 

Near  Fernando  is  Israel,  dark, 
volatile,     handsome     as     a     Latin- 


John  D.  Metzler,  Jr. 

Castafier,  Puerto  Rico 

American  movie  star.  He  works  in 
the  hospital  lab  to  support  himself 
and  help  support  his  family.  His 
father  is  unable  to  work.  Israel 
would  like  to  go  on  to  college, 
but  whence  comes  the  help?  (Time 
out  to  close  the  windows  and  turn 
on  the  lights.  The  afternoon  rain 
has  started.)  Certainly  not  from 
his  home.  His  brother,  who  is  also 
in  the  academy,  would  like  to  go 
further,  too.  Both  are  promising 
students. 

Right  in  front  of  me  is  Luz,  now 
dressed  in  black.  Two  weeks  ago 
she  and  her  brother  were  called  out 
of  class  and  told  that  their  father 
was  dead.  He  had  fallen  and  hit  his 
head  and  died  very  soon  after.  It 
seems  strange  to  see  her  in  black — 
she  likes  bright  colors.  To  pay  her 
school  expenses,  Luz  is  helping 
clean  the  school.  In  addition,  she 
must  do  most  of  the  housework  at 
home. 

But  there  are  other  classes  in 
school.  There  is  Ana  Margarita 
receiving  a  scholarship  from  the 
University     of     Puerto     Rico.      So 


effervescent  that  at  times  she  is  a. 
discipline  problem,  a  lover  of  life, 
she  can  be  certain  of  at  least  part 
of  her  college  expenses  if  she  keeps 
her  grades  up.  Rosita,  likewise  a 
top  student  with  an  amazing 
memory,  comes  from  a  quite  poor 
family.  She  didn't  know  where  her 
tuition  money  would  come  from, 
until  this  week  I  received  a  letter 
ordering  some  sewing  which  she 
can  do. 

A  contrast  to  these  two  is  Mag- 
dalena  —  thirtyish,  a  mother  and 
housewife,  active  in  clubs  (this 
week  she  is  a  delegate  to  a  club 
federation  meeting  in  Mississippi) 
and  demonstration  work,  a  commu- 
nity leader,  a  marvelous  cook.  Her 
problem  is  not  money  but  lack  of 
time  for  study.  But  she  had  never 
had  a  chance  to  finish  high  school 
until  the  academy  started. 

Several  in  the  eleventh  grade  do 
not  live  at  home  because  their 
homes  are  too  far  from  school  to 
walk  every  day. 

Who  in  general  are  the  students 
of  the  academy?  Where  do  they 
come   from?     Do    they   need   help? 

Almost  all  have  lived  all  of  their 
lives  here  in  the  hills.  Most  come 
from  fairly  large  families,  living  in 
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small  houses.  The  average  size  of 
family  among  our  students  in  8.3 
persons.  The  average  size  of  house 
is  5.8  rooms.  The  average  family 
income  is  less  than  $90  per  month. 
This  means  an  average  of  about 
1.3  persons  per  room  and  an  average 
monthly  income  of  less  than  $12  per 
person.  Most  of  the  families  have 
a  monthly  income  of  less  than  $60 
with  the  least  being  under  $20. 
Over  half  of  the  families  have  nine 
or  more  members. 

Obviously,  by  our  standards,  al- 
most all  need  financial  help.  Very 
few  would  be  in  high  school  if  we 
did  not  have  a  school  here.  It  is 
cheaper  to  pay  the  monthly  tuition 
of  $3  than  to  pay  the  cost  of 
transportation  to  any  of  the  avail- 
able high  schools.  Surprisingly, 
most  of  the  students  are  paying 
without  receiving  scholarship  help 
from  the  school. 

Most  of  the  students  come  from 
the  general  area  of  Castaner,  having 
attended  the  local  public  school. 
But  a  number  do  come  from  more 
distant  schools.  Some  have  an  hour, 
an  hour  and  a  half  or  more  to  walk, 
often  over  mountain  trails.  After 
heavy  rains,  and  heavy  rains  are 
frequent  now,  these  trails  become 
almost    impassable. 

The  teachers  at  times  become 
rather  discouraged  about  school. 
Educational  standards  in  Puerto 
Rico  are  much  lower  than  in  the 
States.  Most  of  the  students  have 
studied  only  "readin',  writin',  and 
'rithmetic"  before  they  come  to  the 
academy,  and  they  do  not  seem 
firmly  grounded  even  in  these.  Most 
do  not  know  how  to  study  and  have 
been  taught  more  memorizing  than 
thinking. 

We  try  to  have  a  more  or  less 
"States-like"  emphasis  on  thinking 
and  less  memorizing,  and  on  doing 


Clippings  Welcome 

NOW  and  then  someone  sends  us 
a  clipping  from  a  local  news- 
paper telling  of  an  item  of 
interest  to  Brethren  Service.  For 
instance,  many  local  papers  have 
run  stories  on  the  German  high 
school  students  who  came  to  live  in 
their  communities.  The  papers  are 
usually  glad  to  publish  articles 
about  clothing  drives  or  other  relief 
projects  undertaken  by  local 
churches.  Some  papers  give  space 
to  "letters  to  the  editor,"  and  our 
ministers  or  laymen  are  sometimes 
moved  to  write  about  the  inter- 
national situation. 

In  any  such  case  we  will  be  happy 
to  receive  a  copy  of  the  clipping. 
Sometimes  it  may  be  of  sufficient 
interest  to  take  note  of  it  on  these 
pages.  More  often  we  will  just  read 
it  and  file  it,  but  we  are  very 
grateful  just  the  same.  These 
clippings  tell  us  what  is  going  on 
out  in  our  various  communities  and 
how  the  Brethren  Service  program 
is  being  received. 


BVS'ers  Become 
"Stimulators" 

YOUTH  Stimulators"  is  the  name 
of  a  new  project  for  Brethren 
Service  Volunteers.  The  "stim- 
ulators" will  travel  in  teams  or  as 
individuals  among  local  churches  to 
encourage  their  youth  groups  to 
greater  achievements. 

The  project  somewhat  resembles 
the  peace  caravans  of  previous 
years.  In  this  case  the  main  goal 
is  improved  youth  activities  in  the 
local  church. 

The  "stimulators"  will  work  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  Youth  Fellowship 
through  its  national,  regional  and 
district  organizations.  The  plan  is 
for  a  team  to  spend  from  a  day  to 
a  week  or  more  with  a  given  local 
CBYF  group  to  counsel  on  pro- 
grams, methods,  organization,  fi- 
nances,   projects,   etc. 

Western  Pennsylvania,  Southern 
Illinois,  and  Iowa  will  be  the  scenes 
of  the  first  efforts  under  this  plan. 


higher  quality  work.  Naturally  less 
is  achieved  than  the  teachers  desire. 
The  weakness  of  the  students' 
English  and  the  weakness  of  our 
Spanish  only  make  the  difficulty 
more  obvious. 

When  we  look  at  the  progress  the 
students  are  making,  however,  the 
interest  they  show  part  of  the  time, 
and  their  greatly  improved  study 
habits,  we  can  see  that  the  school 
is  producing  results. 

But  is  it  worth  the  effort  to  have 
a  high  school  here?  It  is  not  easy 
for  the  students  to  pay  the  tuition 
or  to  get  to  school.  It  is  not  easy  for 
the  teachers  to  try  to   teach  these 


students  from  a  different  back- 
ground and  language.  Apparently 
it  is  not  easy  for  the  church  in  the 
States  to  give  the  money  needed  to 
pay  the  difference  between  expenses 
and  the  income  from  tuition.  Is  it 
really  worth  the  effort? 

The  answer  for  you  depends  on 
whether  you  believe  a  high  school 
education  for  young  people,  who 
would  otherwise  have  none,  is 
worth  it — whether  you  believe  the 
Christian  teaching  we  give  which 
they  would  otherwise  not  get, 
is  worth  it.  The  students  believe  it  is 
worth  it.  We  teachers  believe  it 
is.   All  of  us  hope  you  believe  it  is. 


Left:    Majority  of  academy  students  taken  during  study  period.    Right:    Spanish  eleven       DECFMRFR    10     19.SH 

lab     class  ' 
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KINGDOM    GLEANINGS 


From  W.  A.  Visser  't  Hooft,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  comes  the 
suggestion  that  all  churches  should  pray  to- 
gether in  these  days  of  crisis  the  following 
prayer: 

Almighly  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  we 
beseech  thee,  guide  the  nations  of  the  world 
into  the  way  of  justice  and  truth,  and  establish 
among  them  that  peace  which  is  the  fruit  of 
righteousness.    Amen. 


Ivan  and  Mary  Eikenberry  of  Garkida,  Africa,  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Terrol  Stephen,  who  was  born  on 
Nov.  30,  1950. 

Hollidaysburg  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  a  week-end 
music  institute  Jan.  6-7,  under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
Alvin  Brightbill. 

J.  E.  Keller  of  812  S.  Humphrey  Ave.,  Oak  Park, 
ILL,  is  eager  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  History  of  the 
Southern  District  of  Ohio.  Will  anyone  having  a  copy 
kindly  contact  him  stating  its  condition  and  the  price? 

The  members  of  the  family  of  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  all  join 
in  thanking  their  many  friends  for  the  expressions  of 
appreciation  of  his  life  and  work,  and  of  sympathy  and 
encouragement  for  them  as  they  mourn  his  recent 
passing. 

Toyohiko  Kagawa  believes  that  world-wide  com- 
munism is  committing  suicide  by  prolonging  the  struggle 
in  North  Korea  through  intervention  of  the  Chinese 
armies.  In  a  prepared  statement,  Dr.  Kagawa  predicted 
that  if  China  became  involved  in  a  war  with  the  United 
Nations  as  the  result  of  "Russian  pressure,"  her  entire 
economy  would  be  ruined. 

Huntingdon  church.  Pa.,  observed  on  Dec.  10  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  its  founding  as  a  church 
and  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  present  building, 
the  well-known  Stone  church.  In  1875  services  were 
first  held  in  the  Pilgrim  building  in  Huntingdon.  It 
was  in  this  building  that  H.  B.  Brumbaugh  and  J.  B. 
Brumbaugh  published  the  Pilgrim,  a  forerunner  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  In  the  same  building  Juniata  Col- 
lege was  started  a  few  months  later  in  April  1876. 

A  revised  edition  of  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand's  scholarly 
work,  Gospel  Records  of  the  Message  and  Mission  of 
Jesus  Christ,  is  now  available.  This  is  a  harmony  of  the 
Gospels,  using  the  text  of  the  Revised  Standard  Version 
of  the  New  Testament.  The  new  edition  is  printed  on 
a  larger  page  size  than  the  first  edition  and  contains 
several  new  features  which  will  make  it  even  more 
useful  to  Bible  students  and  for  devotional  reading. 
Since  the  book  was  first  published  in  1947,  it  has  been 
quite  well  received,  not  only  among  Brethren  but 
by  many  Bible  scholars  and  teachers.  Copies  of  the 
book  may  be  ordered  from  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  at  $3.00  a  copy. 
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GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


Paul  Myers  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  in  the  Lena 
church,  111.,  on  Dec.  3,  1950. 

The  credit  line  for  the  picture  on  bottom  of  page 
ten  of  last  week's  issue  was  inadvertently  omitted.  The 
Harold  M.  Lambert  studio  supplied  the  picture. 

The  Ira  Petre  family  left  New  York  on  Nov.  8,  on  the 
S.  S.  Queen  Elizabeth  to  London  and  flew  from  there 
to  Kano,  arriving  on  Dec.  8,  1950,  in  Africa.  Their  arrival 
was  delayed  somewhat  due  to  the  children  having  the 
mumps  in  England.  Their  new  address  is  Chibuk,  Via 
Jos,  Garkida  and  Damaturu,  Nigeria,  British  West  Africa. 

Because  of  the  effects  of  the  heavy  storm  following 
Thanksgiving,  the  church  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  was 
not  completed  in  time  to  have  the  dedication  on  Dec.  10 
as  previously  announced.  The  date  has  been  changed  to 
Jan.  14,  when  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  will  deliver  the 
morning  message  and  the  dedicatory  address  in  the 
afternoon.  Bro.  C.  N.  Ellis  will  bring  the  evening 
message.  All  former  members  and  friends  of  the  New 
Enterprise  church  are  invited  to  attend. 

Withdrawal  of  the  threat  to  use  the  atomic  bomb 
was  asked  of  President  Truman  by  the  national  council 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  religious  pacifist 
organization.  The  telegram  to  the  President  said,  "Use 
by  the  United  States  of  the  atomic  bomb  under  any 
circumstances  would  be  contrary  to  the  will  of  God, 
would  further  undermine  America's  moral  leadership, 
and  would  add  immeasurably  to  the  war's  frightful- 
ness."  Mr.  Truman  also  was  urged  to  "resist  the  spread 
of  war  by  putting  America's  major  emphasis  on  a 
supreme  effort  to  win  peace  by  nonviolent  methods  of 
conciliation." 

A  "growing  interest"  in  the  development  of  racially 
inclusive  churches  was  noted  by  Dr.  Channing  Tobias 
of  New  York,  director  of  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund.  The 
Congregational  Christian  Churches'  study,  according  to 
Dr.  Tobias,  indicated  that  388  churches  with  predomi- 
nantly white  congregations  include  persons  of  nonwhite 
minorities.  A  similar  analysis  by  the  American  Baptist 
Convention  indicates  that  679  churches  with  predomi- 
nantly white  congregations  record  Japanese,  Negroes 
and  Chinese  as  members.  He  also  pointed  out  that  "an 
increasing  number  of  church-related  colleges  and 
hospitals  are  reporting  the  adoption  of  policies  which 
aim  to  serve  persons  regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color." 

The  first  issue  of  The  Protestant  World,  national 
interdenominational  newspaper,  was  to  be  in  the  mails 
before  Christmas.  The  Protestant  Publishing  Corpora- 
tion said  the  newspaper  is  beginning  as  a  monthly  "for 
technical  reasons  having  to  do  with  the  organization 
on  a  nation-wide  scale."  However,  the  paper  will  be 
converted  permanently  into  a  weekly  probably  early 
in  1951.  The  new  periodical  is  described  as  a  "compre- 
hensive newspaper  devoted  to  the  collection  and  dis- 
semination of  religious  and  secular  news,  with  special 
reference  to  the  activities  and  interests  of  Protestants 
and  other  free  church  groups."  Dr.  Robert  W.  Searle, 
former  director  of  community  relations  for  the  Protes- 
tant Council  of  New  York,  is  editor.  James  E.  Craig, 
former  editor  of  the  editorial  page  of  the  New  York 
Sun,  is  managing  editor. 


Theme:    Deepening  and  Sharing   the  Christian   Life 


Word  has  been  received  that  Sister  Rosa  B.  Swihart 
passed  away  at  her  home,  near  Roann,  Ind.,  on  Dec. 
8,  1950.  She  was  the  widow  of  George  E.  Swihart,  who 
had  served  in  the  ministry  of  the  church  in  Middle 
Indiana  for  more  than  forty  years.  A  fuller  account  of 
her  life  will  appear  later. 

Mcpherson  College 

God — Let's  Find  Him.  That  was  the  theme  of  the 
Brethren  Student  Christian  Movement  Conference  at 
Bridgewater  College,  Nov.  23:25.  Twenty-nine  students 
and  faculty  from  McPherson  College  attended  this 
meeting.  Seven  students  from  La  Verne  College  traveled 
with  the  group  on  the  chartered  bus.  The  conference 
was  an  inspirational  time  of  discussion  and  meditation. 
Outstanding  church  leaders  and  exceptional  students 
co-operated  to  make  the  conference  one  of  personal 
significance.  Gerald  Neher  of  McPherson  College  was 
elected  president  of  B.S.C.M.  for  the  coming  year.  The 
B.S.C.M.  conference  will  be  held  at  McPherson  College 
next  year. 

Snow,  ice  and  floods!  This  was  the  report  that 
greeted  the  McPherson  and  La  Verne  group  as  they 
made  preparations  to  leave  the  Bridgewater  conference. 
The  entire  Eastern  portion  of  the  country  was  caught 
in  the  storm  which  immobilized  many  great  cities.  The 
bus  left  Bridgewater  and  went  north  to  try  to  find  a 
way  across  the  mountains.  At  Winchester,  Va.,  the 
report  was  "floods  to  the  north,  ice  to  the  south,  and 
snow  and  ice  to  the  west."  Because  of  this  weather 
information  the  group  went  into  Washington,  D.  C.  A 
call  to  DeWitt  Miller  of  the  Washington  church  brought 
a  ready  invitation  to  eat  at  the  church  and  worship 
with  the  local  congregation  that  Sunday  evening.  Hop- 
ing to  get  an  early  morning  start,  the  invitation  to 
stay  in  Brethren  homes  for  the  night  was  declined. 
Blankets  were  provided  by  the  church  people  and  the 
night  was  spent  sleeping  on  the  floor.  A  short  news 
item  about  the  stranded  students  got  into  a  Washington 
newspaper,  where  it  was  read  by  Senator  Darby  of 
Kansas.  He  called  the  church  the  next  day  to  make 
contact  with  the  group  and  from  that  time  until  they 
left  Washington  he  was  their  extremely  thoughtful  and 
genial  host.  Highway  conditions  held  the  group  in 
Washington  all  day  Monday,  so  Senator  Darby  enter- 
tained the  entire  delegation  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Capitol. 
Senator  Schoeppel,  Congressman  Rees  and  Congressman 
George  also  attended  the  luncheon;  after  the  meal  these 
four  Kansas  statesmen  gave  the  students  plenty  of  time 
to  ask  questions.  Specially  conducted  tours  were  ar- 
ranged through  the  Mellon  Art  Institute;  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  was  in  session;  the  Library  of  Congress; 
and  the  Museum  of  Natural  Science.  That  evening  the 
senator  entertained  the  group  at  a  dinner  meeting  and 
then  provided  hotel  accommodations  for  the  night.  Early 
the  next  morning  the  delegation  left  Washington  to 
make  the  eventful  trip  through  the  snow-blanketed  area 
and  on  to  Kansas.  The  entire  experience  is  summed 
up  by  one  of  the  persons  making  the  trip,  "It  was  the 
biggest  $50  worth  of  education  I  ever  hope  to  get." 

Rabbi  Morton  C.  Fierman  of  Oklahoma  City  was  a 
recent  visitor  to  the  campus.  He  spoke  during  the 
chapel  hour,  to  several  classes  and  in  small  discussion 
groups.  Rabbi  Fierman  was  a  guest  lecturer  in  the 
interest  of  better  understanding  of  the  Jewish  religion. 
His  trip  was  sponsored  by  the  Jewish  Chautauqua 
Society. 


Dr.  Theodore  Jackman  recently  spent  a  day  on  the 
campus.  Dr.  Jackman  is  executive  director  of  the 
Palestine  Research  Institute.  As  a  Gentile,  a  minister 
and  a  student  of  the  Holy  Land  who  has  lived  in 
Palestine  during  eight  of  the  last  seventeen  years,  he 
was  well  equipped  to  bring  information  about  the 
intrigues  of  the  Western  powers  in  their  dealings  in 
the  East.  In  the  evening  he  showed  colored  movies 
of  Palestine  and  the  Near  East. 

The  McPherson  debate  teams,  coached  by  Roy 
McAuley,  have  represented  the  college  at  three  inter- 
collegiate tournaments  this  year.  During  these  tourna- 
ments the  teams  acquitted  themselves  well. 

The  premier  performance  in  this  area  of  Camil  Van 
Hulse's  Christmas  Oratorio  was  presented  Dec.  10  by  a 
120-voice  choir  under  the  direction  of  Donald  Frederick. 
For  this  outstanding  musical  presentation  the  combined 
talents  of  five  choirs  were  used;  the  McPherson  church 
choir,  the  McPherson  College  a  cappella  choir,  the 
college  chapel  choir,  the  college  church  choir,  and  the 
McPherson  church  children's  choir. 

The  Student  Court  gets  under  way.  One  of  the  new 
and  very  promising  growth  experiences  on  the  Mc- 
Pherson campus  is  the  new  student  court.  In  this,  its 
first  year  of  operation,  the  court  has  shown  it  is  able 
to  handle  problems  of  student  government  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  Christian  goals  of  the  institution. 

Gains  ior  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Fruita  church,  Colo. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sunfield  church,  Mich. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Rockwood  church,  Pa. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Fostoria  church,  Ohio. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church.  Pa. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Phoenix  church,  Ariz. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bachelor  Run  church,  Ind. 

Two  received  by  letter  in  the  Lena  church,  m 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Seven  received  by  letter  in  the  Fernald  church,  Iowa. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Salisbury 
church,  Pa. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Windber 
church,  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Woodbury 
church,  Pa. 

Twelve  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt.  Bethel 
church,  Va. 

Six  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the  Staunton 
church,  Va. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Briery  Branch 
church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  and  thirty-one  reconsecrated  in  the  Flower  Hill 
church,  Md. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Plymouth 
church,  Ind. 

Seven  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Lake  Ridge 
church,  N.  Y. 

Five  baptized  and  one  rebaptized  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
church,  Calif 

Twenty-five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Beav- 
er Creek  church,  Va. 

Five  baptized,  two  awaiting  the  rite  and  one  reconsecrated  in 
the  Blissville  church,  Ind. 

Three  awaiting  the  rite  of  baptism  and  three  received  by  letter 
in  the  Denver  church,  Colo. 

Seven  received  by  baptism  and  former  baptism  in  the  Colum- 
bus Co-operative  church,  Ohio. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  31 

Lesson  material  is  based  upon  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons,  the  International  Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, 
copyrighted  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
and  used  by  its  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Growing  Through  Fellowship  with 
Christ.— John  15:1-10;  Gal.  2:20;  Phil.  3:8-16.  Memory  Selection: 
One  thing  I  do,  forgetting  what  lies  behind  and  straining  forward 
to  what  lies  ahead,  I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize  of 
the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.   Phil.  3: 13-14  (R.S.V.). 

CBYF  Topic  for  December,  Tremendous   Trifles. 
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The  Local  Church 


Edited  by  Frances  Clemens 
IDEAS— PLANS— METHODS 


First  six  stimulators  arrive  in 
Elgin,  Nov.  16.  for  a  week's  training 
under  the  guidance  of  the  National 
Youth  office.  Don  Snider  is  greeting 
them.  The  entire  group  journeyed  to 
Elgin  together  in  the  car  which  has 
been  loaned  Tom  Shoemaker  by  a 
consecrated  Johnstown,  Pa.,  layman 
and  will  be  used  by  Tom  during  his 
ten  months'  work  in  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

ONE — two — three  adds  up  to  six. 
And  in  these  three  groupings 
are  the  first  youth  stimulators 
at  work  in  the  Brotherhood.  One — 
Tom  Shoemaker — is  working  among 
the  CBYF's  in  the  Western  District 
of  Pennsylvania.  Two  —  Don  Rich- 
ards and  Jo  Johns — are  at  work  in 
Western  Region,  covering  one  dis- 
trict after  another.  Three  —  Dick 
Swihart,  Kitty  Nazelrod  and  Jean 
Eby  —  are  working  in  Southern 
Illinois. 

All  of  these  young  persons  were 
part  of  B.V.S.  unit  number  nine 
which  trained  at  New  Windsor 
during  September  and  October  of 
1950.  While  other  members  of  the 
unit  scattered  to  Minnesota,  Cali- 
fornia and  Kentucky  for  special 
service,  these  six  youth  were 
selected  to  do  youth  field  work. 
They  spent  a  week  at  Elgin  getting 
ideas  on  programs,  projects,  organi- 
zation, co-operative  youth  work 
literature,  finance  and  the  total 
church   program. 

Youth  stimulators  is  a  new  name 
but  it  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  stems 
from  two  previous  projects  —  peace 
caravans  and  youth  fieldworkers. 
The  peace  caravans  operated  in  our 
churches  in  various  regions  of  the 
Brotherhood  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  The  pattern  was  to  go  to  a 
church  for  one  week  to  discuss  with 
all  ages  the  Christian  pacifist 
position.  Naturally,  there  was  a 
strong  contribution  to  the  youth 
groups,  since  the  caravans  were 
composed  of  youth. 

For  the  past  ten  years,  on  and  off, 
youth  fieldworkers  have  been  serv- 
ing on  a  volunteer  basis.  Benton 
Rhoades  gave  a  summer  in  the 
Central  Region  when  he  was  a 
National  Youth  Cabinet  officer. 
Flora  Harsh  Weaver  gave  a  full 
year  in  the  Southeastern  Region, 
going    from    church    to    church    to 
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YOUTH  STIMULATORS 


Don  Snider 

Youth  Director 


stimulate  local  youth  groups.  Ruth 
Ludwig  did  the  same  several  years 
later.  Gordon  Shull  gave  a  summer 
in  a  special  project  in  Michigan. 
Vernard  Eller  gave  a  year  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  Region  and  Bill 
Gordon  gave  last  summer  in  his 
home  district  of  Northern  Indiana. 
Stanley  Bittinger  worked  all  sum- 
mer in  1949,  helping  youth  in 
several  regions,  both  in  summer 
camps  and  youth  rallies. 

At  the  National  Youth  Council 
meeting  in  Chicago  in  June  1950 
the  present  youth  stimulator  pro- 
gram, connected  to  Brethren  Volun- 
teer Service,  was  approved.  Districts 
pledged  themselves  to  support 
workers  for  more  than  a  hundred 
weeks.  The  main  concern  of  the 
stimulators  is  to  encourage  local 
Brethren  Youth  Fellowships  to 
greater  commitment  and  achieve- 
ment. Peace  will  be  a  natural 
concern  but  likewise  spiritual  fel- 
lowship cells  will  be  introduced. 
Action  projects  will  be  presented 
and    there    also    will    be    guidance 


offered  for  a  better  study  program. 
Giving  for  the  church  program  will 
be  emphasized  but  stewardship 
education  and  more  efficient  plans 
for  raising  money  will  be  discussed. 
Brethren  ideals  will  be  exalted  but 
there  will  be  interpretation  of  the 
United  Christian  Youth  Movement 
and  the  necessity  of  Brethren  taking 
leadership  in  co-operative  youth 
action. 

A  local  church  secures  stimulators 
through  their  district  youth  cabinet. 
District  youth  cabinets  make  re- 
quests for  a  stimulator  or  a  team  of 
stimulators  by  contacting  the 
National  youth  office.  Districts  are 
responsible  for  the  scheduling  of  the 
workers,  plus  board  and  lodging  and 
travel.  The  stimulators  are  on  a 
subsistence  financial  basis  similar  to 
that  of  all  other  B.V.S.'ers.  They 
receive  $7.50  a  month  for  incidental 
personal  needs. 

Formerly,  the  peace  caravans 
followed  the  one-week-at-a-church 
pattern  and  the  youth  fieldworkers 
one-night-at-a-church    pattern    with 


\ 


an  occasional  area  rally.  Both  plans 
had  definite  weaknesses.  Modifica- 
tions are  therefore  being  worked 
out  in  the  scheduling  of  stimulators. 
More  time  is  needed  in  a  local 
church  than  can  be  had  through 
only  one  night  contacts.  Therefore, 
stimulators  will  be  spending  several 
days  in  one  church,  help  them 
analyze  their  situation,  and  then 
outline  an  expanded  program.  Then 
they  will  move  to  another  youth 
group  for  a  similar  start.  After 
working  several  churches,  they  will 
return  to  the  first  church  visited  for 
several  days'  follow-up  to  see  how 
plans  are  developing.  Then  another 
contact  later  will  be  made. 

Another  plan  of  operation  is  for 
three  stimulators  to  work  six 
churches  simultaneously  for  a  peri- 
od of  weeks.  These  churches  should 
be  close  together  so  that  travel 
distances  are  not  a  handicap.  One 
night  they  could  meet  with  one 
cabinet,  another  night  another  cab- 
inet. After  meeting  with  each 
cabinet,  they  could  call  all  the  local 
presidents  together  for  a  night 
meeting  to  discuss  common  prob- 
lems. Next  night  they  could  call  all 
program  chairmen  of  the  six 
churches  together  for  a  planning 
session.  Another  night  the  finance 
chairmen  or  the  recreational  leaders 
could  meet  jointly.  The  adult 
advisers  or  Sunday-school  teachers 
could  also  help  one  another  by 
sharing    problems    and    approaches. 

Stimulators  are  more  eager  to 
awaken    the    potential    power    of   a 


local  group  than  to  bring  the 
youth  an  entertaining  or  inspiring 
program.  They  are  interested  in 
motivation  as  well  as  practical 
plans.  Stimulators  are  especially 
interested  in  helping  the  key  youth 
leaders  in  a  local  church  more  than 
arousing  the  entire  membership. 
They  have  an  abundance  of  litera- 
ture to  share  and  suggest,  but  they 
are  most  interested  in  how  it  is  used. 

This  program  has  great  possibili- 
ties for  strengthening  youth  work 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  One 
of  our  greatest  needs  is  stronger 
local  units.  We  have  a  growing 
camp  program.  We  have  hundreds 
of  special  service  projects.  We  have 
a  highly  organized  district  and 
regional  and  Brotherhood  strategy. 
But  too  often  the  local  CBYF  has 
not  shifted  out  of  low  gear.  Meeting 
once  a  week  for  Sunday  school, 
giving  a  quarter  a  week,  and 
attending  a  monthly  social  is  not 
enough  religious  expression  for  a 
growing  Christian  youth.  That  is 
being  satisfied  with  three-cylinder 
performance  from  a  V-8  engine. 
Stimulators  will  be  effective  if  they 
do  no  more  than  offer  the  opportu- 
nity for  a  CBYF  to  sit  down  and 
frankly  take  stock  of  its  situation: 
membership,  vitality,  leadership 
effectiveness,  responsibility  to  the 
community,  to  church  and  to  God. 

Stimulators  as  well  as  other 
church  leaders  are  extremely  con- 
cerned that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Youth  Fellowship  rise  to 
its  full  stature  in  Christ. 


Youth  Week  1951 


Theme:    "Christ  Calls  .  .  .  Serve  in 

Faith!" 
Date:    Sunday,   Jan.   28,  to  Sunday, 

Feb.  4 

Whether  rural  or  urban,  Brethren 
youth  would  do  well  to  co-operate 
with  other  Christian  youth  in  city 
or  county  in  the  observance  of 
Youth  Week. 

This  week  is  sponsored  by  the 
United  Christian  Youth  Movement. 
You  are  a  part  of  the  U.C.Y.M. 
automatically,  if  you  belong  to  the 
CBYF.  You  carry  out  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  the  U.C.Y.M.  whenever 
you  join  with  other  Christian  youth 
of  other  denominations  in  worship, 
study,  recreation  or  action. 

Many  communities  have  organ- 
ized U.C.Y.M.  councils  to  promote 
interdenominational  youth  activi- 
ties. These  usually  observe  Youth 
Week  in  a  big  way.   But  even  those 


who  are  not  highly  organized  can 
join  together  to  observe  this  week. 
Excellent  ideas  and  resource  mate- 
rials are  available  from  your 
national  youth  office  to  carry  out 
plans.    Here  they  are: 

A  Youth  Week  Manual,  giving 
plans,  projects,  and  complete  sug- 
gestions for  an  effective  observance. 
15c. 

A  promotional  flier  for  general 
distribution.  3c  each  or  $2.00  per 
100. 

Ideas  Unlimited,*  a  radio  play  for 
youth  production  to  be  given  over 
your  local  radio  station. 

Christ  Calls,  denominational  day 
worship  service  for  use  in  your  local 
church.    3c  each,  $1.65  per  hundred. 

Serve  in  Faith!  Interdenomina- 
tional day  worship  service  especial- 
ly prepared  for  a  service  on  church 
unity.    3c  each,  $1.65  per  100. 

Parshad     Scholarship     descriptive 


folder.  Free.  Parshad  awards  are 
college  scholarships  for  Christian 
youth  who  are  outstanding  lead- 
ers in  community,  church  and 
school.  Runners-up  get  scholarships 
to  U.C.Y.M.  interdenominational 
camps. 

Complete     Youth     Week     Packet, 
including  all  of  the  above,  25c. 


•Good  for  use  by  local  youth  fellowship 
for  recreation  or  program. 

A  Million  Youth 

THIS  year  Youth  Week  observ- 
ance   is    more    important    than 
any  year  yet.   This  is  because  it 
will  prepare  for  the  "Call  to  United 
Christian    Action"   to   be   issued  in 
Youth  Week  1952. 

You  will  hear  about  this  all 
through  1951.  The  Call  will  attempt 
to  enlist  at  least  a  million  young 
people  and  their  adult  leaders  in  a 
common  expression  of  dedication 
and  action.  Christian  youth,  in  a 
spirit  of  personal  commitment,  will 
respond  to  the  Call  by  becoming  one 
of  a  million  who  will  give  at  least 
one  dollar  each,  and  by  participating 
in  projects  for  united  Christian 
youth  action  in  the  local  community, 
the  nation  and  the  world.  This  Call 
will  be  directed  to  all  young  people 
in  the  local  church,  to  the  many 
young  people  in  the  community  who 
should  be  reached  by  the  church, 
and  to  all  who  have  a  sincere 
concern  for  the  church's  ministry  to 
youth. 

These  things  the  Call  proposes  to 
do,  uniting  the  Christian  youth  of 
our  churches  in  one  great  thrust 
into  a  new  half-century.  There  will 
be  projects  of  evangelism  and 
projects  of  service.  There  will  be 
world  Christian  citizenship  consul- 
tations to  provide  understanding 
necessary  to  peace  and  world  order. 
There  will  be  national  radio  and 
television  programs  interpreting  the 
Call.  There  will  be  emphasis  on 
international  exchange  of  leaders, 
more  work  campers  to  Europe  and 
various  parts  of  the  United  States. 
There  will  be  a  strengthening  of  the 
entire  work  of  the  U.C.Y.M.  in  local 
communities  and  area  organiza- 
tions. In  a  sense  the  Call  will  be 
Brethren  Volunteer  Service  written 
large  for  all  youth.  Caravan  teams 
will  be  organized  and  enlist  forty 
youth  for  half  a  year  to  promote  the 
call.  Brethren  youth  will  be  called 
upon  to  help  make  this  great 
outreach  of  the  youth  arm  of 
the  church  an  unprecedented 
movement. 
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Our  Mission  Work 


The  Church  Abroad 
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Experiences  That 
Fill  Our  Days 


H.  Stover  Kulp 

Garkida,   Northern   Nigeria,    W.    Africa 


A  Mohammedan  building  in  Katsina,  the  seat  of  Islam 
learning 


WE  HAD  an  inspiring  morning 
service  at  the  church  at  the 
Garkida  leprosarium  World 
Communion  Sunday.  There  were 
over  600  in  attendance.  After  the 
service,  assisted  by  Bro.  Clarence 
Heckman,  we  administered  baptism 
to  thirty-one  people.  At  least  eight 
different  tribes  were  represented. 
Some  were  strong  young  men  on 
whom,  because  treatment  had  been 
started  early,  there  were  no  visible 
effects  of  the  disease.  Some  were 
nearly  blinded  by  the  disease  and 
others  were  crippled  and  deformed. 
But  the  joy  on  their  faces  as  they 
came  from  the  baptismal  pool  gave 
witness  of  the  power  of  Christ  to 
heal  sin-sick  souls.  At  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  we  had  love  feast 
at  the  Garkida  village  church  where 
160  communed.  At  seven  o'clock 
I  assisted  Bro.  Bassey  Minso  in 
conducting  the  communion  service 
at  the  leper  colony.  There  210 
communed.  The  experiences  of  such 
a  day  in  rich  Christian  fellowship 
are  immensely  rewarding  and  give 
to  your  missionary  a  deep  and 
abiding  joy. 
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The  village  of  Gashala  is  located 
in  the  bush  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  Lassa.  On  our  visit  there  last 
February  we  were  met  by  about  150 
of  the  Christian  and  non-Christian 
community. 

What  a  story  is  Gashala's!  The 
leader  of  the  Christian  (?)  communi- 
ty is  named  Audu.  After  being 
discharged  from  the  army  he  was 
offered  a  minor  government  post. 
He  decided  to  return  home  and  farm 
and  to  help  his  own  community.  On 
the  way  he  stopped  and  visited 
relatives  at  Dzonggola,  where  we 
have  an  outstation.  He  attended 
the  services  and  saw  what  Christ 
was  doing  for  that  community.  He 
decided  that  here  was  something 
which  he  wanted  for  his  own 
village.  He  had  never  made  a 
profession  of  Christianity.  He  was 
literate.  He  got  a  Hausa  Bible, 
which  he  could  read  after  a  fashion. 
He  began  gathering  people  together. 
An  abandoned  compound  was  fixed 
up  to  provide  a  meeting  place  for 
about  150  people.  Regular  services 
were  held.  One  of  the  missionaries 
from  Lassa  and  several  African 
evangelists  made  a  few  visits. 
Occasionally     the     evangelist    from 


Dzonggola  walked  the  forty  miles 
round  trip  for  week-end  services. 
Audu,  in  behalf  of  his  village,  has 
been  asking  for  a  teacher.  When  he 
learned  that  I  would  be  visiting 
Lassa,  he  came  to  see  me  there  and 
to   urge   that   I  visit   their  village. 

What  a  contrast  the  Christian(?) 
group  made  to  the  rest  of  the 
village!  It  was  the  threshing  time. 
There  had  been  a  bumper  crop.  The 
customary  way  for  threshing  to  be 
done  is  by  "parties"  or  "bees."  The 
owner  brews  great  quantities  of 
beer.  Older  men  sit  about  all  day 
drinking.  The  younger  men,  who 
do  the  work,  drink  more  and  more 
as  the  day  goes  on.  The  day  ends  in 
drunkenness.  At  night  there  is 
dancing,  drinking  and  immorality. 
Before  Audu  had  asked  for  a 
teacher  he  personally  asked  how 
many  people  of  the  village  would 
be  interested  in  Christian  teaching. 
He  had  tried  to  explain  what 
Christian  living  meant.  About  150 
responded.  They  did  not  take  the 
step  lightly.  They  knew  it  meant 
sobriety  and  monogamy.  They  were 
ridiculed  and  called  the  people  of 
"no  beer  and  no  women  (poly- 
gamy)."  One  hamlet  head  was  tied 


up  for  a  while  because  he  joined  the 
group.  We  found  the  group  sober, 
happy,  clean  and  eager  for  Christian 
teaching.  They  were  building  a 
substantial  building  for  school  and 
services.  They  had  already  erected 
walls  of  three  huts  for  a  teacher's 
compound. 

You  will  note  that  I  have  been 
putting  a  question  mark  (?)  after 
the  word  Christian  in  several  places 
in  referring  to  the  group  at  Gashala. 
This  is  because  at  that  time  in  no 
formal  way  had  any  Christian 
church  or  representative  of  the 
church  received  from  this  group  a 
confession  of  Christ.  Yet  could  any 
one  in*  the  light  of  the  witness  they 
had  given  deny  to  this  group  the 
name  Christian  (Acts  10:  47).  Audu 
has  since  made  a  public  confession 
at  the  Dzonggola  church. 

But  with  a  burning  heart  I  had  to 
tell  them  that  there  was  no  teacher 
available  to  send  them  at  that  time. 
Nine  months  have  gone  by  and  still 
no  teacher  has  been  sent. 


In  the  spring  of  1947  the  home 
church  sent  a  deputation  consisting 
of  Brethren  Wm.  Beahm  and  Leland 
Brubaker    to    our    mission    here    in 


Baptism     at     sunrise     on     Easter 

morning;    H.    Stover   Kulp    is  the 

officiating  minister 


Nigeria.  With  them  and  our  African 
Christian  leaders  we  worked  out  a 
five-year  plan  of  Advance  With 
Christ  in  Nigeria.  This  plan  in- 
cluded opening  seven  new  stations 
in  five  years.  One  of  these  new 
stations  will  be  in  the  general  area 
where  Gashala  is  located.  But  new 
stations  require  missionary  staff  and 
buildings  in  which  to  live.  At  Ocean 
Grove  in  1949,  two  families  were 
approved  for  Nigeria.  They  were 
detained  in  America  for  over  a  year 
for  lack  of  funds.  This  means  that 
staff  for  this  station  has  to  wait. 
Even  the  opening  of  the  station  may 
have  to  wait.  For  some  years  we 
had  been  granted  $30,000  annually 
for  expenses  on  the  field.  We  had 
hoped  that  even  with  our  expansion 
plans  we  would  not  need  to  ask  for 
an  addition  in  this  yearly  appropri- 
ation from  the  home  church.  This 
$30,000  gave  us  £7,500  West  African 
money.  When  devaluation  came, 
because  giving  of  the  home  church 
had  dropped,  we  were  given  just  the 
£7,500  which  was  only  $21,000.  But 
prices  of  labor  and  building  material 
have  risen  so  sharply  in  West  Africa 
that  from  the  £7,500  we  cannot  find 
the  money  to  carry  on  our  existing 
program  and  build  the  new  stations 
as  proposed.  We  have  already  given 
up  one  station — that  at  Gwoza. 

We  still  hope  we  can  have  a 
station — sometime — in  Audu's  area 
and  that — sometime — Gashala  will 
get  their  teacher.  We  know  from 
bitter  experiences  that  opportunities 
such  as  this  may  pass.  Already  we 
have  the  report  from  Bro.  Herman 
Landis,  who  works  in  a  district 
where  one  of  the  proposed  seven 
new  stations  was  to  be  opened,  that 
he  feels  that  it  is  now  too  late 
because  the  Mohammedans  have 
come  in  and  already  control  the 
situation. 

Dear  friends,  we  do  know  that 
there  are  young  people  who  are 
prepared  and  consecrated  to  take  up 
the  missionary  task.  We  believe 
that  God  has  faithful  stewards.  The 
days  are  urgent.  Within  a  year, 
Nigeria  will  be  a  federal  state  with 
virtual  self-government,  at  least  in 
those  matters  which  will  affect  the 
carrying  on  of  Christian  work.  Our 
section  of  the  federal  state  will  be  a 
Moslem-controlled  province.  What 
that  may  mean  no  one  can  truly 
predict.  But  it  is  none  too  hopeful. 
Indications  are  that  permission  to 
open  new  stations  will  then  be 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain.  We 
would  be  prepared  to  open  several 
new  stations  within  the  next  few 
months  if  financial  backing  of  the 
home  church  was  assured. 


The  Rural  Short  Course  at 
Anklesvar 

Florence  M.  Bollinger 

Anklesvar,  India 

A  LETTER  came,  a  speedy  air- 
mail letter,  giving  us  the 
recent  news  of  a  good  visit 
in  the  home  of  Nora  Rhodes,  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa.  The  letter  was  from 
our  friend,  Elder  Premchand  G. 
Bhagat.  This  timely  and  welcome 
letter  coincided  with  the  opening  of 
an  institute  which  centered  very 
actively  around  the  Rhodes  Memo- 
rial of  the  Vocational  Training 
College  at  Anklesvar.  Although  no 
Gujarati  word  could  be  found  to 
describe  it  correctly,  in  English  we 
called  this  meeting  a  rural  short 
course. 

In  the  Rhodes  Memorial  prayer 
hall  day  by  day  for  twelve 
consecutive  days  a  group  of  earnest 
teachers,  pastors  and  otherwise 
experienced  workers  met.  They 
came  together  to  gain  new  knowl- 
edge, find  a  workable  plan  for  use 
of  old  knowledge  and,  above  all, 
to  tap  resources  of  inspiration  and 
enthusiasm  to  enrich  their  own  lives 
and  work  and  to  extend  it  to  others. 

This  rural  short  course  was  the 
first  direct  project  and  accomplish- 
ment resulting  from  the  work  of  a 
co-operative  planning  committee 
which  was  launched  after  the  visit 
of  John  Reisner  to  the  college 
several  years  ago.  Its  aim  was  the 
enrichment  of  life  and  promotion  of 
the  more  abundant  life  through 
rural  extension  service.  Thus  as  a 
co-operative  project  the  teachers 
and  others  attending  the  course 
were  sent  by  their  respective 
missions.  The  leadership  for  the 
course  was  also  represented  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  Meth- 
odist and  the  Irish  Presbyterian, 
with  a  few  day-to-day  speakers 
from  other  groups.  The  course  of 
study  centered  mainly  on  the 
following  phases  of  interest:  the 
Christian  home  and  family,  health, 
religious  education,  recreation  and 
agriculture.  A  period  for  devotional 
worship  began  the  day  and  worship 
was  strongly  emphasized  throughout. 

The  content  of  the  teaching  and 
discussion  groups  is  well  summarized 
in  a  list  of  needs  and  projects  which 
the  students  were  asked  to  check 
according  to  those  which  they  felt 
they  could  sincerely  promise  to 
promote  in  their  own  immediate 
situations.  Scanning  the  list  of  these 
simple    and    elemental    needs    im- 
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presses  one  immediately  with  the 
great  need  not  only  of  teaching  but 
of  a  demonstration  of  living  on  a 
higher  plane  both  spiritual  and 
material. 

The  following  list  is  a  sample  of 
suggested  village  uplift  projects: 

I  promise  during  the  coming  year  to 
promote  the  projects  out  of  the  following 
list  which  I  have  checked. 

1.  Daily  family  prayers  in  every 
Christian  home. 

2.  Every  Christian  able  to  read  the 
Bible. 

3.  A  Bible  or  a  New  Testament  in 
every   Christian   home. 

4.  Holding  a  Christian  Home  Festival 
in  every  church   once  a  year. 

5.  Opposing  the  spreading  of  false 
religions  and  teaching  the  principles  of 
eternal  life. 

6.  Making  family  devotions  more 
meaningful  (full  of  life). 

7.  Promoting  lay  participation  in  evan- 
gelistic work. 

8.  Developing  a  desire  to  build  the 
church. 

9.  Putting  Christian  meaning  in  village 
festivals. 

10.  Searching  out  and  putting  into 
practice   suitable  plans   of   giving. 

11.  Promoting  an  intensive  movement 
for  building  places  of  worship  in  villages. 

12.  Teaching  people  to  use  sanitary 
systems  of  sewer  disposal. 

13.  Teaching  people  to  train  their 
children  to  observe  proper  toilet  rules. 

14.  Investigating  whether  every  individ- 
ual has  been  vaccinated;  if  any  persons 
have  not  been  vaccinated,  arranging  for 
same. 


15.  Keeping  and  using  a  stock  of  simple 
medicines   for  common   diseases. 

16.  Building  smokeless  chulas  (fireplaces 
for  cooking). 

17.  Inducing  at  least  two  fanners  to 
plant  a  green-manure  crop. 

18.  Teaching  people  to  use  all  waste 
materials  and  farmyard  manure  as 
fertilizer. 

19.  Getting  every  householder  to  plant 
some  kind  of  fruit  tree  in  his  yard. 

20.  Observing  a  special  recreation  day. 

21.  Introducing  at  least  three  or  four 
new   games   in   the   villages. 

22.  Training    a   games    leader. 

23.  Emphasizing    group    singing. 

24.  Encouraging  hobbies  and  handi- 
crafts   in   leisure    time. 

Signature    

Bishop  John  Subhan,  author  of 
the  soul-searching  and  very  inspir- 
ing book,  How  a  Sufi  Found  His 
Lord,  was  with  us  one  full  week. 
He  brought  the  morning  devotional 
message.  It  had  been  hoped  that 
evangelistic  meetings  could  be  held 
in  the  church  building  each  night, 
but  heavy  rains  turned  the  roads 
to  flood  and  mud  and  the  church 
meetings  were  impossible  except  for 
the  last  four  nights.  Rain,  mud  and 
blister-bugs  were  all  very  real 
handicaps  but  on  the  evenings  when 
church  meetings  were  impossible, 
these  handicaps  were  brushed  aside. 
The  training  college  students  and 
the  local  community  in  their  interest 


and  enthusiasm  filled  the  prayer 
hall  to  overflowing  each  night.  Film 
strips  on  health,  sanitation  and 
improved   agriculture   were   shown. 

Bishop  Subhan's  challenge  was  to 
make  the  daily  walk  of  life  so 
thoroughly  Christian  that  the  Chris- 
tian spirit  would  permeate  every 
thought,  act  and  daily  contact.  His 
last  message  centered  on  the 
thought  that  God  is  a  covenant- 
keeping  God.  Out  of  his  own 
experience  he  witnessed  to  the  truth 
that  those  who  have  taken  him  as 
their  Lord  can  rely  on  his  promises. 
He  showed  that  God's  kingdom  will 
not  come  through  the  efforts  of 
those  whose  main  concern  is,  "How 
much  will  I  get  out  of  it?  What 
advantages  will  there  be?" 

His  was  a  call  for  a  greater  faith 
in  this  covenant-keeping  God — God 
who  puts  his  covenant  not  on  stone 
but  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  signs 
his  covenant  with  the  life  and  love 
of  his  Son,  our  Lord  and  Christ. 
"Let  God  be  glorified  through 
service,"  was  the  final  ringing 
challenge  he  made  to  everyone 
present.  He  challenged  the  students 
and  leaders  to  carry  the  truth  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  back  to  the  village 
and  town,  to  the  home  and  to  the 
school. 


The  Church  at  Home 


Edited  by  Alberta  Yoder 


Mortgage  Burning  at  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 


Left  to  right:  Elmer  F.  Johnson,  pastor:  E.  W.  Burchfield;  Charles  Parton; 
Mrs.  Jack  Cochran;  Mrs.  Gerald  Smith;  and  Mrs.  Elmer  F.  Johnson. 


MEMBERS  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Bartlesville, 
Okla.,  labored  faithfully  for 
years  to  realize  the  paying  of  the 
mortgage  on  the  church  building. 
This  goal  was  realized  on  Sunday 
morning,  Jan.  29,  1950,  when  the 
fruition  of  many  months  of  arduous 
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labor  was  achieved  for  the  home 
mission  group  in  the  burning  of  the 
mortgage  papers. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Peters  and  the  ladies' 
quartet  from  McPherson  College 
were  present  to  bring  the  message 
in  word  and  song. 

Following  the  sermon  a  most 
impressive  ceremony  was  carried 
out     with     the     burning     of     the 


rnortgage.  Each  of  the  church 
officers  lighted  a  white  taper  from 
the  central  taper  signifying  unity 
and  then  recited  in  unison  a  part 
of  the  ritual.  The  mortgage  was 
lighted  from  all  the  tapers  and 
burned  to  ashes. 

Visitors  were  present  from  Yuba 
City,  Calif.;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and 
from  Cushing,  Okla. 

A  small  but  devoted  group  of 
members  worked  wholeheartedly 
for  the  past  three  years  looking 
forward  to  the  day  when  the  church 
would  be  completely  out  of  debt. 
The  members  worked  together  on 
many  projects.  Individual  members 
of  the  church  contributed  time  and 
money  to  the  work  and  its 
accomplishment.  Much  donated 
labor  was  given  in  the  work  and  the 
repairing  of  the  equipment  of  the 
church.  It  was  a  united  project 
which  brought  success  to  their 
labors  and  the  attainment  of  their 
long-sought  goal. 


Weddings 


Broyles-Boland.— Robert  G.  Broyles  and 
Donna  E.  •  Boland  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  Nov. 
24,  1950,  in  the  First  church,  Altoona,  by 
the  undersigned. — Stephen  G.  Margush, 
Altoona,  Pa. 

Forry-Dubble.— George  Forry  of  Lititz, 
Pa.,  and  Mildred  Dubble  of  Myerstown, 
Pa.,  Nov.  4,  1950,  in  the  Meyerstown 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Berkey 
Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Frick-Rhea — Merrill  Frick  and  Louise 
Rhea,  both  of  Wawaka,  Ind.,  in  the  bride's 
home,  Sept.  10,  1950.  by  the  undersigned. 
— Buryl  E.  Hoover,  Wawaka,  Ind. 

Fulcher-Cannaday. — Clarence  W.  Ful- 
cher  and  Alice  Ermigene  Cannaday,  both 
of  Fieldale,  Va.,  Nov.  22,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Wilmer  Q.  Crum- 
mett,  Bassett,  Va. 

Gaul-LaRue. — Monte  Gaul  and  Margie 
LaRue,  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa, 
Sept.  1,  1950,  by  the  undersigned. — John  B. 
Wieand,   Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Holl-Martin.— Curtis  H.  Holt  and  Velma 
I.  Martin,  both  of  Bassett,  Va.,  Oct.  5, 
1950,  in  the  Bassett  church,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Wilmer  Q.  Crummett,  Bassett, 
Va. 

King-Mawdsley. — Gerald  L.  King  and 
Lulubee  Mawdsley,  in  the  Cedar  Rapids 
church,  Iowa,  Nov.  12,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.—John  B.  Wieand,  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa. 

Kupp-Balsbaugh. — Landis  Kupp,  Jr.,  and 
Anna  Mae  Balsbaugh,  both  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  Nov.  11,  1950,  in  the  Myerstown 
church,  by  the  undersigned. — Berkey 
Knavel,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Lee-Berry. — Lawrence  Lee  and  Joye 
Berry,    both   of   Ft.    Wayne,    Ind.,    Oct.    7, 


1950,  in  the  Ft.  Wayne  church,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind. 

Maxk-Moyer. — Clarence  W.  Mark  of 
Wadsworth,  Ohio,  and  Lavon  E.  Moyer 
of  Greenville,  Ohio,  in  the  Greenville 
church,  Nov.  23,  1950,  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  C.  G.  Hesse. — Glen 
A.  Moyer,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Mariin-Sleyer. — Howard  H.  Martin  and 
Virginia  R.  Steyer,  both  of  Waterford, 
Calif.,  Sept.  29,  1950,  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  by  Rev.  C.  Wesley  Brown  and 
the  undersigned. — Leo  H.  Miller,  Water- 
ford,  Calif. 

Miller-Grogg. — Arthur  Miller  and  Bar- 
bara Grogg,  both  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Aug. 
12,  1950,  in  the  Ft.  Wayne  church,  by  the 
undersigned. — Eugene  E.  Gnagy,  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind. 

Richard-Wlmmer. — Warren  A.  Richard 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Rheba  I.  Wimmer  of 
Copper  Hill,  Va.,  Nov.  22,  1950,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, at  his  home. — Oscar  R.  Fike, 
Boones  Mill,  Va. 

Smith-Jones. — Jack  Smith  and  Eunice 
Jones,  in  the  groom's  home,  near  Wolf 
Lake,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1950,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Buryl  E.  Hoover,  Wawaka,  Ind. 

Waters-Gump. — Wayne  A.  Waters  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  Helen  M.  Gump  of 
Churubusco,  Ind.,  Nov.  18,  1950,  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Arlo  Gump,  Garrett,  Ind. 

Weber-Weaver. — Jack  Weber  and  Bette 
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Gochnour,  Gladys 

Are   Our  Treasures   Deteriorating?  13-11 
Gospel  Herald 

Remodeling  the   Congregation    ....  46-21 
Graydon,  Julia 

Be   Careful    11-  6 

Faith 35-15 

Grind,   The    49-15 

"In  the  Last  Days"  10-  9 

Jesus'  Presence    6-12 

"Not  Ye  That  Speak"  15-  5 

Now    8-13 

Song  in  the  Night,  A   1-15 

Walking    Together    37-11 

Where  to  Find  Him   3-15 

Gregg,  Richard  B. 

Pacifism  in  1950   20-  2 

Groff,  Forrest  U. 
Building  and  Euipment  for  Chris- 
tian Education    7-20 

Building  for  Worship  48-20 

Gwildis,  Johannes  H. 
An   Eye   View   of   American   Agri- 
culture       23-18 

Haag,  Bertha  Lautzenhiser 

At  Annual  Conference  (verse)    24-  9 

Haines,  Oneida  and  Widegren,  La  Von 

Roses  and  Pines    17-18 

Halladay,  Paul 
Brethren  Music  and  Worship  Con- 
ference         7-11 

Hamersley,  Jonathan 

Union   Universelle,    The    42-13 

Hanawalt,  David  K. 

Faith   for   Youth,    A    45-21 

Harper,  Clara 

Gana's  Ambition    49-23 

Home   Visitation   in   Buraland    48-13 

Mother   Kubili    50-23 

Hart,  Mrs.  Francis 

Of  Thanks  and  Faith 47-14 

Hebel,  Florence  C. 

Cleaning  Lesson,  A  22-  9 

Personal  Work  Pays   50-  9 

Story  and  Its  Meaning,  A  45-15 

Heiney,  Enos  B. 

America  and  a  Hungry  World  22-  6 

Heinz,  Merril  S. 
Are  You  Divorced  From  the  Bride 

of   Christ?    46-11 

You  and  the  Doctor's  Bill   52-13 

Heisey,  Walter  J. 

Ministers    Take    a    Look    at    Labor  13-19 
Helman,  Howard  H. 

I  Do  Not  Care  to  Live  (verse)   43-  7 

Helman,  H.  H. 
Protestant  Temple   of   Goodwill,   A    9-  9 

We  Can  Grow  This  Way  28-22 

Yielding  the   Mantle    22-  3 

Helstern,  Russell  F. 
Making     Camping     Meaningful     in 

the    Local    Church    21-20 

Henry,  Tobias  F. 

Christian    Interpretation    of    Mar- 
riage, A    15-10 

Factors    Which   Make    for    Success 

and   Happiness   in  Marriage    1-10 

Hersch,  Paul  S. 

If  We   Fail    33-9 

Hoffman,   Bengt  R. 

China,   1950    25-22 

Hofmann,  Erich 

Like  You  and  Me  23-  3 

Hoke,  Ruby 

Nursing   Ideals    27-  7 

Holderreed,  Andrew 
Visit  to  a  Kuan  Yin  Temple,   Sui- 

ning    33-23 

We  Sang  to  the  Gods!   32-23 

What  Does  God  Require?   33-24 

Holl,  David  L. 

Minister  Keeps  on  Learning,  The  . .  45-20 
Hollinger,  Gerald 

Christian   Stewardship    3-12 

Hollinger,  Kenneth  W. 
Family  Living  Can  Be  Fun 2-8 


Hollingshead,  Mrs.  Fred 
Revitalizing  the   Local   Church  Li- 
brary         2-20 

Holm,  Uwe 

Six  Months  After  Work  Camp 25-18 

Holsopple,  Kathren  Royer 

Christian  Home,  The   18-12 

I  Married  a  Minister  20-24 

Hoover,    Robert   D. 

Candles  of  the  Lord    51-15 

Hoover,  Wilbur  R. 

Some    Observations    Arising    From 

the  Korean  Crisis   36-  7 

What  Kind  of  a  World  Church?   . .  24-10 
Hose,  Wolfgang 

My   Home    Village    22-19 

Hostetler,  Harvey  P. 

Wichita  Church    25-23 

Huffaker,  Perry  L. 

Gospel  Songs  in  the  New  Hymnal  37-11 

Songs,  Old  and  New  11-15 

Huffman,  Jacob  S.,  M.  D. 

More    Christian   Doctors    39-12 

Huston,  Ora 

In  Mysterious   Ways    6-  5 

Some  Information  on  the  Draft  . .  35-18 
Ikenberry,  Ernest  L. 

Chinese  Church  Arises,  The   34-  3 

Concerning  Mail  to  China   16-24 

Three     Goals     of    the     Church     in 

China     39-23 

Ikenberry,  C.  S. 

Record  of  Growth,  A   12-23 

Jarrels,  Honoria  Murray 

Advance  With  Christ  (verse)  13-13 

Jehnsen,  Ernest  R. 

Church  in  Thy  House,   The    21-  8 

Jerome,  T.  B. 

Joy  in  Telling  Others  of  Christ  ...     4-13 
Jivanji,  Gersom 

God's  Continuing  Presence 4-12 

Johnson,  Elmer  F. 
Drinking    From    the    Life    Giving 

Fountain 5-12 

Johnston,  Eric 

Prejudice  Is  Bad  Business  6-8 

Jones,  Mrs.  Burton 

Prayer  for  Forgiveness   44-  7 

K'an,  Kenneth 

Why  I  Return  to  China   34-12 

K'an,  Kenneth  and  Clara  Li 

We  Meet  the  Brethren   19-  6 

K'an,  Mrs.  Clara 
Farewell   Word   to   the    Church   in 

America,    A    34-14 

Keim,  C.  Ray 

Contribution  of  Christian  Colleges 

to  American  Life,  The   16-8 

Keim,  Howard  and  Winifred 
Accepting     Responsibility     in     the 

Family     30-  3 

Providing    Love    and    Security    for 

All  Members  of  the  Family   10-3 

Keim,  Howard  H.,  Jr. 

Not    Disobedient    1-9 

What  Can  We  Do  About  Inactive 

Members?     9-20 

Keiper,  D.  Howard 
Two    Hundred    Twenty-fifth    Anni- 
versary of  the  Covington  Church  41-23 
Keller,  Chester  Z. 

Opportunity  at  Fresno   37-18 

Kenner,  Mary  Ann 

Pole-Vaulting  Preacher    36-12 

Kettering,  Harold  E. 
Deepening      the      Spiritual      Life 
Through   Commitment   for   Serv- 
ice in  Needy  America    2-6 

Kettering,  J.  W. 

Let's  Teach  Stewardship   39-13 

Kimmel,  Mrs.  Homer  D. 

I  Married  a  Minister   3-23 

King,  Betty 

Ambassadors   of   Christian   Service    1-  7 
Kinsel,  Paul  W. 

On  the  Election  of  New  Deacons  . .   22-21 

Sharing  to  Meet  the  Need   28-  8 

Kinsey,  William 

Sunday   Newspaper   vs.   the   Bible, 

The    3-13 

Kinzie,  W.  G. 

Visitors'  Book  Speaks,  A  39-22 

Kiracofe,   Kathryn 

We  Work  in  Indian  Villages   44-22 

Knauth,  Lothar  G. 

Everybody's    Business     23-19 

Knight,  Dayton 
Boy    Preachers — Religious     Educa- 
tion on  Its   Own    39-  7 

Koch,  Dr.  Henry  C. 

Christian  Church  Must  Continue  to 

Help,    The     26-18 

Kough,  Jack 

Sword  of  Goodwill   17-  8 

Thanks  for  Our  Goats   24-19 

Kriegsmann,  Trudy 

Farmers   From   America    45-  6 

Kruger,  Helena  B. 

Turn    About     44-13 

We   Must   Live   Amongst   One   An- 
other      37-14 

Kulp,  Christina 
Inspiration     of     Intermission     Fel- 
lowship       36-24 

Visit  by  Letter  With  a  Missionary, 
A    35-24 


Kulp,  H.  Stover 
Experiences  That  Fill  Our  Days   . .   52-20 
Challenge  of  Mohammedanism    . . .  43-  4 
Dr.    Bosler    Honored   by    the    King 

of  England    32-24 

Kuns,  Mrs.  Marion  L. 

Of   One   Blood,    All    6-14 

Kyle,  W.  Ray 

Europe's  Unending  Need  48-18 

Landis,  David  R. 

Put  Your  Religion  to  Work    42-14 

Landis,  Harry  M. 

Church    of    the    Brethren    on    the 

Mexican  Border,  The    1-18 

Landis,  Mrs.  Moyne 

I  Married  a  Minister  14-23 

Landis,  Ruby  E. 

Easter — a  New  Lease  on  Life  14-12 

Laubach.  Frank  C. 
New    Strategy    for    Christian    Mis- 
sions       20-22 

Laursen,  Otto 

Happy   Home,   A    23-15 

Lear,  John  W. 

Our  Gracious  Lord  (verse)  19-12 

Power  for  Service    41-15 

Leatherman,  I.  D. 

Plan  for  Evangelism,  A  19-9 

Lee,  Florence  B. 

Gold  Mine  in  the  Summer,  A   14-20 

Lefever,  Ernest 

Church   Behind    the   Iron    Curtain, 

The     23-10 

Global     Goodwill     Tour     Touches 

Twenty    Countries    3-3 

Lehman,  Galen  T. 

Your  Church  and  Its  Colleges   16-20 

Lehman,  Lawrence  E. 

After  Easter— What?    15-11 

Leiper,  Henry  Smith 

Shall  We  Give  the  Ants  a  Chance?    6-  3 
Lentz,  Richard  E. 

Program  for  Home  and  Church,  A  37-12 
Lewis,   Charlotte   Brubaker 

Growing  Old  (verse)    48-14 

Lewis,  Wilma  S. 

This  Business  of  Leadership  50-22 

Lichty,  Anna 

Pioneer  Missionary  Returns,  A 7-24 

Lichty,  D.  Eugene 

Hospitality— a  Dying  Practice    36-10 

Lloyd,  Myra  Edna 

Susie  Is  Two   40-20 

Locke,  John  F. 

What's   Right   With   the    Brethren?     5-  7 
Loek,  Maxine 

Cigarettes  for  Your  Children 50-  6 

Long,  Daniel  M. 

Growth   or   Stagnation    33-14 

Long,  H.  L. 

Divorce  Is  Not  the  Problem   18-13 

Long,  Harvey 

Day   in   Galilee,   A    21-  3 

Long,  I.  S. 

If  You  Would  Grow   13-  7 

It  Is  Not  Too  Late   24-  7 

Long,  Inez 

Glorified   Enemy,    The    37-  3 

I  Married  a  Minister  16-23 

Sunshine  in  the  Parsonage  2-3 

Luckett,  W.  T. 
New  Frontiers  in  Evangelism — San 

Fernando    Valley     8-10 

Unusual  Grewth  at  San  Fernando 

Valley   Church    35-23 

Lyons,  Edward  E. 

"Hallowed  Be  Thy  Name"   46-10 

Maisule,  the  African  Prince 

We    Cry   for    a   Teacher    11-22 

Mangle,  Maeanna  Cheserton 

Purim — The  Jewish  Easter  14-11 

Mann,  Louis  L. 

Judaism   and    Christianity    2-10 

Margush,   Stephen  G. 

Eternal  Values   24-  6 

Martin,  Martha 

Bible— a    Gift   From   God,   The    49-3 

Mason,   George  E.  and   Rae 

Why  We  Want  to  Return  to  China  34-  9 
Mather,  William  G. 

Of  Human  Rights  and  Freedoms  . .     6-10 
Matthews,  Dr.  Harold  S. 

Behind   the  Bamboo   Screen    34-  6 

Mays,  Morley 

Literacy  Values  of  the  New  Hymnal    5-11 
Mennonite    Community,    The 

Prayer  for   the  Market    47-  5 

McDaniel,   Myrtle   A. 
Christmas     in      Bethlehem — Penn- 
sylvania      51-  6 

McDonald,  Edwin  E. 

Beatitude    (verse)    11-11 

McFadden,   Bob 

On  Lifting  Our  Sights   9-13 

Mears,  Henrietta 

Life  That  Really  Counts,  The    43-12 

Merkey,  Nellie  V. 

Absence    (verse)     39-11 

Merkey,  Vernon 
Blocks    Are    Laid — A     Community 
Is  United   10-18 
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Metzger,  Thurl 

Cow   of   Love    19-18 

Sharing  Food  to  Build  Peace 45-10 

Metzler,  Burton 
Doctrinal    Adequacy    of    the    New 
Hymnal,  The   25-11 

Metzler,  John  D.,  Jr. 

Is  It  Worth  It?  52-14 

Meyer,  J.  G. 
You  Are  Rich   46-  8 

Michael,  Marianne 
Are  Not  Sparrows  Sold  for  a  Pen- 
ny?      28-24 

Beautiful   Feet    12-22 

Lord  Is  the   Strength  of  My  Life, 

The   13-22 

"Ye   Should   Know   the   Praises   of 
Him"    21-22 

Miller,  DeWitt  L. 
I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try  Again    32-23 

Just  a  Minute   7-  8 

Miller,   DeWitt   L.   and  Mary 

Becoming  One  Spirit  33-  8 

Miller,    Mrs.   DeWitt   L. 
I  Married  a  Minister  22-22 

Miller,  Herbert 
Promised  Life,  The  36-  8 

Miller,  Paul  E. 
I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try Again 34-22 

Miller,  R.  H. 

Christmas  Means  Love  51-  3 

Salt  and  Peace  35-  7 

Miller,  Vernon 
Church  and  Happy  Marriages,  The    3-21 

Minnich,  H.  Spenser 
Brethren  Becoming  "Will"  Minded  33-10 

He  Loves  Us   So    24-  8 

Inquiring    Photographer    Trails    a 

Missionary  Miss  Sahib   10-22 

Loose  Him!    Let  Him  Go!   45-23 

Worth  of  a  Soul,  The 38-24 

And  Ice  Cream  Too!  50-23 

Mohler,  Horace  H. 
Brethren  Believe  in  the  Good  Life    7-  9 

Mohler,  Mary  E. 
Good  Spirit  Is  the  Strongest  Bond, 
A    35-10 

Mohler,  Paul 

Invitation  to  Be  Grateful  46-13 

Pasadena   Query,   The    17-13 

Mohler,   R.   E. 
Minister's  Report,  The  30-  7 

Moomaw,  I.  W. 
Agricultural  Missions  Anniversary 

at  Cornell   13-24 

An    Outreach   and    a   United    Wit- 
ness       40-  6 

Moore,  James  M. 
It  Is  Best  for  the  Children 33-12 

Moritz,  Karsten 
First  German  Students  Return,  The  45-18 

Morse,  Kenneth  i 

An  African  Family  Worships  God  48-  1 
Around  the  World  in  One  Day  ..  39-4 

Before  Midnight    52-  1 

Brethren   vs.    Christians 35-  5 

Bridges    37-  1 

Brother  Beahm    49-  4 

By  Day  and  by  Night  41-  1 

Challenge    of   Humble    Tasks,    The  35-  5 

Charles  C.  Ellis  32-  5 

Continuing  Reformation,  The  43-5 

Damascus    Road    (verse)    44-  9 

Everlasting  Light,  The  51-  5 

Evidence  of  Heaven  (verse)    41-  6 

Ezra,  Interpreter  of  God's  Word  ..  32-14 

Fitting  Memorial,  A  50-  1 

For  a  Night  in  December   51-  4 

For  the  Amen  Corner  42-  5 

From  Church  to  Church   46-  5 

Gifts  That  Cannot  Be  Returned  ..  51-5 

Good  for  Evil   44-  5 

Good-by,   Hopalong    41-  4 

His  Will  on  Earth   35-  6 

Holy   Family,   The    51-  4 

How  the  Week  End  Goes  15-  6 

How  the  Wind  Blows 43-  1 

In  Concert    41-  4 

In  Remembrance  of  Him 39-  1 

Into  a  Pattern    44-  1 

Is  Thanksgiving  Over? 50-5 

Is  Your  Happiness  Showing? 44-  4 

John  Mark,  Who  Made  Good 36-44 

Look  to  the  Highest 36-  1 

James,    Leader    in    the    Jerusalem 

Church    37-12 

Leaders  and  Followers  52-5 

Learn  to  Live  Thankfully    46-  4 

Letter  to  Caesar  39-  5 

Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus 34-24 

More  Christian  Greetings   47-  5 

Mothers  Go  to  School  40-  1 

Motive:  To  Serve  and  to  Give 43-  5 

No  Iron  Curtain  in  the  Church 34-5 

Not  in  Talk  but  in  Power  48-  5 

Paul,  World  Evangelist 38-10 

Peter,     Who     Became     a     Man     of 

Power    35-11 

Place  to  Begin,  The  33-  5 

Power    42-  1 

Prayer  and  the  Active  Life 49-  5 
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Prayer  Before  Voting    44-  5 

Praying  for  Peace  41-  5 

See  Yourself  in  the  Bible 49-  4 

Selective  Service  for  the  Kingdom  37-  5 

Sentenced — to   Church    47-  5 

September  37-  5 

Shock  Absorbers   50-  5 

Straws  or  Strategies   52-  5 

Take  .  .  .  and  Learn   40-  5 

Television    45-  5 

Vital   Center,   The    26-  4 

They  Begged  Him  to  Leave   42-  5 

Thinking  Chair,  The   47-  5 

This  Age  of  Miracles  41-  5 

Thoughts  for  an  Armistice  Day 45-  5 

Thy  Kingdom  Come  (verse)    49"-12 

"We  Would  Be  Building  ..."....  46-  1 

What  Is  Christian  Living?   39-13 

What's  in  a  Name?  39-  4 

Where  the  Church  Stands   40-  4 

Who  Is  Responsible?   46-  4 

Who  Will  Open  the  Door?  38-  1 

Years   of   Plenty    45-  1 

"Yes-but"  Religion   36-  5 

Your    Parish    40-  5 

Mow,  Anetta  C. 
Missionary      Education      for      the 

Church    47-20 

.     Missionary  Observations  from  To- 
ronto   40-23 

Mow,  Anna  B. 

Surrendered  Life,  The   40-12 

Mshelia,  Hyelapila 

My   Testimony    48-11 

Mueller,  Beata 
Thanksgiving  for  New  Pilgrims   . .  43-14 

Muir,  Gladdys 
In  the  Early  Morning    39-  3 

Muntzing,  Ernest  E. 
Brethren     Can    Become    Effective 

Evangelists    8-  5 

Living  Water  42-10 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Ross  D. 

I  Married   a  Minister    15-24 

Naylor,  Kurtis  Friend 
Things   to   Ponder    16-7 

Neumann,  F.  C. 

My  Cup  Runneth  Over  45-12 

Prayer  for  Teachers,  A  ... 24-14 

Value  of  Spiritual  Tranquility,  The  11-  9 

Nies,  Ann  King 
Impatience  (verse)    12-14 

Norris,  Glen  E. 
Cross  and  the  Empty  Tomb,   The  14-10 

Having  in  Common 29-  3 

I   Belong    12-3 

On  Earth  Peace  51-  8 

Nowak,  Margaret 
Church     Can     Influence     People's 

Thinking,    The    49-12 

Church  in  the  Political  Field,  The  35-14 

Oberlin,  Charles  R. 
Brethren  and  the  Bible  Standard  .  11-12 
Evangelistic  Emphasis,   The    9-12 

Ogden,  Galen  B. 
I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try Again 28-25 

Over,  Emily  Ruth 
Sun  Breaks  Through,  The   (verse)  12-  6 

Page,  Kir  by 
After  Korea,  What?  33-  3 

Parker,  Martha  N. 

Lenten   Devotion,   A    (verse)    8-24 

Teach  Us  to  Pray  (verse)  34-11 

Yins— Chinese   Brethren,   The    36-22 

Yins — Chinese  Brethren,  The — 
From  Revolutionist  to  Christian 

Minister    38-22 

Yins — Chinese  Brethren,  The — Re- 
union in  West  China  42-22 

Parris,  Wayne  L. 
Evangelism  Among  the  Lepers 9-22 

Patrick,  Anna  Mary 
Church  Dedication  at  Hanoverdale, 
Pennsylvania    41-24 

Peckover,  Lila  and  Walter 
New  Work  Opens  in  Seattle  5-23 

Peckover,  Walter 
New     Frontiers     in     Evangelism — 
High  Point,  Seattle  8-9 

Peters.  H.  W. 
Spray  Church  Grows,  The   46-24 

Peters,  Raymond  R. 
Annual  Conference  in  the  Life  of 

the  Church  17-20 

Director   of   Evangelism   to   Begin 

Work  June  1951 52-12 

General  Brotherhood  Board  Meets, 

The     1-14 

H.  Spenser  Minnich  Returns  to 
States  as  Financial  Representa- 
tive      32-15 

Home  Life  in  Our  Church  18-  5 

Kenneth  I.  Morse,  Appointed  Edi- 
tor        1-13 

Together  We  Move  Ahead  30-  6 

Youth  Publication  Under  New 
Leadership 26-  6 

Peters,  W.  W. 
First  Impressions  of  Austria  ......  46-18 

Petersime,  Mrs.  Ray 
Europe  to  Me  and  to  You  15-19 

Petre,  Ira  S.  and  Mary  G. 
Door  Is  Opening,  The  2-24 

Petry,  Edgar  G. 
Are  You  Still  Growing?   40-  8 


Pfaltzgraff,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E. 

We  Visit  Hildi    11-22 

Pfaltzgraff,  Violet 

Drum  Call  (verse)    1-4 

Footpaths   11-24 

S.  O.  S 13-24 

Pflaum,  Irving 

Our  Prisoners  of  War   10-15 

Plessinger,  Maude  Woods 

Classics,   The    (verse)    3-14 

Pletcher,  Mrs.  Ordo  M. 

Dream  Fulfilled,  A  11-23 

Pool,  Tamar  De  Sola 

Children  to  Palestine   6-13 

Price,  Charles  W. 

They're  Nearer  Heaven    25-15 

Pritchett,  John  A. 

Christian  Lawyer,  A   14-13 

Pritchett,  Mrs.  E.  G. 

An  Ancient  Atomic  Weapon 44-7 

Quimby,  Karl 

Strange   Coincidence,   A    6-19 

Rajvadi,  Damodarbhai  P. 

My  Experience  of  the  Lord  in  His 

Service    4-12 

Rail,  Harris  Franklin 

Four  Easters,  The  14-  6 

Raval,   Chaganlal   V. 

Casting  the  Nets   6-24 

God's  Ways  Are  Mysterious   4-23 

He  Got  His  Permit  4-13 

Reber,  Jesse  D. 

Layman    and    the    World    Church, 

The 11-9 

Reed,  Nancy 

Tribute  to  a  Christian  Mother 44-14 

Rieman,  T.  Wayne 

Zacchaeus  —  Before       and       After 

Christ 41-6 

Renkewitz,  H.   G. 

Hochmann  von  Hochenou   16-13 

Renner,  Mattie 

Write  a  Book  in  1950  3-5 

Renz,  James 

Shall  We  Use  Total  Abstinence 
Pledges?   43-3 

We  Meet  the  Alcohol  Problem 13-20 

Replogle,  Jacob  F. 

Prevailing  Voice,  The    13-3 

Rhoades,  J.  Burton 

Crack  in  the  Wall  of  Prejudice,  A  37-22 

Today  Before  Our  Eyes   8-22 

Your  Dollars  in  Ecuador   11-14 

Rhoades,  Ruby 

Ecuador   News   Letter    41-22 

Richards,  H.  F. 

Where  There  Is  a  Will  25-14 

Riley,  Ruth  E. 

Does  the  Church  Fail  at  Pub- 
licity?       34-20 

Ritchie,  Virgil 

Thanksgiving   (verse)    46-13 

Robinson,  J.  A. 

These  Methods  Win  Men  8-3 

Robinson,  Paul  Minnich 

Christian  Education  at  the  Middle 
of  the  Century  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren    38-  3 

Christian  Education  Commission 
Serving  the  Local  Church,  The  . .  15-20 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try Again 42-23 

Rohrer,  F.  C. 

Electricity  Comes  to  Clay  County, 

Kentucky  8-23 

Roller,  Catherine 

Inner   Peace    (verse)    20-18 

Royer,  Mary  Lou 

Creator-Revealer       Speaks,       The 

(verse)     15-9 

Rupel,  Claude 

Hillcrest  School   9-24 

Rupel,  Claude  and  Marie 

Hillcrest  School,  an  Experience  in 

Uniting  Nations   48-12 

Russell,  Harl 

Multiple    Appeals    35-20 

Ruthrauff.  H.  L. 

Easter — Window  to  Tomorrow  14-3 

Transformed  Life,  The  37-  6 

Satvedi,  G.  K. 

Value  of  My  Faith,  The  5-24 

Schrock,  Ralph  L. 

Are  There  Any  Simon  Peters  To- 
day?       10-12 

Schroeder,  Martin 

Straws  in  the  Census   42-  6 

Schwalm,  V.  F.  and  Florence 

What  Kind  of  Family  Altar  in  1950?  39-  6 
Scrogum,  Ada 

Christian  Father,  A  23-7 

My  Companion  (verse)  40-13 

Seese,  Genevieve  M. 

Christian  Family  and  Community, 
The   41-12 

Unintentional     Teaching     of     the 

Home,   The    18-7 

Senger,  Paul  E. 

Seagoing  "Goatboy"  Tells  of  Trip 

to   Okinawa    24-18 

Sensabaugh,  I.  F. 

Helping  Teachers  Grow  in  Serv- 
ice      1-20 

Shamberger,  C.  H. 

Father  Was  a  Farmer  Preacher  ..  48-23 


Shatto,  Joseph  W. 

Volunteer  Speaks  Frankly,  A   4-18 

Shenefelt,  Francis  L. 

Osage  Church  Is  Rededlcated   50-24 

Sherfy,  E.  F. 

Kagawa — the  Man  and  His  Message  50-14 
Sherfy.  Robert  L. 

Commissioned  Life,  The   39-  8 

Sherrick,  M.  M. 

Thanksgiving    (verse)    46-15 

Shirk,  Bertha  Ryan 

Sent  of  God,  The  47-15 

Shisler,  Sara 
Emerging    African    Church    Faces 

Its  Tasks,  The  48-  3 

Short,  Roy  H. 

Family  Worship  at  Christmas    51-12 

Shriver,  Ruth  M. 

National    Family   Week    12-20 

Shuler,  Chester 

To  the   Brim    45-  9 

Shull,  C.  G. 

Dreams  of  New  India,  The  4-  5 

Shull,  Gordon 

Exit  Jim  Crow   6-12 

Seminary  Students  Study  Labor  . .     5-14 
What  About  Your  Newspaper?    . . .  32-13 
Shull,  Lois 

God    Factory,    The    46-22 

Shull,  Susan  S. 

"But  I  Must"   47-23 

Shultz,  Lawrence  W. 
Our     Opportunity    in     One     Great 

Hour  of  Sharing   10-10 

Poor  Needy   Europe    8-18 

Shurte,  Russell  S. 

Good   Friday    (verse)    14-11 

Skaggs,  Ralph 
For  a  Christian  Fourth  of  July   . .  26-10 
Personal  Interview  With  God,  A  . .  24-  3 
Slabaugh,  Warren  W. 
D.      W.     Kurtz— Servant     of     the 

Church    9-14 

Paul,  the  Servant  of  Christ 44-  6 

Smathers,  Eugene 
Functions   of    the    Rural   Minister, 

The     20-11 

Smeltzer,  Mrs.  Ralph 

Talk  About  Peace   27-18 

Smeltzer,  Ralph  E. 

How  They  See  Us   23-18 

Our  Commodity  Surpluses  42-12 

Smith,  Wanda 

Keep  Christ  in  Christmas   51-14 

Smucker,  Carl  W. 

"Do  You  Love  Me,  Daddy?"  28-  3 

Snader,  Earl 

Denying  Our  Christ   14-  8 

Snavely,  Harper  M. 

Bread  and  the  Cup,  The  39-15 

Snider,  Don 
Introducing  the  Youth  Stimulators  52-18 

Whirlwind  Clothing  Drive   36-20 

Youth   Are   Important    3-6 

Soper,  Edmund  D. 
Call  of   India  to  Brethren  Youth, 

The     4-14 

Spurgeon,  C.  H. 

Fill  the  Spaces  44-  5 

Stafford,  William 

At  a  Church  Service  (verse)   37-  3 

Statler,  Ruth  B. 

This  Truth  Is  Evident  (verse)   47-  7 

Stehman,  Mark  C. 

Baptism,  a  Holy  Ordinance  22-11 

Stoner,  Lina  N. 

Cardinal,   The    (verse)    11-8 

Strickler,  Robert 

Church — a  Brotherhood,  The   10-8 

Studebaker,  Ida  S. 

Before  You  Marry   18-  3 

Studebaker,  Lloyd  R. 

Delay  and  Modern  Surgery   7-22 

Medical   Work   Contributes  to   the 

Church's  Growth  48-  6 

Studebaker,  Mrs.  Paul  B. 

I  Married  a  Minister  21-23 

Stutsman,  G.  O. 

What  Will  We  Do?   36-15 

Stutzman,  Charlotte 
Youth  Review  Mental  Hospital  Ex- 
periences       18-18 

Stutzman,  Mrs.  John  D. 

Easter  Lilies  (verse)    14-13 

Swartz,  Goldie 

My  Dear  Loyal  Friends    17-22 

Testimony — Past    and    Present,    A  14-22 
Taucher,  Hanna 

Bridge  Between  Nations,   A    7-19 

Thompson,   Chester  Lee 

Autumn  at  Cambridge  (verse)   ....  37-15 
Thompson,   William  E. 

We,  Need   a    Revival    44-11 

Thoreau,  Henry  David 

On  Civil  Disobedience   40-  5 

Tinkle,  William  J. 

Tractor  vs.  Grindstone  44-  3 

Tokumura,  Mitsuko 

Thanks  From  Okinawa   34-19 

Tooker,  Calvin 

I  Teach  Negro  Students   14-18 

Tully,  Bob 
Family  Faces  Social  Pulls,  The   . .  18-10 

Family  Fun   and   Recreation    :  47-  8 

Turck,  Charles  J. 
Education  for  Christian  Leadership  38-12 


Turnidge,  Ralph 

What  We  Believe   41-10 

Wagner,  Murray  L. 

End  of  Summer,  The  20-  3 

Pastor  and  Christian  Education  in 

the  Local  Church,  The  22-20 

Pastor  and  Christian  Education  in 

the   Local   Church,  The    23-20 

Wagoner,  Floyd  R. 

Layman  Looks  at  Evangelism,  A  . .     8-7 
Wampler,   David   B. 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try  Again    30-11 

Wampler,  Ernest 

Letter  from  Ernest  Wampler 37-24 

Making   Christmas   World   Wide    . .  50-3 
Wampler,   Mrs.  J.  Galen 

Baby    o'    Mine    (verse)    10-12 

Wang,  C.  C. 

Why  I  Return  to  China  34-13 

Wareham,  J.  Richard 

Personal    Devotions    11-3 

Watson,   Emile  E. 

Most    Important    Life    Ever    Lived, 

The    12-13 

Weaver.  Kenneth  F. 

Temperance  Program  That  Works, 

A    15-  8 

Weaver,   L.   John 

War   (verse)    40-15 

Weber,  Jennie 

God  Has  Directed  My  Life  5-22 

Weigle,  Elizabeth 

Filling  the  "Holes"    49-  5 

Weil,  Marie 

Christian    Way,    The    23-19 

Weimer,  Glen 

Fingers   of   God,   The    16-13 

God  in  Christ   7-13 

God  Is  Hope    12-9 

Pastor  Writes  an  Easter  Letter  to 

His  Congregation,   A    14-14 

Thinking  of  God  (verse)   9-7 

Weiss,  Lorell 

Outlook  for  War  or  Peace  42-  3 

Peace  Caravans  Carry  On  5-18 

Weldy,  Allen 

Parental   Harmony — a   Must    18-9 

Weldy,  Mrs.  Allen 

God  Sent  Us  Stephan  17-19 

West,  Dan 

Better    Leadership    Toward    Peace  32-18 

Feeding  the  Hungry  12-12 

West,  M.  Guy 

Sing  Unto  the  Lord   36-  4 

West,  Russell  Greene 

Around  the  World  in  Prayer  7-3 

Weybright,  George  D. 

Our  Obligations  to  Our  Pastors  . .  45-8 
White,  John  B. 

Thinking  About  the  Brethren   14-15 

White,  Ralph  E. 

I   Would   Choose   the  Parish   Min- 
istry Again  45-24 

White,  Roy 

Lost?    41-  7 

On   Giving   Up    38-11 

Where  to  Give!   12-9 

Worst  in  the  Church  3-15 

Will,  Mrs.  Harper  S. 

I  Married  a  Minister  17-23 

Wine,  Mary  Stoner 

Enduring  Peace  (verse)   51-14 

Wirth,  Lena 

Nursing  at  the  Garkida  Leper  Col- 
ony         2-20 

Wirth,  Nina  E. 

Drought     in     the      San      Joaquin 

(verse)     38-12 

Wolfe,  Rolland  Emerson 

Higher  Perspectives  in  Religion  . . .  22-14 
Wolfkill,  Blanche 

Happiness    (verse)    13-  4 

House  of  God,  The  (verse)  1-11 

We  Thank  Thee  (verse)    45-12 

Womer,  Wayne  W. 

Youth  and  Alcohol    43-10 

Wood,  Clara  and  Bruce 

Approaching  the  Problem  of  Peace  12-14 
Wright,  George  W. 

Deepening   the   Spiritual   Life    47-12 

Two  Hundred  Years  of  Married  Life  39-  9 
Yoder,  Marie 

I  Volunteered  for  a  Year   50-18 

Young,  John  F. 

How  Can  We   Start  an  Audio-Vis- 
ual    Aid     Department     in     Our 

Church    9-21 

Zeller,  Harry  K.,  Jr. 

Case  for   Chastity,   The    25-12 

Case  for  Total   Abstinence,  The    . .  52-3 

I   Would    Choose   the   Parish   Min- 
istry  Again    (I)     26-30 

I  Would   Choose   the   Parish   Min- 
istry Again   (II)    27-23 

Work  of  the  World,  The  35-  3 

Zeller,  Mrs.  Harry  K.,  Jr. 

Thinking  About  the  Comics   21-10 

Ziegler,  Earl  M. 

Khergam     Christian     Co-operative 

Credit   Society    5-24 

Ziegler,  Edward  Krusen 

Evangelism,  the  Star  of  Hope  45-3 

Ziegler,  Emma  K. 

Woodstock — Known   Over   All   the 
Land 4-22 


Ziegler,  Jesse  H. 

Christian  Education  in  the  National 

Council  of  Churches   43-  6 

Ziegler.  Mildred  C. 

Meaning  of  Christian  Stewardship, 

The    1-3 

Ziegler,  Mrs.  Edward  K. 

I  Married  a  Minister  19-23 

Zigler,  M.  R. 

Challenge  to  the  Church,  A   23-  8 

Kaltenstine    Farewell    46-19 

Peace  Through  Acts  of  Charity   ..     9-10 
Zigler,  Rachel 

India  Honors  Missionary  Doctors  . .  9-  3 

1949,  a  Significant  Year  in  India  . .  4-10 
Zigler,  W.  H. 

Man's  Part  in  God's  Plan  for  Man's 
Salvation    12-  6 

That    One-day    Religion    44-13 

Zook,  Gorman  A. 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Minis- 
try  Again    33-22 

Zook,  Mrs.  G.  A. 

I  Married  a  Minister   23-23 

Zuck,  Nevin  H. 

Nice  People   or  New  Men    25-  3 

Zunkel,  Charles  E. 

An  Approach  to  Lenten  Evangelism    6-20 

Co-operation  in  Evangelism  and 
Home  Missions  Through  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches   46-12 

United    Evangelistic    Advance    Cli- 
maxes in  Special  Observance  ....  45-21 
Zunkel,  Mrs.   Charles  E. 

I  Married  a  Minister  2-20 

Zunkel,   Wayne 

To  Find  Self  Find  God  12-  8 


Subject  Matter 

Alcohol  and  Temperance 

Case  for  Total  Abstinence,  The,  Har- 
ry K.  Zeller,  Jr 52-3 

Cigarettes  for  Your  Children,  Maxine 
Loek  50-  6 

Even    Americans    Get    Their    Values 

Mixed  Up  Sometimes,  D.W.B 2-4 

Our  Sins,  D.W.B 17-5 

Pole-Vaulting  Preacher,  Mary  Ann 
Kenner    -36-12 

Shall  We  Commit  Ourselves?  C.  Er- 
nest  Davis    47-  6 

Shall  We  Use  Total  Abstinence 
Pledges?  James  Renz    43-  3 

Temperance  Program  That  Works, 
A,  Kenneth  F.  Weaver  15-8 

We  Must  Meet  the  Alcohol  Problem, 
James  Renz    13-20 

Who  Is  Responsible?  KM 46-  4 

Youth  and  Alcohol,  Wayne  W.  Womer  43-10 

Annual  Conference 

Before  Conference  Began  26-  8 

Before  Conference  Began    27-  3 

Brethren     at     Grand     Rapids,     The, 

D.W.B 29-  6 

Conference  Comes  to  a  Close   29-  4 

Conference  Is  in  Session  . . .' 27-12 

Conference  Is  in  Session   28-  5 

Here  and  There  About  the  Confer- 
ence      32-10 

Look    at    the    Standing    Committee, 

A,    D.W.B 27-10 

Michigan — Locale  of  the  1950  An- 
nual  Conference    24-  8 

Resolutions    33-14 

Service  Echoes  From  Grand  Rapids  33-18 
To    Make    Visible    Our    Fellowship, 

D.W.B 29-  1 

Together  We  Move  Ahead,  Raymond 
R.  Peters   30-  6 

Bible 

Bible — a  Gift  From  God,  The,  Mar- 
tha  Martin    49-  3 

Brethren    and    the    Bible    Standard, 

Charles  R.  Oberlin   11-12 

Divine  Revelation  Through  the 
Church,  A.  R.  Coffman  9-11 

See  Yourself  in  the  Bible,  K.M 49-4 

Spiritual  Growth  Through  Bible 
Study,  Elmer  Q.  Gleim  49-  6 

Sunday  Newspapers  vs.  the  Bible, 
The,   William  Kinsey    3-13 

Brethren  Service 

An  Offerings  Adventures  in  Breth- 
renland   28-20 

Another  Service  Opportunity:  Pre- 
ventive Work  in  Mental  Health, 
Thelma  Danilson   40-18 

BSC  and  CWS  Co-operate   10-19 

Better  Leadership  Toward  Peace, 
Dan   West    32-18 

Blocks  Are  Laid — A  Community  Is 
United,   Vernon   Merkey    10-18 

Brethren  Service  in  Europe,  Russell 
Eisenbise    34-18 
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Family    Fun    and    Recreation,    Bob 

Tully    47-  8 

Family  Living  Can  Be  Fun,  Kenneth 

W.    Hollinger    2  8 

Family   Worship   at   Christmas,   Roy 

H.    Short    51-12 

Happy  Home,  A,  Otto  Laursen 23-15 

Home  Life  in  Our  Church,  Raymond 

R.  Peters   18-  5 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Irene  Bittinger  13-23 
I    Married    a    Minister,    Mrs.    Q.    A. 

Holsopple     20-24 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  John  D. 

Long     16-23 

"In  the  Last  Days,"  Julia  Graydon  10-  9 
It  Is  Best  for  the  Children,  James  M. 

Moore    33-12 

Marriage  After  Forty,  C.  Ernest  and 

Grace  H.  Davis  37-10 

Mother's  Faith,  A,  D.W.B 2-1 

National    Family    Week,     Ruth    M. 

Shriver    12-20 

Our  Kids,  D.W.B 6-7 

Parental    Harmony — a    Must,    Allen 

Weldy     18-9 

Program  for  Home  and  Church,  A, 

Richard  E.  Lentz  37-12 

Providing  Love  and  Security  for  All 

Members   of   the   Family,   Howard 

and   Winifred   Keim    10-3 

Story  and  Its  Meaning,  A,  Florence 

C.   Hebel    45-15 

Susie  Is  Two,  Myra  Edna  Lloyd 40-20 

Thinking  About  the  Comics,  Mrs.  H. 

K.    Zeller,    Jr 21-10 

Two  Hundred  Years  of  Married  Life, 

George  W.  Wright   39-  9 

Unintentional  Teaching  of  the  Home, 

The,  Genevieve  Seese    18-  7 

We  Resolve,   Paul  H.   and  Flora  H. 

Bowman   7-12 

What  Kind  of  Family  Altar  in  1950? 

V.  F.  and  Florence  Schwalm 39-  6 

What     Makes     a     House     a     Home? 

D.W.B 6-6 

What    Makes    a    House     a     Home? 

D.W.B 10-4 

What    Makes    a    House     a     Home? 

D.W.B 2-4 

What    Makes    a    House     a     Home? 

D.W.B 9-6 

What    Makes    a    House     a     Home? 

D.W.B 5-5 

Labor 

Good  Spirit  Is  the  Strongest  Bond, 

A,  Mary  E.  Mohler  35-10 

Grind,  The,  Julia  Graydon  49-15 

Just  Feeling  Futile,  D.W.B 13-  6 

Labor  Sunday  Message  35-  8 

Ministers  Take  a  Look  at  Labor — The 

A.F.   of   L.    Convention,   Walter   J. 

Heisey   13-19 

Ministers  Take  a  Look  at  Labor — The 

C.I.O.  Convention,  Glen  M.  Baird  . .  13-18 
Seminary     Students     Study     Labor, 

Gordon  Shull  5-14 

Work  of  the  World,  The,  Harry  K. 

Zeller,  Jr 35-  3 

Why  People  Strike,  D.W.B 16-  5 

Ministry 

Can  the  Preacher  Be  Saved?  X.   L. 

Coppock  7-7 

Commissioned  Life,  The,  Robert  L. 

Sherf y  39-  8 

Community    Plans,    The,    Foster   M. 

Bittinger    9-8 

D.  W.  Kurtz — Servant  of  the  Church, 

C.  Ernest  Davis   9-15 

Father  Was  a  Farmer  Preacher,  C. 

H.  Shamberger  48-23 

I   Married    a    Minister,    Mrs.    G.    A. 

Zook  23-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Irene  Bittinger  13-23 
I    Married    a    Minister,    Mrs.    Q.    A. 

Holsopple 20-24 

I    Married    a    Minister,    Mrs.    E.    R. 

Fisher    1-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  Harper  S. 

Will 17-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  Rufus  D. 

Bowman  18-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  John  D. 

Long 16-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  Homer  D. 

Kimmel 3-23 

I   Married   a   Minister,    Mrs.   Moyne 

Landis   14-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  Charles  E. 

Zunkel 2-20 

I  Married   a  Minister,  Mrs.  Edward 

K.  Ziegler 19-23 

I  Married  a  Minister,  Mrs.  Ross  D. 

Murphy 15-24 

I   Married    a    Minister,   Mrs.    DeWitt 

L.  Miller 22-22 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  D.  G.  Berkebile  43-22 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  David  B.  Wampler 30-11 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  DeWitt  L.  Miller 32-23 
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I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Foster  M.  Bittenger 29-13 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Galen  B.  Ogden   28-25 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Gorman  A.  Zook   33-22 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr 26-23 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr 27-23 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Lyle  C.  Albright 44-24 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Paul  E.  Miller 34-22 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Ralph  E.  White   45-24 

I  Would  Choose  the  Parish  Ministry 

Again,  Rufus  P.  Bucher   48-22 

In  Appreciation — Fieldworkers,  Edi- 
tors, Secretaries,  D.W.B 17-  4 

In     Appreciation  —  Local     Workers, 

D.W.B 18-  5 

In      Appreciation  —  Ministers      and 

Workers  at  Home,  D.W.B 13-4 

Minister    Keeps    on    Learning,    The, 

David  L.  Holl 45-20 

Our    Obligations    to    Our    Ministers, 

George  D.  Weybright   45-  8 

Sunshine    in    the    Parsonage,    Inez 

Long 2-3 

There  Is  Hope,  George  L.  Detweiler  23-13 
Witnessing      for      Christ      Through 

Patient  Years,  M.  J.  Brougher 3-10 

We    Can    Grow    This    Way,    H.    H. 

Helman 28-22 

Yielding  the  Mantle,  H.  H.  Helman  22-  3 
Your  Parish,  K.M 40-  5 

Miscellaneous 

About  Finding  Rest,  Ollive  Flemings  26-  7 
An  Ancient  Atomic  Weapon,  Mrs.  E. 

G.  Pritchett 44-  9 

And  a  Little  Child,  D.W.B 22-  1 

And  at  Night,  D.W.B 5-1 

And    His    Own    Received    Him    Not, 

D.W.B 16-  1 

And  So  We  Go  Round  and  Round, 

D.W.B 8-6 

Be  Careful,  Julia  Graydon  11-6 

Beyond  the  Horizon,  D.W.B 32-  1 

Brethren  Heritage   and   the  Pension 

Plan,  Marvin  E.  Clingenpeel 22-13 

But  I  Go  On  Forever,  D.W.B 3-1 

Christianity  Is  Growing,  D.W.B 9-6 

Desert  Shall  Bloom,  The,  D.W.B.   ...  10-1 

Doctors,  D.W.B 23-  6 

Faith,  Julia  Graydon  35-15 

"Fear  Not."  D.W.B 15-  6 

Fill  the  Spaces,  C.  H.  Spurgeon 44-5 

For  the  Amen  Corner,  K.M 42-  5 

God  Is  Hope,   Glen  Weimer   12-9 

Good  for  Evil,  K.M 44-  5 

Good  Quotation,  A,  D.W.B 7-5 

Good-by,  Hopalong,   Kenneth  Morse  41-  4 

He  Is  Watching  Us,  D.W.B 11-1 

How  the  Wind  Blows,  K.M 43-  1 

"I  Felt  Nothing,"   D.W.B 2-4 

In  the  Eighty-first  Congress,  D.W.B.  11-  6 

Jesus'  Presence,  Julia  Graydon  6-12 

Judaism   and   Christianity,   Louis   L. 

Mann   2-10 

Kagawa — the  Man  and  His  Message, 

E.  F.  Sherfy   50-14 

Liberty  Day,  D.W.B 32-  6 

Looking  Up,  D.W.B 15-  1 

More    Christian    Doctors,    Jacob    S. 

Huffman,  M.D 39-12 

Most  Important  Life  Ever  Lived,  The, 

Emile  E.  Watson 12-13 

My     Cup     Runneth     Over,     F.     C. 

Neumann  45-12 

On     Civil     Defense,     Henry     David 

Thoreau    40-  5 

"Not  Ye  That  Speak,"  Julia  Graydon  15-  5 

Now,  Julia  Graydon  8-13 

On  Giving  Up,  Roy  White   38-11 

"Operation  Union,"  D.W.B 5-4 

Oscars,  D.W.B 18-  6 

Power,   K.M 42-  1 

Sentenced— to  Church,  K.M 47-  5 

September,  K.M 37-  5 

Silver  Lining,  A,  D.W.B 1-1 

Somebody  Ought  to  Write  a  Book  . .  19-21 
Song  in  the  Night,  A,  Julia  Graydon    1-15 

Television,  K.M 45-  5 

Thinking  About  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, D.W.B 25-  5 

Thinking  Chair,  The,  K.M 47-  5 

This  Age  of  Miracles,  K.M 41-  5 

Thoughtful  Mailman,  A,  D.W.B 12-5 

Time  Magazine  Missed  It,  D.W.B.  . .  4-6 
Tribute  to  a  Christian  Mother,  Nancy 

Reed  44-14 

Union    Universelle,    The,    Jonathan 

Hamersley  42-13 

Walking  Together,  Julia  Graydon   . .  37-11 
What  About  Your  Newspaper?    Gor- 
don Shull  32-13 

What  Does  Science  Do  to  Our  Re- 
ligious    Beliefs?      Ruth     Hawkins 

Cayford 44-12 

What's  in  a  Name?    K.M 39-  4 

When     Death     Looks     On,     C.     H. 

Gehman    41-11 

Where  Is  Liberty?  D.W.B 5-4 

Where  to  Find  Him,  Julia  Graydon  . .    3-25 


With  a  Kiss,  D.W.B 12-1 

Worst  in  the  Church,  Roy  White  . . .  3-15 
Years  of  Plenty,  K.M 45-  1 

Missions — Africa 

Africans    "Help    Selves"    Learn    to 

Read 24-24 

After  Three  Terms  in  Africa,  Grayce 

Brumbaugh 48-10 

An    African   Family   Worships   God, 

K.M 48-1 

Are  Not  Sparrows  Sold  for  a  Penny? 

Marianne  Michael   28-24 

Beautiful  Feet,  Marianne  Michael  . .  12-22 
Blessings  of  the  Christian  Way,  The, 

Bitrus  of  Kaurwatikari    48-  7 

Blessings  Through  the  Mail,  Law- 
rence and  Ruth  Clark   40-23 

Challenge    of    Mohammedanism,    H. 

Stover  Kulp   43-4 

Charles  McClellan  Bieber,  George  S. 

Bieber   45-22 

Charles  W.  Lunkley,  Charles  A.  Albin  43-21 

Christian  African  Home,  The 48-  8 

Delay  and  Modern  Surgery,  Lloyd  R. 

Studebaker    7-22 

Dr.   Bosler  Honored  by  the  King  of 

England,  H.  Stover  Kulp  32-24 

Door    Is    Opening,    The,    Ira    S.    and 

Mary  G.  Petre 2-24 

Emerging  African  Church  Faces  Its 

Tasks,  The,  Sara  Shisler  48-3 

Experiences  That  Fill  Our  Days,  H. 

Stover    Kulp    52-20 

Faith    of    Chinese    Christians    Holds 

Firm 25-24 

Footpaths,   Violet  Pfaltzgraff    11-24 

Gana's  Ambition,  Clara  Harper 49-23 

Hillcrest  School,  Claude  Rupel 9-24 

Hillcrest    School,    an    Experience    in 

Uniting  Nations,  Claude  and  Marie 

Rupel 48-12 

Home  Visitation  in  Buraland,   Clara 

Harper    48-13 

Hope   for  the  Hopeless,   Howard  A. 

Bosler    6-22 

Inspiration  of  Intermission  Fellow- 
ship, Christina  Kulp 36-24 

Lord  Is  the  Strength  of  My  Life,  The, 

Marianne  Michael  13-21 

Mary    Elizabeth    Bieber,    Caleb    W. 

Bucher    45-23 

Medical    Progress    Is    Being    Made, 

Mary  N.  Dadisman  11-24 

Medical    Work    Contributes    to    the 

Church's  Growth,  Lloyd  R.  Stude- 
baker     48-  6 

Missionary   Is   Confidant   of  African 

Witch  Doctor  51-23 

My  Testimony,  Hyelapila  Mshelia  . . .  48-11 
Nursing     at     the     Garkida     Leper 

Colony,  Lena  Wirth  2-20 

Rozella  Welsh  Lunkley,  Mrs.  Charles 

Albin    43-20 

S.  O.  S.,  Violet  Pfaltzgraff  13-24 

"Unto  the  Uttermost  Parts — "  Ruth 

and  Lawrence  Clark   3-22 

Visit  by  Letter   With  a  Missionary, 

A,  Christina  Kulp  35-24 

We  Cry  for  a  Teacher,  Maisule,  the 

African  Prince   11-22 

We   Visit  Hildi,   Dr.   and  Mrs.   R.   E. 

Pfaltzgraff  11-22 

Wilma  Schrag,  Charlotte  Craun  51-22 

"Ye  Shall  Know  the  Praises  of  Him," 

Marianne  Michael  21-22 

Missions — China 

Behind     the     Bamboo     Screen,     Dr. 

Harold  S.  Matthews  34-6 

China,  1950,  Bengt  R.  Hoffman 24-22 

Center  of  the  Christian  Community, 

The,  L.  S.  Brubaker 34-10 

China  Is  Strategic,  Wendell  Flory  . .  34-  5 
Chinese  Church  Arises,  The,  Ernest 

L.  Ikenberry   34-  3 

Church  Group  in  Peking,  The,  John 

William  Detrick   23-24 

Concerning    Mail    to    China,    Ernest 

L.  Ikenberry 16-24 

Farewell    Word    to    the    Church    in 

America,  A,   Mrs.   Clara  K'an    34-14 

Little  Church  Grows,  The,  J.  Calvin 

Bright    6-24 

Moy  Gwong  Han  of  South  China 21-24 

News  From  West  China,  Bessie  Crim  34-23 
No      Hesitating      Here,      Leland      S. 

Brubaker   10-  6 

North    China    News,    John    William 

Detrick    27-24 

Our  Daily  Bread 15-22 

River  Cruise,  A,  Bessie  Crim 1-22 

Serving  in  China  Continues 19-24 

North  China  Church  Takes  on  New 

Life,  John  Detrick   34-8 

Three  Goals  of  the  Church  in  China, 

Ernest  L.  Ikenberry   39-23 

Visit  to  a  Kuan  Yin  Temple,  Suining, 

Andrew    Holderreed    33-23 

We  Meet  the  Brethren,  Kenneth  and 

Clara  Li  K'an   19-6 

We    Sang    to    the    Gods!     Andrew 

Holderreed    32-23 

What    Does    God    Require?     Andrew 

Holderreed    33-24 

Why  I  Return  to  China,  Kenneth  K. 

C.  K'an  I 34-12 


Why  I  Return  to  China,  C.  C.  Wang  34-13 
Why  We   Want  to  Return  to   China, 

George  E.  and  Rae  Mason  34-  9 

Yins — Chinese  Brethren,  The,  Martha 

N.  Parker    36-22 

Yins — Chinese  Brethren,  The,  Martha 

Parker 38-22 

Yins,  Chinese  Brethren,  The,  Martha 

Parker 42-22 

You    Shall   Receive   the    Gift   of   the 

Holy  Ghost,  John  William  Detrich  18-22 

Missions — General 

Ambassadors    of    Christian    Service, 

Betty  King   1-7 

And  Ice  Cream  Sometimes,  H.  Spen- 
ser Minnich   50-23 

An  Interview  With  a  Veteran  Mis- 
sionary, David  L.  Armacost 4-3 

An  Outreach  and  a  United  Witness, 

Ira  W.  Moomaw  40-  6 

Fitting  Memorial,  A,  K.M 50-  5 

God    Has   Directed   My    Life,   Jennie 

Weber    5-22 

He  Loves  Us  So,  H.  Spenser  Minnich  25-  8 
In  Appreciation — Our  Foreign  Work- 
ers, D.W.B 11-  5 

It  Is  Not  Too  Late,  I.  S.  Long 24-  7 

Laborer    in    a    World    Field,     S.    S. 

Blough    33-11 

Making      Christmas      World      Wide, 

Ernest  Wampler   50-  3 

Missionary  Education  for  the  Church, 

Anetta  C.  Mow  47-20 

Missionary  Observations  From  To- 
ronto, Anetta  C.  Mow   40-23 

New  Hope  for  Leprosy  Victims 24-24 

New  Missionary,  The 24-22 

New  Strategy  for  Christian  Missions, 

Frank   C.   Laubach    20-22 

New  Type  of  Missionary,  A,  D.W.B.  30-  4 

Saving  999,990  Words,  D.W.B 21-  5 

Strange        Coincidence,        A,        Karl 

Quimby     6-19 

They  Go  for  Us,  Leland  S.  Brubaker  50-23 
To  Become  a  Missionary,  Wendell  P. 

Flory    50-22 

When     a     Missionary     Visits     Your 

Church,  Wendell  P.  Flory 49-20 

While  Rome  Burns,  E.  Lloyd  Cun- 
ningham     35-22 

World     Mission     of     the      Christian 

Church,   The,   Leland   S.   Brubaker  17-24 

Missions — Home 

Briefs  From  the  Home  Front 6-23 

Church  of  the  Brethren  on  the 
Mexican  Border,  The,  Harvey  M. 
Landis   1-18 

Co-operation  in  Evangelism  and 
Home  Missions  Through  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches,  Charles 

E.  Zunkel  46-12 

Electricity    Comes    to    Clay    County, 

Kentucky,  F.  C.  Rohrer  8-23 

Home  Missions  Briefs   7-23 

Home      Mission       Briefs  —  Dundalk 

Church  Burns  Mortgage   36-23 

Home  Mission  Briefs — Stover  Mem- 
orial Church  36-24 

Home    Missions    in    a    New    World, 

Norman  J.  Baugher   46-  3 

Home    Mission    Outreach    for    Your 

Church,  A,  I.  V.  Funderburgh   26-20 

More  Home  Mission  Briefs — Peace 
Action  Among  the  Children  at 
Covington,   Washington    37-22 

More  Home  Mission  Briefs — Room  Is 
Added  to  Flat  Creek  Church  in 
Kentucky     37-23 

More  Than  a  Century  of  Service 9-23 

New  Frontiers  in  Evangelism — High 
Point,  Seattle,  Walter  Peckover   ..     8-9 

New  Frontiers  in  Evangelism — New- 
port News,  Virginia,  L.  W.  Black- 
well    8-9 

New    Frontiers    in    Evangelism — San 

Fernando  Valley,  W.  T.  Luckett  . .     8-10 

Spray  Church  Grows,  The,  H.  W. 
Peters    46-24 

Two  Hundred  Twenty-Fifth  An- 
niversary of  the  Covington  Church, 
D.  Howard  Keiper  41-23 

"We  Would  Be  Building  .  .  ."  K.M.  46-  1 

Missions — India 

An    Indian     District    Meeting,    Mrs. 

Harlan  J.  Brooks  23-22 

"But  I  Must,"  Susan  S.  Shull 47-23 

Call    of    India    to    Brethren    Youth, 

The,  Edmund  D.  Soper  4-14 

Casting  the  Nets,  Chaganlal  V.  Raval  6-24 
Christ      Only,      Nagarji      Dhanjibhai 

Bhagat    5-24 

Christ  Penetrating  the  Jungle,  Ruth 

F.  Brooks 26-22 

Church  in   New   India,    The,    Prem- 

chand  G.  Bhagat  50-  4 

Dreams    of   New    India,    The,    C.    G. 

Shull    4-5 

Economic  Problems  in  India,  Harlan 

J.  Brooks  4-7 

Ghulibai,  Ruth  Brooks   16-22 

God's   Continuing  Presence,   Gersom 

Jivanji  4-12 

God  Factory,  The,  Lois  Shull  46-22 

God's  Ways  Are  Mysterious,  Chagan- 
lal V.  Raval 4-23 


Gospel  in  New  India,  The,  Prem- 
chand  G  Bhagat   32-  3 

Harvest  Is  Ripe,  The,  J.  M.  Blough  . .  27-22 

He  Got  His  Permit,  Chaganlal  V. 
Raval   4-13 

"He's   My   Boy,"    Dr.   Laura    Cottrell  29-12 

India     Honors     Missionary     Doctors, 

Rachel  Zigler  9-3 

India  Looks  Forward  Hopefully, 
D.W.B 4-1 

Indian   Christians  Come  to  America, 

Sarah  C.  Delts  9-24 

Indian  People  Spoke  Through  Flow- 
ers, The,  Rufus  D.  Bowman   3-8 

Inquiring  Photographer  Trails  a  Mis- 
sionary, Miss  Sahib,  The,  H.  Spen- 
ser Minnich   10-22 

Joy   in   Telling   Others   of   China,   T. 

B.  Jerome   4-13 

Khergam       Christian       Co-operative 

Credit  Society,  Earl  M.  Ziegler  . . .     5-24 

Loose  Him!  Let  Him  Go!  H.  Spenser 
Minnich    45-23 

Lord's  Purse,  The 19-22 

Man  of  God,  A  32-22 

My   Experience   of   the   Lord    in   His 

Service,  Damodarbhai  P.  Rajvadi  .     4-12 

My  Dear  Loyal  Friends,  Goldie 
Swartz 17-22 

1949,  a  Significant  Year  in  India, 
Rachel  Zigler  4-10 

One  New  Testament  in  Two  Lan- 
guages     30-12 

Pioneer  Missionary  Returns,  A,  Anna 

Lichty    7-24 

Rural  Short  Course  at  Anklesvar, 
Florence  M.  Bollinger   52-21 

Slender  Thread,  The,  Florence  M. 
Bollinger    51-23 

Testimony — Past     and     Present,     A, 

Goldie  E.  Swartz   14-23 

Under  the  Microscope,  Leonard  E. 
Blickenstaff 47-23 

Visitors'  Book  Speaks,  A,  W.  G. 
Kinzie    39-22 

Value  of  My  Faith,  The,  G.  K. 
Satvedi    5-24 

Vocabulary  Test,  A,  Ruth  F.  Brooks    4-11 

Vocational  Training  College  Anniver- 
sary, P.  G.  Bhagat   4-9 

We  Work  in  Indian  Villages,  Kathryn 
Kiracof e   44-22 

Women's  Work  —  Anklesvar,  Ruth 
Brooks 1-24 

Woodstock  —  Known  Over  All  the 
Land,  Emma  K.  Ziegler  4-22 

Missions — South  America 

Crack  in  the  Wall  of  Prejudice,  A, 
J.  Benton  Rhoades 37-22 

Ecuador  News  Letter,  Ruby  Rhoades  41-22 

Today  Before  Our  Eyes,  Benton 
Rhoades    8-22 

Your     Dollars     in    Ecuador,     Benton 

Rhoades    11-14 

Music 

Brethren     Doctrines     in     the     New 

Hymnal,  Loren  Bowman   41-14 

Brethren  Music  and  Worship  Con- 
ference, Paul  Halladay  7-11 

Doctrinal  Adequacy  of  the  New 
Hymnal,  The,  Burton  Metzler   25-11 

Five  Rules  for  Congregational  Sing- 
ing    28-23 

Getting  More  Out  of  the  Hymnal  . . .  39-21 

Gospel  Songs  in  the  New  Hymnal,  P. 
L.  Huffaker 37-11 

House  That  Song  Built,  The,  D.W.B.  30-  1 

In  Concert,  K.M 41-  4 

Literacy  Values  of  the  New  Hymnal, 
Morley  Mays   5-11 

New  Hymnal — a  Handbook  of  Wor- 
ship, The,  A.  C.  Baugher  17-12 

New  Hymnal,  The— Why  Wait  for  It! 
C.  Ernest  Davis 22-10 

Planning  to  Attend  the  Music  and 
Worship   Conference?    17-21 

Sing  Unto  the   Lord,   M.   Guy  West  36-  4 

Songs,  Old  and  New,  Perry  L. 
Huffaker 11-15 

When  the  Congregation  Sings   39-20 

Pg&co  Enid  Wsr 

After  Korea,  What?    Kirby  Page 33-3 

Americans     Are     Becoming     Serious 

About  This,  D.W.B 15-  7 

Approaching  the  Problem  of  Peace, 

Clara  and  Bruce  Wood  12-14 

Better     Leadership     Toward     Peace, 

Dan  West 32-18 

Can  a  Fig  Tree  Yield  Olives?  D.W.B.  19-  4 
Chain  Reactions  and  Suicides,  D.W.B.  9-  6 
Challenge   to   the    Church,   A,   M.   R. 

Zigler  23-  8 

Church    States    Its   Position    on   War 

and  Peace,   The    40-10 

Essentials  of  Peace  6-11 

Foundations     for     Peacemakers,     A, 

Glen  M.  Baird    35-13 

From  Whence  Come  Wars?  D.W.B.  . .  24-4 
Glorified     Enemy,     The,     Inez     Long  37-  3 

Hysteria,  D.W.B 24-  5 

Invocation   for   Another   Conference, 

Kermit  Eby 41-  8 

Is   There    Hope    for    Peace?      Robert 

Gemmer    52-  8 


Is  Your  Congregation  on  the  Job  for 

Peace?  42-18 

Is  Mutual  Terror  Enough?    D.W.B.  . .  20-  7 

Letter  to  Caesar,  K.M 39-  5 

Lost  in  the  Midst  of  Many  Sugges- 
tions, D.W.B 26-  5 

Mid-Century  Conference  for  Peace  . .  27-19 
More  Than  Others,  C.  A.  Eshelman  44-15 
Our  Prisoners  of  War,  Irving  Pflaum  10-15 
Outlook   for   War   and   Peace,   Lorell 

Weiss   .  . .  42-  3 

Pacifism    in    1950,   Richard   B.    Gregg  20-  2 

Peace  Monument,  A,   D.W.B 26-1 

Peace  Through  Acts  of  Charity,  M.  R. 

Zigler  9-10 

Place  to  Begin,  The,  K.M 33-  5 

Praying  for  Peace,   K.M 41-  5 

Questions  of  a  Child,   D.  H.  Auker- 

man    36-11 

Shock  Absorbers,  K.M 50-  5 

Statement  on  Civil  Defense,  A   50-19 

Statement  on  Police  Action  in  Korea, 

A    50-19 

Sharing  Food  to  Build  Peace,  Thurl 

Metzger 45-10 

Some  Observations  Arising  From  the 

Korean  Crisis,  Wilbur  R.  Hoover  . .  36-  7 
Summary  of  an  Affirmation  and  Ap- 
peal by  the  Detroit  Conference   . .  27-19 
Talk      About      Peace,      Mrs.      Ralph 

Smeltzer  27-18 

Thank  God  for  Chicago,  D.W.B 28-11 

They  Begged  Him  to  Leave,  K.M.  . .  42-  5 
Thoughts  for  an  Armistice  Day,  K.M.  45-  5 

Three    Newspapers,    D.W.B 36-13 

Train  Was  Late,  The,  D.W.B 37-14 

Turn  About,  Helena  B.  Kruger    44-13 

What  Choice?    D.W.B 30-  5 

Wheels  A'Rolling,  D.W.B 34-23 

When  Fear  Is  at  the  Throttle,  D.W.B.  12-  5 

Poetry 

Absence,  Nellie  V.  Merkey 39-11 

Advance  With  Christ,  Honoria  Mur- 
ray Jarrels 13-13 

At  a  Church  Service,  William  Staf- 
ford       37-  4 

At  Annual  Conference,  Bertha  Laut- 

zenhiser  Haag 24-  9 

Autumn   at  Cambridge,   Chester  Lee 

Thompson    37-15 

Baby     o'      Mine,      Mrs.      J.      Galen 

Wampler    10-12 

Beatitude,   Edwin   C.   McDonald    11-11 

Blessings,  Mrs.  Frederick   15-  4 

Cardinal,  The,  Lina  N.  Stoner  11-8 

Classics,    The,    Maude    Woods    Pies- 
singer    3-14 

Creator-Revealer  Speaks,  The,  Mary 

Lou    Royer    15-  9 

Damascus  Road,  K.M 44-  9 

Dark  Peace,  Delbert  David  Blicken- 
staff      42-4 

Drought    in   the    San   Joaquin,    Nina 

E.  Wirth  38-12 

Drum  Call,  Violet  Pfaltzgraff 1-4 

Easter  Lilies,  Mrs.  John  D.  Stutzman  14-13 
Enduring   Peace,   Mary   Stoner   Wine  51-14 

Evidence  of  Heaven,  K.M 41-  6 

Good  Friday,  Russell  S.   Shurte   14-11 

Growing     Old,     Charlotte     Brubaker 

Lewis  48-14 

Happiness,  Blanche  Wolfkill  13-  4 

Hearty  Welcome,  Beloved  Guests  . .  3-9 
House  of  God,  The,  Blanche  Wolfkill  1-11 
I  Do  Not  Care  to  Live,  Howard  H. 

Helman  ! 43-  7 

Impatience,  Ann  King  Nies 12-14 

Inner  Peace,  Catherine  Roller   20-18 

Into  a  Pattern,  K.M 44-  1 

Is  This  the  Year?    Wilma  W.  Burton  10-  7 

Knee-deep  in  Snow 2-11 

Lenten     Devotion,     A,     Martha     N. 

Parker  8-24 

My  Companion,  Ada  Scrogum 40-13 

Our  Gracious  Lord,  John  W.  Lear  . .  19-12 

Pines,  The,  Dale  Barnard 40-  7 

Quaint  Rules  for  Church  Decorum  . .     5-10 

Revelation,  Paul  C.  Burkett   45-  9 

Sun    Breaks    Through,     The,    Emily 

Ruth  Over  12-6 

Teach  Us  to  Pray,  Martha  N.  Parker  34-11 

Thanksgiving,  Virgil  Ritchie  46-13 

Thanksgiving,  M.  M.  Sherrick 46-15 

Thine,  O  God,  Charles  M.  Bieber 36-9 

Thinking  of  God,  Glen  Weimer   9-7 

This     Truth     Is     Evident,     Ruth     B. 

Statler  47-  7 

Thy  Kingdom  Come,  K.M 49-12 

War,  L.  John  Weaver   40-15 

We  Thank  Thee,  Blanche  C.  Wolfkill  45-12 

Welcome  Song 3-9 

What  of  Tomorrow?  Ora  W.  Garber  16-  8 
Word,  A  Witness,  The,  John  H.  Arion  11-12 

Prayer 

Around  the  World  in  Prayer,  Russell 

Greene  West 7-3 

If  the  World  Will  Pray,  D.W.B 7-1 

Let  Us  Try  Asking,  D.W.B 30-  4 

Lord's  Prayer — a  Prayer  Meditation, 
The.  Ingolf  Birger  Askevold   39-14 
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On  My  Desk,  D.W.B 7-5 

On  Our  Knees,  D.W.B 15-7 

Prayer,  A 39-  5 

Prayer  and  the  Active  Life,  K.M.  . .  49-4 

Prayer  Before  Voting,  K.M 44-  5 

Prayer  for  Forgiveness,  Mrs.  Burton 

Jones   44-  7 

Prayer  for  Teachers,  A,  F.  C.  Neu- 
mann     24-14 

Prayer   for   the   Market,    The   Men- 

nonite  Community  47-  5 

Praying  for  Peace,  K.M 41-  5 

That  One-day  Religion,  W.  H.  Zigler  44-13 

Relief  and  Rehabilitation 

America     and      a     Hungry     World, 

Enos  B.   Heisey    22-  6 

Can  We  Quit  Now?  10-19 

Farmers      From      America,      Trudy 

Kriegsmann    45-  6 

Feeding  the  Hungry,  Dan  West   12-12 

Hot  Potato!    D.W.B 10-  5 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  D.W.B.  10-  4 

One  Hour  of  Sharing   9-19 

Operation  Sports  for  Israel   37-13 

Our  Opportunity  in  One  Great  Hour 

of  Sharing,  Lawrence  W.  Shultz  . .  10-10 
Six  Months  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  Forest 

S.  Eisenbise    44-8 

Whirlwind      Clothing      Drive,      Don 

Snider   36-20 

Rural  Life 

Agricultural     Missions     Anniversary 

at  Cornell,  I.  W.  Moomaw   13-24 

An  Eye  View  of  American  Agricul- 
ture, Johannes  H.  Gwildis   23-18 

Baugo  Rededicated,  Kermit  Eby 20-  8 

Brethren     Rural     Fellowship,     The, 

Robert  F.  Eshleman  44-  4 

Earth    Shall    Yield    of    Her    Bounty, 

The,  D.W.B 27-  1 

End    of    Summer,    The,    Murray    L. 

Wagner  20-  3 

Farmer  Speaks,  A  46-15 

Farmers      From      America,      Trudy 

Kriegsmann    45-  6 

Functions  of  the  Rural  Minister,  The, 

Eugene  Smathers  20-11 

Grass    Roots    of    the    Church,    The, 

Robert  F.  Eshleman  20-  6 

Hills,  May  Allread  Baker  35-  7 

Just   a   Farmer,    D.W.B 20-  7 

Rural  Life  Briefs  40-24 

Special  Mission  and   Opportunity   of 

the  Rural  Church,  The,  Robert  F. 

Eshleman   20-20 

Straws  in  the  Census,  Martin  Schroe- 

der    42-6 

Tractor    vs.    Grindstone,    William    J. 

Tinkle    44-  3 

Special  Days — Christmas 

Candles     of    the     Lord,     Robert     D. 

Hoover    51-15 

Christmas     in     Bethlehem  —  Penn- 
sylvania, Myrtle   A.  McDaniels    . . .  51-  6 
Christmas  Means  Love,  R.  H.  Miller  .  51-  3 
Family   Worship    at    Christmas,    Roy 

H.    Short    51-12 

For  a  Night  in  December,  K.M 51-  4 

Holy  Family,  The,  K.M 51-  4 

Keep    Christ    in    Christmas,    Wanda 

Smith     51-15 

Making      Christmas      World      Wide, 

Ernest  Wampler  50-  3 

More  Christian  Greetings,  K.M 47-5 
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On  Earth  Peace,  Glen  E.  Norris 51-  8 

Returning    From    Christmas,    Harold 

Z.  Bomberger   52-  6 

Savior  of  the  World,  The,  McKinley 

Coffman    51-13 

Star     Is     Permanent,     The,     C.     H. 

Gehman    51-  9 

Special  Days — Easter 

After    Easter — What?     Lawrence    E. 

Lehman    15-11 

Are     Our     Treasures    Deteriorating? 

Gladys  Gochnour 13-11 

Cross    and    the    Empty    Tomb,    The, 

Glen  E.  Norris  14-10 

Crowd    at    Calvary,    The,    Elmer    Q. 

Gleim     13-12 

Denying  Our  Christ,  Earl  Snader  . .  14-  8 
Easter — A  New  Lease  on  Life,  Ruby 

E.  Landis  14-12 

Easter — Window  to  Tomorrow   14-  3 

Empty  Crosses,  D.W.B 13-  1 

Four  Easters,   The,   Harris   Franklin 

Rail 14-  6 

He  Is  Not  Here,  D.W.B 14-  1 

Kings  and  Palm  Sunday,  D.W.B.  ...  13-5 
Pastor  Writes  an  Easter  Letter  to  His 

Congregation,  A  14-14 

This  Was  Their  Easter,  D.W.B 14-  5 

What    Easter    Means    to    Me,    C.    D. 

Bonsack    ~. 14-  4 

Why  Do  We  Observe  Lent?    Charles 

C.  Ellis   9-7 

Special  Days — Thanksgiving 

To     Make     Thanksgiving     Christian, 

Harold  Z.  Bomberger 46-  6 

Of   Thanks  and   Faith,   Mrs.   Francis 

Hart    47-14 

Stewardship 

An  Offering's  Adventures  in  Breth- 

renland   28-20 

Brethren    Becoming    "Will"    Minded, 

H.  Spenser  Minnich  33-10 

Brethren   Rank   Low   in   Per   Capita 

Giving,  D.W.B 19-5 

Brethren    Youth    Are    Showing    the 

Way    36-  3 

Christian  Stewardship,  D.W.B 3-12 

Dare  We  Fail  Him?    5-3 

If  We  Fail,  Paul  S.  Hersch   33-  9 

If  You   Did  the   Cutting,  Leland   S. 

Brubaker   49-23 

Importance  of  Achievement,  The  ....  36-19 
Is  There  a  Lid  on  Benevolent  Giv- 
ing?   Leland  S.  Brubaker   48-14 

Just  a  Minute  .  .  .  DeWitt  L.  Miller  7-  8 
Let's     Teach     Stewardship,     J.     W. 

Kettering  39-13 

Letter,  A,  Ernest  Wampler   37-24 

Meaning    of    Christian    Stewardship, 

The,  Mildred   C.   Ziegler    1-3 

Minister's  Report,  The,  R.  E.  Mohler  30-  7 

Multiple  Appeals,  Harl  Russell   35-20 

On  Lifting  Our  Sights,  Bob  McFad- 

den    9-13 

Our    Present    Difficulty,     Merlin    E. 

Garber 2-7 

Two-Way  Power,  D.W.B 8-1 

When    the    Church    Becomes    Alive, 

Raymon   E.   Eller    19-3 

Where  Is  Our  Faith?   Loren  Bowman    3-14 

Where  to  Give!    Roy  White    12-  9 

Wider  Ministry  of  the  Local  Church, 

A    42-21 

"Will    a    Man    Rob    God?"    John    I. 

Coffman    32-11 

Your    Dollars    in    Ecuador,    Benton 

Rhoades    11-14 


Sunday-school  Lesson  Comments 

Amos  Attacks  Social  Injustice  (Tem- 
perance) ,  D.W.B 16-11 

Amos       Teaches      About      Worship, 

D.W.B 17-14 

Amos  the  Prophet  and  His  Program, 

D.W.B 15-14 

Church  Empowered,  The,  D.W.B.    . .     1-12 

Church  in  Rome,  The,  D.  W.  B 12-11 

Church  Organization  and  Leader- 
ship, D.W.B 10-11 

Church    Suffering    and    Triumphant, 

The,  D.W.B 13-14 

David,    a    King   Who    Honored    God, 

D.W.B 30-  7 

Elijah,  a  Courageous  Prophet,  D.W.B.  30-  7 
Ephesus,   a   Center  of  Christian  In- 
fluence, D.W.B 9-12 

Ezra,    Interpreter    of    God's    Word, 

K.M 32-14 

Faith    That    Sustained    the    Church, 

The,  D.W.B 11-10 

Fellowship    in    the    Early    Church, 

D.W.B 2-12 

First  Christian  Martyr,  The,  D.W.B.  3-11 
First  Gentile  Church,  The,  D.W.B.  5-  9 
Gospel  Moves  Westward,  The,  D.W.B.  6-13 
Habakkuk    Teaches    Trust    in    God, 

D.W.B 22-  7 

Hosea  Reveals  God's  Forgiving  Love, 

D.W.B 19-10 

Hosea,    the    Man    and   His   Message, 

D.W.B 18-4 

Jacob,  a  Man  of  Striking  Contrasts, 

D.W.B 26-  7 

James,    Leader    in    the    Jersusalem 

Church,  K.M.  37-12 

John  Mark,  Who  Made  Good,  K.M.  36-14 
Jonah  Learns  God's  Missionary  Pur- 
pose,  D.W.B 25-  4 

Malachi    Pleads    for     Wholehearted 

Religion,   D.W.B 24-10 

Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus,  K.M.  . .  34-24 
Micah's    Hope    of    God's    Salvation, 

D.W.B 21-11 

Micah's    Plea     for    Human     Rights, 

D.W.B 20-10 

Moses,  Who  Led  His  People  to  God, 

D.W.B 27-14 

Paul,  World  Evangelist,  K.M 38-10 

Peter,  Who  Became  a  Man  of  Power, 

K.M 35-11 

Planting  a  Church  in  a  Pagan  City, 

D.W.B 8-14 

Power  of  the  Resurrection   (Easter), 

The,  D.W.B 14-7 

Ruth,  a  Symbol  of  Family  Loyalty, 

D.W.B 28-12 

Samuel,   the  Upright   Judge,   D.W.B.  29-  7 

Unto  All  Men,  D.W.B 4-15 

What  Is  Christian  Living?    K.M.    ...  39-13 
Winning   Christian  Freedom,  D.W.B.    7-11 
Zephaniah      Calls      to      Repentance, 
D.W.B 23-13 

Worship  , 

Brethren  Music  and  Worship  Con- 
ference,   Paul    Halladay    7-11 

Building  for  Worship,  Forrest  U. 
Groff    48-20 

Family  Worship  at  Christmas,  Roy  H. 
Short    51-12 

If  You  Would  Grow,  I.  S.  Long   ....  13-  7 

In  the  Early  Morning,  Gladdys  Muir  39-  3 

Living  Water,  Ernest  Muntzing   42-10 

Personal  Devotions,  J.  Richard  Ware- 
ham    11-  3 

Personal  Interview  With  God,  A, 
Ralph   Skaggs    24-  3 

Planning  to  Attend  the  Music  and 
Worship  Conference?  17-21 

What  Kind  of  Family  Altar  in  1950? 
V.  F.  and  Florence  Schwalm 39-6 

When  Church  Is  Different,  John  H. 
Eberly   20-18 

Youth 

Big  Splash,  Paul  R.  Foust 29-11 

Brethren    Youth    Are    Showing    the 

Way    36-  3 

Call  of  India  to  Brethren  Youth,  The, 

Edmund  D.  Soper  4-14 

Children,  D.W.B 25-  6 

Comics  Again,  The,  D.W.B 27-  6 

Day  Camp  Offers  New  Opportunities, 

La  Donna  Bogardus    18-20 

Faith  for  Youth,  A,  David  K.  Hana- 

walt    45-21 

Introducing    the    Youth    Stimulators, 

Don    Snider    52-18 

Joint  Debt,  A,  D.W.B 23-  1 

Joseph — a  Challenge,  Rebecca  Foutz  47-15 
Making  Camping  Meaningful  in  the 

Local  Church,   Russell  F.  Helstern  20-21 

Million  Youth,  A  52-19 

On   the   Edge   of   "Dunkard   Island," 

Don   L.   Dise    44-20 

Today's  Youth  Are  Better,  D.W.B.  9-  5 
Yesterday,      Today      and      Forever, 

D.W.B 17-  1 

Youth  and  Alcohol  43-10 

Youth  Are  Important,  Don  Snider  . .  3-6 
Youth      Publications      Under      New 

Leadership,  Raymond  R.  Peters  . .  26-7 
Youth  Review  Mental  Hospital  Ex- 
periences, Charlotte  Stutzman   18-18 

Youth   Week    52-19 


